


It was a security dilemma 
that shaped India’s nu -
anced stance with regard to 
Indo-China. Elucidating on 

the dilemma in the region, Jawa-
harlal Nehru said, “In order to 
prevent the other from being the 
aggressor, you become the ag -
gressor yourself. It is a most 
extraordinary situation and that 
was the position in regard to the 
Indo-China States because each 
of the major countries was 
afraid lest the other take advan-
tage of the Indo-China States 
against it.” 

It was against this backdrop 
that India was of the view that 
“the only solution was that both 
Powers should agree to leave the 
Indo-China States by themsel -
ves and alone, by and large and 
not to try to line them up with 
their own group because the 
mo ment one group tried to in -
crease its influence or its pres-
sure, or brought the area under 
its sphere of influence as it has 
been euphemistically called in 
the past, immediately the other 
power got going to introduce 
itself and the conflict began 
again, call it a cold war or call it 
what you like.” 

India’s commitment to the 
region and Vietnam in particular 
was quite evident. Nehru was 
not quite happy about the out-
come of the Geneva Agreement. 
He said, “The outcome of the 
Geneva Agreement is interpret-
ed in various ways, and the Ag -
reement, I must say, was drafted 
in such a hurry that it can be 
interpreted in various ways...”  

He, however, clarified that 
he had no issue with regard to 
the Agreement in general, but 
with regard to certain provisions 
on Laos in particular.  

Having said this he added, 
“I do not want to say whose fault 
it is but we have a certain res -
ponsibility in trying to resolve 
those difficulties. To point out 
or name people at fault does not 
help in resolving a difficulty, but 
what I want this House to bear 
in mind is this, that because of 
certain developments in the Far 
East, in South East Asia, the 
whole atmosphere has changed 
there, that is, it has hardened 
the fear of war or for one person 

gaining an advantage over 
another or for any one country 
over another.” 

Thus it is evident that In -
dia’s approach to the region was 
in sync with the policy of Non-
alignment, which India advocat-
ed and practiced and continues 
to practice now. 

The birth of Vietnam echo -
ed in the portals of Indian Par-
liament. A closer analysis of the 
debates and discussions on Viet-
nam in both Houses of Parlia-
ment suggests that 
not only there is 
consistency and 
continuity of 
approach, there 
was also all-party 
consensus with 
regard to India’s 
engagement with 
Vietnam.  

It can be affir -
med that Vietnam 
is the only country 
on which there is 
unanimity of views 
cutting across 
party lines in the 
Indian Parliament. 

Like all wars, 
the Sino-Vietna -
mese war of Febru-
ary-March 1979 
did not start all of a sudden. The 
war marked the culmination of 
months of strained relations 
between the two neighbouring 
countries.  

Both knew that such a war 
would break out. This was evi-
dent from their war propaganda, 
war preparedness and hectic 
diplomatic maneuvers. 

The “Chinese self defence 
counterattack” into Vietnam on 
17 February resonated in India 
and found its echo in Parlia-
ment. 

The President of India in his 
address to Parliament on 19 
Feb  ruary 1979 said, “We are 
gravely concerned at the latest 
developments on the Sino-Viet-
namese border which carry the 
potential to endanger interna-
tional peace and stability. Fight-
ing should end immediately 
and, as a first step, Chinese for -
ces should withdraw from Viet-
nam.” As the House was adjour -
ned after the Presidential Addr -

ess there was no discussion on 
the issue that day. 

When the House met on 21 
February, the issue was raised 
while External Affairs Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was reading 
out the statement on his visit to 
China, which he cut short after 
the Chinese attack on Vietnam.   

Alluding to the internecine 
war in the region, he said that 
“the Chinese leaders expressed 
their view-point on the deterio-
ration of their relations with 

Vietnam. I clearly 
expressed my con-
cern at the prevail-
ing tension and 
stressed that each 
of the countries in 
the region must be 
enabled to main-
tain their inde-
pendence and 
were entitled to 
respect for their 
sovereignty and 
territorial integri-
ty. This required 
adherence to the 
principle of non-
interference.” 

He cautioned 
that there should 
be no further dev -
elopments which 

could lead to dangerous deteri-
oration of the situation.  

He further said that, “it is a 
matter of regret that in the 
course of our frank exch anges, 
where we clearly recognized that 
we had differing perspectives on 
the international situation, the 
Chinese leaders did not inform 
me of the possibility of develop-
ments on the ChinaVietnam 
border.” 

 That afternoon the House 
discussed the issue under the 
heading “Chinese invasion of 
Vietnam and the consequent 
threat to freedom of nations in 
Asia”.  

Initiating the discussion, Mr 
Bedabrata Barua said, “We are 
meeting under the shadow of a 
great threat to national liberty 
and freedom on an occasion
which affects India vitally, and 
Asia and the world as a whole. 
This is a matter of aggression by 
a big power against a freedom-
loving and brave people on the 

worst pretext. It is a typical Chi-
nese act, which is an act of inva-
sion without parallel of a few 
hundred thousand men of the 
so- called Chinese Liberation 
Army against the liberty of the 
people of Vietnam.” 

He lamented that the peo-
ple of Southeast Asia didn’t have 
the courage even to protest ag -
ainst the Chinese aggression. He 
regretted that the hegemony of 
China had not changed and in 
fact it had worsened. He also 
alluded to the growing friend-
ship between China and the 
USA.  

He said “what China is do -
ing today has the direct or indi-
rect support of the United Sta -
tes.” He even went to the extent 
of saying that “it is a sort of glob-
al attempt to teach an inde-
pendent nation a lesson.” 

Describing the Chinese 
attack on Vietnam as an affront 
to India, he regretted that it did 
not occur to them (the Chinese) 
to take India’s feelings into con-
sideration on such a matter, 
when India’s foreign minister 
was on the soil of China.  

Analyzing the strategic 
behavior of China, he further 
said, “What is important is not 
that the Vietnamese territories 
should be vacated ~ I have no 
doubt that they will withdraw 
after making an impression as 
they wanted to do and after 
‘teaching a lesson’ if they could. 
That lesson is not intended for 
them alone: it is intended for us 
also and it is intended for other 
nations. In case somebody has 
forgotten the lesson, they are 
trying to remind them again.” 

 Responding to an interjec-
tion by another member as to 
what the government should do, 
he said that “the government 
should not have given us the 
impression that we are finding 
a new friend in the Chinese Gov-
ernment, that there has been a 
big transformation in China and 
now we are making up with the 
Chinese, that we are finding new 
friends-and possibly giving up 
old friends!” Finally he proposed 
that the Government should 
immediately call a Conference 
of the people of Asia. 

(To Be Concluded)

 

The taskforce of the three major 
political parties ~ the Nepali 
Congress, the CPN-UML and 
the Maoist Centre ~ formed to 

find meeting points on the contentious 
provisions of the bill to amend the 
transitional justice-related law has 
submitted its report to the chiefs of 
three parties. The points of the agree-
ment forged by the three-member 
panel were informally made public last 
week.  

Again, most notably, on Wedn -
esday the chiefs of all three parties 
jointly accepted the report and 
unequivocally committed to resolving 
the remaining task of the peace 
process. After getting the report, Prime 
Minister KP Sharma Oli vowed to expe-
dite the bill and endorse it from Par-
liament without any further ado and 
then to swiftly implement it. In the 
prime minister’s words, this time, the 
amendment to the Enforced Disap-
pearances Enquiry, Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission Act would be 
meaningful and the ‘remnants of the 
conflict’ will be dealt with once and for 
all. Chairman of the CPN (Maoist Cen-
tre) Pushpa Kamal Dahal, who led the 
decade-long Maoist insurgency, and 
Nepali Congress President Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, sounded as commit-
ted to finding closure. 

Much optimism based just on 
Nepali leaders’ words may not be war-
ranted. But, at times, important polit-
ical achievements have been possible 
when leaders of these three parties 

have joined hands. Signing of the 
Comprehensive Peace Accord in 2006, 
management of arms and army of the 
Maoist party, constitution promulga-
tion in 2015, among other knotty issues 
related to the peace process, took place 
based on such understanding among 
these forces. A major but crucial task 
that remains pending is delivery of jus-
tice to the victims, as envisioned in the 
CPA all those years ago. 

Of the three parties, Dahal of the 
Maoist Centre and Nepali Congress’ 
Deuba often felt put under pressure to 
swiftly conclude the peace process, as 
these parties were directly engaged in 
the insurgency from opposite sides ~ 
much more than the UML. 

 In the past when Deuba and 
Dahal tried to push the process, UML 
leaders appeared intent on hindering 
its progress, sometimes out of convic-
tion and sometimes for purely political 
reasons. With Prime Minister Oli keen 
to conclude the process at a time of his 
government leadership, and Deuba 
and Dahal ready to capitalise on the 
rare opportunity, there could perhaps 
be no better time to take the peace 
process to its conclusion. 

That said, the agreement among 
the leaders of the three parties is not 
sufficient. They must not forget that all 
they are doing is ultimately aimed at 
the victims. If the victims feel they are 
not getting justice, completing the 
process would be meaningless. Many 
have found the provisions proposed by 
the three-member panel largely pro-
gressive and fair, but a section of vic-
tims are still dissatisfied with a few 
conditions. 

We urge the major politicians to 
strive to address the concerns of these 
holdout victims while giving final 
touches to the amendment bill. Trying 
to ram the bill through Parliament 
without such effort would be ill-
advised. Addressing the concerns 
raised by the Supreme Court in its past 
decisions and winning the trust of the 
international community is as impor-
tant. On the other hand, those advo-
cating on the victims’ behalf would 
also do well not to seek a perfect solu-
tion to what is an inherently complex 
problem.  
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Monetary Restraint 

In an era marked by economic turbulence and fluc-
tuating market sentiments, the Reserve Bank of In -
dia’s (RBI) decision to hold its key interest rate steady 

at 6.50 per cent for the ninth consecutive policy meeting 
speaks volumes about its strategic approach to monetary 
policy. This decision, supported by a majority of the Mo -
netary Policy Committee (MPC) members, highlights a 
clear prioritisation of domestic economic stability over 
reacting to global market pressures. The central bank’s 
stan ce is a calculated one, rooted in the necessity to bri -
ng inflation down to its medium-term target of 4 per 
cent. Despite significant global volatility, particularly in -
fluenced by actions from other major central banks, the 
RBI remains steadfast in its focus on domestic inflation-
ary trends. Governor Shaktikanta Das’s comments un -
derscore this resolve, pointing out the stubborn nature 
of India’s food inflation, which significantly impacts the 
public’s perception and experience of overall inflation. 
Maintaining price stability is crucial for sustainable eco -
no mic growth. The RBI’s decision to retain the ‘withdra -
wal of accommodation’ stance reflects a commitment 
to this principle. While inflation has shown a downward 
tre nd, and core inflation, excluding food and energy pri -
ces, has decreased, the persistently high food prices ~ 
especially of vegetables such as onion, potato and toma-
to - continue to pose a challenge. This is particularly sig-
nificant in a country like India, where food constitutes 
a substantial part of household expenditure and, thus, 
the inflation experience for the average consumer. 

The RBI's approach also considers the resilience of 
domestic economic activity. India's growth forecast for 
fiscal 2025 remains unchanged at 7.2 per cent, a figure 
that, while lower than the previous year's 8.2 per cent, 
still signifies robust economic performance. This re si li -
ence provides the central bank with the leeway to ma -
in tain its current monetary policy stance, ensuring that 
any adjustments are made based on concrete domestic 
economic indicators rather than reactive measures to 
global market fluctuations. The potential for a policy 
shift in October, with possible rate cuts beginning in 
December, indicates that the RBI is not rigid in its appr -
oach but rather measured and data-driven. This flexib -
i lity is vital in navigating the complex interplay between 
domestic and global economic factors. In a world  
where central banks are increasingly influenced by glob-
al market sentiments and pressures, the RBI’s decision 
to prioritise domestic considerations sets a commend-
able pre cedent.  

This approach not only ensures that moneta ry policy 
aligns with the country’s specific economic re alities but 
also reinforces the importance of maintaining a steady 
course towards achieving long-term economic stability. 
As global market volatility continues, influenc ed by 
actions such as the Bank of Japan’s rate hike and expec-
tations of the US Federal Reserve’s potential rate cuts, 
India’s central bank demonstrates a commitment to its 
strategic goals. By remaining watchful and data-driven, 
the RBI ensures that its monetary policy supports sus-
tainable growth and price stability, ultimately benefiting 
the broader economy. 

 

9/11 hearings 

The disruption in the 9/11 hearings at Guantanamo 
Bay has once again highlighted the complexity and 
contentious nature of the military commission sys-

tem. US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin’s decision to 
over ride a long-negotiated plea deal for Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed and his co-defendants has thrown the case 
into disarray, leaving all parties uncertain about the next 
steps. This move raises critical questions about the in -
tegrity and efficacy of the military commissions, and 
whe ther they can deliver justice for the families of the 
victims of the September 11 attacks. The plea deal, which 
had been in the works for two years, would have allowed 
the defendants to avoid the death penalty in exchange 
for guilty pleas and cooperation in providing informati -
on about the attacks. It was seen by many as a pragmatic 
solution to a case that has been mired in delays and legal 
challenges for over a decade. However, Mr Austin’s un -
expected intervention has now cast doubt on the future 
of these proceedings, and has reignited debates about 
the role of political influence in the pursuit of justice. 
One of the most troubling aspects of this situation is  
the ap parent lack of communication and coordination 
at the highest levels of the US government. The plea 
deal, while controversial, was a product of extensive 
negotiations and had received approval from the Pen-
tagon’s chi ef authority over the military commission.
That Mr Austin and other senior officials were reportedly 
caught off guard by this agreement raises serious con-
cerns ab out the oversight and management of such 
high-profile cases.  

The families of the 9/11 victims deserve closure, and 
the American public deserves a transparent and fair judi-
cial process. The military commissions, established in the 
aftermath of the attacks, were intended to provide a 
means of delivering justice for the most heinous acts of 
terrorism. Yet, the continual delays and legal complica-
tions, compounded by allegations of unlawful interfer-
ence, have eroded confidence in the system’s ability to 
function effectively. Mr Austin’s decision to override the 
plea deal can be seen as an effort to uphold a certain 
vision of justice, one where the ultimate punishment is 
reserved for the most egregious crimes. However, it also 
ris ks further prolonging the already extensive pre-trial 
phase, delaying any form of resolution for the families af -
fected by the 9/11 attacks. The defence attorneys’ move 
to challenge the legality of Mr Austin’s order, and the ir 
suspension of participation in hearings, signals a pro -
longed period of legal wrangling that could stretch on for 
years. The broader implications of this decision extend
beyond the Guantanamo Bay hearings. It underscores 
the tension between the pursuit of justice and the influ-
ence of political considerations. While officials maintain 
that political pressure did not influence Mr Austin’s deci-
sion, the timing and manner of the intervention inevitably 
fuel speculation and mistrust. In navigating this complex 
landscape, it is imperative that the US government 
demonstrates a commitment to a fair and impartial judi-
cial process, free from undue political interference. 
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SIR, There are obviously some 
undercover puppeteers who are 
behind the Bangladesh crisis. I 
suspect an American hand. 

 Washington has a history of 
supporting military rulers in 
Bangladesh. It squarely backed 
the South Asian nation’s first  
military ruler General Ziaur  
Raha man.  

Sheikh Hasina herself had 
charged that the US was out to 
topple her government and put 
in power her rival Khaleda Zia, 
the widow of the US-backed mil-
itary strongman. She even told 
parliament that America intends 
to ‘bring such a government 
which will not have a democratic 
existence’. 

Washington sanctioned mul-
tiple Hasina administration offi-
cials and members of security 
forces for alleged human rights 
violations.  

The US threatened further 
punitive measures, saying anyone 

caught attempting to rig elections 
would be denied entry to the 
country. Implicit in the US threat 
was the encouragement for radi-
cal Islamic outfits in Bangladesh 
to overthrow the Hasina regime.  

The real aim of the US was to 
nudge Hasina to its side in its 

fight against China. America 
wants to have a naval base on a 
Bangladesh island to monitor 
Chinese movement, but Hasina 
government refused to buckle 
under US pressure, as it saw no 
benefit in cutting off the hand 
that feeds it. China appeared a 
saviour for Bangladesh with its 
flow of money to keep the 
momentum of economic growth. 
And hence, the US was planning 

a regime change in Bangladesh.  
This puts the US at odds with 

India. Like the US, India wants 
Bangladesh to be in the anti-
China camp, but not at the cost 
of a regime change. India dis-
trusts Khaleda Zia for her anti-
India overtures.  

During her regime Bangla -
desh was used for anti-India 
activities, and New Delhi's com-
plaints were ignored.   

As long as Washington lets 
India mind its own interests in 
the sub-continents, India will go 
along with the US. 

Yours, etc., Sudipta Ghosh, 
Jangipur, 6 August.  

 

PROBLEM FOR INDIA 
SIR, India's diplomatic challenges 
appear to be increasing following 
the exodus of Bang ladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. While the 
Modi government did a good 
thing by sheltering Sheikh Hasina, 
this could lead to an increase in 
anti-India sentiments in 
Bangladesh, where anti-India ele-
ments were already active. With 

no chance of her returning to 
Bangladesh, and the West turning 
its back on her, it isevident that 
India's ability to secure its inter-
ests in Bangladesh may become 
increasingly difficult.  

Britain is unwilling to pro-
vide Sheikh Hasina sanctuary, 
and America not only cancelled 
her visa but also applauded the 
army there, knowing that it is 
willing to have fundamentalist 
forces participate in the interim 
administration. 

It is still unclear whether 
Bangladesh's interim govern-
ment, which is headed by the 
army, will be friendly towards 
India. In addition to the strongly 
anti-India fundamentalist organ-
ization, Jamaat-e-Islami, opposi-
tion leader Khaleda Zia, with 
whom India has never had a good 
relationship, may join.  

If those who labeled Sheikh 
Hasina a puppet of New Delhi 
become more involved in the 
temporary government, India's 
problems would worsen.

Yours, etc., Abhijit Roy,  
Jamshedpur, 7 August.

American  hand 
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Don’t squander 
this moment 

India and Vietnam~II 



Mr. J. H. THOMAS has announced 
in Parliament that, the combined esti-
mate for Mesopotamia and Palestine 
this year is under six million pounds. 
This is a great improvement, though it 
would be interesting to know exactly 
what we are getting for an expenditure 
which only seems moderate because it 
is so much smaller than it used to be. It 
would also he interesting to know wliat 
are the pledges to the Arabs which Mr. 
Thomas thinks we cannot disregard. The 
Allies collectively, and also dually in the 
famous Anglo-French declaration of 
November 9, 1918, promised them that 
they should choose their own form of 
government. The promise was renewed 
in Mesopotamia after the rebellion of 
1920. How comes it then that Feisul has 
been imported from the Hedjaz in noto-
rious opposition to the wishes of 
Mesopotamian Arabs? And if we have 
now arranged to evacuate the country 
in four years, what is the point of spend-
ing the taxpayer's money on it in the 
meantime? 

SOVIET WAR 
PURCHASES 

25 SUBMARINES 
AND 700 
AEROPLANES 
(�TIMES� SPECIAL SERVICE) 

EXTENSIVE military preparations 
are proceeding in Russia, according to 
the Times Riga correspondent, who 
declares that German military experts 
are now actively co-operating with the 
Red Army leaders who have decided to 
order from abroad great quantities of 
technical equipment. 

In recent months the Soviet Gov-
ernment have purchased from Holland, 
Italy and Switzerland over 700 aero-
planes and 25 submarines, besides large 
quantities of rifles and machine guns. 

NAVAL GUNS 
AMERICAN 
REPLY AS TO 
THEIR RANGE 

SECRETARY Wilbur, referring to Mr. 
Ponsonby's statement yesterday, as 
regards increasing the range of the 
American and Japanese naval guns, said 
that it was a good idea to have the ques-
tion raised in order that it might be set-
tled. As far as was known the Govern-
ment had not taken steps in reply to the 
British representations on turret guns. 
At any rate it was evident that no haste 
was necessary as the navy at present 
lacked both the authority and appropri-
ations to increase the gun elevations. 
The proposal therefore could not be 
resubmitted to Congress until its regular 
session in December.-Reuter. 

FORMULA ADOPTED? 

“THE GREAT 
DIFFICULTY NOW 
OVER” 

REUTER learns that the First Com-
mittee of the Conference unanimously 
adopted the French formula. The 
British amendment was withdrawn, 
after which the British and French del-
egates congratulated each other. One 
delegate said: “The great difficulty of 
the Conference is now over. If the 
report of the Third Committee on deliv-
eries in kind and cash transfers be 
favourable the Conference can be 
regarded as finished so far as the Allies 
are concerned, and an invitation to 
Germany may be regarded as immi-
nent. The views of the bankers are, of 
course, still awaited.”-Reuter. 

(LATER.) 
IT appears that only the first part of 

the French formula as regards arbitra-
tion was adopted. The second part, deal-
ing with the plan for the military evacu-
ation of the Ruhr proportionately as Ger-
many pays her debts, has not yet been 
considered.-Reuter. 

�WAIT AND SEE� 

NO TRANSFERRED 
SUBJECTS IN C. P.? 

IT is understood that the Central 
Provinces Government is expecting 
the Secretary of State's sanction to 
retransfer the transferred subjects to 
the list of reserved subjects. Govern-
ment  wi l l  wait  and see what  the 
Swarajists decide at Calcutta before 
actually taking action. 

If there is no change in the policy 
or no immediate prospect of a change, 
the transferred subjects will be made 
reserved and no meeting of the Council 
will be held till March. There will then 
be only one meeting every March for the 
Budget till the expiry of the term of the 
Council. 

07NEW DELHI, SATURDAY 10 AUGUST 2024

100 YEARS AGO

NEWS ITEMS

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS 
 

 

1    Politician recycling 

trite remarks, 

wasting a bit of time 

(4,7) 

7    Regular departures 

from Kennedy 

terminal  

(3) 

9    Horny individual�s 

New Year in the 

French style  

(5) 

10  One�s used to shift 

clothes cool model 

collected (4,5) 

11  No longer tied up,  

ex-husband Jeremy 

went fishing (9) 

12  2�s back to take over 

Sunday lunch (5) 

13  Kraftwerk, REM, 

Lindisfarne touring 

Russian venue  

(7) 

15  He�s often out on the 

tiles (6) 

17  Roughly beat silver 

leaves in this (3,3) 

19  Zeppelin songs? Cool! 

(7) 

21  Golfer Rory admits 

blunder (5) 

22  Famous American 

Model T vehicle  

(4,5) 

24  His band shot to 

fame where 

Isherwood lost his 

head (5,4) 

25  Dance coach from 

Germany endlessly 

pirouetted, with 

Anton�s lead  

(5) 

26  Colour to fade, 

reportedly (3) 

27  �Deport them!� 

ordered Farage, 

finally entering likely 

to blow his top 

(3-8) 

 

DOWN 

1    24�s friend visiting 

coffee producer (not 

a place for bourbon) 

(8) 

2    The first Tsar? I 

haven�t a clue  

(4,3,8) 

3    Male escort Ewan 

stripped in a den of 

vice (5) 

4    African director Lee 

arranging loan  

(7) 

5    Near bloody revolting 

snake (7) 

6    21, I�ve swum across 

small lake  

(9) 

7    Working at The Ritz, 

all obey a Hollywood 

legend  

(9,6) 

8    A bit upset, OK, about 

packing an old crate 

(6) 

14  Los Angeles Times 

runs international 

hotel complex (9) 

16  As Sánchez drops 

rising, inside  

political  

adviser (8) 

18  Okra on table; first 

impressions � it�s 

rubbery  

(7) 

19  Contract card game 

(ace high)  

(7) 

20  Got very hot water in 

the Middle East when 

cycling  

(6) 

23  Charge leaders of 

teachers  

organisation  

planning 

unauthorised  

protest (3,2)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292870

T
wo-time BJP MP Raju Bista is 
also a national spokesperson 
for the party. This young par-
liamentarian is articulate and 

calls a spade a spade. Manas R Ban-
nerjee caught up with the Darjeeling 
MP and asked him pointed questions 
on some difficult issues. 

 
Q: Following a statement by 

Union Minister of State for Educa-
tion Sukanta Majumdar, the Trina-
mul Congress and West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee have 
blamed the BJP for attempting to 
divide Bengal by separating its 
northern part. Although Mr. Majum-
dar claimed his statement was mis-
interpreted, its implications are sig-
nificant. If North Bengal comes 
under the Department for Develop-
ment of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER), the North East Special 
Infrastructure Development Scheme 
(NESIDS), or the North East Rural 
Livelihood Project (NERLP), what 
might this mean? 

A: See Trinamul Congress is fun-
damentally against the development 
and progress of North Bengal. Even the 
TMC MPs and MLAs from North Ben-
gal are coming to this realization. TMC 
is a south-Bengal-oriented party, and 
they see the entire North as a colonial 
outpost, from where they will extract 
the resources and revenues, but they 
will not take any steps towards its 
development. In the 2024-25 WB budg-
et of Rs 3.7 Lakh crores, the WB Govt 
has only allocated Rs 861 crores for the 
development of North Bengal. This is 
0.002 per cent of the total budget. Even 
out of this, in reality, they will spend 
less than Rs 300 crores only; this is 
what they have done, if you check all 
previous budgets as well. How can the 
eight North Bengal districts develop 
with so little funds? 

So Sukanta Da has only echoed 
what the majority of the people in 
North Bengal have been feeling. The 
inclusion of North Bengal in the NE 
Council will expedite the development 
of our region, and bring additional 
funds, investments, and schemes like 
the North East Special Infrastructure 
Development Scheme (NESIDS), the 
North East Rural Livelihood Project 
(NERLP) etc will be implemented. 

TMC is opposed to any development 
of North Bengal, so they are only trying 
to mislead the people of the state. 

 
Q: Is this a political strategy to 

appease the people of North Bengal, 
or is it a plan to create a separate 
state of North Bengal? 

A: See what happens in the future 
is for the future to tell. But, currently, 
the people of North Bengal are dis-
criminated against and deprived by 
the TMC government. 

 
Q: Why is a section of people 

demanding a separate state of North 
Bengal? Is this feasible? 

A: The fact of the matter is, if you 
speak about feasibility, West Bengal 
state became unfeasible some 30 
years ago, and the problem has been 
exacerbated in the past 12 years. 

CPI-M left West Bengal under a 
debt of Rs 1.95 lakh crore, in the past 
12 years TMC has raised that debt to 
over Rs 7 lakh crores. If you look at 
their budget document, they are plan-
ning to borrow a further Rs 60,262 
crores this year and use up the con-
tingency funds as well. In 2023-24 
they borrowed Rs 1.12 lakh crores, in 
2022-23 they borrowed Rs 70,243 
crore. Every year West Bengal is get-
ting more and more under debt, and 
the government has no plans on pay-
ing it off. They have already turned 
the state bankrupt. 

