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No politics please, focus
on making hospitals safe

he rape and brutal murder of a post-graduate resident doctor at

R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata should have

shaken the conscience of the nation and paved the way towards

ending several unjust practices prevailing in the healthcare sector,
but it looks more and more unlikely that this will be the case as eloctoral
m:llillcn over the mishap has taken centrestage in West Bangal. The only

for any reform thus remains in the determined and timely interven-

llcm of the Supreme Court of India,

The 12-hour West Bengal bandh called by the BJF on Wednesday and the
violence that preceded it on Tuesday were clearly the result of attempts by
it to fn.ln olitical mileage out of the horrendous tragedy that has the com-
munity of healtheare professionals on the streets in protest. It s the job of
the Central Bureau of Investigation, which is investigating the rape and
minrder, to bring the people directly responsible for it to justice while it is
the joint endeavour of the Unlon and state governments to usher in s'{ln-
temic changes. While it is Em fectly qultlmnlc' for the medics to hit
streets demanding early action, the BJP rushing there under some banner
ar the other is nothing but I:locl]h h::i.l" of the worst I;'innd N]uwhmnl :IMh

police al the protesters we clas witl
Now that the  ihowe on both sides receiving injurios, the party
politiclans are  has smelt an opportunity. The handh call had ne
other rationale.
?:gumm“m..:: Ironically or not, however, the BJP for a
y moment had forgotten the fact that it was Lnklnaf
Is incumbent Upon ;i Mamats Hanerjee, one of the most successfu
the Supreme practitioners of street polities in India. Mo other
Court, and the Dnllt[il:‘llian 5}1 W]{E'I‘! |.I'Idt!h“t' wurtlld.;\éhu.r:ljlda :m
rtfolios of health and home, besides being ¢

fﬂrh'kl '&m‘:.“ B!r:lel minister, would have darved to Lead a rally

¥ Y demanding justice for the vietim of a groesome

the course and crime that hap right under her very nosa,
introduce changes The skelotons that ave tumbling out of the med
feal college administration as the CBI investiga-
tion progresses are guite enormous divectly placing the responsibility on
the state administration, and on Ms Banerjee. But the violent protests and
bandh have given her an exeuse to dodige the same and turn it into a
political debate instead. The cause of the agitation will now be forgotten,
and those whe fought for it will be sidelined, 1t i the next tragedy that is

about to unfold.

But now that the politiclans are busy playing thelr favourite game, it is
incumbent upon the Supreme Court, and the task force it formed, to stay
the course and firmly introduce necessary changes. The task foree which
met on Tuesday has decided to widen the consultation process before com-
ing up with a set of recommendations that it will eventually make to the
apex court, It should lose no time h.l]lll]lm: this task in order to make the

of the © humane, healthy and safe. The

henltheare community, too, !ulsn Msgmmlbllll\rmhn-l tha task force come

xmlth iddens that are sustainable and affordable, The loss of a precious Life
ld not go in vain.

Hard to deny bail to Kavitha

e relief granted to Telangana politician K. Kavitha through bail in
corruption and money laundering cases linked to an alleged Delhi
excise policy scam upholds the principle, often gquot
Su rema Court, that bail is the rule and jail is only an exception.
wess cannot be like punishment without trial, which is what
mnny pposition peliticians, lncludlni the incarcerated Delhi chief min-
Ister, have suffered. Judging the merits of the cases against them, filed by
Central investigating agencies like the Enforcement Directorate and the
CHL is a different matter, though the handling of the cases has routinely
drawn caustic comments from jucdges.

It has been established in Knvllh.n s case as well as that of an aide of &
Jharkhand politician similarly charged under PMLA that bail must be
granted in cases being dealt with even under such stringent laws. It stands
to reason then that all those in jail must be released on bail until their
innocence or guilt is established in court even if the judicial process s
;ufjh it may take a very long time for cases to be concluded and judgments

elivared,

The matter of establishing proof in such cases in which large sums of
money change hands in possible instances of quid pro quo, can be attempt-
od anly if the beans of the conspiracy are spilled by someone in the inner
ring It is, of course, open to guestion what mdlbll\lvnp rovers will have
sinee they must incriminate themselves to come over to the side of the law.

Given the slipshod methodology of investigating agencies in the matter
of pursuing graft among politicians in public life and the more proficlent
lawyers that t accused can command, it is on record that only two or
three prominent personalities have been proved guilty in years of
Independent India. Many may have been accused of seams, including in
disproportionate assets cases, but they have invariably walked free.
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HOW MANY APPS,
TENICES AND LAWS
(7 \ Do WE NEED To ENJURE
WOMENS: SAFETY>

Will Bengal introspect, or
let politics go on as usual?

Sunanda K.

= . Datta-Ray
' | Reflections

T it shaws nothing else,
the uproar over a
4|I1‘k|l’||{]¥ ‘eutal rape
and murder in_ Cal-

ta, sorry, Kolkats,
as renmmed by West Hen-
wl's apgressively natlon-
allstic chief minister, dem-
onstrates that the city bs far
fromm dying, as Rajiv Ga
had anee thought. If death
oo indend boom ahead, it's
because all those senses that
men believe make them
superior fo animals are
withering  away.  West
Bengal's eapital  daesn't
need any BJP mach nations
to destray it The greed, vul-
ity and eruelty of its awn
nhabitants is doing that
very well, thank you,

In s final perceptive con-
tribation to the story of
man, a massive ST9-page
memobr, Thy Hand, Great
Anarch! Jud'].n 182)-1052,
Miead €. Chaudhuri com-
pared Caleutta Corporation,
A cesspood of corruprtion and
Inefficiency where he once
worked, with Independent
India, "1 anticipated that
tranafer of political power to
Indians wauld mak
Indinn peaple victims of an
nsidious exploftation
unparalleled even in the
lomg history af their suffer-

5", he wrote,

"1 became appesed to the
blea. and said to nysel in
the words of the cliché that
[ndl.n In that event would

Caleuttn
O\:rrnnralnm writ large”,

If anything, it's actually
wiarse, Nat even the degrad-
[ m\mk:l.palll)‘ can be
uul]w af the "800 rapes

daily, four every

Imur and one every 15 min-
utes™ that is the national
vecord,  according  to
Ablishek Banorjes, West
Bangal chief  minister
Mamata Ihnndm'nmlmw
and anointed heir, dhes-
fgnated the ruling Trinumul
Congress party’s nathonal
wneral socretary. So far as
are knawn, the aganis-

ing facts are briefly stated.
A 3lyearald femake posi-
Iu’arluamirnlnue doctor m

raped and murdered

seminar hall of KnLlutns

RG. Kar Modical College
and Hoapital on the night of
Augast B Exhansted by a 36
bour working shift and
:.mdai sesaionwithout a
, she had allen asloop

ona platform in the seminar
room. Interns and Fellow
trainees  discovered her
carpse, semi-nude and with
injuries, there the next
morning. Her laptop, node-
boak and mobile phane lay
beside  her.  Before  the
Calcutta high court handed
over the o the

Despite chief
minister Mamata
Banerjea's verbal
bravado, Kolkata
has degenerated
into a dilapidated
slum bocause
West Bengal's
creative Impulse
and ability have
perished

umelaimed boddes and traf-
ficking in blomedical waste,
The demand for hospital
beds and college seats bedng
&0 high amd supply o Hmit-
od, dissdvantages are
brushed aside. Those who
need jobs ar treatment can-
not afford to be fussy in
today”s India that ks Bharat.
Th Cendre fi

CBI, it commented ackdly on
delays in reparting facts, on
contrary statements made
to the authorities as well s
to the victin's father, and

" or
Manitoring Indian  Eeo-
mamy estimates unemploy-
ment at 9.2 per cent, o say
nothing of underamploy-
ment and widespread con-

. KAR HOSPITAL HORROR

on what looks like suppres-
sion af evidence.

Founded in 1885 and
hnawn, until Independence
a the Carmichael Medical
College after a British colo
nial grandee, the haspital in
question was closely associ-
ated with Dr Badhan
Chandra Koy, an eminent

hysician who was West

gal's  chief  minister
from 1A until be died in
1962, In recent years, howey-
ar, the RG. Kar Hospital
like much else of our colo-
nial inheritance has
acquired a far fram savoury

tatian,

vidlene and claanliness
are of little eoncern. Nur-
sing sisters are poorly
trained. There are suspi-
clans about money, kick-
backs and equipment pur-
chasad.

Washrooms — and  safe
drinking water are hard to
come by, Thanks to intense
overcrowding and the
arnanit’s bedbof that it's
PR to turn people away,
patients sprawl on the Door
among defecating cats that
further spread disease in a
suppased place of healing
“If 0 voom has 30 beds", o
newly-arrived doctor
observed, “you'll find at
least 10 cats there!™ OF far
greater concern are

temt rumours of the \Iﬁhu.'-l
college  officlals  salling

woaled unemiployment. Over
o per cent of Indlans in the
MM age group are without
Jobe, mays D Amit Mites,
former secretary-general of
the Federation of Indian
‘Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, now speckal advis-
ar on flnance o West
Bengal's Mamata Banerjoe.
His grim verdict {s that "4
million Indians are not
working or have given up
loaking for paba",

While hard facts about the
rape-murder may be scarce,
I am astonished at the
wealth of salacious detail in
the local media, especially
abaut o man called Sanjay
Roy, a civic wolunteer
accused of extortion, cor-
ruption and intimidating
woanin but never brought te
book, who is now facing
trial for the erime. We lean
that Ray, who was palitical-
ly influential on the police
welfare  board, wore a
Kolkata Palice T-shirt, rode
o bk with o paliee sticker,
and rested in the police bar-
racks. Some reports men-
tom a recent psyehoanal ytic
profile indicating that he
was addicted to pornogea-
phy (the police found a large
ameount of 1t in his mobile),
had “animaldike istinets”
and showed no remorse for
the crime,

CCTV footape showed Roy
amtering the hospital in the

ahurnr.cm of August § wear-
%k\nnn und a T-shirt, car-
a helmet that Iwkn
mmarkabh' like the pol e
uniform helinets, and aunln
at around 4 am next morm-
Ing. Somwe reparts claim that
he was intoxicated and
anked a random woman for
her  nude raph.
Others say that he | Dﬁw.‘-li-
o a red-lght district,
India i ostentatiously
ritanbeal  but  despite
Huddha amd Gandhi, ned-
ther nonviolent nor asei-
al We read of dalits being
fa.nl: raped, of glrls being
red fnto the fiedds, and o
four-yearold  bay  being

sodombsed and killed.
Chaudhuri mentions o
politician  accused — of

attempting to rape a woman
who had gane to see him for
a job. Hl’.‘ knew the aecused
man “and could hardly
belleve it of him", but the
woman's disturbed. almost
hysterical, condition mul.d
nat ba lgne

dents persuaded Clmurﬂmrl
o “regard ‘government of
the peaple, by the pmplu
and for the

greater, and EBritksh ruleu
the besser, avil af the twa".

That seems an extreme

sition  but Mirad

“hawdhurk. whom I knew
well, was not someone to
sugarcont what he saw as
the truth, What would his
reaction be, | wander, to the
upsurge in Kolkata and its
tragic cause? He would

bly have sald that a
race that can no longer
achbeve greatiess diverts its
enwrgles inko sardid o teiv-
lal ~ channels. Despite
Mamata Banerjee's verbal
trnvado, Kolkata has degen-
erated into a dily Idnlud
slum bacanse West
creative impulse and abl Inv
have perished As for the
Centre, it squanders time
and effoet an frivelities like
swadeshi canvacathon
gowns because the serious
husiness of governance
providing food. education
and employment and teach-
ing people the difference
between good and bad, right
and wrong — 18 beyond ity
canception or capability,

If the August # horror
exposed  Kolkata's death
thaes, the ensuing politici-
sation confirmed that the
stench  of  putrefaction
extends beyond the cadaver,

The writer is & senfor
journalist, eoltnnist
and author

LETTERS

PENSION WOES

Please consider
Employees' Pension
Scheme-1995 (EP5-95)
pensioners’ woes. They
are getting a very nomi
nal pension. Other prob-
lems pushed down the
EPS-95 senior citizens'
problems and these
went unnoticed. The
finance minister's
Budget proposals must
be people-centric. A
hike in minimum pen
sion will help the lower
strata among the retired
EPFO senior pensioners.
This is the time to look
at the issue sympatheti-
cally and provide a mini
mum pension of 7,500
plus dearness allowance,
Suresh Venkatadri
Thirumala

LENDING INTERFACE

THE RBI = set to launch the Unified
Lending Interface (UL, & platform
duﬂjgmﬂ o provide “frictionless

credit” to borrowers, especially in
small and rural sactors, by streamlin-
ing digital information flow, includ-

ingr Jamd records, o expedite cradit
appraisal and reduce processing
times, Drawing parallels with the
UPL ULI alms to transform the be
ng landscape by enabling smooth,
o:mm -hased information exchange.
minimising technical integrations,
and ensuring quicker credit delivery,
thereby supporting financial inclu-
sion and growth of small businesses
and rural enterprises.
oot Kumar

Hazaribagh
UNHAPPY WOMEN

THE RECENT shocking murder of
a young female doctor in o kading
rlkata medical college reaffirms
the saddening fact that women in
India are becoming the most vul-
nerable section as far as their safe-
ty and security are concerned,
Fearfully enouih the growing trend
of sexually explicit behaviour by
the present generation s causing
more rerlln to soclety. The increas-
ing erimes against women are a jolt
to their confidence. to our soclety,
and to our judiclal system as a
whole. We have a fundamental duty
to contribute towards bringing an
order to ensure dignity and r t
for women, so that they ean live
with a sense of pride, freedom and
confidence. Reforms in our legal
system are the need of the hour.
Make sexual offenices non-bailable.
Bivakumar

Chennaf

if the Railways diﬂnl have enough
s following a spate of deadly acci-
nits and mishaps, lhemllwnym istry

Dilip C
Dilli Ka Babu

eri

ministry issued a notifieation ln\dllng el
ﬂlm‘ﬂumlhe 10 and 1990 hatches

'1 d {ioe 10p. Daita wihih: the” Inan Naltaay
Railway Board st izt

Bo, what's causing this bar:kl:radﬁ‘ ‘The main
ke sooms to be the resentiment hmvdnwm
1ES officers. They're lh.lutmled that onbla
from thefr cadre are conside
coveted positions, [n eml!ml. miosk ol' thiose qu.n]l-
fying for the to uumﬂmﬂredvllnendm
oxam inathon

1‘he Imlhn nIst:va Tuas tradithonally recruited

anﬂﬂ\e Class Railway A nllne{SCm

nﬂ;‘uﬂm)ﬂm variol y pg!partmmh]ike
traffic, electrical, mechanical, chvil, personnel,
aeeounts, and stores, each of which operates inde-

T Ay b o
e o

puts freeze on
promotions as
engineers rage

To address internal friction, the Unjon mrn
ment introcuced the Indian Railw ny Management
Sw'v!re{[ﬂ)d&].aunthednervlwmnt 0 stream:
line operations and promote o cobesive vision,
However, since direct meruitment through TES
and SCRA was halted, and whﬁ rleluyn ugluclng
Indents to UPSC, no new di
Joined Railways ina wrking pnul sinee 2018, The
first [RMS batch is still awaiting posti a&

The deday lnemptmelmmlhmunly Mothe

mlhuhn cially sinee officers who jodned
qulcklv. leaving their s
munln'paru trailing
AS POLLS LOOM,

’Ilen}uuhun;wernnmhujult
nﬂ]mﬂnmaappnd.n ng.ChalmLulmbanc
the additional chief secretary of the
hnme ﬂepnﬂmmt Mr Chahal, who has bem

working chosely with the chief minkster as the
additional chief secretary in the CM's secretarkat,
alse  served as  Mumbals  municipal

commissioner,
This

mu:ar.&ums.umk hikd the rale af home sec- rldmuu une r.\fhln crithelsms before it gained
her promotion to chief secretary in ucratic reshuffle cer-
.Ju:w Em after her promotion, she continued to hlnLy uuwh B0,
overses the home department alnnalﬂe her new m%p:mlhg)l i Maddiraln as secrel
responsibilithes. With Saunik moving up, several  af nt of financial services, Mr M
names wara floated for the now-vacant nrjrlitlunn‘l e to have taken note of Rahul G \'s recont
chiel secretary posithon. Sources say that chisd  remarks Hament. Mr Gandhi pointed out

minister Eknath Shinde threw his weight behind
Mr Chahal, while deputy chief minister Devendra
Fucnavis, who also serves as home minlster, had
ather ideas. There was talk of appointing V. Radha
from the general admindstration dej it, but
her 184 batch status made seme worry about hee
senlority as well

In the end. the need for dedicated leadevship in
the hoime department seems to have tipped the
scales in favour of Chahal, The view was, if the

vernment hadn't acted now, the Election
mimibssion might have stepped in once the code
of conduct kicked in.

Chahal ks exj to retire in 2026, and there's
already speculation that be might be next in line
for the chief secretay position after Saunik. But
with elections loming, one must waonder — is this

the absence of 5C and 8T officers during the hatwa
coremony, o traditional event that marks the
inning of the Budget Maddirala, a
pura cadre IAS officer fram the reserved cate-
wory, 18 now likely to be present at the next cere:
momy. This mave a) hnbznrlh'mtnzuwnne
1o Mr Gandhi's criticism, ensuring that the issue
e raised {8 no longer valid.
'I‘\inu hvtmenllnpurt of @ broader reshuffle,
[EI first major buresucratic chanps in
Mudl‘s ird term. Ahﬂ; with Maddirala, new soc-
been appointed hey departments,
|m~1u....... v, hunking, |,
and defence.
WhlLelInmcl!ur If this move will resonate with
the public or deflate Rahul Gandhi's momentum,
it certainky adds an interesting twist to the ango-

ment ks rais veh especial-
]y a8 it comes amid mwl:\ﬁ criticism of the

hoeme departments handling of recent strocities
apgaknst young girls in Bullqnu' It seemna the gov-
arnment {8 under pressure to show that it's taking
things seriously,

a bold move or

chairs on the Titanic?

Has Frlme Minister Narendra Modi
vred Leader of Opposition RahuJ Gund.hl Ily

ing political

Love them, hate therm fgnone them af national
, i thi habur gusrantee sod Dilip's belir,
(ot Share sigrificant habu 4

hertanghotmail.com
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:Opinion

Imbalances in farm credit

The big question is whether policymakers can
redress the growing disparities in disbursements

LTHOUGH FARM CREDIT by commercial, cooperative, and

regional rural banks has registered double-digit growth and sur-

passed targets during the last decade, there s concem over grow-

ing regional imbalances in disbursements, Credit flows are also
shewed towards erop produetion without pushing infrastructure creation
that is vital for boosting agricultural growth, There are also apprehensions
thata partof these credit flows are being diverted to non-agricultural activ-
ities. For such reasons, indications are that the farm credit target for FY 25 s
likely to be fixed at a relatively lower level than 24,84 trillion achieved in
FY24.To redress the more important problem of regional imbalances,
Ramesh Chand, memberof Niti Aayog, told FEthata mLerILm must beestab-
lished foralloc credit tostab irrespec-
tive farm outputs — such as 200% of the crop value or 40% of input value
including wages — toensure that short-term croploans are not concentrated
onlyin afew statesin the country.

Chand's sugge-.hnns deserve auenLIrJn although it is far from clear how
they can be img Afterall, this is not an era of
planning and market [Lm:e-. Inl:mahmg]y determine credit allocation even
L:J a prlurlty -.ecLur Ill-nz agrl.cullure Niti Aayog's ad\dce Isun]yindical:iw and

hile Flanning C could decisively
I.rll]uelme allucar.ium onthe basis of specific criteria, For perspective, south-
ernstates — Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Karmataka,and Kerala
— garnered halfl of the eredit disbursements in FY24 although they
acouuntud[munlyl?%nﬂhegm cropped area. Insharp contrast thevan-
I “un|al:| Haryana, Ilapaht.ha:g]ammuand

guard agrarian

Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh — bed only 15% of credit
having 200 of the gross cropped area. The South’s advantage stems from
higherbanky ibettercreditabsomption capacitybesides farm-

ersopting for more commercial crops,

A.IL'huugh the government cannot !umz lhecummm:la] cooperative,and
i Ibankstoensurea lanced flowof farm eredit,
there hat cancertainly be taken toimp thecredit culture, espe-
daﬂym ll‘!eaﬂcma‘mlmﬂheahm rEgl:ms,hy prrmldmg collateralin terms
¢ products. The National
Bank furAgrh:ulturE and Rural IJeveIDprn.u‘lLis working with banks in this
regard There isalsothe lack of land records, t'_'-pudallyfmahamcruppen and
tenant farmer ! Arecords ina time-
bound manner to lmpmvecredit off-take, Other targeted interventions
include ensuring that small and marginal farmers — whoaccount for 89.4%
of farm households owning less than 2 hectares of land — have more access
to credit for growing fruits and vegetables, fisheries, poultry, dairy, ete. to
boost their incomes manifold. These activities get only 11% of farm eredit

although L'heyactuunt [ur a substantlal d‘lamufg'rmvaluc added.
Theupshotisth bl igitgrowthof farm creditisimpres-
sive, thisachieverment is clouded by WId.enl.ng regional imbalances. Instead
of setting alower credit target for FY 25, policy must ensure that Lin'l.elyand
affordablecredit is used more fori
to non-agricultural activities. Thiswillindeed bea fultemultipl.ierful higher
agricultural growth, which is expected to rebound toits earlier trajectory of

— registered during the seven years before last fiscal — in FY25,

ents must

Telegram's approach to
content faces reckoning

THE RECENT ARREST of Telegram founder and chief executive officer Pavel Durov
at Le Bourget alrport near Paris has sent shockwaves through the tech world, Elon
Musk called on France to* free Pavel"to avert athmattn democracy; I’a.ull"raham the
co-founds (! Valk U i "hlln
the country’s chances uf'hedlw a mapor 5Lart up hub". Yet while some are citing a
French-led I ﬂmrmhruLsmulenuanmd
Durov's detention Is nu(ashachngac‘mip Il

nathon of years of tension between his ultra-lax approach to oversight zn.d growing
concerm about Telegram's role In enabling criminal activity. The charges are exten-
sive and serious, covering Telegram's complicity in the distribution of child sexual-
abuse material (CSAM), drug trafficking and money laundering, While the likes of
Meta Flatforms Inc., Tik Tok, and Alphabet ]M s YouTube have much stricterbans on

hactivities, Turov's arrest should also b g the“no 1
{almedialsfadingasg pushtomal .
able forwhat happens on thelrapps.
Telagram I3 one of the woeld's biggest soclal media platf with an esti d

HE DEMOCRATIC
MATIOMAL  Convention
(DNC) unfolded in Chicage
over four days last week,
marking a  defining
moment In the 2024 US presidential
campalgn. This year's DNC saw a
groundswell of voter enthusiasm and
the historic nomination of Kamala Har-
ris as the Democratic presidentlal can-
didate, The party's old guard, including
the Clintons and the Obamas, threw
their full support behind Harels, setting
the stagefora unified front. Instagk con-
trast, the Republican Natlonal Conven-
tion (RNC) held in Milwaukee in mid-
July was notable for the absence of its
traditional leadership, highlighting the
growing division within the GOP
between pre- and post-Trump factions,
This division has reshuffled the Repub-
lican voter base, complicating Donald
Trump's path to a potential comeback,
For the Democratic Party, the DNC
wasa eritical inflection point, Farty del-
egates rallied behind Harris, who, If
electad, would be the first woman of
Black and South Aslan descent to serve
as president. High-profile endorse-
ments, Including a strong show of sup-
part from President Blden, former pres-
Idents, first ladies, and influential party
leaders like [osh Shapiro, Pete Buttigleg,
Gretchen Whitrner, and B Pritzker bol-
stered Harris' candidacy. This wave of
endorsements, coupled with appear-
ances by celebrities, has energised the
Demecratic base and ignited hopes of
malznin.s undeclded voters,
st-DNC polling indicates that Har-
ris has gainad a slight lead over Trump,

i

© DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION
ENDORSEMENTS HAVE ENERGISED PARTY BASE WITH HOPES OF SWAYING UNDECIDED VOTERS

