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T
he Patna High Court judgment striking
down enhanced reservation for various
communities in employment and educa-

tion marks yet another instance of the strict ap-
plication of the 50% ceiling on total reservations
by the judiciary. The verdict has invalidated the
Nitish Kumar regime’s decision of last year to
amend its quota law to raise Backward Classes
(BC) reservation from 12% to 18%, that of Ex-
tremely Backward Communities (EBC) from 18%
to 25%, and those of Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes from 16% to 20% and 1% to 2%, res-
pectively. This took the total reservation level to
65%. Applying judicial precedents that have now
crystallised into a legal bar on reservations ex-
ceeding 50%, the court has in�icted a huge blow
to the Bihar government’s plan to utilise its Caste
Survey �ndings to expand its a�rmative action
programme. The government may have erred in
its policy approach — armed with caste-wise pop-
ulation numbers — when its preamble to the
amending law said it aimed to achieve “propor-
tionate equality”. The court agreed with the peti-
tioners challenging the increased quotas on a key
point: that adequate representation does not
mean ‘proportionate representation’, as clari�ed
in the famous nine-judge verdict in Indra Sawh-
ney (1992). If any attempt to raise the quota level
earmarked for any section to be in proportion to
the State’s population results in the total reserva-
tion percentage exceeding the permissible limit,
it is liable to be unconstitutional. 

However, it is unfortunate that the court was
so zealous about the reservation ceiling, that it re-
jected the State’s argument on the existence of
special circumstances. Indra Sawhney did allow
the quota ceiling to be exceeded in “extraordin-
ary situations”. It suggested that the population
living in remote or far-�ung areas may require to
be treated in a di�erent way. The court seems to
have taken that geographical remoteness is the
only special situation to justify an enhanced quo-
ta and denied the bene�t to Bihar. It is di�cult to
believe that a State which is backward in most pa-
rameters of human and social development
should be denied the use of its executive and le-
gislative power to expand its social justice pro-
gramme. The court surely saw merit in the argu-
ment that there was no in-depth study before
enhanced reservation was implemented. This
raises the question whether the survey was in-
deed quite exhaustive when it gave a caste-wise
break-up of the population and their economic
conditions. While there may be a case for prun-
ing the BC or EBC list based on the progress made
over the last few decades, it might not be just to
stymie every attempt to enhance the numerical
representation of historically deprived sections
on the ground that it exceeds the quota ceiling.

Limit and excess 
Creamy layer should be kept out, but

the ceiling on quota is arti�cial 

A
ssembly by-elections seldom throw up
surprises. In Tamil Nadu, close to three
out of four by-polls since 1977, when the

AIADMK �rst swept to power, have gone to the
ruling party (or its allies). The July 10 by-election
to the Vikravandi constituency, located in the re-
latively backward Villupuram district of the
northern part of the State, might not break this
pattern, but the main Opposition, the AIADMK,
has added a new dimension by announcing a poll
boycott. The ostensible reason was its fear that
the ruling DMK would “indulge in enormous use
of money and muscle power...”, just as in the
Erode (East) by-poll in 2023. But, clearly, the
AIADMK, which drew a blank in the 2024 general
election, is wary of failure again. The DMK, the
PMK (as a constituent of the BJP-led NDA), and
the Naam Tamilar Katchi are in the fray. The
AIADMK could also be trying to woo back the
PMK. In any case, the boycott does not behove a
serious party. But whatever the AIADMK’s ration-
ale, its stated explanation is a challenge for the
election authorities, who will have to ensure a
free and transparent bypoll. Previous by-elec-
tions have been marred by the �ow of gifts and
money. In Erode (East), the AIADMK had even al-
leged that the DMK had con�ned sections of elec-
tors in election o�ces during the campaign.

There is a widespread perception that the laws
with regard to bribery as an electoral o�ence are
no deterrent to political parties, especially those
in power. While it is not di�cult to sharpen the
laws, the question is whether they will be en-
forced in a fair manner. So, it is up to the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to now erase these
misgivings. The most powerful weapon that the
ECI has against recognised political parties is the
power to freeze their symbols. But, this has never
been used in Tamil Nadu even when allegations
of electoral o�ences surfaced. In the past decade,
on two occasions when the AIADMK was in pow-
er, the ECI was tough when it rescinded, in 2016,
the polling process in Aravakurichi and Thanja-
vur during the election to the State Assembly.
And, in April 2017, a few days ahead of polling, it
cancelled the R.K. Nagar by-poll over money
power and the o�ering of allurements to the elec-
torate. It is another matter that when the elec-
tions to the three seats were held later, the candi-
dates who were in the news earlier for the wrong
reasons, emerged victorious. Unless the ECI
sends out a strong message that there will be no
tolerance of bribery, there will not be much
change on the ground. Also, the electorate
should not be swayed by either money or free-
bies. In this regard, civil society organisations too
have a crucial role to play.

Money and muscle  
Whatever AIADMK’s reasons for the

boycott, ECI must ensure fair polling  

T
here is a great sense of expectation
from the 18th Lok Sabha, with the
inaugural session scheduled to
commence on June 24. The hope is

that the new House will be di�erent in its working
and its deliberations during its tenure. The
anticipation arises from the reduced numerical
presence of the governing coalition’s lead
partner, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), and the
increased strength of a combined Opposition, led
by the Congress, than what it was during the
previous two editions of the Lok Sabha.

After a hiatus of a decade, a government is a
coalition, headed by the leader of the
single-largest party, and now dependent on
crucial support from two regional allies, the
Janata Dal (United) and the Telugu Desam Party.
Though, technically, the BJP helmed the National
Democratic Alliance government, between
2014-24, the situation then was di�erent as the
lead party had comfort in bench strength, an
element missing for the present.

More space for the Opposition
The verdict handed over by the people in 2024 is
clear. The country requires a stronger
Opposition, which can put forth views that are in
contrast with the policies and programmes of the
governing coalition, and blunt the ability of the
lead party to vigorously push its agenda without
facing resistance. As new members of the 18th
Lok Sabha take oath, the combined Opposition
strength stands a little over 230, while the
governing coalition with over 300 members, tips
the scales precariously in its favour.

This change in the constitution of the new
House gives rise to the hope that there would be
greater accommodation on behalf of the
government towards concerns of the Opposition.
During the past decade, Members of Parliament
opposed to the government complained that
behind the wall of majority, the BJP’s
parliamentary managers conceded little space.
The instances often cited to back this claim were
the non-acceptance, in Parliament, of notices for
adjournment or discussions on issues such as the
border situation since the bloody clashes with
China, and attendant matters.

On the other hand, the government’s
insistence on performance measured in terms of
productivity on legislation became a barometer
for the e�cacy of Parliament. While both Houses
of Parliament remain the only place to legislate
laws for the country, the tendency of the
governing coalition’s parliamentary managers to
secure passage without adequate scrutiny and
debate become a bone of contention with the
Opposition. The sheer presence of its greater
numbers permitted the government to follow the
latter portion of the adage that the ‘opposition
can have its say, the government will have its
way’.

The norm of subjecting proposed legislation to
parliamentary oversight in the form of scrutiny
by committees of jurisdiction became scarce.
Three decades ago, Parliament decided to
expand the committee system and introduced an
additional layer of reading of the Bills. It served

Parliament well, permitting Members across the
aisle to deliberate on Bills in a non-partisan and
dispassionate manner and o�er
recommendations to �ne-tune proposed
legislation. The rationale of conducting
committee meetings away from the public glare
or providing access to the media during its
deliberations was to prevent the proclivity of
members to grand-stand on party lines.
Unanimity was the mantra.

Committees have been transacting a load of
business in examining issues and hearing
suggestions from domain experts which become
integral in arriving at recommendations on a
subject under study. For instance, the Opposition
cited the three controversial farm laws that were
cleared without referral to the Committee,
leading to protests and eventually forcing the
government to withdraw them.

The Opposition’s contention was that an
examination by the committee of jurisdiction and
its consultation process would have provided the
government a well-rounded view. This
opportunity was missed. The system of
parliamentary oversight cannot be equated to
placing Bills in the public domain and inviting
suggestions, which are then vetted by
bureaucratic processes. The committee work
begins after the Ministry concerned drafts a Bill
incorporating, if need be, suggestions �owing
from the public.

Both Houses have separate Rules of Procedure
and Conduct. While following these meticulously
is expected, Parliament also functions on
time-honoured conventions. For instance, when
the Minister makes a suo motu statement on any
issue in Rajya Sabha, the Chair can permit
members to seek clari�cations, a convention that
is unique to the House.

While many advocate the need for a debate
between contesting candidates during elections
on the lines of the U.S. presidential candidates,
the unique practice of holding the elected
government of the day is at play each day during
Question Hour. Ministers come prepared to take
questions from Members, which re�ects the
extent of the grasp of the subject of those seeking
information and the one who is duty-bound to
respond. The schedule of the calendar allocates
Ministries on speci�c days including the Prime
Minister’s O�ce. In the last 10 years, the Prime
Minister has not made an intervention even as a
junior Minister has responded. Another practice
given a go by is the Prime Minister making a
statement after his foreign travels, a task
sometimes delegated to the Minister of External
A�airs.

The post of Speaker
The �rst test of the governing coalition and the
combined Opposition in Parliament will be when
Members of Parliament of the new Lok Sabha will
be called upon to elect the Speaker and custodian
of the House. The governing coalition has the
numbers to place its own person even though the
Opposition may seek to test the waters. However,
the second test will be on the election of the
Deputy Speaker, a constitutional post that

remained vacant during the �ve-year tenure of
the 17th Lok Sabha. Citing convention and
tradition, the Opposition expects the position to
be o�ered to it in the current House. During the
past four decades, there have been exceptions
when a member belonging to a party outside the
government was elected. In 1985 and then again
in 2014, the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam’s M. Thambidurai secured the honour.

As for the proceedings, the new session will
o�er the Opposition ample opportunity to
critically evaluate the policies and programmes of
the government, which will be put forth during
the address of the President of India, Droupadi
Murmu, to Members of both the Houses sitting
together. The ensuing debate on the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s Address o�ers an
opening for the Opposition to pick up and
analyse threadbare issues of concern without
getting hemmed by the topic being germane. In a
way, the Motion can be likened to be an omnibus
resolution.

Signi�cantly, just days after the Lok Sabha
results, the chief of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh Mohan Bhagwat articulated his thoughts
which lay emphasis on consensus building and
suggesting that the Opposition must be viewed as
a political opponent and not an adversary.

Points of friction
In the run-up to the inaugural session of the new
Lok Sabha, points of friction between the
governing coalition and the Opposition cropped
up on two occasions. The Congress objected to
the manner in which the statues of Mahatma
Gandhi and B.R. Ambedkar was shifted to a newly
constructed and designated spot called ‘Prerna
Sthal” (or an inspirational place) within
Parliament’s precincts and also the decision to
appoint BJP’s Bhartruhari Mahtab as pro tem
Speaker.

The �rst decision, it contended, was arrived at
without due process established in Parliament,
while the second decision, on the pro tem
Speaker ignored the convention that senior-most
members in the current House should have been
appointed to complete the formalities of the
swearing-in of new Members of Parliament. The
Speaker, Om Birla, dismissed the �rst by stating
that consultations were held and ‘that there was
no need to indulge in politics on this’. In the
second instance, the Parliamentary A�airs
Minister, Kiren Rijiju, went public criticising the
Congress for politicising the appointment.

By calling on the Leader of the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge earlier, the
Parliamentary A�airs Minister indicated that in
parliamentary democracy, the governing
coalition would follow time-honoured traditions.
As days progress and regular sessions begin, the
role will require dexterity to underscore that the
spirit of accommodation. While the governing
coalition should be in the forefront to take every
shade of opinion along, the Opposition needs to
recalibrate its strategy to extract the best by
taking recourse to parliamentary tools on the
anvil. And, the onus will be on all sides to
maintain civility in debate.

Parliament’s changed bench strength spells more hope 

K.V. Prasad

Delhi-based 
senior journalist

In the 18th Lok
Sabha, the
governing
coalition and
the Opposition
need to do
justice to
parliamentary
business

A
s a new term begins for the government
and the Lok Sabha, it must have green
concerns close to the heart. While we

have never had a government that truly put the
environment �rst, the last one, which was in
pursuit of its ‘development’ agenda, proved to be
actively inimical to the interests of the
environment. For more than a dozen years,
Environment Ministers have been concerned
primarily with the welfare of mining, oil, coal,
highways, and power industries. India stands on
the cusp of severe environmental degradation,
which can only be arrested by the conscious
adoption of green policies even as the country
pursues the goal of becoming a middle-income
economy. These are the areas that need to be
addressed urgently.

Greater vulnerability
Climate change is something India’s leadership
mentions often but does little to engage with
(with the limited exception of promoting the solar
energy industry). Even as energy consumption
soars, no steps have been taken to consciously
pursue an agenda of cutting down emissions.
More importantly, the remediatory aspects of
climate change which include building resilience,
food security, and access to essentials have fallen
far behind in priorities. As �oods, famines,
heatwaves, wild�res, water shortages and
droughts become increasingly common,
contingency plans must be put in place to protect
vulnerable populations and diminish harm. From
updating building guidelines to preserving
natural storm barriers such as mangrove forests,
to establishing funds for evacuation and
rehabilitation, these are the tasks that the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change has had no time for recently.

First, forest cover, India has one of the world’s
lowest levels of green cover per capita. It has only
28 trees per headcount of the populace, in
contrast with Canada’s 8953 or even China’s 130.
Qualitatively important forest cover has

decreased signi�cantly in the last 20 years, and
the less said about urban forestry the better. The
damage to our forests has been covered up with
questionable accounting, which includes
plantation forests and tree cover in urban
centres. Recent legislation such as the Forest
(Conservation) Amendment Bill, 2023, which was
legislation ramrodded through the outgoing
Parliament, needs to be rolled back and robust
new protections put in place.

Second, unliveable cities. The metropolitan
centres of India have overgrown any plans that
were laid for them. Delhi, Mumbai and a large
swathe of tier 2 and tier 3 cities across the
Gangetic belt now have unacceptable levels of air
pollution, destroying the lifespans of their
residents. Bengaluru and Delhi are running out of
water, and the poor have to queue for hours to
have access to the bare minimum. The rivers that
brought life to cities, such as the Adyar in
Chennai or the Yamuna in Delhi, have become
open sewers. Green spaces and water bodies in
cities have been built over, which has created
heat islands. Smaller cities have more
manageable problems, but without timely
intervention, will reach the same crisis levels as
the metros. Sewage treatment speci�cally
requires a major national overhaul as Indian cities
treat only approximately 28% of the sewage they
generate.

Destruction in the Himalayas
Third, concerns in the Himalayas. Climate change
has had outsize repercussions in the mountains
of India. Glaciers are rapidly receding, and in
some places, have disappeared. Up to 80% of
their volume is forecast to disappear in this
century. Rainfall and temperature patterns have
changed beyond recognition. This impacts the
water and food security of not just the people of
the mountains but also of much of North India.
When thousands of Ladakhis fasted and
protested to demand governmental action they
were ignored — perhaps because they held no

votes. Similar concerns arise for wetlands —
whose importance has never been greater— and
other marginal landscapes which are critical for
biodiversity as well. Fourth, public participation.
At the root of many of these problems is the
Indian government’s age-old refusal to listen to
stakeholders and a�ected persons.
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
mechanisms have become mere checkboxes to be
ticked for all projects. Protests are swept aside,
criticism is ignored, and the absence of a
meaningful Opposition has resulted in rapid,
ill-considered steps being taken. The Char Dham
Highway project is an example. Passed through
amidst a barrage of small EIAs, the grandiose
scheme has caused irreparable harm to the river
valleys of Uttarakhand. The deforestation and
erosion caused has created additional unforeseen
risks, best exempli�ed by the tunnel collapse of
November 2023. More importantly, the sanctity
of the EIA Noti�cation of 2006 has been watered
down over the last �ve years with hundreds of
amendments. EIA mechanisms need to be
elevated to statutory status, so that they are
beyond such sabotage.

Restore genuine conservation
Fifth, greenwashing. Ill-advised policies, which
have been driven by commercial interest, such as
green credits and compensatory a�orestation,
have taken the place of genuine conservation
e�orts. Sustainable development does not mean
that only commercially pro�table steps may be
taken by the government. Enforcement
mechanisms and bodies also need more teeth so
as to ensure genuine environmental rule of law.

These are not luxury concerns. They impact
the survival and the health of millions. The
absence of these issues from the election
manifestos of the major political parties was
bitterly disappointing. But it is not too late. If the
government is to truly be the steward of the
people, it must start by taking a hard look at the
physical health of the country.

Create the space for governance with a green heart 

Satyajit Sarna 

a practising lawyer 
in New Delhi

A conscious
focus on green
policies is
crucial as
environmental
issues in India
impact the
survival and 
the health 
of millions

Arun Srikumar 

a practising lawyer 
in New Delhi

The examination system

The stream of irregularities
as far as the conduct of
all-India competitive and
prestigious examinations by
the National Testing Agency

events are extremely
dismaying and gloomy.
There needs to be a
thorough investigation.
K. Sudha Rani,

Secunderabad

The NTA has ended up
playing with the lives of
innocent students who have
spent their precious time
and energy in preparing for
these examinations. The

systems. What is happening
now is no blemish but the
creation of a deep scar on
India’s education system.
Shihab Kattathar,
Mangaluru

cancellation to the NEET-PG
postponement, the central
government must address
the concerns of young
people. The government
should overhaul the NTA’s

is disheartening for young
students (Page 1, “Govt.
removes NTA chief, hands
over probe to CBI”, June
23). From the NEET-UG
fiasco and UGC-NET
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Kuala Lumpur, June 23: Since the beginning of
the conference, Pakistan has been canvassing
for a resolution that could cite the Indian
explosion as a threat to the security of smaller
countries in the sub-continent and of other
non-nuclear nations. 

But countries like Bangladesh, Afghanistan,
Malaysia and Egypt opposed the move. 

They considered that India could not be
singled out. It was agreed that a discussion in
general terms on all nuclear tests could be had
on the agenda. 

At the o�cials’ meeting, Pakistan wanted the
conference formally to call upon the �ve nuclear
powers to give an assurance of security to
non-nuclear nations around India.

Pakistan said that if all the �ve powers were
not prepared to give a joint assurance, then
individual nations should be approached.

The Pakistani delegation spokesman today
denied a report that Pakistan sought to
condemn India for the nuclear test. He also
deplored “tendentious reporting” of the
conference by some news agencies in regard to
Pakistan’s proposed item on strengthening the
security of non-nuclear States. Neither the
conference nor its committees had yet taken up
Pakistan’s proposed item for substantive
consideration, he added.

Out of 30 delegates, only a few countries
touched on the nuclear test. 

Pakistan’s Defence and Foreign Minister, Mr.
Aziz Ahmed said Pakistan’s concern over the
Indian test did not arise merely on account of its
own security or of regional disequilibrium.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 24, 1974

Little support for Pak bid
against India at Islamic meet

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Bombay, June 24: The Board of Directors have
learnt of the several unauthorised and
unjusti�ed rumours about the Tata Iron and
Steel Company’s position and about the
intention of the Board to reduce the capital of
the Company. The Board have this day
completed arrangements for further �nance in
this Company, and with the co-operation of the
shareholders and the investing public, the Board
are con�dent that the necessity for reducing the
capital of reconstructing the Company will not
arise.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 24, 1924

Rumours contradicted.

T
he dust and din have
not settled since the
tragic accident
involving the GFCJ

container train (goods train),
which, while travelling at high
speed, rammed into the 13174
Agartala-Sealdah Kanchanjunga
Express, resulting in 11 deaths and
approximately 40 injuries. Amidst
the uproar, it is very important to
examine some critical points.

Thanks to focused measures
like closing unmanned level
crossings and emphasising track
maintenance, the safety record of
Indian Railways in terms of
fatalities and injuries has certainly
improved. However, comparing
this data to past records to paint a
rosy picture is misleading. Modern
systems and tools make achieving
a zero-fatality record an attainable
goal, and this is what the Railways
should be pursuing. Moreover, the
Union government’s substantial
investment, allocating nearly 25%
of its total capex to railways,
makes funding all safety works
well within the Indian Railway’s
reach. The non-availability of
resources cannot be a red herring
any more.

A statutory inquiry by the
Commissioner of Railway Safety
(CRS) is under way, and the cause
and responsibility for the accident
will soon be determined. It is
almost a foregone conclusion that
the crew of the GFCJ container
train, the station master, and
perhaps even the signal
maintainer will be held
responsible for ignoring the
stipulated Automatic Signal
territory protocol. This pattern of
assigning blame to lower level
functionaries repeats with each
serious accident.

There are other issues which
may or may not be routine and
beg more attention. First, the
information management and
communication of Indian
Railways. Even as facts about the
accident were still emerging, the
Chairperson of the Railway Board
prematurely declared the
container train crew’s disregard of
signals as the prima facie cause.

She also stated that both crew
members had died. While the
former is proving to be only
partially true, the latter was an
insensitive and erroneous
statement as the assistant loco
pilot has survived.

When questioned about the
slow rollout of Kavach, an
indigenous signalling system that
also prevents collisions, she cited
limited capacity in the supporting
industry as a main reason. If
industrial capacity is lacking, it is
the Indian Railway’s responsibility
to encourage and nurture the
allied industry with meaningful
assurances so they invest in
capacity building. Notably, the
Railways decided to adopt the
Kavach system after extensive
trials over 1,400 kilometres on the
Southern Central Railway nearly
three years ago, preferring it over
the established European system,
ETCS Level II. The project has
been a work in progress since
then. Such slow execution of a
project indicates a lack of focus on
safety works.

If the Indian Railways is still not
con�dent of the system’s e�cacy
or speed of implementation, why
plan for its adoption? If that is
indeed the case, there is no harm
in installing ETCS Level II in some
important sections while Kavach
matures. 

We have heard that Kavach is
under implementation on the
Delhi-Howrah and Delhi-Mumbai
sections, but the target for
completion has been missed. It is
pertinent to refer to two
recommendations from the CRS’
report on the Vizianagaram train
accident last year. The report
emphasised the priority
implementation of Kavach in
Automatic Signalling territories, as
they are prone to collisions, and
suggested faster installation in
locomotives and trains ahead of
ground installations to increase
the probability, if not guarantee,
of preventing collisions. The
Railways should �xate on the
trunk routes and Automatic
Signalling territories for faster
installation of Kavach, aiming for

4,000 to 5,000 km/year, which is
achievable. Why are di�ering
views on the protocol to be
followed by station masters and
crews in the case of Automatic
signal failure emerging? This issue
was criticised by the CRS in the
said report, highlighting badly
drafted rules that lead to
ambiguity about what to do in the
case of Automatic signal failure. 

Indian Railways, like many
government entities, is
oversta�ed. However, there are
some safety-critical categories
where work is intensely
continuous, such as loco crew,
train manager, station master,
pointsman and signal maintainer.
Any vacancies in these categories
mean stress and overwork for the
existing sta�. Carrying such
vacancies to save some
expenditure is self-defeating.
Although there are nearly 20,000
vacancies for loco pilot/assistant
loco pilot positions, Indian
Railways issued a notice for
recruiting only 5,658 heads earlier
this year. When the issue was
raised strongly after this accident,
this was revised to 18,799 heads,
clearly showing a cavalier
handling of an important matter.

A big question is whether the
accident was an aberration or if
similar near misses are
commonplace in the a�ected
section. If the enquiry shows that
such incidents were indeed
frequent, it would point to a grave
management failure. A related
issue is the inaction in employing
AI-enabled applications to
improve safety post mortems and
provide actionable alerts.
Extensive digital data from station
data loggers and microprocessors
on locomotives and trains can be
e�ectively managed by AI, �ltering
out the irregularities to precipitate
the grave ones and projecting
them regularly to the very top of
railway management.

One hopes that the enquiry
report will delve more into
managerial issues this time, such
that a clear path toward a safe,
accident-free Indian Railways can
be charted out.

Indian Railways and safety challenges

Sudhanshu Mani

Retired General

Manager/Indian

Railways, Leader of

Train 18/Vande

Bharat project and

independent rail

consultant

Extensive digital
data from
station data
loggers and
microprocessors
on locomotives
and trains can
be e�ectively
managed by AI,
�ltering out the
irregularities

STATE OF PLAY

T
he protracted dispute
over power dues bet-
ween Telangana and

Andhra Pradesh has come to
the fore yet again.

BRS president and former
Chief Minister K. Chandrasek-
har Rao raised the issue in his
letter to the Judicial Commis-
sion headed by Justice L. Nara-
simha Reddy, which was
formed to investigate alleged
irregularities in Telangana’s
power purchase agreement
with neighbouring Chhattis-
garh. He recalled the power
woes faced by Telangana dur-
ing its formative years justify-
ing his government’s decision
to enter into a power purchase
agreement with Chhattisgarh
to meet the requirements.

