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Standards must
guide Ayush

[tisin the best interest of the State as well as
the booming Ayush industry that therapies and
medicines meet rigours of scientific testing

e traditional medicine boom of recent years

in India has also seen unprecedented reach

for dubious claims by marquee companies

through advertisernents in mainstream mdia
and social media “virality”, Against this backdrop,
the Supreme Court has done well in retaining a key
guardrail to protect the consumer. On Tuesday, it
stayed an omission of Rule 170 of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules 1945, notified by the government
earlier this year. The rule was an effective yoke
on Ayush (Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani. Siddha, and
Homoeopathy) advertising that is often in the dock for
dodgy claims of efficacy, “absolute cures”, and safety.
Indeed, as per data from a government programme to
monitor traditional medicine systems, a total of 38,539
cases of misleading advertisements have been

since 2021,

“The ruling brings back into focus the question of
whether traditional medicine can be held to a different
standard for advertising if it is not subject to science-
based safety and efficacy scrutiny of comparable
rigour. There is certainly no case to summarily di

Need toread vehicular
emissions right in NCR

Research shows both
type-approval and
pollution testing for
vehicles fall short in the
real world, as does the
adoption of CNG asa
transition fuel. Adopting
remote sensing for mass
monitoring could help
improve air quality in the
national Capital
th the winter and
the festive season
sot to begin in
arcund a menth's
time, the annual
discourse on the
air quality crisis in Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR) is set
o begin. Apart from meteonological
considerations, over which we have
linle control, increasing pollution
| (partic-

nology for pollution control is not
new to Indla. Kolkata ploneered (s
use in 2008, and govemmment agencies
likee the International Contre for Auto-
metive Technology conducted pilot
programmes in 2017, The National
Green Tribunal has alsoadvocated its
Implementation to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board since 2005, but the
lechnology s vet o be
widely adopted. It's encour-
aging, them, that the
Supreme Court of India
recently refterated s 2008
and 2008 directlves to the

wlarly vehlonlar emissions) continues
o worsen the problem. Bui there's
some new [nsight that can help us
address the problem better, The Real
Urban Emissions Initiative [TRUEL
founded by the FIA Foundation and
the [nternatienal Council on Clean
Tnnmon:doﬂ {ICCT), worked with

The second is the widely known
in-use compliance test. or the pollu-
tion-under<ontrol  certification
{PUCC). This is needed periadically
and applics o every internal combaus-
thon engine vehicle on the road, There
are limitatlons nolwth Theww;r

proval test, whic

3 m:lssnm sing a
poorta e emdsshons e
ment sysiern, s expensive for
massg-scale  monitering.
Meanwh e, the PUCC is con-
ducted in icke conditions and
doesn't capture key iransport

ministry of rood transport Anirudh pollutants like nitrogen
and highways (MoRTH) to Narla ascides (NOW) and particulate
implernent remote sensing matier,
techmobogy in the NCH. Monitaring and enforae-
India Is the workd's third MEnt PrOgrATmeEs Can sup-
most polluted country and Tllnuwn_l perindic emissions
home to the most palluted inspections to msrurc cone
Capital, secording 1o the sigtent vehicle performance
225y oA Ovey e e ey S
0 r. et ote sensing technology
25 vears, various institu- Amit «can non-intrusively screen
tioms, inchuding the apex \adlpi pe emissions on a lnge
court, the Mational Green  BPATE o o dhelp idenlfy highly
'mbunal.anul\v:oltmm palluting vehicles.

‘The TRUE Inl ttative helps
measures o curb emissions I'n:lln ad.cswnndwldl. develop alr guality
road iransport. Despiie and clin 1g b -
e risding numiber of veliches has thus mlmﬂ-m\r]ltkﬂnmwndw

far largely offset the progress made,
However, there was asignificant leap
I berms of wehicle emissions in April
2020 whwen Dnclia tramsitiemsod directly
from Bharat Dugt (BS) IV 1o BS VI

traditional medicine — Tu Youyou's 2015 Nobel win in
medicine, for the discovery of artemisinin, is rooted in
traditional Chinese medicine — bt for Indian
traditional medicine to be accorded its due credibility,
there have to be defined standards of study,

sperimentation and trials. To be sure, the Ayush
ministry published Good Clinical Practices (GCP)
guidelines for clinical trials in Ayurveda, Siddha, and
Unani, based on the GCP template for conventional
(or modern) medicine. Registration of elinical trials
of Ayush therapies and drugsunder the Clinical Trials
Registry-India (CTRI), which is maintained by the
Indian Council of Medical Research, was also
mandated. However, claims continue to be made
without the requisite scientific backing, and some
companies have earned judicial ire for exaggerations
on conforming with testing rigour without the
evidence tocormoborate,

The proprietary origins (not described in the

accepted texts) of a raft of Ayurvedic medicines
and the principle of customising medicine as per
individual physiologies in Ayurveda and Unani, often
cited by practitioners, make testing their safety and
efficacy a crying need. Consumers have a reasonable
expectation that there is a regulatory setup that
protects them from unsafe or inefficacious medicine,
and not just the State but also key stakeholders in
traditional medicine, including the big corporations,
need to ensure this is not belied.

in Relhi and G
nmplt.le o comprehensive remote
sensing udy that measured over
100,000 veshi chess acrosa 20 sites, The
data presented in the report reveals
ways to mekle the probiem.
Importantly, remote sensing tech-

emission i
The current vehiche emissions test-
ing regime has two primary parts,
The first is the repe-approval stage,
the government grants (or not
approval for a manufacturer to intro-
ducea tested model into the marker,

The study in Delhi and Gurugram,
conducted from December 2022 to
April 00, mcasured exlaust emis-
sions of NOx carbon monoxide (C0),
hydrocarbons (HC), and ultroviolet
{UV) smoke. o proxy for particulace
matter from bweo- and threewhielers
(3W), private cars, taxis, light goods
vehicles, and buses,

The analysis revealed that India’s

emissions across all vehicle rypes.
This underscores the benefit of pro-
meting cleaner technologics and
siricter regulations and points to the
posential of introducng BS VI norms
in the future. The study also found
disparitics in emissions across differ-

ent vehicle segments, with commer-
el vehieles like light goods vehicles,
taxis, 3Ws, and buses emirting sub-
stantially more than private vehicles.

Incmpnnnicup:m‘d real-world
lirenits g

shoms are particularly concerning
because NOx contributes to the for-
mmtion of secondary particulate mat-
ter and crone. Thus, relying on CNG
s 1 tran sitlonal step towards pero-
emission vehickes may not be suitable
For regions like Delhi and Gurugrm,
where air quality i already severely
oy i

It's alse clear from the study's
results that FUCC limits do not refloct
real-world emissions. This under-

type-spprosalmits) set by MaRTH
weas found that real-world emissions
can be multiple times higher (15-25
timies higher in & few cases), While the
wehices in the study ane pot required
ot kb indts o the road, s sig-
niflicant difference emphasises how
performance that qualifies for type-
approval certiflcation does not reflect
the ulimate Impacts on air quality
and human health. Even the BS VI
wehicles, which were the cleanest of
these measured had higher emis-
sions during real-world operations.

The NCR has seen a major shift
mmlrda compressed nmurll s

o ol meent PUCC
:mwllhmhwﬂdmnlmmmﬁ—
nologies. The Automotive Industry
Standard {AIS) 170, in draft since
2020, needs o be finalised and not-
Tied by MoFTH to enable elfective use
of remote sensing.

Finally, accelerating the transitlon
o zeroremission vehicles, especially
n commerclal segments, 1s crucial io
combat vehicular emissions in Delhl
WO, Sevieral policy opthons are wvall-
ableto schieve this, including imple-
menling a supply mandate for sero-
cmission vehickes ond establishing
bowr-emilssion zones to complement
existing policies. The Commission for

Pmrolcun- fuels, Th:s was done
Iar'gery o reduce particulate mater
emissions. However, this snady’s data

chal CNGasa

leap from BS IV to BS VI led
significant reductions in tailpipe

clean fuel solution. High NOx emis-

Adr Quality wiell pessi-
vianed o bead this effort in the NCR.

Anirwell Narfa is resarcher, and Amit
Bhart i munaging disector | Indial, ICCT.
The views expressed ave persoral

Shed partisan glasses
in reading Meta letter

eta founder-CEO Mark Zuckerberg's letter
Mto the United States (US) House Judiciary
Commirtee that says the Joe Biden
administration "pressured” the digital glant to
“cemsor” content on its platforms, including
Facebook, has been weaponised by the Republicans
in the election season. The Republicans have long
claimed that social media companies have been
colluding with liberal political persuasions and
censoring conservative voices, and Zuckerberg's
letter of “regret” would certainly help such claims.
Donald Trump has predictably used the letter to
target not just Joe Biden butalso his deputy Kamala
Harris, the challenger to Trump in the upcoming
presidential elections. However, there are too
many dimensions underlying the contents of
Zuckerberg’s letter that resist the Republicans’
“bare-bones” reading of a government-coerced
social-media censorship regime. Platforms.
certainly have been under pressire 1o take down
misinformation and fake news, especially relating
to Covid. Butit is also a fact that the US Supreme
Court, in 4 6-3 majority verdict earlier this summer,
ruled that the White House and federal agencies
ecan continue to urge social media platforms to
censor content that the government deems.
misinformation. Given six of the nine Supreme
Court judges were appointed by Republican
presidents, with three appointed by Trump, the
debate on social media censorship should move
away from a mere partisan focus to more weighty
questions of protection of free speech and
regulation of the unbridled power of the platforms
(with little underlying responsibility).

Bangladesh’s many fault
lines explain its turmoil

few displayed items reflect Indi's role in
s Liberation War,

hile there are \'nnr.uu ressons

expluining thy Bangla-
desh over the past few wnnls
the central nar

Thus, llmpmmgndmtnl Indlia’s el p in

is the autocratic governance style of the
deposed Prime Minister (FM), Sheikh
Hasina, However, this narrow prism blurs
the fault lines and contradictions that have
existed in the society and polity of Bangla-
dsh since its creation.

There has betn an ongoing conflict
betwedn the country's Bengali ol and an
Islamist resurgence, spearheaded in the
malnstream by the likes of the Jamsat -
lami, on which a Hasina-cra ban has just
been revoked by the interm government
headed by Muhammad Yunus Three maln
identities have been vying with each other
for pre-eminence in the country: One, 3
ularist disen, two, of Islarris lan

the liberati iggle came with a price has
gained wide curmency. It then became politi-
cally expedient to blame India for all the
problems Bangladesh has been facing ever
since. Distrust of India n!&o has a communal
dimension shaped by history. The narrative
of India being hegemonic has become the
dominant narrative.
laclish's peroeptions of Lidia are also
shaped by the media there. Minor rritants
e dheelavs in getning visas for mavel o India
and border incidents are amplified, over-
shadowing the co-operational benefits. Mis-
perceptions among the public are also (n
abundance, such as India carrying oul a cul-
ural invasion by beaming is TV channels to
desh while blocking the Bangladeshi

Islam-led State, and three, of the
popular Bengall culture that is
more accommadating and syn-
cretic.

Approximarely 50'% of the popu-
lathon of Banghdesh practises kslam
a5 a religion. While the amended SK
Constitation of
enshrines Islam as the State reli-
glon, it hasalso restored the Amide
that provides for freedom of reli-
gion and secularism.

1 had the opportunity o intersot with sen-
for defence and civil serviees officers while
atiending the National Defence Course in
Dhaka. Surprisingly, even scme of the army
offkcers were vocal about the paramount

of Islam in the o the

Bangladesh Saini

channels, es pecially in West Bengal.
pite periodic explanations that it
is merely due to commerdial rea-
sons whenein Bangladeshi broad-
casters are not ready w0 pay any
carry fee to Indian cable TV service
providers, the issue is flogged peri-
odically. Thus, the average Bangla-
deshi views China fivourably com-
pared w0 India, which is seen as
antagonistic.
esh has also not been able to insti-
ttionalise stable civil-military relations
despite 0 many vears of democracy. The
principal renson les (n the matare of lis poli-
tes, which is characierised by deadly con-
frontations, revenge, and strugele for power
hy thye two major political parties, giving rise

Stote and questioned the r of the

| democratic erder with an

word “secularism” in the Constitution,
Anather major fault line is rooted in how
the country's history is viewed. Banglsdesh
i pobarised into groups that either took part
in the War of Liberation or stayed out of It
acconding o their political values. beliefs
and ideology, Since India played a predomi-
nant role in creating Bangladesh. its role is
central in the narratives of these groups. The
nationalises feft that India’s role was limited
ta bringing Bangladesh under its sphere of
influence to further its coonomic interests
and gain better access o Nomheastern India,
The pro-Chinese Left believed thar Inda 5
intention was tomake Ban gladesh a colony
for iImporting raw materials w cater 1o the

Juite industry in West Bengal The radical Lefl

percelved India as an expansionlst
and believed that Bangladesh’s |iberation
was an unfinished revalution. The lslamists
propagated that [ndia's real motive was o
break up Pakistan, the Muslim homeland, as
the Hindus had never reconcibed to the idea
of an independent Tslamic State,

However, what is not well lnown mlm‘lm

n'hpmul record of institution-building. Due
t0 mukual antaganism, succesive regimes
have wanted to keep the military on their
respective sides. There is a widely-held per-
ception that io win the clections, they need
the tacit support of the army. Bifurcation of
the defence ministry and placing of the
armed forces division under the PM has
blocked the raditional command channel
under the armed forces function in other
democracies. This has acoclerated the politi-
cisation of the institution.

The Bangladeshi army, in particular, and
the country s defence forces, in general, quite
like Pakistan's, are deeply involved in con-
wolling commerdal activides. Evidence of
the army's wealth and influence i not hard
o find. Thearny's interface with chvillan Kfe
5 also much more than usual, to the detrl-
ment ol its role as a purely militaristic insti-
tution. It is often called w0 perform routine
clvil admintstrathon tasks such as iralMic con-
trad in Déhakas, aind preparation of national T
curds and voter lists.

JAKE SULLIVAN

<
We believe that competition with

China does not hay

to lead to

Lmll'llu or confrontation. The key
sponsible management

acy

Time for waqf reform,
with trust-building first

i Wyl (Amendrmend) Bl 2004, was
tabded in Parliament in the last session
and is now being cxmmined by a joint
parliamentary committee (JPC).
Under kslarmic law, wagfis a religioas charity,
A person can dedicate their movable or
immaovable property for rellghous or charita-
ble purposes for Muslims. The person dedi-
cating her property o wagf imevocably loses
ownership over itas it now gits transferred to
Allah, The property must then be used for
community purpises such as mosques,
madrasas, burial grounds. hospitals, and
other colleative purposes. It is logical that a
transparent and ellicent system lor manag-
ing these properties |s required. The Wagl
Act, 19895 almed Lo providea lrame-
work for theadménisrasion of these
properties. Various wagf boards,
which operate Independently of
each other under respective state

1o be registered on the portal within six
months, But what decuments would a 400-
woar-okl mosgue have to prove itself asa wigd
property? ”

Some years ago, a dome ot Delhi's Jama
Masjid was in m\iul'msmmpl..%v -
e

d. the
magid committee, and bodies falling under
the authority of the Archasological Survey of
Nrelia, and work stalled, Mere transer of con-
trol w the collector would not resolve such
matters. Nor I there reason to belleve that it
would drastically reduce cormuption.
the Bill proposes to make the collector the
soleauthority W decide whether Lhe propenty
belongs o wagfior the government. Basied on

this decision, she can change the
ovnership in the revenue records,
which would be binding on all sides.
Thee fear that this provision ks open
o misuse cannot be dismissed.

governments, manage nearly But there is a larger comend, Some
S70,000 properties across India, Zakia concerned citizens snd groups have
with o collective estimated value of Soman een calling for reform in wingl man-

F151akh crore. Disputes arlse regu-
lar by and are referred to quasi-judi-
cial wag/ribunaks,

Unfortunately, over the yers, some wagl
properties ave been beft neghected. misman-
aged, or encroached upon. Shockingy. the
encroschment and illegal possession are
often in the hands of wdl-known individuals.
Besides, dueto poor oversight, the properties
are often undervalued, sold, or rented out 1o
vested groups or persons. The objective of
community well-being has been lost owing 1o
laxity, corruption within the system, opagque-
ness, and dysfunction of some state wigf
boards. No government thought L necessary
o enact agenuine overhaul of the wagman-
agement system. Sadly, the state of some
boards today defents the very purpose and
intent of wagf, Therefore, a thorough exami-
nation of the system is overdue. But can this

These systemie incongruits

s thiad e Mukai Bahini,
ideological entiies, also resented Indla £l
role. It had reluctantly fought under the
overall command of India and could not ree-
onciletoits predominant rle, The surrender
ceremony was perceived more as an Indian
show than a Bangladeshi cne despite the fact
that Group Captain AK Khandker, who laser
became Bangladesh's chief of air foree. was
present at the surrender. In fact, in Bangla.
desh, it is politically incorrect (o mention the
1971 conflict as an Indo-Pak war. Further-
more, In the natbonal museum st Dhake very

laesh mone bl to divisions |Iun my
external Factors that may be at play in the
current turmail. They also provide contest to
the recent turbulence leading to attacks on
minorities and the army’s refusal o quell the
anti-Hasina protests initially, Unless these
fault lines are recognised, there is little that
can be done to change Bangladesh's course
over the long term.

K Seind fsa former vice el of the bnidian Army
arrd former commander, Soesthsern Army.
The vhews expresied are persewal

doit?

agement for a long time. The Unlied
Progressive Alliance government
moved certain key amendments o
the kaw in 2013 but stopped short of an over-
haul. This amendment made it possible for
any Indian, irrespective of her faith, to dedi-
cate her property for wogf. Renowned RTI
activist Salim Baig from Morada bad repeat-

edly pursued transparency t adit and
aull.sanmm{mnmofmqupenles for
vears. In 2013, the Supe e poti-

cesto lhl‘ state gcm:mmcmson hls public
imterest lgation, asking them o commit o
a tmeframe and budget for a baske audit of
records. It is belleved that Il done comectly,

Wl
ning into hundseds of crones of fopees yearly,
This money can then be utllised for educa-
tion, vocational skill-building and other rele-
want purposes to support children and
women from poor lackgrounds.

Th says Uhat itis onl

The Bill proposes 44 d airb
the authority of wagf boards and allow
greater control by the government. It pro-
poses changes in the functioning of i
bunalg, allows mon-Muslims o be members,
and makes women members on the board
mandatory. Some Mushim groups have
opposed these on the grounds of theirauton-
oy being eroded and slso becawse they were
notconsulted in framing these amendrments,

Under the new draft law, several anclent
meonuments, suchas the Jama Masjid, qualify
s wirgf properties and may now be required

ing :hc recommendations of the :ma Rajin-
der Sachar committee by bringing in these
amendments, If the spirit of geruine welfare
el wel Fbering as demonstrated by the Sachar
cammittee is imbibed by JPC and enacted into
the draft with genuine consulation and build-
ingof trust with the community, the Bill has
the potential to become a milestone lw.

Zaky Sorman is oo-feunder of Bharanyn Meslim
Mdabie Arvdotae and & wornen's rights aceivise.
“The views expressed are persoral
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DIS/AGREE
THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

Aforenightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

CR Sasikimar

An airline has recently rolled out a feature that allows women passengers to avoid sitting next to
men, in a bid to make flying safer for them. Is this the right, or wrong, way out?

Segregation 18
no answer

Seating women separately won't
solve problem of mid-air misbehaviour
by male passengers

ASHWINI DESHPANDE

AMONG ALL THE dismal statistics about
gender gaps inIndia, there are same num-
bers that shine, e of these is that India s
the glokal leader in the proportion of
women pllots, With 15 per cent women
pilots, India is way ahead of the global av-
erage of 5 per cent, The International
Sockety of Women Addine Pilots released
a"gender equality in the airline industry”
report in 2021, The report noted that at
124 per cent, India ranked top in gender
equality at the Night deck,

I gender equality orwomen's advance-
ment is the goal, the aviation industry is
getting several things right. Since this is

with elielal i

nuy lml bc an option,
therecentp

annnuncemenl by Indlige airfines is puz-
zling. A new feature allows women 1o see
the sex of other passengers when choosing
their seats, They can choose to sit next o
women to aveld sitting next o men,
Undoubw? , foe some women, having this
chidoe will give asense of temporary resplte,

But what about women who choose
seats for comlort = front or exit row, aishe
or window seats, and end up seated
next toa man? Men might assume that
wamen who do not choose the pink seats
are more “broadminded”.

1T the issue is sexual safety, islating
weomen is not the sokution, Alrline staff can
and should isolate the perpetrator, rather
than it

What about women's compartments in
commuter trains and women's seats in
buses? The logic there is different, In the
short-to-medium term, we need these
measures. Trains anid Imca areoverpacked

o wher
linel of order |

without any special o train or
target female pilots, it reveals the aspira-
tions of young women to break barriers to
entertraditionally male-dominated fields.

This is about the staf in the airline in-

than inside an
airplane, unless people sell-regulate, as in-
deed they doin several parts of the world.

Some might claim that women need

also

hoarish and inconsiderate behaviour,
Absolutely, Wamen deal with “manspread-
ing" and "man-sktting" all
the time, not to mention
men pushing themselves
ahead and brealdng queues.

Relief of escaping
Mr Space Hog

We have women-only compartments
in trains. What's wrong with
extending the concept to aircrafts?

RAMA BIJAPURKAR

THANK  YOU, INDIGO, for
customer sensitivity,

Safe Harbour Clause: For all men
reading this, the caveat is "present
company excluded”!

Indigo Airlines' latest offering enabling
women fliers to select seats next to other
women is utterly welcome, Forget the gen-
der politics, it's the joy of not having to bat-
the an unthinking, entitled man for your
shareof the armrest that is just soappealing,
Mo, since the average male flier seems to

male flier, who has also been taught through
yemnfcondlllamn;lo “sit properly”, the

your

them. Women will be free totrade off bene-
fits ancl costs ane choose between aseat with
mare leg space next to a man and a normal
seat next to.a woman. Whether this will be
women-gnly rows or not is unclear, but
Indigo algorithms will Aigure out how to ef-
ficiently get the job done, What if men use
the new visibdlity of gender data wlu'nat-

to them (as they likely may) “Don't pmbm

my g space, go travel in the pink
seats o shut up™? Well Indigo, withyour"girl
power” foeus, find us a solution, The alrine
has been very good at disciplining us so far,
In exchange for elficlency, they have got us
o stand in stradght lines, board in sequence,

plainirgly incag
tarmacs waiting for aircraft cleaning, dispose
of our own garbage etc. 5o maybe they will
handle this behaviour too.
Execution also reflects the difference be-
pween agood kdea and a commitment that is
built into the DNA of the brand. Pink col

e et B

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The Taliban cannog escape accountability for this unconscionable smothering of
the ambitions .u:nldally lives ¢ u[half(lwpnth(h " Wlny m( .ulm sanctions at

e the lead, Afigh

an, whe have g an laws?"

-Tl'll WASHIIITUN POST

When words
ring hollow

Despite justified public outrage, not much
has changed on the ground between
Delhi 2012 and RG Kar rape and murder

R

By IJEREK CYBRIEN

TWO DAYS AFTER the Delhi gangrape,
Parliament debated the “demand for se-
vere punishment against perpetrators of
gangrape of a young woman on 16
Decermnber, 2012 In the capital®. Thirty-
seven Members of Padiament, including
this columnist, spoke in both Houses. In
the last fortnight, as we witnessed the en-
tirely understandable public outrage, one
reflected on transcripts from some of
those speeches. Here are a few
excerpts [rom what, sadly, dout to

who get involved in these kinds of
heinous acts do not even think of com-
mitting such acts. There needs to
be a change in the kiws and the laves relat-
ing to crimes against women must be
made stricter”

Tiruchl Siva (DME): "1 hepe the out-
comes of this discussion would send the
message across this country that such
heknows crimes would not happen again
I this eountry. It means, your stringent
action should send such a message across
the country that any persen involved in
such a crime will be severely dealt with.”

[ Raja [ CPI}: "Our wiomen are not safe,
Our children are not safe. It should be a
collective soclal responsibility to
protect our women and children. We
should collectively think about how to
adclress this menace.”

TN Seema (CPIM): “We want strict ac-
tion, we want immediate action and we
want assurance, Fast track courts should
be set up in all districts. Young boys
should be ed d in school itself to

b hollow wol

M Venkaiah Naiclu (BJP): "Every 18
hours, there i a rape, and every 14 hours,
there is an atrocity committed against a
woman, There are around 10,000 cases
of atrocities on women pending in vari-
ouss courts in Delhi,,. what s required is
the political will to deal with such situa-
tions and mldiru a ntmng message o

imes
thatthcy will not be spared; they will be
taken to task, *

Jaya Bachchan (SF); “Everybody will
forget what is going to happen to her, but
she will reme mber for the rest of her life,
Tewelll be a scar. It Is a terrible mental tor-
ture more than physkcal, How are you go-
lum repay for this? Every day, women

tting raped by their fathers, their
Esrothiers, thele cousing, their uncles. | per-
sonally feel very, very ashamed that lam
sittingg n this House and | am helpless and
lam not being able to do anything.”