An inflection point in US polls

HARSH V PANT
VIVEK MISHRA

h -president for
fareign pnl:,l & Fellow, Amasicas, ORF, Dulhl

broader Sun Belt reglon — encompass-
Ing Arizona, Nevada, Georgia,and North
Carolina — the candidates are neck and
neck, each holding slight leads in two
states,

A new way forward
Harris has positioned herself as the
didate of change,rallyingbehind th

slogan”A New Way Forward®, Despite the

Demaocratic Party being the iIncumbent,

Harris has marketed her-

self as a fresh force, break-

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRES

@ WAKE-UP CALL
President Droupadi Murmu
Enough is enough. No civilised society can
allow daughters and sisters to be subjected
to such atrocities

for the favour of middle-class voters.
The lssue of tariffs represents a major
shift in US economie policy thinking,
Since Trump's fiest term, the broad
bipartisan consensus on free trade has
been challenged, influenced by the pan-
demic and growing concerns over
China's economic rise and use of unfalr
trade practices. Harrls, while differing
from Trump's aggressive tarlff stance,
has not completely dismissed the idea of
protectionist measures, suggesting that

-
Debates
The outcome of the 2024 I election
will likely fewk

- Imn.wlvanla Ml.chigan andWiscon-

sin, While Harris has made slight gains
in these states post-DNC, Trump
remains competitive, tra]llnghy unly a
few points,As the

her tiom might take a more
guarded approach to trade than past

Democratic presidents,
As the campaign intensifles, key ss-
ulullkmnunl,gmmn healthcare, and fo-
hipaints, I’mmstq

wire, the battle for d.elegaleg will 'hecru

ou t-ilde tha DNC Iry prn ‘alestinlan
hallenges Har-

clal, as the popularvote marg
tight. Trump's addition of two former
Democrats in his transi-
tion  team, Robert F

s f:«:es In navigating the mmplex in-
ternational order and American leader-
ship. These and other critical topics will
likely dominate the first presidential
debate between Harrls and Trump, set to
take place in Philadelphia on ermml:m

10, Hi thistime, Trump's quint,
sential tactic of attacking his opponent
based on style, political leaning, and

ing his?nrlcal barriers and As the l:amp.ign Kennedy fr andmlsi_(}._ab-
proming eIowedenety  ngansifios,key bt e tormeroing
campalgn's abilltyt‘u ralse issues like Ing uphis presid paned

§82 million In the week of immigration, as an independent —
the DNC and nearly §550 healthcare, and cwI.d'Pe a Ey decision to
Iimali“qoer(‘ Lnrt:::';::“dlrfo?:\h foreign policy W’T‘ll':'lm just mer?atda 5
axpe‘ctatl.onsgiuelrﬂh:'rlsg remain flashpoints left until the election, olre
previous teack record as of the closest races in
Vice President and herear- recent history could still

lier presidential runin 2020,

While the DNC has clearly energised
the party, Demaocratic strategists are
cautiously optimistic, wary of a poten-
tial “polling bounce” that might fade as
media attention shifts, This Is reminis-
centof Trump's belef surge following the

with showing a 3-4 point i
advantage, Howmr the race remains
tightink Lk Arizona

whereTrump still holds a narrow lead
within the margin of error. In the

tion attempt against him,
which temporarily boosted his numbers
against Biden, The real test for Harris will
be whether I\r.'r post-DNC momentum

canb gh torthe election

Chairing a climate

SHEFALI GORADIA
YIRAL THAKKER

pectively chai & pa r
and climate leader, Deloitte South Asia

swing in either direction. The coming
weekswill test both candidates’ abilities
to shape voter perceptions on critical
policy issues, Already, economic policy
debates, particularly on taxes and tariifs,
have taken centre stage. Trump, leverag-
ing his legacy of tax cuts from his first
term, has hinted at further reductions
should he win, while Harris has coun-
teved with a “tax-the-rich” approach,
spotlighting Trump's own wealth, Both,
however, agree on"no tax on tips",vying

even vy ot work against
1

In fact, it cr.lulcl benefit her,
Inasign of how close the contest is,
the two leaders are sparring over the
logistics of the debate with the Harris
campalgn asking for the microphones to
be muted when it is the other person’s
turn to speak. For the Harrs campaign,
this would be one way of showing the
“real” Donald Trump to the rest of the
world, It is heping that Trump's ten-
deney to nterrupt and be ll-tempered
through the course of the debate will
bring out the contrast between the two
leaders more starkly, This s sign of how
high the stakes are both sides in a con-
test that is likely to go down the wire.

transition agenda

Chairs can lead their organisations by maintaining
long-term focus, staying updated on regulation,
equipping board members, using global insights

CLIMATE CHANGE AFFECTS livelihoods,
health, and the future of human lives,
Involving the physical environment and
social and economic systems. Globally,
executives Face challenges posed by the
climate crisis such as Ie uncer-

disrupti d ting busk hal
lenges 5704 Indian CXOs ranked "climate
change”as a"top three priority”,ahead of
“ecomamicoutlook, which is significantl

ability efforts to Investors, bullding trust
and attracting capital from those priori-
tising accountability and transparency.
This b enh h '

P pa
d tolong-t

Applying climate lens
on the chair’s role

Toprovidea climate transition frame-
wark for the chairof the future, we have

hl,ghr.vr compared with th kil g from

tainty, geopolitical conflict, resource
searcity,and supply chal The

4 As brand custodians, chaln can.dlape
h

toalign sh

escalating global cost of climate inaction
underscores the urgent need fora global

mdllmg-tenngustalnmhtywﬂlm.
§ inability focus, with an

shift towards and
emdssiong, Close to home, arecent Deloitte
research esti d that inacti 1d

eye on long-term strategy

peofitability and resilience,

Beyond governance and capital allo-
catlon, chairs are reimagining long-term
buskness models to prioritise sustainabil-
Ity This approach includes corporate
alliances and public-private collabora-
tions, expanding sustainability efforts
beyond "

reduce India's GDP by 535 trillion by
ZO'}D wiule atramltlonmnet 2eT0 emis-
.
Ve

900 million monthly users, many of whom in]]uw pnpu]ar channeLq that broadcast

GDP by 511 (r]lllnn in the mmms

decades. Th

content to thousands of peaple, [t'sal s Pr gallthat
activity: It doesn't, While its p T i I i d
atewith L i 1, Tel h inimal-i pollcythathagcnn
tributed to its lownpuatlmna] costs, Durov once told the Financial Times that each
Tel mu.serm(ummlp EELH[ Tl cents a year tosupport.

I platform has been | tothe spmad of r:nmpdraql theory s:nups, IEJ\M,

Ical juncture for boards and chairs, pun

emesging facets of the chair's
rale, focusing on vision, culture, tru.
guardianship, and crisis management,
Vislon provocateurs Inspire boards to
embracecomprehensive climate risk and
resilience integration, setting a business
case and viskon forsustainability, Culture
and talent cultivators ensure that employ-
ees are aligned with the company’s sus-

tioning corporations asboth b

of this transition and catalysts for the shift

towards a resilient, Jow-carbon future,
Our conversations with over 230

chalrs of maj

with 1515 having reg
nearly a decade, Such smups don't just use the app for
alleged secrecy, but for its *anything goes” approach to
moderation, During the recent UK riots, calls to violenee
profiferated on the platform even though they broke the
app'srules Onesuch post wasonly taken down after L con-
tacted the app about it. Despite all this, Telegram has
proudly maintained a stance of non-cooperation. In Its
I'-‘.I\Qgt‘- ‘to this day, we have disclosed O
Includinggovernments”,
an In pesponse o lhe arrest, Telegram has sald lt U
absurd Itsowner
bleforabuse of that pla(fomTalesram abides by EU Laws,
mcludlns the Dl,gltal Services Act — its moderation is
wdarchs and nrhnmpmvlnf

PARMY
OLSON

sloomiberg

Bust it's far from “absurd" fora iy tobe hedd criminal activ-
Ityonits pflatfnrm L‘ry-pmgmphy ﬂpemi have long pnlnn!] out that Telagram is net
fullyend lon,mean-
Ing Tel dd "'I(c‘hnsem[andmud\oﬂheeonmnmn

the platinrm s on public channels anyway). Telegram's *Secret Chata" feature offers
end-to-end encryption, but that's not the default and it Isn't always used for regular
communication. In essence, Telegram has created an illusion of total privacy while
retainingt! -ontent —acapability it choosesnot touse,
France’s move agalnst Durov marks a rmh:mlns fior that choice,and the involve-
mentofspecialised unit ‘salleged offences. Muskand
other critics may argue that his am-_st thmatens fiee: speedl but Telegram's hands-
off approach to mud\ o\fthe acl:wlty on its platfou'm doesn't grant lt freednm from
nees, Thedi, nd

Latform b i

e ool fi
Ifm\ a defeme of Hberty hut a dmellctlun nEduly

hat i nolongerexpect tokeep
operal:lng Ina Mgulamyvacuum Furopelson track to take aharsher line on harms
that eecur on soclal mediawith laws like the Digital Services Actand Britaln's Online
SafetyAct coming into force in the next year or so. The charges brought by the French
prosecutors aren't connected tothe new EL law, 'hul they are partofa hmaderqluf( in

EE . Leading tech pl 't hey thoug

it mmlns ablind eye

2022 and 2024 reveal that these leaders
and their boards recognise the need to
Integrate climate actlon into business
strategy. However, they continue to face

costs, lackof persistence, and pressure for
short-term results, Moreover, 40- 500 of
the climate technology and Innovation
needed toachieve net-zero by 20701 still

developing,
Our pesearch revieals that 81% ]ndlan
CX0s reported increased Inahi

throughcli mitigation, tainability objectives, Trust torchbearers
and rzsllience,indicatlnsa shiftinthe  Stayingahead ‘Df regulatory build gtak};?\?:dﬂ trust through sustain-
core objectives of corpe- bl
rate governance, with s As g evolves, callrm, establishing cmdlbllltyand TILE-
tainability b I Ourr h board  members  are turing long-term relationships with
-itrateglr: prlamy ‘I'My am enhancmg climate exper- investors, customers, and the broader
reveals that 81% gelimate Guardians overs pli
1mesrat|ng climate con- Indian CXOs action committees and  ance, ringthateli i
siderations into business r.pomd increased emPowarlngemcutiwﬂ w aremel Mau’lmmm ss,ﬂleyfncusrm
strategies and cultivatinga inability gate ad icregul nd adaptability, navigating eri-
culture that values envi- tory envieonment and suwlr.'hadlmneandsuminahllltylens.
ronmental responsibility,  Investments from drive sustainability initia- These roles help chairs foster organi-
By securing executive the previousyear tives.Chairsarereinforcing satlons that thriveamid the climate crisls
hip and buy-ins, the importance of climate  and respond well to stakeholders' needs,
leaders are aligning indi- action at the executive By embracing these roles, they can steer
vidual goals with lonal ones to level, making it a critical ¥ of their Isations towards long-term
make climate changc an operational corporate operations. mhullymdmljmmaddrﬁqpmmg
imperative for the srganisation. Appainting chief il [

Capiral allocation is another eritical
areawhere the chairs are making a sig-
nificant impact. By integrating climate
risk mitigation and adaptation Into

Investments from the previous year.
Meanwhile, 66% organisations are inte-
grating sustainability strategies and
mechanisms Into their operations, and
BF report on it, Notably, amid continued

invest pefinan-
clal planning to align it with sustainable
practices. Focusing on robust environ-
mental, social, and governance metrics
and high-quality disclosures, they can
effectively communicate their sustain-

HE EDITOR

Catering to unmet
credit demand

Apropos of "Democratising lending ™
(FE, August 28), the Unified Payments
Interface has seen

paperkess mode for kending, there is
still a huge segment of customers in
the micro, small and medium
enterprise space who would benefit
from LILL Since the UL platformm will
consolidate data from various sources

growth and a strong response fram
the people, So it is not surprising to
learn that the Unified Lending
Interface (ULI) will b= launched along
the same lines to cater to unmet
credit demand in the market. Though
many fintechs are using digital and

such as e-KYC, Andhaar, PAN

validation, and land records it could

be a seamiless exercise for both

lenders and borrowers, There would

e no threat to data privacy as it

wiould be consent-based lending.
Bal Gavind, MNoida

cers indicates the growing |

I Tuslon, the dli crisisisdrl-

of dedicated leadership for climate-
m]aled Initiatives. This mlepvadeg a

vingtransformation inboardrooms,add-
rmlngthe urgent need inrc'll.mam mlrm

tochamplon
principles,Chairs are advncatmﬂ dmnn
guishing the sustainability charter from
corporate social responsibility, recog-
nising that sustainability and climate
Issues directly impact business opera-
tions and investor confidence,

Moderate tax policy

Apropos of *Revisit tax, expenditure
policies" (FE, August 28), indeed
increasing tax on capital gains and just
trimming the direct tax slabs ket down
taxpayers, They want noteworthy tax
rate cut, including capital gains and
intermirtent tax sops, for increased
consumption and subsequent
dermand boost, At the same time, the
expenditure on several social welfare
plans causes fiscal skppages. The

dy ing comy
success, By maintaining Eucus,sta}dng

updated on regulatory changes, equip-
p ng board members to address climate

hts cha lead thairorgani

ward asustainable and

leakage of funds between spending
and reaching the beneficiary is huge
amd defeats the core purpose. The
government should work out a
moderate direct tax policy and
rationalise expenditures, both on
economic and social welfare plans,
Limited, moderate slabs in the goods
and services tax will increase
compliance and tax revenue,

MR Magarajan, Sivakasi
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Lingering trauma; A nurse with child victims of communal vielence in Amritsar, during the Partition in 1947, Their mather was stabbed to death in the riots, GETTY MAGES

Revealing the untold: translated stories of
Partition, written by women

The works of women writers like Geetanj

shree, lsmat Chughtai, K

ishna Sobti and Qurratulain Hyder contribute to a more nuanced and indusive

understanding of Partition history. [t provides a female perspective in a genre where discussions have lirgely been dominated by male writers

K5 Swatl

ranslation works that had long

lurked in the shadows, eagerly

awalting exposure, finally

received their global
recognition in 2022,

That year, Geetanjali Shree's Ret
Senmaedhi, rranslated from Hindi by Daisy
Rockwell as Tomb of Sand, won the
International Booker Prize. Now gaining
wide readership, Shree's 1998 Hindi work
Hemara Shahar Us Baras, translated by
Rockwell as Our City That Year, Is set to be
released on August 30, bringing into the
limelight the importance of women's
translated books, especially those on
Partition literature,

Unlike borders that can be shified by a
stroke of a pen, human identities are
deeply roated; a new homeland cannot
replace a lifetime of belonging, The
horrors of Fartition = 14.5 million people
displaced, brutal viclence inflicied on
women, men, and children, courntless
women abducted, and myriad other
5 — have been extensively
documented and discussed. However,
history has often overlooked the other
side of the coin: the experiences of
women caught in this crossfire. Confined
within their homes against their wishes
while men fought wars, their sacrifices
and silence have largely gone unnoticed,
Yet, a few unwavering women dared
write about the loss of id y, the pangs
of nostalgia, the quest for a new sense of
selfl in a shattered workd, and the longing
to return to their homeland,

Through these translations, we gain

THE DA

Y QU

insight into the lives of women who,
ed by societal norms a
ed spaces, bore the emotion
practical consequences of the Partition.

Fear and nostalgia

I Ismat Chughtais fadien (1972),
translated as Roors by M. Asaduddin and
included in the short story collection
Lifring the Vel published in 2000,
Chughtai explores the fear of what the
future holds and the unwillingness wo let
goof the past, as it is tied wo ones identity.
I this short story, the narrator's mother
refuses to go o the new country while the
rest of the family decides to leave. Having
spent her entire life in a house where
every nook and cranny is filled wit
memories — of her marriage, bearing
children, bllrg.lm. an u.n:hallml cord in the
Eﬂill’ly
hushand's L1sr breal
miake a new country her identity? |“‘I.|.'T
homeland no longer recognised her, how
would the new country, she ponde

In Khadija Mastur's Aargan, pul
in 1962 and transkated into English in 2{]“1
by Rockwell as Wosnen'’s Courtyard, we
witness the claustrophobic lives of
women confined within the four walls of
their homes.

It discusses how while men step out o
figght for justice, it is the women who bear
the emational and financial burdens of
their decisions. The protagonist’s mother
n order o protect
ain family stability
despite financial woes. The protagonist,
who dreams of pursuing higher
education, is instead forced to handle

domestic chores against her wishes.

The courtyard becomes both a literal
and symbaolic prison, illustrating the
narrow roles imposed on women and
how thelr autonomy is constralned by
societal structures.

Trapped identities

In a patriarchal society, women are seen
as symbols of fxmily honour. Thet
any act of violence against them i
a sign of disgrace 1o the family, as
elucidated in An Pritam’s Pinjar
(19500, a novella translited from Punjabl
by Khushwant \hu..h as Skeleton in 2002
The protagonist is kidnapped by a man on
the eve of hier wedding night as he wanted
1o take revenge on her family. When she
manages o escapse from his clutches, her
family refuses to acoept her, Disgraced,
disheartened and displaced, she has
option but to retwrn to her husband. With
her name changed, she struggles to
accept her new identity and longs for
identity, family and home, The novella
reveals that the status of women is a
product of the political and social
manipulations of the tme.

In Krishna Sobai's Gujarar Pakistan Se
Gufarar Hindustan Tak translated from
Hindi by Reockwell as Gujarat Here,
Gujfarar there, the protagor Krishna,
wrestles with questions of identity
aftermath of displacement, The Partition
compels her to redefine herself as she
navigates a transformed socio-political
landscape. It underscores the dual
burden of confronting both societal
norms and the trauma of displacement,
I the want of carving her own niche, the

protagonist applies for a job in the
princely state of Sirohi. However, she
faces prejudice as a refugee and is often
sulijected to sexist comments from her
previous employer. Yet, she remains
deterred. Once she gets the job of
becoming a governess to the ¢
maharaja, hope for a new identity
emerges but the future remains bleak.

The title symbolises the fractured
identities of those affected by Partition,
with "‘Gujarat’ representing both a place of

belonging and a lost homeland.

The world of the protagonist changed
at the stroke of midnight in Qurrantulai
Hyder's Mere Bhi Sanambhane in Urdu,
translited as My Temples, Too by Hyder
and published in 2004, Ina wartorn
country, which the protagonist once
envisioned was finally a just and orderly
was marred with not just
ce but also shattered her hopes,
dreams and her world,

This inner turmoil drives her to a state
nal and existential crisis, as she
5 1o reconcile the tered world
around her with the hopes and dreams of
her youth. The chaos of Partition forees
her to confront the loss of er cubural
and secial world, leaving her with a
profound sense of alienation and
disillusionment

Through the stories of these women,
the translated works contribute to a more
nuanced and inclusive understanding of
Partition history. It provides a female
perspective in a genre where discussions
have largely been dominated by male
writers focusing only on the horror and
crime inflicted on women,

B

Please send in your answers (o
daityquizi@thehindu.co.in

Test your knowledge on the history of the Paralympics that got underway on August 28

Y.V, Ramanan medals?

a
n QUESTION S
QUESTION 1

What was the predecessor of the
Paralympics held in 1948 called
and in which year and where were
the first Paralymipic Games held?

[
= QUESTION 6
‘What is Agitas (Latin for ‘| Move')
in the context of the Paralympic

QUESTION 2

Name the only sports in the
Paralympic programme that does | Games?
nat have an Olymplec counternpart,
k

QUESTION 3
What unique distinction does the
Hungarian fencer Pal Szekores

have? para cyching?
[ 8 [ 8
QUESTION 4 'QUESTION 8

According to the Internaticnal
Paralympic Committes, wha is the

time with 48 medals, including 32
godd, nine sitver, and five bronze

cM
K

disabiliny?

Since which editiom have the
Olymple and Paralympic Games
been held in the same city and
at the same venues?

[

QUESTION T

What is speciall about some
category of medallists in para
athletics, para triathion, and

Apart from para swimming.
which are the two other

most decorated Paralympian of all | disciplines that are open to
athletes with an intellectual

Visual question:
Identify this first Indian Paralympic gold medallist receiving the Padma Shri
and inwhich event did he sehieve suecess in 19727Fm

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's daily quiz: 1. The purpose of the
March on Washington. Ans: The purpose of
the march was to advocate for the civil
and econemic rights of African
Americans.

2, Afvican Americans were fneed from slavery
under this amendment of the U5,
Constitution. Ans: Thirteenth Amendment
3. This author was prevented from speaking
at the March because his comments would
b tod inflammatery. Ans: James Baldwin
4. The march is credited with helping to pass
this landmark civil nghts and Labour law in
the United States. Ans: The Civil Rights
Act of 1964

5, Falk singer Joan Baez led a crowd of 3,000
in singing this song during the march. Ans:
“We Shall Overeome'

Visual: Identify this speaker and name his
speech, Ans: Martin Luther King Jr, ‘1
Have a Dream’

Earty Birds: KN, Viswanathan| Tamal
Biswas| Sund Kannada| Yasir Manoor| Pranal
Biswas

FROM THE ARCHIV

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

“This is where you have gone wrong.
Instead of caleulating... What's the
atter? You don't feel all right?”

No. Cani | use your Lavatory?™
“Su stralght; it is the second door
on the right

“Feeling better?”

“Yes, Thank you™

“Don't ask your host or hostess 1o show
you the Lwvatory or Litrine.”

“What should 1 say?"

“Can | use your bathroom, please? Can
1 use your toilet please? These are polite
expressions.”

“What"s wrong with lavatory?"

“Nothing wrong except that it ks not
good manners to use it in company. There
was a thme when it was a respectable
word, We are all embarrassed to talk
about bodily functions, We don't refer 1o
them directly. We use euphemisms,

“What"s a euphemism?”

“A euphemism is a ‘mild or vague
expression substituted for one thought to
be too harsh or direct,” 1t is a substinue
for an expression that may offend or
suggest something unpleasant, People go
1o ridicubous lengths to avoid saying what
they consider to be unpleasant. Your host
will be greatly shocked and offended if
you ask him where you could urinate,
“Bathroom,” ‘toilet, are cuphemisms.
These are the ones that ; rl»!,mrm'ally
used. There are

“So euphemisms are l’CPI’\"ﬁlﬂ“\
are used 1o describe bodily functions.

“No. They are not restricted to bodily
functions. For example, you don't want to
say blunily “He died.’ You soften the blow
by saying ‘He passed away.” In our culture,
we tend to say ‘He reached the Lotus feet
of the Lord. Governments and advertisers
aleo use euphemisms. The following are
some: garbage man - sanltary engineer;
undertaker - funeral director;
wireapping - electronic surveillance;
bombing raids — protective retalia
War department - Defence departm,
poor countries - dewlumn;.c.wn[rh:&.
[ - revenue enhancement
cursions; toilet for men ts; toilet
fior women - Ladies; a meeting in conflict

ENCOUnter.

t 11 read out o you ar

nteresting letter
July 2, 1909 to
the White District Transportation
Superimendent of Sahibgan] Station then
in Bengal, In those days, 1 Was no
tollet facility on trains. ‘Privy’ was the
word that was ised once for ‘tollet’”

“Dear Sir,

1 am arrive by passenger train at
Ahmedpore station and my belly is oo
much swelling with jackfruit. I am
therefore went to privy. Just as | am doing
the nuisance, the guard making whistle
blow for train to go off and | am running
with lotah in one hand and dhotie in the
mext when | am fall over and expose all
y shockings to man, female women on
plarform. 1am get leaved at Ahmedpore
joa1. This too much bad. If passenger
o make dung, that damn guard no wait
train five minutes for him, [ am therefore
pray your honour to make big fine in that
guard for public sake. Other | am making
big reports to papers.

