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A thought for today

Toverr is human,
To blame someone else is politics.
HUBERT H HUMPHREY

Crushing Truth

Stampedes, like the one in Hathras, are frequent as
official permissions for events don't ask basic questions

sfatadities climb bevond 120 from the stampede ata religious
event in UP's Hathras, authorities have promised the trio of
Tesponse — compensation, investigation and bluster - that
accompanies every such mass accident, which mostly claims lives
of paor people. At least 2,000 people have died in stampedes over the
last 20 vears at religious sites and celobrations across India. The
reality is there's barely any repart af legal closure of any such
tragedy. UP has ordered a judicial inguiry, there's a PIL for a CBI
probe, A key organiser isn't namesd in the FIR.
Tn Hathras ow |.r 2.5L people had gathered when permission was
fior 80k Such exits— motorbikes
recklessly parked blocked the simgle entrance/exit - was worsened
by rain that had turned the paddy fields into sludge. And as evident
Lo events that led up to the crush, i was, as stampedes always are,
spiral of mass behaviour difficult to stop. Whether in the rush for a
‘haly dip, or slippery steps to temples, or as in
H:thrns, elamboringto grab soil from whnru
vy haad wealkedl, bt v "o’
that drives stampedes. Patterns repeat
themselves in every such accident. It is also
evident why investigations rarely see
accountability or action taken, Because
after the mendatory noises, there's 8 deepset
belief s11:nm'rll.’swn i hestopperd.

Truth is, there are well d measures ded for
large events (o minimise the chances of a crush, of humans in
frenzy and panic. Admi ations, when grantin, als, must

ensure sdherence to the venue layout that’s okayed, that exits and
entrances aren't blocked, that there are o control room, Tive
survelllanee of crowd movement, PA systems, and crowd density
monitoring. These are resourees that should be available pre-event.
Even learning from previous incidents is & gap in India’s crowd
manﬂwmem "Fh.al the Halhras godman had h!s 0\»11 nar&)am
thr
erowd-behaviour at his syents, Why ane these detatls never a peaint
af official note pre-event?
Mearly every high-fatality stampede in India has been during
rellglous colobrations, And because Wsreliglon, authoritiesnorthto
sotith, east to west, tiptoe 1 calling out those That
isexactly the problem. Events- whettmrq:uding.m\mc.nlurrem,mus
need to be managed to ensure no injury and loss of 1ife. Sume are
already talking of ‘conspiracy’, ‘political nexus’, and llm haba.sh]m'
aviators. All that’s not th The dead

Court Don’t Contort

Hindu majority is under no thieat from conversions.
HCs should know this basie data point

1d loud prevail over

ananuntruth
C the truth? That this danger isvery real today, is what is captured
by the phrase ‘post-truth world', But In this very world, many
Institutions have been designated 1o fight on behalf of factuality In
the Indian setup, constitutional courts play a vital role in this fight.
So, whentheirohservationsfly inthefaceof black hitedata, or
argue a subjective mora!ll)' 1rmead of objeell\e-pm:edems in case
law, it is barth di bad HC flying the
bogey of Hindus hung, in (I.unger of beLumlng a minarity, falls
in this worry
CTER reality | Thers is no aln;uuu;wnh Inilia’ kimulw tr‘ubllmrl.
Overall TFRY reached below rey
level, Mustims are recording a much fster fertility
decline than Hindus, and the definitive
convergence between the two means that
(i Hindus' buge majority Is impenetrable.
:? Hetween 1902-93 and 201821, Mustim TFR
- dropped 2 points to 24 and Hindu TFR
dropped 1.9 points to 2. Diving deeper, anly the
wilfully blind will miss that the real cause of
fertility diversity 15 not religion but region.
Deeper still, Hindu TFR in Bikar (2.68) is higher than Muslim TFR
in Karnataka (2.05), because it is really educational, social and
economic backwardness that results in higher fertiling
dudicial unreality | There is also the issue of judges frequently
hitting the headlines with oral observations that belung better in
their personailivingrooms, than in constitutionel courts. Plus, HCs
saying that EC “should be put upon murder charges” or that "a wifie
should be like goddess Sita™, can influence lower courts very
unpleasantly ‘itemoh[m and qrrlfe hﬂw promoters enough, Our
courtsshould d reason,

My doctored life

Thank you, but hope to
never need you again
Bachi Karkaria

Sinoe my column doesa’t sppear on Mondays, P'msoving
“Happy Diciors' Day' toallmy wonderful savbours now. Tosald
add Better late than never', but never needing them would be
Twtter: Alas, that's rarely an option even if wenever slip up on
wogatind ehi 10000 steps, Blue sone diet, own the mosat luxe
anasie activwear - or earner the world’s entire apple erop.
Late' is nlso Inaded. Too lo danlay could resalt m our beconving ‘the late
Me/Ma/Ma L Ay which way, we can never koep the doctor pwa

SHill, t's poad to know that there's one token day when doctors are in the
nows For the right reason. Mot because thoy'ro “oporators” of the greodiost
degree. Or when the optimistically} mistaken a foreskin for o bog, as
happened [ust last week. Or the scam el the year being the entrance ellibility

ALL THAT’S SHINY .

» NEED NOT BE LIGHT
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Modi Vs Rahul, House & Country

There is clearly some animosity between PM and Lol This needs to be kept under check because
India needs informal policy consensus. Closed-door meeting between the two will help

R Jagannathan

Many things huve been said about the
first verbal skirmish in Parlament
Detwien NDA govt aid oppositlon, or,
more gpecifically between Leader of
Oppasition (LoP) Rahul Gondhi and
Prime Minkster Narendra Medl The
mast commionly herd comment & that opposition
s finally found ifs voice, and govt now cannot
steamroller anyihing through Pacliament
using its numerical majorite

1t is oo to i & strong opposition, just
as 1t I8 good o have s competent govt, bat
what tho first “debate” over motion of
thanks o President's speech revealed was
something more worrissme: the viseeral
dislike both Rahul and Maodi have for one
arather, mirroring the divisivenssa that s

it et ween BIE

&its“seculur allies

This parsonal dislike for each other goes
back to the W& Gujarat ricts, when Medi wes
declayed an object of hate by Congress and the
“seculas™ opposition. No amount of exoneration by
tha lagal exstem has changed this percoption, and
Ruhul was unwise bo indirectly herp on s
alleged hisbe cultuee 1a his speech. For thelr part.
Miucli and RIP have haen aggressively critical af
the Nehruvian legacy and Rohul's rise to
praminence bosed on lineage For 2 while, this
charactorisation warked well for BIP/NDA, bs
Rahul was som as “Pappu”, somoono with no
potitical gravitas. BJP alsoused Rahul's Pappu status
o o useful contrast to Modi's own personality.
pariisans sow this 23 a no-contest and Indivectly
promoted a Modi- Rahul comparison

Thie old addiaige, be careful what you wish for, for it
THAY COME e, apnneshm Alteryears of cl.emannnu:
apr rinlf MEross,
It isnow mummuw!mr |1|m ahul coulil be thit face,
arel It Isnet the face of Pap

Even befor he smrt«d s]»\-ddina s Pagpu status,
Rabigl had the shility w0 get under BIP'S skin. As early
as 25, he managed to vile govi by mllmg ita “sult-boot

by

whatishappening in Manipur. and that neither of them
(el thir pactyh wis a Hindu by his definition. PM, for
ks part, spode of legal cases nwvﬂ by Kahnl, and now

his party is riding an vates of itsall bw rather than its
awn strength. He refirred to ToP's speech s infant i
¢ Balak Buddhi*),

None af -III.& bodes well fur the future of our

i snrkar”, and lator
directly naming Gautam Adani.

Among other things Rubul said in his debut speech
asLaP was that Madi and Amit Shah do nat care abeut

where mamy
contentlous sguu tanging from the fortheomi
delimitation exercise tu ereating o congenisl climae
frjobereation, need eross party cansensus.

Even assuming Rahul's remarks on Hinduism and
BJIP wens onky nimed at labelling BJP and Sangh
Partyer as hate-driven, those bitsof isspeechwent oo
far. Contrist these comments his cwn assertion
some time ago that his ally, Mustim Leagus, wis a
“secular” party Sangh may not represent all Hindus,
but it deserves legitimate social and political space for
canvagsing s own versien of nationheod, which
Rahul may disagres with.

Norse, ho made basaless allogations about

b support peiess wod compensation

0 Agnipath mart; when the truth was

vtherwise. 1 s one thing to demani

aceountahility from govt in office. quite
anothér to use les or halftruths for
shortform pointscoring

Rl and his advisors olwisasiy belise
that attack &5 the best form of defence.
They e treled 1o thiow all Kindsol muck
at govt with the hope thint somea of it sticks

In the ape of scial medin, what happens in

Parliament can quickly be made viral in

shnru'rrtilﬂ M\‘trmwl(hunxlmmnh'mnr
such: rhaby th
o come up with rlelayul ot milu;, rebutlals
and deniala. A= the saying poes, & liecan travel
halfway around the world while truth is skill
iying itsshoelaces.

Since oppasition plans t give govt & teerid
time over the NEET paper leak issus, tense
sttuntion n Manlpur, inndequacies of Agniveer
seheme, jobs crisis, inflation, and other hat-batsnn
bsstins, ono can foreses moro confrontationist
e i the 181h Lok Sabhn

A pardlument where govt and opposition are at
d Wit work tosolve India’s

real problems, incloding sgreeing on seme informal
linits to what Rind of freebies can be offered {o voters
ahead of an election, Both BIP and Congress muost
mgree to dizagree agreeably and put limits on how far
ey will take iheir visceral hatreds when larger
Interestsof the country-aveat stake.

A closed-door mesting botween Modi and Rahul
could help set same Hiits in public discourse. A joint
meeting between senlor BJP and oppesitlon members

called fioe, The vheious sumplor we sa in Parliament
ihis week should worry everybody who cares for India
that s Rharat

80K Question: Why’s Market OK With Macro Problems?

Investors are cheering good news from the top 10% of the economy. Post-reforms,
stock market booms have never waited for broad-based economic growth

Somnath Mukherjes

It was barely a month ago that people
were worrylng sbout election results
and it impacton morkets. Bul markets
v eotinued 1o maloe ail-tinw highs

y . Agregio
private eapex though. despite niee beadlines, hos
romained wnemic.

Meamwhile, pusbilic copes hies started faciog politica)
eeonnmy  headwinds,  Becently,  Karnataka  and
M.-I'ulnullw i rodlod out oxtenstve welare budgats,

across moderaie trdl wall

econtidence 1o I.amnibh,
Sans censumption revival, there will be no private
wapess. Higher eanssumplion requires more lncooe o
da of citizens, 3

sinos ther,

ot .
nwestors s papering ever such nervousness.

The macro backdrop | Recent GOP growil Mgure
came inati 2% for FY24, surprisingestimates on the
upside. While inflation's a tad sticky it's pot
alarming. Glabal commodity prices, sspecially ofl,
are holding down at moderste levels. Current
wooount came in at a mare sarphas Tevel of 06% of
GDF Inthe last guarterof FY24 Strong growi in
post-Covidf
a Unien Badget levelbon track.

Ecopomy on one-and-a-half stilts | Looking Leneath
the hood, ecanamy §s powerig alom on one snd-a-half
cylinders —atrong public investment and asustoinod
pickup in premivm consimption, The atter (hally
eylinder 15 prlmarlip. driven by the lare w ﬂlh
effocts of a b @ stock mavket and

i highend services jobs. A banking system with the

have

Tewer core inflation. nominal GI* growth has been
stk in Bmuktdlmtsl’wrmnn: quarters now - L6%

1, areduction incopex  more jobs, Jobs, cinlly
the nnpracedonted 8,000 mark. There  outlays. Whils the overall flsc s there s b L
dant apy i ol Tunti wtill work Jaft to work off the effects of Covid, Consoladated
damestic  (Centreand states) fscaldeficlt Boverf 8% Thanksts  Bul markets and macros are decoupled | Ao markets

decoupled from the macm? Yes. And ir's a global
phenomenen. But decoupling in Indis has been quits
sharp inthe list decade-and-a half.

From a macro performance perspective, India's
always been a SG0country, Eeonomicgrowth, sines
1001, has been conststently inglobal Tops Hsts. But
barring short periods, most notably between 2003
e 2008, it hasn't boen at wooctod China East Asian
T Tewels. Hunun Devebogie: m]mlh::n- desplie
steady

Hawaver, Tndia has romained o nrmn: capital
markets story. That hasa'’t bevn a simple mattor of
erest mocres, but afew micro ‘sars’ coming together.
Tndin’s mumbers - papulat bon of Labn - work proba
Biilithes i bts favour Add Indin's long traditien of

n worldcliss professional falent pool. India's
finaieial services avchitectnre enables affieient
mionwtisation of assets. This i a clear outlier in the

erging markets unkverse, ahesd of even China, at
par with global financiz] centres like New York and

Recent improvements In physical nfro. and a

digital stack, have hastened creation of

stongest halance dhest in hall o generation has 5 tingid I 1 Hetween

i d growth well, Buta & palitical ¥ i aml CONTINICAS CAPEx
of oneand-vhall sty is pumppri hins b Singaposr,
Consurmption, move then hall of Dnda s GOR lsstockat
a¥ow datum ievel for several quarters, as the post-Covid — Jobs, ion, i | Why is 1 -2
b wears of T At less than 4% growth in the latest GDP - s2ill weak? Simgle, it's all about liww:d. 11|m-Jm|

number, the largest eylinder s stuttering.

isn't enough agpregate demand o absorb E:Mm,.

valuable enterprises wollmonetised by an efficient
finnneial morket. But most of it remains @t the wpper

Private & pubbic capex |
strong pillaraf growthin recent times, touching 34 54
of GDPin FY3 fromM.5% inF Y18 More than one-third
ol Eovestments is real estate, Desyite robust growih in

have been the

fctary cipacitis. Capacity he handof
TH TR along thne Atoveall, m.1
rangead gonds, Chini 1 CEpacity

‘K’ the top Hi* of population.
Markels are a welghing machine of survivors, while

demand There is a competitive Chinese supply at every
pricn pointavallable, eeoding pricing powe of ldian

everynre The current
suphoria is around the reading of the weighing michine.
The counting mavhine is still struggling to tek along

Tucury nearly thy
been onaceount o g blic mvestment, Between Centre

are il Do
in some sectors, Chinese capocities enable price

Fieevriter is CF0ef anesst pned svalth monagenen firm

Calvin & Hobhes

LETS SEE IF CALYW GOF Iwm SIPERDS
UATEVER WAS TN
WS LOCKER

'.

JMaN BRERS,

WSCLES | S, FoR STWERDOUS ¢
S WAGMITUGE, 57 s:mms T 5o, THER. FERGEATY OF 4
FOR LNDERWEAF, PED !

Sacredspace

TS HOT ENGUGH THAT Wi

WA TO HE THSAPLIMAR RS

Wi WE HEED To BR
PR

Letme not
pry to he
sheltered
Jrom dangers.
but to be

. . fearlessin
factng ther I'unn‘rrm heg for
the stilfing of iy pain. but for
the fieart fo cangeer it.

Rabindrasath Tagore

India’s T20 World Cup And Three Ps of Success

eiam for medical sollepes. Or whatever s the labesd proof that
hes abandened the okl attribute, ond instesd taken up residency in

(3] ) Busdside Manor:

e Basides, i'sonly fair that herailment/body part

< gets ashoi-in throughout the year, u*day” isalse reservad for those
actually qualified to deal with the problem. Last Monday

Mana Mehia detichment and the biest way wdeal Sape Vasisht oo glorifies patienes with perseverance leads us to
witheritics—neithergettingaffected by purusharth, humaneffort. In Yog 5 Ol Rodls.
ol s bszus o thim por wasting time holding on o Vaskeht [LLI2 when, upon sensing that
Eln'inuuml.erumknnd wokeupto  gruilies. Instesd, direct yourenergy his student. Prinee Ram. was bncoming Mlmlmﬂ!mlmlm‘imun
Invlla's vietory in the T2 Warld towards improving e gsme. compinceritand kethargic, be Alr el vigtory, e

Cup, irritated by the sound of erackers
bursting in the midkdla c\d thenight-

Persoverance pays | Moniter whit

these cricket happes

o remmided us that Dr Wiki
Brratica  Hipgocraies swear, dospite my
——————— double proclivity from belng born Parsi snd gro:

among Bengalls But, | hawm;mlb triesl aliopathy, homeo,

Cnomi? My LA d

sigribonris when | ln.-qm'mr.d Mumbais red- Ilghl area i my HIV-ALDS

not a hypochondrine

il whaeverkind of
adversary you are upagainst, it

altway throngh.

ath

terachieve it accordingly; it is certainly
ttn e I ROt s ot atandened

} final ericket match being plavedunder
thwe watchifirl syes of millions of cricket
fans, the Lsumaini ol pressure mist have
‘been sky-high: ButSuryakumar Yaday

Poringever reams of contontand

Iﬁwmtwl wdo}wrdhrma.

e

seame profound truths.

Past failures purify| Fuillng in o gaine
* Ik

writingdays. Oull, of course lnow phar ‘lwhat's
farmers cope withchronic ftress,

plawwmdem:l.gmnmr .‘:{&
ariclket, wholohenrtodly
Krishn talks about this

So here's un acute thank you' (o sveryone who's given me i
anatnmy From ohscure midwite ot Nevsari's Lying-in Hospital to Kolkata's
staried daktor hobes to Mumbai's legends — and all the lesser known, but

Thyesse whi've i i1 f

zivenmeback anarmand & leg. p 1o Ko my

thar | ever want ti Wha've held my heart mtnn-h— hunds.

Alec Smart said- " Monsoon session -noe hail. enly storms,”

your frmper
appartunities far purifieatlon, Now
Tcrdode 1

Omu youare inthe
iris

.md.ﬂlh;rum}'.ur"smmo{ mind,
J{LT

easentlal todiseand the

ik rnsotivinted Vo Lo get

ladderof criticismand hurt

catchthat sealed lnd la'svietory, \wum
withstand all kinds of pressuro and
et well i we focusall ue energy

U noment.

not fellow the wheel of ereation fhusset
aaing in }h.ls world, v, does ot perfurm

Tuis dutl

Ihulr boak, Phe Ikizmi Journes. Hector

Garelnand Francese Mimllesguoten
7 rantrl

work i your ndigs  mitiude in the Bhagwad ham.huw}lul,. nky
cnrkmmnmhﬂdlmnnrw:ltnsnndnrn itw vorse IL1G, when ha THE SPEAKING TREE The J; ordfor i 5t i aswallns
Lol bt spell of feke tened atid this - ganbarimasu - which ;
itherin kuphisbowand  mesns not stopping until the objective This way we move inio our zone, where
the sami-finaks or finale Criticiemthit flghlnmlrlnhls):nmlmuwurrlm'ksr hnnh«mmm‘ Ttstunds for each of auractions is automaticenlly
“palse Who've failure brings can belp n bwo ways- it Lt i th toglory:* In st L
ot

Irstin’s victory helped us net three
P’ thatcam bielp s glide through lifies

Emproved, Critheism also tesches is

lifie. he livesin vain,”

rowck it on it for a hundrod years'.. for

ey honcim
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Hathras stampede

Draw lessons to improve crowd management

was & disaster walting to happen, witharmmd 2.5
bkh people arammed Into a venue in which only
B1,000 were permitted by theauthonties. Thedeath
foll in the dampeda thal broke ot during a ‘sat-

ng’ in Hathras (Uttar Pradesh) has crossed 120;

the victims were part of the crowd which had gathered
tohear a preacher According tothe FIR, the siganisers
secured permigsion br the congregation on the basis of
afaleundertaking about the actial numberof devotees
whowere expected to attend it they are alse sccused of
refusing to cooperate with the police in traffle contrd
and concealing evidence after the Inddent.

1t ironical and untortunate that in a country where
people throng one religioas place or the ather onadaily
basiz, crowd management often leaves a lot to be
desred. A decarde ago, the National Trssster Manage
ment Authority (NDMA) had brought oot a guide on
managng crowls at events and venues of mass gathe-
mg This dooument was aimed of spurving state govern-
ments, local authorities and organisers to adopt an inte
Brated ard gructured approach to crowd and dissster
management, The NDMA had stated that man-made

s auch ag fes condd be preve with
‘proact e planning and flawless mlmon by cledicat-
edglmpsmﬂmﬂltrmﬂd | Hemrewey, ni.lthu;
was s by t the Hath

Gaving migleading estimates about the size of the
aadience or congregation isa comman phoy to get the
administration's rod. At times, palms are greased to
get the job done, However, the organisers cannot be
solely blamed when things go hoo by wrong, The
authorities should exercize due diligence in granting
permisgion; spot inspections are a must fo ascertain
whether adequate safety arrangements have been
made {or even the worst-case scenario. The way for-
ward 15t take exemplary action against those whise
rank negligence or greed puts lives on the line

Onroad to equity

Inject capital in free bus rides for women

HE free bug tavel schome forwimen in non-

AL infra-state buses acmess Punjab, initiated

by the state government in 2021, has signifi-

P i by enk thiiy

mobility and providing them substantial

firancial redief. Serving as a leline, # enables pris and

women to commute to better educational nstiudes and

winkplaces and even visit their family members without
the burden of trave costs o dependence on others.

Thesueests ofthe schwrne i evidert Do officil data:

i April 2021 sround 81 lakh women be refited from this

scheme every doy i the state. By Noverber 2022, this fig-

doubled. Bowes Faoad

v n
1t Comporation (PRTC) is facing a resource erunch,
v«m:r.he gmunmmlmng&e?ﬁ'[[‘waﬂs?ﬁﬂumm
tow the free travel aderd f The

delay mdmrmgmesﬁdieﬂhmleﬂﬂn PRICstgghngto
rd;mc m]m lmdpenmmam gnvm'mmmua

ability af this seviee, A coss-subsidy mechankom is a
wable option to mitigate fmancial Inases By shghtly
mcrensing fares for other passen persor introdueing addi-
tional charges on sendees the n
offest the costs of the schame, Public-prnvaie partnerships
as part af corporate social vesponabibty and targeted sub-
sidies eouldalso prosde some financial support,
Thefreehus servioe ha_undennbb mq:uwcﬂt}whwa
uf inPuriub, !
tion in education. wode and family sethities. Ensuring the
schierne's longdemm sustainahility is cracial 2z # i3 bound
10 foster socbocconomic growth in the state, 'Pmmcnng
women's i

i 1 cruecdiad o 5
tive as they tend to iovest e in their children's educa-
tion, health and nutrition, which, in tum, boosts economac
Erowth, Socil capital i3 recogrased as one of the pathweys
throiigh which emprvermentean be achieved.

OPINION
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Roll out a roadmap to rebuild agriculture

The sector needs ocut-cfthe-box thinking, however much may it upset the govemmg elite

DEVINDER SHARMA
FOOD & AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST

OR any discerning
reader, this is & shock-
ing reveltion n
twi decades. the price
of bread In Switzer-
Eind has deubled, but the farm-
gote poiee of wheat has come
down by half, Thi= iz an arrange-
ment that has kept cverrone
happy: except the firmers.

