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Old traditions, new ties

Narendra Modi must try and convince
Vladimir Putin to end the Ukraine war

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
P Moscow on Monday reaffirms an old tra-
dition of holding annual summits bet-
ween India and Russia leaders. With Russia his
first choice for a bilateral visit in his third tenure,
he also breaks a tradition that Indian Prime Mi-
nisters travel to neighbouring countries on their
first stand-alone visits in a tenure, indicating the
importance of the India-Russia partnership. The
22nd India-Russia Annual Summit has another
first — the first Modi-Putin meet since the Ukraine
war. The 21st summit was in Delhi in December
2021, just before Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin launched “special operations” on Ukraine.
Since then, the two leaders have met just once, at
the SCO summit in Uzbekistan, where Mr. Modi
had stated that this was not the “era of war”. Rus-
sia’s growing dependence on China as a result of
the war is also a concern for India, given tensions
over the LAC. While there will be a scheduled fra-
mework of talks on bilateral issues (trade and
energy relationships, space cooperation for Ga-
ganyaan, and declining but substantial defence
supplies), there will also be an opportunity to
take stock of the war in Ukraine. Apart from its
impact and western sanctions on global security,
and shortages of food, fuel and fertilizers, India
has been worried about its fallout on defence de-
liveries and spares from Russia. While an attempt
to “Make in India” has made headway (Russian
assault rifles and the India-Russia BrahMos mis-
sile), concerns over the reliability of supplies and
the payments issue will need discussion. New
Delhi’s concern over Indian recruitments by the
Russian army is another issue, officials indicate.
Above all, Mr. Modi’s visit sends a geopolitical
message given the contrast to another summit in
Washington. On Tuesday, U.S. President Joseph
Biden will welcome leaders of NATO countries
for the transatlantic grouping’s 75th anniversary.
With Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
and Indo-Pacific leaders who are part of the west-
ern sanctions present, it will be a show of
strength supposed to demonstrate Russia’s “iso-
lation”. Mr. Modi has attempted a balance with
his presence at the G-7 summit outreach in Italy
last month and meeting Mr. Zelenskyy, and later
sending an official delegation to the Peace Confe-
rence in Switzerland. The government has also
shown its enduring commitment to traditional
ties with Russia that stem from the 1971 Soviet Un-
ion Peace and Friendship treaty, by refusing to
condemn the war at the UN and other multilater-
al forums, while continuing to engage with Russia
bilaterally and at groupings such as the SCO,
BRICS and the G-20. All eyes during Mr. Modi’s vi-
sit will then be on how he uses India’s particular
multi-polar, unaligned perch to further the cause
of “dialogue and diplomacy” and help hasten an
end to the conflict that has divided the world.

Winds of change

The rest of the world must do more to
engage with reformists in Iran

T he victory of Masoud Pezeshkian, a refor-

mist who opposes moral policing of wo-

men and calls for engagement rather
than confrontation with the West, in Iran’s presi-
dential run-off, shows that the Islamic Republic,
plagued by economic woes and social tensions, is
still capable of springing a surprise. Until a few
months ago, Iran’s executive, legislature and jud-
iciary were controlled by the so-called ‘principal-
ists” (conservatives), who were opposed to re-
forms. The last few years also saw protests and
state repression. The revolution seemed to be
ageing. Yet, the Islamic Republic has elected a
candidate who calls for change, in a poll that was
necessitated by the death of Ebrahim Raisi, a con-
servative, in a helicopter crash in May. Mr. Pe-
zeshkian, whose only administrative experience
was a cabinet berth in the Khatami government
over two decades ago, was a relatively obscure fi-
gure until last month. When his candidacy was
cleared by the Guardian Council, Iran’s reformist
coalition, which had been weakened after back-
to-back electoral setbacks, threw its weight be-
hind him. Mr. Khatami, and Hassan Rouhani,
moderate cleric and President from 2013-21, en-
dorsed him. In the July 5 run-off, he won 53.6%
votes to beat conservative rival Saeed Jalili.

In recent years, a growing number of Iran’s vo-
ters have stayed away from elections as a protest
against the system. In the first round of the presi-
dential election, the 39.9% turnout fuelled de-
bates about the legitimacy crisis of the semi-re-
presentative system. But the possibility of a
reformist victory brought more voters in the run-
off. The nearly 50% turnout helped Mr. Pezesh-
kian defeat Mr. Jalili despite a conservative conso-
lidation behind him. This also means that the vo-
ters have high hopes about Mr. Pezeshkian, who
in the past has spoken out against the way prot-
ests were handled by security personnel. He also
backs dialogue with the West to revive the 2015
nuclear deal, which was sabotaged by Washing-
ton in 2018. It is to be seen how far he can goina
system tightly controlled by the Shia clergy. Iran’s
President, the highest elected official, has limited
powers in the country’s theocracy which is com-
manded by the Supreme Leader. But with his
strong mandate, Mr. Pezeshkian should not shy
away from pushing for change. The clerical esta-
blishment should see his victory as a message
from the public. This is an opportunity to pro-
mote gradual reforms at home and careful en-
gagement with the world. If Mr. Pezeshkian and
the clergy reach common ground, Iran has a
chance to ride out the storms engulfing it.
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A law around low-carbon climate resilient development

n a landmark judgment, the Supreme

Court of India recently recognised a right

to be “free from the adverse impacts of

climate change” in M.K. Ranjitsinh and
Others vs Union of India — sourcing it from the
right to life and the right to equality. In a previous
article on this page in this daily, “Court on climate
right and how India can enforce it” (July 1, 2024),
we argued that while this is indeed an important
step in establishing climate jurisprudence in
India, it raises the very important question of just
how this right will be protected.

Earlier, we had suggested that a patchwork of
judicial interventions would fall short of the
encompassing and systemic approach climate
change requires. There is, therefore, a strong case
for climate legislation, but only if it is tailored to
the Indian context. Taking this issue forward
provides an opportunity, but also a challenge, for
the new government.

Law to inform development choices
Preparing India to reduce the risks of climate
change and address its impacts requires nothing
less than re-orienting development toward
low-carbon and climate resilient futures. Any law
that attempts to take this on must ensure these
objectives are internalised in routine
decision-making at all levels of development.
Because climate change relentlessly targets the
vulnerable, and because an energy transition
must be just, it must be grounded in the
imperative of advancing social justice.

While the concept of climate law is often
associated with a top-down approach of setting
and achieving targets, in a developing country,
this approach is limited because addressing
climate change is about more than limiting
emissions.

Instead, it requires careful, ongoing,
consideration of each developmental choice and
its long-run synergies and tradeoffs with
low-carbon and climate resilient futures. To
achieve this, the substantive right of protection
against adverse effects of climate change must be
realised, in part, through well-defined procedures
in law that are applicable across levels of
government. Climate action is more credible
when a well-designed institutional structure is
strategising, prioritising, troubleshooting and
evaluating policies behind the scenes.

Several countries (67 according to one
estimate) have experimented with ‘framework
climate laws’ that build governance capacity to
address climate change. Umbrella laws that define
government-wide goals and substantiate them
with a set of processes and accountability
measures are a known and increasingly popular
way of bringing climate action to the heart of
government.

However, these laws vary, and India’s
approach must be tailored to our context.
Starting from a low base of per capita emissions —
less than half the global average — India’s
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emissions are still growing, and our objective
should be to squeeze out as much development
as possible from each ton of carbon and avoid
locking-in to high carbon futures. Moreover, India
is highly vulnerable to climate impacts, and
climate resilience must be an essential element of
the new law. In meeting both objectives,
considerations of social equity must be central.
Consequently, India’s law must ensure
development, but in a low-carbon direction while
building resilience to ever more pervasive climate
impacts.

What we arrive at, then, is a law that helps
navigate developmental choices. It must create
the basis for thoughtful decision-making toward
achieving a low-carbon, resilient society. For
example, since Indian cities are still growing and
changing rapidly, what could low-carbon, climate
resilient cities of the future look like? And what
levers exist to shape those cities? How can city
planning minimise the risk of floods and
vulnerability to heatwaves? How should transport
needs be met through technology shifts such as
electric vehicle adoption and greater attention to
public transport and lifestyle shifts?

Have a low carbon development body

A framework climate law should lay out an
institutional structure capable of crafting viable
answers to these questions. Our ongoing work at
the Sustainable Futures Collaborative provides
some suggestions. An immediate priority is to
create a knowledge body in government capable
of rigorously parsing policy options and the
futures they might generate. We recommend an
independent ‘low-carbon development
commission’, staffed with experts and technical
staff, which could offer both national and State
governments practical ways of achieving
low-carbon growth and resilience.

This body could also serve as a platform for
deliberative decision-making. Vulnerable
communities and those that may lose from
technological change need to be systematically
consulted. Hearing their concerns and
incorporating some of their ideas could lead to
longer-lasting policy outcomes. An example is
South Africa’s Presidential Climate Commission,
which is tasked with charting a course toward just
transition based on inputs and representations
from stakeholders.

Effective climate governance also requires the
ability to set directions, make strategic choices,
and encourage the consideration of low carbon
choices and climate change impacts within line
ministries. Accordingly, the law could create a
high-level strategic body, which we label a
‘climate cabinet’, a core group of Ministers plus
representation from Chief Ministers of States,
tasked with driving strategy through government.
Across the world, climate policy is often defeated
by siloed decision-making. This is one way of
fixing it.

A whole-of-government approach will also

require dedicated coordination mechanisms for
implementation. The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change should continue to
play a central role, but it needs to be
complemented by higher-level coordination.
Here, the pre-existing Executive Committee on
Climate Change (made up of senior bureaucrats
from multiple Ministries), provides a useful
template but only if it is reinvigorated with clearly
specified legal powers and duties.

Engagement with the federal structure

Not least, the law must pay attention to India’s
federal structure. Many areas crucial to reducing
emissions and improving resilience — electricity,
agriculture, water, health and soil — are wholly or
partially the preserve of State and local
governments. When a climate impact is felt, it is
felt first, and most viscerally, at local levels.

Any institutional structure or regulatory
instrument created to protect the Court’s newly
established climate right must meaningfully
engage with subnational governments. First, the
law must establish a channel for subnational
governments to access national scientific
capacity, potentially through the low-carbon
development commission as an intermediary, as
a step toward solving the pervasive problem of
insufficient local climate scientific capacity.

Second, it could articulate ways of financing
local action, for example by requiring
centrally-sponsored schemes to be more aligned
with climate goals or by requiring national
departments to climate tag expenditure towards
local climate resilience.

Third, the law could establish coordination
mechanisms that allow the Centre and States to
consult on major climate decisions. It could also
require the Centre and States to put out
periodically updated medium-term climate plans
built around unified goals. To enable
development of State-specific solutions, States
could also build complementary institutions to
those at the Centre, providing knowledge,
strategy-setting, deliberation and coordination
functions.

The framework law proposed here — one that
enables and catalyses action across national
Ministries and the federal structure — cannot be
the only legal tool in the country’s regulatory
arsenal. Complementary sectoral laws and
amendments may be required, but they would be
informed by the approach laid out by the
framework law.

The Court’s historical pronouncement in M.K.
Ranyjitsinh opens the door to legal and
governance changes that make possible an
actionable right against the adverse effects of
climate change. But to realise this promise, this
open door has to actually be used to pass a
climate law that is well suited to the Indian
context, that steers Indian development choices
toward a low-carbon and climate resilient future,
and that also advances justice.

The ANRF plan has got off on the wrong foot

the Anusandhan National Research

Foundation (ANRF) Bill, marking a historic
start to an initiative to seed, grow, and facilitate
research in India, especially in India’s universities
and colleges.

The 2019 National Research Foundation (NRF)
project report explicitly mentioned that “growing
outstanding research cells already existing at
State Universities” is one of the ANRF’s top
priority. The scientific community welcomed the
Bill and was hoping that the ANRF would provide
much-needed breathing space for Indian
academia for research free from the bureaucracy,
in addition to providing a funding boost and a
chance to work together with industry partners.

l n 2023, both Houses of Parliament passed

Lack of industry representation

Nearly a year later and the ANRF has got off on
the wrong foot. Recently, it announced a
15-member Governing Board and a 16-member
Executive Council, which lack representation
from organisations the ANRF envisioned aiding
and facilitating.

For example, the ANRF aims to strengthen the
research infrastructure of universities. Even
acknowledging that more than 95% of students
attend State universities and colleges in India, the
board and the executive council do not have any
members from Central or State universities or
colleges. In addition to the Principal Scientific
Adviser, they are represented by people who are
usually in any high-powered committees of the
Government of India — Secretaries from all
science departments (Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Department of Biotechnology
(DBT), Department of Scientific and Industrial
Research (DSIR), earth sciences, agriculture,
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health research, atomic energy, new and
renewable energy, electronics and information
technology), higher education and defence
research and development, directors of the
Indian Institute of Science and Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, the Chair of the Indian
Council of Historical Research, a Princeton
mathematics professor, a science administrator
and former Director of the United States National
Science Foundation from Brown University and a
Silicon Valley serial entrepreneur.

However, the board and the council need
representatives who understand the bottlenecks
in the current system, especially in the university
system, and know how to get things done on the
ground rather than being in an advisory role.

Most importantly, the ANRF needs to avoid the
confusion that can arise from multiple
committees. Therefore, creating a single
committee to formulate and implement strategies
on the ground is crucial. This emphasis on
ground-level knowledge and experience among
the committee members should reassure the
research community and stakeholders that the
ANRF’s decision-making process will be
informed, competent, and timely.

The lack of adequate industry representation
and diversity is one of the most glaring omissions
from the current board and council, especially
when the ANRF plans to raise more than 70% of
its funding from non-government sources and
industry. The sole industry representative,
Romesh T. Wadhwani, is an Indian-American
businessman based in Silicon Valley, U.S., and the
sole woman representative is the Secretary of the
DSIR. There is no representation from Indian
industry or any entrepreneurs from the country
or eminent academics from the Central and State

universities on the committee.

R&D underfunding

India underfunds research and development. In
addition to increasing the research and
development budget to 4% of GDP, a significant
overhaul of the current funding system is
required to boost research and to make
innovation coming out of Indian organisations
globally competitive. To achieve this, the ANRF
must: be adequately staffed; implement a robust
grant management system; have an internal
standard peer-review system with an incentive for
reviewers; ensure timely disbursal of research
grants and student fellowships with a quick
turn-around time (less than six months) between
application and fund disbursal; have a system
free from bureaucratic hurdles both at the
funding body and at grantee institutions; provide
flexibility of spending money without following
the government’s stringent general financial rules
(GFR), and permit purchases without going
through the Government e-marketplace (GeM)
portal.

The ANRF must function unlike any other
current government science department, It
should have more diverse representations of
practising natural and social scientists from the
university system, with more women and young
entrepreneurs in its committee. Additionally, the
future chief executive officer of the ANRF must
have a background in both industry and
academia, and be someone who can raise money
for the ANRF and understand the global
innovation ecosystem. A complete overhaul is
required for the ANRF to avoid becoming like any
other government department and to bridge
research and teaching in our universities.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Left of centre shifts
Departing from the existing
winds favouring right of
centre ascendancy in many
countries, the wins of
Labour party leader Keir
Starmer as the Prime
Minister of the United
Kingdom, and reformist
leader Masoud Pezeshkian
as lran’s new
President-elect are reasons
for subdued cheer for the
left of centre ecosystem
everywhere. The noticeable
difference is that while Mr.

to a titular king, Mr.

the common man.

Aranmula, Kerala

Keir does not have to look
over his shoulder frequently

Pezeshkian has no such
luxury as the religious head
and supreme leader could
be breathing down his neck.
The results, on the whole,
proclaim added strength to

Ayyasseri Raveendranath,
It is a welcome change for

Iran that a reformist has
been chosen as the new

J.P. Reddy,

President-elect. But as
conservatives are dominant
in the major institutions,
the President-elect could
have a rough road ahead.

Nalgonda, Telangana

Good initiative

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s initiative to hold
parleys with his Telangana
counterpart, A. Revanth
Reddy, to sort out all issues
on hold since the

bifurcation of the unified
State of Andhra Pradesh is
heartening (Inside pages,
“Naidu, Revanth vow to
solve pending issues”, July

7). Having committees with
representation from both
States is a sound idea.

C.V. Aravind,

Bengaluru

Law and order

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam government in
Tamil Nadu appears to be
slipping in governance (“11

Corrections & Clarifications

from New Delhi to Bagdogra.

Alapan Bandhyopadhyay is a former Chief Secretary and Adviser to West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, and not the Chief Secretary of
West Bengal, as mentioned in a report, “32 lakh aid, job for kin of lynching
victims in Bengal” (‘In Brief’, early editions, July 3, 2024).

A report, “Woman in Chopra flogging refuses to meet Bengal Governor”
(July 3,2024), said that the West Bengal Governor, CV. Ananda Bose, “took
a morning flight from Bagdogra to Siliguri...” It should have been a flight
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persons held for T.N. BSP
leader’s murder”, July 7).
Unlike what it was under
the Jayalalithaa regime,
crime fighting and law and
order appear to have taken
a back seat now. The drug
menace appears to be a
major issue too.

Girija Venkataraman,
Chennai
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The problem of special packages

oalition politics is back
at the Union level in a
substantial way. The
Bharatiya Janata Party is
dependent on the Janata Dal
(United) of Bihar and the Telugu
Desam Party of Andhra Pradesh
for its parliamentary majority.
This is in contrast to 2014 and
2019, when de facto single-party
governments came to office. With
single-party majority becoming a
thing of the past, demand for
State-specific discretionary grants,
or ‘special packages’, are back
with a bang in public discussion.
The positive aspect of
single-party dominance being
tempered by the presence of
coalition partners that can act as a
check if unitary trends surge
cannot be underestimated.
Nevertheless, this is the time to
test the hypothesis that when
single-party dominance at the
Union level fades, federal
tendencies bloom and when a
single-party majority under a
strong leader at the Union level
prevails, federal tendencies wilt.
If a healthy federal structure is
to be nurtured, the fiscal
boundaries, principles of
assignment of taxes, and the basis
for grants have to be transparent
and objective. A federal setup can
be asymmetric in a country that is
characterised by linguistic,
cultural, and economic diversity.
But issues of asymmetry should be
addressed by means of
constitutional provisions that have
both transparency and stability.
The Constitution has provisions
that address the issues of specific
States, or States that have a special
status with regard to certain
matters mentioned in the
Constitution. These provisions are
covered, for instance, in Articles
371A to H (Article 370 for the
erstwhile State of Jammu and
Kashmir, of course, is abrogated).

Purely discretionary

On the contrary, special packages
are purely discretionary. They
may be need-based, but the need
is not the proximate reason for
granting a special package, which
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is an additional grant under
Article 282, which falls under
‘Miscellaneous Financial
Provisions’. More often than not,
they are the result of the
bargaining power of some
State-level political parties that
can tilt the scales of parliamentary
majority. What does this augur for
the health of our federal set-up?

That the outcome of an election
can determine the fiscal
distribution of national resources
to a State or States goes against the
grain of fiscal federalism (or, more
correctly, of federal finance).
Some States may be justified in
their demands for funds, but
allocation has to be through the
mechanism of the Finance
Commission. The Commission is
constituted by the President every
five years or earlier to make
recommendations regarding the
distribution of a share of taxes
collected by the Union to the
States, and how this is to be
distributed among the States, as
per Article 280; and disbursement
of grants to States in need of
assistance, as provided in Article
275. The 16th Finance
Commission, which is already in
existence, cannot be bypassed
solely on account of partisan
political exigencies.

When the same political party
is in power at the Union and State
levels, it is called a ‘double-engine
sarkar. The main engine has lost
the power to run on its own and
the owners of smaller engines that
are needed to pull the train along
are making their own demands.
While individual States may well
need special packages, process is
of the utmost importance. How
have these events impacted the
political and fiscal relations
between the Union and the States?

Federal tendencies

The first issue here is the extent to
which our polity is federal. The
Constitution has been famously
described as having a quasi-federal
framework. C.H. Alexandrowicz,
however, disputed this description
in his work Constitutional
Developments in India (1957),

stating that in situations other
than an Emergency, it assumes a
federal character. The Supreme
Court has made the succinct
observation that our polity is
amphibian — it can assume unitary
and federal characters depending
on whether or not there is an
Emergency under Articles 352 and
356 in force (State of Rajasthan
and Others v Union of India, 1977).

Be that as it may, it is often
argued that the prevailing political
environment crucially determines
whether federal tendencies bloom
or wilt. Keeping this proposition in
mind, the hypothesis stated above
can be put to test.

How fiscal distribution is done
is cardinal in the test of whether
or not federalism is strong. In the
recent past, some States raised
concerns about their share in the
divisible pool of Union taxes facing
a decline. Tax distribution is
formula-based, and it is for the
16th Finance Commission to
address this issue and undertake
the delicate task of balancing the
interests of the States inter se, and
with those of the Centre.

The focus here is on grants, in
the disbursement of which scope
for discretion is wider. In our
constitutional framework, the
primary task of recommending
grants to States in need of
assistance is that of the Finance
Commission, until Parliament
makes legislation in this regard.

But the fact now is that the flow
of discretionary grants to the
States through Article 282 have far
overtaken (by almost a factor of
four) that of the grants
recommended by the Finance
Commissions. Acceding to
demands for special packages
which are raised by State-based
parties, holding the key to
parliamentary majority, will
weaken the foundations of fiscal
federalism, as it will result in
diverting national resources away
from other States, which too may
have pressing needs. If this is
allowed to happen, we will see the
paradox of federal tendencies
wilting instead of blooming when
single-party dominance fades.

Congress has no room for complacency

In the 2026 Assembly polls, the UDF could face a stronger BJP and LDF

STATE OF PLAY
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he Congress-led Unit-
T ed Democratic Front

(UDF) delivered an im-
pressive performance in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections in
Kerala. It won 18 seats — just
one short of the 19 seats it had
won in the 2019 elections —
out of the total 20 seats.

In 2019, its success was at-
tributed to the massive protest
in Kerala against the Supreme
Court order allowing women
of all ages to enter the Lord Ay-
yappa temple at Sabarimala,
as well as the candidacy of
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
in Wayanad. This time, the
strong anti-incumbency senti-
ment against the ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF) go-
vernment, led by the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist),
helped the UDF.

In 2019, the Congress lea-
dership believed that the UDF
would regain power in the As-
sembly polls in 2021. They as-
sumed that anti-incumbency
against the the LDF govern-
ment would suffice for the
coalition. However, this did
not happen, largely because of
the party’s complacency.

On the other hand, the LDF
won thanks to its various so-
cial security measures, its dis-
tribution of food kits through
ration shops post-COVID-19,
and the successful experiment
of a rainbow coalition of 11
constituents. The Left made
history by winning the 2021
Assembly polls in the State,
disrupting the nearly four-de-
cade alternation of power bet-
ween the LDF and UDF.

Chalking out a plan

Though the Assembly elec-
tions are still two years away,
the Congress has began to

chalk out a plan. The party
has announced its national
general secretary, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, as the candi-
date for the Wayanad by-elec-
tion after her brother, Mr.
Gandhi, vacated the seat to re-
tain the Rae Bareli constituen-
cy. The by-election is expected
to coincide with the by-polls in
the Palakkad and Chelakkara
Assembly seats, which were
vacated by Shafi Parambil
from the Congress and K. Rad-
hakrishnan from the CPI (M),
respectively, after their win in
the Lok Sabha elections.

The UDF will have to con-
tend not just with its tradition-
al rivals, but also with the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
National Democratic Alliance,
which has emerged as a for-
midable force in the Lok Sab-
ha polls by securing 19.25% of
the votes and winning the
Thrissur constituency.

Shaken by its electoral de-
bacle, the CPI(M) has began to
carry out corrective measures
both within the party and go-
vernment. These rectifica-
tions may prompt Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan, who has
faced criticism for his style of
governance, to reshuffle the
portfolios in Cabinet and in-
troduce measures to monitor
the bureaucracy.

The CPI(M) leadership has
realised that its poor showing
in the Lok Sabha elections
stemmed primarily from the
arrogant attitude of its party
leaders. Other factors that
contributed to its woes were

the State’s financial crisis, the
LDF’s failure in delivering ex-
isting welfare schemes and
providing dearness allowance
for teachers and government
employees, as well as delays in
paying lakhs of pensioners.

CPI(M) State unit secretary
M.V. Govindan pointed to the
influence of capitalist tenden-
cies on party cadres as a factor
contributing to the LDF’s de-
feat. The serious allegations
against the Chief Minister and
his daughter, the frequent
man-animal conflicts, and
campus violence made mat-
ters worse for the party.

Moreover, the CPI(M)’s at-
tempt to woo the Samastha
Kerala Jem-iyyathul Ulama, a
powerful body of Muslim
scholars with ties to the Indian
Union Muslim League, back-
fired. It not only failed to yield
results but also led to an ero-
sion of Hindu votes, particu-
larly in south Kerala.

The Congress should be
equally wary, as the BJP is set
to tighten its grip in the State
by focusing on 40 of the 140
Assembly seats. The induction
of George Kurian from the Sy-
ro-Malabar community into
the Modi Cabinet will certainly
reinforce the BJP’s efforts to
appeal to Christians.

Drawing inspiration

It is also crucial for the UDF to
recognise that most of its sit-
ting MPs were elected not
based on their performance,
but as a consequence of a ne-
gative vote against the LDF go-
vernment. The CPI(M) conti-
nues to retain a solid vote
bank, and the Left ecosystem
in Kerala has not withered
away. To sustain momentum
leading up to the 2026 As-
sembly polls, the UDF leader-
ship needs to draw inspiration
from the INDIA bloc at the na-
tional level and assert itself
strongly as an opposition to
the CPI(M) in Kerala.

Representation of women in the Lok Sabha

Not only did the Trinamool Congress field a large number of women but most of them also got elected

DATA POINT

Sanjay Kumar
Yashodhara Ranjan

epresentation of women
Rin the Lok Sabha has in-
creased significantly since

the first parliamentary election in
1952 (Table 1). In the first Lok Sab-
ha, there were 22 women MPs out
of a total of 489, constituting a
share of 4.5%. In 1957, of the 494
MPs, 27 were women (5.5%). In the
17th Lok Sabha, which had 543
MPs, 78 were women (14.4%). The
18th Lok Sabha constituted after
the 2024 election has 74 women
MPs out of a total of 543 (13.6%).

There was barely any difference
among political parties between
the 2019 and 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions when it came to fielding wo-
men candidates. The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) gave a slightly
higher proportion of tickets to wo-
men candidates in 2024 (15.7%)
compared to 2019 (12.6%). The
Congress fielded 41 women candi-
dates in 2024 compared to 52 in
2019, but the share of women field-
ed was the same in both years
(12.3%). This is because it contest-
ed fewer seats in 2024 compared
to 2019. The Trinamool Congress
fielded fewer candidates (12) too
compared to 2019 (23) (Table 2).

The success rate of BJP women
candidates declined to 44.9% in
2024 from 74.6% in 2019. The par-
ty fielded more women in 2024
compared to 2019. But the number
of women who got elected in 2024
declined from 41 to 31. On the oth-
er hand, the success rate of Con-
gress women candidates increased
to 18.8% in 2024 from 11.5% in
2019. Of the 41 women candidates
of the Congress, 13 got elected to
the Lok Sabha in 2024. The Trina-
mool Congress fielded 12 women
of which 11 got elected to the Lok
Sabha (91.6% success rate). It is im-
portant to note that five of the 14
women contestants from the Sa-
majwadi Party also got elected to
the Lok Sabha (Table 3).

CM
K

Women constituted 40.9% of all
the Trinamool’s MPs in 2019. In
2024, the share is 37.9%. This is
much higher than any other politi-
cal party. Women constitute 12.9%
of the total number of BJP MPs in
the current House, which is not ve-
ry different from the 2019 share of
13.5%. Similarly, women MPs com-
prise 13.1% of all the Congress MPs
in the current Lok Sabha election.
Though the actual number of Con-
gress MP was far less in 2019, the
share was only marginally less at
11.5% (Table 4).

Many commentators have said
that a large number of women vot-
ed for the BJP because they bene-
fited from the party’s welfare
schemes. The National Election
Study 2024 conducted by Lokniti-
Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS) show that this is
an overstatement. Women voters
have voted for different parties in
different States.

Among women voters in West
Bengal, 53% voted for the Trina-
mool while only 33% voted for the
BJP. This resulted in a stunning vic-
tory for the Trinamool. In Karnata-
ka, 52% of the women voters voted
for the Congress, while 46% voted
for the BJP/National Democratic
Alliance (NDA). In Bihar, 50% of
the women voters voted for the
NDA and only 37% voted for the IN-
DIA bloc. In Haryana, 49% of wo-
men voters chose the Congress/IN-
DIA while 42% voted for the
BJP/NDA. In Madhya Pradesh, 60%
of women voters chose the BJP
compared to only 34% who choose
the Congress. In Delhi, 57% of wo-
men voters chose the BJP, while
41% voted for INDIA. In Rajasthan,
55% of the women voters chose
the BJP while only 39% chose the
Congress. The women’s vote was
slightly tilted in favour of the IN-
DIA bloc in Uttar Pradesh and Te-
langana, but marginally in favour
of the NDA in Maharashtra.

Sanjay Kumar is Professor at the Centre for
the Study of Developing Societies and
Yashodhara Ranjan is a researcher at
Lokniti-CSDS

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Women in the Lower House

The data for the tables were sourced from the Election Commission of India and the National Election Study (NES) 2024

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 8, 1974

Ordinances expected to
immobilise Rs. 500 crores

New Delhi, July 7: The two Ordinances
promulgated by the President late last night to
impound profits, D.A. and wage increases were
expected to immobilise during the current year
atotal of Rs. 500 crores — Rs. 450 crores
accruing from increases in dearness allowance
payable to the employees of the Central and
State Governments, public and private sector
undertakings and Rs. 50 crores representing
dividend payments from profits after taxation —
Mr. B.D. Pande, Union Cabinet Secretary, said
here to-day. Mr. Pande, who was briefing
newsmen on the two Ordinances, said that the
total estimated increases in dearness allowance
during the current year would be Rs. 900 crores
out of which 50 per cent would have to be
credited to a special fund of the provident fund
accounts of the employees while the estimated
dividend payments that would be impounded
would be around Rs. 50 crores. Mr. Pande was
not in a position to indicate the amount by way
of wage increases that would also be impounded
into compulsory deposits. He said that the
schemes would be operative from July 1. The
two Ordinances have come after prolonged
deliberation by the Union Government on how
to combat the continuing rise in prices. Mr.
Pande said that the Government would review
the position if the measures taken under the
Ordinances were found to have had no impact

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 8, 1924

Table 1: Representation of women Table 2: Party-wise proportion of women candidates in the Lok Sabha elections of
from the 1st to the 18th Lok Sabha 2019 and 2024
2024 2019
1st 22 4.50%
0,
2l 2 SAT% BJP 69 15.7% 55 12.6%
3rd 34 6.88%
Congress 41 12.3% 52 12.4%
4th 31 5.96%
5th 2 4.25% Trinamool 12 25.5% 23 37.1%
6th 19 3.51% SP 14 21.9% 6 16.2%
7th 28 5.17% AAP 0 0.0% 3 8.6%
8th 44 8.13% JD(U) 2 12.5% 2 11.8%
oth 36 6.81% RJD 7 29.2% 3 14.3%
0,
10th 42 1.87% TDP 1 5.9% 3 12.0%
11th 40 7.37%
DMK 3 14.3% 2 8.7%
12th 44 8.10%
0, 0,
L3th 48 8.84% SHS(UBT) 2 9.5% 1 4.3%
14th 45 8.29% BSP 38 7.8% 24 6.3%
15th 58 10.68% CPI 2 6.7% 4 8.2%
16th 62 11.42% CPI(M) 7 13.5% 10 14.5%
17th 78 14.36% } . ]
) *Data for Maharashtra is for undivided Shiv Sena.
18th 4 13.63% Source: Data compiled by authors from the Election Commission of India
Table 3: Party-wise success rate of women candidates in the Lok Sabha elections of 2019 and 2024
2024 2019
BJP 69 31 44.9% 55 41 74.6% on the price situation.
Congress 41 13 18.8% 52 6 11.5%
Trinamool 12 11 91.6% 23 9 39.1%
SP 14 5 35.7% 6 0 0.0%
DMK 3 3 100.0% 2 2 100.0% .
JD(U) 2 2 100.0% 2 1 50.0% l I |al by Jlll"y
RJD 7 1 14.3% 3 0 0.0%
TDP 1 1 100.0% 3 0 0.0%

Table 4: Party-wise women elected in the Lok Sabha polls of 2019 and 2024

2024 2019
BJP 31 12.9% 41 13.5%
Congress 13 13.1% 6 11.5%
Trinamool 11 37.9% 9 40.9%
SP 5 13.5% 0 0.0%
DMK 3 13.6% 2 8.7%
JD(U) 2 16.7% 1 6.3%
RJD 1 25.0% 0 0.0%
TDP 1 6.3% 0 0.0%

Lahore, July 8: An important decision has been
reached by a full bench of the Lahore High
Court consisting of Justice Broadway, Fforde and
Campbell, with reference to trial by jury or
assessors. An application was made on Monday
by Mr. D’Connor; Bar-at-law; on behalf of a
British soldier charged under Section 388 I.P.C.,
for causing grievious hurt to an Indian. The
soldier was committed to Sessions for trial
where a Jury was claimed. The Sessions Judge
held the Jury could not be claimed and the High
Court was moved for appeal. The Lordship
decided that in cases of this nature, where a
question of racial consideration arises, a jury
consisting of majority of the defendant’s
countrymen can be claimed.
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On expunction powers in Parliament

Why did the Opposition engage in a war of words with the government over expunging certain remarks? What is the process to expunge remarks in Parliament?

Can a member of the Lok Sabha direct a remark against a Minister? What do the various rules state?

EXPLAINER

Sumeda

The story so far:
he first special session of the
18th Lok Sabha witnessed
heated discussions, with the
Opposition clashing with the
government over a range of issues,

ultimately concluding with a war of words

over the expunction of the remarks of the
leaders of Opposition in both Houses.
Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar

removed portions of Leader of Opposition

(LoP) Mallikarjun Kharge’s speech, which
was critical of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh. Meanwhile, in the Lower House,
parts of Rahul Gandhi’s remarks on the
PM and the BJP were expunged from the
records on the orders of Speaker Om
Birla, sparking allegations of different

yardsticks being applied for different MPs.

When are remarks expunged?
Parliament maintains a verbatim record
of everything that is spoken and takes
place during proceedings. While Article
105 of the Constitution confers certain
privileges and freedom of speech in
Parliament on MPs, it is subject to other
provisions of the Constitution and the
rules of the House. On the orders of the

War of words: Leader Of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge speaks in the House. ANI

over it. Words or expressions held to be
unparliamentary and ordered to be
expunged by the Chair are omitted from
the printed debates.”

There have been recorded instances

objected when a member referred to the
President of Pakistan while asking a
supplementary question about the
international situation. Mr. Nehru said it
would “not be proper” for the Head of a

The only requirement is advance notice,
on receipt of which the Minister
concerned will conduct an inquiry into
the allegation and come up with the facts
when the MP makes the allegation in the
House,” former Lok Sabha Secretary
General P.D.T. Achary says. If the
allegation is neither defamatory nor
incriminatory, the above rule would not
apply, he adds.

“The rule does not obviously apply to
an allegation against a Minister in the
government. Since the Council of
Ministers is accountable to Parliament,
the Members of the House have the right
to question Ministers and make
imputations against their conduct as
Ministers,” Mr. Achary adds.

How do officers expunge remarks?
The Chairman and Speaker are vested
with the power to order the expunction of
remarks under Rule 261, and Rule 380
and 381 of the Rules of Procedure of the
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha, respectively.

Rule 261 states, “If the Chairman is of
opinion that a word or words have or
have been used in debate which is or are
defamatory or indecent or
unparliamentary or undignified, he may
in his discretion, order that such word or
words be expunged from the proceedings
of the Council.” The Lower House has a
similar provision.

The expunged portions are marked by

THE GIST
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Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar removed
portions of Mallikarjun
Kharge’s speech, which was
critical of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the RSS.
Meanwhile, in the Lower
House, parts of Rahul Gandhi’s
remarks on the PM and the BJP
were expunged from the
records on the orders of
Speaker Om Birla.
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The Chairman and Speaker are
vested with the power to order
the expunction of remarks
under Rule 261, and Rule 380
and 381 of the Rules of
Procedure of the Rajya Sabha
and Lok Sabha, respectively.

v

However, the relevance of the
practice of expunging remarks
has lately come into question,
in a digital age where
expunged content remains
accessible due to the live
telecast of proceedings and
wider circulation of
screenshots and videos on

presiding officer, that is, the Chairman in where the scope of expunction has been foreign state to be mentioned in the asterisks with an explanatory footnote social media.
the Upper House and the Speaker in the broadened. Speakers, at their discretion, language the member had used. The stating ‘expunged as ordered by the
Lower House, words, phrases and have ordered the expunction of words objectionable words were then expunged. | Chair.’ If the Chair directs that nothing
expressions which are deemed deemed prejudicial to national interest or Members must withdraw objectionable | will go on record during a member’s
“defamatory, indecent, unparliamentary detrimental to maintaining friendly remarks deemed irrelevant to the debate speech or interruption, footnote ‘not
or undignified” are deleted or expunged relations with a foreign State, derogatory upon the Chair’s request and failure to recorded’ is inserted. A comprehensive
from records. For this purpose, the Lok to dignitaries, likely to offend national comply may lead to expunction. Similarly, | list of words and phrases is circulated to
Sabha Secretariat maintains a sentiments or affect the religious quoting from an unreferenced document media outlets at the end of the day’s
comprehensive list of ‘unparliamentary’ susceptibilities of a section of community, | or speaking after being asked to desist can | proceedings. Once expunged, these
words and expressions. likely to discredit the Army, not in good result in an expunction. words or phrases cease to exist on the
The rules of parliamentary etiquette, taste or otherwise objectionable or likely official record. However, the relevance of
which are laid out to ensure discipline to bring the House into ridicule or lower What about remarks against an MP? the practice of expunging remarks has
and decorum in the Rajya Sabha, say, the dignity of the Chair, the House or the If an MP makes an allegation against their | lately come into question, in a digital age
“When the Chair holds that a particular members, authors M. N. Kaul and S. L. colleague or an outsider, Rule 353 of the where expunged content remains
word or expression is unparliamentary;, it Shakdher note in their book Practice and Lok Sabha outlines the procedural accessible due to the live telecast of
should be immediately withdrawn Procedure of Parliament. For instance, framework to be followed. “The Rule does | proceedings and wider circulation of
without any attempt to raise any debate Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru once not prohibit the making of any allegation. screenshots and videos on social media.
O 9 motivated to opt for research as their THE GIST
n I(era a S Our- ear career can choose honours with research
stream in their fourth year. They should
v

undergraduate programme

What is the intention behind the FYUGP? Can a student leave the programme after three years? What are

some of the concerns raised by academics and activists?

G. Krishnakumar

The story so far:

n July 1, institutions of higher
education in Kerala rolled out
the Four-Year Undergraduate
Programmes (FYUGP). Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan launched the
academic reform that “intends to provide
opportunities that can enable students to
acquire competence in using digital
technologies, computational methods,

data analytics, and other skills essential to

participate in the knowledge economy”.

What is the FYUGP?

The FYUGP began with the formulation of

the Kerala State Higher Education
Curriculum Framework by the Kerala
State Curriculum Committee headed by
Suresh Das, former executive vice
president of the Kerala State Council for
Science, Technology and Environment.
The programme has been introduced in
affiliated colleges of the Kerala, Calicut,

it »

Kannur and Mahatma Gandhi Universities
for the 2024-25 academic year. These
five-year integrated programmes directly
run by the Cochin University of Science
and Technology and Mahatma Gandhi
University have also been restructured to
provide a four-year exit option. Sree
Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit,
Kalady, and Thunchath Ezhuthachan
Malayalam University, Tirur, are also
offering these programmes.

What are its key features?

The Kerala State Higher Education
Curriculum Framework for FYUGP is
formulated with a student-centric
approach and provides maximum
flexibility in terms of choice of disciplines
of study. It also allows a student to move
from one discipline of study to another,
according to the Kerala State Higher
Education Council (KSHEC). Students will
have the chance to determine their
semester-wise academic load, and be
allowed to learn at their pace, to the

extent possible.

The framework also offers flexibility for
students to move from one institution to
another as per their choice. It also offers
flexibility to switch to alternative modes
of learning (offline, distance learning,
online and hybrid).

What are the pathway options?

The programme offers three pathway
options. For the three-year undergraduate
degree, students who wish to exit after
three years will be awarded an
undergraduate degree in the major
discipline after securing a specific number
of credits (133 or above) and satisfying
minimum course requirements.

A four-year undergraduate honours
degree in the major discipline will be
awarded to those who complete a
four-year degree programme with the
specific number of credits (177 or above)
and after satisfying minimum course
requirements.

Additionally, students who are highly

do aresearch project or dissertation
under the guidance of a faculty member
of the university/college. Students who
secure 177 credits, including 12 credits
from a research project/dissertation, are
awarded the undergraduate degree
(Honours with Research).

What are the concerns?
The core objective of the undergraduate
curriculum stemmed from the
government’s intent to build a strong
knowledge society that can help develop
and sustain a knowledge economy. The
Department of Higher Education hopes
that the reform will equip students with
the knowledge base and intellectual
abilities that will make them effective
citizens in a knowledge society and offer
them multiple employment options.
However, a group of academic experts
and cultural activists, have issued a joint
statement against the ‘unilateral’ roll-out
of the FYUGP, warning that that the
reform could “dismantle” the existing
structure of arts and science courses
including BA, BSc and BCom that have
been in existence for several decades.
They also alleged that it lacked in-depth
study in any subject. A section of teachers
have also pointed out the gaps in
infrastructure in campuses and the lack of
adequate training for teachers on various
aspects related to the programme’s
implementation.

On July 1, institutions of higher
education in Kerala rolled out
the Four-Year Undergraduate
Programmes.
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The core objective of the
undergraduate curriculum
stemmed from the
government’s intent to build a
strong knowledge society that
can help develop and sustain a
knowledge economy.
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However, a group of academic
experts and cultural activists,
have issued a joint statement
against the ‘unilateral’ roll-out
of the FYUGP, warning that
that the reform could
“dismantle” the existing
structure of arts and science
courses.
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What is the Internet Archive and why is it
facing backlash from book publishers?

Why are traditional publishers such as Hachette, HarperCollins, Wiley, and Penguin Random House suing Internet Archive? How does the Archive

save and store web pages? How has removing books from the Archive affected students?

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
nternet Archive (IA), a non-profit
that aims to digitise, preserve, lend,
and share multi-media content, is
embroiled in a major legal
challenge as it faces off against traditional
publishers accusing it of copyright
violations. The free digital library is
fighting the forced removal of around half
a million books from its platform, which it
argues functions like a library.

What is the case against Internet
Archive?

While a great number of books digitised
and uploaded by Internet Archive were
already in the public domain — such as
historical sources, old classics, etc. —
many traditional publishers have alleged
that Internet Archive violated their
copyrights and illegally made their books
available to the public, by scanning
physical copies and distributing the
digital files.

