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® COMBATTING DENGUE

Union health minister JP Nadda

To sensitise communities regarding the Aedes mosquito

which generally bites in the daytime, awareness campaign
among schoolgoing children and others to wear clothes that keep
the body fully covered, and keeping various water containers, pots
etc., free of stagnant water will be taken up at a massive scale

Fix the supply chain

India needs to be both a consumer and a crucial contributor
to the global shift towards sustainable automotive solutions

HE RECENTANNOUNCEMENT by Ola Electric's founder Bhav-

ish Aggarwal that the company is working on producing

lithium-ion battery cells to power its electric two-wheelers is a

reminder thatwhile our transition towards electricvehicle (EV)
technology and product is progressing at a good pace, the supply chain
management needs to move to a higher gear. Ola Electric, which is the
country'slargest selling two-wheeler EVmanufacturer,isbuildinga 110-
acre Gigafactory,with an initial capacity of 5 gigawatt hour (GWh),which
will eventually be scaled up to 100 GWh, in phases. It plans to meet its
need for batteries as well as supply to other customers, both in India as
well as overseas. Since battery packs comprise 35-40% of the cost of EV
two-wheelers, Ola is looking at vertical integration, which will help it in
both scaling up its two-wheeler business as well as reducing costs.

Since India is theworld's third largest emitter of CO2, electrification of
thetransport sectorand the shift towards EVsis seen asa means toachieve
the target set by the government for net-zero emissions by 2070, the need
forlithium-ion batteries isimportant.The demand for batteries will con-
tinue torise as products get popularand newer players enter the market.
For instance, Maruti may have zero presence in EV, but it plans to launch
its first such product in 2025 and is expected to drive 20% of battery cell
demand by 2035, just behind the current market leader, Tata Motors, at
22%.The share of EVs in the passenger vehicle segment today is around
2%, whichis set torise to 20%by 2030.In two-wheelers, the market share
which at present is around 6% is projected to rise to 45% by then.

The outlook may seem bright on the product side, but the supply chain
remains fragmented. With domestic production of EV battery cells still
in a nascent stage, it is imported from China, South Korea, and Japan.
According to S&P Global Mobility's estimates, by 2030 only 13% of total
EV battery cell demand will be sourced domestically. This underlines the
need forauto manufacturers to invest heavily in domestic cell manufac-
turing facilities. The government is doing its bit through policies like pro-
duction-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for advanced chemistry cell bat-
tery storage and the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &)
Electric Vehicles. Industry majors like Rajesh Exports, Amara Raja,
Reliance Industries,and Adani Group also plan to build lithium-ion bat-
tery cell factories and ramp up domestic EV production capacities.

Domestic players and EV battery cell manufacturers in India are also
forming joint ventures (JVs) with international cell makers, module mak-
ers,and pack suppliers. Forinstance, Suzuki Motor formed a JVwith Toshiba
and Densoin 2017 to constructa cell manufacturing plant in Gujarat. Such
Vs and value chain integration will lead the industry to gradually build
supply chains and reduce outsourcing. However, this needs to be expe-
dited. The government and the industry should work together to ensure
that the pace is maintained and targets are not missed.It'simportant that
astheindustryevolves,advanced technologies and strategic partnerships
areintegrated as theyare key to sustaining growth and achieving the elec-
trification goals set by the government. Such a holisticapproach will ensure
a future where India is both a consumer and a crucial contributor to the
global shift towards sustainable automotive solutions.

S&P 500 targets
don't make sense

PIPER SANDLER & CO. IS ELIMINATING its price target for the S&P 500 Index. Its
‘Wall Street counterparts should follow suit.

‘The financial services firm’s chief i trategist Michael Kants
that because the market's performance was being driven nbya handful of heavily

inde: er 's Alexan-
dra Semenova reported last week. He said it would be more helpful and efficient to
focus onindivi tock projections for the handful of large and i om-

panies that were driving the performance.
Kantrowitzmade theright decision, but I suspect that the targets have been use-
lessfor farlonger than heacknowledges.
Kantrowitzis bound toface criticism that he
toplay. dcuttinghis pri abittoolatein 2022 (as
i then i the most.

ruggled

rallyin 202 market concentrationand

correlauon are constantly in flux; that’s the nature of the beast, and strategists have
toworkwith the hand that they’re dealt.

But it’s price targets themselves that are the real prohlem, not the 2022-2024

market.AsI" before ‘precision

and routi i I urveyoften

getsthedirection of butnotverys else.Tt estimate
at the start of the year regularly misses the actual out-
come byawide margin.

‘What’s more, if you were to closely track changes in
the consensus price target and actively trade off that,

TISBECOMING evident that with
increased carbon emissions,
humankind is moving towardsan
existential ~ crisis.  Extreme
weather events have become
common,and indiscriminate use of fos-
sil fuel for power generation, mobility,
and industrial purposes is contributing
to rising emissions. Thus, the call fora
faster transition to clean enc[gy is get-

BUILDING GREEN CAPACITY
WITH CLEAN ENERGY JOURNEY GAINING MOMENTUM, INDIA CAN ACHIEVE 1 TW CAPACITY BY 2035

A blueprint for RE ambitions

VINEET MITTAL

Chairman, Avaada Group

castaneed for 48 Gw/236 Gwh of BESS
and 62 Gw of pumped hydro by 2030.
Financing: To have an installed RE
capacity of 1 Tw, India needs an invest-
ment of $350-400 billion over the
next 10 years. It implies a large base of
lenders and equity investors. However,
thereis an urgent need for diversifying

The key challenges are outdated owner-

sources of capital providers and focus-

imports to meet shortages with addi- ing on relatively cheaper sources. In

tingstronger. )has
crossed a big milestone with global
capacity addition exceeding fossil fuel.
Around 3,400 gigawatt (Gw) capacities
have been installed, comprising of 30%
of total power generation.

India’s economy requires massive
energytosustainits growth. Indiais pro-
jected tohave the fastest-growing energy
demand globally by 2035, contributing
300% to the total increase. The recent
surge,exceeding 4.29% peryear,will most
likely result in India surpassing China as
the largest energy market by 2030.

Despite having one of the biggest
coal reserves, India is consciously pow-
ering its growth using green and clean
energysources.At the Conference of the
Parties (COP) 26, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi committed that the nation's
installed RE capacity will reach 500 Gw
by 2030. The target is ambitious but
achievable. But, considering the energy
growth in Indias incremental demand
in the electrification of mobility, we
might have to double the installed RE
capacity to 1 terawatt (Tw) by 2035.

India's journey towards clean energy
has gained momentum in the past 10
years and positioned it as a global leader.
As of May, it has an impressive installed
capacityofarruond 191 Gw,led by 85 Gw
of solar power. The remarkable growth is
largely driven by government initiatives
promoting clean energy. The National
Solar Mission,launched in 2010, hasbeen
acornerstone that has helped set targets
and incentivise large-scale projects.

The journey towards 1 Tw will be
challenging. There are prerequisites to
achieving this.

Availabilityofland: Land acquisition
is a complex time-consuming process.

tional fornetwork security. | this regard, relaxing investment

icediscovery
mutation, and end-use changes. Making
sureland is available to add almost 800
Gw over the next 10 years will require
‘massive collaboration between the cen-
tral and state governments. Large tracts

norms for insurance firms can be
transformational. Similarly, strength-
ening the market for green bonds will
playa significant role.

Focus on distributed generation:

Deeper engagement with non-Chinese
suppliers will also be required to meet
medium- tolong-term demand.
Lastly,publicsectorundertakings like
Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited can be

for

d to invest in ing | A tothe Council on Energy, Envi-

RE projects at fair market prices or on
lease.According to the Wasteland Atlas of
India, 17% of India's landmass has been
identified as wasteland. After properly
assessing these, such land parcels can be
considered for RE projects.

Power

HVDC equipmenton theirown by form-
ingjointventures.

ronment and Water, India has a rooftop
potential of 600+ Gw, of which less than

Policy consistency: In the last few | 15 Gwhas been exploited. There isalsoa
years, there has been abrupt policy deci- | large potenﬂal for smaller decentralised
Sions such as imposing duty ddirectlyinto
and basic customs duty,and increasing | 33/11 Kilovolt (kV) substations and be
goods and services tax | located nearload centres.

infrastructure: Aug-
mentation of transmis-
sion infrastructure has
not kept pace with RE
capacity addition. It’s
quite concerning that
Rajasthan, which has
oneofthe highest radia-
tionintensitiesin India,
does not have enough
existing and upcoming
connectivity for new projects till 2028.

The Central Transmission Utility has
decided to use high-voltage direct cur-
rent (HVDC) technology for new trans-
mission due to inherent advantages
suchaslowerlinelossesand costadvan-
tage over larger distances. But thereisa
delayinlinecommissioning due tonon-
availability of substation equipment.
This stems from the fact that there are
only three-four manufacturers outside
China for HVDC equipment,and most of
them are overbooked due to orders in
Europe and the US.

While the Indian government's con-
cernsarevalid, practical realities demand
alternativeswhich could include opening

| the window for short- to medium-sized

rates.Also, The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja

To haveanii
capacity of 1 Tw, India
needs an investment of
$350-400 billion over the
next 10 years. It implies
alarge base of lenders
and equity investors

od
RE
ments have been more Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan is

punitive,as they unilat- | seeing traction, especially after Maha-
erally cancelled con- rashtra designed and implemented a
tracts that were only | massive capacity addition for solar
restored after courts plants under the scheme.The aggregate
intervened. We need a | capacity planned to be added in over
consistent policy at the 1,000 rural locations in Maharashtra is
central and state levels, around 20 Gw, which will directly feed
and a legal and regula- into 33/11kV substations.
tory framework should Impetus on domestic manufac-
remain unchanged forat least5—10years. turing: India Iargelydepends onimports
Gridi i for capital and RE. Due to
geopolitical India must
aggressively pursue manufacturing.
‘While the Centre has doneits bit by intro-
ducing production-linked incentive

tions: Grid integration s i
becoming a massive problem. While
manageable at lower levels, it's becom-
ingdifficult with theincreaseinabsorp-
tion of more renewables. System opera- schemes, tariff and non-tariff barriers,
tors and regulators are urging RE moreeffortisneeded tocreatebasicinfra-
generators to forecast their generation h power.
to minimise demand-supply imbal- The government has committed to
ances, leading to an increase in penal- lowering India’s projected carbon emis-
ties. But it’s not fully solving the issue. sions by 1 billion tonnes by 2030 and
Solar energyis onlyavailable during the reaching net zero by 2070.This can turn
day. Thus, increasing RE consumption | into reality with the alliance of the gov-
requires developing storage facilities | ernment, the private sector,and the citi-
such as pumped hydro and battery | zens.“Thefuturedependsonwhatwe do
energy storage solutions (BESS). The | in the present,” said Mahatma Gandhi.
Central Electricity Authority has fore- This holds true for India’s RE ambitions.

More than a footnote in history

b BIBEK DEBROY

Chairman, EAC-PM

There are reasons why Neogy faded away from
public memory. Once Nehru, who was fond of him,
was no longer around Neogy lost his importance

I HAVE NO intention of converting this
columnintoa Neogybi Inanear-

to the Constituent Assembly (1946) from
Bengal.But this, therewas the Cen-

lier it.ly/31R41AL),

Kshitish Chandra Neogy (1888-1970).
Butafewbits need tobeadded.In that col-
umn, I mentioned that in 1946, he
became a member of the Nuclear Com-
mission, which led to Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights.In October 1946,
Jawaharlal Nehru wrote to Lord Wavell
(Selected Works),“It may interest you to
know that over a month ago I requested
Mr.K.C.Neogytobecomeadelegateinour

tral Legislative Assembly and, represent-
ing Bengal,hewaselected tothisin 1920,
1923,1926,and 1930. Now thata lot of
information has been digitised, we can
find He
was educated at Presidency College,
Kolkata,and Dhaka College and was mar-
ried to Lila Devi. From 1935 to 1940, he

Was the dewan of MayUrD- e €XCeption was a piece he
The only other
written piece that

hanjstate,a fact thatis per-
haps not generally known.

U.N.O.Delegation toAmerica. H
it,butsoonafterheexpressed hisinability
togo.Thereason hegave mewasthatcon-
ditions in East Bengal were fast deterio-

i selling whenever the index rose above the la[get and tatmg and that ageneral attack on behalf
i itfell below, hi uld of the Musli inthe
reliably underperformasimplebuy-and-hold st'ralcgy near future. Mr Neogy did not wish to

ilyin East

p
Idon’t blame the strategists for failing at an impos-
sible task The majority of them coalesce — knowingly

JONATHAN

LEVIN or —around“safe”esti defythe
true range of potential outcomes. Kantrowitz has gone

Bloomberg outonalimbwith his calls,and deserves credit for that.
The same goes for Marko Kolanovi hase &

Co’s former chief global market strategist and co-head of global rescarch, who has
been thevicti left the firmafterarough
ple of years. Kolanovic, an obviously brilliant guy with a PhD in theoretical physics,

body there seemed tobe expecting this
mass attack” Nehru also said this inan
interview he gave to the press in Septem-
ber 1946:“Asforthe proposed Indian del-
egation to the UN.0, originally the Gov-
ernment had invited Syed Raza Ali and
Pandit Hl’idayanath Kunzru. Neither of
them was able to accept. Later, Mr. Neogy
was invited and he accepted, but in the
pastfewdays Mr.Neogyinformed me that
hewouldbeunabletogoowingtomoreor
H ; &

“Gandalf”until hiscr kein 2022.Buttohiscredit,

he continued to swing for the fences until his exit.
Inasense, thy pricetargets has p: i ’ ingin
lobal ingcircles. The Federal Reser central issueclosel

watched projections about the economyand policy rates, but there has been gather-
ing enthusiasm fora pruposal by former Fed Chair Ben Bernanke to introduce sce-

timates. Like the S&P 500 targets, 'dargue that those
projections convey false preclsmn, even those coming directly from policymakers
atop the most powerful institution in global finance.

Personally, 1 like the idea of scenarios. They help the public better appreciate
the panorama of risks and rewards. But they also present unique challenges and
must be done the right way. Like point estimates, scenarios assume a certain
amount of human foresight,and, in reality, it’s sometimes the scenarios we can’t
imagine that most move markets.

t ill face tough choices —andalot of trialand error —

We know Neogy was a member of
Indian National Congressand waselected

in  Southern Avenue,
Kolkata.In 1939, Charulal
Mukherjee published a
book titled The Santals. 1t

goes under Neogy's
name is a piece in a
slim monograph

illusiveeffectof somehandy optical stage
device, i into service at the
impatient call of the goading desire of the
West for something fresh and quaint in
theway of sti: Over

the poethasbeen by the eulogyand bene-
diction with which he has been greeted
fromall quarters, he does not seem to be
quite happy with his Indian audience.
After his first return from Europe,
Rabindra Nath was received everywhere
in India with affectionate regard. But he
seemed to suspect that much of the
honor showered on him, particularly in
his native province of Bengal,wasbut the
echo of the tributes of praise that were
unstintedly rendered to his genius in the
West...It might be said that a poet was

arrange for requisite facilities in the mat-
ter? jstatedid

in his survey.

There are two reasons why Neogy
faded away from public memory. Once
Nehru, who was fond of him, was no
longeraround Neogylost hisimportance.
Plus he aged. More importantly, Neogy
wrotelittle,almost noneatall,otherthan
what was part of committee reports. An

wrote titled “Rabindranath
Nath Tagore: The Poet Lau-
reate of India”.(Which edu-
cated Bengali could avoid
writing on Tagore?) This
was published in The Open
Courtin1917.(Tagore won

was dedicated to Maharaja titled “What the Nobel Prize in 1913)  often-times more honored by posterity
Pratap ChandraBhanjaDeo Happened After “Indeed, the suddenaccla-  than by his own generation” This might
of Mayurbhanjand Neogy  Gandhi's Arrest” ~ Mation in the West of  seem contrarian today. But writing in

was some kind of inspira-

Rabindra Nath Tagoreasa 1917, therewasa grain of truth toit.And

tion for the monograph. In

January 1938, he wrote to the author, “I
amglad thatyouare hinking of bringing
outa the Santal
incorporating your past writings on the
subject. As you know we have a very large
Santal population in Mayurbhanj, and
‘would like to encourage a regular ethno-
logicaland anthropological survey of this
aswellas other aboriginal tribes inhabit-
ing this state...In case, however, you feel
interested in undertaking a study of our
Santal population on the spot, I shall

THE EDITOR

Superpower status

India is on track to become a
superpower by 2047, even ifit doesn't
ach\eve hlgh income status. With a

he public; too
few and you're overslmphfylng the situation. And what if the public fixates on the
pays short shrift to more likely ones?

