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rigonometry often felt

mind-boggling. The dif-

ferences between kharif’

crops and rabi crops in

geography class felt
dreary. And the laundry list of later
Mughals and British governor-generals
and viceroys could get quite confusing.
But no subject felt as deathly dull in
school as civics.

At least history had winners and los-
ers. Geography came with mountains
and rivers even if | confused the Nar-
mada with the Tapti. But civics just
came with duties, obligations, rights
and amendments, all very worthy and
all very dull. It was like the Isabgol die-
tary fibre of school subjects—essential
for the system to function smoothly but
utterly bland.

That is why it's been such a surprise
to see the Constitution play a cameo
role, and a pivotal one at that, in the
2024 general election. In school | would
pray to be saved from civics class. But
this election “Save the Constitution” or
“Samvidhaan bachao” became quite the
rallying cry.

Pundits didn't think it could have the
power of “Garibi hatao”. Or match up to
the machismo of “4b ki baar 400 paar’.
YYet somehow the Constitution became
the dark horse of the election.

Though the BJP won the election, it
came up well shy of its 400 paar boast.
When the victorious National Demo-
cratic Alliance met to formally choose
their leader, Narendra Modi first paid
obeisance to the Constitution, bowing
before it and then touching the book to
his forehead. Meanwhile, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi carried a pocket-
sized version around to make his point.
The Constitution is no longer the
doughty book that weighed down my
civics class. It's become a piece of per-
formance art.

In fact literally so. This year Hand for
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Handmade, a network of artists and
craft patrons, chose 75 artisans from
across the country to create 1x1m pieces,
75 tapestries that paid tribute to the Pre-
amble to the Constitution in its 75th
year. The 2024 edition of the Mahatma
Gandhi University Arts Festival in Kot-
tayam called itself “We, the People of
India”, the opening phrase of the Pre-
amble. Right before the pran pratistha
or consecration ceremony at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya got underway in
January, many celebrities, especially
from the Malayalam film industry,
shared an image of the Preamble on
their social media handles without any
commentary.

The Preamble had become not justa
pledge that we learnt by rote in school,
but also a tool of protest. But it was an
amulet as well, a talisman to protect
oneself against charges of being
branded an anti-national seditious
troublemaker.

Long before this election, the women
protesting against the government's Cit-
izenship (Amendment) Act in Delhi’s
Shaheen Bagh in 2020 marked Republic
Day by reading the Preamble of the Con-
stitution at midnight. At that time, writer
Kapil Komireddi told me, “Their song is
the national anthem. Their standard is
the Indian flag. Their holy book is the
Indian Constitution. That's an extraordi-
nary sight for anyone to behold, espe-
cially anyone who loves India.”

At a time when dissent can easily be
labelled “anti-national’, this became an
act of what some called “constitutional
patriotism”.

There were precedents. In December
2017, scores of non-profit organisations,
many of them Dalit and anti-caste, came
together for the Elgar Parishad in Pune
to speak up against casteism and com-
munalism. When violence broke out at
Bhima Koregaon after that, the police
alleged it had been instigated and pro-
voked by “urban Naxalites” and Maoists
who had organised the Elgar Parishad.
In fact, two retired judges, both Maratha,
were the main organisers. One of the
two, Justice P.B. Sawant said, “Our main
theme was to save the Constitution and
the nation.” The Bhima Koregaon case is
still ongoing, but Alpa Shah writes in the
2024 book The Incarcerations—Bhima
Koregaon and the Search for Democracy

AT EURO 2

Euro 2024 might be the
last dance for some
icons but a host of young
players are ready to
impress on the big stage

Nitin Sreedhar

nitin.s@htiive.com

Luka Modric had just signed for Tot-
tenham Hotspur before the tourna-

ment began. While the Spurs faithful
waited to see more of their summer sign-
ing, it was at the Euros that Modric shined.

Modric scored Croatia's first goal at
Euro 2008, which was hosted by Austria
and Switzerland. He inspired the team on
a remarkable run till the quarter-finals,
where they lost to Turkey. The 22-year-
old was included in the team of the tour-
nament, becoming only the second Croa-
tian to do so after Davor Suker. Modric
went on to have a storied career—a Ballon
D'or, multiple titles at Real Madrid and
becoming Croatia’s most capped player.
But Euro 2008 was his turning point.

On 14 June, Euro 2024 kicked off in
Germany. The biggest tournament before
the 2026 World Cup, the Euros could be
the last dance for the likes of Cristiano
Ronaldo, Modric and France's Olivier Gir-
oud. But there are others ready to stake
their claim as stars of the future.

Previous editions of the Euros have
unearthed many gems. Euro 2024 also
began on the same day as the summer
transfer window for the Premier League,
while most other European leagues will
open their window on 1 July, bang in the
middle of the Euros. Top clubs will use the
tournament as an audition for potential
transfer targets.

Lounge picks 10 young players who
could light up this year's European Cham-
pionships in Germany.

L et's go back to Euro 2008. A certain

LAMINE YAMAL, 16, SPAIN
Lamine Yamal is the latest jewel from Bar-
celona’s La Masia. Left footed and capable

of playing both as an attacking midfielder
or winger, Yamal has been breaking
records ever since he entered Barcelona’s
squad in April 2023. He scored on his sen-
ior debut for Spain in
September 2023,
becoming their
youngest player
and goalscorer.
Yamal showed
his talent again
on 9 June in
Spain’s last friendly
before the Euros, with a

great assist for Fabian Ruiz's goal in a 5-1
rout of Northern Ireland. Former Barce-
lona coach Xavi stopped short of compar-
ing Yamal to Lionel Messi but said the
16-year-old “can mark an era in football”.

WARREN ZAiRE-EMERY, 18,
FRANCE
PSG might have lost Kylian Mbappe to
Real Madrid but have a potential gem in
Warren Zaire-Emery,
who already has
more than 50
appearances for
the club and a
! Ligue 1 winner's
medal. Zaire-
Emery made his
debut for France in
November 2023, scor-
ing against Gibraltar, at just 17, in a 14-0
victory. For a tall midfielder, Zaire-Emery
possesses a decent burst of pace and is
tenacious in tackles, capable of easily
starting attacks from the midfield.

FLORIAN WIRTZ, 21, GERMANY
The German league keeps producing
wonderful talents and Florian Wirtz is tes-
tament to that. Wirtz
played a crucial
role in Bayer
Leverkusen’s
remarkable
2023-24 season,
which saw them
win both the Bun-
desliga and the DFB
Pokal, scoring 18 goals

across all competitions. Having missed the
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How the Constitution played a cameo role

Pundits didn’t think it could have the power of ‘Garibi hatao’ or match up to the machismo of
‘Ab ki baar 400 paar’. Yet somehow the Constitution became the dark horse of the election

CONSTITUTION

o

in India, the allegedly “anti-national”
event actually ended with an activist
leading the audience in a pledge to pro-
tect the Constitution and its values.

Several years ago, tribals in Jhark-
hand erected monoliths as part of the
Pathalgadi movement to assert their
rights. Once those monoliths were used
to commemorate ancestors of the
Munda tribe. Though the government
cried foul, villagers inscribed lines from
the Constitution and details from the
Act meant to protect tribal areas from
exploitation on the stone slabs to
remind the government of what the
Constitution had promised them.

Of course more than the Constitu-
tion, it's the Preamble that's captured
the imagination. In 2020, the Kerala
government proposed making it man-
datory reading during morning assem-
bly in schools. The Centre for Law &
Policy Research says its Preamble on a
T-shirt line is back in stock. One sus-

TARS

2022 World Cup due to an injury, |
Wirtz will be raring to go on the
international stage once again. A 2
brilliant dribbler, Wirtz is equally
good with either feet and not afraid

to shoot from a distance.

JEREMIE FRIMPONG, 23, THE
NETHERLANDS

One of the most exciting right-backs in
European football, Frimpong was equally
important in Bayer
Leverkusen’s
domestic double-
winning season.
His tally of 9
league goals is
an impressive
return for a right
back who hasn't A

featured much for the

Dutch national team. Frimpong'’s ener-
getic runs from defence could be a potent
weapon for the Oranje.

DAVIDE FRATESSI, 24, ITALY
Davide Fratessi has slowly made his way
to the cream of ltalian football. Last sea-
son he won the Scu-
detto with Inter
Milan. Fratessi is
capable of play-

ing in both

attacking and
defensive mid-
field roles. He's
slowly developing

aniche for late runs

into the 18-yard box and scoring crucial
goals —a trait he showcased earlier this
week against Bosnia and Herzegovina
with a cracking volley in Italy's last
friendly before the Euros.

KOBBIE MAINOO, 19, ENGLAND

One of the bright spots from a dismal
league campaign for Manchester United,
Kobbie Mainoo plays like a veteran. Evad-
ing tackles, playing short, sharp passes,
Mainoo can find spaces where others can-
not. He is calm on the ball and also scores
crucial goals, as seen in the FA Cup final.
His performances have not gone unno-
ticed and Gareth Southgate has fast-

Congress Party leader Rahul Gandhi holds a copy of the C

pects that’s not just because the Pream-
ble is profound but because the Consti-
tution itself is just too voluminous for
ordinary people to digest. The legal
scholar Upendra Baxi called it an
“unparalleled exercise in verbosity”.
Now politicians might be touching it to
their forehead, calling it their holy book
but most of us, activists, politicians or
just aam aadmis in T-shirts, have never
actually read this book.

In fact, despite its hallowed status
now, especially after the elections, the
Constitution had plenty of detractors
when it was initially drafted. In the 2023
book The Colonial Constitution, Arghya
Sengupta recounts how the Gandhian
Kengal Hanumanthaiah, future chief
minister of Mysore state, complained
that instead of hearing the notes of the
veena or the sitar, the Constitution
resembled the “music of an English
band”.

Lately there's been a buzz that the

tracked the teenager into the England
setup. Jude Bellingham might bring the
X-factor to England’s line-up, but it could
be Mainoo at its fulcrum.

BENJAMIN SESKO, 21, SLOVENIA

The fact that Benjamin Sesko was on the
radar of many top European clubs says a
lot about his quality. RB Leipzig have tied
him down to a new contract—and rightly
so. Sesko is Slovenia's youngest ever

onstitution, at a press conference on 4 June. e

Constitution itself needed to be "decol-
onised” and the BJP had to hastily dis-
tance itself from its then Uttara Kan-
nada MP Anantkumar Hegde when he
claimed in March that the BJP needed
to win 400 seats so it could “rewrite”
the Constitution. Hegde was denied a
ticket, but the Constitution was sud-
denly very much part of the electoral
campaign. Some wanted to change it.
Some wanted to protect it. But either
way it became something that belonged
to the people.

Inaway the Prime Minister was
acknowledging that reality when he
tweeted after the election results came
out, “Itis our Constitution, due to which
a person like me, born in a poor and
backward family, got the opportunity to
serve the nation. Itis our Constitution,
due to which today crores of country-
men are getting hope, strength, and a
dignified life.”

He was in effect admitting that the

Englarl

Kobbie Mainoo.
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scorer and touted
by many as the
player who
could break
Zlatko
Zahovi€'s record
of most goals
scored for Slovenia.
Atowering presence at

6ft, 5inches, Sesko has remarkable poise
and finishing ability. Sesko wasn't even

so-called Constitution that was suppos-
edly the bequest of the elite belonged to
the little people as well. That was the
contention of Yale University assistant
professor Rohit De in his 2018 book 4
People’s Constitution. There he pointed
out that very ordinary people, some
whom might well be looked down upon
by the bhadralok, have used the Consti-
tution to reshape their lives.

