




We Indians love
scams so much that
the word ‘scam’ is
now part of all Indi-

an languages, though the mean-
ing is not the same as given in
the Oxford dictionary; in India
‘scam’ is understood as not any
run-of-the-mill dishonest sch-
eme, but a big-ticket swindle,
involving top people. Scams typ-
ically manifest themselves
before major elections, to the
extent that if no juicy scam is on
the horizon, politicians make
one up. Even otherwise, the fre-
quency of scams has increased
over the years.

Tellingly, a scam for one po-
litical party can be a pathbreak-
ing initiative for the other. A look
at the Congress party manifesto
reveals that it has promised in-
vestigation into various ‘scams’
like Electoral Bonds, Pegasus,
PM Cares etc. Not surprisingly,
according to the BJP they were
not scams but well-thought out,
forward-looking initiatives.

The Bofors scam of 1987
vintage exemplifies the lifecycle
of a scam. Massive publicity gi-
ven to the scam led to the down-
fall of the Rajiv Gandhi govern-
ment, which had come to power
with an unprecedented majority.
Having won on the Bofors plank,
VP Singh, the next Prime Minis-
ter, promised that the Bofors cul-
prits would be behind bars with-
in fifteen days. 

However, the first charge-
sheet in the Bofors case was filed
in October 1999, only to be quas-
hed by the Delhi High Court in
2004. Today, the main dramatis
personae are dead. No part of
the alleged illegal commission of
Rs.64 crore has been recovered,
and no one has gone to jail for
perpetrating the ‘scam’.

The Bofors scam had a very
interesting sequel. Once the
scandal broke out, Bofors was
blacklisted and no further purc-
hases were made from the com-
pany. At the time of the Kargil
war, we had the Bofors gun but
no ammunition to feed it. In de-
speration, we purchased ammu-
nition at the rate of $10,000 per
round from South Africa. 

The entire cost was never
officially revealed, but given the
fact that the Bofors gun fires thr-
ee rounds per minute, the cost
must have been astronomical. It
is a matter of record that the
Bofors gun proved itself in battle
and turned the tide of the Kargil
war decisively in our favour.

However, after blacklisting
Bofors, we could not get the be-
nefit of the second part of the
contract with Bofors, which wo-
uld have allowed us to manufac-

ture the Bofors gun indigenous-
ly. More damagingly, the infamy
associated with the Bofors deal
made the Government devise a
convoluted defence acquisition
procedure, which ensures that
defence purchases drag on end-
lessly. In the final analysis, the
Bofors gun was the best in its
class; bribes were paid because
politicians never do anything
without ‘Vitamin M’ and arms
dealers always pay money, to
whoever buys their outrageously
priced goods.

The Tehelka sting (2001),
which showed that everyone
from clerks to ministers were
willing to sell the security of the
country for ridiculously small
sums, proved that no steps had
been taken to prevent recur-
rence of a scam of
the Bofors type.
The only distin-
guishing feature
from Bofors was
that some Tehelka
journalists and in-
vestors were jailed,
after they reported
on the scam.

The 2G ‘scam’
(2009), had its gen-
esis in a Comptrol-
ler and Auditor
General (CAG) re-
port that estimated
a ‘presumptive
loss’ of Rs 1.76 lakh
crore to Government on account
of the low price at which the
Government allocated the 2G
spectrum. Along with the Coal-
gate and Commonwealth Games
(CWG) scams, it was fashioned
into one of the major issues for
the 2014 Lok Sabha elections by
the Opposition, which led to the
UPA Government losing the
elections. Looking at the 2G
scam with the benefit of hind-
sight, we find that the decision
to allot airwaves on ‘first come
first served’ basis ensured that
mobile telephony rates in India
are the cheapest in the world.
Today, even the poorest Indian
has a mobile phone enabling his
participation in the digital revo-
lution.

A few days ago, D Subbarao,
who was the Finance Secretary
and RBI Governor during the
UPA time, validated the above
view, stating in a newspaper
interview that the premise on
which the CAG had estimated
the ‘presumptive loss’ of Rs 1.76
lakh crore was flawed. Rather,
there could have been a ‘pre-
sumptive gain’ to the Govern-
ment, in terms of the recurring
revenue on increased spectrum
usage, and almost universal
mobile coverage.

Significantly, Subbarao had
opposed allocating 2G spectrum
at 2001 prices, but had come
around later on. The CAG under
whose watch the CWG, Coalgate
and 2G ‘scams’ had been ‘un-
earthed’ is active even today as
the Chairman of United Nations
Panel of External Auditors; he
was appointed as Chairman,
Committee of Administrators of
BCCI by the Supreme Court in
2017, at a remuneration of         Rs
3.62 crore, for three years. An
analysis of the Coalgate scam
leads to a similar conclusion viz.
not auctioning coal mines was a
sound policy decision. Other-
wise, coal would have been
much more expensive, pushing
up prices of electricity and other
manufactured goods. Thus, in

the ultimate analy-
sis, CWG, 2G and
Coalgate were ins-
tances of common
corruption and not
‘scams’ in the true
sense. What was
indeed common to
all scams was that
after the initial hul-
laballoo, no signifi-
cant person was
punished, cases
have dragged on
till today in  vari-
ous courts, and
most significantly,
no part of the

defalcated cash has been 
recovered.

A question arises as to why
all major scams, which clearly
caused huge loss to the Govern-
ment, could not reach their logi-
cal conclusion? Firstly, once a
scam breaks out, all investigat-
ing agencies run helter-skelter
after the scamsters, which der-
ails the investigation, because
all agencies pursue different
goals and zealously guard, and
never share, any information
they possess. 

Thus, the CBI would try to
prove that the scamsters did not
follow proper procedures, the
Income-tax Department would
try to prove that the scamsters
did not pay Income-tax properly,
while the Enforcement Direc-
torate would play on the money-
laundering angle.

Consequently, when pre-
sented in court, the case
becomes a jigsaw puzzle – too
complicated to be resolved in a
finite time-frame.Secondly,
investigating agencies prosecute
scam cases seectively. Once the
government changes; investigat-
ing agencies change their tune.
Thirdly, and most importantly,
the Government under whose
watch the scam took place puts

all its might in defending the
scamsters. No wonder, most
scamsters go unpunished, and
once the spotlight leaves them,
enjoy proceeds of their crime.

Ideally, a standard operat-
ing procedure should be devised
to deal with scams with a view
to (a) punish the guilty, (b) reco-
ver the money earned illegally,
and (c) prevent the recurrence of
similar scams. Once a crime is
classified as a scam, an inter-
departmental Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) having people
from all enforcement agencies
and the banking sector should
be constituted. The SIT alone
should have jurisdiction to inve-
stigate the scam, with a mand-
ate to complete its investigations
within a definite time-frame,
and file a charge-sheet simultan-
eously. The SIT should also be
obliged to suggest ways to reco-
ver the money lost in the scam.

Of course, all instances of
corruption in high places lower
public confidence irretrievably.
People begin to think that if their
rulers are engaged in massive
corruption they would be justi-
fied in being corrupt in their
small ways. Thus, the moral fab-
ric of the country suffers. More-
over, after being perceived as
corrupt, the moral authority of
all leaders, not necessarily the
ones involved, diminishes, and
fringe elements peddling com-
munalism and casteism assume
leadership roles.

Finally, we may contrast
what happens to investigations
in India with the suo-motu
police investigation into Party-
gate ~ a number of parties that
were held by the British Prime
Minister at the official residence
of the PM, during the Covid lock-
down. No politician, including
the PM, had the courage to ques-
tion the police enquiry.

Obviously, London Police
has set the bar very high. A for-
mer Chief Commissioner of Lon-
don Police, Sir Robert Mark, had
laid down his vision for the
police in the following words:
“…  it is important for you to
understand that the police are
not the servants of the Govern-
ment at any level. 

We do not act at the behest
of a minister or any political
party, not even the party in gov-
ernment. We act on behalf of the
people as a whole and the pow-
ers we exercise cannot be
restricted or widened by anyone,
save Parliament alone.”

Scams, in India can be avoi-
ded only if our investigating
agencies achieve this high level
of independence, integrity and
professionalism.

There were reports recently
quoting an Egyptian official as
claiming "significant progress"
had been made in negotiations

between Israel and Hamas. Hamas
negotiators later confirmed "in-depth
discussions" had been held in Cairo.

Even Ismail Haniyeh, its most sen-
ior political leader, declared on Sun-
day that Hamas was "keen" to reach a
comprehensive cease-fire agreement.

But the negotiations have yet to
show signs of a breakthrough as the
two sides have continued to exchange
fire and Israel threatens to launch an
offensive push into Rafah.

The latest development is only
additional proof that the Gaza conflict
is far from ending, and a permanent
solution will be out of the question
without all stakeholders coming to
terms with the truth of the matter that
so long as Israel and Hamas perceive
each other to be existential threats, no
cease-fire will hold for long. No solu-
tion will prove permanent.

Both have made no secret about
their goal of erasing the other from the
map. For all the negotiations on pris-
oner-for-hostage swaps or on a cease-
fire, no progress has been made in this
regard. But the world is overwhelm-
ingly focusing on the humanitarian
tragedy resulting from Israel's military
onslaught.

The head of the World Food Pro-
gram just appealed for an end to the
fighting, warning of a "full-blown
famine" in northern Gaza. The head of

the World Health Organization has
also warned that "a full-scale military
operation in Rafah …   could lead to a
bloodbath". And Rafah happens to be a
major logistics hub for humanitarian
aid. Even US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken has said that without a credi-
ble plan to protect civilians, the United
States could not support "a major mil-
itary operation going into Rafah
because the damage it would do is
beyond what's acceptable".

Hamas' latest pro-cease-fire
stance following its recent talks with
Fatah in Beijing has led many to
assume the ball is now in Israel's court.

Hamas' conditions for a cease-fire
are that Israel end its "aggression",
guarantee the withdrawal of its forces
from Gaza, and a hostage-swap deal.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his war Cabinet, how-
ever, are determined to press ahead
with the planned elimination of
Hamas, whatever it takes. To them,
Hamas' present interest in a cease-fire
is only buying time for it to regroup,
and that is the last thing Israel wants.

Netanyahu has refused to bow to
the international pressure to halt the
war, dismissing the key Hamas
demand of the withdrawal of Israeli
forces from Gaza as being equal to sur-
render. While claiming that Israel has
shown it is willing to make conces-
sions, the Israeli leader stressed that
its military operations will continue
until it has achieved its goal of eradi-
cating Hamas.

So despite the earlier signs of
progress toward a cease-fire, it seems
any hopes that one would be forth-
coming were just wishful thinking.

According to Arab media, the talks
between Hamas and Fatah in late
April, hosted by Beijing, successfully
bridged their differences and they are
expected to hold another round of
talks in Beijing in mid-June, with the
aim of forming an interim, non-fac-
tional, national Palestinian govern-
ment.

As Beijing has stressed, it is the
perpetual denial of the legitimate
national rights of the Palestinian
people that is the root cause of the
conflict. The establishment of an inde-
pendent State of Palestine that peace-
fully coexists with Israel is the only way
to end the long cycle of violence
between the Israelis and Palestinians.
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Jharkhand equations

As the political landscape unfolds in Jharkhand,
with the first of four rounds of voting in the state
scheduled on Monday, a fascinating spectacle

of shifting allegiances, strategic manoeuvres, and the
enduring influence of tribal politics is in store. With
five Lok Sabha seats in the state up for grabs in the
fourth phase of the general election on May 13, Jhark-
hand finds itself at the centre of a dynamic electoral
narrative, poised between continuity and change. The
BJP’s impressive performance in the 2019 elections,
sweeping 12 out of 14 seats in Jharkhand, underscored
its dominance. However, a closer examination reveals
cracks in the seemingly invincible façade. Despite
securing victories, the margins of triumph in certain
constituencies were notably slim, signalling a potential
vulnerability to shifting voter sentiments. One signifi-
cant factor) contributing to this vulnerability is the
intricate web of tribal dynamics woven into the state’s
political fabric. Jharkhand, with its diverse tribal com-
munities, presents a unique challenge for political par-
ties vying for supremacy. 

The multipolar nature of its politics necessitates
deft manoeuvring and strategic alliances, as evidenced
by past electoral outcomes. The incarceration of
Hemant Soren, a prominent tribal leader and former
chief minister, on graft charges has sparked outrage
among tribal rights organisations and communities.
The perceived assault on tribal representation has gal-
vanised support against the BJP, and is likely to have an
impact on voting. Moreover, the BJP’s decision to
experiment with non-tribal leadership in a predomi-
nantly tribal state like Jharkhand has met with mixed
results. The appointment of a non-tribal chief minister
after the 2014 assembly elections yielded disappointing
outcomes, highlighting the importance of tribal repre-
sentation in the state’s governance structure.

In contrast, the recent appointment of a tribal chief
minister in Chhattisgarh following the 2023 assembly
elections signifies a strategic shift in the BJP’s
approach. By aligning with tribal sentiments and lever-
aging local leadership, the party aims to consolidate its
support base and navigate the complex terrain of trib-
al politics more effectively. However, electoral success
in Jharkhand hinges not only on strategic manoeu-
vring but also on the ability to forge alliances and field
candidates capable of resonating with the electorate.
With alliances playing a pivotal role in the state’s mul-
tipolar politics, the BJP must tread cautiously and cul-
tivate partnerships that complement its electoral strat-
egy. 

As Jharkhand braces itself for the upcoming gen-
eral election, the political landscape remains fluid and
unpredictable. While the BJP’s past successes under-
score its formidable presence in the state, the emer-
gence of new alliances, the mobilisation of tribal com-
munities, and the shifting sands of public opinion por-
tend a closely contested electoral battle. In the cru-
cible of Jharkhand’s politics, where tribal identity inter-
sects with electoral aspirations, the outcome of the
election will not only shape the state’s political trajec-
tory but also resonate far beyond its borders. As voters
prepare to cast their ballots, the stage is set for a com-
pelling saga of democracy in action.

Macron's Vision 

In the labyrinth of Europe’s geopolitical landscape,
French President Emmanuel Macron’s oratory at
the Sorbonne emerges as a beacon of hope amid

the fog of uncertainty. His speech, a symphony of
urgency and foresight, strikes at the heart of Europe’s
existential challenges: the relentless grip of geopolitical
insecurity, economic fragility, and the looming spectre
of climate change. President Macron’s call to arms res-
onates with the gravity of a statesman acutely aware of
the stakes. With the precision of a surgeon, he dissects
Europe’s vulnerabilities, exposing the frailty of its
dependence on external forces for energy, economic
prosperity, and security. No longer can Europe afford
the luxury of complacency, tethered to the whims of
distant powers. The days of passivity are over; the time
for action is now. 

Yet, amid Mr Macron’s impassioned plea for a new
dawn, shadows of scepticism loom. The spectre of the
reverse Midas curse haunts his every move, tarnish-
ing his noble intentions with the stain of controversy.
While his proposals for a European missile defence
initiative and a revitalised industrial policy offer glim-
mers of hope, doubts linger over his ability to navigate
the treacherous waters of European politics. Indeed,
Mr Macron’s Achilles heel lies in his penchant for
grandiosity, his belief in his own messianic role as the
saviour of Europe. His Jupiterian tendency to cast him-
self as the central protagonist in Europe’s drama risks
alienating potential allies and exacerbating divisions
within the European Union. The road to European
unity is fraught with obstacles, and Mr Macron must
tread carefully lest he stumble into the abyss of irrele-
vance. And yet, for all his flaws, Mr Macron remains a
singular figure on the European stage. His ability to
articulate the anxieties of Eastern European states,
once divided between fear of Russian aggression and
reliance on American protection, marks him as a rare
bridge-builder in an era of division. His vision of a
Europe united in purpose, fortified by common
defence and shared prosperity, offers a tantalising
glimpse of      what could be.

As the spectre of a resurgent Donald Trump looms
large on the horizon, Mr Macron’s nuclear deterrent
emerges as a bulwark against the uncertainty of Amer-
ican commitment to European security. In a world
where alliances shift like sand, Mr Macron’s steadfast-
ness offers stability in a sea of chaos. Ultimately, the
fate of Mr Macron’s vision rests not in the hands of a
single man, but in the collective will of a continent.
Europe stands at a crossroads, poised between the
darkness of division and the promise of unity. Mr Mac-
ron’s moment may be fleeting, but the echoes of his
words will reverberate long after he has left the stage. It
is up to Europe to seize the opportunity, to embrace
the future with courage and conviction, and to forge a
path towards a brighter tomorrow.
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Ideally, a standard operating procedure should be devised to deal with scams with a

view to (a) punish the guilty, (b) recover the money earned illegally, and (c) prevent

the recurrence of similar scams. Once a crime is classified as a scam, an inter-departmental

Special Investigation Team having people from all enforcement agencies and the banking

sector should be constituted. The SIT alone should have jurisdiction to investigate

the scam, with a mandate to complete its investigations within a definite time-frame,

and file a charge-sheet simultaneously
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SIR, Sam Pitroda resigned from
the post of Chairman of the Indi-
an Overseas Congress after his
controversial racist remarks in a
podcast interview with T h e
Statesman last week was termed
by the Congress party as unfortu-
nate and unacceptable and also
invited strong condemnation
from the ruling BJP.  Last month
Mr Pitroda had advocated for
introduction of inheritance tax
referring to American laws which
he claimed empowered the
American government. Then also
Congress, as a very natural reac-
tion, disowned Mr Pitroda’s pro-
posal as his personal opinion.
Both issues, raised by Mr Pitroda,
could emerge as weapons against
the already sick grand old party
amid the frenzy of the current
parliamentary elections. The

irony is that it was the BJP’s late
leader Arun Jaitley who had
talked in favour of introduction
of wealth/ inheritance tax in 2017.
The issue of introduction of
inheritance tax needs a crucial
discussion for a country like India
where the top 10 per cent of the
population owns 65 per cent of
the country’s total wealth and the
bottom 10 per cent owns only 6
per cent. 

A threshold limit might be
set, crossing which could bring
the inheritor(s) or heir(s) of the
deceased under the ambit of in-
heritance tax. Such a reform cou-
ld reduce the inequality in the
wealth of the citizens. Many emi-
nent economists are often found
to speak in favour of inheritance
tax. Of course, the move will be
vehemently opposed by the rich.

Yours, etc.,
Sukhendu Bhattacharjee, 

Hooghly, 9 May.

JUVENILE MINDSET
SIR, Apropos ‘Pitroda steps down
as Congress Overseas chief’ (May
9), the development may have
come too late in the day for the
grand old party. 
After making light of the 1984 Sikh
massacres and  suggesting that
India should levy inheritance tax
like some states in the US, Sam
Pitroda has lauded this country for

surviving for over 75 years ‘though
the people of East India look like
Chinese, those of the South look
like Africans and those of the
North and West look like whites
and Arabs respectively’. India’s
unity in diversity is a proven fact
and can do without such offensive
comparisons. Whatever may be
the intent, the analogy used comes
across as condescending, as tho-
ugh it is a wonder how India has
survived despite such stark, rep-

ugnant contradictions.“What’s in
a name, the rose flower would
smell just as sweet even if called
by a different name,” said Shake-
speare. Likewise, what we achieve
in life has little to do with our
appearance, except perhaps in
glamourous fields. 
We have no control over our fea-
tures or complexion, the ad-
vancements in plastic surgery and
the tall claims made by the cos-
metic giants notwithstanding.
Commenting on these reveals a
narrow, even juvenile mindset,
which ill behoves one who is the
acknowledged mentor of some
Congress leaders. 
If a party spokesperson, far from
being diplomatic, repeatedly sets
the cat among pigeons with his
pearls of wisdom, it is better late
than never to gag the gentleman! 

Yours etc., V. Jayaraman,
Chennai, 9 May.

Pitroda's  exit
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DEVENDRA
SAKSENA

The writer is a retired
Principal Chief Commissioner

of Income-Tax

Intransigence
blocks progress
on cease-fire

ILL-ADVISED

SIR, Rahul Gandhi contesting from Rae Bareli after voting in
Wayanad had ended reflects poorly on the team advising him. It’s
in public domain that Rahul Gandhi, personally, was not interested
to contest either from Amethi or Rae Bareli.  Declaring the decision
of Rahul to contest from a second constituency should not have
been done after voting in Wayanad was over. The mature decision
could have been to make Priyanka  contest from Rae Bareli.

Yours, etc., Satya Pal Ashta, New Delhi,  7 May.



THOSE who are accustomed to
study Indian crop reports and estimates
may have noticed that of recent years
what was known as the "anna notation"
has disappeared, so that we no longer
read of "sixteen anna" or "twelve anna"
crops. It appears that this characteristi-
cally Anglo-Indian system of estimating
quantities often led to mistakes. In some
districts sixteen annas was considered
to mean a bumper crop. In others it
meant only a normal crop. So far back as
1897 the Imperial Government tried to
get the anna notation discarded, but
local administrations objected that the
village officers entrusted with the duty
of collecting data for crop reports did
not understand the percentage system.
It was finally decided that village officers
could send in their returns in any form
they liked, but in all published forecasts
the percentage notation should be
employed. The racing world should fol-
low suit. A sixteen anna gallop in Poona
is styled a twelve anna gallop in Calcutta.

CENTURY OF MEMORIES

PRINCESS
VICTORIA'S
SLIDING ESCAPADE

PRINCESS (afterwards Queen) Vic-
toria sliding down the staircase on a tea-
tray - her last escapade before coronation.

This is one of the reminiscences of
Miss Elizabeth Underwood Lisle, of
Georgestreet, London, W., who has just
celebrated her 103rd birthday. She is able
to recall many incidents of early Victorian
times, and even before.

Presented at Court eighty years ago,
she retired from society life in the seven-
ties. Among other outstanding Victorian
figures she knew Dickens, Tennyson, Dis-
raeli and Newman, Miss Lisle had a good
voice and was often asked by Tennyson
and Browning to read their finished works
to them, "Even now" she told an inter
viewer "I can recite the whole of Hamlet,
although I sometimes have to think a little
more than I did."

Miss Lisle has not a great deal of sym-
pathy with the young folks of to-day.

She reads all about them in the
papers, and wishes the girls would wear
more clothes. She does not consider her-
self competent to judge the men.

Miss Lisle spent many hours in the
company of Lord Tennyson when he was
Poet Laureate. The poet, who, she says,
drank a bottle of the finest port every day,
was invited to dinner, and the host had
port wine fetched from his cellar.

Tennyson took a sip, and then
protested against being served with such
vile stuff. In a few moments he had the
table in a state of concern, and the host,
unable to satisfy the taste of his distin-
guished visitor from his own cellar, was
compelled to send for a bottle of Ten-
nyson's favourite port.

MURREE SEASON

OPENS LATE WITH
COLD WEATHER
( FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)

THE season in Murree has opened
rather later than usual this year, owing to
the inclemency of the weather. Those
people who were persuaded to leave the
plains last month must be regretting that
they did so, as the last week has been
unusually cold and unsettled with con-
tinual rains.

The rink, which has for some years
past been under the capable manage-
ment of Mr. Lintott, has changed hands.
Old Murree residents will be sorry to learn
of this change, as Mr. Lintott organized
many successful carnivals and dances to
which pleasure-seekers went, confident
that they would have a jolly time.

As far as amusements go, there has
been nothing much to record except a
private dance given by the students of the
Chelmsford Training College, Ghora Gali.
This dance struck a gay note in Easter
Week; it was well organized, the prizes
were good and everything was done to
render the evening pleasant for the guests
who had been invited. The Chelmsford
Training College was up to this year at
Sanawar but from the month of March it
has opened up here instead.

The Metropole Hotel which most
Murree people are familiar with under the
name of Rowbury's Hotel has opened
under the new management of A. A.
Demengghetti.

CHROME ORE
MINING

CONSEQUENT upon the cancella-
tion of the restrictions placed upon the
mining of chrome ore, applications for
prospecting licences for that mineral
have been received.

The Government agree with the
Director of Geology that applications
from persons holding valid certificates of
approval at the time of their application,
should be given precedence, and accord-
ingly direct that applications for
prospecting licences should not be enter-
tained until certificates of approval are
obtained by the applicant.

07NEW DELHI, FRIDAY 10 MAY 2024
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NEWS ITEMS

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS

1 Reduce consumption? That�s
futile (7)

5 Man turned right in Bath,

finding trouble (7)

9 French footballer in Post

Office misplaced bag 

(5)

10 Lunatic Pope stood against

(7,2)

11 Giving report about company

in recession on the move?

(10)

12 Hike starts in The Rip and

ends in the outback 

(4)

14 Draft right-winger seen prior

to joining airborne regiment?

(11)

18 Mean drunk getting

punched (5-6)

21 Before leaving reclusive sort

makes widow�s contribution

(4)

22 One suggesting secure area

round port 

(10)

25 Belligerent destroying

mortars and guns here and

there 

(6-3)

26 Four getting stuck into the

drink � bubbly? 

(5)

27 Sappers permitted to enter

gym that�s full 

(7)

28 Get expert to contain

buzzing hive (7)

DOWN

1 Member brought to anger by

posh Lord�s official? 

(6)

2 Becomes hard to follow case

of Etonian political theorist

(6)

3 Free issue includes image

from the bottom 

(10)

4 Prisoner�s baccy in tin with

refill needed 

(5)

5 Client wants some foreign

jewellery item 

(9)

6 Elite soldiers bashing in

middle window-frame 

(4)

7 Make rare gaffe initially being

an outsider (8)

8 Girl under water in populous

borough (8)

13 Norse god to frustrate stupid

talk (10)

15 How heat might knock one

out? (9)

16 Storm in Timor Sea that

generates spray 

(8)

17 Article by twerp to support

subversive literature 

(8)

19 One�s seen in valley in this

case (6)

20 Bond one plugging away? On

the contrary (6)

23 Monkey caught in an

American city (5)

24 Stake � not post (4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15

16 17

18

19 20

21 22 23

24

25 26

27 28

CROSSWORD

C A G S S D B
S A N S K R I T P R E F A B

M H E E I T R
R E M O R A W A T E R S K I

L R T A I E
F L O E D E R O G A T O R Y

I A D U U
V A C C I N E B L U S T E R

R E B F L
E P S O M S A L T S L A D Y

L S E T U R
C A P S I C U M R U S T I C

I B O I E T T
J C L O T H S H A M R O C K

E W O H M E H

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292775

P. MADHAVA RAO

P
olitical parties have a history
of promising a slew of bene-
fits to voters during elections
and then forgetting about

them afterwards. The competing par-
ties devote a significant amount of
time, money, intelligence, and ener-
gy to developing and disseminating
manifestos with persuasive language
and appealing individual-centric
programmes.

The manifestos designed and dis-
tributed for the Eighteenth Lok Sabha
elections by all major contesting polit-
ical parties have also made appealing
offers to the electorate, touching on
political, economic, social, cultural,
and religious sentiments and aspects
of their lives. All political parties, how-
ever, conveniently forgot to include
many issues that voters have long
wished to have resolved, either
through bureaucratic or political
intervention.

Public needs such as the exclu-
sion of the employed class and pen-
sioners from income tax purview,
social protection pensions to the
working class without a wage ceiling,
cardless and cashless medical treat-
ment to every citizen,  phased
nationalisation of healthcare servic-
es, and basic package of health serv-
ices at every village, free education
to anyone at any place, application
of the compulsory provident fund
act to the informal sector workers
and abolition of toll-tax when life
time road tax has already been paid
by the motor vehicle owners (for
they believe that failing to pay tolls
restricts a citizen's right to free

movement as guaranteed by the
Indian constitution).

Other expectations from the
manifestos include a uniform and
rationalised GST rate on all goods
and services, including previously
excluded goods and services such as
petrol, diesel, and spirits; integrat-
ing MGNREGA with agricultural
activities to generate year-round
guaranteed employment in rural
areas;  c i t izen-fr iendly  law and
order, and rural road development
with Central support are among the
demands made by everyone in the
country.

Increasing the number of mem-
bers of parliament from the current
543 to at least 2200, taking into
account the growth of voters from 17
crore in the first general elections in

1951-52 to nearly 97 crore in the 18th
general elections in 2024 is another
issue. None of the manifestos men-
tioned these public requirements and
instead began mudslinging at the
other party.

There is a long-standing argu-
ment that salary does not meet the
actual definition of income. It is a
wage paid by the employer for servic-
es provided. The earner has no con-
trol over the amount of wage; it is the
price paid for the service. On the
other hand, income is defined as the
rent on an investment, whereas pen-
sion is defined as the provision of
care for individuals until their death.
Nonetheless, the income tax collect-
ed, according to the income tax
department data, from salaried indi-
viduals and pensioners is not more

than four per cent of total budgetary
revenues of Rs 42 lakh crore during
the fiscal year 2022-2023, wherein the
income tax collected from the indi-
viduals stands at Rs 8.33 lakh crore,
amounting to roughly 19 per cent of
total revenues. The tax from pen-
sioners and salaried individuals does
not exceed a meagre four percent of
total revenue. People do not under-
stand why the government is chas-
ing these peanuts while providing
sleepless nights to salaried workers
and pensioners. This issue has not
been addressed by any political
party.

The second most sought-after
assurance in the manifestos was the
elimination of the wage ceiling for
provident fund and pension contri-
butions. The current salary limit for

contribution is Rs. 15,000 per month
and plunges a person into poverty
after retirement, as evidenced by
data showing that as of 30 June 2019,
there are approximately 6.5 million
pensioners receiving an average
monthly pension of Rs 1,170 from the
Employees PF Organisation. This is
due to the wage cap for contribu-
tions.  Employees demand the
removal of the wage ceiling. 

Universal healthcare is another
major expectation in the manifestos
of political parties seeking to win and
serve the public. Despite learning a
bitter lesson from Covid-19, our gov-
ernments, whether at the state or
national level, have failed to recognise
the importance of ensuring trouble-
free access to public health. Hospitals
are more commercialised in post-
Covid India than they were previous-
ly, and the issue of deaths due to a
lack of access to health care should
not be overemphasised. Public expec-
tations, such as converting the nation
to a full federation through constitu-
tional amendments, increasing the
number of MP seats, and so on, may
have political consequences for both
the winning and losing parties. How-
ever, excluding pensioners and the
salaried class from the income tax
net, removing the wage ceiling on PF
contributions, eliminating the toll
tax, integrating MGNREGA with agri-
cultural activities,  and reviving
India's Planning Commission may
not have political implications and
can be included in manifestos at least
now - better late than never.

(The writer is a former International Senior
Advisor, United Nations Development
Programme.)

SHUHEI KUROMI

W
hen you run for office,
you are encouraged by
many people. But when
you quit, you have to

make your decision alone.
On March 25, House of Repre-

sentatives member Toshihiro Nikai
spoke these words to Japan’s Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida when Kishi-
da visited his office at the headquar-
ters of the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party in Tokyo. Kishida is the presi-
dent of the LDP, and Nikai is a for-
mer LDP secretary general. Before
their meeting, Nikai had announced
his decision not to run in the next
lower house election.

Nikai’s career as a politician
spans nearly half a century, including
his time as a member of the Wakaya-
ma Prefectural Assembly. The 85-
year-old veteran’s words left Kishida
tense and nervous. The prime minis-
ter bowed his head and said, “I am
truly indebted to you.”

At the time, the focus was on cer-
tain LDP factions’ alleged violations
of the Political Funds Control Law and
how the lawmakers involved would be
punished. The amount of money that
Nikai failed to report in his political
funds reports was ¥35.26 million, the
highest among incumbent LDP law-
makers.

Both Nikai’s secretary and the
former treasurer of the Nikai faction,
which Nikai chaired, have been
charged by the Tokyo District Public
Prosecutors Office. Therefore, the
general view within the LDP was that
Nikai would not be able to escape dis-
ciplinary action.

But on April 4, Nikai’s name was
not on the list of 39 persons to be pun-
ished. In fact, it had already been
decided before March 25 that Nikai
would not be punished.

“If Nikai announces his de facto
retirement, he will not be punished.”

This secret deal between Kishida
and Nikai had been worked out
behind the scenes through LDP Gen-
eral Council Chairman Hiroshi
Moriyama, who is close to Nikai.

Although Nikai is old and has
health concerns, he has not yet
decided on a successor, expecting
that his son may inherit his turf. He
wanted to avoid being punished to
maintain his own prestige and influ-
ence until the dissolution of the
House of Representatives.

As of late March, some of the 82
lawmakers whose political funds
reports contained irregularities, such
as Abe faction member Ryu Shionoya,
a former education minister, seemed
to receive punishments even more
severe than the party withholding its
election support from them, as they
had been in positions of authority but
failed to put an end to the practice of

kickbacks of money from the sale of
tickets to fundraising events. On
March 26, as dissatisfaction and
doubts about the punishment swirled
within the party, Kishida held hear-
ings with Shionoya and three other
former senior officials in preparation
for the punishment.

By announcing his decision not
to run just before the hearings, Nikai
demonstrated that the political
responsibility for the incident was
heavy. This created an atmosphere
that made it easier for Kishida to take
disciplinary action. Kishida’s associ-
ates recognized that if even Nikai
could not continue as a member of
the Diet, it was only natural that the
former Abe faction leaders should be
punished.

The relationship between Kishi-
da and Nikai is complicated. During
the administration of past Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe, Nikai served as LDP
secretary general for more than five

years, the longest anyone has held the
post. He wielded significant power in
the party, and Kishida often suffered
setbacks at Nikai’s hands.

In 2020, Kishida, who was then
chairman of the LDP Policy Research
Council, worked hard to put together
a cash handout of ¥300,000 to finan-
cially assist struggling households,
aimed at cushioning the economic
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, the proposal was changed
to give ¥100,000 per person to virtual-
ly everyone, without setting an
income limit, at the behest of Nikai
and the LDP’s junior coalition part-
ner Komeito.

In the party’s presidential elec-
tion that year, Nikai quickly
announced his support for Yoshihide
Suga, thereby setting the trend of the
vote. Kishida was helplessly defeated.

But Kishida fought back in the
2021 presidential election. At the press
conference announcing his candida-

cy, he declared that he would limit the
number of terms served by LDP execu-
tives — clearly with Nikai in mind —
stressing that it would prevent inertia
and the concentration of power. Nikai
had no choice but to step down.

Did Nikai surrender to Kishida at
the end of his political career by
speaking of his own retirement?

Some LDP members  think 
otherwise.

“Because the former treasurer of
our faction and my secretary are fac-
ing criminal charges, it is a matter of
course that the political responsibility
for that lies entirely with myself as
their supervisor.” At the press confer-
ence at which he announced his deci-
sion not to run, Nikai read these
words from a paper he had prepared,
with a blank expression on his face.

The case drew attention to Kishi-
da’s own political responsibility, as
the former treasurer of the Kishida
faction had been indicted. In a nation-
wide poll conducted by The Yomiuri
Shimbun in April, 64 per cent of
respondents did not think it was
appropriate that Kishida was exempt-
ed from punishment. This is believed
to have been one of the factors behind
the slump in his approval rating.

When I asked a former cabinet
member of the LDP what he thought
of Nikai’s announcement, he offered
an interesting analysis. He pointed
out that Nikai’s moves and words
contained a harsh sarcastic subtext
directed at Kishida: “I have decided to
retire. Are you sure you don’t have to
take any responsibility?”

The LDP lost all three lower
house by-elections in April, making
Kishida’s administration even more
difficult to manage. I am curious as
to how Kishida is taking Nikai’s
message.

The Japan News/Yomiuri Shimbun/ANN.

Issues that ought to
figure in manifestos

With Kishida in the cross-hairs



People often say that in
this digital world, noth-
ing remains secret. Even

personal details can be
accessed through the Internet.
The quantum of informa-
tion on the Internet is so vast
that, despite the security mea-
sures, it is not cent per cent
foolproof. In such a scenario,
one must critically examine
copyright’s relevance in the
digital world. Copyright rules
and laws traditionally protect
every creation or innovation,
so the original creator retains
credit for their work and is
aptly rewarded through mon-
etary benefits. 
When an author creates a
book, they automatically own
the copyright. This gives them
the exclusive right to repro-
duce, distribute, perform, and
display the book and create
derivative works based on it.
In most countries, copyright
protection for a book typical-
ly lasts for the author’s lifetime
plus 50-70 years. During this
time, others generally cannot
reproduce or distribute the
book without the author’s
permission unless their use
falls under a specific excep-
tion, such as fair use or fair
dealing.
Within the realm of music,

this signifies that the individ-
ual responsible for creating a
song, the writer of the lyrics,
the composer, or the per-
former, possesses the sole
entitlement to utilise, dis-
seminate, and capitalise on
that song. In India, organisa-
tions such as the Indian
Performing Right Society
(IPRS) and Phonographic
Performance Limited (PPL)
administer the rights of copy-
right owners and collect roy-
alties on their behalf for the
public performance and
broadcast of songs. Copyright
also extends to research
works, protecting and mon-
etising one’s creations through
patents. 
Unfortunately, journal pub-
lishers own the copyright for
research publications. The
publishers amass massive
amounts through subscrip-
tions and advertisements
without providing any mon-
etary benefit to the authors.
Most of the reputed journals

do peer reviews free of cost,
take processing charges from
authors, and get subscription
fees and advertisements as
revenue. What does the poor
researcher get? A mental sat-
isfaction of getting published
in a high-impact journal? In
a way, it’s not fair. A few mag-
azines, of course, practice
giving honorariums to the
authors. 
Despite having stringent
copyright rules and regula-
tions, its efficacy is question-
able in the rapidly evolving
digital age landscape. The
widespread availability of dig-
ital content and the simplic-
ity of sharing information
on the Internet have pre-
sented unprecedented diffi-
culties and intricacies for
existing copyright rules.
Today, one can easily copy
content from online resources
without crediting the original
creator. Content available on
social media sites, including
photographs, is widely repro-
duced. Identifying the origi-
nal content creator, be it lit-
erary or artistic works, is
often difficult. Even stringent
protective measures like user
authentication mechanisms
such as passwords, multi-
factor authentication (MFA),

and role-based access controls
(RBAC) to restrict access to
authorised individuals or
groups and watermarking
techniques often fail to pre-
vent the infringement of
copyrights. 
The advent of AI in digital
platforms has complicated
the situation. As AI systems
become more sophisticated,
their ability to create, replicate,
and modify content raises
intricate legal questions
regarding ownership and
authorship. Though AI can
do any role, it lacks the
human touch in its creation
that connects human minds. 
While individuals are
accountable for creating and
instructing these algorithms,
the AI system autonomously
produces the outcome, eras-
ing the distinction between
human and machine author-
ship. The current necessity lies
in incorporating ethical, cul-
tural, and economic consid-
erations while crafting a new
policy that effectively bal-
ances the rights of creators
and AI developers. 

(The writer  is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru; 
views are personal)
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a mere whisper against the cacophony of
electoral fervor. Expenditure limits crum-
ble under the weight of unchecked spend-
ing, leaving us disillusioned with the
integrity of the process.
The impact of elections extends beyond just
voting, as they can turn schools into bat-
tlegrounds, with political theatre taking
centre stage and the future suffering while
the eloquence of our founding luminaries
seems lost amidst the mudslinging and vit-
riol of contemporary discourse.  Yet,
amidst the chaos, there is a glimmer of
hope embodied by figures like APJ Abdul
Kalam, whose legacy reminds us of the
transformative power of leadership root-
ed in humility and service.