Mr. Rao stated that accord-
ing to the Andhra Pradesh Re-
organisation Act, 2014, Telan-
gana was entitled to 53.89%
and Andhra Pradesh to 46.11%
of the power generated in the
erstwhile united Andhra Pra-
desh, based on power con-
sumption statistics from �ve
years before bifurcation. The
ratio was to be followed for 10
years, but the share allocated
to Telangana was insu�cient.
While there was a shortfall of
2,700 MW, the situation wor-
sened with Andhra Pradesh
not supplying over 1,500 MW
violating the provisions of the
Reorganisation Act. There was
a non-availability of 900 MW
of power from gas-based sta-
tions. On the whole, there was
a shortage of 5,000 MW power
leading to a severe crisis in
Telangana.

The crisis worsened when
Andhra Pradesh took over the
Sileru power unit and failed to
supply the agreed power. Be-
sides, Mr. Rao alleged that

Andhra Pradesh canceled
power purchase agreements
with private power generation
companies to deny Telangana
its share.

Continuing dispute
His letter comes against the
backdrop of a continuing dis-
pute between the two States
over the dues payable by the
other since the bifurcation of
united Andhra Pradesh in June
2014. The Telangana govern-
ment has been claiming that
its power utilities should get
around ₹17,828 crore from
Andhra Pradesh utilities, while
the neighbouring State asserts
that Telangana owes ₹3,441.78
crore in principal and another
₹3,315 crore in late payment
surcharges for power supplied
post-bifurcation. 

The issue was represented
to the Union Home Ministry as
well as in the Southern Zonal
Council meetings by the two
Telugu States even as the Te-
langana government present-
ed papers in support of its con-
tentions. It said that the total
receivables from Andhra Pra-
desh power utilities was
₹17,420 crore while dues paya-
ble to Andhra Pradesh Power
Generation Corporation were
to the tune of ₹4,887 crore
leaving a balance of ₹12,532
crore receivable by Telangana.

The issue escalated when
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment lobbied the Union go-
vernment, leading to the Un-
ion Power Ministry’s
intervention. The Ministry di-

rected the Telangana govern-
ment to pay ₹6,756 crore to
Andhra Pradesh for the supply
of power post-bifurcation and
ordered that the payment
should be made within 30
days from the issuance of the
order. 

The Union Power Ministry
was in consultation with the
Finance Ministry to give a di-
rection to RBI so that the ac-
counts of the Telangana go-
vernment could be deducted
from the amount that should
be paid to the neighbouring
State. The Union Minister
drew �ak from Telangana
which claimed that the Union
government had not ensured
implementation of the assu-
rances given in the Reorganisa-
tion Act, but had decided to in-
tervene in power dues issue
against the interests of Telan-
gana. The Telangana govern-
ment on its part, challenged
the Union Ministry’s decision
in the High Court which in
turn quashed its orders. 

“In our opinion, it is emi-
nently desirable that the dis-
pute between them is resolved
amicably, preferably through
mediation,” Chief Justice Alok
Aradhe and Justice N.V. Shra-
van Kumar said. Nearly a year
after the judgment, the two
States have yet to reach a con-
sensus on power dues. Telan-
gana Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy who took over the reins
in December has rea�rmed
his commitment to resolving
the long standing disputes.
With Mr. Revanth Reddy, one
time associate of TDP presi-
dent N. Chandrababu Naidu,
inclined to resolve the dis-
putes and a regime change in
Andhra Pradesh where Mr.
Naidu led TDP coalition taking
over the reins after their victo-
ry in the polls, hopes are rekin-
dled again over the scope for
the two States to settle the is-
sues in a mutually agreeable
manner in the coming days.

Power dues remain unresolved 
The power struggle between Telangana and A.P. has yielded no conclusive solution

M. Rajeev
rajeev.madabhushi@thehindu.co.in

T
he last census conducted
in India was in 2011 and
the decennial counting

measure has been postponed in-
de�nitely since 2021. Census num-
bers play a vital role in identifying
bene�ciaries for a myriad welfare
schemes which could include
speci�c ones such as building
schools for tribal children to the
large Public Distribution System
(PDS). The absence of the census is
bound to have grave
consequences.

The BJP-led government has re-
peatedly asserted, including in
Parliament, that Census 2021 had
to be postponed due to the pan-
demic. But India stands only
among a select few countries that
have not conducted the latest Cen-
sus — 44 of 233 nations. Of the 189
(81%) that managed to conduct
their latest rounds, 143 did so after
March 2020, the period when CO-
VID-19 started playing havoc
across countries. India shares the
dubious distinction of not con-
ducting the census with con�ict-
ridden countries such as Ukraine
(invaded by Russia), Yemen, Syria
and Myanmar — impacted by civil
wars, the Taliban-ruled Afghanis-
tan, the economic crisis-a�ected
Sri Lanka besides several sub-Sah-
aran African countries that have al-
so undergone turmoil. 

Chart 1 shows the year in which
the census was last conducted in
233 countries. Among the ten
most populous countries, India
and Nigeria are the only two yet to
conduct a census. China, the U.S.
and Indonesia were able to con-
duct their latest census round in
2020. Pakistan, ranked �fth, con-
ducted its census in March 2023.

Among BRICS nations (original-
ly de�ned), only India has not con-
ducted the census with others hav-
ing done so during or after the
pandemic — Brazil (August 2022),
China (November 2020), South

Africa (February 2022), Russia (Oc-
tober 2021). Among neighbours,
Nepal, Maldives, Bhutan and Ban-
gladesh have conducted censuses. 

An excerpt from The O�ce of
Registrar General and Census
Commissioner, published in 2011,
emphasises the need for a census.
“... India is a welfare State. All
these (welfare schemes) require in-
formation at the grassroots level…
(Census) is the only source of
primary data at village, town and
ward level…”.

Table 2 lists a selection of sur-
veys that need census data to de-
termine their samples and some
schemes that require updated
population �gures to determine
the number of bene�ciaries. For
instance, the consumption survey
2022-23, which collects data on the
consumption of goods and servic-
es to understand expenditure pat-
terns and standard of living, used
the 2011 census for sampling. The
National Family Health Survey
2019-21, which highlights districts
where health services are inadeq-
uate, also depended upon the 2011
�gures. Schemes such as the Na-
tional Family Security Act, which
identi�es bene�ciaries, who are
entitled to receive subsidised food
grains, are still being implemented
using 2011 �gures. Calculations by
economists Jean Drèze, Reetika
Khera and Meghana Mungikar esti-
mate that at least 100 million peo-
ple have been excluded from the
scheme as coverage is still based
on the 2011 census.

Even a relatively smaller
scheme such as Eklavya Model Re-
sidential School (EMRS), which
aims to provide quality education
for ST children, will miss out on
many areas. In 2022, every block
with more than 50% of the ST pop-
ulation was targeted to have an
EMRS school. As this calculation
was done based on 2011, many
blocks that �t the criteria in 2022
may have missed out. Similarly,
blocks which �t the criteria earlier
but did not in 2022, will get an
EMRS school which they may not
need now. 

India among a select few countries that have not conducted the Census

Sharing company with India are countries undergoing invasions, civil wars or economic crises

Jasmin Nihalani
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Amount infused by
FPIs in Indian equities
in June

12,170
in ₹ crore.

Foreign

investors

staged a comeback after the the election

results in Indian equities, driven by expect-

ations of continued policy reforms. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of infra
projects hits by cost
overrun in May

458
Infrastructure projects,

each entailing an

investment of ₹150 crore

or above, were hit by a cost overrun of

more than ₹5.71 lakh crore in May this

year, according to the MoSPI. PTI

The funds needed to
repair the damage by
Cyclone Remal

237.6
in ₹ crore.

Mizoram has

requested

monetary assistance from the Centre for

rehabilitation of people and for the repair

of damages caused by Cyclone Remal. PTI

Domestic exhibitors to
participate in the
garment fair

350
Domestic players and

foreign buyers from

more than 50 nations

will participate in the garment fair,

beginning on June 25, according to the

Apparel Export Promotion Council. PTI

Number of people
killed in North Gaza in
Israeli strikes

39
The Palestinian Civil Defence

said it pulled approximately

the same number of bodies

from a building hit by an Israeli strike in an

eastern neighbourhood of the Gaza City. AP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far: 

T
he President has appointed
seven-time MP Bhartruhari
Mahtab as the ‘Speaker pro
tem’ of the 18th Lok Sabha. The

election of the full-time Speaker is
scheduled for June 26. There are also
reports of the Deputy Speaker being
o�ered to one of the allies of the ruling
National Democratic Alliance (NDA), a
post that has been held by the Opposition
since the 10th Lok Sabha (1991).

Who is Speaker pro tem?
Article 94 of the Constitution states that
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha shall not
vacate his/her o�ce until immediately
before the �rst meeting of the Lok Sabha
after its dissolution. This is to ensure that
the o�ce of the Speaker is never left
vacant. Hence, Om Birla who was the
Speaker of the 17th Lok Sabha continues
in that post till June 24 when the �rst
meeting of the 18th Lok Sabha is
scheduled. Article 95(1) of the
Constitution provides that when the post
of Speaker and Deputy Speaker is vacant,
the President shall appoint a member of
the Lok Sabha to perform the duties of
the Speaker. This would be the situation
when the �rst meeting of a new Lok
Sabha commences. 

Hence, the President appoints ‘Speaker
pro tem’ under this provision till the
full-time Speaker is elected. The term ‘pro
tem’ means ‘for the time being’ or
‘temporary’. 

This term is not found in the
Constitution or rules of Lok Sabha but is a
conventional term which �nds mention in
the ‘Handbook on the working of Ministry
of Parliamentary a�airs.’ As per tradition,
one of the senior-most members of the
Lok Sabha is selected by the government,
who is then administered oath by the
President. The Speaker pro tem
administers oath of o�ce to other MPs

and presides over the election of full-time
Speaker. In the 18th Lok Sabha,
Bhartruhari Mahtab of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has been appointed as
Speaker pro tem.

How are the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker elected?
Article 93 of the Constitution states that
the Lok Sabha shall choose two members
to be its Speaker and Deputy Speaker.
The election of the Speaker is held on a
date �xed by the President. All the
Speakers in independent India have been
elected unopposed. The election of
Deputy Speaker is held on a date �xed by
the Speaker.

What is the role of the Speaker?
Apart from the conduct of business, the
Speakers perform two important
constitutional functions of certifying a Bill
to be a Money Bill (over which the Rajya
Sabha has limited role), and deciding on
disquali�cation under the Tenth Schedule
for defection. In discharging these roles in
the past, the Speakers have invariably
favoured the ruling dispensation,
something that should be avoided.

The Lok Sabha rules provide the
Speaker with the powers of referral of
Bills introduced to Standing Committees
and suspension of members for grave
disorder up to a maximum of �ve days.
Referral of Bills to committees have

declined from 71% during 2009-14 to 16%
during 2019-24. With the return of a
coalition government, it is expected that
the Speaker would refer important Bills to
Standing committees for scrutiny. There
were also large-scale suspensions of
Opposition MPs during the winter session
of 2023. Such suspensions a�ect the
robust functioning of Parliament and
should be carried out with restraint.

What are the conventions?
In Britain, the Speaker once elected to
his/her o�ce, resigns from the political
party to which he/she belonged. In
subsequent elections to House of
Commons, he/she seeks election not as a
member of any political party but as ‘The
Speaker seeking re-election’. This is to
re�ect his/her impartiality while
presiding over the House. Somnath
Chatterjee, who was the Speaker of the
14th Lok Sabha acted independently by
not resigning from the post despite his
party’s (CPM) direction after it had
withdrawn support from the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government
during a con�dence vote in 2008. While
the Tenth Schedule allows a Speaker to
resign from their political party on being
elected to their o�ce, it has never been
done by any Speaker till date. Resignation
from their political parties on being
elected as Speaker could be a �rst step
towards demonstrating independence.

The Deputy Speaker is an important
constitutional o�cer who steps in during
the vacancy or absence of the Speaker.
The convention of o�ering the post of
Deputy Speaker to the Opposition started
in the year 1991. Thereafter, till the 16th
Lok Sabha this has been followed without
a break. It was a travesty of the
Constitution that no Deputy Speaker was
elected in the 17th Lok Sabha. 

The healthy convention of the post
being held by Opposition should return in
the current Lok Sabha.

Rangarajan.R is a former IAS o�cer and
author of ‘Polity Simpli�ed’. He currently
trains civil-service aspirants at ‘O�cers IAS
Academy’. Views expressed are personal.

What are the duties of a Speaker? 
What does the o�ce of the ‘Speaker pro tem’ mean? What does the Constitution state? Who elects the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha? How can the

impartiality of the Speaker’s o�ce be preserved? What are the main roles of the Speaker?

Important role: Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan with MP Bhartruhari Mahtab on March 28.PTI

Rangarajan. R
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The President has appointed
seven-time MP Bhartruhari
Mahtab as the ‘Speaker pro
tem’ of the 18th Lok Sabha.

�

Article 94 of the Constitution
states that the Speaker of the
Lok Sabha shall not vacate
his/her o�ice until immediately
before the first meeting of the
Lok Sabha after its dissolution.

�

The Deputy Speaker is an
important constitutional o�icer
who steps in during the
vacancy or absence of the
Speaker.

The story so far:

T
he Kallakurichi illicit liquor
tragedy that has so far claimed
more than 50 lives is entirely
familiar in its cause, sequence

of events, and aftermath. Such tragedies
happen periodically across India in
various States. Almost all the postmortem
reports of the victims attribute the cause
to methanol consumption.

How are ethanol, methanol made?
Ethanol is legal liquor for consumption. It
is produced biologically whereas
methanol is produced from fuels such as
coal in India. Molasses, which are a
by-product of the sugar making process,
form the starting material of distilleries
that are often located close to sugar
factories. They produce recti�ed spirit
which is distilled further to produce
edible extra neutral alcohol that in turn
goes into making Indian Made Foreign
Liquor, a lucrative cash cow for State

governments. During ethanol production
in responsible distilleries, methanol is
also produced but is carefully removed
since the processes are highly controlled.

Methanol is produced from coal and
other fossil fuels. While ethanol can be
made edible, methanol is poison. Even
very low concentrations of methanol can
be toxic, often fatal. However, it is needed
to produce a range of products that are
highly useful. Paints, for instance, can’t
be produced without methanol.

Is methanol easy to procure?
Just like ethanol, methanol is a highly
controlled substance. Rules in Tamil Nadu
ensure the manufacturing, transportation
and storage are all licenced, monitored
and the quantity and quality audited. 

In northern Tamil Nadu, much of the
methanol used in industries is sourced
from Andhra Pradesh. Ground reportage
suggests the existence of a lucrative
methanol pilferage racket operating
enroute and at the end-user side as well.

It is possible that methanol formed

during the crude distillation process,
adopted by the bootleggers at
Kallakurichi, wasn’t removed, leading to
methanol poisoning. However, the
widespread nature of contamination and
scale of the Kallakurichi tragedy suggests
that methanol was procured and supplied
separately, either as part of a brew or
alone in a diluted form. Given that illicit
liquor has been produced and distributed
widely here over many months, possibly
years, methanol use was not a one-o�
event that happened only this fateful
week at Kallakurichi.

Why is methanol used?
Most of the hooch tragedies in India occur
due to methanol contamination in liquor.
Street wisdom, or belief rather, may well
be that the relatively inexpensive but
potent poison that is methanol, if diluted
enough, could provide the same e�ect as
ordinary liquor — a state of intoxication or
‘kick’ for consumers.

Prosecutors in the 2015 Malvani,
Mumbai hooch tragedy case in which

more than 100 people died and some 75
were injured argued that all the accused
had entered into a criminal conspiracy,
and deliberately procured and supplied
poisonous methanol. Lawyers defending
the accused argued that their defendants
would not knowingly add methanol. It
made no business sense. And bootleggers,
just like in Kallakurichi, live amidst the
community. They provide a service that is
much in demand and wouldn’t want to
kill their own folk. The additional sessions
judge S. D. Tawshikar, in the Malvani case,
acquitted 10 of the 14 accused but
convicted four. The judge did not �nd
anyone guilty of violating the Poisons Act
of 1919. The four were convicted of
criminal conspiracy, and culpable
homicide not amounting to murder.

What needs to be done?
The periodic occurrence of methanol
poisoning suggests the need for strong
central legislation that can work with
State legislation. Various laws such as the
Poisons Act that involves State
governments can tighten the methanol
supply chain. The implementation of laws
holds the key, especially when there are
plans to ramp up the production of both
ethanol and methanol for use as cheaper,
eco-friendly alternatives to petrol and
diesel for transportation. 

The NITI Aayog has talked of ramping
up methanol production from two metric
tonnes to 20. Keeping methanol and
ethanol separate and not allowing any
pilferage should be a national priority.

How is methanol procured
and used as liquor?
Was the Kallakurichi incident the �rst time that methanol poisoning has come to light?

M. Kalyanaraman
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The Kallakurichi illicit liquor
tragedy that has so far claimed
more than 50 lives is entirely
familiar in its cause, sequence
of events, and aftermath.
Almost all the postmortem
reports attribute the cause to
methanol consumption.
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Methanol is produced from
coal and other fossil fuels.
While ethanol can be made
edible, methanol is poison.
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The periodic occurrence of
methanol poisoning suggests
the need for strong central
legislation that can work with
State legislation.
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The story so far:

T
he European Union’s proposed
‘chat control’ law has become a
bone of contention between
members of the bloc. First

proposed by the European Commissioner
for Home A�airs Ylva Johansson in May
2022 as part of the bloc’s push to combat
child sexual abuse online, the framework
of the bill has now come under �re,
earning itself a derisive term “Chat
Control”. France, Germany and Poland
have particularly refused to accept a
clause that allows for mass scanning of
private messages by breaking end-to-end
encryption. Some tech companies, along
with trade associations, and privacy
experts have all vehemently opposed the
regulation. On the other hand, the
Interior Ministers of Spain and Ireland
have supported the proposal. Separately,
a network of organisations and
individuals, advocating for children’s
rights in Europe, have lashed out at EU
leaders for failing to tackle child sexual
abuse online.

What are the concerns of those
against the proposal?
Scanning end-to-end encrypted messages
has remained a controversial issue. That’s
because there is no way to do this without

opening risky backdoors that can be
accessed by third parties who can exploit
the vulnerability, in turn ending the
promise of end-to-end encryption.

Tech �rms that have tread the
encryption bypassing path have have
often been made to retreat. In 2021, Apple
announced NeuralHash, a feature that
could automatically scan iCloud photo
libraries of individual devices for Child
Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM). Employees
and activist groups expressed concerns
over the loss of privacy. A year later,
Apple said it had abandoned the initiative.
Another looming issue the iPhone maker
recognised in the process was how
authoritarian governments could
potentially misuse the feature by using it
as a tool to target individuals who oppose
the regime.

Erik Neuenschwander, Director of user
privacy and child safety at Apple,
admitted this in a note saying, “It would
[…] inject the potential for a slippery
slope of unintended consequences.
Scanning for one type of content, for
instance, opens the door for bulk
surveillance and could create a desire to
search other encrypted messaging
systems across content types.”

When bringing in a similar clause
through the U.K.’s Online Safety Bill,
lawmakers attempted to make way for
client-side scanning of private and

encrypted messages. The proposal was
postponed after receiving pushback from
encrypted messaging app owners like
WhatsApp and Signal. The duo
threatened to leave the U.K. if such a law
was passed. In its �nal stages, in
September, 2023, the House of Lords
considered the potential security threat
that the clause would bring saying it
would not implement scanning until it
was “technically feasible.”

What is the status of the EU’s chat
control law?
On June 30, a new draft of the proposal is
set to be be reviewed. Legislators have left
the idea of scanning text messages and
audio, and are instead targetting shared
photos, videos and URLs with an
adjustment to appease the naysayers.

Another tweak in the making could be
people’s consent in sharing material being
scanned before being encrypted. But this
compromise has been largely called out
as a farcical one. A report by Euractiv
which has been con�rmed by internal
documents shows that if a user refuses
the scanning, they will simply be blocked
from sending or receiving images, videos
and links hardly leaving them with a
choice. Despite these measures, EU’s
enforcement of such regulations have
seen exemptions to the rule. In November
2023, the European Commission

reportedly published a proposal to amend
the regulation on a temporary derogation
of the E-Privacy Directive against CSAM.
Under the regulation, speci�c online
communications service providers were
allowed to sift through or scan messages
to detect, report and remove online CSAM
and content that solicits children. The
regulation is set to expire in early August .
The initial plan on the table was to simply
extend this regulation for another three
years. But, according to media reports,
plans for further extensions were stalled
in February this year.

Meredith Whittaker, President of Signal
app called the measures to assuage
concerns as “cosmetic”, and has signed a
joint statement along with a group of over
60 other organisations like Mozilla,
Proton, Surfshark and Tuta, voicing out
her concerns. Ms. Whittaker has echoed
her earlier warning saying Signal will
leave the U.K. rather than undermine
end-to-end encryption.

A blog, co-authored by Riana
Pfe�erkorn, a research scholar at the
Stanford Internet Observatory and Callum
Voge, director of government a�airs and
advocacy at the Internet Society, notes,
”If government surveillance is a concern
in an established democratic entity like
the EU, what hope is there for
beleaguered democracies like Turkey,
India and Brazil, much less autocracies?”

Is the European Union’s ‘chat control’ law
undermining online privacy? 
The EU’s proposal to thwart child sexual abuse online could potentially create a backdoor for authoritarian governments to snoop on citizens. Some

tech companies, along with trade associations, and privacy experts have all vehemently opposed the regulation
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Poulomi Chatterjee

X

QUESTION 1

Who are the singles winners who
won both in the amateur and open
eras?
X

QUESTION 2

Who is the only player to have won
all three types of titles —singles,
doubles and mixed doubles, four or
more times in the open era? 
X

QUESTION 3

Which two players figured in the
longest match to be held in
Wimbledon history which went on
for 11 hours, and five minutes
spread over three days? 
X

QUESTION 4

Who are the two players in the

open era to win the Gentlemen
singles without losing a single
set in the entire tournament? 
X

QUESTION 5

Name the two pairs of players
in the open era to have won six
doubles titles together (most
for any pair) at the Wimbledon
doubles Championships?
X

QUESTION 6 

Who is the only male player to
have won four mixed doubles
titles in the open era, each
with a di�erent partner? 
X

QUESTION 7

Who became the first
brother–sister combination to
win a Grand slam doubles title
together at Wimbledon in
1980? 

Questions and Answers to the June 21

edition of the daily quiz: 1. A book which is a
part of a popular best-selling series was released
on this date in 2003. Ans: Harry Potter and the

Order of the Phoenix

2. This Prime Minister, who was sworn in on June
21, 1991, was the first Congress PM outside the
Gandhi-Nehru family. Ans: P.V. Narasimha Rao

3. The day the UN adopted June 21 as the
International Day of Yoga. Ans: December 11,

2014

4. The Summer Solstice marks the event when
the Sun is at its southernmost position to Earth’s
equator. Is the statement true. Ans: It is false. It

will be at the northernmost position

5. This American whistleblower became a
naturalised Russian citizen in 2022. Ans: Edward

Snowden

Visual: The Ferris wheel debuted at this place.
Ans: World’s Columbian Exposition, Chicago

Early Birds: K. N. Viswanathan| Sadhan Kumar
Panda| Kuldeep Soni| Abhijeet Prakash| 
Abhinav Raj

THE DAILY QUIZ

The 137th edition of the Wimbledon Tennis Championship starts on July 1. Here
is a quiz to test your knowledge on its history

X

Visual question:

Who receives the round plate and what is its name? GETTY IMAGES

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Soorya Prakash. N

What is the meaning and origin of the
term ‘whipping boy’? (K.C. Roshni)
If ‘good boy’ means ‘a boy who is good’
and ‘city boy’ means a ‘boy who is used to
city life’, logic suggests that a ‘whipping
boy’ should be someone who likes to
whip — someone who enjoys whipping or
beating others. This, however, is not the
case; he is someone who gets whipped. In
everyday contexts, the expression is
mostly used to refer to someone who gets
blamed for everything that goes wrong in
an organisation or a household. Someone
else may have made the blunder, but it is
the poor individual who gets blamed; he
is punished or reprimanded for no fault of
his. The word can be used with people
and things. The expression ‘whipping
boy’ is not heard very often; it has been
replaced by ‘scapegoat’ and ‘fall guy’.