In my view, those are risks worth taking in equity market analysis, because the
plainvanillaindex target hasn’t served the investing public very well,and Piper San-
dlerisrightto gwe ittheaxe.” Theworld 1s an uncertam place, andwe would all be bet-
teroff— their ould pre-
dict the future to the exact index pomt,

lation of 1.67 billion by
2050, surpassing China and the US,
India’s growing influence and strong
ties with the West position it well for
superpower status. However, the
Jjourney is not without challenges.
India needs to accelerate its GDP
growth per capita to match China's

trajectory, and while becoming a
high-income country by 2047 may be
unlikely, achieving upper middle-
income status is a more realistic goal.
India’s vast population means it can
match the total economic output of
the US ifits GDP grows at a modest
5% annually till 2047. However, India
faces challenges such as global
economic slowdown, protectionism,
geopolitical conflicts, climate crisis,
and uncertainties related to artificial
intelligence. Overall, India's journey

world-poet of the first mag-
nitude, has made a few critical spirits in
India shake their heads in doubt and
weigh and scrutinize the meed of praise
that bestowed on thisillustriou:

son of Ind. Whether the halo that sur-
rounds him to-day will endure is more
than one can say.And these Indian critics
are inspired with the fear that what
appears to be natural splendor radiating
from alustrous gem of the Indian deep,
may, after the excitement of the passing
hour has spent itself, prove to be but the

reluctant though Bengalis might be to
admitit, in 1913, Bengal didn’t applaud
the Nobel Prizewhole-heartedly.

Theonlyotherwritten piece thatgoes
under Neogy’s name is a piece in a slim

titled“What Aft

Gandhi’s Arrest”. This was published by
the India League of Americain 1942.But
thiswasactuallyaspeech delivered in the
Central Legislative Assemblyin 1942.We
are often accused of not documenting
history properly. It is a malaise also rele-
vant for KC Neogy.

toward superpower status is
promising, but it requires navigating
obstacles and seizing opportunities.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

Missing numbers

After declaring the goods and
services tax (GST) numbers with
regularity since the start of the year,
the government has failed to
announce the numbers for June with
no explanation for the change in
practice. Suspicions will be raised

about something in the numbers that
could hurt the government. There are
unconfirmed reports that the top 10%
wealthy individuals contributed just
3% of the GST collections and was
certain to raise allegations that the
government was on their side. Data is
animportant tool for taking economic
decisions, and many companies could
be hurt by the lack of numbers.
—Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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Modi in Moscow,
in a balancing act

New Delhi’s ties with Russia have held strong,
but the challenge now is to make the West see
reason in India’s strategic choices, autonomy

he diplomatic tightrope being walked by

India over the conflictin Ukraine was on

display as Prime Minister Narendra Modi

told Russian President Vladimir Putin during
their meeting at the Kremlin, in the glare of
television cameras, that no solution can be found on
the battlefield. The optics of the Putin-Modi
‘bonhomie had been marred on the day the Indian
leader arrived in Moscow for his first visit to Russia
in five years by a Russian missile strike on Ukraine’s
largest children’s hospital. Modi amplified his
message about ending the war in Ukraine, especially
to prevent the death of innocent civilians, and the
Global South’s expectations for peace.

The big challenge now will be selling this
relationship to New Delhi's partners in the West as
merely an expression of India’s national interests
and notan endorsement of Putin's Ukraine policy or
his political system. Images of Modi embracing Putin
triggered outrage in the West. While European
friends may be willing listeners, Washington, caught
in the presidential poll season, might not be amused,
though India-US relations appear to have been
firewalled from New Delhi's legacy ties. Despite
India’s strong nudge to end hostilities and return to
the path of dialogue, Putin appears in no mood to
heed such advice. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy's critical remarks suggest New Delhi will
have to work harder to convince its partners in the
West of its stance on Russia.

Modi's visit to Moscow was also significant for the
ambitious target set by the two sides to drive trade to
$100 billion by 2030. Two-way trade isalready more
than double an earlier target of $30 billion by 2025,
thanks to India’s massive increase in purchases of
crude. Given India’s growing energy needs, achieving
the new target shouldn't be too difficult but the real
problem is balancing it. India’s exports to Russia have
been insignificant for years and currently languish at
$4 billion. Indian corporates and banks with
significant exposure to the western financial system
are reluctant to venture into Russia because of the fear
of sanctions. India’s trade basket will have to be
significantly expanded alongside increased access to
Russia’s markets and the creation of a reliable system
for trade settlement insulated from the West's
extensive sanctions regime. Russia will also have to
address India’s continuing concerns about Moscow
moving closer and closer to Beijing. However, India-
Russia relations have stood the test of time and the
message from the Moscow meet is that it continues to
be on aneven keel.

The challenge that is
coaching Team India

he Board of Control for Cricket in India made

Gautam Gambhir’s appointment official on

Tuesday, although this was pretty much a done
deal and there were no other really major candidates
in the fray. His success as mentor of Kolkata Knight
Riders in the 2024 season of the Indian Premier
League showed him to be a smart tactician and a
builder of teams as well. In his role as mentor for the
Lucknow Super Kings, he found a way to do the
same. His intensity, seen by some as a disadvantage,
actually works well in the context of building and
motivating high-performing teams.

But as Anil Kumble can probably tell him,
coaching Team India is a different cup of tea
altogether. One of Gambhir's main tasks will be to
win over the dressing room, one used to Rahul
Dravid's understated way of working. And that will
call for greater tact on his part. Young players in the
team will likely have no problem — he’ll push them
hard, back them to the hilt and reward their
successes. But the seniors have played with and
against him, have heard him speak critically about
them on news channels and know that he doesn’t
like to take prisoners.

Gambhir likes to have a say in how things unfold
unlike Dravid, or Ravi Shastri (who came before).
They firmly believed that it was the captain’s team,
and their job was mainly to help it function at its
best. At some point during his three-year stint, the
new coach will also have to take a call on the future
of some of the seniors, and that may test him too.
Gambhir starts with the team on a high, thanks toa
‘World Cup win — but that just raises expectations of
his own stint.

A new cadre of unicorns
to build developed India

Governments are
partnering with non-
profits for population-
level impact to address
pressing development
challenges. These
system-support
organisations drive
change and ensure
long-term impact
at the grassroots
nece upon a time, in villa-
ges of the heavily for-
ested Gadchiroli district
tucked into the south-
east corner of Maha-
rashtra, the infant mor-
tality rate (IMR) was a shocking 121
out of 1,000 live births, SEARCH for
Health, a non-profit that works to
improve public health in rural India,
successfully reduced IMR from 121 to
30 by way of its intervention in Gad-
chiroli, bringing it down to less than a
quarter of the previous levels. Their
intervention wasthen adopted by the
government of Maharashtra where
IMR was reduced by 51%. Their pro-
ime has now been implemented
across India. We refer to such organi-
sations that are partnering with gov-
ernments for population-level impact
as System Support Organisations.
S50s).
The government is central to
resolving

ment challenges, playing the roles of
the service provider, regulator, and
funder. And governments are open to
engaging with civl socety organisa-

tions that

who help victims of road accidents.
While all three $SOs work in differ-
ent domains and have chosen differ-
ent methods to achieve results, a sys-
temscl cht is what unilcs

ised, technical, and

inputs to create outsized impact,

These S50s are like a new category
of unicorns that stand out not for
their billion-dollar valuations, but for
the impact they have achieved by sup-
perting governments to overcome a
myriad of issues in sectors ranging
from education to health to policy
design to road safety. Here
are some more examples of
880s. Vidhi, which works to
strengthen policiesand gov-
ernance, has assisted the
central and state govern-
‘mentswith 294 projects that
included drafting Acts,
Rules,and  Regulations.
Vidhi was instrumental in
framing landmark laws like
the Aadhaar Act and the Insolvency
and Bankruptey Code.

SaveLIFE Foundation (SLF), which
aims te improve road safety and
emergency care in India, piloted the
“Zero Fatality Corridor (ZFC) model on
the Mumbai-Pune Expressway that
resulted in 58% reduction in fatalities
(despite increased traffic on the
expressway in this period). They are
now working with the ministry of
road transport and highways to
expand the ZFC model to the top 100
most dangerous highways in the
country. SLF also helped secure
India’s first Good Samaritan Law,

which empowers people

Ashish
Dhawan

them. Th

necessarily entails working with the
government as it is the main actor in
accelerating India’s growth. For large-

scale impact in their respective
domains, the SS0s work in close col-
laboration with the Union and state
governments to get to the root of the
problem and resolve them for the

long-term, rather than sug-

gest quick fixes or band-aid

diverse talent pool in-house. These
internal structures and culture are
& %

HIARCHIVE

gmcmmcnls!\iauomlNumun Mis-
sion. They provide managerial and

ey thatare

resilient and lasting to make a long-
term systemic impact.

It is, however, important to

supportto the district

and state administrations for effective
implementation of the mission.

The Azim Premji Foundation too

solutions.
N A report by The Conver-
gence ion and India

Impact Sherpas studied 20
880s in India, including
SEARCH, Vidhi, and SLF,
that have adopted systems
change to understand the
underlying practices of the
approach. The report outlines in
detail a model of what needs to be
done to create systemic impact—out-
ward programmes and practices
along with internal organisational
building work.

The practices include using data
and evidence for building scalable
solutions, and working with govern-
ments to inform policy design and
implementation. The inward-looking
processes account for everything
from a systems change orientation at
the leadership level, to aligning with
funders who need to know that this
approach will not necessarily bear
fruit in the short run, to building a

this point that beside
the organisation’s intention and prac-
tices, funding plays a critical role in
enabling systemic impact. In the last
decade or so, we have seen several
leading Indian philanthropies put
their (financial and strategic) weight
behind systems change and work
with governments across India.

Take, for example, the Piramal
Foundation which has collaborated
with NITI Aayog to strengthen last-
mile delivery in aspirational districts,
They are also working with the gov-
ernment of Rajasthan to improve edu-
cation quality and health care servi-
ces. They even support $SOs like the
Kaivalya Education Foundation that
has partnered with 10 state govern-
ments to build the leadership capabil-
ities of education officials.

The Tata Trusts have partnered
with the ministry of women and child
development 1o support the Union

with a group.of non-
pmt‘ls and the governments of Odi-
sha, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu
to improve nutrition and hygiene,
enhance the livelihoods of small
farmers, and rehabilitate mentally ill
homeless people respectively. These
philanthropic initiatives recognise
that investing in systems change and
working with the governments will
give them the highest Rolin terms of
scale and sustainable impact.

The government, funders, and
S550s. all need to come together for
transformative, large-scale impact by
keeping systems change at the fore-
front. By committing to systems
change, we will be laying the founda-
tion for India to become a developed
nation.

Ashish Dhawan fs founder-CEO,
“The Convergence Foundation.
‘Theviews expressed are personal

Case to respect and protect
women'’s reproductive rights

lation Fund (UNFPA) appointed me as the

ill Ambassador for South Asia. All

charged with my new role, [ set out to
speak with many women whom I was work-
ing with in the slums of Mumbai. I also visited
hundreds of women in villages and realised
that having multiple children was not their
choice. They were aware about the harmful
impact it had on their bodies and the children,
‘many of whom were malnourished and many
more were anaemic. I remember telling a
worman that [ would arrange a regular supply
of contraceptive pill for her, which she could
take disereetly without her r-in-law or

I n the late 1990s, the United Nations Popu-

We must ask ourselves: Are we truly address-
ing the root cause that hinders the widespread
adoption of modern contraceptive methods?
Additionally, how and why are modern con-
traceptives more effective —and who do they
benefit?

All women globally should have unhin-
dered and equitable access to a basket of con-
traceptive choices. In the Indian context,
access to temporary, spacing methods is par-
ticularly critical, given the large young popu-
lation in the country. Contraceptives like
injectables, implants, and intrauterine devices
(1UDs) provide reliable, long-term protection

husband knowing. She looked at me with dis-
beliefat my ignorance, and said, "Didi, do you
really think there is a single spot in my hut
whereTcan hide something without the other
family members knowing?” Discussing family
planning was seen as a taboo in
many communities.

Several factox luding patriar-
chal attitudes and social norms &
restricted women’s autonomy in
making decisions regarding their
sexual and reproductive health,

needed to be broughtto thetable in

s I e Shabana
including family planning. This fact Azmi

against Further-
more, self-administered methods offer
women greater autonomy, allowing them to
manage their reproductive health with
greater ease and confidence. While all contra-
ceptives have side effects, the benefits of mod-
en contraceptives for women are
profound. They lead to better mater-
nal outcomes by reducing the risk of
unintended pregnancies and associ-
ated health complications. By ena-
bling women to space their pregnan-
cies, contraceptives contribute to
improved health for both mothers
and their children. Women can

gender cquality, family planning,

sexual and reproductive health and HIV/
AIDS. I had the opportunity to interact with
multiple —from

achieve better nutritional status,
recover fully between pregnancies,
and provide better care for their children. Fur-
thermore, the ability to plan and space preg-
women to

officials to community leaders, the public as
a Member of Parliament from 1997 to 2

also had the opportunity to speak with many
rural women. Since then, we've seen com-
mendable progress in advancing conversa-
tions around family planning. However,
much remains to be done to achieve India’s
Family Planning 2030 vision, which aims to
i choice, expand i
options, and enhance the quality of family
planning services. Access to modern contra-
ceptives remainsa significant challenge, and
addressing this issue is crucial for ensuring.

gender equali
Over the years, the basket of contrace ptive
choices has expanded sij These

P
tion and career opportunities, giving them
more autonomy and control over their lives,

ence and leading more fulfilling lives. and
overall well-being.

According to NFHS-5, the unmet need for
spacing has decreased from 12.9% in 2015-16 to
9.4%in2019-21, highlighting the growing rec-
ognition of the benefits of spacing methods.
After all, family planning is not just about pre-
venting unwanted pregnancies: it is about
empowering women with the knowledge and
resources they need to make the best deci-
sions for themselves and their families. When
couples have access to a wide range of mod-
ern op . they can plan their

newer, safer and simpler methods can truly
empower women to make more informed
decisions about their health and their careers
and lead more fulfilling lives. Challenges
regarding knowledge and access to modern
contraception for both men and women

sist. Despite the availability of modern contra-
ceptives, the use of traditional methods
among married women (aged 15-49 years)
has almost doubled — from 5.7% (2015-16) to
10.2% (2019-21), according to the latest
National Family Health Survey (NFHS 5) data.

All women globally should have access to a
basketof contraceptive choices [

lives better and contribute to creating a
healthy and stable family. To truly empower
women and improve their reproductive
health, we must focus on creating efficient,
aﬂnmab}e. and reliable ways to access contra-

ive products and services and integrating
ﬁam: ly planning into primary health systems.
‘There is an imperative to inform and educate
communities while prioritising the needs of
newly married couples, those without chil-
dren, and postpartum and post-abortion
women.

Moreover, we must confront and dismantle
the misconceptions surrounding contracep-
tives. Societal attitudes often perpetuate
myths and misinformation, creating a climate
of

JOE BIDEN
s

We know Viadimir Putin will
not stop at Ukraine, but make
no mistake, Ukraine can and
will stop Putin. Russia will not %
prevail. Ukraine will prevail

Afghan common ground
in India-Russia relations

rime Minister Narwndm Modl svisitto

are concerned. Many in the Pakistani media

Russia fora

hem (o

President Viadimir Putin caught global
attention. For New Delhi, despite the
‘war in Ukraine and tensions between Washing-

urgently address issues with the Taliban and
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) is coming
from Beijing. However, toeven try and effec-
: , ot

ton and Moscow, its Russia
remains an important incubator for cooperat-
ingagainst prevailing security challenges in the
region, such as Afghanistan.

visit to Moscow has comeat an inter-
nsung juncture for this time-tested bilateral
relationship. India decided that it would not
attend this year's Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization summit in at the leader-

ly 5
in Washington instead. The visit by United
States (US) CENTCOM chief General Mnchael
Kurilla to the country’s restive Khyber Pakh:

tunkhwa Province and the contested Dumnd
Line in May marksa subtle revisit of geopoliti-
cal designs of the past three decades where
both Chinaand Russia benefited from US-pro-
vided military and financial assistance for

shiplevel, pri instea

This gave an opportunity for both parties to
resume their strategic dialoguc aftera gap of
some years. Both sides highlighted countering
terrorism as a major deliverable.

However, despite the common security
interests, specifically on terrorism,
therearegeopolitical crevasses oday
that will require deft diplomacy not-
withstanding the historicity of ties.
Both Russia and India attended, and
supported, the recent United Nations

icked meet on Afghanistan in
Qatar, Both have direct engagements
with the Taliban, albeit Moscow has
developed much deeper and quasi-
formalised ties, with recent reports
also suggesting the Kremlin is preparing to
de-list the Taliban asa proscribed terror group.