Arya Kapoor | Kolkata
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Madam — Apropos the news article,
“Benevolent hearts: Dynamics of begging
and household donations”, published on
May 8, this is my response. Begging has
been ingrained in the roots of Indian soci-
ety for ages. This sickening culture has
become a fashion, a compulsion, a profes-

sion and even a kind of recreation in our
country. Beggars in India easily outnum-
ber their ilk in other big countries. To the
Westerners, India is a land of mendicants.
Beggars are found everywhere—on roads,
crossings, footpaths, etc. But their favourite
hangouts are bathing ghats, temples, reli-
gious fairs, railway stations, trains and bus
stands. It is a real nuisance to be confront-
ed by street beggars in all places. Like the
Almighty, they seem to be omnipresent.
You are waiting for a bus or walking down
a road with your friend, and beggars sud-
denly appear from nowhere and start an
endless volley of supplications until you
give them a few coins out of sheer disgust
and helplessness. The monstrous practice
of begging cannot be eradicated from our
society because millions are living ‘below
the poverty line’, yearning for a morsel of
food. Unfortunately very little has been
done by our past and present governments
to obliterate the social illness of begging.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Madam — Apropos the news article,
“Evolution of Monetary Policymaking in
India,” published on May 8, this is my
response. The journey of India’s monetary
policy from its inception to the present day
is a saga of adaptation and evolution. From
the establishment of the Reserve Bank of
India to the modern era of inflation tar-
geting, each phase has been marked by its
unique challenges and responses. The
nationalisation of banks in 1969 marked
a pivotal moment, transitioning monetary
policy towards a more centralised, planned
approach. However, external shocks like the
oil crises of the 1970s tested the resilience
of this system, necessitating revisions and
reforms.
The introduction of the Multiple Indicator
Approach in 1998 reflected a shift towards
a more holistic understanding of econom-
ic dynamics. Yet, the global financial cri-
sis of 2008 exposed vulnerabilities, prompt-
ing a recalibration towards inflation target-
ing. While inflation targeting has its mer-
its, recent disruptions such as demoneti-
zation and the pandemic have highlight-
ed its limitations in addressing supply-side
pressures. As the landscape of inflation
evolves, a nuanced and comprehensive pol-
icy framework is imperative, one that com-
bines the principles of inflation targeting
with proactive measures to mitigate sup-
ply-side disruptions. In essence, the histo-
ry of India’s monetary policy underscores
the need for continual adaptation in the
face of evolving economic realities.

Vihaan Reddy | Bengaluru
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Madam — Apropos the news article,
“Elected leaders need to rethink,” published
on May 8, this is my response. Election
times unveil a complex tapestry of our
democracy, woven with threads of hope,
disappointment, and societal reflection. As
citizens, we witness the ritual dance of
power, where promises collide with reali-
ty, and ideals meet the harsh edges of prag-
matism. The model code of conduct, osten-
sibly a guardian of fair play, often feels like
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active by having a darshan of
the avatar of the divine. In
Sikhism, they do not have an
icon nor the scope of spiritu-
ality in the same way as in a
Hindu temple. Prophet Moses,
the founding prophet of
Judaism, the first of the three
Semitic religions-also called
Religions of the Book-known
in Islam as Hazrat Moosa, had
expressly forbidden any idol
worship by the second of his
Ten Commandments; “Thee
shall not make any gravel
image of thy lord the god”.
Your faith has rigidly adhered
to this particular
Commandment.
However, it does pain me no
end to state that you have car-
ried this adherence way too far.
In your country, over 75 tem-
ples have been desecrated or
pulled down after indepen-
dence in 1947, a sordid trend
that is continuing. From my
Urdu teacher who was a schol-
ar, I have learnt that it is your
bounden duty as a momin
(believer) to desecrate buts
(idols) installed by kafirs (infi-
dels). But for the sake of
friendly relations between us
two neighbours, your people
should desist from such dese-
crations. I am saying this after

accepting the fact that Islam
detests parasti (idol worship)
and insists on majahab parasti
(adherence to the faith) alone.
But we live in a world where
adherents of other religions too
have equal rights to profess
and practice their faith, with-
out hurting others. I appeal to
you to care for our sentiments
and not target the temples and
idols that still survive.
Political leaders of your gener-
ation might still find comfort
in the notion that Indians are
a peaceful, and also dormant,
lot and therefore won’t react
much. That might indeed have
been the case till a couple of
decades ago but is no longer so.
India and Indians are chang-
ing. Real change in our civiliza-
tional journey was heralded in
December 1992, of which I
was fortunate to be a humble
part. 
In India, we have begun a
movement to restore the tem-
ples that were casualties of the
medieval age. I shall shortly be
writing to Madam Sheikh
Hasina, Prime Minister of
our eastern neighbouring
country. Dozens of temples
continue to be desecrated in
her country every year. You
would agree that good neigh-

bours do not hurt each other.
Kindly, remember that there
are thousands upon thou-
sands of mosques built upon
the ruins of ancient temples.
So far, we have preferred to
approach the courts of law and
minimize unilateral action. I
appeal to you to also eschew
violence.
In Kashmir too, over 130
temples were attacked and
desecrated even as India con-
tinued to hold control over the
state’s territory. I am aware
that Pakistan took great
umbrage when we abrogated
Article 370, but is it any
wonder that we had to do so?
We tolerated terrorist vio-
lence for many years, but
when we could tolerate it no
longer, we went to Parliament
to do away with Article 370.
But you would certainly
appreciate that we did not
resort to violence even on
this issue. Our Muslim com-
patriots are cooperating to a
moderate degree, even in the
state of Kashmir. This is a
trend which we hope contin-
ues. 

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha; views are personal)
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Dear Vazir-e-Azam
Shehbaz Sharif
Sahab, I have taken
the privilege of writ-
ing to the Prime

Minister of our neighbouring
country, which, till 76 years ago,
was part of us, but separated in
acrimonious circumstances. I’m
sure that you’re aware, as a lot of
in India are, that this separation
and the aftermath it gave rise to
continues to not only cast its
shadow over the subcontinent but
also torment relations between
various communities. This open
letter to you is a humble attempt,
not to hark back to the events of
those decades and apportion
blame, but to address the con-
tentiousness of modern-day
issues that continue to trail in
their wake.
Whenever the issue of Ayodhya,
the Gyan Vapi temple (Varanasi)
or the Krishna Janmabhoomi
(Mathura) comes up, my mind
travels to Lahore and the
Gurudwara Shaheed Gunj at the
Naulakha Bazar locality of your
splendid city. The ownership of
the place was disputed by the local
Muslims who claimed that the
place had originally been a
mosque. It had been converted
into a gurudwara by the local
Sikhs during the reign of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. When
opportune in the 19th century, the
people of the city, led by some
Muslim Leaguers, went to court
over this. They did not win their
case for the re-conversion of the
gurudwara into a mosque. 
Legal counsel argued that an
appeal could be filed if necessary,
right up to the Privy Council.
However, the then premier of
Punjab Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan
advised against any further action
as it might open a Pandora’s Box
across the subcontinent, which
was then undivided. Sikandar
Hayat also advised against any
further litigation.  
Any use of the argument of
adverse possession might cause
the return of many of the temples
that had come into Muslim pos-
session. What was then perhaps
overlooked was that a Hindu tem-
ple is a residence of the divine and
not merely a prayer hall. The pra-
timas (icons) are the first step in
the quest for spirituality. 
Ultimately, spirituality can be
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In recent years, the strategic
partnership between India
and Armenia has under-

gone a remarkable transforma-
tion- fired by their shared
commitment to fortify defence
capabilities and confront
regional security challenges
head-on. Against the backdrop
of Armenia’s enduring strug-
gle with Azerbaijan and
Turkey’s support for
Azerbaijan’s advantages, the
precipitating connection
between Armenia and India
stands for recognition.
Armenia’s proximity to India
and both agreeing to diversi-
fy their strategic alignment,
deserves special attention on
the global stage.
Military Cooperation:
Armenia’s imperative to diver-
sify its security alliances and
bolster its military capabilities,

particularly amidst the endur-
ing conflict with Azerbaijan, is
evident through heightened
defense spending and collab-
orations with nations such as
India and France. India’s
involvement with Armenia’s
military not only strengthens
its defensive capabilities but
also serves to counterbalance
external-internal influences
like Turkey and Pakistan in the
South Asian region. The
expanding Indo-Armenian

partnership encompasses var-
ious facets, including the
exchange of weaponry, joint
military exercises, and strate-
gic consultations, all aimed at
enhancing defense readiness
and security in their respective
regions.
Advanced Weaponry and
Joint Exercises: The acquisi-
tion of state-of-the-art
weaponry highlights the grow-
ing defense cooperation
between India and Armenia.
Reports indicate ongoing pro-
vision of military hardware
from India to Armenia,
including multiple-launch
rocket systems, anti-tank mis-
siles, and radar systems.
Additionally, joint military
exercises and training pro-
grams are underway to
enhance preparedness and
interoperability between their

armed forces. These collabo-
rative efforts facilitate the
exchange of expertise and tac-
tics, fostering effective coordi-
nation for potential future
operations, from joint exercis-
es to intelligence sharing, both
nations are committed to
showcasing their military
capabilities and strengthening
their strategic partnership.
Geopolitical Determinations:
Armenia’s pivotal role in the
International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC)
offers India diversified trade
routes and enhanced access to
Eurasian markets, bolstering
strategic interests in econom-
ic resilience and geopolitical
balancing. Conversely, India’s
military support for Armenia
underscores its commitment
to preserving regional peace
and countering aggressive

manoeuvres by the Turkey-
Azerbaijan-Pakistan axis.
Through the realisation of
mutual interests, India and
Armenia can reshape securi-
ty dynamics in the South
Caucasus region by challeng-
ing the dominance of larger
geopolitical actors and their
support for rogue powers.
Turkey-Azerbaijan-Pakistan
Axis: The Turkey-Azerbaijan-
Pakistan axis poses a substan-
tial threat to respective region-
al stability, with Turkey’s unwa-
vering support for Azerbaijan
during the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict then raising concerns
about potential escalations.
The longstanding military
partnership between Turkey
and Pakistan, characterised
by defence production, joint
training exercises, and high-
level military dialogues, under-

scores their concerted efforts
to advance mutual geopolitical
goals and exert influence in the
regions. This axis represents a
significant challenge to the
security and stability of the
South Caucasus and South
Asian regions, as that axis
seeks to consolidate its power
and undermine the influence
of other regional stakeholders.
Responses and Ongoing
Efforts: In response to the
burgeoning influence of the
Turkey-Azerbaijan-Pakistan
axis, India’s steadfast support
for Armenia signifies a resolute
stance against their aggressive
manoeuvres in the region.
Aimed at preserving a delicate
balance of power, India and
Armenia are all set to intensi-
fy their collaboration to
address these threats. 
While Turkey’s stance on

Kashmir validates the bur-
geoning Indo-Armenia
defence cooperation, the nexus
between Turkey’s involvement
in the Kashmir issue and
Pakistan’s alignment with
Azerbaijan’s agenda cannot be
seen as a mere happenstance,
rather a meticulously orches-
trated strategy with far-reach-
ing intention. In this backdrop,
the urgent need for a meticu-
lously planned multilateral
defence partnership under-
scored. This becomes essential
to counter the unholy Turkey-
Pakistan-Azerbaijan axis-
thereby ensuring stability in
both the Caucasus and South
Asian regions. 
The Promising Prospects:
The emerging strategic coop-
eration between India and
Armenia holds immense
promise for enhancing region-

al security and advancing
shared interests. Both nations
are poised to deepen their
partnership and address pre-
vailing challenges through
concerted efforts in military
collaboration and strategic
alignments. India’s steadfast
support for Armenia under-
scores its dedication to main-
taining peace and stability in
the Caucasus region. With
far-reaching implications for
global geopolitical outcomes,
the Indo-Armenia partner-
ship has the potential to rede-
fine the regional balance of
power and contribute signifi-
cantly to the stability and
prosperity of both the
Caucasus and South Asian
regions.

(The writer is working with
an Independent Think Tank,

views are personal)
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to boost indigenous manufac-
turing. The scheme had its points
of deficiency but regrettably, the
major driving points of the
grandiose scheme remained large-
ly on paper and were never imple-
mented properly. The result---
share of manufacturing in the
economy continues to stagnate at
14 percent.
Absence of bureaucratic reforms:
Our obsolete, corruption-ridden
colonial bureaucratic system had
never delivered earlier and cried
for reforms. But the reforms did
not come. The result was a failure
of key developmental pro-
grammes like the 100 Smart Cities
Programme. The government did
a remarkable job of establishing
GST and promulgating the IBC.
This enabled a clean-up of banks
and a sharp decline in their NPAs.
However, the failure of the gov-
ernment to increase the ease of
doing business by cutting down
on bureaucratic red tape is a big
reason behind the continuing
lack of a suitable ecosphere for
business and big investment.
Failure to implement
Agricultural Reforms: 
The government did well to blue-
print reforms in the agricultural
sector-those related to MSP and
procurement of agricultural pro-
duce. But the government failed
to implement the same by capit-
ulating in front of fake protesters
masquerading as farmers.
Neglect of PSUs: The government
paid very little attention to the
state and central PSUs which
account for 15 per cent of the total
economic activities in the coun-
try. It kept on harping on the
absence of the need for the gov-
ernment to be in business. This

was an impractical approach to
handling the Indian economy
and failed to tap the big PSUs in
which so much of public money
had been invested. 
Failure to bring about judicial
reforms: Justice in this country
continues to be delayed, denied
and derailed. Despite big talks to
the contrary, the government did
nothing in the direction of judi-
cial reforms. This was and
remains a big dampener to FDI
and even domestic investment in
new business. 
Notwithstanding the above, we
must bear in mind that most of
the previous governments had left
deep pits in our economy that
needed to be filled to prepare the
ground for the rapid holistic
development of the country. The
UPA government, between 2004
and 2014 did produce better
numbers for FE reserves and eco-
nomic growth rate but the money
generating that investment and
growth was preponderantly from
the huge proportion of parallel-
black money economy out of the
overall economy. Money was
meagrely flowing for the critical
sectors of defence and infrastruc-
ture and even for some important
socialistic schemes. Modi 1.0 and
Modi 2.0 changed this by bring-
ing economic discipline and curb-
ing corruption and economic
malfeasance. It brought GST and
IBC and did the clean-up of
Banks by bringing down drastical-
ly the NPAs. It severely dented the
black money economy. 
These were the pits filled by the
Modi government that have pre-
pared fertile soil for the fast-track
economic progress of the country
now. Given the above, it is imper-

ative and is also expected that the
Modi government, if returned to
power, will take the undermen-
tioned steps to boost real progress
on the economic front. Economic
progress is the foundation of the
overall progress of a country.
Progress on other fronts like
defence, foreign affairs, etc. has
been significant but sustainable
multifaceted development can
only be achieved on the founda-
tion of a strong and healthy eco-
nomic bottom line. 
The country needs drastic insti-
tutional and bureaucratic
reforms. It needs urgent imple-
mentation of the farming sector
reforms which were shelved after
so much drum beating. The edu-
cation sector calls for a thorough
overhaul to replace the colonial
Macaulay established system with
an indigenous system in tune
with the nation’s ethos and tradi-
tion.
Sloganeering and political games-
manship need to be replaced by
serious, earnest and committed
steps for boosting investment,
trade, manufacturing and exports. 
India has a huge potential for
becoming an economic power-
house in quick time but we need
to go about building our econo-
my with due seriousness and
dedication, rising above narrow
interests of caste, class, political
affiliations and last but not least,
political expediency. It is very
much hoped that Modi 3.0, with
a two-thirds majority, will usher
in the much-needed administra-
tive, bureaucratic and judicial
reforms for the speedy econom-
ic progress of the country. 

(The author is a management
consultant; views are personal)

India has come a long way since
2014 in the matter of various
indices and parameters of econom-
ic development. Consider this.
India has increased her per capita

income through this decade from USD
1560   to USD 2500, a 60 per cent
increase. It has purportedly lifted 400
million persons out of poverty during the
decade. Its foreign exchange kitty has
increased from USD 322 billion to USD
640 billion during the same period.
These are impressive figures. Large fig-
ures are always impressive, but they need
to be checked, compared and corrobo-
rated to be sanctified.
Consider this now. The per capita income
of India increased from USD 600 to USD
1560 for the period from 2004 to 2014
which is a bigger increase of 160 percent.
Its foreign exchange reserves increased
from USD 107 billion to USD 322 billion
between 2004 and 2014. Whereas the
surge from 2004 to 2014 was 200 per
cent, it was only 100 per cent in the next
decade. 
The above comparative figures talk
aloud about India’s poor economic devel-
opment in the last decade. This is not an
overall performance report on the cur-
rent NDA government. This government
has many unprecedented achievements
to its credit. But on the economic front,
it doesn’t seem to have delivered. 
Why has the NDA not been able to deliv-
er on the economic front? There are sev-
eral reasons.
Neglect of MSMEs: The micro, small and
medium enterprises sector in the coun-
try did not receive the attention due to
it. This sector is the main source of
employment generation. Imports from
China continued to swell and many man-
ufacturers closed down their factories to
become traders and distributors. 
Poor implementation of the Make in
India programme: The Make in India was
a well-conceived ambitious programme
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A
fter three phases of polling for the Lok Sabha elections, the discussion
on the main stage face-off between the two top leaders — BJP supremo
and two-term incumbent Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Congress
Party leader Rahul Gandhi — has brought to the fore issues of wealth

creation, cronyism, economic growth, the “ability” of political influence to make
easy, big and undeserved money and political funding to the Centre.

For the first time in over a decade, the BJP has not kept the electoral narrative
confined to traditional issues — like the Ram temple built in Ayodhya, or the
abrogation of Article 370, or the removal of triple talaq, or its future plans cen-
tred around the One Nation, One Election, or even the Uniform Civil Code.
Instead it has spoken up on economic issues, often attacking the Congress man-
ifesto over populist socialism of redistribution of wealth and a potential inheri-
tance tax, among others.

This steering away of the election narrative away from the traditional
strengths of the BJP, often seen by many as ways to “communalise” the elec-
tions, is not totally deliberate or a choice of the ruling saffron party as much as
a natural twist, and the Congress, perhaps without so much of either a plan or
much agency, finds its election ideas at the centre of the poll fight. Among them
is the issue of the duo of Mukesh Ambani and Gautam Adani.

Of course, there is a parallel track on that — with references replete with dehu-
manising analogies of a “set of people” who have too many children, or illegal
immigrants, or attempts to snatch the “mangalsutras” of Hindu women, or stok-
ing fears of one alliance keen to impose the Sharia law in India, or being sup-
ported by Pakistan, among others — but somehow, there is a clear lack of trac-
tion to such issues.

Hence, the organic shift to issues more along the lines of money.
Historically, Indians have loved the idea of a double-name team to represent a

broader vision, from Bollywood scriptwriters and music composer teams to a
symbolic phrase to represent infinite wealth — and interestingly, while it was
“Tata-Birla” for decades, in the New Age India, especially in the last decade or
more, it is Ambani-Adani, who together as an alliterative phrase represent not
just extraordinary wealth or rise in success but also proximity to supreme polit-
ical power.

Rahul Gandhi has used the fact that, like Prime Minister Modi and home min-
ister Amit Shah, the two most powerful icons of India, the two wealthiest icons
of India, Mukesh Ambani of Reliance and Gautam Adani of the Adani Group,
also hail from Gujarat, to constantly create an image of some kind of nexus or
cosy comfort. But Mr Modi has refused to even acknowledge the two business-
men so far.

In his dramatic style, Mr Modi chose to hit back to demonstrate that he has no
reason to play this line of attack by Mr Gandhi on the backfoot, and instead,
openly asked the people of India why the Congress had gone silent on the
Ambani-Adani issue, further insinuating if they had funded the Grand Old
Party with black money, stuffing “tempo vans” of cash. Mr Gandhi hit back,
challenging Mr Modi to initiate a probe by the CBI or the Enforcement
Directorate.

The nation is clearly glued to the discussion, and we can only wait to see its
impact on the elections and their final outcome.
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Finally, Ambani and Adani
enter the election debate

C
hina’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping
has at last
begun his struc-
tured foreign

travel after his stay-at-
home posture during and
after the Covid-19 pan-
demic. This was partly
due to a delayed Covid-19
surge in China as the
movement restrictions
were lifted, when the rest
of the world had crossed
peak infections. This
week he began a six-day
swirl through Europe,
starting with France, and
then mostly China-friend-
ly nations such as
Hungary. Serbia was
included as it marked 25
years since the Nato
forces mistakenly bombed
the Chinese diplomatic
premises in Belgrade in
the late 1990s.

This happens when the
Chinese economic slow-
down is now broadly
accepted. The Inter-
national Monetary Fund
in its February 2024
report observed that eco-
nomic growth this year
shall be 4.6 per cent, down
from 5.2 per cent the pre-
vious year.

Even more worrisome
for China should be their
assessment of its drop to
3.4 per cent by 2028. This
appears to be due to a
combined effect of demo-
graphic shrinkage,
Western sanctions on cut-
ting-edge technology and
restricted Western mar-
ket access. President Xi’s
distrust of the private sec-
tor and entrepreneurship
probably makes a turn-
around difficult.

One obvious result is
that talk about China
catching up with the
United States or even
overtaking it has mel-
lowed. In fact, it is gener-
ally accepted that even
though the American
economy is slowing, but at
a lesser pace than China’s,
their gap is, if anything,
widening. Analysts are
speculating that when a
rising power, desperate to
catch up with the domi-
nant hegemon, starts
stalling, one of two things
can happen. Its leadership

may alter its aggressive
behaviour towards the
world, especially the
neighbours, opting
instead for diplomacy.
Alternatively, it may get
desperate and decide to
use force to achieve its ter-
ritorial objectives, realis-
ing its power-differential
vis a vis its rivals will
diminish over time.

Obviously, no sudden
change in Chinese strate-
gic posture can be 
expected.

China would not like its
rivals to benefit from its
perceived weakness. Its
recent actions need to be
viewed from this perspec-
tive. Before setting forth
for Europe, China
unveiled its third aircraft-
carrier, the Fujian. A
80,000-tonne vessel with
electromagnetic cata-
pults, on a rough calcula-
tion, would enable it to
carry 70-80 aircraft. China
is planning to have six
such vessels by 2035. This
still leaves the combined
naval power of the US and
Japan way ahead. The US
Navy, with carriers of the
Nimitz and Ford class,
has more experience, bet-
ter aircraft and greater
firepower. The Japanese,
with considerable experi-
ence of using aircraft-car-
riers since the Second
World War, have opted for
flat-top vessels with the
possibility of being used
as carriers for vertical
take-off and landing F-35s.

Interestingly, the maid-
en voyage of the Fujian
coincided with the May 8
Balikatan joint military
exercise of the US and the
Philippines. The Chinese
have been muscling the
Filipinos out of the
Scarborough Shoal naval
area. The Philippines had
in 2016 got an award,
under the UN Convention
on the Laws of the Seas
(UNCLOS), from the
Permanent Court of
Arbitration declaring the
Chinese 9-dash line as ille-
gal. China has neverthe-
less continued to thwart
attempts by the
Philippines to assert its
sovereignty in that zone.

Even the territorial dis-

pute between India and
China has not seen China
relenting yet. In fact,
China has been increas-
ing settlements all along
the India-China Line of
Actual Control (LAC).
China also provocatively
issued maps with habita-
tions in India’s Arunachal
Pradesh shown with
Chinese names.
Meanwhile, military-level
talks have repeatedly
faced a stalemate with
China unwilling to with-
draw forces from the
Depsang Plains and
Demchok. It is likely that
China did not wish to
hand the Narendra Modi
government a “win” on
the eve of crucial Lok
Sabha elections. This
assumption aligns with
China now naming its
next ambassador to India,
after a gap of a year and a
half. At the very least,
China may be preparing
to use the diplomatic
route for testing the next
Indian government’s will-
ingness to engage. The
problem is that China
wants access to the Indian
market to continue, if not
increase, while it stalls on
territorial issues. India
has repeatedly asserted
that normalcy requires
the post-Galwan territori-
al intrusions to be
addressed.

President Xi’s European
sojourn is similarly
planned to test and exploit
the fissures, on the
approach to China, within
the European Union and
between them and the
United States. The visit
comes after the China
visit by German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
which seemed to display
European differences.
Further demonstrating
that dissension has been
Mr Scholz’s unwilling-
ness to join French
President Emmanuel
Macron in a joint meeting
with President Xi. There
are differences in the
approach of France and

Germany to taxing
European imports of
Chinese electric vehicles.
While the Germans fear
Chinese countermeasures
against their automobile
exports to China, the
French want to protect
their own manufacturers
of smaller cars.

The Sino-European the-
atre is being enacted
against the background of
two other events. One is
the November presiden-
tial election in the United
States. The growing possi-
bility of the re-election of
Donald Trump sends
shudders down the Eu-
ropean spine. It can mean
the degrading of Nato,
trade disputes with the US
and Russia’s upper hand
in ending the war in Uk-
raine on its own terms.
The other factor is the
commencement this week
of Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin’s next six-ye-
ar term, with a more un-
ited Russia behind him.

Regarding both these
developments, China is a
factor. While it has not
transferred weapons to
Russia, for its Ukraine
campaign, it has kept
Russia financially afloat
by buying its oil and gas.
It has also made available
chips or other high-tech
components crucial for
the Russian armaments
industry. China correctly
surmises that a strategi-
cally divided and con-
fused Europe is easy prey
for its overtures. But
China would have to alter
its subsidies-based exp-
orts to satisfy Europe. It
would also have to restore
confidence regarding
Chinese activities in ille-
gally transferring high
technology from
European sources.

While these larger for-
ces are shadow boxing,
India has been entrapped
in an unnecessarily pro-
longed national election.
A gap of almost a week
between seven phases,
many in the same state,
cannot be justified on the
grounds of security and
expediency alone. No
nation, and particularly
one that aspires for Great
Power status, can sign off
from the world for well
over a month while its
leadership takes the low
road to opportunistic and
divisive electioneering.

The writer is a former 
secretary in the external

affairs ministry. He
tweets at @ambkcsingh.

MAINTAIN ALL
MEMORIALS

It is shocking to learn
that the memorial for
the great leader
Kamaraj in Guindy,
Chennai is in a state of
neglect, surrounded by
shrubs, garbage, etc.
Both DMK and
AIADMK used to allo-
cate sufficient funds to
renovate, beautify and
maintain their leaders'
memorials built in the
Marina beach in an
excellent way, which
should be appreciated.
But they don't pay
such attention to other
party leaders' memori-
als. All these leaders
have rendered selfless
dedicated services to
the State and the
nation and there
should not be any dis-
crimination. As a mark
of respect to them, the
government owes the
moral responsibility to
renovate and maintain
the memorials of
Kamaraj and other
leaders and keep them
tidy.

M. Govindaraj
Gudiyatham

China correctly 
surmises that a
strategically divided
and confused
Europe is easy prey
for its overtures.
But China would
have to alter its
subsidies-based
exports to satisfy
Europe.

China’s Xi: Divide or
intimidate & conquer

IPL team owner Sanjiv Goenka’s rant against K.L. Rahul in the glare of
floodlights and TV cameras was most unbecoming of a sports team
owner. The dressing down the owner gave his star cricketer was not in

keeping with the spirit of sport, particularly an unpredictable game of
great uncertainties like cricket.

Champion teams are sometimes mowed down in a complex team sport in
which individuals have huge space to shine though it wasn’t Kannur
Lokesh Rahul’s day as he batted slowly and then saw his bowlers being
blasted to smithereens as Hyderabad Sunrisers bulldozed the Lucknow
Super Giants in less than half the 20 overs to climb to third in the IPL table.

There is no denying that generous sports team owners open their purse
to pay the players even if the cash-rich IPL is more of an entertainment
business that has brought industrialist and showbiz personality owners
into the limelight even as it promises to be a rewarding experience for
owners as well as players.

The cricketers are professionals who try to live up to their reputation
and rating in every match they play in, particularly in a high-profile tour-
nament like the IPL that is all the rage in India and is the world’s highest
paying T20 cricket league.

It was the public way in which the owner berated his captain, and pre-
sumably his team, for performing miserably that rankled. But then in this
game of fluctuating fortunes the chances of having a bad day while the
opponents have a good one are quite common.

In IPL history, the owner of Lucknow Super Giants who had once owned
the Rising Pune Supergiants, had showed shocking lack of cricketing judg-
ment in sacking Mahendra Singh Dhoni as captain when he was already
limited-overs cricket and IPL’s winningest skipper ever, and replacing
him with the Australian Steve Smith.

It is not known what the LSG owner told his captain though the body lan-
guage was a giveaway. To Rahul’s credit, he took the criticism in a stoic
style of the quality sportsman that he is.

What the episode brought out was owners, regardless of how rich and
powerful they are, they must still bow to the vicissitudes in the game of
cricket, which can often be a humbling experience.

As the famous saying about the game as a metaphor for fair play goes,
“it’s not cricket”, certainly not when owners pounce on a cricket captain
as if he were an employee on the shop floor.

IPL: An unsportsman-like rant

WHY NOT EWS QUOTA
FOR CANDIDATES?
The financial status of Lok Sabha can-
didates belonging to major parties
shows most of them are crorepatis. The
political establishment favour rich can-
didates since they can spend money
and are not dependent on party coffers.
The eventual fallout is that a common
citizen is denied the opportunity to
fight the election to serve the people.
Why can't the election commission
reserve some seats from economically
poor sections apart from SC/ ST/ OBC
reservations in assembly and parlia-
ment elections?

K. S. Sundaram
Coimbatore

The fate of Gaza:
Peace of any kind
does not seem to

suit Netanyahu

LETTERS

W
aking up recently to the news that
Hamas had accepted a ceasefire pro-
posal came as a pleasant surprise, but
it did not last long. It was accompanied

by reports of Israel’s long-threatened infiltration
into Rafah, a day after it had urged 100,000 ‘civil-
ians’ to evacuate a city in Gaza that has become a
refuge for almost 1.5 million Palestinians.

The sector subsequently began to be pounded —
presumably with ammunition supplied by the US
and UK — under the apparent assumption that
any Hamas operatives in the area would not have
left among the tens of thousands who evacuated
on foot, by vehicles or on donkey carts.

Almost every international ally of the Zionist
regime has seemingly tried to talk it out of invad-
ing Rafah, yet their weapons keep flowing to
Israel. Global history is peppered with instances
of hypocrisy, but seldom have they been as egre-
gious or stark as in 2024. In the past, sufficiently
serious cautions from Washington have often pro-
duced the desired effect by at least temporarily
reducing Israeli excesses. Benjamin Netanyahu,
however, falls in a different category. Any sem-
blance of a pause in hostilities, let alone a sustain-
able ceasefire, would spell his doom.

The revived demonstrations in Israeli cities are

by no means dedicated to securing a ceasefire,
although some of the protesters support that goal.
Their demands on Gaza are somewhat more
oblique, but invariably entail the return of the sur-
viving hostages — which would inevitably
involve at least a temporary cessation of hostili-
ties. But any kind of peace, however fragile, does
not suit Mr Netanyahu. Apart from the indict-
ments for corruption, he presides over a regime
that ignored — possibly deliberately — the clear
warning signs of a Hamas assault against kibbutz-
im on the periphery of Gaza, populated to a con-
siderable extent by Jews who do not buy into the
narrative of exclusively Jewish nationhood.

Mr Netanyahu and his more vicious allies are
almost as contemptuous of conciliatory Jews,
Israeli or otherwise, as they are of Palestinians. In
their blighted vision, the Jewish students partici-
pating in protests in the US, UK or Australia are
far more problematic than the goyim who can
more easily be dismissed as antisemitic.

The anti-genocide protests have been spreading
beyond the US to Europe and even Australia, with
the encampments routinely derided by antagonis-
tic politicians pointing out that Jewish students
feel intimidated — albeit presumably not as much
as children, women and men in Gaza, where the

death toll since October 7 is approaching 35,000.
Later this week, the UN General Assembly

(UNGA) is expected to vote on whether to admit
Palestine as a full member, yet a probable vote
overwhelmingly in favour of the proposition
won’t cut ice with the Security Council, where the
US veto will prevail, as it has so many times when-
ever a challenge to Zionism has been considered.

Almost 50 years ago, in November 1974, Yasser
Arafat addressed the UNGA, having arrived with
his holster and an olive branch, famously declar-
ing: “Today I have come bearing an olive branch
and a freedom fighter’s gun. Do not let the olive
branch fall from my hand”. In his landmark
speech, Arafat decried Zionist acts of “barbarism”
and the “temerity” of the “Zionists and colonial-
ists … to describe the just struggle of our people as
terror”.

A couple of decades before the post-Oslo
Palestinian Authority he initially presided over
became a handmaiden of the Zionist occupation,
Arafat pointed out to the UN that “when it became
obvious that the Palestinians would not recuper-
ate one inch of Palestine through exclusively polit-
ical means, our people had no choice but to resort
to armed struggle”.

He made no mention of a two-state so--lution,

which is currently the favoured option among
many of those who have contributed over the
decades towards diminishing the possibility of
such an outcome. Arafat held out a long-term hope
for “one democratic state where Christian, Jew
and Muslim live in justice, equality and 
fraternity”.

That remains a dead man’s dream. Neither a
one-state nor a two-state outcome is on the cards,
and that would not change with Mr Netanyahu’s
replacement by a superficially less obnoxious fig-
urehead.

The drift towards Palestinian genocide dates
back at least to 1947-48, and the resistance to it has
been equally evident since then. The olive branch
that Arafat brought to the UN didn’t fall. It was
effectively wrested from his hand. All too many
olive trees have been chopped down since then,
particularly after the Oslo ‘process’, when the
trend towards illegal settlements was ramped up,
backed by successive US governments.

Replacing the Netanyahu regime with an equal-
ly absurd alternative would only mean that, a fur-
ther 50 years hence, future generations will still be
marvelling at the impotence of their ancestors.

— By arrangement with Dawn

Subhani

Mahir Ali

K.C. Singh
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Beginning of the 
end in Haryana

Honour for football 

Football's popularity is unmatched in non-
football playing nations as well. The 

game is a universal language, so to say, 
and has nicely flowered over the decades 
through champion players from diverse 
backgrounds coming together for a 
common cause: regale fans with skill and 
perseverance. No surprise, the lovely game 
is viewed as a promoter of universal peace 
despite on-field acrimony. Now, in a huge 
honour to football, the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) has proclaimed 
May 25 as “World Football Day”. May 25 
marks the 100th anniversary of the first 
ever football tournament. As aptly 
described by a diplomat at the UNGA, 
football is the “number one game played 
and followed across the globe”. 

Dr Ganapathi Bhat, Akola 
 
Pressing matter 

The Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR) has initiated the 

“Wrinkles Achche Hain” campaign, urging 
its network of labs and personnel across 

India to embrace un-ironed attire every 
Monday until May 15. This unorthodox 
step comes amidst a wider effort to raise 
awareness about energy conservation and 
environmental sustainability within the 
scientific community and is aimed at 
tackling carbon emissions linked to daily 
routines. The campaign, which translates to 
‘Wrinkles Are Good’, highlights the 
substantial carbon footprint associated with 
conventional ironing practices. According to 
CSIR's circular issued on May 3, ironing 
clothes can emit significant amounts of 
carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas 
contributing to climate change. 

CK Subramaniam, Navi Mumbai 
 
Marketing gimmick 

Like every year, people in large numbers 
will be flocking to jewellery marts on 

Akshaya Tritiya under the superstitious 
impression that buying gold on this 
auspicious day will bring them unending 
prosperity. But this is the biggest marketing 
gimmick ever, and a perfect example of 
how these jewellery shops woo the 
customers and take advantage of their 
sentiments to indoctrinate them into buying 
the yellow metal on this day. This gold rush 
is nothing more than a clever scam 
concocted by corporations to drive big 

sales on this day. Let’s not, therefore, fall 
prey to the deceptive selling of these big 
jewellery merchandisers and earn big bucks 
from our collective ignorance. As Swami 
Vivekananda once said: “To believe blindly 
is to degenerate the human soul. Be an 
atheist if you want, but do not believe in 
anything unquestioningly.” 

Ranganathan Sivakumar, Chennai 
 
Renaming mania 

What's in a name? Good question 
(‘Aurangabad renaming upheld by 

HC’, May 9)! Yes, a rose by any other name 
will still smell as sweet. So, what's the big 
deal? Why rename Aurangabad or for that 
matter, so many other cities, railway 
stations, flyovers, etc, etc. Why do we 
indulge in such unnecessary meaningless 
acts; why direct our time, effort, energies, 
money into such issues? There are so many 
other important and urgent issues to attend 
to. Can we get rid of this renaming mania, 
please? 

Melville X D’Souza, Mumbai

The suburban trains do not 
disappoint. In the midst of  
every subject that’s heard in 

animated voices in the women’s 
compartments over the last fort-
night, I engaged in enough conver-
sations and saw many scroll to the 
Prajwal Revanna story to know 
that this has hit women where it 
hurts, even in Mumbai. There was 
horror and shock, there was also 
derision about powerful dynasties 
in which children abuse their priv-
ilege and bring shame to their fam-
ilies, and there were firm denials 
when I asked some women if  they 
would vote for such a candidate. 

The sex scandal — it is more than 
that, but the media tag sticks — 
from Karnataka’s Hassan in which 
Revanna, a 30-something third-
generation political dynast, was 
found in nearly 3,000 video clips al-
legedly harassing, abusing, sexual-
ly assaulting women three times 
his age has opened a can of  issues 
in this election season far away 
from his constituency. Hundreds 
of  women, it is believed, across the 
board from his house help and 
cooks to even officers in the 
district have had to ‘oblige’ the de-
pravities of  this entitled young 
man.  

After the tapes were outed, as a 
political checkmate, many of  the 
women whose identities were un-
fortunately revealed have had to 
seek refuge even from their fami-
lies, reports say. 

The grandson of  former Prime 
Minister HD Deve Gowda, son of  
long-time legislator HD Revanna, 
nephew of  two-time chief  minister 
HD Kumaraswamy, the young man 
is contesting as a Janata Dal (Secu-

lar) candidate the second time. 
Prajwal’s stature was significant 
enough for Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to make a whistle-stop at 
Hassan to campaign for him. The 
father has since been arrested 
while the son’s return from Ger-
many is awaited. The Government 
of  India, helpfully, put out a blue 
corner notice for Prajwal 
Revanna, not the harsher red cor-
ner alert used for fugitives. The 
Congress government in Karnata-
ka has since set up an 
investigation team. 

Did the BJP know of  his deprav-
ity and video-filming his women 
victims? Apparently, yes. Prajwal 
Revanna’s driver stole the video 
clips and reached them to a BJP 
leader from Hassan who alerted 
the party to this brazen misuse of  
power back in December and 
warned against the alliance. Was 
the Congress in Karnataka aware? 
Its leaders would have to be in the 
know but chose to keep quiet till it 
was politically expedient to blow 
the lid off  the sordid story. 

In the reams of  news reports and 
video journalism I have seen, the 
politics of  this shameful scandal 
has occupied centre-stage — not 
the hundreds of  women whose suf-
fering and powerlessness should 
enrage us all. How they continue 
to live their lives, what is their 
mental health status, what kind of  
support and shelter do they have 
or need, have families shunned 
some of  them, where will these 
women go now? These questions 
have seen less space and attention 
from the media. 

Far away, in Bengal’s 
Sandeshkhali, a similar scandal 
took an unexpected turn as the 
women victims of  the sex-for-
favours story, which made national 
news earlier this year, accused the 
BJP of  having orchestrated it all, 
alleging that they were made to 
sign blank paper affidavits and so 
on. The disturbing politicisation 
of  this story between the BJP and 

the Trinamool Congress is still un-
folding. Elsewhere, during the 
campaign, the prime minister 
speaks of  ‘mangalsutras’ of  
women to which Congress party’s 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra retorts to 
remind the nation of  her mother’s 
sacrifice of  mangalsutra for the 
country. 

In each of  these, the propensity 
to merely use women as props in 
the election season, as pawns 
against rival parties or leaders, is 
disgusting and shameful. Political 
parties make a hue and cry about 
the welfare for women, remind vot-
ers of  the many schemes that were 
rolled out for their benefit, run 

down rivals as women-unfriendly 
and so on. The pattern repeats 
every election. It is cynical and it is 
sickening, to say the least. The 
mud-slinging just does not stop, it 
is not replaced by serious discus-
sions or debates about women’s is-
sues. 

Would more women in politics 
have made it different? This is a 
difficult question because through 
the many stories of  sexual harass-
ment and violence against women 
in the last five years, women cabi-
net ministers in Modi’s cabinet 
hardly spoke up to offer support 
for the women in distress. Remem-
ber their silence during the long 
protests of  women wrestlers 
against the Wrestling Federation 
of  India chief  Brij Bhushan Saran 
Singh? Or during the farmers’ agi-
tation in which women farmers 
were at the forefront? 

These worthy women include 
Smriti Irani who is, ironically, 
women and child development 
minister and Nirmala 
Sitharaman, finance minister, who 

is famous for, among other things, 
her derisive put-down on rising 
onion-garlic prices in the Lok Sab-
ha. These two had campaigned vig-
orously and resolutely against the 
Dr Manmohan Singh government 
for ‘rising’ prices of  LPG cylinders 
as well as sexual crimes including 
the ‘Nirbhaya’ rape case. What got 
their tongues when in power? Oth-
er powerful women make this list 
long but the point is this: women in 
power have rarely spoken up or 
supported women’s issues. 

