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Growth dynamics may Falter with

waning urban consumption
l ncia's resounding 8,2% GDP growth in 2023

24 eame with two worrying portents, The
farm sector lost momenturm due o an un:
helpful monscon, and  private  consumption
spends rose at less than hall the economy's pace,
In fact, the 4% growth in private inal consump:
ton expenditure (PFCE) was the weakest since
200200, i ane excludes 202021, when COVID-19
first hit the workd, OF course, some of this
stermmed from the farm sector's rain woes that
welghed down rural demand, while economists
flagged a K-shaped consumption pattern of high-
er-end goods and services seelng greater offtake
than the rest, A normal monsoon this year, it was
hoped, would help the farm sector and rural de-
i rebouind, and shore up overall consimp-
tlon to levels that spur growth as well as hasten
an uptick in industrial capacity utilisation rates o
thresholds that compel private imvestors to ramp
up. This much-awalted owcome s vital for the
virtuous cyele of more investments leading to
more jobs and higher consumption to kick in.
Growth numbers for the first quarter suggest-
ed this story was playing out, with the PFCE ris-
g at @ seven-quarter high of 74%, outpacing the
6.58% GDP uptick. Ri demand signals such as
twoawheeler sales also perked up, India Ratings
reckons that real rural wage growth tumed posi-
tive n July and is expected to sty positive, alded
by cooling inflation, This bodes well for con-
surnption, However, o twist in this tale may be im-
minent, with urban demand beginning to show
sorme fatigue. Last Tuescay, S&1 Global Ratings,
which expects India to grow 6.8% this vear (lower
than the 7.2% rise penned in by the Reserve Huﬂk

Plain-speak on the AKD phenomenon in Sri Lanka

etting all family-based traditions of
political domination toa side, the
election of the "relatively unknown’
S5year-old Anura Kumar Dissaniyake
(AKD) of the VP (Peaple's Liberaton Fromt)-led
NPP (National People's Power), as Sri Lanka's

President comes as a true serendipitous surprise,

He ks that - relatively unknown - In more senses | Gundhi

than ane, Thowgh ‘around’ for decades in Sri a farmer High
Lk politics as a Marxist politiclan schooled in Commislanerof
the pacbeal Janatha Vimukht Peramurna (JV7), Wndla ko 4 Lankn

and a eabinet Minister (2004-05) in Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga's coalitlon
government, .I\Kl] has swum below the mdm of
miost Lank But he is ‘relati,
unknown' also in the mportant sense (mportant
all over South Asia but particularly so in Sri
Lanka) of being ‘unknown as a relathve’ or kin
deseended from a political family.

Of all earky analyses that | have come across of
AKD's dramatic victory, the most insightful is one
from an acute observer of Lankan affaies from the
pereh of Tamil Lanka but not a “standard political

lumnist’, Stvanandind Durad The
Jatfna-based litératewr who is, whether or not so
in a formal sense, a sociologist, sums up the
seene i a note that s o migget of faet and
comment: “The mandate if any was against what
Mao Ze Dong termed 'the decadence of the state,
the sufferings of humanity and the darkness of
sochety”, [t was in reaction to International
Monetary Fund (IMF) austerity and the
extraviggant recklessness of the Colombo elite, It
represented a paradigm shift where a
monolingual outsider who belonged o a party
that rose in revolt twice in 1971 and in 198789
[resulting in the deaths of 80,000 Sinhalese
youth] ks now at the helm. Further, AKD is not
from the dominant Sinhalese Govigama caste
from which all 15 Heads of Government, except

of India), said high interest rates are temy i’

urban demand. The RBI'S consumer confid
survey for July shows a turn in the tide, with cur-
rent and future confidence levels of urban buyers
dropping. The Finance Minkstry has taken note
oo, pointing to a dip in passenger vehicle sales
throaggh April to August as a barometer of stutter-
iz urban demand. The trend warrants monltor
g, it said, while expressing hope that festive fer-
vour could trigger a course reversal, With wallets
erimped by persistently high food inflation (that
also clouds rate cut hopes), the ability of urban
Indians w ereate room for discretlonary spends
through the festive season and beyond would be
eritieal for growth as well as the virtuous priviate
imvestment eyele. With global ofl prices turning
benign, the Centre must consider  passing
throaggh the reduced costs to consumers, and cut
levies embedded into retail fuel prices. A sub-
stantive fuel price cut, as opposed to the whken
two rupees of relief per litre unvedled this March,
can support demand in the economy.

Mad doctrine

Any threat of use of nuclear weapons
must be viewed serfously

usslan President Viadimir Putin's revi
shon of Russia's nuclear doctrine an-
nounced list week s a worrying increase
in the war rhetorie surrounding the Russia-Uk-
raine conflict. 1t would once have been consi-

dered unthinkable for permanent members of

the UN Security Council to behave in this man-
ner. His announcement was that in the event of a
conventional attack on Russia by any country
that s supported by a nuclear power, Russia
would consider that a “joint attack” and presum-
ably, disil with the threat secordingly. He added
that Russia could use nuclear weapons in res-
ponse o a conventlonal attack posing a "eritical
threat to [its] sovereignty”, o threat that was re-
peated by Russtan Forelgn Minlster Sergey L
rov at the UN General Assembly meet over the
weeekend, when he said the idea of defeating Rus-
simon the battlefield is “senseless™ and a “suicidal
eseapade” given that Moseow has nuclear wea-
pons, Clearly, the context of Mr. Putin's nuclear
doctrine revision and the comments is Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's visit to the Un-
fted Staves, where he attempted to present a new
“victory plan” for Ukmaine. Mr. Zelenskyy wants
the permission of the LS. and other western
countries to use missiles and other heavy wea-
ponry procured from them for atiascks deep in-
sl Russin. Thus far, the weaponry, including
Storm Shadow and ATACMS missiles, can only be
used for Ukraine's defence, although western
capitals turmed a blind eye when Ukrainkan forces
Imvaded the Russian Oblast of Kursk in August
with tanks and weapanry, allowing Mr. Zelenskyy
o rack up a symbaolie win and possibly some lev-
erage in future negotiations for peace. However,
much of the euphorka in Kyiv has since dissipated
with Russia hitting back anew, sending in troops
o Kursk, and also opening a new front around
Ukraine's Pokrovsk, and western countries re-
maining loathe to enter the theatre of war. To
that end, LS, President Joseph Biden has now an-
nounced nearly §8 billion in additional military
ald for Ukradne, but made no reference to the de-
maend for its utilisation inside Russia,

It remaing to be seen whether Mr. Putin will be
assusiged, or If eoncerns about the war reaching
“maclear threshold” will grow from this point on,
and it is hoped countries, including India, that
have committed to finding a path w dialogue and
peace, redouble their efforts to prevent such a ca-
rastrophe. New Delhi has sadd that &t “conveyed
messages” o Moscow when safety concerns
grew over the Zaporizhzhia nuelear plant, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi may be ealled on io do
the sarme when he visits Russia in October for the
BRICS summit. As the world grapples with the
spectee of esealation in West Asia, the List thing it
needs s o reversion to chilling cold war scenarios
in Eurasia, of mutually assured destruction,
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one, bedonged to in our TSyear

prast-inch I history, That is ftself a

Ignificant achi . Hels likeable, self-made
and charismatic.”

Huvirgg given AKD his right ful duse, she goes on
to expladn some of the interstices of the AKD

Gopalkrishna

The election

phenomencn. Chief among these, in my redelling | result in Sri

of those with my added observations, are the Lanka must be
following: viewed by India
The vote and challenges “":“F_““.: i‘dlh"
AKD's dramatic win must be seen with the hard selfrenewing
realities he must face, Foremaost of these |s plainly | Dower of the
political: If 42% of the electorate has voted for democratic

hirm, 56% voted for others in a scattered way but volee

support

decisively against him. This large non-AKD if not
anti-AKD majority comprises the huge chunk of
3 Sinhala majority voters who voted in ‘old UNP*
stybe for the two former *“UNDPer's the
second nthe-race, Sajith Premadasa, son of the
late: Prime Minister R, Premadasa and Ranil
Wickremesinghe, taken together. This
AKD-negative chunk includes also, almest the
entirety of the Tamil electorate in the nations 10
non-Sinhala majority districts in the north, east
anel the central highlands.

This means that AKD has to not fust
consolidate his own Left-inclined and
Left-supporting Sinhala support base but seek
support from non-Left Sinhala and Tamil Lanka
as well. IFAKD ks to Form a stable government he
has 1o o so with his own VP and NPT MPs angd
others, The most logical and, in S Lanka, the
tebedl-and-tested way of doing this weuld be
through the coalitbon path. Or through ‘outside
VET LTS,

The next biggest challenge is financial. AKD
has to meld his tare of past ideological positions
with the hard reality of Sei Lanka's dependence
o IMF funding. How he will be able to convinee
his support base — his ‘bread and butter
thee inevitabsility of the sell-denying susterity
regimen thit comes as the price for IMF funding,
remiins to be seen. If Ranil Wickremesinghe was
Judged and judged out in under two years, AKD
will hive a tighter calendar o work within, If Sei
Lamka's polity is a mincfiekd, its political economy
Is an all-but dry lake, Early reports suggest that
AR will negotiate, not serap, the Rani
government's comvergences with the IMF. If AKD
haolds deliberatbons with the outgoing President's
economic team, that could lead o calibrated
Increments in decision making, Ranil
Wickremesinghe may have made political
misjudgements, especially in his
mere-than-generous handling of the Rajapaksa
orcer, But his grasp of economic affairs s nota
resource io be lightly disregarded.

The third and from India's point of view, a very
serfous challenge to AKD's Leftward mindscape
the ideologheal voltage which will be divected o it
fram China. Even if one were to disregard the
speculation about China having played a financial
role in AKIVs election campaign, one cannot be
over-cautions about Beifing's reflexive leverage
over any government in Colombo, Within
towching adjacency tw India, the emerald isle
shares with its immediate nefghbour all the
Frietions proximity brings. Sel Lanka's distant but
deep oceanic heave with China is without the

Frictions that proximity brings. IF1MF funding
spells uneasy austerithes in the short term,
Chinese support cannot but script risky
promissory notes in the long term,

Renewal of the democratic voice
AKD eannot do better than remember a defining
question that the great Lankan Marxdst asked of
those pressing for ‘Sinhala only’ politics in
Parliament in 1956, Do you want two languages
el one nation, or one language and two
raitions?™ On how AKD navigates the lainguage
aned religlous fissures of his country depends on
the veracity and validity of his leadership. In this
the experience of Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunge in proposing federal and
devolution principles to the Liberation Tigers of
Cami] Eelam and other Tamil polideal formathons
can be instructive for him, Let me say, with
welcome admiration, that 1 found this
of AKIY's at his Inauguration nothing less than
redemptive: “Democracy helped me win, Some
voted for me, and others didn't, But my pledge is
toywork hard to win the trust of those who didn't
vote for me as well.”

In her note dated September 24, 2024,
Shvanandinl Durilswanmy gives the optically
gravifying and synoptically telling news that
“(AKD) took a needed first step. He visited a
Hindu Temple in Kandy today to receive a
rapturous welcome." Bravo, s what [ would say to
that, bravo AKD,

An outstanding former Indian di plomat, Ramu
Damodaran, recently drew my attention to a new
play, ‘Counting and Cracking' by Lankan
playwright 5. Shakthidharan which is sald to be
currently ‘dazling’ New York audiences, Anand
Giricdharadas, founder editor of The, Ink online
Jourmal, has interviewed Shakthidharan, where
he : 1 think the best way to strengthen
democracy after realizing how fragile it is
rather than being terrified by that — is wo Hsten
deeply io the truths of people who are different
o us and to fnd wiys to agree to disagree,”

Seepticism in the shape of hard-knocked
realism murks Indin's general atinsde o ity

nefghbours, But at this point of time, India needs
to view the AKD phenomenon with falth in the
self-renewing power of the democratic volce, The
Enternal grindtas of the AKD-led government will
necessartly hive to be ideologleal, lts external
outreach will need o be empirical, But i link
with India, which has internal and external
chimensions will have to be what they have always
been and will always be: umbilical.

Common Practice Standards must have India outlook

sector §s a unique opportunity to integrate

l nelia's vast potential in the agroforestry
with L.nh:m hn.mu: rrmjccue thmq(h

RRJ""

GO equivalent by 2000,

There s a pessibd
:hc area under agroforestry from 1l
million hectares to 53 million hectares by 2050,
Agroforestry accounts for B65%of India's total
Laned area and contributes 19.3% of the country's
earbon stocks. Thus, agroforest
significant role in emdronmental sustainability
and economie development.

Recent research suggests that If adequate
policies, inancial support, and incentives are
implemented, the sector could contribute an
adlditlonal carbon sink of aver 2.5 billion tons of
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Associate Fellow,
Land Resources,
The Energy and
Resources Institute

the additionality criteria set hytumm earbon

s hecause t 1as
“common” within the lmllan context. This
presents a significant challenge, as it effectively
excludes a large number of Indian farmers from
participating in ARK carbon Anance projects,
thereby denying them the opportunity to earn
aclelieiomal incarme from carbson credies,

Need for Indin-centric approaches
Giwen India's undque agricultural landscape,
Is an urgent need to redefine and consbde
common practice eriterion o better reflect the
specihic challenges and oppartunities within the
Inclian agroforestry sector. An India-centric

| approsch would recognise that even small,
incremental changes in land management
practhees such as adopting more systematic
agroforestry technlgues or utilising carbon
finance to maintadn tree cover can be

Revising and consideration of the common

‘Common Practice” in Carbon Standards Liendra Vie

I the realm of carbon fnance, "eommon Sharma

practice” is a key criterion used to assess whether transformative,
i profect is additional - meaning, it goes beyond | Sevor Birectar,

what s typically done in a given region. For ARR ;:dtﬁﬁ'::"ﬁf;'

prafects, this nvolves determining whether
skmilar activities are commeonly practised without
the financial incentives provided by earbon
credits, According to carbon standards such as
Verra's Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) or the
Gaold Standard, i an activity Is deemed “common
practice”, it may not quality for carbon credits, as
it Is not seen as contributing additional
environmental benefiis beyond the nom,
However, the curnent definition of common
practice in global carbon standards often reflects
the realities of lurge-scale agriculiural practices
found in reglons such as Latin Amer
the United States, where land holdings
extensive and contiguous, In contrast, ndia is In
characterised by small and fragmented
landholdings. Recent data indleate that 86.10% of
Indian Ermers are small and manginal, with
lanctholdings of less than two hectares, These
farmers often engage in agroforestey ina
nom-systematic, scattered manner, planting trees
alongside crops or on small patches of fallow

lancl,
While beneficial, these practices may not meet

Africa, or
are

better

Indiin

Respaurces Institute

carbon

standards o

the realitles of

agriculture

oniil
mance

align with

productivity, de

practhee standards to accommodate the
teagminted, small-holder model prevalent in
Irclin woulbd unlock the vast potential for carbon
sequestration. This would enable a greater
number of farmers to participate in carbon
finance projects, providing them with additional
Ineome streams while contributing to India's
climate goals, Further, by acknowledging the
fragmented nature of Indian agriculture, carbon
credit platforms could design incentives that
encourage systematic agroforestry, thereky
enhancing both environmental sustalnability and
rural livelihoods,

Agroforestry, when integrated with ARR
initiatives, offers a viable solution to the various
challenges faced by India's agricultural sector, By
promoting alternative Bvelihoods and providing
additional income streams for farmers, these
projects can help address issues such as low
dience on monsoons, and
environmental degradation. The carbon finance
provided by ARR projects enables a more
systemathe and sustained approach to
agroforestry, which would otherwise hc Lmﬁl.l.ﬂl
to aichdeve given the financial

sustadnability,

Inclian agriculture,

country.,

market constraints faced by many Indian firmers,
For farmers grappling with unpredictable
weather patterns and luctuating crop vields,
participating in ARR projects presents a pathway
to Income diversification. By integrating trees into
thelr agricultural landscapes or restoring
chegraded forest areas on their lind, Girmers can
tap into sdditional revenue streams through
carbon sequestration. Beyond economic gains,
ARR projects deliver erucial environmental
benefits, such as enhancing soil fertility,
Emproving water retention, and mitigating
eroshon, thereby bolstering agricultural
productivity and ensuring longterm

Help small and marginal farmers

Research institutes such as The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERD have already
chemonstrated the potential of ARR projects in
Inclia, spearheading 19 projects across seven
States, benefiting over 56,600 frmers, However,
For such initiatives to scale up, it is imperative tat
nternational carbon finanee platforms revise
their standards to betber align with the realities of

As India looks to expand its agroforestry sector
and leverage the benehits of carbon finance it s
crucial thit international standards evalve o
reflect the specific conditons of the ndian
subcontinent, Revising the “Commen Practiee”
puidelines to be more inclustve of Indian
agroforestry practices will enable millions of
small and marginal farmers o
projects. This would not only drive sustainable
development but also provide a musch-needed
boost to the incomes of millions of rural
households, ultimately contributing o the overall
economic and environmental resiience of the

articipate in ARK

It ks imperative that carbon credit platforms
such as Verra and Gold 5
] for Indi-centrie standards, Only then can
the full potential of agroforestry and ARR
Enitlatives be realised, paving the way fora
greencr, more sustainable,
fuature for India's farmers,

anchard recognise the

d economically

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Aword of advice

Pakistan has made its
spaeches in the United
Nations take the form of a
rtualistic spewing of venom

fulminating against India at
international fora, it should
concentrate its energles on
setting right its economy,
which is in a shamblas,

Son rise

It ks amusing that many
politicians whe hail from
paolitical families in India
swar by the Constitution

against India, even as it Pakistan must realise the and pose as the champions
continues to practise its futility of marturing of democracy while
undeclared state pelicy of berder b 50 unabashedly promating
abetting cross-barder that a peaceful and dynastic politics,

terrorism to create conducive atmosphere {"Udhayanidhi is Deputy

disturbances In Jammu and
Kashmir and across the rest

of India (Page 1, September | India. It will also usher
29). Instead of spending its peace in South Asia,
energies on nurturing Kosaraju Chandramoull,
terrorism on its soil and Hyderabad

prevalls for the
narmalisation of ties with

hilhalad

back in

maharajas in the Indian
psyche?

Manchar Alembath,
Kannur, Kerala

Antibiotics use

The inappropriate use of

antibiotics and the

unrestricted

over-the-counter sale of
tibiotics has led to

M

Cablm" September 29).
Strangely, the public takes
such hypoerisy for granted.
Is there an unconscious
yearning for kings and

increasad antimicroblal
resistance |'Science’ page,
“Can Kerala's policy to limit
antibiotics misuse reduce
AMRT, September 29).

ool

Antimicrobial resistance is
one of the top public health
and global threats, putting
many of the gains of
modarn medicine at risk.
Karala became the first
State to ban
over-the-counter sale of
antibiotics without a
prascription, but much
needs to b done in tarms
of regulation and the
antiblotic policy to prevent
tha deaths due to AMR.

Dr. Thomas Palocaren,
Wiellore, Tard Madu

».’. i

Mark of an era
In the passing of
108-year-ald Pappammal an
September 27, India has
lest a ploneer in the field of
agriculture, The centenarian
Tamil Nadu-based farmer's
life was a testament to the
of passion in
agriculture, and it is
unimaginable that a woman
could toil in this tough and
unpredictable field every

day even at that ripe age,

R. Slvakumar,

Chiral
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Bridging the chasm of global inequality

he Summit of the Future
ridses a set of
fundamental questions
on ghobal gevernance:

should the focus be on great power
competition or continuing
mbalanee in the institations,
agenda setting, and global
Inequality? The former looks at the
meins and not the ends with a
continulng debate on the meankng
of justiee.

Global goals do not resolve
chullenges; they support new
ferms of cooperation. The Summit
resulted ina G | IJhu | Impact
invitiative an lon on
qum Gem

lm' ||III|!:I’I.‘I|

crete impact is an
Internationil Scientific Panel and a
Global [Halogue on AL An
implementation map and
intergovernmental consultations
mirror how climte change ¢
anta the global agenda 30 years
ago. Climate change ks now
relegated to sealing up adaptation
finance, and GDP will include
sustainability, Developed countries
continue 1o have the eapacity 1o
shape the global agenda.