Renuka  Chowdhury — (INC):
"Collectively, it is a social failure, It is not
enough for us to treat this as yet another
statistic and that tomorrow things will
finish and thereafter another incident
will happen like this,"

Javed Akhtar (Nominated): "We all
need to think about this ssue at two lev-
els, at the level of the administration anc
at the level of society. We need to punish
the accused with the strictest punish-
ments, However, | don't agree that it
should be death by hanging, not that |
have any sympathy with the rapists, but
death sentence |s just a shadow that does
not solve the problem.”

Mayawati (BSP]: “Action taken against
the perpetrators mast set an example for
everyone so that crimes like these do not
take place in the future, The actions taken
by the government against the perpetra-
tors mast be publicised so that the people

treat women as egual eitizens.”

Sushma Swaraj, in Lok Sabha (BP):
"Madam Speaker, you used aword o de-
scribe the incident = ‘heinous’, There
cannot bea more appropriate description
of the incident. | have stated multiple
times that people who commit crimes
like these must be hanged, After the in-
cident, the victim is neither living
nor dead, even if she survives, she will
spend the rest of her life In vegetative
state. Do the accused not deserve death
by hanging ¥

Ancl here is what your columnist said
{speaking on behalf of AITC): *1 stand here
nervous and scared as the father of a 17-
year-old daughter living in India.
‘Whenever there isa rape we think that it
Is a woman's issue, We often want to
malke it awoman's only issue, | strongly
believe it is much beyond being just a
womnan's issue, In fact, it ks actually a male
Issue. This s about men. And | say this as
a man. We men sometimes stop behay-
ing like human beings and start acting
like animals, It is time we now seriously
took up this issue of preventing rape.
Prevention, We first need to create effec-
tive social communication. We must do
this and then spread this message
through different media.”

It's 2024. Twelve years on. More bes-
tial, heinous crimes. This August we fadled
a young doctor in Kolkata, We failed a
tribal weman in Ralgarh. We failed a 15-
year-obd in Jodhpur, a T-year-old in Delhi,
two  d-year-olds  in Badlapur.
Only speeches in Parllament are not
enough, Let's pledge to tum words inte
action, Swiftly,

The writeris MP and leader, Al India
Trinamool Congress Parliamentary Party
(Rafya Sabha), Additional research by
Ayashman Dey

coding for women-occupled seats? As a
friend pointed out, it signals the patriarchal,
mmypulldudthewmlwrm needing

‘alrspace” arounsd
thedr seats. Mar\y women avoid taking even
the mest convenient Might, if only a middle
seat is available, Many of them also choose
aisbe seats despite being bumped into by
service carts and people and risking brain
damage from carclessly opened overhead
luggage bins. It's not that

ment via choices.
s we I:nnw purple is the new pink and
marybe rongal blue would work just as well,
Before other businesses rush to do the
same in the name of “new trend”, here are
twi cautianary anecdotes. One is about a
five-star hotel chain that offers a “women-
anly” floos, "For your safety”™

ustry. What about passengers?

The issue of sexual safety inthe skies
is an important one ghob-
ally, not just in India,
While there are no defin- 1f the issue is
:;I;:’::ﬂ‘lgl‘:;'.;r&:;‘ sexual Pl'.lﬁ.'ll)‘. isolating
ing and fondling that wommen is not the
women have reported to solution. Airline

airline stalT all across the
globe, These are typically
stlent assaults, which are
unwelcome, repugnant
and aften not reported.
Most  wictims are

staffcan and should
isolate the perpetrator,
vather than nudging
women Lo isolate
themsclves, Things

Many male passengers
Tarve o iclea that the arm-
rest between twoseatsisto
be shared between both
passengers, it is not their
Bdrthright to lean over and
occupy the entire space.
But this will never
change il women skink out

they don't yearn lor a quiet sald the young women at
windowseatwithaplace®s  Mapywomen avoid  the check-in counter. Uneil
wstthcirbeadsandsiecpat Y RIS o, i ad notoccurred o
ter a long work day before A ““f w"", - ',"_(”' methat a five-star hotel was
they head home for a sec-  Convenient HI‘IIJ“ "."“])‘ unsale for a woman, Surely,

shiftof family seva. 105 middle seat is available,  itwas the hotels problem to

Just that i there is a Mr
Space Hog in the next seat,
you don't have the aisle te
spill over into, unless you
have an aisle seat. Battling
an both siches is oo stressful.

Truth be told, this space-
hog behaviour of the malke

Many of them also
choose aisle seats
despite being bumped
into by service carts amd
people and risking brain
damage From carclessly

keep me sale and net put
mein a“zenana”. But worse,
when | needed electrical
help at midnight, a burly
bearded electriclan ap-
peared, They hadn't thought
through the plan, cearly!
And then there was the
iconie chadrman of an iconic
Indian  company who

women; however, there il mever o J off the way. At the Delhi air-
Tave been incidents when WEIEVR CLATEE port recently, cach security
young men or adolescent i women slink Belt hac three-four airport
bays have been targeted, aut of the way. stafl, catching passengers
The perpetrators are al- trying to break the quewse
ways adult males, This has (which included women
nothing to do with the toa) by shoving their bags

class of travel: Women could be targeted
regardiess of whether they were travelling
econamy or first class,

ahead of passengers who were in line,
Costly but effective, and certainly worth im-

§ gtilly e proto
18 o civiliseed beahasl

We should also note, for perspect
that over three million passengers fly
every day, and obnoxious passengers
stand out because they are exceptions
rather than the rule.

our,

Indigo claims that it has the highest
number (678] of wormen pilots among all
airlines, thus contributing to India’s top

Haow do inter | lwith
misbehuaving passengers? The Rightstalf are

trained to restrain the perpetrators, stop
serving abeohol io unsuly passengers, anc if
needed, offer to relocate the worman, pro-

rﬂnklnthls dlmcnmn I this is indeed
rue, | Its bead-
ership also in ensuring top-class safety
protocols with a well-trained crew who
are sensitised to detect and act upon in-
stances quickly and efficiently. The last

vided T i laksle: thing they should be doing is asking
rmal instances on internaticnal flights in- women to ghettolse themselves, Because,
.1.. This wasalso L “men will be men”,
riedd in the urination ease onan
erndl ight {business class) in 2023, The writer is professor of econemics
In the S, passengers take recourse to and founder director, CEDA, Ashaka

the legal system for redressal, In India,
P || e |

University. Views are personal

flier stems from an uncon- apenid overhead
tested, automatic sense of luggage bins.,
entitlement, conditioned be-

haviour, rather than any de-

sire to harass anybody, Men

reading this may think — are probably think-
Ing — she's everbraining and mrannlyslng
this, But trust us, we women

tennae wmlmlymhﬂuk‘tlmmlpus

wanted to address a
European board director's
struggle to follow the dis-
cussionwhen hisIndian colleagues animat-

el Ir talked at the same time, 5o, he, like
ncl mmm.lmmmcmlmmmn cul-

tural problem. He designed a conference

through the
ol oursel i

day situations, like commuting or wallding in
erowded — or lonely — pulslic s paces.

We have ladies coupes in trains, ladies

compartments inlocals, ladies special buses

aned lalies- omrhnllm forthe marmy reasons

0 be switched off hefore another's could
come on, The result was everybody focusing
anlsﬁngtl\e “fastest finger first” mpl:thcir

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WORKING TOGETHER

THIS REFERS TO the article,'A new gov-
emance matrix' (1E, August 29). Now
Ie.ldlns a cmllllon government,

Lieutenant-General has failed the aam
aadmi by punishing citizens for voting
for the “wrong party”. The L-G leaves no
nanemrned o pmwthe duly clmed

inuncharted b
Despite rcdw.vd numbers in Lok Sabha,
he has not adjusted his excessive con-
fidence when the need is tobe more re-
silient and eonsuleative with Ilu'mnll
ore m
“This has made him backtrack on manmy
recent actions like lateral recruitment
Inthe [AS. The B!‘hnubundmuw
uslims en masse. His “secular”

Fare schemes and positions on commu-
nal violence have made Mo exclu-
sively dependent on the majority for
pawer, Him and his government mast
learn o work with allies.

¥ G Choulcsey, Pune

THIS REFERS TO the article ‘A new gov

ernance matrix, (IE, August 291 An
unanticipated electoral sethack in the
last elections with diminished
strength in the Lok Sabha has com-
pelled the BIP to be somewhat accom-

miadative, unlike the first two terms
whmmrwccnm pride was the hall-

mark of its leaders, It is now wary of
taking decisions that may harm its
prospects  at  the  hustings.
Consequently, new initiatives and
Idmarebelnglempnrulu kept on the

Kb

"l

The sheen might have

one eInerSo from my perch as mwmlm
af customer-centricity, Indigo gets a thumbs

thatdon { Sowhat's
wrong with extending the concept to air-
crafts? Of course the devil is in the details
and one is not sure exactly how this will
work. Since there's no free courtesy that
Indigo extends o anyone, as in the other
Torms of seat sebection, additional fees may
he bevied for this too, in the spirit of adding

and extr

g from

up for li g to consumer pain and
devising solutions,

s far as how the solution will work in
our “wie are like that anly” world, the jury is
still out,

The writer's most recent baak is Lilliput
Landl: How " ‘S«mll"nmlvln;lndn 's Mega

been worn off, but the saffron party is
still unable to let go of its hard
Hindutva image,

Vijal Pant, Hempur

DON"T PUNISH VOTERS

THIS REFERS TO thie artiche, W Falled
the aam aadmi?' {IE, August 29). The

.leulu' wlllmmm\e
Its resicdents, His actions show that he
has been deputed by the B|P dispensa-
tion at the Centre to discredit the AAP
povernment. The B]P seems to have
forgotben that it was campaigning for
full statehood Tor Delhi. It changed its
tune when it found the nascent AAP
coming to power. Then it quickly
changed its tune, choosing to usurp
power through undemocratic means.
To eripple the government of Delhi is
an affront to its voters, The undue in-
terference of the L-G, who is not re-
spansible to the people, in the fune-
tioning of administration, calls for a
serious debate toabolish his office and
the governor's as well,

SH Quadrl, Blkaner

NOT ABOUT RELIGION

THIS REFERS TO the eclitorial, "The CM
far soimie’ | [, Auiguist 20, Assan's Chilel
Minister left no stone unturm.-d o
acrime
entire Muslim community in the dis-
trict, He has sought to score political
points, claiming that the incident is
collateral  damage caused by
Congress's win from the Nagaon con-
stituency, He ks diverting the real issue
af women's safiety in Assam to hide his
Fablure in maintaining the Liw and or-
der. It's wrong to communalise such
cases, s the CM, it is incumbent on
him toensure that the rapists are iden-
tified and punished irespective of
their religlous identity.
L]

5 Pal, Nl
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BECAUSE THE

TRUTH INVOLWVWES US ALL

COURT’S NEXT STEP

Onbail, SC has strengthened procedural safeguards.
Now, it must review its own 2022 ruling
HILE GRANTING BA.ILInan accused ina money laundering case, hem

EDITORIAL PAGE

MVTWLINDIANEAFRESS LU

WoRDLY WISE
A POOR LIFE THIS IF, FULL OF CARE, WE HAVE
NO TIME TO STAND AND STARE.

— WiLLiam HENRY DAVIES

If you ask wrong questions

..you will get the wrong answers. This is what is
happening in Kolkata's R G Kar Hospital case

ANIMA ANJURIL, HARSHDA BARGAL, VIVEK DIVAN, REONIA MATHEW

THAS REE] of
horrific sesoual violence — and thatis what the
R Karhospital atmocity is — has been cast asan
issueof healthcare workers' safety. Bweninthe

the ourt. Letus

Prevkesh vs Er the Court riury
thatthe Iegalpnnclplu jalllsrlmmc;tmn.hullsthc rule” \Mllq)ply E:{;’;;:::;ﬂmﬂﬂmm
evenin G uner the | of Money Laundering inIndia Thatit in
Act [PMLA). The undorhmlgofm:s eszahllshed jprinciple is weloome — it recognises that a msp";] gives it another layer of egregious-
is iself. The verdict by two judges who ness, if that were even possible, because cer-
areinline to be Chief Justice of Indiais on bail, i f the Eain loc

all. 5o,

hifting for ime now. That shift is welcome — and overdue. Two
yualsagn in the consequential Vijay Madenlal Chawdhary vIJhmno,fMko ruling, the SC
the PMLA, That ruling c i aused
by a surge in the Centre's use of the Enforcement Directorate against political opponents
— the court of last resort seemed to brush aside the fisars of misuse, The Vijioy Modonls!
Chaudhory ruling is still the law of the land, However, since then, several small bat signif-
icant rulings by the Court have taken the sting out of the verdict.
ln October 2023, a bem:h uf]ustlocs AS Bapanna and PV Sanjay Kumar held that in-
‘would be necessary, hence-
forth" for the ED, The court directed thata copy by 2 , with-
outexception, asa matter of course, This was a departure from the Vijay Modanial ruling,
‘which had said that the sharing of the ECIR with tl‘macl:used.alunwan FIR fior the ED, was
not mandatory. Again, in July, while iChief Minister Arvind Keival
in the excise poli , the SC raised c the EDVsvast |
arrests, Ew:n as it referred the case to a larger bench, the Court held that the ED official's
“reasons to believe” that a person s “guilty of the offence™ in order to make an arrest must
also be given inwriting to the acowsed, A written record allows the acoused to challenge
an illegal arrest in court. These safeguands are especially crucial since the law imposes a

tringent

high bar fior granting bail.
(Onhail, too, the Court has, mrecmcmsdu-smppndananuwmnlngnfmlaw In
granting bail to Manish Sisodia, i intrial had m il laws, and

that the Law can be “relaxed” if the accused has urﬂewalong period of incarceration,

while it is a worlkeplace safety issue due to the
ual violence, Had it happened ina school, cor-
porate office or government ministry, this
woald still be a case of sexual violence at its
core.
Boutives or government functionaries.

Letus alsorecall that violence often comes
from within. In the last six months alone,
woimen (a dental student, a nurse and a doc-
tor) were at the receiving end of assault, rape
and molestation in Rohtak, Moradabad and
Rishilesh respectively. This is surely the case
im other profiessions too, and as lawyers who
wwriitee this, we must unsparingly look at our
ownecosystem. Inthe RG Kar atrocity, itisstill
far from chear that the perpetrator was a pa-
tient, visitor, or an “outsider”,

This incident should be a wake-up call o
ensure that all workplaces are secure for all
women, and that the culture of patriarchy
withinwhich perpetrators carmy out violence
with such impamity is radically altered, Not
Just in city hospitals but in khaps, within
hormes, incoll - !

the securis o

Demands emanating from
the protests have been
misguided for various

lic transpart, Fartic

In another case in May, Ajay Ajit Peter Kerkar theSCextended
thee principle that a pi hi half of the P a5 an
hail evenin e This wias, again, a significant

shep forward from the 2022 ruling whcmtl‘mcnurta]lmmd lhcg:mu'nlmnt ‘s argument
that it cannot be said that pr

C i women

who are not just doctors but also nurses, re-

ceptionists, janitorial staff or patients,
Demands from the protests have been

. For one, by secking
the death penalty for
perpetrators of sexual
violence in healthcare
settings, they fail to
account for whether such
measures will address

M ~ While misguided for various reasons. For one, by

these interventions strengthen the procedural safeguards for an accused, the Court still i rinhealthc e thev il
needs o comprehensively revisit the 2022 ruling. The Supreme Court itself has made a forwhether suc il axd-
d icissues, Tt yskewed

case for reviewing its judgment — it must do so soon,

THE CM’s DUTY

Mamata Banerjee needs to step up to challenge after R G Kar
incident. Playing victim and conspiracy theorist won't do
DISTINGUISHING FEATURE of acompetent administrator isoften her ability
o pull back me the brink. Instead, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
that *_.if a fire startsin Bengal, Assam
will not be spared, Bihar will not be spared, it will not stop at Manipur, or

Olisha, h Dedhi” — is rash The RG Kar: o mwir-
dercaseisali forthe Congress(TMC) in the state, But by
playing wictim and comspiracy theorist, bymms msmtsmppmgupmthcciu]hngu
Pnllmmlgmtlmnd said her
are a“malici ", that sh firmly i of the doc-

tors' movement demanding justioe for their murdered colleague and safie working con-
ditions fior all women. Her statements were against the BJP trying tocash in on the situ-
ation, she says. But as a woman and a leader who claims to engage and enable the
aspirations of women voters in the state, the CM must realise this is not a time for re-

the focus away from the mxu issue of sexual
violence and the underlying systemic injus-
tice that allows vicious crimes against women,
tovwards safiety of healthcare workers,

‘While it has been comveniently conflared
by the Indiian Medical Association and other
vested interests, the issue of violenoe against

cannot i

issues, They
Iu\fL also skewed the focus
away from the main issue
of sexual violence and the
um]l:rl} ing systemic
injustice
viclous et

women, towards safety of
healthcare workers,

sonwas not ravaged because she was adoctor;
it was because she was a woman.
This is not to say that violence against

makers, governments, affected communities
— should be to find solutions that make
healthcare an upnmm that is informed,

Malﬂu:an: workers can ever be condoned, resilient,
hygienic, efficient But when atte-

ernment Iuspltalsdunnchmd 9 should i i
never Evenwhen omisedc oS’ ass0cia-
i Jelta phase, thisc tions, as in recently, the message

did all it could to help, A vivid image of that
human

sultlsemuflmdlry Thcsalmcanbesnd

time is of oneof our about Clin-
traits — the prejudice we d ical Establ Act, duca-
against devnid of tial
to theeir homes in building societies, where  focus on ethical practice, or linked to a larger
they were threatened and sh i ing of public health and public

Demands have been made o legislate a  good, values-based medicine will remain a
central criminal kaw to prevent and detervio- — pipe dream,

lence against healthcare workers. They have,
fortunately, been rejected by the Union gov-
emment — sofar. Afterall, the criminal law, as
itis, issufficient to cover such instances. By de-
manding a new law lnr Malthcar! worlu.*r

Inacontext suchas this, the vorte we will
be swallowed in is one where patients and
their families are not communicated with,

mlpamﬁtlunandpmmmm
and iciouscharac-

protection,

and the

of existing legal mewurlcsand fail to seek
institutional accountability,
Not introducing new Iq;lslanun does not

disempowered become even more so, lash-
ing out the onty means they have left.
Much needs to be done to address the in-

ity of pri B

emmaent hi

How

rot,an honest ec

o take

and doctors. These measures must also ad-
dress the sexual and gender-hased violenoe
thatwomen healthcare workers face. Yet, de-

we raise boys, the token and surface adulation

we give women, our inability to make ac-

countabde the misogyny in our institutions,

and the hypocrisy with which we approach

sexand gender education,

Much also needs to hr: dom: to ensure
Iths the

such iconofair-

port-i i incindi il
Ianmmmamudg\nrdsmdsnmdugs
are hardly conducive o a

care experience. Such reactions also suggnst
that there are larger questions at play, which
need to be answered.

W live in times where m.llrln:ar! insti-

i increasingly 1 intims-
idating, mammath corporate mazes whene
the wseris dissmpowered. Their motives ane
s0 profit-centric that one enters them with

that the

needs of its users, Government budgeting
to ensure a doul g of investment in

" ial start. twill lead

improved infrastructure at primary health
and other levels, and more competent, sen-
sitive and well-trained personnel. Along
with this is the need for better acoountabil-
ity of health systems, which can only be
achieved through rebust monitoring, and
making these systems pa mclpamry and

qmn:lsm. but also abject need, sites of
ical and through ¢ i in—
h ngorgoeswrong  volvement i
it becomes almost impossible to articulate At the Iwartnlall of this must lie the
grievance, find a remedy, or pin accountahil- ahility (i
|ry Wealw lveina nmewtmmﬂmpuhllc and maltmlaccuumahle rnlnelsafulnmm-
ion from against
the state ystEm,
accessible an:mmum wdm'nplrudc
The wril it the Centre for Health E:
policy- Law & Policy, I1S Pune

PEACEMAKER’S PREDICAMENT

Delhi must make a realistic assessment of what Ukraine and its allies want of it

VIVEK KAaTjU

marks that could be seen as i v, of Th be no derying PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's visit tn
that B jee's the crisis i itsearly d. i Kyiv is best captured in the words of jesus in
ure to inform the doctor's family about her death to the registration of a case of 4 unnal- the Sermon on the Mount: *Blessed are the
ural daa.th‘ruthclmmdntcappmmmcntofnﬁka‘spnmlmln:l FOrney alled the chil-
Kotiat ikl sher His st " dren of God" (Matthew 5.9) Modi has cansta-

pitala -ated fior diplomacy s

Police! there have been instances of the
responsibilities to takee the justice process forward and to keep the calm,
In2012, aymraﬁnrﬂumrmnmmpunu the Park Street rape incident was a flash-

failing in its

Ukraine war. He told Russian President
Wladimir Putinin a meeting in Uzbelkdstan, in
September 2022, that this was not an era of

paint. Then, her ini ident as an attemnpt to discredit the West Bengal war, Thi i t indirect,
mrrumnrhad'hach:ﬁmd In the intervening years, thie CM has worked towards building : ) Russianinvasion of "":i:

. 2 - M;:E;ﬂl;:m ﬂ)u"‘ln'l\dcl:uasuuf qulmdwu;gll:::aylm: because Russia is
ualhanmmalﬂmwmshm inc But the sobution does not The dichatomy between Modi's desire for
liein harsher —it i i il ive re- d justice in Likraine and the compul-

prome

fioems, Purﬂuﬂh‘mmcﬂutltm‘punhurmn heer
intothe finger pointing.

A th e gslf.

RIGHT TO DISCONNECT

sions of India's deep interests in Russia has
been apparent since the beginning of the in-

wvasion, These constraints can once again be
. TR

The |oint Statement's paragraph 6 notes
that both leaders "reiterated their readiness
for further cooperation in upholding princi-
ples of international law, including the LIN

There is a historical parallel
in what the West wants of
Indiain the Ukraine context
to what it wanted India to do
in the mid-1980s when the
Russians were in

ical
tode-
velop in nnuatlv! snlutlons that will have
broad acoe pabil

Paragraph 11 also indicates India's willing-
mess to get involwed in a search for peace in

need Fusim:m.

poditical implications. However, at its core, it
is a European war. The present era is funda-
meentally different from thar of the Cold War

nomically and in terms of power projection.
However, the Western powers and Ukraine

Ukraine. It is here that the Indi

donatwantam

arealistica

sessment of what Ukraine and its Western
jpartmers want of India Thiswas chear prior o
the Kyiv visit but it has been reinforced by its
unhappy result. At least Ukraine wants India
o press Russia to restore the status guo ante
and stop buying Russian oil. It does not want
India’s mediation, The West wants likewise,
There is a historical parallel in what the
Westwants of Indiain the Ukraine context to

\ﬂnms after Modi left Kyiv. Onthe Ukraine is-
sue, the US and its allies on the one side and
China and Russia on the other have locked
Thoms, L tounlock
them, They donot mamluloruﬂmpmms
including India, in this

Indian-Likraine relations got off to a bad
start. It is now at Ukraine

supplmdl‘dnsunmrBﬂDTsﬂmm

what iwanmdlndlamdn in the mid-1980s uh_pncuunsl.l
when in i India a]soom
i action  word “condemmned” [Drluilasnuclmrmsd

but like nowy, thm oo, it did not publicly crit-
icise Russia. By the mld 1!|Bﬂs as India's ties

\ear

1998, Naturally, this cast a long shadow over
the relationship. It can be argued that these

warr
that Soviet Prcsldcnt Mikhail Gorbachev

have been o have a long

: : Charter, such as respect for territorial integrity - thel®  did, Besides, India's response to Russia's
New ﬁustrahlan law helps separate work hours fmln? leisure ignty of states, Afigl India was urged Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to press~ Crimea occupation also inhibited the
and avoid burnout. It allows for greater creativity desirability of closer bilateral dialogue,." d“'P'Y unhappy with the Howewver India  Ukraini i i
. Paragraph 7 also reinforces India's commit- wanted a say in Afghanistan post the Soviet Thus, Modi's quest as a peacemaker may
FONE & yworkculture, the most hotly-contested resource oo ingernational law, These positons ]“""““ "*““]”:1‘ but "kl‘ b withdrawal, the LIS told it o back off be "blessed” but i it inreality, in vain?
inthewr i water —msrl: dlin tirme the desire for justice and then too, it did not publicly The Ukraine war has impacted the Global
of the average worker, Whil try tomove into the shrink il Paragraph 11 states " 'pmm|mrm criticise Russia. South adversely and has international geo- Thewriteris a farmer diplomat
of hours, some acting il f the be-
Iuagucmdmrlms’mrk—llhhalmcc The Latest is Australia where, ]uslthuwnek,a ‘right
to d! effect, Barring af such
cies, employrrs will no longer be allwed to penalise workers who mﬁ.lsclnmspond to -~
workcals and s wihen they areou o the e = | AUGUST 30,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO
The Jawes — i butalsa Fr B Noian exeress [
Italy and Belgium — emerge from the larger leisure rights movernent, They have even o ] ::-:" Two ARAaNDON NTR tively,and the Lok Dal decided  as part tomohilise pub-
found some resonance in India — Member of Pardiament Supriva Sule drafted a PI‘I\EI’L‘ ] o forge a ew paolitical party, the name and  lic support for his cause,
Member’s Bllunmcrqgmmdlscnnnmm 2018, Bill ulti it . 3} EEWMJ\JOMRW\';}:?U?'_ :hcm_ugl De?:m ﬁ:nimﬁnn :yf M:Ilm i;?:: gsidez !:;IL-
adhance h : er chiel minister ma Rao new party wil ran Si T e
d thesamme argument 25 i < Evenas technlog ::‘"“d“ suffered a severe jolt when two of its  whowill retain the Lok Dal flag and symbol. NEW LABOUR ACT
poas G RE T ::"" e oy principal supporters — the Speaker, T Aneight-membercommittee has beensetup  WORKERS WILL BE entitled to 100 per cent
it L Satyanarayana and Deputy Speaker ABhim  toassist Charan Singhin finalising the details.  wages where a labouwr court or tribunal rein-
stood between burnout b 8, Reddy — joined the cabinet of Chief Mindster him, and
affecting not anly well-being, but also, ult company il N Bhaskara Rao. Shankar Dayal Sharma was }f)VE]{N(]R-NTR TALKS |ru;agamnﬂw mﬂnh@zrmﬂlsls
Because the truth about beisure is this: Ahuo{m:r d diversion not sworn in as the 13th Governor of Andhra ial Disputes
tive and creative. but al . Considerwhat lceland learnt Pradesh at the Raj Bhavan, mi Nmﬁﬂgﬁfﬁnﬁﬁhhmmrﬂy [I:Ids' o J\l‘rlcndmcntl'\ﬂ. ]982 whdlhas{umclnm
from natiomvide trials from 2015 to 2019, when work hours were limited without re- . : N STIT, '8 D XEN O TEWAE S0 el ey
ducingpay Notonlydid their produc- CHARAN SINGH'S PARTY - e enoonn o A —
tivity remained unaffected or even improved. Australia has joined the ranks of enlight- TWO SEFARATE GROUPS of Janata Parlydls— thestate, Sh, erthe i allowance f ibile, will be
ened countries in this regard. [f's about time the rest of the world caught up. sidents, led by Raj Narain and Suk ama Rao, whoisinNellore  paid to the workers.

epaper. Lndlanaxpmqnm T |
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President’s powerful plea
to treat women as equals

Il I8 not very usual for the Presidents to comment on internal develop-

WE Have SaveD
AND PRESERVED THE LAKE...