They had rushed to praise the 
Prime Minister when the 33% 
reservation for women in Parlia-
ment and Assembly election was 

made into law. Such selectivity 
hurts more than helps. Has the 
BJP offered as many seats to 
women candidates? Have other 
parties done so? Has there been an 
honest attempt by any party, na-
tional or regional, to consciously 
bring more candidates into the 
electoral fray, especially party 
workers and not women from polit-
ical dynasties? In between elec-
tions, politicians seem sensitive to 
fair representation and articula-
tion of  women’s issues only to 
swing back to the tried-and-tested 
mudslinging tactics during cam-
paigns. 

In Mumbai, of  the 115-120 candi-
dates in the fray for whom we will 
vote on May 20, women make bare-
ly 10%. The prominent ones are 
Varsha Gaikwad (Mumbai North 
Central) and Yamini Jadhav 
(Mumbai South) representing the 
key political parties while a few 
women have filed nominations as 
independents. Across Maharash-
tra, the two major alliances Maha 
Vikas Aghadi and Mahayuti have 

fielded barely 15 women candi-
dates on the state’s 48 seats. 

This when the number of  women 
voters has seen an increase of  
16.3% compared to 12% increase in 
men voters since 2014. In three con-
stituencies — Ratnagiri-Sind-
hudurg, Raigad, Bhandara-Gondia 
— women voters outnumber men. 
The turnouts in the past two gen-
eral elections saw women equal or 
outnumber men in several con-
stituencies. The figures for this 
election are still rolling in. 

Yet, women’s issues from liveli-
hood and amenities to sexual 
crimes do not get centre-stage at-
tention from parties or leaders 
that they deserve. On the rare oc-
casion that they do, women are ad-
dressed and spoken of  as benefici-
aries of  government schemes 
rather than participants in a socio-
economic process. Core issues like 
timely and adequate pay for An-
ganwadi workers do not even 
make it to election campaigns. The 
duality is explained, at least partly, 
by the emphasis of  political 
parties on the ‘winnability’ of  can-
didates and avoidance of  ‘heavy’ 
issues in campaigns.  

It will take years and many elec-
tions before core issues of  women 
become politically relevant and 
significant — and women are not 
portrayed as victims or beneficiar-
ies. 

Amidst this, take a moment to re-
member Jaishri Naishadh Raiji of  
the Congress party, a freedom 
fighter and social worker, who was 
the first woman to represent the 
city, winning from Bombay Subur-
ban in the general election of  1951-
52. Mumbai has a history it can be 
proud of  but the representation 
has not necessarily become better.  

 
Smruti Koppikar, senior journalist and 

urban chronicler, writes extensively on 
cities, development, gender, and the 

media. She is the Founder Editor of the 
award-winning online journal 

‘Question of Cities’

With the conclusion of  the 
three phases of  the Lok 
Sabha elections, the fate 

of  284 seats is locked and half  the 
election process of  2024 has been 
wrapped up. The most curious 
question is who has the edge in 
terms of  the narrative, issues, ac-
ceptability and credibility. Despite 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
overarching figure and persona, 
why does “Modi’s guarantee” seem 
to be fading on the ground or, in 
other words, does it look timid 
when juxtaposed with the hearten-
ing and favourable Congress guar-
antee? Well, the jury could be out 
on that! But has the Bharatiya 
Janata Party made blunders or is it 
a colossal anti-incumbency staring 
at the ten-year rule of  the BJP? It 
could be a combination of  all this, 
and what supplements this defi-

ciency is the absence and with-
drawal of  Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh cadres from the ground. 
Make no mistake about the fact 
that there has been an overexpo-
sure of  PM Modi; he has put too 
much at stake around himself, not 
to mention brewing a sense of  inse-
curity within the peers in his party 
and at the same time alienating the 
RSS which is deemed to be the um-
bilical cord. As a result of  this, a 
large section of  BJP leaders who 
earlier were scared of  speaking off  
the record have started Chinese 
whispers on the internal 
churnings within the party.  

Naresh Sirohi, the farmer leader 
associated with BJP for last 28 
years, and someone who has 
worked very closely with Arun 
Jaitley, says that “there is no BJP 
in 2024”, this election is all about 
Modi and because of  this the local 
BJP leaders and even the cadres on 
the ground are disillusioned, they 
feel disconnected from the central 
leadership of  Modi and Shah.  

Sirohi is one among the many 
who gathered the nerve and the 
dare to speak on record but there 
are many local BJP leaders who 

have chosen not to step out of  their 
homes, and which is why panna 
pramukhs have failed, voters have 
not turned up in huge numbers 
and the dismal voter turnout tells 
the entire story. A few BJP leaders 
are disgruntled over the way the 
tickets were distributed without 
any consultation, while some have 
started feeling the heat of  the ex-

cesses of  the Modi government — 
be it the witch-hunt of  Opposition 
leaders or dubious methods of  get-
ting nominations withdrawn, ex-
amples being Surat, Indore and 
Khajuraho. On condition of  
anonymity a BJP leader shared 
“Ab toh bahut ho gaya hai, Modi ji 
kuchh zyada hi tez bhag rahe hain” 
(now it's too much, Modi is racing 
at breakneck speed). So if  BJP 
cadres have withdrawn from many 
parts of  the country, is the party 
now left only with leaders Naren-

dra Modi and Amit Shah? This 
seems to be the emerging picture 
as of  now.  

Senior leaders like Vasundhra 
Raje, Shivraj Chauhan, Nitin Gad-
kari have already been sidelined by 
Modi and they have by and large re-
stricted themselves to their own 
strongholds — which doesn’t serve 
the larger interests of  the party. So 

is BJP trying to isolate Modi and 
Shah? Well, it could be a matter of  
time.  

As far as the RSS is concerned, af-
ter the first phase of  the election 
was over PM Modi made a brief  
stopover at Nagpur to seek more 
help from the RSS cadres on the 
ground, but to no avail. The reason 
being that the RSS is not an indi-
vidualistic party and it by no 
means appreciates the dominance 
of  the Modi cult. It doesn’t tolerate 
an individual growing beyond the 

organisation.  
The RSS feels dwarfed by the 

Modi persona. Some RSS leaders 
who spoke off  the record even said, 
“We thought that the country will 
be given a slow injection of  Hindut-
va but the speed at which things 
are being run by Modi will break 
the social fabric of  the country, and 
we never want that to happen.” He 
even went on to say that RSS cadres 
feel alienated and sidelined to the 
extent of  feeling shortchanged by 
the BJP, and hence the RSS will not 
support Modi and Shah in 2024. 

So if  this is the state of  affairs at 
the end of  the three phases, one 
can imagine the kind of  structural 
changes the BJP is headed for. Will 
the RSS seek support from the IN-
DIA alliance? Or is the RSS some-
how working internally to stop the 
Modi juggernaut at the 272 mark 
where Modi will become irrele-
vant?  

For concrete answers, we have to 
wait for another four phases to con-
clude. 

 
Neelu Vyas is a senior television 

anchor and digital content creator. 
Twitter: @neeluopines

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

Dear reader, 
We are eager to know your opinions, comments and 
suggestions. Write to letters@fpj.co.in with the title of the 
letter in the subject line. Using snail mail? Send your letters 
to The Free Press Journal, Free Press House, Free Press 
Marg, 215 Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021.

The propensity to merely use women as props in the 
election season, as pawns against rival parties or 

leaders, is disgusting and shameful

Today is Akshaya Tri-
tiya. There are many 
legends associated 

with it. It is the day 
Parashurama the incarna-
tion of  Vishnu was born on 
earth. He was one of  the 
greatest masters and teach-
ers of  the art of  war. An-
other legend says that to-
day was the day that divine 
river Ganga descended on 
Earth as a result of  King 
Bhagiratha’s tapas. Anoth-
er legend says that 
today was the day 
Draupadi was given 
the Akshaya Patra 
— a bowl with end-
less amounts of  
food mani-
festing in it, 
by which she could feed her 
family and the guests who 
came to see them in the for-
est during their period of  
exile.  

But one thing Akshaya 
Tritiya is not, as is touted 
by many, is about being an 
auspicious good day to buy 
gold. This is pure commer-
cialisation of  a religious 
festival. There has been no 
association of  gold in any 
of  the legends.  

Probably some jeweller 
started this so that their 
sales in gold could 
increase. Well, gold is a 
good investment. If  indeed 
it was such a great invest-
ment, why are the jewellers 
trying to sell more rather 
than hoarding it. There are 

other investments which 
are equally good or even 
better. They say that if  you 
buy gold on this day, you 
will become very prosper-
ous. Perhaps this is a cor-
ruption of  the idea that the 
result of  any sadhana or 
tapas done on Akshaya Tri-
tiya day will have a huge 
amount of  results, not just 
a one — one ratio.  

Taking a festival based on 
a spiritual and religious 

idea and making it 
purely commercial is 

unfortunate. One 
can certainly have 

prosperity and 
celebrations as a 

part of  life. 
Festivals 

need not be solemn and 
boring. But to completely 
commercialise it, is not a 
healthy attitude.  

The same thing has hap-
pened with Christmas in 
the West. There is a spiritu-
al dimension of  Christmas 
in the celebrations, but it 
has become all about gift-
ing and buying to 
celebrate, even to the 
extent of  incurring debts 
for buying gifts.  

So, one should keep this 
in mind; that a spiritual, 
religious festival should 
not become commercial. 

 
The writer is the founder of 

Aarsha Vidya Foundation. You 
can write to him at 

aarshavidyaf@gmail.com

Celebration or  
commercialisation? 

— Swami Brahmavidananda Saraswati
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Lake Success, May 9. The Indian complaint against South Africa came up 
before the Political Committee of the United Nations today when Mr. M. C. 
Setalvad, the Indian delegate, said that the United Nations should send an 
investigation commission, if that was necessary, to report on racialism there. 

STOP THE MAD RACE OF RACIALISM 
India’s Plea Before United Nations

Nemesis is finally catching up with the BJP in 
Haryana. In 2019, the people had given the party all 
10 Lok Sabha seats from the state. It was not that 

the people were reposing their faith in the then Chief  Min-
ister, Manohar Lal Khattar. In the Assembly elections held 
a few months later, the BJP received a drubbing. Thanks to 
some back-room manoeuvres that brought Dushyant 
Chautala’s 10-member Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) on 
board and won over the support of  independent MLAs, 
Khattar managed to form a government, though the verdict 
was against him. For Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
was instrumental in installing Khattar as chief  minister, it 
would have been a setback if  he were dropped for one rea-
son or another. Thanks to his support, Khattar was able to 
manage the government until a revolt, both within and out-
side the BJP, threatened the government. 

Modi changed the rules of  the game when, overnight, 
Khattar was dropped and in his place Nayab Singh Saini 
was installed. Such was his vision for the state that Saini 
drew up an 84-day plan that covered the remaining part of  
the government’s five-year tenure. The Opposition and his 
detractors saw it as a giveaway of  his lack of  confidence. 
Meanwhile, the Opposition Congress was gaining traction 
in the state. Leader of  Opposition Bhupinder Singh Hooda 
was given a greater say in the management of  the Lok Sab-
ha elections, so much so that a perception grew that the 
BJP would lose a considerable number of  seats. The farm-
ers who have been complaining about non-payment of  sup-
port prices have been distancing themselves from the BJP. 
Small wonder that the three weathervane Independent 
MLAs withdrew their support to Saini and aligned them-
selves with the Congress. 

With the JJP also ditching the BJP, the government’s days 
are numbered. Chautala would like the Congress to take the 
initiative to bring forward a no-confidence motion. There is, 
however, no guarantee that a majority of  the 10 JJP MLAs 
would not succumb to the pressures from the BJP. Since a 
new government has to be in place before October-end, 
there is little point in hastening the government’s death, 
more so as the debate on the no-confidence motion would 
only give the BJP a chance to tom-tom its “achievements”. 
Also, when the government is bound to fall like a ripe man-
go, why should anyone strain to bring it down? 

 

Pitroda, friend or foe? 

In the theatre of  politics, where drama and comedy often 
intertwine, the role of  friends and foes can be a tricky 
one to navigate. Just ask Sam Pitroda, the one-man 

think-tank of  the Indian National Congress, who seems to 
have inadvertently enrolled in the School of  Foot-in-Mouth 
Syndrome. Nestled comfortably in the US but with a heart 
still beating for his motherland, Pitroda’s musings on policy 
matters carry weight, or so they thought until he dropped 
the inheritance tax bombshell. Suddenly, he became the un-
witting poster child for BJP scare tactics – if  the Congress 
comes to power, brace yourselves for wealth exodus, they 
warned, invoking visions of  buffalo snatchers in the night. 

But Pitroda’s knack for stirring the pot didn’t end there. 
It seems he might have a touch of  ocular dysfunction, mis-
taking Indians for a global United Nations parade. As-
samese? Chinese. Gujarati? Arab. South Indian? African. 
North Indian? White as snow. It’s like he’s playing a real-life 
game of  ‘Guess Who?’ with regional stereotypes. His unin-
tentional tour de racism left many scratching their heads – 
in India, labelling someone by their ethnicity is as welcome 
as a monsoon without rain. Yet, in Pitroda’s kaleidoscope 
of  perception, diversity becomes a game of  ‘Who’s That 
Pokémon?’ where every Indian is a unique blend of  inter-
national flavours. 

One can't help but wonder if  Pitroda's verbal acrobatics 
are deliberate or merely a comedic subplot in the grand the-
atre of  Indian politics. Either way, he's certainly mastered 
the art of  keeping the audience entertained, even if  it's at 
the expense of  the grand old party's credibility. As the cur-
tain falls on yet another act of  political folly, we can only 
hope that Pitroda’s next role is less slapstick and more 
statesman-like. That is if  the party reinstates him in the In-
dian Overseas Congress!

MIKA’S MATRIX

Will the RSS seek support from the INDIA alliance? Or is 
the RSS working internally to stop the Modi juggernaut 

at the 272 mark where Modi will become irrelevant?

GUIDING LIGHT

When will women’s issues be politically relevant?

Is RSS not helping the BJP in these elections?

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: All great achievements require time.  
— MAYA ANGELOU
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To The 
Point     ÷Neelu Vyas

Mumbai 
Naama 
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It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not 
care who gets the credit.

Harry S Truman

Don’t waste your vacation!
The innocence, camaraderie and simple joys of the bygone 
days must be recreated during this summer break

The third phase of elections has just 
concluded, and the next few weeks 
will be generally sedate, barring 

private political calculations and public 
speculations; this post-electoral lull ex-
tends till June 4, when the results of the 
‘biggest festival of democracy’ shall be 
declared.

In Goa’s academic arena the school 
and college students are on vacation, 
while the administrative sta� and teach-
ing fraternity loaded with NEP prescrip-
tions are busy planning for the new ac-
ademic year. The JEE and NEET segment 
of students have started appearing on 
the congratulatory banners of coaching 
classes, their portraits wearing stetho-
scopes look alluring. 

The ‘glycemic index’ of Goemkars 
surely goes up this season, with tons of 
‘pedhas’ being distributed by academic 
celebrants. Parents and guardians are 
making the rounds of higher education 
institutes for admission of their ‘just out 
of school’ wards who are beaming and 
dreaming of an unleashed college life. 
Tailors are busy stitching uniforms, while 
new rain wear, bags, bottles, ti�n box-
es arrive at home. That familiar whi� of 
freshly printed textbooks and notebooks 
has started �lling homes. 

It is vacation and friends are meeting 
over pizzas and ice creams, watching 
movies together, visiting malls, strolling 
on seashores, and of course burning their 
virtual calories playing games on the mo-
bile screens. Some have enrolled for mu-
sic, skating, chess, drawing and other 
hobby classes. Girls try and understand 
the kitchen chores from their mothers, 
while boys try their hands at bikes and 
cars. The academically motivated are 
into ‘crash courses’ sacri�cing their va-
cation for a brighter future. And soon the 
new academic year shall arrive ending 
this magical vacation!  

In today’s vacations, people hardly 
visit relatives and go on annual family 
tours to another state. The familial bond-
ing has weakened, and children do not 
explore outdoors. Their reading habits 
are dead, and they are anchored in their 
‘mobile-screen lure’; �nding it hard to 
liberate themselves from the ‘cyber trap’. 

There is little conversation happening 
in homes, sibling rivalry is on a rise, like 
yester years no rosaries said together in 
our homes, no family dinners, no going 
with elders for annual zatras and fests, 
and no respect and empathy demonstrat-
ed towards elders. Negligible correction 
of children happens in our homes now, 
for fear of hurting their ‘tender sensitive 

minds’. 
Now when we give our children 

pocket money, we forget to give them 
advise based on our life’s experiences. 
While we accept our children’s boy-
friends and girlfriends, we shy away 
from giving them polite cautionary ad-
vice on teenage relationships and em-
phasize the importance of abstinence, 
�delity, and marriage. In our pep-talks 
about choice of white-collared profes-
sions, we do not address the ‘dignity 
of labour’. In our workshops on wealth 
creation, we do not underline honesty 
and our obligation to help the needy. 

It is the responsibility of the parents 
to acquaint their children with their 
family history, introduce them to rela-
tives, familiarize them with the strug-
gles of the family, pass on the virtues 
and ethos of family and community 
life. 

Regrettably, our youngsters have 
become ruthlessly insensitive and self-
ish. They are obsessed with success 
and material gains. They are drawn 
towards mortal pleasures sans morali-
ty. Faith has vanished from their lives, 
and �aunting their atheist demeanour 
seems chic. 

This generation cannot handle their 
freedom nor pressure, and quickly 
buckle under mundane challenges of 
daily life. They have gathered an in-
�ated, fallacious sense of self-esteem 
and pride; and small failures can push 
them to the brink of self-harm. They 
misconstrue material assets for wealth 
and waste their lives in pursuit of rich-
es. 

We are fooled by the mirage of our 
children’s assumed innocence or pre-
sumed maturity and hold back our pa-
rental instincts to advise them on ‘pit-
falls of life’. It is my considered opinion 
that books, websites, and friends are 
no match for parents and their intuitive 
parenting skills.  

I remember my childhood in 70s in 
the port town as an elder child of mid-
dle-class parents. My father was the 
sole bread winner, and the sense of 
accountability was high in the family. 
Much of the grocery would be bought 

at the beginning of the month and was 
judiciously used. Mother would tailor 
clothes of neighbouring women and 
children to supplement family income. 
She’d give me ti�n for lunch right till 
my graduation.  My shirts would be re-
modelled to �t my younger sister. New 
set of clothes would be an annual luxu-
ry at Diwali, and I managed my college 
tenure with a single pair of shoes.

The annual Kavlem Zatra was man-
datory, and �rst week of every month 
I’d accompany my father on his bicy-
cle to the ration shop in the town and 
stand in the queue to collect the quota 
of grains, pulses, sugar, and Kerosene. 
My father would take me to his village 
at Durbhat and acquaint me with his 
classmates and the local nature and 
culture. 

Values were imparted during the 
evening prayers a�er lighting lamp 
near the tulsi plant, bedtime stories in-
culcated a deep respect for the divine 
and consolidated our value system, 
respect for elders was enshrined in 
the conduct and on weekends my fa-
ther would take me to visit my paternal 
grandmother.  

My benevolent mother was kind 
and empathetic; cheerfully feeding 
guests, hawkers and beggars visiting 
our home, and she never bragged 
about it. Education was important, 
and my father visited my school to 
keep a track of my academic progress.  
There was also a time slot for outdoors. 
Participation in community programs 
was encouraged and I regularly sang 
and danced in the summer cultural 
fests in our colony. 

Vacations were exciting, as �lms 
were screened on the white walls of our 
building, and we’d have relatives visit-
ing us from as far as Bombay. Vacations 
were eventful and engaging, our father 
taking us on tours using his LTC entitle-
ment.

I think vacation is a time to re�ect, 
reconnect and refurbish our lost bliss 
and values. The innocence, camara-
derie and simple joys of the bygone 
days must be recreated in this summer 
break. Don’t waste your vacation!    

In today’s va-
cations, people 
hardly visit 
relatives and 
go on annual 
family tours to 
another state. 
The familial 
bonding has 
weakened, 
and children 
do not explore 
outdoors
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language, religion and cultures of the 
people of the country, but in accepting 
that these di�erences do not matter 
when it comes to the unity of the coun-
try.  As a matter of fact, one should be 
proud of these di�erences, since they 
signify a lineage, not only of a genealo-
gy and appearance but of cultures and 
traditions.

S RAGHU KUMAR, Dona Paula

Israel must abandon  
its Rafah o�ensive
Israel has begun its Rafah o�ensive 
in southern Gaza despite internation-

THE INBOX >> I
WB governor readies for 
self awarded clean chit
The West Bengal governor facing moles-
tation charges has embarked on a novel 
method to ‘prove’ himself innocent. He 
has invited 100 people to view the CCTV 
footage but has pointedly excluded 
Mamata Banerjee and ‘her’ police from 
the bidding. People can call a number to 
register their names for viewing the foot-
age, the �rst 100 people to call / mail will 
be accommodated. This is truly laugh-
able ; when the undersigned rung the 
number provided he was informed that 
all slots were �lled. If the governor wants 
to prove his innocence why doesn’t he 
provided the surveillance footage to the 
police. What I foresee is that a select few 
handpicked by the governor himself will 
be shown a doctored tape, they in turn 
will proclaim that there is nothing objec-
tionable seen in the clip and shall award 
the gubernatorial head a clean chit.  If 
he is truly guiltless why is he not sharing 
the tape with the police? This is a unique 
way of getting a clean chit and might 
set a precedent for criminals in future, 
police and courts shall cease to have any 
relevance.

VINAY DWIVEDI,  Benaulim

Pitroda’s harmless 
statement distorted
The vicious reactions to Sam Pitroda’s 
apparently harmless statement on unity 
in diversity, makes one feel that admit-
ting to one’s Chinese or African looks is 
shameful.  It simply is not. Is stating that 
Indians belong to di�erent religions an 
insult to religions?   The virtue lies not in 
rejecting di�erences in physiognomy, 

al opposition and US reluctance. This 
comes a day a�er Hamas had agreed to 
a cease�re proposal. A massive Rafah 
operation will lead to more civilian casu-
alties. Among the city’s huddled masses
are many children, all of them with an 
uncertain future and nowhere else to go.  
While the US and other western powers 
backing Israel are losing their patience, 
Israel is in no mood to pull back. It is 
quite clear that keeping the war going 
is Netanyahu’s preferred way to ensure 
his own survival in o�ce.  International 
leaders must make it clear that he can-
not continue to do so.  Both Israel and 
Hamas must take all steps necessary to 
establish a cease�re immediately.

GREGORY FERNANDES, Mumbai

Shameful repercussion 
of Kejriwal’s arrest
Kejriwal’s arrest will back�re and it will be 
clear if Kejriwal is a crusader or a political 
martyr as it will be a broom, bottle and a 
Capital battle. The BJP may project AAP 
as a corrupt party only because of a fear 
psychosis as they are threatened by 
the rise of the AAP party in many north 
Indian states, and that is why they got 
its supremo and other leaders arrested. 
Not just in Delhi and Punjab, the AAP will 
wrest power in Gujarat and Goa as well. 
Today, it is clear to all that the CBI and 
ED and IT are working at the behest of 
the Union government. It is very clear to 
the people of the country that these high 
pro�le agencies are being used blatantly 
to target the opposition and topple gov-
ernments in non-BJP ruled states, which 
is shameful for a thriving democracy.

DIOMEDES PEREIRA, Corlim

Agriculture could be future for Goan youth
Agriculture has been the main occupation of our ancestors. 
However, farming in Goa has slipped into passive mode with 
focus on more lucrative and less strenuous occupations like 
tourism, mining, construction, besides service sector.  Some of 
the Goa’s main cash crops are cashew, coconut and spices. Al-
sane, tambdi bhaji, bhendi, mancurad mango, khola chillies and 
the like are unique to Goa and some have acquired Geograph-
ical Indication. Goa heavily depends on neighbouring States 
for meetings its requirements of vegetables, dairy products, 
meat and even �sh. The demand for �sh in Goa is so high that 
it needs to get it from other States. Substantial �sh catch of Goa 
goes to export market to fetch good foreign exchange. Many 
absentee landlords leave their lands fallow rather than leasing 
out to cultivators for fear of not getting their land back. Institu-
tional loans, coupled with bene�ts under state schemes, would 
give the much needed liquidity to farmers to tap full potential 
of agriculture. Goan youth are very much interested to take up 
agriculture, but proper agro skilling, orientation, infrastructure 
and handholding is required. Proper marketing and processing 
will surely help Goan farmers.

NEWTON MENDONCA, Aldona

OPEN SPACE >> 

T he Lok Sabha election result in Goa appears to be a tough 
one to call, especially South Goa, even as political pundits 
have picked holes in the inherent shortcomings of the Con-
gress on the all-important voting day. While sections of po-
litical commentators have gone on a fault-�nding spree vir-

tually giving the BJP a clear victory in both seats, the ground reports 
that are emerging have sent out mixed signals. The ‘ifs’ and ‘buts’ 
continue to dominate narratives leaving enough scope for specula-
tions.

Yes, the Congress fell short of expectations on the �nal day, a�er a 
�erce campaign of nearly a month, but their fate cannot be decided 
based on the commonly held beliefs that higher voter turnout is a vote 
against incumbency or a lower vote is a vote against the opposition.

In South Goa, two important parameters are being at the heart of 
the analysis — Salcete and hinterland. The average voting in Salcete 
coupled with an increase of 20,000-plus votes in hinterland areas has 
given an interesting twist to the script. Even a�er considering the plus 
and minus of turnout, one cannot conclude how much the BJP will 
eat into the Salcete vote bank, and how much will Congress pull from 
areas outside Salcete, including Mormugao.

The Congress certainly lacked the wherewithal on the voting day, 
and the void could be seen on the ground with booth-level managers 
and workers not visible in most constituencies. Against this reality, 
the grand old party and its alliance partners uphold the belief that 
there is considerable resentment and anger among people that will 
hold Congress in good stead. This virtually means that Congress has 

le� it on ‘auto-pilot’ mode, without getting 
into the reality that there was an opportu-
nity to consolidate in strongholds by fo-
cusing on voters.

The Congress party may not be wrong to 
see optimism, every party does that ahead 
of result to keep the morale up, but the 
bigger issue is that while the BJP went on a 
massive damage control drive �re-�ghting 
every negative that came along, the Con-
gress cushioned itself with the sole narra-

tive that people’s anger will be visible in the results.
In North Goa, BJP’s Shripad Naik who went into the election as a 

strong favourite got a shot in the arm when Sattari, a BJP stronghold, 
registered a massive turnout. The Congress, which does not hold such 
an advantage in any of the North constituencies, is largely relying on 
the RGP to eat into the BJP vote. The fact that the Congress has not 
made any e�orts to groom leaders and nurture grass-root workers in 
the taluka is a di�erent story.

Back in the South, Congress must take some solace in the fact that 
BJP leaders exuded mixed emotions as voting progressed. Curchorem 
MLA Nilesh Cabral spoke of how the Church dictated a narrative to
its �ock, and Nuvem MLA Aleixo Sequeira brie�y mentioned how 
certain priests went beyond their priestly duties. To top it all, Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant had to rush to Moti Dongor at Margao MLA 
Digambar Kamat’s call when he was told that the Muslim voter was 
turning “hostile”.

The race for the South Goa seat is far from over despite all the loose 
ends le� by Congress. For sure, this election will provide crucial an-
swers on whether people are disenchanted and angry, or whether 
they have given an endorsement to the development plank of the BJP. 
June 4 will tell.

Odds favour BJP, but
Congress still in the
game in South Goa  

For sure, this election 
will provide crucial 
answers on whether 
people are disenchanted 
and angry, or whether 
they have given an 
endorsement to the 
development plank of 
the BJP  

Friday May 10, 2024

PROF. MANOJ SUMATI R. BORKAR

>Author is a senior 
academic and 
reputed biologist

Relaxation of wedding
timings will be music to ears

In the wake of demand for allowing playing of music until midnight for wed-
ding events, Chief Minister Pramod Sawant on Wednesday reportedly said 
that the state government is working on grant of permission for music to be 

played beyond 10 pm and that the Goa State Pollution Control Board is seized of 
the matter. As it comes under the Central Act the existing law requires tweaking. 
It seems necessary to di�erentiate between music being played for wedding re-
ceptions held indoors and those held in open-air venues.  It is pertinent to note 
that in the past music was played at wedding receptions till the wee hours of 
the morning. Loud music is allowed till midnight during the festive Christmas 
season. Relaxation of sound restriction till midnight will give a further boost for 
Goa as a wedding destination. It is learnt that former chief minister Churchill 
Alemao has reportedly said that the Catholic community’s unique culture ne-
cessitates more hours at the wedding reception venue compared to other com-
munities. Relaxation of the sound restriction will be a win-win situation for the 
guests, the hosts and wedding planners.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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The recent move of 
the Insurance Regu-
latory and Develop-

ment Authority of India 
(IRDAI), the insurance 
regulator, to help senior 
citizens and those with 
pre-morbid conditions is 
expected to make health 
insurance premiums go up 
by 10-15%, according to re-
ports quoting experts. 

From 1April 2024, IRDA 
has updated the defini-
tions of the pre-existing 
condition and moratorium 
period (MP) in health in-
surance policies. While 
the waiting period forpre-
existing disease (PED) cov-
erage in health insurance 
policies has been reduced 
from four years to a com-
pulsory three years, the 
moratorium period has 
beenshortened from 96 
to 60 months. Insurance 
companies enforce a “no 
look back” policy during 
this period.

The move comes at a 
time when consumers 
are struggling to get their 
health claims processed. 
Almost one-third or 1.6 
lakh cases out of total 5.5 
lakh pendingconsumer 
complaints received by the 

department of consumer 
affairs are of the insurance 
sector, participants at a 
roundtable on Consumers 
and the InsuranceSector, 
organised last year, were 
told. 

In the latest LocalCircles 
survey, 43% citizens who 
filed a health insurance 
claim in the last three 
years explicitly indicated 
that they had difficulty 
in getting it processed. 
Complaints ranged from 
outright rejection to ex-
clusions to deduction and 
most commonly,delays. 

The situation is so bad 
that in many cases, pa-
tients spend 8-12 hours 
on their last day after be-
ing ready for discharge to 
actually get discharged 
as theyare waiting on the 
insurance claim to be pro-
cessed. Doctors and hospi-
tals owners are a frustrat-
ed lot as well as the patient 
is occupying a room which 
can beused to admit and 
treat another waiting pa-
tient.

With hundreds of health 
insurance policy holders 
raising concerns about 
rising health insurance 
premiums, LocalCircles, 
a community social media 
platform through a new 
survey attempted to un-

derstand how much their 
premiums have increased 
by in the last 12 months. 

The survey received over 
11,000 responses from 
personal health insurance 
policyholders located in 
324 districts of India. 67% 
respondents were men 
while 33% respondents 
were women. 39% of re-
spondents were from tier 
1 locations, 30%were from 
tier 2 locations while 31% 
were from tier 3, 4 and ru-
ral locations.
The survey asked owners 
of personal health insur-
ance policies, “How much 
has your annual health 
insurance premium in-
creased in the last  12 
months?” 
Out ofthe 11,000 health 
insurance policy owners 

who responded, 52% indi-
cated that their premium 
has increased by over 25% 
in the last 12 months. 
In fact, 21% ofhealth in-
surance policy owners in-
dicated that the increase 
in premium was 50% or 
more in the last 12 months 
while 31% indicated that it 
has risen by 25-50%. Ofthe 
remaining respondents, 
31% indicated an increase 
of 10-25%; while 2% indi-
cated 0-10% increase in 
premium rates; 15% denied 
any increase in premium

A comparative study with 
the survey results of 2022 
shows that the personal 
health insurance policy 
owners who had seen an 
increase in their premium 
by over25% has dipped 
from 62% in 2022 to 52% 

this year.  2022 was an 
year marked with heavy 
increases in health insur-
ance premiums as many 
insurance companieswere 
projecting another wave of 
COVID in 2022-23 and had 
increased premiums in an-
ticipation.

In summary, personal 
health insurance policy 
holders are deeply con-

cerned with a significant 
rise in premium in 2024 
after already experiencing 
high double digitincreases 
in the last 2 years. While 
on the premium front, the 
insurance companies want 
a hefty increase each year, 
the claims processing con-
tinues to beinefficient with 
1 in 2 who files a health in-
surance claim struggling. 

It is time IRDAI steps in to 
rationalize the increase in 
premiums along with pro-
cessing of claimsso health 
insurance becomes citizen 
centric.

The study received 11,000 
responses health insur-
ance policy holders located 
in 324 districts of India. 
67% respondents were 
men while 33% respon-

dents w erewomen. 39% 
of respondents were from 
tier 1 locations, 30% were 
from tier 2 locations while 
31% were from tier 3, 4 and 
rural locations. The survey 
wasconducted via Local-
Circles platform, and all 
participants were validated 
citizens who had to be reg-
istered with LocalCircles to 
participate in this survey.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

personal health insurance cost in the last 12 months: Study 
52 per cent of policy holders surveyed said their premium has increased by over 25 per cent 
in the last twelve months, according to LocalCircles.

India News Survey
Survey on KL Rahul LSG Date: 9th MAY 2024

Male: 94% Male: 6%

Q-1 Lucknow Super Giants’ Honor Dr. Sanjeev Goenka conducted KL Rahul’s class in the middle ground, your opinion

A- Extremely disrespectful behavior 42%

B- Unprofessional method 26%

C- Right to team honor 15%

D-Can’t say 17%

Q-2  What is your opinion about KL Rahul’s performance in IPL 2024?

A- Failed as captain 7%

B- failed as a player 3%

C- worse than expected performance 28%

D- better performance 56%

E-Can’t say 6%

Q-3 Has the respect of players fallen due to the auction process in IPL?

A-yes 70%

B-no 29%

C-Can’t say 1%

Q-4  What is the biggest controversy of IPL 2024?

A- Insult of KL Rahul 17%

B- Captaincy controversy of Mumbai Indians 20%

C- Umpire’s wrong decisions 51%

D-Can’t say 12%

India News Survey
Survey on 2024 Election Date: 9th MAY 2024

Male: 95% Male: 5%

Q-1  What is your opinion on Navneet Rana’s 15 second statement?

A- Hate speech 20%

B- Threat to Muslims 16%

C- General statement 42%

D-Can’t say 22%

Q-2  Whom do you hold responsible for election campaign on the basis of religion?

A- Asaduddin Owaisi 34%

B- Madhavi Lata 15%

C- Navneet Rana 20%

D-Can’t say 31%

Q-3  Which party is doing the politics of polarization the most in the 2024 elections?

A-BJP 37%

B-Congress 46%

C-AIMIM 3%

D- Regional parties 8%

E-Can’t say 6%

Q-4  What is your opinion on the action of the Election Commission in cases of hate speech?

A-Commission is strict 41%

B- Delay in action 30%

C- biased attitude 24%

D-Can’t say 5%

•   �21% of health insurance policy owners 
indicated premium increased by 50% or 
more

•  �  31% indicated that health insurance 
premium has risen by 25-50%

•  � With 43% who filed health insurance 
claims in the last 3 years saying they 
had difficulties in processing, many are 
raising questions aboutfurther increase 
of premiums



Towards the middle 
of next month, the G 
7 will be held at Fa-

sano, a scenic Italian town 
overlooking the Adriatic Sea 
in the province of Brindisi in 
the southern part of that na-
tion. Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni has already sent out 
an invitation to the person 
with whom her photograph 
at the climate change sum-
mit held in Dubai in De-
cember 2023 had created a 
social media buzz: Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The results of the 
Parliamentary elections 
currently underway are 
not known as yet, but Ms 
Meloni has probably done 
her calculations based on 
feedback from the Italian 
embassy in New Delhi and 

estimated the chances of Mr 
Modi’s return as extremely 
high. India should welcome 
the invitation but there is no 
need for too much hype or 
excitement over it as there 
are very many guests at the 
G 7 table.

The G 7 no longer com-
mands the kind of respect 
it once did. Three decades 
ago it commanded a major 
chunk of the world’s GDP 
share. Thereafter economic 
power has shifted to Asia 
and its contributions to the 
world’s GDP have fallen 
drastically, so much so that 
the BRICS nations have 
overtaken the G 7 share of 
global GDP in PPP terms. 
According to estimates 
made in January 2024 the 
BRICS now holds 32 percent 
of the world’s GDP com-
pared to 30 percent held by 
G 7. As BRICS expands in 
the foreseeable future this 
divergence is going to only 
increase, especially if the G 
7 remains static. For some 
time now, serious reflection 
has therefore been going on 
internally within the G 7 as 
to whether an expansion 
would lend it greater cred-
ibility and clout. 

Last year after the G 20 
show came to an end in Sep-
tember 2023, two months 
later, in November 2023 an 
important article titled ‘It’s 
Time for the G 9’ was pub-
lished at the Carnegie En-
dowment for International 
Peace. Ronald A Klain, the 
author, has served as the 
White House Chief of Staff 
till the end of 2023. Mr Klain 
pointed out, inter-alia, that 
for the past fifty years for 
the United States the ‘core 
team’ has been the other G 
7 members namely Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, the 
UK and Japan. He argued in 
favour of including two oth-
er Asian countries namely 
South Korea and Australia 
within G 7 thereby convert-
ing it to G 9. The advantage 
of adding Australia, he 
pointed out, is that it would 
be adding a country with a 
GDP as large as South Ko-
rea’s but additionally vastly 
increase the G 7’s geograph-
ical coverage. 

Another advantage of 
adding South Korea and 
Australia is that the group 
would then no longer re-
main so Eurocentric since 
there is currently only Ja-
pan, from Asia in the group. 
There is no doubt in any-
one’s mind that power and 
affluence, relatively speak-
ing, has been shifting to 
Asia.

Seeing the growing irrel-
evance of the G 7, another 
school of thought has sug-
gested that the G 7 should 
transform itself into the D 

10 by including South Ko-
rea, Australia and India. 
When the British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson had 
pushed for a D 10, he was 
looking at addressing 5 G 
mobile communications 
and supply chains. Eric 
Brattberg and Ben Judah 
writing for Foreign Policy 
magazine in an article pub-
lished in 2020 suggested 
it be revived with a far big-
ger agenda. The authors 
wrote as follows: Looking 
ahead, the D-10 also offers 
the United States the per-
fect platform to implement 
Biden’s foreign-policy agen-
da should he win—adding 
working groups on secu-
rity, corruption, and human 
rights—and could grow into 
a grouping that either for-
mally superseded or met in 
parallel with the G-7.

With respect, as on date, 
there are problems with 
both the proposals. The 
problem with a G 9 is that 
by not including any mem-
ber of the global south, any 
impartial external observer 
looking at such a potential 

expansion with a dispas-
sionate eye will see that it 
is simply more of the same. 
It is therefore in danger of 
being perceived as an elit-
ist alliance by the rest of the 
world.  Poor countries have 
also not forgotten how the 
West, even with its deep 
pockets only thought about 
its own self-interest during 
the COVID crisis. India, in 
contrast, was far more gen-
erous. Nearly fifteen million 
doses were gifted free of cost 
to as many as 98 countries 
around the world.

The idea of the D 10 seems 
somewhat  anomalous 
given the apparent inabil-
ity on the part of the US to 
handle pro-Palestine stu-
dent protests across the 
country. Mr Biden’s recent 
remarks about xenophobia 
in Japan, India, China and 
Russia were also hastily 
formulated, inaccurate and 
certainly not indicative of 
a team-building approach. 
Lumping together Japan 
and India with whom the 
US has a completely differ-
ent equation with Russia 

and China was brash and 
unwise. There is also the 
possibility, if not probabil-
ity, of Donald Trump’s likely 
return at the end of the year 
and a consequent straining 
of traditional ties with Eu-
ropean nations.

Perhaps the G 7 strategists 
need to think out-of-the-box 
and only invite India to be a 
member. This may of course 
annoy loyal partners such 
as Australia and South Ko-
rea but it will, on the other 
hand, visibly improve the 
G 7’s or rather G 8’s stand-
ing in the world. It will also 
immeasurably enhance 
Giorgia Meloni’s standing at 
home in Italy and in Europe 
were she to successfully 
lobby with the rest of the 
group for an invitation to be 
extended to India, and then 
for India to accept such an 
invitation.

