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On the right path
Elections will address the vearning for
substantive democracy in J&K

ith the Election Commission of India
w (ECD) announcing the dates for elec-

tions in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) -
in three phases between September 18 and Oc-
tober 1-a major Jacuna in the conduct of democ-
racy in the province has been addressed. The ab-
sence of an elected and functioning State
legislature, along with the abrogation of special
status and the bifurcation of the erstwhile State,
followed by J&K’s diminution into a Union Terri-
tory (UT) had resulted in significant despondency
and alienation among the people. The absence of
a legislature to express concerns and the muz-
zling of dissent by arresting students, journalists,
lawyers among other civil society representatives
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
and the Public Safety Act have been recipes for
furthering the alienation. In its judgment that
upheld the abrogation of special status —a flawed
one — the Supreme Court had also ordered that
elections to the Legislative Assembly had to be
held by September 30, 2024, besides expressing
its opinion on the need to restore statehood as
soon as possible. The ECI has done well to heed
the first directive. The absence of an elected legis-
lature has meant that the people have lacked a
voice to articulate their concerns even as they
have yearned for their rights of electoral partici-
pation. This is evident in the participation levels
in the local body and parliamentary elections
since 2019 — the numbers were much higher than
in earlier elections, especially in the Valley.

In the last-held Assembly elections nearly a de-
cade ago, the mandate was split on communal
lines with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) win-
ning nearly all of the seats that it contested in
Jammu, and the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),
the National Conference (NC) and the Congress
winning most of the seats in the Valley. Much wa-
ter has flowed down the Jhelum after the forma-
tion of the coalition government between the
PDP and the BJP, an unnatural alliance that was
doomed to fail. The NC and Congress had fought
the 2024 general election as part of the INDIA
bloc and there is the likelihood of an alliance bet-
ween these parties and smaller ones in these
elections. The need for like-minded parties, that
agree on changing the status quo in the UT by
bringing back statehood and promoting secular
governance, to come together, is promising not
only for electoral tactical purposes. It is an imper-
ative in order to ensure that the discourse in the
province, which has been beset with fresh waves
of terrorism in Jammu and south Kashmir, is not
communalised. An election that is contested on
civic issues and rights discourses, rather than on
communal lines, would help bring back peace to
India’s northernmost province.
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Regressive move
Reducing work hours of women is not
the way to ensure their safety
T he last thing that a rape and murder need

are platitudes, and a predictably tire-

some one is being peddled after the bru-
tal killing of a woman doctor on duty at Kolkata’s
R.G. Kar Hospital on August 9. One of the guide-
lines issued by the West Bengal government calls
for minimising night duty for women. How will
this dictum — “wherever possible, night duty
may be aveided for women to the extent possi-
ble” — secure safety at the workplace? This re-
gressive move will only end up removing women
from the workforce, instead of ensuring a stop to
violence. With the labour force participation rate
for urban women in India, ages 15 and above,
pegged at an abysmal 25.2% in Apriljune 2024,
according to the Periodic Labour Force Survey’s
quarterly bulletin, the governments at the Centre
and States must ensure that women, employed as
health-care professionals, gig and factory work-
ers, call centre staff, auto drivers, hotel duties
and journalists, are able to work safely, anywh-
ere, and at anytime. Reducing their time at work
will only lead to women losing jobs and their fi-
nancial i The other gui as
part of the programme called ‘Rattirer Shaathi
(helpers of the night)’, include the call for sepa-
rate rest rooms and toilets for women, creating
safe zones with CCTVs, and a special mobile
phone app — measures which should have been
already in place.

The Supreme Court, taking suo motu cogni-
sance of the Kolkata case, in its hearing on Tues-
day announced a national task force to look into
the safety of doctors and medical professionals.
Gender violence should be a matter of serious
concern in every sphere, not least the informal
sector, where women are employed in large num-
bers. The sweeping changes brought into the sys-
tem after the 2012 Delhi rape, such as harsher
laws and stringent punishment, have not been
enough. The National Crime Records Bureau’s
(NCRB) annual report of 2022, the latest one
available, shows that 4.45 lakh cases of crimes
against women were registered, which is equiva-
lent to nearly 51 FIRs every hour. Protocols can-
not be just on paper, the ChiefJustice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud said. In 2017, when the Court was
confirming the death penalty of four men, who
were accused in the 2012 Delhi rape, Justice R.
Banumathi had said that apart from effective im-
plementation of laws, a change in the mindset of
the society at large and creating awareness in the
public on gender justice would go a long way to
combat violence against women. Campaigns led
by women after the R.G. Kar rape, to “reclaim the
night” in Kolkata and other parts of the country,
should serve as wake-up calls to governments,
and society, to do it right by women.
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A ground plan for sustainable mass employment

he big Budget announcement of five

major employment-related schemes

sounds impressive. The schemes are to

have an ambitious 22 lakh crore outlay
spread over five years to facilitate jobs and skilling
and other opportunities for 4.1 crore youth. The
Economic Survey has made a strong case for
employment, goading the private sector to create
jobs, the reasons being lower taxes since 2019
and higher profits post the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Prime Minister’s package for employment
must be seen along with other initiatives for
human well-being.

Any evidence-based road map for sustainable
mass employment with dignity must begin by
recognising the race to the bottom on wages,
when unlimited unskilled workers are available.
Let us not forget that the Periodic Labour Force
Survey 201920 had found that a wage earner is in
the top 10% if he/she earns 25,000 a month.
Short-duration skill programmes have had low
long-term placements. This is often on account of
wage being low for a life of dignity in urban areas.
Many went back to their villages to do something
else.

Evidence also points to the continuum of
education and skills. Monthly per capita
consumption is the highest in States such as
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Goa and
Sikkim. These States have better human
development indicators as well. Odisha, in spite
of pushing short duration skilling, has a low per
capita consumption in the absence of robust
higher secondary/higher/vocational opportunities
in institutions.

Mass employment with dignity requires
productivity increases. While it is fine for the
Economic Survey to urge the private sector to
create jobs, it must be understood that the state
also has a role in determining the floor rate of
wages and in assuring high quality public goods.
There is enough evidence that public
employment per unit of population in India is
much lower than what it is in most of the
developed world. What should the key policy
initiatives in creating sustainable mass
employment with dignity be?

Skilling needs
First, begin from below through decentralised
community action, to identify skilling needs.
Ownership by a community of State programmes
only comes through direct community action.
‘The gram sabha or basti samitis in urban areas
can play a critical role in taking government
programmes to the people. The steps can be as
follows: Create a register of all those wanting
employment/self-employment. Create a plan for
every youth in partnership with professionals at
the cluster level. Well-educated professionals are
needed on fixed-term appointment at the local
government level, to ensure evidence-based
outcomes. Make it the basis for finding skill
providers and employers. Let apprenticeships too
base themselves on such a community connect.
‘The result will be transformational. Let us begin
from below.

Second, converge initiatives for education,
health, skills, nutrition, livelihoods, and
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for
employment
with dignity

employment (at the local government level) with
women’s collectives. This will ensure community
accountability, with untied funds, functions and
functionaries for effective quality outcomes.
Employment does not improve in isolation. All
human development indicators achieve better
when they devolve and converge. Untied funds
are transformational as communities make
effective choices. India’s failures in public goods
(education, health, nutrition, environment, and
sanitation) can improve through such an
approach. We need to put in more money in
these sectors, through decentralised community
action.

Education and employability

Third, introduce need-based vocational
courses/certificate programmes alongside
undergraduate programmes (B.A., B.Sc., B. Com.)
in every college. This has been done in the past. It
needs to be made compulsory in every college.
Give them the resources to experiment. For
example, there are some colleges in Mumbai that
provide certificate courses (with graduation) such
as tourist guide, counsellor, and so on. This will
greatly improve employability on scale. Make

Fourth, standardise nursing and allied
health-care professional courses in all States
according to international benchmarks. Nurses,
geriatric care-givers, and health paramedics are
required on scale in and outside India. The
biggest problem is the uneven quality of
institutions and the absence of a standardised
course curriculum and duration. We need to
standardise these skill sets to international
standards.

Fifth, create community cadres of care-givers
to run créches universally so that women can
work without fear. We have a four- to six-hour
anganwadi service but the number of infants is
more than what a créche care-giver can manage.
‘We need to create a community cadre of créche
care-givers, who can be paid by the local
governments/women’s collective after intensive
training. The Community Resource Persons of
the Rural Livelihood Mission is a good model to
follow. Community cadres can have multiple
livelihoods in agriculture, animal rearing,
non-farm opportunities, and retail shops.

Sixth, invest in Industrial Training Institutes
(IT1), polytechnics as hubs in skill development
for feeder schools. The absence of quality and
up-to-date infrastructure in many [Tls,
polytechnics, and Rural Self Employment
Training Institutes (RSETIS) is a very critical gap
in an age of upskilling and re-skilling. Institutions
have to be autonomous and community
managed. These technical institutions can also
work as a hub for feeder schools. Schools must
develop an equi framework for i
and vocational inputs in terms of credits and
hours. The focus should be on States/districts
with the least institutional structure for
vocational education. Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra have large capacity that has helped
‘manufacturing in those States. Human capital
matters.

Seventh, introduce enterprise and start-up

skills through professionals in high schools.
Schools need to introduce technology and
enterprise as a subject at the upper primary/high
school-level onwards. It is important that
experimentation and innovation with an
understanding of business processes are a part of
the regular school curriculum. Visits by
professionals to schools can impart finishing skills
to students; employment/enterprise follows.

Eighth, have a co-sharing model of
apprenticeships with industry on scale. This is
critical as far as manufacturing sector
opportunities or even the services sector is
concerned. Skilling costs must be shared with
potential employers as standalone
government-funded skilling is not always the best
way forward. Unless industry has a stake in the
apprenticeship, it does not work.

Capital loans and enterprises
Ninth, streamline working capital loans for

led enterprises/firsi i
enterprises to enable them to go to scale. The
lessons from the lakhpati didis of the Rural
Livelihoods Mission bring out the challenges in
getting working capital loans. While efforts to
create comprehensive credit histories of every
woman borrower is underway, technology can be
a great enabler in going to scale. The Reserve
Bank Innovation Hub and the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission are trying to come up with
innovations that give confidence to banks to lend
on a higher scale. The success of the Start Up
Village Enterprise Programme (SVEP) under the
NRLM brings out the importance of hand
holding, Community Enterprise Fund, and
end-to-end solutions for first generation
entrepreneurs.

Tenth, start a universal skill accreditation
programme for skill providing institutions, and let
the state and industry jointly sponsor candidates
for courses. Skill providers can be accredited
after a rigorous assessment process. Candidates
can be co-sponsored by the state and employers.

Eleventh, use 70% funds under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) in 2,500 water-scarce blocks and
blocks with high deprivation, with a thrust on the
poorest 20 families. Individual beneficiary
schemes under MGNREGA allow for livelihood
security through income-generating initiatives
such as animal sheds, irrigation wells, work
sheds, and so on. Focus on skills for higher
productivity of MGNREGA wage earners. Better
wage rates will facilitate lives of dignity on scale,
in very poor regions.

Twelfth, apprenticeships on scale can facilitate
the absorption of youth in a workplace. The scale
must go up. The focus must be on skill acquisition
or else it can get routinised with a stipend being
provided, merely as an incentive. The
government’s condition for employer subsidies in
any form must always be for wages of dignity on
successful completion of apprenticeship. Let us
create a higher order economy, with higher
productivity and a higher quality of lives for
workmen.

The views expressed are personal

West Asia crisis spells tough choices for China, Russia

of Hamas's Politburo and the group’s

negotiator, in central Tehran, in July, has
pushed Israel and Iran to the brink of a full-scale
war. The region is bracing for an Iranian response
that is expected to be more violent than the
exchange between the two foes in April.
However, amidst these heightened tensions,
Iran’s closest partners, Russia and China, have
maintained a curious level of distance and
ambiguity.

‘The war in Gaza is a regional flashpoint and
has been so for decades. But, in 2024, it has also
been subsumed into a larger big-power
competition between the United States and its
western partners on the one side, and a China-led
grouping on the other, which, loosely, includes
Russia, Iran, and North Korea. Iran has played a
central role in this construct, from providing
military technical capacity to Moscow in the form
of drones for its frontline against Ukraine, and
cheap oil for Beijing, which it has used to top-up
its strategic reserves.

T he assassination of Ismail Haniyeh, chief

The ‘influence architecture’

But both Russia and China have individualistic
aims that often diverge from each other. Tehran
getting bogged down by a conventional conflict
across the region will mean that its capacities will
also need bolstering — a demand that may land
up on the doorsteps of both Moscow and Beijing.
‘While the two powers have a common aim of
undermining, and even dispelling, the U.S.s hold
on West Asian security, they have also

indivi built their own

architectures which operate less as a collective,
and more at an individual level.

China has been more active diplomatically,
from playing a mediator’s role in the
normalisation of ties between Saudi Arabia and
Iran in March 2023, to, more recently, hosting a

Kabir Taneja
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group of Palestinian factions, including Hamas
and Fatah, both of whom have been at
loggerheads with each other since 2006. Beijing
has remained steadfast and consistent in its
support for the Palestinian cause, which it sees
from two strategic lenses. First, that of an
injustice perpetuated by western colonisation,
and second, a general support for Arab positions.
In the Chinese press for example, one outlet
‘highlighted Haniyeh as a “pacifist”.

For Russia, the scenario is very different
Moscow has been militarily embroiled in the
Syrian conflict since 2015 when the Arab state’s
embattled leader, Bashar al-Assad, requested
‘military support to ward off the threat pased by
the so-called Islamic State. Since then, Moscow
has maintained permanent bases around Latakia
provinee, which also provide it critical access to
the Mediterranean. Along with Russia, Iran also
stepped in to safeguard the Assad regime, and in
return strengthened a web of proxies across the
country to secure its own strategic aims.

The issue of Iran’s nuclearisation

Despite the convergences mentioned above,
there remains one area where China and Russia
together continue to align with their western foes
— that of a potential nuclearisation of Iran. This
concern is more heightened today than it has
ever been, as Iran is viewed as a threshold
nuclear state, i.e., being very close to attaining
‘weapons capability. The recent successful
election of Masoud Pezeshkian, a now tempered
moderate President, and his selection of some
reformists including familiar names such as
Abbas Araghchi as Foreign Minister, may raise
hope in the P5+1 capitals that nuclear negotiations
could be brought back to life. While this would
depend on multiple factors, including the
outcome of the U.S. presidential elections in
November, access to familiar faces is being seen

as a rare upside in an otherwise dire overall
scenario. In her analysis prior to the Iranian polls,
scholar Yun Sun at the Washington-based
Stimson Center had said that China would like an
Iranian leader who maintains the country’s
anti-West and anti-U.S. position, but perhaps not
one that prioritises crossing the proverbial
red-line and attaining nuclear weapons.

Regional realities

The Russians, by most accounts, are already
more ingrained and aggressive in tactically
undermining western power compared to a still
risk-averse Beijing. While, strategically, Moscow
has managed well with the Global South in
maintaining a workable position regarding
Ukraine, its intelligence and military apparatus
has mobilised in areas such as western Africa to
challenge a long-standing American and
European presence. [n West Asia, recent reports
have suggested a Russian intelligence presence in
Yemen, to help the Houthis as they disrupt global
trade traversing through the Red Sea where even
India had to deploy a significant naval presence
to protect its ships. These are the regional
realities as to why the U.S. remains adamant in
preserving its small deployments on the ground
in Syria and Irag. An exit now would look like
ceding one of its final bastions of power
projection in the region.

For the chacs mentioned above to continue to
deliver for China and Russia, it would be
important for Iran not to get embroiled in a
traditional war with Israel. However, it may well
be difficult for Tehran not to respond to Haniyeh’s
killing. This is not only because it would make it
look weak, but also because those proxies
fighting on its behalf for years, including the likes
of Hezbollah in Lebanon, are going to demand
that the Iranian leadership perform a strong
response,
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Malayalam filmdom

The present state of the
Malayalam film industry is
reminiscent of Charles
Dickens’ lines in his A Tale
of Two Cities: “It was the
best of times, it was the
worst of times.

share of the recently

industry has done itself
proud by garnering a lion’s

announced national film
awards. Yet, the publication
of the K. Hema committee
report on the issues faced

" The by women in the Malayalam

film industry shows the
sorry state of things. The
damning report is an
eye-opener for inarguably
the best film pool in India in
terms of talent. The
industry should take
immediate collective action

and do away with the rotten
apples if it is to retain it
top notch status.
Sharada Sivaram,
Ernakulam, Kerala

J&K Assembly election
The announcement of dates

for the Assembly polls in

its Jammu and Kashmir marks
a significant step forward in
fulfilling the democratic
aspirations of people in
these two regions. Voter
turnout in the 2024 general
election was a signal that

people are for change and
prefer the ballot over the
bullet. The Union
government must pay heed
to the legitimate aspirations
of the people.

M. Jeyaram,

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu
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Creating employment in the long run

ne key flaw with the
annual Budget process
is that the Finance
Minister gets a
platform to make grand
announcements, which trigger
banner headlines. The next year,
more announcements are made,
triggering more mega headlines.
No one bothers to hold the
Finance Minister accountable by
checking whether the previous
year’s headline scheme was
implemented successfully.

Promises of employment

For a few years, the current
Finance Minister used to
announce huge disinvestment
targets, the proceeds of which
would lower the fiscal deficit
significantly. None of these efforts
saw the light of day (except when
one government entity bought a
stake in another). This time,
disinvestment declarations were
displaced by announcements on
employment. While the belated
acknowledgement of the jobs
crisis is welcome, unfortunately,
these too are designed to remain
unfulfilled. A month after the
announcements, there seems to
be no substantial progress.