Security stakes for Russia over the past two
months have starkly increased around the
Afghan issue. The March terror attack in Mos-
cow claimed by IslamicState Khorasan (ISK.F)

Kabir
Taneja

is would 1pal
ble today.

Russia is alsotrying its own approaches, in
part due to the Af-Pak dichotorny. Its recent
invitation for Pakistan to join the International
North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a
case in point where Putin is trying to
hit multiple birds with one stone.
That is, gain more bilateral stakes in
Pakistan, and perhaps even make its
displeasure to India known for
increasingly becoming part of
US-partnered designs, from Quad in
the Indo-Pacific to the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor.
Simultaneously, Moscow would like
to maintain an independent presence
in South and Central Asia and ideally avoid
being subservient to Chineseagendas.

This is an epportunity for India. While
debatesare ripe on Russia’s slip towards China,
with good reason, Afghanistan provides ample
space for New Delhi to work with Russia and

which from th
geography killed over 140 people. More
recently, a similar attack took place in the
country’s Dagestan region, while previously
two Russian diplomais were killed in an ISKP
attack in Kabul in 2022.

‘With India and Russia having a common
interest in Afghanistan'sstability, the ensuing

around women'’s

chaices. Public figures, activists, and leaders
have a responsibility to challenge these atti-
tudes and advocate for policies that respect
and protect reproductive rights. By making
these strategic efforts, we can ensure that
every woman and her partner has the free-
dom to make informed decisions about her
reproductive health, leading to healthier fami-
lies, stronger communities, and a more equi-
table world.

Shabana Azmi is en actorjactivist und
former Goodwill Ambassador, UNFPA.
The views expressed are personal

big power whichis pushing Mos

interests in g common
Lllll n issues i Es st

gic interests, the likes of India, Iran, and Russia,
have a deep history of cooperation which
includes outreach to multiple stakeholders
across political and ethnic divides between
Kabul and Kandahar.

Pnonhscd Icudcrshlp-lm’rl atlenhun to

cow intoa tight Chi
mcreas;r\g?y mmmg outto be a challenge Bul

d goalong way in

nul as black and white as some make it to Ise
both

and economic stability of the
once again embattled State. While Pakistan’s

Beijing now
increasingly align in multilateral forums to
scuttle western power and interests, in Afghan-

failed policy in istan over
the decades has come home to roost, the impli-
cations of the same could go well beyond the

istan, they seem toh andat times

divergent approach specifically when seen
from the point of view of influence in Central
and South Asia.

Pakistan’s current push to address its own
crisis with the Taliban may shape at least some
of these intricacies as far as China and Russia

region, ISKP, and by way of
other terror groups, including Al Qaeda, con-
tinuing to survive in the country.

Kabir Tanejaisfellow, Strutegic Studis
Pragramme Oserver Research Foundation.
The views expressed are personal
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

MESSAGE TO MOSCOW

PM'’s Russia visit frames Delhi’s fraught challenge of
multi-alignment — and its opportunities
EW DELH'S GRADUAL move from its Cold War-era principle of non-align-

‘ment to the more pragmatic multi-alignment could well have hit a wall in

2022.The war in Ukraine sharpened the renewed great power rivalries and
Indiah. bothsid
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‘WORDLY WISE
"WHEN STATESMEN WANT TO GAIN TIME,
THEY OFFER TO TALK.
— HENRY KISSINGER

The food price constraint

Upcoming budget needs to address structural issues
that weigh down the agricultural sector

DHARMAKIRTI JosHI, PANKHURI TANDON AND SHARVARI RAJADHYAKSHA

MONETARY POLICY IN India has been navi-
gating diverging economic trends. While
GDP growth continues to surprise on the up-
side, coreinflation seems setonadownward
trajectory. However, food inflation — typi-
cally considered idiosyncratic — has stayed

ship with Russia on the one hand, and deepening ties with the US on the other. Two and a
halfyears later, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's first visit to Russia since the conflict began
shows that New Delhi is getting more adept on the diplomatic tightrope: While the visit
saw warmth between PM Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin and a slew of an-

|, restricting the fall in the
consumer price index (CPI) and restraining
the Monetary Policy Committee of the
Reserve Bank of India. Mint Road wants to
reinininflation at4 per centonadurable ba-
sis from 4.8 per cent now. But is this possible
without falling food inflation?

nounc tec the defenc ip, Indiaalso chlded Moscow

asitmadea srlongel pltch for| peace. However, the vexed c| multi-al t,of Food.c
balancing ontradictory i , remain. Two for

PM Modi during the visit are icofthe c¢ that India must navigate.

Reacting to the alleged bombing by Russia of a children’s hospital in Kyiv, he said that
suchanincident was “painful” and “peace talks do not succeed amid bombs, guns and bul-
lets”. The joint statement “noted with appreciation relevant proposals of mediation and
good offices aimed at peaceful resolution of the conflict in accordance with international
law and on the basis of the UN Charter in i totality”. Tt
asharpening of the PM's earlier formulation that “this is not an era of war”, first made in
2022 and echoed in the G20 New Delhi Declaration. At the same time, they leave room
for India to play the role of a bridge between Russia and the West. Calling Russia an “all-
weather friend” is aimed at ensuring that Delhi and Moscow can carry forward their en-
gagement despite the looming China factor and India’s deep and growing ties with the
US and Europe. The Ukraine war has isolated Russia from the West and its economic sta-
bility owes much to Beijing’s backing. Given India’s long-standing dispute with China
over its aggression on the border and its need for Russian oil and arms, including spare
parts and mai e for pre-existing inventory, in the medi iti ial that
the supply chains from Moscow are maintained.

Of course, Delhi's balancing act is growing more demanding in a polarised world. The
current scenario is volatile, what happens in the US election later this year has signifi-
cantramifications — to what extent will the new White House reshape the dynamic with
Europe and China? That's why the way forward for India is to continue to engage with all
partners bilaterally and in minilaterals like the Quad 12U2 and Shanghai Cooperation

mark

0 per centweight
in the CPI basket. Hence, and as past trends
alsoindicate, overall inflation cannot be tamed
without bringing down food prices. Inall the
years that CPI has neared 4 per cent, food in-
flation has stayed below 4 per cent. Since
2000, the headline reading has gone below 4
per cent in just six years, with the most
durable run seen during 2000-2006 when it
averaged 3.9 per cent. Notably, food inflation
averaged 2.5 per cent in those years.

Since then, there have been only two years
of the headline number dipping below target
—2017-18 and 2018-19 - when it averaged
3.5 per cent. That was when food inflation was
amere 1 per cent. Food inflation surged after
the pandemic to 6.4 per cent on average (be-
tween2020-21and 2023-24), higher than the
5.9 per cent overall CPlinflation.

Inthe 50 months since the first lockdown,
inflation has remained above 4 per cent all
throughand food has been above 4 per centin
39 months. Headline inflation has been above
6 per cent in 24 months (the upper limit of
RBI's tolerance band of 2-6 per cent) while
food has been above 6 per cent in 28 months.

d onits economic. rests.Ifa theUs,
Japan and Australia is necessary to keep China in check in the Indo-Pacific, the relation-
ship with Russia is needed for energy security and defence. Doing business with a grow-
ingIndiais in the interest of all sides.

IT’S HEATING UP

Breaches of Paris Pact’s 1.5 degrees target are a reminder:
Countries must build resilience against weather vagaries

HE AVERAGE GLOBAL temperature between July 2023 and June 2024 was

the highest on record, according to the European Union’s Copernicus Climate

Change Servlce 's latest bulletin. The agency, among the World Meteorological

¢} ion’s key sources of cli data, has revealed that in the past 12

months, the planet was 1.64 degrees Celsius hotter than in the fossil fuel era. The findings

donoti i mean that the world has defaulted on the Paris Climate Pact’s 1.5 de-

grees threshold — that target is measured in terms of decadal averages and not yearly

temperature. Last month was the Earth’s hottest June on record. The onset of La Nina

might bring relief to people in several pars of lhe world. Nevertheless, there are enough

he EUagency's dat:

porary” breaches of the 1.5-degrees target over the past two years are warnings to brace
for awarmer world and bolster adaptation mechanisms.

ift in global

ReducingGHG limiting of warmi far
focus of climate policymaking. However, i been
d the global ity has never agreed on wh burdenof decar-
At ime,itisinc thatevenadecimal-point
inc warmin d frequent. Last
year, the IPCC' i eare*]

ly
scale, reactive and incremental with most focusing on near-term risks”. The report under-
lined the need to weather-proof agriculture, secure people’s livelihoods, protect the vul-
nerable from rising seas and rivers and strengthen healthcare systems.

In 2021, the New Delhi-based Council for Energy Envlmnment and Waler 's study re-

vealed that percentofindia’ and
most regions have low adaptive capacities. India does have a climate adaptation plan. But
th yyearby floodsand heat oresthatmuch needs
tobe done to secure the Despif err India's weather reporting sys-

tem finds it dlfﬁ(ul[ to keep pace with climate-related complexities. The mfrastmcture of
even Delhi, Mumbai,and Bengalurt
episodes. Like most parts of the world, India’s climate adaptanon project remains a top-
down endeavour. It's time that policymakers appreciated that climate change is a global
phenomenon that cannot overlook local solutions.

COACH GAMBHIR

He is likely to emphasise primacy of the team over
individual glory. That can only be good
AAUTAM GAMBHIR's STINT as the head coach of the Indian men’s team can take
cricketaway from the celebrity culture that has come to define it, and towards
anacknowledgement of the collective effort that results in victories ordefeats
Neverthe flashiest or most-talented playerin ing

E 11 CPIslid to 5.4 per centin 2023-
24,food rose to 7.5 per cent. It climbed further
t0 8.7 per cent in the first two months of the
current financial year.
Hence, the easing of inflation to 4 per cent
i groundsat
present. RBI expects average inflation at 4.5
percentinthe currentyear, quar-
ter at 4.5 per cent. This assumes a normal

The time has come for policy
to factor in the effects of
climate change since the
absence of mitigating
measures could lead to a
structural increase in the
risks to food inflation.
Controlling climate change’s
impact on food will require
help from fiscal policy.
Agricultural infrastructure
needs to be upgraded —
from production to
transportation and storage.
For production, policy can
help promote climate-
resistant crop varieties. The
introduction of heat-
resistant wheat was a
welcome step this year,
which needs to be pursued
for other crops as well.
Agricultural research needs
to be incentivised. Currently,
investments in RED are just
around 0.5 per cent of
agriculture GDP, according
to a2023 paper by ICRIER.

'monsoon and high base will lower food infla-
tion. CPI has softened recently due to the slide
innon-food inflation, including core inflation
(inflation excluding food and fuel). At 3 per
centinMay, core inflation was atarecord low.
This fall would suggest muted demand pres-
sures oninflation, creating scope for rate cuts.

Time and again, evidence has suggested
the pivotal role of food in controlling overall
inflation. Since food has high weight and is
purchased ata higher frequency,itis known to
influence inflation expectations and can put
pressure on wages.

Recentresearch (Are food prices the ‘true”
coreof India's inflation?, RBI Bulletin January
2024) shows that large and persistent food
shocks spill over into non-food inflation.
Additionally, high food inflation hits the poor
more since it has a higher weight in their
consumption basket. Our assessment shows
that the bottom 20 per cent of the popula-
tion in rural and urban areas currently face
nearly 50 basis points higher inflation than
the top 20 per cent.

‘When will food inflation loosen its grip?
Historically, the monsoon used to be its key
determinant. Yet, climate change has in-
creased the uncertainty around rains, and is
progressively adding other weather shocks
foragriculture. The key hope for this yearisan
above normal monsoon predicted by the

Evenso,it

and unseasonal rains contributed to a surge
ininflation, even as the monsoon turned out
normal. In 2023-24, El Nifio was aggravated
by global warming, leading to the driest
August India had seen in recorded history.
While the shocks have been varied in na-
ture, they have kept overall food inflation stub-
bornly high. Heatwaves have affected crop
ploducnon by depleting gloundwatel levels
ing wheat grains and pest
They also affected dairy and poultry output.
On the other side, unseasonal rains hit crops
during harvesting and transportation stages.
The time has come for policy to factor in
the effects of climate change since the absence
of mitigating measures could lead to a struc-
tural increase in the risks to food inflation.
Controlling climate change’s impact on food
‘will require help from fiscal policy. Agricultural
mfrastnmure needs to be upgmded from
product For
production, policy can help promote climate-
res:smnt crop varieties. The mtroducnon nf
heat wheat wasawelc
year, which needs to be pursued for other
crops as Well Agricultural research needs to
Currently,i
arejustaround 0.5 per cent of agriculture GDP
according to a2023 paper by ICRIER.
Irrigation infrastructure needs to be
stepped up amld heatwave-linked risks to

water Despite government ef-

D
dnsmbutnon as always, remains uncertain.
D rivingonschedule, its
progress has been slow. As of June 30, the all-
India rainfall deficiency was 11 per cent be-
low the long period average. A pick-upinrains
sincethen the deficit. But, tospur

forts, only 57 per cent of agnculmre is cov-
eredbyir d foox
processing should be furlher encouraged.
This will help reduce food wastage amid in-
creasing risks to food supply. Until these
structural i d, risks for food

the rural economy. andtotackle fucd inflation,
weneedad rain:
for the rest of the season.

Toincrease therisks further, other weather
shocks such as heatwaves and unseasonal
rains have added a fresh dimension to food
productionandits price outlook. With climate
change, the frequency and scale of these
shocks has been increasing, evident in the
post-pandemic period. In 2022-23, heatwaves

inflation are likely to stay elevated. Even
though monetary policy has limited capac-
ity to address these issues, it cannot ignore
persistently high food prices if it wants to
achieve its goal. The upcoming Union Budget
needs to intensify efforts in this direction.

Joshiis chief economist, Tandon is senior
economist, and Rajadhyaksha is economic
analyst at CRISIL Ltd

[LEADER AND TEACHER

Through his work and teaching, the Dalai Lama has deepened a culture of debate

LATiKA GUPTA

THEXIV DALAI Lama, who turned 89 on July
6, is popular for his modern perspective on
life and politics. Over six decades, he has
transformed himself from a spiritual and
religious leader of the Tibetans to a teacher
of democracy.

The Dalai Lama has provided magnani-
mous leadership to the Tibetan
Government-in-Exile to peacefully fight for
ademocratic order. With his guidance, acon-
stitution was launched by the Tibetans in
1963.1n1991,a charter for governancein ex-
ile based on Buddhist values, liberal democ-
racy and human rights was launched. He
emerged as agreat teacher-practitioner who
ushered Tibetans into a democratic way of
life. He used the medium of “teachings”, as
is prescribed in Tibetan Buddhism, to nur-
ture the idea of democracy in his followers.

By conceptualising democracy in specific
‘ways and communicating it, he has created
an organic discourse around its knowledge.
His speeches help us identify a “teach-able”
version of democracy. He described democ-
racy as a process using which the Tibetans
could walk on a path leading to it (democ-
racy)and continued to convey the scope for
further reforms. He assured his followers re-
peatedly that democracy was connected
with Buddhism.

‘Thisis consistent with the construct of “ve-
hicles” in Tibetan Buddhism. Different vehi-
cles of Buddhist practice are characterised by
different manifestations of the role of the
teacher. A*“vehicle” possesses a base, path,and
fruit. The base is the experience, understand-
ing, and personal development of the practi-

IN GooD FarTH

The Dalai Lama remained
consistent with the Buddhist
tradition of training the mind
to overcome afflictive
emotions. While teaching
and encouraging people to
practise democracy, he
maintained a position of
spiritual freedom that refuses
to strike back in anger or
retaliation. The spiritual
freedom with which the Dalai
Lama has responded to
violence is an inspiration to
us all. This is where he has
been a symbol of yet another
aspect of the liberal outlook.

tioner. The pathis the appropriate practice and
the fruit is the accomplishment. The Dalai
Lama has helped the exiles visualise democ-
racy as a base of life, a path and also a fruit to
beachieved. He paved the ground for thinking
afresh about collective governance and the
need to achieve a middle path between the
cultural past and the modern present.
‘While introducing such complex ideas,
he constantly refers to the role of education.
His approach can be classified as that of the
20th-century educationist John Dewey who
considers education a social process. In this
frame, the Dalai Lama emerges as a teacher
who introduced a transformative idea to a
large group of people, conti taught it

respectful of differences among religious vi-
sions while remaining open to the beauty,
goodness, and truth.

