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Targeting poverty

Govt must revamp social-safety programmes

arious estimates in recent years have indicated a significant decline

in the level of poverty in India. The outcome would improve further if

households falling into poverty were saved. In this regard, a new

research paper published by the National Council of Applied Economic
Research has drawn attention to redesigning the social-safety nets for citizens.
Titled “Rethinking Social Safety Nets in a Changing Society”, the paper notes a
substantial decline in poverty levels from 21.2 per cent in 2011-12 to 8.5 per cent
in 2022-24, based on the Tendulkar method. Drawing on the nationwide panel
data from the three waves of the India Human Development Survey — 2004-05,
2011-12, and 2022-24 — the paper notes that of the 8.5 per cent of individuals
identified as poor in 2022-24, 3.2 per cent have remained persistently impover-
ished since 2011-12, while 5.3 per cent have newly fallen into poverty.

The study highlights a decline in chronic poverty and the increasing preva-
lence of transient poverty — where households oscillate in and out of poverty
over time. It categorises households that frequently experience such fluctuations
as “vulnerable”, situating them between the poverty line and up to 200 per cent
above the poverty line. Several academic studies have provided empirical evidence
identifying a range of factors that elevate the likelihood of vulnerability. For
instance, having a large number of chlldren or dependent individuals thm a
household, or the condition of i ly increases the i
of vulnerability. Moreover, external shocks such as natural disasters, the death
or illness of the primary breadwinner, and shifts in occupation-specific oppor-
tunities can push households into poverty at any given time. Further, it has been
observed that households belonging to socially and economically disadvantaged
groups, such as Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, or minority communities,
face a markedly higher risk of vulnerability.

The research highlights the dynamic nature of poverty and emphasises the
imperfections in the current system of targeting social-security measures. The
existing system of targeting based on below-poverty-line (BPL) indicators has
inherent limitations that hinder its effectiveness. First, there is significant debate
regarding the poverty line itself. Critics contend that the poverty line is defined
at an arbitrarily low threshold, which only ensures bare subsistence. Although
the recent release of the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey numbers
may address some aspects of this debate, it remains to be seen if it resolves the
underlying issue. Secondly, given the dynamic nature of poverty, particularly
among vulnerable groups, not having timely data affects outcomes.

Infrequent surveys fail to capture the real-time shifts and changes in the eco-
nomic conditions of households, thereby rendering the targeting mechanism insuf-
ficient in addressing the evolving landscape of poverty. Additionally, vanous
benefits are associated with holding a BPL card, of whether the i
is truly poor, vulnerable, or relatively affluent, highlighting the systemic flaws and
potential misallocation of resources in the current targeting system. India needs
better systems to address the needs of vulnerable populations. This may require
redesigning social-safety nets to be more inclusive. Steps should include gathering
panel dataon developin, 1sive monitoring strategies,
and integrating risk insurance carefully. Flexibility in programme design can
improve underperforming initiatives while creating employment opportunities
remains essential. Evolving social-safety nets to match changing economic dynam-
ics s crucial for India’s pursuit of equitable and balanced development.

Nato’s China syndrome

From being a distant threat, Beijing takes centre stage

hree issues were expected to dominate the 75th anniversary summit of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (Nato) in Washington. They
were US President Joe Biden’s health, the war in Ukraine, and the Israel-
Hamas conflict. But it was China that ended up dominating proceedings.
This was reflected in the final communique with its unprecedented mention of
China. The text approved by all 32 Nato members described China as a “decisive
enabler” of Russia’s war against Ukraine, urged Beijing to “cease” all material and
political support to Russia’s military, and highlighted concern about China’s
nuclear arsenal and offensive capabilities in space. The short point about this
explicit language — a departure from bland references to the country in a 2019
statement — is that Nato has signalled a significant intensification of its commit-
ment to Ukraine. As the summit began, the first batch of US-built F16 “Fighting
Falcon” fighter jets was transferred to Ukraine from Denmark and the Netherlands,
and is expected to be in action later this summer — a major boost for Kyiv's
abilities to stave off successful Russian aerial attacks in recent months. US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken spoke of a “clear and strong bridge for Ukraine’s Nato
membership”. But this outcome is contingent on the cessation of hostilities first.
Behind the gala dinners curated by star chefs and banquets hosted by royals,
Nato members are acutely aware that the future of the alliance (and Ukraine) is crit-
ically dependent on aknown unknown: The outcome of the US presidential election
in November. Ever since his fumbling performance in the first presidential debate
last month, Mr Biden’s fitness for office has become an urgent concern. It is unclear
ifhis ability to read hi: it speech froma ithout too many stum-
bles reassured his Nato allies; he does not appear to have allayed concern in his own
party. Should Mr Biden ct ier on with hi ign, he will likely strength:
en the chances of his Republican rival, Donald Trump, making it to the White House.
In his first term, Mr Trump had criticised, not without justification, Nato allies’
unwillingness to bear their share of expenditure. Though that asymmetry has
changed since, with most member-nations exceeding or meeting their obligations
tospend 2 per cent of gross domestic product on the alliance, Mr Trump’s close ties
with Mr Putin could add an unpredictable element to the Nato-Ukraine dynamic.
Beijing’s own response to the Nato declaration is to describe the statement as
“obvious lies and smears” and insist that trade flows between Russian and China
did not target any third party. But the explicit language of the declaration has
overtly reshaped the Russia-Ukraine war as a proxy Nato-China conflict. This takes
place at a time when Nato members Hungary and Turkey maintain cordial ties
with Moscow. So far, China’s aid to Russia has been deep but just short of supplying
weapons. But the Chinese military is now on Nato member Poland’s borders, con-
ducting joint military drills with Moscow’s ally Belarus. Such joint drills have been
held before, but this is the first exercise since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022. How Nato handles the new paradigm of the conflict at a time of a
critical leadership transition will be the toughest test of its unity and resilience yet.

Banking sector
continuestoconfound

It has shown remarkable resilience in the post-pandemicyears
despite challenges and warnings about instability

performance in 2023-24, revealed in the Financial
Stability Report (FSR) of June 2024, is as much
of a pleasant surprise as its turnaround in the pre-

India’s banking sector continues to astonish. Its

ceding years.
The sector entered the first year Of the Covid-19
ic, 2020-21, with a non-perfc (NPA)

level of 8.5 per cent of advances. Analysts warned that
the improvement seen in the previous two years was
in jeopardy. The chances were that
NPAs would shoot up instead of
declining. Vast amounts would again
be needed to recapitalise public sector
banks (PSBs).

Later, as the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) announced various
restructuring schemes, we were
‘warned of the perils of “kicking the
can down the road”. If you don’t
recognise NPAs now, be prepared
for higher NPAs to show up later,
analysts said. It was better, they
argued, to “bite the bullet” now.

They were proved wrong. Out-
of-the-box thinking enabled the RBI
to nudge the banking sector back to
normalcy in the post-pandemic years despite the
‘Ukraine shock and the shocks emanating from bank-
ing instability in the US and Europe. By 2022-23,
NPAs had fallen to 39 per cent.

Fair enough, the analysts said. However, sustain-
ing the secular improvement in financial indicators
of the previous years would be difficult in 2023-24.
Banks would face a liquidity crunch, with deposits
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failing to keep pace with growth in loans. The net
interest margin would be squeezed and asset quality
would suffer from the rapid build-up of loans.
Returns were bound to fall.

‘Wrong again, it turns out. Yes, banks’ liquidity
at the margin was indeed stretched — the incre-
mental credit-deposit ratio for all scheduled com-
mercial banks was over 100 per cent, as the FSR
points out. For private banks, the incremental cred-
it-deposit ratio was nearly 120 per
cent. But banks seem to have had
nodifficulty in passing on the higher
costs of deposits to their borrowers.
The net interest margin (NIM) fell
by only 1 basis point relative to the
previous year (3.6 per cent compared
to 3.7 per cent).

How did banks manage to main-
tain NIM in the face of rising deposit
rates? Well, they did so by maintain-
ing a high rate of growth in high-
yielding retail products, such as
credit cards, personal loans, loans
against property, and auto loans.
The growth rate in these products
in the past two years is a good 7 to
14 percentage points above aggregate loan growth
rate of 154 per cent and 16.3 per cent in the years
2022-23 and 2023-24, respectively.

In what was predicted to be a challenging year
for banks, the return on assets for banks as a whole
increased from 1.1 per cent to 1.3 per cent. Apart
from NIM staying high, several factors contributed
to the improvement: A higher rate of loan growth,

Under the hood

he post-Covid macroeconomic fundamentals
of the Indian economy are sound Since

ment has been very small, and largely due to
increased caplLal spending by the states.
C

financial year (FY) 202: -
uct (GDP) growth has averaged 7.2 per cent.
Consumer price inflation has oscillated between 5
and 6 per cent. The current account deficit is
extremely comfortable, averaging between 1 and 2
per cent of GDP. The general government fiscal
deficit is also under control at around 9 per cent of
GDP in FY23, down from 13 per cent in FY21, and is
expected to fall further this fiscal year. Tax revenue
targets, though modest, are being met comfortably.
Gross capital formation at 33 per cent of GDP and
gross saving at around 31 per cent
of GDP are adequate to support an
average growth rate of 7 per cent.
Looking at the performance of
the Indian economy as one would
look at the performance of an auto-
mobile while seated in it, things
appear to be going smoothly.
However, under the hood, there are
issues that merit close attention
Private final consumption
expenditure is growing slower man

GDP, indicating a RATHIN ROY

increases when people earn money,
forwhich they need to have paying jobs. Government
claims that 47 million jobs were added in FY24. But
‘most of these are in unpaid or low-paid self-employed
work, and in agriculture. These are less “jobs” than
low-paid activities. The contemporary Indian econ-
omy is one where:

® 45 per cent of the labour force works in agriculture.
® The share of manufacturing in GDP has fallen to
13 per cent.

® 800 million people need subsidised food.

® Over 100 million people between
the ages of 18 and 35 are neither in
education nor actively looking for
employment.

Such an economy can support
neither increased household con-
sumption, nor saving. Household
financial savings are at a recent low
of 5.2 per cent of GDP, while house-
hold debt has risen to a peak of 40
per cent of GDP. Much of this is con-
sumption debt.

India confronts stark regional

aggregate demand. This could be

due toan increase in investment, but private invest-
ment has been declining as a share of GDP, a trend
observed since FY12 but now exacerbating. In FY24,
fresh investments announced by the domestic pri-
vate sector have fallen by 15 per cent; foreign invest-
ment in fixed capital formation has also declined.
Historically, when growth rates rise, private con-

imbalances in economic perfor-
mance. The majority of the population lives in the
North and East, with least developed country (LDC)
levels of per capita income and human development.
Most growth and prosperity is concentrated in the
South and West, where a minority of the population
lives. The opposite is true in other large countries like
the US, Japan, and China, where a minority lives in

sumption growth picks up, as new i re-
ate jobs and earnings are lifted by increases in
growth. But this is not happening.

Central government budgelary increases in cap-
ital have largely for declines
in investments by public enterprises. The positive
effect of government investment on overall invest-

poor regis the majority in rich regions. Hence,
simple fixes like fiscal transfers, which work in these
countries, do not work in India, except as palliatives.

Above the hood, alook at how growth is distribut-
ed between different factors of production provides
a dashboard warning. The overall wage share is
declining, and real rural wages are falling, as is
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lower provisions, higher trading income, and higher
fee income. The return on assets for PSBs is 0.9 per
cent, pretty close to the figure of 1 per cent that is
something of an international benchmark. We seem
to be getting back to banking’s heady days of the
early 2000s.

Privatisation of PSBs, promised in successive
budgets of the past, has been on hold. The privati-
sation of IDBI Bank, which was initiated in 2018, is
yet to be completed. At a return on assets of 1 per
cent, PSBs can generate enough capital through
internal surpluses and from the market to sustain
themselves. They will not pose large demands on
the exchequer. The return to health of PSBs means
that privatisation will likely lose its impetus.

Banks have increased the share of retail and ser-
vice sectors in total credit over the last two decades.
Sustained growth in these sectors has so far not told
on asset quality. Gross NPAs in retail loans declined
from a high of 2.1 per cent in June 2022 to 1.2 per
cent in March 2024. Unsecured retail lending has
long been seen as a vulnerable area in retail loans.
However, asset quality of unsecured retail lending
too is showing improvement, with gross NPA ratio
at 1.5 per cent, compared to 1.6 per cent a year ago.

It’s almost as if, after the infrastructure imbroglio
of the early 2000s, banks can’t put a foot wrong now.
‘Tighter regulation and supervision, an improvement
in risk management at the bank level and better
selection of leaders at PSBs through the Financial
Services Institutions Bureau have all contributed to
the improvement.

Can Indian banking keep going the way it has in
the past few years? On the face of it, there seems to
be little reason why it can’t. Banking is a play on the
economy. The Indian economy looks set to grow at
around 6.5 per cent over the long term. The FSR
thinks credit growth of 16-18 per cent can happen
without seriously impacting asset quality.

At the same time, competition for deposits will
remain intense. Net financial saving, the FSR notes,
has declined to 5.3 per cent of GDP during 2022-23
from an average of 8 per cent during 2013-2022. The
RBI Annual Report shows that the share of deposits
in gross financial savings has declined from a peak of
6.3 per cent in 2016-17 to 4 per cent in 2022-23.

‘The crucial question, then, is whether retail loans
can continue to drive bank revenues and profits as
they have in the recent past. The FSR sounds a note
of caution. It points out that household debt to GDP
at 40 per cent in India is below that in emerging
markets. However, in relation to GDP per capita, it
is quite high. Nevertheless, the record of the past
five years suggests that we are still some distance
away from the point where banks’ focus on retail
loans may turn counterproductive.

Many have commented on the remarkable
resilience the Indian economy has displayed in the
post-Covid years in the face of lacklustre global
growth. The banking sector’s s(ablh[y isakey factor
underpinning that resilience. Our banking sector
model drew scathing criticism from several quarters
in the post-reform era. Its remarkable success in
recent years should silence critics.

ttrammohan28@gmail.com

demand for investment credit. Hence returns to
labour are low, as are returns to debt capital.
However, the stock market is booming, as are asset
valuations, hence returns to equity are high. This is
leading to an unprecedented boom in demand for
luxury and “high-end” consumption of expensive
imported products, from scotch whisky to business
class travel to destination weddings.

This is not a new story in the history of develop-
ment. Itis, in fact, the default. From the Philippines
to Thailand, from Egypt to Brazil, countries have
experienced “prosperity failure” — a trap of their
own making from which exit is near impossible.
Even as they exited LDC levels, there was no diffu-
sion of prosperity to the general populace. All the
problems of poor countries — poverty, malnutrition,
poor education, ill health, third-rate housing, diffi-
cult public transport, poor sanitation — persisted,
even as the rich enjoy globally opulent lifestyles.

These are failed economies, in contrast to the
handful —Ireland, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
China — where universal access to basic needs and
prosperityt ilable to all as th ries
grew richer. The failed economies exhibited the same
“under the hood” characteristics that now mark the
Indian economy. The successful ones did not.

India has only recently become a middle-income
country. My hope has always been that India will
join the minority of nations that will secure a suc-
cessful development transformation. But looking
under the hood, I'see India on the terrible, but com-
monplace, road to prosperity failure.

‘There is still scope to remedy these matters, but
this will require structural change. The Budget, I
understand, will spell out a road map for develop-
ment up to 2047, I fervently hope this road map will
look under the hood to fix the very serious problems
that beset India’s development transformation.

Thewriter is distinguished professor, Kautilya Schoolof
"Public Policy, and visiting senior fellow, ODI, London

Al and tech colonialism

BOOK REVIEW

DEVANGSHU DATTA

veryone who's reading this has
E had some degree of engagement

withartificial intelligence or Al
evenifthey don’t know it. Apart from
theintegration of ChatGPT and other
large language models into all sorts of
applications, we've gotten used to
Alexa, Google and Siri. We use Uber,
play Al-run games and use neural net
trading programs. You may also have
been offered a credit card or a personal
loanby All

Thebook’s focus is the impact Al has

oneveryday life as it rapidly becomes
partof normal existence. Aluses the

almost magical, ways often toour
benefit, but also often not. Thisis
ultimately about people — though the
‘booklooks at them through the lens of
data— and the influence Al crunching
thatdatahason theirlives. The techis
dealtwithin that context.

findsridiculous oroutright harmful
correlations. Forexample, analgonrhm
tasked tosift i

There’salotof: newma[enal m(ed here focusonthe and while regimes use facial
across vari a itstonei: pessimistic, itis not recognition as atool for targeting
frominterviews with affected people alldoom and gloom. activists — India’s farmer agitation
Theauthormetgig orkers, e planis designed to comesup in this context.

healthcare professionals, teenagersand
activists, including many from

pneumoniaand Covid-19sorted only on
thebasisof age dif

endofthe Altechvalue-chainin places
uchasNigeria,

‘That “blackbox” quality makes Ala
very dangeroustool whenitcomesto

Theadvent of AT new
stagein “tech colonialism”. Cheap
labour in the Third World does the
scutwork of labellingand annotating
data, while large tech companies
runningthealgorithms generate
‘massive profits. One of Madhumita
Murgia’s points of reference, for
example, is the Nigerian firm that does
data-annotation for OpenAland how its
workersare treated.

Alisn'tgreatat
howit:

Bulgaria, Kenyaand
China. Non-technical

pruvlde a broad spectrum of narratives
as headingslike “Your Livelihood”,
“Your Body.” “Your Health,” and “Your
Freedom,” would indicate. While
regulanon is

The exploration of “surveillance
capitalism”, “data colonialism” and the
labour dynamics within the AI/IT
industry as well as its enormous and
growing impact on macro-labour

alongwith
pathwaysto

areallimportant themes.
Other worryingaspects that Ms Murgia

writingabout Alandits

Anotherofthecited isthatof
ProKid, analgorithmic profiling
software, used by the Dutch policeto
predict “propensity tocommitcrime”
based on data from previous contacts
‘with the police, relationships

optimistictothe
apocalyptic. Yes, AT
couldtriggeranuclear
holocaust, orenable
enocide, i

and “rolesaswitness or victim.” This
flagged hundreds of innocent
'youngsters. Teenaged girls from low-

onmonstrousscales,as
ithasin Gaza, orin the Xinjiang Region of
China, whereithas beenweaponlsed

Publisher:Picador
Pages: 336
Price: 699

the
presentation of the
viewpoints of
“victims”isalso
offeredina
personalised way.

The “anecdata”is

importantinthatit
canevoke empathy in
away the datadoes not. Interviews with
Uber drivers, doctors, researchers,

Oneofthe strengths a.nd
of Alisthatit

Albelieved they

don’t understand Thiscanresultin

wereatriskof pregnancy. Youngboysof

colourand immigrantsaretreated as
crimi Alprofiling. Similarly, given

dataweallspewout, in

Al figures
outint protein-
folding, or magnetic credit: d:
fields in nuclear fusion reactors. Itcan li isti
also ies, where A

scholasticdata, AT

against the Uyghur Trmav

mothers give us nuanced

lotof
climate change and healthcare.

Butthe daily impacts of Al are more
mundane thananuclear holocaust.
Take the tectonic shifts it may cause in

patterns, forinstance.

to

gender, raceand caste inequalities.

Thisbook does readers aserviceby its

narrati the harms Alcan
cause. Women have had their lives
destroyed by pornographic deep fakes.
Gigworkers, delivery drivers, and
similar platform workers are cheated at
worst and, at best, underpaid.
Repressive regimes and wannabe

he feedbackloops
where Al could strengthen existing
biases and the force multiplier it
provides for police states.

Thad mixed feelings about the
epilogue. It reiterates many of the
earlier points at what seems like
excessive length. Butit does also put
down some important questions
readers need to ponder. This bookisn’t
balanced inthe sense that it focuses
‘much more on mundane, potential
harms than on all the potential benefits.
But we do need tothinkabout the
possibility that the harms arising from
Aldeployment may outweigh the
benefits. This is well-researched and
well-writtenand itdeservestobe
essential reading.
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Two Can Work Better
Than Four-Wheelers

Bajaj's CNG bike may be the pragmatic way
India is aking an untrod path to energy transition for its
wvehicles. And it may just work out swell. The lack of batte-
ry-changlig Infrastructure makes for a roundabout route
o low embssion makers inthi 'y b
adepted a hybrdd su]uuun cars that can run on petrol as
well as compreased natiural gas (CNGY, which lowers ope-
rational costs and bumps up sales, Fittinga CNG tank toa
petril motor doasn™teost much extea, and iniles in parts of
e xstimtry roaguilg taxs o Fin on e combined fuel ba-
v il 105 200d Dusiness for soimne altomobibe makers
Muost Japanese carmakers no Tonger offer diesel englnes
after rules strangled demand in polhated [ndian eities

Homegrawn motoreyels maker Bajaj has taken thislo-
gie further with the launch of the world's first CNG mo-
toeyele, Freodom 125 Bajaj has extensive sxparienos in
producing CNG autorickshawsand i testing the morket
in pergomal mobility, like the Japane-
sa earmakers. Both fare challenges
over fuel supply CHNG-Alling stations
are few. However, the numbers are
H streots abead of charging stations for
g EVs I the experiment by Bajal.
Known for its innovative approach to
parsonal mohility, works. it would ha-
vecreated 8 market segrment.

Yies, the risk is these innovations could delay India’s
switch 1o E Vs, Already, hybrid ears with engines and mo-
tors that recharge on the o have become the go-to sig-
ment for badget and environment-conscious huyers
This is aided by tariff protection to domestic electric
cars on fears of dumping by Chinese EV miakers. India
has to take enormons strides in BV production before it
becomes a mass market. T then, antomobile compani
B8 will have to tinker with their product portfolios 1 of-
fer interim solutions, Argaments that imporied nawural
Eas is more efficient than imported crude oil ore diver-
siomary, They draw attention away from the goal of ener-
&Y transition to renewable sources, That meansa count:
rywhde network of charging stations dispensing electrl
city generated from solar energy

Women’s Right Over
‘Rights’ of Customs

ASug v onicled the lack of
clarity that Tas provaiod for finr decades on the rigdhts of e
gally divoreed Muslimwomen. Thoapes coart nsserted thatany
diser imination in mattersof alimony underthecountry’s secu-
Lo Jovws g {nst s d e
nlliy This 1s a moch needed. most weleome clarifearion. The
cotird riled thid all Muslim wodien — duding thos: who hive
e illegally divoreed by the pronemesmend of triple talag. o
eognisablo offence under the Muslim Women (Protaction of
Rights on Marriage) Crdinance 286 — e eniitled to seek ma-
imtenance fiom iheir husband sas per Section 1256 the CriPC.
Theseparate i concurring judgments inMohd Al Sam
ad % The State of Telangann give firmer
to the 2019 order by Justice Ah
sunuddin Amanullah of the Pama High
Court, which stated that a divareed Mus-
Timwomaan could not bedebarred from se-
eking maintensinee uner Section 125
Botharders undert ine that religion-neut
U Yol v saionis OF e i rissel oerrale
persamilar religiong laws. Notdoing 2o vielstes Article 1501
which prevents the state from discriminating on the grounds
of relipion, race, caste, s or place of hirth, and allowsa per-
aon's identity as o oltizen to take precedence over primondla!
febenriEles. The tog court's ruking tas iesplleations for Artlele
44, which says that the state shall endeavgur bo secie i unl
fourm eivil code ‘throstghout fhe territory of Indin’,
Whileboth orders vindicate the strugses of Shah Bann, they
n ill not beenough. Other supporting structures, such as imp-
taw, thmely begal hel | 1 social sup-

Court orderon

port, will be necessary i the court arders are (o deliver (helr
imtended impuct efectively
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India's LFPR is rising, but there's a mismatch between workforce skills and job market demands

Mind the Gap, Then Fix It

| A Kapoor |

woomt liscusskons an empl-
yment generation o beon
l spairiord by Citigroup India's
l pecel report, Enplovanent

In Initis, which ssys the
unry miay face challenges in ereating
[Lis foh eppormnithes despie is

7% GOP growhrate

Avrurding to the latisd Periodic L
bomir Foree Survey (PLES) nnd RRl's
FLLEMS st Il B cawated over 80 1nu
Jo(b. e, V-1 il -2 vera-
v thyan 20 pew johs per -
ur I.'Fh 'In thesa fiyarns highlight -
gress, o broader narrative demo
entie Tnia's strches towanisacie:
wing STHG & which emphasiaes. decent
el anid ecobommle growtl. Sevaral
enitiezrtoms for Geoal 8 ans showing peo-
mistngtrends.