The Finance Minister
announced a five scheme package
to address the unemployment
crisis. Borrowing ideas from the
Congress’s manifestos, the
government said it aimed to
incentivise corporates to take on 1
crore interns over the next five
years. The design of this scheme
males it a non-starter. The
internship programme is
supposed to be run by the top 500
companies. Not including micro,
small and medium enterprises,
who could use lower-cost interns,
in the ambit of the programme
defies logic. The scale announced
works out to each company, on
average, taking on 4,000 interns
every year. Most companies do not
have more than 4,000 permanent
employees on their rolls. With
Artificial Intelligence tools making
more positions redundant, why
will companies double or triple
their workforce in the short run? A

M.V. Rajeev
Gowda

Former MP who
heads the Congress's
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Akash Satyawali

Natienal Coordinator
of the Congress

Instead of
nudges, the
government
should have
relied on a

day later, the Finance Minister
clarified that the scheme was not
mandatory and merely a nudge.
The Congress’s Right to
Apprenticeship proposal was
planned to be open to all
companies. Its foundation
involved the operationalisation of
an Apprenticeship Act that meets
the needs of job seekers and
employers. It recognised that
when youth get an opportunity to
learn and train on the jobin a
nurturing environment, their
capabilities would be transformed.
That would help them to
overcome the deficiencies in their
education and skilling. However,
none of these nuances are even
acknowledged by the government.
Employment-linked incentives
are a good idea in principle. But
the government erred in choosing
measures that are destined to fail.
As it did with the Atmanirbhar
Bharat package, the government is
principally relying on supply-side
measures to solve issues that are
predominantly driven by lack of
demand. It is promising to finance
a portion of the recruitment
expense. But if demand does not
pick up and production capacity
remains the same, which
company will risk reducing profit
margins by adding more workers?

The lack of jobs

Just before the Budget, a report by
Citigroup Inc highlighting the
persistent job crisis spooked the
government. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) promptly released data
saying about 109 million jobs were
created between 2019-20 and
2023-24. Experts have questioned
the methodological limitations of
the RBI data as it relies on
extrapolation of population data
and results from various
employment surveys. Additionally,
it fails the smell test. Claims of

compr
economic
package for a
long-term
investment plan
in essential
public services

mass

flat when we refer to the latest
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), which shows that labour
force participation rate since
2019-20 has increased by only 4%
points. A 109 million new jobs
would have led to a sharp increase

in labour force numbers.

The bulk of the job creation is
from people moving into
agriculture and self-

Governance on the back burner

The Congress government in Karnataka is busy fighting corruption charges

STATE OF PLAY

Almost 46% of the workforce is
‘employed’ in agriculture. Since
there has been no major rise in
agricultural income, the only
conclusions we can draw is that
people are working in farms
because there are no gainful jobs
available elsewhere. Further,
MGNREGA data show that in
2024-25, 24.8 lakh new persons
have been included in the job
cards. Overall, 5.8 crore people
have demanded jobs already. This
increase suggests rural distress.

The decade of “Make in India’
saw the share of manufacturing in
the workforce decline from 12.6%
in 201112 to 11.4% in 2022-23.
Industrial production in
Jjob-creating sectors like textiles,
electronics, leather, and paper
products has been negative.

The recent tragedy in Delhi,
where three students preparing
for government exams drowned,
demonstrates the pitiable
conditions students have to bear
to crack competitive exams. Lakhs
of people go through the rigour
because they feel that a job in
government is the only guarantee
of upward social mobility.

In areply in the Lok Sabha, the
Ministry of Personnel said that in
the first eight years of the BJP
government, 22 crore government
Jjob applications were received
whereas only 7.2 lakh were
provided employment. There are
nearly 30 lakh vacancies in
sanctioned posts at various levels
in the Central government. This is
where the government can step in
by ensuring timely recruitment
and curbing paper leaks.

Instead of nudges, the
government should have relied on
an economic package for a
long-term investment plan in
essential public services. A thrust
towards green jobs can have
various benefits. Addressing the
deficiency in services will have a
massive impact on the quality of
life, help generate a productive
workforce, and ereate jobs.

Nagesh Prabhu

uring the 2023 As-

sembly elections in

Karnataka, the Con-
gress relentlessly accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government of charging a 40%
commission on state con-
tracts. The campaign worked
and the party stormed back to
power. Today, the Congress is
struggling to fend off similar
charges. In the process, the
quality of governance has be-
come a casualty in the State.

Chief  Minister Siddara-
maiah and his Deputy, D.K.
Shivakumar, have sought to
project their government as
one that delivers on its pro-
mises, especially the five “gua-
rantees” assured to the people
before the elections, as well as
a corruption-free administra-
tion. But just 15 months after
being in power and even insti-
tuting judicial probes into the
alleged corruption under the
BJP regime with no tangible
outcome, Mr. Siddaramaiah
and his Cabinet colleagues
find themselves on the back
foot. They have even issued
full-page advertisements in
newspapers to counter the
combined onslaught from the
BJP and its ally, the Janata Dal
(Secular) or JD(S).

Mr. Siddaramaiah is serving
his second term as Chief Mi-
nister. He has presented a re-
cord number of Budgets (15).
He also enjoys a reputation of
having a grip on governance.
However, none of this is help-
ing him as the government
seems to be floundering on
governance.

Meanwhile, the Chief Minis-
ter has been carrying on a ti-
rade against the Centre for its
“unjust treatment” to Karna-
taka in the devolution of
funds. The reality, though, is

Do women prefer the BIP’NDA over other parties?

The data indicate that the belief that women voters have consistently and overwhelmingly favoured the BJP over the past decade is an overstatement

POINT

Sanjay Kumar
Jyoti Mishra
Vibha Attri

he role of women voters in
T Indian elections has be-
come a matter of discus-
sion and analysis over the past de-
cade. A popular narrative suggests
that the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has effectively garnered the
support of women voters. Many
credit this achievement to various
women-centric welfare schemes
launched by the Narendra Modi-
led government. Among several
policy initiatives, the Ujjwala
scheme, which provides free cook-
ing gas connections to women
from low-income households, is
considered a game-changer. In
prevailing discussions, it is be-
lieved that these schemes have sig-
nificantly improved the lives of In-
dian women, and in return, they
have started favouring the BJP/Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA)

candidates during elections.
However, the outcomes of the
2024 Lok Sabha elections present
a more complex picture. The elec-
tion results, especially the perfor-
mance of high-profile women can-
didates of the BJP, suggest that the
narrative of overwhelming female
support for the BJP may not be as
definite as it appears. Of the 69 wo-
men contesting on BJP tickets, on-
Iy 31 were elected to the 18th Lok
Sabha, with several prominent
candidates losing their seats in sig-
nificant battles, Smriti Irani, the
former Minister of Women and
Child Development, had won the
high-profile Amethi seat in 2019,
defeating Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. During the 2024 election,
however, she lost the seat to Con-
gress leader Kishori Lal Sharma by
a margin of 1,67,196 votes. Similar-
ly, Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar, the
former Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare, who contest-
ed from the Dindori seat (Sche-
duled Tribe reserved seat) in Mah-
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Karnataka

that the government has little
to show in terms of gover-
nance or implementation of
new schemes. Most of the de-
velopment and infrastructure
projects have come to a halt as
the government faces an acute
financial crunch, apparently
because of the massive cost in-
curred by it in implementing
the Congress’s five poll “gua-
rantees” and having to pay the
7th Pay Commission salaries
to its employees from this
month. Bengaluru City, which
faced an acute water crisis
during the summer, is unable
to solve traffic congestion and
the problem of poor roads and
potholes. All this has dented
the government’s image.

Even Mr. Shivakumar, who
holds the portfolios of Irriga-
tion and Bengaluru Develop-
ment, has been unable to
make any headway in his
‘Brand Bengaluru’ project. He
ensured that Ramanagara was
renamed Bengaluru South
District, arguing that the
change in nomenclature
would bring in a real estate
boom. The continuous war of
words between him and Un-
ion Minister and JD(S) leader
H.D. Kumaraswamy, in a bid
to dominate Vokkaliga polit-
ics, is not helping matters.

Mr. Siddaramaiah is also
caught in a legal and political
storm over an alleged scam in
the allocation of 14 Mysuru Ur-
ban Development Authority
(MUDA) sites in an upmarket
area to his wife Parvathi,
when the BJP was in power, as

compensation for the 3.6
acres taken over “illegally” by
MUDA. The issue has also re-
sulted in a face-off with Gover-
nor Thaawarchand Gehlot. All
the ministers are involved in
protests across the State con-
demning the Governor’s deci-
sion toissue a show-cause not-
ice to, and grant prosecution
of, the Chief Minister based on
the complaints of three social
activists. With the entire Cabi-
net forced to rally behind the
embattled Chief Minister, the
focus on governance has taken
a further hit.

On the other hand, the 7187
crore scam in the State Mahar-
shi Valmiki Scheduled Tribes
Development ~ Corporation,
which came to light after an
employee died by suicide leav-
ing behind a letter alleging ir-
regularities at the behest of his
higher-ups, has resulted in the
arrest of a dozen people as
well as the resignation of Mi-
nister B. Nagendra. The invol-
vement of nationalised bank
officials has resulted in the En-
forcement Directorate and the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion stepping in. While the go-
vernment seems to have
weathered this storm, the MU-
DA case could consume a lot
of its attention. There has also
been constant chatter on in-
terference and corruption in
transfers, particularly in the
Police Department, with the
untimely deaths of two offic-
ers linked to it.

As the Siddaramaiah go-
vernment is busy warding off
the taint of the MUDA scam by
waging a legal and political
battle, the long-delayed elec-
tions to the rural and urban lo-
cal bodies as well as the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike, the civic body of Ben-
galuru, are hanging in ba-
lance. Karnataka, which has a
reputation for good adminis-
tration and governance, needs
to reclaim its image.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

arashtra, lost to Nationalist
Congress Party (Sharad Pawar)'s
Bhaskar Murlidhar Bhagare by
1,13,199 votes. Sadhvi Niranjan Jyo-
ti, Maneka Gandhi, and Navneet
Rana and others also suffered de-
feat, raising questions about
whether the BJP/NDA had lost its
hold on the women electorate.

This trend of prominent BJP wo-
men candidates losing elections
leads to a critical examination of
the widely held belief that women
voters have predominantly sup-
ported the BJP/NDA in recent elec-
tions. Data from the Lokniti-CSDS
post-poll surveys challenge the no-
tion of a uniform women vote for
the BJP/NDA over the past three
Lok Sabha elections (2014-2024).
The surveys reveal that women vo-
ters, like their male counterparts,
are divided between various polit-
ical parties, with no significant ad-
vantage for the BJP/NDA among
women voters nationally.

As shown in Table 1, there has
been a modest increase in the
share of women voting for the
NDA, from 37% in 2014 to 43% in
2024. However, this increase is not
very different from the share
among male voters. There has also
been a gradual increase in the
share of women supporting the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA)/
INDIA bloc, from 27% in 2019 to
33% in 2024 (Table 2). This sug-
gests that the BJP/NDA's perceived
dominance among women voters
may be overstated. Overall, wo-
men voters appear to be as divided
as their male counterparts, with
neither the NDA nor the UPA/IN-
DIA bloc enjoying a decisive edge
among this demographic.

State-wise variations

While the national picture sug-
gests a somewhat equal distribu-
tion of women's votes between the
BJP/NDA and other parties, a State-
wise analysis reveals more com-
plexity. The States where the BJF/
NDA either managed to make
further inroads among women vo-
ters or at least maintained their
support base between the 2019

and 2024 Lok Sabha elections are
shown in Table 3. Madhya Pra-
desh is the only State where the
NDA made significant inroads,
with 60% of women voters sup-
porting the BJP in 2024, compared
t053% in 2019. The increase in wo-
men’s support for the NDA in And-
hra Pradesh was largely due to the
BJP’s alliance with the Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP). Although the BJP
performed well in Odisha, the
gains among women voters were
modest. In Gujarat, despite losing
one Lok Sabha seat, the BJP man-
aged to retain its support base
among Women Voters.

across many States. The most sig-
nificant gain for the INDIA bloc

Pradesh, where 45% supported

contested the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion against each other, not as al-
lies. In Haryana, the share of wo-
increased from 29% in 2019 to 49%

bloc won five of the 10 Lok Sabha

NDA had won all 10 seats.

performed much better in 2024
compared to 2019. In Telangana,

formed very well in Uttarakhand,
Delhi, and Chhattisgarh, the NDA
suffered losses among women vo-
ters in these States (Table 4).

that women voters have consis-

Awoman’s choice

The data for the tables were sourced from Lokniti-CSDS

Table 1: How women voters have voted for the NDA in the past three general elections

| LS 2024 LS 2018 LS 2014

voured the BJP over the past de-

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 21, 1974

Use of cement banned for
some buildings: houses
exempt

New Delhi, Aug. 20: The Union Government has
banned the use of cement for certain specified
types of construction for one year. The banned
categories are: buildings intended to be used as
offices, theatres or cinema houses, residential
hotels, restaurants or eating houses, shops,
roads or pavement. The ban will apply to
constructions, in the private and public sectors,
‘where they have not proceeded beyond the
plinth level.

The Cement (Conservation and Regulation of
Use) Order 1974, was notified on August 16.
Issued under the Essential Commodities Act, it
gives official sanction to the proposal which Mr.
C. Subramaniam, Union Minister for Industrial
Development, has been anxious to enforce.

buildings. But use of cement for miscellaneous
items of construction, including fence-posts and
compound walls, concreting of courtyards and
driveways, tree guards, concrete benches, trellis
(jalli) work, ete. is to be discouraged. Central
and State Governments, local bodies, public
sector organisations, etc., have been asked to

All Government bodies have also been asked
to issue instructions discouraging the use of

The objective behind the order is to conserve
cement, and use alternative materials wherever

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 21, 1924

A Press Communique, dated August 19, 1924,
published in this week's Fort St. George Gazette
says: The Legislative Council having approved
on the 18th instant of the proposal to construct

consisting of a storage reservoir at Mettur on the
river Cauvery and the necessary canals and
distribution works, Government propose at
once to appoint a Committee representative of

Engineer for Irrigation will be a Member, and
Hon’ble the Law Member President, to consider

Overall vate share 43.6% 44.5% 38.4%
The UPA/INDIA bloc gained _Men 44% 45% 40%
SUPpOrt among women Vvoters N 3% 3704
Table 2: How women voters have voted for the UPA/INDIA bloc in the past three
: general elections
among women voters was in Uttar
‘The ban does not apply to residential
the Congress and Samajwadi Party Overall vote share 33.4% 26.5% 23%
(SP) candidates. It is important to Men | 34% 26% 23%
note that the Congress and SP had Women | 33% 2% 23%
Table 3: The share of women voters in States where the BIP/NDA gained support
among them in the 2024 general elections
men voting for the Congress State 152024 152019 Gain
Andhra Pradesh 52% 1% 51% give a lead in this matter.
in the 2024 election. The INDIA Telangana | 4% 18% 16%
Madhya Pradesh 60% 53% %
seats in the State, whereas during T cement for these works.
4 5 Kerala | 21% 15% 6%
the 2019 Lok Sabha election, the T
Odisha 43% 39% 4%
There was also a significant shift Delhi | 57% 56% 1% possible.
among women voters in favour of Gujarat 64% 64% 0%
the INDIA bloc in Karnataka and Table 4: The share of women voters in States where the UPA/INDIA bloc gained
Maharashtra, where the alliance support among them in the 2024 general elections
state | sa2a | isao Gain Mettur pmject
there was saw a noticeable shift Utdarpadesh bt kil ]
among women voters towards the Haryana ! 49% 29% 20%
INDIA bloc. Although the BJP per- Delhi 41% 2% 19%
Kamnatzka | 52% 41% 11%
Telangana 39% 28% 11% th dc. Irrigati Proi
Chhattisgarh | 45% 3% 8% I PETpCED CRIERCE) UTTIHON SHGIeT,
The data indicate that the belief Maharashtra 425 6% &
Rajasthan | 3% M 5%
tently and over fa- Bihar 37% 33% 4%
e : DT I 36% 3% % the interested districts, of which the Chief
f}:;:le isan overstaler;en;. It :1 clear = 7% 4% %
women voters displa) verse T = =
il Gujarat | 3% 31% 0%

political preferences that vary sig-
nificantly across States and elec-
tions.

Sanjay Kumar is Professor and Co-director Lokniti-CSDS; and Jyoti Mishra and Vibha Attri

are both researchers at Lokniti-CSDS

and advise Government upon certain details
relating to the location of irrigated areas and
distributaries.
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Delhi to Kyiv via Warsaw

PM Modi’s visits acknowledge Central, Eastern
Europe’s role in reshaping regional geopolitics

ThelndianEXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

NO SHORT-CUTS

Lateral entry enriches bureaucracy but government should
respect a basic premise: Talent, social justice are not at odds

HE NARENDRA MODI government’s decision to cancel an advertisement for

recruitment of 45 mid-level specialists through the lateral entry route, after

itstirred controversy, has company. It follows its other conspicuous steps back

recently, on the Waqf Amendment Bill, which has now been sent to a joint
parliamentary committee, and the draft Broadcast Bill, put on hold for wider consultations.
Bu[ of course, the lateral entry issue is unique, it has a special resonance. The UPSC ad
— both within the ruling coalition and
outside it — that by treating the 45 positions as specialised and designating them as sin-
gle-cadre posts, the government was short-circuiting the system of reservation. Given
the political context of the recently concluded general election in which the BJP-led NDA's
losses have also been attributed to perceptlons among backward classes that it soughta
“400 paar” majority todilute the i tosocial justice, this rollback
was, arguably, politically inevitable.

