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Opinion

Netherlands' Jerdy Schouten in action WIth England’s Jude Bellingham at

the Euro 2024

REUTERS

Doing just enough a
virtue in tournaments

RINGSIDE

VIEW

Tushar Bhaduri

ENGLAND WERE MERELY seconds away
from an inglorious ousterat the hands
of humble Slovakia, but here theyare —
in the final of the European football
championship. Had it not been for Jude
Bellinghann’s last-gasp audacious over-
headkickininjurytime,a freshround of
recrimination and post-mortemwould
have started, with manager Gareth
Southgate’s position becoming unten-
able.Butat Euro 2024, England seemed
to have made a habit of engineering
escapeacts.

Bukayo Saka smashed homealong-
range equalizerin the 80th minute of
the quarterfinal against Switzerland,
‘whiletheyalsohad tocome frombehind
in the semi-final against The Nether-
lands, Ollie Watkins netting the winner
inthe90th minute.It provesthatwhat-
ever may be their shortcomings on the
technical or tactical side of things, Eng-
land are not lacking in spirit and atti-
tude. Lack of form or rhythm doesn’t
come in the way of fighting till the final
whistle.If captain and star striker Harry
Kane has been struggling, there have
been otheravenues for goals.

Doing just enough is a good quality
to have in tournament football. But
England, in its first major champi-
onship final away from home, will do
wellnottogettoofarbehind in the final
against Spain, thebest teamin the tour-
namentso far.Afterwins overItaly, Ger-
many,and France, their pedigree can’t
be questioned despite several young-

sizable Crystal Palace contingent in the
squad, but when it comes to his first-
choicestartingXI,Southgate haslargely
trusted players from bigger clubs. Goal-
keeperJordan Pickford plays for Everton,
butotherwise, thefirstXlislargelymade
up of players from Manchester City,
Manchester United, and Arsenal, apart
from Bayern Munich’s Kane and Real’s
Bellingham. The ploy to have Kieran
Trippierin defence hasn’t quiteworked,
so Palace’s Marc Guehi may get the nod
forthe final.

The likes of Ezri Konsa, Conor Gal-
lagher, Cole Palmer, Ivan Toney, and
Eberechi Eze are options but are often
brought into action as a last resort. The
final could be decided by howwell Eng-
land deal with the wing-play of Yamal
and Williams. Saka will look to use the
flanks for England. The battle in midfield
between Declan Rice-Luke Shaw-Kob-
bie Mainooand Rodri-Ruiz-Olmowould
be crucial to the outcome.

And then there is the big-match
expertise of Bellingham who, despite
recently turning 21, has made a habit
of making decisive interventions in
the biggest of matches, be it for club
or country.

High-quality fare

Midway through the tournament,
there was much talk about matches at
Euro 2024 being ‘boring’withoutmuch
exciting,goalmouth action. It was com-
pared unfavourably to the Copa Amer-
icataking placeacross the Atlantic.Even
though most of the matches haven’t
been high-scoring, the tacticaland tech-
nical battles,often one-on-one contests
have been a fascinating watch. Games
don’t need to have a tennis scoreline to
generate interest. The fact remains that
the overall level of European football is

stersintheirline-up.Infact,

ies —if they could be called so —are the
reason Spain have an all-win record
goinginto the title clash, without hav-
ingtogotoapenaltyshootout.Arecord
of seven goals in six games shows that
finding the net hasn’t been too easy for
England. In comparison, Spain have
scored 13, none of which are from the
penaltyspot,withasmanyasnine play-
ers getting on the sheet. Lamine Yamal,
just turning 17, has shown that he can
g0 on to be one of the leading lights of
the game inyears to come.

His equalising goal in the semi-final
against France will be talked about for
‘years to come. Nico Williams has beena
phenomenon on the wing, while Dani
Olmo has scored in every knockout
round so far, confirming himself as a
player for the big occasion. In the form
of Rodriand Alvaro Morata, theyare not
short of experience. Real Madrid stal-
wart Dani Carvajal is likely to be back in
defence after suspension, along with
Aymeric Laporte, Robin Le Normand,
and Marc Cucurella. Coach Luis de la
Fuente has options like Ferran Tores,
Mikel Merino, and Fabian Ruiz on the
bench if he needs to change things up.

Alarge base

Real Madrid, Barcelona,and Atletico
Madnd are the three big guns in Span-

ridi high.

When the 1 top teams face off in
knockout rounds, there’s very little to
choose between them. The Spain-Ger-
‘many quarterfinal was one of the best
‘matches in recent times, even though
the final score was just’2-1.The overall
quality on display at the Copa certainly
isn’t comparable as the general level on
sides there isn’t that high. That’s what
may have prompted Kylian Mbappe to
arguet_hatwmnmgthp
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P Chidambaram

There are many more
questions. Which is the
platform to ask the
questions and receive
answers? No one in the
government has answered
the questions so far, but
the questions will not go
away. Yet the laws that
are most fundamental
to the administration

of criminal justice in

the country have

‘come into force’ — an
example of government
by some people and

for some people

AFTER A DEBATE that the Opposition
boycotted in both Houses of Parliament
(for good reasons), three Bills to replace
(and re-enact) the Indian Penal Code,
1860, the Criminal Procedure Code,
1973 and the Indian Evidence Act,
1872 were passed.The new Bills carried
names in Hindi (or Sanskrit) even in the
English versions of the Bills. The Presi-
dent gave herassent to the Billsand the
government notified that the new laws
will come into force on July 1,2024.

There is stiff opposition to the new
laws from many quarters. The govern-
ment has dismissed the grounds of
oppositionasirrelevantand motivated.
The government’s ram-through
approach has not deterred the opposi-
tion to the laws. On the contrary, two
state governments have declared that
they will bring certain amendments in
the state legislatures concerned. Tamil
Nadu has appointed a one-person com-
mittee to suggest the changes withina
month. Karnataka and other state gov-
ernments may adopt the same route.
It is therefore necessary to place the
facts and the issues before the public
and ask the citizens to arrive at their
own conclusions.

‘Criminal law’is a subject in the Con-
current List of the Constitution. Both
Parliament and state legislatures are
competent to make laws on the subject.
Undoubtedly, if a law made by Parlia-
mentand alaw made bya state legisla-
ture are repugnant, Article 254 of the
Constitution will be attracted. How-
ever, thatisan issue that will arise after
the state legislature made a law, there

than winning the World Cup. Even the
so-called smallerteams have been quite
hard to break down. A goals-per-match

was repugnancy, and the President did
not give herassent to the law passed by

the state legislature.

figureof 2.28 is nothing fancy,butwhen
thebest teams in theworld face offwith
somuchatstake,itwouldbe quite unre-
alistictoexpect goal-fests Asitis, most of
the best players in the sport were com-
ing off bruising seasons for their clubs
and may have been a bit jaded. It may
explain that no player has scored more
than three goalsin the tournament.
But that has been compensated by
the emergence of some breakthrough
stars, headlined by Yamal and Williams.
Germany’s Jamal Musiala and Florian
Wirtz have also caught the eye, while
Turkey’s Arda Guler,all of 19, isalready
aReal Madrid player. Xavi Simons,one
of the key players for The Netherlands,
turns out for Paris Saint-Germain and
is one to look out for. Swltzerland s

play-
ers in the national squad from outslde
the ‘Big 3’ attests to the depth of talent
they have. First-choice goalkeeper Unai
Simon plies his trade at Athletic Bilbao
and there are a whole host of players in
thesquad from less-celebrated clubs like
Real Sociedad and RB Leipzig.

Aston Villa striker Watkins’s goal
tookEnglandintothefinaland there’sa

ODD & EVEN

Ruben Varga:

as defenders are concerned, France 'S
Jules Kounde contributed to one of the
‘meanest backlines in the tournament.
The 25-year-old was pretty adept at
bombing down the flank and putting
in crosses as well. Whichever team
comes out on top in the final will have
thesatisfaction of beatingafield of the
highest quality.

ROHNIT PHORE

the questions raised by
those opposing the new laws must be
heardand Unfort: the
central government has refused to
answer in Parliament or outside. Here
are the questions:

1.Is it correct that the bulk of the

INSIDE
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Incomplete enquiry

THETASK FORCE of 40 BJP UP
‘members has come up with
predictable reasons for the party's
setbackin the state in the recent Lok
Sabha polls — from party infighting to
caste equations and non-cooperation
of government employees. UPCM
YogiAdityanath transferred 12 DMs
immediatelyafterthe report,since the
committee’s inference was that he did
not exercise sufficient control over
government employees.

But the genesis of the UP defeat
needs more introspection. The
investigation should have started with
the BJP’s central election committee
meeting on February 29, when the
names of some 50 of the 80 UPseats
were cleared. The committee
members,including Adityanath,
waited for over two hours since
Narendra Modi,Amit Shahand ] P
Nadda first met informallyat Lok
Kalyan Marg, wherea shortlist of 50
BJP Lok Sabha candidates was drawn
up.At the official meeting, general
secretary (organisation) BL Santhosh

The criminal laws repla
came into effect on July 1
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g the colonial-era Indian Penal Code, Code of Criminal Procedure and Indian Evidence Act
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Who will answer
the questions?

provisions of the three new laws have
been‘copied and pasted’from the three
laws that were replaced? Is it correct
that 90-95% of the IPC and the CrPC
and 95-99% of the Evidence Act have
beenretained in the new laws and every
section re-numbered? If a few addi-
tions, deletions and changes were
required in the existing laws, could the
same outcome not have been achieved
through amendments? Is not the claim
that the government has thrown out
the ‘colonial legacy’a hollow claim?

2. If the intention was a thorough
revision and overhaul of the criminal
laws, whywas the time-honoured prac-
tice to make a reference to the Law
Commission not followed? Was not the
Law Commission the most suitable
body to consult all stakeholders and
submitits recommendations, together
with draft Bills, for the consideration of
the government and Parliament? Why
was the Law Commission by-passed
and the task entrusted toa Committee
that consisted of part-time members
who, save one, were employed as full-

preted by the Supreme Court?

4. Why has the new law retained
‘death penalty’that has been abolished
in many democratic countries? Why
has the cruel and dehumanising pun-
ishment of ‘solitary confinement’been
introduced? Why has the offence of
‘adultery’ been brought back into the
criminal law? Was it necessary to retain
‘defamation’asa criminal offence? Was
it not necessary to stipulate a period of
limitation to lodge a criminal com-

itly provide in the law that ‘bail is the
rule, jail is the exception’? Was it not
necessary to oblige a Magistrate
to examine the legality of the arrest
and the need to arrest? Do the provi-
sions for bail effectively require the
Magistrate to deny bail for 40/60 days
after the arrest?

7.1s the provision that enables an
FIR to be registered in any police
station of the country, irrespective of
the place of the offence, constitutional?

plaint of ‘defamation’? Why i
relationship without the consent of the
other person no longer an offence?
Was it not necessary to define the pun-
ishment of ‘community service’ or,
at least, give illustrations of commu-
nity service?

5. Why has the offence of ‘sedition”
been enlarged and retained? Why has
the offence of ‘terrorism’been brought
into the general criminal law when
there is a special Act called Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act? Why have
‘electoral offences’been included in the
new law when there are special laws

time invarious Universities?

3. Are the new laws consistent with
the modern principles of criminal
jurisprudence? Have the new laws
recognised and incorporated the pro-
gressive principles laid down by the
Supreme Courtin landmarkjudgments
delivered in the last 10 years? Are sev-
eral provisions of the new laws contrary
to the Constitution of India as inter-

called ion of the People Act,
1950and Representation of the People
Act, 19517

6. Have the new laws given greater
latitude to the police to arrest a person
and seek the person’s police custody?
Have the new laws ignored the dictum
of the Supreme Court that the power to
arrest does not mean the necessity to
arrest? Was it not necessary to explic-

read out the few
interjected. The common refrain was
“whatever the party thinks
appropriate”.The names from UPwere
cleared in barely 20 minutes and some
65% were sitting MPs, since the party
seemed confident that UP’s
formidable ‘double engine ki sarkar’
would ensure theirvictory.
Adityanath’s reported suggestion to
change the names of 35 sitting MPs
was ignored. Eventually, 27 BJP
incumbents lost the polls.

Incidentally, the BJPwon all the
Lok Sabha seats around Gorakhpur,
Adltyanath‘s stronghold butlostin

d Varanasi,

remier seating. In the
bargam, the carefully drawn up
warrant of precedent was thrown to
the wind. The most glaring breach of
protocol was billionaires Mukesh
Ambani and Gautam Adani ending
up in the second row with Bollywood
superstar Shah Rukh Khan.A group
of sadhus was in the front row, while
J&K Governor Manoj Sinha,
Adityanath and CMs from the North-
East were relegated to the third row.
The biggest faux pas was that CDS
General Anil Chauhan and outgoing
Army chief General Manoj Pande
were seated in the sixth row. Security
cannot alone be blamed,

the PM’s constituency.Varanasiand
Lucknowwere the onlytwo
constituencies the task force did not
visit. If they had travelled to Varanasi,
theywould have discovered the
considerable resentment over
contracts formajor projects inand
around the city being awarded not to
local UP contractors, but to those from
western India. Indicative of divisions
in the UP BJPwas the fact that Deputy
CM Keshav Prasad Maurya remained
‘mostlyin Delhi foralmosta month
after the election results.

Unprecedented seating

At the swearing-in of the Modi 3.0
cabinet last month, the Rashtrapati
Bhavan staff and Delhi police were
swamped by too many important
people flashing invitation cards and

the President’s Military Secretary
and her ADCs should have earmarked
seats forthe respective chiefs of the
Armed forces.

Mumbai royals

Even the British royal family, who
have conducted their marital
ceremonieswith pompand
circumstance,and much publicinterest
for centuries, could perhaps learna
lesson from the Ambani’s family in
attracting the maximum eyeballs on
social media. The family’s army of event
‘managers has organised parties for the
last few months in exoticlocations —

Is the provision that emp the
police of that State toarrest the accused
and investigate the offence unconsti-
tutional in view of ‘Police’ being a sub-
jectin the State List? Are the said provi-
sions contrary to the principle of
“federalism’ which is a basic feature of
the Constitution?

There are many more questions.
Which is the platform to ask the
questions and receive answers? No one
in the government has answered the
questions so far, but the questions will
not go away. Yet the laws that are most
fundamental to the administration
of criminal justice in the country have
‘come into force’ — an example of
government by some people and for
some people.

Website: pchidambaram.in
Twitter: @Pchidambaram_IN

©

Indian team’s success at the World Cup
tostagea felicitation at the Ambani
centre in BKC, Mumbai. Nita Ambani,
glittering in diamonds,and her equally
dressed up wedding guests, felicitated
cricket heroes Rohit Sharma, Hardik
Patel and Suryakumar Yadav,who have
all played for the Mumbai Indians IPL
team. The trio,looking a tad
embarrassed, were togged out in party
attire in similar dark coloured
sequinned outfits.

Ensuring its 10%
Opposition leader in the Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge is skating on
thin ice. The Congress strength in the
Upper House has fallen to 26 seats after
two Rajya Sabha MPs, Deepender
Hooda from Haryanaand KC
Venugopal from Rajasthan, were
elected to the Lok Sabha in the recent
poll.The Congress needs
representation byat least 10% of the
total MPs in the Upper House,whose
present strength is around 250, if its
nominee is tobe recognised as the
official leader of the Opposition. Ina
bid to help Congress secure the
position, K Keshava Rao of the BRS
recently defected to the party. With the
Congress in the majority in the
Telangana Assembly, the party’s RS

froman

rescue farmandazoo in the by-
inJamnagar toa swinging et-setting election. If 85-year-old Rao agrees to
cruise through Italy to celebrate the step aside, jurist Abhishek Manu

marriage of Anant Ambani and Radhika
Merchant. They even hijacked the

Singhvi is waiting eagerly fora Rajya
Sabha re-entry.
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| THE BIG PICTURE |

Learning from Delhi-uge:
Cosmetic plans won't do

Citizens have to be made

integral to urban planning,

by recognising them as

stakeholder communities

and as co-owners of

public projects
URNC COIMES EVETY Year. And, with i
Inrecent Feurs, 50 dar the Noeds in
Delhi. Earlier, the Yomuma aver-
Newed across the floodplains.

Now, poarsling min cuses chaked
stormwaoter draing o overflow
dshbodrhiced Y

. ¥ st
e WP frowms £ YOP (the “very sedinary
people’]. .

In monsaomal India, water bas always
been a boon — andl a chal kenge. Cver 3000
yearsago, n Dhodavir, systems had been
worked out to stare preci ous rainwarer for
months. Around 200 years ago. the train-
ing meeded o manage the distribation of
wialier et Tinstd bl fomealised i British Todia
MNow, hydrological engimeers Hmrn awiy
from emaploymient i poorly paid govern-

ua the woeld knows Leomaedo da Virsed the
puimter, hut Few know da Virci the engi-
eCr.

Can we look for systomic sofutioms ta
bk back the senae of vocation, respect
and reward For professionnls Bhe gover o
ment engineers and planners — o that
thesy A11rA Cf aar hest tident? Thelr actions
hunve such nuwlirplicasive elfects on he lives
of all citiens, 50 much more than palitical
n R Thees.

Annsl Roods have been oceur-
ringinsouth Delli since the D00
beciuse of the neglect of ous bls
toric canals. Onge our nabars were
labelied naalfahs, the mpture was
total. Even maors violence is belng
dogie gince 2010 — 600 year-oid

Shah Jaban's Luhore and Delli in Freder-
ick ITs Potsdam and Paris. But the indus-
trial towns — Manchester, Birmingham,
and Glasgow — refained thedr vitaBty even
s thiy made indusirial slams a thing of
the past. Our own Surat and Indore hove o
recent years achieved miracles, And they
aliow the reest of s hope.

Could we nat link the spirit of the pad in
present chalbenges, equipped with all thar
the sciencescan teach us? Can't we dream
of B happy city?

Delhi’s climmiic erises of the
st EUyum are easily explained

op-heavy governance, wilh

flrlnls mhnz shelter behind
obfusoation. The urban (rich)
TIRDTity e0e e majoriry much os

mene obs and mor

MBAs. Poosly pald, oppressed local plan-

EFS BEFeE 1o SUPPOrT venal proposals for

groes densdfication or hard paving, So,

what dio we see? Impeeuniows engineers

and urban nl.lnmg‘.:dbn(cd or voiceless
e i |

Bl

and architeets — in a land with a 5000
yeur history of technology and constrc-
tion, whene the “panchala” smiths, conli-
deent of their skills and sense of acsthetics.

up by approciation even I the
besser mortals who sdmired the beauty
often could not appreciate the skill — just

nafsars are being covered taserve  NETYANT i (e bourgesis of Parks in the
s cur parks, and virtual dams are Gupta 19tk cemtuey o “les classes lnbou-
being hafh, in the farm af under- reuses el d | wanting
ground metros, underpasses, and ihelr labour hut ot thelr pres:
maltiple basemenes. All these are ence! A privileged fraction of
vt mare examples of the "expedi- uwrban imhabitants lving in gsted
ent” ignaring the city, when an ghuttues does not ranslale it
“evenl” s glamaurised at the cost improvements.
of the lemg-teram, Bt acronyme From the mid-20th centry,
speechios and bauguets canpot by N Inelia's hommegrawn cadre af engl-
maise 0 arayan  pecrsand architects became part
elry. Mot glmmicks, but well-run of an interoatonal frocermlty,

citles are A beg testimanin o
bealthy nation. A well-run city isa
bemutiful city,

Beauty 1uai|uth1r\f.ln1d.uwul|rwmelll.
Mowriches or with . The

Moarthy

Dehi's ivbaster Flan of 1962 incor-
poraied best practices (rom other

tradd, a.nm-u‘lntau Pune and Harga

lore, which wi

el = thus reflecting local needs. realities
nstead of Just the

livimg, changed course in :h:mm Thew
clize o Rvour densification, sarrow
roails 0 boTtous arganic neswerks, the
filling up of both nutaral snd medicval
man-made water bodies 1o maximise
profh, and handing aver whale precincts io
devekpers

polli-
i, caustions bureaucrat o i pless gov-
ernment planner, These are nol client-pa-
ram sdtitions — the work shouald be pec-
wasarily collaborative Lo invalve the st
stakeholder citizen ond che offlciats who
will be able toformalise It Those who toil
inme heat and the rain should knaw 100

nphceep and maintewance, of never ooking
at appropriate micro-interventbons but
emly ut grund mussive scae developments:
Thie health problems will sucface later: the
sense of alienathan, insidiou sy

Al may not be last if we learm from our
o history a5 muach: os iy ohscrving ether
natlons. We need to esclhiew the showeas-
ing ani valorisation of 4 false poton of

All citizens need (o be as

countries. if not from Indiv's «
It emulated Lmdon —&

TTen kll
arownd the elry, lacge ety 3

charmm of kd cities |s foom aniudes — the
respect fne (he smil] space as mich as far
the munumental, for forces of nature as
much ns the inhabieants’ regular needs,
among vther things: The “clty beautifal™
was ome of the features of the Eurapenn
Enhgnlmmenl. and there are echoes of

e vl for \.ll) rms EveLy lw.tlm
planned around big and small parks like
the squares of central London, and even
the estublishment of the Delhi Develop
mL‘n[A.uthurano TCAlE aﬁmdahu.nouy
Ing Ineluding for the poo

Whar i l\ﬂ”\'ll\s is lh![ cities like

and made
-.ovwmrsm public projects —whether a
pubdic rond or an auditoelam — and given
sunie degres afsay over “public land” and
“puitic funds”. W mecd 1 leacn from the
practice in local councibs in Britain, whene
e Iecnl residents, the b schaod prine-
pal, the head of a local institation (&
missewm within che preeivet. for example)
are mandatory members of the local coue-

that they
et
Fat a price we pay otherwis e, we who
v gme {lierally] the Aoaded new teelind-
colont tunneds and potholed roads! Skip-
shiod wiark, papered over foe immedise
effeet, public funds squandered on shod-
ity bl progects with no thought m lang
e envirommsental [mpact. ortnilthar'
Thedd pedestrian. the street hawker, te
domestie belp. Thie disdain lor repular

“heritage” it a pileasant leisure
activity for many, o viable soarce of income
For a few. The pest b5 a fordign country, W
bive i today. Delhi can't be pushied back,
s e agenda for all of us beckons, t
stk for o happy equitable city that ean
ok up its head with pride.

Harawunl Geptd 22 fistorien of Dellel umi
Naruyare Moarthy i ae archiect.
The views expresel are persoal

| SUNDAY SENTIMENTS |
Karan Thapar

Three lessons for Indian

politics from

or neardy @ decade, we've grown
accliskmed o dewing Britan
termms of its Mailing ecomenny, falter-
ing paliticiand, crumbling infra-
stctureand steadily diminishing stanure.
W weren't wrong. But now there's an
opportuninrtose: Blighny differently, And
this time we, in Lndis, can kearn a fow
invahuable lessons s well.
The Unitex Kingdom is arguwably the
st mailtleutmral society in the world. e
b il @ prime inlnl-ﬁw Il'hﬂ laﬂmllun

British polls

compared L% in the previoons House =
e et af Il arigin and 15 6 Paki-
starti origin, Twelve are 5ikhs, Yol Askns
are emly 8% of the populstion and Blacke
4%, Peaple of Inellamorigin are 11% People
of Pakistand origln 275,

In comparison. Muslimsarenearty 15%
of Inckia's andim e
terms there should be 74 Muslim MPs in

Gujarat. it hasn't fizkded a Muslim candi-

doie in any Lok Sabha or Vidhan Sabha

chection gince 1998 That'sa quarter cen-
distanct

was frowned npon. Bven today. o decade
laver, the GandhEs rmain n effectivecon-
trol. Miallarjun Karge may be president

nf the state s re Muslims,

Thene's a second and very differcns les-
s w could &lsn bearm, How toorespond
wiven vou'vie led vour party t lis worst-
et defil.

I Britzire, the ouggrimys prime mindsier,
Rishi Snmak resignodd. He did so bafore 12
Tuars: bacl Ingrsed. In foct, bedore the resuits
were Tully out. the Conservatives had
started o publicly debate what soet of
[ary Uy meed o berome U ey e w
veturm o power [n the weeks and months
ahend, that will insersify. And the entire
coeriry will pardcipaie in e process. The
medin wil] guestion and provoke. BMPswill
qiearnel and bicker, and aspirants will sep
Forward angd drop owt. It will often be

Lt P Ganelli
SoninCianehi_ thorgh oled mwel and -
ally unwlling 1o speak in Parlament,
mrnn.nschmrpuson af the Corgress Par-
liaarentary P

There'sa llunl)e'mun oo bt [ cmly
tmentican it btiefly, Sunak drove wBucking-
Hamm Palice o tesign i the prime minis-
ter's nificial car. He leltin a private car
from & side gate. An hour Bater, Kclr
Starnver arvived in the beader of e
vioea cr. AfeT s § pRonTment as [:nm..
minister, b left for Downiig Street in the.
PWTs ofScial imousine, By the time hegot
there the Samak fmily's belongings bad
been packed and removed. Ko 1 was
m:uq\ ‘o Tecedve the new head of governs

origin,
taries and bome scs:mmn- i areeither
Rlackor

Wk aand Lo, Towrt dhink of another
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A Biden-sized problem
for the US Democrats

th e 2024 presidential loc-
tian less ghan boar months
vy, the Demworats naw fice

aperieet political storm. Presi-
dent Joe Biden's startlingly unfocuscd
debate performance agaimst Donald
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achangeat the ol the ticket.
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There are many more
questions. Which is the
platform to ask the questions
and receive answers? No one
in the government has
answered the questions so far,
but the questions will not go
away. Yet the laws that are
most fundamental to the
administration of criminal
justice in the country have
‘come into force’ —an
example of government by
some people and for some
people

inside
TRACK !
COOMIKAPOOR

P b N
INCOMPLETE ENQUIRY

THETASK force of 40 BJP UP members has
come up with predictable reasons for the
party’s setbackin the state in the recent Lok
Sabha polls — from party infighting to caste
equations and non-cooperation of govern-
ment employees. UP CM Yogi Adityanath

12 DM
report, since the committee's inference was
that he did not exercise sufficient control
over government employees.

But the genesis of the UP defeat needs
more introspection. The investigation
should have started with the BJP's central
election committee meeting on February
29, when the names of some 50 of the 80
UP seats were cleared. The committee

afterthe
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Who will answer the questions?