Learning to gain knowledge and wisdom
is central to Buddhism. Its primary principle
is that ignorance is the root cause of all suf-
fering, and knowledge s the antidote. One of
the mostimportant ritualised practices is to
gainknowledge through debate. The central
purpose of Tibetan monastic debate is to de-
feat misconceptions, establish the correct
view, and clear objections to that view. It in-
volves mastering several verbal and non-ver-
bal patterns, diligently learning and under-
standing the meaning of various
principles. Itisa partof the cul-

and then asserted the need to practise
democracy. He helped them develop the
conviction that change will come if efforts
are made.

He remained consistent with the
Buddhist tradition of training the mind to
overcome afflictive emotions. While teaching
and encouraging people to practise democ-
racy, he maintained a position of spiritual
freedom that refuses to strike back in anger
or retaliation. The spiritual freedom with
‘which the Dalai Lama has responded to vio-
lenceis aninspiration to us all. This is where
he has beena symbol of yet another aspect of
the liberal outlook. He has been open to the
‘wisdom of other religions, a practice deeply
rooted in his own Madhyamaka tradition of
Buddhism. The Dalai Lama has presented a
model of interfaith education whichinvolves
shaping a healthy religious identity
grounded in the resources of one tradition,

tural patrimony that the Dalai Lama has
reimagined and emphasised by promoting
itinreligious institutions and secular schools.
Itis taught to all the Tibetan refugee children.
He has promoted debate as a way to arrive
atastable and resolved understanding of is-
sues that may help Tibetans construct
knowledge and face the challenges of living
with uncertainties.

We can celebrate the Dalai Lama by ac-
knowledging his work as an educational
philosopher. The term “Dalai Lama” is itself
made up of the Mongolian word dalai (i.e.
vast/ocean)and the Tibetan word blama(i.e.
spiritual teacher) meaning Ocean-like
Spiritual Teacher. The XIV Dalai Lama is a
‘Magnificent Teacher indeed.

The wrriter teaches education at
Delhi University. She was the FUR fellow for
Dalai Lama Studies in 2022

Gambhir reached the top of the game using the unglamorous attributes of hard work,
grit, astrong mind and a solid work ethic.

It’s this q thatis likely to appeal to coming into the team in a transi-
tional phase of Indian cricket. Stalwarts like Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma are outliers
who are capable of working things out if they fall into a rut. All they may ever need from
acoach would be reassurance, more than technical inputs. As far as the seniors are con-
cerned, keeping the dressing room a happy place is key. It's the development of the less
heralded players that should be the new coach’s focus. Gambhir takes up the India job af-
ter guiding Kolkata Knight Riders to the Indian Premier League title in his first season as
mentor. That team was characterised by a lack of big superstars — no player from the
franchise featured in India’s 15-man squad for the T20 World Cup.

Gambhir has often railed against the tendency of tuming; cricketers into demi-gods. A
partofitcouldt i to him not; tellar roles il
of the two World Cups India won during his time. Be it his stint as Delhi’s Ranji Trophy cap-
tain or KKR coach, the furmer Lok Sabha MPis known to punt on youngsters with promise
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GOLDEN TEMPLE ACTION

THE GOVERNMENT ASSERTED that the se-
cessionist movement in Punjab, under the
increasing influence of external forces, had
assumed menacing proportions, forcingit to
take action in the Golden Temple complex
and elsewhere in the state. The White Paper
says that the anti-national movement ma-
tured with the active support of small groups
operating from countries like the US, UK,
West Germany and Canada.

KAR SEVA CONFUSION
THE UNION GOVERNMENT'S efforts to per-
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de hreligious leadt dertake k

seva of the damaged Golden Temple com-
plex bounced back as the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee made it
clear that the SGPC is authorised to under-
take kar seva. Any decision on its launch
would take place only after the Army was
withdrawn — not only from the Golden
Temple complex but also fromall other gur-
dwaras in the state.

THIRD WORLD CONCERN
FOREIGN MINISTERS OF SAARC expressed

particularly on the question of the seventh
replenishment of the International
Development Association. They also ex-
pressed their distress over the stalemate in
the North-South dialogue.

A CASE OF STOLEN EYES

APECULIAR CASE of “theft” of a pair of eyes
has come to light. According to a complaint
ludged with theAl[MS director by a resident

istrictof
Uttar Pradesh, his son, Ghanshyam’s body
when handed over to him after the post-

their concern over the lack of
developmental needs of the Third World,

was discovered to have
its eyes replaced with a pair of artificial eyes.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Modi reportedly told Putin that ‘when innocent children are killed, the heart
bleeds, and that pain is very terrifying. But judging by the outcome of the summit,
the Indian PM survived this pain and found comfort in Putin’ friendly embrace.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Russia razor’s edge

PM Modi’s successful visit to Russia indicates a consolidation
of bilateral ties despite geopolitical constraints

NANDAN UNNIKRISHNAN

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's success-
ful visit to Russia has once again demonstrated
India’s ability towalk the geopolitical equiva-
lentof arazor’s edge and give everyone some-
thingto cheer about while providing stability
to ties with a consequential partner.

The proponents of the bilateral relation-
ship will refer to the warm words Modi had
for Russiaand President Vladimir Putin: The
synergy of the political vision of the world;
the charting of new areas of economic and
scientific cooperation, and the slew of agree-
ments that will open the path to reaching a
trade turnover of $100 billion by 2030.

Those who would rather see India and
Russia drift apart will point to the frank
words of the PM on Ukraine and the lack of
significant military purchases. The PM's for-
mulations on Ukraine — “the death of inno-
centchildrenc P he soluti
to the war in Ukraine "cannot be found on
the battlefield" and that “Indiais on the side
of peace” and would do everything possible
toachieve this peace — will echo across me-
diaforalong time.In today’s geopolitical sce-
nario, the visit cannot be confined to the bi-
lateral context. It will be seen as New Delhi's
emphatic endorsement of strong ties with
Moscow despite the fighting in Ukraine, con-
cernsabout the Kremlin's growing ties with
Beijing and Western pressures to de-couple
from Russia. India and Russia also share the
goal of ushering in a multi-polar world.

On Ukraine, Modi managed to convince
the Kremlin to discharge all Indians in the
Russian armed forces and assist them in get-
ting back home. It is estimated that 30 to 40
Indians, four of whom have reportedly been
killed, are currently performing various
tasks with the Russian armed forces.
Additionally, India and Russia agreed that
the Ukraine conflict had to be resolved
peacefully “through dialogue and diplo-
macy... in accordance with international
law and on the basis of the UN Charter in its
entirety and totality”. Getting Russia to agree
to this formulation in the joint statement
doesn’t mean that India will immediately
throw itself into mediation mode. Still, this
wording could be the basis on which
Moscow and West-backed Kyiv could be
nudged to the negotiation table.

Moscow’s growing closeness with Beijing
undoubtedly figured in the informal talks
Modi had with Putin over dinner. During the
discussions, Modi would have tried to gauge
whether there has been any change in
Moscow's traditional position of neutrality
inIndia-China ties.

While the content of the Modi-Putin chat
on China is unlikely to come into the public
«domain for some time, Russian foreign min-
ister Sergei Lavrov's recent utterances on the
subject suggest that there is no change inits
long-standing stance. When referring to the
India-China border clashes, at the recent
Primakov Readings, Lavrov said that Russia
looks at, “with understanding”, India’s cur-
rent views on talks with China. Slml]ar]y

and would have most probably been reas-
sured that New Delhi would not allow ties
with Washington to impinge on Indo-
Russia relations.

On the bilateral front, the leaders would
have spent considerable time discussing
ways of boosting trade, which has been con-
siderably hampered by the wide-ranging
‘Western sanctions on Russia. Paradoxically,
despite the war and related sanctions, India
and Russia trade has grown exponentially
from the barely $10 billion before February
2022 to $65.7 billion in the last financial
year. The two sides traded goods worth
$17.5 billion in the first quarter of this year,
suggesting that last year's figures are likely
to be exceeded.

This rapid growth is attributable to the
massive spurt in the purchase of Russian oil,
which was being sold at discounted rates fol-
lowing the imposition of sanctions. The man-
ifold hin I new prob-
lems — payments and trade imbalance. The
need to avoid sanctions on payments to
Russia has led to the revival of rupee-rouble,
which now accounts for nearly 60 per cent
of payments. But the balance of trade is mas-
sively in Russia’s favour,amounting currently
toover $50 billion. If adequate measures are
not tak thisislikely toinci -
ergy purchases by India are likely to grow in
the future.

These issues would have figured promi-

Putin would h htan

nentlyin the disc

of India’s growing vith the US

asin tary ¢ pecific

‘While the content of the
Modi-Putin chat on China is
unlikely to come into the
public domain for some
time, Russian foreign
minister Sergei Lavrov’s
recent utterances on the
subject suggest that there is
no change in its long-
standing stance. When
referring to the India-China
border clashes, at the recent
Primakov Readings, Lavrov
said that Russia looks at,
‘with understanding’,
India’s current views on
talks with China.

CR Sasikumar

details are not being announced. But a pe-
rusal of the joint statement issued at the end
of the visit hints at possible new payment
mechanisms and identifies awhole range of
new areas — agriculture,

A plan for
national well-being

Success of India’s family-planning programme
lies in making it integral to the health
of communities and empowerment of women

e/

W

mographicdiversity. The strategy also gives
significant consideration to social issues
suchasageat marriage, age atfirst birth,and
education. These factors are crucial fora ho-
listic approach to family planning that ad-
dresses the diverse needs of the nation.
The Mission Parivar Vikas (MPV),one of

J P NADDA

ONTHIS WORLD Population Day, we reflect
on India’s journey in family planning and
reaffirm our commitment to address the
challenges that lie ahead.

As endorsed in the United Nations
International Conference on Population
Development (ICPD) in May, India has not
only provlded leadership totheICPDagenda
but!

the government, was launched in 2016 for
increasing access to contraceptives and fam-
ily- i ficesin i ility di
tricts Bihar,

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Chhamsgarh
Jharkhand and Assam).

The approach uses awareness cam-
paigns such as Saarthi Vaahans (awareness
on wheels) and Saas Bahu Sammelens to
address social barriers for young women
to access contraceptives and providing

icesandim-
proving omes, especially mater-

Nayi Pahel ‘married couples to
sensitise them about responsible

nal health and child health.

InIndia, people are opting for smaller
families, averaging just two children. This
trend reflects asignificant shift over the past
decade, during which more than half of
women (57 per cent) in their reproductive
age(15to49years) have actively used mod-
ermnc ives. This wi use of

practices.
lmprovemen[s inthe uptal(e of modern
districtsled to th
government’s decision to scale up this pro-
gramme to all districts of the seven states
and in six Northeastern states in 2021.
Currently, the National Planning pro-
gramme offers a variety of reversible mod-

contraceptives hi the success of

ontrac devices, oral pill:

India’s family planning programme.
However, family planning is much more; it

MPAinjectionsetc. In 10 states, covering two
dnsmctseach subden'nal |mp]ants andsub-
therollout stage,

is integral to the health and well-being of
communities and empowering women by
providing them with rights and choices.
With 369 million young people aged 10-24,
India is on the brink of a transformative

demographic shift.
Moreover, over the decades, the pro-
adopting
family| rang-

ing from clinic-based to target-oriented
methods, and the voluntary adoption of
family-planning choices. This variation rep-
resents the adaptation of policies to meet
the changlng needs of the population.

d health poli-

W|th plans for further extension.

As we commemorate World
Population Day 2024, themed “Healthy
Timing and Spacing of Pregnancy for the
Health and Well-being of Mother and
Child", we acknowledge the efforts of our
state counterparts and the relentless ded-
ication of our health workforce, including
ANMs, ASHAs, and other ground-level
functionaries who are at the forefront of
delivering crucial services.

The government is committed to over-
coming barriers related to access, miscon-
ceptions about contraceptive methods, lack

‘which could be growth areas for Indian ex-
ports. The two sides have also agreed to in-
tensify efforts on maritime and land connec-
tivity projects — International North-South
Transport corridor, the Chennai-Vladivostok
and Arctic Ocean Northern maritime corri-
dors —among others.

While details are sparse, the joint state-
ment suggests that the interruptions in the
flow of military spares and delays in
weapons platform deliveries are to be ad-
dressed primarily through the setting up of
production units inIndia, probably under the
‘Make in India’ initiative.

Given the above, it does not appear that
the India-Russia relationship is in “terminal

ci ise the necessity of

of. ical and economic

the unmet need for family planning, defined
as the percentage of women who do not
‘want to have children or want todelay child-
bearing butare not! uslnganymethod ofcon-
tmcepnon Th amil

challenges, and restrictive social and cul-
tural norms. Substantial investments are
being made to improve family-| plannmg
servlce dellvery including ensuring the
of both temporary and long-

stone in 2012 with the introduction of the
Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child,
and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A) ap-

term contraceptive methods, adequate
budgetary allocations,and maintaining un-
interrupted supplles athealth facllmes and

proach, alongside th phasis on family

thmuvh: workers..

planning through Family P 2020and
now Family Planning 2030.1t has progres-
swely focussed on: ralsmgawareness foster—

services are being ex-
tended tu lhe last mile through Ayushman
Amgya Mandu's

decline” as suggested by some c¢
tors. On the contrary, the Modi-Putin dia-
logue indicates that efforts are being made
to make bilateral ties more resilient, consid-
ering the current geopolitical realities and
the limitations of both countries.

Modi and Putin appear to understand
that the future of stable Indo-Russian ties will
depend on how deeply the two countries can
involve themselves in each other’s national
development projects.

The writer is senior fellow,
Observer Research Foundation

ingc - nav-
cess toinformation and service: igatethec iti i devel
[herangeofconnacepnvechmces ensuring opment, urbamsalmn and mlgratlon
e of service liciesen-
(he last mile,and i sures that ic growth translates
strategies in high-| Ly regions. i i i i

The growth and development of a
countryis linked to population dynamics.
The aim is to maintain and achieve re-
placement levels of fertility both nation-
ally and sub-nationally. India has already
achieved replacement level of fertility at
the national level (TFR 2.0) and 31
states/UTs have already achieved this mile-
stone as per NFHS-5 (2019-21).

Family planning has also been recog-
msed globally as reducing maternal and

pros-
perity. Successful interventions must go
hand-in-hand with niche strategies.

On this World Population Day, let us
pledge to build a brighter and healthier fu-
ture for all, with a special focus on margin-
alised and vulnerable communities across
India. Let us strive for a future where our de-
mographic dividend is fully realised, where
every citizen has access to quality health-
care,and where the health and well-being of
ourpeopleare the foundation of our nation's

mortality. A
of uson

Why we forgot K C Neogy

His absence from collective memory speaks of a larger syndrome

BiBEK DEBROY

THAVE NO intention of converting this col-
umn into a Neogy biography. In an earlier
column (‘The administrator India forgot', IE,
June 13), I wrote about Kshitish Chandra
Neogy (1888-1970). But, a few bits need to
be added. In that column, I mentioned that
in 1946, he became amember of the Nuclear
Commission, which led to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. In October
1946, Jawaharlal Nehru wrote to Lord Wavell
(Selected Works): “It may interest you to
know that over amonth ago I requested KC
Neogy to become a delegate in our UNO
Delegation to America. He accepted it, but
soon after he expressed his inability to go.
The reason he gave me was that conditions
in East Bengal were fast deteriorating and
thata general attack on behalf of the Muslim
League was expected in the near future.

‘We know K C Neogy was a member of
Indian National Congress and was elected to
the Constituent Assembly (1946) from
Bengal. But before this, there was the Central
Legislative Assembly and, representing
Bengal, he was elected to this in 1920, 1923,
1926and 1930.Now thatalot of information
has been digitised, we can find more stuff
from parliamentary records. He was edu-
cated in Presidency College (Kolkata) and
Dhaka College and was married to Lila Devi.
From 1935 to 1940, he was Dewan of the
Mayurbhanj State, a fact thatis probably not
generally known. His permanent address
was in Southern Avenue (Kolkata). In 1939,
Charulal Mukherjea published a book titled
The Santals. It was dedicated to Maharaja
Pratap Chandra Bhanja Deo of Mayurbhanj
and Neogy was some kind of trigger for the

Neogy did not wish to leave his family in East
Bengal when everybody there seemed to be
expecting this mass attack.” Nehru also
stated this in an interview he gave to the
press in September 1946, “As for the pro-
posed Indian delegation to the UNO, origi-
nally the Government had invited Syed Raza
Ali and Pandit Hriday Nath Kunzru. Neither
of them was able to accept. Later, Neogy was
invited and he accepted, butin the past few
days Neogy informed me that he would be
unable to go owing to more or less
domestic reasons.”