‘The fact is that lateral entry is desirable and that, as it has done in the past, it can bring
inmuch-needed fresh ideas and energy. It is required to enrich state capacities to meet the
increasingly complex tasks of governance. While lateral entrants are no magical cure for
systemicills and deficiencies, and a case may be made fora more restructur-

toked criticismand

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WORDLY WISE
DREAMING PERMITS EACH AND EVERY ONE
OF US TO BE QUIETLY AND SAFELY INSANE
EVERY NIGHT OF OUR LIVES. — WiLLiam C DEMENT

By C Raja MOHAN

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi’s visit to
Poland and Ukraine this week marks the con-
unuanon of an under- apprec:ated effortin

ndia’s foreign
pnllcy over the last decade. Mnd| 's visit will
plug a missing link — Central Europe — in
India’s European policy at a time when

i tothec

of great power conflict.

The war for Ukraine, now in its third year,
isemblematic of the new geopolitical churnin
Central Europe that destabilises the entire
world. As Halford Mackinder the British
geopolitical thinker put it at the turn of the
20th century, “Who rules East Europe, com-
‘mands the heartland; who rules the heart-
land,commands the world-island; whorules
the world-island, commands the world.”

Can India remain a passive bystander in

ing, they can help fill the gaps of experti: pl:uuL durations, for well-

uggle for Centraland Eastem
Europe7 PM svlsltto Poland

tives.Beit the Second. 005, or the Sixth

isaclear*“no’

Pay C 2013, orthe rec f the Niti Aayog in 2017, the need for the
induction of personnel at senior and middle management levels in government has been
repeatedly upheld and afﬂrmed In recent years, the government has also expanded the
scaleand ambit of i Andyet, the: iseswhen
of “expertise” and “merit” are ranged against the imperatives of “social justice” and “equal-
ity”. They need not be seen as antagonistic, and they are, in fact, aligned and mutually rein-
forcing. As the Supreme Court underlined in its recent judgment on subquotas for SCs and
STs, the binary of meritvs reservation must be challenged ina countryofgrea[ inequalities.
Merit should interms of the social good: inc thecon-
flictis between haves and have-nots, and not between ment and distributive justice.

]n its third term, with a whittled down majority, the Modi government also needs to

learning on board. It pond to the voice of a stronger Opposition,

and to talk to its own allies — and listen to them too. In the case of the proposed recruit-
ments through lateral entry, it was voices from within — allies such as JD(U) and LJP — as
much as the agitation of Rahul Gandhi-led Congress, who is trying to put his stamp on the
casteissue, that made it retreat. The government needs to remember that the new num-
bers demand a new listening. In adiverse country, that also makes for better decisions and
more responsive policies.

A SILENCE IS BROKEN

Revelations of misogyny and abuse in Hema Committee report
call for larger reckoning within Malayalam film industry

ATE-NIGHT KNOCKS ON the door and demands for sexual favours in exchange

for work, lack of basic facilities like women's toilets and changing rooms, with-

holding of remuneration and threat of bans: The ugly reality of the Malayalam

filmindustry: inthe Justice Hema Cc report, aredacted
version of which was made publlc on August 19, four years after it was submitted to the
Keral, ind sexual ofanactorin February 2017,
which led to widespread outrage, the Committee was set up to investigate the problems
faced by women working in the state’s film industry. The report — the first of its kind in
India — reveals an industry tightly controlled by a powerful few, where a culture of silence
has allowed misogyny to run rampant.

‘The public release of the report marks the end of one important task — of putting on
record the film indus-
try. Itsig Te-
dressal and reform. Some tentative steps have already been taken. In 2022, for example, in
response toa petition by the Women in Cinema Collective, the: Kela]a High Courtruled that
film production units were required toc i

under which women workiin the

of another, d

endeavour. Steps must now

This is the first visit by an Indian Prime
Minister to Poland since 1979, when Morarji
Desai travelled to Warsaw; no Indian prime
minister had visited Kyiv since Ukraine
emerged from Russia’s womb amid the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. It also comes as Kyiv
changes the line of military contact with its
currentoffensive into Russian territory thatis
enteringits third week.

Contrary to expectations, Modi's visit to
‘Warsaw and I(ylv may be less about a new
Indian peac Jkraine. Delhi can't
see this historic visit as a one-time event; for
India this should be about setting the terms
of along-term engagement with Poland and
Ukraine, and more broadly Central Europe.
Delhi knows that Russia and Ukraine have a
long and shared history and a common faith
and know each other better than India and
Pakistan. Moscow may not be looking for a
peacemaker. President Vladimir Putin knows
how toreachout to the US, which has the most
leverage in the Ukraine war, and open negoti-
ations when he finds it appropriate.

For Ukrame the peace oﬁenslve is about
winning fri po-
sition against Russia. Moscow and Kyiv are
waiting for the US elections in November and

The war in Ukraine today is
a consequence of the
breakdown of the post-Cold
War political settlements
between Russia and the
West in Central and Eastern
Europe. The nature of war
termination in Ukraine will
also define the framework
for a new order in Europe.
‘Whatever the nature of that
new European order, a
rising Poland and the
current European
battlefield, Ukraine will
have a prominent place in

it. As India seeks to
intensify her European
engagement, Poland and
Ukraine are bound to
emerge as important
long-term partners.

jockeying to improve their military position
before the next administration takes charge
inWashington. Other powers, including China
and India,may have arolein promoting peace,
but only on the margins.

ThewarinUkraine today is a consequence
of the breakdown of the post-Cold War polit-
ical settlements between Russiaand the West
in Central and Eastern Europe. The nature of
war termination in Ukraine will also define
the framework for a new order in Europe.
Whatever its nature, a rising Poland and the
current European battlefield, Ul<rame w1ll
ha placeinit.

many sub-regions of Europe, including the
Nordics and Baltics. Connecting with Central
Europe has been part of this plan. Modi's visit
toAustrialast month (the firstin41 years)and
Poland and Ukraine this week are part of that
strategy. Aquick survey of Central Europe will
point to the fact that Ukraine holds the largest
territory in Europe after Russia. Poland and
Ukraine are seventh and eighth in European
population rankings (including Russia).
Poland is the largest economy in Central
Europe and ranks eighth inEurope.

Rapid economic; gromh overthelastthree

a

decade: 8 million),

mtenslfy her European engagement, Poland
and Ukraine are bound to emerge as impor-
tant long-term partners. India’s outreach to
Poland and Ukraine so soon after the PM's visit
toRussia underlines Delhi's conviction thatit
does not view the relationship with Moscow
and Central Europe as a zero-sum game.

For decades after independence, Europe
has remained a relatively low priority for
Indian foreign policy; it was narrowly based
on relations with Europe’s big four — Russia,
Germany, France, and Britain. Over the last
decade, India has sought to widen this out-
reach to Europe. During his first two terms as
PM, Modi travelled 27 times to Europe and re-
ceived 37 European heads of state and gov-
ernment. In his first term as foreign minister,
SJaishankar travelled to Europe 29 times and
received 36 of his European counterparts.

The elevation of Europe in India’s priori-
tieswas accompanied by an effort to fix some
lingering problems with major partners like
Italy(the Marines case), which had puta hold
on annual summits between Delhi and

its location at the heart of Europe, and mas-
sive spending (more than 4 per cent of GDP
this year) have turned Poland into a force to
reckon with. As it rises, Poland has adopted a
foreign policy orientation imbued with a
measure of strategic autonomy much like
France, Germany, and Italy.

Ukraine's economy has been shattered by
thewar, but the prospect of its reconstruction
after peace settlement has put it on the geoe-
conomic drawing boards around the world.
Ukraine, which inherited a significant part of
the Sovietarmsindustry, is now looking to the
US and Europe to expand and modernise its
defence industry. Ukraine’s natural strength
as one of the world’s granaries adds to its
strategic salience in the years ahead.

For much of its recent history, Central and
Eastern Europe have been victims of  great
power rivalry that
ritories, rearranged borders, and forced the
nations of the region into spheres of influence
of the dominant powers. But unlike in the
Mackinder era, Central and Eastern Europe

Brussels. The Modi revived the
trade negotiations with EU, concluded a trade
and investment agreement with EFTA group,
established a trade and technology council
with Europe, launched a technology security
initiative with the' UKout]med ajointdefence
industrial e,embarked
regional security coopelatlon with Europein
the Indo-Pacific, and unveiled the India-
Middle East-Europe corridor (IMEC).
Supplementing major power relations,
India has begun collective diplomacy with

agency inwriting theirown
destiny and reshaping regional geopolitics.
Modi's visit to Warsaw and Kyiv is about
recognising that momentous change at the
heart of Europe and deepening bilateral po-
litical, economic and security ties with the
Central European states.

The writer is visiting professor at the Institute
of South Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express

DESPITE THE LLAWS

Lax implementation has fostered a culture of violence against women

VRINDA SHUKLA

“ AM NOT Nirbhaya. Neither was she... We
are all scared of all men all the time,” read a
postonX, following the ghastly rape and mur-
der of ayoung doctor in Kolkata.

Ever since the infamous gang rape that
rocked the country in December 2012, much

dated by the POSH Act. The Report recommends the enactment of a statute that. addresses
the specific problems encountered by women in the film industry, as well as constif

of atribunal tolookinto theirc i
trenched and pervasive culture of sexism and where an outsized power asymmetrydeter—
mines who is heard and who is silenced, court rulings and new statutes would have little
impactunless thereis alarger reckoning. Anindustry thatis lauded for the progressive con-
tent of its films, must now ask how it can shed regressive attitudes and commit to creating
asafe working environment for all.

Ina2018 TEDx Talk, actor Rima Kallingal framed the chall by hy layal
filmindustry: “Itis not possible to turn a blind eye to the sexism, ageism and casteism that
exist in our society and that is reflected in our cinema content. You cannot not be dis-
turbed by the fact that an artist community is not trying to change that narrative.” Even
as the rape and murder of a woman doctor in Kolkata brings people out in protest, rais-
ing concerns over the safety of women, the Malayalam film industry has the opportu-
nity for real change. It must not let it go.

But

DREAM A LITTLE DREAM

There’s something unsettling about projects to make the
Sandman’s domain ‘productive’

LDOUS HUXLEY'S INJUNCTION to “dream in a pragmatic way” was meant as
an aphorism. A pithy way, perhaps, of paraphrasing that much misunder-
stood warningat the Oracle’s tEmp le at Del, phl “Know Thyself". Perhapsit's

Where then lies the malaise? Why is the law
failing to actas a sufficient deterrent? One an-
swer| is! that laws onrape cannotbe exammed

ted
‘mentality. Men’s brutalising of women con-
tinues to be rampant because of the laxity in
laws surrounding other equally heinous
crimes, which warrantimmediate and equal
attention as rape.

As per the statistics of 2022, annual
dowry deaths in India stand at 6,516 —
claiming one victim every 90 minutes. A
dowry deathis the unnatural death of a mar-
ried woman who is murdered or commits
suicide because of continuous cruelty by the
husband and his family. What is more dis-
tressing than the large number of victims is
the pitiably low conviction rate in such cases
due to the shocking norm of the accused
paying “blood money” to the victim'’s family.
Such “compromises” are routinely allowed
by the police and the courts.

Domestic violence is undisputedly the
‘most underrated crime perpetrated against
women across all socio-economic strata. The
relevant sections of the law prescribe a pun-

It is no surprise, therefore,
that the first accused
apprehended in the Kolkata
rape and murder case had a
history of violent assault of
his wife, including when she
was three months pregnant.
Yet, there was no appropriate
legal response at the time
despite two complaints.
Condoning any act of
violence against women or
diluting its severity helps
reinforce a culture where
men are emboldened to
believe they can get away
with anything.

ishmentof up to three years of imprisonment,
rendering it nearly lmposslble for the police
toarrest the accused. Avicti le-

with the intention of committing sexual as-
sault cannot be dealt at par with milder ver-
sionsof ", The victim must notbe

gal complexities will be dismayed to find the
police or court release her tormentor the same
day, nonchalantly citing the threshold rule of
‘bail not jail for offences that entail a punish-
ment of less than seven years.

Similar is the case with other serious sin-
ister crimes like stalking or harassment. The
lax bail norms pose a serious impediment to
correcting and curbing the criminal instincts
of the accused before they graduate to com-
mitting bigger crimes. Women complainants
often narrate the commonridicule of theirag-
gressors: “What can you do against me?"

Itisnosurprise, therefore, that the firstac-
cused apprehended in the Kolkata case had a
history of violently assaulting his wife, includ-
ing when she was three months pregnanLVet,

e legal

'made to wait for the potent penal sections to
kickin till she is raped.

Aliberal bail regime cannot be sustained
independent of other judicial reform. Of the
3,449 cases of dowry death cases disposed off
by the courts in 2022, 64 per cent were dis-
posed of without a trial and only 35 per cent
of the tried cases resulted in a conviction. Of

cruelty by hus-
bands pending trial, a mere 7.7 per cent were
disposed off, of which 87 per cent were dis-
posed of without atrial. Then we wonder why
men have no fear of the law.

There is a crying need to develop a crim-
inal justice system equipped to investigate
and try cases of crimes against women in a
fast-track mode. Where protracted trials re-
mainastubborn cha]lenge, al ]ongennugh in-

act of violence agamst women or diluting its
severity helps reinforce a culture where men
are emboldened to believe they can get away
withanything.

Aserious legal response towomen's safety
mustentail areview of thec trum

carceration,
particular crime, is the only avallable tool to
instila fear of the law. The Courts must crack
down heavily on extra judicial compromises
forced upon victims because of the tedium
of thelegal processora brazen socio-cultural
sanction to the c of such cases.

of crimes against them in order to truly incul-
catesociety's intolerance toany formof abuse.
P - PR

ing on the severity of the crime. Forcibly dis-
robing a woman or stubbornly stalking her

Until then, we will continue to harbour and
embolden abusers.

The writer is an IPS officer serving as SP
Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh. Views are personal

justaswell that 21st-centur VsC ingthec a20th-cen-
tury futurist to respect limits, h
alone. Cc of California, includin; , are trying d “lu-

cid dreaming” to enhance productivity. In essence, the most private and surreal of realms
can be used to learn a skill, gain knowledge and even act as a sort of Bluetooth connection:
Researchers envisage people being able to control computer screens and cars.

Lucid dreaming has a long history, perhaps as long as humanity itself. In essence, the
dreamer is aware that they are dreaming and can, with some practice, guide the sleeping
fantasy. The general consensus among sleep scientists is that about 50 per cent of human-
ity has had at least one lucid dream. That fi gure is greatly enhanced among young phl]oso—

Thrm igha

reality
many have tried to, Freud
onwards, like oracles and shamans, have parsed dreams for meaning.

There’s something unsettling about the current projects to make the Sandman'’s do-
‘main “productive”. Frst because they reduce something that is mysterious to the mun-
Inthe 18th century, Coler:
middle of the night with one of his greatest poems almost formed. He wrote down, what
became “Kubla Khan: or A Vision ina Dream”. Today, people can turn on a kettle.

reative. And

dane, the source of i goritt

AuagusTt 21,1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

NTR ALLEGES PLOT

THE AILING DISMISSED chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh, N'T Rama Rao, and the 167
MLASs supporting him arrived in the capital
determined to demonstrate their majority.
Their plan to meet the President, Zail Singh,
was, however, unning of
the train.Rama Rao said that he suspected that
the bomb scare on his flight too had been
“planned” deliberately to prevent him from
attending the Opposition leaders’ meeting.

OprpN WiTH TDP

ALL OPPOSITION PARTIES, except the

AIADMK, Muslim League and Akali Dal, urged
President Zail Singh to remove the Andhra
Pradesh Governor, Ramlal, forthwith, dismiss
the minority government of defectors in-
stalled by him and immediately reinstate NT
Rama Rao as Chief Minister.

RAMLAL IN HOT WATER

SCORES OF CASES pertaining to illegal felling
of trees and smuggling of timber during the
regime of the former chief minister and pres-
ent Governor of Andhra Pradesh, Ramlal —
some involving his close relations — are tobe
filed in the courts shortly. These cases relate

¥ N " o

fection of 26 legislators to form a government
in1980till his ousterlast April. Several of these
cases under investigation will be filed before
the beginning of the monsoon session.

TrOUBLE FOR PM

PMINDIRA GANDHI s finding herself caught
inacleft stick over the Andhra political crisis.
Two developments appear to be worrying
Mrs Gandhi and those who plan her political
moves.Oneis the blow herimage has suffered
in the wake of the toppling o f the NTR gov-
ernment, the other is the rallying point the dis-
missal of the NTR government has provided
to the Opposition parties.