North Bengal contributes sub-
stantial revenue to the WB Govt. We 
are rich in resources, hydro potential, 
forests, tea industry, cinchona/medi-
cinal plants, cross-border trade and 
commerce, we are a major hub of 
tourism and travel. The growth poten-
tial of North Bengal is immense. 

 
Q: Since the 1980s, a large sec-

tion of the Gorkha community in the 
Hill, Terai, and Dooars regions has 
demanded a separate state of 
Gorkhaland. Similarly, the Rajbanshi 
community in Cooch Behar has been 
demanding a separate Kamtapur 
state. What might be the solution? As 
an MP of the Darjeeling Parliamen-
tary Constituency, what is your per-
spective? 

A: Our Darjeeling hills, Terai and 
Dooars regions are home to ethnic 

minorities - Gorkhas, Rajbanshis, Adi-
vasis, Rabha, Toto, Koche, and Meche 
communities. These communities 
have been deliberately suppressed 
and kept deprived by the succeeding 
WB governments. The government 
under TMC has taken active steps to 
undermine their language, culture, 
and heritage, and even their ancestral 
lands are being snatched from them. 

Look at the tea gardens, cinchona 
gardens, forest villages, and DI Fund 
land residents - they have been denied 
Parja Patta to their ancestral land since 
independence. WB government has 
not even implemented the Forest 
Rights Act passed by Parliament in 
2006. WB government has refused to 
implement the four New Labour Codes 
passed by Parliament in 2019-20, 
which would ensure higher wages and 
better living and working conditions 
for the tea garden and cinchona gar-
den workers. So naturally people feel 
they will be better off in their state. The 
Central government has to intervene 
because we cannot allow this subjuga-
tion of a section of the population to 
continue. 

 
Q: What is the Permanent Polit-

ical Solution (PPS) demanded by the 
Hill people since 2019? As an MP, you 
have raised this issue in Parliament 
several times. Why is it  being 
delayed? What is the reason behind 
this delay? 

A: See the government of India 
looks at all issues holistically, before 
arriving at a decision. It consults all 
stakeholders and looks at the poten-
tial implications and fall-out of any 
decision. So it is taking time. But, 
whenever the solution is approved, it 
will be according to the Constitution 
of India and will address the aspira-
tions of the people from our region. 

 
Q: Is PPS a more powerful form 

of autonomy under the Sixth Sched-
ule of the Indian Constitution, com-
pared to the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill 
Council (DGHC) or the Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administration (GTA)? 

A: See both DGHC and GTA were 
supposed to be autonomous bodies. 
But, the WB Govt did not allow them 
to function autonomously. For exam-
ple, land is a transferred subject to GTA, 

but today WB Govt is putting up notice 
boards in school premises claiming 
“this land belongs to WB Govt.” It is 
sending a direct signal to the people, 
that you are not autonomous, but you 
are controlled from Kolkata. 

So definitely when PPS is arrived 
at, it will ensure that control remains 
with the people. The form and share 
of PPS will be decided by the Union 
Home Ministry, so it is wrong to spec-
ulate on what it will be. 

 
Q: Why does a section of people 

in the Darjeeling and Kalimpong 
Hills want to merge with Sikkim? 
Have you studied this issue? What is 
your opinion? 

A:  People in Darjeeling and 
Kalimpong hills have shared history 
with Sikkim. Before the British took 
over Darjeeling and Kalimpong, our 
region was part of Sikkim. We share 
the same blood, history, heritage, 
geography, language, lifestyle, cus-
toms and traditions, so naturally, 
some feel merging with Sikkim will be 
better. 

But Sikkim is a state protected 
under Article 371F of the Constitution, 
and we must respect that. Why bur-
den them with our issues and prob-
lems? Darjeeling Hills, Terai and 
Dooars are capable of handling our 
issues, and we will handle them. 

 
Q: You have often spoken about 

the ‘Chicken’s Neck’,  which is a 
national security concern. Can you 
elaborate on this issue and the Cen-
tral government’s plans regarding it? 

A: We share four international 
borders - with Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Nepal and Tibet (China). In the past 
12 years, we have witnessed a massive 
demographic shift here. Illegal 
Bangladeshi and Rohingya infiltrators 
are being settled, with active help 
from the ruling government in West 
Bengal. If this situation is not taken 
care of now, someday in the future, it 
will pose a grave national security risk 
for India. We have already seen peo-
ple like Sharjeel Imam calling for “cut-
ting off North East India from rest of 
India by taking over the Chicken-
neck”. The local MLA of Islampur is 
already referring to this area as “Mus-
lim Rashtra” As the MP from the 

region, it is my duty to make the Cen-
tral government aware of the ground 
realities, and I have been doing so 
through the Parliament, and also in 
person to the Ministers. The Central 
Govt is extremely sensitive to the 
threats facing our region, but since it 
concerns national security, I am not 
in a position to divulge the plans of 
the Central Govt on a public platform. 

 
Q: Is the ‘Chicken’s Neck’ a bar-

rier to creating a small state like 
Gorkhaland? 

A: On the contrary, it brings the 
region more in focus of the Central 
Government. West Bengal is ruled 
from Kolkata, and it is apparent that 
those governing from 600 km away 
are unable to take care of this distant 
but highly sensitive border region. 

 
Q: A reliable source hinted that 

creating a separate state or a Union 
Territory comprising areas of North 
Bengal centred on the Chicken’s 
Neck might be a solution for national 
security. What is your opinion? 

A: It will depend on the compo-
sition of the UT, which areas are 
included, or excluded, if the UT will 
have a legislature or not, will a UT be 
able to protect the rights of the indige-
nous communities or not. These are 
matters of inquiry, and I am sure the 
Central Government must be reflect-
ing on all these issues.

PSYMHE WADUD  
 

B
angladesh witnessed arguably 
the largest student movement 
since its independence and as 
an outcome, the government 

led by the former Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina is no more in power. However, 
in the face of what we can term as "lack 
of objectively suitable conditions for 
dialogue," the transition is not going to 
be plain sailing. The lack of forethought 
for a smooth transition has also brought 
forth further violence, mayhem, and 
terror. Indeed, the process of transition-
ing into a new order is hanging in the 
balance. The interim government is 
expected to hold general elections for a 
smooth democratic transition. There is 
also this "academic" debate going on, 
on having a constitution-making or 
constitution-amendment episode - I 
seek to address both. 

One of the motivations behind the 
discussion on a new constitution-mak-
ing episode is the fact that the "inter-
im" government will have to operate 
beyond the constitutional scheme 
since the current one does not endorse 
an interim or caretaker government. 
Indeed, an interim government will 
have to be seen as a revolutionary 
breach of legal continuity. However, 
installing an interim government will 
potentially be a difficult, if not impos-
sible, academic and judicial exercise. 

In any case, in order to come out of 
the gridlock, I do not see a new constitu-
tion-making episode as a solution; par-
ticularly because, among others, there 
was no such demand emanating from the 

movement to begin with. With the par-
liament now dissolved, there is no possi-
bility of forming an interim government 
with members of the parliament either, 
as was suggested by some scholars. 

Social movements are now a 
growing area of study within the para-
digm of constitutional law. Particularly, 
in studying constitutionalism in Asia, 
social movements are relevant more 
than ever. Such movements often 
frame their strategies based on the 
texts of the constitution or to address 
the disharmony between the constitu-
tion and the lived realities of citizens 
at large (the Indian movement against 
2019 Citizenship Amendment Act and 
the 2004 South Korean sex workers' 
movement are illustrative here). 

At times, social movements call 
for instating or redefining new struc-
tures or institutions within the con-
stitution (the 1993 Indian movement 
for recognition of local self-govern-
ment is an example). At other times, 
movements call for new and different 
interpretations of the texts of the con-
stitution; differently again, certain 
movements call for revision or annul-
ment of constitutions as well. 

Ours was not a movement that 
explicitly relied on the texts of the Con-
stitution of Bangladesh, although it did 
touch upon equality clauses. The hasty 
(judicial and executive) outcome of the 
movement has not really been a reflec-
tion of substantive equality (as it gravely 
fell short on protecting rights of women, 
Indigenous minorities, persons with dis-
abilities, and gender-diverse popula-
tions). However, the initial demands did 

not call for something that goes or oper-
ates beyond the constitutional scheme. 
Later claims were political in nature 
(including the last one calling for the res-
ignation of the then incumbent prime 
minister); however, those too did not call 
for remaking the constitution or chal-
lenging its basis. 

It is reductionist to try to under-
score an "essentialised" or "one true" 
purpose underlying social move-
ments. Just as social movements are 
discursive bottom-up instances of 
mobilising, so are the purposes for 
social movement actors' engagement. 
However, at least the demands that 
surfaced were not ones that disregard-
ed the constitutional framework. 

The movement certainly made 
certain "academic" discussion points 
to come to the front (including consti-
tutional provisions to ensure firmer 
checks and balances among different 
institutions and limiting prime-minis-
terial/political term limits). These may 
in the longer run prove to be immense-
ly useful to prevent perpetuation of 
power; however, whether they require 
a new constitution-making episode is 
an important question to ask. 

Indeed, bringing in a new consti-
tutional framework for a society divid-
ed along multiple axes (including reli-
gion, ethnicity, sex, and gender) 
requires time, labour, and massive 
efforts. In the current world order, 
wider public involvement is also 
deemed key to a legitimate constitu-
tion-making effort which can prove to 
be immensely cumbersome in the 
present context in Bangladesh. Also, in 

the shifting geopolitical reality, it may 
also prove to be difficult to withstand 
the pressure of interested international 
actors. Any haste would only prove to 
be counterintuitive in the longer run, 
particularly for failing to adequately 
address and accommodate concerns 
and needs of the non-dominant voices 
and minority communities. 

The interim government may 
decide to go for substantive constitution-
al amendments for a smoother transition 
into and functioning of democracy. How-
ever, in such cases, there will be legiti-
mate constitutional questions as to how 
an unelected "interim government" can 
exercise "derivative constituent power" 
and go on to amend the constitution. To 
stretch the revolutionary breach of legal 
continuity to such a point may also fail 
to withstand the constitutional test of 
time. Therefore, it would ideally be wiser 
to leave the task of amending the consti-
tution to the next government. Alterna-
tively, the interim government may for-
mulate certain principles to potentially 
guide the constitution amendment 
episode by the next parliament. 

In any case, for an inclusive society, 
I would want a steadfast commitment 
to secularism and as a feminist, com-
mitment to equal rights between men 
and women in all spheres of life - instead 
of "in all spheres of state and public life" 
as appears in Article 28(2) that (unknow-
ingly perhaps) calls for a rather conser-
vative interpretation of women's right. 
However, for these changes in particu-
lar, amendments need to be brought to 
the entrenchment of the basic structure 
doctrine (i.e., unamendability of certain 

provisions and parts of the constitu-
tion)—the process of doing so is the sub-
ject of a different constitutional dis-
course altogether. 

We also need to be mindful to 
one of the core demands of the move-
ment: of bringing an end to the cul-
ture of impunity and expediting the 
adjudicating processes for the brutal 
killings committed over the quota 
reform movement. Any attempt to 
bring in a new constitution would 
inevitably delay the process of serving 
justice to all those who were killed 
and tortured - both at the hands of the 
state apparatus and at the hands of 
other political elements at play. 

Polities need to have certain non-
negotiable ideals and values to stand 
by—the overwhelming deaths, includ-
ing of children, over the quota reform 
movement, made me realise this the 
hardest way. Experiencing two nights 
without a government with news of con-
demnable brutality against police per-
sonnel, vandalisation of Hindu minority 
houses, and arson violence on Banga-
bandhu's historic Dhanmondi 32 resi-
dence, made me internalise it. My major 
scholarships have so far only critiqued 
our constitution. Nonetheless, the con-
stitution we have does seem like a doc-
ument that we should stand by firmly. 

Let's not lose out on the "consti-
tutional moment" we had in 1971; 
because indeed, creating one is not as 
easy as we may theoretically assume. 
Also, a constitution can only do so 
much - we need a system that works. 
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Financial literacy is no
longer just a useful
skill. It is now essential

knowledge required to tra-
verse the modern econom-
ic landscape. Studies have
shown financially literate
individuals can use their
money wisely to plan for a
secure future. 
Today, technology is an
important enabler of access
to resources required to
cultivate financial literacy,
democratise the sector, and
empower people to improve
their l ives.
However, despite the
increasing penetration of
the Internet and technolo-
gy, a 2021 survey found
only 27% of Indians are
financially literate. 
Furthermore, only 16.7%
of students have a general
understanding of finances.
With India projected to
become one of, if not the
leading, global economies
by 2030, our society must be
educated on the best prac-
tices for handling funds
and making smart financial
decisions. 
Online platforms such as
YouTube, Skillshare, Udemy,
and others are invaluable
tools in the pursuit of

knowledge. YouTube has
tutorials and explanations
for practically every subject
under the sun. Not only
does it boast a vast cata-
logue, but everything on the
site is free to access. 
This is a critical require-
ment in India where the
common man is looking to
save as much money as
possible. Channels such
as Khan Academy are great
starting points for every-
one’s financial literacy jour-
ney. It’s not just about break-
ing down complex informa-
tion. 
While the concepts should
be easy to understand, the
modules must also be pre-
sented engagingly to retain
the person’s interest. No
one enjoys being lectured
with a barrage of informa-

tion in a boring manner.
Social media and digital
channels have also made it
easier for educators and
financial experts to share
information. Instagram,
TikTok, and X are now
filled with financial gurus
offering their opinions on
the latest economic trends,
up-and-coming investment
opportunities, and the state
of the global economy. 
Keep in mind that advice
from such channels should-
n't be taken at face value.
But they do offer a macro
perspective of the economy
and break down complex
information into easily
digestible pieces. 
Advancing technology also
allows financial institutions
such as banks and NBFCs to
offer financial literacy
directly to their customers.
Bank apps can utilise push
notifications, pop-ups, bank
representatives, and even
AI avatars to offer pertinent
and timely advice.
NBFCs can leverage sub-
scription services to reach
out to their customers via
messengers to advise them
on how to manage funds
effectively.Artificial intelli-
gence is going to significant-

ly improve access to and
delivery of financial litera-
cy. With just a smartphone,
one can access tools such as
ChatGPT to help answer
common questions regard-
ing finances. 
While it should not be used
to gain investment advice,
the current models of AI
tools can offer practical
knowledge regarding finan-
cial literacy and point the
curious reader towards
additional sources to gain
more knowledge. 
It’s no wonder that AI in
BFSI is expected to hit a
whopping $100 billion by
2032. Technology is a pow-
erful tool in the hands of
those with an understand-
ing of how to use it. 
With the power to democ-
ratise financial literacy, it
can bring people from every
stratum of society onto a
level playing field. 
However, as technology
evolves, so must we to enjoy
the benefits of its advance-
ment. This is a crucial step
not just for society but also
for our personal and finan-
cial well-being. 

(The writer is a MD at
StoxBox; views are 

personal)

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has reached out to  Muhammad Yunus, the Nobel
Laureate from Bangladesh, to congratulate him on heading the interim government
of Bangladesh. PM Modi took to X, to express concerns over the situation of Hindus

and other Minorities in Bangladesh amidst the ongoing political turmoil. Muhammad Yunus,
on his part has emphasised his commitment to restore law and order. Meanwhile, the
Indian government, through various channels has reiterated its concerns about the sit-
uation of minorities for regional stability. Hundreds of people trying to cross over to India
but have been sent back by the Border Security Force.The situation in Bangladesh is
rather fluid as the students, the initial protesters have been overshadowed by the rogue
elements who are taking advantage of the situation and indulging in looting and arson
while attacking minorities to garner popular support. Slowly but surely the political ten-
sion has also exacerbated communal tensions within Bangladesh. The Hindu minority,

which makes up about 8-10% of the population are
worst hit. Recent reports have indicated a surge in
attacks on Hindu temples, businesses, and homes, trig-
gering fear and insecurity within the community. 
Prime Minister Modi’s outreach to Yunus can be seen
as a calculated move to engage with a respected fig-
ure in Bangladesh who has international credibility and
influence. By engaging with Yunus, Modi may be sig-
nalling India’s support for democratic values and human
rights in Bangladesh, while also voicing concerns about
the security and well-being of the Hindu community.
India is at the moment in a quandary. It has all along
supported Sheikh Hasina and continues to do so but

things have changed drastically. Sheikh Hasina is now unpopular while her opponents
are all powerful. She may be called to join the investigation against her which may put
India in dilemma. The silver lining is that Yunus is now in command, and he is widely
regarded as an honorable man with an impeccable track record, even though he is an
outsider in the corridors of power.  He is India’s best bet as China and Pakistan who
have allegedly supported the movement to oust Hasina would like to subvert Indo
Bangladesh relationship. He could be persuaded to be neutral. The political instability
and potential for communal violence could lead to a refugee crisis, with many Hindus
and other minorities seeking asylum in India. This could  complicate India’s domestic
political landscape, especially in the bordering states of West Bengal and Assam. Meanwhile,
the trade with Bangladesh has already nose-dived and the refugee crisis is growing.
Bangladesh is a key partner in maintaining security in the Bay of Bengal region. This is
a time for serious diplomacy. Prime Minister Modi would do well to engage with Muhammad
Yunus at the earliest opportunity. While Twitter diplomacy is a good starting point, it needs
to be followed up with direct engagement. A lot is at stake for India in Bangladesh’s
future direction.

Reaching out

to urge the Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) President, P.T. Usha, to explore every
possible avenue to ensure that justice is
served for Vinesh. There is also a need to
investigate whether Vinesh was unknow-
ingly given a weight-gain substance dur-
ing the 24 hours between the semi-final
and the final weigh-in, as a similar inci-
dent reportedly happened to another
wrestler from a different country.
These concerns raise serious questions
about the integrity and transparency of the
Olympic Games' management. While
human error is possible in such a vast
sporting event, the circumstances sur-
rounding Vinesh Phogat’s disqualification
do not appear to fall into the category of
innocent mistakes. If it is determined that
Vinesh was wronged, India should strong-
ly consider appealing the decision 

Yash Pal Ralhan  | Jalandhar

BANGLADESH: A WARNING FOR INDIA
Madam —Bangladesh, which had seemed
politically stable for the past 15 years under
Sheikh Hasina’s leadership, is now show-
ing signs of distress. Hasina’s extended

tenure, while initially successful, has led
to growing concerns about her increasing-
ly autocratic behavior. This shift has
resulted in the imprisonment of political
opponents and numerous legal battles
against figures like Nobel laureate
Mohammad Yunus, who gained signifi-
cant popularity for his work with Grameen
Bank. Could similar public discontent
emerge in India? The government's
actions, particularly over the past two
terms, have shown tendencies toward
authoritarianism. 
This has been evident in the public back-
lash against the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA), prolonged farmer protests
against agricultural reforms, and discon-
tent among youth over the Agniveer
recruitment scheme. Rising inflation,
unemployment, and corruption, coupled
with selective legal actions against oppo-
sition members, contribute to a growing
sense of frustration.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

A COURT IS A COURT
Madam — The special feature of Indian
judiciary is the relative non-interference in
its functioning from either the executive
or the legislature.  Also, the hierarchical sys-
tem of judiciary has ensured that no liti-
gant goes unsatisfied with a particular
court's verdict. The Supreme Court has
time and again reiterated that no court in
the country is above another.   Besides, the
SC has made it clear that although its judge-
ments are binding on every court in India
under Article141 of the Constitution, the
High Courts are in no way inferior to it
because the former's administrative con-
trol is independent of the top court. SC has
consistently refused to direct High Courts
to clear cases in a time bound manner for
the same reason. 
Justice Abhay Oka of the SC, during the
course of a hearing, had succinctly
remarked that “a court is a court”. Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud, in 2022, had
decried the tendency to refer to the district
courts as subordinate judiciary because
there was no definition of the word "sub-
ordinate" although the world is frequent-
ly used in the Constitution.   

Ganpathi Bhat| Akola

VINESH PHOGAT HAS BEEN WRONGED
Madam— In an unfortunate turn of
events, Vinesh was disqualified from a cru-
cial Olympic match due to a minor weight
discrepancy, sparking outrage and disap-
pointment across the nation. This incident,
which resulted in the loss of a potential
medal for India, raises serious questions
about the handling and management of the
situation by the coaches and officials. 
Vinesh Phogat, who had successfully won
three bouts in a single day, found herself
disqualified just 24 hours after her semi-
final victory. The controversy stems from
the fact that it is highly improbable for an
experienced athlete like Vinesh to gain 100
grams of weight in such a short period,
leading many to suspect foul play. This sus-
picion casts a shadow over the transparen-
cy and fairness of the Olympic Games,
prompting Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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PM Modi congratulates Muhammad Yunus, expresses
concerns over the plight of minorities in Bangladesh

men, have the right to make
decisions about their person-
al and professional lives.
However, these constitutional
rights do not always translate
into practice, especially in
rural areas, where customary
and religious laws often over-
ride legal protections.
In rural India, where a signif-
icant percentage of the popu-
lation resides, gender equality
remains elusive. Here, rigid
customary practices contribute
to a skewed sex ratio, early
marriages, and limited educa-
tional opportunities for
women. Women are often
married off at a young age,
without receiving proper edu-
cation or being informed
about their rights. Even when
they are aware of their rights,
they frequently lack access to
opportunities for personal and
professional growth.
Legislation like the Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques
(PNDT) Act has helped
improve the sex ratio in India,
but the harsh reality remains
that many women face dis-
crimination in basic survival
needs. In many families,
women and girls eat last and
least, while boys and men are
given nutritionally rich diets.
Women who cook for their
families often do not cook for
themselves, and from a young
age, they are conditioned to
prioritize the needs and pref-
erences of men. The average
age at which an Indian woman

has her first child is 22 years,
but in rural areas, this age is
often much lower, with many
girls married off before they
turn 18. These young women
are not physically or mentally
prepared to handle the respon-
sibilities of marriage and fam-
ily life, making them vulnera-
ble to physical, sexual, and ver-
bal abuse for perceived failures
in their duties.
In urban households, gender
stereotypes are beginning to
shift, with men taking on
more household chores.
However, they are not held to
the same standards of diligence
and regularity as women. Most
women, regardless of age, class,
caste, or community, remain
vulnerable to domestic vio-
lence for reasons as trivial as
poorly prepared meals or
wearing a dress of their
choice—issues that men rarely
face.
One of the most fundamental
aspects of personal freedom is
the ability to exercise control
over one's body and sexuality.
Sadly, the right to make choic-
es about intimate relation-
ships, whether or when to have
a child, and the use of contra-
ception is still denied to many
women in India. According to
a survey, a significant percent-
age of women aged 18-49
have experienced forced sex or
sexual abuse at least once in
their lives. This gendered
expression of power has severe
consequences for the mental

and emotional well-being of
women, who are often reluc-
tant to share their ordeals.
Despite advancements in
healthcare, many Indian
women do not enjoy the right
to health. In conservative set-
tings, cultural norms discour-
age men from addressing the
health needs of their female
family members, and women
themselves often do not recog-
nize or report health issues.
The presence of male doctors
in rural areas further restricts
women from undergoing nec-
essary examinations and
checkups.
The literacy gap between men
and women in India remains
significant, particularly in rural
areas where deeply entrenched
gender norms discourage girls
from pursuing education. Girls
are often pushed into work at
a much earlier age than boys,
with little or no control over
their earnings. Even in urban
settings, working women are
often not financially indepen-
dent, either bearing the burden
of family expenses or having
no say in how their money is
spent. Achieving gender equal-
ity in India requires a funda-
mental shift in attitudes among
both men and women. Only
through such changes can the
goal of true gender equality be
realized.
(The writer is assistant profes-
sor at Sri Guru Gobind Singh
College of Commerce, DU;
views are personal)

Gender rights and
reality: Bridging the gap

Gender equality is not
just a fundamental
human right but a
crucial component
of a peaceful, cohe-

sive, and sustainable world. It
demands equal opportunities,
treatment, and access to resources
for all individuals, regardless of
gender. Historically, women have
faced discrimination on multiple
fronts, from limited educational
opportunities to restricted partic-
ipation in decision-making
processes. However, after years of
struggle, women today have made
significant strides, becoming
prominent members of the work-
force and key decision-makers in
various fields. This progress aligns
with the goals set by 193 countries
that signed the Beijing Platform
for Action, the most comprehen-
sive global plan to eliminate sys-
temic barriers and achieve
women's human rights across
social, economic, political, and
environmental domains.
Since the adoption of the Beijing
Platform, much has been
achieved. Women now serve as
heads of state, entrepreneurs,
educators, scientists, judges, and
administrators, excelling in many
unconventional careers. 
This paints a promising picture of
the progress toward gender equal-
ity. However, a closer examination
of statistics from government
reports, non-governmental orga-
nizations, and local surveys
reveals a grim reality: significant
challenges remain. 
This is particularly true in India,
a country where women have his-
torically been revered as goddess-
es and have played crucial roles
as scholars, rulers, and warriors.
Despite this rich history, modern
India continues to struggle with
deeply entrenched gender
inequalities.
India, in the 21st century, is a
country with progressive laws and
robust institutions rooted in its
Constitution. The Indian
Constitution, one of the world's
finest legal documents, guarantees
equal rights for men and women.
Rights such as personal liberty,
freedom of speech and expres-
sion, free movement and associ-
ation, and the freedom to choose
one’s residence and occupation all
imply that Indian women, like

Economics should not be politicised 

ONE OF THE MOST
FUNDAMENTAL

ASPECTS OF
PERSONAL FREEDOM

IS THE ABILITY TO
EXERCISE CONTROL

OVER ONE'S BODY
AND SEXUALITY.

SADLY, THE RIGHT
TO MAKE CHOICES

ABOUT INTIMATE
RELATIONSHIPS,

WHETHER OR WHEN
TO HAVE A CHILD,

AND THE USE OF
CONTRACEPTION IS

STILL DENIED TO
MANY WOMEN IN

INDIA

The role of technology in
driving financial literacy

T
his refers to the editorial “Finance Minister
yields” (Aug 8). Facing a backlash from the
people, Members within NDA and the

Opposition over changes to the property trans-
action taxation, the Finance Minister has given
some concession to home owners, by way of two
options. The tax payers can now choose to cal-
culate their tax on long term capital gains either
at 12.5% without indexation under the new
scheme or at 20% with indexation under the old
scheme. This is akin to income tax options. She

also stated in her speech on reduction in the
income tax on annual income of Rs. 15 lakh. But
the budget is not only taxes, it deals with devel-
opment of the people as well as the country.
People are burdened with high GST rates and fuel
prices, no relief in them as they have cascading
effect on overall inflation, which affects the poor
most. On one hand government provides free
ration & electricity to poor, on the other hand they
are burdened with high taxes which nullify the for-
mer. FM did not mention about decreasing the fis-
cal deficit, decreasing the borrowings, increasing
foreign investment in the country, boosting
employment generation, rationalizing the freebies
& subsidies that are affecting economy etc. which
are equally important components of a budget.
Development of the country should be the high
priority in the budget and it should not be com-
promised by keeping people happy. 