InJanuary 1938, he wrote to the
author, “l am glad that you are thinking of
bringing out a comprehensive book on the
Santals, incorporating your past writings on
the subject. As you know we have avery large
Santal population in Mayurbhanj,and would
like to encourage a regular ethnological and
anthropological survey of this as well as
other aboriginal tribes inhabiting this
state....In case, however, you feel interested
inundertaking a study of our Santal popula-
tion on the spot, I shall arrange for requisite
facilities in the matter.” Mayurbhanj state did

help the author in his survey.

There are two reasons why Neogy faded
from public memory. Jawaharlal Nehru was
fond of him and once Nehru was no longer
around, Neogy lost his importance. Plus, he
himself aged. More importantly, he wrote lit-
tle, almost nothing at all, other than what
was partof committee reports. An exception
was a piece he wrote, titled “Rabindra Nath
Tagore, the Poet Laureate of India". (Which
educated Bengali could avoid writing on
Tagore?). This was published in The Open
Courtin 1917.(Tagore won the Nobel Prize in
1913.) “Indeed, the sudden acclamation in
the West of Rabindra Nath Tagore as a world-
poet of the first magnitude, has made a few
critical spirits in India shake their heads in

eulogy and benediction with which he has
been greeted from all quarters, he does not
seem to be quite happy with his Indian audi-
ence. After his first return from Europe,
Rabindra Nath was received everywhere in
India with affectionate regard. But he
seemed to suspect that much of the honour
showered on him, particularly in his native
province of Bengal, was but the echo of the
tributes of praise that were unstintedly ren-
dered to his genius in the West... It might be
said that a poet was often-times more hon-
oured by posterity than by his own genera-
tion.” This might seem contrarian today. But
writing in 1917, there was a grain of truth to
it. And reluctant though Bengalis might be
toadmitit,in 1913, Bengal didn'tapplaud the

doubtand weigh and scrutinise t]

praise that has been bestowed on this illus-
trious son of Ind(ia). Whether the halo that
surrounds him today will endure is more
than one can say. And these Indian critics are
inspired with the fear that what appears to
be natural splendour radiating from a lus-
trous gem of the Indian deep, may, after the
excitement of the passing hour has spent it-
self, prove tobe but theiillusive effect of some
handy optical stage device, impressed into
service at the impatient call of the goading
desire of the West for something fresh and
quaint in the way of stimulants...
Overwhelmed as the poet has been by the

Nobel Prize

The only other written piece that goes
under Neogy's name is a piece in a slim
monograph titled, “What Happened After
Gandhi's Arrest”. This was published by
the India League of America in 1942. But
this was actually a speech delivered in the
Central Legislative Assembly in 1942. We
are often accused of not documenting his-
tory properly. A malaise also relevant for
K C Neogy.

The writer is chairman, Economic
Advisory Council to the PM.
Views are personal
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improving maternal and child health. This
shift is necessary because family-planning
strategies have to be adapted to India’s de-

The writer is Union Minister of Health and
Family Welfare and
Chemicals and Fertilisers

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RETHINK SECURITY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Terror in
Kathua' (IE, July 10). Terror operations
seem to have shifted to the south of Pir
Panjal. Forces thinned out with increas-
ing strength rerouted to the LAC. Indian
Army troops in the sectors south of
Banihal should rethink their operating
procedures given the changed scenarios
—anincreasing liaison with intelligence
agencies and revamping intelligence
‘mechanisms. Counter-terrorism activi-
ties must be based on a proactive ap-
proach. Such casualties given the highly
professional nature of the armed forces
is not acceptable.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Terror in
Kathua' (IE, July10). Frequent terror at-
tacks onthe Indian Army convoys in J&K
appears to be a well-conceived conspir-
acy, presumably involving local ele-
‘ments. Thismay bea tactic to disrupt the
upcoming state assembly elections. The
recurrence of such tragicinstances fliesin
the face of assurances that the Valley's
security has been strengthened. The in-
volvement of the local population is a
‘matter of great concern and reflects the
oversight of the intelligence apparatus.
Ravi Mathur, Noida

THE BLAME GAME

THISREFERSTO thearticle,‘A mockery of
Parliament’ (IE, July 10). Maintaining
decorum in Parliament s the duty of all,
including the Prime Minister. The PM
must realise that his stature has vastly
diminished. It is no concession on his
part to sit through and listen to the
speech of the Leader of Opposition,
rather itis his duty. He is known for fre-
quently skipping the sessions in
Parliament. The language he chooses to
describe the LOP — “balak buddhi” is
tactless.

Peter Mundackal, Dwarka

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A mockery
of Parliament’( IE, July 10). The writer,
the Deputy Chairperson of Rajya Sabha
has called the Opposition’s sloganeer-
ing during the prime minister’s
speeches in Parliament as antithetical
to the fundamental values of democ-
racy. But, the lack of action suggests
that the conduct was not punishable,
unlike in 2023, when 146 opposition
MPs were suspended. The onus to run
both the Houses smoothly rests with
the government. Lest we forget the
BJP's use of parliamentary disruption
asa democratic exercise.

LRMurmu, New Delhi
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Who is afraid

of India’s
relations with Russia?

India’s ties with Moscow needn’t worry the West, given the role New Delhi can play in pursuit

of peace. Indian strategic autonomy, however, would be better assured by economic success

arely a year after US President Joe
Biden hosted Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the White House
to much fanfare, it's the Kremlin
now that is courting India’s leader
in much the same way. US efforts to
woo India to its side—or the West—in a world
riven by geopolitics may seem to have failed,
as both Modi and Russian President Vladimir
Putin sang paeans to the two nations’ enduring
friendship on Tuesday. Sure, misgivings have
emerged in the West and Ukraine’s leader has
expressed concerns. But New Delhi's parallel
ties with Moscow aren't something that should
make the Western bloc uneasy. With China and
Russia in a “no-limits” pact, India can plausibly
act as a channel of communication with Russia
in an attempt to settle the conflict in Ukraine.
New Delhi’s geopolitical neutrality could grant
it the role of an intermediator trusted by both
sides. Although its peace-securing exertions are
yet to come good, attempts by other countries’
leaders having fallen flat means the West may
need to depend on India. Notably, White House
spokesperson Karine Jean-Pierre alluded to
such an eventuality: “We believe India’s long-
standing relationship with Russia gives it the
ability to urge President Putin to end his brutal
war, an unprovoked war in Ukraine.” This is an
opportunity for a global legacy that India must
not let pass, even if it is difficult to pull off.

That said, it's bilateral economic ties that
took centre-stage during Modi’s Moscow visit.
Among the agreements struck, the most promi-
nentis a plan to boost bilateral trade to $100 bil-
lion by 2030. Trade has already leapt up from
the $10 billion level a few years ago. Western
sanctions imposed on Russia after its 2022 inva-
sion of Ukraine resulted in Russian oil being

shipped in large volumes at a discount to Indian
ports. Turned away by Western buyers, Russia
found an eager consumer of its exports in India,
which was glad to find an oil-shock absorber
that could help keep local inflationary pressures
in check. These imports have also helped soften
the impact on global oil prices of the war in
Europe by reducing Indian demand in the
global full-price market. The deal’s effect is
visible in our trade data. Taken together, our
exports to Russia and imports from there
jumped to $65.6 billion in 2023-24, more than
six times the pre-pandemic figure. While this
makes the target of $100 billion by 2030 look
achievable, there lies a problem in its composi-
tion, with the balance of trade tilted heavily in
Russia’s favour. We ran up a whopping $57 bil-
lion trade deficit with Russia last year. In other
words, what we exported was only a small frac-
tion of what we imported. Unless this skew is
corrected, scaling up bilateral trade may not
prove sustainable. With Russia denied access
to global dollar payment systems, this concern
assumes even more importance. Rupee or rou-
ble settlements will work only if trade is better
balanced. Russia would resist being saddled
with a stash of rupees if there’s little it can buy
with it. Hence, like China, we must ship vast vol-
umes of our products to Russia. For this, India
must emerge as a global manufacturing hub.

India’s global heft would also be easier to
exercise if large markets grow reliant on sup-
plies from here. Economic success arguably
makes more space for strategic autonomy than
a game of equidistance from geopolitical adver-
saries. As for the West, it need not worry about
India joining an anti-West bloc, given our dis-
trust of China. But a neutral India could yet be
its best bet to keep the world order stable.
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India’s response to urban floods
needs an indepth study of causes

Complex water-table interactions under heavy rainfall suggest we need a much broader approach

S B

is a retired civil servant who was once
secretary, water resources, Kerala.

very monsoon, social media is

flooded with video footage of

floods all over the National Capital
Region (NCR), but the past few days had
particularly alarming images. While
corruption in public works and climate
change have amplified the damage, the
underlying problem is more basic.

Some eight years ago, | had argued on
these pages that flash floods have long
been a feature of life on the Indo-Gan-
getic floodplains. Archival sources on
south Bihar dating back to the 1860s,
when India was primarily an agricul-
tural economy, showed that sudden
floods during the rainy season were the
norm, as the Gangetic riverine network
overflowed its banks. These floods,
however, receded within days, causing
little damage and leaving a layer of fine
silt that replenished the soil and
enhanced farm productivity. Drought
and monsoon failure, rather than
floods, were the main worries then.

The origins of waterlogging on the
floodplain can be traced to early public
developmental works under British
rule, such as canals, all-weather roads
and railways, that involved construction
of embankments that often blocked
lines of natural drainage. The problem
has been compounded since with large-
scale urbanization. The NCR, located on
this floodplain, needs just three hours of
heavy rainfall to be flooded, and isolated
pools of floodwater can stagnate for

days, harming i , private
property and even life. Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Thiruvananthapuram and other
Indian cities suffer similarly.

Eight years ago, | was of the view that
better drainage could resolve the prob-
lem. On further reflection, since, it has
dawned on me that it's so complex that
flash floods in NCR cannot be pre-
vented, only mitigated and managed.

If NCR were situated on a coast,
excess water could drain into the sea.
Delhi, however, is on the inland Indo-
Gangetic floodplain that's one of the
flattest places on earth. Normal rainfall
water goes into water harvesting struc-
tures that recharge the phreatic/surface
water table (natural bodies like rivers,
ponds, open-raw wells and other artifi-
cial structures). But under incessant and
excessive rainfall, this phreatic table
gets fully recharged and rises to ground
level. This water table differs from the
intricate web of deep sub-surface aqui-
fers, from which tube wells draw water
and where water has accumulated over
millennia. The two tables are linked, but
we don't know exactly how.

Once the phreatic water table is fully
charged where can the excess water go,
especially since river levels are rising
and overflowing their banks?

In coastal cities, the answer is clear, as
sea-drainage guards against floods pro-
vided an adequate drainage system is in
place and in good repair under routine
maintenance. In floodplains, however,
drainage to the sea can only occur over
an extended period, since rivers have to
cover a long distance to reach their out-
let. Flash floods take place on account of
this time difference. Once heavy rains
cease, the waters subside and recede
back into the original river bed.

What then are the possible long-term
solutions, assuming drainage systems
are well designed, adequate and kept in
good repair?

First, more upstream reservoirs
(including hydroelectric projects) in the
hills, from where the rivers flow down
tothe floodplain. There are associated

INDIA

10 PEARS 60

technical and flooding
concerns that need to be addressed,
though, while designing these. Reser-
voirs have indeed been increasing over
time, but might be inadequate to pre-
vent flooding downstream as monsoon
rains cover the entire Indo-Gangetic
plain, and much of the flow into rivers at
this time is downstream.

Second, desilt, deepen, revive and
increase the area under ponds, wells,
lakes and other water harvesting struc-
tures where excess water can flow dur-
ing the monsoon season. These water
storage devices would also increase
‘water availability during the long dry
season that follows the monsoon and
during which there is extensive water
shortage, both for drinking purposes
and agriculture.

Three, minimize the built-up area
under concrete, asphalt, etc, in urban
areas so as to increase the recharge of
sub-surface water. We need more parks,
playgrounds, uncovered sidewalks by
roadsides, buildings, etc.

Four, the blocked natural lines of
drainage need to be de-obstructed
while designing and reworking drain-
age systems so that excess water can
flow towards the Yamuna and not accu-
mulate in low-lying areas. Underpasses
in particular should be avoided. Itis far
better to have elevated overpasses.

Five, needless to say, drainage sys-
tems need to be well maintained and
keptin good repair so that they are not
clogged with dirt, waste material, plas-
tic, etc, that obstruct the flow of water.

My broad sense is that while such
measures would mitigate the problem
during monsoon rains, ultimately there
is no preventing the water table from
rising in the floodplains during the
rainy season, as historical evidence
cited in the article indicates, and conse-
quential flash floods. Large and dense
urban agglomerations like the NCR are
fundamentally unsuited to such a vast
flat floodplain that is so far from the sea.
Urban planners and architects need to
take seasonal flooding into account.

JUST A THOUGAT

Like air pollution, flood
risk is a threat that
government should be
protecting us against.

BARRY GARDINER

Relieve solar panels of tariffs and see them proliferate

MANOJ PANT

\ %
is visiting professor at Shiv
Nadar University.

ost people would now agree, given
the recent heat wave in India and
around the world, that climate con-
trol is high on every country’s agenda.
Though it was hardly raised in India’s recent
elections, this probably indicates that there
are no serious political differences on this
issue. In fact, India d its commit-

alternative to traditional sources of power.
In India, most power is from fossil fuels.
To meet emission reduction targets,
increasing rooftop solar capacity is crucial.
However, India’s installation of solar panels
lags the national target of achieving 40
gigawatts (GW) of it by 2022, with only
7.3GW achieved by 30 November 2022
(official data). Recognizing the vital role
that rooftop panels play, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched the PM Suryo-
daya Yojana on 22 January this year to sup-
port rooftop solar panel installations for
h hold ing less than 300 units

ment to achieve net-zero emissions by 2070
at CoP-26in 2021. Additi

of electricity per month.
The PM highli

India aims to reduce its emission-intensity
by 45% below 2005 levels and increase non-
fossil power capacity to 50% by 2030, as part
of its August 2022 Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) update. As the same
government continues in India, it is likely
that these commitments will continue to
occupy prominence in policy pronounce-
ments. While tackling climate change (to
reduce greenhouse gases and carbon inten-
sity) involves a host of measures that include
reduced vehicular emissions, less use of fos-
silfuels, etc, one area in need of greater pol-
icy attention is rooftop solar power as an

India’s

rooftop potential in the context of the 2070
net-zero goal. As the green-energy sector
continues to grow, Modi has expressed his
belief that both investors and industry will
benefit. In the past, Union budgets have

Cheapen rooftop solar panel installations:
Apart from a battery, solar panels require
lithium wafers (almost solely made by
China), solar cells and the final element,
solar modules. Solar cells and modules are
crucial components. However, since April
2022, India has imposed a 40% customs duty

tariff rates from the Niti Aayog’s India Cli-
mate and Energy Dashboard. These rates
were ¥6.74 per kWh nationally and ¥9.36 per
kWh in Delhi. We then calculated the elec-
tricity-bill expenditure savings for house-
holds by subtracting the LCOE of rooftop
systems from the average electricity tariffs.

on solar modules and a 25% This difference represents
duty on solar cells (with the financial benefit per
some cguntr)y/grm srt)ectllf:c Household kYVE bo' egeﬂctricitly g_er;g—
exemptions), despite the e ated by rooftop solar instal-
country’s limited domestic eIeCt”c'ty lations.

production capacity.

The social (and private)
benefits of eliminating
customs duties on solar
panel inputs like cells and
modules can be calculated.
To calculate its benefit in
terms of saving on electric-
ity usage expenditure by

(th

often been used to provide ir forcli-
mate-control measures. However, the Bud-
get for 2024-25 is expected to go further on
India’s climate commitments. Thankfully,
there is a way to boost the adoption of roof-
top solar power without major financial
commitments or loss of government reve-
nues. This is because it can help households
lower their power bills.

surplus), we first identified

the levellized cost of electricity (LCOE) for
rooftop solar power. The ‘levellized cost' is
calculated assuming tariff-free imports of
solar cells and modules, and is found to
range between %3 per kilo Watt hour (kWh)
and 5 per kWh, based on research findings.
Next, we obtained the average electricity

savings would

incentivize the
mass adoption
of rooftop solar

power supply

We obtained India’s total
consumer surplus by mul-
tiplying this difference
with the projected total
solar energy generation
capacity. Our calculations
show a consumer surplus of
96,000 crore if the 2026
target of 40GW is achieved.
If India’s full residential
rooftop solar potential of
637GW (according to CEEW 2022) is
achieved, it would result in a far larger con-
sumer surplus of 15.2 trillion nationally and
75,000 crore in Delhi alone. This assumes
that the consumer pays the full cost of
installing and maintaining rooftop solar
panels. So these savings could be even

higher if the government subsidizes installa-
tion costs, as is the current practice.