Unempayvmint raie his been sim-
lily erensing tond B nearig the tar
prtof ¥y
» labour force pEricipeton e
AL l-l'lt-:.u:matsl ﬁ'--mw—nulllu
bﬂﬂln[ mmlluﬁla"vh

Howrwmrasta ngrrulvmmmnm
conditions laws @ psaaoed under.
staniting of Tww Irelis is achieving itd
smployaisent anid LEPI targeds. T an

Cemanding a guanicy suppy

ez Nugtkate, Artmachal Pradesh,
Sikilsn Jivarkhand, Kerala, Guieal,

tegreianof dipiomannlertifioeho
e i el workS e i thes sug

integration of diplama and
certificate hobders in the rurzl
WORKTOPOE, SUSEESLING that
targeted skill development
atives will be crucial

West Bengal, Meglalaya, Bilsar and

zalirssi bri sl LTS s Dhrazare |
Din. i Bad Iz Hawvml:

WWW ECONOMICTIMES, COM

THE SPEAKING TREE

Weare
Infinitaires

ARVAROW

‘Yo relberve huspminesss s it
wnrld. i 5o, anobiect should v
the same quannmof ppimess
Nl This Bseit s A cigaretie:
Eives Imimense pletsure o one.
oo dnd LntensedBpheasine
nanoler IS huppiness n fhe
midind sl not in the object'™ Are

wichesh g all var lves
5 ¥ 2

L4 'ikl!llnrl 2 Arumachl 1"rnsk‘41
Hagalnr

iz, M

auyues# & gruming of

The Blusgwand Gita sives e for
mails furhappiness. Happiness
= Ko oif s brws fulfilbed o, of
desires hnrbourad. Toenhanes
oy happless, you try to B
sty Asyoufulfil

urirhers in
l-'nwm' Tundy Toveur pmmhgm in
Skl Levels 3 nnd & Bighlighn the
u=| 1t rreed o |\-ﬁ|k- i skl!.l dm.-)n.

Uttarakchand, 1 Pand Puducherry e
apenrheaded this oo, wth sch wit-
nwesmE O thanadt, rise in LEFR,
® I comirast. LFPH fr graclistes i
oresesnd from SN BAS
iz with PGoeprecandawve, I
% 10 U6 %. Notabilyondy 1L stal
Etals

-
25

£ (et
nittatmes could be cructal in andock-
g Eneh

m harwper mumwmmtmnﬁand
nch

wl,

Indlia’s labour market yresents o
complog. puzzl. ae roveeded by tho -
tese PLEFS data for U221, While LFPR
i contlnes to grow, distribetion of

the s -

in the P extegnny have ewreeded this
max.m! prowth e

Balaness Ihemwmlnn:mﬁm
mlmnkn in lower sioill loels, with

ravelit
islar anilysis of I’I,I-bdstn.wwmll\z
WA 25 Thesppmach dissects
LFPRaansducatiwal attainmont and

uull.
R da e Inpes g 15
abewe (Llsial Seatus sh

Iy, 3 1

s heveds o i

Chssification if Onugations.

Irtta's LE¥B o those aged i and aho-
v s soan an ogetiels. This trond, see
nerveess fhe murn-arban devids, ts enpt-
1l tharsh the'Usial Statiis” metric
I halisthe nnmm erenimgResing oth

diploms/ertificats eo-
wree’ holders. This

rn-lmel I‘I'II.'A nwuak a
h

usual

Al ol mlvlh of apersan
Thisdats seils the nuanoes inter-
botween educationul atiinment

B Tho mest totable incrose hos boon
bt e et ety esilegiry, wiEh L PR
risirg Feom 47 5% In SN T8 DA T In

\ltdmﬂl‘ﬂanﬂ Te
g thiis wane. Ari

nochial Pradish, Sik

im an Tripura homt
CAGRabove13%,

lyght the increasirsin-

" af
|L. Lewul 1

While LFPR continues
grow, 202223 PLFS data
These figres hiph- FEVESIS 3 SLark Concentration
i lawar skill levels

oy #I.I.Iodl.uul.;mh
tantinl A, uidler
SKAL Larved 2 b skl
b, 1o pontrast, only
2, fill under Skl
Lamowl % aned 8.50% -
der Slill Loved 4, bath
representing  Wighly
skilladcategories This
sribiarion indicatas

i Esbour market.
The statelevel wmy

10 fysis further dlomim

e el comypleity

B SkiIE Lewel | Andh-

va Praclish, Tamkl No-

<.y sy inadkd
oy i hapginess shrinks.

So, gk fcusto the denoming.
fuc i down the desires, and
yonrhappiness nervasosenpo
entially Nething in the workd
impacts your heappiness, But the
worlil is spog with et and
i vt s waan e Dh
oA sknks knto e quicksand of
ﬂo-ﬂm'm it foe b

iz

sinryhont b ereation, it
challenges. Tograsp the intricacics of
Inclia's huboear kincdseage, e need 6o
expened our analytical scope hepond
copnertoal mesrics e ey
mentrasand LITR

A TIOH COMpRENnSe: Bpproach.
gttty one fat incorponises -
demomplyment ILII:| in ﬁlnull PL P‘i
ieraitions, would

s does ot ga iy Fe
oz It s ot vl When ikl
ets separsed from his wealthy
parens and growe upas beg
o Tt e more ams.
Hizrmly mewcis ko ho s
idlthbe. S S0k do ol nesd
abyjocte from fha workl, Yotandy

s with 8 nusnesd .ﬂlll halistic view
of ihe workioree. This multifaoeted
analysis i eririal fie

tive strtogies that align with tho oo
untry"s viston for 39T, Estering sustn
inzible growth, egitiablo wlxpl:l'ill.
b enhancing e qualityal o s
citteene

Fgwas- iardai: st S Uosgradilinness
Faputs iy Shies Zuteh

Y = BellCurves « i prasad
ChalGeT Rising Millionaires Count
SHAIRi n2023,millorsires  Number of USD millionaires
OF THE DAY Mok Top 15
T——— popoiation,
fubbeindt i Acxonding to 3 report
W waas tolid if wats f
Hine don o, B
St deowrs, ey il crid, \f
Bt foe e replie, 1 h o
——
. it = e _‘ = [ I'm stuck in the market
—_— .' [ g with some dud stocks. Can
/ Z|| you use your influence to
= 3 help me get out?
- Fi
— Al

Wee e not justmdllionaies, we
e ‘infinxitadres”, lenocant of our
mealwICth, we goo: s hegreTs
awking forpaliny, petty things
Gitdn lnowledge, and your life
will tensdrmm

Chat Room I

Fixing Depositsas
TheSavingsGrace

Apropos ‘Make Deposits Groog
gy by

teesh Tankha amd

Gangu (dul i), what had
v stability and streagth o
ourecunoay Ulla while ago s
that avoumd 65% of thenation's
serings came from tho housshold
soctor, These bave long carried
ratesof petirnhal haruly oo
el inflation, totben eat into dis
persaille ncotne. The sovingsal
il seorporie panil povern-
a2 sectors A nadisquatito
et thecoumiry’s ivestment
neods, There isadis tion

e stress o atiract external
oy ow, The mudivaunted
FIOEand PP would equal just 3%

o b hrincy

e the sanipuktion prone Liloe:

Pancl's Invtegrity
e

Prernlties signadic
=0

wei

Walking in

sight anderforeement mechanisms to
hrter flatuve aipailaton stten

tocurbhessurethicnl practices. These
e i

¥
amd ancomntabil ity Themegilatory e

apewok s Jabd down provishons uoder
acodeal conduct foe AMCs, and fund
managersanddealers(FMD), who are

e
® Tech mond

Arading pacterr

nte
St Musual Pund i siespecied
frotil-unnineg, & Desal practice where
B mansgess pace ther o onders
Befiore-exeouting ke trades o profl
frou the:anticlpuiad prics moveimnt.

ol btasiresss actiyities or profissional
misoilac.

“Fo lnstiubea rofust risk-mitigation
mechsanism, ME mrmkrummmm
& Etabiltshingastrucl

RHARAYANAN
Ttinan i fiact thet hanks.
v Rl heecdiss of depaal

s o gramted ani Tave ey
e ing o erectit growth as the
wongine for hgher revornes aod
margie. Hence, the deposiis hoso
T shrunk since the investoes
withhigher cisk apmediivare apt
inzzfar greener pestures, Tanks

L i " Y e ey s
| ¥ S
will ber strong deterrent. Encorraging .’\‘f.’“ r&’m ns ¥
amllwm:unu internal whistleblowers  Lifeistoo short for vmiking drpasitors &s
hattrnctiv moentive mechani im okl wornout shoes, But the et com
mum\dn.lmqmlmmnr I there’s servaniive proup
iy ksl s — Uy walklng 1 larpetira sl
Aland ML hneen- e enebers, [Faadelight- atl asmstured] re-
lsancedregulalors” sbillty iuumu.duz Dl el oF mintlecbpestions, ll turis Ineddbii
L adashal % o thebanking
H)esel_\obcunakujdmur\ m«rcsL.L— masochism. S0CioT E eriEt
i masof front-run Plcturts this: youve fusst us. thecredid gronth pattern that.
ninngg, sach as trading in highly corelat o your i of Daleed isncnw scaling new heights. It i
e securities thal wraditional surveillse-  Gabibesnia W51 seealers (pict, ety rerogise e stk naar-
e RyEerms miEht miss. Themesh ippes: as trenthable ket realities and comgete wiih

i

T vsErmge prined-
wekstmeit Fraumessords. This multilaomsd

St i e pcy

al frme

anm.ut% beregulasty nprhn-d toadapt tn

il abuse, x-mzuuwrumm—x .
ST 1 00e i Imces » Enhane 1w an
tivesand infiermad i e yuf AMC i Brglemment-

winkeh ran e ioabuses, Consequently,
the Inddustry b sahject o sxtensie
rogularion.

The interdm order prissee by Sebi in

Irsg andl orerseving Eis instiutical
mechanism

I Fustoring transpanmoy through s

whistlebimer priicy

The vt catgesol Liethial betiiour

wllk'nt irversielyt Coimin Ete

s asy et rhes. A mak-
agpronch s necessary o adaress

practices. Herean

s i i e Axls M ksl e
perilsaf it e ymmﬂwh:ﬂe ¢ 4
o desa clear pletineal he mis-
m!nwanhmmi h:duat-y ol concerned uncles and auntis alignimentof ol oty
T ! orpin- The chief dealeraf |I|Lr‘.|mu.|11m|r||l
tes ¢e, o to ph s nsier ke it
e W sty bt s ol e of
the ME Hupﬂnuu'l ke positias
mmmmmemm somealready havoente vmnuunn—d:ﬂ oo afer jlacingthe
road it — wlh the “immediney Heh' Randwired in them, This ‘anler
o I coerit: 'I‘deﬂnelnaﬂlnvrawﬂrwﬂa:mﬂ
74 simflir  partinlaity
mw Tight oo ir benechmarns
upe. umm-ub‘..lwwu] e ko
'I'hlzll mnpmb Hﬁ-wm‘k balanes’ whom Fi ingt snel Lihar 1o
i Hur °t e chsech el Hﬂqlnllulrb—ndulmmhnwrmm
Ay Lt i Lanclon
wmms‘mm attheendof eachday of the Fullicm Markes Assecksion (LEMA),
expaT- ol i h foimd
disd. buoss' Tulner i i
2 : Y 2 et
mﬁ? “odd’ m_;’:;:::f Tosblress1ns, I\-ﬂllmn-'.:lmylmum-

by passes any 'wise words® from undhes with gravites anda
W hrwa-week work fetish. So. look forwernd fo Consta:
Chock Gen running operations with the calm. casuil o
‘gencyof anInsta-scroller junkie. t's the ‘non-addicted Tot
‘who'l have atot of answering todo —without Hingering.

. Tranged apgmac
I LEXLA g0l fixing wansisned fon
systim based on aotual, wrilkable e
s facilsberd by tho OB Benehmark
Adrnirsistrntion (1104

¥ Scruresdovernight financing re
ISOFR),a mueeabicivebenciunan, s

- Rt kg sprsiiean Implern el @ ook
‘raling systern fou VIS Lased o perform-
anceand ALTM batalsoon thetradher-

® Hamel with Che best AMCsmn

cimark thelresetion g uality againg

ml ey tard T UL
fentily

d.l'wlnl’lﬂllln)\-\’ﬂl'l tin aicliton

Serring upan inde.

hiris
anenterBal consaUE D eV arder
it by practices and compliance wi
Tt exnention principles cou’d help.

asayoga Instructorsaffiom:
b, crodbes your foet 1ike
asuppetive e dringa
sk, Avel thee chush
rubher soles A rlwmvlusmh

Ange lp‘tll-‘tluxul-wlmmn‘mln'i s riandstyin
s the casewith thi U5 SEC: Thatfirst round is 1ike wislk.
T iitinm g 5 .MlI'IJ)Jl
wiliich provides: 133 'l Fin

ST\t rnarkets and ivessmen

darcks and complian-
o hilstory. This would give Investorsi
mere unamkigunts indation ol the

1eg, in addirion o rading

unwur;nuvuu- Thenitial
steps —ah. thedrama! Yo

fxed-peturm and Lo fands
witabi

by ki chumiee.
RAJARAD

Bengeriury
Peaceniks Must
Block Peacenix
Aprves L

Fataf Dism
Tl inh, B husitous act stands
ST E85 1 ARSI 0 i hor
v thint ressilt from abandon-
ingthefandamental principles
o punwcn e respecHor humun
Tide Towdion, with fes ichyleritage
of sl on-viclkna datlng
Back tothetmes of Bhagyan

ik, ThisApe is
g Pl L Imss”

i 1 e 1L peguafress 11l urglne - Mahavir: Gautim Buckihia and
s d-repert an thegisality of their rr;gmmu.n'lsmmk}nrh Enmoaisty articoilated by Miohan
Tk L i i ith e
At lom Auiorstsd arder o 1h-»aw wil fonnd i B il
gz systeins eoulifalsn b et oy, wmuummsew while cvexistence anel resslition of
safling a rolstprice gL S ven e ol (Spoller slert: L wil) vigUflacts Ui dislogue arsl

mearkesvoiatility Hguidicy and impact

Anditha lanes® They e like

maumal understanding withoat
s, Lat s stand 1o

» Eelueate investors Contimos odp g
etionaf tatripy VL prse. guhnln m'ndnnrrwtl:n all this
sl i, and i us
Aberee ll, MIF [Pilusiry snbetidiers i 1B e Orns — vl oye mlm.ulum el N
e verain vigiiank andproacthe n then despite thesleeplessnig hat lurman sarian privciples

Indenridy ing ancladeiress ing Mese chok
lerges temsisme thist b sacior remaing

wokiable and intearal o the francial
et landscae

Adrkcet. el S

bits, The pineament yidils, the

prevall over thechaos of war

you —are theembodiment

F Riretie sty Vi i o
jurst waalking: i e pirmsint
g g e

VIVEM CLAGHATE
Fama

Fartors st et vy e nckireseed by

eclitetiztimesatindia.cam




8  FINANCIAL EXPRESS

FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2024

Time-tested ties

India’s restrained position on the Ukrainian conflict
obviously stems from limited geopolitical options

HE RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR did cast a long shadow over Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Russia and Austria. Unfortu-

nately, the timing coincided with a Russian missile strike on a

children’s hospital in Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv,and the US-hosted
North AtlanticTreaty Organization summit inwhich the ongoingwarwas
amajor focus of the deliberations, including efforts to bolster Ukraine’s
military capabilities to safeguard its territorial sovereignty. Modi signalled
the West that he delivered a clear message to Russia’s President Vladimir
Putin that the killing of innocent children was “heart-wrenching and
painful” while forcefully underscoring that “peace talks do not succeed
amid bombs,gunsand bullets”,and no“solution to any conflict is possible
in the battlefield”. Modi reiterated this message in his meeting with Aus-
tria’s Chancellor Karl Nehammer. India continues its delicate balancing
act in not joining the chorus of western nations in condemning Russia’s
war in Ukraine while appealing for dialogue to end the conflict.

India’s restrained position on the Ukrainian conflict obviously stems from
its limited geopolitical options. If it joins the West, there is the risk of antag-
onising the time-tested, reliable relations with Russia at a time of Chinese
aggression onour northernand northeastern borders. India’s tieswith Rus-
siamaynothave thescopeand depth ofits alliance with the erstwhile Soviet
Union,but it has been 24 years since both nations signed a historic declara-
tiononast tnershipand 14y inceit levated toaspecial
and privileged strategic partnership. At the 22nd annual summit between
theleaders of both nations, theyreaffirmed their commitment to the special
and privileged strategic partnership to take forward a broad-based engage-
mentonvariousareasof cooperation including political and strategic,econ-
omy, energy, military and security, science and technology, culture, and
humanitarian cooperation. Both theleadersalsoissuedajoint statement on
the development of strategic areas of economic cooperation up to 2030.

Defence of course is a big-ticket item for bilateral cooperation as India
extensively uses Russian weaponry, but the need for closer economic coop-
eration is being felt to make bilateral trade more balanced. No event has had
more impact on the world economy than the war in Ukraine with energy
prices skyrocketing and the prospect of a full-blown food crisis. India has
benefitted enormously from importing deeply discounted Russian oil —esp-
ecially after the imposition of western sanctions — and fertilisers. Bilateral
tradehasboomed to $65 billionwithasurplus substantiallyin favourof Rus-
sia.To realise the target of $100 billion by 2030, the summit deliberations
‘wereonhowtomakeit morebalancedand the need forabilateral settlement
system using national currencies. Both countries are to work towards the
elimination of non-tariff barriers and promotion of investments. The joint
statementon iccooperational ioned connectivityinitiatives
like the north-southinternational transport corridor, the northernsearoute,
and the Chennai-Vladivostok sea line to facilitate cargo movements.

Asignificant pillar of the special and privileged strategic partnership is
energy cooperation. An important showpiece of Russia’s commitment to
helpIndiaisin nuclear power generationasit’s building the 6,000-megawatt
project at Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu, which will have six VVER-1000
nuclear reactors. Kudankulam 1 and 2 are operational,and 3 to 6 are in
progress. Delhi’s strategic engagement with Moscow thus is multifaceted
andisbound tostrengthen in the future.

It's too early for a space
race with China

INLATEJUNE, ('hm:
from ide of themoon. Itwasamajor triumph. Scientistsworldwide
areeagertouse learn the origin of the moon and Earth.

Atthe sametime,others areworried that Chinaison thewaytowinninganew
space race for the first permanent base on lhe moon. China’s mission makes it
clearthat the countrysees the ratherthanasite for purely
scientific exploration.

So far,China’s lunarambitions areyielding valuable data that’s benefitting the
international scienti ityand the US space which has plans
toland thefirstast partoft China’s early suc-
cess could spur US leaders to put more resources into lunar exploration.

China’s craft,Chang’e-6,landed equipment that drilled below the moon’s sur-
face and scooped samples from a region known as the South Pole-Aitken Basin.
The mission also puta communication satellite in the lunar orbit,which is neces-
sary to send messages back and forth to any craft on the moon’s far side.

Those who aren’t cheering this as an advance for science are speculating that
Chinamightviolate the global outer space treatyand hoard territory or resources.
At a congressional hearing last spring, Nasa administrator Bill Nelson expressed
concern that China would claim key lunar territory and exclude everyone else.

The main resource scientists knowabout on the moonis
frozen water lurking in the South Pole-Aitken Basin and
other craters nearby —which iswhy Chang’e-6 landed there.
Andnot coincidentally, the same region is also the target of
the next crewed US mission to the moon — called Artemis
— whichis supposed to happensumetlme this decade.

: Opmion

URING HIS TRIP to
Moscow from July 8-9,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hailed Russia as
India’s “all-weather
friend” and “trusted ally”. Wittingly or
unwittingly, he used the language used
by China to compliment Pakistan sev-
eral times when India accused Islam-
abad of fomenting and exporting ter-
rorism. And it is surprising that Modi
referred to Russia as an ally, given that
there are no binding military agree-
ments between India and Russia, and
Delhi always asserts its strategic auton-
omy. Add to that Russia’s threats of
nuclear strikes on North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) countries, and
‘manyin Indiaand the West might won-
derwhy Delhi is about to get closer to a
warmongering Moscow.

While the puzzles created by the pre-
mier’s language are solved, two points in
the bilateral Indo-Russian ties are clear.
First, Moscow says that 30-50 Indians
duped by Indian travel agents and seem-
inglyby the Russian authorities into trav-
elling to Russia and being forced to fight
against Ukraine will be returned to India.
Russia has politelyused the term“misled”.

Second, talks are underway for Rus-
sia to help India to manufacture spare
parts for the Russian weapons it has
used for half a century. The delivery of
those arms stalled because Russia
remains mired initsbrutal onslaught on
Ukraine since February 2022.

GEOPLITICALJIGSAW
INDIA'S NEW ATTEMPTS TO CULTIVATE RUSSIAWON'T CONTAIN CHINA, COULD SPOILTIES WITHTHE US

To Russia with love

ANITA INDER SINGH

Founding professor, Centre for Peace and Conflict
Resolution, New Delhi

the largest investor in Central Asia and
the Russian Far East, where India, for
geopolitical oreconomic reasons,wants
toadvance its interests.

Meanwhile, China happily sees
Modi's visit throwing a spanner in the
Westernworks toisolate Russia through
sanctions because of its war in Ukraine.
Russia has been working hard to show
that it has Asian friends. Chinas Presi-
dent Xi Jinping met Vladimir Putin in
Moscowin March 2023.In
June, shortly before Modi
visited Russia, nuclear-

—_—
Delhi's talk of an

his way to Moscow, Russia bombed a
children’s hospital in Kyiv, k
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Hand-holding is required for girls for two things.

One, their education. And second, their skill
development. If you empower a girl, you cannot
imagine what you are doing. That will account for
exponential, geometric growth of the society

age over Moscow,something that Delhi
cannot emulate.

Moreover,aslongas President XiJin-
ping is in charge, India-China relations
won’t improve. Xi’s politics within the
Chinese Communist Party makes him
adhere to an expansionist hard nation-
alisticline,which has parallels with Rus-
sia’s in Ukraine. So, Xi and Putin under-
stand each other pretty well.

Delhi’s talk of an FTA with the EAEU
and all ther friendship with Russia

of patients. Given Russia’s scorched-
earth campaign in Ukraine for more
than two years, the sympathy voiced by
Modi for the dead children didn’t carry
much weight.

As for persuading Putin to negotiate
for peace in Ukraine, many countries
have failed to do that and will fail again,
since Putin sees himself as a 20th cen-
tury Peter the Great. He
has equated Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine with

should notoverlook Russia's regional and
globalinterestsin havingastrongstrate-
gic partnership with a territorially revi-
sionist as well as an economically and
militarilypowerful China. Theyare united
bytheirhostility towards America’s global
primacy. China’s economy, nearing $18
trillion, presentsitwithabetterchanceof
becoming a global power than Russia or
India, whose economies are valued at
$2.02 trillion and $3.54 rillion respec-
tively. India can do nothing to change
Russia’s | ing role in the Sino-

armed North Korea and ~ FTAWith the EAEU  pyop war.

non-aligned  Vietnam  and all-weather  three centuries ago. Putin

invited him.To propagan-  friendship with ~ has thus acknowledged

dise Putin’s circle of well-  puccia should not  thathiswarin Ukraineisa

wishers, Mody’s visit was huge land grab, intended
overlook Russia's

treated by Moscow as one
froman old friend.

On the international
front, therewasnoescaping
thefallout from the Ukraine
war, as Modi’s visit coincided with the
start of the NATO summit on June 9.
Washington expressed its concern and

Atanotherlevel,India
free tradeagreement (FTA) with the Rus-
sia-led Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU), a group of some former Soviet
republics. There, it will face stiff compe-
tition from China, partly because China
already has strong trading ties with the
EAEU. With its large economic capacity
and Moscow’s consent, China is already

hoped that ji Putin
the necessity of respecting international
lawand the territorial integrity of states.
This statement came at a time when
Washington had expressed hope of
strengthening cooperation with India.
Moscow alleged that this concern was
motivated by jealousy.

At another level, even as Modi made

regional and
global interests
——

to re-establish Russia’s
17th century empire.
India’s = pragmatic
strategic concern is Rus-
sia’s “no-limits” ties with
China. But there is very little that New
Delhi can do to drive a wedge between
China and Russia. China is the bigger
economy, has openly provided diplo-
matic cover to Russia during the
Ukraine war,and has helped sustain the
Russian economy and its military-
industrial capacities through dual-use
items that can be used for both civilian
and military applications such as tech-
nology, satellites, or drones. Beijing has
therefore acquired considerable lever-

Russian tiesor theiraversion toAmerica’s
pre-eminence.

Russia is neutral on the Sino-Indian
conflict and is not “for India against
China”. It has counselled India to join
China’s Belt and Road Initiative, which
Indiaviewsasaunilateral push toadvance
China’s interests and a threat to India’s
sovereignty because it cuts across dis-
puted turfin Pakistani-occupied Kashmir.

The US, which is hoping to
strengthen cooperation in sensitive
high techwith India,will doubtless mull
over the nature of Modi’s visit to Russia.
Backhome, many Indians will be pleased
that Russia conferred its highest civilian
honour on their PM. However, that is
unlikely to bring peace to Ukraine, con-
tain China, improve Indo-American
relations orthe global standing of either
India or Russia.