In the case Hachette vs Internet Archive
that began in 2020, traditional publishers
Hachette, HarperCollins, Wiley, and
Penguin Random House sued Internet
Archive. On March 24 last year, District
Judge John G. Koeltl issued an order in
favour of the publishers. “IA’s Website
includes millions of public domain
ebooks that users can download for free
and read without restrictions,” noted the
order, adding, “Relevant to this action,
however, the Website also includes 3.6
million books protected by valid
copyrights, including 33,000 of the

Publishers’ titles and all of the Works in
Suit.” In particular, traditional publishers
were against IA’s temporary ‘National
Emergency Library’ (NEL) initiative that it
launched during the COVID-19 pandemic.
This was to allow more users to access the
e-books in its collection while physical
libraries were locked down. “During the
NEL, 1A lifted the technical controls
enforcing its one-to-one owned-to-loaned
ratio and allowed up to ten thousand
patrons at a time to borrow each e-book
on the Website,” stated the 2023 order.

In general, IA uses a system known as
“controlled digital lending” to limit the
number of people who can access an
e-book. It ended its emergency library
system after being hit with the lawsuit.
Internet Archive used the doctrine of fair
use to defend itself in the case, but this
did not hold up. The organisation said it
would appeal, but did so after some delay.

The case is ongoing, with the oral
argument stage of the appeal taking place
on June 28.

Why are books being removed?

As aresult of the lawsuit, IA was forced to
remove over half a million books from its
database, with the Director of Library
Services at Internet Archive, Chris
Freeland, calling out the “profoundly
negative impact” on users.

According to testimonies collected by
IA, the mass removal hurt students who
could not access books for academic
research. While IA identifies itself as a
library, it has been compared to a shadow
library or a piracy database by traditional
publishers, who disagree with its

“controlled digital lending” approach.
Despite the removal, however, Internet
Archive is still home to a rich collection.

As of late June, the web archive said it
contained 835 billion web pages, 44
million books and texts, 15 million audio
recordings, 10.6 million videos, 4.8
million images, and 1 million software
programs. Live concerts and television
programs also make up part of this
collection.

What is Wayback Machine?

While Internet Archive buys physical
books, digitises them, lends them to
users, or makes them available for
download, it has since 1996 also focused
on preserving web pages. The platform
claims users can explore over 866 billion
saved web pages through its own search
service.

“We began in 1996 by archiving the
Internet itself, a medium that was just
beginning to grow in use. Like
newspapers, the content published on the
web was ephemeral — but unlike
newspapers, no one was saving it. Today
we have 28+ years of web history
accessible through the Wayback Machine
and we work with 1,200+ library and
other partners through our Archive-It
program to identify important web
pages,” noted Internet Archive on its
website. Users can help IA archive parts of
the internet at no cost, or they can reach
out to the platform to make their own
work publicly available.

How can one use Wayback Machine?
Using Wayback Machine is easy and free

of cost, though results are not always
guaranteed.

To begin, navigate to the Wayback
Machine web page, where you will see a
bar in which you can enter a
URL/keywords relevant to the web page
or content you are looking for.

Then, hit ‘enter’ and wait for the
results to be shown. If the content was
new, rarely viewed, or deleted a very long
time ago before being captured for the
archive, you may not get many results or
any at all.

However, you have a good chance of
finding content such as old websites that
no longer exist today, earlier versions of
existing websites, deleted social media
posts, archived versions of paywalled
articles, and archived versions of content
that is blocked or censored in your
jurisdiction.

A graphic will show you how many
times Internet Archive “crawled” the
content in the past months or even years,
allowing you to click on the calendar
bubbles to pick out “snapshots” of the
web content from different periods of
time.

However, the service can be patchy at
times and not all content might have been
perfectly saved; broken links, missing
media, or pages that won’t load are often
the end result.

While Wayback Machine is useful for
personal research or to access
information sources, users should be
cautious about relying on the data
obtained through such sources, as the
saved information can sometimes be
outdated or inaccurate.
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Indian cricketer Mahendra Singh Dhoni was born on July 7, 1981. A quiz on the legend

Vembu Shankar the biopic M. S. Dhoni: The Untold
Story playing the character of a

A national selector?

QUESTION 1 A

In which city was M. S. Dhoni born? QUESTION 6

A

QUESTION 2

Which division of the south east
Railways was M. S. Dhoni initially
stationed as a ticket collector?

N

QUESTION 3

M. S. Dhoni has taken only one wicket
in his international career. Who was
the batter whom Dhoni got out
bowled?

A

QUESTION 4

Which battalion of the Parachute
Regiment is Lt Col (Honorary) M. S.
Dhoni assigned with?

A

QUESTION 5

Apart from M. S. Dhoni, who is the

cricketer who appears as himself in

CM
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The wedding of M.S. Dhoni and Sakshi
Rawat was held at Vishranti Resorts in
2010. The resort is owned by which
former Ranji Trophy player?

A

QUESTION 7

What name did M.S. Dhoni sport in his
jersey while appearing for the India vs
New Zealand match at
Visakhapatnam, on October 29, 20167
A

QUESTION 8

Which Indian cricketer made his debut
alongside M.S. Dhoni playing against
Bangladesh at Chattogram on
December 23, 2004?

A

QUESTION 9

What is M. S. Dhoni's test cap
number?

Visual question:
Apart from Chennai Super Kings, M. S. Dhoni has captained this
team as well in the Indian Premier League. Name it. AFP
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Questions and Answers to the July 5 edition
of the daily quiz: 1. This book written in Latin by
a science genius was authorised by the noted
diarist Samuel Pepys. Ans: Sir Isaac Newton's
Philosophia Naturalis Principia Mathematica
2. This country in North Africa got its
independence from Spain on July 5 in 1962. Ans:
Algeria

3. This legendary crooner's debut single was
recorded on July 5, 1954. Ans: Elvis Presley

4. This person made history by winning the
Gentleman's Singles title at Wimbledon 49 years
ago. Ans: Arthur Ashe dethroned Jimmy
Connors to become the first black man to win
the coveted title

5. Dolly, the first mammal to be cloned, was this
kind of animal. Ans: Sheep

6. Name the online giant founded on July 5. Ans:
Amazon

Visual: This is the currency of this South American
country. Ans: Venezuela

Early Birds: Varghese Joseph| Jyot Prakash|
Akshansh Thakur| Aaryaman Thakur| Sunil
Kannada

The writer is an Indian Army veteran.

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

Its the start of
a burgeoning
romance

She has ants in her pants as she
has been waiting for a call from
the university

S. Upendran

What is the meaning of ‘have ants in
one’s pants’? (Anu Mittal, Gurugram)
This is an expression frequently used in
American English in informal contexts.
When you say that you have ‘ants in your
pants’, what you mean is that you are so
excited or anxious about something, that
you are unable to sit still even for a little
while. Even when you stand, you are full
of nervous energy; as a result, you pace
up and down. Whether you are standing
or sitting, you are unable to stay still. You
are restless and constantly fidgeting. All
this makes sense, I suppose. After all, if
you had a lot of ants crawling up your
pants, you wouldn’t be sitting or standing
still, would you? Being very anxious about
the prospect of being bitten in the wrong
places, you might contemplate removing
your clothing and doing everything
possible to get rid of the insects. The
expression is frequently used with
children who have energy to spare!

Please take the dog for a walk. She’s had
ants in her pants all day.

Tomorrow is Deepak’s birthday. It’s not
surprising he has ants in his pants.

What does ‘burgeon’ mean? How is
the word pronounced? (R Viswanath,
Chennai)
First, let us deal with the pronunciation of
the word. It consists of two syllables; the
‘bur’ in the first, rhymes with the words
‘fur’, ‘her’ and ‘sir’. The ‘g’ that follows
sounds like the ‘j’ in ‘juice’, jam’ and
‘jump’, and the final ‘eo’ is like the ‘a’ in
‘china’. The word, which comes from the
0ld French ‘barjoner’ meaning ‘to bud or
sprout’, is pronounced ‘BUR-jen’ with the
stress on the first syllable. Dictionaries
often label the word ‘literary’, and today,
it is mostly used to mean ‘to grow or
increase rapidly’. Anything that burgeons,
expands and flourishes. The word can be
used with living and non-living things.
After a rough start to the profession,
Atul burgeoned into an excellent teacher.
It was obvious to all that love was
burgeoning between the two classmates.

Which is correct? Pay in cash or pay
by cash? (S. Mangalam, Vellore)
Although ‘pay by cash’ is sometimes
heard nowadays, careful users of the
language would say ‘pay in cash’. They
would consider ‘pay by cash’ incorrect.
These individuals would prefer to say ‘pay
in cash’ or ‘pay cash’

Id just paid cash for the groceries when
the store alarm went off.

I don’t know why, but Usha always
prefers to pay in cash.

The expression ‘pay by’ is used when
you make use of credit cards, cheques.

When Shiva bought an expensive car, he
paid by cheque.

Nowadays, we talk about ‘online
payment’ and ‘paid online’ — we do not
say ‘paid by online’ or ‘paid in online’.

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Mogul:

a very wealthy or powerful businessman

Synonyms: king, baron, big businessman,
top executive, tycoon, magnate

Usa g€ The media mogul said he wanted to
buy his company.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/mogulpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /maug(s)l/, /mougal/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Liteis good

SEBTI’s push for passive funds is welcome

RICHA MISHRA

tadiscussion session on
gastroenterologist Dr Shiv
Kumar Sarin’s book, Own
Your Body: A Doctor’s
Life-saving Tips, most
experts felt that coffee — two cups —
wasactually not bad for health.
If coffee is good for health, why is it
still not the favoured drink of Indian

assive funds have been big beneficiaries of the
record inflows into mutual funds since Covid
market lows. This category accounted for

about 16.5 per cent of the assets managed by the
industryin May 2024, more than double the 7 per cent
share four years ago. In developed markets such as the
US, passive funds have already nudged past actively
managed funds.

(((
G

POCKET

| ; d never complained abc
"Why, you had never complained about the
}L quality of groceries when prices were low!”

Considering cheaper costs and the lower
risk associated with these funds, the
Securities and Exchange Board of India’s
(SEBI’s) move to frame ‘MF Lite’ regulations
toencourage passive productsisastepin the
rightdirection. A nudge towards passive
products is good for mutual fund investors on
many counts. For one, with over 30 categories
ofactively managed products on every
AMC’s (Asset Management Company’s)
menu, investors who are new to mutual funds
are often befuddled bya problem of plenty
and are unable to make informed choices on
the right categories or fund managers to
select. Passive funds narrow down the
choices as they mirror known indices. They
also shield investors from excessive
dependence on fund manager skills and the
success or failure of a fund house’s
investment style or thesis. Passive funds are
also an option for investors with lower risk
appetites, as the downside is capped to the
extent of the fall in the index when market
conditions turn hostile.

More importantly, active funds in India are
findingita tough task to beat their
benchmarks. A paper put out by SEBI last
year showed that be they direct or regular
plans, only 27-66 per cent of the active funds
were able to match or outperform their
benchmarks over 1 to 10-year timeframes.
Passive funds are already far cheaper for
investors to own than active funds. While
index funds and exchange traded funds
charge amaximum TER (total expense ratio)
of 1 per cent, TERs onactive funds cango as
high as 2.25 per cent. While SEBT has been
grappling with the issue of trying to reduce
TER caps for active managers, encouraging
more passive funds may be a simpler way to
achieve such reductions through
competition. The entry of more AMCs into
thefield, enabled by lower net worth
requirements under MF Lite could aid
competition and benefit investors too.
Existing AMCs —who can hive off their
passive schemes under MF Lite —may also
be able torejig their cost structures.

That said, a fewaspects of the MF Lite
regulations need fine-tuning. The regulations
seek tointroduce anew category of hybrid
passive funds, but try to micromanage how
exactly these indices should be constituted.
This could stifle innovation as the risk
appetite of investors seeking hybrid funds
canalsovary. While existing AMCs are
allowed to hive off their passive business,
separating shared resources may be easier
said than done. The move to encourage
passive products must also gowith fostering
further innovation in index construction
itself, currently vested with the exchanges.
SEBI should also go for uniform applicability
of MF Lite across all passive schemes.

RAVIKANTH
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households? Itis still not a popular drink
for most Indians despite two of the
prominentbeans, Arabicaand Robusta,
being grown here.

Arabicahas a sweeter, smoother taste
toit, while Robusta is generally more
bitter and harsher on the taste buds. Is
coffee’slack of mass appeal due toit not
being promoted sufficiently orisit
becauseitis still seenas a premium
drink?

Yes, the cafe culture has broughtina
shift, but still coffee has not become a
popular household drink. There are two
reasons for this, according to those who
are into coffee plantation business.

One, India has always been atea
consuming countryand it s difficult for
any other beverage to make amark. And,
two, coffee is produced only in the South.
Infact, the three southern States —
Tamil Naidu, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh — account for most of the
coffee drinkers.

STAPLE BEVERAGES

According to Harish Bijoor of Harish
Bijoor Consults Inc., “Coffee and tea are
both staple beverages and both are plant
outputs. Coffee has lagged because itis
seen for aniche audience and is
dominant essentiallyin South India. Tea,
onthe other hand, has always been
promoted across the countryand is
omnipresent across areas. Besides, itis
easyto prepare, while coffee is that much
more complicated in its preparation
mechanism.”

“Todayas we speak coffee has gone far
beyond the pathetic consumption levels
30yearsagowhenIwasin the sector.
Coffee needs to be promoted much more
vigorously,” he said, adding that “the
liquid coffee movement which was
promoted essentially during the cafe
revolution that hit India has really done
wonders to its consumption. People
drinkagreat cup of coffee ina Starbucks
or Cafe Coffee Dayand get backhome
and want to make something similar. If
they cannot make something similar,
theyatleast tryto pick up aninstant
coffee packet thatis as close as possible
tothe one theyhad.”

But coffee remains the drink of South
India and for the rest of the Indian
marketitisadrinktobehadinacafe
where itis made best, says Bijoor, adding
that “when it comes tohome

Taking coffee to
the masses

Popularising this beverage, which is produced and largely consumed in the South, requires
vigorous promotion, reducing the chicory content, changing the labelling norms

consumption, everyday consumption or
multiple cups of consumption it remains
tobe cups of tea. Coffee is served for
special occasions.”

According to Coffee Board Secretary,
KG Jagadeesha, “Coffee Board takes up
lots of generic promotionsatitsend. In
fact, on the policyfront, in our proposal
for the new Coffee (Promotionand
Development) Bill, which will replace
the over 80-year-old existing Act, we
have proposed that the role of the Coffee
Board should be that of a facilitator and
notaregulator.”

The push to coffee is pretty evident in
terms of number of campaigns that have
been comingup.

Says R Sanjith Secretary-General,
UPASI (United Planters’ Association of
Southern India), “As per arecent study
on coffee consumption, the per capita

Coffee remains the
drink of South India
and for the rest of the
Indian market it is a drink
to be had in a cafe where
it is made best.

consumption declined marginally during
the last decade, while there was a small
increase in the absolute coffee
consumption figures. The reason for this
static growth in coffee consumption
could be due to blending of chicorywith
coffee at a maximum of 49 per cent. This
could potentially mask not only the taste
and flavour of coffee but also dilute the
stimulating effects of coffee. Globally,
mixing of chicory with coffee is confined
toacouple of regions/countries and as
per ICO (International Coffee
Organization), the member countries
should promote coffee that contains at
least 95 per cent green coffee as the basic
raw material.”

PACKAGING MATTERS
“Theideal case scenario for growthin
coffee consumption is reduction of
chicory content in coffee to a minimum.
That being the case, UPASI supports the
Coffee Board’s initiative toamend the
labelling norms to indicate the coffee
and its content on the front cover of
package, as it will enable the consumers
to make an informed choice for purchase
of coffee,” Sanjith adds.

Clearly, if consumption of coffee has
to be increased, the consumer should be

made aware of how pure the coffees.
Apartfrom awareness, priceisan
importantaspect. Coffee is expensive,
largely because the entire production
process is cumbersome. According to
Nadikerianda Bose Mandanna, former
Vice-Chairman Coffee Board,
“Preparation of filter coffee is alaborious
process in India— beans have tobe
roasted, ground and decoction made,
whereas in the West machines are used
more frequently. Indians still prefers the
South Indian filter coffee.”

Mixing of chicory prevents the
consumer from tasting real coffee, he
said. There isa demand toreduce the
percentage of chicoryin coffee.

“Coffee powder and coffee beans may
be the cheapestin India. But the problem
isin making. The process is cumbersome
thatitbecomes difficult for the families
tomake it their home product.” This
leads to the next question: what could be
therole of governmentin all this?

Asetof rules have tobe in place which
would ensure that the percentage of
chicory mixed in coffee is much lower
and the labelling must depict the same.
To make coffee popular, all stakeholders
need to work together to ensure the
demand grows.

Biden show is getting Democrats all worked up

Agitated Democrats want the President to quit the race, and name dropping of potential candidates has already begun

|
Sridhar Krishnaswami

right for President Joe Biden even

ifhe tries to put the best spin.
First was his disastrous debate in
Atlanta, when his fumbling and
mumbling rattled the wits out of the
Democrats. And a group of Democratic
Governors heard the President saying
that he needed more sleep and that he
would have to stop scheduling events
after 8 pm.

The saving grace as of now is that
Biden seemed to have held his own in
his Friday interview with ABC News,
but not many have been convinced of an
incumbent having to repeatedly defend
his ability to lead the United States for
another four years. And the clamour has
started within the Democratic Partyand
top-flight donors that in the interests of
himself, party and country, Biden
should leave the race.

But an embattled Biden who has not
faced a defeat in polls in his long innings
in Washington DC has increasingly been
striking a defiant tone. “...if the Lord
Almighty came down and said, Joe, get
outta therace,’ I'd get outta the race,” he
told ABC’s George Stephanopoulos. But

S omehow things are not going

he was quick to add, “The Lord
Almighty’s not comin’ down.” Agitated
Democrats who are looking at the
national polls and battleground states
showing the incumbent trailing former
president Donald Trump, have started
looking for options.

“The President is rightfully proud of
hisrecord. But he is dangerously
out-of-touch with the concerns people
have about his capacities moving
forward and his standing in this race.
Four years ago at this time, he was 10
points ahead of Trump. Today, he is six
points behind,” David Axelrod, former
advisor to President Barack Obama has
been quoted.

SOUNDING OUT COLLEAGUES
What started as a quiet murmur has
now openly surfaced into a movement
among Democrats with at least four in
the House of Representatives and
Senator David Warner said to be quietly
sounding out colleagues in the Senate.
Aside from ruthlessly putting down
President Biden’s debate performance
on CNN, neither Trump nor his
campaign have joined the oust-Biden
movement perhaps for one or two
reasons: watching from the sidelines
with glee Democrats themselves taking

REGAINING MOJO. Running out of time

apart their candidate; or worried that
their entry could hasten the process and
produce a candidate who is not only
much younger than the 78-year-old
challenger but far more aggressive in
taking down the falsehoods that Biden
gave a pass or failed to respond in the
June 27 encounter.

The name dropping has already
begun even if every one of the potential
candidates are publicly rooting for
President Biden to stay on. And heading
thelist is Vice-President Kamala Harris
whois 19 years junior to Trump in age as
also a feisty and no-nonsense debater
who will have the biggest advantage of
campaign funds currently available. But

atleast six other Governors are being
spoken of as possible replacements:
Gavin Newsom of California; Illinois’ JB
(Jay Robert) Pritzker; Gretchen
Whitmer of Michigan; Wes Moore of
Maryland; Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania
and Roy Cooper of North Carolina. All
thisis not to forget the name of Michele
Obama that gets dropped every now and
then. And if areplacement is indeed
found, who is the Vice-Presidential
nominee on the ticket?

The one thing that Biden and
Democrats do not have is the luxury of
time, both by way of seeing how things
unfold at the National Convention
starting August 19 in Chicago or waiting
how President Biden performs in the
next debate on September 10.

Privately senior Democrats and
donors will be hoping for the issue to
settle even through a fractured
convention, for at stake on November 5
is not only the Presidency, butin the
Democrats’ hope of re-taking the House
and improving their fortunes in the
Senate. Biden may be hedging his bets
on The Almighty who may not be
interested to get into the mess.

The writer is a senior journalist who has reported from
Washington DC on North Americaand United Nations
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All eyes on the Budget

TDP Supremo Chandrababu Naidu’s
reported $12 billion aggregate aid
request from Central Government is
a hefty sum, but the Central
Government might consider it small
change to avoid a political collapse,
due to the compulsions of a coalition
government. Fora $3.5 trillion Indian
economy, the fiscal support

packages sought are not much, one

may argue. Nitish Kumar, another key

ally, has reportedly joined the fray,
asking for additional financial
assistance running into few billion
dollars besides special category
status for Bihar.

Combined, their demands exceed
the total allocations to all States put
together as loan assistance for the
current fiscal. All eyes are on the
upcoming Budget to see how
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
will mange the fisc to accommodate
these massive requests from key
allies.

Comedy of errors

The Chief Ministers of the two
Telugu speaking States on Saturday
met to resolve pending issues post

bifurcation at Praja Bhavan in
Hyderabad. So what is the big deal
about the venue one would ask?
Almost around the same time nine
years ago, K Chandrashekara Rao had
given the go-ahead for asting
operation against Telugu Desam
Party.

The episode also caught Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister and TDP
President N Chandrababu Naidu
talking to the MLC concerned
promising to honour all the promises
made to him.

This operation put Naidu ina spot
politically, making him go to
Vijayawada with bag and baggage,
while A Revanth Reddy, now
Telangana Chief Minister, was
arrested. Nine years later, Reddy,

who subsequently quit TDP to join
Congress in Telangana, and Naidu,
have become Chief Ministers.Ina
week of quick developments, Naidu
wrote to his protégé Reddy, offering
to settle several unresolved
bifurcation issues. Reddy responded
positively and offered to host the
talks in Hyderabad.

The meeting went off well with the
two sides agreeing to set up two
high-level committees to study and
resolve theissues. What everyone
missed was that the venue of the
meeting — Praja Bhavan (it used to
be called Pragati Bhavan) —is the
same place from where KCR gave his
consent for the the sting operation.
Spirit of Mumbai

Mumbai, which records the lowest

turnout in any election, was in full
force to celebrate the victory of
cricket World Cup champions
despite the wet weather. The day
after the victory lap, the Bombay
Municipal Corporation-appointed
workers collected 9,000 kg of waste
along the Marine Drive, a VIP stretch
frequently used by MLAs and
bureaucrats heading for the ongoing
State assembly session at Vidhan
Bhavan.

Having found scores of discarded
chappals and shoes collected from
the waste during the morning walk,
an avid stock investor went on to buy
stocks of Bataand Campus Shoes. Is
that called the spirit of the city that
never sleeps?
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More than just money

Health and happiness imperative for true wealth

BOOK REVIEW.

GR Balaji

ark Mobius strongly
M believed borrowing was

neveragood option,a
bigvirtue learned from his father.
Thisled him toworkinlocal bars
and clubs tokeep his college
dreamalive. According to Mobius,
real wealth is beyond money. Ithas
intellectual growth, emotional
strength, social connections and
soon. It’s the richness of your life
asawhole whichis true wealth. He
admires billionaires living
modestly like Warren Buffettand
Mark Zuckerberg.

Wealth covers more than just
moneyand includes happiness,
knowledge, health, fame. Mobius
refers to some financially
successful people like Alexander
Winston who died unhappyas his
luxurious lifestyle separated him
from society. People around him
gotinterested in his wealth and
not him. Mobius believes healthis
the real wealth and without
health, wealth is meaningless. The
longer youlive you have abetter
chance of creatingand enjoying
wealth. Warren Buffet is one such
living example; Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala died early due toa
poor lifestyle. To gain more in life
youneed to sustain yourself first.

YOURBEST ASSET IS YOU
Fortune begins with investingin
your bestasset — you. Your
earnings power depends on how
goodyour healthis which allows
you to performyour duties best
which canresultinbetter
outcomes. Always give
importance toinvest in your skills,
educationand health, he
emphasises.

Endlesslearning will help you
tobe top of your chosen field
which canaid one to create strong
material wealth. Buffettinvested
approximately 80 per cent of time
reading and thinkingabout
investment which led to his huge
investment success.

Connectionisanother
important source of wealth. Itis
not what youknow but whoyou
know that can help one climb the
ladder of success. Every turn of
your life is dependent on other
people and to build strong
relationships firstbecome
genuinely interested about them
and theirinterests.

Mobius discusses various
investment asset classes like cash,
stocks, bonds, property, precious
gems, cryptos and soonand
substantiating each class’ merit
and disadvantage. No currency, he
says, holds value over time and is
the biggestrisk of cash asan asset.

THE BOOK OF 0

WEALTH

MARK Momiug
——— -

Title: The Book of Wealth: A
Young Investor's Guide to
Wealth and Happiness
Author: Mark Mobius
Publisher: Penguin

Price: 3215

Mobius prefers equity forlong
terminvestmentas the return
tends tobe 2xbetter thanbonds.
One dollar of equityin 1801
resulted in $8.8 million by 2001 vs
$13,975 inbonds over a 200-year
period.

Both,a steep bull marketand
bear market, are not
representative of the long term
potential of the equityasset class.
He shares the example of Jesse
Livermore, whowas called Great
Bear of Wall Street, whomade a
big fortune during the 1929
Depression by shorting the
market. Bondsare alsovery
effective tools in managing
portfolios. During the period
between 1870 and 1940, both
bonds and equities delivered
equivalent return reflecting the
importance of bondsin certain
economic circumstances.

Mobius’last chapter is devoted
toinvestment strategies to putall
assets together to create one’s
own unique portfolio. Mobius
believes emotion controls
everyone’s behaviours more than
anyone realises and we are subject
tosuch behaviourslike herd
mentality, which results in selling
stocks in panic or buying
voraciouslyin panic to grab stocks
whose price is rapidlyrising.
Peopleattempt tomovetoa
decision faster than normaland
suspend reason and become
irrational and start following what
othersare doingrather than
considering the alternative
strategies.

To conclude, there are many
paths towealth and people can
take different routes to achieve
the samebut wealthhasall the
meaningwhenitresultsin
happiness, which is the ultimate
need of everyhuman being.

The reviewer is Head of Research, ithought
Financial Consulting

thehindubusinessline.
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Survey hints at bold moves to sustain growth

“The economy appears to be in a resilient mode in terms of growth, inflation and
balance of payments” and there are “signs of improvement in the investment
climate in recent months,” the Ministry’s Economic Survey for 2003-04 has said,
referring to the 8.2 per cent growth in real GDP registered in the previous year.

TRAI mandates 6-month validity for all tariff plans

In a move that would protect mobile and fixed line users from any increase in
tariff hike soon after taking a connection, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India has made it mandatory for operators to put a six month validity period on
all tariff plans. This means that if a subscriber takes a tariff plan today, the
operator cannot bring about any increase in the tariff package for the next six

months.

Alstom to make India global production hub

French engineering giant Alstom is planning to set up a research and
development (R&D) centre in Bangalore and upgrade its Vadodara and Delhi
operations as part of plans to make India its global manufacturing hub and

exports base.

Demystifying the world of RBI

An insider’s account of how RBI Governors dealt with crises, as also the personal initiatives launched by them

BOOK REVIEW.

S Adikesavan

idway through her

220-page book A Fly on

the RBI Wall, Alpana

Killawala, former head

of Communication at
RBI, recounts how a policy on
communication was crafted during the
tenure of the legendary Dr YV Reddy as
Governor. Alpana, who started asa
professional journalist and joined RBI at
the behest of the late S Venkitaramanan,
the 18th Governor, describes this
document more as a “dissemination”
policy rather than true
“communication.”

The book offers a breezy yet insightful
read, delving into the communication
(read dissemination) styles of six
Governors, all men of significant
scholarship and intellectual prowess,
from 1992 to 2019. For those interested
in financial regulation and policy, how
these leaders formulated policy and
communicated with the mediaand
public will be particularly engaging.

PIVOTAL EVENTS

The author revisits pivotal events such
as the securities scam, the rupee’s
two-step devaluation, the South-East
Asian currency crisis, the Ketan Parekh
episode, the 2008 financial turmoil, the
taper tantrums, the Asset Quality
Review, and demonetisation. Through
aninsider’s perspective, it provides a
detailed narrative of the Governors’
responses to these crises.

What is engaging is the sidelight that
she provides. Most of us know the way
the RBI Governors dealt with these
crises. Mostly, the gentlemen got it
right. We can cavil at certain decisions
with the benefit of hindsight. But their
copybook is largely unblotted. What
went on behind the scenes even as these

NEW READS.

decisions were taken is the stuff of the
book.

With ablend of flourish and
sensitivity, Alpana adds colour to RBI
Governors, otherwise perceived as
pedantic and ivory-towerish. For
instance, she recounts how Dr
Rangarajan, a distinguished monetary
economist, was forced to speak in Hindi
(alanguage he barely managed) by the
Chairman of a parliamentary
committee, despite two Hindi-fluent
Deputy Governors offering to
substitute. This incident, although
resolved, was a poignant moment
illustrating language chauvinism. Such
tendencies persist with equal
vehemence even now.

‘JAMES BOND’

Another time, a celebrity author
sensationalised Raghuram Rajan’s image
as “James Bond”, punning on “bond”
and suggesting that the “guy has put sex
back into the “limp sensex”. It was
embarrassing. The communications
team at RBI then asked the Governor
whether he was okay with such type of
coverage. He emphatically said he was
not. “I have a wife and a young
daughter,” he said. Alpana and her team
then saw to it that the Governor’s
bespectacled visage became the norm
for his newspaper pictures, in a bid to
mitigate his “appeal”.

Alpana, with her front-row seat and
active role in shaping RBI’s
communication, weaves a captivating
tale that avoids becoming dull despite
the arcane subject matter. She also
highlights the personal initiatives
launched by the Governors.

For example, Governor Duvvuri
Subbarao was dedicated to demystifying
the RBI, initiating outreach programmes
where top executives travelled to
villages for first-hand feedback. One
recalls that the RBI website used to put
out the weekly programmes of outreach

AFlyon

WALL

ALPANA KILL&WALR

Title: A Fly on the RBI Wall: An
Insider’s View of the Central Bank
Author: Alpana Killawala
Publisher: Rupa Publications India
Price: 3462

© MEET THE AUTHOR

Alpana Killawala, a former journalist,
led the RBI's communication function
for 26 years. She transformed it from
a Press Relations Division into a
Department of Communication.

and forthcoming speaking engagements
with the tagline, “The weekly schedule
of the top executives of the Reserve
Bank of India is aimed at demystifying
the offices of the Governor and the
Deputy Governors.”

Subbarao introduced other
innovations like “village immersion,”
incognito visits to bank branches by
senior executives, and “outbound”

programmes to enhance staff
interaction. These initiatives, if
sustained, could have fostered genuine
two-way communication for the RBI,
beyond mere media relations.

Today, the central bank practises
substantially what Alpana describesasa
“dissemination” policy, focusing on
media and analyst meetings.

What was press relations has now
turned into media relations. Media
meets remain dominated by dense
policy discussions on “stance on
liquidity”, cues on reading between the
lines of the Governor’s statement and so
on, the daily bread of the English
business media.

DIRECT ENGAGEMENT

There is still no platform for direct
engagement with ordinary citizens
affected by MPC and RBI decisions.
Ordinary people do not know that there
is a committee in Mumbai which
“believes” that its bi-monthly meetings
and resultant decisions control the
prices of the pulses, vegetables, rice,
wheat, edible oil, milk, sugar, fish,
chicken and eggs that they consume
daily using promissory notes signed by
the Governor.

And that the buck for price rise stops
with this committee, as legislated by
Parliament, elected by them. Unless
there is communication with the person
at the last mile on these livelihood
issues, we will have only
“dissemination”.

AFly on the Wall is a valuable addition
to the literature on central banking. It
will be judged by posterity not justasa
collection of anecdotes but asa
discerning record of how
“communication” policies are taking
shape within the central bank. This
effort is awork in progress as the author
also acknowledges.

The reviewer isacommentator on banking and finance

Vijayaraghavan

Publisher: Rupa
Publications India

Author: Siddharth N

Weaving together the
fictional and the factual,
the book narrates the i B

Title: Empire of the Cholas

legend of the construction

of the Big Temple in

Thanjavur and the Chola

Empire

Title: Go Further, Faster:
Shaping a Life that
Matters

Author: Lulu Raghavan

Publisher: Bloomsbury
India

With actionable strategies
and heartfelt
encouragement, the book
equips you to soar to new
heights professionally and
personally.

Title: The Company of
Violent Men: Stories from
the Bloody Fault lines of
the Subcontinent

Author: Siddharthya Roy
Publisher: Penguin

The author, an
investigative journalist,
takes us on a deeply
personal journey into
reporting violent political
conflicts in South Asia.

Short take

Budget challenges amidst a robust economy

|
K Srinivasa Rao

the economy from the upcoming

full Budget FY25 are increasing.
The resilience of the economy when
seen with the robust contribution of a
dividend of %2.1 trillion by RBI adds to
the fiscal strength.

Asagainst the fiscal deficit of 5.1 per
cent envisaged on February 1, 2024, in
the Interim Budget, the deficit may go
down to 4.5 per cent by the end of next
fiscal — 2025-26. During April-May
2024, government expenditure was low
due to the model code of conduct and
the capex was at a six-month low. No
new projects were funded.

The fiscal deficit during April-May

T he expectations of every sector of

stayed at 3 per cent of GDP.

The GDP is expected to surpass the
RBI estimate of 7.2 per cent. According
to the IMF, the nominal GDP of India is
expected to reach $4.339 trillion by 2025
while Japan’s GDP is predicted to reach
$4.310 trillion when India will be the 4th
largest economy on its way to become
the third-largest by 2027. India alone is
contributing 15 per cent of the global
growth now.

MIDDLE-CLASS WOES

Even when the economy is doing well
the pain points of middle- and
low-income groups have increased. They
seek income tax relief by further
rationalising taxable slabs. It should
create more space for health insurance
protection. As interest rates are set to go

down, some exemptions from TDS on
interest on fixed deposits could be
expected. Despite diminishing inflation,
the lifestyle cost of middle-income and
retirees are going up. The higher
longevity with shrinking savings is
putting pressure on elders amid the
waning joint family culture.

Budget time is funding time for
various social welfare programmes. The
prominent among them are —
MGNREGA, Digital India, Skill India,
Swatch Bharat Mission, Bharat Mala, PM
Gram Sadak Yojana, and PM Awas
Yojana where 4 crore houses were built
and allotted and 3 crore new houses are
proposed to be built.

It will be a tough challenge to support
the social sector schemes by fixing the
proportionality of budgetary flows

among them. The broader focus
continues to be on key sectors such as
semiconductors, solar, electric vehicles,
green hydrogen, batteries, and the
aviation sector to increase
manufacturing and unleash growth.
Balancing the budgetary allocations
between different sectors of the
economy while maintaining focus on
infrastructure development with a
long-term vision calls for foresight and a
knack for prioritisation.

Maintaining a balance between fiscal
prudence amid the various forces
drawing government resources calls for
collaborative efforts.

The writer is an Adjunct Professor, at the Institute of
Insurance and Risk Management, Hyderabad. Views are
personal
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EASY

ACROSS

1. Unmoved in feelings (9)
5. Gratuity (3)

7. Work with wool (4)
8.Schooled (8)

10. Meant (8)

11. Adrama (4)

13. Sandy-haired (6)
15. Orison (6)

18. Words of book (4)
19. Daredevil (8)

22. Look for gold (8)
23.Supply finance (4)
24. Type of lettuce (3)
25. Replace (9)

DOWN

1. The least suspicion (7)

2. Apply coat (5)

3. Certainly (6)

4. Every one, separately (4)
5. Completely (7)

6. Growing rice (5)

9. Beneath (5)

12. Slow vehicle (5)

14. Hurtful (7)

16. Amount left (7)

17. Crockery item (6)

18. Matter for discussion (5)
20. Escape by stratagem (5)
21. Work (mus) (4)

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

1. Little devil and fool I've followed without emotion (9)

5.1t is the very end of a hand-out (3)

7. Do something needling to make one furrow brows (4)

8. East of the French, acted strangely though not ignorant (8)
10. Bride-to-be, perhaps, had something in mind (8)

11. Give money to about fifty to be instrumentalists (4)

13. Make spirited hair colour (6)

15. What's offered up, proper first and last, as year changes (6)
18. No drinker holds a previous spouse, as printed word shows

@

DOWN

1. Adim notion of fish after the cuttlefish fluid (7)

2. Colour inand dab around (5)

3. Where fin is defined, of a surety (6)

4. Every one way for a bet being placed (4)

5. Asmall child, one on one’s side - completely! (7)

6. Rice in the husk shown by child in a rage (5)

9. Not up to one in France with the German version (5)
12. Sort of vehicle one may bring to a halt (5)

14. Six, on our unfinished version, could be harmful (7)
16. Regret including the wrong side if the remainder is there

19. Rash of freckles hasnt begun with sun’s first appearance (8)  (7)

22. Aview of what's in store: go out and get gold (8)

23. Money provides enjoyment on the day (4)

24. Firms long recognised among lettuce-growers (3)
25. Take place of first-class tournament player who changes (9)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2476

ACROSS 1. Embody 4. Ascend 9. Contact 10. Llama 11. Main 12. Slot 13. EIm 15. Grew 16. Draw 19. lll 21. Tail 22. Ages 24. Alien 25. Vertigo 26. Easily 27. Adages
DOWN 1. Excommunicate 2. Bending 3. Deal 5. Solitary 6. Erase 7. Dead men’s shoes 8. Stall 14. Sentinel 17. Wagging 18. Sieve 20. Lairs 23. Arid

17. What one has chain when separated? Storm-centre! (6)

18. Talk about it when there’s a spinner on the ice endlessly (5)
20. Artfully escape, and we’ll muddle even characters (5)

21. Invocation to a Manx cat (work of a composer) (4)
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Information asymmetry

GST data must be released

ross goods and services tax (GST) collection for June 2024 came at

%1.74 trillion, a year-on-year increase of 7.7 per cent. The information,

however, was not made public through the usual press release with

details as has been standard practice. The headline tax collection
number was disclosed to reporters informally this time. It has also been reported
that this would now be the norm. The shift is clearly disturbing and must be
avoided. At a time when transparency and disseminating timely information
are becoming crucial — especially given India’s intent to attract more global
investment — discontinuing a practice that had become routine can be
counterproductive. Notably, this comes within days of Indian-government bonds
being formally included in one of the global indices for the first time.

While it is correct that the GST system still needs a fair bit of adjustment to
attain its intended potential, it serves as an important high-frequency indicator
for a variety of stakeholders. It is regularly tracked by many, including financial-
market analysts and investors. Given the official numbers like the gross domestic
product (GDP) data come with a significant lag, monthly GST collection gives a
broad sense of how the economy is doing. Interestingly, one of the reported
reasons for discontinuing the release is said to be buoyant tax collection, which
arguably gives an impression that the government is collecting too much tax. To
be fair, the official reason for discontinuing the monthly release is not known,
but the level of tax collection cannot be the reason. It is incorrect at various
levels. First, gross GST collection is not for the Centre alone. It includes the share
of the states. It also includes the compensation cess, which is being used to
repay the loans taken to compensate states for their revenue shortfall during the
pandemic. Second, the general government Budget deficit remains elevated and
islikely to be 7.5-8 per cent of GDP in the current year. This means the government
is not collecting enough taxes to meet its expenditure. Thus, either the level of
tax collection has to go up or the expenditure needs to come down.

Finally, and more importantly, the GST system has underperformed in revenue
collection. GST collection, net of refunds, last financial year — based on the
provisional GDP estimate for the year — was just 6.1 per cent of GDP compared to
collection worth about 6.3 per cent of GDP from the taxes subsumed in GST in
2016-17. It is also worth noting that gross collection includes the compensation
cess, which was expected to be discontinued after the completion of five years.
The government is collecting lower taxes than it used to in the pre-GST system.
Further, as economist Arvind Subramanian and others have shown, the Union
government has lost significantly in terms of revenue after the implementation
of GST. Thus, what is needed at this stage is to significantly reform the GST system
with adjustments in both rates and slabs, which will help improve tax collection.
The immediate focus of the government should be to work with the states on
improving the GST system. If there is uneasiness among the general public regarding
GST collection, the government should work on improving its communication.
Discontinuing the official release will only increase the information gap.

Labour gains

Hopes for an India-UK FTA improve

he British Labour Party’s return to power after 14 years following a
victory that surpassed expectations is seen as a vote for stability after
the chaotic years of Conservative rule, marked by serial scandals, a
cost of living crisis, failing public services, and sluggish economic
growth in the post-Brexit era. But disaggregated voting patterns in this low-
turnout election suggest that despite winning 412 seats, 64 per cent of Parliament’s
650 seats, the Labour party’s popular victory is a qualified one. The party won
34 per cent of the vote, only 2 percentage points more than its poor showing in
the 2019 elections. Though the Conservative party lost 250 seats, it has a 24 per
cent vote share; the far-right anti-immigration Reform UK gained four seats but
a 14 per cent vote share. The Liberal Democrats, which had once allied with the
Conservatives, won 71 seats, 60 more than in 2019, and a 12 per cent vote share.
A chunk of Labour’s gains came from Scotland, where disarray in the Scottish
National Party cost it 38 seats. These numbers may explain why the stock and
currency markets were neither shaken nor stirred by the landslide victory.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, 61, a former public prosecutor who
entered Parliament in 2015 and has never served in government, appears to have
understood the need for brisk progress on his party’s ambitious centre-left agenda.
This includes restoring economic and social stability by raising taxes and spending
more on public services — health, education, and police — renationalising British
Rail as private contracts expire, ending sales of petrol and diesel cars by 2030,
and closing grants of new oil exploration licences in the North Sea. Within days
of the results being declared, Mr Starmer, who was knighted in 2014, made Cabinet
appointments, most of them from the Shadow Cabinet, and held meetings. He
has sought to set the tone of his government by declaring as “dead” the Conservative
government’s plans to ship undocumented immigrants to Rwanda. Despite having
voted against Brexit, he ruled out a reversal. He will make his debut on the inter-
national scene on Tuesday, flying to Washington for the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization’s 75th anniversary summit. His government has pledged to continue
support for Ukraine and to increase the United Kingdom’s (UK’s) military spending.
He will, however, be tested on the UK’s stance on Israel’s war on Hamas; four
independent pro-Palestinian candidates wrested seats from Labour in these elec-
tions, including former Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn.

India has good reason to view Labour’s victory with hope, especially on its
ambitious foreign-trade agreement (FTA), which has been in the works since 2022.
The Labour manifesto contained a commitment for a new strategic partnership
with India. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has moved quickly to establish cordial
relations with the new government, including extending an invitation to Mr Starmer
to visit India. The two countries have completed 13 rounds of FTA negotiations
and made substantial progress under former prime minister Rishi Sunak. Much
depends on how negotiators approach the sticking points — lower duties for Scotch
and electric vehicles, temporary visas for Indian service providers, and environ-
mental standards. Foreign Secretary David Lammy aimed to have the FTA wrapped
up by the end of 2024. It is to be hoped that this deadline does not suffer the same
fate as the earlier “Diwali” timelines committed by the Conservatives.
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NEET’s problems: Look deeper

We should not just solve the proximate symptoms

Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) have
aroused much ire. It is possible to think about

the NEET problem statement and improve its imple-
mentation. We should peel the layers of the onion
and go deeper. Why should every medical college
in India be subject to central control of how it admits
students? Why is there so little medical education?
Our first instinct is: We have a failure of operations,

so let’s go do the operations better. We can add more
policemen and armoured cars to pro-
tect the papers from leaking. This is
a bit of a mug’s game, given the
extreme supply-demand imbalance
in medical education and the high
incentive in favour of examination
fraud. There are too many civil ser-
vants involved at too many points in
the process. It is not wise to ask flaw-
less performance of government
organisations in India. As with most

F ailures in the operations of the National

policy problems that we see in India, AJAY SHAH & VIJAY KELKAR

ILLUSTRATION: AJAY MOHANTY

people slightly behind would not be materially dif-
ferent from the bunch at the top). Modern statistical
methods tease out the difference between the 95th
percentile and the 99th percentile by probing them
with difficult questions. These are administered
from a large bank of questions, each of which is the
subject of research and measurement based on the
past performance of the question.