Dr O Prasad Rao  | Hyderabad

GURDEEP KAUR

YUVRAJ A THAKKAR

With the power to democratise financial literacy, it can bring
people from every stratum of society onto a level playing field

Gender equality in India remains a distant dream, as deep-rooted gender norms
continue to impede the nation's progress towards women emancipation
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There is enough scientif-
ic evidence to validate
that the mind, body, and

soul are interconnected on a
subtle level. This connection
influences our thoughts and
emotions, hence, our physical
reality and our physical state
impact our mental health and
processes. 
True health is signified by a
harmonious balance between
mind and body. Even a minor
imbalance can lead to a range
of issues, from physical illness-
es and mental health chal-
lenges to a sense of unfulfill-
ment with oneself and life.As
per the WHO, nearly 80% of
mental health cases arise in
low- and middle-income
countries. 
Conditions like depression
and anxiety affect approxi-
mately 9% of the world’s pop-

ulation and account for over
10% of years lived with disabil-
ities. 
The Drawbacks of
Traditional Approaches
Pharmaceutical treatments
have long been a cornerstone
of mental healthcare, aiding in
the management of severe
cases and stabilisation. These
targeted therapies address spe-
cific disease mechanisms
based on biomarkers, leading
to more personalised treat-

ment. Medical technology
advancements enhance the
efficacy of these treatments
and improve patient outcomes.
However, the reliance on med-
ication alone often overlooks
the holistic nature of mental
well-being.
Embracing Integrative
Health Approaches
Integrative health approaches,
particularly those rooted in
Indian Knowledge Systems
such as yogic modalities, offer
a promising complement to
traditional pharmaceutical
treatments. 
A combination of breathwork
and meditative protocols helps
individuals penetrate a height-
ened state of non-judgemen-
tal awareness. They enable a
physiological state of rest and
digestion or relaxation, which
is opposite to the flight-or-fight

stress response. This inter-
ruption in the stress response
helps foster a sense of balance
and union between the mind
and body.
Yogic practices are also under-
pinned by a few principles: The
human body is a holistic enti-
ty comprising various interre-
lated dimensions inseparable
from one another. The health
or illness of any one dimension
affects the others. Secondly,
every individual’s needs are
unique and must be
approached with tailored prac-
tices that acknowledge this
individuality. 
Yogic modalities empower
individuals: to be their heal-
ers, actively engaging in their
journey toward health, and
fostering autonomy. Also, the
quality and state of an individ-
ual's mind are crucial to heal-

ing. A positive mind-state
accelerates healing, while a
negative mind-state can pro-
long it.
The Science Behind the
Practice: A consistent yogic
practice has been shown to
alleviate depression, leading to
significant increases in sero-
tonin levels and decreases in
monoamine oxidase, an
enzyme that breaks down neu-
rotransmitters and cortisol.
Yoga-based interventions also

help manage depressive disor-
ders, stress, and anxiety by
inhibiting the sympathetic area
of the hypothalamus. This
inhibition optimizes the body's
responses to stressful stimuli
and restores autonomic regu-
latory reflex mechanisms asso-
ciated with stress. Moreover,
yogic practices inhibit areas
responsible for fear, aggressive-
ness, and rage, while stimulat-
ing the pleasure centres in the
brain, resulting in a state of
bliss and reduced anxiety.
Regular practitioners of yoga
and meditation experience
lower heart rates, respiratory
rates, blood pressure, and car-
diac output.
Broader Health Benefits:
Beyond mental well-being,
yogic protocols improve car-
diorespiratory performance,
psychological profiles, and

plasma melatonin levels. It
significantly reduces systolic
and diastolic blood pressure,
mean arterial pressure, and
orthostatic tolerance. Yoga
also enhances cardiovascular
efficiency and homeostatic
control, leading to better auto-
nomic balance, respiratory
performance, and overall well-
being. Studies have shown
that yoga-based lifestyle mod-
ifications can even aid in the
regression of coronary lesions
and improve myocardial per-
fusion in patients with coro-
nary artery disease (CAD).
Integrating Yoga into
Modern Healthcare: An inte-
grated approach to mental
health care leverages insights
from traditional Indian knowl-
edge systems, combining phar-
maceutical treatments with
non-pharmaceutical medita-

tive practices. This synergy not
only addresses the immediate
symptoms but also promotes
long-term recovery and well-
being. As we navigate the
complexities of modern life, it’s
crucial to embrace the wisdom
of ancient practices. By inte-
grating yoga and other non-
invasive approaches into our
mental health toolkit, we can
achieve a balanced state where
the mind and body work in
harmony. The road to mental
well-being doesn’t have to be
paved with pills alone; some-
times, it’s as simple as finding
our breath and grounding
ourselves in practices that con-
nect us to our core. 

(The writer is mental health
researcher and the founder of

Yoga of Immortals (YOI)
meditative program; views

are personal)
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movement which demanded that
Bengali along with Urdu, and not
the latter alone, should become
Pakistan’s official language, and
not Urdu alone, which Pakistan’s
ruling establishment, based in West
Pakistan, wanted. Defying police
repression, the movement peaked
on February, 21, 1952, when there
was a country-wide general strike.
Police firing led to the deaths of four
students, whose names—Rafiq,
Barkat, Jabbar and Salam—shine
prominently in Bangladesh’s mar-
tyrs’ pantheon. The movement
continued to swell and compelled
Pakistan’s acceptance of both
Bengali and Urdu as the country’s
official language. Again, students
were at the forefront of the move-
ment against General Ayub Khan’s
coup in 1958 and establishment of
a military dictatorship, whose char-
acter could not be disguised by the
fraudulent representative govern-
ment introduced on March 23,
1962.
Students also played a prominent
role in the liberation struggle
against Pakistan’s colonial rule,
which explains the Pakistan Army’s
savage attacks on the campus and
hostels of Dhaka and other univer-
sities on the night of its notorious
crackdown, codenamed Operation
Searchlight, killing hundreds of stu-
dents, on the night of March 25,
1971. Finally, there was the massive
Shahbag Square movement in
Dhaka (February-May 2013)
demanding death penalty to the
war criminals of 1971. The govern-
ment agreed to move the
International Crimes Tribunal, set
up by an amendment in 2009 to the
International Crimes (Tribunals)
Act, 1973, to investigate and pros-
ecute personnel of the Pakistan
Army and Razakars, Al-Badr and
Al-Shams, accused of committing
genocide during the 1971 liberation
war.
Given all this, Hasina should have

tried to diffuse the latest movement
at the beginning. Be that as it may,
what now in Bangladesh? What
should India do now? Things do
not look good. Hindu temples,
including the emblematic
Dhakeshwari temple, from which
Dhaka derives its name, have been
attacked and vandalised. Hindus
shops, business establishments and
homes, have been attacked, a Hindu
municipal councillor aligned with
the Awami League, has been killed.
Many have been injured. Women
have been assaulted. 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s statues
have been pulled down and/or
vandalised. Awami League minis-
ters, leaders and activists are under
attack, as are many of their homes
and establishments. In Khulna,
three persons, including an Awami
League functionary, Mohsin Reza,
have been lynched. Film producer
Selim Khan, who made a movie on
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s life, has
been murdered along with his son,
Shanto Khan. A hotel owned by an
Awami League politician was set
ablaze, causing 24 deaths, in
Jashore. The house of Mashrafe
Mortaza, Awami League MP and
former Bangladesh test cricketer,
has been destroyed.
These are just a few instances indi-
cating the kind of open season that
has been declared on the minori-
ties, supporters of the Awami
League and civil society elements
opposed to Islamist fundamental-
ists. The question is whether things
will improve or become worse.
Much would depend on whether
the interim government, headed by
Nobel laureate, Muhammad Yunus,
is able to establish order, or whether
supporters of the BJel, BICS and
Ansar al-Islam, who are behind the
current violence along with sections
of Begum Khaleda Zia-led
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), are contained or allowed to
escalate their campaign of vio-

lence and terror.
Yunus is neither a fundamentalist
nor known for his pathological
hatred for India. The backgrounds
of some of his colleagues, howev-
er, raise questions. The Army’s
role is of critical importance. The
report that it is being purged of
those perceived to be pro-Sheikh
Hasina, should worry those who
want a peaceful, democratic and
tolerant Bangladesh. Looking
beyond the interim government, of
critical importance is how free
and fair are the parliamentary elec-
tions, that would have to be held
now that Bangladesh’s national
parliament has been dissolved.
New Delhi is rightly watchful. The
BNP-Jamaat-led coalition govern-
ment ruling Bangladesh from
2001to 2006, was pathologically
hostile to India and actively shel-
tered and armed the secessionist
groups active in the north-eastern
parts of this country. A hostile
Bangladesh, engaged in a repeat
performance, is not what New
Delhi wants. 
Meanwhile, External Affairs’
Minister, S. Jaishankar, has said that
he does not rule out the machina-
tions of a foreign hand behind the
Bangladesh developments. Given
his official position, he has to be cir-
cumspect with his words. But it is
prima facie clear that Pakistan’s ISI,
and perhaps even China, have
been involved.
Pakistan, which is having serious
problems with the Taliban which it
had once wet-nursed, and China,
which has its troubles with
Islamists, should remember
William S. Baring-Gould’s limerick,
“There was a young lady of Riga/
Who went for a ride on a tiger/
They returned from the ride/ With
the lady inside/ And a smile on the
face of the tiger.”

(The author is Consulting Editor,
The Pioneer. The views expressed

are personal)

The turmoil in Bangladesh, which
led to Sheikh Hasina’s resignation
as prime minister and departure
to India, raises two questions.
Why could she not prevent it?

What lies ahead for Bangladesh and India?
She should have reached out to the students-
-trying to win over the bulk of them who
are moderates, and isolating the Islamist
fundamentalist extremists--before their
Anti-Discrimination Students’ Movement
(ADSM), had snowballed. She could have
argued that her government did away with
30 per cent reservation for the descendants
of the freedom fighters of the 1971 libera-
tion war in 2018, which was their demand
to start with.  Bangladesh’s High Court
restored it following a petition by several
descendants. Indeed, her government had
appealed to the Supreme Court against the
High Court’s order.
In fact, the appellate division of the
Supreme Court had, on July 21, 2024,
ordered the allocation of 93% of govern-
ment jobs on the basis of merit, reserving
five per cent for freedom fighters and their
descendants, and one per cent each for
tribes, the differentially abled and sexual
minorities. There could have been two rea-
sons for the agitation continuing even after
that. First, the rancour created by the gov-
ernment’s harsh response to the agitation,
which had led to a large number of deaths
of students and others, was too great for the
students to call a halt. They now wanted
Sheikh Hasina’s resignation.  Second,
Islamist terrorist organisations like Ansar
al-Islam, linked to Al-Qaeda in the Indian
Sub-continent (AQIS) and Jama’at-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB), as well as
the Bangladesh Jama’at-e-Islami (BJeI)and
its students’ wing, Bangladesh Islami
Chhatra Shibir (BICS), closely tied to
them, had joined the movement and tried
to steer it to serve their own  agenda—oust-
ing Hasina and the Awami League
Government, and installing  a fundamen-
talist Islamist and pathologically anti-India
dispensation in its place.
Sheikh Hasina knew all this, and should also
have known the convulsive impact students’
movement has in Bangladesh on at least
four occasions. The first was the language
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A
huge change has come about in Dhaka where an interim govern-
ment, headed by the microfinance banker to the poor Muhammad
Yunus assuming charge and, predictably, platitudinous commit-
ments to uphold, support and protect the constitution have been

expressed.
Diplomatic courtesy was extended in India wishing the senior

Bangladesh public figure who nearly started a political party years ago at
the behest of the Army and was later hounded by former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina who is currently in India awaiting a passage to a sanctum
in Europe.

In welcoming Mr Yunus to Dhaka’s seat of power, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi stressed that the safety of the Hindus, facing attacks in
places all over Bangladesh, and of other minority communities be ensured.
This statement, with the emphasis on Hindus, had to be made as huge con-
cerns have arisen over the well-being of the members of minority commu-
nities, particularly the Hindus, because Bangladesh was in the throes of
limitless violence.

Awami League members have been primarily targeted with some of them
meeting a horrible fate like being done to death by arson set off by the
mobs. But it is the Hindus who may be facing the probability of a contin-
ued pogrom carried out by extreme radical elements like the Islamic party
Jamaat even after conditions settle down once the interim government
takes control and restores law and order.

Conspiracy theories may abound about which world powers, or their
proxies, were behind the student movement snowballing into an uncon-
trollable stir led by a rampaging mob ready to strike down the Prime
Minister at her home. The fact remains that Sheikh Hasina fled for fear of
her life, with family members pressuring her not to stay and risk the fate
that befell her father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who liberated Bangladesh
from Pakistan, and many of his family members.

The major challenge ahead for the interim government is to ensure that
killings of Awami League members and the minorities do not keep occur-
ring. While the adviser and head of the 17-member Cabinet may have
immediately ascribed the killing of members of the minority communities
to a conspiracy, restoring public order with the help of the Army, the
police forces and student volunteers is the first task he must address as the
world frets over loss of lives.

Evidence is emerging that an emboldened Jamaat, sidelined by Sheikh
Hasina in her push for a state leaning to the secular as opposed to a reli-
gion-dominated society like Pakistan, stepped into the chaos of student
protests focussed on job quotas, along with members of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party to further mobilise the popular movement against her.

A poll cannot be far away and the prospect of the return of BNP, led by
her son Tarique Rahman as an ageing Khaleda Zia may not be able to
return to the centre of Bangladesh politics, is not to be ruled out. India,
which had committed itself fully to Sheikh Hasina’s rule as she was his-
torically a close ally in the region, may have to reset ties with a not
insignificant trading partner country while ensuring that it can handle the
possible security threats posed by radical elements.
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As Yunus takes charge, Modi
flags anxiety over minorities

T
he kadwa Paris
Olympics daal
has left an
unpleasant after-
taste… quel 

dommage!
The fiasco of started with

the washed-out opening
ceremony, which had sev-
eral French Can-Can knick-
ers in a twist. First off, grey
Parisian skies rained on
the parade, as a galaxy of
glittering rain-soaked glob-
al athletes floated down the
Seine on barges. The Indian
contingent stood out, look-
ing depressingly drab,
dressed in ill-fitting shabby
outfits that screamed
“Third World”. Personally,
I loved how daring, risqué
and imaginative the
French were, when they
dramatically broke all the
previous opening ceremo-
ny rules. Merci beaucoup
for doing away with the
standard (and very boring)
marchpast of athletes
strolling casually inside a
stadium, idly waving
national flags. But once the
watching world was done
with bitching out the crazy
elements of the presenta-
tion (excuse me, folks, but
that wasn’t a parody of Da
Vinci’s iconic Last Supper,
but a tableau of a Greek
bacchanalian scene with
Dionysus, the god of wine,
at a “feast of the gods”).
Alas, the creative French
effort turned into a real-life
Greek tragedy.

By then, the cauldron of
bouillon was bubbling
over, as nitpickers found
fault with everything!

For us back home, the asli
Greek tragedy revolved
around 100 grams of heart-
break as Vinesh Phogat
was disqualified at the nth
hour from fighting for a
gold in her wrestling event
finals, despite all efforts by
her vigilant team. India
went into deep shock, as
disheartened fans looked
for convincing explana-
tions. Conspiracy theories
were widely circulated by
those insisting Vinesh was

victimised by her own
countrymen, for taking on
her politically well-con-
nected tormentor, Brij
Bhushan, who controls the
dark, dirty, dangerous and
highly lucrative world of
wrestling. Vinesh became a
desi Joan of Arc as a hyper-
emotional nation made her
an overnight superhero, a
martyr. Thank God for the
sobriety, wisdom and digni-
ty of her uncle and coach
Mahavir Phogat, who si-
lenced critics and reduced
many to tears when he
declared he would prepare
his niece for the next
Olympics. Her emotional
retirement speech (“Kushti
won, I lost”) will reverber-
ate for years to come. She
has got a permanent place
in history as a powerful
symbol of immense
courage. For millions of her
supporters in India, the
missed medal only added to
her aura. Vinesh’s “worth”
far exceeds 100 kg of gold in
our hearts. Those maamuli
100 grams that changed her
destiny will be suitably
avenged.

The closing ceremony on
Sunday may spring more
shocks than surprises. The
French have had the time
to fix major cultural faux
pas, as the Games shift to
Los Angeles in 2028. But
this is as good a time as any
for the IOA to review all
that is amiss and has gone
awry in Paris this year.
Similarly, India would do
well to undertake a detailed
exercise examining why a
country of 1.4 billion can-
not bring back more than a
paltry five medals! We have
remarkable athletes, an
entire roster of potential
medal-winners. And yet,
despite enjoying world-
class training facilities, we
cannot deliver: killer
instinct is lapataa. In the
old days our excuse was a
lack of funds. It’s not so
today. While I vehemently
disagree with Prakash
Padukone belittling
Lakshya Sen’s perfor-

mance, Padukone did make
a few valid points about the
far superior conditions
today’s athletes enjoy.
There’s no paucity of funds!
Then it must be a paucity of
sound policies that derails
us, what with pompous,
mediocre, power-crazed of-
ficials in their comfortable
offices, lording it over ath-
letes sweating it out in the
sporting arena. I remember
my tweet on “khaali haat”
and “selfies” during the Rio
Olympics, when India
struggled to win two
medals despite sending 118
players. I was massacred
and slammed by those who
assumed my tweet was
aimed at our hard-working,
committed athletes! It was
not! I was in attack mode
against the bloated number
of babus, freeloaders, pile-
ons, who are always a part
of the Indian contingent.
What role do these people
play? Do we need them?
How brazenly they jump on
to the bandwagon and treat
the Olympics like a paid
picnic. Besharams!

Whether it’s Vinesh or
Neeraj Chopra, it’s easy for
us, sitting in India, to damn
those competing fiercely
thousands of miles away.
Critics who’ve never run 20
meters in their lives are the
first to diss athletes when
they lose. The most gra-
cious voice from India is
Saroj Devi’s, when she
applauded the golden
throw by a Pakistani con-
struction worker’s son,
who beat Neeraj, her own
son, saying: “Arshad
Nadeem is also our child”.

Vinesh has appealed
against her disqualification
and demanded a silver.
This is only fair! The CAS
(Court of Arbitration for
Sport) verdict is awaited, at
the time of writing. If it’s a
silver, so be it. Vinesh has
sweated blood for it.

Strange. The heart-rend-
ing story of a female grap-
pler being denied a shot at
winning gold swept aside
every other Breaking News
— including the carnage in
Bangladesh. Even the
meme factory swiftly shift-
ed from “Ek Hasina Thi…
Ek Diwana” jokes, to focus
on Vinesh and express sup-
port, the exciting live
Olympics coverage on Jio
Cinema ensured bloody
wars in Gaza and Ukraine
took a back seat as we
remained glued to a differ-
ent sort of action in Paris.
That’s how “deep” or “shal-
low” our concerns are.

Back to Bangladesh…
India has never read the
neighbourhood right. As
we approach yet another
Independence Day on
August 15, perhaps we can
brutally examine why we
antagonize everyone. The
Bangladeshis don’t like us.
They don’t trust us. We
share a 4,096-km border
with Bangladesh. But
India’s Big Bully attitude
has always backfired.
While Hasina cools her
heels as our mehmaan, let’s
see how warmly the
shrewd Muhammad Yunus
negotiates future engage-
ments with Delhi, given
our thanda relationship
over the years. Yunus is a
master tactician, more than
capable of juggling the
Chinese, Americans and
Pakistanis, while pretend-
ing to get into bed with
India. Very few political
watchers are buying into
the story of infuriated stu-
dents toppling Hasina’s
government all on their
own. The deadly mob vio-
lence unleashed appears to
have been masterminded
by ace international agen-
cies intent on keeping the
region on the boil.

Till peace and order are
fully restored, Dhaka and
New Delhi can figure out a
working relationship, with
less empty bak bak and
more constructive talk.
Meanwhile, S. Jaishan-
karji… do consider a long-
ish chai break. Let the 84-
year-old Nobel laureate
next door do his job, with-
out a meddlesome Big Bro-
ther interfering. His coun-
try. His people. His rules.

Instagram handle
@ShobhaaDe; Twitter 

handle @DeShobhaa

VINESH MUST FIGHT ON

Vinesh Phogat was dis-
qualified from the Paris
Olympics because she
was overweight by 100
grams.  Now she has
announced her retirement
from wrestling, which is
shocking.  She had put in
a tremendous effort to
reach the final.  Her dis-
qualification is unfortu-
nate.   But her efforts
should not go in vain.  She
should reconsider her
decision and gift India
with a gold medal in the
2028 LA Olympics as
revenge. 

N. R. Ramachandran
Chennai

India would do well
to undertake a
detailed exercise
examining why a
country of 1.4 
billion cannot bring
back more than a
paltry five medals!
We have an entire
roster of potential
medal-winners.

No mangal in this dangal:
How India blew it in Paris

The granting of bail by the Supreme Court to Manish Sisodia, former deputy
CM of Delhi, is to be welcomed even if such an order seemed long overdue.
That he was released on the same day soon after the bail order was given

mitigates somewhat a curiously long incarceration with several appeals for bail.
Even if the accusation that he was one of the principal conspirators in corrup-

tion and money laundering cases is granted, it stood to reason that he had to be
given bail and asked to stand trial when charges were brought against him.

The fact that the ED and CBI failed to start trials against him in court in 17
months betrayed the fact that the process of imprisonment, in the absence of a
speedy trial in the Delhi excise scam case relating to a changed policy that was
later abandoned, was being used for persecution.

It must be said that a person being jailed for such a long period without the
courts following through on the oft stated principle that bail should be the norm
and not jail, despite multiple appeals in various courts, meant that the speed of
justice delivery does not appear to be quick either.

The provisions of the PMLA Act may be strict, even draconian, in the matter
of the accused having to prove he is not guilty. Even so, there is a place for courts
to grant bail and ask the prosecuting agencies to speed up the process by bring-
ing the cases to trial.

The whole process of investigating financial scams must be more thorough
and forensically credible rather than being fishing expeditions based on “he
said” and “she said” kind of evidence that will barely stand scrutiny in a court
of law. The court said as much while stressing that it would be a travesty of jus-
tice if the investigating agencies try to take the Sisodia matter back to trial
court.

Given the nature of the crime alluded to and the alleged conspirators being
prominent political leaders, may we be emboldened to suggest that the Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal also be enlarged on regular bail. His continuing
presence in jail is another blot on a dispensation that apparently targets politi-
cal opponents.

Bail for Sisodia long overdue

Mobs rampage in
UK after murder

of 3 kids: But why
talk of ‘civil war’?

LETTERS

“O Bachchoo, where did it all go wrong?
When you thought you were justified all the way

along?
Beholders, though, have different eyes and

thoughts
And fantasies they say they can even prove in

courts!
— A million protests done — nothing more to say
— And now it’s dusk, the trees deserted, the crows

have flown away!
Who fear the dark will now kneel down and pray
O, Bachchoo yes, your dark hair has 

gradually turned grey…”

— From Insaanity, by Bachchoo

T
hree children, the youngest just six years
old, were brutally murdered, eight more
and their two guardians injured at a dance
class featuring the music of Taylor Swift.

The killer was a 17-year-old wielding a scimitar in
the residential street of the northern English town
of Southport.

Purportedly in reaction, from the Midlands,
Yorkshire, Lancashire and even Belfast in
Northern Ireland, gangs of rioters have caused
havoc — minor when viewed sub specie aeternitatis
— but nasty — and, in their specific focus, even
“un-British”.

The Southport slaughter was the work of a young
black man born in the UK whose parents were
legal refugees from Rwanda. Though the police
had identified him, they didn’t publicly state that

he was a Muslim.
His motive for murdering the three young girls

at a dance class — if such a deed can even have
what we classify as a “motive” — has not been
declared. There is some evidence that he was in
some way associated with the Taylor Swift 
dance class.

Gentle reader, there is no response appropriate
to the atrocity. The city of Southport mourned the
loss of these utter, utter innocents. And then the
nasty forces that have lain mostly dormant in
Britain’s rat-holes emerged.

In 10 or so cities, mobs of a few hundred attacked
mosques and attempted to set fire to them. In
Tamworth and Rotherham, the mobs gathered out-
side low-cost hotels which the government has req-
uisitioned to house asylum seekers, smashing
their windows, attempting to set fire to the build-
ings and even to enter them with, undoubtedly,
sinister purpose.

In several incidents, isolated individuals were
picked on by these mobs for appearing to have
brown skin. In Hull in north-west England, a car
with three Asian-looking men was cornered, the
occupants pulled out and assaulted.

Mosques? Asylum-seekers’ refuges? Brown
skins? Yes, gentle reader, you’ve gathered the fact
that these mobs were people who were deter-
minedly attacking Muslims, Muslim communities
and asylum-seeking migrants or refugees.

The police confronted these mobs in every city
where they gathered and encountered them as
they burnt cars, dustbins and attacked police cor-

dons with bottles, stones and sticks. The police con-
trolled the mobs. They have made 400 arrests —
and counting.

Prime Minister Keirji, home secretary Yvette
Cooper and other Cabinet members are watching
the situation and are confident that the police have
it in hand.

Nevertheless, an American fellow, a billionaire
called Elon Musk, who owns Twitter, has used that
platform to say that Britain is “on the brink of 
civil war!”

I wonder if this Musk has an Amazon book
account. I’m sure he can read and should catch up
on the American “Civil War” and maybe even
Cromwell’s British “civil war”. The only reason I
allude to Musk’s illiterate nonsense is because Sir
Keir Starmer’s office has condescended to respond,
in some small way, to it.

It has, incidentally, made me wonder about the
distinction between revolutions and “civil wars”.
The Bolsheviks and Mao’s putsch were revolutions
as they overthrew regimes. Cromwell chopped off
Stuart’s head and was a revolution, though it’s his-
torically known as a civil war. Abraham Lincoln’s
fight with the southern states in America to abol-
ish slavery is probably most appropriately called a
civil war. So, get reading Elon!

The mobs causing fringe mayhem in Britain’s
cities today are not aiming to replace the Labour
government. No revolution, no civil war.

These are foolish, some Nazi-saluting, “far-right”
delusionists, sheep who have been shepherded
into rioting by social media calls to attack British

Muslims and asylum-seekers because some of
them have been sold the myth, through right-wing
“influencers”, that the presence of Muslims and
asylum-seekers on British soil led to the murder of
the innocents.

So, who is propagating this social media instiga-
tion to riot? One culprit is a convicted right-winger
called Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, who calls himself
“Tommy Robinson” and is at present living safely
in Cyprus. He led a “fascistic” group called the
English Defence League and is now certainly (yes,
I have proof! And he makes no secret of it) in the
pay of the Israeli state. He has urged his few
British thousand-or-more supporters to launch the
riots against Muslims.

Some of these supporters are just pathetic, delud-
ed poor — (victims of 14 years of Tory rule?) look-
ing for people other than those who control social
and economic policy, to blame. The rest are dedi-
cated right-wingers who haven’t understood that
British history indicates that they’ve never won.