A former chatrpersm of the
Punjub Farmers' aml Fam
Workers' Commission, Ajay Vit
Jakihar, eeently tweeted; “Twen-
by years agn, the priee of beead in
Switzerlual vwaig 2.5 Swiss funcs
[CHF ard the proe ofwhent was
110 CHF per kg, Today, the price
ofbresd is4 CHF and the price ol
wheat is 51 CHF per kg.” Sorme-
time hack, T had shared an eam-
ple from Canada, where wheat
prices had tumbled over the past
150 years but bread prices had
woumed in the past four decades,
This distuthing trend of decline
ing farm output prices is not
exclustve to Switzerlnd and
Canada — it is more or ks
glabal phenomenon. Fhr over a
centiry now. fam - prices have
heen declhning stecply: pushing
farmers toeithercommit suicide,
ahandon agrcukure o strggle
to- survive sgainst all- peryasive
dhstress This is foed inequality

Peopbe who produce food end
up iving perpetually in pover
ty. Often, #t has been seen that
the farm prices are low and do
nol even cover the cost of pro-
duetion. The (rapedy i that
thrs: wha heng food to our
tables can't even afford to feed
thimsehves, With sucesssive
guvemmemg pushing fnr

UNFAIR: Fisrim prives ane cllen b and ¢ not even cover lhecost of production res o

called ‘anvadote, the other
stuhehalders in the spricultures]
atpply choins rolled m pmfits,
In the process, fumers have
bseen rendered ba kgt

While firmers suffer and rurel
wmpes stagnate. the broken fbod
avsiem has kept conswmess hage
o, Keeping food paces delibear-
ately Jow and pushing them st
lower with every passing yeas
and at the same time extracting
excpssve profits — sellers prof
i, ns it i o called — has Jed
apribusiness com panies to Bugh
il the wary tothe bank. Althaigh
morporates blame dsing wages
and supply cham tottleneckes for
the rising prices; studies have
shown that i the US, for
instance, in the second and third
cquierbers of B2, corporate prof
its fuelied 53 per cent of the inflz-
ton Furthet, eorporae profits
umpedatter the Covid pandem-
e, reaching w wenrd high by the
last quarter of 2023, In the qur
decades price to {he 3

Policymakersare
againskiring the
real cavseof farm
distress — falling
farmincomes.

15 on the farm front, rural anger
omy pet s hi ghli phied inthe elee-
tion season. ‘Ind’s govern-
ment claims to subsidise frm-
eri, bul actually burts them'
{The Economist, July 12, 2018}
peovides an interesting insight,
While the OECD (Urgnrisation
for E i Ci o and

e rontribution of corparate
profite to inflation was ondy
around 11 per cent,

For over a century ard & half|

t  the
farmier's m!.mm was simply
overfooied. Very cleverty, while
farmers felt easily elated when

rightilu] prices to tarmers. Obwi-
sty with, 1o brymakess tarning
 blind eye to the deepening orl-

Develrpment) eountries, the
rivhest trading bloe, provide an
equivalent of 18 per cent of the
farm itoome to producers, India
actully ends Lp taxng them,
Accordingly. § pec cent of the
farm: feome 15 appropriated on
any aversge in Indis. In another

THOUGHT PORTHE DAY

CIECT stusty, 1t became cheas that
while Indiun farmers Jost 15 per
centan an avesage by way of fow
prced between 2000 and 2016,
the real bersfit aconied o con-
sumers, who gained by 25 per
venit b suhsidised prices

As the Pinenee Minister gets
ready W present the full Budget
or 2024-25, it i time to visualise
whet kind of eoonmic policies
are needed oot only W assunge
furmers’ prowing angerbut aiso
b ke out o madnap for bl -

while the industry armund agri
culture has and will benefl
immensely from sich buadgetary
suppart, lemmers continue o be
pushed deeper into distress,

Productivity ming haven'l
irmekited into living inoome for
farmers. If furm ineomes contin:
ue to be at the botlem of the
pyramid even Bl vear after the
Greens Revvedition, the prissive
of teehnologieal traneformation
vz Agriculture Revolufion
40 cannot be feen 458 panacea
[ w1l the s afflicting agricul.
ture. As uaial policymakers an
onee apuin skitting the real
cause of frm distmess — falling
Farm ineumes — and trying to
cover it ip with the Tawed think-
ing that technological interern-
tions will boost mames

Al ‘global boiling, resilient
agricultiire wallome from e gen
erative fanning practices, Mo
thin artifieial intelligenor, what
is veeded iz to first utilise aail-
able natural intelligence, I &
important o first nved in bilki-
ingthe capacity and potential of
human populabion enprpged n
agricuiture. The dominant eeoe
nommic thinkin g will not be comr
Bortable with thiz but the time
his come b boeiks bevond the pre
desipned pramsten .

Gaven that agricilire s the
bigpeat smpover in the country,
emjiloying 45.5 per cent of the

ing e what
emnomist an  Dreze  had
rermarked: “Political discourse in
Indlin normally takes plice with-
i vertzin boundaries sel by the
pavileged and powerful, T8 you
mErstep  these  houndaries
epect same trouble ™ Apreul
ture needs out -of-the-boe think-
g, however mich may i upset
the governing clite.

prafitable enterprise i the nevd
of the times, The conventionsl
thinkting of helping the medustry
which, in turne will help raive
tarm ineomes — conforming 1o
the tridde-dovn principle — &
unlikely towork
To mmove fod inequality,
there iz o growin g need for fresh
thmmg First, provide a lc.gnl
i

Al these years, the pred
mmt mute o mising fam
Ewnmes hug been through more
udgetary support for technn.
Togical nterventions. Even with
the: move toards digitalisation.
artificial intelligence, robotice
and precision farming, themby
ringin g agriculture increse ng-
Iy intes the compomitisation lap, it
has to be scknowledged that

farm prices os per the M&
Swaminathan formuls; second-
Iy, the Finance Minister should
engure that 50 per cent of the
Budget is allotated for roughly
hall of the population. T begin
‘with, start enhémcing the firm
budpet every year by 10 percent
of the tital Al present, it i less
than 3 per cent.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.

LAHORE, HRIDAY, |ULY 1, 1929

An eye-opencr

WHILE the country is waiting with bated breath for the detailed
imupression s of the Mabatma megacdi ng the st mesting of the
India Conpress Commities. 6t which howas himselithe cen-
tral figure, it i only natural that the somewhat aoinic state-
ment wiich o representative of the Aseociuted Preds suceeed-
wd in eliciting from him st his first inbe riew should form a
subject of widespresd comment “Though onall the fiur read-
Buticees that Thad the bonourol mosving,” sid the Mahatma, 1
had 8 majority, I must own Mnmnﬂml! o my coneeptinn I
Jefiateid TH 1i penesto me,
u.nd[nm oW uu_upmd in adiligent search lmru within, As yet
Tumwithout an snewer™ The Bteral meaning ol thege words is
petfectly cleas The Mahatma had nt the sort of majority &

Hichhe had b 1 i the pat. whil
erueal questy the exch nf & and mther non-
‘balievers in his programme, he had no majority at all This was
notonly contrary o s expectation but showed how largely he

There is too little public recognition ofhow much we all depend upon fairmers. — john Freedy

The prophecy at
Amarnath shrine

L Gex Prapeee Bavt (reTn)

HE annual pilgrimage to the Amamnsth sheine in
sath Kashmir eommenced on June 26, with the
devout urdertaking the arduous jourmey to pey obei-
sance to Lol Shiva in the holy cave Incoted atan altitude of
about 3,800 metres. & quarter of 2 century ago. T made the
luurm-; :ulhralmded Baba Barfani.
In 1968, [ was deplved in 3 Rashtrya Rifles (RRE umt n

tcarying ol e
'Elk.mgadu:llhm.lk_ldmli‘dtotmk o Amarnath. Anu].ﬁw
of my umt, Mgy Ranlir Katoch, who was from the Army Air
Diefence Corps. asited me if hecould come along, Ranbirdways
buined a1 resndy 5 e ] s full of besns snd guis —thekmd of
offieer any commuander would kve to have in his team. On
Auguist 11, we st course for Pabalgam ane o mwards ta Chan-
damasiri, from whens the armard journey of 32 km was on foot
A steen clirmb o gbo ut an howr took ws to Plsso Top, wller twa
more hours of brisk walkin £ we reached imother landmark on
this trufl, Shesh Nag. With breaks in betwveen, oe trwversed
M.xhnﬂmﬂs T ainel ]'h l*q:mlhn frmlb( !wchn- & Pantami by
nightfall H

Ran-
barshamd ahrﬂtwnh me tUr the right,

On Atpist 12, wewere upat the cruck of down and negotiat-
] the finad 6§ km ab a Fast clip 1o be the first ones gt the cawe,
mei before the pllprim hordes started moving up. The howd
priest of the shrine conducted a prayes for s, w‘!ulr wee stond
in reverense in fmnt of the ice Shiding. o me. he
handed over prosod, a small vermillion b banghes and a
picceof red ribbon, telling me that these were formy wifeasa
bessing for martial longevity. He then Wmed o yung Ran-
bir and said: "¥ou must not be married ved'

1 was quick to correet him and inforoed him Ranbir was
muarried. He expressed regred U‘ml eince it was early in the
norning, . invchuching lifferent kands of
praand, had not amived end be did not have wny more of the
marital svenbols of blessing, However, be handed Fanhir
some priviod and 8 ministure phato of the Shivimg:

About ﬂneed.z\u me. we Iaum:he‘.. & cm‘]umnl m-h opEr-
tonn beded s
of terrorsts, Rmhrw&\nﬂ)emb!uxﬂmmm hie roops. and
wi h!lfct'mhmz o rnze field, ran into two heavily armed fonsign

had overrated the messurs of support which his
il policy had in the country That to him the meeting of'the All
Indis Congress Committes was only o et we know from his
At articies in Foomg Fuche, He wanbed fo know e said again
and ugpin, wheme ke stood and where the Congress end the
couniry stood, The mesting of the Commitiee, 1he speeches
muade ot it. in some cases by professed No-Chan pers, and above
all the msuls of the divisions mnstituted as ennvncing an

unawer tothis question ag he conld possibly heve expected.

milit:nts, both bt
al avery heny e Imllm{lmm e fiomst, Ranbir meoeiverd o
burst of sacrifice.

Next morning, bisenbalmed body was s=nt onaeommer-
cial flight to Delhi escorted by one of ourofficera Iremem-
el the incident at the holy cave when | paid my last

this —und i 0 haunt me.
The ‘dental’ af marital hlasiings an that tstefil fmarming
was indeed prophetic.

LETTERS TO THE

Stop revering godmen

Befer to *116 killed i stampede at UFs
Hathrss as disciples vie for thelr guri's
dimpse’; as many as 25 lakh people had
reportedly crammed Erto the venue meund o
m:mmndnlt J'Ja\ BD.000, 1t & & pity that so

Don't disrupt the session

Lied by Lin? Rehul Ganelhi, 8 buoyant Cppo-
gition hos asserted its position in the frst
session 0f the 18th Lok Sabha without con
stant heckling or interruption. However,
mm:h tathe dismig of the countrymen, PM

ey 1gunis
These gndmen hold mussve sy over the
muszes, Hordes of gullilis people redulously
believe everything these godmien say. [t goes
without suving that Bhole Baba bears resporn-
shility for the starpede. But thas who had
wrmwded into the venue are slss o blame fr
the tragedy. Their imespensibale behaviour v
ot b . Th
actouritability for the harmowing q.mod»

‘0 PRASADA RAD, HYD ERABAD

An avoidable tragedy
The slampede i UP's Hatheas that has
daimed more thin 100 fves wis an avoidible
tragedy, which makesit all themore heartrend-
ing The deadly mix of utter negh gence on the
part of the ormnisers indifference of the
autharties nmrnﬂi W\d ‘\'Jd(‘ﬁpﬂ'ud igno
i for it Why
e hardes of eophe nllmtd o thromg the
e without adequate amangements n
lane? Asis thes porm, the governiment s going
to get un a committee to seertain what went
wivng, Authorities across the country st
dimw lessons from this rugedy and tule offoe.
thve steps bo prevent a repeat ol it
DVG SANKARA RAD, VIDANAGARAM AP}

Rahul leads the Opposition charge
Rahul Gandhi's maiden speech as the
Leader of Opposition (LoF) s significant.
It has set the tone fora Fied Chpposie

Modi's address in the House was
mirred by dloganecring and walkoiuts by a
digruptive Opposition, [L s imperative fora
wibrimt democracy that our lwmakers
ufilice the dme during & sesgion to hold pro-
ductive discussions for public welfare
Regardies: of politice. MPs must exercizs
restraint amd not do asnything dasruptiee
KRESHAN KANT S000, NANGAL

Manufacturing on the rebound
India's manufactunng sector & on the
rebound, with the HSBEC India Menu factor-
ing Purchasing Managers  Indes (PMI)
reaching 8.3 & June. The rematkabie
Erowth, driven by domes tie de mund and goy-
emment mfmstructure spending, shmveses
India's resilienee snd potentiol The sector's
strmg performanee 15 a testament fn the
country’s stutus 45 the fastest prowing mujor
tconormy tn the woekd, The recoed pooe of b
craation, with hiring surging for the fourth
consecitive month 15 4 significant achieves
ment. While inflationary pressimes persist,
et urers have managed 1o malntain
profit mirging by passing on higher coets to
consimers, As the government prepans o
present the full Budgat, the manufacturing
sector's growth is Buedy b be a ey highlight
SAHIBPREET SINGH, MOHAL|

Biden's age not a hurdle
V5 President Joe Biden s dets

tiom. His searing remarks, though
expunged, reflect the truth, The Opposi-
tiom"s newfiund confidence & palpable, and
its determination to hold the ruling regime
aceuntoble is @ welcome change PM
Narendra Modi's jibe at the Congress' lack
of strength in numbers notwithstanding,
Rahul has moade a mark. The Opposition
must continue 1o speak truth fo power, but
with faets and evidenve, not hearawy. Mahua
it ra's feist iness i an insgiration, and the
Oppoation must drow strength fivm he
GURDEV SINGH, BY MAIL

‘i sparked eulls for him to step aside and let
a younger candidate take on the mantle. The
whale world watched a8 Biden strggled 1o
string his thoughts together while on the big
stage lnst Thuraday, But his poor debate show
ing must ned distrset Ameriean voters from
the schicvements of his  adminstration
Ulriliize Biden, Donzkd Trurmp puts his inber-
st e thiose of the publsc He s nol it for
public office, The Amerion electorate must
nol forus on Biden's age while casting their
‘ballots this Novemben

HIVANSHU TANDON, BY MAIL
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Sustainable development

The recent reportshowed mixed results

ith less than six year th 1t Goals

(SDGs), part of the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development, require intensified effort on India’s part to achieve its

17 goals and 169 associated targets. Adopted in 2015, these global goals
serve as a universal call to action to eradicate poverty, achieve gender justice,
safeguard the planet, and ensure peace and prosperity for all. In this regard, the
recently released progress report on SDGs in India offers data-driven evidence,
which underscores mixed progress by the country towards achieving the SDGs and
their corresponding targets. Under SDG1 (no poverty), India has done well in recent
years. The report shows a 9.89 percentage point reduction in multidimensional
poverty (MDP), dropping to 14.96 per cent between 2015-16 and 2019-21. A recent
report by the NITI Aayog indicates a further decline to 11.28 per cent in 2022-23.
Sustained effort will be needed to further reduce the level of poverty and increase
real disposable income.

Continued government intervention will be needed in other areas to improve
the quality of life. The report, for instance, emphasises that while maternal and
child health has improved with a decline in malnutrition, stunted growth, and
maternal and infant mortality rates, there has been a notable rise in anaemia
among women aged 15-49 years and children below five. Under SDG4 (quality
education), the gross enrolment ratio in higher-secondary education, the rate of
vocational- and technical-training participation, enrolling differently-abled stu-
dents, the teacher-student ratio, and school infrastructure have shown significant
1mprovement since 2015-16. However, the complenon rate for grades 5th and 8th

ped below the pre-pandemic levels, how children ffected
due to pandemlc related disruption. Further, the increased female labour force
participation rate has been accompanied by a rise in wage disparity, dowry cases,
and crime rates, including sexual crimes against women. These factors necessitate
increased government expenditure on health, education, and social protection.
However, the report indicates the share of expenditure on essential services in
government spending has declined from pre-pandemic levels.

Furthermore, in pursuit of sustainable and carbon-neutral growth, India
committed itself to achieving its net zero target by 2070 at the 2021 Conference of
Parties-26 (COP-26) in Glasgow. This report highlights progress with increased
shares of renewable energy and improved industry environmental compliance,
signalling positive steps in this direction. However, an increase in per capita fos-
sil-fuel consumption and a stagnant forest cover counteracl these advancements
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Budget must signal change

It needs to move beyond headline GDP to prioritise job creation and
alleviating rural distress

ith the election done and dusted, it's time to
getback to the business of running the coun-

try. The Budget for FY24-25 presents the gov-
ernment with an opportunity to show how it has
absorbed the bytheel Ttcannot
be business as usual; it must be a Budget for change.
People have signalled that they want a greater focus
on employment and alleviating rural distress. While
headline gross domestic product (GDP) growth is
itis notenough — the nature
and quality of that growth matter as well. It s also a
free food and other hand g

tant, especially in coping with the pan-
demic, but they also are not enough.
People want a hand-up to better jobs
and the dignity of employment, not

just food and gas cylinders. Welfarism
has its limits. a s
As the finance minister promised X

even before the elections in a speech
to industry body FICCI in February
this year, the government would focus
after the elections on what economists
call factor-market reforms — land,
labour, capital and digital public
infrastructure. She was right in

AJAY CHHIBBER

Moreovet, the proportion of government 1re allocated to ens

protection has seen minimal improvement, increasing by only 0.3 per cent of
gross domestic product from 2015-16 to 2022-23, suggesting that the government
needs to do more in this regard.

SDG 16 (peace, justice, and strong institution) strives to achieve peace, effective
governance, and a transparent judicial system. In contrast, the report shows increasing
rates of crimes against children and women annually. Furthermore, India lags sig-
nificantly behind global standards, with only 1.93 courts and 1.53 judges per 100,000
people. The data also shows the percentage of responded RTI (Right to Information)
queries has declined. Overall, while India is growing at a healthy pace, the benefits
of growth seem to be not reaching some sections of the population. If economic
growth is concentrated, it would undermine the economy’s long-term prospects.
The government would do well to focus on lagging areas to attain the stated goals in
the coming years.

Lagging indicator
Gender diversity in India Inc still sub-optimal

orporate India’s record on gender parity in the workplace has never been

optimal. Narrowed down to the boardroom and senior management,

two recent studies highlight India’s distance to horizon on this key

marker of cultural progress. One by the National Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER) found that India Inc, with women’s share of top
and middle management at 20 per cent, lagged global average of 33 per cent (as
0f2019). Another analysis by Business Standard showed that India’s women direc-
tors were paid nearly 40 per cent less on average than men in the same role. The
NCAER study also showed that almost 60 per cent of the surveyed firms did not
have women in senior or middle-management roles. Five of the top 10 National
Stock Exchange (NSE)-listed firms by market capitalisation had no women in
their top management teams as of March 2023. While more than half of the NSE-
listed companies in the sample did not have a woman as part of their top man-
agement, about 10 per cent had just one.

The situation is slightly better in corporate boardrooms, where women’s
share has risen from a little under 5 per cent in FY14 to 16 per cent in FY23,
according to the NCAER study. This relatively gender-balanced picture — still
lower than the global average of 20 per cent — is more the result of a mandate in
the Companies Act, 2013, than a progressive social consciousness in corporate
India. Section 149 (1) of the Act requires every listed company or a public company
with a paid-up share capital of 2100 crore or turnover of 3300 crore to have at least
one woman director on its board. Rather than accepting the spirit of the mandate,

especially at famil entities, sought to cynically
fulﬁl the letter of the law by appointing relatives — mothers, wives, daughters —
who were not necessarily qualified to dispense managerial wisdom. This aspect
was highlighted by a committee on corporate governance set up by the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi), which proposed that the mandate exclude

India’s top 500 listed companies to have at least one independent woman director
by April 1, 2019, and top 1,000 listed companies by April 1, 2020, ensuring that the
exercise was not reduced to box-ticking.

The dearth of women in middle and senior management, however, is likely
to escalate into a problem in creating a pipeline of qualified women to fill directorial
positions in the future. More so when Business Standard’s analysis shows that the
average remuneration for women has increased at only 1.8 per cent compound
annual growth rate in the past decade, compared with 94 per cent for men, leading
to a wider gap today than 10 years ago. The study found the situation to be worse
at companies other than the top ones. The average salary of women executive
directors across NSE-listed companies has declined 1.2 per cent since 2012-13,
while it has risen 7.4 per cent for men executive directors. Given these weak incen-
tives for women to rise within corporate hierarchies, gender diversity in India Inc
is likely to remain a distant goal.

promoters’ relatives. Accordingly, in 2018, Sebi made it compulsory for boards of

Yin, yang and assumptlons

BOOK REVIEW

these and we now hope
she will act on them in the upcoming
Budget. These reforms are needed to address why we
'use our most abundant factor of production — labour

/-

IF TRUTH BE TOLD

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

model does not create enough employment, it does
not lead to higher incomes among the masses, and
therefore consumption demand remains tepid.
Lending to the corporate sector has remained low and
the recovery in investment has not materialised. The
‘banking sector is itching to lend but as corporate bor-
rowing has not picked up, it has increased retail lending
hugely and very rapidly. This has prompted the
Reserve Bank of India to issue a warning, cautioning
banks against “exuberance” and targeting top-ups to
mortgage loans.

‘While better infrastructure has improved India’s
logistics, the costs of using it remain very high.
Instead of expandmg the PLIscheme as big business
lobbies are lowering the costs of doing

where India is a pioneer — can only help even more.
‘While India desires to keep up its capl(al expendi-

business will bring wider benefits. Lowering rail
freight costs by covering more of the cross-subsidy
to passengers in the Budge( lowering elec[rici(y

ture, it must also pursue fiscal ion more
aggressively. The goods and services tax (GST) has
finally stabilised and is generating more revenue.
Disinvestment provides another potential source for
the future. The existing system for disinvestment —
where a target is announced, does not work. Even the
government has recognised this. Based on my earlier
study at the National Institute of Public Finance and
Policy on India’s public sector units, except for the
Maharatnas, I would suggest a massive privatisation
programme over the next five years,
but the way it is done matters hugely.

Handing over state assets to a few
chosen corporations, akin to Russian
oligarch-style privatisation, is not the
right way. Transparent processes,
competitive bidding, and ensuring
that some of the funds are set aside
for worker compensation are vital for
strategic disinvestment to succeed.
In democratic countries with reason-
ably developed capital markets, open
market sales (share sales) could be
designed to widen ownership and cre-
ate a greater public stake for the dis-
investment. Employees could also
be provided shares — employee stock option plans
(Esops) —i ies when they private

so that they are not as resistant to the
sale and can share in the upside of post-privatisation.

‘The push for more capital expenditure — especially
— has been positive for growth, but

— so poorly, and why India’s sector
. Itmust hy
our scarcest. resource land, is wasted in unproductive
farms and sprawling urban ratherthan  for infrast
compact efficient ities. India’s capital mar-

ket also remains hugely underdeveloped because of
theneed tofinancea fiscal deficit
of 89 per cent of GDP, soaking up massive resources
that should be available to the private sector. The statu-
tory liquidity ratio should be done away with.
Improving our digital public infrastructure further —

it has not yet led to the much-anticipated revival of
private investment. The business lobbies clamour for
more production-linked incentive scheme-type ini-
tiatives, in which they receive even more subsidies,
but these are hardly a sustainable model for genuine
private sector-led growth that creates more employ—
ment. Because the existing tri d

more of
losses, and bringing petrol and diesel into the GST
— even at the highest rate of 28 per cent— would be
abetter use of government funds.

People look at the success of China and Korea to
draw lessons and argue that India needs aggressive
industrial policy to drive growth. Yes, that is correct,
but they also did many fundamental things that laid
the foundation for their miraculous development.
Universal education and primary health care were
a key element. Both freed up land with major agri-
cultural reforms and, in Korea’s case, even land
reform. Both urbanised very rapidly but used the
urban designated land optimally. India can also pur-
sue an industrial policy, but its objective must be to
boost exports and employment. It must also focus
more on education and health.

Finally, a big low-hanging fruit is tourism where
India is underperforming significantly. With its her-
itage, religious, beach, mountaineering and desert
tourism, India has it all but needs a master plan for
the next five years, which should focus on women’s
safety, cleanliness, and turning “Incredible India”
into a “Credible, Safe India” to attract tourists. This
will help boost employment too.

Some of India’s boldest reforms have come during
a coalition government. It is time for such reforms
to set India on a path to a more inclusive sustainable
development path. Merely feeling satisfied with
headline GDP numbers without more employment
will not lead us to Viksit Bharat. The time to change
course has come, and the upcoming Budget provides
the opportunity to clearly signal this change.