In this arrangement, testing would take place
all through the year, with the test taker making an
appointment to take the test. This
avoids the bad luck of flood, a heat-
wave, or illness. It is operationally
easier: Instead of having 2.5 million
people being tested on one day in a
year, we break up the problem into
10,000 persons being tested every
day. From a management point of
view, it is more feasible to establish
a process of data release, research,
criticism, and then iterative policy
modifications, so as to learn how to

we need better thinking and not
mere execution of poorly thought out concepts. How
could we do better than the worm’s eye view?

Abetter centralised examination

Why should there be a high-stakes examination,
organised in person all over the country, on one
date? In fact, putting an identical question paper
in front of multiple different candidates is well
known to be an inefficient statistical estimator of
the candidate quality.

Computerised testing based on “item response
theory” obtains a better estimator of each candidate.
This is how the GRE (Graduate Record Examination)
works. If there was any one fixed exam, there would
be a bunch of people with a perfect score (and the

do 10,000 tests per day correctly,
250 times a year.

This requires organisational capability at the level
of the Educational Testing Service, the private
American firm which runs the GRE. It would be
good to build the policy reforms to get testing activ-
ities out of the Indian state.

This would help, but can we do better?

Abetter college-admission process

How should a university choose from many appli-
cants? This is the legitimate choice of the managers
and the board of the university. The purpose and
strategy of each university would shape the mecha-
nisms that it uses to choose students. There is no
one-size-fits-all. Some universities might like to take

A matter of life and death

e know that climate change impacts weath-
s ’s ; er, which, in turn, devastates lives and
livelihoods. But what we don’t discuss
enough is how these extremes in weather impact
human health. In this season of despair, when tem-
peratures spiralled beyond endurance, we learnt how
heat could kill. We also learnt how the rise in mini-
mum temperatures — the night-time heat — could
be a cause of deaths. It is critical that we join the dots
between what seems like a faraway crisis of a chang-
ing climate and what it can do to our health.

This year, the world has seen
scorching temperatures. And this
heat has taken lives — in Delhi till
the end of June, it was estimated
that some 270 people had died
because of extreme heat. But I repeat
this number with caution. We don’t
know how many died of heat alone,
because heat is an exacerbating fac-
tor to existing health ailments like
cardiovascular or kidney diseases.
Many more may have succumbed

-
.
-
|

DOWN TO EARTH

about the health burden and deaths because of the
ferocious burn we saw of late.

However, research is now pointing to the dynam-
ics of deadly heat. First, it is being understood that
the rise in night-time heat is the cause of the maxi-
mum number of mortalities. A 2022 paper in The
Lancet, a British medical journal, found “that the
relative mortality risk on days with hot nights could
be 50 per cent higher than on days with cooler night
temperatures”. The reason, the authors explain, is
that heat affects sleep and does not allow the body
to repair itself; and this, in turn,
exacerbates the health stress.
Second, we know that evaporation
is the method for our bodies to cool;
but this becomes ineffective when
humidity increases beyond 75 per
cent — also known as the wet bulb
phenomenon. So, thermal discom-
fort, not just temperatures, is what
needs to be understood.

The worry is that we are seeing
an increasing trend in all three killer

to heat this summer, but doctors
would have written it down to SUNITA NARAIN
underlying conditions. We know

that the most vulnerable are those exposed to heat
because of their work conditions — from construc-
tion workers to farmers. It is also the poor who do
not have access to electricity and cannot use appli-
ances to cool themselves. But their deaths are not
recorded as ones owing to heat stress; only that they
are either poor or old, and died of “unknown causes”.
Heat is not listed among the notified diseases of the
country, which also means that it is not required to
be recorded or to provide information for further
action. So, we must recognise that we know little

factors, particularly in urban cen-
tres. Here, temperatures are rising
beyond human tolerance; humidity
isincreasing; and so is the night-time heat. A recent
report by my colleagues at the Centre for Science
and Environment tracked heat trends across major
cities of India and found that ambient air tempera-
tures were increasing in cities, as against the average
for the country. Hyderabad, Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
and Chennai are seeing a more humid summer —
5-10 per cent increase in the last decade (2014-23)
as compared to 2001-10. Only Bengaluru has not
shown any increase in summer humidity level and
this needs further investigation.

in STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathe-
matics) propeller heads, some might emphasise mul-
tiple personality traits, some might like to use allo-
cation based on lotteries. It might surprise us in India,
but a significant portion of doctors in the US have
backgrounds outside of science majors. Doctors
require strong communication capabilities, critical
thinking, and problem-solving skills, which are fos-
tered by a liberal arts education. A wise leadership
of amedical college is best placed to choose an admis-
sion algorithm that is consistent with its strategy.

Medical-college admission is, then, one of a piece
with the array of situations all across the Indian
landscape, with excessive centralisation and exces-
sive government control. There is no reason for
Union government control of medical admission:
Each medical college should do as it pleases. We
need the policy reforms to get the Union government
out of medical admissions.

This would help, but can we do better?

Abetter medical-education system

There is a massive shortage of doctors, e.g. to the
point where Indian students are going to China or
Ukraine. Domestic requirements, medical tourism,
and telemedicine services delivered to overseas
users: All these imply that a 10- or 20-fold increase
in the number of doctors would be readily absorbed
by the economy.

There are no shortages of telephone connections
or scooters in modern India. What happened to those
queues and corruption? The solutions lay in injecting
superior ideas, not superior execution, into the pol-
icy process. The root cause of conflict around admis-
sion to medical college is the shortage of seats. This
shortage is caused by mistakes in the rules made by
the government, which hold back entry.

There is an analogy in this field. The emergence
of the Indian software industry was threatened by
a shortage of engineers. This was solved by policy
reform with the entry of private educational organ-
isations. The education market and the labour mar-
ket know how to distinguish “good” from “bad” in
the colleges; we don’t need government involve-
ment in helping students or employers combat
asymmetric information. The Indian private sector
knows how to build and run educational organisa-
tions, what is needed is a large dose of removal of
restrictions. Government restrictions hold back
myriad universities in India from launching medical
schools, which many could do in partnership with
private hospitals.

It is efficient for the best private hospitals to add
medical education alongside their core operations.
A medical university must have faculty members
who are not just practitioners: They need to be
researchers. This is good for the private hospital as
they would command more respect and be sought
after. This requires a way of life different from that
of conventional private hospitals. The role of the
government is to establish a research-funding mech-
anism through which grants go to such researchers.

Shah is a researcher at XKDR Forum and Kelkar is
vice-president, Pune International Centre

Then, the report finds that cities are not cooling
at night — across all climatic zones. It notes that
during summers of the decade of 2001-10, night tem-
peratures dropped 6.2°-13.2° Celsius (across cities)
from the day-time peak. But in the last 10 summers,
this difference between day and night temperatures
(maximum and minimum) is decreasing. Hyderabad
is down by 13 per cent; Delhi by 9 per cent; and
Bengaluru by 15 per cent. Kolkata, which already
had the dubious distinction of a smaller difference
between day and night temperatures, is now worse,
because of higher humidity levels.

We know all this is part of that double-whammy
we see in our world. On the one hand, there is a
warming planet — this year has broken all previous
high temperature records. Worse, there are changes
afoot in the way the weather behaves in terms of
erratic rain, intense heat, and changes in wind pat-
terns. All this makes heat more stressful, more dead-
ly. On the other hand, our cities are seeing a dramatic
change in micro-climate — the heat island effect is
amplified as concrete takes over open and green
spaces; and traffic and the use of energy for cooling
add to the heat being trapped in the air.

This summer has taught us new lessons in heat
stress. The fact is, climate change will throw at us
many such surprises in terms of impact on human
health. Even now, this science is not understood.
What climate change will do is bring the impacts
closer to our bodies and our health. This is why plan-
etary health is about human health. It is time we
made this connection. It is time we understood why
climate change is an existential crisis; it is literally
about life and death.

Thewriter is at the Centre for Science and Environment
sunita@cseindia.org, X: @sunitanar

Spin doctoring for the rich and corrupt

BOOK REVIEW

JIM WINDOLF

ateintheir careers, journalists
I with well-known bylines tend to
write memoirs. These books are
allthe same. Early on, they have plenty
of entertaining character studies of the
scamps and scoundrels who populate
newsrooms. That is followed by scenes
of boozy evenings in exotic locations,
usually with some gunfirein the
distance. On page 100 or socomesthe
step-by-step narrative of how the
reporter, despite some deep-seated
personal failings, plays a key role in
exposing this or that corrupt politician,
business leader or institution.
Allthe Worst Humans, a pithy,
anecdote-rich memoir by Phil Elwood,
hasalotin common with those books.

Butittellsastory fromjournalism’s
shadow side, the realm of high-level
publicrelations. And so, while the
book has plenty of scoundrels, cocktails
and guns, itcomeswith no cathartic
recounting of how the author exposed
wrongdoing. That is because Elwood
hasdevoted himselfto the dubious
pursuit of drumming up positive
news coverage for dictators and

other malefactors.

Itstartswith the crack ofaJack
Reacher thriller. Itis 2018, and FBI
agents are about to knock on Elwood’s
door. Nearly 20 years into a career of
shaping public opinion, he has served
somany bad guys that he cannot be sure
justwhat the investigators are after.

“Itcould betheIsraelis,” Elwood
writes. “Or Muammar Gaddafi. Or Bashar
al-Assad. Orthe Iranians. Or because of
whatIpulled in Antigua. Or the bank
transferstoaccountsin tax havensall
over theworld. Or Project Rome.”

The author will describe his many
misadventures — but first he lays out
how his desire tobe counted aseven a
minor player in world events, along with

apenchant for thrill-seekingand a
dash of cynicism, led him to specialise
inthe darkart of massaging the truth
for fun and profit.

A character who comesto life in
these pagesis Peter Brown, a onetime
manager of the Beatles who, in 1983,
founded the company that became the

clientlist, which comestoinclude the
Libyan dictator Muammar el-Qaddafi,
President Bashar al-Assad of Syriaand
Russia Today, anews outlet started by
the Kremlin toimprove Russia’s
standing beyond its borders.

“Everyone deserves representation,”
Brown says, in Elwood’saccount. “And

demandingclients, one of whomisa
son of Qaddafi. Increasingly, he quiets
his moral qualms with alcohol.
Journalism professors will weep
when they come across Elwood’s
analysis of the media ecosystem. As he
tells it, news gatherers are simply
“outgunned” by their counterparts.
There are 300,000 public relations
employeesin the United States, he
writes, most of whom are much better
paid than the nation’s estimated 40,000

approach keeps his clients happy
enough, while encouraging scoop-
hungry reporters to come back for more.
Thebook hasitslongueurs but picks
up narrative steam when Elwood
describes how the grind of providing
cover forbad actors takesits toll. Filled
with regret about some of the things he
hasdone, and finding himselfthe
potential target of a federal
investigation because of public
relations work he’s performed for a

powerful international public relations | anythingis possible journalists. group of ex-spies, he becomes suicidal.

firm BLJ Worldwide. Brown’s dealings with theright ALL THE WORST “Myindustryis Afterbeing diagnosed with bipolar II

with John, Paul, George and Ringo amount of money.” % HUMANS: How | worth $129 billion,” disorder and post-traumatic stress

have been,chroflicled in countless Elwood, the soh Made News for headds. “Wewill cio disorder, he undergoesalengthy

books and articles. Thanks to Elwood £ minister. foel Dictators, Tycoons, hin ) N

' oto ks a;nd artlg es. aln sto fh\fvoo , lc; eij mlms.ter,d eehs and Politicians ?l'?yt g?ﬁ'to earn <et?n11ﬁ1e grez;(t’ment.ﬂ N 4

eeseireadercanleamofis | B e wrorpnil Dbl Ity by ndine

d ! Elwood h we ey sw ;

the-scenesimage-maker and string- among Yoko Ono, Publisher: Henry tryingto muscle tojoin the ranks of righteousjournalists.

puller. If All the Worst Humans is a hit, Donald Trump and : reportersinto He’s no sap. But now, he throws himself

Brown might consider assigningoneof | BarbaraWaltersata Holt . writing propaganda intoworthier campaigns. One of them

his charges to do some reputational Christmasparty in ga.ge?'sggzg 9 or puffpieces, comesin the service of Ukrainians

clean-up work on his behalf. 2008 hosted by rice: »23. Elwood issavvy fighting Russia’s invasion. Anotherisan
Elwood becomes a foot soldier for Browninhisgrand enoughtogowitha effort to change the public perception of

BLJ Worldwide after making a name as
anaggressive and creative spin doctor
in Washington. Heisimpressed, at first,
by Brown’s polished demeanour, and
his habit of unspooling Beatles
anecdotes between sips of Campari and
soda. Nor is Elwood put off by the firm’s

apartment on Central Park West in
Manhattan. Butlike the protagonist of a
20th-century movie starring Charlie
Sheen, Elwood begins tolose his
bearings, not to mention what is left of
hisinnocence, as he triesto please his
demandingboss and his more

soft-sell strategy, heavy on charm,
nuggets of exclusive information and
expense-accountdinners, in the hope
thatamere 50.1 per centofa published
article will favour the people whose
images heistrying to burnish or whose
misdeeds heis hopingtobury. This

ketamine from a good-time party drug
toan effective treatment for people
suffering from depression.

The reviewer is a features editor for the Style
section of The New York Times
©2024 The New York Times News Service
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NEET needs a
total makeover

Stop-gap measures won't help regain public
trust in the discredited medical entrance exam

he controversy over the National Eligibility

cum Entrance Test (NEET) refuses to die

down even as more worms continue to

crawl out of the woodwork. The deferment
of the counselling session, expected to start on
July 6 (“never officially notified” is not an excuse
in this case, unfortunately) is the latest shock to
the system. The limited issue of the validity of this
year’s test (given concerns that the paper may
have been leaked), and the way it was conducted,
is before the apex court, but it is important to
acknowledge the three fundamental issues with
the test that explain why the noise around it
refuses to fade.

The first is the concept itself. Medical education
is not like any other education — imagine if the
functioning of the lower courts was dependent on
attached law colleges. All medical colleges,
government and private, are attached to hospitals,
and some southern states, especially Tamil Nadu,
have invested significant resources in building
their health infrastructure at the district level —
considered by some to be the most crucial — by
setting up medical colleges-plus-hospitals. Given
the almost prohibitively high cost of medical
education in private colleges, much of the
competition in NEET is for seats in government
colleges, and states such as Tamil Nadu naturally
believe they have received a raw deal with
admissions being routed through a national exam.

The second is the agency mandated to conduct
the test, the National Testing Agency (NTA). The
[ITs run the Joint Entrance Exam, taken by around
1.5 million students last year, and do a good job of
it. The IIMs run the Common Admission Test,
taken by around 300,000 students last year, and
once again do a good job of it. NTA, if its track
record is any indication (NEET UG isn’t the only
test it administers that has become controversial),
is still on a learning curve.

The third is the process itself — from the paper
itself being leaked, to proxy candidates appearing,
to organised cheating, there are far too many
vulnerabilities in the process. A completely online
test will remove many of them, but this should not
come at the cost of making the test inaccessible to
poor students, or students from rural areas.

A complete rethink may be what is needed —
even if it means delaying the current academic
session by a few months.

Budget and political
priorities of new govt

he NDA government will present its first budget
Ton July 23. While the government is maintaining

that the budget will signal continuity with the
economic approach of the last government, the devil
will lie in the details.

Here is what the economic approach of the second
NDA government was in a nutshell. It faced three back-
to-back economic shocks in the pandemic, the war in
Europe, and global inflation and monetary tightening.
Its response, once the challenge of preventing
catastrophic human suffering during pandemic was
over, was to protect macroeconomic stability more
than anything else. The endeavour helped to boost
India’s standing in the eyes of investors but did little to
correct the skewed growth trajectory that the economy
went into after the pandemic. While counterfactuals
always require a leap of faith, this might have played a
big role in generating headwinds for the BJP’s election
campaign. Will the budget make a pivot to rebuild this
lost political capital, even if it comes at the cost of fiscal
consolidation, both in terms of quality (revenue over
capital) and quantity of spending? Prudence will
suggest that the government should stagger such a
pivot to maximise its impact over state elections due at
different points in time between now and 2029.

Two things will test such a recalibration of the
government’s economic programme. Taking things to
the other extreme in terms of capital expenditure to
revenue expenditure and fiscal prudence to more
spending in a knee-jerk manner isn’t going to take care
of India’s structural economic challenges. Any political
re-evaluation of the past government’s approach
should be done objectively. The global economy, given
the ongoing political upheaval in Europe and America,
might become more unpredictable in the future. This
increases the need for a more cautionary approach to

policymaking.

Friendship founded
on mutual interests

Pragmatism and respect
for each other’s core
concerns can form the
nucleus of a new
compact between India
and Russia at a time
when the global order is
ina churn

he bilateral visit of Prime

Minister (PM) Narendra

Modi to Russia beginning

Monday is an emphatic

reaffirmation of the

importance of Russia in
Indian foreign policy. This is a rela-
tionship that has stood the test of
time, but has today acquired a larger-
than-life image in some circles
because of the Ukraine conflict. This
need not be so because there is noth-
ing extraordinary about the relation-
ship. It is a normal inter-State rela-
tionship that is conducted as all rela-
tionships are between friends. For it
to have been otherwise would have
been the surprise.

Friends also have the ability to
speak to each other openly and sin-
cerely. This is epitomised in the com-
ment made to President Vladimir
Putin by PM Modi in 2022 that this is
not an era of war but of dialogue and
diplomacy. Engagement and discus-
sion are needed most when tensions
are high and even bigger conflagra-
tions seem imminent. India has been
a leading advocate of this approach

towards global conflicts. If talks
between the two leaders can pave the
way to peace and de-escalation, they
would serve a cause that goes far
beyond the bilateral. The visit does
not signify India’s support to Russia’s
actions just as India’s interactions
with the West do not constitute a
stand against Russia.

Questions gave been asked about
India’s commitment to the principles
of sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity, international law, and the
rules-based order. India’s
response to these questions
is to reaffirm these norms
but to equally assert that
dialogue and diplomacy are
even more crucial to pre-
serve these norms. It is a
well-accepted fact that inter-
national institutions have
failed to anticipate, pre-
empt or resolve any of the
major ongoing conflicts. In such cir-
cumstances, State behaviour of tem-
perance and responsibility emerge as
the only way to prevent Armageddon.

From a bilateral perspective, the
visit marks the restoration of the
practice of India-Russia Annual Sum-
mits that was interrupted after the
Ukraine conflict and other internal
developments in both countries. His-
torically, this is one relationship that
has been driven top down. Both sides
agree that the foundation on which
the relationship rests provides the
platform for its reconfiguration and
reinvention. Signs of this are visible in
emerging sectors of cooperation such
as energy security, food security, min-
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eral resources and raw materials,
health and pharmaceuticals, infra-
structure such as railways and steel,
science and technology, including
nuclear, space and digital, skilling and
education and tourism, culture, and
people-to-people contacts. The Rus-
sian Far East and its long Arctic coast-
line are futuristic areas of interest to
India. The bilateral investment target
has been revised to $50 billion by
2025. Delhi will capitalise on this
friendship to align it with India’s con-
temporary and long-term
needs.

For Russia, a growing
India is a geostrategic and
geo-economic asset. The
Indian market can create vir-
tuous cycles of returns for
Russia. A ready example is
the explosion in India’s
import of Russian oil from $2
billion in 2022 to over $61 bil-
lion in 2024. Strategically, Russia sees
India as an indispensable partner for
the success of its balancing and hedg-
ing policy in Asia. India too views
Russia through the prism of its Eura-
sia policy. Both countries can rein-
force each other’s actions to meet new
and emerging threats, protect the
global commons, and build a more
stable world order.

The relationship is not without
challenges. Some predate the Ukraine
crisis, and some are its consequences.
The former include the knowledge
deficit, unfamiliarity with each
other’s political and cultural systems
and poor physical connectivity. The
latter are factors beyond India’s con-
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The visit does not signify India’s support to Russia’s actions just as India’s

interactions with the West do not constitute a stand against Russia  REUTERS

trol, originating from Russia’s con-
frontation with the West. Unilateral
sanctions against Russia as part of the
policy to punish Russia and cut it off
from the international system are
having a perceptible impact on India-
Russia economic cooperation.
Defence cooperation is also under
stress, but India has no option but to
maintain serviceability of the existing
stock of Russian military equipment.
The domination of oil in the trade
basket has resulted not only in a huge
adverse and unsustainable trade bal-
ance for India but also a payments
problem.

India and Russia share a common
neighbourhood, but not a common
border. The threat from terrorism
and radicalisation is common to both.
They both speak of multipolarity but
interpret it differently. India is a non-
Western country but it is not anti-

West. These different approaches will
be tested in the BRICS and Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO)
groupings. There is acceptance of
each other’s historical experiences
and little desire to shape one in the
image of the other. The goodwill at
the popular level for each other com-
bined with pragmatism and respect
for each other’s core concerns can
potentially form the nucleus of a new
compact between the two countries
that fits in with the era of fluidity in
today’s global order.

For good reason, there is mutual
advantage and interest in keeping the
relationship on an even keel despite
the headwinds.

Pankaj Saran is a former Indian
ambassador to Russia and deputy national
security advisor.

The views expressed are personal
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Shashi Shekhar

Don’t use Parliament to
settle political rivalries

he afternoon of November 8, 1793,

was marked by a tragic event in the

history of France. Marie Roland, the

French revolutionary, philosopher,
politician, and writer, was guillotined
that day. “O Liberty, what crimes are com-
mitted in thy name!” were her final words.
I recall these words of Madame Roland
while observing the proceedings in Parlia-
ment; O democracy, what are they doing in
your name?

How can our MPs conduct themselves in
such a manner in Parliament?

The general election concluded last
month. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which had been in power for two terms, was
denied a thumping majority for a third
term, though it had everything on its side:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s capable
leadership, the largest party organisation,
and vast resources. The Congress, the larg-
est Opposition party, was not in the reckon-
ing. No one expected regional parties to be
strong enough to challenge the BJP, but
they proved to be the biggest obstacle to a
sweeping victory for the party.

What message does this mandate give
both parties?

To the ruling party, the clear message
was that it will need to revisit its style of
functioning. The lesson for the Opposition
was to not be boastful. They have made
progress, of course, but they have to putin
significantly more effort to return to office.

The first test of whether these parties
have learnt these lessons came in Parlia-
ment. So who passed, and who failed the
test?

Perhaps you, like me, were shocked by
the debate over the President’s address to
the joint session of Parliament. The ruling
party appeared to be contemplating an
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Many issues of national concern require
both sides to reach a consensus. Is this
possible when animosity has gained the

upper hand? PIB/AFP

attack as a defensive measure after failing to
achieve the desired results. For the first
time, the ruling party passed a censure
motion against the conduct of the Opposi-
tion in the opening session itself.

The Opposition, too, appeared to be in the
mood for retaliation rather than resistance.
A speech given by Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra, a skilled orator, is an exam-
ple. Her style is outstanding, and her articu-
lation sharp. She spoke logically and
pointed out that the government had paid a
high price for its mistake of expelling her
from the House the last time. Moitra said,
“The last time I stood here, I was not
allowed to speak. But the ruling party has
paid a heavy price for throttling the voice of
one MP. “Mujhe baithane ke chakkar me,
janta ne aapko 63 seats par permanently
baitha diya” (Termination of my House
membership cost you 63 seats in the general
election). Similarly, more than a hundred
MPs who were previously suspended or dis-
enfranchised for alleged “indecent conduct”
were retaliating. As a result, Opposition
members of both Houses were targeting the
treasury benches.

Shouldn’t the leaders of the ruling alli-
ance and the Opposition engage in some
serious thought in this House during the
next five years?

They have many matters to discuss. They
live in New Delhi, and until last week, the
Capital was parched. Now rains have
brought devastation rather than respite to
the Capital. In just hours, the Capital
became a reservoir. More than half a dozen
people died and property worth crores of
rupees was destroyed. This was the same
metropolis where, in the summer, blood
was shed for water.

If the city where our parliamentarians
dwell is in such a state, how can we expect
the Parliament to weave visions of happi-
ness for their constituents? Many issues of
national concern require both sides to reach
a consensus. How can this be expected
when personal grudges and animosity have
gained the upper hand?

The trend of retribution and retaliation is
not limited to within the House. Politics is
evolving in different ways across the coun-
try. An example is the action taken by the
new regime of Andhra Pradesh against the
deposed Jagan Mohan Reddy in June. Reddy
once imprisoned Chandrababu Naidu, who
is currently the chief minister. Naidu is now
hellbent on destroying Reddy. Similarly, in
Karnataka and Telangana, there have been
charges that the Congress is dealing with its
opponents the same way that it has accused
the Centre of doing.

The behaviour of our politicians, both
within the House and outside, does not
augur well for the future of our democracy.
This trend needs to be halted. However, the
pressing question remains: Who will take
the initiative to put an end to it?

The answer is that, actually, it is the job of
none other than our “honourables”.

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan. The
views expressed are personal

MASOUD PEZESHKIAN

\ IU's been many years after
' the revolution that we come

to the podium, we make
promises and we fail to fulfil
them. This is the biggest
problem we have

The right reform path to
achieve renewable goals

ndia aims to have 500 gigawatts (GW) of

renewable energy capacity by 2030. As of

April 2024, it has successfully installed

~192GW, indicating significant progress.
That said, achieving the 2030 target requires
more than 2.5-3 times the installation com-
pared to the previous fiscal year.

There are inherent complexities in the
renewable energy sector, hindering the tripling
of renewable energy installation and invest-
ment inflow. The new government must focus
on eight key areas for reform.

Easing of import barriers: To reduce the price
gap between domestic and imported modules,
the enforcement of the Approved List of Models
and Manufacturers (ALMM) in solar modules
should be relaxed for open access projects (and
rooftop solar projects (without government
subsidy). Further, the ALMM should
include leading global manufacturers
until March 2026. It should also
include cells and other solar value
chain components.

Tax breaks: The Goods and Services

Vibhuti

exceed a pre-fixed target across states on all
obligated entities. For solar rooftops, a special-
ised agency should bridge customers and dis-
coms on awareness, outreach and handholding.
Varying net metering regulations of states have
led to complications. Streamlining these regula-
tions, including an annual settlement cycle to
address seasonal fluctuations, is crucial. Special
environmental and forest clearance windows,
as also prior clearances, can help reduce the
lead time and the bid price for pumped hydro
storage. The Union and state governments must
collaborate on a detailed pan-India land ade-
quacy study for wind projects to address land
acquisition challenges.

Long-term regulatory clarity: All key national-
level policies must have a five-year lock-in
period before they can be extensively modified.
The RPO trajectory must be fixed for
atleast the next five years.

Market reforms: States must adopt
the time-of-day tariff for commercial
and industrial (C&I) consumers from
2025 and extend it to residential

Tax (GST) on hydropower compo- consumers from 2026. All generating
nents should be lowered to12% (as in G resources should be shifted to the
the case of solar and wind projects) arg Security Constrained Economic Dis-

from the current 18-28%. Further, the

GST on wind projects should be

reduced from 12% to 5%. To improve the com-
mercial viability of Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tems (BESS), a lower GST rate should apply to
the sale of BESS-integrated systems and BESS-
components for the next five years. That apart,
electricity duty and cross-subsidy surcharge
should be avoided for input power of storage
projects.

Subsidy support: Instead of a combined pro-
duction inked incentive (PLI) scheme for inte-
grated photovoltaics (PVs), there should be
stage-wise output-based disbursal. PLI should
also include ancillary components production.
The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam
Utthaan Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM) scheme
should be customised to fit the local energy-wa-
ter-agriculture nexus. States where KUSUM has
underperformed must offer enhanced financial
support to the farmers. For solar rooftops,
ensuring a suitable feed-in tariff for surplus
units post-settlement is necessary.

Regulatory reforms: The 100% exemption in
Inter-State Transmission System (ISTS) should
be extended until 2030 for all segments of
renewable energy. Stricter enforcement of the
Renewable Purchase Obligations (RPOs) and
Energy Storage Obligations (ESOs) by electricity
distribution companies (discoms) is needed.
The same should apply if transmission losses

patch (SCED) system for more effi-

cient utilisation and price discovery.
Market coupling of power exchanges is needed

o r
better price discovery. The power ministry
should consider a pilot exchange-based
Contract for Difference (CfD) project for a
small renewable energy capacity for demon-
stration purposes. Peer-to-peer power sales and
virtual net metering would facilitate energy
exchange and distribution for houses with lim-
ited rooftop space.

Financing reforms: Financing structures,
such as InvITs or aggregated bond, must be
implemented to unlock the developers’ capital.
Government-owned energy funders should also
increase their debt exposure to open access
renewable energy projects. The government
must offer incentives to financial institutions for
rooftop solar lending.

Emphasis on research & development (R&D):
To increase the competitiveness of the domestic
players, PV manufacturers with an annual
production capacity of more than IGW must
be encouraged to invest at least 3-5% of their
gross revenue (other manufacturers, 1-3%) in
R&D activities.

Vibhuti Garg is director (South Asia), Institute
for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis.
The views expressed are personal
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India-UK ties: Jettison
the baggage of history

Starmer’s Labour victory offers Britain a chance to shake off the last vestiges of a misguided

India-view. The relationship should go beyond trade to mutual interests in world affairs

eir Starmer finally has the mandate

and credentials to shake off the his-

torical burden which has dogged

ties between India and Britain’s

Labour Party since the 1930s, along

arc that began with the jaundiced
view taken of Mahatma Gandhi by Ramsay
MacDonald, Labour’s first elected prime minis-
ter, and terminated in former Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn’s apparent positions on Indian
policy. Starmer, who took his Labour Party to a
historic landslide win in Britain’s Parliamentary
elections, now has the tailwind to re-imagine
London’s ties with India, which is the world’s
fastest growing major economy and gaining
heft. Mutual ties need not be burdened by the
weight of MacDonaldism, which viewed the
Congress Party’s call for independence through
imperialist lenses. It should also not be held
hostage to constituency pandering, as was the
case when a former Labour foreign secretary
abandoned objectivity in the UK’s foreign pol-
icy towards India to please a section of voters.
Our bilateral engagement is robust and multi-
faceted, spanning trade and economy, defence
and security, climate change, science and tech-
nology, among other fields. Two areas that
could benefit both nations need renewed focus.

The first is trade ties, which should be

strengthened through a free trade agreement
(FTA) that hasbeen in the works for some time
now. After 14 rounds, talks remain inconclusive;
senior British trade negotiators unsuccessfully
tried a “last gasp” attempt in January 2024
before elections began in both India and the
UK. Former Tory prime minister Boris Johnson
had spiritedly promised to wrap the deal by
Diwali 2022, but is unlikely to be finalized by
even this Diwali, given that London’s new

regime will need time to grasp details. But hope
springs eternal, and, going by comments made
by Labour representatives, the agreement may
well get signed by next Diwali. Thankfully, the
Starmer government seems to have invested
considerable hope in the FTA materializing.
While some sticking points have held it up, no
whiff of MacDonaldism should get a chance to
stymie the pact. Starmer’s finance minister
Rachel Reeves has inherited a sluggish econ-
omy laden with debt; she should view the FTA
as a stepping stone to a comprehensive agree-
ment that will help revive investments and jobs.
One possible way of achieving that is offering
Britain as a gateway to European markets,
allowing Indian businesses to take advantage of
the UK-EU trade deal of 2021

The second—unexplored—area of coopera-
tion lies in jointly reviving multilateralism and
multilateral institutions. Since 2004, London
has consistently backed India’s claim to perma-
nent membership of the UN Security Council.
But there are many other areas in which both
nations seem to have adopted conflicting
stands. Britain, which has traditionally sided
with industrialized countries on certain issues,
would do well to review its stance to boost its
own economy. One example is trade in agricul-
ture, in which Britain has unfailingly joined the
chorus of rich nations against farmer subsidies
in poor economies, while unconscionably
ignoring higher farm subsidies in advanced.
The other area is climate-change talks, in which
the UK, again, haslet the principle of fairness
down: while launching broadsides against
developing nations, it overlooked the West’s
excess emissions. Starmer now has a popular
mandate to shed all vestiges of distasteful Mac-
Donaldism from India-UK ties.

LIVEMINT.COM

America’s actions have brought
Tibet back under the spotlight

Beijing has itself to blame for the firmer stance adopted by the US and India on the Tibetan cause

are, respectively, vice president for studies,
Observer Research Foundation (ORF); and
fellow, China studies, ORF

heissue of Tibet is back onto the

international centre-stage with

the visit of a seven-member US
Congressional delegation to Dharam-
shala, Himachal Pradesh, this month to
meet the Dalai Lama and members of
the Tibetan government-in-exile. Dur-
ing the visit, former US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi lashed out at Chinese
President Xi Jinping saying that the
Dalai Lama’s contribution will live on in
perpetuity while Xi Jinping will fade
into obscurity. Pelosi had earlier made a
trip to Taiwan, which China claimsisa
breakaway province, following which
Beijing launched military drills around
theisland.

The American activism on Tibet
comes close on the heels of the US
clearing new legislation that pushes
Beijing to re-engage with the Dalai
Lama and elected representatives to
resolve the standoff over Tibet’s future.
The new law directs the US government
to coordinate multilateral initiatives to
bring about a negotiated settlement on
Tibet. Importantly, it also stipulates
funding by the US for the purpose of
countering disinformation spread by
the Communist Party of China on
Tibetan history and traditional institu-
tions like the Dalai Lama.

India has also begun torecalibrate its
policy on Tibet, albeit slowly, over the
past decade. For his swearing-in cere-
mony in 2014, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi invited the political head of the
Tibetan government-in-exile, Lobsang
Sangay, along with heads of state from
neighbouring countries in South Asia.

The June 2020 clashes in Galwan
were an important inflection point in
relations between India and China, fol-
lowing which a tense standoff continues
between the two armies along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) to this date. The
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) sent
asenior representative to attend the
funeral of a soldier from the Special
Frontier Force (a clandestine unit
comprising mostly Tibetans) who was
martyred during military operations
against the People’s Liberation Army
along Pangong Tso in August 2020.
This was followed by Modi tweeting
birthday greetings to the Dalai Lama
in 2021.

In the current instance, the fact that
the US delegation met Prime Minister
Modi and foreign minister S. Jaishankar
after the interaction with the Tibetan
spiritual leader demonstrates that this
was not a personal outreach by US law-
makers. The Indian foreign ministry
also stated that the Dalai Lama was a
religious figure and was at liberty to
conduct his spiritual activities, while
countering China’s outburst over the
Dharamshala interaction. This foray
shows that there is close coordination
between New Delhi and Washington
on the issue of Tibet, thanks largely to
convergent interests.

The 1951 Chinese annexation of Tibet
led to the Dalai Lama seeking refuge in
India. Over the years, China consoli-
dated its hold over Tibet, resulting in
the suppression of religious freedom
there, and several Tibetans came to
India as refugees, drawn by cultural
affinity. The Indian government’s
Tibetan Rehabilitation Policy (2014
document puts the number of Tibetan
refugees living in 45 settlements across
the country at over 100,000 (as on
2009). Moreover, the government
acknowledges that many Tibetans live
outside these official settlements too.
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10 DEARS GO

Railways
at the
crossroads

The Dalai Lamaisrevered by Tibetans
and has acquired international stature.
Given that the Dalai Lama is an octoge-
narian, the issue of succession looms
large in the strategic calculus. As a large
Tibetan population resides in India,
there are apprehensions over how the
community would be influenced in the
future. Chinese propaganda has tried to
smear the institution of the Dalai Lama,
dubbing the current spiritual head a
separatist. China will seek to assert itself
on the question of succession. There is
significant global awareness of China’s
designs. The US Tibetan Policy and
Support Act of 2020, cleared by the
Donald Trump administration, stipu-
lates that only those adhering to the
Tibetan Buddhist faith must decide on
the Dalai Lama’s successor. Media
reports suggest that the Indian govern-
ment discussed the succession issue at
the highest levelsin 2021.

To conclude, Xi’s rise and consolida-
tion within China has led to the nation
stoking territorial disputes with neigh-
bours like India, Japan and Taiwan.
However, China may not be left
unscathed by its project to redraw bor-
ders. India okaying the US delegation’s
meeting with the Dalai Lama also bursts
the notion that areduced majority in
the Lok Sabha may lead to greater cau-
tion in Modi’s foreign-policy dealings.
On the contrary, by replying to the
greetings of Taiwanese President Lai
Ching-te with respect to Modi 3.0, and
reaffirming support to the Tibetan
cause, India is pushing the envelope on
China’sred lines. Modi’s decision not to
attend the SCO summit this yearin
Astana was also aimed at avoiding a
direct meeting with the Chinese leader.
The message from New Delhi seems to
be categorical: If China does not respect
India’s sensitivities with respect to its
core interests, India too should not be
expected to be mindful of Beijing’s red
lines. And unless Beijing addresses
India’s core concerns on border clarity
and national security, New Delhi is in no
hurry to mend fences.

JUST A TROTQAT

The more we give
importance to skill
development, the more
competent will be our youth.

NARENDRA MODI

We need a data-driven strategy to plug our skill gaps

AMIT KAPOOR & SHEEN ZUTSHI

are, respectively, chair at the
Institute for Competitiveness
and lecturer at Stanford
University, and research
manager at the Institute for
Competitiveness.

ndia’s rapidly growing youth population
isadouble-edged sword for its economic
aspirations. While the demographic divi-
dend presents a tremendous opportunity for
growth, capitalizing on it calls for equipping
the workforce with skills in line with the
changing demands of the global economy.
World Bank data shows a concerning trend:
India’s labour mobilization rates have fallen
from over 70% in 1990 to 56% in recent
years. Thisrepresents an alarming weakness
in India’s economy and threatens to under-
mine its demographic advantage. As India
strives to position itselfas a global economic
powerhouse, its ability to transform this
demographic bulge into a true dividend
through targeted skill development and
labour market reforms will be critical.
Askilled and educated workforce is criti-
cal for increasing productivity, fostering
innovation and attracting investment, all of
which in turn contribute to enhancing
national competitiveness. An analysis of the
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) data

provides more insights. The data shows that
workforce growth rates vary across skill lev-
els, offering an insight into the changing
composition of India’s skilled workforce and
itsimplications for overall competitiveness.
Italso showed a disturbing trend: a declining
growth rate of highly skilled individuals
(skilllevels 3 and 4). Between 2017 and 2022,
the growth rate for these skill levels fell by
more than 5 percentage pointsin at least 22
of India’s 36 states and Union territories.
States such as Sikkim, Karnataka, Nagaland,
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Goa have
had an over 10-point fall in the growth rate of
their highly trained workforce.

On the positive side, the semi-skilled
workforce (skill level 2) has grown signifi-
cantly, with anational compounded annual
growth rate of 59.5% between 2017-18 and
2022-23. More than 45% of the workforce
across states falls into this category, showing
a growing demand for individuals with
intermediate-level abilities. The Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) has
made a substantial contribution to this posi-
tive trend by offering skill training and certi-
fication. During the same period, skill level
1, which comprises low-skilled workers,
increased by 24.8%. This tendency indicates
a continuous reliance on skilled labour

across industries, potentially driven by con-
struction, manufacturing or services.

Despite progress, PLFS data also shows
that a sizeable proportion of the workforce
aged15to 59 still lacks formal vocational or
technical training. While the proportion has
dropped from 91.9% in 2017-18 to 72.6% in
2022-23, itstillindicatesa
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Weare also able to spot Competitiveness only skill development, but
mental | distinction Skl intorsive clusters n

between rural and urban areas. On average,
rural regions have much lower skill intensity
than their metropolitan counterparts. How-
ever, this disparity is mostly attributable to
cluster composition. In India, metropolitan
districts host skill-intensive trade clusters.
Cities such as Mumbai, Bangalore, Delhi and

Hyderabad have evolved as centres for IT
services, financial services and other knowl-
edge-intensive businesses. These industries
often require a higher number of skilled
individuals such as software engineers, data
analysts and financial professionals. As a
result, these urban zones naturally attracta

more skilled workforce. In

rural areas, which may result in more bal-
anced growth across India.

The government has aimed to address this
through its Skill India Mission, which
resulted in expansion of the skill level 2
workforce. But more coordinated efforts are
required by state governments. The Chan-

drababu Naidu-led government in Andhra
Pradesh proposed a ‘skill census,’ which can
assess current skill levels across regions and
sectors. Other states emulating it could pro-
mote competitive federalism by leveraging
the detailed data thus collected.

By mapping the current skill landscape,
policymakers can pinpoint specific areas
with shortages of skills and devise targeted
actions. State governments can create spe-
cialized skill-building programmes to
address the demands of their unique work-
forces and industries.

This data-driven strategy can result in
improvements in skill-development pro-
jects. By addressing the talent gap through
targeted measures, India can realize the full
potential of its demographic dividend.

The road ahead for India’s skill develop-
ment effortsis difficult, but the rewards are
significant. By investing in human capital
and utilizing data-driven initiatives, India
can turn its demographic advantage into a
meaningful economic dividend. A skilled
and productive workforce will not only drive
innovation and increase productivity, it will
also significantly contribute to the overall
competitiveness of the nation, accelerating
India’s journey towards becoming a devel-
oped economy by 2047.
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Britain's now-or-never moment:
It just can't afford to squanderit

This election caught the UR at a high-stakes juncture. It stares at decline unless its new Labour government sets things right

is a professor of economics at Cornell
University and a former chief economic adviser
to the Government of India.

recently spent ten days in the United King-

dom, driving through the English countryside

and occasionally giving lectures. My journey

included visits to historical landmarks like

the majestic Durham Cathedral, completed

in1133 CE, and the little village in Lincolnshire
where Isaac Newton was born. But I also saw, in
London and across the country, signs of urban
decay and neglect, as well as homelessness,
poverty and despair.

Having grown up in India reading the Bronté
sisters, Arthur Conan Doyle and P.G. Wodehouse,
and having been a student in London in the 1970s,
I'was somewhat familiar with both sides of the UK:
the opulence of its imperial past and the pockets of
entrenched poverty. Indians’ deep familiarity with
British culture isrooted in the rich and compli-
cated shared history between Britain and India.
Legend has it that when the great Indian writer
Nirad Chaudhuri, known for his photographic
memory, arrived in London from Kolkata for the
first time, he could direct the taxi driver through
lanes the driver was not familiar with.

Although Irelished the landscapes and the
conversations with strangers, I could not help but
notice an atmosphere of widespread discontent
and social turmoil. Everywhere  went, people
spoke about job scarcity, declining real wages, the
dismal state of the health-care system, long wait
times for medical treatment and crumbling infra-
structure. Trains frequently ran late and often
were cancelled, despite government reforms
aimed at improving service quality.