Yours faithiul servant,

Sd. Okhil Ch. Sen™
Published in The Hindu on March 16, 1953,

Word of the day

Menial:
wsed bn relation to unskilled work

SYNONYmMS: humbsle, lowly

Usage: the governs
farging jobseekers to do menial unpaid work

haz bean eriticizad far

Pronunciation: vilymenialpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fminiat

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject Text & Contest’
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

The number of
D-voters in Assam,
according to the CM

in ||lk|‘| Assam Chiel Minister

nm-ly 1.2 lakh people had
been ientified as "D (dublous or deubitiul)
voters of which 41,583 have been diclared
3 foreigners. The concept of ‘D' volers was
intraduced in Assam in 1997,

On Ukraine’s surprise incursion into Kursk

The attack caught Moseow off-guard and raised questions of an intelligence failure, According o Ukraine President Volodvimyr Zelenskyy, the aim of the

WORLD INSICG

Maneesh, T

Iy hours of August 6, the
nent of Kursk, a
| subject of Russia that
barders Ukraine to the west, sent
its Tebegram channel asking
residents to run for sheler from incoming
missile attacks. Hours Laver, the channel
prosted im G
Bulldings, with a
Smirma Acting Governor of the
region, “Tonight, the city of Suclzha was
shelled from the Ukrainian side. S
residential buildings were
clamage
Surprise incursion into Russia
southwestern province of Kursk, in the
first ground invasion of the country or the
erstwhile Soviet Unlon since World War 11,
Though the Russian ¥ I|\II) of
Defence
repelled several ralds by Ukrainian forces,
p«iw h almaost a battalion's worth
moured vehiches,
shington

peolocate
DC-based
showed otherw
the ISW said that f
had ailv
Lllc:lmlm 4

Stall Army General
o Eried 1o down play the
Iﬁlllill it was *largely

an forces continued their
raphd advancement into mmk In the
subsequent da
ng conscripts as they pushed
On August 16, they destroyed
across the Selm, Another was

As of August scording 1o
Presiclent Volodymyr Zel
were in control of 52 settleme
and 1,250 square kilom
territory. Mr. Smimov,
of the s
1,332,090 people b
from these terrliories.

For Ukraine, the prolonged war, which
has now dragged on for two-and-a-hall
years, took a turn for the worse in May
this year as Russian forces began
Lﬂlrn-\.lw in Kharkiv = its second-largest

' wind in llh' east,

early on the back foo, The
August 6 offensive was, in a way, its Last
attempl er batthe dyna

Tht rationale

illy, the surprise Incursion serves
purposes for Kyiv, It could be seen
iversion tactic employed w force

o shift its forces from the ongoing
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The number of
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government will set up

The government appraved 12
rew industrial clthes in 10 States

128,602 crore, Some of these industrial
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Dighi (Maharashtra), Palakkad (Kerala),
Agra, Prayagraj (U.P.) and Gaya in Bibar, #
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operation is to “create a bulfer zone” that would prevent further attacks from Russia across the border

Gaining ground: Ukrainian servicemen ride a military wehicle, near th Russian barder in the Sumy region, Ukraine on August 10. REUTERS

Alimited advance

As of August 19, according to Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, his forces were in control of
2 settberments in Kursk and 1,250 square kilometres

of Russian ter

ory
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public apology n.\1| Zelenskyy for the
maonths-long hold-up,

Republican nominee and former U.S,
I’rl'sulﬂll Donakd Tramp, on the other
hand, pledged ||1]||I3r o end the war by
negotl ] Moscow,
Mr. Trommp has always postured himsell as
someone who could end the war quickly,
even though he has not made bt ¢ ow
B intends vee it His rum
1.0, Vance, g the
growp of Republic
dropping milit
Biden out of the
Trump's wictory not out of the picture,
Kyiv knows that assistance from the US,

may no longer be guaranteed

post-November, G
supplier of ad w Kyiv, | ¥
announced that it would cut down on the
nee in 2025, With several such
nties looming, Kyiv has been

Whether or not the off
being & uccess, Kyi
the war directly 10 Kussian territor
annoineed (o Ihc world that Moscow's
theatre of ot impregnable. It has
ent hefore iis arms

Group rebellion rs:p(mdllsl year.

The Russian response
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Amount to be given
for hydropower

in northeast

4 136 in % crare, The
Unian Cabinet
°

approved equity

support to northeast States for developing
ydropower projects, totalling 15,000 MW
capacity over the
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Ukradne had launched a
surprise incursion into Russia's
southwestern province of
Fursk, in the first ground
Imvasian of the country or the
erstwhilie Soviet Union since
Wirdd War 1|

-

Russian President Viadimir
Putin accused Kyiv ol a
“lasge-scale provocation” even
a3 the Chiel of the General Stall
Army Genral Valery Gerasimoy
v b dowin play the situstion
by stating that it was “largely
under control®,

While: Ky has shifted the war's
nasrative through the surprise
Incursion, it remains Lo be seen
what it will gakn from the mave
i thee bang term,




Indlia is not well-placed to broker a
ceaselire between Russia and Ukraine

ust clays after his visit to Kylv, Prime Minis-
J ter Marendea Modi's telephonic conversa:

tons with U5, President Joseph Biden and
Russian Presidem Viadimir Putin have raised
hopes that New Delhi is ready to take the plunge
and attempt peacemaking in the Russia- Ukraine
conflict, Mr, Modi's travel to the UN in Septem:
ber, where he will meet U8, and European lead-
ers and possibly Ukradnian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy again, and another visit to Russia in
October for the BRICS summit, have fuelled 1f
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A silent democratic backlash in South Asia

Pakistan as well as the recent electoral

otteome of the general election in
Tndia, clearly suggest a silent democratic backlash
InSouth Asia. While there have been different
historical trajectories in postcolonial
democraces, we will make sense of this backlash
by comparing the Indian case with that of
Prakistan,

Comparisons of the Inclian and Pakistani
political systems in the post-colonlal years have
concentrated primarily on reasons why
democracy endured in India while Pakistan
transgressed into authoritariandsm, despite both
having a similar colonial legacy. Many scholars
have detailed the reasons contributing o

Bve recent developments in Bangladesh,
T and the earlier events in S Lanka and

hopes, However, those who are boosting specula:
tion of an Indian role may benefit from a careful
consideration of the clreumstances, and India's
positkon thus far, Since the 2002 Russian invasion
of Ukraine, India has remained distant from the
outcomes of what External Affairs Minister §,
Jakshankar had once called “Europe’s war™ and
any peace process that does not involve bringing
Russia and Ukraine to the table for talks. It had
even disassoclated itsell from the Swiss peace
summit, While Mr. Modi has consistently said
that India is “on the side of peace” alone, New
Delhi has been seen to be partial to Moscow, gi-
ven its historkeal thes and military and energy de-
pendencies. 10 will need 1o recast iisell in a more
unblased image, Meanwhile, the war continues
without pause, indicating the belief in both par-
tles of there still belng milivary gains to be made,
That Russia launched deadly attacks on Ukraine
Just before the Modi Moscow visit in July, and Uk
raine carrbed out operations into Russla's Kursk
Oblast just before his visit to Kyl list week, de-
monstrate the dangerous power play and mes.
saghng Mr, Zelenskyy and Mr. Putin can indulge
in, regardless of thelr guest's sensitivites.

With such entrenchid positions, New Delhi
st procesd with care i it indeed seeks o join
anks of others wanting invelvement in con
resolution, Successiul efforts have been few,
ve required focused agendas < the Black
1 Initiative; the IAEA effort, on nuclear
an the Zaporizhehia power plant; and the
latest exchange of Russian and Ukraindan prison:
ers. India must also articulate its own principles
for a ceasefire compromise and lasting peace,
The Modi government may well benefit from stu-
dying India's own history: In the 1950s, Prime Mi-
nister Jawaharlal Nehru, at the instance of Vien-
na, mediated  with Soviet  leader  Nikita
Khrushchey on troops withdrawal from the
north-east zone of Austria post-war, in return for
promises of Austrian neutrality, An Indian peace
initiative will be further complicated by the pro-
posals Ukraine and Russia have themselves put
forth: Mr, Zelenskyy insists on a full military with:
drawal from Ukraine by Russia first, and Mr, Pu-
tim has called for Ukrainian forces o withdraw
from regions now occupbed by Russia, and for Ky
v to formally give up any efforts to join NATO,

Focus on trial

Agencies should shed fixation on
keeping people in jail
T e Supreme Court order granting bail o

Bharat Rashtra Samithi leader K. Kavitha

hoes maore than grant rellef to a jalled pol-
ftbeian; it brings under focus the ll-motivated tac:
tle of wsing the judiclal process and the power of
arvest as 4 ool to hound political opponents. The
charge that the Delhi government's lgquor policy
wiis formiulated In exchange for crores of nipecs
o grant a fivourable deal to a certain bbby Is
quidte serbous, warranting a thorough nvestiga-
tion and falr prosecution, However, the focus of
the Centre and its agencies seems to be entirely
on keeping some political Agures imprisoned in
the runup to the trial. In oral observations, a
Bench of Justices B.R. Gaval and KN. Viswanath:
an has questioned the fairness of the investiga:
tion, especially because the agency has cited
some of those apparently involved as witnesses,
while seeking pardon 1o some arrested suspects
50 that they could testify as approvers. After a
spell during which the courts were reticent to dis:
regard the vehement objections by the prosecu:
to to the grant of badl, the jucliciary has now be-
gun 1o see through the atempt to use the
Baudl-denying features of the Prevention of Money:
Laundering Act (PMLAY to keep adversaries in
prison for long, The Court 11::1 carlier gramted
bl to Delhi Chiel Minister Arvind Kejriwal (saill
i fall o GBI case on the same allegations) and
Deputy Chief Minlster Manish Sisodia,

Ms, Kavitha has been accused of arranging the
alleged deal between the Delli government and a
“south lobby”. It is notable that the political lead-
ers have all been implicated by witnesses who
themselves appear to be involved in the case and
accused who have wrned approvers. The Bench
has questioned the Delhi High Court’s failure to
givee her the benefit of a proviso to Section 45 of
the PMLA, which allows grant of bail to women,
merely on the ground that she was educated and
not a “vulnerable” woman. T
the investigation by the CBI an
Directorate Is over was enough to grant ball. In-
stead of vehemently objecting 1w ball, and spend-
ingg their time Aling lengthy replies 1o a spate of
ball petitions In varlous courts, prosecutors
should concentrate on bullding a water-tight
case, They should now focus on opening the wrial
and concluding it within a reasonable time-
The agencies concermed should remem-
headlines that chte fabulous sums of mo-
ney allegedly pald as bribes and thousand page
charge sheets can impress only a few. Trial courts
wollld surely prefer concrete evidence and relia-
bile: testimony backed by relevant documents.

%

s i India i 1 o Pakistan. These
range from the presence of a mass-based political
party system in India versus an organisationally
weak Muslim Leagus to the dominance of
particular soclal classes constituting the Congress
cmiddle classes) and the Muslim League (the
landed aristocracy).

While the value of such works is evident and
advanees our understanding of the political
trajectories of India and Pakistan, the traditional
comparison has undermined atemps at
understanding the democratic space in Pakistan
In the same vein that it has obfuscated analysis of
an authoritarian tendency in the India pnlllic.ﬂ
system despite its democratic credentials, We
expand on what we understand and imply hylhl-s
particular reasoning and argue that India and
Pakistan are in the midst of a silent democratic
backlash, where soclal forces are seeking to
reckiim democratie space,

A table de an "

el was 1y pdrwd 282 case ohmwlmmllsm
with s functional demoeracy, a history of free and
fair ebections and the well-aceepted operative
Ide.: of the separation of powers. Barring the

fon of the i ition of the yin
1975, India remained an accountable democracy.,
Constitutional vision and the anti-colonial legacy
chich well in the Indian case to maintain the
dominance of chvil rule over military rule,
Krishna Menon, who served as the Defence
Minister (1957-62) in Jawaharlal Nehru's cabinet,
played his part in undermining the armed forces,
whether out of a larger vision of maintaining the
supremacy of civilian rule or merely out of being
“meanest and pettiest’ wwards his generals, as

Siddial

Professor, School of
Palities and
International
Relations,

Quald bAzam
Unbversity, Iilamabad,
Pakistan

Assotiate Professar,
Centre bor Political
Studies, Jawaharlal
Hehm University,
How Delhi

The political
irajectories of

Jabram Ramesh notes in his recent blography of

Krishna Menon, India never fced the threat of
military dictatorship.

However, the rise of Narendra Modi in 2004
changed all that. India played the catchup game
In moving briskly towards an authoritarian model
of governance based on executive overreach. It
was, perhaps, for the first time that the Indian
democratic exercise not only took a presidential
form but also campalgned for an Opposition-free
democracy with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)'s
campaign for a "Congress-neuke Bharat', The
current dispensation has been politicising issues
related to security and the armed forces,
Unibversities in India are sought 1o be converted
Inte havens of religiosity and symbolism of armed
forces to counter the democratic prodest politics
of students and youth,

In Pakistan

Pakistan, on the other hand, started out as a lost
canse with the bureaucracy amd the military
pulbverising the political process and steering it in
thee direction ol tarianism. Despite the
deep-seated muthoriarianism at the elite bevel, all
military dictatorships, from 1958, saw their
demise through large-scale protests underlying
the distaste of the masses with military rule. In
one case, mass protests ushered in Pakistan’s first
general ebection, the onset of military oppression

eastern wing and the disintegration of the
state bn 1971~ the exact sslte of what the
military intended. The ir 1 to control and

dominate the political system collapsed again
under the welght of a Liwvyers' anda

since 2008 is a further deepening and widening
of the citizenry's advocacy for democracy, and a
developing contradietion between the political
class and military over who has the right to rule,
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FT1) government
and the military embarked on a ‘one page’
mantra only tosee the Pakistan Muslim Les
(), or the PMLN, taking out public rallies
criticising the government, but, more crucially,
the military for its political engineering,

Ater the successful vote of no-confidence
against its government, the PT1 filled the PMLNS
shoes by targeting the military for its dismissal
which deeply resonated with the public, The
result: the PT] emerged as the largest vote-getter
and political party In Parliament in the general
election despite the entire state machinery
working to the contrary, What one learns is that
an alliance with the military provides poliical
elites a short-term. muluw|xw.u but only at
Increased bonal costs as a more politicall
and socially nw1r\-tilbtenrycp\sllons this
alliance as well as the military's political
engineering,

The general election chia witnessed a
demoeratic push-back againse the BJPs
authoritarian politics, In Pakistan, the
military-party nexus has come under the scanner
with public protests and the legitimacy of the
elections being questioned by the public,
Though, one must hasten to add that in India, the
middle classes yearned for dictatorship during
certaln historical moments such as the
Emergency in 1975, They have felt that
e hip would be more efficlent In managing

public loss of leghimacy as General Musharral®s
rule alienated the masses and the political elies
alike, Sinee 2008, Pakistan has had four general
electbons and a relative transitioning to
democracy, however, typified by a strong

psh bk sgainst this transivion by the miliary,
Duaringg this time, Pakistan's politics has witnessed
a political elite consensus to continue on the
democratic path (as witnessed in the Charter of
Democracy and also the 18t Amendment). But
thee last two elections (2018 and 2024) signify a
worrying trend on the part of the poliical elites
1o seek consensus with the military o not only
outbid but, more importantly, decimate and wipe
out political opponents.

The result, however, for the political elies
undertaking tactical alliances with the military
for political survival and the military isell has
been the contrary, What Pakistan has witnessed

India‘s diversity and the social chaos that comes.
with it Historically, the Pakistani middle class has
also displayed a conservative political ateitisde
favouring military rile as opposed to a chaotic
demoeratie polities, A younger generation though
has become increasingly eritieal of the military’s
Inngreess i polities,

In perspective
A comparative analysis of the Indian and
I'al:lalanl Thistorical experience tells us that as

I Ing backsliding there
Are newer mrr!uls being devised by the
cltizenry, including the use of digitalised spaces,
to produce a democratic backlash. In both India
and Pakistan, they have spoken through electoral
outcomes leading to a stable political transition in
India, One has to watch what form iowill take in
Pakistan,

Sharpening India’s anti-tuberculosis fight

he omnipresence of tuberculosis (THY in
T the pages of I:Ix!m{ and licerature bs

testimony to how the disease has plagued
generations across the world and continues to be
a major problem even today. India bears over a
cpuarter of the global T8 burden, Political will in
India has helped drive a great deal of progress in
the fight against the disease, For example, in
2003, addressing the big challenge of ‘missed’ TH
cases, 25,1 lakh patients were diagnose i
as having T, highlighting strengthened case
fincling efforts. However, as we work woward the
goal of T elimination - the Prime Minister has
urged cltizens 1o work wwards TR elimination -
wee must look to Innovate and deploy proven
technologies and waols at our disposal,

Regimens and issiies
The first low-hanging frult that 1 believe must be
Invested in urgently s new shorter reglmens lor
clrug reskstant T, It has been encouriging (o
learn that Incia will soon introchice the '.'.\urld
Health O (WHO)
shorter regimen for drog resistanm TB. The
current regimens on offer are long and arduous,
requiring pathents 1o consume nearly 13 w14
tablets every day if they are on the shorter nine 1o
Memonth regimen, or four to five tablets every
clay i they have been put on the 18 1o 24 month
longer regimen. The treatment is physically and
psyehologically draining and has severe side
effects, such as loss of hearing, and even
psyehosis,

Moreover, a problem with such an extended
treatment reglmen that requires regular visits (o a
T clinie for nearly two years is loss of
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employment, driving many families into poverty,

2022, WHO recommended ¢ orter, safer
and more effective regimens called Bral/M for all
drug-resistant TB patients, and there is a lot of
recent data that show this regimen to be more
elfective with better compliance. With only three
to four tablets every day, patients can complete
their treatment wﬁ- months, with minimal
shde effects, The success res of this reglmen are
also reported 1w be higher — 89% as con 1o
thee 68% treatment success rate reported in the
country in the 2023 India TB Report. Glven lis
efficacy, close o 80 countrbes around the world
have already procured the BPal/M regimen and
about 20 of the highest burden countries are
already rolling it out.

Research indicates that savings from
Implementing this reglmen will be between 40%
o 90% of the cost of current treatment regimens,
and that an immediate transition to BPal/M
could result in an annual sving of approximately
740 million (or approximately 16,180 crore) for
hialth systems globsally. This is a more effective
and safer solution wo treat drog-resistant TB and
we mvust work on expediting access to this
regimen to all eligible patients across the country,

Making the best use of new treatments
The next question is this. How do we go about
diagnosing more people with TS so that they can
benefit from these game-changing new
treatments? The answer lies in uwkuu sure that
re screening and testing quickly and
efficlently to reduce delays in accurate diagnosis.
For this, a proactive approach is essential. It is
time we modernised and used health datasets,

which include GIS mapping, to identify
vulnerable populations such as those wi
comorbidities (for example, i
diabetes and HIV), former COV
at-risk communithes in slums, prisons, or those
whi are homeless, Targeted mulil-disease
focused sereening drives can then be conducted
o detect T cases early, even among those
without typleal symptoms.,

In fact, recent evidence highlights that a
shgmificant number of people with pulmonary
(e, lumgh T may not exhibit recognisable
symptoms such as cough, fever, welght loss, or
night sweats. The National TB Prevalence Survey
(2019-21) highlights the importance of chest
Xerays, which detected 42.6% of cases that would
have otherwise been missed. Leveraging
advancements in technology, portable X-ray
machines equipped with Al-driven 1ools can
shnifcantly reduce diagnostie delays, especially
in remaote and under-resourced aneas.

Further, there §s a eritieal need to expand the
e of rapid molecular tests over less sensitive
mieroscopy methods for fster detection and
drug resistance profiling. This shiflt is crucial in
promptly identifying TR cases and determining
appropriate treatment options, In short, by
progctively identifying at-risk populations and
Investing in and keveraging advanced/innovative
diagnostic technologies, we can improve TB
detection rates, reduce delays, and enhance
reatment outeomes.

As wie ook to eliminate tuberculosis and and
make our country TEfree, prioritising these
essential areas will be critical as these will be an
Investment ina healthier futare for all of s,

Bail to BRS leader Kavitha they seem to have failed 1o anomalies in the are ingxpensive, Therefore, attract | inte C ion | hed the
The Supreme Count of find any exculpatory investigation, only results in | commerce ought not to be Tamil Nadu (August 28) mllablllly of eco-friendly
India's scathing criticism of evidence against the main unbridled corruption. seen as arcliable parameter | does have some merit. The smart bikes, but many of
the Enforcement Directorate | accused, Autonomy to the ED and in gauging the popularity of | State has value on account them are now lying idle in
(ED) and the Central Bureau | The Court’s observations the CBI is a prerequisite to ayurveda, Instead of of its demography, state of parking lots that are no

of Investigation (CBI), which | spell hope that the targeting | curbing corruption, Good functioning as a democracy and demand. lenger functional.

it made while granting bail of the Opposition and governance can only evolve | trade-promater for However, some points need | Regular users have reported
to the Bharat Rashira dissenting volces will end with honest politicians at ayurvedic products, the to be stressed. Industrial that many bikes are
Samithi leader K. Kavitha in | soon, the helm of affairs, AYUSH Ministry would do estates can be a boon in damaged, with rusty

the Delhi liguor policy scam
("SC grants bail to Kavitha,
questions faimess of probe”,
August 28], should come as.
a huge embarrassment to
both the central agencies,
They have been chastised
for quite some time lor
being a political instrument
of the government to target
key Oppasition political
figures. The top court has
also faulted the Delhi High
Court’s refusal to grant her
bail,

The agencies now face a
significant loss of eredibility
In the case, where dispite
an “extensive investigation’,

&0

Hamal Laddha,
Bengalur

Tha grant of bail by the
Court has clearly exposed
the absence of diligence by
the ED and the CBIin a
high-profile case invelving
political bigwigs. The
Court's observations should
be viewed with all
sertousness by the central
government which should
now restore the credibility
of these apex investigating
agencies at the carliest.

At the same time, the failuse
to punish political leadirs,
because of loopholes and

)

MV, Nagavender Rao,
Hyderabad

Ministry a
Thie AYUSH Ministry seems
o think that promoting
ayurveda ks essentlally
about promoting the
commercial prospects of
ayurvedie products. Its
emors of omission and
commission emanate from
this misconception.
Authentic ayurvedic
practice seeks 1o make the
public as sell-rellant as ks
safely passible; s humble
in its outlook and relies an
drugs and measures that

wiell to focus on enhancing
the evidence-based quality
of traditional medical
systems, Its track record in
doing this has been dismal,
OF, G.L. Krishna,

Bengaluru

LS. visit, investments

The decision by the Tamil
Nadu Chied Minister to visit
the United States in order to

Corrections & Clarifications

development. But when an
area is identified for an
estate, 10% of the land area
must be set aside for public
purposes. No wet lands may
be utilised for any industrial
purpose,

A.J. Rangarajan,
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Damaged smart bikes

The Greater Chennal

The expanion of BOCI i Bowrd of Control for Cricket in india and not
Board o Cricket bor Cricket in india, a4 mentioned in & report, = Jay Shah
et 1o bocoms youngest I chaliperson™ ['Spont” page, August 26, 2004).
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wheel-chains, low air
pressure, and dysfunctional
pedals, In the Tondiarpet
zane, for example, nearly 10
bikes are parked on the
road, The smart bike app
showed only four cycles to
be avallable, There are
similar issues in locations
such as Nungambakkam,
Egmaone, Nehru Park, and St.
Themas Metro stations.
Priyadharshin 5.,

Chennal
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Establishing a carbon market

that polluting industries,

such as iron, steel, and
aluminium, will have to conform
o emission targets. “A road map
fior moving the "hard o abate’
industries from energy efficiency
targets to emission targets will be
formulated. Appropriate
regulations for transition of these
industries from the current
‘Perform, Achieve, and Trade'
(PAT) mode to the ‘Indian Carbon
Market” mode will be putin
place,” she said.

n her Budget speech, the
l Finance Minister signalled

PAT versus emissions trading
The Bureau of Energy Efficiency
defines PAT as a “regulatory
instrument to reduce specific
energy consumption in
energy-intensive industries, with
an assocated market
based-mechanism to enhance the
cost effectivencss through
certification of excess energy
saving which can be traded.”