Thewriteris

olicy, George

University -authoroft India.
HarperCollins in2021, which was declared the Best New
Booki Times for2022

Breaking the minerals monopoly

have taken centre stage, becoming crucial for elec-

tronics, renewable energy, electric vehicles,
defence, aerospace, and medical devices. For instance,
the International Renewable Energy Agency’s pathway
to restrict global temperature rise to 1.5°C posits that
renewables will constitute 91 per cent of the energy
mix by 2050, requiring massive quantities of minerals
like silicon, silver, lithium, and rare earths such as
neodymlum and dysproslum The surging demand

In the 21st century, critical minerals and rare earths

Recently, when the US restricted semiconductor tech-
nology sales to China in Ocmber 2022, China imposed

Recent government initiatives are promising.
L 55 ha

the
states. In 2019, 100 per cent foreign direct investment
was allowed. The Geological Survey of India has
I

export d gallium from August  taken over their:
2023, crucial for manu-

facturing where China holds 60 per cent and 80 per

cent of global production, ‘Amid ongoing ‘hed

tensions between China and the US over the South
China Sea, China also restricted exports of synthetic
i i where
itmaintains almost complete market. dommance

250 projectsto
minerals. Amendments in 2023 to the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and
the Offshore Areas Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 2002, have permitted the entry of the

reliance h her
mmerals like graphite, manganese,
cobalt and nickel as “critical”, high-
lighting their pivotal role in shaping
future technologies and industries.
The global surge in demand has
elevated critical minerals to the status
of strategic assets and geopolitical
tools. These minerals are concentrat-
ed in a few nations, with China being
the dominant one possessing substan-
tial reserves of dysprosium (50 per
cent), neodymium (50 per cent), and
graphite (65 per cent). China’s mineral
dominance is fortified by securing
advantageous agreements across
Africa, Latin America, Central Asia, and Australia,
often through initiatives like the Belt and Road
Imtlauve (BRI). For instance, Chmas $L3 bl]]lon BRI
in mineral in
Ghana, Guinea, Niger, Sierra Leone, and Mali ensured
privileged access to bauxite and lithium. In Ghana,
the involvement of SinoHydro, a Chinese firm in alu-
minium processing from Ghanaian bauxite, grants
China concessional terms over 20 years, while the
Ghanaian entity repays the Chinese loan.
China’s is
‘being the mineral processing capital of the world. Chma
controls substantial global shares — graphite (80 per
cent), dysprosium (100 per cent), manganese (93 per
cent), and neodymium (88 per cent). This industrial
prowess of China, driven by economies of scale, has
reduced their processing costs and erected significant
barriers to entry for other nations, solidifying China’s
control over mineral supply-chains.
‘The monopolistic weaponisation of critical mineral
supply is raising concern. In 2010, China restricted rare

AJAY KUMAR

OFF THE GRID

Other

of creating an Opec—like cartel by
resource-rich nations, a “Buyers
Club” to avoid a bidding war among

pri through auctions. Certain minerals pre-

i i havebeen i facil-

itating private-sector mining. Three rounds of auctions

for blocks of lithium and rare earths started in November
b o 1

(G7 countries or strategic

h

by others. The US and the EU are pro-
moting localisation and friend-
shoring of critical minerals even

for auction, opening new opportunities, and startup
imi ingtech-

nologies have been launched. Stockpiling key minerals

though it means higher costs. During
Narendra Modi’s US visit in 2023, the
critical minerals partnership was
high on the agenda. The Mineral
Security Partnership, a US initiative
with 13 countries and the EU, began
inmid-2022, and Indiajoined in 2023.

India’s ambitions for net-zero
emissions by 2070, semiconductor and

for . , space, defence, and
i sectors inati

At ime, Indiaisstarting with
other countries. Khanij Bidesh India is assisting
Argentina in lithium exploration across five blocks and
discussinglithium and cobalt blocks in Australia. India,
asatrusted friend of Africa, should be investing in ben-
eﬁclauon and processmg faclllues promo[mg local
and To expedite

expanding defence, nuclear, and space industries
underscore the critical importance of minerals like
lithium, nickel, copper, and cobalt. With India heavily
reliant on imports for these minerals — 100 per cent
for cobalt, nickel and lithium, and 93 per cent for cop-
per and its concentrates — securing supply chains is
crucial amid potential geopolitical pressures and vul-
nerabilities in strategic sectors.

India has abundant heavy minerals, found in the
sands of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and
Odisha, and significant deposits of polymetallic ferro-
manganese nodules and crusts in the Andaman Sea
andL iith deep- dd
inland. Despite possessing over 210 million tonnes of
graphite and 665 million tonnes of ilmenite and rutile,
production remains minimal, with most exported as
raw material. Many critical minerals have remained

i nerals, neglect-

initiatives, the gove should involve

both the private sector and public-sector undertaking.
India must enhance its mineral processing capa-
bilities to meet its low-concentration core and specific
end-use requirements. Current capacities are insuffi-
cient and below international productivity norms.
India can draw inspiration from Indonesia’s success
in nickel to lead globally in cnucal minerals, where it
domesticand i raw materials.

Like oil-refining, India has the potential to become a
global leader in lithium refining and to address global
bottlenecks in critical minerals. To achieve this, the
production-linked incentive scheme for minerals
should be tailored to meet global aspirations, gener-
ating signi ities in the
process. While policy initi havebeeni -
ed, there is now a pressing need for investments and

ing deep-seated critical minerals. Explorauon was

restricted entities,

; 1T Kanpur, and

asChina. Asaresult, itseemstobe inawe

earth exports to Japan amidst a territorial dispute. ~and ad fadvanced prospecting terd taryofIndia
theChi notjust narrati d
hadpushedasanarrative. Theother consistent argumenthe

Oneneedstoaccept that though India

makesisthatsince 2014 Indian policy and

ofwhatChinaasanauthoritarianstate
hasmanaged to ach)cvc Itisnow central

GUNJAN SINGH

and Chinaare Asian nations with planniny becauseitha toglobal .Itcannotbe
Theauthor long-termstability an the | beenruledbyamajoritygovernment.The | denied that Chinahassuccessfully

ovemewofhow Indiaand: Chma are CONSEensUs Versus: shon -termgrowthrisks | social author the coalition ‘managed tolift millions out of poverty.
affecti intheirown and imposed vi light the swirl of different. Indian gover achieved much Butthe question thatloomslargeisat
way. Ineffect, though’ he yinandyangt ing tolook for ithinthe toChinaduris ime what cost. When we discuss economic
comparati ries. istorit ‘thet ions”. vastdi Tac period. Hewritesthat, “Duringthe growthand achievements, should we not

P i Th insand mp hadto coalitionerain lookatthe cost paid by the peopleinthe
informationabout ] authordi ive DANCE OF THE ELEPHANT, ' 1djia, multiple form of human rightsviolations, income

havebeenunderway | book. The: aumorhasldennﬁedﬁveyangs, ofpeople’s WALKOFTHEDRAGON: 1, itjcq disparities,and

How India and China

ineach country. Butitdoesn’tengage which e Reshaplngthe interestgroups environmental degradation?
withany one specific developmenl in Theyare: agnculmral land reformsand aspirations. Indian World in Different Ways dilutedtheintent, Theauthorattemptsto providea
‘ndiaand Chinaaretwo oftheworld’s detail. In thequ ‘the market: real 20N Author: Sandeep effectivenessand parallel for similareventsin both
largest civilisati riesan i estateand policyand the Hasurkar implementationof | countries. However, whenoneistryingto
economies. Both have adopted The: thebookisthat infrast ip. He thusthe Publisher: Rupa Indiaand China,
smkmgly d.lfferem routesto. reach the both: nauons have had differentgrowth hasidentified of haveto Pages: 352 3 to i
pos muu trajectoriesand atvery growth. Theseare debt, corruption, catertotheir Price: ? 595 ities. ities and refrain from
different positions on the d demands.Onthe - ‘Thiscontrasted predictions. Thisisonaccount of the very
Chinamoved towardsthe one-party scale. T! lookat how However, t otherhand, China with Chinese same thingthe authortalksaboutat the
authoritarian state. Theauthorasserts both countri loit their current asaLeninist Party dissent leaders’ relatively book — thy
that “thisyin-yangofnational narratives realities. Theauthor readin, d i fashion. It authority, aswellasthe consistency of histories of the two nations. Though the
hasunfoldeduniquely foreachnationover | positionof iesinthe ing. The does not isthusnotput | policyintent, experimentation, speed book providesarange of information, the
thecenturies, shapingtheirindividual, following way: ] diversi author: i tothetestevery fewyeav It andif ioninthe Chinese lackof comprehensive analysis detracts
path-dependent trajectories”. Thebook versus monocultural unity,. cenmfugal argumentinthewelter of factand hisown history of ‘militaril i iod”. fromitsvalue.
alsoexplores majorevents, policy ripetal forces, ol opinions, makingitdifficult themost recent beingthe 1989 Theseassumptionsindicate the lack
isi i iti have 3 ersus whatheistryingtoconvey. The Tiananmen Square. After reading the ofanuanced i ‘domestic 1 ieweris ; OPJindal
ofbothnation: inuit rSus [ss i i ome criti i iti realitiesof Indiaaswell Global University
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There is a Ring of
Truth to Tariff Hike

Telcos can now rI'IVESt ingame-changing 5G

[ndia'stelecome heflercest price war.
riors, have f‘lmll)‘ seen Ihollt..h[ They are roising tariffs,
hoping. e o o predigie ats
at dirt chesp rates won't be able o Kick their browsing
habit. 1t is a caleulated gamble by Reliance Jio, Bharti
Adirteland Vodafone Idea to raise revenue per subseriber
to fund network expansion. The industry has it slightly
easler after a Gol lifeline that allowed the purchase of
spectrum in instalments. Yot, speetrum prices remain
highwhile its telecom tariffs are among the lowest inthe
warld, Hyper competition has squeesed telecom compa:
nies toa point where Vodatone ldea had tobringon Gel as
ashareholder topay itsdues.

The concerted price hikes areasignthe industry lsgal
ning health, The competitive intensity earlier was diffi-
cult to sustain and was acting perver:
aely to push telecom services towards
aducpaly The industry and Gol agree
that India is a market for three tele-
comeompanies if not four Plansto e
vivestate-cuned BSNL will putthe in.
dustry ona firmer footing. And it will
better serve Gol's agenda of a disital
India. The recent price increases are ealibated to main.
taln the tempo of subseriber transition from 26 to 4G
networks, The sticker shock is not thal intense for data:
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The Dalai Lama may soon reveal his succession plan, and it'll have geopolitical ramifications

Reincarnate the Tibet Card?

nedia, Chingand the LS are keen-
Iy watching the Datai Lama’s
et v, Thasin top-ofeie-mind
puestiom i whether the Tlietan
will ba ammouneing his
SCCRETE

Sugporters of the J4th Dalai Lasman,
whilech il 75 L rnabors. e wor
i that China will iry o beat him in
he race and declare #ts own 15th Dol
L, “Thiy hiwessen attempted toin-
st (hemsedves i the succeasion af
e Ll Eamua, WWewiillnet ied that hisg-
pon,” saiel Repubilican chair of the US
House Forelsm Aftairs Commltice 30

chael MeCanl.
For Tihetnns lving bn Ching and

e
fram Tibet to el in 12 or Chiirw
s truogs took ovns et arnd indulged
i oo bath.

Comiral pwer Tihet s erueial o Bej-

Mpee o

hungry 50 substrihcrs. inz iy Tiet

oLz = oy :wwri‘ur the prest of LJum Jmlh"nll‘fd; have changed naw. get ready for
network ups:ndannn With popu]atinn level celiph Itz & :::‘u" N‘lﬂ%:gﬁ;:,:mrhmlms
usage, Gol and b are bullding tve digl I .\qml. |1hur;m. Myanmur il

tal stacks on the telecom backbone. The industry faces
heavy Investments in terrestriel and satellite networks.
[t s bo find a way to finanee thess investments from
Internal resourees, The price revisions suggest that the
Frenry for subseriber addition has abated, and telecom
companies are looking at the game- dmmmu:. lnmlol BG
represents, where hine-£

ushers ina new industrial revolution,

Do Crowded Lives in
India Matter At All?

Even inthe bestof times, keepinga queae in India s challeng
Ing. In the worst of times, we get life-taking stampades. This
reality isfar i
gatherings asevideneed in 1

e h-m HS[N’ﬁE on '1 e
T LM peoy hild lnstthedr
Tivess whil dman and reportedly col:
leed st Froan buks car's tyve tradl after a satsangended,. An FIR
has boen registered against the organisers. in other words, an
attermpt is belng made to close the stable door alter the horse
hasbolted.

District officials reportedly pranted permission after orgs.
nisers und 1 numbers

tobe 25 lakhy

vl Byt ey, Thials whythe
cholet of the Dulad Loann, once regand
exlasthe haly king af the' l"mnm
pbe. issoimporiant for‘athaist’

Whal i Illrm{DuLulmml:ﬁnu
ol amongg THwetan mamigranes Tiving
i place Ching does nat control? That
wotild ghvean antively new twist tothe
Tibetan movement. csing politlcal
problems for the Chines lewdershin
Setwolars hive long discussod the possi-
th\\dihnmtrkdml.nlnuhewmﬁlu

swihe Issite afbera gapol nearty 10 ves
. Several American lawmikers have
warnedChmaabonnthedangersof ap-
prodnbivgg 118 o version of Che Dokl
Tamu. “This bill says tothe Chinesegr
varnmant: things hive changed now.
got vendy for thar,” former 1S Speakor
Nancy Pelosi siid after mosting the
Diadai Lama recently

The itk i i seriws chailenps o
China's intormational image, Tha EU
:;numls boiel t‘.:mnutlulltjlm -\\Ia.tlk:u

a escaped from Tibet wwh n
1953 after Chinese roaps |
Tibet and inculged ina hlnummlh

The ualai Lima ot sartier said he
wirild fake o decssion on this matier
whern heresche o, Hesdue meee
te huis B8th hirtheay on July § in New
Wark wheee he'snow visitingfoea knee
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THE SPEAKING TREE

Prayeris
A Device

7 Tndia is n nouch beftor place than
‘the U5 to provide the sucoessor for the

peesent [aka) Lama. [t
vivaraaent 1o b the nex Dalal La
m,' Clau

Prayer 1satrick
Tion, andthe so-calied relimions

i Arpiwd e, Theesuccosssor mery 2o
mie from Arunachal Pradesh, Sikiim
ar Himachal Pradesh.

Arpi does rot think Gal will have an

iy types
af prayer Prayercanabuobem-
i meditation — when it snet
cmily A prayer it tea deep effors, 2
e ol vnene. Prayer can

hection s il ‘China
ity B nmhappy: Bt it cannot do any
moee than what it & already doing to
Ll e el

Chin, o B8 part, b furious about
b Lﬂnun-ae D‘ISMHH tho !b:w]w

o pray gz Toav
thing, they ey Prayer means
That Gox st e sormething,

Act,
I.unlau St “Thue 14th Didd Lami s 1ot-a
pre religious fguee, but o politicl
xle engaged in anti-China separnt-
|st artivities umder the cloak of reli-
wion, said Clhinese forelmm ministry

Mexlitirtive: is ot prager n thit
senge: muditation 15 seaw
youdotoyaursell Andwhen
younne trarsfor mod, the whole
vnwrs:brhmd@'lw“h w

spakesperson Lin.Han suisis Ehet niverse is.
T Tibwkan s b wit goo- wrﬂhmr.hula I'P‘iQ)MISEIn FOIE
o 1. am ddition 10 iie arsenal Er:ﬂmumﬂmi thw wholeun)
“hins’s g T ks - silence in
e bl the Thivean issie Halen thotsands ane thousands of
woubd consider the possibility of en- wiryn, B’ youiaunre blissul, the wh
i ity by ing thi your bliss If

histery whea the Dalal Lamawas horn
oieshde the territory of teday's Ching

the birth o the dth Dalni Lama, in
AMongelle In 15, and that of the 6th
Dialat Lamu in‘Tawang, Arunachal Pra-
sl sl Almwsmmt‘.uunahxs et

aledeetion in the LS.

There ksome debarte on whither In
i 15 vesly toplioe the Tibet cod (o co-
unter China during negolistkins on a
varkty of issups. incluring the boun-

T alithiks, i

your Ty in e e ssme b
pens. The mathematics remains
he sarme the low rermsing the
e thye L virse poos on
Uy yourmisery

50, the first thing | wondd like
DAY b 7o 18 he constantiy.

T ks By~ alert et you ave notdeceiving
inpl'l.lllrn over Tawnng. China wotld not resognise s ch venarself, You mey bedeing
X 3 i o 2 ; i
b lhﬂ ik L T Adh wat Tha k yourself. Methods are devices. T
s sssaredy sgroupal senioemonis vival of (e commist sduinit- will repeat ngain._.,
Ihuhrrw strovstor usially o Titetin  thon. Qnly oo issue remaies whiles

158 yos-
m Wl h-un the child ks trn |n|v1 by S.r"nl

Iy sl

v IS request b
resinme peace dialogue with the Talai
a's On L Tibes-

Lai

nel i thea LIS, giving
tical lever over China,

ThiS 15 oneal fhe resons el lid to
the 115 Cangress adopting the “Resolu
tion to the Tibet-China Drspute Act'
Besalve Ttbet Act—last monih o el

Ill ALY government inerrence and
wpert of religloas norms, indud
|n|.|:|lh«n>nwm the suconssion of the

Dradai Lo’
‘Thare have been two oicashons in

sk Lanma takesi charge There L-emm [
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remain lesdocboss b 150 years.
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Sart et (e it and
ther beach wfth Jaw sdrmpping
wimasal the Medivrmnan
e, [TTinari 18 v by ton sth-
itz hestbehed Mastrotsd
maitred” Catia Uliagsi. Both
wlw barn i raised in Seri-

KI'(IIIHI{W'II{‘I’N‘GS"— This rovguires

gl purt
mu-:mulml}'s -\dnnlu: CINIAL

i,
sustfnobie, empowersd, By v

infrastructire. artedin
= Capital (17% nnd Inbour shortiges therving tus} ot pro- 10,
8% ) FLirther e aoerhate pruuct iy T Witz e Tickens iechnologks. \1I|E|I|il\mnwl|ﬂl!!ﬂk'ﬁ'n
. . 2 challenges, Bmating the copocity of mﬂmmmungalun o clishies areacded venrdy
p QHCne ar EarmeTs bo edept modern ngriculiv The egric wn?(b
o0 Rolz. No worst-case sconario prep was Rajesh Shukl tnalog P i J
t.ullrlunl\'(l 70 police personnet m“p.,a;u ) I Fertilh 1 Mg ot ns Singh Opon Network for Digital Commerce e the baod b
fr s i i FONDICyand National Agricultun lﬂlﬂﬂt;\ﬂl“&‘)ﬂ‘fﬂk&‘m\lll-
what turned out Ot the firss ol 5 tndi " i 3 M,
e, There 1 1 he month, PM Naren-  restargeted interventions. 1l|r|u|!|l|R temperanins undediningbowell-  powsrfarmers by connecting them influences. Yot can ordscd by
survelillance employed to moniter erowd rht':llb:nclimh\ns‘sd\hn1?t.l\lulnst'|1§J|_]sr:\E msmmﬂahhmd E"ﬁ:';‘?ﬂ"mfﬂ"fﬁ?“' i mw g i i
% i % _ ntol PN security for i v 11 e, By strvngthen- rrp| ot thefiar mens:
d-nn.air% RMMM.'?I m“.lg"?d‘s'mf‘m THROCr 1r&=ﬂlsjmen| |sw:k.1@w1ll :oe‘ca M\arrmnenﬂwlnmlm pesiHe, T PTESENS &
bulanees, no mdical ions. Entry amd s thoscetsf atrurm:  th bucdget e ens hﬂiwn\aﬂw‘
oxdt points wers poorly morked, with a ﬂasq\lﬂwrnrrlmwﬂanf stnall ard ﬂmmm‘r'amnhlnmhmmhm -} el ngrienfmral scetar accessand, hoseo, g prices