In 2022-23, the government collected
2,160 crore in duty charges on imported
solar modules meant for 2.6GW of power
capacity. If India were to import solar mod-
ules for 637 GW of capacity to fulfil its entire
residential rooftop potential, the duty col-
lected would still amount to just 5.2 trillion.
This is far less than the aggregate energy cost
benefit of 215.2 trillion. Even if we assume
that only 25% of the full potential will be ful-
filled, the realizable gains would be large
enough to justify ending import duties on
key inputs for solar installations.

Given that sunlight, the planet's ultimate
power source, is free, what consumers could
save from rooftop panels (even as they con-
tribute to carbon-exhaust reduction) far out-
weighs the loss from reduced import duties
on solar modules. Reducing duties on solar
modules and cells would lower costs for
domestic assemblers and decrease the final
price of solar panels in India, thereby
encouraging wider adoption of solar energy.

Atthe very least, the forthcoming budget
should start phasing out duties on imported
cells and modules over the next few years to
better enable everyone to work towards
India’s climate commitments.
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Insolvency code reforms should
aim for swift and just resolutions

Let’s minimize process delays, uphold recovery principles, address group failures better and reduce space for ad hoc rulings

SHARDUL S. SHROFF
is founder and executive chairman of Shardul
Amarchand Mangaldas & Co.

nsolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) reforms
are expected to be announced in the finance
‘minister’s forthcoming Budget speech. As the
IBC is a complex business law on the solvency
of corporate enterprises, it deserves priority
attention.

When the IBC was adopted by India in 2016,
Parliament had intended that the time period for
insolvency resolution be mandatorily limited to
330 days, inclusive of one extension and the time
taken in legal proceedings. This time limit is
observed more in the breach than in performance.
‘We must recognize that a delay depreciates the
value of the enterprise in question, often causing
a drastic drop in value. There is no evaluation
mechanism to determine the balance of public
interest versus private interest when resolution

are stalled (by i for exam-
ple). But it's clear that the loss of a lender’s security
value affects the tax-paying public adversely,
as public money is lost, and so such losses need to
be clipped.

First, new amendments to the IBC must stipu-
late provisions akin to Section 41(ha) of the Specific
Relief Act, 1963 (as amended), to prevent any
injunction from being granted in favour of failed
resolution applicants, as they have no financial
stake in the corporate debtor. Injunctions impede
or delay the completion of corporate restructuring
in time. Delays are seen to be caused by obstructive

eign debt in the first-priority category along with
dues to secured financial creditors. The govern-
ment back in 2016 had decided to relegate itself
to fifth priority, as if its dues were equated with
those of ‘operational creditors’ under Section
53(1)(e) of the IBC. Urgent amendments are needed
to nullify the impact of these judgements and
restore the earlier status quo.

Fourth, the siphoning of bank funds or corporate

promoters, third-party litigators or
getting injunctions with an oblique motive to
cripple their competition, and this must stop.

Second, the priority accorded to the secured
financial creditors of an insolvent business has a
great bearing on the cost of credit in India. Secured
lenders adjust financing costs based on the priority
that their claims are expected to get and the cer-
tainty of being able to recover dues in priority of
their charge, whether the company is liquidated or
not. Any dilution or disruption of the priority order
in insolvency proceedings goes against globally
accepted principles and market practices. As India
seeks external money for distressed asset acqui
tion financing and international interim financing,
the country must abide by global norms. Other-
wise, international and national lenders would
avoid participating in the Indian market for dis-
tressed assets.

Third, three judgements of the Gupreme Court
in the cases of Rainbow Papers Ltd,

money by is a well-identified perversity.
Some crooked promoters create group enterprises
and create multiple entities in India and abroad to
facilitate the movement of funds and diversion of
money fraudulently. In cases involving group

MINT

We need to take a leaf out Singapore’s Insolvency
Restructuring and Dissolution Act of 2018 to
legislatively provide for a moratorium over a com-
pany that can be extended to its holding company,
ultimate holding company and subsidiaries to
enable group-wide restructuring and asset tracing.
Minimally, such protocols need to be established
between India and its trading partners by means of
appropriate reciprocal arrangements.

Sixth, ad hoc solutions or mechanisms crafted by
particular judgements have been applied in India
for group insolvency and cross-border cases, as
seen in the cases of Jet Airways and Videocon. This
exposes a bare cupboard for dealing with group

enterprises, the IBC should i
for procedural coordination among such entities
(and their substantial consolidation) and clear
rules to deal with perverse and criminal behaviour
involving the misappropriation of creditor and/or
public-sector funds. These must apply in India and
extra-territorially as well. Protocols may need to be
putin place for feciprocity between countries on
common procedures, 5o that assistance can be

involving creditors and
debtors, which need to participate in the process
under the assurance of legislative certainty, rather
than on the basis of fallible judicial discretion and
judge-made procedures.

Lastly, the IBC and its regulations and their adju-
dication by the National Company Law Tribunal
and s appellate body reveal a conflct between the

of value and time-b

sought in dealing with of
funds, the country can better enforce recoveries
and also resort to other remedies. Monies and
assets thus recovered would add to the pool
available for distribution to creditors that need
to minimize their losses.

Vidyut Vitaran Nigam Ltd and Vidharbha Indus-
tries Power Ltd have slgmﬁcanlly lmpaclcd or
slowed down the process of of insol-

statutory by
:1dcslcppmg these as merely ‘directory” and not
mandatory casts corporate insolvency cases into
disrepute. Not only is it against the Rule of Law
that India abides by, it causes international partici-
pants to contend that the insolvency law and its

Fifth, cross-bords ,asexpectedtobe | procedures have little certainty and sanctity in
incorporated in India’s IBC, may not yetbein line | India. Evaluating their risks as unacceptably high,
with d of the UN C on such then avoid in the

Trade Law (UNCITRAL), which

prepared and adopted a model law on enterprise

vency applications, which is the first step for the
of faced with i

The Rainbow Papers case has created a <|gn|l“canl

hurdle for the resolution of insolvency of dis-

tressed corporates. It places the recovery of sover-

group ins in 2019. States need to be
cquipped with modern legislation addressing both
domestic and cross-border insolvency relating to
multiple debtors and creditors of the same group.

MY

Indian market. This does not serve the country’s
economic interests well.

These are few salient examples of shortcomings
that need to be addressed as India moves to amend
the IBC to boost its efficacy as a law for tackling
cases of corporate insolvency.
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Banning Airbnb rentals can't
fix an urban housing shortage

Such bans distort supply and may eventually worsen the problem

| 4
BETSEY STEVENSON

is a professor of public policy and
cconomics at the University of Michigan

hen it comes to housing, almost

all governments say they want to

make it more affordable—and
then embrace policies that do the opposite.
The latest illustration of this is a ban on
short-term rentals, imposed in Barcelona
just last month, while similar policies are
being tried in New York and elsewhere.
The theory is that services such as Airbnb
take units off the market, driving up rental
costs. By effectively banning Airbnb, cities
are betting that they can make affordable
housing better available.

That’s not what happened in New York.
Instead, hotel prices rose and tourists were
pushed into New Jersey, benefiting home-
owners and businesses there.

A ban on Airbnb may sound good to local
residents who see it as opening up more
housing for them. Yet, by that logic, why
not ban home offices or even commercial
real estate? Both take up space that could in
theory be used for more homes. The truth
is, all these restrictions ultimately make
residents worse off.

The first reason is economic. A strong
economy needs space for commerce, of
which tourism is a part. There has always
been tension between visitors and resi-
dents. Visitors are there to have fun, so they
may be loud, messy and disrespectful. They
also spend on restaurants, at shops and for
entertainment. That benefits locals. The
crash of the tourism economy during the
pandemic hurt many communities and
bankrupted many businesses.

People who advocate Airbnb bans rarely
argue that they want fewer tourists. And if
places want tourism, they need to provide
tourists somewhere to sleep. Those higher
hotel prices that come after si gmfu,am lim-

Short-term rentals have made markets for
lodging space more efficient e

Yes, a ban on Airbnb may cause some
city residents to put their place on the tra-
ditional rental market or take in a house-
mate. But others may simply leave. There
is no doubt that current homeowners are
hurt when a city adopts new restrictions on
how they can use their home, but future
homeowners are also hurt. Some people
can afford living in a city only if they can
rent out their place on Airbnb.

The development of platforms such as
Airbnb has helped democratize the hotel
business by allowing any homeowner to
tap the tourist market. But there is a more
profound change: The rise of short-term
rentals is helping to democratize home-
ownership, which remains the primary
wealth of most households. Short-term
accommodations offer Americans a way to
put this wealth to work for them, giving
those with less steady or lower incomes
another path to home ownership.

As an economist, I see this change,
which allows for the more efficient use of
housing capital, as miraculous. Living stan-
dards improve when people get more bang
for their buck.

Tourists can be more noisy or messy
than residents would like. But there are
ways to address these problems without a
ban. Limitations on the number of guests
or number of days a property can be rented
out, combined with stronger enforcement
of local noise ordinances, can help reduce
the negative impact on ||e|ghbour5

G

its on short-term will

sare using the rise of short-

ultimately lead to th of more
hotels—using space and capnal that could
be used for residential housing.

Limiting short-term accommodation
can make less space for residences by
reducing market flexibility. The beauty of
letting families make their own decisions
about whether to rent out their home is
that when demand ch; for example,

term as a scapegoat for
their own failure. Consider some of their
other policies: rent control, which indi-
rectly reduces supply by lowering the
returns to building housing; limits on den-
sity, which directly reduce supply; restri
tions or processes that slow down con-
struction and reduce the return to housing

when the Olympics come to Paris—then
supply can elastically respond. High
demand drives prices higher, which will
convince some people to stay with friends
or family, go on vacation to a less crowded
place, or even take in a tourist.

‘This increases density during peak times
and lets locals benefit from demand. With-
out such flexibility, a ity would need more
hotels, and then those rooms might stay
empty most of the year.

pment; and tax systems that encour-
age people to hold onto property even as
fewer people live on it.

The best way to reduce the cost of hous-
ing, as several of my Bloomberg Opinion
colleagues have pointed out, is to build
more housing. And, I would add, we should
also continue to raise people’s incomes.
That means ensuring that they can use
their housing s fully as possible—to live in,
to work in, and to rent out when they are
not using it. (©BLOOMBERG

Do we have free will? The answer has big implications

BIJU DOMINIC

is chicf evangelist, Fractal
Analytics, and chairman,
FinalMile Consulting.

n 25 October 2023, Robert Card, a

US Army reservist walked into a res-

taurant and bowling alley in Lewis-
ton, Maine, and shot dead 18 people. After
the incident, he too was found dead with
self-inflicted gunshot wounds. Everyone in
that small town and many around the world
were keen to find out why Robert commit-
ted this heinous crime. His family too was
keen on an answer to this question.

Card’s brain was sent to Boston University
for further examination. The analysis found
that repetitive sound-waves of the blasts he
was exposed to during his military stint had
caused much damage to the inner wirings of
his brain. According to Dr. Ann McKee of
Boston University’s Chronic Traumatic
Encephalopathy Centre, “While I cannot say
with certainty that these pathological find-
ings underlie Mr. Card’s behavioural
changes in the last 10 months of life, based
on our previous work, brain injury likely
played a role in his symptoms.”

This diagnosis of Robert Card’s brain

raises many questions. Where exactly does
the accountability for his mass shooting lie?
Is Card, the person, to be held guilty of it, or
his damaged brain?

Almost always, society at large, law
enforcement agencies and even the preva-
lent legal systems assume it is the former. So,
had Card been alive, sending him to prison
or even the gallows would have been the
usual response of the justice system. But ifa
damaged part of his brain was actually
responsible for that ghastly act, would it not
have been better to have Card admitted to
the neurological ward of a hospital?

Unfortunately, Card’s case was not very
rare. There are many individuals with dam-
aged brains living around us. The recently
published book, Determined: Life Without
Free Will by Stanford University neuroscien-
tist Robert Sapolsky, is significant in this
context. A belief in free will, the ability of
humans to decide what is right or wrong
before taking action, is integral to any discus-
sion on human behaviour. According to the
book, human decisions are not the outcome
of free will. Our actions spring from prior
causes: our environment, upbringing, genes
and primeval causes that go back to the Big
Bang. Sapolsky clarifies that the absence of
free will does not mean the absence of an

ability to veto our actions; nor does it make
an individual to run amok. The book focuses
on the origins of our intentions.

The book’s key proposition is built on the
work of several others. Prominent among
them is Benjamin Libet, a neuroscientist at
the University of California, San Francisco.
He did an experiment in
1983 whose provocative
findings many find hard to
accept even today. This
experiment involved a
respondent having to press
abutton with his or her fin-
gers. The respondent was
to decide which finger to
use for the pressing action
at predetermined times.
Meanwhile EEG data was
collected of the respond-
ent as his or her fingers
were moving.

It was found that from
the time a person decides to use a finger to
press the button, it takes 200milliseconds
for that action to happen. This is the time it
took for the respondent’s brain to activate
his motor cortex and then muscles to under-
take the task. But there was another highly
intriguing observation made. About 500

Studies show
non-conscious
decisions get
taken before
we consciously
‘decide’ our
course of action

milliseconds before the respondent had
decided to push the button, a readiness
potential was captured by the EEG that the
finger had committed itself to that action.

It was always believed that a human action
begins when an individual consciously wills
an action. But Libet’s experiment proves
that much before an indi-
vidual thinks consciously
of taking an action, another
part of the brain has already
willed that action.

Studies by neuroscien-
tist Patrick Haggard of Uni-
versity College, London,
and another by John-Dylan
Haynes and colleagues at
Humboldt University, Ger-
many, who used more
sophisticated ~ fMRI
machines instead of EEG
machines,  replicated
Libet’s study with the same
results. So these experiments clearly cast a
serious shadow of doubt on the existence of
a conscious free will.

A 1989 paper, “The Nervous System in the
Context of Information Theory” by Manfred
Zimmermann of Heidelberg University con-

cluded that of the 11 million bits of the

human brain’s processing capacity, only 77
bits are available for use at a conscious level.
This fact that more than 99.99% of human
brain processes occur at a non-conscious
level has further reduced the importance
that scientists accord the conscious self in
human decision-making.

Occasionally comes a theory that causes a
paradigm shift in human thinking. Think of
the helio-centric theory of Nicholas Coper-
nicus, the theory of evolution by Charles
Darwin and the theory of relativity by Albert
Einstein. These have all forced significant
shifts in human thinking.

In the past few decades, much new knowl-
edge has emerged about neuro-biological
facets of human behaviour. This knowledge
is converging on a new theory of human
behaviour that replaces existing theories
based on human decisions arising from our
conscious free will.

The emerging theory of human behaviour
is founded on the vast non-conscious pro-
cesses of the brain. This new theory will
force us to rethink all that we thought we
knew about human behaviour. Since it con-
cerns all that we humans do, it will possibly
have implications that reach farther than the
paradigm-shifting theories of Copernicus,
Darwin and Einstein combined.
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Monsoon mayhem

The flooding in Indian cities during monsoon is an
annual phenomenon, yet authorities fail to fix it

of the most eagerly awaited phenomena as it gives respite from the scorching

We have a love-hate relationship with the monsoon season. Every year, it is one

summer and infuses life into the fields. But when it arrives, all hell breaks loose;

streets flood, daily life is disrupted, traffic jams occur, and there are unfortunate inci-

dents of loss of lives and property. It's a recurring event that civic authorities fervently
wish did not happen. This year, the cities of Mumbai, Bengaluru, and Gurugram have
been particularly hard-hit, highlighting ongoing infrastructural challenges and the peren-
nial struggle to manage monsoon impacts.Mumbai, India’s financial capital, has a long
history of flooding during the monsoon season. The city often finds itself paralysed by
waterlogged streets, disrupted transport systems, and submerged homes. This year is
no exception. Despite significant investments in infrastructure, including the
Brihanmumbai Stormwater Disposal System (BRIMSTOWAD), the city continues to grap-

ple with flooding. The system, designed to handle a
high volume of rainwater, often falls short due to var-
ious issues such as clogged drains, unplanned urban-
ization, and inadequate maintenance.