Exam debate betrays future leaders

Y DEEPANSHU MOHAN
o

Professor of economics, dean, IDEAS, Office of
Interdisciplinary Studies, and director, Centre for New
Economics Studies (CNES), OP Jindal Global University

Exam paper leaks cause immense damage to the
psychological state of India’s younger generation
in pursuit of a better, more progressive future

THE NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY cum
Entrance Test (NEET) exam scandal has
emerged asan enormous breach of trust
and appears to have caused irreparable
harm to the Modi government’s social
and political contract with its citizenry,
particularlyaspiring youth.

The rhetorical pitch foran alternative
development model in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s 2014 electoral pitch,
away from cycles of corruption, adminis-
trative incompetence, and policy inertia,
was supposed to offer hope and faith
amongIndia'syoungpeoplein participat-
ing (and constructmg) India’s growth
story. It hasd

future. As the former vice chancellor of
Ashoka University and columnist Pratap
Bhanu Mehta remarked, ..Beyond the
immediate crisis, this (NEET) scandal
poses large questions for India’s democ-
racy and the governance of India’s insti-
tutions...TheIndian Republicruns ontwo
procedurallegitimating devices: Elections
and exams...In reality, both can be dis-
torted by the operations of power and
money.Butbothare,all thi

the fairest forms of procedural legitima-
tion,at least compared to any other insti-
tution in society. They are the only two
sites where fairness can at least be
Both also produce enough

Their undistilled faith, hope in being
able to contribute towards nation-build-
ing,and servinginitsbestinterestsis cred-
ibly damaged when the nation’s main
elected government — year after year —
fails to effectively ensure a corruption-
free, centralised examination system, or
stop paperleaks that havebynowbecome
a systemic norm in most states, from
Gujaratto Uttar Pradesh to Bihar.

If the civil services exam competitive
system collapses, for example, this may

Thewaterin thisregiont lyi:
amoon base. Water can also be used as a source of hydro-
gen to fuel missions aimed further out. The moon, being
smaller than Earth, exerts much less gravitational pull on
spacecraft, makingit a nice launch spot.

Butit’stoo early tostart fighting over the moon. Wesstill
don’tknowhowmuchwateris hidden near the lunarsouth
pole, said James W Head, a planetary geologist who chose the sites for the Apollo
missions and helped train the astronauts. He said he’s eager to see what analysis
of the chemistry and ages of the Chang’e-6 material will tell us.

“It’s been a real mystery,” said Head, who is now a professor at Brown Univer-
sity. Because the moon isn’t influenced by erosion or plate tectonics, its surface
holdsa record of the impacts that dominated its early history and ours.

Going back to the moon, Head said, is an essential step for sending people to
Mars. “Astronauts who've been to the moon will tell you that there’s noway any-
body’s going to go to Mars without having field experience on the moon first.”

The world recently got a reminder of the dangerand difficulty of space flight
when a helium leak and other problems were discovered in the Boeing Starliner
duringits first crewed mission.The two astronauts who had been aboard the craft
have been delayed for weeks aboard the International Space Station. Boeing said
lastweekend that the astronautsare in no danger,and could be returned any time,
but the company is doing some additional troubleshooting at the White Sands
Test Facility in New Mexico, aftera new problem emerged with additional helium
leaks and the unexpected shutdown of some of the thrusters.

These malfunctionsare scary, smce they involve keeping peoplealive in space.

Anyp bemore n the moon,whichis 1,000 times as far
from home as the space station. It would be safer for everyone if Chinaand the US
could collaborate and nobody rushes into a dangerous mission.

Exploring the moon with is difficultand Collaboration
gives every nation the best shot. But the public often responds to rivalry, so ironi-
cally,lt 's the perception of a. compemmnwlth China that could help garnerenough

t to get things off th
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erywellresultin llapseofthe
elected statemachineryand severits com-
petency. That's where the current break-
down in trust between young people and
the Indian state seems to be heading.
Therelsadeepersystemlcrﬂtthat goes

churn and mobility,again compared to
any other institutional set-
ting, to be the source of
hopesand dreams.”

The Modi govern-
ment’s overall record on
investing (or spending) legi
towards theeducationsec-

Exams have a
functionary role in

collective state

deeper privatisation, waning academic
freedom, cancellations of fellowships,
delays in disbursement of stipends, cuts
for research fundings, apart from infra-
structural issuesand campus-saffronisa-
tionactivities (pursued under B[P rule).

class,etc).

Worse, the current government has
been consciously ignoring most of these
structural issues for almost a decade
(engagingin partisan blamegame). Simul-
taneously it has sllently pursued a prac-

Allof these h; furtheraccentu-
ated a crisis of legitimacy in the state-
youth trust contract.

The “surprise” election verdict in the
state of Uttar Pradesh had the issue of
“paper leaks” acted as a critical wedge
against the BJP.Itsanti-corruptionimage,
“Na khaunga, na khane dunga” (Will nei-
ther partake norletanyone partakein cor-
ruptactivity) slogan by Modihasalsorung
hollowamong young people.

The inability to conduct

ticeofi
affronisation of academic campuses)in
and across education institutions.

Adeeper issue

The growing scale of administrative

intheoverall

of the education systemisalso contribut-
ing to greater functional illiteracy
amongst Indians, when observed in the
larger ambit of global competitiveness
space.This has serious costs for theyouth’s
ility as well.

provides a deeper crisis of
legitimacy within the Indi-
an state to effectively harn-
ess,adopt, use,and upgrade

On the more specific concern of fairly
conducting exams, the government has
proposed new law(s) with stricter punish-

its existing

torhasalso been quite dis- action in an know-howand capacity.

maltosay the least. : No edu-tech system,
) otherwise deeply . . dopted machinery

Spending falls unequal system  can enable a more accessi-

In the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) 2014 mani-

ble, competent exam proc-
ess, unless the government

decentrahsatlon of the process of con-
duct which can help mi
instances of paper leaks or lapses in cen-
tralised systems.

Inwhat s one of the lowest points in
India’ i dthe Centre-statc

festo, it promised
on education to around 6% of the GDP.
From 2014 to 2024, the Union govern-
mentallocated an average of only 0.44%

fa

event embedded in Lhe NEET scandal.
Psychological damage

What it does is cause immense dam-
age to the psychological state of India’s
younger generation, who sit exams,
putting all their hopes in one basket, in
search for a better, more progressive

oftt GDPtoed eachyear
(the C led United P i

forcompet-
itive exams to be scheduled and carried

towhat extent these mea-
sures are acknowledged, or adopted, or

outacross states ina systemat

between

Exams, in this way, then have a func-

the asplnng young and the Indian state,

tionaryrolein

tivestate

Intk ime,a

Alliance had allocated an average of
0.61%during 2004-2014).

The last decade has also seen the
largest scaleof student-led protestsacross
the country,which mayonlyintensify the
NEETscandal.

Students have protested on issues like

THE EDITOR

Support EV firms

Apropos of "Fix the supply chain” (FE,
July 11), itis a positive development
that Ola Electric is manufacturing
lithium-ion battery cells. Batteries are
the most critical component of the
electric vehicle (EV) ecosystem. The
Centre should encourage all such
companies to explore possibilities of
starting manufacturing plants to
reduce dependence on China, South
Korea, and Japan. If we are to achieve

net zero emissions, we will have to
speed up EV adoption. While state
governments such as Uttar Pradesh
are doing their best to promote EVs
and hybrid vehicles, the Centre will
have to amplify incentives.

—Bal Govind, Noida

Modi’s tightrope walk
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Russia
visit for a bilateral summit with

Vladimir Putin after five years was
never going to be easy. It became

actioni p
tem where educational opportunity and
macro learning outcomes remained
plagued by a deeper divide in access to
decent educational resources, further
marked by growing spatial concerns
(rural-urban context) and identity-based
characteristics (gender, caste, ethnicity,

particularly tense as the Modi-Putin
hug coincided with an immoral missile
attack by Russia on a children's
hospital in Ukraine. Although Modi
rebuked Putin over the attack in
televised remarks ahead of their
private talks, his visit coinciding with
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
summit in Washington was a
diplomatic bonus for Putin. India
attended the recent peace summitin
Switzerland, and rightly refrained from
signing on the communique and

youth,especially those coming from hum-
blesocio-economicbackgrounds (withno
option to travel ahmad or pursue other
greener

Originally published under
Creative Commons by 360info™

made a clear call for Russia to be at
the table. Modi also met Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
renewed ties with G7 days after he
was sworn in for the third time. So
India has not taken a wrong step in
this balancing act. The Russia summit
may have been bilateral, but it will
remain uncomfortable until the
Ukraine crisis is resolved.

—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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Raising bar on
gender parity

SC order on alimony flags the case for equality
in rights. financial empowerment of women

Supreme Court (5C) has dane well torule that
adivorced Muslim woman is entided o seek
maintenance from her former husband under
Section 125 of the Crimdoal Procedure Code.

The nuling is verynmdlm line with the apex court’s

rogressive jurisprudendce that seeks o remove barriers
that stand in the wayof women from enforcing
constitutional nights. The two-judge benich, upholding a
Telangana high court divective that directed 21000025
imtexim alimany toa divoreed woman, emphatieally
rejectsd arguments that sought to privilege personal
law over the country's secular baw,

The spirit of the se|
Iy the twio judges is best summed up in Justice BV
Nagarathna's ondler, where she wrote: "Maimienance isa
facetof gender parity. not charty”, Justice Nagarathna's
observation that married Indian mon need to become
canscious about financially empowering and providing
for their wives, whodo not have an independent source
of income, also reflects upon the secular principle
underlying the judgment— the financial precarity of
many married Indian wormen and the need for their
financial empowerment.

T the broader context of the persoral law debate in
India. the Supreme Court has taken forward the
philesophy implicitin its Shak Bano judgment (1985),
which upheld the rightof a divoreed Muskim woman to
alimony under secular kaw, The then Union
government enacted the Muslim Women (Protectlon of
Rights on Divorce) Act i 86 under froan
conservative derics, politicians and civie leaders o
owerride the fu nit, However, the SCs interpretation
of the Act in Denjal Latifi (2001) ensured that its
progressive, egalitarian intent in Shah Bano prevailed —
the right of the diverced woman to receive fair and
reasonahle a from her former hushand, Itis the
same spirit that drove the Court to deliver the triple
m]m“ndgrmm (2007}, where it ruled against the divorce
provision, invoked under the personal law, on ground s
that it viokated gender equality.

Rather than read the judgmentas against Muslim
personal law, twould be fair to conclude that the apex.
court has exparded the legnl avenues available to
divoreed women secking redress on alimony, Ina
complex country like Incia, personal lows will continue
1o hold sway. subject to referms as and when nesded,
Tt o citizen, irrespective of hee Baith, should be denied
ﬂmm&:mw smﬂar Taw and is protection of
oonstt | rizt pl:.rm_ law-.uu'mul
beinvoked as a grof
under\-\n‘inmbymllgjous mom]s

P

Beijing’s chequebook
diplomacy in Dhaka

and China. pioa
comprehensive stmtegic conperative parmershlp
'during Prime Minister Sheikch Hasina's recent visit
0 Bedjing. I[ggrmﬂmusmmlammmmumnd
it reach and influece in the security s
Tandscape of South Asia. Ever since the start of the
miltary standoff between Indiasnd Ching oo the Line of
Avctul Control in 2000, Beljing appeas to have doubiled
diowrn an efforts to forge stromger coonomic and political
tieswith all of Indin's nefghbmrs as part of an effort o
pm]ac,ms dominance in the mMudwa‘mmk
T Tt et iTasa & prajects thit
allow it to miske inroads into reglonal econonmides.
However, it must be toted that the Bangladeshi side
acknowledged India’s regjonal importance as Hasina
visited New Delhi before travelling to Beijing,
Comparisens between Indian and Chinese
loans in Bangladesh are perhaps
!naﬂuzble,bmhewﬂnlhlneetl not fret even il iteannot
match Thetruth
s, ludh'sini:lsnve;ﬁrphysdwlundemdﬂw
COMEC
mormennamof their awn, and thege isg grearer inegrarion
of Bangladesh's economy with that of Tndia, Many of
these initiatives have been particutarly beneficial for
Tndia’s landlocked northeastern states and hawdrl.\-‘en

| INCIDENTALLY |
Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Two young girls,

om

Gurugram & Hathras

Their deaths call

for more than just

conviction and

sentencing: Closure

will be achieved only

by seeking preventive

and corrective action
hie-wees mire, Her mather bnd

oot leawing her alonein
m\lr Guragrum home A

sasd that he does not want to see his
‘=00, T i potion cusindy, And sillnot

Tiree o lawyer mdch:nd bt In ntrr:
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o that whot e at sake ks the futureal

e
N oo days had passed since da

actinn, s et ih
his son in the masnner that it shoidd.

The, 2 it beirgwhat itwas,
amed wiille justice’s whheels turm as they
Wil we frm thecivil socety nead o
reflecton the foll cwing. Ome fopesi the
o £ ani

i e Hiat 1 rag-
edy happened, Al of us know what
Hathras now stamids foc—n kil stm

Again, 1 will not say anything

Hathy
af Indin's great (nith traditions

lisher, geas
exdsts for such o crime committed by
oo hés age. But there & something
et b vital Heshould be ednined

Hather’s womds were ro differeer from
K.mgl.m:;munmumﬂcml.n

f'\'mﬂy.'u 0 tuition provides,
had access to the house.

very ie
nnjunﬁrnbmumﬁ'gai'ﬁn
wase bat o society’s benefit, Sirmltane-

adog abomiea l:lhlvl.lﬁ:m'lﬂ!mm
Treath at all. & The Hashras father
Ereinft e
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A relationship invested in

a multipolar

el Minister (PM) Narenidra Modi
et Pricident Visdimir Putin of Rus-
sia i the same time as the North
thantie Treary Organtzation (NATO)
celebrated its F5th anniversary, giving a
clenr signal that Indin will contnue it parh
of stralegic autonarmy and choose il Iriends
im aceardance with its national interests.
Patin showed that Fussia is not faolated
From the globel mejoriy. The signiflennee
of Indo-Ruseian fies increases as the inter-
mathonal spstem is in transition (rom s wni-
palier ape with the dominance of o siper-
power toa muliipalar one where nany
coumiries of differing caparity and stats
have asay and & vy inintemational poll-
tics. Both Indin snd Russia are invested in
the mubhipolar system, Indis is &
Iseneficinry of this currers! conjume-
ture with straiegic relations with
Fmssia on ane side s the Weskern
countries on other. that it cam bev-
erage with hath sides and play a
Eacilitamor w peace bn tess comn-
buative imes
Given the consestof the Russia-
Ulraine war, PM Modi's famous
2022 line “this is not un eta for
war” resenates furter when he mentoned
“the Glolal Soutki's expectation for peace
and siability” to Putin. This ks echoed in the
joint statemnen | on the imperative for pesce
and solution through negotiations based on
lsvtermational faw and the Unéted Nations
(LN Charter and the jolng co

Anuradha
Chenoy

—————  [Defence imports from Russia have

global order

Foveign exchange. It is in this costest that
thetwleaders igreed famove ahead om an
India-Ewrasia Econamic Union Trade and
Goods Agreementand processesare being
putin place 1o facilitae Russian investment
Iex Irsatia.

Given the foous on connectivity, this visil
Ao sepped up the 8 of vigllsing var-
lous transpart links like the nternational
HNorth-South Trade ind Transport Com idor
that links Russian cities from St Petersbarg
0 Muamiteas via ports in bran. This toume, now
operationul, cutsdown transport costs and
timesignificantly, The Chénmai-Vistivisok
marftime rote. the North Sea rouie were
ki diseussed ot s highest level opening
up Russla-India maritime Hnks.

efemoe conperation bevween the
twa countries involves Tndian
imports of Russion defence sys-
tems. platforms and equipment,
transler of technologles, jolot pro-
duetion and cxpart o thisd coan-
wries i las been ilversifying its
defence impars and also seeking
indigemous defence manulaciuring,

dieciined ever the lass decade From
Emuamull.‘:‘!.uu’mﬂp.

Russia's copperation with India o
Awdear s set to incréaie a8 two new
muclenr plarsts will be added Lo the existing
faur, Space conperatien will continue s
before s bulk s added to sclentklic and

berrarism sullered by both sdes. The Dudo-
Russian Lis i d in
mulrilateral imstitations ke the N, the

BRICS and Shanghsi Cocperation Organisa-
than
This blateral engaged with trade and

connectivity isswes and had more on the
plate than the rradidonal defence agenda.
The Tusssla-Ukraine war pul pressiire of
global Eood. fel, and fertlfser prices that
spiralicd up. Indéa has boen able to cireums-
wient this erisis becaunse of is special rela-
Honship with Russia, a fact polnied out by
PM Modi- India’s imports From Russia in
2033-24 were about 866 billion and
Imereased by ariother $20 billion in lhe first
quarter of 2024, primarily of il
and g nuports. This s becatseof the con-
cesHmal ranes Ind negotialed o0 account
of western sanctions, which analysts have
shown, saved [tdfian refiners at least £10.5
Biltlion in forelgn exchange betwesn April
2022 nmdd May 2024,

teeninical botwien the two, Sev-
eeal mermorantums of understanding in
reks like new jaint projeas in the Russion

Far East where India hos niready imvested in
an olifield earller; work on elfminatien of
non-tartff harriers: frorng ot custams

cedures; farihering Infrasrucsure develop-
ment und investmen! promotion only
deepeti ecnemic cooperation and shaw be
diversification and institutionilzation of
Inruand historic relatonship utwesn the

th argument that Russia's tes with
China come inthe way of Indiz-Russio reia-
tiuns s largely untrue 2 both are mature
and seasoned tnternational playess whe
how teo ba bance their relations witheut
binrming any third party — just as India‘s
serategic parmorsfiips with dvi West do not
stanel bn R way of Rissla-fadia reladons,
Similiacly, the US expressiny “oncerns” on

:‘ 155 isam

I‘hc a.lly 50 Mpscow hilaterat showed the
the twe tes at

Indian exports i d bedow par
arabowt $4 billfory, which means asignifi-
cint irade imbalance that concerms hath
sl who are kekng for cormction. So, PM

Madi has enlled fora broadening of the bas-
ket of Indlan expons woevery sector nolued-
img agriculiure, phamub:ndnalﬁ |mnnfm:

different levels as PM Modi was boaoured
weith Reasia®s lghest awind, Ehe Crer af 52,
Androw. Gestores Hke President Putin's
commitment ta send back some Indian
nathonils whe hod mistakenly joined the

PEDRO SANCHEZ

If we support Ukraine because we

are defending inte

onal kaw, this

is the same as what we have tado for
a. There should be a consistent
political position withont

double st

wlards

Railways’ role as a job
creator is underplayed

& the Hleline of India, the Indian Rail-
i (L) covinects far-flung corners
of the country, enabling millions w
travel for \mrk education, trade and
letsuire. Spanning a vast network of aver

GELHH] ko tres across ploles, hil ks, wlcys

:Iulunzn.m in 15 Inclinn Bangusges. Bvenduar-
m};udmw 1R s bcen pecnviding cos-
mm &, cormistent levels of em plovment. A
revent recruitment drive anracted fl‘l\' a7
iclates vyving for |
Q:ndmgl:hca' rwnsilhund.rrdsc{qllﬁ
crires in

IR s an enduring symibol of natonal
Integration and progress. n-1| Inmmuptlxrgwgimlupmmrglm
The shees = gkl
P by u-hm-ﬂL ing e ¢ rapid
ko oy Eheentine it Manr i

agingthis mammoth featare moreshan L2mil
licn deeticated pmaploees, working aorass 17

in it rermaril
ndopionyaf scechnakogy in lange-sone public soc
o recnuikments. The awiichsooomputor-based

s telmgh s e seoge for
ard breudeh of our natioe. From loeo lemaed A reeruifrnen | proscess,
plotsnd engineers o pusmmmedics and TR has been inerenging vucancies
the mailway protection force. IR is aml opportumicies o recruit mone sl
g Indis's lrpest crnployens, ofir a5 115 metwork commins n expand
ing highiy scagght-aftercareers spend- Ower the fast docade (H014-15
Iy g s of money in saties mad 2324, IR s employed over 500

wther benefits for its workforee. This— Amithabha kb condsdates in vanous Grouy ©
st ir e by sulbstantial facior Khare s sigrdicntly unsidng the o
aftereschsucevssive pay commissmn 411 Lakh candiel e recmaiid in

Thie Just decode his wimessed an the preoeding sonyears, |8 s coapan:

unprecedented ransformation of 1EL.

Hecord levelsolebecmrificaion. dntroduction of
modern trains, expansion of rall lnes
enhanced sty mssures, sloption of e

teshnalogies and automiation to re-imagine
train Jcmmws have rededined rail travel
Hernarkably, ever amid the disruption of the
a1 prandlensic, when iy private enbe =
petses Fesorad e Bnlls and pay cuts, IH con-
1ol Larfes, benefits

elliond 34,371 asskstant oco pllots (AL}
Erotween OES0 24 Ende cusmet recrsimpent o
ALPs, thevacuncies hove ncvessad from 559610
18.796, vidle thenotfotion relmsedon fune &
A TR comtinues 5 transformasvg joumey,
modernésing infrastroctare and expanding
reach, they are expected to generate more
erngloyiren opoortinities, 1 B learat e
e 13,000 Elcitianl pasts have been pEnE
ated

e perks, ran ging from sabwidised bousing,
Tree medlcal asskstance, wavel and lelsure.
homasesanid mich mare. The compasshinoee

T R

fication far filling up 19, er{ks hax
already been ssued s far. Motey acancies are
epocted 1o be notifled during the year. The
welcome I'IﬂSIIM 0' creatng an anmusl

dar foe varicuseritical roles

L
munglwfhrr!qh‘hgh il Rurther imgmrt T
COMRESIN s L'mm\'u- familiesand  regulirity o the employment process
irsaverall em) otric et Unpairmilicied statistics of movnt
At the hian o ursmxss onﬂuc\sl.enm and consisent Improvenen: messures under-
mmmwhha Fivwe TR sini.ss e Bwlia's vital iobycveator By coe-

Pugsian mrare sgns al il i
level of Ionfine aud Russian

tueimg and services, Trade 1

tinally refining s m:uu.ur.'tl sLratiis ad

C wiine cnr-‘nm ! ] et at $100 billica by 2090, whu:h ml:ﬂm leadlers enjay, The woriks of the two leaders vl and pon-technical roles, th e
e od'ﬁ! top i wision for econmamdc cooperation, Tmpor:  Far this cooperation as “special and privi- oy the upmln: chedieution, wnd wmgnr It colymaeeting He honmn resourre needs ol
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

PROMISE UNDERLINED

By upholding Muslim women’s right to maintenance, SC
reaffirms that constitutional protection of equality includes all

HE SUPREME COURT on Wednesday ruled that a Muslim woman'’s right to
claim maintenance under criminal law cannot be extinguished even if she
has claimed her rights in personal law. This has been the lawful position for
over two decades following the 2001 landmark ruling, Daniel Latifi versus
Union of India. Yet there has been some concern on whether special legislation — the
Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986 — could override the Code of
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‘WoRrbpLY WISE
I MEASURE THE PROGRESS OF A COMMUNITY
BY THE DEGREE OF PROGRESS WHICH WOMEN
HAVE ACHIEVED. —B R AMBEDKAR

ne for the team

As player and as coach, Rahul Dravid has tried to be
the change he wished to see in Indian cricket

NOTTOOLONG ago, late one night, onthe eve
of aTestmatch, the then-Team India computer
analyst got a call. On the line was a star bats-
India, who,ina

ordered him torush to hisroom. The: SOSwas—
n'tabout some vital data on a rival bowler, as
the support staff member had guessed. It was
to download a movie. Arranging Bollywood
hits for Indian cricketers at unearthly hours,
by the way, has never been part of any IT
BCCl contract.

Criminal Procedure, a general legislation. Now the benc Justice BV
has held that a parallel remedy in law that applies universally cannot be taken away by

Another time, in the distant past, one
withacouple of

religious custom despite the latter being codified as legislation. This is a welc de
lining by the court that the spirit of the Constitution and its promise of equality cuts across
religious and other identities and divides.

Muslim women’s right to maintenance has been a fraught issue. While the 1986 Act
requires that maintenance is paid to a Muslim woman by her former husband within the
iddat period (three lunar months after the divorce) by her former husband, Section 125
of the CrPCis a penal provision that requires aman to pay maintenance to his wife or for-
mer wife whois “unable to maintain herself.” From the 1985 Shah Bano case to the Daniel
Latifi ruling in 2001, the Supreme Court has maintained thata Muslim man'’s limited ob-
ligation under personal law cannot override Section 125 of the CrPC, despite resistance
to the rulings both politically and from within the community. The latest ruling, while
scrupulously following the precedents, also marks a remarkable shift in its framing of
the right to seek e. It highlights that e must not be viewed “as a
mere charity” and is a matter of “parity and rights, essential for women.” “This Court
would not countenance unjust or Faustian bargains being imposed on women. The em-
phasisis on sufficient mai e, not minimal amount, After all, mai isafacet

reporters at the stadium cafe, had barked ata
support staff member to fetch teaand snacks.
“Igothimaraise recently,” he would say, justi-

too, wasn't part of the job requirement for
those hired to help cricketers at net sessions.