AFTER A debate that the Opposition boy-
cotted in both Houses of Parliament (for
good reasons), three Bill: place (and

that is an issue that will arise after the
state legislature made a law, there was
y, and the President did not

re-enact) the Indian Penal Code, 1860,
the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 and
the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 were
passed. The new Bills carried names in
Hindi (or Sanskrit) even in the English
versions of the Bills. The President gave
her assent to the Bills and the govern-
ment notified that the new laws will
come into force on July 1,2024.

There is stiff opposition to the new
laws from many quarters. The govern-
ment has di d the grounds of op-

give her assent to the law passed by the
state legislature.

Meanwhile, the questions raised by
those opposing the new laws must be
heard and answered. Unfortunately, the
central government has refused to an-
swer in Parliament or outside. Here are
the questions:

1Isitcorrect that the bulk of the pro-
visions of the three new laws have been
‘copied and pasted’ from the three laws

position as irrelevant and motivated.
The government's ram-through ap-
proach has not deterred the opposition
to the laws. On the contrary, two state
governments have declared that they
will bring certain amendments in the
state ]egnslalures concerned Tamil

that placed? Is it correct that 90-
95 per cent of the IPC and the CrPC and
95-99 per cent of the Evidence Act have
beenretained in the new laws and: levery
section ?1fa

invar-

and

employed as full-time
ious Universities?

3. Are the new laws consistent with
the modern principles of criminal ju-
risprudence? Have the new laws recog-
nised and incorporated the progressive
principles laid down by the Supreme
Courtinlandmark judgments delivered
in the last 10 years? Are several provi-
sions of the new laws contrary to the
Constitution of India as interpreted by
the Supreme Court?

4. Why has the new law retained
‘death penalty’ that has been abolished
inmany democratic countries? Why has
the cruel and dehumanising punishment
of ‘solitary confinement’ been intro-
duced7 'Why has the offence of ‘adultery”

backinto the criminal law?

deletions and changes were required i m
the existing laws, could the same out-
come not have been achieved through

Naduh. com-
mittee to suggest the changes withina
month. Karnataka and other state gov-
ernments may adopt the same route. It
is therefore necessary to place the facts
and the issues before the public and ask
the citizens to arrive at their own con-
clusions.

‘Criminal law’ is a subject in the
Concurrent List of the Constitution. Both
Parliament and state legi are

Is not the claim that the
government has thrown out the ‘colonial
legacy’ a hollow claim?

2.Ifthe intention was a thoroughre-
visionand overhaul of the criminal laws,
why was the time-honoured practice to
makea reference to the Law Commission
not followed? Was not the Law
Commission the most suitable body to
consult all stakeholders and submit its
rec together with draft

competent to make laws on the subject.
Undoubtedly, if a law made by
Parliamentand alaw made by astate leg-
islature are repugnant, Article 254 of the
Constitution will be attracted. However,

‘manyimportant
cards and demanding premier seating. In

thec: Tant
of precedent was thrown to the wind. The
mostglaring breach of protocol was billion-
aires Mukesh Ambani and Gautam Adani
ending up in the second row with
Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan. A
groupof sadhus was in the front row, while
J&KGovernorManojSinha, Adityanathand
(CMss from the North-East were relegated to

Bills, for the consideration of the govern-
mentand Parliament? Why was the Law
Commission by-passed and the task en-
trusted toa Committee that consisted of
part-time members who, save one, were

History

HEADLINE “**
ABHINAV SEKHRI .\_:/f
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THE UNEXPURGATED edition of Lady
Chatterley’s Lover by D H Lawrence might

the third row. The biggest faux

CDS General Anil Chauhan and outgoing
Army chief General Manoj Pande were
seated in the sixth row. Security personnel
cannot alone be blamed, the President’s
Military Secretary and her ADCs should
have earmarked seats for the respective
chiefs of the Armed forces.

MUMBAI ROYALS

Even the British royal family, who have
conducted their marital ceremonies with
pomp and circumstance, and much public
interest for centuries, could perhaps learn

well hold thy tion of having spurred
reforms around obscenity laws around the
globe. In India, it was the subject of the
Supreme Court's firstjudgment onwhether
obscenity came within the contours of the
“decency ormorality” restriction to the fun-
damental freedom of speech.

My concern here is not the Supreme
Court’s 1964 judgmentin Ranjit D Udeshi
v State of Maharashtra, or the finer points
inthe 1969amendments to Section 292 of
the now-repealed IPC (retained in Section
2940fthe BNS). Rather, itis the story of the
“prosecution”of Lady Chatterley's Loverin
Indiathat

‘Was it necessary to retain ‘defamation’
as a criminal offence? Was it not neces-
sary tostipulate a period of limitation to
lodge a criminal complaint of ‘defama-
tion'? Why is same-sex relationship
without the consent of the other person
no longer an offence? Was it not neces-
sary to define the punishment of ‘com-
munity service’ or, at least, give illustra-
tions of community service?

5. Why has the offence of ‘sedition”
been enlarged and retained? Why has
the offence of ‘terrorism’ been brought

ion of the People Act,
1951?

6. Have the new laws given greater
latitude to the police to arrest a person
and seek the person’s police custody?
Have the new laws ignored the dictum
of the Supreme Court that the power to
arrest does not mean the necessity toar-
rest? Was it not necessary to explicitly
provide in the law that ‘bail is the rule,
Jjail is the exception'? Was it not neces-
sary to oblige a Magistrate to examine
the legality of the arrest and the need to
arrest? Do the provisions for bail effec-
tively require the Magistrate to deny bail
for 40/60 days after the arrest?

7.1s the provision that enables an FIR
to be registered in any police station of
the country, irrespective of the place of
the offence, constitutional? Is the provi-
sion that empowers the police of that
State to arrest the accused and investi-
gate the offence unconstitutional in
view of ‘Police’ being a subject in the
State List? Are the said provisions con-
trary to the principle of ‘federalism’
which is a basic feature of the
Constitution?

There are many more questions.
Which i the platform to ask the ques-
tions and receive answers? Noonein the
government has. answeltd the questions

into the I criminal law

isaspecial Act called Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act? Why have ‘electoral of-
fences’ been included in the new law
when there are special laws called
Representation of the People Act, 1950

sofar, but will not go away.
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Why did
Modi go to
Russia?

IT DID not look good for the Prime
Minister. Or for India. There he was smil-
ing and hugging Vladimir Putin on the
day that the Russian dictator bombed a
children’s hospital in Kiev. Then came
more moments of bonhomie and friend-
ship as they travelled together in a golf
cart and spent the evening in the dicta-
tor's dacha. The next day Modi himself
seemed torealise that a mistake had been
made and spoke eloquently of how it
broke his heart when children were killed
intimes of war. Then his spin doctors got
into the act and leaked stories to the
Indian media about how our Prime
Minister had once more told Putin that
the way forward was through diplomacy
and dialogue and not on the battlefield.
But the damage had been done.

I'spent some time last week trying to
getan American view on Modi's visitand
failed. I need not have bothered. The

Yet the laws that are most

to the administration of criminal justice
in the country have ‘come into force’ —
anexample of government by some peo-
ple and for some people.

Of laws new and old, and
the debate over obscenity

The 1959
unexpurgated
US edition of
Lady Chatterley's
Lover. Wikipedia

first being Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita.
Nehru's two-paragraph memodated April
8,1960,says,“lam clear that this book Lady

alesson in lamBth

members, includin; , waited for
over two hours since Narendra Modi, Amit
Shah andJ P Nadda first met informally at
LokK:

ing i
The family's army of event managers has
orgamsed parties for the last few monthsin

listof SOBJP
Lok Sabha candidates was drawn up. At the
official meeting, general secretary (organi-
sation) B L Santhosh read out the names
and few interjected. The common refrain
was “whatever the party thinks appropri-
ate”. The names from UP were cleared in
barely 20 minutes and some 65% were sit-
tingMPs, since the party seemed confident
that UP's formidable 'double engine ki
sarkar' would ensure their victory.
Adityanath’s reported suggestion tochange
the names of 35 sitting MPs was ignored.
Eventually, 27 BJPincumbents lost the polls.
Incidentally, the BJP won all the Lok
Sabha seats around Gorakhpur,
Adityanath'’s stronghold but lostin parlia-
mentary seats around Varanasi, the PM's
constituency. Varanasi and Lucknow were
the only two constituencies the task force
did not visit. If they had travelled to
Varanasi, they would have discovered the
considerable resentment over contracts
for major projects in and around the city
being awarded not to local UP contractors,
but to those from western India.
Indicative of divisions in the UP BJP was
the fact that Deputy CM Keshav Prasad
Maurya remained mostly in Delhi for al-
‘most amonth after the election results.

UNPRECEDENTED
SEATING

Atthe swearing-in of the Modi 3.0 cab-
inetlastmonth, the Rashtrapati Bhavan staff
and Delhi police were swamped by too

On the
LOOSE
LEHERKALA

Ieherkalo@gmalLcom

LAST YEAR, an 80-year-old enthusiasti-
cally participated in the Tata Mumbai
Marathon. Clad inasariand sneakers, oc-
togenarian Bharti Jitendra Pathak ran with
the Tiranga, covering 4.2 km in 51 min-
utes. Pathak may be an aberration among
Indian women, but Instagramis full of ad-
mirable grannies posting their videos lift-
ing kettlebells and doing push-ups. The
somewhat aggravating term, “ageing
gracefully”, has evolved from meaning
slinking quietly into oblivion to making
the most of life by living well. It isn’t about
trying to look 25 but, like that proverbial
bottle of fine wine, to get better at every-
thing as you age. How old is too old to do

exoticloc —fromanel Tescue
farm and a zoo in Jamnagar to a swinging
jet-setting cruise through Italy to celebrate
the marriage of Anant Ambani and Radhika
Merchant. They even hijacked the Indian
team's success at the World Cup to stage a
felicitation at the Ambani centre in BKC,
Mumbai. Nita Ambani, glittering in dia-
monds, and her equally dressed up wed-
ding guests, felicitated cricket heroes Rohit
Shalma Hard)k Patel and Suryakumal

literat styled judi-
cial orders and decisive interventions by
PM Jawaharlal Nehru himself.
With a note dated October 24, 1959, R
N Misraforwarded two copies of the unex-
purgated editions “available at several
‘bookshops...in Connaught Circus” toacol-
league at the Directorate of Inspection,
Customs. The colleague replied that their
department should “urgently” consult the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), a part of
conventions on placing import bans on
books or pamphlets.
There was a ban in place already since
1943, butthe Customs Department still re-
.Not

layed for
Indlans IPLteam. Thetrio, ]ookmga tadem-
barrassed, were togged out in party attire
insimilar dark coloured sequinned outfits.

ENSURING 1T$ 10%

Opposition leader in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge is skating on thin ice.
The Congress strength in the Upper House:
has fallen to 26 seats after two Rajya Sabha
MPs, Deepender Hooda from Haryanaand
KCVenugopal from Rajasthan, wereelected
to the Lok Sabha in the recent poll. The
Congress needs representation by at least
10% of the total MPs in the Upper House,
whose presentstrengthisaround 250, f its
nominee is to be recognised as the official
leader of the Opposition. In a bid to help
Congress secure the position, K KeshavaRao
of the BRS recently defected to the party.
With the Congress in the majority in the
Telangana Assembly, the party’s RS nomi-
nee will automatically win the by-election.
If 85-year-old Rao agrees to step aside, ju-
rist Abhishek Manu Singhvi is waiting ea-
gerly for aRajya Sabha re-entry.

because of monumental changesinIndian
law during the interregnum, but because
courts in the US had ruled in favour of
Ch ince. The Constituti no

2y's Lover should be banned. In case
ourorderischallengedinacourtof law, the
matter can be faced.” He was probably
aware that a court would soon decide
‘whether the unexpurgated Chatterley
‘was obscene.
On December 12, 1959, bogus cus-

by

fine of Rs 20 on the convicts, they filed are-
vision plea before the Bombay HC. On
Febmary 6,1962,a Division Bench dis-
iew

of the law. It doubled down on the Hicklin
formulation, using it to distinguish Indian
law from the progressive verdicts recently
delivered in the US, where bans on
Chatterley had been lifted. While this
‘meant that the HC was satisfied with ob-
scene passages and did not deal muchwith
the book's theme to conclude that it was
obscene, it did join the issue with the
Magistrate about how the unexpurgated
Chatterley might impact Indian women.

The Supreme Court’s 1964 judgmentin
Udeshi's appeal, one of the convicted pro-
prietors of Happy Book Stall, was perhaps
the only time that the constitutional issues
posed by Chatteﬂey‘s censolship appear
at inthisstory. By
constitutional validity of Secuon 2921PC,
the case reached the Supreme Court’s
Constitution Bench. U i

mers with marked
Bombay Police CID to ‘Causeway Book
Stall' and ‘Happy Book Stall’ with instruc-
tions to purchase copies of the unexpur-
gated Chatterley.Once buyers struck the
deal, the police stormed the shops and
seized the novels. Those on the spot, and
the distributor, were arrested. After the
raid, seven persons were sent for trial in
April 1960. At some point, the seven
shrunk to four. The prosecution simply ex-
hibited 35 passages flagged as obscene as
evidence, while the defence sought to

mention in the dismissive notes by the
MHAUnder Secretary eitherwho, withex-
treme reluctance, passed the file on to the
Law Ministry on November 17, 1959.
Itlanded on the desk of Deputy Law
AdviserD i

the book's literary merit by
calling upon celebrity witnesses like
screenwriter K A Abbas and author Mulk
Raj Anand.On May 31,1961, the court pro-
nounced the four accused guilty.

The judgment was far from a ringing

memo on March 18,1960, concluding that
the book was obscene, a view “in conso-
nance withour heritage, traditions,and the
prevailing standards of our community”.
The note was approved by the Law
Secretary and the file reached Deputy
Minister R M Hajarnavis who, in a memo
dated April 7, struck a dissenting note. He
referred to Khajurao, UK law and Penguin
Books' victory in its trial for publishing
Chatterley in November 1959, but not the
Constitution. Since the Law Minister was
away, he sent the papers to PM Nehru.
‘This was Nehru's second high-stakes
interventioninayear todecide the fate of a
controversial novel for Indian readers, the

The question of age

something? Whodecides?It'sa pertinent
question because the world's focus is on
the upcoming US elections, where both
candidates seem ravaged by time.

If the aim is for the top job on earth,
sure, the standards are different. Optics
‘matter. A frail 80-something in a youth-
obsessed society isn’t particularly inspir-
ing. However, seen another way, every-
one alive is growing older and every stage
has important lessons to impart. When
you're a child, each year that passes feels
exciting because of the looming prospect
of adulthood, which, for dreamy young
‘minds, translates to romantic visions of
independence and freedom. Alas, it's an-
other matter altogether that reaching
middle age evokes severe nostalgia for
childhood, which one realises in retro-
spect is the only time one is actually free.

Having said that, from the point of view
of the slightly less agonising 40s, youth is
overrated. Parents rule, you have no
agency. For many the teen years are rid-
den with panicky insecurities, perhaps a
necessary rite of passage to figuring out
one’s path ahead. The 20s are generally
about work-hard, play-hard and fly-by in
awhirl of activity. By one's late 30s, some
measure of inner confidence sets in;
whatever the journey, one philosophically
accepts, life goes on.

So, reading all the scathing pieces
about US President Joe Biden stubbornly
digging his heels in, his state of mind
seems perfectly clear — he’s mining the
greatest benefit of old age, that you simply
don’tcare about what other people think
you should do. So much of our lives are
spent wrapped up in responsibilities and

of the antiquated Hicklin
test, which the prosecution built its case
upon, under which merely flagging cer-
tain passages as having a “tendency” to
corrupt the vulnerable in society could
spell doom for a book. Rather, what was
obscene was the overall theme of
Chatterley, which venerated adultery and
struck “at the very roots of the institution
of marriage”, and was in “direct conflict

while the penal provision may be a valid re-
smcnon on| the freedom of speech, its ap-
'hPchk]m numm

peech. Justic di: dand
one may read scholarly works to grasp the
legal nuances of his interesting verdict.

Writing about Penguin’s trial for pub-
lishing the unexpurgated Chatterley,
Thomas Grant shows how small details
made a difference. That Penguin itself
courted prosecution was crucial. Unlike
cases where booksellers were successfully
prosecuted before magistrates, its case was
tried by a jury of 12 ordinary people who
had to be convinced that the book was
without literary merit.

One cannot help but draw a parallel
with the Indian experience, which is a tale
about vesting censorship powers in the
hands of a few. Everyone deciding that
Chatterley remains off the shelves did so by

American inDelhisaiditall.
He warned that there is no such thing as
‘strategic autonomy’ in times of conflict
and warned that friendship between our
two countries was better than ever be-
fore but should not be taken for granted.
“The more we insist on a kind of cynical
calculation in the place of a trusted rela-
tionship the less we will get...”

In fairness to Modi, he has worked
harder to bring us out of the clutches of
the Russians than any other Indian prime
minister. He has also brought us closer to
the United States but in a country in
‘which generations have been brought up
on anti-Americanism more must be
done, which is why this visit to Russia was
abad idea. We need the Russians for
more reasons than can be listed here and
cheap Russian oil has been most useful
but was there really any need for the
Prime Minister to accept Russia’s highest
civilian award at a time when Putin is,
without question, the most hated dicta-
tor in the world?

What Putin has done in Ukraine is the
equivalent of China invading Arunachal
Pradesh or Ladakh. And why would this
not happen in the future? China has
made clear more than once that it does
not consider Arunachal to be a part of
India and has often objected officially to
Indian prime ministers visiting the state.
So,whatis to stop Xi Jinping from turning
his attention to Arunachal when he is
done with Taiwan? If this happens, will
Putin be on our side or on the side of
China? Before he invaded Ukraine, he had
that very public meeting with the
Chinese dictator in which they declared
that they were best friends forever.

For me personally, as I have said be-
fore in this column, there are no two sides
to the invasion of Ukraine. It had every
right to want to be a democratic country
and that is all that it was trying to do
when the Russian dictator decided that
democracy was too dangerous to be al-
lowed to flourish so close to his own total-
itarian country. Putin is in every sense a
vile dictator. He publicly kills opposition
leaders by poisoning them in foreign
countries. Or torturing them to death in
jail cells as happened so tragically with
Alexei Navalny. Putin jails journalists on
flimsy charges and refuses them a fair
trial. It might be in India’s national inter-
est to continue our relationship with him,
but can we make it more transactional
than it seemed on this visit?

There are other things that the men
‘who handle India’s foreign policy need to
keep in mind. The world order is going
through a transformation in which there

making arbitrary value onbe-
half of ordinary readers and gave differing
and remarkably parochial reasons to sup-
porttheirviews. Perhaps, consulting the or-
dinary reader or purveyor of such works
might have provided surer insight of

with the ideals of Indian
which are based on devotion, love and
sacrifice”. Its impact on society would be
devastating, and to think that this book
‘was there at a “modest little book stall at
Colaba Causeway” simply would not do.
‘Though the Magistrate imposed atoken

in meeting the expectations of others. If
there’s one thing to recommend old age,
it's this — thatall forms of validation cease
tomatter. For women, reaching this head-
space is especially liberating because the
dominant discourse is that our value de-
clines as we age. We're inundated with
images of perfectly crafted and remade
bodies, somuchsoit's often difficult to tell
‘what anyone of any age is supposed to
look like any more. It's a binary choice,
hanging on to youthfulness by the many
surgical means possible (and, thereby,
risking being a joke) or being written off
for not caring enough to do anything
about gravitational forces.

On the Who What Wear podcast that
decodes fashion and style, the svelte and
shapely 50-year-old influencer Gabrielle
Union-Wade talked about the un-

epaperindiansxpresscom .. .

whetherthelaw legitimate

goal, or whether, in the words of Dickens,
the law was being “an ass”.

Abhinav Sekhriis a lawyer

practising in Delhi. The article

is based on research done for

apaper available on SSRN

savoury comments she received for
posting photos of herself in a bikini. It
doesn’t cost to have an opinion, so
there’s no dearth of people sermonising
arbitrarily on the alleged age cut-off for
a certain kind of swimsuit and mini
skirt. Union-Wade's tart response was
that she might just don a bikini in her
coffin. Dealing with spite, too, gets eas-
ier with age. The understanding deep-
ens that we're here to enjoy ourselves
not pander to becoming what the cul-
ture says we should be. It's easier to de-
velop a long view of events. Finally, you
can pursue interests without thinking
about competition and the pressure of
needing to excel, that plagues our youth.
Life isn't over till it's over, and it's long,
with many opportunities for do-overs.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films

is pen clash of

democracies and totalitarian countries.
In the totalitarian camp, led by China,
there are countries like Iran and North
Korea who have no time for such things
as human rights and freedom. In the
other camp, led by the United States are
democratic countries whose founda-
tional values are liberty, equality and free-
dom.

They have come together to openly
condemn Putin’s invasion of Ukraine and
to help that country survive this horrible
war and become a full democracy. India
has so far refused to take sides because of
our old friendship with Russia and be-
cause in the India in which I grew up, to
be on the American side was to risk be-
ing called a CIA agent. Of course, to be
called a KGB agent was a badge of hon-
our.

‘The bureaucrats who surround Modi
grew up in that same milieu and appear
tostill believe that the United States can-
not ever be India’s trusted friend. Why
they believe that Russia is our forever
friend is truly a puzzle. Putin is so de-
pendent on China now that he is virtu-
ally forced to kowtow to Xi Jinping. China
is without doubt the biggest threat to
India's security so how s this relationship
going to work going forwards?

Theirony is that to the average young
Indian, it is the United States that is that
shining city ona hill. It is to American uni-
versities they long to go and it is in the
United States that they seek to build their
lives when India denies them opportuni-
ties and jobs. This is something that the
Prime Minister needs to keep in mind be-
fore going down that broken diplomatic
pathlaid down by the Congress Party.
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“Do not dwell in the past,

do not dream of the
future, concentrate the

mind on the present

— Buddha

DEHRADUN

MOURNING THE LUST SIGHTS

The once lush and serene Dehradun has undergone drastic changes with rapid urbanisation, changing the appearance and characteristics of
the city. As high-rise buildings replace traditional housing, the environment and lifestyle here have undergone change, which may have
brought profit for some, but long-term benefit for none, write SIDHARTH MISHRA and PARITOSH KIMOTHI

“Dehra Dehra Dun, Dehra Dehra Dun

Many roads can take you there, many
different ways
One direction takes you years, another
takes you days
Dehra Dehra Dun...
Many people on the roads looking at
the sights
Many others with their troubles looking
for their rights
Dehra Dehra Dun...
See them move along the road in search
of life divine
...beggars in a goldmine
Dehra Dehra Dun...
Many roads can take you there, many
different ways
One direction takes you years, another
takes you days
Dehra Dehra Dun...” - Beatles
he legendry members of
band Beatles stayed at the
ashram of Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi in Rishikesh
in the spring 1968
composing some fabulous music. The
old timers recall that during their stay
in Rishikesh, the Beatles came to
Dehradun on two occasions.
Something struck them about the
beautiful town and they went onto to
compose the extremely hummable
song.
Almost five decades later, this song
has become the hymn to mourn the
demise and death of the much loved
Dehra of Doon. Dehradun was once
an idyllic city with colonial bungalows
surrounded by sprawling gardens.
There were three arterial roads, one
going to Mussoorie, the other to
Chakrata and the third to Hardwar.
All the three roads merged at Clock
Tower, from where a fourth road took
you inside the legendary Paltan
Bazaar.
On the Chakrata side you had the
sprawling paddy fields, home to the
fabled Dehraduni basmati rice. The
other two roads had the forests and
the fruit orchards. Rajpur Road, the
one which went to Mussoorie, had the
bakeries and the bookshops. No
wonder, Beatles said, “Many roads can
take you there, many different ways |
One direction takes you years, another
takes you days”.
Two decades later in the year 2000, the
hill districts of Uttar Pradesh became
a separate state called Uttaranchal
(later rechristened as Uttarakhand)
with Dehradun as the temporary
Capital. Quarter of a century later,
Dehradun continues to be the seat of
the government losing its gloss on a
daily basis in the dust and pollution
kicked by ‘development.
Rapid urbanisation and large scale
constructions have changed the very
character of the city. In recent years
multi-storeyed buildings have become
a sight as common as the homes with
expansive gardens were once. Large
orchards and homes with greens have
been demolished to bulld hlgh rise

elsewhere, need multi-storeyed
buildings. Multi-storeyed buildings
first came up in India in Mumbai
‘mainly to accommodate the flocks
which arrived looking for jobs.
Industrial and commercial activities
attracted a large workforce of people.
Chawls (labour colonies) were initially
constructed and they were followed by
the construction of flats to provide
housing for the people who came to
work in the nation’s commercial
capital. Similarly, multi-storeyed
buildings were constructed in Delhi,
Noida, Gurugram and Ghaziabad to
provide housing for the growing
working force which settled in these
locations.
However, Dehradun city has
insignificant employment generation
comparable to these cities. Yet the
sprawling gardens and the lychee
orchards the city was once famous for
have been cut to build multi-storeyed
buildings. In many cases, units in
apartments and townships remain
vacant as the owners are residents of
Delhi-NCR, who have bought the
property to spend the winter in Doon
to get away from pollution. Some may
view this as a sign of development but
there are many who disagree.

