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Yet another
tragedy on tracks

here is always a sense of déja vu surround-

ing train accidents in India that occur with

depressing regularity, followed by ritualis-

tic announcements of compensation and in-
quiry. The death toll is eventually reduced to cold
statistics and then it becomes business as usual. No
lessons are learnt from the tragedies of the past. An-
other disastrous rail collision, this time in West Ben-
gal’s Siliguri involving Kanchanjunga Express and a
goods train, has left nine passengers dead and over
40 injured. The mishap has once again exposed the
chinks in the country’s railway signalling and emer-
gency response systems. It has now emerged that the
driver of the goods train disregarded the signal and
rammed into the Kanchanjunga Express from behind,
leading to the derailment of three rear compartments
of the passenger train. The ill-fated train, carrying
over 1,300 passengers, was travelling from Agartala
in Tripura to Sealdah in Kolkata when the tragedy
occurred close to New Jalpaiguri station. A combina-
tion of a signalling fault on the tracks and human
error by the driver of the freight train appears to
have led to a deadly collision,
a problem that is not unfamil-
iar in the Indian context. If
only corrective measures
were put in place learning
from similar blunders in the
past, the Kanchanjunga
tragedy could have been
averted. Moreover, ‘Kavach'—
the indigenously developed
automatic train protection system to help prevent ac-
cidents if two trains are travelling on the same line —
was not available in this particular section.

And, to add to the woes, the automatic signalling
system between Ranipatra station and Chattar Hat
Junction, where the accident took place, was defec-
tive since the early hours of the fateful day. The latest
tragedy comes a vear after India witnessed one of its
worst rail disasters — a collision involving Coroman-
del Express and two other trains in Odisha’s Balasore
district that claimed over 290 lives. The Balasore
mishap had raised hopes that lessons would be learnt
to prevent such accidents. However, the situation on
the ground doesn't seem to have changed. In October
last year, a collision between two passenger trains on
the Howrah-Chennai line in Andhra Pradesh’s
Vizianagaram district claimed 14 lives; in February
this year, a freight train ran driverless for about 70
km from Kathua (Jammu) to Dasuya (Punjab) — it
was just a stroke of luck that no major accident hap-
pened. The spotlight is back on Kavach, the ‘train col-
lision avoidance’ system aimed at preventing acci-
dents due to human error. It is being implemented in
a phased manner, but the pace of route coverage is
rather slow — in stark contrast to the government's
emphasis on speed on the rail tracks. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart Fumio
Kishida have pledged to expedite the bullet train
project, but the West Bengal mishap has shown that
safety must take precedence over the glitz and glam-
our of ultra-fast trains.
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Coalition

Decision-making
is likely to remain
largely consistent
as reflected in
the allocation

of portfolios

Dr AKHILEUMAR ANUDEEP GUJTETI

fter two successive general
elections to the Lok Sabha,
India has returned to an era
of coalition politics. Natu-
rally, this has sparked debates about
the continuity of the policy trajectory
adopted by the ruling political dispen-
sation, with foreign affairs being no ex-
ception. Although no single party holds
a simple majority in the lower house of
Parliament, this may not impede or
hinder the continuity of the existing
toreign policy framework, which will
likely remain unchanged. Most impor-
tantly, there is no change in leadership
at the national level, as Marendra Modi
and Dr 5. Jaishankar continue to serve
as Prime Minister and External Affairs
Minister of India, respectively.

Examples from History
However, it is important to remember
the significant influence regional par-
ties have had on foreign policy during
past coalition governments, especially
regarding India’s neighbouring coun-
tries such as Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
During the coalition governments led
by Dr Manmohan Singh from 2004 to
2004, regional parties like the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DME) and the
All India Trinamool Congress (AITC)
exerted some influence on foreign pol-
icy decisions. For instance, Indias
votes on Sri Lanka were significantly
affected by the United Progressive Al-
liance's regional ally, the DME, in
Tamil Nadu, due to concerns about the
Tamil population of Indian origin in Sri
Lanka. Similarly, another ally, the All
India Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal, not only influenced the eco-
nomic decisions of the government but
also obstructed the Teesta River Wa-
ters agreement with Bangladesh.
Notwithstanding the exceptions
mentioned above, it is preposterous to
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conclude that coalition governments
cannot succeed in foreign policy dect-
sion-making. Many significant deci-
sions that have played an important
role in India’s standing in global poli-
tics were taken under coalition govern-
ments, for example, Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao's decisions on liberali-
sation, taken right after India lost a
long-standing and time-tested partner
Russia after the Cold War, thereby
opening the Indian economy to the
global market, Vajpayee's nuclear tests,
which played an important role in
India’s security policy, and Dr Manmo-
han Singh's decision on the Indo-US
nuclear deal wherein the continuity of
the government itself was at stake as a
no-confidence motion was moved re-
garding the same. Hence, the coalition
governments also left an indelible im-
pact on India’s foreign policy.

Priority Areas

The current political dispensation
under the leadership of Narendra Modi
has some domestic factors to its advan-
tage, unlike the previous coalition gov-
ernments. One, none of the coalition
partners of the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) are ideologically di-
verged from its major partner, the
Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP). Two, even
after adhering to the ‘coalition dharma’,
the allocation of portfolios suggests
that the BJP wanted to maintain conti-
nuity by retaining most of the cabinet-
rank ministries, including the Ministry
of External Affairs under Dr Jaishankar.
Third, a strong leadership.

Even though the BJP lost a significant
number of seats in the Lok Sabha, PM
Modi still maintains a strong hold on the
constituents who form the government.
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This is important because leadership
plays an important role in formulating
toreign policy. Other than the domestic
factors, international structure/system
or international factors also play a key
role in furmulatingthc foreign policy of
any nation.

In the current context, major pow-
ers of the world are going for elections
this year, including the United States,
United Kingdom, Japan, Canada and
France amid growing anti-incum-
bency. This implies that Narendra
Muodi and Dr Jaishankar might have to
engage with new world leaders, many
of whom are inclined to foster strong
relations with India.

Nevertheless, the pulls and pressures
of coalition politics and the reinvigo-
rated opposition with increased Lok
Sabha seats would make the ruling NDA
tread cautiously on contentious foreign
policy matters. Within this context, the
top priorities for the NDA in the next
five years that might attract the scrutiny
of the LN.DLLA bloc include securing
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with
various countries such as the European
Union, the UK and Canada. This is cru-
cial considering India's apprehensions
with provisions related to agriculture,
flooding of Chinese goods and its At-
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manirbhar Bharat policy. Another issue
is India’s policy towards West Asia.
This includes India's approach to the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict, protecting sea
lanes of communication in the Red Sea
and Suez Canal which impact India’s
trade and energy supplies.

Moreover, the India-Israel-United
Arab Emirates-United States (I2U2) ini-
tiative which was started in 2022 comes
under scrutiny especially after the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict even though the
latest GF communique committed to
support the strategic initiatives under
the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor.

Securing Neighbourhood

India's policy towards the Global
South is another area of priority in the
third term of Narendra Modi under a
coalition government other than just
focusing on South Asia considering the
global ambitions of India. Securing the
neighbourhood is any day a priority
but at the same time committing to the
leadership role while representing the
interests of the Global South is as im-
portant especially when India needs its
support in securing a seat at the high
table in the United Nations.

India's Indo-Pacihc Oceans Initia-
tive, which includes QUAD, needs to
gain momentum especially when major
powers in the region, the US and Japan,
are going to elections amid the growing
expansionist agenda of China in the re-
gion. The significant challenge for the
NDA government is going to be on the
issue of Kashmir. This is the first coali-
tion government formed after abrogat-
ing Article 370. With a strong opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha and increased
threat perception with renewed terror-
15t activity in Jammu & Kashmir, the
current dispensation would have to an-
swer a lot of questions about internal
security which has huge foreign policy
ramihcations.

To summarise, decision-making with
regard to the foreign policy of the cur-
rent government is likely to remain
largely consistent. This mnt'muitgr is
reflected in the allocation of porttolios,
with key ministries like External Af-
fairs, Home Ministry and Commerce
remaining unchanged. However, a sig-
nificant challenge arises from the oppo-
sition, which is expected to bring
heightened scrutiny and vigorous de-
bate about the policies’ validity and
consequences. Although this scrutiny
promotes a dynamic environment that
incorporates diverse viewpoints and
improves policy decisions, it may hin-
der the decisive policy-making ap-
proach seen during Narendra Modi's
first two terms.

(Akhil Kumar is a PhDD from the
Department of Political Science,
University of Hyderabad. Anudeep
Gujjeti is a PhD candidate from the
Department of Political Science,
University of Hyderabad, Research As-
sociate, Council for Social Development,
and Young Leader, Pacific Forum, US)
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No excuse

After the Balasore train ac-
cident in Odisha, the Rail-
ways has been hit by an-
other major mishap, this
time collision between a
goads train and the Kan-
chanjunga Express in West
Bengal has claimed many
lives. Railways modernisa-
tion without safety meas-
ures will be of little use.
Mot many trains seem to
have been covered by the
Automatic Train Protection
System. There is no excuse
for not upgrading tracks
and maintaining them.
Railway stations and sta-

possess the anti-climbing
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Busch (LHB) coaches.
GANAPATHI BHAT, fci

Lasting peace

At the just concluded GV
summit in Italy, India did not
sign a joint communique on
peace deal by contending
that respect for territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty can
only serve as the basis for
achieving lasting peace in
Ukraine and called for *sin-
cere and practical engage-
ment’ between Moscow and
Kyiv. To realise its vision of a
developed economy by
2047, India needs to miti-
gate rising geopolitical risks
by unleashing proactive

tion masters badly need a diplomacy for global peace
refresher course. Besides, in a cautious manner.

an averhaul of coaches KR SRINIVASAN,
cannot be stressed more. Securderabad
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B Los Angeles Times

A striking setback for India’s Modi

Marendra Modi emerged victorious in his third straight
election. But the election was also a striking setback for
him: his party lost more than 60 seats and its legislative
majority, so he must now govern with coalition partners.

W Guardian
Consensus or division?

Since the shock election result, Modi's messages have
emphasised the theme of consensus... Yet this narrative
has been belied by his cabinet appointments, where BIP
successfully refused to relinquish powerful seats.

W Toronto Star

Indian national extradited to the US

An Indian national, Nikhil Gupta, was extradited from the
Czech Republic to the United States to face charges of
murder for hire and conspiracy to commit murder for
hire, Czech Justice Minister Pavel Blazek said.
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Bridging a Divide

ndia’s economic landscape presents a paradox of rapid

growth alongside deep-seated inequality. The disparity

between the prosperous and the impoverished is stark,
with Uttar Pradesh, India’s most populous state, highligh-
ting the chasm. With an average annual income per capita
of just Rs 60,000 in 2021-2022, Uttar Pradesh’s economic
struggles exemplify a broader issue that could threaten the
stability and sustainability of India’s growth. Economic gro-
wth in India has been impressive, averaging over 8 per cent
annually and fostering a booming stock market. Yet, this
growth masks a troubling reality: the benefits have been
unevenly distributed. The top 1 per cent of India’s populati-
on now commands nearly 23 per cent of the national inco-
me, a level of inequality comparable to the colonial era.
This concentration of wealth is not merely an academic
concern but a tangible threat to India’s long-term econom-
ic stability. One of the critical drivers of this inequality is the
structure of India’s economic development. Over the past
decade, the country’s growth has increasingly been driven
by a handful of large conglomerates that dominate the eco-
nomic landscape, executing government projects and wiel-
ding significant pricing power. This model, while effective in
driving infrastructure development and economic growth,
often sidelines smaller firms and fails to create widespread,
high-quality employment opportunities. The agricultural
sector, which employs 43 per cent of the population, is par-
ticularly affected. Despite its importance, the sector has
seen stagnant incomes and limited investment. Lower food
prices, intended to tame inflation and support urban con-
sumers, effectively subsidise the better-off at the expense of
rural farmers. This perverse redistribution exacerbates rural
poverty and deepens economic divides. Addressing these
challenges requires a multi-faceted approach. Improving
competition within the economy is essential. Encouraging
the growth of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) can
diversify economic activity and create more employment
opportunities. Additionally, investing in human capital
through education and skills development is crucial. A well-
educated and skilled workforce is the foundation of a robust
and inclusive economy. Infrastructure development, par-
ticularly in underdeveloped states like Uttar Pradesh, is
another vital component. Improved transportation, comm-
unication, and energy infrastructure can stimulate eco-
nomic activity and attract investment. However, these effor-
ts must be complemented by social policies that directly
address inequality. This could include redistributive meas-
ures such as progressive taxation and targeted welfare pro-
grammes. Moreover, India’s economic policy needs to shi-
ft towards inclusivity. Policymakers should prioritise
reforms that enhance the economic participation of histor-
ically marginalised communities. Ensuring that economic
growth translates into broad-based prosperity will require a
concerted effort to overhaul the education system, scale
up skilling programmes, and reform the agricultural sector.
The path ahead is challenging, and there are no easy solu-
tions. However, the stakes are high. If India fails to address
its economic inequality, the resulting social unrest could
undermine decades of progress. The country’s leadership
must recognise that sustainable growth is not merely about
increasing GDP but about ensuring that all citizens share in
the nation’s prosperity.

Cabinet Collapse

he dissolution of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu’s six-member war cabinet marks a significant

turning point in the country’s politics, underscoring
deep-seated tensions within the government and highli-
ghting the complexities of managing the Gaza conflict. This
decision, spurred by the departure of centrist ministers
Benny Gantz and Gadi Eisenkot, reflects broader issues that
transcend mere cabinet reshuffling. Mr Netanyahu'’s choice
to dissolve the war cabinet and consult with a smaller group
of ministers, including Defence Minister Yoav Gallant and
Strategic Affairs Minister Ron Dermer, reveals an attempt to
streamline decision-making processes in the face of a pro-
tracted and volatile conflict. However, this move also
exposes the internal strife within Mr Netanyahu's coalition.
The demands from nationalist-religious partners like
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir for inclusion in the war cabinet
signal a struggle for influence and representation in critical
security discussions. This internal discord is not merely a
matter of political manoeuvring; it has substantial implica-
tions for Israel’s strategic approach to the Gaza war. The
inclusion of figures like Mr Smotrich and Mr Ben-Gvir could
shift the government’s stance towards a more hardline,
nationalistic perspective, potentially alienating key in-
ternational allies, including the United States. The delicate
balance Mr Netanyahu must maintain between appeasing
his coalition partners and adhering to international expec-
tations is becoming increasingly precarious. The departure
of Mr Gantz and Mr Eisenkot, both of whom cited Mr
Netanyahu'’s failure to form a coherent strategy for the Gaza
conflict, underscores a significant leadership vacuum. Their
exit signals a profound dissatisfaction with the current
administration’s handling of the war, raising questions ab-
out Mr Netanyahu'’s capacity to lead Israel through one of
its most challenging security crises. The absence of a clear,
unified strategy not only hampers military operations but
also diminishes public confidence in the government’s abil-
ity to protect and advance national interests. Furthermore,
the dissolution of the war cabinet can be seen as a reflection
of Mr Netanyahu’s broader political strategy, which often
involves consolidating power and minimising dissent with-
in his ranks. While this approach may offer short-term gains
in terms of streamlined decision-making, it risks under-
mining the democratic principles of transparency and
accountability. In times of war, when national unity and
coherent leadership are paramount, such a strategy can be
particularly detrimental. As Israel navigates the complexi-
ties of the Gaza conflict, the need for a comprehensive,
well-articulated strategy becomes increasingly urgent. This
strategy must not only address immediate security con-
cerns but also consider the long-term implications for
regional stability and international relations. The departure
of experienced military leaders like Mr Gantz and Mr
Eisenkot highlights a critical loss of expertise that could
have provided valuable insights into crafting such a strate-
gy. Mr Netanyahu'’s dissolution of the war cabinet is a stark
reminder of the intricate and often contentious nature of

coalition politics in Israel.
.. @ EEEEEERN

Ifs and Butts

Cigarette filters, capturing some of the toxic chemicals from smoking, still harbour over
7,000 compounds, with at least 150 known toxins. Each discarded butt can contaminate
up to 1,000 litres of water, releasing hazardous substances such as toxic metals, polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons, and nitrogenic compounds. Studies reveal that these chemicals
persist in the environment, bioaccumulate in organisms, and induce harmful effects.
Most cigarette filters, despite seeming like cotton, are really composed of plastic fibres
called cellulose acetate, which can take up to a decade to decompose

his summer, India en-

dured an unprecedent-

ed heatwave, with

Odisha facing the harsh-
est brunt, recording 27 extreme
weather days. Western Rajasthan
followed with 23 days, Gangetic
West Bengal with 21, and Delhi,
Haryana, Chandigarh, and west-
ern UP each with 20 days.

These figures, more than
double the usual, highlight a
growing climate crisis demand-
ing urgent attention. We have
often discussed and dissected
the myriad factors causing these
environmental issues in an in-
tellectual manner, all while a
burning cigarette dangles betw-
een two fingers.

This irony underscores our
complacency, as the very act of
smoking contributes to the
degradation we so passionately
debate. It’s time to confront our
contradictions and act decisively
for the planet’s sake.

“Smoking is injurious to
health” is perhaps India’s most
well-publicized health warning,
an omnipresent reminder of the
personal toll tobacco takes. Yet,
lurking beneath this familiar
refrain is a less popular but equ-
ally critical truth: cigarettes
wreak havoc on the environ-
ment. In the quiet corners of our
cities, along the once-pristine
banks of rivers, and scattered
across our beaches, a silent
scourge festers ~ cigarette butts.

These toxic remnants of a
fleeting vice silently poison our
planet, leaving an indelible mark
on our ecosystems. As we grap-
ple with the visible health im-
pacts of smoking, it’s imperative
to confront its insidious environ-
mental consequences.

Each year, the staggering
worldwide production of 5.5 tril-
lion cigarettes results in the in-
appropriate disposal of approxi-
mately 4.5 trillion cigarette butts.
India’s landfills receive over 100
billion cigarette butts per year.

Amidst the smoke haze of
tobacco’s impact on our enviro-
nment, a startling statistic emer-
ges: each year, our nation dis-
cards over 17 million kilograms
of tobacco-related garbage. With
legal cigarettes representing just
10 per cent of the market share,
the alarming weight of bidi waste
looms ominously, highlighting
the urgent need for comprehen-
sive action to address this en-
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A beacon of hope

SIR, In a world ever yearning for
greater interconnectedness, the
recent G7 summit has unveiled a
momentous initiative: the India-
Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC).

This visionary enterprise is
not merely a new trade route but
a grand tapestry of roads, rail-
ways, and maritime paths inter-
weaving from the vibrant markets
of India, through the strategic
heart of the Middle East, to the
storied economies of Europe. It is
a grand vision, set to rejuvenate
and redefine trade and economic
relationships across the vast
expanse of Eurasia.

The ramifications of this cor-
ridor extend beyond mere com-
merce. It promises a fertile
ground for knowledge exchange,
cultural interplay, and cross-sec-
toral collaboration.

In essence, the IMEC is envi-

vironmental crisis.

Cigarette filters, capturing
some of the toxic chemicals from
smoking, still harbour over 7,000
compounds, with at least 150
known toxins. Each discarded
butt can contaminate up to
1,000 litres of water, releasing
hazardous substances such as
toxic metals, polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons, and nitrogenic
compounds.

Studies reveal that these
chemicals persist in the environ-
ment, bioaccumulate in organ-
isms, and induce harmful
effects. Most cigar-

and USD 766 million in India,
with Brazil and Germany each
surpassing USD 200 million.
Such enormous expenses under-
score the urgent need for indus-
try accountability and proactive
solutions.

Recently, we graciously
passed World No Tobacco Day
on May 31, which is commemo-
rated to raise public awareness
of the risks associated with tob-
acco use, expose the practices of
the tobacco industry, emphasize
the WHQ'’s anti-tobacco initia-
tives, and support future genera-

tions’ health and

ette filters, despite
seeming like cot-
ton, are really co-
mposed of plastic
fibres called cellu-
lose acetate, which
can take up to a
decade to decom-
pose. Imagine a
threat from plastic
that has been qui-
etly leaking lead,
formaldehyde, ni-
cotine, and arsenic
into our ecosyst-
ems over a ten-
year period. Every
butt, a storehouse of dangerous
substances, is a little time bomb
waiting to devastate the eco-
system. As the most common
form of anthropogenic litter, cig-
arette butts pose a dire environ-
mental threat.

These ubiquitous pollutants
wash into rivers, lakes, and oce-
ans, becoming a fatal snack for
unsuspecting birds, animals, and
fish. These filters, non-bio-
degradable in nature, stubbornly
resist the natural order of decay.
While the sun’s ultraviolet rays
may eventually fragment them
into smaller pieces, the toxic
materials they contain persist,
contaminating soil and water
alike.

What we face here is not just
litter; it’s a global crisis. The
implications extend beyond
environmental damage. Ciga-
rette butts have sparked wild-
fires, laying waste to wildlife,
vegetation, and human struc-
tures.

On the other hand, the eco-
nomic burden of clearing littered
tobacco products falls unjustly
on taxpayers, not the industry
responsible. Annually, this
expense amounts to approxi-
mately USD 2.6 billion in China
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protection. The
United Nations
Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP)
_ has labelled tobac-
- co as “a threat to

5 our oceans.” Arti-

o ]
F cle 18 of the WHO

Framework Con-
vention on Tobac-
co Control (FCTC)
urges countries to
safeguard both the
environment and
public health. To
address the signifi-
cant environmen-
tal and health impacts of mic-
roplastics in cigarette filters,
UNEP and the WHO FCTC Sec-
retariat have partnered to raise
awareness and promote action.
On 5 February 2004, India be-
came a signatory to the WHO
FCTC. The agreement became
operative on 27 February 2005.

On the other hand, decades
of the tobacco industry’s decep-
tion have ensnared generations,
fuelling a global epidemic. This
multi-billion-dollar behemoth
preys on children and adoles-
cents with cunning advertising
by employing cinema and sports
celebrities, launching products
faster than regulations can
keep pace.

Despite evidence-based
measures and governmental
efforts, these industries relent-
lessly expand their market share,
prioritizing profit over public
health and targeting our most
vulnerable.

As a result, people light up
while at work and during leisure.
In some colleges and universi-
ties, it becomes a tradition to
permit smoking by students.

Recently, the Household
Consumption Expenditure Sur-
vey 2022-23 indicated an incre-

editor@thestatesman.com

ase in spending on paan, tobac-
co, and intoxicants in both rural
and urban areas.

Rural expenditure rose from
3.21 per cent (2011-12) to 3.79
per cent, while urban spending
increased from 1.61 per cent to
2.43 per cent, indicating the pro-
duction of more cigarette butts
to fulfil the demand.

So, the time has come for
collective action. It is crucial to
understand that the fight against
cigarette waste is a struggle for a
healthier future as well as a
cleaner environment as we tack-
le this widespread issue.

By addressing the root of
the problem ~ holding the tobac-
co industry accountable,
enhancing public awareness,
and implementing stringent reg-
ulations ~ we can begin to rec-
laim our landscapes from this
silent scourge.

Here the chronicle of the
long-protracted battle provides
us with encouragement in this
regard. In 1970, Clara Gouin, a
stay-at-home mother, sparked a
grassroots movement against
tobacco’s grip.

Fuelled by personal tragedy
and societal indifference, she
founded the Group Against
Smokers’ Pollution (GASP). Their
mission: to challenge the social
acceptance of smoking.

Though outnumbered, they
fought valiantly, paving the way
for today’s citizens to reclaim
clean air. A few well-known fig-
ures who effectively advocate for
the rights of non-smokers are
Luther Terry and John Banzhaf.

Today amidst mounting
environmental concerns, local
authorities must confront the
lash of non-biodegradable ciga-
rette butt waste. Initiatives like
Nirit Datta’s ButtRush campaign
and Naman Gupta and Vipul
Gupta’s Code Effort, highlight
the urgent need for action. But
enlightenment alone is insuffi-
cient; laws and institutions must
evolve.

Political manifestos should
address cigarette butt pollution.
People need to be forced. Here,
we must choose between the de-
mocratic right to smoke and pre-
serving the environment for
future generations. And in the
end, the true measure of our
progress can be a world where
cigarette butts are no longer a
thoroughgoing blight but a relic
of a past we'’ve risen above.
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Among the
world’'s worst
for workers

he murders of two prominent

trade unionists last year have

earned the Philippines igno-

miny as one of the 10 worst
countries in the world for workers.
Red-tagging, abductions, arbitrary
arrests, and violence resulting in death,
such as in the case of Alex Dolorosa
and Jude Thaddeus Fernandez, were
factors why the country was ranked for
the eighth consecutive year among the
10 worst globally by the International
Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) ~ a
shameful record for a government that
has promised to champion the rights
of Filipino workers under the “Bagong
Pilipinas” rebranding.

Last Sunday’s editorial on a new
law protecting the rights of television
and movie workers may have been a
positive development ~ though imple-
mentation has yet to be seen ~ but the
fact remains that majority of Filipino
workers across different sectors con-
tinue to suffer from unfair labor prac-
tices ranging from low wages, lack of
security of tenure, and the curtailment
of their rights to freedom of associa-
tion or to organize.

These conditions have prevailed
despite the many flowery promises
made by leaders past and present to
improve their plight.

The accountability, however,
should not be entirely placed on the
current administration. The previous
administration, through the National
Task Force to End Local Communist
Armed Conflict (NTF-Elcac) formed in
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2018, was notorious for Red-tagging
and launching violent attacks on rights
defenders.

“Workers and unions in the
Philippines remained at the mercy of
Red-tagging (being blacklisted by the
government as a communist subver-
sive and branded an extremist), vio-
lence, abductions, and arbitrary
arrests,” said ITUC in its country pro-
file on the Philippines. It said the gov-
ernment “fostered a climate of fear and
persecution, silencing the collective
voice of workers.

Workers across many sectors still
faced significant obstacles when
attempting to form trade unions.”
ITUC’s Global Rights Index 2024 report
released on June 12 gave the Philip-
pines a rating of 5 on a scale of 1 (spo-
radic violation of rights) to 5+ (no
guarantee of rights due to the break-
down of the rule of law).

This rating, which means “no
guarantee of rights” for workers
despite the enactment of laws, was
unchanged from last year and was
based on violations recorded annually
from April to March.

No arrest has been made so far in
the April 2023 murder of Dolorosa, a
call center organizer who was among
those who filed complaints against
forced overtime in May 2019 and was
found to have been stabbed multiple
times.

Fernandez, an organizer from
the Kilusang Mayo Uno, on the other
hand, was shot dead in September
2023, during a police raid in Binango-
nan, Rizal.

Police justified the shooting due
to Fernandez’s resistance to a search
warrant even though he was unarmed;
he was the 72nd victim of labor-related
killings since July 2016.

Workers’ rights are enshrined in
the 1987 Constitution with Section 3
on labor guaranteeing rights to self-
organization, collective bargaining and
negotiations, and peaceful concerted
activities, including the right to strike
in accordance with law.

However, ITUC observed that
these rights are “strictly regulated” and
that there is no adequate means to
protect workers from anti-union dis-
crimination.

sioned as a bridge - not just of
goods and services, but of ideas,
cultures, and aspirations.

In a geopolitical landscape
often dominated by China's Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), the
IMEC emerges as a compelling
alternative.

While the BRI has undeni-
ably catalyzed infrastructure
development on a global scale, it
has also been mired in controver-
sies concerning transparency and
the debt burdens it places on par-
ticipating nations.

The IMEC, however, cham-
pions the tenets of sustainability,
transparency, and equitable part-
nerships. This approach seeks to
allay fears of financial dependen-
cy and exploitation, offering a
more balanced and mutually
beneficial model of development.

Countries wary of the poten-
tial entanglements associated

with the BRI might find in the
IMEC a beacon of hope ~ a path-
way to growth that is both pru-
dent and progressive.

By emphasizing these values,
the IMEC presents itself as a
strategic and attractive proposi-
tion for nations seeking to
enhance their infrastructure and
economic horizons without
incurring unsustainable debts.

The endorsement by the G7
confers upon the IMEC not just
political gravitas but also a poten-

TOY TRAIN SHOW

SIR, I refer to the local page news report “Century-old car com-
pletes world tour” published in the 14 June edition of your paper.
The technical hitches in vintage motor cars owe their origin to
non-availability of spare parts et al. Many readers of your paper
feel nostalgic with regard to such a report of an odyssey in a vin-
tage automobile.

It is commendable that The Statesman hosts the Vintage Car
rally beckoning vintage car enthusiasts.

Being a toy train enthusiast, [ implore the Ministry of Rail-
ways to embark on a vintage toy train rally on the narrow gauge
trackbed of the Railway Museum. Toy trains abound in the UK
whereas in India gauge conversions in the plains have limited

tial influx of financial support.
Such backing is indispensable in
transforming the corridor from a
conceptual marvel into a palpa-
ble reality.
Yours, etc., Amarjeet Kumar,
Hazaribagh, 16 June.

IN ATTENDANCE

SIR, The BJP governments across
the nation are trying to erase the
colonial legacies in a number of
ways including change in names
of regions, railway stations and

epaper.thestatesman.com

the trot of the toy trains to the hill stations.
Yours, etc., Anindya Ghosal, Burdwan, 14 June.

roads. But why is there reluctance
to do away with the privileges
associated with elected represen-
tatives?

All personal attendants for
them should be discontinued. It
is usual for politicians in the West
to do their own personal chores.
It is not unusual to find a minister
waiting patiently in a queue in a

mall or carrying his own luggage.
Here there are plenty of under-
lings to do this work.

They can very well pay for
the services from their own pock-
ets. Payments from the public
exchequer for such services
should stop.

Yours, etc., Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai, 15 June.
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GAUTAM BHATTACHARYA

erhaps in no other general

election in the past have issues

like ‘uniform civil code’, ‘poli-

tics of appeasement’, ‘secular-
ism’, ‘illegal infiltration’, ‘NRC’ etc.
been so much a part of the campaign
of political parties as it had happened
this time. Whereas the right-wing
political parties had stepped up their
pitch to prove that because of the
policies of appeasement pursued in
the past by the Congress and other
left-of-Center liberal parties, the pro-
portion of the Hindu population
declined from 84.1 per cent in the
1951 Census to 79.8 per cent in 2011,
others alleged that so long as fertility
rates of women were declining fast
amongst all communities, this kind of
narration was aimed at dividing soci-
ety to gain electoral dividends.

In Western nations, secularism is
perceived as a doctrine where religion
and religious considerations are not
reflected in the policies of the state. If
we go by this idea of segregation of
state and religion, can a secular state
allow its citizens to follow the life
practices as per their own religious
scriptures? Perhaps the founding
fathers of the Indian constitution
thought that the two were contradic-
tory. However, at the same time they
felt that Indian society at the time of
independence was not prepared
enough to appreciate such a stricter
doctrine of secularism.

In consequence it was stated in
the Directive Principles of the Indian
Constitution that the “state shall
endeavor to secure for citizens a uni-
form civil code throughout the terri-
tory of India”. But no time limit for

such an endeavor was indicated. The
framers of modern India perceived
India as a nation where laws relating
to the personal life of citizens viz.
marriage, divorce, inheritance of
property etc. should all be governed
by a set of rules independent of reli-
gious affiliation of the citizens. Uni-
form civil code is, therefore, an inte-
gral part of a secular state if we go by
the principle of segregation of state
and religion.

The softer approach to secular-
ism talks of providing equal status,
recognition and support from the
State to all religions. This doctrine
allows different sets of rules to prevail
in relation to personal life for people
of different religions, depending on
the respective religious scriptures.
Since independence, India went by
this idea of secularism and never took
the idea of uniform civil code serious-
ly. The idea of this article is not to
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compare the merits and demerits of
two doctrines but to introspect on dif-
ferent shades of secularism.

Let’s first look at our neighboring
countries in South Asia. Can a State
be secular if it patronizes any particu-
lar religion? The Constitution of
Bangladesh by an amendment in 1988
declared Islam as the State-religion,
though secularism is mentioned in
the preamble as a fundamental prin-
ciple. Family laws there have separate
provisions for different religious
groups. Though the Constitution says
that “the state shall ensure equal sta-
tus and equal right in the practice of
the Hindu, Buddhist, Christian and
other religions”, the secular creden-
tials of Bangladesh were seriously
jeopardised after adoption of a State
Religion.

Even in the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, the Hindu Marriage Act
was implemented in 2017 to register

marriages solemnised by Hindu ritu-
als where husband and wife are both
Hindus. Such rights relating to mar-
riage or inheritance of property,
granted to minority communities do
not necessarily establish the doctrine
that the citizens from all religions
“are given equal status, recognition
and support from the State”.

If the State identifies one par-
ticular religion as a state-religion,
that vitiates the eco-system essen-
tial to extend equal status, recogni-
tion and support to all. What is
there in the statute is important but
more meaningful is the ecosystem
which reflects the mind-set of those
who run the state.

The Supreme Court (1975)
observed two conditions for secular-
ism: “the State shall have no religion
of its own” and “the people of the
country shall be equally entitled to
their conscience and have the right
freely to profess, practice and propa-
gate any religion”. However, there are
exceptions even in Europe. In Den-
mark and Greece where politics, edu-
cation, science and social affairs are
independent of religious dogmas and
institutions, they have ‘state-church’.

The antithesis of a secular state is
a ‘theocratic state’ where the legal sys-
tem is based on religious law. In cer-
tain theocratic states, the Head of State
cannot be from any religion other than
their own. In today’s world, it is diffi-
cult to find a purely theocratic state.
However, in Afghanistan, Iran, Qatar
and Saudi Arabia, Sharia laws are
retained for personal matters and in
the absence of personal law, judges
decide based on their own interpreta-
tions of Sharia law. In most of these
countries, religious minorities, in gen-

Secularism can never

be a binary concept

eral, do not have the right to practice
their religion openly.

Contrarily, there are Muslim
majority states viz. Indonesia or
Turkey where freedom of religion for
individuals is recognized. Indonesia
recognizes six official religions. In
Malaysia, Islam is the state religion
and non-Malay citizens can practice
any religion of their choice, but one
must be a Muslim to be considered as
Malay. Syria has a dual legal system
where civil and criminal cases are
heard in secular courts and in parallel
there are also Sharia courts to handle
personal matters. Though Syria’s con-
stitution claims to be a secular one,
the President has to be a follower of
Islam. On the other extreme there are
Communist countries where atheism
is practiced by the State and people
are discouraged from practicing reli-
gion. China and Vietnam are classic
examples.

Secularism is, therefore, not a
binary concept. There is a spectrum
and the state has to evolve through a
process towards the doctrine of sepa-
ration between the state policies and
religion, depending on the prepared-
ness of the society. After the setbacks
to the BJP-led NDA in the recently
held Lok Sabha election, the present
government with a razor-thin majori-
ty in all probability will not pursue
contentious issues like Uniform Civil
Code. However, the debate in civil
society on UCC is likely to continue.
We need to judge the issue of imple-
mentation of the uniform civil code
in secular India from an unbiased
assessment of readiness of the society.

(The writer, a former civil servant, is now an
independent commentator on socio-economic
issues and public policies.)

Can Al unlock productivity and growth?

ANDREW SHENG

f you watched Nvidia CEO Jensen

Huang's remarkable presentation

at Taipei Computex last month,

you would be convinced that Al
has ushered in a new Industrial Revo-
lution, in which accelerated comput-
ing with the latest Al chips has
unleashed the power of doing every-
thing faster, more efficiently and with
less energy.

In this age of intense global rival-
ry and competition, including military
power, Al, robotics and improved
engineering promise a techno-utopi-
an way to achieve dominance over
rivals. McKinsey estimated that Gen-
erative Al's impact on productivity
could add between $2.6 trillion to $4.4
trillion to the global economy annual-
ly. That’s like adding one UK economy
to the global economy every year.

Roughly three-fourths of produc-
tivity will come from business
improvements in four areas-customer
operations, marketing and sales, soft-
ware engineering, and R&D. Think
about it, instead of training everyone
to learn coding, we bypass coding
because Al can actually translate what
you would like done through writing
the script, creating the video, and
even designing the process. Just ask
ChatGPT’s latest version.

The machine has the answers,
but ultimately it is the human being
who will either execute what is need-
ed, or just not do anything.

The reality is that even though
Generative Al will have a significant
impact across all industry sectors such
as retail, banking, high tech, and life
sciences, whether or not the produc-
tivity (measured as output per capita)
is achieved depends on how individu-
als, companies, communities and

nations are driving the productivity
change. Since Generative Al changes
the way we work by automating many
individual activities, this is a social
and political question. Cross-border
language barriers are removed when
Al can do the automatic translation,
print the transcript and even indicate
the next work agenda. Since McKinsey
estimates that current generative Al
and other technologies can automate
work activities by as much as 60 to 70
per cent of present employee time, no
wonder many in the workforce fear Al
adoption with huge resistance and
reluctance to change.

The latest European Union Com-
petitiveness and Industry Bench-
marking Report 2024 indicates how at
the high level, the EU realizes that the
region is racing against the clock as
EU industry has been continuously
losing ground on global markets in
terms of market share. EU companies
are becoming less relevant and EU’s
future technological leadership is at
risk. The reason is obvious to all - the
EU’s market is much more fragment-
ed than either US or China, being a

collection of national markets rather
than a Single Market with one curren-
cy, the Euro.

The metrics speak for themselves.
The EU’s share of global trade has
fallen by one third to second place (16
per cent of global trade in 2021), com-
pared with China (28.3 per cent) and
USA (14.5 per cent) since 2001. In
terms of market revenue of compa-
nies in Fortune Global 500, EU com-
panies have fallen to third place
between 2005 and 2023. American
companies lead with 31.8 per cent,
Chinese are at 27.5 per cent and EU
companies lag with 15.5 per cent.

Europe’s adoption of 5G technol-
ogy is way behind that of China or the
United States. Since R&D is a key
driver of innovation and technological
leadership, EU has lagged with 2.3 per
cent of GDP spending by 2021, behind
China (2.4 per cent) and USA (3.5 per
cent). This is particularly evident in
industrial R&D investment amongst
the world’s largest 2,500 companies.
EU’s market share has fallen to third
place of only 17.5 per cent, overtaken
by China (17.8 per cent), whereas the

US leads with 42.1 per cent. Chinese
EVs and engineering products
(including industrial machinery) are
already taking EU markets by storm.

Add to this the fact that the EU's
energy costs are higher than the US
or China, and that EU regulations are
the most complex relative to other
markets, it is not surprising that EU
companies have been shifting their
production overseas. Labour produc-
tivity has stagnated for years due to
the highest social protection stan-
dards. As the report says, the EU’s reg-
ulatory environment needs an
upgrade to empower and reward
innovators, a reduction of EU and
national regulatory silo-thinking, and
enhancement of technology deploy-
ment with stronger public-private col-
laboration.

These European lessons are salu-
tary for real sector transformation for
almost all emerging developing mar-
ket economies (EMDEs). Despite being
shocked by the global financial crisis
of 2008, Europe has not undertaken
structural reforms in the labour and
corporate sectors to improve overall
competitiveness. The financial sector,
dominated by the fragmented banking
system, remains risk-adverse. German,
French and Swiss banks are a shadow
of their former global prowess, having
been hit hard by tighter regulations
and inept consolidations.

The real issue is who drives the
structural changes. In America, it is
quite clear that the private corporate
sector remains dynamic and commit-
ted to profits and innovation. In
China, the government or Party takes
the lead, but allows enough corporate
competition that is aligned with
national goals. No one pretends that
American or Chinese corporations are
neoliberal by inclination.

EU and many EMDE:s still suffer a

schizophrenic tension between the old
neoliberal aim of free markets, with
newer liking for state intervention and
industrial policies. The neoliberal
approach failed where governments
and the public think that just passing
more laws and regulations would solve
social and market ills. As we all have
learnt from bitter experience, policies
and programmes are easily frustrated
at the legislative or political levels, or
mired in endless legal suits by vested
interests against change.

Eco-system change is complex
and requires not only the construc-
tion of a common narrative of why
you need change, but also concrete
execution of visible projects that
demonstrate determination and
engender public trust. If you want
the economy to change, appoint
business leaders who understand
how to manage institutional change
that remains business-friendly.
Indonesian President Jokowi’s
appointment of former tech platform
Gojek President Nadiem Makarim as
Minister of Education is an example
of how to shake a traditional educa-
tional bureaucracy towards techno-
logical eco-system change. Radical
change needs radical thinking, but
by someone like Jensen Huang who
understands both the role of tech-
nology and markets.

The Al revolution is already hap-
pening at frightening speed.
Economies that mess up the transi-
tion will be marginalized. Those com-
panies and communities that adapt
well will not only survive but thrive.
That is the cruelty of Darwinian com-
petition.

(The writer, a former Central banker, is a
Distinguished Fellow of Asia Global Institute,
University of Hong Kong.)

Special to ANN

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292815
ACROSS 19 His poetry no-go? Or prose DOWN 13 Theme work penned by Mark
uneven? that remains unfinished
(3) (5)
9 Butcher’s wrapping duck — 20 Peacock in mating frenzyon 1 Like good brandy found in 15 Mostly useless about missing
huge duck! (9) the way (5) drainage ditch? (4) staff turning up in city
10 Flyer that talks about 21/2 One 6 across left her 2 See 21 Across (10)
advanced inner personality shaken 3 Note stain left surrounding 16 One used to spin has some

(5) (7,6)

11 Somewhat eccentric, or mad, 22 Stanhope for one in time (4,6) 18 One tends cows and three
losing power to Democrat? becomes mediocre 4 See 28 AcCross bats (8)
(5) (7) 5 Chest-beater having 19 Sweet bad stuck in gum (8)
12 Greek leader soon brought 24 Carol eating cold and out-of- breakfast in Chardonnay? 22 Respected heads of army
about plucky Priam’s end date bread (9) (5,3) units and air force (6)
(9) 26 Retreat from Moscow? 6/14 Novel bleak: an end should 23 Person walking miles leaves
13 50s rocker pinching golden (5) incorporate article in work of old soldier (6)
chain is fired 28/4 Another 6 to trouble 23 (4,3,4) 24 Very hard getting round
(7) Longshanks? 7 Mineral from old Roman London district (4)
14 See 6 Down (5,6) watering-hole (8) 25 Much drama having no quiet
17 Two characters abroad 29 Ray — powerful — toyed with 8 This will break with martial songs (4)
initially pursuing model male bears artist coming round 27 Culminating point of month
(3-2) (5,4) (4) in service (4)

crack in cathedral area

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

control at Headingley (5)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

THE future of the Mosul Vilayet
has been reserved for decision by the
League of Nations. This is in accor-
dance with the understanding arrived
at during the discussions at Lausanne,
where it was agreed that the matter
should be omitted from the treaty for
further examination by England and
Turkey, or in the last resort by the
League of Nations. The Turkish view is
that geographically and ethnologically
the province belongs to Turkey. The
English view is that by the same test it
belongs to Iraq. The Turks appear to
have been surprised at the firmness
with which the English view has been
maintained, having expected a grace-
ful withdrawal after the amenities of
Lausanne. Iraq was constituted as an
independent State in 1920, under the
mandate of Great Britain. A treaty
between the two States was signed in
1922, whereby England undertook to
secure a speedy delimitation of the
frontier, and to use its good offices to
secure the admission of Iraq to the
League of Nations The census of 1920
gave the population as 2,849,282,
including Mosul.

WORLD ADVERTISERS

250 WOMEN
“BUSINESS CHIEFS”

FIFTEEN countries will be repre-
sented at the International Advertising
Convention at the British Empire Exhi-
bition at Wembley in July. Practically all
the business communities of the world
are represented with the exception of
those in Central and Southern Europe,
and it is hoped that with the interchange
of ideas, methods of business, may be
revolutionized.

No fewer than 250 women are tak-
ing part, chiefly from the United States,
who will attend the Convention in their
"own right" as business chiefs.

There are to be visits to Brighton,
Margate, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and
Sheffield, and every opportunity will be
taken of making the visitors thoroughly
acquainted with British manufacturing
and business possibilities. The chief
manufacturers in practically every
industry are arranging to show parties
of delegates interested in their produc-
tions over their works.

The American delegates will arrive
about July 12 in five ships specially
chartered for them. The Lancastria and
Republic will sail from New York, La
Salle from Houston (Texas), the
Samaria from Boston, and the Mont-
calm from Montreal.

POPULAR TREATY

BRITISH
RECOCNITION OF
ARAB
CONFEDERATION

LONDON, JUNE 17

DR. NAJI ASSIL, King Hussein's
envoy to London, has left for Mecca
bearing a new draft of a treaty of friend-
ship with Britain which, Dr. Naji has
stated, contains formal recognition of
the complete independence of the Arab
Hassimite Government, and lays down
with greater precision the bases of the
confederation of countries under King
Hussein.

It deals with the question of Pales-
tine in a manner which he says is likely
to be universally approved. Dr. Naji is
confident that the treaty will be prompt-
ly signed.

ALIPORE SESSIONS

CUSTOMS OFFICER
IN TROUBLE

THE case in which Singleton, a
Preventive Officer of the Customs in
charge of the Diamond Harbour Cus-
tom House, and Basanta Sing were
charged under sections 120 B and 409
[.P.C. with conspiracy and criminal
breach of trust in respect of 34 bags
of peacock feathers worth about Rs.
17,000 belonging to the Government
under circumstances already report-
ed came on for hearing at the Alipore,
Criminal Sessions before Mr. G. N.
Roy, district and Sessions Judge, and
a special jury of four Europeans and
one Indian.

The Public Prosecutor, Mr. N. N.
Banerji, conducted the prosecution
and Messrs. J. M. Sen-Gupta and
Manuel, counsel, with Babu Hit Lal
Guha, vakil, appeared on behalf of
Singleton, Babus Harsanath Banerji,
Gonesh Chandra Sen, and Monin-
dranath Banerji pleaders appeared for
the second accused.

It was decided after some discus-
sion that the case against Basanta Sing
would be taken up after the disposal of
the case against Singleton. The trial is
proceeding.
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A strategic shift

Priyanka Gandhi to contest from Wayanad
as Rahul Gandhi retains Raebareli Lok Sabha seat

has been announced as the party's candidate for the Wayanad constituency in Kerala

|tis official. Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, General Secretary of the Indian National Congress,

for the upcoming Lok Sabha elections. This move comes as her brother, Rahul Gandhi,
retains  Raebareli, Uttar Pradesh. Priyanka Gandhi's candidature from Wayanad rep-
resents a calculated risk by the Congress to consolidate its influence in South India while
retaining a foothold in the North. Wayanad, a constituency known for its high literacy
rate and diverse demographics, is seen as a relatively secure seat for Congress. For
Rahul Gandhi, retaining Raebareli, a Congress bastion, allows him to focus on Uttar Pradesh.
This would ensure continuity and stability for the party in a seat that has been pivotal
for the Gandhi family. Whereas by fielding Priyanka Gandhi in Wayanad, the party aims
to bolster its appeal among the youth and the women electorate in Kerala. The state has
been a site of intense political competition, especially with the rise of regional parties

and the Left Democratic Front (LDF). All three mem-
bers in Parliament (Sonia Gandhi has moved to Rajya
Sabha) indeed give Congress baiters a chance to
accuse it of dynastic politics however at this point
Congress seems to be more focussed on future elec-
toral calculus. The BJP’s downslide in the UP gives
it more reasons to focus on the crucial state where it
has an alliance with the Samajwadi party. Rahul
Gandhi’s presence in Raibareli directly links him to the
state whereas Priyanka Gandhi’s presence in the south
would help it retain the turf. Priyanka’s debut in elec-
toral politics shows that she is getting more and more
into active politics. This signals that she is geared up

to be part of core decision-making and would not be confined to electioneering and assist-
ing her brother Rahul on an ad hoc basis.
However, the road to Uttar Pradesh and for that matter retaining the lost glory of Congress
is still a distant dream as most of its vote bank has either shifted or usurped by the
regional parties which have become strong. This move could also signify a more promi-
nent role forPriyanka in national politics, potentially setting the stage for her to take on
greater responsibilities within the party. While these moves are strategically sound, Congress
still faces significant challenges. The BJP's robust organizational machinery and resources
present a formidable opposition. Additionally, regional parties continue to pose a chal-
lenge, potentially splitting the vote in key constituencies. Besides, Congress will need
to address internal dissent and present a unified front to maximise its electoral poten-
tial. The real challenge is to offer a coherent and compelling vision that can galvanise
support across diverse demographics and rejuvenate its cadre. A lot needs to be done
on the organisational level as the party’s cadre has been in disarray for a long time.
The upcoming state elections in Maharashtra, Haryana, and Jharkhand will serve as a
crucial test for these new strategies and the effectiveness of their implementation.
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Farmers prepare bunches of harvested litchi, at an orchard, in Nadia

India’s path from

trade to industry

PRAFULL GORADIA
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Transforming traders into industrialists poses significant challenges. While
traders prioritise high profits, industrialists require a long-term vision

ndia has a large enough
trading class. In fact, the
Hindu caste hierarchy has
traditionally allotted an
entire arena of activity, i.e.,
economic, to the Vaishyas and
Baniyas, Chettiars and Shettys,
but that doesn’t mean that they
are all—or most of them—are
potential entrepreneurs or suc-
cessful industrialists. The reali-
ty is that it is difficult to buy the
proposition that a first rate trad-
er can easily develop into a first-
class industrialist. The latter’s pri-
ority is a rapid turnaround of
turnover, ideally accompanied by
high profit margins. An indus-
trialist must have a long-term
vision, patience for profits to turn
in, and a virtually unlimited
scope for expansion. Above all,
he must have the nerve as well as
the packet to absorb losses in the
short term.
The only common factor
between an industrialist and a
trader is a sense of money. This
would party explain why the
Government of India took so
long to divest itself of the own-
ership of Air India; the pro-
gramme for the privatization of
this “national carrier” has been
slow. This again explains why the
government has been having to
focus its concentration on mak-
ing the good old public sector
more and more efficient, includ-
ing the ordnance factories. A lot
of the new expansion, especial-
ly in defence production has had
to be undertaken in a kind of
partnership with the large and
established industrial houses.
It was not so long ago that
members of the intelligentsia
used to say that a people whose
ruler was a trader, would end up
as a pauper. This, in actuality, was
the story of the Indian economy
until the Modi administration
took charge. Choosing the right
industry, running it efficiently
with integrity are the sine qua
non of success. The emphasis on
these factors waxes or wanes
with changes in ministries
and/or governments. No min-
istry can claim to be forever
engaged in policymaking on a
single issue or industry.
Incidentally, a leading manage-
ment scientist had some time ago
said that public institutions quite

often keep their doors open
for the leakage of money. If
this factor is to be kept in
mind, a typical public sector
unit or institution should not
be expanded. If the state has
to invest willy-nilly, the
President of India certainly
should not hold any shares.
Banks and insurance compa-
nies like the LIC, GIC, etc.,
should invest, so that there is
no obvious gateway to corrup-
tion.

For long years, the majority of
Larsen & Toubros (L&T)
shares were held by financial
institutions, but hardly anyone
knew this fact. The general
impression was that L&T was
a private sector company, like
any other. There was no door
available for misuse by polit-
ical or bureaucratic agencies
or factors. Another problem
caused by the President of
India holding shares, is that
willy-nilly, the management
tends to be directed by a
joint secretary. A normal
bureaucrat might have many
virtues, but is seldom inclined
to lay emphasis upon the
delivery of results in the same
way as an industrial manag-
er would have to. The former
is primarily, and mostly, con-
cerned with rules and proce-
dures. Profits come lower in
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CHOOSING THE
RIGHT INDUSTRY,
RUNNING IT
EFFICIENTLY WITH
INTEGRITY ARE THE
SINE QUA NON OF
SUCCESS. THE
EMPHASIS ON THESE
FACTORS WAXES OR
WANES WITH
CHANGES IN
MINISTRIES AND/OR
GOVERNMENTS

his priority.

Moreover, the bureaucrats
job is secure and therefore, he
does not expect his head to
roll if he cannot explain the
losses the public sector com-
pany under his belt might
have made. Although, he
might spend a sleepless might
or two if his head clerk were
to point out a lapse in proce-
dure. Being answerable to
the minister, the bureaucrat
does not have the ultimate
authority, although he is influ-
ential day to day.

Yet, anyone with contacts
with the minister, ie., the
political executive, can influ-
ence the joint secretary. This
does not add up to business
management.

On the other hand, banks and
financial institutions investing
in public sector units (PSUs)
would be looking at how
much they are earning on
their investments. Otherwise,
they wouldn’t have any influ-
ence or any substantial con-
tact with the PSU.

In answer to this discussion,
a suggestion emerges that
proven top executives in the
private sector could be given
a chance to set up large indus-
tries. Instead of the country
merely waiting for capable
entrepreneurs to emerge

Elder abuse remains

an underreported crisis

very year on June 15th,
Ethe world comes togeth-

er to recognise and
address a silent yet pervasive
issue: elder abuse. Despite
numerous policies and initia-
tives aimed at safeguarding
our seniors, elder abuse
remains a deeply troubling
issue, with alarming statistics
underscoring the urgent need
for concerted action.
World  Elder  Abuse
Awareness Day (WEAAD)
transcends mere awareness
raising, it educates the public
on various forms of elder
abuse, empowering commu-
nities to identify and address
these issues effectively.
WEAAD also serves as a
critical tool for policy advo-
cacy, reminding policymakers
of their responsibility to enact
and enforce laws that protect
older adults and ensure they
receive adequate support.
Despite global efforts like
WEAAD, elder abuse
remains a disturbing reality.
The  World  Health
Organization estimates that 1
in 6 older adults experiences
abuse in community settings,
with even higher rates in
institutions. However, these
figures likely underestimate
the true scope of the problem,
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as elder abuse is vastly under-
reported due to fear, shame,
or lack of awareness.