The Surmmit did not agree to a
chear pathway for Security Council
reforem anc bas ealled For
categories of members, Reform of
gevernance of global fnancial
Institutions is limited to o pledge to
give developing countrles a greater
sty n decision making and review
of soverelgn debt has been
relterated. Concerny of developing
comntries hive got a short shift,

The problem here is one of
definitions. Should the G-7, which
continues to set the global agenda,
bee cescribed as a chub of victars of
the Second World War or a group
of former eolonlal powers? The
LS, established the G7 in 1973 to
su the uluh.ll i

la i the Unired

commmunism pre nvldw.i the [:mm-r
eolonles who became the world's
poor more space and vodoe, While
the world's political geography was
reahaiped, the *poor’ remalned
trapped at the bottom of the

Mukul Sanwal

surved os policy
sihdser o the
Exscutive Directer ol
WINER and later 1o the
Executive Secretary of
the INFCCE and was
closely assaciated
with Inter-hgeney
Redaticns in the Chiel
Evecutives Board of
the UN

The big lesson
from the
Summit Is that
developlng
countries have
yer o explolt
the
apportunites
presented by
the UN system

eeonomie and geopolitical
hierarchy. The imbalance in the
wider world is reflected in the UN,
For example, recent igures
from the UN show that only 17% of
the Sustainable Development
Gonls are on track. Developing
countries hold $29 trillion in
public debt, with §847 billion in
net interest payments,
experienced o
resouree transfer in 2022, In July,
thee first joint declaration by G20
finunee leaders on international
tax cooperation ended with
disagreement over whether the UN
or the DECD is the right forum to
advance the agenda,
al ch g th the
re-emergence of Chi nd India
and thelr BRICS growping, in 2000,
bt it sfll wwades the reversal of
colonial imbalances in key areas.,
In 1960, the LS, used 40% of the
world's natural pesources having
hegemonie power to set up
multilateralism ina unilateral
marnner. With the reconstruction
of Europe by 1970, their share had
come down to 26%,
Multilateralism evislved into
treaties, having the authority o
impact national policies, The G-7
share decreased to one-fifth in
2010, when Asla used hall of global
resouiree use, Ina more equal
world, the interests of the Glabal
South gatned o volee but not the
abiblity 1o set the age with
Africa in 2023 had to file o case to
determine obligations under the
elimute reglme and this |8 3 severe
Indictment of confs

aelty ks even more severe with
China and Incia as outhiers
becoming global leaders only in
certain areas. The trend is towards
amore equil world n all s
dimensions, In 20040, 4.6 billion
people lved in countries whose
combined GDP was just 200 of the
755 million people who lved in the
G, By 2006, the GDP share of 17
developlng countries us a
percentige of the G-7 countries
tripled to G3%. The Summit
accepts this imbalance but foouses
on how progress is measured
rather than on measures to bridge
the gaps.

The Summit recognises ihat
G foeuses on the economic
performance of societies bul secks
1 bimk Bt b0 sustatnability, A
brauder understanding of
prosperity considers
nonmonetary fctors such as
Infrastructure, munibeipal services,
affordable enengy, educational
opportundties, health care, and
access to drinking water that better
represent the urban living
standards in a country, A focus on
comparible levels of well- being is
averdue,

The big lesson from the Summit
18 that developing countries have
vt o explodt the opportunitles
presentec by the UN system. While
the international political process
I8 epen in procedural terms, it has
been informed by consensus
schence develope hnl by "official
experts', and this will be the case
Iur ulnlul povernance of Artificial

diplomacy.

Foundations of power

The foundations of power will
reamain with the West for a few
deendes even as the global trend |s
In favour of the Global South. In
1800, Asia consumed more energy
theain thee rest of the waorld, In 1850,
It consumed as much energy as the
West, In 1950, the West's
consumption was three times the
rest of the warld, In 2000, the
West consumed as much energy as
the rest of the world, The
Imbalance in the sphere of
technology and endogenous

(AL and modification
of GOP. Experts frame kssues ina
mmanner that determines the
“problem” and how it should be
“resabved”.

As global power shifts back
Asla, both glints are consclous that
their ideas are different from the
dominant view espoused by the
Wesst on how soclethes work,
change, and can be Influenced. In
anod o geopolitics, Asia needs to
e involved more deeply from the
very beginning in expert bodies on
Al and GOP o shipe global
gEovernance by defining global
prborities, conperation, and
Justice,

STATE OF PLAY

Diggo Molorana
Upasak Das
Chukrndhar Buddhn

n Andhra Pradesh, the
l current and previous re-

phmes have reled hewdly
on cash transfers o support
vulnerable  eitizens,  These
transfers reflect a global trend
favouring  direct cash  assis-
tance  over traditional aid,
based on the beliel that reci
plents can meet their needs
more  effectively,  However,
while the State’s cash transfer
schemes, such as YSR Rythu
Bharosa (RB) and Jagananna
Amma Vodi (AMY), are ambi- | Discre
tous, our recent study shows | such
that these programmes are not
reaching many of those they
seek to help, particulardy in e
bal communities,

Unlike  inkind  support,
which involves complex sup-
ply chains, eash transfers deliv-
er funds directly to benehiciar-
bes, allowing them o make | and C
thelr own cholees. In Andhra
Pradesh, cash transfers form
the backbone of the gove
ment's wellare agenda, provid- | clusion,
Ing financlal abd across varous | mee
sectors,  Between 2009 and
2024, the government clims
o hawve spent neaely two lakh | al
crores  in cash  transfer
schemes,

The RE seheme, linnched in
2019, proviches annual Ananclal
ssistance of T03,500 to farmer
farnilies, Meanwhile, the AMY
programme offers T15,000 per
year to mothers or guardians
of school-going children,

However, our  December
2022 survey of over 1100 hou-
seholds in the Integrated Tribal
Development Ageney regions
of the State revealed that ap-
prozimately 24% of eligible RB
beneficiaries and 15% of AMY
bemeficlares did ot recelve
any benefits, These figures are

Andhra
Pradash

partieularly alarming as they
hdghlight a faflure to reach the
mest vulnerable,
Administrative and techni-
cal barrlers largely aceou:
these exclusions, Our research
identified dssues like unlinked
Aadhaar numbers, errors in
bank account mapplng, and
unresobved technical glitches,
wncies in land records,
swipped  village
s, led to payment denials
for eligible farmers. The bu
reaneratic challenges in resolv.
I thiese Issues are often over-
whelming, especially for those
with lmited Heeraey and aceess

by Silvia Masiero
Ihar Buddha on
the RB scheme kghlights th
maln lssues, Many beneficlar-
e rermiain unaware of their ex:
and grievance redress
sms are often ineffec
tive, The design laws block ac.
cess o subsicies. Information:
buirrlers
beneficlaries are not informed
about benefit denfals or solu-
thons, Steuctural challenges, n:
cluding difficulties in updating
ineorrect
exclusions.

These issues un
derscore the need For mare In-
clusive welfare systems,

The poorest are often ex:
cluded due 1o gliiches and
complex error-resolution pro-
cesses, For tribal communities,
especilly women, necessing
help is even harder due to long
trivvel times and cultural biases
In public services,

These challenges ralse fun-
damental questions about the

Cash transfers in A.P: hfelmf with gaps

effectiveness of digital infras-
tructure in delivering well
The technologieal shift has in.
creased the burden on already
strained  administrative  sys
tems and the most vulnerable
benchciaries, for whom “a
Blicch™ can mean missing vital
finanelal help. Instead of sim-
plifying. digital public nfras
tructure has, in some cases,
sclched Layers of complexity.

To address this, the govern:
ment needs to go beyond the
current digitabfirst appronch,
for | A concerted effort Is necessary
to skmplify administrative pro-
cedures, enhance ground-level
suppart services, and mprove
vutreach to ridse awareness of
eligibility criverda and enroll-
ment processes. Investing in
loeal help centres, deploying
mare mobile support teams,
and offering guidance in local
languages can bridge the ac
cessthility gap.

The lessons are clear, tech-
nolegy ean mike welfre deliv
ery easber for the administra.
thom, but it cannot substitute
the need for transparent, hu
e | man-eentred SUppor systems,
Information gaps, such as un-
clear reasons for benefit exchu:
shons and ineffective grievance
redressal m wnfsms, must
bee ncldressed to ensure these
programmes truly reach and
uplift the marginalised. The
State must ensure that the pro-
mise of cash transfers does not
end at the elick of a button but
reaches every eligible beneficl
ary, Only then can these ambd:
tious welfare programmes be-
come elfective lifelines for the
poor,

oecir  when

s, exacerhate

e Mo s Assoclate Profesor
al e Urslwersity of Maples Lodmade

Uipvrsiak [ b S Lctirer e
lshal Develnprment instkiute ot the
Lintversy of Mrchesier

Chakradhar Badihe is Senior
Fesearcher affildated uith LibTech ndva

What has Make in India achieved?

slowed 1o 5.5%, its GO shar

| DATA POINT

R Naguraj

0 September 25, 2004, the
0 wwly elected Unfon goe

vernment  initiated  the
Makee in India (M1 poliey with twa
objectives: () to raise the manufic-
turkng sector’s share in GDI to 25%
(from 4%A5%), and () o create
100 million additional industrial
Jobs (from about 60 million) by
2025, The poliey was similar to the
New Manufacturing Poliey 2002,
formulated but not implemented.
The policy comtext: though India's
anmual real (net of nilatlon) GOP

muturity as in the advanced coun-
tries.
Why is India deindustrialising?
Why did industrial production
prowth plummet despite the offi-
chal real GDP growth rate of 68575
annually? Fixed investment growth
practically collapsed. Chart 4
shows the annual growth rate in
GVA and gross fixed capital forma-
tion (GFCF) from 200243 to 2019
20 s per Natlonal Aceounts Statls-
ties (NAS) and Armal Survey of In-
dustries  (ASD, We focus on
timetested AS] figures as the NAS
figures are overestimated due to
methodological problems. The in-
dustrial output growth e s
e lower than the ¢ il NAS-

growth rate had I d o
THeH% during the previous decade
with rising export share, especially
durlng 200308, manufaciuring
sector performance was modest,
with increasing net imports and
mudest employment expansion,

Ten years on, what are the poli-
ey outcomes? According to the Na-
tional Accounts Statisties (NAS),
the manufacturing real gross vahie
added (GVA) growth rate  has
showed down from 8.1 during 2001
12 1o 5.5% eluring 201223 {Chart 1).
The sector's GDP share has stagrnar-
e at 15%17% over the lase three de
e Fvonigh Bt ds slightly higher in
the | GOP serfes due o meth-
odological changes (Chart 2).

As per the NSSO sample sur
veys, manufacturing employment
his declined from 126% in 200012
o 11.4% in 202223, Unorganised or
i al sector manulacturing ac
counts for most employment, de-
clining by 8.2 million, from 38.8
million in 200516 to 30.6 million by
202223, as per surveys of unincor
porated sector enterprises, Agri-
culture’s share in the workforee ine
crensed from A2.5% In 2008-19 to
A58 In 202223 (Chart 3).

The preceding reversal of struc:
el teansformation from a higher
o a bower productivity sector s un-
precedented in postindependent
India. 1t s the clearest sign ver of
premature ustrialisation,
that is, bef ttaining incdustrial

™
K

based esti The GFCF grewth
rate during the period is practically
wero, Unsurprisingly, booming im-
ports, malnly from China, have
met the demand (Chart 5).

Why did not domestic invest:
menis grow under M1, desplie In-
dia’s rank in the World Bank's Ease
of Dokng Business (EDB) index, im-
proving from 142 in 2004-15 to 63 in
2019-20¢ Because EDB is a bogus,
pelitically motivated index with l
tle analytical or empirical founda-
tons, With hindsight, the govern-
ment  squandered  away  six
precious years chasing a dubious
index.

The key to reversing dedndus.
trialisation is re-imagining indus-
trial policy to align teade and in-
dustrbal - policles W promote
domestic vitlue addition and learn-
g, Protection policles must pro-
mote seeuring a dynamic compara-
tive advant; not offer cash
subsicies 1o gain a statle compara:
tive mdvantage. India muse aim ot
Irvestment-led growth and techno
logical eatching up. They must be
supported by dummlt R&D o

Indigenisation of 1|||mr:rd tech:
nology. Publicly funded develop-
ment finance institutions or "pall-
ey banks” are needed w provide
affordable longterm credit for so-
chulising the risks of learning and
eatching up with the technologieal

fromtber,
»
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FIFTY YEARS AGD SEPTEMBER 30, 1974

HMT Sales to go upin
three years

NEW DELHI, Sept. 29: The Hindustan Machine
Tools Limited would increase s turmover from
R, 43 crores to R, 100 crares in the next three
years when it completes its expansion and
diversifieation programme, Dr. 5, M, Patl,
Chairman of the Company, told a press
conference here today.

e, Patd] saded this would hewever push up the
capital outliy of the company to Bs, 100 crores
from about Bs. 70 crores at present.

Ior. Patil suded the recognition thae HMT had
won in the sophisticate erration chine
tool markets could be seen from the agreement
it had signed last year with Kearney and Trecker
Murvin of UK. under which 1t would supply the
baske machines for the numerical controls for
sitle abroad. HMT would gradually take on more
and more of the numerbeal controls part of the
work to make the entire product in India, HMT
had already secured orders worth 1.5 millions
(Rs. 2.8 crores) for the next three years,

HMT also signed another agreement with
Machine Tool Works Buchrle and Co. Oerlikon,
Switzerland, for the export of engineering
documentation and equipment to the Swiss
company and the contract was worth 4.5 million
Swiss francs (Rs. 2.8 crores),

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 30, 1924
Madras Scavengers' Union.

The Madras Corporation and City Semvengers”
Unbon has represented, by the Corporation
Health Officer, the grievances of the scavengers
and the great h..lrnkhirm lhuy are subject to for

VETIRETS Are ok
given 15 days” beave on full pay as they are
entithed to; (2) thae they are overworked as Night
Soll Depot coolies in digging grounds; (3) the
night drivers who work hard the whale night are
required to present themselves at 8:30 am. o
amswer the Muster Roll call, to work dll 1 it
and agadn turn up at 4 pom, and work dll 6 pam,
and run up again for night duty, wages being
pabel For work in the ndghts only; (43 that the men
should be patd thelr monthly wages not laer
tham the 5th ol every menth; and (5) that the
mietor Jorry eoolies whe werk from 7 am, 1o 7
pum, whthout any rest every day should be glven
at beast a half holiday on Saturdays,

i -, -

LR
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
Number of complaints

The death toll from

THE &

Amount earmarked

to NRI cell regarding

the Nepal floods and

for infra upgrades for

mHINDU

The number of

Ukranian drones shot

The death toll in the

Gaza Strip since

domestic violence

The government's NRI
481 cell, which handies cases
related 1o NRI mardages
of women both n India and abroad,
recelved 4B1 complaints from wamen in
2022, on Isswes ranging from domestic
wiglence, canflscation of passports ete, er

landslides

Nepal's National Disaster
A8 i
Management Authority
sald 148 people had been killed across the
country with anather 59 stll missing. At
least 36 of thode killed were aboard thiee
wehicles and were burled allve, we

Kumbh Mela

in ¥ crore, The Rallway

working en making
elaborate arrangements for the Kumbh
Mela and has plans o run 992 special
wralns for the mega religlous congregatian
ta e held in Prayagra) in January. e

down by Russia

The shooting down of
12 drones sparked a wildfire

and sl an apanment
black alight In one af the largest barrages
sen over Russian skies since Modcow
Invaded Ukraine in February 2022, Slateen
clvlllans wers injured, o

October 7, 2023

The tall
41.595 "
’ nime deaths
Inthe last 24 hours, as per the ministry,
which sald that 96,251 peaple have been
wounded in Gaza since the war began, we
COMPILE D BY THE HINOU DATA TEAM

EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
tudent-led protests have marred
activity at the Rajiv Gandhi
Magiomal University of Law
(RGNUL) after Viee-Chancellor
(VC) Professor Jai Shankar Singh allegedly
etered the girls hostel without prior
notice, violating thelr privacy. Students
regard this incident as the lase straw ina
series of grievances that, in their view,
huve eaused the VO to lose "the
leacling to an indefinite sit-in
protest that began on Sepember 22,
2024, Their demands include
strengthened campus -.l'runly. the
establishment of a students' association
for improved representation, and the
Emplemer m of comprehensive
academic re

What happenced?

Denying the allegations, Mr. Singh told
The Hirvel that his visie oo the ficstyear
female studems’ rooms was “at thelr
invitatien." He claimed that an influx of
female students this academnic year had
bedd 1o overcrowding in the girls' hostel,
with first-year students ht-ln,|,. placed in
double-oceupancy rooms, “These are
baseless accusations, | visited the
first-year students’ rooms only after they
repeatedly complained about the
shortage of space. 1 was accompanied by
the chiel warden and a female seeurity

stucdent told The Hindu
ngh to give either the

s of the hostel warden any prior

notice of his visit, “According to hostel

ﬂ'J.'uLlllnlh. access to the girls' hostel is

ity, eits are denied
eniry unless explicitly suthorised, This
unannounced visit constitutes a grive
breach of our privacy, especi Iy since this
s our personal space,” she

Students further elaimed mn the chiel
warden and a female seeurity guard only
arrived to accompany Mr, Singh only after
being summoned by the students, “The
VC didn't just visit the firstyear students;
he also entered the rooms of third year
sndents, If his ntention was solely 1o
dcdress the space issues affecting
first-yenr students, why did be feel the
need to enter the rooms of third year
stclents, whe reside in an entirely
separate block?™ a third year female
student questioned,

Hewever, this is purportedly not the
first instance of inappropriste behaviour
exhibited by Mr, Singh.,

aking on the
condition of anonymity, alleged that since
his appointment in March, he has made
sexlst and insensitive remarks on multiple
occasions. A wrilten representation
subrmitted by the students (o the Chiel
Justice of the Punjab and Haryana High
Court — who also serves as the ex-officio
Chancellor of the University — attributes
numerous instances of moral policing w
the VC,

“Ladd he, ddomestic violenee we
marriage jalsa Act uthao aur aaram se
ghar par eourse kare. Ky itna complicated
i ey tapie beti e (You are a gird, pick a
Law like domestic violence or marriage
anl stay back ar home and pursue the
course, Why do you opt for new and

Follow us €D facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com,/the_hindu

Why are law students at RGNUL protesting?

Is this the first such students” protest ar the Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law? What are the various allegations against the Vice-Chancellor Professor Jai
Shankar Singh? Where do talks between the administration and students stand?

Are dial_n,wuel underway?

seniors had protested for the
lish of an official students’

between the |
students and the University
administration have repeatedly Biled o
reach a consensus, Moreover, three
i y members of the nine-member
Intee conatituted to facilitae
discussions with the students have
resigned without explanation,

Several students reported to The Hindu
that they have been protesting in
sweltering heat and wdverse weather
conditions, with some even b
consciousy il requiring medical
attention. “We tried to arrange for ents,
bt the university administration
Intervened and directed suppliers not o
honour our requests,” claimed &
third year student.

Srudents also claimed that the
administration contacted their parents o
stifle the protests, wamning them thae that
thedr ehildren could Bice expulsion if they
continued o agitate, Mr. Singh, however,
denied the allegations and wold The
Hireadu, "No calls were made, These are
Just lbes and false accusations”

Are there other grievances?

This is not the first student-led protest
that RGNUL has wimessed, In 2009,
appraxbmamtely 400 students agreed to
end a five-day indefinite sivin only after

complicated toples),” Mr, Singh allege
told some femabe students, as per the
representition accessed by The Hindu.
Additionally, he reportedly questioned
the attire of some fernale students on one
oecasion,

% »

the aclmini ion itted o revoking
the suspension of six students who had
sddvocited for improved bostel food,
enhanced library access for women, and
the removal of discriminatory curfew
restrictions in the girls' hostel, “Our

association nearly four years ago, yet no
progress has been mude on that frene, It is
incredibly difficult to voice our grievances
without an official representative body," a
fourth-year student said,

Female students have also volced
coneerns regarding inadecuate security
mesures. “Since the university ks located
on the outskirts of Patiala, the road in
fromt of the campus remaing deserted, We
have repestedly urged the § istration
o inestull street lights, COTV cameras, and
set up a palice outpost near the main
ke, But our grievances hive been
dismissed citing a lack of requisite funds,”
astudent told The Himdu,

In recent times, NLUs

E

omee hailed as

b ndds of excellence” by former Prime

Minister D, Manmaobhan Singh - have

witnessed a wave of student protests

fuelled by a range of factors such as
ps, |

According o Prof. (D) §
noted academic and VC of Chanaky;
ity (CNLLT), Patrna,
NLUs witness significantly fewer student
|1m1t~ih compared 1 other undversit
ly exhibit
n froam
ringg in any form of violence, They

exercise their right w protest peaceably
without arms. 1do nat see any problem
with e, e wold The Hindw,

[, Mustafa further opined that
students, as primary stakeholders, should
play an active role in administrative

I rnges A rauip af students protesting at the Rajlv Gandii Natinal Unlversity in Patiala, Punjab on Septembser 29, SUNDAR SHARA

decision-malking. “When it comes
conflict resolution, | belleve
responsibility les with the head of the
institution to take the indtiative,
Throughout my 15-year tenure as the VO
af various NLUs, | have never subscribed
10 the “control model’ of university
administration. Involving students
meaningfully in sdministrtive decisions
fosters trust between them and the
administration, U ately, universities
are better run from classrooms than from
thee VC's office,” he added,

e

What happens next?

Ratj Latli Gill, the Chairperson of the
Punjab State Women Commission, has
written to President Droupndi Murmo and
Prime Mindster Narendea Modi

recommending the “immediate removal™
of Mr. Singh “to restore a safe and
respectiul emvironment on the university
campus,” The recommendation follows
her visit to the university, where she met
with protesting students and instructed
the administration to form a “newtral
comm th student representatives
0 engage inlogue.

Additionally, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has reportedly aken
cognisance of the students' grievances
el sssured them of prompl action,
Diespite Dr, M Vats, the Officiating
Registrar of the varsity, announcing that
classes would resume on September 27,
2024, students have so far unanimeously
boycotted them. The University was
earlier shut down on account of the
angoing protests,

1E GIST

Student-led protests have
rnarried activity at the Rajiv
Gandhi Matlonal Unbversity of
Law (RGNUL) after
Wice-Chancellor (VC) Prodessor
Jal Shankar Singh allegedly
enteresd the gids' hostel
withaut prior natice, vialating
thelr privacy.

-

Dervying the allegations, Mr,
Sirgh told The Hingy that his
wislt b the first-year female
students’ rooms was “at theis
Invitation.”