A Parsi man challenged the Prohibi-
tion laws in Bombay (now Mumbai) in
1950 saying he should be permitted to
“exercise his right to possess and con-
sume foreign liquor” and the Bombay
Prohibition Act restricted his freedom
of speech and action and violated his
right to equal treatment. A sex worker
in Allahabad went to court in 1958 say-
ing the Suppression of Inmoral Traffic
Act violated her fundamental right to
practise her profession. In 1957, Mus-
lim butchers filed petitions against cow
slaughter laws. Though the Supreme
Court upheld most of the cow slaugh-
ter laws, De writes he was amazed to
find that more than 3,000 petitioners,
all of them Muslim, 90% from the
Qureshi community, had signed or put
their thumb print on the petition.
“Thus the Hanif Qureshi case was pos-
sibly one of the earliest class-action
cases in post independent India,”
writes De. Whether the cases suc-
ceeded or not is not the issue. That the
cases happened at all is a marker of
engagement.

In his book, De writes that even
though India did not have an organisa-
tion like the American Civil Liberties
Union, ordinary lawyers and ordinary
people made the courtroom the “space
of the unexpected” where “instead of
citizens encountering the state, the
state suddenly encounters its citizens.”

In a way Elections 2024 were a con-
tinuation of that encounter.

And we shouldn't have been so sur-
prised because all those cases of Muslim
butchers, tribals in Jharkhand, mothers
in Shaheen Bagh, the sex workers and
dancers of Allahabad served as a pream-
ble to that encounter.

Cult Friction is a fortnightly column on
e keep rubbing up against.

Sandip Roy is a writer, journalist and
radio host. He posts @sandipr

is:

born when Slovenia last made it to the
Euros back in 2000. Now, he could be
their most precious attacking resource.

JOAO NEVES, 19, PORTUGAL

Move over Cristiano, there's a new rising
star in Portuguese football. A product of
Benfica’s youth sys-
tem, Neves is a
dynamic mid-
fielder known
for his work rate
and tackling. He
can press, pass
and dictate the
flow of a game,
which makes him ver-

satile. Neves is a mainstay at Benfica. With
the likes of Joao Palhinha, Ruben Neves
and Bruno Fernandes ahead of him in the
national team, he’s one for the future.

JOHAN BAKAYOKO, 21, BELGIUM
Dribbling with speed and trickery, Johan
Bakayoko is a defender’s nightmare. He
was instrumental in
PSV Eindhoven’s
championship
winning
2023-24 sea-
son, bamboo-
zling defenders
and bagging 12
league goals.
According to OptaJoe,
Bakayoko also averaged 2.6 chances cre-
ated from open play per 90 in the Champi-
ons League last season—the most of any
winger in the tournament.

HOJLUND, 21,
Speed, strength, finishing and excellent
hold-up play—Rasmus Hojlund has
everything a modern-day No.9 is
asked of. Despite a tough start
to life at Manchester United,
Hojlund recently became
the youngest player to score
in six consecutive Premier
J League games and finished the
.4 season with an impressive tally of
P 16 goals across all competitions. The
left-footed striker has been in electric
form for the national
team. He scored a
hat-trick against
Finland in
March 2023
during the Euro
2024 qualifiers,
where he finished
as Denmark's top-
scorer with 7 goals. In
Germany, the Danes will look to Hojlund
once again for the finishing touch.
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FEWER THE WORDS

A thought for today
Both poverty and prosperity
can lead to emigration
CHINMAY TUMBE

Kerala To Kuwait

A deadly fire says Indians also exploit Indian migrants

to find work acrossthe country and indeed the world. But the

C ommunity networksareacrucial enabling factor for Indians

Kuwait fire that took 45 Indian lives is a reminder that such
networkscan also have a dark side.

Trust and betrayal | News that the building in which the deaths
took place was a fire hazard waiting to explode - from cardboard and
plastic being used to partition workers into cramped rooms to doors to
the rooftop being locked — was painful enough. A subsequent
revelation that an Indian managed the building and also employed

most of those who died, somehow felt ‘worse’. It’s
obvious why. Because this now becomes a case
where not only was workplace safety not
provided inaforeign country, an Indian employer
also thought Indians didn't deserve better
Separately, there is the vexed issue of illegal
migration, where trusted stories and agents play
an even more fraught role. Indians btw have

become the third largest unauthorised immigrant population in US.
Home and abroad | Networks on which Keralites, Gujaratis,
Punjabis and others have relied to make legal homes across the world,
are an invaluable social and economic resource for India. The Kuwait
fire reminds us that even these are not without tales of desertion,
betrayal, fraud. Ormilderletdowns. Say. students whoare happy to have
Indian student asscclauons helping them with the oonunute housing

eteuponlandingon for

thenfind ppressively

parochial. A public pelicy that tries to even out all the dingy kinks of
human nature will be pointless. Still, GOI should increase its efforts to
ensure safe working conditions for migrant Indian workers, whose
numbers are bound to keep going up. Experts suggest a nat I-level
migration database will be useful in this direction.

Baloney About Meloni

Behind the male obsession with how women netas look

GREATER THEIR POWER
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A Chapati On Democracy’s Tawa

® Around half of India’s electorate are floating voters ® They change their choices every election
® Measuring the swing vote is tough ® All of this is true for both LS & assembly polls

Atanu Biswas

Democracy is like a
chapati on a tawa, it is
sald. Electorates must
keepflippingit constantly
toprevent burning. Does
that mean, though, that
votersshould elect a new govt every five
s? Not really But we notice a ‘flip*
time a govi is changed or its
strength significantly curtailed, or
enhanced, through the electoral process,
Even if the party in office and its
strength don't really alter, some sort of
‘flipping’ isa constant in a democra
Number of seats BJP hasin 2024 is 63
fewer than its 2019 tally, while the num-
ber Congress holds has increased by 47,
Is that, however, the whole story? This
time, in fact, an MP from a different
party, in comparison to 2019, has been
elected onaround 209of the 543 seats, or
awhopping 38.4% of the total.

flipping | If four out of 10 MPs are
elected fromadifferent party than inthe
last election, isn't that poriborton
(change)? But this oceurs in practically
every election. Forexample, BJP gained
only 21 seats in 2019 compared to 2014,
and Congress only 8. Yet, it'ssignificant
tonote that compared to 2014, in 2019, as
many as 187 constituencies, or a
staggering 3.4% of LS, elected an MP
from adifferent party.

To use a recent assemblv election as

! by

jokes and memes. The most powerful politician in EU right

ﬁ s Italy hosts G7summit, we've been flooded with Giorgia Meloni

now, she has been reduced to a blonde stereotype, wink-wink
nudge-nudge. Like other women in high offices, Meloni is being seen
through a male prism - hot or not? A few years ago, at talks between
Theresa May and Nicola Sturgeon, the tabloids compared the bodies
of the two politicians, asking: ‘Never mind Brexit, who won legs-it?
Nomatter how influential she is, no matter what she knows orbecomes,

a woman can always be

e

1to suchd framing. Her

power isalmost ared rag, an invitation totake her down.

bentTMC in Bongal wed
largely unchanged from the previous
election, as Left and Congress were
entirely replaced by BJP as opposition
in the state. The real poriborton, however,
was beyond that. A total 120outof 202, or
44%, of the constituencies had winners
frem adifferent party than in 2016.
Also, when DMK-led alliance returned
to office in Tamil Nadu in 2021, of
assembly’s 234 seats, 111 (or 47.4%) had

winnersfrom partiesother than the 2016
winner.

Maintain the count | Measuring the
proportion of people who changed their
voting choices is difficult. BIP's vote
percentage fell by just0.8% in2024, while
Congress’s climbed by a meagre 18%
overall. Vote share of SP increased by 2
percentage points. Perhaps a fraction of
a percentage point moved in either
direction in the vote shares of the

bound’ because there are countless
instances in which voter 1 switched from
party A toparty B, voter 2 switched from
party B to party C, and voter 3 switched
from party C toparty A, maintaining the
total count. Additionally, some old voters
exit and some new voters enter the

Left's percentage dropped to less than
5%, and it1s5.67% in2024.

Therefore, a guesstimate is that well
over 50% - possibly even 60% - of all the
electorate are floating voters, meaning
they're open to changing their voting
pml‘ercnms In fact, a 2014 CSDS study

exercise. Thus, th
are.qhnlmpamed

that 43% of Indian voters
gowiththe hawa'.

Wha les?

Keep rolling | The p of floating
voters should be rather significant, or

‘majority of the other parties.
adding them up would mean that, at
most, 10-12% of the country's electorate

|
This time, an MP
from a different
party, in comparison
to 2019, has been
elected on around
209 of the 543 seats,
or a whopping
38.4% of the total
had a change of voting
choice. However, that

would be gross under-
estimation in actuality

!udlnuthﬁnepﬂnll

ot shifting votes will
be obtained if you add
the percentage of vote-
changes for each political party
in each state. If you reda the process
for each constituency instead, the
number will rise further. Additionally,
if data from all of the country's EVMs
is combined with results from past
elections, one might obtain a lower
bound on the percentage of votes that
have changed.

However, it will only be a ‘lower

1d the BJP"
frum less than19% in 2009toabout 38% in
20197 Also, how could Congress's vote

Uiy Dels

share decrease from 28.5%
2009 to about 19% in 20147
In this respect, Bengal
serves as a prime example. Left
Front amassed an incredible 37%
of the vote in 2006 and continued
to hold a formidable 30% share
even when Mamata Banerjee
routed them in 2011. But, by 2021,

According to Linda Killian's 2012 book
The Swing Vote: The Untapped Power of
Independents, 40% of American voters,
their largest voting bloc, are independent.
These voters occupy a wide range of
political and ideological space and have
influenced the results of every election
since World War II
And their number keeps increasing.
‘The British electorate isalso “volatile”, per
British Election Study In three
elections between 2010 and 2017,48%
of UK voters didn't vote for the
same party, while 43% of voters
changed parties between 2010
and 2015. It, however, makes
sense that the real percentage
of floating voters would be
higher because a volatile voter
would necessarily not have
supported a different party.

Political parties are fully
aware of this — if not, who do they

target in their election campaigns? So,
democracy’s chapati must be constantly
flipped. Higher the flame, more frequent
thelip all topreventburning. The hawa
maybe felt, or it may even be sublime. But
poribortan isalwaysblowingin the wind
of democracy.

The writer is a
professor at Indian
Statistical Institute,
Kolkata

Civility In Politics? It’s Really Up To Us, Voters

Once we get what uncivil political practice means, we'll understand we need more than just nice netas

12

‘Ourimagesof publicauthorityareinevitably male
and larger than life. In our power structures, man is
the norm and women are seen as aberrations who
‘broke barriers’ to get there. Because men see women
as either sexual objects or nurturers, women who
aspire to high office have to actively live down these
ideas, orexploit them, by playing the partstotheirown
benefit. Ignoring these stereotypes is not easy, nor is
pretending tobeaman.

Hillary Clinton was cast as a scary emasculator for being openly
ambitious. Angela Merkel, who led Germany for 16 years, was as
no-nonsense as it gets, but was boxed into a matronly ‘mutti’ image
anyway. Finland's former PM Sanna Marin was criticised for her youth.
New Zealand’s Jacinda Ardern and Brazil's Dilma Rousseff faced their
own witeh-hunts, In recent years, there has been public pushback
against this kind of gendered scrutiny. We have seen many prominent
politicians take these templates head-on, and lead in their own ways.

ButastheMel

ourse shows,

1d-fashioned misogyny dies hard.