In India, a society tradition-
ally known for cherishing its
elders, a HelpAge India sur-
vey revealed a startling real-
ity. Approximately 71% of
elderly respondents reported
experiencing abuse, primar-
ily by family members, partic-
ularly sons and daughters-in-
law. This trend contradicts
India’s strong family values
and respect for elders.
Addressing elder abuse
requires a multifaceted
approach involving aware-
ness, education, legal mea-
sures, and societal change.
Both the elderly and the
younger generations play crit-
ical roles in this effort. The
elderly must be educated
about their rights and the
forms of abuse they might
face.

Empowering elders with

knowledge can help them
recognise abuse and take
steps to protect themselves.
The younger generation must
be educated about the impor-
tance of respecting and caring
for the elderly. Schools, col-
leges, and community organ-
isations can play a significant
role in fostering empathy and
understanding. Programmes
that promote intergenera-
tional bonding and respect
can help bridge the gap and
reduce incidents of abuse.
Building strong community
support systems can provide
a safety net for older adults.
Community centers, senior
citizen groups, and non-gov-
ernmental organisations
(NGOs) can offer a range of
services, from counseling and
legal advice to recreational
activities and social engage-
ment opportunities.

Efforts should be made to cre-
ate an environment where
elder abuse can be reported
without fear of stigma or
retaliation. Helplines, dedicat-
ed to elder support units
within police departments,
and community-based inter-
vention programs can play a
pivotal role in this regard. The
Indian government has
implemented various initia-

UNRELENTING HEAT WAVE

E EDITOR

spontaneously, the successful
top executives near their retir-
ing age from their private sec-
tor assignments, would have
a reputation, and a proven
record of managing a large
industry. Let the candidate
invest 5 per cent of the esti-
mated initial capital; another
5 per cent may be given as
founder shares, making it a
total of 10 per cent. But before
that, it would be for him or
her to discover the right pro-
ject in answer to the country’s
needs.

If foreign technology is need-
ed, the executive’s reputation
should help him to locate the
right foreign partner who
could provide not only tech-
nology, but also some man-
agement, and possibly some
investment, and reserve say,
26 per cent for financial insti-
tutions like banks, etc., and
other the rest to the public.
Some experiments might suc-
ceed while others might not.
Some top executive candi-
dates may discover that they
are not equal to the challenge,
and may even sell off their
shares to a more confident
entrepreneur.

(The writer is a well-known
colummist, an author and a for-
mer member of the Rajya
Sabha; views are personal)

GEETANJALI
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There is a pressing need for unified and comprehensive action to

safeguard the dignity and well-being of our elders

tives to address elder care
needs. The National
Programme for Healthcare of
the Elderly (NPHCE)
improves healthcare access,
while the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act (2007) safe-
guards elder rights. Policies
like the National Action Plan
for Senior Citizens promote
active aging.

However, challenges remain.
The gap between policy and
implementation is signifi-
cant. Inadequate infrastruc-
ture, undertrained personnel,
and insufficient funding hin-
der service delivery.
Furthermore, awareness pro-
grams are needed, particular-
ly in rural areas, to educate
elderly people about their
rights and available support.
A comprehensive approach is
crucial, addressing not only
healthcare but also the social
and psychological aspects of
aging. Collaboration between
the government, NGOs, and
the private sector is essential
to bridge these gaps and
ensure proper care for India's

elderly population.
(The writer is Founder &
President Wishes and
Blessings NGO; views are
personal)

Madam — Apropos the news story "No
let up in heat wave in Punjab, Haryana;
Bathinda reels at 46.9 degrees Celsius,"
published on June 17, this is my response.
The scorching heat wave sweeping across
Punjab and Haryana for several days
shows no signs of abating. Bathinda, in
Punjab, reached a staggering 46.9 degrees
Celsius on Monday, making it the hottest
place in the region. Pindara in Haryana's
Jind district also recorded the same
temperature, solidifying the intense heat
conditions in the state. Chandigarh, the
shared capital of both states, experienced
a maximum temperature of 44.5 degrees
Celsius. Other cities in Punjab, such as
Faridkot, Pathankot, Amritsar, Ludhiana,
Patiala, Gurdaspur, and Ferozepur, also
faced severe heat, with temperatures
ranging from 43.8 to 46 degrees Celsius.
In Haryana, Faridabad and Sirsa were
particularly affected, recording maximum
temperatures of 46.6 degrees Celsius and
46.2 degrees Celsius, respectively.
Mahendragarh, Hisar, Gurugram, and
Kurukshetra also experienced high tem-
peratures, ranging from 43.8 to 46.2
degrees Celsius. The unrelenting heat
wave has undoubtedly taken a toll on the
residents of these regions, with people
urged to take necessary precautions to
avoid heat-related illnesses. The author-
ities must prioritize the public's well-being
and ensure that adequate measures are in
place to combat extreme weather condi-
tions.

Pradyumand Singh | New Delhi

ILLFOUNDED EVM CONTROVERSY

Madam — Apropos, "Musk's EVM
remark sparks row in India," The Pioneer,
Jun 17. The controversies over Electronic
voting Machines EVM have come to the
fore again, in the wake of the billionaire
tech magnate Elon Musk's sweeping
comment that EVMs should be shunned
from using for elections as they are liable
to be hacked. The Opposition found fresh
ammo to target EVMs. But, it is time for
our politicians especially, AICC former

HP’s new centre of excellence

centre of excellence for the education of dif-
ferently abled in Kandaghat: Himachal CM
Sukhu," published on June 17, this is my

Apropos the news story "Govt to establish a

president Rahul Gandhi to develop some
scientific temper. Rahul and the Congress
party first need to explain why the
Congress government, which was in
power between 2004 and 2014 when the
UPA government led by the Congress
party was in power, did not abolish it.
It has become a fashion for political par-
ties to praise EVMs when they win and
blame them when they lose.
Whether it is Rahul or anyone else who
blames EVMs has so far failed to provide
evidence that they can be tampered
with. Indian EVMs are custom-designed,
secure and isolated from any network or
media. There is no connectivity, no
Bluetooth, wifi, Internet, i.e., there is no
way in. Factory-programmed controllers
cannot be reprogrammed.”

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

SAVING IS A GOOD HABIT

Madam — Saving is a good habit and one
should cultivate the same regularly.
Small drops of water make an ocean. And
if you save something for the day then
you can very well bank on that during

response. The announcement of a "centre of excel-
lence" for differently abled individuals in Himachal
Pradesh is a commendable move by the state gov-
ernment. This initiative signifies a commitment
to inclusive education and comprehensive sup-
port for those often left on the margins of soci-
ety. By ensuring quality education, residential
accommodations, and facilities tailored to the
needs of Divyangjans, the state is setting a prece-
dent for others to follow.
The Chief Minister’s assurance of timely comple-
tion and allocation of resources reflects a proac-
tive approach to social welfare. This project not
only promises to empower 300 differently-abled
students but also demonstrates the government’s
dedication to the rights and integration of mar-
ginalized groups. It is heartening to witness such
efforts towards building a more equitable soci-
ety.

Kularani Kapoor | Ranchi

hard times when expenses go above your
neck. You are in a good job, earn a fat
salary and have a bright future. Yet, none
of this is evident when you look at your
savings.
This is because young people often find
it difficult to save in the initial years of
their careers. Studies reveal that discre-
tionary spending can be as high as 18-
20% of the income for young people.
A 2021 study by Assocham revealed that
almost 35% of the urban youth spend up
to Rs25,000 a month on clothing alone.
Some say you should just note down the
card details and then cut the card into
pieces so that you can't use it anymore.
To save money, keep your card in a paper
sleeve with family photos as a reminder.
Having served 38 years in banking, I
learned that saving before spending is
crucial.  Cultivate saving habits for a
secure, peaceful future. Save today for a
better tomorrow.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT
AND NATIONAL PROGRESS

Early childhood care and education is vital
for India’s development and prosperity

VENITA KAUL

ndia’s perceived rise in international stature and its potential evolu-

tion into a "Viksit Bharat" (Developed India) is largely attributed to its

demographic advantages. With over 50% of its population below the
age of 25, India benefits from a youthful and dynamic workforce. This
article explores the crucial areas that must be addressed to achieve the
vision of a Viksit Bharat, focusing on nurturing human capital through
investments in health and education, particularly in early childhood care
and education (ECCE). Given the concerning statistics that only 44% of
grade 5 students can read at a grade 2 level, it is imperative to identify
and strengthen pathways that will allow India to fully leverage its demo-
graphic dividend.
The National Education Policy (2020) rightly emphasizes the significance
of early childhood, particularly the period before six years of age, as a
critical phase in human development. Neuroscientific research indicates
that this period is when the brain develops most rapidly, and its foun-
dational architecture is formed. The brain's potential is significantly influ-
enced by the nutritional, health, educational opportunities, and environ-
mental experiences a child is exposed to in these formative years. Investing
in high-quality ECCE not only enhances school learning outcomes but
also positively impacts a child's overall personality development and social
adjustment in the long term. Positive childhood experiences facilitated
by quality ECCE programs lead to better social adjustment in work and
family settings and increased economic prosperity in adulthood.
Conversely, neuroscience suggests that adverse childhood experiences
can lead to toxic stress, resulting in poor social and learning outcomes
and higher rates of juvenile delinquency.

e e
The benefits of ECCE extend beyond individual development to society
at large. Quality early childhood care and education can help bridge and
even close the social equity gap in children's learning, particularly in under-
privileged contexts. Educating and skilling children from a young age can
lead to higher economic growth and improved living standards across
socio-economic strata. A World Bank study in India highlighted a return
of INR 25 for every rupee invested in ECCE, with similar trends observed
in global studies.
A report by Save the Children indicates that an ideal expenditure of 1.5
to 2.2% of GDP on ECCE is necessary, yet current spending is a mere
0.1%. This significant shortfall hinders the goal of spending INR 32,500
per child annually to achieve universal ECCE by 2030.
Making ECCE Accessible and Available to All Children
To bridge the significant gaps in ECCE implementation, several steps must
be taken by the government:
1. Legal Inclusion: ECCE should be made an enforceable right by incor-
porating it into the RTE Act, 2009. This would ensure greater accessi-
bility for marginalized socio-economic groups and hold state govern-
ments and institutions accountable for non-compliance.
2. Increased Public Spending: Current investment levels are insufficient
to achieve universal early care for children by 2030. Public expenditure
on ECCE needs substantial increases to meet these targets.
3. Enhanced Social Infrastructure: The lack of adequate social infrastruc-
ture contributes to the exclusion of young children from accessing ECCE
and continuing their education. Investments in this area are crucial for
providing universal access to quality early childhood education.
Universalizing high-quality ECCE is akin to laying a solid foundation for
India's future. It is time for political parties to commit to rectifying the
exclusion of ECCE and support its inclusion as a fundamental right for
every Indian child. After all, how can we build our dream of a Viksit Bharat
without establishing a strong foundation?

(The writer is Professor Emerita Ambedkar University;

views are personal)

Heatwave could severely
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impact the economy

"The ongoing scorching heat could undermine economic activity and underscores the
critical need for climate-responsive action to safeguard both people and productivity

1

t’s scorching hot today!” For many
of us, this exclamation expresses
our annoyance at the occasional
inconveniences of the year's hottest
months. The blistering heat waves
across the country, especially in Northern
India, persist as the maximum temper-
ature soared to over 52 degrees Celsius
in Delhi and Rajasthan, the highest of this
season which caused a couple of people
to die due to suspected heat-related ail-
ments.
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and
Madhya Pradesh are also reeling with
heat waves. Conditions are expected to
worsen as the Meteorological
Department predicts temperatures in
northwest India also reached nearly 50
degrees Celsius, posing a threat to the
millions of workers engaged in farming,
construction, and industrial operations,
signifying distress. For many economies,
this poses a significant threat to produc-
tivity. Therefore there is an urgent need
for a climate-responsive action plan.
Effect on workforce and economy: The
World Bank's report unequivocally states
that as temperatures steadily rise in India
due to climate change, the country is
experiencing higher temperatures every
year. By 2030, over 160-200 million peo-
ple across the country could be exposed
to lethal heat waves annually.
Additionally, around 34 million people
in India are projected to face job losses
due to heat stress-related declines in pro-
ductivity.
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The impacts of rising average tempera- :
tures are being felt differently across var-
ious occupations and employment sec- :
tors. Jobs involving high levels of phys- :
ical exertion or prolonged outdoor work :
are particularly affected by increasing :
heat levels. Specifically, agricultural and :
construction work, as well as work in :
steel plants and brick clans, are expect- :

ed to be the worst affected.

According to a study by the International
Labour Organization (ILO), in 1995, the :
working hours lost in India due to heat :

stress were 5.87% in agriculture and con-
struction, 2.95% in industry, and 0.63%

in services. These numbers are anticipat-
ed to increase to 9.04% in agriculture and :
construction, 5.29% in industry, and :

1.48% in services by 2030.

Heat stress is increasingly becoming an
obstacle to economic activity. It reduces
the ability of businesses to operate dur-

ing the hottest hours, and temperature :
rises are expected to further diminish :
labour productivity, potentially render-
ing some agricultural areas unproductive :
and displacing a large number of farm :

workers. The global economic losses due

to heat stress at work were estimated at :
US$ 280 billion in 1995, and this figure
is projected to increase to US$ 2,400 bil- :

lion in 2030.
Currently, the annual food loss due to

heat during transportation is close to $13
billion. By 2037, the demand for cooling :
is likely to be eight times more than cur- :

rent levels. This means there will be a :
demand for a new air conditioner every :
15 seconds, leading to an expected rise :
of 435% in annual greenhouse gas emis- :
sions over the next two decades. :
Recognizing this challenge, India must :
deploy new strategic sustainable solutions :
to help people adapt to rising tempera- :

tures.

Scope of sustainable solutions: The
World Bank study, “Climate Investment
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: Opportunities in India’s Cooling
¢ Sector”, clearly indicates that uti-
i lizing alternative and innovative
i energy-efficient technologies is
i the key to combating the heat
i wave crisis. This approach has the
i potential to open an investment
¢ opportunity of $1.6 trillion by
i 2040, significantly reduce green-
i house gas emissions, and create

THE WORLD
~ BANKREPORT
- ALSO STAUNCHLY.
ADVOCATES FOR
- ACCELERATING
- THE STRUCTURAL
TRANSFORMATION
’ OF RURAL

ECONOMIES BY.
~ PROMOTING THE
 DEVELOPMENT OF
RESPONSIBLE
AND
- SUSTAINABLE, OR
| ‘GREEN,”
BUSINESSES

: The plan aims to reduce the
i demand for electricity-driven
i cooling by up to 25 per cent by
i 2037-38, potentially creating 2
: million jobs for trained techni-
i cians and reducing the demand
i for refrigerants by around 31 per
i cent over the next two decades.

: Adopting climate-responsive
i cooling techniques: It is impera-
© tive to adopt climate-responsive

nearly 3.7 million jobs.

The study strongly suggests that
a more energy-efficient pathway
could lead to a substantial reduc-
tion in expected CO2 levels over
the next two decades. India's
cooling strategy can save lives and
livelihoods, reduce carbon emis-
sions, and position India as a
global hub for green cooling
manufacturing. The report pro-
poses a sustainable roadmap for
cooling that could effectively
reduce 300 million tons of carbon
dioxide annually by 2040.

In 2019, the India Cooling Action
Plan (ICAP) was launched to
implement decisive and sustain-
able cooling measures across var-
ious sectors.

These measures include indoor
cooling in buildings, cold chain
solar refrigeration in the agricul-
ture and pharmaceuticals sector,
and air-conditioning in passenger
transport.
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cooling techniques as the standard
in both private and government-
funded constructions to ensure
that those at the bottom of the
economic ladder are not dispro-
portionately affected by rising
temperatures.

The report strongly advocates
for the widespread adoption of
such changes in India’s affordable
housing program, which could
benefit over 11 million urban
homes and over 29 million rural
houses that the government aims
to construct.

Public-private investments in dis-
trict-level cooling technologies are
crucial. These cutting-edge tech-
nologies produce chilled water in
a central plant, which is then dis-
tributed to multiple buildings
through underground insulated
pipes. This drastically reduces
the cost of providing cooling to
individual buildings and can slash
electricity bills by 20-30 per cent
compared to the most efficient
conventional cooling solution.
The Punjab Energy Development
Agency (PEDA) office in
Chandigarh stands as a prime
example of a climate-responsive
building, delivering a cooling
effect in the hottest months and
warmth in winter.

This example can be replicated at
large in future green building con-
struction. To combat rising food
and pharmaceutical wastage dur-
ing transportation due to higher
temperatures, the World Bank
report unequivocally recom-
mends addressing gaps in cold
chain distribution networks.
Investing in pre-cooling and
refrigerated transport can sub-
stantially decrease food loss by

AS MITTAL

about 76 per cent and reduce car-
bon emissions by 16 per cent.
India is resolute in its aim to phase
out the production and use of
ozone-depleting hydrochloroflu-
orocarbons, used as coolants in air
conditioners and refrigerators.
The report emphasizes the
urgency of improving servicing,
maintenance, and disposal of
equipment that uses hydrochloro-
fluorocarbons, alongside a swift
shift to alternative options with a
lower global warming footprint.
The way forward:
It is crucial to comprehend the
implications of climate change for
the workplace, particularly for
those most affected and vulnera-
ble.
The World Bank report also
staunchly advocates for accelerat-
ing the structural transforma-
tion of rural economies by pro-
moting the development of
responsible and sustainable, or
“green,” businesses.
This will reduce the exposure of
agricultural workers to high tem-
peratures and minimize physical
exertion in such conditions. Other
imperative policy measures
include skills development, foster-
ing an enabling environment for
sustainable enterprises, and sub-
stantial public investment in
infrastructure to address the cli-
mate crisis.
(The Author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-
Chairman of the Punjab
Economic Policy & Planning
Board and Chairman of
ASSOCHAM Northern Region
Development Council. Views
expressed are personal)

Startups must innovate and execute for commercial success

India’s startup ecosystem has emerged as a dynamic force but despite its rapid evolution, it still navigates challenges typical of nascent market

he startup ecosystem in
I India has made signifi-
cant progress in the past
decade, though it still trails
behind global benchmarks.
The potential for growth is
vast, bolstered by supportive
government initiatives such as
tax exemptions and financial
subsidies. Many funders are
committed to nurturing India’s
youth and anticipate a surge in
startup numbers over the next
decade due to these favourable
policies and our dedicated
efforts.
Many startups falter because
young entrepreneurs, brim-
ming with promising ideas,
lack essential knowledge in
operations, financial manage-
ment, and resource utilization.
Fresh out of college, they
aspire to make a difference but
often lack critical skills for suc-

SUBHAKAR ALAPATI

cess. Drawing from my over
12 years of experience and a
robust network, I can say with
confidence that young Indian
entrepreneurs have the mettle
to succeed, all they need is
method. They need to focus
not only on funding but also
on cultivating expertise in
finance, operations, and over-
all business management to
bridge crucial knowledge gaps
and foster growth.

The primary challenge lies in

their dearth of operational
and financial management
skills among young entrepre-
neurs, who struggle with exe-
cuting their innovative ideas.
I would like them to address
this gap. This is where funders
like YEA pitch in by offering
comprehensive mentoring
alongside financial support.
Mentors must guide startups
in enhancing operational effi-
ciency, managing finances,
and leveraging governmental
incentives, thereby enhancing
their prospects for success.

Today, many startups in India
are spearheaded by young
entrepreneurs lacking experi-
ence in company manage-
ment and operations. Funders
like us prioritise delivering
detailed operational plans to
these individuals, who possess
great ideas but require guid-
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ance in execution. They need
to grasp cost dynamics, opti-
mise operations for efficiency,
and access resources to ensure
our investments are well-
utilised. Additionally, funders
provide expertise in financial
management and navigate
them through governmental
policies, such as tax exemp-
tions. As funding needs evolve
at various stages, our extensive
network enables us to secure

additional funds from external
investors, ensuring sustained
success.

Most funders like YEA seek
innovative ideas capable of dis-
rupting industries, not mere
replicas of existing models.
Our rigorous selection process
involves meticulous scrutiny,
including detailed proposals,
questionnaires, and presenta-
tions. Once selected, startups
benefit from personalised

mentorship and gain access to
the network of experts and
resources. This comprehensive
support aims to foster sustain-
able growth and eventual suc-
cess.

We funders recognise the piv-
otal role of genuine innovation
in entrepreneurship. Our strin-
gent selection criteria filter
through numerous applica-
tions to identify truly ground-
breaking ideas. We often
encounter applications propos-
ing generic concepts lacking
substantial differentiation,
which we regretfully have to
decline. Our focus remains on
nurturing startups with the
potential to become the next
Google or Facebook—ven-
tures with unique proposi-
tions and scalable models.
Entrepreneurship demands
more than passion; it requires

meticulous planning,
resilience, and patience.
Success is not instantaneous
but evolves through iterative
refinement and adaptation.
Entrepreneurs must remain
steadfast in their vision, con-
tinuously learn and adapt, and
seek mentorship to navigate
challenges effectively.

To aspiring entrepreneurs,
both new and seasoned, I
emphasize that while interest
and intent are commendable,
launching and sustaining a
company demands much
more. It necessitates thought-
ful planning, unwavering com-
mitment over time, and
resilience in the face of chal-
lenges like funding setbacks or
idea evolution. Drawing from
my own journey as a first-gen-
eration entrepreneur,

Today's startups often aim for

rapid multi million or billion-
dollar success, yet such
achievements are rarely imme-
diate.

It's encouraging to witness
more individuals embrace
entrepreneurship, yet true suc-
cess hinges on sustained com-
mitment, focus, and persever-
ance. Securing funding marks
just the beginning of an entre-
preneur's journey, not its con-
clusion. Entrepreneurs must
recognise that building a thriv-
ing enterprise demands con-
tinual effort to benefit them-
selves, investors, clients, and

stakeholders alike.
(The writer is president of the
Young Entrepreneurs
Association and initiated Rs
500 million investment fund
aimed at nurturing and men-
toring promising Indian star-
tups; views are personal)
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Negligence of safety rules
led to WB train accident

riminal negligence in following rules for safe operations led to a
horrendous train accident in which 11 lives of crew and passengers
were lost. The most basic SOPs in the event of failure of the auto-
matic signalling system, especially as an express train and a goods
train were running on the same track, were not followed leading to yet
another crash that points to the inefficiency of the Indian railway system.

The probe may not go very far in fixing accountability as the locomotive
pilot of the goods train also died as well as the guard of the express train.
This is another mishap which casts the entire system in poor light. It
appears that safety is no concern when it comes to operating trains and
talk of arming all trains with the ‘Kavach’ shield system, which has been
available for decades, is just that — mere talk.

It was up to the Opposition to point out that not a single kilometre of the
Kavach anti-collision system had been added since the Balasore accident
in June 2023. The unfortunate ones were those travelling in the
Kanchenjunga Express, slowed to a crawl by regulations governing train
running after failure of signals by which trains are allowed to go through
red lights too, but only with several precautions.

In a clearly irresponsible case of a speeding goods train there will be far
less sympathy for the driver who ran into the train in front of him and car-
rying 1,300 passengers. Regulations stipulate that in rainy conditions, dri-
vers must keep trains under a speed limit of 10 kmph.

Mercifully, parcel vans took most of the impact of the collision thus
reducing the derailing of passenger coaches to just one. Had the train con-
figuration been different, the fatalities would have been far more than 11
people, nine of them being fare paying passengers besides two staffers.

It was after more than two hours after the signalling system failure that
the crash near the New Jalpaiguri station took place, which goes to suggest
that messages were either not transmitted to engine drivers to remind
them of SOPs in such conditions or the drivers ignored it as it may have
been in the case of the goods train.

In the modern age, communication is possible in real time, but that is
only if safety is an absolute priority in the running of trains. The criticism
of basic callousness in train operations, which the latest accident also
exemplifies, is not unfounded.

The crash also reflects that not much has been learnt from one of the
worst railway accidents in history with three trains crashing in Odisha
when a signalling error and failure of the automated electronic interlock-
ing system, which should ensure that trains do not crash head-on, led to an
accident in which nearly 300 passengers died.

Again, it was up to the Opposition to point to an NCRB report putting out
a ballpark figure of one lakh deaths from railway accidents between 2017
and 2021 and the fact that despite severe manpower shortage, particularly
in the important area of locomotive pilots, too many posts have gone
unfilled among the three lakh vacancies that are said to exist now. In
short, Indian Railways has been going off the track and sadly for the dead
it takes fatalities to point this out.

Priyanka enters the fray

sense of déja vu prevailed on all those who have watched Congress
Apolitics for the last few decades when the party decided to nominate

its general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra for the Wayanad Lok
Sabha seat which her brother and former party president Rahul Gandhi,
who won the seat along with the family borough Rae Bareli, will vacate
after winning both.

Ms Vadra has been a presence in the Congress Party ever since her
brother won the Lok Sabha election from Amethi in 2004. She took to
active politics upon her nomination as AICC general secretary in 2019. The
present nomination only shows that the Congress has grown confident
now to field her in a constituency which still is a safe bet, given its past
record and the current political realities. And she, too, may have felt the
need for a larger and meaningful role to play in parliamentary politics.
Her win will create a spectacle where all the eligible members of the
Congress’ first family will be in Parliament now.

Was Ms Vadra the only possible choice for the seat? The party which had
disastrous runs in the 2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha elections nearly
touched the three-digit mark this time under the leadership of a president
who does not come from the Gandhi family. It only goes to show that the
party has no dearth of talent outside of it. Whether to employ it or not is a
call it has to take.

Ms Vadra’s candidature will refuel the BJP tirade against dynastic poli-
tics. It may, however, be remembered that the BJP’s campaign against
dynastic politics attracted not much traction as the Opposition, led by
alliance partners whose leaders were steeped in dynastic traditions, per-
formed remarkably better this time around.

Ms Vadra’s main opponent will be fielded by the CPI, a partner in the
INDIA alliance. It will be interesting to watch how the partners explain the
contradiction as the by-election is sure to evoke national interest.
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War crimes, genocide rise
as world ignores ICJ, ICC

Abhijit

Bhattacharyya

WO major wars are

currently raging

across the planet

— the first for the

past 28 months in
mainland Europe between
the white Christian nations
of Russia and Ukraine, and
the second for over eight
months between historical
enemies Israel, the Jewish
state, and Palestinian ter-
rorist group Hamas, widely
believed to be supported by
the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The question that now aris-
es is: are those engaged in
these conflicts wilfully
indulging in war crimes,
even genocide in certain
cases, in complete and utter
disregard of international
law?

What makes these con-
flicts unique is that every
country disagrees with oth-
ers on how these wars
should end. The big boys of
the West are also playing a
grossly partisan role, follow-
ing their own agenda, not
bothering about the human
tragedy of either Eastern
Europe or the Levant. The
West seems to be revelling
that they aren’t losing their
diminishing demography.

The landmark verdicts of
the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) and the Inter-
national Criminal Court
(ICC) are being scorned,
scoffed at and contemptu-
ously ridiculed by a global
superpower like the United
States. This only shows the
arrogance of power. All
through the 20th and now
the 21st century, the West
has prided itself as the ulti-
mate economic, political
and military role model
which follows the values of
“democracy and rule of
law” and abides by a “rules-
based international order”,
which should be emulated
by the rest of the world. All
that seems to be forgotten
now.

Even before the UN’s top
judicial arm, the ICJ, had
ordered Israel to “immedi-
ately halt its military
assault on the Gaza city of
Rafah” on May 24, US
President Joe Biden had

given the White House’s
verdict on May 20: “What’s
happening in Gaza isn’t
genocide. We reject that.”
However, EU foreign affairs
chief Joseph Borrell urged
Israel to “obey the UN court
on Rafah”. The worst, how-
ever, came from Lindsay
Graham, US Republican
Senator  from South
Carolina, who said “ICJ to
go to hell” for ruling against
Israel on Rafah, which the
judges described as a “disas-
trous humanitarian
situation”.

The ICJ was not the only
one to face the ferocity of the
very nations that champion
the cause of a “rules-based”
world order. When the chief
prosecutor of the
International Criminal
Court sought arrest war-
rants against Israel’s Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu and his defence minis-
ter Yoav Gallant for “war
crimes and crimes against
humanity”, the entire
American political system
burst into flames.

US Senators and Cong-
ressmen of both parties pro-
posed sanctions on the ICC.
However, earlier, when the
same ICC issued an arrest
warrant against Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
the US and Europe both wel-
comed it. Today, Europe
appears divided over the
ICC verdict against the
Israeli leaders, while
America is united in oppos-
ing it. The Labour Party in
Britain, poised to come to
power next month, backed
the ICC and Germany said it
would arrest or deport the
Jewish state’s leader. Spain
too “requested South Africa
to intervene in the Gaza
genocide case against
Israel”.

In this toxic environment,
an explosive report on May
25 in London’s Daily
Telegraph stood out: “Real
reason why Biden consider-
ing sanctions against ICC”,
and it said: “Biden’s posi-
tion on ICC underscores hol-
lowness of his rhetoric on
America’s role in world”. It
said that all through his

Influential US
legislators have
spelt out that the
US is fiercely
opposed to ICC
manoeuvring ‘not
only for outrage
against Israel but
to protect, in
future, our own
interests’

presidency, Mr Biden had
“emphasised the impor-
tance of a rules-based-
order”, had condemned
“Russia’s war of aggression
against Ukraine” to justify
extensive US support of
Kyiv, and yet “when it
comes to Israel, Biden
seems to take offence at an
institution trying to uphold
that order”.

Influential US legislators
have spelt out that the US is
fiercely opposed to ICC
manoeuvring “not only for
outrage against Israel but to
protect, in future, our own
interests”. US politicians
“know very well that they
have more to lose than any
other country over an
emboldened ICC willing to
challenge American ac-
tions”. As “self-appointed
world police, the US has reg-
ularly violated sovereignty
of other countries”, the
newspaper said.

America’s two-faced poli-
cy in the Levant now ap-
pears to be running out of
steam, with the presidential
elections looming back in
the US amidst internal tur-
bulence on the “Gaza geno-
cide”, where it’s 1,500
(Israelis Kkilled) versus
40,000 (Palestinians dead).
Understandably US secre-
tary of state Blinken is
intensively lobbying Middle
East leaders to pressure
Hamas to accept the Gaza
ceasefire.

The UN’s efforts to make
international law enforce-
able through the ICJ and
ICC on war crimes and
genocide has become the
butt of jokes. Why can’t the
warmongers of the West
refresh their memory to
apply the anti-war instru-
ments to halt the
manslaughter of the 21st
century? So many agree-
ments have been signed to
ensure the peace, but when
push comes to shove, virtu-
ally all agreements, treaties,
protocols and conventions

fall flat as nations follow the
principle of “might is right”.

Implied as a basic precept
of international law is the
concept of collective securi-
ty and collective wisdom,
despite its frequent breach-
es. Of all factors of interna-
tional relations and conflict,
however, “war crimes” and
“international crimes”
emerge as the most vexa-
tious. Introduced 1906, the
terms are defined as “cruel-
ty that violates internation-
al laws governing the con-
duct of international armed
conflicts”. The prohibition
against the “killing of
hostages, abuse of civilians
in occupied territories and
devastation that isn’t justi-
fied by military necessity”
have been on the books for
over a century but seems to
be quickly forgotten amidst
mindless butchery of “any-
thing that moves” by fanati-
cal fighters among the bel-
ligerents.

To tackle all these came
into being the “l15-member
permanent tribunal of the
ICJ, the principal judicial
organ of the UN” in 1945, fol-
lowed by another “court
established by statute of the
ICC (effective 2002), with
jurisdiction over genocide,
crimes against humanity,
war crimes and aggres-
sion”. The apparatus exists
with all the paraphernalia,
yet nothing happens except
mass murder because that
is the shortest and quickest
way to prosperity, money,
profits and road to neo-
imperialism through the
work of arms merchants
and their clients mas-
querading as political lead-
ers of the strong and
mighty.

And that never ends. Just
pick the wisdom of greats of
the past to ponder over
today’s mutilated, rotten
corpses on the streets.
British philosopher Isaiah
Berlin referred to the 20th
century “as the most terri-
ble century in Western his-
tory”, and William Golding,
the 1983 Nobel laureate for
literature, felt that “this has
been the violent century in
human history”. The intel-
lectual giants were right
then on both counts but will
fail to have any impact
today as no one appears to
be listening.

The writer is an alumnus
of the National Defence
College, New Delhi. Views
expressed are personal.
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COOPERATIVE FEDERALISM

Jayanthy Subramaniam
Coimbatore

BRING FUEL UNDER GST

The GST Council Meet is scheduled to be
held on June 22. GST showcases a nega-
tive impact on the people since the rates
from the Centre and the States shoot dou-
ble arrows on the buyers. Formerly no
one except the BJP with a thumping
majority had to decide everything and as
a result petrol and diesel prices were sky
high with VAT, central excise duty and
CST for long. If the prices of petrol and
diesel are brought under GST, the cost
may decrease considerably. I wish and
hope that the key coalition partner, the
TDP will play a significant role in the
GST affairs in bringing reforms in the
rate rationalisation process that would

benefit the people of all the other states.
Rajakumar Arulanandham
Palayamkottai

EVMS IN FOCUS

EVMs have once again come into con-
troversy. Elon Musk, the founder of
Tesla and SpaceX, suggested eliminating
the machines following the reporting of
irregularities in Puerto Rico's primary
elections. A software issue that caused
machines supplied by Dominion voting
systems which incorrectly calculated
vote totals. A faulty software is enough
to create trouble. Rahul Gandhi had
called it a 'black box'. Opposition leaders
too question its transparency. Digital
frauds using AI are on the increase
worldwide to defraud gullible people.
Furthermore some 120 world nations use

ballot papers in elections.
Sravana Ramachandran
Chennai

Mail your letters to
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com

Maleeha
Lodhi

View from
Pakistan

Leaders lack will
to initiate policy,
build team to save
nation from crisis

akistan today is at an inflection point. It

aces unparalleled challenges in an envi-

ronment of political polarisation, econom-

ic fragility and institutional decay. All of
these are converging to reinforce each other and
create an overall challenge more formidable than
any single crisis. This at a time when national self-
confidence is at a new low. An Ipsos survey in May
found 82 per cent of people felt the country was
heading in the wrong direction.

True, Pakistan has weathered many storms in
the past and rebounded from crisis. But present-
day challenges are fundamentally different as
they are the cumulative consequence of decades of
misgovernance and squandered opportunities.
Solving these problems can no longer be post-
poned. In fact, the country is already paying the
price of postponed reforms, especially economic
reforms, to deal with structural issues. All these
challenges have to be addressed.

The polycrisis today has resulted from and
reflects the persisting gap between challenge and
response, between rule and governance and
between power and purpose. Successive govern-
ments have simply muddled through without a
plan or strategy to deal with long-standing prob-
lems. The overarching missing element over the
years has been leadership. Wielding power does-
n’t make for leadership. Nor is a manager a leader;
managers uphold the status quo while leaders are
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agents of change.

What then is leadership? What are those essen-
tial qualities in a political leader that can enable
him or her to shape the environment, unite people
and lead a country to transformation and change?
It is above all a vision that can inspire the people.
A vision is what makes for transformational lead-
ership. Leadership is also strength of character,
commitment to ethical practices and setting an
exemplary standard of integrity. It is about build-
ing institutions and learning from the past, not liv-
ing in it.

Leadership involves fashioning a strategy to exe-
cute a vision, and then staying on course to
achieve that. Visionary leaders set a clear direc-
tion, confidently embark on that path, are willing
to take risks and are unafraid of the opposition
they inevitably face from vested interests and
entrenched elites. Muhammad Ali Jinnah'’s lead-
ership embodied these qualities. But most of the
country’s leaders who came after the Quaid were
both uninspired and uninspiring.

Effective leadership not only requires setting
out a vision about the future but also a strategy to
implement it. Evaluated against this criterion, it
is apparent many of the country’s ‘leaders’ have
fallen short. Politics here has long been about
power, privilege, patronage and vanquishing
opponents rather than offering a coherent pro-
gramme of policy actions. Slogans there have been

aplenty but platitudes have substituted for policy
and rhetoric for solutions.

Leadership in government also means executing
a strategy by placing the right people in the right
positions. Only by assembling a competent team
can a vision be translated into reality. Pakistan’s
experience over the years shows that factors other
than merit and competence were given more
importance. A personalised approach to team-
building took precedence over considerations of
expertise or competence. The premium was on
proximity to the ‘boss’ and other ‘connections’.

A third ingredient of leadership is the ability to
motivate and inspire people to support the gov-
ernment’s policy goals. This involves connecting
to citizens, understanding what they want and
winning their confidence. It also means communi-
cating effectively. The answer to the question
whether the country’s leaders are able to do this is
obvious. The paradox that defines the country
today is that leaders are elected to public office but
without the vision or means to enthuse and unite
the country.

Looking at the experience of countries that have
faced economic crisis but used it as an opportuni-
ty to bounce back stronger and more resilient, the
distinguishing factor that made this possible was
the quality of leadership. Success depended on
leaders who ran a competent government that was
committed to structural reforms and had the moti-
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vation, political will and credibility to take mea-
sures that were painful in the near-term but yield-
ed rich and enduring dividends in the long run.

Countries that achieved such an economic turn-
around, for example in Southeast Asia and South
America, all deployed capable teams of profes-
sionals who assisted their governments to craft
and implement reforms. This enabled the country
to navigate through the crisis towards sustained
recovery and growth. In every successful case of a
country that took the path to a better economic
future, the quality of professionals who shaped
and oversaw the reform process was significant.
But again, it was the leadership that chose the
right team and then guided and inspired them to
deliver.

In his thoughtful book, Leadership: Six Studies in
World Strategy, the late Henry Kissinger wrote
that “without leadership institutions drift and
nations court growing irrelevance and ultimately,
disaster”. Leaders who Kissinger deemed to have
provided strategic leadership were all bold, coura-
geous, decisive and had a powerful vision and
strong sense of reality. They did not hesitate to
court controversy or take on entrenched interests.
That he regarded as “the price of making history”.
Do we in Pakistan have leaders who can forge his-
tory and extricate the country from its polycrisis?

— By arrangement with Dawn
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120 World Cup enters the knock-out phase

PSETS have always been a
part and parcel of the cricket
game. The T20 World Cup, too, has
had its fair share of highs and lows
as the event has now reached the
business end of the month- long
exercise, which took off on June 1.
In the first 18 days, the cricket fans
saw fancied teams like Pakistan,
New Zealand and Sri Lanka crash-
ing out of the tournament, tamed
and beaten into submission by
lesser-known and unfancied teams.
On Tuesday morning, the host
and mercurial West Indies team
put up an aggressive, muscular
game to demolish the Afghanistan
team by 104 runs to make Match 40
memorable. Nicholas Pooran, the
swashbuckling left-handler, rustled

up the tournament’s highest score
by piling up 98 runs in just 53 balls.
This game was more of a one-up-
manship between the two contend-
ers, as they are already in the Super
8 phase, which is beginning today
night at Antigua.

From the spunky performance
of the co-host USA team to de-
termined displays by the other
participants in patches, the World
Cup with a total of 55 matches has
had its memorable moments. Of
course, there have been many refer-
ences to the pitch condition and the
wayward weather which has caused
unexpected outcomes.

Having begun as a global game at
the end of 19th century in Ameri-
ca, cricket over a century has been

confined to a dozen-odd coun-
tries, primarily erstwhile colonies
of the British. Having seen many
advancements to keep the interest
in the sport consistent, cricket has
been immensely popular in inde-
pendent India for over five decades
and more.

Home-spun  superstars  in
this phase, beginning with Sunil
Gavaskar who took over the man-
tle from his celebrity seniors like
C K Nayudu, Lala Amarnath and
a few more in the swinging 1970s,
and a clutch of icons in the recent
past from Sachin Tendulkar to M
S Dhoni have immortalized them-
selves among their fans globally.

At present, Indian fans are keen
to see how a faltering Virat Kohli,

who has his own records to protect
and perpetuate, will perform from
here on, along with the team cap-
tain Rohit Sharma and the dashing
Ravindra Jadeja, who will have to
bow out of the game soon, com-
pleting long careers in the field.
The T20 format’s initial World Cup
tournament was bagged by our
team nearly 17 years ago, but since
then it has been a wavy, see-saw
kind of a phase the game has seen
at our end.

With only Bangladesh and Af-
ghanistan to be tackled, Indians
may have missed out the adren-
aline-pumping encounters with
Pakistan at this level, which has al-
ways been theirs to win in the last
two decades. Yet, the host teams,

West Indies and USA, have proven
that they are no pushovers and are
hopetfuls for lifting the Cup.

By the end of the month, the new
boss of T20 game at the world level
would have been decided. Many
have a sneaking feeling it could be
Australia once again as they have
already snapped up the World
Championship of Test cricket, the
One-Day International Cup in this
year and would gladly want to add
one final Cup to their kitty. This
would surely give them an exalted
status, which many teams can only
aspire for. However, cricket is a glo-
rious game of uncertainties and as
neutral followers of the game, the
best thing would be to wish that
the best team wins.

What will Al

HE artificdal intelli-
gence (Al) revolution
has begun, spread-

ing to almost every facet of
people’s professional and
personal lives - including job
recruitment,

While artists fear copy-
right breaches or simply be-
ing replaced, business and
management are becoming
increasingly aware to the
possibilities of greater effi-
ciencies in areas as diverse as
supply chain management,
customer service, product
development and human re-
sources (HR) management.

Soon all business areas
and operations will be under
pressure to adopt Al in some
form or another. But the very
nature of Al - and the data
behind its processes and out-
puts — mean human biases
are being embedded in the
technology.

Our research looked at
the use of Al in recruitment
and hiring - a field that has
already widely adopted Al
to automate the screening
of résumés and to rate video
interviews by job applicants.

Al in recruitment prom-
ises greater objectivity and
efficiency during the hiring
process by eliminating hu-
man biases and enhancing
fairness and consistency in
decision making. But our
research shows Al can sub-
tly — and at times overtly
— heighten biases. And the
involvement of HR profes-
sionals may worsen rather
than alleviate these effects.
This challenges our belief
that human oversight can
contain and moderate Al

Magnifying human bias

Although one of the reasons
for using Al in recruitment
is that it is meant to be to be

more objective and consist-
ent, multiple studies have
found the technology is,
in fact, very likely to be bi-
ased. This happens because
Al learns from the datasets
used to train it. If the data is
flawed, the AT will be too.

Biases in data can be made
worse by the human-created
algorithms supporting Al
which often contain human
biases in their design.

In interviews with 22 HR
professionals, we identified
two common biases in hir-
ing: “stereotype bias” and
“similar-to-me bias”

Stereotype bias occurs
when decisions are influ-
enced by stereotypes about
certain groups, such as pre-
ferring candidates of the
same gender, leading to
gender inequality. “Similar-
to-me” bias happens when
recruiters favour candidates
who share similar back-
grounds or interests to them.

These biases, which can
significantly affect the fair-
ness of the hiring process, are
embedded in the historical
hiring data which are then
used to train the Al systems.
This leads to biased AL

So, if past hiring prac-
tices favoured certain demo-
graphics, the Al will continue
to do so. Mitigating these bi-
ases is challenging because
algorithms can infer personal
information based on hidden
data from other correlated
information.

For L-‘*‘menrq:sle,r in countries
with different lengths of
military service for men and
women, an Al might deduce
gender based on service du-
ration. This persistence of
bias underscores the need for
careful planning and moni-
toring to ensure fairness in
both human and Al-driven
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If past hiring practices favoured certain demographics, the Al will
continue to do so. Mitigating these biases is challenging because
algorithms can infer personal information based on hidden data
from other correlated information. For example, in countries with
different lengths of military service for men and women, an Al might
deduce gender based on service duration. This persistence of bias
underscores the need for careful planning and monitoring to ensure
fairness in both human and Al-driven recruitment processes

recruitment processes.

Can humans help?

As well as HR profession-
als, we also interviewed 17
Al developers. We wanted
to investigate how an Al re-
cruitment system could be
developed that would miti-
gate rather than exacerbate
hiring bias.

Based on the interviews,
we developed a model
wherein HR professionals
and Al programmers would
go back and forth in ex-
changing information and
questioning preconceptions
as they examined data sets

and developed algorithms.
However, our findings re-
veal the difficulty in imple-
menting such a model lies in
the educational, professional
and demographic differences
that exist between HR pro-
fessionals and Al developers.
These differences impede
effective communication,
cooperation and even the
ability to understand each
other. While HR profession-
als are traditionally trained
in people management and
organisational behaviour, Al
developers are skilled in data
science and technology.

These different back-

grounds can lead to mis-
understandings and mis-
alignment when working
together. This is particularly
a problem in smaller coun-
tries such as New Zealand,
where resources are limited
and professional networks
are less diverse.

Connecting HR and Al
If companies and the HR
profession want to address
the issue of bias in Al-based
recruitment, several changes
need to be made.

Firstly, the implementa-
tion of a structured training
programme for HR profes-

sionals focused on informa-
tion system development and
Al is crucial. This training
should cover the fundamen-
tals of Al, the identification
of biases in Al systems, and
strategies for mitigating these
biases.

Additionally,  fostering
better collaboration between
HR professionals and Al
developers is also impor-
tant. Companies should be
looking to create teams that
include both HR and Al spe-
cialists. These can help bridge
the communication gap and
better align their efforts.

Moreover, developing cul-
turally relevant datasets is
vital for reducing biases in
Al systems. HR profession-
als and Al developers need
to work together to ensure
the data used in Al-driven
recruitment processes are
diverse and representative
of different demographic
groups. This will help create
more equitable hiring prac-
tices.

Lastly, countries need
guidelines and ethical stand-
ards for the use of Al in re-
cruitment that can help build
trust and ensure fairness.
Organisations should imple-
ment policies that promote
transparency and account-
ability in Al-driven decision-
making processes.

By taking these steps, we
can create a more inclusive
and fair recruitment system
that leverages the strengths
of both HR professionals and
Al developers.

(https://theconversation.
com; Written by Melika
Soleimani, Ali Intezari,

David | Pauleen, and Jim Ar-
rowsmith of School of Man-
agement, Massey University,
New Zealand)

More support ICC case against Israel

Ajnint statement calls
on “all States to ensure
full co-operation with the
Court for it to carry out its
important mandate of en-
suring equal justice for all
victims of genocide, war
crimes, [and] crimes against
humanity.”

Ninety-three nations on
Friday, all them state par-
ties to the Rome Statute that
created the International
Criminal Court, reiterated
their support for the ICC as
it assesses an application for
arrest warrants of high level
Israeli government officials
accused of perpetrating war
crimes in Gaza.

The 93 countries — in-
cluding Canada, Bangla-
desh, Belgium, Ireland,
Afghanistan, Costa Rica,
Chile, Germany, France,
Mongolia, Mexico, New
Zealand, and scores of other
— cited separate ICC state-
ments defending its man-
date for independence and
upheld in their joint state-
ment “that the Court, its
officials and staff shall carry
out their professional duties
as international civil serv-
ants without intimidation.”

Though neither nation
is named in the joint state-
ment, both the United States
and Israel have publicly con-
demned ICC chief prosecu-
tor Karim Khan for his May
20 arrest warrant applica-
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With their show of unified support for the ICC and its man
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date,

the countries said they aim to “contribute to ending impunity
for such crimes and preventing their recurrence while defend-
ing the progress we have made togetherto guarantee lasting
respect for international humanitarian law, human rights, the of
law and the enforcement of international criminal justice”

tions for Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant over alleged “war
crimes’ and “crimes against
humanity” in the Gaza Strip.

Khan also submitted ar-
rest warrants for Hamas
leaders Yahya Sinwar, Mo-
hammed Diab Ibrahim Al-
Masri, and Ismail Haniyeh

for their alleged roles in the
October 7 attack on south-
ern [srael. Following Khan's
announcement in May, U.S.
President Joe Biden said,
“Whatever this prosecu-
tor might imply, there is no
equivalence—none—be-
tween Israel and Hamas. We
will always stand with Israel
against threats to its secu-

rity.

In April it was reported
that the US. government
was working behind the
scenes to block the ICC
from issuing any arrest war-
rants targeting Israel offi-
cials. Neither Israel nor the
US. is party to the Rome
Statute, though the United
Nations has recognized the

ICC’s jurisdiction over the
Occupied Palestinian Terri-
tories (OPT), where the al-
leged war crimes by the oc-
cupying power, Israel, took
place.

After Khan made his
application for warrants,
White House spokesper-
son Karine Jean-Pierre said,
“Weve been really clear
about the ICC investigation.
We do not support it” On
June 4, Republicans in the
U.S. House of Representa-
tives, along with 42 Demo-
crats, passed a measure that
would sanction ICC offi-
cials if the arrest warrants
for any Israeli officials were
approved or carried out
Balakrishnan Rajagopal, the
United Nations Special Rap-
porteur on the right to ad-
equate housing, was among
those who applauded Fri-
day’s public statement.

Rajagapol thanked the
signatory nations “for de-
fending the ICC and stand-
ing up against the bullies,
including the relics from
the U.S. Senate whose idea
of engaging with the world
is to use threats,” a possible
reference to Sen. Lindsay
Graham (R-S.C.) who de-
nounced Khans applica-
tions as “outrageous,” ap-
plauded the House approval
of sanctions, and vowed
further punishment for the
ICC.

Such punitive measures
and high-profile threats di-
rected at the ICC appeared
to be the exact kind of in-
timidation Fridays joint
pledge of support is re-
sponding to.

“The ICC, as the world’s
firstand only permanent in-
ternational criminal court,
is an essential component
of the international peace
and security architecture,”
the statement reads. “We
therefore call on all States
to ensure full co-operation
with the Court for it to carry
out its important mandate
of ensuring equal justice
for all victims of genocide,
war crimes, crimes against
humanity and the crime of
aggression, grave crimes
that threaten the peace, se-
curity and well-being of the
world.”

With their show of uni-
fied support for the ICC and
its mandate, the countries
said they aim to “contribute
to ending impunity for such
crimes and preventing their
recurrence while defending
the progress we have made
together to guarantee last-
ing respect for international
humanitarian law, human
rights, the of law and the en-
forcement of international
criminal justice”

(Writer is managing editor

of Common Dreams. hitps://
www.commondreams.org/)

Suitable choice for Speaker of Lok Sabha

ANY names are doing the rounds on the Speaker of

18th Lok Sabha. Om Birla, Purandeswari of BJP or
anyone else from NDA group seem to be among the op-
tions. Telugu Desam choice has fallen on AP State BJP
President, the MP of Rajahmundry and former Congress
Minister in Union cabinet. She is a renowned orator on
subjects of great value, and daughter of former CM of AP
NT Rama Rao and not but not least a good listener. She is

expected to bring laurels and honour as the good conduc-
tor of Lok Sabha.

N Ramalakshmi, Secunderabad

Rahul should bear re-election costs

r Rahul Gandhi contested from two constituencies

- Rae Bareli and Wayanad - and won both seats. As
he has to keep only one, he is vacating the latter. Ethically
and morally, he is obliged to bear the costs of re-election
expenses towards bye- poll of Wayanad since he is fully re-
sponsible as he contested from two places due to lack of
confidence in self. Further, it is justified as his sister is con-
testing who has very high chances of winning. By doing so,
he will be settling a new trend in Indian politics which will

be welcomed by people, particularly taxpayers.
Dr O Prasada Rao, Hyderabad

Oppn keeps harping on EVM hacking

EF: Anything can be hacked: Musk. June 17, 2024.
This refers to mischievous comments on EVMs made
by Elon Musk, who has no business to either comment or
give his opinion on the time-tested EVMs that have been
in use since 1982, in the country. The Congress did not
complain about the machine when the party was in power
for decades. The EC already clarified that the EVM is a
standalone system with “robust administrative safeguards”
which is not programmable, having no wireless communi-
cation capabilities. It should have taken the air out of Op-
position sails. Rahul Gandhi’s comment on the EVM being
a ‘black box’ speaks of his mediocre intelligence; albeit, the
Opposition was invited to try their hands at reprogram-
ming the EVM, an open challenge that had no takers — the
grumbling however persists on their part to confuse the
electorate.
K V Raghuram, Wayanad

India should explore ways to end war

ARENDRA Modi’s tryst with G7 bigwigs in Italy was
an occasion to discuss conflicts that are upending the
world order, and to forge a peace plan for Ukraine. Os-
tensibly, except for the commitment of $50 billion loan
to Ukraine, nothing concrete could be accomplished on
peace after Russia had laid preconditions for negotiations.
Despite two years of death and destruction, it is shocking
there is no sign of ceasefire coming through due to the bit-
ter truth that both Russia and Ukraine are willing to wait,
watch and accept the war outcomes. All in all, the summit’s
efforts did not move too far to restore peace in the absence
of Russia; however, India in the meanwtime can utilise the
time to study indepth the peace moves and come out with
a clear blueprint that may be helpful to end the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and bring lasting peace in the region.
K R Srinivasan, Secunderabad

Are all the citizens equal before law?