-

Ra) Lali GIll, the Chalrpersan af
the Punjab State Wamen
Cammission, has written
President Droupadi Murmu and
Prirm Minister Narendra Maodi
recammending the “immediate
remival” af Mr, Singh “to
restore o safe and respectiul
eEniranment on the wnlversity
campus,”
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The Mullenweg-WP Engine dispute and
how WordPress users are affected

Wordress is software that

sople can use to build a website, bl

OF C-COMIMence

portal on the internet, While W1 Engine is a company that offers

managed hosting services for WordPress websites, Matt Mullenweg is the founder and CEO of Automatic, the company that owns WordPress.com

NMasudevan Mukunth

ince September 21, a dispute

between Matt Mullenwey, the

techmologist at the centre of the

WordPress community, and a
company cilled WP Engine has
snowhalled rapidly inte a erlsis for lakhs
of WordPress users around the world,
WordPress reputedly powers more than

40% of all websites on the internet, so

+ policies that affect users’ ability to access
the software's features could have a
wide-ranging impact,

WordPress and Mullenweg
WordPress ks o plece of software people
can use 1o build a website, blog or
e-commerce portal on the internet, As
open-source software, it's bullt, tested,
deployed, and popularised by o
community of thousands of volunteer
developers bocated around the world. Itis
available under a GPL licence, which
allews others o modify the software
while obligating them w distribute the
new version under the same licence,

A WordPress website can be
selhosted: you can download a copy of
WordPress for free from WordPress.ong to
e for websites hosted on your own
server, In the hosted version, you pay a
fiee to o third party to manage your
wiehaite's WordPress setup and
infrastracture, WP Engine Is one such
third party,

Matt Mullenweg is the founder and
CEO of Automattic, a for-profit company
that owns many digital products. One of
them is WordPress.com, a hosted
WordPress offering. Mullenweg also
personally owns WordPress.org, which
dispenses the opensource WordPress for

download, This sald, Automattic n't
directly affilinted with WordPress.org or
the WordPress Foundation, It contributes
nearly 3,988 hours per week towards
WordPress development, however,

The trademark dispute
On September 21, Mullenwey accused WP
Engine of belng a “cancer™ w the
WordPress community, His ive was
directed at WP Engine’s decision o
disable the ability of WordPress insialled
on sites it hosts to record changes made
to content composed using the system,
WP Engine's stated reason wis that this
feature led o bloated databases that
eventually slowed websites. Mullenweg
also alleged W Engine was profiting from
free aceess to WordPress without iself
g to WordPress's developmen

After the post appeared, WP Engine
shot off a cease-and-desist (C&D) letter 1o
Automattic on September 23 asking
Mullenweg to stop disparaging W
Engine, Automattic's liwyers responded
with a CAD letter 1o WP Engine alleging
the latter had viokited a trademark,

Aceording to Automattic's letter, WP
Engine's use of the label “WP" in its name
has confused consumers into equating
WP Engine with WordPress iusell, WP
Engine rebutted by quoting a line from
the WordPress Foundation websie's page
om "Tracemark Poliey™: “The
abbreviation "WP* is not covered by the
WordPress trademarks and you are free to
use B in any way you see fit." But at some
poini after September 21 the line was
edited to; “The abbreviation "W is not
covered by the WordPress trademarks,
bug please don't use it ina way that
conluses people.”

WP Engine also said it had been using

the label "W for “more than a decade”,
Trademark liw in the LS, expects
trademark owners (o act to sanction
potentially infringing uses, If they don't,
they are liable to lose the trademark. WP
Engine's argument is thus that it has been
able to use the “WP” label for many years
without inviting punitive action,

An unprecedented ban
On September 24, Mullemweg wrote ina
Reddit post that WD Engine "had the
option to lcense the WordPress
trademark for 8% of their revenue, which
could be delivered either as payments,
people ... or any combination of the
abaove.” The 8% figure, which would have
ameunted o $40 million a year from WP
Engine, has not been specibed anywhere
else, The next day, Mullenweg banned WP
Engine from divectly neeessing updates
and plug-ins hosted on WordPress.org,
abruptly breaking the normal function of
several lakh Word Press websites (the
updates are essential for WordPress
websites to remain secure), This action
Freatly exacerbated negative sentiments
towards Mullenweg in the WordPress
community that had erupted after his
“eancer” comment,

One point of contention among
community members centred on WP
Engine's decision to disable revision

trademark licence fee, it will be to the
Foundation - yet the C&D letter alleging
trademark misuse came from Automattic,
not the Foundation,

Many developers have also construed
Mullenweg's declsion to ban WP Engine's
aceess o WordPress.org to be a
subwversion of the WordPress open-source
community’s equal-opportunity structure
In favour of an Automattic CEO's bid to
resolve a dispute driven by himsell. They
have also alleged Mullenweg has a conflict
of Interest since WP Engine competes
directly with Autormattic's
WordPress.com,

An uncertain future
Despite WP Engine not being obligated o
contribute to WordPress development,
Mulbenweg has maintained it isn't entited
to aceess WordPress.org beeause such
access is vouchsafied for services that
benehit the WordPress community, He
told The Verge his actions erect “an
expectation that any business making
hundreds of millions of dollars off of an
apen source project ought o give back”™,
On September 27, Mullenweg
temporarily restored WP Engine's access
to resources on WordPress,org until
October | while asking stakeholders w
blame W Engine's leaders, not him, for
the csruption.

control, which Mullenweg had Luted
o WP Engine's private equity ownership
“hutchering” WordPress in order o cut
costs. Members also highlighted the
confusion surrcunding Mullenweg's role
vis-dvis WordPress, According to the
WordPress Foundation, Automattic has a
livence to use the “WP” for commerncial
activitles,

Shoubd WP Engine be liable to pay a

Thie WardPre: filiedl aim
apphication in July with the U5, Patent
and Trademark Office to trademark the
terms “Managed WordPress” and "Hosted
WordPress”.

I the present context, this has sowed
more uncertainty amid indepenclent
hosting providers, who are seeking clarity
from Auwtomattic and keep legal action
against their businesses at bay.
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Please send In your answers 1o
dailyquizi@thehindu.coin

A quiz on Dame Maggie Smith, one of the most acclaimed and loved actors

of our time, who passed away recently

AV, Ramanan Smith as the cne playing the
legend ary Prof, McGanagall.

N Her face-off with ancther

QUESTION 1 popular chamcter nearly did

Maggle Smith was ane of the
few actresses to earn the ‘Triple
Crawn of Acting’, Name the

sk far which she got the scene?
Ernmvy that helped her
camplete the honour,

L

QUESTION 2

Maggle Smith wan her first
Qscar for playing the titular
character in which 1969 flick? | &

L

QUESTION 3

Vihich character did she play in
Steven Spielberg's Hook, a take

on Peder Pan? the other thesplan shared the
.
QUESTION & Another Day. Name the fellow
Harry Patter tans kncw Ms, thesplan,
[47]
[

nat make it 1o film but far
authar LK. Rowling insisting it
sheuld be Included, Which

[

QUESTION S

Mame her co-star in her fist
Oscar-winning film, Trovels
With My Auit, wihom she
marrled and had two sons with,

QUESTION 6

Maggle Smith starred slongside
this thesplan's daughter Finty
Williams in Gosford Pavk, while

screen with Smith's son In D [

Visual question:

Name the character played by Maggle Smith in Downton Abbey,

Questions and Answers to the September 27
wdition of the dally quiz: L. The school Bhagat
Singh attendd in his boyhaad, Ans: Dayanand
Anglo-Vedic School In Lahore

2, The word Singh and his comrades added to
HEtA thiss changing it to HSRA, Ans: Soclalist

3, Thet name af the Britsh officer assassinated
Iy Bhagat Singh and Rajgurd. Ansi John P,
Saunders

4, Bhagat Singh ard Batukeshwar Dutt threw
Banbs in the Central Legislative Assembly in
appositicn ta the intraduction of these sets of
lows. Ans: Public Safety BIl and the Trade
Disputes Bill

5, Thes number of days of hunger strike Bhagat
singh underwent in protest of the treatment of
palitical prisoners, Anst 116 days

Visual: The period for which Bhagat Singh was
detalned In connection with the Lahore
Dussehra bomb case of 1926, Ans: May 29 to
July 4, 1927

Early Birds: Anwesha Mandal| C. Saravanan|
Arving Tiltwiy| Plyall Tull| Vivek Ra

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

1got the entire
Six-course
meal for free!

You should store the money you
saved on the meal in your piggy
bank for a rainy day

& Upendran

What is the meaning of ‘The
opposition skunked our team'?

When used as a noun, the word ‘skunk” is
mstly wsedd to refer to the animal which
sequires or sprays o foul-smelling Heuid on
its attacker, The smell is so bad that the
attacker Aees. The word s sometimes
wsed with human beings as well. When
yous refer to an individual as a ‘skunk’,
what you are suggesting is that he is
rather unpleasant; he is disliked and not
trusted by those around him,

There's no way I'm inviting thar skunk
1o the party.

Unlike in British English, Americans
frequently use the word ‘skunk” as a verb
as well, When you say that the rival team
“sleunked’ you, what you mean s that they
defeated you quite badly; it was an easy
victory for them, Ina game lke football, it
also suggests that your team flled o
seore & single goal.

Nobody expected Harish to skunk
Sanjay in strafght sets.

The expression ‘drunk as a skunk’ is
used informally to mean ‘very drunk’.

Which is correct? “1 got it for free” or
“I got it free™? (Amar, Bengaluru)

1 you love your grammar, and strongly
beelieve that all rules shauld be followed
Blimlly, then you would argue that ‘Tor
free’ Is grammatically incorrect. You
would maintiin that the word ‘free’ is an
adjective and net a nown; therefore, &
preposition like ‘or' should not precede
it. We cannaot, therefore, say ‘for free’, But
as we know, rules are meant o be broken,
It has become common nowadays, even
among native speakers of English, to say
“for free’, In informal contexts, we hear
sentences lke 'l got it for free',

What is the origin of the term ‘plggy
bank'? (K. George, Cochin)
Nowadays, when you hear the word
“plggy bank’, you immedistely think of an
object shaped like a pig, which parents
give their children in order to encourage
them to save money, Whenever a child
receives money from the parents or
relatives, thuﬁ are expected to put it in the
little bank, The curious among you may
wonder why this ‘bank’ is shaped like a
“pig’ = after all, this animal, is not known
for fts ability to save — it never stores food
for winter. The enly thing it does is eat.

As you are probably aware, several
centuries ago the dishes and utensils that
wee make wse of today were made of clay,
ancl nest metil. In England, the elay thst
wis used to make jugs, jars, plites, e,
was called ‘pygg’. Whenever a housewdfe
munaged to save some money, she used
o put It in a 'pygg jar’ which she called
“pyeg bank’ = meaning ‘clay bank’.
Around the 18th century the spelling of
the clay was changed o 'pig’, and by the
time the 19th century arrived, most
people had forgotten that the word 'plg”
in "pig bank' referred o a type of cly and
nodt the animal,

upendrankyeigmail.com

Word of the day

Ilusory:
based on or having the nature of an ilusian,

Usage: His hopes wauild soon prove to be
Husory.

Pronunciation: newsth.ive/illusorypeo

International Phonetic
Alphabet: siesisil, ol

For feedback and suggestions for
Tewt & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu,co.in
with the subject ‘Teat & Context’
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h
Artver that averflowed its barks after the passage of Trapical Starm John in Chilpancings, Mexieo, on Friday. The head of Mexice's national metecralogical senvice, Alejandra

Not just nothing, dark matter quests
close in on dire ‘neutrino fog’

Scientists have placed the tightest restrictions vet on the identity of the particles that make up dark matter. It was a null result: it didn't say what the particle’s identity was but
suggested which identities the particle couldnt have. It prompied a sense of resignation. Similar experiments have been turning up empty-handed for decades

Nirmal i

n August 28, two members of
an experiment at conferences
in Chicago and 5o Paulo had
an announcement to make,

They were representing about 200 of
their colleagues involved in the design,
building, and operation of the
LUX-ZEPLIN (LZ) experiment located
1.5km helow the earth's surface at the
Sanford Underground Research Facility in
South Dakota, U.S, Their news: their band
of scientists had placed the tightest
ioms yet on the identity of the
particles that made up dark matter.

It was a null result: it didn’e say what
the particle’s identity was but suggested
which identities the particle couldn't
have. And it didn't prompt
disappaintment from the physics
community. Instead, it prompted
resignation.

Experiments similar to LZ — such as
XENON-nT in ltaly, PandaX-4T in China,
and dozens of others around the world —
have been turning up empty-handed for
decades now despite heroic efforts,

Dark matter and its handshake
Dark matter is the invisible stuff making
up most of the mass in the universe,
responsible for giving the cosmos its
current looks. Stars, gas, and planets
contribute only 15% to the universe’s
(IS

The simplest contender for the
make-up of dark matter is a previously
unknown type of particle that doesn't
imteract with photons and lives — ie.
without disintegrating, unlike maost
particles — for at least the age of the
universe, about 14 billion years.

This raises a question: does dark
matter ever touch us? More precisely, can
atomic nuclel and electrons scatter dark
matter particles when they come close?

Several theories of dark matter indeed
predict this handshake berween the
visible and invisible. The issue is how we
can detect it.

A sail to catch the wind
In 1985, physicists Mark Goodman and Ed
Witten proposed a new strategy that has
sinee mushroomed into an entire
sub-field of experimental physics. (This is
the same Witten of string theory fame.
Thus the most theoretical of physicists
has spawned an industry of experiments,
proving the artificiality of divisions within
physics. 1t is ironic that if dark matter is
discovered in an underground laboratory,
Witten will be awarded the Nobel Prize
for something he has spent the least ime
on.)

We are all familiar with the pancake
shape of the Milky Way galaxy. This disk

(M)
§
!&é
'L

of stars is embedded in a ball of dark
matter about 100,000 ghtyears across,
In the Solar System, every teaspoon of
space contains about two protons” weight
of dark particles. These particles blow as
1 wind into us from all directions at
one-thousandth the speed of light.

Goodman's and Witten's (GW) idea was
to catch this wind in a “sail™ - a chunk of
metal placed deep underground to shield
against other radiation from space. Ifa
nuclews in the metal were seen to recoil
spontanecusly, it must be the invisible
bump of dark matter.

In Ernest Rutherford's gold foil
experiment, his team shone a
well-understood beam at a mysterious
target, GW's idea was the reverse: an
enigmatic bearm on a familiar target. The
ol of the experiment is to measure two
quantities: the unknown mass of the dark
particle and the unknown rate at which
atomic nuclei scatver dark matter
particles. Physicists track this rate using a
variable called the cross-section.

Comsider the passage of light in a
vacuum, in glass, and in a piece of rock.
In the first case, a photon travels
unimpeded; in the second, it travels a
good distance before being scattered by
an atom; and in the third, it is
immediately stopped. We then say, for
these three cases respectively, that the
srattering cross-section is zero, small, and
ENOrmous.

Transparency needn't apply to light
alone: any medium can be quantifiably

(XTACL
§60 9
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Sclentists are actively pursuing
other avenues of research, too.

Ome is to detect dark particles
that are lighter than atomic
nuclel, for these would scatter
feebly off the target nuclens

transparent or opacue to any particke
type. GW's proposal would have
measured the cross section for dark
matter to scatter on nuclei down o 1099
en?, already a staggeringly tiny quantity.
It would imply that dark matter would
have to traverse 10 billion km of rock
before being stopped.

“The neutrino fog"

These mousetraps for dark matter have
since come a long way. Where GW
proposed the use of 4 kilogramme of
metal for a day, today scientists expose
tonnes of liquid xenon and argon o the
dark-matter wind for years. The
advantage of going bigger and running
longer is that one can catch dark matter
that is ghostlier, i.e., with a smaller cross
section. As a result, we can now say with
a straight face that we have ruled out dark
matter-nucleus cross sections of 104 cms,
a million times smaller than the GW limit.

This is just the announcement LZ made
in August,

Could we go on making our detectors
bigger and probe arbitrarily smaller cross
seections? Not quite. Future detectors that
will weigh tens to hundreds of tonnes will

also register much more noise from the
seatters of other ghostly particles,
especially neutrinos forged in the Sun's
interior and in the earth’s atmosphere. In
fact, PandaX-4T and XENONnT are
already reporting this issue. The
resignation following L2% announcement
is partly for this reason: scientists had
hoped o reveal dark matter's identity
before facing this “neutrino fog.” Telling
dark matter and neutrino signals apart in
future searches is a challenge that drives a
great deal of research.

Every last drop

Seientists are actively pursuing other
avenues of research, wo, One is to detect
dark particles that are lighter than atomic
nucled, for these would scatter feebly off
thee target muckeus.

Picture a bug hitting a truck, which
would hardly move the vehicle. The goal
is to develop technology to perceive the
slightest of energy transfers, which
invislves building detectors wsing special
materials that are currently restricted to
the realm of condensed matter physics.

Thus the hunt for dark matter, like that
of the Calydonian boar, unites many

talents, That is not surprising: the effort to

decipher the natural world has always
drawn every last drop of human
ingenuity.

(Nirmal Raj is an assistant professor of
theoretical plysics at the Centre for High
Energy Physics in the Indian nstitute of

Science, Bengalure, nraj@iisc.acint
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Dark matter is the invisible
stuff making up mast of the
nass in the universe,
responsible for ghing the
caemas e eurment looks.
Stars, gas, and planets
contibute only 15% to the
universe's mass

-

The simplest contender for
the make-up of dark matter i
& previously unknawn type of
particle that doesn't interact
with photans. and lives for at
Least the age of the universe,
about 14 billion years

-

The researchers’ plan s ta
cateh the dark matter in a
‘aail' — o deteetor placed
deep undergrownd to shield
against cther radiation from
Space. i a nucleus in the
detector were seen 1o recoll,
It st be the invisible bump
aof dark matter

w

The goal is o measure the
unknown mass of the dark
particle and the unknown
rate at which atomic nuclel
scatter dark matter particles,
Physictits track this rate using
& varlable called the
cross-section

Mender, sald John had soaked Guerrers with more than 95 cm af rain gnce September 23, while Dtis, a Category 5 hurricane, had brought 35 cm of rain. seuTess
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WIHAT IS IT?

Pollen: a mammoth killer?

Vasudevan Mukunth

Pallen is an important substance
many plants use to reproduce. It
is a gametophyte, a multicellular
organism of sorts that delivers
the male gamete of a
seed-producing plant to the
stigma of another such plant.

Each pollen particle consists of
reproductive and
nan-raproductive cells. When the
pollen lands on a compatible
plant, the non-reproductive cells
produce the pollen tube while
the reproductive cells multiply to
produce the nuclei of sperm
cells. The sperm travels through
the tube to the base of the pistil,
starting the process that
eventually produces fruits filled
with seeds. When many pollen
particles are collected together,
they resemble a powder, A
natural polymer called
sporopollenin surrounds the
pollen cells to protect them
during their jourmey through the
air and from inclement elements.

Many people are allergic to
pollen — this pollen usually
comes from anemo philous
plants (including birch and
hickory); an allergic reaction
from grass pollen is called hay
fever. The study of pollen is
called palynology. A study
published in the September 2024
issue of Earth History and

wew

S = -
Pollen may have played a part in the extinction of
ramrmaths, The emergence of plants towards
the end af the |ast e age could have disnipted
thielr senae of sirell. GETTYIMAGES RSTOOPHOTD

Biodiversity reported that pollen may
have played a part in pushing the
mammoths to extinction. Based on
genetic analyses, they said the
emergence of plants towards the end of
the last ice age could have disrupted
the megafauna's sense of smell and
signalling pathways based on their
olfactory system, including locating
their group-mates and food sources,
However, independent researchers have
asked for more proof of the idea before
they say it can be atcepted.
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HOWMARS ATMOSPHEREWENT
MISSING: NEW STUDY OFFERS CLUES

MARS TODAY is a cold and barren desert,
but this was not always the case.
Increasingly, new evidence suggests that
water flowed on the Martian surface once
upan a time, This means that a thick at-

pethe

pened to look at a magnified map of the
Martian surface, and found the same
smectite clay he was studying. Except, he
wias ot sure how it got there, On Earth,
smectite is a product of tectonic activity,
but it ks well d that Mars does

planet, to keep this water from freezing.

Then, some 3.5 billion years ago, the
‘water dried up as the carbon diodde-rich
atmosphere dramatically thinned. Just
wihy this happened is the central ques-
tiion for scientists secking to under-
stand the history of the Red
Planet. A new study pub-
lished in the journal
Science Advances on
September 24 might
have some answers bo
this guestion.

Geologists Joshua
Murray and Oliver
Jagoutz  from  the
Massachussets Institute of
Technology suggest that the
water trickled through
‘certain rock types on the
Martian surface, and set
off a sloww chain of reac-
tions that progressively
drew carbon dioside out of the planet's
atmosphere and converted it into
methane. Methane is a form of carbon
that can theoretically be stored for acons
on the Red Planet’s clay surface.

Trappedin folds

48

notsee suchactivity.

Role of water
The two scientists thus began to re-
search alternative ways inwhich smectite
could have formed. The answer to this
question lies in how Martian
‘water reacted with olivine, a
ferrous rock known o be
abundant on the planet's
surface. Using available
dataon the existence of
olivine and the presence
of water, as the existence
of a thick CO2-heavy at-
maosphere, the scentists
came up with a computer
model to simulate how the
three would react with

Marsisthe fourthplanet  each other, over a billion
from the Sun. Nasa years.