PAT Is about meeting energy
efficiency standards, which means
for producing a certain output,
there is an attempt 1o Se o More
than a prescribed amount of
energy. 5o, a firm that produces
more steel than another can use
more fusel, but can still be more
energy efficient. There is no
restriction on the absolute energy
used. Meeting these standards
generates credits or certificates for
successful firms, which they can
trade,

In contrast, emissions trading,
often known as cap and trade, isa
market-based approach to
controlling pollution by providing
economic incentives for achieving
reductions in the emissions of
pollutants. Polluters are given
emission caps. This is not based
on relative standards such as
energy-efficiency requirements,
but on absolute stanclards, which
are emission ceilings,

The Finance Minister's
announcement underlines the fact
that even from the perspective of a
developing country such as India,
climate change is not about equity
concerns alone, but also about

| fossil fue
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Climate change

is not about

equity concerns
s

for viable
options o move

excessive
dependence on

searching for viable options to
move away from excessive
dependence on fossil fuel.

It is begitimate that Inclia
Te-ArTanges or improves upon its
existing PAT scheme of devizes jis

Governor vs government in Karnataka

The State is having to deal with such a conflict after more than a decade

STATE OF PLAY

In the last 15 years, India has version of carbon market mode
been trying to decarbonise variows | within the boundaries of its NDCs.
sectors to meet its multiple India’s NDC consists of eight K.V. Adlitya Bhardwaj

development prerogatives, targets, two of which relate to the
including poverty alleviation and energy sector, The first is 1o
providing its population accessto | reduce emissions intensity of its
affordable and reliable energy. GDP by 45% below the 2005 levels

India joined the Clean
Development Mechanism, one of
the Kyoto Protoco’s ‘llexibility
mechanisms' allowing

by 2030. The second is to achieve
about 50% cumulative electric
power Installed capacity from
non-fossil fuel-based energy

industrialised countries to sources by 2030, subject to
undertake climate mitigation international finance and
projects in developing countries technology transfer.

through which they could earn
certified emission reduction units
which could be traded and used
by them to meet their emission
reduction targets. By 2011, India
became the largest supplier of
Certified Emission Reduction
Units in the world after China. In
pursuance of its National Mission
for Enhanced Enengy Efficiency

Since India does not have
binding greenhouse gases
reduction targets compared o a
baseline year in pursuance of its
NDCs, it is likely that it will have its
own version of the carbon market,
different from the European
Union Emissions Trading System
{ETS). India has not taken a formal
stand on ETS and has refused

i ission cuts, At this

(one of the eight missé
comprising the National Action
Plan on Climate Change), India
launched PAT in 2002,

India needs iron and steel for
industrialisation, especially given
the massive housing demand in
urban centres with a rising
population. Emissions from iron
and steel production are big
contributors to climate change. In
the context of a Net Zero
Emissions scenario by 2050, the
Imernational Energy Agency (IEA)
says in a policy brief that the signs

of the announced iron and steel 1EA policy brief, it will include Governor and even petitioned

projects meeting net zero updating emissions measurement the State police to book those

emissions is very low. methodologies to support the who issue “derogatory state- | and
launch of a domestic carbon ments” against him under the

Carbon market mode

In the international legal system,
substantive obligations on climate
change mitigation can be

¥
stage, ETS will be in conflict with
India’s development priorities.
The 2021 draft blueprint
presented by the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency envisages two
mechanisms: in the first phase, a
voluntary market supported by a
domestic project-based offset
scheme (carbon offset
mechanismy; and in the second, a
compliance market with
mandatory participation for
regulated entities (carbon credits
trading mechanism). As per the

credits trading scheme from 2026,
which will include the iron and
steel sector, alongside other
industry sectors such as

deseribed as due diligence petrochemicals, chemicals, and
obligations or obligations of aluminium®.

conduct. This means that states India’s search for an

are obligated t ise their best ppropriate policy teol towards

possible efforts to mitigate climate
change. An example of a due
diligence obligation is the

establishing a carbon market of its
choice shows that climate change
debates cannot be built around

nationally determined equity alone; they also need to be
contributions (NDCs), at the heart located in the broader context of
of the Paris Agreement 2015, socioseconomic priorities.

dhinya bharadwap@thsersindu co.in

he Congress-led go-
vernment in Karnata-
ka and Raj Bhavan,
presently occupied by Thaa-
war Chand Gehlot, a former
minister in the Narendra Mo-
di-led Union  government,
have been on a collision
course for more than a month.

The public spat began with
the Governor issuing a show-
cause notice to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah over a private
complaint alleging corruption
in the allocation of 14 alternate
sites by the Mysore Urban De-
velopment Corporation (MU-
DA) to his wife in lieu of 316
acres of land she owned which
MUDA developed, reportedly
without acquiring it. He even-
tually gave sanction for prose-
cution in the case.

Since then, the State go-
vernment, the Congress, and
ahost of civil soclety and caste
organisations,  considered
“anti-BIP”, have decried the
actions as “the BIP's efforts to
destabilise an Opposition go-
vernment”, calling the Gover-
nor a “puppet” of the Union
government. The BIP has exit-
cised the protests against the

Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989,

The State government has
also been trying to project the
Governor as partisan. On Au-
gust 22, the State Cabinet re-
commended to the Governor
to take a "quick decision™ on
requests for sanction for pro-
secution against four NDA
leaders: three former BJP mi-
nisters and JIS) leader H.D.
Kumaraswamy, who is Union

Karnataka

Minister for Heavy Industries
and Steel. Of the four, Lokay-
ukta Police have sought sanc-
tion for prosecution against
Mr. Kumaraswamy and min-
ing haron G. Janardhan Reddy
and a preliming ingui

Murugesh Niranl. At least two
of these requests have been
pending at Raj Bhavan for
mare than a year.

Several ministers  have
sought to contrast this delay
with how the Governor served
a show-cause notice to the
‘Chief Minister promptly on Ju-
ly 26, just hours after a com-
plaint alleging corruption in
MU was lodged against him
by an activist, On August 1, the
‘Cabinet advised the Governor
to withdraw the notice, which
also highlighted this contrast.
Mr. Siddaramaiah’s petition
before the Karmataka High
‘Court challenging sanction for
prosecution also argues that
the move “reflects a clear bias
extraneous  influence.
This selective treatment and
the apparent political motiva-
tions behind the Governor's
actions are indicative of legal
mala fides.” Deputy Chief Mi-
nister D.K. Shivakumar has an-
nounced a ‘Raj Bhavan Chalo®
march on August 31, demand-
ing that the Governor give
sanction  for  prosecution
against the NDA leaders too.

The State government has
also pointed out that the Go-
vernor has sent back 11 Bills
secking clarification since Ja-

nuary. Six of these were sent
back in August alone, after the
g of war between the State
government and Raj Bhavan
escalated. Fifteen Congress le-
gislators issued a joint state-
ment in which they called the
Governor’s decisions “politi-
cally motivated” and said thar
he was "acting like an Opposi-
tion leader”, Mr. Shivakumar
asked, “If the Governor takes
decisions based on what suits
the BJP, why do we need go-
vernments in a democracy?”

Mr. Gehlot has remaived re-
solutely silent and has not res-
ponded 1o any of these allega-
tions till date.

This is not the first time that
the State government and Haj
Bhavan are in conflict in Kar-
nataka. A similar situation
played out in 20011 when the
then  Govermor,  Hansraj
Bhardwaj, a former minister
in the United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) government, had
sanctioned prosecution
aggainst the then Chiefl Minister
B.S. Yediyurappa of the BJP in
land de-notification cases in
January that vear. Mr. Yediyu-
rappa was arrested in the Ra-
«chenahalli denotification case
in October 2011 by the Lokay-
ukta Police. In the intervening
period, he resigned as Chief
Minister after a Lokayukta re-
port on illegal mining indicted
him. However, in 2015, the
High Court of Karnataka
quashed Mr. Bharadwaj's deci-
shon to sanction prosecution,
providing relief wo the former
Chief Minister. Following this,
all the FIRs against Mr. Yediyu-
rappa were quashed.

Mr. Siddaramaiah has re-
peatedly tried to emphasise
that unlike in the case of Mr,
Yediyurappa, neither he nor
his party were in power when
the 4 sites in question were al-
lotted to his wife by MUDA
and that he was not linked w
the sanctioning process.

India is getting complacent in its fight against polio: data

Coverage levels are poorest in the north-cast, where the latest case of vaccine-derived polio was detected

| DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
R. Amanda Miriam Fernandez

ata from the National Fa-

mily Health Surveys show

that the pace of adminis-
tration of the polio vaccine has
slowed down in India. Coverage of
the last dose remains relatively
poor. Coverage levels are poorest
in the north-east, where the latest
case of vaccine-derived polio was
detected in a two-year-olkd child in
Tikrikilla village in the West Garo
Hills of Meghalaya. Notably, cover-
age was lowest among the poorest
I holds where the educath
levels of the female head of the fa-
mily were not advanced.

While the last case of wild polio-
virus in India was recorded in 2011,
rare cases of vaccine-derived po-
liovirus continue to be reported.
Though the government has clari-
fied that the latest case is vaccinge-
derived, it is unclear whether itis a
case of IVDPY (immunodeficiency-
related vaccine-derived poliovi-
rus}, affecting just that one child,
or circulating vaccine-derived po-
lkovirus (@VDPV), which can im-
pact the entire community.

The World Health Organization
has said, “The problem is not with
the vaccine itself, but with low vac-
cination coverage. If a population
is fully immunised, they will be
protected against both vaccine-de-
rived and wild polioviruses... Cir-
culating VDPVs occur in places
where routine or supplementary
immunisation activities are poorly
conducted.”

Chart 1 shows the share of chil-
dren (1223 months) who received
various doses of specific vaccines
by the appropriate age in 2009-21.
Coverage of the last dose of the po-
lio vaccine was lowest among the
four select vaccine types - polio,
DPFT  (Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertus:
sis), Hepatitis B, and T

polio vaccine was comparable 1o
others, coverage of the last dose
lagged behind the rest.

This has not always been the
case. Coverage of the last dose of
the polio vaccine was much higher
than coverage of the last dose of
the DPT vaccine in 1992.93, 1998
49, and 2005-06, and higher than
that of the Hepa
2015-16. However, in 2009-21, cov-
erage of the last doses of the DPT
and HepatitisB  vaccines  sur-
passed that of the polio vaccine.
This hints at the possibility that In-
dia has become complacent in its
fight against polio, possibly after it
was declared polio-free (in 2014).
Chart 2 shows the share of Indlan
children (1223 months) who re-
ceived the last dose of specific vac-
cines by the appropriate age
ACTOSS Years.,

Table 3 shows the share of chil-
dren (12-23 months) who received
the last dose of the polio vaccine in
201921, based on their house-
held's background characteristics.
There is no motable variation in
coverage based on gender, resi-
dence, and caste. However, the
education level of the mother
played a vital part - coverage in-
creased as her education levels in-
creased, The wealth of a house-
hold also played a significant part
~ coverage among the poorest
households lagged behind the oth-
ers. There was no difference in
coverage between the middle class
and the rich. Coverage was also
Tow among Muslim households.

Map 4 shows the State-wise
share of children (1223 months)
who received the last dose of the
polio vaccine in 2009-21. Coverage
lagged behind in the north-eastern
States and in Untar Pradesh, Od-
isha, Tamil Nadu, Weest Bengal and
Himachal Pradesh recorded over
90% of coverage for the last dose,
while Nagaland, Meghalaya, Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Assam, Tripura
and Uttar Pradesh recorded less
than 75%

{protects against five diseases) -
administered in India. While cov-
erage of the first three doses of the
o~ @D
@

inputs from Mahammad Ubaldullah AL,
Modamed Alrhamish NA.

- »

Itis time to increase vaccine coverage

The data for the charts were sourced from the Mational Family Health Survey editions 1,2, 3, 4and 5

Chart 12 % of children (12-23 months) who received vanious
doses of specific vaccines by the approgriate age in 2009-21
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Table 3: The share (%] of children (12-23 months) who
received the last dose of the polio vaccine in 2019-21, based
on their s h

Parameter | | %

Sex

Male 50.5% | Hindu 0%
Female [ BO% | Muslim TS 8%
Birth order Christian 2%
1 B25% | Sikh 825%
23 | an2% | Budnist sL6%
a5 | T5.6% | Jain 8T.1%
Gormare o7 | came

Residence B se 305%
Urban TI% | 5T | 804%
Rural I B0.5% -UB': | e
Mother's schooling Other | e
o 7% | Wealth quintile

“<syears T s | Poorestzon 75.8%
57 years | ao% | second 79.6%
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 29, 1974

Articles worth Rs. 30 lakhs
seized in Bombay IT raid

Bombay, Aug. 29: Gold bricks, silver bars,
diamonds, jewellery and silver utensils, demand
drafts and hundis valued at more than Rs. 30
lakhs were seized by Income Tax officials
yesterday from the residence and business
premises of a widow and her son here.

One of the gold bricks bore the markings of
the Bank of England. On learning of the raids the
woman air dashed here from Madras. Ona tip
off from their counterparts the Income Tax
authorities recovered from her as she alighted,
demand drafis and hundis valued at Rs. 70,000.
Incriminating documents were also seized from
her residence.

This was described as the biggest search
macde in Bombay.

The authorities said a simultaneous action
was taken in Madras where the firm had a
branch following which the business-woman
had left Madras carrying hundis, demand draft
and a bunch of keys.

They said one gold brick alone with markings
of Bank of England weighed 14 kg. Then there
were five gold bars each weighing three kg, and
bearing Reserve Bank markings. Gold coins of
Indian and foreign markings weighed about
seven kg., the authorities said. There are several
small gold chips.

Income Tax authorities said that the gold
brick and bars were found in a concealed cavity
of the wall of a safe which could not be opened
easily. Expert locksmiths were summoned to
break it open.

It is stated that the woman had filed wealth
returns giving the value of jewellery and
ornaments in her possession at only Rs. one
lakh, against well over Rs. 30 lakhs recovered
from her premises in the raids.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 79, 1924
Bombay Governor’s tour

Bombay, Aug, 28: H.E. the Governor of Bombay
and Lady Wilson arrived in Bijapur this morning
«on an official visit and were accorded a public
reception. During the morning His Excellency
visited the world-famed monuments of Gel
Gumhez Ibrahim Rosa and Maliki Maidan after
which the Malik Sandal Masjid was inspected.
His Excellency held an investiture and granted
Sanads to Khan Saheb Umar Buran and Rao
Saheb M.B. Desal,

l“_ . L_ ,.' LLH]
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Wanted: a strategy to turn climate
research into disaster management

Climate research's goals were ance research papers and PhiDs, but now it must meet people’s needs by bringing science to society; govis, and disaster

management agencies are depending on it and sectorspecific extension agents are necessary to bridge the research and adimir

Raghu Murtugudde

s increasingly aw r\-nlllw

plely evolving risk Lindscape,
These risks are a combination of weather
bhilities of the local

il thelr exposure, Risks are
best managed and mitigated with

well planned responses, The Natlonal
Disaster Managemaent Authority (NDM
dleserves the kudos it receives for
response to disasters and s help reducing
their mortality and damage. But it also
contends with many knowledge gaps and
barriers in improving its operations
meet India's need to be weather-rea
resilient.

Newver cease to surprise
Mot reglons of Inclia know by now to
expect weather extremies in all seasons,
including heatwaves, wildfin vy
rains, landslides, droughts, and cyclones.
The India Meteorlogical Department
(MDY tries 1o keep pace by improving its
forecasts of all weather ha: even if
they tend to not be as local (in scale) as
required to plan disaster responses. Skills
can always improve,

A Jembe instliutions and government

arch Eacilities play an important role in
J(ham:m{ o il precictive
understanding, and improving predictions.
They also continue to develop and
implement novel approaches to
downscaling global, coarse-resolutic
forecasts to hyperlocal scales for specific
SeCtors.

Climate changge m:

tifests locally as

S 15
wee are spared from heatwaves, Similarly,
rainfall extremes now occur not only
during the monsoon season of June (o
September but also during the pre- and
post-maonsoons. Land that ks weakly
supported suffers more landslides as a
result. Wildfires have also been reported to
be on the rise.

Exacerbated to weather extremes
Vulnerability isn't entirely natural,

Thanks to India’s population and
economic growth, people are moving into
more unsafe regions and establishing
informal housing on unstable slopes and
Tlood-promne an he more exotic of
these places have invited more tourists, as
o result of which the state sets up more
infrastructure in these locales and
encourages other economic activitles, such
aa replacing forest cover with cash crops
and plantations.

The recent landslides in Wayanad put
such a dangerous mix of factors on full
display.

Taken together, vulnerabilivy is a

and/or policies could
also be creating a moral hazard by
incentivising people wo increase their
exposure o climate risks.

Ineffective translation
Tnckla continues to lnvest heavily in climate
i d climate services,
abe services translate forecasts into
-making in agriculiure,
water and energy resources, healthcare,
transportation, and other sectors, But the
uptake of this information has been
remarkably bow because it's either not
location: or sector-specific as it needs o be
or there aren’t enough people with the

! SCIENCE QUIZ

A brief history of crew capsules

Vasudevan Mukunth

h

QUESTION 1

The warld's first human spaceflight, with
cosmonaut Yurl Gagarin, happened onboard
the Vostok 1 crew capsule. Crucial to the
Soviet Union's support for this vehicle was X's
demand — which the space programme met
hat Vostok 1 be able to function as a
spacecralt as well as a5 a spy satellite, Name
N

h

QUESTION 2

John Glenn was the first U5, citizen to get into
warth orbit, Name the firest LS. individual on a
suborbital flight, onboard the country's

hich

Mercury space ca|
preceded Apollo)

o

programme |

QUESTION 3

™
K

rative enterprises

i nin. s e
Aroad damaged by al\nduup trigggened by heavy rain at Balugan] in Shinila on August 21, Most regions of ndia now: enpect weather extremes in all seasons

right skills 1o us

Academia and many private ventures
continue to push the limits of translating
the IMD's forecasts into hyperlocal scales
and o improve the skills to deliver
value-added products for users, Even when
specific products are generated at the scales
and skill-levels requiired, operationalising
them or providing them in a tmely and
routine manner remains a major hurdle.
Two examples illustrate this problem.

() Irrigation advisories: Weather
forecasts frequently are translated 1o
farmescale information o manage irrigation
from days | to 5 and water arrangement
information for up to 4 days, Experts
combine wits on thelr irrigation
practices with data of soll properties, erop
yphes, water requirements, and crop stress
so that rainfall forecasts can inform
decisbons about whether there is sufficient
water for irrigation and what the schedule
should be,

The author was a part of one such
deciston-support ool developed for grape
in Nashik district.
co-development of this solution with
showed that in both kharif and rabi
seasons, up to 0% of water can be saved
without any boss i crop yiekl,
arge-scale operationalisation
recuired: farmers need o use this ool Iu
document the usefulness and usability of
irrigation advisorbes over a few years, so
that the tool can be improved. This is
planned in the form of an app wln.m
farmers ¢ i
continuous feedback to t
The researchers can use rhls
upsdate the tool for ather region
eraps,

Bur engaging farmers in large numbers
and developing the app requires i
Involvement of local governiments, NGOs,

Hame the Russian crew capsule whose first and
tenth flights resulted in the world's first in-Right
and in-space human deaths in 1967 and 1971,
respectively. The latter remains the only
Instance of humans dying in space.

LY

QUESTION 4

Name the project the Chinese space
programme approved in 1992 that developed
human spacelight technalogy, After an
uncrewed test flight in 1999, the project was
renamed Shenzhou

[

QUESTION §

In 1990, bran sald it would pursue human
spacellight with the USSR's support, but then
the latter dissolved. The praject was apparently
revived in the 20104 before being paused again
in 2007, until in Decervber last year when lran
launched animals to space in a test copsule.
What is the name of this capaule?

Climate services translate
forecasts into support for
decision=-making. But the uptake
of this information has been low
hecause it s either not as
location: or sectorspecific as it
needs t be or there are not many
people with right skills to use it

and farmers organisations or cooperatives.
One can see this as the purview off

extension agencies that - if they exist
could translate research into daily, weekly,
and seasonal agricultural operations.,

Yet such bodies don't exist nor are we
educatingtraining people to stall them. We
also lack the funding structures reguired o
set up research-to-operation programmes,
At the same time there is an unmet need to
support poorer farmers with the soil
molsture and crop data they need 1o plan
Irrigation, Without these systems and skills,
any plan to double farmers” incomes or
eI pimm income for them will be
impossible,

(b Urban flood predictions: We need
o downscale predictions of heavy rainfall
for the street-bevel in citles for flood control,
icipalities are achieving this

e forecases for a few se
downscaled forecs

aperation of d
units, bus/train routes, school closures, ete,
Inn this example, the food managers need
1o be trusted employees of a government,
an NGO or a private entity that tracks
forecasts and their systematic blases as well

Visual question: Name the crew craft (red) bolted to the
top of this rocket. A Danish company built this rocket -craft
combo In a bid to achleve the world's first suborbital

spacellight perormed by amateurs. PUBLIC DOMAIN

as human actions that exacerbate
water-logging.
J\aﬁin neither an academic setup nor the

ed forecasts to urban
magement and flood risk mitigation
qu]Jlﬂdy.

From research to operations
Clhimate research ks currently too silolsed for
it to inform operations within a reasonable
timeframe. Its goals were once research
papers and PhiDs, but now it needs to meet
people’s needs by bringing sclence to
soclety. Governments and disaster
management agencies are depending on i,
We chearly need sector-specific extension
agents as tIL“-L ribsed above to bridge the
vesedrch and the administrative
enterprises, These agents will serve as links
to co-develop effective solutions to make
India weather-ready.
In fact, weather-readiness and
climate-resilience have to be hyperlocal
since the nation will only be as ready and
resilient as the weakest link, This requires
sustained financing of the
research-to-operations systems required at
location and in o h M'dt\l

, e o train
sectorspecific extension agents who can
communicate in local linguages and
manage the effects of culiural
Idiosyncrasbes on disaster management and
risk mitigation. If this seems like an onerous
also necessary = to
ulsnm- Indlia’s chevelopment s sustainable
and confers safety and security for all,
Iurllntllu: from the effects of climate

ehian

[Rﬂg}m Mur!luﬂnlr.fr is a professor, IIT
Bornbay, and eeneritus professor, University
af Marylamd, mahatma@@umid.edi)
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Phease send in yous answers to
daityquizi@thehindu co.in

Answers to August 27 quiz:

1, Typar of light rellection that
results in glossy finksh - Ans:
Diffuse

2. Purpose of velvet panels rooted
intheir build - Ans: Reduce echoes
3, Action in maoisture-wicking
clothes that draws sweat away
Ans: Caplilary

4, Material Stephanie Kwalek
discovered in 1965 = Ans: Kevlar
5. Relative orientation of cellulose
molecules in cotton fibre - Ang;
Parallel

Visual: Velere

First contact
Anmmol Agrawal | Seema Das | KN,
Viswanathan

Arcund 23.33% of products contained cellulose
microbeads, PRAVETN KUBAR MATHIVAMANUNSPLASH

‘High amount of
microplastics in
Indian personal
care products’

Privali Prakash

Personal care products (PCP) like
wash and shower gels in India contal
significant amount of harmful
microplastics, new research has revealed,
1o a study published in the
Emerging Contaminants journal and led
by Riva K. Alex, a third-year PhDd Scholar
at the Cochin University of Sclence and
hi I’Hl.s llk‘

MI: mpLNllL‘sd[l‘]lLMl( particles are
under 5 mm in stoe; microbeads have a
ilMlm- ter uml\-r 5 mm s AL,

shower gels, and body scrubs avallable in

The study noted that labels
like ‘organic’, ‘natural’, and
‘eco-friendly” constituie

a form of ‘greenwashing”

India and manufactured in 2022, The
wused on products I“.ll‘kﬂu! as
ndly”, “natural” or "or
= the legitimacy of these claims,
Around 23.23% of products contained
cellilose microbeads and thelr
blodegradability was unclear. Most
microbeads were coloured white while
green were the rarest, Aecording to the
researchers, white microbeads are more
easily concealed O, These orb-like
partiches are used as exfollating
and to enhance the delivery of active
ingredients in the PCP, They are made of
PE, polypropylene or and polyeste
was present in the highest concentrs
i more tham half the microbe:
In 30 grams of eac
researchers found 0,
and 1.74 g of microbeads in face washes,
face scrubs, body scrubs, and shower
H\-Is n'sp«llt\-]}' 'l‘ln- :rn' e ﬂ'awsu{

I“f‘l =, 4
icrometre and

. crometre for face washes, face
serubs, body scrubs, and shower gels,
respectively.