HE Karnataka High Court advised the State govern-
ment not to arrest former Chief Minister Yediyurappa
on POCSO allegations until further time. The HC ob-
served that the CM is “not Tom Dick or Harry” that he can
just be arrested. Then there is another case of the serving
CM of Delhi before the Delhi High Court, who is sent to
jail, and the HC observed that the CM cannot be treated
any different from a ordinary citizen. [s Judiciary really se-
rious of treating all citizens as equal before the Law?
P R Ravinder, Hyderabad

NCERT’s exclusionary role not wise

CERT is in news yet again as in XII class political
science text book, topics like Godra riots and Babri
Masjid demolition have been deleted and the text books
are used for political propaganda. (No need to teach about
riots; NCERT chief, 17 June ). In this regard, the chief of
NCERT has come up with a weak explanation that stu-
dents need not be taught about communal violence and
riots. The NCERT, while keeping in view the role of educa-
tion in shaping national identity, should strive to remove
political influence in academic content and ensure that
education is accurate, balanced and inclusive, to foster in-

formed and critical citizens.
P H Hema Sagar, Secunderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com
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Muttiah Muralitharan to fnvest
Rs 1,400 cr in Badanaguppe

BENGALURU: Heavy and Medium Industries Minister MB
Patil said that famous Sri Lankan cricketer Muttiah Mura-
litharan is starting a soft drink and sweets business in Bada-
naguppe of Chamarajanagar district and will gradually invest a
total of Rs 1,400 crore.

The minister held talks in this regard with Muttiah, who
met him here on Tuesday. Speaking later, the Minister said that
Muralidharan was starting his business in Badanaguppe under
the brand name ‘Muttiah Beverages and Confectioneries and
initially a plan was made for an investment of 230 crore rupees.
Then it is now touching thousand crores. He explained that
Muttiah told him that it would be Rs 1,400 crore in the next
few days.

For this Muralidharan has already been given 46 acres of
land. There were some minor complications with this. The au-
thorities concerned have been instructed to rectify them imme-
diately. He said that the production activity will start in Badana-
guppe in coming January.

The minister said that in the coming days, Muttiah will set
up a unit of his business in Dharwad as well. Industries Depart-
ment Principal Secretary Selvakumar, Commissioner Gunjan
Krishna, KIAD CEO Dr. Mahesh, Udyoga Mitra Managing Di-
rector Dodda Basavaraju were present on the occasion.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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Hard look at PLI

A one-size-fits-all approach is the reason why 13 of
the 14 PLI schemes don’t have much to showcase

S THE GOVERNMENT prepares to present the annual Budget
in the third week of July, there are expectations that the pro-
duction-linked incentive (PLI) scheme, started by the Modi
governmentin 2019,will be expanded to more sectors. Before
that happens, some stocktaking is needed to figure out whether the out-
lay of over X2 trillion involving 14 PLIs has worked. It has surely been a
success in smartphones,which was the first beneficiary of suchascheme
inmid-2020.Aglobal,marquee brand like Apple set up a manufacturing
base in the country,and exports zoomed. In FY24.Apple's India produc-
tion doubled to $14 billion. Now, one in seven iPhones assembled in the
world are being done in India, and over 70% of the output are exported
to Europe, US,and Asia.

But the 13 other PLI schemes don’t have much to showcase.According
to available data, so far companies have made investments worth I1.07
trillion against an outlay of over X2 trillion. Of the expected incremental
salestarget of 40 trillion,just 17% hasbeen achieved till December 2023.
Similarly,of the direct employment potential of 1.15 million,around 43%
has been achieved. The 13 sectors include high-efficiency solar PV mod-
ules,automobiles, ACC batteries, textiles, IT hardware,and specialty steel.
The government has tweaked the schemes in some cases, like the IT hard-
ware,to make it more attractive to the industry. However, the bigger ques-
tion is why the scheme succeeded in a sector like smartphones but not in
other sectors when the basic architecture was the same.

The answer perhaps lies in the fact that a one-size-fits-all approach
does not work, as has been demonstrated through experience so far.The
smartphone PLI scheme was designed after more than two years of dis-
cussions with Apple as the other major global manufacturer, Samsung,
was already present in the country. The specifics of the scheme were tai-
lored to suit Apple,which was not the case with other schemes.There was
no clear goal in mind as to which companies are being targeted to set up
shop in India. This becomes very clear in the case of auto where PLI was
aimed to promote electric vehicles (EVs). While a host of domestic com-
panieswere selected, this year,the government came out with a different
EV policy towoo Tesla where the incentive for the first three years is con-
cession in import duty. In IT hardware where the scheme had to be
reworked in 2023, the basic flawwas the assumption that whatworked in
smartphones would work in IT also.

The basic idea behind the PLI schemes was to make India an export
hub and emerge as part of a global value chain,and generate large-scale
employment. Since providing export subsidieswould have been in viola-
tion of the World Trade Organization rules, the schemes were marketed
not as an export promotion one, but aimed at deepening domestic pro-
duction.While thereisn’tanydoubt that PLIasa conceptisagood one, the
government should take a holisticview of the schemes,what has worked
and what not,and make the required course corrections.There’s no point
in having PLIsforall the sectors.The basic cornerstone should be to study
the dynamics of each sector, and offer what the industry feels will yield
results. A top-down approach doesn’t work.

China needs a green Marshall
Plan for the global South

MONEY DOESN'TJUST make returns. It builds alliances, too.

That was the thinking behind the Marshall Plan, the US aid package intended
to restart shattered European economies in the aftermath of World War II. “If
Europe fails to recover, the peoples of these countries might be driven to the phi-
losophy of despair,” and return to totalitarianism, President Harry Truman told
Congress in proposing the program.

The political effect of turning the continent’s war-ravaged economies intoa pros-
perous,integrated group of US allies is hard to deny.Rich countries need to contem-
plate that as theyraise barriers ever higheragainst Chinese clean technology.If Bei-
jing is serious about building mutual alliances abroad, it will do everything it can to
use its industrial and financial power to emulate Marshall’s example.

Asin postwar Europe, much of theworld right nowis struggling to recover from
crisis. Lower-income countries whose budgets were shattered by the Covid-19
pandemic have struggled to roll over their debts thanks to deteriorating govern-
ment balance sheets. Emerging middle powers such as Egypt, Pakistan and
Bangladesh,heavily dependent on imported liquefied natural gas,have faced fur-
ther problems as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine pushed prices out of their reach.

Meanwhile China — like the postwar US — emerged from the global crisis look-
ing stronger than ever,with its economyabouta third largerinreal termsin 2023
thanin 2019.Its current account surplus peaked at $460
billion in the third quarter of 2022, meaning foreign
countries are sending more money forits goods and ser-
vices than it’s sending back in return.

- = Tobalance out this surplus,Beijing has to invest more
' overseas — traditionally, by buying US Treasury bonds.

; Recently, however, the mix has shifted toward direct
ownership of businesses. Over the past few years, out-
flows of FDI have been running ahead of inflows for the
first time since the mid-2010s,when President Xi Jin-
ping's Belt and Road infrastructure program was in its
first flush, and acquisitive conglomerates such as HNA
Group Co.and Dalian Wanda Group went on a shopping
spree for prestige assets.

The trendis only accelerating. Outbound FDIrose 19% in the first four months
of 2024 relative to its level a year earlier, to more than 343 billion yuan ($47 bil-
lion), the Ministry of Commerce said last month.

With developed democracies casting a skeptical eye over Chinese businesses,
more and more of this money is flowing into emerging economies. Europe and
the US accounted for just $10.3 billion of a total $28.2 billion of Chinese FDI in
electric vehicle manufacturing last year, according to Rhodium Group, a consul-
tancy.Farlarger shareswent to Asia, Latin America,and North Africa,with Morocco
alone receiving $6.3 billion.

There are many reasons to welcome such a shift.

China has built a clean-technology manufacturing sector that can go a long
way toward getting the world to net-zero emissions. However, the two largest
export markets, the US and Europe,are shunning this technologywith tariffsand
investigations into solar and wind exports and internet-connected cars. Poorer
nations could provide an export market for the solar panels, rechargeable batter-
iesand EVs that rich countries appear to no longer want.

There are more strategic reasons for Beijing to favour such a policy. FDI is a
potent form of soft power that often goes hand-in-hand with political hegemony.
Just as a previous generation of foreign policy experts hoped that FDI in China
would sway it toward a more democratic path, so Beijing may hope to build
alliances with emerging economies through spending.

That’s going to be particularlyimportant as China’s own growing wealth makes
itlooklessand lesslikewould-beallies in the Global South.The country may be just
months away from joining the ranks of high-income nations, and meanwhile
accounts for more than 40% of the world’s emissions.

If Beijing wants to maintain its diplomatic standing with low- and middle-
income countries and not look like another heedless rich polluter, it will need to
do everything it can to borrow the altruistic legacy of the Marshall Plan.

DAVID
FICKLING

Bloomberg

: Upinion

HE FUNDAMENTAL

DILEMMA of political econ-

omy that “forces us to ask

what form of political sys-

tem is required so that a
viable, private market economy is a sta-
ble policy choice of that political system”
was postulated by Stanford professor
BarryRWeingastin 1995.Inresponse,in
his 2010book Coalition Politics and Eco-
nomic Development: Credibilityand the
Strength of Weak Governments, econo-
mist Irfan Nooruddin contested the con-
ventional wisdom that coalition govern-
ments obstruct necessary policy reform
in developing nations. According to a
novelargument put forth by Nooruddin,
institutionalising deadlockactually pro-
motes economic growth by stabilising
investor expectations and lowering pol-
icy unpredictability. The claim was sup-
ported by company surveys, case studies,
and national economic data.

How about India? Following the Lok
Sabha elections,which saw the return of
a coalition government to power aftera
10-year hiatus, the debate about poten-
tial economicadvancement under coali-
tion regimes gained relevance.

It’s interesting to note that there is
no clear correlation between coalition
governments and GDP growth.The Con-
gress-led United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government oversaw an average
of 6.8% GDP growth in India during
2004-14. Interestingly, GDP increased
at an average rate of 6.9% during the
first five years of the UPA-I, when Con-
gressheld ameagre 145 seatsin the Lok
Sabha.The GDP,however,expanded ata
slower rate of 6.7% during the UPA-II
government of 2009-14, despite the
Congress gaining 206 seats in the Lok
Sabha.

The GDP increased at a pace of 6%
during 2014-24 underthe Modiregime.
Excluding 2020-21,the pandemic’s ini-
tial year, in which a strict lockdown
resulted in a 5.8% drop, GDP growth
during the Modi administration was
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Neuralink founder Elon Musk

POLITICAL ECONOMICS
IT'S NOT ALWAYS THE CASE THAT A SINGLE-PARTY GOVERNMENT IS BENEFICIALTO THE ECONOMY

Coalition with the economy

ATANU BISWAS

Professor of statistics, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

7.3% over a nine-year span.

In the two years that Morarji Desai’s
cabinet was in power, during 1977-79,
GDPincreasedata pace of 6.5%.During
the precarious coalition politics of
1989-2004, the growth rate was 5.6%,
although on average during Vajpayee’s
six-year premiership, it was slightly
higherat 5.8%.0n the otherhand,in the
15 years of Congress’s one-party rule
preceding the Desai government, the

GDP grewatarate Of ONly e ——
As multiple

stakeholders are

3.8%.According to expert
evaluations, coalition
governments have gener-

tion. Reforms were actually required in
the wake of the significant spike in oil
prices in August 1990, which left India
facingan untenablebalance of payments
position, depleted foreign exchange
reserves, and massive capital outflows,
thusincreasing thelikelihood of default.
During this administration, India also
joined the World Trade Organization.
Then finance minister P Chi-
dambaram introduced a “Dream Bud-
get”in 1996-97 during
the brief HD Deve
Gowda regime, which
proposed reducing

ally been successful in engaged in a decision-  income tax rates, corpo-

promoting economic
growth, but have had
some difficulty reining in
inflation. However, one
must remember that a
nation’seconomyis influ-

making process, any
reform like GST and
demonetisation may
also require extensive
negotiations

rate taxes, and customs
charges as well as elimi-
nating the corporation
tax surcharge. Chi-
dambaram’s Voluntary
Disclosure of Income

enced by awide range of T TTTTT——————————— Scheme was intended to

variables, including the
state of the world economyand politics.
Importantly, the revolutionary and
unquestionably daring policy decisions
made by various coalition governments
throughout the 25-year period from
1989 to 2014 significantly altered the
nation’s social and economic landscape.
The government of PV Narasimha Rao,
which was not only a coalition butalso a
minority one, would invariably be the
prime example. It brought a plethora of
reforms, like doing awaywith centralised
planningand abolishing thelicence-per-
mit raj to allow the Indian economy to
compete globally.It brought about mar-
ket-oriented economics and privatisa-

curb black money, but it
also graduallywidened the tax base and
raised tax buoyancy.

To privatise failing public sector
organisations, the government of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee established the depart-
ment of divestment. When Vajpayee’s
government pushed tobuya 20% share
of Sakhalin-I oil and gas reserves in far-
east Russiain 2001,India made the sin-
gle largest foreign investment. In order
tomaintain fiscal rectitude, the govern-
ment also drafted the Fiscal Responsi-
bility and Budget Management law.
Additionally,itintroduced the NewTele-
com Policy by switching from fixed
licence payments to a revenue-sharing

In the future, there will be no phones, just
Neuralinks

model for telecom companies. Through
the PM Gramin Sadak Yojana, this
administration concentrated on
improving connections and infrastruc-
tureinruralareas.Italsointroduced the
Information Technology Act of 2000,
which laid the groundwork for India’s
current statusasathriving e-commerce
powerhouse.

The Right to Food initiative by Man-
mohan Singh’s UPA-I government was
aimed at ensuring that no Indian would
go hungry. The Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act, introduced by the UPA, gave the
rural poor minimum employment. The
Singh government began developing
Aadhaar, goods and services tax (GST),
and direct benefit transfers.In actuality,
value added tax was a precursor to GST.
The farmer loan of 65,000 crore was
waived by this government. Singh’s gov-
ernment also deregulated fuel prices.

Therefore, as argued in Nooruddin’s
book, it’s not always the case that a sin-
gle-party government is beneficial to
the economy and that a coalition gov-
ernmentwill result in policy paralysis.In
fact,the 1991 Indian economic crisis is
frequently attributed to the Rajiv
Gandhi government of 1984-89 as its
primary cause.Thus,I don’t see reforms
like Made in India or the explosive rate
of infrastructural growth stalling under
today’s compulsive coalition govern-
ment. However, some politically sensi-
tive measures may find it difficult to
pass. Furthermore, as multiple stake-
holders are engaged in a decision-mak-
ing process, any reform like GST and
demonetisation as well as their modus
operandi may also require extensive
negotiations. However, with a coalition
government, it’s unavoidable.

Moreover, the huge consumer mar-
ket in theworld’s most populated coun-
try would invariably continue to draw
big-name investors like Tim Cook, Bill
Gates, and Elon Musk. The economy
would continue to boom.

[mprove financial literacy and redress
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CS MOHAPATRA

IEPF Chair Professor at NCAER, Delhi
Views are personal

Policies have sought to promote participation in financial

markets, but investor ignorance and negligence as well as
fraudulent activities are impediments to growth

India’s financial sector has grown
exponentially over the past two decades.
Onemajorcontributortothisistherising
participation of private investors in
financial markets coupled with digitali-
sation. While the growth is commend-
able, it has brought new challenges that
need to be addressed promptly. Policies
and regulations have sought to promote
increased participation in the sector, but
instances of investor ignorance and neg-
ligence as well as fraudulent activities
have acted as impediments to growth.
Increasing complaintsreceived by finan-
cial services institutions and regulators
are evidence of the challenges posed by
the adoption of fintech. The grievance
redress mechanism often struggles to
keep pace, leaving many consumers
floundering in the wake of unresolved
complaints and delays. A robust mecha-
nism could potentially increase retail
investment in the financial markets.

Regulators like Securities and
Exchange Board of India, Reserve Bank of
India, Insurance Regulatory and Devel-
opment Authority of India and Pension
Fund Regulatory and Development
Authorityare inundated with complaints
ranging from mis-selling of products to
unfairtrade practices.Thisisbecause ofa
long-winded process and timeline, and
various levels of redress. Though they
have provisions for registering com-
plaints,banksand other financial institu-
tions do not have any uniform policy for
grievance redress and its monitoring.
Besides,consumers in some casesare not

clear about the procedure to file com-
plaints. Grievance redress mechanisms
are sometimes are not user-friendly and
arenotavailableinvernacularlanguages,
which alienates a significant portion of
the population.Also,a multi-tiered struc-
ture displays inefficiency as the com-
plaint has to go through different levels
before a complainant can approach the
ombudsman or the appellate authority.

Financial regulators/ institutions also
faceachallenge of disposal. Limited man-
power and an increasing volume of com-
plex cases impact con-
sumer confidence and
burden the institutions
with increased opera-
tional costs and reputa-
tional risk. Systems like
SCORES (Sebi Complaints
Redress System) have pio-
neered onlinedisputeres-
olution mechanisms, but
consumer  adoption
remainslow.Asignificant
portion of the population
either lacks access to necessary technol-
ogy or the expertise to use digital tools.
This not only elongates the resolution
timeline but also discourages users from
engaging with online platforms.The hes-
itation tofile grievancesalso stems froma
perceived complexity, fear of going
unheard or getting lost in the procedural
labyrinth. This phobia is worsened by the
lack of user-friendly mechanisms that
offer transparent and timely updates.

A major hurdle is the stark lack of

THE EDITOR

Avoidable accidents

The repeated incidents of train
accidents fail to sensitise the
government. It seems that there is no
accountability in the functioning of
Indian Railways, the biggest public
sector organisation that maintains
around 69,000 km of tracks. It is
indeed a matter of serious concern
that the indigenous safety equipment
Kavach is provided so far only to a
length of around 1,400 km. The

staggering number of vacancies not
filled for years in the safety-related
departments of the Railways is
another example to quote the casual
attitude of the government towards
the safety of passengers.
Responsibility cannot cease with
announcing compensations. The
sense of responsibility is better
understood by the attitude of Lal
Bahadur Sastri, the then railway
minister who tendered his resignation
owing moral responsibility for the

According to the
OECD Report 2023,
globally, 35% men are
financially literate
compared to 30% of
women. This gender
gap is wider in

developing economies
i

financialliteracy coupled with the gender
gap in literacy. According to the OECD
Report 2023, globally 35% men are
financially literate compared to 30% of
women.The financialliteracy gender gap
isevenwiderin developing economies.In
India, 27% men are financially literate,
but only 20% of women. This lack of
financial literacy is not just about under-
standing basic financial principles but
alsoextendstoalack of knowledge about
the available system including for griev-
ance redress. Thus, the solution lies not
just in speedy and effec-
tive grievance redress but
also digitalised financial
literacy efforts as well as
the adoption of a modern
and preferably unified
grievance redress agency.
Creating a unified online
portal for all financial ser-
vicesand grievance mech-
anisms could streamline
processes, while artificial
intelligence-powered
chatbots can offer real-time assistance.
Blockchain technology could enhance
transparency in redress, and virtual
financial assistants could provide per-
sonalised advice and support in manag-
ingfinancesandfiling grievances. Setting
upinteractivedigital kiosksinruralareas
with limited internet connectivitywillaid
such innovations and significantly
improve the efficiencyand user-friendli-
ness of India's financial systems.
Amultifaceted approach is necessary

Avriyalur train tragedy, even though it
was caused by nature's fury.
—AG Rajmohan, Anantapur

The question of bastions

Even his worst detractors must
grudgingly concede that Rahul
Gandhi did manage torise like a
phoenix from both Rae Bareilly and
Wayanad. In choosing to retain the UP
seat, he reckons that a very welcome
tailwind that the opposition alliance
could generate in the state would

toeasegrievance redressalongwith mod-
ernisation of financial systems. This
should involve collaboration among var-
ious stakeholders, including regulators,
financial and educational institutions,
and consumer advocacy groups.Innova-
tive ideas include developing mobile
learning apps that employ gamification
for engaging micro-learning modules
and broadbasing financial education.
Integrating the redress mechanism with
digitalised financialliteracy effortsis key.
Additionally, community-based work-
shops, social media campaigns, and col-
laborations with registered advisors can
help disseminate financial knowledge.

The Financial Sector Legislative
Reforms Commission (FSLRC) has pro-
posed setting up of a centralised unified
grievance system for all financial ser-
vices operating independently of regu-
lators to handle retail consumer com-
plaints through mediation and
adjudication. Financial Redressal
Agency, the proposed agency,would pro-
vide a single point of contact for con-
sumers tolodge complaints,eliminating
the need toapproach multiple agencies.
The time is ripe to revisit the FSLRC’s
recommendations and implement a
unified grievance redress system for the
financial sector.

An efficient, technology-driven uni-
fied financial grievance redress system
willnot onlyresolve issues promptly but
alsostrengthen publictrustin the finan-
cial ecosystem, potentially leading to a
surge in retail participation in India.

gather more thrust for his party down
the line. The vacant Wayanad seat
could well be contested by his sibling,
in which case focus would return to
the much decried dynastic bent, long
prevalent in every party. But after a
decade of a near authoritarian
dispensation, perhaps dynasty in itself
could regain greater acceptability.
Dynasty was never the pariah.

—R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai
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Rhetoric won’t
suffice in
Manipur

]—;e question of whether the Home Minister con-

vened a high-level meeting to review the situation in
Manipur based on the public advice of RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat is incidental. What truly matters is
that a week after his suggestion, Home Minister Amit
Shah held the meeting — one notable for the con-
spicuous absence of Manipur Chief Minister N Biren
Singh. Shah’s promise that violence will not be toler-
ated and that efforts will be made to foster reconcili-
ation between the Meiteis and the Kukis is welcome
but not novel. Similar statements have been made
before, with little tangible impact on the ground. It
is a grave mistake to oversimplify the violence in Ma-
nipur as merely an ethnic conflict. The recent tur-
moil is the product of a deeper conspiracy aimed at
consolidating political power.

The situation has
deteriorated to such
an extent that the
chief minister, who
allegedly commands
both militias and the
police, cannot travel
freely within his own
state, as evidenced
by the deadly attack
on his advance con-
voy. Social media are
rife with images of
gun-wielding militias
obstructing even
army vehicles, high-
lighting the complete
breakdown of law
and order. Prime

Restoring law
and order
requires more
than just
promises and
high-level
meetings. It
demands an
immediate
crackdown on
all those who
perpetuate
violence

Minister Narendra Modi’s reluctance to visit Manipur
since the outbreak of violence in May 2023 has not
gone unnoticed, even within his own party. Bhagwat
rightly pointed out that Manipur had enjoyed a dec-
ade of peace, making the current violence a stark in-
dicator of governmental failure, both Central and
state. The BJP’s electoral defeat in Manipur under-
scores this political mismanagement.

Amit Shah must address a critical question: Why
is the chief minister — under whose regime 225
people have been killed, 50,000 displaced, and thou-
sands of children deprived of education — still in of-
fice? In other states like Gujarat and Haryana, chief
ministers have been removed for far less. The on-
going suffering in Manipur is not confined to a single
community; it affects the entire state, underscoring
the urgent need for decisive action against those who
flout the law in the name of politics, religion, or eth-
nic identity. Restoring law and order in Manipur
requires more than just promises and high-level
meetings. It demands an immediate crackdown on
all those who perpetuate violence. The guilty must
be held accountable, and the state’s security appar-
atus must be empowered to operate without political
interference. Only through decisive and impartial ac-
tion can peace be restored, and the people of Ma-
nipur can hope for a return to normalcy.

A tale of two
contests

l [ hen Rahul Gandhi clinched victories in both
Raebareli in Uttar Pradesh and Wayanad in Kerala, it
was inevitable that he would relinquish one seat. The
twist in this political saga is the decision for his sister,
Priyanka Gandhi, to step into the Wayanad fray. Nat-
urally, the BJP has pounced on this, raising eyebrows
over the Congress’s silence on the matter and crying
foul over dynastic politics. However, let’s dial down the
outrage a notch and consider the BJP’s own strategic
manoeuvring. It has only has itself to blame for en-
abling Rahul Gandhi to keep his intentions under
wraps until the Kerala polls concluded. After all, this
was part of the grand strategy to save Varanasi for the
final phase, giving Narendra Modi the stage to criss-
cross the nation in a frenzied campaign blitz.

And let’s not forget,
Modi himself played a
similar game in 2014,
running from both
UP and Gujarat with-
out revealing which
constituency he
would honour with
his undivided atten-
tion. This political
sleight of hand isn't
new; it’'s a tradition
dating back to the
first elections in 1952,
with candidates rou-
tinely keeping their
cards close to their
chests. As for
Priyanka  Gandhi,

Both Modiin
Varanasi and
Priyanka in
Wayanad
have the right
to contest
where they
choose. Let the
battle be
fought on
policy and
vision, not the
dynasty bogey

she’s hardly a novice in the political arena. After her
brother, she’s arguably the Congress’s star campaigner.
The dynasty argument? Well, it rings a bit hollow
when the Modi government’s own cabinet boasts
nearly 20 ministers who owe their political careers to
their familial legacies. Her candidacy in Kerala under-
scores the Congress’s ability to think beyond regional
biases. Contrast this with the CPM’s internal strife,
where Sitaram Yechury’s Kerala ambitions were
squashed by party parochialism.

In the end, both Modi in Varanasi and Priyanka in
Wayanad have the right to contest where they choose.
Let the battle be fought on policy and vision, not on

the bogey of dynasty.

Fuzzy Logic

ROHIT CHANDAVARKAR

t was an important day

for the Bharatiya Janata

Party on Tuesday as Ma-

harashtra Deputy CM
and the BJP’s most powerful strat-
egist in the state, Devendra Fadna-
vis, held discussions with the
party’s central leadership about
how to proceed for the upcoming
state Assembly elections. The cen-
tral agenda at these discussions is
about how to ensure the transfer of
votes between candidates fielded
by the BJP and its alliance partners
as the feeling right now is that vote
transfer has somehow not hap-
pened in the Lok Sabha polls es-
pecially in the case of Ajit Pawar’s
NCP and the BJP.

A setback for the BJP in Maha-
rashtra in the Lok Sabha polls has
been taken very seriously by the
party high command. What went
wrong in Vidarbha which is the
party’s bastion, how did the vote
transfer between alliance partners
not take place in Western Maha-
rashtra which is NCP’s home turf
and why even in a city like Mumbai
where the party won all six seats
last time, this time the performance

Guest Column

was dismal? Are some of the main
questions being discussed by the
party high command with the state
leadership.

Some party insiders say that the
assessments show that the vote
transfer did not take place between
Ajit Pawar’s candidates mainly be-
cause of two reasons. Firstly, be-
cause the political ideological gap
between Ajit Pawar and the BJP re-
mains wide. Ajit Pawar has insisted
that he will not toe the Hindutva
line of the BJP and Secondly be-
cause the grassroot workers of the
NCP just have not been able to gel
with those of the BJP in regions
such as western Maharashtra.

In terms of their political ideol-
ogy, the BJP and Ajit Pawar’s NCP
remain poles apart. In the recent
past since he decided to cross over
to the NDA alliance, Ajit Pawar was
seen avoiding attending many
events held by the saffron organisa-
tions that are part of the BJP group-
ing; on the other hand he was seen
attending many events organised
by the minority community. Ajit
Pawar understands that his core
vote bank includes the masses that

PRABHAT SINHA

n the heartland of Maha-

rashtra lies Mann Desh, a

region steeped in the

proud nomadic tradi-
tions of the Dhangar community. For
centuries, these shepherds have
roamed the Deccan Plateau, their
survival dependent on their knowl-
edge of finding water sources among
the dry landscape. Yet, despite being
the first inhabitants of this land,
water has remained elusive for the
people of Mann Desh.

As a 35-year-old resident of rural
Maharashtra, specifically Mann
Desh, I've witnessed the relentless
struggle for water that defines our
daily lives. In an era dominated by
technological advancements, from
Al to digital payments, the absence of
adequate water resources continues
to plague our community. Despite
numerous movements and initiatives
over the past three and a half dec-
ades, the water crisis in Mann Desh
endures. Interestingly as a country
we have reached Mars and exploring
space, but no technology or innova-
tion has been able to provide basic
water supply to our own citizens.

Climate change has exacerbated
our plight, hitting our farmers par-
ticularly hard. In villages like Mhas-
wad, where I reside, water supply
has dwindled to a mere hour once in
a every twelve days. This dire situ-
ation spells disaster for drinking
water, water for animals and agricul-
ture, leaving farmers grappling with
zero harvest and meagre prices for
their produce. Despite global dis-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Work on water woes

We in India have not taken the
issue of water as a top priority.
Still there are no proper and con-
crete guidelines to restrict the
malpractices of misutilisation of
water. There is no segregation of

course on climate crises and initiat-
ives like the UN’s declaration of 2023
as the year of millets, the harsh real-
ity is that millet farmers remain
among the poorest in our nation. A
farmer named Gaikwad from Kark-
hel has sold all his cattle, and now
surviving with only goats; needless to
say that all his farm-field has dried
up and there is no water, he receives
2000 litres of water once in a every 12
days. The 60-year-old’s sons have mi-
grated to Mumbai for wage labour-
ing jobs, and he lives along with his
wife and grandkids in hope to get
water before he dies. The entire
family uses the same water which
they took bath in for utensils and
clothes, and again the same water is
provided to the mango tree in front
of his house.

Growing up in the village, I've wit-
nessed firsthand the daily struggle
for water, with women queuing for
hours to fill their pots. Now, in 2024,
the situation has reached unpreced-
ented levels, with the government
providing a mere hour of water
supply every twelve days. As I tra-
versed the weekly market, I heard
farmers lamenting the difficulty of
even digging wells deep enough to
find water, but they are unsuccessful.

In a year marked by the Lok Sabha
elections, politicians have been quick
to capitalise on farmers’ plight,
showering promises of water infra-
structure development. Yet, despite
decades of assurances, little has
changed on the ground. Instead, we
witness a spectacle of extravagant

belong to SC/CT community, mi-
norities and other segments which
are opposed to the Hindutva ideol-
ogy of the BJP, and he is aware that
even if he crosses over to the saffron
alliance, the hard-core saffron
voters may not be voting for him in
any case. The second part is about
grassroots activists not gelling with
each other. In western Maharashtra
in every cooperative organisation
there has been a harsh tussle be-
tween the NCP and the BJP. In co-
operative banks, credit societies,
sugar mills and educational institu-

bhumipujans, where more money is
spent on ceremonial rituals than on
the actual implementation of
schemes. At one place, bhumipujan
was done three times. Imagine the
money which was spent three times
on the same bhumipujan — it could
have helped thousands of farmers
like Gaikwad.

In the turmoil of a water crisis, the
reality of our nation is stark: the aver-
age citizen’s struggle to reach the
highest strata of authority is similar
to scaling Mount Everest. Even the
simple prospect of meeting a collec-
tor or a high-ranking bureaucrat re-
sembles a Herculean feat, entangled
in bureaucracy and red tape. In this
complex system reminiscent of colo-
nial bureaucracy, people without
connections must navigate a maze of
steps just to get a meeting. Ironically,
even the lowly peon stationed out-
side the collector’s office wields more
influence than a farmer, determining
who gains access to power/meet with
the collector and who languishes in
the shadows.

In the village of Mhaswad, amidst
intense protests and hollow prom-
ises, a glimmer of hope emerges in
the form of an unlikely hero: Panda,
or as the villagers fondly call him,
“Panniwala Panda”. A contractual
employee of the local government,
Panda earns a modest living 0f 12,000
rupees per month, tirelessly serving
his community for the past decade.
His mission: to ensure equitable dis-
tribution of water among the village’s
disparate communities, an endless

www.freepressjournal.com

tions, it has been a bipolar fight be-
tween the BJP and the NCP. The ac-
tivists on both sides have got
completely divided. They have
fought elections against each other
for over two and a half decades.
Now suddenly they cannot gel with
each other because the top leaders
have reached an agreement to fight
against the Maha Vikas Aghadi
jointly. The BJP has now decided to
go for a minor revamp in its Maha-
rashtra strategy. Sources said the
party has decided to further study
the constituency-wise breakup of
how they gained or did not gain
benefits out of getting into an al-
liance with each partner of the Ma-
hayuti.

Another realisation the party has
arrived at, according to sources in-
side the BJP, is that breaking politi-
cal parties and engineering
defections has not gone down well
with voters in Maharashtra. This
realisation may have far and wide
repercussions nationally as the BJP
is likely to be very cautious before
trying something like what hap-
pened in Maharashtra in 2022 and
2023 in other states in the future.

task compounded by inadequate
water pipeline infrastructure and
dwindling water reserves.

Panda is the busiest man I have
ever met; I would say busier than the
US President. Panda’s daily routine
resembles a whirlwind, over 150 calls
per day from anxious villagers en-
quiring about water release sched-
ules. He is armed only with a simple
black-and-white Nokia phone and an
uncanny ability to recognise callers
by their voices, since he has no time
to store thousands of people’s names.
Despite facing the brunt of villagers’
frustrations, Panda remains steadfast
in his commitment, sacrificing per-
sonal milestones and familial obliga-
tions for the greater good.

Panda is considered like family by
everyone in Mhaswad, regardless of
their background, castes, or religion.
Transcending these barriers, Panda
has forged deep bonds with every
household in Mhaswad. He’s often in-
vited into people’s homes for meals,
tea, and to take part in important
events like weddings and funerals.
He’s so connected with the commu-
nity that he knows who’s away from
the village, who’s getting married,
and all the little details of people’s
lives. This year, however, has been
tough for him. Some people are
upset with him because water comes
once in twelve days; people also
know that Panda has nothing to do
with the water policy. Despite facing
criticism, Panda remains patient be-
cause he understands the challenges.
He’s sacrificed a lot for his job, even

BJP looking to calibrate its
strategy for Assembly polls

The minority votes getting consolidated in favour of the Congress
party in Maharashtra has given the BJP an unexpected surprise

The minority votes getting con-
solidated in favour of the Congress
party in Maharashtra has given the
BJP an unexpected surprise. The
reason the Congress party could
win 13 seats in the state was only
because unlike previous elections,
the SC/ST and minority votes did
not go to parties such as Prakash
Ambedkar’s VBA or the MIM party,
and went to the Congress. How to
handle this new challenge is also a
new point of discussion for the BJP.
The party was under the impres-
sion that the Ayodhya Ram temple
and other Hindutva narrative built
ahead of the elections would con-
vert into most Hindu votes going to
the BJP kitty, but that somehow did
not happen in Maharashtra even in
a BJP-dominated region like Vi-
darbha. The party is now getting
into long and detailed introspec-
tion about how to change course
and calibrate its strategy for the As-
sembly polls.

Rohit Chandavarkar is a senior journalist
who has worked for 31 years with various
leading newspaper brands and television
channels in Mumbai and Pune

Crises and promises: A tale
from rural Maharashtra

Politicians shower promises of water infrastructure development.
Yet, despite decades of assurances, little has changed on the ground

missing important family events. He
once couldn't attend his cousin’s fu-
neral because he was busy with
water supply duties; he literally
found out about his cousin’s death
when he saw the funeral procession.
He even missed his granddaughter’s
birth. All Panda hopes for is that
water becomes more reliable in the
coming year so he can attend his own
son’s wedding. Yet, amidst the relent-
less grind of his duties, Panda har-
bours a solitary wish: for a future
where water flows freely every day,
and he can partake in the joys and
sorrows of his own family. Until then,
he remains the unsung hero of Mhas-
wad, a beacon of resilience in the face
of adversity.

As Maharashtra continues to allo-
cate substantial funds towards water
irrigation, the reality remains un-
changed for regions like Mann Desh,
where water remains a distant
dream. Like the mirage bird, we con-
tinue to gaze at the sky, hoping for a
drop of relief amidst the parched
landscape.

In the face of such adversity, the
simple plea of our farmers for access
to water for their families and live-
stock rings louder than any political
rhetoric. Until that plea is answered,
the cycle of migration and hardship
will persist, leaving behind a trail of
broken dreams and unfulfilled
promises.

Prabhat Sinha is the Founder of Mann
Deshi Champions
(prabhat@manndeshi.org.in)
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water in India. Drinking water is
used for washing clothes, gar-
dening, cleaning cars, roads and
the most important usage is
huge and bulk by the housing
sector. There is no policy for in-
dustrial water and wastage con-

tinues in every field without any-
body bothering about this crucial
question. There is no policy of re-
stricting the usage of drinking
water for multipurpose require-
ments. It is a matter of great re-
gret that we pay water tax and

MIKA’S MATRIX

impure water is supplied at the
doorstep which is then purified
by various processes to obtain
drinkable water.

CK Subramaniam

n
Galloping population and deplet-
ing resources have resulted in
water conservation becoming
one of the biggest issues of our
time. Despite water covering
three-fourths of the earth’s sur-
face, only 1% of this resource is
available for consumption. This
poses the serious challenge of
water resource management.
Government campaigns are all
well but the question remains
how much they actually reach
the people on the ground.

Ayani Dangi, Ujjain

Inhuman act

It is highly condemnable that
some residents in Gujarat have
opposed allotment of a flat under
the CM’s scheme to a Muslim
woman. Isn’'t a criminal act to di-
vide society on the basis of re-
ligion? Are we living in a secular
democratic nation or a theocratic
setup? Let us learn to treat all In-
dians equally, irrespective of
their caste, community, creed or
religion, and live in harmony.

Tharcius S Fernando

HASAN ZAIDI

The travails of
domestic workers

They may have been elevated,
in terms of politically correct
vocabulary, from “servants” to
“maids”, and now as “do-
mestic workers”. However,
much remains to be done to
improve the lot of this work-
force. They need official rec-
ognition and protection from
exploitation and abuse. Itis a
unique relationship between
employer and employee,
where the former’s home is
the latter’s workspace, and in
which other factors such as
caste, gender, vulnerability,
internal work hierarchies and
unenforceable contractual
obligations are embedded.
Laws and policies will remain
statements of intent unless
they draw from lessons
gained from the ground.
Sanjay Chopra
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ducation has a single function: creating pos-
E itive citizens. So argued the director of the

National Council of Educational Research
and Training, Dinesh Prasad Saklani, when faced
with the outrage at the new deletions in NCERT
textbooks of various classes. These include the
erasure of the Gujarat riotsand the removal of two
pagesout of four about the events in Ayodhya. The
focus in the latter is the Supreme Court’s verdict
that led to the raising of the temple and an account
of the welcome it is supposed to have received. Mr
Saklani feels that accounts of riots and the events
in Avodhya would create depressed and violent
citizens. In an extended defence against the charge
of saffronisation of the curriculum — they say
only ladies protest too much — Mr Saklani said
there was nothing wrong in emphasising the court
verdict as it was a fact. History is based on facts,
it is not a battleground. Then it must be asked if
the existence of Babri Masjid was a fact. Why is it
a nameless “three-domed structure” in the texts?
Mr Saklani claimed that knowing about riots
would create “offensive” citizens, spread hatred
and produce feelings of victimhood. Hatred and
violence are not subjects of teaching, he said; so
are these only for practice?

The deletions are part of the “rationalisation”
in line with the National Education Policy that re-
quires a lighter syllabus. That includes dropping
the contributions of the Mughal emperors — grad-
ually since 2014 — as well as deleting Mahatma
Gandhi's calming influence on sectarian riots,
the reasons for his murder and all details about
his killer except his name. Also this time, as over
the vears, people's movements and uprisings
from underprivileged castes are seen to be van-
ishing, together with anything that endangers the
Narendra Modi-led government’'s chosen narra-
tive. Mr Saklani insisted that these are experts’
decisions with no pressure from above. Strange,
then, that the authors of textbooks published in
2006 should now threaten legal action unless their
narmes are removed. They object to the deletions
and the addition of a paragraph on “minority ap-
peasement”. Their expertise does not support the
Bharatiya Janata Party's highly edited view ofhis-
tory with the magical disappearance of all things
uncomfortable for the party. That diet is the rec-
ipe for producing “positive citizens”. Knowledge
has nothing to do with it.

DERAILED

\ J et another major train accident — several

people died when a goods train rammed

into the Down Kanchenjunga Express
near Rangapani railway station in North Bengal
— must prompt conscientious citizens to ask the
government the following question: has the rail-
ways been derailed on account of compromises in
safety standards? Answers to questions specific
to this tragedy must also be found. For instance,
why was the goods train allowed to run at a speed
higher than the prescribed norm? How did both
ill-fated trains land on the same track? Was the ac-
cident the result of human error? The chairman
of the railway board has blamed the mishap on the
driver of the goods train. But human error does
not happen without a cause. Data suggest that
over 18,000 posts for loco pilots and assistant loco
pilots have been lying vacant for years. The result-
ant shortage of manpower has led to train drivers
working far longer shifts, enhancing the chances
of mistakes. The working conditions during sum-
mer are an additional challenge too. The disbur-
sal of modern technology has not been up to the
mark either. Senior railway officials have stated
that Kavach, an automatic train protection sys-
tem, field trials for which began way back in 2016,
has been deploved in less than 1,500 Kilometres of
railway tracks: the Indian Railways, incidentally,
coversa total of 70,000 km in terms of tracks.

The political Opposition is, unsurprisingly,
eager to ask tough questions of the powers that
be who seem to believe that they are above the
principle of accountability. The politics is of sec-
ondary importance, but not the queries. This is
because the railways has suffered serious acci-
dents in the recent past, raising concern not only
about tardy investments in safety equipment but
also the government’s lopsided priorities. There
is, in fact, a case to argue that the Narendra Modi
government accords greater importance to pop-
ulism — is India’s bullet train initiative meant to
camouflage critical gaps that are endangering the
lives of ordinary passengers? — than the health of
therailways. The needs of the hour should be obvi-
ous. The modernisation of railway infrastructure
along with the completion of safety templates like
Kavach must beginon a war footing, The excuse of
prohibitive costs cannot be used as a fig leaf any
longer. There must also be a complete re-evalua-
tion of railway projects so that passenger safety
gains priority over expensive undertakings that
may turn out to be the proverbial white elephant
on tracks.

A victory for constitutional values

Beloved document

ARGHYA SENGUPTA

rime Minister Narendra Modi
took his cath of office on June
9, Sunday, swearing true faith
and allegiance to the Constitu-
tion of India. What his faith and
allegiance to the Constitution actually
entail became a bone of contention in
this election campaign. A testament to
the centrality of the Constitution was
the sight of Rahul Gandhi holding up
a pocketbook copy of it in the INDIA
bloc's first press conference after the
results were announced. The campaign
had been a “fight to save the Constitu-
tion” he declared and congratulated all
those who had fought and won. That the
Constitution has won the day has beena
common refrain since. But what does it
mean for the Constitution to win?
Symbaolically, the Constitution won
in two distinct ways. First, it became a
topic of everyday conversation in a way
it has rarely been in independent India.
The Constitution, the longest of any
country, written in dense legalese, has
always remained a somewhat abstract
thing. Engagement with its concepts —
like liberty, equality and fraternity —
was left to courts, its promises — special
measures for backward classes, temple
entry for all — mostly the stuff of polit-
ical rhetoric. Apart from a brief period
during the Emergency and the Janata
Party government that followed, it has
never been perceived by ordinary citi-
zens as shaping everyday life in India.
But over the course of the last two
months, the Constitution came alive.
During my travels, from Manipur to
Mumbai, it became clear that voters
were struck by concern that a landslide
majority for the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party may lead to an upending of their
everyday lives and opportunities. While
this was a vague apprehension in the
beginning, by the end of the campaign it
had morphed into a distinctly articulat-
ed fear — that the BJP would fundamen-
tally alter tribe and caste-based reserva-
tions promised by the Constitution.
With the public narrative being
set in these terms early in the cam-
paign, both sides, the government and
the Opposition, tried to outdo each
other in declaring their fidelity to the
Constitution. This was not in the form
of a constitutional debate about the
merits of caste-based versus econom-
ic criteria-based reservations. Indian
elections have rarely twrmed on such
policy questions with deep ideological
roots. Neither did this one. Instead, it
was a dog-and-the-bone style contest to
claim the constitutional handkerchief.
The Constitution won because its moral
force was plain for all to see.
Substantively, the election results
were more directly a victory for the peo-
ple, rather than the Constitution itself,
which was reinforced as a result. The
lessons from this mandate are many.
But a headline that has emerged is that
a mighty, majority government has now

Arghya Sengupta is Research
Director, Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy.
Views are personal

been forced to be accommodative to stay
on in power. This is a classic case of a
popular belief in checks and balances
— that if the people in power are forced
to work with people they would rather
not work with, decisive outcomes will
follow. India’s liberalisation came from
such a government, as did the nuclear
tests in Pokhran. The 2024 mandate is a
pause button on baafiubali politics and a
return to the coalition era that preceded
it. The way the NDA 3.0 government has
taken shape now — with a majority of
B.JP ministers holding plum ministries
— may appear to belie this belief. But
the vagaries of coalition politics — com-
promise and conciliation — will soon be-
come clear for all tosee.

The ideas of such coalition govern-
ments, and checks and balances more
broadly, were not core to the framing
of the Indian Constitution. Quite to the
contrary, the Constitution creates a
mighty government, untrammelled by
too many internal checks, from the judi-
ciary or the legislature, or external ones,
like referendum or recall by citizens. It
was written at a time when a majority
government was inevitable and was de-
signed to equip it with the powers nec-
essary to deliver change. The people's
mandate this time — accommodate oth-
ers or perish — is a triumph of electoral
democracy.

Equally, it is a triumph of the Indian
federal set-up. The Constitution creates
a federation but then vests a wholerange
of powers in the Union government that
makes it all-powerful. The last 10 years

of non-coalition governments meant
that this constitutional vision was ser-
viced by the ‘One Nation, One X' range
of programmes. Whether that is desir-
able or not is a distinct matter and de-
pends on what X might be. But as a phi-
losophy, it is homogenising, often unable
or unwilling to recognise India’s great-
est source of uniqueness — its diversity.

A key takeaway of the 2024 man-
date is that the four most politically
significant states in national politics in
terms of seats if not importance, in the
MNorth, South, East and West — Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and
Maharashtra — have voted decisive-
ly against the incumbent government
in Mew Delhi. The message is loud and
clear from four wings of the country —
India is one, but its oneness should not
be mistaken for sameness.

The Constitution wins when its val-
ues of justice, liberty, equality and fra-
ternity win. The election results are an
expression of free popular will, a con-
test about what it means to be equal, a
renewed commitment to secure justice
for historic wrongs, and a clear message
that fraternity is not the same thing as
uniformity. Prime Minister Modi and
his NDA government are the people's
choice to deliver on this mandate. But
this time, when they ascended the steps
of Rashtrapati Bhavan to take theiroath
of office, the values of the Constitution
reinforced authoritatively by the voters
perhaps rang alittle more loudly in their
ears. Only time will tell how it shapes
their decisions.

Complex
rhetoric

SAMIR NAZARETH

video on social media

showing a young lady
complaining about an inci-
dent at the airport that had
embarrassed her parents.
She was taking her parents
on their first flight and they
had stopped to have a bite
inside the airport. The food
was served with cutlery.
But her parents did not know
how to use these and, she
claims, were embarrassed
as everyone else was using
them. The provision of
cutlery and the absence of
wash basins near eateries,
she argued, were symbols
of colonisation. The video
ended with the demand that
spaces be decolonised.

The concept of decoloni-
sation is not new; nor does it
have a single route. The many
battles against the colonising
Britishand, then, thefreedom
struggle were all attempts
at decolonising. The estab-
lishment of India as a nation
was the first step of decolo-
nisation. The Constitution,
too, is a tool of decoloni-
sation because it rebuilds
what  colonisation  and
millennia of monarchy left
asunder. The now-forgot-
ten five-year plans, India’s
Panchsheel, the G-77, Saarc
and so on were all efforts at
decolonisation.

However, the concept of
decolonisation took on a new
face after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi made his
‘1200 years of slavery’ speech
in 2014. What was till then a
silent national effort mor-
phed into a pseudo-revivalist
nationalistic exercise that
involved government policy-
making and socioreligious
reconfiguration to promote
a version of history that is
at invariance to what had ac-
tually occurred.

Decolonisation is the pro-
cess of the indigenous taking
back all that has been influ-
enced through centuries of
colonisation. The concept is
amorphous and, therefore,
can include everything, from
language to food to social
spaces to education and so
on. But who defines what is
indigenous? Who defines the
colonial period? Who defines
what needs to be decolonised?
These questions, and many
others, are important given
India's varied and rich his-
tory and the potential conse-

Irecently came across a

Samir Nazareth is the
author of 1400 Bananas, 76
Towns and 1 Million People

quences of these answers on
today s India.

For example, as per the
Indian Tea Association, tea,
which originated in China,
was introduced to India by
the British in 1774. ‘Chai’, the
Indian word for tea, comes
from the Mandarin word,
ch'a. The Portuguese call
tea ‘cha’. The Portuguese
reached India in 1498 and
China in 1513. Is it then possi-
ble that it was the Portuguese
who infroduced tea to India?
Given that India is one of the
largest consumers of tea,
who then colonised whom in
this instance?

Decolonising would also
necessitate discussions on
the idea of the indigenous.
The Hindutva-led indige-
nous Aryan theory posits
that Aryans were from the
subcontinent, while the Out
of India theory, backed by sci-
entific rigour, suggests that
Arvans are Indo-European. If
Aryans, indeed, are not indig-
enous, who would be the col-
onists in this instance? What
then becomes of this land's
philosophy and the myriads
of indigenous religions? What
about Hindwtva's agerieved
self-righteous  reclamation
of the past? What would it
stand on?

The removal of cutlery
as a decolonising putsch of
Indian cuisine will be a sham
given the nation's salivation
over the samosa and the
Jjalebi — both of which have
foreign  origins, as does
the ubiquitous potato. But
then would Hindustani and
Carnatic music be better
without the Mohan veena, vi-
olin and trombone?

Many identify Hindutva
as an attempt to decolonise
India and Indian mindsets.
Thus, the new Padiament
building, the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, the Ram
mandir and the muscular
foreign policy. The decolonis-
ing project should logically
include supplanting it with
something indigenous and,
therefore, better. But has the
Hindutva-led decolonising of
our mind and country freed
us from bigotry, casteism,
divisiveness, and the feudal
mentality that lead to unac-
countability, subservience
and fealty to anthority?

Decolonising the mind
and spaces is as important
as that which replaces it. If
decolonising leads to anoth-
er form of colonising, is it
not just shifting people from
the proverbial frying pan to
the fire?
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Uninvited guest

B Sir— While addressing
an oufreach session on
the sidelines of the G7
Summit in [taly, the prime
minister, Narendra Modi,

RESUME

. ——-—

has granted the Delhi

Police sanction to prose-
cute Arundhati Roy under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act for com-
ments she made at a seminar
in 2010 that allegedly pro-

stated that the Lok Sabha ‘ P moted Kashmiri separatism.
election results, which gave - This indicates that the newly
him a historic third term B e ey o sworn-in Narendra Modi
in power, werea victoryfor [ = EmTmEETmEes government is keen on con-
democracy. Modi seems to R ] tinuing with its old ways of
have conveniently forgotten S S suppressing dissent and in-
the fact that he was givena R RN carcerating activists, public
stern warning by the Indian intellectuals, academics and
electorate — the Bharatiya journalists. The bid to prose-
Janata Party lost majority - cute Roy in a 14-year-old case
in the Lok Sabha for the first | — - B is a glaring misuse of power.
time in 10 vears and had to As a citizen of a demo-
depend on its allies to form cratic country, Roy is entitled
the government. to freely express her views.
The resultshighiighted Honesty counts Roy has boona staunch erc
that an autocraticstyle of the palicies of the ruling
of governance, fostering WSir — It is very common for job applicants to inflate their dispensation. The decision to
religious polarisation and past work experiences and embellish their professional qual-  prosecute her isthus an in-
the suppression of the Opp- ifications on resumes in order to stand out in a highly com- stance of vendetta politics.
osition, all of which the Modi  petitive environment. In fact, reports show that in the United
government has done, will States of America the number of people looking to lie on re-  G. David Milton,

not be taken lightly by the
voters. This should be a les-
son for other democraciesin

sumes has increased by nearly 20% from 2022 to 2023. But
a recent job applicant in a Bengaluru-based company stood
out for being candid. When asked to describe the reasons that

Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

®Sir— The prosecution

SCRIPSI

¢ A man’s work is nothing but this slow trek to redis-
cover, through the detours of art, those two or three
great and simple images in whose presence his heart

i »
Jirst opened. ALBERT CAMUS

the world. make one a good fit for the role, the applicant wrote that he sanction against Arundhati
desperately needed the job so that he could marry his child- Roy and the Kashmir-

M.C. Vijay Shankar, hood sweetheart. While the answer may not say anything based academician, Sheikh

Chennai about his professional skills, he might have scored brownie Showkat Hussain, under the
points with the hiring manager for his honesty. stringent provisions of the

mSir— The Bharativa UAPA ignites an old debate

Janata Party leader, Niket Lakhani, about how the law has been

Subramanian Swamy, has Gurgaon

raised a pertinent question:

why did Narendra Modi

speak atthe G7 proceedings B Sir — In “Guest appear- erb, “Begani shaadi mein

when he was not invited todo  ance” (June 16), Mukul Abdullah deewana” (being

so? India is not a part of the Kesavan ponders whether overtly involved in someone

G7. Modi's presence atthe India should even have else’s affair). Modi should

Summit, Swamy argues, was  been at the G7 Summit. have skipped the summitand

anattemptto “bluff” Indians. Narendra Modi's visittothe  focused on crises at home.