Think Oswald Mosley, who made headlines and
fell into oblivion? Then Enoch Powell, who con-
cocted a racial platform and was exiled to
Northern Ireland when no significant populace
joined him on it. And even now, check noisy Nigel
Farage — a virtual loser with his xenophobic
game.

Even with my brown skin (er… khaki?) I shall
boldly walk the streets.

I’ve heard the fellow Musk wants to start inter-
galactic travel — so, good luck on Mars, Elon dear
— and… er… stay there?

Subhani

Farrukh
Dhondy

WEIGHT THROWS
PHOGAT 
Haryana’s courageous daughter
Vinesh Phogat gave a brilliant per-
formance in the Olympics and
reached the finals which she could
not contest but she is a champion for
all of us. The Haryana government
has taken a decision that she will
receive all honour like a medallist.
According to the government’s
sports policy, Rs 6 crore is given to
Olympic gold medallists, silver
medallists are given Rs 4 crore, and
bronze medal winners receive Rs 2.5
crore.

CK Subramaniam
Chennai

SIMPLE LIVING
An ardent patriot, brilliant orator
and able organiser, besides being a
gifted writer and poet, the late leader
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya epito-
mised the principles of simple liv-
ing, high thinking and wide reading.
Bhattacharya who was entrusted
with onerous task of continuing the
Jyoti Basu legacy was a practitioner
of pragmatic politics who reshaped
the image of CPI(M) from its tradi-
tional Stalinist moorings to ideologi-
cal flexibility.  As a CM, he was
focused on economic reforms based
on an investor-friendly approach
and seeking to attract capital to the
state.  Like Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev, he was a victim of the
very reforms he unleashed. 

B. Suresh Kumar
Coimbatore

Cabbages &
Kings
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F
or the first time in my life, 
this year the mango became 
something more than just a 
(admittedly very exciting 
and consoling and sensu-

ous) gustatory experience, such that I 
almost ceased to regard it as an object of 
consumption.

My teacher was a mango tree, planted 
in the 1980s in the small yard outside the 
house that my parents built in Bhubanes-
war. Over the years I had come and gone 
many times without ever paying much 
heed to the parallel universe that it had 
created and sustained within its boughs. 
But now that I had a small library on the 
rooftop, every morning began with a few 
minutes within its aura, somehow both 
serene and ecstatic. I took to reading 
with its long green leaves gently rustling 
in the wind: fine music for the mornings. 
In January, thousands of small green 
flowers, packed into conical panicles, 
burgeoned on its branches. Slowly, their 
stalks turned a sindoori red—the colour 
of creativity and passion, revealing just 
why Kama is said to choose mango flow-
ers for his arrows. Squirrels, birds, cha-
meleons, bees, ants and spiders buzzed 
within its canopy, a small society of 
ardent arboreals.

When I plucked a tiny subsection of 
flowers and pressed down on it with my 
fingernail, the ethereal tart fragrance of 
kachchi kairi rose to my nose. A few 
weeks later, tiny green fruit began to 
appear on the stalks. Whenever I left for 
a few days and returned, they had 
plumped out a bit more, dangling in small 
clusters, fed by fragrant sap running up 
from roots 70ft away.

Slowly they began to ripen. Their sun-
facing sides turned yellow first: a daily 
demonstration of how heat and light from 
a faraway star metamorphose into life and 
colour and taste here on earth. In April 
and May, after three months of fruition, 
they became ripe and began to fall all 
around the house to the great delight of 
passersby. Their heads and shoulders 
were stained by sap. I only ate a few. I 
didn’t want to. Watery and much less 
complex than the best mango varietals, 
they had nevertheless proved to be a reve-
lation of all the wonders of life.

Perhaps the only way to make the entire 
cycle more mangivorous would have been 
to spend those mornings reading Mangif-
era Indica, Sopan Joshi’s exuberant and 
magisterial survey of the influence of the 
mango over Indian life and thought. 

Joshi’s basic thesis, which he illustrates 
with infectious verve and detail, is that to 
us subcontinentals, the mango is much 
more than a fruit, it is an entire culture: a 
path back to childhood, an emblem of 
longing and desire and ecstasy, a non-ver-
bal code of civilisation and culture, a road-
way into myth and history.

Despite being so deeply embedded in 
our imaginations for millennia, there is 
something mysterious and elusive about 
the mango. For instance, there is the 
unpredictable way in which it propagates.

Mangoes grown from seed, or beeji 
mangoes, are very rarely “true to type”—
the seed of a gulab khas or imam pasand 
does not yield a tree that has the same kind 
of fruit—and need the aid of “kalmi” or 
grafting for mass-scale production for a 
consumer base as large as India’s. Again, 
there is the frequent disjunction between 
looks and taste: many of the best varietals 
are nondescript to the eye. There is a sense 
of insufficiency associated with mangoes, 
even when we can eat as many as we like. 
India is too big a country and the fruit too 
mercurial a personality for it to travel to 
distant markets. There will always be 
more varietals that we haven’t tasted than 
those that we have.

Among the lovely details that Joshi 
offers is that just like Indians themselves, 
south Indian varietals often do well when 
transplanted to the north, but the reverse 
is rarely true. Joshi sprinkles many such 
charming facts and references along his 
rambling journey (he drives a Harley 
Davidson to many far-flung mango 
orchards). In the seventh century CE, the 
Chinese traveller Hsüan Tsang travelled 

to Sarnath, where he mentions visiting a 
large vihara with a golden figure of a 
mango above the roof. “Buddha’s con-
cerns were universal and existential,” 
glosses Joshi. “He needed the kind of 
metaphors that turn abstract ideas into 
imaginable forms.”

In Jharkhand’s Chaibasa, Joshi meets 
Kunwar Singh Janko, a tribal in search of 
the land holdings of his ancestors in the sal 
forest. Two ways of identifying such lands 
are tombstones and old mango trees. Even 
Gandhi, who resisted the call of sensuality 
and temptation all his mature life, strug-

gled to eliminate mangoes from his diet. 
“We must get used to not treating it with 
so much affection,” he writes sternly in a 
letter from 1941. Mirza Ghalib would never 
have agreed. More than 35 kinds of mango 
are cited in his own letters. 

The mango also has an extensive litera-
ture of its own. Much of it is throwaway 
journalism; another large part comprises 
highly technical and dry scientific papers. 
So it’s worth focusing on where Joshi 
breaks new ground. Most writers on the 
mango (myself included) have only situ-
ated the mango within a human-centric 

history of taste; Joshi opens out the frame 
to locate it within a history of life itself. 
“The influence of fruit (on life) is very 
deep,” he writes, as he shows how plants 
and animals and human beings have 
co-evolved over tens of thousands of 
years. In this view of things, primates (the 
genus of living creatures which includes 
apes and human beings) developed colour 
vision to find the brightly coloured fruits 
of the tropical rainforest, the seeds of 
which in turn we dispersed far and wide—
sometimes across entire continents. (On 
my first morning in Brazil a few years ago, 
I came across a mango lying broken open 
on astone pathway on the island of Itapar-
ica. I picked it up and it smelled like no 
mango that had ever come my way—it had 
become Brazilian.)

“We do not like to see ourselves as pri-
mates shaped by fruiting trees,” Joshi 
writes. We would rather believe today that 
it is we humans who have shaped and 
ordered the world of the mango. But the 
long-historical record proves otherwise. 
“It was the plants that began hitting on 
animals,” Joshi writes—a fact we still 
acknowledge when we raise a mango to 
our noses to detect whether it is ripe. 
Thinking about mangoes in the widest 
possible frame requires that we “lift our-
selves out of human solipsism and join 
biology’s dance to the music of deep time.” 
At moments like this, Joshi’s writing 
approaches the ecstatic tremors found in 
the work of Stephen Jay Gould, David 
Quammen and Timothy Ferris.

The other noteworthy aspect of Joshi’s 
book is his insightful survey, based on 
extensive legwork and discussions with 
mango growers and traders (whom he 
allows to speak in their own voice), of the 
problems that plague the Indian mango 
industry. Most mango orchards in India, 
he notes, are not tended by their owners; 
many were acquired in the years after 
independence as a way of evading the 
strictures of the Land Ceiling Act. Today 
they are given out on contract, but an 
indifferent landlord never made for pro-
ductive and well-tended land. In contrast, 
the passion and sense of purpose and 
awareness of tradition found in the best 
mango growers is truly life-affirming. It is 
always a big claim to say of a book that it 
will still be read in a hundred years. But it 
is hard to imagine that there will ever be a 
better literary companion to the mango 
than Mangifera Indica.

Chandrahas Choudhury is the author of 
four books, including the novels Clouds and 
Days of My China Dragon.

A journey through a magical 

mangivorous world
Sopan Joshi’s life-affirming 
biography of the 
subcontinent’s much-
beloved fruit, the mango, 
is a classic of its kind

Many of the best varietals of mango are nondescript to the eye GETTY IMAGES

PAST 
PARTICIPLE
M A N U  S  

P I L L A I

H
istorically, treason anywhere in 
the world was often punished 
with death. But some cultures 

got rather creative in how they dished 
out the end.

The ancient Persians, for instance, 
developed a very sweet method. To 
start with, the person being eliminated 
was laid in a boat, while another sealed 
him from above, leaving only the head 
exposed. This wooden trap would then 
be covered with clay, looking on the 
face of it, like some species of spa treat-
ment. Except that what followed was 
torture, not therapy. It would begin 
with the individual being fed all kinds 
of things, including milk and honey. A 
lot of the latter was slathered over the 
head as well. The result was twofold: 
inside, copious quantities of diarrhoeal 
waste would collect, inviting rodents 
and worms, while outside, insects 
feasted on the convict’s helpless, rot-
ting face. Death took weeks to arrive. 
And when it did, it was to snatch away 
not a living human but a putrid, shiver-
ing mass of flesh.

For those engaged in games of power, 
political violence necessarily had to be 
spectacular. Order could not be threat-
ened, and if it were, the threat had to be 
quashed in style. Our own ancestors had 
prescriptions for this. The Arthasastra, 
for instance, frowns on challenges to 
authority. Anyone who foments revolts, 
attempts to snatch power, or to instigate 
disaffection is, it tells us, to be burnt 
alive “from head to foot”. This is for 
non-Brahmins, though; Brahmins were 
to be drowned. For those disclosing 

secrets to enemies, meanwhile, the 
punishment was to be “torn to pieces”. 
Of course, in practice it was possible to 
switch procedures. As late as the 19th 
century, a rebel leader in Kerala found 
his legs tied to elephants, which were 
thereafter prodded to run in opposite 
directions. The only reassuring detail 
about the episode is that the man was 
brave: asked by his snarky executioner 
how he was feeling just as the ripping 
began, he replied that it was like repos-
ing in a velvet bed.

Power was imperilled not just by 
external enemies but also rivals within. 
Muhammad bin Tughlaq in 14th cen-

tury Delhi, for example, had a cousin 
who challenged his succession. It took a 
while, but when this kinsman fell into 
the sultan’s hands, he was reportedly 
flayed. His flesh was cooked into biryani 
and sent to his wife and children, with 
another portion reserved for the impe-
rial elephants. (It is said they rejected 
the meal—the elephants, that is.) 

In 15th century Vijayanagara, simi-
larly, Devaraya II found a relative covet-
ing the throne. The latter had organised 
a house-warming party, inviting the 
king and his court. The court attended, 
and were killed, their screams con-
cealed by loud music. Devaraya himself 

did not show, however, so his frustrated 
cousin took a dagger to him. Luckily, 
the emperor survived; and carrying his 
would-be successor’s severed head, he 
mounted a horse and rode up and down 
the capital. It was a dramatic display of 
the fate awaiting all who wished the 
monarch ill.

Violence, though, could also be 
employed without death, as a signature 
move to inspire dread. Seventeenth 
century armies serving the Wadiyars of 
Mysore were widely feared, thus, due to 
a “predilection”, as the scholar Caleb 
Simmons put it, “for nose-cutting”. In 
some accounts, it was during battle that 

they chopped off noses, leaving their 
opponents mutilated for life. A 1649 
Kannada text, on the other hand, sug-
gests that it was after the enemy was 
defeated that its troops were lined up 
for nose-extraction. But the goal was the 
same: spreading fear of Mysore soldiers. 
Among Islamic rulers, meanwhile, 
blinding was popular. Potential claim-
ants for the throne, if they survived con-
tests for succession, were deprived of 
their eyes—and with this, of any right to 
the crown. Early in his reign, for 
instance, the Mughal emperor Jahangir 
blinded his son for trying to bypass him 
as king. Among the Bahmani sultans, 
even a nine-year-old lost his eyes—
though not an immediate threat, he had 
the misfortune of being considered a 
prospective one.

Then there was violence by surprise 
and subterfuge. The Akkadian king 
Rimush was a grand conqueror and all 
that, until murdered by “killer scribes” 
in what was, to quote British historian 
Simon Sebag Montefiore, “the first 
death by bureaucracy” some 4,500 
years ago. 

Closer to our own time and place, a 
sultan in Bijapur was murdered by 
“handsome eunuchs” who had “excited 
his perverse attention”. Where the 
man—a poet, bibliophile, and warrior—
went in hoping for a good time, he 
ended the night in a bloody puddle. Poi-
son too was deployed. Legend has it that 
a Gujarati sultan was, from infancy, 
given micro-doses by mummy to build 
up immunity and protect against plot-
ters. And in the 1870s, a widowed and 
pregnant maharani of Baroda found her 
fruits injected with nefarious substan-
ces by a conniving brother-in-law. The 
man was charged later—unconvin-
cingly though—with seeking to also get 
rid of a hectoring British official by mix-
ing diamond dust and arsenic into the 
white man’s sherbet.

Punishment for domestic indisci-
pline in political settings could also be 

ugly. In Jahangir’s day, foreigners 
reported the case of a woman caught in 
flagrante with a court eunuch—a 
breach of harem rules. She was buried 
until the armpits and left to die in the 
heat, but only after being made to 
watch her lover’s execution. Some-
times, though, things went awry. In 
18th century Ikkeri, a childless royal 
couple adopted an heir. When the king 
died, his widowed queen took a slave-
lover. As the adoptee resented this, the 
rani sensed a threat, moving to pre-
empt it. The new ruler was put to death 
either by strangulation during his bath 
or buried alive by a toilet attendant-
cum-assassin. The widow moved on 
and adopted a second heir. This time, 
though, she shrewdly kept power with 
herself. It is a different matter that soon 
Hyder Ali of Mysore annexed the state. 
And some say the lady’s life came to an 
end when she attempted to murder her 
captor next.

The past, then, was a breathtakingly 
violent place, particularly in proximity 
to power. One day you could be living a 
life of luxury, only to find yourself sewn 
into animal skin the next, and left to suf-
focate. You might be a minister, with a 
track record going back decades, until 
suddenly you upset your patron and are 
sentenced to drown with a sack of rocks 
at your neck. (Or if you lived in Rome, 
be thrown in a sack yourself, with mon-
keys and snakes for company as you flail 
and sink.) In fraught times, if you were 
unlucky enough to pick the losing 
side—yet lucky enough to be spared 
your head—you might still be made to 
slice off your genitals. But that was pre-
cisely it: to play in the high leagues one 
had to be prepared for risks. And the 
seductions of power are such that to this 
day, many enter the game with com-
plete willingness.

Manu S. Pillai is a historian and 
author, most recently, of False Allies: 
India’s Maharajahs in the Age of Ravi 
Varma.

In games of power, death by milk and honey

Gosain Narain taking poison in the presence of Mughal emperor Jahangir. GETTY IMAGES
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Uddhav and 
Congress, a 
rocky bond
Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray, heading his faction 
of the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra, travelled to New Delhi 
this week, something he is not given to do often. There, 
he met political leaders including former Congress 
presidents Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi, among 
others. Thackeray is believed to have brought up the 
thorny issue of a serious lack of proper coordination be-
tween the two parties, especially between his and Ma-
harashtra unit of the Congress. This is the right time to 
address lingering is-
sues that could derail 
the Maha Vikas Ag-
hadi alliance of the 
Congress, Sharad 
Pawar’s Nationalist 
Congress Party, and 
Thackeray’s Sena. 
The MVA will need 
all its might and 
every ounce of sup-
port, logistical and 
financial, to take on 
the Mahayuti al-
liance that holds 
power now. This 
comprises the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party, 
Eknath Shinde’s Shiv 
Sena, and Ajit 
Pawar’s Nationalist 
Congress Party. 

The Lok Sabha 
elections in April-May saw the MVA parties contest to-
gether for the first time given that the alliance was 
formed post-elections in 2019. In a charged atmosphere 
that saw the opposition INDIA bloc parties take on the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, the MVA parties pulled 
their weight in most of the state’s 48 LS constituencies 
to bag 31. It was widely considered as a ‘semi-final’ be-
fore the state Assembly elections due in October.  

However, Thackeray, who gave it his all during the 
campaign even campaigning hard for Congress candi-
dates like Varsha Gaikwad in Mumbai, expressed dis-
appointment on two counts. One, that the coordination 
between leaders of the state unit of the Congress left 
much to be desired, and two, that the Congress rank 
and file did not work for his party’s candidates as much 
as Sena’s did for the Congress. 

If he could take these to the Gandhis and have them 
intervene, it would stand the MVA in good stead as the 
state elections draw near. Despite his camaraderie at 
the leadership level, the rank and file of both parties 
hardly see eye to eye, let alone align politically and col-
laborate. How can they? Both parties have been at each 
other’s throats for well over five decades with  
the late Bal Thackeray spewing venom against the Con-
gress and Gandhis at every opportunity. This election  
is a make-or-break one for his son who shook hands 
with the ‘other’ for survival. The relationship cannot be 
anything but rocky, but it is a necessary one for Uddhav 
Thackeray.

Both parties 
have been at 
each other’s 
throats for well 
over five 
decades. This 
election  
is a make-or-
break one for 
the late Bal 
Thackeray’s 
son who shook 
hands with the 
‘other’ for 
survival

India has to work at salvaging a  
difficult situation in Bangladesh
The public ire, especially over 300 deaths caused by brute force, 
would also target India. What then are the Indian options?

The Bangladesh 
saga has already 
been much ana-
lysed and de-

bated. The reservation of 
government jobs for descendants of 
freedom fighters, in Bangladesh’s 
1971 war of liberation, was with-
drawn by Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s government in 2018, after 
public criticism. The controversy 
was revived by the High Court re-
storing them in June 2024, trigger-
ing student protests.  

The first phase of protests was 
during July 15-21. Bangladesh’s Su-
preme Court on July 21 reduced 
reservations to 7%, including 5% for 
freedom fighters’ progeny. On July 
14, at a press conference on return-
ing from China, PM Hasina dubbed 
protesters as “Razakars”. It is a word 
used for anti-national elements 
who collaborated with Pakistan 
during Bangladesh’s freedom 
struggle. This further infuriated the 
students. She still believed her se-
curity forces would quell the spor-
adic protests. Apparently in Delhi 
too no alarm bells rang.  

The protests transmuted exceed-
ingly quickly into a mass movement 
against the government, indicating 

politicisation. It was presumed her 
15-year rule had enabled PM Hasina 
to hone authoritarian control to an 
art form. Her deposing by street 
rallies was ruled out. Thus a crucial 
historical lesson was ignored that 
with all political dissent blocked the 
pressure within the polity makes a 
sudden explosion inevitable. In 1990, 
President Lt Gen H M Ershad’s mili-
tary rule ended when the Awami 
League, Bangladesh National Party 
and Jamaat-e-Islami, the three main 
political parties, issued a multiparty 
declaration, causing the street pro-
tests to mushroom.  

This has happened in other na-
tions also. Reza Pahlavi, Shah of 
Iran, was deposed in 1979 after ex-
tensive protests and despite ex-
treme force used by security 
agencies. Iran has a tradition, dat-
ing to the 19th century, of men and 
women taking to the streets to pro-
test against the ruler and then in-
truding into diplomatic compounds 
for protection. This, in Persian, is 
called “Bast” or sanctuary until ne-
gotiations produced a compromise. 
Similarly “Arab Spring”, which 
began in December 2010 in Tunisia, 
led to popular revolts that over-
threw the authoritarian leaders of 

Tunisia, Egypt and Libya.  
Sheikh Hasina and her friends 

abroad, especially in India, ignored 
this. The January 2024 election won 
by Sheikh Hasina elicited no 
critique from India, despite loud 
protests by the Ppposition over al-
leged rigging. Though the US la-
belled the election as neither free 
nor fair, China joined India in laud-
ing Sheikh Hasina winning a fourth 
consecutive term of five years.  

Autocratic governance becomes 
less tolerable if economic news is dis-
mal. Despite making Bangladesh a 
garment-export hub and boosting 
women’s participation in the formal 
economy and improving health met-
rics of school children, post-Covid 
period brought dropping exports, 
inflation and higher unemployment, 
especially amongst youth, doubling 
since 2010. Once protests started 
even remittances fell from $2.54 bil-
lion in June to $1.9 in July.  

India must now salvage a difficult 
situation created by proximity to an 
authoritarian ruler, ousted by 
popular uprising, The public ire, es-
pecially over 300 deaths caused by 
brute force, would also target India. 
What then are the Indian options?  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

has wisely congratulated Muham-
mad Yunus, heading the interim 
government. The army chief Lt Gen 
Waker uz Zaman, related to Sheikh 
Hasina, not only managed to peace-
fully exfiltrate her but assured that 
“justice will be served against every 
death and crime”. Yunus’ selection 
is at the behest of student leaders 
leading the protests. The Army thus 
is trying to deflate their ire. Sheikh 
Hasina had called him a “blood-
sucker of the poor”. He in turn in 
2015 had advocated “benevolent 
dictatorship”. It is unclear whether 
he has the political and governance 
skills to restore democratic func-
tioning and institutional integrity. 
The related question, is how long 
will the interim arrangement last? 

The BNP wants fresh elections 
quickly, considering the parliament 
stands dissolved. The army would 
probably quietly oversee the in-
terim rule, though — considering 
Yunus’ popularity and stature as a 
Nobel laureate and microfinance 
innovator — controlling him may 
be difficult. Lt Gen Waker uz 
Zaman is also handicapped by 
being a relative of Sheikh Hasina. 
Bangladesh’s army has a history of 
revolt from within and attempted 

assassination of higher echelons.  
For the Chinese, the student pro-

tests uprooting a regime revives the 
unpleasant memory of Tiananmen 
Square protests in 1989, which 
China broke up using armed forces. 
They want Bangladesh to “restore 
social stability soon”, particularly 
because it is a “comprehensive stra-
tegic partner”.  

India also would like peace and 
order restored, and targeting of mi-
norities and Awami League cadres 
to end. India fears that if the BNP-
Jamaat alliance wins next election, 
a government favouring the Pakis-
tan-China axis is inevitable. The US, 
which some allege to be manoeuvr-
ing the Bangladesh developments, 
would also oppose Chinese en-
trenchment in Dhaka. If anything, 
Indo-US strategic partnership 
requires close coordination in this 
regard. But the people of Bangla-
desh may worry more about exor-
cising the ghost of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman and the influence of his 
family — at least in the foreseeable 
future.

KC Singh is former secretary, Ministry of 
External Affairs

The rupee has weakened again, 
how does this affect the economy?
The advantages and disadvantages of having a stronger currency will 
depend on the way the country manages its economic policies

Currency and 
money, while 
often used inter-
changeably, have 

different meanings. Money is a term 
that refers to the intangible system of 
value allowing for trading to take 
place. Whereas, currency is the tan-
gible form of money. It is a medium of 
exchange for goods and services.  

 
What does it mean to have a 
strong currency?  
A strong currency is a globally traded 
currency that serves as a reliable and 
stable source of value. These cur-
rencies are safe havens since strong 
currencies are likely to remain more 
resilient in the face of political or 
economic turmoil or instability. Cur-
rency strength is measured using ex-
change rates, which suggest the value 
of one currency compared to another. 
This is also referred to as the exchange 
rate. Another way of determining the 
market value of a currency is by look-
ing at the purchasing power parity 
(PPP), which compares the relative 
cost of a standardised basket of goods 
between countries. Exchange rates 
provide a snapshot of market value, 
while PPP assesses long-term equilib-
rium. 
 
The rupee, over the years:  
The strength of the Indian rupee has 
conventionally been measured 
against the US dollar since the USD is 
the most traded currency globally 
making it extremely powerful. Before 

1947 as the British colonised India, the 
rupee was directly influenced by the 
economic conditions in Britain. When 
the great depression hit the US and 
then rocked the entire world in 1930, 
it shattered the world economy. India, 
which was a British colony, faced 
double the impact. However, after 
gaining independence from 1947 to 
March 1993, the government adopted 
the fixed exchange rate system which 
was aimed to stabilise international 
trade but failed to let the currency ad-
just to changing economic conditions. 
The wars between Pakistan and China 
and the Gulf wars strained the Indian 
rupee leading the exchange rate to 
rise from Rs 3.30 in 1947 to Rs 17.01 in 
1991. On the contrary, from 1991 to 
2000 India went through significant 
reforms, and shifted from a fixed ex-
change rate system to a more flexible 
one.  

However, by 2000 the exchange 
rate had risen to Rs 45 per USD due to 
India’s need to attract foreign capital 
and address trade imbalances. Fur-
thermore, the Asian financial crisis 
and Indian efforts to modernise the 
economy were key factors that led to 
this depreciation. Even though India 
has been experiencing rapid econ-
omic growth, global events like the 
2008 financial crisis and the Covid-19 
pandemic have influenced exchange 
rates worldwide resulting in $1 being 
equal to Rs 83.  

This raises the question of whether 
a strong currency is beneficial. The 
exchange rate of a currency has im-

mense economic implications: 
Firstly, a strong currency makes a 

country’s goods more expensive in the 
international market, reducing ex-
ports as they fail to match competitive 
prices. However, a strong currency 
allows for more imports from other 
countries because the citizens of the 
importing country find them cheap. 
This brings sellers to the doorstep of 
the country with a strong currency. 

A weak currency makes imports 
very expensive. It also finds that it has 
to export a larger volume of goods to 
make the same amount of money it 
earned earlier because its goods fetch 
little foreign currency. 

When imports become expensive 
and the larger volume of exports does 
not earn much foreign currency, infla-
tion is more likely. That is why coun-
tries with weaker currencies suffer 
from inflationary pressures. 

Countries with a weaker currency 
have to find niche areas where they 
can charge higher prices because few 
countries offer those specific goods 
and services. Export-driven sectors, 
such as textiles and IT services, benefit 
from a weak currency as foreign 
buyers are attracted to the lower 
prices, enhancing competitiveness 
and increasing market share globally. 
On the other hand, import-driven sec-
tors, like pharmaceuticals and manu-
facturing, face challenges as the cost 
of imported raw materials rises, in-
creasing production costs and con-
sumer prices. Therefore, balancing 
currency strength is crucial for maxi-

mising economic benefits across dif-
ferent sectors. 