.. . Chandigarh
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India has reason to be
wary as China fumbles

The troubles of its steel industry are evidence of an economic slowdown, posing external

1l Ith

risks. India too faces spil threats,

ata sets emerging from China for
the April-June quarter had observ-
ers sit up and take notice: on a net
basis, foreign investors had pulled
out a record $15 billion, forcing
stock exchanges to stop releasing
data on foreign investment flows. This, in a way,
further confirms apprehensions that growth in
the Chinese economy, a critical engine for the
world economy, has been sputtering due to
slowing consumption demand and other struc-
tural problems. This has multiple implications
for India. The slowdown is confirmed by the
International Monetary Fund. In a report this
month, it said that the Chinese economy, which
grew 5.2% in 2023, will slow to 5% in 2024 and
further to 3.3% by 2029. It internally faces stag-
nating consumption, with challenges arising
from slackening real estate demand and high
government debt. Additional headwinds are
emerging from decelerating productivity and an
ageing population. Externally, demand for Chi-
nese goods and services is hitting a wall of tariff
and non-tariff barriers, be it in the US or Europe.
China’s problems in the domestic economy
are best exemplified by the performance of its
steel industry which has been weighed by the
real estate downturn, spending squeeze by
households and prohibitive duties on the
country’s exports, such as the countervailing
duties imposed by the EU on Chinese electric
vehicles. China is the world's largest steel man-
ufacturer, with close to 500 production units
and an annual manufacturing capacity of
about 1.18 billion tonnes of different steel vari-
eties. Steel prices this year have plunged to
multi-year lows, with many mills reporting
losses. This is fuelling problems of excess
inventory and apprehensions of a wave of Chi-
nese steel dumping across the globe, particu-

ha pr ic policy can help mitigate them

larly in the Asia-Pacific. Ripples emanating
from the turmoil here have already washed up
on Indian shores, with domestic steel prices
falling to three-year lows. This is a deviation
from the trend: the Indian steel industry has
been reporting stellar growth over the past few
quarters, with consumption growing by over
12% in 2023-24, catalysed by the government’s
front-loading of capital expenditure and a nas-
cent private investment revival. The govern-
ment's production-linked incentives for spe-
cialty steel had also crowded-in investments.
Moreover, there are broader repercussions
of the slowdown in China for India. It will man-
ifest not only by way of increased imports of
subsidised Chinese steel but a rising flood of
cheap Chinese manufactured goods, which
will hurt sales and profitability of a wide
swathe of Indian manufacturing businesses.
India already has a big trade deficit with China,
despite the government’s high-decibel rhe-
toric, and there is potential of this widening
further as the slowdown adversely affects
demand for Indian goods and services. In addi-
tion, if speculation of Beijing planning a stimu-
lus programme to catalyse household con-
sumption materialises, the structure of the
package might include inexpensive loans and
subsidies for Chinese domestic manufacturers.
This would hold out additional risks for the
Indian economy. In this context, the Economic
Survey's suggestion to welcome higher Chi-
nese foreign direct investment (FDI) merits a
second look. This is not to suggest that geopo-
litical and security concerns associated with
such investment should be disregarded.
Instead, the government should craft a more
nuanced China FDI policy that shuns grandilo-
quence in favour of pragmatism and leverage
the opportunity to resolve the border impasse.

LIVEMINT.COM
—

India might already be on the
path to universal basic income

The many cash transfer schemes show a recognition of the state of the poor and the need for support

is the author of ‘Bad Money”.

he Maharashtra government has

transferred the first two instal-

ments of 31,500 each into the
bank accounts of many beneficiaries of
the Mukhya Mantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana. The scheme pays out that
amount each month to women in the
age group of 21 to 60 with an annual
household income of less than ¥2.5
lakh. News reports suggest that 1.6 crore
women have applied for the benefit. If
all are paid, it will cost the state govern-
ment around 29,000 crore annually.
In fact, the scheme was proposed in late
June after the Mahayuti alliance, which
governs the state, won only 17 out of the
state’s 48 Lok Sabha seats.

On similar lines, the Jharkhand gov-
ernment has launched the Mukhya-
mantri Maiya Samman Yojana under
which women in the age group of 21-50
years will get 1,000 per month. Esti-
mates suggest 48 lakh beneficiaries,
costing around 5,800 crore annually.
The state’s ruling INDIA alliance, which
is primarily made up of the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha and the Congress, won 5
outof the state’s 14 Lok Sabha seats.

InHaryana, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government has launched
the Har Ghar Har Grahani Yojana,
which caps the price of a cooking gas
cylinder for families below the poverty
line at ¥500. The difference between
the price of the cylinder and 500 will
be transferred into their bank accounts.

What explains this rush to launch
cash transfer programmes? All the three
states referred to have assembly elec-
tions scheduled this year. In fact, the
Economic Survey of 2022-23 had
pointed out that as of December 2022,
there were more than 2,000 such
schemes run by state governments. So,
this is not a new trend. As the Economic
Survey pointed out, technology has
enabled the accurate identification and
targeting of beneficiaries and curbed
leaks in the benefit delivery processes.

Indeed, politicians have been quick to
pick up on this. By launching cash
transfer schemes, they have been able
to build a personal connection with citi-
zens. The best example of this is Mad-
hya Pradesh, which has the Ladli Behna
scheme, under which ¥1,250 per month
is given to women from poor house-
holds. The scheme is believed to have
dramatically improved the political
prospects of the BJP in the state.

Of course, politicians also understand
that people are experiencing economic
distress, which the data may not always
clearly show. Take the case of retail
inflation in July. It stood at 3.5%, the
lowest since August 2019. A lot of song
and dance happened around this.

But what was ignored is that a fall in
inflation does not mean a fall in prices. It
just means that prices rose at a slower
pace. Also, this was on account of a base
effect or inflation in July 2023 being
high. This effect will be seen in August
too before it reverses in September.

Further, in the last five years, retail
inflation was at 6% per year against 3.9%
in the five years before that. In fact, in
the last five years, food inflation, which
forms around 40% of retail inflation, has
stood at 7.3% per year against 2.7% per
year in the five years before. Clearly,
things have been difficult for the poorer
section of the population, which spends
more money on food, hurting their
spending capacity. Of course, inflation
is not the only reason.

As economists Nikhil Gupta and
Tanisha Ladha of Motilal Oswal point

Consensus
continues to
elude GST b
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out: “Rural spending declined for the
third successive quarter in April to June
2024, though the pace of contraction
was slower.” They further point out that
urban spending grew the slowest in
five-quarters.

Now, the cash transfer programmes
of state governments, other than help-
ing the cause of politicians, should
hopefully address this consumption
slowdown as well to some extent. But
there’s more to it than just this.

First, where will the money for these
schemes come from? The total expendi-
ture of state governments has increased
from 17.7% of gross domestic product
(GDP)in 2018-19 to 19.6% in 2023-24.

Suggestions have been made that
state governments could move some of
their other expenditure off the budget,
as they have done in the past. Or bills
can remain unpaid, moving the expend-
iture to future years. Further, there will
be pressure on the Union government
to earn higher taxes to be able to share
more money with the states.

Second, what incentives does this
create for politicians? As Raghuram G.
Rajan and Rohit Lamba write in Break-
ing the Mould—Reimagining India’s
Economic Future: “The new Indian wel-
fare state... aggrandizes political leaders
more, and for this reason they may have
an incentive to skimp even more on the
delivery of public services and ilt
towards targeted benefits [like cash
transfer is].” For example, creating sys-
tems that deliver better education and
health takes time, energy, empathy and
understanding. It's just easier to trans-
fer money into bank accounts. So, we
will see more of those.

Finally, it raises the question of
whether in this quick and disguised
way, India is moving towards a universal
basic income. The schemes referred to
in this piece cover a large part of the
respective state’s population, though
not all, making them very close to being
universal basic income schemes.
Indeed, universal basic income by any
other name is just that.

®

Basic income is not a
utopia; it's a practical
business plan for the next
step of the human journey.

JEREMY RIFKIN

Open Network courts can enable vast judicial reforms

RAHUL MATTHAN

is a partner at Trilegal and the

author of *The Third Way:

India’s Revolutionary Approach

to Data Governance’. His X

(formerly Twitter) handle is
omatthan.

ast week, | had the privilege of attend-

ing the launch of ON Courts (Open Net-

worked Courts) in Kerala, possibly the
most creative re-imagining of the justice
delivery system attempted in the country to
date. Rather than merely adding new digital
layers on top of existing non-digital work-
flows, this bold redesign of the judicial sys-
tem re-examines how processes at the heart
of the system ought to operate.

The animating philosophy behind this
re-design is the notion that litigants should
not have to re-orient their lives around how
the justice system operates: they should not
have to wait long hours for their hearings
only to be subject to last minute re-schedul-
ing requests, or to have to go to designated
physical locations to file their documents
and pay their fees, or follow processes so
arcane that no-one remembers why they
exist in the first place. Instead of making
people to come to the courts, we should take
the courts to the people.

The only way to achieve an ambition so

bold is to rebuild existing judicial processes
so that the system p i the

data entry completely, offering instead a
le-based

needs of litigants in ways that account for
their individual preferences and unique cir-
cumstances. With this in mind, each of the
judicial workflows in the ON Courts have
been re-imagined from the perspective of
the relevant stakeholders.

Forliigants, it has been designed to allow
access from anywhere, allowing them to
respond to summons, submit documents,
reschedule hearings, and even appear from
anywhere. It provides a full and complete
view of their case, sending them proactive
alerts of any actions they may need to take
(file documents or pay court fees), allowing
them to collect verifiable copies of all rele-
vant applications, orders and judgements.

Forlawyers, it allows them to better coor-
dinate their schedule through a new smart

, ific e-filing workflow
aimed at reducing the amount of manual
scrutiny required. It also offers transcription
tools for the drafting of orders and OCR sys-
tems for the scrutiny of documents.

As for judges, it helps them better opti-
mise their time by separat-
ing the purely administra-
tive functions from the
judicial, so that they can
spend their time on mat-
ters most deserving of
their judicial attention. By
offering tools like smart
scheduling, assistive tem-
plates and voice-to-text
transcription, it helps sig-
nificantly improve their
efficiency. This coupled
with ir i

ing solution that
identifies the most suitable time for future
hearings. By offering digital filing and the
facility to edit uploaded files in case of errors,
it eliminates the need for physical files. By
sending lawyers prompts throughout the
life-cycle of the case, it ensures that they can
take whatever action they need to in a timely

anner.
For court staff, it does away with manual

boards that generate case
level information and pro-
vide timely access to files and documents,
judges will always know what to expect in
each hearing, and have all the information
they need to take considered decisions
always at their fingertips.

Their redesign
using digital
infrastructure
keeps in mind
the needs of
litigants, court
dash-  staff and judges

digital public infrastructure (DPI) thinking
into its design. Instead of building a new ver-
tically integrated solution, it has taken pains
to integrate existing services into its new
workflow. For instance, rather than building
abrand new digital infrastructure for sum-
mons, it has integrated e-posts into the
e-summons process.

Of the 45 million cases
that are currently pending
in the judicial system, 10%
are matters brought under
Section 138B of the Nego-
tiable Instruments Act in
respect of cheques that,
when presented for pay-
ment, were returned either
on account of insufficiency
of funds or because the
account had been closed. If
we can re-think how these
bounced cheque cases are
disposed of, we will make
significant progress in removing the choles-
terol that clogs the arteries of our courts.

Itis these cases that the ON Courts are
focused on addressing to start with. That
said, since it has been built as a set of modu-
lar, reusable building blocks, elements (like

What | found most interesting was the
extent to which this system has i

be re-used to contribute to

any other area of judicial sector reform.

As regular readers of this column will
know by now, few things give me greater joy
than seeing the policy reforms discussed in
this column actually come to pass. When the
government announced sweeping reforms
to the mapping sector, | gleefully pointed
out that this was something | had been call-
ing for since the early days of this column.
When the Supreme Court upheld the consti-
tutional validity of the Aadhaar Act, | was
quietly satisfied that they were concurring
with my conviction (expressed in my very
first Ex Machina article) as to the sufficiency
of privacy protections in that law.

But the sector in which | have been most
keen to see progress is in the functioning of
the legal profession, and here | have, if any-
thing, grown increasingly frustrated with
the lack of progress.

What | witnessed last Friday in Cochin
restored my faith that this too shall come to
pass. Not because the technology was simple
yet effective or that the design was both
intuitive and user friendly. But because the
presentations were all made by the judges
themselves, and it was clear that each of
them not only understood the inner work-
ings of the system, they were personally
invested in its success.
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It makes most sense for farmers
to keep growing rice and wheat

Their high yield per hectare and state purchases at assured prices make them commercially more profitable than other crops

MADAN SABNAVIS

is chief economist at Bank of Baroda and
author of ‘Corporate Quirks: The Darker Side of
the Sun’.

he agricultural landscape in India is
quite static. Farmers prefer to grow
rice and wheat because of two reasons.
The first is that some states subsidize
power and water, which helps ensure
large scale cultivation. Second, the
Food Corporation of India, which is the procure-
ment agency for the government, has an open-
ended scheme under which it buys any amount of
rice and wheat at the minimum support price
(MSP). This MSP keeps increasing every year as it is.
based on a cost-plus formula. Therefore, there is a
guaranteed return on capital, which does not hold
for other crops since for them there is no assured
buyback. The procurement is done of a fair average
quality and hence there is less incentive to move to
higher quality cereals. In fact, with the govern-
ment's flip-flop policy on exports, sometimes
allowing and at other times barring them, it makes
sense to move to the lowest acceptable quality.
i make

e
on giving a thrust to oilseeds and pulses output.
This is necessary because the country falls short of
production very often. When it comes to oilseeds,
the doors are still wide open for imports as India,
even in normal times, imports almost 60% of its
domestic requirements. In the case of pulses, itis
déja vu when output of tur and urad comes down.
As this news spreads, potential exporters in Africa,
Canada and Australia also raise their prices.

There is evidently a need for crop diversification
given the limited quantity of arable land. Several
schemes are announced and implemented for
growing millets, oilseeds and pulses, but the
progress has been limited. In this context, it is nec-
essary to go back to the textbook and see if there is
value to be had by the farmer in heeding to such
advice. It could be a case that farmers may not be
too eager to grow these crops.

Cultivation can be looked at as a pure commer-
cial venture from the point of view of the farmer.
Just as corporates work for profits, which is euphe-
mistically called shareholder value, so do farmers
who work to earn the highest possible income.
Therefore, the price received at the time of harvest
relative to its cost of cultivation matters.

Crops require different agroclimatic conditions
butitis assumed here that a farmer can grow any
crop on a particular piece of land. Data from the
ministry of agriculture is taken for cost of cultiva-
tion as well as wholesale prices for an array of crops
for the latest year. The yield per hectare is for
2022-23, costs are projections made by the minis-
try for 2024-25 and the prices are for 2023-24.
This information is provided in the table.

From the table, it is clear that given ceteris pari-
bus conditions, rice and wheat are the most lucra-
tive crops for farmers. In terms of yield per hectare,
wheat and rice are at the top. Maize has the highest

Crop choice

Rice and wheat ofer the highest income per hectare even though their net gain per kilogram of

output is lower than many other crops.

Cost, price and income on various crops (in 1)

Rice 2,833 15.33
Wheat 3,520 11.28
Maize 3,544 14.47

Tur 814 4761
Chana 1171 34.00
Moong 662 57.88

Urad 675 48.83

Soybean 1,145 3261
Groundnut 2,075 45.22
Mustard 1,428 28.55

yield per hectare but in terms of income, it ranks
low. Its value is low since it is used mainly as animal
and poultry feed and only a limited part of it goes
for human consumption. While rice and wheat
offer a low net gain of between 12-17/kg, the
higher physical production enables the highest
total income for a season.

Pulses offer the highest net gain with tur offer-
ing up to ¥40/kg and urad ¥30/kg. Moong is lower
at ¥22/kg, which is still higher than that earned on
wheat and rice. Among pulses, chana has the high-
est yield per hectare. But the net income earned is
lower than that for tur. In case of oilseeds, ground-
nut can yield as much as ¥40,000/hectare but
would still fall short of wheat by 10%. Growing
groundnut is more lucrative than soybean.

Therefore, from a purely commercial perspec-
tive, it makes sense for farmers to grow more rice
and wheat. It is because of soil and agroclimatic con-
ditions that they cannot be grown in parts of the
country other than the rice and wheat-growing
belts. It can also be said that even if pulses, millets or
oilseeds are cultivated in the rice and wheat grow-

i
32.22 16.89 47,849
23.92 12.64 44,493
20.35 5.88 20,839
87.46 39.85 32,438
57.65 23.65 27,694
79.74 21.86 14,471
79.54 30.71 20,729
46.46 13.85 15,858
64.55 19.33 40,110
51.61 23.06 32,930

Sources: CMIE based on goverment sources
SATISH KUMARIMINT
ing belts, it would not make commercial sense.

The solution here is that the ecosystem that
exists for rice and wheat needs to be replicated for
other crops. This would mean having their pro-
curement and distribution. However, there is no
policy for stocking pulses and oilseeds or distribut-
ing them through fair price shops on a regular
basis. Therefore, a procurement scheme can turn
out to be expensive and inefficient as it may only
serve the purpose of price stabilization when pri-
ces rise in the market.

The alternative is to remodel the MSP mecha-
nism, which has long been due. Having an open-
ended procurement system is an anachronism in
the current context. There is a need to filter out
procurement only to small farmers and not the
rich. Also, states need to fix their tolerance limits
for subsidizing power and water to ensure that
farmers look at other crop options. This is evi-
dently not an easy task as withdrawing any benefit
is tough. But a call needs to be taken at some point
of time.

These are the author’s personal views.
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Harris is walking a fine line on
Gaza but so are the protesters

She’s been tough with Israel but won't let herself be pushed around

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
politics and policy.

ro-Palestinian organizers have

vowed to flood the streets of Chicago

with thousands of protesters during
the D National Ci i

must realize that

Palestine

which [began Monday]. If successful, they
will make headlines, but they also will
almost certainly alienate allies as they
attempt to box in Vice President Kamala
Harris on Gaza.