As usual, it was the poor coach who
became the whipping boy for the team’s
terrible performance in the tournament.

In the past, a boy from a poor family
was usually chosen to be with a prince;
this companion participated in all the
daily activities of the prince. Like the
prince, he lived a life of luxury — he dined
on good food, wore good clothes, and
perhaps what is more important, he
studied along with the prince. He was
given a free education. The problem was
whenever the prince committed a
mistake, it was the poor boy, and not the
prince, who was punished. He was the
one who received a beating from the
master! Hence the term ‘whipping boy’.

How is the word ‘accost’
pronounced? (K. Madhusudhan,
Gulbarga)
The word consists of two syllables; the
�rst sounds like the ‘a’ in ‘china’, while
the second is pronounced like the word
‘cost’. This word of Latin origin is
pronounced ‘a-COST’ with the stress on
the second syllable. It comes from the
Latin ‘accostare’ meaning ‘come up to the
side’; so, when you ‘accost’ someone, you
approach an individual. Nowadays, the
word is mostly used to suggest walking up
to a stranger in an aggressive manner and
speaking to him rather rudely. Do not use
the word to mean ‘to greet someone’. You
usually accost someone you are not
familiar with.

On her way to court, Revathi was
accosted by three gang members.

Is it okay to say ‘cool drink’? (C.
Vaidehi, Trichy)
Yes, within India, it is perfectly
acceptable. When we go to someone’s
house, we are often asked if we would like
a ‘cool drink’. What the host wishes to
know is whether we would like to have a
cola of any kind — Pepsi, Fanta, Coke, etc.
Native speakers of English, on the other
hand, do not refer to this kind of drink as
‘cool drink’. The terms that they
commonly use are ‘soft drink’, ‘soda’,
‘soda pop’, etc.

Would you be interested in a soda pop?
upendrankye@gmail.com

Are soft drinks
bad for your
health? 
Don’t go with the team, you always

end up being the whipping boy

when they make mistakes 

S. Upendran

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH
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I
ndia’s Budget will soon be
presented. It shares the global
budget problem: how to spend
more while taxing less and
borrowing less.

The pre-Keynesian answer to this was
to spend less, period. The
post-Keynesian answer, because budgets
have become primarily instruments of
politics, is to tax more, or borrow more
or, as is often the case, do both. 

Spending less is considered bad
manners. It’s also politically foolhardy,
as Modi with his prudent fiscal policies
has discovered. There’s always a rival
promising the moon. 

But there comes a time when you
can’t do either — borrow more and tax
more. So you go back to the original
pre-Keynesian solution, spend less. 

The question is whether governments
the world over, and in India in particular,
have reached this stage. It certainly
looks that way to me. 

This fiscal impasse now exists even in
one-party ‘democracies’ like China and
Russia which don’t have to tackle the
populism of rivals. The rude way of
saying this is that governments the
world over are broke. 

What all this means for the future is
unclear. But I think much of it depends
on how wedded politicians are to the
Keynesian solution which was actually a
highly specific answer to a highly specific
problem at a very specific point in time.
It was never meant to be a carte blanche
to governments to use expenditure as a
way to persuade voters to vote for them
under the guise of development and
welfare. 

Just to remind readers, Keynes was
addressing the problem of excess
industrial capacity. His solution was
intended to revive demand for industrial
products when it slumped deeply. 

But in due course it became the
answer to the prayers of politicians who
only wanted to buy votes, albeit in an
intellectually acceptable way. Left wing
economists — pardon the oxymoron —
cheered them on.

But now the time has come to ask if
the political prayers should be left
unanswered. The answer is yes, they
should be. But, quite tragically, they
can’t and won’t be. This is the mega
dilemma of 21st century — aamdani
athanni, kharcha rupiah (income eight
annas, expenses one rupee). 

So regardless of how much central
banks wring their hands about it, high
(and higher) inflation is now a
permanent scourge of political parties.
They are damned if they do and damned
if they don’t. That’s the impasse. 

Targeting inflation was thought to be
a solution but it has turned out to be just
a diversionary game, like pushing on a
string. It’s not going to help as long as
governments don’t rein in spending. 

DON’T MISS THE BUS

Modi now has exactly the same choice
which confronted Rajiv Gandhi in 1985
and Deve Gowda in 1997: how to raise
the growth rate via the private sector. 

Rajiv cut taxes but increased deficit
financing even while reducing public
investment in the Seventh Plan. Deve
Gowda also cut taxes but kept the
deficits under control. He also
encouraged the private sector to invest,
which it didn’t. 

This is the problem Modi has to tackle
now. In fact his job is much easier today.
He has already cut corporate taxes to 22
per cent and further to 15 per cent for
new investments. 

That leaves personal income taxes
and indirect taxes. The former are
unconscionably high, if not in terms of
rates certainly in terms of incidence. The
CBDT needs to take a course in the
sociology of household incomes which
have been stagnating for a decade. 

Basically what’s happened is that the
fixed costs of a household are now so
high that a mere tweaking of the slabs
will not do. 

Along with slab adjustments the rates
must also be redone to 20 per cent for all
incomes up to a crore and 40 per cent
beyond that. Nothing else. Keep it low,
keep it simple and deploy the redundant
tax o�cials somewhere else, maybe on
the borders. 

As for indirect taxes or GST, they are
not based on any economic logic. Too
many things are not taxed at all which
means other things are taxed too much. 

A single rate of 15 per cent applied to
all but 10 per cent of things will work
wonders. The problem is to work out a
way of getting there. It will be the Big
Bang we are waiting for but it’s not
something a Union Budget can manage
to do. 

But it should be done quickly because
Modi will not, in all probability, win a
fourth general election. This is his
golden opportunity to fix the tax system
in a way that endures for 30 years, like
the personal income tax rates of 1997
Budget have done, and GST will do. 

Kya Modi hai toh mumkin hai?

Usher in a simpler
tax regime

Personal income taxes
are unconscionably high,
if not in terms of rates
certainly in terms of
incidence. The CBDT
needs to take a course in
the sociology of household
incomes which have been
stagnating for a decade.

The Modi
government 
has a golden

opportunity to fix
the tax system in a

way that endures
for 30 years

TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN
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T
he Kanchenjunga Express accident on June
17 — the third major collision episode in a
year — raises questions on whether the

Railways has gone a bit o�-track on safety. While the
Railways’ safety record has improved over two
decades, there has been a recent reversal. Railways
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw informed the Rajya
Sabha in July last year that the number of
‘consequential accidents’ — those entailing injuries
and loss of life — had fallen from 473 in 2000-01 to 48
in 2022-23. But the number of such accidents
climbed from 22 in 2020-21 to 48 in FY23.

Derailments increased from 17 to 36
over these two years, after having fallen
from 350 in 2000-01. The recent rise in
derailments and collisions calls for a
systemic response. It is only too easy to pin
the blame on field sta�, whereas the entire
chain of command should be held to
account. The Railways needs to adopt a
dual-track approach to safety — have the
right technology in place, and improve its
management of human resources. The
Kavach anti-collision software, which gets a
train to stop when a loco pilot fails to apply
the brakes, has been installed in just 1,465
route kilometres and 139 locomotives,
despite its having been rolled out in
February 2016. The Railway Minister
informed Parliament this February that
tenders had been awarded for
Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-Howrah sections.
Surely, Kavach is a complex technology,
requiring the software integration of
railway stations, track and locos. It costs
₹50 lakh per km and ₹70 lakh per
locomotive. However, it could have been
speeded up on high density routes. It is not
clear why only three OEMs have been
approved so far. If Kavach is to proceed at a
snail’s pace, the Railways must evolve other
tech options. 

While such systems are meant to negate
‘human error’, it is also important that
scope for the latter is reduced. Errors could
occur when sta� performing critical tasks
requiring hours of concentration — such as
loco pilot, assistant loco pilot, guard,
station master, signal sta� — are stretched
on account of their inadequate numbers.
The Railway Ministry’s response to a recent
RTI application reveals that of the 2.7 lakh
posts lying vacant in the Railways as of last
June, 1.5 lakh are in the safety category. The
Centre, however, seems to have woken up
to the seriousness of the issue. Almost
coinciding with the latest mishap, the
Railways said it would recruit nearly 18,800
assistant loco pilots soon. This e�ort
should continue. 

Meanwhile, a December 2022 CAG
report on derailments observes that there
are shortfalls ranging from 30 per cent to
100 per cent in inspections by track
recording cars. The upcoming Budget
should push track renewal, while looking
into why allocations of over ₹17,000 crore
for FY24 on this count were not fully spent.
The emphasis on ‘customer amenities’ can
wait. With a gross budgetary support of
₹2.5-lakh crore likely to come its way, the
Railways should work towards being safe
rather than flamboyant. 

Safety first 
It should be a top priority in the Rail Budget 
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Rate cut ‘showdown’
In a riveting showdown within the
RBI's Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC), two external members are
vociferously championing a rate cut,
clashing head-on with the internal
members who are wary of food
inflation risks.
The June meeting minutes reveal
Ashima Goyal and Jayanth R Varma

pushing for a 25 basis point cut and a
shift to a neutral stance, arguing that
growth is below potential and a tight
policy could stifle future growth.
Goyal warned, “Reducing
unemployment is crucial for
stability,” while Varma stressed that
prolonged restrictive policy could
harm growth in 2025-26. However,
Governor Shaktikanta Das and his
allies remain firm, citing persistently
high food inflation. Das cautioned
against “hasty actions” and
emphasised the importance of
aligning inflation to the 4 per cent
target.
With the next MPC meeting in
August, the tension mounts. If one
more member supports the cut, Das
will cast the deciding vote, a first

since MPC’s inception in 2016. The
stage is set for a dramatic monetary
policy battle.
The helmet saga
The recent train accident in Bengal
saw Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw rush to the spot. And to
reach the site, the minister took a
bike ride. Pictures and videos of the
minister riding pillion through
villages and the tough terrain went
viral. And Vaishnaw was once again
the talk of town for his hands-on
e�ort. 
However, there was one thing that
the minister forgot, wearing a helmet
while taking the bike ride. In Bengal,
the double helmet rule is mandatory,
which means that the pillion also
wears a helmet.

In Kolkata, if a rider or pillion is found
without a helmet, then he/she is
required to pay a fine of ₹1,000 to
the tra�c police.
Yoga Day protests
Although it was International Yoga
Day, and celebrating the
much-hyped programme of the
Centre was a given mandate, one
minister — apparently already on the
back-foot following ‘negative’ press
due to some recent happenings in his
ministry — decided to back out of a
pre-scheduled programme, citing
“personal reasons”. The Yoga Day
event in question was to be held at a
multi-purpose hall of Delhi
University.
However, students continued their
protests at the venue raising slogans

against the education minister and
alleged irregularities in the various
competitive exams, apparently
forcing the change in plans.
Will Kejriwal walk free?
In the latest twist to the high-profile
Delhi Excise policy case, the High
Court overturned Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s bail order after a
successful challenge by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED).
Granted bail by the trial court,
Kejriwal’s brief taste of freedom was
short-lived. The ED, not one to back
down, appealed the decision the very
next day, and the High Court swiftly
put a pause on the bail order.
All eyes are now set on subsequent
developments in this case.
Our Bureaus

BELOW THE LINE 

W
ondering why you received a
call from a deceased politician
endorsing a political

candidate or why Virat Kohli was
marketing a betting app? Welcome to
the world of deepfakes, where voice
calls, videos and images duplicating
features of dead or living individuals are
possible with Generative AI. The
proliferation of deepfakes has jolted
governments worldwide to address the
threat of deepfakes by introducing new
legislation or via amendments to
existing laws. Given its ability to
generate realistic synthetic media,
deepfakes a�ect individuals through
breach of privacy, identity theft, fraud,
defamation, misinformation, etc. A
report notes that 99 per cent of
deepfakes target women and more than
98 per cent are pornography.

CURRENT INDIAN LAWS

India’s existing legal regime provides
various laws to manage deepfakes. The
Indian Penal Code (IPC) has provisions
such as Sections 509 (acts intended to
insult the modesty of a woman), 499 and
500 (criminal defamation) and 153A
(spreading hatred on communal lines)
to prosecute deepfake crimes.

Similarly, the Information
Technology Act punishes publishing or

transmitting sexually explicit or obscene
materials involving adults or children
vide provisions 66E, 67, 67A, and 67B.
Sections 66C and 66D prevent identity
theft and impersonating any person
using a computer to cheat, respectively.
These provisions attract imprisonment
and/or a fine.

To address deepfakes, MeitY issued an
advisory asking intermediaries to
remove deepfake content within 36
hours of reporting. Specifically, Rule
3(2)(b) of the IT Rules mandates
intermediaries to take down any graphic,
profane or impersonating material
(including morphed images) within 24
hours of reporting. Another recent
MeitY advisory mandates
intermediaries and platforms to label
under-trial/unreliable AI models,
identify AI-generated or modified
content and inform users of the AI
model’s unreliability before subjecting
them to the AI’s output.

The upcoming Digital Personal Data
Protection Act (DPDPA) aims to protect
personal data stored in digital form.
Where an individual’s facial images,
voice or other personal data are used
without consent, the person can
approach the Data Protection Board of
India, to be established under the
DPDPA. Unfortunately, DPDPA
excludes the use of publicly available
data from its ambit, with no provision
for compensating the individual for
harm caused by misuse of their data. 

Therefore, while an individual can
lodge a complaint resulting in
civil/criminal penalties against
perpetrators, provisions for
compensation are limited under Indian
law. 

CELEBRITIES AND DEEPFAKES

The judiciary is proactively addressing
the rising commercialisation of a
celebrity’s persona (name, image and
likeness) via deepfakes, without the
celebrity’s authorisation. In Anil
Kapoor’s case, the Delhi High Court
recognised the growing concern around
deepfakes and their interplay with the
right of publicity. In May 2024, the Delhi
High Court passed an interim order
restraining the chatbot that responds
like Jackie Shro� to protect the
economic value held by him.

POSITIONS IN OTHER COUNTRIES

The US Congress recently introduced
two Bills (NO FAKES Act and NO AI
FRAUD Act) that recognise every
individual’s right to protect their
persona. The US is currently facing an
influx of deepfakes-related suits. A
recent plaint alleged misappropriation
of a deceased stand-up comedian’s
voice. The EU has imposed transparency
obligations on AI providers through the
AI Act and the GDPR regulates
unauthorised usage of personal data.

The application of deepfakes is not
problematic in its entirety since it can
have varied commercial applications —
example, in training, marketing, sales,
support services, etc. Start-ups with
applications to create deepfakes have
attracted investments of $187.7 billion
in 2022, which is expected to grow
tremendously. 

Where deepfakes are employed
illegally, the individual must be
empowered to rectify the harm. Besides
providing civil and criminal penalties for
deepfakes, the individual’s right to
publicity and compensation should be
augmented by law, unambiguously. Until
then, if you are signing an agreement to
“lend” your image or voice to generate
synthetic media, ensure you state the
dos and don’ts of how your persona is
portrayed.

Suresh is Partner, and Magesh is Associate, 
JSA Advocates & Solicitors

Law on the heels of illegal deepfakes

Akshaya Suresh
Aravindini Uma Magesh

WORRISOME. The proliferation of
deepfakes is jolting goverments

There are laws to manage deepfakes, but one that augments individual’s right to compensation is also needed
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I
ndian football is facing
significant challenges. With
the recent sacking of Igor

Stimac and the drop in FIFA
rankings from 121 to 124, the All
India Football Federation (AIFF)
has numerous battles to contend
with. One of the primary crises is
the lack of true leadership within
the team. With Sunil Chhetri
retiring and Stimac being
dismissed, AIFF faces a tough
task in cultivating a new set of
leaders.

The national team’s poor
performance in the World Cup
Qualifiers has also eroded the
trust of its fans. 

While the fandom for Indian
football isn’t huge, there was
significant excitement when the
Indian Super League (ISL) was
introduced in 2014. However,
the ISL now struggles to find
suitable sponsors, and the search
for broadcasting partners is
equally challenging. Even Copa
America, La Liga, and Ligue 1 are

currently without broadcasters
in India. 

These issues highlight two
major points: Indian football
must redefine its focus to be both
result-oriented and
profit-oriented. To achieve
success on the field, the team
needs to show steady progress in
world rankings and consistent
victories in championships. 

This will help regain fan trust
and support, potentially
increasing the number of
supporters. 

The AIFF must also improve
marketing strategies to draw
attention to the Super Cup,
Durand Cup, and ISL. Without
e�orts to popularise these
championships, the growth of
football in India will be severely
limited. 

Although cricket dominates
the Indian sports scene, strong
campaigns are necessary to
elevate the profile of football
within the country. By
prioritising both performance
and profitability, Indian football
can aspire to a brighter future. 

Indian football must raise its game

Anjana PV

FROM THE VIEWSROOM.
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E
ach day social media
churns out thousands of
stunning animal and

nature photos — wild tigers in
every conceivable pose, snow
leopards, elephants, rhinos,
common and rare birds of all
hues. But it is extremely rare to
see a photo of a caracal, known
locally as Siyah Gosh, from India’s
wild places. Even at the
Ranthambore National Park, a
magnet for both hobby and
professional wildlife
photographers, where there are
30-40 of these cats.

One of the 15 wildcat species
found in the country, the elusive
and enigmatic caracal, with
characteristic tufted black ears,
rarely make an appearance before
the camera. But when it does it
makes headlines. Like in
February, when a caracal was
photographed swimming in the
river Chambal, by a tourist on a
safari. 

The cat was crossing over from
Morena, Madhya Pradesh to the
Rajasthan side. In the recent past,
an extensive survey in MP could
not find even a trace of the cat and
without a credible sighting for
over 10 years the caracal was
presumed to have gone locally
extinct. The image not only
renewed hope for the species in
MP, but this was also the rarest
behaviour to be ever recorded on
camera.

DEFINITIVE WORK

Caracal: An Intimate History of
Mysterious Cat, by Dharmendra
Khandal and Ishan Dhar, is the
first and definitive work exploring
the caracal’s biology and ecology,
the fascinating history with
humans, and the changes in its
distribution over time in the
country. Khandal and Dhar’s
meticulous archival research
combined with extensive field
work makes this a compelling
natural history read. 

Khandal has been a key
member of the single largest
camera trap exercise (2016-2020)
for detection of caracals from any
habitat in India. In these pages
one will also find a treasure trove
of art works on the caracal
through the ages — like the
exquisite Mughal miniatures
(Akbar’s court paintings) and wall
paintings from Kota, Dungarpur
and Sirohi to mention a few. And
on the lighter side there are some
amazing stories of some ‘Caracal
Diplomacy’ as well as from
AkbarTutinama – Tales of a Parrot
— 52 fables illustrated in 250

miniatures where a Siyah Gosh
deceives a lion. 

According to the authors, the
caracal was historically prized
both on account of its perceived
rarity and for its great utility as an
animal of the hunt. “Rarely have
we humans forged such a close
association with a particular
animal and yet known so pitifully
little about it. In this book, we
have pieced together all the
information meticulously
gathered, to construct as accurate
a portrait as possible of the wild
caracal in India...” 

The caracal is one of the
world’s most extensively
distributed small wild cats
ranging all the way from Southern
Africa to Central India. In India,
the caracal was extensively used
as a coursing animal from at least
the 14th century until the
mid-20th century. Yet, many
naturalists also elaborated on the
caracal’s “rarity” in the wild in
India since at least 1671 and
continue to do so today. For a
species of cat so widely
distributed from Africa to Asia,
with India as its easternmost
extremity, the caracal is
frustratingly rare and it has never
been possible to actively search
for and locate one in the wild in
India; sightings are usually
fortuitous. This is quite
surprising, considering it is the
fourth most widely distributed cat
species, found in 30 per cent of all
nation-states. For the long-term
camera trap exercise, the cat
moves at the most unearthly hour
— 2 to 3 am.

This book is a heavyweight and
an expensive one but a must have
for your natural history
collection. 

The reviewer is an an award-winning writer,
environmentalist and artist

The elusive small wild cat
A compelling read on caracal, the mysterious feline

Title: Caracal: An Intimate

History of Mysterious Cat
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Publisher: Tiger Watch

Price: ₹3,850
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Phone tari�s may fall as TRAI moots cut in ADC
Telecom tari�s are likely to fall by 16-25 per cent with the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) proposing to bring down the Access Deficit Charge
(ADC) to between 2.2 per cent and 5.3 per cent of the revenue, instead of the
present system of loading the charge on each call made by consumers. 

Electrolux Kelvinator mulls delisting
Is Electrolux Kelvinator Ltd (EKL), the Indian arm of Swedish white goods
major AB Electrolux, preparing to delist from the Indian bourses? Though the
company and its parent have not made an o�cial announcement, the market
is abuzz with rumours that the company is likely to delist and that AB
Electrolux is likely to make an open o�er. 

FCNR(B) deposit rates move northwards again
Foreign Currency Non Resident (Banks) deposit rates have started inching up
once again. The hike has been to the tune of about 20-25 basis points across
maturities. Bankers say that the increase in international benchmark rates
(LIBOR or London Inter-bank O�ered Rate), which has now moved to around
1.8 per cent from the 1-per cent range for a year, as a key for the rise.

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

ACROSS

2. Top degree (5)

5. Water-raising 

device (4)

7. Jagged rock (4)

8. An animal (8)

9. Lover's partner (8)

11. Masculine (4)

12. Resolution (13)

15. A grating (4)

17. Say who it is (8)

19. Awful (8)

21. Not long to wait (4)

22. Second-hand (4)

23. Ridiculed, 

made fun of (5)

DOWN

1. Cochineal red (7)

2. Obscurity (3)

3. Pleated frilling (5)

4. Crime against the state (7)

5. To place (3)

6. Wall picture (5)

10. Use the feet (5)

11. Choral composition (5)

13. Sack for correspondence (7)

14. Pass on something unwanted

(3-4)

16. Cotton, film holders (5)

18. None excluded (5)

20. Blood-coloured (3)

21. Unhappy (3)

ACROSS

2. Leading position to kick o� with (5)

5. Dancing shoe that found room in Bath (4)

7. Rough rock, start of calypso and other type of music (4)

8. An animal that would make a fuss 

about our decapitation (8)

9. Woman loved a schoolteacher, perhaps (8)

11. Of his gender, a novice driver is taken in by me (4)

12. Resolution may put one o�: I'm going 

back to the country (13)

15. Pattern of crossed bars, note, to get shot of (4)

17. Say what it is, but deny it if changes are made (8)

19. In dog without a tail, to be half-blue is very bad (8)

21. Thus it is showing there's little time to wait (4)

22. At one time did, not to be new (4)

23. Mast may thus be held in position to be made fun of (5)

DOWN

1. Ownership of vehicle claimed to be red (7)

2. With poor visibility starts fading out gradually (3)

3. Dressmaking feature he provides after dog 

has turned up (5)

4. Crime and its cause after the end of Lent (7)

5. Place in gym, universally enheartened (3)

6. The French female spirit turns up, pictured on the wall (5)

10. Part of the step that begins study (5)

11. Church work for car test yet unbegun (5)

13. No feminine-sounding number of letters received (7)

14. Land the cargo and pass the buck (3-4)

16. Is staggering, that they should be danced! (5)

18. A quarter signal light that excludes none (5)

20. Left with a shade of embarrassment (3)

21. Social and Democratic leaders look down-in-the-mouth (3)

EASY

ACROSS 1. Measurements 8. Interior 9. Acme 11. Tiled 12. Enacted 13. Inch 15. Mesh 19. Umbrage 20. Alibi 22. Idly 23. Outright 24. Nerve-centres

DOWN 2. Extol 3. Stride 4. Rioter 5. Necktie 6. Spendthrifts 7. Distribution 10. Van 14. Cobbler 16. Bar 17. Refuse 18. Parrot 21. Ingle
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NOT SO EASY

BOOK REVIEW.

W
hat is the secret of
happiness? Money.
Fame. Success. Think
again. “In 1938,
Harvard researchers

embarked on a decades-long study to
find out: What makes us happy in life?
The researchers gathered health
records from 724 participants from all
over the world and asked detailed
questions about their lives at two-year
intervals. Contrary to what you might
think, it’s not career achievement,
money, exercise, or a healthy diet.” The
most consistent finding that they
unearthed through 85 years of study
was: Positive relationships keep us
happier, healthier, and help us live
longer [CNBC Makeit, February 10,
2023].

How do you develop better
relationships? It starts with
communication and making a
connection. If we know how to
communicate better we can build
better social connections and better
social connections can bring us health
and happiness. We may lament that ‘I
am trying to communicate but he/she is
just not listening’.