[ Iv Jufufofuie [v]u Jwiojufs]
IEEET LRI ET]

ments but the serles of dastardly and fatal attacks on women has
President Droupadi Murmu break her silence and demand justice for
the victims, and respect for women, The Presbdent used the strongest
possdble words In saying enough b8 enough. not just to condemn the erimes
igalnst women but also to ask te Indlan soclety to shed its conventional
nothon of women u- “leas powerful, less enpable, less intelligent™ and treat
them is squals in
“The Pros: Idunt wnn Inummulu]r “dismayed and horeiffed™ by the recent
events, including the rape and brutal murder of a post- h.rnduum resldent
doctor in a Kelkats medical college and hospdtal, True, there was national
outrage at the helnous crime but that was not encugh to deter the crim-
nals and Faplats. “Even as students, doctors and eitizens were protesting ln
Kolkata, criminals remained on the prow] elsewhere. The vietims include
even kindergarten girls,” the President said, spotlighting a reali |I:nl L
Inimn wornen fnce before the whole world, The inmedbate and speciiic ref-
erences may have been to the rape of kindergarten ehildren (n Thane
Mahnrashtra or that of a teenager in Assam but her anguish had a wlml'
context, too, consldering the fact that a woman

While the recent l- raped in India every 15 minutes. As per the [ ] []
crimes provided National Crime Record :j\ulwu. more than P ‘ ’ I-ETTERS
an Immediate 31,000 rapes were reporied seross in India in l S 0 ulc res S
iz,
context for her The first cltizen's note comes in the back- SM“'RT ClTIES
spoech, the real ound of question a visiting schoolgir] posed to
massage ‘I"d.l.n” w;nt:;‘rmld'unl 1[ -trﬁ r4=|l lel:l"mm Ihur ll:nlln . It Is rather surprising that
rhhayadype (neident would not happen in I ettt
soclety to lh:ﬂ It: Indi i the future, That Question must make mstea 0 ee re Orms Unlon minister Ashwinl
mindset of W:IW lndhm.ur!m||:|n|ru|:m};u||"llmt. :n.urm a8 it Valshnaw has made the
Indleates that ev dirl ehild in this count
treating women as iy intersalised the hotror of that crime ind ernment would transform SMNBUCAmaNs oI N
SOCOo ry citizens has kept it in the back of her brain w haunt her from belng a “make or SmMart cities. In the past it

whonever it gets a chance, The President bolng
n woman could relate very well to the angst being suffered by her young
vis

T girl's question speaks to the failure of the Indlan state to safeguard
one half of its population from the parancis of being assaulted. In fact, the
number of rapes reported in 212 when Nirbhaya was attacked was around
95,06H); but today that has increased by about 3 per cont, deaplte amend.-
ments to the law and providing for harsher punishment.

“This brings one to the core of the President’s address: While the recent
horvendows erimes provided an immediste background for hee to speak
out, the real message was to foree Indlan society to shed its mindset of
trenting women as secondary eltizens, To r who ghare sueh views
then go further and see the female as an object” she would say "we owe it
o owr daughters o remove the hurdles frem the e path of winning (he free-
dom from fear,”

In & way reminiscent of Martin Luther King Jr warning the Amaerican
people against returning to “business as usual” after deny ing civil rights
to the black people, the President reminded the nation that "as soclal

Ments petered out, these incldents got burded tnto a deep and Insccessi-

e recess of social memory, o be recalled only when another heinous
crime takes place”. This is not done, and the fear of the girl child of being
nasaulied one day must be ersdicated, the republic's first citlzen told her
fellow citizens i the simplest words that they could understand. It's a
wakeup call all must hoar,

Don’t mess with social media

it can governments do about seclal media platforms? Facing the real

ity that the loosely regulated platforms of the World Wide Wel that

have I:umimdnd millioms of followers are here to stay, there is liitle

sates can oo o curb thelr nﬁunr:t II::u’gI: governments have boen known
to et against thase who use the platiorms (o mefarious purposes,

Amid a developing scenario in which bath froe- "T“ ch sidvocates and autho
itarian governments ave protesting the tweatment being metsd out to the ¢ 'I-'::
af Telegram who s faclng the rigour of the law in France, the Uttar Pradesh
government his taken an unususl stand o wee the sockal medis for boosting
Its popularity by paying social media influencers princely sums per month to
promobe lis schemes, ies ideas and 1is functloning.

At the same time, U has threatened to i legnl action against antiaat lm-
al posts, Of course, they are not saying they will jail all critics, which |s some
thing that all state gm-mlru-nm. rvespective of the alllance lluxhnlnm. w0
NDA ar INDLA ndu has even used Ilmtnxnruw o I-'J-lul o
pesley eritbe while West Bengal and Kar freel hakr
palitheal bosses.

There s a I:u.p-umhwuhunm to hnw :hu ulalqulmuu aockl media nl:hm mud
o e s viewed, LT mbition to pl Int the apin
Ing for favourable posts, Other .mm niments routinely advocate thn
pooct h:wn t of soclal medin excopt when thelr leaders are targeted, which u
when they drop all pretence of upholding democracy’s right to free speech and
act againat crities, even il them,

O course, It ls curious that states should pay individuals for singlng thelr
pradaes even I no one has ever objected to their regulacly advertising weltire
schemnes bn the madia, both prlnl ane anrumL Whare the most anxlety s

bin t those who may post
anllnnmmllﬂun whulsm] e what i anti- MI il or secitous?
it b govermmants have to do with soclal medin the bettor, save in finding
\m-.u to control the ilegalitles that take plece through them, Tinkering with
s double-edged swords (s akin to inviting trouble, For imstanee, Tel T
is banned in many countries like Iran but ds still freely used o
Governmonts can hardly eontrol soclal media and communication apps,
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hie recent, hastily
erminated ot
temnpt o dsduct 45
Apeckolists s
aenior and mid-
level clvil servants on con-
traet el e enrdler agrieul-
tural reform  legiglatlon,
hurriedly enscted without
much debate in 220 and
then withdrawn a year la-
ter, bathe podnt to thee gen-
arle, weak spots in the goy-
arnment’s refarm strtegy,
First, scoring a quick win
for the wofarm report card
owerrode the need o ensure
soclnl equity. Secand, lusty
formmulation, withiout deep
Imy I from key mk«lwl.d

mnf' ively, the
Ulum i Service

Commigsion (LPSC), man-
datedd by Article 20 of the
Canstitution 1o mansage
Unian government recrult-
ment, and furmers in the
case of agricalture
pummed up dmplementa-
than. Third,  shrinking
oppoﬂunlunn for  the
JUTEALCTRCY, HEFORS Tin-
latries, to Influence decl-
slon-making, dnud up
ground-up feedback,

Bath proposals el e
its, Enhancing skills within
bureaucracy rather thin hi-
ring expenslve, shart-lerm
consultants, 1o do the bar-
enuceacy's core tisks and
unlenshing mirket forces in

agriculture fo enhance woe
fully low productivity, are
worthy alijectives.

Iramically, the case for lut-
eral entry In civil servioes
wis decided way back in
15z when the AllIndia

Services were formallsed,
The Indinn Adminkstrative
5 y Indian Palie Ser-
wice and the Indian Forest
Servior and the Unlon gov-
vt “Grop A" Central
services lice Tax, Radlways
and the Dudlan Fareim
Service all induct bright
youngsters, tradn them to be
lesdees and {nject them into
the wider base of chvil ser-
vanis in ench stnte govern-
ment md Unlem minksarbes,
at o high level, genemlly
lhn 1-n|l‘L years ihead of
or jundor eadves, \\ho
resent the UPSC indue
a8 “lnteral” entrants,
Taday, “lateral entry”
reders 10 recruitment oai-
slde the existing govern-

ment cadres, .\ mnxhnuhlmn
devised far

clallsad hmulnuu wh Lh
can't be flled by deputation
Troam any existing codre bt
derided F PrC-TRREIVILION
activiats for sldetrackls

the constitutional provi-
sioma for Job reservations,
Consider the case of the 500
offloers  strong  Indian
Econamic Service (IES), a
specinlised Unlon govern-
ment cadee slnos 1967, But
e tapaeost psitien of the
chlef peonomile sdviser has

could be the norm.

moee harm than good, be-
cans b vilifles what could
In fact be the way pavern:
ment  appointments e
ome b fusure, The existing
cadre system of human
TEROUFCER management 15
vife with nonmerlivcratic
alitlsm.

Mnﬂﬁ\m Ior caidres (Group
{ and H services) have I:m
e

newer heen occupled by any-
one from it Instead, it
abways Mlled Loerally. 1t
bilped that the coadentials
of those selected  were
Impeccable. Dy Manmalan
Singh beang one such, who
went on fo becomw Prime
Minster af Indls — a feat o
ather covil servant has ever
equalled. This mechanism
st also used to induct tech-
noerats, Hke RV, Sahd, ax-
CEO of BSES, as secrefary,
power, bn 2002, during the
Atal Beharl Vajpayoe gov-
ernament., His privie sector
apirtise was expocted fo b
the key 1o unlm g power
sector pefom
Till now, uﬂmlnl-rﬂll\n
smrts  dictated  Lmiting
Ylateral entry” to a few
unlgue positions filled one
at a tiene. This lulled the ie
of pro-veservation etivists
at undermining aof the con-
stitutional provisions
{Article 16) for equal appor-
tunliy by umplwn‘ml tlub
reservations
SC/ST/OBC), The main du
ference between previous
suoceaslul Lateral appoint
mients and the reeent abart
ol attemipt 18 in uskng it for
bulk lateral hiring, This
miponll the Nurendra Modi
i this podeen-

mwuﬂ& Conversely, in Ihl
Group A cadres, “zomibie”
positions (nol justified by
workload) exiat, created to
safeguard “tme-bound “peo-
mnmn-lurmummchu
that for the
ull Iudlu mr\lmn and the
Central seryice, job pess-
withans end at induction,
ey though Arthcle 16 (144)
of the Cangtiution does not
bar reservitions i promo-
tlons, Ome of the conse-
quences of social and eoo-
raatriie backwirdness b thit
candidates join the gavern-
ment at o higher age after
repeated attempts ot crack:
the UPSC exam, Such
ers also retive eardler,
muﬂlwl.l[;- thinning diversd-
QRC representa-
tlomp nt the top. It 18 clear
that the need far special
humllunw arides primard:
ly from the inadequacies of
o generalised cadre like the
LAS anel the Provinelal Clvil
Services which respectively
dominate 1lhl L r n - and
stte civil sery
Hadical nmi Iil.md HRit
veform wauld modily the
axlating cradle o grave
employment palicy, nstead,
continuous, open ma
with i

thal threat of n lnkllkhnllllul
pro- and antijob reserva-
thom agltation, on the scale
unleashed by Prime Min-
Ister V.. Singh's June 1560
decislon o extend resTvi:
Iknml to Other Back

ton quotas for
IIkulmmudbml : 3
ni cAreer progression
Im by compeding foe

I:l level positions
ratl i than today’s nan-

break" by u:nl:l.u.. of carver
chalee to i lifilong opperiu-
nity depending on meeting
the akil requirements for
wach posdthan,

This would alsa end the
1mwmw tition services
ndustry built around the
UPSC examination, trap-
g many youngsters into
desperntely trying for a gov-
ernment job before they hit
the age limit,

The “Agniveer” scheme
Teas started] mass contractu-
aligatlan of government om-
playment it the jawan level
n the armed foroes. The tar-
get 18 015 million appodat-
ments of jawnns by 020,
About 43,000 candidates are
u-mu‘-l annuudly (mostly in

e Areny) for four years of
u-hla One-fourth will be
permanently absarbed into
he defence forees, The rest
will exlt with a package of
€12 milllon each, skill
divelopement diplomas and
reemplovment in the
Centeal parnmllitary foroes
ar in the private sectar, For
the government, this mech-
anism loseps the fleld force
Yuumf whilst remaining

The |u|!||c||| objections to
chunges In the appoint-
ments palicy arise from the
appeehension that the rul-
Ing party is bullding a cadre
all gversimnt MV per-
scnally loyal o ot To the
extent that discretion pee-
vr\lu in recrulbtment, this

L "{ il rlak, not
rL'!llI et caly to the Jim-
sent  government, The
answer 15 doep institutional-
lantion of the recrultment
process to end discretionary
Appeintments,

Close oversight by
Parliamant over appoini-
:nunlxmlﬁlnu o U o
miance audits reparts of the
Compteoller and Auditor
General (Indin's supreme
audit body) 18 one safe-
guard. Elevating the UPSC
from belng just an advisary
body to assuming divect
respensibility for govern-
ment appontiments could be
another,

“The top civil servios (LAS)
Is oaly harming by
TERIEHING W R m-
efficlent human resources
management, nwm‘uui

with social

nulk lnteral entry 18 an
efficlent way o quickly
replace burgeoning. expen-
slve, short-term, privaie
consultants with in-hiose
expertise, Not applying the
reseryation peinciple o
such appointments  does

promathon palickes. A oot
and beaneh averhil eould

redeflne staff functhans wnd
allocation in line with
future skills requirements
and the oppartunites for
digitisation of governiment
procedures, The oppartuni-
thes for warking in the gov-

Jutice, [t can edther koad the
clunge, end el and
enhance  effickncy, or
deeline into chacurity,

The mlf-u laa ﬂ-lrlrmr
TAS afflcer, and &
xf—'mrwr«mmmlwnk
regulation expert

was the PM who did the
honours, So is there
something cooking?
Nobody can object to the
principle of smart indus-
trial cities. But this gov-
ernment is great at mak-
ing attention grabbing
headlines, yet when it
comes to actual imple-
mentation on the ground,
It is quite another story.
MNearly 10 years have
passed since smart city
projects were announced,
but no one knows their
current status.

Anthony Henriques

Mumbai

GIRLS DO BETTER

THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION'S
rovlew of the 10th and 12th Rord
eaminations feeuses on the golden
stories of accomplishment author
by givks in sclseols, This Is the second
straight year that the ministey of edu-
cation has prosested a Feport assoss.
Inlx the Mu.l:u of the country's 5

ool boards. 1|a ::h«ullla-rnum
more boys in schools than
-Irk in pover umml ilL‘hnﬂlu WEFOAR

r eountry i n stark example of the
|~njwlhs|.- that girls must endure in
soclety and within thelr fnmilies.
And, too, selence remalns the most
popular stream, However, when it
oones 10 passing percentages, girls
autperform boys i both the arts and
sclenee,

crapall Roy
damshedpur

KUDOS, PM & EAM

‘THE PRIME MINISTER'S :m ulw
mene in negotiating pea

Ulkraine war bs a matter pumnrur
us as Indians, Even the United
States 1s expecting him to inter-
wene in this vexed matter, Much of
the background work for it has
indeed been dose b I:n- external
umtlru |nl|:|xlrr he leader-
ship of 8 Ju xhunknl who has
behind him 36 years of experlence
in diplomatie affairs which include
his atint in both the US and Russla,
He has stood behind the PM in
Important tasks such as these,
Kudos to Mr Narendra Modl for
hu\llnﬁ chosen the right man for
the job (in preference to seasoned
politiclans) whe has chosen 1o
serve the government over o plum
private sector job with handsome

compensation and perks.
apnmm' J
Chennal

inspired but abortive effort a century  oceasionally Jethal obsession with the nitty-gritty  the celebeations marking the third snbversary of  that were still engaged latan to some
|hlnqu|d Tl ferinist queca to uhmummmmmummmm i gl o mn keen “o Intereat thotggh, an aid warker an
modernity offersa  the ldnd of lengths that the Taliban aspive to. continue the jihad” as saying, “| want to go 1o usly uted an article to The Guae
stark contrast with the proclivities of that - That, too, doesn't amﬁu their notice, §i Padestine”, but he s contradicted by an even s month, kg that ald must keep
china-  man Zabihullah Mujahid lately advised Fellow ﬁmamb who proclaims: ‘No, istan's  Ing so that she and ber colleagues can leeep alding
toma are crudely reflocted In last woek's codifiea-  components of the ummal to “take insplemtion”
Mahir Ali an ostenadbly ful L effectively  from the Taliban's “Sharia-hased systems”, Pee-
vianir All tocalcod. Amic Amanallh - whose  haps the only Mk vl b ik of doing so 4 Amanullah’
ascent bo the Kabul throne in 160 was followed by Pakistan. After all, the Taliban in thelr i g:l‘aned
in the third Anglo-Afghan war — incarnation weve spawned some 30 years go by a ke of extremists in lmhuﬂuirmh sh in Khost in y rural roals-
» . {the Rawalpind| paace traaty in August that year  grotesque minage-itrols emenging from Saudi-  Shoek and harvor, rather than surpeise, have  tanee that led to his b, il fve yours
AS Tallban d]als vemoved Beritish influence over the conduct of  funded and US-approved modressahs along Paki- — been common reactions o nistan's newly  later, Subsequent attempts at ranscending the
Afghanistan's forelgn affairs, and established the  stan's nosth-western periphery memmﬂm mm mornlity laws, which give vast leeway i status qua, the Saur ‘revolution’ in 1678 to
Durand Line) — and Queen Soeayn embarkedona — and their nitial af an Afghanistan terma of implementation to the “minlstry for the  the misgubded Soviet mﬁrllonl.
L rm ot focused, amaong ather  ther torn apert followlng the Soviet withdrawal by mlon of viriue ard prevention af vice",  falled to shift the dial — with Pakistan playing &
u antl‘WOI NYC T  ihings, on education (ihe literacy rate was about — the internecine tussles for power among the mu. — Who, have dared togo as fur ag the  retrogeade role, In alliance with the US i the
two per cent at the tlme), nod least for girls, land  ahideen — who bad chbeflly boen backed by the  supeeos bo the Taliban, Hilaeullah Akl 19008 and, later, nlhaumgﬂlmumupln
vedturm, 1ifting the vell, and shaying off same thres natlons — was |I.dad andd abetted by undeda, in proclaiming earlier this year, “You  tons to “strategle dep
t ﬁ The Tliban Tnst week foemalised the doniad of — what are nowadays euphemistically reforred tois — may call it n violation of women's whn we MMWMW b disguised. Afghan
eITOI‘, ngeI’S edueation o Elﬂl. mnmmngmﬂu invisibiliy of il agenches” and guided to some extent by the ar flog them for committing adul  women baar the bru v revival,
men — who cin nelther be seen nor Tnati v 151 chief Hamid Gul, < [BUL) o vepresent " trmgieally, but men tha Talkban are
] . (ht:‘mr voloes lnlgmmu trigger {rresiatible  Small wonder, then, that many Afghan exiles no mantion, of course, of the male offend- — not elther. Pukistin, meanwhile, has been
pOInung at T T .:u hﬁwlh‘hlml‘l]! wg:ul blame Poﬁ;;nﬁuh:m SRS and h:m\d e uke,:dlu. the lnuuwlmumm Iﬁin;l reap Hﬂn whirlwind for many years, yet there
attracting penalties — and gpec i oo . But #ven supporters of the , llnlnrmk Joudly in public & could be worse to coem,
beards that men are obliged to sprout. With the gr:unl dispensation are kdisposed towards 10 WOImen, ity
partial exception of lean, glven its absurd and br pedghbour, A New York Times report about  rules has inevitably riled the varkous agencies — By arrangement with Dawn
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Overto AMCs

AMPET's norms place onus on funds to detect fraud
I narare instance of asking the mutual fund

What do past bull
markets indicate about

-
> curre -"ﬂlw
industryto self-regulate, the Securities tl (" % lll l 1] l a y @
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) had asked ot
Association of Mutual Funds of India (AMF1) to There h o far
formulate an institutional mechanism for fund 2 es rally
houses to police their employees for market abuse, .
AMFT has now come up with a three-tier mechanism
through which Asset Management Companics

in 199

months. But this ks only the third longest.

(AMCs) can detect and prevent fraudulent practices POINT Another super normal bull market in the making? Theuptrend between August 301 3and
such as front-running, insider trading and leakage of BLANK. Bull markets in India since 1979 January 2020lastod 77 months. So, it may
price sensitive information. Semen at Ending Sensex sl Gainin Duration notbe
date start date ond Sensex (%) (in mants) ayearor more W“hrll amajor pull-back,
Under this, AMCs will be required to Jul 1980 1 Mar 1982 % 9.7 0 Interms of magnitude, though the
monitor the impact of trades on pricesand Sensexreturns have surpassed 200 per
) P pricesd he raging bull market in Dec 1584 %0 Jon 1586 658 1535 » cont, i ns are lower than the gainsin
trading volumes of stocksand track these Indianstockmarketoverthe M 1988 B N 1988 mom 8 e Harsiad Mchraltyand e 00340
metricsin the ru last four years, has been Mar 1990 60 Octism 15w 1 2008 rally,
will need to regularly scan recorded baffling market analysts, Mar 1981 o Ao 1992 P S - The vam,.mwm‘}.
communication and CCTV footage. Trading i | Thoraly basremained Ape 1993 150 Seplv 164} 145 2 ﬂ“““""“’d‘*"“ Er’”"l"“'i‘”“
disclosures from key employees, their Indomitabledespive multiple setbacks - . - ;ﬁ':ﬁ'“mm meTial moorings,
o -d e relati ; nd.p ’ "” «dbrok ncluding the Russia-Ukrakne war, rging Nov 1998 T4 Feeb 2000 6,151 1243 15 Iy from the Covid-lows is more
immediate relatives and cmpancllod Drokers inflation, global central banks goingona May 2003 2904 Jam 2008 1,207 36 % comparable to the rally between 200308
will also be reviewed for suspicious patterns, monetary tightening spree, conflict in o 8 " e aTH - 2 because it is backed by sound
Any red-flagged transactions from these e Midlle East and sbowdown in the y . fundamentals.
Chinese economy, Even as other stock Aug 2013 17448 Jan 00 a2 121 mn Listed companies have benefited from
exercises are 1o be shared with the regulator, marketsslippedandslidduetothese e e i e = Wy 1 A
This mechanism will operate in addition to factors, Indian stock market hasbeen - huring the pandemicto +their
SEBI's existing regulations on market abuse. thundering higher. VO o PRt VAnD Ut PR W T Merma) market share. They could pare their debt

SEBI has had elaborate regulations in place
to prevent front-running, insider trading
and other forms of fraud by mutual fund
employees for a few years now, These rules
restrict access to dealing rooms, require
CCTV monitoring of investment activity
and ban all communication devices in the
dealing room, while requiring mandatory
recordings of phone conversations by fund
managers and dealers during trading hours.
Key personnel of mutual funds are required
to declare all personal trades to the
compliance officer. But despite all this, cases
of front-running and insider trading in
mutual funds have kept cropping up,
including one just last vear where a dealer in
Axis Mutual Fund was found to have used a
large network of broking contacts to
front-run the fund's trades for an extended
period. In fact, most cases of front-running
taken up by SEBI so far, have been brought to
on by external whistleblowers,

The new AMFI-directed institutional
mechanism puts the onus on AMCs as the
first line of defence in preventing, detecting
and reporting fraud. Now, top managers
cannot simply pin the blame on rogue
employees and carry on with
business-as-usual, When alerted to
instances of fraud, SEBI tries to compile
corroborative evidence in the form of
suspicious trading patterns, But this
provides only circumstantial evidence,
making it tough for SEBI to make its charges
stick. Relying on whistleblower alerts can
also make the money trail go cold, With the
new mechanism in pl ace, individual AMCs
can devote more time and resourcesto
detailed evaluation of their own trade data
and CCTV footage than SEBI which is tasked
with overseeing 44 AMCs.