Once known for its pleasant climate and lush green-
ery, Bengaluru, the Indian Silicon Valley, has seen an
alarming increase in flooding incidents over recent
years. This monsoon season also it is facing water-
logging and traffic snarls. Key tech hubs and residen-
tial areas have been submerged, affecting daily life and
business operations. With four of its lakes overflow-
ing, there are chances of more misery visiting the city

as two days of heavy downpour are predicted by the
IMD. Bengaluru's flooding woes can be attributed to a combination of factors, includ-
ing rapid urbanization, encroachment on lakes and stormwater drains, and insufficient
waste management. Gurugram, a major satellite city of Delhi, has not been spared either.
Gurugram often resembles a vast lake during the monsoon. Interestingly, Gurugram is
much younger than Mumbai or Bengaluru but faces the same problem of waterlogging
and drainage. Indeed, its woes could be attributed to poor town planning and a lack of
concern among the authorities who seem to have made it a habit to ignore the issue.
The persistent flooding in Indian cities during the monsoon season raises critical ques-
tions about urban planning and governance. Despite recurring floods, why do these prob-
lems remain unresolved? Fixing monsoon flooding is no rocket science. We have the
means and resources to fix it. Existing drainage systems in many cities are outdated
and incapable of handling the volume of rainfall experienced during the monsoon. They
could be revamped or built afresh. Fragmented governance and lack of coordination between
various municipal agencies hinder effective water management. Policies and plans are
often implemented in a piecemeal manner, without addressing the root causes of flood-
ing. But then what we learn from the past is that we don’t learn anything from it!

The power of innovative
workplace design

Strategic workplace design can unlock the full potential of collaboration,
enhance organisational culture, and propel companies toward success

dynamic business land-
scape, the success of an
organization depends on its
ability to foster collaboration
and innovation. It is no longer
enough to have talented indi-
viduals working in silos; the
true potential of a company
lies in the synergy of a high-
ly collaborative team. As busi-
nesses strive to create an
environment that nurtures
creativity and teamwork, the
importance of innovative
workplace design cannot be
overlooked.
The Changing Nature of
Work: With the advent of
technology and globalization,
the nature of work has under-
one a paradigm shift.
Traditional hierarchical struc-
tures are giving way to flatter,
more flexible organizations.
Remote work, distributed
teams, and freelancing have
become the norm, necessitat-

In today's fast-paced and

a variety of spaces that cater
to different workstyles and
activities. Gone are the days
of isolated cubicles; today's
workplace design focuses on
creating open, flexible, and
collaborative environments.
These spaces may include
comfortable lounges for casu-
al discussions, huddle rooms
for quick brainstorming ses-
sions, and dedicated project
rooms for in-depth collabo-
rations. Such spaces not only
foster teamwork but also pro-
mote cross-functional com-

inga rethinking of workplace

which is essential

design. Companies are recog-
nizing that the physical envi-

for innovation.
Technology as a Catalyst for

ronment p dly impacts
employees' productivity,
engagement, and overall well-
being.

Embracing Collaborative
Spaces: To encourage collab-
oration, offices need to offer

Collab Innovative
workplace design goes hand
in hand with cutting-edge
technology. As organizations
embrace digital transforma-
tion, integrating technology
into the workplace becomes

imperative. Smart white-
boards, video conferencing
facilities, and collaborative
software platforms are now
essential tools that facilitate
seamless communication and
idea-sharing, regardless of
geographical barriers. By
making these technologies
readily accessible, companies
can empower employees to
collaborate effortlessly and
bridge the gap between
remote and in-office teams.

Balance between

Collak

cards 1n Nepal

ASHOK K MEHTA

The new alliance in Nepal aims to reshape the country’s political landscape and
introduce significant constitutional reforms to address the long-standing instability

n Friday, Prime
Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal
Prachanda will seek
his fifth vote of con-
fidence in the last 18 months
which he will lose as former
Prime Minister KP Oli's UML has
withdrawn support to the Left
alliance. A midnight 7-point deal
last Monday between former
Prime Minister's Sher Bahadur
Deuba's Nepali Congress (NC)
and Oli's UML (the largest and
second largest parties) will form
the fourth government since
December 2022 to end the king-
maker role or CPN Maoists, the
third largest party. A NC leader
told me that the arrest one day
before the deal of one Bechain
Jha, linked to the Bhutanese
refugee scandal whose tread-
marks lead to apex NC and UML
leaders triggered the deal. Home
Minister Rabi Lamichhane
whom NC had been gunning and
UML protecting in Parliament
over the Pokhara Cooperative
fraud case called the deal: "Oli and
Deuba’s bid to escape corruption
cases”. Balen Shah, Mayor of
Kathmandu, made snide remarks
about GiriBandhu Tea Estate
corruption case. Just ten days ago
the government had announced
eight new envoys including
replacing its NC appointed Indian
mbassador, Shankar Sharma
who survived an earlier attempt
when Oli was Prachanda’s senior
coalition partner.
The 7-point deal is essentially
about power-sharing during the
remaining 40 months of
Parliament with Deuba offering
Oli the first PM as he wants to be
premier before the 2027 elections.
They have agreed over the num-
ber of ministries they will share
with UML keeping Finance and
NC taking Home ministry. NC
and UML are sworn enemies with
differing ideologies . Both their
leaders are widely experienced
and have done stints in jail.
While Deuba has been PM five
times, Oli has led Nepal twice.
Deuba is recognized as India’s
blue-eyed boy and is favoured by
the West, Oli is coveted by China
though he is not a red-blooded
Communist but a democrat at
heart.
Political instability has plagued
Nepal since the first multi-party
elections in 2008 under interim

-

constitution. 16 PMs have
played musical chairs over 16
years, even after the federal,
democratic republican consti-
tution of 2015.

The electoral system produces
ahung parliament. Removing
this malaise is ostensibly the
aim of the national consensus
government by altering the
constitution with a two thirds
majority of 184 seats in a
House of 275. It will propose
deleting  Proportional
Representation (PR) system
for 110 seats, making changes
in the Upper House, turning
Nepal into a Hindu state and
even removing the federal sys-
tem. These modifications are
emerging from the specula-
tion-mill in Kathmandu. But
one message is also clear: the
two mainline parties do not
intend to be sidelined by so-
called king- makers with 20 to
30 law-makers.

Prachanda who led the 10 year
long people’s war and helped
introduce transformative con-
stitutional reforms is no green-
horn. He adores power and
considers it the ultimate aphro-
disiac. Even with his party's
dwindling electoral scores, he
has managed to capture the
limelight. Despite the pro-
posed Left-Centre alliance
holding a sizeable majority of
167, Prachanda has refused to
resign on moral grounds. He
is expecting that since govern-
ment formation was under
Article 76 (2) of the constitu-

THE CHINESE WILL
BE DISAPPOINTED
WITH THE BRIEF
LONGEVITY OF THE
LEFT ALLIANCE,
BLAMING INDIA
FORIT.

THIS IS THE
GRAPEVINE IN
KATHMANDU

EVEN THOUGH
DELHI DOES NOT
WANT OLI AS PM

C—

tion President Ramchandra
Paudyal will invoke Article
76(3) to invite Deuba, leader
of the single largest party to
form a government which will
deprive Oli of premiership.
Both Prachanda and another
former PM Madhav Nepal,
formerly UML, despise Oli and
would give their left arm to
ensure he does not become
PM again.

Senior NC leader Shashank
Koirala has said a NC -UML
coalition will weaken opposi-
tion forces. Another NC top
leader Shekhar Koirala noted
that government formation
may legally veer towards
76(3) not 76(2).

This will wreck the midnight
deal and ensure that Deuba is
first PM with Prachanda ready
to offer him PM for the entire
remaining period. It will
restore the democratic alliance
of NC, CPN (M) and small-
er parties that ruled for a year
till March. As Paudyal is an NC
appointee backed by CPN( M],
he can be easily asked to fol-
low 76(3) junking 76(2). Many
in NC are unhappy with the
deal.

Neither China nor India has
reacted to the impending fall
of Prachanda-led government
though news in the
Kathmandu market is that
India was not happy with the
China-inspired Left alliance
government. The Chinese
Communist Party was keen to
unite all Left parties under for-

-—

mer President Bidya Devi
Bhandari wife of late Madan
Bhandari, UML's charismatic
leader. But Oli rejected the
idea. The Chinese will be dis-
appointed with brief longevi-
ty of Left alliance, blaming
India for it. This is the
grapevine in Kathmandu even
though Delhi does not want
Oli as PM.

For a national consensus gov-
ernment securing a two thirds
majority will not be difficult.
The NC and UML together
have 167 lawmakers. 17 other
lawmakers are needed for
amending the constitution in
order to bring political stabil-
ity to Nepal. Already smaller
parties are falling in line hop-

ing for political stability.
But key questions remain.
What will become of the NC
corruption crusade against
Lamichhane who was being
shielded by Oli and
Prachanda? What about UML-
driven change of NC-appoint-
ed envoys? Will Oli do to
Deuba what he did to
Prachanda in not honouring a
power-sharing deal earlier?
Can a government of opposite
poles cohabit ? or will it col-

lapse sooner than later?
(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence
Staff: The views expressed are
personal)
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AKSHAY LAKHANPAL

environment. When employ-
ees feel physically and men-
tally supported, they are more
likely to be engaged and con-
tribute positively to the collab-
orative efforts of the organi-
zation.

Impact on Organizational
Culture: Workplace design
plays a pivotal role in shaping
organizational culture. A col-
laborative and inviting phys-
ical environment signals to
employees that their contribu-
tions are valued and fosters a

LETTERS h (B ([ W TR T

LIBERAL LEADERSHIP IN IRAN

Madam — The outcome of the presiden-
tial elections in Iran has left political pun-
dits spellbound. Unseating a hardliner who
had dominated the Iranian political land-
scape for decades seemed improbable.
However, the recent polls have upturned
the expectations of Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei's victory, as reformist Masoud
Pezeshkian won the presidential election
by an impressive margin of 2.8 million
votes. This result reflects widespread pub-
lic unrest due to growing economic dispar-
ity, dictatorship, and international sanc-
tions. The untimely death of Ebrahim Raisi
in a helicopter crash precipitated this cri-
sis.

To counter the burgeoning inflation,
which stands at 40% due to crippling sanc-
tions, Pezeshkian faces the task of estab-
lishing amicable relations with dominant
forces. While foreign policy remains under
Khamenei's influence, areas like domestic
affairs might see a sigh of relief from the
former's ruthless regime. Hijab policing,
internet clampdowns, and women'’s free-
dom of expression could witness dramat-
ic changes. It remains to be seen how the

&

While collaboration is crucial,
it is equally important to
strike a balance that allows for
individual autonomy.
Employees should have the
freedom to personalize their
workspaces and choose an
environment that best suits
their needs. Some individuals
thrive in lively, interactive
spaces, while others may
require quiet areas for deep
focus.

Designing for Well-Being:
An innovative workplace
design must also prioritize
employee  well-being.
Comfortable ergonomic fur-
niture, adequate natural light,
indoor plants, and proper
ventilation all contribute to a
healthy and inspiring work

sense of bel It breaks
down barriers, encourages

new dent, a cardiac surgeon, navigates
the country through turbulent times and

the exchange of diverse per-
spectives, and p a
culture of trust and coopera-
tion.
Conclusion: As the business
landscape continues to evolve,
organizations must adapt
their workplace design to
unlock the full potential of
collaboration.
A collaborative organization-
al culture is not only essential
for staying competitive in the
modern world but also for
attracting and retaining top
talent who seek an environ-
ment that encourages team-
work and empowers them to
reach new heights.

(The writer is CEO of Space

Matrix; views are personal)

‘whether he can ease the nation's stress by
ing the bl s in its arteries.
Vijay Singh Adhikari| Nainital

RISING TERROR ATTACKS IN JAMMU

Madam — Apropos the headline news
"The arc of terror is complete: From
Kashmir to Jammu, India bleeds" (July 9).
In a deadly ambush, terrorists attacked an
Indian Army vehicle in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kathua district, resulting in the
tragic loss of five soldiers, including one
junior commissioned officer (JCO), one
havildar, one naik, and two riflemen from
the 22 Garhwal Rifles. As militants
unleashed grenades and gunfire, security
forces launched a search operation to neu-
tralize the attackers. With ongoing encoun-
ters reported in nearby villages, the situa-
tion remains critical. This attack, the sec-
ond in the Jammu region in two days and

PM Modi receives warm welcome in Russia

rime Minister Narendra Modi received a
Pgrand welcome from the Russian govern-
ment and the Indian diaspora during his
two-day official visit to Russia. This visit is sig-

the sixth in one month, suggests that mil-
itancy is spreading to newer areas. The
Kashmir Tigers, a shadow outfit of the
banned Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad, has reportedly claimed
responsibility for the attack.People are wor-
ried and want to know when this violence
will stop and when our soldiers will not die
in vain. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
noted that despite spending billions on
defense, news of fallen soldiers persists.
Jammu and Kashmir Director-General of
Police R.R. Swain recently set a deadline
of three months for ending militancy in
Jammu.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah had set
asimilar target last year after seven Hindu
civilians were killed in Dhangri village of
Rajouri. However, militancy continues
unabated. Local support cannot be ruled
out, and intelligence will have to be
stepped up by drone surveillance wherev-
er possible. Such cowardly acts by terror-
ists should not go unpunished. The resolve
to counter terrorism is at stake now more
than ever.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee |Faridabad

nificant given the long-term bilateral strategic
partnerships and profound trust between Modi
and President Putin. Despite pressure from
European nations to end the ongoing conflict
against Ukraine, the nations have stood the test
of time since the Russia-Ukraine war began.
Russia, initially underestimating Ukraine,
now faces economic sanctions from European
countries, threats of terrorism, and near bank-
ruptcy due to the prolonged war backed by
NATO nations. The recent 16th summit, high-
lighting deep trust and cooperation, initiated
developments in bilateral trade, economic
cooperation, and energy cooperation between
the two countries. This will surely carve a niche
for the two nations and improve the lasting
chemistry between the popular leaders on the
global platform.Janga Bahadur Sunuwar,
Jalpaiguri

Janga Bahadur Sunuwar | Jalpaiguri

MAHUA’S CONTROVERSIAL REMARKS
Madam — TMC MP Mahua Moitra
seems to have a penchant for being in the
news, often for the wrong reasons. The
Delhi police have reportedly booked her
for a derogatory social media post against
National Commission for Women (NCW)
chief Rekha Sharma. Moitra passed deroga-
tory comments on a person holding an
umbrella over Sharma's head during her
visit to the Hathras stampede venue.
Moitra allegedly jibed, "She is too busy
holding up her boss’s pajamas,” and chal-
lenged the police to take action. Moitra's
comments are seen as unbecoming of her
stature, and the NCW has taken suo moto
cognizance of the remarks. The depth to
which politicians plunge is evident.
Politicians are adept at creating controver-
sies to stay in the news. They often engage
in mud-slinging and stirring the hornet’s
nest, keeping the atmosphere vitiated.
KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru

Send your feedback to:
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A thought for today

We don't let animals suffer, so why humans?
STEPHEN HAWKING

Killing The Right To Die
Delhi HC erred gravely in its euthanasia decision.

It showed no empathy, & paid no heed to SC ruling

partfrom being insensitive, Delhi HC has doubly erred in the

caseof afamily seekingareview by amedical board to gauge

if their 30-year-old son in a vegetative state since 2011 was a
case for passive euthanasiaby thelaw. Doctors diagnosed the case as
a point of no-return some vears ago. Delhi HC, however, overread
the parents’ plea as one for active euthanasia, which is illegal. The
plea wasfor amedical panel review, which needs HC'snod. Delhi HC
then overreacted and threw out the plea. The case, per medical
fraternity and lawyers, appears to tick the prerequisites set by
Supreme Court in 2018, in a historic judgment that recognised the
right todie with dignity asa fur 1 right, and guide-
lines for terminally ill patients.

Judgy & confused | In 2018, while SC'sorder removedlegal uncer-
tainty about the right to refuse life-sustaining treatment, doctors at
the time had observed that no specified timelines for advanced wills,
and challenges of defining terminal illness,
could prove to be confusing. Delay is an
injustice. Six years on, Delhi HC is indeed

confused. It bypassed the fact that SC's
order clearly talks about “no plausible
possibility of theperson ever beingable
tocomeout of thisstage”, asacondition
foramedical panel toreview cases.
Where’s the palliative care? | The parents’
distress is evident. Not only have they watched their
sondecay inmind, body and spirit withoutany doctor
providingasliver of hope for his chances of recovery,
but they are financially gutted. The judge didn’t even
suggest palliative care by the state — Delhi govt, GOI have near to
zero capacity for palliative care. The nano slice of facilities that
existhave mostly HIV and cancer patients in their care.

Cost of care | The gap in govt-run palliative care coupled with
no eaps on prices of most medical devices means the burden of
expenditure on chronically ill at home or hospital is entirely the
family’s. From catheters to urine bags, food pipes to stomach bags,
physiotherapists and nurses, families run pillar to post to cope with
the expenditure. Thestate is entirely missing.

Perhaps the judge could at least have sought govt relief for the
parents when discarding their plea? Faulty reading of the law and
false morality can be soul-destroying - watching a son in a vegetative
state, fending for him, selling a home, ageing through the process
is also suffering. The court added to that suffering. It showed no
compassion, let alone empathy. But most troublingly, it seemed to
payno heed to SC's landmark ruling.