My former boss and mentor had a
great observation ‘The onus of the
communication is on the
communicator’. Think about it. We can
go home saying that my boss does not
understand me. Or my customer does
not appreciate what I am saying. And
have a disturbed sleep. Instead, if we
spend time trying to figure out where
they are coming from and tailor our
message accordingly, we may actually
manage to make a connection.

Becoming a better communicator is
easier said than done. You may say that

I am an introvert. I don’t know how to
make casual conversation. I am shy.
Well help is at hand. In his book The
Laws of Connection veteran science
journalist David Robson has presented
13 laws that can help us all become
better at making connections. The book
is presented as 13 chapters, each
dedicated to one law of Robson.

THE EIGHTH FACTOR

The first chapter presents the famous
California State Department of Public
Health study done in the early 1960s. It
showed that there are seven
ingredients for good health: don’t
smoke, drink in moderation, sleep
seven to eight hours, exercise, avoid
snacks, maintain a moderate weight,
eat breakfast. These are known as
‘Almeda 7’.

The research continued and by 1979
an eighth factor was discovered, ‘social
connection’. People with greater
number of ties were around half as
likely to die as people who had smaller
networks. [In my book All the World is a
Stage I have explored the benefits of
better networks for personal branding,
so I am a convert].

The first law of connection that
Robson presents is build better
connections by ‘Being consistent in
your treatment of others’; show
interest in others successes, show
interest in their opinions, wait for the
other person to speak and listen more,
talk less.

The next law presents a way of
looking at relationships ‘create a
mutual understanding with the people
you meet; ignore superficial similarities
and instead focus on your internal
worlds, and the peculiar ways that your
thoughts and feelings coincide’.

The third law demystifies the
‘introvert fear’; others will like you as
much as you like them or more, don’t be
shy, practice your social skills to build

your social confidence.
The fourth law starts with an

interesting anecdote about Edgar H
Hoover, the legendary head of the US
FBI, and his comment ‘Watch the
Borders’. I will not spoil it for you, but
the law says ‘Check your assumptions;
engage in perspective getting’ rather
than ‘perspective taking’ to avoid
egocentric thinking and
misunderstanding’.

The fifth law breaks down the need
to engage better ‘demonstrate active
curiosity, engage in self-disclosure, and
avoid novelty penalty, to build mutual
understanding and contribute to the
merging of our minds’.

The sixth law rounds up the first part
of the book which is on building
connections; this law says ‘praise
people generously, but be highly
specific in your words of appreciation’.

AND, SIX MORE LAWS

The second section moves from
building connections to maintaining
connections. In this section we get to
read about Robson’s six more laws that
deal with ‘Truth, Lies and Secrets’,
‘Avoiding Envy and Enjoying
Confelicity [rejoicing in the joy of
others; I learnt a new word here, it is the
opposite of schadenfreude]’, ‘Asking for
help’, Healing Bad Feelings’,
‘Constructive Disagreement’ and
‘Finding Forgiveness’. The last chapter
is the thirteenth law, ‘Reach out to
people who are missing in your life’, and
a quick summary of the other 12 laws.

The book, a slim looking paperback,
appears easy to read but as this
reviewer started on the book, he
realised this book is almost like a
‘literature review’ that is done as a part
of a PhD thesis submission. Each
chapter is loaded with numerous
research articles and the notes
mentions more than 400 research
papers that the author had extracted his
material from.

This is a great read for those of you
wanting to figure out how to improve
your social connections. But be warned,
this is not a light read. You may want to
read, and go back a few times to get the
full gist of what was encapsulated in
each of the 13 laws of connection.

The reviewer is a brand / advertising veteran, a certified
CEO Coach and a best selling author of 11 books

Social connections do matter
While it’s known that positive relationships keep us happier and healthier, this book tells how to get better at it

Ambi Parameswaran
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L
and and water are becoming
scarce by the year, and we are
witnessing more frequent and

severe droughts, desertification, and
land degradation. The World Health
Organization (WHO) predicts that 40
per cent of our population is su�ering
from the ill-e�ects of water scarcity, and
by 2030, a staggering 700 million people
could face displacement from drought. 

Agriculture, ecosystems, and human
life depend on e�cient water
management; therefore, technology
becomes a key driver in this scheme of
things. Technology enables us to lessen
the impact of drought and lead the world
into a more resilient and sustainable
future. 

In addition to this, the government
should encourage faster technological
adoption at scale and create a fund for
research and development while o�ering
financial incentives in this direction. 

To bring about drought resilience, a
multimodal strategy should be
formulated that combines technology,
legislation, and proactive community
involvement. Innovative WWW
solutions are assuming greater
importance as India works towards
recovering 26 million hectares of
degraded land by 2030. The reclamation
of this land will go a long way in
recharging water bodies, turning arid
land lush green and supporting the
growth of flora and fauna. 

The writer is Zone President – Greater India and MD &
CEO, Schneider Electric India

Desalination and water recycling help
in boosting the availability of water in
arid and coastal areas. Advancements in
desalination technology, such as
energy-e�cient reverse osmosis systems
and sophisticated wastewater treatment
and purification systems help convert
seawater and wastewater into potable
water. These processes help diversify
water sources thereby improving
drought resilience. 

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

E�ective drought resilience necessitates
not only technology but also a conducive
policy environment and active
community engagement. To improve
water security outcomes in rural and
urban India, two flagship projects have
been introduced: the Jal Jeevan Mission
and AMRUT 2.0. 

The spread of drought can be
countered through early detection with
satellite imaging, remote sensing,
ground-based sensors, and monitoring
systems that provide useful data on
indicators such as soil moisture levels,
precipitation patterns, and water
reservoir capacities. This makes it
possible to create extensive drought
early warning systems (DEWS) that can
predict such conditions months ahead of
their actual onset. 

A further cutting-edge approach that
is gaining popularity is the application of
wastewater and water (WWW)
technologies. IoT sensors, artificial
intelligence and data analytics enable
more responsive, e�cient, and
networked water systems and services
for end-to-end management of the entire
water cycle.

Deepak Sharma 

Short take

Tech paving the way for a drought-resilient future
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The book inspires a
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T
he first session of the 18th Lok Sabha, which begins today, presents a 
fresh opportunity to address the evident weaknesses in the functioning 
of the Indian Parliament. The new Lok Sabha is considerably different 
from the previous two, where the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had 

a majority of its own. Although the BJP-led Union government is comfortably placed 
at the moment, it depends on support from allies in the National Democratic Alliance 
for survival and pushing its legislative agenda. Further, the Opposition has a signif-
icantly bigger number this time. If it manages to hold on to the pre-poll alliance in 
Parliament, it will be in a position to question government policies more forcefully, 
which will eventually lead to better outcomes as intended in a parliamentary democ-
racy. After 10 years, the House will also have a formal leader of the Opposition. 

To define expectations, it will be useful to first highlight how Parliament has 
been functioning in recent years. According to the data compiled by PRS Legislative 
Research, the 17th Lok Sabha functioned for 88 per cent of its scheduled time. 
However, the annual average days of sitting declined significantly. On average, the 
Lok Sabha sat for 55 days per year, compared to 66 days in the 16th Lok Sabha. For 
comparison, the annual average number of sitting days for the first Lok Sabha was 
135. The number of sitting days was partly affected by the pandemic, and 11 out of 
15 sessions were adjourned early. The reduced number of working days had an 
inevitable impact on the business of the House. About 35 per cent of the Bills were 
passed with less than an hour of discussion. Notably, during the 17 Lok Sabha’s 
term, members from both Houses were suspended on 206 instances. In the winter 
session of 2023, 146 members were suspended on account of misconduct. 

Given the recent performance, it is reasonable to expect the 18th Lok Sabha 
to reverse the current trend. While the functioning of the House is the responsi-
bility of the Treasury Benches, the Opposition will also be expected to play a 
constructive role. In the overall scheme of things, the Treasury side will need to 
improve on at least two counts. First, the number of days the Lok Sabha or both 
Houses sit in a year needs to be increased. This will allow members to raise rele-
vant issues and draw the government’s attention. Second, Bills should not be 
passed without a reasonable period of discussion. In the parliamentary system, 
the government always commands the majority, but that should not mean Bills 
are passed without discussion. While the government is always likely to have its 
way, it should allow the Opposition to have its say on all issues. 

Further, in the 17th Lok Sabha, fewer than 20 per cent of the Bills were 
referred to committees, compared to 71 per cent in the 15th Lok Sabha. 
Parliamentary committees are an excellent mechanism to evaluate Bills and 
iron out differences among stakeholders. This mechanism must be used more 
effectively. In fact, it will benefit the government to have a wider discussion, 
particularly on sensitive issues. Discussion and consensus building help increase 
the political acceptability of an idea. Thus, in sum, it is to be hoped that the new 
Speaker of the House, the government, and the Opposition will work in a way 
that will minimise disruption and adjournment.

Tapping the wind
Govt support will help wind-energy projects

I
t is well recognised that harnessing offshore wind energy can accelerate 
India’s energy transition. Introducing offshore wind in the renewable-
energy mix can support power management during peak load hours in 
both monsoon and non-monsoon months. In this context, the Union 

Cabinet’s recent decision to provide viability-gap funding (VGF) for implementing 
offshore wind-energy projects must be welcomed. The government outlay for 
this purpose is fixed at ~7,453 crore, including ~6,853 crore for installing and 
commissioning 1 gigawatt (Gw) of offshore wind-energy projects, and a grant of 
~600 crore for the upgrade of two ports to meet associated logistics requirements. 
The government plans to deploy offshore wind projects off the coasts of Gujarat 
and Tamil Nadu. Both these states are considered wind-energy hotspots. Gujarat, 
for instance, experiences high offshore wind speeds between May and August. 
The capacity utilisation factor of offshore wind is estimated to go beyond 50 per 
cent during these months, increasing to nearly 70 per cent in July. 

The push to increase wind-energy capacity aligns with India’s commitment 
to combat climate change and reduce global warming, aiming to achieve 500 
Gw of renewable-energy capacity by 2030, with wind energy contributing about 
140 Gw. The country is endowed with a 7,600-km coastline and significant 
offshore wind-energy potential, and yet, there is not a single operational offshore 
wind farm currently. An assessment made by the National Institute of Wind 
Energy has identified a potential of about 70 Gw coming from offshore wind 
projects, spread across 16 offshore zones along the Tamil Nadu and Gujarat 
coasts. The government aims to tap into 37 Gw of this by 2030. Accordingly, the 
Union government floated the first ever tender last year to allocate seabed sites 
along the coast of Tamil Nadu for developing offshore wind farms. 

Although the technology is commercially advanced, the cost of generation 
is high compared to other renewable-energy options. In this respect, introducing 
viability-gap funding is expected to address some of the cost concerns. It is 
hoped that support from the government will render the projects viable. The 
government will also support private firms in establishing the projects by investing 
in power evacuation infrastructure and offshore substations through Power Grid 
Corporation of India. While the cost of offshore turbines is higher because of 
stronger structures and foundations needed in marine environments, desirable 
returns can be achieved on account of higher efficiencies of these turbines after 
the development of the ecosystem. 

The successful launch of the 1 Gw capacity offshore wind projects is expected 
to produce renewable electricity of about 3.72 billion units annually, resulting in an 
annual reduction of 2.98 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent emission. 
Compared with onshore wind and solar photovoltaic energy, offshore wind tech-
nology can generate a relatively high amount of energy per unit of installed capacity. 
It also helps address the emerging land constraints for putting up large-scale renew-
able-energy projects. However, to increase the scale significantly, issues like the 
high cost of technology, lack of domestic supply chains and turbine models suited 
to local wind conditions, and complexities in securing approvals and clearances 
should be addressed. India will need to build on the learning of the initial projects.
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A
 full understanding of the adverse conse-
quences of autarky (of government inter-
ference in cross-border activities of the peo-

ple) is the hallmark of professional competence in 
economics. But the world is in an unprecedented 
situation today: The problems of Chinese  
macroeconomic policy are imposing an adverse 
impact worldwide. We believe there is merit in using 
Indian state power to create trade barriers against 
Chinese exports into India. These actions should 
be part of a full policy package that fosters Indian 
economic dynamism. 

Xi Jinping came to power in 2013. 
Under his watch, the “China model” 
has fully blossomed. This involves 
government control of the country, 
concentration of power in Xi Jinping, 
economic nationalism, a prickly hos-
tility towards the West, an ever pre-
sent danger of expropriation for pri-
vate persons, a lack of personal safety 
for the elite, etc. At its best, such 
authoritarian regimes only generate 
short spurts of growth. Hence, over 
the 11 years of Xi Jinping’s rule, the 
Chinese economy has fared poorly. 

The once buoyant process of private investment 
has collapsed. The long-standing irrational exuberance 
around real estate as an asset class has turned into 
sustained declines in real estate prices with much 
vacant property. Foreign companies, investors, and 
individuals have been reducing their activities in 
China. High debt levels threaten systemic stability. 

Despite internal economic weakness, there has 
been an arrogant approach in foreign policy. The mil-
itary frictions on the border with Bhutan and India 
are an example of the nationalism that is in play. On 

the most important foreign policy question of the 
world today, China has tilted in favour of Vladimir 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. They have preserved the 
possibility of invading Taiwan. 

From 2018 onwards, these developments kicked 
off fundamental changes to the nature of globalisation, 
which is termed “The Third Globalisation”. In the sec-
ond globalisation (1982-2018), countries in the periph-
ery like China and India were given unconditional 
access to the core. In the third globalisation, the core 
has drawn a line: The privilege of economic integration 
for a country is limited when it has a hostile approach 

on foreign policy or military matters. 
The wagons have circled around the 
core: The advanced economies and 
their allies do full globalisation with 
each other. But for countries which 
have military or foreign policy hostil-
ity, access to the core is curtailed. From 
2018 onwards, a large number of 
restrictions have come up, in the 
advanced economies, against cross-
border activities involving China. The 
four most important industries where 
these problems are unfolding are elec-

tric vehicles, batteries, solar panels, and microchips. 
The Chinese economy is faring poorly through a 

combination of poor domestic policy coupled with 
the actions of the advanced economies. At heart, there 
is not enough domestic demand. Many Chinese firms 
face a choice between cutting prices and closing down. 
Failure on economic performance has created an eco-
nomic and political crisis for the regime. The govern-
ment would like nothing more than to get firms to sell 
more, by exporting more, to stave off firm closure and 
ideally increase employment. It is hard for us in India 
to comprehend the idea of inflation turning negative. 

But in China, there is deflation in the aggregate CPI 
(consumer price index) basket. Prices of the Chinese 
export basket expressed in dollars have gone down 
and are expected to go down further. 

In time, these problems will get sorted out through 
economic and political change within China. In the 
meantime, this exceptional flood of cheap exports 
from a systemically important country comes with 
the danger of damaging the organisational capabilities 
of firms or entire industries in importing countries. 
This has led to exceptional responses. The advanced 
economies now have restrictions against Chinese 
imports that are mind-boggling. On June 12, the 
European Commission set tariffs against Chinese elec-
tric vehicles at 48 per cent, and the tariffs in the US 
will be 100 per cent. This is completely unlike many 
decades of experience, where developed-market tariffs 
have always been in single digits. 

Given the difficulties faced in exporting to 
advanced economies, Chinese firms have naturally 
emphasised exporting to the rest of the world. The 
shares of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
Latin America, and Africa in China’s exports were 12.9 
per cent, 5.8 per cent, and 4.2 per cent, respectively, 
in 2018; they are now at 15.7 per cent, 7.8 per cent, and 
5.5 per cent, respectively. 

This is the global context within which we should 
see the problem of surging Chinese imports into India. 
From 2018 to 2023, the overall growth of Chinese 
exports (measured in dollars) was 36 per cent. Growth 
in Chinese exports to India in this period was 53 per 
cent. We believe it is now wise for the Indian state to 
establish non-tariff barriers against Chinese exports 
and overseas production sites of Chinese firms. We 
recognise that this constitutes protectionism, and vio-
lates the tenets of sound development strategy. But in 
this special moment, with regard to one trading part-
ner, we believe it is appropriate. 

Alongside this, an array of actions is required to 
uphold the gains from international integration and 
improve the working of Indian firms. There are a large 
number of inverted duty structures which need to be 
removed. Of great importance is the long-pending 
goods and services tax reforms, which should go to a 
lower number of rates (ideally one), lower rates, and 
the integration of a broader base, particularly industries 
such as energy and railways. New non-tariff barriers 
against Chinese imports into India should be accom-
panied with numerous elements of liberalisation of 
engagement with all other countries. Through this, 
India should get the full gains from globalisation in 
all aspects (goods, services, capital, labour) with deep 
engagement with every country in the world but one. 

It will take great professional capabilities in eco-
nomic policy to surgically engage in protectionism 
with one trade partner only, and to accompany this 
with an array of complementary moves which reverse 
the conventional Indian protectionism against the rest 
of the world. The puzzle of 2024 for policymakers lies 
in establishing such a strategy. 

Shah is researcher at the XKDR Forum, and Patnaik 

 is chief economist at Aditya Birla Group. 
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I
s India an inherently water-stressed country? 
This question comes up every summer, when 
many parts of the country face an acute scarcity 

of water. A categorical answer may be difficult 
because the issue has several dimensions, which 
are amenable to divergent interpretations. But water 
woes, surely, are not insurmountable. 

India hosts the world’s 18 per cent human and 20 
per cent livestock population, with only 4 per cent 
of its water resources. This can be 
seen as a sign of under-supply of this 
critical natural resource. Besides, per 
capita water availability, which was 
over 3,000 cubic metres in the 1950s, 
has dwindled to just around 1,486 
cubic metres, and is projected to 
decline further to a mere 1,367 cubic 
metres by 2031.This can be viewed as 
another indication of growing scarci-
ty of water, given that 1,700 cubic 
metres is deemed to be the minimum 
requirement per person. If availabil-
ity dips to below 1,000 cubic metres, 
which cannot be ruled out, it would 
be truly distressful. Many areas of the 
country are, in fact, already facing such an alarming 
situation, or are heading towards it. 

But there is another side to it, which is not so dis-
quieting. Water is a renewable resource and nature 
has been rather benevolent in this respect. India, on 
the whole, receives annually around 118 cm, or 
around 4,000 billion cubic metres (BCM), of water 
by way of rain and snowfall. This is far higher than 
the global average of 100 cm. However, the bulk of 
this water comes in the four-month monsoon season 
(June to September) and runs down wastefully to 
the seas, causing floods and eroding precious soil in 

its wake. Only a fraction of this water gets conserved 
in surface water bodies, like reservoirs, ponds, and 
tanks, or percolates down to the underground water 
aquifers, for gainful use. Unfortunately, the country 
has failed to create sufficient water-holding capacity 
to make full use of this natural bonanza. 

Going by the Central Water Commission (CWC) 
estimates, India’s gross (read total) water storage 
capacity is only around 355 BCM. Of this, the utilis-

able capacity (live storage) is just 
about 275 BCM. This is too little 
compared to the estimated require-
ment of over 843 BCM. Even on full 
capacity utilisation, the stored 
water is sufficient to meet the needs 
of only around 170 days. Many other 
countries have created much larger 
capacities to ensure water security. 
Egypt, a low-rainfall country, for 
instance, has a live water storage 
capacity of 700 days. The US can 
store enough water to last for two 
years. If India can capture an ade-
quate amount of rainwater, and 
conserve it appropriately, it can 

meet most of its demand for water in both urban 
and rural areas, including that for crop irrigation. 

The key to ward off water problems, therefore, lies 
in collecting, preserving, and judiciously managing 
rainwater. The mantra for doing so is: “Catch the rain 
when it falls, and where it falls.” Policy planners had, 
in fact, not been unaware if this basic necessity. They 
had, very rightly, made rainwater harvesting an inte-
gral part of soil- and water-conservation programmes 
a long while ago. Rainwater harvesting was made 
mandatory for all new buildings with a roof area of 
more than 100 square metres way back in 2001. 

Experts feel up to 70 per cent of the water require-
ments of most households can be met through rain-
water. Due emphasis had, in fact, been laid on rain-
water collection in the National Water Policy, 2012, 
as well. Most programmes launched for soil and water 
conservation, irrigation expansion, and watershed 
development, involve in situ, as also ex situ, preserving 
rainwater. Funds are also regularly allocated for this 
purpose under the government’s flagship programme, 
called Jal Shakti Abhiyan. Besides, rainwater harvest-
ing has been a major component of the works carried 
out under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 

However, the net gains from all these well-inten-
tioned measures have been below par due to the poor 
planning and inapt implementation. The scheme 
under the MGNREGA is, in any case, a demand-driven 
and employment-oriented one, where the availability 
of labour varies from time to time, ruling out executing 
the proposed works on a regular basis, or in accor-
dance with any pre-set schedule. Besides, the multi-
plicity of authorities governing various aspects of 
rainwater management, such as its capturing, storage, 
and distribution, and maintaining water-harvesting 
infrastructure, also mars the potential benefits from 
the effort and investment that goes into them. 

Rainwater conservation needs planning on a geo-
graphically wider scale, keeping in view the entire 
watersheds, which can span administrative blocks, 
districts, or states. This is difficult to do under the pre-
vailing structure of civic governance. What is needed 
is to make rainwater harvesting and water conservation 
a mass movement, and expand the overall water stor-
age capacity. That would help consolidate water secu-
rity and ensure year-round water availability. 

surinder.sud@gmail.com 

Growing & sustaining a liquid asset

New Lok Sabha must follow the basics

Focus on performance

O
n a cold November morning in 
1999, Harold Linde, a member of 
the Rainforest Action Network, 

was trying to hang an enormous sign 
from a construction crane hundreds of 
feet in the air over downtown Seattle.  
After some spiritual assistance from “a 
circle of pagan witches on the ground” 
who were “sending prayers up,” Linde 
and his friends succeeded in unfurling a 
100-pound banner. It showed two arrows 
pointing in opposite directions, one labe -
lled “Democracy” and the other “WTO”. 

This stunt, which kicked off the Battle 
of Seattle, a protest of the third ministerial 
meeting of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO), captures the combination of high 
idealism, drama, detailed organisation, 
radicalism and public relations savvy that 
defined a movement against the rising 

tide of globalisation in the decades  
after the Cold War. 

DW Gibson’s comprehensive oral 
history One Week to Change the World  
gives a panoramic view of the multiday 
festival of dissent, from its authorised 
marches and semi-legal “direct actions” 
to its extremely illegal vandalism. There 
was even a concert. 

The WTO’s ministerial meetings were 
meant to advance the 
project of knitting 
together the newly 
liberalised world with 
a “harmonisation” of 
common rules — 
internationally 
agreed upon food 
safety standards, for 
instance — to lower 
trade barriers. 
Ambassadors and 
NGO officials from 
around the world had assembled in a city 
that was fast becoming associated with a 
new digital economy that promised to 
accelerate globalisation. 

As Gibson outlines, the WTO protests 
in Seattle became a natural meeting point 
for a wide range of leftist groups who felt 

abandoned by the neoliberal turn 
cemented by the Democratic president in 
the White House. American union leaders 
worried that cheap overseas labour would 
put downward pressure on blue-collar 
wages and many green activists were 
concerned that trade liberalisation would 
be used as a battering ram against 
domestic environmental protections. 

After Seattle, despite further meetings 
(with much more 
thought-out security) 
the WTO was not able 
to reach another 
major global trade 
agreement — and has 
not to this day. Still, it 
did provide a 
framework with its 
existing rules, and 
trade liberalisation 
advanced in the years 
that followed, thanks 

to China’s incorporation into the global 
economic system. The country joined the 
WTO in 2001 and quickly became the 
workshop of the world. China’s growing 
importance within the global economy 
also set the stage for the great blow to 
global trade that would arrive two decades 

later thanks to coronavirus pandemic. 
Peter S Goodman’s  How the World 

Ran Out of Everything  is an impassioned 
account of globalisation’s rise and stall. 
Goodman, a long-time economics 
correspondent for The New York Times  
and The Washington Post, offers an 
expansive view of the modern supply 
chain, from the Port of Long Beach and 
long-haul truck routes to cattle ranchers 
in Montana and the travails of a 
Mississippi-based toy company trying to 
get a shipment from China in time for the 
holiday season. 

At every point in 
the chain during the 
pandemic, workers 
faced deteriorating 
conditions and 
financial instability. 
Toilet paper, meat 
and other consumer 
goods shot up in price 
and declined in 
availability as 
container ships idled 
in ports. Goodman 
argues that the crisis exposed the 
brittleness of a system that relied, for 
years, on “just in time” manufacturing, 
which shrank inventories. This system 
“worked” in terms of lower prices for 
consumers and higher market share for 
these giants. When the pandemic 

struck, manufacturers with low 
inventory couldn’t deal with the 
combination of increased demand and 
fewer workers, while some middlemen, 
like the global shippers and 
meatpackers, were able to profit. 