But to really prevent market abuse, SEBI
will also need to take more effective

enforcement actions against the guilty.

Soft-ball measures such as banning them
from the market for a few years, levying a
nominal fine or entering into settlement

with

em without proving guilt, do not offer

sufficient deterrence,

FROM THE VIEW

ROOM.

Statesmanship or posturing?

— The most commaon theory being
W Saslor Moated was that this bonhomie
was done o wrong foot their
he bonhomie seenbetween  common political foe - the
I bitter rivals DMK and BIP AIADME, which was quick to sy
Ak arecent event in that there was a secret pact being
Chennal has set the political sewed between the DME and RIP,
nongues wagging in the Save, But this perception does throw up
Defence Minister Rajrnath e quest ions,
Singh, releasing the T100 both these parties

commemaorative coin to mark MK
Karunanidhi's 100th birth
anniversary, called Kanunanidhi a
“a titan of Indian politics, a
cultural stalwar and a relenthess
advocate of social justice,”

TN Chief Minister MK Stalin
thanked Rajnath Singhand even
Prime Minkster Narendra Modi for
his message. In fact, he was

would like to see a diminished
AIADME, for the DMK the RIF in
the medium- to long-termwill
prove amore formidable political
oppenent given that the BIP rules
at the Centreand is also the
biggest national party with
seemingly inexhaustible
resources. Another theory being
foated is for the BIP, keeping

“This resilience is reflected inthe

performance of Indian stocks, The MSCT long -drawn corrections. alsocalled the Harshad Mehia period. ]Lﬂllnthhulmldunmdup.\ndrmu
India lm!cxmddluwdmlpm\m: ‘Wehad 11 bull markets since 1979 Frwas acrasey market inwhich stocks Availabilityof casy credit since the

ret ors since March 2030 (sectable). Incightofthescphases,the  spiralled higher with with pandemic hashelped bring down fi
while the MSC1 ket index 90 d ls. S -eamning d banks have b king hayas
has been la y stagnant, gainimgjust 46 and 160 percent l'tmmdud..(mbuu maltiple hit th 55 A for per ! 1 d.
percent in ia[u'rind.mg&nﬂ::“%am1 rummimnrdmlhc. h I.n:vwlrE‘lllt h § “}'Ianhl"'iz mle1wmmWI:-h'H1l$w
which has rewarded investors MOVES WeTe l\m:]m'lrmlmu[m'dh)' comparcd o PEmultiple nfw:tamr above the water thanks to the digitisation

generously, the US market, has delivered
amuchlower 167 per cent,

corrections, implying profit
lack of conviction in the uptrend.

ago T

driveacross the p;hlhr (All'lﬂ‘ll'uﬂ on,

steel,o d fromthe

“Theabsence of deepcorrections has the bull run from the ghobal :nlurruﬂnnlurmm;ml.n:ﬁ‘mls[lm BOVERTIMENt capex spends,
b«mhchallm;uhils;hupmm.'m financial m-lslwwﬂmmumg,h \-\'Illklhhphwlasadmlyl\nmn:lm (kumnn[(hn! rom the upper middle
decpest jonwi d s yield therewasan the S¢ Eined 380 per cent inthis classh Iped durablk d
March 2020was between October 2021 extended sidewans mive between 201 1 period. non-durable manufscturers.
and June 2022 when the Fod began and 2003 due to the trade war, Chinese The other super-normal bull market Itisdue tothe improving financial
monetary tightening, Butthatcorrection. slowdown and turbulence in waswitnessed| -mmmxmdm mrkvllmlh*lu'nmr!u ulnnuﬂwk
bedwadecline ofjust 18percentandthe  commedities market. Thiswas phase, backed b
Dok was retraced in no time, thanks 1o d 15, though there were PE multipl w.&'inuulhm[n:[mmll\c
burying from domestic and foreign THE SUPER NORMAL prkm:vl'qwuhl' e excesses, [twasa 10-year wvmp,-and(hcpncvmm
nvestors, Most other mearkets are still But there have beenafew uptrends by 1 value of 1.8 1s not too extravagant either,
erading below their 2022 peaks. Other which have surprised everyone by golng |mlsmlmmlopmlngm’|6e
pull-backs since 2022 have barely onand on and yielding super-normal economy tofor estmentsguining  THE FEARFACTOR
corrected 10 per cent from the returns, The first such raging bull LT increase in Another factor that |uurpnniwnllhc

Iln-wlungmulunbullmrtnlm’ market, whhhwllrul S oe'lhc :nl’rnalnu.w vlnrmnuamllas current uptrend s theall-pervasiveairof
W‘lmdmﬂlu.nnrh:n il Curment g e made the caution ng the rally, Such

the market witnessed, wis between 1991 and 1992, swnl:‘)w‘mkawr}lmllh\'xnmhmlc k'm-lfrm muh‘uwnkwh:nllw
indicate? We can look for some answers 4 Inclping Indian cor s grow their
from the historical dataofthe Sensex. The current bull-run from  profitabilitye mm»minmm'nﬂmmmzbull-
= Covi s in 202 Market valuation however become But most market itsare advisi

MODERATE BULL MARKETS ::ht- (.'m id l:'.“f‘ '"_"""!I_ pnmumrd.sm withthe PE ummmdprrdlr:::(.hmlﬂmm
Weanalysed the long-term upand down as so far extended over ‘33. iglermaverage Wi ading heavily
wrendsinthe Sensex based on the data 33 months, But this is :mdpna. value ot 547, The inthe futures and options segment, their
mvailable since 1979 (data prior tothat Iv the third longes Sensexgainedawhopping622percentin  activity s restricted w handful of
dateisnot available), Uptrendsthargave ~ ONIY the third longest, this phase, which lasted 56 months. contracts and small- and mid-cap stocks,
returnsof over 90 per cont have been The uptrend berween Theongoing rally is alreadya

idered as bull markets. These Al 2013 and Jan THE CURRENT BULL RUN super-normal bull market. It remains to
beenterminated by deep corrections of ugust S5 and January Thecurrent baull-run From the Covid b seen if it can reach close tothe returns
over 30 percent or shallow but 2020 lasted 77 months. lowsin 2020 has so farextended over 53 made inthe 2003-08 phase,

Transmission costs shouldn’t trip up RE goals

In order to meet renewable energy goals, the existing waiver on Inter State Transmission Systems charges should continue

—
Subrahmanyam Pulipaka

World'slargest synchronized high
voltage transmission network,
wlulclr.unnlluhmha: llwccnl reaf our

I ndia today is home vothe one ofthe

This ISTSwaiver isset toexpireon
June 30, 2025, RE projects will incur 25
percentoftheapplicable ISTS changes if
theyare commissioned between )
2025 and June 30, 2026 whichwill
increase by 25 percent annually and
reach 100 percent of charges onall RE

d

countrysene
OCE, I :Imlnsa tullq\:t\wﬂnbulmn

pr'f?wllhll.nl RE industry, however,

July 1, 2028,

Inother words, the next sixyearswill
witness more RE capacity addition than
the conventional power generation
installed withinthe first 60 years of our
mﬁ-pammw\[un fromaccelerating
thepacsof Al el e
witnessasteepgrowth inrenewable

cts delivering firm,
du-m¢mmnwdh'§1n-m (FDRE)
capacities.

Mm’dﬂamun :lhl-mn mment,

ING. The g

J AT

11§crmmm nﬂhel\'r\ waiver

to India*sene b emment toextend this

ﬁnwhlndrﬁ Inter State waiver till 3028, The Centre announced
'I‘ransmnﬂoﬂ \d\mrkn:lh]\] onecan extending the w:m'cr!’ reen hydrogen

lar cTeTRy il 2030, offsk until 2032and

(RE; ]m\miwr\'mm the demand relaxed the walver [nnll storage
across State boundarics. projectsthat have been until

Animportant enabler to India's rapid June 2025, Here'swhy it isa bogical ch
adoption of solar and wind acrossthe toextend the waiver beyond Jun: 2028
country hasbeenthe 100pereentwaiver  forsolarand wind projects,
of chargesfor projects connected to
India’ ﬁlmn:r‘i:at: ystem TRANSIT ENCE

k since 2006, which Between 2020-22 Covidinduced

helped indecreasing the affective taridld timeline delays fodlowed by legacy issues
mlﬂumﬂh‘m ongenerationand evacuation

Asaresult, today, India's solar infrastructure, svailabilivyof land, Right
installations stand at 87,2 GW and while of Wy (ROW), permit issues,anda

wind capacity is around 47 GW asof July
2024, increasing from 568 GWand 5.50
GW respectively bn March 2016. The

1STS wabver has alsob o

w\\jﬂ“mnmﬂl’ghil.\'ﬁw»cmm
commercial and industrial (C&T)
consumers across the country,

continued spell of supply chain
disruptions were just someof the many
challengesthat the industry had 1o
witness,

Aswescttle intomore certaintimes,
thenext five yearsare very crucial in
India's energy eransition journey.

lnnl'l'u!'H"M'\.lm::n S|
This can be seen asasign of things 1o

aligns withthe principhe of come,

g effickent | Star The government liunched a
|ran:mlsmnn(RF from resource-rich ground-breaking policy pushiohelp
Stares tohigh-demand load centres, inchustrial and commereial

By soclalising the cost of creating establishments in their journeyowands
lmrummoomn[lum.uun'm RE-rich decarbonization through Green Encrgy
heovera! is Open Access (GEOA),
n'ummlsmlmmpmmi Notified in 2022, GEOA allows any
wit| i 10 PROCUNE Broen encngyvia
pnu«usinhughdmmymnﬂmim openaccess. The limit has been reduced
areas, Thiswill also help States which do from 1 MW to 100kW therchy giving
mot have sufficient solarorwind Mn.-umbllshmm: in India ashotat
s thok d ;——

Renewable Energy Purchase Oblygations,

India’s SO0CGW RE target of 2030
warrants us toachieve astrike rate of
AGW per month to achieve this target in
the next 76 months,

Power.
I'ﬂ\miwrlu.lhlgauhh-rrurr.npld
RE deployment.

Thermriter 4 CEO, National Solar Energy Federation of
nda

® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your etters by emall to bleditorithehindu.co.in or by past to Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kastur! Bulldings, 855860, Anna Salal, Chennal 600002,

Well done

Apropos Defence Ministry
cautions frms using Chinese parts
for drones” (August 29), the
Department of Defence
Production (DEP) having deihed

offale ¥

effusive in his praise for BJP DMK happy is an “insurance™
leaders saying that their tributes itigh Kumar o

1o Karunanidhi were more babu Naidu with i
eloquent than that of some DMK support, But there b it

leaders' This sudden warmingup
ust a few months after the bitter,

sing and no holds- 'barrtd Lok
't.n'hha et

threat for the 1IIIM' Ibeing to the
Modi-led governmen
thei interests ofboth

isc many pollllmTDbscfwn.
|I s just a one-off act of
statesmanship from leaders of
both parties or is there more to it?

» pport the ruling NDA.
With the TN Assembly
elections looming, the coming
maonths will tell us how the
political alliances will shape up.

r'um.‘aﬂulr.‘l\ gL using
Chunese parts for drones, s
worTiome

What elie could explainthe fact
Ehat Mol has reportedly placed an
rder for 200 lagistic drones from
Daksha Unmanned Systems. Pt
Ltd, on hold?

Moregver, MoD's apprehensions on
thit count can't just be shrugged off
Since China must be fully sware of

the ‘end ue' of pled pants,

social movement, is gaining
poltical colour, which s not
correct, The BUP

respormibilty of brth control
{Augut 29), the emergence of
male cont methods is

i wek e party's

166 10 L CONUAN Lab3 A
ihese drones deployed st our key
defence poraion.

SK Supta

[

TEBCUON 1O VICRETE APAINSE WOTsEn
o Manipur and other parks eave
mech 1o be desiced

Seeking pobtical advantage over
susch horribc orimes speaks
volumes about our poltical clss

The reaction of the President
calling "Encugh it enough’ over the
honihe rape and murder of ayoung
docton in Wet Bengal i welcome.
Bt the isue, instead of gaining a

R

Male
With reference to the article
“Gettmg men to shoulder the

certanly s posithe development.
Given Ehe typical indan make
attitudes, it may take long tene for
them to adopt the pdl or gel
However, the "shoulder gel”, may
hnd quicker acceptance among
e, given its positive mpact on
[

Wosaraju Chandramouli

Stytes s

pepper
Refer ‘Black pepper prices kose

Prubiruhed by Memals Lakihmas gad Prioted by Prirveen Somruacs o1 HT W LI Phot o &, Widyog VAar, Great Wt (Mot Gastam Budh Maghs, U281 M. o8 boha® ol

3
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@

L

ATE. U#er

b o

At

-

sting on higher imports’ (August 29)
H o loaks at the quantity of Sn
Lanikan pepper out of total Imparts
during July, which & B0 per eent, the
senie of alarm increases

Merely intisting on Certihcate of
Cwigin for Lankan exporters may not
help unless its veracity is duly
dcertaned

Unless steps are talen on war
footing by Indian customs and MolC,
domestic pepper farmers may have
10 bite the dust despite thes hard
tod

Rajly Magal

Flaietate Viage [Bnatin )

N T



il

el

businessline.,
FRIDAY - AUGUST 30 - 2024

Cut GST on cancer drugs

Will lower treatment costs, promote innovation

think - bl - s
Bank privatisation - best avoided

— ROBUST PATH. The stability and certainty of banking, anchored in state ownership, will contribute more to economic growth
With assets of over $200 billion, this
‘e bartle against cancer is 10 largest US bank fai bank catered to wealthy clients, which
T ==t i sttt oy
’&“’”ﬁ“""’ e e, R =t ees e were s htorcaly
valiantly survive the disease, Institetion Rilredaty  mwts interest rates were at historically low
nspiinghope i aher, several - (5billon) (5 blion) levels.
succumb to the dangerous illness, e bogey of bank " NV 25092008 4244 2602 “Tmtlv:nlmnms!md to
which affects millions worldwide. privatisation has been - [ d inter-
Globally, in 2020, there were 19.3 raised again, this time by Silicon valley Bank SantaClara, OV 19032023 2090 1754 went upto§ per cent from a lowof
million cancer cases, with India COSTS. Need to be reduced Arvind i Continental Niincés National Bank nearly 0 per cent in March 2022, the
bearing the third highest disease Chairman of the 16th & st Glagall G L WS Dank e diaton heoe it oot of
burden. In 2022, th Y di d di Finance Commission. Speaking recently Signatisre Bank New York, NY  12-03-2023 1104 B85 doing business went upand up. The
reported over 1.4 million cases Hence, rtdumonol’c‘.?»'l'm at a FICCI forum, e said: “F - e bank’s business model tu sour.
and the Global Cancer long way towards alleviati mg! of banks is an important part of reform Assochation \oan Stockioe, CA  07-09-1%88 T2 4 Heartland Tri-State Bank, Kinsas:
Observatory predicted that this financial burden. Furt! that is required so that we get out of the ‘This was a classic case of fraud. The CEO
number increase by 57.5 Imwndcmsmmahm m‘ko(\ms. (busincafing, August 8 IndyMac Bank Pasadena,CA 1107208 422 %0 of this modest regional bank with $139
pncmtlr_wm. drugs more acoessible to Ishorturl.af/CyrQk) While the First Republic Bank-Dallas. Dallas, TX 9071988 419 188 million in assets was charged with
i burden lath rel tothe ce of NPAs bezzli d k horised
ily d Is on three ilitating ti Iy (mon- pﬂfumimma not Coluelal Busk Montgomery, AL 14002009 167 . m}xuln\ﬂtnxu nts that tanked. Failure
anﬂvu‘mm& In India, it is common for cancer incorrect, this is onlya part of the story. Gibraltar Savings Simi Valley. CA_ 31-03-1989 319 181 of internal control caused the
diagnosis, and timely treatment.  patients to be diagnosed at ‘What Panagariya fails to mention is the Bank of New England Boston, MA 065011991 294 206 Citizens Bank of Sac City, lowa: This
However, screeningand diagnosis  advanced stages. A report from cycle of private bank failures that isa prerrr— tance tramactions. ~Basky” = a0ed e s e small regional bank with assets of $66
LS Are not uprtv.lknl lht\momICalm H.q;mrv common occurrence workdwide. SOOI Liking itz million collapsed when the loans it had
in Indiaas 4 restof Panagariva has been in the US from oot made to the commercial trucking
the worldand, s a result, patients ma,onlvofpat-mt;mth'brﬂst. thﬂmd Imtll.lmw 'l'hanod is industry turned bad. This was the result
are often diagnosed at advanced cervix uteri, head and neck, and 1 On October 22, 1906, the bank shut ownership that Panagariva recommends  of “significant risk banks take by
stages. stomach cancers were diagnosed utbcdamlrnmfom: llw.mnmgo[thr shop. The: itors lost everything. for India. becoming everly concentrated and
Anobstacle most patients face at advanced stages. Similarly, in interests of labour, the primacy of The failure was due to three factors: a) Hereare the banks that failed in 2023 reliant on a single industry.”
isthe exorbitant cost of maore than 40 per cent of cases, ﬂurchnldm interest [Ml]mnl-‘m\imm application of depositors’ funds into alone:
treatment, which can leave lung cancers were diagnosed after craﬂ anunp ial activities that incurred Silicon Valley Bank, Santa Clara, ADVANTAGE INDIA
families impoverished. Pera they had spread to other areas. d market ds b afew losses (NPAs in today’s linguage); b) California: With more than $209billion  The story is the same, in 1906 or 2023,
pulummtw\'rrwt nearky six Since the complexity and costs of Mmlnmrgond’ulﬂltngurﬁrr mlmpmmiuonol‘fund.s(fmld,.md imassets, it was the second-biggestbank W cannot predict when or why or which
crore below the increase with adv d the guise of of the fail since the Federal u private bank will fail; but there is failure
poverty line every year due to stages of cancer, reducing the raised in this mili this 'qm ) Smmr Insurance ration (FDIC) started that blows out periodically.
cancer-related healtheare costs. (-STnn mah:m:mtn: mare ideological path wherever they go. The mraﬂofa.rburkndmdaw by h.-ewng in 1934, The bank’s With an experienced and diligent
This impact i further i i and von bank privatisation has Before one bondslost  regulator, the Indian banking industry is
exacerbated by the Goods and tltpatlcmnogr_tfof 1o be seen against this background. thinks that this is an odd example from \-nhxa!(hﬂrd:nlltmmnpldb{ far more robust than i other parts of
Services Tax (GST) bevied on timely consultations and hmw.wshu“wthsnmm hlksdmummﬁ. the world,
cancer drugs. consistent use of necessary PAY AT k 2 COMLEXT. At the funding fo We b in India
medications, improving Inlluwwldofbanhng.thckssonaof SEart- upsbcwmsar(ﬂ.mS\"B mdmmnmll\rscr\m‘lbv
AFFORDABILITY ISSUE Treatment outoomes. ‘history are often missed. In 1906, the BANK FAILURES IN US IN 2023 g their inks, with Iy
In2021, lhe-l.!th GST Council Encouraging innovation: mhﬂhlcityoﬂlndrumduhnb_v Last\ﬂrmnougmdmfuLS money. ﬁtmoﬂheproblmm wwmlshwrofdcmlsnwhlmd
i ¢ rlvt'ﬁ'rnn ducing GST drugs banking, t pnn[rllminilmv:lue a  Thedepositors in India rest easy
[ b, d fi can mak i rati andCanalw Al mot identified However it was not Tence without worrying if their banks will fail. 1
:helm:men:ofmluplemnm maore ibleb ing larger k in its name, the company since hundreds of banks have Fanlalm ture Bank, New York: With would argue that state-owned banks
from 12 per cent to 5 per cent. of patients, which in turn can fulfilled all the functions of a bank. It that country over the decades (see Slllflbdlmnlnm it was the should reclaim the market share in both
S:mlarl\r murmm decisions encouraging for took deposits and invested in Table). ;\Il:h-ehnl:slhat&lcdm ilure in the US. lendi d deposits that they have lost,
h ing of phs ical comp o commercial activities. private banks, the very type of Sl;mtunwmco{thr few mﬂu\gtk(mﬂdﬂlmvmﬂ
theCouncll(mB) WS 1o invest more in researchand ﬂKIW-\m-oldmaHlmmm with mainstream banks to seck out deposits through competitive supeniority.

exempt | 1GST Icvlednn d

We have a system in India

Stability and certainty of the banking

¥ & feryp yassets. Cryp
when imported h ugs that can I].lm:mi Iz,oh]pmpﬁ The pﬂ;‘kjmina_nt[\' served by lost value rapidly after the collapse of environment, anchored in state
ke, ™ Thits drug s used in tﬁaﬂvdvlm!htdumc reputation of the person who headed the y t L 1 ba iL the FTX crypto exchange. a\vﬂmhp will contribute mare 1o
the treatment of high-risk Mmuﬂhyohdpmm firm, Sir George Arbuthnot, was ﬂ“cmmc? '0“_ . nks. Acriminal i d i wih, than an ideological
bl s in dasnd legendary. The bank had nearly 7,000 The depositors in India rest  Worriedd mﬂpmnlmmmmm
dll]d.l:ll. Reduction of GST on all the US, with ower €3 crore deposits,a casy without \\'(lm'iﬂg if Agmdvdcnsmwpmsncamwmm
cancer drugs can bea compelling ltd.mcdlntsmlcnvdnn hupc amount when a middle-class i o «class caused the downfall. The writie is Growp CEO, R SAUAMY HANSA. Views
:muauvmakm presc ',. i income was €100 a month. their banks will fail First Republic Bank, San Francisco: expreiied ane perional
affordable. mmwpi'inciplc mustbe
Alleviating financial burden:  applied in India by reducing GST
Cancer patients in India bear the on cancer drugs, thereby aligning
burden of high out-of- pocket with the global best practices of - 5 " .
(OOP) fiture coupled with ssibility. Th ﬂ' f be ﬂ h N
(ow e corage Avtody | Thecalliorwaing GSTon ¢ efiects of bemg in conftlict with Nature
showed that cancer patients cancer drugs is not merelya
(45-60years) incurredanaverage  matter of economics, but a moral
OOP expenditure of 18,053 and imperative. It isa decisive step Dharmendra Chanduricar disasters are more of what
39,085 for each outpatient towards alleviating the burden on Najeb Taleb categorises as Gray Rhinos
consultation and hospitalisation,  those already facing the toughest hat do you dowhen hills than Black Swans — rare.
respectively, The annual figure battle of their lives, come crumbling down and high-impact events. Some even classify
[per patbent was estimated to be landscapes — wrban and tbrl:mid l9|nndmucln0nylld.ln,
T3.31,177. More than 80 per cent The weiter is Managing Dinector & Country rural — get flooded?
of this expenditure was attributed  Fresiers, AstraZenec Pharma insa L ‘One cannot stop but wonder: what and MERS.
did we do to deserve this? As much as it Therefore, it is necessary to
is about nature, it is more the appreciate that these disasters are
abuse by us, the living, Heavy more of a norm than aberration. In the
* % ~ | 3 i i o ir i i &
||1t'f1[|1t|l|bu.§l“c&.‘bl"“:- chmnfuw“x; disasters, the new goal is consequence
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. in cities by the rich and poor
2% alike. A mine,a project, atunnel, LISTEN TO ELDERS
August 30, 2004 ahighway or bypass, and a city built In the village of Aneyoshi, Japan, close -
. where i Sboul pot be. The contral to Fukushima, th 5K FORECASTING.
G ay opt for ion, i under IRDA fh inaccelerating  inseriptions with Tsunami warnings
mmtcwdlhﬂlhe:mdthewgwswwwhﬂmﬂmee and is “High ep d ¥ i good i
Minister, Mr P Chidambaram, may veer towards making the Insurance One can blame climate of our Remember the reinforce the demands of the ensure adherence to the norms.
Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDA) the regulator fior both the . but: itis of the is. Do not diti areto What's done cannot be undone. The:
Papdcrymd Oeviopmen A S KRat gk ekl gt Tl ssosystem conditions TR e
d ‘There are traditional practices all The Moken tribals of Thailand d
RBI to set up panel to Basel Il norms reality that States and citizens must over the Indi ide underly lands knew of the | hared i i showing
To strengthen the financial position of banks, the RBIwill set up a “Steering live with. How dowe better protectand  similar ecological o chen the earth i P
Committee™ 10 impler Basehll norms on ‘build resilience against these disasters? mdimnldwttlnx. maoves, th 1l al mot be ibde, and it will take
capital adequacy bry 2006. rmmmlacmumsowmmr\gmpol Kutch, withstood the 2001 carthquake. lhemmoedefaa run tothe hills. i getback toh
Fritigating various risks. and lay the roadmap for putting in place the new GRAY RHINO 0id villages in Garhwal are still E‘vlﬁ.mmlwllslﬂldlphl‘w
norms that will bring Indian banks on a par with the best foreign banks. Foremost, we must acknowledge the sur g amibdst repeated exp emwdthllhewﬁﬁeamd'd\e h quathons is the only way
petiti f th Gt multiple o d g the out. We can be wiser from hindsight.
Aptech offers to buy Canadian education co he frequency of one C dge in "3 ls'.uh_r g 53
Aptech Ltd has made 30 sequasition ‘olfer’ to 3 Canadian education compary I e s Il th ulni-di i e d i ing are of ifh Tt weriter =3
et the aim of gasning a foathold in the North Amencan market, “There 5.2 Along with the d h b A ledging g darmiagy lamiti [o— a
Canadian frm we are looking at seriously for a takeover, Wi have made an property and life, these high-frequency,  the experiential wisdom, and making i Ower the yelone fi ocial
offer to them after due diigence.” Mr Pramod Khera, CEO and Managing
Director, Aptech Led, said
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2515
EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Seeing that (1) 1. Card game (7) 1. Sesing that one's thinking it ever (11) 1. 1t roughly imvobves Satan in 2 game of cards (7)
& Nanny (5) 2. Agitated, apprehensive (7) B A shark one may cherish (5) 2. Verwss, or her turn that makes one on edge (7)
9. Held tightly (7) 3, Perfect (5) 9. Was held fass by influenza at beginning of 3. Orve to lead astray who couldnt have been better (5)
10, Distended (7) 4, Miotor (6) December (7) 4. For example, nine involved in a locomative (6)
11, Beof use (5) 5. Copy, mimic (7) 10, Enlarged by the lens, low though it may be (7) 5. Get me at it and | might be an impressionist (7)
12. Not present (6) & Space between (1) 11, Make use of Viginia and be sick about it (5) & There's space for a famidy doctor who has a heart (3)
14. Departs (&) 7. Commemorative award (5) 12. Graduate who returns when posted isn't there (§) 7. Gong for dinner, say: get last roundin (5)
8 To object (3) 13. Recount, relate events (7)) 14, Doesn't eat the folage (8) 13, Tell a tale that makes arrant nonsense with energy (7)
19, Counsels, urges 15, Varked, different (7) 18 Object to one’s being less than chaste (5) 15, There's nothing in a strange virus made of different
strongly {7) 16, huns (7) 19 Strongly urges former partner to give short sorts (7)
21, One with no settied 17, Thrashed; vanquished (6) change (7) 16, in a steamship tries to sort out the sorority members (7)
home, atramp {7} 18 Underwater expert (5) 21, Vice-Admiral gven an allowance for a tramp (7) 17, Has been at the centre and was overcome (6}
3. Not tight (5) 20, Wiord of greeting (5) 23. Licenticus solo written cut by leading 18. One replaced nothing in port for a bird of this type (%)
24, Glass structures for 21 Engagement for one exponent (5) 20 A first word can be nothing more than hell ghee one (3)
plane growang (11) performance only (3) 24, Growing places here use song for them (17) 22 Light carriage used for one-night engagement (3)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2514