They found that in

this vast time frame,

OXYEEN atoms in water would slnwly
have theolivine(this
is also what gives the planet its red
colour), freeing the hydrogen which
‘would then have combined with the car-
bon diside to form methane, Over time,
the reaction with water would lead the

Thetwo, formulated thisthe-  olivine o turn into smectite which, in

ory based on their research on Earth. In turn, absorbed the methane,
2023, they were ing onatype of clay Thi has utility e
material known as smectite, which is  entists and researchers. With humanity
Inmnmbcahuﬂﬂycﬁrmmuap\. looking to send missiens, and perhaps
tite each cor v colonise the Red Planer,

Dtiulds.mﬂunvﬂud\cal'banmmhhll-
lions of years. The MIT researchers found
that if left exposed to the atmosphere on
Earth, smectite can draw and store atmios-
pheric carbon dioxide over millions of
years, enough to cool down the planet.
Soon after this finding, Jagoutz hap-

methane trapped in the Martian surface
can potentially be aninvaluable resource.

“This methane may even be used as
an energy source on Mars in the future,”
the researchers suggest.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

HOW SCIENTISTSUSED STEMCELLSTO
‘REVERSE' DIABETES FORFIRST TIME

A 25XEAR-OLD woman with type 1 dia-
betes — an autoimmune disease that die-
stroys the insulin-producing cells in the
pancreas, called ishets — began to produce
her own insulin in less than three months
after a transplant of reprogrammed stem
oells, acoording toa nev study.

This is the first successful
treatment for the disease us-
ing stem cells, which can be
‘s ko grov any tissue in the
ody and can be cultured in-
definitely in the laboratory.
Researchers hope that the
treatment will help patients
avoid the need for immuno-

Suppressants.
The study, which was led

PAPER

CLIP

program. Thiswas done sothat these cells
oould be moulded into any cell type in the

The researchers then used the chemi-
cally induced pluripotent stem [iP5) cells
to generate 3D clusters of islets.
Subsequently. they injected
the equivalent of roughtly 1.5
million sletsintothe woman's
abdominal muscles.

Two-and-a-half months
later, thewoman was produc-
ing enough insulin to live
‘without needing top-ups, and
she has sustained that level of
production for more than a
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HarisH DAMODARAN

HARPREET SINGH has been cultivating Pusa-
44 paddy since 2000, if not eardier, "Why not,
‘when it yields 35-36 quintals of grain per
acre, and in some of my land, even 40 quin-
tals?" the 39-year-old from Bourhai Kalan
willage in Punjab’s Maleriotla district said.

Bred by the Indian Agricultural Research
Institute {IARI) at New Delhi, and rebeased
fior large-scale cultivation in 1993, Pusa-44
takes 155- 160 days to grow, from the time of
sowing its seeds in nurseries to harvesting
the grain.

The high yields — more than the 30-32
uintals peracre that its nearestcompetitor,
the Punjab Agricultural University's FR-126,
Eives over 123-125 days — is Pusa-44's main
attraction for farmers. Although taking 30-
35 days more to mature, the extra 4-5 quin-
talsyield isworth Rs 9.280-11, EDinL‘TmJ
atthe Centre pricecfRs

}
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Arice variety to curb farm fires

Pusa-2090 yields nearly as much as Pusa-44, the first choice of farmers. But it can be harvested by
early to mid-October, eliminating the need for stubble burning before the sowing of wheat

Farmer Vikas Chaudhary at his Pusa-2090 paddy field in Taraori village in
Haryana's Karnal district. Harish Demodasan

Ludhiana and Moga. While the Punjab gov-

2330 per quintal for ‘Grade .'\ pal:ldy

Pusa-44's environmental cost

But there is a cost to the high vields. The
Pusa-44 paddy, transplanted in mid-June af-
ter nursery-sowing a month befiore, can be
harvested only towards end-October. This
leaves litthe time for field preparation tosow
thewinter wheat crop, which should ideally
be done before mid-Movember. Most farm-
ers, then, resort to burning the straw and
stubble that remains after harvesting using
combines,

The narrow turnaround window be-
tween paddy harvesting and the optimal
sowingof wheat is at the root of farm fires in
Punjaband Haryana —and the severeair pal-
lution it contributes to in much of northern
Inidia — from late-October to mid-November.

The problem is more with the cultivation
of Pusa-44, which covered an estimated
14.8% of Punjab’s total non-basmati paddy
area in 2023, That was lower than the 22% of
2022 and 3% in 2012, and even PR-126's33%
share last year. Yet, it remains the farmer's
first choice, especially in the south-central
districts of Sangrur, Malerkotla, Barnala,

Cadaver donations: need, rules and

emment usa-44 from this crop
year, with the 4RI also not supplying breeder
material for multiplication after 2021, farm-
ers are still growing it — using saved grains
From the previows crops as seed.

Inthe current season, Harpreet Singh has
sowvn Pusa-44 on 90 out of his 100-acre hold-
ing, transplanting these between june 10 and
June 24 for harvesting from around October
20 to Movember 2. Singh does not burn the
stushble: 1 plough it into the soil using a Super
Secdcrwhirh also sows the wheat seeds in
asinghe pass’

Mot all E!M though, can afford such
expensive tractor-crawn machines.

Aviable replacement?

[ARI has bred a new, improved shorter-
duration varicty, Pusa-2090.

A selection from a cross between Pusa-
44 and CB-501, an early-maturing Japonica
rice line, it has a seed-to-grain maturity of
120-125 days. That's the same as PR-126, but
Pusa-2090's paddy yield of 34-35 quintals
peracre —now being tested in farmers' ficlds
— is closer to Pusa—~44's.

Agricultural  scientists  hawe, for
long,worked at introducing genes from

ANONNADUTT
MEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 20

by scientists based in China,

was published inthe journal Cell last weel,
For the treatment, the researchers ex-

tracted cells from three people with type 1

diabetes and reverted themintoa pluripo-

tent state, meaning the cells were nu'nl:d

into blank slates with no
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legally tobecome a cadaver donoe. In
case they are not registered asone at the time
of death, their guardian or nesct of kin can still
donate their bady.

tors by helping them better understand hu-

man 1 practice surgery. Although
‘dummies can be used for training, cadavers
provide the most realistic experience of per-
forming surgery on a human being. Apart
from training, cadavers can also be used for
developing new medical devices, and study-
img the physiological impact of diseases.

‘Who can donate their body?
Anyone over the age of 18 years can

?

Thereis nonational organisation to track:
‘whole body donations (unlike organ dona-
tinn). Usually, departments of med-
ical college hospitals are directly in-charge
of the process. Thus, one has to goto the spec-

one's body and sign requisite forms. After
death, the donor's next of kin have to contact
the department to process the donation.

Japomica [a rice subspecies of East Asia) to
the Indica varieties (grown in India and other
rmp ral,lsubnnplral rl:g1cms] fori |mpn:|\nng

B

turing some 35 days earlier translates into
significant water savings, with at least 5-6
fewer imigations required against the nor-
mal 28-30 for Pusa-44.

What farmers think

Harpreet Singh last year planted Pusa-44
on 90 and PR-126 on 10 acres. This time, he
has grown Pusa-2090 in place of PR-126 on
the same 10 acres.

1 sovved my nursery on June 2 and trans-
planted on June 28-Juby 2 As of now ] amex-
pectingagrain yield of 35 quintals, butwe will

thecropis
Ocmbm"l San.dwelg!td " Singh said.

Harvesting paddy in early-October
should give Singh plenty of time to sow
wheat. But he plans to plant potato instead;
the Diamond' variety sown in mid-October
wuuld be ready for harvesting by mid-

“After that, [will immediately plant
Dclulbm[ﬂ{a maitze hybrid) for harvesting
in 80-85 days towards mid-May,” he added.
Farmers wanting to only take wheat after
paddy can transplant Pusa-2090 even in
mid-July.

Sukhjeet Simgh Bhangu, afarmer with 20
acres of land in Kanalkowal Bhanguan village
of Sangrur's Sunam tehsil, who also grows
and markets seeds under his'A-One’ brand,
feldt that Pusa-2090 may replace Pusa-44 in
the areas where it is still dominant: “Most

resistance,
501 wwas identified as a male parent line pri-
marily for contributing to eariness {50% of
iits plants flower in 80 days, as against 120
days fior Pusa-44 ). The resultant cross, thus,
combined Pusa-44's high yields with CB-
501°s lowwer duration.

*ields are a function of the number of
tillers [ branches with grain-bearing ear-
heads or panicles)that each plant produces;
the number of grains per panicle; and the
weeight of every 100 grains. The number of
tillers per plant and filled grains per panicle
are roughly the same in Pusa—44 and Pusa-
2090 (around 30and 260 respectively), while
more than that for PR-126{20 and 200" AK
Singh, former director of IARL told The Indian
Express.

Given the lower yield penalty and dura-
tion, farmers may find it viable to cultivate
Pusa-2090. The new variety also hasa strong
culm [main stem ) that makes it less prone to
lindging ( bending over or falling due toheavy
winds and rains ) than PR-126. 1t is highly re-
sponsive to the application of nitrogen (urea),

ill hesitate growing a banned vari-
ety, for fear of it not being procured by gov-
emment agencies. [f Pusa-2090 gives 34-35
quintals, which is almost as much as Pusa-
44 and above PR-126, they would go for it”.
Vikas Chaudhary, a seed grower from
Taraori village in Nilokheri tehsil of Haryana's
Karnal district, harvested 35 quintals of
paddy from his one-acre trial plot under
Pusa-2090 last year: “That was good, as the
grains had only 13% moisture (against the
normal 16-17% content). This year's crop
[mursery-sown on June G and transplanted
on July 6) should alse yield around that level™,

Farm issue of
milling quality. “PR-126 paddy isn't liked
mach by millers becawse the rice recovery
from it is hardly 63%, whereas the govern-
ment's required norm is 67 If Pusa-2090's
grainquality matches that of Pusa-44, there
will be acceptability for it from the millers'
side too,” Bhagwan Dass, secretary-general
of the Rakhra( Patiala Hhased Young Farmers
Association Punjab, pointed out.
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Mot enough. Although no consolidated
estimates exist, medical institutes have of-

NEW RESEARCH Yook CP1 (M) LEADER Sitaram Yechury, who died Although those who have died of  tenreported shortages.

i - The iits oan 12, donated his body tothe Al chronic illnesses are eligible donors, the Currently, undergraduate medical col-
butthey need to be replicated Imdia Institute of Medical Sciences (AIMS). bodies of those with infectious diseases  beges require one cadaver for every 10 stu-
inmore people, savs Jay Skoder, an endocri- This is niot a decision that a lot of people such as tubercubosis, sepsis, or HIV are un-  dents they admit. The ADMS Delhi, where
nodogist at the University of Miami, Florida, in India make, but perhaps many more  likely to be accepted. Same is Yechury donated his body, has
who studies type 1 diabetes. Skyler also should. Here's why. the case with bodies of organ received 70 cadavers in the Last
wants to see that the woman's cells con- donars. EXPLAINED twoyears, enough forits batch
nnucmpmduncms\ﬂmiwupmm:)rars, ‘What are cadavers used for? Lastly, medical colleges may size of 132. But the story else-

before ‘tured’.  NATURE ‘Cadaver donation sees a person donate  also refuse to accept bodies of where is very different.
their entire body (rather than individualor-  persons who have died due to Situated right across the
Eans ) to science after death, unnatural reasons, and are subjects of any  road from the AIIMS, the Safdarjung Hospital
‘Generally, cadaver indoc-  medico-legal and its affiliate Vardhaman Mahawir Medical

College (VMMC) has received only 24 do-
nated cadavers in the last five years. The Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital and its associated
Mtal Bihari Vajpayee [nstitute of Medical
Sriences [ABVIMS) have received 18 cadav-
ers since the inception of its MBBS course
in 2019. VMMC has a UG batch size of
150( with 170 students permitted for the up-
coming session ). ABVIMS admits 100 MBBES
students annualty.

Notably, both these institutes are located in

th — thesit

be worse in most other parts of India.

S0, how do medical colleges make do?

Given the shortages, medical colleges ane
forced to use unclaimed dead bodies, as per
the provisions of their state’s Anatomy Act.
Althowgh the specifics can vary, all these acts
allow fior the use of unclaimed bodies for sci-
ence. Most Laws starrtha(r]n:budyofadc—
48 hours or “with least practicable delay”.

A 2020 study published in the jounal
BMC Medical Ethics said that the rise in the
number of medical institutes over the past
25 years, and exponential increase in the
number of students studying medicine has
led to the requirement of cadawers shooting
up. Unclaimed bodies have traditionally been
the major source of cadavers for medical in-
stitutes, the study further says.

However, there are major ethical issues
here as most unclaimed bodies are of the
paar, destitute, and other marginalised peo-
ple. Many countries require explicit consent
for cadavers to be accepted, some even re-
guire wills signed in presence of lawyers.

A childhoodin poverty to Hezhollah chief: the story of Hassan Nasrallah

<

bt

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEW DELHI. SEFTEMBER 29

HASSAN NASRALLAH, whom Israd h:llll:d

asa teen. He was mﬂu:nn:d'bymclram—
ings of Musa al-Sadr, an Iranian-Lebanese
cleric revered by Lehanon's Shias, and the
founder of a Shia party called Amal.
B icl later that ng hour

inan airstrike last week,
Iran-backed armed group and pullt |ca|
party that hascontrolled much of sputhern
Lebanaon, for more than 32 years. Known for
his charismatic oratory and strong organi-
sational skills, Nasrallah tr

meditating before al-Sadr's portrait, and

praying to God to "make him like Sayyid

Musa some day”, wrote Aurélie Daher in

Hezbollah: Mﬂhi.lmmﬂ m!d'}bw!r{xlﬂ)
In 197

Hezbollah into Israel's most formidable

5, Lebanan,
Nasrdlah then lijulll:d Amal.amlstam:d

non-state ry. This it

The fol-

Musawi, Khomeini, Hezbollah

Nasrallah, the eldest of nine children,
was bomn in 1960 and grew up in Beirut's
eastern Bourj Hammoud neighbourhood,

lowing year, he moved to the Shia holy city
of Najaf in Iraq to study in its famous reli-

(2007}, Avsgustus Richard Norton))
In Najaf, Masrallah met the two people

hristian

Druze,
father Abdul Karim, a seller of fruits and

asmall

Shia village in southern Lebanon.
The family was not particullarly devout,

re— ] .

who would have the most influ-
cnoc on his life: the Lebanese cleric Abbas

by Ilaq 's Ba'athists, Nasrallah and Musawi
returned to Lebanon in 1978, Nasrallah re-
mained associated with Amal until 1982,
when he left, convinced that the movement
was “no longer up to the task™ of resisting
invading [sraeli forces.

Masrallah joined the paramilitary
Islamic Amal, co-founded by Musawi and
backed by Iran’s Revolutionary Guards.

In 1992, Israeli helicopbers struck
Musawi’s vehicle in southern Lebanon,
killing him, his wifie, and his son. Nasrallah
succeeded him as the chief of Hezbollah ae
thee age of 32,

Nasrallah’s retaliation included
Hezbollah bomb attacks at Israel's em-
bassies in Turkey and Argentina; 29 peaple
‘were killed in the latter attack.

Hezhaollah worked to develop a large wel-
fare network in Lebanon, including health
centres and schools. Hezbollah worked o

known locations and delivened wia secure
links to his followwers. He was a charismatic
spcalocr holding his audiences captivated

becomea political Slkah

light style that included crack-

bloc has 62 of the 128 seats in Lebanon's
parllaml:nt w-day] evenas |t builtupa for-
and

bal:lungut’lran.
In 2006, Nasrallah led Hezbollah in an-
other war against Israel, triggered by the

Eelamic Amal, the mast promi- A charismatic leader ddnapping of two Israeli soldiers. The 34-
nentand effective of the shia [ (g WA l0 18] The killing of 's  dayconflict scale destruc-
militias in Lebanon, carried 18-year-old son Hadiby lsraeli  tion and loss of life, but earned Hezballah
out suicide hombings at the GLOBAL commandos in 1997 raised  admiration in the Arabworld.

LS Embassy in Beirut and the his stock among Hezbollah's Thereafter, Naslallah began to praject

barracks of American and French peace-
keepers. At beast 360 people, including 241
American service members, were killed.
In the early 1980s, the Shia militias
formed Hezbaollah, the *Party of God™.

o B bl e
bm:amc his mentor and friend, and
Myatollah Ruhollah K]nmcml ‘who would
lead Iran's Islamic in 1979,

began as a fighter, and quickly
rose to become the group's director, [n 1985,
Hezbollah announced its aims: fighting

Israel Weestin Lebanon,

members and supporters. The day after
Hadi's killing, Masrallah said: "We,
Hezbollah's leadership, do not jealoushy
guard our children.”

himselFas the ..\..vhr

ingjokes.
Near irreplaceable loss
for Hezbollah

In more recent years, Nasrallah helped
expand Hezbollah's influence well beyond
the borders of Lebanon. It supported the
government of President Bashar al-Assad
in Syria against a popular uprising that
started in 2011, It also trained fighters from
Hamas, as well as other members of Iran's

“Masrallat
Hesees himself as a unigque, visionary figure,
a revolutionary hero like Che Guevara,” re-

war

e e
mdlng ns Iﬂdyv:ar uculpanun of. swthr:m

Lebane

At the same time, under Nasrallah,

P g ——— T ]

searcher b said in a 2006 inter-
vier with the Council on Foreign Relations.

As Israel focused on him, Nasrallah be-
gan to live largely underground. His fre-
quent speeches were broadcast from un-

Pr— T

lled Resistance, including Irag’s
Shia militias and Yemen's Houthis,

It willl be a daunting tacsk for Hezbollah
and its patrons in Tehran to find a replace-
ment for Nasrallah. The group has lost sev-
eral key leaders in lsraeli strikes in recent
weeks, and there does not appear to be anmy-
one surviving who is close to Nasrallah's
stature, experience or influence.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A DANGEROUS EDGE

Killing of Hezbollah's Nasrallah brings an inflection point in West
Asia conflict. Israel and others must step back, let diplomacy in
REGION BATTERED by violent conflict since the brutal October 7 attack

EDITORIAL PAGE |
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WornLy WISE
WAR 15 ONLY A COWARDLY ESCAPE FROM
THE PROBLEMS OF PEACE.
— THomas Mann

The rankings trap

If we can’t get away from them, we should set up
parameters under which they are sensibly used