The trip was an exercise in summit is being touted as an

self-aggrandisement asModi  achievement. But thiswasno  Avinash Godboley,

wanted to bask in the glory different from the many for- Dewas, Madhya Pradesh

all‘ the results of the general eign tli;ips that hl':ea hatl_s ’féfide =

elections. over the years that failed to o e
achieve meaningful bilateral Vendetta po litics S

Tharcius S. Fernando, cooperation. It reminded HSir — The lieutenant-gov-

Chennai me of the old Hindi prov- ernor of Delhi, V.K. Saxena, Victim of vendetta

methodically used by the
government to silence critics.
One wonders whether the
lientenant-governor was pro-
vided with adequate evidence
against Roy and Hussain to
arrive at his decision.

S.K. Choudhury,
Bengaluru

Inherent flaws

B Sir — Around 90 countries
participated in a summit

in Lucerne, Switzerland,
last week to end the Russia-
Ukraine war(“Drums of
peace”, June 15). Thisisa
welcome step. However,
Russia, the aggressor in the
conflict, and its key ally,
China, were not part of the
summit. Any peace resolu-
tion adopted at the meeting
will thus not be binding on
them.

In another case, a cease-
fire backed by the United
States of America to ensure
peace in Gaza has been
accepted by both Israel and
Hamas. But with the [sraeli
leaders stipulating a rider —
Tel Aviv will not stop the war
until the Palestinian armed
group is obliterated — the
deal is destined for failure.
These have stoked misgivings
about the success of such
collective global efforts.

Sanjit Ghatak,
South 24 Parganas

m Sir — The editorial,
“Drums of peace”, expressed
pessimism over the sincerity
of the recent global initia-
tives for restoring peace in
strife-torn Gaza and Ukraine.
In fact, the mediators among
the warring factions have
been acting on their vested
interests, making it difficult

to achieve peace. For in-
stance, the US and the West
are serving their own stra-
tegic interests by supplying
arms to Ukraine which is, in
turn, boosting theirdomes-
tic economies. The world
will continue to be marred
by perennial conflicts with
such half-hearted attempts
at peace.

Ardhendu Chakraborty,
Calcutta

®Sir— “Drums of peace”
exposed the farce that was
the Ukraine peace summit.
A peace treaty isnot pos-
sible without the presence

Flawed approach

of both Vladimir Putin

and Volodymyr Zelensky

at the negotiation table.
Superpowers being engaged
inthe armsrace is also hin-
dering peace.

Brij Bhushan Goyal,
Ludhiana

A"
Letters should be sent to:
The Telegraph
& Prafulla Sarkar Streat,
Calcutta 700001
ttedit@abp.in
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Impact of RBI’s draft
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MANAS R DAS o
oodinfrastructure I O ( :Ct nal lC( : I lO I I I l S
O tax, and to PpICaSC projectsensuregood
) economicgrowth.
. , . However, building . . . .
Personal income tax regime cries out for reform infrastructureis full of RISK WORRIES. The way forward lies in allowing banks to mobilise
uncertainties and risks forall long-term deposits and reviving development financial institutions
educing personal income tax and stakeholders.

Besides, such projects are highly
capital-intensive, time-consuming and
vulnerable to cost overruns due to delays
atvarious stages.

Accordingto the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation, by
December 2023, out of 1,820
infrastructure projects with investment

simplifying individual tax laws should

be a priority area in the upcoming Union
Budget for 2024-25. It has been five years now since
the Centre transitioned domestic companiesto a
lower tax regime. It is moot if this has led to higher
capital investments or job creation by India Inc. But
it has certainly led to more pressure on the &f)gfgifi%iiogﬁfﬁéﬁfgf_ﬁi
individual taxpayer to do the heavy lifting on tax crore. ’
collections, while she faces a peak tax incidence of Duetotheseissues, initially, the
40 per cent or more. governments used to build

POCKET

There is acute disenchantment among
the middle-class with the last two NDA
governments for not giving them any tax
concessions. Though individual taxpayers
have been offered an exemption-free, new
regime, there are not enough incentives to
make the switch. Material changes are
therefore in order. Rising cost of living has
substantially lifted the threshold income
for the salaried class to make ends meet,
especially when they migrate to the cities
for employment. Tax-payers simply do not
find the new tax regime rewarding enough,
especiallyif they’re eligible for exemptions
and deductions under the old one. What’s
needed are sunset clauses for the popular
exemptions/deductions under the old
regime while increasing the standard
deduction to arespectable level of at least
X1.51akh in the new one, from the current
350,000, to incentivise the shift. This will
also help cover expenses such as rent which
non-salaried professionals are eligible to
deduct from their income. The basic slab at
%3 lakhin the new regime is, again, too low
and has not kept pace with inflation. The
Centre must consider raising the
zero-rated slab to at least X5 lakh.

Tax incidence on middle-income earners
in the new regime is also too high with the
30 per cent rate kicking in at an income
level of X15 lakh; this needs upward
revision to say, 20 lakh. Section 80C has
outlived its utility and it’s time for a sunset
clause. Forced savings in the Employees
Provident Fund, Public Provident Fund,
insurance-cum-savings plans etc are
sub-optimal for young savers targeting
inflation-beating returns; they are
gravitating towards market-linked
products. A high standard deduction can
help these savers to invest in instruments
of their choice. If the government is keen to
nudge savers towards specific instruments
such bank deposits or government bonds,
returns on these instruments should be
exempt from tax. The deduction on home
loan interest in the old regime can be
phased out and substituted instead by an
interest subvention scheme for one
self-occupied property.

Finally, there is alot of angst about the
surcharge on incomes above ¥50 lakh. But
this is alevy that needs to be retained. India
is home to large income disparities. Making
the top percentile of earners part with more
for welfare spending on the less well-off is
critical to delivering equity, without
recourse to draconian methods such as
wealth tax.

RAVIKANTH

infrastructure. However, with the
government finances runninginto
deficits over time, private entrepreneurs
were invited to fund, build and run these
projects either in partnership or singly.
The private stakeholders raised capital
(equityand debt) through several means
including the capital market,and
borrowings from banks/non-banks.

Theinfrastructure projects propelled
the country’s gross fixed capital
formation/gross domestic productratio
(atcurrent prices) from 26.9 per centin
2019-20t030.8 per centin 2023-24.
Similarly, the NSE-30 Infrastructure
Index (closing values) zoomed from
2,360.50 (March-end 2020) t0 8,336.0
(March-end 2024).

INFRASTRUCTURE LOANS - RISKS
Infrastructureloansare ‘lumpy’,and the
financiers (banks/non-banks) encounter
several risks of which, in our view, two are
important.

Asset-Liability Mismatch (ALM)
Risk: Banks mobilise short-and
medium-term savings (inIndia,
maximumupto 10years) froma
multitude of saversand lend these to
several potentially profitable
investments (includinglong-term
projects). Banksbalance this process of
‘financial intermediation’in suchaway
that their depositors, in general, can
withdraw their deposits withinterest ‘on
demand’.

In caseabank defaults in paying off
these depositors, then aliquidity crisis is
mostlikelyto emerge, which, if not
managed properly, mayeventually
trigger abank run. Liquidity crisisis
exacerbated because such ‘lumpy’
projectsare normally ‘illiquid’.

For example, the Northern Rock,a
small bankin Northern Englandand
Ireland, failed in the aftermath of
2007-09 crisis due to ALM coupled with
inappropriate liquiditymanagement.

Concentrationrisk: Ingeneral, the
concentrationriskarisesfrom
“imperfectdiversification”. According to
the Basle Committee on Banking
Supervision, one of the two types of
imperfect diversification that makes
banks’ credit portfolios vulnerable to this
risk, isthe “sector” concentration which

Running family businesses can be quite

occurs when abankis unable to perfectly
diversify the systematic components of
riskacross sectoral factors.

Several banks incurred huge losses
following failures of ‘lumpy’ projectslike
Enron, Worldcom and Parmalat. Even
the systemic stabilitywas threatened.

RBIDRAFT FRAMEWORK

The RBI Draft “Prudential Framework
for Income Recognition, Asset
Classification and Provisioning
pertaining to Advances - Projects Under
Implementation”, released for
comments on May 3, 2024, aims at
harmonising “prudential framework for
financing of projectsin Infrastructure,
Non-Infrastructureand Commercial
Real Estate sectors by regulated entities.”

The Draft proposes toincrease the
provisioning requirement on standard
assets to ‘up tofive per cent’ by March
2027.

Other proposalsinclude higher
provisions for delayed projects,
tightened exposure criteria,
classification of such loan accounts, and
maintaining project-specificdata.

LIKELY IMPLICATIONS

The guidelines areadampener for
project finance and will adversely affect
creditavailability to the infrastructure
sector. Given the earlier experience,
besideslikely delinquencies, thelow
interestyield and tenor mismatch would
make itacommercially marginal
proposal.

The guidelines will
adversely affect credit to
infra sector. Still, the
interest rate will likely
remain below that for
agriculture and MSMEs.

Some view the guidelines as
favourable because these will reduce the
bigheadache of financing infrastructure
projects stuffed with several risks,and to
manage these banks don’thave the
required skillsets and technical
capabilities. Theyare happywith the pure
‘financial intermediation’ function of
banks.

However, theworried lotisthe
entrepreneursincluding the government
sector for whom the cost of borrowing
willincrease. Still, the interest rate for
infrastructure loans will likely remain
belowthat foragriculture, large
industries and Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises.

The Date of Commencement of
Commercial Operationsis emphasised
in order to motivate the entrepreneurs to
reduce delayin starting operationand
costoverruns.

ISALM LURKING?

Asmentioned earlier, the crucial ALM
riskundermines the core function of
banks. But the question is: has there been
anALM ‘event’at the systemlevelin the
recentyears, especiallyfavouring
long-term projects?

Since bank balance sheets don’t
disclose maturity bucket-wise
distribution of their depositsandloans
over five years, itis conjectured that
perhapsthedraft guidelinesarea
proactive measure against the possibility
ofanyALM riskin the near future.

However, based on the March-end
2023 dataon concentration ofloansin
the top 20 borrowersin 21 banks (12
publicand nine private), it was observed
thatthe concentration per borrower was
ashigh as<5,085 crore,implying
inclusion of some project/infrastructure
loans. Inaggregate, suchborrowers
constituted 12.5 per cent of the total
outstandingloans of 21 banks.

CEOs need to navigate the complex web of familial relations and deliver results

—
P Saravanan
A Paul Williams

predominantlywith family-run

conglomerates, afact that presentsa
unique set of challenges and
opportunities for C-suite executives.
Navigating this environment requiresa
deft touch, blending professional
acumen with an understanding of
intricate family dynamics. CEOsand
other C-suite leaders must master the art
of balancing authoritywith diplomacy.

These leaders often report directly to

family patriarchs or matriarchs, who may
hold strong opinions and preferences.
Decision-making can be swift, driven by a
deepunderstanding of the company’s
historyand values, butit canalsobe
susceptible to emotional factors and
interpersonal relationships.

I ndia’s business landscape is marked

NAVIGATING THE LANDSCAPE
Attheheart of many family businesses
liesacomplexweb of relationships
where personal ties intertwine with
business interests. This unique dynamic
often givesrise toa phenomenonknown
as the principal-agent conflict;a concept
rooted inagency theory. This theory
examines the relationship between

principals (owners or shareholders) and
agents (managers or employees).

Ithighlights the potential for agents to
prioritise their own interests, which may
notalign with those of the principals. In
the context of family firms, the
principal-agent problem takesona
nuanced dimension. Family members
entrusted with leadership roles maybe
motivated by transferring the wealth to
the next generation possiblyat the
expense of maximising profits. This
misalignment of interests can manifest
invarious ways, from nepotismand
information asymmetryto entrenched
power and lack of accountability.

Appointment of outside leadersis
recognised asa viable strategy to mitigate
the aboveissue. External expertsinject
objectivity and impartiality into
decision-making processes, as these
leaders are not bound by family ties or
loyalties. Their decisions are driven by
what is best for the business, free from
emotional biases that might influence
family members.

Outside leaders often bring a wealth of
experience and specialised knowledge
gained from working in diverse
environments, which can prove
invaluable in tackling complex
challenges and driving innovation. The
fresh perspectives that they offer could

FAMILY BUSINESSES. Change and
Continuit)I/lsmcwHOTo

challenge existingassumptions,
fosteringa culture of continuous
improvement. Their presence also helps
todefuse tensions and conflicts that may
ariseamong family members competing
for power or influence. However, the
challenges faced by outside leaders are
alsounique.

BALANCING ACT

‘While familybusinesses value skilled
professionals who can drive growthand
innovation, theyalso prioritise the
involvement of family members, oftenin
key positions. This createsaunique
power dynamic where C-suite executives
mustnot only deliver outstanding results
but also navigate the complexweb of
familial connections. Building trustand

EMMANUAL YOGINI

SOME PROPOSALS

Willthe National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and Development along
with the National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund, the country’s first
sovereign wealth fund, be able to meet
the humongous demand for
infrastructure loans?

Itisfelt that perhaps the government
may have torevive the ‘Development
Financial Institutions’ concept which
existed earlier, and these institutions
(e.g., Industrial Development Bank of
India,and Industrial Creditand
Investment Corporation of India) had
access toassured sources of long-term
andlow-cost funds. These institutions
were converted into universal banks
following the S HKhan Committee
Report (1998).

The commercial banks can help
provided theyare allowed to mobilise
long-term deposits, say, for over 10years’
maturity.

Thehurdleishowtodetermine rates
ofinterest for ‘over 10 years’ deposits?
This can be mitigated by the increasing
availability of dataand advanced
econometric models now.

Another proposalis toallowthe
Domestic - Systemically Important
Banksaswell as select bigbanks (maybe
afteranother round of mergers) toenter
intoinfrastructure projects.

Banks should have their own project
appraisal, monitoringand evaluation
specialists fromvarious disciplines
depending on projects theyare financing.
Outsourcingthese functions, instead of
doingin-house, is vulnerable to
window-dressing.

Finally, banks should disclose the
maturity pattern of theirassetsand
liabilities for ‘over five years’ too.

Thewriterisaformer senior economist, SBI. Views
expressedare personal

a challenge

rapportwith both family and non-family
stakeholders is essential.

Despite the challenges, many
executives find familybusinesses tobe
incredibly fulfilling. The close
connection to ownership often
translates to greater autonomyanda
deeper sense of purpose. The shared
values and close-knit culture can create a
strong sense of community within the
organisation.

Moreover, familybusinesses often
take along-term view, prioritising
sustainable growth over short-term
gains.

In conclusion, leading within the
familybusiness structure isaunique
journey, fraught with challenges yet
brimming with the potential for
immense satisfaction. It necessitatesa
special blend of business acumen,
interpersonal finesse, and cultural
sensitivity.

This unique blend of professional
expertise and familial understanding can
create a powerful formula for success,
enabling C-suite leaders toleave alasting
impact onboth the business and the
familybehind it.

SaravananisaProfessor of financeand accountingat IM
Tiruchirappalliand Williams is Head of Indiaat Sernova
Financial
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Rationalising taxes

In the backdrop of a continuing
slump in household consumption
and subdued private sector
investments, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
could consider measures aimed at
rationalising tax structure,
tinkering specifically with the tax
rates for lower income segments
in the union budget 2024-25 to be
unveiled soon.

Rationalising tax structure would

help boost household
consumption, thereby pushing

Along with a comprehensive
review of existing tax systems in
the country, GST rates also need
to be rationalised, which now
affects awider segment of the
population. Concerted measures
toincrease the tax base, reduce

private capital in M Jeyaram
consumer-focused sectors and Sholavandan
providing a fillip to economic

activity. Food worries

the tax burden,and ease compliance
also brook no delay.

Apropos, ‘A volcano of food scarcity
is waiting to explode’, (June 18). One
of the most significant impacts of
climate change is on our food
system. It affects the way we
produce as well as consume food.
The impact is even moreona

food products.
N Sadhasiva Reddy

Bengaluru

Polarised polity

rightly portrays the fallacies

predominantly agrarian economy
like India. Climate change damages
the crop,and food supply, prompting
aphenomenal rise in the price of

Apropos the article ‘The paradoxes
of polarisation’, (June 17),the author

perpetrated on our polity by the left

vs right narrative and resultant
intellectual corrosion by converging
in their follies.

The supposed predominance of
vociferous advocates of either side
creates an eco-system that beats its
own trumpet.

The author’s lament, “what worse
fate can befallasociety”, echoes the
feelings of a vast majority of
concerned citizens.

Jose Abraham

Vaikom (Kerala)
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K

Published by Nirmala Lakshman at No 19&21, Bhagwan Mahaveer Road, Bengaluru-560001 and Printed by C. Sridhar at Plot No. 13-D, Bommasandra-Jigani Link Road, KIADB Industrial Area, Bommasandra, Anekal Taluk, Bengaluru -560099 on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Raghuvir Srinivasan (Editor responsible for selection of news under the PRP Act).

ISSN 0971 - 7528

BG-BGE.



BENGALURU

W. N <
businessline.
WEDNESDAY - JUNE 19 - 2024

think -bl -5

Banks and climate finance

A to-do list for bankers is essential

L]
PVS Suryakumar
N Srinivasan

wo decades ago, the RBI
I recognised the necessity of

managingrisks andissued
guidelines for establishing risk
management departments
(RMDs). Risk management
practices are integral to banks
today. Specialised staffidentify,
quantifyrisks and suggest risk
mitigation plans.

Climate change hasbroughta
new category of risk that banks
need toreckon with. Risks to
assets, population and economy
arereal. Identificationand
quantification of risks posed by
climate change atborrowers’and
bankers’levelis complex.
Protocols have tobe established to
assess and measure risks, increase
capacities of borrowersand
bankers, ensure their adaptionand
eventuallyintegrate climate risks
into the overall risk framework.

In comparison, standalone
RMDs’ tasks are simple and yet
took time to establish. Risks posed
by climate change are non-linear,
notbackward looking and difficult
tomodel/predict. Bankers must,
therefore, prepare for thelong
haul, by nudging staff to develop
competencies.

The RBIisamember of Basel
Committee onbank supervision
and adapted its principles of
climate-related financial risks. It
presented a discussion paper on
climate risks in July 2022, made
three announcementsinits
February 2023 MPC statement
andissued draft disclosure
guidelines on climate related
financial risks in February 2024.

The guidelines mandate
disclosures on governance,
strategy, risk management,
metricsandtargets,and aglide
pathtoenable banksand
borrowers address climate related
risksand transition tolow carbon
economy. Establishment ofa
robust ESG frameworkin
financial sector entitiesand
synchronised reportage at country
levelis the ultimate objective.

Bankshave toapplya climate
lens totheir creditappraisaland
risk management systems,
measure risks and incorporate
theminloan pricing. Butits
operational pathisintricate.

Asabank, initial work relates to
identifying differences between:
(a) ground level climate resilience
(greeninitiatives) that need
financing; and (b) banklevel
climateriskstoitsassetsandits
operations. RBI guidelines
primarily focus on banks’
recognition of their climate risks
(especially disclosures), leaving

RISK. Banks must hone
measurment skills

green financingaspects to
‘governance and strategy’ of
banks. Banks should focus on
measurement and disclosures as
alsoon financing green activities.
Itisin this context,a ‘To-Do’ listis
proposed.

Setup aninternalteamto
strategise and operationalise RBI’s
draftdisclosure guidelines.
Bottom-up thinkingand
learning-by-doing builds
ownership.

Banks should categorise their
existingloanassets as ‘green’
(positive effect on climate), ‘blue’
(no positive or negative effect)
and ‘grey’ (negative effect). Banks
mustdevelopaninternal
working-framework, take help of
experts,if need be, as official
taxonomyisunder development.
Development of ‘simple and
non-negotiable norms’ to qualify
assets.

Colour classification of assets
and measurement of risk givesa
broad measure of climate risks.
Exact measurementis not easy,
but without measurement we
cannot moveahead!

Enhance appraisal and risk
rating process with climate related
financial risks including credit
decision parameters.

Develop and incorporate
climateriskindicatorsinthe
enterpriserisk framework. The
indicators canbebased on
sensitivity to
temperature/water/extreme
weather/GHG emission/etc.

Transforming climate science
into climate economicsisnot
straightforward. Assumptions
that some assets are green could
be fallacious. EVs are considered
green. But what about thermal
power whichis charging EV
batteries? Likewise, new-age fuel
hydrogenhas three shades [green,
blueand grey].

Everyoneistryingtolearnand
measure climate change related
financial risks. Itisgood tohone
the skillsand knowledge
internally.

Suryakumar is former Deputy Managing
Director, NABARD. Srinivasan isadevelopment
consultant. Viewsare personal

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

June 19,2004

Relief package for farmers announced

The United Progressive Alliance has announced a comprehensive
debt-restructuring package for the country’s agricultural community. All farmers
who have suffered losses on account of successive droughts, floods or other
calamities in districts declared as ‘calamity-affected’ by the State Governments
concerned will be given the facility of debt rescheduling.

Can ties with China improves

The ties look stalemated, for now. In border regions both sides have been building their capabilities

THE WIDER
ANGLE.

PARAN BALAKRISHNAN

t’s the great question that Indian

foreign policymakers have to

confront: Is the India-China

relationship going from bad to

worse? That’s the issue the Modi
government has to face now that it has
won another election — albeit with a
smaller majority. It has sent out one
signal by announcing that we are going
torename 30 places in Tibet. For its part,
China’s President Xi Jinping hasn’t
congratulated Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on his election victory. That’s
obviously a signal of sorts. But Xi did
take a month to wish Joe Biden after his
election.

The Chinese are very clear about
India. It’s the largest of the Asian powers
— except possibly Japan — but it
shouldn’t aspire to play in the same
league as China. We can hold
innumerable rounds of border talks but
shouldn’t expect them to move back
evenaninch in regions like the Depsang
Plains and Demchok. If they aren’t going
to budge on the border should we cave in
to their demand to separate the military
stand-off from relations on all other
subjects? That definitelyisn’t about to
happen in the near future. So
India-China relations look stalemated
for the foreseeable future. Says one
China expert: “The Chinese keep saying
the border dispute should be kept in its
proper place. What we have occupied
you should take it that it is ours. And you
should not say anything about it.”

How could that change in the coming
years? India’s efforts to stop buying
Chinese products have been
unsuccessful and imports from China
have climbed to $101.7 billion in fiscal
2024, making it our top trading partner,
even ahead of the US. Still the Chinese
recognise that India could be ahuge
market and, if we show signs of rapid
growth, they’d like to be in the game.

China and Xi Jinping see the world as
atroubled place in which the US is trying
to maintain its hegemony above
everyone else. All other countries like

STATISTALK.

PUSHING AHEAD. China’s President Xi Jinping has instructed the People’s Liberation Army that it should take an aggressive stand pri

India are bit players in the titanic battle
between the two giants. A small set of
Chinese scholars reckon that India has
tried to steer a neutral course in the past
but they are in a tiny minority.

In aworld where the US is determined
to maintain its hegemony, China must
also flex its muscles to show that it
means business. From 2013 onwards Xi
instructed the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) that it should take an aggressive
stand in every theatre. For India that
meant an increasing number of
stand-offs between the PLA and Indian
troops. At Galwan in 2020 that finally
turned into a full-fledged battle with
casualties even though no shots were
fired.

China has built
hundreds of xiaokang
or model villages near
the Indian border. These
could serve a military
purpose in case of conflict.

Since then, India-China relations
have been down in the dumps. In the
border regions both sides have been
building their capability. China has built
hundreds of xiaokang or model villages
near the Indian border. These could
serve a military purpose in case of
conflict. Also, it has been upgrading its
air defences in Tibet. India too is
upgrading its strength and currently
building a second parallel runway at its
Lehairbase.

ACTION IN NEIGHBOURHOOD
But the greater battle between India and
Chinais possibly in the Indian Ocean
and also surrounding countries like
Pakistan, the Maldives, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh. India has been flexing its
muscles to prevent China’s survey ships
from docking in Sri Lanka. In the
Maldives, these survey ships have only
docked but not conducted any research
in Maldivian territorial waters.

China’s economic slowdown has also
meant that it’s throwing much less
money into the Belt and Road Initiative

Compiled Arunachalam Vaidyanathan | Graphic Visveswaran V

Insights on India’s household sector

A report on financials of Indian households has provided some interesting insights. While the availability of mobile
phones is ubiquitous across India, less than 10% of households possess cars. The savings rate of Indian households is
noticeably higher than those in many developed countries. India's debt-to-GDP ratio is significantly lower than that of
many developed countries, thus not posing any systemic risks. While the share of deposits in financial savings has
decreased steadily, that of life insurance and equities have increased. The rapid surge in demat accounts points to

higher equity holdings in the future.
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(BRI). Work on the Colombo Port is still
ongoing but many other projects in
South Asia have slowed or even halted.
China has a 99-year lease on Sri Lanka’s
Hambantota Port but very few ships
dock there. It’s strategically placed near
India but brings in hardly any revenues.
And when Sri Lanka was in dire
economic straits it was India which
stumped up about $4 billion in cash and
commodities. The Chinese declined to
ease up onits debts.

Pakistan’s debts to China have also
climbed steeply and it’s clear the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
projects won’t generate much revenue.
Pakistan had hoped to turn Gwadar Port
into a ‘mini-Dubai’ but that was
obviously pie-in-the-sky wishful
thinking. Gwadar will basically only
benefit the Chinese.

The fact is that China also has its own
economic issues to deal with and rising
youth unemployment. Under these
circumstances will we see a slightly less
fire-breathing dragon? That’s an
outcome that India can only hope for.

Short take

EU’s new emission
rules may not apply
for long-haul flights

|
Kate Abnett
Conor Humphries

he European Commission has
I drafted plans to exempt long-haul

flights from rules on monitoring
their non-CO2 emissions, after
international carriers lobbied for an
opt-out, documents seen by Reuters
showed. The EU is developing plans to
require airlines to track and report their
contribution to climate change from
January 2025 — not only from carbon
dioxide, but also soot, nitrogen oxides
and water vapour.

Airlines’ non-CO2 emissions have at
least as important an impact on global
warming as their CO2 output, according
to the EU’s aviation safety authority. A
draft Commission proposal for the new
rules, seen by Reuters, would exclude
international flights — defined by the

Currency * Deposits = Life insurance ™ Provident and pension fund 140 EU as those departing or landing in
States agree to implement VAT from April <05 = Small Savings ™ MFs, shares and debentures 419% < 120 Europe from non-European destinations
Broad consensus has emerged among most of the States to implement a value FY 71-80 | 5 CAG; — from the emissions disclosure rules
added tax (VAT) regime that would replace sales tax from April 1,2005. The phase ‘ 100 for two years, limiting them until 2027 to
out of the central sales tax (CST) would now be “co-terminus” with the FY 81-90 45 13% 80 only flights within Europe.
implementation of VAT. Indications are that the CST rate would initially be brought FY 9100 ‘ CAGR The proposed new rules have split the
down from 4 per cent to 2 per cent before being eliminated. ‘ a3 / 60 industry, with lobby group the
FY 01-10 47 40 International Air Transport Association

Global Trust Bank awaits RBI nod for fresh capital infusion \ % seeking an exemption for long-haul
Adeal for fresh infusion of capital into the cash-starved Global Trust Bank (GTB) is FY11-20 | i flights, while low-cost European carriers
expected to be finalised before soon. According to sources, the bank has approved FY 21-23 37 0 Ryanair and Easyjet say all flights —
aproposal from a foreign investor to bring in ¥500 crore. The San Francisco-based, w FYI6 FYl7 Y18 FY19 FY20 FY21 Fv22 FY23 including long-haul international trips
investment firm, Newbridge Capital, is the name doing the rounds. Source: 360 ONE Report — should be included. reurers
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EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Smugglers; illicit
distillers (11)

8. Wanders about
aimlessly (8)

9. Material for pudding (4)
10. Ghastly pale (5)
13. Aspect (4)

16. Highway (4)
17. Conquer (4)
18. Hefty book (4)
20. Prepares for

2. Gemstone (4)

3. Knots, lumps (5)

4. Quadruped; clothes airer (5)
5. Blackboard support (5)

6. The coming into a country of
people (11)

7. Takes industrial action (5,2,4)
11. For this reason (5)

12. Biblical girl's name (5)

14. Was indebted (4)

15. Unruffled (4)

19. Mistake (5)

21. Jeans material (5)
22.Yonder (5)

23. Furrow the brows (4)

publication (5)

24. Done with (4)

25. From the underworld (8)
26.Getsaround (11)

1. They illicitly run ... still2 (11)

8. Wanders about and names Red at random (8)

9. Gas-ring used for stirring pudding (4)

10. Looking white, like an ambassador going north (5)
13. Seem to be fifty, nothing more, and get go-ahead (4)
16. The way for piece of angler’s equipment to have a

content (4)
17. Get the better of another pulse (4)

18. Book that met with disaster around the ring (4)

20. Cuts tape as tide’s changing (5)
24. Too many for six to be delivered? (4)

25. Gather N American Latin leaders come from nether

region (8)

26. Cutlass-top cuts vermin about and thus gets

around it (11)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2463

ACROSS 1. Bulldogs 4. Spit 8. Inn 9. Photo 10. Air 11. Grows up 12. Keels 13. Day in, day out 17. False 18. Provoke 20. Egg 21. Chalk 22. Eye 23. Task 24. Serpents

DOWN 1. Brings 2. Lingo 3. Group 5. Plateau 6. Thrust 7. Donkey-work 9. Pestilence 14. Alleges 15. Affect 16. Recess 18. Place 19. Ocean

2. Oil one had left father replaces with stone (4)

3. Poles hold a bit of poetry: they're swell (5)

4. The cavalry sound croaky (5)

5. When to get in the fish for support (5)

6. Entry from overseas (11)

7. Factory let our upset be seen and takes industrial
action (5,2,4)

11. From this time onward, away with you! (5)

12. Girl makes one grumble to see her back (5)

14. The ring to marry has yet to be paid (4)

15. State militia leader is not rough (4)

19. ‘It is the very of the moon’ (Othello) (5)
21. Material to be dug up (5)

22. Half the team embraces her: | told you so! (5)
23. Make jumper heal like bone (4)
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Drive to Dalal Street

Hyundai's listing will be positive for Indian markets

he filing of a draft red herring prospectus by Hyundai last week

indicates the South Korean chaebol is looking to unlock value in its

highly successful Indian subsidiary. The prospectus says the parent

will be looking to sell a 17.5 per cent stake in the company, amounting
to 142 million shares in what is now a 100 per cent subsidiary. Investment
bankers estimate this initial public offering (IPO) would help raise around
325,000 crore with an implied valuation of about ¥1.45 trillion for Hyundai
Motors India. Around 35 per cent of the issue would be reserved for retail
investors. Hyundai would have to eventually dilute its ownership further to
comply with the shareholding norms in listed companies.

The IPO size would be a record, since the largest Indian public issue so far
has been of Life Insurance Corporation of India, which raised 21,000 crore in
May 2022. This will also be the first large IPO in the automobile segment since
2003, when Maruti was listed. India is the world’s third-largest automobile market
(behind China and the US). Hyundai is the third-largest auto manufacturer glob-
ally and holds around a 14 per cent market share in the Indian car market. It is
number two in India, behind Maruti Suzuki in terms of unit market share, and it
may be outpacing the top firm in profit margins because the average selling
price per unit is higher due to the larger number of sport utility vehicles (SUVs)
it sells. Over 50 per cent of Hyundai sales in India consist of SUVs. Hyundai
Motor India generated over 61,571 crore of revenues in 2022-23 with net profits
of around 4,709 crore. India operations contributed around 18 per cent in
volumes to Hyundai’s global sales and it is the fastest-growing market.

The company has been present in India since 1996, when it set up its
facilities in Chennai. It has been continuously focused on greater localisation
of components and claims over 90 per cent indigenisation of components,
although research and development is from the parent. The Chennai facility
is said to be running at 97 per cent capacity. The company has also been
looking to use Chennai as an export hub for sales to South Asia, West Asia,
and Africa. Hyundai India has also focused on premiumisation, selling vehicles
with a higher average price and better margins. It also aims to challenge Tata
Motors’ dominance in the electric-vehicle (EV) market.

Although the proceeds would go directly to the parent, it may or may not
choose to reinvest some of it in India. There are some implications for investors
to consider. The company will eventually sell another tranche of shares to dilute
stake. It could be looking to raise funding locally for a big push into EVs, where
it may need to set up charging infrastructure, tighten the supply chain, and roll
out a stronger distribution network. Overall, however, the move must be wel-
comed because it would allow Indian investors to be part of one of the largest
auto companies operating in India. With public shareholding, its operations
would be more open for shareholder scrutiny. For the company, the IPO is well
timed because of the high valuations in the Indian stock market. Hopefully, it
would encourage other large multinational firms operating in India to list in
India and make Indian investors part of the wealth-creation process.

Safety first

Railways must address the basics

he tragic collision between the Sealdah (Kolkata)-bound

Kanchanjunga Express and a goods train in northern Bengal sug-

gests that the Indian Railways has not taken on board the lessons

from the three-train crash in Balasore, Odisha, just a year ago, which
resulted in significant casualties. The cause of one of India’s worst train
crashes in decades was the result of flaws in the signalling system. Now, pre-
liminary investigation by the Railways into the Kanchanjunga Express
tragedy, in which 10 people have died and over 50 injured, suggests that the
accident was caused by a defective automatic signalling system compounded
by speeding violations by the driver (since deceased) of the goods train.

Fortuitously, the rear compartments of the Kanchanjunga Express were
parcel coaches, which limited the number of casualties. Because of the sig-
nalling system failure, both the passenger train, which plies between Kolkata
and Agartala, and the goods train were issued a mandatory written order
(known as a TA 912), which authorises drivers to pass automatic red signals
after observing standard safety protocols. This involves bringing the train to
astop ahead of a signal, waiting one minute in the daytime or two minutes at
night, and proceeding at a maximum speed of 10 km per hour after exchanging
a confirmatory whistle with the guard and maintaining a 150-metre gap with
a preceding train if the latter has not yet crossed a signal. According to the
investigation, the driver of the goods train did not observe the speed limit
and crashed into the rear of the Kanchanjunga Express, which had crossed
nine signals and was awaiting clearance at another to proceed.

Human error or otherwise, the accident still raises fresh questions about
the Railways’ attention to basics. As with the accident in Balasore, Kavach,
the automatic train-protection anti-collision system indigenously developed
by the Indian Railways Research Designs and Standards Organisation, was
not operational on this line, either. The electronic system is designed to
activate the train’s braking system automatically if the driver fails to follow
speed restrictions. But the system is functional only on 1,500 km of track —
the Railways has a track length of 99,000 km — and the utility plans to add
it to another 3,000 km this year. Such snail’s pace progress must surely be
questioned when signal failures are emerging as a crisis point in railway
operations. The Railways has seen a massive increase in capital expenditure
and it must pay adequate attention to safety aspects.

Itis true that the incidence of “consequential” train accidents — those
involving the loss of life, injuries, disruptions, and damage to railway
property — has fallen by 90 per cent in the past two decades. But at an
average of 44 consequential accidents every year — or three or four a
month — in the five-year period ended FY23, the Railways cannot be
deemed an entirely safe way to travel. By comparison, there have been
only few air accidents in India in this century. Surely, the same level of
safety standards enjoyed by a sliver of affluent Indians should be accorded
to the 90 per cent of the population, who avail themselves of one of the
world’s largest mass transport systems.
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A blueprint for boosting exports

Nine suggestions to revitalise trade and spur economic growth

cial year 2023-24, constituted 41 per cent of its gross

domestic product (GDP), underscoring its vital role
in the nation’s economy and job creation. The sector
facessignificant internal and external challenges. Here
are nine suggestions for the new government to boost
trade and economic growth.
Revive labour-intensive exports: Exports in most
labour-intensive sectors were lower in 2023 compared
to 2015. Key product categories include garments,
textiles, fabric, yarn, fibre, carpets, leather products,
footwear, diamonds, and gold jewellery. These sectors
generate more jobs per unit of invest-
ment compared to others.

Bangladesh and Vietnam, relying
on imported fabric to make gar-
ments, have outpaced India through
focused measures over the last two
decades. The production-linked
incentive (PLI) scheme for textiles is
a non-starter and might be better
scrapped. Technology is not the
issue. An honest appraisal of the sec-
tor, rather than consultant reports

I ndia’s foreign trade, valued at $1.63 trillion in finan-

AJAY SRIVASTAVA
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in industrial products. Here are a few products with
China’s share of India’s imports. Telecom and smart-
phone parts (44 per cent), laptops and PCs (77.7 per
cent), digital monolithic integrated circuits (26.2 per
cent), assembled photovoltaic cells (65.5 per cent),
lithium-ion batteries (75 per cent), diammonium
phosphate (409 per cent), radio transmission and
television apparatus parts (68.5 per cent), antibiotics
(88.4 per cent).

From 2019 to 2024, India’s exports to China have
stagnated at around $16 billion annually. Meanwhile,
imports from China have surged from $70.3 billion
in FY19 to over $101 billion in FY24,
resulting in a cumulative trade
deficit exceeding $387 billion over
six years.

The US and EU are cutting
imports from China by imposing
higher tariffs. Australia is asking
China-linked investors to divest
shares in Australian rare earth mines
as the sector becomes strategic for
green energy and defence. In India,
imports from China are set to increase

promising distant rosy futures, is
needed. If the export slide does not
stop, we will see imports in these sectors rise.
Diversify service exports: Three-fourths of India’s
service export earnings come from software & IT
and business services. In these two sectors, India
has a high 9.0 per cent global share. This category
accounts for 36 per cent of global services exports.
Services other than these two represent a large 64
per cent of world services exports, where our share
is alow 1.9 per cent.

A few such services, along with India’s global
share in the category, are transport and travel (2.4
per cent), maintenance and repair (0.24 per cent),
insurance and pension services (1.38 per cent), finan-
cial services (1.30 per cent), and charges for the use
of intellectual property (0.23 per cent). India needs
to work to enhance its share in these sectors to
achieve a stable service export performance.

Cut critical dependence on China: It accounts for
an average of 30 per cent of India’s global imports

with the entry of Chinese firms into
India through joint ventures or stan-
dalone operations. India needs to do a strategic
reassessment, work to diversify import sources, and
enhance domestic production capabilities.
Ensure FTAs do not aggravate the inverted duty
structure: An inverted duty structure occurs when
import duties on finished goods are lower than on
raw materials. For example, if copper scrap (raw
material) and copper pipes (finished goods) have a
5 per cent tariff, and a free trade agreement (FTA)
reduces the tariff on pipes to zero, local production
of pipes becomes less competitive. This discourages
local manufacturing as firms prefer cheaper imports.
Earlier, budgets were used to correct such anoma-
lies. However, the increasing number of FTAs has
complicated the issue by allowing zero-duty imports
on most industrial products. Higher import duties
on raw materials from non-FTA countries and duty-
free finished goods from FTA partners incentivise
imports over local purchases.

Green agenda of Modi 3.0

election results were announced, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi talked about the unfolding “green
era” and how India seeks to be a leading player in
green industrialisation, green energy, and green mobil-
ity. This gives an indication of the priority that will
likely be attached to a green development path.

In terms of green energy — mainly solar and
wind — India already figures among the top coun-
tries in annual additions, and is working on expand-
ing the domestic manufacturing
base to support this. Every country
that is trying to localise manufac-
turing is facing unique challenges.
For instance, policy is continually
being tweaked in the US to ensure
that the combination of incentives
and disincentives for domestic man-
ufacturing remains compelling,
while generation capacity addition i 5
is also appropriately supported.

With the elections in India wrapped

In his very first speech to party workers after the

VANDANA GOMBAR

Transition Scenario, which tracks how current tech-
no-economic trends are expected to drive the energy
transition with no new policy intervention, electric
car sales are set to rise from 13.9 million in 2023 to
over 30 million in 2027. Over this period, electric
car sales are expected to grow at an average of 21
per cent annually, compared to the average of 61
per cent between 2020 and 2023. India is expected
to be among the fastest-growing markets in the
emerging economies. The entry of players like
Vietnam’s Vinfast and Tesla could
give a boost to the market.
Meanwhile, there may be lessons
to be gained from the decision of the
European Union last week to impose
additional tariffs on electric cars
shipped from China starting in July.
The Commission said it had “provi-
sionally concluded that the battery
electric vehicles (BEV) value chain in
China benefits from unfair subsidis-
ation, which is causing a threat of eco-

up and Renewable Energy Minister
Pralhad Venkatesh Joshi in charge,
there is now scope to dynamically balance multiple
objectives and meet specified goals.

As the demand for electricity hits new highs in
the face of extreme heat, there is a case for increasing
the share of renewable energy at an accelerated pace.
According to the latest data from the Central
Electricity Authority, pertaining to April 2024,
renewables (including large hydro) make up almost
a fifth of the country’s generation. Solar accounts
for almost half of this output, followed by large hydro
and wind power.

The green mobility wave has seen a bit of a slow-
down globally. Under BloombergNEF’s Economic

nomic injury to EU BEV producers.”

The initial economic road map
of India’s new administration will become clearer
with the presentation of the Budget. Mr Modi reit-
erated the country’s commitment to net-zero emis-
sions by 2070 at the recent G7 Summit in Italy.
EVs and oil: BNEF estimates that EVs of all types
and fuel-cell vehicles could displace almost 4 million
barrels of oil per day by 2027 — more than double
the current level of demand destruction. It also
expects peak road fuel demand by 2027. For context,
oil demand is estimated at almost 104 million barrels
per day in this quarter, according to the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries.

Under BNEF’s Economic Transition Scenario, oil

Publish data on FTA performance: India has 14
comprehensive FTAs and six smaller scope prefer-
ential trade agreements. The government should pub-
lish the data to see whether the FTAs have met expec-
tations or if course correction is needed. The learnings
will also aid ongoing trade negotiations.

Counter effects of European climate regulation:
The EU’s deforestation regulation, carbon border
adjustment measures (CBAM) regulation, foreign sub-
sidies regulation, and German Supply Chain Due
Diligence Act will hurt and add uncertainty to India’s
exports. Unconfirmed reports from the EU say less
than half of Indian exporters have filed data with the
EU for CBAM compliance.

When fully implemented, CBAM will result in a
20-35 per cent import tax on Indian firms. A firm
has to share all plant and production details with the
EU. Also, firms may need to run two production lines
to compete effectively: One, an expensive yet greener
products for exports to EU countries, and another
for standard products for the rest of the world. It is
time to prepare a plan to counter EU regulations and
hit imports from the EU in equal measures.
Improve quality systems: Recent concerns raised
by Hong Kong, Singapore, and the United States
about the quality of spices from top Indian brands
highlight the need for urgent action. Indian food and
agricultural exports often face rejection from the EU
and the US due to exceeding maximum residue limits
(MRLs) of pesticides and other quality issues.

India should align its quality standards with inter-

national norms to reduce rejections, expand farm-to-
fork blockchain tracing for major exports such as veg-
etables, spices, and dairy products, issue quality control
orders after consulting with industry, and sign mutual
recognition agreements with key export partners to
boost global acceptance of Indian products.
Enhance ease of doing business: We need to trans-
form the government-business interface to be busi-
ness-centric and not government-department cen-
tric. Currently, exporters have to deal with various
government organisations separately. Creating a
user-friendly online National Trade Network for all
compliance processes would allow businesses to file
all compliance in one place. This change could
enable at least 100,000 small firms to start exporting
within a year.
Other export promotion measures: Automate
customs processes to reduce delays and costs, invest
in modern ports, efficient logistics, and digital sys-
tems. Export high-value goods to existing markets,
help small businesses boost their global presence,
improve small firms’ access to finance, promote e-
commerce exports, and work to reduce non-tariff
barriers in key markets.

Economists suggest that to boost export growth,
acountry should lower import tariffs, sign FTAs, and
integrate into global value chains. However, these
strategies will only be effective if the country first
reduces costs and improves its business environment.
Lowering tariffs without improving the ease of doing
business could result in increased imports replacing
local manufacturing and jobs.

Thewriter is the founder of Global Trade Research Initiative

demand would have been 6.6 million barrels per
day higher in 2030 were it not for these vehicles.

While some automakers have diluted their near-

term EV goals, there are multiple tailwinds support-
ing long-term growth: Lower-cost batteries, expand-
ing charging networks, and new cost-competitive
vehicle models. Sales of internal combustion engine
vehicles have peaked in 2017, according to BNEF,
and are projected to fall 29 per cent from this point
by 2027.
Energy storage: A group of novel technologies that
can store energy for very long hours could challenge
the domination of lithium-ion batteries in energy
storage. BNEFs first Long-Duration Energy Storage
(LDES) Cost Survey shows that while most of these
technologies are still early stage and costly, some
already achieve lower costs than lithium-ion for
longer durations. Thermal energy storage and com-
pressed air storage are the least expensive LDES
technologies. Others include flow batteries, novel
pumped hydro storage and gravity energy storage.
LDES has a critical role to play in a renewables-led
power system.

India has so far held three auctions for two-hour
energy storage, which were heavily oversubscribed.
They are unsubsidised but India now plans to support
4 Gw-hours of battery projects with 9,400 crore ($1.1
billion) in subsidies to be allotted over multiple auc-
tions. “The subsidy plan will draw strong interest
from battery developers as the guidelines are highly
favourable to them. They are not exposed to any
market risk and will get full subsidy payment at the
end of three years of the battery’s operation,” said
Rohit Gadre, BNEF s lead India analyst on batteries.

The writer is a New York-based senior editor — global policy
for BloombergNEF; vgombar@bloomberg.net

Modernity with Chinese characteristics

BOOK REVIEW

gion to today’s China, and the second
examined the modern revival of
Confucianism in that country, whose
official ruling ideology remains
“Socialism with Chinese characteristics”.
Todofulljusticetoasubjectsuchas

faceto face with existential questions
aboutlife, Ms Surie put together her
thoughtsaboutlivingand travellingin
China. Though conventionally arranged
in chapter form, the book’s chapter
headingsare at bestloosely indicative,

economicsvalues the environment, and
traditional or developmental approaches
tonatureinthetwo countries,among
otherissues. Butthe environment has
many more intersections, revealed in the
other chapters. Urbanisation and its

ways. The reader will find obvious points
of similarity in many such aspects
between Chinaand India.
Readingthiswork requires
perseverance. Itisnotabooktobe
plucked off an airport bookstall tobe
devoured quickly on ashort flight. The
reader must pause frequently to digest
and ruminate, ason asolitary reverie
duringatrek. There are also pitfalls

sometimes asablindingrevelation, but
mostly as new ideas or pathways to
explore. For this reviewer, the insights
fromthis virtualjourney appeared as
several questions. How can twolargeand
populous nationslike Indiaand China —
locked into an uneasy embrace by legacy
problems — get themselves to cooperate
innovatively? And address existential
threats that will endanger their future

“Tradition and Modernity”, however, isa allowing her torange aswidely or as pressures on women alongthetrack. Asthe and create planetary havoc? Can both
challenge. The conventional response deeply asshe chooses. appearinthe chapteron ~ CONTEMPORARY  vyife ofasenior peoples harnesstheir creativity tolook
RAVI BHOOTHALINGAM would require treading the academic Torepeatthe metaphorofajourney, | gender.Chapterl3isa covevenny oo CHINATTrAditION  giplomat (now beyond the tactical and the binary? Why
route, which would probably entail the MsSurieinvitesustojoinin her fascinating discourse "‘:';:::ﬂ“' and Modernity retired), Ms Surie is canthe myriad common challenges
This is an era where most books production of several heavily-annotated personal quest to discover how today’s titled “Animal-Human ~ ____ Author: Poonam - fyiy aware of the facingbothIndiaand Chinanotbethe
about China written by Indians volumes coveringthe history, philosophy, | Chinaapproaches modernity. This Interface” onthe su rne complicated subject ofawider and more diverse
have tended to address the geopo- economy and sociology of China. That journey issomewhat like a spiral ascent emergence of zoonotic Publisher: relationship between dialogue, particularly includingthe
litical rivalry between the two nations or would notonlybeatime-consumingtask, | aroundatallmountain. Asweascend, diseases (such as Covid) KW Publishers Indiaand China, younger generation who will have to face
the even more vexed boundary issue. It buttheend product would be accessible theterrain around uschanges, asdothe emanating from human Pa'ges: 253 which poses obstacles the consequences oftodays’ decisions
is, therefore, a relief to read a work that toaselect few, leaving aside thelarger views below. We see that the “same” encroachmentinto Price: 31,380 to full-throated (and evasions)? Are there nuggetsin our
covers a different and vastly wider can- public. MsSurie, therefore, haschosena landscape when viewed from different forested areas. Ms Surie discussions between civilisational knowledge that might

vas. This book is Poonam Surie’s attempt
to look at the many dimensions on
which China’s trajectory towards moder-
nity intersects with its traditions and his-
torical currents. For the author, such an
endeavour is not new: This book is a logi-
cal follow-on from her two previous
works where she has explored related
themes. Her first book covered ancient
Sino-Indian links and the return of reli-

different approach, which works far
betterin carryingthereaderalongthe
journey of her narrative.

The first chapter titled “Confluence
and Eternity” sets the keynote for the
reflective tone of the book, much of
which was written at the time when we
allremained isolated in our homes while
the Covid pandemic surged around us.
Inthose fraught years, which brought us

heights and angles appears different,
much like it does at various times of day
orwhen we are fresh or tired.
Taketheexample of climate change
and the environment, the subject of the
book’slast chapter. Here, Ms Surie covers
notonly the anticipated impact of
climate change onboth ChinaandIndia,
butthecivilisational logic of sacred
groves and tree spirits; how behavioural

alsoexaminesthe ecological significance
ofanimalimagery in Chinese and Indian
mythology. Chapter 14 deals with
children growingupin anurbanised
society of one-child multi-generation
families, livingin the embrace of a highly
digitally-connected environmentand an
edgy surveillance state. Old customs and
ancient traditionslinger or are
transformed in strangely adaptable

the peoples of the two nations:
Occasionally, we see such geopolitics
injectingitself —jarringly —intothe
otherwise philosophical discourse. Ms
Surie has no set prescriptions for the
way forward. Still, there are indications
aplenty that open-minded dialogue
between the two peoples remains the
only positive option for both. But how?
Everyjourney leavesamark,

pointtosuch anew path?

AsMs Surie hintsin thisunusual and
thoughtful book, that path might well
be “theroad lesstaken”, which can
make “all the difference” (Robert Frost).
Which direction will we choose?

The reviewer is a corporate coach and an
honorary fellow at the Institute of Chinese
Studies, Delhi
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EU’s 11l-Fitting Suite
For ‘Greener’ Norms

Doesn't really address problems of fast fashion

Changes to EU’s Ecodesign Directive banning destruc-
tion of unsold textiles — and footwear — purportedly to
establish sustainability requirements, will have its big-
gest impact on Asia, where these are made. Distribution
and retailing of textiles have less than 5% contribution
to emissions. Therest are on account of all the steps that
go into production and transport. Emergence of fastfas-
hion favours overproduction, and EU’s attempt to disco-
urage it will have abearing onexportearningsof several
Asian economies, including those of India. The EU ban
provides carve-outs for small exporters. However, these
may not be adequate safeguards against trade dispute
challenges. But has the EU pushed all its policy levers to
curbfastfashion before imposing the hard action?

Since material and labour costs in the textiles industry
are low relative to design, marketing and retailing, fas-
hion brands have an incentive to
overstock. This is encouraged by eco-
nomies of scale that push production
- costs further down. There is the added
effect of economies of scope, where
variety, instead of volume, tends to lo-
wer costs. All of thisends up in higher

 unsold stocks. However, banning their
destruction —or, for that matter, their re-export to poorer
countries — doesn’t adequately address the force driving
fast fashion: booming online sales, backed by legal assu-
rance in EU of return of clothesthat don’t look orfit or fe-
el right. Offline sales don’t have this legal remedy, but
competitive intensity makesitan industry-wide practice.

The EU, and its trading pariners. would have benefited
from upstream interventions that raise awareness over
fastfashion. It could have required brandstodisclose more
about their unsold inventories before it moved on banning
textiles destruection. It could also have behavioural policy
to guide fashion-purchasing behaviour. In a way, simulta-
neously hard and soft policy actions send out a stronger
message of intent. KU will have to work intensely with its
trading partners to adjust to its new ecodesign rules.