The research also found
polycaprolactone, a type of bioplastic, in
twor of the tested samples,
Polyeaprolactone ks becom
n ph. nmawulh ﬂa as a carrier of
il fo
antibacterial const schentists it
also know malforms aquatic biota,

The researchers' paper also noted that
bels like “organic®, “natural”, and*

“ thus constitute a form of

g and sabd brands rely ¢
I:u not scan the ingredient lists
in detail, They also said the blend of

ural ingredients and plastics in the
same product challenges wests to identify
the presence of plastic,

The LS., the UK., Canada, France, and
New Zealand have bann roduction
and sale of products w lerobseads but
it remaing an ambliguous issue in India.

A recent stucly by Toxics Link, an

vironmental research and advocacy
, Found 6.71 1o 895 pheces of
i |11|:I.1.
weight of salt and sugar, sized 0.1-5 mm.

Microplastics have also been found in
the human braln, blood, lungs, colon,
placenta, testiches, and stool,
advocated for better
o control microplastic pollution
anid suggested coffee, apricots,
walnue, kivd seeds, and soluble cellulose
beads could replace microbeads in PCPs,

For feadback and suggestions
for ‘Sclence’, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page'
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Reinforcing a
crucial balance

In recent bail rulings, the apex court asserted the
need o protect individual liberty while upholding
the law, even in PMLAand UAPA cases

e Supreme Court has struck a blow (again) for

the preservation of personal liberty asa

cornerstone of India's legal system, even under

the weelght of stringent provisions of ball under
special statutes, On Wednesday, it reiterated the
principle of bail being the rule and jail the exception in
coses under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), where ball is based on the principle of reverse
anus— the accused must prove they haven't
committed the crime, instead of the prosecution
having to prove they have,

This ruling is part of a broader judicial trend where
the topcourt has been steadily dismantling the barriers
to bud] in enses under harsh laws such ns the PMLA and
the Unlawiful Activites Prevention Act (UAPA).
Through recent judgments, the Supreme Court has
consistently empliasised the primacy of individual
liberty, nsserting that courts must ensure liberty, not
Incarceration, is the default position. In Wednesday's
ruling granting bail to Jharkhand chief minister,
Hemant Saren's aide, the apex court clarified that
Section 45 of the PMLA, which requires the accused to
prove thedr innocence for securing bail, does not
averride the fundamental principle rooted in Article 21
of the Constitution — that personal liberty is the rule,
ancl its deprivation, the exception, This ruling follows
other recent ones where the Court has stressed the
importance of fairmess and the protection of individual
rights. In the Delhi excise policy case, it highlighted the
need for the courts W recognise the right t speedy trial
and that bail s the norm, On Tuesday, it granted bail to
Bharat Rashera Samithi leader K Kavitha, overruling the
Delhi high court’s reasoning that PMLA'S rigorous bail
stancdards should be diluted only for “vulneralde”
women, eriticising this logic as "perverse” and setting a
dangerous precedent, The topcourt's August 13 ruling
while granting bail ton UAPA accused, a significant
stance In the context of anti-terror laws where the
presumption often tilts against grnting badl, further
uncerscored this trend.

Through these judgments, the Supreme Court has
gradually eased the stringent conditions for bail in
PMLA and other severe statutes, promoting an
inter pretation of the law that doesn't run afoul of the
constitutional protection of individual liberty. This
shiftis crucial in ensuring that the scales of justice:
rernain balanced while upholding the rale of law,

WB govt can’t wash off
stains of its ineptitude

e West Bengal government's ruthless handling of
Tlhl.- protests in Kolkata against the RG Kar Medieal
College and Hospital rape-murder; which has

rolled the entire country, shows how badly it has lost
the plot on sensitive governanoe, On Wednesday, chief
(M) M Banerjee ded | the
foundation day of the Trinamool Congress's student
wing to the victim of the crime and reiterated a call for
Justice for her and other women who have been subject
to such crimes. But just the diy before, the state police
tnel tried toend a protest march comprising students,
professionals, and even elderly residents of the city with
water-cannons and batons —almaost as if the Supreme
Court, while taking up the matter suo motu, hod never
reminded it of the need to handle this moment of
“national catharsis” with great sensitivity. The
cm:-lnd«mmcwimwd on“ﬁ-dmsdny when there were

i

Th:CM nhnquwlnnedm:prtwwsul‘lhz CBI probe,
saying the state government had asked for five days to
complete its investigation, but the probe was handed
over to the central agency anc the case has been
pending for 16 days, She also aceused rival politeal
parties of spreading misinformation. However, the state
administration has only itself to blame, The Supreme
Court outlined enough instances of incompetent
handling of the case by the state administration, from
the delay in registering a case of unnatural death and
the hours wasted between the death being recorded and
the police securing the crime-scene to the college
principal being shifted to another college even as his
conduct in the aftermath of the case mised suspicion of
acover-up. The state, and the CM, have not offered
substantive answers toany of these, Against this
backdrop, promising eapital punishment for such
crimes, as Banerjee did on Wednesday, will do litthe to
exoncise the fadl I the state go

With growing global
uncertainty, India has
started to favour a more
fortified policy of multi-
alignment. The PM’s
recent visit to Ukraine
signalled not just shrewd
strategic balancing but
also that India is not
devoid of options
 the thied term of Prime Min-
Ister (PM) Norenda Modi, the
MNatlonal Democratic Alllance
(NDA) government hit the
ground running, snd sowhere
Is it more evident than in the
fekd of forelgn and securlty policy.
And while there = no question thit

threis mnum:mmmmmmm
MOME Nuances are

OPINION

s with Putinan the full spectrum
of bilateral fssues but nlso signed a
[nir number of agreements, But the
boldest gambit Mull his made ntil
now Is the just-conduded visit 1o
Ukraine, where he met with Presk
dient Volodymyr Zelenskyy tlength
lor discussions on biliteral and
reglonal lssues, While Mod! had
stated emphatically long back 1o
Pt that this was moed the era ol wir,
liks line (o Zelenakyy was that India
was et newtral fn this wisr o that
1t hinel mwmr sl of peace. [t wos
chenr that Modi was golng as a mes
st ol pence and not ad a
medkaior, Neftber side has
reached the polnt of mill-
tary exhaustion, so any
mediation at this poim
v be consiclered promne

A new compass guides
India’s foreign policy

Pragoe, In particular, Poland will
wmerge s an ind ispensable strategic
actor in a future European Undon,
The logle of sustained engagement
appears 1o have guided India on s
s with Chima as well. It may be
recalled that Sine ndian ties had hit
rock baltom with no meetings o the
summit level since the Ball G20
mieting of Novernber 2022, True, the
wo leasders, PM Modi and Chinese
Proskdent Xi Jinping lad a “conver-
sation” im August 202 during the
BRICS Summit in Johannesbarg, but
Ahls wan anything but substantive.
Sinee then, it in as though
ihe two leaders have been
irying o avold each other in
multilateral fora. Thus, XI
gave the Dadhi G20 Summit
& miss, mnd Modi returnecd

ture, Bat the Eact (ot Dadia Mohan the faveur by not showing
wad able todiscuss bl laseral K wp for thie Shanghal Cooper-
cooperation with Ukraine umar atlon Organization (SC0)

= Summit hed this month in

an nuh}cﬂlm‘h s dhefence,
i i tead

emerge, One cearly d\'h-ctumlclrwd
I8 Ineia strongly reverting to lis roots
of mult-alignment and strateglc
autonomy. 11 is not that this was
abandoned earl er by the Modi gov
ernment, but Indin I8 reasserting s
strategy of mubtkslignment a lile
mee stramgly [n the lght of pervi-
slve geopoliticn | uncertadnty.

FM Mo visited Foussda in July and
met Prosident Visdimir Putin as part
of a bilateral smimmit, knowing well
thit he would end up raising the
hacldes of India™s friends in the West
Maodli not omly had substantive meet-

g

onstrutes the utilizy of a foreign pol-
ley based on mubi-allgnment. Not
only was this visit a case of shrewd
strutegic balancing, but it was also o
slgnal Lo fnterested parties that ndia
15 not devold of options.

Madis vist o Poland, leading 1o
Uit sty i himscnt of & strie ghe pan-
nerahip, was bomg overdie and wis
almed at corecting Indla’s neglect
hitherto of the “new Europe”, The
Fact of the matter bs that the contre of
gravity in Europe is shilting, slowly
Dbt surely, from Berlln, Parls and
Rome to Warsaw, Budapest and

Astana, Agalnst this bick-
ground, It is interesting to note that
external affairs minister 5 Jaks-
heinkasr wnd Chinese forekgn minister
‘Wang Yl met twice in July, The [rst
of these mectings Look plece on July
4 In Astana on the marging of the
SCO Summit, Soon therealter, on
July 25, the tweo men agaln hind & sib-
stuntlve moetlng in Vientane, Laos,
on the sidelines of an Assoclation of
Sauthenst Aslan Natlons (ASEAN)
event. Whike there remaln substan-
tive podnts of dissgroement, ome gois
‘Ahe impression that India bs trying its
bes to achieve the goal of mutual,
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'I'hthcllllll Bl i with Ukralne
fefence agricul de he utitiy
ul'll'm'q,nmlkjhnlmmllli nll,umnn( i

complete disengagenent al the bor-
der o that relations can be put back
onaneven keel, In any event, Indis
wiishes to keep all its options vis-a-vis
China,

While the Cruad summit meeting
falled to materialise in January in
Dehi, Jndshankar has been in contin-
uous contact with his counterpart in
thee Unlted States (US), secretary of
state Antony Blinken; and the US
ntional security adviser Jake Sulll-
win was the [irst overseas visitor to
come o Delbl soon after the Madi

overnment 3.0 ook charge. The

nidlin defence minkster has just had
Imtense discussions with his Amerl-
wcn counterpart, which led o the
slgning of the Securdiy of Supplles
Arrungement that will enable closer
industry cooperntion between the
twa countries. The US has emerged
an the biggest defence importer of
India-macle subsystems. All things
considered, there ks lnthe doubs that

he US remalos the most consogquen-
thal straregle partner for India.

Inedlin’s pabicy of multi-alignment s
barne out of strategic necessity
amidst intense geopolitical uncer-
tadmiy. Comsider the following. The
US probably faces the most exlsten-
tal election in its history: the EU
remaing paralysed, with key coun-
tries Hke Framoe and Germany lacing
Intermal problems: West Asia s up in
Marnes; South Asia remains fragle, =
evidenced by events in Bung kidesh;
wid the Indo-Pacillc remaing on a
knile-cdge, perhaps one marl Urme
Incidens away from a full-blown cri-
s s this fundamentally uncenain
wtrmbegle landsca s that has pushiel
Dol b opd Bor & more forilied pol
bey of multl-align ment.

Nt rs Kissar fuia former Bndion ammbas-
sader 10 France arad curremily doarypro-
Jessar at O Jindal Global Untversity,
The views expirevand are peronal

Platform-based work’s
algorithm of inequality

the gig economy (n recent tines —
from the ncknowledgement of gig
workery s a clss in the Code on Social Secu-
rity. 2020 1o Rajasthan’s Platform Based Gig
\'a\rh‘Tll qulhlrIllrl decIilll‘IM LA

here have been significant develop-
I ments in Indla's policy approach to

ground for exploliative gamifieation. Armsed
with vise troves of worker behaviour data,
oo deploy sopldsticased technbgues o
i lnbour extriction, They danghe tan-
aliadng bonis tngets before wor kers, prommds
by sigmdlcant rewards for meeting cortain
Il1mr|n|(||l However, withowt regulations

wlfure boand for glg mlu'h sl ble iur
registering workers and aggregators and
adminissering wellare schemis It mandases
a welfare fund financed through contribu-
ticans from She staie govemment i aggreg-
tos, o centrad transaction information and
management system, and guaranices gig
workers variows rights. ineluding reglstrall
with the state government, acoes. o sockil
security schemes, mnd representitbon on the
b 'mlak-gjsluuwuﬁw:Imuwlumllul
||1|||uuus-; In Tharkhand, Karnatuka

shmil
and Tel,

Mst nrl.l. however, have -
muarily focused on comnstruct g
socin] security nets and estabdlshing
grievance redrossal mechandsms,

these gumified systoms, platforms
cnn calibrate these tangeds o be just
what's frasible for mos drivers, yot seemingly
attainabde enough wo explolt workers” hopes
for financial gain,

This trinel of bssuics forms o sell-reinforcing
cycle. The information asymmetry feeds
opague algorithms, which, in tum, cnables
miore ellective gamification strategles, Thise
gamifled chements then (ncentivise behay-
lours that generate more data for the plat-
forms, further deepening the information
asymmetry. Breaking this cycle requires a

holistie spproach to regulation that
ackdresses all thiee aspects shinule-
neouly.

W hat mibght such regulation look
Hiloe? Tt could stort with Clause 14 of

b jairg ahortof sddressing the fun thie deaft Karnataka Bill whie s man-
damential Ilm;udLly at the hewri ol Vineet dabes tramsparency in declaring the

gl work: The lunctiondng of the app John parnmeters which determibne work
lt!df Digital platforms ane mot new- allotmont. the rating system, and the

tral intermediaries but powerful sys-
fems thint function as privite reguls-
tory regimes. mediating every nspect
of & worker's labour, The apps destign and
underlying algorithms effectively set the
termms for each nkeraction between workers,
platforms, and consumers, and i & thisalgo-
stk incquality that we must resolve.
Curvent begislative eforts, including Jhark-
handd's recent attempt w0 address worker
grievances, fall 1o correct the lundamental
power imbalances baked Into pladorm
disigin. These imbalanoes m-nl.t-u through i

Samuel

eategorisntion of gig workers, We
must go beyond this however and
mandate reaktime transparency in
lrl&lnlunnllnn reguirlng platfons o pro-
complete detalls, Including estimased
e and drop-ofl locations, bedore drivers
aecept & job, would empower workers to
mke nkormed decisbons about thelr labour,
st also scratindse bomis structures

and Incentive systems. Platforms should be
requlred to disclose cdata on the Feasibdlity of
bonus Lirgets and probibeed [rom emgloying
man |P|.llllu\'l‘ |Jl\ll'.'|l¢'ﬂ Ehot ke these tar

Al ol | s | AT
metry, wlgorithimic opacity, and cxplaliative
gl cation.

At the fourndmtion Les informstion asym-
metry, Platforms strategieally with hold cru-
clnl data rom workers, undermining thelr
ability 10 make informed decisions. For
instance, gig drivers are often only privy 1o
plek-up bocations when offered  trip, keftin
the dark about destinations and potential
eaminj s e drivers {ma dilficuli posi-
thon: Tn:ynlh«'rml riders b0 inguine aboul
thedrop location and potentially cancel, led-
g terrlcker frustration, or accep Lrips blindly,
IMIIH.I(INIDPUIHIIHEIH with the comipensa-
tom, This cheliberate obfuscation cneates inef-
fctencles wnd frustrations for both
and riders, serving only the
ests by maxdimis g the nu 0
thve road. More eritically, it str
m‘y wnviabie tasks.

This asymmetry bs further entrenched by
al gorithmlc apadty. The black-box natureof
- Idnaal

m P

Ay iy T woild

1l lwr1 ﬂu. playing Mokl betweon workers

and platforma, reducing the exploiution of

cognitive bdoses and information asymme-
tries,

nqm.r. umpumlrm ml‘lll!l nrpln:&:rn:

lrut allocation nnd mel discrimination,
These audivs will shed lght on the alten-
apague decisian-making processes that gov-
ern workers' access to jobs and earnings,
ensuring that the playing field is wuly level,

Finally, we must recognise data as a key
resource in the digital eovramy and cusure
Ehat workers have rights o edr own data, Glg
workers shoukl have scoess not oaly o thelr
vl wichun] it bt s o select nggnegate
platform data. This would help balanae the
sturle indermation asymametrios thal curme
it the seabes in Baveour of platforms, enabling.
workers Lo make more nformed declslons
about when wnd how 1o work.

The apps that faciliate gy work must not
beunderstood as mere toalk; they are the new

v thal govern taak
allocation and pricing remaing egely unreg:
ulated. Algorithms could potentially imple-
mient diseriminatory sk distribiation gys-
tems thai disadvantage -Im-lri;- wroups of
independent workers. Without legally man:
dated transparency, there's no way (o ensure
fnirmessor even detect potential discrinina-
thon, This opacity net unl.wcmuuulm Infor-
misthon asymmmetny but akso creatis a system
where workers' Hvelihoods are shaped by
Irvtsitsle and unaccountable forces,

The combl nation of information asymime
try wnd algorithmic opacity creastes feriile

Factc the digital age. Just as

ognbsed the need toregulate industrial woek-
g conditions, we must now step up to the
chiallerige of ensiring falmess in the algarith-
mile warkplaces of the 21st century, Hy turming.
our regulitory gaze 1o dighal platforms, we
can ensure that this new world of work
doesi® come af the cost of worker dignity and
security and can address the root causes of
precarity and build o more equitable digital
ECONOMY.

i'lhmJMu Sarmued s a ddoctoral fellow at the Herrle
Schood, Berbla, The viows exprossed are prarsonal
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Investing in girls’ well-being
key to realising Viksit Bharat

oclal capital is o lascina ting construct
= It Is capital thist i clifTcul to quan-
tly but con be Hle-changing That
potentlal for clange (s the highest
whn wie Invest in our girls. 1t s one of aur
most powerfl catalysts for sustainable
development and societal transformaiban.
However, regremably. investing in girls
remaing overlooked around the workl
That isunforgivable, The evidence is clear
on why the sitantion should be o the con-
trary: When girls have access Lo quality
sehoaling, health care, and smployment
?pummilm. It has powerlul cascading
lects. Health and nutrition Indicators
i

enhance comamunity resilience, swarcness of
entitlements, and the capability o aceess
hern In becoming agents of the cmpower:
ment of the community, the soclal standl ng
of these women is also elevated.

Glven India's young pojilation and the
num ber of people entering the job market,

[ are
thea, The government has plonsered Innova-
tive programmes such ps the Skill Impact
Iond (which wasrecently showeased in the
Economic Survey) that aims 1o support
50,000 disndvan taged younh = B0% of whom
are womien — with skilling and Hvelihoods,
As an Impact Bond, lunding ia linked wllh

mprovee, Child mar Familics
mnmunlwalillw This, in turn, fuels
economibc growth, reduces r:uel ty, and
diminishes inequalities, which s why wecall
such gender wark “giel copiial”, The focus is
on Uhe fnct that funddng this is nota
Bamndonit but an (nvestment,

Thie Childr en's Investiment Funid
Foundation's (CIFF) partnership
with the Rajasthan governmont his
already seen the enrolment of
100,000 girls in secondury school
Tt there are many oppariunitie o
o Turther, As India continues (o
pursue 18 amblibon of becoming
the third-largest cconomy In the
world, there I8 hige potential to focus on the
120 mdllion girls aged between 10 and 19 as
sustal nable, catabytic drivers of this growth,
Initiatives like Bevl Bachoo Beti Padhao,
which protects girls and promaotes thelr edu-
cation. are excellent places o start,

The alm in CIFF's work with the govern-
ment of India and implementing partners s
10 1o 18 b Lous s possl ble I delverin
for girls of all ages, with suppart or wod
wcross health care, edueation, and skilling,
wilh digital enablement boosting work in
wach of these areas,

O health, India descrves eredit for priod-
tiang glirks and wormen in k8 work. Thit was
particulidy true at the recent G0 Sumimdl in
Imila, The government of Indins Globad [
thative of Digital Health (GIDH) hos o portic-
ular foetis on wermen and g, The scaleand
complexity of the country in general, plus
the unique gender context, make ambitious
digital ealth care the kbeal approach,

In nlumllnn the Digital Girls” Hub(DGH)

Ll il s with access
1o dlul:ul literacy, jobs. soclal Emmlw
sehemes, and entreprencurial skills using
the existing network of government-run
Comimon Services Centres, These hubs will
promote self-sulficlency among the girlsand

Chris
Hohn

opment and Job placement, 1'I1|- govern-

LS GPEnness 1o Implcmmunf thils i
vative approach s already vielding results,
and It cwn be a moded for the warkd o emu
late. Al of these projects are evi-
dence of the Impressive bresdth
ani speed with which India has
ernbraced digitil tee hnology, This
diginal approsch lns transformed
everything from Bnancial Inclusion
o cash benefits o deivering vital
public services, This has benefited
those hivrdes) o reach, including
women. From aducation apps o
= goviernance portals. India (s pio-
neering the ways Inwhich technalogy can
empower wamen and drive social progress
atw national scube, But whilst these are all
encouraging. they do serve 1o reinforee Lhe
neecd to guard amd act ||f1lm|t e genider
divide In the digisal worl

Realising the Viksit Bharat vision will
need lurther investment in gl caphal The
fask s clewr: Unlocking the wn-mlululnul
Nhors of yoang girks (s naot jiusta moral o
atlve but wn cconomic no-brainer, Ax
know oo Lhal there b lvulu’mydqululn
arvillable to make this imestment — whether
tha's e ring girls ane at the centre of inltl-
wtives oo the GIDH and DGH, or thit they'ne
able to benelit from national skilllng pro-
grnamimiss, It ks S mow for all of us whocan
deliver todo s,

W clellver for Tnd|a's ghils, we will allow
them to realise their own ambitions and
dreams, while also paying back the richest of
dividends — enabling [ndia 10 become &

nation,
1r|1rl1rrror patential for 1mmlnnﬂcslrvdup-
ment around the world,

Clris Hohii i fosiidder, Childeen's bvesimenr
Frana Foundation,
T views expressed are personal
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

FOR THE UNDERSERVED

Jan Dhan Yojana has hastened financial inclusion. Focus should
now be on products, services tailored to low-income households

VER THE PAST decade, there has been a concerted attempt by the govern-
ment to bring the unbanked sections of the population into the ambit of
the formal financial system. The launch of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
“Yojana in August 2004 v ignificant dsth 1. As per the lat-
est data, a staggering 53_|. m:rr acrumt;lmr been npcm:d under the scheme, The Jan
Dhan h Iy e jap in access to the Iurmal banklng mm
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TRAORDINARY PROC
THE PERSON YOU ALWAYS

SHOULD HAVE BEEN, — Davin Bowik

A new governance matrix

Its main driver is not the presence of coalition
partners, but the BJP's own weaknesses

»

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

THESEI'MCKWTH\:: Wmtlu_vadln:her

\Wihat kinelof; iy :
in the wake of the election results? It was
widely expected that the government would
have to take the coalition partners on board.
This, In anel of jtself, would not necessarily be
abad thmg:f’l: mal«:a Furmun- consensual

andbalances.