Official data supports such anecdotal evidence
that the British economy faces significant challen-
ges. The UK’s GDP grew by 0.7% during the first
quarter of 2024, pulling the country out of reces-
sion and providing the leadership with some good
news before the general election of 4 July. But
despite that slight uptick, real household disposa-
ble incomes remain 0.6% lower than they were in
late 2019, indicating that the benefits of economic
growth have not reached the average citizen.

While the UK has been hit hard by the covid pan-
demic and war in Ukraine, its economic difficulties
can be traced back to poor decisions over the past
quarter-century, particularly in the past 14 years,
with Brexit being the most prominent. With the
exception of 2021, when GDP increased by 8.7%
thanks to the post-pandemic rebound, the UK’s
growth rate has remained below 4.5% since 2000.

[The results of the general election saw Rishi
Sunak’s Conservative Party handed a massive
defeat by the Labour Party, whose leader Keir
Starmer will now be the country’s prime minister. |
The new government [that Starmer will lead]
must go beyond the important short-term policy
imperatives and develop a long-term growth
strategy. In addition to expansionary fiscal and

monetary policy, this strategy must rely on two
main pillars: infrastructure and higher education.

The UK must invest heavily in physical infra-
structure such as roads and railways, as well as the
severely underfunded National Health Service.
Given that the benefits of infrastructure invest-
ments are often difficult to quantify and take a
long time to materialize, they cannot be left to the
private sector. As Oxford economist Paul Collier
recently pointed out, the economic short-termism
of British policymakers has led to an “annual
scramble to scale back spending,” leaving “no
voice for the future.”

Likewise, the UK needs to devote far more
resources to higher education. While public
British universities were once global leaders,
attracting the best and brightest from around
the world, they are now facing the risk of an
“irreversible decline.” But with increased invest-
ment and a carefully crafted plan for allocating it,
the country’s higher-education system could
regain its global standing. To be sure, funding
these investments would require tax increases.
But given that the UK’s tax-to-GDP ratio was 35.3%

REUTERS

in 2022 (the latest year for which data are availa-
ble), compared to 39.3% in Germany and 41.9% in
Denmark, the new Labour government would
have room to manoeuvre.

While mobilizing the financing for large infra-
structure investments would be challenging,
ensuring that these funds are spent effectively is
critical. Governments have a tendency to overlook
the returns on such investments since, unlike pri-
vate investors, bureaucrats do not have any direct
stake in the game. Therefore, it is necessary to
draft acomprehensive plan detailing how the
money will be spent, even if returns take along
time to materialize. Although government invest-
ments in infrastructure and education could take
more than a decade to yield significant returns, the
next government must act urgently to foster long-
term growth.

This election found the UK at a critical juncture.
The stakes were enormous. Putting Britain on a
path towards a prosperous, sustainable future
requires bold government action. Unless British
policymakers can muster it, the country will
continue to decline. ©2024/PROJECT SYNDICATE

Presidential candidates must
not be allowed health secrets

The Biden-Trump debate showed why voters need full disclosure

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
science.

he presidential debate last week

revealed an embarrassing fact about

the American political system: We
are low-information voters. No matter how
diligently any of us might keep up with the
news, we don’t have access to basic data on
the physical, cognitive and mental health
ofthe people we elect tolead us. That could
change ifall presidential candidates were
required to undergo an exam by an inde-
pendent panel of physicians and reveal the
results to voters.

Biden’s confused, sometimes incoher-
ent performance unleashed a flurry of
speculation. Aides, associates and foreign
leaders who’ve had close contact told
reporters that alarming lapses had become
more frequent over the last two years—and
that on recent trips to Europe there were
moments of “sharpness ... mixed with occa-
sional blank-stared confusion.” Some doc-
tors (and donors) speculated over whether
an undisclosed medical condition could
have caused Biden’s poor performance.
Othersattributed it to simple exhaustion or
to hislifelong stutter. Without any require-
ment for medical transparency, voters
don’t know what to believe.

This is hardly the first time questions
have arisen about an elected official’s phys-
ical or mental fitness. During and after
Donald Trump’s first presidential run,
expertsraised doubts about his health, not-
ing his obesity, bad diet and instances of
slurred speech. Neurologists said his
vocabulary was degenerating and specu-
lated about cognitive decline.

Going back further, experts have con-
tended that Ronald Reagan’s Alzheimer’s
disease had started affecting his speech and
perhaps hisjudgement during his second
term, long before the public was informed
ofhis diagnosisin 1994. Franklin Roosevelt
carefully disguised his permanent disabili-
ties from polio and Woodrow Wilson hid a
stroke. The public was in the dark about
Lyndon Johnson’s bouts of depression,
which were chronicled in the diaries of his
wife, Lady Bird Johnson. John F. Kennedy
didn’t disclose that he had an adrenal gland
disorder known as Addison’s Disease.

Forall presidential candidates, disclos-
ingkey health information should be man-
datory. Health is more important than
age—many people function just fine well
into their 80s and beyond and relative
youth is no guarantee of health.

In1994, former President Jimmy Carter
assembled a working group on presidential
disabilities, said Arthur Caplan, head of bio-
ethics at New York University. Carter’s
group proposed that anon-partisan panel

US candidate Joe Biden's health has
become a concern AP

could conduct medical evaluations. “The
key variable you're looking for is an inde-
pendent assessment,” said Caplan. The
evaluations could be done by a panel
appointed by the National Academy of
Medicine and Science, he said, or perhaps
some other group seen as non-partisan.

Personal physicians tend to hold back
anything a president or candidate doesn’t
want disclosed, Caplan said. Consider the
unconventional note Trump shared in
2016, allegedly from a doctor, claiming he
“will be the healthiest individual ever
elected to the presidency,” with lab results
that were “astonishingly excellent.”

Any private company would hold their
chiefexecutive officer to a higher standard.
Caplan points out that Fortune 500 com-
panies will demand health data on poten-
tial CEOs, usually requiring an independ-
ent executive physical rather than just a
note from a personal physician.

We should have the same for presiden-
tial candidates. Nothing in these independ-
ent checkups would necessarily disqualify
acandidate—voterswould be free to decide
what did and didn’t matter.

Because so many medical tests give
probabilities rather than certainties, inter-
preting the results for voters would take
some judgment and skill. New blood tests
for a protein called p-Tau 217 can pick up
early signs of the abnormal proteins that
characterize Alzheimer’s Disease, but peo-
ple can potentially test positive and stay
healthy for 10 or more years—plenty of
time to complete two terms.

Genetic tests can predict who hasa high
probability of developing all kinds of dis-
eases, from dementia to cancer, but again,
aperson with no existing symptoms might
do fine for at least eight years. Voters
would have to weigh this type of informa-
tion the same way they balance a candi-
date’s financial disclosures, personal his-
tory and policy positions.

The flurry of post-debate medical specu-
lation was followed by a flurry of objections
toall the armchair diagnoses, reminding us
that only a proper medical exam could
reveal what’s wrong with the president.
But speculation inevitably follows an infor-
mation vacuum. Until our policies change,
we have no power to make our leaders get
the appropriate tests, or to make anyone

tell us the results. ©BLOOMBERG

From green to transition finance: Help Asia clean up

HELGE MUENKEL

is chief sustainability officer,
DBS Bank

sia is the economic engine of the
world. Population growth, urbani-
zation and industrialization are on
the rise. But the region also faces a stark
reality: achieving sustained economic
development with the least amount of car-
bon emissions requires amonumental shift
in energy production and consumption.
We also cannot forget that we are no longer
justchasing a ‘green’ future. We're striving
forajust transition as well.
Ajusttransition isnotjust aboutreplac-
ing coal-fired power plants with windmills
and solar panels. Itis about building aresil-
ient future that leaves no one behind and
where everyone can live well—with access
to food, fresh water, air, education, etc—
within planetary constraints. Indeed, ajust
transition would encapsulate the United
Nations’17 Sustainable Development Goals
which cutacross economic, social and envi-
ronmental objectives and targets.
Newsreports scream “trillions needed”—
about $3.5 trillion a year—to achieve the

goal of net-zero emissions, painting a pic-
ture of aresource-scarce future. However,
the reality is far more nuanced.

The challenge is not alack of capital, but
the need for a robust ecosystem to attract
and channel investments effectively. Bridg-
ing the sustainable financing gap will
require innovation on several fronts—
through innovative policies, solutions,
financing models and partnerships.

Investors need clear long-term policy
frameworks that define emission reduction
targets and encourage sustainable prac-
tices. This clarity creates a degree of pre-
dictability to help investors better assess
future risks and make more informed
investment decisions.

Examples of conducive policiesinclude
green and transition taxonomies to channel
capital in practical and transparent ways, as
well asto incentivize the scaling up of new
technologies.

Beyond regulatory certainty, investors
alsoneed acompellingrisk-reward profile.
Balancing long-term environmental bene-
fits with competitive returnsis key. A mix of
risk-reward profiles—ideally based on a
range of sustainable projects across various
sectors—can further help attract a wider
pool of investors.

Innovative financial products, such as
green impact bonds, can help bridge this
gap. There is also a need to rethink tradi-
tional financing models. For example,
blended finance, which combines conces-
sionary and commercial loans, continuesto
hold promise. But scaling this model has
been challenging because
of hurdles in attracting
private investment and

Eco-friendly

gate the complex process of transforming
their business operations.

In addition, the lack of readily available
high-quality data on emission-reduction
potential and clean-energy project viability
hinders informed investment decisions.
Strengthening data collection and analysis,
through a combination of
digital solutions, artificial
intelligence (Al), and

effective public-private H increasingly Generative Al
risk sharing. proleCts have as well, would help build
Overcoming these H investor confidence.
issues will require us to flnance bUt OId But the equation does
plug many of the same industries also not end there. We must
gaps addressed here. prioritize the just aspect of
Shifting from green need funds to the transition. Leaving fos-
financing to transition . sil fuel-dependent com-
financing is also critical. clean up their munities behind in the
While green finance will . quest for clean energy, for
continue to play a role in Operatlons example, is not an option.

enabling environmentally

sustainable projects, the

real economy requires funds that enable
the shift from brown to green.

Industries such as power generation,
steel production, agriculture and transpor-
tation—and the small and medium enter-
prises that support them—need financing
and sustainable advisory services to navi-

Addressing this challenge

requires upskilling and
reskilling programmes for workers, apart
from social safety nets to ensure a smooth
transition.

Another hurdle is the talent gap in the
sustainability sector. We need to equip a
new generation with skills to measure, eval-
uate, structure and manage transition pro-

jects.Inaddition, government and industry
have ashared responsibility to help workers
find their place in a low-carbon future by
re- or upskilling individuals. While work-
force transformation can be challenging,
the benefits can be substantial. The green
economy could raise global gross domestic
product (GDP) per capita by up to 5% and
add millions of jobs.

Building a strong ecosystem to support a
just energy transition will be challenging.
No single entity or government can do this
alone. Close collaboration between policy-
makers, corporates, financiers and civil
society will be vital.

The good newsis that thisis already hap-
pening. Over the past 18 months, we have
seen an increase in the number of regional
workgroups, industry task forces and pub-
lic-private partnerships geared towards
creating a sustainable future. And I have
had the privilege of sitting on global,
regional and national workgroups to help
shape the future of sustainable and transi-
tion financing.

By shifting from green to transition
financing, with its focus on a holistic ecosys-
tem, we can unlock Asia’s true potential to
lead the charge towards a sustainable future,
one well-financed project at a time.
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FOOD FOR A RAINY DAY

Creating a buffer stock of essential food items can helpin
evening out extreme price fluctuations

HE RESERVE BANK of India (RBI) maintains foreign exchange reserves, now

at over $650 billion, not to interfere with the normal functioning of the cur-

rency market. It seeks, instead, to ensure that exchange rate movements,

while market-determined, are “orderly” and there is no “excessive volatil-
ity”. A similar approach is arguably required in food. The government must consider
building a buffer stock not just of rice and wheat, but even pulses, oilseeds, sugar, skimmed
milk powder (SMP) and staple vegetables. The idea, again, is not to set prices or supplant
the market, but to curb too much volatility that's neither in consumer nor producer in-
terest and also makes the RBI's job harder: When “core” inflation (that is, exclusive of
food and fuel)is at a record low of 3.1 per cent (year-on-year for May), but retail food in-
flation stays elevated at 8.7 per cent, does the central bank cut or raise interest rates? Or
leave them unchanged, as in the current uncertain scenario?

The increasing volatility and unpredictability of food prices has primarily to do with cli-
mate change — fewer rainy days and extended dry spells, interspersed with intense pre-
cipitation, and also shorter winters and heat waves. The latter’s effects have been felt this
time in poor crops of rabi pulses, tomato, potato and even wheat in central India. Such sup-
ply shocks — whether induced by climate, war or pandemic — typically engender very
large price spikes. Farmers respond by massively ramping up production that, in turn,
leads to steep price declines. Take milk. Last year, in February-March, dairies were paying
farmers Rs 37-38 per litre for cow milk. The same dairies have today slashed procurement
prices to Rs 26-27 because of SMP realisations crashing to Rs 200-210 per kg, from their
February-March 2023 peaks of Rs 315-320. These low prices, discouraging dairies from
procuring and farmers from feeding their animals properly, could be a precursor to milk
shortages and inflation next year.

Creating a buffer stock of essential food items — procuring from farmers/processors
during years of surplus production and offloading the same in times of crop failures — can
go some way in evening out such extreme price fluctuations. The fiscal cost shouldn’t be
much, as the stocked commodities (potato, onion and tomato can even be stored in de-
hydrated form such as flakes, paste and puree) are to be disposed of during scarcity/in-
flationary periods at near-market rates. The government did undertake such open mar-
ket sales of wheat and chana from its previously accumulated stocks, which helped
moderate cereal and pulses inflation. A buffer stocking policy in food items will also do
away with the need for regressive anti-farmer measures such as banning exports or im-
posing stock limits on private traders and processors.

RETURN OF REFORMISTS

Pezeshkian’s victory on a moderate plank holds out hope for
Iran and the region. Delhi must seize new bilateral openings

N A MAJOR surprise, the reformist candidate, Masoud Pezeshkian, won the sec-

ond round of voting last Friday to become the ninth president of the Islamic Republic

of Iran. The elections were held after the previous president Ibrahim Raisi died in

ahelicopter crash in May. Unlike his predecessor Raisi and his electoral rival Saeed
Jalili, both of whom pursued hardline policies at home and abroad, Pezeshkian offers a
different path. He has promised to make peace with the world, free the internet, and lift
social restrictions, especially on women. For the people of a country that has been locked
in a prolonged conflict with many of its Arab neighbours and the West, and endured end-
less censorship and repression at home, Pezeshkian could bring a breath of fresh air.

The first round of elections was marked by a small turnout of less than 40 per cent that
reflected a growing apathy towards the political process and mounting pessimismabout the
possibility for positive change. Pezeshkian appears to have enthused the urban voters to
come back to the polling booths in the second round. His rival, Jalili, in contrast, was threat-
ening to double down on social control at home and intensify the confrontation with the
world. Besides the higher turnout, the squabbles within the conservative camp may have fa-
cilitated the victory of Pezeshkian. Although he has rekindled hope for much desired change,
he knows that the elected president is not the master of the Iran polity. That privilege be-
longs to the “Supreme Leader”, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who heads Iran’s “rule by clerics”.
Pezeshkian served under two liberal presidents — Ayatollah Khatami and Hassan Rouhani.
Both had promised reform at home and reengagement with the world but could not deliver.
But politics is the art of the possible and if he is lucky opportunities could open up for
Pezeshkianin the days ahead as the ageing Khamenei struggles to manage the multiple crises
enveloping Iran. Cynics might even argue that Khamenei could give Pezeshkian alonger rope
to govern as part of an effort to restore the fading legitimacy of the 1979 Islamic revolution.

Iran’s geopolitical orientation has a powerful impact on the prospects for peace and
stability in the world. Iran has the potential to become a swing state in the deepening
great power conflict between the US and Europe on the one hand and the Sino-Russian
alliance on the other. To its west, Tehran is at the heart of multiple conflicts, including the
war in Gaza, Lebanon, and Yemen. To the north, Iran is a critical factor in the Caucasus,
Caspian, and Central Asia. Tehran is also a critical player shaping the turbulent frontiers
of Afghanistan and Pakistan and the balance between Kabul and Rawalpindi. Delhi, which
has cultivated a productive relationship with Iran’s deep state in recent years, must be pre-
pared to seize new possibilities for advancing bilateral ties with Pezeshkian.
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WORDLY WISE

TO SAFEGUARD DEMOCRACY THE PEOPLE MUST HAVE
A KEEN SENSE OF INDEPENDENCE, SELF-RESPECT, AND
THEIR ONENESS. — M K GANDHI

What an NSA does

Arestructuring of the office is an opportunity to look

closer at role and remit of the National Security Advisor

SAN]AYA BARU

THE APPOINTMENT OF a new Additional
National Security Advisor (ANSA) along with
arestructuring of reporting relationships both
within the National Security Council
Secretariat (NSCS) and between the National
Security Advisor (NSA) and the Union min-
istries has not attracted the attention it de-
serves. While the NSA now presides over a
much bigger organisation, with an ANSA and
three deputy NSAs, his new role appears more
advisory and less operational. The NSA would
deal with advisory outfits such as the National
Security Advisory Board and the Strategic
Policy Group. While the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) and the three service chiefs, the Union
defence, home, foreign and other secretaries
are also required to report to the NSA, each of
them also reports to a minister in their daily
functioning.

How the ministerial bosses of the relevant
officials view these changes remains to be
seen. Given that the Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister normally deals with the civil
bureaucracy, turf issues are bound to arise if
the NSA becomes an activist, convening meet-
ings with the Cabinet Secretary and secretaries
to the government of India.

Second, it appears the ANSA would now
be the gatekeeper in the communication
chain between six mid-level unit heads (three
Dy NSAs and three service officers) and the
NSA. This also means an additional bureau-
craticlayer has been created between the PM
and those monitoring national security on a
daily basis. Will the PM's daily security brief-
ings be done by the NSA or the ANSA or both?
What of the relationship between the intelli-
gence czars and the PM, and the CDS and PM?

The changes made to the security archi-
tecture have raised many questions down the
line, both within the civil and military bureau-
cracies. They have also prompted speculation
about the future of the incumbent NSA, Ajit
Doval. Is his elevation a precursor to hon-
ourable retirement? Will the ANSA, Rajinder
Khanna, succeed him? Will someone from the
outside replace both in due course? Lack of
clarity on such questions would impact the
efficiency of the new arrangement.

One can see that a quarter century after
the creation of the office of NSA, the institu-

One can see that a quarter
century after the creation of
the office of NSA, the
institution, its place within
the national government and
its responsibilities and
remit, are still evolving.
‘While there is a lot of
published material on the
history of the evolution of
the office of NSA, the
question raised by K
Subrahmanyam — the
strategic affairs guru
intimately associated with
the creation of the office,
along with KC Pant and
Jaswant Singh —in a 2010
article, ‘Does India Need an
NSA?’, has not yet been
satisfactorily answered.
Subrahmanyam himself
answered that question in
the affirmative but I believe
he would have preferred an
institutional separation
between ‘thinkers’ and
‘actors’, as well as direct
access to the PM for
intelligence chiefs and the
military leadership.

tion, its place within the national government
and its responsibilities and remit, are still
evolving. While there is alot of published ma-
terial on the history of the evolution of the of-
fice of NSA, the question raised by K
Subrahmanyam — the strategic affairs guru
intimately associated with the creation of the
office, along with KC Pant and Jaswant Singh
--ina2010article, “Does IndiaNeed an NSA?”,
has not yet been satisfactorily answered.
Subrahmanyam himself answered that ques-
tion in the affirmative but I believe he would
have preferred aninstitutional separation be-
tween “thinkers” and “actors”, as well as di-
rect access to the PM for intelligence chiefs
and the military leadership.

Both in 2005, after the demise of the then
NSA N Dixit, and in 2014, before the appoint-
ment of Ajit Doval, there was much discussion
onwho ought tofill that post. The turf war was
between officers of the foreign service and po-
lice service. In the event, on both occasions,an
IPS officer and former head of internal intelli-
gence was finally chosen. The absence of any
clearly laid out criteria and qualifications for
the post and, worse, clearly specified duties
and chain of command, has left the question
openas towho should be made NSA —adiplo-
mat, a spook, a soldier or a scholar?

When Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
first created the post he chose to name the
Principal Secretary to the PM as the NSA. From
1998 to 2004 the late Brajesh Mishra defined
the work of an NSA by living that role. His suc-
cessor, N Dixit, had to redefine the role be-
cause Prime Minister Singh separated the two
posts, appointing an IAS officer, TKA Nair, as
Principal Secretary and Dixit as NSA. Dr Singh
further complicated the matter by appoint-
ing Narayanan as an internal security advisor.
By the time the internal turf wars between the
IAS, IFS and IPS ended, Dixit passed away and
Narayanan took over. He was succeeded by
Shivshankar Menon of the foreign service.

While both Doval and Narayanan have
similar professional backgrounds, PM Modi
has not only elevated the rank of NSA to that
of cabinet minister, but has also widened the
remit by integrating national security man-
agement with higher defence management.
This, too, is an experiment whose advisabil-

ity and experience have not been adequately
and professionally evaluated so far.

Finally, given the recent and ongoing con-
troversy about the activities of R&AW, brought
into global focus by charges levelled by state
agencies in Canada and the United States, as
well as the controversy around the decision-
making process with respect to the Agniveer
initiative, the role and remit of the NSA have
once again come into focus.

Should the NSA have a diplomatic, bureau-
cratic, military, police or intelligence back-
ground? Is national security management
about intelligence gathering or processing?
Should those processing intelligence belong
to organisations gathering intelligence?
Indeed, should the priority for national secu-
rity management be experience in internal
security or external security for a country like
India? So onand so forth. The role and respon-
sibility of the NSA and of the National Security
Council have evolved with time and changing
circumstance. The material in the public do-
main remains limited for any informed com-
ment on these questions.

A restructuring offers an opportunity for
a fresh look at these questions. The Kargil
Review Committee chaired by K
Subrahmanyam had suggested that the Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS) should directly report to
the PM. By giving the NSA a cabinet rank and
the CDS the rank of a secretary to the Union
government, the political leadership has done
a disservice to the armed forces. The CDS is
notevenapermanent member of the cabinet
committee on security. Given the challenges
being faced with respect to defence moderni-
sation and organisation, and given the security
environment in our neighbourhood, the CDS
must report directly to the PM and only main-
tain a consultative relationship with the NSA.

The factis that successive NSAs have been
learning on the job in dealing with national
security challenges ranging from the border
problem with China to handling political chal-
lenges in border states, and these challenges
have only grown with time.

The authorwas Member, National Security
Advisory Board of India, 1999-2001 and media
advisor to Prime Minister of India, 2004-08

!
5 -

BHUMIKA SHARMA

A BEND IN THE RIVER

Indus Waters Treaty must enlarge focus, recognise shared vulnerabilities

THE 1960 INDUS Waters Treaty (IWT)is a
landmark transboundary water-sharing
mechanism between India and Pakistan. But
disagreements persist. In an unprecedented
move, India called for amendments to the
agreement last year due to its dissatisfaction
with the dispute resolution process. It blamed
Pakistan’s continued “intransigence” in im-
plementing the treaty — particularly its ma-
terial breach. Pakistan sought arbitration at
The Hague for resolution of its differences and
objections over India’s Kishenganga and Ratle
hydroelectric projects, bypassing the treaty-
compliant Neutral Expert proceedings.
Changing realities such as climate change
also fuel the need for amending the treaty. In
2015, the Indus basin was ranked by NASA as
the world’s second most over-stressed aquifer.
Anestimated 31 per cent of the net basin flow
originates from climate-impacted glaciers and
snow melts, making mean annual flows more
volatile and seasonal. Other factors like un-
predictable monsoons also contribute to in-
creased variability of flow volume.
Irrigation and cultivation in the Indus
plains are central to both economies. The
Indus is responsible for over 90 per cent of
Pakistan’s agricultural output. Given the bal-
looning population and corresponding con-
sumption, deteriorating water quality poses
an additional threat to food and nutritional se-
curity, human health and biodiversity.
Contentions within the framework of the
IWT mostly revolve around the perceived im-
pacts of infrastructure development on down-

A nuanced understanding of
climate-change induced
impacts and increased
population pressures on the
hydrology of the rivers is
needed. This could be done
by developing a mechanism
for real-time data-sharing
between the two riparians
and evaluation of water
quality and changing

flow magnitudes

In numeric terms.

stream flows, and Pakistan’s concerns as a
lower riparian state. Matters are exacerbated
by the massive trust deficit between the two
neighbours. A case in point is Pakistan’s accu-
sation of “water terrorism” against India for
the Shahpurkandi barrage project. But Ravi’s
water-flow from India into Pakistan is not sub-
stantial in the first place, and the dam would
streamline the river’s flow — as legally permit-
ted within the IWT — to support power sup-
ply and agricultural growth in Punjab and J&K.

The politics of “upper vs lower riparian”
goes beyond transboundary river governance,
stirring inter-provincial tensions even within
Pakistan. There is a need to go beyond thisin-
sular approach — a simplistic partitioning of
the Indus river system — and to look at the
basin as a cohesive geographical unit.

Firstly, it is pertinent to integrate an eco-
logical perspective into the governance frame-
work of the treaty. This includes institution-
alising the adoption, allocation and
implementation of Environmental Flows (EF)
within the IWT. According to the Brisbane
Declaration and Global Action Agenda on
Environmental Flows, EFs refer to the quan-
tity and timing of freshwater flows and levels
necessary to sustain aquatic ecosystems
which support human cultures, economies,
sustainable livelihoods, and well-being.

There is a need to harmonise EFs with the
principles enshrined in the 1997 UN
Watercourses Convention, forming the inter-
national legal framework on the non-naviga-
tional uses of water. These include the princi-

ples of equitable and reasonable use, and duty
to prevent significant transboundary harm.

Concepts of minimisation of environmen-
tal harm and ecological flows in transbound-
ary rivers find mention in instruments of inter-
national customary law — the 2004 Berlin
Rules on Water Resources, in particular. In the
dispute over India’s dam construction on the
Kishanganga tributary of Jhelum river, the
Permanent Court of Arbitration ordered in
2013 that India was under obligation to re-
lease environmental flows downstream of its
project into Pakistan. This watershed verdict
serves as a precedent for maintaining EFs in
transboundary river basins.

Secondly, a nuanced understanding of
climate-change induced impacts and in-
creased population pressures on the hydrol-
ogy of the rivers is needed. This could be
done by developing a mechanism for real-
time data-sharing between the two ripari-
ans and evaluation of water quality and
changing flow magnitudes in numeric
terms. Alegally binding, World Bank-super-
vised data-sharing framework within the
IWT would ensure accountability and en-
hance policy community’s understanding
of the water-quality challenges.

Recognising climate change asa common
vulnerability, and shifting focus to holistic
basin management would re-establish the
treaty as a bright spot in Indo-Pak relations.

The writer is with Asia Pacific Consulting and
advisory, The Asia Foundation
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I A HJACKING MYSTERY

THE MOTIVES OF the nine men, who hijacked
the Indian Airlines Airbus to Lahore, remain
unclear. Prolonged questioning of the crew
failed to shed much light. Captain CS P Singh
said the hijackers demanded that the plane
be refuelled. He believed they wanted to fly to
another destination.

AIRPORT-IA BLAME GAME

WHILE THE BIG question about how the hi-
jackers of the IA Airbus managed to smuggle
arms onto the flight at Srinagar remains unan-
swered, the security personnel at Srinagar and

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Indian Airlines have started blaming each
other. IA thinks it was lax security checking at
the airport. The Srinagar security staff says that
the arms were probably already aboard.

SRINAGAR CURFEW

INDEFINITE CURFEW WAS imposed in
Srinagar as “a precautionary measure” after
rumours that the present government led by
Chief Minister G M Shah had been “reduced to
a minority.” The rumours were, however,
scotched by Farooq Abdullah himself at
Mujahid Mangzil, where he had shifted to start
a“full-fledged” agitation against the new gov-
ernment headed by G M Shah.

AFSPA 1IN PUNJAB

PUNJAB AND CHANDIGARH were declared
disturbed areas for another three months un-
der the Armed Forces (Punjab and
Chandigarh) Special Powers Act, 1983 in the
wake of increasing terrorist activity. Under
this Act, the security forces are vested with
powers to search premises and arrest people
without warrant.

NAVRATILOVA'S WIN

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA WON her fifth
Wimbledon women'’s singles crown and her
third in a row, defeating Chris Evert-Lloyd.
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A trust deficit with farmers

Agriculture minister must take steps to bridge it in order to create space for
agriculture reform. In the short run, fix the crop insurance scheme

FrROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI

TRUST IS THE foundation of any relationship,
be it in a family, between friends or between
farmers and policymakers. But trust building
requires transparency in actions. Without it,
any action by any party can be misconstrued,
leading to the collapse of relations and poli-
cies. I am talking in the context of farm poli-
cies and the trust deficit that widened be-
tween some segments of the farming
community and the agri-policy makers.

If agriculture in the country has to be put
on a fast and sustainable track, first and fore-
most, the agriculture minister, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, has to bridge this trust deficit with
farmers. The best way to do it is to form two
agri-councils, one with representatives of
farmers from each state, say two per state,
one owner cultivator and one tenant. Let us
callit the Farmers’ Council. The second coun-
cil will comprise agri-ministers of each state,
somewhat on the lines of the GST council.
Both these councils must meet at least twice
ayear, at the beginning of the kharif and rabi
conferences that the Centre holds each year.
This will go a long way to converge on some
important reforms in the agri-sector, whichis
crying for change.

Second, climate change is already knock-
ing on our heads and farming will be im-
pacted ina big way unless we take some bold
steps. The Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) claims that they have pro-
duced more than 2,000 seed varieties that are
climate resilient for different crops. If that is
the case, how does one explain the drop in
agri-GDPin 2023-24 tojust 1.4 per cent com-
pared to the previous year’s high of 4.7 per
cent? There was the El Nino impact in 2023.
That means that either we are still way be-
hind in creating a climate-resilient agricul-
ture or our innovation in seeds has not moved
from the scientists’ labs to the lands of the
farmers. In terms of the forthcoming Union
Budget, this also means that ICAR’s funding
needs to go up significantly, say fromless than
Rs 10,000 crore today to about Rs 15,000
crore. The marginal returns in investing in cli-
mate-resilient agriculture, and also promot-
ing climate-smart agriculture are very high.
The latter requires the resurrection of the
agri-extension work in a way that promotes
farming practices which can withstand ex-
treme heat waves or bursts of rain, etc. The
extra funding of ICAR should be exclusively
focused on creating a climate-resilient and
climate-smart agriculture. But this is not go-
ing to happen overnight. In the short run, we
need to fix the crop insurance scheme, the
PM-Fasal Bima Yojana (PM-FBY).

PM-FBY was started in 2016 after back-to-
back droughtsin 2014-15 and 2015-16. Agri-
GDP had collapsed and suddenly the farm-
ing community was under deep stress.
PM-FBY was a bold step in the right direction.
But the success of any such scheme depends
on how efficiently itis implemented. It started
with a big bang. In total 26 states, 16 insurers
came forward to join this scheme. But the
scheme was somewhat premature as the
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spade work was not done, and the infusion
of technology was meagre. The All-Weather
Stations (AWS) were not fixed, continuous
monitoring of plots was not done through
high-tech Low Earth Orbits (LEOs), algorithms
for crop losses were not properly designed,
and so on. In brief, the scheme was open to
human manipulation. No wonder many of
our states, with the help of some leaders, took
undue advantage. There were several cases
of corruption. As a result, after a good initial
start, the graph of its adoption, instead of go-
ing up started coming down. Re-insurers who
are the real risk-takers in the crop insurance
business were not satisfied as there was not
enough transparency in crop losses and
claims made. By 2021-22, there were only 20
states and 10 insurers willing to participate
in PM-FBY. It was feared that this scheme may
fail. But there was no better alternative to
compensate the farmers in case of crop fail-
ures. It was at that time that a major push for
technology re-booting was made. In the last
two years, there seems to be a turnaround in
PM-FBY. The number of states and insurers
participating in the scheme has gone back to
24 and 15, respectively. The improvements in
the yield estimation system based on tech-
nology (YES-TECH), and the Weather
Information Network and Data System
(WINDS) have raised hopes and reduced hu-
man intervention. Though still not perfect, it
has an all-time high enrolment of farmers at
about 40 million.

Interestingly, first-time, non-loanee farm-

PM-FBY was started in 2016
after back-to-back droughts in
2014-15 and 2015-16. Agri-
GDP had collapsed and
suddenly the farming
community was under deep
stress. PM-FBY was a bold
step in the right direction. But
the success of any such
scheme depends on how
efficiently it is implemented.
It started with a big bang. In
total 26 states, 16 insurers
came forward to join this
scheme. But the scheme was
somewhat premature as the
spade work was not done, and
the infusion of technology
was meagre.
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ers who opted for this scheme comprised 55
per cent of the total farmers insured. The area
covered under PM-FBY in 2023-24 was about
61 million hectares which was roughly 40 per
cent of the gross cropped area of the states
who opted for PM-FBY. This has raised hopes
that the technology infusion has earned the
trust of insurers, re-insurers, as well as farm-
ers. But the litmus test for the success of crop
insurance depends on the premium rates.
They had peaked at 17 per cent in 2021-22,
but since then they have sharply come down
toroughly 10 per cent in 2023-24 as per pro-
visional figures. This is a commendable re-
vival of the scheme at the all-India level. But
there is no time for complacency.

A state-wise picture throws some inter-
esting results: The actuarial premium was
just 3.4 per cent in Andhra Pradesh, 5.7 per
cent in Uttar Pradesh, and 7.5 per cent in
Madhya Pradesh. But many other states at-
tracted much higher premiums. For exam-
ple, Chhattisgarh (14.8 per cent), Haryana
(11.7 per cent), Karnataka (19.2 per cent),
Maharashtra(13.5 per cent), Odisha(13.1 per
cent), Rajasthan (9.7 per cent), Tamil Nadu
(12 per cent), and so on. There is a need to
study its reasons and bring the all-India pre-
miums below 7 per cent. Chouhan can do it,
provided he fixes the system based on tech-
nology with the least human manipulation.
Can he deliver on this?

The writer is a Distinguished Professor at
ICRIER. Views are personal

Hoping for a miracle at COP29

Why consensus on resource transfer for climate change remains elusive

SOMIT DASGUPTA

We are back to where we had left off during
COP28. In the recently concluded Bonn talks,
a precursor to COP29 (to be held in Baku in
November), there was no consensus regard-
ing resource transfer for climate change.
This, however, is not surprising given the fact
that the world community has been labour-
ing over the transfer of $100 billion per year
since the last 15 years, without success. This
kitty, however, has been given a new name
— New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG)
— though without any flesh and blood in the
form of money. The developed world is en-
gaged in who all should contribute to this
fund and the latest missive is that countries
like China and Saudi Arabia should also be
viewed as donors rather than recipients.
When we talk about the quantum of
money actually required, it is in trillions of
dollars and not billions. The figure of $100
billion was arrived at more than 15 years ago
without due diligence. The actual require-
ment can be anything between $1 trillion to
$6 trillion annually. The reason why China
is being singled out is because it is the largest
polluter and because its gross domestic
product and per capita income has grown
manifold in the last two decades. For the
record, it may be mentioned that when the
Kyoto Protocol was finalised (1997), China’s
GDP per capita was 25 per cent of the
world’s figure and, by 2020, the two figures

were almost equal.

China, on the other hand, has opined that
it is still a developing country according to
the guidelines of the UNFCCC and that
Article 9 (of the Paris Agreement) says that
resource transfer has to take place from the
developed to developing countries.
Mercifully, India has not yet been called out,
though there is a good probability that India,
too, may be asked to contribute instead of
being a recipient of climate funds. There is
little doubt that the real intention of this de-
bate as to who all should contribute to the
fund is to delay matters further when it
comes to resource transfer. Sorting out this
issue could take years and at the receiving
end is the developing world, the small island
states in particular, as their land mass is fast
disappearing due to the rising sea level.

While we are grappling with the new-
born baby, the NCQG, we still have to nurse
the severely undernourished infant — the
Loss and Damage Fund. The irony is that
while we have not been able to provide $100
billion over all these years, we now have to
take care of the infant as well. The procras-
tination in providing this paltry sum has en-
sured that the requirement has gone up. The
required sum is so large today that contri-
butions from the developed world only will
not suffice. Some contribution has to come
from the relatively well-off developing

countries. That apart, the real nuts and bolts
of the Loss and Damage Fund are yet to be
finalised. All we know is that we have a com-
mitted sum of a meagre $800 million but
who all will get access to it is still a con-
tentious issue. Discussions on this will take
place in Baku in November and one can
make an intelligent guess regarding the out-
come of these discussions.

We keep talking about the lack of re-
source transfer from the developed world,
pointing out that this lack has ensured that
suitable action could not be taken to combat
climate change. This is a rather simplistic
view. There are several actions that each
country is expected to take in order to reverse
the adverse effects of climate change but has
faltered. The first thing which comes to one’s
mind is the preparation of national adapta-
tion plans (NAPs). The NAPs are nothing but
action to be taken to respond to impacts of
climate change. This is especially required
for developing nations. Unfortunately, only
about 57 countries have submitted their
NAPs so far. It, however, may be recognised
that some of the poorer countries don’t have
the capacity to make such plans. Incidentally,
India too is yet to submit its plan.

In the meantime, matters are getting
from bad to worse. The World
Meteorological Organisation (WMO) had
termed the year 2023 to be the hottest year

ever. The WMO has further predicted that
in the next five years, there is 80 per cent
likelihood that the average annual global
temperature will exceed 1.50C for at least
one of the years. As it is, with whatever rise
in temperature that we have experienced so
far, there are enough calamities happening
around the world. Take the case of Southern
Asia itself — we had the Remal cyclone in
Bangladesh which created havoc in the
country. In India, too, we are facing a severe
heat wave, perhaps, due to climate change.

It must be said that COP29 is not really
taking place at an opportune moment. With
the US presidential elections due in
November, one is not sure what their stance
would be post elections. The previous US ad-
ministration had pulled out of climate-
change negotiations only to be brought back
by the current administration. In addition,
the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, the war in
the Gaza region and the trade hostilities
with China have ensured that geopolitics
will rule the roost when it comes to climate
negotiations. One will have to go through
the motions as one has done for several
COP negotiations in the past and hope for
a miracle.

The writer is senior visiting fellow,
ICRIER, and former member (Economic &
Commercial), CEA. Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“To avoid the social instability that the politicians have voiced their concerns
about, it would be better if the proposed counterterrorism operation starts
only after a political consensus has been reached. It should be left to parliament

to decide how the country must proceed on the matter.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

Cautionary tale
for our times

In the aftermath of his release, it is time
to focus not on Julian Assange as a person
but the ideas that he embodies

NISHANT SHAH

JULIAN ASSANGE IS not a person. He is an
idea. Ever since he catapulted into uncer-
tain fame in 2010, when as the founder of
WikiLeaks, he was accused of leaking
thousands of documents that betrayed
American military national security, he
has been a figure of public scrutiny and le-
gal contestation. While his direct “co-con-
spirator” Chelsea Manning was released
from prison after seven years when
President Obama commuted her sen-
tence, Assange has been mired in a pro-
tracted battle for freedom. From the now-
dropped charges of sexual assault brought
in by the Swedish government, to him be-
ing dramatically dragged out of the
Ecuadorian embassy in the UK, where he
spent 42 months in isolated prison since
2019, stories of Assange have often been
produced as a modern-day Odyssey, albeit
of a not very likeable protagonist.

Assange is a person of interest not only
for the American justice and political sys-
tems but also for a global understanding of
what constitutes freedom, liberty, and ac-
cess toinformation in our digital networks.
Assange was perhaps one of the first icons
of global internet activism, who showed the
challenges of geo-territorial sovereignty
when it comes to governing the internet.
The distributed nature of the internet
means that the origin of the information,
where it is leaked from, where it is stored,
what country the intermediary platforms
are registered in, and the location and citi-
zenship of the people identified as the leak-
ers can all be different. The truly extraterri-
torial nature of Assange’s activities has long
since been studied as both a narrative of
hope for information activists who fight for
freedom of speech and expression to hold
truth to power, as well as a warning tale for
internet regulators to develop inter-opera-
ble frameworks of regulating something
thatis truly post-national.

However, in the aftermath of his historic
release, itis time to focus not on Assange as
aperson but the ideas that he embodies. His
supporters and networks are celebrating
his return to his native country of Australia,
having fought the extradition attempts of
the US government. But [ want to take the
time to recognise that Assange and the po-
litical theatre that has surrounded him sig-
nifies a much more fundamental set of
questions about access to knowledge and
freedom of information. These questions
become significantly important in a world
thatisincreasingly shifting towards author-
itarian clampdown and persecution of peo-
ple, especially journalists and information
service providers.

There are two things at stake when
thinking about Assange’s case and the long-
drawn ordeal that he has gone through at
the hands of multiple governments who
chose to punish him, not just for what he
has done but for what he has inspired oth-

ers to do. WikiLeaks was the OG of the inter-
net, serving as a whistleblower medium. It
was one of the most visible and pioneering
spaces that showed the power of decen-
tralised, collective, civic-interest space that
could call out, expose, and threaten the al-
most unlimited power of militarised coun-
tries and their shaping of global territories.

The capacity to take confidential infor-
mation that obfuscates human-rights vio-
lations and abuses of different govern-
ments, and naming those who are complicit
in this, has been the most spectacular show
of the power of collective action organised
through internet technologies. WikiLeaks
was aresistance like the one no country, es-
pecially the highly militarised and regulated
countries, had ever seen. Assange’s ideolog-
ical position that information for the public
good should be in the hands of the public
might have polarising responses, but there
is no denying that he is emblematic of the
whistleblowing that the internet has en-
abled, sending states scrambling to figure
out how to contain, regulate, and governin
these new systems.

Second, and perhaps more tellingly,
Assange is the figure of public distrust in
legacy systems globally. Across the world, es-
pecially since the COVID pandemic, there is
a growing mistrust in governments and au-
thorities, leading to misinformation, radical-
isation, and apathy in different forms.
Containing Assange was also a way of ensur-
ing a chilling effect, warning the disaffected
people about the consequences of their ac-
tions if they choose to challenge power.

This is particularly visible in the young
people’s movements around the world
right now, where those who seek to chal-
lenge state information, produce counter-
narratives and have dissenting opinions are
being tried, imprisoned for similar charges
of espionage and domestic terrorism.
Assange did not just pay the price for his
own ideological convictions — he paid the
price for everybody who believed in his
doctrine of free information. He has been
made a martyr to the cause; a cautionary
tale of what happens if you expose those in
power. It is because of this that I insist that
we cannot think of Assange as a person. We
might dislike him or disagree with him, but
we have to accept that he takes on the global
state of information authoritarianism that
we are living through.

It remains to be seen whether Assange
will continue fighting for his beliefs or be-
come an exemplary case of somebody bro-
ken by the system. He has done more than
an individual can, to advocate for funda-
mental freedom of information, and he has
been supported by and inspired genera-
tions of internet activists who continue to
take the risk and leak information that is
otherwise shrouded in silence in the name
of national security. Evenif Assange doesn’t
do anything more, we owe him gratitude
for what he has started, as we continue to
appreciate the extraordinary role that jour-
nalists, information activists, and whistle-
blowers play in making more transparent,
equitable, and open societies.