It will be somewhat like 
what India accomplished 
when it invited the African 
Union to join the G 20. Not 
only the countries in the 
global south, but the world 
applauded India’s initiative. 
The G 20 – sorry, shouldn’t 
that be G 21 now? – summit 
will now be held Rio de Ja-
neiro in Brazil a month or so 
after the G 7 has concluded.
(Rajesh Talwar, the author of 
forty books spanning multiple 
genres, has served the United 
Nations for over two decades 
across three continents. His 
most recent book is titled ‘Har-
vard, Oxford and Cambridge: 
The Past, Present and Future of 
Excellence in Education.’) 

Peace in the Middle East is 
not only to the humane ben-
efit of Israelis and Palestin-
ians. But the conflict settled, 
sustainably between these 
two great people can be the 
lynchpin to broader peace 
in the Middle East, prevent-
ing oil prices going through 
the roof and devasting the 
world economy to enhancing 
wider regional integration, 
broadening prosperity. All 
such peace dividends could 
mean consumers in India to 
even small businesses to face 
better outcomes or protec-
tion on energy prices at the 
gas pump to kitchen gas to 
food stand energy. As well, 
without peace but more es-
calation, there could be col-
lateral damage to farmers 
on fertilizer costs, produce 
prices and on many items 
that have a serious energy/
oil cost component as many 

do relative to inflation. Just 
think, Gerald Celente, a well-
established forecaster in his 
Trends Journal predicts that 
if serious war breaks out in 
the region, oil prices per bar-
rel could elevate to a whop-
ping 130 US dollars, plus per 
barrel that would seriously 
undermine profoundly those 
on marginal incomes and 
might lead to an economic 
depression. On the flip side, 
Indians may gain better em-
ployment both in India and 
regionally, resulting from the 
Middle East which produces 
at least 30 percent of world’s 
exported oil, not escalat-
ing to war over or related to 
Palestine Gaza turmoil. Not 
to forget, it was bad enough 
before Iran very recently 
and without precedent shot 
off 300 drones and missiles 
against Israel. 

So, indeed getting a long 
term solution to the Pales-
tinian-Israeli conflict, there-
by  cooling off escalation, by 
moving to a durable two state 
solution is relevant to almost 
every Indian in the end. But 
to get there certain realism 
must be looked at with open 
eyes. 

The two state solution of 
the inter-recognition by the 
Israel state and a new Pal-
estinian one of each other’s 

indisputable sovereignty, 
consistent to UN resolutions 
is generally well adhered to 
by by the West, as well as 
the Global South and even 
by China’ and Russia. This is 
particularly so with the ratio-
nale behind it to prevent the 
recurrence of such mass ter-
rorism igniting conflict in the 
region as Israel, experienced 
on October 7 by Hamas 
pushing for a Palestinian 
one state by trying to cripple 
Israel towards unhinging, 
and eventually swallowing 
it up. Rather, supporting the 
two state peaceful approach, 
instead is the general wis-
dom by India, its PM and as 
seen by the forward looking 
EAM, Dr S. Jaishankar. 

Consistently, a Quad mem-
ber leader, Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese  
somewhat recently stated in 
Australian news, “None of 
us should abandon hope in 
the ultimate goal: a two-state 
solution, with Israelis and 
Palestinians living securely 
and prosperously within 
internationally recognised 
borders.” From another such 
Quad partner, US President 
Joe Biden, according to AA 
news, “Look, I made it clear 
to the Israelis, to Bibi (Netan-
yahu, Israel PM) and to his 
war cabinet that I think the 
only ultimate answer here 
is a two-state solution.” But 
after almost 75 years of such 
a proposal not coming into 
force, what can be done?

Firstly, UN resolutions on 
the two state solutions  of 
1948 and 1960s generally  
represent firm foundations. 
But  more recent consider-
ations are needed, that of 

Israel being much more de-
veloped, militarily and eco-
nomically than back then, as 
well its financial and techno-
logically advanced allies. In 
these lights, West Jerusalem’s 
views on peace take on more 
realpolitik gravitas, or least 
importance, even if some 
seem unrealistic. Israel’s re-
spect is reinforced  not only 
by Delhi’s attitude, but by 
the current generation of 
most Gulf State leaders who 
have been recognizing Israel, 
overall as now a permanent, 
well- developed presence, 
close-by that cannot be ig-
nored, seriously boycotted 
or attacked and certainly 
not destroyed or taken over. 
The days of the Yom Kip-
pur war in 1973, when Arab 
states could think they could 
make Israel disappear are 
no more. This is one reason 
that the Abraham accords 
were signed by Israel with 
Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates and Morocco rec-
ognizing Israel, as well. And 
that relations were warming 
up with Saudi Arabia. But 
those critically improving 
developments will only con-
tinue with the declaration 
fully of sustainable Palestin-
ian statehood. 

In continuing with this 
realism, let us look at a sub-
stantial barrier to peace more 
closely. Tehran and Hamas 
want the one state solution 
to the Palestinian-Israel con-
flict where Palestinians take 
over Israel. This goes against 
the face of hard facts of “for-
tress” well-off Israel, and the 
kind of inclusive thinking the 
Narendra Modi government 
is leading globally. It could 

be well argued that this anti-
Jewish/anti-Israel approach 
by Hamas has represented 
lost time for making peace 
and more prosperity for 
Palestinians and the whole 
region. Hamas, Tehran and 
other key players, therefore 
will have to abandon such a 
one state approach. But that 
means Iran may need to be 
provided more incentives 
rather than the West does 
of mostly applying bigger 
and bigger sticks, like bru-
tal sanctions over carrots. 
At least  to encourage Iran 
to make it less interesting 
for its regional proxies like 
Hamas and Hezbollah to 
be stone wall resistant and 
even violent and chaotic to 
the two state idea - as well, 
as Iran, itself with its direct 
conflagration generating at-
tacks on Israel.      

But on the positive side, at 
least a Palestinian Author-
ity on the West Bank was 
established that did not try 
to threaten Israel. But that 
authority must be given the 
power and credibility rein-
forced by the US-led West to 
be more independent, com-
petent and backed up by 
sizeable resources, including 
a well-trained defence force 
to deal with internal secu-
rity problems eventually in-
cluding.on managing Gaza. 
Hamas relatively de-fanged 
of its military arm and prov-
en lack of wisdom in bla-
tantly publicly espousing of 
the demise of Israel might 
be now more realistic - or at 
least, less potentially damag-
ing to real peace. So should 
Israeli Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu be more realistic 

about the idea of completely 
wiping out Hamas as an or-
ganization and not even let-
ting its non-military civilian 
parts like medical and health 
care to be under (or part) of a 
Palestinian authority?   

But the issue of Israel set-
tlers on the West Bank re-
mains a real major hurdle 
to peace, most of whom are 
zealously adhering to the 
Greater Israel, one state 
idea of even further grossly 
marginalizing Palestinians. 
Either some special zones 
for their protection and par-
tial autonomy are needed to 
be looked at to ensure their 
protection or considerable 
compensation provided 
for their transplantation 
to Israel -  or back, into the 
United States from which 
many have come? Bulldoz-
ing settlements  away will 
not work but create a new 
civil war in Israel to add to 
the region’s misery?

The good news for Indi-
ans as a consolation is if 
the situation in the  Middle 
East much worsens, it is 
that the Modi leadership of 
greatly reducing poverty in 
the country and managing 
the nation’s fiscal and mon-
etary resources  effectively 
will provide a cushion and 
proper defences against any 
overflowing chaos from West 
Asia. But a two state solution 
based also in the realism of 
today is  the best solution for 
Indians, too. 

Peter Dash writes exten-
sively on geopolitics and 
has lived in the Middle East. 
He studied the region at the 
graduate level at Harvard 
where he was a researcher.

In a world where digital inno-
vation is reshaping economies, 
India stands at the forefront of 
a burgeoning gaming revolu-
tion. With visionary leadership 
and strategic initiatives, Prime 
Minister Modi has catalyzed a 
seismic shift, inspiring millions 
to view gaming not just as en-
tertainment but as a pathway to 
prosperity. His recent engage-
ment with the country’s top 
gamers serves as a testament 

to his forward-thinking vision for a new Bharat – the Viksit 
Bharat, a vision that has garnered international attention. Just 
recently, Angelos Delivorias, an expert from the European 
Parliament think tank, highlighted India’s sustained economic 
growth over the past decade, noting that India’s GDP sur-
passing that of China signifies its emergence as a formidable 
economic powerhouse on the global stage.

Recent Statistics Paint a Compelling Picture: The Indian gam-
ing sector is now the fourth-largest segment in the country’s 
vibrant Media & Entertainment landscape. With a projected 
growth of Rs 388 billion at a staggering CAGR of 20.7%, the po-
tential for economic prosperity is undeniable. India accounted 
for 16% of global game downloads in 2023 Notably, India’s 
contribution accounted for a remarkable 16% of global game 
downloads in 2023, surpassing renowned counterparts like 
the US (7.4% share) and Brazil (7.6%). However, what truly 
sets India apart is its robust ecosystem, talent pool, conducive 

startup-friendly policies, and the unwavering support of the 
government. Under the visionary banner of “Digital India,” 
Prime Minister Modi has championed the cause of gamers, 
recognizing their potential as ambassadors of India’s soft power 
on the global stage.

The Numbers Speak Volumes: Boasting a staggering 568 
million gamers, India ranks second only to China in global 
gaming dominance. This burgeoning community is not merely 
a statistic but a vibrant tapestry of creators, streamers, and 
developers, driving innovation and fostering a sense of ca-
maraderie.

The Growth Drivers: Central to this growth is the govern-
ment’s commitment to fostering an environment conducive 
to investment and innovation. With 100% Foreign Direct In-
vestment (FDI) permitted in the gaming sector, India beckons 
foreign investors to join hands in shaping the future of gaming. 
The establishment of a task force on Animation, Visual Effects, 
Gaming, and Comics (AVGC) by the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting further underscores the government’s com-
mitment to harnessing the immense potential of this sector. 
This includes the creation of a National Centre of Excellence 
(COE) for the AVGC sector to establish international standards 
in skilling, education, industry development, and R&D and 
innovation within the AVGC sector. Moreover, the rise of gam-
ing is not just an economic boon but a societal shift, fostering 
inclusivity and empowerment. With approximately 40% of 
gamers being women, India’s gaming landscape is breaking 
barriers and redefining stereotypes.

The impact reverberates across sectors, catalyzing ancillary 
industries such as fintech, cloud services, and cybersecurity. As 
the gaming industry continues to soar, it presents a golden op-
portunity to drive FDI inflows, employment, and investments, 
propelling India towards a digital-first future. Interestingly, 
from FY20 to FY23, the sector witnessed a remarkable CAGR 
of 28%, underscoring its potential as a cornerstone of India’s 
digital economy. With consistent investments totalling INR 
22,931 crore and the promise of 250,000 job opportunities by 
2025, the trajectory is clear: India’s gaming industry is not just 
a trend but a transformative force. With the right policies and 
regulations in place, there is no doubt that India will come out 
as the frontrunner. As India stands on the precipice of a digital 
revolution, the moment calls for seizing the opportunity and 
harnessing the power of gaming to propel the nation towards 
a future defined by innovation, inclusivity, and prosperity. 
With visionary leadership, unwavering support, and a vibrant 
gaming community, India is poised to leave an indelible mark 
on the global gaming landscape, shaping the digital narrative 
for generations to come. 
Dr. Kirit P. Solanki is an Indian Politician and Member Member of 
Parliament, Lok Sabha.
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Rich Legacy of Gandhinagar 

The Gandhinagar Lok 
Sabha constituency, 
nestled in the heart 

of Gujarat, is a testament 
to India's rich democratic 
heritage. Established in 
1967, this prestigious parlia-
mentary seat has witnessed 
the rise and fall of political 
titans, shaping the course of 
the state's and the nation's 
history. As the nation gears 
up for the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections, Gandhinagar 
finds itself at the epicenter 
of political discourse, draw-
ing attention to its diverse 
electorate and the fierce 
battles that have defined its 
legacy. This is a constituency 
comprising 7 assembly seg-
ments Gandhinagar North, 
Kalol, Sanand, Ghatlodia, 
Vejalpur, Naranpura, and 
Sabarmati. It's an urban-
dominated constituency 
with 79% urban electorate 
and 21% rural electorate. 
The Gandhinagar Lok Sabha 
constituency boasts a diverse 
voter base, encompassing 
urban professionals, gov-
ernment employees, and the 
rural population. Beyond its 
political significance, the city 
is renowned for its cultural 
festivals, verdant spaces, and 
architectural marvels like 
the Akshardham temple. 

From Congress  
to BJP's Citadel
In its early years, the 
Gandhinagar Lok Sabha 
seat was a stronghold of the 
Indian National Congress 
(INC). Somchandbhai So-
lanki, the inaugural Mem-
ber of Parliament (MP) from 
this constituency, served as 
a beacon of Congress' in-
fluence from 1967 to 1977. 
However, the political land-
scape shifted in 1977 when a 
non-congress MP Purush-
ottam Ganesh Mavalankar 
was elected on the ticket of 
the Janta Party. Again, in 
1980, Amrit Mohanal Patel 
from Congress and GI Patel 
from Congress in 1984 suc-
ceeded in winning the seat 
but this was the last time 
Congress attained this seat. 
After that, the seat became 
the citadel of the BJP in 1989 
when Shankersinh Vaghela, 
a member of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), emerged 
victorious, marking the be-
ginning of a new era.

Since that pivotal moment, 
the BJP has maintained 
an unwavering grip on the 
Gandhinagar constituency, 
winning ten consecutive 
elections from 1989 to 2019. 
This unbroken streak is 
a testament to the party's 
deep-rooted connection with 
the electorate and its ability 
to resonate with the aspira-
tions of the diverse populace.

In 1996, Vajpayee contested 
from both Gandhinagar and 
Lucknow. After winning 

from both seats, Vajpayee 
chose to retain the Luc-
know seat. Following this, 
in the by-election held for 
the Gandhinagar seat, the 
Congress fielded Bollywood 
superstar Rajesh Khanna 
against BJP's Vijay Patel but 
lost. In 1998, the Congress 
fielded P.K. Datta, a former 
Director General of Police 
from Gujarat, against Ad-
vani. In 1999, the Congress 
fielded Sheshan against 
Advani, who was serving as 
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and was known for 
his tough stance. Sheshan 
lost but put up a strong fight.

Major Winners 
The Gandhinagar Lok 

Sabha seat has been graced 
by some of India's most in-
fluential political figures, 
leaving an indelible mark 
on the nation's history. Lal 
Krishna Advani, a stalwart 
of the BJP, won the constitu-
ency six times, from 1991 to 
2014, barring 1996, when 
the late Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, another BJP luminary 
and former Prime Minister, 
contested and emerged vic-
torious.

 Advani's six-term tenure 
solidifies Gandhinagar's 
significance in the BJP's 
political narrative, while 
Vajpayee's victory further 
underscores the seat's im-
portance. Additionally, the 
constituency has been repre-
sented by notable figures like 
Shankersinh Vaghela, who 
later became the Chief Min-
ister of Gujarat, and Amit 
Shah, the current Union 
Home Minister and a formi-
dable force in Indian politics. 
Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel, who represents the 
Ghatlodia Assembly seg-

ment within Gandhinagar, 
was among the campaigners 
for Shah.
 Diverse Electorate: A Re-
flection of India's Plurality 
Gandhinagar's electorate is 
a microcosm of India's rich 
cultural tapestry, compris-
ing individuals from vari-
ous religious, caste, and so-
cio-economic backgrounds. 
According to the 2019 data, 
the constituency boasts a to-
tal of 19,45,772 voters, with a 
staggering 86% residing in 

urban areas and 14% in ru-
ral regions.

The religious composition 
of the constituency is Hindu 
dominant, with Hindus con-
stituting 92.86% of the popu-
lation, followed by Muslims 
(4.1%), Jains (2.21%), Chris-
tians (0.58%), Sikhs (0.19%), 
and Buddhists (0.06%). Ad-
ditionally, Gandhinagar is 
home to a significant Sched-
uled Caste (SC) population of 
8.3% and a Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) population of 1.4%. (As 

per 2019 )
 This diversity in the elec-

torate presents a unique 
challenge for political par-
ties, requiring them to craft 
inclusive and nuanced strat-
egies that resonate with the 
aspirations of various seg-
ments of the population.

 Congress' Fading Foothold 
Despite its early dominance 

in Gandhinagar, the Con-
gress party has struggled to 
regain its foothold in recent 
times. In 2014, LK Advani's 

victory was resounding, 
with a total of 773,539 votes 
in his favor. His Indian Na-
tional Congress (INC) coun-
terpart, Kiritbhai Ishvarbhai 
Patel, trailed significantly 
behind, underscoring the 
BJP's dominance in the con-
stituency. Fast forward to 
2019, in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the party's candidate, 
Chatursingh Javanji Chav-
da, garnered only 26.6% of 
the votes, while Amit Shah 
secured a resounding vic-

tory with 69.58% of the vote 
share. He won by a huge 
margin of over 5.5 lakh votes.

This setback for the Con-
gress highlights the party's 
waning influence in a once-
stronghold, as the BJP's 
grip on the constituency 
has only strengthened over 
the years. The BJP's ability 
to connect with the diverse 
electorate, coupled with its 
development-focused agen-
da and the charisma of its 
leaders, has contributed to 
its sustained dominance in 
Gandhinagar.

Emerging  
Challengers

The Gandhinagar Lok 
Sabha seat holds immense 
importance for the BJP, serv-
ing as a symbolic bastion of 
its political might in Gujarat. 
The party's unbroken win-
ning streak since 1989 has 
solidified its dominance in 

the state, and the constitu-
ency has become a source of 
pride for the BJP's cadres.

Moreover, the seat's diverse 
voter base, comprising both 
urban and rural popula-
tions, presents an opportu-
nity for the party to show-
case its inclusive agenda and 
broad appeal. 

By retaining Gandhinagar, 
the BJP not only reinforces 
its commitment to the people 
of Gujarat but also sends a 
strong message about its un-
wavering political prowess.

However, the BJP's domi-
nance is not without chal-
lenges. 

The Congress, buoyed by 
its historical presence in 
the state, may seize the op-
portunity to reclaim its lost 
ground by fielding a strong 
candidate with deep lo-
cal roots. Additionally, the 
entry of the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) into Gujarat's 
political arena could poten-
tially disrupt the traditional 
power dynamics, adding an 
intriguing dimension to the 
electoral contest.

 However, Amit Shah is 
more popular as compared 
to his predecessor. As the 
Home Minister, he is en-
gaged in several duties, but 

even after that, he manages 
to attend the event every 
month. Women from his 
family visit the constituency 
frequently to know the con-
ditions and the problems of 
the residents.

Challenges and  
Opportunities
As the nation gears up for 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the Gandhinagar 
constituency will once 
again take center stage. The 
BJP, buoyed by its past suc-
cesses and the incumbent 
Amit Shah's popularity, is 
expected to mount a formi-
dable campaign. However, 
complacency could prove 
costly, as the Congress and 
other emerging political 
forces may seize the oppor-
tunity to challenge the BJP's 
dominance. 
This time the Congress field-
ed its  All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) secretary 
Sonal Patel who contested in 
the Gujarat Assembly 2022 
election from Naranpura but 
lost.

For the Congress and the 
AAP, the road ahead is ardu-
ous, but not insurmountable. 
By presenting a compelling 
vision for development, ad-
dressing the concerns of 
the diverse electorate, and 
capitalizing on any poten-
tial dissatisfaction or anti-
incumbency sentiments, 
these parties may yet reclaim 
a foothold in Gandhinagar.

As per data from the Elec-
tion Commission of India, 
in the 2019 Lok Sabha Elec-
tions, Gandhinagar had 
a total of 1,945,772 voters. 
Among them, 1,004,291 
were male, 941,434 were 
female, and 47 identified as 
third gender. Additionally, 

there were 8,637 postal votes 
and 623 service voters (584 
men and 39 women).

In the previous election 
of 2014, Gandhinagar had 
1,733,972 voters. Of these, 
900,744 were male, 833,210 
were female, and 18 belonged 
to the 'others' category. 

There were also 8,358 
postal votes and 895 ser-
vice voters (723 men and 172 
women).

In the Lok Sabha elections 
held in Gandhinagar, 14,214 
individuals opted for the 
"None of the Above" (NOTA) 
option on their ballots in 
2019, constituting 1.11% of 
the total voters. Similarly, in 
2014, 12,777 voters, account-
ing for 1.12% of the total, 
chose the NOTA option in 
the same constituency.

Gandhinagar  
Voter Turnout
During the 2019 Lok Sabha 
Elections, 12,84,090 valid 
votes were cast, marking a 
turnout of 65.99%. In com-
parison, the 2014 elections 
saw 11,35,495 valid votes, 
with a turnout of 65.49% in 
this constituency."
As the nation eagerly awaits 
the results of the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections, In the high-
stakes political battleground 
of Gandhinagar, a fierce con-
test has unfolded between 
the Congress party's spirited 
challenge and the formidable 
incumbent, Amit Shah of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
With voting concluded on 
May 7th, the nation now 
finds itself in a state of bated 
breath, anxiously await-
ing the results set to be an-
nounced on June 4th.

Political pundits and ana-
lysts have painted a daunt-
ing picture for the Congress, 

suggesting that toppling 
Shah, the current Union 
Home Minister, from his 
stronghold in Gandhinagar 
will be an uphill battle. 
Shah's towering reputa-
tion, coupled with the BJP's 
deep-rooted connection with 
the constituency's diverse 
electorate, has solidified his 
position as the frontrunner.

However, the Congress 
party has left no stone un-
turned in its pursuit to re-
claim lost ground, mounting 
a spirited campaign that has 
resonated with sections of 
the populace.

 As the clock ticks down 
to the announcement of re-
sults, the air is thick with 
anticipation and speculation, 
with both parties leaving no 
room for complacency.

Regardless of the eventual 
outcome, the Gandhinagar 
contest has once again un-
derscored the vibrancy of 
India's democratic fabric, 
where no seat is taken for 
granted, and every vote car-
ries the weight of a nation's 
aspirations.

 It is a testament to the 
enduring spirit of political 
discourse, where ideologies 
clash, strategies are debated, 
and the will of the people 
reigns supreme.

In the days leading up to 
the results, both parties will 
undoubtedly be on tenter-
hooks, with their fortunes 
hanging in the balance. Yet, 
in the grand tapestry of In-
dia's democracy, the Gandhi-
nagar constituency has 
etched its name as a crucible 
of political transformation, 
where the winds of change 
can shift at any moment, 
and where the future of the 
nation is shaped, one vote at 
a time.

The Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency boasts a 
diverse voter base, encompassing urban professionals, 

government employees, and the rural population. 
Beyond its political significance, the city is renowned 

for its cultural festivals, verdant spaces, and 
architectural marvels like the Akshardham temple. 

Established in 1967, this prestigious parliamentary seat has witnessed the rise and 
fall of political titans, shaping the course of the state's and the nation's history.
Vishu Manav/Vijayant 
Shankar
NEW DELHI 

• �Lal Krishna Advani from BJP won in 2009, 2004, 1999, and 1998.
• Vijaybhai Patel from BJP won in a by-election in 1996.
•  Atal Bihari Vajpayee from BJP won in 1996.
• Lal Krishna Advani from BJP won in 1991.
• Shankersinh Vaghela from BJP won in 1989.
• GI Patel from Congress won in 1984.
• Amrit Mohanal Patel from Congress won in 1980.
• �Purushottam Ganesh Mavalankar from Janta Party won in 1977.

List of member of parliaments  
from Gandhinagar
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Abhimeet Sinha And 
Ors.. Versus High Court 
Of Judicature At Patna 
And Ors observed and has 
flagged concerns about the 
absence of a designated au-
thority by the High Courts 
which can be approached 
by the candidates of judi-
cial services examinations 
for seeking clarification in 
case of any doubt.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Hrishikesh Roy and 
Justice Prashant Kumar 
Mishra in the case observed 

and has placed reliance on 
the report of Vidhi Centre 
for Legal Policy titled ‘Dis-
cretion & Delay- Challenges 
of Becoming a District & 
Civil Judge’, thus, the court 
sought for the establish-
ment of the designated au-
thority for a given recruit-
ment process with clearly 
defined roles, functions and 
responsibilities so that can-
didates can approach such 
a designated authority for 
seeking clarification in case 
of any doubt, and would 
assuage the anxiety of the 
candidates to a consider-
able extent.

The court stated that it 
would be apposite at this 
stage to note a few of the 
recommendations which 
are flagged in the December, 
2018 Report of Vidhi Cen-
tre for Legal Policy titled 

‘Discretion & Delay- Chal-
lenges of Becoming a Dis-
trict & Civil Judge’, which 
examined the judicial 
Service Rules of 29 States. 
Therefore, the absence of a 
designated authority that 
can be approached by the 
candidates is flagged in the 
said report. As the same ap-
pears to be valid concerns, 
the concerned High Court 

should notify a designated 
authority for a given recruit-
ment process with clearly 
defined roles, functions, 
and responsibilities. The 
candidates can approach 
such a designated authority 
to seek clarification in case 
of any doubt and the same 
would assuage the anxiety 
of the candidates to a con-
siderable extent.

Other Suggestions Made 
By Court With Regards To 
Judicial Services Examina-
tions The court in the case 
put forth another suggestion 
of providing a basic outline 
of the syllabus for the pro-

posed test to help candidates 
from diverse backgrounds 
plan and to prepare for the 
proposed examination even 
before the examination noti-
fication is being released. 

Adding to it, the court 
stated that the recruitment 
process must adhere to the 
timeline but if there is any 
special and unavoidable 
exigency, the stakeholders 
should be kept informed 
with due promptitude.

Further, the court di-
rected that the judgment be 
brought to the attention of 
the Chief Justice of all High 
Courts.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Arvind Kejriwal v. Di-
rectorate of Enforcement 
was hearing the batch of 
petitions challenging provi-
sions of the CGST Act.

The bench headed by 
Justice Sanjiv Khanna in 
the case observed and has 
expressed that an order on 
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal’s 
interim release from judicial 
custody may be passed on 
Friday.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Khanna told ASG SV 
Raju that as far as the inter-
im order etc. is concerned, 
this court may pass that or-
der on Friday.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MM Sundresh and 
Justice Bela M Trivedi was 
hearing the present matter.

The bench asked Raju to 
start his arguments in the 

GST batch tomorrow. Reel-
ing under the impression 
that Kejriwal’s matter was 
listed tomorrow, Raju said, 

‘Tomorrow, there is Kejri-
wal...’

Further, the bench of Jus-
tice Khanna clarified that 
Kejriwal’s matter is listed on 
Friday, not Thursday, and 
interim order may be passed 
in the case on that day.

It may be recalled that the 
bench comprising of Justice 
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice 
Dipankar Datta is hearing 
Kejriwal’s plea challenging 
the Enforcement Director-
ate’s arrest of March 21.

On the last date, the court 
heard the arguments for 
about an hour on the ques-
tion of interim bail so as to 
enable the AAP chief to 
campaign for Lok Sabha 
elections, but could not 
conclude.

When the counsel, Senior 
Advocate Dr AM Singhvi 

appearing for Kejriwal has 
been questioning the ne-
cessity and timing of Kejri-
wal’s arrest, ASG SV Raju 
appearing for Enforcement 
Directorate, ED has main-
tained that there is evidence 
against Kejriwal and he 
must not be granted benefit 
of interim bail on account of 
elections.

Therefore, the SG Mehta 
has also addressed the court 
on the said aspect, contend-
ing that releasing the AAP 
chief in view of Lok Sabha 
Elections would send a 
wrong message to society 
and demoralize the com-
mon man.

The bench while consider-
ing the submissions made it 
clear that if it directs Kejri-
wal’s release in the interim, 
it would be subject to his not 
performing official duties.

Supreme Court Requests High Courts To Notify An 
Authority Who Can address Doubts And Grievances 
Of Candidates | Judicial Service Recruitment

Supreme Court May Pass Order On 
Arvind Kejriwal’s Interim Bail On Friday

The Supreme Court in the 
case Abhishek Boinpally v. 
Directorate of Enforcement 
observed and has extended 
the interim bail granted to 
Hyderabad businessman 
Abhishek Boinpally in the 
Delhi Liquor Policy case till 
the next hearing date.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and 
Justice Dipankar Datta in 
the case passed the order 

wherein the special leave 
petition is filed by Boinpal-
ly’s against the judgement 
of Delhi High Court of July 
2023 denying him bail.

In the present case, Ab-
hishek Boinpally, a former 
director of Robin Distilleries 
LLP and an alleged middle-
man is among the many 
people being investigated in 
the Delhi Liquor Policy case.

Abhishek Boinpally was 
arrested by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation, CBI 
in October 2022, but one 

month later, got bail in the 
case.

The court observed that 
the said relief was short-
lived as at the same time.

The bench of Special Judge 
MK Nagpal in the case al-
lowed the Enforcement 
Directorate’s plea to take 
Boinpally into custody for 
five days. In October, 2022, 
the businessman went back 
into custody.

F u r t h e r,  A b h i s h e k 
Boinpally approached the 
Special Court and the Delhi 

High Court for bail, but the 
relief was denied by court.

The bench of Special Judge 
held that Boinpally was one 
of the representatives of the 
South Group in the cartel-
ization and played an ac-
tive role in the payment of 
kickbacks as well as their 
recoupment.

Therefore, the High Court 
did not find ground to in-
terfere with the Special 
Judge’s order and dismissed 
Boinpally’s bail plea citing 
‘gravity of the allegations’ 

and ‘credible material on 
record’.

Assailing the order of High 
Court, Boinpally moved the 
Supreme Court, wherein the 
court granted him interim 
bail on March 20 this year.

Accordingly, the court ex-
tended the interim bail on 
April 29 on a mentioning by 
Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal.

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for further 
consideration on the week 
commencing from July 08, 
2024.

The Supreme Court in the case 
Child In Conflict With Law 
Through His Mother Versus 
The State Of Karnataka And 
Another observed and has 
held that the time limit of three 
months prescribed under Sec-
tion 14(3) of the Juvenile Jus-
tice, the Care and Protection 
Act, 2015 for ascertaining the 
mental and physical capacity 
of a child below the age of six-
teen years to commit a serious 
offence is not mandatory but 
directory.

The bench comprising of 
Justice C.T. Ravikumar and 
Justice Rajesh Bindal in the 
case observed and has stated 
that as in the process of pre-
liminary inquiry there is in-
volvement of many persons, 
namely, the investigating of-
ficer, the experts whose opin-
ion is to be obtained, and the 
proceedings initiated before 
the Board, where for different 
reasons any of the party may 
be able to delay the proceed-
ings, in our opinion the time so 
provided under Section 14(3) 
cannot be held to be manda-
tory, as no such consequences 
of failure have been provided 
as is there in case of enquiry 
into petty offences in terms of 
Section 14(4) of the Act.

The court in the case ob-
served and has reasoned that 
where consequences for de-
fault for a prescribed period 
in a Statute are not mentioned, 
thus, the same cannot be held 
to be mandatory.

It has been stated under sec-
tion 14(3) of the JJ Act that, a 
preliminary assessment in 
case of heinous offences as 
stated under Section 15 shall 
be disposed of by the Board 
within a period of three 
months from the date of the 
first production of the child 
before the Board.

The Section 15(1) of the Act 
states that the Juvenile Justice 
Board shall conduct a prelimi-
nary assessment to ascertain 
the mental and physical ca-
pacity of the Child below the 
age of sixteen years to commit 
such offence, the ability of 
him to understand the conse-
quences of the offence and the 
circumstances in which the 
offence is allegedly commit-
ted by him.

The court construed the pro-
vision in a harmonious way 
to make it meaningful, rather 
than interpreting Section 14(3) 
of the JJ Act in a strict sense.

Further, the court stated 
that, in our opinion, the 
guidance as is evident from 
sub-section (4) of section 14 
of the Act wherein enabling 
the Chief Judicial Magistrate 
or Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate to extend the period of 
inquiry as envisaged under 
Section 14(1), shall apply for 
extension of period as envis-
aged in sub-section (3) also. 
Therefore, such an extension 
can be granted for a limited 
period for the reasons to be 
recorded in writing and while 
considering the prayer for ex-
tension of time, the delay in re-
ceipt of opinion of the experts 

shall be a relevant factor. The 
same shall be in the spirit of 
the Act and giving the same a 
purposive meaning.

Adding to it, the court stated 
that, this court approve the 
views expressed by the High 
Court of Madhya Pradesh 
in the case Bhola vs State of 
Madhya Pradesh and the case 
High Court in Delhi in CCL vs 
State, NCT of Delhi, wherein 
the court was dealing with 
the provisions of section 14 
of the Act, the court held that 
the time period prescribed for 
completion of the preliminary 
assessment is not mandatory 
but merely directory in na-
ture.  Further, the court also 
approve the views expressed 
by the High Court of the Pun-
jab and Haryana in the case 
Neeraj and Others vs State 
of Haryana and by the High 
Court of Delhi in X (through 
his Elder Brother) vs State, 
wherein the court expressed 
similar views while dealing 
with the pari materia provi-
sions of the repealed Juvenile 
Justice, the Care and Protec-
tion of Children Act, 2000.

T h e  c o u n s e l ,  M r.  S 
Nagamuthu, Sr. Adv. Mr. 
Sidharth Luthra, Sr. Adv. 
Ms. Sakshi Kakkar, AOR 
Mr. Shakti Singh, Adv. Mr. R 
Karthik, Adv. Mr. T Hari, Adv. 
appeared for the Petitioner(s).

The counsel, Mr. Aman 
Panwar, A.A.G. Mr. V. N. Ra-
ghupathy, AOR Mr. Manendra 
Pal Gupta, Adv. Mr. Shivam 
Singh Baghel, Adv. Mr. Harsh 
Gattani, Adv. represented the 
respondent(s).

The Delhi High Court in 
the case Manish Sisodia v. 
ED, CBI observed and has 
granted further time to the 
Enforcement Directorate, 
ED and Central Bureau of 
Investigation, CBI for filing 
their replies to the bail pleas 
filed by Deputy Chief Min-
ister and Aam Aadmi Party 
leader Manish Sisodia.

In the present case, Man-
ish Sisodia is under judi-
cial custody in the money 
laundering and corruption 
cases related to the alleged 
excise policy scam.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Swarana Kanta Sharma 
in the case observed and 
has listed the matter for 
hearing on May 13, 2024 
after the special counsel, 
Zoheb Hossain appearing 
for the Enforcement Direc-
torate, ED told court that 
the central probe agency 
wanted further one weeks’ 

time to file its response as 
the Investigating Officer, 
IO was in the middle of fil-
ing another supplementary 
prosecution complaint in 
the case.

He stated that, another 
person is in judicial custo-
dy and the proceedings are 
going on in the Supreme 
Court regarding a co-ac-
cused.

The counsel, Advocate 
Vivek Jain appearing for 
Sisodia opposed the request 
wherein stating that ED, 
before the Supreme Court, 
had said that the trial will 
be concluded in the case 
within six months.

It has also been stated by 
him that Sisodia’s fresh bail 
plea filed after dismissal by 
the Supreme Court had 
been adjourned for three 
months and that ED’s reply 
before the trial court has al-
ready been annexed in the 
bail plea.

The counsel, Hossain op-
posed the contention by 

calling it ‘false submission’ 
and said that Sisodia’s bail 
plea in the High court has 
not been pending for three 
months.

On the other hand, the 
counsel appearing for CBI 
also sought one weeks’ time 
for filing reply in the matter.

However, the court said 
that it will only grant time 
to ED and CBI for filing 
their response till this week 
and listed the matter for 
hearing on Monday.

Accordingly, the court 
listed the mater for further 
consideration on May 13, 
2024.

Background of 
the Case:

On February 26 and 
March 9 last year, Manish 
Sisodia was first arrested 
by CBI and Enforcement 
Directorate, ED.

In the FIR registered by 
the CBI, Manish Sisodia 
and others have been ac-
cused of being instrumen-

tal in ‘recommending’ and 
‘taking decisions’ with 
regards to the 2021-22 ex-
cise policy, ‘without the 
approval of competent au-
thority with an intention to 
extend undue favours to the 
licensee post tender’.

It has also been claimed 
by the Central Agency be-
fore the court that the AAP 
leader was arrested because 
he gave evasive replies and 
refused to cooperate with 
the investigation, despite 
being confronted with evi-
dence.

On the other hand, it has 
been alleged by the En-
forcement Directorate, ED 
that the excise policy was 
implemented as part of a 
conspiracy to give whole-
sale business profit of 12 
percent to certain private 
companies, although such 
a stipulation was not men-
tioned in the minutes of 
meetings of Group of Min-
isters, GoM.

Further, it has been 

claimed by the agency that 
there was a conspiracy 
that was coordinated by 
Vijay Nair and other indi-
viduals which being along 
with South Group to give 
extraordinary profit mar-
gins to the wholesalers.

According to the agency, 
Nair was acting on behalf 
of Delhi chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal and deputy 
chief minister Manish Si-
sodia

Manish Sisodia’s bail 
applications in both cases 
were rejected by Special 
Judge MK Nagpal (which is 
now transferred) on March 
31 and April 28 last year.

The Delhi High Court 
then denied bail to Manish 
Sisodia in both cases after 
which Sisodia approached 
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging both these verdicts.

Last Year, In October, 
the Supreme Court re-
fused to grant bail to the 
former Delhi deputy  
chief minister.

Supreme Court Extends Interim Bail Of Hyderabad 
Businessman Abhishek Boinpally: Delhi Liquor Policy Case

Supreme Court: 3 Months’ Time Limit For 
Preliminary Assessment Of Juvenile As 
Per Section 14(3) Not Mandatory | JJ Act

Delhi High Court Extends Manish Sisodia’s Judicial Custody Till 
May 21: Liquor Policy

The Supreme Court 
in the case Prashant 
Singh And Ors. ETC. 

Versus Meena And Ors. Etc. 
observed concerning the 
U.P. Consolidation of Hold-
ings Act, 1953 wherein the 
court held that the Consoli-
dation Officer is not vested 
with the power to take away 
the vested title of a tenure 
holder and grant owner-
ship to some other person 
in the property.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice P.S. Narasimha in the 
case emphasized the duty 
of the Consolidation Officer 
as it is stated under the 1953 
Act stating that the duty of 
a Consolidation Officer un-
der Section 49 of the 1953 
Act is to prevent fragmen-
tation and consolidate the 

different parcels of land of 
a tenure holder and not to 
take away the vested title of 
a tenure holder as no such 
power is being conferred 
upon a Consolidation Offi-
cer to take away the vested 
title of a tenure holder.

The Judgement authored 
by Justice Surya Kant stat-
ed that the power as stated 
under Section 49 of the 1953 
Act cannot be exercised to 
take away the vested title of 
a tenure holder and no such 
jurisdiction is conferred 
upon a Consolidation Offi-
cer or any other Authority 
under the 1953 Act.

It has been stated under 
section 49 of the 1953 Act 
that it contemplates a bar 
to the jurisdiction of the 
Civil or Revenue Court for 
the grant of declaration or 
adjudication of rights of 
tenure holders in respect 
of land lying in an area for 

which consolidation pro-
ceedings have commenced 
before the court.

Further, the court clari-
fied that the section 49 of 
the 1953 Act is a provision 
of transitory suspension of 
jurisdiction of Civil or Rev-
enue Court only during the 
period when consolidation 
proceedings are pending. 

Adding to it, the court 
stated that suspension of 
jurisdiction of these Courts 
through the non-obstante 
provision is only with re-
gards to the declaration 
and adjudication of rights 
of tenure holders. 

The court stated that in 
other words, unless a per-
son is a pre-existing tenure 
holder, the Section 49 does 
not come into operation.

The court in the case 
noted that the provisions 
of the 1953 Act cannot be 
construed as a bar upon the 

Civil Courts to determine 
the ownership rights of the 
tenure holders because the 
jurisdiction to determine 
the ownership over the im-
moveable property could 
only be exercised by the 
civil courts and not the Con-
solidation Officer.

The court in the case ob-
served and has held that the 
power to declare the owner-
ship in an immovable prop-
erty can be exercised only 
by a Civil Court save and 
except when such jurisdic-
tion is barred expressly or 
by implication under a law. 
Therefore, the section 49 of 
the 1953 Act does not and 
cannot be construed as a 
bar on the jurisdiction of 
the Civil Court to determine 
the ownership rights.

In the present case, the 
respondent or plaintiff 
had acquired the ancestral 
rights as a tenure holder. 