liarge pit nearby. Third-world conditions don't sie pretty with il agr Bt pedicd- rathe Earen produce,
first-world hatlioelnations. esguch a8 PM K ssn - BTl innreation, investing Inclia's agyienlinerl export poten-
LT wffctiveil dimetod as full time: ropn. practices. Whilsoultivation it therfutire and plackngtho bl is yot o bo meplored, Whils the
I‘“ﬂ‘ls- e ;‘“t- tra mespures; T['D‘ iarfemer Arisiipomaydl - minsoutl heniseo Renmulion il sty e poeit o gt
s, has sadly A {00 ITATLY CITw t's ing  fir v vqu.mm\ Indisconcultive  producer of fruitand vegetables, ind
Ik that gl aparehle conditions in religiogs gatherings .nn!ulnmand it Many Lnlnwﬁsnh :u_'mml.lL-sxh: the farm. e |uu|m|h|-::|_rr|tl nlmju:n.pcmm of rice, wheat nnd
i it o ing At such ape 1 eottan, Classic, Easy Classic with
contradict the very safety tranguillity and, indeed eomfiart that p’lpulunl.nm.dul'lnﬂ [Pyrelive  gation, peoosesingany BU])(‘I suppOrts IL‘\J::iilll‘ and  exports b men 5% , The S ot st dishes, the Lo, and the
faith is supposed to pnn‘)d(' metaphysicathy Thrn» ¥ o rea Scultural e world can niock thispoteitial by cstublst Huntirg,
=0n whiy o) i} A chon il Mo, e heatwave: g dlstricts s expor AL I ok Lab=priids
A to Immnm-a oty or lives that rluslgn -|rt|m|\crnm|nu| trdis's Consunter B ¥ PRICE) 1 d and pushed wheat  pationwide Collabarating with rele- of place, ahbwangh ffere's alwo
pmvu!e 15 ot rocket science, a5 the suce cessful handling of #Arn income fram sgriciture and -uwmumnnanh-plynd lesse mar- thet Ind} P05t of its f I pigeen. Dishis neludo the
Kur yearsof regularts s LotIndi “KK; h ?F‘ by GIP by e due ol ¥ oy 2 1t mmrmv\zvmv
b mrifEs it L oo, This. tarwlands
an lives mitier insmallergatherings o, II“IWJI i Tk s e leioran i ik Onie DT, One: nﬂdms"h&rinurwlan i
emofits underschernes Jie PM-Ris— tioe I ing: 'Ilmzlh‘ posilient Product intintverinwulving Sirmer- ‘Top it ol withy vanills chory
ar, prowided they mmwd\m eriteria, i T i, Rud e | PO}, thase Ty Cream, rozen cherries
Oy 3841 ¥ ety TS i everg (ueagricul-
el : tellog
Imllhuud. eSS, 1 distribnting Ine Pr iher d
Sy Aol b — 1LEmm—af Ermer Irdin'sagrielin spods fhat thrivein Ulinssiv I
Like Paranormal Activity, thisis bonseholdsare teriant furmess They ol poliey must pric- unpradictibie reyime \ﬁ'uhim'r m‘«u[ﬁllmd thrisss cxelison guesits And,
| = inm losmelbiesis. Tl dom 1 vt er putserTs, lectricity yes, ey wel A
Breat jump-scare entertainment schemes ke PM Elsn, which s agrarksn practioes Reseaped lnto ks pesquires eritien reevaliton definite bomus
- - land owrirship as s eriterion for ainel inelusive grow- drghtsktnnt Thel oudd move eeards a
Eerle Parhamentaly eligibilite . th. Policies should varbotiesof staple mare b lﬂﬁlh i
Predominantiy concentrased m UF el to increase in- I A 'Green s U
: . . . 2 m“..r.nl.ﬂ;aua.‘lrl.na|'I§°‘-'.|.Il‘hﬁsumm s pramcs wheat iscrucksl, ramER 1xl|l.|!l"9_ﬂad.dN|nlIﬂ||!|> (hat Rw |
Acthltjr 1S Such 2 Hlt Gujore % e West Bemgl 5%, sowodahipend i o i
these farmers encountersignificant  resitience o climate fobring  eifiche: i
challenges despitethesr oritical change. This will tain I Apathet“: DEV"
Parlinmnentary m{m)-mmurhﬁheﬂn Paramnmt contribution agriculursl vatpet.  oecd; thermet five voars llﬁlu:lulnhumld.l'mlupimlmr DEVOUTS LlVES
Mlvllysariasnrmrnmm by Thwesse e farmers hivvaegati: — * Investsentsin inadir L Als, b i hasachisved
Oron Pl 1 Which, it vesurplusinoomeandare infinanc-  REDL oouplod with promotigongnic’  emarksbie s ’: M
bl i 1 i L regemeratm farm. \n)'ﬁml('snml growth strides. r\n K]II--J InHmrrqn-ﬂl'nl FIM 5
PA i b  Jairwd ok Ing practices ke Jentof Bl (s Tl ), v have
Tt I y raiog13% muk el itk ot o ol bessons from e
induand * Enhanc ehing and coeuasl-  syste in Endin. inthepast in Rajasth-
T - i i Indis's gy v.'\llluﬁl mproving riral |||I’nl<1|r0mnt|.ll AGreenand g can imgiove sil t‘ho hlldmcul incentivi |seb¢m1' ans Chamuoda Devi, Himach
T pooesd wheitier per(sies i ki .m.mnﬁ-u;wmk Exclusionaf  for roducing post hnrvest Ingses and hislthad aF's Nuina T ind M Ristan
ries. and sirange sounds of “childish date- tenant i i prbies for farmers” sotontion, maling u'l.lLI.nhlug'J.m.leﬂ garh terphes, The polios cons
ted..., These all make for great popoorn bowlkturnitg g \l\u'lnl.r\rhrnu_mllhrT'.\{Kls.ﬁrl prextiee; could be Iunm:wr‘r_mlll ;mxmlngfk 1l1thes closer tospecial rab!pﬁmﬁ-ﬁnmwmlmn‘t‘srvd
-appenl. If Paranormal Activity is about a bouse haunted ooy L i i i SN BN, 08 JIEASE Frin ST par W AT e
3 ligibility criterinneed "The budget shoadd s, nini- I
by am e U dlemon, Parliamentary Actlvity sabouta Howse {h‘ﬂw f b organic 1 s Bothih
haunted by demons in the attle that keep coming down primary [velihond, The  empower farmers. anabimg them to tfarming e  petsh- ievational Nmnuubehe] |
when partbament 1 in its usual séance sesston. The serie curront indusionaf woalthy Lod ot Extn Bt or prives and acoess b “ﬂm - Fwy
; g e wamersanid non-agrivualtural income  inpotscollectivele er'I!IE‘RFNJh hlx&hlsl’huhmwmlu\d Heguln than pwrmnmmunhm nrpm
::';[l E‘ w!lllﬂ_!.{l wmm ﬁl:rtai‘:e:r II;'!: wirners under PRE By mpguities, \w:ﬂ-lllk'mﬂ tory Author iy (WIRAL will play a Jube fiar T eveenit, Thiescomtse
its - dehating issues, discussing lepisiay =k ' 1mpact b i cks, | llmﬂputlnnurlwpnhkihjl
Iy happen ar don't, it really doesn’taffect .mhm»p:m»rh i caun unbok of water- i ot den't oaghly snd thaeguilty shoubdbe
At lts mast lntense, PA warks sa well by resorting to ha- Formar e por  thefull thvis ek This efficient d.ul‘rmtrvs. |'.I|.~v aldocumant [fsa chunes to rowrits pussiahiad, Thondemintertion’s
fods of utter inaction, tieulariy unu1| rgimald will the marrativeal ndinn agriifure: Imefickency in handlingsuch
f P4 r Prospe fs i .[ I ld:{r:[ A formativel it 'L jus " sand ik of health
platned. t:mtjmnjﬂmrjeantﬂiﬂfyﬂ\atmﬂaaﬂﬂn“ \wh’"br;rnld encningn Al meetingSh '“Aﬂ:l:ﬁar:::]mu:milr:-\ T Murn o v food i fm[mm:.m' {u‘:‘nr::nrmamnr‘:v::'u::m'tgr
iting L Bills got p livelihood. PRICE surv P b feleis l o el ) rvitlise placeal sventhas been exposed
are vt I Nengly 4% — 37 mn :u‘mn-hw i Al efforts v essential 10 trans: o, siwing schedulesand lrrigs- u:w miwmulwlmmlmll.u asa o assoameof the vietims, brought
rigusly fsties datntud
1ife b daylight. PA ks 1 ol ; 't 1 | rw:;;— form chialle . { |u|¢|h." it i b.ln ) bl leader :\Im}:ndhl-l%agmlﬁmnm
e 1o e mingactiv ach icultirs ks cal faciliti:
Mmmmnmmummmim P Lbigatl the g i NHigatey pect F—— R e e
cranky dermons st hay W feel the shivers. chsallenge for 4 of Grmer o af el BALGOVIND
hdrls. highlighting the need forsus- Tha wrtior i MI-CEIE PRICE Inguonsing efficlency In witer tse Navick




THE HINDU

Editorial

Thursday, July 4, 2024
Delhi

Gatherings should be tightly regulated
to prevent Hathras-type stampedes

he stampede on Tuesday at a religious

congregation at Hathras in western Uttar

Pradesh, claiming over 120 lives, is only
the latest in a series of such tragedies in the coun-
try. There have been at least half-a-dozen such in-
cidents in the last 20-odd years. In this instance,
at least a lakh of people focked to Fulrai village to
listen to an address by a preacher Suraj Pal, also
known as Narayan Sakar Hari or “Bhole Baba”.
There are reports that there were over 2.5 lakh
participants at the venue, which could accommo-
date no more than 80,000. The preacher is said
to have followers in States such as Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan and Haryana too. Most of the de-
ceased, mainly women and children, were from
the economically vulnerable sections of society,
and were in search of spiritual solace. While only
a fair investigation can fnd out the cause for the
stampede, the reasons being cited include over-
crowding, and the bid by some to collect soil
from around the feet of the preacher. Not surpris-
ingly, the responses, particularly from the feld-
level public health system, have exposed how ill-
prepared the Uttar Pradesh administration is. Vi-
suals of bodies lying outside the place of post
mortem and of the kin desperate for help, as well
as an inadequate number of ambulances and
medical staf have become the common features
of such tragedies. What has made it worse is the
preacher and his aides reportedly leaving the site
even as panic-stricken people were dying.

The most tragic aspect, as seen in the past, is
that it was all avoidable had there been proactive
steps taken by a vigilant administration. Unfortu-
nately, the authorities in many States do not ap-
pear to have learnt lessons or made use of the
availability of better technology and communica-
tion. Apart from stringent action against those
responsible, the U.P. administration should en-
sure a just compensation package, the cost of
which has to be borne by the organisers. The tra-
gedy is a classic study in the management of large
crowds. The ofcials concerned should ensure
that the organisers have the wherewithal to han-
dle large gatherings of any size. The local author-
ities and organisers should also conduct a drill
ahead of such events. What is more important is
that the political executive, the bureaucracy and
organisers of any public event should be con-
scious of the fact that the loss of a life is a tragedy
for the person's family. The arrangements for
mass functions should be governed by this fact.

Of accommodation

Treasury benches and the Opposition
must uphold parliamentary tradition

T he frst session of the 18th Lok Sabha and

the corresponding session of Rajya Sabha
were notable for the renewed spirit of
parliamentary debate on display, notwithstand-
ing the i iveness and
grandstanding by the government and the Oppo-
sition. Echoes of the election campaign conti-
nued too, as Rahul Gandhi, in his debut as the de-
signated Leader of Opposition (LoP), mounted an
aggressive critique of the NDA government and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Mr. Modi in turn
called into question the track record and inten-
tions of the Congress, and Mr. Gandhi’s capacity.
Both sides categorically declared fealty to the
Constitution of India, while accusing each other
of trying to undermine it. They also crossed
swords over Hinduism and its political role. The
rise of a strong Opposition — with no designated
LoP earlier — and the return of coalition politics
as the leading party lacks an absolute majority
may restore the role of Parliament. The increase
in Opposition numbers can help restore healthy
traditions such as more Bills getting scrutinised
by tary standing cc i A robust
Opposition can also act as an efective restraint
on the government, preventing it from bulldoz-
ing opposition with its legislative agenda. The
17th Lok Sabha not only earned the dubious dis-
tinction of having seen the suspension of the
most number of Opposition MPs (146 in a single
session, including Rajya Sabha MPs) but also
functioned without a Deputy Speaker, a post
usually reserved for the Opposition. To under-
score this point, the INDIA bloc predicated its
support for Om Birla as the Speaker only on the
condition that the government agreed to ofer it
the deputy chair. The stalemate eventually led to
an election between Mr. Birla and Kodikunnil Su-
resh (Congress), which Mr. Birla won through a
voice vote. The Opposition did not press for a di-
vision and rich parliamentary tradition was fol-
lowed, with Mr. Modi, leader of the House, and
Mr. Gandhi, LoP, escorting Mr. Birla to his Chair.
The roles of the Lok Sabha Speaker and Rajya
Sabha Chairman gain additional prominence.
The Opposition has urged them to be even-hand-
ed. The Opposition has also questioned the ex-
punging of portions of Mr. Gandhi’s speech from
the records by the Speaker. The threshold for re-
moving parts of what is spoken in the House from
ofcial records should be very high. Following
the deviation from the standard format by several
members, the Speaker has constituted a commit-
tee to frame rules for oath-taking. Parliamentary
speeches could do with more humour and less
diatribe, but the fact that there was an expanded
debate is encouraging. The Treasury and Opposi-
tion benches must understand that their place in
the highest seat of democracy is to represent the
people who sent them there. They must fnd a
common sense of purpose and function in a spi-
rit of accommodation.
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Trials, medical ethics and the orbit of power

nJanuary 10, 2021, Rashida Bee
(representing the Bhopal Gas Peedit
Mahila Stationary Karmchari Sangh),
Nawab Khan (representing Bhopal Gas
Peedit Mahila Purush Sangharsh Morcha), Rachna
Dhingra (representing the Bhopal Group for
Information and Action) and Nausheen Khan
(representing Children Against Dow Carbide)
wrote a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the then Minister of Health and Family
Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan. In the letter, they
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a public health
activist and was the
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case against Ranbaxy
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incidents in the western world, starting with the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study to the Willowbrook
Hepatitis Study.

It also looks at what happened with Protocol
126 for cancer study of bone marrow
transplantation at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Center and at the Eugene Sanger Radioisotope
Laboratory, Cincinnati Medical Center, to study
the efect of radiation on humans among others.
Driven by his own experience to understand the
suicide of Dan Markingson at the university, Elliot

alleged i and ethical violati in the
conduct of the clinical trial for Bharat Biotech's
Covaxin (a COVID-19 vaccine) by the People’s
Hospital in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh and the
resultant exploitation of trial participants
belonging to vulnerable groups demanding
stoppage, punishment and compensation.

The letter further alleged gross violations of
ethics guidelines including violations of informed
consent procedures, enrolment of vulnerable
population among study participants,
non-reporting of adverse events and a lack of
monitoring and follow-up of study participants
among others.

The writers sought urgent intervention to stop
the study at the trial site and for investigation by
an independent body. What became of the letter
and any consequential actions are unknown. The
Indian drug regulator, Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation had approved the vaccine
candidate prior to the completion of the
recruitment for the vaccine candidate’s Phase |1l
study for “Restricted Use of Covaxin under
Clinical Trial Mode” — a term and process that
fnds no mention in India’s Drug Regulatory
Framework, the Drugs and Cosmetics Act and its
accompanying Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 2019.

Ethics committees and whistle-blowers

One of the issues that stands out in this case is the
functioning of the trial sites and their respective
ethics committees. Dr. Jacob Puliyel, a member of
the National Technical Advisory Group on
Immunization (NTAGI) fled a writ petition in the
Supreme Court of India where the Court said
“subject to the protection of privacy of individual
subjects and to the extent permissible by the 2019
Rules, the relevant data which is required to be
published under the statutory regime and the
WHO [World Health Organization] Statement on
Clinical Trials shall be made available to the
public without undue delay”.

The development of potential therapeutic
agents is often complicated by subjective and
sometimes objective violations of ethical
guidelines. The role of conscientious insiders,
and sometimes outsiders, who have unique
knowledge of such violations is the subject of a
recent book, The Occasional Human Sacrifce —
Medical Experimentation and the Price of Saying
No, by bioethicist, philosopher and
whistle-blower at the University of Minnesota,
Carl Elliott. The book details several such

In India, the
primary
guardrails that
are supposed to
be a check on
the abuse of
medical ethics
do not function

some very difcult and human
questions such as what makes someone speak
out, the ethics of dissent, honour, respect, guilt
and shame, and the concepts of dignity and
integrity told through the journey of
whistle-blowers. As Nancy Olivieri, a
whistle-blower, recounts in her review, threats of
legal action and, worse, often resulting in
destroying the whistle-blower’s life are far too
common in such cases.

While one often wonders why such instances
of moral courage are few and far between in our
society, Satyendra Dubey, Shanmugam
Manjunath, Sanjiv Chaturvedi and a few other
named exceptions notwithstanding, lack of
strong whistle-blower protection statutes is only a
part of the problem. Unlike the United States,
India does not have a law that protects those who
take great personal risks to bring wrongdoing to
public notice. The existing law, whose scope is
limited to public servants to begin with, was
further diluted in 2015, making it a dead letter
law.

The deeper issues which we should, but do not
wrestle with are: understanding group think and
organisational wrongdoing, loyalty to the ivory
tower, fear of retribution, social conformity,
status hierarchies and exercise of power that are
so ingrained in us as a society. Unless we study
these traits among us as a society, we will never
understand why someone chooses to be an
Anand Rai, the whistle-blower who exposed the
Vyapam scam.

Innovative therapies and ethics

Back to the topic at hand, i.e., the development of
life-saving medicines is a morass in our country.
While we have a vibrant industry that
manufactures generic (copy-cat) drugs,
developing innovative therapies has not been our
cup of tea. Development of life-saving medicines
often entails balancing the risk to the patient with
the projected beneft from using the therapeutic
candidate. In most cases, there is not enough
data to make an informed decision, which is not
straightforward and requires specialised
knowledge and experience. Using an approved
drug that is on the market does not qualify a
medical doctor to make such decisions. Drug
development is a separate area of expertise.
While we see green shoots of late, we do not have
deep expertise in managing clinical development.
Therefore, we make do with appointing medical

doctors to oversee the development of
therapeutics. This requires better guardrails than
we have in order to ensure that the basic tenets of
ethics are not violated in the process. For
example, when medical doctors who specialise in
treating individual patients with specifc diseases
such as cardiology and paediatrics are appointed
to run our pandemic response, we see absurd
actions such as projecting cases to become zero
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Members of
subject expert committees make up things such
as “emergency use authorization in clinical trial
mode” and work hard to justify it with a straight
face. These are glaring examples of gross
violations of medical ethics in our recent past.

Indian patients and clinical studies

The bigger issue in our country is the historic and
repeated violation of informed consent when
patients are enrolled in clinical studies. More
than anecdotal evidence exists that poor and
uneducated people are enrolled in such studies
without fully informing them of potential harm
from the therapeutic candidate being evaluated
in a clinical study. The job of ensuring such
atrocities do not occur falls to what is called an
institutional ethics committee. While such
committees exist on paper and in our regulations,
their function and efectiveness are at best
patchy.

A publication (2022) by Gayatri Saberwal et al.
in the journal PLOS Global Public Health that
evaluated 1,359 Phase Il or Il interventional
studies registered in the Clinical Trials
Registry—India (CTRI) identifed as many as 30
problems with the way in which our ethics
committees function. These include clinical trials
without any ethics committees, and trials with
more sites than functional ethics committees —
for example, three ethics committees approving
one study site. The simple takeaway from this
analysis is that the primary guardrails that are
supposed to be a check on abuse of medical
ethics do not function in our country. This
analysis says nothing about the competence of
the members of the ethics committees, which
was plainly obvious during the development of
Coronil during the pandemic. The biggest abuser
of these regulations is a section of the industry
that is actively promoted by the Ministry of
AYUSH. These poorly designed, ill-executed
“clinical studies” with zero oversight are often
used to provide a veneer of scientifc validity to
their concoctions and nothing more.

If there is one message that comes out clearly
in Elliott's book, it is how even well-designed and
well-run systems of checks and balances on
accountability are often run roughshod over by
those who have the means and power. We are
nowhere even close to how such systems function
in the West. If we truly wish to hold wrongdoing
to account, we have a very long way to go before
we even get the basics right. That is, if we truly
want to.

Factory accidents, a pointer to rusty inspection reform

n explosion of a reactor in a chemical
Afactory in the Dombivli Maharashtra

Industrial Development Corporation
(MIDC) area in May 2024 resulted in the loss of
lives and injuries to workers and people. It also
caused damage to factories, shops and
residencies in the neighbourhood. The
Maharashtra government announced
compensation to the kin of the deceased and
funds for the treatment of the injured.

Newspaper reports show that fatal industrial

accidents were frequent in 2016, 2018, 2020 and
2023. The Maharashtra government is guilty of
not relocating 156 chemical factories in the
Dombivli MIDC area even after “deciding” in 2022
to relocate them to Patalganga. It is now known
that the boiler in the chemical factory was not
registered under the Indian Boiler Regulations,
1950.

Poor inspection
In 2021, in Maharashtra, 1,551 of 6,492 hazardous
factories were inspected, i.e., a 23.89% inspection
rate. And, 3,158 out of 39,255 registered factories
were inspected, i.e., an 8.04% inspection rate.
The situation is no better in two other top
industrial States. In Tamil Nadu, the general
inspection rate was 17.04% and the hazardous
factories inspection rate was 25.39%. In Gujarat,
it was 19.33% and 19.81%, respectively. The
all-India fgure, of 14.65% and 26.02%,
respectively, is not surprising (the data are from
the Directorate General Factory Advice Service &
Labour Institutes report, 2022).

The poor inspection rates could also be due to
a shortage of personnel among other reasons. In
Maharashtra, the appointment rate is just 39.34%;
48 out of the 122 sanctioned ofcers were
appointed. The numbers are better in Gujarat
(50.98%) and Tamil Nadu (53.57%). The all-India
fgure was 67.58%. Even the sanctioned posts
relative to the number of registered factories have

K.R. Shyam
Sundar

Adjunct Professor,
Management
Development
Institute, Gurgaon

The recurrence
of the same
kind of
industrial
disasters
highlights the
need for more
meaningful
reforms in the
inspection
process

been inadequate to ensure that every factory is
inspected in a year. For example, for an all-India
reach, each of the 953 sanctioned inspectors
would have had to inspect 337 registered factories
in a year, in 2021. The inspection rates are poor
because of the heavy workload of the inspectors.
An inspector in Maharashtra must inspect 818
factories in a year; 589 in Gujarat; 532 in Tamil
Nadu, and 499 at the all-India level.

The prosecution rate, i.e., the number of
prosecutions decided as a percentage of total
prosecutions (including pending cases) was 6.95%
in Gujarat; 13.84% in Maharashtra, and 14.45% in
Tamil Nadu. As a result, inspections lose their
“deterrent efect”.

From the data, it is clear that labour market
governance through the labour inspection system
is weak and does not perform efciently.
However, employers call it pejoratively as
“inspector-raj”, implying harassment and
prevalence of compromising practices such as
bribes.

Need for the right reforms in inspection
The criticism is not without merit. Given the vast
universe of inspection, the inspectors may
“target” and “harass” several
factories/establishments, exhibiting state power
and also attempting to secure bribes. But this
cannot be universal as the statistics are telling.
The president of the Maharashtra Industry
Development Association has admitted, in a
media report in May 2024, that in many cases,
safety inspection and certifcation were done “on
an “understanding” between the auditors and
factory owners or managers”. Employers are as
guilty as the labour inspectors, and tackling the
“supply side” of “rent seeking” is as important as
reforming the “demand” side.

Reforms of the inspection system are
necessary but not of the kind initiated in most
States in response to employer criticism.

Self-certifcation, randomised inspections, online
inspections, and third-party certifcation have
been introduced by ruling political parties at the
all-India level and in many States. These changes
violate several articles in the International Labour
Organization’s Labour Inspection Convention
(081), 1947.

According to the Convention, there must be
sufcient qualifed and well-provided inspectors
and they shall enter the establishments freely and
without prior notice at any time to secure due
compliance of the labour laws, among others.
Instead of liberalising the inspection system,
governments must ensure a strong labour market
governance by implementing the provisions of
the ILO Convention. Given the fast-paced changes
taking place in technology, and the use of
hazardous and chemical substances, the
increased need for inspection is felt. Inspectors
can both “inspect” and “facilitate” due
compliance of laws by providing suitable advice
to employers and unions. This is recognised by
the ILO Convention.

Penalties for the enforcer

If a frm or a trade union does not comply with
laws, they are prosecuted by the state. If the state
fails in its governance what is the penalty the
state, viz. the government and the labour
department ofcials pay? Simple and meagre
compensation to the victims and their families?
No. There must be a penal system for the
enforcers also which will pave the way for
complete legal compliance.

The recurrence of the same kind of industrial
disasters shows a lack of learning by the
government. In the name of reforms and a lean
government, the state cannot abrogate its
fundamental duty — to ensure a safe working and
living environment. It should carry out
meaningful reforms to ensure an “efcient” and
“ethical” labour inspectorate.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In Parliament

The abrasive exchanges
between the Congress and
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party have certainly lowered
the dignity of Parliament
(Page 1, “PM says mandate
is for continuity, Cong. a
‘parasite’ on allies’, July 3).
The Prime Minister, given
his seniority, should have
shown some consideration

essential for a healthy

of seats and must
introspect over this.

P. Sanath Kumar,
Visakhapatnam

for fellow members instead
of bulldozing them. No MP

should forget that a strong

Opposition, which has been
missing for a long time, is

democracy. The BJP failed
to win the required number

The Prime Minister’s speech
did not have answers for
the points raised by the
Leader of the Opposition or
the other Opposition
leaders. Instead, it was
focused on levelling
accusations and ridiculing
the Congress. The Prime
Minister’s claim that the
2024 mandate is for

clarified. The continuity is
certainly not for such
incongruent and hate
speeches to continue even
after the election is over.

The BJP too was not given
the mandate to rule on its
own strength. The leader of
an august house is expected
to be conscious of the

diference between a

speech delivered in a street
corner and a speech before
a gathering of elites and in

Corrections & Clarifications

I a report, "PM says mandate s for continuity, Cong. a ‘parasite’ on allies”
(Page 1, July 3, 2024), the translation of the phrase *balak buddhr” should
have been ‘chidish mind, and not ‘imbecile” as published.

The Readers’ Edior's ofice can be contacted by Telephone:

an august house such as
Parii . The Prime
Minister's speech should
only enhance the image of
the nation and not the
otherwise.

A.G. Rajmohan,

continuity needs to be

Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh
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House must get
back on course

Opposition has a right to be heard, but should
also recognise its responsibility to listen

he first few sittings of the 18th Lok Sabha, and

the new session of Parliament do not augur

well for things to come, One of the big

miessages wes that there was no meeting
paint for the two sides, nor even the vaguest of
atternpts by the Opposition to listen to the Prime
Minister after their own representatives bad spolen
at length with few interruptions. This is worrying,

Ahead of the session, itwas clear that an evenly
poised House, albeit one where the NDA government
has a clear majority in the Lok Sabha, would test the
floor management skills of the treasury benches
{until now, accustomed 1o a position of strength
arising from their overwhelming numbers), butalso
inwigorate the legislative process, adding teeth 1o
important House panels,

But the way the debates in the first session of the
House have gone, there is merit to the Prime
Minister's (PM) comment in the Lok Sabha that
though the Opposition's “ccosystem is spending day
and nlght trying Loam\-'incn. people that they have

d us", he in In power.
The Opposition MPs incessantly booing when the
PM spoke in the Lower House, and then choosing to
walk out in the Upper House also did not reflect well
on a coalition that fought on a common platform to
winsizeable representation in the same House it was
now disrupting, Its numbers mean that it has a right
to be heard, but the government's numbers mean
thiat it also has to listen,

Ower the Jast month, the government has been
keen to project that it is business as usval, bothin
terms of policles and personnel —and the fact that
maost of the Cabinet and even the Lok Sabha Speeloer
have been repeated, ace this
Meanwhile, the Opposition has been equally keen o
flex its numbers, now higher thanatany time in the
pﬂsrdecade to shnwn:mn now hold the ruling

i perhaps hlock
h\gislatinn.