Anoop Nautiyal, the founder of Social
Development for Communities (SDC)
Foundation says, “There s a design in

apartments,

ili of such unpl,

and malls.

Does Dehradun, capital of a state
which is seeing a large exodus of its
population in search of employment

urbanisation. Though the draft master
plan 2041 prepared by the Mussoorie

RAPID URBANISATION
AND LARGE SCALE
CONSTRUCTIONS HAVE
CHANGED THE VERY
CHARACTER OF THE CITY.
IN RECENT YEARS MULTI-
STOREYED BUILDINGS
HAVE BECOME A SIGHT
AS COMMON AS THE
HOMES WITH EXPANSIVE
GARDENS WERE ONCE.
LARGE ORCHARDS AND
HOMES WITH GREENS
HAVE BEEN DEMOLISHED
TO BUILD HIGH RISE
APARTMENTS,
COMMERCIAL
COMPLEXES AND MALLS

Dehradun Development Authority
(MDDA) mentions the seismic fault
lines passing through this region, the
construction activities here display a
sense of bravado and a cavalier
attitude”

The draft master plan
recommended no development
activities within 50 metres from the
centre of the fault lines. The plan
marks 35 fault lines, including three
major ones - the Main Boundary
Thrust (MBT), the Himalayan Frontal
Fault (HFF) and the Main Central
Thrust (MTC) that pass through the
Doon Valley. Dehradun city is located
in seismic zone IV which is a high risk
zone of earthquake occurrence.
Others point to the rapid dilution of
the Doon Valley Notification of 1989.
This notification was brought to
preserve the unique and sensitive
nature of the Doon Valley and to save
Dehradun and Mussoorie from
indiscriminate limestone quarrying.
Social activist Reenu Paul mentions,
“The Doon Valley Notification
prevented construction of high

rise buildings in the northern

part of the valley and

regulated other activities in

the region. Diluting the

Photos: Mangesh Kumar/Pioneer

notification constructions has been

carried out doing irreparable
environmental damage in the valley”
She adds, “The foothill policy too is
being violated as hills are being cut for
constructions which has led to
considerable rise in the frequency of
landslides.” Paul also expressed concern
at the damage caused to the Shivalik
range for the construction of the much-
touted Delhi-Dehradun expressway.
Thus the Dehradun-Mussoorie Road
which was once lush and peaceful is
now dotted by scores of apartments,
commercial buildings and shopping
malls. Such areas which were once
serene are now crowded by people and
vehicular traffic from neighbouring
states with noise replacing the sounds
of the wind and birdcalls which were
once the character of such sites.
The building construction bye-laws
have provisions like prohibition of any
development on sites prone to
landslides and which have a local
gradient of more than 30 degrees.

ch

always been enforced as there are
many ways to circumvent it.

The emergence of apartment
complexes has also altered the culture
and lifestyle of the city which was
once known for its sedated pace of life.
The rampant concretisation and
infrastructural construction at the cost
of the green cover has affected the
local environment drastically. A city
where even ceiling fans were not
common till a few decades ago
experienced a record breaking
maximum temperature of 43 degrees
Celsius this summer.

The multi-storeyed buildings have
brought with them a different lifestyle
which counts air conditioners, luxury
vehicles and SUVs along with
recreation dependant on commercial
establishments as its essential part. A
number of large malls have come up
in different parts of the city along with
shops selling branded products in
various localities.

The suburban areas which were once
much more tranquil than the city are
now bustling with crowds and noise as
newer constructions continue to
emerge to occupy what were once
large open spaces. In recent times,
concerned citizens and public groups
have staged protests against the
cutting of trees, which the government
counters saying that it is for
maintaining a balance between the
ecology and economy.

“This is misconstrued concept of
development. Constructions in
Dehradun have brought no benefit to
the people of Uttarakhand. A few who
had land sold it and left, the builders
benefitted and those who passed their
plans took a share in the profit,
completely destroying the character of
the city, “ says Rakesh Tyagi, an NRI
entrepreneur with home base in
Dehradun.

Moaning development, Bhumika
Chandola, who returned to Doon last
year to escape pollution of Delhi-
NCR, says, “Liquor shops are more
frequent to cross by then chemist
shops or other essentials. And the
jams and traffic, construction,
pollution, change in the eco system
and weather is so visible. I guess I had
the harshest summer in the last 25
years ...this time.” Seeing Dehradun
today, Beatles would have changed
lines to say, “Many people on the
roads mourning at the lost sights”

(Sidharth Mishra is author & a Doon
lover, PARITOSH KIMOTHI is
associate editor, The Pmnezr,
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I'D RATHER HAVE A GOOD FOOD - LOTS
AND LOTS OF DIFFERENT VARIETIES OF
GOOD FOODS - THAN SEARCH FOR
SOMETHING PERFECT
— BEE WILSON

food‘ |

New Delhi, July 14, 2024

[

THAI CRAB OMELLETTE

BY CHEF RUNGTIWA SORLAE
Thai Cuisine Specialty Chef, InAzia
Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel &
Convention Center

BHATT KI CHURKANI

BY HITESH PANT
Executive Chef
Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel
& Convention Center

GHEFS GO DOUN

GULINARY LANE T0
RELIVE THE JOY OF

GHILDHOOD DISHES

HARMILA CHAND gets on a discovery trail of th
heartwarming childhood dishes chefs remember fondly.....

The taste of their home food lingers. It trigge
share how they have recreated th
date every dish they cook

lifetime of memori

memories, into their si

To relive the joy of their home food, let’s hear from them as they
associated with their mother’s cooking.

of their heartwarming memor

NAWANSHAR KATIRA PHIRNI {3

BY CHEF GAGAN SIKKA
Chef In-Charge, Loya
Taj Palace, New Delhi

tful memories. Chej

infused with personal experience and a

y share some

“My culinary journey blossomed
from the heartfelt memories woven
around my mother’s & aunt’s
(Maast’s) Bhatt Ki Churkani recipe.
This cherished delicacy embodies
more than just a flavor; it represents
a profound connection to my
childhood and the love that ﬁlled
our kitchen during
gatherings with
friends and
relatives. Each
time I watched
my mother or
my Maasi (aunt)
meticulously
craft this
culinary delight,
1 absorbed more
than just the
technique; I
absorbed the essence of
their nurturing spirit and the

joy they found in creating
something delicious from simple
ingredients. Those moments ignited
a passion within me, guiding me
towards a career where I could share
the warmth and comfort of home-
cooked meals with others.

Bhatt Ki Churkani is a delicious and
nutritious lentil dish (Dal) that

=

originates from the Kumaon region
of Uttarakhand. It is made with
black soybeans also known as Bhatt,
which are a rich source of protein,
fiber and vitamins and all-time
favorite among locals and tourists
alike. Bhatt Ki Churkani is a
cherished cultural heritage Dal

(served with hot rice) of the

Kumaon region, representing

their traditions and

culinary expertise”

& Today, as I create dishes
in my own kitchen, T
pay homage to my
‘mother’s legacy,
infusing every bite with
the same love and care

that inspired me to

pursue my dreams as a

chef. Thank you mothership

for your warmth and
nourishment you've always
provided, both in kitchen and in life

- I am forever grateful to call you
my mom!

‘Bhatt Ki Churkani’ is often served
in our all - day dining restaurant,
Feast during buffet meals &
brunches, each bite of which is a
heartfelt tribute to my mother’s
enduring presence and love.”

“Nawanshar Katira Phirni, a
unique dessert draws
inspiration from two of my
favorite childhood treats. The
first is a beloved family recipe
passed down from my
grandmothers and mother - a
refreshing Custard Phirni that

they would often make at home

for Visiting guests that
combined t} ecomfomng
essence of tradi rni

transporting us back to those
cherished moments.

The second inspiration comes
from my childhood streetside
favorite from Amritsar -
hearty and indulgent Kulfa,
Known for its rich, creamy kulfi
and silky falooda, this dessert
has always held a special place
in my heart. In my rendition at
Loya, I've created what we call

with a delightful twist of

custard, a nod to classic English

sweets. My mother would use
custard powder and rice and

create a luscious blend of instant

custard and creamy pt irni.

the shar Katira Phirni.
T've replaced the traditional rice
with Gond Katira, an ingredient
that’s currently trending for its
incredible cooling properties
and unique texture. Gond
Katira not only adds a

Even today, she

1 but also

‘makes this nostalgic treat,

offers health benefits like

boosting immunity, aiding
digestion, and promoting
healthy skin. And to make the
dessert truly unique, I've added
a house-churned Gulab Jamun
ice cream, drawing inspiration
from the Kulfas sumptuous
kulfi and falooda. The dessert is
completed with a dollop of
Gond Katira, adding a final
touch of texture am% complexity.
‘This reimagined dessert - the
Nawanshar Katira Phirni that
echoes all the lovely memories
of my favourite Custard Phirni
and Kulfa, is not just a treat for
the taste buds but a sensory
journey through cherished
memories and innovative
flavours.”

“My journey through South
Thailand immersed me in
the vibrant flavors of
Thai cuisine. Inspired
by my mother’ recipes,
I perfected the Thai 4
Crab Omelette-a cultural
delight now also on our a
menu and a hot star, I must say. Be

it lunch or dinner, my diners ask me to
prepare Thai Omelette which I prepare
from my heart.

Infused with authentic Thai seasonings
and crafted with Sheraton Bengaluru
‘Whitefield’s finesse, this dish promises
a symphony of textures and flavors,

“It is the act of incorporating the
emotions of childhood innocence and
nostalgia with a spin of modern
culinary infusion is what I try to serve
my guests. I was in the years of
notorious nine and bananas used to be
one of my primary foods of distaste.
There was something about their yellow
peeled, mushy texture that was enough
to scrunch up my face in disfavor. Until
1 remember what it was a summer
Sunday afternoon and I had just come
home from my weekly cricket practice,
thirsting for something sweet, like every
other naive kid I went in search of my
mother who I knew was the only one at
that hour who could quench my sweet
tooth with yet another of her simple yet
ever comforting innovations just like
she did that day. With three ingredients
that sound ever so simple she played
something in front of me that I till date
can deem as my soul food and I know I
always will further on. She picked up
three ripe bananas from the counter
and cut them into slices, heated some
homemade ghee and added sugar to it
to gather a glaze like consistency an
went on to add the slices of bananas to
have it braised in the glaze, once done

whether made with fresh crab
or umami-rich canned
varieties. Quick to
prepare in just 90
seconds, it combines
sautéed crab meat,
onions, tomato, and bell
B pepper with whisked eggs,
creating a crispy yet fluffy
omelette that embodies my promise &
dedication to global culinary
excellence. My mother’s cherished
recipe continues to influence me to
create delicious and memorable
recipes””

MOTHER'S BANANA CREPES
BY CHEF SAJID PATEL

Executive Chef

Sheraton Grand Bangalore Hotel at Brigade Gateway

she procured a day old wheat parantha
rom the casserole and wrapped the
ombre braised bananas in it. She cut it
into triangles for me and as I recall that
savory afternoon and the child inside
me finds solace in the sheer flavours of
sweet something out of nothings and
innocence.
Having given you the background, I
have aspired always to give my guests
the similar taste of nostalgia and
innocence that we carry from our
boyhood days. My spin on the rendition
of bananas that my mother made me
fall in love with would be nothing too
different but just a spin on the French
dessert, Crepes””

BY CHEF ANIL RAWAT
Executive Chef

" Khao Lak, Thailand

“I am working In Thailand since 2006
and I miss my home food of Uttarakhand
alot. My mother used to cook for us a
great BBQ fish which was regularly
caught by my maternal grandfather. It was
cooked in the house in small clay stove -
chulha and I used to watch it with utmost
concentration. My mother used several
local spices of Garhwal hills to finish the
‘marination including turmeric, cumin,
salt, lemon, garam masala, mustard oil,

THAP TAWAN SMOKED FISH

Le Méridien Khao Lak Resort & Spa

MEHROTRA

Accent

DAL MORADABADI
BY CHEF MANISH

Culinary Director - Indian

INGREDIENTS
® Split moong dal 3 tbsp
® Turmeric powder % tsp
® Ghee 1 tbsp
® Cumin seeds % tbsp.
® Asafoetida % tsp

® Ginger, chopped 1 t

@ Green chillies, chopped Y4 tsp

@ Salted butter 1 tbsp

“Lentils are a staple of Indian cuisine, and in no
other country are they used in so many ways to
make such a variety of dishes-stews, fritters,
salads, snacks and this chaat. Made with the
humble split moong dal, often derided as diet
for the sick or elderly, this famous chaat from
Moradabad, a small town in northern India, is a
favourite of mine. My mother hails from
Moradabad, and when we visited my maternal
grandparents during vacations, we looked
forward to eating Dal Moradabadi, made in our

@ Coriander leaves, chopped 1 tsp
® Cloves 2-3 nos.

® Black salt % tsp

® Salt to taste

©® Water 300 ml

T0 SERVE

©® Tamarind chutney 2 tsp
® Green chutney 1 tsp

® Onions, chopped 2 tsp
® Tomatoes, chopped 2 tsp

METHOD

garlic and coriander. I used to love mint
chutney which she prepared on sil batta
and served along with it.

So I have tried to take inspiration from
there and serve “Thap Tawan Smoked
Fish” in my menu. Thap Tawan is local
fisherman village here. We receive fresh

fish on daily basis, I clean and marinate
for few hours, then put in slow fire with
wood, cook for 20 minutes - squeeze fresh
lemon on top and serve hot with mint
chutney. I am extremely happy to carry
on my home recipe here and get
compliments”

kitchen as well as we excited to have it from the
chaat-wala ringing his cycle-bell to announce
his arrival on our street. At Indian Accent, I
take pride in offering my own version as T
temper the boiled dal with a variety of
ingredients. Since the dish is thick and pasty, it
is accompanied with a chur chur paratha”

® Lime juice % tsp

® Fried moong dal or
chanachur, dal moth,
1 tbsp or Bombay mix
(as garnish)

@ Bhuknu masala % tsp

Clean and thoroughly wash the
dal. Soak for at least 1 hour. Boil
the soaked dal with turmeric

it is pasty. As the dal boils, stir
continuously to avoid it sticking
to the bottom of the pan.

Heat ghee in a heavy bottom pan.
Crackle some cumin seeds. Add
asafoetida. Add chopped ginger
and green chillies. Sauté briefly,
add cloves, black salt and salt, and
then add this tempering to the
dal. Cover the pan immediately so
that the dal is infused with the
tempering. Add butter and
chopped coriander.

Pour the hot dal into a serving
bowl. Drizzle some tamarind and
green chutneys over it. Sprinkle
chopped onions and tomatoes.
Add a dash of lime juice. Garnish
with fried moong dal, chanachur,
dal moth, or Bombay mix. Finish
with bhuknu masala. A specialty
from Unnao in Uttar Pradesh,
this is a type of chaat masala with
a strong flavour of hing. Bhuknu
masala can be substituted with
regular chaat masala.

powder in a heavy bottom pan till

Sharmila Chand is an author and
independent journalist who writes
on Travel, Food and Lifestyle

NO MONKEY BUSINESS THIS!

Whether you're a food enthusiast, a nightlife aficionado, or simply someone looking for a unique dining experience, Monkey
Bar promises an unforgettable adventure. Jom GYANESHWAR DAYAL as he explores this happenmg night out

Kunj, New Delhi, lies a

vibrant and eclectic haven
that beckons to the city's
cosmopolitan crowd-Monkey
Bar. This charming gastro-
pub effortlessly combines
quirky aesthetics with a
menu brimming with
innovative culinary delights,
making it a must-visit
destination for both food
enthusiasts and nightlife

In the heart of Vasant

Bar. The two met at the Olive

aficionados. Bar & Kitchen in Mumbai
The sky s cast over and my  and opened their first
heart is filled with Monkey Bar in Bengaluru in

2012, and thereafter never
looked back, going on to
open it in other

anticipation. As I step into
Monkey Bar, T am
immediately enveloped

in an ambiance
that's both
playful and
inviting. The
decor is
interesting and
awe-inspiring at
the same time.
There are no boring
brick walls or a roof for that
matter; it is a glass pyramid.
And so, you are going to
spend your evening in a
pyramid with a lot of funky
music and very hospitable
staff, Monkey Bar is a
brainchild of Chetan Rampal
and Chef Manu Chandra.
They are the owners of the
popular gastropub Monkey

metropolitan cities.
Coming to the
interior, the large
glass panes allow
natural light to
flood in during
the day, creating a
warm an
welcoming atmosphere.
By night, the space
transtorms with dim lighting
and an energetic vibe, perfect
for those looking to unwind
after a long day. The interior
is a visual treat with colorful
murals and an eclectic mix of
furniture; it is a perfect
setting for the night. The bar
area, with its well-stocked
shelves, is a focal point,

drawing patrons for both its
visual appeal and the promise
of expertly crafted cocktails.
As ateetotaller, I am, of
course, not qualified to
comment on the cocktails
served, but happy faces
around me suggest they are
next level. My friends tell me
that the bartenders here are
true mixologists, crafting
drinks that are both visually
stunning and tantalizing to
the taste buds, I guess they

are right. Monkey Bar has its
own signature cocktails-
Jalapeno Lassi, VV Corner,
Rasam TEQ, and, of course,
Down and Dirty. The names
are as funky as they could be.
My mocktail is surely
something I can talk about
and recommend. My mojito
(without alcohol), called a
‘nojito,’ has a coconut flavor
to it and is refreshing as  well
!

Cozy nooks and communal

Mutton Curry. The desserts
are Snicker Bar and Mobar
Sundae Sandwich. One could
try it all to feel truly
gluttonous.

My favourite is, of course, the
avocado dish that alone could
satiate my appetite, but I try
rice and other Indian
options, leaving little space
for dessert, which T have any
way. It is nutty and melts in
the mouth.

Monkey Bar in Vasant Kunj
is more than just a p ace to
eat and drink; it's
experience. The lhoughlful
blend of ambiance,
innovative menu, and

tables cater to both intimate
gatherings and larger groups,
ensuring that everyone feels
at home. We have a party
going, so the tables are
joined, and the best thing
about it is that the food is
served. Starters are both veg
and non-veg.

Monkey Bar's menu is a
celebration of creativity and
flavour, offering a diverse
range of dishes that cater to
varied palates. The kitchen is

helmed by a talented chef
Sumit who is a super cool
young guy, takes your
comments

seriously; and is

that are as exotic as they are
delicious. The main courses,
like the starters, are
well thought out,
tantalizing the

eager to make taste buds.
amends as per They have an
your interesting
preference. His array of dishes
expertise results for mains:

in a fusion of Puliogare Rice
Indian and and Bhindi Raita,
international cuisines, Herby Lemon

resulting in an array of dishes ~ Chicken, and Country

signature cocktails creates a
unique and memorable
outing. Whether you're
looking to enjoy a casual
brunch with friends, a lively
evening out, or a romantic
dinner, Monkey Bar caters
to all, making it a must-visit
destination in New Delhi's
bustling nightlife scene. So,
next time you find yourself
in Vasant Kunj, let the
playful vibes and exotic
flavors of Monkey Bar
sweep you off your feet. As
T walk out after the sinful
evening, it is drizzling, and
1 get wet. A little price to
pay for a wonderful, sinful
evening!
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n a Magical evening of
dance and expression,
Bharatanatyam artist
Apeksha ~ Niranjan
presented her latest
production, “Nayanam,” at
the India Habitat Centre in
i. Nayanam, meaning
in Sanskrit, delved
into the myriad emotions
conveyed through the eyes,
ranging from joy and love to
sorrow and longing. This
thematic exploration
highlighted ~ the  eyes’
significance as windows to
the soul, showcasing their
ability to define beauty,
communicate emotions and
enhance the storytelling
aspect of dance.
Bharatanatyam, a classical
Indian dance form, relies
heavily on the eyes as a
fi

powerful  medium  of
expression,  transcending
language, race and culture,
Apeksha Niranjan's
performance  beautifully
captured  this  essence,

showcasing how the eyes can
communicate the unspoken
and tell stories that resonate
deeply with the audience.
The evening began with an
alarippu that depicted the
various shaped eyes of the
gods, setting a spiritual and
mystical tone for the recital.
Alarippu, traditionally an
invocation, was presented

with intricate ye
movements that cunveyed a
multitude of ivine

perspectives. Apeksha’s eyes
danced with each movement,
narrating  stories  and
emotions without uttering a
word. Her portrayal of the
divine and the human, the
sacred and the mundane, was
nothing short of enchanting.
Apeksha’s dedication to her
art form was evident as she
seamlessly transitioned from
one emotion to another, her
eyes capturing the essence of
each character she portrayed.

audience was
mlmedntely drawn into the
performance, experiencing
the spirituality and depth of
the dance. In the Varnam
segment, Apeksha explored
the complex emotions that

eyes can convey, such as
anger, fear, sparkle and joy.

Each sentiment was
meticulously  portrayed
through her _expressions,

making the audience feel the
intensity of each emotion.

Apeksha’s eyes were the
protagonists of her
performance,  embodying

every character and narrative
with authenticity and grace.

The Varnam segment is
traditionally the centerpiece

of a Bharatanatyam
performance, known for its
complexity and  depth.

Apeksha’s rendition was a
masterclass  in  emotive
storytelling. Through her
eyes, she conveyed the
myriad facets of human
emotions, from the tender
glances of a lover to the
fierce gaze of a warrior. Her
performance illustrated the
power  of  non-verbal
communication,  proving
that sometimes, a single
glance can speak volumes. A
unique feature of
the evening was ]
-

the  special
presentation_on
Polish folk
music,  whe
Apeksha depicted a young
girl expectantly waiting for
her lover. This unexpected
fusion of Bharatanatyam
with Polish folk music left
the audience mesmerised.
The applause and never-
ending appreciation were a
testament to the seamless
integration of these two
iverse cultures through
dance.

The Polish folk music piece
was a refreshing departure
from the traditional
Bharatanatyam  repertoire,
yet Apeksha managed to
weave it into the narrative
effortlessly. Her portrayal of
the young girl, filled with
anticipation  and longing,
was both poignant
powerful. The wuse of
Bharatanatyam to express
the emotions in Polish folk
music showcased Apeksha’s
versatility as a dancer and
her ability to transcend
cultural boundaries through

the pioneer
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NOTHING IN LIFE IS TO BE FEARED, IT IS
ONLY TO BE UNDERSTOOD. NOW IS THE
TIME TO UNDERSTAND MORE, SO THAT
WE MAY FEAR LESS
— MARIE CURIE

Apeksha Niranjan captivated the audience with her emotive
Bharatanatyam recital, “Nayanam."This performance showcased
the profound expressive power of the eyes, highlighting their
role in conveying a spectrum of emotions and stories

Esays SAKSHI

BHARATANATYAM, A
CLASSICAL INDIAN
DANCE FORM,
RELIES HEAVILY ON
THE EYES AS A
POWERFUL MEDIUM
OF EXPRESSION,
TRANSCENDING
LANGUAGE, RACE
AND CULTURE

| dance; it

PRIYA

Apeksha's
performance continued to
captivate with a segment on a
Surdas bhajan, showcasing
the love of a bhakt for his
lord. Her eyes, reflecting
devotion and  surrender,
brought the bhajan to life,
creating a profound spiritual
experience for the audience.
Each gesture and expression
was imbued with deep
reverence, highlighting the
spiritual connection between
the devotee and the divine.

The Surdas bhajan segment
was a testament to Apeksha’s
ability to convey complex
emotions through her dance.
Her portrayal of the bhakts
unwavering devotion and
love was deeply moving,
resonating with the audience
on a spiritual level. Apeksha’s
eyes, filled with devotion and
reverence, were the focal
point of this performance,
drawing the audience into
the spiritual journey of the
bhakt. Another remarkable
composition was the
Vatsalya Padam, where she
portrayed mother
searclung for her child after a
scolding,  This  piece
beautifully captured  the
nuanced emotions of a
mother’s love and concern,
again through the eloquence
of her eyes. Apekshas
performance in this segment
was  both tender and
powerful, showcasing the
depth of a mother’s love and
the emotional turmoil that
comes with it.