The writer is professor of Global Media at
the Chinese University of Hong Kong and
faculty associate at the Berkman Klein
Centre for Internet & Society, Harvard
University, USA

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HOoOPE FOR DELHI

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Landslide foretold’ (IE, July 6). The Keir
Starmer-led Labour Party’s emphatic
win heralds a new era for Britain.
Political change and the “inconsis-
tency” of PMs led to the downfall of the
Conservative Party. Labour now has a
challenging run ahead of it. The na-
tion’s tax burden s set to touch its high-
est, while the net debtis almost equiv-
alent to the annual economic output.
With domestic trouble, the govern-
ment may struggle to maintain conti-
nuity in foreign policy. Delhi hopes that
the FTA pact will be finalised this year.

S S Paul, Nadia

FLOOD ACTION

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘When wa-
ters rise’ (IE, July 6). It’s distressing that
heavy flooding has wreaked havoc in
Assam. Almost 24 lakh people have been
affected, with major rivers flowing over
their danger marks. In Guwahati, land-
slides claimed one life. However, Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said that the flood situation was getting
better. The power supply has been cut
for the safety of the people, and that
needs to be restored soon. And all stake-
holders cutting above the political lines
should come forward to find a perma-
nent solution to the perennial problem.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, When wa-
tersrise’ (IE, July 6). Terrain and climatic
conditions in Assam attract excessive
rains frequently. Dwelling on both banks
of the mighty Brahmaputra adds to the
flood fury. Both the Centre and state gov-
ernments have failed to implement ef-
fective measures toreduce loss and dam-
age. Erosion of embankments, reduction
in forest cover, encroachments and lack
of drainage must be probed urgently.
Strengthening of embankments, dredg-
ing the rivers and tributaries, plantation
and other methods suggested by experts
must be adopted on priority to save pre-
cious lives and avoid damage.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

MANDATE MESSAGE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Don't mis-
read the mandate’ (IE, July 6). It is in-
correct to assume that the electorate’s
message this time was intended just
for the Opposition: The BJP has more
to reflect on its dismal performance. It
is hypocritical to declare that our coun-
try must have “constructive opposi-
tion” when a “Congress-mukt Bharat”
has been the overarching theme of its
politics for years. The people have
voted in ways that protect both their
and the country’s best interests. Hence,
the fragmented mandate is a clear mes-
sage to both alliances.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru
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(From left) Heads of
Mali, Niger and Burkina
Fasoin Niger’s Niamey
on Saturday. Reuters

WEST AFRICA
Junta-led states
ruleout returnto
West African

economic bloc

Niamey: Niger, Mali and
Burkina Faso, three mili-
tary-led West African
states, signed a confeder-
ation treaty on Saturday;,
underscoring their deter-
mination to chart a joint
course outside the re-
gional political and eco-
nomic bloc that has been
urging them to return to
democratic rule. The
signing took place at the
first summit of the
Alliance of Sahel States
and signals an ever-closer
alignment between the
neighbours in the insur-
gency-torn central Sahel.
Niger's General
Abdourahamane Tiani
described the summit as
“the culmination of our
determined common will
to reclaim our national
sovereignty”. REUTERS

BRAZIL
Argentina’s Milei
tospeakat
Bolsonaro’srally

Brasilia:  Argentinian
President Javier Milei is
set to speak on Sunday at
a right-wing event in
Brazil, after having met
conservative politicians
in the country, potentially
placing a further strain on
relations between the
two neighboring nations.
Milei arrived on Saturday
at the beach resort of
Balneario Camboriu in
southern Brazil, where
the CPAC Brasil 2024
event is being held. He
was received with a hug
by Brazil's former presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro, who
lost the last presidential
race to Luiz Inacio Lulada
Silva. REUTERS

NEPAL
Raintriggers

landslides: 11
killed, 8 missing

Kathmandu: Heavy rains
triggered landslides and
flash floods killing at least
11 people in the last 36
hours in Nepal and block-
ing key highways and
roads, officials said Sunday.
Eight people were missing,
either washed away by
floods or buried in land-
slides, while 12 others were
injured, police spokesper-
son Dan Bahadur Karki
said. “Rescue workers are
trying to clear the land-
slidesand open theroads,”
Karki said. REUTERS

10 THE WORLD

MACRON’S CENTRISTS IN SECOND PLACE, FARRIGHT FALLSTO THIRD

_ France exit polls project shock win
 for Left bloc, no absolute majority

Disappointment for Le Pen’s party as disparate Leftist groups come together to keep it out of power

REUTERS
PARIS, JULY 7

FRANCE WAS on course for a
hung parliament in Sunday's
election, with a leftist alliance
unexpectedly taking the top spot
ahead of the far right, in a major
upset that was set to bar Marine
Le Pen’s National Rally from run-
ning the government.

The outcome, if confirmed,
will leave parliament divided in
three big groups with hugely dif-
ferent platforms and no tradition
at all of working together.

The leftist alliance, which
gathers the hard left, the
Socialists and Greens, who have
long been at odds with each
other, was forecast to win be-
tween 172 and 215 seats out of
577, according to pollsters' pro-
jections based on early results
from a sample of polling sta-
tions. These projections are usu-
ally reliable.

Cries of joy and tears of relief
broke out at the leftist alliance's
gathering in Paris when the es-
timates were announced. At the
Greens’ headquarters activists
screamed in joy,embracing each
other. By contrast there was
stunned silence, clenched jaws
and tears at the far-right party
headquarters, as young National
Rally (RN) members checked
their phones.

The result would in any case
be humiliating for Macron,
whose centrist alliance, which
he founded to underpin his first
presidential run in 2017, was
projected to be narrowly second
and win 150-180 seats. Butit will
also be a major disappointment
for Marine Le Pen’s nationalist,
eurosceptic National Rally.

The RN, which had for weeks
been projected towin the election,
was seen getting 115 to 155 seats.

Sri Lanka to lift
ban on foreign
research ships

from its ports

Colombo: Sri Lanka has decided
to lift from next year aban on the
visit of foreign research ships im-
posed after strong security con-
cerns raised by India and the US
following frequent docking re-
quests from hi-tech Chinese sur-
veillance vessels, the Japanese
media reported.

The change in position was
conveyed by visiting Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister Ali Sabry to the
NHK World Japan. With the in-
creased movement of Chinese re-
search vesselsin the Indian Ocean,
New Delhi had expressed concern
that those might be spy ships and
urged Colombo not to allow such
vessels to dock at its ports.

Sabry said his government
cannot have different rules for
different countries and only
block China. He added that his
country will not take sides in a
dispute between others, the
NHK World Japan said in a re-
port on Friday.

The moratorium is till
January next year. Sri Lanka will
then no longer ban foreign re-
search ships from its ports next
year, Sabry said. PTI

Supporters of the French far-Left party France Unbowed celebrate in Paris on Sunday. Reuters

The first official results were
expected later on Sunday, with
the results from most, if not all,
constituencies likely to be in by
the end of the day or the early
hours of Monday.

Voters have punished
Macron and his ruling alliance
for a cost of living crisis and fail-
ing public services, as well as
over immigration and security.

Le Pen and her party tapped
into those grievances, spreading
their appeal way beyond their
traditional strongholds along the
Mediterranean coast and in the
country's northern rust belt.

But the leftwing alliance
managed to edge them out of
the first spot. That was in part
thanks to some limited cooper-
ation by Macron’s centrist
Together alliance and the left, de-
signed to block the far right's as-
cent to power.

Le Pen’s rivals pulled more
than 200 candidates out of races
in the second round in a bid to
create a unified anti-RN vote.

The constitution mandates
that there can be no new parlia-
mentary election for another
year, so an immediate repeat
vote is not an option.

EXPLAINED

Macron stays on,
but turmoil ahead

THE LACK of majority for any single alliance has plunged
France into political and economic turmoil. The deeply un-
popular Macron has lost control of parliament, according to
the projections. The far right National Rally drastically in-
creased the number of seats it holds in parliament but fell
far short of expectations. France now faces the prospect of
weeks of political machinations to determine who will be
prime minister and lead the National Assembly. And
Macron faces the prospect of leading the country alongside
a prime minister opposed to most of his domestic policies.

Israeli strike kills 16 at central Gaza

school, Palestinian

REUTERS
CAIRO,GAZA, JULY 7

AT LEAST 16 people were killed
in an Israeli strike on a school
sheltering displaced Palestinian
families in central Gaza on
Saturday, the Palestinian health
ministry said, in an attack Israel
said had targeted militants.

The health ministry said the
attack on the school in Al-
Nuseiratkilled at least 16 people
and wounded more than 50.

TheIsraeli military said it took
precautions to minimize risk to
civilians before it targeted the
gunmen who were using the area
asahideout to planand carry out
attacks against soldiers. Hamas
denied its fighters were there.

At the scene, Ayman al-
Atouneh said he saw children
among the dead. “We came here
running to see the targeted area,
we saw bodies of children, in
pieces, this is a playground, there
wasa trampoline here, there were
swing-sets,and vendors,” he said.

Mahmoud Basal, spokesman
of the Gaza Civil Emergency
Service, said in a statement that

Aftermath of an Israeli airstrike on a school in central Gaza’s
Nuseirat on Sunday. Reuters

the number of dead could rise
because many of the wounded
were in critical condition.
Meanwhile, Israeli forces,
which have deepened theirincur-
sions into Rafah, in the south of
the enclave near the border with
Egypt, killed four Palestinian po-
licemen and wounded eight oth-
ers, inan air strike on their vehicle
on Saturday, health officials said.

PROLIFERATION OF CANDIDATES REFLECTS FATIGUE WITH POLITICS

96-year-old inventor to ‘the Joker’: 56 candidates in race for Tokyo’s top office

MOTOKORICH
& KIUKONOTOYA
TOKYO, JULY 7

WHEN VOTERS in Tokyo cast their
ballot for governor of the world’s
largest city Sunday, they will be
spoiled for choice.

Fifty-six candidates are con-
tending for the office, a record.
One who styles himself “the
Joker” has proposed legalizing
marijuanaand says polygamy can
address the nation’s declining
birthrate. Anotheris a prowrestler
who hides his face on cameraand
vows to use Al to complete gov-
ernmental tasks. There’s a 96-
year-old inventor who says he will

deploy gas-fueled cars thatdonot
emit carbon,and a 31-year-old en-
trepreneur who took off her shirt
during a campaign video and
promised “fun things.”

[t might look like democracy
run amok. But in fact, the race is
profoundly status quo and the
incumbent is projected to win a
third term. The proliferation of
candidates reflects fatigue with
politics as usual, and many of
them are unserious attention
seekers, creating a farcical, cir-
cuslike atmosphere and putting
real change further out of reach.

“Iwonder if this is democracy
in action, or whether it’s like an
‘up yours’ to democracy,” said
Emma Dalton, a senior lecturer

in Japanese Studies at La Trobe
University in Melbourne.
Multiple candidates have criti-
cized the incumbent, Yuriko
Koike, said Dalton. “Because they
know she’s going to win.”
TheTokyo election isemblem-
atic of Japanese politics, where at
the national level the Liberal
Democratic Party has governed
for all but four years since 1955.
The party, whichis backing Koike,
has held an iron grip on Japan’s
parliament, despite numerous
scandals and widespread voter
dissatisfaction thatis expressed in
polls but rarely at the ballot box.
Koike, 71, has been dogged by
questions about her university
credentials and has refused to

A statement issued by the
Hamas-runinterior ministry said
the four included Fares Abdel-Al,
the head of the police force in
western Rafah’s Tel Al-Sultan.

The Israeli military said forces
continued “intelligence-base op-
erations” in Rafah, destroyed sev-
eral underground structures,
seized weapons, and killed several
Palestinian gunmen.

Voters in Tokyo are casting ballots Sunday to decide whether
toreelect conservative Yuriko Koike as governor. AP

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

cops killed in Rafah

Israeli protesters
block roads, call
for truce in Gaza

lguters

Sunday’s protests in Tel Aviv

Jerusalem: Protests aimed at
pressuring the Israeli govern-
ment to reach a hostage deal
with Hamas began across the
country on Sunday, with
demonstrators blocking roads
and picketing at the homes of
government ministers.
Protestsbegan at6:29 am, cor-
responding to the time of Hamas'
Oct. 7 assault on Israel. The
demonstrators took to the streets,
blocking rush hour trafficat many
major intersections. They also set
fire to tires on the Tel Aviv-
Jerusalem highway. REUTERS

address accusations that she is
connected to a large real estate
developer involved in several
controversial projects.

Despite some widening in-
equality and pockets of poverty,
“most middle-class citizens are
satisfied with their lives in Tokyo,”
said Jiro Yamaguchi, a political sci-
entist at Hosei University in Tokyo.

Although Koike has not en-
tirely delivered on promises to
eliminate day care waiting lists,
reduce commuter train conges-
tion and abolish overtime
among municipal workers, she
has used a budget surplus to pro-
vide subsidies for families with
children and free tuition to pri-
vate high schools in the city.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORKED CLOSELY WITH DIRECTOR JAMES CAMERON
JoN LANDAU, PRODUCER OF TITANIC, AVATAR, DIES

Jon Landau, an Oscar-winning producer who worked closely with director James Cameron on three
of the biggest blockbusters of all time, “Titanic” and two “Avatar” films, has died. He was 63. Landau’s
family announced his death Saturday. No cause of death was given.

AP

Dawii of Iiew’ era
of Pakistan-China
ties: PM Sharif

after Beijing visit

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, JULY 7

PRIME MINISTER Shehbaz Sharif
has said a new era of Pakistan-
China cooperation in the infor-
mation technology (IT), commu-
nication, mining, and energy
sectors has dawned and will lead
to economic development and
deepening of the time-tested bi-
lateral relationship.

Sharif's remarks came as he
chaired a review meeting in
Islamabad on Saturday on theim-
plementation of agreements and
MOUs reached during his visit to
China, Radio Pakistan reported.

The prime minister said that
the promotion of Pakistan-
China cooperation in these fields
will lead to economic develop-
ment, strengthening of regional
ties, and deepening of relations
between the two countries.
“China has emerged as the
strongest economic power and
Pakistan can emulate its devel-
opment,” he added.

The 72-year-old Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leader said that nodisruption will
be tolerated in the implementa-
tion of agreements and MoUs
signed during his visit to China,
announcing to personally moni-
tor the implementation of these
agreements.

Regarding the agriculture
sector, he was apprised that 12
leading companies of China will

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif

participate in the Food and Agri
Expo to be held in Pakistan this
year. Sharif also reviewed the
progress regarding sending
1,000 students from Pakistan to
China on government scholar-
ships for advanced training in
the agriculture sector.

Besides, the meeting was told
that over 100 Chinese companies
are in contact with Pakistani com-
panies for business and invest-
ment. The meeting was also
briefed about the progress on the
technical training of 3,00,000 stu-
dents by Huawei, a one-stop op-
eration to facilitate business,
smart governance and smart city.

The prime minister was also
apprised of the progress made by
China onvarious communication,
infrastructure, and electricity proj-
ectsin Gwadar. Sharif advised ex-
pediting measures for the devel-
opment of Gwadar Seaport,
Airport, and Industrial Zone to
make Gwadar the hub of trade
corridor in the region. PTI

New US plan aimed

at Russia’s oil revenue
causes angst over fuel
price hike before polls

THENEW YORKTIMES
WASHINGTON, JULY 7

OFFICIALS IN President Biden’s
Treasury Department have pro-
posed new actions aimed at crip-
pling a fleet of aging oil tankers
that are helping deliver Russian
oil to buyers around the world in
defiance of Western sanctions.
Their effortis aimed at punish-
ing Russia but it has stalled amid
White House concerns over how
it would affect energy prices
ahead of the November election.

File

Officials are looking to block
‘shadow fleet’ of tankers that
helps oil sale amid sanctions

While officials want to knock
these tankers out of commission,

Inanattempttodrain advisers in the White
Russia of money L:. House worry that
needed tofightitswar ﬁ " would risk inflaming
inUkraine, theUSand oil pricesand pushup
its allies have im- US fuel prices, which
posed penalties and RACE FOR  ould hurt Biden's re-
taken other novel THE WHITE ¢lectionbid.

steps to limit how The debate re-
much Moscow earns HOUSE flects a tension that

from selling oil
abroad. But Russia has found ways
around those limits, raising pres-
sure on Biden administration to
tighten its enforcement efforts.
Treasury officials want to do
that, in part, by targeting a so-
called shadow fleet of oil tankers
that is allowing Russia to sell oil
above a $60-per-barrel price cap
that the United States and its allies
imposed in 2022.

Koike did not grant an inter-
view request. Mitsui Fudosan, the
developer involved in the build-
ing projects, said in an email that
ithad “no close relationship” with
the governor and had not “been
provided any special favors.”

At first, the Tokyo governor’s
race seemed to promise areferen-
dum on the Liberal Democratic
Party, when one serious chal-
lenger emerged to oppose Koike:
Renho Saito, 56,a former leader of
Japan’s largest opposition party,
who stepped down from her par-
liamentary seat to run. But the
lineup of so many candidates has
distracted from her campaign.

Asthe first woman tolead the
opposition Democratic Party,

has always been at
the core of US efforts to restrict
Russian oil sales: How to weaken
Moscow’s war machine without
inflicting pain on American driv-
ers. White House officials describe
the process as routine but the de-
lays have confounded them else-
where, who have been unable to
get a straight answer from
National Economic Council about
what is holding up the action.

Saito is well known in Japan. She
has sought to distinguish herself
from Koike by emphasizing the
need to raise wages for young
workers and to rein in govern-
ment spending.

Other candidates have taken
swings at the national govern-
ment. Yusuke Kawai, who ap-
peared in a campaign video on
NHK, the public broadcaster,
with stringy hair, face whitened
and lips smeared red in a carica-
ture of the Joker from the Batman
franchise, lambasted Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida for his
plans to raise taxes. “Prime min-
ister, before you raise taxes, make
sure you sell that Rolex on your
wrist!” he screeched. NYT
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WHY ARCTIC WILDFIRES ARE BAD
NEWS FOR THE WORLD

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 7/

SMOKE FROM raging wildfires has once
again darkened the skies over the Arctic.
Itis the third time in the past five years that
highintensity fires have erupted in the re-
gion, Europe’s Copernicus Climate Change
Service (C3S) said earlier in July. A major-
ity of fires are in Sakha, Russia, where more
than 160 wildfires charred nearly 460,000
hectares of land up until June 24.

The June monthly total carbon emis-
sions from the wildfires are the third high-
est of the past two decades, at 6.8 mega-
tonnes of carbon, behind June 2020 and
2019, whichrecorded 16.3 and 13.8 mega-
tonnes of carbon respectively, C3S added.

Wildfires have been a natural part of
the Arctic’s boreal forest or snow forest
and tundra (treeless regions) ecosystems.
However, in recent years, their frequency
and scale have increased, primarily due
to global warming. And these blazing
wildfires are fueling the climate crisis.

Why have Arctic wildfires become
worse?

The Arctic has been warming roughly
four times as fast as the world. While the
global average temperature has increased
by at least 1.1 degree Celsius above the
pre-industrial levels, the Arctic has be-
come on average around 3 degree
warmer than it was in 1980.

This fast paced warming has led to
more frequent lightning in the Arctic,
which has further increased the likeli-
hood of wildfires.

Speaking to CNN, Robert H
Holzworth, a professor of Earth and Space
Sciences at the University of Washington,
said, “Thunderstorms occur when there
is differential surface heating, so an up-
draft-downdraft convection canoccur...
You need a warm moist updraft to get a
thunderstorm started, and that is more
likely to occur overice free land than land
covered withice.”

Soaring temperatures have also slowed
down the polar jet stream — responsible
for circulating air between the mid- and
northern latitudes — due to less of a tem-

A wildfire in Yakutia, Russia, in
2021. Reuters

perature difference between the Arcticand
lower latitudes. As a result, the polar jet
stream often gets “stuck” in one place,
bringing unseasonably warm weather to
the region. This can lead to intense heat-
waves, which can cause more wildfires.

All three factors — rising tempera-
tures, more frequent lightning and heat-
waves — will most likely worsen in the
coming years, thereby causing more
wildfires in the Arctic.

How can Arctic wildfires spike global
warming?

When wildfires ignite, they burn veg-
etation and organic matter, releasing the
heat trapping greenhouse gases such as
carbondioxide (CO2)into the atmosphere.
That is why the rising frequency of wild-
fires around the globe is a matter of con-
cernas they contribute to climate change.

In the case of Arctic wildfires, the
biggest worry is the carbon stored under-
neath the region’s permafrost — any
ground that stays frozen for at least two
years straight. Scientists estimate that
Arctic permafrost holds around 1,700 bil-
lion metric tons of carbon, including
methane and CO2. That’s roughly 51
times the amount of carbon the world re-
leased as fossil fuel emissions in 2019.

Wildfires make permafrost more vul-
nerable to thawing as they destroy upper
insulating layers of vegetation and soil. This
can cause ancient organic materials to de-
compose and release carbon into the at-
mosphere. In case alarge-scale thawing of
Arctic permafrost is triggered, it would be
impossible to stop the release of carbon.

Denisovans hunted yaks, hyena,
marmots: What new study says

THOUSANDS OF bone frag-
ments discoveredinacaveon
the Tibetan Plateau in China
are offering rare insight into
the lives of Denisovans, the
mysterious extinct cousins of
Neanderthals and our own
species, showing they hunted
awiderange of animals from

PAPER

CLIP

birds,and even from the spot-
ted hyena, a large carnivore
that prowled the region called
the Ganjia Basin.

It was a grass landscape
with small forested areas,
teeming with life despite
harsh conditions. The animals
were butchered for meat,

sheep to woolly rhinoceros in
this high-altitude abode.

NEW RESEARCH

based on cut marks found on
various bones, and there was

Researchers studied more
than 2,500 bones found inside Baishiya
Karst Cave, whichis situated 3,280 metres
above sealevel. They used ancient protein
analysis on these remains to reveal that
the Denisovans exploited various animals
for their meat and skins.

Most of the bones were identified as be-
longing to blue sheep, also called bharal, a
goat species still seen in the Himalayas.
Other bone remains came from woolly rhi-
nos, yaks, small mammals like marmots,

evidence of bone marrow ex-
traction and skinning activities.

“It is the first time we have gotten an
understanding of the subsistence behav-
iours of Denisovans, and it shows us they
were highly capable of accessing and util-
ising a wide range of animal resources,"
said University of Copenhagen molecular
anthropologist Frido Welker, one of the au-
thors of the research published on
Wednesday in the journal Nature.
REUTERS
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FOREIGN POLICY & STRATEGY

The vital importance of Putin

Modi’s visit to Russia showcases the importance New Delhi accords to its relationship with Moscow. It will
seek to strengthen historical ties, and ensure that Beijing does not become a factor in the relationship

SHUBHAJIT ROY

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi will be in
Russia to meet President Vladimir Putin on
Monday and Tuesday. The two leaders have
met a total 16 times since Modi became
Prime Minister, but not since Russia invaded
Ukraine in February 2022, provoking wide-
ranging Western sanctions. Modi last went
to Russia for the Eastern Economic Forum
meeting in Vladivostok in September 2019;
Putin last visited India in December 2021 for
the annual bilateral summit.

Underlining a priority

Inchoosing Russia for his first bilateral visit
after being sworn in, Modi has broken with the
tradition of India’s new Prime Minister travel-
ling first to a neighbouring country,a template
that he followed in both June 2014 (Bhutan)
and June 2019 (Maldives and Sri Lanka). He
travelled to Italy last month, but that was for a
multilateral meeting of G7 leaders.

The visit to Russia is a statement of the
importance New Delhi accords to its rela-
tionship with Moscow, and an underlining
of this foreign policy priority. Modi will be
meeting Putin around the same time as lead-
ers of the 32 nations in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (Nato) gather in
Wiashington DC from July 9-11 to celebrate
75 years of the anti-Russia military alliance.

India’s relationship with Russia is seven
decades old. Veteran Indian policymakers carry
fond memories of the generosity and friend-
ship of the USSR, a goodwill that has been
transferred to the relationship with Russia —
even though the transactional approach of the
Kremlin today is qualitatively very different
from the worldview and priorities of the lead-
ership of the erstwhile Soviet Union.

Over the years, as India has diversified its
relationships in a multi-polar world, the
India-Russia relationship has stagnated in
some areas and atrophied in others. Defence
is the strongest pillar of the strategic part-
nership by far, with nuclear and space coop-
eration also occupying an important place.

Critical defence interest

The USSR was India’s main supplier of de-
fence equipment during the decades of the
Cold War, and even now, between 60 and 70
per cent of India’s defence equipment is es-
timated to be of Russian and Soviet origin.
The defence cooperation has evolved over
time from a buyer-seller framework to one
involving joint R&D, co-development and
joint production.
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PM Narendra Modi met President Vladimir Putin in New Delhi in 2018. Anil Sharma

India and Russia have signed agreements
for the supply of S-400 Triumf mobile sur-
face-to-air missile systems, MiG-29 fighter
aircraft, and Kamov helicopters, and for the
licensed production of T-90 tanks, Su-30MKI
fighters, AK-203 assault rifles, and BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles. The INS
Vikramaditya, one of the Indian Navy’s two
aircraft carriers, is the former Soviet and
Russia warship Admiral Gorshkov.

Over the last 25 years, India has sought to
look beyond Russia — especially to the United
States, France, and Israel for the supply of de-
fence equipment. However, it still cannot af-
ford to alienate Moscow, particularly ata time
when Indian soldiers are in a standoff with
the Chinese People’s Liberation Army along
the Line of Actual Control in eastern Ladakh.
It is essential for India to have a regular and
reliable supply of equipment and spares from
Russia, and for Moscow to not share its sen-
sitive defence technologies with Beijing.

P S Raghavan, chairman of India’s
National Security Advisory Board and a for-
mer Indian Ambassador to Russia, wrote in
2022, “President Putin has said that Russia
does not transfer to any other country the
military technologies shared with India. This
is an assurance that India must constantly
verify in respect of the weaponry and tech-
nologies that Moscow supplies to Beijing, as
also the nature of their intelligence-sharing
arrangements.” (‘Russia and Eurasia in India’s
Calculus’, in ‘Strategic Challenges: India in
2030, ed. Jayadeva Ranade)

War and oil boost to trade

Since the beginning of the war in Ukraine,
India has been buying large amounts of
Russian oil at a discount to cushion the infla-
tionary impact of rising crude prices. In the
face of international criticism, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar reiterated dur-
ing his visit to Moscow in November 2022

that India would continue to buy Russian oil
in the interest of Indian consumers.

The purchase of Russian crude has pushed
bilateral trade volumes beyond expectations
and targets. Before the war, the bilateral trade
target was set at $30 billion by 2025. However,

bilateral trade reached an all-time high of

$65.70 billion in FY 2023-24, according to
data from the Department of Commerce. The
balance of trade was heavily in Russia’s favour,
and India’s $61.44 billion imports were made
up mostly by Russian oil and petroleum prod-
ucts, fertilisers, mineral resources, precious
stones and metals, and vegetable oils.

Walking diplomatic tightrope

The war has, however, put India in a del-
icate diplomatic position with its Western
allies. New Delhi has walked the diplomatic
tightrope, not explicitly condemning the
Russian invasion but calling for an interna-
tional probe into the Bucha massacre in the
early weeks of the war, and expressing con-
cern over threats of nuclear war issued by
Russian leaders. India has abstained from
voting against Russia in several resolutions
at the United Nations Security Council.

On his November 2022 visit, Jaishankar had
conveyed thatIndia is on the side of “peace, re-
spect for international law and support for the
UN Charter”,and “strongly advocates areturn
todialogue and diplomacy”. New Delhi has re-
iterated that respect for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of states is an essential ele-
ment of the international order, which has
been perceived as a euphemism for telling
Russia that it has violated these basic norms.

At their last in-person bilateral meeting in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on the sidelines of the
SCO Summit in September 2022, Modi had
told Putin that “this is not the era of war” — a
line that was later used in the G20’s Bali decla-
ration that November, and by Western leaders
and interlocutors to press Russia to end the war.

Lines open to Moscow and Kyiv

Thereisa perception thatIndiais position-
ingitself asa neutral player that could be ame-
diator between the two sides. Modi is one of
the few world leaders who have had phone
conversations with both Putin and President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine. Zelenskyy
invited Modi to visit during their meeting at
the G7 inlItaly,and there has been some talk of
the Prime Minister possibly travelling to Kyiv.

However, Modi stayed away from the
peace summit on Ukraine hosted by
Switzerland last month, and India did not
sign the joint communique. Russia called the
summit a “waste of time” and did not attend,
and India took the position that “only those
options acceptable to both parties can lead
to abiding peace”.

Backin September 2022, Mexico had pro-
posed that a committee including Modji, Pope
Francis, and UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres should try to mediate in the crisis.
Guterres had reached out separately to India
for help in defusing the situation — Jaishankar
had disclosed in September 2022 that India
had weighed in with Russia on grain shipment
from ports on the Black Sea. New Delhi had
also conveyed to Moscow global concerns
about the safety of nuclear plants in Ukraine.

An eye on both West and China

Modi’s visit to Russia comes days after a se-
ries of meetings between India and the West.
At the G7, Modi met, besides the leader of
Ukraine, Western leaders. US National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan then visited New Delhi.
This was followed by a visit by a US
Congressional delegation led by Congressman
Michael McCaul and former US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi to meet the Dalai Lama in
Dharamsala, and the top Indian leadership.

From India’s perspective, Modi’s visit is
part of the series of annual bilateral summits
between the leaders of the two countries that
has been ongoing since 2000. Twenty-one
summits, the highest institutionalised dia-
logue mechanismin the strategic partnership,
have so far taken place in India and Russia.

Since their last summitin December 2021,
Modi and Putin have had atleast 10 telephone
conversations to review progress on bilateral
cooperation and exchange views on regional
and global issues of mutual interest.

An irritant in ties has been the presence
of Indians in Russia who are believed to have
been “misled” into joining the war in
Ukraine. Four Indians have been killed and
10 have returned, but another 40 are believed
to be still in Russia. New Delhi has asked for
their early discharge, and the issue is ex-
pected to be discussed during Modi’s visit.

India’s core concern of course, will be its
defence relationship with Russia, and the
Moscow-Beijing embrace that is against
Indian strategic interests. Modi’s visit will
seek to strengthen historical ties between
the two countries, and to ensure that Beijing
does not become a factor in the relationship.

Karnataka’s crackdown on food businesses

SANATHPRASAD
BENGALURU, JULY 7

KARNATAKA'S FOOD safety department has
cracked down on sellers of many street food
staples, such as gobi manchurian and pani puri.

The statewide crackdown is against the
use of artificial food colouring, and other can-
cer-causing agents by food business opera-
tors (FBOs). In the past five months, 4,000
food samples have been collected for testing
by the food safety department following re-
ports of FBOs’ unhygienic practices leading
to health disorders.

Action after complaints
Srinivas K, Commissioner of Karnataka’s

Food Safety and Standards
Commisssionerate, said they had received
multiple complaints of vomiting, diarrhoea,
and other health complications after con-
suming certain food items.

As aresult, the department
decided to take action against
the use of artificial colouring
agents. Since March, it has is-

HEALTH

Harmful colouring agents

The samples tested by the food safety de-
partment revealed that the food items con-
tained artificial colouring agents such as
Tartrazine, Sunset Yellow, Rhodamine B, and
Brilliant Blue. These agents can
cause cancer or lead todiabetes,
kidney failure, and other com-
plications, according to food

sued three orders banning the
use of such agents in food items such as gobi
manchurian, cotton candy, and chicken
kababs.

The latest ban came earlier in July after
the department found carcinogenic agents
(they can potentially cause cancer)and bac-
teria harmful to human health in the sam-
ples of pani puri and shawarma.

safety department officials. In
fact, Rhodamine B — used to give a red colour
— is generally used as a synthetic dye to add
colourtoawide range of materials such as tex-
tiles. Exposure to the dye may damage the
eye and irritate the respiratory tract.

Legal action against FBOs
To take legal action against an FBO sell-

ing unsafe food items, the food safety depart-
ment has to collect two kinds of samples —a
survey sample and alegal sample. It first col-
lects and tests a survey sample from an FBO.
If this sample is found to be unsafe, four more
samples (known as legal samples) are col-
lected from the FBO concerned, and then
sent to Central Food Technological Research
Institute (CFTRI) for further testing. If the
CFTRIreportalso deems the sample unfit for
human consumption, the FBO is booked un-
der the Food Safety Act.

The FBO is tried at a court of Judicial
Magistrate of First Class (JMFC). If the FBO is
found guilty, a fine of up toRs 10lakh and im-
prisonment for seven years can be awarded.

So far, 284 FOBs in Karnataka for selling
unsafe food items under the Food Safety Act.

As Biden refuses to budge, story of a US president who stepped aside

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, JULY 7

THE INCUMBENT US President Joe Biden is
facing growing calls to step aside, following
adisastrous performance in the first televised
presidential debate of the election season.

Biden, 81, has thus far defiantly main-
tained that he is not going anywhere. But if
he were to drop out he would not be the first
Democratic incumbent to have done so just
months before the presidential election.

On March 31, 1968, President Lyndon B
Johnson announced he would not run for
another term. This decision did not end well
for the Democrats.

Worn down by war

The story of Johnson'’s decision begins in
the fields and jungles of Vietham. Johnsonin-
herited the war (and the White House) from

his predecessor John FKennedy, after the lat-
ter’s assassination on November 22, 1963.

Despite his personal skepticism about the
expansion of US involvement in the war, after
assuming office, Johnson did not depart from
the path set by his predecessor. By March
1965, he had sanctioned the landing of the
first American combat troops in Vietnam, and
an intense aerial bombing campaign.

US troop deployment in Vietnam con-
tinually went up under Johnson, from
around 180,000in 1965 to over 500,000 by
1968. More than 35,000 US troops were
killed in action in this period.

As a highly organised, countrywide anti-
war movement took shape, support for the
war — and Johnson — plummetted.
According to UC Santa Barbara’s American
Presidency Project, in March 1965, Johnson
enjoyed an approval rating of 68-69%. By the
end of 1966 this had fallen to 44%. At the same
time, his disapproval rating had risen to 47%

up from around 21% in March 1965. By the
time Johnson left office in 1968, his approval
rating was 36% and disapproval rating 52%.

Johnson drops out

Amidst growing popular disaffection,
schisms began to emerge
within the Democratic party.In
1967, Senator Eugene McCarthy
decided to runagainstJohnson

HISTORY

wanted change, and as the incumbent,
Johnson represented the status quo. Many
believe that he might have won the primary
anyway. Nonetheless, he soon dropped out.

Johnson ended a televised address on
March 30, in which he also announced a de-
escalation in Vietnam hostil-
ities (also unexpected), with
a huge surprise.

“With America’s sons in

in the Democratic primary as
an anti-war alternative to the President.
Few took Mccarthy’s candidacy seriously
until March 12,1968, when the senator nearly
pulled off an improbable upset in the New
Hampshire primary. He won 42% of the vote
compared to Johnson’s 49%. Smelling blood
in the water, Robert Kennedy, JFK’s brother
and also a war critic, decided to enter the race.
The primaries were now set to become
a proper three-way fight, with Johnson un-
der unprecedented pressure. People

the fields far away... I do not
believe that1should devote an hour oraday
of my time to any personal partisan causes...
Accordingly, I shall not seek, and I will not
accept, the nomination of my party for an-
other term as your President,” Johnson said.

Democrats in disarray

As Richard Nixon cruised to the
Republican nomination, the Democrats wit-
nessed among the most hotly contested pri-
maries in history. In the fray were three can-
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didates — Kennedy, McCarthy, and Hubert
Humphrey, Johnson’s vice president and the
the ‘establishment candidate’.

Based on popular discontent with the
war, either Kennedy or McCarthy should
have been frontrunners. By August, when
the Democratic National Convention was
to be held in Chicago, McCarthy had secured
almost 39% of the primary vote, whereas
Kennedy had gotten above 30%. Humphrey
had won a paltry 2.2% of the primary vote.

At the time, however, Democratic primar-
ies were notall that democratic. Only 15 states
chose their delegates via open primaries, with
almost three-fifth of all delegates selected by
party leaders in closed caucuses. Humphrey
had secured the support of enough of these
delegates to get him elected. Moreover, in
June, after winning both the California and
South Dakota primaries, Kennedy was shot
dead, clearing the way for Humphrey to col-
lect more delegates via backroom deals.

The Democratic convention was a catas-
trophe. Numerous organised groups had
planned to disrupt proceedings, and over
20,000 police personnel were mobilise to
keep things under check. The police roughed
up McCarthy’s delegates when they tried to
stage awalkout. Outside the venue, it clashed
with protestors throughout the days of the
convention. Hundreds of injuries would be
reported, including to innocent bystanders
and press personnel.

Ultimately, the uninspiring and rather
unpopular Humphrey became the
Democratic presidential nominee. But with
his party in disarray, he never stood a
chance in the November election. Nixon
comfortably defeated Humphrey, carrying
32 states, and 301 electoral votes compared
to Humphrey’s 191.

Humphrey’s nomination, despite lack of
popular support, eventually led to a reform
in the Democratic nomination process.
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Mind over matter

Koo’s failure shows companies need to
focus more on the battle of perception

HE SHUTTING DOWN of the home-grown micro-blogging plat-
form, Koo, offers valuable lessons to budding entrepreneurs on
how not to position their products. While its founders may say
that they sank because talks fora partnership with multiple large
companies failed, the reality is that nobody bets on a losing horse. For a
horse tobe awinner, its positioning is the most important. Marketing and
branding gurus Al Ries and Jack Trout, in their masterly 1993-work, The
22 Immutable Laws of Marketing, had demonstrated how me-too prod-
ucts never work. The first principle is that it works better to get into the
mind first than to try to convince someone that you have abetter product
than the one that got there first.The second is equallyimportant — if you
can’tbefirstina category,set upanew categoryyou canbe firstin.Every-
oneisinterested inwhat’s new.Few people are interested in what’s better.

Simply put,in a competitive market, me-too products don’twork,and
Koowas exactly that — a desiversion of Twitter (nowX). Koowas launched
in 2019 but onlybecame a known product around March-April 2021.The
reason wasn’t that the product appealed to users by way of any innova-
tive feature. It was simply because Twitter at that point of time was play-
ing hard in complying with the new intermediary guidelines notified by
the government. Several ministers talked about national sovereigntyand
jumped on to Koo, signalling that they will boycott a foreign product if it
did not follow national laws. As it happens in such cases, the regulatory
battle with Twitter soon petered out. Still Koo was doing well for a year
and was able to notch up some 30 million users. It may have gained more
had the government’s regulatory battle with Twitter continued at fre-
quent intervals over blocking of accounts or removing content not seen
as politically correct. But with Elon Musk taking over Twitter, such fric-
tions disappeared.

The otherlesson in the shutting down of Koo is that muscular nation-
alism maywork forafew political leaders,but not for consumer products.
With only central ministers and government departmentsjoiningit,and
opposition parties by and large being conspicuous by their absence, the
perception gained that it’s some sort of sarkari social media. Even promi-
nent India Inc personalities never became a part of the platform. The
founders should have known that in the past, home-grown platforms
similar to WhatsApp faded away because they were not able to become a
generic product.Globallyalso,Metalaunched Threads,something on the
lines of Twitterwhich has failed to get much of a traction. However,where
it has been the first — Facebook and Instagram — it continues to be a
leader with no challengers nearby. If the name of the product becomes
generic, it will be able to maintain its leadership. Just as Xerox became a
substitute for photocopying, Twitter is to the world of micro-blogging.

Therefore, if Indian start-ups want to be winners, they need to be the
first in the mind of consumers. For, the mind can’t be changed once it's
made up. They should know that marketing is not a battle of products,
ratherit’sabattle of perception.And for this to happen,innovation is key.
Of course, the funding environment and support and mentoring by the
bigwigs of India Inc will be required.

Only locals should be allowed
to attend the Olympics

THE PRESENCE OF the two million or so fans who will travel from abroad to attend
the Paris 2024 Olympicgameswill be felt in the city’s stadiums. Unfortunately, it will
also be felt by the climate. According to Olympic organisers,around a quarter of the
carbon emissions associated with holding the world’s biggest sporting event will be
generated by spectator travel.

It'salongstanding problem that didn’t originatewith the Paris Olympics. But Paris,
like previous games,has embraced sustainabilityasa core principle.Along theway, it’s
made good progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions related to venue con-
struction and operations. But it’s donelittle to address overseas spectator emissions.

Thereis an attainable, if radical, solution that would make future games far more
enjoyable and accessible: Keep it local. Limit most ticket sales to residents of the host
city and surrounding areas, while providing some access to regional fans who travel
most sustainably.

The argument for taking action is clear: At the 2012 London games, spectator-
related emissions, most of which were air travel-related, clocked in at 913,000 met-
ric tons, or 28% of the 3.3 million tons of carbon emitted during the games (that’s
equivalent to the annual emissions of about 696,000 typical American cars). Four
years later, the organizers of the 2016 Rio Olympics estimated that overseas specta-
tortravelwould generatea massive 1.72 million metric tons,or 38% of the emissions
associated with the games (final numbers were never released).

While itwould nodoubtbescaryforthe International Olympic Committee to take
on travel-generated emissions, the organization does have a real-life example of the
impact it could create: Tokyo 2020.

As you’ll recall, those summer games were delayed a year
duetothe pandemic.Organizers,desperate tolimitviral trans-
mission, ordered a 70% reduction in overseas personnel
allowed to travel to Tokyo.According to a post-games analysis,
thatreduction (notincludingathletes) cutassociated air travel-
generated CO2 by nearly 79%, from 165,051 metric tons to
35,365 metric tons. Meanwhile, overall carbon savings from
prohibiting most spectators totaled 800,000 metric tons,
according tothe IOC.

In 2021, awidely cited Nature study on Olympic sustain-
ability argued that downsizing the games would reduce the
attendance —and environmental impacts — of spectators.It's
a good idea, but dialing back the size of the games would mean penalizing the ath-
letes whose events would be eliminated and reducing the overall importance of the
Olympics on theworld stage. Switchingtoamodel of regional attendance would avoid
such sticking points,whilealso creating someimportant benefits,chiefamong them
anengaged localfanbasewhowilllend the gamesa true flavor of theirhome country.

Games populated almost entirelybyforeign touristshavelongbeenathorninthe
side oflocals.In Paris, for example, opposition to the games has been significant, dri-
veninpartbyfrustration overthe trafficand price gouging that comeswith theinflux
of fans.An Olympics expressly designed to entertain the locals should erode some of
that opposition,and perhaps expand the number of cities willing to host the games.

The most determined fanswould likelyfind and buytickets on the secondarymar-
kets. But on-site authentication would dissuade all but the biggest risk takers from
showingupat theairport.It’s certainly doable on a technical level; professional teams
inthe US occasionallyimpose geographicrestrictions on ticket saleswhen theywant
locals — not hostilevisiting fans — cheering on the home team.

Of course, therewill still be Olympic discontents, startingwith airlinesand hotels
that hope to profit from Olympic tourist traffic. But those profits might not be quite
as important as they think. Economists studying hotel occupancies around mega-
sporting events find that these events often simply displace other tourists,who travel
elsewhereratherthan dealwith the games.Parisappearstobe thelatestexample.Ear-
lier this week Air France-KLM projected a 14.8% drop in foreign arrivals to the city
during July,compared tolast year.The airline blames the Olympics.