SONALDE DESAL

DEVELOPING GLOBAL INDICES and rankings
has turned into a minor industry, The Global
Competitivencss Index, Global Happiness
Index, Global Hunger Index, Ease of Doing
B Index,

thel o
nunhrdwwy[mdlnb\lmm
South Asian countries might fare better,

Nonetheless, given how much interna-

these results seriously. Countries are well
aware of their priarities and hopefully try to
ensure that appropriate data are available to
monitor their progress, However, these of-

usiness Indesx. ! forts have little to do with how a country is
e e e GlotalCo o Tk Tanks rankings you e themlove ranki riesand d  ranked globally. Take, for cxample, the Global
Hassan Nasrallah, leader of the Shiite in Beirut
in 1 airserike. WAl the incident, which has ally left one of it. Think in these are effective tools in holding countries  Hunger Index (GHI)L Incia’s child mortality
an tsrael ak - - L essentially leit one dices; theyare good for increased funding and accountable s unlikely thatany critcismwill - fellfrom . asthe rum of the century 10 31 i
Israel's most powerful foesin the reglon leaderless — the Lebanon-based growp is in acute publicity. Some governments boast of im- it il decades, and stunting defined as low
mw!nulnmmno{mmuﬂmlnm:m:-p«hlumm proved rankings, while others rant about the whnldlm&lrmwﬂw height-for-age, fell from 51 percent to 36 per
deadlier retal Willit expand the theatre of fi Life goes on until the following MMmuﬁmMamunﬂumu cent. Where India is lagging is in caloric in-
and Hezbollah's main backes, Iran? Or willt offer a desperately necded pause inanem-  Yearwhen the cyclebegins again '_""': dix - take and low weight-for-height resulting in
wmm»wmdlplomxynnﬁndmmuawulm? Everytime these indices appear. | wonder dat 117 on Gl
Whati b it " - why:om:wruﬂumwlmelhrylu medlhmdumdlhﬂm for these o)
s already clear is that, with the Y n Lithuanda and I’UU\' MWW C trral ; A
region will shift Iran, which has armed and as part lsmlmu\rh.nplmhlmnoﬂdWm cators. The delinks 1o data, which i
of its “Axis of Resistance™ m:wwdwrwmrulhcalhoflwnndmrln!ua they happier than the youth in Australia, New source data. The lazy approach of citing the Imlmmmth
“martyr”. Yiet, its bluster belies a slowness to action, a seeming reluctance to retaliate mhc]mn: Wﬂh ?licrallu&m:mm ‘World Bank indicators or the Food and ey i
tactics — pager - t population of Isracl, or do Agricul Al d-  combine 1-1. consumption
agatnstlsrachs maximalist including the deadly artacks Jes thana for count  these questions rarcly All global rankings are not ficient. Index authors must cite the original d. g poll of people to es-
night age, which also injured the Iranlan ambassador to Beirut, Even as it moves its 5 . ‘ x s N
get asked and answered. equivalent. Some, like the for Az timate These madels de-
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamened to a sale location, the prospect of prolonged en- SomEtimes, we gt to see strange anom- e iestands d " are  serve greater scrutiny for external validity.
gagement with lsrael — which is bound to draw in the US as well, with all its military alies, Take, for example, the Global Gender Gag Humanl | Index, deciph i soe ab- affocted
might —may well stay ran's hand. it s also  fact that while Nasrallahs death maybe  Index. India ranked 26th on educational at- A1 well thought out and e sats e cha's deseent From sank 2610 by most of the fifth Natsonal Family Health
mourned in Shia-dominated regions, few tears are being shed in the Sunni Arabworld. tainment in 2023 but dropped full 1 112 in educational attainment in the Gender "3 during th
States like Saudi Arabia and the UAE will be watching Iran and Israc's next moves care- to 112th rank in 2024, As far as | know, no although they also face Gapndex ina year. This does imvolve aconsid- ic-related del
iully.lndﬂo!ely. ighing the ga madle in a more stable region, in- Taliban- lty!cmm onlndlangll‘!l’m Saall, in petting accurate erabie Greater mon-
" ) tion have etting accur, rescarch i all about, what the public and pol- mmmmmmummm
e e mains inexplicable. Could there be :omr country-level data, Others Where primary p g
ing losses |Mb)‘ﬂ"m "4“}':?...... R e anomalies in the data? ) seem to be hastily put sented, sample sizes, sampling i my o k th well
1 Iiybylssacl, which b d any attempts, theUs, ke the Human D lndu.urmll ® 1.'“"}"‘ the Global Second, those wha cover the release of mww:wwmmmm
wmnluwm Mommumwllwoummmumnaum d perspectives from the foha riousind find ffact-chock-  ities will be amore fruitful
41,000 this month. The already horrifying scale of the bumanitarian crisis, with large- they also face challenges nminsancumr South. For example, the now- ingg the results, An editorial moratorium ol Amartya Sen,one of the orgnatars of the
mny-lrw! data Others seem to be hastily abandoned World Bank Ease mmiu«mmwmmdw Human Development Index, has suggested it
mhammdwaummdhmmumhalmdumfm . i illgi betd ankings If
— Axth is in the interest P - pers of Doing Business Index - may be time to move beyond rankings. If we
i «d on limited liabiliey mmwmmmuuw can't get avay from these rankings, at a min-
dumdnpmplcdmemwmamndtmmwhﬂmlndn —with dnntdmﬂdhnkh:cdbnlusumm CLME L . Y first to report that India is below war-torn  imurm, we should set up parameters under
the lives of @ milli egion at risk, as well Index focused on limited 1 I covering only 14 er Index without are accurate used.
interests — that work towards de-escalation begins. ring only 14 per cent of Indian busi ;mcml.:)ﬂndun ) 4 the pub-
and excluding sole proprictorships, the main- and uxdudmuwlc lic. In particular, the rankings that do not pro- The writer is Prafessorand Centre Director,
stay of Indian businesses, The Gender 1 I s e vide citations to source data and methodal- NCAER National Deta lenavation Centre and
Wmmmmmwmm ps, the oy should not be covered. Professor Emerita, University of Marland.
IRUPATI LESSON poverty onwhich ll“l\dllll businesses. Third, governments must stop taking Views are persanal

Milk fat is already costly. Taxing it higher makes it

more vulnerable to adulteration
IRST ITWAS Baba Ramdew who sought to create a niche market for cow ghee
and al ck the real value of milk fat, so to speak. The row over the

alleged mppbrohdulﬂmdm for making the iconic Tirupati laddus, dis-

tributed at Andhra Pradesh’s Tirumala

UNLOCKING THE RETAIL ADVANTAGE

Logistics, supply chain infrastructure are backbone of e-commerce boom that is key

temple e Milk fat is inherenth Tes cus-
mlcxdufypﬂ.oeolRMBO-l'.?Oprrlqumlyam:hmlzs-'ﬂomlrrmbr
o oil, Beef tallow is available even cheaper, at Rs e
85-90/kg. Not that ghie or mielted milk fat s prone oreign AABHINAV SINGH
e o e s AT {atranior Ferformance Indexto 38thin2023,otaf 139 - viding formal education and skil
" r— " trd to vidin, orma ucation a skilling.
alotof what sells as ice-cream is y 10per et i viding for g

mlmm:lhcmmd:hni:mblrdlnotmllkmlhelmﬂ

It)

creasing disposable incomes. and a young

dm&bulmm over and above Iudmni:ouwdlﬂﬂ-msll As against

the country is poised for a retail
revolution, Projections indicate a leap to an

hardly 4 itof milk at annually,

their
mmnimn.'mh\du use wiunrmmm:wrampwnhinmn:um
jpacks. It beaves not much for marketing as a bulk commedity, whether in 15-kg tins or

$2 erillion by 2033, from $820 bil-
liorin 2023, kwnrnrmhnamu‘hlmlc in

15,000kt gh the dgr intermet the Indian
Ehee From the cream

skimmed off the daily milk they But th besowith b w‘”‘"w“m“;m““wwmm

m.m:mmwmmmwupmmwummmmmm The retail and e-commerce stands

Tirumala Tirup o isabout 5 . the backbone of logistics and supply chai

That's the lent of 12.2 crore & { ilk with 4 percent fat — not small at all, inlrmlnl!\rmlry&lmlma

:;OMMM large quantitics. efficient mmn?dwsi:umlu

The Tirupati laddu saga may lead to consumers becoming more consclous of ghee
qnlryandmdrthlulmmlmwor mlmmmmm together with crack-
downs by the authori L could fi
umpmllupndm.npﬂa:lnmuhonmmcmm:unhﬂpbymiudu
goods and services tax on ghee, butter and other milk fat from the current 12 per cent. It
makes no serse when vegetable fat and milk powder are taxed at 5 per cent. Milk fat is
already costly. Taxing it higher maloes it costlier and even more vulnerable to adulter-
ation. There's no better time to fix the anomaly than now,

FreezE FRAME EP Unny

DMK’s Rising Sun symbol -
'reffeshed Hom time to time.

meet demand and drive the growth of this
sector, This growth, however, hinges on the
ability to manage and reduce cosls,
which currently acoount for ahefty 11- 14 per
cent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDPL In
comparison, the global average is around 8 per

Nmull.adm rammmmm:
toim-

dards and i

towards
de reduce

prove the s per n

mmmlhmm:lwmm
tem by

such as ro-

bﬂtl.-l\l.iﬂﬂ Iﬂ'mmldn operations .l\d

TheNLP also & th ¢

fmthmmmmmucmm

processes, Digital platforms for real-time
.I:Idu orurnmlndmmlmin

faster delivery times
and improved customer satisfaction,
P}el@!ﬂinfﬂyllmwmlm

cies and reduce dclayt Moreover, the policy
envisages the development of a Unified
Lc?mmmmm ULIFjto all
staleholders onto a single mu:

Theemph. ity s anothes

G M g
training and development programmes for
Iwm professionals can create a pool of
sheilled labiour that can drive the sector for-
ward b My it

crucial aspect. By promating eco-friendly
practices such as the use of electric vehicles,

thons and industry bodies can facilitate this
skl

mwbt;hammmliuw&lo The logistics sector also wm: mleh?mml;lnd sustain- Arobust bymmwﬂmnwmﬁy
GDPinthel ires a skilled % wecan ouren. lbut a vital step to-
Qmminﬂnlmnmy 111 le of mnrnﬂuliootpmu. mmu‘hnﬂumllmdmlomulhl
wuilec.  capable of managing woflervaluable les the compe f Indian
o, it is imperative to bring down logistics aved and el- and im-
costs, This reduction can lead to more com- -hnok As ged in il mmmmahmmmm
mmﬁmm& ;;":’;‘.wm,m';;;; the Gati Shakti National chnology el oyt ey o sl
ucts for consumers. Achieving this target M’."‘F" Plan. i ingin sases the scami ahublorintemational trade,
roquires a mudti-faceted training and development purtataon mides, facill- actices, invest-
global best p an impl s for logisti thes and efficient i ing in Jntr'llllled labour,
strategic infr: A Is can create a systems. For instance, the use of digital tech-  and leveraging technological innovations,
Backed by recent m\wmmnubyuw nologies such as Internet of Things (1oT)L.  India can fully unlock its retail sector's po-
" twillincreasethe utlay P‘" 'L“f*k::'ﬂi h‘h‘“}f ll“lrd Atifcial ntelligence (AL, and data analytics w\m‘ ?h;_ mmprldnm'\l'n;y‘mm
facilita- can drive the sector forwa has P a rat 2047, where t stics in-
tiom and reduction, affordable tech, and chang- hﬂmﬁhip,‘ with and reliability of logistics operations. dustry is a catalyst for sustainable growth
i o I thelogist indh : PR and . W can talee a leaf out of Germany'sbook  and economic prosperity.
‘;’m" Wmﬁn.& MMM industry bodies can facilitate e besantlu:joumymm the Gati Shakti Thewriter s Vice President | Operatiorrs |
up six places in the World Bank's Logistics this skill devel Plan, which focuses on pro- Amazon India

SEPTEMBER 30, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

GOLDEN TEMPLE OPEN

[POPREAT grm ungb W oppo

THE GOLDEN TEMPLE complex was th of normalisation of the situation in the state.  uation, Nripen Chakzavorthy disagreed with

P P th i thich O dent S her of the situation,

occupied it in June withdrew from the com- | L Dal

plex. Unrestricted entry into the Golden  leaders are Hleely only after a political decision ~

Temple was permitted after 117 days. The  in/this regard is taken by the Centre. RAM BHOOMI MARCH

process of handing over the complex began THELITTAR PRADESH s keeping

after the Nihang leader, Baba Santa Singh, who its fingers crossed over the proposed march
with around 1,000 ON ARMY IN TRIPURA of large numbers of from Ayedina on

along Nihangs
“ardas™ in the Akal Takht to mark
of its repair, vacated the temple at 1030am.

AKALI LEAL )ms RELEASE

THE RELEASEOF and

opnpnr.lrldlanarpw- - .

THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN Prime Minister
m.ﬁmmdnwdﬁmmm
thedeployment of Armmy in Tr

ing opposite views on the matter, While Mrs
(Gandhi at her press conference at Guwahati

Pmshad will start with volunteers of the
'Bdr ‘and others pledging on October
wmnmm

WWW INDIANE XPRESS COM
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Food that doesn’t feed

Lowering post-harvest losses and food waste is not just a matter of improving economic efficiency,
but also providing nutrition, eliminating hunger and saving the environment

BY ASHOK (;Umu AND
Rava Das

THE UNITED NATIONS has designated
September 29 as the International Day of
Awareness of Food Loss and Waste (FLW]L
Events to mark the day are jointly comened
by the Food and Agriculture Organisation
'F}\O] and the United Nations Environment
pnrtanr implications for food security and
saving ourenvironment. An FAD, 2023 report
estimates that food lost between harvest and
retail amounts to 13.2 per cent of the global
food production. Interestingly, UNEF esti-
mates thar 17 per cent of food is wasted be-
ing people. Together, the
food loss and waste [FUW), amounts toabout
30 per cent of the global production. Even if
half of this food is saved and used, it could
easily foed all the ungry peoplein the world
Such savings could al=o help reduce at least
eight to 10 per cent of the world's,
a5 [GHG ) emissions and 38 per cent of total
planit
ter. Eath these dreams remain unfulfilled.
Therefore, itis important to be aware of these
potential benefits and commit oursebes to
reducing FLW by at least 50 per cent, thus

Goals {SDGs) of the United Nations.

‘Where does India stand in this global pic-
tun: ad FLW and how can thl: country hclp
The all-India post-harvest loss survey by
NABCONS, 2022, reveals that the country suf-
fersst: ing food Insses worth Rs 1.53 tril-
lion ($18.5 billion) with a boss of 12.5 million
metric tons (MMT) of cereals, 2.11 MMT of
oilseeds and 1.37 MMT of pulses. Around
49,9 MMT of horticultural crops are lost an-
nually due to poor cold chaininfrastructure,
reducing both the availability of fresh pro-
duce and the income potential for farmers.
The NABCON survey does not csriman: the

ustomer, but that
to be significant given the waste at Iavlsh
W\:ddlr@ andcﬂx‘rﬂ:asts_

veals that ddy d

2.84 per cent if mdaamsatlon in haru\:st-
ing and drying is adopted ar the farm.

According to the All-India Debr and
Imvestment Survey [AIDIS) in 2019, only 4.4
per cent of cultivator households in India
owned tractors, and a mere 5.3 per cent
owned either power tillers, combine har-
westers, or threshers. Small and marginal
farmers, who constitute over 86 percent of
Indian agricultural households, often can-
not afford to buy costly machines. For
paddy, 97 per cent households use combine
harvestersin Punjab, whereas in Blhar only

While veys primarily
quantitative losses, researchers at ICRIER-
ADMI have tried to estimate quality losses, be-
sides the quantity losses. A comprehensive
surveyof 1200 farmers was conducted across
Punjab, Bihar, and Madhya Pradesh for key
crops such as paddy, wheat, soybean, and
maize in 2022, The study revealed that at
15.34 per cent soybean has the highest post-
harvest loss, followed by wheat at 787 per
:mk.pad.dyatﬁj‘? percent, and malzrat 595
percentincui
Such significant losses point mthc urgent
need for enhancing technological interven-
tions across the value-chain to prevent food
loss between harvest and retail. The study
cursduring har-
westing, threshing, drying and storage stages,
predominanthy due tolow levels of mechani-
sation and inadequate Ingistics infrastructure.
Farmers who use combine harvesters,
for instance, see a marked reduction in
paddy losses compared to those relying on
traditional manual methods. The study re-

10 percent
holds use oomhlnr har\cw:sn:rs To promote
farm mechanisation, Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) and Custom Hiring
Centres [CHCs) can play a crucial role
through group leasing arrangements and
thc uhcnﬁtlnn of farm machinery.
properdr
age mfrastmcrun: alsn plays an important
robe in reducing food losses. Traditional sun
drying methods are fraught with risks, in-
cluding the addition of foreign matters, un-
even drying, and exposure to moisture,
‘which can bead to mycoboxin contamination.
Solar dryers and dehydrators offer a solution
to reduc the shelf-Kfe fi
perishables. These green technologies are
cost-effective for small-scale farmers, they
are climate-friendly and need to be encour-
aged by appropriate policy formulation.
Furthermore, storage infrastructure re-
mains inadequate in India. As per (IGSMRL
2021), post-harvest losses account for ap-
proximately 10 per cent of total food grain

Small and marginal farmers,
who constitute over 86 per
cent of Indian agricultural
households, often cannot
afford to buy costly
machines. For paddy, 97 per
cent households use

combine harvesters in
Punjab, whereas in Bihar
only 10 per cent paddy
paddy-producing
households use combine
harvesters. To promote farm
mechanisation, Farmer
Producer Organisations
(FPOs) and Custom Hiring
Centres (CHCs) can play a
crucial role through group
leasing arrangements

and the ‘uberisation’

of farm machinery.

WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“MNone of the candidates has said anything of substance about public services -
why they matter, how they should be financed. None has dared to be contrite
about failures in office and the succession of | Tory prime ministers who were

egregioushy unfit for the role ™

—THE GUARDIAN

One election
1S a Win-win
Frequent polls have led to voter fatigue,

financial burden on government,
uncertain policy environment

GOURAV VALLABH

INDHA IS Amodern-day exemplar of demo-
cratic values. Elections are crucial to the
democratic process. However, the country
|sa vays in election mode because of the

on labour cially
i Blection sym-
chroni i 1 5ta-
hility they need to makl: long-term plans
maore confidentdy. This, in turn, would en-
hance economic growth and allow India to
become a more attractive destination for
both domestic and intemational investors.
Regular elections also strain the nation's
security and administrative agencies.
Tcal:hcrs government workers, and secu-
y aretak from their pri-
miary duti ¢
during election seasons. Public services lilke
education become inefficient since schoals

Fpolls. Politicians forvot-
fromitheiro by of govern- |ngbunth;.i\ddmunally law enforcement
ing, and the system i |y strained, fi- are and con-

nancially and administratively. The pro-
posed reform of One Nation, One Election
[ONOE) seeks to overcome these issues,

centrating more on election-related tasks
than upholding public safety and internal
security. A synchronised election cycle

* drastically altering how elections are held — would relieve this pressure.
and how b ined in Anotherissuewith the current electoral
ourcountry, Thisreform will not only reduce syshcmisvumrulmmn_\c\:m'runmut has
the financi but  decreased the significance
i irdaily 1 of elections. Election tumout for the Lok
without Sabha in 2024 was 65.79 per cent, down
Acritical pr urrentelec-  from 6740 per cent in 2019, Voter fatigue is
toral system is the distraction it creates for — evident in this reduction since residents ane
the political class and theelectorate. Leaders frequently asked to cast multiple ballots in
often prioritise short-term political gains  state elections that are spaced out. Election
over long-term administration becawseelec-  participation would probably increase if
tions are held somewhere in the country  ONOE coordinated state and general elec-
practically every fow months Thisongoing  tions. According o historical data, election
political focus takes attention away fromthe  turnout tends o rise during simultaneous
greater purpose of national development,  elections, as seen by the 1999 Kamataka and
C R Sasikurmar pamrular]yln aonuntry]lkr]ndla.uhcrr Andhra Pradesh elections, where turnout
essen-  increased by 115 percent Aligning elections
nal for progress. ‘would ensure that citizens are more en-
producti poor andi The relentless cycle of elections leaves  gaged in a single, unified electoral process.
agpinfrastructure. Recently, the G i far citizens to criti commaonly i
of India has launched a major grain storage political i Justasthey  about ONOEI:

plan. This initiative is part of a broader strat-
egy aimed at modernising the agricultural
system of India. The plan entails the expan-
sion of storage capacity by 70 MMT over the
next five years. If implemented properdy, it
holds the potential to reduce post-harvest
losses at the storage level

Mechanisati andef-
ficient transportation systems are key areas
where tect et,
beyond technological solutions, policy sup-
port is critical mall and mar-

settle back into theirdaily lives after a munic-
ipal election, they are thrust into state as-
sembly polls, follovwed soon after by Lok
Sabha elections, This constant barrage keeps
them locked into familiar voting patterns.
The need lorl:h.mgrls palpahll: and ONOE
could yeleand
allow lorgu:.ncr pD|IhG| reflection.

level concerns and groups. According to crit-
ics, simultaneous elections might divert at-
tention from regional issues and Favour
national parties while marginalising local
woices. Indian voters” previous voting pat-
tems seemn toindicate otherwise. Inthe 1989,
1991, and 1996 parallel elections in Tamil

Naclu they could tell the

The finan ‘conducting multi-
ple elections within a shurr time frame is.a

difference ional and stabe ehec-
tions by selecting different parties for the
ok Sabhaelections Since na-

s@mhﬁ:antnmncm 1l election
ng. From Rs 9,000 crore in

Einal farmers can access these technological
changes. The Jute Packaging Material Act
(JPA, 1987 ) talks of using jute bags for pack-
aging rice, and wheat grains. Even though
jute is biodegradable, itis a water guzzler and
a labour-intensive crop, and its use leads to
frequent rodent attac!

1998, it has increased sixfold to abourll‘s
55,000 crore in 2019, The total

tional partieswould have to handle regional
issuesalongside their own, ONOE could pro-

penditure for the 2024 elections is expected
[:] mach a staggmr\g Rs 135 lakh crore, sur-

202005 election:

with local issues

instead of marginalising regional i,
Cuunmrs worldwide, including Bmzll
theF have adopted

wwhich stood at Rs 1.2 lakh crore. In all state
elections,

pentcango

some form of simultanecus elections,
that this model is practical

ical climates. There isa need, thm:fun: mn:—

uptoRs. 1 Tla]th cmn:[assumlngwp:rmx

wisit the |PMA for
airtight bags which can lower storage and
transit losses.

In a country where climate change and
malnutrition still pose a major challenge, it
‘wiould be only wise to foous on reducing FLW,
Reducing post-harvest losses is not just a

aver
de.Thi:

had spent more than Rs 15,000 crore tocon-
duct the 2019 Lok Sabha election, a sharpin-
crease from Rs 3,800 crore in 2014, Such ex-

public finance

and effective. These nations have simulta-
neously seen the benefits of holding elec-
tions at multiple levels, including reduced
costs, improved voter tumout, and more ef-
ficient governance. With its sizable elec-
torate and intricate political structure, India

asystem

like this. Once put into practice,

matterof i onomic efficiency, but
also providing food security to p:upl.cwtulc
building resilience in our

critical like infra-
structure, healtheare, and education Studies

divertin:

save people and save the planet.

Gulotiis Distinguished Professorand
Dias is a Research Feflow ot ICRIER.
Views are personal

The day I opted out

AnOlympian quit table tennis, I did too, but many don’t have the option

RAJAT KATHURIA

IT15 A story that | have been wanting to tell
for atleast the last 35 years, and with a mod-
icum of humility | might add. The humility
is justifiable. An apocryphal quote, some-
times attributed to Winston Churchill, is a
good beginning. It is said someone once re-
marked that Clement Attlee, one-time Prime
Minister of Great Britain, wasa modest man,
to which Churchill is reported to have re-
torted, he had much to be modest about. My
achievemnents in table tennis  TT) have been
madest and | have understandably been dif-
fident. The reason for being jolted out of this
self-induced reticence is due to an insightful
article {"Why did Archana choose academic
over TT? Because she could’, 1E, August 27

There is much to agree with the article
based on my experience. But there is some
disagreernent aswell [ beginwith the latter,
but before that, let me state why | may be
considered qualified to react to this article. 1
spent a good part of my five years in Delhi
University while pursuing a Bachelor's and
Master’s in Economics on the TT table rather
than in class. The days were spent pla;nng

alzo ranked the number one player in the
country for a brief period.