Harris has already taken a firmer stand
than President Joe Biden in demanding
Israel focus its attacks on Hamas rather
than the Palestinian people. She made a
point of skipping Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu's July address to a joint
session of Congress. Later, after she met
with him privately at the White House, she
used tougher language than Biden had
ever used when talking about the Israeli
leader.

“We cannot allow ourselves to be numb
to the suffering, and | will not be silent,”
Harris said. While Israel has a right to
defend itself, “how it does so matters.”

Elianne Farhat, a senior adviser to the
Uncommitted National Movement, told
me she was encouraged by Harris' words.
“I'm hearing a real shift in tone, a renewed
commitment to a cease-fire in Gaza since
she took over,” Farhat said.

The uncommitted movement has
evolved rapidly since | travelled to Detroit
in February, where its forerunner, Listen
to Michigan, was just starting to organize.
Now active in nine states, Uncommitted
will send 30 delegates to the convention.
While that's a fraction of the nearly 5,000
convention delegates who will be in Chic-
ago, it represents more than 650,000 vot-
ers nationwide. About half of those pri-
mary votes came from key swing states. In
2020, Biden beat Trump by just over
20,000 votes.

Since those heady days, little has hap-
pened to alter Biden administration policy
or the trajectory of the war.

On 10 August, Israeli forces bombed a
school being used as a shelter, killing more
than 100 Palestinians, including children.
The Israeli military said it was targeting
Hamas and Islamic Jihad militants it
claimed were operating in the school. [Last
week], the Biden administration—of
which Harris remains part—approved $20
billion in arms sales to Israel that include
fighter jets and advanced missiles.

Harris faces the same pincer that
trapped Biden and split his base. On one
side is a decades-long allyship with a
nation that provides a strategic toehold in
an often hostile region. On the other is a
mounting humanitarian crisis in which

Harris must win first to do anything s

that ally has slaughtered tens of thousands
of Palestinian civilians in its rush to
destroy Hamas and seek vengeance for the
brutal 7 October Hamas-led attack on
Israel.

YYet Harris must somehow forge her own
path. She has maintained ties with pro-Is-
rael groups, but she also hired Nasrina
Bargzie, an Afghan American lawyer and
refugee, to lead Muslim and Arab voter
outreach for her campaign.

Harris has taken a tougher line with Net-
anyahu, but she has also shown that she
won't be pushed around by protesters.
When protesters disrupted a campaign
rally in Detroit, Harris at first listened, not-
ing that everyone’s voice matters. But
when they continued to disrupt her
speech, Harris fired back, “If you want
Donald Trump to win, then say that. Oth-
erwise, I'm speaking.”

The crowd erupted in cheers, which was
the first serious indication that the protest-
ers may have crossed the line with those
whose sympathy they had hoped to earn.

Democrats who are excited about a
Black woman potentially becoming presi-
dent, who eagerly await a new political
chapter, and who fear a second Trump
administration may be unwilling to risk it
all by forcing Harris into an untenable
position on Gaza.

Farhat and other organizers need that
broader coalition to amplify their own voi-
ces. Polls have shown that most Americans
are revulsed by the carnage and growing
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. They favour a
cease-fire and a return of the hostages. Are
they willing to make a complete break with
Israel over it? Unlikely.

Imam Mika'il Stewart Saadiq, who leads
the Muslim Center mosque in Detroit, told
me in February that he was “a big Biden
guy” in 2020 and was proud to use his
influence to turn out the vote. But he
became disillusioned over Gaza. Now
Saadiq tells me he is “truly excited about
Kamala Harris becoming president.”

Harris appears prepared to take a
tougher stand with Netanyahu. Making
weapons and other US support condi-
tional on clear passage of humanitarian
aid to the region would be a good start.
But Palestinian supporters must recog-
nize that to do anything at all, Harris must

first win. ©BLOOMBERG

The East has a major role in India becoming developed

AMIT KAPOOR & SHEEN ZUTSHI

are, respectively, chair and
research manager at the
Institute for Competitiveness.

n many parts of the world, convergence

theory is playing out, with developing

economies experiencing faster growth
and gradually catching up to their wealthier
counterparts. As posited in growth theory,
this convergence trend is not unique and
usually applies to regions that typically
begin with low-performance levels on an
important outcome such as gross domestic
product (GDP) or GDP per capita.

The global literature on convergence the-
ory suggests that these regions should expe-
rience quicker growth on that outcome over
time, helping catch up with regions that
began with higher starting points. Beta con-
vergence is a form of convergence that sug-
gests that poorer regions are growing faster
than richer ones. However, when we look at
Indian states, especially those in the eastern
region, we find that despite their vast min-
eral wealth and strategic locational advanta-

underscores the urgent need for decisive
state government intervention to stimulate
economic growth in the lagging region.

In 2022-23, the combined GDP of the
eastern region was about $579 billion in
exchange rate terms, compared to $185 bil-
lion in 2011-12. The region’s share has
remained unchanged at about 17%. How-
ever, as the country moves toward becoming
adeveloped economy by 2047, which trans-
lates to around $30 trillion of GDP if it grows
annually by around 9.6% nominally, it
becomes imperative to examine what this
region’s growth will be and the significant
role it can play in India’s economic future.

Looking ahead to 2047, if the region
grows every year at 9% and its share in
India’s GDP remains unchanged at 17%, its
output could reach around $5 trillion. This
growth potential, if realized, could be a
game-changer in India’s journey to a devel-
oped economy status by 2047. The eastern
region’s growth is not just a possibility but
necessity for India’s economic future. How-
ever, if the region continues to grow at a
more modest rate of 5%, its GDP would only
be around $1.8 trillion. This underscores the

ges, they remain

oped compared to other regions. This
demands immediate attention. It further

need fori policy changes to align
the region’s growth with the national goal.
For the Indian economy to reach its goal

of $30 trillion by 2047, the rest of the states
in India have to grow at double-digit rates, or
the eastern region needs to contribute more.
The former seems unattainable given the
regional disparities at the state, inter- and
intra-district levels. States are at different
stages of development, and prioritising
growth without social
progress is difficult. There-
fore, it becomes impera-
tive for the eastern region
to grow around 9%. Ensur-
ing solid and sustainable
growth in this region is
challenging, as the com-
bined GDP of the states in
the Eastern region has
grown at a compounded
average rate of about 5.5%
inthe last 11 years.

The lower social
progress rankings for east-

Balanced and

high growth in

the region is a
must to catch up
and contribute
to India’s overall
growth journey

nomic peers. Insights from SPI reveal that no
state from the eastern region is among the
high tiers of social progress i.e. Tier 1 and
Tier 2. Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and
QOdisha rank slightly higher in tiers 4 and 5 of
social progress i.e. lower middle and low
social progress. Bihar and Jharkhand rank
the lowest among all states
and UTs. They are in Tier 6
of social progress i.e. very
low performance. The poor
performance of the Aspira-
tional Districts on social
progress in these states
drives this. On further
examining the perform-
ance of 112 Aspirational
Districts, we found that
most of the districts of
Bihar and Jharkhand are in
the bottom 20 districts
across the country. These

ern states further under- figures underscore persist-
line the critical need for focused develop- | ent socioeconomic challenges in the states,
toaddress on | revealing signifi I ities with the

ment strategi

socioeconomic indicators. The Social
Progress Index (SP!I) assesses the perform-
ance of states and Union territories on
aspects of social development and ranks
them relative to their performance with eco-

eastern region.

Moreover, itis also crucial to address the
labour market issues in these regions. Most
states in the eastern areas had a labour force
participation rate (LFPR) for the population

aged 15-59 in 2022-23 above 60%, except for
Bihar, for which it stood at 50.9%, indicating
relatively lower workforce engagement.
However, any assessment of labour market
dynamics is incomplete without an exami-
nation of the quality of the workforce.
According to PLFS data for 2022-23, these
states have over 83% of the workforce in the
“semi-skilled” category, which indicates that
the labour force predominantly possesses a
low share of intermediate and high skills,
ones that can drive productivity and labour
mobilization. Bridging these gaps is essen-
tial to enable these regions to contribute
more productively to India’s goal of becom-
ing a developed economy by 2047.
Achieving beta convergence in economic
performance and human development is
crucial for the eastern regions to realise their
potential in a developed Indian economy.
These states are plagued by lower perform-
ance in social progress, GDP per capita, the
composition of their economy and weaker
contribution to the skilled workforce. These
underscore the urgent need for state gov-
ernments to intensify their efforts to address
regional disparities, particularly in states
like Bihar and Jharkhand, thereby reduce
inequities and foster shared prosperity
across the eastern part of the country.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Take no chances!

Mpox is becoming a global concern. While there is no need to
push the panic button yet, it is important to remain watchful

health challenge: Mpox, previously known as monkeypox. This viral disease, which

|n the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, the world is now facing another significant

has traditionally been confined to certain regions of Africa, has seen a disturbing rise
in cases across the globe, prompting widespread concern and action from health author-
ities. Mpox is caused by the monkeypox virus, a member of the Orthopoxvirus genus,
which also includes the smallpox virus. The good news is that it is not fatal in most
cases and is curable. There is no specific treatment for mpox but most people recov-
erinafew weeks. Supportive care and pain control can help people with good immune
systems while those with low immunity can recover with medical treatment. While it is
less deadly than smallpox, Mpox can still cause severe illness, especially in those with
compromised immune systems. The virus is primarily transmitted to humans from ani-
mals, but human-to-human transmission can also occur, particularly through direct con-

tact, bodily fluids, respiratory droplets, or contaminat-
ed materials like bedding. Mpox's symptoms include
fever, headache, muscle aches, swollen lymph nodes,
chills, and a distinctive rash that often starts on the
face and spreads to other parts of the body.

As they say, once bitten twice shy, we have just wrig-
gled out of corona pandemic and cannot afford to have
another pandemic. Itis not an epidemic but can become
one if preventive measures are not taken. After a surge
in Mpox cases globally Indian airports have ramped
up surveillance and precautionary measures to miti-
gate the spread of the virus. The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare has issued a nationwide adviso-

ry, urging airports to intensify screening processes and ensure that protocols for iden-
tifying and isolating potential cases are strictly followed. The World Health Organization
(WHO) has reported an uptick in Mpox cases across several regions, with particular
concern in areas where the virus had previously been under control. Travellers exhibit-
ing symptoms such as fever, rash, or swollen lymph nodes are being referred for fur-
ther medical evaluation. Major international airports in cities like Delhi, Mumbai, and
Bengaluru are at the forefront of these preventive measures. Special medical teams have
been stationed at these hubs to conduct rapid assessments and ensure that any sus-
pected cases of Mpox are swiftly isolated and treated. The focus is not just on inbound
passengers; outbound travellers are also being advised to take precautions, particular-
ly if they are heading to regions experiencing outbreaks. While India has not yet report-
ed a significant number of Mpox cases, the proactive measures being implemented at
airports are part of a broader strategy to prevent the virus from gaining a foothold in
the country. Health experts emphasise that early detection and isolation are key to con-
trolling the spread of Mpox, particularly in a densely populated country like India, where
an outbreak could have severe consequences.
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Flowers in full bloom in Amrit Udyan at Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi

RANJAN DIMRI

Another surprise regime

change in neighbourhood

ASHOK K MEHTA

Amid economic distress and a coup, India’s once strong alliance with Bangladesh teeters
on uncertainty, as anti-India sentiment rises and strategic interests hang in the balance

rime Minister Narendra
Modi mentioned in his
Independence Day
speech that India is
worried about devel-
opments in Bangladesh, especial-
ly about the safety of Hindus and
other minorities there. Promptly
Professor Yunus head of
Caretaker Administration called
Modi to reassure him of their
safety. The soft coup in Dhaka, the
fourth in 53 years is almost whol-
ly student-driven following Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina losing
touch with her people and
mounting economic distress. The
killing of 200 and more protestors,
many students, was the proverbial
straw that broke the camel’s back.
COAS Gen Waqur Uz Zaman
was left with only one choice:
order Hasina to flee giving her 45
minutes.
The General must have foreseen
this contingency as “the day
after” scenario. Otherwise, the
speed and orderly nature of the
transition could not have been
possible. The sentiment on the
street is anti-Hasina with the
Sheikh Mujib legacy she nurtured
of freedom from Pakistan
through a liberation war aided by
India would not have been so bit-
terly desecrated. Anti-India feel-
ings largely stem not only from
India’s blind support for Hasina
despite the loss of democratic cre-
dentials but also some griev-
ances that Bangladesh has nursed
mainly like BSF firing on the bor-
der, not sharing Teesta waters and
disallowing use of the Siliguri cor-
ridor.
Most of all, they were peeved by
Home Minister Amit Shah call-
ing Bangladeshis ‘insects’ and
loud advocacy of CAA/NRC.
Giving refuge to Hasina indefi-
nitely could increase the anger
against India. Critical strategic
interests are at stake.Much has
been written about the events of
July and August in Bangladesh.
Astonishing is the importance
attached to conspiracy theories:
naming the US, and CIA covet-
ing St Martin Island which is also
claimed by Myanmar and other
usual suspects, Pakistani, ISI and
China. While some of these play-
ers will certainly fish in troubled
water, it is the role of Islamists and
jihadi organisations India must

fear. Even though a Nobel lau-
reate, liberal democrat and
regionalist, Mohammad Yunus
is to lead the caretaker admin-
istration has said he will be
guided by the students and
their leaders Nahid Islam and
Asif Mahmud. The mystery in
this drama is the extent to
which Gen Zaman, a relative
of Sheikh Hasina, was involved
in the coup. No regime change
has occurred in Bangladesh
without the Army either facil-
itating or executing it.
Sheikh Hasina’s greatest
achievement was transforming
Bangladesh once a basket case
into the fastest-growing econ-
omy in South Asia with
human development indices
surpassing all regional coun-
tries except Sri Lanka. Its gar-
ment industry was world-class
till periodic protests and strikes
over wages and COVID began
to wreck it. Bangladesh grew
atassteady 6.5 per cent for two
decades with a per capita
income of USD 2600, much
higher than Indias. But its
growth story ended after it
sought IMF assistance of USD
4.76 bn and inflation crossed
10 per cent.

Trade with India had grown
phenomenally to nearly USD
18 bn. An FTA in the works
for along, had it materialised,
Bangladesh's exports would
have risen 182 per cent. The
largest tourist population
comes from Bangladesh giving

a fillip to medical tourism.
Defence relations have
enhanced miraculously: itisa
story of turning foe into friend.
This is quite extraordinary,
given that Bangladesh used to
portray India as an enemy in
its war games. India has grant-
ed a $500bn LoC for defence
purchases but in Bangladesh’s
layered defence procurement
system controlled by Armed
Forces Division once led by

INDIA IS FACED 3% F20a eoncirstion
WITHA for hai‘dvilare w‘kthl Chlina top-
ping the list at A level.

CHALLENGING  Aircrafi, submarines, tanks,
CONUNDRUNM artillery and other equipment
are mainly of Chinese origin.

IN THE COUNTRY Banglsdeshli(signatizn inldig
array being led by student lead-
ITHELPED  er whose wishes are being
promulgated by the Caretaker
INITS BIRTH. Administration. India is faced
THE GOLDEN PERIOD with a challenging conun-
di h kA helped

rum in the country it helpe:

IN BILATERAL  in its birth. The golden peri-
od in bilateral relations when
RELATIONS - erests were being
WHEN INDIA'S  suitably addressed is bound to
h: ! he fact that the
change given the fact that the
INTERESTS new regime is targeting Sheikh
Hasina and everyone associat-
WERE BEING ed with her or the Awami
SUITABLY _Il-;agléf- Bangiadesh "

at the Bangladesh Army wil

ADDRESSED ' become the conduit for a near-
normal relationship is what
IS BOUND TO India must hope for.
CHANGE Geography and economic

logic also suggest that for
Bangladesh to meet the chal-

lenge of its economic distress
India’s assistance will be nec-
essary. Dhaka will not forget
how New Delhi bailed out
Colombo after its default in
2022 and the student protest
movement which could not

transform Sri Lanka’s polity.
Former only Hindu Chief
Justice of Bangladesh Surendra
Kumar Sinha who was sacked
by Hasina said last week that
everything that has happened
in Bangladesh in the last few
days has been unconstitution-
al and he cited the various
changes brought about by the
Caretaker Administration. In
arevolution or a coup the con-
stitution is one of several casu-
alties. The Administration has
said that institutional reforms
will include reviewing the
constitution before any elec-
tion can take place. All this
will take time. It is the early
days of regime change with the
future clouded with uncertain-
ty. India’s new geo-political
challenge is shaping and it
must now begin engaging rel-
evant stakeholders. What it will
do about Sheikh Hasina and
Awami League will be one of

many challenges.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence
Staff. The views expressed are
personal)

Cyber security: Reducing attack
surfaces in the digital age

As cyber threats become more sophisticated, cybersecurity requires a proactive

. 4%

RIPU BAJWA

approach. Advancing security practices through Zero Trust principles is key

scyber threats contin-
Aue to evolve, it’s impor-

tant to remember
cybersecurity is not a one-
time task but an ongoing
process.Advancing cyberse-
curity and Zero Trust matu-
rity starts by focusing on
three core practice areas:
reducing the attack surface,
detecting and responding to
cyber threats and recovering
from a cyberattack through-
out the infrastructure, includ-
ing edge, core and cloud.
The attack surface refers to all
potential areas in an environ-
ment that a cyber attacker can
target or exploit. These points
can include software vulner-
abilities, misconfigurations,
weak authentication mecha-
nisms, unpatched systems,
excessive user privileges, open
network ports, poor physical
security and more.This is
achieved by minimizing the
potential vulnerabilities and
entry points that attackers can
exploit to compromise a sys-
tem, network or organization
across various domains
including the edge, the core or
the cloud.
Some ways we can strengthen
our security posture:
Apply Zero Trust princi-
ples: Zero Trust is a security

concept centred on the belief
that organizations should not
automatically trust anything
inside or outside their
perimeters and instead must
verify everything trying to
connect to their systems
before granting access.
Organizations can achieve a
Zero Trust model by incorpo-
rating solutions like micro-

i identity and

devices need to be correctly
configured with security best
practices, such as disabling
unnecessary services, using
strong passwords and enforc-
ing access controls, to reduce
the potential attack surface.
Apply the principle of least
privilege: Limit user and
system accounts to only have
the minimum access rights
necessary to perform their
tasks.