ACROSS 1. Vista & Check-up 8. Undergrachuate 10, Spoor 11. Nips 12 Prod 16. Index 17. Resuscitation 19. Endigame 20, Thyme
DOWN 1. Vaulting-horse 2. Sad 3. Arrest 4 Carrot 5. Endure 6 Knackered 7. Preponderance 9. Oppressed 13, Miasma 14, Advise 15. Extant 18, ky
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Ring-fencing achallenge
Industrial parks are Expedrd to help attract investment
i cleared by the Cabinet this week_
isone of the most ambitious efforts to create business-friendly zones since
the Special Economic Zones (SEZ) Act of 3005, The D400 crore packege

Minister Piyush Goyal called a “gnlden parks, invold
Ata] Bihari Vaj AP PRS- Pr—
o mxmmwmmm

'd' 5

Centre will provi debt thy Some industrial
willk with other s thiat han i insuc
ments. The overall i iom of th cannot

The question mark, however, hangs i not least because
such i il the standard ineffi-
ciencies of Indis’s “doing business™. has had limi e i
The g0 data sh are 4420 industrisl parks in India and 70 SEZs,
muost of which have not made a impact on investment. The

SEZ policy had si i
(China-style export enclaves. After an initial interest, enthusizsm sbated when the
mmmﬂmmmmmxmmmmh

Tax reform dilemmas

For a fairer, more inclusive tax system, taxing agriculture and
adjusting exemptions are essential

OPINION 9

mahmmmmdm
of per capita

potentially lishle for tax remains low.

The only way 1o reduce the ratio of
threshold to per capita income is by keeping the
of rebate for
foresesable The challenge however, i m
convince the “tax paying”™ citizens that the system
remains fair The small number of citizens
12 per cent according o dats in
Parfisment —f el apaieved by the diminishing real
of exemptions over the years. thess

—— infias

adjustment for exemprion threshold could reduce

these pressures.
Aplnfmmd!medmnise-idi:iumlm!&

increasing the tagpayers would make the
mr@mﬁi&hﬁhpﬂmﬁmﬂdnm&yﬁs
i i 4 poth i For i aresul, chy
Dr.lrmn-:m el as thy id — the small farmers: — the ldbe amudge inithe right di
diltyminmﬂumu]mn&ﬂnm— no lishillity of tax. Given the voluntary namre of tax- Major property Property itax ool-

india This

retum filing, there is no compliance cost either. For

rﬂﬁnﬂm‘dd’h:‘l:mnpﬂﬁ“‘] 1 o SET --mu_:l— s based on the premise that governments need to  those with annual income above the exemption
i iogy (TT) and IT-enabled services. . —Miﬂ—mah@:x:“hmlfajmm meinuumywdu::ibemmaw s ‘m:‘i mvhgsa:;:
Mmlﬁzhﬂqﬂuﬂd&lﬂp&zmﬂ%ﬂzﬂlﬁ;{[ﬂlﬂ&lm and the raik don of it oo, find i 3 &
2023, whi of the SEZ law. The Eillis mention, but the political economy challenges in  evasion in other sectors, whese & be mis- T B
unclear, with iing it may be The latest policy also seeks o ch well d. A imcome. It shy mmafmmle_ﬂlemﬂspﬂ:dlgmmm
address universal obstacles to investment in India. For instance, land acquisition Two =X i Personal il
has been a perpetual challenge, so much so that SE7s degenerated into a private income: Two thom I sk numiser mfmmmpdllismunﬂyﬂ.ﬂ‘lnmﬂml
sector real estate play. The industrial paris will comprise land already acquired by to consider in taxation of personal of taxpayers in the country, making therefore,
the approvals in place. Second, a special purpose income are — taxation of agriculrs] the income ax regime more repre- l'innt'
e i o the kocation income and effective sentarive of the narion's citizens. However, such changes mest with clear resistance.
m m industrial corridors alongside dedicated under personal income tax. There is This reform however, might be i Vi i
:; hughe = the —— hmmh:mm a need o re-examine the taxation difficult w ise — an es in propemy tEx seem unacceptable
& ‘twoon Delhi-Murmb paradigm in both these cases to effec- s?mha.:\;smﬂu(‘:m::m Instimtionalis m mlk:lhec:!
and central routes. =
" . . Consider the taxation of kdch therev-  ratein n the above, thereis aneed
That said, there are broader issues that need to be addressed if the parks are to tural income. The constitutional enues themselves or arrive at an 1o revisit land revenne as 3 source of revenue. Barely
m:td:ﬁlnammmi&zd&mnlsmm&ﬂmmﬂﬂnﬂslmemh assignment of taxation places the . 3 with thy 2 per cene of own tax rev-
s of itive. This could be a challenge. i F S 2 - 1 and o land revenue.
The average SEZ in India ranges from 0,25 square km to M square km. In contrast, income in the hands of state govern- R KAVITA RAD transfer them to the states. This High densiry inurhan and peri-urhan
Shenzhen, one of China's oldest and largest SF7=, sprawis. across 316 square km ments. Over the years, states have could be 2 vsefil tool dthe aress high
T i ical i of it B i vibrant social i not been shie or willing 1o tax this of ek of the states. has made reform in land-related issues
yon : p- oo their base ot Exxingg Turning to the oth issue —effec-  highh ious. The !
oped toac workersin. i broad. des: First, theaver-  tive exemption under personal income tax. The 1o other uses is ined by the high
MmmwmmMWWMmm #dﬂdhﬂ:ﬁﬂﬂ.dﬂﬁm&.wm in:nmeu:rgimeﬂnlmn-mrpmm : chi d on agri Changes in taxation
parks. The latest policy is certainly an upgraded attempt to push the in L, and b lud pi with  regimesal iter thy
Whetherit can b s open to debate. m(besll*x:tmlheﬂsﬂlamlmmplﬂrmmaf incomes less than the threshold are not liable 10 of the economy, which is crucial for generating sus-
taxation Second, agricubiure isconsidered a difficult  pay tax. The exemption threshold in India hasbeen  tainable revenoes o meet nesds of
. - sector to tax, with limited remms for the adminis-  periodically raised. In addition. the go d reforms, therefore, need 1o be
Stationed in space e oo e e e e e el s o i s e
p Acloser f th reveals taxslab, ¥
. afew fallacies Th regime, asit and thereby ing the number of p isdirmrion,
mm"e"mmmmwm applies to non-agriculiural income, includes an  payers in the country. ‘and Policy, New Dedhi

he stranding of astronauts Sunita Williams and Barry Wilmore at the
International Space Station (155) until February 2025 highlights the chal-

lenges involved in manned space missions. This highly d duo

nmzklmﬂzmﬂzBan:gﬂximnuﬂy.ﬁmMmms
swnm:lmhsqndq&mm ¥ but
it was the first mannec with its docking difficult.,

and it had helium leaks, which added to the risks. While it is possible to retum the
WMMMMMEMMbmmm
‘National A 4 Snace A sk 3 pecur-
rence of the two space shuttle disscters, Mmmmmﬂmd’
szfhwhmm}mﬂzmwﬂmnﬂzmmﬂ&!ym
return on a SpaceX vehicle.

Will Amazon ever be Apple of India’s eye?

dlm;ammgmlm Hehas
created companies and p.mdlnsmuhsw

not only
ments but also changed people’s an:rrum
behaviours, and lifestyle.
He has espoused his own methods of manage-
Hehasan

mmmmnmmmmmm Ipport cap-
mdmmmmmnmnmmmm

MWMMWHMMEMEMMM
hﬁ

nrrnmr.T‘

station si m
delmmnm)\bw mmammw
bzh!imlmuqiehlhzlmnmuy

However, and the enough capacity
u:dmmw!ﬂiﬁlyh}lﬂmn.ﬂ!gsknhmmasmmﬂnsmhz
life initself Without
be stranded . Instead of perishing in a fiery explosion, or crashing in uncontrolled
descent, they would face the prospect of unning out of food and oxygen. Manned
mmmmmﬁwmwmmmmu

i Tlnslsq.mza;ml

- =

ammmmmmhﬁgmmbmmm
MMmmmmdmmMmhﬂbm
atrophy d subject to extremes of heat and cold.
ar i wotect humans from solar

Space stations requine recycling of waste and supply of ooysen.

undery

ic re-

backstory, and his personal life s becoming of his
starure 3 one of the richest and most successful in
the history of mankind

But will he. the head of the world's Largest online

met India Incleaders

head of Reliance Indarries, hisson Alash, and dangh-

ter lsha He also met Tata Sons Chaimman N
and others.

‘a5 eating vada pan wirh Madho_d Divit in Mumbai He
including Mukesh Ambani, the

P .
welcomed MrCooloio New Dedhi with open anme. You
can argue thar Apple Ine hes emerged 2 the poster
lboy of Make in India by shifring some of the iPhone

big investment in showut 2 year or so. and not made
IONOURCEMents.

becnme synomymous
recail wolf at Indis's door. The fact is. Fliplar is 2 for-
elgn as Amaron, owned 2 it s by Walmart, the OG of
B Borsil and the orisin

But somehow, Flipkan is srill being seen as the

10 come on that front. Bur i in

pnsahqrg“" ; though o call it

redefines the epither. and
its founders, Sachin Banssl and Binny Bansal, have
nothing to do with it anymare. Stll, taking down
Flipleart may come to be ssen as a blow to the starop
ecosystem, which is 3 sounce of pride and joy in spite

entry results in friction with heat that can melt metals.

20ne out on & of afew! Secondly, nobody knows Walmarnt
off When he.came visiting shout four about the cstensible threat it pre- hlﬂamh)mh.ﬂmmdumﬂgm-ﬂﬂ-
ears a0, he did the whole shebang. i s Ithascar- camy
He chic Indian attive, paid red out T n
to Mshatma Gandhi at businesses and provide them with llgl-‘lph(ahﬂlmmduh:a
hunln)&wbelhi.aﬂglhlmﬂ' a platform 1o address not only mar-  being the bonanza from its purchase of
| whille keaning out of the kets in the country, but also over-  Flipkart It is not just that Walmart hss no name in
driver-side door of 2 Tara tuck thar seas. This includes all kinds of sell-  India, ir does not have a face either. There is no rich
el 3 brighe yellow bonnet. SCENE UNSEEN ers, artisans, wegvers, andmore s man or woman with fancy yaches, flashy lives, or
It was mot just the optics. Mr Beros chronick poignamnt It haskept
amammath SUNEEN SINHA suwress stories. of the small paople 3 low profile and focused on the jobat hand
in India He addressed a big event — stnries where Amanon was insro- ‘That is perhaps the right way 1o do business in a
dedi i} Andhe mentsl intheir suocess. sprawiing electoral democTacy where there are con-
made the eing i this timse Mr Bezos. did ot mmpwmmmmm
Indi; ) ‘even need tovisit Indis w invite disspprobarion. All it Mmmﬂwnmahglm!uhnlm
And yer. wassortofcool — took was the relesse of a report on the impact of e- ¥ highi b
towards Mr Bezos during his enire Indis sojourn. v and triggers debates.
An article in the Harvward Review, dated  tory pricing practices in Indis Commerce Mir Goyal's remarks have raised the

Business
mummnm “Jeff Beros's

Design in manned mis-
mclsg:ﬁhmhﬂmhmd‘ii'_m in space isa bij
but research hasled to y o ich
has in tools, gym iC Teso-
mwmmmmmmmsuﬂm

ing gy near fishure, long-
it —ﬂmk jon — and Imission

- _ . - id T
mmmlmmlnebrhluuzg grasped and new

setof ambitions of manned

onuslc semark by the lndlen fnencs minster anda

Apple Inc's CEO Tim Cook came to India in April lasr
year toopen the jghane’s first sroves in the:
courry: Mir Cook did the usual MNC CEO things, such

not at all againa digital businesses and was in fact
keen to invite investment and technology. Bur he re-
uzlmin.- and fair play.

This left Amazon sympathisers practically agape
with asonichment, their first thowghts being. “What
did T kent

one that is creating a nation of couch potatoes.
m@mmmmndnwm

& sort of low profile in India It has not announced &

nimngthe TV remote.

o0, is

War from the banquet tables

Inthe Prelude, MrMilion prepares the di key rokein th
reader forthe stan of Operation As Chris Bellamy poinrsout in his Soviet war effort, which Szalin
Barbarossa, AdoifHitler'sI-fated dy 1
i Ivbecritical v pop ivaskonofts fix I Churchill svoided theword “ally” in his forbend-& via
forabookexamining WorldWarll'smost |~ historian lames Holland, thishook is UniononJune 22, 1941 Tt was the frozen Mr Milton describ
mmmummm mote inthe namreof what joumalisrscall  shonestnight ofthe yearThe waning Juree 22: Britai “oo- b
L shewas fail i . Mir Mikeon offers.a broad- railway supply line via lran but in
pHIVYEDCTtical eaneiar the I Affair —theritleal sliver”_ youget thedrifi. brush it
WL Yt mammm— mwmmm prefaced this “impossible sliance™ — Astowhythe allisnce foundered, we
ohservationsasChurchill “hasa ik, itsdone bt with et Churchill and Harriman's
wonderful smileand isnot atall hand o s job. It offers, forone, anevocative Ioth “go rogue”in
talkn”; Roosevelr, with whom she dined pamudmltmemnimam different ways in theirdealings with
x'l‘ll!.m'ﬂnin!ly " Sealin by theelite. T i
humour” (he had d his
ke jolke sbout Stalin). death found lintle place in the lives of the empir in Both
Shaie 4 fateof Aewnd b i
Were more thy millions. Instead, champagne pate, i
da_though sh have caviar, vodk mmmmmmm
by hncuries. howhis
v dlin dlunches Several e i
Viamiry Fair dati
thetitleofa 2011 article based onher affairs — Awerell Harriman with Mr; he
“TheWari s 1 1 “scholarship lite™ school of history
Pamela, who became his lssrwife years wriring. It
diaries, laterviaserial romps with ather from Kathy's scrapbooks. But thereare
extensively thar The Stalin Affir seems Eritich amhassador Archie better books out there to underseand
fromh of view, with (Clark Kerr's ohsession with a Russian
othermemoirs added forvarietyina footman, forwhom he i between d
shallow narrative. Ratherthana ‘Seallin for am exit visa, i ithe
“sizzling high-stakes tale”, thecover reatment. world we live in tod
a o0 00 a o0 o0
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The biomechanical horrors of the
xenomorph in the ‘Alien’ movie franchise

The iconic titukar hellspawn from the Alien’
the very idea of reproduction. It is. as its crc

Ayaan Paul Chowdhury

Swiss artist whose name has
become ¥
wvery concept of blonic horrors
Ruedi Giger
altered the lindscape of sc
with the creation of the
imerging from the shadows in Ridley
Scott’s 1979 sci-fi cult classic, the titular
alien has since become a symbaol of
primal terror, its grotesque eleganc
s carnage tapping into the
darkest recesses of the human
But to unders
miusd first dely
creator, whose distinet biomechanical art
style gave birth to one of the most iconic
MONSters in Cinem .

Origin sto
Barn in Chur, Switzerland, in 1940, Giger
was raised in the nath of the war. His
early years were marred by vivid
nightmares. But rather than succumb to
these fears, Giger embraced th
channelling his anxieties into art that
defied convention and ed the
bizarre. These early nces laid the
foundation for what would become his
signature style. His work, which he
termed “blomechanical,” was a macabre
vishon of a future where the boundaries
between flesh and machine had all but
dissolved in disturbingly erotic ways,
leaving behind a surreal world that had a
strange beauty (o its menace

Glgger's infh 5 were varied. The
surrealist master Salvador Dali recognised
a kindred spirit in the Swiss man and was

THE DAILY QUIZ

Today marks the ninth anniversary of the assass
suspected fundamentalists. Here's a qui

]

M.M. Kalburgi by

Srinivasan Ramani philosophy.
[N
= QUESTION 3

QUESTION 1

instrumental in bringing Giger's talents to
the attention of the Chilean Almmaker
Alejandro Jodorowsky, who in-turm

isted him for the infamously ill-faed
Dune proje hough the film never ¢
o Fruition, Giger's concept art for Dune
remained testament to his ability 1o
conjure unsettling realities.

However, it was Giger's 1977 book
Necronomicon - a collection of his most
disturbing and evocative works - that
would ultimately catch the eve of Ridley
Scott as he was preparing to bring Dan
O'Bannon’s script for Alien to life. One
look at the dark, elongated being with an
obdong head in Gl lithograph
Necronom IV, Seott knew he had
fiound his monster.

The original xenomaorph that terrorised
the crew of the Nostromo in 1979 was a
creature of elegance and efficiency,
strackdling the line between the organic
and the synthetic. The creature’s sleek,
black, phallic exoskeleton, dripping with
a glistening sheen, and brought to life by
| effects sl\wlu!u Carlo

X 'was

of previous genre films.
that did not need to be
understood - only feared.

The evolution of the xenomorph
Giger's original design, however, was

' X
the beginning. Over lln-\r ars, as the
franchise expanded, so too did the
xenomorph’s many forms. Each new
iteration of the alien, while retalnbng the

[

Visual question:

Nama this prominent scientist, one of the authors of A
Statement on Scientific Temper. THE mnDu

the chamging themes of the Alms.,

In James Cameron's 19 equel Alfers,
the senomaorphs were reimagined
of a eusocial hive, led by a towering
Queen - a regal matriarch whose sole
PUFPOSE Wi B0 PO her species by
any means necessary, This Queen, with
her massive egg-laying ovipositor and
crown-like crest, was an unholy fusion of
Insect and machine, of motherhood
twisted into something horrifying.

The xenomorph's next evolution came
in David Fincher's Alien 3 1992, where it
took on the of its host. The *Runner
Alien,” also known as the “Dog Alien,”
was borm from a quadrupedal host, and
as such, it adopted a more andmalistic
form. Sleek, st and feral, this version of
the xenomaorph was a predator that
nted on all fours, its movernents fuid
nd graceful, yet no less deadly. It was

e that the xenomorph began to show
its wersatility, a creature that could adapt,
becoming whatever it needed to survive.

But it was in Alien: Resurroction (1997)
that Elk' xenomaorph Illltll'lll\lll its most

l npuln;. had given rise
of alien, one that bore disty

i 3 grotesdque parody of
creature with pak

Giger's art, was constantly evolving and
pushing the boundaries of what was
possible - and what was terrifying

The evolutions of course, were far from

ranchise is both phallic and feminine, both predator and parasite, a creature that subwverts and perverts
ator intended. a living nightmare

over. In Scott’s prequels, which began
with Prometheus (2012) and continued
with Alien: Covenant (2007), the creature
was reimagined yet again, this time as a
precursor to the xenom .r|||l we know
today, The wre birthed
from a race of pxl ke beings known as
Engineers, was a pale, elongated entity
ch ised by ee jaws. Its life cycle
closely mirrored that of the xenomorph,
but with a more streamlined and less
biomechanical design. Covenani’s
Meomaorph even more divergent, its
pale-white skin, pointed head and spiny
back, a stark contrast to the sleek black of
the original xenomorph.

In Fede Alvarez's Latest Alien: Romulus,
a horrifying climactic reveal bore us what
pe been dubbed *The Offspring,” a
Tusion of xenomorph DNA and human
that’s unleashed when an ill-fared
rcts a sinister Newton
nto their neck. The towering
Romanian basketball phenom Robert
Bobroczkyl, donned prosthetics,
animatronbes, and just a towch of CGI to
bring this violently birthed creation to
ily evolves into an
t-foot terror with fleshy skin, obsidian
eyes, a tall, and that signature xenomorph
tongue ~ dorsal tubes and all.

Yet, despite these many variations, the
core of Giger's design has remained
intact. Having endured more than four
decades of cinematic evolution, Giger's
mesmerising incubus continues to adapt,
s many forms a reminder of our
of the fragility of the human
ly, and of the horrors that lie beneath
the surface of our consclous minds.

sination of scholar and rationalist
on famous rational

Questions and Answers to the previeus day's daily
quiz: 1. The predecessor of the Paralympics was called this
The first Paralympics was held in this year and this place
Ang: The Stoke Mandeville Games; Rome in 1960,

2. The only sports in the Paralympic programme that do not
have an Olympic counterpart. Ans: Baccia and goalball

3. The unique distinction of Pal Soekeres. Ans: Only
athlete to win both Olympic and Paralympic medals

4. This athlete is the most decorated Paralympian of all
time. Ans: American swimmer Trischa Zom

5. Since the editian, the Olympet and Paralymipic Games
have been held in the same city. Ans: 1988

6. Agitos in the context of the Paralympic Games. Ansz It s
the symbol of the Games made up of three waves

7. Thisis wpecidl about the
athletics, para tr
and pilots are alse awarded medals

8. Apart from para swimming, these two disciplines are
open to athletes with an intellectual disability. Ansz

gory of medallists in para
and para cychng. Ans: The guldes

thlo,

athletics and para table temnis
Veaual: [dentidy this man. And: Murlikant Petkar in S0m

freestyle swimming
Early Bird: Seema Das

-l =A
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Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

“Congratulations. | your've been

made capitain of the cricket team.”
Who told you that?”
“Your grandfather,

n sorry to say this, you've been

“Disinformed or mi
mean the same thing. don't they®
“First of all, the word is
‘disinformation’ not ‘disinformed.” Itis
only the noun form ‘disinformatic
isge nerally used.”
me |In- [ n-n;u-F

e 1 clo that, you

understand by ‘misinform
It means giving somebody the wrong

mrurm.u:m ot something.”™

cellent. But that's only part of the

| me what you

“You see when you misinform
someone, you can give him the wrong
information either intentionally or
unintentionally.”

“Iin other words, | can give y

i
ow tell me, what does
ean?”

The act of spreading False information
deliberately.”

“Spreading false information
deliberately! But who would do thae?™

“Spies.”

“Spies! You mean secret agents like
s Bond?*
actly. One of the jobs of secret
agents is to give false information 1o
foreign agents so that it confuses or
miksleads them. In fact, the word
‘disinformation’ was once mainly used in
the spy business.”

“Really? That sounds really exciting.”

“But things are beginning to change
now. The word ‘disinformation’ is
beginning to be frequently used in the
world of business and politics.”

“Business and politics, eh? That's
understandable. Disinformation would
certainly come in handy there. There are
30 many les belng told in business and
poditics that no one really knows what the
truth is
“By the way, ‘disinformatbon’ is not
found in all dictionaries. And the ones
that contain it define it as ‘deliberately
false information especi. out by
Bovernments or services’, You
talk about the “disinformation camg
by governments or political parties.