The Vatsalya Padam was a
touching  portrayal  of
maternal love and concern.
Apeksha’s eyes conveyed the
mother’s desperation, regret
and eventual relief upon
finding her child. The
audience could feel the
intensity of the mother’s
emotions, making this
segment one of the
highlights of the evening.
The recital was not just about
was  about
preserving and showcasing
the rich heritage of classica
dance to the world. Apeksha
Niranjan's “Nayanam” was a
celebration of the language of

the eyes, a tribute to their
unparalleled ~ ability ~ to
communicate emotions and
stories.  Through  her
performance, Apeksha
demonstrated the timeless
beauty and relevance of

Bharatanatyam in today’s
world.

Apeksha Niranjan’s
“Nayanam” was a vivid

reminder of how the eyes,
with their silent eloquence,
can_ speak volumes. Her
performance was a journey
through emotions, stories
and traditions, all conveyed
through the captivating
language of the eyes. It was
an evening that left an
indelible mark on everyone
present, reinforcing the
timeless adage that the eyes
are indeed the windows to
the soul. As the curtains
drew to a close, the audience
was left in awe of Apeksha
Niranjan's ability to convey
such ~ profound ~emotions
through her  dance.
“Nayanam” was more than
just a performance; it was a
celebration of the expressive
power of the eyes and the
rich heritage
Bharatanatyam. Apukahaa
dedication to her craft and
her ability to transcend
cultural boundaries through
her art were truly inspiring.
In worls where
appreciation for classical arts
is dwindling, it is crucial for
us to recognise and celebrate
the talents that keep our
cultural heritage alive. As
those who were present can
attest, Apeksha Niranjan’s
performance was a witness
to the timeless beauty of
Bharatanatyam, a dance
form rooted deeply in our
culture and heritage.
In the words of Apeksha
herself, “Jo lafze nahi baya
karti wo, aankhein baya karti
hain;” meaning, “What words
cannot express, the eyes do”
Her performance was a
testament to this truth,
leaving the audience with a
deeper appreciation for the
art of Bharatanatyam and the
silent eloquence of the eyes.
Photos: Pankaj Kumar/Pioneer
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n the vibrant heritage of India’s
cultural renaissance, Dr Masooma
Rizvi emerges as a luminary figure,
weaving art, history and modernity
into breathtaking narratives that
captivate millions. As a preeminent art
curator, designer and museologist, Dr Rizvi
has become the architect of India’s evolving
aesthetic identity, transforming public
spaces and prestigious institutions into
galleries that showcase the nation’s rich
heritage and contemporary dynamism.
From the corridors of power to the
gateways of the nation, Dr Rizvi’s artistic
touch is worldwide. As the art curator for
15 airports under the Airport Authority of
India, she has transformed these bustling
center points into galleries that showcase
India’s rich heritage to travelers from
around the globe. Her crowning
achievement in this realm is perhaps the
mesmerising depiction of Lord Ram’s
return at the Maharishi Valmiki
International Airport in Ayodhya Dham, a
piece that marries mythology with
modernity in a truly magnificent manner.
The New Parliament Building of India
bears the indelible mark of Dr Rizvi’s
artistic acumen. As the project’s art
curator, she has infused this symbol of
Indian democracy with a visual narrative
that echoes the nation’s past while
embracing its future. Her collaboration
with the Culture Ministry for the building’s
art galleries ensures that each carefully
selected piece not only beautifies the space
but also tells a story of India’s diverse
cultural and aspirations.
Dr Rizvi’s expertise shines brightest in her
museum projects, where she breathes life
into history. Her work on multiple
Deendayal Upadhyaya Museums across
India, from Mumbai to Noida,
demonstrates her unparalleled ability to
create immersive experiences that educate,
inspire and connect visitors with India’s
intellectual and cultural heritage. These
museums, under her guidance, become
more than repositories of artifacts, they are
vibrant spaces where the past converses
with the present, inspiring future
generations.
What sets Dr Rizvi apart is her versatility.
She moves effortlessly between projects for
government ministries, educational
institutions and military organisations. Her
work for the IIT Delhi campus, focusing
on a ‘Science and Technology Theme,
showcases her ability to adapt her artistic
vision to diverse contexts. Internationally,
Dr Rizvi has left her mark through projects
like the Indo Bahrain Friendship Mural
and the Indian Buddhist Temple artwork
in China’s White Horse Temple Complex.

nations.

pres

elevate.

SCULPTING INDIA'S
ULTURAL LANDSCAPE

The Artistic Vision of Dr Masooma Rizvi is not just a
contributor but a visionary architecture, shaping the way
millions of people experience and understand India’s
cultural richness, writes SAKSHI PRIYA

These projects not only beautify spaces but
also serve as cultural bridges, enric
understanding and appreciation between

Perhaps most impressively, Dr Rizvi’s work
has consistently garnered recognition from
India’s highest offices. Many of her projects
have been inaugurated by dignitaries
including the Prime Minister, President
and various ministers, underscoring the
national importance of her contributions.
As India continues to evolve and grow on
the world stage, Dr Masooma Rizvi stands
as a cultural ambassador, using her artistic
vision to showcase the nation’s rich
heritage and contemporary dynamism.
Through her work, she not only beautifies
spaces but also tells the story of India - its
past, present and future in vivid,
unforgettable strokes.

As India continues to assert its cultural
identity on the global stage, Dr Masooma
Rizvi stands at the forefront, wielding her
artistic vision like a brush that paints the
nation’s story on the canvas of public
consciousness. Her work goes beyond just
aesthetics, it is a powerful medium for

ing heritage, national pride and
inspiring future generations. Through her
work, Dr Masooma Rizvi is not just
curating art, she is curating the very
essence of India’s cultural identity for
generations to come.

In the grand narrative of Indian art and
culture, Dr Masooma Rizvi is not just a
contributor but a visionary architect,
shaping the way millions of people
experience and understand India’s cultural
richness. Her legacy is etched not just in
the artworks she creates, but in the cultural
consciousness she helps to mold and

Exploring Humanity’s Connection in Art

Explore the transformative experience of art in the exhibition “The Divine Elements Volume Two”, where artist Divyaman Singh merges art and astronomy to explore humanity’s
profound connection with the universe. This exhibition invites viewers on a transformative journey of introspection and wonder, says TEAM AGENDA

India Habitat Center hosts a

transformative artistic journey
with  “The Divine Elements
Volume Two,” curated by Shahzada
Khurram and featuring  the
visionary artworks of Divyaman
Singh. This highly anticipated solo
exhibition transcends traditional
boundaries, inviting viewers on an
immersive exploration of
humanity’s intricate coexistence
with  the celestial universe.
Building upon the thematic
foundation of its predecessor,
Volume Two explores deeper into
the profound connections between
human existence and the cosmos,
drawing inspiration from the
concept of ‘Samavesa® - the
harmonious interplay between
humanity and divine elements.
Through a blend of astronomy and

In the heart of New Delhi, the

spirituality, ~ Singh’s  artworks
illuminate ~ the  symbiotic
relationship between humanity
and  the stars, prompting

introspection and wonder among
its audiences.

The Exhibition, “The Divine
Elements Volume Two” is a
meticulous  fusion of artistic

expression and academic inquiry.
Each artwork in this collection is
‘more than a visual masterpiece; it is
a tribute to Singh’s rigorous research

and scholarly approach. Over the
course of two years Singh has
meticulously explored themes of
cosmic  balance and human
interconnectedness, culminating in
a series of artworks that transcend
more than just aesthetic appeal.

One of the exhibition’s centerpieces,
“Horizon,” symbolises the boundary
where Earth meets the sky. Through
this painting, Singh invites viewers
to contemplate the convergence of
human perception with cosmic
dimensions,  highlighting ~ our
interconnectedness with celestial
forces and natural rhythms.
Similarly, “Reflection” employs
vibrant hues of red, black and white

to explore the reflection of human
existence within the vast universe.
This artwork draws inspiration

from Vishnu as the cosmic
sustainer, emphasising the
interconnectedness ~ of  every

individual soul (jiva) with the
cosmic order (dharma). Another
striking piece, “Atman - soul
captivates with its depiction of the
human soul as inseparable from the
cosmic  fabric. This artwork
symbolism spiritual evolution and
liberation, echoing beliefs  in
interconnectedness across cosmic
principles. Themes of balance and
harmony resonate throughout the
exhibition, as seen in artworks like

“Black Hole” and “Galaxy,” which
depict the cosmic forces that shape
our universe.

Beyond the visual allure, Singh's
artworks in Volume Two serve as a
journey through the stages of
academic exploration. Each piece
represents a culmination of in-
depth research and contemplation,
offering  viewers a deeper
understanding of humanity’s place
in the cosmic. In a conversation
with the artist, Singh shares his
inspiration behind %e exhibition,

rooted in the concept of
Vishnukuran and the cosmic
balance of the universe. He

expresses his hope that viewers will

engage not only with the art’ visual
appeal but also with its underlying
academic depth. Volume Two
expands upon Volume One’s
exploration of astronomy and
spirituality, aiming to provoke
thought and spark conversations
about humanity’s role within the
universe.

In contemporary art, few
exhibitions ~ offer such a
transformative experience. By
bridging the gap between art and
academia, Divyaman Singh and
Shahzada Khurram have curated

more than a just showcase of

paintings; they have crafted a
narrative that resonates with the

very essence of human existence.
As visitors navigate through the
galleries, they are not mere
observers but participants in a
profound dialogue about human
existence cosmic
mttrconncdtdntn “The Divine
Elements Volume Two” transcends
the boundaries of traditional art
exhibitions, offering an immersive
experience that merges artistic
expression with scholarly inquiry.
Through ~ Singh's  meticulous
artworks, viewers are invited to
reflect on their place within the
universe, assisting a deeper
appreciation for the beauty and
mystery that surround us.

In closing, “The Divine Elements
Volume Two” stands as an
exemplification to the
transformative power of art to
provoke introspection  and
inspire wonder. It leaves an
indelible mark on its audience,
encouraging them to contemplate
the intricate threads that
connect humanity with the
cosmos. As the exhibition draws
to a close, its legacy endures,
leaving viewers with a renewed
sense of wonder and deeper
understanding of our
interconnected existence in the
vast expanse of the universe.
Photos: Pankaj Kumar/Pioneer
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Rate Cuts Premature

n the intricacies of economic policy, the relationship

between inflation and interest rates is a pivotal one.

Signals from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) indicate
that the anticipation of a rate cut remains premature.
This decision underscores the central bank’s cautious
approach towards economic stability and its steadfast
commitment to achieving its long-term inflation target of
4 per cent. Inflation, the silent eroder of purchasing po-
wer, is a metric that central banks around the world vig-
ilantly monitor. For India, maintaining a delicate bal-
ance between fostering economic growth and controlling
inflation is particularly crucial. The uptick in inflation
from 4.75 per cent in May to 5.08 per cent in June is
enough to warrant prudence. This is especially true in an
environment where global economic uncertainties and
domestic challenges persist. The RBI's decision to hold
interest rates steady for eight consecutive policy meet-
ings reflects a nuanced understanding of the current
economic landscape. Lowering interest rates could po-
tentially stimulate borrowing and investment, theoreti-
cally boosting economic activity. However, this comes
with the risk of further inflating an already above-target
inflation rate. In essence, the central bank is navigating
between stimulating growth and preventing runaway
inflation. One might argue that a rate cut could provide
the necessary impetus for achieving the projected eco-
nomic growth of 7.2 per cent for the fiscal year ending
March 2025. Indeed, such growth would be a remark-
able achievement and a testament to India's economic
resilience. However, the RBI's cautious stance suggests
that the underlying economic fundamentals might not
yet fully support such a move. The focus remains on
long-term stability rather than short-term gains.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das'’s reiteration that it is
“too early to talk about a change in the monetary policy
stance” until inflation aligns more closely with the 4 per
cent target is a clear signal to markets and policymakers.
The central bank’s commitment to its inflation target is a
cornerstone of its credibility. Any premature deviation
could undermine this credibility and destabilise expec-
tations, which are crucial for economic planning and
investment. The central bank’s study of the neutral inter-
est rate ~ where inflation is close to target and growth is
near its potential ~ is another layer of its prudent appro-
ach. This rate acts as a benchmark for assessing whether
current monetary policy is stimulative or restrictive. The
findings of this study, expected in the next couple of
months, will provide valuable insights into the appro-
priate policy path forward. India’s economic journey is at
a critical juncture. With strong growth momentum and
ambitious targets, the path ahead requires a careful bal-
ancing act. The RBI's current stance reflects a deep
understanding of this delicate balance. While the lure of
rate cuts as a quick fix for economic stimulation is strong,
the central bank’s measured approach underscores the
importance of long-term stability over short-term expe-
diency.

Biden candidacy

In the whirlwind of American politics, moments of

slip-ups and missteps by leaders often become pivotal

points in assessing their capability and readiness for
office. President Joe Biden's confusion between Vice
President Kamala Harris and former President Donald
Trump, alongside other verbal gaffes including reference
to the Ukrainian head of state as President Putin, has
ignited a storm of debate about his fitness for the presi-
dency as he gears up for a re-election bid. Critics argue
that these instances of confusion are not just lapses in
memory but symptomatic of larger concerns about Mr
Biden’s mental acuity and ability to lead effectively. Such
doubts have only been amplified by internal pressures
within his own party, with some Democrats openly ques-
tioning whether he should continue his campaign. For
them, the stakes are high, especially with the memory of
his lackluster debate performance against Mr Trump still
fresh. Supporters, on the other hand, contend that Mr
Biden’s long career in politics, marked by resilience and
experience, outweighs occasional verbal miscues. They
highlight his successes on the international stage, such as
rallying support for Ukraine amid Russian aggression
and navigating complex geopolitical tensions with
finesse. To them, Mr Biden'’s ability to steer global
alliances and tackle pressing issues like the Israel-Gaza
conflict underscore his competence despite verbal slip-
ups. The broader implications of Mr Biden's situation
extend beyond personal critique. They reflect deeper
concerns about the US presidency itself ~ its demands,
its pressures, and the toll it takes on those who occupy
the Oval Office. The presidency is a grueling role that
demands unwavering focus and mental agility, qualities
that voters rightly scrutinise in their leaders. Mr Biden's
slip-ups raise legitimate questions about whether he can
meet these demanding standards over another four-year
term.

In assessing Mr Biden’s candidacy, it is crucial to
differentiate between policy substance and personal per-
formance. While verbal mistakes can be jarring, they do
not necessarily equate to incompetence in governance.
The presidency requires a complex balance of leader-
ship, diplomacy, and decision-making, qualities that Mr
Biden has displayed throughout his career. Looking
ahead, the road to re-election for Mr Biden appears frau-
ght with challenges. Internal dissent and mixed polling
results suggest a turbulent path forward. Yet, political
fortunes can shift rapidly, especially in the unpredictable
landscape of American elections. Mr Biden’s campaign
strategy, focusing on key battleground states where his
electoral success hinges, underscores a calculated appr-
oach to secure victory despite the current uncertainties.
Ultimately, the decision lies with the electorate. Ameri:
can voters must weigh Mr Biden’s decades of experi-
ence, his policy achievements, and his capacity to navig-
ate global crises against concerns about his verbal stum-
bles. The outcome will not only determine the next four
years of US leadership but also shape perceptions of
presidential fitness and the standards by which future
candidates are judged. In the end, while Mr Biden’s
recent slip-ups have sparked debate and introspection,
they should prompt a deeper conversation about what
qualities Americans prioritise in their presidents.

Putin in Vietnam~1

Vietnam's conduct of foreign policy finds resonance with that of India. Like India, it has
dealt with its relations with Russia, especially the war with Ukraine, deftly by maintaining
neutrality, while nurturing its ties with both the US and Russia at the same level. For
Vietnam, stress on Asean centrality has helped it in navigating through geopolitical struggle
and remain relevant in regional diplomacy. Vietnam is convinced that it needs to adhere
to Asean centrality and remain engaged with all major powers

L7

n June, Russian President

Vladimir Putin made two

significant overseas visits,

first to North Korea where
he signed a landmark security
treaty with North Korean leader
Kim Jong-Un and then to Viet-
nam, one of Asia’s fastest grow-
ing economies and one of the
most diplomatically active
countries in the 21st century.

All this was before he host-
ed Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at a summit
meeting back at home. This arti-
cle shall discuss the significance
of Putin’s visit to Vietnam and
what it conveyed to the world.

In recent times, Vietnam
that was once isolated because
of its ideological positioning, is
diplomatically very active and
has made an impact of rele-
vance to the world.

For a long time, the West
had a jaundiced view about
Vietnam and saw it as pariah
state. But it has leapfrogged to
the position of one of Asia’s
fastest growing economies and
upgraded relations with Japan,
Australia and India.

Many of these countries
including India have prioritised
the bolstering of economic and
security cooperation with Han-
oi. Hanoi upgraded relations
with key global actors such as
the US and Japan in 2023, and
with Australia in early 2024. This
was a clear demonstration that
its influence on the world stage
has increased.

By welcoming Putin, was
Hanoi trying to make a point to
endorse the view that it remains
a priority to Russia over any oth-
er country? The answer to this
question can be both Yes and
No. The fact is that with its ach-

ly was that it was Putin’s first
visit to a Southeast Asian coun-
try since the war in Ukraine
broke out.

Already under Western
sanctions because of military
operations in Ukraine and by
choosing to visit Vietnam, Putin
intended to send a clear mes-
sage to the West that Russia
continues to remain relevant in
global affairs and
cannot be isolated.

The visit how-
ever did not yield
any significant
agreements for
Hanoi. Discussi-
ons focused more
on expanding eco-
nomic coopera-
tion rather than on
security issues.
Viewed differently,
with the frayed ties
with China over
the South China
Sea issue, Hanoi
choose to lean

Fellow, PMIML,

The writer is for
Ministry of
culture, Governm
Ne

and some of the members of the
Asean bloc have evinced inter-
est in joining the grouping,
Putin was probably keen to send
a message of support for
Hanoi’s potential membership
aspirations.

Vietnam has not yet openly
expressed keenness to join the
BRICS but is now studying the
possibilities. It may be noted
that ‘prior to
Putin’s visit, a Viet-
namese delegation
visited Russia to
attend the BRICS
Plus dialogue.

Sooner or lat-
er, Vietnam will
see the advantage
for itself if it joins
BRICS. Since Viet-
nam prioritises
dealing with mul-
tilateral diplomat-
ic institutions and
advocates a multi-
polar world order
with a view to stre-

rmer Senior

ent of India,
i

towards Russia as
a counterbalance measure and
accorded Putin a 21-gun salute,
thereby endorsing the percep-
tion that Russia remains a pri-
ority in Vietnam’s foreign poli-
cy.

One cannot miss the timing
and associated symbolism of
Putin’s decision to visit Vietnam
at this time when the world's
major powers see Russia with
suspicious eyes.

Of course, India stands alto-
gether differently and refused to
join the sanctions imposed by
the West. India has chosen to
conduct its relations with Rus-
sia keeping in mind its national
interests.

After all, India has a special

in 1 | rela-
tionships and neutral foreign
policy and expanding the web of
international relations, Hanoi
was aiming to bail out Russia
from the eyes of the world as a
diplomatic pariah state, a per-
ception that has existed since
Putin came to power.
‘What the world noted keen-

= LETTERS TO THE EDITOR editor@thestatesm

with Russia histori-
cally and that cannot be undone
easily. Prime Minister Modi's
visit further strengthens this
time-tested bonding.

Russia holds the BRICS
chairmanship for 2024 and is
going to host the summit meet-
ing in October. Since there are
talks about BRICS expansion

ngthen
ties with growing economies,
joining the BRICS fold shall pro-
vide additional heft to its aspi-
rations to be a responsible play-
er in world affairs.

Vietnam’s conduct of for-
eign policy finds resonance with
that of India. Like India, it has
dealt with its relations with Rus-
sia, especially the war with
Ukraine, deftly by maintaining
neutrality, while nurturing its
ties with both the US and Russia
at the same level.

For Vietnam, stress on Ase-
an centrality has helped it in
navigating through geopolitical
struggle and remain relevant in
regional diplomacy. Vietnam is
convinced that it needs to
adhere to Asean centrality and
remain engaged with all major
powers.

Such an approach will be in
compliance with Vietnam's cur-
rent foreign policy approach in
which geopolitical rivalry among
major powers can be kept at a
distance.

There is a new twist to the

.com

meeting if seen in the context of
Vietnam-China tensions over
the South China Sea. Putin agr-
eed for Russia-Vietnam joint oil
exploration in areas that fall
within Vietnam's Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ), something
akin to what India’s ONGC'’s
overseas wing has been doing.

s Russian companies ope-
rate in Vietnam’s EEZ, which lies
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Why Al must be
regulated

visited the Louvre Museum a cou-

ple of months ago, where legends

and mythologies of humankind are

preserved. Before the age of scien-
tific reasoning in the 19th century,
humankind lived based on beliefs and
myths since we could not prove or scie-
ntifically reason what someone else
observed. What became a legend and
then a truth was based on what we
wanted to see as a truth from a com-
pelling story told by others. We could
record what we see with modern recor-
ding technology during the Industrial
Revolution. This included photogra-
phy, filming, audio recording and X-
rays. Finally, others could examine
whether what someone claims is true
or not. Recording technology became
the basis of scientific research and jou-
rnalism. We built scientific institutions
and communities to cross-check scien-
tific observations and established jou-
rnalism to deliver what happened
based on recording technologies. With
one premise, that the recording is au-
thentic and original, we could finally
evolve to an era of scientific reasoning,
humankind concerning a straightfor-
ward thought: “What is true?”

With generative Al, the premise
has collapsed that what we see and
hear, seeming to be recorded, should
be accurate. The last resort for people
to validate facts based on the record-
ing will lose credibility, and we will no
longer be able to scientifically reason
based on facts. What we want to believe
as facts becomes truth to us and, ironi-
cally, with the most advantageous te-
chnology humankind has created, we
will now return to the era of legends
and mythology. To prevent humankind
from rewinding the clock in history, we
need to regulate Al by technologically
enforcing disclaimers that it is Al-gen-
erated. This requires an immediate
international collaborative effort to

within Beijing’s self-
10-dash line, Moscow tacitly
supports Vietnam's sovereignty
claims in the disputed South
China Sea. No wonder, Putin
signed more deals to further
Russia-Vietnam cooperation on
oil and gas exploration, which
could irk Beijing. At the same
time, a strong message was sent
out by expressing a commit-
ment to ensure “security, safe-
ty, freedom of navigation and
aviation” in and over the South
China Sea.

Vietnam is aware that
China is not likely to back-track
on its position in the South
China Sea so easily. Vietnam too
is unlikely to yield space easily.
Its diplomatic profile has grown
and it has friends to back upon.
So, China runs the risk of re-
maining isolated and cannot be
expected to have an easy ride.

Hanoi is aware that China
shall remain a top concern
because of its hardened position
in the South China Sea. For
Vietnam, besides its own sover-
eignty issue, ensuring maritime
security remains at the top of its
agenda.

Does Putin’s visit indicate
that Russia would come to Viet-
nam’s rescue if a conflict breaks
out between China and Viet-
nam? That is a million dollar
question for which there is no
easy answer. In such a situation,
while Russia is unlikely to overt-
ly support Vietnam in case a cri-
sis breaks out in the South
China Sea in order not to openly
confront China, it can potential-
ly play a pacifying role in Chi-
nese-Vietnamese tensions.

(To Be Concluded)

the impact of Al
on society and implement globally
applicable regulations. This also calls
for the establishment of an interna-
tional organization to govern Al

I The Korea Herald
Health insurance deficit

outh Korea’s public health sys-

tem is still mired in a protracted

dispute between the govern-

ment and doctors over the med-
ical school enrollment quota. On top
of the current debacle, there is a poten-
tially devastating problem that needs
more attention from policymakers: the
growth of the country’s health insur-
ance deficit. According to research sub-
mitted to the Korean Association of
Health Economics and Policy, the
accumulated deficit of Korea's health
insurance will top 563 trillion won
($408 billion) in 18 years, if the current
bloated coverage for medical services
continues without a drastic overhaul.
The report authored by a team led by
Kim Youn-hee, a medical professor at
Inha University, the country’s health
insurance system is expected to record
a deficit of around 1 trillion won this
year, compared with a gain of 4.1 tril-
lion won in 2023. The report said that
the shortfall is likely to accelerate in the
coming years: 15 trillion won in 2030,
40 trillion won in 2036, and 81 trillion
won in 2042. The cash reserve for the
national health insurance, which is
‘managed by the National Health Insur-
ance Service, is projected to completely
dry up by 2029, and the cumulative bal-
ance is forecast to come in at a whop-
ping 563 trillion won in deficit in 2042,
The country’s health insurance balance
was in the black for three years in a row
until last year, as the government tight-
ened medical coverage.

Growing challenges

SIR, This refers to the editorial,
“Balanced diplomacy” published
today. The war in Ukraine sharp-
ened the renewed great power
rivalries and India had significant
partnerships with both sides ~ the
traditional relationship with Rus-
sia on the one hand, and deepen-
ing ties with the US on the other.
Two and a half years later, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s first
visit to Russia since the conflict
began shows that New Delhi is
getting more adept on the diplo-
matic tightrope.

Reacting to the alleged
bombing by Russia of a children’s
hospital in Kyiv, he said that such
an incident was “painful” and
“peace talks do not succeed amid
bombs, guns and bullets”.