1t remains to be seen if the sound and fury of the
opening gambit will set the template for the next five
wvears, The hattam line is that respect for the
upponent is necessary to engage productively in
Parliament, and there wasn't much of that on
display, If the nggression on view over the past few
days was a hangover of the nearly two-month-long
bitter campaign, it must pass; better sense must
prevail, Parlimment needs robust debate and
disagreement, but it cannot function meaningfully
without the decorum and dignity that make ita true
temple of democtacy.

Hathras tragedy and the
failure to learn from past

h

I areligious o ion in
Hathras, Utmr Pradesh, on Tuesday that lefr121
deadis yetanother instance of administrative

inertis compounding the risks from poor

organisation. The satseng organisers failed on many
counts— from anticipating the size of the crowd to
havlng adequate exit points and medical

Holding the nrin a tent amid
nnnn’sslwhumkuw and with gmund% slippery from

the rains escapes conventional wisdom even when a

gathering of 80,000 —the crowd size the districe

administration had permirted — is considered,

let alone the reported 100,000 who turned up,

The offenders must be brought to book: A case has

been filed agninst close aides of the godman ar the

centre of the satsang, But the latter, who goes by the
names of Bhole Baba and Narayan Sakaar Hari, hasn't
been named in the FIR. This ralses many questions,
given several other pending cases against him.

Many recent accidents were rooted in similar
fafluresto enforce safety protocals. Just last vear,

the roof of o stepwell in a temple in Madhya Pradesh

collapsed from the weight of visitars who had

gathered for Ram Navami celebrations. A probe

Nagzed poor crowd control and the illegally

constructed roof, The tragedy ocourting many

months after the local nd!mmsununn ordered the
Jof the roaf und
lailure. The country has bemmllusmﬂmry multiple
times, where large numbers gather for congregations
and [nlhm] rallies, and poor croved control and the
faflure of the autl to monitor isers leads
todisaster. In the Hathras incident, the officials who
should have ensured safety compliance have s moch

It provides a platform
for addressing shared
challenges. such as

the climate crisis,
natural disasters, and
transnational security
threats. It can reinforce
India’s position asa
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‘WORDLY WISE
MORE MEN ARE KILLED BY OVERWORK THAN THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE WORLD JUSTIFIES.
— RUDYARD KIPLING

ThelndianEXPRESS
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RamMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

AFTER THE STAMPEDE

Hathras tragedy should lead to setting down of careful
safety protocols. UP government needs to do more

TTAR PRADESH CHIEF Minister Yogi Adityanath has announced thatare-

tired judge will probe Tuesday’s deadly stampede at a satsang (religious

congregation) held by a self-styled preacher in Hathras. The investiga-

tion will “pinpoint lapses” and the culprits won't be spared, he has said.
Accountability for the incident that claimed more than 120 lives and left at least 300
injured must be fixed urgently. Initial reports indicate that the crowd gathered to hear
the godman, Bhole Baba, far exceeded the estimate the organisers gave to the district
administration. Many devotees tripped while trying to collect the soil the self-pro-
claimed preacher had walked on. There is no doubt that the satsang’s organisers must
be held to account. But the state administration would be mistaken to assume that its
role in a mass event, even if privately organised, is limited to issuing permissions and
providing security. Along with the organisers, the onus is on state authorities to en-
sure that safety isn't compromised. CM Adityanath'’s allusion to “a conspiracy” sounds
diversionary. His government must deploy its energies and resources, instead, in un-
covering the multiple failings behind the grievous incident, and ensuring that it does
not happen again.

Authorities must be stringent about the size of a gathering. However, the administra-
tiveand police machinery is not i ensure that the crowd does not swell
beyond the sanctioned numbers. In such situations, the number and placement of exits
attheeventare crucial, as are real-time interventi that religi cultural
fervour does not imperil public safety. Healthcare facilities should be kept on alert. By all
accounts, many of these boxes were not ticked at Hathras. Safety, it is now apparent, was
not a priority for the orgamsers of the salsang and the administration did precious little
to sary Th inamakeshift
tent, pitched on a field made marshy by the rains. The terrain caused many to slip and
the humid weather made matters worse. The narrow exit routes at the satsangsite, partly
blocked by vehicles, were insufficient to evacuate the panicking crowd. The nearby hos-
pital was hard-pressed to handle the influx of injured people. l doctor
edly notat workand th -are facility did not h ! i
ple suffering respiratory distress.

Religious gatherings, festivals, weddings and functions that draw large crowds are a
regular partof the cultural, political and religious calendars of almost every district, or even
neighbourhood, in the country. Hathras is a lesson — such gatherings are susceptible to
panic-inducing triggers. The tragedy should push policymakers to evolve safety-related
protocols. The Adltyanath government which uses Section 144 to restnct people’s gath-

it peo-

An unexpected bounty

How the government utilises the RBI's surplus
will indicate its view of the economy

RAJESWARI SENGUPTA

'WITHANEW government at the Centre, the
economic policy discourse has now shifted to
speculating about the Union Budget for
2024-25.This year's budget is especially im-
portant for one specific reason. In an unex-
pected turn of events, the RBl announced last
month that it is transferring a sizeable divi-
dend to the government, significantly more
thanwhat was anticipated. This has triggered
much discussion about how the government
can spend this windfall. We need to ask
a more fundamental question: Should the
government spend it at all?

Fiscal management should be guided by
two general principles. First, deficits should
be kept at prudent levels. In India, that level
shouldideally be around three per cent of GDP
for the Centre according to the long-standing
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act. Second, governments should
spend a bit more than this norm when the
economy is doing badly and a bit less when
the economy is doing well.

The purpose of varying the deficit, as spec-
ified by the second principle, is tostabilise the
economy. In bad times, when private sector
demand is falling, the government needs to
stepinand boost demand to prop up the econ-
omy. The needs are reversed when the econ-
omy starts to recover. As private demand re-
vives, the government needs to curtail its
spending lest overall demand races ahead of
supply, fostering inflation. A critical aspect of
this second principle is that policies must be
symmetric. Larger-than-normal deficits need
to be followed by smaller-than-normal
deficits so that government debt gets sta-
bilised instead of spiralling upwards.

Following these two principlescankeepa
countryoutofdebt
the ups and downs of growth cycles. That is
why these principles are followed in prudent
countries all over the world.

But not in India. Here, governments have

eringson occasi ’ protest reflect
onits failings in Hathras. A that takes pr the Kumbh should
do better than merely smelling conspiracies. It — and other authorities across the coun-
try — must ensure that mass gatherings do not turn chaotic and take such a high toll.

asthefal

THE DRAVID STORIES

They speak of the little big things that made
him a World Cup winning coach
IRENDER SEHWAG TELLS a story about Rahul Dravid from his playing days
that captures the essence of the coach he would later become. The first
time a young Sehwag was getting ready to open the batting in a Test at
Lord’s in 2002, he saw Rahul Dravid, slated to bat at No 3, already ready,
‘with his pads on. “You won’t give me time to put pads on”, remarked Dravid. The chronic
risk-taker Sehwag went on to score 84 that day. After that innings, to put the team’s opener
atease, Dravid began to wear his pads only after Sehwag. It was Dravid who fought hard
with the selectors to keep faith in the out-of-form ODI opener ing his captaincy

‘means,
irrespective of whether the economy is slow-
ing or booming. In the 20-year period from
2000-01 to 2019-20, the average fiscal deficit

Governments spend on capex
for two reasons: To stimulate
growth and to meet the needs
of the economy. Let’s address
the second criterion first.
Infrastructure in India is
definitely a problem that
needs to be solved. But not all
at once. Since the pandemic,
the g(yvcrnmcnt's CQPCX
spending has been growing at
an average annual rate of 30
per cent. It is not obvious that
this pace needs to be
increased, or even sustained.
On the contrary, recent
developments demonstrate
that the speed of construction
has serious downsides.

of the Centre was 4.6 per cent of GDP, much

therefore needed inIndiais to calculate how

higherthan the three per cent | term

muchc ‘whatkind.

target set by the FRBM Act.

During the pandemic, the deficit shot up
10 9.2 per cent of GDP in 2020-21, a large in-
crease but a reasonable one, considering the
size of the shock to the economy. But curi-
ously even after the economy recovered, the
deficit has been slow to come down. In the
Interim Budget presented earlier this year,
the Finance Minister announced that the gov-
ernment was targeting a deficit of 5.1 per cent

Governments spend on capex for two rea-
sons: To stimulate growth and to meet the
needs of the economy. Let's address the sec-
ond criterion first. Infrastructure in India is
definitely a problem that needs to be solved.
But not all at once. Since the pandemic, the
government's capex spending has been
growing at an average annual rate of 30 per
cent. Itis not obvious that this pace needs to
be increased, or even sustained. On the con-

for2024-25.In other words, rears after
the pandemic ended, the deficit s still higher
than the pre-pandemic levels, and nowhere
close to the FRBM norm.

Since the Centre has been slow to reduce
its deficit, India’s fiscal metrics have deterio-

trary, recent that
the speed of construction — and focus on new
projects, rather than maintenance — has
serious downsides.

In addition, not all capex is essential for
growth For example, using Rs 1.6 lakh crore

rated. Thec ntral

ernment deficit is now around 8.5-9 per cent
of GDP(compared to the six per cent recom-
‘mended by the FRBM Act). Total government
debt has been more than 80 per cent of GDP
over the last few years, compared to an
average of 74 per cent in the period from
2010-11 to 2019-20.

Itis against this background that the RBI
announced last month thatit will transfer Rs
211 lakh crore to the central government as
dividend, double the amount that had been
budgeted. The crucial question now is: What
should the government do with this
unexpected bounty?

According to some commentators, the
government should increase its capital ex-
penditure (capex). As per the Interim Budget,
the capex growth rate is supposed to slow
down in 2024-25. But now with this surplus
dividend, the government may be tempted
to step up its capex spending. That would
be amistake.

The general sentiment in India seems to
be that any spending on capex is great news.
Thisis not correct. Look at China, forexample.
As part of their infrastructure building spree,
they built two to three airports in the same
city and are now struggling to repay the debt
that was incurred for these projects. What is

omMTNLand BSNLis surely
not critical, especially when affordable cell-
phone services are being provided through-
out the country by private operators. Likewise,
itis not obvious that spending lakhs of crores
on bullet trains can be justified in a country
whose per capitaincome is less than $2,500.

Regarding the first criterion, we have toask

need to stimulate aneconomy thatis doing so
well? Given the strong economic perform-
ance, it should instead use the surplus divi-
dend from the RBI to bring the fiscal deficit
down closer to three per cent.

There is, however, a caveat to this discus-
sion. And this relates to the true state of the
Indian economy. Whatif the economy is actu-
ally weaker than what the 7-8 per cent growth
figures suggest? Then there may be a case for
the government to keep spending to support
the economy.

There seems to be alack of consensus on
this fundamental point. If the economy is not
doing very well, then we should not be
surprised if the budget uses the surplus
dividend to announce a further increase in
infrastructure spending.

The writer is Associate Professor of
Economics, IGIDR

ANSWER IS A QUESTION BANK

It can address problem of paper leaks, ensure transparency in evaluation process

VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE

THE NDA GOVERNMENT has nght]y ap—
pointedac
Knnnllhl
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rer chai

inthe mid 2000's. And Dravid, again, who encouraged pacer Zaheer Khan's comeback in
the middle of the career.

It'sin these little big things that the strength of Dravid's reign as a World Cup winning
coach lies. Of not imposing his own philosophy on the players, but allowing them to grow
on their own, and stepping in when needed. When Shubman Gill's position was at stake
inTests earlier this year against England, Dravid had to tell the young opener that he could
be let go after that Test. But the way he approached the situation — reminding Gill about
his talent, what's needed of him, and how the worst-case scenario of playing in Ranji
Trophy wasn't as bad as it seemed — relaxed the opener enough for him to return witha
hundred. As Suryakumar Yadav told this newspaper, Dravid's pre-World Cup presenta-
tiontold the team, ially, that he tr playe know what's best. “Leave every-
thing else to us, you guys go enjoy” were his words that put the team at ease.

It might have been Rohit Sharma who triggered the all-out attacking batting philos-
ophy after the 2023 ODI World Cup, but he has shared with this newspaper how Dravid
trusted and nurtured him. Legendary players seldom come without ego, but Dravid has
aself-deprecating way. When the coach’s selflessness and vision is not in doubt and when
players don't feel their territory is being cramped or encroached, it's not a surprise that
seniors and juniors combine as well as they did in winning the World Cup.

A GREEK WEEK

Anew law wants people to work for six days
out of seven. But to what end?

ACKIN 1930, when John Maynard Keynes predicted that within a hundred

years, most people would be working for 15 hours a week, did the economist

imagine how wildly wrong he would be? Not that there haven't been stalwart

efforts by certain European countries, like Spain, Belgium, Germany and
Iceland, to experiment with encouraging workers to have a life outside work and find
meaning in other avenues and pursuits. But even as these places institute the four-hour
work week, the pull in the opposite direction — of overwork and constant hustle in pur-
suit of the corporate profits at the end of the rainbow — remains strong as ever.

The most recent illustration of this is Greece's new six-day work week legislation
‘which, Prime Minister Kyriakos Mif is hopes, will help boost t i onomy's
productivity. That he has described the initiative as “growth-friendly” (a phrase about as
meaningful as other business jargon like “personal development” and “self actualisa-
tion")should be enough to set alarm bells ringing — as indeed they are, with Greek work-
ers wondering what will happen to their hard-won legal protections in a country thatal-
ready has the longest working hours in Europe.

The larger question confronting Greece, and the rest of the world, is this: Productivity,
yes, but to what end? With the proliferation of “bullshit jobs" — characterised by anthro-
pologist David Graeber as those which could disappear and leave the global economy ut-
terly unaffected — it has become harder and harder to tell what work matters and what
doesn 't. Should workers really have to give up more of their shrinking leisure time to fill

forms and sit in meetings that could have b ils? For Greece —
as indeed for others — it might be useful to go back to what Aristotle once said, that “the
end of labour is to gain leisure”. A six-day work week puts paid to any hope of the latter.

to“make recnmmendatmns onreforming the
‘mechanism of the examination process and
improving data security protocols and the
structure and functioning of NTA (National
Testing Agency)".Itwasalso courageous of the
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan to
bite the bullet and unhesitatingly cancel the
UGC-NET examination after investigations
unearthed some wrongdoings.

The obvious question is: “What next?”
The answer lies in the NEP 2020. It clearly

“aims to transform the nature of learning as-
sessments from one that is summauve and
primarily
that is: More regular and formatlve‘ more
ccompetency-based,and one that tests higher-
order skills, such as analysis, critical thinking,
and conceptual clarity.” Critics must note that
it is already a part of the agenda of the
Ministry of Education.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Education, Women, Children, Youth and
Sports, in its 336th report in 2021 had also
taken note of some key challenges in the con-
duct of public examinations. It stated that
“even after several decades, many State
Universities regularly fail smooth and flaw-
less conduct of examinations. Instances like
question paper leak, administering a wrong
question paper, confusion about seating

entre, ram-
pant cases of copying, framing questions that
are out of syllabi, wrong examiners being ap-
pointed for assessment and student-exam-

The Question Bank system
provides a solution to
several issues. When a
question bank providing a
category-wise pool of
questions is provided to the
students at the beginning of
an academic year, the
clement of secrecy vanishes.
Professional wrongdoers out
toleak a question paper also
lose their ‘business’. With
likely questions already open
in the public, all that is left to
the agencies conducting
examinations is a draw of
specific serial numbers of
questions to be made a part
of the question paper,
limited to a specific
examination centre.

iner nexus etc are still not uncommon.” Its

The Question Bank system potentially pro-

reportalsosaid that “the C¢
P ter of the

exam management competency be also con-

sidered as a mandatory norm towards con-

sideration of accreditation. The NAAC and

om-

vid ion to many challenges.
It curbs the tendency of preparing for specific
questions, ignoring the need to grasp a sub-
ject holistically. Also, with the question bank
already ‘made puhlic noteacher canenjoy the

NBA should. mar huni-
versities/institutes who conduct examina-
tions smoothly.” The recommendation to
lookinto the “experiments like the Question
Bank system” besides incentivising “adop-
tion of complete digitisation of the exami-
nation process by institutes/universities to
ensure fair and timely conduct of examina-
tion and declaration of results, amongst
others” is noteworthy.

The Quesnon Bank system pmvldes a su—
lution
providing a category-wise pool of questions
is provided to the students at the beginning
of an academic year, the element of secrecy
vanishes. Professional wrongdoers out to leak
aquestion paper also lose their “busmcss

liberty ofnotcover ingportions of
Ifone ch
chronological number/s for every other stu-
dent; the question of copyingand related un-
fair practices may not arise atall.

The larger question is of the woefully in-
adequate supply of human resources to pro-

diffe

not just universities but also colleges and
chools.It upor

il i i cadre,
an Indian Education Service. This may help
some amountof quality control and perhaps,
provide fillip to mstltutlon -building i in the
present-day context. Iti:
urgency and importance of evolving mde-
pendent courses in school management, col-

Withlil { in hep ic,all

lege and also university man-
agement.Ifsuchc i ed,afew

thatisleft to the ies conc
prin

years later, we c: varsity VCs and regis-

specificserial
questions to be made a part of the question
paper, limited to a specific examination cen-
tre. Rules should provide for total rejection of

trars who have a Masters in University
Management besides having a doctorate in

their own discipline.
Trusti

theanswersheet: trans-
forhisrespectiveex-  parency, justict i
‘entre. Wh i inati ofany Theil tionof
are conducled through thlS Quesnon Bank i i
ak, fram-  systems and incubating i

ing ofout of-syllabus quesuons or admmls»
tering a wrong question paper, etc, can be
eliminated and foul-play or cheating tenden-
cies nipped in the bud.

leader-
ip this trust ins intact

Thewriter is former president, Indian Council
for Cultural Relations and a BJP leader

[ mDiaN express

Jury 4,1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

VALLEY UNDER CURFEW

FOLLOWING THE DRAMA which led to the
dismissal of Farooq Abdullah’s ministry, there
seems to prevail an uneasy calm in the
Kashmir Valley. Aninformal curfew is in place
inSrinagar and other towns in the Valley. The
capital is under the watchful eyes of the CRPF,
the Border Security Force and men from the
MP Armed Police. The army is being kept on
alert for any summons from authorities.

J8K’'s NEw DEpuTY CM

IN THE NEW 15-member ministry headed
by G M Shah in Jammu and Kashmir, D D

Thakur has been appointed the Deputy Chief
Minister. Thakur, who had previously headed
departments of finance and law in Sheikh
Abdullah’s Cabinet, will be in charge of fi-
nance, planning and development, besides
power development and labour.

AKAL TAKHT DAMAGE

THE ARMY MAY be withdrawn from
Harmandir Sahib if tension due to its pres-
ence in the Golden Temple complex materi-
alises. Government s keen tocommence re-
pair work in the Akal Takht and other
«damaged portions during the Army action.
Ar for “kar seva” ar

by some from the Sikh community. However,
astart could not be made as a demand was
put forth for the withdrawal of the Army be-
fore the seva started.

FLoODS RAGE ON

FLOODS IN MAHARASHTRA continued un-
abated while the situation improved in West
Bengal. The death toll in Maharashtra rose to
six in the last two days while the rain-fed
rivers, especially in the Konkan region contin-
ued to be in spate. Official sources in Bombay
said the Shashtri, Vashishti,and Jagbudirivers
in the Konkan region and Doodhganga river
in the Kolhapur district were overflowing.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The New Popular Front's program should be considered a pragmatic, socially
democratic set of proposals aimed at reducing inequalities and preparing for the

future. There is nothing radical in this

agenda.” —THEGUARDIAN

A switch in the House

Two contrasting speeches in the 18th Lok Sabha, by the Leader of Opposition
and the Prime Minister, show that myths have no monopolists

SANJAY SRIVASTAVA

THE KISHKINDHA KAND section of the
Ramayana narrates the story of Ram slaying
the formidable monkey king Vali, son of Indra
andelder brother to Sugriva. Vali had pursued
an asura into a cave, commanding Sugriva to
‘wait at its mouth. After along period of wait-
ing,as blood flows out of the cave, Sugriva as-
sumes thathis brother has been killed. He re-
turns to the kingdom of Kishkindha and is
crowned king. It was Vali, however, who had
killed the asura and on his return to
Kishkindha, accused Sugriva of betrayal and
usurpation. Sugriva is driven away and sub-
jected to many indignities at Vali's hands.
Sugriva and Ram forge a friendship and the
aggrieved brother asks his friend to avenge
himself by killing Vali. Ram suggests that
Sugriva challenges his brother toa battle,and
Vali would then meet his end at his hands. A
battle ensues, Sugriva is easily bested by Vali
but no arrow leaves Ram’s bow.

Sugriva is puzzled. Ram explains that he
was unable to fire his arrow, as both Sugriva
and Valilook alike and he was afraid of killing
the wmng person. Ram asks Lakshman to

h i creeperand

put it amund Sugriva’s neck to distinguish

eagainchal-

]enges Vali who, naturally, accepts. This time

the arrow from Ram’s bow finds its target —
piercing Vali's chest.

To deal with our fears, the story suggests,
we must first identify them and articulate
their presence. Thereis amiddle-aged, t-shirt-
donning politici
ism of fear in a Parliamentary speech, which
suggests that he has learnt a thing or two
about the potency of speaking about over-
coming it. Politicians are neither gods nor

contemporary Indiaa umque society. Rather
than castingh

asuras, but political success is as
on the here and the now as on deploying
mythologies that move us. But two parlia-
mentary speeches — one by the Leader of the
Opposition and the other by the Prime
Minister, are instructive in what they tell us
about the peculiar nature of political symbol-
ismafter what can be considered a setback for
the ruling party in the recent elections.

Let us start with Rahul Gandhi's manner
of naming fear to — after his own fashion —
counterit.Inwhatmust be c

adirect connecti divinity, the PM pre-
sented comparisons and metaphors from
everyday life. The Congress, he noted, is like
the small child who has been injured in a bi-
cycle accident and is being mollified that it's
not such a terrible tragedy. The Congress de-
ploys a mythical mode and the BJP, a factual
one to make sense of their respective post-
election And miled
away, whether in comprehension or bemuse-
ment, is not clear. Perhaps he had some sense
of theepic ic — proportions of the

traordinary departure from convention and
tradition for a leader of the Congress, Rahul
Gandhi's key strategy was toinvoke a religious

drama unfolding before him.
Let us now turn to another aspect of the
two speeches Animportant way in which

|maglnary as the context for the re-fashi

ing of an opposition voice. He marshalled a
variety of religious figures — Guru Nanak,
Jesus Christ, Shiva — to his cause. The visage
of the Lord of Dance made multiple appear-
ances — albeit interrupted by human forces
—inthe parliamentary building. However, as
Gandhi repeatedly flourished animage of the

mightotherwise

have been an entirely abstract idea — fear —
mtoaconcrele emonnn was through excerpts
hesaid, he had

met on different occasions. There was the
'woman who spoke of being beaten by her
husband as she was unable to prepare a de-
cent enough meal because of mﬂatmn lhe

“destroyer” of the Hi humanlimbs  family of
that may have been directed to alter camera  because their son had lost his life and little or
il not i were  no ion might be ing; the

sought to be conveyed.

The Prime Minister responded the next
day. The beatific smile sported by the Speaker
ofthe House could not, however, disguise the

fear expressed by a Manipuri woman at the
possible future of her region; and the stories
articulated by young women and men who
had suffered in the recent NEET fiasco.

uncharacteristically this-worldly

Narendra Modi. Quite in contrast to Gandhi,
the openinglines of Modi's speech referred to
Indian history and the Indian people. This,
froma political leader whose key electoral and
political strategy has been the invocation of
myths, including how “ancient” values and
achievements continue to guide and make

Perhaps, most  he spoke of the
fear within the BJP where dissent he said, is

severely punished.
The PM responded — with an unprece-
dented chorus of the Opposition’s sloganeer-
the

PM to “have shame” — by quoting “facts and
figures”. It was notable that Modi did not di-

The Prime Minister
responded the next day. The
beatific smile sported by the
Speaker of the House could
not, however, disguise the
uncharacteristically
this-worldly response by
Narendra Modi. Quite in
contrast to Gandhi, the
opening lines of Modi's
speech referred to Indian
history and the Indian people.
This, from a political leader
whose key electoral and
political strategy has been the
invocation of myths,
including how ‘ancient’ values
and achievements continue to
guide and make
contemporary India a unique
society. Rather than cast his
arguments in the language of
adirect connection with
divinity, the PM presented
comparisons and metaphors

from everyday life.