That’sanaccidentalwin forthe climate,and for Parisians.Tokeep the streak going,
the Olympics need to thinklike a local.

MINTER

Bloomberg

Opinion

RUSTIS THE foundation of
any relationship, be it in
family, friends, fraternity
at work, or between farm-
ers and policy makers. But
building trust requires transparencyin
actions. Without trust and trans-
parency,anyaction by any party canbe
misconstrued, leading to a collapse in
relations and policies. I am talking in
the context of farm policies and the
trust deficit that widened between
some segments of the farming com-
munity and the agri-policy makers.

If agriculture in India were to be put
onafast and sustainable track, first and
foremost agriculture minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan must bridge the trust
deficitwith farmers.The bestwaytodo
itis toform two agri-councils,one with
representatives of farmers from each
state, say two per state — one owner
cultivator and one tenant. Let us call it
the Farmers’ Council.The second coun-
cilwill comprise agri-ministers of each
state, somewhat on the lines of the
Goods and Services Tax Council. Both
these councils must meet at least twice
ayear, at the beginning of kharif and
rabi conferences that the Centre holds
annually. This will go a long way to
arrive ata convergence on someimpor-
tant reforms in the agri-sector, which
is crying for change.

Second, climate change is already
knocking at the door and farming will
get impacted in a big way unless we
take some bold steps.The Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
claims that it has produced more than
2,000 seed varieties that are climate-
resilient for different crops. If that is
the case, how does one explain the
drop in agri-GDP growth in FY24 to
just 1.4%, compared to the high of
previous year’s 4.7%? It was the El
Niflo impact in 2023. That means

two years

FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN NEEDS TO FIXTHE AGRI-TECH SYSTEM TO ENSURE THE LEAST HUMAN MANIPULATION

Trust, transparency, and tech

ASHOK GULATI

Distinguished professors, ICRIER
Views are personal

either we are still way behind in creat-
ing climate-resilient agriculture or our
innovations in seeds have not moved
from scientists’labs to farmers’lands.
In terms of the forthcoming Union
Budget, this also means that ICAR
funding needs to go up significantly,
say fromless than ¥10,000 crore today
to about ¥15,000 crore. The marginal
returns in investing in climate-
resilient agriculture and promoting
climate-smart agriculture are very
high. The latter requires
resurrection of agri-
extension work in a way
that promotes farming
practices which can with-
stand extreme heatwaves

‘Ifagriculture has to
be put on a fast and
sustainable track,
agriculture minister were several cases of cor-

bang and good promise. In total, 26
statesand 16 insurers came forward to
join this scheme. But the scheme was
somewhat premature as the spade-
work was not done, and infusion of
technology was meagre.The automatic
weather stations were not fixed, con-
tinuous monitoring of plots was not
done through high-tech low-Earth
orbits, algorithms for crop losses were
not properly designed, and so on. In
brief, the scheme was open for more
human manipulation. It
isnowonder many of our
states, with the help of
some leaders, took
undue advantage. There

or bursts of rains, etc. The Shivrai Sinah ruption. As a result, after
extra funding of ICAR ch hj g agood start, the graph of
should be exclusively . ou an. must the scheme’s adoption,
focused on creating cli- bridge this trust  instead of going up,

mate-resilient and cli-

deficit with farmers

started coming down.

mate-smart agriculture. — s Re-insurers, who are the

But this is not going to

happen overnight.In the short run,we
needtofix the crop insurance scheme,
called the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY).

PMFBY was started in 2016 after
back-to-back droughts in 2014-15
and 2015-16.The agri-GDP had col-
lapsed and suddenly, the farming com-
munity was in deep stress. PMFBY was
a bold step in the right direction. But
the success of any such scheme
depends upon how efficiently it is
implemented. It started off with a big

real risk-takers in crop
insurance business,were not satisfied,
as there was not enough transparency
in crop losses and claims made. By
2021-22,therewere only 20 states and
10 insurers willing to participate in
PMFBY. It was feared that the scheme
may fail. But there was no better alter-
native to compensate farmers in case
of crop failures.Itisat that time thata
major push of technology rebooting
was made. In the last two years, there
seems to be a turnaround in PMFBY.
The number of states and insurers par-

@® TRAVELFORALL

Union railways minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

Indian Railways remains committed to

provide affordable rail travel to poor, lower
middle and middle class. Railways has planned to
manufacture 10,000 non-AC coaches in the next

ticipating in the scheme have gone
back to 24 and 15 respectively. The
improvementsinyield estimation sys-
tem based on technology and the
Weather Information Network and
Data System have raised hopes and
reduced human intervention. Though
still not perfect, it has an all-time
high enrolment of farmers, about
40 million.

Interestingly, for the first time,
non-loanee farmers who opted for this
scheme comprised 55% of the total
farmers insured. The area covered
under PMFBY in 2023-24 was about
61 million hectares,which was roughly
40% of the gross cropped area of the
states which opted for PMFBY.This has
raised hopes that the technologyinfu-
sion has earned some trust of insurers,
re-insurers, as well as farmers. But the
litmus test for the success of crop
insurance depends upon the premium
rates. They had peaked at 17% in
2021-22, but since then they have
sharply come down to roughly 10% in
2023-24,according to provisional fig-
ures. This is a commendable revival of
the scheme at the all-India level. But
there is no time for complacency.

A state-wise picture throws some
interesting results: the actuarial pre-
mium was just 3.4% in Andhra
Pradesh, 5.7% in Uttar Pradesh, and
7.5% in Madhya Pradesh. But many
other states attracted much higher
premiums — Chhattisgarh (14.8%),
Haryana (11.7%), Karnataka (19.2%),
Maharashtra (13.5%), Odisha
(13.1%),Rajasthan (9.7%),Tamil Nadu
(12.0%), and so on. There is a need to
study its reasons and bring the all-
India premiums below 7%. Chouhan
can do it, provided he fixes the system
based on technology with the least
possible human manipulation.Can he
deliver on this?

Made in India, for Tesla

IT WILL BE fair to conclude that the
government’s electric vehicle (EV) pol-
icy has failed to yield the desired
results. Last week RK Singh, secretary,
department for promotion of industry
and internal trade, said they hadn’t
heard from Elon Musk about his India
visit or about Tesla’s India plans. The
congratulatory message to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on his election
victory was the last that was heard
from Tesla’s CEO.

Going by the fine print, the EV pol-
icyisnotaboutTesla only.It’saimed at
promoting domestic manufacturing
by global players. However, the policy
has been structured keeping in mind
Tesla’sdemand for India entry.The dis-
appointment about not hearing from
Tesla so far could have been contained
had other global manufacturers that
are already present in India shown
interestin availing its benefits. But the
silence of all manufacturers — global
and local — from the day the plan was
announced (March 15) signals that
none seem to be interested. If Tesla
does not come to India, the policy is
dead for all practical purposes.

But what exactly does the EV policy
offer and what’s wrong with it? The
policy is a fine mix of incentives and
deliverables which lay the ground for
manufacturers to explore India as a
production hub to service the world
market. True, it has been designed
keeping Tesla in mind because it had
been insisting on reduction of import
duty before considering domestic
assembly,but then it hasnot givenita

freeride.
India’s automobile market is a
developed one with all global players
having a manufacturing base here.But
then it’s mostly for internal combus-
tion engine technology.The emerging
area of EVs comprise only around 2%
of the passenger vehicle market. Even
in the luxury segment where Tesla
operates, the share of EVs is 3-4%.
Tesla’s main demand for setting up
an assembly base in India was reduc-
tion of custom duty on import of com-
pletely built-up units
(CBUs).At present, 70%

The company’s silence in the last four months
signals that it may have reservations on the bank
guarantee part of the country’s EV policy

guarantee in lieu of the duty forgone,
which will be encashed if they fail to
meet the investment criteria.

There can be no complaints about
the fairness of the policy as it also
opens the gate to global players like
BYD, Volvo, Kia, Hyundai, BMW, Mer-
cedes-Benz, Audi, and Porsche. Of the
15 EVmodels from these manufactur-
ers that are available in the market,
only two are domestically assembled.

Why have they not shown interest
then? Perhaps because they can scale
up their EVpresenceata
pace which suits them.

import dutyislevied on P . They can import any
CBUs costing less than The f.o'lcy I? a fmed models even at 100%
$40,000,and 100% on mix ° 'ncent'ves.an duty and test the mar-
vehicles priced higher. deliverables which ket here. If the response
To meet Tesla’s demand lay the ground for is good, they can be
and achieve its own manufacturers to gradually assembled in

purpose, the govern-
ment combined two
things.It brought down
the duty under the pol-
icy to 15% on vehicles
priced $35,000 and
above for a five-year period. But this
has been subjected to companies set-
ting up manufacturing facilities in
India within three years. In addition,
they will have to meet 25% localisa-
tionwithin threeyearsand 50% at the
end of the fifth year.

The minimum investment com-
mitment from the manufacturers is
34,150 crore ($500 million).

Now comes the most important
part. Companies applying will have to
back their commitments with a bank

THE EDITOR

A historic reset
for the UK

Apropos of "Reinvented Labour" (FE,
July 6), with a clear mandate of 412
seats in the 650-member House,
Keir Starmer will be virtually
unchallenged inside Parliament for
his agenda on wealth creation for
the working classes, taxing higher
incomes, banning fossil fuel car
sales, and building a new border
control agency. It should be equally

clear that more than the Labour win,
this is a Conservative loss. After its 14
years of power, five Prime Ministers,
and sizeable turmoil, the British
voters have clearly punished the
Conservatives led by Rishi Sunak for
their cumulative errors. Despite
efforts by PM Narendra Modi and
Sunak, the India-UK FTA couldn't be
finalised. All eyes will be on how
quickly Starmer's government would
be able to do so.

—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

explore India as a
production hub
|

India in the numbers
required.

Take the case of
Jaguar Land Rover, a
part of Tata Motors.The
company announced in
May its plan to start manufacturing its
marquee brands, Range Rover and
Range Rover Sport, in India. Prior to
this,JLRwas already assembling Range
Rover Velar, Range Rover Evoque,
Jaguar F-PACE, and Discovery Sport
here.Why should the company submit
a bank guarantee to the government
and be bound by three- to five-year
localisation requirements when
it can do the same without any
such encumbrances?

Similarly, Mercedes-Benz, present

Being specific with
growth predictions

It has become a practice by the
companies not to mention specific
numbers while predicting their
growth. Terms like single-digit or
double-digit growth have replaced
specifics. FMCG majors like Dabur
and Marico see mid to high single
digit growth for the first quarter.
What does high single-digit mean?
9, 8, or 7? Double-digit would mean

inIndia for 30years,has so farmadean
investment of 2,800 crore, which it
plans to take to around ¥3,000 crore
by this year-end. Contrast this to the
requirement under the EV policy for a
minimum investment of 34,150 crore.

It was hoped that VinFast would
avail the benefits of the policy. In Jan-
uary,the Vietnamese EV manufacturer
had announced plans to invest $500
million in India to set up manufactur-
ing over five years. However, recent
reports suggestitis considering direct
assembly instead of importing its
products first.

Tesla mayannounce plans for India
atalaterstagebutitwon’tbewrongto
conclude that it seems to have reserva-
tions about the bank guarantee part.
It’s clear thatitsintent behind seeking
import duty concessions is to test the
market.If the responseisn’t encourag-
ing it may choose not to carry on, but
in that case it will have to forgo bank
guarantee worth $500 million.

Evenif well-intentioned, manufac-
turers opting for the policy benefits
will need land to set up units and ancil-
lary industry to meet domestic value
addition. If the process of identifying
land parcels isn’t fast and smooth,
deadlines can be missed.In such asce-
nario encashment of bank guarantees
will pose a legal challenge that can
turn messy as the lawis tilted in favour
of the one encashing.

The policy provisions are such
that both the government and
manufacturers seem to be caught in a
catch-22 situation.

anything from 10 to 99. A rural
demand would mean better
performances by the companies.
Data cannot be ambiguous, it has
to be specific. That is why numbers
are important in human activity.
The government too uses
approximates to confuse the
public. It needs to be specific to
present a clear picture.

—Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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— Ramnath Goenka

NEED PROACTIVE
STEPS TO BOOST
PRIVATE INVESTMENT

— HE Indian economy needs the next private investment
cycle to take off right now, but the hour’s growing late.
In a setback, latest data indicates that the value of new
Investment projects announced during the first quarter
of the current fiscal year plunged 92% to ¥59,900 crore.
According to CMIE data, in value terms, June quarter report-
ed the lowest level of project announcements by both private
and the government since September 2009, when it began col-
lecting data. Not only is the investment sentiment low, but
they are concentrated in just a few sectors. One can take com-
fort in the fact that the decline was partly due to general elec-
tions, which concluded only last month. That said, industries’
reluctance is undeniable and though private investment is
expected to pick up pace in FY25, overall investment activity
is likely to depend on public investments like in the past.

This is disappointing since corporate India got everything on
a platter. Be it tax cuts, production-linked incentives, ease of
doing business and so on. Yet, the long-awaited capex cycle re-
mains elusive. The government too has been nudging industries
to go out and spend now that balance sheets of both borrowers
and banks are clean, profitability levels are improving, and ca-
pacity utilisation touched the pre-pandemic levels of about 76%.
For investors, India also remains one of the lucrative markets,
but companies just don’t seem to be in the mood for risk taking,
perhaps because private consumption is growing in single dig-
its. In particular, rural demand hasn’t gathered the needed pace,
while urban consumption, which was relatively doing better
until now, has started showing signs of tiredness as was evident
from the lacklustre monthly auto sales data.

In FY23, investments stood at 10.9% of GDP, lower than the
16.8% peak seen during FY08. The decline was largely from
manufacturing, where the share of private capital formation
in the GDP fell from 4.6% to 3.2% during FY12 and FY19. This
was acknowledged by none other than Anand Mahindra, chair-
man of Mahindra & Mahindra, who urged the manufacturing
industry to increase investments, as the share as a percentage
of GDP fell to a ‘worrisome level.” Investments are a key driver
for economic growth and are a source of job creation. It’s im-
perative that the government takes urgent measures to revive
consumption, which will spur investments by default.

CO-ED SCHOOLS
NEED MORE PUSH

. OR a change, something right is happening on the educa-
tion front in Kerala with regard to gender relations. Many
— centuries-old schools and colleges catering exclusively to
boys or girls, have now thrown open their doors to students
of both genders. As many as 45 schools—both government
and aided—have shifted to co-education this year. The oldest
school that has turned co-ed is the Sree Moola Vilasam School
in Thiruvananthapuram. The 189-year-old school created his-
tory when it opened its doors for girls to study last year. Two
prestigious colleges—St Berchmans College and Assumption
College in Changanassery—too joined the league of co-ed insti-
tutions. There has been an increase in the number of applicants
of the opposite gender in all these institutions. The student com-
munity and the management of the educational institutions are
happy with the change. And this trend is bound to continue.

The trigger for this ongoing change was the Kerala State
Commission for the Protection of Child Rights’ directive that
schools exclusively for boys and girls should cease to exist
from 2023-24 academic year. Maintaining that there is no need
to teach boys and girls in separate schools in the existing so-
cial context, the order said that the best educational institu-
tions in the word are co-ed. This move is correct in the context
of the RTE Act too, which had stated that it is obligatory for
the government to provide free and compulsory elementary
education to each and every child in a neighbourhood school
within 1 km, up to class 8 in India. The Commission’s order
was based on a petition in which the petitioner had argued
that gender justice was denied in exclusive schools.

There are no two ways about the benefits of mixed education.
The most basic and the most convincing reason for the rele-
vance of co-ed school is that we live in a co-ed world. There have
been enough and more international studies proving the ben-
efits of co-ed schools. According to studies, mixed schools are
instrumental in instilling mutual respect and ensuring gender
equality. Studying in these schools will also help in removing
orthodox ideas and encourage boys and girls to respect the op-
posite gender. Boys and girls who are comfortable with opposite
genders will adjust better in the adult world too. Exclusive gen-
dered schools are certainly an anomaly in today’s world. On the
other hand, co-ed schools, by nature, are more inclusive and
egalitarian. They must be encouraged at all costs.
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LONG-TERM PLAN FOR ASSAM

IKE almost every year in recent times, Assam is being devas-
L tated by a flood. At least 66 people have died and more than 5

lakh are sheltering in 577 relief camps. Floods have routinely
wreaked havoc along the riverbanks of the mighty Brahmapu-
tra. But with climate change, their frequency and ferocity have
increased. The rainfall in Assam has been far above the long-
term average this year. Atleast 18 people have died in neighbour-
ing Meghalaya too. Given that we know this is not going to be a
rare phenomenon, we must prepare much better—both on short-
term relief and long-term solutions. Too much is at stake.

HILE speaking in the Lok Sab-
ha on Monday (July 1), Rahul
Gandhi said, “Aap Hindu ho hi
nahin (You are not Hindu).”
The line was directed at the BJP
benches, including Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, his cabi-
net colleagues, fellow members of the
House and, by extension, the millions of
voters who supported the saffron outfit.

Rahul’s words indicated three things—
his sense of entitlement, ignorance
of Indian ethos and disrespect for
democratic norms.

Can Rahul or anybody else decide who
is a Hindu? During the just-concluded
Lok Sabha polls, 23.59 crore Indians vot-
ed for the BJP. There are likely to be mil-
lions more who support the BJP, but
couldn’t vote for their favourite party for
various reasons. A majority of
them identify themselves as Hindus.
With one utterance, Rahul seemed to
strip them of this identity.

Who can make such a statement? Only
someone with an acute sense of entitle-
ment. Unlike Abrahamic religions,
Hinduism is timeless (hence also sana-
tan), catholic and pluralistic. There is no
centralised authority in Hinduism,
and none has any right to pass such
edicts regarding the faith.

Identity can work differently for the
Abrahamic faiths. For example, the Ah-
madiyya sect in Pakistan has been
‘shunned’ from Islam, and its followers
are routinely persecuted because their
belief system differs a little from the
mainline Shia-Sunni doctrines. These
two sects are also perpetually locked in
internecine wars because of their con-
flicting theological beliefs. Ironically; Ah-
madiyyas were at the forefront, along
with communists and the Muslim
League, in striving for an independent
Pakistan. Doesn’t Rahul somewhat
sound like a similar establishment voice
when he decrees in Lok Sabha who is a
Hindu and who isn’t?

During his 1-hour-40-minute speech,
Rahul also observed, “Those who call
themselves Hindus indulge in hatred,
violence and untruths 24x7.” Can any-
one, including Rahul, make such an acer-
bic statement about any other faith?
Don’t miss the contradiction. After sus-
pects are identified following a terror
episode anywhere in the world, the usual
comment is: a terrorist has no religion.

Rahul’s allegations are without basis.
He can get away with it because of the
Immunity that members of parliament
enjoy. In their history, Hindus have re-
sorted to violence mainly to defend them-
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A recent comment has brought up an old question: who
gets to decide religious identity? It's tougher to answer
in a land where harmony is stressed over uniformity

A PERSISTING
CONFUSION
OVER IDENTITY

selves. Hinduism is inclusive and has in
its fold numerous traditions, all equally
valid—ranging from devout idol worship-
pers to outright heretics. Anyone who
cares to call oneself a Hindu is a Hindu.

Rahul also spoke about violence and
hate. Given his party’s track record in
this respect, can he sound so sanctimoni-
ous? While Rahul argues against the two
evils, he promotes divisive narratives
and allies with forces that seek to divide
Indians based on caste, region and faith.
Highlighting Indians’ caste identity was
central to his election campaign.

Hate and divisiveness, the bane of In-
dia, have been aggravated in its
socio-economic and religio-cultural life
in recent centuries. The use of violence
or deceit is a part of a playbook while

Former chairman, Indian Institute
of Mass Communications
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MANDAR PARDIKAR

dealing with non-believers or dissent
within own ranks. Uniformity, particu-
larly in matters of faith, is central to
their existence. In contrast, Indian
ethos is indifferent to uniformity, it fo-
cuses only on harmony.

Who ceded a fourth of India in August
1947 to the forces of Islamic nationalism?
Pakistan is not just a country; it is now a
religious idea that transcends borders.
Recall 1980-90, when Pakistan trained
and funded terrorists with local help, and
hounded Kashmiri Pandits out of their
ancestral homeland. In a recent
interview, the newly elected National
Conference MP Aga Syed Ruhullah Me-
hdi threatened a repetition of the
black decade in retaliation to the abroga-
tion of Articles 370 and 35A.

Parliament must not be told a direct |
untruth, but it’s quite possible to
allow them to mislead themselves

Norman
| Tebbit

In June 2022, Kanhaiya Lal in Rajas-
than and Umesh in Maharashtra were
beheaded by Islamic zealots. Last week,
a young couple was publicly humiliated
and battered Taliban-style by a muscle-
man affiliated with the local ruling party
in West Bengal’s Uttar Dinajpur. On June
27, a Muslim woman was stripped,
dragged by her hair and thrashed for
over an hour by goons for supporting the
BJP in West Bengal’s Cooch Behar. The
berating and torturing of victims such
as Anees Mian-Parveen Jahan (Uttara-
khand, 2022), Samina (Madhya Pradesh,
2023), and Tahira Bano (Rajasthan, 2023)
don’t usually figure in public discourse.

The killings of Hafizul Sheikh (West
Bengal, 2024), Aijaz Ahmad Sheikh (J&K,
2024), Babar Ali (Uttar Pradesh, 2022) and
Sheikh Waseem Bari (J&K, 2020) have
not been highlighted as much as some
others. They were all victims of hate and
were guilty of a common ‘crime’: sup-
porting the BJP. This list of hate crimes
is indicative and not an exhaustive one.

This itinerary of hate and violence,
however, doesn’t seem to concern Rahul.
His public utterances are shaped by the
compulsions of power politics and the
requirements of the ideological ecosys-
tem he is aligned with. His narrative is
solely fashioned by the political divi-
dends he is aiming to reap. No wonder; he
blames only those “who call themselves
Hindus” for these twin evils.

There is a method to this madness.
For decades, the Congress has been on
the decline. Rahul is in a hurry to resur-
rect it. His options are limited. It’s diffi-
cult to fault the incumbent Modi on his
performance. As a shortcut to gather
electoral support, Rahul is increasingly
leaning on identity politics and aligning,
knowingly or unknowingly, with the
forces of neo-colonialism.

Rahul won Wayanad with the Indian
Union Muslim League’s support—a post-
independence reincarnation of the Mo-
hamed Ali Jinnah-led Muslim League.
Muhammad Ismail set up the ITUML
after independence. Prior to 1947,
he was president of the Madras unit
of Jinnah’s Muslim League. The League
has changed its signboard, but has it
changed its agenda?

Rahul is trying to run with the hare
and hunt with the hounds. He can’t carry
on with this contradiction for long.
Shorn of hyperbole and embellishments,
Rahul’s first speech in the newly
constituted Lok Sabha was poor on facts
and high on toxins.

(Views are personal)
(punjbalbir@gmail.com)

THE HISTORY OF THE
‘HIJRI’ LUNAR CALENDAR

HE evening of July 6 to the
morning of July 7 was the dawn
of Hijrah, the Islamic New Year.
It was the first day of the Islamic
lunar month of Muharram. The
era begins with the journey of
Prophet Mohammed and his fol-
lowers from Mecca to Medina in 622 CE,
where he established the first Muslim com-
munity. It is said ‘Hijrah does not signify
merely a journey between two cities but the
movement of the caravan of history’.

Umar I, the second Sunni caliph, insti-
tuted the Islamic calendar in 639 CE as an
attempt to standardise and organise Mus-
lim life and traditions. There is an Islamic
account of how it came about.

Umar is reported to have said to assem-
bled dignitaries among the men around the
Prophet: “Our income is considerable. But
what we have distributed has been without
fixed dates. How can we remedy that?”

An answer came from a man called Al-
Hurmuzan. He was the king of a place in
Iran called Ahvaz. After his capture during
the Arab conquest of Persia, he was
brought to Umar and became a Muslim. He
said, “The Persians have a method of cal-
culation that they call mahroz, which they
ascribe to their Sassanid rulers”. The word
mahroz was Arabicised as mu arrakh, and
the infinitive ta’rikh was formed from it
(tarikh today is used in Urdu to mean both
‘calendar date’ and ‘history’). Al-Hurmuz-
an then explained how to use it. Umar re-
portedly said: “Give the people an era
which they can use in business and which
permits them an exact indication of the
date in their mutual dealings.”

However, there was an objection that the
Persian era had no fixed starting year and
always began anew with the ascension of
each new king. An agreement was reached
to start the Muslim era with the Hijrah of
the Prophet from Mecca to Medina.

The Hijrah took place on a Tuesday. Ac-
cording to calculations, it was the first day
of the month of Muharram. The Caliph ap-
proved of this date and reportedly said, “Al-
Muharram is the month of God. It is the
beginning of the year. It will be used as the
beginning of the era. In al-Muharram, the
Kaaba is clothed, and money is coined.
There is a day in al-Muharram on which
repenting sinners are forgiven.”

The twelve months of the Islamic lunar
calendar are Muharram, Safar, Rabi al-Aw-
wal, Rabi al-Thani, Jumada al-Ula, Jumada
al-Akhirah, Rajab, Shaban, Ramadan,
Shawwal, Dhu al-Qada and Dhu al-Hijjah.

RENUKA NARAYANAN

FAITHLINE

Each of these lasts from the first sighting
of one crescent moon to the first sighting
of the next, approximately twenty-nine or
thirty days. Though Muslim majority coun-
tries follow the solar Gregorian calendar;
the lunar calendar is used to calculate the
dates of religious feasts and important rit-
uals such as the Haj pilgrimage. Because
the Hijri calendar relies on the movements
of the moon, the Muslim calendar has just
354 or 355 days, making it about 11 days
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Each Hijri calendar month lasts from
the first sighting of one crescent
moon to the first sighting of the next.
Though Muslim majority nations
follow the Gregorian calendar, the
lunar calendar is used to calculate the

dates of religious feasts and important
rituals such as the Haj pilgrimage
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shorter than the Gregorian calendar. Back
then, among the warring Arab tribes, the
months of Rajab, Dhu al-Qada, Dhu al-Hij-
jah, and Muharram were regarded as holy
months of peace. In Arabic, the word mu-
harram means forbidden, indicating the
month’s meaning. The Quran forbids war-
fare or fighting during Muharram and the
three other holy months. Muslims around
the world reportedly commemorate Mu-
harram with prayer.

The Quran speaks of the calendar thus:
“He it is who appointed the sun a splendour
and the moon a light and measured for her
stages, that ye might know the number of
the years, and the reckoning,” (X:5) and
“Lo! the number of the months with Allah
is twelve months by Allah’s ordinance on

the day that He created the heavens and the
earth,” (IX:36).

However, Islam’s two largest sects ob-
serve the first month of the year differently.
These differences go back to the martyr-
dom of the Prophet’s grandson, Husain Ibn
Ali al-Hussein, aka Imam Husain, during
the battle of Karbala in 680 CE. This marks
the schism between Shia and Sunni Mus-
lims since Shias adhere to the Prophet’s
son-in-law Hazrat Ali and Imam Husain as
his true successors, not the Sunni Caliphs.
There is a famous saying attributed to the
Prophet when at the pond of Khum: ‘Man
kunto maula fa haza Ali un maula’, mean-
ing ‘Whoever calls me master, Ali is his
master, too’. This is widely sung in Sufiya-
na and you can hear it on YouTube.

As Muharram begins, Shia Muslims ob-
serve ten days of mourning, culminating
in Ashura to mourn the death of Imam Hu-
sain. This year, Ashura occurs on July 17.
Some Shia Muslims conduct mourning
marches that day. I have seen their beauti-
ful tazia (portable pavilions) and alam
(flags) carried in procession. At a big Shia
majlis I attended in Delhi, a banner pro-
claimed ‘Live like Ali, die like Husain’. As
the sorrowful poems describing the mar-
tyrdom—shaam-e-gharibaan—were recit-
ed, the audience sobbed aloud. It was an
intense, moving experience.

Other Shias, particularly young men,
commit self-flagellation using their whips
and chains as a way of recalling Imam Hu-
sain’s suffering. Though some Muslim
scholars believe this practice is permissi-
ble, others object to it. Some Sunni Mus-
lims observe Ashura with fasting and
prayer, but in honour of a fast undertaken
by the Prophet in Medina after he emigrat-
ed. However, there is apparently no agree-
ment among Sunni scholars as to whether
Ashura fasting is permissible or not.

Muharram is also the time for special
food, which includes saffron rice in Iran
and doodh ka sharbat, a milky drink pre-
pared in Hyderabad in memory of the
thirst felt by Imam Husain and his follow-
ers during the fatal battle.

(Views are personal)
(shebaba09@gmail.com)
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Misguided opinions
Ref: Time for maximum Modi, minimum govt
(Jul 7). Ever since the BJP got 240 seats in the
general elections, anti-BJP heads have once
again risen. Rahul Gandhi in particular seems

much like a misguided school boy.
Rajaram Bhat, Mysuru

Country’s progress

[ agree with the author’s observation that

a country’s progress can’t be measured in
terms of its escalating share market indices
alone. Of what use is the raised index if
bridges, roads, airport roofs and waterways
are collapsing one after the other, making life
impossible in various cities?

G Nataraja Perumal, Belagavi

Budget hopes

Ref: FM to present full yr budget on July 23
(Jul7). The ensuing budget presentation by
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has to
take into account several important issues
still hanging out such as the uncontrolled
price rise and the severe unemployment. The
standard deduction limit has to be raised to
31 lakh and the tax slab itself should
commence from 5 lakhs so as to enable
taxpayers to meet the rising costs of survival.
Katuru Durga Prasad Rao, Hyderabad

Objective fulfilled

Ref: Ayodhya win defeats Advani’s temple
movement, says Rahul (Jul 7). One can’t agree
with Rahul Gandhi when he makes statements
like this. The temple movement spearheaded
by L K Advani has ensured its objectives were
fulfilled with the construction of the Ram
mandir. As such, the BJP’s defeat in Ayodhya
cannot be seen as the defeat of the movement.
Sudhakar Cherukunnu, Kannur

Shocking defeat

While cricket lovers in India are still rejoicing
India’s World Cup victory, it is shocking to see
the strong young Indian team led by Shubman
Gill play a rather poor game against Zimbabwe
and lose by 13 runs. It is sad that the team
with a strong batting lineup could not chase a
moderate total of 115 runs set by Zimbabwe.

K S Aswathanarayana, Bengaluru

Insincere investigation

The lip service offered by the absconding
Bhole Baba, who expressed grief over the
Hathras stampede, counts for nothing as it can
neither resurrect the dead nor provide solace
to their grieving kin. The police hunting for the
Baba are obviously not sincere in their efforts
and the biggest drawback is that the Baba has
not been named in the FIR. This means the
police are not suspecting that he had a role in
the tragedy, which is a travesty of justice.

CV Aravind, Bengaluru
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Keep Fine-Tuning
Those Customs Duties

Transitioning to lower tariffs needed for growth

The first budget in the third term of NDA may be a good
opportunity to address the dichotomy between higher im-
port duties and rising import dependency on industrial
products, particularly from China. NDA has used cus-
toms duties creatively to protect some industries from
predatory pricing. This is not a blanket protection for all
industries, and there isarealisation thattheeconomy will
have to transition to a lower tariff structure for domestic
manufacturing to reduce import dependency. But this de-
pendency 1s increasing vis a vis China, whose share of in-
dustrial imports is now around 30% and rising twice as
fastas importsfrom the rest of the world. This percentage
climbs in sectors such as electronics and telecom, where
India is gaining traction in the export market.

The creativity in calibrating customs duties lies in set-
ting them high enough for import substitution but not
high enough to affect export competi-
tiveness. That involves a progressive
easing from infanttomature industri-
es. Import dependency will rise initi-
ally asexports increase, eventually as
local value chains are seeded and
plugged into global chains. The result
should vield diversified value chains
not dependent on single-country imports. Some adjust-
ments in customs duties on electronic components may
thus be called for immediately, while for others, such as
automobile components, the risks of dumping by China
may be higher. The caveat is that tariff protectioncande-
lay export competitivenessif left unadjusted fortoolong.

Thedual nature of customs duties asa provider of pro-
tection and revenue allows for continuous fine-tuning.
The budget could, however, signal an acceleration to-
wards a low-tariff regime. Although this depends on the
relative export performance of a host of industries, cer-
tain macroeconomic yardsticks could be set to indicatea
medium-term trajectory for the basic customs duty A
GDP growth rate of around 8% depends ona solid manu-
facturing export performance. Lower import tariffs wo-
uld be ameasure of that performance.

Something is Rotten
In the State of Bihar

Bridges in Bihar are collapsing like ninepins. As many as 10
have collapsed in Kishanganj, Araria, East Champaran, Mad-
hubani, Siwan and Saran districts since June 18, thankfully
without fatalities or injuries. Over 16 engineers of the Water
Resources Department (WRD) responsible for these structu-
res have been suspended. Last week, Nitish Kumar instructed
officials to survey all old bridges and identify those requiring
immediate repairs. Why didn’t the government take this rou-
tine step <before= the monsoon season? Or will *third world'
infrastructure remain as the new “old normal’?

Officials gave two key reasons for these disasters: poor quality
of construction and the materials used in building and mainta-
ining bridges, and unscientific dredging
and desilting of stretches of rivers, which
removed mud, rocks and other material
from around the pillars on which some
= bridges stood. The latter left the bridges
without any kind of base and vulnerable
to rainwater flowing at a frenetic speed af-
ter rains. All these explanations prove one
thing: rotten governance. If a large retinue of bureaucrats
can't ensure regular maintenance of infrastructure according
to scientific guidelines, woe betide the state of Bihar.

Infrastructure collapse isn’t just a structure crashing down.
It’sthe collapse of alifeline for many people and can have ade-
ep impact on local development. Every bridge or road collapse
may mean critical patients can’t be taken to hospitals, stu-
dents unable to go to school and missing exams, missed job in-
terviews, and crucial aid vehicles unable toreach cut-off villa-
ges. Such losses of time and opportunities are never calcula-
ted or compensated by thestate. How strange is it that the state
values its own citizens so little.
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J Biden's willingness to act only upon
divine intervention is mortally brilliant

Here’s Another
(God-Given Politician

JoeBiden isthesecond bigenchilada inthe political world re-
cently to have invoked god. No, the evaporative prez hasn't
stated that the paramatma also sent him to our planet for a
purpose, and that once that purpose is achieved, he’ll be re-
turning to Krypton. Instead, Joe the Debatable Debater bro-
ught the Big Guy into the conversation by stating that ‘If the
lord almighty came down and said, "Joe, get out of the race,’
I'd get out of the [presidential] race, adding rather blasphe-
mously, especially for America’s second Catholic president,
“The lord almightyv's not coming down.” With the Second Co-
ming notcoming according to Biden, Democrats must be get-
ting on their knees in churches across the US to pray — inde-
ed implore — that god does come down and convince Cotton
Eved Joe towithdraw from the presidential election race. Af-
ter all, the US dollar bill says it upfront: ‘In god we trust.’

But coming back to the god-not-forsaken profession, not-
hing says ‘T'm holier than thou’ like a politician talking
about divine intervention —or, in Biden’s case, divine de-
cision not to intervene with one of his/her creation’s free
will. Watch out for more politicians across the believing
world bringing up their takes on dharma, karma, and
moksha in random conversation (read: interviews). These
Chosen Ones will, after all, want to be chosen by voters.

Ii‘ESSEI.TUM % Take advantage of global pushback, inefficiencies due to Beijing’s over-investment

Chinese Takeaway Plus One

Neelkanth Mishra

~—w ver the last few years, as
the US-China strategic
conflict has intensified,
‘China+1"has become a po-

- pular phrase. Couniries,
including India, have jostled tobe the
‘+1", easing policies and providing in-
centives to attract foreign firms try-
ing to reduce their dependence on
China for manufacturing.

However, let alone a drop in China's
global share of manufacturing, we are
seeing an increase — from an already
high 35% in 2020, it may already be ne-
ar 38%. Global industrial output is
well below the pre-pandemic path, but
China’s isn’t. Industrial production in
the rest of the world is showing the
strain, especially in the EU, Japan, La-
tin America and Africa.

This is not because foreign firms
are not leaving China. Their share of
manufacturing capacity in China is
at a 25-vear low, and their goods ex-
ports have indeed declined over the
past decade. However, these have be-
en offset by a surge in exports from
Chinese-owned firms. Further, while
goods exports are up about $1 tn since
2019, imports haverisen by alotlessas
China hasalsofocused on importsub-
stitution (especially in mechanical
and electrical products), nearly trip-
ling the goods trade surplus.

Underlying trends suggest we are
likely to see more of this going for-
ward. When China had surplus labo-
ur but lacked capital, it out-compe-
ted labour-intensive industries glo-
bally. Given its larger economic size
now, its ability to invest in capital-in-
tensive industries is now a threat to
firms globally.

China’s dominance in the fast-gro-
wing markets of RE generation, ener-
gy storage and EVs, and rapid strides
in semiconductors means its manu-
facturing will grow faster than that of
the rest of the world, which lags in
these sectors. More importantly, this
investment is also important for Chi-
natosustain its growth rate.

The much-anticipated slowdown
in the Chinese housing market has

China’s Eim’nr mein
IS Your Chow mein

Reading fortunes

been offset by growth in investments
in infrastructure and manufactu-
ring. In the last four years, as Chinese
policymakers redirect loans away
from real estate to industry, medium-
to-long-term loans to industry have
risen 24 times. In absolute terms,
such loans have increased $1.9 tn (In-
dia’s total banking system loans are
82 tn). If loans to industry grow at the
current pace of 24% v-0-y another
$2.5-3 tn of loans could be allocated to
industry in the next three vears.

This is not to say that all of China'’s
industrial policy is successful. Capital
allocation that is devoid of the discipli-
ne imposed by market forcesalso tends
to be inefficient. However, this ons-
laught of capital meansthat thereturn
of assets in capital-in-
tensive industries
is falling sharply
in China. Profits
as a share of total
assets in 2023 de-
creased to levels
last seen in 2002.
This is part of the
policy of letting ‘a
thousand flowers
bloom’'. Thou-
sands, if not tens
of thousands, of
new firms, enter
greenfield indu-

China’'s global share of
manufacturing has actually
increased, not decreased — from
an already high 35% in 2020, it
may already be near 38%

stries. Many fail. But the ones that sur-
vive can be very competitive,

For these reasons, stress on profits
isunlikely to remain contained in Chi-
na. The country’s export price index
has fallen sharply from 116 in mid-2022
to 107 in March 2023 and 97 in March
2024. Even as China cedes space in la-
bour-intensive manufacturing, it's ra-
pidly growing exports of goods in capi-
tal-intensive industries is likely to af-
fect profitability and return on assets
globally. In industries such as flat pa-
nel displays that use legacy tech, seve-
ral fabrication units in South Korea
have shut down in recent years, unable
to compete with China.

There is along legacy of pithy apho-
risms from Chinese leaders that scho-

lars interpret for mas-
zes. Onlynow is the
| world beginning to
® understand the
meaning of ‘new
guality productive
torces” that Xi Jin-
ping first mentio-
ned last vear.

China’s trading
counterparties
are beginning to
erect tariff and
non-tariff barri-
ers. However, gi-
ven China's domi-

China’'s ‘let a thousand flowers
bloom’ policy has thousands of
new firms enter greenfield industries.
Many fail. But the ones that survive
can be very competitive

nance, and rapid growth in its capital
allocation, it’s unclear whether the
drawbridges can be pulled up quickly.
The decision to restrict imports will
not be straightforward. There is lik-
ely to be a debate on whether impor-
ting low-priced goods in critical sec-
tors with growing demand makes
sense. China's manufacturing share
gains through import substitution
will be harder to challenge.

In addition to attempts to restrict
imports, other major economies are
likely toincrease industrial policy ac-
tion, such as cheaper financing, tax
rebates, or other fiscal aid, to develop
alternatives to China. As challenges
intensify, the scale of these responses
is alsolikely to grow.

For example, Vannevar Bush's se-
minal ‘Science, the Endless Frontier®
report to the US president just after
the end of World War 2, making acase
for why the US government must sup-
port science, initially faced some re-
sistance, as the FDR government
baulked at private sector control of
taxpaver dollars. However, evidence
of Russian advances in missile tech-
nology, like the “Sputnik moment’,
galvanised active US government in-
tervention in tech development.

This pattern might repeat itself.
While the more ambitions Endless
Frontier Act was watered down afew
vears back, policy support for local
manufacturing is already picking up
inthe US.

For India, the challenge now lies in
identifyving strategic areas where it
must not cede ground, finding ways
to compete in areas necessary to sus-
tain growth and create jobsfor its gro-
wing workforce, and taking advanta-
ge of the inefficiencies created by
Chinese over-investment and the re-
turn of industrial policies globally,

The writer ischief economist, Axis Bank

Will It Be a ‘Congress’ Budget, Gol?

Anil Padmanabhan
e

In June, Congress-ruled Telangana
announced a farm loan waiver of
31k cr; fulfilling a key poll promise
made before the assembly elections
last year A similar fiscal
strategy has helped Cﬂngress&
inthe past. One of the key
reasons for the re-election of
UPA in 2009 was the 360k cr
farm loan waiver in the
preceding vear:

Nomatter how justified, such
oiveaways createa

mises and the reasonable electoral
successes that have acerued, in-
cluding in the 2024 general election.
In its manifesto for the Lok Sabha
polls, Congress promised to transfer
¥l lakh every year— 8,500 every
month —to ‘every poor Indian fami-
Iy’ under the Mahalakshmi scheme,
ideally to the bank account of the
oldest woman of the household.
Even as economists debate the pros
and cons of such populism, the big
question is whether BJP will respond
in kind in the union budget on July
23. This isespecially true given that
these promised payouts did, toan
extent, influence the outcome,
particularly in UP, where the
party witnessed a severe
erosion of seats.
Sofar, BJP-led NDA's
playbook has favoured
empowerment —

i,
moral hazard. While Bl |DGFT 24 enabling universal
these promises don't - 4 access tobasics like

affect banks that loaned the money
as Gol picks up the tab— it incentivi-
ses non-payment of dues, Those who
repaid feel cheated. Together, these
factors undermine credit culture.
The exchequer adds to its debt bur-
den or is foreed to cut back on other
spending priorities.

To be sure, Congress isn't the only
party offering freebies. They stand
out because of the scaleof its pro-

banking, cooking gas, electricity,
drinking water, housing and health
insurance — over entitlement. In
fact, they missed an opportunity fora
course correction in the interim
budget, unlike in 20019 when they
came up with the PM-Kisan giveaway,
If BJP does blink, India may witness
a phase of competitive populism. Not
only will the wages of populism push
states and Gol to fiscal ruin, but it will

0
Free Lunch
This Way

S

Avoid this route

alsoundermine hard-earned macroe-
conomic stability, especially in contai-
ning inflation at moderate levels.

On June 4, the day the general
election results were announced, the
perception was that populismas an
electoral calling card was on the
wane. This was especially true after
the creation of millionsof labharthis
(beneficiaries) through targeted
welfare spending. This cohort was
seen as blunting the traditional lure
of vote-bank politics based on caste
and religion, contributing to BJP's
winning rhythm over the last decade.