He was the co-owner of 
the suit land much before 
the consolidation proceed-
ings commenced. However, 
when the whereabouts 
of the plaintiff were not 
known, the Consolida-
tion Officer took away the 
plaintiff’s ownership or title 
rights in the suit property 
and vested the ownership 
right with the appellant or 
defendant.

The court observed that 
provision does not enable 
the Consolidation Offi-
cer to grant ownership to 
Ramji Lal i.e., the appellant 
or defendant in respect of a 
property, which, before the 
consolidation proceedings, 
never vested in him. The 
Consolidation Officer could 
not take away the owner-
ship rights of Kalyan Singh 
i.e., the respondent or plain-
tiff which he had already 
inherited much before the 

commencement of the con-
solidation proceedings.

It has been stated under 
section 34 of the Specific 
Relief Act, A Suit For Decla-
ration Of Possessory Rights 
Over Property is Not Re-
quired When a Person Be-
comes a Co-Owner Of the 
Property

It has been contended by 
the appellant before the 
court that to claim the pos-
session over the suit proper-
ty, the respondent or plain-
tiff would have obtained a 
decree of possession qua his 
share in the suit land as per 
Section 34 of the Specific 
Relief Act, 1934.

The court while rejecting 
such contentions observed 
that once the respondent 
or plaintiff is held to be co-
owner in the subject proper-
ty, the exclusive possession 
of the land, if any, with the 
appellant or defendant, was 

joint and it was for and on 
behalf of all the co-owners.

The court stated that Kaly-
an Singh i.e., the respondent 
or plaintiff was already 
deemed to be in joint pos-
session of the subject land 
in the eyes of law, hence he 
was not required to seek a 
decree of possession qua his 
share in the suit land.

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the appeal.

The counsel, Mr. S.R. 
Singh, Sr. Adv. Mr. Sushant 
Kumar Yadav, Adv. Mr. Ajay 
Yadav, Adv. Mr. Prateek Ya-
dav, Adv. Mr. Gaurav Lomes, 
Adv. Mr. Prithvi Yadav, Adv. 
Mr. Anurag Singh, Adv. Mr. 
Dhroov Kumar Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Sanjiv Tandan, Adv. Ms. 
Swapnil Singh, Adv. Ms. 
Radha Rajput, Adv. Mr. An-
kur Yadav, AOR Mr. Yash 
Pal Dhingra, AOR Ms. Asha 
Gopalan Nair, AOR Mr. Ro-
hit Amit Sthalekar, AOR 

Mr. Purnendu Bajpai, Adv. 
Mr. Shashank Singh, Adv. 
appeared for Appellant(s).

The counsel, Ms. Abha 
Jain, AOR Mr. Dinesh 
Kumar Garg, AOR Mr. 
Akshat Kumar, AOR Mr. 
M.P. Parthiban, AOR Mr. 
Tanmaya Agarwal, AOR 
Mr. Wrick Chatterjee, 
Adv. Mrs. Aditi Agarwal, 
Adv. Mr. Vinayak Mohan, 
Adv. Mr. A. P. Mohanty, 
AOR Mr. Kavin Gulati, Sr.  
Adv. Mr. Rohit Amit St-
halekar, AOR Mr. Mohith 
Sivakumar, Adv. Mr. Du-
shyant Sharma, Adv. Mr. 
Purnendu Bajpai, Adv. Mr. 
Shashank Singh, Adv. Mr. 
Ankur Prakash, AOR Mohd. 
Saquib Siddiqui, Adv. Mr. 
Amod Kumar Bidhuri, Adv. 
Ms. Srishti Kasana, Adv. Ms. 
Priyanka Singh, Adv. Mr. 
Yudhister Bharadwaj,Adv. 
Ms. Jyoti Sharma, Adv. rep-
resented the Respondent(s).

Supreme Court: Consolidation Officer Cannot Take Away Ownership Of 
Tenure Holder Abd Grant It To Another | UP Consolidation Of Holdings Act
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founder of AliBaba. Both Ma and Son have 
publicly attributed their success to learning 
the lingua franca of the business world.  
English dominates the digital realm, dictat-
ing who participates in globalization and 
who remains on the periphery.

Consider the business processing out-
sourcing sector. India had a head-start as 
early as in the late 80s, but we conceded it to 
the Philippines by 2010. Industry experts 
reckon that the cost of running a call centre 
is similar in both nations, but according to 
the English Proficiency Index (EPI), India 
ranks No. 60, while the Philippines is No. 20. 

In 2017, I saw two major instances of how 
English enables access to the globalized 
world. The first was in Kazakhstan (EPI rank 
No. 104), which held a hackathon to find 
ways to enhance English literacy and adop-
tion among its people to enable them to par-
ticipate in globalization. The second was in 
Indonesia (EPI rank No. 79), where I learnt 
software engineers have poor job prospects 
beyond its four local unicorns, attributable 
to their poor English skills.

Whether by design or default, English’s 
ascendancy in technology continues to 
reshape the world and influence cultures 
globally. This is a testament to the enduring 
impact of language technologies.

communications we take for granted today.  
From pigeon mail, this was quite a leap. 
Think also of Edison’s phonograph, which 
recorded and replayed Mary Had a Little 
Lamb, marking another advancement. Simi-
larly, Alan Turing’s decryption of Germany’s 
Enigma code during World War II was a lin-
guistic feat as much as a mathematical one.

The birth of modern computer science was 
greatly influenced by linguistics and philol-
ogy. In the 1950s, Noam Chomsky coined the 
phrase “Colourless green ideas sleep furi-
ously” to illustrate the difference between 
syntax and semantics, challenging the then-
dominant statistical approaches to grammar. 
Notable linguists since, like Leonard Bloom-
field and Charles Hockett, have agreed with, 
refuted and appended the legacy approach to 
understanding the syntactic structure of lan-
guages, a discussion that paved the way for 
the Cognitive Revolution, integrating psy-
chology, linguistics, computer science, 
anthropology, neuroscience and philosophy.

 At a Dartmouth conference in 1956 which 
sought to explore “how to make machines 
use language, form abstractions and con-
cepts, solve kinds of problems now reserved 
for humans, and improve themselves,” John 
McCarthy introduced the term ‘artificial 
intelligence.’  Fast forward about 65 years, 

I
n February 2024, stock prices in three 
continents hit new highs in a rally that 
should be of interest to linguists, philolo-

gists and others who study languages. Just 
about 15-18 months ago, Web3, comprising 
blockchain and crypto technology, was 
touted as the future and had the attention of 
venture capitalists—until Generative AI 
crashed the party. This wave saw Nvidia’s 
shares soar, as it is a key supplier of chips 
needed for advanced AI processing. But 
what does linguistics have to do with all this?

From the dawn of civilization, every major 
leap in language processing—whether it’s 
printing, transmitting, recording or retriev-
ing information—has significantly altered 
our world. In modern history, it starts with 
Gutenberg’s printing press, which acceler-
ated information dissemination. In the 19th 
century, we deciphered the Rosetta Stone 
written in Egyptian hieroglyphics to under-
stand an entire civilization. By century end, 
we got functional radio and telephone tech-
nology, which laid the foundation of the  

whelmed by the huge variety of prod-
ucts offered by large stores and market 
places? There are a million dresses to 
choose from even if we want only one. 
What if the retailer knew your exact 
preferences, sizes and needs and threw 
up personalized options like a human 
stylist would? The technology exists for 
this, with AI algorithms predicting con-
sumer behaviour with remarkable accu-
racy and tailoring recommendations 
and content to suit individuals. With 
GenAI, marketing messages can be 
crafted for unique individual appeal.

A whole new customer experience: 
GenAI can transform your experience 
while shopping digitally. A personalized 
chatbot based on a Large Language 
Model (LLM) can be your friend and 
shopping guide. Say, you are excited 
about your first trip to Ladakh, but 
apprehensive of the cold there. You 
turn to an Amazon or Decathlon to buy 
warm clothes. You could tell a bot about 
your plan and it will check the weather 
forecast on those dates and help you get 
the gear needed for your Ladakh trip. It 
could even offer travel options and 
health tips. If you wish to continue 
shopping on your way there, you need 
not worry about a spotty telecom net-
work, as many AI-based prediction 
models can smoothen the online expe-
rience. AI can also give AI-generated 

reviews to help you make choices. One 
could also automate and personalize 
content creation for product listings 
and marketing material. All of this 
translates to lower costs and therefore 
also more attractive retail prices.

Operational efficiency and automa-
tion: AI does a lot behind the scenes to 
enable a new experience. It is revolu-
tionizing back-end operations in 
e-commerce, ranging from inventory 
management and product shipment to 
process revisions that reduce errors and 
drive down costs. Autonomous robots 
don’t just reduce human error, they do 
heavy and complex tasks that are diffi-
cult or dangerous. Predictive analytics 
can forecast demand accurately, so that 
stock levels are set to minimize waste. 
AI algorithms can optimize delivery 
routes in real-time, enhancing effi-
ciency and customer satisfaction.

AI can break language barriers and 
expand markets: An exciting possibility 
with GenAI is its ability to transcend 
barriers of language and literacy and 
reach everyone. India has more than 20 
official languages and hundreds of dia-
lects, but most e-com is conducted in 
English, leaving millions of people 
excluded. GenAI can do real-time trans-
lation and use voice and video enablers 
to help people communicate and trans-
act. This means a wider reach and new 
markets for digital market-places. It’s 
clear that AI and GenAI are well placed 
to dismantle barriers in e-commerce, 
making it more inclusive and accessible.

These are some ways in which AI will 
transform e-commerce and realize the 
sector’s dream of providing the best 
products at the most attractive prices in 
the fastest way possible to every human 
being. With AI, we can look forward to a 
completely re-imagined customer 
experience, truly personalized to our 
preferences and budgets. The future of 
e-com underpinned by AI and GenAI is 
not just about technological advance-
ment, it is about reshaping the global 
marketplace in ways we are only 
beginning to imagine.

I
 have often written of the ethical and 
philosophical impact of AI and how it 
will shape our future. Now I focus on 

how AI has reshaped a category which 
touches our daily lives: e-commerce. AI 
researcher and entrepreneur Andrew 
Ng termed AI the “new electricity.” Like 
a general purpose technology, it will 
power society and multiple businesses 
silently and behind the scenes. AI can 
run logistics, factories, social networks, 
search, smartphones and much else. Its 
potential in e-commerce is vast.

As e-com entered our lives with the 
launch of Amazon by Jeff Bezos in 1994, 
AI became a natural fit to make it more 
efficient. From recommendations, 
logistics and warehousing to stock mer-
chandizing and other operations, AI has 
been in use for many years. Amazon, for 
example, is now using AI and Machine 
Learning (ML) to monitor the quality of 
fresh produce like fruits and vegetables. 
Add to it regional-language customer 
support and better search algorithms 
for purchase cues. All this makes shop-
ping convenient for online shoppers. 
With Generative AI and recent advan-
ces in Deep Learning and ML, the 
e-com industry is at the cusp of a major 
transformation. These innovations will 
not just augment but reshape the sector 
from the ground up. Let us explore how:

Personalization at scale: Hyper-per-
sonalization has been the holy grail for 
retailers. Who has not gotten over-

AI can help realize the sector’s dream of enriching our shopping experience in unimaginable ways

JASPREET BINDRA
is a technology expert, author of ‘The Tech 

Whisperer’, and a Masters in AI and Ethics 

from Cambridge University.

Language technologies are still shaping global culture
SrEErAmAn ThIAGArAjAn

A
 visit to Lakshadweep islands off 
the west coast of India is not com-
plete without a dunk in its waters 
for a view of its spectacular coral 
reefs. So goes their reputation as 
a holiday spot. Snorkellers, how-

ever, need to be fore-warned. They now risk 
emerging with faces made pale by the sight of 
bleached coral—evidence of colourful clumps 
of undersea life at risk of being lost forever. As 
reported, researchers at the ICAR-Central 
Marine Fisheries Research Institute have found 
that marine heatwaves since October 2023 have 
resulted in widespread bleaching of coral reefs 
in the Lakshadweep Sea. The fourth instance on 
record till date, this is the most severe. As the 
world warms up, gigantic clusters of polyp 
growth elsewhere that once throbbed with 
marine life have already gone past that stage of 
stress and turned fully skeletal. To conserve the 
natural beauty that Lakshadweep hides under 
its aqua-marine tides, we must choke off carbon 
fumes. That’s a tall order, but at least what we 
are witnessing makes it harder to deny that the 
planet is at threat. The frequency of freaky 
weather, images of shrunken polar caps and 
sense of warmer seasons cannot compare with 
the ecological disaster that we’re watching 
unfold underwater as proof of climate change.

Since most of the heat that’s trapped by the 
‘greenhouse effect’ of our fume-filled atmos-
phere is absorbed by oceans, marine life faces 
the brunt of the early stages of global warming. 
The polyps we find in coral reefs are complex 
life forms. Most of these live in a deep symbiotic 
relationship with tiny algae that cling around as 
nutrient suppliers. The algae’s role involves 
photosynthesis, for which key microscopic 
inputs are provided by corals. The dazzling 

colours that snorkellers love are signals of 
mutually assured health. While cooperation is 
the usual state of affairs, excessive heat can dis-
rupt photosynthesis and take this alliance apart, 
with corals shedding their algae cover in a bid 
for survival that actually leaves them even 
worse starved, without nutritional partners. As 
a coral starves, it turns skeletal, which gives it a 
‘bleached’ white look. Coral reefs are sturdy, 
though. They can recover after long stretches 
of bleaching if heat conditions reverse and 
the algae get back into polyp tissue for photo-
synthesis. Lakshadweep’s heat readings suggest 
a rising risk of large-scale coral bleaching, with 
other species that thrive in coral habitats also 
at threat. While these islands can retain the 
beauty of their beaches as the mercury gauge 
worsens, the same cannot be said of their 
underwater treasures.

Coral-reef degradation finds itself in the news 
only when there’s an event. The Great Barrier 
Reef off the coast of Australia, which has been 
tracked for two decades plus, has recorded four 
mass-bleaching events in the last seven years, 
and its algae losses look set to accelerate. On 
current climate trends, Lakshadweep’s reefs are 
doomed to share that fate. Beyond letting out 
sigh-bubbles of despair, there’s nothing that 
snorkellers faced with heart-break can do about 
it. With or without goggles, we can see right 
before our eyes why humanity has been such a 
malevolent force on the planet. We had hoped 
to keep the world from getting no warmer than 
1.5° Celsius above its pre-industrial average. For 
that, we’d pledged to bend the curve of carbon 
emissions. Sadly, there’s no sign so far of that 
happening. Outright denial is still around, most 
glaringly in America. Could skeletal evidence 
under the sea rattle everyone into acting faster?

Bleached coral should 

rattle the whole world

Coral-reef damage in Lakshadweep offers us stark visual evidence—if any is needed—of 

climate change as a threat. Sadly, we’re nowhere close to bending the carbon-emissions curve

OUR VIEW

www.livemint.com

CONTENT PARTNER

New Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, Kolkata, Chennai, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Chandigarh*, Pune* Saturday, May 10, 2014 Vol.8 No.111 `10.00 in Delhi­NCR/`11.00 outside Delhi­NCR 12 PAGES
+ 20 PAGES LOUNGE

USL’s overseas unit USL
Holdings (UK) Ltd had debt of
`3,267 crore as of 31 Decem-
ber, according to USL financial
statements.

“The sale will result in a sig-
nificant write-off of loan
amounts recoverable by the
company from its overseas sub-
sidiary,” USL chief financial of-
ficer P.A. Murali wrote in a
statement to BSE.

Diageo completed its pur-

TURN TO PAGE 2®

USL bought Whyte & Mackay
in 2007 for £595 million, mostly
funded by borrowings, as the
Vijay Mallya-promoted compa-
ny signalled its ambition to be-
come a global player. However,
the deal significantly increased
USL’s debt and in part drove
down its margins because of in-
terest costs. USL had debt of
`7,793 crore as of 31 Decem-
ber, according to information it
has published. Whyte &
Mackay generates less than
25% of USL’s sales.

BY M IHIR DALAL &

P .R . SANJAI

·························
BANGALORE/MUMBAI

United Spirits Ltd (USL),
controlled by Diageo Plc,

will sell its British whisky busi-
ness Whyte & Mackay to the
Philippines-based liquor com-
pany Emperador Inc. for £430
million (around `4,375 crore)
in a deal that will help India’s
largest distiller reduce its debt
of nearly `8,000 crore.

The sale needs the approval
of the UK’s competition author-
ity, the Office of Fair Trading
(OFT), and Indian regulators.

USL was forced to put Whyte
& Mackay on the block after
OFT raised concerns in Novem-
ber about the impact of Dia-
geo’s acquisition of USL, on
whisky prices in the UK.

OFT had been worried that
the merger between Diageo
and USL may lead to whisky
price increases in the UK be-
cause Diageo, the world’s big-
gest distiller, and Whyte &
Mackay controlled a significant
part of the market.

Diageo’s whisky brands
Bell’s, Johnnie Walker and oth-
ers compete with Whyte &
Mackay’s namesake label and
other brands.
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Indian equities shattered
records on Friday, ahead

of the vote counting due
next week. Share prices
had lurched wildly when
the results of the previous
two national elections were
announced. Smart inves-
tors are already fastening
their seat belts. The Indian
fear index based on the
implied volatility of option
contracts has shot up since
the beginning of April.

These have been good
weeks for emerging market
assets. Several currencies
have rallied. The spreads
between emerging market
dollar bonds and US treas-
uries are now below 300
basis points for the first
time in several months.
Global investors continue
to pour money into emerg-
ing market funds. And the
US Fed has indicated it is
in no hurry to raise interest
rates even as it reduces its
pace of quantitative easing.

All this has happened
despite no sign of sus-
tained economic recovery
in emerging markets, even
as they have reduced their
external vulnerability. And
there are two big risks:
Russian adventurism and
Chinese deflation.

QUICK EDIT

Risks &
rewards
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RECORD HIGHS

Sensex sniffs win for Modi

BY AMI SHAH &

RAVINDRA SONAVANE

·························
MUMBAI

India’s benchmark equity in-
dices surged to new records
on Friday, driven by investor

expectations that exit polls due
on Monday after the final round
of voting in the 16th general
election will confirm a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-led coalition
as the front runner to form the
next government.

The Sensex gained 650.19
points, or 2.91%, to 22,994.23
points. The National Stock Ex-
change’s 50-share Nifty rose
198.95 points, or 2.99%, to
6,858.80 points. Both are record
closing highs.

In intra-day trading, both
reached lifetime highs, the
Sensex advancing 704.45 points,
or as much as 3.15%, to
23,048.49, and the Nifty gaining
211.50 points, or as much as
3.18%, before paring their gains.

Numerous opinion polls have
shown the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) led

by Narendra Modi as the clear
front runner in the general elec-
tion. The exit polls will be broad-
cast after 6.30pm on Monday,
four days before the results are
declared.

“It is all euphoria ahead of exit
poll results,” said Vaibhav Sang-
havi, director of Ambit Invest-
ment Advisors Pvt. Ltd. “Exit poll
results should start trickling in
around Monday evening. There
are expectations that NDA will
be in striking distance of forming
the government.”

According to a survey of 19
brokers, Modi-led BJP may win
more then 230 seats in the Lok
Sabha, Bloomberg said. The
NDA would need 272 seats for a
simple majority in the 543-mem-
ber House.

In an interview broadcast by
Times Now television channel
on Thursday night, Modi said
the BJP would win “a clear ma-
jority and we will be forming the
strongest and most stable gov-
ernment since Rajiv Gandhi’s
government (in 1984)”.

Investors are hoping to see
Modi, who has a reputation of
being a pro-business, market-
friendly politician and a tough
administrator, take charge as
prime minister after the election.

A few dealers, who did not
want to be named, said the find-
ings of some previous exit polls

had been leaked, but Mint could
not independently ascertain this
claim.

“I would think that until the fi-
nal results are out, market will
continue to show this kind of
strength,” said Amisha Vora,
joint managing director at secu-
rities house Prabhudas Lilladher
Pvt. Ltd.

“If at the final results, the NDA
manages to win close to 270
seats, market (Nifty) could even
rise to 7,400 level soon after.
However, if we see a fractured
(verdict), and investors’ worst
fears come true, a major correc-
tion with Nifty tumbling to as
low as 6,200 level is not ruled
out,” Vora added.

Others seem to agree.
“If we see a strong victory for

NDA, market (Nifty) can run up
to 7,800 (level) in the near term,”
said Gautam Chhaochharia,
head of India research at UBS
Securities.

“However, as the results draw
close, there are some doubts as
to how much reliance can one
place on opinion polls. Investor
interest right now is concentrat-
ed in frontline stocks. We are not
seeing broad-based buying,” he
added. “If we see results leading
us to a fragmented government,
market (Nifty) could crash to

TURN TO PAGE 2®

Expectations that exit
polls due on Monday
will confirm a BJP­led
coalition as front runner
for new govt drive surge

Modi signals
BJP rethink on
multi­brand
retail FDI
BY A SIT RANJAN M ISHRA &

SUNEERA TANDON

·························
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP’s) prime ministerial

candidate Narendra Modi sig-
nalled that if elected, his gov-
ernment need not necessarily
reverse the decision to allow
foreign direct investment
(FDI) in supermarkets (multi-
brand retail).

This should bring relief to
foreign retailers, many of
whom feared the worst after
the BJP unambiguously stated
in its manifesto that it was op-
posed to the decision of the
Congress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance allowing foreign
investment in supermarkets.

“The government is a con-
tinuous process. But it is very
unfortunate when the Sama-
jwadi Party creates a district
and the Bahujan Samaj Party
comes and destroys it, the AI-
ADMK (All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam) takes
some decisions and then the
DMK (Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam) comes and overrules
it to make another. The coun-
try cannot run this way. Ma-

TURN TO PAGE 2®

£430 MILLION DEAL

Philippines’ Emperador to buy
Whyte &Mackay from USL

EQUITIES SURGE
In intra-day trading, both the Sensex and 
the Nifty reached lifetime highs, the 
Sensex advancing 704.45 points, or as 
much as 3.15%, to 23,048.49, and the 
Nifty gaining 211.50 points, or as much 
as 3.18%, before paring their gains.
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WEST BENGAL, ODISHA

Probe deposit-taking
firms, SC directs CBI
BY ROMITA DATTA

romita.d@livemint.com
·························
KOLKATA

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day ordered the Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
to launch a probe into the op-
erations of deposit-taking firms
in West Bengal and Odisha, in-
cluding the now-defunct
Saradha Group, a year after it
ran aground and defrauded de-
positors of at least `2,000 crore.

The reasons cited by judges
T.S. Thakur and C. Nagappan
are the inability of the state po-
lice to trace where the money
has been stashed and the pos-
sible involvement of several
politicians and others “wield-
ing considerable clout and in-
fluence”—both in the state and
at the Centre.

“Investigation conducted so
far puts a question mark on the
role of regulatory authorities
(such as) Sebi (Securities and
Exchange Board of India), Reg-

istrar of Companies and offi-
cials of RBI (Reserve Bank of
India),” the ruling said, adding
that the apex court wants the
“larger conspiracy” to be close-
ly examined.

The judges said they formed
their view on the possible in-
volvement of politicians in the
scam on the basis of a submis-
sion made by lawyers for the
West Bengal government, in
which certain names of people
whom the police wanted to in-
terrogate were given in a
“sealed cover”.

The court didn’t, however,
disclose the names. It said de-
posit-taking firms had raised
an estimated `10,000 crore in
West Bengal and Odisha com-
bined, of which Saradha alone
had raised some `2,500 crore.
The estimate was based on a
forensic audit report prepared
by Sebi.

Coming only three days be-
fore the final phase of polling
in the ongoing general election,
the development was widely
seen as an embarrassment for
the Trinamool Congress-led
administration of West Bengal.

It has through months op-
posed the entry of any federal
agency into the probe, but Fri-
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If you really think that 
the environment is less 

important than the economy, 
try holding your breath while 

you count your money.
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Artificial intelligence will impact 
our lives broadly but it can 
completely revolutionize 

e-commerce at the back-end 
even as it gives us a whole new 
online shopping experience .

From personalizing offerings 
to guiding shoppers and from 
widening reach by breaking 
language barriers to raising 

efficiency, AI will reshape the 
business in dramatic ways.

Q U I C K  R E A D

to making us squirm over autocorrect errors, 
language technologies have already 
impacted  us. These have favoured English, 
mostly, amplifying its dominance and affect-
ing our careers as well as national economies.

In 1973, a 16-year-old boy from Kyushu in 
Japan took a flight to Tokyo to meet his idol, 
Den Fujita, then president of McDonald’s, 
who advised him to learn English and com-
puter science. So he moved to California and 
built a first-of-its-kind electronic translator 
with some help from his professors and sold 
it to Sharp for $1.7 million. This was the 

founding capital for what 
would come to be known 
as Softbank. That kid was 
Masayoshi Son. 

By 1999, Son would 
invest $20 million in the 
e-commerce venture of a 
self-taught English 
teacher and translator 
turned dotcom entrepre-
neur from Hangzhou in 
China. This investment’s 
value would balloon to 
about $108 billion by 
2018. The English trans-
lator-turned-entrepre-
neur was Jack Ma, 

past the manned moon landing, rise of the 
internet and robotic rovers on Mars, and we  
saw ChatGPT emerge in November 2022.

The task of getting AI tools to write an 
essay about an imaginary island or create an 
image of a puppy juxtaposed with a teddy 
bear has taken longer than putting a man on 
the moon. The challenge has always rested 
with making computers understand human 
languages, context, hidden structures, sur-
face structures and nuances. 

With advances in Natural Language Pro-
cessing (NLP), we got an Apple Siri as far back 
as 2011, and then Ama-
zon’s Alexa in 2014. They 
were reasonably capable 
of understanding the 
intent behind spoken lan-
guages, but they couldn’t 
imagine, articulate or rea-
son (its simulation at 
least) until now. We have 
used NLP in various 
forms for years. Think of 
voice search, autocorrect, 
grammar checks and pre-
dictive text, apart from 
the suggestions of web-
sites. From helping us 
become more productive 

Every leap in language processing 
has been revolutionary, be it 

Gutenberg’s printing press that 
made information easy to 

disseminate or the language 
models used by today’s AI tools.

Language technologies have 
mostly favoured English and thus 

boosted its global dominance. 
That these continue to reshape 
the world is a testament to their 

enduring impact on all of us.

Q U I C K  R E A D
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AI and GenAI are transforming 
e-commerce from the ground up
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I
f one analyses recent reforms for their eco-
nomic and social impact, the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) of 2016 would rank 
among the top. According to a World Bank 
release (tinyurl.com/25rkm2hs), “[The] estab-
lishment of a modern insolvency regime in 

2016 as part of a comprehensive strategy to reform 
corporate laws paved the way for [India’s jump of] 
14 places to move to 63rd position from 77th, in 
global Ease of Doing Business rankings. As a result 
[of the IBC], the overall recovery rate for creditors 
jumped from 26.5 to 71.6 cents on the dollar”.

One of the IBC’s primary aims is to provide a 
legal framework for dealing with individuals or 
entities unable to meet their financial obligations. 
It seeks to balance the interests of various stake-
holders involved as it facilitates an orderly and fair 
resolution of insolvency that aims to maximize 
recoveries and overall value.

While various ministries, the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) and judiciary 
have worked together to address implementation 
challenges, the most significant indicator of the 
IBC’s effectiveness—economic recovery—has 
somehow shown a drop, of late. A recent report by 
CRISIL states that the recovery rate under the IBC 
fell from 43% to 32% between March 2019 and Sep-
tember 2023. Average resolution time too has 
increased from 324 to 653 days.

A tale of delay: There are several instances of 
delays in the disposal of creditors’ appeals. Some-
times, courts get into the commercial aspects of 
transactions unrelated to legal aspects. The 
Supreme Court (SC) has observed that the com-
mercial wisdom of the Committee of Creditors 
(CoC) cannot be questioned. Rightly so. Once the 
CoC takes a decision on whether to approve a reso-
lution plan or not, it should not be subject to court 
review if no legal provision is violated.

In the Essar Steel matter, the SC observed that it 
is the commercial wisdom of a majority of creditors 
which determines, through negotiation with the 
prospective resolution applicant, how corporate 
insolvency is to be resolved. Similarly, in the SREI 
Multiples case, the SC said that once a resolution 
plan is approved by the CoC, no modifications are 
permissible, unless it is contrary to the IBC’s man-
date. Since the Code’s inception, a total of about 
6,815 insolvency cases have been admitted. Of this, 
some 2,800 are still undergoing resolution under 
its process, with claims worth trillions of rupees at 
stake. While each insolvency case may be unique, 
a few common elements are found to have kept 
recoveries clogged. In February, the Standing 
Committee on Finance observed in its 67th report 
that India’s insolvency process has been stymied 
by delays that far exceed statutory limits. This 
panel found that actual recoveries on the ground 
may be as low as between 25% and 30%.

Expedite insolvency resolutions 
for IBC to shine as a star reform 

Corporate failures need to be resolved speedily not just to curb value erosion but for this reform to meet the promise it held out

THEIR VIEW

DHANENDRA KUMAR

is former chairman, Competition Commission 

of India, and executive director for India at the 

World Bank. 

M I N T  C U R A T O R

PATRICIA LOPEZ

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering 

politics and policy. 

R
epublican-led states keep finding 
ways to challenge the authority of 
the federal government on anything 

that doesn’t line up with their conservative 
worldview. This time, the target is a new 
law that requires employers to provide rea-
sonable accommodations to pregnant 
employees. The Pregnant Workers Fair-
ness Act was a decade in the making, with 
the modest goal of ensuring that pregnant 
employees are given reasonable accommo-
dations to deal with things such as morning 
sickness, doctor-prescribed bed-rest, or 
weight-carrying limits for jobs with physi-
cal requirements. In creating the rules that 
define the law, the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission decided, quite 
logically, that abortion qualifies as such a 
condition. In practice, that means an 
employer would be required to allow an 
employee time off to obtain an abortion.

That set off a firestorm among Republi-
can attorneys general in 17 states, who filed 
a lawsuit to block the rule, incensed at the 
idea that an employer would have to 
accommodate leave for a procedure they 
might personally oppose. The lawsuit, filed 
in federal court in Arkansas, claims that the 
EEOC rule, which takes effect in mid-June, 
is illegal and goes beyond the intended 
scope of the 2022 law—which passed with 
broad bipartisan support.

Never mind that these same attorneys 
general preside over some of the most dra-
conian and restrictive abortion laws in the 
country, forcing women to travel out of 
state for needed reproductive care. Never 
mind that an employer has no business 
passing judgement on how an employee 
decides to deal with a medical issue. There 
are all kinds of reasons a woman might 
choose to, or even need to, terminate a 
pregnancy—not even one of which should 
she have to disclose to her boss.

A conservative majority on the US 
Supreme Court already gave states the abil-
ity to pass abortion curbs unseen in Ari-
zona since the late 1800s. But that’s not 
enough for these AGs. They want to block 
any employer in any state from having to 
comply with these basic protections, even 
states that have chosen to protect repro-
ductive rights. Arkansas Attorney General 
Tim Griffin, who together with Tennessee 
Attorney General Jonathan Skrmetti is 
leading the coalition that filed the suit, said 
in a statement that the rule is “yet another 
attempt by the Biden administration to 
force through administrative fiat what it 
cannot get passed through Congress. 
Under this radical interpretation of the 
PWFA, business owners will face federal 

lawsuits if they don’t accommodate 
employees’ abortions, even if those abor-
tions are illegal under state law,” Griffin 
said. That’s an artful characterization, since 
one state’s laws on abortion should have lit-
tle bearing on someone who seeks an abor-
tion in a state where the procedure is legal. 
And yes, under the new law, an employer 
might indeed face a lawsuit if a reasonable 
accommodation is denied. That’s precisely 
the point, and if anything, demonstrates 
the need for such workplace protections. 

If employers can deny accommodation 
because they oppose abortion, what else 
might they deny based on personal beliefs? 
Time off to recover from a miscarriage? 
Fertility treatments that might result in 
extra embryos? Exactly how much control 
must an employer have over workers? 

Not too long ago, women in America 
could be fired just for getting pregnant. 
That’s how the 1978 federal Pregnancy Dis-
crimination Act came into being. That law, 
however, left loopholes for employers to 
discriminate against pregnant employees.

Now women must contend with being 
penalized at work because they choose not 
to be pregnant. To be clear, the EEOC isn’t 
requiring employers to provide paid time 
off—just time off. The agency is protecting 
the right of pregnant workers to seek their 
own care, regardless of their bosses’ politi-
cal or religious beliefs. And the need is 
obvious. According to the EEOC, about a 
third of the more than 2,000 pregnancy 
discrimination complaints filed in 2023 
stemmed from an employer declining to 
provide reasonable accommodations.

Federal laws and rules exist partly to 
ensure that Americans have certain base 
freedoms no matter what state they live in. 
A war was fought over that principle. These 
Republican-led states are loath to recog-
nize federal authority on any issue that 
runs afoul of their conservative crusade. 
Their seem bent on imposing their will on 
states even beyond their borders. Apart 
from Arkansas and Tennessee, attorneys 
general in the coalition include those from 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Utah and West Virginia. They are 
trying to impose their social mores on the 
rest of us under the guise of [federalism] 
and protecting employers. ©BLOOMBERG

Republicans are trying a new 
way to control women’s bodies

The US party’s agenda on abortion is bent against women’s rights

Anti-abortion gains in America have had a 

ripple effect on legal rights REUTERS

Delays in insolvency resolution may be attrib-
uted to three major factors. Let’s take up each.

First, the admission of cases at the National 
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) sometimes takes a 
long time. As per CRISIL, average delays at the pre-
IBC admission stage increased to 650 days in 
2021-22 as compared to 450 days in 2018-19.

Second, frivolous appeals drag 
the process back, sometimes 
leading to severe erosions of 
asset value. This abuse of judicial 
processes, plus a lack of finality 
within the stipulated period, 
causes undue delays. This was 
highlighted in a recent speech 
by a deputy governor of India’s 
central bank who observed that 
a few parties, including loan 
defaulters, have used court pro-
ceedings to delay resolutions.

Third, the NCLT system has 
a pendency burden of over 
20,000 cases on account of 
capacity constraints that the 
ministry of corporate affairs is 
looking into.

Interpretation issues: While these externalities 
may take years to fix and may require financial and 
operational intervention, the IBC’s effectiveness is 
also impacted by differences of opinion between 
CoC members and the approach taken by insol-
vency tribunals in interpreting the law. In some 
cases, the CoC approved a resolution plan but a 
CoC member or another aggrieved party dragged 

it to an appellate tribunal or higher court. For 
instance, in the Rathi TMT Saria case, the resolu-
tion applicant’s plan was approved by its CoC in 
February 2020. Before it could receive the NCLT’s 
consent, a CoC member filed an application at the 
NCLT, which rejected it in July 2023, only to see 
the aggrieved member go to the NCLAT, which 

also rejected it. It took almost 
three years to get an approval.

The Videocon Industries case 
also faces similar challenges. The 
Mumbai bench of the NCLT 
allowed SBI’s application in 
August 2019. A Vedanta Group 
entity, Twin Star Technologies 
Ltd, submitted a resolution plan 
in November 2020. Although 
the NCLT approved it in June 
2021, it was challenged by a few 
CoC members. This case is now 
pending before the SC in yet 
another example of a long delay.

Considering that the assets 
of an insolvent company can 
deteriorate rapidly, it is crucial 

for the tribunal and its appellate system to observe 
timelines provided under the Code. Persistent 
delays in insolvency resolution have implications 
that extend beyond insolvent companies. Delays 
not only result in value erosion, they impact all 
stakeholders from employees and suppliers to 
small businesses and their dependents. We must 
streamline the process, lest the IBC also goes the 
way of the Sick Industrial Companies Act.

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code rollout in 2016 was among 

India’s biggest economic reforms 
but the regime has been mired in 
troubles as cases pile up even as 
financial recovery has dropped.

The IBC has become a saga of 
delays that can be pinned on 

slow case admission, frivolous 
appeals and judicial overreach. 
We must streamline resolutions 
for the Code to fulfil its purpose. 

Q U I C K  R E A D

SrInaTh SrIdharan aspirations and her financial well-being.
The networked world often glorifies 

material possessions, appearances and sta-
tus badges over practical necessities. Peer 
pressure amplifies the effect, as people 
strive to keep pace with social networks 
where consumption is often self-validation.

Effective parenting includes not only ful-
filling the real needs of children, but also 
teaching them to tell authentic necessities 
apart from fleeting temptations, guiding 
them to appreciate what they have and 
helping them moderate material pursuits.

This clash between tradition and moder-
nity, values and vices, offers scope for rec-
onciliation. For parents, imparting wisdom 
is key, including a sense of accountability, 
empathy and humility that transcends one’s 
possessions. The youth must acknowledge 
the sacrifices that facilitated their comforts 
and also get savvy with personal finance. We 
need to equip the next generation with 
financial-management knowledge as well as 
a sound moral compass.

In the end, creams, dreams and vanity mir-
rors may fade, but the values we impart and 
legacies we leave will endure. These could 
guard against consumption spinning out of 
control as we undergo a youth bulge.

vacations or high-end fashion, keeping up 
with online ‘likes’ fuels a cycle of consump-
tion that places instant gratification above 
good sense and stability. Is it even possible 
to shift the focus from accumulation to con-
tribution, from keeping up with the ‘likes’ to 
nurturing meaningful relationships ?

Priya, a young professional in Bengaluru, 
grew up with frugal parents. Her father Ajay 
would regale her with stories of their mod-
est upbringing in a small village in Rajast-
han, where things were scarce but ingenuity 

was abundant. She 
shrank from those  anec-
dotes of thrift, for they 
sounded out of sync with 
her modern world. 

However, as Priya ven-
tured into the corporate 
sphere, she found herself 
caught between the val-
ues of her parents and 
keeping up with the lav-
ish lifestyles of her peers. 
It wasn’t until she found 
himself drowning in debt 
that Priya realized the 
importance of striking a 
balance between her 

and exclusivity, serving the vanities of a 
generation enamoured of flawless exteriors. 
Dreams, once rooted in resilience and prac-
ticality, now mirror the opulence of pent-
house living and private-jet escapades, stir-
ring aspirations beyond fiscal realism. Van-
ity mirrors, once mere reflectors, are now 
gateways to where one’s worth is measured 
not by one’s character, but by possessions.

For today’s youth, peer and societal pres-
sures form a formidable hurdle to financial 
prudence. The temptation of conforming 
with trends, lifestyles 
and status symbols 
endorsed by peers and 
social-media influencers 
exerts significant influ-
ence, often leading to 
impulse spending and  
choices that go beyond 
one’s means. A quest for 
acceptance and valida-
tion within social circles 
can get in the way of 
sound financial judge-
ment, transforming 
desired lifestyles into 
potential pitfalls.  
Whether it’s extravagant 

current role as parents, many are affluent 
and inclined to give their children lives of 
abundance and opportunities. Yet, this 
well-intentioned affluence seems to perpet-
uate a culture of excess, making it a chal-
lenge to inculcate values of moderation and 
gratitude in today’s youth.

Anita vividly recalls her childhood in the 
1980s, growing up in small-town Uttar Pra-
desh. Money was tight and her parents 
worked tirelessly to make ends meet. 
Resources were scarce, but love and laugh-
ter filled their modest home. Now she finds 
herself in an entirely different world as a 
wealthy parent in Delhi. Anita wants to pro-
vide her children with opportunities she 
never had. But all she feels is a missing sense 
of gratitude that she expects her children to 
have for easy wish-fulfilment. She worries 
about a disconnect between their privileged 
upbringing and the harsh realities of life. In 
moments of reflection, Anita longs for the 
simplicity of her own childhood, where 
happiness wasn’t measured by possessions, 
but by the warmth of family bonds and the 
richness of shared experiences.

Creams and lotions, once modest objects 
of utility found in hand-me-downs and bar-
gain store treasures, now signify prestige 

I
ndia’s growing consumption economy 
hides a worry: the changing dynamics of 
parenting in conflict with how the atti-

tudes and behaviours of younger genera-
tions are shaped. Indian parents are in 
uncharted territory, with children online 
and inundated with consumerist ideals. 
This shift not only threatens parenting as we 
know it, but also makes it harder to foster 
healthy developmental pathways for the 
next generation. So, for a nation that boasts 
of its ‘demographic dividend’ as a strength, 
how much consumption is good for us?