The coalition partners would extract their

it Jand urbanarea ~ofallthe
amndﬁ?pcm-n: arein r\u'ah‘srml urhan arcas —Imthas.\lm helped bridge the gen-
der gap. Roughly 56 per cent af th women The benefits that have
acerued from this scheme extend beyond the bank account.

The acceleration in the pace of financial inclusion, coupled with the Aadhaar plat-
form, the dramatic expansion in the use of mobile phones, and the reduction in tebecom
tariffsthat have allowed millions to avail data services more cheaply have had far-reach-
ing m:n—mmumlc and welfare implications, The JAM tnnlry (Jan Dhan Mllmran:l
mohibe) has enabil to shift to a more effi
benefits dmlyml:rnn{nlama It has helped ensure mone .v:\urahc targeting. while at
the same time helping reduce leakages Iwmmc syxtmm'rlw nuw being used in hun-

the scheme,

dreds of schemes across various — as per gov-
ernment data, total I transfe: wmlBSlalh(mrl‘ This architecture
has alsol 1y the g provide support to citizens during f

tress, For instance, during the initial days of the lemic, the g 1t had trans-

ferred Rs S00 to 20 crore women Jan Dhan account holders, The [AM framework also
Toerms an integral part of the Unified Payments Interface which has transformed the pay-
ment systems in the country, leading to significant economic gains, In July, 144 billion
transactions were processed through this platform as per data from NPCL A significant
share of these UPI transactions are of a lower ticket size — 85 per cent of peer to mer-
chant and 56 per cent of peer to peer transactions are of bess than Bs 500 — which indi-

cates that the changes in the mnwspaymrn: wm:m h.m: eased :Iu- ablll:y of ouse-

mattered tothee, But the business of gevem-
Ing can go on, What has emerged, however, s
amuch deeper crisis, A government barcly a
fenwr ks into a new term is acting and
having as if it is & lame duck government on
its last begs. This does not mean that the gov-
ernment will fall, Quite the contrary. But what
Ircloes mean is that India will Face a protracted
FOVETTIANCE VACIIT.

Sowhat are the elements of the new gov-
ermance matrix? The most important element
Is the collapsing authority of the prime min-
Ister, The clection results have dented hisau-
thority seriously. The crescendo of acclaim,
the aura of imancibility that he was used to,
was punctured. But the graph of his author-
Ity s descending even faster than the clection
results would lead one o believe,

This, in part, is becauise, at least domesti-
cally, the prime minister is giving a sense of
being in atotal funk < unable to diagnose the
reasons for his defeat, and unable to chart a
new course, He is on the back-foot in
P.ml.unrn: not just because the Opposition
and Padiament is more represen-

halds, even low income ones, o engage | Laily 1i
‘The challenge for the banking system has been to managge the cuatsasuxl.urd with

the opening and wr\-rlng ul':lu:sr accounts, There {5 also a need to focus on financlal

products and it the needsof | holds at the lower end of the

income distribution, keeping in mind thelr iregular and uncertain income streams and

thie lack af callateral. I this regard, the new architectiire — Unified Lending Interlace —
ld ph I icing th hat are still left out.

THE CM FOR SOME

Assam Chief Minister's partisanship does not behove his high
office. Centre needs to remind himof his duties, responsibilities
ARTOF THE nath of the Chiel Minister's office is an assurance of fairess. and im-
partiality in the discharge of duties hatlmllduru;irtmall manaer of peo-

tative, The ability to control has gone. By all
accounts, for the first time in his political ca-
reer, the ability to intuit popular sentiment has
disappeared and he seems like a broken
recore, living on the power of his past slogans
that have outlived their freshness and useful-
ness. The imprimaturof comvction has gone.
There is more internal dissension within
the party. The BJI has mace u-turns in the past.
Buit now the sense that they are not doing
fioee brinyging

proposals is grovwing. In short, the challenge
s ot just coalition partners. it is the increas-
Ingweakness of the PM, He may well bounce
back. But for the moment, despite appear-
ances tothe contrary, there is a sense of vac-

What India needs most is
what might be called the
radicalism of routine
pewvernance. Is besetting
weakness is not the absence
of big ideas or reforms, In
miany ways, the Indian state
is now more capable, But the
basic humdrum, almost
invisibile, task of governing
like reforming police,
improving schools, fixing
sewage, managing the
environment, changing

bureaucratic cultures,

regulatory clarity, is
something that clades most
pewvernments, Even the
brightest and most
promising schemes revert to
a mean after a while,

uum at the top. He is saddled with his
awn weaknesses and inner demons, not
the constraints of coalition partners or any
patential challengers,

The second element of the governance
matrix is that the government will increas-
Irygly talee recoirse to.a grammar of anarchy,
The B diagnosts of its own defeat s still con-
spiratorial,as if, despite having the full might
of the state machinery behind it it was
cheated by, amongst other things, foreign
powers. When even as talented an adminis-
trator as Shivra) Singh Chouhan says “Hamare
virmdhi = jis mein yeh sach hai ki vldmh:
taakatein bhi shamil hain — yeh |

What Inr.ll.t nuedwmulswhatmynhc

Its besetting weakness |smllﬂ: absence of
big ideas or reforms, In many ways, the
Indian state is now more capable. But the ba-
sie humdrum, almost invisible, task of gov-
erning like reforming police, improving
schooks, foving sewage, managing the envi-
ronment, changing bureaucratic cultures,
regulatary clarity, is something that cludes
mast governments. Even the brightest and
mast promising schemes revert to a mean
after a while.

hird 5 oth
P

Hal andmias Ak

et kealsey bhi BIP i sarkaar narabe." InBjP
circles, this crescendo has increased after

pensate for its absence. But routine gover-
nance does nut provide a basis for mass

Sheikh Hasina's downdall in Banglades!
point is not the plausibility of this diagnosis,
lut what it reveals about how the BIP contin-
ues to regand the oppasition to it

The BJI™ ! ting institution

fon orelectoral '-hms.s\:yuum-
left with just

ubismand ethnicmobilisation, ﬂwaﬂ‘mll upt
lurhuth But mln.:lu- compulsion will not
Itwill come

Is alysmal, But it is increasingly going to stay
an course touse its institutional power o pre-
cipitate conflict. There are two signs of this,
First, in the ;t.ttrs whm: the BJP is not in

from the BIPs own weaknesses.

The main driver of the new governance
matrix is not the presence of coalition part-
w.-rxItlmmtmsjl‘imuwdmmh-mcdby

pawer it

fonal toprecipitate v outal sorts.a governing style

confrontation. Given the long history of the . irutbonal conl fon, and
BJiFs dealings with Delhi government, it fsno ari\rnfmty rhuun:th.u uatlll Inw:mr.l in
surprise, but it is still shocking to a sense of

propriety thata uttlns L.Irurman: Guwmut mdu::lv.- BJPwmlmmmummmimmn
should write an op-ed hese three
povernment. |t suggests that the B[P has in- elements are operating in .mcmnurunmcm
stitutionally learnt nothing and is still deter-  that s effering more resistance,

mined to deny the Opposition its due place
in governance,

In'West Bengal, the R G Kar case has gven
the pretest not just for begitimate protest —

aginghy, the one thing the clection resules have
not dented is the BIPs appetite for commu-
nakism, The use ofbulklozers and vigilante jus-
tee in acommunally charged manner contin-
ues apace. The sethack in the elections has,
Imnl:alhr lcdluagmurrmwmnr:n the

A more competitive ebectoral arena was
likeky to-open up some space for independ-
entinstitutions. On constitutional values, the
Judiciary
of what one lawyer described as "one step
Forward, tweo steps sideways and three steps
backward jursprudence.” It is still not a reli-
able friend of liberty, But at least on matters
of bail, the sense of government's control
over the judictary has abated somewhat,
With an emboldened Opposition now
also itching for social confrontation, India's

one thing the
tn rescue the Hindutva project l'rum its iden-
Hfieation with Modi, For anather thing, the BJP
|5t adead-end. Its record on governance was
demted by the last election,

matrix is going to enter
Luuhmcd:rrrllury

The writer ts contribu ting edftor,
The Indian Express

ple inaccordance with the € A the law or favour, affec-
tionor ifl-will i ion th Jently escaped Chi Himanta
Biswa Sarma’s notice. In the state by om Tuesday, T il that he will “take

- T r——

sbees, this is rmy ideology™, And that" . Miya Musdi "
W will not let you take™, Sarma i ) maotions by Oy it

MLAs on the security situatbon in Lipper Assam's Shasagar, where, following an incident of
g rape of a mimor in Magaon allegedly by Bengali Muslim youths, ethnic tensions have
exacerhabed, with threats made to those labelled as "Bangladeshis” to keave the region. At
amoment such as this, the CM slmld call Iur mrummllnrmuw. nnd \Mxk:uw.m!ut

Instead], Sarma’

AMEETA MULLA WATTAL

BREAKING A HARMFUL PATTERN

Toaddress violence against vulnerable, communities and schools have to step up

Theincident in Magaon d
sther-ingof awhol specially i plagued by
of identity, Is disturbing. Bengali Muslims, pejoratively referred to as "Miyas™, have been
bclr.t;urrrdby:wnuphuhlr attacks. Paﬂurthr problem is a narrow politics that takes a

.u..mtlwhwnmmlwl:scuum.sutthe

statesdfversity ints therm as locked | itianand

conflict T il o, Jy I "'Mmm Fiel 1
sewrces, culture and Imw L wmblrsmmmn trace their mots to Bamadnsh.and
ledin the riverine Brahmap r Assarm, Many Bengali Muslims had
i i d itish rule and e after the 1971 Bangladesh

Liberation War — the cut-off year mbytl\cAmmmtluflsﬂiml\hlulkmdam«a
Inng.\mm.v\mlulanq.un: ﬂlrsal' i I inthe BJF,
Sarma ha g i ities and d them. From
paknting a ;pu'tn:uf.'\ssambecummaMusl:m magority state by 2041 to bizame allega-
tlunsurfcmlmandnund “jihad”, the CM's politics h1shcrnm1r1mdbyal:lndulcummu
nal dag: nnrms of political
Suundlcrhr\-wnathrdrmﬂmul’ﬂcr.?rlmemlmmrmmdmmhadundrﬂmcd
that the "Constitution ks our guiding light...” The Assarm CM appears not to have heard or
heeded the PM's message, It is essential that the Centre reminds Sarma of his duty and

ponsibili addre: v all, not some, people of his state.

RED AND GREY

Single seniors in Shanghai and elsewhere are showing that
love is a vital and necessary force at any age

N SHANGHAL THE city with the most mumber of elderly people in a country that

has the world's Largest ageing population, love at twilight is a glimmer of hope.

Lonely hearts of a certain vlmy: are ham;lng ot in the city's largest park and in

the cafeof a global fi hetr soctal lives and to find romance
and companionship. The *fever of first love”, as Daphne du Maurier wrote in Bebecen,
cannat happen twice but, as the single. u-nmnl Shanghai show, itdoesn’t need to, When
ageh ded dowm iis sharpedges and vap 1the sharp top notes so that the mel-
Iuw base notes can kick in, love remains just as vital — and necessary — a force.

Consider the global context: According to the United Nations World Social Report
023, pop ageing s an | ble trend — with the number of people aged 65
aned above projected to rise from 761 million in 2021 1o 16 billion in 20650, The question
of how to rarr for a hallooning population of senior cltizens has been pondered on by

i 1, nml:lyauupc chlm .mdj.man Foar a fews years
nnw et the questi n'luvcan:h I ential compo-
nent of well-being — receives little attention, manlh pflmanlym:lu- entrenched belief
that romance is a youthful precccupation,

The sexagenarians {and older citizens) of Shanghal and other parts of the world who
are actively seeking out kove on dating apps, soclal chubs and elsewhere are challenging
such shallow assumptions, In India, too, there is a growing number of older citizens us-
ing specialised matchmaldng services and dating appe, with one app reporting a 30 per
cent spike in users aged 50 and above since 2020, Love, songwriters over the decades
have stated over and over again, can't wait, It shouldn't have to.

CAREGIVERS HAVE AN intrinsic roke in keep-
Ing any society healthy, They are often seen
thnmghthe]m;u(:ndnluml gender moles

patient, and
srll' mlﬂcIug.Thnr stereotypes can bead to
a lack of respect for professional boundaries
and a higher llelihood of violence,

The increase in violence against female
caregivers — teachers, nurses, soclal work-
ers, doctors — can be attributed toa complex.
interplay of soctal, cultural, economic, and
systemic factors, Deep-rooted misogyny and
sexism in sockety contribute to this: Female
caregivers may be targeted simply because
they are women in positions of authority.
Manry of them work without adequate sup-
part systems which malees them mone vul-
netable o aggression frem patients, students
.mdmllmguu

hmn‘. to a trainee doctor in Mkm wha was
raped and murdened, it 1s apparent that cane-
givers have become a target. But the nature of
wiolence iselfis changing in Indda, The last 10
years have seen crimes against women and
children beeome more frequent and brutal
I this a comment on the value systems of
our country, our education practices, or the
artitudes of the people in power? ks this the
result of a culture whm: :Ium- are no holds
larred o book
masculinity? Where actions come before
thought; where immediate gratification,
physical or sensual, is the order of the day;

IN GoOD FAITH

Casting individuals into good
or bad backgrounds is not the
answer. Many who have
engaged in criminal offences
come from affluent
backgrounds and many who
have faced violence have
managed o overcome their

chere the
cllrlc of a button? IF this is how we want to
paint our future, communities and societies
allilee are facing a dark reality,

The pﬂpctrahn‘sul theu- :nmuwuuld
have bee
connected with sillings, played games, had
Friends, may have been marmied, held ajoband
dlone all the things that people do.When, then,
wiere the seedsof violenoe and deviant sexual

Challenging harmiul teaching
childlren and community members to man-
. vecontl fullyand

communicate effectively.
Local community leaders and religios fig-
uu-s hawhudvu:.uc for peace an:l mp«t

:ahllshrdalmz helplines and In
mechanis \-Icmmurvmlcmnm IB
the role of our religious belief systems, sparts

behaviour sown? mhusr Imlyumuu- schoolsand colleges,
The beliefth or sex- other words, how do we do
ual assaul has cha dyduncmnallllr hasa :hmdlﬂmmly.Immnmalmpepmﬂm
aliuse, lisaticon of boys and def-

initionf n m.mlmd?

has been exposed to viokent and hypersexu-
T — and lacks empathy and

malsldllsismrmxypc.
Jorbad back-

W need people with power to priortise
:lu:w issues. Political statements are soon
Along with sensitivity training,

gmundus not the answer, Mary who have
engaged in eriminal offences come from al-
fluent backgrounds and many who have
Faced viedence have managed to overcome
their challenges,

ﬂ\cqucstlun Is: wlutnthc anataeny ofa
person upon weaker

we need leadership training. We need to
break our silence and stand with women
and children.

Cwr inner
our lives and our value systems, Parents, ed-
ucabors .md surlcry itselfl need to be broad-
casters, | messages. If

thian them? How do we address it?

wi do this together, we will create in chil-
dren the ability to think with empathy and

Adultl sdmlnpmcntl'mmmstlwctn
oo nI-
froym jonal soclal and phwsical d

1and explore complex realities

chiallenges, The question is:
What is the anatomy of a
person who preys upon
inudividuals weaker than
them? Flow dowe address it?

If wie have to biring about a change, a revolu-
o b o et et § Hos Firme

ilies and schooks, not only in urban, privileged
Inclia but in slums and villages too, These
spaces too require gender sensitisation:

that will help them become the consclonable
adults of tomorrow,

The writer is chairperson and execintive
directos, Education, nnevetions and Traindng,
DRF Schoots and Schofarship Programmes

AugusT29,1984, ForTY YEARS AGO

SIKH CONVENTION

THEFIVESIKH high priests declared that they
wotild go ahead with their decision to hold
the wucld sIl:Iu a J\mnmrun

news n:purts in mumnnn E)mrm on the

tun;rm{l IMP Sat F\aul Bittal, to about 50

Congress-I
of government. “The FM said he did not un-
derstand how members could believe that
an dment to the Consti Id o=

2,de
the authorities. Thr comvention lmbrcn
calbe to discuss Sikh affairs with partioular
emphasis on the Army action at the Golden
Temple complex and subsequent events.

FM To Orrosrtion
OPPOSITION LEADERS IN the Rajya Sabha
hu:clmwmr!m‘ﬁmpcc h:'lmlm'r Pr.u:al:

epaper.indlanexpressieom .. .

our through “some private cormersation”,

CONGRESS (1) DINNER

WHILE A GROUP of Congress (1) MPs was

planning a second dinner meeting this time

ata bigger scale, to discuss the sugestion o

wat:hmrtna p«:sldmtl.ﬂl’urm u{mm—
! tive

party MF

NAM ON WEST ASIA

THE NON-ALIGRED NATIINS areexpected to
call for an international conference on
Lebanese and Palestinian issues under the
auspices of the United Nations at the forth-
coming session of the general assembly, the
President of Yugoslavia, Veselin Djurancic
indicated in Delhi, After his talks with the
Prime Minister, Mrs Inclira Gandhi, the

L,

et to proceed further, Mmhngru mlurmcd
sources, the dinner hosted by the PunJaI:

Vel P
vould be lak the
non-akignec mrdm.mm;bumu mecting,
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AJOY SINHAKARPURAM &
SAURABH PARASHAR
NEW DELHI, SHIMLA, AUGUST 28

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH Assembly on
Tuesday passed a Bill to raise the minimum
age of marriage for women from 18 oo 21
years, The Prohibition of Child Marriage
(Himachal Pradesh Amendment) Bill, 2024,
was passed by voice vote, The Bill amended
the Prohibitica of Child Marriage (PCM) Act,
which ws passed by Parliament in 2006,
‘What amendments has the Bill introduced
to the POM Act? How will the Bill's amend-
ments to.a central law come into force?

‘Why did the Himachal Pradesh
Assemnbly pass the B
‘While e Billi

portunities to them.

"Some girls still marry at a young age,
‘which hinders their education and ability to
pmgmss inlifie. Aﬂdltmlly ANy wWomen

ircareers

due toearly mamagn. " e el
The minister also highlighted that early

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2024

EXPLAINED

Himachal Bill raises women’s marriage age;

“amale or female who has not

achild at mar-

bwenty-one years of age”.

The Bill also amends Section 2(b) of the
PCM Act, which defines “child marriage” as
“amarriage to which either of the contract-
ing parties is a child”, The Bill has added a
clause giving it ummdlng effect :rw:r “any-

party

riage" can file a petition to annul the mar-
riage within two years of attaining majority
{before they turm 20 for women, and 23 for
menl Thn Blll mcmams this period to five
years, hwomen and 1 fil
petitions to anmul the ma.magu before they

®0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

VOWWLINDIANE AFRESS LUM

IF there are questions of current or cnntcmpnla ry relevance that you would like

d, please write to expl

com

what happens next?

their personal law”, This allows both the
Centre and states to enact Laws to address
child marriage.

Typically, under Article 200 of the
Constitution, a Bill passed by a state
Assembly will be handed over to the
Gowvernor of that slale for her assent. The

marriage and motherhood often severelyim-  thing contrany ori

pact the health of women, Acmrdm,gln the  tained in any other law..in-
af Objects provided  cludis CLISLNM O USAge of

with the Bill, "The early actasa  practh parties”,

hindrance not enly in the progress of their
(women's) career but alsa in their physical
development,”

What amendments has the Bill
introduced to the PCM Act?

As it stands, Section 2{a) of the POM Act
defines a “child” as someone “who, if male,

h anmnl\ll
on Tuesday, Health, Social Justice, and
Emposwerment Minister Dhani Ram Shandil
said it was necessary to raise the minimum
age of marriage for women to provide op-

has not | twenty years of age,
and if a femabe, has not cor igh

This means that the new

LAW

tum 23 years mar-
riage at 21 years is higher than
the age of majority at 18 years ),

Howw will the Bill's

marriage age for women will
apply to everyone in Himachal Pradesh re-
gardless of what any other law may state, or
even if the religious or cultural practices of
the individuals getting married allow legal
minors to get married. The Bill introduces
Section 18A to the PCMW Act, which gives the
same Mmdmg nﬁm to the entire central

law and iits

years of age”, The Himachal Bill eliminates
this distinction on the hasis of age between
“males” and “females”. [t definesa “child” as

HOW ISRODESIGNED HUMANOID SKULL
WHICH WILL BE USEDIN GAGANYAAN

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURL, ALUGUST 28

THE INDIAN  Space  Research
Organisation's (1SRO's) uncrewed
(Gaganyaan mission in 2025 will carry the
female half umanoid Wyornitra lieerally
“space friend" ). The design for Vyomitra's
skull, fashioned by ISRO's Inertial Systems
Unit inthe Vikram Sarabhai Space Center
in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, was fi-
nalised recently,

‘What are humanoids?

Humanaids {or hal-humanaids) are
robotic systems designed to resem-
ble humans — Vyomitra
comes with movable
arms, atorso, a face, and
a neck — and function
autonomously  in

e,

In general, robotic
systems ane wsed oas-
sist astronauts in per-
forming repetitive
and/ordangerous tasks in
space, like cheaning of so-
lar panels or fixing faulty

sion planned for later in 2025,

How did
shull for Vyomitra?

The recently-designed Vyomitra skull
‘will house the key components of the ro-
bt [t has been made using an aluminium
alloy (AISI10ME) known for its high flex-
ibiliry, light weight, heat resistance, and
mechanical properties, This alboy is com-
monly wsed for making automative en-
Eines and AETOSPACE COMPONEnts.

Crucially, the skull has been designed
to be mcrv:dlh'ly sturdy, capahle of with-

The Bill increases the time-period for fil-
ing a petition to annul a marriage, Under
Section 3 of the PCM Act, the “contracting

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
MEW DELHI. AUGLIST 28

AS THE Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY ) comipleted 10 vears on Wednesday,
Prime Minister Naml\dn Maodi hailed the

standing
that are experienced during a rocket
launch, The high strength of the alu-
minium alloy offers a yield
strength of more than 220
MegaPascals (1 MPa =1
million pascals), Yield
strength refers o the
maximum stress that

canbe applied

of the scheme
that has been "panmnunl inboosting finan-
cial inclusion and giving dignity to crores of
people, especially women, youth, and the
marginalised commumnities”.

The PM|DY was launched on August 28,
2014 as a national mission for financial inclu-
sion, Overthe last decade, 53,13 crore Jan Dhan
accounts have been opened, with 29,56 |:n:|m
woimen beneficiarie

terial before it begins
to deform perma-
nently,

The humangid skull

model has dimensions of
200mm x 200mm, and weighs

tion of the European Union, and almost the
same as the population of the United States
respectively, the government said.

I-Day announcement

The PRMICRY was one of the early initiatives
of the Modi govermment, The Frime Minister
announced the scheme in his first Indepen-

equipment located out- only 800 grams,

side the spacecraft. This - Final skull design with AlSIIOMg is also

protects astronauts,  lattice structures, jourmalof amenable to  the dmcelhyaddmssoni\ugust 15, 2014,
and allows them to i af Eriginevis, fidia it turing

work on the scientific
mission at hand,

Why will ISRO send a humanaid to
space next year?

Next wear's mission is primarily de-
signed tobe atechnology demonstration
af the Viyomitra, It will see the half hu-
manid wse its mbatic arms to perform
operations at the crew console, visually
mionitor various systems inside the crse
module, and communicate with the
Earth-based mission control team,

1SRO wwill evaluate the performance of
the robot’s technology to measure the
likely impacts of space travel on human

{or AM) technique, This
is how the humanoid
skull was created. AM enables easy in-
duction of lattice structures, as incorpo-
rated in the humanoid skull design.
Impartantly, it helps in significant reduc-
tion of the overall weight of the final
product, Unlike conventional manufac-
turing technigues, AM follows a process
inwhich a desired part or prochuct is cre-
ated in a layered manner, a common by
deployed mechanism in 30 printing,
Seurdy yet Aexible, lightweight mate-
rials are often used to build payloads for
space missions. This is because heavier
the payload, more the fuel required to
reach space, and larger the rocket needed.