Ode To The Turtle

Whether with superglue or law, saving this
ancient, singular creature is in our hands

i i imal?Tobeh:
Il‘; no. Whether as storytellers or as scientists, the richness of our

living has come from being in a more-than-human world. This
means recognising kinship and reciprocity with other species, trying
to save them as we wol save our own. Sometimes this needs
advanced medicine. But as the experts at Indian Veterinary Research
Institute, Bareilly, showed on Monday, with the right intent, some-
times even the common stuff from a household drawer, can deliver a
tidy rescue. Theyused superglue and ablouse hook torejoin the shatte-
red shell of an endangered turtle that had been run over by a car.

Turtles help build healthy aquatic ecosystems. They clean up
dead organic materials, diseased fish
and weeds. But it's a hairy life they
have these days. If it’s not a

highway, it's a dam or an oil

f/ spill, a threat is constantly

s looming over their habitats.

Fishing nets are chasing them,

\\—) pesticides are killing them, land

erosion is taking away their breeding grounds. Plastic smells nice

to them but then wrecks their digestion. As elsewhere, in India

both the multilateral CITES treaty and national laws protect the

vulnerable species. But illegal trade in turtle meat continues, sold
inbothlocal bazaars and to international traffickers.

Turtleslived on when dinosaurs couldn’'t. Why dees saving them
matter? Think about how their umque appearance and behavmur
have won them esoteric, o roles in mytl across
space and time, Maybe the world's best known one is from Aesop’s
Fables. The Native American conceptof earthrestingon theback of
agiant turtle, isechoed in the Hinduportrayal of a tortoiseasa pivot
for samudra manthan. These creation stories remind us we have
never walked alone, we can’t walk alone.

As the crore flies

Cuash flows in for cricketers. What about
our stars from other sports?
Bachi Karkaria

1istoknow that

Sharm-ati hai to admit it, but my eyes aren’t Kohli-lined. But,
just because I'm not cricket-crazed doesn’t mean I didn't fist
the SKY when India finally slew SA; in fact, I still get a catch
thinking of that jaw(not ball}-dropping finish. So, I'm not
belittling the beyond-boundary adulation of a billionIndians;
or begrudging the lakhs-strong Mumbai welcome. Tt's the
other millions that stump me. The ¥125cr BCCI reward on top of the roughly
220cr given by ICC, which seems measly by comparison but is the highest-ever
T20 World Cup prize money. Then, as a follow-on to Friday's blockbuster, our
CM Eknath Shinde announced an additional 2llcr to Rohit & Co, State’s in
Maha-debt, but guess he can't take his eye off the electoral ball coming at
Shoaib Akhtar speed.
Still, it o, consider A

‘bank accounts? Or considering how much this XXXLarf,es:.ecuuld
have helped those lower down the batting order. Even in cricket,
let alone other less lionised sports. Jail me under Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita’snew sedition law, buthere's whatTimagineoverhearingin
ey ifferentlocker rooms.

Harmanpreet Kaur: Evenhalf that cash prize would bowl
erratica usmaidensover

nhnn Bopanna: Sports mantri’s mantra of ‘Love All' is

ATTEMPT THE ABS

. ACHIEVE THE IMPOSSIBLE
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PLAY IT LIKE YAMAL

Spain’s wonder kid, France’s Mbappé, Netherlands’ Gakpo, England’s Saka: European
football is teaching something vital to Europe’s far-right-flirting politics

Rudraneil Sengupta

In a thrilling Buro 2024 semi-final in
Munich, a powerful French team was
beaten by a resurgent Spain. Both the
European powerhouses

Football is the great immigration success story of
Europe. It's alsoa public theatre of race issues, a medium
through which Europe’s pro- and anti-immigrant
narratives play out. No team embodies that more
than the team that was on the receiving end of Yamal's
strike. No wonder then, that ahead of

featured starstudded squads, but
there was no doubt about the player
who shone brightest. Lamine Yamal, days away from
his 17th birthday, the youngest player ever to play in a
Euros semis, twisted and turned with the French
defence massed around him, and unleashed a shot
that rocketed into the top right corner of the French
goal, dipping and curlingas it went in

With that, the boy from Barcelona’s
famed La Masia academy, who has drawn
comparisons with Lionel Messi
from the moment he made his
Barcelona debut last year,
announced himself on the
big stage. His presence
also heralded something
new for Spain, one of the |
only major footballing
nations in Europe that,
till this Euro, has fielded
largely monoracial teams.
Yamal's father is an immi-
grant from Morocco. His
mother is an immigrant
from Equatorial Guinea.
Yamal wears boots featu-
ringtheflags of both count-
ries (along with the Spanish
flag). Heisnotalonein the squad.

On the other side of the piteh there's
21-year-old Nico Williams, whose electri-
fying pace has lit up the Euros. Williams'
parenis fled their native Ghana, walking
barefoot for days across the Sahara before
seeking asylum in Spain, where they were
almost deported. Williams' older brother
Inaki plays for the Ghana national team.

While European countries that ran major
colonial empires have featured multiracial
football teams for a long time now (France
and Portugal were among the first to
cap black players back in the 1930s, the
Netherlands debuted black players in
the 1960s and England in the 1970s),
Spain, with its history of economie
collapses in the recent past, has
been a country of emigration
rather than immigration till only a
decade ago,

France’s crucial quarterfinals encounter against
Portugal last week, Kylian Mbappé, who
may be the most recognisable French
person in the world right now,
warned that his country was in a
“catastrophic” political situation.
Just days before, the French far-
right party National Rally, led by the
zealously anti-immigrant Marine Le
Pen, had surged to strong gains in
the first round of snap elections in
the country. “T think now, more than
ever, you need to get (out to vote),”
Mbappé, who is of Cameroonian
and Algerian descent, said. “It is
an urgent juncture. We cannot let
our country fall into the hands of
these people.”

awareof whatthe far right thought of them.

Backthen, it wasLe Pen's father,Jean-Marie Le Pen,
who had vocally criticised the football team. But when
the French won the World Cup, a nation erupted in
delirium. More than a million people descended on the
Champs-Elysées - projected on the Arc de Triomphe,
against the backdrop of the French tricolour, were just
two words, “Merei Zizou" - “thank you Zizou™.

Overnight, the team became a shining symbol of a
new, successful, multicultural France - “Black, Blanc,
Beur” or “Black, White, Arab", a play on the tricolour
of the French national flag.

The euphoria was short-lived. Four years later,
Jean-Marie Le Pen stunmed France by advancing to the
second round of the presidential elections, showing
how much popular support his anti-immigration
stance enjoyed. That support has only grown over the
decades. In 2017, Marine Le Pen garnered even more
votes as she made it to the second round of the French
elections. In 2018, France again won the World Cup,
with a team that was even more racially diverse than
theone in 1998, with Mbappé as its standout star.

Sportingsuccess does not changecountries, but one

Aday later, F
through to the se-{m.
finals, keeping their
hopes alive for

Le Pen’s party crashed tu a shock defeat,
relegated to third position as France
wrapped up its elections.

If France’s remarkably multiracial
team had managed to win the Euros
they would have been heralded as a
shiningexample, along with the elec-
tion results, of how France defeated
bigotry in favour of diversit;
wouldn’t have been the first time.
The French football team has been at
odds with the country’s far right for

lc'\m. led by
Zinedine Zida-
ne, the sonof
Algerian
immi-
grants,
went to the
World Cup,
they were
acutely

thing is certain - there is no bettor example of what
a ated, multi-cultural society,
with immigrant success stories, can look like than a
major European football team.

For France, it is the victory of the much-maligned
suburbs of Paris and other major cities - the infamous
“banlieves’, From their goalkeeper Mike Maignan
(Haitian father, Guadeloupean mother) to their spear-
head Mbappé, via their indefatigable midfield maestro
N'Golo Kanté (Malian parents), more than half the
Frenchsquad has been drawn from the banlieues.

This is because the football ecosystem in Europe is
perhaps the best example of a system that is truly free
of pl ivilege or discrimination - if you are a seven- or

1d boy witha flair for the ga d the desire
lo pnrslm it, you will get exactly the sameopportunities
and backing, no matter what race, colour, class, or
economic background you come from.

t the Euros, the semi-final line-ups reflect this
reality England and the Netherlands, the other semi-
finalists, also have highly diverse teams. For the Nether-
lands, Cody Gakpo (Ghanaian-Dutch) has led with
goals, Tijani Reijnders (Indonesian-Dutch) and Xavi
Simons (Afro-Surinamese-Duich) have orchestrated
the midfield, and Virgil van Dijk (Afro-Surinamese-
Dutch), their captain, has been a colossus in defence.

Bukayo Saka, whoscored England's only goal before
a penally shootout in the quarter- ~finals, is the son of
first ion Nigerian As Europe
tussles with its far right, its great football teams wear
colours of multiculturalism proudly

Thewriter is a sports journalist

Modi’s Tightrope Walk On Russia-Ukraine

PM visited Russia as both he and Putin need each other. Problem is, until the thorny
Ukraine issue is resolved, Delhi-Moscow ties will remain uncomfortable

Indrani Bagchi

What separates a multipolar world
from a bipolar one, observed a Twitter
expert, is the India-Russia relation-
ship. In Russia for a bilateral summit
with Putin after five years, Modi’s job
was never going to be easy: It became
particularly fraught as visualsof the Modi-Putin “hug”
Dou!mde with an unconscionable missile attack by
Russia on a children’s hospital in Ukraine, killing sick
al

and inj
healtheare facilities for the most vulnerable.

Modi chastised Putin over the attack in televised
remarks aheadof theirprivate talks, sayingthat “wh
innocent children are killed, when we see innocent
children dying, it isheart-wrenching.”

Modi agreed toa summit in a week when the Nato
summit was on the front pages in Washington. It was a
big diplomatic bonus for Putin. Russia is not “isolated™
Putin asserted, and its diplomatic offensive in the
“non-west” world has been fairly successful. “Oursisa
particularly privileged strategic partnersh i
said, pocketing thediplomaticgift Mndlumarad

Modi reiterated his now famous position of thisnot
being an “era” of war. “Solutions will not be found
on the battlefield,” Modi went on to calling for

ogue to end the war. “Resolutions and peace talks
don't succeed in the midst of bombs, guns and bullets.”
It may have been a swipe at Putin’s indiseriminate
bombing of Ukraine. Conversely, it could have also been
a quiet reminder to Nato that only arming Ukraine
wouldn'tactually finish the job.

India attended the recent peace summit in Switzer-
land at the senior officials’ level, correctly refrained
from signing on to the communique and made a clear
call for Russia to be at the table. This may happen if
Trump returns to White House in Nov: India figured it
would engage Putin on its terms. Modi also met Ukraine

president Zelenskyy and renewed ties with G7 days
after he was sworn in for the third time. So, in terms of
ticking boxes, India has not taken a wrong step in this
balancingact.

India’s"Ukrainedilemma” hasevolved - in 2022, it was
‘best described as 3Fs and one C - fuel, food, fertiliser,
and China. India has ridden out the energy crisis with
Russia climbing tothe topof thecharts asan oil supplier,
while the others have declined in urgency. But China
has grown as a challenge for India. Interestingly, it
has alsogrown as a challenge for Russia. It wasn't like

Beijing was celebrating when Putin hugged Kim
Jong-un last month. So, Russia is making its own moves,
andIndiaisabigpartof itsgame. Indiaspurned China-
dominated SCO last month. It may want to keep Brics
from becoming a Chinese colony, and therefore help
Russia out at the next summit in Oct. At a strategic
level, Russia remainsacutely aware that India provides
itsbest bet against China.

India’s current Ukraine dilemma is this - it wants

thewartos d Russia,
according to Indian strategists, may not be losing this
war, but it has to be shepherded to the peace table. Can
India do it? Modi and Putin had “frank” discussions on
Ukraine, we just don’t know what they were. Meanwhile,
Nato is pledging to increase weapons production to
keep arming Kyiv. In the absence of peace, India is
prioritising “interests”, with limited success. but full
domestic endorsement.

Theoldunderstanding that Indiakeeps Russiaclose
topreventa“nolimits” Russia-Chinaembrace haaunly

India wants to diversify i
Russia, find ways for Russia to repatriate its oil revenues
without incurring sanctions.

India is doubling down on its investments in Russia’s
energy sector, particularly inthe Far East. Thisis signi-
ficant as Russia feels more and more nervous about
losing those lands to persistent Chinese migration and
encroachment. Russia has also rebuilt its military-
industrial complex. cranking up a war economy by
putting its industries to work.

Ukraine war is teaching countries like India and
many in the global South hat the zhdse for high tech
ponry prod
mid-tech weapons. Russia is still bmldmg thus?.
supplying to many countries in the non-western world.
For India, seeking to build a homegrown defence
industry. Russia remains accessible in terms of tech

and produetion.

Nuclear energy is back on the bilateralagenda with
Russia as part of India’s energy transition plans.
Russian cooperation and knowledge sharing aren’t all
Joy as we have seen with Kudankulam. But it's the only
one available at present. India’s takingit.

This summit may have been all bilateral, but until
Ukraine is resolved, it will always remain uncomfort-
able. Discomfort is a major attribute of the multipolar
world,

Thewriter is CEQ, Ananta Centre. Views are personal
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I'M LEAKING BRAMN
LUBRICANT.

Sacredspace

”Hi\'L' never
said that
thereisno
needfora
guru All
r dependson

what you
call guru. He need notbeina
human form.

Ramana Maharshi

It Pays To Turn Away From Memory Lane

Mona Mehta

o illustrate what memory, or the
I lackof it.cando, Oshotellsusthe

story of HuaTzu, aman who was
forever happy, feeling light and burden-
free. But this stateof mind cameata
price -1oss of memory. He had no
problems with anyone because he
wouldforget all their misgivings ina
short while. There was no anger,

PV Slnﬂhll T've been shuttling fir

Manika Batra: No such OTT prize cash for

Mohun Bagan: Indian eyeballs are glued to Euro'24 but we're still kicked
around

Salima Tete: Nocrore-carrot for our stick-work N

for just peanut:

jealousy, orenvy: no need to be clever,
nor tobe sly, noregrets or guilt. It
bothered the peoplearound him. He
would receiveagift in the morning and

Praggs: National chess-thumping’s fine, but Vishy I got more cash
Sakshi Malik: We only get prize molesters
Dhinidhi Desinghu: Freestyle glory is fine, but sans money we' Il just float
Lovlina Borgohain: Not even Kom Banegi Crorepati

P

AlecSmartsaid, “If the flood doesn’t kill you, the pothole will.”

itby the evening:getagift
inthe eveningand forget about it by the
morning. But Hua Tzu was in bliss. He
wasonly livingin the present, no
recollection of past problems and no
future anxiety Stationed far above

mental turbulence, foreversitting by
the poolof joy. As that is our natural
state when weare shorn of subconscious
collection that ineludes our memories.
One partof our memory comesfrom
genes we inherit from our biological
family. This ancestral property sptite
includes physical traits, (AuhSS!
colour of theeyesand skin,
shapeof our nose, and
even diseases present from
ison, birthbutlying durmam
Another type of memory
that comes with birthis
social memory, made of
social experiences, including historical
events, facts, and stories deemed
important by society, Social memory
creates numerous perceptionsof good
andbad, such as the belief that talland
fair-skinned people aregood and
dark-skinned people are not. Similarly.

someoneof adifferent rel

tosocial memory.

jon might
not have wronged you, but youmight
‘harbour resentmentagainst them due

Aslong as we are burdened by these
memories, we cannot befmelolwe

Most of ourspiritual practicesare
aimed at helpingus break loose from the
burdens of the past-old habits.
perspectives and prejudices. Forgetting
ordestroyingour memories may not be
possible, but we can work on being

Joyfully

appe- by them, not allowing to
ned to Hua Tzu. Worried ahfml colour our present behaviour. Thisis
hisfor ua Tzu's Meeting every moment

"% family soughtthe helpof
o hamans, but

withafresh gaze, Practices such as
mantrajap, anayama

THE SPEA

nothing worked untila
Confucian came alongone

cancentreus; writingajournal topour
outall that is on the mind can help release

ING TREE day He

reforming ur
ua Tzu's mind and changing
his thoughts. And lo, overnight, HuaTzu
was back tobeing hisold self, and hewas
livid. He chased out his wife and sons
and the Confucian. All his old memories

‘What can
alsohelp s acceptingall situations
without complaining, as they are meant
tohelp usevolve, and sailingthrough
themby giving our best, and asthe Gita
says, offering all our actions to the Divine.

were back. He

inburdened  With
Dy his past pains and future anxieties. He
‘wasno longer happy and free.

, we feel light, Only
when wearelight can we go far.
monamehta07@yehoo.com