The Secret Sauce
Of Stardom

Fame depends on network effects and groupthink

ow did Taylor Swift become
Taylor Swift? Or Steve Jobs,
or Leonardo da Vinci? How

To Become Famous: Lost
Einsteins, Forgotten Superstars
and How the Beatles Came to Be by
Cass Sunstein is an exploration of
how some people achieve iconic status.
Extraordinary as they are, their fate
has as much to do with chance and
serendipity How does that. scmndlp]ly
work, and how can itk i

explosive popularity isan exampleof
these network effects. Keats found
like-minded acquaintances talking
up his work onasmall scale, a collective
chatter that became the buzz of fame.
The Beatles had their manager to
thank, for his relentless belief and
effort thatdrove their early success.
Sometimes, reputations are created
posthumously. as with the cult of Jane
Austen. Her work hll thn right spot,
family and

Saubhik. com

(Can civility return to India’s politics?
It's an urgent question. A frequently
asked question. And, for all its good
intentions, a misleading question.
When we say or even write about
“civility’, we usually mean one or more
of the following: politeness, being respectful, being
nice, speaking softly; not being overly argumentative.
But cl\,}.!\ty -~ Latinroot ‘civ ks much moreof us
than a namaste and a smile. ‘Cives' is Latin for city or
public space. As an analysis hosted by the Hannah
ArendtCentre pointsout, * Ahe practice of civility isthe

bereallyasking for isnot somuch polite, witty speeches
and drawing room decorum on the hustings (‘on the
stump’, for readers who prefer the American version).
We should be asking for politics that doesn’t see
engagement with rival politicians as a weakness. That
doesn’t see the existence of rival politicians as an
affront. That internalises the true coneept of citizenship.
to belong to the same place, we don't have to bealike.
'hen RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat recently said the
opposition is not an adversary, he was speaking for
civility in politics in its real sense. Of course, many
Yiberals’ asked what truly informed Bhagwat's
remarks - he also spoke against ‘arrogance’. But that’s
allright —solong as ‘liberals’ don't dismiss Bhagwat
’s R

practiceof being 2 ‘obe “civil”,
your private self and bea “public person”
withrights.

Civility is, therefore, deeply entwined with politics
It’s a “political virtue that upholds the political ideal
that amidst our differences and plurality, we can still
engage with each other as citizens”. So, politics is
uncivil when we, including our politicians, can't
engage with each other, just because we can't agree on
important stuff.

If politicians greet each other politely in Parliament's
Central Hall, but in public space, they want toannihilate
each other’s organisations, or they dismiss every
point their competitors make, politics is uncivil. Even
if the annihilation or the dismissal is wrapped in
courteousness,

‘This is a crucial distinction, and Jf played out in

Many inIndia’s

a person

Liberals, and their sometimes-close, someti-
mes-distant cousins, the Left, can be uncivil
in their poll Just as the Right can be.
True, the Right is more frequently uncivil,
across democracies. But the Left-liberal is
nobabe in the woods.

Politics for a ‘Hindu nation’, even if
practised with unfaultable politeness, is
uncivil in a religiously plural demoeracy.
So is courteously practised politics
that doesn't engage with those who
claim to speak for the majority.
Politics that says Israel can do any
damn thing in Gaza and Rafah -
because Hamas started it - is
uncivil. So is politics that _

- rightly - put off by shrill campaign rhetoric and
vitriolic personal attacks. In contrast, many in India’s
voting, poorer classes were more alarmed by the
possibility that their constitutional rights - specifically,
reservations — were underalleged threat.

Poorer Indians intuitively understood what uncivil
politics means - politics that can potentially threaten
citizens’ rights. Politics that says, ‘If we win big, we
don'thavetolisten toanyone, engage withanyone, least
of all those whodon'tagree withus.’

So, when we, meaning the better off classes, ask
whether civility can return to politics, what we should

critics of Netanyahu, be
tarredas a people.
Once we under-
stand_ what civility
in politics means,
the answer to the
question we asked
at the beginning -
can eivility return

in West AS].'A be condemned
as a nation, and Israelis,
many of whom are fierce

to Indian politics - is much more complex. It involvesa

reboot: politics is first about responsibility (to the
ition (of differences), and then about

winningand losing.
Can such a change happen organically? Will
politicians admit, OMG, we have been terribly
mute not done. If you think that, your optimism is the
stuff of Page 1. More likely, politicians in a democracy
will respond to the one thing they think about all the
time-the vote.

If electionr
politics, or more realistically speaking, dislike exceptio-
nally uncivil politics, politicians may get the message, or

some version of it. Slice and dice 2024
elections any which way, there's no
gettingaway from this conclusion: the
results werea voter's shot acrossthe
uncivil politician's bow.
If politicians choose to accept
thetruemeaningof this verdict,a
reboot is possible. Not in a perfect
way, of course, Never expect that
in politics. But a demonstrable
change, nonetheless.
But peliticians may also
choose not to accept i
perhaps because they can't abide
such a thought. And partly
perhaps because power induces
selective amnesia. The grand-
ness of political office can
wipe out memories of those
moments when a narrative,
sumptions of
ever-lasting electoral infal-
libility, came apart.
So, what then? Simple.
It's up to us, voters. We

guilty of uncivil
polities - till the
message hits home.

Fame isoftenseen asa buhhlp that

hertm:lpiilv like lsPlPhr\ ndorsers
and

pops. Butk ter amatter
of caprice or infatuation: something
causes Mozart or Jane Austen to
endure, rather than their peers Salieri
or Mary Brunton.

Success stories often focus on
random narratives: -
the dropout or the
highly educated, Bill
Gates or Jeff Bezos,
whose example works?
It's hard to identify
the exact qualities

t make forsuccess.
especially since thase
traits may be equally
found in those who
are unsuceessful. Of
course, hard labour
and resilience are
required.

Random encoun-
ters matter too. If
voung Cassius Clay
had not had his bike
stolen, reported it to
a police chief who
advised him to learn boxing, would
Muhammad Ali, the superlative star;
cometobe? Meanwhile, why does Bob
Dylan define an era, while an equally
original, poetic and deep singer like
Connie Converse, who went viral on
Spotify, was forgotten for decades?

Influencers have always been
crucial: if prominent people in your
group like something, it catches on.
And this appeal gr

mindfield

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

efforts might do today
Keats wasn't necessarily better than
his peer Leigh Hunt: it's not just about
literary worth, but also extraneous
factors and accidental advantages
that make lionised writers.

‘Why did Star Wars
become such a pheno-
‘menon? Nobody saw it
coming,  certainly
not the studio execu-
tives. Sure, audience
reception wasraptu-
rous and reviewers
declared it amazing
to start with. But
again, word of mouth
in the scifi commu-
nities, reputational
cascadesand network
effectsplayed a huge
role — éven now, you
watch it to be partof
the group. It's the
same with the Marvel
universe.

Social scientists
speakof thelost Einstei

Calvin & Hobhes

USED TO WKTE wmtms
Ass\eNMaus
1 e NEN\

1 REALIZED THAT THE
PURPOSE OF WRITING IS
TO INFLATE WEAK IDEAS,
OBSCURE POOR REASONING,
AND INMIBLIT CLARITY.

WRITING CAN

WITH A LITTLE. Phcﬂ:z

NTIMIDATING AND

IMPENETRABLE FOB!

WANT TO SEE MY BooK
REFORT 7

“THE DYNAMICS OF INTERBEING
AND MONOLOGICAL IMPERATIVES
3| N DICK AND JANE : A STUDY
IN PSTCHIC TRANSRELATIONAL
MODES "

Sacredspuw

Ifamanspeaks
oractswithan
evil thought,
suffering follows
| himasthe
wheel follows
the hoof ‘of the beast that draws the
wagon...Ifa man speaks or acts
with a good thought. happiness
Sollows him like a shadow:

Gautam Buddha

Langar Fosters Empathy And Community Solidarity

Stuti Malhotra

roughout the current week,
numerous locations have hosted
instances of chabeel. This tradi-
tional Sikh practice involves servingthe
publica drink,

spearesand Teslas, who may be disad-
vantaged by poverty, gender or race,
lacking role models and exposure.
But there are other reasons that inno-
‘vators fail to make it. Maybe the zeit-
geist wasn't on their side, there was
nowavefor them tocateh. They might
not have been born into the right
families, found the right networks,

the more well-known someone is, the
more their reputation snowballs.
These are reputational cascades. Quite
apart from the merits of a book or
show or statesman, we want to talk to
others about them. Taylor Swift's

enemies, inspirations.

Fame is a matter of lucky breaks,
the book reminds us - and that
also means there are countless stars
and talents existing among us, right
now. All they need is attention and
opportunity.

typically made with water, sugar,and
sometimes flavoured with rose essence
orother ingredients, during the hot
summermanths, The practice is particu-
larly associated with commemorating
themartyrdomof Guru Arjan Dev Ji,
thefifth 8ikh guru. Offering chabeel isa
icactof k idarity,

honour of labour,
communal well-being, and reverence

human parit

the wealthy over theless privileged.
Alongside this sacred endeavour, the

for the Di ‘ge, cr sense
of unity and equality that extendsfar
beyond the dining table and inspiring
all toengage inacts of selflessness.
While individual actsof charity can
sometimes be seen as fostering self-
centredness, engaging in selfless
serviceanddevotionisa
powerful tool foreliminating
theego thatseparatesa 3
person from God and their
Jnner self. Those whohold a
ffection for the Divine

honouring the guru’s teachings.
In Sikhism, langar is not justa

communal duty but a transformative

spiritual institution. It'sa place where

guruacti dorsed the practice of
langar, which soon became a prevalent
tradition. The communal kitchen
symbolised the bedrock nfcquall

treatment ie

topilgrims and visitors.

Guru Amardasdirected allmembers
of the Sikh community to partake in the
langar or free kitchen meal before
meeting him. He expressed this principle
thmubhlhe;a) ing: ‘Pahlay Pangat,

guru's disciples.
Guru Angad Dev playeda

~first visit the langar,
then goto the guru. Subsequently
this practice became a fundamental

pivotal re the
renowned institution of
langar (free kitchen), which
wasestablished by Guru
Nanak. This served the

of firmly
ingrained in itsethos.
‘The gurus demonstrated through
theirown lives how the concept of
universal kinship should be practised,

v

ne
willingly assistall individu- THE SPEAKING TREE reachof Guru Nanak's

alsasan expression of their
devotion tothe Lord. This act of service

mission. [t marked the
Sikhs'first lesson in contributingtoa

impart : like

fund, Dasvand tradition, of

ing,
serving, and cleansingdishes are
elevated to actsof devotion. In this

fore oneself,
modesty, and nurturing empathy.
Guru Nanak Dev initiated this

pr

giving, th of one’searningsor
Tesources to support community and
those inneed. Mata Khivi, Guru Angad
Dev's wife, dedicated herself to tending

anda 'y kitchen serves as the
most vivid illustration of this principle.
Thelangar extends beyond mere di-
ning; it holdsadoctrinal significance
encompassing social engagement,
collective involvement, and communal
obligation to provide sustenance to the
hungry, assist the less fortunate, and
foster selfless acts of societal assistance.
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Pitch the Right Line
And Length in US

Getting T20 fun to expatsisagood start

The20241CC Men's T20 World Cup aspires tomake cricket
more than an immigrant-expatriate’s game in the US.
Managersof thegame globally would like to see it asa pi-
votal moment despite the lack of public interest and sub-
standard pitches. On both, more groundwork needs to be
done. But the spectacle hasserved alimited purpose of ra-
ising awareness. The fact that some players, and most
spectators, willremain in the USonce the eventisoverim-
proves the prospects of cricket’s gestation in the US. For
now, it will remain an immigrants’ game, which is fineso
long as South Asians keep quening up for green cards.

It works especially for India, which claims the game as
its own, and contributes financial heft and cricketing
prowess for its global expansion. Indian consumers keep
the cricket advertising rupees flowing, and can now rea-
sonably expect to see traction in the home markets of the
_ brands they buy. Cricket allows India
to exercise a soft option to its moun-
ting hard power, another element in
possibly feeding the US for

Abruptly ending fossil fuels will impact lives badly — build resilience and invest in RE, instead

Turn the Tap Off, Slowly

i

+ eendlessly heartheflaw-
| edassertionthatbecause
f climate change is real,

weshould ‘{ollow the sci-

ence’ and end fossil-fuel
use. Wehear thisclaim from politicians
who favour swift carbon cuts and from
natural scientists, as when the editor-
in-chief of Nature insists, science
is clear— fossil fuels must go."