The year was 1987 and India was getting
ready to host the World Table Tennis
Championships at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium in Delhi | competed in the national
mmamcnrcln:un m the un-upto the 1987

ing and research red letter day

which has Obympics in several

in 1987. 1 made the choice not because |
could, but becawse | was forced i, There have
been others, too.

Thearticle in The Indion Bepress offers vahu-
ahleinsights. If you have to make a choice be-
mcnacadcmluandsportmmd.laandddt

sports, has:awell-oiled sporting culture inuni-
wersities from where players go on to repre-
sentandwin medals for the country: | remem-
ber my PhiD advisor in the US, himself a sport
enthusiast, telling me that he preferred to
g s ke . A

‘Wiorld Ch Vear
as the number three player in the country.
Tomy shockand horror, [was not selected m
play the Championships in Delhi, my home

prospectsofyour rechal-
lenged either by the competition or by the
ecosystemn, chances are you will opt for a
switch to academics. Olympian Archana

atthat time, ]:crhapsbr:causrsormﬁ:ltmat ¥ yth quit TT bec Tsean
having finished aMaster's degree but there. I who cannot and
mr\gspcmdcs myupta Iwould unneces- — are left to the mercy of the sport and the in-
sar thato giventoa  sidious system that governs it The national

promising young player who prioritised TT
over academics. | was all of 24. The pursuit
of a Master’s degree had signalled that TT
was my hobby. Nothing could be further
from the truth, but it was a convenient ex-

sports federations that ane not in the limelight,
like cricket or badminton, continue to be run

of rivalries competition was
aheady mix The National Collegiate Athletics
Association (NCAA) that organises college
sports events in the US is a happy hunting
ground that routinedy produces world cham-
pions. In India, who can forget the legendary
5t Stephen’s versus Hindu cricket matches
that produced rivalry of legendary propor-
tions and many distinguished Indian crick-
eters o boat. The Rehinton Baria trophy for

doms of their leaders, even af-
tertheirterms are over. The courts have had o
mtcrwmr through a Committee of

y cricket d would be
the envy of the Khelo India system that has
mare or less replaced university-level con-

ouse, | and i re- Cod) tockeanup  tests. I'm not sure which one is better, but
tired from the sport. Indian on  th Butthe culture of sporting feder- — Khelo India has taken over the task of reviv-
February 9, 1987, including this one, carried  ationsissuch that the systemretums tobusi-  ing sports in India at all levels. Let's hope it
the story of my quitting. It was big news, es- we the Codemitsoffice. doesn'tigr i ingina back-upfor play-
]:cl:lallyslnocmcrrwas limited reportage on Thramclcalsoprrsrnts evidence that  ers whocan'tor don’t make it.

spor wder-ed-

the National Institute of Sports in [’ana]a_]
played two national finals, won a few na-
tional tournaments and represented the
country in the Asian championships, the
[ Iwas

Thlrl‘y hvr: y!:ars on, | am truly and

ucated. S}:uns d.cmands full-time attention;

Indian team and forced to choose an alter-
native career. | went on to do a PhD in
dinteach-

Economic

talentor percentof the
story. Even after 09 per cent perspiration, the
outoome is not guaranteed. Those who can,
therefore, choose alternative careers The LIS,

Kathuria is dean, Schoo! of Humanities and
Social Sciences and professor of Economics at
Shiv Nodar University. India

ments in discipline, political en-
Eagement, and governance would signifi-
cantly exceed any practical difficulties.

ously, the alone could signifi-
cantly reduce these duplicate costs, poten-
tially saving between Rs 7500and Rs 12000
crore per election cycle.

Thc unl:malnry caused by regular elec-

i climate s
overlooked effect. Political unpredictability
brought on by frequent elections shatters
policy continuity, which makes companies
hesitant to commit to Jong-term: pn:urcts ur
jon plans. Sectors that e

mbe
a creative and adaptable democracy. By
ado]:(lng the revolutionary idea of ONOE,
inga fully
developed country and a “Viksit Bharat™,
‘where governance is effective, respansive,
and focused on the needs of the people rather
than the demansds of the election calendar,

The writer is a professor at XLRI
and is with the BIP

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FOR DIGNITY OF ALL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The Shimla
stain'([E, September 28). Shopkeepers
have loyal custormers with whom they
have developed trust through regular
dealings. The display of names isunnec-
essary and may create fissures among
sections of society. Himachal Pradesh has
been and is a peaceful state. No effort
should be made todisturb the prevailing
peaceful and harmonious atmosphere.
Rahul Gandhi and the Congress high
command must ensure that the bond of
mutual respect is strengthened in the
states theyare ruling and contribute their
might in other states too 5o that all citi-
zens Eve a dignified life.
Subhash Vaid, New Delfid

DELHI'S AIR QUALITY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A last-
minute plan’ ([E, September 28). Come
winter, millions in Delhi brace them-
sedves for the worst, as the city's airqual -
ity plummets drastically. Itis reassuring

insurmunding states and the bursting of
firecrackers around Diwali hover over
the city's skies, the AQl crashes dramat-
ically. Without people's conperation, the
Eovernment's action plan to address its
chronic problem will have only limited
success. Lack of coondination among all
levels of the administration is another
significant challenge.

iamal Laddha, Fengalun

REAL LAND REFORM

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Some hard
land questions' (1E, September 28] The
nature of land holdings in India has long
been a bone of contention. The Green
Revolution had its main adversary in
small and fragmented holdings. Added
tothisisthe fact that landholders ofvast
tracts of land put their holding on lease.
‘When compensation armives for crop £il-
ure, it is credited to their account, leav-
ing the actual cultivator at the mercy of
the landlord. Digitisation is beneficial in
making policy decisions easier. But
ground changc can happen only when

i d. icipation

bat thi inadsper
cent fall in the city's average AQI since
2016. During the winter months, hoer-

ever, ning

in TT and has been a national selector.
Views are personal

zpapsr.indianexprass@ .. .

and division of profits need tobe the cat-
alysts in the entire process.
Ramanpreet, vig eneail
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War clouds all
over West Asia

The international community must force a
ceasefire before Israel does a Gaza in Lebanon

srael’s actions in Lebanon, including the killing
of veteran Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah,
have taken West Asia well past the brink it has
teetered on for almost a year since the brazen
terrorist attacks by Hamas on October 7. Israeli
M Benjamin Netanyahu's threat to lran, Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenel's pledge to
avenge the killing of Nasrallah and the overall
escalation in the region, including by Tehran-
backed proxies, are all ominous developments. Itis
worrying that Netanyahu ordered the strike on
Lebanon that killed Nasrallah while in New York to
attend the United Nations General Assembly, where
many countries have called for a cessation of
hostilities. [srael continues to thumb its nose at the
world community while continuing on the reckless
andwanton path of escalation and destruction
chosen by Netanyahu, while its strongest backer in
the West, the United States, has turned a complete
blind eye to the country’s actions while supplying it
with the wenpons of mass destruction that have
wreaked carnage in the Gaza Strip and Lebanon.

The policy of nssassinations targeting extremist
groups in Lebanon and Gaza may lead to short-term
gains for the Lsraeli military but organisations such
as Hezbollah and Hamas are not oriented around
anyone individual leader, and itis anybody's guess
if killing one leader can truly make a difference in
the long run. [srael’s actions will lead to a harden ing
of attitudes among Arab States, even those who had
signed on for the Abraham Accords, because of
fears about these measures giving a boost to radical
and extremist forces. These actions, especially the
assassination of Hamas leader Ilsmail Haniyeh in
Tehran, also limit the options avallable to Iran,
Ineluding its new reformist leadership, which may
be forced to respond. The developments in Lebanon
could even end up hampering efforts to revive the
Iranian nuclear deal, on which there have been talks
in recent days,

Allthis is happening when the UN General
Assembly is meeting and days after the world body
overwhelmingly passed a resolution demanding an
end tolsrael’s occupation of Palestine within the
next year, The consequences for the entire world
will be catastrophic if Netanyahu's actions lead to
the situation in West Asia spiralling further out of
control. World leaders must intervene with Israel
and force a ceasefire before Netanyahu does a Gaza
in Lebanon,

.
DMK fosters dynastic
141 LTa) 1 N y ] N
politics with son rise
he decision of Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMEK), the party in office in Tamil Nadu, to
elevate Udhayanidhi Stalin, son of CM MK Stalin,
as depaty CM, institutionalises the much-tal ked-about
succession plan in the outfit, Udhayanidhi, 46, a first-
Himie legislator entered active politics just four years
agoafter an indifferent career as an actor in Tamil
cinema, His controversial remarks on Sanatana
Dharma last year, interpreted as in line with the DMK's
ideological orentation, had got him national attention,
However, the fast-tracking of his political coreer
smacks of dynastic politics in a party thatclaims to be
the electoral vanguard of the Dravidian Movement.

Udhayanidhi's anointment —a representative of the
third generation of the M Karunanidhi clan — comes at
atime when the DMK is celebrating its 75th year.
Under founder CN Annadurai, the party projected a
collective leadership ideal. Annadurai’s death in 1969,
twoyears after he led the party to office, changed the
Intra-party dynamics and led to the concentration of
power in the hands of Karunanidhi, who became €M
by outsmarting other senior leaders, He encouraged his
family to join politics: His preference for son Stalin to
suceeed him saw the marginalisation of Vaiko, then
seen as best suited to lead after Karunanidhi, causing
the DMK to split in 1964, The next challenge to Stalin's
elevation came from elder brother, MK Alagin, who
was expelled from the party in 2014,

There seems to be little challenge to Udhayanidhi's
rise within the DMK now — the extended Karunanidhi
dynasty controls the party's finances and the party
lacks pan-state leaders, However, the transition could
face hiccups in the form of the DME's allies insisting on
arole in government and more electoral space — the
rumblings have started. The entry of popular actor
Vijay = he has announced his decision to contest the
2026 assembly polls— could also reset political
equations in Tumil Nadu,

HTiod

OPINION

Crime stats miss plight
of West Bengal women

In terms of the state’s
rate of decline in crimes
against women and
gender-sensitive
policing, the picture

Is disconcerting

1 s now been more tham o

monih sine the rape-rmurder of

& young docior al her works

place. BG Kar Medscal College

and Hospltal — a government

haospltal in Kalkata = hit the
heaclines and the conscience of an
antire natlon. Ievestigation & sl
underway, but there is no doubt that
‘the wictim was subject tosexunl vio-
lerwe, This has rencwed debises abaug
how safe West Benigal is for women
and has led o widespread popular
protests, putting the state govern-
man t— led by the anly lemale chief
minkster inthe country until recently
and one for whom protesting crime
kst wormen has becen a rallying oy
thro ut her political career=on
the diefensive. Perhaps, this is why one
hhaas il an apologio of sorts by vol-
s sympathetlc o the government,
that Uhis wiss an unforunate but so-
lateed fschdim, amel that Bergal b rela-
tvely side for women commpansdto the
st of country.

The statlstics clied n support are
based on duta from the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRAE)
Tl a cwirsory glimpse al the dati
hves the impression thit per caplitn
erime rate In Bengal s below the
national average and has remained so
wover the lnst decade, This is true of
almost any and every crime < be it
severe crimes like murder of rape, or

less extreme ones like assault of
women, and even forall cu.wgnﬂﬂof
crime. In fact. th

down with respect to the national
avernge, wecan ask I this change s

and India s hh:nm I‘umpr
But thes, weloser ook beyond aver
agge crlme riles suggest that Bengal is
Tar from belng amang the best-per-
forming states, If we rank the 31 states
lor which we have the latest NCRB
ﬂ:mlmtmmnu: l;‘r: lollltwt“nt
rapes per cagdta, Bengal's rank s
19 {v«% Itl'nmjumn. Ult:
Praheshs, mnc Maclhyu Pra-
desh bolng the worst per-
Tormers) and 24 for per
caplea murder.
are [mpartantly, we

due to factors dinectly controlled by
the government (ke palicing infr-
structure) or driven by other trends
affecting the likelihood of such crimes
happening o bedig reporied, Obser-
ing changes makes it possible o see
how the siiuation shifted, ne matier
where It started.

Snce 27, more detalled NCRE
it on dTeren t types of sex
crimes became wvallalde.
Since then, India’s crime
rinte relating to all crimes
agalnst wormen or severe
erimen like murder and rape

NEW DELHI
MON DAY
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‘foll'tlgnlyintln Mﬂmdmdﬂmmwmmlm‘mh
Ml

agalnst women, one cannot Ignore
the potential robe of reporting blas.
Many wormen hesltate to report sex:
uil viobence 1o male police olficers,
perhaps due to o combination of
social stigmea, humiliation, shame, or
relctance of male pollce ofllcers o
register crimes agalnst women in
patrlarchal societles. Indeed, recent
resenrch shiows that women police
olfficern are mach more likely to reg:
inter FIRs in cuses of gender-baod

!Iuml Al okt groswth Maitreesh llind:m{y rpe ulrul :nur-
rabes [n crime, insbead of Ghatak b

Just their levels, to under- and has cnnllnuni the
stand the true picture, e drill 2022 1t
Alber all, in w given year 1: imeresting to note that
atate's erime records Bengal, too, displa
reflect a number of Eactors demenward rend inall these
that prevent these crimes categories. Not just that,
Framoocurringand being | shows a sharper
reported. Ifa stiate is lower dectine in tworaf these three
AL A It
theular erime, it is due 10 Ch"k“b‘"tf gal’s rate of decline has

iy foctors, the cnodit of

blanse for which cannot
be nssigned wo the present state of
pollcing and governance alone. It
reflects the effects of instilutions and
soclal moerms which tend o change
slowly — for example, Bengal has &
dl!llng\llllk‘d]lhtd’v of socinl move-
s bn sipport of women's rights

ot g hack well into Uhe past.

Incontrast the chamge in the vate of
peciflc erime ks where one con
o mare credible attribution of
wht is happening at present and
where things are headed. For
Instance, IF & crime IS going up or

I Jess Lh
e of dec 5 e,
The rive of decline n rapes in West
Bengal, at |ust 0.15%, Is much wone
A e bl nverage of 1%, Coulkl
Uhis e becase Bndin bid much mone
oo for lmproverment compared bo
\-w-u Borgnl, to begin with? But then,
West Bengal continues to keok much
better in handling gender-neitral
erlimes ke murder during this period
despite bolng much below the India
avernge six years agn. Clearly, the
trendd in erimes against women in
Bengal is worrisome.
MNow, while consldering sex crimes

e mutbona

violence pared 1o male police
officers.

Alarge part of gender-hased police
reforms in the aftermath of the 2012
gangrape-murder in Delhi his been
geared towards making police sta-
thons mone accessible for women. It {s
in light of these possibilities that we
should book t the el nuam bers
Tior sexual crimes in Bengal, AL9,522,
the number of women in the civil
peoicee (s the state tod wy is hall of that
i Andbiro Pradesh (|L599) aind one-
thied of Mahorashira's (29,460) and
more than 30% lower than even
Bibar's {12,795 On per

iy,
While it isdificult o ascertain the
extent of iy b, we com|

Inforrmation on crime agalnal women
reporied In the National Family
Hiulth Survisys (N FHIS) with that from
NCHB, The NFHS reports “physical
viobence Inflicted Ly poopde othber thin
husband”, I we compare this with
NCRB numbers on erime against
woimen, wo expect that data from the
Ui SetiFeed 1o Touglly alige, 1n 2005,
Berign] wis chose Lot e India sverage
i bath NCRB and NFHS, in terms of
per capitn incidences. By 2005, it was
still close 10 the Inclia sverige in NFHS
but wiry below in NCRE. By 2021, this
gap In NCRE had increased further
even when NFHS continued to indi-
cate that Bengal bs close to the India
wverage. The mn:nrlnn not anly
stggests thant Benggal has a high report-
Ing blas in the officlal records on
crimie aguinst women, but also this
b s | necresed over dine,

On top of our argunsent thal te
\kwhmd on i superficlal read ing of
Bengal as sabe

Bengal s rumked 34th amang 37
wtates, with ome officer serving more
thian 5,000 wimien, Aiid this b o just
driven by asmaller size of the overall

i Force. Even within the existing
ance, the share of wormnen is much
bower in Bergal (9%) compared to the
Iniln average (12%). This is perhaps
the reasai why the prime accused in
the current case carried on with his
policing assignment despine an assault
complalnt from his kormer wile's lam-

l\nmlml s inslmiding evidence on
extensve and worsening reporting
bilas In the state suggests that whit
INCRE data reveals could well be the
tip ol the iceberg,

Maltrevdh Ginatak s professr of

el oefiles, Livadon Sclsiod if Festroriks
(LS, ard Tarsite Chokraboriy i
it profisor of soomerics af
IIM-Calowtta The views exprevsnd

e personal

Itis too early to write
Hezbollah’s obituary

supremo of the world's most kethal

ron-State milltda, Hezbollah, the
arganisation definntly vowed to “continue
Ahe holy war agalist the encmy”, The 16l-
llon-dollar guestion |s whether [t can
ahsarb the remendous blow of the loss ol
fits covfounder and undisputed leader for 32
yeiirs i il mabnitali its staluire as Uhe deadli-
est menace on lsrael's doorstep,

Too kill o snake, cut ofT its head. So goesa
aft-ched maxim in warfare and counterter-
rorism discourse. The chessboard ana
wherein I the king Is checkmated, it means
encl ol the game and the defeat of the
nrwnru.t. ks polnts to the same bogle,
Eliminating the principal leader of the
adversary las for nges been consklered s
wutional strategy for blunting and deterring
o major threat to one's security.

In contemporary times, thia
approach hos been implemen ted
by s rael sl the Uni ted States (US)
in their long campalgns against
Islarnist terrorist groups such as
Hamas, Hezbollah, Al Dm'dll and
Al [slimic State (1S15). Whienever
a I1I§‘h-wlne target from these out-
Mies has been taken out, ksrael and
the LS have announced it with dra-
matic fanfore and declared it
would significantly degrade the evil per pe-
trated by these organisations,

Yol decapltation of jihadist organisations
s not been dects lve or very elfective in ter-
minuting thelr violent “holy wars”,
American scholar Jenna Jordan examined
a database of 1276 cases of leadership
ansasslnations betwoeen 1070 and 2016 and
Found that Right-wing lslamist groups are
among the most resilient terrorist outlits,
Owing to coertain inbullt characteristics,
fihnckist arganisations survive what might
e o cougp e grdee For other types ol lerrorist
groups,

Firstly, lslamlst outfits tend to be
“tureaucratised” with diversified siruc-
tures, division of roles and responsibilities
based on specialisation among fighters and
commanders, and relatively decentralised
in operations. In the ease of Hamas and

llah, even though they are hicrarchi-
caland bullt around cules of personality of
helr top leaders, they hive auionomous
cellutar fghting vnits with well-defined
wrvan e tes and |ndependent declsbn-mak-
g autharity.

Secondly, Blamist errorst movwemedls
hove legitimacy n thelr local communities
and areas. Jordan argues thot terrorist
groups with greater "communal support”
increasc their chances of survival in the fuce
al external shocks ke leadership decapia-
tlon, Hezbollah s embedded into the dally
lives af more than 16 million Lebancse
Shins mnd draws from among them some
N0, ER00 ar mare tradned fghters. 10is a cal
tural and sockal service provider as well as
a political platform whose candidates com-
pete in elections and wicld considemble
influence in Lebanon's national allairs,
Such soclally interwoven Islamist groups
are not sy W vanguish through decaplia-
tion of leaders,

Thirdly. fhadist tervorist outfis instiie-

aurs aller lsrael airstrikes in Bei-
I I rul lillec Hassan Masrallah, the

Sreeram
Chaulia

tonakise thelr ideclogies amon g adherents
and have fanatical beliel structures that
seep into generations of followers, In the
ensit of Hezbollah, the history of eivil war,
sectarian divisions and competition for
resources and power in Lebanon, as well as
the mythobogy of Shia and Muslim victim-
hoad and resismnce against oppression,
have mainstreamed its ideology among
h:}ju segments of Lebanese society.
asrallah wirs undoubtedly a charismatc
elevicand relnforcer of this ideok &lmn
alber hisdeath, Shias, mobilised
ekl relighous narratives about. llnlu‘.l
Ing, sacrifice and struggde, will remaln I\ldl
eilised and will ing 1o plek up guns,

Thie hand of iran, which fed and propelied
Musrallih bo rule over a e facto “State within
nhul.e’ In Lebanon, s alse ere o revive Hee-
ol wlcal spirits after the
g lomses of not only its chicf but ako
Its entire senior keadership under
relentles lseacli attacks,

The defiant remarks of lran's
supreme leader, Ayatoliah All
Khamenei, after Nascallah's killing
that “the fate of this region will be
determined by the resistance with
Hezballah at the top” ind leaie that
Tehran will try (o resuscitote its
main proxy ireespective of decap -
tation of ity leaders. It is worth
recalling that lran increased its ald and
asslstance for Heabolkh after lsrael assass|-
nated Nasrallah's predecessor, Abbas
al-Musawi, In 1992, Especially because of
e sponsorship of o key radical State ke
Trmn, the chances of Hamas and Hezbollah

surviving and continuing 1o VoK Tsrael
1
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Time to repose faith in
ideals of the Mahatma

cobereverings in South Africa arca
treai for the mind. body, and soul. It
Wik o one such evening many years
ago in a brightly lit convention hall,
Tk frorna plossant evening wilk, that | got 1o
e pan ol a discussion with Ahmed Kathnada,
aSoaith Afrenn politickan and anti-aparthld
activiat of renown. Kathrda's ideas hod taken
shaipe and ratured durleg the aparthesd days.
1w cager (o learn s views on the then
1§ democricy, I|1r u.lhdllwrl of the

remiln, despite thelr o lad Iy
systematically wiped out

Even jihadist organisations lscking any
State’s financing and shelter have not been
ensy to suppress through decapitations of
leaders, Al s socalled “emins”. Osama
bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahirl, were
Killed by US special foroes in 2011 and by a
USdrone strike in 2022 respectively. 1815's
much vaunted “caliphs”, Abu Bakr al-Bagh-
didi and Abu Ibrahim al-Hashim al-Qura-
shi, were Houidated in targeted atacks by
IheU'i in 2019 and 2022.

crations did stymie Al Qaeda's
nlnl ISI 5 Islamis1 supremacist messaging
and operational readiness. But thelr fran
chise model and global propaganda chan-
nieds have ensured revival In newer avatars
I ifferent corners of the world, The threat
af yed another spectacular Al Queda or 1515
ottack somewhere or the other 1s as real
roday as It wis in the heydays of Bin Laden
ar Baghdad].