Secondly, a strong currency im-
pacts inflation by having more pur-
chasing power, allowing it to buy 
more foreign goods for the same 
amount of domestic currency. This re-
duces import costs, lowering overall 
price levels and helping to keep infla-
tion low. It is important for India to 
have a strong currency since it im-
ports a substantial amount of energy 
and raw materials. Lower import 
costs can reduce inflationary press-
ures, leading to a more stable econ-
omic environment. 

Thirdly, the strength of the cur-
rency can significantly impact foreign 
investment. If the Indian rupee 
strengthens, one unit of foreign cur-
rency would buy fewer rupees. If the 
rupee appreciates from Rs 75 to Rs 70, 
then a US investor will need more of 
the dollar to buy the same amount of 
Indian rupees.  

The increased cost of purchasing 
Indian assets can result in a lower at-
tractiveness of investing in India since 
investments become more expensive. 
Investors often demand higher re-
turns to justify the increased cost 
which leads to more selective invest-
ment decisions reducing the foreign 
direct investment. Between 1991 and 
2000, there were many economic re-
forms in India making the economy 
more liberalised. Despite the rupee’s 
depreciation during the 1990s, the re-
forms and liberalisation measures im-
proved investor confidence and 

market stability, leading to increased 
foreign investment. The cheaper 
rupee made Indian assets more at-
tractive to foreign investors, who 
could invest more capital at a lower 
cost. 

The strength of the Indian rupee 
significantly impacts the economy 
and daily life in India. A strong rupee 
boosts the purchasing power of con-
sumers, making imports and inter-
national travel more affordable, while 
influencing job creation differently 
across sectors. Export-driven indus-
tries benefit from a weaker rupee, en-
hancing competitiveness and 
employment, whereas import-de-
pendent sectors gain from a stronger 
rupee, reducing costs and supporting 
job growth. However it is important to 
note that the advantages and dis-
advantages of having a stronger cur-
rency will depend on the way the 
country manages its economic pol-
icies. 

Balancing the rupee’s strength is 
crucial. The period from 1991 to 2000 
showed that effective currency man-
agement, alongside economic re-
forms, can attract foreign investment 
and ensure economic stability. As 
India continues to grow, maintaining 
this balance will be key to sustaining 
a robust and inclusive economy.
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Vidhushi Karnani, a 17-year-old student at 
Bombay International School, is a passion-
ate and eager learner, with a particular in-
terest in economics

Fridays are traditionally film release days in 
India. This Friday, judges of the Supreme Court of 
India along with their spouses and officers of the 
registry settled down for a film that has not stopped 
drawing laughter and appreciation wherever it has 
travelled to. Laapataa Ladies was screened in the Su-
preme Court auditorium after which director Kiran 
Rao and its producer Aamir Khan interacted with 
those present. The occasion, according to the SC reg-
istrar, was the 75th year of the establishment of the 
court and the film was an ode to gender equality. 
Many paths of in-
quiry open up here 
just like they did in 
the film which 
weaves together 
parallel stories of 
two young brides 
who lose their way 
(and husbands) in a 
train and end up 
finding their core 
selves, all in a happy 
ending. 

The film, small-
budget and small in 
scale, has touched 
hearts with its seem-
ingly simple story, 
new faces and lilting 
music. Beneath the languid movement on the screen, 
the film packs a punch which lands superbly — about 
women learning to hold their own, different kinds of 
women in rural areas, the need for women’s educa-
tion, and so on. Laapataa Ladies, a non-Bollywood 
film for the most part, drives home its feminism gen-
tly. And shows the power of good storytelling on so-
cially significant issues. That the SC decided to screen 
it is a surprise but the film’s message presumably 
landed well with the esteemed set. Gender equality 
is still sorely missing in its honourable gallery of 
judges but, within its hallowed portals, women of 
India have mostly been heard except on occasions 
when a former Chief Justice of India was accused of 
sexual harassment by a court staffer. Yet, it was hope-
fully a Friday afternoon well spent for the bench.

Laapataa Ladies 
rock at the SC

The film, small-
budget and 
small in scale, 
has touched 
hearts with its 
seemingly 
simple story. 
Beneath the 
languid 
movement on 
the screen, the 
film packs a 
punch

Cancer of nation 
and society 
If a judge is lured for cor-
ruption, if the officials of 
anti-corruption bureau fall 
for money, if the vigilant 
and investigating auth-
orities cannot resist cor-
ruption, it is nothing but 
the fence eating the crops. 

The cancer of corruption 
has pervaded every nook 
and corner of every gov-
ernment department. Cor-
ruption in judiciary is not 
unheard-of. Copy of judg-
ments or interim orders 
will not be available to the 
stakeholders without 
greasing the palm of the 

concerned clerks. Cor-
ruption is open-secret. Ac-
tion is initiated when the 
level of corruption reaches 
“beyond tolerable limits.”. 

Corruption breeds cor-
ruption. Corruption at 
higher levels has assumed 
enormous proportions. 
When Covid was at its 

peak, hospitals and medi-
cal staff minted money. 
Undoubtedly there was 
huge demand for beds in 
hospital. But many hospi-
tals and personnel took 
undue advantage of the 
situation and created ar-
tificial scarcity of beds. 
Beds were available to 
those who could grease 
the palms of the con-
cerned. While Covid days 
were hell to the patients 
and their family members, 
others could earn “hand-
some money”. Rise in cor-
ruption is linked to price 
rise or inflationary spiral. 
Cash for questions to be 
raised in Parliament or the 
Assembly is another face 
of money-making through 
unfair means. Question 
papers are leaked throw-
ing the future of hard 
working students into tur-
moil. Leakage of questions 
is not done for free. Stu-
dents paying money for 
knowing questions well 
before the start of the 
examinations are laying 
the foundation for cor-
ruption in their own life. 

KV Seetharamaiah

Treat mentally ill 
patients better 

Mentally ill patients with 
some unusual symptoms 
are often taken to be 
manifestations of evil 
spirits and instead of 
taking them to some 
psychiatrist, the family is 
more likely to take the 
patient to some rather 
dodgy baba or tantrik in 
the neighbourhood. 
Abuse of mentally ill pa-
tients at a dargah in 
Buldhana has once again 
highlighted the need for 
a close investigation of 

how such places func-
tion, not just in Buldhana 
but all over the nation. Il-
literacy and superstition 
are the prime reason 
why faith healers con-
tinue to flourish in the 
nation. Most of them 
would be harmless but 
some could make the 
condition of the patient 
worse. The inability of 
the family to take care of 
the patient is usually the 
reason why they are 
taken to places where 
patients are tortured in 
these ways. 

Anthony Henriques
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Studyingtheself
EYE CULTURE
VEENU SANDHU

Back in the 1950s and 1960s,
when the world was black and
white, a reclusive nanny

walked the streets of New York and
Chicago. There was nothing unusual
about her, except that she always car-
ried a camera, a Rolleiflex, with her. A
keen observer of the world, she would
consistently capture its transient
moments on film.

Itwasahobbyshepursuedduring
heroutingswiththechildreninher
charge.At times,shewouldtakeoffon
longerexcursions, travellingaround
theworld,camera inhand: India, the
Philippines,Thailand,Vietnam,
Malaysia,HongKong,Singapore,
Yemen,Egypt,Syria,Turkey,Greece,
Lebanon, Italy,Switzerland,France,
LosAngeles.Thoughshecreateda
humongousbodyofwork,shenever
exhibiteditandseldomshowedit to
anyone. It remainedaprivatepassion.
Turnsout, sherarelyevendeveloped
thenegatives.

Thenanny,VivianMaier,whodied
onApril21,2009aged83, todayhasa
kindofcult followingforherblack-
and-whitestreetphotography,her
enigmatic lifeaddingtoher legend.
TheFotografiskamuseuminNew
Yorkhasputupamajorexhibitionof
herphotographs,“VivianMaier:
UnseenWork”. It is thefirst
retrospectiveofsuchscale inthe
UnitedStatesandisonuntil
September29.There isalsoanOscar-
nominateddocumentary, Finding
VivianMaier (2014),besidesother
documentaries, that tries topiece
togetherhermysterious life.

Recognitioncameposthumously
afterareal-estateagent,ahistorybuff,

foundherphotographs ina lockershe
hadrentedbuthadstoppedpaying
for.Astonishedbythisunexpected
discovery,hethenscoutedformoreof
herwork,andendedupwithover
130,000negatives,printsandslides,
whichhavesincebeenexhibitedin
severalcountries.

Throughherphotographs,onecan
almostpictureheratwork, likeaflyon
thewall,clickingawayunnoticed.
Sometimes, though,thesubjectsofher
interestcaughtherframingthem.
Someofthemsmiled,somefrowned,a
fewlookedbackinquisitivelyor
surprised.Onrareoccasions,some
evenbecamewillingparticipantsand
posedforher.Curiously, the
photographerwhochosetostayaway
fromtheflashlightalsofilmedherself
intheworldshefocusedherlenson.
Thereisawholeseriesofself-portraits,
alwaystakeninamannertocreatea
dramaticeffect. Insome,sheisahazy
reflectioninashoporcaféwindow,
caughtbetweenthesceneinsideand
theworldoutside. Inone,sheisseen
smilinguncharacteristically intoa
lookingglassthataworkmanis
carryinginastreet.

Therearealsoseveralphotographs
withfragmentedimagesofher
capturedinasingle frame.For
example, inone,her face is reflectedin
onemirror,whileherhandsthathold
thecameraarevisible inanother. It’s
as thoughsheis tryingtoputbitsof
her life togetherorattemptingtograsp
itsmultiplerealities.Sometimessheis
simplyashadowonapavementoron
thewallofa tallbuilding. Theseself-
studiesareamongMaier’smost
fascinatingworks.Theyspeakofan
observerobservingherself,andeven
revealingherself sothat thosewho
mayonedayseeherphotographs
wouldseenot just theworldasshesaw

itbutalsoher in it.Perhapsthatwas
theidea.Orperhaps itwasn’tall that
profound.Perhaps itwassimplya
womanwithacameratakingunusual,
butverycreative,picturesofherself
thewaywealldotoday, turningthe
gazeontheself throughselfies.

Why,though,doweindulgein
selfies?Why,forthatmatter,doartists
createself-portraits?Capturingtheself
hasforcenturiesbeenahuman
occupation,withtheworld’s firstself-
portraitbelievedtohavebeenpainted
asfarbackas1433:“PortraitofaMan”
byNetherlandishartistJanvanEyck.
Betterqualitymirrorsandtheireasy
accessibilityonlyfurtheredthisartof
self-depiction.VincentvanGogh,
AmritaSher-Gil,FridaKahlo,and
manyothers,haveallbeenthesubjects
oftheirart—Kahloarguablythemost.
With55ofher143paintingsbeingself-
portraits, it’snowonderthatKahlois
knownasthemasterofself-portraits.

Unliketheselfie, though,self-
portraitsarecelebratedasworksofart,
andthetwoarerarelyspokenof inthe
samebreath?Aninterestingstudyby
GermanpsychologistClaus-Christian
Carbon,however,ventures intothis
trickyterritoryandasks:“Is the
typicalselfie-photographer’s
intuition-basedspontaneityreallyso
different fromtheartist’swell-
plannedbehaviour?”Heplacesthe
contemporaryselfie,amass
phenomenonscorneduponas
narcissistic, inhistoriccontext.
Studyingself-portraitsovermorethan
fivecenturies,backtothe
Renaissance,hedrawsparallels to
establishthatselfies“aimtoprovide
similarmessagesandshowsimilar
typesofexpressionasself-portraits
fromthedomainofartisticpainting”.
Andthat itallboilsdownto Conditio
humana—thehumancondition.
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We often use situations and metaphors
from cricket to explain political com-
plexities.This,however, is theseasonof

the Olympics and the Euro, so football and
hockeywouldbemorecontextual.Therefore, let’s
go ahead and see how a typical turn in a hockey
or football game applies to thewaynational pol-
itics has moved, as indicated at the end of this
Monsoon/Budget Sessionof Parliament.

Take your mind back to the hockey quarter-
final where India played with 10 men against
Great Britain for 42 minutes. Taking advantage
of this,GreatBritainattackedrelentlesslyasIndia
struggled to put men in front. But on the odd
occasionthat theydid, thegameseemeddramat-
icallyaltered.This iscalledacounterafterhaving
beenonthedefensive,pushedtothewall (in this
case, the magnificent P R
Sreejesh) for a long time. This
is preciselywhat is playingout
innational politics.

That the 2024 general
election has rebalanced
national politics has been
known since June 4. The
entire Opposition, pushed to
the wall and hopeless for a
decade, found a well-earned
opening for a counter. It’s just
that itwasn’twidely expected
that the counter would be so
strong and effective as to
force thewinner to alter their
own plans and strategy. In the process, Rahul
Gandhi, the politician more mocked and ridi-
culed than any in our history, is now seen in
an entirely different light.

See objectively, however, what is happening
now. Here’s a list of ideas and campaign points
that came up in the election manifesto of the
Congress:
lJoblessness among the youth and subsidies to
createmoreemploymentandaninternshipplan.
lCash giveaways to the poor, the jobless and
farmers.
lLegal guarantee for minimum support price
(MSP) for all major crops and loan waivers for
farmers.
lQuestions over theAgnipath scheme.
lAnationwidecastecensusandthenreallocation
of government benefits and spoils according to
each section’s numerical strength.

Many of these were simply dismissed by the

BJP as falsehoods. All caste issues were ducked,
and generally countered with even stronger
appeals toHinduopinion.

In fact, theCongress approach to distributive
socialismfollowingacastecensuswasdismissed
contemptuouslyasrevdis. InsimplerEnglish, the
argument was that the Congress wanted to buy
votesbydistributing freecandy.Now,weneedto
also listwhat’s beenhappening lately.

ThethirdModigovernmenthasquicklymoved
away from its dismissal of all the

Rahul/Congress ideasasunimaginativeanduse-
less jokes. It isnowimplementingseveralofthem.
Take for example:
lThis Budget makes sizeable allocations and
promises to directly address the unemployment

challenge.Thereare incentivesfor
companies to hire more, and a
plan for 10 million internships
over five years.
lBJP state governments, espe-
cially thoseheading forelections,
are already expanding agricul-
tural MSP. The Haryana govern-
ment, for example, has extended
MSP to all 24 major crops from
the previous 14.
lIf you check out the full-page
advertisements in newspapers
thesedays,youalsoreadaplethora
of other freebies in Haryana: LPG
cylindersat just~500to4.6million

families. A free milk scheme for schoolgirls, and
thewaiverof canalwater cess.
lThen, there is free bus travel for allmembers of
families with incomes of up to ~1 lakh for up to
1,000kilometres amonth.TheBJPhadbeen rid-
iculing similar schemes in Delhi, Karnataka and
Telangana.Thiswas thedefinitionof revdi.
lThe state has also raised the creamy layer
income limit forOBCs to ~8 lakh from~6 lakh.

It is even more worthwhile to look at
Maharashtra. It has already rolledout revdis that
will cost it at least ~96,000 crore per year. Here
are somehighlights:
lWomen, youths, senior citizens below an
income level, as well as the unique sect of
Warkaris (casteless, Bhakti cult followers, about
1.6million in number) will all get cash handouts
andsubsidies.TheWarkariswillgetsubsidies for
their annual Pandharpur pilgrimage, too. Wait
till Yogiji unveils something similar for the

Kanwariyas beforeUPelections in 2027.
lA monthly stipend of ~1,500 to women in the
21-65 age group with an annual income below
~2.5 lakh. Just the cost of this is ~46,000crore.
lSix-month stipends for Class 12 pass (~6,000),
diploma-holders(~8,000)andgraduates(~10,000)
tohelp themtrain and reskill.
lEach family of five will get three free LPG cyl-
inders per year.

I would think that all of this adds up to suffi-
cient evidence that it’s the Opposition, which
had cowered in defence for a decade, that’s set-
ting theagendaat thispoint.Frommockingsuch
distribution, the BJP itself has become a revdis-
for-votes party. The underdog is repositioning
the top dog.

Just in case you are inclined to dismiss all this
as mere election-eve profligacy, we can move

to amore substantive, durable—in fact eternally
so—ideological issue in our politics. See if the
same logic, the dominant team falling back on
defence applies there.

Since 1989, one binary has determined who
will rule India: Can you employ caste to divide
what religion united? Or can you use religion to
re-unitewhatcastedivided.We’veoftensaidthat
for the first 25 years, caste won. The rise of
Narendra Modi saw the unification of the larger
Hinduvote cutting across the caste divides. This
iswhentheepochofreligion,orHindutvabegan.

This was challenged again by Rahul Gandhi
with his caste census slogan. He brought it up
again in Parliament and asserted that his party
willensureacastecensus“fromthisParliament.”
TheBJPhas struggled to findananswer.

It is because of a paucity of ideas on the caste
issue that the BJP is doubling down on religion.
The new Waqf Bill, Assam Chief Minister
HimantaBiswaSarma’stalkof“landjihad”,Yogi’s
proposedlawamendmenttobring life imprison-
ment for “love jihad”, Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma accusing one community of
not controlling its population are instinctive,
defensivemoves.

I call it confusionbecause thesameapproach
was used in the general election but it did not
work. The BJP is struggling with the caste issue
again. Forget caste census, it isn’t even talking
ofholding thenormaldecennial censusdelayed
since 2021. The BJP itself talked of sub-catego-
risation of backward castes and set up a com-
mission under retired Delhi High Court chief
justice G Rohini to examine it, but is sitting on
that report. If it moves towards sub-categorisa-
tion, a caste census will become imperative,
handing another victory to Rahul Gandhi. If it
doesn’t, the redivisionofHinduvotealongcaste
lines will gather pace.

The Opposition can sit back and watch as it
does not rule any Hindi state. The BJP cannot
even whisper the thought of amending the
Constitution, givenhowbigan issue itwas in the
campaign. It is still like a team in the lead, but
thrown on the defensive and searching for ideas
to breakout,with the challenger in full press.

ByspecialarrangementwithThePrint

Three decades ago, economics
underwenta revolution thatdoes-
n’t get sufficient credit. Instead of

shroudingpolicyshifts insecrecy, central
banksbeganshoutinghikesor reductions
in interest rates from the rooftops.
Moving by stealth in markets was out.
Press releases were in. By amplifying

theirmessage,officialshoped tosteer the
public toward their view.With luck, they
could also minimise financial ructions.

Today’s crop of policymakers could
use some of the same clarity of purpose.

The global economy is on the cusp of
a sustained easing, though not neces-
sarily a dramatic sequence of rate cuts.
Growth is slowing, but there’s no crisis.
Critically, price gains are abating signifi-
cantly and inflation targets are within
sight. This ought to be great news, but
officialsarehaving troubleembracing the
moment. The legacy of “transitory,” the
now infamous word the Federal Reserve
used to play down inflation’s climb in
2021, is wreaking havoc. Almost every
monetary authority used similar terms.

Inarevealingmomentduringarecent
Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) media

conference, Governor Michele Bullock
wasasked tocompare theRBA'shawkish
stance with peer institutions that had
trimmed rates. What were they seeing
that the RBA, which refuses to counte-
nance an easing, wasn’t? Bullock was
defensive. The Bank of Canada, for
instance,wasn’t reallydovish,merely less
hawkish. “They are sort of easing their
tightening.” The answer was easily cari-
caturedashair splitting.Bullockwasonto
something, nonetheless: It’s very tough
to identify turning points. Ease too soon
and the risk is that inflation reignites;
delay too longand thedesired slowdown
can become something more sinister.

The reticence is understandable.
After the missteps of late 2021, who
wants to be the person to pronounce
inflation beat? Bullock reiterated the

excessive caution in a speech on
Thursday. “I know this is not what
people want to hear,” she said. “The
alternative of persistently high inflation
is worse. It hurts everyone.” However,
the longer she waits to switch to even a
neutral stance, the greater the danger
Bullock makes a mistake.

Sadly, the lastwar is still being fought.
Thewarinesswas ondisplay at the Bank
of England (BoE), whose policy panel
lowered rates last week in a 5-4 vote.
Unusually, theBoE’s chief economistwas
on the losing side; Huw Pill cited pro-
gress on inflation, but warned “it’s not
yet jobdone.”But surely close enough to
warrant some loosening? Inflation is
back at the bank’s 2 per cent target after
reaching double digits in 2022 and 2023.
Governor Andrew Bailey, who cast the

decidingballot, appeareduncomfortable
with thevictory.There’sno rush formore
relief, he stressed.

Even theoutliers are steppingon their
narrative. In late July, the Bank of Japan
surprised by lifting its main rate along-
side a plan to halve its bond purchases.
Governor Kazuo Ueda came across as
hawkish, contributing to a slump in
Japanese stocks and a surge in the yen.
The upheaval prompted Ueda’s deputy
to walk back at least the tone, if not the
substance, of thedecision just days later.
A summary of the bank’s deliberations
releasedonThursdayshowsofficialsdid-
n’t consider their actions a tightening.
That works on one level: Policy is still
very accommodative by global stan-
dards. Nuance can get lost amid shock,
however.

So we have rate cutters who empha-
sise how tight they really are, and hikers
who stress how loose things really are.
Both canbe true in anarrow sensewhile

obscuring broader trends. Economists
are confident the Fed will cut in
September and are almost daily adding
to the extent of the reductions likely to
take place. The Reserve Bank of New
Zealand,whichopenlyconcededa reces-
sion was required to bring inflation to
heel, may act as soon as next week. The
Bank of Korea is unlikely to be far
behind.Borrowingcostshavebeencom-
ing down in Latin America for some
time. Expect hawkish language to
accompany these pivots. We aren’t
sounding the all clear, vigilance is
required, and so on.

Hopefully, itwon’t takeaglobal reces-
sion for officials to jettison their inhi-
bitions. For now, let’s call it a “yes, but”
easing cycle. If subterfuge is necessary
to sell what’s required, so be it. I’ll take
that in preference to the alternative.

Thewriter isaBloombergOpinion
columnist.©Bloomberg

Welcometothe ‘yes,but’ cycleofratecuts

With hindsight, there
was far too much
complacency about

deposed Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s hold
on power. The apparent disar-
ray of the official Opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
— whose leader, Ms Hasina’s
long-time rival Khaleda Zia,
was sentenced to 17 years in jail
in 2018, and has been ill for
some time — meant that the
AwamiLeague appearedunas-
sailable. The Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami retainedmany
committed activists, but it also
seemed to carry too much his-
torical and ideological baggage
tobe seenas a credible replace-
ment for the BNP as an effec-
tive Opposition. Given the lack
of any organised political chal-
lenge, it seemedthatMsHasina
would stay in power as long as
she willed it.

We now know how untrue
that beliefwas. Theunceremo-
nious exit of the world’s long-
est-serving femaleheadof gov-
ernment followed weeks of
intensifyingprotests ledbystu-
dents from Dhaka University;

but it also followedseriousmis-
steps by Ms Hasina’s govern-
ment and party, most espe-
cially the attempt to use street
violence to confront theprotes-
tors. Too many died in that
confrontation for Ms Hasina’s
government to survive.

Governments, even auto-
cratic ones, are best placed to
survive protests if they do not
attempt to crush protestors
with violence. If they do, they
must be certain that force will
be overwhelming and sus-
tained, and completely backed
by the military. In Kyiv a dec-
ade ago, during the Maidan
Square protests, the breaking
point for the Moscow-backed
government of Viktor
Yanukovych came when over
100 people died in clashes
with special riot police. ButMr
Yanukovych could not count
onhismilitary to reinforce the
paramilitary, and had to flee.
The difference with June 4,
1989, when the People’s
Liberation Army happily fol-
lowed order to mow down stu-
dents in Tiananmen Square,
thereby cementing the
Communist Party in power,
is stark.

MsHasinahad to leave only
when she pushed her military
too far. She may have tried to
buy them off over the past dec-
ade. But that is a double-edged
sword. You cannot perma-
nently buy a military’s loyalty,
merely rent its acquiescence.
The first priority of armies in
authoritarianstates is always to
preserve their position and
privileges. To do that, they will

turn on — or refuse to support
— their benefactors if neces-
sary.Even in themost terrifying
of totalitarianregimes,ultimate
power rests with the army.
Armando Ianucci’s The Death
of Stalin does not pretend to
historical accuracy — but it is
certainly true,asdepicted in the
movie, that Marshal Georgy
Zhukov’s supportwas essential
to the deposition, after the dic-
tator’s death, of the Stalinist
clique led by his spymaster
Lavrenti Beria.

Bangladesh’s tentative steps
after Sheikh Hasina, therefore,
must be carefully watched to
try and understand the degree
to which the army feels
empowered to imposeasucces-
sor regime. In a best-case sce-
nario, the caretaker govern-
ment under Mohammed
Yunusservesas similar regimes
did in the 2000s, long enough
to recreate “normal” politics
and hold a free and fair elec-
tion. Whoever takes over then
could have the authority to
ensure thearmystays in itsbar-
racks. But, even then, they will
have to achieve some sort of
concordwith themilitary lead-
ership, including the preserva-
tion of its business interests.

In Bangladesh, as in
Pakistan and in Egypt, leaders
desperate to keepmiddle-level
and senior officers on their side
have allowed the army to
expand their participation in
the non-military economy.
This may appear cheap and
sensible in the short term as a
wayof shoringup support. But,
in the long term, it is clearly

destabilising, as SheikhHasina
is only the latest deposed
leader to discover.

We all hope the best-case
scenario comes about.
Certainly, that iswhatMrYunus
likely believes he can achieve.
But, objectively, the prognosis
for Bangladesh politics is not
good. The army may not be
trulydesirousofwieldingpolit-
ical power, but it can feel it
needstodoso inorder todefend
its interests. Or itmaydo so if it
fears the alternative is chaos,
continuing disorder, or the rise
of political Islamism; this is
what has happened in Egypt
underAbdel Fatteh el-Sisi.

Themost complacentactors
in this drama have been,
unquestionably, in New Delhi
and Washington. New Delhi —
which has had a disastrous
neighbourhoodpolicy that has
alienated almost all the states
with which it has a land or sea
border — seemed to be unwill-
ing over the past years to even
consider that itsunquestioning
support of Sheikh Hasina was
painting it into a corner. As for
Washington, it has had an
ambassador to Dhaka for the
past two years who merely
ensured that theAwamiLeague
government grew to distrust
America without sowing any
seeds of responsible govern-
ance or respect for liberal
values in the Opposition.

Authoritarians and their
supporters can never afford to
be complacent. The people
may always rise up to remove
you — and succeed if the men
with the big guns agree.

Theendofcomplacency

NATIONAL INTEREST
SHEKHAR GUPTA

Recentevents inBangladesh
will inevitably spill over to
the rest of the subconti-

nent. Guessing how things will
turn out in the world’s eighth-
mostpopulousnationwill occupy
many commentators.

Bangladesh’s last government
wasauthoritarian.Theoustedgov-
ernment “won” extremely flawed
elections after Opposition leaders
were jailed, and the nation’s con-
stitution, which asked for an
impartial interim government to
conduct national elections, was
ignored. Much blood was spilt in
the last few weeks, as the govern-
ment tried unsuccessfully to ride
out public protests.