Don’t Scrimp on
Train Travel Safety

While more Indians are travelling by air than ever before, mo-
rethan22mnonan averagestill travel in13,000-plus passenger
trains daily. This means we can't afford to be lax on safety.
Monday’s disaster involving the Sealdah Kanchanjungha Ex-
press and a goods train in West Bengal shouldn't have happe-
ned. The much-flaunted anti-collision system, Kavach, is cur-
rently operational ononly1,500-odd kmof railtrack, with plans
to extend coverage by another 3,000 km by end-2024. Indian Ra-
ilways has cited costs and practical challenges to‘explain’ its li-
mited operationality. In circa 2024 India, this ‘explanation’ no
longer cuts ice. Ways must be found, like defence spend measu-
res, not to scrimp when it comes to safety of rail passengers.

IR must expedite Kavach’s implementa-
tion across its entire 1 lakh-plus-km net-
work. At the current rate of 1,500 km a ye-
| ar, or even with the proposed rate of 5,000
km a vear by 2025-26, it will take years be-
fore the entire system can be protected.
Kavach's deployment is being handled by
five companies. But manufacturing, de-
ployment and maintenance capacity of Kavach is necessary
to maintain the pace of deployment.

Toachieve this, Gol must substantially increase the budgeta-
ry allocation this upcoming budget from 560 cr allocated in
February. Collaborating with industry, Gol should also enhan-
ce avallability of trained manpower needed to ensure effecti-
ve deployment and maintenance of the system. Additionally,
the Railway Board should reassess its order of priority to
maximise safety during the deployment process. Currently,
high-density routes are prioritised over highly-used ones, fol-
lowed by passenger high-density routes. A more detailed app-
roach within these categories needs to be taken.

AL JUST IN JEST

J Addiction to multi-season, infinite-episode
7 streaming shows is serious

Bmge -Watching is
Injurious to Health

We hear that US surgeon general Vivek Murthy is keen to
have a warninglabel on social media platformstelling par-
entsthat usingsocial mediamay damage the mentalhealth
of young people. Such a plan of action, requiring US Cong-
ressapproval, is sweet. After all, how many millions, nay bil-
lions, would have benefited if a similar statutory warning
went with whatearlier generations of guardians would fret
over: TV-watching, So, whilebacking Murthy’'sconcernsas
we keepon scrolling, may we highlight the need for asimilar
warning for another recreational blight: binge-watching.

Binging-streaming programmes has become the new mal-
aise. Letthere be a message before each OTT multi-season,
mfinite-episode show rolls; ‘Excessive consumption of st-
reamingshows may lead toacute square-eyveball syndrome,
chronic couch potatoism and severe reality detachment.’
Wehaveall faced the horrorof realisingwe've just spent the
last 36 hours in a dimly-lit room, the only movement being
the occasional stretch to grab another snack, or the Hercu-
lean effort of pressing ‘Next Episode’. The warning could
alsoinclude symptomssuch asforgetting how to participa-
te in normal human conversation, starting to speak in TV
quotes and developinganunrealistic expectation that life's
problems can be solved in 30 mins. Or 50, if you press pause
too many times.

I SWAMISPEAK CO Services exports have more potential than manufactured exports to create jobs

In Search of ‘Decent Work’

Swaminathan S
Anklesaria Aivar

o ?{. opeconomists agree that In-

' dia faces a chronic under-
supply of government-sup-
plied public goods, These in-
clude basic education, heal-
th, nutrition and infrastructure. The-
ir supply is hamstrung by, among oth-
er things, grossly insufficient decen-
tralisation of power to cities and vil-
lages; lack of quality administrative
services and domain knowledge; lack
of strong independent institutions;
and a police-judicial system plagued
by delays, callousness and political
weaponisation.

Having agreed on these points, eco-
nomists nevertheless differ radically
on the path forward. Consider the sh-
arp difference in employment emph-
asis between former RBI deputy gov-
ernor Rakesh Mohanand former RBI
covernor Raghuram Rajan.

In his PR Brahmananda Memorial
Lecturedelivered in February this ye-
ar, Mohan had discussed whether In-
dia would get into a lower-middle in-
come trap. He highlighted the need
for better public goods, which requir-
ed far greater emplovment — and qu-
alitv — in government services.

Mohan said India could not break
out of lower-income levels without
massive employment in low-wage
manufacturing. Lack of ‘decent jobs’
was 30 acute that Uttar Pradesh had
4 mn applicants for 60,000 constable
jobs, India’s labour force participati-
onwas barely 50% against 78% for Vi-
etnam, 76"% for China, and 65% for In-
donesia. This underemploved mass
could not be employed fully in servi-
ces, 50, it was essential to boost manu-
factured exports — that alone would
produce enough ‘decent jobs’.

Rajan has long opposed this view.
His latest book with Rohit Lamba,
Breaking the Mould: India's Untra-

- .

Apna kaammilega

velled Path to Prosperity, repeats his
belief that India has missed the low-
wage manufacturing bus, and must-
n't waste time and resources on this
path. Instead, itshould aimtoharness
its growing advantage in services re-
gquiring higherskillsand payving high-
er wages.

Mohan disagrees, saying we can
have both low-wage exports and high-
er- wage ones., Western dema-

Underemployed masses
couldn't be absorbed
into services. So, it was
essential to boost
manufactured
exports,
says
Mohan

lent while India’s is poor. China's go-
od education, health, infrastructure
and judicial speed — plus decentrali-
gation of power and competition bet-
ween provinces — have created cost
advantages that India’s political sys-
tem cannot match. No state govern-
ment wants cities to become alterna-
tive power centres, and so thwart de-
centralisation.
S0, India

India must focus on

developing its human
capital, which is very
competitive in
higher-skilled
manufactures
and services,
says Rajan

nd may not grow fast. But Asia overall
has a massive consumer class of 4 bn
people with rising incomes requiring
low-wage goods like textiles and foot-
wear. S0, there are plenty of buses to
catch—provided India turnsits atten-
tion from the West to the East.

Not =0, argues Rajan. China has, th-
rough massive scale economies and
export support, engaged in price-cut-
ting that has removed the economic
‘rents’ that poor countries could once
earn from exporting low-wage goods.
So, India must focus on developing its
human capital, which is very compe-
titive in higher-skilled manufactures
and services.

[ agree with Rajan. As he says, Chi-
na'sprovisionof public goods isexcel-

will not catch many buses that still
run. Lower-wage countries like Bang-
ladesh, Vietnam and Laos are beating
us, Textile factories in Ethiopia own-
ed by Indian companies claim local
wages are one-fifth India’s. Low-wage
manufacturing i1s already shifting
from Asia to Africa.

Meanwhile, India inflates labour
costs in the formal sector by making
companies contribute heavily to em-
ployees' provident fund, pension, he-
alth insurance and gratuity Compet-
ing countries have far lower imposts.
Hence, many Indian manufacturers
prefer to stay small and informal, av-
oiding such costs. With subsidies and
protection, labour-intensive sectors
can improve somewhat. But not re-

motely fast enough to absorb the vast
millions of educated unemploved.

Both Mohan and Rajan emphasise
the need for better human capital dev-
elopment. But improving schools and
state colleges is a long-term process
that will be opposed by powerful tea-
chers’ unions and other vested inter-
ests. State-level politicians don't at-
tach high priority toit.

What 15 moving forward much fas-
ter is the growth of private colleges
and central institutions like [I'Ts, [1M,
medical colleges, Navodaya schools
and Kendriva Vidyvalayas. These, alas,
cover only a tiny section of students.
But the quality of privatecollegesand
even state colleges has improved. In-
dianowproduces anestimated 2.3 mn
STEM graduates a vear. Once of spot-
ty quality, they are much improved.

They arethereason why some 2,000
MMNCs have set up global capability
centres (GCCs) in India. These start-
ed with simple back-office outsourc-
ing, but now do sophisticated product
development and R&D. They employ
lakhs of scientists. In 2019-20, over
40% of GCC staff were in engineer-
ing R&D. Now their focus ison Al, RE
and batteries,

Mohan complains that Indian com-
panies do little R&D. He fails to even
mention GCCs, about which Rajan is
Iyrical. GCCs areresearch powerhou-
ses, Started by MNCs, their staff are
now being hired by top Indian compa-
nies. Thus, high-quality brainpower
developed in GCCs is percolating into
Indian business, too. Happily, this glo-
balisation of human capital needsno
government help to surge ahead.

Will this solve the problem of the
educated unemploved? No, not for
two decades till state schools and col-
leges are upgraded. Alas, neither ser-
vices nor manufacturing present a
solution.

Rising trade barriers everywhere
threaten manufactured exports. But
protectionism is farlower in services.
Tariffs are difficult on data, through
which services are exported. Servi-
ces exports generate secondary emp-
loyment in transport, food delivery,
construction and allied areas. They
will not end unemployment but will
have more potential than manufactu-
red exports.
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There once was a chap
named Joe,

f
Who said, ‘Let’s give
them a go!

If you're wed to a Yank,
You're just as free as Hank,

It’s now Trump’s fuse to
blow!”
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Millionaires on the Move

Around 128,000 of the world's millionaires are projected to migrate to a new
country in 2024, with the UAE and the US topping the list of destinations,
according to a report released by Henley & Partners. The UAE tops the list for
the third year running while China is expected to be the biggest millionaire
loser again. The report said India has "stemmed its wealth exodus, dropping
to 3rd place after the UK with just 4,300 millionaires projected to leave the
country in 2024 (compared to 5,100 last year)", A look:

Projected millionaire migration 2024

Japan

South Korea IEWITTE
Russian Federation IEW TN

south Africa B TR

1

Mote: The above Nigures are provisional Tor the full vear 2024, based on year-to-date HNWI
mosements to June 2024; figures are rounded to the nearest 100; “"Millionaires” and "HNWIis
refer to individuals with liquid investable wealth af USD 1 million or more.: "Difference between
the number of HNWIs who relocate to and the number who emigrate from a country
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Circuit is also joining our
college. He topped NEET

this year!
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PEAS IN A
PODCAST

Subimal Bhattacharjee

US NSA Jake Sullivan’s two-day visit
to Delhi, the first official visit from
Washington since the new NDA gov-
ernment took office, has turned out to
bea productive one. Along with meet-

ing 8 Jaishankar, Sullivan chaired the
second meeting of the India-US Initia-

tive on Critical and Emerging Tech-

nology (iICET), which waslaunched in

January last year, with his Indian
counterpart, Ajit Doval. At the dialo-

gue, the two ‘set the vision for the next

chapter of our strategic technology

partnership’. So, what does that mean?
In the 17 months since iCET's launch,

both countries have deepened and
expanded their strategic cooperation
across sectors such as defence, space,
semiconductors, advanced telecom-

ce (IDEX), toaccelerate joint adoption
of cutting-edge commercial tech for
military solutions and capability
enhancement of defence ecosystems
and the ‘Innovation Handshake’ have
allowed wider startup engagements,

The India-US Defence Acceleration
Ecosvstem (INDUS-X) has shown mo-
mentum for wider industry participation.
With seed money of up to$1.2mn dis-
bursed to 10 American and Indian com-
panies under Joint IMPACT {(INDUS-X
Mutual Promotion of Advanced Colla-
borative Technologies) 1.0 challenges,
and the identified areas under IMPACT
2.0, the roadmap augurs well.

India’s focus on indigenisation has
been steadily aceepted by the US ad-
ministration and adopted by US in-
dustry inmany of the currentenga-
cements. This will be one of the defi-
ning features of the newer defence and
strategic security projects, including
deliberations of the Advanced Doma-
ins Defense Dialogue.

This approach is visible bevond de-
fence, inother strategic sectors, parti-

ORAN stack network in partnership
with Bharti Airtel.

The semiconductor sector has seena
few investments as India incentivised
the sector; and laid out the red carpet

for further investments and collabora-
tion on strategic cooperation. The joint

semiconductor readiness assessment
fostered by the US Semiconductor In-
dustry Association and India Electro-
nics and Semiconductor Association
has identified near-term industry op-
portunities, and outlined longer-term
strategic development of complemen-
tary semiconductor ecosystems.

Asthe world grapples with Al chal-
lenges, India and the US have been in
dialogue in many areas of the Aleco-
gystem. This includes fostering a re-
gulatory framework for the global
community, US companies are at the
forefront of many Al developments
and deployments, and many of them
have Indian participation at resource
and collaborative levels.

Much of iICET's visible gains will be
witnessed in this sector; as Al and

Mudlark Along
the Thames

You're in London, away from
the blistering heat. Why don't
you step outside and roll up
vour sleeves for some mudlark-
ing— scavenging the banks
of the Thames tofind what
could be a valuable item. Us-
ing old maps as guides toold
boatvards, bridges and jetties,
summermudlarks/mudlark-
ers scour the Thames shoreto
look out for Roman-era broo-
ches, Victorian shoe buckles
and mesolithic flints.
Toprepare for yvour first nmd-
larking expedition, you gotta
fune in to the episode, What's
a Mudlarker?, of the podea-
st, ‘Stuff You Should Enow’,

munications, Al, guantum computing,
biotechnology and clean energy iCET"s
dynamic nature is its strength, and the
bilateral initiatives have ensured that
both sides go bevond a government-
only approach toamix of government,
industry and academia engagement.
This is welcome. Starting fromonly a
foreign military sales (FMS) approach
of defence items to involving Indian
supply chain, and now to co-produc-
tion and co-development, it has comea
long way:

With theembedding of digitech in
key strategic areas, carving the coop-
eration and tech ecosystem manage-
ment has been iCET's hallmark. It has
sone further to sustain the ecosystem,
like focusing on the semiconductor
supply chain and protecting critical
minerals, and defined usage and
looking at other emerging areas of
synthetic biotechnology.

The focus on innovation, advanced by
the US Defence Innovation Unit and In-
dia’s Innovations for Defence Excellen-

cularly in space. Asa case point, Indian
startups 114ai and 3rdiTech have part-
nered the US Space Force (USSF) for
working on advancing space situation-
al awareness, data fusion technologies

and infrared sensor semiconductor

mamafacturing. Engagements in Open
Radio Access Networll (ORAN) colla-

boration have progressed significantly.
Qualcomm and Mavenir are testing its

Ordering techaways

semiconductor chips make computing

faster and more intense. Likewise, qu- --_:--="‘""'

al transformational capabilities, isa

in guantum communication, post-
quantum migration and security, and
digital twins —digital representation
of aphysical object, person or process,
contextualised in a digital version of
its environment — besides facilitating
the Indian tech community and acade-
miain US guantom labs,

ICET 1sdelivering. The decision by the
Association of American Universities
and the Council of Indian Institutes of
Technology (II'T Council) in September
2023 to establish a joint Indo-US Global
Challenges Institute— as a virtual net-
work of universities fostering resear-
ch partnerships and people-to-people
exchanges between institutions in both
countries aimed at solving significant
problems — will give theright fillip to
enhance the momentum.

The writer isa contmentator on
digital technology issues

antum computing, with its dimension- P

focus area. Already, work is happening _:-1_'_'_ ...

hﬂﬁtﬁﬂ b}r Jush Clarkand Eh

arles W Chuck Bryant. This is
oreat edutainment, using so
much popeculture as reference.
In this17-min episode, SYSK
hosts discuss the history of
mudlarking, and why it beca-
me a popular pastime, The two
also meander through the
Thames clean-up story, the
kind of “treasures’ that are
found, and whether mudlark
finders arelegally keepers.
By mudlarking on the Tha-
mes, who knows, youmay
even get a clue as to how pov-
erty in Victorian London dri-
ving ‘manual scavengers' to
pick up filth could turn into
a pleasant expedition inthe
sunshine in Viksit Britain.

THE SPEAKING TREE

Empathetic
Power of Fear

SUMIT PAUL

Oneof the most powerful quotes
of all time is Umberto Eco’s, ‘No-
thing gives a fearful man more
courage than another’s fear.” It
speaks of the power of motiva-
tion when one is knocked down.
It implies that when faced with
fear, one's courage can be bolster-
ed by the fear experienced by oth-
ers. This is catharticand creates
an opportunity to use the fear of
others as a catalyst to proactive-
lv tackle challenges rather than
allowing those challenges to para-
lyseus, Fearisauniversal emo-
tion, and it's important to under-
stand that more or less, every in-
dividual hasit. This is a comfort-
ing thought, nay, an assurance.
The empathy of fear binds usto-
cgether, [t'slike, ‘Dil bahal to jaye-
g4, iss khayaal se/ Haal mil gaya
tumhara apne haal s’ —my hea-
rt will feel better after realising
that we're sailing in the same boat.
The comforting assurance that
I'mnot the only fearful’ person
may helpus goon without throw-
ing in the towel. To quote Urdu
poet Aafaag Kashmiri, ‘Ek akela
tu hi khaufzada nahin/ Aur bhi
log hain tujh se zvada khaavaf”
— you're not the only fearful per-
son/ Others are even more fear-
ful than you are. Fear'segalitari-
anism brings all of us together
and places all humans on the same
(ordinary) plane. Mind vou, hu-
manemotions areuniversally
empathetic, Even a so-called ne-
gative trait, instinet or emotion
has a deeper connotation, Huma-
nsaredovetailed becauseof the
medley of emotions; fear being
the most overwhelming of them.

_ Chat Room |

Varanasi Mistake
Fixed in Wayanad

Apropos the news report, ‘Rahul
Gandhi Retains Raebareli, Pri-
vanka to Contest Wayanad Seat’
(Jun 18), it is a good strategy sin-
ee Rahul Gandhi's decision to
retain his Raebareli seat would
help him expand Congress’ pre-
sence in UP. The party blunder-
ed by not fielding Privanka Gan-
dhi in Varanasi, which she wou-
ld have won with a thumping ma-
jority However, the loss has now
been made good by selecting Pri-
vanka to contest in the Wavanad
seat, which her brother is vacat-
Ing now. A resounding victory
for Privanka will help Congress
form the next government in Ke-
rala. This would also allow the
Gandhi siblings to play their rol-
es effectively in the Lok Sabha.

THARCIUS S FERNANDO
Chennai

Chopping Histree
Makes Us Rootless

This refers to the Edit, ‘Knowle-
dge Economy, Not Silly Confor-
mity’ (Jun 18). The raison d’'étre
of studying history istolearn
from it and not to perpetuate our
ancestors’ mistakes, notwithst-
anding how uncomfortable our
past may be. For instance, in Ger-
man schools, children learn ab-
outthe horren-
dous Holocaust,
and they visit
the synagogues
and concentra-
tion camps that
makes them
acknowledge

' their Nazi his-
tory, making them informed citi-
zens and helping them navigate
a harmonious future. Negation,
censorshiporfabrication of his-
torical facts blocks the wisdom
of experience from future gene-
rations. As George Santayana
aptly said, ‘Those who cannot
remember the past are condem-
ned torepeat it.”

ABHYUDITA GUPTA
[ijein

BrokenaRecord?
Conditions Apply

In sport, especially cricket, when
a player claims to have equalled
or broken a record, we should
also consider the conditions un-
der which the record was made.
Sunil Gavaskar broke Don Brad-
man’s record under similar con-
ditions as both faced fast bowl-
ersof their time donning a cap,
not a helmet, Helmets were in-
troduced when Nari Contractor
got nearly killed facing fast bowl-
ers in West Indies. Not taking
away from later players with pro-
tective gear, but is it right to con-
sider Gavaskar's record broken?

RAHUL KUMAR
By email

Letters to the editor may be addressed to
editet@timesgroup.com
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WORDLY WISE
CONCERN FOR MAN AND HIS SAFETY MUST ALWAYS
FORM THE CHIEF INTEREST OF ALL TECHNICAL
ENDEAVOURS. — ALBERT EINSTEIN

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

LLEARNING BY ACCIDENT

Train collision in West Bengal, its high toll, raises important
questions over railway safety, accountability, policy priorities

ITH AT LEAST nine people having lost their lives, the collision involv-
ing the Sealdah-bound Kanchanjunga Express and a goods train in
West Bengal's Darjeeling district has registered the highest toll in a
railway accident since Balasore, Odisha last year. Initial reports point
towards the possibility of human error, but the precise cause of the crash will only be
known after the investigation by the Commissioner of Railways Safety is complete. For
now, it is critical that the tragedy prompts the Railways to shine an unsparing light within.

It must investigate why accidents happen, and precious lives are lost, ina system that has,
over the years, shown improvement across safety parameters. Kavach, an indigenously de-
veloped, automatic train protection system, has been deployed on 1,465 route km and 139
locomotives on South Central Railway as on February 2024. Kavach tenders have also been
awarded for several thousand route kilometers. Reportedly, the railway ministry took steps
in the aftermath of the Balasore train accident to remove obstacles in carrying out work in
safety areas like signalling and interlocking. But it must be asked whether more steps need
to be taken, and more urgency shown, for a faster Kavach roll-out. While funding now ap-
pears tobe less of a constraint — in 2023-24, the capital outlay of Indian Railways was pegged
atRs 2.4 lakh crore, nine times the outlay in 2013-14 — it must be asked if there has been a
disproportionate political and policy focus on the more eye-catching aspects of moderni-
sation such as Vande Bharat, and whether it is taking a toll on other critical aspects of the sys-
tem. There are other questions too. Are the communication and feedback mechanisms that
are central to operational safety functional and robust? Will responsibility for such acci-
dents be fixed in a system that all too often finds ways to dilute it?

While every life lost is one too many, the number of consequential train accidents has
fallen from 473 in 2000-01 to 48 in 2022-23. Over the same period, the number of derail-
ments has also fallen from 350 to 36. The accident in West Bengal, and the toll it has taken,
however, underlines that much more needs to be done. As it transports millions of pas-
sengers and tonnes of cargo across the length and breadth of the country every day, the
Indian Railways is an integral part of the country's logistical frame. Upgrading infrastruc-
ture would meanlittle unless it translates to greater safety for those who travel. But safety
is not anisolated aspect. It isembedded in every function and operation of the Railways.
Improving it calls for a more encompassing and comprehensive approach.

IT TAKES TWO

Without Russia, Ukraine peace meet is unlikely
to be of significance in the long term

OING BY NUMBERS alone, it would seem that the Ukraine peace summit

held in Switzerland over the weekend made significant headway. Of the 90

countries that attended the summit, 82 backed the communique that called

for the safety of all nuclear installations — including the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant, which has been at the centre of fighting between Russian and Ukrainian
forces. It also asked for the free flow of Ukrainian agricultural products and the return of
prisoners of war and displaced Ukrainians, especially children. However, despite a ma-
jority backing the communique, the summit suffered from a glaring absence and some
notable abstentions.

Among the countries that did not endorse the demands were India, Mexico, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, the UAE, Thailand and Indonesia. They represent important regional
powers and significant players in the Global South. Many, like India, have an ongoing and
important engagement with Russia. Significantly, the G7 summit held just before the
Switzerland meet took the severe step of committing to a $50 billion loan for Ukraine,
secured via interest on Russia’s frozen assets in the West. New Delhi’s rationale for the ab-
stention — echoed by others — is that peace in Ukraine requires “all stakeholders and a
sincere and practical engagement between the two parties to the conflict”. Without
Russia’s presence, then, the peace conference may not have had a significant impact. On
the other hand, the delicate balancing act that India has thus far managed between main-
taining ties with Moscow even as it deepens its engagement with the West, may become
harder to sustain if and when the conflict deepens and intensifies.

The fact remains that Russia’s entrenched position and its violation of Ukraine’s ter-
ritorial integrity cannot be addressed without a meaningful dialogue and compromise.
Vladimir Putin’s current rigidity is bolstered by the fact that the West is not completely
united on how to deal with the Ukraine conflict and that Russia’s economy has not suf-
fered as much as was initially believed. The longer the conflict drags on, the greater the
chances of the differences within Europe, between Europe and the US and within America
becoming sharper. Another Donald Trump presidency — and the rise of the far right in
European powers like France, for example — could alter the geopolitical picture. In fact,
in such a scenario, all major and middle powers, including India, might recalibrate their
position. For now, given these uncertainties, it seems that the peace summit may not be
as consequential as it was expected to be.

SURPRISE, SURPRISE

As the Super Eight Stage kicks in, the T20 World
Cupis poised on a knife edge

WO FORMER CHAMPIONS from the subcontinent, Sri Lanka and Pakistan,

bombed in the group stage of the T20 World Cup; perennial bridesmaid New

Zealand caught an unusually premature flight back home. Some of the other

powerhouses suffered scares — Nepal were two runs away from upsetting
South Africa, rain saved England from the blushes against Scotland. Afghanistan and
Bangladesh emphasised that calling them minnows is condescending. In that great
Hollywood tradition of movies like “Any Given Sunday”, “Rocky” and “Remember The
Titans”, co-hosts United States topped Pakistan, gave India a scare and advanced to the
Super Eights for the first time. The David slaying Goliath thread has only enlivened the tour-
nament, compensating to an extent for the substandard pitches (in New York), unex-
pected rain (Florida), empty stadiums and bizarre match timings.

The wave of surprises flows with a fine tradition, beginning with upstarts India stun-
ning the all-conquering West Indies to lift the 1983 50-over World Cup. The T20 version is
amore favourable stage for lower-ranked teams to pinch the established ones. An incisive
spell or a burst of boundaries, a mind-stopping catch or run-out is all it sometimes takes to
put the most perfect team under pressure. The tacky nature of pitches further reduced the
gap between the elite and non-elite teams. Besides, the mere idea of playing a World Cup
match is an extra motivation, a spur for lower-ranked teams to exceed their capabilities.

The end product is a fascinatingly unpredictable tournament where anyone could
beat anyone else on their day, an air of suspense and intrigue hanging over every game.
The event is buzzing on a knife edge, as the Super Eight Stage kicks in. Bigger teams are
wary of the threat the US possesses, or the giant-slaying knack of Afghanistan and
Bangladesh, two exceptionally gifted teams often undone by freezing in big games. It
would not be a surprise if one of them, or even both, progresses to the last four. For this
has been a tournament of underdog thunder so far, akin to the most scintillating

Hollywood sports narratives.

To get back

West Bengal train accident highlights need for review

of misplaced priorities of past two decades

on track

ALOK KUMAR VERMA

THE INDIAN RAILWAYS is back in the news
after a freight train rammed into a passen-
ger train on Sunday, June 16, near Siliguri in
West Bengal, which left at least nine peo-
ple dead and more than 40 injured. Since
1995, the country has witnessed seven
deadly train accidents, five of which took
more than 200 lives — the highest number
of deaths, 358, was recorded in the
Firozabad collision of 1995. The multiple
train collision at Balasore in Odisha, about a
year ago, claimed 287 lives. Together, these
seven accidents took more than 1,600 lives.

Among railway planners, it is widely
held that a large, densely populated devel-
oping country like India should have a
strong railway system that can compete
with road and air transport to serve the
needs of the people and economy. Neither
the Railway Board nor the Centre has ever
denied this imperative. In fact, plans have
been repeatedly announced to double
the speed of trains while improving safety
and drastically increasing line capacity,
as most trunk routes have faced acute
congestion. But the results have been
very discouraging.

The Indian Railways has consistently lost
market share in both passenger and freight
streams. In fact, since 2010-12, the total
volume of both freight and passenger traf-
fic has stagnated or declined, while air and
road modes have seen growth of 6-12 per
cent each year. Between 2014-15 and 2019-
20, passenger traffic declined from 995
billion pass-km to 914 billion pass-km, and
freight stagnated between 682 and 739
billion net tonne-km. For the period after
2019-20 to the present, the Railways has not
made these traffic figures public.

It is no exaggeration that the Indian
Railways (IR), which enjoys a monopoly on
rail transportation, is facing a severe crisis.
If the present trend of declining market
share continues for another decade, which

The Indian Railways is back
in the news after a freight
train rammed into a
passenger train on Sunday,
June 16, near Siliguri in West
Bengal, which left at least
nine people dead and more
than 40 injured. Since 1995,
the country has witnessed
seven deadly train accidents,
five of which took more than
200 lives — the highest
number of deaths, 358, was
recorded in the Firozabad
collision 0f 1995. The
multiple train collision at
Balasore in Odisha, about a
year ago, claimed 287 lives.
Together, these seven
accidents took more than
1,600 lives.

seems likely in view of the failure to raise
speed, increase line capacity, and improve
safety to the required standards, IR could be
relegated to a secondary role where it
primarily carries heavy freight and some
slow-moving passenger trains, as in large,
thinly populated, economically advanced
countries like the US, Canada, and Australia.
Surely, with its high population density, a
large developing country like India can’t
afford such a decline in rail transport.

Rail safety must be viewed in this larger
context. Over the past two decades, the
Railway Board, the highest administrative
body under the Union Minister of Railways,
has been a rudderless ship, marked by
abrupt changes in policies and plans for the
future growth and expansion of the IR net-
work. It has failed to raise the speed of its
excruciatingly slow trains, the punctuality
of trains has shown no improvement, and
safety has continued to be an issue.

The Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) of India has recently issued two im-
portant reports on safety, speed, and
punctuality on IR. The report on speed and
punctuality for the years 2019-20 says that
between 2014 and 2019, there has been no
increase in the average speed of mail and
express trains — this has remained at 50 to
51 kmph, contrary to claims of achieving an
average speed of 75 kmph under Mission
Raftar, which has appeared in some form
every five to seven years since 2005. As for
freight trains, the average speed actually
declined marginally, contrary to the Board'’s
claims of doubling the speed. It is pertinent
to mention that 20 years ago, IR acquired
technology and manufacturing capabilities
to build coaches and locomotives to raise
the maximum operational speed from 110-
130 kmph to 160-200 kmph.

The second CAG report, which is on ac-
cidents, is equally sobering. Though there
has been a reduction in the number of acci-

dents, it is largely a result of the manning
of unmanned railroad crossings. And the
improvement with respect to derailments
and collisions is not good enough. The re-
port has expressed serious concerns about
the continuing high rate of asset failures,
particularly signal failures and rail fractures.
Some of the worst accidents on IR have
been due to these. Last year’s multiple train
collision at Balasore was caused by a signal
failure. The essence of these two CAG re-
ports is that this high asset failure rate, cou-
pled with numerous speed and capacity
bottlenecks in the existing IR network, has
led to inadequate safety and punctuality
and stagnant speed.

While the IR’s existing network was
caughtina downward spiral, with increas-
ing intensity every passing year, the coun-
try was inundated by big plans for ex-
tremely costly projects with seriously
questionable financial viability. This in-
cluded, for example, plans for several
standalone bullet-train lines which would
be cut off from the main broad gauge net-
work because these lines would be built on
standard gauge, and dedicated freight cor-
ridors (DFCs), exclusive to heavier and
longer trains.

Construction of the first bullet-train line
started in 2017. Earlier, in 2012, construc-
tion of two DFCs had begun. In the past
three years, the nation has seen
the introduction of about 50 pairs of
“semi-highspeed” Vande Bharat trains,
which are more about luxury and cosmet-
ics than speed.

Clearly, a thorough review of the mis-
placed priorities of the past two decades
that are driving IR to a continuing decline
is absolutely required. Will the new govern-
ment pick up the gauntlet?

The writer a former
Railway Chief Engineer

TH

With ‘Houdini’, Eminem revisits his heyday

- REAL SLIM SHADY

SUANSHU KHURANA

IN THE TENSE moments during the 2003
Ashes Test at the Sydney Cricket Ground,
Australian captain, a slightly out-of-form Steve
Waugh who'd been dealing with questions of
retirement, found himself facing the last ball
of the day, just two runs short of a century. The
100 would have been his 29th Test ton, equal-
ing cricketing giant Don Bradman’s record.
In the build-up that can be called theatri-
cal atits best, English captain Nasser Hussain
took his sweet time to set the field, while the
crowd roared. And then, just like that, com-
mentator Kerry O’Keeffe broke into ‘Lose
Yourself by Eminem. He rapped, on air, “Lose
yourself in the moment, you own it...from
the middle of the piece that begins with... If
you had one shot or one opportunity/ To
seize everything you ever wanted in one mo-
ment/ Would you captureitorjustletitslip?”
Waugh smacked a four of the last ball.
The song, from 8 Mile (2002), a film with
autobiographical elements about Eminem’s
struggles in Detroit and the eponymous
street that acted as a de facto divider be-
tween White and Black, rich and poor
neighbourhoods, won an Oscar (the first
hip-hop piece to do so) and a Grammy. It
stuck, not just with O’Keeffe, but also with
the 2003 English rugby team, blaring it in
the dressing room as a motivational an-
them. Then there was actor Jodie Foster,
who recited it at the University of
Pennsylvania’s commencement address in
2006. But what one absolutely needs to

In terms of music, the charm
of 'Houdini'lies in its light,
unpretentious tenor. While
it harks back to the nostalgia
of the older, notorious days
and equally notorious
hooks, it is unlike the darker
and intimate space

Eminem once touched,
speaking intimately of his
personal life.

marvel at is how the song by Marshall
Mathers as Jimmy “B-Rabbit” has zipped
along, for years, and is pitched up on the
Billboard charts yet again, right after he re-
leased his latest single, ‘Houdini’. The song
is a prelude to the rapper’s upcoming 12th
album The Death of Slim Shady (Coup De
Grice), which will drop later this summer.

While the critical response to the rhyme
schemes, lyrics, cadence and delivery has
been unenthusiastic, even frosty at times, the
song went straight to No 1 on the US iTunes
chart. It was interesting and a little strange
towatcha creatively weak piece by Eminem
climb the charts in this manner. Its video
trended at No 1 on YouTube. And despite
Taylor Swift’s pervasive sway, it’s selling
like hotcakes.

What ‘Houdini’ also did was bring ‘Lose
Yourself back to No 10 on Billboard’s list of
best-selling rap tracks besides spending 475
weeks on Rap Digital Song Sales chart. As if
this wasn’t enough, ‘Lose Yourself was also
presented as a cover by Grammy-winning
singer SZA, who sang it like a soft ballad.

But why is Eminem, once a tsunami,
making waves again? This is in spite of not
really being the most important or the most
controversy-generating rap star at this
point. Is it nostalgia? Or popular culture’s
current affection for the Y2K era? Or is it
about an older, once supremely famous mu-
sician, back in the game like a bolt from the
blue — Eminem saying, “Hey, y’all always

asking for the old me, well here you go”. Or
is it only now that Gen Z, whose parents
were once Eminem fans, are discovering
him? Generations streaming his music to-
gether. I think the answer is all of the above.

In the ‘Houdini’ video, his Slim Shady
avatar steps out of a wormhole from 2002.
One hears the old refrain, “Guess who's
back”, a tribute to his 2002 No 1 single
‘Without Me’ along with the 1982 song
‘Abracadabra’ from Steve Miller Band.

In terms of music, the charm of 'Houdini'
lies in its light, unpretentious tenor. While
it harks back to the nostalgia of the older,
notorious days and equally notorious hooks,
it is unlike the darker and intimate space
Eminem once touched, speaking intimately
of his personal life: His absent father, his
complicated relationship with his mother
and his difficult childhood. He won the
Black game as a White guy with his talent.

But he was almost always provocative
(like the shot he takes at Megan the Stallion,
or his own children in “F**k my own kids,
they are brats”. In ‘Houdini’, they are shown
with squeamish expressions). Yes, he’s be-
ing Eminem. But at 51, one also expects him
to grow up and talk of real things. Maybe a
take on Gaza? Or the war in Ukraine? We'll
need to wait and watch.

But love him or not, Slim Shady is back
and he wants the spotlight.

suanshu.khurana@expressindia.com
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ARMY WITHDRAWAL

THE ARMY WILL hand over control of law
and order in Punjab to the paramilitary forces
in stages over the coming few weeks. It has
already launched phase Ill of Operation Blue
Star, which is aimed at flushing out terror-
ists from the countryside in the state. These
announcements were made to the interna-
tional and national press, who were ac-
quainted with the flushing-out operations
that were carried out across temples and gu-
rudwaras in Punjab, as well as the terrorist
fortifications around the Golden Temple
in Amritsar.

TRIPURA LANDSLIDE
AT LEAST 12 people were buried alive and

about 20 others are missing in landslides
across three villages under the Sonumura
sub-division, which is about 80 km from
Agaratala, on June 18. The villages are —
Thalibari, Dhupchhera and Monalpathar.
Official sources said that the heavy landslides
on the Assam-Agartala road in the
Atharamuga ranges have rendered the high-
ways unmotorable, as two important bridges
have collapsed.

EXTREMISTS ARRESTED

INTHEIR CONTINUED action to root out ter-
rorism in Punjab, the security forces raided
more hideouts and arrested 76 extremists,
seizing a sizable quantity of arms and am-
munition on June 18. The security forces
also shot dead an individual who was at-

tempting to escape custody. Meanwhile,
normalcy returns to Punjab, as day curfew
restrictions are relaxed and rail traffic
is restored.

RAILWAY ROw

A SERIES OF feuding letters have been ex-
changed between Railway Minister AB A
Ghani Khan and his junior colleague,
Minister of State CK Jaffer Sharief. Sharief’s
letters are just short of being abusive, call-
ing out Choudhury’s “behavioral eccentric-
ities” and luxurious lifestyle as being a
burden on the railway exchequer, as well
as the indiscriminate ordering of passenger
trains, diverting line capacity for
essential materials to the disturbed
north-eastern region.

.. . Ahmedabad
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The dissolution of the war cabinet forum deprives Netanyahu of legitimacy and
constricts his manoeuvring room. Now, the US has no forum to engage with. The
dissolution may not affect policy, but weakens Netanyahu politically even more...”

— THEGUARDIAN

Be self-assured, don’t overreach  Ridingout a

As the NDA government enters its third term, it must square up to

BY C RAajA MOHAN

AS THE NDA government settles down to
govern in the third term of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, five new themes will shape
its engagement with the world. Delhi now
faces an international context that is quite
different from 2014 or 2019. Deep structural
changes are unfolding in the international
system that demand major adjustments in
India’s worldview and adaptations toits do-
mestic policies. The five imperatives out-
lined below are by no means the only chal-
lenges that will confront the new
government, but they are among the main
geopolitical imperatives.

The first is the return of great-power ri-
valry that demands an approach driven by
interest rather than ideology. The renewed
conflict between the West on the one hand
and China and Russia on the other has be-
gun to produce a very different set of ex-
ternal conditions for the conduct of India’s
international relations than the one it had
to deal with in 1991. At the end of the Cold
War marked by the collapse of the Soviet
Union, Delhi had the room to engage with
all the great powers without looking over
its shoulder.

It was widely presumed that India can
replace its policy of “non-alignment” be-
tween competing powers with the idea of
“multi-alignment” — of cooperating with all
the great powers. However, several trends
make the idea of “multi-alignment” prob-
lematic. So long as the major powers got
along well with each other, it did not matter
what you called your policy. The conflict be-
tween the great powers has intensified since
2019, when Modi’s second term began. The
freedom to do what you want with each one
of them without incurring costs with the
other has begun to reduce.

Multi-alignment also gives a false sense
of symmetry in the relations with the ma-
jor powers. In the real world, though, there
is considerable variation in the current eco-
nomic and security salience of these rela-
tions and their future possibilities. For ex-
ample, the trade and technology
relationship with the US and Europe far out-
weighs that with Russia. While Moscow
was a major defence partner in the past,
Delhi's security ties are far more diverse
now. India's large trade relationship with
Chinais marred by massive deficits and se-
curity challenges. Equally important is the
logic of geography: Unlike in the Cold War,
when the great powers were some distance
away, today the second-most important
power, China, is India’s neighbour. And to
make matters worse, Delhi is locked in a
wide-ranging conflict with Beijing that is at
odds with Washington and getting closer
to Moscow.

The expansion of India’s own weight in
the international system has certainly given
some space to Delhi in navigating the new
great-power rivalry. But that space is lim-
ited and is shrinking. This means India will

at least five major challenges on the international stage

have to make choices on the issues at hand
in the unfolding great-power contestation.
Ducking can't be a permanent strategy.
These choices on each issue will have to be
based on a cold calculation of material in-
terests and not slogans like “multi-align-
ment” and “multipolarity”.

Second is the changing structure of the
global economy that demands more reform
at home. If India adapted to the logic of eco-
nomic globalisation at the turn of the 1990s,
it must now deal with the impact of geopol-
itics on the global economy. To be sure, the
Modi government has broken away from the
faith in economic globalisation since it
walked out of the Asia-wide free trade nego-
tiations (RCEP)in 2019. And the efforts of ma-
jor Western economies to reduce the
dependence on China have opened new
opportunities for India to enhance its
geoeconomic position.

However, Delhi is some distance away
from seizing those possibilities. Delhi does
chant the mantra of trusted geographies, re-
silient supply chains, and freer trade with
strategic partners. But it is yet to translate
those slogans into concrete outcomes for
trade cooperation. Meanwhile, there is con-
cern that the government’s capacity for
much-needed reforms to cope with the new
global dynamic is constrained by the out-
come of the 2024 election. Dispelling the fears
about the government’s will and capacity to
pursue domestic economic transformation
will be a major task for the new government.

Three, the unfolding technological revo-
lution promises to redistribute global power
and is now an integral part of great-power
competition. This again has opened the door
for accelerated advanced technological de-
velopment in India. The initiative on critical
and emerging technologies (iCET) with the
US, which was reviewed by the national se-
curity advisors of the two countries this
week in Delhi, points to that. To take full ad-
vantage of the new possibilities, though,
India will need a modernisation of the ad-
vanced S&T sector that has been under the

Delhi needs to tone down its
expansive rhetoric on India’s
rise. There is no doubt that
India, well on its way to
becoming the third-largest
economy, is climbing up the
global hierarchy. But its
aggregate GDP of nearly $4
trillion should not obscure
the fact that India’s per capita
GDP is barely $2,800. If
India’s developmental
challenges are huge, so is the
problem of dealing with
growing inequality within.
India’s growing global
influence must, in essence, be
about leveraging the world for
the rapid expansion of
domestic prosperity

and equity.

CR Sasikumar

domination of state monopolies.

Four, Delhi must adapt to the rise of new
regions that break down old regional cate-
gories. The emergence of the Indo-Pacific
over the last decade cutting across many tra-
ditionally defined regions such as South Asia
and Southeast Asia is one example. The fi-
nancial power of the Arab Gulf, Africa’s rapid
economic growth, and Europe’s southern
outreach point to the exciting new opportu-
nities for India to the west of the
Subcontinent. The India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC)is just one sign of
the things to come. Delhi must now invest
more resources — diplomatic, political, eco-
nomic, and security — in engaging with
Africa, Southern Europe, and the Middle East
and erase the old mental maps that saw
these regions as separate entities.

Five, Delhi needs to tone downits expan-
sive rhetoric on India’s rise. There is no doubt
that India, well on its way to becoming the
third-largest economy, is climbing up the
global hierarchy. But its aggregate GDP of
nearly $4 trillion should not obscure the fact
that India’s per capita GDP is barely $2,800.
If India’s developmental challenges are huge,
sois the problem of dealing with growing in-
equality within. India’s growing global influ-
ence must, in essence, be about leveraging
the world for the rapid expansion of domes-
tic prosperity and equity.

Delhi must also remember that world
history is littered with rising powers that
crashed on their way up the global order.
While its newfound self-assurance is wel-
come, Delhi should avoid the evident dan-
gers of overreach. Overestimating India’s
strength and underestimating the challenges
at hand lead to geopolitical hubris and com-
placency in policymaking that could cost
Delhi dearly.

The writer is visiting professor at the
Institute of South Asian Studies, National
University of Singapore, and contributing
editor on international affairs

forThe Indian Express

Lessons from a Greek tragedy

Why the ancient play ‘Persians’ has resonance today — in India and beyond

VIAY TANKHA

WHAT COULD THE earliest extant Greek
tragedy have to say about the recent elec-
tions? Nothing one would expect. Aeschylus’
Persians is an account of the battle of Salamis
in which the Athenian fleet destroyed
Xerxes’ invading flotilla. In keeping with
tragic conventions, there is no action, only
reports of the battle, staged before the tomb
of Xerxes' dead father, Darius. There is much
lamentation for the Persian dead and their
grieving families.

How could this possibly be a trope for the
recent electoral victory and defeat of the con-
tending parties? And yet, the play,acommen-
tator reminds us, was often recalled in very
different contexts. It was performed in
Germany during the war years, emphasising
heroism, and the grief of women waiting at
home. More frequently, it was staged to
protest against war, in the former East
Germany, explicitly anti-fascist and anti-im-
perialist, equating Xerxes with Hitler.

Later, it was inspired by US involvement in
Korea and subsequently turned into a protest
against the Vietnam War; then used to ques-
tion the bombing in 1993 of Iraq by the UN.
Although emblematic of a Eurocentric view
of the Orient, the play has recently been
viewed as emphasising the need for a hu-
mane and pacific world order.

Inan ongoing tussle between two parties,
we can read in it familiar electoral vocabu-
lary: Fought between politically distinct for-
mations with their respective allies, with
ground troops and commanders attacking

opponents, resorting both to bribery and
threats. Traps are set, deception and guile are
routine. Key themes in the play resonate with
the present. Consider the numbers: The vast
strength of the invading forces corresponds
to the exaggerated outlook flashed by exit
polls, making even the doubtful doubt their
disbelief. These dubious figures (“such ahuge
flood of men... an invincible sea wave”) are
apt metaphors for the asymmetry between
the contenders. Nor do ships and men come
cheap. The Persians outnumbered the Greeks
because of their vast wealth and resources
(Xerxes’ palaceis “richin gold”),a theme that
runs throughout the drama, pitting wealth
against courage.

In the play, the catastrophe is over-de-
termined many times over, but for
Aeschylus, the victory belonged entirely to
the people, the ordinary citizens, not to their
leaders. There was no implication that par-
ticular Athenians were superior by birth,
class, or rank. While numerous Persian no-
bility are named, not a single Greek leader
is. This democratic depiction was as much
at odds then as it is now, but fundamental
to the electoral process, as in the naval bat-
tle, is the temporary erasure of all distinc-
tions of wealth and birth.

Those citizens (“called neither the slaves
nor subjects of any single man”) fought for
democracy and freedom. The narrative lifts
the seabattle from just another fight between
aggrandising monarchs to an ideological
plane, represented through the polarities of

freedom/ slavery and democracy/ tyranny.
The self-image of the Athenians as demo-
cratic, non-hierarchical, espousing ideals of
moderation and self-restraint, fits well with
the moral dimension of traditional Indian po-
litical ideology, which was confronted, as the
Athenians saw themselves, with the loud ar-
rogant and boastful rhetoric of their adver-
saries. In the Greek imagination, the exces-
sive wealth of the Persians led them to hubris
andinsatiable greed as they trampled all that
was regarded as decent and holy.

Although the play is titled Persians, the in-
vaders are regularly referred to as “the bar-
barians”, a pejorative term at this time, cog-
nate with its familiar adjective “barbaric”.
Their acts had all the hallmarks of what we
now would call barbaric and unholy; the de-
struction of civic institutions (Athens was
burnt, its sanctuaries defiled) meant that the
gods themselves were on the side of justice
and morality. Tragedy, according to Aristotle,
writing a good three generations later, must
have a tragic hero, whose fall from a position
of greatness is the result of a flaw. Aeschylus
had not read Aristotle, but commentators find
the flawed figure necessary to tragic out-
comes in Xerxes.

Xerxes, combining foolishness with char-
acteristic arrogance, is likened to a god (“an
equal of the gods, born of the golden race”).
He exacts the obedience masters demand of
slaves. A familiar Greek trope characterised
the Persians as a nation where only one man
was free, His arrogance (hubris) comes from

excessive power and wealth (His mother fears
“great Wealth may kick up a cloud of dust
from the ground and overturn prosperity”).
With the defeat of his forces, he returns to
Susa. The transition is pictured in the rags his
otherwise sartorial elegance is reduced to. His
mother, Darius’ queen, acutely aware of the
importance of his regal apparel, is more up-
set by his torn clothes than the prospect of
the wholesale slaughter of Persian forces.

The defeat of the Persians, the queen
fears, will result in loss of control over his
vast empire. The chorus laments that impe-
rial rule is in danger, that the king’s subjects
will no longer prostrate themselves before
him, or keep their opinions to themselves
(“Men will no longer curb their tongues/for
people are released to talk freely when a
strong yoke has been removed”). Despite
this, the Queen reminds them, whatever
else happens, the King will remain unac-
countable to the people (distinguishing him
from the Athenian officials who had to have
their “accounts” examined at the end of
their tenure). Absolute rulers, unlike dem-
ocratic ones, are immune to scrutiny.

Xerxes, though defeated, was not de-
throned. He went on to rule for another
decade or more. But the spirit of freedom and
democracy setalight by that struggle lived on
for more thana century: Alesson that we are
now perhaps fortunate to learn.

The writer taught Philosophy
at Delhi University
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We need to prioritise public-health interventions
based onintensity and duration, recognise
broader implications in context of climate change

KRISHNA S VATSA

THE RECENT SURGE in temperatures across
North India has caused serious concern,
with cities facing intense and prolonged
heat. Maximum temperatures have ex-
ceeded normal levels by 4-8°C across
Haryana-Delhi, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Rajasthan, Odisha, and West Bengal. Rising
humidity and warmer nights have signifi-
cantly worsened heat stress, especially in
warm-humid and moderate climate zones.
So even when the temperature is relatively
lower, it feels much hotter.

Aheatwaveis declared when the depar-
ture from normal temperature is between
4.5°Cand 6.4°C, and a severe heat wave is
declared when the departure exceeds 6.4°C.
However, the entire region is currently ex-
periencing heatwaves based on actual max-
imum temperatures above 45°C. When
such extreme heat conditions persist for an
extended period, they can pose risks to pub-
lic health and infrastructure. Historically,
heat waves in India lasted for five to 15 days.
This year, it has persisted through most of
May and June.

Cyclone Remal, which originated in the
Bay of Bengal, disrupted the arrival of mon-
soons from this region, exacerbating the in-
tensity of heat waves. The monsoon stream
through the Arabian Sea has also progressed
steadily, sparing South India from similar
heat wave conditions. This changing pattern
underscores adirect link between monsoon
variability and the duration of heat waves.

Cities are particularly vulnerable due to
the urban heatisland effect, exacerbated by
greenhouse gas emissions. Factors such as
increased congestion, paved surfaces, deple-
tion of water bodies, loss of vegetation, and
high-density settlements trap heatand con-
tribute to higher urban temperatures.
Additionally, cities are no longer cooling at
night at the same rate as a decade ago. Heat
waves are interconnected with other haz-
ards, such as forest fires, electrical faults,
droughts, water scarcity, and lightning.

The socioeconomic impacts of heat
waves in India are pronounced. Workers in
sectors such as construction, hawking, and
vending are disproportionately affected.
Women working in kitchens and residents
in tin-roofed homes also face extreme dis-
comfort. Reliance on air conditioning is not
asustainable solution.

Large gatherings, such as pilgrimages
and elections, magnify the heat wave’s im-
pact. The proximity of people in crowds
creates a microclimate where body heat
accumulates, leading to hyperthermic syn-
drome, a form of heatstroke. This is further
exacerbated by high humidity that hinders
the body’s ability to cool itself through
sweat evaporation. The recent general elec-
tions saw polling officials lose their lives
due to heatstroke in several states, includ-
ing West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, and Uttar
Pradesh.In 2023, when 14 people died dur-
ing a political rally at Kharghar in Navi
Mumbai, humidity played a significant role.

These incidents highlight the severe risk to
public safety during such events, empha-
sising the need for better preparedness
and immediate measures to mitigate
heat-related hazards.

Longer and more intense heat waves re-
sult in a higher relative risk of mortality,
falling into two categories: Direct heat stroke
deathsand increased cardiovascular disease
(CVD)incidence. Each 10°Fincrease inmean
daily temperature can lead to a 2.6 per cent
rise in CVD mortality. However, accurately
measuring heat wave-related deaths pres-
ents challenges. The government’s health-
related illness surveillance has significantly
improved preparedness, keeping annual
heat stroke deaths below 100. Despite this,
theincreasing burden of diseases poses a sig-
nificant public health challenge. Prioritising
public health interventions based on the in-
tensity and duration of heat waves and recog-
nising their broader implications in the con-
text of climate change is essential.

The National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) has initiated heat action
plans (HAPs) — with the first HAP for
Ahmedabad. NDMA is encouraging the
preparation of local HAPs to address spe-
cific needs at the district, city,and town lev-
els. Appointing dedicated heat officers
could enhance the coordination and imple-
mentation of these plans. These HAPs re-
quire the participation of local govern-
ments, civic groups, and communities,
promoting behavioural change, adaptation,
and urban planning. There are three key
strands of support that HAPs must offer.

One, itis crucial toimprove temperature
monitoring across cities and towns through
a dense network of weather stations. This
network should provide granular data on
microclimates, enabling the identification
of high-risk areas.

Two, preparedness measures are essen-
tial to mitigate the immediate effects of ex-
treme heat. Regulating working and school
hours can help protect vulnerable popula-
tions. Ensuring adequate water availability
through public drinking water facilities and
awareness campaigns is vital. Enhancing
health system preparedness by training
healthcare workers to recognise and treat
heat-related illnesses will improve
community resilience.

Three, implementing solutions such as
improving and restoring water bodies, in-
creasing vegetation cover, and promoting
cool roofs and better ventilation in buildings
will enhance thermal comfort.

In the next few years, cities will require
significant knowledge support to prepare
and monitor heat action plans. Further, fi-
nancial support for HAPs needs to be
evolved based on a pooling arrangement,
with governments at different levels and the
private sector contributing to the cause.
While heat waves are currently considered
local disasters, their increasing severity will
necessitate a broader national approach.