The assertion is convenient for poli-
tieians because it allows therm toavoid
responsibility for the many costs and
downsides of climate policy, paintin
lh&.ed: inevitableresultsof diligently

the game. Britain's economic eclipse,
and the US Civil War that saw the ri-
sing popularity of the ‘simpler’ base-
ball, caused the flight of cricket from
the US. Noother cricket-playingnationcandoasmuchto

idence Butit
is false because it confounds climate
seience withelimate policy:

Careful climate sclence is needed to

should bethndﬂmucﬁ\tlcemmma of a

restore it inthe USasIndiacan.
I tpullitoff. By th dgenera-

tion, cricket usually becomes a receding memory. Like fo-
otball, cricket will have to cross the cultural barrier thro-

Ted, hungerhasdramatically declined,
and incomes have increased ten-fold.
While the impact of climate change

oil, gas and coal are massively down:
plaved, Currently, the world gets al-
most four-ifths of all its energy from
fossilfuels. If we quicklyended ouruse

of the benefits of cutting is negative, it is typically enormously
Climate sci- ‘We hear about extreme of fossil fuels, billions wnulrldm
about some of th ts although

theworld's

ﬁzls buttellsus nplh ingof the costs that

ugh a high-visibility campaign in a celebrity- 80~
ciety For starters, it must overcome stereotypes of being,
how Robin Williams described it, ‘baseball on sedatives'.
That involves a bottoms-up approach instead of top-down
effortslike the ICC World Cup. Or, for thatmatter, the gains
India has secured through lobbying for the introduction
of T20asan Olympicsport in Los Angeles in 2028. A junior
league in the US should be nurtured alongside the senior
league. This should be within the capacity of the small-
but-upwardly mobile South Asian community there.

Why India Hardly
Does Documentaries

India has the world's ldrwht feature film industry. Yet, thesta-
teof itsi y, filmmaking is
notsorosy. It certainly doesn'tlack talent. Payal Kapadia's All
We Imagine as Light won the Grand Prix at Cannes last
month. Nishtha Jain's Farming the Revolution and Vinay
Shukla's While We Watched picked up awards this year. Yet,
last year’s Oscar-winning The Elephant Whisperers was a ra-
vthat . AnuragKas-
hyap is right when he recently noted that ‘India has stopped
supporting such cinema, the kind of cinema that was at Can-
nes,’ adding that the country’s talent lies in ‘picking up credit’
once the international accolades havecome in,
Kapadia’s film, supported by a French
PE8 fund, didn’t receive the rebate promised by

Thestory toldbv activist politicians
and climate campaigners suggests
that there’snothingbutbenefitstoend-
ing fossil fucls, versus a.  hellscape
if nothing is done.
But whether one
likes it or not, the
reality is that the
world has impro-
ved dramatically
over the past centu-
rieslargely because
of the increase in
available  energy,
which has come
mostly from fossil
fuels. Life spans ha-
vemore than doub-

ulmu—relam ﬂli(ﬂs from
droughts, storms, floods and
fires have declined by more

than 97% from nearly 5 lakh

annually a century ago to less  mate
than 15,000 in the 2020s

UN
d\malc panel finds that evidence of
them worsening cannot yet be docu-
mented for most of these. But, impor-
tantly aricher world is much more re-
silient and, henee, much less affected
by extreme weather Data shows
that elimate-related
deaths from dro-
ughts, storms, flo-
ods and fires have
declined by more
than 97% from ne-

pop\l]num depend on tood grown
with synthetic fertiliser produced al-
mostentirely by natural gas. If weend-
ed fossil fuels quickly. we would physi-
cally have no way to feed four billion

less vushed end to fossil fuels by 2050,
This slower pace would avoid billions
of peopledyingoutright, but thedown-
sidesarestill immense Thelatest, peer-
reviewed climate-economic research
shows thatefficiently reachingnet zero
emissions by 20s0willcostastaggering
$§27Mmayearon average over the centu.
Iy 'rhar is one-quarter of the m:r!rl‘:
GDP

An Apostle
Of Peace

heneﬁ's will be just a small ﬁact:nrmf
that cost. policy is prohibitively ex-
pensive forlittle benefit.

A good analogy is to consider the
more than 1 mn global traffic deaths
annually, Traffic — like climate chan-

Guru Arjan Dey, thefifth guruof
the Sikhs, consolidated the-com-

ge — is a man-made pmbl and so-
mething we could sol jentists 1588, started Ijmmnsu-m.unnur
were to only look at huw fo avoid the uw(miden Temple. '
uldbe limits everywh- [ f the Gold-
ere to 5 kmph. If enforced, this would enTemple wasspecial, withdoors
almaost ‘entirely eliminate’ traffic d infour ¥
ths. OF course, it would also almosten- freedom of entry toall for spirit-
tirely eliminate’ our economies and ual discourse. Furthermore, the
ourproductive lives, famous Muslim Sufi, Mian Mir,
We would laugh if pol said laidth To fur-
we should ‘follow the science’ and stop ther highlight the universal and
traffic deaths by mdmmg speeds. We secular message, the Adi Granth,

would

H;u mandir Sahib

ll! the climate debate, we should ta-
ke a sensible approach. This
Climate science tells us
about some benefits
of cutting emissions,
but tells us
nothing of the
costs that climate
economics does
means focusing on short-term adapta-
tion fo build resilience and long-term

people. Add

in R&D for green energy

ter, along with the dependence on fos-

ive the priceof reli-
amc green energy down below fossil

1604,
f 58ikhGurus, 15 Hinduand
Muslim saints, and 15 Sikhs,
Guru Arjan Dev wasnotjusta
spiritual leader but alsoa prolific
poetand philosopher: His more
than 2,000 compositions, prima:
in Hindiand Punjabi, area
testament tohis deepundersta-
nding of devotional love, union
with God and the importance of
equality Oneof hisnotable com-
positions in Sukhmani Sahibis,
A [harams, best is:meditate
and lead life free of vices." This
verse encapstilates his teachings

sil fuels for steel, cement,
transport, and it is little wonder that
one recent estimate shows abruptly
ending fossil l\ler wml]d lead to 6 bn

ingeveryonecan
smlchlc low-carbon alternatives,
Sudden, dramatic cuts in fossil fuel
consumption will have hugedownsides
which their backers would rather
ignore. Climate change is a problem.

Lho rxsts of the ('ll

ri P vear:
acentury These vast

Lhan lullll in the i whichun

dersmdablv focuses on carbon emis-

Clearly, tho

ugh, they should bean integral part of

mJ.Is to ‘just stop’

Most politicians suggest a slightly

befar worse than the illness.

onspir

One of his verses inthe Guru
Granth Sahibreflects God’scar-
ingand protecting nature. Forex-
ample, ina composition in Raag
Dhanasari, he observed, Asis
God's nature, God does not let the
devotee face difficult times. God

The writer is president, Copenhagen
Consensus, and visiting fellow, Hoover
Institution, Stanford University, US

Gather the Drops,M

Siddharth Sharma
e

groundwater reserves and inadequa-
te infrastructure. Thesechallenges
manifestdifferently across regions,
demanding tailored approaches.
Communities, especially those in
rural India, serveas the first line of
defence. Their intimate understand-
ingof local dynamicsand firsthand
experienceof challenges positions
them as invaluable custodians of sus-

over1,000springs. This salifeline ina

ke

3 low-cost tablet-based in-line chlorina-

aWave

Assam,

andevery breath.”

Que.sﬁon Iqur
A proudand confident geni-

‘withan idiot.

coastal Andhra Pradesh, and micro-
biological contamination through

tion systems in Gujarat and Andhra

E Pradesh.
& Moreover,collaborative efforts with

like-minded stakeholders, civil soci-

The genius says, Hey idiot,
every question I ask you that
youdon'tknow the answer
1o, you have to give me500.
And if youask mea question
andlcan't answer yours, I'll
give you10,000."

g

nment

bodies are vital for effective

Ima i Within  region as seen inefforts to
nity thrives, nourish seed: Mrhange 90°% of itsdrinking water. revitalise the streams and rivers of
abundant water. This life- vaust:umm, must be sown, nurtur N:vtahlv

sense ol this vital L

oureconomy and forms Lheluunda(l

resource. This underpins the ‘One

mlﬂs They decide and collect user fees

rivers notonly provide
water for irrigation but also help

us asks him, ‘How many con-
tinentsare there in the world?
The idiot doesn'tknow and

hands over#500. The idiot now
asks, Whatanimal stands with
twolegs butsleeps with three?”

India. Sandhya Suri’s crime thriller San- onof healthy communities Ensuring ~ Water’ approach, that contri farmers i incomeby The genius tries and searches
tosh, which premiered at Cannes, was watersecurity isnotjustanecessity for watersupply systems. - cultivatingadditionalerops. )
Z butalsoanepportunitytounlocka  their alcr needs. Similarly Gujarat’s C y impactof £
by Ul . Er 3 r
t::]nke«‘:lh W lf,_§( Film lmt.1er,\. F\lf]d T\éen brighterfutureforall, Empowe) wi- wver 150 water insecurity on vulnerable regi-
Wik fhase fmesectt et nationa) oke: wuh ahur!zl‘\ of H bn,JalJeevan  dingthem w;rh toolsand lechnnlom villagelevel wau\nuﬁergmups in onsand populations can'tbe overlook-
tribution, they aren't shown in India, de- es.It’'sabout i i ity ed, i t the
priving nulJustdm(mwr homeaudlen- ll:smglhmla:ulml‘ harG}mJal‘ and senscul‘ Ly ingress, pr iency med with
cesliak ok The lihood andresources, areour greatest assefs
equitable water future. However wat-  viours| rnnha bettermentof theirown  supporti i ieultural — inrevitalisi quest
nates what is funded and screened. Film selections often align rsecur Sl i practices. water-secure, the way what was theanswer
with PCagendasof Indian film festivals that prefer to play it safe. It necessitates I'mleringahul.\st_il_ eco-  Theimpact of thisripples through to i Foroptimisation, we must embrace toyour question?

The Indian state's —and, by extension, the public's —disin- system wh stgrant-  thelargerenvironment thaten- The idiot hands over2500.
terestin filmsand 65 that highlight edhutal«:mrpenmedthmngh conti- thm:::::rmslanre in lhererr'l"r:ﬂ:‘r‘xﬂ r:ar:cm\\:btinflnﬂnqnanm. advoca- m
‘problems’, isn’tnew. SatyajitRay's1971 documentary, Sikkim, hdthE hmm e ljldnge process,  nityled initiatives aredrivingtrans-  security Harnessingthe potentialof  prioritises rainwater harvesting. The- ell Pronounc
commissioned by the chogyal (king) of Sikkim on wecal formativechange in thefaceof water  new and cost. i ial for A i e
threats to the then-country’s sovereignty from China and In- Climate change ﬂl‘“‘l’““““‘""" scarcity Tha Himmolthan Periyons, - can ac P Hpower il o8, A3 ey
dia, wi ¥ Gol. Theban in2010.In ources, ghtsand  and Northeast Initiative De drinking wher they
e 3 -3 risingsea Jevels. Ind| m:untn mtscom-  Agency’s (NEIDA) i ing: 1aged water Kiosks s ater started arguing over the pro-
internet and s!neznmng films, when movies can be ‘sourced’ plex water p programme, Iodby dds issueof arsenie e city’s name.
and viewers have ‘fluid’ locations, a mature society must be i vth, dimini: waterat Nalbariin The writer is CEO, Tata Trusts They argued backand forth,
able to watch allkindsof PoVs, uncomfortable ones included. i m!ﬁ“:}l’l‘e“ forlunch.

ed the waiter who was from
Punjab, ‘Before we order, cou-
Idyou please settle an.
ment for us? Would you plea-
se pronounce where weare
very slowly?
AHarvard paper suggests that thereare stringent 15, continu nisin ;
alienresidents among. well, Americans tries 'Gmgaaumaba