CRSasikumar

rectly refute Gandhi's invocation of fear as the
dominant motif of BJP governance. He spoke
of the Supreme Court’s warnings against the
threats to nationhood — the Opposition’s slo-
ganeering now echoed with “we want justice”
— and the “warning” he was now offering to

Nine internal
security challenges

Because a country

projects its strength

atthe international level in direct

proportion to its

PRAKASH SINGH

THEDUST OF elections has settled. The NDA
government is firmly in the saddle. The
Prime Minister has a formidable list of
achievements to his credit. At the interna-
tionallevel, India has prestige, which it prob-

internal cohesion

comprehensive approach.

Five, the Naxal problem. The Minister of
State for Home Affairs, Nityanand Rai, in a
statement made in the Rajya Sabha on
February 7, claimed that the implementa-
tion of the “national policy and action plan™
had resulted in a consistent decline in vio-
lence and shrinkage of the geographical
spread of left-wing extremism's (LWE) in-
fluence. Violence and the resultant deaths
had declined by 73 per cent from a high in
2010. Rai further stated that the number of
police stations reporting LWE-related vio-
lence had come down from 465 police sta-
tions across 96 districtsin 2010to 171 police
stations; across 42 districtsin2023.Sofar, so

ably has never had sinc e.Our
economy is on an upswing. China has, for
the first time, realised that it can no longer
bully Indiaand, beyond a point, India would
not shrink from a bloody confrontation.

The government should have awell-or-
chestrated plan for the next five years. On
internal security, the following nine points
should merit serious attention.

One, internal security doctrine. Ideally,
the country should have a national security
doctrine (NSD). The National Security
Advisory Board has, from time to time,
worked on it and prepared drafts. Those
were never approved. All significant pow-
ers have an NSD through which they de-
scribe the internal and external challenges
facing the country and prescribe policies for

good. kfoot, itis now
time for LTk

should offer them the olive branch, declare
aunilateral ceasefire foramonth, persuade
them to come to the negotiating table, ad-
dress their genuine grievances, and bring
theminto the mainstream.

Six, Intelligence Bureau/CBI. The two
premier central police organisations, the
Intelligence Bureau and the CBI, require re-
structuring. The IBwas setup through anad-
‘ministrative order on December 23, 1887.1t
is high time that it is given a statutory basis,
withsafeguards to prevent the misuse of in-
telligence to bolster the party in power. The
(CBI was set up through a resolution passed
onApril Fools' Dayin 1963, and it derives the
power to mvesngate from the Delhi Special

dealing with them. If thy problem:
in developing the NSD, its internal security
componentatleast, whlch is simpler, could
beworked out. hadhocism

Police Act, 1946. It is an
anomalous arrangement and, as recom-
‘mended in the 24threport of the parliamen-
tary committee, “the need of the hour s to

indealing with internal security challenges,
especially with a change in government.
Two, Internal Security Ministry. The
Ministry of Home Affairs has become much
too heavy and unwieldy. Internal security
matters, which demand immediate atten-
tion, quite often do not get the prompt and
thorough attention they deserve. It is high
time that a young, junior minister working
inthe MHA is given i charge of

strengthen the CBI in terms of legal man-
date, infrastructure and resources”.

Seven, state police. The Prime Minister
wants the PMO to function as the People’s
PMO.Indeed, it should! Butof greater value
and more relevance would be the transfor-
‘mation of the “Ruler’s Police” that we have
inherited from the British into the “People’s
Police”. Robert Peel, former British prime
minister, i thisday for hav-

1ntemal security. Rajesh Pilot showed what

the C tthe country’s path a canmake.
to progress and development The ‘Three, Jammu and Kashmir. The state is
ies” that farfrom i It

obstructed the very development that was
‘happeningin the country, he declared, would
be unequivocally countered. A politician

ical vl ing cer-

thelevel of abstraction — fear, anxiety, unease,
hostility — as concrete facts, had become the
purveyor of facts and figures. On the other

claim that terror incidents are down by 66
per cent since the abrogation of Article 370.
Terrorists recently struck at four places in
the Jammu region. Obviously, they are des-
perate to explode the narrative of “Naya
Kashmir”. We cannot be complacent about
the objectives of the Pakistani deep state.
The government must take early stepstore-

ingreformed the country’s police. Itis agreat
opportunity and also a challenge for our
Prime Minister.

Eight, Central Armed Police Forces. The
CAPFswithanoverall: strength of more than
amillion are beset with serious internal

bl haphaz-

rd i ining, falling
standards of discipline, vague criteria for the
selection of top officers, friction between
cadre and All India Service officers, etc. The
government would do well to appoint a
high d jssit into the

hand, the Congress'k
has unsuccessfully relied on “factsand ﬁgures"
as a political strategy — now has recourse to
the potency of mythological ideas.

We are now in a moment where the
mythlcal narratlves - nfanaent gloriesand

urity grid,
to]&l( and hold elections for the Assembly.
Four, the Northeast. The Prime Minister
has called the Northeast “a piece of our
heart”. The beating of the heart is unfortu-

problems for their long-term solution.
Nine, technology There is enormous
cope for technological i
tioningof policein mecountry Thesei mputs
wouldactas forc

nately not healthy. A k

hthedom-
inant party had cast lhe efficacy and truth-
value of its governance strategy have become
ragged. There is the exhaustion of repetition,
with repetition depleting the original power
of the narrative. Simultaneously, the Leader
of the Opposition has discovered that
myths have no monopolists, and their po-
tency lies in developing the appropriate
languages of invocation.

igned with the rebel Nagas in
2015 had raised great hopes, but these re-
‘main unfulfilled because of the NSCN (IM)'s
insistence on a separate flag and constitu-

by the PM at the DGPs' conference held in
Lucknow in 2021, thereis aneed tosetupa
high-powered technology mission to rec-
ommend the adoption of the latest tech for

tion. The government should
insist on rigorous implementation of the

thenewc
ing orare likely to face in the future.

suspension of operations and
ensure that the rebels do not engage in ex-
tortion and forcible recruitments. Manipur
has been a disaster. Ethnic conflicts con-

mlxture of bemusement and concern at the
turn of events.

ﬂle ‘writer is British Academy Global Professor,

i ‘with occasional outbursts
of violence. The Home Ministry’s forma-
tion of a multi-ethnic peace committee has
notbeen productive; itis time for the PM to
take charge of the situation himself. The

of d Sociology,

bl illegal migration, drug traffick-

SOAS University of London

ing and arms smuggling would require a

Acountry projectsif tthein-
ternational level in direct proportion to its
internal cohesion, its ability to resolve dif-
ferences within and not have any swamps
where terrorists or extremists can breed. The
internal security scenario of the country
would be better if action on the above lines
is initiated with foresight and imagination.

‘The writer was formerly Director General
of BSF, DGPUP and DGPAssam

Rights of the new worker

Karnataka bill provides framework to bring gig work into regulatory ambit of labour

YAMEENA ZAIDI AND ANUPAM GUHA

ON JUNE 29, the government of Karnataka
released the Karnataka Platform Based Gig
Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Bill,
2024 inviting public suggestions. If passed,
this would make Karnataka the second
Indian state, after Rajasthan, with legisla-
tion for gig workers. This draft bill has the
potential to extend to gig workers key rights
that the Rajasthan Platform-Based Gig
Workers (registration and Welfare) Act,
2023 failed to provide.

One criticism of the Rajasthan law is that
it does not acknowledge the expanding
view of various legal and economic scholars
like Evgeny Morozov, Moritz Altenried, and
Julia Tomassetti who argue that platform-
based gig worki: and the plat-

form worker an employee or the platform
the employer, but declares a separate cate-
gory called “gig work”, which it does not de-
fine in how it differs from extant work. The
Karnataka bill while continuing to refer to
platform companies as “intermediaries™
does provide a clearer definition of gig-
workers and creates mechanisms for a for-
mal contract between platform companies
and workers. Details of what this contract
will look like remain unanswered. This po-
tentially provides an enabling framework
to bring platform-based gig work into the
regulatory ambit of labour.

One concrete issue plaguing gig work-
ers is that their employers, the platform
« ies, arbitrarily and often terminate

forms are not intermediaries or markets but
employers. This view is gaining traction in
international legal cases with courts in the
Netherlands acknowledging that the driv-
ers and p]atforms have a“modern em-

their access to the platform, in effect, ter-
minating their jobs. Since these companies
refuse to acknowledge they are employers,
this is framed as blocking access to a serv-
ice. The Karnataka bill draft refutes this

"while courts

m the UK and Spain consider associates
“workers” but have not stated that the em-
ployer is the platform. The Rajasthan law
does neither, it does not consider the plat-

framing by that companies pro-
vide notice of termination, with a valid rea-
son, 14 days in advance. While it states that
grounds for termination will be provided to
workers at the time of contract signing, at

this stage it is difficult to ascertain to what
extent the legislation will be able to prevent
unfair terminations. In effect, the draft af-
firms that what the platforms provide is not
a mere service which can be arbitrarily
withdrawn. Unlike the Rajasthan legisla-
tion, where algorithmic transparency can
be sought only by the state and the welfare
board, the Karnataka bill draft empowers
gig workers to request access to informa-
tion about work, ratings and personal data.
Currently, gig workers have an opaque rela-
tionship with the platforms, which moni-
tor the actions of the workers, punishing
those who do not “perform”, but most plat-
forms do not even divulge what these met-
rics are. This provision reduces the potential
for algorithmic wage discrimination, work-
place harassment, etc.

The bill also expands the role of the
welfare board beyond overseeing the dis-
bursement of social security, to include
consultation with gig-worker associations
and empowers the board to make social se-
curity schemes for and people with
disabilities. Thus, the draft accepts the so-
cialised nature of platform-based gig work

instead of an atomised transaction be-
tween a service provider and an “associ-
ate”. It creates a grievance redressal mech-
anism for gig workers; however, they can
only be raised about provisions of the draft
bill. It however mandates that gig-workers
be compensated on at least a weekly basis.
Notably, the draft bill states that gig work-
ers have the right to raise disputes through
the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 and there-
fore in an indirect, however significant,
manner empowers them to make use of
existing Indian labour laws and potentially
brings gig workers out of regulatory lacuna.
These developments indicate that even if
indirectly, the draft bill brings collective
bargaining for gig workers back on the
agenda and reflects the impact of the grow-
ing strength of gig worker unions in India.
For platform-based gig workers, this is a
promising development, though the recog-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A FALSE CLAIM

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Attack on
RSSisaself-goal'(IE, July 3). The article
arguing that Rahul Gandhi's attack on
Hindutva in his Parliament speech is a
product of pseudo-secularism is un-
warranted. Claims that the RSS is not
political are unconvincing sinceit's the
BJP's parent organisation. However, no
other political party has the RSSs reach.
Its avowed objective of Hinduisation
post the Mughal era to enable Hindus
toregain their cultural identity and lib-
erate them from a victim complex,
raises a pertinent point about the need
to reconcile caste inequalities.
LRMurmu, New Delhi

JUSTICE CALLS

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Syndicate
vslaw'(IE, July 2). The incidents of bru-
tality reflect a stifled approach in a
civilised society. Law must take its
course and administer justice. Time and
again, we witness such horrendous
clashes, yet there's no straight jacket

nition of gig work a:
tobe won.

remain: for pi it. Weneedastrong-  bates rather than chasmg personal
holdon raticsetuptomain-  vendettas. O try
tain law and order across the nation. to focus on issues of people’s welfare.
Zaidi studies at Simon Fraser University Rajesh Raj, New Delhi Haritha Rao, Hyderabad

and Guhais assistant professor at Ashank
Desai Centre for Policy Studies, [IT Bombay

INDIA-UK TIES RESET

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Delhi & a
new London’ (IE, July 3). Days before the
UK vote, it sent important signals sug-
gesting that it wants to reset relations
with India. The Labour Party is likely to
ccome to power. Its outreach bodes well
for London-Delhi ties. Under the former
leader, Jeremy Corbyn, the party criti-
cised alleged human rights abuse in
India, especially against minorities and
in Kashmir. Meanwhile, India has been
unhappy with the surge in pro-Khalistan
sentiments in the UK. How the Labour
balances these factors could determine
the future of India-UK relations.
SSPaul, Nadia

OPPOSITION’S TASK

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The first
face-off (IE,June 3). Astrong Opposition
in a democracy facilitates effective and
relevant debate. This election legitimised
a strong opposition. This should be
utilised by both the Opposition and the
ruling party toactively participate in de-
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Adani-Hindenburg saga:
Side roles come to light?

Short-seller Kingdon and a Kotak set-up fund are in the arc-lights of this market drama.

The general lesson, though, is that high-profile listed companies ought to be widely held

he list of dramatis personae in the
drama that unfolded after Hinden-
burg’s report of 24 January 2023 on
the Adani Group has grown. Online
searches for ‘Kingdon Capital
Management” and ‘Kotak India
Opportunities Fund Class F* surged this week
on news of the American short-seller’s reaction
to a show-cause notice sent by the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi). The market
regulator had dubbed Hindenburg’s report
sensationalist, asking it to explain its allegedly
unfair efforts to profit from a crash in Adani
stocks that followed its allegations of fraud,
stock manipulation and more, all of which were
denied by Adani even as the market value of its
listed firms shrank. Kingdon, a US-based hedge
fund, was named by Sebi’s notice as Hinden-
burg’s sole investor. Its role? It began betting
against Adani shares a fortnight before that
report was published. In its public response,
Hindenburg accepted Kingdon as an “investor
partner,” but sought to highlight the role played
by Kotak Mahindra Bank in setting up an off-
shore fund—a ‘Class F” spinoff of an existing
fund—that was used by the hedge fund for acts
of short-selling under Sebi’s scanner. This has
dragged yet another name into a story that has
kept market watchers agog for over 17 months.
Do these actors merit a spotlight in the long
arc of the Adani-Hindenburg saga? To distance
itself from controversy, Kotak has denied fore-
knowledge of Kingdon’s link with Hindenburg
and of the latter’s report. The bank said it did
not know that the US hedge fund would act on
the basis of price-sensitive information, given
that it had confirmed it would operate solely by
what was publicly known. Kotak’s Class F unit
was a shell company registered in March 2022

and bought by Kingdon in December that year.
According to Sebi’s timeline, the US hedge fund
purchased it about a month after getting a draft
of the Hindenburg report that would batter
Adani stocks. Since Sebi was probing a market
bout of short-selling, it had good reason to focus
on the actual sellers—or direct profit makers—
more than their investment vehicles. Unless
evidence emerges of Kotak collusion with King-
don, it is the latter’s association with events
that’s far more likely to endure.

The story isn’t over. Sebi was asked last year
by the Supreme Court to investigate not just
proximate causes of the volatility in Adani
stocks (which have largely recovered since), but
also to probe the Adani Group in the context of
Hindenburg’s allegations. This January, the
court said that most aspects of Adani’s conduct
had been looked into by Sebi and its investiga-
tion “inspired confidence,” but two parts were
pending, as Sebi awaited inputs from foreign
regulators to conclude the process. While we
await this conclusion, a larger lesson from the
episode can still be drawn. Recall that Adani
stocks saw steep drops even before Hindenburg
took centre-stage, with those investor jitters
attributed to the companies’ allegedly unclear
compliance with Sebi’s 25% free-float rule, seen
as exposing them to distortive swings in market
value. In general, markets for such assets work
best when they have sufficient depth of trading,
with a sizeable volume of stocks being bought
and sold daily at prices determined by a wide
interaction of demand and supply. The more
widely a firm’s equity is held, the better its share
price captures its true value, thanks to a broader
blend of views. It would serve everyone well if
all high-profile listed companies took note. It
would make stock-rigging charges hard to level.

My

Residents of ultra-slums should
have access to welfare provisions

Food, water, health and education are basic needs that nobody living in India should be deprived of

ANURAG BEHAR
is CEO of Azim Premji Foundation.

he open sewer runs straight for 10

kilometres. In a gorge about 8

metres deep and 50 metres wide,
with sides sloping such that 20 metres
of its width in the middle is flat. The
6-metre-wide sewer is in the middle of
this flat stretch. An elevated highway
runs over this gorge for its entire length
of 10 kilometres, about 20 metres above
the sewer and about 12 metres above the
land on the banks of the gorge. A busy
railway line runs parallel to the south-
ern bank for most of the stretch, and a
road on the northern bank. The high-
way above covers the entire width of the
gorge. From the high-speed six-lane
highway, the gorge with the sewer in
the middle is not visible because it is
right underneath.

Swirling dark muck flows fast in the
sewer. It is the worst of the waste from a
city of over 2 million people. The stench
is thick and settled. Over 2,000 families
live on the slopes of the gorge. In shan-
ties made of discarded plastic, metal
sheets and rotting wood. The sewer
overflows during monsoon rains, so
the shanties are only up to half the dis-
tance down the naked slopes, with no
obstruction to the eye, stark from both
banks of the gorge. At intervals along
the sewer, frayed saris can be seen
wrapped around four bamboo sticks
dug in the ground to form a two-by-two
square foot toilet.

Outside the gorge, even those who

live nearby believe that the shanties
house hooch-makers, drug-peddlers
and other petty criminals. But if you do
not judge from the high banks and
brave a descent into the gorge, you will
meet the typical poverty-stricken
Indian. A labourer, traffic signal-vendor
ora beggar, doing what it takes to sur-
vive. There must be a few criminals
amid them, but unlikely to be any more
than in the swanky high-rises that are
visible from parts of that gorge.

Why do these families live there?
Because nobody chases them away. Not
the police, not land sharks, not even the
good Samaritans who want to keep the
city clean. The sewer is their sanctuary.
Anywhere else in the city—under a fly-
over, on footpaths, beside a railway line,
or anywhere else—someone or the
other hounds them because land is gold
in the city. But why live there at all?
Because back in their villages, they can’t
even eke out that one meal that fends off
starvation.

Majestic is the expanse of our holiest
river. It is visible from that elevated
highway. Its waters are not like the
sewer’s, but the devout likely trade sin
for disease when they wash in it. The
water is clean, but its banks are not—not
even a thousand ki upstream at

int
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cards—which means they have no
access to the public distribution system
of grains. Most have no documents to
access India’s public health schemes.
Water to drink is a daily struggle and
acquiring it takes away their earnings or
work-hours or both. Temples are out of
bounds. Births are fraught, with no
access to the public health system, and
private delivery unimaginably beyond
reach. Death demands funereal dignity,
often resulting in a slide deeper into
poverty for family members left alive.
Two thousand kilometres south of
this place of pilgrimage, from another
spanking highway hugging another
drain of urban waste, one can see a
series of the same plastic-metal-wood
shanties. It’s just another mid-sized city,
where the precarity of livelihood is less
(if only infinitesimally so) than in their
villages, yet sufficient to offer them the
hope of a higher chance of survival.
Which is the case across all our cities,
and why these shanties are everywhere.
What was once a phenomenon of our
large cities has spread to most small and
mid-sized urban centres. But these are
not slums. Perhaps ultra-slums, much
further down the precipice of life. If we
don’t create enough decent jobs and
livelihood itics, and ensure

one of the country’s sacred pilgrimage
centres. From another gleaming high-
way, we can see muck-laden banks with
familiar plastic-metal-wood shanties.
Poverty chased the inhabitants of these
out of their villages, but no one chases
them off these mucky banks, so long as
they voluntarily vacate every time a
mela or fair is held, major or minor. A
piety-fuelled construction boom in the
vicinity gives them some daily-wage
work. Or at least they have the safety net
of alms from the everyday thousands
‘who come to take a dip in the holy river.
Children don’t go to school, neither
from the sewer zone, nor from the
‘mucky banks. They are not given
admission, and if they are, it’s too dan-
gerous to cross the busy railway line or
highway. Families don’t have ration-

aor have firs ight
= lto India's resources
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is deputy secretary in the Rajya
Sabha Secretariat, Parliament

of India.

he just-concluded general elections
have once again proven the vitality of
Indian democracy. The democratic
process has established that the democratic
institutions of this country are more than
capable of giving all sections of society a
voice, especially the marginalized. With the
formation of a new government, parliamen-
tary processes have kicked in. With that, the
formal process of political communication
between electors and the elected has also
begun. Parliamentary debates are an impor-
tant element of this. Elected representatives
of the people make their position on various
issues official by engaging in debates on the
floor of the two Houses of Parliament.
There is no denying the fact that in this
day-and-age of electronic media, both con-
ventional and social, there is no dearth of
instruments available for political messag-
ing. This has led some political commenta-
tors to question the relevance of parliamen-
tary debates. They contend that these often
repeat what has already been said in the

GUEST

Parliamentary debates form the essence of democracy

SANJEEV KHOKHAR

public sphere by political campaigners,
party spokespersons and Members of Parlia-
ment (MPs), and there is nothing new that
these debates offer in terms of either politi-
cal positions or information. They also ques-
tion the “deliberative effect’ of such debates,
since instances of a climbdown or revision of
apreviously-held position by an opponent in
the light of what German political thinker
Jurgen Habermas called “the better argu-
ment” are few and far between.

This might be true to an extent, as parlia-
mentary debates are no paragons of Haber-
masian virtue—which aims for an ‘Ideal
Speech Situation,” where participants are
swayed by reason and reason alone. Politics
being ‘essentially contested,” such a situa-
tion is neither feasible nor desirable. But
what such opinions ignore is the unique
ability of parliamentary debates not only to
provide a multi-perspective view on political
issues, but also impart authenticity to the
positions taken by national political players
by making them official. This kind of validity
is not available to expressions and assertions
of apolitical stance in other mediums such
as the news media. Positions taken in Parlia-
ment are what act as a record for the elector-
ate to assess the conduct of political repre-
sentatives. In the absence of such clarity, it

would be difficult for the electorate to evalu-
ate their work and vote accordingly. State-
ments and assertions made elsewhere,
though important, do not serve as concrete
indicators to help a voter reward or punish
arepresentative. Moreover, political state-
ments and assertions made by political play-
ers elsewhere run the risk
of being lost amid vast
waves of media messages.

As for the other purpose
of parliamentary debates,
critics are not entirely off
the mark when they say
that these discussions are
not deliberative, as they
neither influence oppo-
nents to revise their posi-

They keep
voters in the
loop of formal
positions taken
and also foster

tions, underestimates the beneficial effects
of such debates on the country’s electorate
despite their partisan nature.

Politics is a contest for political power,
and, by presenting an all-round perspective
onapolitical issue and reflecting all shades
of opinion across the political spectrum, par-
liamentary debates help
voters make up their mind.
This is essential to democ-
racy, which demands not
just voting but ‘informed
voting” for it to function as
well as envisaged.

Observers might also
contend that these debates,
though televised, are not
keenly followed by the

tions, nor help in reaching deliberative larger electorate and there-
a consensus. Critics argue . fore the idea that they are
that such debaes are  law-making  cducativeis far-fotched. In

almost entirely strategic

and thus partisan in

nature, and that their real aim is to influence
the electorate outside the House rather than
help make better legislative decisions within
Parliament, which is anyway done by voting
on motions. In other words, numbers rather
than arguments determine enactments.
This view, though largely true in its observa-

response to this, it can be

said that important debates
that matter more are widely shown on air by
various news channels and also widely
reported. The sharp political positions taken
in these debates are also disseminated to
voters at large through press conferences
and political speeches. In short, what is

important in these debates for the electorate

they re distributed evenly across India,
the core problem will not be addressed.
It doesn’t appear that we know how to
do that, not only as a nation but even
globally. Acknowledging that we don’t
know may be a start for the kind of deep
cfforts that are required on every
dimension—from research and policy
to action on the ground and business.

But this doesn’t mean that in the
meanwhile we don’t do the most basic
of things for the poorest of our people. If
we can have high-speed highways for
our cars, why should they not have food,
water, basic health and education? We
have welfare systems for most of these,
but residents of ultra-slums have almost
no access to them. We must change
that. Sewers need not be sanctuaries for
fellow citizens.