Furthermore, Gol was refusing to
bail out fiscally irresponsible states.
Similarly, the Supreme Court, which
has been frowning upon electoral
freebies, was refusing to lend a sym-
patheticear. While hearing a PIL two

yvears ago, the apex court railed
against fiscally expensive freebies
promised in the election run-upto
lure voters.

In April, the top court declined
Kerala’s request to prevail upon Gol
torelax the cap imposed on the state's
annual borrowings. The legal chal-
lenge arose because Kerala, ruled by
LDF ran out of funds to pay salaries
and pensions. In two years, the outgo
on salaries and pensions had grown
by 52.6% . Tobridge this shortfall, the
state wanted to borrow 26,626 cr;
over and above its annual gquota.

In Karnataka, despite anti-incum-
bency, Congress won a landslide last
vear with its five guarantees, in-
cluding free electricity, payouts to
every female head of afamily and
unemployment dole. Now, the party
faces afiscal challenge asthese
benefits, which reach around 5er
people and cost TOK crore annually
— almost a fifth of its total expenditu-
re—are squeezing spending in other
areas and forcing the government to
increase user charges onutilities,

Nomatter what politicians claim,
there are no free lunches. In the short
run, populism benefits beneficiaries.
But eventually, costs outweigh the
benefits. Given that key state polls are
around the corner, will NDA let
politics drive its economics? The
budget may provide the answer.

Reform Your ‘Reformist Iran’ Opinion

Maryam Aslany
|

OnJuly 6, Masoud Pezeshkian was
elected the new president of Iran.
Most newspapers reported thata
‘reformist has triumphed. However,
Iranians know this is untrue because
they are accustomed to the Islamic
Republic's manoceuvres.

Iranis not a democracy. All presi-
dential candidates are vetted by the
Guardian Council, an assembly of
religious jurists appointed by Supre-
me Leader Avatollah Ali Khamenei.
He, not the president, controls state
strategy and policy, Pezeshkian is
aware of whom he owes his job to.

Pezeshkian is eligible for the job
because he has demonstrated loyalty
to Khamenei. The views of “refor-
mists’are often indistinguishable
from those of *hardliners’. The new
president-elect has been an advocate
of mandatory hijab, promoted gen-
der segregation in education and
healthcare, and 1s an enthusiastic
supporter of extremist groupslike
Hamas and Hezbollah.

Since ‘reformists’ have held the

presidency for 24 of theregime’s 45
yvears, Iranians understand there is
no difference between the two, The
only reason these factions exist is to
persuade the people to believe that
there is variety within the establish-
ment, change is possible, and a natio-
nal revolution is unnecessary.

Iranians have long decided that they
would not engage with the pseudo-
choices on offer, which will only
sustain the regime and delay its
collapse — their only real hope for
political freedom.

In a carefully designed operation,
they bovcotted this election. Khame-
nel expressed his contempt, but it has
been effective. Iranians shared videos
of empty voting booths on social
media to show that the state’s official
turnout figure —49.8% — is fiction.

Though we won't know the figure, the
trending hashtag #10percentregime
signals what [ranians believe,

In such a context, the main audience
for these elections was not the Irani-
an people. The regime knows they
will not be impressed by Pezeshkian's
‘landslide’ win. So, it isdesperate to
repair its relationship with the
international community.

However, these relationships too are
incrisis. Last month, Canada joined
the US in listing the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps(IRGC)—
centre piece of the regime’s authority
—asaterrorist group. Germany is
one of several European countries
pushing the EU to take a similar step.
Britain's newly elected Labour Party
alsoplanstoproscribe IRGC,

Theregime is anxious that if Donald
Trump becomes president, the US will
begin to apply much greater pressure
than Joe Biden did. Many Republi-
cans believe that the most direct path
topeace in West Asia istocut off the
Iranian backing of Hamasand Hez-
bollah, and to counter the Islamic
Republic’s escalation of violence in
Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen.

This is why the regime fielded a
‘reformist’ president, whose key
promise was to become a more coope-
rative member of international
society Support from other states is
essential for the Islamic Republic to
maintain its grip at home, Narendra

Modi’s post on Saturday — ‘Looking
forward to working closely with you
to further strengthen our warm and
long-standing bilateral relationship’

~isexactly the kind of message it
wants to hear:

Thisregime is committed to its
theological objectives, such asthe
export of the Shiarevolution and
Israel’s destruction. Thefacadeof a
regime eager to engage in talks with
toreign governments will be used to
buy time for other projects, including
consolidating its threatened ex-
istence with increased suppression at
home, continued terrorism abroad
and advancement of its nuclear
Programime.

If foreign governments buy into this
‘reformists have won the election’
story and open their doors, they will
not only endanger Iranians further
but also enable the Islamic Republic
to continue exporting chaos and
violence. Instead, they should treat
this election like any other pro-
paganda emerging from a sinister
authoritarian regime. Instead of
hoping that all will be well now, they
should deny all oxygen to the Islamic
Republicand prevent it from continu-
ingits atrocities. It is time to explore
what a post-Islamic Republic Iran
will look like,

Thhe writer is a Marie Curie fellon,
Yale University

THE SPEAKING TREE

Search for
Identity

SHIBANI BELWALKAR

In his autobiography Con-
fessions, Jean Jacques Rous-
seau speaks of hiscathartic
journey toreach hisreal self,
What we avoid facing, wedon't
address. Thus, we have to
embellish the truth and selec-
tively present what might
please others or make us more
acceptable in their eyes. Wade
through all those feelings —
between the nice and bad, ugly
and beautiful, kind and harsh,
jealousy and pain —unpeel
the layersto getto the core.
Write down what vou've done
and the feelings that mo-
tivated it. From the negatives
and the positives, we get to the
basics. Indoing this, vou will
oet to the truth, vour truath,
yvour real self.

The search for authentic
identity, Self, also involves
rejecting false personasand
inauthentic behaviours, a
principle deseribed in the
Upanishads as Neti Neti,
neither this nor that. It in-
volves eliminating what one is
not by systematically rejec-
ting all the finite attributes
and delving into deeper layers
of existence. It shows us how
the mind eventually gets tired
of putting on labels and slides
into deeper modes of seeking.
To know who you are, vou
need to know who you are not.
Thefunction of Neti Netiisto
remove the obhstructions
produced by ighorance.

If notthisand notthat, then
what? If wedon't know, then
there is a possibility of kno-
wing, and in this possibility,
we find our authentic Self,

MELODY FOR
MONDAY

Wolf Totem
The HU

Mongolian metal band The
HU masterfully blends folk
with modern metal in their
powerful song, Wolf Totem.
This track, from their 2019
debut album The Gereg, taps
into something vast and
deep that, without knowing
the Mongolian language, the
listener immediately finds
awe-inspiring in the Wagne-
riansense,

Atthecoreof thetrack is
TheHU's
signature
Mongolian
throat sing-
ing—thuvan
—that runs
through and
over the
music of traditional in-
struments like the stringed
tovshuir and morin khuur
that have been electrified. In
Wolf Totem, these elements
create an otherworldly
atmosphere, evoking the
vast steppes and the spirit of
Mongol warriors as well as
the headbanger's sense of
total freedom.

The music —voice very
much included —is aforce
of nature, All four members
— Temuulen ‘Temka' Naran-
baatar, Galbadrakh ‘Gala’
Tsendbaatar, Nvamjantsan
‘Jaya’ Galsanjamts, Enkh-
saikhan ‘Enkush’ Batjargal
—rumble-sing words that
celebrate courage, lovalty
and pride using metaphors
of wolves and nature.

Wolf Totem isan atavistic
anthem that in its rawness
and heaviness, becomes that
paradox —alife-affirming
dirge to human weakness. It
is nothing short of magnifi-
cent.

 Chat Room |

More Ways to
Decongest

Aproposthe Edit ‘Loosen the
Chokehold on our City Roads’
(Jul 6). Increased parking
charges could exacerbate
congestion inareas just out-
side and around the parking
site. Very often, people park in
these non-designated areas for
ashort while. MCD's proposal
to hikerates will result in
more people parking in unaut-
horised spots. To avoid de-
congestion, parkingrates
could incorporatea ¥ charge
for the first 15 minutes. It will
minimise parking in unautho-
rised spots and improve
traffic flow. This can be anot-
her option toconsiderto
decongest roads.

SAMARTHS RAJNAYAK
New Delhi
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CONTRAPUNTO

Without authority there is no liberty...
And if there are rights, there is an authority
to which we appeal for them

GK CHESTERTON

Tehran Twist

As religious conservatives ebb in Iran, it’s not
[ranian women alone who are taking hope

ﬁ re presidential elections in Iran free and fair? Hardly. A stark

tell is that instead of being selected by political parties,

candidates are tightly screened by a guardian council
beholden to the Ayatollah. But against this background, the
divergence in the twofinalists’ platforms was all the more striking.
The victory of reformist Masoud Pezeshkian means a great deal
more than afirst glance at Iran’s political system would suggest.

On domestic liberties | Shervin Hajipour, whose Baraye became
an anthem for anti-govt protests, has been sentenced to three
vears in prison. Pezeshkian’s campaign chose to play this song:
“Becauseof dancing in the street/ Because of fear while kissing/
Because of my sister, your sister, our sister.” In sharp contrast,
the defeated conservative advocates even stricter controls on
women, to “strengthen the sanctity of the institution of family™.
So, although Pezeshkian hasn’t gone as far as tocall for an end to
compulsory veiling, one real
change his election should
deliver is a climbdown of
morality police.

On foreign relations | On
the core national principle of
anti-Israelism, no shift has
been indicated by Pezeshkian.
Plus, there is no sign that the
ﬂydtﬁlldh will lﬂﬂsen hisfiercegriponmajor policy decisions. But
the world has taken note how Pezeshkian has admitted thatfixing
Iran’s economy needs lifting of US’s sanctions, which in turn
means resolving the standoff over its nuclear programme. Many
who have voted for him blame their own plight, such as having had
tosubstitute lamb with lentils, on their govt isolating their country.

On Indian interests | Iran has managed to ward off economic
collapse by increasing oil production and sales. Once the US waiver
allowing import of Iranian crude ended, India stopped buying it in
FY19. But in the yvears leading up to this, Iran was a big source of
crude oil for India, sometimes the third biggest, sometimes the
second biggest. Now, roughly 90% of Iranian crude goes to China.
An Iran-US detente would be good news for India and the world. Of
course, another election, Trump’s, could undo all Pezeshkian
movement in this direction.

Tank You, DRDO

The defence tech body’s light tank is good news.
But armoured units need much more
In a much needed break, India’s indigenous light tank has completed

the prototype development stage under Project Zorawar.

Developed by DRDO and L&T, the tank will now undergo an
array of trials before its induction into the military by 2027. Success
here is absolutely crucial in light of the ongoing standoff with
Chinaalong LAC.

For Himalavan punch | While Indian army has managed to
deploy some of its heavier Russian-origin tanks along the border
with China, this is not optimal. The T-90s and T-72s are mainly
geared for operations in plains and deserts, as they weigh 40-50
tonnes each. The indigenous light tank weighs around 25 tonnes.
Therefore, should they ace the trials, they will be ideally suited for
de plnﬂnent in the higher Himalayas.

A big tank problem | But this
will solve only a part of the tank
problem India faces. The army is
getting just 354 light tanks. The
bigger challenge is to replace and
upgrade the larger fleet of Russian-
origin tanks that are reaching the

- S end of their life cycles soon. The
army IJIHTIS to issue a Request For Proposal this year, with the aim
toproducel,770 Future Ready Combat Vehicles toreplace the T-72s
from 2030. This will be done in three stages if all goes to plan.
However, the army has 2,400 T-72s, and as per reports, it plans to
upgradeasignificant number of them with more powerfulengines
and better fire detection and suppression systems. But many of
these tanks won't be upgraded, creating a deficit in tank numbers
in the near future,

Seamless transition needed | Induction of new advanced tanks
and upgrade of old tanks must happen in perfect coordination. Sans
this, army’s firepower could see a serious shortfall. Given India’s
security challenges across two fronts, that's a very uncomfortable
position. News on Zorawar is welcome. Now focus on modernising
the bulk of India’s tank fleet.

All that extra baggage

Today’s airlines wouldn’t be able to handle vesterday’s trunks
Bikram Vohra

People have matching luggage thesedaysand it'sall sodelicate
and fashionable no wonder baggage handlers at airports have
fun breaking it. And I was thinking would the plane even take
off if the luggage of vesteryvear was to make a reappearance,
Big, black steel trunks with our names stencilled in white

’ paint with a solid chunk of alock rather than today’s tov locks
w1th keys s0 small and frail they bend when used. Those trunks held all our
fortune as school and college boarders and even the porter at the station was
hard pressed to carry them.

The trunks carried clothes, food, books, tuck made with mother’s love and
were always accompanied by a canvas holdall and that really held all. We
would unfold it on a train berth so it became a bed and invariably one shoe
stuffed in the top corner would self convert into hard pillows. Holdalls are

~ pure nostalgia. This generation has not seen even one. You could

m % put so much into the pouches and corners and it had these bold

thick leather straps that took some doing to hook. Yes indeed, our

luggage was robust, not this current namby pamby stuff made of

ticky tacky and looking just the same. One day, like someone had

castanevil spell onthem, both black trunks and holdalls simply disappeared,
never toreturn.

By the same token all the families we knew had a small mousy looking
attache case covered in a brown cloth that normally lay on top of the cupboard.
It was never used but just lay there gathering dust. Perhaps it contained
something important, perhaps it was empty but every home had at least
one...they probably still do. Go on, look up at the cupboard. Fathers would go
to work with what was called a leather file as opposed to a briefcase. It had a
handle, opened by the flap being unstrapped and had a magical quality
because we were forbidden from touching it. My grandfather had a
portmanteau with brass knuckles, the sort they carried onto the Titanic and
it took four people tocarry.

Thesedays they have the cheek to call their stuff personalluggage. Personal
luggage was in our time when every scratch, every stain, every mark had a
story behind it. We didn’t have to check baggage tags to recognise our luggage
like you see at airport carousels these dayvs. Folks picking up a suitcase
thinking it is theirs then dolefully putting it back. Give me a holdall any day, At
least I knew the shoes were in it.
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Why Modi’s In Moscow

Partly to troubleshoot problems in bilateral relationship. And to make sure Russia has some
influence on its strategic partner and India’s great adversary, China

Ajay Bisaria

When Modi and Putin sit for dinner in
Putin’s Moscow dacha tonight, they
will chew on a geopolitical and
bilateral context that has changed
dramatically since they broke roti
together in Delhi in 2021. The Ukraine
war that began in Feb 2022 not only delayed their
meeting but has also thrown up unprecedented
challenges and opportunities.

A layered partnership | Both Modi and Putin
are veterans of the annual bilateral summit, which sits
at the apex of a multi-lavered diplomatic architecture.
Putin has attended most of the 21 summit meetings since
2000, when he signed a strategic partnership agree-
ment with then PM Vajpayee. The adjectives ‘special
and privileged’ were added in 2010 to describe ties, to
reassure Russia of its continuing relevance for India
inthewake of the Indo-US civil nuclear deal.

For Modi, this is the eighth straight summit with
Putin. Both realise that given the nature of bureaucratic
structures on both sides, their annual meeting is vital
for troubleshooting problems and generating fresh
thinking. With the gap of three years, several crucial
issues have piled up on the high table.

Striking the right balance | While the ‘time-tested’ and
largelv state-driven relationship has robust strategic
pillars — defence, nuclear, space — trade had lagged. In
2014, at their first summit meeting, Modi and Putin
released a joint statement outlining their vision for
strengthening ties over a decade. With trade numbers
hovering under $10bn then, they set an ambitious
target for 2025 of $30bn of trade and $50bn of bilateral
investments. Trade has surged in the last couple of
vears to more than double the target, achieving an
all-time high of around $66bn (with India’s imports
around $62bn) in fiscal 2024, thanks to imports of
discounted petroleum, fertilisers and coal.

With this problem of plenty, both Modi and Putin
will need to discuss ways of fixing the skewed trade
balance. They will seek pathways for Russian
companiestonavigate Western sanctions and use local
currencies to invest surpluses in India, to try and
reachthetarget of $50bn of bilateral investments, from
the current level of $33bn.

Powering up | The import of discounted petroleum
deepens an energv partnership that includes the
Kudankulam nuclear park, which is already supplying

2,000 MW of energy, with 4,000 MW of reactor capacity
in the pipeline. Russia is the only external partner
delivering nuclear energyv on the ground and will offer
more reactors.

The defence relationship remains crucial as
India’s dependence on Russia for platforms and

munitions continues. Despite the steady diversification
into other defence partners like US, France, South
Koreaand Israel, coupled with an ambitious domestic
manufacturing programme, Russia still offers a
competitive edge in several niches of critical defence
technology. It will remain an important partner for a

few more decades, given India’s purchase of platforms
like the 5-400 air defence system, newer frigates, joint
production of BrahMosmissiles, anuclear submarine
programme and the requirement of spare parts for
older acquisitions.

Changing world order | For New Delhi, Moscow will
remain an important strategic, defence and energy
partner. India’s historical investments in the Russia
relationshipdonot just make for a ‘legacy factor’, they
are essential to sustain defence preparedness, to
ensure an alternative source for energy and technology;
and even to serve as a geopolitical hedge in a world
between orders.

Indeed, while the bilateral plate is full, geopolitics
will not be checked at the door. The world has changed
critically since the last summit. Russia is at war,
another dangerous conflict is on in Gaza, while
Chinese belligerence has not lessened. Putin met Xi
twice in the last two months and, with bilateral trade
over $240bn, exulted that Russia-China ‘no limits’ ties
were experiencing their “best period in history™.

China challenge | For India, the single-most critical
strategic challenge is China’s expansionism at its
borders. It will tend to look at all its relationships
through that prism. The China factor makes for an
additional driver for India's engagement not just
with China'sstrongestglobal competitor, US, butalso
with its closest ally, Russia. Both India and Russia
recognise the other’s interest in engaging a geopolitical
adversary. Russia acknowledges that US may be a
closer partner for India, just as India sees Russia’s
compulsions in its tight embrace of China. Yet, India
would hope that Russian influence would modulate
Chinese behaviour.

Theendgameof the Ukraine war will nodoubt figure
in the conversation, particularly in the context of
Putin’s recent offer of a conditional ceasefire timed to
the Swiss-Ukrainian summit, which Modi did not
attend. Putin has an upper hand in the war and might
await Trump in White House to push through a ceasefire
dealon hisown terms. And India mayv be theonly major
West-friendly democracy that can encourage, if not
facilitate, Putin on the path to dialogue.

Modiand Putin have an excellent personal chemistry;
growingsince their first summit a decade ago. This will
fuel their engagement at the start of their new terms.
The Moscow meetings will be an opportunity to
reaffirmfaith inthisenduring relationship, as Modi3.0
navigates the complexities of a world in flux.

The writer isa former diplomat

If Govts Really Cared, Hathrases Wouldn’t Happen

Stampede-like crowding is an Indian s

aple, Jagannath yatra is the latest example. Smoothly run

events are exceptions. NDMA has a list of to-dos on crowd control. No administration follows it

Nandita.Sengupta @timesofindia.com

Within hours of the two-day Jagannath
rath vatrain Puristarting tocover its 3km
journey, there was news of a “stampede-
like” situation, some reports suggesting
adeath and peoplecritically injured. The
vatra is expected to attract 10L devotees.
Police and paramilitary are focusing on 50 vulnerable
points for bottlenecks and crowd surges. Because this
yvatra comes a week after the Hathras stampede that killed
121 people at a Dalit gathering of reportedly 2.5L people,
administration has been particularly testy

Again and again, it's the same story Back in Hathras,
there'slittletosuggestlessonsarebeinglearnt. There's
nothing to suggest district authorities even believe
they're as accountable as organisers for failing to
recognise potential hazards of such a mass in their
jurisdiction. The questions ask themselves.

Arelocal authoritiestrained enough tospot probable
accidents ascrowds swell? Do they have the resources or
capacity for crowd control? Was there an SOP in place
for crowds spilling beyond ‘permission™ Where were
people congregated? Did authorities not notice the single
exit/entrance? Was the crowd compartmented into
seatingareas? How many policearerequired to handle a
surge? Where would they come from? These obvious
questions are being asked post-mortem. They should've
been asked pre-event - before permission was given.

That is the crux of crowd management. Planning.
Preventive measures. Pre-event steps.

Plans on paper | There've been at least three inquiry
committees into stampedes that made conerete proposals.
But to quote Hegel, “We learn from history that we do
notlearnfromhistory” India isbursting with potential
for stampedes. City crowds, suburban rail daily
passengers, Howrah and Thane, discount days in malls
-areeveryvday a stumble away from a crush.

To address “recurring stampedes”, and “tvpically
ad hoc responses”, NDMA in 2014 released a 95-page
document, currently a paper tiger, to “professionalise

crowd management”. The National Guide on Crowd
Management was specifically meant “for all levels of
governance” in states, to move from “crowd control to
crowd management”. Its applicability was for any
gathering: religious, yvouth fests, sports and music
events, political, even “product promotion”.

It talks of pitfalls and SOPs, underestimation of
crowds and overselling of tickets, insufficient holding
area in front of entrances and need for observation towers
with PA systems. It details clearly identified tasks, and
p-ulicea role including “adequate publicity on security”,
ensuring no collision of inward- Dutbmundhmnanuaﬁ"lc

Who's monitoring this crowd?

Who owns public safety | Religious gatherings and
pilgrimages have been venues for 79% of the stampedes
in India. Accountability is slipperv. Blame is bouncy.
State seldom holds itself responsible.

A stampede in Andhra during an event, Godavari
Pushkaram(Naidu's promotion of Brand Godavari), in
July 2015 killed 29 people. An inquiry committee said:
“AP govt started a high-decibel media campaign...
assumed the role of a religious organisation...people
..were welcomed in large numbers.” It went on to
reason that “undue and unwarranted publicity™ may
have “caused the huge gathering”. It concluded that
since the injured were medically treated and

compensation paid, “the Pushkarams had ended on a
happy note to the satisfaction of all.”

Butthat'snotwhatCalcutta HC said inararecase of
a stampede victim moving court. Ahead of a cricket
match at Kolkata's Eden Gardens in 1969, in a stampede
during ticket sales, a16-vear-old was trampled. Doctors
concluded in 1984 his condition post-stampede was
“incurable and he'd have to live on medicines for the
restof hislife”. Thetwodefendants, govt and organiser,
passed the ball one to the other throughout the hearings,
but court was clear it was “an act of omission” by the
state. That “permission” to an event made the state
liable, that both govt and organisers were “liable in
negligence for breach of their lawful duties™.

There areof course exceptions where administrations
are very serious about crowd control. Like Jagannath
vatra, Kumbh stands tall in its crowd management, asdo
Vaishno Deviand Tirupati. Stampedes still happen, but
crowd management ensures casualties are minimised,
aid and evacuation made available instantly

That ‘stampede-like’ matter | Challenge isof administra-
tion's mindset. At Jagannath yatra last year, a woman
tripped, triggering what was reported as a “stampede-
like" situation. At least 14 were injured, and treated at the
district hospital. Such “stampede-like” situations across
India are routine, and not just during religious activity

Who really bothered with the “stampede-like”
situation outside Wankhede stadium during Team
India’s mammoth celebratory rally? Or the “stampede-
like™ throng at a UP poll campaign rally in May, or the
one at Thane station, also in May, when a dust-storm
delaved train services, leading to a pile-up on
platforms. Stampedes are averted every day by a
whisker and a phew Administration and police simply
throw their hands up.

A thin line separates stampede-like from stampede.
It’s not a law and order situation. Crowd management
is administrative responsibility, like traffic. State
capacity isanaemic. In the Hathras case, the issue isn't
about the virtues and vices of organisers. It's about
state notrecognising its weak links.
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The Three Important Definitions Of Yog

KVS Rao

The word ‘vog' isderived from the
Sanskrit root ‘“yuj’, which means
‘tojoin’, ‘to yvoke’, or ‘to unite’.
Thereare two different ways to

understand yog. On one hand, it is seen
as theunion of the individual soul with
the universal Soul. Here, it is cut off
from the material world and irrelevant
to our daily lives. On the other hand, it is
interpreted as purely physical, the Hath

demonstrated by the conscious
non-operation of the vibrational modes
of the mento-emotional energy. In
simple terms, it is the ability to control
our thought processes. Yog recognises
that the mind is central to our life,
behaviour and actions. Mind decides
the route of our life. Either we

control the mind, or we get
controlled by it. In our practical
life, the mind is neither

calm nor peaceful. If it is 22

i

Krishn knows that we have many
reasons to justify the performance or
non-performance of our tasks. Either
we are diffident and confused or
overconfident, which affects our focus
on such tasks. Often, we ignore our
mandatory duties due to our emotional

make-up or moods. Keeping aside our
emotions, feelings and perceptions,
if we can perform ourtasks
%,’;, perfectly and to the best of
saas ourabilities, thenitis

outcomes. If wefail, we abandon our
duty or perform reluctantly, Oreven
when we succeed, we rejoice so much
that wedelay performing the next task.
So, our leanings towards dualities of
life - success and failure, gain and loss,
pleasure and pain, praise and insult -
determine our decision toact ornot to
act. Consistency in performing our
duties is possible only when we go
bevond these dualities, not abandoning
actions but accepting all situations with

Yog. This only gives us a narrow glimpse reined in, the purpose of "% nothingshortof yog. astable mind.
of actual vog. yog islargely achieved. The third definition is If we examine these three
Comprehending vog in these ways The Bhagwad Gita has ‘Samatvam voga uchvate’ definitions together, we find that vog is

makes us miss the essence of the purpose

the second and third

THE SFEAI{IHG TREE (2.48). [t means that being

performing our tasks skilfully karm vog,

and goal of yogand its philosophy. Here
arethree definitions of vog derived
from our scriptures to helpus
understand itsreal meaning. First is
Patanjall’s Yog Sutras—"Yogah cittavrtti
nirodha’(1.2). The skill of voga is

definitions. Krishn, while

trying toremind Arjun of hisduty, says
“Yogah Karmasu Kaushalam'{2.50). It
means that excellence in action is vog.
Meaning skill or pertection; discharging
our work with full concentration.

~ steadfast in performing our
duty by abandoning attachment to
outcomes such as success and failure,
such equanimity is called vog. Weare
generally not consistent in performing

our duties as we are influenced by their

with a concentrated mind, dhyan vog and
not be attached to the outcomes, inana
vog. If we canachievethis, then we are
surely moving in the right direction, that
is, to suceeed in uniting our individual
soul with the universal Soul.




06

Che Cribune

ESTABLISHED IN 1881

Put S+4 policy onhold

Haryana must not disregard public concerns

HE Haryana Government's fresh approval

to the construction of stilt-plus-four floors

(S+4) in residential areas is both flawed

and imprecige. Concerns are being raised

over the policy being pushed under pres-
sure of the builder lobby ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions. Degpite the inclusion of certain conditionsg, itis
increasingly clear that the policy doesn't serve the
public interest. And that the additional, excessive bur-
den on infrastructure and civic amenities adds to
already grave environmental risks and puts neigh-
bours in conflict situations. The voices of opposition
are articulating a key, grave concern, which is that
rampant apartmentalisation is a recipe for an urban
dvstopia. Comparisons are being drawn with the old-
er sectors of Gurugram, where residents have been
left struggling to get fresh air and sunlight.

A ban was imposed on S 44 constructions in Febru-
ary last year, following protests in Panchkula over mis-
use and rampant commercialisation of residential
gpace. Several instances of additional floors being built
aon houses with the weight-bearing capacity of only two
floors had come to light. The government now insists
that the new compulsory mutual consent agreement
with adjoining plot allottees addresses the concern of
gtructural compromise. Moreover, it claims, the sale of
an extra fourth floor — since three floors are already
allowed —will help those still unable to purchase hous-
es due to exorbitant property rates.

But the outery from Haryana's several cities is a
measure of concern, especially since the government
has chosen to disregard some key recommendations of
the expert panel That has generated an avoidable lack
of trust. In its present form, it is clear the negatives far
outweigh the positives. Harvana must put the imple-
mentation of the policy immediately on hold.

Breaking point

Address cops’ grievances on priority

HE revelation that seven police officers of
Haryana have sought demotion due tostress-
related allments underscores a profound cri-
sisin the state's law enforcement setup. The
applications, detalling struggles with depres-
gion, hypertension and other health issues, paint a grim
picture of the working conditions of the police persormel.
Their plea for relinquishing future claims to seniority
and career progression sums up their desperation. The
Haryana Police have a sanctioned strength of 70,000 per-
sonnel, but there are only around 50,000 cops on duty.
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UK's diplomatic reset on the cards

From India’s perspective, the Labour govt's approach to China will be of particular interest

1|

NAVTEJ SARNA
FORMER HIGH COMMISSIONER
OF INDIA TO THE UK

HE United Kingdom's

(UK} new Forapn Sec-

retary. David Lammy,

has had sufficeent time

to think things
through. As the Shadow Foreign
Secretary  since 2021, he has
clocked nearky S0visits abroad and
watched the erosion of Britain's
global standing, largely as a conse-
guence of a messy Brexat a slug-
gish economy and unprecedented
political instability over 14 vearsof
Conservativerule. He aims to tum
things around, primarily through a
reset on the UK's approach
towands Europe, dimate and the
Global South, while managing
what he cannot reset Lammy's
approach, defined as ‘progressive
realism’, is inspired by two of his
Labour predecessors — Ernest
Bevinand Robin Cook, oneahard-
nosed post-War realist who helped
kick-start NATO and the other a
proponent of an ‘ethical’ foreign
policy. Deploying this doctrine,
Lammy would seek o promote
Bntain's national interests while
recapturing prominence in global
govermance and intermational
development.

The present turbulent intema-
tional landscape provides enough
challenges to test any doctrine.
Conflicts in Ukrai neand West Asia
are not going away. In fact, the
[srael-Herhollah confrontation is
dangemusly close to triggenng a
wider escalation. A primly deter-
mined Russia and an aggressive
China have ensured that preat
power rivalry 15 here to stay in a
world where the ‘nule-based inter-
national hberal order’ 15 an obso-
lete shibboleth, A deeply polaris-
ing presidential election in the US
could throw its own set of wrench-
es into the works, particulady if
Donald Trump returns to the

MEW GONT: British PM Keir Starmer (left) with Foreign Secretary David Lammy. REUTERS

White House. Climate, trade,
migration, technological divide
Global South  demand agile
engagement.  Objective oone
strmints, resource  crunches,
domestic compulsions and an
nstinctive alipnment with the Us
in all situations will instil realism.

Labour 15 determined to sta-
bilise the UK's relationship with
Eumpe, particularly through bet-
ter trade and security ties. Euro-
pean leaders will have time for
Keir Starmer; they had tuned off
the Tory Prime Ministers afterthe
shenanigans that accompanied
‘vetting Breaat done'. The Thth
anniversary NATO summit this
week could see the new PM spell
out the UK's strong support for
Ukraine and the need for a strong
trans-Atlantic relationship. Ironi-
cally, the same relationship could
flounder with a second Trump
termn and put Brtain in a spot six
manths from now, Later this
maonth, the UK will host the sum-
mit of the 47-member European
Political Community {which
mterestingly indudes Georgia
and Arerbaijan). Trade, immigra-
tion, security and defence are
expected to be in Starmer's talk-
ing points, though any return to
the European Union( ELT), a smgle
market or even a customs union
has been ruled out.

Labour is determined
to stabilise the UKs
relationship with
Europe, particularly
through better trade
and security ties.

Fromsouth Block's perspective,
the UK's approach to China —
marked by confused ambvalence
dunng the Tory penod —will be of
patticular interest. The decade
2010-20 saw a lovefest between the
two countries, with David
Cameron and his Chancellor
George Osbarne, being the stamry-
eved poster boys of this relation-
ship, The highpoint came, 5o char
acteristically for Bntain, in a pub
with a half-mocking Xi Jnping
dnnking beer and eating fish and
chips with Cameron. Things
changed after the pandemic as
widespread security concerns,
inchuding n the Huawel 5G case,
emerged and the USChina rela-
tions soured. Since then, the
Bntish povernment has tned to
Jugele its security concerns and its
economic engagement, but this
approach lacks darity and consis-
tency. Lammy has promised a‘full

audit acmossWhitehall'. Thas andit,
however is unlikely to provide any
dramatic way out of the funda-
mental quandary: China, despite
its assertive behaviour, 1s a major
matket forthe UK acntical souree
of imponts and a potential partner
for addressing global problems
like climate change and technolog-
wal govemance, US pressure to
dign on China is only likely to
mcrease no matter who reaches
the White House

Meanwhile, the new govem-
ment has the three Cs mantra:
cooperate where we can, compete
where we need to and challenpge
where we must. This mantra will
somn beunder stress as the TR wall
hive to decide whether it will jan
the EU, US and Canadain probing
massive subsidies extended by
China to its dectnc vehicles now
flonding foreign markets.
Increased tanffs following the
probewould invariably attract Chi-
nese retaliation and go against
Labour's growth promise,

A related matter is the UK's
tilt’ towards the Indo-Pacific
both for secunty and economic
concerns, This tilt, its mitial amb-
tion already modemted by the
Thries, was eadter criticised by
Labour since it could take away
resources from Europe, But
Labour, too, has now accepted its
strategic logic, and it remains tobe

seen how the new govemment
can build on the early steps
towands defence diplomacy and
deplovments in the region, partic-
pation in the AITKUS (a trilateral
security partnership for the Indo-
Pacific repon between Austmha,
the UK and theUs), dialogue part-
nership with ASEAN and mem-
bership of the Comprehensme
and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership,
Enhanced Indo-Pacific engage-
ment oould lead to doser strategic
link sbetween India and the UK in
mantime secunty on the pattern
of India-US relations. In geostrate-
gic terms, it would mean that the
sun has finally set on the ‘golden
era’ of Sino-British relations.

The new government has so far
been unequivocally positive on
the India relationship. It has stat-
ed its clearintention to vigoroushy
pursue the India-UK Free Trade
Agreement to anearly conclusion.
Complhicated issues of mobality
and migration, market access as
well as non-tariff barners, inchud-
mg labour envimonmental and
phytosanitary  standands, wall
need to be overcome in the nego-
tiations. Other areas dentified for
deeper cooperation incude secu-
nty. education, technology and oi-
mate change. A roadmap for the
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership already esasts, It needsan
imagimative follow-up.

Shadow Cabinet members,
meluding Lammy, have recently
visited India and made flattenng
references to it as a ‘superpower’
and the “future of Asia, the future
of the English lanpuage. .. andthe
future of democracy itself”. The
new govermnment is dearly going
theextramile to blunt, if not erase,
unpleasant memones of the trou-
bled redations that Labour has had
withthe Indian governmentin the
past. Starmer’'s message to India
that this “is achan ged Labour par-
tv" would mply that Labour is
prepared o cast aside the Pak-
istan prism when look ing at India
and wouild be prepared to prevent
with astrong hand any attemptby
extremist dements or dmasive
diasporie politics to mock the boat.
This pudding should soon be
available for tasting,

This shortfall puts an enormous strain on the force. Cops
are expected to perform ther duties under tough condi-
tions, conducting investigations, maintaining law and
arder and fulfilling numerous additional responsibilities,
The situation is aggravated by the madequate pay and
the failure to implement the recommended reforms.

Reports fromotherstates validate this distressing sce-
nario. In Maharashtra, cops have been working extend-
ed hours without adequate rest. In Uttar Pradesh, the
police have faced complaints of overwork, with officers
reporting burnout and psychological distress. The Indi-
an Police Foundation has highlighted the urgent need for
comprehensive reforms toaddressthese systemic issues,
emphasising better staffing, improved working condi-
tions and mental health support for personnel

The cops, who dedicate themselves to public safety,
deserve better support, fair compensation and a work
environment that safeguards theirwellbeing. State gov-
ernments and police authorities must address these
issues pramptly. Implementing the Supreme Court's
directives and palice commissions’ recommendations
for reforms is essential. The recruitment process must
be expedited to relieve the pressure on the staff. Ignor-
ing the cries for help will further demoralize the farce.
Those whose job is to protect us must be protected from
debilitating stress and strain.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.

LAHORE, TUESDAY, JULY 8, 1924

The Congress programme

WE do not enow if Mr Asaf’ Ali gave his interview, of which a tele-
graphic report appeared in our last issue, before or after the publi-
cation of Mahatmag's two articles on the Ahmedabad meeting of
the All India Congress Committee, It is certainly no easy thing to
reconcile the most important of his concdusions, that regarding the
revelation of Mahatma Gandhi's mind. with what the Mahatma
has told us himself. “The Mahatma" he said, “has proved himself a
practical idealist. Those who had begun to look upon the old pro-
grarmme of the quintuple boveott as the Law of the Medes and the
Persiansmust nowsee its plastioty” Ifthese words mean anything,
they mean thatthe Mahatmahas not only voluntarily but ungrudg-
ngly accepted the changes in the Congress programme which cir-
cumstances forced upon him at Ahmedabad. We wish wath all our
heart that this were true. Unhappily, a perusal of the Mahatma's
two aricles can leave no doubt in one's mind that it isnot so. That
the acceptance of the changes was voluntary goes without saying,
indeed, in their final stages, they were made at the instance of the
Mahatma himself. But so far from the acceptance being ungrudg-
g, the Mahatma has told us in the clearest possible terms that he
is only biding his time, that the most important and urgent task he
has placed before himselfisto obtain, of course, by perdfectly fairand
legitimate means, such a majonty in his favour as to be able to
restorehis old programmein its entirety. It is worse than self-decep-
tion for those who, ke Mr AlL are convineed of the supreme desir-
ability of changing the old programme to blink this fact, instead of
faring 1t manfully as it ought to be faced.

Cash shortfall and
shockingrecovery

SVVENUGOPALAN

phone call at the office of our bank union from

the branch in Chennai, The cashier had reported
a shortfall of Es 10,000. On checking and rechecking
everything, the denominations of currency notes
recorded on the backside of the cheque slip had led
them to zeroin on a payment made to a particular cus-
tomer The new office assistant of the customer con-
cerned, an adolescent boy, had collected that payvment.
Hewas summoned by the branch manager for question-
ing. The branch staff told me that the lad reacted angri-
Iy on being targeted for the shortfall. He mamtained
that he had received the exact amount. While seeking
our assistance, the staffers told me that they had
informed the local police authorities.

I rushed to the branch. As I entered, the boy, at the
sight of a man in uniform approaching him, had just
started confessing that, indeed, an excess payment
of Rs 10,000 had been made to him. But the puzzle
was far from solved. He had handed the cheque
amount to his employer and kept the rest with him.
The manager asked him to return that immediately
g0 that he could be let off without anv complication.
The boy stood calm and would not say anvthing on
the whereabouts of the money.

It took 15 minutes of grilling before he eventually
revealed that he had paid the money to his sister,
who was employed in a private company. A team of
the staff took him in a vehicle to his sister's resi-
dence. It was well past 10 by then. When they
knocked on the door, the sister’s husband came out
and was shocked tofind 5o many people at that hour.
He called his wife outside; initially, she denied that
her brother had given her money. When her husband
raised his voice, asking her to tell the truth, she
admitted that the boy had indeed visited her at her
office and given the said amount with a request to
keep it safe. Where was the money, then?

she broke down and told us that she had placed it
in her tiffin box and kept it in a cupboard at her
office. The team swiftly moved to the residence of
the company’s proprietor, who was kind enough to
send the keys of his office premises through his
assistant. The tffin box was found in the said place
and the amount quickly recovered.

It was around midnight when the affair came to asatis-
factory conclusion; otherwise, the shortfall would have
proved costly for the cashier. But the web of Lies spun by
the brother-sister duo left us shocked.

r]:"‘l HIRTY wyears ago, Ireceived a late-evening

The Labour Party is a moral crusade or it is nothing. — Haroldwilson

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Pappu pass ho gaya
Refer to ‘Kya Poppu passhogaya’ (The Great
Game); Rahul Gandhi, once mocked by the BJP
has cleared the people's test. His address in
Parhiament, invoking Hinduwism's mdusive
spirit, wasa breath of fresh air Mahua Moitra's
fiery speech asserted freedom from fear, a new
leitmotif for India. The BIE, no longer in major-
ity is on the back foot. Chandrababu Naidu and
Nitish Kumar, allies ofthe BIE are demanding
their pound of flesh from the Centre. The gov-
ernment can no longer ride roughshod over an
empowered Opposttion. The people have spo-
ken, and it is time for the BJP to listen. Rahul
Gandhi must keep up the pressure. India has
changed, and the em of majoritarian domi-
nance 15 over. The era of democratic dialogue
has bepun, and the government must pay
attention to the Opposition voices,
SARGUNPREET KAUR, MOHALI

Opposition yet to deliver
Apropos of ‘Kya Peppu pass hogaya'; it is the
Indian voters that deserve credit for the elec-
toral success of the INDI alliance, not leaders of
the Opposition bloe. While the electorate has
revived the Opposition by handing it big wins,
the leaders are vet to retum the favour by con-
tributing to the prowth and progress of the
nation. Most parties in India reek of dynastie
politics. Until recently, it seemed like Rahul
Gandhi harboured prime ministerial ambitions
just because he comes from a political family
with members who have held the post. But the
Gandhi scionhas finally made his presence felt
in the political landscape of late, thanks to his
outreach to the masses through his Bharat Jodo
Yatra and Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra.

DEVINDER K BHANDARI, CHAMD IGARH

Open debate a must in democracy
Rahul Gandhi's maiden speech in the 18th Lok

=Sabha has helped him bury his reputation as a
leader who could not be taken seriously. He 1s no
longer ‘Pappu’, as he has long been pejoratively
called by his detractors. It is inspiring to see a
buoyant Opposition take the ruling dispensation
to task over 1ssues confronting thenation. Led by
Rahul, the Opposition has done well to press the
party in power on paper leaks and iregularties
that have mised questions about the integrity of
exams in the country. PM Narendra Modi also

delivered a befitting counter to Rahul with his
“balak buddhi’ dig. A vigorous debate is a must
for a vibrant democracy:

M SOMASEKHAR PRASAD, HYDERABAD

A criminal lapse that cost lives
The death of more than 120 people in a stam-
pede in Hathras during a’satsang’ orgamsed
by a self-styled godman, Bhole Baba, is trag-
ic. Reportedly. over 2.5 lakh people had
assembled in the venue that was meant for
merely 80,000. The stampede was apparently
triggered as acrowd of devotees scrambled to
collect the dust stirred up by Bhole Baba's
car as he was leaving. The godman did not
even bother to offer assistance to the injured.
Local authorities must not allow such events
unless there are adequate security arrange-
ments in place and an ambulance on standby
in case of an emergency.

THARCIUS 5 FERNANDO, CHENMAI

Bring those responsible to book
Refer to the editorial ‘Learn from
tragedies’; every mishap needs to be thor-
oughly investigated to identify administra-
tive lapses and fix responsibility. This would
be a major step towards ensuring justice
and preventing similar mishaps. The death
of over 120 people in a stampede in Hathras
is an irreparable loss for their kin. Bhole
Baba, who hosted the religious gathering,
did not even bother to ensure proper
arrangements for crowd management.
Those responsible for the preventable loss
of hves must be brought to book.