Till We Get Proof of
ET, Keep Reading ET

IntheNetflix comedy series Alien Resident, we getanideaof

J VR Prasada Rao
e —

Over the past few decades, India has
builtupa repuiationas the ‘pharmacy

datafeedback areessential toensure

C

is lheor\ly way

o a
v
meetall regulatory

that produc ority issignificant, since a study con-
within their intended: sp(m!ﬁmumls scrutiny ductedby the Department of Pharma-
»E drugs manu- Go
empoul to match: rhegmwmgsmje factured in India is i ing, quali- ia must

of op t several pharmacom- pmparemmpueaimnndmg:rorm
requires traini i panies h I i orth $251 bn that will go
and significant experi-  recently. -patent Qualitymust
enced professionals. hghted. issues with mam\lac\unng beatoppriority for companies to take
» Another challenge in pharmamanu- ~ pr ug quality Central s ki i

windfall.
CDSCO must recruit additional qua-

The Realty of
Skycrappers

whatHarvard's Human Flourishing Program—norelation of the world". It m facturing ty into Control Organisa- Apropos ‘Kuwait Emir Orders
Khan'schari 3 r]\f:‘n drugsand pharma by vol product tion(CDSCO) Uiﬂﬂlweiy mgula(mg Probe; ities Launch Crack-
ume, exportingto abmlllllmunmes transfer: C reviewof dru load Al the right down’ by Dipanjan Roy Chaud-
edrich Nietzsche’s book, Human, All Too Human —means andferritories. structuredapproach that infegrates  pecti ; ith  typeof per i hury (Jun1d), thedeath of more
Lﬂl!BlIBWpﬂp&EmCl Y ACase Ve of quality processesatevery stageof the  cur practi-  inthe by dians inafire thaten-
for Earthly of  product cycle. ces(CGMP). arigoro ! lfed ilding housing forei-
for 1 The show deals DPT (diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus), Indian pharma must invest inupgra-  Under Gol's revised ‘Schedule M expertiseand experience will streng- gnworkers in Kuwait has turn-
R5AEHOMETA, e °; BOG (Bacillus Calmette-Guérin, used ~ di ity standards. With i ideli i then i
: Colo- primarily against tuberculosis)and  on, concernse yof import- ~ infor itiesabout  taininga high onsunder foreign work-
rado, sincealrens nevercrash land :mywhere elsetillnon- measles vaccines. AccordingtoGoLat  eddrugswill grow, leading toincrea-  recallinga drugand report product only way for u\c m:luslrylonassrcgu ers live and work in GCC coun-
and, then, taking least70% of WHO'ses e s itiny issues, The ]aitnoga sc}?::.igg; i tries. The Kuwaitiauthorities
i v Highesk G i qua sho implicit z\lanymu have pinned the blame on ‘greedy
o theidentity ot saBartblne frvs et lcranivpert) i ced from India Boraf LS FOA ot D A 1ot produets jginating  However
yet: pes net- India’ ieine industry aims to Recently CDSCOrevoked theauth- of qnar th for the trage-
workingsite for scientists and researchers, ResearchGate, Jr:arh asizeof ﬂmmn b by 2060, Whi- ority Dfoc ti itiesto  lity for jicines worldwide: Toachi- avgo@e far mm"d that, While
i1 we canmeet the target, or even sur- issue NOCs for fz evethis, ad i the migrants
(a)madeuschetch:whether IS l,vtIl;)llmE idw;:gfis pass it, qualitative excellence is criti- approved, banned or new dnn;sm:en ceandlr ingentmeasu-
cry] analienthiatlives cal to malntaining the promisef frust, ded for export, It and povertyat home, their path-
under the radar among other Earthlysentient beings. reliability and efficacy of our health- raised by the Drugs Ci i nm arddrugsisi etiestoriesof livingineramped
mmps_rsuggmfourtyp!5nfcl‘s (l)mgmhernfanm. care products and services, Pursuitof mittee(DCC; il Quality must ith no proper sanitation
ivilisation who has retur @ quality ingprocessof obtaining NOCsfrom  be the toppriority forall pharma en- and safety equipment cannot be
Pk » Effective and robust investigations. Itiph which  tities, f size, toensure overlooked. The action of the
that terrestrial (3)aliens Weak investigations lead torecurring indelaysinexportcon-  that medicati treatdis- Kuwaiti Emirfororderinga
from the future, and(4) aliens that are ‘magical’, like el devi ] ient i ity and
falrle&etc.Yes.thatdoesmundlﬂmeiﬂﬁumpselecﬂ ‘lmhl.“ sion makes CDSCOthesole  Protecting India reli- the interior minister
Megal i authority forissuingmanufacturing  able therapyand umnesuppner s licetoapprehend the guilty must
7 ot : o sunh as pr definition, root cause licences forexport of drugs. Thean- crucial for it f
ican citizens. Till any proof comes humanity’s way, keep- analysisand comprehensive manage- —_—
ingreading ET. ment processes, can helpachieve qua- scrutiny of India’s pharma industry GREGORY
lity inmanufacturing. Implementing ~ Wrapped with care i i The writer is former ¥ Gol Mumbai
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Poll dissection

he 2024 Lok Sabha election results underscore

the dynamic nature of Indian politics. As the

dust settles, a closer look reveals intriguing
insights into the performances of the two main con-
tenders: the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and
the INDIA bloc. The electoral outcomes, winning mar-
gins, and regional variances tell a story of a nation
divided yet united in its democratic spirit. In general
category seats, the NDA, led by the Bharatiya Janata
Party, won 227 out of 412 seats compared to the INDIA
bloc’s 174. However, the INDIA bloc showed strength
in seats reserved for Scheduled Castes (SC), winning
43 out of 84, a slight edge over the NDA'’s 40. In con-
trast, the NDA dominated the Scheduled Tribes (ST)
seats, securing 26 out of 47, while the INDIA bloc
managed only 17.

The urban-rural divide offers another fascinating
lens through which to view the election. The NDA’s
dominance is clear in urban areas, winning 39 out of
55 seats, compared to the INDIA bloc’s 15. However,
the INDIA bloc managed to narrow the gap in rural
constituencies, winning 219 out of 488 seats, while
the NDA secured 254. This suggests that while urban
voters continue to favour the NDA, the rural electorate
is more contested, reflecting perhaps different priori-
ties and issues. Winning margins provide another
layer of analysis, revealing the extent of each alliance’s
hold on their constituencies. The NDA has a signifi-
cant advantage in seats won by margins over 25 per
cent, securing 55 out of 79 such seats. Conversely, the
INDIA bloc performed better in closely contested seats
with winning margins between 5-10 per cent, captur-
ing 62 out of 122 seats in this category. This pattern
indicates that while the NDA claimed decisive victo-
ries in several areas, the INDIA bloc remained com-
petitive in tighter races.

Regionally, the results paint a diverse picture. The
INDIA bloc performed well in southern India, win-
ning 75 out of 129 seats, while the NDA won 49. This is
notable given the BJP’s historic challenges in these
states. In contrast, the NDA demonstrated strongholds
in central and the Himalayan states, winning 48 out of
54 and 11 out of 15 seats, respectively. The northern
and western regions showcased mixed results, with
the NDA leading in northern India and a close contest
in the west. Eastern India saw a balanced perform-
ance, with the NDA securing a slight edge. The 2024
Lok Sabha elections highlight the complexity of India’s
political landscape.

The NDA’s overall victory, bolstered by strong
urban support and decisive wins in general category
and ST seats, contrasts with the INDIA bloc’s
resilience in rural areas and SC seats. These results
underscore the dynamic interplay of regional and
demographic factors in Indian elections. As both
alliances reflect on their performances, the focus will
inevitably shift to addressing the diverse aspirations of
the Indian electorate, ensuring that the democratic
process continues to thrive.

Cautious Fed

he US Federal Reserve’s decision to maintain

interest rates within the 5.25 per cent-5.50 per

cent range and signalling only one rate cut in
2024 reveals a nuanced approach to economic man-
agement. Despite acknowledging progress towards its
2 per cent inflation target, the Fed’s caution reflects a
broader concern about the resilience of inflationary
pressures and the need for sustained economic
restraint. This conservative stance highlights the
complexity of the current economic landscape. The
Fed'’s projection of only a single rate cut in 2024, down
from three anticipated cuts in March, indicates a
deliberate pivot.

This move, despite the modest progress in reduc-
ing inflation, underscores a growing recognition that
the fight against inflation is far from over. The cen-
tral bank’s increase in the estimated long-run neutral
rate to 2.8 per cent from 2.6 per cent suggests that
policymakers are adjusting to a reality where higher
interest rates may be necessary for longer to achieve
price stability. One critical aspect of this decision is its
timing. By pushing the start of rate cuts potentially to
December, the Fed effectively removes the possibility
of a rate reduction before the November Presidential
election. This delay could be seen as an attempt to
maintain economic stability and avoid any percep-
tion of political influence. It also aligns with the Fed's
mandate to focus on long-term economic health
rather than short-term political cycles.

The Fed’s acknowledgment of “modest further
progress” towards the inflation target, coupled with a
slightly higher end-of-year inflation rate projection of
2.6 per cent, signals a cautious optimism. However, it
also reflects the challenges of navigating an economy
where inflationary pressures, though easing, remain
persistent. The fact that consumer prices did not rise
at all in May is a positive sign, yet the central bank’s
cautious approach suggests that one month of data
is insufficient to declare victory over inflation.

This decision also has implications for market
expectations and investor sentiment. The initial mar-
ket response, with US stocks holding gains and US
Treasury yields paring losses, indicates a degree of
confidence in the Fed's measured approach. However,
traders of rate futures who had anticipated a Septem-
ber start to policy easing may need to recalibrate their
expectations. The market’s reaction underscores the
delicate balance the Fed must maintain between man-
aging inflation and sustaining economic growth. The
Fed'’s new economic projections, indicating a slightly
above-trend growth of 2.1 per cent and a stable unem-
ployment rate of 4 per cent, present a mixed picture.
On one hand, these projections reflect a resilient econ-
omy capable of growth despite higher interest rates.
On the other hand, the need for higher rates over a
longer period suggests underlying vulnerabilities. This
careful balancing act will be crucial in navigating the
economic uncertainties of the coming year, under-
scoring the importance of a steady hand at the helm of

monetary policy.
ceoe o0

Personalized Medicine

Today there is a lot of discussion in scientific circles about personalized medicine.
It is now recognized that the same medicine may not work on all patients suffering
from a disease, because the biological constitution of the patients is not the same.
The first example of personalized medicine is transfusion medicine based on ABO
blood groups; Karl Landsteiner should be recognized as the father of the concept
of personalized medicine

une 14 is a day to remem-

ber. On this day in 1868,

Karl Landsteiner was born.

Two hundred years before
this date, on 15 June 1667, the
first human blood transfusion
was administered by Jean-
Baptiste Denis. Denis was
accused of murder, because the
person who received the trans-
fusion died.

For millennia, the life-pre-
serving function of blood was
strongly believed. For curing
seizures, Romans who suffered
from epilepsy drank the blood
of bleeding gladiators.

Blood is considered a sym-
bol of life in most religions and
cultures. Even though blood has
been considered as a substance
that contributes to good health,
the idea of transfusion was con-
ceived because of two scientific
breakthroughs; William Har-
vey’s discovery in 1628 that
blood circulates in the body and
Christopher Wren's invention of
the syringe in 1659.

Withdrawal of blood, kno-
wn as bloodletting, was one of
the commonest medical prac-
tices to cure or prevent illness.
It was practiced from antiquity
until the late 19th century.
Leeches or razors were used to
draw blood.

Bloodletting was not done
by physicians but by barbers,
who were called barber-surge-
ons. During those times, physi-
cians considered performing of
surgery to be below their dignity.

A 15-year old boy was suf-
fering from uncontrollable fev-
ers for two months. A barber-
surgeon performed bloodletting
by leeches 20 times, to no effect.
With the assistance of Paul Em-
merez, a barber-surgeon, Jean-
Baptiste Denis transfused, on 15
June 1667, about twelve ounces
of lamb blood into the veins of
the boy.