I_QWEW A TE@@‘@ET—l

It is better to debate a
question without settling it
than to settle a question
without debating it.

JOSEPH JOUBERT

_

somehow reaches it, directly or indirectly,
helping voters decide their preferences.

Just as Parliament is the most visible sym-
bol of our democracy, parliamentary
debates are the most obvious examples of
“democracy inaction.” In the words of James
De Mille, “A parliamentary debate, when
carried on by able men, is one of the finest
exhibitions of the powers of the human
mind that can be witnessed.” Thinkers like
Habermas observe that a communicative
society is much better placed to resolve its
conflicts than a non-communicative one, as
the former provides institutional structures
for flagging issues and raising concerns as
well as discussing and resolving them.

Houses of Parliament are core sites of
deliberation where national issues can be
discussed and solutions found through
argument. To paraphrase Robert E. Goodin,
talking is a good “discovery procedure,’
while voting is a good “decision procedure,”
and talking before voting is always good for
democracy. What makes Parliament unique
is its special ability to combine elements of
aggregation and deliberation that can confer
higher political legitimacy on participants.

Forall these reasons, we must give parlia-
mentary debates their due and remain hope-
ful that we will have plenty of them.
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Get your meetings right: Time is
too valuable a business resource

A goal-oriented and value-maximizing approach to meetings can help leaders boost the productivity of their organizations

HARSH MARIWALA &

ABHEEK SINGHI

are, respectively, founder and chairman of
Marico, and the chair of practices at Boston
Consulting Group India.

ime is the most scarce resource for any
leader, influencing not only her indi-
vidual performance but also the orga-
nization’s culture and strategic direc-
tion. Leaders, therefore, must be
strategic in how they spend their
il th . and in as well
as group meetings. Time alone allows leaders to
both respond and react, but more importantly,
step back, reflect and strategize. Some CEOs, for
instance, block off parts of their day to focus on
these solo tasks, recognizing the importance of
uninterrupted time for high-level thinking.

Meetings are a significant component of a
leader’s time expenditure. One Harvard study
showed that CEOs spent 72% of their total work
time in meetings, while another MIT Sloan article
concluded that the average executive spends about
50% of his or her time in meetings. At the same
time, whether it is in the sitcom The Office or
Dilbert cartoons, or in our conversations, there is a
clear view that many group meetings are run
poorly. This article focuses on what could help
improve the effectiveness of meetings.

Meetings are essential for decision-making,
aligning a team and fostering collaboration. How-
ever, to be effective, group meetings need to be
well-structured. This includes having a clear
agenda, defined objectives and ensuring the right
people are in attendance. Avoiding unnecessary
presentations and focusing on dialogue and deci-
sion-making can make them productive.

But even before getting to ‘how best to run a
meeting,” we think it is important to answer two
key questions.

The first is whether there should be a meeting at
all, or can the objective be met through an empow-
ered individual (with inputs from others) or even in
a group setting via email? This is cven more rele-
vant for recurring meetings, which start off with
the right intention but then inertia takes over.

The second is clarity on the desired objective of
the meeting—is it to generate ideas, challenge
solutions, take decisions, seek alignment or com-
municate with a broader group? Meetings can be
set for any of these, but there needs to be clarity on
‘what outcome is expected.

Itis crucial to implement structured processes
to increase meeting effectiveness. Based on our
experience across organizations, there are seven
practical principles that can help leaders run
meetings more effectively.

Define the agenda sharply: This is casier said
than done but the most important step nonethe-
less. Clearly outline the meeting’s objectives .
Distribute necessary material in advance to allow
every participant to come prepared. This can save
time and lead to more meaningful contributions
and outcomes.

Deliberate participation: Invite only those who
can contribute value or benefit from the discus-
sion. This helps keep the meeting focused and
prevents it from becoming unwieldy. Tesla’s chief
Elon Musk has gone one step further; he suggests
that those who feel they are not contributing
cnough should leave the meeting.

Avoid PowerPoint presentations: Use the meeting
time for discussion and decision-making, rather
than lengthy presentations. This approach keeps
participants engaged and the conversation
dynamic. In a previous article, we talked about the
famous Amazon memo that everyone reads at the
start of a meeting—rather than sit through a pre-
sentation—for discussions to be held on it.

Insist on punctuality: Start meetings on time to
respect everyone’s schedule. Turning up late for
meetings (regularly) indicates either lack of control
and/or disrespect for others’ time, neither of which
is a trait one would look for in a leader. We know of
some organizations that implement penalties on
latecomers, if necessary, to discourage tardiness.
But, ultimately, it is the leader (or the one chairing
the meeting) who must lead by example.

Encourage balanced participation: Ensure that
all voices are heard and not just the dominant ones.
The chairperson should facilitate a wide discus-
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sion, giving quieter members an opportunity to
speak. In her book Quiet: The Power of Introverts in
a World That Can't Stop Talking, Susan Cain makes
a powerful case for listening to introverts.

Summarize key points: At the end of the meeting,
recap the main points and decisions. This ensures
clarity and alignment on the next steps. While well
begun may be half done, true value is realized only
when there is action and follow-through.

Actionable minutes: Record minutes of the
meeting in a format that clearly states ‘who’ will do
‘what” and by ‘when’ (the WWW format). Circulate
these minutes within two days of the meeting to
maintain momentum and accountability in the
group. For a recurring meeting, start by reviewing
the previous meeting’s action items, as this helps
ensure that previous decisions are acted upon.

Implementing all these practices can trans-
form meetings from time sinks into valuable ses-
sions that drive decisions and align strategies. As
leaders strive to manage their most precious
resource, time, running meetings effectively
becomes a critical skill. By adopting a disciplined
approach to time management in pursuit of orga-
nizational goals, leaders can enhance their own
productivity as well as the overall performance of
their organizations.
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Citigroup’s climate sensitivity
made it a target for protestors

Companies that make progress tend to attract even more protests

BETH KOWITT
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
corporate America.

mployees at Citigroup’s New York

headquarters are facing multiple

indignities. Not only does a growing
contingent now have to be back in office
full time, but to get to their desks, they
must walk through a throng of protestors
who have been camped outside the bank
for much of June. Activists are calling the
campaign the “Summer of Heat,” vowing to
show up outside Citi “week after week” and
“month after month” to protest its funding
of the fossil fuel industry. The protests have
gotten so disruptive that Citi put out a
statement Wednesday advising employees
“to keep our cool” and “avoid engaging.”

You might think Citi ended up in the
spotlight because it’s the worst offender in
the financial sector. The bank is far from it.
Citi is the sixth-largest provider of loans to
oil, gas and coal since the 2015 Paris agree-
ment, according to analysis by Bloomberg
News, and its fossil fuel lending has steadily
declined in recent years; so far in 2024, it’s
the 12th biggest provider of loans to the fos-
sil fuel sector.

Citi’s progress is likely what in part made
ita target. It has shown that it cares about
its sustainability reputation and the activist
group is capitalizing on that. Protesters
have said as much, noting on their website
that they are going after Citi because “we
know we can push them to do the right
thing.” On her first day as Citi CEO in 2021,
Jane Fraser said the company would reach

Environmental protests are often aimed at
firms that are expected to listen  sLoovsers

told me applying public pressure “makes
companies more reluctant to put their
heads above the parapet.” She adds: “If the
move you make is seen as not good enough
or genuine enough, then you do open
yourself up to targeting and criticism.”

ESG politics has only gotten more com-
plex. Not only are firms being attacked by
activists on the left, they also face a back-
lash from the political right. Citi, for exam-
ple, is among a group of banks that has
been punished by Republican states for its
“boycotting” of the fossil fuel industry and
“discriminating” against the gun industry.
These dynamics have shifted the peer
effect that activists hope to exploit—the
idea that top managers are more likely to
take action if they see a competitor being
targeted by activists.

Instead, companies have become even
less eager to lead on these issues. CEOs are
saying and doing even less on ESG and DEI
out of fear that they will become a target of
the anti-woke mob. The Walt Disney Com-
pany, for example, became a favourite
punching bag for Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis over its opposition to the state’s
Don’t Say Gay Bill. Or take Target and

net-zero inits
financing activities by 2050, and has com-
mitted $1 trillion for financing sustainabil-
ity efforts by 2030.

Researchers call it the “target enhancing
effect”: Companies investing in climate
action or other social initiatives are attract-
ive targets for activists. Charlotte Moore,
managing director at Sigwatch, which
tracks and collects data on activism
directed at corporations, told me people
are always surprised to learn that the most
targeted energy company is not Exxon
Mobil or Saudi Aramco. Rather it’s usually
a European firm like Shell or TotalEner-
gies, because they are willing to change or
be seen as changing. “The idea is that if you
getalead company in the space to move on
something, it changes the industry expec-
tations and consumer expectations and
everyone else has to fall in line,” she says.

There are limits to how effective this
kind of pressure can be. Researchers have
found that the best-performing companies
from an environmental standpoint have
very little incentive to do more because it
only further raises this threat of environ-
mental activism. And in general, Moore

Busch, which faced boycotts
from conservative consumers for their
LGBTQIA+ solidarity.

Over at Citi, it’s turning into the ‘Sum-
mer of Heat” in more ways than one. Activ-
ists are attacking the bank at a delicate
moment for its CEO: “The clock is ticking
on Jane Fraser’s Citigroup Turnaround,”
read a Wall Street Journal headline, with
the piece noting that its profitability and
stock performance are lagging behind its
US rivals. The protests are giving Fraser a
headache, which climate activists would
argue is the whole point — disrupting busi-
ness as usual to force companies to face
such an urgent cause.

But in doing so, they risk making one of
their allies even more vulnerable. The
Summer-of-Heat crew should let things
cool offat Citi and go light a match under a
truly bad actor. Or better yet, consider
switching tactics: In this charged environ-
ment, it may be more effective to work
behind the scenes with companies that are
ready to engage. As the ‘greenhushing’
trend has shown, there are firms that are
open to improving their policies, but don’t
want to talk about it. (©BLOOMBERG

Class action lawsuits are unicorn-like: Worthy but rare

SRINATH SRIDHARAN & SAKATE KHAITAN

‘class.”

Class action suits have immense

have been infringed upon, or who belicve

are, respectively, a policy
researcher and corporate
advisor, and senior partner at
Khaitan Legal Associates.

lass action suits in India are like uni-
corns—legendary, promising and
rare. Provisions permitting class
actions/representative actions existed in the
statute book for over a century in the Code of
Civil Procedure of 1908. Similar provisions
have been incorporated in the Consumer
Protection Act of 2019 and the Competition
Act of 2002. Further, class action suits are
often clothed as public interest litigation
(PIL) under Articles 32 and 226 of the Con-
stitution. However, none of these statutes
specifically covered shareholders as a class.
In a landmark move, India introduced
sharcholder class action and derivative
action lawsuits through Section 245 of the
Companies Act of 2013. Surprisingly, for 11
years, this provision has remained largely
theoretical, with only two cases—Jindal Poly
Films and ICICI Securities Ltd—being filed.
A class-action suit, or representative
action, allows a large group of people with
similar interests to collectively bring a claim
to court. This collective group is known as a

potential to protect minority sharcholders,
depositors and investors from corporate
wrongdoers. Fighting as a class enables
them to secure better legal representation,
share litigation costs and pool their knowl-
edge and experiences to build a strong case.
In a country where lawsuits are expensive
and lengthy, minority stakeholders are often
at a disadvantage against the formidable
legal and financial muscle of corporate
houses. In such cases, a class action, backed
by the strength of many, is likely to be taken
seriously by businesses and courts.

The biggest challenge remains the high
cost and slow pace of litigation, coupled with
the apparent reluctance of Indian courts to
award substantial damages and penalties.

Over the past few years, the Indian stock
market has witnessed a significant influx of
retail investors . This surge is complemented
by an increasing number of businesses get-
ting listed for their shares to be traded pub-
licly. Shareholder activism, aimed at better
corporate governance and involving the
scrutiny of management actions, has been
rising too. This usually happens when share-
holders believe the company is being poorly
run, potentially leading to financial losses or
societal harm. Shareholders whose rights

the company is being managed in a way det-
rimental to their interests, may initiate a
class action lawsuit. Such suits offer a vital
remedy for breaches of minority-rights by
enabling collective legal action against cor-
porate misconduct. The existence of the
provision, thus, promotes
higher standards of trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity in corporate India.
‘While such lawsuits can

Collective legal
action against

or 100 members, whichever count is lower.
Similarly, 5% of the total number of deposi-
tors or total deposits, or 100 members,
whichever is lower, would constitute a class.
However, creating a pool of 100 is still a chal-
lenge. Borrowing from Western practices,
India could further simplify these require-
ments. For instance, the US
does not insist on a mini-
mum number to form a
class; Australia requires
only seven, while Canada

must also levy exemplary penalties on liti-
gants in such instances and also on lawyers
with contingent-fee deals.

On the whole, the courts and government
must adopt a more accommodative
approach to class action lawsuits. Without
significant legal reform, true class action will
remain limited to stray cases where some-
one assumes leadership and financial
responsibility.

Class action suits in India have the poten-
tial to democratize access to justice and hold
powerful entities accountable. Yet, so far,

class action suits have not been embraced

help level the playing field, i permits a single share-
for them to be truly effec- misma naQEd holder to file an action.
tive, the provisions for  bysir can duci i with the

class action should include
all categories of minority
stakeholders affected by
mismanagement.

Two amendments have
allowed class action to inch
forward. A 2016 amend-
ment of the Companies Act
simplified procedures and eligibility criteria
for filing class action suits. In May 2019, new
thresholds for defining a ‘class’ under Sec-
tion 245 were notified. An eligible class can
now comprise 5% of members holding 5% of
the issued capital in an unlisted company or
2% of the issued capital in a listed company,

raise standards
of corporate
governance

fees” for lawyers, to be paid
if the suit succeeds, would
create an incentive for
them to gather 100 persons
for a class action. This
would require deviation
from the currently permit-
ted remuneration structure
for lawyers, under which a contingent fee is
not allowed. Further, to mitigate the risk of
exploitation by an errant lawyer, all contin-
gent arrangements should be disclosed and
monitored by the Bar Council.

However, to strike a balance and disincen-
tivize frivolous class actions, the judiciary

they should be. For
minority sharcholders to achieve justice,
especially, class action suits could offer a
speedy legal process. Implementing fast-
track judicial processes for class action suits
would reinforce the faith of citizens in the
concept as well as overall judicial system.
The urgency of embracing class action
suits in India cannot be overstated, particu-
larly as the Indian economy expands further
and integrates itself more deeply with the
global sconomy. Effective class action

porate accauntablllty, lhcrcby boosting
investor confidence and attracting more
investments from overseas.
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Innocent lives lost

Stampede at a satsang in Hathras kills at least 121,
highlighting the urgent need for stronger regulations

pede during a satsang resulted in the deaths of at least 121 people. Although

| n atragic and devastating incident in the Hathras district of Uttar Pradesh, a stam-

the exact cause of the mishap will be determined after a detailed investigation,
eyewitness accounts reveal that the stampede occurred when devotees surged for-
ward to seek blessings from Narayan Sakar Vishwa Hari, also known as Bhole Baba.
The devotees rushed to touch Bhole Baba's feet and attempted to gather soil from
his path, a customary practice that led to the chaos. Many people fell into a near-
by drain. Some eyewitnesses reported that after the satsang concluded, many fol-
lowers rushed toward Bhole Baba to touch his feet or catch a glimpse of him as
he departed in his car. People wanted to get his darshan and collect soil from the
road on which his car left the venue. As the satsang ended, people started leav-
ing in groups. Due to the rain, many slipped, and others fell on top of them, lead-
ing to a crushing cascade. Others maintain that peo-
ple started rushing out due to the humidity when

2
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the incident occurred, and many followers, most
of whom were women, felt suffocated.

The incident exposes many disturbing facts, rang-
ing from the negligence of the administration to the
unchecked influence of godmen over innocent peo-
ple. Bhole Baba is reportedly absconding. First of
all, the number of attendees far exceeded the per-
mitted limit. The chief sewadar (organizer) of Baba's
program estimated an attendance of around
80,000 people, but the actual number was signif-
icantly higher. Indeed, this breach of the permitted

capacity likely exacerbated the situation, leading to overcrowding in a venue that
was inadequate. Now, after this horrific incident, the government is in damage con-
trol mode. Compensation for the deceased has been announced, and the Chief
Minister is expected to visit Hathras. Additionally, a team has been set up to inves-
tigate the cause of the incident. However, in all probability nothing will change and
that this incident will soon be forgotten like many before. As we mourn the loss
of 121 lives and support the injured and their families, it is imperative to learn from
this tragedy and implement effective measures to prevent such incidents in the
future. We must prioritise safety, preparedness, and responsible management to
ensure the safety of the people. Moreover, shouldn't there be a check on the activ-
ities of mushrooming godmen who exploit people's faith and endanger their lives?
Many such godmen become so powerful that they are able to dictate terms to the
administration and have considerable political clout which gives them power. However,
the lack of awareness among people and their sense of helplessness contribute
to the proliferation of these godmen who thrive on the ignorance and innocence

of the people.
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Farmers carry paddy saplings for plantation in an agricultural field, in Nadia

Modernising Govt IT: Imperative

shift to a multicloud future

This will ensure that services are not only delivered effectively but
also in a cost-efficient and secure manner as it bolsters cybersecurity

rom cybersecurity
Fthreats to unprece-

dented data manage-
ment complexity to sys-
tems outages, outdated 1T
hinders the government's
ability to provide important
services in the safest and
most efficient manner pos-
sible.
Our technology infrastruc-
ture should receive the
same attention and invest-
ment as our roads, bridges,
energy, and broadband
infrastructure. Instead, cur-
rent policies deter govern-
ment IT leaders’ ability to
choose the best solutions to
meet modern challenges.
Public agencies are too
often using outdated tech-
nology and face too many
barriers to effectively mod-
ernize their systems.
‘With modern technology
and data availability, the
government will be able to
better track life-threatening
illnesses, while policymak-
ers would be armed with
relevant data to chart robust
policies for prevention and
treatment.
According to a Deloitte
research report, BESI sector
is also investing more on
cloud to transform systems.

Federal and state agencies
have been slowly upgrading
IT infrastructure over the
past decade by shifting to a
public cloud computing
model. This is primarily

driven by the promise of
increase!efﬂciency, lower
costs, and improved conti-
nuity to enhance the ser-
vices they offer to the pub-
lic. While many govern-
ment organizations have
taken advantage of the flex-
ibility public cloud comput-
ing offers, given privacy,
compliance and security
concerns, this approach
does not work in every sit-
uation. It is critical that IT
leaders have flexibility to
choose the most cost-effec-
tive solutions.

Government agencies
should consider a multi-
cloud by design approach,

where you use cloud ser-
vices from multiple public
and private cloud providers.
‘While a single-cloud strat-
egy might seem simpler, it
limits service offerings and
often commits organiza-
tions to a single vendor,
which often costs more in
the end.

A multicloud approach to
cloud computing is used for
better data control, allows
access to the best services
from each provider, and
offers more flexibility as IT
leaders can optimize work-
load placement based on
workload requirements.
While government agen-
cies - and ultimately taxpay-
ers--that adopt multicloud
approaches can also have
greater control over cost,
which is critical at a time
when research firm IDC
estimates that nearly two-
thirds of organizations are
spending more on cloud
than initially budgeted.
Policymakers need to make
this multicloud modern-
ization process a reality by
investing in the technology
modernisation fund allow-
ing government agencies
to replace legacy equip-
ment with upgraded multi-

Pandemonium
in Parliament

As the Modi Govt navigates a new power dynamic, the increased presence
and assertiveness of the Opposition suggest a challenging path ahead

he 18th Lok Sabha
has the potential for
positive functioning.
The Modi govern-
ment said they want-
ed consensus. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi sought agree-
ment and criticised the
Opposition for causing prob-
lems. Modi stated that in his
third term, his Government
would aim to build consensus.
The Leader of the Opposition,
Rahul Gandbhi, also emphasised
the importance of the
Opposition's role in representing
the 'voice of the people’ in the
House. But at the start of the ses-
sion, they couldn't agree on
important issues. Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi wrote in
an editorial recently in an English
daily that Prime Minister
Narendra Mod was "Preaching
consensus, provoking confronta-
tion."
Sonia Gandhi criticised Prime
Minister Modi for not acknowl-
edging the electoral outcome and
for promoting confrontation
over consensus. She expressed
disappointment with the first few
days of the 18th Lok Sabha,
pointing out that there's no sign
of a changed attitude from the
Prime Minister. The 18th Lok
Sabha is a significant shift in
Indian politics, marking the first
time in a decade that Modi is
leading a Parliament from a less
dominant position. This shift in
power dynamics requires him to
navigate a coalition and contend
with a more assertive opposition.
The Modi government now
relies on crucial support from
two key allies - JD(U) and TDP.
This means the NDA allies could
significantly influence the
Government's plans and actions,
a departure from the substantial
majority the BJP enjoyed in
2019 and 2014. The increased
presence of the Opposition in
various parliamentary panels is
likely to generate greater engage-
ment. The first session of the cur-
rent Lok Sabha began with a
strong Opposition asserting its
rights. Before the session start-
ed, there was a dispute over the
appointment of BJD M.P
Bhartruhari Mahtab as the pro-
tem Speaker to administer.
The Congress and the INDIA

bloc members felt that
Congress MP Kodukkunil
Suresh, elected eight times,
should have been given the
position. However, the BJP
argued that they followed the
rules. Mahtab was elected to
the House seven times in
succession, while Suresh lost
two elections. This appoint-
ment is significant as the
Speaker plays a crucial role in
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gﬁgﬁ?g Ofd;n Confiuﬁit'l;g INAUGURAL SPEECH
ebates, and ensuring the

Housel'islsmoztl'nlfunc::li}(?ningci TO A JOINT SESSION
Secondly, Rahul Gandhi sai

hzcv‘;oulg b:cku()maBirla,s?he OF PARLIAMENT
NDA candidate, but only if IGNORED THE

the Deputy Speaker position,
usually given to the
Opposition, was assured.
‘While Thambi Durai of the

COUNTRY’S MOST
SERIOUS PROBLEMS.

AIADMK, & BJP l:ny at the ALSO, THE
e ot o 1S OPPOSITION CALLED

the position remained vacant
from 2019 to 2024.

Article 93 states two Lok
Sabha members will be select-
ed as the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker. Om Birla has been
re-elected as the Speaker of

FOR REMOVING THE
SENGOL, WHICH THE
PRIME MINISTER
HAD INSTALLED

the 17th Lok Sabha, bringing WITH MUCH
continuity and stability to the
House. After being congratu FANFARE BEFORE

lated, the newly elected
Speaker took out a paper and
read a resolution against the
1975 Emergency imposed by

THE ELECTION

late Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. This surprising move
caught many off guard and
caused tension with Congress,
as the Emergency was
declared on the same date in
1975. This led the Leader of
the Opposition, Rahul
Gandhi, to lead a group to the
Speaker to express their objec-
tion to a political statement
from the chair.

Fourthly, some opposition
parties thought the presi-
dent's inaugural speech to a
joint session of Parliament
ignored the country's most
serious problems. Also, the
Opposition called for remov-
ing the Sengol, which the
Prime Minister had installed
with much fanfare before the
Election. Fifthly, Rahul and
other Opposition MPs pro-
posed discussing the leakage
of the NEET question paper
first. The Speaker, however,
insisted that a discussion on
the Motion of Thanks to the
President's address, a signifi-
cant issue, should be held first.
The first week's confrontation
shows despite the decrease in
numbers, the BJP is unlikely
to change its working meth-
ods.

An energised opposition will
also be belligerent.The pro-
ceedings in Rajya Sabha also
saw disruptions and adjourn-
ments as Opposition mem-
bers raised slogans demand-

KALYANI SHANKAR

NA

ing a discussion on the NEET
question paper leak issue.
There was also a heated argu-
ment between the
Chairman and Congress
President ~ Mallikarjun
Kharge.The functioning of
the House lies with the
Speaker, a position of utmost
importance in maintaining
order and ensuring fair
debates.

The Rajya S bha Chairman
presides over the Upper
House. A functioning House
is necessary and a prerequisite
for a healthy democracy. The
need for constructive cooper-
ation  between  the
Government and the
Opposition cannot be over-
stated.