The rising temperatures forecasted by
climate models are becoming a reality, de-
mandingacomprehensive and coordinated
response. We must marshal all available re-
sources, wisdom, and commitment to de-
velop effective adaptation and mitigation
strategies to protect our communities and
ecosystems from the escalating threat
of heatwaves.

The writer is member, National Disaster
Management Authority. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TEACHING HISTORY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Infantilising learners’ (IE, June 18). The
NCERT has incorporated significant
changes in its coverage of Ayodhya, a
historically sensitive and controversial
topic. These changes reflect a marked
shift in the narrative presented to stu-
dents, sparking a debate about the por-
trayal of historical events and political
intervention in education. Educational
materials play a crucial role in shaping
young minds. The quick pace at which
abrupt changes are being made to the
curricula is not prudent. In science and
technology, a periodic revision of the
syllabi is necessary to keep pace with
the times. There should be no unneces-
sary alterations in political science or
history books. The NCERT must not play
with history.

SSPaul, Nadia

(GIG WORKERS’ PLIGHT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘High cost
of convenience’ (IE, June 17). Any eco-
nomic growth is undesirable if it bene-
fits only the privileged. Even modern
marketing management has moved
away from a “customer-oriented ap-
proach” to a “holistic approach, " em-
phasising aspects like employee well-
being and work environment. Terming

delivery personnel as “delivery part-
ners” does not make themreal partners
unless provided with an equitable share
inearnings and a respectable work en-
vironment. Amazon, Zepto and app-
based transport companies like Uber
and Ola, exploit workers under the
guise of so-called innovation. This prac-
tice also seems to be encouraged in the
public sector, where contractual jobs
with no social benefits and low pay be-
come more prevalent.

Nitin Navin, Delhi

INCLUSIVE MANDATE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Against ar-
rogance’ (IE, June 18). Iron can only be
destroyed by its own rust, symbolising
that power is ultimately undone by its
own flaws. With power comes arro-
gance, often leading to blindness and ig-
norance of one’s surroundings. The
Congress party, which ruled for many
decades, mistakenly believed it was un-
conquerable. Political parties must re-
member that their power is granted by
the mandate of the citizens. The BJP
should learn from this lesson and strive
to lead inclusively, focusing on national
development, involving all representa-
tives, and the welfare of the people. They
must not confuse majority support with
true democracy.

Ajay Corriea, Vasai

.. . Ahmedabad
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TH1S WORD MEANS
PRO TEM SPEAKER

A senior Lok Sabha MP who is temporarily appointed
Speaker and administers oath to new Members

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 18

THE 18TH LOK SABHA will hold its first
session between June 24 and July 3, dur-
ing which the new Speaker will be
elected. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will move the motion for the election of
the Speaker in the Lok Sabha on June 26.
Congress leader K Suresh, an eight-term
MP, is expected to be appointed pro tem
Speaker.

Who s a pro tem Speaker?

As the Presiding Officer of Lok Sabha,
the Speaker has to fulfil certain duties
and is elected by a simple majority vote
inthe Lower House. Until the Speaker is
elected, the pro tem Speaker is ap-
pointed to administer some important
duties. ‘Pro tem’ means ‘for the time be-
ing’ or ‘temporarily’.

The Constitution does not mention
the post, but the official ' Handbook on the
Working of Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs’ mentions the appointment and
swearing in of Speaker pro tem.

How is the pro tem Speaker chosen?
The handbook states that when the
Speaker’s post is vacant before a new Lok
Sabha meets, “the duties of the Speaker
are to be performed by a Member of the
House appointed for this purpose by the
President as Speaker pro tem”.
Normally, the seniormost MP is ap-

pointed as the Speaker pro tem. Three
other MPs, the next in terms of seniority,
are appointed to assist the Speaker pro tem.

As soon as the new government is
formed, the Legislative [ Section of the
Legislative Department of the govern-
ment prepares alist of the seniormost Lok
Sabha members. It is then submitted to
the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs or
the Prime Minister for identifying an MP
as Speaker pro tem and another three
members for oath-taking.

How are oaths administered?

After the Prime Minister’s approval,
the Ministry gets the consent of these
MPs. The Minister then submits a note to
the President, seeking approval for their
appointments. The date and time for the
ceremony are also decided.

Once the President approves, the
Ministry informs the appointed mem-
bers. Finally, the President administers
the oath to the Speaker pro tem at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The other three
members appointed by the President are
administered the oath by the Speaker pro
tem in the Lok Sabha.

The Speaker pro tem then administers
the oath or affirmation to the newly
elected MPs with the help of the other
three members. Since the session of the
Lok Sabha starts at 11 am, the time gener-
ally fixed for swearing in of the Speaker
pro temis on the morning of the same day
at9.30am, subject to the convenience of
the President.

EXPLAINED
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DORMANT SUPERMASSIVE BLACK
HOLEROARS TO LIFE: NEW STUDY

RESEARCHERS SAID on Tuesday they have
observed a dramatic brightening at the
heart of a galaxy, apparently caused by a
supermassive black hole awakening from
dormancy and beginning to gorge itself
with nearby material. It marks the first time
this process has been seen as it happens.

Galaxy SDSS1335+0728 is located
roughly 360 million light-years from Earth.
Alightyear is the distance light travelsina
year, or 9.5 trillion km.

What are the findings?

Black holes are extraordinarily dense
objects with gravity so strong that noteven
light can escape. The environment around
a supermassive black hole can be violent,
as it gulps the material within its gravita-
tional grasp.

The researchers found that a spinning
disk of diffuse material has formed around
the SDSS1335+0728 supermassive black
hole, with some of the matter being con-
sumed. Suchadisk- called an accretiondisk
-radiates energy at very high temperatures,
sometimes outshining an entire galaxy.

A bright and compact region such as
this, powered by a supermassive black hole
atthe centre of agalaxy, is called an “active
galactic nucleus.”

“These nuclei are characterised by
emittinglarge amounts of energy at a vari-
ety of wavelengths,” said Paula Sanchez
Saez of the European Southern Observa-
tory in Germany, lead author of the study
published in Astronomy & Astrophysics.
“Studying active galactic nucleiis crucial to
understanding galaxy evolution and the
physics of supermassive black holes.”

Whatactivated it?

“At the moment, we do not know,”
Sanchez said.

Another researcher said it could be a
natural process, as galaxies pass through
different phases of activity and non-activ-
ity during their lifetime.

If the observations represent some-
thing other than the onset of an active
galactic nucleus, it would have tobe an as-
trophysical phenomenon never before
seen. REUTERS
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CLIMATE

Where is the monsoon?

The monsoon arrived over Kerala on time, and progressed well until June 10. But it has been dry and hot
over the Southern peninsula thereafter. The Bay of Bengal branch of the monsoon too, has not progressed

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU, JUNE 18

ON ALMOST all days in June so far, North and
Northwest India have experienced ‘heatwave’
to ‘severe heatwave’ conditions. The southwest
monsoon that made an early onset over Kerala
has advanced until Maharashtra, but maxi-
mum temperatures in the plains of North India
have sustained around 45-47 degrees Celsius.

Monsoon basics and dates

The June-September southwest monsoon
brings more than 70% of India’s annual rain-
fall. Climatologically, the monsoon arrives
over the Andaman Sea in the third week of
May and advances into the mainland through
Kerala, June 1 being the normal date of onset.

It then advances in surges — typically, the
progress until central India is fast, after which
it slows down. The monsoon normally
reaches north Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and
neighbourhood areas by the end of June, and
covers the entire country by July 15.

An early or timely onset of the monsoon
does not guarantee good rainfall or its distri-
bution over the country throughout the four-
month season. And a delayed onset does not
necessarily mean below-average rainfall for
the entire season.

Cumulative rainfall over the country from
June to September depends on multiple fac-
tors. It also shows natural inter-annual vari-
ability, which makes every monsoon differ-
ent. Alongside the quantum of rainfall, its
distribution is also vital.

The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast ‘above normal’ rainfall this
season. Quantitatively, it is expected to be
106% of the Long Period Average of 880 mm
(1971-2020 data).

The ‘above normal’ rainfall is being attrib-
uted mainly to the soon-to-emerge La Nifia
conditions, which are known to positively
influence the Indian monsoon, and a posi-
tive phase of the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD).

Good start followed by dry spell

The monsoon arrived over the Andaman
Sea and Nicobar Islands on May 19, and hit
the Kerala coast on May 30, two days ahead
of its normal date. It reached over Nagaland,
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Manipur, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, and
parts of Tripura six days early — marking a
rare but not-unheard-of simultaneous onset
over Kerala and large parts of Eastern India.

After May 30, the monsoon progressed
every day, and it had covered Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Mahé,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karnataka,
Telangana, and large parts of Andhra Pradesh
and Maharashtra by June 10.

This kept the all-India rainfall positive at
36.5 mm, or 3% surplus as on June 10. Over
all these states and UTs, the monsoon arrived
three to five days early.

From June 11 onward, the monsoon hasre-
mained stagnant, and dry and hot conditions
have returned to the Southern peninsula. Over
the past week, all-India rainfall has been con-
sistently below average. On Tuesday;, it was mi-
nus 20% (64.5 mm against normal 80.6 mm).

“Initially, the monsoon came in as a big
current but did not bring much rain. This is
not a typical monsoon flow, compared to
what was expected,” M Rajeevan, former
secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences, said.

On Tuesday, the Northern Limit of
Monsoon — the imaginary line indicating the
monsoon’s progress — passed through Navsari,
Jalgaon, Amravati, Chandrapur, Bijapur, Sukma,
Malkangiri, Vizianagaram and Islampur.

The overall deficit is mainly due to states
where the onset of the monsoon has been
delayed. These include Odisha (minus 47%),
West Bengal (minus 11%), Bihar (minus 72%)
and Jharkhand (minus 68%) as on Tuesday.

The return of dry conditions over
Manipur, Mizoram, Lakshadweep, Nagaland,
Kerala, Arunachal Pradesh, Andaman and
Nicobar islands, too, has contributed to the
deficient all-India rainfall.

Two branches of monsoon

The IMD declared onset over Kerala on
May 30, and the monsoon advanced over
large parts of eastern India on the same day,
mainly due to Cyclone Remal, which made
landfall over the West Bengal and
Bangladesh coasts on May 26, and its rem-
nants travelled further inland. Heavy to very
heavy rain lashed Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura, and Sikkim, leading to floods, mud-
slides, and landslides in early June.

Strong westerly/ southwesterly winds
from the Arabian Sea propelled the monsoon
over the Southern peninsula in early June.
Multiple cyclonic circulations along the west-
ern coast also provided conducive conditions
until June 10, after which the absence of syn-
optic systems led to the southwesterly winds
losing steam and the monsoon weakening.

“In the absence of strong easterly winds,
the Bay of Bengal branch of the monsoon
[too] could not advance. We will have to wait
for a fresh pulse and monsoon trough to es-
tablishitself, so that the monsoon system re-
gains strength,” D Sivananda Pai, senior me-
teorologist at IMD, said.

When could it rain?

The monsoon is currently active over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
Sikkim, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,
Tripura and sub-Himalayan West Bengal.
Rainfall activity will pick up along Konkan
and northern Karnataka during the latter half
of this week. But all other regions of the
country will remain dry.

Towards the end of this week, the mon-
soon could advance into the remaining ar-
eas of Maharashtra, some areas of West
Bengal, Odisha, some areas of Chhattisgarh
and Bihar, and coastal Andhra Pradesh.

“We expect the monsoon to revive to-
wards the end of June,” Pai said. However, it
remains uncertain when the monsoon could
setin over northern India.

The IMD has said that some respite in the
heatwave is likely over Jammu and Kashmir
and Himachal Pradesh during this week.
Warm nights and hot conditions shall per-
sist over Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi, and
Chandigarh until Wednesday, but will abate
thereafter. The June rainfall may end up be-
low normal over the country.

Disease that has struck singer Alka Yagnik

EXPERT
EXPLAINS 7~

KALPANA NAGPAL

IN A post on Instagram, Bollywood singer Alka
Yagnik on Monday revealed that she has been
diagnosed with a “rare sensory neural nerve
hearingloss”, known as sensorineural deafness,
after suffering from a viral infection. A leading
ear, neck, and throat (ENT) specialist explains
what sensorineural deafness is, what causes it,
and how it can be prevented.

What is sensorineural deafness?

The human ear consists of external, mid-
dle, and inner structures. When you listen to
a sound, your eardrum or tympanic mem-
brane (which divides the external ear from the

middle ear) vibrates. The vibration passes on
to three tiny bones — malleus, incus, and
stapes — in your middle ear. These bones
transmit the sound waves to the cochlea — a
fluid-filled chamber in your inner ear —which
is lined with tiny hair cells, called stereocilia,
that vibrate when the sound waves hit them.
These hair cells convert the sound waves into
an electrical signal, which is then sent to the
brain, through the auditory nerve — a nerve
that runs from the inner ear to the brain.

Sensorineural hearing loss occurs when
the inner ear is damaged. In this case, stere-
ocilia or the auditory nerve is not able to func-
tion properly, leading to deafness.

Unlike in the case of damage to the exter-
nal or middle ear, deafness due to damage to
the inner ear may not always be cured if not
addressed promptly within 48 hours. Ideally,
you should consult a specialist within a week.

How can the inner ear be damaged?
Like in the case of Yagnik, the inner ear

can be damaged by a viral infection, leading
to sensorineural deafness. The infection typ-
ically triggers inflammatory responses and
swelling, which puts pressure on the inner
chamber. The situation can worsen as stem
cells in the ear are not able to quickly repair
the damaged tiny hair cells.

This season, many people with viral flu
have been diagnosed with sensorineural
deafness. Every year, the flu season has cer-
tain dominant characteristics — this time, it
is hearing loss.

The inner ear can also be damaged due to
ahead injury, exposure to very loud sounds, or
loud sounds that last for a long time.

What are the symptoms?

The sense of hearing drastically goes
down or you cannot hear at all. You are not
able to catch words coherently when others
are talking and they may seem like mum-
bling. There can also be a ringing or buzzing
sound in the ear. Numbness can also occur.

What is the treatment?

If a patient goes to the doctor within a
week of the symptoms surfacing, doctors can
administer steroid injections in the eardrum.
It will improve the hearing and relieve the
swelling. If the damage is more serious, then
there are solutions such as hearing aids,
which can amplify sounds near the patient.
You can also opt for cochlear implants.

How can it be prevented?

The forms of flu are becoming more ag-
gressive with each passing year. As a result,
one should try their best to avoid catching it
— wear a mask in public places, and take an
annual shot of flu vaccine. To protect your-
self from any kind of hearing loss from ex-
ternal sources, wear good earplugs.

Dr Nagpal is a senior consultant at the
ENT in Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, New
Delhi. She spoke to

Rinlu Ghosh.

Strategic imperative and environment concern in Great Nicobar project

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

Sowhy does India want to develop Great
Nicobar, and why has the proposed three-
phase, 30-year project faced sustained crit-

icism from conservationists, wildlife biolo-

THE CONGRESS party has described the
proposed Rs 72,000-crore infra upgrade at
the Great Nicobar Island as a “grave threat”
to the island’s indigenous inhabitants and
fragile ecosystem, and demanded “immedi-
ate suspension of all clearances” and a
“thorough, impartial review of the pro-
posed project, including by the
Parliamentary committees concerned”.
Great Nicobar is the southernmost and
largest of the Nicobar Islands, a sparsely in-
habited 910-sq-km patch of mainly tropi-
cal rainforest in southeastern Bay of Bengal.
Indira Point on the island, India’s southern-
most point, is only 90 nautical
miles (less than 170 km) from
Sabang at the northern tip of
Sumatra, the largest island of

POLICY

gists, and some local tribal councils?

The infra project

The mega infrastructure project — which
is beingimplemented by the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Integrated Development
Corporation (ANIIDCO) — is proposed to in-
clude an International Container
Transshipment Terminal (ICTT), a greenfield
international airport with a peak hour ca-
pacity to handle 4,000 passengers, a town-
ship, and a gas and solar based power plant
spread across 16,610 hectares.

The project for the “holistic develop-
ment” of Great Nicobar Island
was implemented after a re-
port by NITI Aayog. A pre-fea-
sibility report flagged the op-

the Indonesian archipelago.

Great Nicobar has two national parks, a
biosphere reserve, small populations of the
Shompen and Nicobarese tribal peoples,
and a few thousand non-tribal settlers.

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a
cluster of 836 islands, split into two groups
—the Andaman Islands to the north and the
Nicobar Islands to the south — by the 150-
km wide Ten Degree Channel.

portunity to leverage the
strategic location of the island, which is
roughly equidistant from Colombo in Sri
Lanka to the southwest and Port Klang
(Malaysia) and Singapore to the southeast.

It is close to the Malacca Strait, the main
waterway that connects the Indian Ocean to
the Pacific,and the ICTT is expected to “allow
Great Nicobar to participate in the regional
and global maritime economy by becoming
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amajor player in cargo transshipment”. A pro-
posed “greenfield city” will tap into both the
maritime and tourism potential of the island.

The site for the proposed ICTT and power
plant is Galathea Bay on the southeastern
corner of Great Nicobar Island, where there
is no human habitation. The project was
granted in-principle forest clearance and en-
vironmental clearance in October 2022. A
detailed project report (DPR) has been pre-
pared, and the union government is likely

toinvite bids for the initial phase of construc-
tion of the terminal in the coming months.

Strategic importance

The Bay of Bengal and Indian Ocean re-
gion are of vital strategic and security inter-
est to India as the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army Navy seeks to expand its
footprint across the region. India is wary of
abuild-up of Chinese maritime forces at the
Indo-Pacific choke points of especially

Malacca, Sunda, and Lombok. China’s at-
tempts to expand its footprint in the region
includes building a military facility at Coco
Islands (Myanmar) lying just 55 km to the
north of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

In April this year, The Indian Express re-
ported that a major military infrastructure
upgrade was underway at the Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, including revamping air-
fields and jetties and building additional lo-
gistics and storage facilities, a base for mil-
itary personnel, and a robust surveillance
infrastructure. The upgrade is aimed at fa-
cilitating the deployment of additional mil-
itary forces, larger and more warships, air-
craft, missile batteries, and troops.

Close surveillance of the entire area
around the archipelago, and the building up
of a strong military deterrence at Great
Nicobaris crucial for India’s national security.

Environmental concerns

The proposed infra upgrade has been op-
posed on grounds of the threat it poses to the
ecology of the islands. The opposition — by
wildlife conservation researchers,anthropol-
ogists, scholars, and civil society apart from
the Congress — has focused on the potentially
devastating impact on the Shompen, a par-
ticularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) of
hunter-gatherers with an estimated popula-
tion of a few hundred individuals who live in

atribal reserve on the island.

It has been alleged that the project vio-
lates the rights of the tribal population, and
will impact the island’s ecology with the
felling of nearly a million trees. It is feared
that the port project will destroy coral reefs
with spinoff effects on the local marine
ecosystem, and pose a threat to the terres-
trial Nicobar Megapode bird and leatherback
turtles who nest in the Galathea Bay area.

The Congress statement, issued by sen-
ior leader and former Environment Minister
Jairam Ramesh, has also pointed out that the
proposed port is in a seismically volatile
zone that saw permanent subsidence of
about 15 ft during the 2004 tsunami. The
statement has accused the local administra-
tion of not consulting the Tribal Council of
Great and Little Nicobar Islands adequately
as per legal requirements. In November
2022, the tribal council revoked a no-objec-
tion certificate it had issued for diversion of
about 160 sq km of forest land, saying they
had not been given full information.

In April 2023, the Kolkata Bench of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) declined to
interfere with the environmental and forest
clearance granted to the project. The
Tribunal, however, ordered that a high-
power committee should be constituted to
look into the clearances. An appeal against
the NGT’s order was dismissed in 2023.
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New dynamics
The G-7 must review its own purpose
in a rapidly changing world

elcoming leaders of 10 countries in-
W cluding Prime Minister Narendra Mo-

di to the “G-7 Outreach” Summit, Ita-
ly’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said it was
important to step away from the old trope of the
“West vs the Rest”. That sentiment explained Ita-
ly’s decision to invite mainly the Global South
countries including BRICS notables such as Bra-
zil, India, and the UAE, to hold an outreach with
seven African countries on energy issues, and to
host the summit in the Mediterranean Apulia re-
gion. The G-7 was once hailed as a dynamic group
of the world’s most developed democracies
where heads of state would roll up their sleeves
once a year to effect real solutions to global finan-
cial and development issues. However, with ma-
nufacturing slowdowns, the COVID-19 pandemic,
and the impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict and
western sanctions, the grouping has appeared
more tired, and its meetings less effective. The
shaky electoral fortunes of most of the G-7 leader-
ship did not enhance that image at the summit.
The joint communiqué read more like a laundry
list of the world’s problems, than it did as a strong
call to action on resolving them. Most salient was
the G-7’s continued “military, budget, humanitar-
ian, and reconstruction support” for Ukraine,
but with no constructive plan on how to end the
war. A Gaza ceasefire appeal has also not been ac-
cepted by Israel. The G-7’s focus on China in the
Indo-Pacific and on “industrial targeting” and un-
fair practices was particularly sharp, but it re-
mains to be seen whether any member-country
will reduce its own considerable trade ties with
Beijing. A line in the communiqué that recommit-
ted to about eight infrastructure corridors, in-
cluding the India-Middle East-Europe Corridor,
reinforced the lack of focus on executing (as dis-
tinct from discussing) projects.

Given the G-7’s current situation, India, in at-
tendance for the eleventh time, could well take
stock of the engagement’s utility. While the event
was an opportune moment for Mr. Modi, now in
his third term, to meet with some of the world’s
top leadership, the meetings themselves did not
yield many outcomes. Formal bilaterals with the
leaders of important partner the U.S., and frac-
tious relationship-ridden Canada, did not mate-
rialise. Mr. Modi focused on India’s elections as a
“victory for the democratic world”, on the im-
portance of harnessing technology and artificial
intelligence to bridge global inequalities, and on
the value of the Global South, especially Africa. It
would seem most of those issues would be better
addressed in a larger and more representational
format such as the G-20, while the G-7 may wish
to review its own identity and purpose amidst a
rapidly changing global power dynamic.

Drastic decline

Anodyne approach to oppositional
politics has made BSP a shell of its past

l n Indian democracy, if a ruling party does

not perform according to the expectations
of the electorate, the opposition always gets
the opportunity to win back the support of the
people, provided it works towards earning it.
This is evident in the contrasting fortunes of the
Samajwadi Party-Congress alliance and that of
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), in Uttar Pradesh
in the general election. The SP-Congress alliance
took recourse to coherent messaging, targeting
the Union government on issues related to pro-
tecting constitutional rights and freedoms and
economic problems, while managing to stitch a
new alliance that transcended the politics of nar-
row caste arithmetic reminiscent of the Mandal
years. This helped it win 43 seats, boost its vote
share and gain support from OBCs and Dalits. In
contrast, the BSP’s vote share fell to 9.4% — a
nearly four point drop from the 2022 Assembly
elections — as even its loyal Jatav backers split
their support between the three major political
forces in the State. Other non-Jatav Dalits, OBC
sections and the minorities (overwhelmingly in
their case) endorsed the SP-Congress alliance.
The BSP, a party, which began as a movement
led by Kanshi Ram, reached its apogee in the late
2000s after being part of a series of post-poll coa-
lition governments before winning power on its
own in a split polity in 2007. By this time, its ide-
ology had also shifted from being a “bahujan” (a
term connoting the subaltern) to that of a “sarv-
jan” party, a catch-all phrase for an alliance of
contradictions in order to win a broad-based
vote. In government, the BSP accorded dignity to
the Dalit population in the State and engaged in a
fervent politics of Dalit symbolism, but showed
little gumption to address socio-economic issues
through steps such as redistribution or enlight-
ened governance. Out of power since 2012, the
party has remained an anodyne force, with its
leader Mayawati abjuring agitational politics and
largely limiting her political messaging and acti-
vism to statements and press releases. Her party
has retreated into a cocoon even as it has sought
to be a spoiler in the parliamentary elections by
promoting a political messaging that relied on a
false equivalence of the BJP and the SP-Congress.
After her defeat, Ms. Mayawati blamed EVMs, the
weather and the lack of trust among Muslims,
while still refusing to acknowledge her own lack
of agency that has resulted in the BSP’s decline.
To revive itself, the BSP can learn from the expe-
riences of the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi or
even the fledgling Aazad Samaj Party (Kanshi
Ram) that have taken to ideological and agitation-
al struggle to represent the interests of Dalits, al-
lowing these parties to punch above their weight.
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The boomerang effect in this general election, and how

he 2024 general election verdict has

many takeaways. While some say that

it has enlarged what was becoming a

shrinking space for dissent and
democracy, others say it has created hope for
change in the future by reining in what would be
called Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s virtual
dictatorial run.

But these are only the visible effects.

There is something deeply philosophical about
this verdict. It is actually a civilisation-strikes-back
occasion for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
its ecosystem. The Hindutva project, that is
spearheaded by Mr. Modi, has re-opened the old
civilisational suspicion in the minds of the
religious have-nots among Hindus. Far from
creating a Hindu monolith, it has resulted in only
counter-polarisation among Hindus themselves.

Clearly, Hindutva’s civilisational call to Hindus
to unite against a perceived enemy, mainly
Muslims and liberals, and to reclaim Bharat’s
“glorious” past has proved counter productive.
The 2024 verdict has proved that Hindutva
politics has ended up polarising Hindus instead of
uniting them.

The Constitution as turning point

This has been amply borne out by the subject of
the Constitution gaining huge currency in the
2024 battle. The Constitution has been under
attack from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
ecosystem right from the time it was being
formulated and debated. With Mr. Modi riding a
wave of unprecedented popularity, the Hindutva
ecosystem thought it had the numbers in
Parliament and also sufficient moral authority to
start talking about “changing the Constitution”.

It began by blaming the Opposition for
orchestrating a ‘false’ campaign against the BJP
that it would change the Constitution to rob the
backward castes and tribes of their affirmative
action privileges guaranteed by the statute. But
the Opposition was only picking up points from
the several statements made by the BJP’s own
leaders and poll nominees.

Mr. Modi also entered the election with a
repeated and strident call for 400 seats for his
party. A relevant question was why was this
number needed if not for changing the
Constitution?

When some questions began to be asked, Mr.
Modi tried every trick to neutralise any
perception over the issue of the Constitution. But
the impression had percolated deep and the
damage had been done.

The most encouraging takeaway from this
battle between Hindutva’s civilisational haves and
have-nots is that the Constitution — which
embodied the essence of the civilisational course
correction painstakingly championed by the
leading lights of Independence struggle — itself
proved to be the reason for this realisation about
the real intent of Hindutva’s civilisational project.
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This was to resurrect the so-called great and
glorious past of Hindu civilisation and to
“decolonise” Hindu society’s collective mindset
through a project that essentially relied on
poisoning people’s minds with a pathological
hatred for those who do not belong to Hindu
civilisation.

The Constitution itself was necessitated by the
deeply dehumanising inequalities inherent to
Hindu civilisation. In fact, Constitutions all over
the world were necessitated by similar concerns.

Right-wing intellectuals, however, very
insidiously try to belittle the path-breaking
contribution by the makers of modern India by
arguing that the statute book has great values in it
not because of any outside influence, but because
those values have flowed in from the “great”
Hindu value-system.

One of the most commonly cited examples of
this argument is that secularism was always
inherent to the Hindu way of thinking. And, as
such, it found its expression in the constitutional
scheme of things.

The Hindutva protagonists, however, in the
same breath, also prove themselves wrong by
indulging in a demonising of Muslims and other
minorities.

This hatred for non-Hindus is not the only
thing that contradicts their own claims of
“justness” in Hindus’ ancient civilisational past. It
is the affirmative action part of the Constitution
that Hindutva revivalists often find tough to sit
pretty with. So, while overtly supporting
reservations, many Hindutva protagonists often
openly denigrate it and also form the vanguard of
“save merit” campaigns.

It also shows up when they start glorifying the
Manusmriti and also try to introduce it in school
and university curricula.

Clearly, their line of the Constitution being a
reflection of past glory is subterfuge to cover up
their ideological forefathers’ past sins of opposing
the Constitution in Constituent Assembly debates
as well as in articles in right-wing publications
when the Constitution was in the making. But the
cover-up has been exposed.

‘Political acumen’ that was overestimated
The Hindu have-nots have a clear sense now of
the possibility of the BJP turning the Constitution
on its head by altering it to suit the BJP’s idea of
India that is anchored in some deeply
problematic sociological premises. This
realisation has had its singlemost profound
impact in the 2024 elections — in a humiliating
reversal for Mr. Modi’s mission. And, as it is there
for all to see, the BJP has only itself to blame. The
Opposition only found the weak spot and
exploited it to stunning effect.

What Mr. Modi and the whole Hindutva
ecosystem must understand is that their social
engineering and Hindu consolidation efforts over
the past many decades have been brought to a

naught by themselves alone. They tried to stand
on two stools — an anti-minority plank and
Constitution misdemeanour — and only ended up
falling between the two. They tried to unite caste
Hindus (upper castes were always organically on
board) against Muslims and also antagonised
caste Hindus, who were their foot soldiers in the
anti-Muslim project, with their anti-Constitution
bravado. In the process, they paid a heavy price.

There are several examples that underline this
boomerang effect in this election. But nothing
illustrates the issue in this way than the BJP’s own
defeat in Ayodhya in this election. The fact that
the Opposition candidate, a Dalit candidate
fielded by the Samajwadi Party, won shows that
the people were not receptive to the Ram temple
as something with which to cover themselves in
glory, and that social justice was the real public
concern. It also exposed the overestimated
political acumen as well as the vulnerabilities of
the BJP’s self-styled Chanakyas.

So, where does the Hindutva project, in
decline, go from here? Will this suspicion in the
minds of the Hindu have-nots remain etched or
will it wither away with time?

Going a bit deeper into the subaltern side of
this election, it looks that the advantage of the
BJP’s labharthi (beneficiary schemes) was mostly
cancelled out by the Samvidhan (Constitution)
buzz since the labharthi section is largely the
same as those disturbed by the BJP’s Samvidhan
plan. With this, the BJP’s best bet becomes
ineffective.

The Opposition must rediscover its voice
With Mr. Modi now having to run a coalition
government, the Constitution debate might
remain latent, unless the Opposition keeps it
burning.

And burn it must, because a vast majority of
Hindus have been fooled into believing that their
real battle is with Muslims and not with the
Hindutva haves, when actually, if at all, it is the
other way round.

The makers of the Constitution had such deep
divisions within India, and Hindu society in
particular, in mind when the Constitution was
being drafted. The non-BJP regimes managed to
keep the Constitution’s basic structure intact,
keeping not only Hindus and non-Hindus
together but also a deeply divided Hindu society
as one whole.

Now, the Constitution has struck back, giving
the BJP a civilisation rebuff.

The Opposition has its task cut out. It must
keep this fight of social justice alive and prevent
the misuse of Hindu have-nots to achieve
Hindutva’s communal goals.

The Hindu have-nots must cease to be a part of
the right-wing’s project as they have their own
battles to wage and win against those who have
misled them into believing that their real battle
lies outside the Hindu fold.

The high cost of a global economic decoupling

he announcement by United States
T President Joe Biden, in May, to slap a fresh

round of tariffs on a range of Chinese
imports, has refuelled fears of a new phase of
decoupling in the world economy. Siding with
Washington, policymakers in Europe are also
deliberating having a ‘united front’ to counter
China’s pursuit of coercive economic practices.

While this may define the trajectory of

China-U.S. relations, it is not clear what the
long-term costs are going to be. With China, the
West’s trade risk calculations have increasingly
become a function of national security.
Contesting the liberal premise, the new political
rhetoric in Washington assumes that since
economic interdependence does not benefit
China and the U.S. equally, it is likely that Beijing
will weaponise vulnerabilities to its ends. In fact,
the Biden administration’s decision to resume a
tariff war with China, reveals how political, and
not economic, considerations become key in
deciding what goods would receive tariff
increases.

The story in the tariffs

The latest tariff on Chinese electric vehicles (EV)
is a case in point. Given that the U.S. imports few
EVs from China, the decision reinforces Mr.
Biden’s pro-union stance and his support for the
ongoing efforts of the United Auto Workers (UAW)
to scale up EV manufacturing domestically.
Conceived as a pre-emptive measure, the
quadrupling of tariffs from 25% also explains the
fear that the American auto union has vis-a-vis the
fast-growing Chinese car and battery industry
and its ability to outcompete traditional domestic
automakers in no time.

The new tariffs on medical devices, on the
other hand, are a straightforward way to grow
independent of China. For a decade now, China
has been the primary source of medical
equipment to the U.S., with imports nearing $640
million in 2023.

Many American health-care businesses have
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their manufacturing and research laboratories in
China, and they have been ramping up their
investments owing to China’s growing health-care
needs for the elderly and demand for quality
health-care services. However, the deepening
mistrust between the leaders of China and the
U.S. creates pressure on the private sector and is
likely to increase the burden of health-care costs
on domestic patients in both countries. What
protectionist enthusiasts often forget is that the
costs of protection are borne through higher
prices paid by consumers.

The long-term effects

While continuity with the Trump-era tariffs
seems to be the obvious answer to deal with an
aggressive China, the world economic situation is
at odds with the geopolitical realities. The vicious
cycle of tit-for-tat tariffs further exacerbates the
dangers arising out of protectionism, encouraging
other countries to follow suit. Moreover, the new
import restrictions on Chinese clean energy
products would delay the green transition targets
and the expansion of renewables worldwide. As
China faces slowing growth and rising household
debts, many western multinationals dependent
on China’s vast consumer market will see a dip in
their earnings.

For resource-rich countries such as Australia
and Brazil, a slowing Chinese economy would not
only hurt their exports in various commodities
but also create downward pressures on iron-ore
prices. For these economies that are heavily
dependent on China for their exports,
diversifying into other markets is never an easy
task.

Similarly, the European Union’s approach to
de-risking trade in critical raw minerals with
China may entail a greater risk of Beijing
tightening its iron grip on the supply chain. As
the scramble to control the value chain of rare
earths intensifies, one cannot rule out the
possibility of a mineral-rich grouping, led by
China, trying to dictate the terms of green trade

in the years to come.

Southeast Asia has also not been immune to
the effects of protectionism and great power
competition. While the region is said to benefit
from production and investment shifting from
China, the dependence on Beijing for technology
and investment continues to run high. And the
region’s prospects of replacing China as the major
supplier of components and manufactured goods
could dim if Washington imposes stricter rules of
origin and eschew access to goods from third
countries that use components either made in
China or by Chinese firms located in these
countries.

With a burgeoning consumer market, India
remains next in line in expecting to benefit from
the decoupling dynamics. But, one is not sure of
the extent of gains in terms of global market share
and the time this transition would take. The
reason is that India’s manufacturing continues to
be in a catching-up phase despite several
initiatives by the government. New Delhi faces
tough competition in low-end manufacturing
from its South and South-East Asian neighbours,
and its deep economic entanglements with China
remain.

A potential crisis

One, therefore, sees no end in sight if this cycle of
escalation continues. More than its real
significance, global investors would deeply feel
the psychological effects of decoupling. What
makes this strategy worse is its deliberate
distancing from the World Trade Organization
(WTO). Once a flag bearer of WTO rules,
Washington continues to block the appointment
of judges to the WTO Appellate Body, rendering
the adjudicatory process paralysed. While a
direct collision between the two is unlikely, the
intensifying geopolitical rivalry along with the
fragmentation of the global economy puts the
future of the liberal international order at a high
risk. And, it would benefit neither the U.S., China
or the rest of the world.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rail accident

The train accident in West
Bengal’s Darjeeling district
(Page 1, June 18) has
highlighted the perilous
state of rail safety in India.
The hasty imputation,
without proper inquiry, that
the accident is due to
human failure, is premature
and inconsistent with the

N. Sadasivan Pillai,

rules. The Railways must
wean itself away from
‘vanity projects’ and focus
on rail safety. Restoring the
exclusive Railway Budget is
also an imperative need.

Guntakal, Andhra Pradesh

The Congress’s next move
Congress leader Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra did emerge as
a star campaigner in the
general election, but it is
too early to perceive what
extent her impact as a
lawmaker will be, if it
materialises. Wayanad, in
all likelihood, will give Ms.
Gandhi a thumbs up, but
her litmus test will be the
State Assembly elections.

How far she will succeed in
countering challenges
posed by the formidable
saffron party, swinging
votes in her party’s favour,
remains to be seen.

V. Johan Dhanakumar,
Chennai

‘Brahmastra’ will be on test
in the political battlefield.
Parliament and its business
are a different game
altogether. It remains to be
seen how the Gandhi
siblings steer and rebuild
the party, by encouraging

Testing time

When aspirants have to
undergo much stress during
their appearance for NEET,
those who facilitated paper
leaks and committed other
offences need to face severe
punishment. Hard-working

new talent. students deserve better.
The Congress has rolled its S. Venkataraman, A.P. Thiruvadi,
last dice as the Congress’s Bengaluru Chennai
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Time for a Census, come what may

hy has the 2021

Census been

delayed for so

long? Here is one
plausible answer: the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is delaying the
Census because it wants to
fast-track the “delimitation”
exercise in anticipation of the
2029 Lok Sabha elections.

If this sounds absurd, think
again. The 84th amendment of the
Constitution clearly states that the
next delimitation exercise is to be
based on the first census after
2026. 1f the next census happens,
say, in 2024 or 2025, then
delimitation will have to wait until
after the following census, i.e.
sometime in the 2030s. So, if the
BJP wants delimitation before the
2029 elections, then it must
continue to drag its feet on the
census until 2026 or even 2027
(since a 2026 census may not
qualify as “after 2026”).

Delimitation refers to periodic
attempts to ensure that the shares
of different States in Lok Sabha
seats are similar to their respective
population shares, and also that
all constituencies have the same
population size as far as possible,
as required under Article 81 of the
Constitution. As is well known, the
forthcoming delimitation exercise
is likely to shift the balance of Lok
Sabha seats in favour of States that
have experienced relatively fast
population growth since 1973,
when the last inter-State
delimitation was carried out
(based on the 1971 Census). This
means, in particular, that the seat
shares of the northern States will
grow at the expense of the
southern States. Naturally, this is a
can of worms. Some of the
southern States may rebel. If the
BJP is able to get away with this,
however, its electoral prospects
will improve, since it has a much
stronger base in the north than in
the south.

The Opposition could try to
thwart this plot by insisting on the
timely completion of the Census,
before 2026. There is certainly an
objective argument for it. Census
data are essential for many
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purposes, including the
implementation of welfare

schemes. To illustrate, the number

of people benefiting from
subsidised food rations would

increase by more than 100 million

if updated census figures were

available to revise the coverage of

the National Food Security Act.
Postponing the Census deprives
many people of essential
entitlements. The Opposition
could feed two birds with one
crumb by insisting on an early

census and deferred delimitation.

The issue could also be taken to
the Supreme Court: setting the
date of the Census is the Central

government’s privilege under the

law but postponing the 2021
Census by more than five years
can be construed as an abuse of
privilege and infringement of
people’s fundamental rights.

However, there is a catch, or so
it may seem. This catch is related
to women’s reservation. The 106th

amendment of the Constitution,
passed last September, provides

for one-third reservation of seats
for women in the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies. Under Section 5,

this is due to come into effect

“after an exercise of delimitation is
undertaken for this purpose after

the relevant figures for the first
census taken after [2023] have
been published” (emphasis
added). So far, this has been

interpreted to mean that women’s
reservation would begin after the

larger delimitation exercise

required by the 84th amendment.
In that case, an early census would
postpone women’s reservation, by

postponing delimitation. However,
the words “for this purpose” in
Section 5 can also be read to mean
that women’s reservation could
proceed on the basis of its own
delimitation exercise (involving
nothing more than the designation
of “women only” constituencies)
ahead of the larger delimitation
exercise. Therefore, nothing
prevents the Opposition from
arguing for (1) an early Census, (2)
women’s reservation from then
onwards under the 106th
amendment, and (3) delimitation
later on (sometime in the 2030s)
under the 84th amendment.

How much is the BJP likely to
gain from delimitation? Before
June 4, 2024, it seemed like it had
a lot to gain because it had
overwhelming support in the
northern States and very little in
the south. Today, that picture has
changed, as the BJP lost ground in
the north but gained some in the
south. Nevertheless, the BJP still
has a strong stake in delimitation.
Consider this exercise. If the seat
shares of political parties within
States were to be kept constant
even as the 543 Lok Sabha seats
were redistributed across States in
proportion to their current
population, how would this affect
the overall seat shares of the NDA
and INDIA coalitions today? The
answer is that the NDA’s seat share
would rise by about 3 percentage
points, from 54% (294 seats out of
543) to 57%, while INDIA’s share
would drop by 2 percentage points
or so. In absolute terms, this
means that the NDA would have
about 309 seats instead of 294 - an
extra 15 seats. This is a big deal.
The reverse side of the coin,
however, is that delimitation might
lead to a backlash against the BJP
in the south. The BJP may or may
not decide to cross that creaky
bridge before 2029.

The fact remains that
postponing the Census is hard to
justify. Aside from obstructing
women’s reservation, it deprives
millions of people of essential
entitlements. They should not be
held hostage to any party’s
electoral stratagems.

Welfare, voters, and mobilisation

Andhra’s political parties must consider the challenges of a populist model too

STATE OF PLAY

Vignesh Karthik K.R.
Chandra Sekhar Vadigalla

he outgoing Chief Mi-
T nister, Y.S. Jaganmo-

han Reddy, in his poig-
nant address after the rout of
his party, The Yuvajana Srami-
ka Rythu Congress Party
(YSRCP), in State Assembly
and general elections said;
“...and yet, after all these in-
credible transformations, af-
ter touching the lives of mil-
lions, I wonder where has that
affection gone, where did the
warmth vanish...” The YSRCP
government put in place a
strategic new welfare-based
governance model, leveraging
short-term welfare measures
to lay the groundwork for
more extensive, infrastruc-
ture-focussed and capital-in-
tensive endeavours. These
welfare programmes, particu-
larly aimed at women voters,
were significant for their pre-
cision in reaching intended
beneficiaries, and for their
chequered impact on political
parties and their workers in
Andhra.

Women, particularly in the
below-middle-class sections,
are a crucial demographic in
Andhra politics. Our fieldwork
in four districts indicates that
the welfare initiatives of the
YSRCP substantially contribut-
ed to attracting women voters.
The ‘YSR Cheyutha’ scheme
offers direct financial aid,
while ‘Amma Vodi’ provides
crucial support for education.
A door-to-door volunteer sys-
tem was introduced which
streamlined access to these
benefits, especially for unedu-
cated rural women.

Focusing on the immediate
needs of women allowed the
YSRCP to create a stable sup-
port base, leaving room for

the party to pursue long-term

Andhra
Pradesh

initiatives. Andhra Pradesh
under Jal Jeevan mission for
reliable clean water supply in-
stalled water meters in over
two-thirds of households. The
‘Nadu-Nedu’ scheme upgrad-
ed school infrastructure and
introduced English medium
education.

Historically, political com-
munication has promoted
welfare and development but
as distinct categories. Yet, vo-
ters do not delink long-term
and short-term goals. This is
something the YSRCP seemed
to have understood, boosting
its potential for electoral victo-
ries. Besides, the volunteer
network eliminated the need
to rely on elite support for be-
nefit distribution. This was
practically achieved by direct
benefit transfers, which can
mute the influence of rural
caste elites on redistributive
schemes. That said, the caste
elites still hold sway over so-
ciety in Andra.

Streamlined delivery, re-
duced bureaucracy, and mini-
mised leakages build voter
trust and limit local cadres’
control over resources. This
shift in power dynamics has
weakened local leaders’ abili-
ty to mobilise support and cul-
tivate cadres. The cadres,
deeply invested in the party’s
ideology or leadership charis-
ma, are crucial for voter mo-
bilisation. The YSRCP’s suc-
cess largely depends on its
charismatic leader. However,
this charisma is not easily
transferable, necessitating di-
rect interaction with the lead-

er. Marginalising cadres and
limiting their access to leader-
ship has undermined their
motivation and hurt the
YSRCP’s electoral prospects.

While volunteers are capa-
ble of delivering schemes,
their lack of ideological con-
nection with voters makes it
easier for similar parties to at-
tract support. Volunteers’ ef-
fectiveness in scheme delivery
has not translated into electo-
ral success for YSRCP because
welfare and economic empo-
werment alone do not bind
voters to a party. Without an
ideological core, voters can be
swayed by any party offering
similar benefits and
accessibility.

Conversely, the Telugu De-
sam Party’s traditional ap-
proach, involving numerous
localised rallies and a compar-
able basket of welfare
schemes, has proven more ef-
fective. Their strategy of small-
er, frequent rallies contrasts
with Mr. Reddy’s preference
for large public gatherings.
This method has allowed the
TDP to maintain a stronger
grassroots connection and
mobilise voters more
effectively.

Through its welfare model,
the YSRCP established a po-
werful populist leader and
built a loyal voter base but also
undermined internal party dy-
namics, raising doubts about
its long-term viability. The ab-
sence of a robust ideological
framework begs the question:
can a party reliant solely on
populism endure periods out
of power? This is a critical con-
sideration for parties on a si-
milar path.

Vignesh Karthik K.R. is a
postdoctoral research fellow at
the Royal Netherlands Institute
of Southeast Asian and Carib-
bean Studies, Leiden.

Chandra Sekhar Vadigalla is
a doctoral researcher at Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, Delhi.

DATA POINT

Srinivasan Ramani
Swetha Kumar

egional parties have been
Ra significant presence in
Indian polity for over

three decades now. In the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, they could be
classified into three types — one,
parties that allied with the Bharati-
ya Janata Party in the National De-
mocratic Alliance; two, parties
that were part of the INDIA bloc
and a distinctive third category.
This category includes parties that
were technically not part of the
NDA, and had, in the recent past,
endorsed controversial legisla-
tions introduced by the BJP or
adopted ideological positions clos-
er to that of the BJP.

The first category includes par-
ties such as the Shiv Sena (led by
Eknath Shinde), Janata Dal (Unit-
ed), Telugu Desam Party, Janata
Dal (Secular), Lok Janshakti Party,
Asom Gana Parishad and National-
ist Congress Party.

The second category includes
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, the
Samajwadi Party, the Shiv Sena
(UBT), Nationalist Congress Party
(SP), the Left parties, Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal and Aam Aadmi Party.
The Trinamool Congress support-
ed the alliance after the polls.

The third category includes the
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress
Party, Biju Janata Dal, the
ATIADMK, the Bahujan Samaj Party,
the Bharat Rashtra Samiti and the
Shiromani Akali Dal.

In 2024, the fortunes of the par-
ties in the first two categories were
tied to the fate of their respective
alliances — they did well where the
dominant party of the alliance per-
formed well. But the parties in the
third category did rather poorly.

Table 1 looks at three legisla-
tions by BJP that were in line with
their ideological positions on
“asymmetric federalism in India”
— dilution of Article 370, Farmers
Bill and Citizenship Amendment
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Act. Table 1 lists where select par-
ties positioned themselves on
legislations.
YSCRP, BJD, BRS, AIADMK, AAP

these

and BSP supported BJP on one or

more of these legislations, despite
technically contesting against the
BJP in their respective States and
ideologically being opposed to it.
Table 2 looks at the perfor-
mance of YSCRP, BJD, AIADMK,
BRS, BSP and AAP (not in the third

category but endorsed the dilution

of Article 370). These parties suf-
fered a significant loss. The AAP
had later taken antagonistic posi-
tions to the BJP but had also, like
some State units of the Congress
such in Madhya Pradesh and Guja-
rat, resorted to “soft Hindutva” as
a counter to the BJP’s emphasis on
Hindutva as an ideological distin-
guishing mark. The Congress also
suffered some of its heaviest de-
feats in these two States.

In T.N., the AIADMK lost much
support after its alliance with BJP
and could not recover it even after
ending the alliance as the DMK-led
coalition had a stronger cementing
factor in its ideological outlook to-
wards BJP. The YSRCP’s endorse-
ment of the BJP’s ideologically mo-
tivated legislations robbed it of any
distinguishing factor and especial-
ly the support of minorities, many
of whom — according to the Lokni-
ti post-poll survey — voted for the
rival TDP and the Jana Sena Party
despite their alliance with the BJP.

The BJD’s
Centre/ rivals in the State” ap-
proach only allowed the BJP to
grow at its expense, a fate that was
endured by the BRS, whose later
turn towards being equidistant
from Congress and the BJP did not
help either. The BSP also adopted
the same ploy of “equidistance”
and limited its critique of the BJP,
abjuring any agitational opposi-
tion. It, too, suffered a significant
erosion of support, with many vo-
ters endorsing the SP-Congress
coalition in U.P. These parties also
lost out on votes from those who
wanted to support one of the na-
tional alliances.
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Parties that endorsed the BJP’s signature ideological policies despite taking on them electorally, suffered in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 19, 1974
e how Neither here, nor there smallpox in fifth plan period
The data for the tables are sourced from the Election Commission of India
SRINAGAR, June 18. The Union Health Minister,
Table 1: The table lists where select parties positioned themselves on the three controversial legislations Mr. Karan Singh, on June 17 directed health
Citizenship Amendment BIll Farmers Bill Article 370 Bill authorities at t.he Cer}tre and m.the Stat(?s to see
|Supportedlii] pid not support | that smallpox is eradicated during the Fifth Plan
BJP,AIADMK,  |AITC, SP, JD(U), YSRCP, | Congress, BSP, YSRCP, TDP, BRS, | AITC, SP, period. L
AkaliDal, Shiv | Congress, CPI(M),  BJD*, BJP, AITC, TRS, SP, DMK, BJD, JD(U), Shiv Sena, | Congress He set this deadline in his inaugural address
Sena, JDU, DMK, RJD, BSP, AIADMK RJD, AAP, BSP AIADMK, AAP, BJP to the northern zonal administrative medical
YSRCP, BJD AAP, NCP *in Lok Sabha officers’ conference here.
Table 2: The table looks at the perf f YSRCP, BJD, AIADMK, BSP and AAP. In the tables, the State parties’ vote sh dth He said he was not impressed by the officials’
able 2: etable loOKs a e performance o y B 5 an . Inthe tables, the State parties vote share an e 0 s . s .
BJP’s vote share is mentioned. The State parties’ contested vote share (cont.) and the BJP’s contested vote share is also listed explanatlon that the l‘ncrease in the incidence of
smallpox was due to improved arrangements for
Lok Sabha elections Assembly elections counting and recording of cases.
Year Type | BJD BJD cont. |BJP BJP cont. Increase H? malaria lnadenc,e .
vote% |vote% | vote% |vote% Mr. Karan Singh noted that the incidence of
2009 |Ls |372 |a37 169 169 malaria, which came down from 75 millions in
e e lwe  ma se o the pre-lndepend(?nce period to about 150,000 a
decade ago, had since gone up to about 1.5
2019 [LS (433 (433 384 (389 o < s : ” U
r s 375 1373 253 lama millions. This “disturbing trend” was primarily
’ ’ ’ ’ due to the fact that mosquitoes had developed
resistance to the spray used in the malaria
2009 | AETT([38:97|144.2 151 153 eradication programme. Another reason was the
2014 |AE 434 434 180 |18.0 complacency that had developed in the States
2019 |AE 447 447 325  |325 and at the Centre too. He wanted malaria
2024 |AE  |40.2 |40.2 40.1  [40.1 eradication to be given the highest priority.
In Andhra Pradesh
Year |Type |ADMK |ADMK cont. BJP BJP cont. Year Type |[YSRCP |YSRCP cont. |BJP BJP cont.
vote % | vote % vote % |vote % vote % |vote % vote % |vote % A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 19, 1924
2009 [LS [229 (391 5.5 53 2019 LS [49.9 49.9 1.0 1.0 .
2014 |15 |49 445 |56 |241 204 i [396 30 13 Jao Indian students at Oxford.
2019 |LS [19.4 336 3.6 28.8
201 AE ! J 4 !
2024 |LS [205 |232 112|196 019 00 1500 08 109 LANGUAGE QUALIFICATION.
2024 AE  |39.4 39.4 2.8 50.0 . .
(Special Cable--Copy right.)
2006 |AE [32.6 |40.8 2.0 2.1 [ In Delhi | LONDON, June 18. The crowded Congregation
. 2011 |AE |384 |54.1 22 26 Year Type | AAP AAPcont. |BJP  |BJP cont. of the Oxford University rejected by 60 votes to
“friends at the 2016 |AE 408 |11 28 36 vote% |vote % vote % |vote % 33 the statute under which previous study of
2001 |AE 1333|405 26 343 2014 LS 331 33.1 46.4 46.6 either Latin, Greek, French or Qerman would no
2019 LS |182 18.2 56.8  |56.9 longer be a necessary qualification for the status
In Uttar Pradesh 2024 LS [242 43.8 544 544 of Indian junior student. o '
The Principal of Hertford in introducing the
Year |Type BSP BSP cont. |BJP BJP cont. di d h I d
vote% |vote%  |vote% |vote % 2013 AE  |295 29.7 331 341 statute stated it would remove the anomaly an
s e e e oG e 2015 AE [543 54.6 321|328 ab.ohsh what was regarded as a grievance. He
2020 AE  |536 53.6 385 406 said that foreigners from Europe had to meet
2019 |LS 194 411 50.0 51.2 .
a5 Toa o5 4 " in Punjab | the same condition, but one of the languages
- d . offered was their vernacular. Incidentally none
Year Type |[AAP | AAPcont. |BJP | BJP cont. of the five oriental classical languages was
2002 |AE  |23.1 232 20.1 253 vote% |vote% |vote% |vote% vernacular for oriental students and they were
2007 |AE 1304  |304 17.0 19.6 igig tz §4:_;5 ?25 z'z :g'z therefore placed at a disadvantage. The Rector
2012 |AE 259 [26.0 15.0 15.2 : : : : of Exeter said that the choice lay between having
2024 LS [260 [26.0 186  [186 : : .
2017 |AE (222|222 39.7 416 at Oxford a large number of ill-equipped Indian
2022 |AE  [129 129 413 44.2 o1 BRI BT ” = itl(ljt_ientst agd ismﬁll nunllg%r of \fz:/tetll-eqlltlgped
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Indian professionals The number of States ~ Passengers who The light combat The number of safety
facing learning to fill legislative arrived at Sealdah by  helicopters to be category posts that are
barriers: LinkedIn council vacancies Kanchanjunga Express procured by Ministry  vacant in Railways

in lakh. Out of the
l 2 around 10 lakh
® sanctioned posts under
the safety category in the Indian Railways,

more than 1.5 lakh were vacant. e
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The Defence Ministry has
l 6 started the process to

procure light combat
helicopters from Hindustan Aeronautics

Ltd (HAL). A request for initial tender has
been issued by the Ministry. eni

Scheduled to reach
850 Sealdah at 7:20 PM on

Monday, the unaffected
coaches began their journey from the

accident site. The train had collided with a
goods train, resulting in 10 deaths. e

In per cent. A new research by
9] LinkedIn suggests work and

family pressure pose as
learning barriers for Indian professionals.