Apparently, the boy’s con-
dition improved the next morn-
ing. With this success, Denis
became bold and performed a
few more such t i

patient’s wife accusing Denis of
murder. After some hearings, the
court cleared Denis. The court
also banned blood i

was reported in a footnote. For

This led to the demonstration of

the first time, L oint-
ed out the physiological behav-
ior of the ination reaction

Soon thereafter, the French par-
liament, the Catholic Church,
and the Royal Society also
declared ban on blood transfu-
sions. Until the mid-19th centu-
ry, transfusion ceased to be a
part of medical practice.
James Blun-

among specimens of mixed hu-
man blood, discussing the pos-
sibility of individual variations.
Before this publication,
human red cell agglutination
generally had been accepted as
being caused by an abnormality
in at least one of

dell, an obstetri-
cian and surgeon
at the Guy’s Hospi-
tal in London re-
visited blood trans-
fusion as a treat-
ment option. Blun-
dell’s humanitari-
an instincts were
aroused by the fre-
quently fatal out-
come of women

the reacting speci-
mens. The irony,
in his article on
blood groups, was
that Karl Lan-
dsteiner did not
recognize the im-
portance of his co-
ntribution; “I hope
this will be of some
use to mankind,”
he wrote. Eventu-

the blood
groups in humans... but this
will not interest the layman.”
When asked by a New York
Times reporter what other
applications his discovery of
blood groups might have, he
answered, “I think this discov-
ery may aid in determining the
perpetrator at the scene of a
crime.” In fact, in 1903, with
Max Richter, Landsteiner had
already shown how a blood
group could be determined
from a sample of dried blood.
Karl Landsteiner trained in
medicine at the University of
Vienna. He worked in Austria.
In 1919, through the assistance
of friends of his wife, he left
impoverished Austria to accept
an appointment at the Catholic
Hospital in The Hague, Holland.
Had it not been for several Dut-

ch scientists who brought the

who bled profusely MAJUMDER ally, in 1947, he
after childbirth. He | e science ished a book
decided to revive | Chair.Governmentof inda | titled “The Speci-
what he called the ficity o i
“neglected opera- Reactions.”

tion” of blood transfusion. How-
ever, unlike his predecessors, he
decided not to use animal blood,
but to use human blood for
transfusion to humans.

Blundell’s procedure of
transfusion was to collect blood
of a donor in a cup and then to
quickly infuse it into the recipi-
ent’s vein by using a syringe.
After a series of failed transfu-
sions, in December 1828, Blun-
dell carried out an unquestion-
ably successful blood transfu-
sion on a woman who bled pro-
fusely after delivering her third
child. A physician who was pres-
ent during the transfusion was
the donor.

However, the bases of a
failed or a successful blood tran-
sfusion was not understood. In
1875, Landois noted in his book
“The transfusion of blood” (in
German) that when red blood
cells of one species were mixed
with the serum of another,
clumping or lysing of the cells
occurred.

The full understanding was

However, while performing
a third transfusion of calf blood
into a notorious madman of Pa-
ris in November 1667, the pa-
tient started to shake violently.
The transfusion had to be abort-
ed. The patient died the next
day. A court-case was filed by the
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Positive signs

SIR, Please refer to today's report
"Nawaz Sharif, Pak PM Shehbaz
Sharif congratulate Modi on
assuming office". Shortly after
assuming charge as Foreign Min-
ister for a second term, S Jais-
hankar said with reference to
Pakistan that India would want to
find a solution to the years-old
cross-border terrorism. His state-
ment came on the heels of the
messages posted on X by Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and ex-PM Nawaz Sharif, con-
gratulating PM Modi on his re-
election. While Mr Shehbaz con-
fined himself to a terse sentence,
Mr Nawaz expansively appealed
for replacing hate with hope and
seizing the opportunity to shape
the destiny of the two billion peo-
ple of South Asia. Mr Modi was
equally terse in thanking Mr She-
hbaz and no less eloquent in
reminding Mr Nawaz that the

by Karl [ in
1900 in his article titled “On the
knowledge of the anti-fermen-
tative lytic and agglutinating
effects of blood serum and the
lymph” published in a German
science journal.

! -

Landsteiner (fourth from
left in accompanying pho-
tograph) was awarded the Nobel
prize for his discovery of the
blood groups in 1930. (interest-
ingly, this is the same year in
which C.V. Raman was also
awarded the Nobel prize.)

He not only discovered the
ABO blood groups, but also
many other blood groups
including the Rhesus blood
group. When we say that my
blood group is A, positive; the A
refers to my blood group with
respect to the ABO system (for
which four types A, B, AB and O
are possible) and the ‘positive’
refers to the Rhesus system (for
which two types ‘positive’ and
‘negative’ are possible).

Landsteiner worked out the
donor-recipient blood-group
relationship to prevent fatal
agglutination reaction.

An interview for the news-
paper Der Wiener Tag (The
Vienna Day) on 15 November
1930 contained the following:
When asked “What led you to
the discovery of blood groups?”
Landsteiner replied “T began
these investigations 30 years
ago, starting from the fact that
differences exist in the blood of
different animal species. I set
out to examine the question

tion of human red blood cells

editor@thestates

whether i
are not present within a species.

.co

talents of this remarkable man
to the attention of Simon Flexn-
er, Director of the Rockefeller
Research Institute, Landsteiner
and his son likely would have
perished in a Nazi gas chamber.
Landsteiner joined The Rocke-
feller in 1923 and worked there
for 20 years until he passed away
on 26 june 1943.

Today there is a lot of dis-
cussion in scientific circles
about personalized medicine. It
is now recognized that the same
medicine may not work on all
patients suffering from a dis-
ease, because the biological
constitution of the patients is
not the same.

The first example of person-
alized medicine is transfusion
medicine based on ABO blood
groups; Karl Landsteiner should
be recognized as the father of
the concept of personalized
medicine.

Professor Herman Chiari,
head of the Vienna Institute of
Physical Anatomy, where Land-
steiner made his blood group
discoveries, in a lecture said,
“Thus, by his untiring research
in the tranquility of his laborato-
ry, Landsteiner became one of
the greatest benefactors of
human suffering. Wherever in
the world today a blood trans-
fusion is performed, whenever a
distraught mother finds her
child’s life has been saved,
Landsteiner is at her side,
although we cannot see him.”
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Fight against
drug trafficking
remains
challenging

ccording to authorities, the
number of drug cases and of-
fenders arrested have increas-
.d with more serious, compli-
cated and unpredictable develop-
ments. There are many new drugs that
are not included in the list of manage-
ment.
Hidden drugs blended in goods,
foods, drinks have been illegally traded
and transported illegally in larger
quantity to Viet Nam for consumption,
or then transported to the third coun-
try. By road, criminals often take
advantage of long borders, complex
mountainous terrain, many trails,
openings and gaps, as well as open
mechanism and policies in export,
import, immigration, customs proce-
dures for mixing, hiding and illegally
transporting narcotics from Laos and
Cambodia to Viet Nam through the
northwestern, central ~ Central High-
lands and southwestern provinces.
The smugglers concealed nar-
cotics in their own backpacks, in food
and even within their own bodies. Sub-
stances have been combined with
items that have been deposited,
expressed, or non-commercial pres-
ents given to Viet Nam from nations in
Europe, America, Africa and Oceania
for use domestically or to be transport-
ed to a third country, or vice versa.
The customs sector has promoted
the combined strength of the whole
industry, especially the specialised

Viét Nam Ne

e e
forces in drug prevention and control.

In order to effectively combat drug
smuggling in all stages, routes, and
places we have maximised external
assistance resources within the frame-
work of mechanisms, coordination
and collaboration with functional
forces, ministries, sectors, agencies
and organisations.

We have also organised training to
raise awareness, skills and knowledge
of laws and drug prevention and con-
trol in the field of customs.

We still actively participate in
international collaboration initiatives
as well as worldwide drug prevention
and control campaigns. Collecting
drug evidence and arresting traffickers
is the only way to successfully prevent
illegal drug transit rings from abroad
to Viet Nam. To accomplish this, close
combat collaboration is required.

Customs has collected, analysed
and evaluated information and docu-
ments related to criminal gangs and
taken professional measures to arrest
offenders.

The police and customs authori-
ties have been actively coordinating
from the information sharing and veri-
fication stages. We break crime rings
fast and efficiently by using expert
techniques. Customs force faces many
challenges.

Buying and selling goods via elec-
tronic method is very easy. While drugs
are purchased without paying in
advance, traffickers can monitor the
shipping time as well as time for cus-
toms clearance. If the goods arrive in
Viet Nam but it faces obstacles in cus-
toms clearance, they will abandon the
goods.

Traffickers hide drugs in ship-
ments of sea transport which is diffi-
cult to check such as frozen goods,
detergent, animal feed, wooden furni-
ture, agricultural products, plastic
particles, machinery and exported
granite.

More traffickers are taking advan-
tage of the sea route to buy and sell
drugs. In addition, there are more and
more new synthetic drugs, some of
which have not been updated in the
data of drug detection devices and are
not included in the control list of legal
documents.

people of India
for peace, security and progres-
sive ideas. The exchange of mes-
sages is significant as India-Pak-
istan ties have been in deep
freeze since the Pulwama terror
attack and the retaliatory Balakot
airstrikes of February 2019. The
situation worsened after India
revoked Article 370 of the Consti-
tution and bifurcated Jammu and
Kashmir in August that year, even
as the hopes raised by the open-
ing of the Kartarpur corridor were
snuffed out. However, some posi-
tive signs have been visible of
late. Alluding to the 25-year-old
Kargil War, Mr Nawaz admitted
last month that Pakistan had vio-
lated the Lahore Declaration in
1999. Interestingly, during their
Lok Sabha election campaign,
some BJP candidates promised
the resumption of India-Pakistan
trade via the Attari-Wagah cross-
ing. Given the context, both New
Delhi and Islamabad need to take
a step forward, even if it's tenta-

tive to start with. This will help in

reducing the trust deficit and

bring the two neighbours to the
talks table.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das,

Kolkata, 11 June.

DIRE POVERTY

SIR, This refers to your editorial
'Rural Rejection’ (The Statesman,
Junell). The spectre of growing
unemployment and unabated
price rise of daily needs looms
large, specially over the marginal-
ized rural class. The glaring eco-
nomic inequality is evident from
the statistics that one per cent of
the population possesses 40 per
cent national wealth and the poor
50 per cent hold 6.4 per cent. The
world's hunger index indicates
India's position at 111 out of 125
countries and the country trails
behind all the neighbouring coun-
tries. This is indeed an appalling
socio-economic scenario.

Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party
suffered a serious setback and

epaper.ihestatesman.com

BE FEARLESS

SIR, The fourth pillar of democracy in India is seeing a new low as
India's rank in the World Press Freedom Index has dropped from
150 in 2022 to 161 in 2023. It is a big blow to the voices of the peo-
ple. Almost all newspapers and news channels are seen singing
praises of the ruling government which is embarrassing for any
sensible person. They have forgotten that they are the voice of 1.4
billion people. Neglecting their aspirations will cost them dear in
the future. It is time that they mend their ways and stay true to the
people even if it means going against the government. They need
not fear anyone because they are backed by 1.4 billion people who
have the power to change the government according to their will
and they have released a trailer of that in 2024 General Elections.
Yours, etc., Noopur Baruah, Tezpur, 12 June.

failed achieve the expected man-
date in the just concluded parlia-
mentary election primarily
because it lost over a third of of the
rural i ies it had won in

the Covid period, while a vast
‘majority of rural people were prac-
tically languishing under serious
economic distress, the number of

2019. Despite the claim that India
is the fastest growing economy
globally, the benefits of growth
have failed to reach to the rural
heartland which constitutes 60 per
cent of India's population. During

increased. Itis insignif-
icant if the national economy
flourishes leaving the vast majority
of the population in dire poverty.
Yours, etc., Dilip Kumar Sengup-
ta,

Birati, 11 June.
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Economic shortsightedness is jeopardising Italy’s G7 ambitions

o P

MARIANA MAZZUCATO &
GIOVANNI TAGLIANI

ly is hosting the 50th G7 summit in
Fasano. Ahead of the meeting, Prime
inister Giorgia. Melom 's government

Africa Summit earlier this year. It aims
to establish international development
partnerships focused on energy, growth,

and immigration.