The joint statement “noted
with appreciation relevant pro-
posals of mediation and good
offices aimed at peaceful resolu-
tion of the conflict in accordance
with international law and on the
basis of the UN Charter in its
entirety and totality”.

These statements mark a

sharpening of the PM’s earlier
formulation that “this is not an
era of war”, first made in 2022
and echoed in the G20 New Delhi
Declaration.

At the same time, they leave
room for India to play the role of
a bridge between Russia and the
West. Calling Russia an “all-
weather friend” is aimed at ensur-
ing that Delhi and Moscow can
carry forward their engagement
despite the looming China factor
and India’s deep and growing ties
with the US and Europe.

Of course, Delhi's balancing
act is growing more demanding
in a polarised world. The current
scenario is volatile, what happens
in the US election later this year
has significant ramifications.
That’s why the way forward for
India is to continue to engage
with all partners based on its eco-
nomic and strategic interests. If a
partnership with the US, Japan
and Australia is necessary to keep
China in check in the Indo-Pacif-
ic, the relationship with Russia is
needed for energy security and

MODI'S VISIT

defence. Doing business with a
growing India is in the interest of
all sides.

Yours, etc., S S Paul,
Nadia, 12 July.

EQUAL RIGHTS

SIR, The decision rendered by the
Supreme Court on alimony for
divorced Muslim women was sig-
nificant. The court determined that
every woman, regardless of faith,
has the right to alimony. Justices
B.V. Nagarathna and Augustin
George Masih made independent
decisions, but came to the same
conclusion. Both indicated that a
divorced Muslim woman could file
a lawsuit against her husband
under Section 125 of the CrPC to
receive alimony. From this per-

SIR, This has reference to your report on PM Modi's visit to
Moscow and a letter published on 11 July. Despite pressure from
the West, PM Modi paid a two-day State visit to Moscow on 8-9
July 2024. The bold decision by Modi deserves praise. India’s
friendship with Russia is not liked by the EU countries and other
countries of the Western bloc including the US.

The EU Parliament’s resolution adopted a few months ago
condemning incidents in Manipur and some US organisations’
condemnation of the lack of religious freedom in India have
pushed India to lean more and more towards Russia. Russia is
our all-weather friend and we have one of the biggest military
cooperations with them. Dimitry Peskov, the Russian President’s
Press Secretary said that Modi's visit had made the US and the EU
jealous. This time PM's visit created a huge euphoria among the
Russians as it is linked with the balance of world power and Rus-
sia’s growing influence. PM Modi was well received by President
Putin and was awarded the highest civilian award in Russia.

Yours, etc., Amit Kumar Sarkar, Kolkata, 12 July.

spective, the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing is admirable and consistent
with the duties of a welfare state.
This verdict is identical to
the one handed down in the Shah
Bano case on 23 April 1985. In
fact, before now, alimony for div-
orced women was determined by
the Muslim Personal Law.
According to Shariat law, alimony
can only be paid to a divorced
woman during the duration of

epaperthestatesman.com

iddat. Iddat refers to the three-
month time during which a
woman cannot marry anyone
else. However, the Supreme
Court declared Section 125 of the
Indian Penal Code to be equally
applicable to all women, allowing
women to claim alimony even
after iddat. In reality, most
women in Indian society are still
dependant on their husbands
after marriage. It is tough to sus-

tain them if their husband aban-
dons them. Women who are
responsible for raising their child-
ren encounter a mountain of cha-
llenges. Many divorced Muslim
women do not remarry, therefore
collecting alimony merely during
the iddat period does not resolve
their issues. Every woman, as a
citizen, deserves equal rights.
Yours, etc., Abhijit Roy,
Jamshedpur, 11 July.
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No Viksit Bharat
without overhaul

of education

SWAMINATHAN 5 ANKLESARIA AIVAR

Prime biinister Modd's Vi Bharat
wislon af Iz becoming a hlgh in
come cosntry by 2047 is nmbations
It imiplies thot Indinns will becoms
edfuiated avd skilled enough to mer-
it hlr:h nenmies by global standards.

However, the 2023 Annval Survey of Education
Report s disma), About aquarterof all youth (14-18
vears) cannot read nolass I toxe 1 Ill'n”!' in thetr
regicmal langusge. Only 43% can sclve simple divi
aion sums. ASER I8 o rural survey, snd h(l[!F!UJI)
urban schools are battor, but the balk of th

MEW MODEL: Irnstead of crumbling govt sehools ke
this ane in Patna, we need a few Shandacr Hendras,
centres of excellonce to create a new ecosystem

difficiilt, Preaking th 2 o
Whaat Es the way forwand?

Moo st appeosch (5 boostart with o few Shondaar
Kenudras — eenires of excellence— in substandard
stabes and mepond tose in stages. That can gradually
Create i oW exnsysten 1o dlspines te oid. The effort

ton is Fural

India has some word-class schools and colleges
producing world-cliss graduntes, Bat below this v
e sifcation is rotten. In & country of 14 bllion,
even i thin layer anounts o milllons of people, who
Pz sk v eminence i It and abmosd. Butgove
schools n states are mostly pathetic. ASER reparts
show hardly any fmprewement in the [ast ten yoars.

By contrast, nwu'nmskl'nd.l‘l /idyalayas are

50N !
Om- fisibic salution, Mol ta to start Shandue
Hendras as jolnt vertures between Kendriya Vidyva-

Remarkable that French players like
Mbappe spoke out against Le Pen

Bestselling writer and Financial Times columnist
Simon Kuper has o new padeast as well as o memoir of
Paris, the city he moved to 22 vears ago to escape pricey
London. In an interview with Neelam Raaj, he spoke
about political ‘wolves' and footballing heroes

W You've spenl deeades i Paris, 38 let's stant
with the French election verdict. The woll, s you
called the far right, Tailed to turn the doorksob
this time bt the threat & tar From over. s 7
The Bl theead might actually be over
't oot sure, The soenario that sveryone talks

about is that Freneh snger keeps
el arel the Earright vote with
it andl eventually Marine Le ?\:n

Nayzs amd stnte sck These can be fundesd jointly
by the contre and stases. in the propertion of say
203, These Hendras should be protected from polli-
il Interference, Some teachers con be permanent
employees, but others should he staff from stato
schinals who will work in the excellent schooks for
five veors and then revert to the state system to try

good sehoale They wre d il
servants, gnd thia elite has dw c'lrmk b enatene qual
ity education.

1 helped my driver's two children, Saurabh and
Lawvely Khatri, get ntoa Keaxdrlya Vidvalaya through
the mrinister’s discretiomey quota, ARer gradinticn
and callege, Saurabh was hired by TCS and is cur-
rently shifting toanew I'T company. Lovely works tn

anpiher op IT company:
thery hiave moved from the bottom to tap ol the secial
Tnddor: That needs repotition m million fold for Indin
to become a high-income couniry.

But educatinn 15 a state subject, and sate govt

pread the new Many can laber mun
new Shandaar Eendras us the project expands, This
will not meet the resistance that a total overhaul
wnlkd, s it |5 pol tically ven-dlampive.

Dany states may oppose what they see as the Cen-
tre encrach Ing on their turt, despite the sweetener
of majarity funding by the Centre, S, we also rod
altornative ideas for wron-intrusive refarm

Mol the slemplest noal-oonfrontitkonist path liss
i your o s, RSS uns v LI Vidya Hhir-

with il 4 milli Th
mmr.uunwhmwlmor .I.llll price in H.u:mumi.l

the
Fioeps i 2057, Thirt might hnw"n.
But ! see another scenario. There's

RECORD

anid Spanish, his prenis made st be gossed
e Fremuch Tigh scheool o, his miom's dreain
Ao im wins 0 g o thescon ey 's top business
schoal. It wasn't i dream far him 1o become a
g pron. Theee:'s mquestion weabizys ask at the
endof the podeest: “Whant would he bave boen

if’ ho couldn't play ooibslf™ 1 de-
FOR THE

ehded: W Mbappe hadn't been a
Towthafles; he'd Tuve been awondes
ful tencher in a school in the Paris
submerhs, He and s murm ace row:
actually rying to founid s school

a French iradithon of voters il ng rad sl ot

acting comservative. Theyexpect the elitist ooy
in handmade siits 40 win, they quiety wani it
to happen, and then they can spend five years
rallirng st him. Look a the palls et week
The far right were predicted o wein, They fin
ishied third. | snspect o lot of their socalied
surppartera don't really want them to win

M ‘Poditica’ ran this headiine: Marine Le Pen: &

Tr's mpossihle fo sy whesher an athlcén o an
yone stLsumJunxummm the vote in any

tharas, Hust

wichooks are usunlly terribile Their entire
is failty. Tenchers avo absent or nat teaching in half
the sehools, according to & well-known survey. In
rural sehisols, marsy clilldren come fir mbd-day meals
ruther thin food for thought. S ingle-teacher schools
with dewens of students of differsnt grades eannot
produce decent resnlia

Many teachers are potlilcally ordented and con
nected to political parties, and this can ruin disci-
plina, State powts use eachers not only for teaching
bt for managing elections, censuses, andother nsks
(one teacher was ssked 1o be a s1and-in pujart ot
wmpbe), Teachers” unions are powerfol and reskst

of whi in fesam in 206,

Mast of rls\:‘\cnﬂ"eh‘mcm.lrg ol hnﬂh wp o chass
4. Surely, in search of Viksit Bhart, your lop prior-
ity shold be o upgrads Vidya Bharat| schools o the
Teved of Kendriya Vidyalsyas. This means upgrading
all cluss f sehools to elass 12 lovoel and pro uv'h!.'mh

way But it

sin politic] stand ke that

whowill ger (%
You will face no political tive

Eatl

Lo e’

schools and 1o shortage af funds. Imlurmh:rm]l
happily fand such excellent yentures

85 also runs some ey oed lvie schools amd reg-
ularcobleges. These tno nesd Lo be upernded, siriving
it mately for equivailence with St Stophen's Collvge,

nny changn. Wany toachers, in both schools and eol-

Ipgus, say their carvers depend on political connec-

f16mE wore than the reaniis of el srdents.
When an entlee ccosystom Is rolten, change Ls

Deihi, or v College, Kndlat. This will take
dieades. But by pisLing your own scheols and colig-
6 1 BYCRIIENCE, 0 CAN CPRdLS & MEw educational
ecosystem that will rub off on the states.n

HRE Fremch elections.

O podeast s called Horoes & T
s, becase we twy tounderstand these
BeToes as fuman beings. 1 imterviewed
b b o wies 22 e b wans e
of the most intelligent, woll-spalon

featbaliers I've ever rmet, Really
elever gy lesrnad fioent English

rable that several Prench  conched Pey
pilavesrs v st Mg, ook the risk of

ing ouk mgainst France's biggest party I'I|..|
really imprissed me | ecan't remerber bead-
ing fimathatleors faking o commniimal parti-
ar mat

sknoe Zinediow Zdane and other Fronch
1 Marine
Jusun Mearke Le Pera i the

I Coming back ts your podeast co-hested with
mwumm what is the stary you
Tgrew up in Hotlanid. My dad gota joh there in
1076, oo wer moved there from London when T

Cruyl, and it was hovely until we fell sat horr-
Bl If amyrime hns had o worse experience wiih
iheir challlbood beero, Fzan' becr bo Ter I

B Your bosk “Chums’ highlighted the hold of
‘Oxtord Brahmins' on . Nelr Starmer's
mkhﬂmummlm

hmmw
T Comservative Party bs traditlonally mors
puhlic-schonl than Liboie 1o thirik the hered-
Thary boffs henve taeen a seethack thit might provws
Testiny, bocnuse Boris Johnson, the Eionian who
the lazy unser) af
their class, wais such a ﬂmmln:llst and metds.
ehous PM. The Cogisesrvatives bave 140 Britwin
in  drpadful stabe after 14 years in pawer 5o
west, Ethink the puablic scheonTboys hive hod thed:
dday i powves o a while Tdescribe in Chums!
T Chii
mjssmsysrm n |n1Jw it hnmrrfnt] ey
st prod e it schoofbays ke Jolmson b
120 0. O ke ober heaned, thie Eonian tsam eter-
nal foatuie of the British power sructure, and
Lyt thin he's just gring to vanish formar

M ‘¥ou've published o memoir on Paris. Despite
s problers, you're quite upbeal aboul the ciy,

s o impressionable o, i
the galden age of Drteh focthall, That's where
T8l fur fiutball, and my heey b Johes Cruif,
He wasi't Just o beill iang footabier He was the
et brillant thinker about foothall there prok-
ably hagover been. He's the guy wha in the late
1960s, al what was then Sembpeg ARX 10 A
stortdam Fast csambially wwonted the prossing
foathall of the HEs, the game played now by
Manchester City and L.l\-{'rpm]. He luter

was

Il‘:moﬁ]i becanss Parisiaat the start of ades-
ot transfuematin — peobally s biggest
sinoe Baron Hassmann hegan buisding the
modern city in the 18505, Tha thing abot Por-
15 15 that the grogeows ciry — the plenpepost-
cand plice of thw Effel Towo, Notre Dame, the
Lt Hank et — has abways boon eut ol from
the submrhs, But the suburbs hove gradunlly
Rrown, and now Loy lave about 5 as many

as the clty 3 dy 10 i i

ucsie, nr' father
of he kmdmg enarh of s genecation, So,
our pedcast o CruyfT wis the one thit
s enost o e We teleased I st
week becaiise July 7 was exactly &
vears sinee Cruyt s brillizmt [hlrh
toam somohow lost the 1574

Cugp fnal to West (‘m‘m&us‘ lt s«
wotuberful stary. featuring the Ger-
min tabloid hm"l!mnmhﬂnmnm
Pl st Ch i Bl

versis icn o Park 'Pbupbinll;o.\uh
thonseh

II'I‘ sutirt are ek ess white than the rlw
W, fior the first time in history, the city p;.n
et ting Parks e
Buikding 68 new motro siations and laying
enmmithoss hikn Enea. 1 think that by th eariy
20308, Parisatd its suburbs will be oae cobiwsiv
metropolia Thet will Bea revoluttonary changse.

fimal,

el Gind, That

L
for in the tourmament?

destroyed his marriage,
and it destroyed his
ploy i the final
Years Iater | met

who were

I'm 2 Britieh amd pow 1 French dual citinm,
Bt F alwaya roct for Holland. But this wisa
mestiocre Duteh toam. The Spasnish ioam is the
Dest and most beautifil in the trnament.

The deeper message and geopolitics behind the Modi-Putin bonhomie

BY INVITATION

parmership. Todsy allgnmenis have shified and
aremore compler. Russia and China have come
closer, in large part to countorhalance an dApr

Detying predictions of & stapnat-

pr
Viadimir Putin hove onee again
shown the workd tye bonhomde
ey shure. Putlh sdid & dhiarming toud by oo
veying his remarks irough a competent Hisdl
translaroe which seemad to visibly pleass the PM.
“Suklydukh ka sasthi’ or-all-weather friced |8 how
Mo desscr el Rusain Thes Mod | visit bas restored

punrier-century old ritunl of annual
hat had boer interrapted sinoe 20
by Cowvidand thers e Denine wir bn 20@e
Geipulltles has always bees al the heart of
the Indin.Russia in A men,

I v osdiko U,

Hr 15 usats really becoming a puor parmer
b China, a8 malnsgoeam comménlaris sogges?
“This is simply untrue. Bussin has sngle-handedy
and strcessflly resisted the mighty NATO allinm
iny Ulkra e a5 well as absorbed the shock af nesly
L0 Wistern peofombe ssnethins. Acconting 1o
‘Wordd Hank data relessed in Juie, Russia is the
fiourth lsngest sormomy in the workd sfter China. US,
aund el b (GIR based] am purchessing power perley),

Fuissia s oo proud, oo sdependent and too
militarily powerful fo ever submit i China, It
grond sirugegy is to balanco the LS. shape a stabily
Eelimvee of. power in Burasla st Asia. amd prooc
thely mllaborale w\l It South in devel

eption i diversify 18 commerela] thes with Clilna
Howr will Washington and Bedjing look at this
summiz? Many hove already declared bModi's folly
in undermining the partnarship with the U8 and
faliing to make & dert i the Sino-Tuasian relaron-
ship, Apuin, thiy sweeping narragive s bue.ud an
halr canfest.
cxmise Inid in geostride i Intgrests.

a deadly Sko-American mifliary conflic in the
Whestern Pacille. This 1S a ke reason Sor Indis 10
heege s bots and broaden its propalitical harizen
towureds the non-westarn workl, Bejuvonoted thes
wrth Meseow will (vusum Waslhington, toes [nedia

‘A fiar Chiin, i |L|5rm|u|p,1us wuh Ehussin
e precn ised o an acute realsation that a sequel

Flrst, & move b witly
Whe US bas Been evident Boe aomie e 17 i tes
anchess g, 11 wens comyemtional wisclom o assert that
the LS held the keys to India’s s B great
econornle, politheal sl milinry power this as-
sumption. is no longes ohvious teday In recent
s, Washington has mode it npgarent that it saes
Frlia more s @ wsefll instrurent i a fatare con:
Treatadion with Chira thean a5 o major power with

wrrrkd. Inclin, for

acing China in the 186k and the Sino-Amrcan
rapprochement in the 1670s had Jed Delhl and
Moscow 1o develop a comprelensive strategic

its paart, s mmmllwd itself iy comprebensty
tepen econnmie Nterdapendence with Russia s
the latter has anothier o AsSiamn eeoncamy 08 an

Teitin | aspirathns This aporoacty
‘has unsettled Indinn strategists who worry nof just
about the 1S heing unabile w back up the toagh till
o Cning should & seriouws clash erupt in the Him-
arfrvas, Dt har Tndin g fnd Dsell deewn ino

fothe Lk et — usknga willieg proxy
— oot AN G S b dhoars e 1 e Thiwns:
Sarafes. Metfing might even wish for a protracied

Iy condueive iz reglonal and cominendsl sialdlin
T e b Dol i1 asorticns o 1 pecpe

Litieml i

Cald War npprosch to Asia wit ilo sim ultrncassiy
providing 1t with the reassurance that 4 miltary
superpower Hioe Rusei has o sympathetie car 1
core Inchnn. interests i the subcontinent. While
Raissin will not interfore or publicly take skles inihe
Rentkia-Chls boveder dispae, it has 1s own sirategic
PR b 2MooliTEge Toth 1S Hey prThors in Asi
b thisal] welth bk ok (oo o maee frsme ek,

omﬂrt n Ukraine snthe US finds ftself bopred  Bussia iws Fllwdv played such & sonsructive mls
her W I"mu‘w(.hlrn i th Jtht-ml.n(hh.hbonlur:nsa
thersfore, b unBilely ki Liiclica- Rt s reds

hurry The anly realistic woy io Inﬂuunrl‘ihril
ne-Russian entente, is il the o e West ahan-
dons |H disastrons corfrontatkon and negotiates a

et s @ pepolitical stabibizer while also providing
immenss leverage o Delhi daring this period of
iereat duanga. The messaging from Modi's visi

new i

sk + this Thgghit — it &

clakes e Ruessian inferests. H

Dol inthe LS Joavws e rogm or -mmhm.
The irony of thissummit is that Bedjing views

he upsw ing i Incia- Russia redations 48 penersl

i aned el s er
mr\\'.ull 10 M W SlElis o

Hepteier Stagh iz auihorof Power & ipimacy.

Irnafia s foevign policier during the Colt War®

Love, lies, and the law: Dilemma of
criminalising false promise to marry

BY INVITATION

rualsirag PN s s st offene poren, O ane hund,
eriminalisation of deceit recognises the locational
experbenoms of wores, where pre-mariial sexual
relntions can have slrrluus mruu]lurul ranifiea-

tions. Caste and ¢l thie like-

! INBOX

How Republican worldview will

India's sorvy status in
world of football
Apropins of Eurs has tha..*
tm\\.mu T Euro 2024

knotioaut stages demarstrated
herw football brings smadl

MIHIKA PODDAR
Om July 1. thres new | il
g erstwlelbe criminaltaws came

into force. This Includes the
Pharatiya Nywa (Seeond) Sanhi-
i, e LIS which replaces the
B¢, The revised code reduees the number of soe-
Ueng. from 511 fo R0 and adds 21 new offences. O
such new offence that s being hotly m-b.neﬂ is

ldkulnr:m.letuhnmu.ml Moreover. I the purpose
af g et
al autonomy, engaging In deceptive sex — as Yale
prodessor Jod Rubenfild has argued, (although exclu:
stvaly in the comimet of mpe)— sh erimingal:
Il Fvad is Eatal b coveent, unljnsrlme

Irgeer pogulatiees dn nal wags
equal better results, Soall
countries like Slovenia, Slovakia,
Geongia ard Turkiye were par
excellence. Despite its billlon

©n the ather hand, FPM o

af the BNS that e il in-

&HMIH(‘ by evplaying deceltful nmnﬁ. e
Amang tiher frins of decepthe sex, section 68
explicitly recognises as = separate offence when a
porsce “maki HHTEITY 108 wWinTm with-
ot ausy Rebenstion of Mlf{liog Uhe some, has seom)
‘with her”. This with Mng

and fmiprissnmment i b fon years.

The law is notarimis for censuring soxuality
outside of marrisge sspecinlly for women, Crimi
nalisation of iieh false prom:
ise to marry (FEM) coses lsa
pertinentesmple. While there
is.a bigper debate to be had on
erlinbnallsation of decepllve
S0 ek e, Such rentment of

haall by tothering women's sexual apency to
manrrimgn. Orevean spmpathiseoith the woenan who
Linko v ieg Lt Jubsed-

lingz FPM cases in partiolar as sexus] offenoes, m
Profisssnr Niveditn Menon argued in herbook, hokis
e s boghtimateonly with n the framework of mar.
Tinge THis levident ins=ystem where raril re
I8 ot evimiralisel. courts demm couples engaging
in premarttal sexto e married, ond describe all s
oulsideol marriage e mmoeal. Metably, courtshove
et mrriid woten o be-
Ing cupabily of falling fora FPM, not
[actoringdivorce or pemarringe s
realistic possihilites This creates
ait laiplicll assusigion Lo e law
al catvsent eing emtecded willin

shape US-India ties if Trump wins

RIGHT & WRONG

SWAPAN DASGUPTA

Whereas demcerncy irvolues 2 consid
erution of mudtiple views Lhe interven-
tioey of amy allpowerfol establishment
subrverts the leve] playing feld with its
own hierarchy and prejudices. Last
weakaven bafiare taetles] vorkng pemamped the Nackonal

significant globad player, indi
should not be overly concerned
with the specific policies of any
singhe US administration.

marriags-rolated doception marriage, undokng fominis srug- clalming the Whil franetic,
raises particalar problens, gles to froe oma from the other The Instead, 1t should Ma” Ale Asldmwmdmmngs visit o Washingten DC just
Notably, this ks not 4 new 7 T comsequentily enids up rellyig i"das_?jﬁs‘ Bl Milwal
st was ity o ol it homeu i scapn making m u)o understanding of the inpisos IlnI.I‘Lg'I'rlep
agnised by the judiciary as  KNOTTY ISSUE: prom: voung ) sed on national oy
rape. reasoning that consent  mamy cases tesher wamer's iy, ol stigma wround premarital interests. Our nation's market situativn resminded e of the Western Journalist ulw
givenunderamisconceptionis  sexual agency to marriage e, In praetion, too, conrt have been slmde[mupdillllhs. Inmented n week befrre the counting of wotes for indin's
invalidand therefisre amousts ————————— seon io se FPM cases 336 tool b BEORITIC nmwth i A bl L aveer spolien. (o either incoher | iy It
o e, This wies crificised as extending tho defini:  promate a heteranmmsative, intrmste, istmonm s to a RIp i ¥ ar even o Norendr Maod i supparier,
tiom of rape oo far and prohibiting soctally sanc-  manal construct of marTiage. Thess concerns can external mlhl.(a.lshlks 1n her mincd, rht'mllllral Hindu resided in hell.
tioned sex cutside of marriage, o irist the spieit of aquality and sem. — Arun Chennal “Three daps ot this year's Natbonsl Cassrvation con-
af rrisrts ot inughy strival s walues predectid ides Articles 14 fsrncn provicésd an exposire b e diffivent stonids of
the odfenee of chestfng to classify nn.l| nmumln zmt rhnl‘mumnmn Matter ﬂmﬂﬂ thougght thet mike up the NatCon warkiview B Trump
stend of mape, This ismot o heat- ighlight= the comploxities of nav- winz, some of these conld have s bearing on hadia US tes,
g (S115) falls under ‘propecty alfinces’, u-unlnls Lxmlnﬂ Jogal fromeworks in o socisty where (ra In ‘Bidzn 5 ald.* (ATML July T First, the Ameriean conservative focus on God, re-
et af e paperi % difional norms beesect with evoelving concepds Shabhaa Do has aptly brought Tksbon et Fam ily A the hasis of America’s Jodeo-Chris:
Neww that BNS h:l'-mlbﬂ'lmmiw mxmsn  of aue v and gender equality, Whils section farth her viewpoint that aging tian notionheod has some commenality with the Hin-
separa flenos, |tI.sIJM\ ihﬂl s innalisatan BNS prabiems with the erstwhile tloes mot Irmply da | Fon of Bharsl as a civilisational
will be ] facin  judicial eriminalisation by creating a sepirste decBne in mertal acuity or state. To (s can be added the pride of place aceorded

) ulJlmI‘lulIn-ael.'ases. conarts Faweconsidened two
Fuetirs — first, whather the woman's cansent wis
s on the FPM; axd sevonid, wheshar the promiss
was merely one which eoald not be fulliliad (12 not
e or veies findss 1o begin with, In prineiple taen,
arter cannisd be penalised & a rebationship lreks u
aranither reason prevents the promiseof marriage
fromn b Pulfitled, & looe 45 the promise was sin-
cere when being osde. However, evidentisry chal
Bengies sormounding establihing invdent i
Asirla freim this, i sl maises proflems of crimi.