But it would be wrong to claim
the government was an absolute
failure. Itprovidedastablemacro-
environmentanddeliveredstrong
growth for many years. Indeed, it
delivered enough growth to argu-
ably bring about an economic
miracle in an impoverished coun-
try. Itwasn’tentirelyundemocratic
either, inthat itaffordedameasure
of protection tominorities.

The Awami League’s
unspoken bargain with the
Bangla electorate was that the
governmentwould be repressive,
but it would deliver prosperity.
Very few governments have
actually been able to keep that
particular bargain. The maps of
Eastern Europe, Africa, Latin

America and the former Soviet
Union are dotted with authori-
tarian regimes, many of them
resource-rich, which have deliv-
ered repression, without growth.

In the last 80 years, only a
handful of undemocratic East
Asian “tiger” economies have
managed to deliver growth. Most
have,with theexceptionof India’s
northernneighbourandVietnam,
also graduated to becoming full-
fledged democracies. The
resource-richnationsofWestAsia
have also prospered, though
growth remains uneven there.

This brings us to one of the
most common fallacies of politi-
cal science: Democracy is often
decriedasantithetical todevelop-
ment. It isn’t. An authoritarian
regimecandeliver growth if ruled
by an enlightened despot. But
very few authoritarian regimes
actually do deliver prosperity.
Democracies have a higher strike
rate. The richest nations in the
world are democracies.

The fallacy arises fromthe few
shining examples mentioned
above, while all the many count-
er-examples of repressive
regimes, which did not deliver
growth, are conveniently ignored.
Another reason why this fallacy
is perpetuated is that repressive
regimes are easier to negotiate
with,particularly for corporations
andevenother governments. It is
easier to bribe one strongman (or
woman as the case may be) and
gain favours than to convince an
entire smorgasbord of politicians
togiveconcessions.Multinational
corporations therefore have an
incentive to support authoritarian
regimes and propagate the myth.

If we delve further back into
history, it’s the same story. The
absolute monarchies of earlier
eras equate to the authoritarian
regimes of today. In the era of
absolute monarchies, very few
kingdoms enjoyed sustainable

growth.Onememberof adynasty
would improve the lot of the sub-
jects but the next three rulers
would dissipate the gains.

The Enlightenment and the
Industrial Revolution came to
fruition in places that were rel-
atively democratic. The most
gains in productivity and pros-
peritywere seen in thosenations.
Themost striking example is per-
haps Japan. The Emperor
becameaconstitutionalmonarch
in 1868 and Japan industrialised
at warp speed. Similar things
happened inEurope.Whilemany
nations of Western and Northern
Europe remain titular monar-
chies, most of those countries
adopteddemocraticmodels early.
And, of course, the United States
saw innovation and breakneck
industrialisation.

One concern for Bangla-
watchers is that undemocratic
regimes are often replaced by
regimes that are even worse, or
by civil wars. Quite apart from
the former Soviet Republics, we
could look at Iran, Libya, Egypt,
and other hotspots for such
examples.

The other learning from
Bangladesh is that prosperity is
often not enough to keep a
repressed populace happy. If
there’s a slight blip in growth, dis-
satisfaction spills over into the
streets because there is no
recourse to the ballot. Even the
People’s Republic has seen its
share of protests, including a
rather large one in 1989.

In South Korea and Taiwan,
the transition to democracy
came without too many tremors.
In other nations like Indonesia
and the Philippines and
Thailand, themovement towards
democracyhas been less smooth.

There are lessons here for
India as well, with some indi-
cators showing that growth has
really been K-shaped.

VIEWPOINT
DEVANGSHU DATTA

TICKER
MIHIR S SHARMA

Bangladesh’s gamble

Whenunderdog
pushestopdog
ThethirdModigovthasquicklymovedawayfromdismissingall
Congressideasasunimaginativeandisnowimplementing
severalofthem.Thinkpoll-boundHaryanaandMaharashtra

DANIEL MOSS

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA
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WORDLYWISE
It is ourresponsibility, butnot
burden, to be champions.— LIN DANTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Bangladeshi actors, writers
and poets continue to be
feted and people-to-people
contact has only thrived in a
safe space. But by beheading
the statue of Bangabandhu,
attacking an Indian cultural
centre and claiming August 5
as their real Independence
Day, neo-patriots are
snapping the umbilical cord
of shared origins and
‘unseeing’ history.

MAPPING A SHARING
BengalandBangladeshareboundtogetherbymorethanjust language

WHENSTUDENTSINDhakabroughtdown
the Sheikh Hasina regime for riding
roughshod over democracy, one song
seemed to tug at their heartstrings. They
collectivelysangpoet-lyricistDwijendralal
Roy’s song, “Dhono dhanno pushpe bhora/
amader ei boshundhora/ Tahar majhe ache
desh ek shokol desher shera/ O shey shopno
diyetoiri sedeshsmritidiyeghera…”(Blessed
isMotherEarthwith itswealthandgrains/
In its midst lies a landmost beautiful/ it is
createdbydreams,boundbymemories). It
is a songwritten in theearly1900sbya lit-
terateur from this side of the border to in-
spire theyouthagainst theBritishRaj.They
remembered a shared past at the time it
was threatened themost.

Onadaywhenastatueof the founding
father of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman,wasvandalised, there’shopethat
a part of his legacymay last. One that has
not been hammered down in a brutal
rewrite of history. Will the new “dream”
that students, technocrats and opposition
partiesenvisage for themselvesbe“bound
bymemories”of thesharedBengali culture
and identity that Mujibur advocated, be-
comingthe“Bangabandhu”?“Banga” is the
key word here, not the ancient kingdom
but a civilisational construct. While he
fought for the territorial sovereignty of
Bangladesh, tied down by borders, he be-
camethethought leaderof aunitedBengali
consciousness, aborderlessworldof ideas
and arts.

For many of us growing up in Kolkata,
hisbust figuredalongside literarygreats to
remindusthathechampionedamovement
aroundthe languagewewereborn into, its
emotions andassociations, and its riverine
flow of shared traditions that defied both
politics and religion. It is true that the
Bangladesh Bhasha Andolan or Language
Movementbeganprimarilyasanassertion
of theright to reinstateBengali cultureand
language as the official credo of a new na-
tion. Itwasnot justaboutthestrategiccom-
fortofgeopolitics fromIndia’spointofview,
itwasabouttheimportanceof linguisticdi-
versityandpreservationworldwide.That’s
whyFebruary21—which ismarkedas the
LanguageMovementDay inBangladesh—
was recognised in 1999 by UNESCO as the
InternationalMother LanguageDay.

Mujibur’s nationalism was more cul-
tural, ethno-linguistic and about the right
of people to livewith their heritage. That’s
whytheappealof theLanguageMovement
extendedmuch beyond its immediate po-
liticaloutcomesorsub-nationalism.When
Mujibur Rehman chose Rabindranath
Tagore’s composition ‘Amar Sonar Bangla’
for the newnation’s anthem—a song that
waswritten to protest the British Partition
ofBengal in1905—andinvitedKaziNazrul
Islam tomove to Bangladesh and become
itspoet laureate,heliberatedcultural legacy
from being a hostage to politics. He em-
bracedwhattheyembodied,a lovefor their
roots and a liberal, secular spirit.

Rivers and waterways have been the
connective tissue of both nations. This has
ledtoariverineculturewherecustoms, rit-
uals,natureworshipandevenfestivals like
Durga Puja are shared by communities on
both sides of the border, regardless of reli-
gionandgeography. If anything, theriver is
thebindingforcethathas inculcatedtheac-
commodative spirit among people. Durga
Puja, which emerged as a symbol of the
Swadeshimovement and Bengali identity,
is asmuchapopular art and cultural event
inBangladesh. Bonbibi, the guardian spirit
of theSundarbandeltas,believedtoprotect
fishermenfromtigerattacks, isworshipped
bybothHindus andMuslims.Herworship
has become a sub-culture so strong that it
featured in a songonCoke Studio.

Bangladeshi actors, writers and poets
continue to be feted andpeople-to-people
contacthasonlythrived inasafespace.But
by beheading the statue of Bangabandhu,
attacking an Indian cultural centre and
claiming August 5 as their real
Independence Day, neo-patriots are snap-
ping the umbilical cord of shared origins
and“unseeing”history.Perhapsnowpeople
with radical opinions, like Mainul Ahsan
Noble,arunner-upinSaReGaMaPaBangla
whoquestionedtheuseofTagore’scompo-
sitionasBangladesh’snationalanthem,will
weigh in. Are the DNA strands untwining
on their ownor being forced apart?

rinku.ghosh@expressindia.com

RinkuGhosh

THE SUPREME COURT granted bail to
Manish Sisodia, Delhi’s former deputy
ChiefMinister,onAugust9. Sisodiawasar-
restedonFebruary26,2023,by theCentral
Bureauof Investigation(CBI)andthensub-
sequently by theEnforcementDirectorate
(ED) onMarch 9, 2023. He has been in jail
foralmostayear-and-a-halfwithoutbeing
convicted of any offence and was still
awaiting trial. The Supreme Court was
hearing theappealagainstanorderpassed
bytheDelhiHighCourt inMay2024deny-
ing himbail.

JusticesBRGavai andKVViswanathan
heard thecase,ManishSisodiavDirectorate
ofEnforcement (judgmentdatedAugust9).
This judgment isnotable for three reasons.
First, it reaffirms and reminds all courts in
the country of the age-old principle that
bail is the norm and jail, the exception.
Second, the right to speedy trial must be
respectedandthatkeepinganaccusedbe-
hind bars for an unlimited period of time
whileawaiting trialviolateshisorher right
to life underArticle 21of theConstitution.
Finally, the right to bail in cases of delay
coupled with incarceration for a long pe-
riodshouldberead into thebailprovisions
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1972
(CrPC) and the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA).

Let us first examine how the Supreme
Court examined the issue of how other
courtshavedisregardedtheprincipleofbail
being the normwhile jail as an exception.
The judgment captures incisively the trou-
bleswiththe lackofgrantofbailbythevar-
iouscourts,whichhasbecomethepractice
now.Thispassagemeritsbeingreproduced.
TheCourtsays:“...thatoveraperiodof time,
the trial courts and the High Courts have
forgottenaverywell-establishedprinciple
of law that bail is not to be withheld as a
punishment. Fromour experience,we can
say that it appears that the trial courts and
theHighCourtattempt toplaysafe inmat-

This judgment is notable for
three reasons. First, it
reaffirms and reminds all
courts in the country of the
age-old principle that bail is
the norm and jail, the
exception. Second, the right
to speedy trial must be
respected and that keeping
an accused behind bars for
an unlimited period of time
while awaiting trial violates
his or her right to life under
Article 21 of the
Constitution. Finally, the
right to bail in cases of delay
coupled with incarceration
for a long period should be
read into the bail
provisions of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1972
and the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002.

tersofgrantofbail.Theprinciplethatbail is
aruleandrefusal isanexceptionis,at times,
followedinbreach.Onaccountofnon-grant
of bail, even in straightforward open-and-
shut cases, the Supreme Court is flooded
with a huge number of bail petitions
thereby adding to the huge pendency. It is
high timethat the trial courtsandtheHigh
Courts recognise the principle that “bail is
the rule and jail is the exception.”

In the second prong, the Court referred
toitsprevioushearingswhenithadbeenas-
sured that the trial “would be concluded
within a period of 6-8months. The liberty
was reserved to approach afresh if the trial
did not concludewithin the period of 6-8
months. The liberty is also granted in case
the trial proceeded at a snail’s pace in the
next threemonths.” This is significant as a
trial, from commencement to conclusion,
can often take years. This results in the ac-
cused spendingmany years in jail simply
awaitingtrial,orwaitingforittoend.Setting
uptimelinesofthissortandholdingthestate
toaccountsatisfiestheurgentdemandsthat
theConstitution’srighttolifeandlibertyim-
poses when an accused is imprisoned for
longperiodswithoutconviction.

Finally, the judgment affirms that the
right to bail in cases of delay, coupledwith
incarceration for a long period, should be
read into Section 439 of the CrPC and
Section 45 of the PMLA. This third layer of
the judgment means that the high courts
or sessions court must bear this principle
inmindwhenconsideringbailapplications
under Section 439. The special courts
tasked to hear money laundering cases
mustalsokeepthetwinprongsofdelayand
long incarceration inmindwhentheycon-
sider bail applications under section 45 of
thePMLA.This is fittinggiventhat theright
to bail has been under pressure, especially
inmoney laundering cases.

Manish Sisodia’s confinement was a
longone.On July20,2022,on thebasisof a

letter written by the Lieutenant-Governor
of Delhi alleging irregularities in the fram-
ing and implementation of Delhi’s Excise
Policy for2021-2022, theMinistryofHome
Affairsdirectedanenquiry into thematter,
andSisodiawasarrestedninemonths later.
Hehadmultiplebailapplicationsrejected—
first in May 2023 and then subsequently
every fewmonths by lower courts and the
HighCourt.

In a Junehearing of Sisodia’s bail appli-
cation, the Supreme Court was assured by
the state in question that the chargesheet
wouldbefiledbyJuly3,andthetrialwould
then proceed. As soon as the chargesheet
was filed,SisodiaapproachedtheSupreme
Court forbailagain.His lawyersarguedthat
betweentheEDandCBI,over493witnesses
would need to be examined and over
69,000pages of documentswouldhave to
be perused. And that given the large num-
ber of witnesses and documents, the trial
wouldnot commence anytime soon.

Among themany factors that the state
cited for the delay is the fact that Sisodia’s
lawyers filedmanyapplications, including
those for“un-reliedupondocuments”.The
non-sharing of what may be exculpatory
evidence,ordocumentsthatmayprovethe
innocence of the accused, is deeply prob-
lematic and violates the right to a fair trial.
This is often done by the state, as it shares
with the defence only the documents that
bolster its own case. The judgment recog-
nises this practice and notes that none of
the applications filed in this regard were
foundby the trial court to be frivolous.

TheSisodia judgmentwillgoa longway
in protecting the rights to life and liberty
guaranteedbyourConstitution. It reasserts
thatcardinalprinciple that is thebackbone
of the criminal justice system—bail is the
normand jail the exception.

Thewriter is a senior advocate at the
SupremeCourt of India

REACH OUT TODHAKA
DelhimustlendsupporttoYunus,reviewhowgovernment
agenciesturnedablindeyetogatheringstorminBangladesh

T HATTHEINDIANambassadortoDhaka,PranayVerma,attendedtheswear-
ing-inceremonyofMuhammadYunus,theheadoftheinterimgovernment,
shouldsendapositivesignaltothepeopleofBangladeshandcalmtheover-
the-top strands in the discourse in Delhi about the tumultuous develop-

mentsnextdoor. India should reinforce themessagewitha clear statementof continu-
ing support for Yunus and the armed forces towards restoringorder andprotecting the
life, liberty andproperty of its citizens. The Indian leadershiphas rightly pointed to the
importance of safeguarding the rights ofminorities amidstwidespread violence, espe-
cially against theHinducommunity, inBangladesh. ButDelhi should resist the tempta-
tionof focusingexclusivelyontheplightof theHinduminority inawaythatcouldcom-
plicate the extraordinary challenges at hand inBangladesh and cloud the prospects for
relationsbetween Indiaandthenewregime.

Amidstthepoliticalchaosandinformationalfogthatpredictablyenvelopstheregime
collapseinDhaka,Yunusandthearmyleadershipappeartobedoingtheirbesttoprevent
violenceandsecurethevulnerablestatestructures—likethepolice—thatarecrucial for
themaintenanceofpeace. India’sexplicit support to thenewleadership inDhaka iscrit-
ical to prevent the situation fromgettingworse. Its perspective of the newdynamic in
Dhaka is being unfortunately shadowed by a toxic domestic discourse that is ready to
blameeveryoneelse intheworld—fromAmerica’sCIAtoPakistan’s ISIandtheIslamists
ledbyJamaattotheChineseCommunistParty.ThatDelhididnotorcouldnotforeseethe
approachingpolitical tsunami inDhakaand that it alloweda total identificationof India
withan increasinglyunpopular andautocratic governmentnextdoor is a cause for criti-
cal self-reflectionandurgentcoursecorrection.

Delhimust focus on understanding the sources of the revolution led by the student
movement in Bangladesh. It needs to reach out to the leaders of the studentmovement,
getasenseofwhattheyhopetoachieve.Atthesametime,thegovernmentmustorderan
internal reviewonwhyandhowthegovernmentagencies turnedablindeyetothegath-
eringpoliticalstorminBangladesh.Correctiveactionisneededtopreventfuturefailuresin
regional policy.Meanwhile, the overly grandiose but ill-informed sections of public dis-
course on foreign policy in Indiamust recognise that Bangladesh “is not India’s to lose”.
IllusionsinDelhiaboutIndia’sregionalhegemonythathavegainedgroundinrecentyears
were not rooted in a realistic assessment of the ground conditions. Delhimust view
Bangladeshand,morebroadly,theneighbourhoodas“India’stowin”throughsensibleeco-
nomicpolicies,politicaldisputeresolution,andharddiplomaticworktobuildwidercon-
stituenciesofsupport.Atthesametime,thereisnoreasonfordoomandgloomaboutIndia's
future inBangladesh.Delhi shouldbe confident that the relationshipwithDhakahas ac-
quiredsufficientresilienceoverthelastdecadeandhasthepotentialtosurvivethecurrent
turbulence. Official Delhi’s strategic patience and civil society’s genuine empathy for the
Banglastudentleaders’aspirationsforpositivechange,holdthekeyfornavigatingamajor
regionalcrisis intheSubcontinent.

SOARING HIGH
NeerajChoprabaggingmedals insuccessive
Olympics isa feat—andhisbest isyet tobe

N EERAJCHOPRACOULDN’Trecreatehisgold-medalwinningfeatofTokyo
in Paris. A silver it turned out to be, despite his season-best hurl. Silver
might not glow as brightly as gold, but by baggingmedals in successive
Olympics, Chopra showedwhy he can lay claim to being arguably the

greatest trackand fieldathlete thecountryhasproduced.Only twoothers, amongabil-
lionpeople,couldmanagemedalsinconsecutiveGames—wrestlerSushilKumarandPV
Sindhu.Thatthesilverwasgreetedwith anunderwhelmingresponse—aswasthebronze
of the hockey team,which after several false dawns is showing genuine signs of a re-
emergence—pointstotheweightofexpectationsonhisshoulders,comparabletoSachin
Tendulkar in the ’90s. Like the virtuosobatsman, Chopramade anationhold its breath,
itsheartbeat raisedand itshopessoaring,whenheambledonto the track.

EvenChopra’sworstdaysarebetterthanthegreatdaysofseveralothersportspersons.
TwomonthsbeforetheParisOlympics,hepulledoutofanimportanteventbecauseofad-
ductormuscle stiffness. A groin injury, the unkindest cut of all for throwers, that he sus-
tainedduringtheWorldChampionshipstwoyearsago,keptrecurring.Thepaincameback
afterthefourththrowinParis,andhecouldn’tgofullpelt inhislasttwoattempts.Toman-
ageamedalwhileplayingthroughpainreflectsChopra’s tenacity.Hisbest isyettobe.

Chopra isonly26,onthethresholdofhispeakyears.Hehasaclear targetandatough
competitortobeat—hisinfieldadversaryfromthevillageofMianChunnuninPakistan’s
Punjab province. ArshadNadeem scaled anOlympic record of 92.97. Choprawould say
that his immediate aspiration is to breach the 90mmark, his personal best being 89.94.
Everythingisonhissidetoachieveit—age,drive,talent,andexpertise.Nadeemandbronze
medallistAndersonPetersfromGranadawillofferhimstiff competition,untilatleastthe
nextOlympics.Ata timewhenrivalrybetweenthetwonations inothersportshasdissi-
pated—cricketersduelonlyincontinentaltournaments,andthedisparityishugeinhockey
andracquetsports—afascinatingcompetitionisbrewingbetweenNadeemandChopra,
whocalleachotherbhaijaan.LikeImranKhanandKapilDev, SachinTendulkarandWasim
Akramincricket,andSohailAbbasandDhanrajPillayinhockey,NadeemandChopracan
bethegreatest trackandfieldathletesof theircountries.

ZERO-GRAVITY LIFE
SunitaWilliamsandButchWilmore’sspaceodyssey,despitethe

delay,willmarkanotherchapterinanawe-inspiringsaga

F IRST, A CLARIFICATION:Unlike inGravity, the 2013 film about two astronauts
left adrift after space debris damages their shuttle, SunitaWilliams andButch
Wilmorearenotstuckinspace.NASAassuresthatthetwoastronautswhoblasted
offaboardtheBoeingStarlineronJune5forwhatwassupposedtobeaneight-

daymissionwill simply return to Earth a little later than expected. Thiswill likely be in
February2025withaSpaceXCrewDragoncraftthatisscheduledforamissionatthetime.

In interviews from the International Space Station (ISS), bothWilliams andWilmore
have indicated that theyarebusyenoughwith testsandmaintenancework that thenext
fewmonthsarelikelytopassquickly.If thereisanexcruciatinglylongwait,itisforthoseon
Earthwho are fantasising about regular commercial space flights for tourists taking off
withinthenextdecadeorso.LongbeforeYuriGagarinshotoffintospaceaboardtheVostok
1in1961,dreamsofexploringthevastbluebeyondhavehauntedthehumanimagination.
Yet,thepersistenthitchesthathavedelayedthereturnofWilliamsandWilmore—glitchy
thrusters andhelium leaks— indicate thatwhile space travel technologyhasmadegreat
stridessince then, theaveragetraveller’sdreamsof spacewalkingat teatimeandcatching
sightofasunriseevery90minutesaboardtheISSarestilla longwayfromcomingtrue.

Meanwhile,WilliamsandWilmorewilladjusttozero-gravitylife,carryingoutexperi-
ments—likehowtocareforplantsinspace—andparticipatinginchoreslikecleaningtoi-
lets.Theirjourneytospaceandback,withall itsproblemsandmundaneness,willbecome
notasensation-creatingheadline,butyetanotherchapterintheultimatehumanendeav-
our.Asmallstep,maybe,butalsoabigleap,asanotherfamousastronautoncesaid.

BOMB BLAST PROBE

THE MINISTER FOR Tourism and Civil
Aviation, Khursheed AlamKhan, admitted
thatsomeseniorairportandpoliceofficials
atMeenambakkamairporthadprimafacie
not responded to the bomb blast threat on
August2withtheseriousness itwarranted.
Very useful clues have been found to the
bombblastattheairportthatkilled29peo-
ple and injured38, headded.

SCUFFLE IN SOUTHALL
SLOGAN-SHOUTING“KHALISTANIS”ranfor
theirliveswhenthehostsatanIndian-dom-
inatedSouthall restaurantchallengedthem

toaconfrontationsayingthattheywouldnot
cancel the dinner arranged to welcome a
prominent editor of an English daily in
Punjab.Therewasabriefscufflebetweenthe
protestors and the guests inwhich T S Toor,
a prominent Indian community leader of
Southall,sufferedsomeinjury.Thepolicear-
rivedandarrestedoneofthedemonstrators.

PM ON BHINDRANWALE
THEGOVERNMENTONCEagaindeploredthe
propaganda being carried out by Pakistani
media against India. In this connection, the
PrimeMinister,Mrs IndiraGandhi, scotched
all rumoursof terroristsand in thePakistani
media that Jarnail Singh Bhindranwalewas

alive. “IcanassuretheHousethatheisdead.
Hisbodywasidentified,”MrsGandhisaid,in
the Rajya Sabha. She toldMaimoona Sultan
that if Bhindranwale could be resurrected,
otherpeoplewhohavediedinPakistancould
alsoberesurrected.

P T USHA MISSES MEDAL
INDIAMISSEDWINNINGanathleticsbronze
medalbyone-hundredthof a secondwhen
P T Usha finished fourth in the 400metre
hurdles at the Los AngelesOlympicGames.
Ushaclockedacareer-best55.43secondsto
finish behind Nawal El Moutawakel of
Morocco,JudiBrownoftheUnitedstatesand
CristieanaCojocaruof Romania.

AUGUST 10, 1984, FORTYYEARSAGO

OPENING ARGUMENT
ByMenakaGuruswamy

SupremeCourtverdictonManishSisodia’sincarceration
upholdsbailasnormandimportanceoftimelyjustice

Against unfreedom

Ahmedabad



9
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,AUGUST10,2024 WHATTHEOTHERSSAY

“Since the Gaza carnage began, Israel has violated the sovereignty of several
Muslim states. These provocative actions have brought the region to the brink of
war... The international community should know that if hostilities expand in the
region, their impact will be felt across the globe.” —DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Social
injustice

BUDDHADEB’S LEGACY
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Tragicre-
former’ (IE, August 9). HadBuddhadeb
Bhattacharjeenotlosttheassemblyelec-
tions in 2011, the story of industrial
growthinBengalwouldbedifferent.His
assertioninJakartaon“reformorperish”
during his tour to Indonesia and
Singapore created disquiet in his own
party. At a timewhen “reforms”was a
wordthattheleftpartiesdisliked,hisap-
proach did not go downwellwith the
party.Hisgovernmentlostthevitalproj-
ectsofNanocarofTataGroupandSalim
Groupof Indonesia. This resulted in the
untimelydeathof his reformist agenda
andleftparties lostgroundinBengal.

ManojParashar,Ghaziabad

A SPORTING LEGEND
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘We are
Vinesh’ (IE, August 9). Despite a year of
challenges,VineshPhogatfoughtrelent-
lessly.Thelossofamedalisheartbreak-
ing. The IOAhas rightly planned to ex-
press strong objections to technical
shortcomings in the rules and regula-
tions of UWW.The country extends its
support toVinesh.Hercaseneeds tobe
presentedatUWWbytheModigovern-
ment. Her retirement announcement
has left Indian sport poorerwhilewe
awaittheverdictofherappealforajoint
silvermedal.

S SPaul,Nadia

NEED FOR UPGRADE
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Silver and
bronze’ (IE, August 9). AlthoughNeeraj
Chopra signed off with a silver and the
hockeyteamabronze,thecountryisal-
mostcertaintoendupwithoutagoldin
theParisGames.The fact that India, the
mostpopulousnation in theworld,has
so farwon just fivemedals, requires se-
rious introspection. Detailed planning,
efficient training, investment in sports
andthoroughlyprofessionalisingsports
management are the tools for success.
Apartfrominternationalexposure,avi-
brant tournament circuit in individual
sports,willmakeahugedifference.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

EDUCATE & EMPOWER
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Generation
ofbrokendreams’(IE,August8).Froma
youngage,wetrytoensurethatchildren
learn from every challenge. The true
meaningofbeingastudentistobecuri-
ous lifelong, sowhydoparents and in-
stitutions allow competition to get to
children’sheads?Everystudenthasatal-
entforsomethingandteachingthemto
discoverandexplore thatpartof them-
selvesiswhateducationshouldbeabout.
Teaching them tobebetter than them-
selves and competingwith themselves
iswhateducationisabout.Isachild’slife
worththepressureofperformance?