Indian cricket, despite its giant strides to-
wards modernity, hasn't yet fully shaken off
its Raj-era habits. Respect, and also rewards,
still depend on your rank. But not on coach
Rahul Dravid's watch. In the dugout, he is al-
ways seeninthe coaching cornerand, atnets,
he is almost apologetic in his instructions to
his non-playing team.

And now, typically of the man, he has
silently and subtly set an example not by
words but throughaction. Dravxd haslaid the

of gender parity and enabler of equality, not charity. It follows that a destitute Muslim
woman has the right to seek mai e under Section 125 of the CrPC despi
actment of the 1986 Act,” it says.

The apex Court, Wi inframing the issue of gender justice not as antag-
onistic to freedom of religion. It sees both as complementing the rights secured under the
Constitution. This framing is especially resonant given the Constitution’s high visibility as
a symbol and motif in the recently concluded Lok Sabha elections. It is also a timely re-
‘minder for other battles pending in court — from temple entry to the right to excommu-
nicate. The Constitution should be the guiding principle for all, even for personal law.

A TIMELY WARNING

Blood test developed at AIIMS to detect Alzheimer’s early can
reduce trauma of patients, ease caregivers’ predicaments
'ORMORETHAN a century since it was discovered by German neuroscientist Alois
Alzheimer, the disease named after him has boggled the scientific community.
Globalli tancyat thetime of the disct 35years. Withthe
average lifespan increasing to more than 70 today, Alzheimer’s afflicts many more
times the number of people today than when it was dlswvered More than 55 million peo-

firstbrick of equals
that has a sliver of economic heterogeneity
and where the distribution of wealth isn’t
ridiculously uneven. First, as the coach of the
‘World Cup-winning India under-19 team and
now, after the T20 World Cuptitle, Dravid has
insisted on pay parity with his assistants. Of
theRs 125 crore BCClwindfall tothe team, the
head coach was to get Rs 5 crore but Dravid
reportedly tly whatother coache:
‘were getting — Rs 2.5 crore.

Regardless of hisriches, afather of two sons
yet to go to college, refusing a cheque with

in these materialistic times. And in these
months of appraisals, with money on most
minds,it'sajaw-dropping renouncement. But
that's Dravid — the painfully modest, spotlight-

Indian cricket, despite its
giant strides towards
modernity, hasn't yet fully
shaken off its Raj-era habits.
Respect, and also rewards,
still depend on your rank.
But not on coach Rahul
Dravid’s watch. In the
dugout, he is always seen in
the coaching corner and, at
nets, he is almost apologetic
in his instructions to his
non-playing team. And
now, typically of the man,
he has silently and subtly
set an example not by
words but through action.
Dravid has laid the first
brick of a utopian dressing
room of equals that has a
sliver of economic
heterogeneity and where the
distribution of wealth isn't
ridiculously uneven.

phobic compassionate cricketing great.

Back in 2012, on his retirement, Dravid's
wife Vijeta wrote a piece that gave a glimpse
of fiercely protected hi
sonal life. Though there were no surprises, it
had interesting details. As the world had per-
ceived, the legend who wore his greatness
lightly was aman of few needs and necessities.
His pursuitwas runs, the race to otherworldly
possessions was for lesser mortals and less-
successful cricketers.

Vijeta wrote how her husband “doesn’t
care for gadgets, and barely registers brands
— of watches, cologne or cars”. But if his bat
weighed agram less, he would noticeinanin-
stant. “Tknow if I packed only two sets of infor-
‘mal clothes, he would rotate them through an
entire tour... He has used one type of moistur-
ising cream for 20 years,” she would write.

His mother is an architect and his father
worked for the company that produced Kissan
jam. Dravid's life was dictated by classic mid-
dle-class morals and values. He rose to lofty
heights but stayed grounded. He continued

And at home, despite what some of you may
have heard, we don't live in mansions with
Jaen "t

‘had Dravid spoken just for himself.
‘Theone-of-a-kind cricketer was an outlier
in most teams he was associated with. The
manwho
opened the innings with’ Vu'ender Sehwag,a
rustic boy from Delhi NCR’s wild west, Naja-
fgarh. They were in to break the record set by
Vinoo Mankad and Pankaj Roy but Sehwag
would getout. Later, he would say that he was-
n'taware of the mark or the two past greats.
As the captain of his diverse flock, Dravid
tried to understand everyone and was sensi-
tive to the team’s needs. Till coach Greg
Chappell spread mistrust in the dressing
room, he had a close bond with players from
Indian cricket's outposts. He mentored them,
gave them batting tips and also took them to
amusical in London. Even when the Sourav
Ganguly-Chappell battle was dividing the
team, he tried being the bridge. When his tod-
dler sons would travel with the team, he

to stay in the locality — in room that was noton the same

B ite gail floor as hi He didn’t want them

ing celebrity status. tobedisturbed by the walls of his children.
Unlike other stat page3sto- Dravid might -aptainor

ries of him buying mansions or having a
garage full of superbikes. The other day, he
drove to the polling booth in Bengaluru in a
regular-sized car, wearing the most common
colour combination preferred by unadven-
turous middle-aged Indian men —anavy blue
T-shirt and lighter shade three-fourth pants.
Dravid has tried his best to debunk the
pampered superstars” image that Indian
It

cricketers carry futile b:

tlebutIndia's grittiest No.3, like always, made
an earest attempt. In his stunning Bradman
Oration speechin 2011, he argued the case for

coach but he has still managed a decent lead-
ership legacy. He was accommodative and a
peace-maker. Unlike those with not even half
his body of work, he wasn't pompous.
Actually, he regularly takes pains to call him-
self a boring batsman who puts people to
sleep but miserably fails.

His conversations are rarely about him, it's
aboutothersaround him. Dravidisn't the kind
whowill cutadeal for himselfand sell others
down the river.

Dravid is a true believer in the sporting
brotherhood. He has never been a rebel, rab-

Indian cricket: “The carica ften made of

Indian cricket is that of... overpaid, under-
treatedlikeac

royalty and rock stars... It is why we make ita

point to always try and conduct ourselves

with composure and dignity... We don't attack

fans ordodrugs or getintodrunken theatrics.

ble-rt I Or a moaning c Heis
someone who cares aboutothers. Dravid also
tried to be the change he wished to see in
Indian cricket. Not everyone has the heart to
putRs2,50,00,000 where the mouthis.

sandeep.dwivedi@expressindia.com

ZAKIA SOMAN

RiGHTING A WRONG

SCverdict on alimony for Muslim women enables larger fight for equality, justice

plewor thEagEUlquuay uffer 1d 60-70 per centof
‘dementia. Though research over the years

hasidentified the: chamctensucs ofthe di andinrecentyears, ha
headway, i how best to treat Alzheimer’s. In most parts
of theworld, including India, di theon-
etof However, it i imif cientists that the precur-

sors to Alzheimer’s begin to accumulate in the brain at least 10 years before the symptoms
show up. That's why a blood test developed by researchers at AlIMS, Delhi, could be a sig-
nificant

inAlzheimer

The AIIMS researchers tested 90 people on six blood markers, the levels of which can
indicate an early onset of Alzheimer's. The test can detect the biomarkers of the disease
10-15 years before it becomes full-blown. Alzheimer’s develops over 15-20 years. An
early diagnosis can help clinicians manage symptoms better — medicines that promise
acure for the milder form of the disease have not yet entered the treatment protocols in

IN A LANDMARK judgment, the Supreme
Court has ruled that a divorced Muslim
woman can seek alimony from her husband
under section 125 of the Code of Criminal
Code (CrPc). We have travelled a significant
distance from the Shah Bano case in 1985 to
this verdict by the bench of Justices B V
Nagarathna and A G Masih. It dismissed the
husband's petition challenging a Telangana
Hngh Courtdirection to pay his wife monthly

‘most parts of the world. Dementia icularly relevant for India where cog-
nitive impairments are often confused with “natural” signs of ageing. Though diagnos-
tic rates are improving, the disease remains poorly understood, even amongst sections
of the medical community, and many patients live with symptoms that their near ones
find difficult to understand. If it is successful in larger trials, the blood test developed by
the AIIMS researchers could be a step towards easing the predicaments of the caregivers
and giving patients a life of dignity.

Last year, another study by AIIMS Delhi researchers in collaboration with 18 otherin-
stitutes in the country and the University of South California estimated that 7.4 per cent
of seniorcitizens in India d ia. With the the elderly grow-
ing in the next decade, the disease could affect close to 1.7 crore Indians by 2035, the
study warned. India needs a healthcare strategy for its elderly. The blood test developed
by AlIMS researchers could be akey part of it.

BARCELONA MISFIRE

Anti-tourism protests should set their sights, instead, on
authorities who fail to prioritise locals’ needs
AARCELONA, MIGUEL DE Cervantes's “archives of courtesy, shelter of

of Rs 20,000 after divorce. This
is a progressive step towards the inclusion of
vulnerable minority women citizens. Muslim
women have suffered legal discrimination in
‘mattersof marriage and family in the absence
of reformed and codified personal laws.
Why are we celebrating this judgment?
Section 125 has existed since 1973. Upholding
pluralismisimportantinasecular democracy.
Thisincludes adiversity of personal laws. But
‘we must not confuse diversity with unjust pa-
triarchal practices. There is nothing laudatory
or*“personal” about the subjugation of women
and violation of their rights. The Quran em-
phasises maintenance to be provided to the
wife after divorce. However, husbands often

forloopholes.
inthe case of Shah Bano. Her husband refused
to pay the maintenance granted by the court.

The conservative clergy and other leaders

laws and against the imposition of secular
laws on Muslims. They called it interference
inShariatand thereby, aviolation of minority
nghts The Rajiv Gandhi-led government

ers”, has changed in the four centuries since he wrote that memorable descrip-

tion in Don Quixote. Recently, the city of Antonio Gaudi, Pablo Picasso and one of

the world’s best-known football clubs showcased a unique — and troubling —

ing number of visitors it gets every year: Ata ive rally last

weekend, organised to draw attention to the problem of over-tourism, several protes-

tors chanting “tourists go home” used squirt guns to drench unsuspecting diners at al
fresco restaurants.

Poorly conceived as this particular form of protest was, it also had the wrong target in
its crosshairs. For years — since before the pandemlc in fact — Barcelona residents have
[& i their beautiful city becoming i ing, skyrock-
eting rents and the soaring cost of living. These are serious issues, but are tourists — who
contribute up to 14 per cent of the city’s GDP and on whom about 1,50,000 local jobs are
dependent — really to blame for this? If squirt guns are to be used as tools of protest, they
are better aimed at local authorities who, through poor or no regulation and laws that
prioritise tourists over locals, have contributed to stoking resentments.

Around the world, tourist hotspots, from Venice and Athens to Kyoto and Bali, are find-
ing ways to keep visitors from disrupting local life, including raising tourist fees and set-
ting daily limits on the number of visitors to a particular spot. If the tourists in Barcelona
who got sprayed in the face while having a drink or a churro stay away in the future, as
do those who are unsettled by the treatment meted out by angry locals, the protestors
would have achieved their objective. It would, however, come at the cost of tarnishing the
city’s reputation and ultimately hobbling its economy.

|

ned through
leglslatmn the ruling that granted mainte-
nance to Shah Bano. A separate Shariat-com-

‘We live in an era of religious
polarisation. The condition
of Muslim women is used to
portray the community
negatively. On the other
hand, many Muslims are
living under a sense of fear
and insecurity. The silver
lining is that there are a large
number of people within the
community who welcome
this judgment. Thereis a
greater consciousness about
rights not just amongst
women themselves but their
families too.

pliant law was hastily enacted to provide
maintenance to divorced Muslim women. The
BJP began to accuse Congress of Mus]lm al}
Inasense, the Shah
kickstarted the politics of religious division.
Inseven decades since e, N0

questions is demonised. Calls for reform are
dismissed as the handiwork of those serving
Western ways of thinking or these days,
Hindutva. In this scenario, Muslim women
continue to be demed their Quranic rights as
wellas i rights.

government felt obliged to enable Muslim
‘women toattain legal parity with thexr Hindu

We live in an era of religious polarisation.
The condition of Muslim women is used to

and Christian who

tection of reformed personal laws: enacted by
Parliament. No government felt the need to
fulfil its constitutional obligation of uphold-
Ing gender j Jusllce As though granting legal

againstthe

pnnclples ofsecularism!

Indian Muslims are governed by Shariat
Application Act, 1937. This law is archaic. It
merely states that Shariat will decide all per-
sonal law matters for Muslims. While

Shariat,in
naa]lty, unjust and unfair practices based on
arbitrary interpretations prevail. Several im-
portantissues lacklegal clarity. Patriarchal in-
terpretations decide matters such as age of
marriage, divorce, maintenance, polygamy,
‘halala, custody and guardianship of children,
share in property and inheritance and muta
marriages. Islamic concepts of consent and
mehrare diluted in practice.

Muslim marriage is a contract. But most
‘women don't possess a copy of their nikah-
nama and are unaware of their rights. There
isasense prevalent of the husband being su-
perior in marital relationships.

The dominant conservative clergy have re-
sisted reform. “Islam gave rights to women
1,400 years ago,” they say. But are these rights

portray the c negatively. On the
other hand, many Muslims are living with a
sense of fear and insecurity. They are hardly
il ition to appreci i i -
dict. The orthodoxy would clubit with the on-
going onslaught on Muslim identity and dis-
missitas unwarranted The: silver liningis that
ommu-
nity also welcume thls judgment. There is a
greater consciousness about rights among
women and their families. The movement
against instant triple talaq received support
from the community after it was highlighted
thatit does not enjoy Quranic sanction.
1am not suggesting that patriarchy has
been eradicated from the lives of women who
enjoy legal protections vis a vis marriage and
family. Social attitudes matter. But an en-
abling legal framework c awoman
‘whowishes to fight for justice. The Supreme
Court outlawed instant triple talaq in 2017.
This judgment is another step towards legal
equality for Muslim women. Justice
ised that mai e
‘must not be viewed as charity but as a fun-
damental right. It is a right that transcends
religious boundaries.

The writer is a founding member of Bharatiya
Muslim Mahila Andolan
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JBK TURMOIL

FOUR NON-CONGRESS CHIEF ministers and
leaders of 19 opposition parties met on July
10 to condemn the undemocratic dismissal
of former J&K CM, Farooq Abdullah. They also
demanded the immediate removal of J&K
governor Jagmohan and G M Shah’s “defec-
tor government”. The dissolution of the state
assembly and fresh elections are also being
called for.

PAKISTAN DENIES ROLE

INAN ]NTEKV[EWWlth the’ WaHSrreer]oumal
Pakistan pr Zia-ul-t

role of Pakistanin training or arming any Sikh
terrorists in Punjab. He also added that it was
unfair to hold Pakistan accountable for India’s
internal issues and chided Indira Gandhi for
treating India’s neighbouring states as mem-
bers of the union. He said, “My effort is toim-
press upon her that countries don't interfere
ineachother’s relations.”

PM ON IA HIJACKERS

INDIRAGANDHIIN aninterview said that she

speakdirectly with the hijackers. Gandhi said
that India had rejected all demands of the hi-
Jjackers and was unclear as to what assurances
they had been given by Pakistan.

NoO ENTRY FOR JATHAS

THE GOVERNMENTWILL not permit entry of

the shaheedi jathas of the Akalis into the

GoldenTemplEcomplex Security forces have
tointercept

the jathas at their places of ongm The state

decision tonot

return the hijackers of the Indian Airlines

Airbus nor put them on trial. She also added
at i A llowed

epaperindiansxpresEeom .. .

govemor.KT will
iscussaplanof action

forthe Akali threat — the jathas are sent to “lib-
erate” the Golden Temple from the Army.
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Don’t blame the Opposition

Legislative institutions do not belong only to government, Opposition is an
equal stakeholder. And disruption is not Parliament’s biggest problem

MANISH TEWARI

I HAVE GREAT personal respect for
Harivansh, the Deputy Chairperson of the
Council of States, but I beg to disagree and
differ with his piece entitled ‘A Mockery of
Parliament?’ (IE, July 10).

The endemic problems that plague
Parliament are far more serious and deep-
rooted than just the issue of disruptions
that he has attempted to flag and the re-
grettably specious attempt to lay the blame
entirely at the door of the Opposition.

The fundamental question that presiding
officers and senior members of both the
Houses need to address [hemselves toisthe
tutions, including’ Par]lament and theirinten-
sifying irrelevance to the national discourse.
Disruptions alone are not the cause of this.

The first Lok Sabha met for 135 daysina
yearand the Rajya Sabha in the decade of the
1950s convened for 93 days. In the next
decade and a half, Parliament met for an av-
erage of 120daysinayear. This number came
downto70daysinayearfrom 1971 onwards.
The 17th Lok Sabha (2019-2024) met for only
55 days in a year. Does this decline in the
number of sitting days not warrant the atten-
tion of the respective presiding officers and
other senior members of both Houses? Is it
that there is less legislative business to be
transacted today than when the first Lok
Sabhasat, orisit that the government finds it
inconvenient to have Parliament meet for
four and a half months a year?

‘The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution,
colloquially called the Anti-Defection Law,
has completely failed inits intended objec-
tive, that is, to stop defections. All that it
has done is to transform defections from a
retail activity into a wholesale business.
Nothing demonstrates this more elo-
quently than the manner in which succes-
sive state governments have been toppled
in the past decade with impunity.

At the same time, the Anti-Defection
Law has sucked democracy out of the leg-
islative institutions. It is axiomatic that
while MPs to the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha are elected by their respective elec-
tors it is the ubiquitous “whip” that runs
their legislative lives.

Nolonger are parliamentarians and leg-
islators free to exercise their voting prefer-
ences according to their conscience, con-
stituency and common sense, as is the case
in every legislative democracy of conse-
quence in the world.

The essence of of the argument is that
the elusive “golden mean” has to be discov-
ered between the freedom of expression,
that includes the right to vote freely in leg-
islative institutions as guaranteed by Article
105(1) of the Constitution of India, and the
stability of governments that are depend-
enton having a majority in their respective
legislatures. Is this not an issue germane
enough to occupy the collective mind space
of the presiding officers of Parliament and
various legislatures across the country, in-
cluding other stakeholders in the demo-
cratic process? [ had moved two Private
Members'’ Bills in the 15th & 17th Lok
Sabhas, respectively, on this question.

In 1993 Parliamentary Standing
Committees were instituted to aid
Parliamentin its legislative and financial re-

mit. Inthe 16th & 17th Lok Sabhas the num-
berof bills that were referred to the Standing
Committees for examination has declined
put the bills referred to the Standing
Committee at a figure of 45 per cent of the
total bills introduced in Parliament in the
past two decades. Is this diminishment in the
role of Parliamentary Standing Committees
notanissue that should collectively concern
the presiding officers and other senior mem-
bers of both the houses of Parliament?

Coming to disruptions, which was the
burden of Harivansh's article, it is undoubt-
edly an issue that should cause distress to
every Member of Parliament and state leg-
islator across the country. However, selec-
tive indignation is not the answer.

Itwould be worth recalling that the cur-
rent ruling dispensation, when they were
in the Opposition, did not allow former
prime minister Manmohan Singh to speak
even on the vote of confidence moved by
him in the July of 2008. They waved cur-
rency notes in the Lok Sabha, plunging the
dignity of the House to a new nadir. The for-
mer prime minister had to lay his speech
on the table of the Lok Sabha.

The 15th Lok Sabha (2009-14) saw two
whole sessions wiped out by the current
ruling dispensation when they were in the
Opposition, the first being the winter ses-
sion of 2010 on the “illusory” CAG report
on allotment of 2G telecom licenses and
spectrum, and the second being the mon-
soon session of 2012. The Janata Dal
(United) was for a substantive part of
that time an alliance partner of the BJP that
orchestrated and perpetuated these
parliamentary disruptions.

If my memory serves me correctly, was-
n'tit the Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the
Rajya Sabha, late Arun Jaitley, who coined
and gave currency to the doctrine

It would be worth recalling
that the current ruling
dispensation, when they
were in the Opposition, did
not allow Former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
to speak even on the vote of
confidence moved by him in
the July of 2008. They
waved currency notes in the
Lok Sabha, plunging the
dignity of the House to a
new nadir. The former
prime minister had to lay
his speech on the table of
the Lok Sabha.

CRSasikumar

“Parliamentary obstructionism is a part of
legitimate parliamentary tactics...” . He
further went on to say, “When Parliament
is used to ignore issues then obstruction of
Parliament is in the favour of democracy”.

His colleague, LoP in the Lok Sabha, late
Sushma Swaraj, was even more voluble. On
September 12, 2012, she said: “Not allowing
Parliament to function is a form of democracy
likeany otherform..." It begsa question: What
‘was good for the goose for 10 yearsis not good
for the gander subsequently?

To lay the blame for disruptions in the
Lok Sabha at the door of the Leader of
Opposition, especially when his maiden
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“This is no longer the time for radical posturing. Given the current political balance
of power, neither the left nor the right have the means to fundamentally transform

French society.”

—LEMONDE, FRANCE

For J&K, better
days lie ahead

From abrogation of Article 370 to Pakistan’s
diminishing geopolitical importance, five reasons
why violence is declining in the state

M N SABHARWAL AND
MANISH SABHARWAL

National Intelligence Council report about
Islamic terrorism lamented decisive action
against them felt unviable till a “domestic
Pearl Harbour

‘Ourwarnings about terrorist plans toat-
tack the US on home ground were dismissed
asself-interest and theirignorance about the
terror infrastructure and Pakistan's inten-
tions was negligent. Sadly, it took the 9/11
attacks on America to recognise the dangers
of radical Islam and galvanise action on
global financing, nammg pmpaganda and

terrorism. India’s po-

POET FAIZAHMAD Faiz's lines, “Qatal gah

se chun kar hamare alam, Aur niklenge
ushaak ke quafile (the caravan of patriots
will march collecting the flags from the
hands of martyrs on the battlefield)", remind
us thatthe mostvaluable tribute to the 1,608
J&KPolice, 511 CRPF officers and thousands
of other force bravehearts martyred fight-
ing terrorists since 1989 is the massive de-
dme in Va]le'y terrorism since 2019. As the

of Article 370"
approaches, let’s honour thelr memory —

sition on cross-border terrorism s nolonger
lonely or unique. This makes Pakistan's strat-
egyand actions untenable.

Pakistan’s geopolitical importance —
19605 Cold War defence treaties, 1970s bro-
kering of US-Chinareconciliation,and 1980s
Afghan Mujahideen support — greatly di-
minished with the 9/11 US terrorist attacks,
Osama Bin Laden’s role, and US-China ri-
valry. Internal anger is also rising against
Pakistan’s economically-incompetent gar-

andtha[ofthe.mu_y Jammu
region this week — by remembering the five
reasons for better prospects for peace (Aman
kiAlamat)in J&K:

This Mahabharata's advice of Dharmo
Rakshati Rakshitah (the system protects

I
ing mass prosperity. Its per capita GDP is
lower than Bangladesh and total GDP is
lower than Maharashtra.

‘The garrison state’s political and social
contro] tnols are formldable — including

by J&K's politicians because special constitu-

years — but Amtle 370 abrogation

ase for Pakistan’s awaam

ebetween
what they said and did. The abrogation of
Article 370 answers the 1950s call in
Parliament by Syama Prasad Mookerjee of
“Ek desh me dovidhan, do pradhan, do nis-

choosingittihad (friendship) over military-
sponsored “jihad”.
The path to a more normal democracy
inPakistan is unclear, butitsrising internal
o R et

hannahin chalenge” (O annotac-
cept two constitutions, two heads of state
and two flags).

‘This Article greatly contributed to keep-
ingJ&K's politics oligopolistic, dynastic,and
stale. We remember the hopes that filled
our hearts with the 1996, 2002, 2008, and
2014 election victories, but we were left
disappointed. Future J&K elections will be
held under the Indian Constitution and
have new electoral thresholds, ballot struc-
tures, and context. This abrogation helps
new politicians and parties who use the
“civilised civil war” of democracy to con-
vert conflicts into trade-offs through a new
slate of ideas that blunt passions, create in-
terestsand forge compromise

speech was interrupted by sen-
ior ministers of the government, given the
past conduct of the ruling dispensation
when they were in the Opposition, is a bit
rich, to put it very mildly.

Finally, is it appropriate for presiding of-
ficers to raise polarising issues that attained
quietus and closure decades ago? I leave it
to their wisdom and sagacity to decide.
Does it facilitate the smooth functioning of
Parliament, is something they should
reflect upon.

Legislative institutions do not belong to
the government. The Opposition is an equal
stakeholder. It has to be provided space toar-
ticulate its concerns and there are mecha-
nisms todo so, asI had suggested to the pre-

TheP cross-bor-
der military strikes by Indla wereanimpos-
sibility after it tested nuclear bombs. But the
Uri and Pulwama responses answered the
decades-old prayers of the security leader-
ship in J&K for the hot and cold pursuit of
terrorists. Those prayers weren't war-mon-
gering but a recognition that Pakistan's ter-
ror factory wouldn't back down without
new calculations: No consequences for their
J&K Assembly attack in 2001 led to bigger
attacks on the Indian Parliament in 2001 and
Mumbaiin 2008.