DRISHTI

beings, ahead of India's first crewed mis-
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herewith a pledge to launch

ascheme on this festival of freedom, [t will
be called Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana,”
Modli saidd Ffrom the rampants of the Red Fort.
Twishto connect llm poorestcitizensof

thi

CM Act:
come into force?

The Concurrent List — or List Il under the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India
— contains alistof subjects that both the cen-
tral and state governments can pass lawson,
Entry 5 of the Concurrent List comprises a
number of subjects including “|m |arrage
and divoree; infantsand minors;.all matters
in respect of which parties in judicial pro-
ceedings were immediately before the com-
mencement of this Constitution subject to

Covernor he assents to
the Bill (making it a law), return the Bill ra(
rece orreserve” it for
ation by the President. The President can
then declare that she assents or withholds
assent to the Bill, or direct the Governor to
send it back for neconsideration.

However, the Bill passed by Himachal
Praclesh amends the PCM Act by introducing a
different marriage age for women, malcuu; it

The exception to this is provided under
Article 254(2), If the Bill in question is repug-
nant to an earlier or existing law made by
Farliament, the Bill must be reserved for the
President's consideration and needs to re-
ceive herassent as per Article 201 Ondy then
can the repugnant provision in the state law
be walid, 5o, for the Himachal Pracesh Bill to
come into force, Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla
must rv.‘mrw.‘thc Ballformsldunl Dvoupaci
Marmu” thende-
cide to give her assent to the Bill,

This process was seen in action in the case
of Uttarakhand's Uniform Civil Code (LIOC)
Bill, which provided comamaon proviskons for
subjects such as marriage, divorce, etc. for
everyone residing in the state,

incomsistent with the Act passed by P

Under Asticle 254 1 jofthe Constitution, if the
state legislature enacts a law dealing with a
subject in the Concurrent List and that law is
“rey * — inconsistent or contradictory
—with acentral law, then the repugnant par-
tion of the state law will be “void”,

EXPLAINED [ZSEIIES

10 years of Jan Dhan

Sinceits launchin 2014, the government's flagship financial inclusion scheme has resulted in the opening
of more than half a billion bank accounts. Along with the other two elements of the JAM trinity, the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has had a transformative impact on the financial and banking sectors

W Mumber of bereficianes | incrone)

2018

DEPOSITS IN JANDHAN
ACCOUNTS (INRSCR)

2016 2017 208 2009

Aug 26,2015 [l 22,800.68
Aug 12010 I 42,004.24
Aug 30,2017 [l 65,790.46

Ang31 2022 -.!'.r_l..l).u
Aug 30,2025 IS

through thns yojana... This yajana will open
the window, ,..An account holder under
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana will be
givien a dehit card, An insurance of one lakh
rupees will be guaranteed with that debit

Aug 14, 2024 IEEKIFETT]

Source: Gowt of Tndia

PROGRESS OF THE PM JAN DHAN SCHEME

W humberof RuPay debit ek ssed 1o bereficianes in croe)

Mag28, Augdl, A, Aug2d, A28, AugZh, Aug2h, Augdl, Aug3d, Aug 1
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PM Narendra Modi and then
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley at the
launch of Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana in New Delhi on August 28,
2014, Anil SharmaFapres Archive

W The foremaost objective of the PM|DY

card for each poor Gamily...," he said, was toopen a Basic Savings Bank Account for
unbanked individuals. There was no requine-
Features of the scheme ment to maintain any minimum balance in
The scheme was launched on Al.u;ust ZE. M| DY acoounts, and these accounts earned
Banks organised 77,892 camps interest on d gular accounts,
counitry, and opened about 18 crome accounts. W PMIDY account-halders were given
Guinness Waorld Records recognised the  RuPay debit cards.

achievemnent: “The most bank accounts
opened in 1 week as part of a financial inclu-
sioncampaignis 18096130 and was achieved
by Department of Financial Services, Govern-
mentof India from 23 1o 29 August 20047
The launch of PM]DY provided an un-

W Anaccident insurance coveraf Rs 1 lakh
was available with RuPay cards issued to
PMIDY account holders, The cover was en-
hanced to Rs 2 lakh for new PMIDY accounts
opened after August 28, 2018,

W Eligible PM]DY account holders can

I cam-
paign for financial inclusion, at a scale never
seen before. Earlier governments too, had
taken initiatives for financial inclusion — for
instance, the previous UPA government be-
gan a scheme of no-frills bank accounts for
people who did not have an account — but
they had failed to gain traction.

il overdrafi [ (0] facility wp to Rs 10,000,

W PMDY accounts are also eligible for
Direct Benefit Transfers [ DET), Pradhan
Mantri [eevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (FM{IBY),
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana
{PMSEY), Atal Pension Yojana [ APY), and the
Micro Units Development & Refinance
Agency Bank (MUDRA) scheme,

Progress of the scheme

As of Auguse 14, 2024, the number of
PMIDY accountsstands at 5313 crore — mdl:l—
ing 3537 crore accounits ir

governed

by personal laws (enacted by Parliament)

and the customs of residents depending on

their religious or cultural identity, The Bill
s i

came law only after President Murmu gave
her assent to it in March,

bank accounts: Bihar, West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Assam,
Odisha, Karnataka, Jharkhand, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Haryana,

Impact of the scheme

The scheme, which is one of the compa-

nents nfthu]!\l’u‘l trimity of PM]DY, Aadhaar,

ve impact
on the !manl:nal and hanking sectors of the
BOONOITTY,

W First, the opening of more than half a
billion bank accounts has fuelled demand for
banking services, encouraging commercial
banks to expand their infrastrecture in re-
cent years.

The number of branches of scheduled
commercial banks in the country has in-
creased by 46 per cent to 154,983 in 2023
from 1,05,992 in 2013, OF the total 154 lakh
bramches, 35 per centare inrural areas, 28 per
cenitin semi-urban areas, 18 per cent in urban
aneas, and 19 per cent inmetrapalitan areas.

The number of ATMs hasincreased by 30
per cent from 1,66,894 at the end of June
2014 to 216,914 in 2024. The number of
Points of Sale (POS) has increased from 10,88
lakh to 89,67 lakh during the last 10 years.

W Second, the rollout of payment solu-
ticns such as UPL— launched two years after
the PMIDY — has eased and increased bank-
ng transactions,

The Reserve Bank of India, in its Report
on Currency and Finance released on June
20, 2024, noted, *India’s financial inclusion
initiatives received a fillip when PMJDY was
launched in 2014... The digital technodogical
revolution widened the usability of bank ac-

ban areas, and 17.76 crore accounts in urban
areas — and fotal deposits at Rs 2.31,235.97
crore, More than half the PM|DY accounts
{2056 croneare in the names of women, Ato-
tal 3614 crone RuPay dbit cards have been is-
sued to PM|OY account holders, [(See charts |
The Largest share of PMJOY accounts is
wnh puhllc sector banlks [41.42 crore ac-

counts from a deposit or credit
account o a payment intermediary, As per
the World Bank's Findex database, 78 per
cent of Indian adults (population with 15
wears or more of age) had a bank account in
2021 as compared to 53 per cent in 20014
W Third, PM]DY accounts have become the
bedrodk of the government's DBET architec-
fure, Whih.‘t'his hasensured ﬁaﬂcrdcliwryul

14, fi 1y Regional e paar;
Rural Banks (989 crore accounts), private  acrucial mie mlmpmmngeiﬁ:lmty Iy weed-
sector banks [164 crore), and Rural  ingout ineligible or fake bene ficiaries,
Cooperative Banks (0,19 crome ), In fact, DBT and other governance re-
M starewise analysis of PM|DY acv:wnls forms resulted in a gain of Rs 348 lakh crore
accounts in the impl ation of government

in Uttar Pradesh, the most populous state
{945 crore), and the fewest in Lakshadweep
{only 9,256 accounts), There are 15 states
apart from LIP with more than 1 crore PMJOY

schemes lncludlng MG-NREGS and PM-
Kisan until March 2023, according to data
from the REI's Report on Currency and
Finance.

Bangladesh lifts ban on Jamaat: short history of organisation Hasina tried to crush

ARJUN
NEW DELHI, MJE]UST 28

BANGLADESH'S INTERIM

Wedm:sday lifted the ban on the

way forits mnunmactlwpnlma

The Sheikh Hasina government had
cracked down on the Jamaat for being a
“militant and terrorist” organisation, and
hanged orimprisoned many of its top bead-
ers for “war crimes” committed during the
1971 Liberation War, The Jamaat was barred
from contesting ebections in 2013 on the
ground that itscharter vi Ys
constitution by “op posing secularism”.

Largest Islamic party

Onits website, the Jamaat says it wants
- 7 bk
sovereignty and Islamic wvalues of
Bangladesh”, and “implement the Islamic
code of life... with a view to turning

[ ] e |

haold together its geographically sepalan.'d
and culturally dissimilar East and West,
Soon, the Bengall speaking pcr.lple inthe

These “razakars” (collaborators ), along
with the Pakistan Arrmy (largely made upof
West Pakistani mcrults] camed out |||nu—

East rebelled the dor f the

Urdu-speaking West Pakistani elite, and
started to demand first greater autonomy,
and eventually a separate country,

Jamaat, with its gnal of kmpngMusllms

ities and hi
tions during the Liberation W nl:lu:llru;
the targeted killing of Bengali intellectuals,
torture, abductions, rapes, and attacks on
the minarity Hindus,

‘Crimes I‘n‘hunal At in 1973 " pmwde for
prosecution
‘of persons for genocide, crimes against hu-
manity, war crimes and ather crimes under
the international law",
it would be decades before anyone:
would 'bcactually pmscc\md. Mu]lb Was
d in 1975, and B

epaperindianexpresscom BEEBE B

Llhl!litlnn ‘War was not forgotten, After
coming bo power in late 2008, Hasina an-
nounced that she would use the 1973 Act
b0 prosecute war criminals This Act would
be amended in 2009, and its ambit ex-
pandied, A ribunal, an i ARENCY,

intoan Islamic ", mogether, F Pakistan, Some 3 million peopl of coups On February 5, 2013, Abdul Quader
Bangladesh's “largest [slamic party” traces am:lslnad firmly with the (West) Fakistani  have been killed during the nine-month  under various individuals, The Awami  Mollah, who was a member of the Al Badr
Jamaat- i I il It prcmded leadershipand  Liberation War, more than 200,000 women  League remained out alpmw_'r until 1996,  militiain 1971, was convicted of killing 344
Lahore in 1941 by |slamic Al AL ln Vi isati were raped, and about 10 million were  and the Jamaat gthistime,  civilians herwarcrimes, and sen-
on Maududi, val- tan  forced to fee East Pakistan. Ziaur Rahman, one of the individuals be-  tenced to life in prison. Following massive
wes inIndia, and eventually establishanuni- — Army to crush the freediom st hirlil\c'lujib'sasmsin‘limarﬂﬂntﬂ’?‘ﬁm protests against the “lenient” punishment,
, paving the ic state in the subcontinent. Theseincluded the Al Shamsand AlBade  Activities in Bangladesh i it ii- the Supreme Court handed
The Partition — which the Jamaatac-  armed groups, which were Sheikh Mujibur Rahman  gious pames ﬁunl:ntmru;palltlcs andhis  Mollah the death sentence, He was exe-

tively opposed — dashed its original plans,  recruited from the Jamaat's EXPLAINED banned all religi ganisa- Party (BNF)would  cuted on December 12, 2013,
After 1947, the organisation splitoncountry  student wing, and the East tions from participating in poli- allyunmrmmjmﬂswm.-mahda Orhers followed suit: Mohommad
lines, In India, the [amaat was largely rele-  Pakistan Central Peace HISTDRY tics, Many Jamaat leaders, in-  Zia,who later became pri self an in April 2015. Ali Ahsan
gated to political irrelevance, but its influ-  Committee, also known as chuding Ghulam Azam, fled the  ( 1991-96, 2001 -05). i lliance. iber 2015,
ence grew in bath wings of Pakistan, the Shanti Committee. COURETY bo escape prosecution andeurRaIlmaanzalmmMalchmE

. Ghulam Azam, then leader of the Jamaatin  fortheirrole cdluring the war, The Jamaat was Crackd»uwn by Haslna athers were i
Role in Liberation War East Pakistan, was one of the founding  effectively wiped out from Banglaclesh, li Ghulam Azam, who had been repatriated
After the Partition, Pali: f the Shanti Committee, Bangladesh passed the Ir {a years, but i duringthe  during Khalecla's first termn, was given 90

years in prison, where hedied in 2004,
The arrests and executions drew wide-
spread international condemnation,
Hasina's critics alleged that the war crimes
crackdown was a pretext bo physically re-
move th ition, The Jamaat too, main-

and a proseoution team oty war criminals
was announced in 2010,

tains this position, and denies any role in
the atrocities of 1971,
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e elephant is the room

What we don't talk about when we talk about rape: The power
asymmetries that silence women, the masculine language of law

PAROMITA CHAKRABARTI

WHATIS IT that wee talk about when we talk
about rape? Cast your mind to any of the in-
cidents over the last few months, years,
decades — to Delhi 2012, Kathua 2018,
Hathras 2020, Kolkata 2024 — and a pattern
emerges. We speak of the hormors of viola-
tiom — the laceration counts, the viclence of
theinjuries, the degree of brutalisation. There
is a reconstruction of the woman's, girl’s,
chilld's last few hours before ignominy — the
calls she made, the meal she had, the con-
versation with a family member or a friend
—drawn out with burid, cinematic flair. There
is also, should it not be lostin the frequency
of its cowrrence, mourning for kst promise.
And outrage, perhaps, if the dead or the de-
humanised is lucky encagh — ronically —to
belong to a certain class, caste or society, Or,
if it breaches the threshold of tired accept-
ance of the routineness of such incidents. In
that instant, it transforms into a consumer st
spectacle, aform of voyeurism that picks and
chooses who deserves our moral outrage,
Pulitzer Pri i
American poet Kay Ryan that could speak: lu(
all the things we don't talk about when we
speak of sexual violence: “The room is) al-
maost allf elephant.{ Almost none| of it
isn't.{Fretty muchy solid elephant.| Sothere's
noy room to talk) about it." What is this ele-
phant then, the one that fills up the room,
making conversation difficult» Women will
tell you that it is the culture of patriarchy that
makes perpetrators and enablers of men;
that teaches therm, women, their place in so-
ciety, that writes anger and anguish into their
stories, The National Crime Records Bureau's
2022 repaort puts the number of reported
rapes at around 31,000, Statistics about sex-
ual violence is always unnerving but even
then, the numbers fail to cover the breadth of
harassment that forms the experience of
every woman — the acid taste of fear in dark
lanes, the frequent leoking over one's shoul-
ders, the precautions of sharing cab routes
with family, friend or partner at night; the
self-censorship to deflect unduwe attention,
the deception that one has ber:n "Iul:lcic)"
the
them safe. And this is only speaking for thc
urban, professional, middle class. Other,
worse hormors, lurk forwomen who fall out-
side the privileges of this scaffolding.
Thereis aiunnohmlmurydclmmlhat
‘hevare part of the probl
women who excuse them perform mental
calisthenics to ascribe canse and effect tosex-
ual violenoe, These are the people who be-
lieve that women can avoid harassment if

state government that met Suzette Jordan,
the 2012 sexual assault survivor in Kolkata's
Park Street. Or, Mulayam Singh Yadav's op-
pasition to capital punishment for rape in
2014 because men will be men — bristling
with a kind of fragile machismo that finds it
difficult to control itself,

This patriarchal discourse permeates all
sections of society, typecasting women into
adjunct tropes of mother, sister, wife or
daughter, A woman is never just enough on
her own. There has to be a mould that she
fits into, to merit courtesy, o be deserving of
respect. In Leslee Udwin's documentary
Indi’s Daughter [2015), for instance, shotin
the aftermath of the December 2012 gang
rape and banned in India on release, one of
the perpetrators interviewed says, “A decent
il won't roam around at night. A gir is more
responsible for rape than a boy...”

In another form, this kind of belief trans-
formsinto the idea of the “ideal victim™ — the
one whose infraction matters mare, is wor-
thier of moral outrage and agitation. This is
why a doctor's rape and murder after a 36-
hour duty becomes a flashpoint, while the
rape and murder of a nurse in Uttarakhand
oes unremarked on. The first calls for justice
that is quid pro qua, violence for violence,
death i

There is a form of voluntary
delusion that makes men who
are part of the problem and
wiomen who excuse them
perform mental cal
to ascriby cause and effect to
sexual violence. These are the
people who believe that
women can avoid harassment
ifonly they are less
provocative, more

isthenics

recedes fro ywithout effort.

onlythey are ative, r

sive, bess transgressive of the limits to their
freedom. That it is “not all men” but only a
handful who exist outside of one’s circles of

Inthe f the R G Kar rape and
murder, the West Bengal Chicf Minister has
written to the Prime Minister asking for
stricter rape laws, incheding capital pumsh-

famniliarity. That it is o the dobet-
ter for her own safiety, It is the kind of logic
that looks at sexual violence as aninconven-
ience, a shafano ghotono — made-up story.
Remembser the initial scepticism from the

ment, and fast-tracking courts for

als, TMC's gcncra] secretary Ahhlsl\rk
Banerjee has spoken of dealing with perpe-
trators “either through encounter or by
hanging”. While timely prosecution of sexual

A punishing process

submissive, less tra
s to their freedom.

That it is 'not all men' but
only a handful who exist
outside of one’s circles of
familiarity. That it is on the
woman to do better for her
own safety.

R Sasikumar
offences is essential, after the December
2(M2 case, a watershed moment for gender
Justice in India, the Justice Verma Committes
Report had argued that the death penalty's
patential as a deterrent was “a myth”, a re-
eressive idea of retroactive justice. Women's
rights activists contend that itonly serves as
a populist knee-jerk reaction that i s the
larger implications of such violence.
[rrespective, the Bharatiya Myaya Sanhita has
introduced it in rape laws.

The Verma Committee report had also
emphasised the need to introspect on the
overarching |:|al'riar\:h_l'.I that pins wnmcn
d L
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WHATTHE OTHERS SAY

“Whats concerning here is the polices culture of accusing the opposition. Before

August 5, it was BNP-Jamaat men, now it is AL men. Thi

mdermining, the

spirit of the anti-discrimination movement thae led the mass uprising [and]
croding public confidence in police.” —=THE DALY STAR, BANGLADESH

Who failed the
aam aadmi?

In Delhi, the Lieutenant Governor stands
inthe way of the functioning
of anelected government

the performance of the Delhi Police con-
tinues o deteriorate with charge-sheets
fibed inonly 30 per cent of all cases, among.
the lowwest in the country. The number of
PCR vans has not increased in spite of re-
peated demands from people, In case of the
hnmﬁl: rape on new year'seve last year, the

SAURABH BHARDWA]

ITWAS AMUSING toread Diedhi Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena's criticism
['Nightmare for aam aadmi', IE, August 29)

apital given
mat his singular achievement over the past
two years has been to stall and disrupt
mary reforms and initiatives of the elected
government.

During British rule, provincial gover-
nors were agents of the crown. The neces-
sity of continuing with the post was de-
bated extensively in the Constituent
Assembly, Thy ided ko retain

iC CRvanforan
hour but none turned up.

The second core function of the L-G's
office relates to the DO, The L-G has shed
crocodile tears for 40 per cent of Delhi's
population living in unauthorised colonies
and slumes. He should know that these set-
tements exist becawse of the DOA's failure
to create adequate affordable housing in
thecapital for the past several decades. The
DO has also failed tocreate adequate com-
mercial space for businessesin Delhi, forc-
ing many to look for options in NCR.
Mothing can be a bigger mark of the failure
of the DDA than the fact that it has an in-
mnmry of more than 40,000 unsold fats,
€ Rs 18,000 crore.

the position but changed the governor’s
role from the British era, [t was also debated
it 1y the
prv:sldcnt or if elections should be con-
ducted fior the post. Fearing the Iamn wioubd
create a parallel state the

Thr DOA's Master Plan 2041 has been de-
layed by over two years forcing the
Supreme Court tonote: "An utter mess has
been made in the ciry”

Moincident givesa hctm pm:rum ofthe
willful di cor | norms,

Consti Assembly chose

by the president, The framers of our
Constitution were clear on the govemor’s
role. B R Ambedkar referred o the gover-
nor's position as “c " and said

laners and Supreme Court decisions as the
alleged illegal fielling of trees in the ridge
area earlier this year. The full facts of the
matter are now in the public domain.

that"he has nofunctions which he can dis-
charge by himself"

‘When Dethi got an elected government
in 1992, the L-G was tasked with directly
administering the functions related to land

partedly, the L-G ordered the felling of
the trees o build a road, Never mind that
the law requires the permission of a tree
officer and the approval of the 5C to cur
even one tree of Delhi ridge. This action,
too, attracted a sharp rebuke by the 5C.
current DelhiL-G" hi

(through the DDA or Delhi
Authority}and law and order{through the
Delhi Police) under the Centre’s guidance.
For all other functions, the L-G was to act
on the advice of the elected government.
This arrangement worked well until 2015
when the AAP government came to office

ily and extending upmthrstam It bmqgm

been marked by one disaster after another,
and despite his multiple atternpts to stall
works of the AAP government, we have
continued o persevere and improve the
everyday lives of people in the city. Delhi
offers the best public education in the

e free treat-

in crucial police reforms to
the definition of rape. But some of its other
recommendations, especially a review of the
immunity granted by the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act to soldiers au:usnd of
rape in conflict areas, or the cri

with, icmandate, whichthe BlPwas o

umblemdngrn.Ownhrzpastdecadc the to uurp:r!unnpnva‘hcsdm];Dclh:smu—
ap i hallaclinicsc

mnch llkcnhaslmdthcguwms office mcnt tests and medicines to over 2 crone

in Opposition-ruled he func- hyear. Delhi is the only state to

tioning of the elected governments. pruvldc[rm.mdm?elm:lrybe]uwmﬂ

The past two years have seen a com-
te by in the constitutional role

of marital mpe, continue to be ignored, point-
ing at larger abdications of state and society.
What dowe speak of when we speak of
rape? Mot the power asymmetry that the
Hema Committee Report details in the
Malayalam film mdustl_v. that leaches
ities, that

silences them into compliance, that sits at
the heart of all sexual violence. Not the fact
that the language of legal recourse against
gendered crimes is essentially masculine and
majoritarian, that holds the woman to ac-
count even when it is arguing for her, For al]

the MeToo

ple
of the L-G's office in Delhi, In the past, re-
tired bureawcrats, IPS officers and ex-ser-

non-ex officer was appointed L-G in May
2022 and itis no secret as to whose “aid and
advice™ he is taking. Over the past two
years, the L-G has worked witha single gnal
— derail many works of the elected govemn-
ment and uptum the democratic mandate
in Delhi The interference ranges from ap-
painting hostile bureaucrats in key posi-
tions to blocking funds for the Delhi Jal
Board and Farishtey Scheme.

dnadw:@\tnhhlsmlslur\glmﬂum nssalnd
elephant”. There is little room o talk about it,

paromitn chakrehartifexpressindio com

SCverdict in K Kavitha case is welcome, Now, it should review PMLA

YASHOVARDHAN AZAD

A CLUTCH OF recent Supreme Court judg-
ments has established that the principle
"hail is the rule, and jail is the exception”
shall apply to special Laws like the Unkawful
Activities [Prevention) Act, 1967 [LIAPA)
or the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act, 2002 (PMLA] In the case of B R S beader
K Kavitha too, the court observed on
Tuesday, “Undertrial custody should not
turn into a punishment”.