Debjani Saha,Mumbai

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

We cannot rule out the
possibility of
sub-classification being
used as a ploy to reduce the
number of eligible
candidates for higher jobs
and using the ‘Not Found
Suitable’ route to first keep
the positions vacant and
then transfer them to the
‘unreserved’ category. This
can be remedied by a rule
that any unfilled post in the
sub-category of SC/ST may
be transferred to another
sub-category of SC or ST,
but cannot be transferred
to Unreserved.

trinetotheSCandST.One,theissueof“creamy
layer”wasnotframedbythecourtandthelit-
igantsdidnotgeta fair chance tocontest this
point.TheCJIhaswiselykeptquietonthis is-
sue,ashewasnotrequiredtoaddressit.Two,
whiletherearedropsof“creamy”individuals
and families amongDalits, there is no socio-
logicalevidencethattheSCcommunitieshave
already formeda“creamylayer”—whichre-
quiresinter-generationaltransferofprivileges,
assured social status and stable social net-
works.Three, theexclusionof “creamylayer”
would reduce thepool of eligible candidates
evenfurtherandopenthewayfortransferring
posts to theunreserved category.While it is
truethattheexclusionof“creamylayer”isnot
anoperationaldirectioninthisjudgment,there
is a real fear that observationsby four judges
in a seven-member bench could be used to
challengeany sub-quotapolicy thatmaynot
usethe“creamylayer”criterion.If thisissueis
not clarified in a judicial review, Parliament
mayneedtostepintoremovethisconfusion.

Finally, there is the issueof the impact of
thisverdictontheScheduledTribes,whilethe
casewasarguedsubstantivelyonthesocialre-
alityoftheScheduledCastes.Inonesensethis
wasunavoidable:Therecannotbetwodiffer-
entinterpretationsofArticle341and342,one
forSCsandanotherforSTs.Butthefactremains
thatthenatureof internaldifferencesandthe
very logicof reservationaresubstantiallydif-
ferent in thecaseof STs. Itmaybeprudent to
holdback the substantive applicationof this
verdictinthecaseofSTstilltheapexcourtfinds
anopportunity toget into thespecificsof the
reservationforScheduledTribes.

Insteadofprotestingagainsttheideaofthe
sub-quota, the politics andpolicies of social
justiceshouldfocusoncorrectingsomeflaws
in thepresent judgment andmoveon to the
reallong-termissues:EnhancingSC/STreser-
vationasperthecurrentpopulationofSCsand
STs, removal of the 50 per cent ceiling and
deepeningandbroadeningofthesocialjustice
apparatusbeyondpublicsectorjobs.

Yadavismember,SwarajIndia,Dhawanisa
Delhi-basedadvocateandlegalresearcherand

MoghaisaPHDscholaratCSSS, JNU

THESUB-QUOTAdebatehasbegunonafalse
note. Instead of addressing some real prob-
lems and genuine apprehensionswith the
Supreme Court judgment, the debate has
beendistractedbyredherrings.Itneedsmore
light thanheat.

Thebiggestproblemisthatmanysupport-
ers of social justice have assumed,wrongly,
thattheSupremeCourtverdictisaboutdilut-
ingtheexistingsystemofreservation.Aplain
readingofthemajorityjudgmentauthoredby
theChiefJusticeofIndia,DYChandrachud,and
thejudgmentbyJusticeBRGavaimakesitclear
that thisverdict isverymuch in linewith the
legacyof progressive jurisprudenceonsocial
justice that upholds caste-sensitive affirma-
tive action. If anything, the apex court has
deepenedthequestforjusticebyforeground-
ing the concernsof the least advantagedand
moststigmatisedcommunities,placedatthe
lowest rung of the caste hierarchy. CJI
Chandrachud’selaborationof theprincipleof
“substantiveequality”takesforwardthelegacy
oftheNMThomasjudgmentandwouldactas
a bulwark against any future attempt todis-
mantleaffirmativeactioninthenameofmerit.

Besidesthisgenericbutmistakenimpres-
sion, therearesomespecificbutequallymis-
placedcriticisms.First, there isa legal-consti-
tutionalobjectionthat thecourthasusurped
thedomainof Parliament. This reiterationof
formal legalismreminiscent of EVChinnaiah
judgmentisdeeplyflawed.Thecourthasnei-
ther carried out the sub-division nor even
mandatedit.Whetherandhowthesub-divi-
sionwilltakeplaceisforthelegislaturestode-
cide and for the governments to implement.
Theapexconstitutional courthasdonewhat
only the judiciary could have done, namely
clarified that such anexercise is permissible
underArticle341of theConstitution.

Thesecondcriticism,abouttheSCpassing
suchamajororderwithoutauthenticempir-
ical evidence, is factually incorrect. The
Censusof Indiaprovidesauthenticandgran-
ulardatanot just of theheadcount, but also
of the occupation, family assets and educa-
tional attainments of each of the Scheduled
Castes andTribes (but not for the rest of the
population)ateveryadministrativelevel.The
accompanying chart presents a glimpse of
thisdatafromthelatestcensusof2011forthe
proportion of “graduates or above” (per
10,000 rather thanper cent)within each SC
community fora fewstates.

Theconclusionisevident:Thereisnothing
homogeneous about the educational disad-
vantageof Dalits communities. TakePunjab,
the state that gave rise to this legal case: The
levelof graduatesamongMazhabiSikhs (61)
islessthanhalfofHinduBalmikis(126)whose
levelislessthanhalfoftheRavidasi(305).Just
look at the numbers for Bhuia (just 6) and
Musahar (just 5) in Bihar,Madari (97) and
Chakkilian(137)inTamilNadu, Jangam(106)
inunitedAndhraPradesh, Balmiki (115) and
Pasi (145) inUttar Pradesh,Madiga (209) in
Karnataka andMang (217) inMaharashtra.
Compare thesenumberswith thoseof other
SC communitieswithin that state and you

wouldunderstandwhyitmaybegrosslyun-
fairforthesecastestocompetewiththerest.To
be sure, this inequality is not because of any
oppressionordiscriminationbytherelatively
less disadvantagedDalit communities, but it
needsaredressalanyway.

Finally,thereisthepoliticalobjection,that
sub-classificationwould create political rift
withinDalits.Frankly,thegroundrealityisthat
thesociallifeandpoliticalexpressionofdiverse
SCjatisisalreadyfragmentedandfractured.In
fact, theonlyway to createunitywithin and
betweencategoriesisbycreatingbroad,conso-
ciational arrangements. This can be done if
voices fromthe relatively lessdisadvantaged
communitieswithinDalitswould acknowl-
edgetheagencyofthemostdisadvantagedSC
communitieswhohavewonahard-foughtle-
galfight.Unfortunately,theinsinuationofso-
cialdivisionatthisstageechoestheanti-reser-
vationistrhetoricof the“upper”casteelite.

Oncewesetasidethesemisconceivedcrit-
icisms,wecanconfrontsomerealapprehen-
sionsanddifficultiesthatneedtobedealtwith.
First, there isarealpossibilitythatthe licence
tosub-classifymaybeusedasatoolofpoliti-
cal expediency, if not as aweapon topunish
the communitiesnot alignedwith the ruling
party. TheBJPhas alreadymisusedOBCsub-
classification in somestates for this purpose.
Theverdictprovidessomesafeguardsagainst
this possibility, as it requires evidencedriven
classification.Itwouldbenecessarytospecify
thenatureofthisevidence.Besidesthecensus
andeconomiccensusdatathatisalreadyavail-
able, itwouldbenecessary tohave anation-
widecastecensusof allorganisedsector jobs
andhighereducationalinstitutions.

Second,wecannotruleoutthepossibility
ofsub-classificationbeingusedasaploytore-
duce the number of eligible candidates for
higherjobsandusingthe“NotFoundSuitable”
routetofirstkeepthepositionsvacantandthen
transfer them to the “unreserved” category.
Thiscanberemediedbyarulethatanyunfilled
postinthesub-categoryofSC/STmaybetrans-
ferredtoanothersub-categoryofSCorST,but
cannotbetransferredtoUnreserved.

Third,therearemultipleproblemswiththe
suddenapplicationofthe“creamylayer”doc-

Sub-quota red herrings

THESUPREMECOURTverdict permitting
sub-classificationwithinthesameclassof
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes and
also calling for the creamy layer among
Dalits to be taken out of the purview of
reservation is deeply flawed. It may be
used todiluteaffirmativeactionandpave
theway to do awaywith reservation. Let
meexplain.

The judgment is deeply problematic
and ignores grim social realities. For a
large swathe of Dalits in the country
whose lives are “poor, nasty, brutish and
short”, the issue of reservation has no
meaning.Trappedinthedailystruggle for
survival, they neither have the where-
withalnor the luxuryof educating them-
selvesenoughtobenefit fromreservation.
Giving them a slice of the hypothetical
reservation quota will not change their
lives in anyway. The brutal fact is that an
infinitesimalpercentageofDalits is eligi-
ble to compete for the reservationquota.

In the last 10 years, there has been a
fog of secrecy around the filling of posts
of SCs/STs in various government min-
istries.Accordingtoareportsubmittedto
Parliament inMarch 2021, 50 per cent of
the posts reserved for OBCs, SCs and STs
across10Unionministrieswere lyingva-
cant. Similarly, faculty positions for SCs
andSTsremainunoccupiedinprestigious
higher education institutions, including
central universities, IITs and IIMs.
Importantly, one of the reasons cited for
thesevacancies is theabsenceof suitable
candidates. Using this as a pretext, the
UGC recently issuedguidelines outlining
thecircumstancesinwhichreservedposts
could be “dereserved” but hurriedly re-
tracted itwhentherewasapublicoutcry.
TheSupremeCourthas ignoredthesecru-
cial facts while passing a judgment that,
in the name of distributive justice, will
only exacerbate the problemof filling up
SC/ST vacancies.

The argument that the creamy-layer
concept is applicable to OBCs and hence
shouldlogicallybeextendedtoDalitcom-
munities is akin to equating chalk with
cheese. The OBCs, as a group, are in a dif-
ferentstratosphere,wayabovetheSCs/STs
on the economic ladder, andmore partic-
ularly, in social standing. Today, the Dalit,
stuckatthebottomofouriniquitoussocial
hierarchy, would gladly exchange places
with a member of any other group.
Eliminating the creamy layer from the
purviewofreservationwillonlymakemat-
tersworse forDalits.

It is bizarre that in a country riddled
with themost flagrant and inhuman in-
equalities, only the alleged inequality
within themost vulnerable group— the
Dalit community — is being targeted for
correction. Splitting of the SC/ST reserva-
tion quotaswill only benefit vested inter-
estsseekingleverageinthefragmentation
ofthesegroups.Itwillshatterwhateversol-

idarityexistsamongtheSCs.TheSupreme
Courthas, in effect, decreed that the long-
sufferingvictimsofthecastesystemshould
themselvesbecompartmentalisedintodif-
ferent subsets, creating another hierarchy
and caste system. Thiswill drive awedge
betweenthedifferent sub-groups.

Caste is still deeply embedded in our
culture. The Court verdict ignores the
complexities and rationale behind reser-
vation for SCs/STs. The raison d’etre for
granting reservation is not merely eco-
nomicbackwardnessorinadequaterepre-
sentation in the “services of the State” as
seemingly imputedbytheCourt (poverty
existsacrosscastesandcommunities)but
untouchability and its unremitting grip
onour society.

So ingrained is caste that the Dalit, ir-
respectiveof economic advancementor a
government job, is still socially handi-
capped on account of his origins, the so-
called“creamylayer”included.Itmakesno
sense to disrupt the fragile homogeneity
among Dalits by discriminating between
thembasedontenuouscriteriatobedrawn
upby the state to “establish that the inad-
equacyofrepresentationofacaste/groupis
becauseof itsbackwardness”.Thehighest
courthascautionedthatthecriteriashould
not be based on “whims and political ex-
pediency”. But theseareprecisely the fac-
tors thatwill determine them.

Thejudgment’slanguagebefuddlesthe
issue, stressing the need to determine if a
particular class is a “homogeneous inte-
gratedclass”ornotbeforedecidingonthe
grantofsub-classification.Byadjudicating
without adequate justification that the
“ScheduledCastesarea sociallyheteroge-
neousclass”, theCourthasoverlookedthe
crucial, commonlysharedsocial stigmaof
“camouflaged untouchability” that still
plagues Dalits irrespective of their eco-
nomicstatus.This cripplinghandicapwas
the primary justification for our founding
fathers tomandate reservation for SCs in
the firstplace.

The judgment violates Article 341 of
the Constitution, which authorises the
President to issue the notification speci-
fying the caste categories deemed to be
Scheduled Castes. Article 341(2) allows
Parliament to amend by law such notifi-
cation to include or exclude any caste or
group within any caste, with the crystal
clear caveat that “save as aforesaid, a no-
tification issued under the said clause
shall not be varied by any subsequent
notification.” By permitting the states
to tamper with andmodify the notifica-
tion and by allowing sub-classification
and “varied” treatment within the
same class of Scheduled Castes notified
under Article 341, the judgment is
unquestionably unconstitutional.

Article46of theConstitutioncategori-
callyenjoinsuponthestatetheimperative
“to promotewith special care the educa-
tional and economic interests of the
weakersectionsofthepeopleandinpartic-
ular of the SCs and STs and protect them
from social injustice and all forms of ex-
ploitation.” This is an absolute condition
enshrined in theConstitution.

Thewriter, a formercivil servant, is
secretary-generalof theLJP (RV).

Viewsarepersonal

Weneedtosetasidemisconceivedcriticismstoconfrontsomerealapprehensions
raisedbytheapexcourtverdictonsub-classificationof SCs/STs

Yogendra Yadav,
PrannvDhawan and
ShivamMogha

AbdulKhaliq

MuhammadYunusmustworkonbuildingamodern, secular Bangladesh

AWEEKAGO,nobodywouldhave imagined
thattheworld’slongest-servingwomanprime
minister,a leaderwhowasoncedescribedas
theIronLadyofSouthAsiaandcreditedwith
building amodern and secular Bangladesh
duringherrecord15-yearrule,SheikhHasina,
wouldbe forcedtobecomeafugitive.Hasina
presided over the spectacular rise of the
eighth-largest country in theworld froman
underdevelopedeconomytotheshiningstar
of SouthAsia. Duringher last three termsas
primeminister, Bangladesh’s economygrew
from$155 billion in 2010 to $450 billion in
2023.ShefoughtbackagainstIslamicradicals
and camedownheavily on the terror infra-
structure.Herdispensationoftencametothe
rescue of the country’sminority population
includingHindus,Christians,andBuddhists.

Hasina’s current plightmay seem incon-
gruoustomany.Somemayblamegroupslike
Jamaat-e-IslamiortheoppositionBNPforthe
situation, while othersmay see a “foreign
hand” in it. But itwouldbeamistake tomiss
the reality that this agitation bymillions of
youngsterswas themanifestation of deep-
rootedanger.Hasina’sgoodworkmustbeac-
knowledged.Atthesametime,itcannotbeig-
nored that resentmentwas brewing among
ordinary citizens, especially in theaftermath
of the growing economic travails after the
CovidpandemicandelectionsinJanuary.

Prosperity grew in Bangladesh, but to-
getherwitheconomicinequality.Oneestimate
suggested that over 30per cent of the coun-
try’sGDPwentintothecoffersoftop5percent
households,whilethebottom50percentwit-
nessed their sharedecreasing to19per cent.
Unemploymentandinflationalsoplaguedthis
countrywith amassive young population.
Eighty-threeper centof theunemployedare
withintheagegroupof15to29years.

The spark to this combustive situation
camewhentheHighCourtinDhakareinstated
quotas in government jobs in early June.
Bangladeshhad a complex quota system in
whicharound56percentjobswerereserved
—30percentforthedescendantsofmuktijod-
dhas,familiesofthosewhofoughtforthecoun-
try’s independence in1971, 10per cent each
forbackwarddistrictsandwomen,5percent
forminoritiesand1percentforthephysically
challenged. This quota system, introduced in
1972byMujiburRahman,triggeredseveralag-
itations. Themajor resentmentwas against
quotaforthefamiliesofmukti joddhas,which
wasseenasarewardforAwamiLeaguecadres.

Protestsagainstthisquotasystemhavebro-
kenoutatleasttwiceinthelastdecade.InJuly
2013, Bangladesh Civil Services aspirants
launchedproteststhatquicklyspreadtoother
citiesresultinginthegovernmentdecidingnot
toapplyquotasthatyear.In2018again,protests

led to several deaths, forcing theHasinagov-
ernment towithdrawquotas. Their restora-
tion by theHighCourt in June triggered the
youthrevoltthistime.

Castigatingthisoutburstofthestudentsas
“terrorism”orpejorativelydescribingthemas
“razakars”—atermusedforpro-Pakistanpara-
militaryforcesduringtheliberationwar—and
deploying the rulingparty’s studentwing to
counter the agitationwere all ill-conceived
moves,whichaggravatedthesituation.Theex-
cessiveuseof forcebysecurityforceswasun-
calledfor.Thegovernment’sfailuretoseizethe
opportunitywhen students decided to sus-
pend theagitation after the SupremeCourt’s
orderofannullingquotasonJuly21isinexpli-
cable.Afterall,itwasthesameyouthforcethat
hadhelpedSheikhHasinacometopowerbe-
fore. In1990,Bangladeshsawasimilarupris-
ingbystudents,workers,teachers,andprofes-
sionals against themilitary rule of General
Ershadthat forcedthearmy’s retreat into the
barracksandbroughtdemocracyback.

The challenge now is to ensure that the
gainsof the last fewdecadesarenot frittered
away.Sofar,thestudentleadershavedemon-
stratedmaturity.BringingaNobellaureateand
ahighlyrespectedleader,MuhammadYunus,
to head the interimgovernment is one such
move. Bangladeshneededa leaderwho can
heal and unite. Yunus commands respect

amongthemasses.Bringingorderandpeace
tothecountrywillnaturallybehistoppriority.
Duringsuchperiodsofunrestinthepast,fun-
damentalist forces have exploited the situa-
tiontosubjectthecountry’sminorities,espe-
cially Hindus, to atrocities. The Hindus of
Bangladesh stoodby theirMuslimbrethren
during the fight for liberation andwere sub-
jected to theworst atrocities by thePakistan
army. They remainedproudBengali citizens
ofthecountryafteritscreationin1971.Yet,the
veryforcesthatsidedwiththePakistanarmy
during the liberationwar continued their
atrocities against theHindu, Buddhist and
Christianminoritiesinthelastfivedecades.

Yunus,amuktijoddhawhomobilisedsup-
port for the liberationwar inAmerica,would
understand themission of Bangabandhu in
building amodern, secular anddemocratic
Bangladesh. Despite his differences with
Hasina, hewould appreciate the strong rela-
tionshipbetweenBangladeshandIndia.

Regime change is Bangladesh’s internal
matter.ButasYunushimselfpointedoutafew
daysago,“ifthereisafireinthebrother’shouse,
how can I say it is an internal affair”?
Bangladesh’speacefulriseis importantforall
intheregion,especiallyIndia.

Thewriter,president, IndiaFoundation, iswith
theRSS.Viewsexpressedarepersonal

A time for healing

by RamMadhav
RAM RAJYA

1.Graduate+ refers to degrees that include both undergraduate (bachelor’s) and postgraduate (master’s and above) levels of education; 2. Andhra
Pradesh’s data includes Telangana; 3.Wehave selected states where the demand for sub-categorisation of reservations has been or is prominent.
The selection of castes is based on illustrating disparities; although these castesmay not have large populations, they still have a high proportion of
individuals with graduation or higher degrees; 4. Source: Census 2011, data on educational levels (Scheduled Castes)
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isdeeplyproblematic, couldundogainsmade

byreservationpolicy
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THESURPRISEbestseller byColleenHoover
onwhichthisfilmisbased,andnamed,actu-
allyheldveryfewsurprises.

Nice,kindgirlmeetsahomeless,groovily
blue-eyedboy, andbackyard access and an
openwindowdotherest.Nice,kindgirlgrows
upintoBlakeLivelyandmeetsarich,hotneu-
rosurgeon,whensomeremarkablyscrawny
flowersandcopious, copulating flirtationdo
therest.

Therewas thematter of domestic abuse
that set this standard template apart, but
Hoover’s bookandnowthis filmare socon-
centratedon the romances and the sex that

thisserioussubject isnevertreatedwithany
amountofcomplexity.

It’salsocontentiouswhetherLively,sheof
the perpetually wistful look, look-at-me
smilesandgolden-girlaura, is therightactor
toplayLilyanddotheswitchbetweenthegirl
who sneaks homeless boys into her home
(Atlas,playedasoldermanbySklenar),tothe
womanwhohasrich,successfulandsuppos-
edly gorgeousmen likeRyle (Baldoni) pant-
ing for her, to thewomanwhomustmake
some very hard decisionswhile running a
business that, for reallynosanereasonatall,
isaninstanthit.

Andallthiswhile,makingsomeveryrich
friends very, very quickly— yeah, because
that’showrichpeopleare.Thankfully,though,

therichcoupleshebefriendsareplayedbythe
ever-great JennySlate andMinhaj (whohas
little todo). Tobe fair to the film,directedby
Baldoni—whogives himself a lot of screen

timebutnot thekindof breaks thebookof-
fersRyle—itgivesussomeideaofthekindof
confusionanincidentofviolencefromsome-
oneyoulovecanleaveyouwith.

Despite the experience of her ownabu-
sivefather,Lilyburiesthedetailsoftheseinci-
dentsdeepintohermind.

Butthenthefilmchoosestoskimthrough
a lot of thathorror, anda lot of thedayafter.
Which iswhatmakes It EndsWithUs sucha
copoutandapretencewhen it comes todo-
mestic abuse. It gives us no sense of the
strengthsof the loves that bindus, the loves
thatholdusback,theloveswecan’tleavebe-
hind,thelovesweneednot,andthelovesthat
setusfree.

Thebookatleastgaveusaglimpseofwhat
arare,uncomplicatedlovecanbe,intheshape
of teenagersAtlas andLily (playedbyactors
whounfortunately lookolder),whoare two
lostkidswhofindeachother.

Atlas is a bland bystander in the film in
comparisonand,asplayedbytheindifferent
Skelanderwith ahandperpetually covering
hismouth,evenmoreso.

WhenhetellsLily,“Ifyoucanfindinyour
heartsomeonetoloveagain, fall in lovewith
me”, youdon’t even skip aheartbeat.Orbe-
lieve,yeah, itendswiththem.

SHUBHRAGUPTA

BASED ON the 2016 Korean web series,
Signal, Gyaarah Gyaarah gives us an
Uttarakhand-basedpoliceproceduralfea-
turing characters overlapping in parallel
storylines about unsolvedmurders un-
spoolingovertwoeras,connectedthrough
asupernaturalboost.

In a Dusshera mela in Dehradun, a
young girl goesmissing. Her distraught
mother (Gautami Kapoor) never lets the
localpoliceforget:15yearslater, thereare
no signs of her husband—who behaved
like a fumbling extra, unsure of how he
needs to act — and she is still waiting to
understand exactlywhat happened that
fatefulnight.Butwithnoleadsinsight,the
casehas longsincegonecold.

Inthebesttraditionsofthegenre,afresh
infusionofbloodisrequiredtoblowoffdust.
The stasis, which has senior cop Vamika
Rawat (Kritika Kamra) and her reluctant
oldercolleaguesinitsgrip,isbrokenbynew-
biepsychologicalprofilerYugArya(Raghav
Juyal)who is leftgobsmackedwhena fun-
nelopensupbetweenhimandaninvestiga-
tivecopShauryaAnthwal(DhairyaKarwa),
clearlyoperatinginthepast.

Errwhat?Yeah,exactly.Anantiquein-
strument crackles to life at exactly 11.11,
becoming the conduit for an exchange of
crucialinformation,andsetsthingsinmo-

tion. Skeletons come tumbling out. The
forensic team is given additional ammo,
and the long-awaited breakthrough oc-
curs.As itdoes inotherbafflingmoulder-
ing cases the ‘cold case’ team takes up:
dingdong, it isgyaarahgyaarah.

Theoriginal, amiddling16-partshow,
iscondensedintoeightepisodesinthedesi
adaptation (directed by Umesh Bist and
written by Sunjoy Shekhar and Puja
Banerji), but it doesn’t quite lead to the
brisk pacewhich a series like this should
aim for.Whichmakes thewhole thing a
stretch. Theplot-line cannot help but be-
come convoluted in theway it keeps zig-
ging-and-zagging throughpastandpres-
ent, and some characters stay single note
even after we come upon them 15 years
later,remarkablyuntouchedbytime—no
wrinkles, greyhair, orbulkymidriffs.

The performances are all serviceable,
butyouwishthesecharactersweregiven
more leeway through smarter writing.
Kamra is at her best in the scenes she
shares with an elderly time-keeper
(PurnenduBhattacharya),whenshedoes-
n’t have to bark instructions or orders at

her subordinates,who seem to be at log-
gerheads fornogoodreason.

BothJuyal, justcomingoffanexplosive
turn inKill, andKarwa,who left an impact
in ‘83,dotheir jobswellenough.Youwon-
derwhythewritersthoughtitfitnottogive
poorHarshChhayaevenasinglelinewith-
out anexpletive. The lateNiteshPandey, a
wonderfulactor,getsevenshortershrift:in
the first episode, large hints are dropped
that he is on the take, the anglewhich is
never explored in subsequent episodes.
Poof,gone.

The biggest problem the series has is
beingunabletoconjureupenoughfearor
menace, give or take a sequence or two.
Whilewedo get a sense of the outside—
busstopsfromwhereaserialkillergetson,
waterbodieswherethedeadgiveuptheir
secrets, aerial shots of the hills — a lot of
thisshownevershakesoff thefeelingthat
itwasconstructedonsets.There’salsothe
problemofthewailing-violinbackground
music which belongs strictly tomouldy
movies. It has no space in a web series
meanttogetpastoldpractices.Whenwill
this tiresomemelodramabedeep-sixed?

LOSTMIGRATIONS
MUBI
Exploringtheuntoldstoriesof the
Partitionof1947,LostMigrations isa
three-partanimatedseriespre-
sentedbyUK-basednon-profit
ProjectDastaanandanimation
studiosSpittingImage,
BengaluruandPuffballStudios,
Lahore.Thefirstepisode,RestIn
PaperbyHaseebRehman,draws
uponthetruestoryof India-born
GhulamAliwhoisrenderedstate-
lessbetweenIndiaandPakistanin
theelusivesearchforaproofof iden-
tity.SeabirdsbySaweraJahanshows
theripplesofPartitionfarfromthe
subcontinent’sborderlandsonthe
Chettiardiaspora,connectedby
sharedmemoriesof food.Directed
bySandhyaVisvanathan,Aniruddh
Menon,ShoumikBiswasandAditya
Bharadwaj,Sultana’sDreamisin-
spiredbyRokeyaSakhawat.