“Well my gramd r doesn't work for
the government of the secret service, 5o |
guess he misinformed you about
I\-uu: made captain.”

s | misinformed deliberately or
tentionally?™

‘1 have to ask my grandfather”

“Where will you find him?®

“Where else? In the bedroom,
watching TV,

“Your grandfather is a couch potato,
he?*

“Couch potato? What do you mean?”

“A couch potato is a very lazy person,
Someone who prefers to sit down and
ch T.V. rather than do something.
“That does sound like my grandfather.”
Published in The Hindu on March 23,
Lk

Word of the day

Insalubrlous

health

SyYnonym: usheslihy

Usag
r

Pronunciation

ty/insalubr

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jinsatub

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write 1o
lettery@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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When physics merged with biology
to revolutionise ophthalmology

Ophthalmologisis, deeply familiar with the i

cate workings of the eve, do not typically have the leis

re time to spend in a physicists lab studving

theories behind laser; vet these two seemingly disparate fields combined to modernise vision correction in refractive errors and cataract surgeries

€. Aravinda

ecently, | underwent

femtosecond laser surgery, a

procedure that promised to

correct my vision with
incredible precision. While the results
were astounding, | couldn’t help but
womder = how did physicists, who
typically aren't versed in the anatomy of
the eye, end up creating a technology so
pivotal in ophithalmology? After all, the
physics of lasers and the biology of the
eye seem like worlds apart.
Ophthalmelogists, deeply familiar with
the intricate workings of the eve, don't
typically have the leisure time to spend in
a physicist's lab studying LASER. S0 how
did these two seemingly disparate fields
perge o revolutionise vision correction
im refractive errors and cataracts?

The word ‘laser’ is actually an acronym
for *Light Amplification by Stimulated
Emission of Radiation’, a phrase that
encapsulates the physics underlying this
transformative technology. The

i} I concept of stimul
emission was first introduced by Albert
Einstein in 1917, He theorised that when
an electron in an excited state drops o a
lower energy level, it can release energy
as a photon. [T this photon interacts with
another excited electron, it can stimulate
the release of a second photon of
identical energy, phase, and direction - a
process that amplifies light.
960, however, this
theory was practically realised. Theodore
Maiman, a physicist at Hughes Research
Labaratories, built the first working laser
using a ruby erystal as the gain medium.
The ruby laser emitted light at a specific
wavelength (694 nm) in the red part of
the spectrum and was the first of its kind
1o produce a concentrated beam of light

with unique propertics - coherence,
monochromaticity, and the ability to be
focused to a very small spot.

i
with the development of Chirped Pulse
Amplification (CPA). This technique
revolutionised the field of laser physics.
Working at the University of Rochester,
Gérard Mourou and his student Donna
Strickland (the third woeman to win a
Nobel prize in physics) introduced CPA o
amplify ultrashort laser pulses without
damaging the amplifying materi:
innovation later earned them o
Prize in Physics in 2018,

But here the question still re
alive: how did physicists, who likely had
little knowledge of eye anatomy, ereate a
ool that would become vital in eye
surgery?

The answer lies in an accidental
discovery that bridged the gap between
the physics lab and the operating theatre,

The lasers wark by emitting pulses of ight that Last onty a few quadrillionths of a second, making them extraordinarily precise. GETTY MAGES

A research assistant in Gérand
Mourou's lab was accidentally struck by a
laser beam in his eyes without wearing
the goggles he was supposed to wear - a
potentially dangerous situation. Seeking
medical atcention, the assistant visited an
ophthalmologist,

But instead of focusing on treatment,
the doctor who saw him became intensely
curious about the physical qualities of the
Lager that had caused the ¥, hitherio
not witnessed in the dlinic. The
ophthalmologist was intrigued by the
“perfect” or precise damage to the retina
in his eyes. This unusus rraction
sparked a deeper investigation into the
laser's potential, leading to the
development of Femtosecond
ophthalmology.

This cross-disciplinary

The high-intensity. ultrashort
pulses produced by CPA-based
lasers allow for precise cornea
reshaping with minimal
damage to surrounding tissues

in improved patient outcomes and faster
recovery times.
his 50 transformed cataract

surgery, one of the most common surgical
procedures worldwide. In traditional
cataract surgery, a surgeon manually
makes incisions in the eye and uses
ultrasonic energy to break up the cloudy
lens before replacing it with an arificial
intrascular lens (10L).

In laser-assisted cataract surgery, a
i laser is used to create

) ;
accident = where a medical professional’s
inquisitiveness about a physics tool met
the physicist’s quest for practical
applications — made room for perfect
innovation. CPA allowed for the
amplification of laser pulsesina
previously-impossible way, opening the
door to medical applications requiring
extreme precision, such as in eye surgery.

Today, CPA-based lasers are at the
heart of femtosurgery laser procedures,
like: the one | underwent for refraction
correction. These lasers work by emitting
pulses of light that last only a few
quadrillionths of a second, making them
extraordinarily precise,

The high-intensity, ultrashort pulses
produced by CPA-based lasers allow for
precise cornea reshaping with minimal
damage to surrounding tissues, resulting

precise incisions and soften the lens,
reducing the need for ultrasonlc energy
and allowing for maore accurate

placement of the 10L. This technalogy has
improved the precision and safety of
cataract surgery, leacling to better
outcomes and faster recovery times.,

A femtosecond Laser is an infrared laser
with a wavelength of 1053nm used in eye
surgeries, especially for its precision. It
creates tny, rapid bursts that break apart
the tissue without damaging surrounding
areas. Compared to the Nd laser, which
operates in nanoseconds (10 second) ,
the femtosecond laser’s pulse duration is
much shorter - measured in
femtoseconds (10 second). This shorter
duration significantly reduces the risk of
damaging nearby tissues, making the
fermtosecond laser much safer for delicate

procedures like corneal surgery. The
femtoseeond laser causes a million times
less collateral damage than the Nd laser,
allowing for extremely precise and safe
surgeries. More than 10 million fermtolaser
surgeries have been performed globally
so far using laser technology.

Lasers in cancer therapy
Moreover, the future of high-intensity
lasers holds promise in cancer therapy.
Researchers are exploring using these
lasers to target and destroy cancerous
cells with extreme precision, m nising
clamage to healthy tissues. By focusing the
energy of an ultrashort laser pulse onto a
tiny area, it's possible to induce a
localised effect, such as generating
shockwaves or heating, that can
selectively destroy cancer cells. This
approach is still in its experimental stages.
It could one day lead to new, non-invasive
treatments for cancer patien!

A bright future ahead

Reflecting on my experience with
femtosurgery, | am grateful for the
improved vision. From accidental
discoveries to intentional innovations, the
story of Liser technology continues to
unfold whether in the operating theatre,
the physics lab, or beyond. It's a reminder
that sometimes, the me citful
innovations come from the unlikeliest of
collaborations—where the pliysies of light
meets the biology of sight, and curiosity
knows no disciplinary bounds.

(Dr. €. Aravinda is an academic and public
health physician,
aravindaalimsjrid@hotmall.com)

Why disconnecting from work is important for mental health

Zubeda Hamid
CHENNAL

It used to be a point of pride: working
round the clock, at all hours and being
known in the family as the workaholic. But
increasingly over the last decade, em-
ployees, backed by health professionals
and research, have begun to say ‘enough’.
Being the first to arrive and last o leave the
workplace is no longer seen as behaviour
to be modelbed; constantly taking calls and
emails after office hours is frowned upon
and being able to enjoy days off, without
work intruding upon personal time, is the
goal.

And in line with this, especially after the
COVIDA9 pandemic where the work from
home culture was often blamed for blur-
ring personal and professional boundar-
ies, Australia, this week, became the latest
a list of countries that give employees
the right to disconnect.

What does this mean? It means that
workers in Aust can now refuse to res-
pond to work-related communication out-
side of their working hours, unless doing
50 is unreasonable. This does not mean
employers cannot contact employees out-
side work hours, but it does mean that the
employee can choose o ignore this
communication.

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese is reparted to have said: “We want
o make sure that just as people don't get
paid 24 hours a day, they don’t have o
work for 24 hours a day. It's a mental
Thealth issue, frankly, as well, for people to
be able to disconnect from their work and
connect with their family and their life.”

But how seriously is work impacting
mental health taken in India, where CEOs/

M
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Average work week lasts 47.7 bours in India, 13 hours mare than that in Germany. GETTY IMAGES

founders of companies have extolled the
virtues of working long hours and eschew-
ing weekends, where around 90% of the
workforce is in the unorganised sector,
where a gig economy thrives, often putting
its workers at risk physically and mentally,
and where a § government had consi-
dered extending daily work days to 14
hours?

According to data from the Interna
al Labour Organisation (1LO) India ranks
among the top 10 countries when it comes
to the number of hours worked per week,
at an average of 47.7 - over 13 hours more
than average work week in Germany, at
34.3.

Long hours of work, com
other factors can impact a person's mental
health, says Paulomi Sudhir, professor of
clinical psychology, NIMHANS. “What you
do and what your workplace is like also
play a role in this. There are both systemic

and individual factors - for some people
there may not be a choice as to how many
hours they work or how long they stay in
office. For others there may be factors
ch as how much responsibility their role
involves or how they plan their day,” she
said.

The need to switch off
Overworking can decrease productivity
and lead to burnout and the inability to
switeh off can lead to exhaustion and poor
mental health, Dr. Sudhir pointed out.
“Most of us don't practise this but
switching off, both physically and mental-
Iy from work is very important. It's part of
self care - I you can't switch off from work,
amd this perhaps affects your sleep and
your eating habits, then all of these can af-
fect your mental well being,” she said.
Leisure and breaks are crucial - studies
have shown for instance that in high-stress

jobs such as the military and paramilitary
forces, not being able to get leave is a crit-
ical factor contributing to stress, she said.
“Breaks play an Importamt restorative
function for positive mental health out-
comes.” Long, unsocial or inflexible hours
is listed as one of the risk factors to mental
health, by the World Health Organization.

As much as disconnecting from work is
healthy and vital, cultural constraints in
India, where workers are trained to work
long hours, pose a barrier, said Soma Mitra,
principal economist at IWWAGE, a Delhi-
based organisation that aims at facilitating
the agenda of women’s economic empo-
werment

“While the hybrid work model is great
for flexibility, the expectation to respond
immediately in order to show accountabil-
ity that developed during the pandemic,
has e vl even now. This means there
is no off” time for employees, Women es-
pecially, are disproportionately affected as
they are still expected to be primary care-
givers of the household. In India, women
spend almost five hours per day more than
men on unpaid work at home. Imagine the
lemgth of the work day plus the time spent
doing household work - where is the rest?
This is how their mental health begins to
et impacted,” she said.

The right to disconnect apart, Ms. Mitra
pointed 1o the fact that several countries
have now moved to four day weeks, recog-
nising the importance of weekends and
time away from work. “Studies have
shown that when these sort of arrange-
ments are in place, it not only raises pro-
ductivity, it boosts the mental health of the
entire workforce. Why can't the global
south begin to thin
Czubeda.hithehindu.co.in)

FDCs are medicines that have two or more active
ingreients in a single pill or shot, GETTYIMAGES

Why the Union
govt. banned
156 ‘irrational’
fixed dose
combinations

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

The Union Health Ministry has recently
banned 156 “irrational” fixed dose
combinations (FDC) medicines which
includes antibiotics, painkil
multivitamins, FDCs are medicines that
have two or more active ingredients ina
single plll, capsule or shet,

As per a gazette notice issued under
section 26 A of the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act 1940, the Ministry said that the
production, marketing, and distribution

The move, according to the
Centre, is aimed at safe guarding
the public, ensuring that
resistance o certain drugs do not
develop in large numbers due to
irrational use, and to also curb
misuse of drug administration
where not warranted

of these drugs are now prohibited due to
their associated health risks,

Speaking about the need to bring in
such measures, a senior Health Ministry
official explained that most of the drugs
that made it to the banned list were
approved by various State authorities but
had no research or trials to backup its safe
use in humans, “The new drugs and
clinical trial rules of 2019 make it clear
that fixed dose combinations are to be
considered as new drugs and as such
miust be approved by the central drug
regulator,” he said,

The move, according to the Union
government, is aimed at safeguarding
the public, ensuring that resistance to
certain drugs do not develop in large
numbers duwe to irrational use, and 1o also
curb the misuse of drug ad ministration
(knowingly or etherwise) where not
warranted.

Expert committee

Meanwhile, as per the government
notification, the matter was examined by
an expert commitiee appol 1 by the

al Government and other related
authorities, with them rec i
that there is no thera
for the ingredient 5
k “The Central government is

* of the FING drug is

to human beings
ternatives to the said dmg

Paracetamol +
Phenyl Propana
Dihydrochloride
300 mg are some of the FI

Speaking abouwt the ban,
member of the Delhi Medi
said that irrational combinat
pose significant health ri

noe these
miedicines are being introduced into the
market without proper research and
randemised controlled trials, their safety
does come under seruting.
(bindu paothehindu.co.iny
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By another name

Courts should act against fake medicine,
ot just control advertising

August 27, a Bench of the Supreme

0 Court of India found itsell reaching, once
again, for [dioms over a matter lnvolving
misleading advertisements of ayurveda, siddha,
and unani products. Earlier this year, another
Bench had concluded proceedings against Patan:
Jali Ayurved over lis defiance of an order to not
publiclse unproven or unprovable medicinal
claims attached to its products. Towards the end
of that matter, various State-level regulatory
agencles were finally roused to act against Patan:
Jali Ayurved over these claims while the Court or-
dered it wo publish media advertisements apolo-
wising for its actions. While the responses of the
State bodies to the company are still evolving, the
Court's own verdiet seemed to embody a bellel
that nothing more could be done — and this beliel
casts the Court's current ire against the Ministry
of AYUSH in a particular light, India’s drg manu-
facoarers and regulators are caught between en-
suring high quality, which leads o higher manu-
Tacturing costs, while keeping consumer prices
down so that patients can access the drugs they
need, Unformmnately, neither regulators nor ma-
nufacturers have navigated this tension in the pa-
tents' Favour. The AYUSH Minlstry's actions have
Turther complicated this scenario by allowing bu-
sinesses to register all sorts of products as “Ayur-
vedic” (as ilustrated in the case of its licence, and
later cancelled, toa Bengalur-based company to
sell milk as "Ayurvedle proprietary medicine”)
and by attempting to evade existing quality rules,
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Connecting the dots in the Kyiv visit

met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy in Kylv, drawing significant
attention from academics and journalists
worldwide, While Incia's Ministry of External
Adfiairs (MEA) emphasised that the meeting was
not imtended as an effort s mediation, the tming
and the nature of this visit ralse several questions,
especially considering India’s traditionally
cautious approach 1o forelgn policy. Although the
MEA was careful not to attract press attention
dlue o the nature of the visit, much of the
discussion in post ting briefings by External
Adfairs Minister $. Jalshankar centred around the
protential robe of India in mediating the conflice,
The visit came at a difficult time for any
Immediate pesce initiative by India as Ukraine
opened anew front of war with a surprise
Incursion in the Kursk region,

n i historical and widely publicised
l meeting, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

A consistent foreign policy approach
Historieally rooted in non-alignment and strategic
autonomy, India's forelgn policy has always
sought to balance its relationships with global
powers and a peaceful negotiation of erritorial
disputes. Since the onset of the Russia-Ukraine
warr i Febwuary 2022, India has avolded taking
stdes, much to the fre of the western states, which
have wanted India to condemn the Russian role
in the contlict. This approach is consistent with
India’s broader strategy of managing complex
geopolitical lindscapes without compromising s
national interests, India has always advocated
respect for the United Natlons charter and
peaceful settlement of disputes through
Institutions such as the UN,

In February this year, Mr. Jalshankar, in an
Interview with the German economic daily,

presumably to grease the wheels of busi

With the Ministry's cynical atempt now In:.l:l
estep Rube 170 of the Drugs and (nsimull:s Rules
1945, which penalises misleading ad
of nynnu!.l. slddha, and wnani products, the
Court confronts an old tendency in a new dis
guise, Public apologies and post facto action by
regulatory bodies may have been the end of the
line agalnst one company. The Court may also
seem sated by a demand, as it spelled out in s
May 7 order, that all advertisers self-declare that
they will not publish misleading advertisements,
But similar concessionary measures will falier
against a Ministry. Medicine quality and manu-
facturer Inspecthons are disuniform, more so in
the alternative medicines space, and regulating
advertisements has emerged as a last-ditch back-
stop against bad products entering t arket. In
the face of progressively weakening protections
against what Is ultimately fake medicine, the
most preferred outcome in the present matter
would be for the Court 1o look at past declara:
tions - self-made or otherwise — and into rectily-
ing the quality-control regime, particularly to
empower it, protect it from political capture, and
bring alternative medicines under its purview.

Biotech enigma

Biotechnology initatives need longterm
sapital investments
E arlier this week the Cabinet cleared a pro-

posal, though without specifying a bud-
wet, called BioE3 or Blotechnology for

Handelstlart, hinted at the possibility of India's
Interest in playing a mediating role in the conflict
ifapproached. However, he emphasised that New
Drelhl would not take the initlative on s own,

Given this backdrop, Mr, Modi's visit 1o Ukraine
had some sort of peace inktiative on the agenda,
The possibility of enhancing bilateral relations
with Ukeraine appeared shim. India is not
dependent en Ukralne for irade, defence, or
techrobogy. Opening a new front of bilateral
engagement with Kyl at this point would be risky
and fraught with danger. However, if we carefully
connect the dots, a possible rationale for the visit
begins to appear.

The wisit is being interpreted by many analysts
s an balancing act by India, especially after Mr.
Mocdi's recent visit o Russia, which anracted
criticlsm from western powers, By engaging with
basth Russia and Ukralne, India could positlon
Itself as a newtral player in the conflict,
reinforcing ins image as a responsible global actor
commined to peace and stability while also
projecting soverelgnty in dealing with lssues of
International politics, This approach allgns with

teaches ot the Contre

Por Russian and
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on the agenda

India’s historical role as a mediator in
Inmternational conflicts, dating back to its
imvolvement in the Korean War armistice
negotiations and the Colombo Plan.

A possible broader strategy, the interests
Moreover, the visit could be pan of a broader
strmegy o play a more active role as & midiaor
or “communicator” in the language of the MEA,
Druring hiks visit o India in March, Ukrainian
Foreign Affairs Minkster Dimytro Kubeba explicitly
requested India's help in restoring “just and
lasting peace™ in Ukraine, This appeal allows
India to step into a more active role in the
negotiation, leveraging its unique position as a
country that maintains strong ties with both
Moscow and Washington. This anempt is also
Deing seem by analysts as putting welght w the
already ongoing effort from Global Souwh
s In the negotiation. India, as one of the
members of the Global South, is trying
to play its role in achieving peace in this conflict,
To understand the full implications of Mr.,
Modi's visit, it Is important 1o consider the
Interests of key international stakeholders in this
war, particularly the United States and European
countries, The U5, has consistently emphasised
that any negotiations over the Ukralnkan conflict
should only occur from a position of strength,
The recent advances by Ukrainian forces,
particularly in the Kursk region, could be
consicered as a part of this broader strategy o
negotiate from a positlon of strength, A
temporary cessation of hostilites or a limied
peace agreement facilitaed by a neutral party
such as India might serve the interests of all
parties involved. For the US,, such an outcome
could provide relief from the escalating
confliet/war while allowing U.S. President Joe
Biden to focus on other pressing foreign policy
challenges sich as the one in West Asia,
Furopean countries, meanwhile, are desperate
to see a resolution to wnilict, especially as
the war continues to hurt thelr econombes and
Increases enengy security concerns, With winter
approaching, European countries face the
prospect of further ecomomic hardship dug
energy shortages and inflatlonary pressures. A
temporary peace, even if not a comprehensive
solution, would alleviate some of these challenges
and provide 1 room for E:

the Russia-Ukraine conflict, Taking this forward,
Mr. Modi also spoke to Mr. Biden and Russian
President Viadimir Putin, probably 1o apprise
them of his visit. For Mr. Biden, bringing Russia to
the negotlation table before the end of his wenure
would represent a significant foreign pelicy
achievement, particularly in light of Mr. Trump's
statied intention o withdraw support from
Ukraine unless it agrees o negotlate with Russia.
Mr. Biden's reliance on India, which enjoys good
relations with Russia, could be crucial in
achieving this objective.

From Moscow's perspective, India represems
the best option for mediation, The long-standing
friendship between Russia and India, forged
during the Cold War and maintained through
decades of military and economic cooperation,
provides a bevel of trust that would be difficult o
replicate with ather potential mediators, even not
so with China., For Mr. Putin, engaging in
negotiations through a neutral party such as India
could offer a honourable exit from the
coillbct/war without appearing 1o surrender to
WeSIern pressure,

Impact on India
For Mr. Modi, this diplomatic initiative could be a
legacy-defining moment. Despite his conslderable
on the International stage i
nt challenges on the domestic
front, including a disappointing performance in
thie 2024 general election and growing economic
concerns, A siceessiul mediation effort in the
Russia Ukralne conflict could bolster his
reputation as a global statesman and enhance his
standing both at home and abroad.

Mr, Modi's involvement in resolving the
conflict would align with his broader vision of
Indlia as a = Vishwamitra®, a country that
contributes to global economic and technological
advancements and plays a central role in
maintaining inernational peace and security,

Despite the potential benefits of India's
Invalvement, the path to achleving even a
temporary peace in Ukraine is fraught with
challenges. Both the parties to the war have taken
masimalist positions, with either side refusing to
budge from iis st The geopolitical interests of
the U8, and Russia are deeply entrenched, and
bath POWers are unlik I:.r Lo agree on a peace deal

palicymakirs,

Among all the stakeholders, Mr. Biclen may be
the most desperate for anend 1o the war, Since
announcing his decision not to seek re-clection in
2024, Mr. Biden has focused on solidifying his
fareign policy begacy, particularly in areas where
former U, 8, President Donald Trump might
diverge significantly. Mr. Biden's decision to step
back from the presidential race could free him

proposed by the othe IT‘II.'

vl of varlous | | actors in this
war, make any negotiation process highly
complicated.

However, India’s unique position as a trusted
partner of both Russia and the West could allow it
tos Factlitate a emporary ceasefire or a limited
peace agreement that serves the immediae
Interests of all parties imvolved, Such an outcome,
w|l|-h‘ nod a permanent solution, would be a

from domestic political cc allowing him
to pairsue important diplomatie inftiatives, One
such Initlative could be brokering a solution 1w

step towards de-escalating the conflict
and providing much-needed relief to all the
parties imvolved.