The plan is named after Enrico Mattei,
the founder of Italian oil giant Eni. In the
1950s, Mattei broke the monopoly of the
major oil companies by offering develop-
ing countries more favourable partnership
agreements. These agreements often
allowed developing economies to retain
75 per cent of the profits, in contrast to the
less equitable terms imposed by the dom-
inant oil giants. Mattei also viewed state-
owned enterprises (SOEs) as an essential
component of national development

announced an

development plan and invited the
leaders of several African countries and
the African Union to attend — the largest
number of representatives from the con-
tinent at a G7 summit since 2017. Ms
Meloni unveiled her Africa initiative,
known as the Mattei Plan, at the Italy-

strategies and

preneurship a public duty.

Ironically, Eni is now part of Ms
Meloni’s €20 billion ($21 billion) privati-
sation plan, which involves selling SOE
shares to reduce the public debt Ms

personal entre-

and failed policies. The economic ration-
ale for reducing public debt through rigid
fiscal rules is based on a misinformed and
short-term view of government finances
that overlooks the long-term macroeco-
nomic impact of mission-oriented public
mvestmenl especlally 1ls ablllty to crowd

Italian SOEs have not always been condu-
cive to transformational change. In fact,
their historical trajectory reflects the coun-
try’s economic struggles. The energy crisis
of the 1970s, for example, affected state-
owned steel producers, as technological
efficiencies and demand shifts led to wide-

ment increased in 2019.

inp
growth Ttaly’s economic history is a case
in point. Both private and public invest-
ment declined between 2009 and 2016,
and started to rise only after public invest-

Ms Meloni’s privatisation plan is indi-
cative of Italy’s short-termism, aimless-
ness, and absence of a serious industrial
strategy. Well-governed SOEs can boost
economic development and create tech-
nological spillovers, sectoral complemen-
tarities, and economies of scale and scope.
Moreover, SOEs can provide patient cap-
ital and enhanceacountry’s lechnolug]cal

spread job

for privatisation.

Meloni’s privatisation

guided combination of outdated theones

capabilities, both i

ILLUSTRATION:BINAY SINHA

through their supply chains. To be sure,

proving politically toxic, intense price
competition resulted in heavy losses and
budget shortfalls, leading to increased
state support. This, in turn, led to excessive
government influence and triggered calls

In the 1990s, Italy initiated the largest
privatisation programme in continental
Europe, dismantling much of its industrial
‘backbone instead of fostering innovation.
For example, while the telecommunica-
tions conglomerate STET allocated 2 per
centof its revenues to research and devel-
opment (R&D) between 1994 and 1996, our
ly and alculations show that its privatised suc-
cessor, Telecom Italia, spent roughly 0.4

With layoffs

and h

per cent on R&D between 2000 and 2002.
The semi-public firms that survived, like
Eni, often lacked a mission-oriented,
whole-of-government industrial strategy.

These trends reflect the broader chal-
lenges facing the Italian economy:
Political and managerial shortsightedness,
lack of direction, inadequate public and
private investment in R&D, and insuffi-
cient human-capital formation. The
labour-market reforms of the 1990s and
2000s led to precarious work conditions,
disincentivising long-term investment in
skills and training and reducing produc-
tivity. Ms Meloni’s flawed privatisation
plan is representative of a broader global
trend. Although the
Monetary Fund has recognised that aus-
terity does not reduce debt-to-GDP ratios

International

approach provides only short-term relief.

Despite Ms Meloni’s attempt to present
an innovative development vision, her
government’s embrace of outdated
theories produces failed policies that jeop-
ardise the G7’s economic agenda and part-
nership with Africa. Instead of fosteringa
greener, more inclusive economy driven
by investment and innovation, Ms Meloni
has adopted the same shortsighted
approach that is responsible for many of
Italy’s problems. Despite its branding, Ms
Meloni’s government has failed to live up
to Mattei’s legacy of public ownership and
international cooperation. To address
Italy’s economic challenges, policymakers
must walk the talk and adopt a forward-
looking industrial strategy.

ywth, European
still cling to obsolete fiscal rules that push
governments to sell industrial assets to
reduce public debt. Instead of promoting
sustainable industrial strategies, this

of the UCL

Institutefor Innovation and Public Purpose.
Giovanni Taglianiisa researcherat the UCL
Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose.
©Project Syndicate, 2024

Which way the Sangh blows

Occasional lovers' tiffs have marked the history of RSS-BJP
relations. To think that Nagpur will bring about any change in
leadership is a misreading of both its intent and its power

(national interest). The RSS had no com-
plaints with the BJP. It is just that it wasn’t
its time yet.

In 1998, the RSS celebrated the rise of the
first BJP-led coalition under Atal Bihari

(Prime Minister Modji) won't listen to us. But
at least listen to Mohan Bhagwat.” In this
brave new post-June 4 universe, the RSS
chief is seen as less illiberal — and more
acceptable — than the Modi-Shah BJP.
Thisis an incredible misreading of the sit-
uation. The fact is that occasional lovers’ tiffs
have marked the history of RSS-BJP rela-
tions. These rarely change anything substan-
tively. To think that Nagpur will bring about
any change in leadership is a misreading of

Vajpayee. His personality and temperament,
however, clashed with that of then sarsangh-
chalak K S Sudarshan, and by 2003, the
strain was visible to all. The RSS was again
less than enthusiastic in the 2004 election,
which Vajpayee and L K Advani advanced
by about five months. This is when they lost
power, albeit narrowly.

Many of these irritants were underlined
by Sudarshan in a two-part WalkTheTalk
interview for NDTV in April, 2005. To be

at was the Rashtriya Swayamsevak

s }s ; Sangh (RSS) thinking when it

decided to unleash a flurry of state-

‘ments, widely seen as expressing disapproval

of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) govern-
‘ment for its ahankaar (arrogance)?

The four specific instances include
Sarsanghchalak Mohan Bhagwat's speech at
the conclusion of the RSS workers’ training,
and a specific reference to ahankaar by
Indresh Kumar, a member of the Sangh’s

vigatinga MAD world

VIEWPOINT

DEVANGSHU DATTA

he US, Russia, China,
France, the UK,
India, Pakistan and

North Korea acknowledge
possessing nuclear
weapons. Israel is believed
tohave asecret arsenal. Iran
may also be on the verge of
developing nukes.

South Africa dismantled
its arsenal but it is “nuclear-
latent”, meaning it could
rebuild an arsenal quickly
if it chose. There’s a long
list of nations like South
Africa, which are all a
“screwdriver’s turn” away
from possessing nukes.
There are also 28 nations
(apart from ones with
nukes) that “endorse” the
use of nukes, including the
North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (Nato) and
the Collective Security
Treaty Organization
(CSTO) members, South
Korea and Taiwan.

The technology to make
aHiroshima-type device has
been around for 80 years.
Making a thermonuclear or
“hydrogen bomb”, which is

far more powerful than an
“atom bomb”, is hard, but
not necessary. Even an old-
fashioned World War Il atom
bomb can flatten a city.

Processing radioactive
material to make it
weapons-grade is a big
stumbling block, even
though spent fuel from
nuclear power plants can be
reprocessed to weapons-
grade. Israel has twice
attacked facilities in Syria
and Iraq, acting on suspi-
cions that these facilities
could create weapons-grade
material. Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme was also hit by a
sophisticated cyber-assault
said to have been authored
by Israel, or Israel and the
US in tandem.

ICAN (the International
Campaign to abolish
Nuclear Weapons) esti-
mates the acknowledged
nuclear nations plus Israel
hold over 12,000 warheads
between them. That’s
enough to cause mass
extinction many times over.
Just a few of those devices
going off could trigger a
“nuclear winter”, where
sunlight is blotted out by
dust and debris for years,
killing all vegetation.

It is impossible to guar-
antee that a preemptive first
strike will cause sufficient
damage to prevent a retal-
iatory second strike or a ter-
tiary strike. Nuclear subma-
rines, for example, will
survive strikes on land-
based missiles. So, if Nation
A launches a strike, Nation

B will retaliate, and both
will suffer losses; and, if
Nation B thinks Nation A
has launched, nation B will
also launch before its
arsenal is destroyed.

This scenario of MAD, or
mutually assured destruc-
tion, is the keystone to most
strategies designed to pre-
vent nuclear war. Arguably,
nukes are the reason why
the Cold War never became
“hot”, since Nato and the
Warsaw Pact nations were
wary about MAD.

Game theorists dealing
with nukes assume that (1)
accidents will not happen,
and (2) individuals in charge
of launch orders are ration-
al. On several occasions,
false alarms triggered by
technical glitches in warn-
ing systems have nearly
caused nuclear shootouts.

Proliferation increases
potential flashpoints.
Ukraine, for example, could
be a trigger point. So could
the subcontinent, Korea,
Taiwan, or Gaza. Also warn-
ing systems and missiles are
increasingly likely to be
semi-autonomous and con-
trolled by artificial intelli-
gence or Al, which is one
reason to fear Al causing
extinction events.

But as of now, human
beings handle the “nuclear
footballs”, though different
nations have different sys-
tems for nuke control. (The
nuclear football is the brief-
case where the US stores
launch codes).

Are all the human beings

in charge of launch codes
rational and sane? Nobody
knows much about the san-
ity of North Korea’s leader-
ship. Whatever the outcome
of US elections in
November, the football will,
one way or another, be held
by one of two old men, who
are both believed to have
cognitive issues by their
detractors.

Yet another nuclear
power is led by somebody
‘who claims “non-biological”
origins, and that nation’s
western neighbour has a
fractured polity where it isn’t
even clear who holds the
football. Another nuclear
nation is led by a man who
has turned Gaza into an
apocalyptic hellscape with-
out even using nukes.

Another nuclear nation
is embroiled in an unending
war in Ukraine, and it has
issued repeated nuclear
threats in the last three
years. Yet another nation
recently war-gamed an
invasion of Taiwan. Looking
on the bright side, however,
while the UK is headed into
elections, the next Prime
Minister will likely be sane,
and France’s President
seems rational.

This scoreline doesn’t
inspire much confidence
since the world could edge
into MAD if a madman is in
charge of just one of the
nuclear powers. This is one
of the many scenarios
where one is left to wonder
what is wrong with the way
geopolitics works.

Airbrushed existence

EYE CULTURE

VEENU SANDHU

he compulsory art class back
T inschool had a certain consis-

tency about it. The art
teacher’s “paint a landscape” instruc-
tion would trigger what could be
called photocopied creativity: Brown
peaks, sometimes sharp, sometimes
mound-like, with a dash of white
atop for snow; an undulating green
terrain; a little cottage with a door in
the middle, windows by the side and
atree nearby; a duck pond in front of
the cottage or else a stream running
from the mountains; a couple of
birds; a cheerful sun; and blue skies
pinned with white, cotton-like clouds
— the fair-weather cumulus.

The lack of imagination this
idyllicscene reflected would later
start toworry artteachers in new-age
schools that pride themselves on
encouraging children to forge their
individual identities and find their
own expression.

Uttar Pradeshborder in the

northeastern part of Delhi, which is

hometo alarge resettlement colony.
Bad airisanequaliser.

Uncontained by physical borders and

social boundaries, it impacts

tackle acrisis that demands year-
roundattention.