These strikes undermined Pakistan’s
military promise of a gravity-free world.
They embodied Nobel Laureate Thomas

ity to get away with murder. Every coun-
tryisan “antarlaapika” —ariddle in which
the answer lies within the riddle — and
Pakistan’s awaam must send its military
back to the barracks.

India created the world's largest democ-
racy after 1947 but failed to deliver mass
prosperity. This is changing.

Amassive renovation of India’s intellec-
tual, security, financial, diplomatic, invest-
ment, welfare and economicinfrastructureis
underway. Indiais now the fifth-largest econ-
oomy and will soon be third after China and
America. In recent years, we have exported

gives our military a massive edge in a digital
world where the distinction between mili-
tary and civilian technology is eroding.

The mostsignificant change s anew po-
litical tone from the top — we don't have to

b n, -
erance for terrorism, and India@100 must
beadeveloped country. India’s softand hard
power are changing Pakistan’s niyat (inten-
tions), calculations, and options.

Historian Herodotus warned us thou-
sandsof years ago, “In peace, sons bury their
fathers. In war, fathers bury their sons." The
Kashmiri expression “Saadi saet lughin ya
laetmitch” (start of seven and a half)is rooted
in the myth of “Budhshervaar” (a lousy pe-
riod fnr seven and half’ years) that occurs a
f three times in one life.

chelling’s book Conflictwhich

siding officer in an informal c¢
Disruption of Parliament is eminently
avoidable but it is the responsibility of the
government to run the House efficiently by
agreeing to debate issues that may be incon-
venient for the government. The continuing
transgression by China across the LAC for
four years running and the situation in
Manipur are just two current examples.

The writer is a lawyer, Congress MP &
former I&B minister

P
future pain. India’s surgical strikes signal
new rules and consequences on internal
security strategy.

The false narrative of “jihad” was useful
for America in drafting Mujahideen to fight
the USSRin Afghanistan. But clearly, the CIA
hadn't heard of the myth of Bhasmasur, the
demon you create that turns on you. It was
only a matter of time before radical Islam
ists and Wahabis turned their attention to
the West. There were early signs; a 1990s US

In recent decades, too many parents of
uniformed bravehearts and civilians in J&K
have needlessly buried their children. The
recent declinein Valley violence represents
the possibilities of what is called Saadi Set
Nairin (end of seven and a half) in Kashmiri,
Better days lie ahead. Aman Ki Alamat.

MN Sabharwalis former Director General of
J&K Police and CRPF. Manish Sabharwal is
an entrepreneur. Their forthcoming book is
Kashmir Under 370

AJAY VIR JAKHAR

‘THE TENURE OF the new Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmer Welfare, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, starts from a place of policy
paralysis. He can neither shrug off the deci-
sions taken by his predecessors or the legacy
he inherits at Krishi Bhawan. His primary
challenge is to regain the trust of the farmer.
The manner in which the three farm laws
were rolled out and how the establishment
engaged with the agitators has left a bitter
aftertaste. It will need sensitive handling that
should begin with the scrapping of the infa-
mous MSP committee formed in the after-
math of the farm laws.

India has not had an agriculture policy
for decades unlike the US, the EU and China,
who change their policy at frequent inter-
vals. The commissioning of a new policy is
inorderand, during that process, the minis-
ter will gain time to get a grip on things. The
policy will have to change tack on multiple
fronts, beginning with pragmatically design-
ing for “strategic autonomy” rather than tar-
geting “self-sufficiency” in agricultural pro-
duction. It must be appreciated that when it
comes to Indian agriculture, what is true for
the whole is rarely true for its parts. Some of

Note to Krishi Bhawan

Design of new agri policy must sidestep past errors, be mindful of challenge of change

thisisattributed to the diverse agro-climatic
regions in the country and the federal struc-
ture under which policy works.

‘The Union Minister will soon realise that
central government policy is restricted by
the fact that agriculture and land are in the
domain of the states; animal husbandry
and fisheries where real growth is visible
are separate ministries; the budgetary al-
locations are controlled by the Ministry of
Finance; and an outdated inflation policy is
dictated by the RBI. The gods have been kind
to the Narendra Modi government as India
has not faced a major drought in the last 10
years, but the odds of one in the next five
years cannot be ruled out. Chouhan’s task
might not be easy.

The other big challenge for the minis-
ter is to convince the government and the
RBI to change their methodology of target-
inginflation. In developed countries, where
central banks use the consumer price in-
dex to measure and control inflation, food

In trying to protect the consumer, RBI's ac-

tions are constantly putting explicit and

implicit pressure on the government to act

on food prices, which leads to a spiral of
lower farmgate prices.

How does this impact 42 per cent of

¥ onagriculture

inflation targeting. The government should
roll out a mechanism to compensate farm-
ers’ when its policies depress farmgate prices.

CURIOUS TIMING

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Message to
Moscow’ (IE, July 11). Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Russia visit was partic-
ularly upsetting because of its timing,
which coincided with amissile attack by
Russiaonachildren’s hospital in Ukraine,
destroying essential healthcare facilities
for the most vulnerable. India attended
the recent peace 5umm1t1n5wntzerland

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THE NEW COACH

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Coach
Gambhir’ (IE, July 11). During Gautam
Gambhir's three-and-a-half-years
tenure, India will take part in three ICC
trophies, the 2025 Champions Trophy,
the 2026 T20 World Cup and the 2027
ODIWorld Cup. Gambhir s the youngest
coachin the history of Indian cricket. He
is known to support players in express-

with theRBI, it c.
ods of softening the impact of rise in the price
of food by direct benefit transfers (DBT) or
couponsand such for consumers. DBT

for itslivelihoods? Cnnslder ‘governmentac-

hasits share of issues, but is not uncommon.
The history of the ministries thatimpact

onion, which expose its ¢ policies
and why theidea of improving: farmer liveli-
hoods by doubling their incomes is difficult.
A family of four consumes about 15 kg of
onion a month. If the price spikes by Rs 20
per kg, the monthly budget of the family rises
by only Rs 300 per month. While artificially
subduing (through stock-holding limit, ex-
port restrictions etc.) farmgate prices by Rs
20 per kg leads to a loss of Rs 2,00,000 per
acre for every farmer growing onions (as-
suming the yield to be 100 quintals/acre).
Considering on an average an onion farmer
cultivates about two acres of land, the order

constitutes a small portion of the
ture basket, while wages impact it far more.
But, in developing nations like India, food
constitutes about 40 per cent of the basket.

of

It is neither the responsibility of the
farmer to provide cheap food norisit justified
for the RBI to sacrifice farmers at the altar of

farmerli isreplete witha spate of
unforced policy errors and missed oppor-
tunities. Policymakers baulk at document-
ing policy failures and fight back against
changes that seek to improve regulation,
enforcement, governance, transparency
and accountability. Refusal to document
failures means sowing the seeds of yet other
policy missteps.

Policy makers should pay heed to the les-
sons learnt from the farm: There are no per-
fect solutions, there never were any. For the
ministry, the big questionis: Whatis the level
of imperfection the Union Minister is will-
ing to settle for?

The writer is chairman,
Bharat Krishak Samaj

epaperindiansxpressicom NI Il

ed hec
and made a clear call for Russia to be at
the table. PM Modi also met Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and re-
newed ties with G7. Some image
management is overdue.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

To cooL DOWN

ing whichis critical. His first
goal should be to win over the dressing
roomand gain their confidence.

Bal Govind, Noida

RIGHT PRECEDENT
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Muslim

women can seek maintenance from hus-
band under CrPC: SC'(IE, July 11). The

THISREFERSTO the editorial, It's heating
up’ (IE, July 11). The impact of climate
changeis climbing by the day. The worst
affected are the poorand migrant work-
ers. Mitigating climate change will take
time and effort. The government should
trytoinculcate adaptation strategies like
climate-resilient infrastructure and the
construction of cool warehouses for in-
formal workers to reduce heat tress. We
need c]lmate{onsclous infrastructure.
Rao, Hyderabad

verdict the principle that
maintenance is not a form of charity but
a fundamental right of all married
women, irrespective of their religion. The
Court has taken a significant step to-
wards gender justice and equality in
India. This ruling not only upholds con-
stitutional principles but also strength-
ens the social and economic security of
Muslim women setting a precedent for
future cases.

SSPaul, Nadia
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Going strong @75

The 2024 NATO summit concluded with pledges to
support Ukraine and strengthen defence preparedness

Atlantic Treaty, better known as NATO aiming to safeguard their collective defence

Sevemy-five years ago, 12 nations gathered in Washington, DC to sign the North

amid the rise of communism under Soviet Union. This year, 32 NATO Allies con-
vened once more in Washington, DC to make critical decisions on ensuring the protec-
tion of the member countries. In these 75 years a lot has changed. The Soviet Union
does not exist and the Warsaw Pact has been disbanded. But NATO is alive and taking
on new challenges in the emerging world order. The 2024 NATO Summit concluded after
three days of high-level discussions and strategic deliberations among the member states.
Basically, a product of cold war era, NATO has been pivotal in addressing pressing glob-
al security challenges, reaffirming commitments to collective defence, and exploring new
avenues of cooperation among the member states. One of the primary focuses of the
summit was of course reinforcing NATO's collective defence posture. In response to

escalating tensions and conflicts in various parts of
the world, NATO leaders agreed to bolster their mili-
fary capabilities and readiness. This includes increased
defence spending by member states, the deployment
of additional troops to Eastern Europe, and the enhance-
ment of cyber defence mechanisms.NATO members
reaffirmed their commitment to expanding partnerships
beyond its traditional geographical boundaries.

The summit saw increased engagement with non-
member countries, emphasising the importance of
global security cooperation. Key partners, including
Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand, par-
ticipated in discussions on shared security concerns

and collaborative initiatives. In the new world order China and Russia have emerged a
formidable player in the world arena. The ongoing conflict in Ukraine remained a criti-
cal issue at the summit. NATO reiterated its unwavering support for Ukraine's sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. NATO has remained steadfast in its support to Ukraine
and has supported Ukraine's war efforts but just about avoiding direct confrontation with
Russia and widening the scope of war. India so far has maintained a safe distance with
NATO. It has charted its own nonaligned path steering clear of either of the two blocs
NATO and now defunct, The Warsaw Pact. India, though not a NATO member, has been
closely monitoring the developments of the summit. As a major player on the global
stage, the outcomes of the NATO summit have several implications for India's strategic
interests and foreign policy. India has been increasingly engaging with NATO members
on various fronts, including defence and security cooperation. The emphasis on collec-
tive defence and partnerships at the summit opens avenues for India to deepen its strate-
gic ties with NATO countries. Joint military exercises, intelligence sharing, and defence
technology collaborations could see a significant boost, enhancing India's defence capa-

bilities.

Will Democrats
nominate Joe Biden <ia.

As the Democratic Party prepares to nominate him, questions linger about
Biden’s ability to lead, the party’s strategy and potential challengers

.S. President Joe

Biden's under-

whelming perfor-

mance in the 2024

presidential debate
last week raised concerns due to
his apparent fatigue, forgetfulness,
and confusion. This has caused
uncertainty among supporters
despite Biden's attempts to reas-
sure them in the post-debate
period. Even last week, during a
speech in Madison, Wisconsin, he
initially said he would "beat
Donald Trump again in 2020"
before correcting himself to
"2024," which added to the uncer-
tainty.According to the Spanish
newspaper El Pais, Biden has
defended himself about three
things. First, his support stayed
pretty much the same after the
debate. Secondly, most party vot-
ers want him to continue. The last
point is that other options are not
better. President Biden has
demonstrated resilience in the
face of pressure to step down. He
confidently declared at a rally in
Madison that he would run and
win again, which cheered his sup-
porters and  reassured
sceptics.President Biden's
improved performance in his
public post-debate

upcoming presidential elec-
tion. Many believe that she has
the advantage. However, her
lack of popularity could be a
significant challenge, as 49% of
Americans disapprove of her
accordmg to pollmg averages.
hope Harris will

has the potennal to significantly
reshape his chances in the
upcoming election and the
prospects of the Democratic

arty.

This shift in dynamics could
bring a sense of hope and antic-
ipation to the party. Next month,
the Democratic Party will nom-
inate President Biden as its 2024
Presidential candidate in a virtu-
al

Anganwadi workers conduct inspection of stored water to curb the spread of dengue during monsoon PTl

The synergy between
culture and economy

Culture and economy are are deeply intertwined, each influencing and
enhancing the other. This can lead to sustainable economic progress

ulture and economy
‘ are deeply intertwined,

each influencing and
shaping the other in multiple
ways. This synergy can be
observed through various
lenses, from local communi-
ty impacts to global econom-
ic trends. Cultural assets such
as traditions, arts, and her-
itage sites can drive econom-
ic growth. Cities with rich cul-
tural histories often attract
tourism, which stimulates
local businesses and generates
revenue. For example, the
cultural heritage of cities like
Paris and Rome makes them
top tourist destinations, con-
tributing significantly to their
economies.
The creative sector, including
music, film, fashion, and
design, is a major economic
driver. These industries not
only create jobs and generate
income but also foster inno-
vation and attract invest-
ments. The global success of
Hollywood and the fashion
industry in Milan and New
York are prime examples of
how culture fuels economic
activity.
Governments often imple-
ment cultural policies to boost
economic devel

structure such as museums,
theatres, and festivals, they
create vibrant communities
that attract residents, busi-
nesses, and tourists. These
investments can lead to urban
regeneration and increased
property values.

A culturally diverse workforce
brings various perspectives
and skills, fostering creati
ty and problem-solving. This
diversity can enhance a com-
pany's ability to innovate and
adapt to changing markets,
making economies more
resilient to shocks.
Globalisation has increased
cultural exchange, leading to
the spread of ideas, goods,
and services across borders.
This cultural exchange can
open new markets for busi-
nesses and create opportuni-
ties for partner-

By
investing in cultural mfxa—

ships. For instance, the glob-

al popularity of K-pop and
Japanese anime has created
vast economic opportunities
for South Korea and Japan.
Cultural education enhances
human capital by fostering
critical thinking, creativity,
and communication skills.
These qualities are essential in
the modern economy, where
knowledge and innovation
are key drivers of success.
Investing in cultural educa-
tion can thus contribute to a
more skilled and adaptable
workforce.

Maitreya Dadashri, the force
behind the summit also
shared this vision, "The syn-
ergy between culture and
economy forms the founda-
tion of sustainable develop-
ment. We envision a future
where spiritual and econom-
ic prosperity evolve hand in
hand," he said.

Countries and cities often
use culture to brand them-
selves and build soft power.
Cultural diplomacy, through
international cultural events,
exchanges, and collabora-
tions, can enhance a nation's
global image and influence,
attracting foreign investment
and tourism. Law and Justice
Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal echoed this senti-

This event will offi-
cially confirm Biden's candidacy
and establish the party’s campaign
strategy.If Biden stays in the race,
it will be tough for any other can-
didate to win the Democratic
nomination. This is because the
party rules give Biden a big
advantage. These rules include
specific guidelines for delegate
allocation and superdelegate
influence.

If Biden were to resign, who
would take his place? With only
four months before the 2024
election, finding the right person
takes a lot of work. This shows
how serious the situation is.
Kamala Harris, the current Vice
President and Joe Biden's running
mate is the top contender for the

become the Democratic pres-
idential nominee, believing it
will benefit Trump's cam-
paign.

The Trump campaign has
launched an ad with the slo-
gan: "This November, vote
Republican. Stop Kamala."A
recent poll by Reuters/Ipsos
showed that Michelle Obama
could win against Trump in
November. However, Michelle
has repeatedly said she does
not aspire to be President, so
it's doubtful she will
run.Several names are being
floated to replace President
Biden.

This includes at least six gov-
ernors: Gavin Newsom from
California, Gretchen Whitmer
from Michigan, Josh Shapiro
from Pennsylvania, J. B.
Pritzker from Illinois, and Ro
Khanna, a representative from
California. Each of these
potential ca

ndidates has their strengths
and weaknesses. For instance,
Gavin Newsom is the
favourite. Their potential to
run for office would have dif-

ferent effects on the
Democratic Party and the
upcoming_election.After the
debate, polls from CNN, The
New York Times, and The
Wall Street Journal showed
that Biden is six points behind
Trump in the country. Biden
is also trailing in the most cru-
cial states he won in 2020.

IF BIDEN WERE Fur(hcrﬁgrﬂ, oihter Smi\sl he
won—Minnesota, ew
TO RESIGN, Hampshire, New Mexico, and
WHO WOULD Yi_rginia—now seem uncer-
ain.
TAKE HIS PLACE? In 2020, four months before
the election, Biden was 9
WITH ONLY  points ahead in the polls.
FOUR MONTHS  However, he eventually won
the election with 51.25% of the
BEFORE gopulay :sogeo,/ compared to
rump's 46.8%.

THE 2024 This data suggests Biden may
face a more challenging race in
ELECTION, 2024 than 2020. When asked
FINDING whether he could run the
country for another term, he
THE RIGHT  told ABCin a recent interview.
"I believe so; I wouldn't be run-

PERSON TAKES ["bdleveses wouldntbe
nin' if T didn't think T did.
A LOT OF WORK. Igook. I';nbrl\_mnillm‘ a%ain
ecause I believe I under-
THIS SHOWS  stand best what has to be
HOW SERIOUS done to take this nation to a

THE SITUATION IS

completely new new level.
We're on our way."Polls reveal
that voters are more con-
cerned about whether the 81-
year-old President could man-
age another four years in the

White House than his 77-

year-old predecessor.
Biden needs to be more com-
petent to  win in
November.Biden was confi-
dent when he said, "If the Lord
Almighty came down and
said, ‘Joe, get out of the race,’
I'd get out of the race,” but
added, "The Lord Almighty's
not coming down." So, it is up
to God Almighty to go down
and ask him to keep out of the
race. Trump quietly observes
Biden's challenging
position.India has had a good
rapport with both Trump and
Biden. There is also bipartisan
support. Therefore, it is unlike-
ly that their South Asia and
India policies will change,
given the growing economic
influence of India. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi also
has a good rapport with both
of them.Biden is facing chal-
lenges as he moves toward
November. Trump has raised
a lot of money and still has
support from his party despite
some court decisions going
against him. Both candidates
are trying to harm each other's
reputation. Elections are
unpredictable, especially with
four months to go. Anything

could happen.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views expressed
are personal)

PRABHA GUPTA

ment at the Maitri Cultural
Economy Summit 2024. "The
Modi government has been
dedicated to nurturing culture
to harness its economic
potential,” he said. He empha-
sised that India's cultural
economy is deeply rooted in
the ancient wisdom of the
Vedas and Puranas, making it
an intrinsic part of the
nation's identity. Cultural
tourism in cities like Ayodhya,
Varanasi, and Puri, along
with major events such as the
Kumbh Mela, play a signifi-
cant role in contributing to
the GDP
In conclusion, the synergy
between culture and economy
is a powerful combo that
drives both societal and eco-
nomic progress. By recogniz-
ing and fostering this relation-
ship, policymakers, business-
es, and communities can har-
ness cultural assets to achieve
sustainable economic growth
and development. This was
aptly summed up by Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari when
he said that importance of
cultural economic governance
must be the cornerstone of
our policies.
(The writer is a social
activist and business consul-
tant; views are personal)

LETTERS h (B ([ W TR T

USE OF DIGITAL TECH IN HEALTHCARE
Madam — Apropos the article
"Transforming healthcare with digital
technologies,” published on July 9, this
is my response. The Covid-19 pandem-
ic has highlighted the urgent need for
digital transformation in the healthcare
sector. According to the 2018 Digital
‘Trends report by Econsultancy, only 7%
of healthcare and pharmaceutical com-
panies have gone digital, compared to
15% in other industries. The pandem-
ic has underscored the importance of
digitizing medical services, which can
reduce costs and improve quality.
For instance, Austria's e-Medication sys-
tem has been running successfully for
years, allowing patients to access their
electronic medical records anytime and
anywhere. Similarly, doctors in Sweden
and Denmark send e-prescriptions to
pharmacies. The UK’s National Health
Service is working with Google to
deploy Al in healthcare. Digital trans-
formation empowers patients to man-
age their treatment independently and
ensures that medical histories are read-
ily accessible in emergencies, eliminat-
ing the need for physical files.
Ranganathan Sivakumar| Chennai

RAGA AS LEADER OF OPPOSITIION
Madam — During the last week, Rahul
Gandhi visited Hathras, Manipur, and
Rae Bareilly, expressing his opinions on
various incidents as the Leader of
Opposition. This reflects a mature
Indian democracy and raises expecta-
tions for his role in the next budget ses-
sion. A 2012 government note described
the Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha as the "Shadow Prime Minister of
India."Since becoming LoP, Gandhi
has targeted Modi inside and outside
Parliament.

However, with great power comes great
responsibility. Gandhi must maintain
the sanctity of his position, opposing
questionable government policies with-
out obstructing proceedings. He should
ensure government accountability, pro-

Upgrade teaching standards in new technology

uring the IT industry boom, many engi-
D neering colleges in India emerged with-

out updated curricula, industry linkages,
pose alternatives, and facilitate smooth
functioning of the House.Gandhi’s
recent actions have portrayed him as a
proactive leader, but he must be mind-
ful of his conduct. The effectiveness of
his maiden speech as LoP is debated, but
it undeniably stirred significant respons-
es from the Prime Minister and Union
ministers. The upcoming budget session
will be keenly watched to see if the
Opposition can maintain its momen-
tum.
Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar

ADDRESS MOB LYNCHING IN UP
Madam — In 2023, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah announced a pro-
vision for the death penalty for mob
lynching under new criminal laws.
However, this commitment seems hol-
low in practice. In Shamli district,
Uttar Pradesh, scrap dealer Firoz
Qureshi was lynched by a mob, yet local
authorities downplayed the incident as
a mutual dispute.

‘When journalists Zakir Ali Tyagi and
‘Wasim Akram Tyagi reported on the

or adequate student-faculty ratios. Except for
11Ts, some NITs, and a few private colleges,
these institutions have failed to produce job-
ready graduates.
A survey by Aspiring Minds revealed that 86%
of engineers are unemployable in the knowl-
edge economy.Most private engineering col-
leges now focus on Al, ML, DS, and loT, but
90% of their teachers lack fundamental
knowledge in these fields. Teachers need con-
tinuous professional development through
refresher courses and orientation programs to
stay current. Teaching Al and Data Science
requires a different approach than program-
ming them. Addressing the gaps in teaching
standards, particularly in emerging technolo-
gies, is crucial for preparing future engineers
and maintaining the quality of education in
India.

M Suresh Babu | Hyderabad

lynching, they faced FIRs for allegedly
disturbing communal harmony.
The Press Club of India has rightly
called for the cancellation of these
FIRs, emphasizing that reporting pub-
licly available information is a corner-
stone of authentic journalism. The
arbitrary use of laws to intimidate
journalists violates Article 19(1)(A) of
the Constitution. Upholding journalis-
tic freedom is essential to maintaining
a democratic society.
Mob lynching must not be tolerated
because it represents a severe break-
down of the rule of law and undermines
the foundations of a civilized society. It
fosters a climate of fear and impunity,
where individuals take the law into their
own hands, leading to tragic and often
fatal outcomes. Such acts of violence
erode trust in legal institutions, perpet-
uate communal hatred, and jeopardize
the safety and rights of individuals.
Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Balanced Diplomacy

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s interaction with

Russian President Vladimir Putin has captured glo-

bal attention, underscoring the complexities of in-
ternational diplomacy in times of conflict. Mr Modi's
emotive reference to the tragic deaths of children in Ukr-
aine, occurring during his visit to Moscow, reveals a sign-
ificant and nuanced stance from India, balancing its str-
ategic interests with a moral appeal for peace. Mr Modi’s
remarks are striking, not only because of their timing but
also due to the context in which they were made. By ex-
pressing deep sorrow over the deaths of innocent chil-
dren, the Prime Minister delivered an implicit rebuke to
Mr Putin, a rare move for a leader of a nation that Russia
considers a friend. This moment highlights the intricate
dance of diplomacy, where words are carefully chosen to
convey a message without severing ties. India’s relation-
ship with Russia is a testament to the enduring complex-
ities of geopolitics. Historically, India has maintained a
neutral stance, refraining from condemning Russia’s
actions in Ukraine and opting instead to leverage oppor-
tunities like discounted oil amid Western sanctions on
Moscow. This pragmatism has drawn criticism, particu-
larly from Western nations, yet it reflects India’s strategic
calculations to secure its energy needs and bolster its
economy. However, Mr Modi’s recent comments signify
a subtle yet important shift. By articulating his sorrow
over the loss of innocent lives, Prime Minister Modi
aligned himself with the global humanitarian discourse,
subtly reminding Russia of the broader human costs of its
actions. This move not only aims to project India as a
credible mediator but also seeks to restore the interna-
tional community’s faith in India’s commitment to peace
and the principles of the United Nations.