Manufacturers also strained under 
the odd strength of the Covid-era 
economy. Americans unable to spend on 
restaurants and trips took to Amazon 
and began to vacuum up more stuff 
made cheap by international trade — 
televisions, basketball hoops, pastry 
blenders. “The result of this surge was 

chaos,” Goodman 
writes. Lights 
flickered from power 
outages “as Chinese 
plants deployed 
every available 
production line”. 

Goodman is not 
naïve enough to 
think that 
globalisation can or 
should be reversed, 
or that companies 

seeing political or business risk in 
 China means a renaissance of  
American manufacturing. 

While the global supply chain is 
unlikely to be dismantled, the ideology of 
globalisation is under attack practically 
and politically. “The US is moving towards 

a kind of nationalistic mercantilism,” 
Chomsky tells Gibson. Joe Biden and 
Donald Trump are more similar to  
each other on trade policy than they  
are to predecessors in their own  
parties. Both presidents have shown 
more interest in using tariffs than in 
working out trade disputes through  
the WTO. 

The late-20th-century project of 
integrating China into the global 
economy, in the hope that economic 
development would come hand in hand 
with political liberalism, feels at best 
misguided. Offshoring resulted in a 
predictable loss of US jobs, Goodman 
writes, and programmes designed to 
help Americans negatively affected by 
global trade were left underfunded. 

What remains to be seen is whether 
the new policy responses can win over 
not just American activists and 
intellectuals, but also consumers who 
tend to prefer lower costs over all else 
and who far outnumber any particular 
group of truckers, cattle ranchers or 
union workers squeezed by the 
economic pressures of a long, lean 
supply chain. The WTO may have lost, 
but democracy will also have its say. 

The reviewer is an economics and climate 

correspondent for Heatmap News 
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A
 few days ago, I was at the Ganga Duss-
ehra. As I stood there, chanting lines
from Pandit Jagannath Shastri’s
Ganga Lahri, an incident returned to

memory. I was on board an Assam-bound Raj-
dhani Express crossing the bridge connecting
Garhmukteshwar and Gajraula. When the 
coach I was in reached the middle of the bridge,
I offered prayers to Ma Ganga.

When I was done with the prayers, my
co-passengers, a White couple, wanted to know
what I was doing. I told them the river was the
Ganga and that I had been offering my prayers
to it. The man seemed taken aback. “Ganges, 
the great Ganges,” he asked in amazement, 
while his companion made a statement that I 
will not repeat here for it pained me and may 
hurt the religious sentiments of others, too.

For ages, the Ganga for us has been a source
of life, and salvation. When I see a river 
anywhere in the world, it reminds me of the 
rivers that run through Prayagraj, Kashi, 
and Mirzapur, where I spent my childhood. I 
see the Ganga as a metaphor of the purity of 
childhood.

However, the river is no longer considered
pure and pious in scientific terms.

According to studies on pollution in the
Ganga conducted by BD Joshi, a professor at 
the Indian Academy of Environment Science in
Haridwar, the river’s current Biochemical Oxy-
gen Demand (BOD) level is 7 mg/l, which is 
extremely unhealthy. Also, solid waste content
in the river when it reaches the foothills, was 
found to be 1,460 mg/l, which exceeds the 
threshold. The rise in solid waste has reduced
the Ganga’s transparency to 5%. Another study
found that plastic trash in the river rose 25% 
between May and June 2024. From Rishikesh
to Haridwar, fish numbers have dropped to 
80%, and the number of species fell dramati-
cally from 89 to 66. Crocodile populations have
also fallen.

People typically blame the growing number
of tourists and pilgrims for the Ganga’s woes, 
but there are other causes for this, too. These 
should be thoroughly debated in Parliament so
that the government can develop an action 
plan.

At locations such as Kaushambi, just before
Prayagraj, people can now cross the Ganga on

foot. This is happening even after the Yamuna,
with all its waters, has been subsumed into the
Ganga. Only 7,000 cusecs of water from the 
Ganga and the Yamuna together currently flow
forward. Though several other rivers join the 
Ganga downstream, its water flows are dismal.

This is why I dread the fate of Kashi, where I
spent my childhood playing on the Assi Ghat. 
Mounds of sand have started appearing 
between Dashaswamedh and Sakka ghats. If 
the heatwaves continue, the situation could 
worsen. One reason behind this state of the 
Ganga is that it has not been dredged for quite
some time.

This river requires regular, phased dredging
from Haridwar to Ganga Sagar.

A lot of money has been spent to clean the
Ganga at Varanasi, but what are the conditions
today? Only 70-75 million litre per day (MLD)
of the 467 MLD of sewage released by the city 
enters the Ganga untreated. But the Varuna 
river, the tributary from which Varanasi 
derives its name, brings with it 67 MLD of sew-
age discharged into it into the Ganga.

According to research conducted by a team
from the Kashi Hindu University, all fish in the
Ganga between Prayagraj and Buxar have been
affected by pollution. Furthermore, vegetables
and grains grown in the doab area (land 
between two rivers) irrigated by its waters are
also contaminated. Hundreds of people, includ-
ing myself, used to cross a pontoon Bridge to 
reach Ramnagar, which used to be a good mar-
ket to buy fresh vegetables and watermelons 
cultivated on the banks of the Ganga.

A lot can be written on this topic, and much
has already been documented. About 40 years
ago, I wrote a cover story on the Ganga for a 
famous magazine, and even then, the figures 
were similarly appalling. Nature has been 
sounding the alarm for a long time, urging us to
wake up. The fertile land of North India is 
unimaginable without the Ganga, the Yamuna,
and their tributaries. Yet, despite changes in 
government, the situation has continued to 
deteriorate. The Ganga will be protected not by
slogans, but by the collective efforts of society 
and the political system.

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan. 

The views expressed are personal

Ganga needs a joint effort 
to regain its old strength

vene in debates whenever necessary, thereby
creating a very healthy tradition. He some-
times supplemented the replies given by the 
ministers when he felt the House should be 
given more information and sometimes cor-
rected the ministers when he felt the correct 
angle of the issue was not being highlighted by
them. He attended Parliament when impor-
tant issues were discussed and, in fact, he 
requested the Speaker to give more time to the
Opposition because he believed his party 
members only praised him and it was the 
Opposition that told him what was happening
on the ground. 

An interesting incident involving the first
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, GV Mavalankar, is 
part of the institutional memory of the Lok 
Sabha and is discussed as a measure of the high-
est esteem in which Nehru held the office of the
Speaker. Once, Mavalankar sent Nehru a slip of

paper saying he would like to meet
Nehru in his office. Instead, Nehru
rushed to the Speaker’s chamber and
told him that the Speaker, being the
highest authority in Parliament,
should never visit the PM. Nehru
would meet the Speaker in his cham-
ber whenever the latter sought his
presence. This was his way of estab-
lishing good parliamentary traditions.

The smooth running of Parliament,
at any time, is more likely if the House elects a
wise Speaker and the government appoints a 
seasoned parliamentary affairs minister. While
the Speaker has to ensure the timely comple-
tion of government business in the House, he is
also supposed to protect the interests of the 
Opposition. A wise Speaker will conduct the 
House to the satisfaction of both sides of the 
House. The members of the Opposition 
benches should be able to leave the House feel-
ing that the Speaker was fair to them.

The parliamentary affairs minister is the
bridge between the government and the Oppo-
sition. In this context, old timers may remem-
ber K Raghuramaiah, the parliamentary 
affairs minister under PM Indira Gandhi 
(1969-76). Although she had a two-thirds 
majority in the Lok Sabha, Raghuramaiah 
would always be seen in the Opposition 
benches coaxing and cajoling the MPs to gain
their support for running the House smoothly.
Stalwarts such as AK Gopalan, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, Hiren Mukerjee, Shyamnandan Mishra,
Indrajit Gupta, Piloo Modi, Madhu Danda-
vate,and  Madhu Limaye adorned the Opposi-
tion benches in those days. These great and 
often difficult men used to be brought around
by a tactful Raghuramaiah

Dialogue between the government and the
Opposition is essential for the smooth running
of the House. Such dialogue smoothens the 
wrinkles in the relationship between the two 
sides. To listen to others and to try and con-
vince them is the surest way to promote the 
democratic culture. Parliament is the most 
powerful platform where this exercise is con-
ducted. From the rough and tumble of India’s
electoral politics, the people’s representatives
need to move into the realm of mutual respect.

Vajpayee, an outstanding parliamentarian
for all times, used to say “vichaaron ka sang-
harsh” (clash of ideas) is the essence of parlia-
mentary democracy. All members of the 
House should keep this thought as the 18th 
Lok Sabha begins work. 

PDT Achary is a former secretary general, Lok

Sabha. The views expressed are personal

cation incentive plans so that the
area under non-basmati paddy is
strategically reduced, it would be a
landmark contribution to the coun-
try’s agriculture sector. Business as
usual in Punjab and Haryana may be
highly detrimental to the future of
India’s food security.

The second area of importance is
horticulture. Since the launch of the 
National Horticulture Mission (NHM)
in 2005, India’s horticulture produc-
tion has gone up from 170.8 million 
tonnes (mt) to 352.23 mt. Madhya Pra-
desh has been a beneficiary of and 
contributor to the horticulture revolu-
tion in India. To illustrate, in 2004-05,
it produced 0.535 mt of onion which 
rose to 5.1 mt by 2022-23. The state is 
the second-largest producer of onion 
after Maharashtra. Due to a crash in 
prices, MP experimented with a price
deficiency payment scheme in 2018, 
which didn’t prove successful. The 
biggest challenge in horticulture is the
high fluctuation in prices and supply-
chain losses. If these can be addressed,
the consumption of fruits and vegeta-
bles can go up, and India’s exports in 
these agri-commodities can be more 
reliable. Farmers, too, can earn more

than they do from cereals. The need 
for a robust cold chain network for 
perishables is well understood. How-
ever, private investment in creating 
pre-cooling facilities is not adequate. 
This must be sufficiently incentivised.

The third area that Chauhan must
make a priority is the threat from the
climate crisis, which can lead to lower
yields in several crops. To address this
challenge, investment in research and
development (R&D) to generate cli-
mate-resistant varieties must be dras-
tically raised, and farmers must be 
made aware of the need to shift to 
these varieties. India spends just about
0.6% of agri-GDP on research. Invest-
ment in agri R&D under the Indian 
Council of Agriculture Research 
(ICAR) system boosted the country’s 
capacity in rice, sugar, grapes, pome-
granates and onion. If self-reliance 
and food security are to be achieved 
for 1.6 billion Indians, higher invest-
ment in R&D, both by the government
and the private sector, is a must.

Siraj Hussain is a former Union

agriculture secretary, and 

Shweta Saini is an economist.

The views  expressed are personal

The new agriculture minister must convince the finance minister to 
support states’ crop diversification plans (HT PHOTO)

T
he new Parliament, meeting today, will
see a coalition government headed by
the same team that wielded untram-
melled powers during the past two

terms because of having a formidable majority
in the Lok Sabha. That situation has changed.
A political party that does not have a majority
of its own will face serious challenges from the
Opposition and, in exceptional situations, 
from its own allies. At times, there may be a 
snap vote in the House, which can take the 
treasury benches by surprise. 

The Opposition Members of Parliament
(MPs) who have been returned may harbour
unpleasant memories: Mass suspensions, 
privilege cases, expulsions, and the denial of 
opportunities were common threads in the 
last House. With a formidable number on 
their side, the Opposition in the 18th Lok 
Sabha is likely to pose a major challenge to the
government and, in particular, the 
Speaker. The government will have 
to change the way it deals with the 
Opposition. With over 234 members
arrayed against the treasury 
benches, disciplinary methods fol-
lowed in the past can be counterpro-
ductive. The Speaker will have an 
unenviable task.

Parliament works with greater
efficiency when there is consensus 
on major issues. In competitive politics, it is 
very difficult to always build a consensus. A 
formidable majority often breeds arrogance 
and an insatiable desire to rub the adversaries
up the wrong way. The parliamentary system
will shrink in such an environment, like plants
in extreme summer.

The millions who voted have conveyed an
unmistakable message to the political class 
that crossing some lines has its perils. Win-
ston Churchill famously said, “At the bottom
of all tributes paid to democracy is the little 
man walking into a little booth with a little 
pencil making a little cross on a little bit of 
paper – no amount of rhetoric or voluminous
discussion can, possibly, diminish the over-
whelming importance of the point”. The over-
whelming importance that Churchill referred
to for the decision of those little men should 
not be lost on the leaders.

The question on everyone’s mind today is
how the new Lok Sabha will be run. This 
House is almost evenly divided between the 
treasury benches and the Opposition. People 
who have enjoyed the comfort of a stable, huge
majority may find this situation uncomforta-
ble. But they will benefit if they look at the past.

The Indian Parliament owes much to Jawa-
harlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister (PM), 
who nurtured the institution with care and 
passion. He would be present in the House 
during question hour on all days and inter-

{ OUR TAKE }

Friends in the 
neighbourhood

Illicit liquor economy 
points to social crisis

T
he tragedy of over 50 people dying after consuming
illicit liquor in Kallakurichi in Tamil Nadu has
turned the spotlight on alcohol consumption in the

state. Excise revenue is a major contributor to state 
finances, and the government controls wholesale and 
retail vending of alcohol through state-run (TASMAC) 
utilities. This dependence on alcohol to fund state 
expenses has been criticised by civil society members 
and the Opposition in light of the deaths.

The easy solution prescribed by many to curtail illicit
liquor deaths is prohibition. But does it really work? 
Prohibition ends up criminalising the production and 
distribution of liquor, and invariably facilitates a black 
economy that enables rent-seeking by criminals and 
their political patrons. Tamil Nadu has experimented 
with prohibition from 1937 onwards, only to realise 
that the moral claim that it is a pro-poor measure is 
false. It has found, instead, that it is the poor who suffer 
the most under prohibition.

In Kallakurichi, the bulk of producers and 
consumers were from the lowest strata of the society. 
Illicit brewing flourished because it contributed to the 
political economy. The consumers were mostly wage 
labourers, including conservancy workers with no 
surplus income or avenue for leisure, and could not 
afford the Indian-made foreign liquor (IMFL) sold in 
TASMAC shops. Better regulation through policing 
may help to stop the production and sale of illicit brew. 
However, the problem needs to be understood as a 
social crisis, and measures ranging from de-addiction 
and temperance interventions to the availability of 
cheaper but safe local brews need to be discussed. 
Moral outrage and an over-regulating State are 
unlikely to resolve this problem. 

T
he provisional estimate of
the real gross value added
for the agriculture sector
in FY24 is just 1.4%. This
has been attributed to the
erratic monsoon last year,

on account of the El Nino effect.
Against this backdrop, the

appointment of Shivraj Singh Chau-
han as the new minister for agricul-
ture has been widely welcomed. The
reason is that the agriculture Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of Madhya
Pradesh (MP), during his tenure as
chief minister from 2005-06 to
2022-23, witnessed an average
annual growth rate of 7% against the
all-India showing of 3.8%. Since agri-
culture is mainly a state subject, the
new agriculture minister will have to
take the states along if much-needed
reforms in the sector are to material-
ise. The agriculture sector needs to
grow consistently at an annual 4%.

The ministry he presides over does
not include the department of animal
husbandry and dairying and depart-
ment of fisheries. So, the fastest
growing and most promising sectors
of the farm economy are not in his

domain. However, he has the experi-
ence to influence the running of
these two departments, too.

As per the Situation Assessment of
Agricultural Households and Land
and Holdings of Households in Rural
India, 2019, agri-households earned
only 37% of their income from culti-
vation, while 15% came from live-
stock activities and 40% from wages
and salaries. Thus, the real challenge
before Chauhan will be increasing
income from cultivation. Even
though the monsoon has been defi-
cient by 18% till June 20, the good
news for him is that the
monsoon this year is pre-
dicted to be normal. So, his
first year in office may
bring good tidings. There
are three areas where his
experience in MP may
prove useful.

There are numerous rec-
ommendations made by
expert committees, includ-
ing the Ashok Dalwai Com-
mittee, on doubling farmer
income. Here are three
important areas that Chau-
han can focus on.

The first is to bring more
area under irrigation. In
2015-16, the government led
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi launched the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana (PMKSY) to expand the culti-
vable area under assured irrigation
and use water more efficiently by fol-
lowing sustainable water conserva-
tion practices, among other goals. By

December 2023, out of the 99 priority
projects identified under PMKSY-Ac-
celerated Irrigation Benefits Pro-
gramme in 2016, only 54 projects had
been completed. Another 21 projects
recorded progress of more than 90%,
while 13 others recorded 80-90%
progress. Chauhan has direct experi-
ence in pushing irrigation projects in
his home state. It would be a signifi-
cant contribution to Indian agricul-
ture if he could work with the states
and complete the unfinished pro-
jects. An independent evaluation of
all 99 projects may also help in ascer-

taining whether the com-
mand area in the completed
projects has actually
received water. This is nec-
essary as the benefits to agri-
culture come only when irri-
gation water reaches the
farms. For this, the comple-
tion of canal works is criti-
cal. Micro-irrigation has
remained confined to Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Tamil
Nadu, and Karnataka. Chau-
han must enhance its use in
central and north Indian
states as well. This would
not only help in the prudent
management of precious
water resources that can
result in productivity gains.

For Punjab and Haryana,
diversification from paddy to other
less water-consuming crops has been
under discussion for decades. If the
new agriculture minister can con-
vince the finance minister to support
Punjab and Haryana’s crop diversifi-

Sowing the seeds of 
farm-growth revival
Centre should focus on 
expanding land under 
irrigation, pushing 
greater adoption of 
horticulture by farmers, 
and raising agri-R&D 
spending in the country
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In the West Bank an economic 
collapse is looming & violence 
intensifying. Blatant disregard 
for @CIJ_ICJ rulings & UNSCR 

2735 continues
(After Saturday’s attack on Gaza by Israel)

A behaviour code to run 
a House without discord
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Greater integration with region will help India 
counter the Chinese overtures in South Asia

T
he first two major bilateral engagements of the
new government in New Delhi — hosting
Bangladesh Prime Minister (PM) Sheikh
Hasina for the first incoming bilateral visit and

sending external affairs minister S Jaishankar to Sri 
Lanka — were a signal that the Neighbourhood First 
policy remains a priority for India at a time when 
contestation with China across the region is on the 
rise. Both engagements were also meant to signal a 
theme of continuity following the formation of the 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government.

Bangladesh remains India’s most significant partner
in the neighbourhood, and a raft of initiatives to bolster 
physical, energy, and financial connectivity have laid 
the foundation for closer integration of the economies 
of the two countries. Hasina’s visit led to further steps in 
this direction, including the launch of new rail and bus 
services and an e-visa facility for Bangladeshi nationals 
coming to India for medical treatment. However, the 
most important development was India’s decision to 
formally signal its interest in the $1-billion project to 
restore and develop the Teesta basin in Bangladesh. 
China has had its eye on this mammoth project for 
years, and the Indian initiative will allow Hasina to 
deflect the pressure she is likely to face from Beijing 
when she visits China in the near future. In 
Sri Lanka, Jaishankar and President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe jointly launched a Maritime Rescue 
Coordination Centre (MRCC) that was established for 
the Sri Lankan Navy in Colombo with an Indian grant. 
This will strengthen maritime security cooperation 
between the two sides months after Sri Lanka 
acknowledged the concerns of India and the US and 
blocked visits by Chinese surveillance vessels through 
a year-long moratorium on port calls by foreign 
research ships. 

The relationship between India and China remains
fraught, and Beijing has signalled through several 
steps that it is in no hurry to resolve the military 
standoff on the Line of Actual Control, which is into 
its fifth year. China’s aggressive behaviour across the 
region, especially in the context of several border 
disputes, makes it imperative for India to speed up 
efforts to build closer relations within its 
neighbourhood and beyond, especially through steps 
that enhance maritime security cooperation and 
foster greater integration with regional economies. 
Such measures, as the leaders of the Quad nations 
have pointed out more than once, will increase the 
range of options available to democratic countries 
and greatly reduce the possibility of coercion being 
used as a tool of statecraft. 

PDT 
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Voters have made it clear to the political 
class that some lines must not be crossed

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }

Shashi Shekhar

Shweta 
Saini

R. N. I. No. 503/1957 ● Postal Reg. No. DL(ND)-11/6058/2018-19-20 ‘Licensed to post without prepayment’ LICENCE No. U(C)-113/2006-08, AIR SURCHARGE: Raipur and beyond by Rail or Road - Re 5/-, Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Coimbatore, Chennai, Cochin, Goa, Hyderabad, Khajuraho, Mumbai, Trivandrum, Visakhapatnam, Vijayawada and beyond by Rail or Road - Rs. 10/-;

PRINTED & PUBLISHED BY DINESH MITTAL for and on behalf of HT Media Ltd. 18-20, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi-110001 and printed at HT Media Ltd. Presses at Plot No.-8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida, Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar. (UP). Pin-201306,
BOARD: (011)23361234 ● EDITORIAL: (011)66561234 Extn. 1254, 1268 ● CIRCULATION: (011)66561111 ● ADVERTISING: (011)66561389 ● FAX: (011)66561270.

EDITOR: KUNAL PRADHAN

PRINTED & PUBLISHED BY MANHAR KAPOOR for and on behalf of HT Media Ltd. 18-20, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi-110001 and printed at HT Media Ltd. Presses at Plot No.-8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida, Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar. (UP). Pin-201306.

Opinion

10
NEW DELHI

MONDAY
JUNE 24, 2024



LIVEMINT.COM
12 MONDAY, 24 JUNE 2024

NEW DELHI VIEWS

GUEST VIEW

MY VIEW  |  MODERN TIMES

plying labour cheaper than in much of the 
world. Also, every strata of Indian society 
subsidizes the lifestyle of the strata above by 
working for exploitatively low wages. And in 
the end, we have a situation where Indian 
billionaires probably pay only as much as I 
do for domestic work.

No household can be impressive when it 
comes to the matter of paying its domestic 
staff. Historically, all the famously humane 
writers who moved our souls through prose 
had servants who were probably not paid 
more than market rates. Merchants and 
conscience-keepers paid their servants just 
about the same. Even if some people pay a 
bit more, it cannot be an impressive sum 
when spoken out aloud, especially if com-
pared with the incomes of famous humani-
tarians.

What are the consequence of the Hinduja 
family case? The wages of migrants won’t 
rise; instead, wealthy Indian families living 
abroad may stop taking domestic workers 
from India, fearing trouble, ending a way of 
enriching poor Indian families. And 
wealthy Indian families in the West would 
have to hire local help, which must be a bit 
uncomfortable because those workers have 
such swag and that always diminishes the 
experience of being a master.

too, make poor people work for more than 12 
hours on less than $8 a day. In their defence, 
they would say that the cost of living in India 
is a few times lower than in Europe, so what 
household staff members are paid in India is 
not as bad as it sounds.

A prosecutor said that the family had 
spent almost $10,000 a year on their dog, 
while paying low wages to their human staff. 
This could be true even in a typical upper 
middle-class Indian household. They may 
want to point out, though they would never 
do so in public, that do-gooders have a bad 
habit of comparing how much a family 
spends on their dog with how much they pay 
their domestic workers. The comparison is 
absurd. A dog brings a lot of joy to the family, 
and is even seen as a part of the family, unlike 
an employee.

The family did not deny the low pay, but 
said that the long hours’ part was an exag-
geration. They asked, as my neighbours 
would, that if a house-help watches a film at 
home with the children, is that work? 
Maybe it depends on the film in question. 
Also instructive would be whether the fam-
ily’s law firm would bill the two hours (or 
more) its lawyers would take if they watched 
the same film to ascertain whether the view-
ing was entertainment or work.

S
ome things that my relatives do every 
day are crimes in Europe. I was 
reminded of it when news broke that 

four members of the billionaire Hinduja fam-
ily were held guilty by a Swiss court of treat-
ing their house staff badly, though the family 
rejected the charges and have reportedly 
appealed against the ruling. Like many 
wealthy people of Indian origin, and some 
diplomats, they had got house-help from 
India on pay scales that are generous by 
Indian standards but illegal in Europe. The 
prosecution said the Hindujas paid the staff 
about $8 a day and that their work-days could 
be as long as 18 hours. The prosecution also 
alleged that family had “confiscated” their 
passports, which is a dramatic way of describ-
ing what I gather is a common practice. The 
accusations are a few years old. They 
returned to the news after a financial settle-
ment was reached with the staff members but 
the prosecution pressed criminal charges.