A generational contrast is evident from 
our changing notions of creams, dreams and 
vanity mirrors. Today’s parental generation, 
mostly born in the 1970s and 1980s, has 
weathered an era of scarcity, and lived with 
contentment in the face of constraints 
imposed by limited resources and means. 
Subconsciously, they imbibed a circular-
economy ethos, with thriftiness and sus-
tainability their daily norms. But in their 

We the buyers: Of creams, dreams and vanity mirrors 

is a policy researcher and 

corporate advisor. 

@ssmumbai 

Once-modest creams now 
convey prestige while dreams 
that were rooted in practicality 
have grown extravagant, even 

as today’s vanity mirrors reflect 
materialistic forms of self-worth.

Consumerism has overtaken 
younger generations but the 
values we inculcate in them 

could keep consumption from 
spinning out of control as India 

undergoes a youth bulge.

Q U I C K  R E A D
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HE Telangana police department 
is investigating its own intelli-
gence officials for spying and de-
struction of  evidence collected 
during unauthorised operations 
on political leaders. The change 
in administration resulted in a 

change in how the police function. But no-
body knows what rules and procedures the 
police follow, as there has been no publicly 
available manual for Telangana since its 
formation. The department hasn’t shared 
it even under an RTI request. 

The police across India need to follow 
rules framed by state laws and criminal 
procedure codes. But these very proce-
dures have become invisible over time 
with unaccountable practices emerging 
with no oversight and accountability. The 
Telangana police, in particular, have 
evolved their own procedures with bless-
ings from their political masters. During 
the term of  Bharat Rashtra Samithi, the 
then Chief  Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao 
provided all the necessary resources to po-
lice in return for their allegiance.  

Over the last decade, the Telangana po-
lice have conducted large-scale preventive 
detention of  anyone planning to protest 
under Section 151 of  CrPC. No one could 
dream of  protesting in a state that was 
carved out as a result of  large-scale pro-
tests. Preventive detentions are quite com-
mon, including under the infamous Telan-
gana Preventive Detention Act, which has 
been consistently criticised by the Su-
preme Court. The law is still being used to 
preventively detain people while the Model 
Code of  Conduct is in place. 

The Telangana police are one of  the 
most advanced police departments in the 
world. The need to acquire this capacity 
came as a consequence of  internal secu-
rity threats posed by Naxalism and terror-
ism. The force’s modernisation is of  par-
ticular interest to international investors, 
political leaders and the Union home min-
istry, which closely assisted and promoted 
policing experiments in Hyderabad. 

The experiments created a host of  new 
practices such as cordon-and-search opera-
tions, where the police go door-to-door to 
map the population living in Hyderabad’s 
slums. Under Mission Chabutra, the police 
detain teenagers for going out past mid-
night in the old city near Charminar, 
where chabutras or open terraces are part 
of  the architecture. The police experiment-
ed with new gadgets of facial recognition
and fingerprint recognition on teenagers 

and the poor in the slums. These are un-
lawful practices currently under litigation, 
as there were no rules, laws or procedures 
that authorised these practices until 2022. 

Digitisation helped file petty cases 
against teenagers if  they got into any mi-
nor argument with the police. Some of  
them have been sent to jail for 10 days for 
petty offences—something that will haunt 
them for life. Anyone who visits the Nam-
pally Metropolitan Court will understand 

how the court police often force people to 
sign documents that accept they have com-
mitted a crime without advocates to repre-
sent them. The setup is eye-opening for 
anyone who blindly trusts the police and 
praises them for violent enforcement. 

The state police have been allowed to act 
above the law to serve various interests. 
The intelligence setup wants to surveil the 
entire population, a need that arose after 
intelligence failures on the 26/11 Mumbai 
attacks, and several bomb blasts in Hydera-
bad in 2007 and 2013. The 2013 blasts made 
the police amend the Public Safety Act of  
2013 to force CCTVs across the city, making 
Hyderabad one of  the most surveilled cities 

in the world. A million CCTVs, facial rec-
ognition, unlimited access to call records 
make the cops see everything and track 
everyone, with no oversight. 

Now it has come to light that these ex-
emptions given to the police for national 
security were also used by the police per-
sonnel for their own benefit. The intelli-
gence officials accused of  unauthorised 
surveillance of  politicians also used these 
shiny tools on businessmen to extort mon-
ey. A report in The New Indian Express 
tracked how cops in plain clothes abducted 
a businessman and forced him to part with 
crores of  shares at gunpoint. 

The intelligence scandal in Telangana is 
not a mere local issue limited to the state, 
with the intelligence officials procuring 
eavesdropping IMSI-catchers from Israel 
through a private individual. These equip-
ment act as telephone towers and help in-
tercept calls within an area, raising ques-
tions on why the police rented a room near 
current Chief  Minister Revanth Reddy’s 
house. How the customs department al-
lowed the import of  such equipment by a 
private company without any official per-
mission is a mystery. 

The Telangana police’s questionable 
and secretive methods that bypassed ac-
countability and safeguards have impact-
ed the local population, including the cus-
todial death of  Mohammad Khadeer Khan. 
He was picked up on suspicion of  snatch-
ing a gold chain and subjected to custodial 
torture that led to his death—all because 
there was a criminal profile on him and his 
face matched a CCTV grab of  the accused. 
No investigation was carried out on the of-
ficials responsible for his death. 

These modern weapons of  intelligence 
gathering were promised to bring down 
crime, but what has been quietly not men-
tioned is they also help produce extreme 
forms of  control. These surveillance in-
struments are secretive, invisible and cre-
ate new forms of  violence that are hard to 
track. As if  the criminal justice system has 
gone rogue with more concentration of  
power. Surveillance reforms need to be on 
the table for the new government.

(Views are personal)
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Mahatma 
Gandhi

The lawlessness of communalism is a monster 
with many faces. It hurts all in the end, including 
those who are primarily responsible for it

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

VEN if  the Election Commis-
sion lacks the courage or convic-
tion to do it, the time has come 
for all Indians collectively to say 
to PM Narendra Modi: “You 
have gone too far, sir. In the name 
of  decency, please stop.”

Inflammatory rhetoric, especially on 
communal and religious lines, is explicitly 
outlawed in the EC’s Model Code of  Con-
duct. Yet, its principal purveyor has been 
the PM himself. In harsh and immoderate 
language, he has embarked upon a fear-
mongering offensive, comparing the Con-
gress manifesto to a document of  the Mus-
lim League, claiming it will divert SC/ST 
reservations to Muslims, and declaring the 
party will snatch away people’s gold, even 
their wives’ mangalsutras, and give them 
to Muslims. And then he doubles down on 
this allegation by claiming the Congress 
intends to confiscate half  of  everyone’s 
assets—right down to a buffalo if  you hap-
pen to have two—to redistribute them to 
“infiltrators” who “have too many chil-
dren”: an obvious allusion to his Muslim 
fellow-citizens. He even dragged Mughal 
emperor Aurangzeb into his invective, 
claiming that Rahul Gandhi insulted Hin-
du kings but kept quiet about atrocities by 
nawabs, nizams, sultans and Aurangzeb.

What’s going on? Aside from the PM de-
meaning his office by uttering such hate-
filled words, the allegations are so far-
fetched, educated voters would consider 
them laughable. The Congress manifesto 
does not even contain the words “Muslim” 
or “redistribution”. Nor was inheritance 
tax discussed, let alone proposed. Yet Modi 
has seized upon two stray remarks of  Con-
gress eminences to ascribe malign inten-
tions to a party whose long track record in 
governance points to no such actions. 

The first was a speech made by PM Man-
mohan Singh 18 years ago to the National 
Development Council, in which he asserted 
“our priorities should be to uplift the most 
depressed sections of  society, such as the 
SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities, and women and 
children... We will have to devise innovative 
plans to ensure minorities, particularly the 
Muslim minority, are empowered to share 
equitably in the fruits of  development. 
They must have the first claim on resourc-
es”. This statement provoked the BJP even 
in 2006, leading the Prime Minister’s Office 
to clarify at that time that “the first claim 
on resources referred to all priority areas, 
including programmes for uplifting SCs, 
STs, OBCs, women, children and minori-
ties”. And Manmohan Singh served as PM 
for eight more years without doing any of  
the things Modi now alleges his successors 
will do on the basis of  his statement then.

The second was a television interview by 
telecoms guru Sam Pitroda in Chicago, 
musing aloud that the US had an inherit-
ance tax and it was an idea India could con-
sider. Pitroda is perfectly entitled to express 
his personal views, but inheritance tax was 
abolished by a Congress PM, Rajiv Gandhi, 
in 1985 and the party has never considered 
bringing it back. The idea was not even dis-
cussed in the Manifesto Committee (of  
which I am a member), let alone included 
therein. Indeed, the only party to have even 
contemplated restoring inheritance tax 
was the BJP—in discussions around the 
2019 budget, both cabinet minister Arun 
Jaitley and minister of  state Jayant Sinha 
advocated the idea, though it was not even-
tually adopted. But none of  this prevented 
Modi from making hysterical allegations.

A reference by Rahul Gandhi to the 
“shakti” of  the government led the PM to 
accuse the leader of  abusing Goddess Shak-
ti. His colleagues and fellow travellers pre-
dictably chimed in. Home Minister Amit 
Shah went so far as to say if  the Congress 
comes to power, Sharia law will be intro-
duced. UP CM Yogi Adityanath says the 
Congress will impose the jizya tax (a tax on 
unbelievers last imposed by Aurangzeb 350 
years ago). A member of  the Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust suddenly 
announced, before the third phase of  vot-
ing, construction of  the Ram mandir was 
progressing faster than expected and could 
be completed by November, rather than in 
2025 as planned—a desperate attempt to ex-
ploit the issue further for electoral gain.

The reversion to scare-mongering about 

Muslims should not entirely surprise us. 
In 2014, when he first came to power, Modi 
was sold to the electorate as the avatar of  
economic development, the CEO of  Gu-
jarat Inc who would bring development, 
jobs and prosperity—“achhe din”— to all 
Indians. The PM-candidate grandly prom-
ised that he would transform the economy 
and generate 2 crore new jobs a year.

In 2019, with the economic narrative col-
lapsing in the wake of  Modi’s disastrous 
demonetisation and the resultant hard-
ship and mass unemployment, a new ap-
proach became imperative. The Pulwama 
terrorist attack by militants based in Paki-
stan, which killed 40 paramilitary troops 
just two months before the election, gave 
the BJP the opportunity to convert the bal-
lot into a national security referendum. 
Modi was portrayed as the tough warrior 
with a 56-inch chest who would keep the 
country safe from Pakistani depredations. 
The much-hyped Balakot air raid sealed 
his image and transformed the election re-
sult, especially in the north Indian states.

But in the wake of  continuing tensions 
with China during Modi’s second term, in
the course of  which the Chinese army en-
croached upon the disputed frontier at sev-
eral places, killed 20 jawans three years ago 
and denied Indian troops access to 26 of  65 
points where both armies used to patrol 
previously, the national-security argument 
lost credibility. Modi’s assiduously-culti-
vated tough-guy image faltered with regard 
to China, where his inability to secure a 
Chinese withdrawal and restore the status 
quo ante will undermine such claims. 

So yet another narrative is needed. This 
time we are witnessing the BJP reverting 
to its core message. It is clear all they have 
left is Islamophobia, stridently espoused 
by Modi, the “Hindu hriday samrat”.

The BJP is at its core the party of  Hin-
dutva, and Modi himself  had been associ-
ated with the notorious anti-Muslim po-
grom in Gujarat in 2002 that took lives of  
nearly 2,000 people. It was partly to live 
down the negative image from that event 
that he was reinvented as the hero of eco-
nomic growth in the 2014 campaign. But his 
government’s own dismal performance led 
him to abandon ‘Sab ka saath sabka vikas’ 
in favour of  an India where, of  the BJP’s 303 
Lok Sabha and 92 Rajya Sabha MPs and 
1,000-plus MLAs, not one is a Muslim, and 
abusing Muslims and excluding them from 
the national narrative is the political objec-
tive. That is the stark choice confronting 
Indians in the current elections. 

And the only decent answer? Reject ha-
tred and bigotry. Vote for Inclusive India.

(Views are personal)
(office@tharoor.in)
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WHERE THE POLICE ACT AS
JUDGE, JURY & EXECUTIONER

WHEN OTHER 
STICKS FAIL TO 
STIR THE POT

SHASHI THAROOR Third-term Lok Sabha MP from Thiruvananthapuram 
and the Sahitya-Akademi winning author of 24 
books, most recently Ambedkar: A Life

Telangana is among the most 
surveilled states in India today. 
The intelligence failure of the 
2007 Hyderabad blasts and  
Naxal threats spurred the state 
police to acquire some of the most 
advanced intelligence gathering 
systems. But with little oversight 
and opaque procedures, it has 
crossed several lines of propriety

With its narratives on development and nationalism  
failing, the BJP has reverted to scare-mongering about  
Muslims. It presents a stark choice to the Indian voter

SOURAV ROY

SRINIVAS KODALI Hacktivist and ORA India Fellow

Filling vacuum
Ref: BJP is no longer an outsider in Kerala 
(May 9). All  these years, the LDF and UDF  
in Kerala thought there was no alternative  
to them. Now the BJP has come to fill  the 
vacuum and people, frustrated with the  
two fronts, can feel relieved to have another 
choice. This would also teach the LDF  
and UDF a lesson.
S Retnaswamy, Chennai

Third front
Kerala has had only the UDF and LDF  
ruling the state over the decades. With  
just two fronts competing with one another,  
a sort of complacency set in. This is the 
vacuum that the BJP can use for winning  
in the state. A third front in Kerala will  prove 
to be a game-changer.   
Bijumon P N, Idukki

Scrap reservation
Ref: Can higher reservations help tackle 
inequities in society (May 9). A strong 
government at the Centre in June this  
year should take the hard decision to  
scrap the reservation policy altogether. 
Reservation should then be implemented 
strictly on economic criteria only. This  
might create uneasiness among the  
creamy layers of various castes. The 
downtrodden have not benefited anywhere 
with the reservation policy. 
K Parameswaran, Rourkela

Discuss welfarism 
Rightly said, reservation always remains  
a talk of political parties at every election. 
But no reconciliation among all  sections  
of society is drawn. So welfarism is the  
one topic that needs to be discussed  
more for the development of weaker  
sections of society.
K S Pramodkumar, Nayarambalam 

Not friendly
Ref: Sour notes in the lovefest with America 
(May 9). The US seems to be the worst 
enemy of developing India. It has a history of 
creating a ruckus and reaping the benefits. We 
should not make a big fuss about Elon Musk 
or President Joe Biden. We have other big 
countries to look up to.
T S Manoj, Bengaluru

Objectionable statements
Sam Pitroda, the Overseas Congress chairman, 
had opened a Pandora’s box by speaking 
about imposing the inheritance tax. Now 
his racial remarks against Indians are highly 
objectionable. In this advanced computer age, 
talking about skin colour is atrocious and 
shows his arrogance.
N R Ramachandran, Chennai
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ISRAEL, HAMAS NEED TO 
REMAIN ENGAGED AND 
GIVE PEACE A CHANCE

I
SRAEL’S rejection of  the latest ceasefire proposals notwith-
standing, there is still a glimmer of  hope for the return of  
peace in Gaza as the two sides have agreed to remain engaged. 
The talks between Israel and Hamas, facilitated by Egypt and 
Qatar, took place at a time when Israeli tanks had started roll-

ing into Rafah, the last standing city in southern Gaza where 
the bulk of  the enclave’s population had moved to after Israeli 
attacks elsewhere. Israel has already taken control of  the Gaza 
side of  the Rafah checkpoint, which is on the border between 
Palestine and Egypt. There are reports that a full-blown Israeli 
ground attack on Rafah is imminent. Israel has already an-
nounced that its forces have faced rocket and mortar attacks 
from Rafah and has identified Hamas positions in the town.

UN Secretary-General António Guterres has warned that 
a full-scale assault on Rafah would be a human catastrophe 
with countless more casualties. He has appealed to all those 
who have influence over Israel to do everything in their 
power to avert the attack. His appeal was clearly aimed at 
the US, the biggest supporter of  Israel. The US appeared to 
be in agreement with Guterres as it has announced a pause 
in the latest arms shipment to Israel. US defence secretary 
Lloyd Austin has told a Senate committee that the Biden 
administration is reviewing security assistance to Israel in 
the light of  the events unfolding in Rafah.

As pressure mounts on Israel, PM Benjamin Netanyahu 
would do well to heed warnings and seize the chance for peace 
with Hamas, which has expressed its readiness to release the 
hostages. The Hamas leadership announced it is ready to accept 
the deal brokered by Egypt and Qatar. The ceasefire proposal 
serves one of  the two main objectives of  the Netanyahu admin-
istration—the return of  hostages. An attack on Rafah is un-
likely to help Israel achieve its second objective of  eliminating 
Hamas any time soon. Israel needs to hammer out a peace deal 
while allowing humanitarian aid to flow into Gaza. The latest 
three-stage de-escalation proposal is a good document to work 
with. It proposes a swap of  prisoners, a permanent ceasefire 
with complete withdrawal of  troops, and the return of  Gazans 
to their homes. Israel and Hamas need to take each other’s con-
cerns into account and agree to give peace a chance.

SCIENCE CITY WITHOUT  
A SCIENTIFIC APPROACH

B
ENGALURU may be known as the ‘science capital of  
India’, but ironically, hardly any science is seen applied 
on the ground to make the lives of  its citizens safe and 
convenient. The city, now housing 1.4 crore people, won 
its sobriquet as the science capital for hosting a high con-

centration of  research and scientific institutions. Nine of  the 
60 labs of  the Defence Research & Development Organisation 
are in the city, besides the country’s premier scientific research 
institution, the Indian Institute of  Science, which has 47 de-
partments under the six divisions of  biological sciences, chem-
ical sciences, electrical sciences, interdisciplinary research, 
mechanical sciences, and physical and mathematical sciences. 
The Indian Space Research Organisation is headquartered in 
the city. There are national institutes of  excellence working on 
astrophysics, nanotechnology and space science, too. No won-
der then that a slew of  private scientific research organisations 
also find it conducive to be located in Bengaluru.

However, despite boasting such a robust ecosystem with the 
presence of  a large community of  scientists, who are also citi-
zens of  the city, no scientific approach appears to seep down to 
the basics of  town planning, structural design, tree plantation, 
road and flyover design, local layout planning and the health 
system. There is a lack of  even safe footpaths, or bus stops set 
up close to road junctions cause frequent traffic jams. Solutions 
to road congestion in the form of  subterranean tunnels are be-
ing proposed by political leaders without prior scientific tests 
conducted to assess the safety of  standing on-surface structures, 
or the possibility of  these causing sinkholes in the future.

Residential layouts have encroached on lake beds without 
developers understanding the basic logic that when it rains 
heavily, nature claims its spaces, and that human-occupied lake-
beds would get submerged along with the dwellings—an exam-
ple of  failure in applying basics of  science and logic in develop-
ment. And all this in a city that hosts the largest working 
population of  foreigners outside the national capital that is at-
tracted to its technological sectors. A scientific approach means 
the systematic study of  structure and behaviour of  the physical 
and natural world through observation, experimentation and 
testing of  theories against evidence obtained. This needs to seep 
into city planning and services for safety and convenience of  
the people. It would be a lesson for cities across India to learn.

Q U I C K  TA K E

REAL MANTRAS FOR SUCCESS

I
T was inevitable. The scent of  Champions League glory al-
ways reminded Real Madrid of  requited dreams. This Wednes-
day and the week before, they overcame considerable odds to 

beat Bayern Munich to make it to finals of  the most prestigious 
club football tournament for a record ninth time. As pundits 
of  all stripes pointed out, beyond having great players and tacti-
cal mastery (this will be coach Carlo Ancelotti’s fifth final of  
the tournament), it’s all about attitude and self-confidence. 
Management gurus have drawn leadership mantras from un-
likeliest sources ranging from scriptures to wars. A case study 
on this Spanish club’s success should be added to the cannon.
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D
raft norms on provisioning pertaining to advances for projects under 
implementation have stirred up a storm in the banking sector. 
Commercial banks, as reported by this newspaper, are planning to 
write to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to seek relaxation. The gov-

ernment is also reportedly studying the proposed norms, while banks’ and non-
banking financial companies’ (NBFCs’) stock prices have taken a knock. The 
RBI last week proposed to increase the provisioning for project finance to 5 per 
cent from the existing level of 0.4 per cent. Commercial banks are willing to 
settle for 1-2 per cent. Notably, the RBI draft suggests increasing the provisioning 
in a phased manner — 2 per cent effective March 31, 2025, 3.5 per cent by March 
2026, and 5 per cent by March 31, 2027. 

The concerns among lenders are not very difficult to understand. Higher 

provisioning for project finance books will affect the bottom line. It is also being 

argued that this will push up lending rates, making some projects unviable. On 

a broader level, it could arguably affect capital expenditure and overall growth. 

The factors driving the move at this stage remain debatable on the RBI’s part, 

but the intention is clear. The regulator intends to ring-fence banks and NBFCs 

at the very beginning of the investment cycle. Although the private sector has 

been reluctant to increase investment in a big way, there are signs of tentative 

recovery. It is worth remembering that it was mainly the infrastructure and 

project financing that caused the twin balance sheet crisis of the last decade, 

which pushed up gross non-performing assets in the banking system to double 

digits. Evidently, the RBI doesn’t want the banking system to be in the same 

spot again. It has taken a lot of time, effort, and capital to rebuild the banking 

sector balance sheet, which is now in the best position in over a decade, and 

must be protected. 

To be sure, the proposal is at the draft stage and the RBI is expected to take 

suggestions from all stakeholders. However, the final decision by the RBI should 

be based on two basic principles, which should be acceptable to all stakeholders. 

First, the stability and soundness of the banking system is paramount. There 

should not be a compromise on this aspect. India witnessed in the last decade 

what lax lending can lead to. A capital-expenditure cycle based on inappropriate 

lending standards and the resultant economic growth cannot be sustained. The 

RBI should also explain why provisioning of 5 per cent would be appropriate. 

Second, there should not be a distinction between projects in the public 

and private sectors. It has been argued that public-sector projects should attract 

lower provisioning. This can put the private sector at an artificial disadvantage, 

which should be avoided. The norms should also not differ for private and pub-

lic-sector banks. On the whole, higher provisioning could discourage some banks 

from lending to long-gestation projects, which are inherently riskier. It is worth 

noting that Indian firms are overdependent on banks and NBFCs due to the lack 

of a vibrant corporate debt market. It is prudent to guard banks from financing 

long-term projects, but policymakers must also work on creating enabling avenues 

for raising long-term debt finance.

Xi’s balancing act
China tests EU cohesion on Ukraine and trade

T
rade and Ukraine were on top of the agenda during Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s first visit to Europe in five years, but reaching a closer 
understanding on either issue appeared elusive. As with the hectic 
diplomacy between Washington and Beijing over the past year and a 

half, Mr Xi’s six-day visit appeared to achieve little more than emphasise each 
side’s agenda and further engagement; if anything, his three-country itinerary, 
which included Hungary and Serbia, appeared to test the cohesion of Europe. 
Coming close after the visit by German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to China last 
month, the main item on the agenda of a trilateral meeting with French President 
Emmanuel Macron and European Union (EU) Chairperson Ursula von der Leyen 
was China’s support for Russia in its war against Ukraine, principally in the transfer 
of dual-use technology. Ms Leyden said the EU also counted on China to use its 
influence on Russia to end its war against Ukraine. The EU, however, has been 
relatively circumspect in its responses on this issue; it has not followed the example 
of the US, its ally, which has imposed sanctions on select Chinese institutions 
they suspect of extending support to Russia. 

Mr Xi’s position did not suggest a rethink. Though he diplomatically went 

along with Mr Macron’s call for a global truce during the summer Olympics in 

Paris, he has not committed to participate in a peace conference on Ukraine in 

June and has maintained that the crisis must end through negotiation, underlining 

the fact that he had not instigated the war, nor was part of it and had no intention 

of participating in it. On trade, the EU leaders’ argument for more balanced trade 

and better market access did not move the needle. China retaliated against France’s 

role in the EU’s investigation into Chinese electric vehicles by launching an anti-

dumping investigation into European brandy, especially French cognac, which 

is popular in China. But apart from lifting restrictions on German beef and apples 

earlier, Mr Xi has not budged on the question of wide EU market access. On the 

bloc’s concern on China’s state subsidies to its electric vehicles, Mr Xi maintained 

his earlier stance that the industry had played a major role in alleviating the 

impact of climate change.   

Mr Xi’s visit to Hungary and Serbia, however, is likely to have sent a discom-

fiting message to mainland Europe. Hungary is an EU member where growing 

authoritarianism is testing the limits of EU membership. Serbia has been a can-

didate for membership since 2012. Both countries are pro-Russian in orientation 

and also among the first to sign on to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) pro-

gramme. The Belgrade-Budapest high-speed railway is a flagship project of this 

initiative and is part of a “16+1” initiative by China to promote business and invest-

ment relations with central and eastern European countries on the edge of the 

European Union. It is expected to connect to Greece, creating an unprecedented 

land-to-sea passage through Eastern Europe to Mediterranean ports, offering 

China geostrategic entry and proximity to EU markets. On the whole, Mr Xi may 

well have gained more from his trip to Europe in furthering China’s national inter-

ests than the European Union did from hosting him.
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T
here is a growing clamour among some promi-
nent politicians and commentators from 
South India, now labelled “The South Tax 

Movement”, who argue that they are not receiving 
a fair deal as part of the Indian Union. They contend 
that their relative prosperity has resulted in them 
transferring resources to poorer northern states. 
They submit that Karnataka gets only 15 paisa for 
every rupee of tax paid, and Tamil Nadu gets 29 
paisa, whereas Uttar Pradesh gets ~2.73, and Bihar 
gets ~7.06. They assert that they are being penalised 
for better economic management, 
while the poorer northern states are 
being rewarded through fiscal trans-
fers for not performing as well.  

This resentment may increase as 
incomes across states diverge further. 
But it’s not just a North-South issue,  
it’s a rich vs poor state issue. States 
like Maharashtra, Gujarat, Haryana, 
and Delhi also contribute more than 
they get back, and net beneficiaries 
also include eastern states like 
Assam, Odisha, and West Bengal.   

Similar complaints are also heard 
in other economic unions such as 
the the European Union (EU), where 
richer northern countries such as Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, and Denmark feel they are 
overcontributing compared to, until recently, less 
well-managed countries in Southern Europe, such 
as Greece, Portugal, and Spain, and poorer East 
European countries that are converging but still 
need help.  The large net fiscal contribution required 
by the UK may have been a factor, though not the 
only one, in its decision, which it now regrets, to 
leave the EU.  

But fiscal transfers alone do not capture the full 
costs and benefits of a Union. The more industri-

alised, richer countries get a huge captive market 
in the EU in which they can sell their products.  
Those that have adopted the euro as their currency 
also get a huge competitive advantage as their labour 
becomes cheaper (relative to labour productivity), 
while that of the relatively poor countries in the euro 
— such as Spain, Greece, and Portugal — more 
expensive. The Bertelsmann Stiftung Foundation 
showed that German growth was 0.5 per cent per 
year higher due to the euro — largely because its 
national currency the D-Mark would have been 

stronger, and, as a result, exports 
were lower. Similar benefits also 
accrue to Austria and the 
Netherlands, and even to Denmark, 
which is not in the EU but keeps its 
krone pegged to it.  So, while the 
richer parts of the EU subsidise the 
poorer parts through fiscal transfers, 
they also gain by having a captive 
market and an undervalued curren-
cy that improves their competitive-
ness across the world.  

Similar benefits accrue to richer 
states in the Indian Union. And they 
are not just those in the south, but 
also include states like Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, as well as the PHD states Punjab, 
Haryana, Delhi, and the hill states of Himachal, 
Uttarakhand, and Sikkim. Labour productivity in 
these states is three-four times higher than in poorer 
states like Bihar, UP, Jharkhand, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh, giving them a competitive advan-
tage. This attracts more new investments and even 
faster growth. All this makes convergence between 
richer and poorer states more difficult. Businesses 
in these states also get a captive internal market — 
further enhanced by the introduction of the goods 
and services tax. Companies from Coimbatore, 

Bengaluru and Chennai with higher productivity 
can sell products in a large protected internal pan-
India market.   

Free internal migration is another benefit in the 
EU — estimated to increase EU income by ^100-
230 billion over 10 years. Just as in the EU, in India 
as well, growing labour migration from the poorer 
states to richer ones benefits both the workers from 
poorer states, who obtain relatively high-paying jobs 
in construction and as farm labour, and the recipient 
states. Migrants fill jobs that the richer local popu-
lation is not willing to do anymore, and allows them 
to move into more skilled, better-paid work.  
Restricting jobs to locals — proposed by some states 
— will reduce, not enhance, overall welfare.  

Of course, economics alone does not drive ten-
sions within a Union. The UK’s exit from the EU was 
driven by factors that were largely non-economic. 
One ticking time bomb for the Indian Union — with 
a pronounced North vs South cleavage — is that India 
has not adjusted the state-wise allocation of parlia-
mentary seats since the 1991 census. The constitu-
tional requirement to adjust the seats after 2026 
means that the disparity between the actual seats 
and those that would be allocated, if based on popu-
lation, will be huge. Milan Vaishnav has shown that 
due to much faster population growth in the North 
than in the South, Bihar and UP, which already dom-
inate Parliament, as well as Madhya Pradesh, 
Jharkhand and Rajasthan, would gain over 30 seats. 
The losers would be the southern states, Odisha and 
West Bengal.  Some solutions to this can be found, 
such as increasing the seats in Parliament, dividing 
the larger states, or giving smaller states more seats 
in the Rajya Sabha to balance out the Lok Sabha. 
India will need to confront this time bomb between 
2026 and the census of 2031.  

In the meantime, the issue of fiscal allocations 
confronting the 16th Finance Commission is immi-
nent. But in debating the costs and benefits of 
belonging to the Indian Union, the richer states —
including the ones from the South — must realise 
that they gain enormous other economic benefits 
from the Union, while they subsidise the poorer 
states through net fiscal transfers. The real issue 
that India must confront is that the gap between 
the richer and poorer states is widening despite more 
funds going to the poorer states. Improving the gap 
in education, health, and economic infrastructure 
is key to getting more investment to the poorer 
states. Ensuring that the net fiscal transfers are 
directed at addressing these gaps in the poorer 
(Bihar, MP, Jharkhand, UP and Rajasthan) and lag-
ging states (West Bengal) is key to having a more 
convergent growth process across the country, lead-
ing to a better Indian Union by 2047. 

The writer is a former distinguished visiting professor at 

NIPFP, New Delhi, and co-author of Unshackling India, 

published by HarperCollins India and named Financial 

Times Best New Book in Economics 2022

I
ndia’s economic future will be significantly impact-
ed by the outcome of the general election, for polit-
ical economy reasons. The economy is flailing, 

assailed by a triple whammy of inequality, declining 
prosperity, and structural weakness. Rural distress has 
been a feature of the economy, accentuated by Covid.  

Agriculture, employing 45 per cent of the working 
population, grew by just 1.8 per cent per annum last 
year. As a result, 40 per cent of Indians receive sub-
sidised free food. Urban employment languishes. Over 
100 million young people are neither working nor in 
education or training. Hordes of youth waste the best 
years of their lives competing for a static pool of low-
end government jobs or working in the informal sector 
for pitiful wages, as the share of man-
ufacturing has declined to a low of 13 
per cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP). Like the French Bourbon 
monarchs, the elites eat their cake 
inside gated communities, growing 
fat on capital gains and booming stock 
markets. Real wages are stagnant, 
even as crony capitalists spend lav-
ishly and hedge options by transfer-
ring their wealth and children abroad.  

There is no coherent long-term 
economic strategy or vision.  Sharply 
deepening inequality between the 
North and the South is giving rise to 
existential political economy questions, which remain 
largely unaddressed.  

In the face of these challenges, the ruling party’s 
manifesto offers little except gloss and subsidies. It 
does not even speak of the unemployment challenge 
or acknowledge rural distress. Only the Home 
Ministry seems to have a clear strategy on the use of 
coercive power to implement things promised in the 
2019 manifesto. In an interview yesterday, the Home 
Minister talked of stock market performance and 
rupee currency settlement as the key economic aims 
of the next administration, seemingly overlooking 
the core afflictions of the Indian economy. 

On the above track record, no electorate that votes 
with long or short-term economic considerations in 
mind in 2024 would deliver the same (or an increased) 
mandate as it did in 2019.  Hence, if the present admin-
istration gets an absolute majority or better, it will be 
very clear that the economic fortunes of the country 
have little or no impact on electoral outcomes. 
Conversely, if a coalition government of any hue 
comes to power, then, for these very reasons, the 
opposite will be true: It will be “the economy, stupid”. 

What happens then? In 2019, a senior Congress 
leader dismissed any ideas on structural transforma-
tion and asked me to suggest “small economic 
reforms”. This seems to have changed. The Congress 

manifesto presents both an acknowl-
edgement and a diagnosis of the 
structural challenges facing the 
nation and the need for bold action 
to reduce inequality, harvest pros-
perity, and foster social justice. This 
is reinforced in public statements by 
elected party leaders.  

The Congress and Bharatiya 
Janata Party manifestos both 
include the usual promises of sub-
sidies and reservations for different 
socio-economic groups. While these 
measures are necessary, they are 
not sufficient to tackle the structural 

challenges. On agriculture, the Congress makes 
important proposals to reform agricultural finance, 
frame a sound agriculture import-export policy, and 
tackle the thorny minimum support price question. 
It particularly acknowledges the land question, and 
recognises the need to restore the balance between 
labour and capital amidst declining real wages and 
a rising share of profits. The best proposal is to pro-
vide a year of paid apprenticeship on demand to 
every diploma holder and college graduate to 
improve the quality, breadth and employability of 
the workforce. 

The DMK is the other party that presents a coher-

ent social justice manifesto, with specific proposals 
to improve manufacturing and high-value service 
jobs, building on past human development and 
growth achievements. 

These are promising beginnings, but much more 
needs to be done. Financing is not the problem — to 
paraphrase Keynes, “If you can do it, you can afford 
it.” Even ~1 trillion spent on the apprenticeship pro-
posal will yield massive returns if it creates skills for 
jobs. A stable, high-productivity agricultural sector 
has the potential to convert a perceived liability into 
a tangible asset for inclusive growth, as will social jus-
tice measures that remove barriers to human devel-
opment and participation. The key lies in ensuring  
that these measures are implemented substantially. 
Ragged progress, similar to what we saw with the 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA)  
and the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, will neither be accept-
able nor affordable going forward. 

There is no shortage of other big-ticket policy ideas. 
My own proposal of “Jahaan ghar wahin naukri” (jobs 
where people live) will address both the migration prob-
lem and the North-South divide, and could form the 
basis for a renewed national political settlement. An 
urban NREGS coupled with the release of government 
land towards achieving a slum-free India, a renewed 
focus on manufacturing to meet home market demand, 
stopping import of ~200 shirts from Bangladesh and 
Vietnam, and a focus on pro-poor infrastructure (bus 
stations over airports, pavements over freeways) res-
onate with grassroots workers across political parties. 

This election is key. The present day voting popu-
lation is deciding whether economic transformation 
will determine its electoral choice. If it chooses oth-
erwise, it will have chosen economic obscurity and 
mediocrity over prosperity and inclusive transforma-
tion. Its decision on June 4 will reflect the outcome 
of our collective vote.   

The writer is visiting senior fellow, ODI, London, and  

former member, Economic Advisory Council to the  

Prime Minister of India 

Voter’s choice: Mediocrity or prosperity?

The stability of the banking system should be paramount

Risk provisioning

B
lowing the lid off medical 
malpractices in India’s healthcare 
system, Sumanth C Raman’s 

exposé, Sick Business, packs solid 
arguments backed by facts and extensive 
research. “India’s healthcare system, in 
one word, is horror,” writes Dr Raman, 
who has over 25 years of experience in 
medicine. He intersperses every 
argument he makes with disclaimers that 
his aim is not to demean the country’s 
healthcare system but to “shake you 
[readers] out of complacency”. He argues 
that the survival of a patient in India often 
depends on God’s grace or luck. 

In a way, the book is prescient. A week 
after it hit the shelves, the Supreme 
Court cracked down on Baba Ramdev’s 

Patanjali, asking for a public apology 
after the Indian Medical Association 
(IMA) accused Ramdev of a smear 
campaign against the Covid vaccination 
drive and modern medicine. 

Dr Raman is aware that he is walking 
a slippery slope. At a time when any 
criticism of modern medicine can be 
misconstrued as an alignment with 
pseudoscientific approaches to 
healthcare — homeopathy, ayurveda, 
et al — he treads the path of exposing 
the flaws in India’s healthcare system 
with caution. 

He begins by addressing India’s Covid 
vaccination drive, highlighting how 
Bharat Biotech received permission for 
emergency use of the vaccine Covaxin 
without putting out the trial data in the 
public domain. Subsequently, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) suspended 
the supply of Covaxin to United Nations 
(UN) agencies for “less-than-stringent 
manufacturing practices”. 

A couple weeks after the book’s 
release, AstraZeneca admitted Covishield 
can cause a rare side effect leading to the 
formation of blood clots. This is another 

slippery slope to navigate for Dr Raman 
because any questions on the legitimacy 
and efficacy of vaccines can be 
misunderstood as an alignment with the 
anti-vaxxer agenda where conspiracy 
theories on side-effects run amok. 

Beyond the vaccine controversy, Dr 
Raman details many horrifying accounts 
of medical negligence in his book — from 
an aspiring athlete dying during surgery 
to an aspiring badminton player losing 
his vision because of an error. These 
experiences highlight the abysmal state 
of healthcare in India, but I couldn’t help 
but worry that these might cause the 
unsuspecting reader to grow averse to 
seeking medical help in times of need. 

It is possible, of course, to apply your 
judgement in distinguishing between 
the quacks and genuine practitioners but 
in a country like India, where fear 
mongering is rampant, such stories 
could well make people suspicious of 
modern medicine. So to give credit where 
due: Dr Raman clarifies his intentions 
frequently lest they be misread — he isn’t 
trying to dissuade readers from seeking 
help but rather opening their eyes to an 

institution that has become increasingly 
exploitative and corrupt. 

Out of all the chapters in the book, 
perhaps the most compelling is the one 
titled “Is Big Pharma influencing your 
treatment?” Dr Raman offers a behind-
the-scenes glimpse of the unholy nexus 
between doctors and the Big Pharma 
companies. He narrates a familiar story 
of a doctor accepting a 
business class ticket 
by a Big Pharma 
company for a sales 
event overseas. In 
exchange, the 
doctor is expected to 
prescribe their drug 
to most of his 
patients — except 
that this doctor now 
wants a business 
class seat for his 
wife, too. The ground-level sales reps of 
Big Pharma companies often struggle to 
meet these unreasonable demands. 

Dr Raman explains Big Pharma 
companies recover their clinical trial 
costs by liaising with chemists and 
doctors, both of whom can boost the 
sales of their latest drug. The chemist 
boosts sales by saying “no other brand is 
available”, “the other drug isn’t 

effective” and “no stock” and the 
doctors over-prescribe these medicines. 
“Doctors often keep track of their 
prescriptions and have a good idea of 
the revenue they generate for the 
company,” Dr Raman observes. 

As Big Pharma colludes with doctors 
and chemists, it also plays with the law 
by finding loopholes that strictly 

prohibit direct 
advertising of 
medicines to the 
public. Add to it the 
ethical violations 
during clinical trials 
— forcefully picking 
up volunteers, 
making them sign 
consent forms in a 
language they cannot 
read, lack of 
transparency around 
clinical data for 

drugs, and you have a recipe for disaster. 
Though healthcare in India is 

marred by inequality both in terms of 
access and quality of treatment, the 
privileged are not spared either. “If you 
think only the government sector is 
apathetic, think again,” Dr Raman 
writes, detailing many instances of 
criminal negligence that shook up the 

private hospital chains. Many of the 
private hospitals built in large acres of 
land occupy space for medical 
equipment but are poorly staffed. 

As Dr Raman glides from one 
traumatising and gut-wrenching 
anecdote to another, he asks a pertinent 
question: Why does a poor healthcare 
system not evoke as much anger in 
Indians? Why have we become so 
complacent? Why don’t we call out the 
medical malpractices we see around us? 
More importantly — how did a profession 
that was earlier considered a hallmark of 
compassion and altruism fall prey to 
greed and money-making motives? 