Use network segmentation:
Dividing a network into seg-
ments or zones with different
security levels helps contain
an attack and prevents later-
al movement of a cyber threat
by isolating critical assets and
limiting access between dif-
ferent parts of the network.

with the efficiency and scale
needed to deal with the influx
of threats. We can leverage Al
capabilities to help proac-
tively identify and patch vul-
nerabilities, significantly
shrinking the attack surface.
Work with suppliers who
maintain a secure supply
chain: Ensurea trusted foun-
dation with devices and infra-
structure that are designed,
manufactured and delivered
with security in mind.
Suppliers that provide a
secure supply chain, secure
development lifecycle and
rigorous threat modeling keep
you a step ahead of threat
actors.

Educate users and promote
awareness: By proactively
impl. ing these mea-

Ensure security:
Impl

access management (IAM),
multi-factor authentication
(MFA) and security analytics,
to name a few.

Patch and update regularly:
Keeping operating systems,
software and applications up
to date with the latest securi-
ty patches helps address
known vulnerabilities and
minimize the risk of exploita-
tion.

Ensure secure configura-
tion:. Systems, networks and

secure coding
practices, conducting regular
security testing and code
reviews and using web appli-
cation firewalls (WAFs) help
protect against common
application-level attacks and
reduce the attack surface of
web applications.

Utilize AI/ML:

According to the Dell
‘Technologies 2024 Innovation
Catalyst report, 58% of Indian
businesses feel GenAl will
provide automation to help

sures, organizations can effec-
tively reduce the attack sur-
face, helping to mitigate risks
and making it more challeng-
ing for adversaries to exploit
vulnerabilities, enhancing the
overall defence posture
against new and emerging

threats.
(The writer is Director and
General Manager, Data
Protection Solutions, Dell
Technologies India; views are
personal)
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CHANKYA OF INDIAN POLITICS
Madam — As a doyen of literature and
a great administrator, no one can come
close to him for having used “Anna
Arivalayaam” as a treasure of knowledge
center which paved the way for his glo-
rious political career. The gesture from
the Centre will be a welcoming one for
the DMK to feel warmth that a com-
memorative coin of Rs.100 has been
released by the Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh at Chennai to mark the Birth
Centenary of Kalaignar Dr. M.
Karunanidhi.
As a prominent writer and politician, he
served as the CM for over two decades.
His tenure as CM was the longest in the
State’s history by the count of 6863 days.
Whatever one can see as the light and
shade in TN in state’s progress,
Karunanidhi was instrumental for the
same. He has recorded 13 times unbeat-
en in all the contested assembly elections.
He reaped what he sowed and the tall
leader deserves the coin as an honor for
his contributions.

AP Thirvadi| Chennai

DOCTORS’ SAFETY IS PARAMOUNT

Madam— I strongly condemn the recent
horrific incident in West Bengal involv-
ing the heinous crime against an inno-
cent 31 year old junior trainee female
doctor at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata. My heartfelt con-
dolences go to the victim's family. Asa
matter of fact, it is not for the first time
that such horrific incidents take place in
one corner or the other across the coun-

‘We have not forgotten the Nirbhaya case
of Delhi. The other day, police have
booked three persons, including two
women, and detained two of them after
a female doctor was allegedly assaulted
at civic-run Sion hospital in the early
hours of Sunday. Under the circum-
stances, resignations are not the solution
and those who ask for resignation of the
Chief Minister of West Bengal, will
they ask for the resignation of the

M-pox is turning i

o

emergency after its cases took a surge spike

in the African continent particularly. The dis-
ease had reached western continent as well,
recently Sweden too confirmed it's first ever M-
pox infected case along with the USA. So far more
than 1 lakh cases been reported from around 116
countries in total, however the ministry of health

The risk of M-pox is turning as a global health

Maharashtra Chief Minister for this
incident or in Uttarakhand where two
days back a similar incident had hap-
pened? Instead of asking resignations, the
grim situation warrants the urgent need
for enhanced safety measures for health-
care workers throughout the hospitals in
the country.

S K Khosla | Chandigarh

LATERAL ENTRY

Madam — The issue of lateral entry
(Pioneer, 19th Aug. Pg.4) in the
Government services politically assailed
as deprivation to the reserved classes and
through RSS instead of UPSC needs clos-
er examination from administrative
angle and technology gaps in the govern-
ment services cadre. It is not a political
issue.

Neither it forfeits the interests of reserved
classes in the services nor it encroaches
their recruitment in the civil or subor-
dinate services. Already several govern-
ment controlled services relating to
digitisation, advanced technological pro-
jects etc. have been outsourced to the

and family welfare confirmed it's possible
chances as low for India. But we just can’t under-
estimate the risk from M-pox virus. Taking pre-
cautions from one’s own self is the utmost way
to avoid any disease coming to our body. Afthough
there is no such designated cure and vaccine for
it right now, but precautions like smallpox and cow
pox can be adhere for it as well. The zoonotic dis-
eases had turned common after their frequent
transmission from the animals to the mankind,
it is unfortunate that we our own self is respon-
sible for creating this imbalance between our and
animals habitat. Man is itself responsible for the
tragic over exploitation of everything, the conse-
quences are in front of us.
The virus disease from squirrel and monkeys are
now entered in human now, risk prevention and
mitigation had to be implemented on early basis,
to avoid another pandemic for the world.
Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

companies and entities having desired
skills and resources. The patterns of
recruitment of civil and subordinate ser-
vices in the Central and State govern-
ments lacks appointment and engage-
ment of specialised and skilled cadres.
Presently all government services are
being operated digitally through appli-
cations and online mechanisms.
The traditional government services are
red taped and have colonial essence
which are not public oriented. In fact,
UPSC must reform its recruitment sys-
tems for various services to facilitate
appointments of a strong and robust
cadre of technocrats highly specialised
in latest technologies like cyber securi-
ty, fintechs, block chain, metaverse,
cloud, artificial intelligence etc. who can
provide services to all government
departments instead of lateral entries
which will always be despised and
envied within the government cadres.
Vinod Johri | Delhi

Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com




\ CONTRAPUNTO
> Call a meeting, form a committee
-JASPAL BHATTI
System In The Dock

Good that junior medics are calling off their stir. SC's
committee on hospital safety mustn't have tunnel vision

uniormedics arerightly suspending, bit by bit, their stir engendered

by the RG Kar hospital rape-murder: SC yesterday made hospital

safety a national matter, instituting a nodal body tasked with
framing protocols applicable countrywide. But, there are buts...

System’s broke | Large govthospitals like RG Kar are supposedly
better off than smaller ones. In its Indiawide assessment of health-
care facilities this June, National Health Mission reported that
nearly 80% of India’s public health facilities fail tomeet Indian Public
Health Standards (IPHS). NHM covers over 2L such facilities. Asa
new govt assumed office in June, GOI pledged to make 70k hospitals
IPHS-compliant within its first 100 days. GOI must already have a
road map similar to what 8C seeks. Will these be reconciled?

No quick fix | The reason RG Kar medics’ protest resonated
beyond Bengal is because, clearly, system’s broke in big hospitals
too. But public health works in fits and starts,
in silos. For instance, mere months ago, an
NHM review was satisfied with infra in RG

Kar’s gynae-maternity wards. In general,
@ @ standards are low, but public hospitals
remainfunctionalas medical collegesare
the only point of treatment available for most
Indians. SC wants initial reports on Aug 22, But no
magic wand can fix this. Will solving this particular
case make corridors safer? No. Lighting, proper
duty rooms might, for which no committee’s
required. Who’ll fix administrative sloth? In July,
Bengal govt gave RG Kar ¥18cr to start another campus. Why not
fix the existing one first?

No easy solves | Pulling at any one thread will unravel the whole
shebang. Misplaced security priorities, or suggestion of security
guard apparatus, as in private hospitals, can become a new pain
point. Unfettered access to patients’ families in govt hospitals exists
only because staffing is so abysmal that it's family that’s doubling
as ward boys and semi-nurses, running around following doctor’s
ordersand nurse’s directions.

Safety for all | What's left unsaid and invisibilised by hospitals
are senior medics attacking peers or juniors, assaulting nurses or
other staff - crimes seldom reported, tragically normalised. SC
committee’s/GOI's protocol must centre on making hospitals safe for
all - patients, doctors, nurses and every staff member, and visitors.

Collateral Exit

It’s unfortunate that lateral entry into
bureaucracy fell victim to political battles

( ; Ol asking UPSC to cancel its advertisement for lateral entry

recruitments in bureaucracy is a demonstration of how
good policies become collateral damage in political battles.
Pressure from voeal coalition partnersand demands of competitive
politics seem to have precipitated the U-turn. Opposition parties
have been up in arms since Saturday, calling lateral entries a ploy
to deny disadvantaged groups reservation benefits. On Monda;
BJP allies LJP and JDU too came out against it. Significant]
the withdrawal order mentions PM’s commitment to principles of
social justice. And it says absence of a provision for quotas in such
appointments will be reviewed and reformed.
LS results cast a shadow | Pressure from
¢, coalition allies and attacks from opposition
4L IS parties are par for the course in democratic
"I politics. What's new here is BJP’s assessment
that the Constitution/reservation issue cost
it substantially in 2024 LS elections. That
opposition campaign-time charges of a BJP
plan to scrap quotas hit home is evident from
numbers. Of the92seats itlost from its 2019 tally of 303 seats, 29 were
reserved constituencies. In UP, BJP lost 9 of 17 reserved seats. All
this suggests reservations have become an electorally ultra-sensitive
issue for this BJP govt. But, in policy-terms, this can mean an
overemphasis on guotas impacting governance.

Nosubstitute forexpertise | For abureaucratic system employ-
ing thousands, recruitment of 45 specialists was all UPSC set out to
do on Saturday. This too was to be done for a limited period of three
years. A fast-growing economy requires domain expertise in newer,
developing fields. Bureaucrats, drawn from general streams, may
not always be the best choice for such tasks. This is true even for
developed countries like US and UK that regularly hire experts
from outside govt. Lateral recruitment is recommended by Second
Administrative Reforms Ci ission, Sixth Pay C i and Niti
Aayog. The first two bodies predate 2014. If quotas become a factor
inlateral entry jobs where merit is critical, the purpose may be lost.
The cause of social justice can surely survive 45 recruitments.

Wealth and weather

Come deluge or drought, there’s a lot of money
to be made from climate change

Jug Suraiya

The rain in Spain falls mainly on the plain...In Hertford,
Hereford and Hampshire, hurricanes hardly happen, recited
Audrey Hepburn, playing Eliza Doolittle in Hollywood's My
Fair Lady, based on Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion.

Without knowing it, Audrey/Eliza was a prophetic
d weather vane for a highly lucrative business generated by the
vagaries of climate change.

If you don't like the weather, wait five minutes for it to change,

MORE THE MATTER -

LESS THE CHATTER

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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When Heroes Are Villains

Toxic male aggression is responsible for coercing sexual favours out of women in Kerala film
industry, writes a woman filmmaker. Change won't happen unless the predators are punished

Geetha )

The 1929 Kino-eye classic Man with a
Movie Camera by Dziga Vertov was a

being coerced out of women, to get a chance o work in
this industry? Did we not know that to speak up was to
lose the chance to tin the industry? But what could
earlier be dismissed as gossip is now in a govt report,

imentbringingi
the grammar of cinematic means. ll
alsoshowed the cameraman as a heroic
figure striding into a new medium
and participating in creatinganew world. Such wasthe
hopeand joy it encompassed.

Bornand brought up in Kerala, | was not encouraged
personor institution to make films. Still, Vertov
inspired me, Woman with a Video Camera (2004) is my
attempt totake Vertov's filmic experiment a step further:
In 75 years, cinema had become a powerful industry.
I'knew as a film critic that the movie camera is not an
innocent recorder, and as a woman that the movie
camera is not even an innocent constructor of reality
but part of a highly capitalistic, patriarchal and
hierarchical film industry.

Keralaboasts high film literacy. And yet
when I was filming in 2003, there were
hardly any women filmmakers around.
And yet I was hopeful. I saw myself as
intervening in filmmaking

Twenty years later, as | continue to
struggle to make films, [ hear the public

Hema Commlttee also indicates Imw

are empty words. Pay disparities are
dreadful. Some of these problems
affect men too. Many of the issues
are outright criminal

outery that Kerala's film industry is rotten. But the
hope lies inthe fact that Kerala isthe first in the country
tobring outa report on theexploitation women face in
thefilm industry: Despite legal staysanddelaysand the
“mafiasangham”.

OnMonday, the Hema Committee report, submitted
in2019 by retired KeralaHC judge, Justice K Hema, actor
T Sarada and former bureaucrat KB Valsalakumari,
was finally released. It was upon the demand of the
Women in Cinema Collective that govt had formed this
commission in 2017, to study the condition of women in
the film industry. WCC itself was formed earlier that
year, in response to the horrifying sexual attack on a
famous female actor, inamoving vehiclenear Kochi,

The harsh reality of violence pervades the entire
report, even as it feels like it's repeating things that we
always knew. Did we not know that sexual favours were

omen their very raw personal
experiences beforea govt committee.

For many of us who grew up hea-
ring cautionary tales about the big
bad world of films (and thus
tried to keep ourselves
away) but were proud
tocomefromaland
with a strong
sense  of

workers' rights, what is
truly shocking is the many basic
human rights violations detailed in the report. From
deplorable working conditions to lack of basic wages.
The industry that everyone is lauding for racing towards
the f100cr clubshould hang its head in shame.

The toxic male aggression that so-called associa-
tions and unions practise includes favouritism,

cronyism, banning, bullying, bantering and black-
mailing. Contracts and promised remunerations are
empty words, Pay disparities are dreadful. Some of
these problems affect men too, Many of the issues are
outright eriminal.

But perhaps what is most significant is that the
report also pinpoints an unholy nexus of powerful male
producers, directors and actors. Looks like the dream
merchants have fulfilled their potential of becominga
‘mafia gang’. Men and women are but pawns for them,

and when the dreams are male the woman becomes
the object of that desire. Sexualised objects notonly
on-screen butalsooff-sereen.

Ttisironic thatthe Hema Committes report opens
withacaution: “Donot trust what yousee.” Unfortuna-
tely, we ‘film people’ are in the game of seeing. We

belong to a medium where to borrow from Lz
Mulvey, man is thebearer of the ‘look’ and woman
is characterised by her ‘looked-at-ness’. This
blurs the reel and the real. We find it diffi-
culttobreak thatgaze. eget seduced by
it, some are hounded by it. But you might
be tolerated as long as you do not demand
yourrights.

As a woman filmmaker, while I may
nothaveexperienced the ghastly experi-
ences that other actors and technicians

have, I have my own share of struggles.
Suffice to say for now that when I made
Run Kalyani (2019), my first feature
fiction, and submitted it for most of
the awards and festivals in Kerala, I
feltITmigl well have not made the
film.I'wondered what kindof erasure
this was, especially when the film
went on to receive international
awards and warm reviews from
acrossIndia.

Erasure is a weapon too, a
subtle but highly damaging one
against a person’s sense of self.

And men use it not just in

domestic spaces. In fields that
are highly competitive, the weapon
isintended to keep women out

Where can we go from here? Maybe govt will actually
accept recommendations like the setting up of an
independent tribunal to address women's grievances,
mandatory contracts and gender training programmes.
But only if exploiters are made aceountable will there be
change. Some problems can and should be dealt with
swiftly, like ensuring the basic safety and security of all
film industry workers. Others are too deep-rooted to be
solvedwithout an ideological transformation.

Thewriter teches Film Practiceat Newcastle University, UK
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Why India Can Be The Perfect Peacemaker In Ukraine

This is Modi's chance to redefine Indian national interest and show global leadership,
writes a British politician who advised Tony Blair & ran New Labour’s campaign

Peter Mandeison

PM Modi's visit to Ukraine represents
ahistorical opportunity for Indiato step
up, build on its non-aligned heritage
andbecomea global

‘borders end nowhers
imperial mindset
Ukrainians want to live in a free, democratic and
independent country, and not under a foreign authori
tarian system that Mnsmw wmw: to impose on them.
India, which aged o gain its indepen

" This reflects his Greater Russia

For thelast twoyears, Indiaand the
West have had disagreements on how
todeal with the Russian invasion of Ukraine. While US,
UK and EU have repeatedly asked India to condemn
Russiaand tojoin Westernsanctions, Ihi
has been keen to preserve hoth its security
and economic relationship with Moscow.

New Delhi will inevitably defend what it
regardsas itsownnational interest. Foralong
time, it probably made more sense for India not
to take too strong a stand on what it perceived
as afaraway conflict.  have frequently heard
friends inIndiaexplainingtome that the West
rarely invests heavily inresolving conflicts in
the Global South, so why should the Global
South be involved in resolving conflicts in
the West?