For Russia, the deepening ties with India are crucial
as it faces increasing isolation from the West. The em-
phasis on economic collaboration, from nuclear energy
to space exploration, underscores Russia’s strategic pivot
towards Asia, seeking reliable partners to mitigate the
impacts of Western sanctions. Mr Modi's visit, thus, serv-
es as a reaffirmation of this partnership, even as it intro-
duces an element of moral scrutiny. The broader impli-
cations of Mr Modi’s remarks are significant. They high-
light the potential role India could play in mediating the
Ukraine conflict. As a major global player with longstan-
ding ties to both Russia and the West, India is uniquely
positioned to advocate for peaceful resolutions. Mr
Modi’s statement, suggesting that solutions cannot be
found on the battlefield, but only through dialogue, rein-
forces this potential. Moreover, the timing of Mr Modi’s
remarks, juxtaposed with his visible camaraderie with
Mr Putin, adds a layer of diplomatic sensitivity. It sends a
message that while India values its partnership with Rus-
sia, it does not condone actions that result in the loss of
innocent lives. This delicate balance of affirming strategic
ties while advocating for humanitarian considerations is
a hallmark of nuanced diplomacy. This nuanced stance
not only reaffirms India’s moral position but also
enhances its credibility on the global stage.

Jobs Illusion

India’s employment data presents a rosy picture at first

glance, with substantial growth reported year on year.

However, a deeper dive into these numbers reveals a
more complex and troubling scenario. The distinction bet-
ween employment and meaningful employment is criti-
cal, and it is here that India faces a significant challenge.
Much of the reported job growth stems from self-employ-
ment, unpaid family labour, and temporary agricultural
work. These roles, while technically counting as employ-
ment, do not provide the stability, income, or benefits asso-
ciated with formal sector jobs. This discrepancy raises
questions about the real health of the Indian labour market
and the effectiveness of current employment policies. Self-
employment and unpaid family work on farms or home-
based production often signify a lack of better opportuni-
ties rather than a genuine choice. Many people turn to
these options out of necessity. In rural areas, where for-
mal job opportunities are scarce, families rely on ag-
riculture and other informal sectors to make ends meet.
This kind of employment does not foster economic securi-
ty or upward mobility. Instead, it perpetuates a cycle of
poverty and uncertainty. The surge in agricultural employ-
ment is particularly concerning. Despite India’s progress in
various sectors, the economy remains heavily reliant on
agriculture, which employs a large portion of the work-
force but contributes a shrinking share to the GDP. This
reliance on agriculture indicates regression rather than
progress. Moving workers from agriculture to more pro-
ductive and lucrative sectors is a key development goal
that India is struggling to achieve. The quality of jobs is
another crucial aspect. Formal jobs with regular wages and
benefits are essential for economic stability and growth.
They ensure workers have a steady income, access to heal-
thcare, and other social protections. Unfortunately, only a
small fraction of the Indian workforce enjoys these benefits.
The majority are left to navigate the uncertainties of infor-
mal employment, which offers little in terms of job security
or future prospects. Economic indicators further under-
score the problem. Despite reported employment growth,
consumption remains weak. This discrepancy suggests that
the new jobs being created are not generating sufficient
income to drive spending. For an economy to thrive, job
growth must translate into increased consumption, which
fuels demand and stimulates further economic activity.
The current situation in India, where consumption growth
lags behind GDP growth, highlights the disconnect
between employment statistics and economic reality. The
government's ambitious promises of job creation have not
fully materialised, leading to growing discontent among
the population. Investment in infrastructure, pharmaceu-
ticals, and green energy sectors, as outlined in political
manifestos, is essential. However, these investments must
translate into quality jobs that provide stable incomes and
improve living standards. Without this focus, employment
growth figures will continue to mask deeper economic
issues. India’s employment challenge requires a multifac-
eted approach. Policymakers must prioritise the creation of
formal sector jobs, invest in education and skills training to
prepare the workforce for future opportunities, and ensure
that economic growth benefits all segments of society.

If the government of the day that rejoices 25th June as a black day every year is
truly committed to undo the damages of the Emergency and not repeat its grave
errors, it must notify the amendments made in Article 22 (4) to (7) by 44th Constitutional
Amendment Act which are intrinsically related to the personal liberty of a citizen

1975: EMERGENCY
DECLARED IN INDIA

he traumatic episode of

emergency must act as

a reminder of the

responsibility of demo-
cratic institutions in always safe-
guarding the freedoms and
rights of citizens. On 25 June
1975, Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi advised Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed, the then President of
India to declare a state of
National Emergency under Arti-
cle 352 of the Indian Con-
stitution. This marked the
beginning of a 21-month period
that remains one of the most
controversial and dark chapters
in the post-independence polit-
ical history of India.

The suspension of civil lib-
erties and free speech, the arbi-
trariness in government actions,
and the indiscriminate arrests of
opposition leaders and dissen-
ters under draconian preventive
detention laws, among other
measures, continue to haunt us
even today.

The 1975-77 Emergency
also witnessed embattled amen-
dments which dented the spirit
of constitutionalism. Citizenry
expected the apex court to inter-
vene during this dark time but it
instead capitulated to Indira
Gandhi's autocratic tendencies.

The court in A.D.M. Jabal-
pur v. Shivakant Shukla (AIR
1976 SC 1207) a severely criti-
cized case, held that certain fun-
damental rights, including the
right to liberty, did not survive
the executive's proclamation of
emergency. That decision only
served to erode further the apex
court's esteem.

Taking lessons from this
hostile experience, the newly
constituted Parliament on 30
April 1979 in exercise of its
power under Article 368 of the
Constitution passed the 44th
Amendment.

The amendment was a ma-
jor constitutional overhaul, pas-
sed by the Janata Party govern-
ment to undo the regressive co-
nstitutional changes made dur-
ing the Emergency of 1975-77
through the 42nd Amendment
and to bring in safeguards
against similar abuses of power
by future governments.

The amendment restored
the original position by ensur-
ing that rights under Article 21
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could not be suspended even
during an Emergency.

Given the mass detentions
of opposition leaders during the
emergency, significant safe-
guards were added to Article 22
of the Constitution to tackle the
evil of preventive detention
(Section 3 of the Constitution
44th Amendment Act, 1978).

The vital features of the said
section were: first, period of
detention under any preventive
detention act was reduced from
three months to two months;
second, the advisory board must
give its opinion for extension of
detention period beyond two
months before the expiry of
two months; and

dhi once again returned to pow-
erand enacted a new preventive
detention law i.e. the National
Security Act (NSA), 1980 which
remains in effect till present.
The NSA authorizes the
central government and the
state governments to utilize pre-
ventive detention in certain
cases. The central and state gov-
ernments, as well as district
magistrates and police commis-
sioners, are empowered to det-

Yet, the attitude of the Supreme
Court with respect to the pre-
ventive detention law did not
change.

In this context, the SC got
an opportunity to examine the
constitutional validity of the
National Security Act in A.K. Roy
v. Union of India (AIR 1982 SC
710). The court not only entirely
upheld the validity of the NSA
but also declined to ask the gov-
ernment to implement the
made in Article 22

ain any “with a view
to preventing him from acting
in any manner prejudicial to”
various state objectives includ-
ing national security and public
order (section 3(1) (a).

An

third, the compo-
sition of the ad-
visory board was
specified so as to
ensure the rule of
law for the detenu
in actual practice,
so that justice is
not only done but -
seen to be done in
case of preventive

y
= made under NSA
has to be referred
to an Advisory
Board within three
weeks from the
date of detention
(section 10). The
board has to sub-
mit its report with-
in seven weeks
from the date of

detention. YOGESH detention.

The Board co- R The Advisory
nsists of a service | e Law | Board is i
judge of the | U imarayfisoasne | edbyJudgesof the
appropriate High | views exressedare personal | High Court or per-
Court as the Chair- sons ified to
man and two be appointed as

retired or serving High Court
judges as members.

However, Section 1(2) pro-
vided that the provisions of the
Constitution 44th Amendment
Act 1978 shall come into force
on such date as the Central
Government may by notifica-
tion in the official gazette pro-
vide and different dates may be
appointed for different provi-
sions of this Act.

Parliament conferred on
the Union Government the dis-
cretion as to when it would
bring the amendment into force
by notification.

All the constitutional chan-
ges brought through the 44th
Amendment were enforced by
the then Janata Party govern-
ment except the one that deals

and izi

the judge of the High Court. But
the person detained does not
have the right to be legally rep-
resented.

Sometimes when govern-
ments fail, people get hope from
the judiciary, especially the
Supreme Court which has been
entrusted with the i i

(4) to (7) by 44th Constitutional
Amendment Act.

However, in their dissent-
ing note, Justices A.C. Gupta and
V.D. Tulzapurkar reasoned that
Parliament only gave the exec-
utive limited discretion to notify
the provision within a “reason-
able” time frame.

They also observed that the
executive clearly was in a posi-
tion to implement the amend-
ment as a preventive detention
law with similar safeguards
had been passed initially, but
these safeguards were removed
from subsequent iterations of
the law.

Even the majority in A.K.
Roy observed that “Parliament
could not have intended that the
central government may exer-
cise a kind of veto over its con-
stituent will by not ever bring-
ing the Amendment or some of
its provisions into force.” Forty-
six years later, one wonders
whether successive central gov-
ernments have indeed effective-
ly vetoed Parliament.

Since all other amendments
of the various Acts under the same
Constitution Act,

of civil liberties in India.

The post-Emergency peri-
od saw serious efforts by the
Supreme Court to recapture its
legitimacy which was eroded

1978 have already been notified
by the Government of India, this is
nothing but hostile discrimination
as far as personal liberty of a per-
son detained under any preven-
o Cetain or any Tt

during the cy.

In the Maneka Gandhi case
(AIR 1978 SC 597) the Supreme
Court sturdily echoed that Arti-
cles 14, 19 and 21 will offer a
composite test for any legisla-
tion or executive action rather
than examining it in silos.

with i i
the preventive detention frame-
work under the Constitution
(Sections 1(2) and 3 of the am-
endment).

Two years later, Indira Gan-

sup-
planted “procedure established
by law” in Article 21, with “due
process” despite the extensive
debates in the Constituent Asse-
mbly pointing to the contrary.

law
isa fraud on the constitution.

If the government of the
day that rejoices 25th June as a
black day every year is truly
committed to undo the dam-
ages of the Emergency and not
repeat its grave errors, it must
notify the amendments made in
Article 22 (4) to (7) by 44th Con-
stitutional Amendment Act
which are intrinsically related
to the personal liberty of a
citizen.
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China, Bangladesh
always cooperate
toward a better
future

t the invitation of Premier Li

Qiang, Bangladeshi Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina is pay-

ing an official visit to China
from Monday to Wednesday. This is
Sheikh Hasina's fifth visit to China and
her first in five years.

This visit is of historic significance,
as it will enable the two sides to build
on the past achievements and forge
bilateral relations in the future. Dur-
ing the visit, Sheikh Hasina will hold
meetings with and call on Chinese
leaders. The visit, therefore, will inject
vibrant impetus into bilateral relations
and cooperation in various fields, and
help make new achievements in the
China-Bangladesh strategic partner-
ship of cooperation and elevate bilat-
eral ties to new heights.

Amodern town built by a Chinese
company on a plot of barren land in
Khulna, Bangladesh, aims to provide
support for a large power plant. [Photo
by Ma Rui/For chinadaily.com.cn]

The friendship between China
and Bangladesh was founded and nur-
tured by the older generation of lead-
ers of both countries. In the 49 years
since the establishment of diplomatic
ties, China and Bangladesh have
always respected and treated each
other as equals, pursued mutual bene-
fit and win-win results, supported each
other on issues concerning each
other's core interests, and worked
together on the path to realizing their

al tali;
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tion, thus setting a shining example of
friendly coexistence and win-win
cooperation.

The amicable cooperation betw-
een China and Bangladesh exhibits
strong vitality, dynamism, and growth
potential, is not targeted at any third
party, and is welcomed and support-
ed by people of both countries, con-
tributing to regional and international
peace and stability, as well as fostering
development and prosperity.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
reiterated that China is Bangladesh's
most trustworthy development part-
ner and most reliable friend. This is the
most vivid portrayal of the relationship
between the two countries.

Since the establishment of diplo-
matic relations 49 years ago, China and
Bangladesh have made remarkable
achievements in their respective na-
tional construction, economic devel-
opment and modernization drive.
China has become the world's second-
largest economy, won the biggest
poverty-alleviation battle in history,
built a moderately prosperous society
in all respects on schedule, and
advanced the great cause of building
China into a strong country and achie-
ving national rejuvenation through
Chinese modernization.

Bangladesh seeks to be self-reliant
in feeding nearly 180 million Bangla-
deshi people, and to maintain long-term
political stability and realize rapid eco-
nomic development. The country's aver-
age annual GDP growth rate in the past
decade has exceeded 6 percent, and its
GDP is more than $450 billion and per
capita GDP nearly $2,800 Its economic
strength has risen to the second place in
South Asia. Bangladesh has transformed
from one of the poorest countries into
one of the fastest growing economies in
the world, leading South Asian countries
in terms of life expectancy, literacy, and
female labor force participation rate, per-
forming what is popularly called the "Bay
of Bengal Miracle" and becoming one of
the leaders in the Global South.

ES

Dera culture

SIR, The tragic Hathras stampede
during a religious congregation
that claimed over a hundred lives
and left several injured has once
again caused serious nationwide
concern about public safety as
noted in your editorial, “Tragedy
in Hathras”, 4 July.

The mayhem has also brou-
ght the role of the political execu-
tive, the bureaucracy and the or-
ganisers who violated the Nation-
al Disaster Management Authori-
ty (NDMA)’s guidelines on man-
aging crowds at events and ven-
ues of mass gatherings under a
scanner and raised questions that
need solid answers.

Why did the local adminis-
tration allow the gathering of
devotees beyond the permissible
limit on the basis of false infor-
mation? Why wasn't spot inspec-
tion about the security arrange-
ment carried out? Why was the
police arrangement inadequate?

Why didn’t the organisers
seek police help in managing the
streaming crowd? How dare the
volunteers refuse to cooperate

with the police in traffic control
and obstruct them from discharg-
ing duties? Why did Bhole Baba's
personal security men frantically
push and shove the attendees,
triggering the stampede? Was
there a conspiracy? Why was the
self-styled godman not named in
the FIR? Did he enjoy any politi-
cal patronage?

The UP government should
hold those responsible for crimi-
nal lapse accountable, including
the spiritual guru, and ensure
speedy justice and adequate ex-
gratia to the victims and their dis-
traught families.

It is imperative to check the
menace of fake ‘dera’ culture
flourishing in the country.

Yours, etc., DS Kang,
Hoshiarpur, 8 July.

FM'S CHALLENGE

SIR, After a stormy Lok Sabha ses-
sion, the date for the budget ses-
sion has been announced. Tele-
com companies like Jio and Bhar-
ti Airtel have already increased

epaperthestatesman.com

their tariffs. The focus now is on
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman who could give some
respite to the common man by
reducing the price of essential
commodities.

It seems strange that before
she could address these genuine
issues, coalition partners of the

ROCKY FUTURE

BJP, Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar and Andhra Pradesh
chief minister Chandrababu
Naidu have demanded special
grants of Rs 50,000 crore each
for their states.

Over the last ten years, the
better days had never come for
the people of this country, despite

the BJP having a majority. Can
Mrs Sitaraman who is heading
the finance ministry for the third
time, bring in radical changes and
reforms or will she surrender to
the wishes of coalition partners?
Yours, etc.,
Janga Bahadur Sunuwar,
Bagrakote, 9 July.

SIR, Please refer to today’s report “Initiate action against wrong beneficiaries: SC”. The way ahead for
24 lakh medical aspirants looks rocky. Deliberations on entrance test NEET'’s question paper leak are
slipping into a maze. The Supreme Court said that a retest is an “extreme last resort” ~ only in play if
leaks were “systemic” and compromised the entire test, and if it was not possible to identify how
many, and who, benefitted from the breach. Nodal test agency NTA says the breach isn’t systemic,
didn’t compromise the test at the all-India level, and was limited to the centres of Godhra and

Patna. Its claims are curious.

In today’s always-online world, it’s near-naive to imagine that question papers would be con-
fined to geographical origins of the leak. The scary part is that weeks after revelations of the breach,
the only “solution” on the table is a retest, which is a non-starter. Measures taken so far have been
drops in the ocean of overhaul required.

Ninety-three candidates have been debarred, and an SC-directed re-test was conducted to cor-
rect NTA's very own grace-marks fiddle. In the uncertainty, counselling, the next step of allotting col-
leges, has been indefinitely delayed.

That means 13 lakh candidates who qualified have been left high and dry. The academic calen-
dar indefinitely delayed, it's clear that NEET, introduced as a reform, has plunged medical education
into chaos. What is unfolding this year with NEET-UG ~ there’s no end in sight for students’ anxiety
~ is making it more than evident that centralisation of tests can derail an entire academic year, and
future of students. That conversation must also be renewed.
Yours, etc., Khokan Das, Kolkata, 10 July.
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Secular remedy

Muslim women’s right to maintenance
under secular laws is well established
I n holding that a divorced Muslim woman is

not barred from invoking the secular reme-
dy of seeking maintenance under the Code
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), the Supreme
Court of India has done well to clarify an impor-
tant question concerning the impact of a 1986 law
that appeared to restrict their relief to what is al-
lowed in Muslim personal law alone. The enact-
ment of the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Divorce) Act, 1986, was a watershed moment
that is seen as having undermined the country’s
secular ethos by seeking to nullify a Court judg-
ment in the Shah Bano case (1985), which al-
lowed a divorced Muslim woman to apply for
maintenance from a magistrate under Section 125
of the CrPC. Subsequently, the 1986 law was
upheld by a Constitution Bench in 2001 after
coming close to declaring its provisions unconsti-
tutional for discriminating against Muslim wo-
men. The Act was declared valid after the Bench
read it down in such a way as not to foreclose the
secular remedy for Muslim women. Several High
Court judgments took diferent views on whether
Muslim women should avail of Section 3 of the
1986 Act or Section 125 of CrPC. The latest verdict
by a Bench of Justice BV. Nagarathna and Justice
Augustine George Masih settles this question by
holding that the codifcation of a Muslim wo-
man’s rights in the 1986 Act — including the right
to maintenance during the /ddat period, provi-
sion for a dignifed life until she remarries, and
return of mehr and dowry — was only in addition
to and not in derogation of her right to seek main-
tenance like a woman of any other religion.
Justice Masih, in his main opinion, concludes
that both the personal law provision and the sec-
ular remedy for seeking maintenance ought to
exist in parallel in their distinct domains. While
the CrPC may be invoked by a woman if she was
unable to maintain herself, the 1986 Act makes it
a Muslim husband'’s obligation to provide for his
divorced wife and her children up to a certain
point. Justice Nagarathna, in her concurring opi-
nion, looks at the social purpose behind the pro-
vision for maintenance in the CrPC, namely that
it aims to prevent vagrancy among women by
compelling the husband to support his wife. The
1986 Act codifed the right available to a divorced
Muslim woman in personal law. This right is in
addition to, and not at the cost of, the rights avail-
able in existing law. The verdict is a great exam-
ple of the Court using harmonious interpretation
to expand the scope of rights as well as to secular-
ise access to remedies. In the process, the Court
has also neutralised the perception that the right
of Muslim women to seek maintenance under
secular provisions stood extinguished since 1986.

Can of worms
The government must ensure greater
transparency in NEET

rust can be everything, in governance.

I The can of worms that split open with the
publication of results of the National Elig-

ibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)-UG-2024 has
elevated the entrance examination for medical
(and dental) seats to a metaphor for distrust in
the system, among the people. This year, dogged

Reading the tea leaves ahead of China’s Third Plenum

ommentators in the West have been
stating for some time that it was time to
move beyond the rosy vision of a
post-Cold War world, as, according to
them, Moscow and Beijing (and certain other
states aligned with them) could no longer be
expected to become responsible stakeholders
within a rules-based international order. Against
this backdrop, considerable attention is being
devoted to the Third Plenum of China’s 20th
Party Congress for signs of a possible thaw. There
is a lingering hope that the plenum, scheduled to
be held from July 15-18, might signify a shift in
policy and a change in direction, at least as far as
China is concerned. Pessimism is, nevertheless,
rife in the West that China would ever subscribe
to the idea that the security of every country is
intimately linked to the security of the other. Yet,
China is well known to spring surprises.
Meantime, a belief exists in the West that China
had ‘peaked’ economically following its
disastrous ‘Zero COVID’ policy. Also, that China’s
economy is still in terminal decline. Hence, the
plenum might well pave the way for a change in
direction, unlikely though it might look as of now.
There is, thus, considerable interest, all around,
about the eventual outcome of the plenum.

Economic reforms, issues
The fact that the date of the Third Plenum has
been advanced this time — it normally takes place
in October or November of the year following the
standard Five Year Party Congress interval — has
spurred this speculation that China is
contemplating sweeping reforms to ensure
China'’s rapid progress in the period ahead. Third
Plenums typically set the economic strategy for
the next fve to 10 years, and are generally viewed
as the most crucial Plenum in the Central
Committee’s fve-year cycle. Across the world,
many still recall that it was at the Third Plenary
Session of the 11th Party Congress in December
1978 that Deng Xiaoping unveiled a whole new
range of economic reforms that set China on the
path of economic resurgence.

That China has economic problems is not
denied: an ageing population, shrinking
workforce, high levels of debt, and an economy
that is still facing problems, notwithstanding the
measures that have been put in place. This has
given rise to a great deal of pessimism within
China itself about its future. Hopes are high that
the Plenum will come out with certain new
guidelines that would at least convey an
impression to the people and the world outside
that China’s economy is in good shape.

It has been a long time since any meeting
devoted almost entirely to economic reforms has

-

M.K. Narayanan

a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
aformer National
Security Adviser, and
a former Governor
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There is some
hope that the
plenum might
point to a
change in
direction

for China

been programmed by the leaders of China’s
Communist Party. Most outside experts, however,
are uncertain whether the plenum would indeed
provide China an opportunity to experiment with
new ideas. Further, that the current leadership
would do so. Understandably, China’s ‘Maximum
Leader’, Xi Jinping, is hardly in a position to
repeat what Deng Xiaoping said at the plenum in
1978 (which was held after Mao's demise), that
China had been 30% wrong, though 70% right.
This would amount to an admission of failure on
Mr. Xi’'s part, which could impact his future.

The view about China’s ‘intentions”

The West's drumbeat of allegations against China
is, meanwhile, set to continue. Notwithstanding
the outcome of the plenum deliberations, they
will convince themselves that China’s ‘gray zone
coercion’ tactics are likely to continue. Activities
such as ‘disinformation’ campaigns, interference
in elections in democracies, military provocations
in the seas around China, within and outside the
First and Second Island Chains, the threat to
Taiwan and countries in the South and East China
Seas will, they claim, remain. Taiwan would also
continue to remain the centrepiece of China’'s
military and propaganda ofensive.

Countries in Asia in particular, may, therefore,
need to contend specifcally with the threat posed
by a mix of Chinese values, cultural
expansionism, and national security paranoia.
China’s Global Development Initiative (GDI),
Global Security Initiative (GSI) and Global
Civilization Initiative (GCI) well encompass many
of China’s beliefs, leaving little scope for any
adjustment. Having elevated the issue of national
security to the highest level, Mr. Xi in turn sees
danger everywhere. And this increases the
paranoia about China’s intentions in Asia, as also
elsewhere.

China's approach is, thus, likely to add a great
deal of 'fux’ to an already difcult regional and
global situation. It could also pose a dilemma for
India’s policymakers. For many years now, and
more so since 2020, India’s relations with China
have remained under deep strain. This is not
solely due to the tense situation prevailing on the
China-India border, but has been the catalyst. As
far as the border is concerned, the Chinese still
demonstrate little ‘give’, despite India indicating a
willingness to show more fexibility.

The result of all this is that both China and
India appear to be hardening their attitudes.
Already, reams are being written in India about
the size of Beijing’s growing missile and nuclear
inventory. China’s approach to the deployment of
dual capability missiles is being adversely
commented upon. Members from India’'s

strategic community also continue to draw
attention to the danger posed by China’s Rocket
Force (which oversees its nuclear and
conventional missiles), and about the advances
made by China in space and electronic warfare.
The broad hint is that India should prepare for
the worst, and take adequate steps in the event of
a confrontation.

The issue, therefore, is whether a
confrontation is inevitable, or whether an
attempt could be made to defect China’s ‘evil
intentions’ through diplomacy and other means.
This has no relationship to the relative diference
in China’s and India’s force structure, and is
intended, at best, to avoid any misadventure
through wrong signalling. There is no hint
forthcoming, that China would respond positively
to such overtures, given China’s hard line stance
and its aggressive mien. This is, however, as good
atime as any for any experimentation, given that
the economic and the strategic consequences of a
confict would be grim for both countries.

‘Where India stands

Today, India is far better positioned than China to
take such an initiative. It is on the cusp of
becoming a ‘major’ from a ‘middle level’ power.
Its economic parameters are among the best in
the world at present. It has a strong and focused
leadership and has friends across the spectrum in
all corners of the world. An initiative on India’s
part at this time would not be seen as a sign of
weakness; it would be tantamount to a major
initiative in favour of world peace. In the long
history of China-India rivalry and confict, from
the early 1960s till date, there have been many
periods when India has taken the initiative, and
on occasions with spectacular outcomes. In the
realm of diplomacy, place names such as
Sumdorong Chu and Wangdung still reverberate.
In terms of grand initiatives, Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's path-breaking visit to
China in 1988 and his discussions with Deng
Xiaoping at the time, ensured almost three
decades of peace for India and the world.