Given these sobering facts, i may be oo
soof o write Hezbollah's obitaary, Masral-
lah and hils core team are gone bul thelr
mentality, idealagy, social base, and inter-
national support mechanisms are intact,
Targeted assassinations are politically popu-
Far and favoured in counterermarism policy-
making, bt they do not get tothe bottam of
the problem which ean keep festering and
breeding [resh waves of terror.

Srecram Chindio i3 dees, Jindal School of
Inermarinal Affairs. The vews expressal
e vl

i Al hulkin:huxwm I
el Ihl!\lldn why the South Africans wore
occastonally apposed o Gandhi's [deals, Don't
South Africans focd e ks their Friend?
Kathradn countered: “Tell me a place
where Gandhi didn’t encounter opposition,
e s vill Thedd when Ine 'wans alive and. even
decades after his death, if people are making
acareer out of him. it means he's

endrn Modi visiied Ulkrine. hie pobd respects al
ithe Gandhi statue In Kylvs Peace Park and
wrrote on X : “The kdeals of Bapu are universal
anel ghve hope so millions, May v wll follow the
path he showed hurmanicy.”

Mlious Kyt it was alied i bring Bedis-
anstroiis Foussk-Ukralne conflict now in s third
vear boam end.

Brund Gunelhl solidly represents Indls glo-

Bangla-

desh invoked Gandhl
elng brutally tangeted in thelr country, Bapu
halils & special place In the Bengall pyehie.
Noakhall in Bengal being iorm by comaiunal
viokence just before Indopendence. People
who had ived together for centuries became
Ilccdghirsty rivals overnight. On November 7,
160, Gard i aurriviedd i N ow ki with o mes-
e of peace, His mnghe insgsired the Musins
1l| mnlrilulir o restoring the iemples they
erl during the riots,

still relevant”

According to Kathrada. with a rise in the
chorusof opposition, the carcsity of the new

neration 1o know more about Gandhl and

{deas woill akso grow. “They willl clis cover
him in greater detall and will feel more
inspdred by him.” e sald, Gandhd was consid-
cred the predecessor of Nelson Mandela in
South Africa tll recontly,

Wi are celebeating the Mahatmi's birth
aniibversary the day aller, Around (s dine
over e past couple of years, there have been
ttermpts o make “Tong e Nathuram Godse"
hashtags virul m sockl medin. In these
of Kathrmila and Ihomw et Knthrndi was
right, the restlience of Gandhl and his Ideas
ke b i | Gendse s known sokely for
being Gandhi's sssassin and has no independ-
ent ilemtity, Ganchd is o global glant On Janu-
ary 30 1948, had Imgnmﬂ:wm)‘ from natral
catses, towo, e would still haveboen a towering
g’uhnl personality bor what he achieved in

rs ofhis life. s not for nothing that

| ke who visits Idia or our lead-

ers wha trave | 1o forelgn lands always imvoke
Ganehd and pay thidr respeces o the Mahaima,
Ewen last month when Prinse Minkster Nar-

A couple af days later, Gandhi was in Kolk-
i, when i mob surrounded him chanting,
“Gandhl go back”. Gandhi told the crowd: °1
Thavve come 10 serve Hindus and Muslims akike,
lam %ﬁhdﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬂ" umder your probec-
tion. e WelCome b tam guins me.d
have nearly reached the end of Hie's jour-
ney. but |rmp@ungunw. Tl ot b B
iru%mllmn LA

i effiarts savixd Kolknta and the neva -

3 eladly reporied i as @ "Caboutta indracle™
uml vermicd Gondhl as @ “one-man anmy”.

Honwever, an rony of our times [s that while
Dearnghacbests bs invaldng Gandii, Trdia i wit:
nesading |8 reverse.

O May 19, peaple cobebrted Godee's anni-
vermiy i Gwalior. The news of the celebration
grbbod hendlines the next doy. Whether it isa
tragecly of ouir Himes, or some vestod [ntenests
et on exploiting fault lines, is anybody's
s, Novmatter how thick the emvelope of al-
ity muy be, humanity [ synommous with the
reberutloss endeavour towards the bright 1 ght of
truth, Like Kathradis | have firm fith in Gon-
dhi's clermal relevance,

Sl Shelchar 1y eaftvor-i=ch fef, Mindissan. The
Vi el are persatial,
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Export crisis is real

There are no easy fixes besides productivity-enhancing
reforms; Indian shippers must have a much larger share

NDIA'S MERCHAMDISE EXPORTS are facing a serious slump, with

noreal prospect of a meaningful recovery in the medium term, Ship-

ments shrank 3,19 in FY 24, a rarity for an emerging economy like

India, Export contraction can be understood only under extraordi-
narycircumstances, like the Covid-19 pandemic. In April- August this year,
goods exports grew just 1,1%, despite a very favourable base, The con-
traction inexportswas 9,3% in August, the sharpest since July 2023, pre-
cipitating a 10-month high trade deficit of close to $30 billion in the
month,and causing worries on the current account front to re-emerge.A
softer crude oil price cannot be blamed for low exports or high trade
deficit, as this cuts both ways (by reducing both oil import billand the
value gains from export of petroleum products), To be sure, non-oil
exports too were flat in August.

The fact is the export crisis has much to do with structural issues of the
economy that have no quick fixes. Rising labour costs that aren't com-
pensated through overall productivity gains, and logistical constraints,
are also hampering shipments. To a certain extent, exporters have man-
aged to cope with the loss of conventional export markets via market
diversification. In the four years to FY24, India's goods exports to other
Astan countries dropped from 45% of its total exports to 40%, while that
to Burope rose from 200 to 24%, Obviously, exporters are in search of
pricing power to make ends meet, Also, marked gains have been made in
relatively high-tech products, like electronics, even though net value gains
from fureugn Lrade in Lhew import-ind Lcn-dve products are very low.

Ar of lower oil prices, given that Opec-
plus oil pmduwrs are rcpurtcd]y planning to scale up output, This would
mean that India's export figures are unlikely to get a boost from the (low-
value-addition) petroleum product exports in the short term, At the same
time, an influx of gold imports after the recent duty cuts on the yellow
metal, and a possible surge inimports of solar panels, steel, electronics, ete.
from China following imposition of higher tariffs by the US could widen
India's trade deficit. At a broader level and inlong-term interest, reforms
aimed at productivity gains are the solution for the export slump, An
open-ended tax remission scheme that will ensure“zero rating” of exports
must be a primary and essential element of these,

However, at the moment, exporters are also struggling with immedi-
ate issues like rising freight cost, shipping delays, shortage of containers,
and congestion at ports, The government | ken a fe like asking
the state-run Shipping Corporation of India toacquire five new functional
container ships and other agencies involved in export logistics like Con-
cor and state-run ports to reduce their tariffs to help exporters tide over
the crisis, But, for India to get a handle on its own export-import (exim)
cargo, Indian shippers must raise their share in it Vessels flying the Indian
flag should be carryingat least a third of the country's exim cargo, up from
adismal 7-8% now. While major headway has been made in augmenting
India's port capacitiesand port-related ir e, investmentsin ship-
building and acquisition of vessels by domestic shipping companies have
maintained a tardy pace. Larger domestic shipping/container capacities
would give Indian shippers better access to global sea routes, trans-ship-
ment ports, and control over freight rates and schedules.

Tapestry-Capri misses
the point in luxury fight

'WE'VE HAD TAYLOR Swift, Emilyin Paris and des than Saks Fifth

Menue'h hand'hag floor, o
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room of US district judge Jennifer Rochon, whn|sdeﬂdlngwhetl|er1'apentry]nc ]

EPTEMBER 29 IS designated
by the United Nations FIJ Njas
the International Day of
Awareness of Food Loss and
Waste, It is jointly convenad
Iy the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
thon (FADY) and the United Nations Envi-

mnmem J'msrammetUNF_!'} a0t has
ity

® FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
ITIS NOTJUST AMATTER OF IMPROVING ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY, BUT ALSO PROVIDING FOOD SECURITY

Curb post-harvest losses

ASHOK GULATI
RAYA DAS

Respectwvely distingushed professor and
research fellaw, ICRIER

and saving our environment. An FAQ
2023 report estimates that foodwhichis
lost between the harvest and retall
amounts to 13.2% of the global food
production. Interestingly, UNEP esti-
mates that 17% of food Is wasted
between the retall and consumer’s stom-
ach, Together, foed loss and waste (FLW)

does not identify food waste at the con-
sumerend, but that too is likely to be sig-
nificant given the way Indians love lay-
Ish weddings and other feasts,

While existing surveys primarily
estimate quantitative losses, ICRIER-
a\DMI sesearch ventured into estimat-

drylng have been adopted at the farm
level (ICRIER-ADMI, 2022). Accarding to
ithe All-India Debt and Investment Sur-
vey In 2019, only 4.4% of cultivator
households in Indla owned tractors, and
amere 5,3% owned elthel pawer tillers,

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

@ UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH

Vice president Jagdeep Dhankhar
The country has seen historic exponential
development, economic upsurge unknawn to
us...our opportunity basket is increasing day by day

Furthermore, storage Infrastructure
remakns Inadequate In India According
1o the Indian Grain Storage Manage-
ment and Research Institute, in 2021,
post-harvest losses accounted for
approximately 10% of total food grain
production due to poor and Inadequate
storage Infrasteucture, Recently, the
government of India has launched a
major grain storage plan, This inltiative
Is part of a broader strategy almed at
maodernising the agricultural system,
The plan entails expansion of storage
capacity by 70 MMT over the next five
years, If implemented properly, It holds
pnmnlialtn reducr.- post-harvest losses

combine har o Small

and inal farmers, who constitute

amount toabout 30% of the global pro-
duetion,which never reaches the human
stomach, Even if half of this 1s saved and
used, it Id easily
ple,and abolish hunser forall !-leslden it
could help reduce at least 8-10% nftlm
waorld's greenhouse gas emnissions, and
380 of total energy usage, making our
r\l.-m-: better, But alas, both th
dreams remain unfulfilled as of today,
Therefore, it ks important to be aware of
the potential benefits, and cormmit our-
selves to reduce FLW by at least 509,
thus contributing to the UN's sustain-
able development goals, for the people
and for the planet,

Where does Indla stand in the global
scenarlo of FLW and how can it help
eliminate hunger and save the environ-
ment? The all-India post-harvest loss
survey by Nabard Consultancy Services
(NABCOMS) in 2022 revieals that the
country suffers & ering food losses
waorth €1,53 lakh crore (§18.5 billion)
withalossof 12,5 million metric tonnes
{MMT)of cereals, 2,11 MMTof oilseeds,
1.37 MMT of pulses, ete, Around 49,9
MMT of horticultural crops are lost
annually due to poor cold chain infra-

reducing bot

of fresh produce and the income pnten
tial for farmers, The NABCONS survey

quan-
tlty losses, Acomprehensive guwey of
1,200 farmers was conducted across
I'|m|ah,lilha|',amd Madhya

over B604 of Indian agricultural house-
holds, often cannat atford to buy costly
hines, For paddy, 97%

Mechaniqatlnn enhanced storage,
andefﬁumttrampnrtatmmystemnm
kery areas where technology can maiea
di fi Yet, beyond technol
solutiens, pollcy support is critical to
amumtl\atm\a]lmdmarﬂlml farmers

Pradesh for key crops such Beyond households use combine
as paddy, wheat, soya bean, harvesters in Punjal
fab,
paddy, 1 S0 Y hnol |
and maize in 2022, The technological whereas in Bihar only 10%
study revealed that soya solutions, policy g house-
bean has the highest post- support is critical holdg use combine har-
e crop,at 15,948, €0 emeure that small L OO TG
followed by wheat at and marginal producer organisations
7.87%, paddy at 6,370, farmers can access  and custom hiring centres
and maize at 5.95% hnol | can play a crucial role
lnc]udlns quantity and "cch:nbe:c. through group leasing
qualitylosses, Such signifl- 9 and*uberi-

cant losses point to the

urgent need for enhancing technologi-
cal interventions across the value chain
to prevent food loss between harvest
and retail The study shows that food boss
largely oceurs during harvesting, thresh-
Ing, drying, and storage stages, predom-
Inantly due to low levels of mechanisa-
tlon and inadequate logistics
Infrastructure.

Farmerswhouse combine harvesters,
for Instance, see a marked reduction in
paddy bosses compared to those relying
on traditional manual metheds, The
overall loss in paddy drops to just 2.84%
If the mechanisation in harvesting and

mlnﬁ"n[farmmhineq.
The availability of properdrying and
storage Infrastructure also plays an
important role in reducing food logses,
Traditional sun drying methods are
fraught with risks, including the addi-
tlon of foreign matters, uneven drying,
and exposure to molsture, which can
lead to mould and mycotoxin contami-
matlon, Solar dryers and dehydrators
offer a solution to reduce losses and
extend the shelf life for pel11hahl¢1
Th i

technalogl

can access these technological changes,
can ccess thesetechnolgiclchan

in India a possibility, there is the lu‘ta
Packaging Materlal Act ([PMA), 1987, 1t
makes the use of jute bags mandatory
for packaging rice and wheat grains,
Eventhough jute s biodegradable, it ls a
water guzzler, hydrophilic, and labour-
Intensive crop, and the usage leads to
frequent rodent attack, pilferage, and
Infestation due to the tropical climate,
Hence, there lsa need to revisit the |PMA
for faster expansion of the use of her-
metic bags, which has a potential to
lower storage and transit losses,
Inacountry where dlimate chan

malnutrition still pose a major challenge,
Itwiould be onlywise to focus on reducing
FLW, Redudng post- hz.rw:nl loases ls nm
just

clency, but. a]mofpwmdlng food security
o penple while building resilience in our

tive for small-scale far mers, climate-
friendly,and need to be encouraged with
appropriate policy,

Thus, by saving the people,
we cansave the planm_

Views are personal

Time to secure Bay of Bengal

Bimstec shouldn’t further delay its sixth summit to
avoid losing relevance at a time its vision of economic
integration is threatened by instability in the region

CONSTANTINO XAVIER

Saniar fellow, Centre for Social and Ecanomic

Progress (CSEF), New Dalhi

THE SIXTH SUMMIT of the Bay of Ben-
Al Initiative fnr Mu](l Qecmral'mchm-

§8.5-billion purchase of Capri Holdings Ltd, can go ahead: the |
handful of%l.mt Furopean hueury beands,

The US Federal Trade Commission Is seeking to block Tapestry's acquisition of
Capri on the grounds that their Coach, Kate Spade, and Michael Kors brands would
dominate a partof the market — not cheap but not super-luxe —where workingand
middle-class American: hop. Thiswould cut i the com-
Ibined comnpany to ralse pr he detrl of th

But any narrow definition of how we buy bags misses the broader point, The
luzeury sector ks in winner-takes-all mode, Some players such as LVMH Moet Hen-
nessy Louls Vuitton SE, with a market capitalisation of about $390 billion, have
the scale and financlal firepower to keep its brands, including Louis Vuitton and
Do, but also the cheaper Mare Jacobs,at the forefront of consumers' minds. With-
out sraller participants being ableto thelve, shopy

g powerafa

caland E )
planned in Eanglmkaarlier(hjn manth
was,once again, postponed. The organi-
satlon now risks losing pace after lts
seven member-states agreed ona 2030
plan fora prosperous, resilient, and open
Bay of Bengal, That vision of economic
Integration, bridging South Asla and
Southeast Asla, ls now endangered by a
wave of political Instability, Internal
conflicts, and security challen

Except fol India and Bhutan, allother

petition for their bag business,

states have been torn by polit-
beal tulhulmce from Nepal's 10 prime

Itmight seem a stretch to think thata Coach bag costing about § 500
petawithaChanel Ing § 5,000, But th ch d
If. ible lusoury Is $100and 51,000 — one possible way of

thinkl lwabnuuu yihe FTC —and haop aby
andbe dth

olds then
est lines are much more of a threat.

What's more, many top-end companies have ralsed prices
conaiderably over the past three years, This has put them out
of reach for many shoppers and led to a slowdown in revenue
growth, Toregain these customersand stimulate sales, luxury
behemoths are stepping up the production of entry-level
Itenns Expect this toaccelesate further,

Of eoiese the FTC 8 dght to by ol b

y'hl'andn"chmp-

iy years to theviolent
cataclysm In lsan,gla.deah Myanmar
remaing en{alﬂ.‘d ina sriralllns clvil
war,and Sri Lanka's political turmoil Is
far from overasthe lsland recovers from
a financial collapse,

Beyond unstable polities and fraglle
econamies, the Bay of Bengal region also

Bimstec offers one possible solution
tocollectively address these challenges,
Gaoing beyond its original technical,
trade, and economic focus, the organi-
satlon has begun to develop an Impor-
tant security track since 2016, when its
leaders called for more cooperation
among “law enforcement, intelligence,
and security organisations” at their
retreat In Goa, Progress has been signif-
icant since then,

In 2017, the first Natlonal Securlty
Chiefs'{NSC) meeting referred to the Bay

domains. Sub-sectors under securlty
Include disaster management and
energy, as well as a separate sectoron
:?rlcullum and food sm:urlty Haa](h

came into force in 2021, The deaft con-
ventions on the transfer of sentenced
persons and on extradition have both

faced slgnlﬂca.m delays.
Fourth, il also have

fers another opy ity,
after Bimstec was found ml.ulng in
action during the 2020-21 pandemic.
Moving beyond energy from a resource

perspective, there Is also a scope for

to harmonise the different organisa-

tlonal entry points, Seme variation is
expected, but the N5SC meetings reflect
how member-states have differing per-

cooperat ity Awider pect] ity coaperation, While
range of and Indiah i Iybeen represented

disaster rellelemw:Lwn will help to build
Institutional capacity In the Mmmarlat

of Bengal as a “eommon for futu
-

oy I Vorethanaver S S op
then, most recently in before, the Bay of talned with more fre-
Myanmar in July. TI_'la e B.ngll's road to quent meetings. The
ofack L5 Secuitybia. economic security and the home
logueand twoeditions of  interdependence and 1 isters' meeting have
the ThinkTanks Dialogue  prosperity hinges on  not been held even once.
on keﬁlfmalﬂ:cul‘]ry.New political stability and ij the :l“:tmm;l't‘ﬂ saw
areas of security conpera- a long hiatus between
i includethemar. __regionalsecurity 5,0k 00 ing

faces a growlng number of i

tlonal security challenges. These are
weakening state Institutions and
Increasing the ||gkof|merml , bilateral,
and reglonal Cli hange s

FEI-STED being disadvantaged, and this Inevitably involves asking
whethermaglblellxuryquecl.ﬂcmarket HutTape-iuyand

diﬂuptlng livelihoods and displacing
mjllinm nfpenple Close to half a billion
be food-nse-

Bloomiberg Caprihave asethat resui-
ficlently fuzzy to cazt doubt on the FTC's claim of dominance
will get i

lov Swift carrying one. Consequently, they argued, it would be very difficult for the
combined company to ralse the prlce ofa Ml.ch.ml Knrs Ing without improving its
style orquality: Ifit did, shopy

Jennifer Rie, an analyst at Rloomberg hlte{l‘agmlre,glveg themmpanl.en a 6%
chanmn[wlnnjnshamun Investors seem to agnee, Shares in Tapestry are up more

than Ince the trial b 9, Capri has gained about 120,
The Iuseury market has glfmd since the transaction W announeed in August
2023, Capri'ssalesfell 13., recent lossof 514 milllon,

mpamd with a profit 548 mlelmlntheyearmﬂlel
Cap! i theSS?oﬁMpHce I[thempanleg

1d rerate,
gotiating the pllice. Analysts at Cowen & Cnxastlmate that Capri stock could fall toa
lewel in the high teens tolow § 201 Tapestry walks away.