Two-and-a-half years afterthe start of the
full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine, three
paradigm shifts have oceurred, which may
have an impact on [ndia’s position and lead
GOI to define India’s national interest in a
different way.

First, it has now become clear that despite what
Moscow has been claiming, this is not a war between
Russia and the West. This w reality, is a colonial
warbeing waged by Russiaon Ukraine. Moscow cannot
countenance the idea that a territory it once con
governed and coerced should have the right
free and independent state. One of Puti
during this year’s presidential elections was “Russia’s

dencefrom the British hmpll‘(‘ sl\uuld understand this
determination for freedom better than anybody else
The Global South in general and India in particular
have a leading role to play to ensure that imperialism

d ialism must remain i the past.
Second, the relationship between Russia and China
has now evelved into a proper, “no limit: ;zm]x)llhr‘a\
and military alliance, supported by North Korea
Iran. These countries are forming a consolidated mu
demoeratic axis that is prepared to ignore the rule of law,
human rights and the sanctity of international borders.
Itis in India's strategic and geopolitical interest to
ensure that such an alliance does not dominate the

Global South and threaten India’s territorial integrity.
As one of the largest economies in the world, India
must now show leadership in promoting regional and
global stability. With power comes responsibility.

Last but not least, Modi is one of the few political
leaders in a position to broker a peace deal between
Moscow and Kyiv. There is nodoubt that the resolution
of the conflict will be dictated by the military situation
on the ground, and that we are still far away from the
moment when both parties will be ready to sit down at
the same table, negotiate, and eventually find
a peace deal. But this time will eventually
come, ’H]d itis high time to start building this
bridge

HP(MI\PM their stand, eurrent political
leaders from the West and China are not well
placed to mediate a peace deal. This leaves
three potential global actors: Modi, Erdogan of
Tiirkiye, o i s politician
specialised in mediation. Modi is certainly
best placed because of India’s size and
influence, as well as the trust and personal
relationships he has been able to build over
time with international leaders.

The world would benefit immensely from
the resolution of this war, and so would India.
It would raise the world’s largest democ
toaposition of global influence. Overthe la:
decade, we have seen asharpinerease in India's prospe-
rity, international trade and economic and cultural
ath ion. For the first time in its modern history,
India could also become a global peace-broker. Tt would
undoubtedly be in India’s national interest.

Modi has famously i
But it is one of dialogue and diplomac
time for India toact to bring this vision to life. His visit
to Ukraine could bea first step in this direction
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Who Is My Heart Waiting For.

talked of following your heart. He
“Don’t be trapped by degma—
is living with the results of
other people’s thinking. Don’t let the to 2

Narayani Ganesh
said

owoften have we heard it said,

“Follow Your heart*? Then what

becomes of the mind, the
intellect, the fulerum of all our

£

noiseof other

thoughts and actions? The heartbeats

Mark Twain, adding, “In the spring1 have counted one hundred and thirt;
different kindsof weather inside of four and twenty hours.”

Like hiscreation, Huckleberty Finn, Twain might have been given toelabora-
ting on the truth. But the increasing changeability of climate has proved a huge

windfallfor Wall St in the formof hedge funds specialisi
(3Ya) ) derivatives' and ‘catastrophe bonds', shortened to‘cat bonds
\\_j Both are tradable ﬁmm-nl instruments that can act as insurance
against extrem ial and social uphea.
vals these could bring in their turbulent wake.
" The demand for such funds is said to have
SECOIIdO PINION pole vaultedby over 260% last year, resulting ina
————————— currenttotal valuation of $23bn.

Asthe founder and CEO of aclimate rance fund put it, “There’s heigh-
tened fragility from direct weather volatility; supply-chain issues, inflation,
geopolitics. It means that weaths neatupabigger partof the bottomline noy

Investors in climate funds include farmers, who want financial protection
against droughts or floods that could damage their crops and result in a bitter
harvest. Travel agents, tour operators, and others in the booming fourist
industry are also buying into a market that they hope will safeguard them
from too many rainy days, or other climatic deterrents to holiday-makers,

Justhow chancy agamble weatherhas become is underlined by an apologia
reportedly featured in a West Asian daily: We regret that today's weather report
is not available due to the weather. Whether the weather report is available
tomorrow will depend on the weather:

Thejob of climate insurers isto remove, or reduce, the whether inthe weather.

topump blood throughout the body and
works ceaselessly from beginning till
theveryend. It is said the mind, though
arising out of brain function, does not
reside in thebrain, and se it may be
possibletodownload the mind for
futurereferen ut the heart, onceit
stops beating, ceases its funetion. Which

yourown inner voice. And most
important, have the courage to follow
your heartand intuition.”
Ithought that the Buddhist
HeartSutra was allabout the
heart.In fact, it talksof how
form is shunyata, empti-
ness, and emptiness is
form. That is, ultimately, all
phenomena are shunyata.

thatare central to Buddha's teachings.
That is why when wesay, the heartof
the matter, it means whatever is crucial

important aspect of anything. And the
heart is also seen as being the heart of
emotions. A rational mind might not

athand.
of thematter.

opinions drown out

for Fridays, a

chand as th

is wh E thepossi- Known througl
bility of Instdllmblnmd functions into
robots, the heart dimension getsleft
out and to be robotic becomes
synonymous with being without feeling
‘We use the heart symbol to express
love, affection and compassion. Does
not the mind allow for these emotions?

fiveaggregates of human

existence —form, feeling, volitions,
perceptions and consciousness, All are
of dependentorigination, sa;
Avalokiteshwara to Sariputra. Therefo-
re, theheart hereisa
indicate that the sutra contains the core

tohigher

Evena technocrat lik Jobs

its insights

Insouthern parts of India, especially
inTamil Nadu, the daily practice is to
createan alpana infrontof the
home. A differentdesign is
drawn in front of the home
altar, with the sacred Hridaya
Kamalam design reserved
s tribute to
Lakshmi, goddess of
abundance. Meaning the
THE SPEAKING TREE heartof thelotus, the s
Hridaya Kamalam signifies
the belief thatas the lotus in the heart
begins to bloom, 80 too, one progresses
on the spiritual path, experiencing
core concepts that lead to evolvement

Itis clear that the heart hasalways
‘Dbeen ametaphor for thecore, themost

ubmit tolove, but one who
follows the heart can be said to bemore
romantically inclined, for logicand
reason take abackseat when chemistry
andemotions come Intoplay. Love as
emotion is notsuch abad thing, asitis
alsorelated to devotional love, as the
divine, pure love that gopis had for their
beloved Krishn, symbolising the
attraction of jivatma to Pa tma.
Love issaid to work miracles.
Kailash Satyarthi, child rights activist,
you should follow your heart, and
themind will follow you. Believe in
yourself, and you will create miracles.
Which is why most love songs and
poems exalt the heart as the focal point.
Henee K-pop idol Jimin, in hisnew
album Muse, asks, ‘Whoismy heart
waiting for
ganeshnarayaniyahoo.com

mind
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Policy missteps
Modi must practice consultative governance

HE recent series of policy reversals by the
Modi government signals more than just
missteps; it underscores the shifting sands
beneath the once seemingly invincible
thrane of the BIP-led administration. Inthe
past two weeks, the government has been compelled to
withdraw the contentious Waq f Bill, refer the Broadcast
Bill to a parliamentary panel for review, and most
notably. backtrack on its lateral entry policy — moves
that reflect a growing realisation that its governance is
now bound by the constraints of coalition politics
The first reversal came with the withdrawal of the
Wagf Bill which had sparked concern among minority
communities and Opposition parties. Perceived as an
attempt to centralise control over Wagf properties, it
faced strong resistance, leading the Centre to pull it back
to avoid further alienating its allies. Soon after, the
Broadcast Bill, which aimed to regulate digital content
and media, was criticised for its potential to curb press
freedom. Sensing the growing unease among its part-
ners and the media, the government chose a more cau-
tious approach, opting for a review rather than a direct
push. Themost telling U-turn is on the lateral entry pol-
icy, designed to bring private sector experts into top gov-
ernment positions. Initially hailed as a move to infuse
fresh talentinto the bureaucracy. it faced abacklashover
concerns of cronyism and a lack of transparency. Faced
with mounting criticism and pressure from within its
ranks, the government hasnow quietly shelved the plan.
This new reality calls for a more consultative
approach to governance. The Modi-led government
must shed its hubris and engage in genuine dialogue
with all stakeholders before pushing through policies
that have far-reaching consequences. The govern-
ment's strength should lie not in imposing its will
but in navigating the complexities of coalition poli-
ties with wisdom and humility.

Rightingawrong

Supreme Court exposes HC overreach

HERE was an air of inevitability about the

Supreme Court setting aside an order of the

Caleutta High Court in which the latter had

not only acquitted an accused in a sexual

assaultcase butalso advised adolescent girls
to control their sexual urges. Having taken suo motu
cognisance of the contentious verdidt, the apex court
hadsaid in December last year that whilewriting a judg-
ment, the judgeswere not expected to preach or express
their personal views. The bottom line is that any ruling
should be based on the merits of the case, not the preju-
dices and perceptions of the judges. After all, the Bench
is not a pulpit and should not be treated as ane.

It isappalling that aDivision Bench of the high court
chogetogermoniseandwenttotheextent of saying that
‘inthe eyes ofthe society, she (every femaleadolescent)
is the loger when she gives in to enjoy the sexual pleag-
ure of hardly two minutes’. Reeking of insensitivity,
this cbservation was no doubt objectionable as well as
unwarranted. It seems thatthesejudges were blissfully
unaware of the Supreme Court's Handbook on Com-
bating Gender Sterectypes, which was released in
August last year. It offers much-needed guidance on
how to avoid harmful gender stereotypes, particularly
those about women, in judicial decision-making and
writing. A bigger push by the SC is needed to ensure
that this document is widely circulated and readby var-
jous stakeholders in courts across the country.

What's worrisome isthat high courts continue to come
up with cutrageous statements despite being rapped by
thetopmost judiciary. In 2017, for instance, the Delhi High
Court had shockingly chserved that a woman's feeble
‘no’ may mean ‘yes’. Judges who stoop so low are a dis-
grace to the judiciary. Amid its welcome intervention in
the Kolkata rape-murder case, the SCwould dowell tolay
greater emphasis on gender sensitisation.

OPINION
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Don't lower the bar in pursuit of excellence

Affimmative policies should be aimed at enabling the disadvantaged

SHYAM SARAN
FORMER FOREIGN SECRETARY

NE of the most diffi-
cult challenges for
any sodety, but
especiallyadevelop-
ing society, is achiev-
ing the right balance between the
pursuit of excellence and the
demand for equity and inclusion.
The pursuit of excellence
demands high standards and
‘merit-based selection. A policy of
inclusivity leads to affirmative
action to elevate the opportunities
for disadvantaged sections of sock-
ety. Ideally, such affirmative poli-
cies should be aimed at enabling:
the disadvantaged to achieve the
highest standards possible
through preferential education,
skilling and trmining support
This may be mare i

Creating and running such
islands of excellence may deliver
good results in the short term,
but they tend to remain islands,
minus an ecosystem of high-
quality education, trining and
skill acquisition. India’s highly
acclaimed space and nuclear pro-

are zones of

but in the longer run mare
rewanding both for sodety and
the individuals concemed. This
would also engender intangible
pains in enabling these individu-
als and the communities they
come from to enjoy enhanced
respect and self-esteem.

The politically easier route to
follow is to aim at greaterinchusiv-
ity through lowernng of entry
standards in 2 wide range of prm-
fessional institutions and activi-
ties, including those engaged in
imparting education and capaci-
ty-building. This invariably sets
in motion a cumulative down-
ward dynamic of falling standards
and lowered entry requirements
at each successive stage. Since a
modern economy with advancing
technalogical imperatives cannot
do without a highly qualified
workforce, one ends up with

g islands of

in a sea of mediocrity. This may
also be the fate of the currently
celebrated  Global Capability
Centres mushmooming in India,
In India, affimative policies are
rightly the responsibility of the
state, The private sector has so far
been able to avoid having to follow
similar policies. In the public sec-
tor; we have already witnessed the
downward dynamic referred to
earlier When I joined the Indian
Foreign Service (TFS}in 1970, the
age requirement for entry was the
21-M bracket, with two chances
for appearing in the dvil service
examinations, The personal inter-
view was given much greater
weightage — 400 marks in the
case of the IFS and 300 forthe [AS,
Even if a candidate passed with
high marks in the written exams
a below-the-passing-grade in the
interview for the IFS meant dis-
k ion. For the reserved cat-

either exempt from the obser-
vance of affirmative policies or
which have token representation
of disadvantaged communities,

egories, the marking was separate
from the general category. They
did not compete with the latter
Currently, the age bracket in the

Thanks to the
pragmatic policiesit
adopted, China today
hasapool of talent and
scholarship thatis
second only to the US.
India has fallen behind.

peneral catepory is 21-32, with
six attemptsallowed within this
limit. For the OBC category, the
age limit goes up to 35 and with
nine attempts allowed. For
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes, the upper age limit
has been raised to 37, with
unlimited attempts permitted.
The personal interview has lost
its relevance since even a zem
grade would not disqualify a can-
didate as long as he has sufficient-
Iy high grades in the written
exams. There are no studies or
datato showwhether the progres-
sive lowering of entry conditions
both for the general and reserved
categories has served the objec
tiveof greater inclusion and social
enquity. Anecdotal evidence points
to mounting economic and social

iiiFf

hould reverttothe 2124 bracket. stock

inequalities and persistent caste
and gender discrimination. There
has been a steady decline in the
quality of state capacity and gov-
ernance. A civil servant joining
any ofthe All-India or Central Ser-
vices at the age of 32 is unlikely to
be moulded into the culture and
ethos of the civil services. The
wide age disparities among the
entrants does not encourage the
kind of honding that the younger
entrants developed whiletraining
together. What would a 21-year-
old have in common with a 37
yearold colleague?

Inthe state civil service, the sit-
uation is worse, The age bracket
is from 21 to the ripe old age of 40!

The govemment and the pub-
Tie sector play the most eritical
mle in managing a country of
the complexity of India, facing
challenges that demand excep-
tional skills and ahilities. The
current policies are neither
delivering sodaljustice nor good
govemance. That is short-chang-
ing the country and its people.

Human resource is the most
important resource a country
has, Thisis not a cliché, It is the
only resource which grows as itis
expended. During the turbulent
Cultural Revolution (1966-76) in
China, Mao encouraged the den-
igration of intellectuals, scien-
tists and experts. It was “better to

toachieve higheststandards possible

be Red than an Expert”. Educa-
tional institutions were dosed
and intellectuals and profession-
als and students were all sent
down 1o the countryside to learn
from the masses. An entire gen-
eration was lost to the country,
One of the first reforms that Chi-
neseleader Deng Xlaopingintro-
duced when he assumed power
in 1976 was to reopen education-
al institutions, rehabilitate intel-
lectuals and professionals and
begin sending thousands of Chi-
nese youth, year after year, tothe
best universitiesin the West. Chi-
na's own educational institu-
tions eagerly sought the services
of top foreign academics and
teachers toeducatethe incoming
peneration of the Chinese, Sever-
al Indian-American scientists
and academics were also invited
to spend part of the academic
year in China, paid generous
compensation and enabled to
carry out teaching and research
in the manner they were accus-
tomed to do in the US. In India,
they are not particularly wel-
come. Thanks to the pragmatic
policies it adopted, China today
has a pool of talent and scholar-
ship that is second only to the
US. India has fallen behind.

So,what needs to bedone? First,
itisnot enough to setup more uni-
versities, institutes of technology
and centres of excellence. Greater
effort is needed to provide univer-
sal hiph-quality primary and sec-
ondary education which will then
feed into tertiary institutions

Second, children entering the
education stream need to have
good nutrition and healtheare so
that they are not stunted both
physically and mentally. With-
out this strong base, the top-
heavy structures we create will
topple over eventually.

And three, the state sector
must strive to be the most capa-
ble, dispensing high-quality gov-
ernance through the best snd the
brightest the country has to offer.

To begin with, the age limit
for civil services aspirants
should revert to the 21-24
bracket — before young minds
get set in their ways.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Failure of dyarchy

AS an effective exposure of the ‘reformed’ regime, the highly
interesting evidence given by CY Chintamani before the
Reforms Enquiry Committee completes the process begun by
the evidence of SM Chitnavis from the Central Provinces, Chint-
mani is the fourth ex-Minist ined by the Cr i s0
far, and the story he tells is substantially identical with that told
by the other three. Like each of the other three, he is able to
make a special contribution of his own tothe interesting volume
of evidence bearing on the manner in which dyarchy has been
worked. The veil which has hitherto shrouded the relations
between the Ministers on the one hand and the Governor and
his Executive Councillors on the other is at last tom asunder and
the public has a vision of the reality in all its nakedness. Chit-
navis, aswe have seen, complained of there beingno ministryin
the proper sense of the term, ofa complete absence of corporate
respansibility, of the Governor having far too excessive powers
over the administration of the transferred subjects, powers
greater than he possessed in relation to the Executive Council-
lors, of the existence of the official bloe, not only generally but
in relation to the transferred subjects, and lastly and above all,
of the severe and cramping restrictions imposed by the Finance
Department. Mr Kelkar went a step farther and complained that
not only were the members of the Executive Coundil treated
preferentially as compared with the Ministers, but even the
departmental heads and Secretaries, who were the Minister's
cofficial subordinates, were so treated.
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The noblest search is the search for excellence. —Lyndon Bjolnson

Whenawoman doctor
got instantjustice
BrIG ADVITYA MADAN (RETD)

1,500 troops. Theline from Shakespeare’s play Hen-

7y IV couldn't have been more relevant for me:
‘Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown’. The battalion
was not a homogenous entity, unlike a normal infantry
unit. Tnstead, it was an integrated battalion group com pris-
ing officers and soldiers from various arms and services,
The unit also included several women doctors and nursing
officers. Considering myself responsible for their safety
and security, Larranged separate accommodation for them,

Hardly a month had elapsed when a female doctar
approached me with a knotty problem. *Sir, Ifind this piece
of paper at the threshold of my roam every marning. It has
been happening for a few days now,’ she said. I read the
contents, which left me shell-shocked. The remarks about
the doctor's looks were just not acceptable in the Army. 1
set out to catch this predator on the prowl. I didn't reveal
the matter to anyone except my close confidant, the adju-
tant, to ensure the secrecy of the operation

My adjutant’s forensic abilities were on display as he
tried to match the handwriting samples of several sus-
pects without ruffling any feathers, The culprit seemed
to be smarter than us. The note bore a different hand-
writing every night. During my evening stroll, I noticed
an old tank permanently parked in the vicinity of that
doctor's room. Reminded of the Trojan Horse, my plan
of action was ready. I called for my most trusted havil-
dar, a burly Sikh soldier. I ordered him to sit huddled
inthe tank while keeping a strict vigil from thedriver's
compartment every night.