Teghslative offersoe, 1 lsves some bigger questions.
apen: Shaukd sl eansent bo contirgent upan
& preals 1o marry? And dos 1} warrant recis-
mising the eorralation betwaen promises of mar-
rlage and sexunl consent as legltimate gronnds
for prosecution’

It sy remain s to be seon how contewill inerpret
and apply this new provislon, and whether ll will

s u|. the White Howse haven't made Americn’s ol es-
Mul:ehm:m Mhm‘il’dn-?hw eé!mm:m Witha I'Ismme

o B years, |I|r INEEIET 10 pnvmt‘]‘mw Eroan re:

! nefia s yert tm Rally and masde mm?mwrruahl.e the Ccountry s es.
uaifyfor i FIFA World CuP- | Marion L Pun of fh it fa had (o fight bwe g
el : Wndia allel battles: a palitical war nl‘anﬂ cosmmapelitan senal- - NEW TRUMP PLAYDOOK: Tory Hubacleﬁn.tsmm that it
i bilitkes anda 85 Teapiila-  does nOL pay Lok Right and act Left
m‘:‘ 'm‘.’m-’"’“' fast bl The first depeneds on I-rrnrh voters, Eub the second
Spiels adrmliEstrators are Lusy i detormined by tho oito pstablishmnt of Franen. ‘twa conpervative traditions, If national eonservatism
their own Interests. I the VS Jucling by thestansluircls of copiealistachlens.  sts thee now Repuablicon tone, this oal changs
= Gregory Fermandes, Mumoal mend, Dokt Trimmp should ene been in the same club Secud, wiillethiere s abiding fith b America’s man-
o= . . ion Valloy tocies and Texan  (Fest desting’, there i rocoding commitment o pushing
Agility in foreign policy | b harons Unforranately when 1 came o palitics, the “troth, gstice and the Ameron way down e timats o
n respanse to A Trump regulators of American sensibilities cast him aside s other societies. The disastrous consaquences of frcing
Sezond_" (ATM, fuly 7), | have Ty muw-lqwm worse, (he st astaction i what  Wistor ak Iran, I
Anather persaEctive, AS 4 1 2~ bt of o " Evendour  and T b American

e vaniversali s of
mn I\llmmma-mmm Rﬂmmmo{a previous een.
Thirdly, the prowlig sppeal of s realist forelm
13 In the Trinnjs eeosysiem suggests that e US Wil

{ suoomclary con.

oern. lr China is a-:vmvd the biggest challenge 1o LIS

Lnieres such ab NATO and the Ukraine

war cuuld well be i;r.lind down. OF couree, this re.

physical agility. It is not & cage
that stifles and slows you but
Journey of maximising
e perience and wisdom,

= Julie Kathalt, Moids

Emal your AatErs 1o e editor 3t
i h o

st iy potentinl
Ha(kleu' I DHPIT ceaprcficherie i n’rm-ul
[ndversity of Crofard

ikt Sasiday’ Masba' I e Suliect Iini
Pazss mention your aama and oty

10 tarthnalisn — 3 contentbous term in liberal cirdes
— ana Megitimate prineiple of stateerft

This natl
If the umiqueriess and validiy of harsmal culfres are
acknowledged os beghtimene, Indin, which s been t the

the nntional interest will ho
fiercely contested IJv the State Department and CIA. In
the short termm, us {m‘zn pilicy could become quite
it
I ihe Chimn game wolkd arry its awn kigic,

Fourthty with econpmbe nationalism acquiring re
epectability, there iz likely to be Joss attachment to the
T s set by the World Trade Orgonisition. Althiugh
thero i= unlikely to be any unilaferal ropudiation of
free trade and global marketa, wo are likely to seo the
arvwing lmportance of bilateral trade deals. The re
turnof manufacturing to the US i3 an article of faith
far its eonservatives and market oeonomics is nat
amaong the ecosystem's principal sttachnwmts,

Finally, o Trump uﬂ!wm ey will Inslst on 8 shary
naductivn lpration to e 175 and
hairsh mnurluugulm illopals al resdy in thecauntry
This etuld moan unensding Mgis with te jodiclary
and nther socto-political tensioms.

Among the major ksans US conservatives appear 1

wiliFienion by
may have an epportunity to exploit the cortradictions
betwean Armer ica's nathonal Christianity and the unlver-
salist ‘harvesting souls” approach of muny charches. B
s Hirlu s bty s sl of religious comwsersions that
has stood in the @y of any understanding henween the

lewee lesurnt fr dlifieats, ineliding the Tory deba:
he, 5 that it does nof pay o talk Right and acs Left. The
exitent to which there ks an actlvist groundswell against
the comsensus. pol itics of traditional Republicans woald
imidbezabi thast e lirivontss of U Trump eoosyvilem
isntoneof snlealnne Rew anger phiss s biy ol =
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HOW MONSOON
DEFINES US

B MENDN

N Intizar Husun's story 'Clmds’, a
by i periusbed by the disippes.
asce ol il sl goees seasching B
Ahimr. Hee s evrpones if they have

Hmdmethe monsoen, for“what the frtr s
sons ofthe e miein bothe Bimpasin, the
o season, of Ee monscon means to the
Inchian”’, s bug 1956 neved “Trenn o Fuke
et Sotriglh el elesaribss Uheorisastol
morsa a8 an “sbony wall eening g

seen o mssng el buts etz e
lenory or e, Clnes old man ruminates
‘thirt the rain il come anky if God willsit
andd mes thint “the sky his tmed mise ™

af #ts eeming — “Ther: = f fish of Hyht
ming which mishines the daylight. The
wincl filks the: blacks sails of the douds and

lyond theearthi T

Bt the boy barely E.'ls\l‘n‘rrrrrnnd‘h
man's woeds, He only wants th see the
chnids, When he finally ceturns home
after & Jong search, he finds that it has
already mined and his beloved jomum
triwis plistening in the courtynd. Hope-
fully, he kooks up but fmde o deur sy,
omptied of the min. Wistfilly, ho ealees
that the diuds hove eluded im agein

Novseason in Ineliaispreceded by
sovmuich longing, now triggers as
much loathingwhen it overstays

At the southwest momscon advancs,
the doudsare not &6 elusive. The man-
soonseems tohold the natioinits trad,
putiing it on track and sametimes off it
No seapon in India s preceded Ty so
much longing. noe tigges as much
Toathingwhen it oversiays its weloume o
ureas hes il Mo other sesson grips
‘the sznses and the sl ag the monsean;
fram the iwiporatng seend of damp
earth tothe fythense sy phony that rik-
s froms patber-puitter o o poundang e
xy; Lrom s wone ing piring vis wal exube
anceto he visceral aliveress that awalk
bt the rain can offer. Noseasin perhags

diire irall its roar
i by, bixinty snd lenevelencs: De
it Flirye fervwaty s ickbeness.

Woes gosere, o sricame an o s bromed with
theran, Thevokes comforting memories of
pplaying with papes bosts wnd poddies and
a yeurung for some pipmg hot tea and
pabores. Khushwant Siogh anee wole
Yt b berwna Inclismd pade aremied

CAPTION CONTEST 1467

they hillow s peodinmd
shadows s on theeinth. There s ancther
clap of thinder. Big drrips of rein fll and
dry upin the dust A fmprant smell nses
fromn the earth . Tt hies oome! Sheets of
winieer, warey: afber wame "

The word ‘monaon’ entered the Eng-
lishInnprsgein e 165 cenqry, probably
pieked up from Arub sndoes and derved
from the Arsbic word marsesim’ or the
Urdu ‘meeszm’. In his book L?Jruly
Teztemy, which awrvays the

PECTRUM
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Stinagar’s resilient landmark

Amar Singh College, restored after 2014 floods, holds pride of place
SATAA T 3 -

TANDING tallat the ond of a long

avente of poplars, the contury-old

Amar Sngh Callege i ane af the

e o i Kashmbr's eduica

Lioread Lunsclsapes. Mestled within
the residential nedghbourhood of Wirr
Hagh, the sprowding 40-cre carmpls s ver
dand cuss about 4 km southeest of Lol
Chinwi, Srinagas s city oentre,

Influenced by Annie Besint, who encour-
aged him to suppot modem edication.
Do nuber Maharga Pratap Sin ghedonited
Rl forthe instiftutson onJuky 7. 1906, Tting
sialky fooused an kmguapes and arithmetie
Beengnising the need for techrical tmining
& suppert Joed mdustries, the Amer Singh
Rechnical Inetitute wor estohlizhed in 1013
ungkr the stemrdship of FH Andress. Tt
dmed i modernise echndml education and
Lmup audm?_. with shills in curpentry

tory of Asia through ity riverine ciliure
and s, historion Sunil Arnmith poirtsto
swo stements that ting out the signifi-
cancenfthe monsoomindncia. Cme by for
mer Prime Minister Tndéra Gandhi in the
Rt 10605 wenen =he snied, “For us in Indin,
srardity i only o missed memseon ™
The other is by environmental ackivist
Sunita Noeain ot 0 keeture in Hurverd,
where she fomoucly decleed  that
“Indin's finance miniseT i hamonsom™,

In populor imaginetion. the min i
embedoedwithall knds ofamotior,myths
and cufuml memaies Tn Ealidesn's
' Meghadui), the emction ks of ewolio
(lmiging)and hope when a banished b
sho pines for his beloved and mste the
el of & doud to send her 8 meseage In
m\-‘t]uiomc there iz fw giory of Ridyus.
ringE 8 Fung mv&wuu:ﬂesedmu.l

b

potiery.

B‘r' Joﬂ,&mnlmevu]vuimwilm
Sarigh College sxpanding its curticulim
The college’s impresshe architechare
mflects it intrnded prominenoe and high
aeadermic standands Tksyrrbolised a socdetal
chift to blend traditimal Enmvdedps with
western education princ ples.

The cilepe hos mmained o svmbol of

mealienoe and ssbility, offoring o sanctunry
fir kuming ina regin often disrapied by
eonflict. Initially a8 men's college, it now
bowsts of o mibed-gender student body:
The colhs,'z'z historical E'mibc&m:e in
1 withy thae brvader fopment
of Sringar during the late 1th .mrl cudy
Dtk centuries As Sri

Amar Singh College, which Is 6 pread mrd.ﬂ BCTES, WS awamed by UNESCO Asia Pacific
as one of the best practice conservation projects of 2020, PHOILS By THEWRITER

Gaygied and moulded bricks have been wed

and southwest, ne residential nel ghbour-

hoods and puldic buildings emerged

reflerting aodonial influsnces indesin, This

p!l:d:u’)munmun_umdmhhsmm-
Pl

e
dom Irennsical bore, Tansens rendering
of the het-indueing snd lnp-gniting
Rrng Dverpestc fakoes siacfus tollombis Tealify
et el saved onily by the rendition o the
ir-invoking Rucg Megh Malhor.
Alliwding tothe rain, Jarants Mahapa-
fra once absarved that there aie towo
things witch connect human beings
what is shove andwhatisbelow, Thesky
i abowe vou and e aarth beneath you
and amvthingth handsky

turesgdvusth

SP College wed the British Resideney
Mohargin Pratap Singh mode effrts to
bewutify the ciy by introdudng roada
mwkoeisad  ranspotation and  planted
arenues of tees (o provide vists and for-
ity tothe urbun lsdsupe.

Laid gut axound ke eardy 20¢h century,
Wazir Bagh developed az 2 Victorkan-style
neighbeurhood inan evident shiff froe the
oorvded ey ity guarters, Grand particos
il gandens and open

s raan, [tis a bond you cannot miss." the
poet sxid, ealling the riin the very ot of
Irvirg In similar vean, Bdbne poet Wall
Whitman describes i 2 the “poem of
earth” that Enpalpatly fses from the
land anid bottombess seas upwand o
borsmvens and cheserises arsd e eriatess thes
earth, while Khalil Gibean doquently
vinusbises i % “The sinh of the sn the
Testigh tir i e file, the toxersa] lwerevn”,

Flasin brirygs hopeanc oy, it caralso be
dark and bleak Such & Life too. And
therefore, 45 Amencan posdt Hensy
Warlswarth Longfillow says, “lab each
T, svrme raien vt fall "

Lawns became hallmasks uf these -
it houses and buildings. Arae SinghCol-
Bepe bl @ et posartion.

Thes anhvaliof the British g 1
tinnof coboral archatectune Tn Kashimir, e
shill from tracitional building systerms
snviving o] dlesjiidersen was first uats
s el duringibe litter ot of the 19 cen-
Buey, with the indmeictrn of alonilstyls
Muack brsaringg massrary. Such buildngs were
Brvaclly characterised by syrn_-m‘ln(‘ul arul
rectilinearkuts 1 qual

sl

times tode the fem of basements). The
swength of the bulldings was maindy
dedived fom pood masimry bonds . and
one or beick walls. Borrowing fom this
trend the U-ghaped koot of the Amar
Singh Collepe buiking is ako syrmmetricad-
Ty divided into two sections slong fecaine
reating o eourtyud-lile space,

Eadi of e classroorns i substantial in
sz, with high ceilngs to receve opfinme
rratural Light, Gaped aesd moulded bicks
Tawve been B uzed

the best prudtice conservaton projects of
A, necesstated mstoration of decorative
‘rickes, apart fmm other T,

The project waes envisaged keeping its
Tomp-term sustainability in mind, and
weveniihility, Another prinpal chivetivenms
meeting the “lilefirlike’ philoaophy of
cunservation whemver replucements and
e wers rouied

Bused on the inifial analyeis and doeu-
mentation of building matensl 8 repar
methedabogy was sdopted Craftamen were
trained onsite tornesure ol the bride that.
needed restoration, which were mostly suf-
fring fom spalling and defocement. No
new bricks wese procured. Brides sdvaged
fhroem the site were cut i sire and mlbbal o
attain the exact design and size of the
monilded bricks fhat needed to be replaced.

Since these bricks were from the mid-
1500, they were dmilar in charscter to
the wripinal ones. The bulding ale
‘boaste of wall murels in two of ite hall-
wipye. Apperently influerced by Lidakhi
art, these were also restored by
INTACH's Kashmir drapter

The loods of 214 papidly trsfoomed the
Wazir Bagh r&iuhh.nur]hnl Entin portions.

the building's elevation and amanentaion
Moubded rickook has Deen egsentially
applied at three levds — at the sl levd. the
linted level and the fleor kevel of both the
aravs of the buildmg, Soft bricks have
bty ermployed o eut s Bashion {esse 10
the chetire demign.

In Septernber 20114, uny leried ooels

wered . lone with eaditiond h‘u—
i s eribedlichinge i
Seviral buildings that el peedhave besn

wplaced by muoltiplefloor  comeerasl

bukdings. In such & rapidly bensbming
enviropment, whene govemment policy an

Brted, biliingts 12 ol nol 4 priceity, the

Armar Singht Collesse building stands as 2

friuied Banckniark afthe upseale J0theentury

catiser] e dimagge o the regon, mokud-
ingg the el esgee Floocdwaters mse toabout 15
Vet arcrudativgg the prreemises (o moes than
twn weeks [ i) extensne damage o
the infimstructune and resulied B e
eguble lostof ook and cther schalad y rmate

aty fred bricks, and et mh.rrgnxm Thue
walls rested on high ploths which sorme

raaig, it rrtion was urgently nesded,
The consesvation of Amar Singh College,
awierdad by UNESOO0 Asia Padfic as one al

parst ' Srinagas's cibyscaps, [ resbotion
sheowrases that tradibonal buildlings are B
praares rbuist s pesilent than pechapsoons
e pronsy strchines cin ever be. Also, Uhat
H reiratiaon 1s camied oul sensitively and
prudertly, there g never o need 10 being a
heritape bulldng down
— Thewriter is Principal Conservation
Arehilech INTACH JEK

Theyare as proud of their culsine as they are critical ofthose whowish to play around with it

The French ——
INGREDIENTS
" Buttar 308
ection S
Black pepper (gromnd)  Lsp |
ATV Meatorvemtablesiock  1lire |
ESPITE being o dic-hard supporter of Woeateaiieswioc. Amen
Spaninn, 1 et Utthe sy B France sbwen Gardic frilnced Tusp
stlostinthe foothall Flm Cuplastwesic Oriesty bread, nosted 4 shoes
Frunee his & good team. To top i, the etk 4
countey hisjust grme thoug h s grielling clection
And them, teday & ther natirmad day teo. On this Sal To taste
st diy 235 yearsback, the Basilie fell and Jilv 11 wETHOD sl
e i Envfish, wittyand ot secesed ng M0woeds, and resch Speckum, H:e'h\nrg beame a symbolof revalufionary sruggle
& p Heata heavybotiomed pot Add
Chane garh, SEI030 bry Thursday. The tesd e caphors sl be pubished and Feepang all that in mimd, 1 thought # was bme <
ARRtOITI T250 TN, TISIATICN, Rspectel Bchegionmdle | sy onjony to Rench ford. Thiscuismesa ' heranion edkmper | BUERBRSEH USTIT | B LSRRI
i i great fincurite of mine, and & never fils to Sud- aretardat Add tha broth, seuipi foursmal bowk Ackla | hestioraset e minuies,
o be xceptnd. G metieiin at Frunee ssubtic yet flveursomefond — prestenhimsace s selt | peceofimdtordeheos cln | Tako oltofthe oven, andsone,
epmper il cotompieent " ooy e o huen't really tken off in T, nok the vy, 50y
dping P s Chinese, Thai orTtalian hios,
TR Th French
SCLECTED ENTRIES FOT CAPTION CONTEST 1466 seroes the country, of course. Deihi Basa fow and i e Rk gk with  sterved chef Mare Bayon had propased vt a D
hod some great mm]s n m:baun:nm “hu:h i hal!ﬂu:lpu.am honey But equaliv.] severd yeors ngo. 1 influ-
Emgeresist. T ] e od of Franee. [oneehadogm E?L‘Bdb:“\mm:nmntwam rdies handly on
with bakeed cheese and mails, and the Brie de  ple gordi hint o French chef far vir i ofve all, mudic and ome

SPECTRUM JULY 7 ISSUE [SEE PHOTOY
o wery — Mieena hshi Sharma vis epaper, Amrsar
MEddle man ~ Shalu, Chandgarh
The Jam Master — Allsha Gupla via epaper, Nabha
Above the chaos — Sala via epaper, Chandigarh
Oivetrian show = Lisha Aggamal, Panchkuls

Moz aur truffer — bie deoft cheeselatu fod with
chepped trutites, served with ased walnul bread
fhat T ate o a quaint Tikle ples in New Delbi.

Tomy rmind, tha miEsine iaumang the b thmes
in the wordd, The ingrodients are often miuth-
watering — wih ean sy no to truffies? And, of
course, iUs1he sauce that pives every dishu pe-
ciad trdh, Tuke the immensedy populae cog-ouw-
win. Thiz dish gets its Oavours largely from o
wine suee What appeals tome in pesticulor &
that the sauces don't overwhelm the flavours of
e main ingredient .

Tenjoy el the wordertllly depant dishes thet the
French prepase with such care. Think of wee peler
desoergot o mneth — esenpets lenails) served with
il-avoumed hasd-boiled qual egies and jody — o
piitrine deoonosd fumde s i de pomine de tern

me, andthought it wag ot ofthiswedd. Whenthere
was justulitof souplefinmy bowd e ashed ne o
et some wine indo it T, inllowing hies instrictions,
stirred the winein, and svisted th boad. And hen.
T meppad the mmaining saupoim-wine with o
piece ot orusy brawd, and came diose tomiraan,

Toprapan this gardic soun take 120 diced par
b, 60 2 four 60 g butter 1 litre srong vepetakic
stock, 8 alices of bread, 40 ml cream and selt and
pepperto st Saute the gurlie inhot buster tillit
is light polden. Add the Sour and ook for three
niniuges. Now add the stoco and cook: for 20 min-
ules, sfwing now and then Swmson, Add the
crowm. Plare t'bv;-l.l\.,nr.l.xlh bolumud'um.u,a

i — the ouisine ‘:d' m.lJHle
Franiee — is todie for Trecalls meal that Michwlin.

toes, His menu inclucled o defightil padicrubbed
Tl clish with vegelublkes and livender jous (fin
gy o saticel and an olnasstudded red snopper
with trmutn tomte wwtim and saice oime (osh
‘Frerd: raucet Combinatimna ofthes: threeing md-
entawould be found in s2oces, saps, silads, s ol
Tinds of dishes in the region. the dhef said.

The French, us [ discovered nlter afow encoun-
e with g eouple of mester chefs are s proud of
their auisine gs thesame eitiod of those whowish
toplayamund with i A top visiting chefonce told
e that he made suie that there were o sult and.
peppir cellne on the hile when e serwed s meal
He used to tum very French and say ‘Mo, ol
when anvone nskeed for salt or condimends.

Thave my oan two-waed answer 1 French o
gine 'Chd oud,"Teay,
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Awniter residency in Kasauli by feminist
thesatre practitioner Mangai is reviving the
late Vivan Sundaram’sidea for this space

DREAM

COMEBACK

R U AMAHES IWAR]

DATTANEOUS  conversations
snd multiple dalogues nn dcnss
generations, it seems, of the Ty
Lodgein Easuuli Beit in the paing-
i ol Armrita Sher-Gil or the arf ol
Ter nephew. Vivun Sundassm g ing
politics] expresgiong with objects. sound
and spoeee. Vivan passed away in 2023, Art
critic Geeta Bupur hie wife, hudwritten this
ofhim in lml-bmk Wiien Wies M{.d.emims.
Esania It :

“Frtu ».u:ﬂ\.\ Wan isone ufﬂww

the inteBect believing with me that eritical
writing supports the body of an, allows it

mioetality Hﬂ’_]!E\.!E’\'Ele from o prermature
condition of bypostasis.”

From thas kind of perspective, the Kasauk
Art Centre (KAC), whach was housed at By
Lodge wested acirde of art which brought
foeth ickeas A bravinehild of Vavan, from 1576
to 1901, AL busted artied wotkshuops, semi
ks, theswtre showes, fiimseneerngsandothe
7 arlsre e evends with Ldion aned inter
nataorad  artiss resiclencies  ad
ot thefss of hesr

bt retuiming — scmss défferent astistic

huistille to the operations of

aogreasiong. Mangiiuha VPadma), a ferd
nist wowdernic-thedre practiticner o
Chenna, is ihe pilot foe the first Wiiterin-
Bexxlence being crganised by the SheGil
Sundaram Atz Foundation (SSAF) estab-
lighed in 20145 to carry forward the legsey of
e Sher-Gil-Sundaram hmily

Theatre direcior A nueadhs oo, sisterol
Geeta Eapur and ane of the trustess of
SSAF says Mangaiw i ot

ARTS

FHOTOS COURTES

|—==

T whi

Funkum Singart's workdwp, Initally, dewe
wae W adapt Tagore, but she ended upwith
e tenet ol ok B had”, whichwas devised
o Bk 1 vt repgamling mepes-

the writer residency, considering her Ying
aasociation with femrinist s s, Ban
i’ theotre group, Mamppach is known
for its radseal Reminist-humanist subjects.
Some of her oritically scdaimed plays
Inciude ‘Sres Poroom”, Huevai . Fenn " and
Moninmegokei’. She has authored books
such s 'Oy Lives, Crur Winds”, Acting Up,
Gendevand Theatre in India’ and trancbated
the Buaddbist et “Thes Gote' into Tami |,

Mangal ehases that back i 1980, Ferunes
;u:hm hu.mkum &ul\g:ul *.alawd a

irkelupk Ileen
plarmed by Anuradhe Ko, Ooe was an
alaptition of Tagore's Hene aved tae Wl
(Ghieme Brin™) mvwhich Usha Gasggbyieded
The aither wars Nergrikar Bl by Geetandi
Shree. Mangai says: “Ceetangdi b pecilled
Vorlayyas the Bokes Primeuinner butheraril:
ing took & new shape aller atbeading

sentatinns of vomen such ag M, Alda
Mahisdevi, and the puticipants’ mwn Fves, in
vyt and realiby” Mongai says tet as o nov,
Bver o work &5 just “a germination of a wo-
oept (note) of sofs continuing fom thet
warkshop which hadbeought together sever-
alpenple forfve weske™

Th;-].m Navina Sunduran's fkn 4. Rmy

Eaquressiuns organised by Flavia Agnes and
Madhushres Dutts. Personally, that was the
fewrning paint for me But [ now meslise that
Exqueszzons oould not b hippened had it
noit been for AT s 1080 wandshop, which
was 4 culmination o e end octivis
Eumbm helmed the wokshop wed partic
pants included people like Madhushiee,
Anarniks  Hokes Meya Fao, Sheba
Géud‘_ln.am\'ll.mnﬁuknnmmfwm“

stvedtogsther and whuti means fortoday's
e espeddly with dmila Kinds of
feminist Jeanings, “Hopedilly we will have
workshop in Fasauli wath these aomersr
i, T arm also Lesing the time to trmste intn
Tamnil Tetboord's new edition of Fahul
Sanlerityayan's Vg o Gregm ) she sns
Armaradha Espur realls henvin September
Z'I'Iﬁ.h\mem-r-rmudmd.mnrm ukcu'l'lv.‘d
the Fhl ! involang the
roaf f the Tower guthowss whith hes na
‘been repibaced by & md mof md iron planka
“That was once & cunerdte mol But in 2017,
fhe dimonment suid thet houses in vidnity
sl only huve tinmofs, S, Vian decided.