The situation today is again less tense than
during many periods in the past. ‘Peace is not at
hand’, but India today holds a stronger card,
vis-a-vis China, than at any time in modern
history. Mr. Xi invoking a relevance to the Five
Principles of Peaceful Co-existence (Panchsheel
by India) in Beijing (to mark the 70th anniversary
of the Panchsheel) could well provide the
opportunity for India to embark on a grand new
initiative. It is India’s choice to do this or not.
What is certain is that to have a successful result
would be highly benefcial for India and China,
Asia and the world.

Breaking the taboo around men’s reproductive health

orld Population Day (July 11) has
passed. As we grapple with the
multifaceted challenges of global

population dynamics, it is crucial to turn the
spotlight on a subject often overshadowed in
discussions on reproductive health: male

infertility. Male infertility remains a sti i

L=

Dr. Priyanka

exposure to certain infections. External factors
such as environmental pollution and an
indiscriminate use of pesticides on crops,
plastics, and plasticisers can also afect fertility
and infuence the epigenetic makeup. Lifestyle
factors such as diets, sleep patterns, work

and consumption of alcohol and

issue, shrouded in silence and with
misconceptions. This neglect exacerbates the
emotional and psychological toll on those who
are afected and impedes progress towards
efective solutions.

Parte

Scientist F, Indian
Council of Medical
Research, National
Institute for Research

In 2004, the World Health O ion (WHO)
that globally, between 60 million to 80

by accusations of paper leak, and
technical failures, besides the grant of grace
marks to some students, NEET, which was con-
ceived to homogenise selection on merit, has
now morphed into a beast that is far removed
from its original idea. The Supreme Court of In-
dia, on Thursday, rescheduled the NEET-UG
hearing to July 18, to address complaints regard-
ing irregularities and malpractices during the ex-
am conducted by the National Testing Agency
(NTA). A CBl investigation into the charges is on-
going. Meanwhile, the Centre has leaned heavily
on a report, a data analysis, submitted by IIT Ma-
dras, examining the results to see if malpractices
have occurred. The report's executive summary
claimed that there was no abnormality that was
discovered in a centre and city-wise analysis that
was done for two years. The analysis was carried
out for the top 1.4 lakh ranks in the country. It
further stated that there was no evidence of eith-
er mass malpractice or a localised set of candi-
dates benefting. The overall increase of marks
among students, a charge that was laid out initial-
ly, is attributed to the 25% reduction in syllabus,
and it confrms that this occurred across multiple
cities. However, outrage among student appli-
cants on social media continues.

While NEET is no stranger to controversy, with
States opposing it, the charges that have been le-
velled against it this year have had the efect of in-
voking distrust against the test among a larger
subsect of chary students across the country. The
only way to move forward from here is to ensure
that the issue is debated threadbare on public
platforms and all doubt is removed, instead of
trying to sweep the worms that have spilled out
under the carpet. Loud denials of malpractice
should be matched with the willingness to en-
gage with those afected in a public forum and
provide clarifcations. Where errors have taken
place, as is possible in an exercise of this scale, it
behoves a proper acknowledgement and apolo-
gy. When trust is violated, the reparation for it
should sometimes be utter honesty. For the lon-
ger term, the government must introduce greater
limpidity in the examination process, and make
sure that the NTA and its line agencies remain
committed to maintaining transparency. It might
also be the opportunity to set right other issues
raised about the conduct of the examination it-
self, including security checks on students.

cM
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million couples struggle with infertility. However,
the exact prevalence of infertility in India remains
unspecifed according to the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) National Guidelines for
Accreditation, Supervision and Regulation of
Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART) Clinics
(2005). Extrapolating from WHO's data, it is
suggested that approximately 13 million to 19
million Indian couples may face infertility issues.
This incidence is only set to increase, shaped by
factors such as environmental pollution and
adverse lifestyle shifts. Male infertility accounts
for 50% of all infertility cases in the country.
Thus, it is important to shed light on male
infertility, understand its causes, and identify
solutions to aid the millions of afected couples.

Understanding the subject

Male infertility is not a standard experience. Its
causes, and therefore its forms, vary. Infertility in
men can manifest as an absence of sperm, low
sperm count, low sperm motility, or both. The
form of infertility can depend on various factors
that include stress, hormonal imbalance, genetic,
anatomical and epigenetic factors, or even

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

in and
Child Health
(ICMR-NIRRCH)

It is time to
recognise and
address the
subject of male
reproductive
health issues
in India

tobacco also play a major role. Adding to these
factors is a growing preference for late marriages
among youth, creating challenges due to
declining sperm quality with age.

While the challenges listed above may appear
daunting, male reproductive health can be
safeguarded through various lifestyle
interventions. First and foremost, it is imperative
to be aware of reproductive and sexual health
and the factors that infuence it, particularly
during the formative period from secondary
school to junior college. Here, parents,
particularly fathers, play a critical role and must
educate their sons on the issue. At an individual
level, young men should proactively adopt good
lifestyle practices, ensuring healthy eating,
regular sleep patterns, and eliminating the
consumption of alcohol, tobacco, and other
intoxicants. While mobile phones and laptops
have become occupational hazards in most felds,
their excessive usage, in proximity to the body,
should be avoided. Stress is a major deterrent to
reproductive health, and regular exercise, yoga,
and meditation can go a long way in reducing its
adverse efects on well-being. Couples together
must also adopt such healthy lifestyle practices to
safeguard their reproductive health and enhance
their well-being.

Treatment options
While lifestyle interventions play a critical
preventative role, it is also important to discuss

treatments available for those grappling with
infertility. Treatment options are varied, and their
efcacy depends on the cause and the form of
infertility. It is important to seek help from a
medical professional to identify and treat the
issue. The medical professional will guide the
person to undergo a routine semen analysis,
conducted after a two to seven day period of
sexual abstinence (WHO recommended). If the
issue is physical or anatomical such as blocked
sperm fow, undescended testicles, or an
abnormal urethral opening, these can be fxed
with surgery. If the issue is an absence of sperm,
then treatments such as intra cytoplasmic sperm
injection (ICSI) should be undertaken.
Alternatively, couples facing this issue can also
opt for donor sperm insemination or adoption. In
cases where the sperm count is very low, there is
a chance for the couple to conceive naturally if
sperm motility is very good. However, if both
sperm count and motility are low, intrauterine
insemination (IUI), in vitro fertilisation (IVF), or
ICSI are advocated. In cases of male infertility due
to gene mutation/s, genetic counselling is of
utmost importance before seeking the support of
assisted reproductive technologies such as IVF
and ICSI.

With millions of couples in India facing
infertility issues, there is an urgent need for open
and informed discussions on reproductive health.
Itis time to recognise and address the signifcant
issue of male reproductive health. Awareness
building, sex education, and timely medical
interventions are key to supporting couples on
their journey to parenthood. By breaking the
taboo surrounding male infertility and fostering a
more informed and supportive environment, we
can help many couples realise their dream of
having children.

Court on maintenance
The Supreme Court of
India's verdict (Page 1,
“Divorced Muslim women
entitled to secular remedy:
SC’, July 1) will truly
empower them financially
and socially. This is yet
another landmark judgment
by the apex Court after
Mary Roy vs The State Of
Kerala (1986) that gave
equal rights to Syrian
Christian women as their
male siblings in matters of
inheritance.

N.A. Joseph,

Ettumanoor, Kottayam, Kerala

The Court ruling is not only
the need of the times but

would also go a long way in
empowering divorced
Muslim women. It will
protect their individuality
and enhance their
self-respect.

C.G. Kuriakose,
Kothamangalam, Kerala

Judge on the homemaker
Justice B.V. Nagarathna of
the Supreme Court of India
has hit the mark in her
comments on a lack of
emotional and financial
security that many Indian
women homemakers face
(Inside pages, July 11).
Financial empowerment is
only the second stage in the
journey towards financial

independence. The first
step is financial awareness.
In most Indian homes, all
financial decisions are taken
by the man without even
consulting his wife, even in
those cases where the wife
contributes to the
household income. Every
Indian woman should be
aware of the state of the
household balance sheet.
This alone will enable her to
help make the right
monetary decisions. It will
also relieve some of the
burden on the husband
who is expected to know
everything about finance.
Sharada Sivaram,

Emakulam, Kerala

As patriarchy is deeply
entrenched in our society,
men cannot be expected to
heed the advice of Justice
Nagarathna and do “justice’
by sharing their income
with their wives.

The passing of a law that
makes working men to
share a percentage of their
income, say 10%, with their
wives to meet their
personal needs, over and

above the amount being
given towards household
expenses, may be the
solution. Such a law would
definitely help in increasing
awareness about the
necessity for the financial
independence of
homemaker housewives
and, eventually, a change in
the mindset of men.
Kosaraju Chandramouli,
Hyderabad

Corrections & Clarifications

In a report, "Ahead of Congress leader’s vis, fring reported in Jiribam”™
(Inside pages, July 9, 2024), a sentence in the third paragraph read, ‘The
houses were occupied, the police said. It should have been “Neither of
the houses were occupied, the police said.’

The Readers' Editor's ofice can be contacted by Telephone:

U.S. presidential race

U.S. President Joe Biden
should end his reelection
bid. This would not only be
in the interests of the
United States and the
Democrats but also in his
own best interest (‘World"
page, July 11). By doing so,
he would escape defeat at
the hands of Donald Trump
and also preserve the
legacy of his long and
illustrious career. Such a
step would also provide the
Democrats with an option
to field an energetic and
fresh face who can take on
Mr. Trump.

Rajdeep Mahanta,

Guwahati, Assam
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CONTRAPUNTO

Love is grand, Divorce is a hundred grand.
~SHINICHI SLITUKI

Cross Vote On Mind

Today’s MLC election in Maharashtra is a trailer to
the pothoiler that the state’s assembly polls will he
Ir’s mateh time again in Maharashira. If the Lok Sabha election

was considered a semifinal to Oct's high-siakes assembly poll,
the vote today o elect 11 legiskative council members is no less
pificant. Maharashira, one of six states with a beglslative
eouncil, has 78 members, 20 of whom are elected by MLAsS. All eyes
are on the 274 MLAs expected to cast their vote today toelect these
1l members from 12 candidatos.

Crosscurrents|If all goesto plan-and safe tosay noone éxpects
it to - Mahayvuti is set to win 9. BJE has 5 nominees, Shinde Sena 2
and Ajit Pawar 2. MVA has fielded 3, though it can win fwo, given its
numbers in the lower house, Then there’s Uddhav Thackeray's
swag, “We wouldn't have fielded o third nomines had we not been
confident.” It's crunch time.

Simply eross| Flashback tofune 2022's MLC election has parties
Jttery. Matters startedunravelllng for then CM Uddlhav's MYA govt,
with eross-voting in that MLC election.
MVA legizlators cross-voted, resulting in
Congress losing one of Its two allotiad
seats, which came as o shock right after a
Rajya Sabha loss. At the time, Fadnavis
had explained the cross-vote as falloutof a
“Iotof anger in MVA™. It wassoon fol lowed
by Eknath Shinde's clakm on the party and
walkout with MLAs.

Fingers crossed | With 26 of 45 L5
seats now in its kitty, MVA is hanking on
crose-votes mostly from Shinde Sens and Ajit Pawar's NCR
That's why Mahayuti and UBT Sena corralled their MLAz into
Tuxury safie-houses, Mumbal's Nve-star hatels

An MLC winner needs 235 first-preference votes, BJI has 103
MLAs, Shinde Senad8, Ajit Pawar NCP42, Congress 37, UBT Sena 15
and Sharad Pawar NCP 10, Prakash Ambedkar's BVA has 3 and he
has fallen out with MVA.SPhas 2, AIMIM 2, PIP2and 7 part ies have
Lesich, There are 13 Independent MLAS, Thers's plenty on (o ensure
MLAzstay inplace, and to snag the “non-aligned” ML, )\ Voites,

Lines crossed | In s right-ear nest fightare and twn

CONTROL THE CHOICES

CHOOSE THE CONTROLS
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Alimony & Ghost Of Shah Bano

Muslim women cannot be left destitute by misinterpreting the 1986 law. SC has said. What this
also implies is that every Indian is free to live their life under secular law if they choose

Mikira Sood

This week suw 8s revivalism from mm
unlibely guarter - the Swpreme Court
omee gain riled that & Muslim wemen

i entitled 10 seck painlenance under

spenlor Baw, and her rights are not

restricted @ the proviskms of Muslim
persomal baw alone. The impact af tis similar mling
neary 40 vears ago can hardly be overvtated.

Shah Bamo case | In 1517, 0 woman
numed Shah Bano sought malnte
mance from her hushand under
Section 129 of the Criminil Proce-
dure Code for herself and their five
children. They had been marréed
fr 41 yesars when Te semarr ied sl
thirow b ot of thae house
The MP high court ordered a
maonthly payment af £174, against
which 8] Banws husband, o
Ty, filod anappesd {0 SC argving
thatas per Muslim law, e was only
requived (o pay her during the
iddut peciod - the three months
after diviroe during which she ks
nod permitted to remarTy
1 v o thven Clubel Justice of
lnalia ¥V Chandlrachiod whe headed
the bench in 18966 that acoopted
b plea. Tho court recognized hor
ciimiinstanees, dad  held Uit
Fimiting the vighis of a womin in
s manner would be wnjust, and that seoular lew
spplies toull, irres pective of religon,

1986 Act | The paliticnl fallout af this decishon drove
the Rajiv Gandhi govt to pass the Muslim Women
Protection dgihts on Dsorce Act, 'I'“h_ effectively
mullifying the Shah Rane rul lng by fiseld

provide for ber. Undex L

be
payiihbe for e ar unil the worman remare jes, and for
childron tillthe ageaf majority

Subsequest cases | A slew af petitions was flled
challonging the constitutionality of the 1906 law,
notably by Danisl Latifi, who had been Shah Bann's
lzwyer Heargued that the prowis ion for maintemsince
by relatives was (llusory and demeaning. and not
exttending seectlar law to Muslims wos discrininatory,
Theeourtheld that if a Muslim woman wis placed i

an inferior situntion under personal law than under
Sectson 15, the law wouwli be unconst i onel. Hwever,
AT e D e At st 10y nviabdl Wich b oditesatie,
it wornn I e Ssyied.

Tihaes, the Actwos upheld, butealy by interproting it
such that *reasonabte and fair mointenance” «
i 1

u a commprebenaive code nn afimany for Mualin women,
It provided for o “reasonable and falr” majrtmenon
within the kddat perlod for & wife, and for children up
torthe npeof Lyenrs,

1F shie was unhie to makotain herseil or ber chiit
rem after this perind, responsihility woeusd fll noton

NCPs. It is here that loyalty lines blur: Ajit Pawar, especially, finds
himself putting out videos ln selfpralse even as wncle Sharad
Pawar sayshis arms, and doors. areopen to MLAs who followed the
nephew to Mahayur. Mahayuti isalso hawleeyed on UBT ssurprise
nominee, Milind Marvekar - with cross-party influence and
camaraderie. [t'sjitters all around

In Poor Test

That UGC-NET may have been cancelled over a
false alarm shows how broken the system is

f more proof were needed of the way the exnm system is run in
I}hi.ﬂ country; we hawe it through news reports about UGC-NET

belng cancelled on the basks of nonredible evidence. CBI
investigating the UGC-NET ‘paper leak'. has apparently found that
ascreenshot of question paper on Telegram on the day of exam was
posted AFTER it was conductod.

From one extreme to other | Talk of a Kneejerk reaction. 1t
beats credibility thet authorities made a momentous decision
Impacting more than 8L smdents without a thorough investization,
Thismust be contrasted with theextreme reluctanee shown by NTA
toscknowledge rregularities in NEET-UG held earlier, for which
theere was good evidence. The latest
revelation 18 also bound to False
cuestions i thers was suflicient
reason to posipone the safer CET-
baged CSIR-NET. There s more to this
year's UGCNET that is baffling. It was
held in pen-and-paper mode aner years

of offfine computer exams UGC was
behind the switch and it went ahead wlthoul a
Full strength nbeing inplace and minus any 5

reenmnmendations. Clearly. no questions were asked.

Acting In haste | What these cvents highlight is that ad hocism,
rather than due deliberation, is behind such decisions. And saving
face when things go wrong overrides the objective of fixing the
exam system. This is more than evident in the official stance before
SC in NEET-UG case. To SC's querios over a retest, education mini-
siry & NTA continue to Insist, despite evidence to the contrars that
the leak was locallsed and the overall exam was not compromised.
Such an approach might bail them out this time, but there is noa
puarantes we won't Face the same situstion in the futire — unless
the high-powersd committee looking into exam reforms goes for a
thorsughoverhail of the system,

Fed up with London

The capital city of Britain serves up the
whole wide world on a plate

1ag Suralya

s (e past e wieks, Busiy sl 1 iave eaten L Thiland,
winam, Chima, Portugal, Spain, Raly, Greeoo,

Turkipe, Jamadcn, Argenting and Frozit
And we've been to ull Uwse places. food-wise, without
| movingout of Central Loacan: Wher we ficsl came o London
. 4l in 1872, Britain was the bust of much snarky humour beeausa

of i3 wet, ooy wealher and s stodgy foed.

 there's heena ‘hangs in Britain. and in London
in pacticular, which has beeome a multicaltural and multiculinary socioty
of immigt fhmg eaenersof theginbe
While the wuhwwum large remains as determinodly damp and down-
Cas! ag ever, contemporary Londen wr‘munas:umtaqbcmhf inrernationsal

1 thatof NYC, poli
- [hiring vir first weeh I.nlxmd.un s Camelen Town we hidsteaksa
(3} 1a Argenting, which transported us todistant Buenas Aires, Cityof
s Beautiful Breeses, nmgically relocated to a dlner o 15-minute stooll
fram our aparimenst.
m The naxt day we serollod another 16 minutes
8 Vastnam to ssvecnr pho, a delicately flavonmed nnodis
JUGUIArVein soup o iecontey b fuscty famed for
S e ————— A zhart bug and Tobe ride RNQ s b |§I'!!I| trand.
planted to Brixmm frinnd Lee wh ury
crupes with u South American Baie impacted by the bigwinhos, small red
peppers. thatgive atang ol tropical sunto London's leaden siies.

Pedro and his Mum, Elisabotts, woleome us to Liskon in thelr Camden
restnurant, which does severn] tempting talies on bacaihow, the mainstay of
Partuguese mens.

Chel Rogec's kitchen, o minubes from s, carrles us tothe Car ibbean with
it cwrry oot sl plantain fritters, Anily's always crowded tavernn apens a
warway o Greece, with its klaftiko, and in .ul mmn mamed after 2 Mamak
Un Do, we vistt Matay Masi Gareng.

London, which serves ap the uhmlm\lpkm- has v, 09 the sav lng goes,
tovtally fed uprnd Fulfitled.

her ex-hustund, but any relatives wivo stood (o iherit
froim her, failing which the Wagl Board woukl have 1o

preparatory arrangements i advance to mes
noeds within the iddat period. Howesar the actial
paviment nesd not be [imited to that period abons ad
coubd extend o her fifetime, unless she remerries, With
this Enterpretarion, the Act did not nulbif bt rather

(fied the ruling int Shah Bano. In snbsequent caees
oo, persanal law has been applied but within the
enverarching parameters of Secthon 125

Tlils was th i inthe
present caseof Mohd Abdul Samad veState of Telsrigans
peswell. IF 2 hueshind opposts n olaim being made under
Serthn 125, ivesm only be il b has aloesdy made adequaee
s and the wite hle of her-
sell. Persorsal law was ot in derogation of secubar law,
bt inaredivion bo it

‘T puling also relled on thie principle that kwss bould
not ke mterpreted 10 achieve an absurd sntoome, and
detiberately Leav g o woman destétute wuuld be the
Kindof v

imtent.

Importancly, the judgment reco.
nised the socind realisy that woimes,
regartdbess of their ecinomic sy
or education lerel. ead to shou
(he respamaibilicy of MLnaging the
fome, Boking after children and
fumily oldors. lesnvingthom finanei.
ally unpaual ko, and dependent on,
men. Homemakers who lave saces
fleed enreor opportunitlies for the
sake of the fumily are equally
entitled 10 the standard of lving
that they enjoyed previousty Malo-
tennnce is thereiore not a uestion of
charity orunfairly fvouring women,
bt & necessary part of furtharing
Eender squality wid smsueing that
worrien can Live wilh dkanisy

‘What the court did not say, but is
@ welcome ontcome of the ruling, i
the Tecognition thal 4 person can
Bnehoi Ao & g ar community
wred still choose to live their life under secalar law,
Commumnitles are not monoliths, and thelr leaders do
ol always speak o the smallest minorites wilkin
e - individuals, andespe nmer.

That is why the idea of a Uniform Civil Codo that
Wwas rakeed ||| 5|l'|J| MHU{:SS@HE wall. \ARR suppoTted by
many L beral | journey of
the (s umzl-aﬂ_\ 0 (impacted in o smnll measure by
thefiallout of the Shah Bana ruling bent it 3 comminal
colour. Today, that profect has siaried, and onecan only
hope it is guided by ideals of secularism and gender
gl ity s emvisaged by the courts. and not religions
majoritarisnism,

The euriier @ deseer aned schofar s e flef o snun's
Fights

Whistle Of Felix, Foot Of Kane & Hand Of God

Bad refereeing has crucial impact on sport. Penalty awarded to England in Euro semis is latest example.
It also shows using tech in sport isn't foolproof. But English can stop cribbing about Maradona & 1986

Siddharth.Saxena Stimesofindia.com

Each year on Jung 22
devatees of theCharch
of  Maradenn  pay
Tramage fo that one act
of the man which they
barliove was his groatest
il This veur, et snnlverssey
o the Hand of God goal fell during the
Ermrosand Cops Amoviea football tourna.
ments, giving It o newer meaning
Modhing ltke current-day top-drawer
foothall to whip up trnuma of an old
robbersy.

In his retirement days, notoriousty
wild anes, Maradona wined and dined
with the Tunisian referse Al Bennsoeur,
whe famously tarned a blind eye to
what is arguably the most polarising
maoment in world foatball ~ i you
belonged 1o the North aid Burope, this
was the greatest act of cheating if you
e from the Global South, he was
revered ws Goll. Maradona would later
obliguely admit that he did cheai
saying fome pvars ugn thai thoe
oAl would never have happenad lad
wideo chnology been avatlable then,
1 would have boon arrested,” the
Argentinian cheekily declored

break | In Mimich af the Eiros the
other evening England, who had been s
the recriving end of Maradona's stelght
of i i 966, this time feund tednnlogy
coming fo their sid. It was in the semili

owarded England a %
penalty nidway fh L
the first half which
Harry Kane duly converied

in nenr-perfect Bshion, “the
Inpksiiie sove’ as penally
spotters wonld exclaim, The
equaliser  would  completaly
ehanpe e balance of the hlgh
stukes semifinals o (he  world's
soecnd-most watchod foathall tourna.

ment. shifting the mementum fevomably

dowards England and pushingon fothe
backfoat, the Tteh who had taken mn
early e {hanks toa terrific sirike by
thelr prodlglous Xavi Shinons

Unbueky tech | Whit hapgsened really?
This medern-day Feol of Kane as
immmediately caused so much turmetl
amung fans the workd over debating the
Invaskon of techinalogy to arbilinte
in spori, the rigid interpredations
of the rules and erucially whether
the humnman element is slowly belng
macde (o lemve the seene,

Ominevs review | Zwayer Initally
seened 10 Chink nothing of the
Kane attompt that balloceed over
he Dutch geal and the immedinie
writhing on e Door clutching s
right oot that followed, afler Trutch
defender Tenoel Dumirbes' mlmr'll:d
oot canght the Englund captain’s
micHlight. Ball back In pls

referee blew for i Dulch gonl-kick to 3

nils againsl the B and 1
cmi in-sueh a way, porbape, that it wis
i that heptan givin

The Bt Germaan 1efl in thelr home
competition - referee Felix Zwayer, who
g ninoe bammed for sk months in 2008
For mateh-lxing 1o the Budeslips -

Calvin & Hobbes

LETS SEE wow MY GUM
Does . 1, Woel HARD 1S
WOUR GUM, AT THE BRGINIRGT
A BDCL-LIKE R BRITTLE
B) PLERSAMTLY FIRW
) I

AT hegotacallon
his earpizes summoning him to
the side-line TV - vis ¥
the In-studium AT, s
the harmless cld joke
woes, but in this case
glven that the Oerman

referve had once been on the take, it
aastrmed opyinos sverones.