Three nights passed without success. On the fourth
night, the hawkish eyes of the soldier spotted someone
emerging from the bushes in the dark and walking
towards the doctor’s room. The havildar silently lifted
the cupola of the tank and pounced upon him, catching
him by the scruff of the neck. The offender was brought
to my room at 3 am on a pitch-dark night. The havildar
it up his face with a torch. T was dumbfounded. He
turned out Lo be the cook of the headquarters company
who had joined us from some other battalion. T got him
marched up the very next day in full public view during
the PT parade and made him apologise to the doctor. T
gave him the stringent punishment of 28 days’ rigorous
imprisonment and packed him off back home to India,
sending out aterse message to all.

Though the psychopaths invalved in the Kolkata case
deserve tobe hanged for their gut-wrenching crime, the wheels
of justice must move faster in a time-bound manner to send a
chill down the spines of the eriminal elements in sodety.

ON:; UN mission, T commanded a large contingent of
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Ensure safety of health workers
Apropos of ‘Doctors’ strike’; it is unfartu-
nate that doctors often get shoddy treat-
ment from patients and their kin Worse
vet, the government has long ignored the
medics’ well-placed concerns about their
safety. We cannot afford to let our health-
care workers; who toil day and night to
serve us, continue working in unsafe con-
ditions. The onus is on the government to
shield medical professionals from abuse
and violence. Besides, the general masses
must also act responsibly when dealing
with health professionals.

RAMESH GUPTA, NARWANA

Don't ignore plight of doctors
The rape and murder of a young doctor in
Kolkata have ignited a firestorm, and
rightly so. It is unfortunate that our health-
care workers have been compelled to strike
work and take to the streets to call for jus-
tice, as the government continues to dither,
Tt is a pity that ourdortors, the very people
who save lives, remain vulnerable to vio-
lence while on duty. Their demand for a
safe working environment is legitimate
The authorities concerned cannot afford to
ignore the medieal professionals’ plight
anymore. It is time for swift, stringent
action to set a strong precedent,

SEWA SINGH, AMRITSAR

End crimes against women
The brutal rape-murder of a young doctor at
a state-run hospital in Kolkata just days
before the nation celebrated its T8th Inde-
pendence Day isa disgrace. It must prompt
us to ask ourselves: Why are the girls and
women in this country still not safe? Proba-
bly, it is so because our laws are not strin-
gent. Or maybe it is because the judiciary
failed to make an example of those who com-
mitted such heinous acts in the past. But
enough is enough. The government author-
ties and politicians must take concrete
measures to end crimes against women
MALKEET KAUR, PATIALA

Have no faith in politicians
The heinous Kolkata incident has rightly
drawn condemnation from all quarters of

society. But make no mistake. Our politi-
cians are least concerned about the safety
of doctors or women, All they care about is
securing votes and winning elections. Isn't
it strange that the same politicians who
want the perpetrator of the Kolkata horror
brought to justice have no problem with
Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh, who has been convicted of
raping two of his female disciples, being let
out of jail ahead of elections in Haryana?
‘WG CDR J5 MINHAS (RETD), MOHALI

Modi’s balancing act
AsPrime Minister Narendra Modi embarks on
a crucial visit to Ukraine, the stakes are high.
Several Indian lives have already been lost in
the ongoing conflict. The PM has done well to
stress the importance of dialogue and diplorma-
cy. But India’s strategic autonomy and pro-
Russia leanings have understandably raised
y ing the civilian i
in Kyiv while maintaining good ties with
Moscow. Modi is walking a tightrope. 1t
remains to be seen for how long the PM can
perform this balancing act. as the Indian
nationals recruited in the Russian army are yet
10 be discharged Modi must exert pressure on
Moscow torelease them. This visit is an oppor-
tunity for India to assert its role asa peace bro-
ker. But delicate diplomacy is required to navi-
gate webofallia i
Only time will tell if the PM's visit turns out to
be a step towards peace or a misstep in the
geopolitical minefield.

GURDEV SINGH, BY MAIL

Check cyber trade of illegal arms
Refer to ‘Online arsenal’; cyber-savvy
criminals tend to be a few steps ahead of
law enforcement and probe agencies. It is
high time that the government authorities
tock a serious view of the unchecked trade
of illegal arms through the dark web. As
border states, Punjab and Rajasthan can ill
afford to ignore the risks associated with
the rise of web-based apps and dark web
marketplaces. Worryingly, it is not known
how far and wide these criminals have
spread their tentacles. The powers that be
must act promptly torein in the menace.
BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

Letters to the Editor, typedin double space, should not exceed the 200word lmit,
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mail te: Letters@tribunemail.com
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NDIA reports 86 cases
of sexual assault on
women every day,
according to govern-
ment data. The actual
figure could be much high-
er. And no one would dis-
pute that sexual assault is
an everyday occurrence in
the country. The Kolkata
rape-murder has triggered
nationwide protests. PM
Narendra Modi has
appealed to the head of
Bangladesh’s interim gov-
ernment to ensure the safe-
ty of minorities there, but
he is yet to make a direct
comment on the Kolkata
horror, despite doctors stay-
ing away from work and
threatening to suspend
emergency services and 71
Padma awardee doctors
writing to him to seek his
intervention. In his Inde-
pendence Day speech, he
had stressed the need to
end  atrocities  apainst
women in general
Women make up around 30
per cent of the doctors and 80
per cent of the nursing staff
in India. Though the Indian
Medical Association has
called for hospitals to be

Ehg El‘lhune CHANDIGARH E\VEDNESDAYQIAUGUSTEUEA‘I

declared safe zones with
security measures akin to
those at airports and courts,
such steps may not be
enough. After all, women are
abused everywhere, from
sports coaching centres to
public transport and even in
their own homes and at
police stations

‘Reclaim the Night' had a
spontanecus and  emotive
appeal. Kolkkata had not expe-
nenced a telling moment like
this in a long time. But going
by the NCRB data, 85 other
cases may have happened
that day, August 9. The last
few days alone have wit-
nessed a series of crimes
apainst women across the
country. Anurse was alleged-
ly raped and killed while
returninghome fromwork in
Uttarakhand; her body was
recovered last week A
teenage gil was allegedly
gangraped and murdered in
Bihar. Her mutilated body
was found near a pond at a
village in Muzaffarpur dis-
trict. A 16-year-old girl was
repartedly gangraped inside
@ bus in Dehradun. And a
female doctor was assaulted
at Mumbai's Sion Hospital
by an inebriated patient and
his relatives.

We as a nation express
selective mge and  then
quickly move on. We light
candles on certain anniver-
saries and forpet the rest, Tt is
true that we cannot rise in
protest BB times a day. But
certain  tragic  incidents
become the tipping point
And the people in power who

OPED
Women's safety at workplace

4

UPROAR: The Kolkata rape-murder has triggered nationwide protests. rn

are undeniably responsible
for such crimes, have perfect-
ed theart of deflection. Troni-
cally, West Bengal CM Mama-
ta Banerjee, who holds the
Home and Health port folios.
has called for swift justice in
the Kolkata case.

West Bengal has long per-
petuated a culture of political
mafia to termorise the public.
On the night of August 14, a
mob stormed the hospital in
Kolkata where the murder
was committed, vandalising
property and assaulting doc-
tors and staff members.
Many of the vandals arrested
are said to be members and
volunteers of the ruling par-
ty in the state

Besides, we have seen men
convicted of gangraping a
pregnant  woman,  Bilkis

Rape has been an
established weapon
of patriarchal state
violencein conflict
zones in Indiaand
other countries.

Bano, and murdering her
family members during the
2002 Gujarat riots walk out of
jail on remission granted by
the Gujarat Government and
be greeted with garands
The Supreme Court had to
step in and restore the life
sentences for them.
Wrestler Vinesh Phogat
recently received arousing
welcome upon her return
from Paris not only because
of her performance on the
mat (though she could not
secure an Olympic medal)
butalso because of the larg-
er battle waped by her and
other ace wrestlers against
sexual harassment by for-
mer Wrestling Federation
of India (WFT) chief and six-
time BJP MP Brij Bhushan
Sharan  Singh. In an

expected development,
despite international
scrutiny, Brij Bhushan's
proxy had won the WFI
elections last year. And he
continues to call the shots.
Safety at the workplace or a
public place is not something
that India has ever taken seri-
ously. Every safety mecha-
nism here is broken. Some
studiesindicate that a mere 20
per cent of India’s 46.5 crore-
strong workforee is covered
under the health and safety
network. A study conducted
by the British Safety Council
says that 80 percent of India’s
workforce is exposed to an
unsafe work envimnment.
According to a study by the
Intemational Labour Organi-
sation, only 21 per cent of the
factories in India have sepa-
rate toilets for men and
women. Facilities for men-
strual hygiene are woefully
inadequate. And the lack of
arrangements for proper san-
itation prevents women from
fully partiipating in the
workforee, While the employ-
ability of women stands at 51
per cent, their workforce par-
ticipation isjust 36 per cent
India ranked 128th out of
146 countries in the Global
Gender Gap Report 2024
The country has been
placed at the 142nd posi-
tion in terms of economic
participation and opportu-
nities for women.
Employers are usually
indifferent to the living con-
ditions of employees, And
there are no policies in gov-
ernment or corporate sectors

ored fortoo long

that measure employee satis-
faction on their work and liv-
ing conditions

Rape has been an estab-
Tished weapon of patriarchal
state viclence in conflict
zones in India and other
countries. It has been 20
years since the gangrape
and murder of Thangjam
Manorama in Manipur by
soldiers of the Assam Rifles,
The incident had triggered
mass  protests.  Twelve
women had disrobed in front
of the Assam Rifles head-
quarters in Imphal, forcing
then PM Manmohan Singh
to rush to the state and call
for humane Iaws to replace
the draconian Armed Forees
Special Powers Act (AFSPA}
which grants sweeping
immunity to security forces
But not one persan has been
convicted so far And the
AFSPA remains in force,
Three Kuki women were
allegedly paraded naked and
sexually assaulted by a Meit-
i mob last year. The matter
is still being investigated.
The survivors had sought
police help, but they were
left to face the mob.

In Mahasweta Devi's Dmau-
padi, the protagonist refuses
toput on her dothes after she
istakenintocustodyandthen
raped by soldiers. “What's
the use of clothes? You can
strip me, but how ean you
dothe me apain? Are you a
man?" she says. From
Hathras to Kolkata, the
autenomy and independent
agency of women are being
stripped at every stage

Realism, strategic interests should dictate India-China ties

JAYADEVA RANADE
PRESIDENT, CENTRE FOR CHINA
ANALYSISAND STRATEGY

realistic  assess-
‘ment of the cur-
rent state of
India-China rela-
jons is necessary
amid the apparent arches-
trated pleas urging India to
ease travel and import
restrictions on Chinese per-
sonnel and goods. Since its
military  adventure  in
Ladakh in April 2020, Bei-
jing has consistently sought
normalisation of relations,
especially economic, setting
agide the situation on the
border. Over the past couple
of months, various business
sectors, reinforced by argu-
ments advanced by some
economists and media
reports, have echoed Chi-
na's demands.

There is a negligible
prospect of an improvement
in India-China relations in
the near future. The absence
of communication for over
t the highest lev-
's recent protest

against economic assistance
to projects in  Arunachal
Pradesh and other border
regions-on the specious pre-
text that they are disputed —

are brazen examples. On the
contrary, they point to China
expanding the areas of pres-
sure on India.

The hilateral relationship
has been subjected to consid-
erable strain ever since Bei-
jing decided that it will
attempt to foreibly take the
teritories it claims and com-
pel India to acquiesce to Chi-
nabeingthe leading power in
the region. China has simul-
taneously redoubled efforts
to establish dominance over
Asia. These developments
have coincided with the view
in the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) leadership that
India has drawn uncomfort-
ably close to the US. Addi-
tionally, Beijing sees India as
adopting a tougher, unyield-
ing stance, which includes
building defences along the
border as well as initiating
stepsto dose off the burgeon-
ing Tndian market to China,
Beijing views these as unwel-
come steps, but considers
that Tndia does not yet pose a
serious challenge.

Thesituation on the border
has also not changed; 60.000-
70000  troops remain
deployed on the front lines.
The Chinese have built addi-
tional accommodation to bil-
let reinforcements and new
advanced weaponry and mil-
ftary units continue to be
inducted. Border defence
infrastructure is being built
at a frenetic pace with plans
to build 35 military or dual-
use airports and major arteri-
al railways and roads along

LONG HAUL: Extemal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with his Chinese countemart Wang Yi. There is

aneglighle prospect of an improvementin IndiaChina relations in the near future. ax

the border in Tibet. Chinese
President Xi Jinping's atti-
tude towards India, signalled
on the opening day of the
0th Party Congress in Octo-
ber 2022, with the screening
of a video of the fateful Gal-
wan clash of June 2020, has
not altered.

In a cosmetic attempt to
show that China wants to
improve ties but it's India
that is playing spailsport,
Beijing claimed that it had
sent Ambassador Xu Fei
hong, who arrived in India
almost 20 months after his
predecessor Sun Weidong
departed, to enhance com-
munication and improve
bilateral ties. This has been
echoed by many Tndian jour-
nalists, academics and oth-
ers, Since his arrival, Xu Fei-
hong has virtually been

Chinaiskeenon
maintaining
commercialand
EConomic access (o
India’s marketbut has
nointention of taking
substantive steps
Lo easetensions
ontheborder.

holding court, meeting Indi-
an politicians, former diplo-
mats, businessmen and oth-
ers. China is keen on
maintaining  commerdal
and economic access to
India’s market but has no
intention of taking substan-
tive stepstoeasetensions on
the border At the same time,
it is determined to keep
India under protracted and
sustained pressure.

There are other signs of
China’s attitude and inten-
tions. Xi has not initiated
direct contact or meeting
with Prime Minister Modi
since April 2020, or even
ohserved basic diplomatic
niceties and congratulated
him on his relection. Chi-
nese Premier Li Qiang did
send a routine message of
congratulations, but only

after Modi’s swearing-in
China’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs explained that it
would have been ‘prema-
ture’ to convey greetings
prior to the swearing-in.

The same day, Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi, who is also
China's Special Representa-
tive for barder talks, congrat-
ulated Ajit Doval on hisreap-
pointment as  National

There was, however.nosuch ~ Security Adviser and Spe-

hesitation  in  inviting
Indonesia’s Presidentelect
on an official visit prior to his
swearing-in! Whether this
presages an effort to restrict
China-India interaction at
the level of the Chinese Pre-
mieris to be seen.

Xi also skipped the G-20
Summit and Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) meetings. A senior
CCP cadre had divulged a
couple of months prior to

the G20 Summit that Xi  will

would not attend the event
and it would, therefore, be a
failure. However, Xi's
absence ensured there
would be no distractions,
the G20 communique was
unanimously  approved,
and, importantly, India

cial Representative observ-
ing he is ready to “properly
handle” issues related to the
situation on the ground in
border areas. The use of the
phmse “properly handle”
indicates that discussions
would be in accordance with
China’s stated position on
the border since April 2020,
Beijing's attitude towards
Indin  will  undoubtedly
eolour its position on border
and other negotiations, It
explore  additional
avenues for applying pres-
sure on India, inchiding
through international finan-
cial organisations. India
needs to take cognisance of
this while examining pro-
posals by Beijing and also
consider whether to give

brought the Global South  China a free pass on issues

within the G20 fold.

Another instance was Chi-
na's prickly objection to Tai-
wan President Lai Ching-te's
congratulations to Prime
Minister Modi.

China’s  real attitude

like human rights, Tibet,
Xinjiang, etc. Beijing will
meanwhile, continue to acti-
vate Indian businessmen
and others to exert pressure
on the government to fadli-
tate the inflow of Chinese

towards India is now more  personnel and goods. Any

clear The Chinese foreign

travel and trade concessions

ministry's remark on July  would be at the cost of the

10 that “South Tibet is Chi-
na's territory” and India’s
development activities in
the area are “illegal and
invalid”  underscore  its
approach on border issues.

public exchequer, further
increasing the galloping
trade deficit and with long-
term  deleterious effects
severely undermining the
‘Make in India’ initiative.
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