Moving the spotlight to grassroots democracy

e Ebection Commission of India (ECD,
T with its track record of conducting free

and falr elections, and on time, w
Parliament anc State legislatures, has emerged as

one :lrlmkpunluu India’s most credible

Economy, wnt and Empl Its
thrust §s to boost manuifa g in the blotech-
nology sector, Since 1986, India has had a dedi-
cated department for blotechnology, and which
deserves substantial credit, For instance, the pro-
gress in vaceine development, diagnostics and bi:
ologlcals, that has bolstered Indla’s reputation as
a vaccine factory’, is due 1o the initiatives of this
Jey However, bic logy did not
quite spawn the equivalent of the IT revolution,
There is much more o an industrialised biotech.
nology sector beyond vaceines. There are billion.
dollar conglomerates today that rest on high-va-

Ve, there are 34 State Election

lue lllhr:ﬂm gene-modification technologi
erials, and highe |1m:|s|:m
. However, despite the know-how
pan resource caplial, a few Indian
biotechs have global resonance, as there are few
Tocal manufacturers who can supply Indian labo-
ratories/startups with the ingredients and devie:
e o make products, The reliance an imporns
means that India boses its International competi-
tiveness. The BloE3 policy alms to correct this,

¢ dlecades, India has funded bio-
institutions but now sees than it
needs to be golng beyond and setting up compa-
nibes, I public private partnership mode, 1o bol-
ster biotechnology manufacturing, There are six
verticals that this initiative envisages: bio-based
chemicals and enzymes; functional foods and
Smart precision biot les; eli-
mate-resilient agriculiure; carbon capture, and
Tuturistic marine and space research, Futurists
Tiawve been saying that the era of fossil-fuel indus-
trialisation ks over and humanity will have o rely
on the natural world - for food and for making
consumer products, This is to solve the global
problem of non-blodegradabibe waste and carbon
emissions, Future industries must be grounded
in environmentally benign products, and this is
Impossible without sophisticated blotechnology.
By setting up bio-foundries and bio-artificial in
telligence hubs, the policy hopes there will be
avenues for a variety of biotechnologists to con-
regate, Well intentioned this may be, but India’s
woes witl inufacturing have chronle causes,
Without establishing enabling grounds for long:
term capital investment - and these have litle 1o
do with biotechnology per se = top-down initia:
tives will have limited impact. The Biok3 policy
must be a deeply collaborative effort between
Centre and States, Rather than expeet quick res
turns, the government must provide financial
and infrastructural support over the long term.
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C imissions (SECs) that need serious attention Sriknnth
and strengthening. Viswanathan
Systemic disempowerment of SECs i:z:::f,. Contie
The SECs were brought into existence by Articles Hor Citizenship and
243K and 24327 of the Constivution (introduced Democracy
by the 73rd and Fith amendments in 1993), which
vested them with the superintendence, direction,
and control of the preparation of the electoral
rolls for, and the conduet of, all elections 1o
panchayats and urban bocal governments (ULGs).
In reality, however, SECs are increasingly
i ed and, in certain cases, even in -
litigation with their State governments. Santosh Nargund
Ina recent case, the Kamataka SEC filed a Head, Paticipatory
contempt petition agains « ke
Karnataka for on fis tothe eire
¥ in response to an earlier petition filed For Citizenship and
1o allow it to proceed with the Democracy

delimitation of panchayat raj instiutions and
conduct elections (already delayed by over three
and a half years). The Karnataka government had
assured the High Court in December 2003 that it
woukd publish the delimitation and reservation
dhetails within two weeks to enable the SEC
conduct elections, In another set of cases filed by
the Andhra Pradesh SEC and several others in
200, the Supreme Court struck down an
ordinance of Andhira Pradesh, which hindered
elections to the panchayat raj institutions,

Our analysis of the performance audits of the
implementation of the T4th Constitutional

Empowering
anl reforming
the State
Election

shows that 1,560 out of 2,240 urban local
govermments (F0%) did not have an ebected
council at the time of the CAG audit, The CAG, in
it Karnataka report, observed that the
disempowerment of SECs is, more often than not,
the cause for delays in on time elections. Such
delays undermine local governments and erode
the trust of citizens in these important public
institwtions,

Janaagraha's Annual Survey of India's City
Systems (ASICS), 2023 shows that only 1 out of 34
States and Union Territories have empowers
SECs to conduct ward delimitation. These States
and Union Territories (namely, the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Dadra
and Nagar Havell, Daman and Diu, Gujarat,
Himiachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala,
Ladakh, Maharashtra, and West Bengal) account
for anly 35% of India’s population, as in the 2001
Census,

Electoral reforms to strengithen third tler
Regular and fair elections to local governments
are non-negoetiable for meaningful grass-roots
democracy and ensuring effective first-mile
service delivery in the cities and the villages of
the country, The requirement to conduct
elections before the expiry of the five-year term
of elected local governments is a constitutional
mandate and must be as sacrosanct as the
elections to the Lok Sablia and Vidhan Sabhas, To
ensure this, SECs must be fully empowered on all
matters of local government elections, on a par
with the Election Commission of India, as
observed by the Supreme Court in Kishan Singh
Tomar vi Municipal Corporation of the City of
Ahimedabad and Others (2006), The following

reforms are & must in order to bring about this

with the Election Commission of India in terms of
transparency and independence in constitution
and appointment, Notwithstanding the recent
dilution in the case of the Election Commission of
Incdia, can we not aspire toa three-member SEC
which s appointed by a committee tha
comprises thie Chief Mindster, Leader of
Opposithon in the Legislative Assembly (Vidhan
Sabha), and the Chief Justice e High Coun? A
State government-appointed SEC is just not
working. The Unien government should amend
the Tih Constitutional (Amendment) Act in this
cOomtest,

Second, the deliml
and reservations of seats
at fixedd intervals, say once in 10 years. The
absence of this check can lead to State
governments acting arblirarily, causing undue
delays in elections 1o local governments,

Third, the powers of ward delimitation and
reservation of seats for local governments must
be vested in the SECs, Further, the SECs mist be
entrusted with reservations to the positions of
mayorsfpresidents, deputy
mayors/vice-presid of the local gove
say once in 10 years, where applicable, I-Il.-uions
tor these positions are delayed inordinately after
Tocal elections as State governments fall 1o
publish the reservation roster 1o these positions
o time,

Finally, malpractices by presiding officers
appointed by the State governments have also
emerged - an example is the election of the
Mayor in the Chandigarh Municipal Corporation
Council in 2024, SECs, therefore, should possibly
be entrusted with the election of mayors,
presidems, chalrpersons, and standing
commitees,

it Act by the Ce Hler and Commissions change:
Auditor General (CAG) of India across 18 States are eruchil steps First, there is a need to bring SECs on a par The views expeessad are personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
President's anguish ouster of the Mamata live with a sense of pride, Thee remark made by the prominent issue as students | stress contribute to
The rape and the murder of | Banerjee-led goverament In | freedom and confidence, Prosident, that ‘encugh is face rising academic, soclal, | depression. There ks a need
a trainee lady doctor at the West Bengal? This is an R, Shvakumar, enough', has not come a and financial pressures. for comprehensive mental
R.G, Kar Medical College unanswered question inthe | Chennal day too soon. But her words | There Is stress. There are health-care systems that

and Hospital, Kolkata is an minds of the people.
unpardonable erime, Tharcius §. Fernando,
It Is. heartening that the Chemnal

President of India (Page 1,
“Counter mindset that sees.
women as less capable:

Rising crimes against

Women are a jolt to society.

Rarely does. an incumbent
first citizen of the country
express hisfher concerm
over incidents that have an
adverse impact on the

would have carried greater

burnouts. According to the

can support students

moral authasity had she American College Health hedistically. Institutions
referred to the atrecities in Assoclation, 60% of must invest more in mental
Manipur and crimes in students were reported to health resources to reduce
BJP-ruled States. have felt anxiety and 40% the stigma assaciated with
G. David Milton, experienced depression that | mental iliness and create an

Murma®, August 29) has We have a fundamental well-being of society. Maurthancods, Tamd Hadu was severe enough to environment where
declared that "enough Is duty to contribute towards The phease ‘enough ks impact daily college life, students feel comfortable
enough”. However, could bringing order to ensure enough’ is apt and cogent. Mental health on Academic pressure, a lack secking help.

the ruling party at the dignity and respect for V. Johan Dhanakumar, Mental health on college of support, personal Jessica Olive,

Centre be gunning for the women, so that they can Channal campuses has become a challenges and financial Chennal
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Net worth of Adani,
the wealthiest Indian
as per Hurun 2024 list
ll 6 in ¥ Lakh crore. Gautam
Adani's net worth shot up

L 95% to 2116 lakh crore

last year, which helped him replace

Mukesh Ambani to become the richest
Indian. e

What are the different components of the ¢

THE

Number of Afghan
refugees living in
Pakistan: UN

soon launch the second

2 l phase of repatriation of

Aghan refugees. It had launched the fist
round of repatriation of "undecumented
aliens” in November last year, e

in million. Pakistan will

The SIM cards seized
during ATS telephone
exchange bust

The Maharashira
3,788

Anti-Terrarism
Squad (ATS) busted an illegal telephone

exchange in Pune, which caused revenue
loss 1o the Telecom department. »

R HINDU

The number of people
who have died in the
Gujarat floods

Of those who died, some were
hit by falling trees, Rivers have

than 30,000 peopde have fled their homes,
About LA56 prophe were rescued by
disaster and army officials, we

burst thelr banks. and more

Follow us €} facebook.com/thehindu © twitter.com/the_hindu (@] instagram.com/the_hindu

Analysing the Gender Budget of

ender Budget Statement? Have instances of missing allocatio

the Gender Budget? How should these anomalies be rectified by the government?

EXPLAINER

Fona Mitra
Sonakshi Chawdhry
Sruthi Kutty

The story so far:
omen-hed development
remains at the core of
announcements made by
the Finance Minister (FM)
in this year's Budget. This commitment to
women empowerment was reflected in
allocations to pro-women
nmes, as reported by the Gender
11\‘ GB reached

1% of G hl‘(*s‘l
first thme, and ovel
currently stand a
for PrO-WOImen programimes.

What is the reason for the increase?
The GBS, since it was first introduced in
200506, consistently reported an average
share of 5% of the wial budgetary
allocations, with marginal ups and

diowns. This year ks special as the share of
allocations to pro-women schemes stands
at approximately 6.8% of the total budget
expenditure for 2024-25, which i
abave the usual trends ancd marks a
prositivee dig O SL0S g,

The increase in GB allocations are
diriven by two factors, A part of this
increase has been on account of the
newly included Pan *C rd part in the
GBS that reports pro-women schemes
with bess than 30% provisioning for
women, The PM Kisan scheme in the
agriculture sector has been reported in
part C with an outlay of 25,000 crore,
This is 25% of the 1otal outlay of the
programme. The second factor driving
the overall incre i

expenci
allocation for women.

Part A had previously constituted
o of overall allocations reported in
202223, Since BE 202324,
pdden increase in the

Figure 1: The allocations under part Aand
the share in the total Budget

Part A reports expenditures in schemes with 100% altocation for women, Since BE 2023-24, there

has been a sudden increase in the llocations in pan A

B Alocstions to part A in 1 erore)
-0 Share of part A v the total Gender Bud
1,20,000
1,00,000

80,000

20001% 19.91%
60,000
_ﬂ:n W
40,000

[ l I .

201920 2000:21

allocations in part A that raised the share
of pro-women schemes with 100%
allocations for women to almost 40%
(figure 1). This was mainly due to a change
In the reporting where the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yo
urbsan - started gewing reflected
instead of part B. Pant B of the GBS
reponts programmes with allocations of
F0-99% for women. Heng
PMAY was reported earlier. Beginning last
he entire allocation of 80,670

1 PMAY for 2024-25BE has been
reported under part A thus driving the up
allocatior ch reporting of PMAY may
not be entirely accurate as not all
benehciaries are women,

Have there been other instances of
over-reportingfunder-reporting?
Over-reporting may also be found in other
instances such as the PM |

ition Programmse
alms to assist entrepre
micro businesses in the ¢
The GBS reported an allocation of 3920
wrare or 40% of the total allocation o
PMEGP, without provicling any

02122

10.44%

H36%

202223

Wryi4 202425

The Gender Budget Statement
consistently reported an average
share of 5% of the total budgetary
allocations, with marginal ups
and downs, This vear is special as
the share of allocations to
pro-women schemes stands at
approximately 6.8% of the total
budget expenditure for 2024-25

explanation for such reporting,

On the other hand, missing allocations
often deflate the amount spent by
PIOETANMINES 0N WOmen's needs, For
example, this year for the first time the
entire allocation to the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) is reflected in
part A of the GBS, indicating that 100% of
its ountlay ks chedicated to women and girls,
which is technically correct and should
have been done earlier, In 2023-24BE,
only 50% of the scheme’s total outlay
used o be reflected in part B of the
The GBS this year has also correctly
reported increased allocations for the
Ministry of Electronics & IT. But it missed

On the controversy over lateral
entry into the civil services

Why dlicd the Prime Minister’s Office intervene and withdraw the advertisement regarding lateral entry for
different positions in government? What is a spoils system and how does it work?

Rangarajan, R

The story so far:
The Union Public Service
Commission (LUPSC) ha
withdrawn its advertisement
pe g to lateral
recruliment for 45 posts of Jolnt
Secretaries (15), Directors and Deputy
Secretaries (DS) in the government, This
follows objections ralsed by coalition
partners ancl the Opposition as well as the
imtervention of the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) about the need for reservation in
such lateral recruitment,

What is merit versus spoils system?
Merit system entails appolniments to
government posts after a rigorous
selection process by an independent
authority, In India, this commenced in
the year 1858 when the British introduced
Inclian Civil Service (1CS) 1o select

for add istering the country,
ependence, the UPSC condugts

:" .

lect officers for IAS, 1PS and
er central services. The merit system is
almed ar budlding career bureaucrats who
pected to function without any
il beanings and provide
lent advice to the incumbent
le e

The spolls system on the other hand
works on ihe adage ‘io the victor belong
thee spoils. 1t ks a system where the
political executive appolnis lis
SUpporters o various posts in the
government. 1t has its origins ||II|!t'U .
and continued until 1883
replaced largely by a merit system, At

ral government posts, only around
4,000 senlor posts are directly appointed
Ty the President

What s lateral entry?

1AS and other central service off

mare than 15 years of experience are
e posted as 5 to head va

departments. It is a cutting-edge post

where the officers prepare cabinet notes,
handle parliamentary questions, lialse
with officers nrullnr ministries and State
Bovern
Lateral entry is wlu-n cm-cmlws from

<|J:|>ui||l(~d [0 “lllm’d nd Illllldlt
management positions in the
government, There have been instan
of lateral entrants who were techin
being appointed at secretary level posts
since independence. Notable examples
include former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, economist Montek
ngh Ahluwalia, agriculture schentist M5,
inathan ete. The Second
Mlmlnmr.nlw Reforms Commission
{1:005! and the NITI Aayog in 2007 had

so recommended Literal entrants o
]‘lll'lﬂsp“. lalised knowledge and skills
|Illlix(l\'l'llli|"ﬂ.‘.

What are the pros and cons?
Lateral entry brings with it certain

reported by experts with respect to

out reporting pro-women allocations in

the schemes for women entrepreneurs

such as PM Vishwakarma, SVANidhi, and

‘&l.u\sl U I,

paitheer instanee, the Mahatma

(, 1dl|| Natbonal Rural Employment

which

5 the Ilnr:lllmln-s! alloscation :lmnn.;,

schemes for women in the GBS,

currently reported v NJll]).II'[ Iiwhh
]

i
2023, and should have received
commensurate wages from the wial
vet only 33.6%
reflected in the GBS,

‘What next?
These anomalies can be minimised by
incorporating explanations for the entries
made in the GBS, Incorporating
explanations for allecations in GBS would
not only ensure accou curacy but
willl help in gender aud nd provide
pathways for improved gender outcomes
in government programmes, Several
wears of advocating for improved

reporting in the GES by experts Is
reflected in the inclusion of a third part.
bove anomalies in reporting are

thie GBS sl not having

sclentific and systematic approach.
Efforts to reduce misreporting and
s evident,
but there is s way 1o go. The
need for including rationale is also o
maintain that detailed reporting is
mere exercise in increasing the qu.
ol allocations reported for women's
development ~ it is to ensure aciu
spending for women in all government
programmes, that are well planned and
ned to include women's needs from
{ der responsive
budgeting is a powerful tool to close the
gender gaps in an economy,

Sona Mitra and Sruthi Kutry work with
. an initiative of LEAD at Krea
University, and Sonakshi Chawdhry works
af The Qurantim Hub (TQH Consulting),

on for niche areas nf
merging technologies,
semiconductors, climg g, ligital
economy, cyber security e1c. Second, it
results in infusion of Irull ideas from
experts to relnvigorate the system. Third,
ivalso has the potential of making career
bureaucrats more responsive thereby
bringin, positive change.
However, it has its own set of
significant limix The domain
expertise and spe tion of IAS officers
is their field experience that is hard 1o
Tl y outside entr: . There can be
coordination issues with career
bureaucr
opadgue
while hiring recruits from private sector.

‘What can be the way forward?
Notable lateral entrants in the pas have
been appointees at the se ary bevel
which is the highest position in
government departments, At this level,
the lateral entrant will be capable of

i g policy decisions. Their
performance will also be subjected
greater scruting. Even I[mpmlnl NS are
1o be macke at mol J

15, Directors and DS posts, it almul:l be in
line with public policy.

In his book The Tyramny of Merit,

palitical philosopher Michae el
discusses the flaws of placing o much
emphasks on merit withow pursuing
equity, Hence, appointment at these
levels should coalesce technical

Fine on Air India for
not redressing flight
cancellations

In  lakh, The Director General
lo of Civil Aviation imposed this

penalty on Al India Express for
non-payment of compensation to
passengens of cancelled Rights. »

COMPILED B THE HIFEU DATA TEAM

2024-25

THE GIST

-

The GB reached 1% of GDP
estimates in 2024-25 for the
first time, and overall
allocations currently stand at
more than 13 Lakh crose for
IO WOMEN PrORrammes.

-

The increase in GB allacations
arg diiven by two lactors, A
pant of this increase has been
on account of the newly
included Part °C,' a third pan in
th GBS that reports
pro-women schemes with less
than 30% provisloning for
WO,

-

Thit second factor driving the
averall increase is the
Increment in part A of the GBS.
Pait A reports expenditures in
schemis with 100% allocation
for wamen.

competence with reservation and social
Justice, Therefore, the intervention from
the PMO in the recent eplsode is
welcome,

Hewever, excessive focus on lieral
entrants is missing the larger piciure, The
Issues plaguing the system cannot be set
right with just a handiul of lateral recruits,
While there can be genuine gricvances

about the red-tapism, inefficiency and
cormuption in administration, it is equally
true that career bureaucrats work ina

challenging environ oe
governments deal with public money, the
system is bound by a plethora of rules,
Government performs varlous roles
where the objectives are intangible, which
the private sector would not do.
Compounding these operational
challenges is excessive political
interference. A merit system le:u.
orphed into a spoils system s a serious
ey and various

e

Auu:ru:my of career bureaueras is
fal for their effective functioning.
includes reasonable independence
with respect to postings, tenures and
transfers, In this regard, as per Supreme
Court judgment in the 3
Subramanian case (200
Boards headed by top bureauc rats should
b effectively constinmed and
strengthened at the Centre and States.

Rangarajan, R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified. Views
expressed are personal,
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On wings of microlight aircraft, helping birds find lost routes

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI AUGUST 29

HOW DO you teach a migratory bird where
to fly to? This was the question facing con-
servationists trying to re-establish the
northern bald ibis — known for its distinc-
tive black-and-green plumage, bald red
head and long curved beak — in the wild in
Europe.

These birds — known in
German as Waldrapp — once
soared over much of Europe, the
Micldlle East, and northem Africa.
By the 17th century, they were

rHLtrM:ly hunted o i:xtlnrmn m the wild,
lya fewc Morocro
and Symia.

Over the last two decades, breeding and
rewilding efforts have bome Fruit. Biologist
Johannes Fritz and his fstria-hased conser-
wvation group Waldrappteam have brought
the bird's population in central Europe from
zeroto almost 300 since 2002

But these birds, born of ancestors raised
im zoos, do not instinctively know where to

lmgﬁlrm inwinter. Early N:mtrnducncm at-
tempts they 20 to suit-
ablewintering grounds, and perished in the
cold. This led conservationists to adopt a fas-
cinating new strategy.

Flying with birds
Inspired by the 1996 film Ay Away Home
inwhich the protagenist pilots a tiny air-
plane to show orphaned geese their migra-
tory path, Waldrappteam's scientist “foster
rents” use ultralight aircraft

EXPLAINED :’:Irad young birds down long

migration routes.
To prepare for the journey,
days-old chicks are removed
fromtheir i i to
human foster parents with whom they bond
and develop a trusting relationship.

Wi take good care of them and see that
they are healthy birds... Also, we interact
with them." Barbara Steininger, a
Waldrappteam foster mother, told The
Associated Press. Steininger and other foster
parents sitting in the aircraft wave at the
birds and encourage them as they fly over
alpine meadows and foothills.

THESE WORDS MEAN
JIU-JITSU, AIKIDO

Two martial arts which trace their origin in Japan, and
are popular around the world for self-defence

RAHUL GANDHI, the Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha, on Thursday
said that he had “a daily routine of prac-
tising jiu-jitsu every evening” during his
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra which saw him
imteract with young boys and girls.

“0ur goal was to introduce these
young minds to the beauty of the ‘Gentle
Art’ — a harmonious blend of meditation,
Jiu-jitsu, Aikido, and non-violent conflict
resolution techniques,” hie posted on 3.

Rahul Gandhi during one of his

Jujutsu, the ‘gentle art’
Afamily of inating in

yatra's martial arts sessions. rr

Japan, jujutsu translates to“gentle art™ —
" means “soft| supple/ gentle” and
“jutsu” means " art{technigque”. Jiu-jitsu is
asomewhat inaccurate (in terms of pro-
nunciation ). albeit popular Rormanisation
ofthe Japanese word.

Jujutsu likely originated in late 16th
century Japan, during the age of the samu-
rai — Japan‘swarrior class which held sig-
nlhcanrpulllu:almrhctwrcnrlw 12th

wvinlenoe or aggression. This is why thene
areno aikido competitions. Rather, prac-
titioners carry out demonstrations, and
engage in anumberof practices for their
holistic mental and physical growth.
Some have criticised aikidos worth as
areal-world fighting tochnicue, arguing
that aikido practitioners cannot hold their
owm against other, more walcnt foems of

in 2022,

SUKRITA BARUAH
GLWAHATIL AUGUST 29

THE ASSAM Legislative Assembly on
Thursday passed the Assam Compulsory
Registration of Muslim Marriages and
Divorces Bill, 2024, a proposed law with the
stated objectives of preventing “child mar-
riages” and “marriages without the consent
of the parties”, and to “check polygamy”™.

Thee AssamAssembly also nepealed an ex-
isting #9-year-old Act for the registration of
Muslim marrizges and divorces in the state,
confirming an Ordinance promulgated five
maonths ago.

The now-repealed law
The registration of marriages and di-

and 19th centuries. 5al

fighting. O e ieL

Muslims in Assam had been

weloped various grappling and self-de-
fence technigues for situations in which
they were disarmed during battle.

Sinoe striling with bare hands against
armoured samurai was ineffective. practi-

tralising the nppuncnr in the form of pins,
Joint locks, and throws Atthe heart of these
techniques was the principle of manipu-
i By against them,
rather than directly opposing it
Aikido, a jujutsu derivative
Aikide is anoffshoot of jujutsu, which
wwas developed by martial artist Morihei
Ueshibain the early 20th century, Aikido
[iterally means the “way of harmonising
energy”, and its goal is to defend oneself
while not hurting the opponent. Aikido
practitioners, thus, deflect strikes rather
than overpower their adversary, and try
to “match the opponent’s force”,
According to Ueshiba's teachings, an
aikido practitioner’s primary goal is to
overcome oneselfrather thancultivating

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

Frebuicen Mim

discipline that it inculcates are important
niotjust for self-defence but alsoas life skills.

Jujutsu's many offshoots

Jujutsu also boasts many other off-
shoots, both originating in Japan and else-
where in the world. These include:

M Judo, which was developed inthe
late 19th century from several traditional
styles of jujutsu, and became an Olympic
spart in the 1964 Tokyo Games;

W5ambo, developed by the Soviet Red
Army in the 19205 to improve soldiers'
hand-to-hand combat abilities:

W Brazilian jiu-jitsu was developed in
the 19205, and is today one of the most
popular self-defence styles, which re-
wolves around the principle of a smaller,
weaker person defeating a bigger,
stronger opponent with the helpoflever-
age and weight distribution; and

W Mixed martial arts{ MMA] the most
popular combat sport today, borrows
heavily from jujutsu and other styles
which it has influenced. ENS

Pk co Moy

T Months + B Menths MSF

16™ SEFTEMBER 2024
b mand L

2Years + 8 Months MSP
9™ SEPTEMBER 2024

5 Maonths.
ZT™ SEPTEMBER 2024

taking place under the colonial-era Assam
Muslim Marriage and Divoroe Registration
Act, 1935,

This Act was in line with Muslim personal
law, and authorised the state to grant a li-
cence to"any person, being a Muslim” to reg-
ister such marriages and divorces, There
weere 95 such Muslim registrars or kazis
across the state, and they wene deemed o be
public servants.

Govt's rationale for repeal
The Cahinet decided to scrap the law in
February this year. In March, the government

“It's an almost surreal experience, to be
up there in the sky with these birds, experi-
encing them in the air, perfectly shaped for
flying. It'sa touching and extraordinary expe-
rience,” Fritz told The Guardian.

Climate challenge

Initially, the birds were taught to fly from
Bavaria to Tuscany in central ltaly. This was
the route that wild Waldrapps in central
Europe historically flew. The first independ-
ent migration took place in 2011, and many
birds have since flowwn on the moughly 550-
km route.

But the effects of climate change have:
meant that these birds are now flying later
in the season. This leads them to cross the
Alps in colder, more dangerous weather,
and without the help of warm currents of
air that rise upward and enabile Alying birds
o) COMSETVE ENETEY.

This is why Waldrappteam pioneered a
mew, albeit much longer route last year, from
Bavaria to Andalusia in southern Spain. This
year's route is roughly 2,800 km, about 300
km longer than last year's. Fritz set off car-
lier this month with a flock of 36 birds from

ssam’s Muslim marriage law

Bill passed by the Assembly seeks to prevent child marriage, check polygamy, and end the role of kazis in
the process of registration of marriages. Some have called the new procedure needlessly complex

Assam Chiel Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma in Guwahati on Wednescay. rn

an airfield in Paterzell in upper Bavaria. The
Jjourney will be completed in early October,

Blueprint for others

Global warming threatens plant and an-
imal species around the world. For migratory
birds that undertake lengthy journeys to find
ideal ecological conditions and habitats for
feeding, breeding, and raising their young,
climate change poses particular challenges.

Studu:s shnwgr.lha] Warmingis alhcnng

th routes

exposing birds to new environments and
conditions, affecting availability of food and
habitat, and disrupting interactions between
species. Some bind species have chosen not
tomigrate altogether, or to migrate to loca-
tions where they become invasive species,
posing threats to others.