YUGAL KISHORE SHARMA , FARIDABAD

Restrict religious gatherings

More than 120 lives were snuffed out as a
ruckus broke out at a religious gathering in
UP's Hathras. A time-bound probe into the
matter 15 in order to fix accountability. Fur-
ther, lessons should be drawn from the
tragedy to avert a repeat of such mishaps.
Organising events in a staggered manner
can help prevent overcrowding. It is time to
stop allowing religious congregations in
public places altogether. Religion is some-
thing that should be practised within the
four walls of one's house,

SUDERSHAM WALIA, AMRITSAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-4word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemall.com
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National Security Adviser
Jake Sullivan have good rela-
tions with their Indian coun-
terparts, 5 Jaishankar and
At Doval, respectively
These relationships are cru-
aal for smooth ties between
New Delhi and Washington.
The next Foreipn Secretary,
Vikram Misri, has served in
the US and China and iswell
positioned to deal skalfully
with both nations. It is clear

OPED
India-US relatlons growmg despite rough edges

trade relations with the EU
imbalanced. The EU
acknowledges that China
does not operate on a level
plaving field. There 15 EU
concern at the growingly
close relations between
Beijing and Moscow. While
the EU acts largely as a jun-
wr partner of the US on
security issues, it is highly
unlikely to assist or join
any foreign power facing

to take over the operation of
the Sittwe port. India’s pact
with Iran to develop the
Chabahar port givesit access
to Afrhanistan and Central
Asia, bypassing Pakistan.
There is a keen interest
internationally in the role of
the Indian Navy following
the outbreak of the Israel-
Hamas conflict. Over the
past six months, Indian
naval ships have guarded

ILE elec- that the primary focus of Chinese aggression, unless  the safety of shipping lines

tions mn India's polices will be on | it 15 backed by the US. The  across the Gulf of Aden and

India have building a strong and | EU ecountries could, howey-  adjoining areas in the Ara-

resulted in  peaceful neighbourhood, er, join the US diplomati- bian Sea and the East Coast

the forma- primarily extending from o cally in situations where of Somalia. The Gaza con-

tion of a coalition povernment  the Strait of Malacea to the they face direct pressure flict has triggered massive
led by Prime Minister Naren-  oil-rich Strait of Hormuz. 'i!- from Washington. violence and international
dra Modi, the US presidential While Trump, quite evident- Asian countries facing Chi- outrage. India has skilfully
election campaign has trig- Iy hasa good rapport with PM Iv- 2 nese hostility can esxpect vir-  avoided getting involved 1n

gered confusion. There has

Modi, the same cannot be

FOCUS: India's res ponse to China's gi'{:wngpmuerls I:lElngsﬁEznthmughﬂ'le prismof its ties withthe US. aa

tually nothing from the EU

this conflict. In the mean-

never been any love lost  said for Biden It is apparent without American support. time, New Delhi has
between the top contenders  that Biden was responsible  the passage of time. India's power centres amid growing  especially when theygetinto remained focused on the
— President Joe Biden and  for the recent State Depart-  melations with the UK are, India-1I5 ties. There is an  aconfhet stuation with Chy  Gulf  countries, where

his predecessor Donald ment statement that meanwhile, now marked by mereasing focusonhowIndia na. It needs to be remem-  around 88 lakh Indians hive
Trump. Biden had, after all, expressed concern about bipartisan support and grow- responds tothe prowing pow-  bered that itis Indiathat has  and work, with the larpest
prevalled over Trump in the human nghts n India. The ingtieswith both Labour and er of China in its relations provided BrahMos missiles number residing in the

2020 election, The world has
seen a medically unfit Biden
laving bare his frailies m a
televised nationwide debate
with Trump. Large sections of
the US public appear aghast
at the health of ther Press
dent. Moreover, the neutrality
of the US Supreme Court in
the run-up to the election
appears questionable,

The current indications are

department asserted: *In
India, we see a concerning
merease in antiFconversion
liws, hate speech, demoli
tions of homes and places of
worship for members of
minority faith commumties”,
Not surprisingly, PM Modi is
headed for Moscow for a
meeting with Russian Presi-
dent Vliadimir Putin, who has
been not only friendly and

Conservative parties. A simi-
lar view prevails in Eumope,
with both France and Ger-
many set to iImprove ties with
India. France has remained a
reliable suppher of a range of
weapons, from Mirage 2000
fichters to frontline Rafale
jets, India has aequired 36
Rafale fighters, with orders
for a further 26 currently
under negotiations. This is

It is clear that the
primarytocus of
[ndias polices will

with countries acmoss the
world. This 1s particularly so
in India's neighbourhood,
where one can be sure that
Chinese power and influence
will inevitably seek to under-
mine India's national securi-
ty and economic interests.
The European Union (EU)
gees China ag a ‘partner’
for cooperation. But, at the
same time, it sees China as

tothe Philippines, which has
been facing territorial pres-
sures from China. But India
itself cannot lower its guard
when it comes to tensions
and uncertainties on its bor-
ders with China. DMore
importantly, China contin-
ues to woo India's South
Asian nelghbours with a
view to securing facilities to
berth its ships in South

UAE and Saudi Arabia.
There has been a conscious
effort to widen ties with
these countries, notably
Saudi Arabia and the UAE,
where a distinctly warm
relationship has been
developed with their rulers.
This is unquestionably the
most important region for
India in its neighbourhood.

One hopes that India will

that Biden may have towith-  helpful but has also invari-  apart from the earlier import adangerousrival. It asserts  AsianTndian Ocean ports. It continue to build onwhat it
draw from the contest or face  ably spoken with restrant  of submarines from France. h eon huﬂdﬂ]g q that China has become less  already has unfettered has achieved., while mak-
a defeat in the election. There  and respect for India. In the larger perspective, e open to the world, while access tothe Gwadar portin  ing it clear that it will act
appears very bittle prospect of Despite  these develop- another important factor to sron ]g dl ]d I-]L’H-E ':'hﬂ taking a more assertive Palkistan's Balochistan firmly on the China-Pak-
him winnmmg against Trump.  ments and ostensible differ- be bome in mind is how E]t‘ih‘lhi ]['.'!Ltl'h['lll[lt. posture abroad, by resort- province. China's attention  istan axis, which remains

In any case, Secretary of
State Antony Bhnken and

ences, the India-lTS relation-
ship has grown stron ger with

India's relations are being
calibrated with other global

ing to economic coercion.
China's policies make its

has for long been on Myan-
mar, where New Delhi is set

the strongest challenge to
India’s security.

Kargil lessons have relevance for the Agmpath ferment

PM had no choice but to oonstructive manner Rather  [AF Chief — Air Chief Mar-
i accept this ‘advice’; thus, than transparency, it 1s tena-  shal RKSBhadauria{who has
| the war came to an inglor- dous opadty and embmi  joined the BIP) — to support
> ous end for Rawalpindi, the dered obfuscationthatenvel- Agnipath. Asensitive nation-
3 General Headgquarters of the op major national security  al security 1ssueis becoming
‘ l. Pakistan army. policy decisions. a bitterly polarised political
While the war ended official- The Apnipath scheme to  blame game. This is danger-

— by on July 26, a day celebrated induct voung soldiers for alim- ous and avoidable.
C UDAY BHASKAR as Vijay Diwas by India, and ited fourvear period, unvelled  The Kargillessons that may
AR e which will in all probahility be in June 2022, is lllustrative of  be applied in the current fer-
packaged as a mega 2oth thiz trend. The scheme ment would be for the gov-
anniversary event this vear by acquired a highdegree of rde-  ernment tolower the temper-
ULY 415 a significant  the BJPled NDA government, vance in the 2024 General aturesin Parhament and end
date in the 1999 Kargil  the deeper import of the out- Election and has come into  the diatribe in the media,

War, marked by major
operational and politi-

cal events. It offers
portant cues for the Indi-
an higher defence manage-

come of the war and its con-
temporary relevance merit
recall and rummation to con-
textualise India’s curmrent
national security challenpes.

unsavoury political focus
Much to the discomfiture of
the Modi government, a major
ally — the JINU) — was the
first to voice s reservations

while assunng both the
Opposition and the aggrieved
atizenry that a de novo
resiew of the scheme by a
team of emment apolitical

ment edifice amid the cur- The 19&9 war ean be trian- DEEATABLE: TheAEJ‘npath.scl'reme-l.'las come-underscruting in the |:u:|I|t|{:aI and mlllt.ar'_l.-' spheres. # about the .sfjwme. Leader {1!’ experts wotlld be undertaken
rent challenpes — the pulated in different wayvs — the Opposition Rahul Gandhi  In a speedy manner

Agnipath scheme being for instance, the nuclear has accused the Defence Min- This is not the first time that
the most visible. shadow (both India and Pak- the sacrifice of precious report was tabled in Parlia-  ister of misleading Parbament  the government of the day has

Operationally, the capture
of Tiger Hill {16,608 £t} by
the Ghatak platoon of the
18 Grenadiers battalion was
a turning point for India;
the Pakistani military led
by Gen Pervezr Musharraf
knew that this was the
beginning of the end of a
feckless misadventure,

At the political level, then
Pakistan PM Nawazr Sharif
sought an unscheduled
urgent summit meeting
with US President Bill Clin-
ton in Washmgton DC; the
outecome was clear While
Sharif sought US interven-

istan had demonstrated their
nuelear weapon capability in
May 1998); or being the first
major conflict in the sub-con-
tinent after the end of the
Cold War m December 1991;
or the fact that Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was a caretaker
Prime Minister, But the most
sipnificant outocome of the
war, inmy view, was the man-
ner in which the BJP-led
NDA povernment encour-
aped an objective external
review of the fiasco by a
group of eminent experts.
The Kargil War was a tri-
umph of the indomitable

hives has to be framed
against the larger failure of
the higher defence leader-
ship of the country.

To his credit, then PM Vaj-
payee set up a committee
on July 29, 1999, headed by
defence studies expert K
Subrahmanyam, to review
the “events leading up to
the Pakistani aggression in
Karpil distriet of Ladakh in
Jammu & Kashmir; and to
recommend such measures
as are considered neces-
sary to safepuard national
security against  such
armed mtrusions.”

The govt has fielded
alormer IAF Chief
to support the
Agnipath scheme.
A sensitive national
security 1ssue is

ment on February 23, 2000
Soon after, the report was
published as a book and
released in the public domam
with some parts redacted.
Kargil- 1999 exuded a degree
of transparency and intro-
spection that still eludes the
ill-fated October 1962 debacle
at the hands of China. Suc-
cessive  Pnme  Ministers,
from Nehru to Modi, have not
mustered the resolve to place
the Henderson-Brooks
report in the public domain,
though pirated versions
abound in cyberspace.
Thday, 25 years later; itis a

on the matter

A cormosive political shupgtest
15 gathering momentum, and
former Service Chiefs have
been brought into the social
media kerfuffle. A former
Army Chief, Gen Manoj Nara-
vane, m his yet-to-be-pub-
lished book, referred to a mod-
est pilot scheme proposal
mooted by the Army being
tmnsiommed by the PMO into
a rmadical mega recruitment
template to tnm the pension
hill. Bvo former naval chiefs
(Admirals Arun Pmakash and
KB Singh) have made public
their observations about the

sought to review recruitment
policies. Previous reports pre-
pared by Lt Genemls K
Balaram and Harwant Singh
can be re-examined.

In its epilopue, the KRC not-
ed that “the Committese has
after very wide interaction
sign-posted directions along
the path to peace, ensuring
progress, development and
stabibty of the nation. How
exactly the country should
proceed o refashion its Secu-
nty-Intelligence-Development
shield to meet the challen ge of
the 21stcenturyis for the Gov-
emment. Padiamentand pub-

tion to restrain India, Clin- fighting spirit and valour of In a rare and commendable i][‘L‘[ M1 “5‘1' a matter of shame that manyvof inadequacies of the scheme lie opinion to determine.
ton's message was firm:  the Indian soldier. and the manner the Kargil Review 1 i, 1 _"l. G l the major recommendations  andwhat they pereetvedas fis-  There is no tuming away from
Pakistani troops had towith-  capture of Tiger Hill and  Committee(KRC) completed  POIATISE O POLIOCA made by the KRC have nei-  calcompulsions for the hastily  that responsibility.”

draw to their old positions Tololing are illustrative. its task in mid-December hlﬂ.]]][‘f‘ oaImne ther beendelibermted uponin - launched programme. The government must rise to
behind the Line of Control. This gallantry is to be 1999 — a month ahead of = ) Parliament nor in select com- Predictably, the Modi gov-  this challenge in an empathet-
The beleaguered Pakistan recalled and cherished, but  schedule — and the Kargil mittees in an informed and  emment has fielded aformer i and purposeful manner

O7

SATURDAY'S SOLUTION SUMSET:  MOMDAY 1527 HES
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1 Lacking enthusiasm (4-7) 2 Vigilant (5} 7 5 REWE ; : T Tolels CITY MAX MIN
] 9 Partly cover (7) 3 Enclosune for sheep (4) : Chandigarh | 36 97
10 Sum (5) 4 Make use of (6) 6 7 3 4 T|2|514(9|3|1|6|8 Now Bl = 56
11 Detest (4) 5 Introduce economies (8) 6| 7[(312|8/4]9[5][1 .
12 A culinary herb (8) 6 Obtain with difficulty (7) 1 g 4 | 5( BT |1T|9]|6|2]|3 'b'mnt_sar 32 26
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Liberals a the helm

With the Labour Party’s victory in the UK, India can
anticipate a more favorable stance and pro-India policies

Keir Starmer is back with a landslide victory in the recently held elections in the

After remaining out of power for more than a decade, the Labour Party led by

UK. Prime Minister Modi was among the first to congratulate Prime Minister Keir
and both leaders agreed to work towards more vigour for FTA and strengthening the
ties between the two countries. Indeed, it is a big shift in UK politics and many poli-
cies and initiatives would be at a stark departure from the previous dispensation. This
shift holds great significance, given the Labour Party's decisive victory over the
Conservatives in the recent general elections. This change in governance marks a new
chapter in the UK's domestic and international policy. For countries like India, with deep
historical, economic, and diplomatic ties to the UK, this transition could bring about
notable changes. The evolving dynamics of UK-India relations under the new Liberal
government could influence various sectors, including trade, education, technology,

Locals cross a flooded area on a boat, in Balimuk village of Morigaon district

ic reform.

and immigration. The Labour Party's victory signifies
a substantial shift in British politics. The Labour Party
is known to be liberal, traditionally more progressive,
inclusive and believes in sustainability and internation-
al cooperation. Their policies are expected to diverge
from the Conservative approach, particularly in areas
such as climate change, social justice, and econom-

Though Conservatives did not touch upon the UK’s
ties with India there can be a marked shift in the UK’s
policies in the months to come. The biggest change
may come in the form of immigration laws. India has

a sizable population in the UK and getting a Visa and
residency status is always on the top agenda of the Indian community in the UK and
back home. The next area where substantial change could be witnessed is the eco-
nomic ties between the two countries. The Liberal Party's commitment to free trade
and economic partnerships could enhance bilateral trade, potentially leading to a com-
prehensive UK-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA). It was the first thing that came up
when Prime Minister Modi congratulated the new Prime Minister of the UK Keir Starmer.
Indeed, for long, The UK and India have had robust trade relationship, with the UK being
one of India's significant trading partners. Under the Conservative government, there
were ongoing discussions about a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (FTA). The
Labour Govt’s more enthusiastic approach to global trade could accelerate these nego-
tiations. A more collaborative and open approach to foreign policy may lead to deep-
er strategic ties, particularly in areas like defence, cybersecurity, and counter-terror-
ism. Greater involvement in global platforms like the Commonwealth, the United Nations,
and climate forums, facilitating joint efforts on issues of mutual interest. Besides, India
can look forward to the UK’s support for India’s aspirations for a greater role in inter-
national organisations, including a potential permanent seat on the UN Security Council.

PTI

induism and the

erception of violence:

. i
PRAFULL GORADIA

Each religion’s cultural and ethical framework is distinct. Dietary habits and historical
contexts have influenced perceptions of violence across different religions

E M

A

o specifically associate
violence—as was done

killed a year, according to a
database prepared by Poore

Incidentally, I am a Hindu.
The diet or food habits of an

nation-states to muster, equip,
arm, transport and command

on the floor of the Lok

Sabha on July 1,

2024—with Hinduism,
showed that not all our leaders
have had time to intimately know
and understand the Indian ethos.
This is understandable if one
remembers that Indians can be
Hindu, Muslim, Christian (duly
baptized) and others.
An argument between the hon-
ourable Speaker of the Lok Sabha
and the leader of the opposition
reflected the differences, albeit in
arather acrimonious manner.As
the Speaker explained, the Hindu
goes to the extent of touching an
elder’s feet and not merely bend-
ing. On the other hand, Islam
does not permit bending to any-
one, except Allah the Merciful.
A Christian is different and
shakes hands to convey the
warmth of his feelings.The scale
of violence indulged in also varies
from ethos to ethos. Christians
are habituated to meat-eating,
except on Fridays, when they do
not go beyond a piece of fish. The
Muslim also likes his meat with-
out restrictions even on Fridays.
This dietary preference might
have been forced upon these
communities because their ori-
gins began in the deserts of West
Asia, where vegetation was (and
continues to be) sparse. Even
Europe, where Christianity flour-
ished, could not easily grow crops
during the winter. In the process,
the world’s consumption of ani-
mals is an estimated 100 million

and Nemecek in 2018.

The Hindu, for the informa-
tion of our leadership, largely
grew up where vegetation has
been plentiful.

He could, therefore, choose to
be anything from a strict veg-
etarian or an omnivore.
However, he owes his vegetar-
fanism to his belief in the
transmigration of the soul,
unlike the Christian who
believes in a single life until
Doomsday when God would
send him to either heaven or
hell depending on his perfor-
mance on earth or even in the
grave.The Hindu on the other
hand believes that when his
father, mother, relations, and
near and dear ones depart
from the world, it is only their
bodies that perish; the soul is
imperishable and enters new
bodies to carry on with its
respective new lives gained
after rebirth.

The Hindu would, therefore,
be afraid that if he or she eats
meat, it could be the product
of the killing of some deceased
relation, who might have been
reborn as that particular ani-
mal or bird that was killed for
his culinary pleasure. I too hes-
itate to eat meat whenever I
imagine how I would feel if my
progeny were to be killed for
the pleasure of someone else’s
food. Pray, tell me, who is per-
petrating more violence, the
meat eater or the vegetarian?

THE HINDU
WOULD,
THEREFORE, BE
AFRAID THAT IF HE
OR SHE EATS MEAT,
IT COULD BE THE

individual, if given to the con-
sumption of meat, may also
transfer to his social as well as
professional conduct and
behaviour. This question is
well answered by the history of
Europe. This continent,
throughout its history, has
fought 896 recorded wars.
Europeans were fighting and
killing each other as tribes,
much before the Greek and
Roman Empires came into
existence.

The Athens-Sparta wars, the
Peloponnesian War, the expan-
sionist wars of the Roman
Empire, etc., are part of

PRODUCT OF THE lljdurope’slgisl’gory and need not
r re. But it i
KILLING OF SOME Ezrole)te(’)s obs:s:ion v;ﬁh ENai

DECEASED
RELATION, WHO

and killing from Achilles to
Putin (or Zelensky) that needs
to be emphasized and reiterat-
ed. From sticks to stone ham-

MIGHT mers, bronze and later iron
and steel, armour and edged
HAVE BEEN weapons like the dagger sword
REBORN and spear, Europe kept devel-
oping and improving the tools

AS THAT  of killing,
The 19th and 20th centuries
PARTICULAR saw the explosion of techno-
ANIMAL logical development and inno-

OR BIRD THAT WAS
KILLED FOR HIS

vations. The age of iron, steel,
coal and steam came to the
world. Railways steamships,
the telegraph and then the

CULINARY radio, automobiles, machine
guns, tanks, airplanes and the
PLEASURE  submarine came into being.

All this enabled European

more men than ever before in
their history, with deadlier
firepower and killing capacity.
In the past 75 years alone, the
invention of the atomic bomb,
guided missile, the internet
and cyber warfare have
changed war and its dimen-
sions like nothing else has.
Our contention that Europe
has been the land of war, war
and more war is easily proved
by the sheer number of human
beings who have perished
because of European wars.
Even if we were to leave aside
all its ancient and medieval
wars, the two World Wars
(together) alone consumed
130 million lives. Even a rela-
tively small power like Italy
under its dictator Benito
Mussolini was ready to jump
into wars of aggrandizement
owing to delusions about its
armed might. Those delu-
sions occurred as a result of the
phenomenon of “armed sua-
sion”: for quite some time
Italy was believed to be the
most formidable air power in
Europe. Be that as it may,
there is no denying that
Europe, a meat-eating conti-
nent has been the land of war.
To accuse Hindus of violence,
therefore, is nothing but a
moral travesty.
(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a
former member of the Rajya
Sabha; views are personal)

The art of listening in a
fast-paced world

Prejudices create barriers and divide people; our lives are so
frenetic that we lack the time to observe and listen to other voices

We had organised a litera-
ture festival a few months
back. Almost all the writers
spoke about the stories all
around us waiting to be put
on paper.This set me think-
ing. If the life of each of us
is a palette of stories of dif-
ferent hues, why is it that we
do not hear more of these
experiences? Does it have
something to do with a life
that is increasingly run-
ning at such a frantic pace
that we have no time to
observe and listen? Or is it
the divides that we carry
within us - social, class,
caste, age, gender, religion,
ideologies, and many
more?I have met many peo-
ple in my life. If T was
asked to place them in two
distinct categories, I would
not hesitate to categorise
them as extroverts and
introverts. The outspoken
are the ones who attract
attention. It is the ones shy
in expressing sentiments in
public, who are a revelation
to me. It only needs a nudge
for their unexpressed and
hence unheard stories to
come out. Their life experi-
ences are a myriad of emo-
tions.I remember my first
holidays in the mountains.

The adjoining room was
occupied by an old couple,
who at that time may have
been our grandparents’ age.
One morning, as we sat out-
side, my parents sipping
their tea, the couple also
came out. My father asked
us to fetch the chairs placed
nearby, respecting their old
age, and slightly bent backs.
Our efforts were brushed
aside, “We can still carry
our own chairs” Habits
inculcated at a young age
are difficult to break. I still
get up to offer my seat to an
older person.My paternal
grandfather was hard of
hearing. We children had to
shout to make him under-
stand. I did not realise that
I had started screaming at
anybody old, till the time I
was told by my maternal

grandmother, “Why do you
shout at us. Our hearing is
perfectly normal” I now
make a conscious effort not
to speak loudly to an older
person unless asked.My
maternal grandfather was
paralyzed on one side when
he may have been 50. He
was extremely slow, but
insisted on wearing his
clothes without anyone’s
help, also brushing aside my
grandmother’s efforts to do
5o, even if there was a time
constraint when going out
for a movie show.It is not
that only the old want the
young to respect their wish
to be heard and treated
with dignity and respect.I
remember a cab driver who
only needed a gentle query
to tell me that he chose to
drive a cab after he retired

SANJAY CHANDRA

to keep himself active and
for the opportunity to talk
to willing passengers, over-
riding the objections of his
children who were now
much better placed than he
ever was.Or yet another
cab driver, who was burst-
ing to proudly tell anyone
willing to listen to him that
his daughter had cleared
her CA examinations in
the first attempt and had
been offered a job with one
of the Big 4.There are many
more who only need a gen-
tle prod to express their
unheard stories if only there
is someone around to give
them time without being
judgemental. Their silence
is a plea to be encouraged
to narrate a life story that
many might deem to be
common but is no less
extraordinary than that of
the most successful celebri-
ty. It is also important to be
a story-listener! In Bryant H
McGill’s words, “One of the
most sincere forms of
respect is actually listening
to what another has to say.”
(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts
classes in creative writing;
views are personal)

LETTERS KNy}

A STUDY IN CONTRAST
Madam — The recent election results have
highlighted a stark contrast between our
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the
outgoing Prime Minister of the UK, Rishi
Sunak. Modi's victory, despite being well-
funded and supported by the media, felt
hollow as his party, the BJP, suffered a sig-
nificant setback, losing 63 seats compared
to the last Lok Sabha elections. Despite this,
Modi remained publicly unshaken and did
not express any remorse or responsibility
for the disappointing outcome. The BJP's
third consecutive term was celebrated as
if it were a gold medal, despite being more
akin to a silver.In contrast, Rishi Sunak
demonstrated remarkable candor and
humility following his party's defeat to
Labour. He openly acknowledged his
responsibility for the loss, saying, "I take
responsibility for the loss...  am sorry." This
display of accountability and character
stands in stark contrast to Modi's approach.
As Bill Courtney wisely noted, "The mea-
sure of a man's character is not determined
by how he handles his wins, but how he
handles his failures." By this standard, Rishi
Sunak has demonstrated commendable
character, and Modi could benefit from fol-
lowing his example by acknowledging the
conditional nature of his victory.
Avinash Godboley| Dewas

SPECULATION OVER GOVT’S STABILITY

Madam — In a significant and serious
assertion, Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav on Friday predict-
ed the fall of the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government
at the Centre by August, anticipating a split
among its coalition partners and hinting
that elections could be imminent. In the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, the BJP secured
240 seats, falling short of the 272 needed
for a majority. Nevertheless, it formed the
government with the support of allies such
as the Bihar-based Janata Dal (U) and the
Andhra Pradesh-based Telugu Desam
Party, allowing Narendra Modi to begin his
third consecutive term as Prime
Minister.Notably, since the inception of

he victims of the Hathras tragedy, predom-
Tinantly from impoverished backgrounds,

have lost their loved ones, leaving them
in profound grief and despair. They are in dire
need of substantial compensation. Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader of the Opposition, visited
their homes and promised generous compen-
sation, which has brought comfort to the
bereaved families and gained the goodwill of
the community.Such tragic incidents at reli-
gious gatherings have repeatedly occurred in
the country, causing not only the loss of lives

Modi's third term, several Opposition lead-
ers have voiced concerns that the govern-
ment may not endure beyond a few
months. Lalus recent statements have
intensified such speculation, suggesting a
potential political upheaval.
Amidst this, there is a possibility that a
strategic maneuver might be underway by
Nitish Kumar and N. Chandrababu Naidu
to destabilize the Modi government if their
demands are not met. Both leaders, known
for their political agility, may take drastic
steps for their political survival, which
could potentially lead to the government's
collapse.

Bhagwan Thadani |Mmumbai

JAILED MPS TAKE OATH

Madam — Jailed MPs Amritpal Singh and
Engineer Rashid took their oaths as Lok
Sabha members amidst stringent security
measures by concerned authorities. Both
MPs secured significant victories in their
respective constituencies of Punjab and
Jammu & Kashmir, marking a triumph of
democracy in regions historically marred
by unrest.

E EDITOR

Give substantial compensation to victims

but also devastating many families. The mag-
nitude of their grief is immeasurable, and the
aftermath ripples through entire communities,
leaving them to grapple with both emotional
and financial burdens.
To prevent future occurrences, these gather-
ings require essential improvements, includ-
ing the deployment of security forces, police,
ambulances, and the installation of CCTV cam-
eras, to manage the situation effectively
before any problems arise. The government
must take proactive steps to implement strin-
gent safety protocols and infrastructure
enhancements to prevent such incidents
from happening again. This is not merely a
matter of compensation but of ensuring that
the lives and well-being of our citizens are pro-
tected and that no family has to endure such
unimaginable loss in the future.

Jakir Hussain |Kanpur

Under Article 101(4) of the Constitution,
MPs must inform the Speaker in writing
if unable to attend House proceedings post-
oath, subject to scrutiny by the House
Committee on Absence of Members.
However, a Supreme Court ruling man-
dates immediate disqualification if an
MP receives a prison sentence of two years
or more, overturning prior provisions.The
impact of Engineer Rashid's victory is piv-
otal in Kashmir's upcoming assembly
elections, necessitating careful handling by
the central government to maintain cur-
rent peace, especially amidst ongoing
Amarnath Yatra. Similarly, Amritpal
Singh's electoral success in Punjab under-
scores the need for sensitive management
amid recent incidents potentially affecting
communal harmony.It is crucial for the
central government to approach Punjab
and Jammu & Kashmir with utmost del-
icacy and maturity in light of these devel-
opments.nent athletes and teams.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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PASSION IS THE CATALYST
FOR A FULFILLING LIFE

By prioritising passion, individuals can
infuse their lives with purpose and excitement

=}
RACHNA LAKHPATI

P assion is the powerful force that propels individuals towards

their desired objectives, igniting ambition and providing unwa-

vering determination in the face of life's challenges and uncer-
tainties. When someone discover a pursuit they are truly passion-
ate about, they experience a distinct and unstoppable energy that
drives them towards it and motivates them to achieve success.Many
individuals find themselves trapped in monotonous routines that
weigh them down.
Rise and shine, head to the office, wrap up your tasks, and return
to the comfort of your home, only to repeat the routine the follow-
ing day. Engaging in the same routine day after day can lead to
feelings of sadness and discontentment when there is a lack of enthu-
siasm for one's daily activities. Why bother doing something if it
doesn't ignite your passion?l understand that not everyone has the
opportunity to pursue their dream career.
Many individuals work tirelessly to establish stability in their lives,
with some solely focused on providing for their basic needs. Even
in such cases, it is important to prioritise and make time for activ-
ities that bring joy and fulfilment. Passion evokes a sense of joy,
happiness, and deep satisfaction that emanates from within.Consider
my acquaintance, for example. She's immersed in the corporate
world, tackling one of those challenging jobs that will provide finan-
cial stability but won't ignite her passion. After a long day of work

and on weekends, she dedicates her time to what truly brings her
joy: baking.
She radiates enthusiasm as she describes the new recipes she's
experimenting with or the joy she feels when she witnesses some-
one savouring the results of her hard work. It gives her a unique
sense of thrill and personal fulfilment that her corporate job fails
to deliver. Her unwavering passion keeps her spirits high and pro-
vides her with a daily source of motivation, even during the most
challenging moments at work.
There's no need to leave your job and venture into uncharted ter-
ritory abruptly. It's something so small that it can fit into your cur-
rent routine. Perhaps dedicating a few hours each week to your
hobby, taking learning classes, or developing a side hustle could
be beneficial. Even though these endeavours may seem modest,
they can have a significant impact on your overall health and hap-
piness.
Passion is essential for everyone to lead a fulfilling life, not just
a select few. The sense of purpose and the excitement it brings
are necessary for keeping our minds and hearts youthful and
vibrant. So, if you have a strong passion for something, priori-
tise and dedicate time to it. You will achieve success by whole-
heartedly embracing your pursuits. Indeed, the lengthy voyage
can be quite exhausting. The rewards, however, of living a life
fueled by passion are immeasurable.Ultimately, it all boils down
to passion. Develop it, nourish it, and believe that it will guide
you to a happy and prosperous life.
(The writer is a motivator; views are personal)
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Kenyan uproar against

IMF-backed Ruto tax bil] <%=

ILANGAMUWA

Amid calls for his resignation, Kenyan President Ruto faces mounting
pressure to address the root causes of economic instability and social unrest

enya's President William Ruto
has finally withdrawn the
Finance Bill 2024 following

widespread protests triggered [
by Bloody Tuesday, when |

police fatally shot numerous austerity pro-
testers in Nairobi this week. According to
media reports, the bill, influenced by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
proposed significant tax increases amidst
soaring food and fuel prices, high unem-
ployment, and perceived governmental
corruption and extravagance. The World
Bank and IMF are sending conflicting
messages to Kenya regarding taxation.
While the World Bank cautions that
Kenya's unpredictable tax policies are
deterring Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI), the IMF has praised the govern-
ment's proposed tax increases in the
Finance Bill 2024, suggesting they will sig-
nificantly expand the tax base.

Last year, the IMF and the World Bank

convened their annual joint meeting in ==

Marrakech, marking their return to ¥

African soil after nearly five decades. The

last occasion these two Bretton Woods |

institutions convened on African soil was

in 1973, during the IMF-World Bank .
meeting in Nairobi, Kenya. At that time, :
Kenya's President Jomo Kenyatta (1897- :
1978) implored the attendees to swiftly :
address the 'monetary sickness of infla- :
tion and instability that has plagued the :
world.' In recent years, the tragic and grim :
situation has worsened significantly, with :
an increase in conflicts reported across :
the continent. Long-time exploiters like :
France, along with their alliances, are now :
confronting significant and formidable :
challenges. Amid critiques from organi- :
sations like Oxfam, who denounced :
these neo-liberal financial institutions' :
persistent austerity measures and debt :
policies, the meeting accentuated the :
enduring economic challenges facing :
developing countries. Despite promises of

social spending safeguards, exemplified
in recent IMF agreements with countries :
like Pakistan and Sri Lanka, critics argue :
that these measures perpetuate cycles of
dependency and inequality. Amidst glob- :
al protests demanding alternatives to :
neoliberal orthodoxy, as Vijay Prashad :
asserted, the meeting in Morocco under- :

scored a deepening disillusionment with
the IMF and World Bank's capacity to

address the fundamental economic dis- :
parities they perpetuate. It is crucial to :
remember that these financial institutions :
are neither charitable nor humanitarian; :
they operate with the primary goal of :
profit and the consolidation of their polit- :
ical agendas. Kenya serves as yet anoth- :

er glaring example.

During my conversation with Tom Jalio, :

a journalist working for The Star, a dail

newspaper in Kenya, he said, "President
Ruto inherited a highly indebted coun- :

try, and his attempts to curb borrowing
with internal solutions have been seen as
overly aggressive. Using his parliamentary
majority to push through contentious tax

bills for two consecutive years, President :
Ruto now faces mounting public oppo- :
sition. Despite heavy security measures, :
the public outcry against these policies
erupted in what President Ruto labelled :
as treasonous acts-a response that fails to :
acknowledge the genuine patriotism

underlying the protests. As Kenyan liter- :
ature might suggest, when the detachment :
of President Ruto affects an entire nation, :
dismissing dissent as criminality falls :

i short of addressing the root con-
i cerns."

i However, protests initially aimed
i at the Finance Bill have evolved
: into a broader uprising challeng-
i ing not just Ruto's administration
i but the entire 60-year-old post-
: independence establishment sup-
i ported by US and NATO powers.
i Millions nationwide, spanning 37
i counties and crossing tribal lines,
i participated in demonstrations
¢ led largely by youth demanding
¢ rejection of the bill and Ruto's res-
i ignation. The protests culminated
¢ tragically with reports of 53 deaths
¢ and hundreds injured, with 30
¢ fatalities occurring in Githurai and

RECENT EVENTS.
IN KENYA HAVE
WITNESSED
SEVERE

~ REPRESSION
. REMINISCENT OF
HISTORICAL
ATROCITIES.
TUESDAY'S
| VIOLENCE,
WHERE SECURITY
FORCES UNDER
~ PRESIDENT
-~ WILLIAM RUTO'S
~ COMMAND FIRED.
. ON PROTESTERS,
ECHOES THE
BRUTAL 1969
KISUMU
MASSACRE

: ers, stress Kenya's complex polit-
i ical and economic terrain.
¢ Opposition led by figures like
 Raila Odinga, supported by

23 more across Nairobi and other
regions, all due to police use of live
ammunition as documented by
the Police Reforms Working
Group.

Recent events in Kenya have wit-
nessed severe repression reminis-
cent of historical atrocities.
Tuesday's violence, where securi-
ty forces under President William
Ruto's command fired on protest-
ers, echoes the brutal 1969
Kisumu massacre ordered by
President Jomo Kenyatta, high-
lighting a pattern of state violence
against dissent. Ruto's swift shift
from threatening violence against
protesters to withdrawing the
Finance Bill 2024 reflects intense
public outcry and tragic losses
during demonstrations, initially
labelled as treasonous. Despite
withdrawing the bill, economic
pressures persist.

The proposed austerity measures,
influenced by the IMFE, aim to
tackle fiscal challenges but face
widespread opposition due to
potential impacts on healthcare,
education, and social services.
Ruto's manoeuvres to navigate
these challenges, including dia-
logue with youth and stakehold-

unions, engages in political
manoeuvring amid broader
socioeconomic tensions, reflecting
ongoing struggles over economic
policies and governance.
According to  Onyango
K'Onyango, a journalist working
for one of Kenya's top newspapers,
The Nation, he told this writer,
"Our Constitution allows for the
right to picket and assemble. As
one of the most progressive
Constitutions in Africa and per-
haps the world at large, freedom
of expression and association is
guaranteed. It was an ill-advised
move for the police to use live bul-
lets on peaceful protesters.
Whatever happened is unfortu-
nate, but I blame the police for
using excessive force and the gov-
ernment for failing to listen to
issues raised by our Gen-Z." A
chest-thumping government and
Parliament is dangerous to a pro-
gressive democracy like ours.
Arrogance exhibited by pro-gov-
ernment lawmakers and those
who surround the president is the
cause of all this mayhem. This is
the time to embrace a reconcilia-
tory tone, and the President
should firmly deal with corruption
in his administration. He should
order a lifestyle audit and lead by
example. The controversial bill
should be returned to Parliament
accompanied by a memorandum.
This is what Kenyans want to hear,
not rushing to term their peace-
ful protest as treasonous and
deploying the military."

In Nairobi, escalating tensions
between the youth and the gov-
ernment, exacerbated by recent
violent incidents, reflect deep-
seated bitterness. In my conversa-
tion with a freelance journalist,
Andrew Mutungwa highlights key
grievances: outrage over fatal
shootings during protests,
President Ruto's divisive portray-
al of protesters as criminals under-
mining their right to assemble
peacefully, and a perceived arro-

w_ —agh i

gance from leadership intensify-
ing feelings of neglect among
youth. Mutungwa urges the pres-
ident to address these issues
promptly, calling for action against
corruption, criticising wasteful
governance practices, and high-
lighting economic hardships as
drivers of widespread discontent
and ongoing protests. He warns of
potential political instability if
grievances are not addressed and
acknowledges external influences
supporting youth activism, advo-
cating for dialogue and reforms to
resolve Kenya's underlying issues.
Meanwhile, Erick Gangu, a human
rights activist, provides a nuanced
perspective on the unfolding
events in Kenya. He asserts that
the current unrest is primarily an
internal affair without external
financial or other support, con-
trary to speculations about foreign
influence.
Gangu criticises President Ruto's
recent statement as emotionally
charged and inappropriate for a
figure expected to embody nation-
al unity, emphasising that decla-
rations of treason fall under the
jurisdiction of the judiciary, not
the executive branch. He high-
lights concerns about pre-demon-
stration arrests, including doctors
and journalists, and condemns
these actions as unconstitutional.
Despite early attempts in 1993 to
establish a dedicated anti-cor-
ruption squad within the police,
its impact was short-lived as the
unit disbanded. The milestone for-
mation of the Kenya Anti-
Corruption Authority (KACA)
in 1997 was cut short by a 2000
High Court ruling deeming its
statutory framework unconstitu-
tional, leading to dissolution.
Kenya's ongoing struggle against
corruption necessitates sustained
institutional reforms and public
vigilance for effective resolution.
(The writer is a journalist and
author. Views are personal)

Gold ETFs: The modern, convenient safe haven for young investors
Gold Exchange-Traded Funds provide gold’s stability without the hassles of physical ownership, while offering the flexibility of stocks

be traded continuously at mar-

investors’ returns and result in

Having many benefits, one

to tracking error.

Thirdly,

efficient way to invest in gold.

old has always been a
Gtraditional safe haven

particularly in uncer-
tain situations of geo-political
tensions, financial and eco-
nomic turmoil. Many genera-
tions have taken advantage of
investing in the security of
gold. However, even this tra-
ditional investment has wit-
nessed considerable changes
with the advent of financial
innovation.
The newer generation can
now take benefit of security
provided by gold which is
more convenient, cost effective
and eliminates the hassles of
physical ownership by invest-
ing in Gold Exchange-Traded
Funds (ETFs). An ETF is an
exchange traded passive fund
that tracks any index, or a
commodity. In this case, a
Gold ETF invests in gold bul-

HIMA BINDU KOTA

lion and tracks the physical
gold price. One Gold ETF unit
is equal to 1 gram of gold and
is backed by physical gold of
highest purity, making it a
dematerialised form of phys-
ical gold.

This gives Gold ETFs twin
advantage of security of gold
investment in combination
with flexibility of the stock
market, as they are traded on
stock exchanges like stocks of
any listed companies and can

ket prices. Upon redemption of
a Gold ETE investors receive
cash equivalent instead of pos-
session of physical gold.

To take maximum advantage
of flexibility and security that
a Gold ETF has to offer, it is
advisable to take some safe-
guards to achieve maximum
returns. The first lookout for
an investor is to choose a
Gold ETF with lower expense
ratio. Expense ratio is the
yearly management fee
charged by the fund houses,
which is usually a percentage
of the funds assets under
management (AUM) and is
used by the fund house to
cover their administrative,
advertising and various other
operational costs. A lower
expense ratio is significant as
it would eat less into the

higher net returns for them,
maintaining the cost-advan-
tage of Gold ETFs when com-
pared to storage costs and
making charges of physical
gold. The second precaution
for investors is to examine the
tracking error.

Tracking error measures how
closely the fund mirrors the
underlying index or the com-
modity and how different is its
performance from that of the
benchmark. A low tracking
error signifies how effectively
the fund reflects the perfor-
mance of the underlying asset
and a high tracking error indi-
cates a higher deviation.
Tracking error is an extreme-
ly critical performance metric
for investors due to a number
of reasons. Firstly, it displays
consistency of performance. A

lower tracking error guaran-
tees reliable tracking of the
actual price changes of physi-
cal gold. Secondly, low track-
ing error resonates the efficien-
cy of the fund management.
This metric can be used by
investors to identify the Gold
ETFs that have better perfor-
mance and provide higher
returns. Thirdly, lower track-
ing errors indicate lower costs
incurred by the fund man-
agers, thereby leaving higher

returns for investors to enjoy.

cannot stress enough on the
importance of tracking error.
It is known that higher expense
ratio and management fees can
lead to deviation of the perfor-
mance of Gold ETFs from the
underlying assets, i.e., physical
gold. In addition, investors
should also be aware of the
cash holdings of a Gold ETE
Higher cash holdings again
lead to deviation in their per-
formances.

Since ETFs are similar to
stocks, liquidity is an impor-
tant metric. Higher the liquid-
ity of a Gold ETF, lower is the
performance deviation.
Regular rebalancing the port-
folios is an important aspect of
any fund, and in doing so Gold
ETFs incur costs associated
with sales/purchase of physi-
cal gold. This again contributes

like stocks and commodities,
Gold ETFs are subject to mar-
ket volatility. Since the under-
lying asset — physical gold —
can be volatile due to geo-
political conditions, econom-
ic and financial factors. Finally,
while buying Gold ETFs, one
should not forget to factor in
the capital gains tax. Long-
term capital gains, if held for
more than 3 years, are taxed at
20 percent.

The investors, however can
take the benefit of indexation.
Short-term capital gains as
usual are added to income and
taxed at applicable tax slab rate.
So, it would be prudent to
understand the implications of
taxation before investing in
Gold ETFs. For young and
modern investors, investing in
Gold ETFs is a modern and

For them, Gold ETFs provide
a winning combination of tra-
ditional security of gold with
the benefits of stock market
investing. Using an approach
of regular and disciplined
investing through systematic
investment plans (SIPs), young
investors can take the advan-
tage of rupee cost averaging
and alleviate the impact of
market volatility. With varied
benefits and much needed
flexibility, Gold ETFs can
definitely substitute physical
gold investment in one’s port-
folio. Young generation should
take advantage of this modern
approach to gold investing
with a long-term perspective.
(The writer is Associate
Professor at Amity University,
Noida. The views expressed
are personal)