Cold VAR bosses | TV replays showed
that Dumfries’ was o renction stiempt
w ik ihe shot, &= any
dhefoncters job descripion is,
ancl wits (o wiy @ ko om
Eane But the call froam the
VAR room prabably meant
tex inwvoke eold lottur of the
. low, mither than personal
‘\\ Inferpretathon. VAR
~ I e deemed Dumdries
Imtent @S corcying
enosgh Injury threat,
Y evpn I contnet was atade
onfter Ko had gt byis st
Pertips, the marmity of
the situation got te the
German  referes,  sume-
where sécking to correct
his previously tarnished
image. and this was por-
Tuaps a pesfect upportunity
I make amends,

Football's mod cricket | [n
rickit, the sdvent of
technolagy to decide log
hefore appeals, caught
Tehinds amd run-outs —
inver W finakdecicing
eatches, 53 happened
o the Bridgstows
ropes the other day
has kind of saved
the andeid umgirn
from orucialdecizion
making,  and
ks, you could
argue,  relie
ving him of
any  moesl

oF, BRI © 5

A LN
'Auq) AT FRsT. 1AL
AL

GO, INE GO MEGKTIE. FIVE
PONTS, ISR S TW b

GEVING ALL T PERFORMMNCE
1" ENTITLED YO f

dilpmana and responsibility incasaof an
ervor. But the one thing that they have
retalned so far 1s the amphee's enll, which
gives the man at the stumps the onos to
change orstick o his ariginal decision.

T focitbedl, with the siakes riding s
high. @ visit to the TV nsually meimns a
roversal of the roforess original deciaion,
alimost as & moral abligation. Ye, i e
Spain Germany quarterfisal, England
reforoe Anthony Taylor - whe gave out 15
yellow and one red cards - was firm in
his intecpretation of Spanish defender
Mare Cucurelln's handball as being not
deliborate,

Fogoy French | Another counter to last
night's penaity goal, coukd be the et
French Open tennis Tinnl between
Alexander Zverev and Carlos Alcaraa.
Onaerucial paint in the deciding fifth
aet, o dlsputed 1ine call went In faveur
of the Spaniard, Replays later clearly
showed it was out, butat the traditionn
Tist Opei, where calls are decided by
The ball marking on the clay, the chair
umpire insisted that {1 was in. The
GermanZversy lost the fnal, and lster
rued the absence of electronie line
ealling at the clay eourt Major. The
French Open will introd wen the teehno:
logy from oext year onwands, bul for
the record, Pverey woukd hove heen
iyed of gt chance. Tt iswhat i
L&." hes would philosophically say Iater

the ghost | 1t is what it i," is
probebly what the Duteh woubd be telling
themselves as they hesd home, ond al=s,
wihunt B and Co would be beginn ing to
understand, That Onally, after years of
injustice, and years of feeling robbed by
Maradona in 1906, the shoo b5 on the
athier Kool - e Fool ol Kae.

pace
Do something
hecause you
really wemnt o
it Ifvou'
doing it jiist
for the g[urfamddun tenjoy
the puth, then {think yot're

The Yogl Identifies And Accepts His Distractions

nisecking the sought, the secker

detbos that hessught 13 alresdy

there and acknowledues that what is
alreacty there isn't whist ks sought. The
Baj Vot followsan elnborate regimen to
stear clearal bodily and merntn] distrac
Heages Do e catin eX[at b attain his
goalof unionwith the absolute, the
Hrahmn, T hr stagris set thrangh the

il st lygemas,

Specific asimas help nchieves posture
thatisneither cosynorunbearable.
Breathing technigues help slow and
hurminise breathing s the rushingaie
doesn'toonstitutes distraction. The
semses nre clnsed, nnd coneentration is
Iocked onanobject w resiraln the ever-
toasingand furning mind. Only whon
these are metcan the yogi experience
thee pore, wisliffereatisted Brabumn. Bue

what aboust the multitudes who Balter
alerg the difficul road? What about
those who fuil todistil the uncliffe mnuav

thed

thoughis and fealings ome 25 thoy do
and lets them be,

Acceplance s the most powerful
arrow in the faltering yogl'a quiver. How
o

Limakts the limited s nething but
Brahmin,as iwhat Ties beyomd the
Lummi end the limited itself Brahmm
mch what 4 distilled off as the

thatigh s, feelings, andocourmence that
wedntost. This resistanceoften leads

singand clinging tothe thread of cons
cicusness thathindseverything, m

{laste dtseelf, ch whid the yogh
rejectsas what he serks.
Brahmn dsn't ‘not this, nos that’ bt

tnfirisstration, making things theomnipresent bolngnessthat — tlis, ss wallas that', Beahemy isboth the
e Oppesinganed resist ing & strailadlesall thal iand bsn't bifFerent il and L undiferen it
intrusive thoughts and The yomi must neverbotricked  What tha you seks i nod iffersot from
lelings anly malees thean % miobslieving, intruesense,  what isalreary thore, inehading that
strongae What | the way ® that thaledistravtions sre whilich e svalds By ellniglag o e dead
D7 It gnes by asdmple alien o Arahmn. That maa, of ailhy prn)ulmxmn:whmw%s the yogi
mwmm “Convtrol what yoa brmqhmumd iz anzitheti emtifins. visdistraceione as
ey Becopt whit vou feel REE o Brahmn, O i bt fiorms of {hy Bralunn
A IR AT by mslllllne afl theat he ek I theem, the Yoot sees

Justanegual: perpotuating anxiety and
making youeven mom anx ious. Negntive
chousthis abm o kst disguietide and
pessimbam, Acceptance dofangethem,
beaving them nochoicebut to starveand
sucenmb, The accepting mindets

thedifferantial mays. For what beoomes

nnth in|. bt Berndtamn, vt and ot and

of Brahmmn if there’ apart
from Brahmn? What 1s Srabmmn bt
eonsCionsnees, (hmtllinnmmlliynwl
what becomes of

resisting thom, And thus, the yogl,
unrmwnx!] by hisalistractlons,
isatiposrers thom and carves a smooth

y if
there'sanything ether than |ts¢|.f‘ \l Tt

incd path to s gand,

The sriter L physician
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NATO atit again

US, allies must avoid belligerent rhetoric

HROWING ther weight behind Ulraine,
AT members have affiemied their aommit
miert to supporting the wartam country in
‘utbding a firce capable of deleating Russian
aggression woday and deterdng it in the
firture’. The TI5 and its allies have a nnoarnoed that they
intend to provide a minrmuen baselime finding of 40 bik
lhon euos in military aod within the ned year, adding thet
thelr allianee will continue o back Thraine on it e
veraibhe peth to fll Buro-Atlangic integrtion. inckding
NATO membership’. The pledge is partof the declaration
Iseued on Wednesday at the FATD summit in Washingion.
Tt is apparert that the Western bloe has no qualms
ahmt prroling Foussia and prodonging the Ulcraine war,
which began in Feoruary 2022 and has causedthe deaths
of thowsands of ehviliens, The push for Ulkralne's NATG
miembership was the flashpoint that prompted Russian
President Viedimir Putin to mvade the neighbow. The
oy b8 not loet on anyone : NATO & adopting a balier
thamthow approach by solely Blaming Fussia forthe war
Asnac Increagng domestic pressure on President Joe
Biden to drop his re-dlection bid, the US has dedared
that it will start deploving longer-range missies n Ger-
rary in 2026 in abidtocounter the 'growing threat’ Rus-
sig poses to Ewrvpe. This makes it clear that the Wesl is
unwilling o bring Kussia to the negotiating tele, astark
|ry that was laid bare Ty T-Eosctw 'z absenoe from the
s ce surrmit hosted by st monith
The US-led NATD has also not stopped short of nl-
1ing China, calling 1t a‘decisiveenabler’ of Hussia's war
in Ukvaine. Reacting sharply, Befjing has urged NATO
to 'veflect on the root cause of the crisis and take con-
crebe action tede-escalate rather than shift the blame’.
Trubeed, MATC would dowell to introspect and shun bel-
Tigevent Fhetorie; otherwize, thiz can worsen the situs-
tiom in eastern Europe and bring the world tothe brmbk
of a catastrophic conflagration

Shambhubarricades

Order 1o open border a win for public, protesters

HE Pumjab and Harvans High Court s order
to remove barvioades at the Shambhu border
marks 2 significant momernt in the ongoing
piroktests by farmeers. For over five months; the
bdockacle, setwp by the Haryans Coremiment,
has cuused severe m'tmm_nu_ to comumuters, disrupt-
adlocalin | o pubilic frustrs
tioe, This court order represents a crn:u:ni step towands
restormgnormaley and addves sing the grievance sof both.
the protesting farmers and the affected residents: Therul
ing undersenm s the importance of balaneing the ght to
peacefid mrotest with the need to maintaning pubéc
wxder and acces sibdit . The blockade, which beganasa
MEREITE 0 prevent famers from advancing wands
Delhi, had escalated intoa roadhlock for ordinary citi-
zens The HC directive to Punjab and Harvana tocoord:-
nabe the rerneval of the barders highlights a judicial
acknnwiedgmentofthe hardship imposed onthe miblic
Fow the pratesting farmers, this ruling is a validation
of thelr stance, A5 mne farmer leader pointed cut the
order revedls that the barricades were o Sate-imposed
restriction. This distinction is crucial for altering pubc
perception and countering the :nmuuw that fammers
ware responsible for the Wockade, The S ki Klisan
Morcha' %nhnmd.!sm:\st!mrrmmmr'shmammm-
ved comnmitrent to peace ful advocscy of their denends.
Ag the bariesdes wme down wnd pormal Uradlic
Tesues, troders in Ambals, wia faced loases due
redue d custamer flow, hope fora turn tewards eoonom-
e recovery. Even as both state povermments must faclli-
tale o smooth transltion, the Srmers should ensure that
thelr nest siepsdo notlead foany esalation, Thisepisode
Tighlighits fhe delicate balance required in handling pub-
i profests and e need for solutions that respect both
vl liberties and public wellare, Thabogue remains the
rongt effective path to resohition,

OPINION

m El'lhmm CEHANDIGARH | FRIDAY | 12 JULY 2024

What Modi can learn from Sunak

Former UK PM graciously accepted responsibility for the defeat of Conservative Party

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULID RIBERD

ISHI Sunak and His

Conservative  Pasy

badly kst the parlis:

mentry elections in

UK lnst weeke Fle

wiks graet ous in defieat 1 eanbesr

ynr angen 1 take msponsibility

for the logs to the many good,

hapdveorkdng  aindidates™ e

said Tle esipned os the Prime

Minister immedintely after the

expeeted vordictwas nnnouneed.

The next day, e s igned n5 the

Ieaderof the Conservatnqe Party,

Ieaving the fiedd open to ambi

fous poliicians to vic for the top
Jobin the party:

Sunalk’s slature 1 my eyes, at
Teast, and Tam sure in the eyes of
Tndiuns whi think: and fee] went
up by several poiches. T come
pared his reaction to the defist
i thatof our own popadar Prime
Mimizter when the BIP lost 60
seute in the Lok Sobha com-
pared to its 2019 tally of 303.

Murendra Modi had set his
gights on winning 0 seats this
fime, He hud Lunched seversl
infbastructure  projects. e
versed thelength snd breedth off
thiecountry i his peripateticfier
wour, and inaugurated the Run
Janmubhomni temple in Ayod-
bya 5l by himuelf. Al hig efforts
were in vain. His parly lost
ground in Uttar Pradesh amd,
winder of wondsrs, the BJP kst
the Ayodhya seul to Akhdoesh
Tadav's Samajwadi Party.

ButourPrime Ministeris mode
of stemer stulf than our fonmer
ecdlonial master's ecPM. Modi
did not mention ‘defeat’ even
one. He daimed victary for the
NDA Hig pee-poll eup with
Chandrababu Naidu's TDF and
the mercurisl Nitsh Kumae's
JDnUj took the BIP-ded allance

I'I.IM.!.I'_Sunuks ressction 1o 8 setheck N

Modi began hischerished thind
term withot batting an epeld,
Bor hirm, it wosbusiness ws uaunl
Ele 5 himwed no i sen miiture ab the
BJIFs bedow par show in the Tak
Sk elections and did niot thinlk
it neweazary toofferony explons-
tion to his party members for
whotemn onbvbe deseribed ashis
persingl failure e the BIP
Fought thee edections in his nimae.

Sunak is of Indibn origin,
family hes its roots in Punjsb,
His wiffe, Alcshuts Murthy, is the
daughier of Nomyun Murihy,
the foundes of Infieys. Hee roots
are in Karnutak a. They hail fram
the swme stock as Modi and mil-
lions of Indiane. Fet, Sunak's
reaction o a setback in his
career was diametrically oppo-
site Lo that of Modi.

Sunaok i u proctising Hindu, It
i olwicus that he Dllows thee
essence of his refigion, He was
Frumibe aned penitent, He sceept-
ed vesponsibifity for the defeat.
The R3S should comment on
thizas pect ofhis personal ity and
bebaviour like it comemented on
Modis without neming him:
After all, the core teadings of
the great religlons in the world

thet of Modi. s

Considering thatonly
3656 percentof the
voterssupported the

BIP thistime, he
should listen to the
voices of those who

vored against his party.

ity and rejed Thaesy

ter quality of Bfe in the West,
there are [Indian-origin citizens
cf smaller countriesin the world.
Their  ancestrs had  been
meqruited a5 indentured Iobour
towork in the eotton snd sugar-
wne fiells in  British-ruled
ol ondesin the West Indies, Mau-
fitiia and Fifi. Sterting with Sk
Seevoosapsr Rameodinm, the
Prime Ministers of Muuritis
‘have been of Indinn crigin

Sir Vidisdhar - Surajprassd
HNaipuul, witose ariging ane in a
Dubey family fram a village in
Uttar Pradech, is acknowledged
a5 one of the greated writers in
he Enalish His family

disapprove of lies. They preach
compassion and servive without
enpetation of mward.

Then, why do our desi podis
ciang differ from our brethren
who bave migmted o other
countries and achieved unbeliev-
able recugnition? Sunak became
the Prime Minister of the oun-
ey that ruled over us far bwo cen-
furies or more. Karmaks Harrie,
whose mother'sfmily miprated
fothelrS from Tamil Nadu, s the
Vice-President of ihe world's
st powerful country:

Bugides Indians seeking s bet-

wis trunsshipped to the West
Indies twoor more cenburiss agn,
He wion tie Nobel Prize for Liter-
abure for his wntings. incoding
A Howse for Mr Biswas, An Aree
of Dol wnd Fadie: A Winmd-
el Civilisation. [ndians are
moud of his achisvernents like
they wre of many other FIOs (per-
sang of Indian origin whom our
PM serenades whenever e tray-
ks o their adopted countries,
Here in India, Modi is secure-
by instalied in power till 2028,
Should he rule in the same
manner ag he did rom 2004 to

2047 Considering that naly
.56 pereent of the velees sip.
ported his party this time, he
shotild listen tothe vobees of the
Bl per centwhovoted against
ram. Should he not change
ooirse imperceptibly o begin
with but with greater memen-
e iy the third year onwardsor
e Froim The sevoand year 1F bis
allianee logss Maharashiea, as
apems ikl t present?

To begin with, he should dis.
capd  [slamophabis, which i
breeding disunity in the aoun-
try. a sure recipe for diss ser,
espocinlly if Ching bares s
dragon teeth mome aften than
does at present, OF eoiirse. the
TS is now o o side, bat even
then o fifth column within the
ooty miy prove fadal.

Her ghould et the enfhusi-
mam of Central imeestipnting
apencies]ie the ED und the CRI
o pursue only Oppositon politi-
ciang and eritics of his regime.
The influx of Opposition legidy-
tory intn the BJP will then
beeome o trickke instead of o
Amam but it will most hiis
sakure in men's eyes in more
ponitive terma, Presntly. it has
beeome o sourceof tall and ban-
ter. The prepondirmes of gues-
tionahle politicians in his party
with skeletons in their cup-
bonrds 5 siarming Unless & i
corrected quidshy, Modi's image
will auffer Sret nutionally wred
then infemationally.

Thirdly, even if the lows he
introduces are good and benefl-
cial 10 the people at lage, he
should not announee them deu-
matically for effect but should
share his thoughts with the
stakehollers ina graded munner
and prepaes for the sftereffects.
He should ruminate at the blaw
e suifered with the farm lows.
which many spid were pood bt
ot propedy explained to te
Birmers' uniong,

1f Modi wants to be remem-
bered by posterity, he should at
leasgt listen Lo the yoice of the
R55 Sersonghufialok, even if
e deigns to diseard the volces
of ordinary Indians who did
not vote for him.

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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‘The Press At in Mysore
MYSORE ksanenf e formeet Tndian Stites, A popukr Represen-
tutivees Assemblhywaes estabifi shed in the Staie asarryasin 1681 and
1t oy huass T ialative: Cm med] sdsnwith & magority of ion -offical
merrksers, Unfoettnatety, the Pross Lage of the State hag, for aome

pazt the haltway mad.

are anilar They alf testh humil-

]

We come nearest to the great when we are great in humility. — rabindranath Tagore

The magic and dread
of the monsoon

CHANDER SHEKHAR DOGRA

of Dharamsala, one of the minied ph o in the coun-

try at the time, [ came to ko the monmon, The dask:
greyish clouds with their wend shages hanging precariously
aver Hirmabgyan peales, rendy tshed thet Load of water on the
valley below, fscinated me. My grandmother s iles about
mysterious monsters living in buge coastles insde those
cloods added tothe mystique, though they werealso meant fo
coi e tnba finkshing my homeanr

Ny chilidhood abode was o beauttful ald hetse il of rmod
andd eliy bricks, eovemed by a highronf made of kmly mined
dlatess, The rhpthmieal pattering of raimcdmps on the rocky
roof produced scothing muske, With theconstang drizzliclas-
ing for days and no access to belevision in our hill tosm, T
anuggied into bed o vead wondrous Caliny tales et in Gy
Innds or gripping mysteries by Enid Blyton, T emild heas
water gushing with maring fury in the mighty streams,
whidh have now sadly been reduced bo narmow channels due
o ineessant comstructiom wirk and encroochments,

The monsoon coineided with the rdpening of Tocally
growm variefies of mangoes in my native village, about 6)
km avay The family members would gather amtind hige
berckets fiil] of mangoes, fensting onthe delicions friit and
exvhanging humorous tks about refatives and friends,
The Tnternet and mobile phones were still decades away,
50, commuRicatiom meant sitting facs-to-face

".I'hmwaan]snu rwmcll resgom formy bove of the rains, An

I{A‘;TNGK“M“ uprinthe 1970 in the morth Tndsin own

tarme preet, besmvery dmstic, The paople ricpested

e oy L werl on

TWTIOUT hud away one of the sever-

thePresis butst farin vain Not that the Staie nuthorities nve been.
entirely unmoved by these requests. On the contey, both Sr
Ve vy and Sir HT

dhuracter of the Press Law: In their sddresses to the Representa-

tives Assemly @l the annuel sessons. succesdve Dewans have
expirsaed thedr readiness to mmend the law reasanably mnd some
hawe: finwrilchy acimitted that it iz very drstic, Nosteps. hooeser, hard
1ntil recemtly boen tnken fowsrds removing the grisaness of the
peogie This inacth e el el byt tthor
Ities thaet they had not netunBy enforeed the Act 50 83 10 restran
legitimnde criticiam. This however, ws a rutterofopinion; sndthe
advoeates of o free Press could not be expected to shire the viows
aff the exeeutive Govenment which & on the whale buraenitic
and dinims eertain pevileges and even imnmunity from eriticism.
Withis the ozt fewmonths, o propossl hus been mads o remove
snme of the nestrictions on the: PJI!H!\HLT‘\.I.IU!MMH Ihu nmeu
which d bedie 1508 Thia decks

iafbetion o the people, who righily claims that they :ue u-mﬂul to
enjoy & free Pres und urge that the ke that has beenin e dur.

ing thedaet 16 yewre hac hard o very Injuiious effsctonthe State.

ol brid, th tu schuol, resulting in holidays unti it wis
repaired, This gove me time to stomp around with fiends in
puddies nd flout paper boets, o thrill immortalised by ginger
Tagjit Smgh in hiz song Keepe: ki ko, Gur mathers, how-
ever were hamified upan seeing our aodled uniform, eolling us
‘bloodsucking fitle devili’ for making their lives misershle.

Driving i caror tranvefling by b curi ng themonsnan on o
windin t theBr oy prenieushrans
i jovfull iopenience. Watching amall watorfalls ﬁcm ng down hill-
aiddes hnamg the fevirish o hlr[rru.'. of| Muw.' EPITOTE and mihine
und

SeeInp 8 minbow ofa road trip
Hillsides wee dwithy e with o rgrip-
jping the sodl, thare: BvEn i Sl ruin.

However, the monsoon now peees unprecedented chal-
fengee. Tt pours down so heavily that ears, bridges, houses
anl, sometimes, entire hillsides get washed away, No place
eem s sle from nature’s wrsth, Perha ps. people should con-
sider living high up in the mountaing in eaves with modern
plumbing to escape unpredictable cloudbursts that Fead to
mudelides and flvoding. The monsem no loeger holds mudh
charm; ithas become a cause for dread,

India’s diplomacy shines throtigh
PM Nasencra Modi's vist ta Moscow under-

ook India's resdlient diplomuey amid. the
ke R A

. EDITOR

ta und Upper House' Chalmsn Jagdes
Dhankhar — bo perform bheir dities withou
s, Urfirtusriatily, whien the presdingofficst

bt aeross winons seclons, Modi's eogape
et s grals a B stancd on blabesd conpess
tun despate gobal tensoms, His poigant
reminderio President Viadingr Puting abmz[he-
fistility o precial,
achilhen's hospital in
mile o rpansiblegiohal pinyer This vist ala
onrmeeys aclear message o the TS led Wesem
Hlocs Indin's stategic partnership with Russda
memain steacfast, even under the shadow of
snetions. Modi's emphamss on dialogue and
diplornac Inerfan's 1 tance,
NSUFNE AL remains @ crodal, independent
wiee in gheobad affaies Mew Dethi's nooanced
appronch s olidifies fs position. miking it indis
pensble toboth Western ond Russion interests,
GURDEY SINGH, BY MAIL

Maintenance a right of women

The Sipreme Court niling atlirming mainte-
muance fghts for Musho weomsen tnder Section
125 af the Code of Crimind Proocdure & o
momenitous step fowards gender jstioe; Jus
tioes BV Nagarathna and Aligistine Geonge
Matih hove tightly undemseomed that matnte
nanceds nartcharity tta fandumental right ofall
marrierd women, regardless of their faith. This
vertlitt erhsoes the hi sirie Shabh Bano niling, in
which the npex court hud tipheld ddivoered

! drutes hi Lot the ruling gar-
1y, chemoeriey beging todegenessits mionatocs
racy. Gone are the days when the Speaker
woruikd distance hams{fom the party be org-
inally belonged to and nin e Hous: insuch
A wary that evesy member got an ecal oppir
Turily ta particite in te Lwmaking process

ROSHAN LAL GOEL, LADWS

Big relief for Punjab's farmers
The steprotherly treatrment meted out by the
Hinyana Govemnment i the vest ofthe natien i
beyond the paie. Froim mtertionally dsmmting
thewater sipply to Diehd to instaling basricackes
e e Shitmhhu borrder, the steps taken by the
ste grvermerend hive spedt roukle for Jocs]
indistrialists, residents, frmers and commuters
Tnthiss bk, the Punjab ased Hispana Eigh
Court's direction o the stte o remoe the b
cardes fm the boederis welcome

JAKIR HUSSAIML KANFUR

S+4 policy will ease parking woes
The Haryana Government' s fresh approval
for the ennstmuction of stilt-plusfeir {5 +4}
floors in residential areas will genente
much-needed car parking space cising the
wors of the residents As a reanlt, the lanes
in those localities will no longer remain
econgerted, Besides, the palicy-will also help

Mualim woman's Dewpite
aubasguen t legidntion the courf = decision in-
fbrees the enduring oppltility of Sartion 125,
By ensuring Muslim women's entitlement. the
tourt champions equulity and srengthens thear
ol and ecomomic security. This ruling sets a
precedent — one that will ensuve progress and
inehasivity. Let us celehrade fhi s stride towands a
e st nd eouitihle st

SAHIEPREET SINGH, MOHALL

Shed bias to get House in order
Refor to the artide Pregiding officers must
nun ParBurnent suns bins’; thewriter has right-
v observed thut Indin’s parkismentary tradi-
tGons are being trumpled upon by the preaid-
inp officers ab the bavest of their party Towould
T nive of us b expect the predding oficers
uf Purliament — Lok Subhu Speaker Om Bir-

need far proper housing. But it
is imperative that comprehens ive construc:
tian norms are put in plece to sofepuerd tho
interests of 48 redidents.

TARZAM SHARMA, BARNALA

Pause and pray for the departed
The middie Teath doesn't mowe 1is anymone’
rigghtby noted thit rest of ua remnin unmened
whi somaon s paases mway Attendinge cremi-
tiones, lagl rites or Bog eremonies of the
deceased has been reduced to o meve formality
Vulues Bie emputiy and concem for our fellow
‘humen beings have been lostin themad msh to
the top. We must not become 5o hurdened thet
the demise of a fellow ctizen does oot fze us
anymore. Bemermber we are never too busy to
s e suy our preyess S the deparied soul.
BEANT SINGH, BY MAIL
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