5 tomekeit an ar wor andhe brokeit n frond
= of an audience and i crshed. We tuought

b a5 a starting point of & new pojec
Vivan namerd ac Shes-Gil Sumlarum,
Fagauli At Progect. In thet sense, we moned
fromthe Kasaoli A Jendre varkshops o the
Fasauli Art Projed.” She says this revival
offers am%!.a “ﬂ_lLI.k*—-mek.m( p.n>=||u]n

ing different modes of eolloctivite ind a5 &
apace for refledion und writing, That i the
Jend of'pilot project that Ran g will work on™

The SSAF also plans o have o series of
seminar. “Flum Muasch to October we get
six b seven working maniths in Enssuli We

eontinue o be collabortor G wiah bo el HoUs ihilities, guch a5
writer recidencies and seminass We we alsn

il snd Niirma b0, wosk topethes™

ing of & cultursithet

et g with the weersns moverent,
when productons ewch as Om Swaho'
(aginst coryl put bgeler by Anuadha,
iy Ftas el b b with St Sk
s Senghati; M, Wals Zads e, in
S P A ——
T ——

“Tr 100, [ buaed altericeed & festival coliea]

Shoring her persp on the space and
heriden, Mungsi says, T feel exdremely hags
oy because it i like following u trai of'a huge
gy Just the spees, the stocsphere and the
siembe view of this plice B very nepice. .
Therevsasoo saying o toAmvradhs who b
e my menbor since the eady 1990 nd 1
v resat reggand dorher work 1ien surethis
place vall b with acBvityas i usedin She
alse warits expihoe the aftedives of that

Kty wmk.wtu; aml dumm-n'_ whether
th b ok

ecposing the idea of a threewedc summer
school, bol ing at ways to suppiement both
jractice-orented work and cotical thinking,
and thestre and viEual artz workshops,
which may or miay nol be mentorled. This
surmrner schoolwill be for theee vk, with
young partcpents mestmg a vear lder o
e w hat wiotk thes hivvedone, Our hope s to
hamvea pedigngienl spce. a summet school,
s weell 25 0 space for working anch viewing
fikns, viseal arl veheors g ponjec ls: il thes
atre, st as Vivean hol ervisomed

On display at Santiniketan, legendary photojournalist Kulwant Roy's work continues to inspire

Raticutatad nagative of Gandhi and Knan
Modul Gaffer Khan st & prayver meeting.

Life, in

SADTEA SHARMA

N the 107(0s, eelehrated photngr
pher Bubvant Roy was disgrnsed
with Hood cancer, o disease then
shmuded in mystery Aaare that
the end would come sxn
by handing over ks anchive i Adityn
Aryit, o lamily friend and photegrapher
By 150081, e hitdt given Ary al most his
ertivemiiection. Ry died in 1984, leaving
behind o wealth of photngraphic histery:
£ cell rermieam birs thesr Last comvers
o, “Ore diy. ff You have tme, g6
thmiigh them and you will find seme
thang interesting,” he hod told Arve

When fhat dayanheed some 2 vears ot
et Ay disooivised 8 rich apdhnoe of histo
= ofan India fightingto athiin Indepen
denee, of Esmany hemes in their candid
s, the iy firsts the coumtry wis to
apon touch, the many temples” modern
Tndiaveas torais:

Bom in Ludhians, Bndwant Roy tmined
it Gopal Chitter Euteirin Lahors, o phota
studio run by Arva's maternal grundun-
cles, which suppiied photographs 1o The
Tribumae nswell At Lahore, ard brterwhen
b opened o photo spencey in Dethi, Roy
s histury Ting soripled fum thaee ram
cloer quiarters. And ik o fine awhivist be
Ropthin neptnaesalh, Buttime, flucstuat-
img temperntums and humid cond itions
during those kong yems of sarage hod left
cracking fike deftts on the negatives.
Arya had anuphdl tesoethund,

“Thereis whwpys e right nn:n right place

bt

Hushwmrt Aoy, Royal Indian AirFarce

resoirees o underake tht as well” sys
Ay, enoam fir his ronomresisl and el
phaing mphy, “The negativrwerm T fig
sowezes. Wenasembled theseon &nﬂrd
searnersand croated friges”

The world these imupes thiew up was
eneptionad Muslim League mestings,
INA trial dameng them a peture of TTA
soldiers singing Kodom kodam badhage
da' before Candbiil the signing of the Indi-
an Crmstitution, e building of Bhakma
Tl dnem epicting theeesle o humsn
offrt hehind the ientificmoel, besdes
others. Ry had tmavelled with Mihstma
Garuihi, photographed Josvahiarial Nehru
uaaSevaDul volunteerin Delhi joined the
Royal Indiun A Force, traned as in serin]

tireverything . T Thad

eurfier, Twoubdn't huve had the resources;
alag, the woed ‘digitisstion’ had nct coeie
into being Thew werenomeioddogiesto
ssbupe the pholograghs becusewe wem
il in the world of arnkop. B's anly in ihe
Labe Mk that peosle tured talld ng about
digiization of imsges: By then, I had the

Digitisation beganin 3008, a provess that
twned fruglle pegatives into digitel
Enages Onax the yeam, thousunds of pho-
topraphs have been preserved: vet, as
ey remin. Avound 30 areon display ot

Aryu's Gurugrar s geasn, Mused Cam-

g, oneof the Brgest mussums ofphotog-

black & white

Fapiny in Agin, Neardy 75 of thes are an dis.
pliy ot an exchibition, 'Jistery in the Male
s Vismal Archiave of Kalenant Roy”, biing.
showensed at Arthshala in Santindoetan
{Wiesit Bengal il September 1
A highlight of $hisexhitition i the post
enrdk Howsent W friends diring his workd
fousr fivirm 196l bo 172 *While an s toue
he was eonstandly dicking pictunes and
sencling them to his phot agency. When
he retumiel, the negatives wers mssing
Were they stolen? Were they hidden? No
e leneracs whitt happenied,
Hiye was hesrtbroken. |
revanrs in newspapers for angone whe'd
refim the nepitives, rurmmagied thmugh
grrbage bina in o fitile atberpt o find
them These postoards thaisserveas werhal
tmagesy of what i buere P Simar
Weitten from piaces o divers: gs Amster
dam 0 Geneva and Negasald, these ae
poignant glimpes imto s experence
finl fhe migies that were logt forever
Boy's cureer trajectony could be divided.
intobwo phases, befire and aftor Indepen:
denee. After 1T, his foeus chinped. His
lens vaas now tnained on uilding of o new
Indis; instosd of fullowing Gandhifi, hewas
following plerins ond travelBng tovarioua
phsees Indin was already un ecotic plice
and Tis pholn agency was supplying
imapes o sswml imtemational pubBen
tiona Muses Cimem has o wall doctiested
bohis Emnges putilished in nevspapars and
mugarinesall over Bumpe” Arya remls,
Inaisting on the ur gency of unthiving, he
wishes that hehad bopun digitisng Roy's
ahive sooner *Mast of the wnakg mabe
rind is rinching a point of no retum, We
heve to preserve whigever we can fur pes-
aty" His sdvice . those whose black
fwmily photos we decaving is
dear: ‘T‘..dn.- e out of the albume, get
them scanned wed el diital copies
mude " Leel it iz toolate.

03

The Fakl of the

ooncoptualised
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IRA PANDE

TE thentthe ook i= toth evocs:
thveind mysterious: isthisa per
simal e ofone of our micst
admired pabbie acthvists o a
politseal  stobement of sorts?

Befures [ o any further, led me pot inoa das
adaimner. Aruna and Blinksr Ry have been
ar friends ever simee we ot 1 knaw Then
in the late Seventies in Chandigarh, and
they hid ast starbed their wark based in
Bagasthan's Tihonia. In those davs, while
Bunier was training Borefost enginees to
provide village devel teehnolngy that would
anse the life of villagers, Arina began o
ing the women to wark with testiles and
ke baggs, aushion cmers and duffed boys
that were strung as mohiles for babdes, T
vz 0 o ke then thatt our home: in Chandic
gt was Bk thesi r shinwroonT our euraing,
dfiutan covers, the kntfmis that our babies
st an— all theem wame penems g giv
o usby Arune.

How far awey theee innocent Smes
scem now. Bunker wes 2 dushing dude
then: frech from St Stephen’s Colloge and
a nationad stquash champion, Members of
his distinguished family were peppered
all peross the world and # seemed to us
wide-exved admirers thet there wosnt
anyrne he did not know on s first-name
hasis. Anunn. the quieter of the twn, had
her owm remarkable history: She hod quit
the IAB intu time few had the couruge to
dosoltostert working remoto-deserd aren
with wumen who s Il wore veils, and were
deeply suspitious of one who roomed
around without one, I ean only imugine
wht it must have been for the bwo of' them.
tolive without the comforts of electrigty
and runping waier, in 5 rough “hone'

The Sunday Tvibune SPECTRUM

BOOKS

with the bure minimum 10 ease thelr lif,

THE PERSONAL |5 POLITICAL:
ANACTIVISTS MEMOIR
Ly A Ry
HarperCol s,

Pages 272,

Fo00

<< druna Roy's brue achieverent &
o focus att=ntion on the rights of
peaple whom we hid forgetten b

Bt rin. PAnTo: GALN G

mhﬂ.md uspicion and sullen disbelief,

This bock draws avil
all hamdships and the challenges ofthatlife:
both Bunker and Aruns had long ago sube
sumed their mdividual Tives into that of o
larger communily, so readers who seek
aach informatiom mey fiel dissppointed,
What the book does emphasize is that in
arder to effet change, one must become
that changs, Towas Gandhiji who fimt gave
ua this mantrs und a5 6n od follc sying
puts it “haake peir ne pari bivooyi, wah
g jeane peer prvnii.” Roughly tnnslated
it means, Hew cun one understand anoti
' pain i she has not suflfred cwckedand
Heeding heels? Gmdualy, = this book
reveals, Aruna managed to Toeak through

tersof these villperswith the
srvrfverr o biesd i them & healthy comdermpt
o mmyeme who promised fhem anything.
The reader vill mest many chumefers in
this toek, Bk Maurti, Mangi and Bilkin,
whno hecume notive participants in pootests
apuinst repe, xati, fenale infentidde, Onese
their ongue wers loosened, there was oo
sopping thern. Thedir confidence in them-
sehves and their eollictive strength edied
the prmogant und frudsl sysem questions
that it waaunable to answer

‘Workting chss womens poliics was
teught to me,” says Aruna, “by these ' pre-
fossors” whe knew snd aticolsfed the
thought in an idiom much marecompdling

The endrlng Roy of hope

\r'

and communscative than mine eould have
been. They stated their com limitations and
e 5o end accept some of mine ™

Tt will become evicent soon enotigh that
this was a oy edumbion. Arina
berntght them o woekd of the outsice and
they gave her insi ghts that had the strength
avul honesty of lved eoperences. Hou aght
Gl was when e said al thiss years
g Usat befons o takea decion, think of
the poerest man you knowand asi yotirssl
henw this decisiom will affect his life Aning
brught encrmous change i the Bves of
these sequestered and hidden wimen Vi,
NTou) she has bepn rdically reformed by
herown work amengst them Her work in
¢ Right tn Information, MNRECGH, Right
0 Bducation et al, gt her the prestig ous
Magsaysiy Award, Tt ber true achieve:
ment wa in focus aftention on the dghts of
penpde whim we hud forgoten to factorin
whenmunking high-minded palidies

This gluring migtake that ofl povem.
ments have been puilty of committing hos
been highliphted in the recent elections,
where the common man has trumped the
uncomimon and privileged person. Never
agam, [ hape, will thas salutary lesson be
Iorgotten when drawing plans fior the
natiom's progress, Boo until the fruits of
eeondmic progmess retch the lust Tndian,
edonnmic propress will be like building a
fortress an o bed of sond. Again, Aruna's
mentoring of o dedimted band of Hke-
minded worters s somethin g thet must be
followed By othwr aetivists, Long after sho
il Bunker retire, they cen rest assured
their followers will continue the good wirk
they huve lid the frundution fac

1 finally understood why the book is titled
‘the personal is politicol’; there is no othes
wiy o live & mesningful Efe.

Long goodbye to Darwin and other truths

NANDA'S 'A Fidd

(Guideto PostTruth Indea’ is

a [astincting book that

touches upan a critically

important thems — the

esdsting crisis of truth, scence and knowi-
edge ol its newsr mamlsstations n the
Form af post-truth eulture. The book dedibes-
ateson he emergiong ouds Do post-secubae
Trdia, where the pewer canons of ‘Indian
Knowherdge Srstem ane beang presentid asa
process of devolonisatann and oy ways of
attuining freechom fum the hegemonic dis
ennrsesod the Western Knowledge Sy sterm’.
MNanda s promanent acaderie and hetroes
an ofdence, offers a byered and nianced
it e of e changing contouss of ndias
thought. She sates that ' the central thesis
of the bodk s that a post-seaiber India will
bea post-iruth [ndu'. Shelays bare thecon:
tempirary processes of postariith making
where myths are presented as a substitnte
fior higtnry, pasdescenos as scence sl
mysticisn as a legitimate toal of attaining
sudeeriti b et and obictive koo led g,
Nanuda's analysis Bten down inko & sue
cinet argument, which ghuws how the

A FIELD GINDE TO POST-TRUTH INDLA
by Meea Nanda
Thiree Essays Collecive,
Papes 154,
Fe00

repaack ing of Uhese ideas is being present.
e ax a formofdemlonisation of the Indian
mnd to restoretive Tndian Knodedpe Syve-
tem. She has cilially eamined the s

critical mtionality. especially theouph e
educational carviculum, is now being rapid-
Ly replaved by s Hindu terper’. supoaried
by an outdated metaphysics presanied to
publicin the Tndisn Knowled pe Sy sem’.

The suthor estalogues the kindecape of
past truth India in two impoetant cate-
gores, In the first wnd the list chupters of
the book — Big Lies and Deep Lies in
PogtTruth India’ and “Sbpce Perception
and Hindu Scences, Fum Esdy Begm-
surygss to O Troubked Teres’ — o is ecarm-
] howdiscourses on the epi demological
erisisire cunsricted by The intellectuals
themgedves, manching under the hanoer of
sl ers s eivasmn, pestenloesialisen and
other shionable theones of koowledge.
aseaprver-game, whin have bd the assanlt
aan the vy s ol chijective lr\nh

il 4 subjectof cultural produdtion,

The second thems of the bok is
addressed in chapters 1, 3 arad 4. ‘Diefend-
g Thrudition and T fving Sdence: Ayurve-
da in the Times of Covid-107, The Dark
Apge of the TUndoven: Searching for Indige-
mousAsvans”, and Tndis's Long Goodbye
o Darwin’ addsess questions of pseado-
setenee and myvsticism, Here, the authos
how looked st the eitesl efficacy of
Avurvedie misliciee and i di Gerent vari-
arits at the time of the pandemic,

She also exitiques the moded of the 11T
Kharegpur Calendas, whise theme s

“Recovery of Indian Koawldge Systen’
Ancther intensiting asgiment is made
reganding the compeomise Geed by an
abypcrtive Wndsistinding of istry theocgh
the rermoval of Darwanian undrr\-dmnlhng

s Pacels of the past-tnuth cul
tures i Dl foee et the asgailt on
sertlarisem, sewmeeaned serentificworkd view
il the rraking of a ‘Hindu' public sphere.
Arvondngg o Narsla once upnnatime, the
cultivation of seentific kemper madacritical
sense of inguicy was a fndamental duty of
eviery citimen of the Indian republic

Hene, the author from the  educationzl 1 of
un ‘big bes' and ‘deep lie' from acom-  NCERT ted bocks,
parative k of the United Stales Overthedecudes, Meera Nasda haseun-

tinder Trump and India under Midi,
which she coneiders iea paradigm shift in
pasteeculir Tndia, The chaplers saplain
Eware any e steminlegginal criss creates the
puthwars of post-tiith callume, whers
kenimededge & not considered s justafied
trite belief, rather, it beeomes gibyjective

tribited tothe omli oo ol d cotntereril wal
puhlie to understand the importance o
seaerue, abpective o th and aonstib ool
demuray, Thisiza highly reommmended
b fir arsyrme swhiwishes 10 understnd
the making of post-truth cullure in the
pristesectbar public sphere of India

Sustainability in designand as part of life

IITESH MALIK

OMPILED aned edied by Lalk-
shimi Swaminethan, ‘A Call To
Retirn, A Jimey with Dids
Contracer’ presents un inki
rrate yurney ofa sml a beauti
Ful mind, in sesich of deep connectims
bebomen the higher malmsand the material
rramnifestation. This inspiring fourney isa
anillisgerd wiotke of pheces narrabid by Tidi her
self abaoitt ber fom, lifle ingéirieries. hir pae
tures, sketehes and Laksh mi's reflect
am intern, whin i mweinspired by the m
vir's Bfe and the processes that shaped hl:'r
arvhitectural works, Lakshmi has wosen it
dll wopether very well from a mukitude of
rnuserips and frun scriptions of Didslee
tures from the Intter years. The book star
with an upt forward by Sotish Eumar,
Teminding us af the necessity of a radical
ahift in consciousness, which Didi exernpli-
Hed LluvueJ\ ‘e life and wordea, showing ua

ety

thewarr ghesto tackle the
amyuing eowironments] eriis:

Tha baook: i6 a0 much more than & sory of
aninid r\ﬂﬂ,uﬂ mtlst.i‘mhm' Tt iz almost o
treatiae -

m:mmd.s:r-mmmmmam
nection: vith pesple ind places, il that
with o deeply compussionts wnd conbem-
putive process of cnpag erment with the ecol-
ogy end the local culturein el its complng-
ties, Her coperiences in New Mexico,
Andrette, Bowbgy wed numerus ofher
places, all eome fopether in her chosen
bome, lower Dharameals and Sidhbariaea.

While this book doesn't cover any of her

PN ST Y
]

DmlCollrmr on the ues of localy

A CALLTO RETURN,

A JOURNEY WITH D101 CONTRACTOR
Cenmpriked and exlitesd by
Lakshimi Sweminathen

Bl e Tres
Prgees 163
Tano

proiects indetail, & g structuredin o themeat-
vy The first soction Lyys dovn ber form-
utive years then i opens up one's mind to
the Thilnsnphical s of he works, and
grea am o deeribe Ber sppecsch t) the key
denaaf mistninabilityand thedesign piinc-
pes that guided her proctice. Tna nuhell,
Feir peneess of desien und eppmoech toBfeis
werydirect and is inspired by herlived ope-
dence, all of which is beputifi Iy copturedin
shewmile Thes: u
ed terwards theend of the ookt
The book is full of dodes and i

storyof her name tothe strnes afher health
and of her death. At cach juncture, ne i3
erithralled aned feels uplited By how she
soabves pprobsleens ard celebirates Bl

For e pessonaly, i an eduicator and an

sy sustag d a st

e nt uf:')l-’-ﬁ?‘ll!’"ﬁ! the boolhas TRy les
sond. Lam bouched v Dedl's genersity her
bty to Ive Bie tothe fullest by beingin
the mament and offerin g erwork, and her
Iearnings of 1ifi to 50 nmiany people. There
e many nepitng insights that she shams,
butT particulaety erjoved the part wheme she
miarnates how she sees and wass Bght in her
architecture. She goes on o desoribe
nuanced details to increase the Tight with
muini rad openings, and offers solutons e
using papier miché in plagter o make #
stronger Didi insisted on the use of locally:
ovuilabie meterinds end sdapted them with
e own imaginative und quidy mind.

Architecture, for Didi. was both an nnes
journey and a relutional process. She can-
neded deeply with her clients, getting to
Enerw themn well and then offered intu-
itive silutione,

T v riveted ty the connection she
estublishes betwesn waft and food. The
Kiichen is the lively core of her designund
in the bools, theee are ample places whorse
she shares recipes and the joy of growing
and cooking together Sustainubility does-
wibecome o didiedic process but e means

froert b childhood in the US; her growing
up in g very ceutive environment with
artist parents and her encounders with the-
atre; numerous st litieg 1doe

& call o living lifein colebration with ecal-
oy and people as partof the whde.

The book has something fur everyore
h ing tolive lif

Hane Hofimann, Fanke Liovd Wright, the

ard:
seiously und fully!
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THE DEATH OF ASARAS CRANE
by Ambal Fand atod by
Gita Subramianiem

Speaking Tizer

Pges 100, $400
Taril author Ambai's fimed detee-
tivarehamieter Sudho Gu pla trovels tn
Mumbaito solve myseries thel mekd
suspense and intrigue with sodal
commentary, ‘A Boom Measiring
250 Bguare Feet' tockles taboos and
secreta 'The Death of s Sarus Crane”
explores privilege and tragedy, while
‘Bepal’ delves intn forbidden ve,
e ‘Bun, Maska and Trani Chai'
redefines belonging and friendship

THE REMAINS OF THE BODY
Ly Sorbant Pejurredar.
Penguin Rardam House.
Pges172, 7459
Wrater Seikat Majumder szys he feels
deeply dewn 1 the shapelessness of
Buman sexuality, purticulady when it
changes [ between family, sode-
ty, and conjugal purtrerships. The
Remains of the Body' is an explo-
ration of desive. rmarriage and friend-
ship between thee Indian mmi-
grans in North America. The author
challsnges corwentional notions of
marrage and fdendshio and asks

SINEMA: THE BOLLYWOOD BUNGLE

OF ANDY DUGGAL

by VikramSingh

Spesiing Tige:

Pages 3517490
Thistgeneration  pmducer  Andy
Duggal was part of the Bolpwood
p de lncreme, bt s nr
ing disaster Diinks, drugs and dal-
laner are his constant companims
Fiis e is filing for divoree: his ntest
film i# @ celnssal train wreck. And
nmw Andy find s himself entangied in
B cevios weh spun by o mafi don.
Filmmakrr and seiptwriter Viknm
Singh paints an cye-popping pice
of the film industry,

THE BOOK OF WEALTH: A YOUNG
INVESTOR'S GUIDE TO WEALTH
AMD HAPPINESS
) Mtk kLS
Pengui n Randam House,
Pages 708 $250
In The Bock of Wealth', Mark
Muhiiz, onet of themaost successfil and
influential money managers In the
wnetel, offeran madmap to understand
Eh diverse mrontes ofwealth creatiom.
Reglete with cormples and aneedstes,
e puidebook offers pructical
invest in stoides. bonds, rmutid funds,
besides dternatenssets e vl estute,
preciqus metals, stones, oollectibles,
urrpotumrency, ete. It also delbves into
it consBtutes true wealth, extend-
g bevond Anancial scoumulation and

wriders tunding of prosperity.
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GO0D SPOAT

ROHIT MAHAIAN

HE night Indza won the T2H0 Wordd

Citp. the night Virmt Koh retired

from T200s, Mohammed Shami

remembered his old teammate.

Hee pat up photographs ofhimseld
withKohh onsocial medis, starting withone
that was both bleak and hopeful; fire and
gravel and hendlines and words that bumed
his heart, from 2021, when he recetved hor:
rid online abuseé after the defeal to Palkiston
in the T20 World Cup,

Weoerd s wand — anongmans words sueh as
thrown by ‘fans’ wound terdbly, for players
like Shami have noway to confront theirtor
mentors. The tumult of the bigots is empli-
fied by sociol medin, whichhelps them deln-
or their mesmge o the vicim The
asymmetry of power is overwhelming —it's
one pgainst & mad honde, willing to lynch
with words,

Amnd Kohhi stands between the mob and
thedr wictim.

After Indin lust to Pakistan, by 10 wickets,
in Thibai inQetober 2021, Shami vy culled o
traitor; he was told to o to Pakistan, but no
ofher player was told to migrate It was only
Shami. for his refgion mude him an cutaider
— by the bigets wha wish o reimagine Indi
the way Pakistan was concelved. by feelings
of sepuratism a nd religious chauvinism.

Elohlli tore apast the bigois during o press
cunderenes — alter the BOTT media handler
advized journzlists that ‘only eickeling'
questions would be taken and then thed o
muzzle a guestion relsted to refigion. “Th me,
attacking somenne over their refigion is the

The Sunday Teibune SPECTRUM

REFLECTIONS
What Kohli canteach India Atale oftwotrees

Wihan Ma rammad Snami wes trgrted after
India ot o Pakistn, & was Virt Kohli whotoes
apart! ouinga pros mm

most, Dwiuld suy, pudhetic thingthat s uman
being ean do,” Eohdi said. "1 personally have
never ever even thought of diserinmimating
{ngainstanyone over their religion, That is o
wery scred and personal thing to every
human being and that shoukd be beft ther,”

Words that our politiciens, seeling 1o
fimpose relipion s and cultural uniformity ine
beautifully diverss eountry, would do well to
heed pnd repet.