He acknowledges that there are 
doctors, honest ones, who are 
swimming against the tide, trying to 
keep the system afloat. However, much 
reform is still needed for us to imagine a 
future where equitable and accessible 
healthcare is no longer a distant dream 
for Indians. 

Sick Business will make you fearful of 
the next time you need an IV drip or an 
emergency room visit. It speaks 
volumes about the state of healthcare in 
our country. 

The reviewer is a freelance film and book critic 

based in New Delhi. He is @Deepansh75 on X
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H
aryana is in political turmoil after three
independent MLAs withdrew their sup-
port to the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP), and its former coalition partner, the Jan-
nayak Janta Party ( JJP), o�ered support to the
Congress to form an alternative government. In
the 90-member State Assembly, which currently
has an e�ective strength of 88, the BJP govern-
ment led by Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini ap-
pears to be in a minority with 43 MLAs by its side
— it needs 45 for a majority. But BJP leaders assert
that their government is under ‘no threat’ and if
there be any need, ‘other MLAs’ will support
them — an indicator of support from disgruntled
MLAs of the JJP. The Congress and the JJP have
come out all guns blazing at the BJP, but appear
to be moving with a guarded approach by putting
the onus to initiate the process of bringing down
the incumbent government on each other. Both
parties have asked Governor Bandaru Dattatreya
to intervene. While the Congress has demanded
immediate Assembly polls under President’s
rule, the JJP has asked the Governor to seek an
immediate ‘�oor test’ to determine the majority
of the incumbent government in the Legislative
Assembly.

The Congress and the JJP are trying to consoli-
date their base in the midst of the general elec-
tion and in the run-up to the Assembly election,
which is due to be held in normal course in Oc-
tober. At least two of the 10 JJP MLAs have de-
clared their support to BJP candidates in the Lok
Sabha polls, and it is getting hard for the JJP to
keep its �ock together. After parting ways with
the BJP, the JJP, which draws its support largely
from the agrarian class, primarily the Jat com-
munity, has upped the ante against its former
partner. In March this year, when the BJP re-
placed Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar with
Nayab Singh Saini, it indicated the party’s strate-
gy to sharpen its caste-based politics pivoting to-
wards the non-Jat constituency. Haryana wit-
nessed a violent pro-Jat quota stir in the year 2016
and the agitation left Jats and non-Jats pitted
against each other, straining inter-community re-
lations. The Congress appears to be channelising
its energy to form the next government for a full
term of �ve years, instead of focusing on any pos-
sibility of a short-term gain. The political turmoil
has cast a long shadow of doubt on the Saini go-
vernment’s legislative majority. The Governor
should take appropriate measures to clear the
doubts regarding the numbers. 

Turmoil and test  
Haryana Governor must ask the

government to prove its majority  

I
n a rare display of camaraderie across the
political divide, Democrats in the U.S. House
of Representatives rushed to the aid of Repu-

blican House Speaker Mike Johnson and, along-
side others from his party, saved his speakership
from termination, by a vote of 359-43 in support
of his continuance in that capacity. The threat to
his role as the functional head of the lower cham-
ber of the U.S. Congress came from far-right Re-
publican lawmaker and unabashed supporter of
former President Donald Trump, Marjorie Taylor
Greene of Georgia, whose grouse with Mr. John-
son was that he had shepherded and seen
through a bill to provide a $95 billion national se-
curity aid package to Israel, Ukraine and other
U.S. allies in Asia, with the bill for military sup-
port to Kyiv coming in at $61 billion. “By passing
the Democrats’ agenda and handcu�ng the Re-
publicans’ ability and in�uence legislation, our
elected Republican Speaker Mike Johnson has
aided and abetted the Democrats and the Biden
administration in destroying our country,” Ms.
Greene said, in a speech on the �oor of the house
that was booed by her fellow Congressmen. In
March, Ms. Greene had �led a motion that would
trigger a vote to remove Mr. Johnson, and earlier
this week she had warned that she would be
bringing that motion to a vote. While Mr. Trump
is said to have complimented Ms. Greene in a
post on the Truth Social platform, even he said
that he believed that Republicans were “not in a
position” to be voting Mr. Johnson out.

To a signi�cant extent, the House has become
the testing ground for factional supremacy with-
in the ranks of the Republican Party, a simmering
con�ict that has intensi�ed as the presidential
election of November 2024 has drawn closer. The
lower house witnessed a similar pattern of tur-
moil during the election of Mr. Johnson’s imme-
diate predecessor, California Congressman Kevin
McCarthy, who had to engineer no fewer than 15
rounds of voting to �nally secure the Speaker’s
chair. Ultimately Mr. McCarthy was dismissed
from the role in late October 2023 when his te-
nure was abruptly ended by a motion to vacate
foisted by members of the House Freedom Cau-
cus. This ultra-conservative group has broadly
backed the political agenda of Mr. Trump and
routinely attacked ‘mainstream’ Republican law-
makers who have relied on bipartisan coopera-
tion to get bills passed, including critical funding
for U.S. allies. Even as Voting Day approaches fast
from the horizon, moderate congressional Repu-
blicans are faced with the festering dilemma that
to win their re-election bids they cannot be seen
as spoilers who made it harder for Congress to
forge critical bipartisan legislation, yet the popu-
larity of Mr. Trump and the stubbornness of his
House ideologues make it di�cult for them to re-
pudiate a more combative approach to politics.

Bipartisan rescue 
Moderate congressional Republicans

are in a dilemma over following Trump 

I
n 1985, when American campuses were
roiling with protests against apartheid
South Africa, the legendary
African-American feminist poet and

philosopher, Audre Lorde, re�ected that America
was “the most powerful country in the world”
but also “a country which stands upon the wrong
side of every liberation struggle on earth”. Lorde
noted that this �lled her with both a sense of
dread and a sense of urgency. Dread and urgency,
once again, have driven students across
campuses in the United States to protest against
the catastrophe in Gaza. During the
anti-apartheid protests calling for divestment at
campuses in the late-1980s — when we ourselves
were students — university administrators were
embarrassed about aligning with the White
apartheid state of South Africa. Today, with
Islamophobia and anti-Palestinian racism so
normalised in the U.S., university administrators
are proudly aligning with this genocidal war.
Armed police guard our libraries, check-points
have been placed across our campus and we are
learning that a police siege of our campuses is the
new normal in the modern U.S. university.

Students are educating each other
Across the country, student protesters have a
uni�ed set of demands: Disclosure and
divestment in corporations complicit in weapons
manufacturing and the Israeli occupation of
Palestine; “Cops o� Campus”; and protecting
pro-Palestinian speech and activism across the
university. The call for divestment can be traced
to the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
movement beginning in 2008 that was inspired
by the anti-racist, anti-apartheid student
movement that Audre Lorde was addressing. The
call for “cops o� campus” can be explained by
the abolitionist critiques of the police as a racist
institution ampli�ed in the wake of the George
Floyd protests of 2020, along with the fact that
this generation in universities today were
mobilised into activism against the gun violence
that has plagued them in schools since childhood.
Finally, the call for the protection of pro-Palestine
speech and activism is a re�ection of the history
of university administrators’ complicity in the
“Palestine exception” to academic freedom made
especially evident since October 2023.

In New York University (NYU), our students,
whose leadership includes African-American,
Arab-American, South Asian and anti-Zionist
Jewish students among a multi-racial coalition,
are educating each other on the history of the
Levant and its diverse peoples and traditions in
the region and the diaspora. They are convening
teach-ins on the legacies of colonialism and racial
violence and the fraught complexities of historic
Palestine, post-Balfour, post-holocaust,
post-Nakba, post-Oslo. They are studying
apartheid as a technology of governance from

native reservations, to apartheid South Africa to
Jim Crow America, to settler colonial rule from
Palestine to Kashmir. They are analysing the
necessary distinctions between Anti-Semitism
and Anti-Zionism, between criticism of racism
against Jewish people and criticism of the
ethno-state of Israel. They are also learning about
the history of Palestinian resistance — of political
campaigns such as BDS and the Great March of
Return, of the poetry of dissent by Mahmoud
Darwish and Mosab Abu Toha, from the theatre
of the oppressed to the Freedom Theatre from
the Jenin Refugee Camp, of the meaning of terms
that have been demonised by the U.S. and
western media, such as intifada and ‘from the
river to the sea’. They are studying the political
economy of occupation and the money trail from
Washington to Tel Aviv to Riyadh, from
corporations’ pro�ts from Israeli settlements to
our university donors and trustees, from the
university investments to the war that is being
waged on the other side of the globe. The
teach-ins and ‘people’s universities’ are about
students taking back their right to education,
speech and dissent from a history of repression of
Palestine solidarity in the U.S., including, and
perhaps especially, in our classrooms and
campuses.

University clampdowns
From the beginning of the war, many university
administrators began instituting disciplinary
procedures against expressions of pro-Palestine
solidarity and activism directed against the state
of Israel, while banning local chapters of national
organisations such as the anti-Zionist Jewish
group, Jewish Voice for Peace ( JVP) and Students
for Justice in Palestine (SJP). As the war escalated,
student protests proliferated, and university
surveillance and crackdown of protests became
ever more punitive. Meanwhile the Joe Biden
administration doubled down on support for
Israel’s war e�ort and right-wing politicians
convened congressional hearings with university
presidents to interrogate them on campus
political culture. It is in this context, six months
after the war began and even as the number of
dead in that period had climbed to over 33,000,
that students, feeling unheard and muzzled,
channelled their protest into peaceful
encampments in their universities. Even as the
repression intensi�ed, these de-occupation
encampments spread to campuses across the
country.

These protests can be situated in the speci�cs
of the current historical conjuncture, but the use
of the term “de-occupy” also speaks to a larger
analysis of the university’s role in colonial,
imperial and corporate extractivism. Thus, it
invokes the histories and geographies of
American military occupation from the American
Indian Wars, to the occupation of Hawaii, Puerto

Rico, the Philippines, to U.S. meddling in Haiti
and across the Americas to the wars of Vietnam,
Afghanistan and Iraq. In New York, this
movement echoes the Occupy Wall Street
Movement of 2011 against the grotesque
inequality of U.S. society. These students know
there is a bloody connective tissue between the
economic and the military, between the war and
the siege, between the bombs and the famine.
But this is not just a New York moment. From the
University of Florida, to the University of Texas,
from Emory University in Atlanta to Cal State
Sacramento, the students chanting for divestment
and against Israel Defense Forces abuses come to
those demonstrations with deep knowledge
about the history of racialised police brutality.
Across the country, it is a movement that has
been shaped fundamentally by the Black Lives
Matter (BLM) movements that seek to dismantle
the U.S. policing apparatus that
disproportionately surveils, arrests and jails Black
and Brown communities. Similarly, the Standing
Rock movement against the Dakota Access oil
pipeline that travelled through �rst nations
territory, was crucial in raising generational
awareness about settler colonialism and the links
between the U.S. and Israel as settler colonial
states, and the links between occupation and
dispossession. Social media savvy and alert to the
narrative wars, these students are raising the
alarm, refusing big media spin and forging
solidarities from Georgia to Gaza, Harlem to
Hebron.

Radical futures 
We write this in the wake of the NYU
administration calling on the New York Police
Department to arrest NYU students in a violent
invocation of the strong arm of the law as the
partner to the McCarthyite surveillance and
sti�ing of campus speech. Rather than shedding
light on this repression, the conservative and
liberal media have together platformed university
administrators overseeing the corporatisation
and militarisation of higher education. From
coast to coast, our students have risked and
endured suspensions and arrests in resolute
solidarity with the people of Gaza. They have
used their privilege as students in the heart of
empire to expose and disrupt the ideological and
economic ties that bind the American university
to the forces of genocide. In turn they have been
inspired by struggles in historic Palestine and the
Palestinian diaspora, those who studied and
taught in all the bombed out schools and
universities of Gaza that exist today only in
peoples’ memories and their visions for a future
in a free Palestine. In this they have joined Audre
Lorde’s radically hopeful vision in that same
piece that we cited at the beginning: “We can join
together to e�ect a future the world has not yet
conceived, let alone seen.”

The message from U.S. campuses, protesting students 
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L
ast year, an incident of a frantic mother
who had received an ominous call from
“kidnappers” who had ‘kidnapped’ her

daughter, raised an alarm in the U.S. Senate about
the detrimental impact of arti�cial intelligence.
The news took the nation by a storm as the said
“kidnappers” and the daughter’s voice were
nothing but hackers utilising generative AI to
extort money. With such instances on the rise,
the human perception of what is real and what is
merely generative AI is slowly eroding.

Sophisticated cyber threats
While it is true that generative AI has
exceptionally transformed how we operate, with
its integration into sectors such as education,
banking, health care, and manufacturing, it has
also transformed the paradigm of cyber-risks and
safety as we know it. With the generative AI
industry projected to increase global GDP by as
much as $7 to $10 trillion, the development of
generative AI solutions (such as ChatGPT in
November 2022) has spurred a vicious cycle of
advantages and disadvantages. According to a
recently published report, there has been a
1,265% increase in phishing incidents/emails,
along with a 967% increase in credential phishing
since the fourth quarter of 2022 arising from the
exacerbated utilisation/manipulation of
generative AI.

With sophisticated cyber threats on the rise,
organisations and individuals are susceptible to
the novel avenues of cyber-attacks, pushing �rms
to adapt to ever-evolving technology. As per a
study conducted by Deep Instinct, around 75% of
professionals witnessed an upsurge in
cyberattacks in the past year alone, while 85% of
the surveyed respondents have attributed the
increased risk to generative AI.

It becomes imperative now, more than ever, to
develop solutions through collaborative avenues
to safeguard con�dential information, identities,
and even human rights.

As generative AI continues to mature, newer,
more complex threats have arisen: through
cognitive behavioural manipulation, critically

dangerous incidents have surfaced, with
voice-activation toys and gadgets that encourage
dangerous behaviours in children and/or posing a
grave threat to one’s privacy and security.
Simultaneously, remote and real-time biometric
identi�cation systems (such as facial recognition)
have further jeopardised the right to privacy and
massively endangered individuals on several
occasions in recent times.

While generative AI has signi�cantly impacted
productivity across the industrial realm with 70%
of professionals reporting increased productivity,
increasing manipulation via generative AI
(speci�cally over the past couple of years) has
resulted in the the spiralling vulnerability of
organisations to attacks, with most organisations
citing undetectable phishing attacks (37%), an
increase in the volume of attacks (33%), and
growing privacy concerns (39%) as the biggest
challenges.

The recent identi�cation, by several
cybersecurity conglomerates, of complex hacker
groups using generative AI solutions has raised an
alarm — with AI models being leveraged for
translating and identifying coding errors to
maximise the impact of cyberattacks.

With such multifaceted cyberattacks on the
rise, robust initiatives have become necessary.
While stringent ethical and legislative frameworks
are underway to combat growing cybercrimes
due to AI, loopholes and a lack of industrial
understanding/comprehension in regulating
generative AI persist.

The Bletchley Declaration
Considering the growing concerns amidst
increasing misuse of generative AI, it becomes
imperative to safeguard consumers against the
challenges posed by such advanced technologies,
allowing them to navigate digital spaces safely.

World leaders, too, have initiated collaborative
e�orts to understand the potential catastrophic
harm caused by the detrimental utilisation of AI,
as seen in the recent signing of the Bletchley
Declaration at the AI Safety Summit. The
countries that signed the agreement include

China, the European Union, France, Germany,
India, the United Arab Emirates, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

At the institutional level, stern policy-led
e�orts are pivotal to bolstering the stance against
increasing challenges via solutions such as
enhancing the stance for watermarking to
identify AI-generated content. This could aid in
reducing cyber threats from AI-generated
content, warning consumers to take appropriate
actions. Further, a collaborative e�ort between
institutional and industrial stakeholders could
necessitate the process of improving and
implementing a realistic, practical, and e�ective
framework, with the inclusion of feedback from
the public to further strengthen the drafting of
these regulations.

Foster digital awareness
At the corporate level, greater emphasis is
required to accommodate digital awareness via
occupational media and digital literacy training
sessions, fostering robust digital �uency in the
workspace while identifying and tackling gaps in
digital knowledge among employees. This could
further equip the workforce to e�ciently navigate
the digital landscape, identify credibility, and
verify the sources for authentication.

However, for a truly holistic approach to
cybersecurity in an AI-driven world, we cannot
overlook the crucial role of non-governmental
organisations and other outreach organisations
that introduce individuals to the wonders of the
digital world, and simultaneously equip them
with the essential tools of cyber literacy. By
fostering a digitally savvy citizenry from the
ground up, we can build a more robust defence
against the evolving threats in this AI-driven
digital landscape.

As we move towards developing more
sophisticated systems and technologies,
collaborative e�orts are paramount to harbour a
sense of security, enabling individuals and
organisations to further empower communities
to safeguard their personal interests and
identities.

An AI-infused world needs matching cybersecurity 
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Racial analogy
I cannot help but wonder at
those who take o�ence
when someone says they
look ‘African’ or ‘Chinese’.
So, is looking ‘white’ a
compliment then? Who is
being racist here? Taking
Sam Pitroda’s comments on
diversity in India out of
context is very clearly

incidents of the alleged
assault on women by the
MP from Hassan, a case
now caught in the political
crossfire in Karnataka, the
concern seems to be about
who released the clips. Not
a word is being said about
the plight of the survivors.

Veena Rajagopal,
Bengaluru

is detrimental to the values
of inclusivity and unity that
our country stands for. The
government must take a
firm stance against such
discourse.
M. Ramdas Menon,

Kallai, Kozhikode

The survivors?
It is shocking that in the

that Sam Pitroda used, I
understand, in the larger
context, that he was talking
about unity in diversity. He
could have articulated this
in a much better way.
Mukund Tathacharya,
Chennai

Mr. Pitroda's pattern of
making insensitive remarks

than anyone else. News
tickers read: ‘Sam Pitroda
likens southern Indians to
Africans’. The discourse in
the Indian media has, sadly,
hit a new low.
Ratheesh Chandran,
Thiruvalla, Kerala

Though I may not agree
with the choice of words

politically motivated. 
Anandhi N.,
Chennai

When Sam Pitroda said
what he did about India’s
morphological diversity,
almost all the mainstream
channels blew the issue out
of proportion. I found that
they were being more racist

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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I
n 2022, a Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies (CSDS)-Lokniti
survey in partnership with the Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung showed that TV

channels dominate as the news source in India,
despite poor trust levels in them. In 2023, a
Global Fact 10 research report showed that more
and more Indians are now placing their trust in
YouTube and WhatsApp for news. Are
independent journalists on YouTube slowly
replacing TV journalists in India? Ravish Kumar
and Kunal Purohit discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Radhika
Santhanam. Edited excerpts:

Why do you think more and more Indians
are turning to YouTube for news?

Ravish Kumar: If they are doing that, it will be
good for the country. Godi media [a pejorative
term that refers to media outlets that are biased
towards the Bharatiya Janata Party-led
government] cannot do journalism anymore.
Whoever is watching Godi news channels or
reading certain newspapers knows that the news
shown/published does not have anything in it or
cannot be trusted. Many of the sources that
disseminate news are being controlled (by the
government). Even pro-Modi voters know that
there isn’t any news, information, or
questioning involved in TV news. Let us take an
example. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi is not
contesting from Amethi this time. Every
journalist has reported on it and has said that
Mr. Gandhi is scared, which is fair. But in Jammu
and Kashmir, where the government abrogated
Article 370, the BJP, which aims to secure 370
seats across the country, is not contesting any of
the three Lok Sabha seats. What can be bigger
news than the fact that the BJP has run away
from this Union Territory? So, more than trust,
there is a huge decline in content.

To be sure, I am mindful of the fact that there
are many good journalists in India, but the scale
of those who are not good is huge. People have
to go somewhere to get news and analysis. There
is no society in the world that I am aware of that
can survive without news. So, this is why they go
to YouTube. However, it would not be right to
say that there is complete trust in YouTube. It is
still in the bu�ering stage: people are trying to
�gure out where to go to get their news.

On YouTube, too, there are many challenges.
Many people speculate and overstep in their
analysis, and their language is di�erent.
YouTube seems like an alternative journalistic
platform but it is in a nascent stage and will take
a lot of time to evolve. The reach and scope of
TV is much higher. But it’s good that there is a
marginal platform which people support.

Kunal Purohit: Since 2014, we have seen two
processes happening simultaneously. First, TV

media has become more and more pliable to the
extent that people looking for critical
information are becoming disappointed.
Second, there has been a constant
de-legitimisation of the media right from the
top: the Prime Minister has called us ‘news
traders’, his Ministers have called us
‘presstitutes’. This was done to such an extent
that people began losing faith in what the news
can show us. So, they started looking for sources
of information that they could trust. And in their
search, they reached YouTube.

A lot of those on YouTube don’t call
themselves journalists, they call themselves
creators. Isn’t this a problem?

RK: What is the nature of YouTube? They are all
creators and alongside they are journalists or
they evolve into journalists. They have the
convenience of calling themselves journalists or
creators. You, for instance, don’t have that
option. But I do believe that reporters can only
grow in an institutionalised environment where
there is knowledge sharing. If someone wants to
become a journalist, the newsroom is the best
place. If I have to do a story on health and I am
in your newsroom, I can speak to the person
covering health. I operate the same way now
too: I reach out to various journalists — for
example, The Hindu Data Team. YouTube has its
limitations. That’s why I say it is evolving. By
taking a vox pop, you can get a smart reaction
from people, but that doesn’t feed journalism.
There are lots of �aws in the vox pop journalism
that we see on YouTube. But one hopes that
more skilled people who can be trusted will
come on to the platform and do journalism
ethically — the kind you cannot �nd on TV.

Kunal, you have written that each time a
news event occurs, more people are likely to
go on Facebook and YouTube to search for
content online to inform themselves. What
did you �nd in your reporting?

KP: Studies show that more and more Indians
turn to YouTube than even Google search now,
whether to �nd a recipe or news. I saw how

much the Hindutva pop stars I pro�led over four
years were working to serve that audience. They
realise that the idea always is to “set narratives”
online each time something big happens. As our
attention spans are short these days, people
don’t necessarily have the bandwidth to be
processing a news event for days. So, the trick is
to plant a narrative in people’s minds and say
this is how you should be looking at this event.

When I was reporting, Kavi Singh, a
25-year-old singer from Haryana, and her father
were shooting for a video and that’s when they
realised that Article 370 was abrogated in J&K.
They rushed back home and within a few hours,
they created a song saying “now that Article 370
is abrogated, you can hear chants of ‘Jai Shri
Ram’ in Kashmir”. That was their takeaway.
They told me they also feel like they are
journalists as they are “setting narratives”. So,
the de�nition of journalism keeps expanding.
This is a tricky, dangerous slope to be on. The
(right-wing) IT cell operates in unison. That’s
how some narratives become dominant.

There is a lot of disinformation on YouTube.
Do you think it can and should be curbed?

RK: As Kunal said, there is a huge ecosystem out
there. There is a parallel system being created
but the misinformation and disinformation �ght
is huge and di�cult. But what has happened is
many YouTube journalists amplify the reports
published in good newspapers so that it reaches
a di�erent set of viewers, who value it greatly.
Ampli�cation gives us satisfaction. Journalists
get the best satisfaction from doing original
stories, but we should not guard this pleasure
too much. We should amplify good stories so
that good journalism is known. This is more
important.

The Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill,
2023, seeks to bring OTT and digital news
platforms under its ambit. What do you
think of the Bill?

RK: With this Bill, the possibilities on YouTube
will end. There are community guidelines on
YouTube. If you follow them, there is not much
of a problem. But if a notice comes from the
government, then you will have to take it (video
or channel) down. This election, a lot of the
challenge to the government’s narratives have
come from YouTubers. The government doesn’t
want this to grow. It has even tried to shut down
channels with 10 million subscribers. If it is so

emboldened, it can �nish o� the careers of
YouTubers. And it’ll be di�cult to continue on
YouTube. But news will �nd its way to people.

KP: I want to add to what Ravish said about
disinformation. We need to separate the likes of
Ravish from the pro-establishment “news
channels”, which are merely an extension of the
right-wing IT cell. I analysed some of them for a
story. One of the biggest ones is called NMF
news. One of its reports said Wayanad has
become an ISIS colony and another said
Bangladeshis and the Rohingya have in�ltrated
Jharkhand and are converting the tribal people
by marrying them. This is a clever way of doing
propaganda, where you’re o�cially doing news
but you’re actually just trumpeting what the
propaganda channels are telling you to do.

How do you deal with this? There are many
cases where the government is going after
independent news channels on YouTube, as
Ravish said, but what they are not doing as
much is going after the likes of NMF News.

Some independent journalists on YouTube
say they have no idea why their views have
suddenly dropped. YouTube has pulled down
some channels without really explaining why, so
there is also lack of transparency, and there is
arbitrariness. The government with the Bill has
made its intention clear. It wouldn’t have
bothered to look at regulating YouTube if it
didn’t think YouTube was damaging it enough.

RK: The Prime Minister addressed about
5,000 content creators recently. Second, Kunal
spoke of how the right-wing supports some
YouTubers. The best example of that is the
YouTuber Manish Kashyap. He spread fake news
on Tamil Nadu, got arrested, and has now joined
the BJP. So, social media has come a breeding
ground for future leaders of the party. And these
people eat into the share of those who have
done hard work for the party on the ground.

KP: Yes, the fact that the Prime Minister
interacts with YouTubers and awards them tells
you how highly the establishment thinks of
YouTube as a medium for setting the narrative.

Do you think this trend could a�ect the
election outcome?

RK: Whether it does or not is a separate
question. But many of the fake narratives have
not succeeded this election. The BJP created a
kingdom of narratives, but now lots of people
have climbed its walls as challengers. In 2014,
the ground was empty. In 2019, a few plants
were growing. Now, there are many trees.

Are independent journalists on YouTube replacing TV journalists? 

YouTuber Manish Kashyap joins the BJP. PTI 
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Beating the heat

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

X

During a heatwave in Kerala, people flock to Paniyeli Poru, an ecotourism centre on the outskirts of Kochi, where the Periyar river flows over an expansive bed of rocks. This is

the junction where several strands of the river, flowing in from Malayattoor, conjoin. THULASI KAKKAT

New Delhi, May 9: Parliament passed the
Finance Bill, 1974 to give e�ect to the �nancial
proposals of the Central Government for
1974-75 when the Rajya Sabha returned the Bill
to-day. The Opposition fought the Bill at every

stage through a series of amendments which
were rejected by the House — four after the
Opposition forced a division and the rest by
voice vote. A number of amendments related
to increased levy on post cards, whose
withdrawal was strongly urged by several
members. 

Other amendments related to withdrawals
of levies on kerosene, further raising the
income tax exemption limit and withdrawal of
levies on various articles of common use like
toothpaste and sweets.

FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 10, 1974

Rajya Sabha returns 
Finance Bill 

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

At the High Court Mr. Justice Devadoss passed
orders in the case in which the Cambridge
University Press had applied for an injunction to
restrain Messrs. P.R. Rama Ayyar and Sons from
selling their publication of XIX Century Prose
prescribed for the B.A. Degree Examination
1925. Mr. R.N. Ayyangar who appeared for the
plainti� said that the defendants had copied in
their book several passages from the notes
published by the plainti� press on the Essays
which was the textbook prescribed.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MAY 10, 1924

Copyright action 

E
very time I have travelled to rural
India, I have been astounded by
how much the people of urban In-

dia take access to basic necessities for
granted. These necessities remain a
dream for some people, as I learned re-
cently while travelling in north Maha-
rashtra, a State known to be progressive.

During a visit to Jalgaon in the sub-re-
gion of Khandesh, the District Collector,
Ayush Prasad, suggested that I visit Am-
bapani hamlet in Yawal tehsil to get a
�rst-hand experience on how polls are
conducted. This is an area without roads
or concrete pathways, phone connectivi-
ty, or public transport.

As the steep, muddy pathway that
leads to the hamlet is uneven, passes
through forest area, and can only accom-
modate one two-wheeler at a time, o�-
cials walk to Ambapani hamlet with elec-
tronic voting machines. The Pawara
tribal people who live in this region do
not live in clusters; they occupy land in
the hills and build homes away from one
another. Apart from the lack of mobile
network, I was surprised to �nd that
there was no electricity or water connec-
tion in the area with a population of 810.
Of them, 310 were registered voters and
had voter IDs. They said that they voted
for the �rst time in 1994. Back then, they
walked 13 km to the nearest gram pan-
chayat in Moharale village to exercise
their franchise.

The people felt they do not matter to
the government. They were unaware of
the political parties in the fray and their
party symbols. They said they had never
seen an election campaign and no politi-
cal party had ever visited them. But they
said they would vote nevertheless. “We
were told to vote. We were told it is our
duty to do so,” said Rupsing Bajarya Paw-
ara, a resident.

How then do you decide to select a
political party, I asked. Swali Bai Pawa-

ra,35, giggled. “We do not understand
these pictures (party symbols) on the box
(ballot box), so we press whatever ap-
peals to us the most,” she said.

They did not know why they were ex-
pected to vote either. I told them that vot-
ing enables citizens to elect people to
power and to make their voices heard.
They laughed. “Are you joking? Who are
these people who will make our lives bet-
ter? You have come here, you have seen
how di�cult it is to reach here. Why
would anyone want to visit us,” asked
Rambai Pawara, a resident. Ungya Gurja
Pawara, another resident, asked me
whether the voting process could really
make their life better and if so, how.

Then why do you vote, I asked. They
said that they feared the forest depart-
ment would displace them.

I found similar reasons driven by fear
in the hamlets of Nandurbar in Satpura
range. In Nashik’s Trimbakeshwar tehsil,
the Warli, Katkari, and Kokni tribal peo-
ple do not have government supplies
such as ration, but they vote religiously.
This is because, they said, they feared
they would be declared dead if they do
not. “What if the government strikes o�
my name from their document if I do not
vote? My family has to su�er then,” said
Bhaudu Ramu Pingle, a resident.

In India, there is great buzz about the
Lok Sabha election. Political parties cam-
paign daily, their remarks make front-
page headlines. But travelling to remote
corners of one of the largest States, I real-
ised that in some parts of India, commun-
ities are still waiting for their voices to be
heard. These tribal communities play a
role in electoral politics, but they do not
make informed decisions. It is not pride,
anger, or even a wish for change that
drives them; it is fear of losing something.
These are people who have religiously ex-
ercised their franchise, but unfortunate-
ly, they have got nothing in return.

purnima.sah@thehindu.co.in

NOTEBOOK

Getting inked without information 

In some remote areas, people do not know which political parties are
in the fray, but they vote so that they are not struck o� the rolls 

Purnima Sah
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Decrease in equity
mutual funds in�ow in
April

16
percent. Equity mutual funds

attracted ₹18,917 crore in April,

according to the Association of

Mutual Funds in India. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of countries
to witness rise in
exports from India

115
India’s exports have

increased to more than 100

countries during 2023-24

despite the economic uncertainties. PTI

Share of children to
not receive measles
vaccine in India

12
percent. Children receiving none

of the double-dose, signals a

“concerning gap” in

immunisation coverage. PTI

Share of disease
burden in India due to
unhealthy diet

56.4
percent. Indian

Council of Medical

Research released 17

dietary guidelines to prevent diseases. PTI

Number of �ights
cancelled by Air India
Express

85
Air India Express cancelled

23% of the total daily capacity

as the cabin crew shortage

continued for the third day. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

A
political slugfest has emerged
over the reservation issues with
the BJP making outlandish
remarks about the Congress’

demand for caste census by linking it to
religion. The Opposition, meanwhile, had
raised concern over the BJP’s position on
reservation, despite the latter’s explicit
denial of any change in policy.

Constitution and a�rmative action
The Constitution aims to secure social
justice while guaranteeing equality as a
fundamental right. Articles 15 and 16
guarantee equality to all citizens in any
action by the state (including admissions
to educational institutions) and public
employment respectively. To achieve
social justice, they also enable the state to
make special provisions for the
advancement of OBC, SC and ST. OBC is a
collective term to classify socially and
educationally backward castes. Many
States also classify certain castes as the
Most Backward Classes (MBC). The
reservation percentages vary from State
to State. 

In the Indra Sawhney case (1992), the
Supreme Court upheld the 27%
reservation for OBC. It opined that caste is
a determinant of class in the Indian
context and backwardness cannot be
determined solely on economic criteria.
However, to uphold the basic structure of
equality, it �xed a cap of 50% for
reservations unless there were
exceptional circumstances. The
reservation of OBC (27%), SC (15%) and ST
(7.5%) resulted in a total reservation of
49.5%. The court also provided for
excluding the creamy layer from OBC
with an income limit currently at ₹8 lakhs
per annum. Children of parents, either of
whom entered the government service
(Centre or State) as Group A/Class I
o�cers and children of parents, both of
whom entered as Group B/Class II o�cers
are also excluded. In the Janhit Abhiyan
case (2022), the court by a majority of 3:2
upheld the constitutional validity of the
EWS reservation. It held that economic
criteria could be a basis for reservation.

A�rmative action elsewhere
In the U.S., there is ‘a�rmative action’

that consists of government-approved and
voluntary private programs granting
special consideration to racial minorities
like African-American and
Latin-American. In Fair admissions vs
Harvard case (2023), the U.S. Supreme
Court, however, ruled that race-based
a�rmative action programs in college
admissions violate the equal protection
clause of the U.S. Constitution. In the
U.K., the law enables voluntary ‘positive
action’ which allows employers to combat
under-representation of disadvantaged
groups. France does not have any
a�rmative action based on race or
ethnicity. It provides educational
measures designed to increase
opportunities for low-income students.

Current debate
The Constituent assembly that framed our
Constitution was against reservation
solely based on religion. The Constitution
guarantees the prohibition of
discrimination only based on religion
under Articles 15 and 16. The inclusion of
all Muslim communities within the OBC

quota in Karnataka forms the basis for the
BJP’s campaign at present. However, it is
pertinent to note that sub-categorisation
for Muslims within the OBC quota has
been present in Karnataka since 1995. The
four per cent sub-categorisation for
Muslims introduced in 1995 by the H. D.
Deve Gowda-led government was
removed by the previous government led
by Basavaraj Bommai. This was
redistributed amongst the OBC in the
Hindu community. However, after
observation by the court in the case
challenging this order, the status quo
continues. Muslim and Christian
communities who are socially and
educationally backward are provided
reservations under the OBC/MBC
category. There is also sub-categorisation
within the OBC/MBC quota for Muslim
communities in States like Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. This is
because the term used in the Constitution
is ‘socially and educationally backward
classes’ and could encompass backward
communities from all religions. It is only
for being a member of a SC, ‘The

Constitution (Scheduled Castes) order,
1950’ speci�es that the person should
profess only Hinduism, Sikhism or
Buddhism. There is no such requirement
for being a member of a ST.

The Congress, meanwhile, in its
manifesto has promised that they would
work towards removing the 50% cap
placed on reservations.

The way forward
Reservation is a�rmative action meant to
balance the historical discrimination
faced by OBC, SC and ST communities.
Rohini Commission was set up to provide
recommendations on sub-categorisation
amongst OBC castes. Though the �ndings
of the report are yet to be made public, it
has been estimated that 97% of reserved
jobs and seats in educational institutions
have been garnered by just around 25% of
the OBC castes/sub-castes at the central
level. Close to 1,000 of around 2,600
communities under the OBC category had
zero representation in jobs and
educational institutes. While
sub-categorisation has been implemented
in 11 di�erent States, it has not been
carried out at the central level. A similar
issue of concentration of reservation
bene�ts persists in the SC and ST
categories. There is no exclusion based on
the ‘creamy layer’ for these communities.
The Dalit Christians and Muslims also
su�er from considerable discrimination
and lack of opportunities. The
government has constituted a commission
headed by former CJI K. G. Balakrishnan
to study the question of extending SC
reservation to Dalits who have converted
to religions other than Sikhism and
Buddhism.

Increasing the reservation limit beyond
50%, sub-categorisation among reserved
categories, introducing appropriate
creamy layers for SC and ST, and
extending SC reservations to Dalit
Christians and Muslims are matters that
are sensitive with their set of pros and
cons. There must be e�ort nevertheless to
deliberate on these matters and frame
suitable policies such that the bene�ts of
reservation progressively reach the
extremely marginalised sections. The aim
should be towards the continuous pursuit
of social justice while maintaining a
harmonious balance with equality
guaranteed in the Constitution.

(Rangarajan R is a former IAS o�cer
and author of ‘Polity Simpli�ed’. Views
expressed are personal)

Reservation within Constitutional bounds
How does the inclusion of Muslims in the OBC quota align with the Constitution’s aim of social justice? Should India consider lifting the 50% cap on reservations

to ensure fair representation for communities? Is it time for India to extend reservation bene�ts to Dalit Christians and Muslims to address historic discrimination?

Rangarajan R.

LETTER AND SPIRIT

THE GIST

�

Articles 15 and 16 of the Indian
Constitution guarantee
equality and provide for special
provisions for the
advancement of OBC, SC, and
ST communities. The Supreme
Court has upheld reservations
for these communities, setting
a cap of 50% unless under
exceptional circumstances.

�

There’s a debate over the
inclusion of Muslims in the OBC
quota in Karnataka. While
some argue it’s in line with the
Constitution’s aim of social
justice, others oppose it, citing
historical opposition to
reservation solely based on
religion.

�

Suggestions include
sub-categorisation within
reserved categories, addressing
the concentration of
reservation benefits, extending
reservation to Dalit Christians
and Muslims, and deliberating
on increasing the reservation
limit beyond 50%. These
measures aim to ensure social
justice while maintaining
equality as guaranteed in the
Constitution.

The story so far: 

A
mid a political storm in
Karnataka over grave
allegations of sexual abuse
against Prajwal Revanna, sitting

Hassan MP and grandson of former Prime
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda, the
International Criminal Police
Organisation, commonly known as
Interpol, has issued a blue corner notice
against the absconding politician. The MP
has been on the run since late last month
following the leak of thousands of explicit
video clips that allegedly show the
33-year-old sexually abusing multiple
women, prompting the JD(S) to suspend
him. 

How does the Interpol alert countries?
The Interpol is an inter-governmental law

enforcement organisation which assists
and facilitates cooperation between
national law forces in 196 member
countries to combat transnational crimes.
The organisation shares information
regarding crimes and wanted
criminals globally, and provides technical,
operational, and investigative support to
locate fugitives.

It manages a database of critical data
about wanted criminals, which member
countries can use to trace such
individuals.

The agency has a National Central
Bureau in all member countries which is a
single point of contact between law
enforcement agencies of that country and
Interpol. 

The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) is o�cially designated as the nodal
agency for India. 

The agency uses

a ‘colour-coded’ system to alert and share
requests for crime-related information
among member countries and global
organisations. Notably, member
countries are not bound by international
law to abide by Interpol notices as they
are entirely discretionary.

Why did Interpol issue a blue corner
notice against Prajwal Revanna?
The international organisation issues a
blue corner notice when the case is
related to missing persons. Also called
an “enquiry notice,” such an alert is sent
for additional information from member
states about a person, to verify their
identity, location, or criminal record
concerning a criminal investigation. 

It is di�erent from a red corner notice,
considering that the purpose of a blue
notice is information about a person of
interest in an investigation, while the

former is generally issued against a
person wanted for extradition, or serve a
sentence based on a court decision, or a
similar lawful action.

Interpol issued a blue corner notice
against Mr. Revanna after the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) formed by the
Karnataka government sought the help of
the CBI for further inquiry. 

The SIT �rst issued a look out circular
against the Hassan MP after he failed to
appear before the panel.

The request came days after the
Hassan MP remained untraceable. As per
reports, the MP left for Munich,
Germany using his diplomatic passport a
day after his constituency went to the
polls in the second phase of the Lok
Sabha elections on April 26, and hours
before the SIT was constituted.

Mr. Revanna’s advocate sought seven
days for his client to present himself
before the panel.

The investigating team, however, ruled
out the possibility and moved for a blue
corner alert against Mr. Revanna,
considering that the investigation is in the
early stages and the police are yet to �le
criminal charges.

The SIT o�cials told Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah that they intend to
arrest the accused to expedite the
investigation as soon as they receive
information about his whereabouts.

Why did Interpol issue a blue
corner notice against Prajwal? 
How is a blue corner Interpol notice di�erent from a red corner notice? What does it mean for the SIT probe

in the Prajwal Revanna sexual assault case? How does Interpol alert member countries about fugitives?

Sumeda 

THE GIST

�

Prajwal Revanna, sitting MP
and grandson of former Prime
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda, is
accused of sexual abuse,
prompting his suspension from
JD(S).