Asection of Delhi will pull out air
purifiers; the ones who have the
luxury of time and means willhead to
cleaner destinations for those visibly

everybody. However,
affirmative actions around air

pollution don’t extend to everybody.
They have blind spots. These women

represented one such blind spot.
‘Working with textile, waste
material and knick-knacks, they

ic months; and folk
asthe women who were part of
“Hawa Mein Baat” will likely goon as
usual, breathing in air that would
then be many times more toxic.
The creative world has forlong
had acloserelationship with the

yed their experit an

fascinating research

dreams. A tapestry, forinstance,
depicted a park scene, with trees,
people and clean skies, much like
those picturesque art-class

landscapes. Titled “Mehengi Hawa”

(expensive air), it expressed the
desire for clean air that was out of
reach. Jars of dirty water spoke of
whathappensto clothesifleft

outside onabalcony forafew daysin

the areas where the women live.
AnlIndia-fc d stud

published by the National Academy
of Sciences last year studied some
100 artworks by Joseph Turnerand
Claude Monet to find that their
paintings depicted trendsin19th
century air pollution. Turner, an
English Romantic painter, lived from
1775101851, his lifespan coinciding
with the First Industrial Revolution.
And Monet, the French artist often
identified as the Father of

in the Scientific Reportsjournal last
year, established that socially

Cloned ivity aside, you could
tell thatifyoustepped intoone of
those paintings and tooka deep
breath, theair that would fill your
lungs would be cool and sweet — not
thekind webreathein citieslike Delhi.

Last month, Delhi’s air quality,
which isthe worstamong the world’s
capital cities, was in focus, yet again,
inthe form of an unusual publicart
project. Called “Hawa Mein Baat”
(conversation in theair), ithad over 40
women fromvarious sectors of Delhi’s
informal economy creatingartworks
that highlighted their experiences of
air pollution. The exhibition was put
upatNand Nagri, anareanear the

aged populations are
disproportionately exposed to air
pollution. Initiatives such as Clean

AirFund, which are working to tackle
air pollution across geographies, also

emphasise thatlow-income
least

executive committee and chief patron of the
RSS-backed Muslim Rashtriya Manch. Mr
Kumar said that Bhagwan Ram had pun-
ished the BJP’s arrogance by limiting it to
240 seats, way below the halfway mark. He
alsosaid the justice of Ramrajya ensured that
the INDIA bloc was kept even lower at 237
because it is “Ram virodhi” or anti-Ram.
Ratan Sharda, an RSS intellectual often

articulating the organisa-
tion’s viewpoint and ideology
onTV channels and in news-
paper op-eds, had more spe-
cific criticism over the BJP
undermmmg its own ideo-
commitment by

critics of the RSS, and
thereby paying the price.
The fourth is an article in
the RSS  mouthpiece,
Organiser, blaming the alli-
ance with the Ajit Pawar-led
Nationalist Congress Party
for the debacle in
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bothits intent and its power.

This election has shown Mr Modi’s critics
that he is beatable. It will, however, require
‘much hard work over the next five years, one
state election after another, to achieve that. It
can’t happen through any internal coup what-
soever, whether blessed by the RSS or not.
Plus, there is nothing, absolutely nothing, to
suggest that the RSS is in the mood to unsettle

sure, the approach for the interview had
come from the sarsanghchalak’s office. T had-
n't asked for it, because RSS chiefs rarely, if
ever, give interviews. Sudarshan’s tone, after
Vajpayee had lost power, was “Serves him
right. If only he had listened to us.” By this
time, the RSS had also noted the rise of a
much younger leader in Narendra Modi, way
more faithful to its ideology.

its own government. Fast forward another 20 years and the
Ifthey are the guruand itch came in the run-up to the 2024 cam-
the current BJP leadership ~ paign. The BJP now believed that all it

Maharashtra. Read together, these four

instances look like the first coordinated crit-
icism of the BJP under Narendra Modi by
the RSS in the past decade. In fact, Mr
Bhagwat in his speech counselling restraint
said he'd prefer pratipaksh (the other side)
to virodhi (Opposition). Which brings us to
our next question: What is the RSS trying to
achieve? Caught in this flutter are all sides
with stakes in power politics or a voice in

the political debate.

First of all, it is most certainly amused by
the ready celebration of its latest “ mlcrvcn-

and now 2024.

their shishyas, see this crit-
icism as a disappointed
teacher upbraiding their
favourite pupils for indif-
ferent performance. Itisn’t
as if the RSS and the BJP
haven’t been at odds at dif-
ferent points in time. We
will list three. But this, after
the election results, isn't
onesuch.

his BJP was formed in

1980 from the wreck-
age of the original Bharatiya Jana Sangh,
after the Janata Party, with which it had
merged in 1977, crashed. Since then, we can
see how a 20-year-itch has marked the RSS-
BJP relationship. Each time, the BJP
emerged chastened. Think of 1984, 2004,

The first, 1984, was not the BJP’s fault. It
isjust that the RSS, concerned about the cri-
sis in Punjab, was swayed by what it saw as
the imperative of national interest. In those
weeks of crisis, it concluded that India was

needed to do was campaign in Modi’s name,
that it would be a one-man campaign for
them by him. The RSS might have felt alittle
slighted, particularly at the ground level, in
spite of the fact that so many aspects of the
ideological project — Kashmir-Article 370,
Ram Mandir, triple talaq abolition — had
been achieved. Mr Modi was also careful to
give Mr Bhagwat pride of place at the Ram
Mandir consecration.

‘The ideology was never undermined, but
the swayamsevak was just made to feel that
he wasn’t so indispensable anymore. Mr
Bhagwat said in his speech earlier this week
that the RSS did in this election what it
always does: Fine-tuning public opinion.
But the BJP itself had stated that it believed
it had grown up and could walk on its own,
without needing the RSS’s little finger to
hold on to. This is where the relative indif-
ference could have come from.

‘That, however, was before the results. The
pointis made, and it's over. This government,
the power of Modi and Shah, are indispen-
sable for the RSS, particularly as it is set to
launch its 100th anniversary celebrations.

tion” by the liberal side. For a

that fought the RSS ideology for decades to
now find solace in its chief’s non-specific
criticism is ironic as well as desperate. Even

some in the Congress have

going tobe

the

than under another coalition government
that might include the BJP. There was also
that storied meeting between Rajiv and then

under RajivGandhi  That’s why its words merely mean chastise-
ment from a doting teacher to a favourite
pupil. Reading anything more into this would
be very poor judgement — and wishful think-

Deoras. ing for Mr Modi’s pratipaksh. Mr Bhagwat,

same wish, partly to tease the BJP, but partly
also in the belief that it will weaken Narendra
Modi. There’s been a flurry of articles and
social media posts with Mr Bhagwat’s quotes,
generally saying, “We understand that you

but often

1 covered that election, especially in
Madhya Pradesh and Delhi, and found the
RSS workers not just absent from the BJP

as we write this, is in Gorakhpur, discussing
with Yogi Adityanath the next moves to
strengthen the BJP in rural Uttar Pradesh.

the word to

Atoxictriangle
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nly some leaders com-
Obine charisma, megalo-

mania, and cult. The
combination is rare and toxic,
and the outcome is lethal. In my
column last month, I wrote
about what happens when meg-
alomania combines with cult.
One reader asked the outcome

lived from 1840 to if charisma was added to the
1926 — the period of th d ip menu of
Industrial Revolution. niaand cult. The answer is blow-
Industrialisation, the ing in the wind.

researchers found, “altered the
environmental context in which
Turner and Monet painted”... and
their paintings captured “changes
in the optical environment

i withi i

responsible for air pollution but are
most exposed toit.

Academiaand civil society have
beentrying to draw attention to or

address this largely invisible villain.

The governments, notso much. In
three to four months from now, as
temperatures begin to cool and air
pollution becomes visible, they will
getintoaction mode again to

polluted atmospheres during the
Industrial Revolution”, thereby
moving towards hazier contours.

Speaking of haze, a colleague
pointed out how even films set in big
Indian cities always appear tolack
the visual sharpness, that smog-free
washed look one finds in movies
setin the Western world. They
doindeed.

Harvey Weinstein is charis-
matic. As a film producer, he is
also a cult figure. Since upcom-
ing youngsters believe that asso-
ciation with him is worth a huge
price, megalomania sets in.
Watch the Netflix movie about
Mr Weinstein to appreciate the
cumulative effects — it is titled
She Said.

Megalomania

Authority derives from three
sources. First, and oldest, is char-
ismatic authority, which comes
from achievements, character,

heroism, and demagoguery, like
Alexander or Cyrus. Second is
traditional authority, which, for
example, facilitates acceptance
of the son of the founder as the
new chief executive officer in a
family-managed  enterprise.
Third, and most modern, is
rational-legal authority, which
imputes authority to an admin-
istrative position, for example,
an appointed judge or bureau-
crat. There are other definitions,
but these are the important
sources of authority that are at
the root of megalomania.

Charisma
According to sociologist Max
Weber, charisma is the perceived
supernatural quality of an indi-
vidual that sets that person apart
from other human beings. For
centuries, charisma (a subjective
perception) and rationality (an
objective reality) could not coex-
ist. Weber opined that the tri-
umph of post-enlightenment
Western society was that the
individual and office had been
separated through a rational
view of authority. Charisma is
like the price of shares; it is based
more on expectations of per-
formance. This is why celebrities
recommend products ranging
from underwear to pan masala.
Their charisma is assumed to
transfer to the product.
Readers would be familiar
with the charisma attributed to
business leaders like J R D Tata
and Keshub Mahindra. From
the world of gurus, there are Sri
Sri Ravishankar and Sadhguru.

vote Congress for stability and rashtrahit
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Politics, films, sport — all these
fields produce charismatic
heroes. A few of them live up to
the image, but many are seen,
especially with hindsight, to
have been incompetent, toxic,
or fraudulent.

Cult
It is an organised group whose
purpose is to deify an individ-
ual. Members are manipulated
through psychological and pres-
sure strategies, and they brook
no criticism of their leader. In
turn, the leader nurtures an
imagined existential threat from
unnamed outside forces. The
cult members regard the leader
as the exclusive authority to
know the “right” path. Such
leaders love praise for sure.
his lifetime, when
Gandhm was referred to as
“Mahatma”, he expressed his
disapproval of being so called.
While he was alive, Jamsetji Tata
did not brand any venture as
Tata. His early ventures were
Alexandra Mills, Empress Mills,
and Indian Hotels. After his
death, his successors associated
his name with new ventures.
Through the practices of his suc-
cessors, “TATA” became the
most admired and valuable cor-
porate brand in India, worth
several billions of dollars now.
Too much or too little of a
good thing is dangerous. Hence
the value of moderation. In
chapter 6, verse 17 of the
Bhagavad Gita, it is stated
“Yuktahara Viharasya, Yukta
Chestasya Karmasu, Yukta

Swapnava Bodhasya, Yogo
‘Bhavati Dukhasya”, which is a
call for mitigating sorrows by
moderation in eating and recre-
ation, by balance in work, and
by regulation of sleep.

Allcombined
Why is the combination of cult,
megalomania, and charisma
toxic? Because the leader starts
to believe in his divinity and
defies mortality and fallibility.
The leader who is trapped in a
syrup of megalomania, char-
isma, and cult displays what
author Morgan Housel terms
“the dumber side of smart
people”. These are: First, very
smart people try to intelligently
explain every little event, like
why the stock market moved up
or down yesterday; second,
smart people feel so much pres-
sure to maintain their intellec-
tual reputation that they fail to
change their mind even when it
is called for; third, being smart
makes it difficult to listen to
people, especially if you believe
that they are less smart than you!
‘Which is more dangerous —
megalomania, charisma, or cult?
Charisma by itself cannot be con-
sidered dangerous. When a char-
ismatic leader acquires cult
status, and, further, becomes
megalomaniacal, then beware.
You have asure recipe for danger.

Thewriter isan author. His new
book, Embrace the Future: the soft
science of business transformation,
was published in February 2024.
rgopal@themindworks.me