DRAVID AND T20s

Rahul Dravid walks away into the sunsst ing
biluze of glory, lioniged by all for coaching
India’s T20 tewn to the World Cup title.

The ¥ony in this isinescapable — his great-
est triumph sg coseh i in the format he
thought wery T e off

Deavid is arpusbly Indis's greatesi Test
batsman, a clagsicist win personified oick-
et's hoariest traditions — & straight bat, a
flinty mind. a body that could remain at the

crease for st sessions stmight, en pit ches
that changed charncter svery hoiic

He's o man who plgeed nly one T20E and
thinaght e formmat was so paltry thathedid not
wank the homatr of captatning Indin in the
Imiuigitmd T2 Workd Cup in 2007 — he didn't
even pliy in that toumamend! What's more,
the then ciptiin, Dravid perssaded Sousw
Cianguily and Sachin Tenclilkar 1o nal e past
of the b, Thee reing of which wers handed
oner i IS Do,

[ndiawnon the T2 World Cup st month by
beating South Afraa by seven nuns — & mar-
Ein a0 paltry, it coubd well have been o defeat
if the apponent had a bit of Tuck T20 isa for-
mitt of luck and chance and Sx different
tenms have won the ttle in the nine T20
Wirld Cup toumaments — consistency
impassitie, and Afghanistan can beat Aus
tralinand the 1Samateurs g heat Pele stan,
Bt the firmat has money and glamor,
tumii® and nerise, end thot is very nttmethe

Dmwvid is, himsnaer, o self-effocing. modest
mun und, swely; he knows thut he's been
wasipned grester honowr thon he himeelf
witdd aocerd to o conch of @ T2 team; he
would mudh ruther have won the Woeld Test
Chitnpioneships fmalaga st Austradioin 2023,

Hie’s also being idolised s a faulile s man
and Irader, forit seems 0 hine been forgotten
that he presided over o divided team made
imeecum byeonch Greg Chappeilwith whom
he was aligned more than hia eammates.

“Is time Dnivid eoverted himeedf and told
Chappell that in futues, he will cull the shat,”
Ruvi Shastr auld in 2005, Dasvid should stand
up and sy that he i the boss and that hecon-
trols magersoncehe crogsesthe brundary Bre”

“Because of Greg Chappell, the dressing
room was divided,” Ganguly said n 2011,
‘Raghul Denvid is suckh type of a person who
wants that eventhing goes smocthly. He
kmew that things were going wrong. but he
haid no couzage to revalt s tell him {Chap.
pell) that he was doing wrong.”

Mice guy or a snowflake? Well, possibly the
greatest Indian Test bateman, for sure,

Repatriate’s reunion with samosa

AnuSeErH

HROUGH decades of travel urad set-
ting wp home 1 different countries,
the search for comibet food often
endedwath savounng & somosm nls
numerais foemes Thise stepping beyond
Indian shores shire an emotarad bond with
thismildly specy, crisp saveury snack, always
i phiszsi sl
Lam remanded ol'oneal my many -w;mms
into the bvlanes of Angwarthe Hawd in
downtown Yangon (the erdwhils Fangoos,
the commercil cagital of Myasmar), T had
stepped into a emall nosedescrpt restau-
ramt that claimed to be secving authentic
Myansmar cuwsine. Tenpled by the st of
seegelarian dishes, the mmos soup o partsc
uilar pieued my inferesd . Lake modt [ndians,
the crasp Uaky, polata-(lled golden triangles
were @ moitheaaterng delicacy that con.
jured up sweel memies of student daps
when ‘semosn and chai’ were o ntuad with
friends That clay, the picture that stansd
brack it e b some peanted edge s peeping
ot of a bawd of saup, Obvioushy, the soomasa
el traveled o bing way
Mot of us belwwe that sonosn is an Indan
snade that has embred over centuries, Not
auibe. e 15 origin can be tnioed to Central
Acsig amd the Midrdle Eastern aiuntrics The

first mention ol 5 enacle bearing o striking
similarily to our modernday sanose was
found 1 Arabs cockbooks dating hua.kiuﬂlh
1tk century, These mentioned the
" ennfrisek’ (derived from sanbosog’, @ E‘er—
sian beom | The reeape seens W have reedied
South Acia through the Middle Eadern
skilled enoks who soughtemplovment i the
kitche s of the Sullan of Delhi,

Mention of the s in Amur Khusrau's
writingx [poet and scholar of the 13h centu.

und game to polstoes, cottuge dhesse and
vepetables, before being cealed and deep-
fried on a bow fame to yield & oisp, golden
beoam outer crwst with a soft fillm g inside.
The bugic recips remains the sme but
over Gme, delectable vanstions have
emenged — lukhmi in Hyderabad, sammose
choal B popular as strest food o North
Tned i, sevmbersak in Arabl counl fe s, soma in
Turkicspeaking matims of Centeal Asia,
bajigun in the Maldives, sombu i

ey} revealed ils Earity arning the nobsil
iy arud royal Eamdies. By this trre, thesaomrer
el been refinesd 1o perfecdtion with suffings
of mincermeat, ghee and crions.

Saravse s pre pared with awatesthin outer
pastry that is rolled ool and formed mio &
crines, il weithy st ffirgds ranging from meat

The basic recipe remains
the same but over time,
delectable variations have
emerged across continents

Hhi o Somalia, and Ind s
wersion of s Boserved with semlbol

S ol 8wy it Mysanrmar as it
e inteoall Bouth Asian couniries. Served oz
a [ried snack in tea shops and as street food,
it has also been adapled into a mone whole
some dish erved o local restairants, as
s sondg, eallend s ok Intereet.
ingtly, this ix ajump From an ol woke into a
bl of lentall i,

Samos mup & g combanation of lenkil
s, s and salad comprising onions,
rabbage, camos, chillies aml coriandes
Eeanves. Tamarind or lemon juice can bead ded
bo make # 0 b seur and tangy A complte
sermian, s coambines more than 2 ing i
ents and the end res it 15 Smply delseions,

Oy rry weioen b Iridia afber 16 years. 1 have
perfected the semoga Souif, and lose i Semve
a5 Burmese-Indian entrés!

RAAIA BHASIN

N fmntad aur fEat in Delhi, then

1= lnrge gilk eotton tree, Whils

this is Moanled by cther malkes

ond species, and b2 partially

abgoured by a brash Ashoka
that started as an upstart shrub, it i
the ‘semal’ ar entton tree that domi
nabes the windows and baleony, As
the diay passes ard the Seasons
dhinge, the tree, expectedly, chinges
When the piwer goes off, as it peeo-
sionally doss, the dmmi in the tree
pmvdrdes grenter delight than mumaer-
s TV ghews,

The morning beging with & mee up
and down the tree's trunk bya drey of
atjuirreds— or are those chipemunka? 1
don't know the difference. But they
e frisley, hindo oute’ and have Iong,
Tushy taiks They seem to have noth
ing better i do than kise adories in
their Brlgety sourryine frod and what-
ever dse that they fill their dugs with
Huoving got its waking and sheeping
evde e the b
mees dlong o parapet by the tree ond
dives hendiong into the bowl of grain
‘that has been Jeft out for the birda by
e neighbours Then s the tameof the
parnboens, wh announce thesrasrival,
ar departure. with loud soreethes.

“The highest branches ame taiken bya
peain o fldtes, whose sharp eyes search
[ prey and then with o sudden
sweop, off they po ko grab their nesd
mend. Quite Ike squatters, ulbak
and barbets arrve bo claim space an
vacant brenches and refiiss to budse.
When the fowers emiege & bright red
in eorly spring, iy whem the fruit bats
arrive and the evening hours are wh-
enover by these unusaal pollingtors

The cther tree i inthe hillsand &
anethat Thavek Tife This

.mmfwwmhﬂzmwwlm

after heavy spowfall rrots o T snace

No one climbs the
etonymus tree now.
Another generation of
tree climbers has also
grown and gone

fivr e, died not krow thiss, Norwas be
particuliry kind or pelite to the gifs
whowaere now un der prrtection of the
aforesid biceps. & moment of erisia
oceurmed when the new neighbour
pushed oneof the gidsatide whie she
‘i sk pping on the path that be had
%o cruss. Hep legs pot tangled in the
skipping rope and she hurt herself
The biteps did not appeove of thiz
This equired siiisble adicn. Quite
Eilee & scene from the inkmitabile ‘M-
pudi Doge’. the biceps were ably
assizted by us minions, We waited @l
the ‘persoanwhi puﬂaeﬂ wag toretirn
fome. Aanfuged mass ol cows. whis-
Hles and barks announeed the npend-
ing awrivad of e who had dared push
a . The person passed undes the

thie bi in
wiil. An arm geinging o [frving pan
shot out of the fdiage, and o cotain
somebody sy Dt on the path. In

iz enomymuz, sometimes caBed a
mock lemon. This fine pergon was
mennt to spend 1ife a5 & small shrub,
bt somewhere along the line
chunged 1tz mind and grew inte a
debightdll, small tree, By its s ide wers
e ther companions th time has
ek Lo the phice where good souls
and good tres Bnalby go One bas put
aloswn Presh cubtings in the hopes that
aneddiy thiey, oo, will e g e the
small plants areund.

Unilikes the ool tree that disedour-
apes climbing with its straght trunk
and conical spikess long thebark, the
entmiyrans welinmes B8 scrambles
This tree, with ity dense foliage and
ntrcate sculpture, was where we
would vansh as chaldren. In s hush-
g Ly castbes anel forts. Branches
il i themsedves  inla
shapes or asrglanes and the oo s
ol spareship could oome visiting and
ararm s ol 1o a ddistant phanet,

A other trnes, thas tree cowld
ermges s s el lifle hiding place. Take
the moment when a good negghbour,
snmeswhal clder than me, decided that
all the btthe rmes and the somewhal
alder girls of the ares were entitied to
e protection of his welkdevweloped
hieeps. Mo somecne whi hod meoved
e recently into the ard, and was

the biceps and assorted
undedings had vanished. None spoke
ofthe incident amin.

No one climbs the euouymus tree
now Ancther penemtion of tree
clirnbers has also grown and gane. 1
s now been passed on to monkeys
who, taking thewr lesson from 3 rying
pan-welding human_ now wse Lhis
tnee to ambush and wavlay anyone
wihay s carrying somethng edible Tn
wwiniter: Lhe shesus monkeys give way
Btk Barge dark lasyiurs, who et the
Sy aned graw at the bark, When
Ehey are dissal idied with other nooks
and cranmies, hise sparrows oocas
sionally make teir nests in the deep
innunds of this tree, A few days baek,
with the e lushes of monsw n min,
a disused newt fell out of thetree. This
may not have had the aritey of a
wemnves il orthe determination that
makes @ wiodpeder's craty s
e, b, froim i Litt e distance, was
meal enmigh A chaser inspechim
revealed the matesials that it was
made of. Flere was a signol cur imes,
the much-threatensd spamows harl
il thedr nests from The v mate
rials that endinger them and other
bairels — the wharks of long pine e
dles and strands of hatr were nfer-
spersed with sinngs. of plastic and
peibyester staffing

Tragedy that every forest fire unfolds for the voiceless

NOTHER memsoon 15 ifpon 18 105 a

time whin, ideally, melodies of Malhear

shindld hure been sweetenin g the misty

airof Shimla. However, the first shiwers

rather apptar a8 the strike of Lond Shi-
¥ii'a trident — especilly ina vily that is st recover-
ing from its fightening monsconal experiends: last
ear. The first ruins have fallen and with them hivwe
ako fallen i few desders: muck has eroded dovne
stream and engulfid strnded vehides inits path. One
ity with bated brenth the naxct tan months!

Befum =t eloudsa From th h arnved to
create romance of pathos in Shimbs bdls, it wea the
smile from fore fires that had filled the ctyescape, and.
s the nemmeahumng. Thive spent msmy nights leep-
ing vigl at the Resaie ood Rehabilitition Centre nt
Tt an oz fimes raged frmany, and asking tho forest
guard incharge i e had recebved snough kol help to
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The rescued chesr pheasant chicks.

am upward fum. emby b ereate another dungier on it then
handed. in the direction of the Bal Achmm. The news
apread and theentire district administntion s on the
spuot takzing comtml of the stuston

put cut thebluze, Th ;af couree, Bt

Unity i th, and the yiint effuts of the adminis-
tration and dtizens resulted in contmling thefire, st

mmedwild.hﬂ_ meh; ]ucpunia undbnanl t‘haian.a
housed ot th and
even g5 their permunent home. However, on My 2B,
Tuds and efforts & seem o heverun out zaa fire oot
eninglyapproa-hed the @ped inhabitunts,
sitvution anid shalki ke, the for-
eststall, ked from the funt by the Deputy Conservator
of Pty (Wildlifk). Shireil, did their ol to save the wikd
i Mirocudowsh for the wildlife the blae ook

[ren s

ing huve beena twin tugedy:

G ey e bem geart-
ed during the pesi surumer, wisn surging siles of fus
were reparted B a city where buildings rever hod the
need or provision for e, md deily Iifi: now seemato be
transiliceang into a welcrene mansoon.

Furthuse senstised to walk the earth abil imore gen-
1y —aresdtol theirpassion and education inwikdlifs

P —

— the post summer w
They were privy to the
the forest fire seasn,

I remember having a discission with my superi
ur @& 10 the veracity of a social media image whene-
ina pheasant mother lay charred todesth beside #5
clutch of eggs, obviously choosing death rathor
than shandoning her miternaol instinets. Whether
thet imoge was real or not, the forest etall at

indeed o forpettuksle one
5 tor that undilded diring

tragedy that every fitest fire wndthds for the wilceless.

Majorty of forest fives are mused by humans. Tsn't
lighting someone’s home on fire supposed to be a
crime of the grneest Jeind ? Margy human hearts still
resonate with. the pain ancd suffering bome by the fa -
nal forms of Bife, but it argusbly takes o Boddhisitv-
like sensitivity toackmowledge the salfering of the fio-
rit, Trrespedtive of our ohilities to be sengitive, thit
plunts wre as ulive was proved by the legemdars poly-
muth. JC Bose, More recently, in the "Hiddem Life of
Trees', Peter Wahleben has postulsted strildngly on
by Soeal life-forms feel, communicate, love and farm.
social bands. The recent foreet fres B Himachel
Pradesh and Uttarokhand hove thus been o gigantic
dizuster in the WohSeléun or Bosondan sense,

Tn the difficu® season gome by, one of the most
heartening sights was the manthby meport on wAldbfe
momitnring from the Renukagi Wildlife Sanctuary
Whst 8 blessing n lone, small waster pond in the forest
can be to wildlife i the sweltering heat wis captured
by o camera put st a suntage paint, Between June 13
und Junel?, the water hole, bareky o foot decp, was
wmugingly used fora eool swim by o porcupine. &
musked palmeivet, ayellow- throsted marten, & bark-
ing deer. o mother bear and hereub, and. vea our

Mushobea Range did reseue the orphaned chaer
phessant chicks fram another forest fire. They are
oy b v ged af Kuld Zoo. The endegsvour has
been besutifully filmed by the Conservator of
Forests, Shimla, to raize suareness sbout the silent

fpresent eury iong in Shimk a
Lifl: inthe wild i not & roee. solet’s not dd thoens toit
Theee who have susvived e fives, now have a monscon
todeal wifh. Shisvila prayy tothebenimigy of the 1 pd!
— Thewrileris on fudio Bresd Serviceafficer
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MAKING
ADVENTURE

TOURISM

SAFER

ParTH Josat

8 the briel weather window
between late spring and pres
monsoan opened up, [ wasg
buoyant, packed and ready
o depart on a iwo-wesk
expedition 1o Halindi Khal, a high-alti.
Tude pags in Uttarakhand connecting
the haly shrines of Gangotn and Badrk
math, when the news came thal nine
trekkers had died aftes beang catght in
a hlizzard while on a trek to Sahastra
Tab, It's @ high-altitude lake in
Uttarkashi district not very far tum
where we we e planning to hike
A fewewepeks later, annther grave tragedy
was imserted in the neighbouring state of
Himachal Prodesh, Mam than o undeerd
treldkrrsaere e stranded in the middle of
o ekt b Hamta Pass, eormacting the val
Tews of B fha aned Syiti, abandoned by their
trekking guides whio found themsehes
overtumdened with the Ingistics
These are not one-off events, This year
el swwrierien Kt ber life while paagiding
tr Kl s her harness broke off midair, and
twn tourists cdied while mfting near
Rishikesh, swopt of by a song maercurment.
Every wenr we 556 an increasing number
of fatalities acm s the acventitre totrism
seekar m the country, While some of these
ftwolve scasoned adventiers icciimb:
g te tnforeseen cvents ar clements a
mag these mses are avoi s
afions, symptomir e of the disimay the
induietry find s £eelf in T8 enllsumon policy-
makers, the industry and civil society to
introgpect on the immediate and long
temm measures toensure the suctainbili

=

Activies Bhe mountaineerd ng carry hﬁ!ammhdm White it hun bmetou! operators

safepiands areln place, dimbers ssonead o ensure that they are physically 2nd mentally prepared for such
acthties.

1ty af one of the Gtest growing segments
in the Indaan toiirsm marked

CHANGING PRIDRITIES
'lheaal!v 1900 saw the rise of adventure
Inncka, s Fweritumers, deiv-

as human safety Lodk at the cuze of

en by apasson far the outdoos, turmed info
énhﬁ:nmours Forekgness and LI[m\.‘hrbe!

byttt

iy ¢ lerebs, These westenymes were p_-(.
T the gobden days af the ndustoy, with
meticubous plinsung that wlied on experts
ratherthas the Ieteenet, andeustomears who
mre e by Busir pession forthe ouidoors
ratbueer Tt st proescsiame,

From there, things: snewbalied into o
stute of degenemison pretty fast. A rapid
surge in infmstructure impeoved connes.
tiviy by beaps and baunds, from highaays
o arpoits, while the [T rml iiton breright
1M e conSUmer segment of U pen
phe ridingt a wave of surge in disposible
tneomes eager fir some adrenaline rish,
Then came social moedia, with its qurated
feeds glamorising adventure while conve
nrilemlly ermiting t e rasks anmd pre!mmum

whese tousist numbers have
exploded from aound TO00 = 1896 o
bt 1OBOO0, with the carbion Twdpsint
if i Wnurstarrival squalling o s boss
af T3 tonres . O Mount Rwened, whene
rvercmwrling at altitudes. above (0
mietres, once uninaginable, & kading 1o
anincreasing mumber of tourist deaths
Ween i comestolidia thess inddents s
ir T and
(rowrtly uitionss reaeticn hm-’the Authari
taes, frelsing an irmediate responss bt
Lack ing n fresight Thlethe csampleof the
Uttamichand High Court bem on camping n
dlphne meadows m the state in 2008 or 4
bulandet b ol freles in Finnaiirdistriet in
Himachil Pradesh i thewake of inclement
weither in 2121, In fiimess. this i5 ofien

i alckofsupp um
ST —_—— el 1 choes el Lo
el b for thes inelastiy o the adventie

pean Union fo
[ b it eam 12k

aidde

racts van bower the initial
stment risk for prote companmes,

grialifications, ermerpency response phans
and particpent mdtrmation

We mlby have a bandful of sich lraiming
mmditubes sn Indis, that oo wath Hmited
fmachang and infrastructural rapabilities In

encouragmn g them bo enter thess madosts

W v ks e an ket for e i ary
services Thice the s of wesithuer [orecasts
Arhveriture fourism reles hesvilly o the
alailiky ter pireecdict Ve veesitboeer ko] i ing
e 1 risks. Actoaties hke moun

it kg cuuntsy lke s which b, i

sity of biogecgraghic regions each with
Their own podifoBio of sdvernture activities,
e reeped B0 comsicler atleast one such nsti-
tution in ewdh state. Purthermor, these
instites reed to be able to u\.‘;&ﬁl‘wnh

b hly

Semecasts dloum o the haur, lor which most

operators are willl g bo pay s prem um, This

cotibd be @ petential entry poing for tech

entreprenelrs wirking in the damain of
Ao Ackvmrab ;

umrpe«sgn'ms;y

b
will preatiy the Makein

nange, BSpEe
an Indisin adventire gubdes tn be compe:
fent encniph o ply thesr trade glabally, ke
their Nepadese or Eimpean ounterparts.
Similar stndiceds need to be enforeed
for dassification and mainicnance of
squipment, which can fllow thase set by
ntermaticnally renowrned onganiations

invrilved, nciting people ¢

e beyond their skill level
Satistiolly, we may sy the adventire

toursm sectar &5 ot an all-time high, The

the e rather than an escoeplian,
There are fouir key areas we can focus on
b’l strengthen the foundations of the

ghobal murrhst s ne wns 1 il
He in 4021 and projected fo expond o a
ompaind anniil growvih rite (CAGR) of
152 pereent from 2022 o 20040, Tt 55 cmat.
ing Ineal employment, especially for
you th, and putting hitherto unknown des:
tinatinms om Ehe map.

‘ﬂ-i. this muy h@ a m-km: time bamb,

158 4

itune tourism industry — stron g poti-
cies and operational standards, humean
rezntires, Aipport infrustrickice ind con-
Armer behaviour
At piresent wre hinas fie Natonal Adventime
Tiriim Strtegy rdeased by the Ministry of
Tmeim i 2022 and the Indion Adwmurl'
Tnekm Guiddines fomulated by e
Ad Tour Operators Associntion: of

praveridk to both the envirommentas well

Indin in 2008 @ puidng policy douments.
Sime sots e thelr oan adventume
ks poides or guidelines, While all of
thesetry o estabiisha seope of the indadry
and o vision for its poath, they need to be
supgplimented with robust operationud stan-
dareds and guiddines. eoupled with insti-

rthom Lo Earindusry

Farinsendae, Iock ot the Austrian Alpine
Asaeition (OeAV), 8 mltm:«d nugarnw
Gon dedicated to mounl and
alpine safety in Austria, It offers o compre-

Hice the Climbing and Movun.
tuineering Belerntion | ITAA or the Inter-
mational Rafting Fedesation [TREY.

NEED T0 REDEFINE ROLES

T s fmprtnt to nite that endireing aich
standirdsnegitines the grovermment io pliy
the re of 8 mirket mgulatar In the cur-
rent scenarin where pricehased competi-
tion 15 leading o compeomises in equip-
ment quatity wnd deployment of quality
human resoiree, establishing mindmim
price cedings, ut lenst inthe short term.
can peovide a regulatory oversght to
enaue that the industry complies with
und pesforms to global stundurds, Lock at
the case of Bhutan, whern esteblishing
minimum per doy toriffs for foreien
fourista enabled tour aperutors to provide
high quality services while ensuring that
the tourist mumbers remain sustainabie.

The grneermment also needa to play the
role of o miricet enabler D ereate 5 robust

safety and support infrastruciure. Even
tnday, we unLy havca hund.!‘ul 4f private
or uther

hineive training progrimme for
gitides, enauring high competency semss

umlm!&nq,' Luv.'uuum services, or nsur

the profession. The OeAV als
aml operates o vast netwod of mountain
hauts that provide vital refuse wed support
for hilers n.ndd:mbus in the Alps. Or the

. Location: Summitcamp of Kang¥atze 1 peak in Ladakh. soi B ewsier

Buropeun C Tourism
Safety Guidelines, sn imitintive to hae-
monise safety standands seres the B

anie e
outdoor nsumnee This luadslo st res-
cue operstions falling upon the nmed
forees or the date dissster menagement
authorities, who huve lmited infrastruc-
fure and resurees to spare, Using fiscal
mcentives like tax credits, subeidies o

India’ appeoseh. which & acielemting
Mm the murmfaeturng st
ity isanith
m[n'l While: p:vutnunt'nts and apemtoes
‘Thimaea ol toplay in establishing stong safts
ty meazims, the onus ako falls on cone
surmers bo b informed and pregared Sockal
medin's curmted portriyal of adventure
As we can see fom all these fatafities on
Maount Everest no amaunt of money or
Sherpas aresufficintto safeguord ome’s Hife
i the sheeneeafadecuate physical preposse
thon, ind ddherence 10 salfely Sandards.
While o trip o few yenrs baek o climbs
Sok Kangri, one of the most popukar
trekiing peaks in Ladakh standing i lite
o 5100 metrea, Twas nppalled to find ot
that becmize of human waete, one could not
drink witer from the stmans Sowings slong
the comips, fareing one bo buy plastic miner
il water bottles. This went apainst the entirm
parpos of geing outdoors, biEng oble to
ooy nuture in all its purity. Thut onecould
al=n buy o bottle of beer for o elatively
meagly sum of $300 ot the bese coampin the
tmddle of nencte wmsanother mither. Tt
o ey, sl tredddeing setivity i complotely
tannad in the mgion, plagued by umtor
ity and unmemageable waste, A duasic
example of why nit tospod the wall om
which you drink
Ve do not need any nwne Sahastm Talsor
Stok Ean pris, This requires stron g palicies
and mgulations by the government, ambi
tion pnd profiessionalism fom the industry.
and regponsible behuviour by the cone
aumer, Risk i an inherent part of adven:
ture, bk so can be sk preparsdness.
— Thee wwiler Lea elima le erperd
und ouidoor enthusios