It is likely that the Indian upper class sees 
all this as excessive because many of them, 

navigating an evolving economic 
climate, societal changes and an unpre-
dictable future. It is about identifying a 
seed of opportunity for transformation 
and growth amid any crisis and creating 
it themselves if it is not obvious. In prac-
tice, this can mean embracing innova-
tion to reimagine an organization for a 
digital era, capturing cost and opera-
tional efficiencies and enriching the 
end-user journey based on customer 
demands. It involves flipping the ‘back-
to-front’ model to become customer-
centric, rather than service or product-
focused, and leveraging data analytics, 
AI and machine learning to predict 
future customer needs.

This strengthens customer retention, 
trust and companies’ relevance in a 
competitive landscape (think, for 
instance, how Big Tech has entered the 
financial services market, compelling 
traditional banks to adopt more innova-
tive strategies and undertake digital and 
service transformations to keep up). By 
adopting an attitude of continuous 
innovation, CEOs can position their 
organizations for strategic industry 
co-creation, allowing flexibility to spot 
gaps and capitalize on profitable cross-
selling opportunities.

Build adjacencies for growth: A key 
principle of a growth mindset is to seek 
ways to expand into breakthrough areas 
and adjacencies to stay ahead of the 
curve. According to McKinsey, compa-
nies and their CEOs who successfully 
adopt growth mindsets are 2.4 times 
more likely to outperform their peers. 
Further, those that invest in ‘growth 
pathways’ into adjacencies by building 
on the core and innovating into ‘break-
out’ businesses are 97% more likely to 
gain a competitive edge. For example, 
Swedish furniture giant Ikea expanded 
into new areas by empowering custom-
ers with integrated solutions, rather 
than reinventing itself to enter another 
business domain like the television 
market. It focuses on equipping cus-
tomers with all the necessary items for 
their living rooms in a way that works 

best for them, thereby adding value to 
their everyday lives.

Similarly, Netflix is betting on video 
gaming and is ahead of rival streaming 
services like HBO Max and Disney Plus 
when it comes to subscriber retention. 
However, like Ikea, its goal is to create 
an adjacency while leveraging its core 
product—video streaming. This ties in 
with founder Reed Hastings’ view that 
Netflix competes with anything cus-
tomers do to relax, including “drinking 
a bottle of wine.” As video gaming grows 
rapidly, Netflix aims to retain its vast 
subscriber base by offering mobile 
video games at no extra cost.

The McKinsey report further reveals 
that businesses expanding into adjacent 
industries are “20% more likely to 
achieve greater growth.” Implementing 
change and spotting growth opportuni-
ties requires CEOs to innovate, secure 
company-wide buy-in, devise a strategy 
and ensure successful execution.

Lead by example: Some key questions 
CEOs can ask themselves include: How 
can the core competency solve global 
business problems? Which supply 
chain parts need improvement? What 
are customers looking for, and what can 
be done differently to help solve their 
most pressing problems? In essence, 
businesses should aim to make them-
selves indispensable to customers, a 
win-win scenario because this can build 
new revenue streams.

Amazon exemplifies this approach. 
CEO Jeff Bezos applied tools—from 
inventory management to algorithm-
based recommendation engines—that 
made it the world’s digital bookstore as 
it moved adjacently towards electronics 
and toys and everything sold online. 
Amazon then disrupted more markets, 
from healthcare to payments, including 
launching a buy-now-pay-later product 
with Barclays and a home insurance 
comparison service in the UK.

As businesses look ahead and compe-
tition heats up, CEOs must lay the 
ground for resilient growth with smart, 
sustainable and future-proof strategies.

I
t is no secret that businesses thrive 
when engineered for growth. For 
CEOs, the challenge is how to lead, 

sustain, recalibrate and drive growth 
not only when the times are good, but 
also when the going is tough or when 
core business expansion has stalled. By 
adopting a holistic growth mindset, 
CEOs can kick-start subtle but powerful 
shifts in work culture and risk appetite 
that permeate the entire organization to 
enable sustainable and scalable growth.

The past few years have brought 
several critical challenges, including the 
unprecedented covid pandemic and 
subsequent focus on economic recov-
ery. More recently, the UK has faced a 
cost-of-living crisis, rising interest rates 
and an uncertain economic outlook. 
While it has so far avoided a recession, 
macroeconomic uncertainties persist, 
leaving business leaders cautious.

The lessons that have emerged have 
been invaluable. These challenges 
have highlighted weaknesses in old 
approaches and business models. It 
would pay to explore how to accelerate 
long-overdue changes in more difficult 
times like these. Mental models, repre-
senting how people view and interpret 
the world, can limit progress unless 
actively challenged. That is the secret 
sauce to driving growth regardless of 
the macroeconomic landscape.

CEOs must reshape their old mental 
models to build agility and resilience for 

This is key to spotting and exploiting new business opportunities as market conditions get tougher

NITIN RAKESH
is chief executive officer and managing 

director at Mphasis. 

Why the super-rich and we pay the same for house help
MANU JOSEPH

P
hilosopher George Santayana said 
the world is in “perpetual caricature” 
of itself because, every moment, it is 
presented with a contradiction of 
what it is pretending to be. This 
holds especially true even for the 

knowledge universe, where an eternal cycle of 
conflicts and contradictions ensures that the 
graveyard of old ideas is always full, leaving 
behind a vacuum for new ideas to take birth. 
This never-ending sequence becomes the 
source, the wellspring, for renewal and endless 
optimism. As German playwright Bertolt 
Brecht put it, “In the contradiction lies the 
hope.” But the path between the two is never 
easy because overcoming initial contradictions 
and reaching an eventual resolution requires 
the humility to accept incongruities, the 
courage to surmount the immediate challenge 
and to find solutions that bring forth new ideas 
which can stand on the shoulders of older ones. 
Corporate strategists, bean-counters and 
quant-heavy economists may be tempted to 
discard this as an abstract notion, but the world 
today is wracked by contrasting challenges—
extreme heat waves in some parts with flooding 
in others—and crying out for change. India 
too needs to acknowledge economic inconsist-
encies and find long-term solutions.

In the old economic orthodoxy, ideologies 
were dichotomous and did not bleed into each 
other. Right-wing politics, free-market evan-
gelism and distrust of the welfare state all 
tended to cohabit under the same tent. These 
rigidities no longer hold true. For example, Italy 
under Giorgia Meloni ranks among Europe’s 
highest social spenders even though the party 
in power, Brothers of Italy, is known as a right-
wing—if populist—party. Or look at France, 

where rightist political parties have grown pop-
ular despite the country’s large social expendi-
ture. Many Indian ideologues and planners who 
have been weaned on free-market thinking and 
insist that governments should remain small, 
have looked on in bewilderment as the US 
government has intervened in its economy 
through measures like industrial policy. Global 
studies have shown that many economies 
across the globe are doing much the same to 
assist domestic industry. It highlights how eco-
nomic exigencies are forcing the acceptance of 
contradictions till new solutions emerge.

Many of these contradictions exist in India as 
well. The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
despite its rhetoric of economic restraint aimed 
at middle-class voters, has in fact been pushing 
hard on the pedal of social-sector spending, 
including the delivery of free rations of food-
grain and cash transfers, apart from other bene-
fits. Incongruities hit a high during this sum-
mer’s general elections: the opposition was able 
to stitch together a cohesive coalition and win 
234 seats despite ground-level differences and 
pollsters discounting them. The government 
should look closely at this world of rising con-
tradictions to recognize a need for some new 
ideas. The Union budget, to be presented in 
July, offers the first opening of this exercise. 
Budget-making mustn’t be held hostage by 
anodyne forces keen only on balancing the 
books, without making a meaningful economic 
impact. This may be an opportunity to look 
beyond the synthetic constraints of a fiscal defi-
cit, or arbitrary limits on the debt-to-GDP ratio. 
These are important parameters, sure, 
but the current mix of contradictions demands 
an innovative budget with a sharp focus on 
employment creation and income generation.

Contradictions rule but 
can also spur new ideas
Rightist political-economy ideas have got overturned globally. In India too. Yet, incongruities 

also offer hope. Will India’s budget go beyond the synthetic constraints of a fiscal deficit?
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When India and the
US signed a

landmark civil nuclear
cooperation agreement in
2005, peaceniks and
naysayers said India had
been made a nuclear
weapons state.

Those fears have been
laid to rest with India
confirming that it is
opening its civilian
nuclear facilities to
oversight by the
International Atomic
Energy Agency. On
Monday, India said it is
signing an additional
protocol with the global
agency that provides for
inspections of these
facilities.

India, compared with
its roguish nuclear
neighbour, has an
impeccable record in
maintaining high
standards of nuclear non-
proliferation. If any
signal was needed about
its commitment to the
global nuclear order,
surely this is it.

India needs to mount a
diplomatic offensive to
join the nuclear suppliers
group. It has a lot to offer
the world in maintaining
peace and order.

QUICK EDIT

A good
N-citizen

ECONOMIC AGENDA

Budget to be
presented
on 10 July

BY A SIT RANJAN M ISHRA &

REMYA NAIR

·························
NEW DELHI

The Narendra Modi-led
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) government

will present its first budget on 10
July, setting out its economic
agenda for the next five years
and articulating how it will
steady and lift faltering eco-
nomic growth, check persistent
inflation and achieve fiscal con-
solidation.

The budget session of Parlia-
ment will be held from 7 July to
14 August. The railway budget
will be presented on 8 July and
the annual Economic
Survey on 9 July before
the budget is unveiled,
the cabinet committee
on parliamentary affairs
decided on Monday.

Finance minister
Arun Jaitley has out-
lined his broad objec-
tives, saying in a Face-
book post early this
month that the nation
must move towards an era of
discipline to reduce the fiscal
shortfall, contain inflation and
improve economic growth that
has slumped below 5% for two
years in a row.

“We must commit ourselves
to this discipline...in order to
strengthen the Indian economy
which can improve the quality
of life of every Indian and pull
out the deprived ones from the
state of poverty,” Jaitley wrote.
“Short-term disciplining till we
reverse the present trend will
give us long-term benefits.”

Both Modi and Jaitley have
warned that tough measures are

necessary to improve govern-
ment finances and boost eco-
nomic growth.

“It’s necessary to take steps to
improve financial discipline and
improve the economic health of
the country,” Modi said on 14
June in a speech in Goa. “I know
my popularity might go down
due to these hard decisions,
people might be annoyed with
me, but they will appreciate it
later.”

In a sign of the tough meas-
ures it may be contemplating in
the budget, the government on
Friday raised railway passenger
fares by 14.3% and freight rates
by 6.5% effective 25 June.

The budget will be presented
amid concerns of below-aver-
age monsoon rainfall that may
take its toll on farm production
and spur inflation. Wholesale
price inflation accelerated to
6.01% in May, the quickest pace
since December; consumer

price inflation slowed to
8.28% in May from
8.59% in April, but it’s
still far above the cen-
tral bank’s comfort
zone.

The ongoing turmoil
in Iraq, meanwhile, has
led to a 5% increase in
oil prices and any sharp
spike could roil the fis-
cal calculations of the fi-

nance minister by substantially
raising the fuel subsidy. Jaitley
has already spoken about pay-
ing the “unpaid bills” of the pre-
vious government, referring to
the subsidy bills rolled over
from last year.

The Union government’s fis-
cal deficit stood at 4.47% of
gross domestic product (GDP)
in 2013-14 and former finance
minister P. Chidambaram
budgeted for a fiscal gap of 4.1%
of GDP in his interim budget in
February.

Moody’s Investors Service,
which has assigned India the
lowest investment grade rating
with a stable outlook, said last
week that it will not base its sov-
ereign credit outlook for India
on whether the NDA govern-
ment keeps its fiscal deficit tar-
get for 2014-15 below or above
that set by the previous govern-
ment, but on measures outlined
in next month’s full budget
to address a lower revenue
base, high current expenditure
and exposure to global com-
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Budget session from
7 July to 14 August
will be amid concerns
of below-average
monsoon rainfall

Canada pension
fund to invest
`2,000 crore in
L&T subsidiary
BY P .R . SANJAI

pr.sanjai@livemint.com
·························
MUMBAI

The Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board (CPPIB),

which manages C$219 billion
of assets, has agreed to invest
`2,000 crore in L&T Infrastruc-
ture Development Projects Ltd,
an unlisted subsidiary of In-
dia’s largest engineering and
construction company Larsen
and Toubro Ltd (L&T).

The investment, to be made
in two instalments, will be rout-
ed through CPP Investment
Board Singaporean Holding 1
(CPPIBSH), a subsidiary of CP-
PIB.

The investment board will
buy preference shares of L&T
Infrastructure, compulsorily
convertible into equity shares
by 2018 at a mutually agreed
price. After the conversion, CP-
PIBSH will hold a minority
stake in L&T Infrastructure.

After the initial investment of
`1,000 crore, the second instal-
ment—of a similar amount or
more—will follow after 12
months, as per mutual agree-
ment and subject to regulatory
approvals.

The deal comes at a time
when India’s new government
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As the monsoon advanced through India in the week ended 
23 June, rainfall was 37% less than usual for this time of the 
year. While Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Rayalaseema, Bihar 
and West Bengal saw normal rainfall, it was scanty in the rest 
of the country. This week, heavy showers are expected in the 
northeast even as the weak monsoon travels through 
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh.
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The Wall Street Journal
·························
PARIS

The French government
struck a deal to purchase a

stake in Alstom SA from its
leading shareholder, economy
minister Arnaud Montebourg
said, clearing the way for Gen-
eral Electric Co. (GE) to com-
plete its acquisition of most of
the French industrial firm.

The accord—hashed out in
marathon talks between the
government and French con-
glomerate Bouygues SA—grants
the government an option to
buy as much as 20% of Alstom
from Bouygues at a future date,
Montebourg said on Sunday.

Bouygues, whose businesses
range from construction to tele-
communications, said the gov-
ernment’s option to buy Alstom
shares will last for 20 months
and begin after the GE-Alstom
deal closes.

Under the agreement reached
Sunday, the government can
buy shares held by Bouygues at
a discount to their market rate,
with a minimum price of €35
($47.60), adjusted for special
dividends or other events that
might influence the price in the
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GE clears last
French hurdle
to Alstom deal

BY UTPAL BHASKAR

utpal.b@livemint.com
·························
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s National Democrat-

ic Alliance (NDA) government
is likely to spell out a plan to
supply electricity through sepa-
rate feeders for agricultural and
rural household consumption
in the national budget it will un-
veil in July, aimed at eventually
providing round-the-clock
power.

The plan, based on the Jyoti-
gram Yojana in Modi’s home
state of Gujarat, may be made
applicable across states to en-
sure around eight hours of
quality power to agricultural
consumers and 24-hour elec-
tricity to households.

In addition, the initiative,
billed as “Power to all 24x7”,
also envisages complete meter-
ing and strengthening of the
electricity distribution system.

“A plan is in the works. The
states will have to satisfy certain
eligibility conditions,” said a
senior government official on
condition of anonymity.

“The scheme modelled on
the lines of one in Gujarat could
be announced in the Union
budget. It will reduce redun-

dancies in the system. The de-
tails are being worked out,” the
official said.

The finance ministry’s posi-
tion on the scheme could not be
ascertained. Ministry officials
have been quarantined for the
duration of the last phase of
preparations for the NDA gov-
ernment’s first budget, which
will be announced by finance
minister Arun Jaitley on 10 July.

The scheme works like this: a
separation of feeders ensures
that while the agriculture sector
gets the desired amount of elec-
tricity; the quality of power and
its availability for households
improves.

Also, availability of electricity
ensures billing and reduction of
technical and commercial loss-
es due to theft and transmis-
sion. Billing losses are estimat-
ed at around 27% of the elec-
tricity generated in the country.

India’s minister in charge of
power, coal, and new and re-
newable energy, Piyush Goyal,
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FEEDER SEPARATION

NDAmay unveil 24x7 electricity
plan based on Gujarat scheme

Stabilizing supply: The initiative also envisages complete metering and
strengthening of the electricity distribution system.
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Growth is never by mere 
chance; it is the result of 
forces working together. 

JAMES CASH PENNEY

is a journalist, novelist, and the 

creator of the Netflix series, 

‘Decoupled’

PTI

I really did think in my 20s that was how 
the world worked.

The rich are willing to talk about how 
much they spend on cars and carpets and 
homes. Wouldn’t it be just as interesting to 
know how much the super-rich spend on 
their servants? 

For some reason, you 
can get to know a lot of 
obscure things that the rich 
spend on, but never what 
they spend on their staff. 
That is because most rich 
people pay only as much as 
what the middle class pays 
their household staff. My 
colony probably has the per 
capita income of Switzer-
land, but it pays domestic 
workers half of Europe’s 
minimum wage. I am not 
lamenting this. After all, I 
too pay my cleaner ₹5,000 

a month for getting into acrobatic positions 
to clean for an hour every day, and a cook 
only around the same for working 90 min-
utes daily on meals.

The rich keep talking about how they sub-
sidize the poor. They do. But it is also a fact 
that the poor subsidize our lifestyles by sup-

The Hindujas also pointed out that their 
domestic staff’s compensation was not just 
the cash they received, but also accommoda-
tion and food. That is exactly what my rela-
tives, too, would say. ‘Accommodation’ in an 
Indian household is usually a room that 
appears to be purposely impoverished. In 
my colony, for instance, 
the default ‘servant quar-
ters’ is a windowless room 
fit for suitcases.

As a boy growing up in 
Madras, the most fascinat-
ing thing I heard about the 
world outside was that in 
the US, garbage cleaners 
would come in cars to 
clean the streets. That 
remains, till date, the most 
impressive thing I have 
ever heard about wealth. I 
eventually realized that the 
information, in word and 
spirit, was a bit of an exaggeration. But the 
idea stuck that the best measure of a nation’s 
wealth is the standard of living of its poor. 
Ideally, there should be a similar measure of 
an individual’s wealth.

“How rich is that guy?”
“Oh, he pays his driver a lakh.”

Even humane 

writers who 

moved our souls 

had servants 

who were not 

paid more than 

market rates

CEOs need to challenge hardset 
mental models to drive growth
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I
ndia has seen several transformative innova-
tions in recent years. The development of 
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), particu-
larly the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and 
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mechanism, has 
made lives easier and worked in favour of the 

cause of financial inclusion. Similarly, the Public 
Distribution System (PDS) has ensured food secu-
rity for the underprivileged and proved its mettle 
during the recent pandemic. These achievements 
underscore India’s ability to solve complex prob-
lems through the implementation of ingenuity.

However, if one were to look at our looming 
challenges, the scariest appears to be that not 
enough is being done to deal with climate change. 
Such inertia, which seems most evident in climate 
adaptation, poses a severe risk to India’s future, 
threatening to undermine all other progress. 

With a vast and diverse geography, the impacts 
of climate change manifest in various devastating 
forms: erratic monsoons, extreme heatwaves, 
rising sea levels and increasing frequency of natu-
ral disasters like floods and cyclones. Not only do 
heat waves last longer and touch higher peaks, we 
also face the rising risk of wildfires in forest areas. 
Beyond economic concerns, climate change signi-
fies an existential crisis for India, which is home to 
a sixth of humanity. The majority of our population 
is vulnerable to climate change-induced disasters. 
Additionally, India still largely relies on agriculture 
for employment and food security; this is a sector 
that critically depends on favourable climatic con-
ditions to thrive. 

Despite foreknowledge, India’s climate adapta-
tion efforts seem largely reactive. While there have 
been initiatives such as the National Action Plan on 
Climate Change (NAPCC) and its associated mis-
sions, their implementation has mostly been slow, 
fragmented and underfunded. The focus of the 
NAPCC is more preventive than adaptive. Mean-
while, the Prime Minister’s Council on Climate 
Change (PMCCC) meets infrequently and seems 
understaffed. Local and state-level adaptation 
plans frequently lack the necessary coordination 
and resources to be effective, leaving communities 
vulnerable to the escalating impacts of global 
warming.

Beyond quality-of-life issues, when people are 
unable to deal with extreme heat, economic pro-
ductivity and livelihoods suffer. A large proportion 
of Indian workers have to work outdoors. Their 
safety, productivity and daily income are at stake. 
So far, there seems little-to-nil action on a cohesive 
climate-action framework for how we can cope 
with extreme heat waves, and almost no compre-
hensive data on illnesses caused by extreme 
weather patterns. 

It is clear that the world, and India in particular, 
is going to get hotter, with heat waves potentially 

becoming the new pandemics, leaving large num-
bers dead in their wake. Rainfall will become even 
more inconsistent both temporally and spatially, 
necessitating aggressive water conservation meas-
ures, the creation of strategic water reservoirs, 
inter-basin water transfers and groundwater 
replenishment through effective policies. Climate 
change-resistant crops need to be developed for 
every region’s climatic conditions, with no further 
time to lose on long lab-to-farm cycles. 

All of this will require developing a national 
awareness and action plan, involving experts, and 
incentivizing the private sector to create frugal and 
local solutions.

Domestically, India does not have formal climate 
legislation at either the federal or state level. To 
a large extent, the problem lies in our missing 
institutional design. While the central government 
drives most of the initiatives along with its financial 
powers, sub-national units lack the capacity and 
fiscal resources to take action, despite being tasked 
with implementing India’s international pledges. 
Most state-level initiatives to implement India’s 
global commitments, such as the big one on net-
zero carbon emissions by 2070, are driven under 
the State Action Plan on Climate Change. Most of 
these state action plans have lacked committed 
leadership and made little or no progress in the 
absence of resources.

While more states are starting to adopt Heat 
Action Plans (HAPs), there are concerns over the 
extent to which these are being implemented. For 
instance, only two of 37 HAPs currently in place in 
India conduct vulnerability assessments to identify 
and support affected communities. Further, HAPs 
include the need to develop and institutionalize 

monitoring systems to ensure compliance. As the 
climate crisis and increasing urbanization start to 
produce more episodes of extreme heat, we must 
invest in long-term programmes for reforestation 
and urban green cover enhancement.

Climate action, including energy transition 
efforts, can only succeed if they are tied with devel-
opment promises and communicated in a way that 
resonates with the country’s masses. Currently, 
there appears to be a disconnect on this front: 
politically, India’s core development agenda aims 
primarily at the poor, while the country’s climate 
agenda seems directed at global event platforms 
and domestic elites. For India to see the impact of 
climate action, more businesses must be asked to 
effect changes across their entire value chains. 

Is there political hesitancy at both the federal 
and state levels to integrate substantive climate 
action into public agendas? Is there a fear that it 
could alienate powerful industrial constituencies 
and disrupt the politico-industrial status quo? 

It’s a given that cooperative federalism is essential 
for the decarbonization of industrial assets as well as 
for the adaptation efforts needed to mitigate climate 
change. Therefore, climate adaptation needs to be 
taken up as an agenda priority by the 16th Finance 
Commission that was recently set up. It would dem-
onstrate a national commitment to the cause. 

The sooner governments at every level accept 
that development and other fulfillers of people’s 
aspirations have to be designed in the context of 
climate realities, the smoother our path will be. 
Indian climate adaptation efforts need to show how 
innovation can assure survival and ingenuity can 
outshine denial. Let us treat climate action as a 
national security issue.

Cooperative federalism can plug 
India’s climate adaptation deficit 
We need a comprehensive plan backed by resources at all levels and the 16th Finance Commission should make this a priority
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A
s summer heats up, vitriolic debates 
in the US are peaking. I’m talking 
about the rift between men who 

wear shorts to office and those who con-
sider these a workwear abomination. On 
the West Coast, especially in the tech sec-
tor, wearing shorts to work is perhaps 
unremarkable. But not in northeast US.

“It’s a bizarre taboo for me,” says Derek 
Guy, a menswear writer. “It’s normal to 
wear shorts, and whether you can wear 
them to the office depends on the office.” It 
may be a complete non-issue for, say, 
graphic designers. But banks and law firms 
are another matter. Yet, buttoned-up East 
Coasters are wondering if they can ditch 
the long trousers. They often point to 
global warming—last month was the hot-
test May on record. And women have long 
had the option of wearing floaty dresses to 
work. Why can’t men show a little leg, too?

But then, whether Bermuda or cargo or 
athletic, pleated or denim or chino, shorts 
aren’t just shorts, it would seem. Offices are 
rife with power dynamics and pecking 
orders, an ecosystem worthy of David 
Attenborough narration.

Which forms of dress are acceptable 
“comes down to norms, and belief systems 
about professionalism and how that inter-
sects with gender, race,and body type and 
with other structures of power,” says Ben 
Barry, dean at the school of Fashion at Par-
sons, The New School. There’s class too. 
Shorts may be more closely associated with 
those doing low-paid physical labour.

Of course, the world of tech and startups 
invented its own rules. There, the power 
move is to dress like you don’t care. But 
that too sends a signal. “It wasn’t just that 
people were dressing down,” says Guy, “It 
was a symbol that you only cared about 
meritocracy and that you did not care 
about the old ways… the only things that 
mattered were your skills and your ideas.” 
Think of Mark Zuckerberg’s hoodies or 
Sam Bankman-Fried’s shorts-with-tube-
socks combo.