Many are adopting ‘Loud Learning’ to
overcome these barriers. pri

Bypolls will be held on July 12 in
4 Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

and Andhra Pradesh, to fill five
vacancies. Elections to three of the five

seats were necessitated due to the
resignation of members. e
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Does H5N1 pose a threat for humans?

Can the highly pathogenic avian influenza H5NI1 strain spread from cattle to humans? What is the strategy to identify and contain the spread of the virus? What is

the concept of ‘One Health’ and how is Kerala using it to limit the spread of avian influenza?

EXPLAINER

C. Maya

The story so far:
he highly pathogenic avian
influenza (HPAI) H5N1 strain
has been affecting cattle across
several States in the U.S., and
for the first time, three cases of human
infection in dairy farm workers were also
reported, raising fears of the risks of a
wider transmission of this virus from
cattle to humans. The districts of
Alappuzha, Kottayam and Pathanamthitta
in Kerala, where water bodies, migratory
birds, fowls and integrated farms form
part of the ecosystem, have reported
H5N1 outbreaks in 19 places since April.
However, the death of crows in large
numbers in Alappuzha, and subsequent
confirmation of the H5N1 virus in their
carcasses have given rise to concerns that
the virus could spread far and wide.

How dangerous is it?

Ever since it emerged in 1996, H5N1 has
resulted in the mass killing of billions of
wild birds as well as fowls. The virus’s
jump to some 26 mammalian species,
especially cattle and the now emerging
proof that it can infect humans, has
heightened the threat perception that
H5N1 could lead to the next global
pandemic. Of particular concern are the
facts that herd-to-herd transmission of
H5NI is now taking place in the U.S.,
involving some 12 States and that the virus
has been detected in raw milk and in
milking machines. According to scientists,
the virus lacks changes that would make it
better adapted to transmit between
people and therefore, the risk to human
health remains low. However, the
potential for influenza viruses to rapidly
evolve and the wide geographic spread of
H5NI1 signals that more human infections
should be expected.

What is the level of risk to humans?
The virus seems to spread from

birds/animals to humans who may be
closely interacting with these, without
adequate personal protection.

According to the WHO, between 2003
and April 1, 2024, close to 900 human
infections of H5N1 have been reported
from 23 countries, of which, more than
half were fatal. Even though the risk of
human infections from H5N1 is still
perceived to be low, this can change
rapidly as the virus spreads to more
animals, especially cows or domestic
mice, which have closer contact with
humans. In districts like Alappuzha where
water fowls, chicken, dairy cows and
humans share the same environment, the
opportunities for human infections
should be perceived as high.

What are the symptoms of H5N1?
The common symptoms of H5N1 are
similar to those of influenza-A illnesses,

Allrisk evaded: Ducks being killed by the Animal Husbandry Department, in Alappuzha, on April 19. PTI
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including respiratory difficulties, fever,
cough, sore throat and pneumonia, all of
which can potentially worsen, especially
in those who are immunocompromised
or have underlying conditions. In the U.S.,
conjuctivitis or pink eye was the only
symptom that was reported in one of the
farm workers who was infected.

In April itself, the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) had sent
out a health advisory that clinicians
should consider the possibility of H5N1
infection in persons who report with
respiratory illness or conjunctivitis, if they
have had exposure to livestock or dead
birds. Early detection and containment of
the infection is important to prevent the
extensive spread of the virus.

As of now, in Kerala, as only the
poultry has been found affected in all
outbreaks, the strategy adopted for
containment is the mass culling of birds

within a certain radius of the reported
infection. However, the incident of the
mass death of crows has now changed the
equation, as it is possible that the
infection may have been taken by the
crows beyond the current surveillance
zone. Continuous surveillance by testing
environmental samples — water, faecal
matter of birds — as well as Influenza-like
illness human samples would be
necessary in designated surveillance
zones. People who have livestock and
birds at home are being advised to wear
masks, and the antiviral Tamiflu is being
prescribed as prophylaxis to people
wherever H5N1 positive cases are found.

What are the necessary precautions?
People should avoid unprotected
exposure to infected birds or animals or
their contaminated environments. If at all
one has been exposed to a possible
H5N1-contaminated environment, they
should monitor themselves for new
respiratory illness symptoms, including
conjunctivitis for 10 days and seek proper
medical advice. It would be better to
ensure that people use only pasteurised
milk and poultry meat and eggs should be
well-cooked to prevent any possible
food-borne transmission of H5NI.

In a recent editorial, The Lancet, spoke
about the need for a robust and
coordinated response to H5N1. It pointed
out that the concept of ‘One Health’,
although often acknowledged, is rarely
prioritised and operationalised.

Kerala, however, has taken ‘One
Health’ beyond the conceptual
framework and the project is currently
being implemented as part of the World
Bank-aided ‘Rebuild Kerala’ project in
four districts — Alappuzha,
Pathanamthitta, Kottayam, and Idukki. It
has established a community-based
disease surveillance network, with 2.5
lakh volunteers trained in the ‘One
Health’ concept in these districts, who
will report any unusual events or death of
animals/birds in a locality so that early
warning and early preventive or control
measures can be taken.
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The districts of Alappuzha,
Kottayam and Pathanamthitta
in Kerala, where water bodies,
migratory birds, fowls and
integrated farms form part of
the ecosystem, have reported
H5N1 outbreaks in 19 places
since April.
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The virus seems to spread from
birds/animals to humans who
may be closely interacting with
these, without adequate
personal protection.
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In a recent editorial, The
Lancet, spoke about the need
for a robust and coordinated
response to H5N1. It pointed
out that the concept of ‘One
Health’, although often
acknowledged, is rarely
prioritised and operationalised.

How can Himachal Pradesh
fight against forest fires?

What does the State need to do in order to democratise forest management and curtail raging forest fires?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
imachal Pradesh (H.P.) is
witnessing widespread forest
fires across the region.
According to the Himachal
Pradesh Forest department, there have
been a total of 1,684 forest fires since April
15. These fires have damaged a total of
17,471 hectares of forest land, resulting in
significant loss to wildlife. From 2001 to
2023, H.P. has lost 957 hectares of tree
cover from fires and 4.37 thousand
hectares from all other drivers of loss.

How do forest fires start in the State?
Fires in the Himalayas occur during the
pre-monsoon summer period of moisture
stress, due to the resultant depletion of
snowmelt water. The moisture conditions
of the pre-monsoon season, characterised
by rainstorms, play a critical role in
determining the nature of forest fires. The
less moisture there is, the greater the
impact of the fires. Human activities such
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as unattended campfires, discarded
cigarettes etc., are also some of the
common causes for forest fires.

These fires are also a major source of
pollutants, including black carbon, which
significantly contribute to glacier melt in
the Himalayas and negatively influences
the regional climate. The primary causes
of these forest fires are faulty forestry
practices, and treating forests from a
utilitarian perspective, excluding people’s
participation.

Have the Himalayan forests
undergone a transformation?

The Himalayan forests have been
systematically transformed over the last
two centuries. A crucial watershed
moment in Indian forestry began with the
construction of railways in the 1850s.
Lord Dalhousie’s understanding about
railway construction was that the railways
were to be constructed not just to market
British goods but also to serve as an outlet
for British capital seeking profitable
avenues. Unfortunately, the profitability

of Himalayan forests continue to be a
driving force. From 1853 to 1910, the
construction of around 80,000 kms of
railway track led to an assault on forests
and the extinction of the customary rights
of the people. Between 1869 and 1885, 6.5
million sleepers were made of Deodar,
and the area for Chir pines was expanded
for timber and resin. Total trees from
which resin was tapped between 1910 and
1920 increased from 2,60,000 to
21,35,000. Resin was used for commercial
and industrial applications, and its
extraction continues to be a major source
of production from pine forests. Verrier
Elwin, an Oxford scholar and renegade
priest, wrote in the early 20th century
that State-managed forestry led to the
gradual replacement of the Banj oak, a
source of fuel, fodder, and leaf manure,
with the Chir pine, which was more
valued commercially as a source of timber
and resin. Ecologically, Banj forests
absorb a high content of rainwater,
leading to better moisture retention and
water springs in the mountains.

Currently, more than 17.8% of the total
37,033 square kilometers of forest area is
covered with Chir pine trees in H.P. Chir
forests are very vulnerable to forest fires.

What needs to be done?
Democratisation of forests is essential to
ensure that people and communities who
have lived in and around forests are made
part of the forest management process.
The rights of the local community have
been periodically curtailed, and as a
result, when forest fires start, first
responders are nowhere to be found.

The traditional forest rights of
Himalayan dwellers included the right to
extract wood for fuel, timber, fodder, and
other activities. H.P. is under Schedule V
of the Indian Constitution, which requires
community assent for development
activities in the region. However, for large
projects like hydro power generation,
road widening, and four-lane highways,
forests are being diverted with ease.

What the Himalayan States now need is
to build mixed forestry and remove pine
trees; ensure that both scientific and
community knowledge converge and
forest management is conducted in a
participatory manner; implement check
dams and other methods to revive water
springs; create environmental services at
the village level; and articulate their case
with the ongoing 16th Finance
Commission, seeking help apart from
disaster mitigation funds.

Author is former Deputy Mayor, Shimla,
and Member, Kerala Urban Commission.
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According to the Himachal
Pradesh Forest department,
there have been a total of 1,684
forest fires in the State since
April 15.
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Democratisation of forests is
essential to ensure that people
and communities who have
lived in and around forests are
made part of the forest
management process.
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The traditional forest rights of
Himalayan dwellers included
the right to extract wood for
fuel, timber, fodder, and other
activities.
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How the Maratha, Kunbi identities have
changed over the course of history

The crystallisation of the term ‘Maratha’ probably occurred between 1400 and 1600 C.E. to describe a newly emerging service elite — the chiefs who

brought bands of followers to serve the Bahamani kingdom and its five successor states

Shoumojit Banerjee

ince September last year, an
agitation for Maratha reservation
spearheaded by an emaciated,
wraith-like 41-year-old activist
Manoj Jarange-Patil spread like bushfire in
Maharashtra’s arid Marathwada region
and has been the cause of deep
socio-political rumblings in the State.
While the demand for a quota in jobs and
education for the economically backward
Maratha community members has been
ongoing since the 1980s, a series of
dramatic hunger strikes by Jarange-Patil
(the fourth one was withdrawn last week)
over the past 10 months has forcefully
foregrounded the issue, vexing the ruling
Eknath Shinde-led Mahayuti government.
The Maratha quota agitation has cost
the Mahayuti candidates dearly on several
parliamentary seats in the Marathwada
region, the wellspring of the movement.
Among Jarange-Patil’s demands is that
Marathas be given reservation under the
Kunbi category classed as Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), a demand
which has predictably aggravated social
tensions in the State and especially
Marathwada. As a counterpoise, OBC
politicos and writers have opposed
Marathas eating their share of the
reservation pie, arguing that the
community is already the politically
dominant one in the State and that more
than 60% of Maharashtra’s Chief Ministers
— from Y.B. Chavan to Sharad Pawar to
Eknath Shinde — have all been Marathas
and that nearly 70% of Maharashtra’s 288
legislators belonged to the community.
At a deeper level, this ongoing conflict
has prompted introspection of the
complex identities of ‘Maratha’ and
‘Kunbi’, and their fascinating and
politically fraught histories.

On identity formation

Any attempt to understand the meanings
of these two charged terms must begin
with a study of English civil servant R. E.
Enthoven’s magisterial three-volume
Tribes and Castes of Bombay (1922) — a
mammoth and enduring classic which is a
landmark in Indian anthropology. “There
is probably no difference in origin
between the landholding and warrior

section, the Marathas proper, and
cultivators, the Maratha kunbis,” said
Enthoven, noting the fluidity of the terms.

One of the most scrupulous and closest
observers of western Indian society,
Enthoven noted that the rise of the
Maratha power under the warrior
chieftain Shivaji Bhosale in the 17th
century had induced the fighting classes
and landholders to claim for themselves
the Kshatriya rank, which was why they
considered themselves superior to
Kunbis, who tilled the land.

While observing that Kunbi denoted a
status and not a caste and that Marathas
and Kunbis are used synonymously in
many cases, Enthoven distinguishes
between Konkani kunbis who claim
neither to be Marathas nor Kshatriyas. It
is no wonder that Marathas in the Konkan
today vehemently oppose Jarange-Patil’s
agitation and categorically refuse to
accept reservation under the OBC Kunbi
category, as they fear becoming déclassé.

But when and how did the term
‘Maratha’ originate? Rosalind O’ Hanlon’s
now-classic study of the process of
identity formation in Maharashtra titled
Caste, Conflict and Ideology (1985) is an
essential masterwork in understanding
this concept as well as turning the light on
the Maratha-Kunbi cluster of castes.

At the simplest level, ‘Maratha’ denotes
all Marathi speakers and those who had
fought under Shivaji Bhosale’s banner and
later in the 18th Century under the
Peshwas until the decline of their power
and British paramountcy in 1818 following
the Third Anglo-Maratha War. Around this
time, to European observers, the term
was not caste-specific and all Marathi
speakers be it Brahmin priests, soldiers,
cultivators, artisans were indiscriminately
called ‘Marathas.

Unconsciously, it implied mastery over
land and military prowess with early
European writers assumed the existence
of a strong regional identity focus on their
heroic qualities, notes o’ Hanlon. And yet,
this term was applied in a narrower,
caste-specific way. Within the larger
complex of Maratha peasant castes,
families who called themselves ‘Marathas’
represented a small social elite, claiming a
varna status of Kshatriya appropriate to
rulers, while the Kunbis accepted the

lower Shudra varna.

The emergence of the term must be
understood in the context of Ala-ud-din
Khalji’s ferocious raids in the Deccan in
the 1290s and the eventual extinction of
the Marathi-speaking Yadava dynasty that
ruled from the fortress-citadel of Devgiri.

In Stewart Gordon’s The Marathas
(1993), part of the New Cambridge History
of India series) scholar-travellers like
Al-Beruni (1020 C.E.) mention ‘Marhat
Des’ as the people who lived south of the
Narmada while Ibn Batuta (in 1340 C.E.)
said that the people who lived around
Daulatabad were Marathas.

Aspiring to be a Maratha
The crystallisation of the term ‘Maratha’
probably occurred between 1400 and
1600 C.E. to describe a newly emerging
service elite — the chiefs who brought
bands of followers to serve the Bahamani
kingdom and its five successor states
which arose after the kingdom’s
fragmentation, says Gordon. As certain
Maratha families (including the Bhosales)
gained prominence for their military
service with the Bahamani successor
states, their domestic and social practices
differed from that of the Kunbis owing to
their close association with the Muslim
courts of Ahmednagar and Bijapur.
Besides aspiring to a Kshatriya status
and being invested with the sacred
thread, these families followed the Islamic
practice of secluding their women, as well
as the habit of eating from a single-dish
with their caste-fellows, notes o’ Hanlon.
These distinctive social practices led to
the coining of the term ‘Marathmola’
(translated as ‘ways and practices peculiar
to the genuine Maratha’), as given by
lexicographer James Molesworth in his
classic Marathi-English dictionary (1847).
In their striving for an elite status, even
Shivaji Bhosale’s coronation as
‘Chhatrapati’ (June 6, 1674) was not
without controversy as he had to be
declared a ‘pure’ Kshatriya and admitted
formally into the varna of rulers and
kings. Strenuous efforts were made to
persuade Brahmans and demonstrate the
Bhosale family’s genealogical linkages
with ancient Rajput families like the
Sisodias of Udaipur. After Shivaji’s death,
the later Chhatrapatis after Shahu

(Shivaji’s grandson) became puppets in
the hands of the Brahmin Peshwas who
ruled from Pune and expanded the
Maratha power. A pivotal moment came
after Bajirao II’s defeat of Elphinstone and
East India Company’s forces, which
installed Pratapsinh Bhosale, the nominal
successor of the House of Shivaji, as the
Chhatrapati in Satara. This period of
Pratapsinh’s rule (until his dethronement
in 1839) would have momentous
consequences in the debate over the
Kshatriya, the tensions between Marathas
and Chitpavan Brahmins, and the
Maratha-Kunbi complex of castes.

Pratapsinh was ever suspicious of his
Brahmin administrator Balajipant Natu,
who had been assigned to him by the
British who wanted to rein in the Maratha
raja. The atmosphere of intense hostility
seemed to confirm Pratapsinh’s
suspicions that the Peshwas had
undermined the rule of Chhatrapati.

When James Grant Duff, who, as
resident of Satara (1818-23) was
‘monitoring’ Pratapsinh, wrote his
three-volume History of the Mahrattas
(1828) — the first attempt to document the
exploits of Shivaji and the foundation of
the Maratha state until its decline and
dissolution — Pratapsinh eagerly endorsed
it and had it translated in Marathi. This
work, along with the conflicts and debates
between the Satara ruler and Brahmans,
would lead to the wide diffusion of the
term ‘Maratha’ in western Indian society
in the 1860s and 70s, when more and
more Kunbis aspired to be called
Marathas as a mark of social mobility.

As 0’ Hanlon observes in her book,
from the 1860s onwards the term
‘Maratha’ gained significance until it
became a new identity that was applied to
the whole Maratha-Kunbi grouping to the
specific exclusion of Brahmins. O’Hanlon
observes that the upward social mobility
of many Kunbi families who aspired to
gain acceptance in elite Maratha circles,
was neatly summed up in the proverb
kunbi majhala Maratha zhala (when a
Kunbi prospers, he becomes a Maratha).

Today, in one of history’s ironies and
reversals of fortune, it is the Marathas
(albeit in a certain part of Maharashtra)
who are demanding to be called ‘Kunbis’
to avail of OBC reservation benefits.
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Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

“Novel, fiction (S. Keshav, Tiptur).”

“A novel is a “long written story about
people and events that have been
invented by the author.” It is usually
written in prose. Most novels have a story,
a set of characters, action and dialogue.

Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children is
a best selling novel.

I have not read any novels recently.

‘Fiction’ is a much more general term
than novel. In fact, all kinds of
imaginative prose writing can be included
under “fiction’ — the story, play, narrative
and the novel. So the word “fiction’ is a
cover term for all forms of story-telling.
For example, the 1980s were great years
for fiction; a lot of good novels were
written during this period.

I do not care much for poetry, but I do
read a lot of fiction.

Agatha Christie was a writer of crime
fiction. Have you read any of her novels?

Now-a-days, not many people maintain
the distinction between ‘novel’ and
‘fiction.” This is probably because the
novel has become the most dominant
form of fiction. As a result, the two words
have almost become synonymous.”

“Scurrilous (S. Dhandapani).”

“The word means ‘grossly or obscenely
abusive.” If a person is accused of being
scurrilous, then he/she makes use of
every trick in the trade to ruin another
person’s reputation. He/she may resort to
outright lying, unfair criticism and even
to the use of filthy language. For example,
Vijay’s book is full of scurrilous gossip.

Sharma makes scurrilous remarks.

A scurrilous attack is often
accompanied by a lot of crude
buffoonery. This should not come as a
surprise because ‘scurra’ in Latin means
‘buffoon.’ The first syllable ‘scu’ is
pronounced like the letters ‘sku’ in the
word ‘skull” The second syllable ‘rri’
sounds like ‘re’ in the word ‘reply. The
final ‘lous’ is pronounced in the same
manner as the ‘lous’ in ‘marvellous. The
stress is on the first syllable of the word.”

“Portmanteau (Kilpatrick Jones).”

“It is an “invented word that combines
parts of two words and their meanings.”
The word ‘brunch’ for example is a
portmanteau word, it combines parts of
two words, namely ‘breakfast’ and
‘lunch.’ The br of ‘breakfast’ is combined
with the unch of ‘lunch’; and we have a
new word ‘brunch, which means “a meal
that is eaten in the middle of the
morning.” The word ‘smog’ is another
example of a portmanteau word. The
words ‘smoke’ and ‘fog’ are combined to
give this word. A ‘smog’ is a mixture of
smoke and fog and is usually found in
highly industrialised areas. ‘Motel’ (motor
and hotel), ‘tigon’ (tiger and lion),
‘serrymander’ (Gerry and Salamander)
are other examples of portmanteau
words. Such words are often called
‘blend’ words because they combine,
blend parts of two words to produce a
new word. A man who excelled in the art
of inventing such words was the
mathematician Charles Dodgson, better
known as Lewis Carroll, the author of
Alice in Wonderland and Through the
Looking Glass. He coined words like
‘chortle’ (combination of chuckle and
snort), ‘mimsy’ (miserable and flimsy)
and ‘stithy’ (slimy and lithe).”

Published in The Hindu on June 2, 1992.

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. The number of countries
participating from CONMEBOL and CONCACAF each
Copa America 2024. Ans: 10 countries from
CONMEBOL and six countries from CONCACAF
2. The two countries which have won the
Championship the most times. Ans: Argentina and
Uruguay

Sindhu Nagaraj Vostok 6 on June 19. Who is she?

A

A QUESTION 4

QUESTION 1 Name this country which gained its
This American couple was independence from Britain on June 19,
convicted of spying for the Soviet 1961, when Emir Sheikh Abdullah
Union in 1951. On June 19, 1953, Al-Salem Al Sabah, the 11th ruler of the

the couple became the first country, signed the Declaration of

Word of the day

Boisterous:
noisy and lacking in restraint or discipline

American civilians to be executed Independence. 3. The two countries out of the 10 from the Synonyms: rambunctious, robustious,
for espionage. Name them. A CONMEBOL teams that have not won the rumbustious, unruly
A QUESTION 5 Championship yet. Ans: Ecuador and Venezuela

4. The country making its debut in the 2024 edition. Usage: He was faced with a boisterous crowd.
Ans: Canada

5. This person holds the record of having played in
most matches. Ans: Lionel Messi

6. In 1959, the two editions of Copa America were

hosted by these countries. Ans: Argentina and

QUESTION 2 This American baseball player was born
This politician from a neighbouring | on this day. Nicknamed “the Iron
country won the 1991 Nobel Peace Horse”, he is also now referred to in
Prize. An activist, she has played a terms of a neuromuscular illness,
major role in the country’s amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. After he
transition from military junta to was diagnosed with ALS, the illness

Pronunciation: bit.ly/boisterouspro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /'boistauas/, /'boistias/

partial democracy in the 2010s. famously came to be referred to, in the Ecuadqr - )

Born on this day in 1945, who is U.S.,as_______disease. What is his . - 7. The first player to officially win the best player of

she? name? il the tournament award. Ans: Carlos Valderrama of /‘

A A A Columbia in 1987 For feedback and suggestions for
QUESTION 3 QUESTION 6 Visual question: Visual: The only player to win Copa America both as Text & Context, please write to

a player and a coach. Ans: Dunga of Brazil
Early Birds: Jyot Prakash Gulati| Sadhan Kumar
Panda| Ayushman| Abhay Krishan

letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’

) S BG-BGE

Identify this American actor who passed away on this day in
2013. He is best known for his portrayal of an Italian-American
Mafia crime boss. Name the actor and the show.

This Soviet cosmonaut was the first | June 19 is a federal holiday in the U.S.
woman to travel in space. She It is known as Juneteenth. What makes
returned to Earth in the spacecraft the day special to America?

it »
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Congress eyes UP

gateway to power

Rahul Gandhi’s decision to retain Rae Bareli
seat is key to his party’s heartland revival

hat Rahul Gandhi would have to give up either

Wayanad or Rae Bareli has been clear since

June 4 when he won both Lok Sabha seats —

the former in Kerala that saved him the
blushes after he lost in Amethi in 2019 and the latter a
family pocket borough in Uttar Pradesh (UP) once
held by his grandfather, grandmother and mother.
This week, Gandhi decided to hold on to the UP
stronghold and give up the Kerala seat for his sister,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, to make her Lok Sabha
debut. Her political trajectory will be important to
track but the real import of the decision is not in the
verdant hills of the Western Ghats but the dusty plains
of central UP that have cradled generations of prime
ministers.

The biggest story of the 2024 elections was the
surprising verdict by UP, considered the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)'s strongest fortress. It housed the
constituencies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
defence minister Rajnath Singh, and had popular
chief minister Yogi Adityanath, who created history
two years ago by winning a second consecutive term
while helming the campaign. Yet, when results
streamed in on June 4, across India’s most populous
state, and especially in its eastern belt, the BJP
suffered dramatic reverses. The Samajwadi Party
emerged as the single-largest party, winning 37 seats
compared to the BJP’s 33. Its principal ally, the
Congress won six seats, including its strongholds of
Amethi and Rae Bareli. Crucially, the Opposition bloc
won back votes from lower caste communities that
had drifted to the BJP over the last decade.
Consolidating these gainsis crucial if the Congress
has to revive in the state that still holds the keys to
power in Delhi, and where assembly polls are due in
two years. That cannot happen if its biggest leader,
Rahul Gandhi, keeps away at the precise moment the
BJP’s aura of invincibility in UP has been somewhat
dispelled.

The other facet of the decision is connected to the
Congress’s weakness in head-to-head contests with
the BJP. The party improved its strike rate from 9% in
2019 to 28% in 2024 but still has a long way to traverse.
Against this backdrop, Gandhi’s decision to retain his
heartland stronghold is a symbolic nod to the
importance of the Hindi belt and the Congress’s
resolve to fight back in a region dominated by the BJP.
Whether the bet will pay off is yet to be seen. But for
the first time in 15 years, the Congress has registered
its presence on the political chessboard of UP.

Measures for protection
have to be at the
personal, household,
local and national levels

ven as 2024 enters the

record books as the hottest

year so far in human his-

tory, it wouldn't be a sur-

prise if it lost the title to

2025. Heat records will be
reset repeatedly in the years to come,
as the climate crisis worsens, thanks
to human follies, and heatwaves
become a leitmotif of this. It is esti-
mated that one billion Indians experi-
enced temperatures above 38 degrees
Celsius in April 2022. The number
will be higher for May-June 2024. The
impact of heat is exacerbated by high
humidity (leading to a condition
called moist heat), and the adverse
effects on human health can manifest
even at lower temperatures. There
will be many harmful impacts on
health, as heat torments the body and
mind. We need to reduce those ill
effects, both through determined mit-
igation efforts on the climate crisis
front, and effective adaptation to the
warming.

The health effects of heatwaves
range from heat exhaustion and heat
stroke to much worse outcomes such
as circulatory failure and death. Loss
of water from the body compounds
the heat stress on blood vessels, with
an increased propensity for clotting,
leading to brain strokes and heart
attacks. Decreased blood flow to the
kidneys can result in renal dysfunc-
tion and failure. Chronic lung disease

can worsen. Mental health disorders
can manifest or worsen from existing
levels. Even eyesight can worsen
through hastening of cataracts.
Infants and young children predict-
ably are more vulnerable than adults
since their bodies have more water
content and physiologic systems have
not matured enough to enable rapid
responses for effective heat adapta-
tion. The elderly, too, are quite vulner-
able. So are persons with pre-existing
health conditions such as heart dis-
ease, high blood pressure, diabetes,
kidney dysfunction, or cancer. Severe
heatalso results in adverse pregnancy
outcomes, from stillbirths to
low birth weight. Persons
living in informal settle-
ments are more exposed to
severe heat than those in
regular housing. Dharavi,
the mammoth Mumbai
slum, was observed to be 5-6
degrees Centigrade hotter

K Srinath
Reddy

heatwaves have to be at the personal,
household, local and national levels.
Personal protection consists of avoid-
ing or limiting exposure to the sun,
especially in the llam to 4 pm period
of intense heat, and moving in shaded
paths while wearing loose-fitting,
light-coloured cotton clothes. Protect-
ing the head with a cap and eyes with
sunglasses would be prudent. Chil-
dren and pets should not be left
exposed to the heat, including in
parked vehicles. It is important to
keep well hydrated with water as the
main source of fluid intake. Air condi-
tioning or fans help to keep the house
cool, while moist curtains
may serve as a substitute.
Homes should be well venti-
lated. Green areas, in and
around the house, have a
cooling effect. Alcohol and
caffeinated beverages cause
dehydration and are best
avoided.

than its somewhat green

That said, protection

neighbour, Matunga.
Global attention has
turned to coping better with the
effects of the climate crisis —or adap-
tation — in recent years. While the
Conference of Parties (CoP) at Parisin
2015 articulated the need for adapta-
tion, the 2023 CoP at Dubai under-
scored the need for strengthening
national capacities for this. It is also
well recognised now that low- and
middle-income countries, which con-
tributed the least to the climate crisis
by way of both per capita and cumula-
tive emissions, are the worst victims
of the climate crisis and, therefore,
most in need of adaptive protection.
Measures for protection against

against extreme heat should
not be viewed merely as the
responsibility of individuals and
households. It is a collective civic
responsibility. As urban areas become
overcrowded in an unplanned man-
ner, increased vehicular density and
peri-urban industries add to the emis-
sion load, leading to higher warming.
Green areas are exhausted to accom-
modate the urban sprawl.

All urban areas will need to
develop heat adaptation plans, with
green areas in residential areas of all
types, shaded walkways for pedestri-
ans and cyclists, water stations at
accessible points, and transport-at-
call and medical care for victims of

The health effects of heatwaves range from heat exhaustion and heat
stroke to much worse outcomes such as circulatory failure and death  Arp

heat-related emergencies. Buildings
(especially roofs) and roads can be
designed, or even retrofitted, to
reduce exposure to heat. According to
the Smart Cities Coalition, increasing
the reflectivity of roofs and pavements
can send 80% of the incoming heat
back into space and reduce radiant
heat. Cool roofs reduce the urban heat
island effect. Porous pavements too
reduce radiant heat. Porous parking
lanes can drain stormwater and pre-
vent run-offs while cooling cities. The
potential of dense rooftop solar for
cooling, apart from energy genera-
tion, also needs to be explored. Local,
state and national governments, of
course, must urgently provide policy
frameworks for such steps. Schools,
where children spend a large part of
their time, must be ventilated, with
green surroundings. Class timings are
already being adjusted to reduce
exposure to severe heat, and even
online schooling during heatwaves is
catching on. With all efforts made to
minimise learning loss from the latter
option, schools must explore making
these a rule for heatwave conditions.
Those who suffer long exposures to
heat outdoors (such as manual labou-
rers, gig workers, and traffic police-
men) need to be given rotational shift
duties to decrease the frequency and
duration of exposure.

Rural residents are at risk, too,
when work involves outdoor activi-
ties, such as farm work. Shaded heat
shelters and water stations should be
made available there too. Public edu-
cation on heat effects and protective
measures must have an extensive out-
reach. Emergency transport services
must be available, in both urban and
rural areas, for moving persons with
severe heat-related health problems
to medical facilities equipped to deal
with this, especially to handle a heat
“epidemic”. People should also be
trained in providing first-response
care for cooling down those suffering
a heat stroke.

Adaptation, of course, will be a key
piece of action as extreme heat
becomes a common occurrence, but
we must not lose sight of mitigation.
We will exhaust our capacity for
adaptation if we keep on heating the
planet. There is no substitute for the
reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, stalling deforestation and
increasing efforts at reforestation, if
the planet is to be kept from getting
hotter. That alone can help save lives
in the long-run.

K Srinath Reddy is honorary distinguished
professor of public health,
Public Health Foundation of India.

The views expressed are personal

Tragedy on rail tracks
flags uphill battle

he ten lives lost in the crash in Rangapani, West
TBengal, early on Monday are a tragic reminder of

how railway safety continues to challenge the
Indian Railways (IR). Just over a year after the worst
rail accident in three decades —the Coromandel
Express crash in Odisha on June 2, 2023, that claimed
296 lives — a freight train rammed the Kanchanjunga
Express. Early reports suggest that a combination of
signal failure and human error caused the accident.
However, IR documents show that the automatic
signalling system between stations before New
Jalpaiguri, some 30km from the crash site, had failed.
While the rules for passage in such situations limit
train speeds to 10km per hour in the event of rain —

which was the case on Monday — the freight train
driver was said to have been in breach of this.

The final Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS)
probe report should make things clear. But the fact that
signalling error continues to be a pain point for the
Railways underscores the gaps that remain in
modernisation of the rail system. To be sure, there has
been significant progress made over the last two-and-a-
half decades. As per government estimates, accidents
per million train kilometres have declined from 0.1 in
2013-14 t0 0.03 in 2021-22. The Kavach automatic train
protection system, which was rolled out in 2020, can
bring this down further. The Railways, however, is yet
to operationalise this on the Delhi-Guwahati route —
only 1,500km of the 68,000km-long railway network
has been secured so far with Kavach. As India moves
on the track to modernise the railways, with a focus on
faster trains and enhanced passenger experience,
safety will remain the true gauge of the effort. The
Railways needs to revamp wearing tracks, rickety
bridges and signalling systems for this crucial mass
transport system to achieve a zero-accident record.

Capturing curriculum
to sculpt young minds

udhir Kakar, who passed away in

April, and his teacher, Erik Erikson,

spent their lives studying identity — its

cultural moorings and public implica-
tions. Sudhir Kakar’s early major work, The
Inner World, was a study of mother-son rela-
tions in Hindu society during infancy. It
showed us the depths that hide and hold
some of our strongest urges. His later works
consolidated the idea that culturally upheld
goals and norms arise from the common
search for identity. Kakar’s mentor, Erikson,
had interpreted identity to mean a sell-image
that offers a consoling continuity in an ever-
changing world.

Among the basic features of the social
world that surrounds us as individuals is an
authority figure — someone capable of keep-
ing things in order by resolving conflicts.
Kakar discovered that authority fig-
ures shape relations in the family,
schools and workplaces. His ideas
have implications for education,
but they are complex and quite
often paradoxical. Both he and Erik-
son were psychoanalysts with con-
siderable interest in making sense
of politics. In two completely differ-

Krishna
Kumar

the young generation of Tibetans away from
the Dalai Lama’s benign influence is what
China wants to pursue. It wants to integrate
young Tibetans into a monolithic national
ideal. For this purpose, China is emulating
many historical and present-day experi-
ments.

The greatest experiment was colonial edu-
cation across the southern hemisphere. Its
outcomes were paradoxical and diverse: No
single frame can help us grasp its long-term
effects. Then, there are more focused experi-
ments carried out among the marginalised,
native communities of the US, Canada and
Australia. The recent findings brought to
light in Canada show the suppression of the
natives, their language and their rights. The
instrument was the model of residential
schools, where native children were kept in
total isolation from their families.
Less dramatic instances can be
found in our own country, in the
residential schools run for tribal
communities. Little deep research
has been done on such schools. The
types of acculturation they aim at
differ, but they reflect a consensus
that tribal identity is not consistent

ent settings, i.e. India and the

with middle-class normalcy. It is not

United States (US), they brought

about systemic clarity — among teachers,
their trainers and concerned parents -- about
adolescence. The turmoil we all face during
adolescence is about identity and belonging.
If the struggle to locate a sense of one’s real
self is sorted out, post-adolescence life
acquires a sense of purpose. All one’s ener-
gies get focused on it. The struggle to find
one’s self is tough because external forces do
all they can to influence the young mind,
often in directions that later prove false and
unsatisfying.

All schools are passionate about shaping
young minds. Popular ideas — including the
ones marketed by vested interests —and ide-
ologies actively use schools to intellectually
sculpt young minds. Catch them early, goes
the adage, promising perpetuation of a cho-
sen ideal. Education sounds like a nice and
normal social activity, but it is remarkably
vulnerable to political influence. In every
phase of history, but especially in our times,
the State uses its authority to control and
design the architecture of young minds.
Schools serve as venues for this exercise, and
teachers as labourers. They use tools like the
curriculum and textbooks to achieve what
the State wants. Some real learning does take
place in the process, but it is more often
tainted by the distant goals of the State than
by the aims of education.

The latest example of a mighty State using
education to ensure ideological indoctrina-
tion of the young comes from China. Its resi-
dential schools for Tibetan children are run
for a familiar purpose. History offers us
numerous examples of the temptation to
separate children from their families in the
hope that cultural continuity can be dis-
rupted. China has had problems with the
Tibetans, especially with the Dalai Lama’s
influence on them, both inside Tibet and
elsewhere. No pejorative has been spared to
malign him, but his stature as a leader has
not suffered. He has used his spiritual leader-
ship to compensate for his people’s sense of
loss and dejection. The possibility of weaning

easy for scholars to enter and
observe what goes on in certain residential
schools for tribal children, including the
more efficient — and arguably effective —
ones in parts of the Northeast, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh.

The case of China's residential schools in
Tibet presents a vaster and far more efficient
use of education for political ends. We nor-
mally think of education as a liberating force.
The fact is that it can also be used to capture
the mind — at an age when it is highly
impressionable. Marginalised communities
and minority groups are the usual targets of
ideologically inspired education, but institu-
tions and nations representing religious
majorities also target children and adoles-
cents. Israel is a prime example of such a
pursuit. Religious revivalism finds an echo in
numerous educational ventures across the
world. Two decades ago, a committee
chaired by eminent political scientists Gopal
Guru and Zoya Hasan had given ample
instances of indoctrination in the textual
material used in schools run by radical
Hindu and Muslim groups.

In the case of residential schools in Tibet,
we don’t know what kind of textual material
is mandated by the Chinese authorities. Sepa-
rating children from their parents has obvi-
ous implications for language. Indeed, the
child’s home language is usually the first
casualty in any residential set-up that aims to
re-socialise. The trouble is that a State like
China simply denies any wrongdoing. Per-
haps the authorities there don’t appreciate
the lesson that history teaches about educa-
tion — that it doesn’t always work. Aims
imposed on it sometimes clash with the aims
that knowledge — and learning, even under
adverse conditions — kindle in the cavernous
human mind. Sudhir Kakar’s books will
remind us for a long time that the workings
of the mind are not fully tractable.

Krishna Kumar is a former director of NCERT and
the author of the forthcoming volume, Thank You,
Gandhi. The views expressed are personal
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Xi Jinping has tried to create the
impression that he is taking a back

seat in the Ukraine war to keep trade

flowing. But the reality

is that China is

fuelling the largest armed conflict
 in Europe since World War 11

India must engage closely
with global legal systems

he last few months have witnessed the
momentous involvement of interna-
tional law in international relations.
The most noteworthy development
has been South Africa suing Israel before the
International Court of Justice (ICJ), alleging
that the latter is committing genocide in Gaza.
Although ICJ is yet to decide this case, it has
held that, prime facie, South Africa’s claims
may fall within the Genocide Convention, and
that it is plausible that Israel has committed
genocide in Gaza. ICJ has issued several pro-
visional measures in this regard, with the lat-
est one being ordering Israel to immediately
stop its military offensive in Rafah while it
decides the case. This is not the only case that
ICJ is currently hearing on the alleged com-
mission of genocide. Ukraine, which has
made international law a centre-
piece of its war against Russia, hasa
case before ICJ regarding the viola-
tion of the Genocide Convention.
Parallel to the ICJ proceedings
against Israel, another development

Prabhash

that caused a considerable stir in the that decries Israel’s “blatant disre-
international community is the R3Ai gard of international law™ in Gaza.
request of the prosecutor of the anjan However, unlike several other coun-

cations. For example, as many as 32 countries
submitted intervening applications in
Ukraine’s case against Russia before ICJ. Like-
wise, several countries have rallied behind
South Africa in its case against Israel, boost-
ing its credentials to lead the Third World.
Countries have taken different stands on the
ICC prosecutor’s request for the arrest war-
rant. While United States President Joe Biden
has called it “outrageous”, the European
Union appears split on this issue. South Africa
and several other countries have welcomed it.

One is tempted to ask what India’s stand
has been on these developments. India has
unwaveringly advocated for peace in Gaza
and for a peaceful resolution between
Ukraine and Russia through dialogue and
diplomacy. It has supported calls for ceasefire
and respect for international law at
multilateral forums. For instance,
India backed Egypt’s resolution at
UNGA for an immediate humanitar-
ian ceaselire in Gaza. Likewise, India
recently signed the BRICS statement

International Criminal Court (ICC) to

tries, India hasn't quite taken a clear

issue arrest warrants against Israeli

leaders — prime minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu and defence minister Yoav Gallant —
and Hamas leaders. The arrest warrants are
sought on the charges of war crimes and
crimes against humanity over the October 7
attack on Israel and the war in Gaza.

International law is also being employed to
fight the climate crisis. The Commission of
Small Island States on Climate Change and
International Law (COSIS), consisting of
countries such Antigua & Barbuda and
Tuvalu, requested an advisory opinion from
the International Tribunal of the Law of the
Sea (ITLOS). Last month, ITLOS delivered a
historic verdict addressing the obligations of
countries under the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea to combat marine
environment pollution. At the initiative of
Vanuatu, the United Nations General Assem-
bly (UNGA) has sought ICJ's advisory opinion
on the international law obligations of coun-
tries towards the climate crisis. Chile and
Colombia have invoked the advisory jurisdic-
tion of the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights on the issue of the climate crisis.

The international community has reacted
differently to these significant developments.
Several countries have actively taken partin
these cases by submitting intervening appli-

stand on any of the ICJ cases involv-
ing Israel and Russia. For instance, what is
India’s stand on the ICJ's three provisional
measures decision against Israel? It is imper-
ative to mention that the BRICS statement
India backed refers to the ICJ's decision. Or,
does India support or oppose the ICC prosecu-
tor’s arrest warrant request against Israeli
leaders? India’s silence could be strategic
because of the diplomatic tightrope walking
that New Delhi must do on thisissue.

India has engaged more directly with the
climate crisis: India is one of the 88 countries
that submitted a written application in ICJ's
advisory opinion case on the matter, Like-
wise, India submitted a written statement in
the ITLOS case arguing that the tribunal
lacked jurisdiction to hear COSIS's case. Some
lawyers call India’s statement a “lost opportu-
nity”; India could have led developing coun-
tries voices on the marine environment issue,

As a nation that seeks to shape interna-
tional affairs, India should engage closely
with specific international law developments
based on its national interests, by strengthen-
ing the State’s capacity for international law.

Prabhash Ranjan is a Humboldt Fellow and
professor at Jindal Global Law School.
The views expressed are personal
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Cold War ll: Do notlet it
spark off a nuclear race

A SIPRI report warns of a rising number of nuclear warheads deployed. The world must

reverse this. An arsenal only needs a few nukes to achieve minimum credible deterrence

he deadly stockpiles of nuclear

weapons built by Cold War adversa-

ries Russia and the US gave the

‘MAD’ doctrine of ‘Mutually

Assured Destruction’ aliteral ring.

With thousands of nukes each, both
had enough to destroy the planet many times
over. Could today’s geopolitical divide between
a China-led bloc and the US-led West imperil
the world with another arms race being pushed
beyond the limits of reason by its force of
rivalry? According to the latest report by Stock-
holm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI), a think-tank, all nine nuclear-armed
countries—the US, Russia, UK, France, China,
India, Pakistan, North Korea and Israel—mod-
ernized their arsenals in 2023, while some
deployed new weapon systems. By SIPRI’s
2024 estimates, of the world’s 12,121 warheads
in existence this January, about 9,585 are held
in military arsenals, with some 3,904 of these
mounted on delivery vehicles. Worryingly, this
tally of ‘deployed’ nukes is 60 more than it was
last January. Russia is thought to have upped its
deployment by 36 to 1,710, just 60 short of the
US’s latest figure. But the year’s expansion story
hasbeen China’s. Its count of warheads jumped
to 500 from 410 at the start of 2023. Moreover,
asmany as 24 of its nukes are now thought to be
deployed, although no other Asian country has
any deployment in SIPRI’s analysis.

Why is China expanding its nuclear arsenal so
fast? The size of its stockpile was already more
than double that of India’s, its big regional rival.
Analysts view Beijing’s moves in the context of
its push for long-range hypersonic missiles and
the ability to project force across the Western
hemisphere as well. Alarm over China’s alliance
with Moscow has been rising. Over the week-

end, Nato’s Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
said that Nato allies could for the first time face a
nuclear threat on two fronts, Russia and China,
which may require increasing its deployable
warheads to act as a deterrent. In this formula-
tion, the “no limits” partnership of Moscow and
Beijing justifies weighing their joint capacity for
nuclear annihilation against their own. Stolten-
berg’s statement drew criticism from the Krem-
lin, whose spokesman Dmitry Peskov called it
“escalation of tension.” Given that arms-control
talks of the West with Moscow remain in limbo,
with Cold War-calming pacts having lapsed in
recent years, none of this is reassuring.

What's particularly disturbing is the stockpile
versus stockpile dynamic in evidence, asifa
nuclear shield demands a balance of explosive
power between adversaries ranged against each
other. By SIPRI's data, Pakistan has 170 war-
headsto India’s172. This also seems to fit into
the same framework. Yet, given how easily the
game of ‘strategic parity’ can slip into an expen-
sive race for more, all nuclear-armed states
need to exercise self-restraint. All that’s really
required is minimum credible deterrence
(MCD), which can be achieved even with a small
arsenal backed by sharp delivery devices. As
Cold War Il worsens, this fact needs to be borne
in mind globally. Nuclear proliferation was
absurd back in the days of the Cuban Missile
Crisis, and it still is. The global imperative right
now is to make the world a less dangerous place.
To that end, a no-first-use treaty signed by all
nuclear states would be worth the pursuit. If
this does not work out—say, if countries with
weaker conventional defences insist they see
value in rattling nuclear sabres—then at least
we should all agree to cap our arsenals at MCD
levels. A nuclear race makes no sense.
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Tax freebie or tax reform? That
could depend on who one asks

India needs a fair taxation system. Special interests shouldn't get to decide what’s a handout or not

is the author of ‘Bad Money'.

ith the central government’s

budget due to be presented in

July, the phrase ‘economic
reforms’isin the air, especially among
those in the business of managing other
people’s money (OPM) and those in the
business of managing the so-called sys-
tem for corporates.

But the phrase ‘economic reforms,’
like many such terms, doesn’t really
have a clearly defined meaning. Indeed,
it might be safe to say that what might
seem like a ‘reform’ to one person might
seem like a revdi or handout to another.
Allow me to explain.

My first job in journalism required
me to write on personal finance. I real-
ized very quickly that adecent under-
standing of India’s complex and convo-
luted Income Tax Act, 1961, could be a
regular source of stories. And within
months of this realization, there was
another—that India’s income tax system
was built for the rich, particularly the
non-salaried rich.

Let me share two examples. For many
years, mutual funds (MFs) would launch
fixed maturity plans (FMPs) just before
afinancial year (FY) came to an end.
FMPs were debt MFs which came
closest to operating like fixed deposits
(FDs). They had a fixed maturity period.
When that period ended, the initial
investment along with the returns
earned would be handed back to the
investor, like with an FD.

Now, these FMPs would be launched
towards the end of one FY and would
mature in alittle over a year’s time. Let’s
say the last date for investing in an FMP
was 29 March 2007. This scheme would
then mature on 2 April 2008. On the
face of it, the maturity period was just a
little over a year; nonetheless, it needs
to be pointed out that such an FMP
launched in FY 2006-07 remained in
existence through 2007-08 and
matured just at the start of 2008-09.

And thisis where a legal tax dodge
came in. The moment an investment in
a debt MF was held for more than a year,
indexation, or accounting for inflation
while calculating capital gains, came
into the picture. Here, the investment
started in one FY, was held during the
next FY and matured in the third, so
double indexation came into play.

Let’s say an investor invested X1 lakh
and earned a return of 10%, resulting in
amaturity amount of X1.11akh. If infla-
tion averaged 5% per year, then the cost
price for the investor could be claimed
at more than X1.11akh. Hence, for tax
purposes, the investor would actually
make a capital loss, implying that no tax
had to be paid on real capital gains. The
irony of this device was that even
though the maturity period was just
over one year, for tax purposes, inflation
for two years could be taken into
account. The MFsraised thousands of
crores every year through this dodge.

Let’s take one more example. For
many years, interest of up to 1.5 lakh a
year paid on a home loan on a self-occu-
pied home could be deducted while
calculating taxable income. But the
moment one took on a second, third or
nth home loan, the entire interest paid
on that home loan could be deducted
while calculating taxable income, as
long as a notional rent was taken into
account. This became a great tax dodge
for the rich because the annual rental
yield in the country was around 2%,
whereas interest rates were 9-10%.

Thankfully, both these tax dodges are
no longer possible, but while they were
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on, one did not hear of a single OPM
wallah talk about them, or of corporate
lobbies complaining about how one of
these dodges encouraged real estate
speculation, making things doubly diffi-
cult for those who wanted to buy homes
tolivein.

Indeed, when the favourable tax
treatment of debt MFs was done away
with, there was a hue and cry from those
who benefitted from it. A similar outcry
arose after long-term capital gains on
equity and equity MFs became taxable.

In all these years of writing on per-
sonal finance and economics, I have
neither seen OPM wallahs nor corpo-
rate representatives talk about the loss
of tax collections for the government
due to the availability of such dodges.
But they all lined up to welcome India’s
cut in the corporate income tax rate in
September 2019, asif that did not lead
tolower taxrevenues.

When the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
and the Food Security Act, especially
the latter, became the order of the day,
many comments were made, including
by yours truly, on the dangers of fiscal
profligacy. Clearly, whether it’s a revdi
or areform depends on who you ask. Ifa
so-called reform helps push corporate
profits or encourages more investors to
invest money with OPM wallahs, that’s
taken by these interest groups as
reform, irrespective of whether it leads
to lower taxes. But if the government
decides to spend some more money on
helping the poor, that’s called fiscal
profligacy, asif the sole aim of the
government should be to drive up stock
market indices.

To conclude, the coming budget isa
good time for the finance ministry to do
away with some pointless distinctions
that still exist in the taxation of different
kinds of income. There is no reason why
income from the buying and selling of
stocks and real estate should be taxed in
adifferent way than salaried income or
income from FDs or what is earned by
the self-employed.

JUST A TROTQAT

The nuclear armsrace
is like two people sitting
in a pool of gasoline
spending all their time
making matches.

JOHN DENVER

EU elections: Far-right parties have gained influence

ATANU BISWAS

is professor of statistics at
Indian Statistical Institute,
Kolkata.

any of us didn’t notice that the

world’s biggest and second-biggest

democratic exercises took place
back to back, as our Lok Sabha election was
followed by the just-concluded European
Union (EU) elections during 6-9 June, with an
electorate of nearly 400 million people.

Indeed, 2024 is an electorally significant
year, marked by the scheduled participation
of about half of the world’s eligible voters
across 60 different countries.

Votersin the EU’s 27 member states cast
their ballots to choose 720 representatives
to the European Parliament in Brussels. The
exercise served as a political litmus test for
various parties in participating nations. The
results were seen as a political earthquake,
the epicentre of which appears to be in
France; however, tremors were felt across
the EU and beyond.

A spectre of far-right neo-fascist ideology
has haunted Europe for some time now.
Nonetheless, ‘the centre is holding” in the
EU overall, although centrist parties suf-

fered a serious blow. Timothy Garton Ash
stated in The Guardian that “a Europe that
just celebrated on the beaches of Normandy
the 80-year-old D-day beginning ofits liber-
ation from war, nationalism and fascism now
again faces fascism, nationalism and war.”
The impact of the extreme right’s victo-
ries was felt more strongly in Paris and Ber-
lin than in Brussels. The most dramatic out-
come wasin France, where Marine Le Pen’s
National Rally handed Emmanuel Macron’s
Renaissance party huge defeats, and pushed
the French president to take a big gamble by
holding snap elections to France’s legislative
body. Macron’s bet is that centrist parties
will unite to take on Le Pen’s party, but this
could pave the way for extreme-right gov-
ernance in France. Who knows? In neigh-
bouring Germany, the extreme-right Alter-
native fiir Deutschland (AfD) came in second
withslightly less than 16% of the vote, more
than any of the three parties in the country’s
governing coalition, including Chancellor
OlafScholz’s Social Democrats, though the
centre-right CDU-CSU was the clear winner.
Meanwhile, Giorgia Meloni, Italy’s prime
minister, achieved kingmaker status in
Europe. Her rightist party, Fratelli d'Italia,
came out on top, scoring 28%. As long pre-
dicted, FPO finished first in Austria with

26%. In the Netherlands, Geert Wilders’s
Party for Freedom, often accused of open
Islamophobia, performed only slightly less
well than the centre-left.