CHANDUCHAMPION
PRIMEVIDEO
DIRECTEDBYKabirKhan,thisbiog-
raphicalsportsdramafeaturesKartik
AaryanasMurlikantPetkar,India’s
firstParalympicsgoldmedalist.This
moviechroniclesthesetbacksand
triumphsofPetkar,whoservedasa
soldierinthe1965Indo-PakWarand
sustainedinjuriesthatlefthimphysi-
callyimpaired.Yet,Petkarwentonto
becomeachampionsportsman
acrossseveraldisciplines.

ULLOZHUKKU
PRIMEVIDEO
DirectedbyChristoTomy,
Ullozhukku (Undercurrent) isanun-
usual taleof sisterhoodandhope.
Poweredbythe talentedduo
UrvashiandParvathyThiruvothu,
Ullozhukkuexplores therelation-
shipbetweenayoungwidowand
herdotingmother-in-lawfollow-
ing thedeathofherhusband.Shot
extensively inKuttanad, thestory
explores the familydynamicsas
they, trapped inmonsoonflood,
wait for thewaters torecedeto
hold the funeral.

BOYHOOD
NETFLIX
RichardLinklater-directed
Boyhood, filmedover12yearswith
thesamecast, is consideredtobea
remarkablecinematicachieve-
ment. Shot inLinklater’snative
Houston, themovie followsthe
storyof growingupasseen
throughtheeyesofMason(Ellar
Coltrane)—fromthetimehewas
six to18.The filmfeaturesEthan
HawkeandPatriciaArquetteas
Mason’sparents,whoaredivorced,
andLorelei Linklaterashis sister
Samantha.Boyhood,whose filming
startedwithoutacompletedscript,
presentsvignettesof achildhood
that’s impactedbyparents’divorce.
Imbuedwithnostalgia, itpresents
amovingaccountof growingup
andparenting.

SHUBHRAGUPTA

THE SEQUEL to the 2021Haseen Dillruba
managestohitallthemarksthattheoriginal
fumbled at: it is atmospheric, deliciously
squelchy,overrunwithcharacterswhorevel
in using love, sex and dhokha asmeans to
their dubious ends. It’s been awhile since
I’ve had this much fun with a Hindi film
whichgoesfull-tiltatgrown-up,amoral ro-
manceterritory.

PhirAayiHasseenDillruba, this timewith
anextra‘s’inHasseen, losesnotimeintelling
usjusthowunsettledourlovers-on-the-lam
Rani (Taapsee Pannu) and Rishu (Vikrant
Massey)continuetobe: theirAgrahide-out
maybeatsomedistancefromthetownthey
ran from, but their nemesis, in the shape of
doggedcop(AdityaSrivastava), isstillhoton
theirheels.

And this time around, they have a
stronger,smarterfoe,intheshapeof investi-
gating officerMrityunjay (JimmySheirgill)
who labels himself a kadhphodwa (wood-
pecker) in a terrific scene,makingknocking
gestureswithhishand.Hewillkeeppecking
awaytillhenailstheduo,whoheknowswere
responsibleforthedeathofa lovedone.

Thereareacouplemoreadditions in the
cast this time around, andboth add flavour.
Themild-mannered Abhimanyu (Sunny
Kaushal)isalocalcompounderwhosebeing
smittenwithRaniisnosecret.Whathekeeps
underwraps are his other skills, which is
knowingexactlyhowdeepthewatersofthe
Yamunarun,andhowviciousthecrocodiles
that swarmthe river are. Theother is awily
woman (BhumikaDube)whoweaponises
her disability to get to her target: itmatters
little that themanshehas set her eyes on is
patentlynot intoher.Shewasastand-out in
thefeministromp,Cheepatakadumka(2021);
heresheisas impactful.

PropstowriterKanikaDhillonforinfus-
ingthecharacterswithempathy,thatqual-
itywhichisnecessaryforustogoonrooting
forthemdespitethemselves.Theycangoto
any lengths, evenmurder, to attain the ob-
ject of their desire, but they are not inher-
entlyevil.Theydowhattheydoforlove,es-
pecially as it is depicted in those grubby
paperbackswith such titles as Khooni Ishq
andPyaarKaDarinda,mentionof saidupa-
nyaas,as intheearlierfilm,addingtheright
hintof luridnesshere.

Niggles do exist. No one but Bollywood
unitsusethatexactspotbehindtheTajMahal,
or a boat ride on the filthy Yamuna, to ex-

changesweetnothings.Somedeathsarejust
themostobviousredherrings:weknowthat
thedeadwillarise.Somedialoguesaresoon
thenosethatyouwince:whyexplainwhen
youcannudgeandwink?Andonescene,fea-
turingaposseofcopslandingupatasuspect’s
doorstep andmeekly having towait their
turn,makesyougroan.

But these kinds of contrivances are an
intrinsicpartofpulpy, trashy fictionwhich
Hindifictionwritersusedtochurnoutwith
such felicity in the ’60s and ’70s; the sur-
prises that this filmmanages to throwout,
despite the expected ‘yeh-laash-usski-ho-
hi-nahin-sakti’ scenes, are enough to keep
usgoing.

ThetrioofTaapseePannuastheschem-
ingRani,whosestringyblousesneverquite
manage to hide a tender beating heart,
Vikrant Massey who valiantly stays the
course for his one true love, and Sunny
Kaushal whomakes thewell-trodden role
of amar-mitne-wala-aashiqhisown,areall
spoton, the latterstealingeverysceneheis

in.As isSheirgill, exceptyouwishhewould
stayconsistent:RishuorRissu?

I am a sucker formanohar kahaanis,
where right and wrong are not easily
coded, and which know how to push the
right buttons, switching up lust and dan-
ger. And this one does it right. Can we
please have somemore?

Cuts Like an Angel
PHIRAAYIHASSEENDILLRUBA ★★★

Director:JaypradDesaiCast:TaapseePannu,VikrantMassey,SunnyKaushal,BhumikaDube,JimmySheirgill,AdityaSrivastava

GYAARAHGYAARAH
★★
Director:UmeshBist
Cast:KritikaKamra,RaghavJuyal,Dhairya
Karwa,HarshChhaya,GautamiKapoor,
NiteshPandey,PurnenduBhattacharya

SHALINILANGER

THEREISagalaxythatwasonceruledbya
species called the ‘Eridians’,whohad the
kindof powers theworld fights over. The
Eridiansarelonggonenow,withpiecesof
the powers they had scattered across a
planet called Pandora. In the consequent
yearsof struggle for thosepowers,partic-
ularly thebig one lying inside ‘TheVault’,
Pandorahasbeenreducedtoaplanetfullof
monsters, piss, scrap, garbage and some
angrilymadpeople,innoparticularorder.

Butthesearchcontinuesfor‘TheVault’,
which canbeopenedwithonly adaugh-
ter of an Eridian, plus one other key that
looksnothinglikeakey.

Youmayfeelyouhaveheardallthatbe-
fore—youwon’tbewrong.Andyoumay

feel youhave seen it all before— just re-
centlyinDeadpoolandWolverine, infact.

However,haveyouseenCateBlanchett
dothehunting,sportingshockingredhair
and eyecatchingly coloured ensembles?
WithJamieLeeCurtisforanaudience?

Thesetwogreatwomencansavemany
a film, sowhat’s a planet or two to stop
them?However,thisEliRothadaptationof
avideogameisjusttoogeneric, toofamil-
iar, and too incapable of raising either
laughsoremotions(onewholegroupisjust
knownas‘psychos’,whileanotheris‘those
peoplewhoare toopsycho for evenpsy-
chos’), and too unclear aboutwhat is at
stakeforanyof thistomatter.

Making Jack Black a robot called
Claptrap perhaps doesn’t help, even as
KevinHartstrugglestoinfuseanycharisma
intohissignificantpresence.Thestandout,
besidesBlanchett,whocanhardlyeverdo
anythingwrong, is Greenblatt. She is as
brattyandasbattyastheyget,withapin-
ingheartandasadbackstorytoboot.

As long as thehunt is about catching
thegirl, or savingher, andher getting the
better of those trying todoeither—with
somewickedtoys—Borderlands isonthe
rightplanet.

Lost in Translation
ITENDSWITHUS★★■

Director:JustinBaldoni
Cast:BlakeLively,JustinBaldoni,BrandonSklenar,JennySlate,HasanMinhaj

12
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,AUGUST10,2024

REVIEWS Cinema&Music

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Boxed In
BORDERLANDS★★
Director:EliRoth
Cast:CateBlanchett,KevinHart,Jamie
LeeCurtis,EdgarRamirez,JackBlack,
ArianaGreenblatt

Out of
Depth
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N elephant joke comes to mind 
as I look at the twists and vaults 
at the Paris Olympics and the 
role technology and categorisa-
tion plays in deciding winners. 
Question: What did the ele-
phant say to the ant? Answer: 

Pick on someone your own size. Serious-
ly, the elephant has a point. The pachy-
derm may well lose out if  the game was 
about getting into a narrow alley.

There’s also Aesop’s fable about the fox 
and the stork, symbolic of  how playing 
fields can be manipulated. As the story 
goes, the fox invites the stork to a meal 
and the long-beaked bird misses dinner 
as it cannot drink from a bowl. The re-
turn offer from the stork sees the fox in a 
fix as the host offers the meal in a nar-
row-necked vessel. The story can be an 
early lesson for kids in warfare—and its 
milder versions, politics and sports. 

George Orwell described competitive 
sport as “war minus the shooting”. Talk-
ing of  shooting, Turkish Olympian Yusuf  
Dikec is a perfect muse for longtime watch-
ers of  sports, technology, and politics, and 
their fascinating interplay. Dikec sparked 
viral memes as he wore only an ear plug 
to the shooting range, unlike most shoot-
ers who wear visors, ear-defenders and 
special lenses with a blinder to improve 
focus. Dikec won an Olympic silver and an 
unofficial gold from netizens for being 
casually cool—featuring grey hair, an in-
tense gaze, t-shirt and plain specs.

India’s own darling, Vinesh Phogat, 
won a moral gold from her supporters  
at home, especially those who saw her 
wrestling with powerful men in a sexual 
harassment scandal. But she missed  
her stab at an Olympic gold because she 
was 100 gm overweight in the 50 kg  
category just ahead of  the final bout. 
This is truly heartbreaking.

Should we have a points system where 
minor category-linked flaws can be ad-
justed? What about having a shooting 
category for those like Dikec who do not 
sport artificial props? 

As a sports-loving kid, I heard with 
equal fascination and dismay tales of  how 
technology enhanced games and also 
played spoilsport. Helmets made a stealthy 
entry into cricket fields in the 1970s, about 
100 years after crotch guards and 120 years 
after gloves. We now have arm, thigh and 
abdomen guards too. As far as I can see, 
such things have enhanced the sport by 
reducing mortal fear.

But hockey is another story altogether. 
Stars like Dhyan Chand and K D Singh 
‘Babu’ played barefoot on the grass and 
displayed dazzling dribbling skills before 
India’s golden run ended. Between Am-
sterdam 1928 and Tokyo 1964, we won 
seven golds and one silver. As hockey 
shifted from natural grass to synthetic 

AstroTurf  surfaces a decade later, the 
game steadily slipped out of  India’s grip. 
Dribbling gave way to long passes. 

Athletics has a similar tale. At the 
Rome Olympics, Abebe Bikila of  Ethio-
pia ran the marathon barefoot to set a 
new world record after discovering that 
the official gear supplier, Adidas, had 
run out of  shoes his size. India’s Shiv-
nath Singh, who ran with taped feet and 
no shoes, won a 5,000-metre gold at the 
Teheran Asian Games in 1974.

Should we reverse-swing sports and 
have separate games for groups separat-
ed by culture, training and technology? 
Is there a hidden kind of  cultural impe-
rialism in which the rich West resembles 

the cunning fox in Aesop’s fable? Perhaps 
not, but proper segregation is a good 
thing. You only have to look at wrestling, 
boxing and gender to get my point.

I covered the Commonwealth Games at 
Kuala Lumpur in 1998. Though deputed 
to mainly cover cricket, my task included 
interviewing boxers, who included a 
rather frail Canadian kid. Boxers and 
wrestlers need not all be heavyweight.

Cricket, too, can stretch for five days, or 
be only 50 or 20 overs long. Why not pep-
per up other games with similar catego-
ries? We could host a Barefoot Olympics 
to give Westerners an idea of  how the field 
can be levelled. We did some of  that in 
cricket when India’s spinners used to ex-
cel on the turning pitches of  Kolkata and 
Chennai before Bharat started producing 
its own battery of  excellent fast bowlers.

We may have to take a fresh look  
at gender classification as well if  the Par-
is Olympics is any indication. Even 
against the backdrop of  a growing LG-
BTQ rights movements, some mistook 
Algerian woman boxer Imane Khelif  for 
a transgender and raised an ugly contro-
versy over testing and testosterone. Khe-
lif  had failed a questionable gender test 
by the International Boxing Association 
in 2023, but the International Olympic 
Committee declared her fit for Paris. She 
became a target of  disinformation after 
she won against Italian Angela Carini. 
The international boxing and Olympic 
associations are having a heavyweight 
bout over this issue. 

I don’t quite know who will deliver the 
knockout punch. I am certainly not an 
expert at testing testosterone. However, I 
do know that categories work better than 
controversies. Some futuristic fiction 
may categorise someone as part-female 
or give minus points if  someone’s weight 
is only mildly off  the category. 

Most of  all, I think we need to separate 
the men from the boys and the elephants 
from the ants.

(Views are personal)
(On X @madversity)
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Jason 
Hickel

As it turns out, making rich people richer doesn’t make the 
rest of us richer. Nor does it stimulate economic growth, 
which is the sole justification of supply-side economics

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

O budget will ever satisfy eve-
ryone. In particular, no budget 
has ever satisfied opposition 
parties. The ‘dream budget’ of  
1997, which brought in a slew 
of  reforms including reduction 
of  tax rates, liberalised import, 

greater freedom for foreign investors, 
voluntary disclosure of  undeclared in-
come and the beginning of  disinvest-
ment in the public sector, is considered 
to be a pinnacle of  performance for a fi-
nance minister. Stocks went up 6.5 per-
cent a day after it was presented.

Years later, I was appointed revenue 
secretary in the finance ministry and 
learned that it had taken two years to re-
cover from the dream budget.

In the words of  Pranab Mukherjee in 
his book, “Unfortunately, the dream 
budget did not remain so. Though it did 
not exactly morph into a nightmare, in 
the course of  the year, it was found  
that many projections of  revenue re-
ceipts and expenditures were off  the 
mark and did not conform to targets that 
were taken into account while preparing 
budgetary calculations. Consequently, 
there was a decline in the rate of   
growth and employment generation, 
coupled with rising inflation.”

The budget for 2024-25 has to be consid-
ered similarly, as one with some good 
points and some weaknesses. I am not an 
economist, but have assisted with pre-
paring six budgets, three with the Kerala 
government and three with the Centre. I 
studied economics at college. I am, there-
fore, probably at a slightly better vantage 
point than many others.

Nirmala Sitharaman’s budget philoso-
phy has remained constant. Fiscal recti-
tude is essential to her, and this is reflect-
ed in her full budget for 2024-25. She is 
determined to move resolutely towards 
the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 
Management Act’s target of  a 3 percent 
fiscal deficit, which is good for maintain-
ing the economy’s strength and reputa-
tion in financial markets.

The budget has several other good fea-
tures. Investment in infrastructure re-
mains high. Public expenditure on invest-
ment is necessary to offset the relatively 
low levels of  private investment. Extend-
ing the guarantee scheme to term lending 
in the small enterprises sector is a good 
move, although it would have been better 
had it been extended to Micro Units De-
velopment and Refinance Agency Bank 
loans taken by new start-ups.

Another point has been her gradual at-
tempts to simplify tax laws and proce-
dures without pain to taxpayers, giving 

them the option to change or not. We saw 
this in corporate taxes, where companies 
were given the choice of  lower tax rates if  
they opted for a simpler tax regime with 
fewer exemptions. We saw the same prin-
ciple extended to personal income tax.

This year, she has simplified and con-
solidated the exemptions given to chari-
table societies, trusts, associations of  
persons and the like. She has also indi-
cated her resolve to streamline and codi-
fy direct tax laws. This has been attempt-
ed many times in the past, and the finance 
minister will benefit from a great deal of  
paperwork done to make direct tax laws 
less onerous. The joke in the revenue de-
partment is that each time an attempt is 
made to revise direct tax laws, the gov-
ernment falls.

The weakness in the current budget is 
it remains firmly on the supply side, as 
has been this government’s policy hith-
erto. This was seen before the pandemic, 
when growth remained sluggish due to 
low demand. Nothing particular was done 
to revive and strengthen demand. The 
economy was in a free fall during the pan-
demic, but the finance minister remained 
committed to supply-side economics. She 
seems to be firmly of  the conviction that 
the road to growth lies in making compa-
nies more profitable and the poor will rise 
from poverty only if  the wealth of  the 
very rich trickles down little by little. She 
cut corporate taxes in 2019 as a stimulus 
but made no change in personal IT rates. 
Incidentally, the infamous farm laws also 
came disguised as pandemic stimulus 

measures, but were widely perceived as 
anti-farmer and pro-corporate.

The Indian economy recovered rela-
tively rapidly after the pandemic, mainly 
because of  the expression of  suppressed 
demand and the availability of  cheaper 
bank loans. Much of  the credit for the 
bounce-back of  the economy should go to 
the policies adopted by the Reserve Bank. 
The economy looks good today, with a 
GDP growth rate of  7-8 percent and high 
corporate profits. The question is wheth-
er the economy has enough energy to 
sustain these figures until we reach the 
projected Valhalla in 2047.

We do not see enough horsepower to 
sustain these rates in the long term, per-
haps not even in the medium term. GDP 
growth rates can only be maintained if  
there is steady investment. Investment 
would be sufficient only if  investors be-
lieve their product will be sold.

The sine qua non for sustained growth 
is supporting demand. Even though the 
GDP growth rate may look high—prima-
rily because of  the base effect of  low 
growth during the pandemic—the con-
sumption growth rate remains low at 3-4 
percent. As a result, even though com-
pany profits are high and stocks are 
mostly booming, capacity utilisation in 
the corporate sector remains at 75 per-
cent, which is insufficient to induce in-
vestment. Add to this the pain caused by 
the closure of  thousands of  medium and 
small enterprises during the pandemic. 
This is also reflected in high levels of  un-
employment. The immensity of  this 
problem is concealed in what Joan Rob-
inson called ’disguised unemployment’, 
as indicated in a 3-4 percent  rise each in 
agricultural and casual labour.

Here is where the budget fails. Without 
more benefits to the middle class  
and lower income groups, demand will 
not grow, and without this, production 
and investment cannot grow. This weak-
ness may show even in the medium term. 
In the long term, our investment rate 
may be affected by other factors,  
primarily the abysmally low rate of  in-
vestment of  0.6 percent of  GDP in  
R&D and inadequate investment in edu-
cation and public health.

The government may have to pay a 
heavy price for its adamant refusal to 
look at the demand side, particularly  
the fall in incomes of  the lower three-
quarters of  the pyramid. They have  
already paid for it by losing their major-
ity in the Lok Sabha, and further retribu-
tion may be at hand.

(Views are personal)
(kmchandrasekhar@gmail.com)
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K M CHANDRASEKHAR Former Cabinet and Revenue Secretary, and 
author of As Good as My Word: A Memoir

The latest budget focuses mostly on the supply side. The  
sine qua non for sustained growth is demand. Without more 

benefits to lower income groups, demand will not grow

SOURAV ROY

MADHAVAN  
NARAYANAN
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Wayanad wisdom
Ref: Learning the right lessons from the wails 
of Wayanad (Aug 9). The author rightly points 
out the callousness on the part of authorities 
concerned to do follow-up work after a 
disaster in order to prevent similar incidents in 
future. We should learn the right lessons from 
Wayanad and move towards on-ground sensor 
grids capable of anticipating landslides.
M Haneef, Kottayam

School compulsions
Ref: Take legal routes to curb steep fee hikes 
in private schools (Aug 9).  Apart from annual 
fee hikes, most schools force parents to buy 
everything afresh every year. Even if a child’s 
bag is new and the shoes fit, we have no other 
option but to buy them again. More than the 
money we spend on this, I  am worried about 
the resources being wasted.   
Vishnuvardhan Ravindrakumar, Karur

Chinese pivot
Ref: Is India ready to welcome Chinese capital 
again? (Aug 9). Welcoming Chinese trade is not 
an ideology-related decision but a compulsion-
induced one. Even economic and industrial 
giants are not able to do away with China. 
‘Make in India’ is a slogan, not a solution yet. 
A G Rajmohan, Anantapur

Bangladesh normalcy 
Ref: Yunus-led govt takes oath in Bangladesh 
(Aug 9). It is a good sign that the overall 
situation in Bangladesh is fast returning to 
normalcy with Muhammad Yunus assuming 
office as the head of the interim government. 
Hopefully, India-Bangladesh relations will  be 
as smooth as earlier.
V K Kumar, Thiruvananthapuram 

Buddhadeb era
Ref: Buddhadeb Bhattacharya: A marxist 
morpheus who dreamt a different future 
(Aug 9). Former West Bengal CM Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharya’s passing marks the end of an 
era in the state’s politics. Known as a reformist 
among the left, the veteran communist leader 
was responsible for bringing industrialisation 
to the state. His contributions will  continue 
to be studied and debated in the context of 
India’s political evolution. 
R Sivakumar, Chennai

Accrediting internships
Ref: Bridging educational gaps with 
internships (Aug 8). The accreditation process 
should supersede the three crucial factors of 
duration, motivational practices and degree 
of formalisation to complete the internship 
ecosystem. The manufacturing sector needs 
a big push to accommodate interns for their 
huge employability outcomes.
Katragadda Sarveswara Rao, Bhubaneshwar
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THOROUGH PROBE  
MUST ON HOW VINESH 

WAS DISQUALIFIED

M
ISSED by a mere 100 gm! The disqualification of  wres-
tler Vinesh Phogat from the final bout in the 50-kg 
category was a big blow for India’s Olympic campaign. 
What could have been a gold medal was reduced to 
naught overnight, with the country waking up to the 

heartbreaking news. The rules were clear and it’s not that 
stakeholders did not know about them. But the fracas, which 
robbed Vinesh of  the medal she has been chasing for a decade, 
demands swift action to ensure such incidents never recur.

A few rushed to take credit when the 29-year-old wrestler 
stormed into the final, but all of  them disappeared into thin 
air as soon as the news of  disqualification broke. They, along 
with the Indian Olympic Association, Sports Authority of  
India (SAI) and Wrestling Federation of  India (WFI), must 
reveal where things went wrong. It was SAI that sanctioned a 
posse of support staff, including a nutritionist and a psycholo-
gist, for the grappler, while IOA is the custodian of  the Indian 
contingent in Paris; WFI looks after the sport in the country. 
What seems baffling is that in national competitions, the fed-
eration does not fully follow Olympic and world champion-
ship rules. The national events do not have two-day bouts; so 
Indian wrestlers are not well versed with the two-day weigh-in 
that eventually led to Vinesh’s disqualification.

Wrestlers shedding extra weight is a norm and one can see 
hordes of  them sweating out before the weigh-in. A wrestler 
usually gains about 1.5 kg, but in Vinesh’s case it went beyond 
2.5 kg. How and when that happened should be investigated. It’s 
also quite clear that women wrestlers get affected more by 
weight management, which once again calls for a separate rule 
for them. But there is a section that believes it can be avoided if  
wrestlers compete in their normal weight categories and avoid 
the lure of  lower weight categories where they get an edge. 

Vinesh and Co have appealed against the disqualification 
at the Court of  Arbitration for Sport and the decision of  its 
appointed sole arbitrator is likely to come in a few days. 
Whether she is awarded a silver medal or not, it’s heartrend-
ing that Vinesh has decided to hang her gloves saying, 
“Wrestling has won and I lost.”

IT’S CRUCIAL TO IMPROVE 
HOUSEHOLD SAVINGS RATE

A
FTER a brief  slip, household savings behaviour is re-
turning to normalcy, according to the Reserve Bank. 
This is a welcome development and should help regain 
the trendline growth rate. In 2022-23, household savings 
hit a record low at 5.2 percent of  the gross national dis-

posable income, while debt rose to an all-time high at 5.7 per-
cent. It all began with the pandemic, when households saved 
higher proportions in financial assets like mutual funds and 
equities, which has now partly shifted to physical assets like 
real estate even if  it’s translating to higher borrowings. The 
proportion of  physical assets peaked at 12.9 percent of  GDP 
in 2022-23, while the share of  net financial savings in total 
household savings fell from an average of  39.8 percent during 
2013-2022 to 28.5 percent in 2022-23. Within financial assets, 
what is concerning is the diversification of  financial products 
from traditional bank deposits to riskier assets like equities. 

None other than RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das raised red 
flags in June, indicating that derivatives market volumes might 
have exceeded India’s nominal GDP and took up the matter with 
markets regulator Sebi for appropriate action. A recent Sebi 
study also found that of  the 92.5 lakh retail traders in the deriva-
tives market, only 14.22 lakh made a net profit. In other words, 
about 85 out of  every 100 traders incurred losses. An alarmed 
Sebi wasted no time to raise the minimum contract size for fu-
tures and options (F&O) to `20 lakh and limit weekly options 
contracts. It may take a while for things to subside. But on 
Thursday, the RBI clarified that not all household savings were 
being funnelled into the F&O segment, and that equity growth 
does not necessarily correlate with falling household savings. 

That said, the central bank maintained that alternative 
investments remain attractive to retail customers, due to 
which banks were facing funding challenges with deposits 
trailing loan growth. The widening gap between deposits and 
credit growth could lead to asset liability or liquidity man-
agement challenges for banks, who may be forced to take 
greater recourse to short-term, non-retail deposits and other 
instruments to meet the credit demand. So Das urged banks 
to focus on mobilising household savings through innovative 
products and by leveraging their branch networks. House-
holds account for over 61 percent of  the gross domestic sav-
ings. Hence it’s crucial to sustain the savings momentum.

Q U I C K  TA K E

HOPE FOR THALASSEMIA PATIENTS

THALASSEMIA patients in England are being offered a 
“life-changing” gene therapy through the country’s Na-
tional Health Service. While there are about 2,300 people 

in England who suffer from the inherited disorder in which 
too little haemoglobin is produced by the body, India, with 42 
million carriers of  beta thalassemia, has the largest number 
of  children in the world living with the trait. Though hospi-
tals have official and unofficial donor groups to make blood 
available for the transfusions such patients require, it puts 
enormous strain on families and the healthcare system. In-
dian authorities should closely follow the English experiment 
and try to make the therapy available across the country.
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REVERSE SWING 

Should we have more categories to 
level international playing fields? If 
India’s past performance in Olympic 
hockey is any indication, Barefoot 
Olympics may turn the table on 
richer countries. We may also 
consider a points system in boxing 
and wrestling that doesn’t disqualify 
for minor weight discrepancies
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