Although it’s often said that women have 
more freedom of dress, Guy and Barry 
think that’s been overstated. Women’s skin 
tends to be sexualized in a way men’s isn’t; 
a woman showing “too much thigh” in an 
office is likely to be judged in moralistic 
terms. A woman might be able to get away 
with ‘formal shorts’ (something of an oxy-
moron) more readily than the average man, 
but a woman who eschews style to SBF-
esque levels runs greater professional risk. 
And keep in mind that women didn’t have 
‘office clothes’ until relatively recently, as 
women worked mostly at home. 

Yet, for men, at home or not, some ver-
sion of the dark suit has dominated for cen-
turies. Barry points to 18th-century-born 
dandy Beau Brummell as the one who 
made it fashionable. And professional 
clothes seem more resistant to change than 
casual attire. Even if a London barrister 
prefers baggy sweatpants on weekends, 
she’ll still argue her cases in a white wig.

But the meaning of clothes does evolve. 
A century or so ago, a three-piece suit was 
called a lounge suit and seen as far less for-
mal—a kind of 19th-century athleisure. 
Think of those grainy photos of men 
mountaineering in wool trousers, com-
plete with jacket and waistcoat. And if the 
Patagonia vest was once a symbol of an out-
doorsy lifestyle, it’s now become some-
thing else entirely: a way for desk-bound 
men to signal their aspiration to spend time 
in nature, or just a way to display their 
membership in a particularly preppy tribe.

So, what about shorts? Showing skin 
used to be a no-no for men in offices. But as 
dress becomes more casual (a trend that’s 
accelerated with the adoption of remote 
work) and mainstream men’s fashion 
increasingly borrows from queer culture, 
says Barry, showing some leg is no longer 
seen as the same challenge to professional-
ism or masculinity. “I don’t think it’s a big 
deal to see a man’s knees,” says Guy.

Many younger workers agree with them. 
Older workers may push back on new fash-
ions not for any practical reason, but 
because they feel threatened. Changing 
office fashions are a very visible signal that 
a new generation is gaining ground.

Back in 1971, Harvard Business Review 
surveyed readers on how they’d respond to 
a “capable young manager in a financial 
services company” who suddenly sports 
“long sideburns” and “bell-bottom trous-
ers.” Half said this hippie attire warranted 
a managerial sit-down, and another third 
said if his clothes irritated people, he 
should “change his ways or begin hunting 
for another job.” That leaves fewer than 
one in five who said his groovy threads 
were purely his own business.

Today’s office may no longer be quite as 
conformist as it was, but the front-line of 
fashion is always advancing. Who would 
have guessed back in 1971, for example, that 
half a century later we’d be dealing with 
naked dressing? ©BLOOMBERG

Shorts as office-wear? It is no 
longer as unthinkable as it was

The norms of attire need to keep evolving but there’s resistance too

The US tech sector has made suits and ties 
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biofuel crops like sugarcane, corn or soy-
beans, it directly reduces the area available 
for cultivating food crops. This competition 
for land use can lead to decreased food crop 
production. According to the International 
Food Policy Research Institute, the expan-
sion of biofuel production has led to signifi-
cant land use changes, often at the expense 
of food crops, resulting in reduced food sup-
plies and increased prices.

With less land dedicated to food crops, the 
overall supply of food grains and other 
essential crops decreases. As a result, the 
supply-demand gap widens, leading to 
higher food prices. The World Bank 
reported in 2010 that food prices are seen to 
spike during rapid biofuel expansion, mak-
ing it harder for low-income households to 
afford basic necessities. This price volatility 
is compounded by the fact that biofuel crop 
prices are influenced by both food markets 
and energy markets, making them more sus-
ceptible to fluctuations in oil prices and pol-
icy changes in the energy sector.

Thus, we must exercise caution before 
pressing the acceleration pedal on ethanol. 
Ethanol’s promise as a green fuel might 
mask dire consequences. Let’s not repeat 
history’s mistakes.

These are the author’s personal views.

There are six main issues with mandating 
ethanol as fuel. 

First, the life-cycle energy demand for 
ethanol production from sugarcane stands 
at 4.99 megajoules per litre. Although etha-
nol’s energy return on investment (EROI or 
the ratio of energy obtain to what’s spent on 
obtaining it) is 4.26, it pales in comparison 
with other biofuels. Its modest EROI indi-
cates that ethanol production is not as ener-
gy-efficient as it might seem. Studies have 
shown that sugarcane cultivation’s energy-
intensive nature, coupled with ethanol’s 
processing needs, significantly undermines 
its net energy balance.

Second, according to a study published in 
Elsevier’s Bioresource Technology journal, 
ethanol’s carbon footprint (CF) at 0.295kg 
CO2 equivalent per litre is lower than that of 
fossil fuels, but it may be misleading to call it 
eco-friendly. The production process 
involves significant emissions and its trans-
portation and processing stages add to this 
carbon load. 

Third, the most alarming, is the water 
footprint (WF) of ethanol: 1,344 litres per 
litre of ethanol produced. India’s heavy use 
of groundwater for sugarcane irrigation 
worsens the blue water footprint, posing a 
major opportunity cost. This misallocation 

I
n the early 20th century, Thomas Midgley 
Jr, a chemist, introduced tetraethyl lead to 
gasoline, promising to revolutionize the 

automobile industry by reducing engine 
knock. It seemed like a miracle solution at 
the time, and Midgley was hailed as a hero. 
However, the dark side of this innovation 
soon became apparent as leaded gasoline 
caused widespread environmental damage 
and severe public health issues, including 
brain damage in children. This tragic epi-
sode reminds us that what initially appears 
to be a groundbreaking solution can have 
unforeseen and devastating consequences.

In our quest for cleaner energy, we have 
turned to ethanol, championing it as a green 
alternative to fossil fuels. On the surface, it 
seems like a perfect solution—renewable, 
ostensibly cleaner and easily integrated into 
our existing fuel infrastructure. But as we 
delve deeper, we must ask ourselves if etha-
nol is truly the environmental saviour it’s 
touted to be, or are we being misled by yet 
another green mirage?

Ethanol: An eco-friendly fuel or another green mirage?
ADITYA SINHA

is an officer on special duty, 

Research at EAC-PM.

recent push for enhanced ethanol produc-
tion threatens to undermine this progress. 
Ethanol production is inherently problem-
atic, as it can lure farmers back into cultivat-
ing water-intensive crops, creating a para-
dox that could undo our efforts to diversify 
and conserve water.

Fifth, intensive sugar-
cane farming, character-
ized by monoculture prac-
tices, frequent tilling and 
the heavy use of chemical 
fertilizers and pesticides, 
significantly degrades soil 
health and agricultural 
productivity over time. 
Monoculture reduces bio-
diversity, which is essential 
for maintaining soil struc-
ture, while frequent tilling 
unsettles the soil, making it 
prone to erosion. The 
heavy irrigation required 

for sugarcane leads to waterlogging and soil 
compaction, further exacerbating erosion.

Sixth, diverting agricultural land for bio-
fuel production poses significant risks to 
food security. Farm-land diversion can push 
up food prices by constraining supply. When 
agricultural land is repurposed for growing 

threatens water security and jeopardizes 
food security. We thus face a dire trade-off 
between energy and basic human needs. 
The high WF contrasts with countries like 
Brazil, where sugarcane cultivation is prima-
rily rain-fed, resulting in a lower WF. In 
India, where freshwater resources are 
already scarce, using such 
a colossal volume of water 
for ethanol production is 
unsustainable and borders 
on the reckless.

Fourth, India’s agricul-
tural policy has long been 
dominated by rice and 
wheat because of the need 
to procure these two crops 
for the public distribution 
system. However, the 
Department of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare is 
now championing a crop 
diversification programme 
under the RKVY-Raftaar scheme in Hary-
ana, Punjab and western Uttar Pradesh. This 
initiative aims to shift crops from water-in-
tensive paddy to sustainable alternatives like 
pulses, oilseeds, coarse cereals, nutri-cereals 
and cotton, addressing the country’s press-
ing need for water conservation. Yet, the 

Its promise as 

a clean fuel may 

be outweighed 

by its hidden 

threats to food 

security and the 

environment
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OW do we describe an anubhuti 
or sensation of  God’s benevolent 
hand? I connect it with ‘entheon’, 
a place to discover ‘God-within’. 
The mysterious Soma Rasa of  
the Vedas apparently sparked 
‘God-visions’. The Eucharist 

(“This is my body and this, my blood”) per-
formed with wafer and wine, say some, is a 
later version of  the wine that induced di-
vine inner visions in the first Christians.

A story you may like in this regard is 
about great Iranian poet Hafiz, born in the 
early 14th century in Shiraz, once famous 
as the city of  wine and roses. The son of  a 
coal merchant who died in debt, Hafiz was 
raised by an uncle and worked for a draper 
and then as a baker’s boy. While doing de-
livery in a rich neighbourhood, he chanced 
to see Shakh-e-Nabat, a young woman of  
exquisite beauty. She remained the unat-
tainable love of  his life and many poems 
were addressed to her.

The utter impossibility of  his love led 
Hafiz to God. After many 40-day prayer-
vigils, his moment of  ‘God-realisation’ or 
‘cosmic consciousness’ came at 60. On the 
last day of  his vigil, he met his spiritual 
guide Attar of  Shiraz (not the famous Far-
id-ud-din Attar of  Nishapur from two cen-
turies earlier). He gave Hafiz a cup of  wine 
and that’s when he had his ‘God moment’. 
A prodigious output of  500 ghazals (songs), 
42 rubais (quatrains) and some qasidas (po-
ems of  praise) followed, written only when 
divinely inspired. He died at 69.

The orthodox mullahs detested Hafiz 
and tried to oppose his burial by regular 
rites. But common people of  Shiraz loved 
him, and still do, as I discovered on my visit 
there. To defuse the conflict, they divided 
Hafiz’s poetry into couplets and asked a lit-
tle boy to choose one, agreeing to do as it 
suggested. The child drew a classic Hafiz 
barb at the orthodoxy: “Neither Hafiz’s 
corpse nor life negates him: with all his 
misdeeds, Heaven awaits him.” So, it is 
something that came to Hafiz through his 
anubhuti, the ‘entheon’ in Greek, from 
which English gets ‘enthusiasm’.

Sometimes, God-love is in our destiny. In 
several Puranas, including the 11th skanda 
of  the Srimad Bhagvatam, it was foretold 
a great devotee of  Narayana would be born 
in the southern country in the region wa-
tered by the river Palar, present-day north 
Tamil Nadu. And sage Valmiki wrote: “In 
the month of  Chaitra under the ninth lu-
nar mansion, when the sun had gone to the 
zodiac sign of  Cancer, Lakshmana and 

Shatrughna were born.” So, when a son 
was born in 1027 CE to Kesavacharya in 
Sriperumbudur in the same birth month 
and zodiac sign as the sons of  Sumitra, he 
was convinced his baby was Lakshmana 
reborn and named him Ramanuja, mean-
ing Rama’s younger brother.

Ramanuja’s brilliance shone from child-
hood. He had to hear a lesson only once 
from his teacher to grasp its meaning, how-
ever difficult it was, and he frequently 
sought out the company of  holy men. 

At that time, a well-reputed devotee 
called Sri Kanchipurna lived in Kan-
chipuram. He went daily from Kanchi to 
Poonamalli, a neighbouring village, to wor-
ship the deity there. Sriperumbudur is 
midway between these two places, so he 
would pass Ramanuja’s house every day. 
Though born “outcaste”, he was revered by 
priests because of  his deep devotion.

One evening, Ramanuja met Sri Kan-
chipurna. Seeing the tejas or lustre of  Kan-
chipurna’s face, he felt greatly drawn to 
him. Very humbly, Ramanuja requested 
him to eat at his house that night. After 
Kanchipurna had eaten, Ramanuja went to 

press his feet in service. When the guest 
protested, citing caste, Ramanuja’s face fell. 
“It is my misfortune if  I cannot serve you. 
Is it the wearing of  a sacred thread that 
makes a brahmin? Only he who is devoted 
to God is a genuine brahmin.” It was Ram-
anuja’s entheon or God-within that spoke. 
Struck by his devotion, Sri Kanchipurna 
had a long conversation with him and went 
his way the next day. They remained great-
ly attached to each other.

Though lost in thoughts of  this mystic 
heritage, a fractured toe was my particular 
souvenir of  a trip to the Kaveri basin in 
Tamil Nadu through the fabulous histori-
cal belt called Chola Nadu. Every name you 
went past there was resonant with music, 
history and bhakti: Swami Malai, Darasur-
am, Kumbakonam, Thanjavur, Seergazhi, 
Chidambaram, Thiruppanandar, Thiruva-
langadu—they rang like a litany.

Chidambaram (‘chit-ambalam’ meaning 
‘little temple’ in old Tamil) is extra special, 
as it is the one place where Shiva is wor-
shipped as Nataraja, Lord of  Dance. It’s 
still called ‘Thillai’ after the swampy trees 
that once surrounded it, but there isn’t 
even one to be found near the temple now. 
I hobbled in through the South Gopuram, 
the gate through which saint Thirugnana 
Sambandar entered in the 7th century. I 
had to sprint to catch the spectacular noon 
arati before the sanctum was closed. But I 
remember feeling peaceful, thinking, “I 
wasn’t supposed to come to Chidambaram, 
so if  I’m here, I guess I’ll get darshan.”

And I did. But then I felt faint with hun-
ger, fatigue and pain and just wanted to curl 
up in a cool temple corridor and rest. Sud-
denly, a voice called from behind a granite 
pillar. It was a priest, offering lemon and 
curd rice from stainless steel buckets. I ate 
some gladly and asked, “May I have more, 
I’m so hungry.” You’ll never believe what 
he said: “I’m happy you’re asking. Some 
people don’t like to eat temple food.” I can’t 
imagine why, when it’s a gift in God’s name. 
I like to think of  this incident as an entheon 
moment, an anubhuti, being unexpectedly 
fed by God’s kindness when I needed it.

(Views are personal)
(shebaba09@gmail.com)
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The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a 
President and senators and congressmen and 
government officials, but the voters of this country

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

HE outcome of  June 4, 2024 has 
thrown up some interesting 
trends.  We will try and analyse 
who lost and who won.  First, 
let us start with the BJP.

The BJP had captured al-
most all institutions in this 

country and the mainstream media was 
depicting Modi as the best thing that 
happened to India. This had benefic and 
malefic effects, both short term and 
long term. Every event in which he par-
ticipated or led in the last 10 years at the 
national and international level, every 
action, and all his shenanigans were re-
peated and magnified. His speeches 
lauding his own contributions and in 
contrast, vilifying in the most acerbic 
terms the failures of  the opposition, in 
particular of  the Congress, were per-
ceived as true. It was as if  Modi could 
catapult India into the 21st century  
as a global power and deliver for his 
party, on promises made and dreams 
sold. The BJP as a party, with a Teflon- 
coated Modi image, was seen to be an 
impregnable fort, almost invincible. 
Modi made people believe he was their 
saviour, remedying the historic faults 
of  the Congress since independence. 
This narrative being played in and  
out 24/7 had a beneficial effect for his 
party in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections. 
By the time the 2024 elections came 
around, fatigue had set in. 

Blatant and unjust misuse of  investi-
gating agencies in prosecuting only op-
position leaders including chief  minis-
ters, keeping them away from the 
electoral process, sent a very negative 
signal during the course of  a serious 
electoral battle. Even the middle class, 
largely for Modi, did not appreciate the 
selective prosecution and inaction 
against those who were a part of  or 
aligned with the establishment though 
perceived to be highly corrupt. In fact, 
some of  them were forced to defect and 
join the BJP under threat of  prosecu-
tion. Such motivated actions may have 
benefitted the BJP in some states, in-
cluding Delhi and Jharkhand. Having 
said that, the Modi monotone was get-
ting counterproductive.

The blatantly biased functioning of  the 
Election Commission of  India (ECI) was 
yet another reason for public disapproba-
tion. Despite Modi’s openly culpable 
statements in the midst of  the elections, 
the ECI chose not to act. This was not lost 
to the ordinary voters in the remote cor-
ners of  the country, thanks to social me-
dia. This too impacted the outcome.

The interference by governors in the 

functioning of  the state legislatures, in-
dulging in politics to overthrow elected 
governments through means which, to 
the public mind, were corrupt, added to 
the already simmering disenchantment. 
In West Bengal, despite the battle cry 
aided by the governor trying to queer the 
pitch, it did not prevent a Mamata victo-
ry. Mamata’s popularity coupled with the 
electoral management made her fortress 
impregnable. Kudos to her!

Too much of  Modi and too little deliv-
ery on the ground made Modi a contro-
versial character. His faults were depict-
ed on every social media platform and 
with mobile phones in almost every 
hand, the Modi mania had petered out; 
it was easier to access social media plat-
forms than sit around watching main-

stream TV channels. What benefitted 
him in 2019 hurt him in 2024.

Realising that the first two phases of  
the Lok Sabha elections had not gone off  
too well, he started making speeches 
that did not befit the office he occupied. 
His statement that if  Congress came to 
power, it would shower benefits to those 
who produce more children sought to 
create societal divisions, which he 
thought, would help him in the remain-
ing phases. That did not happen.

His choices in appointment of  chief  
ministers over and above stalwarts and 
seniors in the party brought about a lev-
el of  discontent, which ultimately re-
flected in the statements of  Mohan 
Bhagwat. In other words, even the RSS 
was concerned that Modi was inconsist-

ent with the culture of  the RSS of  which 
he himself  is a pracharak. It was Modi 
versus the rest; it seemed the BJP was 
subsumed by Modi’s personality. The 
‘400 paar’ slogan boomeranged.

The nation has rejected Modi without 
any doubt because the people of  India 
have not voted for the BJP coming back 
to power on its own. The vote was clearly 
for an alternative government.

As far as the Congress is concerned, 
the response of  the people is somewhat 
mixed. The Congress gained, apart from 
a few exceptions. Uttar Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra brought huge 
dividends for the Congress, but only 
when it allied with other major players 
of  the respective states. When it came to 
states like Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and 
Uttarakhand, the Congress lost out. Ra-
jasthan was perhaps persuaded by local 
factors like Vashundhara not campaign-
ing in all constituencies, having been de-
nied the post of  chief  minister, apart 
from a united effort by Congress. In Pun-
jab and Kerala, people had no other op-
tion but to vote for the alliance. There 
were gains in the Northeast because the 
chief  ministers there seemed to replicate 
what Modi was doing at the national lev-
el. The Congress did well in Telangana 
where it was already in power.

Above all, the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatras’, 
thanks to Rahul, galvanised people. Pri-
yanka’s speeches were focused and com-
bative, fitting replies to Modi’s anti-Con-
gress rants. There were three other 
factors: one, the handling of  the econo-
my with the price rise, which hurt ordi-
nary people. Two, large scale unemploy-
ment where the youth were disenchanted 
with Modi. And three, that Modi had de-
livered for the rich—a narrative also 
fuelled by the electoral bonds judge-
ment of  the Supreme Court—which 
suggested to people that the scheme was 
meant only to benefit the BJP. It is this 
mixed result that almost doubled the 
Congress tally, though not enough to 
catch the imagination of  the people.  

So, the people in fact voted for a coali-
tion government, not for yet another 
Modi juggernaut. Henceforth, what the 
coalition partners have to watch out for 
is to prevent being swallowed, as hap-
pened in Odisha. All alliance partners 
in the past left BJP, including the Aka-
lis, the AIADMK and, of  course, the 
Shiv Shena, to name a few.

The times ahead for Modi will be tur-
bulent. If  the Congress can get its act to-
gether, 2029 is for the asking.

(Views are personal)
(Tweets @KapilSibal)
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THINGS THAT HAVE LED GREAT  
PEOPLE TO ENLIGHTENMENT

VOICE OF PEOPLE: 
BJP’S COALITION 

GOVERNMENT

KAPIL SIBAL Senior lawyer and member of Rajya Sabha

The son of a coal merchant who 
died in debt, Iranian poet Hafiz 
was led to God by an impossible 
love, at the age of 60. He wrote 
500 ghazals (songs), 42 rubais 
(quatrains) and some qasidas 
(poems of praise). He died at 69

Modi was lauded as the leader who would catapult  
India into the 21st century as a global superpower. This  

belief helped the party in 2019; by 2024, fatigue had set in

SOURAV ROY

Domain experts
Ref: Vaishnaw a minister for all  seasons & 
reasons (Jun 23). Domain experts play an 
indispensable role in governance as much as 
the political leadership does. The trend was 
first set by P V Narasimha Rao, who appointed 
non-political financial wizard Dr Manmohan
Singh as the finance minister in 1991. One of 
the reasons for the Modi government’s success 
is entrusting key portfolios to domain experts.
Venkat Desikan, Chennai

Untold suffering
Ref: NTA head rolls;  NEET-PG on hold (Jun 
23). The 11th-hour postponement of NEET-PG 
has caused untold suffering to aspirants as 
many already reached their destination after 
travelling hundreds of kilometres. Had this 
been announced at least two days earlier, a 
lot of expenses could have been avoided.   
G Nataraja Perumal, Belagavi

Condemnable act
The deferring of NEET-PG at the 11th hour 
is highly condemnable. Playing with the 
emotions and future of lakhs of aspirants, 
who have been fervently preparing over the 
years for these exams, will  further aggravate 
their trauma. With many hailing from a 
modest background and most of them having 
reached the examination centre, who will  be 
held accountable for their expenses?  
M Rishidev, Dindigul

Weaponising tragedy 
Scores of people dying in the Kallakurichi liquor 
tragedy in Tamil Nadu is treated more as a 
weapon to seek vengeance against the ruling 
party than seeking a lasting solution. The BJP 
is making so much noise, forgetting it just kept 
quiet when 27 people died in Gujarat in 2022 in a 
similar incident. No doubt, politicians involved 
in such activities should be taken to task.
A G Rajmohan, Anantapur 

Illicit liquor
The Kallakurichi tragedy claimed at least 34 
lives and hospitalised many, raising serious 
concerns in Tamil Nadu. Despite legal liquor 
sales within specified hours, the incident 
highlights the persistent issue of illicit alcohol, 
where bootleggers often adulterate with 
dangerous substances like methanol. 
Vijaykumar H K, Raichur

Escalator facilities
It’s heartening that the Coimbatore City 
Municipal Corporation has decided to construct 
two new foot over-bridges. Though it is meant 
to help older people, they may not be able 
to use it as most of them often suffer from 
arthritis or other leg problems. So authorities 
should provide a lift or escalator facility.
V Venkitasubramanian, Coimbatore
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THE GOVERNMENT  
SHOULD CEDE SOME 

GROUND ON GST

T
HE Modi government, in its new stint, seems to have 
changed tack. The government has realised that arbi-
trary policymaking without taking the stakeholders into 
confidence may ultimately lead to disillusionment of  the 
people. This was visible in the way the Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman reached out to GST taxpayers during her 
post-GST Council Meeting press briefing on Saturday. She took 
the opportunity to hold out an olive branch to businesses say-
ing the government has no intention of  making life difficult for 
them. She sounded out that the government is not there to send 
GST notices to businesses left, right and centre.  The Council’s 
decisions also reflected the same tone and tenor. The GST Coun-
cil, which had its 53rd meeting, did look to address many com-
mon issues raised by taxpayers. Many decisions were more in 
favour of  taxpayers than for revenue enhancement. Though 
some key thorny issues were left untouched, it would be inter-
esting to see how the new-look Council with 11 fresh members 
addresses larger issues like rate rationalisation and inclusion 
of  petrol and diesel under the GST regime.

GST collections have been robust with monthly revenue 
showing 10-12% increase year-on-year. In April 2024, monthly 
collections crossed `2 lakh crore for the first time in almost 
seven years. While the surge in GST collection is partly attrib-
uted to increased economic activities in the country, a large 
part of  it is said to have been due to strict rules to ensure com-
pliance.  The government has tightened screws on tax evaders, 
fake claimants of  input tax credit and fraudulent assessees. 
These measures have led to robust collections but the field of-
ficers of  the GST department have been a bit overzealous lead-
ing to harassment of  taxpayers. Cases of  forced tax payments 
and unnecessary raids and notices have become commonplace 
under GST. While FM Sitharaman has said only 1.96% regis-
tered taxpayers have received notices by the Central GST de-
partment, she added that state GST officials should be judicious 
in using coercive measures to ‘extort’ GST from taxpayers. The 
2024 Parliament election results were an indication that people 
voted out of  anger and angst. Business owners as well as com-
mon people felt the burden of  an overzealous government go-
ing the extra mile to fill government coffers. It is expected that 
parties in power in states would also take lessons from the gen-
eral election results and curb their high-handed policies.