�

Interpol has issued a blue
corner notice against him. Blue
corner notices are issued for
missing persons to gather
information about their
identity, location, or criminal
record for ongoing
investigations.

�

The Special Investigation Team
formed by the Karnataka
government sought CBI’s help
in the case, leading to the
issuance of the blue corner
notice.
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with the subject ‘Text & Context’

A
perusal of the English movies
turning 50 this year, shows
examples of classic and camp.
Where 1974 saw the release of

China Town, The Godfather Part II, two
Mel Brooks comedies — Young
Frankenstein and Blazing Saddles, two
Agatha Christie adaptations — Murder on
the Orient Express and Ten Little Indians
and three disaster �lms — The Towering
Inferno, Airport 75 and Earthquake,
incidentally all blockbusters, the year also
featured R-rated comedies (Flesh Gordon,
Going Places and The Swinging
Cheerleaders), an erotic drama, Julia and
the grindhouse gem, Wide Open.

That was the lurid ‘70s, one can always
say superiorly. By the late ‘80s, the fear of
AIDS punished all forms of perceived
deviant sexual behaviour with boiled
bunnies and ice picks. The Michael
Douglas triptych of Fatal Attraction (1987)
Basic Instinct (1992) and Disclosure (1994)
all �gured a man paying dearly for a
momentary lapse of reason. Disclosure
incidentally is so much fun for all its
delicious ‘90s tech stu� including
Douglas’ character being mi�ed at not
heading the CD-ROM division! 

Love and vengeance
Paul Verhoeven’s Basic Instinct, apart
from doing away with underwear during

interrogation scenes, was
heteronormative with a vengeance — what
with the psychopathic bisexual serial
killer slicing up entitled rockstars. 

Ang Lee’s Brokeback Mountain (2005)
won Oscars for its portrayal of a love that
cannot be named. 

The fact that the love was between two
cowboys, that ultimate symbol of
American masculinity, upped the ante
several notches. Ten years later it was
Todd Haynes’ turn with Carol, based on
Patricia Highsmith’s
semi-autobiographical novel, The Price of
Salt.

However, both these movies and
several others, still had that
heteronormative slant. The lovers and
their furtive love mostly did not have
happy endings. Simultaneously, there was
a depressing sexlessness in mainstream
movies with Tom Cruise as its patron
saint. And to think that Cruise had starred
in Stanley Kubrick’s exquisitely erotic Eyes
Wide Shut! 

As the millennium turned 21 and adult,
sex was back on screen. The credited
presence of intimacy coordinators on set
ensures that no one is being exploited —
Sharon Stone has repeatedly said she was
not aware that she would be revealing
quite as much in the infamous
interrogation scene.

The second season of The Deuce, a
show set in the porn industry in the 70s

and 80s, was the �rst to have an intimacy
coordinator, and since then Bridgerton,
exploring love and heaving bosoms in an
alternate Regency period, and the cult
teen drug and sex drama, Euphoria, have
followed suit. Michaela Coel dedicated
her BAFTA for the hard hitting I May
Destroy You to her intimacy coordinator. 

‘All kinds of fun’
Apart from the much-needed weighty
discourses on sex and sexuality, there
have been �lms and shows that show sex
as all kinds of fun. From Sex Education,
which looks at horny British teenagers
and their elders at Moordale High, to
Minx set in the world of adult magazines,
sex is out there and everyone is having a
jolly time of it.

Shows like Sex/Life, which follows the
fantasies of a suburban housewife and
Obsession, where Richard Armitage stars
as a respectable surgeon whose life gets
derailed thanks to a pash for a mysterious
young woman, follow the ‘90s erotic
thriller template with sweat, grunts,
groans and impossible contortions. Fatal
Attraction’s Adrian Lyne got into the act
with another Highsmith adaptation, Deep
Water (2022), with Ben A�eck and Ana de
Armas playing weird games with each
other when A�eck’s character was not
rhapsodising about snails. 

And then there is the casual approach
to sex on screen best embodied in the

blistering forehand delivered by Luca
Guadagnino in Challengers.

The movie explores the life, love and
sexualities of three tennis players, Tashi,
Patrick and Art played by Zendaya, Josh
O’Connor and Mike Faist respectively. 

The tennis and the sex are explosive
and interchangeable. Tashi leaning back
to watch Patrick and Art make out, with a
satis�ed smile at her handiwork, sets the
tone for the great looking �lm. 

Realisation, normalisation
The Sandman spin o� series, Dead Boy
Detectives, while not about sex, features
Edwin’s sweet realisation of his sexuality
and a not-so-nice dating experience for
Jenny, who runs a niche butcher shop,
when her date turns out to be a stone cold
killer. The Cat King’s attraction to Edwin
is naughty and nice.

Highsmith was way ahead of her time,
as always, by giving a somewhat happy
ending to The Price of Salt.

We follow in her illustrious footsteps
with the normalising of sex of all
persuasions.

If, however, you wish to go old school
there is always the ‘90s. Fatal Attraction
was rebooted into a vaguely vanilla show
and now there is a reboot of that other
shocker from the ‘90s, Presumed
Innocent, with Jake Gyllenhaal playing
Harrison Ford’s Rusty Sabich. Saucy does
not begin to describe it.

Breaking boundaries: the cultural shifts
in cinematic depictions of love and desire
Various �lms and series, ranging from classics to contemporary productions show the changing landscape of sex and sexuality in English

cinema, spanning from the liberated ‘70s to the more conservative ‘90s and the recent resurgence of openness in the 21st century

Changing landscape: Banner advertising Bridgerton TV Series is displayed. GETTY IMAGES

Mini Anthikad Chhibber

X

QUESTION 1

Bruce Banner’s attempts to
save a teenager who runs on
the test site of a bomb causing
him to get exposed to the
gamma rays and sparking his
transformation into the Hulk.
Name the teenager.
X

QUESTION 2

In his debut appearance, the
Hulk had a di�erent skin
colour, but from the second
issue, his skin was changed to
the now iconic green colour
due to certain printing issues.
What was the original colour?
X

QUESTION 3

Bill Bixby, Lou Ferrigno, Eric

Bana, Edward Norton,
Mark Ru�alo, Tim Roth.
Who among them has not
played the Incredible
Hulk? 
X

QUESTION 4

This Iconic mutant
character made his debut
in Hulk issue 181. This
character has also been a
part of a successful film
franchise. Name the
character.
X

QUESTION 5

The name of the character
was changed in the 1978
Television show titled The
Incredible Hulk. Instead of
Bruce Banner, the
character was called
_________ Banner.

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:

1. This poet from Ireland was Tagore’s biggest promoter in
the English-speaking world. Name this poet. Ans: W.B Yeats

2. In 2021, there was outrage in India over the renovation of
a memorial that was the site of one of the bloodiest
incidents in the 1900s. Name this incident. Ans: Jallianwala

Bagh massacre

3. This Nobel Laureate who is known for his contributions to
welfare economics was named by Tagore. Ans: Amartya

Sen

4. This place was recognised as a World Heritage Site last
year. Ans: Santiniketan

5. This magazine published several of Tagore’s poems,
including Amar Sonar Bangla, which became the national
anthem of Bangladesh. Ans: Bangadarshan

6. This film made by Satyajit Ray starring Soumitra
Chatterjee competed for the Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film
Festival. It is based on Tagore’s novel of the same name.
Name it. Ans: Ghare Baire

Visual: Name the artist. Ans: Abanindranath Tagore, his

nephew

Early Birds: Prashant Nain | Rajmohan V | K.N. Viswanathan
| Jyot Prakash Gulati | Saheni George | Dipankar Baidya

THE DAILY QUIZ

In May 1962, the popular superhero Incredible Hulk was introduced by Marvel comics.
Here is a quiz on the scientist-cum-superhero who became a mainstay in pop-culture 

X

Visual question:

Identify this artist who along with writer Stan Lee co-created
the Incredible Hulk. He also earned the moniker King of
comics. 

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

K. Abhinaya

Valued customer (M. Ramachandran,
Kochi)

‘Valued’ here means ‘to have a high
opinion of, attach importance to.’ A
valued customer is a customer who is
held in high esteem. A valued friend; a
valued o�cer. ‘Valuable’ generally goes
with things. ‘Valuable’ means ‘of great
value, price or worth.’

It is a valuable painting.
He gave valuable advice to her.
His friendship is valuable.
‘Valuables’ means ‘valuable things,

especially small personal possessions.’
Peace breaks out (V. R. Moorti,

Thiruvananthapuram)
“ ‘Cambodia — peace breaks out’ was a

headline shown in the morning news
bulletin of Doordarshan. ‘Break out’ does
not go with anything good or pleasant. 

War broke out.
A �re broke out.
The thief tried to break out of prison.
He broke out in a rash last night, the

doctor says that it is because of some
allergy.

Permanent, eternal (S. K. Narang,
Patiala) 

‘Permanent’ is the opposite of
‘temporary.’ A permanent post is a post a
person holds till his retirement or death.
Permanent damage to something is
damage that will remain as long as the
thing lasts. That is eternal which has
neither a beginning nor an end. The
eternal God. ‘Eternal’ also means
‘unchanging, not a�ected by time.’ These
are some eternal truths. It also means
‘ceaseless, too frequent.’ 

I am tired of her eternal arguments.
He is sick of their eternal bickerings.
Plethora (A. Vaswani, Raichur)
‘Plethora’ means ‘over-abundance.’ It

does not just mean ‘a lot,’ but means
‘excessive amount.’ It is followed by ‘of.’ 

The report contains a plethora of
details.

I don’t have the time to plough through
the plethora of details.

I had to listen to a plethora of
complaints.

The ‘e’ in the word is pronounced like
the ‘e’ in ‘bed,’ the ‘o’ and the ‘a’ like the
‘a’ in ‘India.’ The stress is on the �rst
syllable. 

The word is from the Greek ‘pletho’, be
full. In medicine, ‘plethora’ is ‘an
abnormal excess of red corpuscles in the
blood’ or ‘any excess of body �uid.’

Published in The Hindu on December 3,
1991 

Know your
English
K. Subramanian

FROM THE ARCHIVES

IN THE LIMELIGHT
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A
n organisation is essentially
a group of individuals
collaborating to accomplish
a particular purpose. Thus,
its core is primarily

influenced by its people and structure,
complemented by its culture, goals and
processes. It is crucial to recognise that
led by the CEO and the leadership team,
people constitute the bedrock of any
organization.

Studies have established that apparel
is a part of the first impression that
individuals convey about themselves to
the world surrounding them. Therefore,
what employees wear at the workplace
becomes an important part of their
identity. The concept of uniforms dates
back centuries in the military and other
disciplined forces from the
Commanding O�cer to the troops. 

Over time, this idea found its way to
many sectors, including industrial,
healthcare, airlines and hospitality, but
with one significant di�erence; only the
front line sta� and workers wore them. 

The middle managers and the
leadership team exempted themselves
for some reason. There are honourable
exceptions of course — the ubiquitous
doctor’s white coat with a stethoscope
slung around the neck.

Often the argument put forth by
senior leadership in some departments
in organizations for e.g. sales, marketing
and finance that they be exempt can be
quickly closed, if the CEO leads by
example by wearing the company
uniform. The leadership team and the
middle managers then do not need to be
mandated. They have little option, but to
follow. 

An organisation however, may have
many uniforms — preferably by
function and not by hierarchy — as that
would defeat the very purpose of a
uniform. For e.g. the shop floor and sales
and marketing could have di�erent
uniforms based on collective choice and
functionality, but within the department
there would be no distinction. And the
display of the organizational brand on
the uniform, would be identical across
the organization.

Uniforms not only instil a sense of
discipline among people, but also foster
so much more.

Establish a brand identity: Uniforms
play a vital role in shaping the initial
impression of both the organization and
its people, establishing a consistent
brand image of quality service that
appeals to clients and customers. They
e�ectively convey the organization's
core identity to a wider audience. 

Ensure safety and functionality:
Uniforms in various professions serve
functional and aesthetic purposes,
supporting tasks while presenting a
professional image. Tailored uniforms
enhance work environments ensuring

safety and productivity, especially on the
shop floor and in service.

Foster an inclusive culture: When
employees follow a consistent dress
code, it reinforces inclusivity, a strong
sense of belonging within the team,
thereby enhancing employee
performance and raising the standard of
their work. 

Become a conversation starter: As
CEO, I wore the uniforms of the
companies I represented for over two
decades. Uniforms serve as a
conversation starter in public
interactions with customers, clients and
people at large. Many CEOs do the same,
though one always hopes that more
would, else it does seem an opportunity
lost.

IMPACT ON THE WORKFORCE

Fosters a sense of belonging and job
satisfaction: Uniform work wear
promotes group belonging and
teamwork, crucial for organizations
reliant on coordination. I was fortunate
to experience this in my early career in
an Indo-Japanese manufacturing joint
venture, where all employees, from the
CEO to factory workers, wore
role-specific uniforms. Role-specific

uniforms foster equality and
inclusiveness within the company and is
an important lesson for the young. 

Enhances team unity and morale
and also inspiration for the local
community: Uniforms foster
camaraderie and team spirit, leading to
increased productivity and morale.
Wearing high-quality work wear can also
make employees feel valued. Young men
and women wearing their company’s
uniform can also be a source of
inspiration for other youngsters in their
community.

The curious case of the impact of
uniforms: Diversity is crucial in every
organisation, with employees from
various socio-economic, cultural
backgrounds and perspectives.
However, these di�erences can
sometimes lead to judgments and
disparities. Uniforms serve as a unifying
force, harmonizing the workforce and
reducing potential inequalities by
standardizing attire, particularly in
industries with a large employee base.
Yet, often executives as mentioned
earlier, are often exempt from wearing
uniforms creating a perceived stigma. To
mitigate such disparities, CEOs could
set the example by wearing the company
uniform.

Relationship between uniforms, job
satisfaction & productivity: A study in
the Journal of Experimental Social
Psychology introduced the concept of
‘enclothed cognition’, highlighting the
systematic influence of clothing on
psychological processes. Uniforms play
a significant role in employee happiness

and self-conception, with research from
Coventry University and Murray
Uniforms indicating that well-made
uniforms can increase workplace
happiness by over 20 per cent.
Employees themselves believe that their
work attire influences their professional
image and appearance. A study of several
hundred employees, titled "The E�ect of
Employee Uniforms on Job
Satisfaction," revealed that uniforms
boost confidence and credibility. It is
reasonable to assume they also influence
individual and organizational
productivity levels.

To leverage uniforms for improving
employee performance, the senior
leadership can take several proactive
steps. This may include wearing
uniforms themselves to promote unity
and pride among the workforce.
Additionally, organising workshops on
the importance of uniforms within the
organisation can be beneficial. Exploring
the impact of uniforms on workforce
dynamics, particularly on morale and
productivity, presents an intriguing
research opportunity. 

However, taken together, it would
synergistically benefit national
productivity, as it seemingly has in Japan
and South Korea. For many, the best part
of having a uniform is that one does not
have to make choices in selecting what
to wear. It just is more e�cient!

Sondhi is Chairperson National Board for Quality
Promotion and Former MD & CEO, Ashok Leyland &
JCB India; Chauhan is Policy Unit, Quality Council of
India

The value of 
workplace uniforms

SOMASHEKARA GRN

Uniforms serve as a
unifying force,
harmonizing the workforce
and reducing potential
inequalities by 
standardizing attire

INCLUSIVE MOVE. It is important for CEOs to set an example by wearing uniforms to work

VIPIN SONDHI
MEGHA SINGH CHAUHAN
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Q
uite unlike the energy that coursed through
the general elections of 2014 and 2019, this
has so far been a tepid, ‘waveless’ election.

To be sure, it would be inaccurate to say that no
worthwhile issues have been raised. Inflation,
income redistribution, unemployment and
competitive welfarism are the topics of the day, even
if the discussion around them has been of uncertain
quality. What is also evident is that local concerns
have not been highlighted, making it an election that
is low on both national and local flavour. 

Mud-slinging around themes of
corruption and identity have overwhelmed
relevant concerns — be it water shortage in
peninsular India, forest fires in Uttarakhand
or education and health. In Uttarakhand or
north Karnataka, which are through with
their polling, local issues were largely
overlooked. Uttarakhand has seen a tunnel
collapse, endless landslides and avalanches
and the slow sinking of an entire town as a
result of tunnelling for a hydel project. Yet,
the discourse revolved largely around the
Prime Minister. A debate on the pattern of
development should have figured in a State
that is constantly dealing with man-made
natural calamities. Even the forest fires in
the State, being heard by the Supreme Court
and a regular occurrence now, were
overlooked. Besides stubble burning, what
has added fuel to the fire, quite literally, is
the proliferation of pine trees (with their
inflammable resin) as part of the
a�orestation drive. There are also reports of
government agencies being hand in glove
with vested interests to clear forests so that
they can be sold as revenue land.

If Uttarakhand lurches from one ‘natural’
crisis to another amidst political
indi�erence, north Karnataka’s water and
drought woes too found scant mention in
the elections. In the parched regions of
Vijaypura and Bagalkot, the personalities of
candidates held sway. The endemic drought
in north Karnataka and its impact on
agriculture-linked work has been taken for
granted. Political parties do not seem to
have applied themselves to the varied
manifestations of climate change. In
Maharashtra, local politicians make
unrealistic promises on water, while
national leaders skim over issues of drought,
farming and livelihoods. Their
conversations around ‘jobs’ are delinked
from the nitty-gritty of creating sustainable
livelihoods. The rhetoric of this election has
been about ‘guarantees’ without a reference
to what the model of development for a
particular region should be. Local
infrastructure needs have been neglected,
amidst promises of grandiose schemes.

The infirmities in our health and
education systems have not been raised,
except in a superficial way. This is a serious
failing of our political process, given that
challenges of quality and access loom larger
than ever. For a country that was scarred by
Covid when our health systems were shown
up, such indi�erence is simply
unacceptable. It is for the people to stop this
race to the bottom. 

Lost in the campaign 
Water crisis, forest fires, health, education forgotten 
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No place for racist slurs 
The news report ‘Pitroda singes
Cong with racial remarks’ (May 9) has
caused much anguish with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi attacking
the Congress over it. Such racist
remarks are not only insulting to
Indians but also to people of other
nations. 
Sam Pitroda’s exit from the Congress
was only expected. But his remarks
were ba�ing given his important
role in Congress policy-making over
the decade. 
For the remaining phases, the
political parties should focus on
issues such as development,
education, industrial growth, job

creation, healthcare, and
environment. 
Vinod Johri 
New Delhi

Updating borrowers
With reference to the editorial
‘Borrower beware’ (May 9), banks
tweak their deposit and lending rates
based on the MPC’s policy rates. 
However several guidelines related
to interests on advances/overdue
interest/ penal charges etc are not
given adequate importance. 
Banks must provide their customers
at least half-yearly statements of loan
accounts to their borrowers via mail. 
RBI’s diktat to lenders to issue a

standardised ‘Key Facts Statement’ is
notewtorthy. 
Borrowers need to updated regularly
regarding the status of their
borrowings.
Katuru Durga Prasad Rao
Hyderabad

Vaccine worries
AstraZeneca’s recent statement in
the High Court of London that their
Covid vaccine, in very rare cases,
cause deadly Thrombosis with
Thrombocytopenia Syndrome,
shocked the world. 
India’s Covishield is an AstraZeneca
vaccine manufactured by the Serum
Institute of India Pvt. Ltd (SII), Pune. 

In November 2021, India initiated
negotiations with Moderna and
Pfizer to get their vaccines, without
any headway. 
Recent reports reveal the
government withheld consent to the
terms of Moderna and Pfizer as to
accountability and prosecution in
cases of deaths after taking the
vaccine. As of March 2023, India had
administered over 220 crore doses
of the Covid vaccines, of which 175
crore were Covishield. Nevertheless,
it is not clear if AZ or SII could be held
accountable for the side e�ects
caused by Covishield.
Haridasan Rajan
Kozhikode

Catch them young
With refernce to the article ‘Financial
literacy must begin at school’ (May
9), children’s knowledge of
technology must be channelised by
their schools to prevent them from
falling prey to financial frauds. It is
here financial literacy in school
curriculum plays a key role.
As a teacher of economics, I have
seen that students evince a lot of
interest in monetary economics. It is
imperative that schools teach them
the significance of earning wealth
through honest means and avoid
greed.
S Ramakrishnasayee
Chennai

LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

I
t has been a matter of abiding
mystery, at least to me, why political
pundits don’t bother to check with

economic theory to validate whatever
they are saying. There is zero e�ort on
their part to figure out the nature of
political competition which is very
similar, or even identical, to what
economics calls oligopolistic
competition.

Oligopolistic competition is when a
few firms compete with each other.
That’s exactly what happens in
elections. Economists have been
analysing the behaviour of such firms for
around 150 years now.

The first of them was a 19th century
French mathematician called Antoine
Augustin Cournot. He said that usually
firms decide how much they will
produce independently of the other
firms.

This is how political parties also
behave. They decide the number of seats
they will contest, independently of how
many other parties will contest.

Cournot also said that these firms,
whose number is fixed, produce

identical products. This is true of
political parties also.

Nor do these firms collude because
each has some market power. Their
competition is in output, not prices.
Most importantly each firm’s marketing
strategy is based on that of its main
competitor. Think manifestoes.

Later, another French economist
called Francois Bertrand came up with
the opposite theory. Firms compete on
prices, he said, and consumers choose
the quantities they will buy. In politics
this happens at the constituency level.
Each party in a constituency says here’s
my candidate and the voters then vote in
larger or smaller numbers for them.

In this sense, the Cournot and
Bertrand models of oligopolistic
competition are both applicable to
political competition. They complement
each other.

LEADERS AND FOLLOWERS

But there is a third way suggested by the
German economist, Friedrich von
Stackleberg, in 1934. This comprises
market leaders and followers. The leader
makes the first move and the followers
follow with their moves.

Some conditions apply such as the

leader must have enormous
commitment power and can’t backtrack
once committed. Ram Mandir was a case
in point for the BJP and caste based
reservation continues to be for the
Congress and other parties.

The most interesting thing about this
model is the ability of the follower to
hurt the leader. This happens when, in
order to hurt the leader the follower is
willing to hurt itself. The Congress is a
good example of this vis-a-vis say it’s
refusal to go the Ram temple. But
neither in economics nor in politics is
this threat credible.

I am aware that the analogy with

economics can’t be pushed too far. But
on the whole the di�erent theories of
oligopolistic competition o�er enough
insights into political competition to
enable a more coherent analysis than
what our experts o�er.

For example, in the 2024 general
election, the competition is between
two major formations, the NDA and the
so-called INDIA alliance. Cournot-like,
the BJP has set its ‘output’ at 300 seats.
It is contesting around 450. The
Congress is contesting around 325.

But given that the BJP has weak brand
pull and distribution outlets in about
180-200 seats in the south and the east,
this means it must win 300 out of 343
seats or, if it’s lucky, out of about 365
seats.

That’s a strike rate of around 80 or
more per cent. For a party that’s been in
power for a decade that is probably too
high. Even a 70 per cent strike rate gives
it only about 255. A strike rate of 60 will
place it at a serious disadvantage.

We can see from this how economic
analysis of oligopolistic competition
allows us to get reasonably accurate
forecast, give or take 10 per cent as error
margin because of the dynamics of
oligopolistic competition.

Making sense of politics through oligopoly models

TCA Srinivasa Raghavan

POLITICAL PARTIES. Vying for
powerSANJAY RITTI

Such firms, whose number is fixed, produce identical products. This is also true of political parties
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C
ontroversial remarks from
political candidates have
always been a part of

Indian elections. 
However, in the ongoing 2024

LS election, candidates are
crossing ethical boundaries more
than ever before.

Leaders from both the ruling
and Opposition parties have been
making intemperate remarks and
the poll panel has sent notices to
some of them. 

These are glaring violations of
the Election Commission of
India’s (ECI) Model Code of
Conduct. 

In response, the ECI has issued
general warnings and notified the
concerned political parties to
maintain the ethical standards of
elections. 

However, are mere warnings
enough to ensure fairness during
the election?

The ECI is expected to come
down hard on any political party
or candidate violating the law; and
issuing mere warnings is not
enough. 

The ECI is one of the
trustworthy institutions that has
ensured fair elections since
independence, so inaction on its
part can dent its reputation.

The ECI is already facing a
growing challenge in countering
the criminalisation of politics
during elections. 

Hate speech among
parliamentarians has
unfortunately become a norm
nowadays.

According to the Association
for Democratic Reforms analysis,
out of 4,768 MPs and MLAs in the
last five years contested, 107
lawmakers have hate speech cases
against them. 

The BJP leads with 42 such
lawmakers, followed by Congress
with 15, and then AAP, DMK, and
others. 

The 2018 book How Democracies
Die written by Harvard academics
fellows Daniel Ziblatt and Steven
Levitsky, says that democracies
deteriorate not necessarily due to
violent coups but because elected
parliamentarians exploit the very
institutions meant to uphold
democratic processes in order to
undermine them.

The ECI must flex its muscle
Jayant Pankaj

FROM THE VIEWSROOM.



T
he Central Board of Direct
Taxes has announced that
net direct tax collection has
exceeded its target for
2023-24. It has increased

17.7 per cent over last year and much
faster than the income increase of about
9 per cent. Analysis of this data is also
important since the Prime Minister has
set in motion the issue of redistribution
in the economy.

Net direct tax collections of the
Centre, at ₹19.58-lakh crore, are higher
than the Budget estimate of ₹18.23-lakh
crore for 2023-24. This was revised to
₹19.45-lakh crore in the Interim Budget
2024-25 and the actual has turned out to
be even higher by 0.67 per cent. The net
figure is arrived at by subtracting the
refunds to taxpayers. The refunds have
also increased substantially by 22.74 per
cent over the last year’s figure of
₹3.09-lakh crore to reach ₹3.79-lakh
crore. What does it tell us about Indian
economy’s performance in 2023-24?

RISING SHARE OF PIT

Direct tax collection by the Central
government comes from incomes,
wealth and transactions. Tax on wealth
— wealth tax, estate duty and gift tax —
has been negligible since it is largely
eliminated. Income tax is collected both
as personal income tax (PIT) and
corporation tax.

PIT has sharply increased by 24.26 per
cent. Corporation tax has increased by
10.26 per cent and is 46.53 per cent of
the total direct tax collection,
considerably less than its share of 49.64
per cent in 2022-23.

In 2018-19, revenue from corporation
tax exceeded PIT by 40.3 per cent. In
2019-20 this excess declined to 13.05 per
cent due to the sharp reduction in the
corporation tax rate. In 2020-21, the
excess turned into a deficit of 6.4 per
cent but in 2021-22 corporation tax
collection again exceeded that from PIT
but after that PIT has been higher. Why
these swings?

The increase in tax collection can
occur for two reasons. First, an increase
in the base of tax collection. That is,
more entities come under the tax net.
With inflation, nominal incomes rise
and those who were not under the tax
net also come under it. The number of
people in the direct tax net has risen
from 7,42,49,558 in FY17 to 9,37,76,869
in FY22. Further, those already in the tax
net have a higher income. Second, if the
government raises the rate of tax,
collections increase. Both these factors
are at play currently.

Income tax rate has been raised
through a surcharge on tax payable while
keeping the base rate unchanged at 30
per cent and education and health cess
at 4 per cent. In 2014-15 a surcharge on
income tax of 10 per cent was
introduced for an income above ₹1
crore. In 2016-17, it was raised to 12 per
cent and in 2017-18 to 15 per cent. In
2018-19, a surcharge of 10 per cent for
income between ₹50 lakh and ₹1 crore
was introduced while 15 per cent on
incomes above ₹1 crore remained
unchanged. In 2021-22, a levy of 25 per
cent on incomes between ₹2 crore and
₹5 crore and 37 per cent on income
above ₹5 crore was introduced. There
was no change in surcharge for income
below ₹2 crore.

In brief, while the corporation tax rate
was reduced, the tax on incomes has
been raised. Naturally, tax collection
under PIT has increased faster than

from corporation tax. Further, the big
increase in income tax collection is no
indication of a rapidly growing economy.
It could be claimed that the increase is a
result of better tax compliance due to
control of black economy but that does
not appear to be the case.

NARROW BASE OF PIT

To know whether or not compliance has
improved, there is need for more
granular data on which entities are
paying more of income tax. Detailed data
is available for 2020-21 and some data
for 2021-22. What does it reveal?

First and foremost, the base of tax
payment in India is very narrow. Only
those in the top rung of the income
ladder in the country are in the income
tax net. In 2020-21, 6.6 per cent of the
population filed a tax return. But most of
them did not pay any income tax since
their income was below the taxable
limit. E�ectively, only 0.68 per cent of
the population had high enough income
to pay a significant amount of income
tax, these are called the e�ective
taxpayers. Further, 0.016 per cent
declared an income above ₹1 crore with
a share of 38.6 per cent of the declared
taxable income.

It is this 0.68 per cent and 0.016 per
cent which has had to pay a surcharge

and a higher tax rate. Even if their
income did not rise, they had to pay a
higher tax rate. 

For income between ₹2 crore and ₹5
crore, there was an increase of 3 per cent
in the tax rate and for an income above
₹5 crore the increase was 6.6 per cent.
This rate increase explains a part of the
increase in PIT.

The other part is due to a rise in
inequality in the economy. The
taxpaying citizens largely belong to the
organised sector. Their incomes have
risen substantially and they pay more
tax. The unorganised sector incomes are
mostly below the taxable limit.

Further, data on Q3 of GDP for
2023-24 shows a decline in the share of
consumption. This indicates a shift in
incomes’ share from the poor to the
well-o�, since higher the income,
smaller is the per cent of it consumed.
So, as the income share of the well-o�
increases PIT would increase without
compliance improving.

In brief, the rapid increase in PIT
indicates increasing income disparity
between the organised sector which falls
in the tax net and the unorganised sector
that lies largely outside the tax net. No
wonder there is talk of redistribution.

The writer is retired Prof of Economics, JNU

Direct tax collections
reflect disparities

While the corporation 
tax rate was reduced, the
tax on incomes has
been raised. Naturally, tax
collection under PIT has
increased faster.

TAKING STOCK. The taxpaying citizens largely belong to the organised sector. 
Their incomes have risen substantially and they pay more tax

ARUN KUMAR
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T
he Reserve Bank of India’s
draft guidelines for
disclosure on climate risks

and opportunities were released
on March 28 for public feedback.
The norms are a balanced
response towards keeping the
Indian financial system resilient
in the face of climate shocks and
helping regulated entities (REs)
systematically steer financial
resources to opportunities
presented by green transition.

While the guidelines provide a
time-bound practicable roadmap
for REs, making them work will
require some immediate
challenges to be addressed. 

Di�erentiated glide path: The
guidelines follow a four year
implementation glide path
starting next financial year
(FY26) catering to di�erent kinds
of REs. All REs except urban
cooperative banks (UCBs) will
start reporting next financial year
on governance, strategy, risk
management. Given that the level
of disclosures would vary
according to the size, scale and
complexity of the operations of
the REs, RBI further di�erentiates
between baseline and enhanced
disclosures, with the latter being
optional for some entities. The
guidelines make reporting on
metrics and targets mandatory
after the first year. By FY29, all
REs will be reporting on all four
parameters.

Climate focussed
requirements and challenges:
Three requirements contained in
the guidelines and attendant
challenges merit special mention.
First, RBI requires that REs
identify and quantify risk over the
relevant time horizon — short,
medium or long term — and link
it with their planning timelines
for e�ective strategic
decision-making. Time horizons
for physical climate risks such as
floods, droughts and changes in
rainfall pattern can vary, making
risk modelling and exposure
assessment a tricky business for
REs without robust granular data. 

Similarly, transition risks due
to changes in policy, technology
and consumer choices can
manifest di�erently in di�erent
climate scenarios across di�erent
time horizons. While the
guidelines suggest that REs use
the available and applicable global
or national guidance on plausible
climate scenarios, and define time
horizons as applicable to them,
this is a huge undertaking. It will
also make comparability in
disclosures challenging. 

Second, RBI requires REs to

report on reducing their financed
emissions — the GHG emissions
attributed to the loans and
investments made by an RE to its
investee or counterparty.
Capturing financed emissions of
banks when an intermediary is
involved such as an NBFC that
borrows from banks and on-lends
to high carbon emitting entities
will also be equally important
given the interconnectedness
between banks and NBFCs in the
Indian financial ecosystem. How
will this be captured is not
entirely clear in the reporting
requirements on financed
emissions for banks. 

Third, RBI requires REs to
disclose transition plans. This
could be a highly enabling aspect
of the guidelines as it allows a
multi-year approach beyond the
usual financing or investment
time horizons to facilitate a more
comprehensive assessment of
climate risks, and is a way to build
accountable bank-borrower
engagement to expedite shifts in
capital allocation. 

Need for enhanced capacities:
Accurately capturing climate
impact on REs’ balance sheets will
remain a challenge. REs will need
to upgrade climate stress testing
capacities; and technical and
methodological skills will need to
be ramped up rapidly within REs
as well as within the RBI’s
relevant departments.

Appropriate steps and further
coordination are needed for
successful implementation of
these guidelines. First, a
sustainable finance taxonomy
that includes definitions of
transitional activities will help
assess the greenness of RE
portfolios. This awaits action by
the Finance Ministry which had
anchored the taxonomy process
in 2021-22. And, second, forward
looking disclosure requirements
on climate, including on
transition plans, for businesses
will be needed for granular data to
flow from the borrowers to REs.
This is in the purview of SEBI. 

The writer is Head, South Asia, Climate Bonds
Initiative

Greening financial entities

Neha Kumar 

CLIMATE SHOCKS. Financial
system must be made resilient

Stumbling blocks to RBI roadmap must be removed

May 10, 2004

ICAI eyes global enrolment
Overseas students training for the Indian chartered accountancy course under
foreign accountants? This is one of the items on the agenda of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India, which wants to spread its tentacles overseas. The
ICAI has now approached the Government to allow overseas students doing
articleship under recognised accountants practising in those countries to take the
CA examinations o�ered in India by the institute. 

HC fiat to Centre brings relief to 2 more FM players
The Delhi High Court has directed the Centre not to demand till May 17, the
licence fee of over ₹7.15 crore each from two private FM Radio players for the
third year after the broadcasters informed that they have made a representation
about their grievances before the TDSAT. 

Bharti group eyes overseas acquisition
Telecom major Bharti group has indicated that it would look for acquiring
companies in overseas markets such as East Asia, West Asia and Africa. Mr Sunil
Mittal, Chairman and Managing Director, told newspersons in Jaipur that the
company would concentrate on at least one more buy-out within India this year.

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

ACROSS

1. Helpful, as criticism (12)

8. Not doing anything (8)

9. Cease (4)

11. Unseemly speed (5)

12. One receiving

instruction (7)

13. Proboscis (4)

15. Steering-gear (4)

19. Ministers in o�ce (7)

20. Shellfish (5)

22. In the same place

(abbr) (4)

23. Synthetic resin (8)

24. Night-time drug (8-4)

DOWN

2. Stones (5)

3. Type of dog (6)

4. Abuse (6)

5. Concentrated (7)

6. Tried out di�erent 

things (12)

7. Traditional British 

fare (4,3,5)

10. Evening-flier (3)

14. Die down (7)

16. Cuttlefish fluid (3)

17. Remove water (6)

18. Maintenance (6)

21. Spirit in ‘The Tempest’ (5)

ACROSS

1. I have to build first to be of help in criticism (12)

8. Doing nothing at home, I have to follow the deed (8)

9. The point in print is to get return of heaps of money (4)

11. Speed with which the alteration is made, as inside (5)

12. Ran around in a backward sort of dance, he being a 

tyro (7)

13. Bouquet of wine one recognises, one is told (4)

15. The elm tops being removed, this may turn craft (4)

19. This maker, skilled in joinery, might be the PM (7)

20. Shellfish that isn't cooked in a pan without a 

middle (5)

22. One to make an o�er in the same place shortly (4)

23. Like beat that's di�erent for a synthetic material (8)

24. Slumbering quietly when unwell? It's a knock-out! (8-4)

DOWN

2. Jewels to knock up : ring first (5)

3. The person who devises examinations is a dog (6)

4. Bitterly assail the Sappers - quite horrid! (6)

5. One sent packing in the North-east for being strained (7)

6. Had a go with Ernie, ex-PM Ted perhaps (12)

7. Original takeaway of spinach if she's lost direction 

maybe? (4,3,5)

10. Flutter an eyelid for the man at the wicket (3)

14. U-boat flank will sink down (7)

16. With which to write ‘family’ with the first last (3)

17. It's over-exertion for the Saint, somehow, when 

about right (6)

18. Down to let go the antithesis of maintenance (6)

21. Shakespearean character that is in early contents (5)

EASY

ACROSS 1. Trusts 8. Learn 9. Puritan 11. Yearling 12. Heads 15. Tame 16. Try 17. Army 19. Twice 21. Flattery 24. Earthen 25. Deter 26. Nurses

DOWN 2. Rouge 3. Swindler 4. Slay 5. Alert 6. Mali 7. Snag 10. Nevermore 12. Hate 13. Tap-water 14. Byre 18. Story 20. Crete 21. Fade 22. Ante 23. Yawn

BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2436

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2435

NOT SO EASY

I
nnovation stands as the
cornerstone for attracting
investments and creating

high-quality jobs. Increased R&D spend
can spur productivity and e�ciency,
boosting economic growth ultimately. 

India more than doubled its R&D
spend to ₹1,27,000 crore in 2021 from
₹60,000 crore in 2011, but as a
percentage of GDP it has come down to
0.64 from 0.76 during the period.
Clearly, R&D spend has not grown
commensurately with GDP growth.
Going by 2021 DST data, the R&D
spend is driven mainly by the Central
Government, at 43.7 per cent, followed
by the private sector, at 36.4 per cent. In
countries like Japan, the US and Korea,
the R&D spend by businesses is around
70 per cent, and in most emerging
countries it is more than 50 per cent.
Obviously, the private sector in India
needs to increase its share quickly. 

If we look at the R&D spend by
higher education institutions as a
percentage of total country R&D spend,

India’s spend is far lower than that of
Australia (36 per cent), the UK (24 per
cent), Canada (39 per cent) and the US
(11 per cent). So, the spend by
educational institutions also need to go
up substantially to harness the key
learnings in these institutions. One
good example is development of India
Stack for 5G technology, and the
Maglev train design being done at IIT
Madras. These e�orts can help develop
the technology within the country
rather than rely on foreign firms. 

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

Coming to research publications, India
contributed to nearly 6 per cent of all
such publications in 2023 (3 per cent in
2016); China’s contribution was 22 per
cent in 2023 (up from 10 per cent in
2016), followed by the EU (14 per cent)
and the US (11 per cent).

As for manufacturing sector R&D
spend, drugs and pharmaceuticals leads
by some distance at 33.6 per cent,
followed by textiles (13.7 per cent),
defence (7.3 per cent), and
biotechnology (4 per cent). In the
services sector, the IT sector accounts

for only 10 per cent of the total R&D
spend and transportation (7.7 per
cent). The DRDO accounts for about 30
per cent of the Centre’s R&D spend,
followed by space, at about 18 per cent. 

The government created a
₹50,000-crore fund in 2021 for the
National Research Foundation (NRF)
under the o�ce of Principal Scientific
Advisor. NRF is intended to catalyse
and channelise interdisciplinary
research. While the initiative is
laudatory, the fund should be
considered only as seed money. The
NRF definitely needs more funds with
clear goals and outcomes. The
augmentation e�ort will need private

sector participation. Augmentation can
also happen via public funds lying
unutilised in di�erent schemes. For
example, the Universal Service
Obligation Fund has around ₹77,000
crore. Only 5 per cent, that is ₹3,850
crore, of that is to be spent on telecom
R&D via the Telecom Technology
Development Fund scheme. The USOF
has now been rechristened Digital
Bharat Nidhi, with the intent to
support R&D in telecom services, and
related technologies and products. 

The reliance on government
funding, coupled with a comparatively
low contribution from the private
sector and educational institutions,
underscores the need for a more
balanced and robust approach to R&D
investment. R&D tax debits for private
sector should of course be with
adequate guardrails and adequate
cost-benefit analysis. All e�orts must
be with the objective of fostering
innovation and achieving
atmanirbharta in key technological
domains. 

Kumar is Partner, and Chopra is Manager, Deloitte India

India’s R&D investments need to grow
Sanjay Kumar
Chirag Chopra

R&D. Private sector must step up
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