The House functions effec-
tively in addressing the press-
ing issues facing the nation.
Both sides must recognise
the truth and collaborate to
make Parliament more organ-
ised. After all, the
Government is accountable to
Parliament. The parliamen-
tary system emphasises collec-
tive responsibility, account-
ability, and flexibility. As for-
mer President Pranab
Mukherjee said, its function-
ing is based on Debate,
Dissension, and Decision.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views expressed
are personal)

SRINIVASCHARY T

cloud computing solutions
that will ensure agencies
can provide critical ser-
vices quickly and securely.
This will require that all
agencies conduct multi-
cloud computing readiness
assessments through an
evaluation of current IT
infrastructure, processes,
and policies to determine
the best path for adoption.
The assessment should look
at things like are the
agency's applications con-
sidered cloud-enabled, what
is the cost of migration, do
cloud computing solutions
meet security and compli-
ance requirements, as well
as what is the impact on

civil service employees.
‘We cannot fight off cyber-
attacks and provide the best
services possible in the dig-
ital age with inadequate
and outdated IT infrastruc-
ture. Adopting a multicloud
approach will help secure-
ly manage critical data, cut
costs, and allow for our gov-
ernment to use the solu-
tions that are most effective
to meet our citizens' needs.
(The writer is Lead
Solution Architect, Dell
Technologies India; views
are personal)
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CYBERCRIME ON THE RISE
Madam — Despite warnings, people
are losing huge amounts of money to
cyber criminals via stock market
investments and online purchases.
Fraudsters generally target the middle-
aged and the elderly but youngsters are
not spared. People are lured by attrac-
tive advertisements on social media
platforms like WhatsApp, telegram,
Instagram and facebook. When inno-
cent citizens are asked to pump money
through websites, they fall in line
because the "profit accrued by similar
investors" is prominently displayed in
the common group. Furthermore, the
fraudsters "train” the investors in stock
market intricacies.
Unsuspecting investors are unaware
that another victim's money is trans-
ferred to his/her " account” to show
profit. Duped investors sense some-
thing is amiss when they are asked to
cough up a substantial commission and
when their genuine queries go unan-
swered or are vaguely shrugged off.
However, only when the scamster
swindles the hard-earned money out of
a person does the latter go to the cyber
police. Since most states, if not all,
have cyber crime helplines, it is vital to
report the fraud very quickly
because the cheaters are known to
waste little time in hoodwinking the
law. It is always a good practice to ask
SEBI or RBI licence from the opposite
party. Fake websites can always be
checked. Sharing one-time
password(OTP) is never a good
idea.

Ganpathi Bhat| Akola

RAHUL GANDHI MUST INTROSPECT

Madam — Rahul Gandhi's recent
speech in Parliament was nothing short
of a disgraceful spectacle. His attempt
to lecture on Hinduism was an insult
to the intelligence of the nation. By
clumsily parroting platitudes about
Hindu philosophy, Gandhi not only dis-
played his profound disconnect from

Tragedy strikes Hathras

ore than 100 people died and several
M others were injured in a stampede at a
religious congregation in a village in
Hathras district on Tuesday, 2 July, police
said.Senior Superintendent of Police, Etah,

ground realities but also exposed his
blatant pandering for political
gain.Gandhi's speech was aimed
more at scoring political points than
offering any genuine insight or under-
standing.
His condescending tone towards
Hinduism reeked of arrogance and
ignorance, further alienating him from
the sentiments of millions of Hindus
who hold their faith in high
regard.Instead of engaging in meaning-
ful discourse on issues that truly mat-
ter to the people,
Gandhi delivered a sermon that was hol-
low, shallow, and devoid of substance.
His misguided attempt to redefine
Hinduism through a narrow political
lens was a slap in the face to the diver-
sity and richness of our cultural her-
itage.As citizens, we deserve leaders who
respect and uphold our values, not those
who manipulate them for their selfish
ends. It's time for Gandhi and his ilk to
introspect and understand that India
deserves leaders who inspire unity, not
division.

Sandeep Sharma |Bengaluru

Rajesh Kumar Singh said the incident occurred
ata'satsang’ in Pulrai village.The people had
gathered large numbers for the event.The
stampede occurred due to overcrowding,
Sikandara Rao police station SHO Ashish
Kumar said.Victims, dead or unconscious,
were brought to the Sikandara Rao Trauma
Centre in trucks and other vehicles.
The bodies were laid outside the health cen-
tre as people milled around them.One video
clip showed a woman crying, sitting among
five or six bodies in a truck. Another picture
showed a man and a woman lying lifeless in
another vehicle. Eyewitness Shakuntala Devi
said that the stampede took place while peo-
ple were leaving the venue at the end of the
'satsang’. With this the tragedy struck at the
Hathras.

Bhagwan Thadani |Mumbai

CONCERNS ON NEW CRIMINAL LAWS
Madam — The editorial on the three
new criminal laws(2-7-24) is welcome.
In the name of extending justice, the
government has hurried through at
every stage keeping all democratic
norms aside. The Bills were introduced
after suspending around 140 opposition
members in the parliament and were
passed with the least discussion. Such
an important Bill should have been
placed before the public for widespread
discussions and debates and the oppo-
sition members who are also elected by
the people should have been involved
in the process, besides consulting the
luminaries in the field.
Nothing is done. How such a law is
going to ensure justice? Moreover, it
may take quite a long time for all those
in the legal field to get themselves famil-
iarised with the new versions. It looks
to be a case of smashing a mountain to
catch a small rat.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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Tragedy in Hathras

he tragic stampede in Hathras, Uttar Pradesh, which

claimed lives of more than 120 people, predominan-

tly women, is a sombre reminder of the critical imp-
ortance of crowd management and public safety at large
gatherings. This incident, occurring at a religious event
hosted by self-styled preacher Narayan Sarkar Hari,
known as Bhole Baba, underscores several systemic issues
that need urgent attention to prevent such disasters in
the future. First, there was blatant disregard for safety
regulations and permissible limits on the number of
attendees at public events. Reports indicate that the gath-
ering far exceeded the venue’s capacity, creating a highly
dangerous situation. This over-capacity, coupled with a
lack of adequate crowd control measures, set the stage
for chaos. The administration's failure to enforce these
limits and ensure proper arrangements is a glaring lapse
in duty. Effective crowd management requires meticu-
lous planning, including designated entry and exit points,
clear signage, and trained personnel to manage the flow of
people and respond to emergencies. Moreover, the tragic
outcome highlights the need for stringent protocols and
accountability. In this case, the local administration and
event organisers must be held accountable for their neg-
ligence. It is imperative that investigations not only
determine the immediate causes of the stampede but also
identify the lapses in planning and execution. The find-
ings should lead to actionable recommendations and the
establishment of stringent guidelines for future events.
Such measures are vital to ensure that the safety of atten-
dees is never compromised for the sake of convenience or
expedience.

Additionally, the role of religious and spiritual lead-
ers in organising mass gatherings must be scrutinised.
‘While such events play a significant role in the social and
spiritual lives of many, the responsibility for ensuring the
safety and well-being of participants cannot be overstated.
Religious leaders must work closely with local authorities
to adhere to safety regulations and ensure that adequate
infrastructure is in place to handle large crowds. This col-
laboration is crucial in mitigating risks and preventing
tragedies. The government’s response to the incident, incl-
uding the announcement of compensation for the vict-
ims’ families and a promise of a thorough investigation, is
a step in the right direction. However, financial
compensation alone cannot address the underlying issues.
The investigation must be swift, transparent, and result in
concrete policy changes. The formation of an investigative
committee, as announced, should not be a mere formality
but a rigorous process aimed at uncovering the truth and
preventing recurrence. Public awareness and education
also play a crucial role. Attendees at such events should be
informed about safety measures and protocols to follow in
case of emergencies. Building a culture of safety and
preparedness among the public can significantly reduce
the impact of such incidents. Best practices in crowd
management must be followed ~ the Tirumala temple is
worthy of emulation ~ to ensure that the enthusiasm
evoked by religiosity does not lead to hysteria. The Hathras
stampede is an event that highlights critical failures in
crowd management and public safety. Such tragedies must
not recur.

Unity's Challenge

he formation of South Africa’s new unity government

under President Cyril Ramaphosa has ushered in a

wave of cautious optimism. With the inclusion of Mr
John Steenhuisen from the Democratic Alliance (DA) and
of other opposition parties, the government aims to re-
juvenate economic and social landscape. This unpreced-
ented coalition, formed out of necessity after the African
National Congress (ANC) failed to secure a majority in the
May 29 election, has been met with mixed reactions, high-
lighting both potential and pitfalls. The decision to bring the
DA, known for its centre-right, pro-business stance, into the
fold could be a game-changer for South Africa’s economy.
The inclusion of key ministries such as agriculture, public
works, environment, and basic education under the DA’s
leddership is seen by many as a step toward much-needed
economic reform. Business leaders have expressed their
readiness to collaborate with the new ac hoping

Post the pull-out from Afghanistan the strategic stakes that allowed Pakistanis to
have a 'blank cheque' or remain 'unanswerable' for their misconduct, have diminished
considerably. For once, the Pakistanis need the United States more desperately than
the other way round given the dire economic mess they are in. The United States is
now in a position to extract some semblance of accountability, commitments, and
corrections from Pakistan

here is a proven dodgi-

ness when it comes to

security matters with

Pakistan. Be it the un-
derlying intent, policies, misuse
of weaponry, or even matters
pertaining to the infamous
nuclear proliferation saga ~
Islamabad has routinely covered
itself with ignominy. But Pak-
istan was able to continue with
its duplicitous machinations be-
cause it invariably served the
‘larger interests’ of the topical
global powers that be.

These included traditional
ally the United States of America
(which conveniently looked the
other way during the genocide
0f 1971 or during the dark 1980s
with the ‘Charlie Wilson’ affairs
in Afghanistan); affluent Arab
countries (under the garb of be-
ing ‘brother Muslim countries’);
China (which invested in its
patent ‘military-industrial com-
plexes’ with its CPEC impera-
tives), and even roguish nations
like North Korea and Libya (with
the shady Dr AK Khan nuclear
side deals etc.).

It took an unrestrained
Donald Trump to call out the
bluff of Pakistani ways when he
slammed the broken promises
and misuse of ‘aid’ by tweeting,
“The United States has foolishly
given Pakistan more than 33 bil-
lion dollars in aid over the last
15 years, and they have given us
nothing but lies & deceit, think-
ing of our leaders as fools”.

While there was an uproar
in Pakistan over the embarrass-
ing fact, the United States soon
continued its own equation with
Pakistan (despite temporary hic-
cups), as it needed Pakistani sup-
port in Afghanistan, amongst
other geopolitical considerations.
However, post the pull-out

for policies that foster growth and stability. However, this
optimism is tempered by slgmﬁcam concerns. The expand-

from the strategic
stakes that allowed Pakistanis to
have a ‘blank cheque’ or remain

ed cabinet, now larger to acc ition 3
has raised eyebrows. Critics argue that i muedsmg the num-
ber of deputy ministers to 43 is an unnecessary burden on
the state’s resources and contradicts previous calls by the
DA itself for a leaner government. This expansion could
dilute the efficiency of governance, making it harder to
achieve the intended reforms. Moreover, the merit of these
appointments has been questioned. The Federation of
Unions of South Africa (FEDUSA) and other observers say
that political considerations seem to have overshadowed
the need for technical expertise. In an economy struggling to
recover from a decade-long slump, appointing leaders based
on political allegiance rather than their ability to address the
nation’s urgent needs is a risky gamble. The absence of out-
side experts in key portfolios could hinder the coalition’s
ability to implement effective policies and drive meaningful
change. The new government's success will largely depend
on its ability to balance political interests with the nation’s
economic imperatives. While the inclusion of the DA has
been welcomed by the business community, the coalition
must not squander this goodwill. Swift and decisive action is
needed to tackle issues such as unemployment, poverty, and
inequality. Ensuring that meritocracy guides appointments
and policy decisions will be crucial in maintaining credibili-
ty and public trust. In this delicate balancing act, President
Ramaphosa and his cabinet face a formidable challenge.
They must navigate the complex dynamics of coalition poli-
tics while delivering on their promises of revival and
progress. Failure to do so could deepen public disillusion-
ment and exacerbate existing socio-economic divides. As
South Africa stands at this crossroads, the new unity gov-
ernment has an opportunity to chart a course toward a
brighter future. By prioritising expertise and efficiency, and
fostering genuine collaboration across political lines, it can
harness the potential of the coalition to drive the country
forward. The coming months will be critical in determining
whether this government can rise to the occasion and deliv-
er the change that South Africans desperately need.

able’ for their mis-
conduct, have diminished con-
siderably. For once, the Pakista-
nis need the United States more
desperately than the other way

round given the dire economic
mess they are in. The United
States is now in a position to
extract some semblance of
accountability, commitments,
and corrections from Pakistan.

Today, serendipitously, the
interests of the United States,
China, Arab countries and inter-
national multilateral agencies
(and even India) converge, in
hoping that Pakistan is able to
renege from its duplicitous past
dalliances with
religious extrem-
ism and terror
with its latest com-
mitment i.e. Oper-
ation Azm-i-Iste-
hkam.

Itis not a new
militaristic opera-
tion given the mu-
Ititude that Pak-
istan has already
undertaken (with-
out substantial
success), as it has
always played a
double game with
terror.

In the 1980s,
during the Afghan mujahedin
days, it diverted a lot of US-
Saudi ‘aid’ for non-Afghan pur-
poses (including towards India).
In the 90s it harbored proxies in
the Kashmir Valley e.g., the
Hizbul Mujahideen faction, and
in Afghan swathes, e.g. the war-
lord Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and
of course, the Taliban.

In the subsequent US-led
‘War on Terror’, it patronized
the Haqqani faction to the dis-
comfiture of Washington. Mis-
using religion and patronising
the terror industry has always
been too tempting for Pakistan
to resist, whatever be the pub-
licly stated position.

But perhaps for the first
time, it has a real sense ~ and
filled body-bags ~ to know for a
fact that it has overplayed the
religion card, and that terrorism
and extremism are its natural
by-products. Islamabad can no
longer laser-guide terror towards
Afghanistan, India, or Iran.

The wrier i Lt Gon St

Extremism and terror even-
tually backfire, as playing out
with the Pakistani military’s
unprecedented number of fatal-
ities. So, to that limited extent,
perhaps the fight against terror
by the Pakistani state was never
so persuasively and startlingly
poised. It could be the first time
that it truly seeks international
help to cleanse itself of religious
extremism and terror, the murky
past history notwithstanding.

Traditionally,
Pakistan had sour-
ced advanced
weaponry like the
F-16 fighters from
the United States,
ostensibly towards
fighting ‘terror-
ism’, even though
it was the worst
kept secret that it
was for India-cen-
tric  posturing
(nuclear weapon
carrier capability)
and deployment.

Many of the
armaments that
were CIA secured
towards fighting the Sov-
iets/Russians in the 80s, found
their way to the hands of terror-
ists in the Kashmir valley.

Even as late as 2022, the
Biden administration decided to
upgrade the F-16 fleet with the
implausible insistence of their
exclusive use towards fighting
along the Durand Line ~ unsur-
prisingly, this aircraft was used
in the recent aerial skirmish with
India, violating the terms of
sale/refurbishment by the Unit-
ed States.

However, the recent
request for small arms by Pak-
istan has to be seen in the
context of its historical and less-
than-reliable commitment
towards agreed usages and the
fact that for once, the Pakistani
military is truly under pressure
to fight terrorism.

Islamabad cannot escape
the fate of sniggers from Delhi
that it is crying wolf yet again, as
they have earned the notoriety
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‘Work together

SIR, Kalyani Shankar’s insightful
and thought-provoking article

“Can we expect discourse with-
out acnmuny7 negates the possi-

of consistent misuse and unde-
pendability.

However, what is sought
this time towards Operation
Azm-i-Istehkam is sophisticat-
ed small arms and communica-
tion equipment which can only
be used for restrictive (anti-ter-
ror operations?) combat and
does not threaten the Indo-Pak
balance of power, dramatically.

The plea to seek strategic
‘investment’ by the United
States also has the additional
element of potentially weaning
Pakistan away from the exclu-
sive clutches of the expansion-
ist Chinese, which comes with
its own pitfalls.

The Americans could peg
some conditions to the ‘aid’
wherein an element of push-
back to the Chinese footprint is
inherent.

If such a pegged deal does
come about, not only does it
tantamount to tackling religious
extremism in favour of India,
but if the same does entail less-
ened Chinese presence, that too
would be welcomed by Delhi.

The half-sincere past of the
United States in the region
notwithstanding, there is almost
a consensus on tackling reli-

ious in
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Viet Nam needs to
develop domestic
medicinal resources
to reduce reliance
on imports: expert

ecently, the healthcare sector
has faced difficulties with the
bidding process, drug supply,
as well as the procurement of
medical supplies and equipment.
Shortages of medicines have also oc-
curred in the traditional medicine sec-
tor, causes mainly related to the bid-
ding and procurement processes.

Specifically when hospitals organ-
ise bidding for traditional medicinal
herbs, the prices are mostly lower than
the market prices, so almost no suppli-
ers or businesses in the medicinal mat-
erials participated in it. This is because
the prices of medicinal materials
depend on planting, caring and yield
of medicinal plants, so if there is a crop
failure, the prices will be higher and
vice versa.

The current issue is that the bid
prices for medicinal materials approv-
ed at public healthcare facilities are
much lower than the market prices.
When the bid prices are lower, the sup-
pliers do not participate because they
cannot sell the medicinal materials at a
loss. Meanwhile, the prices of traditio-
nal medicines have increased with the
general price inflation in the market.
Additionally, as the quality of medici-
nal materials and the quality of med-
ical examination and treatment have
increased, the prices should also be
higher. In principle, traditional medi-
cine can use interchangeable medici-
nal herbs. For example, in the group of
blood-tonifying herbs, there will be

Viét N

seven or eight types.

Therefore, when one of these
herbs is in short supply, the doctor can
prescribe a different herb as a substi-
tute. The doctor can be flexible in this
way without affecting the herbal for-
mula used to treat the illness.

Many herbs, however, are irrep-
laceable so they still have to be import-
ed. Meanwhile, there are certain regu-
lations for foreign traders exporting to
Viet Nam; many countries in the world,
including China, still have their own
standards that are not compatible with
the regulations. The Department of
Traditional Medicine has advised the
Ministry of Health to submit to the
Government a proposal to amend the
decree regulating this issue so that it
is in line with the common standards
of other countries. The department has
also been proactive in implementing
the directives of the Ministry of Health
to advise and has issued many docu-
ments such as Circular 38, Circular 39
regulating the quality of medicinal
herbs, or Circular 32 on regulations for

ing and i

the global terror nurseries with-
in Pakistan) that binds Washing-
ton DC, Beijing, and Delhi.
Only from this circumstan-
tial perspective and lay of the
land, Delhi ought not to get
overly worked up on the thaw
and limited ‘aid’ (in terms of
small arms et al) by the Ameri-
cans. It is a calculated risk and
consequential leap of faith that
India must take in encouragmg

The department is urgently revis-
ing circulars related to the reimburse-
ment of traditional medicines. Essen-
tially, the legal normative documents
do not have any problems. Amendm-
ents have also been made, closely fol-
lowing directives of the Government,
so the supply of medicinal herbs and
traditional medicines to hospitals has
begun to stabilise. The Department of
Traditional Medicine and the hospitals
have begun (o bid for various types of

both Operation
am, as also the return of the
United States in the internal
affairs of Pakistan.

In any case, the future
stakes and pivots that India
affords the United States will
remain unmatched (vis-a-vis
Pakistan) and if peace and de-
radicalisation does return to
Pakistan, India could only wel-
come the same.

with the reserve

of medicines, so they have partially

ensured the supply of medicines for

patients. In addition to focusing on

revising regulations on the bidding and
£ traditi 8

o
at healthcare facilities, as well as regu-
lations on the export and import of
medicinal materials, we need to focus
on local supply, investing in the culti-
vation of medicinal plants at home and
quality of medicinal materials.

price rise, and food inflation.
Recognising the new political
reality, both the government and
the Opposition should rise above
petty politicking and observe
constraints of political morality
and ethics to restore the high

bility of
between the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment and the Congress-domi-
nated INDIA alliance amidst the
changed dynamics in the Lower
House post the recent parliamen-
tary electoral results.

The saffron party’s diminish-
ed mandate has no sobering effe-
cton its approach in dealing with
a resurgent Opposition. Despite
PM Modi’s stress on parliamen-
tary cohesion in running the
country and the LoP Rahul Gand-
hi’s positive response, the open-
ing session of the 18th Lok Sabha
started on a discordant note.

It was glaringly marked by
the shadow of their strained rela-
tionship over the election of the
Speaker, allegations of paper
leaks in NEET-UG and UGC-NET
examinations, appointment of
the Pro-tem Speaker, repeated
critical references to the Emer-
gency, the recent railway accident
in West Bengal, unemployment,

of polity. For that, the
ruling elite should shed arro-
gance, antagonism, arbitrariness
and character assassination,
refrain from stifling dissenting
voices and make room for com-
promises and adjustments to
ensure that parliamentary pro-
ceedings are conducted peaceful-
ly and constructively. While pro-
viding necessary checks and bal-
ances on the government, the
Opposition should also maintain
the decorum, dignity and sanctity
of the august House and develop
a culture of constructive, princi-
pled and sensible criticism. A
spirit of bonhomie and coopera-
tion between the Opposition and
the Treasury benches can build a
consensus over crucial national
issues such as the CCA, the NRC,
Manipur violence and the Agni-
path scheme, and strengthen our
democratic set-up.

Yours, etc., DS Kang,

Hoshiarpur, 1 July.

PROTECT THE PEOPLE

SIR, Going by your newspaper reports today, I am shocked to find that my native state, West Bengal, is
bleeding through a thousand cuts but no effort is being made to heal the wounds either by the ruling
party or by the opposition. What can be more heartbreaking than the reports, “Shooting at Nimta”,

“Clash over illegal house case in Howrah”,

in Cooch Bihar” and last but not the least “Chopra Incident”.
Where are we heading? We have an elected government both at the Centre and at the state.
What are these governments doing to arrest the politics of violence, rape and murder in this state? Why
are criminals and anti-socials becoming so active in this state? Are these mafias and hoodlums getting
political protection? All the incidents reported in your esteemed daily clearly point to protection
from politicians. The most dreadful incident is that which occurred in Chopra where a woman alleged
to have had an extra marital affair was beaten up ruthlessly with her male accomplice in broad day-
light. Is West Bengal under Taliban or ISIS? What was the police doing? What is the use of keeping
police officers at Islampur Police Station with taxpayers’ money? Why should these officers not be put
behind bars for criminal negligence? If the sufferings of oppressed ordinary citizens are not taken cog-
nizance of by the administration and human rights continue to get violated in this way, the day is not
far when ordinary people will unite to fight against these hoodlums. My sincere appeal to the law
enforcement authority is to uphold the fundamental rights of citizens.
Yours, etc., Purushottam Chatterjee, Kolkata, 1 July.

LONELY LIVES

SIR, This refers to the write-up,
“Being Lonely” by Manish Nandy,
published in today’s edition of
The Statesman. This piece written
by Mr Nandy is a reflection of the
larger picture that is present acr-
0ss our nation. I know many eld-
erly couples who are helplessly
stuck in this painful situation
where they have to lead a lonely

epaperthestatesman.cam

“Police records BJP woman activist’s statement after 5 days

life, without their children stay-
ing with them. I have spoken to
most of them and realise how dif-
ficult it is for them to pass each
day with such heavy hearts. Yes,
many amongst them are finan-
cially supported by their children,
but the isolation and agony of
solitude at their age grows by the
day. This wasn't the case decades
ago, when two generations used
to live together and helped each

|

other happily. Nowadays, most
amongst the newer generation
harbour the dream of travelling
and settling abroad for better
financial prospects and success-
fully achieve that as well. But then
everything changes back home
for their parents. Mr Nandy is so
very apt in stating that “loneliness

kills - in more ways than one”.
Yours, etc., Anupam Neogi,
Kolkata, 1 July.