HOOCH TRAGEDIES REPEAT 
BUT NO LESSONS LEARNT

A
BOUT a year after 22 people lost their lives consuming 
hooch spiked with poisonous methanol in Tamil Nadu, 
another 56 people have died in the state from imbibing 
a similarly toxic brew. It would be an understatement 
to term the events of  the past week as tragic, as fami-

lies dependent on daily wages have lost their breadwinners, 
children, their parents and entire communities have been 
shattered. While the state government has announced sola-
tium for the kin of  deceased and financial aid for children 
who lost their parents, this is only the barest minimum it can 
do having grossly failed to fulfil its duty to control the move-
ment of  methanol and the brewing and sale of  illicit liquor. 

This failure is starker given last year’s tragedy unfolded just 
160 km away from Kallakurichi district, which was affected this 
past week. The government transferred out the district’s collec-
tor and suspended the superintendent of  police, both of  whom 
initially denied deaths were due to hooch. Action has also been
taken against cops in the prohibition and enforcement wing. 
For the families, who have lost loved ones, however, this is poor
solace. Locals have said the hooch was openly sold near the local 
police station; police were clearly complicit. Opposition parties 
have alleged that the illegal business also had political backers, 
a charge that needs to be investigated and acted upon transpar-
ently. If  the DMK government does not take meaningful action 
that goes to the root of  the problem - apathy and corruption - the 
loss of  public faith will be near impossible to recover. 

In 2008, nearly 180 people from TN and Karnataka died after 
consuming spurious alcohol. Till 2023, TN had not seen hooch 
deaths since. While the usual suspects in TN have again raised 
the call for prohibition, what is needed is enforcement of  exist-
ing laws, raising awareness of  the risks of  hooch and reform 
of  the Tamil Nadu State Marketing Corporation. The state-run 
Tasmac controls liquor sales in TN and is a revenue-spinner. 
However, state control of  alcohol, ostensibly for the welfare of  
the public, is only meaningful if  products are accessible to the 
people. Yet, people have died consuming illicit liquor purchased 
for ̀ 60 despite a Tasmac outlet being less than a kilometre away 
as even the cheapest licit liquor costs 2.5 times as much.

Q U I C K  TA K E

BEING DOGS’ BEST FRIEND

THE harrowing video of  a woman narrowly escaping a 
pack of  aggressive stray dogs in Hyderabad brings back 
an issue that’s increasingly troubling Indian cities. Indian 

lore has recorded dogs in human habitats for millenniums. 
Strays as an urban issue has been recorded at least since the 
1860s. Mass birth-control and anti-rabies programmes were 
adopted by the Animal Welfare Board in 1997. But the pan-
demic put paid to the progress. Puppy populations boomed 
and sterilisation suffered, leading to more aggressive packs. 
The only way to make things better for both humans and dogs 
is to expand the sterilisation and vaccination programmes. 
Municipalities need to take the lead on this.
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In recent years, venture
capital (VC) and private
equity (PE) have emerged

as powerful catalysts for inno-
vation and economic growth
globally. This surge represents
a pivotal shift in the financial
landscape, reshaping indus-
tries and fostering entrepre-
neurship in unprecedented
ways.Venture capital, known
for financing early-stage star-
tups with high growth poten-
tial, has experienced remark-
able expansion due to techno-
logical advancements and
evolving consumer demands.
Startups leveraging technolo-
gies such as artificial intelli-
gence, biotechnology, fintech
and sustainable energy have
become prime targets. 
These funds not only provide
crucial capital for research,
development and market
expansion but also enable
entrepreneurs to scale their
innovations rapidly and dis-
rupt traditional industries.
Simultaneously, private equi-
ty has broadened its scope
beyond traditional domains
to include sectors like health-
care, education, consumer
goods and infrastructure. PE
firms typically invest in estab-
lished companies seeking
growth opportunities or

undergoing strategic transfor-
mations. By injecting capital,
implementing operational
efficiencies and providing
strategic guidance, PE firms
play a pivotal role in enhanc-
ing competitiveness, expand-
ing market reach and driving
sustainable value creation.
Several key factors have con-
tributed to the robust growth
of VC and PE investments:
Technical Advancements
Breakthroughs in technolo-
gies such as cloud computing,
big data analytics and
blockchain have revolu-
tionised business models and
accelerated innovation cycles.
These advancements have
lowered barriers to entry for
startups and empowered
established companies to
adapt and thrive in a digital-
first economy, making them
attractive targets for PE
investments seeking to opti-
mise operations and enhance

profitability. 
Globalisation and Market
Access: Increasing intercon-
nectedness has facilitated
cross-border investments,
allowing VC and PE firms to
diversify their portfolios and
tap into emerging markets
with untapped potential. This
global expansion not only
increases investment oppor-
tunities but also exposes com-
panies to new markets, cus-
tomers and strategic part-
nerships, driving growth and
scalability.
Shift in Consumer Behavior:
Evolving consumer prefer-
ences towards sustainability,
digital solutions and person-
alised experiences have driven
demand for innovative prod-
ucts and services. VC-backed
startups are at the forefront of
meeting these evolving needs,
disrupting traditional indus-
tries and creating new market
opportunities.
Supportive Regulatory
Environment: Favorable reg-
ulatory frameworks and
Government policies aimed at
fostering innovation, entre-
preneurship and capital for-
mation have played a crucial
role in facilitating VC and PE
investments. These policies
provide incentives for

investors, reduce regulatory
barriers and create a con-
ducive environment for star-
tups and growth-stage com-
panies to thrive.Institutional
Investor Participation:
Growing interest from insti-
tutional investors such as
pension funds, sovereign
wealth funds and endow-
ments has significantly bol-
stered VC and PE markets.
These investors seek diversi-
fication, higher returns and
exposure to innovative sec-
tors, driving substantial cap-
ital inflows into VC-backed
startups and PE-funded
enterprises. 
Despite the promising oppor-
tunities presented by the VC
and PE boom, challenges
persist. Market volatility, val-
uation pressures, regulatory
complexities and geopolitical
uncertainties pose risks that
demand careful risk manage-
ment strategies. 
Furthermore, maintaining
ethical standards, sustainable
practices and alignment with
stakeholders are critical for
long-term success and value
creation in the VC and PE
ecosystem.

(The writer is CEO of
Cosmos Financial Group;

views are personal)
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recorded in the survey conducted in
South America, Guatemala, Mexico,
Honduras, Belize and El Salvador. All in
all, people's lives on this next earth will
be difficult and unbearable due to heat.

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai
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Madam — The Health Effects Institute
recently released a report on air pollu-
tion. In the world, there has been a great
deal of pollution due to air pollution and
it has been reported that as many as 81
lakh deaths have occurred in the year
2021. India and China have the highest
number of deaths and they account for
54 per cent of the total deaths. The year
2021 is set to have more deaths due to
air pollution than any previous year. In
2021, around 169,000 children under the
age of five died in India due to air pol-
lution alone. India, Nigeria, Pakistan and
Ethiopia are the countries. Air pollution
is the fourth leading cause of death in
many countries after high blood pressure,
a poor diet and tobacco. Just read this
news. Small particles in the air cause

death. How can this air pollution be elim-
inated or reduced? For this, vehicle
smoke should be reduced. Along with
that, trees should be planted and nur-
tured in large quantities. Clean water is
also an important factor. It is advisable
to reduce the use of gasoline and diesel
vehicles and use battery-powered vehi-
cles instead of that. 
Thinking should also be started on how
to reduce plastic waste, or not at all. In
this regard, it is necessary to make a lot
of efforts at the Government level. Only
then will there be a reduction in air pol-
lution. Citizens should know the impor-
tance of polluted air. Today, there is a lot
of air pollution in the cities of Delhi,
Bengaluru and Mumbai. Many school-
children have developed respiratory dis-
orders and have to drive vehicles on the
road for a day. When there was Corona
and at that time all the traffic was closed,
the air pollution was very low and the
clear sky was its indicator.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune

���
���������������
�����
����
Madam — This is my response to the
news item “Bengal Guv. alleges snoop-
ing by State Police,” published on June 21.
I am too dumbstruck to react to such
news. If the governor of a State feels inse-
cure in the Raj Bhawan, how safe and
secure are ordinary citizens of the State
of Bengal? Earlier, there were allegations
that Governor C.V. Ananda Bose had
molested a Raj Bhawan lady staffer. This
implies that Bose is himself a threat to
the security of lady staffers.
His run-ins with the CM of Bengal,
Mamata Banerjee, are well known.
Bengal has become the theatre of the
absurd, where everything imaginable as
well as unimaginable is possible. If peo-
ple holding high constitutional offices
become the “torchbearers” of miscon-
duct, it will be hard to find a place of
refuge. Even this quote offers cold com-
fort to the people of Bengal. Life is trag-
ic and absurd and none of it has any pur-
pose at all. says T. C. Boyle, an American
novelist. Or does absurdity have no upper
limits at all?

Avinash Godboley | Dewas
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Madam — Shocking observations have
been revealed in a survey conducted by
the network organisation World Weather
Attribution (WWA). The temperature
has increased by 35 times; the current
year is the highest. In the Northern
Hemisphere region of the Earth, it has
been observed that there is a severe heat
wave before the monsoon season. The
current year or season is the one with the
highest heat stress. There has been a huge
increase in greenhouse gases all over the
world. Similarly, the increasing use of fos-
sil fuels generates huge amounts of heat.
However, the risk of heat stroke caused
by such heat is predicted to increase. In
this case, the body's cooling system com-
pletely collapses and if not treated in
time, there is a possibility of human
death. 
These shocking observations have been
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sion could significantly impact
the Naidu dynasty's future in
Andhra Pradesh politics.
At first, Babu stayed in the
shadows of his father-in-law
and Telugu Desam chief N.T.
Rama Rao, but eventually
became Indispensable. He
gained valuable experience
and insights into national pol-
itics during the National Front
and United Front
Governments. His Party was
part of the V.P. Singh, Deve
Gowda, I.K. Gujral and later
Vajpayee Governments, signi-
fying that no party was
untouchable.
Naidu and his Party have had
a fluctuating relationship with
various central Governments.
However, their current partic-
ipation in the Modi
Government is particularly
notable. With TDP's support
for the Modi Government,
Naidu is in a position to nego-
tiate and advocate for the
interests of Andhra Pradesh.
As for the State, Babu has
become the State's CEO again.
As chief Minister, Naidu
rubbed shoulders with Tech
Giants like Bill Gates in his ear-
lier terms. He brought invest-
ment opportunities to
Hyderabad and transformed it
into Cyberabad. He secured
funding for infrastructure
from agencies like the World
Bank and developed
Hyderabad overall. However,
the mistake was that he should
have focused on developing

other parts of the State.
In his fourth term, Naidu
should avail the opportunity to
bring back the importance of
Andhra Pradesh, once the
country's rice bowl. Naidu's
top priority is securing addi-
tional funds for Andhra
Pradesh, which is a crucial step
towards the State's develop-
ment. Naidu's vision for
Andhra Pradesh's develop-
ment includes reviving long
pending irrigation projects
like the Polavaram project to
boost the State's agricultural
sector. With his Party's sup-
port, Naidu is determined to
maximise the State's resources
and drive development.
“We are not negotiating on the
composition of the Narendra
Modi cabinet when it comes to
State interests,” was his
response to a question about
the TDP securing only one
cabinet minister and one
Minister of State in the Modi
cabinet. However, they still
hope to secure more positions
during the next expansion.
The second important task is
to build the Andhra Pradesh
State capital, Amaravati. His
predecessor, Jagan Mohan
Reddy, suspended this ambi-
tious project during his two
terms. Now that Babu is back
in charge, he aims to complete
Amaravati. he will put pressure
on the Centre to secure funds
for building capital, various
new projects and his six wel-
fare schemes. Being a show-

man, he would like to project
Amaravathi as a model capi-
tal. The State is facing a severe
financial crisis. There is a sig-
nificant shortage of funds,
with a total debt of around Rs
14 lakh crores, including Rs 12
lakh crore borrowed from var-
ious sources and pending bills
of Rs 1.5 lakh crore.
During his four decades of
political career, Naidu, aged 74,
has proved himself a survivor.
He was much ahead of his time
in his first and second terms.
He projected himself as a for-
ward-thinking, pro-technol-
ogy and tech-savvy Chief
Minister. The atmosphere is
excellent, as Naidu has the
comfort of a kingmaker. Being
part of the Modi Government
gives him a chance to share
power. He has no opposition
in the Assembly, with YSRCP
reduced to just 11 seats.
The TDP needs to address the
issue of reservations for
Muslims. This topic could
lead to conflicts with the BJP.
Naidu's positive relationship
with Modi is expected to last
a year, after which they could
pressure the Modi
Government on this issue.
Additionally, the TDP must
resolve the corruption case as
Naidu is currently out on bail.
His conduct in his fourth
term is crucial for his future
and that of his son Lokesh.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views 

are personal)
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The recent swearing-in
of Nara Chandrababu
Naidu as Andhra
Pradesh's Chief
Minister was a signif-

icant event for Naidu personally,
his Party and Indian politics.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and other top BJP leaders wit-
nessed the 74-year-old politician
taking the oath for the fourth
time, marking a significant polit-
ical comeback.
Despite being marginalised in
State and national politics for over
two decades, Naidu is grateful for
his new role. He has once again
proven that one should never
underestimate a politician until
they are out of the game.
The triumphant return of Naidu
as the Chief Minister, along with
the emergence of his Party, Telugu
Desam, as the second largest
group in the current NDA
Government, signifies a shift in
power dynamics,
A year ago, Babu's predecessor,
Jagan Mohan Reddy, was com-
fortably placed to win another
term. Then, because the opposi-
tion was divided. Pawan Kalyan
was not with the TDP and the BJP
was still deciding whether to let
the TDP join the NDA coalition
again. Babu was accused of cor-
ruption and TDP workers felt dis-
heartened.
Several factors contributed to
Naidu's comeback. Apart from
the anti-incumbency sentiment,
the caste coalition of Pawan
Kalyan's Janasena, the BJP and the
TDP played a crucial role. Jagan's
neglect of infrastructure and agri-
culture also negatively affected the
people, further contributing to
Naidu's resurgence.
Naidu has been a survivor. He
started his political career as a
junior minister in 1978 and has
since held various positions in the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP). He
has served as the Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh multiple
times, overseeing significant
development projects and facing
political controversies.
Throughout it all, Naidu kept up
his unwavering spirit. Naidu has
announced that the 2024 election
will be his last, a move intended
to emotionally appeal to voters
while grooming his son Lokesh as
his successor. This strategic deci-
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Even as this column is
being written on
Friday at 1 pm, the

death toll in Kallakurichi
hooch tragedy has risen to
49 with doctors saying that
more persons are expected
to leave earth to meet their
maker. It is only because of
the unprecedented increase
in the number of persons
succumbing to the spurious
liquor that this incident has
come to national limelight.
The truth is that many peo-
ple lose their lives on a daily
basis after the consumption
of spurious liquor in Tamil
Nadu. Chief Minister M K
Stalin has declared a
solatium of Rs 10 lakh each
to the families of the
deceased and this would
help him to buy peace with
the people. A commission of

inquiry has been set up with
a retired judge of the Madras
High Court as chairman to
find out the reason behind
the liquor tragedy with
instructions to submit a
report within three months.
The relatives of the victims
allege that the bootlegging is
done with the patronage of
the DMK MLAs and nobody
can stand up to him. The
MLAs representing
Rishivandiyam and

Sankarapuram constituen-
cies (both belong to the
DMK) are a law unto them-
selves.
“Not even a flower shop
will function here without
the knowledge of the MLA.
How can we accept that he
did not know about illicit
hooch being brewed here,”
according to K Ilavarasu
(34), owner of a mobile
phone repair shop in
Karunapuram who has been
quoted by a local newspaper.
R Perumal (35), a resident of
Madhavcheri who lost his
brother, says, “Hooch will be
brought in packets and sold
at a common spot in the vil-
lage.  People from the
Scheduled Caste communi-
ty and Most Backward Class
community buy them.
When it comes to hooch,

there is no rich or poor or
dominant or oppressed
caste. Police will come for
inspection, but will silently
leave after taking bribe.”
Last year saw 17 persons get-
ting kil led in nearby
Villupuram district after
consuming spurious arrack
brewed in the nearby hilly
region. Residen”Not even a
flower shop will function
here without the knowledge
of the MLA. How can we
accept that he did not know
about illicit hooch being
brewed here,” asks K
Ilavarasu (34), owner of a
mobile phone repair shop in
Karunapuram.
R Perumal (35), a resident of
Madhavcheri who lost his
brother, says, “Hooch will be
brought in packets and sold
at a common spot in the vil-

lage.  People from the
Scheduled Caste communi-
ty and Most Backward Class
community buy them.
When it comes to hooch,
there is no rich or poor or
dominant or oppressed
caste. Police will come for
inspection, but will silently
leave after taking a bribe.”
Residents of Karunapuram
allege that a lethal cartel of
police-DMK politicians-ille-
gal brewers exist in the
region. “Those daring to
complain against them are
silenced once and for ever.
Jungle raj prevails in this
region,” said a relation of one
of the victims.
Prohibition has been found
to be a total failure in Tamil
Nadu. Dravidian politics
thrived on the money gener-
ated by the sale of spurious

liquor and to generate more
money the State
Government banned the
manufacture and sale of
arrack (the poor man's
scotch). The daily wage
earners toiling in the fields
from day break to dusk get
some relief when they con-
sume arrack which was
available at reasonably low
rates.  With the
Government's decision to
ban the production and sale
of arrack, thousands of jobs
along with the tax revenue
from sale of the stuff was lost
to the Government. Toddy
tapping too has been banned
in the State, home to the
founders of the Dravidian
movement who were not
averse to the idea of sun-
downers.
By early 2000, the private

retail outlets too downed
the shutters and the public
sector Tamil Nadu State
Marketing Corporation
(TASMC) took over the
entire liquor trade in the
State. The Government's was
the last word on the brand to
be consumed by the tip-
plers and this was a violation
of fundamental right grant-
ed under the Constitution of
India. Only the brands of
liquor manufacturers who
were willing to part with a
fixed amount to the powers
that be were allowed to be
sold through the retail out-
lets.
The result was that the mar-
ket was flooded with poor
quality brands which
charged premium rates. The
daily wage earners were left
with no options other than

the bootleggers. Had the
Government not banned
toddy tapping and brewing
of country liquor, the mass
murders of the kind which
we saw in Kallakurichi
would not have happened.
Period. The objective of this
writeup is not to encourage
people to take drinks. The
illegal stuff that is brewed by
bootleggers is made with
toxic chemicals like ammo-
nium sulfate and insects like
centipedes. There was an
instance in Kerala where
arrack was made out of ethyl
alcohol which was used for
preserving dead bodies in
medical colleges. Should we
furnish more details?
(The writer is a special cor-

respondent with The
Pioneer; views 

are personal)
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to the students' Telegram app.
For NEET Rs 30-35 lakh per stu-
dent was charged as alleged by a
student witness, who got the
paper with its answers a day
before. It's possibly one of the
biggest scams that spanned from
Vadodara and Godhra to Patna
and where not! It has sparked
countrywide protests. No wonder
the moves against generation of
black money has not succeeded.
Add to this the various recruit-
ments stalled for scams, 13 in UP,
many in West Bengal and the
worst known VYAPAM in
Madhya Pradesh. The irregular-
ities are thriving with the highest
jobless numbers.
The NEET scam got exposed
and how parents paid Rs 66 lakhs
and more. Eight students from the
same examination centre in
Haryana who secured all-India
rank (AIR) 62 to 69, had largely
similar roll numbers. On 5 May
2024 at two NEET centres in
Haryana, students received a
wrong question-paper set, which
was taken back after 25 minutes.
A paper scam in Gujarat, featured
a Vadodara-based coaching cen-
tre and at least 16 students who
each paid Rs 10 lakh to pass the
exam. Fresh accusations arose
when news reports of a paper leak
emerged only days after conduc-
tion of the competitive exam. A
Godhra school teacher is accused
of the NEET exam cheating scan-
dal, Rs 7 lakh were found in his
car, while cheques worth 2.50
crore were found from the office
of the director of the coaching
centre. Reportedly, this money
was given by the students.
“There is a perception of misman-
agement by the NTA”, says ABVP
general secretary Yagyawalkya
Shukla. BJP MP Rakesh Sinha
calls for severe criminal action

against any nexus found between
paper setter and coaching insti-
tutes. It has rattled everyone. The
reality is the NTA does not have
competence to hold the examina-
tions as many professional
autonomous institutions have
been doing for decades. None
could raise a finger against any of
them, including the All India
Institute of Medical Science. They
also selected students with prop-
er aptitude. An issue that has
cropped up now with many of the
national institutions with CUET
in particular.
The only action against weeks
after the NEET fiasco has been the
cancellation of the examination
for grace mark students. The
NTA appears to be loosely con-
trolled organisation. The tests
are gateway to careers and future
professional excellence. If it is
mired with malpractices and
money power, the future of the
nation is at stake. Would those
adapting devious methods could
ever have ethical bindings! The
implementation is shoddy. The
NTA does not conduct the tests
on its own. Implementers are
largely burgeoning private sector
'service providers', IT companies
and emerging outsourcing infra
organisations for conducting such
mammoth tests. The competence
of NTA for ensuring cyber-secu-
rity at thousands of centres is
doubtful. 
Even invigilators and other staff
are hired casually leaving the
system vulnerable to attacks, pil-
ferage and compromise. The sus-
picion over the countrywide
coaching organisations calls for
rethink on the composition of the
tests. Are they giving instructions
or have it emerged as the most
corrupt money-minting
machines? Should not the coun-

try do away with this organised
malpractice? The examinations
need to be tailored in a way that
students do not need any coach-
ing.
National convenor of Sanskriti
Utthan Nyas Devendra Singh has
demanded cancellation of the
NEET test. The Shiksha Bachao
Andolan founded by Dinanath
Batra and Atul Kothari also wants
the test cancelled.
Too much centralisation could be
breeding irregularities. It is a
diverse country with diverse State
boards, languages and systems.
Apart each genre of professional
institutions has varied needs for
selections. The previous systems
of selections by many profes-
sional institutions, organised by
themselves have rarely raised an
eyebrow.
The NTA needs structural
reforms. Conducting profession-
al examinations are challenge.
Minister for Education
Dharmendra Pradhan says, “We
will take the final call”. The entire
university system cribs over
CUET — Central University
Entrance Test. It forces students
to take a test even for subjects,
which are not in demand. The
huge numbers have put off acad-
emic calendars for the past few
years. Let universities conduct
their own admissions as before to
rid the system of over centralisa-
tion, delays and trauma to the stu-
dents and their families.
The academics must put their
heads together to have least of
central admission examinations
and more decentralised process
not only to keep the process
sanitised but also put India on the
world map for its education, that
such compromised systems sully.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

The country needs to go back to
drawing board on centralising
entrance tests as the big ones
- JEE, NEET, CUET and UGC-
NET - are having far too many

glitches and questions raised on the
National Testing Agency (NTA).
The NEET scam and NET cancellation
have shocked the youth and raises ques-
tions on credibility of the testing agency.
Let the country note that within 48 hours
of NEET results, four students took their
own lives. Should not the country rethink
on the One Nation-One Test? The tests
are designed to make coaching redun-
dant.
Few have an idea of the cost of one NEET
— National Eligibility-cum-Entrance
(Undergraduate) Test, previously called
Pre-Medical Exam. It costs over Rs 400
crore borne by the parents of 2406079
candidates registered for the 2024 exam
at the rate of Rs 1700 fee per applicant.
The system does not say how much is the
profit for NTA. It is common knowledge
that no entrance fee is fully spent.
Should it not be considered as a tax on
the unemployed knowledge seekers!
There are approximately 108,915 MBBS
seats available across 706 medical colleges
for NEET 2024. Around 55,000 of these
seats are in Government medical colleges;
the rest are in private medical colleges.
One wonders why private colleges are
included which have a devious fee struc-
ture backed by severe capitation fees. The
quality of faculty is also questionable. Of
course, even newly set-up many State
medical colleges too have such issues.
Many even do not have a cardiologist or
neurologist.
Add the cost of coaching, travelling and
other expenses, together to cost quite a
few hundred crores more, big drain on
the economy plus parental and societal
stress. The Kota coaching system has an
estimated business of Rs 600 crore.
There are reports that the UGC-NET
having nine lakh aspirants was cancelled
as there was paper leak. Each question
paper was sold for Rs 5,000 for transfer
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