The bidder may be be reluctant to rmde?ntiate given that 1t muld bl'Lng mare le[ul
unger the ler allenge. [th.
the deal, while the transaction must close by Fetn'uary Still, exploring any potential
wlgglemnummlt

inth Canrish,

bethell fLVMH. It should
takea leafoutof CEOandfounder Bernard Amault's ook, when hewas buying Tiffany
& Co, fouryears ago and seek the best value for its shareholders,

cure, affected by sudden weather
changes, depleting fish stocks, and dev-
astating cyclones, From health to
energy, policymakers are struggling to
deliver development solutions to a
growing number of impatient, under-
employed youth.

itlme and cyber domains,
Three Bimstec disaster t

regularly helps exchange
Informal Ita-

exercises have been held, as wv.-ll] as one
mllitary fleld teaining exercise, hosted
by the Indian Army, And In 202 2 secu-
rity cooperation was formalised as one
of Bimatec's seven new priority sectors.

The -ilnw but steady securitisation of
Bir b Ithit halk as
the olganlntinn seeks to find new rele-
vamnce, Five issues stand out, requiring
attentlon from member-states.

Firat, It is important te continue
expanding the scope of "security”to new

THE EDITOR

Stubble burning

While pallution fram vehicles,
construction dust, solid waste,
management, &tc. have been counted
@8 key sources of emissions, the
paddy stubble buming in Punjab and
Haryana contributes as much as 0%
of the pollutant laad during Cctober
and Movember, Punjab and Haryana
are expected 1o generate 19.52
metric tannes (MT) and 8MT of pacdy
straw this year. At a meeting in Prime

Minister's Office this week, both states
committed to eliminate stubble
buming, but it remaing to be seen on
ground, Punjab expects to manage
11.5 MT af its paddy straw through on
fiedd erop residue mansgement and
Haryana will manage 3.3 MT, The
remaining will be used by ex-situ
miethads, Additionally, 2 MTwould be
wsed as a boller fuedin 11 thermal
porwer plants across the Mational
Capital Region after turning the straw
into pellets. The states and the Centre

tions and set an I;genda that is both
ambitiows but feasible,especiallyon sen-
sitive lssues including cross-bordercon-
flicts or reglonal securlty matters where
China's shadow always looms large,
Third, consistency s also necessary
when it comes to finalising agree-
ments, For instance, the Bimstec Con-
wentlon en Cosperation in Combating
International Terrorlsm, Transnational
Organised Crime and [icit Drug Traf-
Fleking was signed in 2009, but only

must keep their differences aside

and fight the cause together,

—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Address unemployment
Apropos of *Employment crisis
deepens” [FE, Septermnber 28), the
much-touted claims of India being the
fastest-growing econormy is at

variance with the nent

by its natlonal securlty advisor, Sri Lanka
sent Its director of military intelligence
In 2017 and 2018, Nepal its inspector
general of police in 2019, and Bhutan its

I'-‘inalrly, while India rmg served as the
lead country for the securlty sector, it
will have to tread with caution and deal
with multiple sensitivities, Some
smaller member-states are wary of the
big neighbour orcoming under pressure
from political constituencles at home, o
from China abroad, to engage in security
cooperation with India.

Maore than ever before, the Bay of
Bengal's road to economic interdepen-
denceand pmspmty I\Ingr.-i on political

Tty Bimstec's
experiment with securlty cooperation
holds promise but s still a work in
progress. Any further delays on halding
thesheth summit in Banghkok risk dimin-
Ishing Bimstec's relevance.

Co-authared with Dy
formerintern ar CSER, New Delhi

Views are personal

wha are unemployed simply don't
want towork. Unless the government
accepts there is a problem, there is no
chance that it will take measures to
counter it With an ever increasing
workforce unable to find suitable
employment, India is facing a huge
erisis which could snowball into a
social crisis that shakes the

f dations of civil society,

situation in the country. Apologists for
the government claim that whoever is
willing to work is employed and those

— Anthomy Henrigues, Maharashtra
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Conflict may escalate as
Israel stays on warpath

ael's pinpoint strike on a southern Beirut suburb ](I.ll.lng the Hezhollah
leader Sayved Hassan Nasrallah in his underground command post io end his
¥2year reign as secretary-general of the tervorist urganlsatLou with pntn:l
wings has lemnda&l wider escalation of the Mi East war.
The killing of the top leadership that shaped Hezballah into rebuilding its mili-
tary machine since wars in the early parts of the millennium against Israel to
become the world's most heavily armed terror group may seem a huge
setback now.
The strike that followed manths of intelligence may not, however, have knocked
ot the group's ability to keep firing missiles an lsrael, which it has been doir
a‘}m scaves of projectiles per day mcelhebarbamﬂcmher'rmackon Lsrag

A Iecmnjc shift may not come about in Iran's influence on its proxies in the

rq!;lmhecausenﬂhns st.ral.eflcal] with powerful bunker buster
bambs to hitar figure lkeb{am‘aﬂal\ﬂgﬂat Iran dn-e! now in the face of this

pointed attack on nbol.]sh smi ane of its own revolutionary foree commanders is.
what will define events in

Having taken d.lmc(acunn st its sworn enemy, Israel, only in the snl'bestgna—
ble way even after the extreme oeation af hav-
The dynamics of ing a diplomatic compound in Syria bombed, Iran

the conflict have
altered now with
the elimination of

may cantinug to act only through ]xm:)es nerldmg.
even mare powerfil weapons into Lebanon,
An indication of an immediate reaction out of Iran
is that the mﬂ: leader Ayatollah Khamened had
said that H would continue to be at the helm
af the resistance forces and that its military capabili-
tles had.mt been destrayed.
debatable whether Larael, with its elaim of an
exi!teunsl threat hanging historically over it since
its formation, has the maoral right to escalate its
amm against Hezbollah in this manner. But then,
against such a line of argument would be the
t organisation's history of terror acts against
lsralis and citizens of many oﬂ)er natbonalities, inchding the United States and

Since Hezhollah had not 5waed1r_1 ml]ibarv smnnm launching myriad missiles
fram October B, the day after Hamas crossed the border into Irmel to attack and
take hostages, lsrael has been on the offensive, mostly in reduc
beafore opening this secand front recently against Hezbollah with
runs over Lebanon

A feared ground invasion that may have stretched Israel's capabilities did not
come about and the tactic of taking aim at the Hezhollah leader has worked well
with mgsr'd. to strategy, but lsraelis are living in fear of counter-strikes. from
Hezhollah with most settlers in northern Israel having moved out of range of the
Lebanon border.

The dgmamicsnl’rhe conftict have altered now with ﬂwelimmwnaf}laara]lah

likely makng way for his cousin Hashem Safteddine, another perscna design
85 & global stbyme'llnlledsmes \lhn\l.l]]hehopmgtareg\:uphls
sm.u- af fighters who are far better equipped and trained than the

The world Esg.has‘t at the cost of war but the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Metanyahu, whose pelitical stake in continuing to keep his country an the offen-
sive is heavy, illustrated his defiance with a speech at the United Nations even as
hia bambers were taking off to strike BelNLWheue ﬂ:lsml.leuﬂand whether any
majar powers will be sucked into this Middle E: 1 s open to g

Gaza to rubble
eavy bombing

Disability: Welcome re-definition

emember the time that we referred to someone as “physically handi-
" ar “mentally retarded"? Gone are those days. ks to our
and activists, spchety has evolved to become more understanding

towards people who are unable to use their faculties like most others. The
wards, ¥ h hami]cs ped”, have given way to “physically challenged”,
with r:he dlﬂh!n 'ahled" arriving an its heels. Most other such

farms, too, hs| -] uud.erguue [

The Supreme Court of India now fieels that even such changes are a bit con-
descending and there must be ways o d.escnbelh.ese conditions in a more peo-
p]ecenu‘l.c way, Hence it sugges udges would henceforth refer to them
as "persons with a ﬂlsabl]hy Sn itwi a parson with hearing disability”,
wh.h the person coming first in plain wuni! And nothing else. The court even

s the judges check with the person on how they wished to be identified.

i Handbook Concerning Persons with Disabilities the apex court hrought
aut on Saturday has listed several such usages and has explained hnw une has
to be kind but correct. As Justice B.V. Nagarathna, who supervisad Ea—
ration of the handbook, noted. “The langusge used by judges in I:h.elr Judg-
ments carries immense wedight and has the power to shape societal percep-
tions and attitudes. When it comes to sddressing matters invalving persons
with disabilities, the use of sensitive lan is n( It | tance.
Judges must be mindful of avoidin el Pﬁﬂ s dr
that ites atij and reinforces itive st

nfy Lost week the court barred the use of the o porneraphy”
in the courtroom and on necnrds It was an exceptiomal d]!ilaynd’lhe court's
deep ding of a social nd the t it can It
ms;' be remembered that the court last year came out with a fior
judges advising them to shun certain words while referring to women.

It's thme society at large, and especially the media, follow the suggestions and

their vocabulary. The apex court, meanwhile, shoukd have a mecha-
mism to ensure that judges follow its divectives. It has had to come down heav-
ly on judges pepper their judicial promouncerments with their
convictions. Now the wait begins for better-worded judgments and judicial
refarences.
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on in the British

Kishwar Desali
London Diary

rmhe‘th
be. And should a Prime

'3

to worry about than what
Cabinet meeting or the L

Labour MP quits,

And Ixtl.me 1lrnlaesaquss‘tmnthxtm
the centuries: *

Iheman""Or WOman, as (he nuy
Minister and his wife be
always well dressed? If the answer is “yes", then
what can be wrong if someone offers to buy
fancy clothes for you? Surely if you are
Prime Minister, you should have better thi
u will wear for

pet-together... And
then, the Prime Minister's wife is alwa;

NOT OHLY 2,000
PER MONTH FOR. WOMEN, BUT

Pride & politics: Netas toss
the Tirupati laddu around

he deputy chie:f
inister

Party (J8F), was ance an
admirer of the Latin
American Marxist hero
and  youth icon  Che
Guevara. He milked his
Marxism  till  recently
5] a red angavas-
HP:J';Jgd msrchlr?gw'lm
the Communists. He has
suddenly switched to a saf-
ﬂuu .ﬂ@lfmm HEI]DW

marches t
shsnksm pn]il.iclsln.g a
controversy around the
adulteration of ghee at the
Tiruj Tirumala
Devasthamam (TTDL
What ought to have been
an 15!||e af either sloppy
F%e management or
deliberate cmwpnm in
has
beeu turned mtnapnhmu—
religions issue.
left behind his scheming
deputy, an apparently ner-
vous N. Chandrabshu
i, g Ml
minister u anto
the cmmmlm.]jbandwsgoﬂ
blaming the “minorities
friendly” Jagan Mohan
Reddy, his ECEss0r
the CM's e, for this
imsult to Hindu sentiment.
If religious passions are
stirved, can the BJP be lft
behind? BIP activists in
bath Telugu states are
rushing o save Hinduiam
from Hindus. God is no
longer to be relied upon in
ting Oneself and

LIS,

Humans, that too politi-
cal power brokers, are
required to protect Gods.
For the first tuhn);]inhmu-
temporary  polit! isto-
ry, religion has been
brought inte the caste-rid-
den state palities of the
Andh

ras.
The entire controversy
revalves around a report
that drew attention to the
possibility of adulteration
of ghee supplied to TTD.
This is not a new problem.
In the past, if such adulter-
ation of ghee with veg-
etahle oils was d
after sampling, such can-

signments were rejected
aﬁlgdn rveturned. Ov?recthe
years several com| Ixmtn
were filed about s
teration of ghee w‘]th veg-
etahle oil. However, for the
first time this year, when
such adulteration was ance
mdhcoum. the
babu Maidu gov-
ernment sent a sample of
the ghee to the Gujarat-
based Mational Dairy Dev-
nt Board (NDDH)
for verification.

The NDDB ana]ysin
pointed to adulteration
with wegetable oil. How-
ever, in an interesting new
twisi o the controversy,
and an umusual mnve. it

that it was “]nssjhle‘ that
there “may be traces of ani-
{ence s been presenied
te confirm that there
imvdised was any animal fat.
t that there is a

ation. Why the NDDE felt it
necessary in this “pos-
sibility” without offering
any evidence is o question
waiting to be asked and
answered.

Why bather about such
issues when politicians are
lead}msﬂrthepntnlcmm

munalism. If Chandrababu
Nand.u was trying to get at
his bete noire, Jagan
Mahan Reddy, by accusing
him of imsulting Hindu sen-
timent {remember Jagan
Reddy's Christian cri
Ll:ls} Pawan Ita]vm]m&v
attempting to get closer
to the En ]gmgztxerth:g
pressure on Mr Nabdu.
Pawan Kalyan has heen
playing games seeking to
cement his status  in
ities, prevent-
ing the rise of Mr Naidu's
st Nm; Lokesh. Fi.gnﬂjlln
e wer tics
ﬁ‘w]vmg lt:‘l.l the three

all.hmne!)almm—TDP.
BJE, JSP — the Tiru
laddu has become a

iti-
«cal ball to be tossed around.

The Tirupati "laddu con-
troversy" is the first sim of

the entry of commniun; ﬂxg]
itics into  caste-ridden

who like him. The n].'lsgedem:lr is that Sir Kedr
worth

re are wvery few British Prl.me
inisters who have waalg:mchthes wear
unscathed from the daily grilling tl|.sl pounds plus

Labour Party, Lord

candidate but not an

MPSS.I‘E%

Parliament was not mesti;

the gifts are worth a si:
the ment about them got
m ‘become the latest

Andhra politics. The erst-
while state of Andhra
Pradesh entered the histo-
ry boaks as India‘s first lin-
guistic state. Taking the
cue from the Tel the
Gujaratis. Maharash-
trians, Kannadigas, Pun-
jabis and ather linguistic
ups managed to
ir own administ
and political reglaons based

on . In the farma-

:Jl?euba |°fhn[;}ade5hgn
uage, the

Indian Natbonal 0?:

and the Communist Parq-
of India, at the LII!\TOIhE Bﬁ]
ition polit

‘::J. party in India and in
the state, forged comman

ause.
Years later, when the
first round of a movement
for a separate state of
Telangana  dividing
region united BEE
ot dissipated, %ms
Rao tried o re-unite the
Telugus based onee
on linguistic BEIJLImEl'lt by
naming his party Telugn
Dieaam Party (TDF). Telugu
I.deaa.;e:umﬂ a mdnl:al
4 ithan
when NTREDEs:came the
leader of an all-India
cal formation called the
Mational Front, and then
found its expression ance
gfaln when PV,
arasimha Rao hecsme
India’s  first
Minister of South I:ud.lan
.
W‘illlwmsecul.sr leaders.
who focused on develop
ment and welfare. Neither
allowed communal politics
ta take root in the state
The cementing shl]m- of
language became weaker
once '_[C'E:[E Mp&ll}gs took
aver.
and wealth a Wm
Telugu elites — Heddy,
Kamma, Hapu Velama
and Raju — contributed to
the rise of caste as a factor
in Telugu polities. In the
new state of Telangana, the
political divide amang the
elites was between the

aver you need — my home is
But gu‘hmn'bewur

mul:lngwmreﬂmnlwu

‘lare gifts recedved but
during election when
and Sir Keir was a

, and that has

scandal.
And then it turned out that fashion conscious

Lowrd Ali had also helped Lad Elnrmerlubu
under  thousands pounds wor M tzmses y

undoing... Lady Starm
b«lﬂreurmevmil:lmmﬂaucﬂnm
give the money to charity. It might calm every-
one down.

nd now even

more
the PM it has led to the resi
MP — Rosie Dn
now sit as an
rassed over how
indeed other membmalhinlhbinet have also

Velamas, who controlled
the Telangana Rashtra
Samiti [TRS] and the

Into this matrix af caste-
based politics, the BJP
entered with its time-tested
ﬁnmunsl palitics.  In

sy
entr n the history of
Hi. us]]m divisions
dat Ilad( to the days of
the feudal potentate, the
Nizams of Hyderabad. The
leadership of the Congress.
Palty in united Andhra

pited these ander-

]vmg communal tensions
ag part of the internecine
])olitma] battles within its
ncal leadership. The NTR
era contributed toa decline
in communalism in pD]J
ties but over the
decade,

m'l:ghm has entered pD]l-
tics i a hig way in

'ﬁhﬁe p-ul.;tlm ||1h Tel

minority in the Andhra
Tegion is also far more inte-
grated into loeal social and
cultural life, with many
even among the elite com-
fortable speaking Telugu
while their Telangana

still SLll)‘ e

majority.

Bath Andhra chief minis-
ter M. Chandrababu Naidu
and Telangana chief minis-
ter Revanth Reddy are
focused om development
and welfare and have so far
shown little interest in
stoki the communal
fires, While the BJP is wont
o do that, Pawan Kalyan's.
conversion  from  faox
Marxism to perhaps faux
communalism is a self
sarving political somer-
sault of undiloted cyni-
ciam. It remains to be seen

Test or ends up communal-
ising Telugu palitics.

The writer is an author,

a former newspaper editor

and adviser o Prime

Mﬂnmﬂl’mﬂhﬂr

5 TeCetly

edited The Importance of

Shimzo Abe h:dis.]aml:l
and the Indo-Pac

carTying o
ml-;%sm mshup:%llne‘.

LETTER

BONDS ARE BACK

The orders of a court to file
an FIR against the finance
minister over electoral bonds
must come as an unwelcome
surprise for her party. Most
probably, nothing will come
of it since the bonds have
been discontinued, but it will
give Opposition parties
something to attack the BJP
with. Nothing much has
been heard about electoral
bonds in quite a while and
this move will bring
back under the sp
Electoral funding is the big
elephant in the room of de-
mocratic process and it's na-
ive to expect big business to
fund parties freely. Bonds
are nothing but legalised
bribes and since expenses
are ever increasing greater
will be the kickbacks!
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

SHIA AXIS REGROUPS

THE KILLING of Hezbollah leader
Hassan Masrallah by an lIsraeli
airstrike has significantly escalated
tenaions between Israel and the mili-
tant group, mmah;.%ﬂu‘ﬂmrim-
hility in Lebanon the breader
Middle East. Hezhollah, backed by
Iran, has vowed retaliation, which
oould lead to a surge in violence and
deepen the ongoing conflict. This
development adds pressure  to
Lebanon. alread mppllugwlthm
nomic and pullttca] crises, and may
regional alliances, with om.m
tries Ilke Iran and Syna potentially
strengthening ties with Heahnl.lah

s:aubsgh

CONGRESS FREEBIES

‘THE MANIFESTO of the Congress Party
in Ha has something for every-
body. r, measures like restoring
the ald pension schemse:, $2,000 to every

woman and kegal guarantee of MSP for

[ o uires amd me

Harjana on e beink. As o po¥,
Haryana's debt-to-GOP ratio ia already
255 per cent higher than Gujarat,
Maharashira and Karnataka, but still
bearable. However, because of these
schemes, the state government will have
to resort to borrowing and enter a debt
trap. Then the promises will prove to be
a medicine worse than the disease itself.
D.B. Madan
New Delhi

2500 for the best letter of the

week goes to D.B. Madan
(5ep. 23). Email:
asianage.letters@gmail.com.

tickets like there is no tomarrow.

should adl.qlman.nwnnyurdl..un.dun
dmhasm OTICE MOTE, rd.rlgtoredmlgnﬂ:dbrﬂ
Streat as a free zone. Of course, it is
the heart of London's shopping you
have Sel and Marks and and
axsl.ng];r for John I.ewh.mﬁﬁnhmm meinmﬂ
cars which he thinks create unwanted onnFu-
H.whuwﬂ.l tion. But making the most frequently visite
she is embar- stretch of Oxford Street misesme
and his wife and wuwmntwemlmwluwn]klwg

5. b, nne

calls PM hypocrite;
Oxford Street to
be free of traffic? «

scruting over what she wears. press

even publishes the brand she is

with the price tag. (I have always

about how quickly the media know it all — but

‘then undoul the dress designers also have

a PR firm which will quickly leak the informa-

thom to the press.)

But Sir Keir Starmer made the mistake of

elothes worth thousands of pounds to

be to him asuppnnar and the sub-

sequent hamm the right-wing press

mﬁhldnﬂmhwhgmbmﬂm
oW Very unpopu; 26

per cent voters df him more than those

the Chancellor Rachel Rzemmdthe Dep‘uly
Leader Angela Raymer.

nd to make matters worse, Sir Keir "bor-
m\wd Lun‘l Alli's apartment to film a

and then it seems his son
useditwstudylhrhinl}ﬁﬂ!‘.! Bome of this is
actually a crime, especially when obviously Sir
Keir and his wife were badly sdvised about all
these posh togs to swan around in, and a
swanky apartment to get filmed in. For most, of
us it would be a relief to have someone who said
— "don’t worry, old chap, just tell me your sizes
andlw'ﬂlpetynumcdymedm when-

c.nJledthePMh;rpucril:Imlﬂnennmanglmweu
atall...

while apart from the political the-
Wp]s;d out, London continues to
thrive with superh theatre at the West
Enﬂ.Cu:mﬂywehnveme
Becket classic Wil T Godot getting rave
reviews. At the National Theatre there is
‘s rarel formed Cordolanus,

And there is & m based on & 1857 Elia
Kazan film A Face in the Crowd. T am booking

nd... here we go again! It seems that soup

has once more been thrown by climate

ivists at the “Sunflowers™ painted by
Vincent Van Gogh. at an exhibition at the
National Gallery. What has astonished me is
that those indulging in this vandalism are not
young! Amang the mewhnmrenﬂeﬂ!d.lns
sixty-year-old man and a seventy-seven-year-
old worman. Anger knows no age!

Kishwar Desai is a an award winning
author and cohimnist. She is also

the Chair of the Partition Museums in
Amritsar and Delhi.