‘Thisis why the conservation of the north-
ern bald ibis is significant. “This method
which we've developed with the bald ibisis
urgently needed for an inm:a:ing number
of other migratory bird spv.‘nrs. " Fritz told
The Guardian, adding that this is “a flagship
project which indicates what is possible”,

WITHINPUTS FROM THE AP

riages will prevail over the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2008, This is a question
om which different High Courts have made
differing ohservations.
Debate in the House
Aminul Islam, MLA of the opposition
ANDF from Mankachar, questioned the need
torepeal the 1935 Actifthe primany objective:
child marriages — thisabj
tive could have been achieved by amending
Sections 8 and 10.of the ald Act, he said.
Islam argued that tlu: 1935 Act had been
10

istratbon under HIL‘ Act compulsory; it I|a:|
been voluntary originally.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
not have sufficed, and that the govern-
ment’s intention was also to end the role
of the kazis. He referred to the govern-
ment's crackdown against child marriages
last year, inwhich more than 4,000 people
had been arrested — mostly men wha had
married

Thursday regulates marriage between two
Muslim persons which “includes ‘nikah’ or
any other ceremony by which two persons
are made husband and wife following
Muslim personal lavw and Islamic: rmJa]s

W There is no robe for kazis in regi

the Registrar. If the Registrar after inguiry re-
fuses tosobemnize the marriage, the Bill pro-
vides for bwo stages of appeal, to the District
chlstlarand then, the Registrar General of

ing officers must act if they

marnagcs under the new lawe The register-
1n.g officer shall be the government's

nutified an Ordinance repealing the 1935 Act
with immediate effect. There has been no
fmar-
riages and divorces between Muslims in
Assam since then.

On Thursday, the Assembly passed the
Assam Repealing Bill, 2024 to replace the
Ordinance.

d Divorce Registrar in that juris-

diction, who is the Sub-Registrar.
B For a marriage to be registered under
the new law, seven conditions mast Ix: [ul—

find that either of the parties is underage. If
the officer makes this discovery during the
scruting of documents, she must immedi-
ately report it to the jurisdictional Child
Marriage Protection Officer appointed un-
der the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act,

filled. Important among these

thewoman shuuldha\rraM|mdlﬂyrarsud
ape and the man 21 years of age before the
marriage; “the marriage has been solem-

The govemnment for do-
ing away with the 1935 Act was that it al-
bowed the registration of marriages of and
between minors.

It had in particular pointed to Section 8
of the repealed Act that Lay down the proce-
dure to make an application to the registrar,
which said, *..proviced that if the bride and
groom, or both, be minors, application shall
b made on their behalf by their respective
lawful guardians..”.

Section 10 of the Act, which laid down the
procedure for making entries in the marriage
register, had the same provision.

Features of the new law
The Bill passed by the Assembly on

b ies”; at beast
ome of the parties must be resident within
the district of the Marriage and Divorce
Registrar for 30 days before giving notice of
registration to the officer; an:l the parties

2008, it all relevant records “for
the effective prosecution of persons contra-
vening the provisions of the.. .f\ct and for ini-
tiating appropriate begal acti
B An officer who lmuwmgly and wil-
fully” registers a marriage that violates amy
of the conditions is liable to be imprisoned
for up toa year and fined up to Rs 50,0000
l Thv: Bill states that ns provisions “shall

and religious functionaries who had sol-
emnized these marriages.
“.We found that the kozis register child
marriages.. When the cases came up in the
High Court, they said that they have the
power to register child marriages..and_the
High Court gave thembail because kzis have:
the power to register child marriages under
the Muslim Marrage and Divorce
Registration Act.. [t means that they (kazis)
are not opposed to child marriage in princ-
ple.” the chiefminister said, adding that reg-
istration by a government officer will in-
crease accountability.

Sarma referred to the Supreme Court’s
2006 verdict in Seerma vs. Ashwani Kumarin
which the court had directed the central and
state governments to ensure compulsory
registration of marrages. “That means that
thi
getting marriages registered. The state can't
rely on a kozi arrangement h:lt.hls h.c said,

shall not be within the degree of
relationship as per Muslim law.

BThe partiesare required to give the reg-
istering officer at beast 30 days" notice before
the intended registration, with documents
attesting to theiridentities, age, and place of
residence, This provision is similar toone in
the Special Marriage Act.

laws.” However, mdclMusIlm personal law,

it ks as “priv
Islam also said that the simpler pI'DCI:‘S!
of registering under the older Act had been

the marriage of a bride 1 pu-
berty is considered valid — and puberty is
presumed, in the absence of evidence, on
completion of the age of 15 years. Earlier this

manth, the Supreme Court agrl:td toanearly

W Obijec allowed  hearingof Naticnal
within the 30-day pcrlod an gmunds ofvie-  for tlu: T‘Jmctm of Child Rgl\h secking an
lation of any of the ¢ d o in proncuncement on whether

the Bill, which will then be inquired into by

Muslim personal law allowing child mar-

muone complex one, drawn from
the provisions of the Special Marrage Act.

“Muost of the provisions have been drawn
from the Special Marriage Act which is an
option for inter-religious marrages... [t can
b terrible..to make the registration of mar-
riages bebween bwo Muslims sodifficult,” he
said, pointing out that “lakhs of people™
would be impacted.

BJP allegations against Kharge family: the land and the row in Bengaluru
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I.EADEROF Opposition in the Karnataka
it Council Chal

What is this piece of land, and how was
itallotted?

In February this year, the Karnataka
Industrial Area Development Board (KI-

spread across industrial areas in 12 districts.
The CA site at the centre of the contro-

In its appllcatlun to K]J\DE tlw: trust
fiog-profit

with February 23 asthe |

asked for the Chsite

raining insti-

wersy isa S-acre plat at the Hi
and .i\l:mspan: i"alk Phase-1 (Hardwam:

ct The land

ADB) issued a notification for of

swam)l on Wednesday asked Governor
Thawanchand Gehlot to dismiss state minis-
ter Privank Kharge for allegedly "snatching
away yet another opportunity from deserv-

civic (CA) plots in il ar-
as set up by it. The applicants had to sat-
isfy various criteria to be eligible for the al-
Iotment of these sites.

The CA sites were meant for centres of
research and iom, and

amenities at the park to be allocated undn'

ing 5C [Scheduled Caste] entrepreneurs”™.

Kharge, the son of Congress

finicalin-

Mallikarjun Kharge, is Karnatalea's minister
for IT/BT and Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj. The BJP has alleged a “scam™
in the allotment of a five-acre parcel of land
identified for civic amenities (CA) inan in-
dustrial park near Bengaluru airport to a
trust run by the Kharge family.

Priyank is a trustee of the beneficiary
Siddhartha Vihar Trust, and his brother
Rahul Kharge is the chairman,

stitutes; educational institutions; offices of
government or public sechor units; ete. As
per a government order issued in
Movember 2023, the CA plots were to be
givenon a 10-year lease-cum-sale basis.

M total 24.1 per cent of the total sites area
developed by the KIADB is reserved for
YJ’,I‘SI' entreprencurs from the state, This

the allot-

yea
mr:ntuf 193 CA sites reserved for SCs/ STs,

matancmmdm!ufllecmm The
promoters were supposed to put in Rs 10
crore, and another Rs 10 crore was to be
raised in loans. The skill development cen-

accoding this srmall 14-
day window was to “make sure no one
knew about it”,

The State Level Single Window
Oearance Committee reviewed the appli-

lawr us from applying for the
sites?" he said.

Priyank, appl
received for 43 of the 193 sites. "Were there
other applicants for the site, and were we
unduly favoured? We have been running
Where

the SCquaota, tre, which ted to be

headed by Rahul Kharge, re-
‘What is the Siddhartha EXPLAlNED portedly had plans to collab-
Vihar Trust POLITICS | orate with the Indo-German
ask fior a CAsite? Training Centre,

Apart from Mallikarjun Kharge's sons
Rahul and Priyank, the Congress president
himself is a trustee, as is his son-in-law,
Radhakrishna, who is the Congress Lok
Sabha MF from Gulbarga. The Siddhartha
Wihar Trust built the popular Buddha Vihar
womplex, a Buddhist spiritual centre spread
over 24 acres off Sedam Road outside
Kalaburagi [formerly Gulbarga)in northern
Kamnataka.

The Trust had sought either a 2.17-acre
AM-3 plot or a 5-acre AM-4 plot at the in-
dustrial park. Under the lease-cum-sale
agreement, the price of the plot in question
was Rs 2.8 crore per acre.

What has the BJP alleged?
TheBjP i | alkegedir-

cations on March 4,. andrhclmufallmcﬁ the trust for the past two decades.
was cleared is the queid p 7 he said.
l:g,'lndustmlenlslurMBPa.tll According F the BJP:

y's laint to the T i 55.and the
Guw:mur allucatlonwthl: Kharges whcn controversy had been “pre-scripted” to
Priyank is aminister ilise the govemment.

of interest, "a criminal breach of trust™, ,am:l
a"breach of {the minister's) oath”.

‘What s the Kharges’ defence?
At a press conference on

It has been pointed out that in the last
da_',sol'hsawarq Bommai's B}'.I‘wmmnr

last year, Led, whic
by then Industries Minister Murugesh
Nirani, received aRs 3691 crore

Priyank challenged the BJP to identify any
illegality in I:Iu: allocation of the CA to the

regularities in KIADE's allocation of CA sites.
Applications were invited on February §

project to expand the capacity of its sugar
plant in Bagalkot district.

The in-principle approval came on
March 29,2023, IlwdayrlmMDddCMcd

trustfora centre.
‘W have not sought any sul:s}dy nor
1t for the sites. I Conduct
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Tales from the hinterland

Signs of rural recovery still feeble,a
sustained pick-up needs policy push

F‘I'l_l R[N.‘INING SUBDUED furmr two and a half years
pri havegota
push from rural d d th

ity of this “revival in rural " as ach ledged b
the Reserve ﬂankuflndla[llﬂl]mns.hlguslbulkﬂn,lsshﬂmbegzuged
and verified. Certain data points like a sustained contraction in work
demand under the national rural employment guarantee scheme
(NREGAlm mnenl months andevmlhewlahwmdmmufnualfam‘.l

ion (d d to the urban variety,which th i

basedcm,have ﬁallhn}'nrnmnne,lheyearm yeardedme in NREGA
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@® ADDING TEETH
Union defence minister Rajnath Singh
Along with economic prosperity, we need a
strong military, Our government is wiorking
on mission mode to ensure that our soldiers
possess top-quality weapons and platforms
made on Indian soil

® DPDP DEMAND
PRIVACY RELATED REGULATIONS UNDERSCORE THE NEED FOR A MORE NUANCED APPROACH

Data deletion is costly

e Crmdscnome . GY ANAND BHUSHAN
mentofthe Digital Fessonal | SURABHI BHANDARI
2023_11-'1“321? ion aims (DPDR) Az, vely, visiting professor and Fulbright
dm'hhla‘u mmm Scholar and assstant dean, Hm;“;;‘:::

inchuding,
ing-Butit presents a paradox samplll’y

byddnughm:’mamafclﬁuempam
and social media content. They analyse
data fix files of key fig-
wwpﬂtmmmm

M.rnm!a'l‘hﬁbdpsmwnplﬂ

nine hsi ="‘-"lu|||lymay g todo with ing reg g of stories and present them in engaging
the higher transfers fha Thnion dur- Larly th mslcﬁoms{?lands{si m i footpri et x.mlymi:_ m,""".f.:a.’-’d web
the mh(gedelemmphasqheddﬁmekhanfmlgsem ularly throt ] T B d % F ) L a - ng
WMF mddwe'l.'lpmvetnbe entand 1nQ3 Mwmﬂﬂn&{m Hm,damddetbnpmsxthmm Indi Courts accept e mic doc g
sd el Oyt Ciiroioe | ot oy | e
by 49 each on year, compared with 1.8% and 1.5% respectively in the llectedis no long, tions,Consider an influencerwithasub. | histories and and.‘ln—ﬂﬂnlﬁlﬁ_vme der) b i
year-ago periods. This signifies that the broader consumption segment a crucial question: Does the DPDP Act, in mndalﬂ:lleug.M the years, she ¥ mation, g the fl
haw!enaslmmmvuydnne&esmﬂhaﬂhslﬁm],bmhighfw F idual pri _ the  build g Nagpur has experienced inanaly- news and
quency indicators like shuggish passenger-carand fast- mngmnsunm mdmmm\sﬂsﬂm audience. D ch her obileph L"“‘ew"‘-h"“”d“sml"l
gnudssales belheﬂdylﬂdlﬂhﬂslilmlllgﬂfmblll phﬂarmismqnhadmeufm'amnda danandaudnnmdmkadlpstbatm
may iy b anir mmmmmdmw tory data deletion, leading dof However, . T \gesposed
Theprimarysector”comprising farming and mining grew colsb-  limited and many by peiy ulai ch as th
Wdﬂ:;r:fmwb: s ﬁiﬁ"-rh‘_m-"“’-“"”1"“"-Il e meov- Mmghlﬂnmpe,m targeted | oratons and nteractons Asaresuitshe | resultn prolonged periods of analysis. | DFDPACL, underscoretheneed oramore
eryis short. u consumption may th Extended data retention periods are cru- nuaumhppmhﬂ:atpuw
to show k It would be listic to expect the rural t.lm,mllwd] intentioned, pose chal-  storytelling aspect of her brand, the his- cialfory g digital cri T shile supy privacy
demand to be strong and abiding, without ensuring that the terms of lenges for businesses, They overlook the ma'}lﬂnt hg]lplai establish and alding law enforce- ‘*J ‘I". tal b g areas like
trade remain in favour of farmers for longer periods byadd.lensmg the uility of existing data in driving the Sty nd oo Mandating data mt'mhwddem‘m User-centricplatiorms. and
umnug user- pers er
suuctuﬂllns.uzsafﬂwemnmnyﬂlatmnsmdlhemml s e perh de iy erased, and brands that she _uu\.!mowld probes, compromises secu- To achieve this balance, we need to
While ypolicy tive sup- bauﬂls,aﬁa:ﬁughﬂuﬂmm- collaborated with nowfind  hinder j lists'  rity, trust | focuson three key areas. First, we should
ply-side interventions to come to their aid and rein in the recalcitrant ers,and quisiti it challenging to trace the tblityuucm inonline platforms. use better technology that keeps per-
food inflation, government policies must keep the longer-term objective P successof past campalgresor inf losingits
of balancing the interests of farmers and consumers, Export restrictions Impact of data on g -term imp vital “ﬂn Comg in l 'n::l.immusi.ngmdmd:
on raw and food including nsany rice varieties where India s user experience of their association, leading d"'ﬂ'*‘ﬂ the flow ammmr.mo.c_m‘ry | that hide personal denlli.i through
an influential global supplier are out of sync with the larger economic In Md,*’:lﬂhfnp&“m - m!\;hn:x_!ioppmmlthm authentic news mt v, " b/ b“lw‘:!:
ﬁ;“"w‘uﬂm‘lmmmmmdmem cusmnw]qmlly,aninl&mnphyn Industries with slow-mov _ vated by data rklehon to make it easier for people to under-
declined from 58.1%in 2021-2022 tojust 55.8%in 2023-24. role In enh friend) " ithlonger | oblgations, fruszate people, incuding | tand and contol bowthelr data s
The structural shift of d d toward: e and utility. The mandated data deletion, Jes cycles. For awedding planning usersThe | This means clear choices about sharing
ts neads to be reversed ﬁsc;landalher ion inth f X, risk the rich 2 videos of its two-f2 which information and sure
:?epmmhslsharem&:‘::mmy Pﬂhm.“ N s_ay'_ | ﬁ\mdm mm, engaging with dlgmsl]nmgh allows users to add mmya of ':;‘:I:‘lk.nwwhat ﬂleﬂemmn!xgmngm
FEmpm'ledleﬂeﬂﬂyﬂﬂtmrpuraIElndﬂsmvenlmylwdsmyﬂm  opini and using social media for i M\Iepumldlugml_l.\nlyﬂ\emu

reach p: ic levels. Y-t les ratio rose to 65.4% in

#MELMmMummmm
vely managed by their owner, but which

client acquisition area part of its market -
ing strategy. Data deletion obligations
could erase a valuable portfolio that

Qqnumnh.ghgrmanuwyeuagnlew.lnfﬁ-u%nmumelynm to engage the via
a ngnuffhuuyam delmnd_hln:ymaluumlghl not de]\ﬂe Hmlsel\ru likes, comments, and shares, face |
intobelievi trajectory yptions due to data deletion policies.
ﬂumnhywamhpmmmhesunamaﬂe,nnlmpmﬁbm Costly challenge for

y disg gnationamong largersec- digital advertisers
tions of p ion s resol "I" all ince foreign trade jal madi "

is not add.mg to domestic value Eneahnngmm the uncertain external
world. Micro, small and medium enterprises in export-oriented, job-

intensive industries are bearing the brunt of this. The RBI staff's opti-

mism that “high capacity utilisation, healthy corporate balance sheets,

and sustained credit demand " would private corp

ments doesn't look fully justified at this juncture.

Industrial nodes, cities to
propel next leap forward

of one-time p;su:nde sent to mobile
phones, fingerprints or generated keys,
has become popular. Erasing data may

able to dunge as technology evolves.
This wzy our approach to privacy stays
te. Safeguanding

potential cli 10 assess.a com- complicate account recovery, reducing effective and up-to-date,

pany’s capabilities; beides, dient testi- userengagement and retention. digital privacy requires a united effort:

maonials are lost and the company loses we must diligently protect personal
Juable audience  Challenge for information while nurturing the

datawhich otherwise help et spe- investigative [t ofi and ideas for
ific demograph The wealth of digital informationhas | the future.

The politics of pensions and savings

NIRVIKAR SINGH

Professor of economics, University of California, Santa Crue

Pensions are just one form of long-run savings; the
real need for govt policy is to take a comprehensive
look at the institutional landscape for such savings

memmmmmuﬁednammmmm IMDHAIS SET 1o g about ¥F to handle, The Centre b greatdeal of ed i din il
jour Bharat Overthe p the g T, which i gh every The KPS replaced the OFS, making ded with a new Unified Pension T ble b holds to
on a holistic approach to gthen the d i ities. The decade. That is ional dto 1] b Empl Scheme which is supposed to exist make choices, and careful tion for
Makein India nitiative, the ot i  the i hath but sh a had b towards thelr future A u"m“mﬂll’* i ing  protecting small investors. of this
g jone tax, and easing Iy mirx:legMnteLTnach:lmﬂ:me benefits, with the government matching contributions, albeit with a higher gov- is easy. Well-off households, whether

th ks ll geared s " less sfacturing gmwulnts,and meet asp ﬂm Thus, a current sav- ernment match, But it shifts back to th ployed by the gor by
Fih i Fehis heern the devel i &l twas made in efits, and has g ) private or run their own

Further,
nmnmeHMmmﬂahnrmuhdﬂa :mmmmmmmm

India has to grow faster. That, in turn,

ﬂleNT'S,raﬂ\aﬂnnl!mgmmualaM

analko  busi 1

P 126 i d Corridor Devel- requires m\emnmlmtlonofhigher not clearly defined. The NPS also aut.eﬂsﬂlpmﬂamduwnﬂnmad.ll ings options than they did two decades
opment | vill propel ke the next leap forward. Thisis indeed awel- rates of i and greater growth T ge of of ago. The challenge is to extend these
Mﬂep'memizmlmemﬂ:ﬂ\eam"“ ed ipproach of the impacts T The ingth plicit savings, inan India th Many detail am:gurs lear, ities to a larger proportion of
" and isalsoaligr Shalkei I qui bath had modk markets,  includingasy fitsdesignandimple.  the | in a manner that keeps
Wm:ﬂammmﬁlzﬂwimdmmuhﬂhumhm technological and institutional, which Most important of all, the NPS shifted mentation Itis chearlyap T their in costs and risks down
T ialof t L5 trillion and and 301akhindi F peck n i from the defined-benefit toa political problem that in an appropriate manner. Emplayer
rect emy ies. The i of the g isclear — develop ment requires more domestic saving, system of the OPS to a UPSis a India’s eco-
rld-clags industrial cits sfoem th glandscapeof thenati allvi ol wh gncapital  defined iy clearly i wre, where g igning systems that
Infact several Indian citiesare already o the global may ish g tious in its depl tem. This meant that the ~ Political response  ciment obs are valuable .mummugmnmng: aswellas
meents will enable many more to join them over the ment, as evidenced by falling foreign th to a poli because good jobs are enabling those savings to be channelled
next few fior i mlmsfm direct investment levels, 1 bk allil\n]chnnfﬂm o) nﬂ:iu!um
one- ﬂmw nmnce, mmhngahw{f?lamg.pam ularly bt depeuﬂ.edl:mﬂ\epa that m P'M i are just ong
hthhmnmlmnmubeﬂbenmmhngnen household saving, turns attention to the formance of the assets in Mﬁ'ﬂl‘l pmumimaugmp form of long- mn::\d.u@t.andthemal
galuruis g hushs in the world B d pll which the India's as well as India’s federal Medfagmm'mlpnﬂqummma
dh ;' bal R&D e it s time we g o Sch [l d. structure structure which is baked P
explored the of Zaheerabad in Telang (NP) The NS was formulated over two The NPS was imple- into the Constitution. The  land muuchmqn;s(mct
Noida Greater Noida has emerged as a bustling elec- decades ago, in response to the projected mem:ai Lhm']y and in a UPS is clearly a short-term financial products mn.unmz
tronics manufacturing space, and the next in the don in bom liabili- | and i pl response toan i iate political i i 4 them
ANISH SHAH  pipeline could be Orvakal in Andhra Pradesh. ties, identified in the Late 1990s. The Old bsh.lnn_ltdnaltwmaﬂ\g But this can b Hlsome  di Isewhere in th and
i The government has set the ball rolling to trans- Pension Scheme (OPS) promised fixed disaster of the OPS,butit  of the thinking behind th, | NPS mdunuzllhzu:av].ugsLumpwdl
Prosiclons, Foc fiorm many more such cities at speed and scale. This benefits, with no contribution from  also meant ﬂm‘* deferred comg plan, which fiound. cing investment, as opposed to
will not only position India as a stronger player in i Irwas therefiore a fi i tionirofferad et andmore tionsof i i th going dl:pmpaﬂnmt!ly into assets
jglobal value chains but al a Tl d regional develop [ P imiple- uncertain, leadi could serve a much of  suchasreal estateand gold Itisalmosta
The approachof di pment has been tried and tested mented as forced long-term savings for  — especially | since those hired earlier the population than the smlllice that  decade since the eport of the commi-
ACTOSS regh and has p to be a signi i 4 employees, but not reflected i tee on household finances, headed by
Ci i Vietnam and Taiv ! cti b hﬂgu]lsmmpthnflﬂnnm Mmm&hmmﬂy Sust Tarun I dorai wh.lch ided a
i ping 1 - hold: SOMme SLat J.'ngsleqmr!g«:n:.dnplimnz[m'lT i i f these issues,
The T these gr i ial cities could help the save in oth their em; hesunmvudngm those savings, umﬁsannseofnm |||duding pens!m insurance, and
P chi ds India Developed land parcel i cmsav!ng:muﬂnmlﬁr«iﬂud ﬂ\eOPS.Mmhl:cm:dtuﬂnuaﬂyM with different risk-return characteris- financial assets in general With India's
tic ional up manuf; i units in India. The focus on interest rates, where th tive but tics, good low-cost options for choosing  household savings having declinedtoa
concepts induding plug-and-play and walk to work with planned urhanisation are Iing was invested in government bonds ﬂnﬂmn{ﬂxﬂdﬂm,ﬂmﬂamlh‘l among institutions and managers who ﬁw—ymrhmmurﬂ:qmﬂdnppmadl
bound tobe game charsgers This approach ensures that the cities are equipped with or life i policies that p i Jy be the Union g s will guide households in their choices, a oughttobeap
PR ¥
and minimises labour: '
———_ i THE EDIT
12 from th 3,104 whichwould requirea 16xincrease
\facturing GDP. We need b 1l manuf: 2 i 10 years of Jan Dhan of the total 5313 crore Jan Dhan taken &7 years without its advanced announced smart cities. There cannot
2030 there qualms about the fact that thy accounts, 30 crore are of women. The  digital public infrastructure. be any objections to the smart city
righ Both the e T 1 d The Pradhan Mantri lan Dhan Yojana scheme has also bridged the gender —Sanjay Chopra, Mohali concept and the benefits to the
b shilishy drawi intoth (PMUDY), which compieted 10 years of gap in access to financial services. it Smart cities people and nation could be immense.
IlnmpaadummtmmmmtafmanWMape its launch on 'Wednesday, has had an was 20% in 2011, and it has been Itwould be good if the ment
intense impact in every comer of the reduced to 6% in 2017, The PMIDY ﬁuqouerrrnemdmivelymlnt announced the status of any project it
aws, rules and gul. ducing regulatory img -nudlnal'l-lﬂ country. It has proven to be the has gamered global praise for its announcing head dertakes at least once a year sothe
‘hieve their i ded obje and g minor tone in b impact on financial projects, but implementation is quite the public knows what is happening
affences remain critical Also, d T g the quali and bringing d 80% of Indian women under financial inclusion in india. In 2023, a World another matter, The cabinet nod to 12 on the ground.
logisti vill enh. facturing competite inth inclusion. The bank account Ennklepmrmealedmntlndin new industrial smart cities falls into —anthony Henrigues, Maharashtra
Eife P vill be y agion of India asa man- hip of women has gone up achieved its financial inchusion goals in such a category. We are completely
ufacturing prowess into reality. from 26% in 2011 to 78% in 2021 Out Just six years, a feat that would have i th of the iousl @write to us at felettersfhexpressindia com
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