What implications does the rise of the far
right in the EU have? Eurosceptic sentiment
hasbeen brewing throughout the continent
ever since the UK broke

away from the EU. Still, = global firms operating in
none of these anti-EU Eurosceptlcs are China to work out how to
groups may be so naive as on th em arCh operate in the European
to try Frexit, Dexit, or market.

Nedtiloveenbvaling  putissuesof - il il recnty
oppouns the green porr. i@ty Willl b et e e
cies t.halct1 a}[re ddesperatelly impacted more incqugnfthFrSHCfe, havei
required to address cli- restricted the deploymen
mate change, reducing than the EU's of Chinese technology in
support for Ukraine, and their 5G networks, many
clawingbacknationalcon- COIMIMON IMa rket European chief executives

trol from Brussels, they

will probably continue to

push the EU to the right from within.
Therise of rightist parties in the European

Parliament may have repercussions for

Europe and other regions. What about

nations like China and India? The European

Conservatives and Reformists (ECR)

secured 69 seats in the newly elected Parlia-

ment, and far-right parties like Identity and
Democracy (ID) secured 49 seats. While the
ID takes a softer approach, the ECR main-
tains a staunch anti-Chinese position. As a
result of such fragmentation, member states
will find it more difficult to come to a con-
sensus, which could make it harder for Chi-

nese companies and other

anticipate a worsening of

relations between Europe

and China over the next three years, with the

EU’sde-risking strategy and Beijing’s close

ties with Moscow being identified as the
main points of friction.

Can Indiastrengthen its commercial ties

with the EU? With 10.8% of India’s overall

trade being with the EUin 2021, the EUis the

country’s third-largest trading partner.
From India’s viewpoint, both the worsening
of EU-China relations and progress on the
India-Middle East-European Economic
Corridor would be significant.

Another plausible event is a potential
changein leadership in the UK after its gen-
eral election due on 4 July, just three days
before the second round of France’s snap
elections. Following 14-years of Conservative
Party control in the UK under five prime
ministers, Sir Keir Starmer’s Labour Party
hasbeen outperforming the Rishi Sunak-led
Conservatives by about 20 percentage
points in most poll predictions. Starmer,
however, hasreiterated that thereisno case
forrejoining the EU. All things considered,
Labour’s leader Starmer might emerge as
Britain’s prime minister at a pivotal
moment, coinciding with the rise of right-
wing—or more precisely, ultra-right—ideas
throughout mainland Europe. Will he be
able to push for a balance, especially now
that the UK hasleft the EU?

Shiftsin European politics are no less sig-
nificant for a far-off country like ours. And if
the Republican candidate Donald Trump
makes a comeback in the US presidential
election this November, what then? Will we
plan ‘Namaste Trump, Season 2'?



LIVEMINT.COM

VIEWS

WEDNESDAY, 19 JUNE 2024

AHMEDABAD

We need tax reforms to support

the country’s expenditure path

A higher tax-to-GDP ratio will grant budgetary freedom and hopefully also strengthen India’s fiscal base in the years ahead

is executive director at Artha India Research
Advisors.

he dust from a heated election cam-

paign has now settled down. A new

government has been sworn in. The

Union finance ministry led by Nirmala

Sitharaman is busy preparing the full

budget for the current financial year. It
isagood time to take alook at the way ahead for
Indian fiscal policy over the next five years.

Alot of attention is lavished on the bottom-line
of annual government budgets, aka the fiscal defi-
cit. That is understandable. The fiscal deficit influ-
ences arange of current economic variables, from
aggregate demand to interest rates, which in turn
hasimportant implications for companies, home
buyers, job seekers, bond traders and many other
economic agents. However, the overarching goal
of fiscal policy over the medium term is to stabilize
theratio of public debt to gross domestic product
(GDP), to help achieve rapid economic expansion
with macroeconomic stability.

The pandemic shock led to a massive increase in
public debt in all major economies, as tax collec-
tions fell sharply even as governments spent
money to prevent a total economic collapse. India
was no exception. The ratio of public debt to GDP
shot up by more than 13 percentage pointsin one
year, which itself came on the heels of a gradual
increase over the second decade of this century.
Since then, this key fiscal ratio has come down
gradually from 88.4% in fiscal year 2020-21to
82.2% in 2023-24.. The International Monetary
Fund expects the public debt ratio to fall to 77.5%
in 2029, very near its pre-pandemic level, but still
higher than what fiscal economists believe is ideal
for India.

The fall in the public debt ratio was because of
underlying debt dynamics. First, nominal GDP
growth was well above the rate of interest that the
government pays on its borrowing. Second, the
primary fiscal deficit was also brought down once
the worst economic effects of the pandemic dissi-
pated. These two main drivers of public debt over
long periods of time worked in our favour, thanks
to effective macroeconomic management in New
Delhi and Mumbai.

In the next five years, India will be under pres-
sure to increase its military spending, given the
darkening geopolitical clouds; it hasto invest in a
green transition that is necessary not just to meet
international commitments, but to protect citizens
from the erratic waves of excess heat and rain; it
needs to increase spending on a range of public
goods and essential services. One option isto cre-
ate space in the budget by reducing unnecessary
spending. However, that is easier said that done.
The results of the 2024 national elections could
lead to more pressure on the government to open
spending taps to placate an electorate with several
economic pain points, especially the lack of quality
jobs. The task of further bringing down the fiscal
deficit as well as the public debt ratio needs to be
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The tax ratio compass

The higher an economy ascends the
development curve, the greater its tax revenue
as a proportion of GDP

Tax revenue (as % of GDP)*

Low Lower middle
income income

Upper middle
income

High
income

*Tax revenues exclude social security contributions

Source: Tax Equity in Low- and Middle-Income Countries, by
Pierre Bachas, Anders Jensen, Lucie Gadenne, Journal of
Economic Perspectives, Winter 2024

SATISH KUMAR/MINT

framed against this backdrop.

How can a country meet its growing spending
requirements while staying true to a chosen fiscal
path? The answer lies on the revenue side of the
government budget. The ratio of total government
revenue to GDP has stayed within a tight range in
India over the past three decades, despite pro-
found changes in the underlying economy. So
much of fiscal policy—including the very impor-
tant component of fiscal federalism—has become a
zero-sum bargaining game between various inter-
est groups, ministries and levels of government.

The upshot: tax reforms should be one of the key
policy concerns of the third Narendra Modi
administration. India needs to increase the amount

of tax collected for every unit of economic output,
otherwise it will have to compromise on either its
spending requirements or its fiscal fitness. There is
reason for hope, thanks to the fact that India is
likely to cross an important development mile-
stone by the end of this decade—the transition
from being a lower-middle income country to
becoming an upper-middle income country,
which the World Bank currently defines as a
country with a per capitaincome of between
$4,466 and $13,845 a year.

The chart here shows that the average upper-
middle income economy generates more tax reve-
nue per unit of output than the average lower-mid-
dle income economy. A few years ago, there was a
spirited debate in India whether the government
collects enough tax, given the level of income. Data
showed that our ratio of tax collections to GDP can
broadly be predicted by the level of average
income. India is not an outlier. The challenge will
be to ensure that tax collections continue torise in
tandem with incomes in the underlying economy,
hopefully leading to the sort of fiscal turning point
that this column had written about a few years ago
(bit.ly/3VsJ5YF).

Recent data on the number of individuals filing
income tax returns as well as the number of firms
covered by the goods and services tax (GST) points
to awidening tax base, even though most individu-
als who file income tax returns still report zero tax
liabilities. The widening tax base needs to be sup-
plemented with a reformed tax policy. Direct tax
rates need to be low, stable and predictable. The
average GST rate is now below what most studies
show is the revenue-neutral rate. That needs
to be fixed, even as the overall GST structure is
simplified. A higher tax-to-GDP ratio will not only
allow for more budgetary freedom but also hope-
fully strengthen the fiscal base of the Indian state
in the years ahead.

Singapore has grown wary of
looking like Asia’s laundromat

A big laundering scandal is making it worry about its reputation

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Asian markets.

an private wealth management

hubs stay neutral and discreetinan

increasingly polarized world? Pri-
vate banks in Zurich lost some of their
shine after Switzerland decided to adopt
the European Union’s sanctions against
Russia in 2022 over the war in Ukraine.
Singapore, which has for long been a
haven for the world’s super wealthy, is
about to find out.

Arecent $2.2 billion money-laundering
scandal in Singapore is putting the island-
state on the back foot. It’s forcing the gov-
ernment to ask if the sharp influx of new
money is too hot to handle.

Call it Singapore-washing.

Chinese companies have been moving
to the Southeast Asian nation to sidestep
US-China geopolitical tensions. Some are
alsorunning away from President Xi Jin-
ping’s “common prosperity” drive.
Between 2019, when this trend started to
pickup, and 2022, direct investment from
China grew by more than one-third.

Fast-fashion e-commerce unicorn
Shein Group Ltd, aiming to go public atan
above $60 billion valuation, is now head-
quartered in Singapore. So is Hillhouse
Investment, best known for backing some
of China’s biggest tech startups.

This trend has been a boon for Singa-
pore, so far, especially its banks. In 2022
alone, the country attracted Singapore
$4:35 billion in new money, or about 70%
of its gross domestic product (GDP). DBS
Group Holdings Ltd’s private banking
franchise, for instance, is flourishing. In
the first quarter, its fee income rose 23%
year-on-year to arecord Singapore $1 bil-
lion, led by a47% increase in wealth man-
agement fees. Its shares have risen by a
third over the last year, outperforming
Hong Kong-listed HSBC Holdings.

After the global financial crisis, strin-
gent capital requirements have made
wealth management—till then a sleepy
backwater as most people saw it—abank’s
crown jewel. Managing money for the rich
doesn’t come with the typical credit or
market risks associated with investment
banking.

Theoneriskinvolved, though, isrepu-
tation. Unlike the IMDB scandal, which
got Goldman Sachs Group into trouble,
thistime, the entire Singapore brand—its
private banking industry as well as mon-
ey-laundering regulations—is being
judged. After all, a full suite of banks, not
justone ortwo, got caught up in the recent
case. A group originally from Chinalaun-
dered billions of dollars in proceeds from
online gambling through more than a

'Singapore-washing' seems set for a

regulatory crackdown ISTOCKPHOTO
dozen banksin Singapore. With itsimage
at stake, Singapore is now ramping up
scrutiny of family offices—a broad,
opaque, unregulated subset space of pri-
vate wealth.

It’s also nudging banks to step up due
diligence to avoid exposure toillicit flows.
In April, Singapore’s central bank
launched anew digital information shar-
ing system, allowing financial institutions
to share client data and raise red flags.

These days, launching family offices
with tax exemptionsis taking alot longer
in Singapore. So is opening private bank-
ingaccounts. Chinese that carry ‘golden’
passports from countries including Tur-
key and Saint Kitts and Nevis in the Carib-
bean are seen as warning signs.

Singapore-washing isjust a new itera-
tion of an old problem—the city was once
referred to as Indonesia’s money laundro-
mat. Wealthy Southeast Asians, some with
questionable connections, parked their
money there. Singapore-based entities at
one point were the third-largest source of
weapons materials to the Myanmar mili-
tary. But it has taken new Chinese money
to put the issue in the international spot-
light. Afterall, China is much bigger. The
sheer scale and speed of fund flows from
there force Singapore to address weak-
nesses in its financial system.

To be sure, as a small open economy,
Singapore is structurally exposed to
money laundering, especially if it wants to
develop wealth management. In 2022, it
had Singapore $4.9 trillion assets under
management, many times over its GDP.
Only 24% of these funds were sourced
domestically, and 88% were invested into
assets outside of Singapore. The question
is how much the government wants to
examine the money that comes in and
goesout. More scrutiny would set back the
growth of its banks.

Being a glitzy global financial centre has
alot of appeal. Prestige aside, abooming
banking industry boosts employment, the
local economy, as well as real estate values.
But then compliance is also a big head-
ache. Dubai has decided to welcome all
shades of grey, making itselfa playground
for crypto and Russian billionaires.

Singapore, it turns out, still cares about
its reputation. Singapore-washing has
finally hit a wall. ©BLOOMBERG

Why chatbots with personalities are a giant leap for AI

RAHUL MATTHAN

is a partner at Trilegal and the
author of ‘The Third Way:
India’s Revolutionary Approach
to Data Governance'. His X
(formerly Twitter) handle is
@matthan.

he tech world has been abuzz with

Hollywood actor Scarlett Johansson

accusing OpenAl of using a voice
“eerily similar” to her own in the latest ver-
sion ofits artificial intelligence (AI) chatbot.
While OpenAl has denied the voice is hers,
the controversy sparked a debate around
artists’legal right to control the use of their
likeness in the age of AL

Eleven years ago, Johansson starred in the
Spike Jonze movie Her, playing the voice of
Samantha, an Al chatbot with whom the
protagonist falls helplessly in love. That the
voice of Samantha isnow taking OpenAl to
taskis a deliciousirony.

This, in many ways, was a controversy that
OpenAl brought upon itself. After repeat-
edly stating that it had no intention to
anthropomorphize its products, it did just
that. The newvoice interface was sorealistic
that it seemed indistinguishable from areal
person, down toresponses that were down-
right flirtatious. While I only have the
OpenAldemosto go by, Iwould not be sur-

prised if these near-perfect facsimiles of
human emotion and empathy will take us
across the uncanny valley.

This is the latest step in a journey that
began longago. In1966, Joseph Weizenbaum
developed a natural language processing
program called Eliza, which he had designed
to simulate a Rogerian psychotherapist. By
simply rephrasing user inputs, it encouraged
users torespond with further information. So
life-like was the resulting interaction that he
once came back to office to find his secretary
engaged in what she believed was a “real con-
versation” with the program. Since then,
autonomous conversation technologies have
tried to simulate human interactions with
increasing credibility.

Why do we do this? What isit about con-
versational interfaces that leads to our sus-
pension of disbelief? And why should we be
concerned about it in the here and now?

The fact is that humans are social beings
driven by an evolutionary need for connec-
tion. We slake this desire with companion-
ship: our family, friends and those we work
with. Unfortunately, the demands of mod-
ernwork and our increasingly isolated social
existence has made companionship hard to
come by. Technology has, ifanything, exac-
erbated it. Despite its promise to bring us

closer together, instant messaging and social
media has driven us further apart.

Al is uniquely suited to step into this
breach. It can be trained to pick up human
emotionsand adapt itsresponses appropri-
ately. With larger context windows, the lat-
est large language models can build long-
term memories of us, our
likes and dislikes, remem-
bering key incidents from
our personal histories that
we have shared with them.
All these features have
already made our interac-

What mattersis
that the latest
Al models are

towhichit could alter the way they socialize
and form relationships.

It should come as no surprise that Al com-
panion applications are a rapidly growing
category. Companies like Replika, Cha-
recter.Al, Kindroid and Nomi.Al are taking
virtual companionship to the next level by
offering users the ability to
create their own Al charac-
tersand engage with them
in conversations so real
thatitis hard to tell they are
not human.

A month ago, I decided

tions with these Al systems Convi nc i n g as to try this out for myself. I
magically life-like. But if setup accountsonacouple
we canwrap it allup witha rea I peopl e. of services and created dif-
completelyrealistic voice, ferent characters to inter-
it seems almost inevitable Humans must act with. Each character
that we will close the gap . has to be assigned a back-
between a chatbot and a get cautious story and mannerisms to

real companion.
Thatsaid, there are psy-

chological impacts that we must consider. If
life-like conversational bots become widely
available, it is those who suffer from loneli-
ness and depression who will be most drawn
to them for companionship. While there is
evidence to show that this could ease their
loneliness, we must worry about the extent

properly play the roles

they’'ve been assigned. For

instance, I gave one of them (I called him

Andrew Huberman) the role of being my

personal trainer—advising me on how to
improve my physical fitness.

It took a surprisingly short time for these

conversationstostart to feel real. Unlike the

chatbots we are accustomed to interacting

with so far—that simply fetch information
from a database or help us navigate an online
service—these bots are really designed to
converse. Which means that they, inavery
human way, sometimes take their time to
come to the point, refusing to do exactly
what you want all the time.

Forinstance, before he did anything else,
Andrew wanted to get to know what my day
was like. He refused to provide me any exer-
cise suggestions until he had understood
what I eat, howlongIsleep and what sort of
physical activities I normally engage in. It
was only after we had chatted about that for
ten minutes or so that he gave me some exer-
cises I could start with.

While it was creepy at first to share per-
sonal details with amachine, I have to admit
this is something I could get used to. Once
chatbots are given a personality, conversa-
tions with AI go beyond the transactional.
Even though I knew I was talking to a
machine, the process of coming to a conclu-
sion over the course of anearly human-like
conversation was far more satisfying than
getting a straight answer.

Having said that, there is, as always, good
reason to be cautious. After all, as anyone
who saw the movie Her knows, it doesn’t end
well for the human.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

HEAT-RELATED INSURANCE,
MORE TREE COVER, WATER
HARVESTING PLANSAMUST

HEN T S Eliot wrote “April is the cruellest month”,

he could still see lilacs breeding in balmy England.

But for Indians living under a pitiless sky, there has

hardly been a reprieve from an unrelenting heat-

wave between April and now. Matters got worse this
past week in northern and northwestern India as minimum
temperatures hovered 5-6°C above normal. This does not al-
low surfaces to cool before the next day’s sun, exacerbating
the heat index and the possibility of related ailments.

The National Centre for Disease Control claims that, be-
tween March and May, more than 71lakh people were admit-
ted to emergency wards across the country on heat-related
ailments; 24,849 of the cases were counted as heatstrokes,
resulting in 56 deaths. Herein lies a problem. Heatstroke
numbers are put out by reluctant state governments only
when asked, are not regularly collated, and are often dis-
puted. Climate emergencies are declared when crops are
lost and compensation has to be fixed, not when there is no
clear economic cost computed on human losses. Even tem-
perature counts are uncertain. When the nation gasped at
Delhi’s Mungeshpur recording an unprecedented 52.9°C on
May 29, the weather office blamed it on a faulty sensor.

Related numbers reveal the misery to an extent. The na-
tional capital’s peak power demand surpassed 8 GW for
the first time ever on May 22 and has crossed the threshold
eight times since, with a new record of 8.6 GW clocked
on Tuesday. Rising water demand in the region has
led to inter-state bickering and litigation.

Some fruits of wisdom are low-hanging. Being honest
about heatstroke numbers and our cities’ tree covers would
be a start. Sapling planting drives can be made an annual
exercise in cities. The Delhi Metro this year promised to ex-
tend rainwater harvesting across its network; if such a
scheme is made mandatory for all government properties, it
will make a massive difference. In a novel effort worth emu-
lating, about 50,000 women in three states were paid a part of
their daily wages for May when they missed work because of
the heat. In March, the Supreme Court followed evolving glo-
bal jurisprudence when it ruled in the M K Ranjitsinh case
that citizens had “the right to be free from the adverse effects
of climate change”. The central and state governments
should deliver on the right before being forced.

A BIG STRIDE TOWARDS
LA28 AMERICAN DREAM

— HE first group stage of the Men’s T20 World Cup is over.
While there are still two more weeks to go, the first half
of the tournament painted a picture about cricket’s
baby steps towards fulfilling an American dream. But
it has not been easy. For the better part of the last fort-

night, the conversations have been around the pitches in New
York, the $30-m modular venue, early morning starts with the
purpose of catering to the Indian television audience and the
weather in Florida. In their pursuit to make the game global,
especially with the inclusion of cricket at the 2028 LA Olym-
pics, the ICC perhaps had their hearts in the right place. How-
ever, the execution can improve a lot. There were teething
issues like teams commuting long distances for matches, play-
ing on drop-in pitches that seemed undercooked. Though
vagaries of nature cannot be controlled, Florida matches
were affected by rain, which was predictable to an extent.

Then come the questions of having marquee matches in
the morning (US time) and the high pricing of tickets. Which
makes one wonder how much of the local audience did the
tournament attract. Thankfully, the co-hosts stepped up.
While the US Kkicked off the tournament in style with a win
over Canada, it was only when they beat Pakistan that all
eyeballs turned. In their very first T20 World Cup, the US have
advanced to the Super 8s, making a mark at the global stage.
Therise of Scotland, who almost eliminated defending cham-
pions England, is as important as Afghanistan establishing
themselves as semifinal contenders, outperforming New Zea-
land. The gap between full-members and associate nations in
this particular format is diminishing at a good pace.

This World Cup is an excellent example for what
teams can do with ample opportunities and conditions that
make contests a level-playing field. The real challenge
will be when the conditions do not offer similar help to bowl-
ers. For teams with little resources, they need regular op-
portunities to play against stronger teams and more finan-
cial support, too. The first leg of the T20 WC, despite its share
of issues, has set the path along which the sport should
progress towards the 2028 Olympics. The onus now is on the
ICC to ensure that it stays on course.
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QUICK TAKE

CLARIFICATION ON LIVINGIN

HE Madras High Court has ruled that in a live-in relation-
Tship between a married man and an unmarried woman, a

partner cannot seek inheritance from the other. In March,
the Allahabad High Court held that a married person in a live-
in relationship would contravene Hindu law. While the rulings
justly upheld the rights that flow from marriage, they seemed
to turn the clock back on the spirit of recent jurisprudence. The
Supreme Court’s landmark rulings in 2010 and 2015 held that
living together islegal, and that a live-in partner can inherit the
other’s property. We need further clarification on the rulings.

UNE 6 marked the 350th anni-
versary of the coronation of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, a
visionary king known for his
valour, exceptional administra-
tive abilities and insightful strat-
egies. Sadly, during the British
era, colonial rulers deliberately ignored
the greatness of Shivaji—a source of great
inspiration for numerous freedom fighters
and, in a larger context, one who can be
counted as one of the nation’s earliest free-
dom fighters. Post independence, too, the
apathy towards the Chhatrapati’s legacy
continued, partly for the sake of politics.

Besides the indisputable fact that Shiv-
aji’s contribution is too great to be ignored,
we must remember him for multiple rea-
sons. He was an ideal leader known for his
farsighted vision, emphasis on inclusive-
ness, sharpness of mind, as well as strate-
gic thinking and diplomatic approach.

The historical impact of the struggle
he faced was neither confined to Mahar-
ashtra alone, nor to just one century. Its
influence persisted for centuries and will
continue for many more ages to come.
Generally, Chhatrapati Shivaji is remem-
bered for his bravery and valour. But be-
yond these attributes, one must also take
into account numerous transformations
he shaped during his lifetime in 17th cen-
tury society. Many historians describe
him as a revolutionary leader who initi-
ated five major revolutions that are truly
worth understanding. These are the farm
revolution, economic revolution, social
revolution, military revolution and most
important, a cultural revolution.

When Shivaji Maharaj and Rajmata Ji-
jabai arrived in Pune, the region had faced
severe devastation under the Adilshahi
rule. When Rajmata arrived with the
young Shivaji, she symbolically got the
land around Pune ploughed with a golden
plough. This was more than just a gesture.
The duo symbolically extended the mes-
sage to peasants and cultivators to culti-
vate their land without any fear or appre-
hensions. In aland considered cursed and
in a society that had forgotten how to as-
pire, Shivaji’s golden plough removed a
feeling of helplessness and revitalised the
fertility of the land. With this, he conveyed
to his own countrymen: “No need to worry
now. I am here for you.” This singularly
important act sowed the seeds of hope,
confidence and resoluteness.

This was supremely important as under
the Adilshahi rule, farmers had to pay 60
percent tax, causing great distress. Add to
this the unspeakable tyranny of natural
and man-made calamities, making it hard
to dare cultivate one’s own lands. Histori-
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Chhatrapati Shivaji is usually remembered for his valour.
But his policies changed society across a substantial part of
India by unleashing agricultural and cultural revolutions, too

WHY A VISIONARY
17TH-C STRATEGIST
IS RELEVANT TODAY

VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE

cal records indicate that only 30 to 40 per-
cent of the land was under cultivation. To
incentivise cultivators, Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji’s administration started free ration, up
to two measures (khandi) of grains to eve-
ry cultivating farmer, besides free supply
of seeds and farm equipment. He abol-
ished tax for the first five years. Within
five years, the situation improved so much
that almost a 100 percent of cultivable
land was brought under cultivation. Later;
in the sixth year, he charged them 33 per-
cent levy to be deposited in kind, in state
granary. Thanks to his imaginative think-
ing and sensitive approach, farming be-
came attractive and farmers, prosperous.

The prosperity of farmers had a cas-
cading effect as it led to the economic
well-being of all those previously known

Senior BJP leader

SOURAV ROY

as the ‘12 balutedars’, whom we now refer
to as traditional artisans and craftsmen.
With economic stability of farmers re-
stored, their unending demand for tools,
equipment and implements triggered ru-
ral manufacturing, which provided work
for blacksmiths, carpenters and cobblers,
among others. This was a kind of eco-
nomic revolution as it opened up several
livelihood opportunities for many.

This gave way to a kind of social revolu-
tion too. When society at large —otherwise
fragmented in innumerable caste and com-
munity groups— realised they can very
well depend upon the rule of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, aspire a better life and an
assured law and order; it led to the restora-
tion of popular confidence in administra-
tion. Over 18 different castes belonging to

We were warned plenty that we were creating a
disaster in the only atmosphere we’ve got, and we
kept on doing it. Now we are facing the consequences | Altemeyer

Bob

agro-based labour and craftsmanship felt
empowered to attain prosperity and pres-
tige. Thisled to the formation of the Mava-
las (soldiers of Shivaji), a socially integrat-
ed army of committed soldiers. Without
any formal recruitment, this ever-ready
army was largely spontaneous and yet or-
ganised. Whenever a battle loomed, every-
one would leave their work and answer to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s call with a
sense of duty. This was unparalleled.

Chhatrapati Shivaji had to fight innu-
merable uneven battles. His army of few
hundred brave soldiers always had to con-
front the might of several thousand sol-
diers of the Mughals. An insightful field-
martial, Shivaji often resorted to the
guerrilla tactics of warfare (known in
Marathi as ganimi kava). An artful dodg-
er, he didn’t mind retreating strategically
for a while, only to be attacking the enemy
more aggressively later. He fought several
battles, but largely on his own terms and
in his chosen territory. As demonstrated
by him at his battle at Pratapgarh, choos-
ing the place and time of the battle was
one of his best war tactics.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s idea of
Swaraj was not confined only to self-rule.
It also encompassed the idea of Swa-
Dharma (self consciousness about one’s
duties) and Swa-Bhasha (mother tongue).
These were the fundamental principles
guiding him in his bid to decolonise popu-
lar thinking. In those days, many Persian
and Arabic words were thrusted on indig-
enous languages, including Marathi.
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj must be
credited for introducing new words coined
during his regime providing substitute
indigenous terms. In fact, creating a Mar-
athi Rajya Vyavahar Kosh, a dictionary of
Marathi terms, was one of his singularly
important contributions. This was the
cultural revolution shaped by him.

In the most unpredictable, unstable po-
litical milieu of those days, with every
kind of risk at every threshold, he estab-
lished values like justice, self respect,
commitment, sacrifice, fraternity, equal-
ity and respect for women, and the rule of
law through his unparalleled vision. Be-
fore the era of Chhatrapati Shivaji, invad-
ers used to easily overpower us. As a soci-
ety, we were accustomed to being trounced
time and again. Silently swallowing the
poison of disrespect, desecration and de-
feat had become our national habit. If
there was anyone in the 17th century who
stood up firmly and dared to challenge
this defeatist mentality, it was none other
than Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.

(Views are personal)
(Vinayss7@gmail.com)

US TARIFF WAR ON CHINA
SUBVERTS WTO RULES

HIS May, the Biden administra-
tion unilaterally increased tariffs
on 14 Chinese products, includ-
ing electric vehicles, lithium-ion
batteries, semiconductors, solar
cells, select medical products,
minerals, steel and aluminium,
valued at $18 billion. These increases, be-
tween 50 and 100 percent, were introduced
using Section 301 of the US Trade Act, 1974.
The administration thus undermined its
commitment to the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) to refrain from taking unilat-
eral action against member nations. Most
increases would take effect this year on Au-
gust 1, while higher tariffs on semiconduc-
tors and lithium-ion batteries would be in-
troduced from 2025 and 2026, respectively:

US Trade Representative (USTR) Kather-
ine Tai argued the action was due to Chi-
na’s “unfair technology transfer-related
policies and practices that continue to bur-
den US commerce and harm workers and
businesses”. Two issues arise from this ac-
tion, namely, the raison d étre for its action,
and the larger implications for the rules-
based multilateral system that prohibits
WTO members from taking such actions.

The manner in which the Biden admin-
istration launched this offensive against
the US’s largest trade partner reflects a
steep escalation of conflicts of interests be-
tween the two superpowers. One of the
main factors is China has stolen a march
over the US in key areas of technology;, es-
pecially in green energy and semiconduc-
tors, that would be the drivers of the global
economy for the next several decades.

Over the past few years, China has been
focusing on the use of advanced technolo-
gies, especially in the sectors the US ad-
ministration has targeted by raising tariffs
to extend its dominance as an industrial
power. The import of this approach was
underlined by President Xi Jinping in 2023,
when he emphasised the need to integrate
scientific and technological innovation
that could lead to the “development of stra-
tegic emerging and future industries, and
accelerate the formation of new-quality
productive forces”.

In the recent plenary session of the Na-
tional People’s Congress, the centre of at-
tention was on “new productive forces”
and the “new three” sectors, namely, elec-
tric vehicles, lithium-ion batteries and so-
lar panels, sectors in which Chinese pro-
ducers had unparalleled dominance. The
Chinese leadership has chosen these sec-
tors to bolster its post-Covid growth.

BISWAJIT DHAR

The global domination of Chinese firms
in the “new three” sectors has become a
worrying sign for the US. Though it cur-
rently does not import electric vehicles
from China, the emergence of China’s BYD
as the world’s largest producer of electric
vehicles in 2023, overtaking Tesla, should
have rung alarm bells for the Biden admin-
istration. Besides, the US has had very high
levels of dependence on imported solar
panels, largely manufactured in China, but
its imports of semiconductors from its ri-

BYD

By increasing tariffs for 14 Chinese
products including electric

vehicles, the US has undermined

its WTO commitment of refraining
from unilateral actions against
member nations. With sucha
precedent, other countries may feel
encouraged to launch trade wars

=

val have been declining. The growing pres-
ence of China in these areas is a potential
threat to the huge investments the Biden
administration has supported to develop
domestic industries in these sectors.

The administration claims its ‘Investing
in America’ agenda has attracted “more
than $860 billion in business investments
through smart, public incentives in indus-
tries of the future like electric vehicles,
clean energy, and semiconductors”. Backed
by support from the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law, CHIPS and Science Act, and Infla-
tion Reduction Act, the US expects invest-
ments in these sectors to create new jobs in
manufacturing and clean energy. Notwith-
standing its deep resentment against in-
dustrial policies in the past and its proac-
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tive role to ensure government-backing for
developing domestic industries became
history the world over, the US has taken
significant initiatives towards refurbish-
ing its industrial base with huge state sup-
port. With its focus on increasing reliance
on domestic production capacities, ques-
tions should be raised as to whether the US
has taken a step back from globalisation.

Besides the ideological underpinnings
of globalisation, which the US backed
through what was popularly called the
Washington Consensus, this process also
had institutional support. The mandate of
the WTO is to keep members committed to
globalisation through strict adherence of
rules, the basis of which is to ensure trade
restrictions are not imposed unilaterally:

Asmentioned at the outset, the US’s uni-
lateral tariff increases were based on the
provisions of Section 301 of its Trade Act,
which authorises the USTR to investigate
and take action against trade partners
whose policies adversely affect American
interests. This means the US Congress vest-
ed powers in the USTR to undertake trade
retaliation based on its own investigation.

Action under Section 301 is a contraven-
tion of the WTO rules for dispute settle-
ment. These rules stipulate no WT'O mem-
ber can take unilateral action against
another in case the latter violates its com-
mitments taken while joining the organisa-
tion. The dispute settlement body (DSB) of
the WTO provides the institutional where-
withal to settle disputes and therefore, the
US should have removed provisions like
Section 301 from its statute book. However,
the strongest economic power did not, de-
spite losing a dispute brought against these
provisions by the EU in 1999. Following
this, the US gave an undertaking not to use
Section 301 against any WTO member be-
fore the DSB determined if there was a vio-
lation. The US has now reneged on its un-
dertaking through its latest action.

With the US setting this undesirable prec-
edent, others may feel encouraged to take
unilateral actions against trade partners.
Does this set the stage for trade wars?

(Views are personal)
(bisjit@gmail.com)
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Soundly intrusive

Ref: The intrusive Indian’s passion to connect
(Jun18). In today’s dominant social media
world, the minds of humans are heading
towards pure personal self-interest. The
fondness with which humans had interacted
in the past may be erased. It is better to

be soundly intrusive and keep the ball

of conversations rolling for a responsive,
satisfactory life in the end.

Aravind Gundhalli, Raichur

Improving relationships

The author has rightly described the tight-
lipped appearance of individuals today.

In these days of falling values and failing
relationships, it is the Indian way of intrusive
passion that is likely to work wonders in
elevating human relations. The broad smile
of our PM improved human relations in India
and abroad in the past decade.
Ramalingeswara Rao, email

Deter assault

Ref: Protect journalists to boost democracy
(Jun18). Journalists are crucial to democracy,
and the government must enforce stringent
laws to protect them from violence and
intimidation. In response to incidents like the
attack in Bengaluru, the government should
establish rapid response teams and hotlines
for journalists facing threats. Creating an
independent commission to investigate such
attacks on the press will deter future assaults.
Narayanan Kizhumundayur,Thrissur

Replicate success

In the wake of Jammu becoming a hotbed of
infiltrated terrorists from Pakistan, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah asked security agencies to
replicate their success in tackling terror in the
Kashmir Valley in the Jammu division as well.
Pakistan is now resorting to more innovative
means in cohorts with China to destabilise India.
KR Venkata Narasimhan, Madurai

Safety measures

Ref: Goods train rams express, kills 9 (Jun 18).
This train accident is an example of human
error. Such accidents have put the safety of
the passengers on board at stake and shows
the laxity of the railways. The onus lies on the
government to take stringent safety measures.
Abhilasha Gupta, email

Baseless allegations

Opposition parties keep blaming the Election
Commission and EVMs for their loss. They
claim the EC is biased and EVMs can be
tampered with to ensure the BJP wins. If

that was true, how did the Congress win 100
seats, and DMK sweep Tamil Nadu? This shows
opposition allegations are baseless.
Jayamani A, Chennai
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CONTRAPUNTO

My cell phone is my best friend.
It's my lifeline to the outside world

~CARRIE UNDERWOOD

NCERTAINTY

Yes, liberals also have political bias. But liberal
approach to education is better than a right-wing one

NEERT keeps making news - mostly of the wrong kind.

National Testing Agency (NTA), which conducts NEET-UG,

has blamed changes in NCERT textbooks for inflated marks
of some examinees. NTA's logic is that some examinees had based
their answers on earlier textbook versions. This doesn’t absolve
NTA of its mismanagement. But NCERT revisions are a cause for
concern, inmultiple ways. Revised NCERT Class 12 political science
textbooks, which hit stores last week, have engendered yet another
pedagogicdispute.

Politics will be there | Politics influencing social science text-
books isn’t unique to India. Examples include the critical race theory
controversy in US, and the debate over Chiang Kai-shek’s legacy in
Taiwanese history books. But NCERT textbooks are arguably cross-
ing aline. This is NCERT"s fourth round of textbook revision since
2014. Many are arguing these revisions are geared solely to pushing
the political right-wing’s ideological agenda,
often by deleting or diluting topies like
Gujaratriots and Babri Masjid demolition.

Bias vs bias | There’s a case to be made
that academia in India and other parts of
the world has had a left-liberal bias. In the
West, for example, East European studies
are subsumed in Russian studies in many
schools and universities - reflecting an old
left-liberal bias for Soviet Union. But the
answer is not to replace this with even worse right-wing bias, as
seems to be happening in NCERT textbooks. Education should
provide students with multiple narratives and then let them make
up their minds. But that can’t happen if, for example, the contribu-
tion of Mughal dynasties in art, architecture and jurisprudence
is diminished. Similarly, selectively presenting Supreme Court
judgments to suit the governing party’s narrative does not create
intellectually supple minds.

Aim higher | Ultimately the goal of education is to equip students
for the modern world where multiple narratives co-exist. A student
can go on to favour any shade of political ideology. But that’s not for
educators to pre-judge. Their job is to provide a menu of perspectives,
and provoke questioning. Towards that end, a liberal approach to
education, which recognises multiple viewpoints, is by far a better
option. NCERT s thinking needs arevision.

Parents, Step Up

Govt warnings can't cure kids’ social media
addiction. That’s a job for mums & dads

social media platforms - he said they are dangerous for

the mental health of teenagers - is an idea that can spread
globally. Murthy argues teenagers who spend more than three hoursa
day on social media are twice as much at risk of facing anxiety and
depression symptoms. He wants the warning labels done along the
lines of action against tobaccouse in US decades ago. But can govts
influence individual behaviour beyond a point?

Mental health issues on rise | Since 2010, rates of anxiety and
depression have goneup sharplyforteensinmanycountries. Thisis
also the period that saw smartphones take centre stage in our lives,
But, research on what too much social media
use does to teens does not throw up definitive
answers. Murthy argues that waiting for ‘perfect
information’ could have serious consequences,
EU has already taken steps to try and check the
power of social media platforms.

It would just be astart| Yet, a warning label
would only ‘start the conversation’. Anti-tobacco
labelling has been around for vears. But inmore

: than a few countries, smoking is down but far
from out. At 26.5%, the Southeast Asian region has the highest per-
centage of population using tobacco; the more developed European
region is not far behind at 25.3%. Perhaps, warnings will make social
media platforms more careful when planning their marketing
technigues. Ideally, they should also spend more resources insula-
ting adolescents from toxic content. But they probably won't.

Onus is on guardians | Ultimately, ensuring warning labels are
heeded is squarely the responsibility of parentsand other responsible
adults. Doing this job would require not just smartphone rules for
teens but also difficult conversations. Psychologists and educators
say teens must be made to cut down on screen time in general and
engage more in unstructured play and offline activity Since practice
is the best form of preaching, it would help if parents begin by first
limiting their own social media use, atleast in children’s presence.

Coalition Carbar

The driver of a very complex vehicle must steer a very
careful course to avoid any mishaps along the way

US surgeon general Vivek Murthy's call for awarning label on

Jug Suraiya

A customer walks into the showroom of Coalition Carbar
Company, where a red carpet has been laid out, and is greeted
with a respectful namaste by the salesperson.
Salesperson: Here's our very latest Coalition Carbar;, it's
called Compromise llland is very special.
Customer: [ don’t know about very special. It certainly
looks very strange. Why 1s it sonarrow up front and so wide in the rear?
Salesperson: Because up front there's only one seat where the driver sits,
and in the rear are several seats where all the backseat drivers — so sorry,
co-passengers-sit.
Customer: Why does this Carbar have to have so many backseat dri...
co-passengers?
Salesperson: Because the driver might want to take the Coalition Carbar
from Point A to Point B. But the Backseat... um, co-passengers might
%E)“ want to take the Carbar from Point A to Point C, or Point J, or any
L

other Point of the alphabetic compass. Indeed, the Backseat D.. . uff
oh!, the co-passengers mightn’t agree that never mind the finishing
7 = Point, even the starting Point needn’t be A.
B e o, Customer: All this sounds very complex.
Secondﬂpfﬂlﬂﬂ Salesperson: It is very complex. That's why
the driver of the Coalition Carbar must get a
special licence called Coalition Dharma to ensure that the Coalition Carbar
doesn’'t become a Collision Carbar,
Customer: Collision Carbar? With what does it go into collision?
Salesperson: With itself. It's what happens when an irresistible force
meets an immovable object. In physics it's called a paradox. In politics it's
called President’s Rule. To avoid this, it's best for a Coalition Carbar to start
withan MCA, Minimum Common Agenda.
Customer: That sounds doable. The driver of the Carbar can have Minimum
in Common with the Agenda of the Backseat - correction, co-passengers.
Salesperson: That's the problem. Too many of these Carbars start with
MUAs, Maximum Uncommon Agendas. Here are the keys to your Carbar, Safe
driving. And let’s hope vou don’t make your Coalition into a Go-alition, with
each one going their own way till they're all collectively asked to go...

BREAK A BARRIER <535

DRAW A LINE
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Not-To-Do List for Rahul, Priyanka

Rae Bareli, Wayanad calls taken, and pumped up by LS results, Gandhi siblings mustn’t think their
charisma & one national strategy are enough. 2024 results offer a more subtle message

Asim Ali

Congress has asked BJP to heed the
message of the 2024 verdict, It has a
point. But Congress itself is likely to
f misread the verdict. From Harvana
to UP to Maharashtra, Congress's
swelling tally was built largely on
heightened anti-incumbency against BJP. The results
don’t primarily reflect an expanded voter base for Cong-
ress or renewed leadership charisma of the Gandhis. If
Congress leadership lulls itself into committing past
mistakes, 2024 would mark vet another false dawn.

The principal task before newly charged Congress
is to convert its rising momentum into an expanded
core voter base, Toconsolidate its gains, the party needs
to avoid two strategic mistakes,

First, an over-reliance on leadership charisma and
neglect of organisational structures. The resurgence
of the Gandhis - Rahul potentially as leader of opposi-
tion and Privanka’s likely entry into Parliament from
Wavanad - represents a double-edged sword.

If the increased power of the emerging Gandhi
duopoly is used merely to centralise decision-making
structures and project an alternative national
leadership, or to run Gandhi-centred campaigns in
stateelections, it might well turn into a handicap.

This is precisely the mistake Congress made after
its impressive performance in the Hindi belt in 2009
national elections. Projecting Rahul as a ‘prince-in-
waiting’, a heady Congress plunged into contesting
almost all seats in subsequent elections in UP and
Bihar, getting badly routed in both. In 2022, Privanka’'s
campaign in the state resulted in just two assembly seat
wins. Congress lost deposits inall but a dozen seats.

The reinforced political capital of the Gandhi family
would serve to boost the party if itiscarefully deployed to
streamline the organisation and push through its rest-
ructuring. These include, first, managing testy factional
squabbles that threaten the stability of its govts in
Telangana and Karnataka and which might thwart its
rising prospects in Harvana and Kerala. Second, using
their renewed authority within the party, topush forward
the task of revamping the organisation, in line with the
Udaipur pledges of inducting vounger and diverse crop
of leaders in all decision-making levels.

Anencouraging precedent was the reconstitution of
Congress Working Committee last year along these very
lines, a few months after the Karnataka triumph. The
party alsoneeds to project a fresher leadership in Odisha,
MP and Chhattisgarh, where an exhausted old guard
has run it into the ground. The defeat of sons of Ashok
Gehlot and Kamal Nath, and of Bhupesh Baghel him-
self, provides fortuitous opportunity to make a fresh
start in these states, where Congress suffered heavy
defeats last year under the leadership of these satraps.

The second mistake the party must avoid is following
a nationally determined strategy rather than a state-

centred one, Congress must realise it can no longer reprise
the era of Indira Gandhi, where charismatic leadership
and nationalised campaigns would suffice to sweep aside
structural problems of weak organisation and depleted
social base. The nine seats the party has won in UP and
Bihar 1s mainly down to the support it received from SP
and R.JD, respectively. The party must use this foothold as
a bridge to build organisational strength and construct a
core voter base over the long term.

BJE for instance, from the mid-1990s
onwards, followed a patient strategy of
stable alliances and collegial leadership to
grow In states like Bihar, Maharashtra

and Haryana. It realised that hard Hindutva and
leadership charisma could only take it sofar, From then
on, it utilised alliances with regional parties to grow
among traditionally weak constituencies such as back-
ward castes, while building a core voter base among
upper caste and middle class voters.

Congress would do well to follow a similar strategy in
UP Bihar and Maharashtra, where its alliance partners
bring complementary social bases, while seeking to

cannibalise the space of declining parties with overlapp-
ing bases, such as BRS in Telangana, JDS in Karnataka,
BJD in Odisha, and BSP in northern/central India.

In 2016, political scientists Sridharan and Farooqui
wrote that Congress seemed fated to “disintegration
and eventual demise by further splits and loss of social
base” unless it could revive “as a broad, left-of-centre
coalition of the disadvantaged.. facing a broad, BJP-
led, right of centre coalition”.

These elections demonstrated Congress's
potential to tap into precisely such a reinvigo-
rated centre-left space, sweeping backward
and rural regions: Vidarbha in Maharashtra,
the Jat belt in Haryana, Kalvan division of
Karnataka, eastern Rajasthan and southern
Telangana. As CSDS-Lokniti post-poll data
showed, the biggest gains made by the party

- happened in smaller towns, and among Dalit and

peasant caste voters.

These diffuse constituencies, however, cannot be
mobilised via a uniform national agenda. Congress's
relative success this time was thanks to its fine-tuning
of campaign issues on a state-by-state basis. This
was a more astutely crafted campaign, compared
to the overly centralised narrative built around
Rafale and a uniform income guarantee (NYAY
yojana) in 2019.

For instance, Congressdid not emphasise caste
census in Haryana, instead focused on unemploy-

®+ ment and rural distress. This helped it mobilise both

dominant Jats and marginalised backward castes
and Dalit voters under a single platform. Similarly, in
Maharashtra, Congress only emphasised caste census in
Vidarbha, and not in Marathwada or western Maha-
rashtra. Here, it followed thelead of itsalliesin appealing
to specific reservation demands of Marathas.

In state elections Congress won last year (Karnataka
and Telangana), the party maintained a similar balance
to accommodate dominant caste interests (Vokkaligas

and Reddys, for instance) alongside a pro-poor

‘)} agenda, hitched to a state-specific bouquet of welfare

guarantees.

These elections demonstrated the survival of a large
Congress space (centre-left) in national polity. The
challenge for the party over the next decade would be to
expand such a centre-left spaceand include newer cons-
tituencies: middle income segments (roughly, half of
the population squeezed between rich and poor), Adivasis,
non-dominant backward castes and women voters.

Among these constituencies, Congress's performance
continues to be extremely weak, squandering its potential
to mobilise these segments around socio-economic
concerns. The relatively yvoung Gandhi siblings are
well-placed to facilitate such an expansion of Congress
space, provided they follow a long-term and state-specific
roadmap, and stay away from impulsive and centralised
short-term gambits.

The writer isa political researcher

The Message From Our Train Wrecks

Monday’s was another train collision that could have been prevented by relatively low cost, easy
to implement measures. We needn’t wait for full network coverage by a hi-tech system like Kavach

M Jamshed

As investigation gets underway into
Monday’s Kanchanjunga Express-cargo
train accident near Jalpaiguri, the
question that's asked after every rail
tragedy isback: why dotrainaccidents
happensofrequently inIndia. Answer:
because the railways isn’t doing the basics right. Of
course, Kavach, the indigenous hi-tech rail safety
system, must be installed across the rail network. But
there are interim measures the railways can take,

Flush with funds | Until 2015, Indian Railways (IR) was
hostage tosevere resource crunch, which diminished
its ability to build capacity and renew assets. Adoption
of tech advances was slow, and overuse resulted in
increased equipment failure.

This changed from 2015, with capital expenditure
(capex) increasing significantly. Over the last five
vears, allocation for capex has increased manifold.
[t's currently in the range of ¥2.5L cr annually. There’s
no dearth of financial resources, for augmenting
capacity or safety.

Safe to say... | Rail, unlike road, has fixed infra and
can exclusively ensure creation. maintenance and
functioning of its assets. Safety is not an additionality;
but a feature of operations.

Safety 1s neither outside of the system nor can be
ensured by external input. It must count for as much as
speed and expanse when assessing operational efficiency.
The target for accidents must be zero. It would be heart-
lesstotalkupstatisticsonaccidents and casualties. But
then statistics also show us what’s going wrong.

Collision too many | IR classifies accidents as ‘consequ-
ential’ and ‘indicative’. ‘Collisions’ are consequential
accidents. Those called SPAD (Signal Passing at Danger)
are treated as only ‘indicative’.

Last decade’s safety statistics indicate a significant

reduction in the number of accidents. Further analysis,
however, reveals that in 2022-23, the number of accidents
increased to 48 from 35 in 2021-22, when fewer trains were
operated due to Covid.

Importantly, the number of collisions that mostly
resulted in high fatalities and injuries increased to six
in 2022-23 from two in 2021-22. For 2023-24, figuresaren't
yetavailable, but reports indicate four major collisions
have taken place this year.

Automate safety | Collisions are caused mostly on
account of failure of staff, and sometimes failure of
equipment. A running train collides with another
“head-on” or “rear-on” when the preventive system of
signalling fails or the crew ignores the same.

IR needs to provide additional intervention to the
loco pilot. Such interventions, on sensing an obstruc-
tion or its likelihood, stop the train, whether or not the
pilot takes that action.

Is this possible in India? Yes. All developed rail
systems globally have this aid and have eliminated
train collisions. This brings us to our indigenous anti-
train collision system, what we call Kavach, currently
being implemented on IR.

It isn’t that Kavach type of tech wasn’t considered

earlier. Mumbai suburban system, which carries almost
half the number of IR passengers, has had an automatic
train protection system for a couple of decades, with
loco and trackside equipment. Projects called TCAS
(train collision avoidance system), AWS (auxiliary
warning system), AAS (audio alert system), and ETCS
Level 2were under trial before rail research body RDSO
developed Kavach.

Kavach is estimated to cost 1.2cr per km of track
length. Reports say ¥710cr was allocated for its imple-
mentation in 2023-24; £540cr for 2024-25. In the first
phase, Kavach is supposed to be installed along 10,000
route kmof the network. It has already been sanctioned
for Delhi-Howrah and Delhi-Mumbai (3,000 route
km). Butwedon't know the target date for completion.
IR’s initial plans on Kavach are to cover around 1,500
route km per year.

Can't wait | The collision at Rangapani is another
reminder to IR why it’s so important to redouble its
efforts. IR can't afford major accidents with loss of
lives and obviously can’t wait for the installation of
Kavach on its entire network. Interim measures that
can be provided include:

® Intensivetrainingof frontline staff, both main-
tenance and operations.

@ Fitting all locomotives with improved versions
of low-costdevices like VCDs (vigilance control devices)
and what's called Dead Man's Handle (a safety lever
that applies the brakes if aloco pilot is incapacitated).

® Bringing back SPAD as a subcategory of colli-
sions—each one of these isa potential collision.

@ Filling operational vacancies and rationalising
train operations on all routes.

® We should have a rail safety regulatory authority,
like other developed railway systems.

IR should remember: every life lost in a train
accident overshadows its otherwise outstanding
performance.

Tne writer is former Member Traffic, Railway Board,
Vietos are personal
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Do Not Mistake Thought For Intelligence

J Krishnamurti

re vouclear-asclearasinthe
Aknﬁwledge acobraispoisonous
-that thought can never under

any circumstances reach intelligence?
People are using thought to createa
machine that can think, a super-
computer, and artificial intelligence.
Thev are working to createa brain
that will be like ours, which will be
mechanical, Theyare using their
tremendous knowledge of the brainto
produce an artificial brain which is
based on thought.

Doyouseethisasafact? Toseeitasa
fact is to see that thought under no

circumstances can have the other If
thought is no longer the instrument of
inguiry, then you have nothing else with
which to inquire. You can't inquire.
Then what is intelligence thatis
not based on inquiry?
Iwant to inquire into
truth. Idon't know any-
thingaboutit. Idon't want ea®é
to depend on anvone to find
out. So, | have todiscardall
of the past. I want tofind
out what supreme
intellizgence is. So,can |
discard everything that I know? The
only instrument I have is thought.
I canthink clearly because I have been

i

_ tointerfere.

THE SPEAKING TREE

trained tothink not sentimentally but
objectively. Thinking which can
produce so-called intelligence is then on
the same level asthinking that has
produced war. Therefore, itisnot
intelligence. So, underno
circumstances will thinking
« haveaperceptionof that. I
= mustbeabsolutely clear If 1
am not clear unconsciously,
deeply, then thought is going

Before anythingelse, I
want toclear the board. Is
that possible? I see that what they are
doing won't get them there. They will
create mechanical, artificial

intelligence, which islike human
intelligence. That is capable of
destroving the world. Thinking, and
all the instruments thought has
invented to investigate intothat -
meditation, various tvpes of silence,
various types of self-denial —are out.
The technologies won't accept that,
but true inguiry is that. And they
haven't found it. They are anchored to
thought, and they move through
thought. They won't accept that thought
can under no circumstances come to it.
Then what have [ left to see that
thought, under any circumstances,
cannot produce intelligence?

Courtesy: KFI
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