Earlier, a Delhi Court pulled up the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) for using the
stringent sections of PMLA to summon pri-
vate doctors and record their statements. It
said, "Strong leaders, laws and agencies gen-
erallycome back to bite the very citizens they
wow to protect.” Anothercourt in Mumbai re-
minded the EDof its constitutional ohligation
toensureexpeditions trial, The court granted
bail to two accused, incarcerated since
October 2020.0Fcourse, the 5C has held that
money laundering is a serious crime, which
promotes other offences. However, a slew of
Jjudgments by PAMLA courts on the ED's func-
HOning require SETious review.

In 1998, India signed the UN Declaration
at the Special Session on ‘Countering the
‘World Drug Problem’ and on the ‘Need to
Combat Money Laundering”. But little did
ome know that the issue would precipitate a
political maclstmmz 5 years ]atm The ED

asharply divi
often seen as hiased against the O)

LalCh 2022), whic

authority, without the reg-

stitutional validity of certain provisions of
the PMLA. It justified the non-disclosure of
the Enforcement Case Information Report
(ECIR) on the grounds that it's an internal
document and disclosing the detailsinitcan
adversely impact the imvestigation.

To be fair to the ED, the PMLA has been
framed in consonance with the directives of
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), anin-
tergovernmental organisation formed to
combat i
ing Most oo imilarto India.

Itis, however, known the world over that
tough laws have no direct correlation with
falling crime, Yet, amendments i PMLA give
seemingly unbridled powers to the ED. In
2012, the definition of money laundering
was broadened to include concealment, ac-
quisition, possession, and use of proceeds of

financ-

by
istration of an FIR or a chargesheet.

Have the changes in law made a differ-
ence to ED's performance ? In terms of the
number of cases registered and assets at-
tached, the EDin the NDA regime beats the
UPA years hollow, The return of confiscated
assets worth Rs 15,000 crore to public sector
banks is a great achievement. N;alm 1,797
casesin2005-14,5,155

strength of 2,067, It has requested the gov-
emment to triple its strength and establish

At the the core responsibil-
Fthe L-Gs office neglected

As per 2022 NCRB data, Delhi registered
over 1,800 crimes per 1 lakh residents, the
highest in the country. Delhi was also
ranked as the "most unsafe metro for
women in thecountry” with three rapein-
cidents reported every day. The city regis-
tered the highest crimes against children
and senior citizens, There are increasing re-
parts of thefts in the capital. Meanwhile,

units to all residents, Delhi provides free
water supply to.over 70 per cent of its res-
idents and has added over 7,000 km of
pipelines in the last nine years, Dethi has
added nearly 2,000 electric buses over the
past four years, making it the third largest
Aeet in the world after China and Chile. By
increasing its green cover, shifting the in-
dustry to clean fuel and shutting down its
thermal plants, Delhi b,

dowm pollution by 25 per cent in the past
decade.

As Delhi and the rest of the country
strive towvands the path of progress, itis time
woe get ricl of the office of 1-G and governor,
which are nothing but vestiges of the colo-
nial era and have today become agents of
theruling party af the Centre, Until we do so,
thcywﬂ] mntmnc to function as agents of

mice of

people

and democracy itself.

The writer is Minister, Vigilonce, Services,
Heaith, Water, Industries, Lrban
develogment, rrigation and Flood Comtrol,
Government of NCT of Delhi

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

JEK ELECTIONS

THIIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Back to
politics' { IE, August 28], The Mational

ent candidates, This shift in the Valley's
political dynamics could see these fig-
ures gaining electoral legitimacy, further
complicating the race. Since the 1996

in 2014-23. In the same period, the value of
assets attached went up from Rs 5,086 crone
to Rs 1.2 lakh crore, But only 25 cases have
gone through the court processes; 24 of
them resulted ina conviction,

offices in every state capital, Over 11,000 Conference-Congressalliance hasforged  Assemibly elections, no single party has

casesof | hange were ini- afriendly alli i i i been able toseoy im Rk re-

tiated in the past: alone. Hmvdcu:s agmdammmci\m:lo}?ﬂ.leadersuf sulting in a series of coalition govern-

the agency prioritise? Does it MC areknc ments. The results nfthlsc]rctlmmo

or by the alleged pick-and-choose method depending upon whether they are in -+ could lead to protrac

wherely incold stor- Kashmir Valley or south of Banihal.  fragile coalitions.

ape onunusual considerations? Congress may have o convinoe NC ode- Khokan Das, Kodkata
Liberalisati d thy ion of econ- liver statements keeping national inter-

omy has led to an increase in white-collar estinmind to avoid embarrassment. All A BIASED VIEW

crimes butcan the workd's langest democracy
e an Act with stringent provisions to curb
them? These include arrest without ECIR, the
statement of the acowsed before the ED be-

parties should make sure that the elec-
mnpmcrssxquancﬁlljammu I(asl\ml

THIS REFERS TO the article,'Nightmare

and Ladak ar-

for cimi (IE, August 28) The Delhi

easwhere. ap:ancmldunucﬁn:pmcrss

I.Gsw:ws unthr ZOVernment appear

‘While these numbers may bringcheerto  ingadmissible, proof restingon should prevail leading to a VConceiv-
the ED and government, a pleth f issues ﬂl‘arnmvlanu i i alll states. J:Jcmumtlpa]and |||i|asm.u:run:ssuc
raise concern. Is FMLA a draconian piece of  potential thhashwh‘l.mﬂ.)e#n that most densely populated mi

legislation or is it that the ED does not pro-
vide a level-playing field? Politicians have

cnmcascmmna]actwlucs In2015,thedef-  beenimplicated inonly 3 percentof the ED - but |rcannot g0 against the spirit of the
ferime ded cases, but 90 per cent are fromthe G The ED needs to for bl
assets in India if the act of laundering was Oy ation, Thos ifted fromthe  legitim. i inthe PMLA, the
conducted abroad. The 2018 amendmentre-  Opposition tothe ruling side find theircases  accused donot have to approach the courts.
vived the twin conditions for bail under  being put in cold storage. The 5C is due to review the harsh provisions

Section 45, making it incumbent upon a
court to satisfy itself that a crime was com-
mitted or the accused was unlikely to flee.
But the coup de groce was delivered by the
2019 amendment that gave the ED almost

arrests, raids
and attachment of property. Munl:y launder-

rather

The Supreme Court is due to review some
sections of the PMLA Later this year, espe-
cially in the context of its verdict in Modan

than a “connected schedule” offence. It au-
thorised the scan:h and sx:lzum of property

sions by amy ruling mspcnsatlnn is Iargr
PMLAwas framed undler FATF directives,

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Back to
politics’ (IE, August 28). The upcoming

But PMLA is not all about politicians, It's
meore about the other 97 per cent accused —
some in jail for long periods because of the
extrernely stringent bail conditions and in-
ordinately long judicial trial. In 21 years, onky
25 cases have been decided by the court —
ane reason being the various means de-
ployed by rich offenders to delay trials.
Another issue is whether the ED has the ca-
jpacity to run so mary investigations simul-

and p
|

The agency has a sanctioned

of the Act later thisyear. [f the Court does not
provide relief, it will fall upon the people to
pressure their representatives in the
Parliament to amend the Act in the interest
of democracy.

The writer is a former centrol information
commissioner and a retired (P8 officer wiho
served as secretary, security, and special
director, Intelligence Buremr,

Views are persomal

epaperindianexpressicom I .

by elections in Jammu and
Kashmir, the first since the abrogation of
Article 370, are set to be highly con-
tentious, With the political landscape
maore ﬁagrnclmd than ever, the region

afrac ict. The
contest h.x expanded into a multi-cor-

lizes face, but he could not find a single

which has twice received a landslide
mandate from the electorate, He has la-
belled the city's healthcare system a
sham, though it has been lauded and
emulated by other states. Is Delhi the
anlycity deaths

as aresult ofthis year'struant monsoon?
bBn'rit aguud indicator of Dethi‘s decon-

ther deepened by the potential entry of
former separatist leaders as independ-

nered race, with parm:s and pre-
ind i wingforinflu-  fertobeloc ther citi

enceinavolatileemironment. Thecom-  skirts? He regrets the lack of piped gas in
plexdty of the electoral landscape isfur- — many Delhi villages when even many

metros do not have it.
Kamal Ladidha, Bengalury
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Hold Ayurvedic therapy
to the scrutiny of truth

Indiak Supreme Court has upheld a ban on misleading therapeutic claims. As Ayvurvedic

product lnunches face lighter regulation, we showld at least keep their ad spiels in check

heoutbreak of covid in 2020
sparked a global war against a
deadly new virus. Away from the
spotlight, it also triggered a grand
domestic battle between advocates
ofallopathy and Ayurveda. The
trigger was Patanjali Ayurved's quick launch of
Coronil,a purported ‘cure for corona’ that drew
publicattention to dodgy claims and protests
from allopathic doctors. A war of words erupted
over various other therapies. In 2022, the
Indian Medical Association (IMA) sought to put
Patanjali and its founder Ramdev, a fimous
vogaguru, in the legal dock for running a smear
campaign against allopathy. The Supreme
Courtextracted a public apology from them,
andon Tuesday, the bench hearing the case
ordered IMA chief R.V. Asokan to widely pub-
lish a note of contrition over his criticism of the
court for asking allopaths to curb their own
ethical failings, Both sides have now been
pulled up and given an earful by the judiciary.
The court’saction of policy significance, how-
ever, wasthe stay imposed ona July notification
issued by the Ayush ministry that would—in
effect—have lifted India’s ban on misleading
advertisements of Ayurvedic, Siddha and Unani
drugs. By foiling that attempt, India’sapex
court has upheld the cause of public health.

On 27 August, the top court held that Rule 170
of India’s Drugs and Cosmetic Rules, 1945,
which prohibits ads that may mislead people on
the therapeutic value of medicines under those
systems, shall “remain on statute books.” In
August 2023, acting on the advice of a panel,
the Avush ministry had sent out a letter toall
states and Union territories asking them not to
implement the ban. In response, the Supreme
Court asked for that letter to be withdrawn,

which the ministry did—but only to issuea for-
mal notice last month that “omitted” Rule 170,
This led the bench to squarely reinstate it, while
asking the ministry to explain the omission.
What the ministry has to say is awaited, but the
rationale of the rule in question need not arouse
aneedless controversy. Its purpose isclear. Asa
hasic policy, India must allow and honour tradi-
tional systems of medicine. Patients and care-
givers need the liberty of choice. But we must
accept the fallout of a key difference between
allopathy and Ayurveda. While allopathic drugs
undergorigorous clinical tests of safety and effi-
cacy before they 're approved for use Avurvedic
formulations are subject to softer regulation
aimed at ensuring they follow classical texts and
are safe. even though their makers could con-
duct trials of their own to show how useful they
are. Today, modern pills with proven track
records on specific uses dominate the popular
notion of 'medicine’ tosuch an extent that their
*halo effect’ rubs off on all other products sold as
medicinal, including herbal remedies that lack
trial data on efficacy. Since the distinction is not
easy to discern, many people in need of health-
care might simply go by what packages and ad
spiels say. Hence, unless we can screen tradi-
tional offerings for reliability, with trials kept
transparent for others to check and corroborate
results, we need measures in place to shield
people from curative overhype. In other words,
astrict advertising code for Ayurveda isa must.

‘When the Ayush ministry wasset up in late
2014, doctors had hoped it would put Ayurvedic
products to scientific tests and filter out dubi-
ous stuffon sale, not just act as an agency for
their promotion. Today, the least it can do is not
let lax oversight of market practices get in the
way of better health forall.
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THEIR

Central bank rate cuts: Ask why
instead of when and how much

It better to grasp what drives monetary policy than obsess over the timing and extent of a pivot

S

the battle against inflation? Powell
expressed confidence that there was
“good reason” to helieve US inflation
could fall further without damaging
the economy and that the Federal
Reserve can still sustainably meet its
% goal. That would warrant a shift t(i
neutral-rate territory, which was esti-
meated at L55%. Although the

gacy and also reawaken concerns
a.n:mnd protectionism and twdetaﬂll"».

helping to bring dnvmlnﬂntl)n from
its post-covid highs.

Allofthis brings us to the question of
what would the Reserve Bank of India
(REI do? Governor Shaktikanta Das

SACHCHIDANAND SHUKLA around inflation have become has s far been hawkish and empha-
Is gresup chief economist at halanced, the band of uncertainty is i he need to ensure that inflation
Larsan & Toubno, uncomfortably high and the Fed isstill ively alignswith India’s 4%

he focns of market players and

borrowers has turned towards

monetary pol
wlarly the two questions of when and
by how much w central bank, the
Federal Reserve, cut the US Fed funds.

in the US, partic-

not at a juncture where it can emphati-
cally claim to have quelled inflation for
good. In that case, a measured rate cut
of 25 basis points is more likely.

The wmndqunlhtmn sz Going for-

The Indian central bank’s assess-
ment is that growth is strong and head-
line inflation has moderated unevenly
lmm its peeale. It remains wary of the

ward, istl hat the

economy s at the risk of faltering®
Recessions don't always come witha
fashing red signal. Await-and-ses
approach can be dumamngbccauw

rate. Anticipation of i cuts
rose after the Jackson Hole huddle of
central bankers and economists, an
occasion that market participants
the world were watching for
cues, “The time has come for policy 1o
addjust,” Fed chair Jerome Powell said
inhisspeech, adding that “the direc-
tion of travel is clear, and the timing
and pace of rate cuts will depend on
incoming data, the evalving outlook
and the balance of risks.
Futures markets are now pricingina
1040% chance of at least a quarter per-
centage point (25 basis points, Le) rate
cut by the TS Fed in September, and
have raised the odds of a potential
A0-hasis-points cut to absout one-in-

e i an spring upon g
meakers and by then it may be too latetn
act. Ifthis indeed is a big concern, then
another round of weak jobs data in the
VS comld tipthe odds in fvourof a 50
hasis points cut and potentially result i
quicker and deeper easing in this
Thee third point is about consistency.
The reason pates were raksed agore:
sively by the Fed, starting 20022, is that
inflation kept rising. | shouldn't
rates fall insynewitha eration in
inflation? A gauge that the central bank
prefers to track inflation most recently
showed the rate at 2.5%, down from
2% ayear ago and well off its peak
above 7% in June 2022, If central bank
llnn.-.lu inflation are inconsistent,

three. r, it ks more 4

for borrowers and markets to focus on
thotpml.‘tlonnl"“hy ratherthan how
much’ and ‘when.”

Aclearer understanding of the
underlying reasons can help under-
stand the evolution of the America rate
eycle hetter.

S0, whywould a central bank or the
Fed cut rates?

The first question to ask is: Is the

central hank confident of having won

keholders and also

I.'ﬁtl_-, are there political reasons for
rate cuts? It would be remiss not to
meention politics, the elephant in the
room, given the US presidential elec-
tion scheduled this November, Many
expect the outcome tohave a heavy
influence on the path of Fed policy. not
Just mow, but also through the course of
2025, It could put spotlight on gov-
ernment delt ley nd fiscal profli-

10 PEARS 460

It

li

price mome and
oxpm.le.lnﬂullnn to rise in the third
quarter as favourahle base effects taper
off. RElsurveys expect a pickup in
retail prices in the second halfof this
year and also hint at house hold infla-
tion expectations having gone up. All
that is in the backdrop of strong gross
domestic product (GDF) growth
momenium.

However, what if India’s underlying
growth momentum starts towane?
Global growth is moderating, aswe can
make cut from GDP data and industrial
output, aswell as Purchasing Managers

ndex readings and commodity prices.
InIndia, REI has owe DP fore-
cast for the first quarter, albeit by only
some 10 hasis points, after a slew of suc-
cessive upward revisions.

Asset marketsare currently pricing
n just one RBI rate cut during the
course of Ascal year 2024-25.

The central bank has been evaluating
podicy trade-offs carefully. However, a
sharper-than-expected softening
Inthe domestic growth trajectory,
weakening of consumer confidence,
the rising cost of persisting with high
real rates for bonger and a decisive turn
by the US Fed could and should nudge
the Reserve Bank of India towards a
pivot on its stance and eventual rate
action—and why nod?

These are the anthor's persoval viens.
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is advertising and

the logic of consumerism
that governs the depiction of

ty in the mass media.

CHRISTOPHER LASCH
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A South Asian bug has bitten Southeast Asian nations

RAHUL JACOB

ndonesia last week was rocked by large
rationsattended by tens of thou-

demor

tutional court dismissal of her predecessor,
Srettha Thavisin, for the impropriety of
appointing a cabinet minkster convicted of
corruption, The court has shown time and

apresidency that has had many successes—
such as keeping a lid on religious tensions
and curbing militancy—has been tamished.
‘iwkmgm secure political power as a fmil

ug:un that Itd.m"‘\\h:nl' t for Thai-
t, notakhly

cally, it was partly built on Jokowl wresting

fon. Troni-

has hurt his reg

From Megawati Sukamoputri,
first presi-

the constitutional court conveniently low-
ered the age
be president to 35 from 40 This paved the
way for Jokowi’
buming Kaka_ ?
candidate on what became the winning
ticket that will s

it for candidates

seeking to

, tobe a vice-presidential

economy is in the doldrums and in urgent
need of fresh ideas that Move Forward,
which won the most seats in the 2023 elec-
tion, was well placed to push. lts then leader,
Pita Limjaroenrat, hasa joint degree in pub-
administration and business from Har-
vard and MIT. Just as the government was
being formed in July last yvear, the election

sands in several cities against a move In dent's daughte; lﬂdoneﬁia and commission disgualified Pita on the grounds

taimed atn part becawse t| that the party’s plans to reform lewe smafeste

The amendment., ulmm-dmlhe-l’:u onl’ﬂm nthe last palllsmontu.r} election | warmed to the humility of -l-ha iland are the laws was somehow an attempt to overturn

prodesis, would have allowed President It is widely believed the party was | the former furniture busi- The pity is Juknm had | the country's "democratic regime with the

Jokowi's 20-year-old son, Kaesang Pan- ke[!mlmxrn_r.pltlptn.alu:mﬁmn [‘halland 5 | nessownerand mayorofa Iatest to witness mate significant progress | kingashead of state” Without fresh lesder-

garep, tocontest regional elections in cen- | e /! introduce comp small town. R ; . managing the economy, in | ship, Thailand's industrial base will hollow

! 3 tral Java. Late on Sunclay. the countr d o rein in Thailand's oligopolies and curbthe | Jokowi then insi nepotlsm at the part by appointing S Mul- | out_largely becase its generals have allowed

ts @ Mint columntst and a jon issued new rules that | power of the military. none of his famil wani, aformer World Bank | China to muscle in mthdll ot investments
foemer Financlal Times foreign sntion that candidates for Nepotism in politics, long the norm in sould compete Fnl top that puts vice-president, as finance | and massive expo

correspondent. _r.1|e]mh'c*llun should be 30 orolder. Indo- | South Asia, is making a dramatic comeback pmjtu:ll.l thecity. During . i i the enid ufhls Observers will pmnl ot that this is not

nesia’s two-term limit means that President | in Southeast Asia'slarge countries, Themost | that time. he developed a their success that different from the US, where former

Jokeowd must stepdown this October, but his | phoenix- Illie'mmlnnlsﬂml of Bongbong | reputation for being a . - v | president Donald Trump appointed his son-

eldest son will be vice-president in the | Marcos, elec ofthe F pr ist who made stories atrisk  andhasmosiy hm-nholcm in-law Jared Kushner special envoy to the

incomingadministration, which makesthe | acouple of years ago, who arese from the | unheralded visitsto neigh- A% levels that would make

Middle East. After the apdly named Abraham
Accords between lsrael, Bahrain and the
UAE in 2020, Kushner was asked why he
had not concentrated on the lsrae

inithe 1880s that bed tothe
Ferdinand Marcoson alle-
+ had siphoned off billions of
dollars as president.

attemnyst to manipulate sge Hmits for his thivd
son tocontest pollseven more baffling,
Earlier this month, in Thailand, mean-
while, Paetongtarn & awatra became
prime minister just three days after she The biggest surprise, however, i
turned 38. Her ebection as the leader of the | reckless LIIRE‘I'H:\ of President Jokow
Pheu Thai party her father Thaksin Shi tesd) ¥ i Juwmmmmmllmm
watra founded was precipitated by aconsti- | hefire heste pad s year. The legacy of

bourhoods and markets to
hear from citizens themselbves, a practice he
continued oecasionally as president.

This reputation helped Ju](mna hieve
national prominence when he
governorof Jakarta in 2002 Butin
extend his influence after he steps down,
Jokowl has played his hand. In 2023,

Indians envious. Domestic
and foreign direct investment hit 890 billion

Last year, up |

Bangkok ma muodern to a visitor,
butits politics are anything but. A Thai pro-
hibitiom on discussing the roval Bamily in
publicis ananachronism, as isthe military's
inahility to exit politics. Tourism aside, the

tovbe,” he sabd. Such a breathtaking sense of
also in Jokowi's
maoves, is an indictment of nepotism.
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How smart aninvestor are you?
It may be time for areality check

It meay be natural to aseribe suceess to onel skills and failure to bad fuck but investing demands clarity on gains and losses

DEVINA MEHRA

& chairpersan, managing director and founder
of First Global, an Indan and global asset
management campany, and author of the
fetheoming ‘Myths and Mantras: The Ultimate
Irvestment Guide', Her X handle is
@devmamenra

Fvou are an average investorin g lian
stock market. Lam sure you must be feeling
prett T jusst mow, After all, in the pas
year, the Nifty 50 I-.|l|1.smu|ni 0%, the NSE
A0040% and the S 1 whaopping
Gl plus, m-.un-\'uuh.m-;.lu s of Ty
o Inoked e, and
Iddentified ihis stock a 3'|ur ul’illhj.qhu\hll T I v
up three or five times. You are likely very pleased at
having finally leamt this stock market game,

Now let s goback some 20 months to the
heginning of 2023, Woukd you Felt as smart
2, the Nifty returned 4%,
about hlIfIIn-l)pI(.|lﬂsutldu|n it rate; the S
cap index w -.:luun..m:lll'guul: dinvested in
ded funds (ETFs) and other
nched with much fanfare in 2021, you

arl A0% loss. Same iFyou had
hought eryptoassets or non-fungible tokens
(NFTs} in the 2021 boom,

But then, you would say th
were becanse of the 1S Fecderal Re ing
Interest rates, Russla invading | Ikr.um- Ih.< -.pllh-

Il-

¥z (ll-.ru;n Iun:.

i Aty prices, supply disug
and a thousand other reasons

A Geud forbid, had you invested in small-caps
during the 2017-18 hoom, by the end of 2008, vou
woubd have been cursing stock operators, :.h
[ Atk I
Index was down 65
RO-90r%.

D your see the pattern? We attribute outeomes
toourselves, butonly ifthey're successes! Asa
e, wie attribate suceesses to our skills and
ondd our control,
ting. When we
ave been hived for

!mdihu.hm-:.f beyond in
land a job, we helieve lh:n Wi
our talent, qualifications, past achievements and
great interview performance, But Ifwe do not get
the jolsolfer, it is because the interviewer was praj-
udiced or there was some cther hanky-panky
afood. That Is how the human mind works,

Ininvesting, self-attribation means that if] pick
astock and it goesup, it's because I'm a gendus. But
Ifthe stock doesn't dowell, then it's bec
like the central b
s, had company manage:
sr mayhe even a
alenty of villains to Blam

year and ave asked what proportion of your invest-
ment performance you attribute to skill, you are
likely tos give amuch higher percentage than you
wonbd if your port fodio had not done well, inwhich
ease the luck or risk factor would have been rated
highe
v

does this hias exlst® As with most cognitive
biases, it exists because it had a role in human evo-
lution, This one allows you to protect your self-es-
teem. B ributing positive events to yourself,
your get a boost inconfidence, By blaming owtside
forces for failures, you are more likely to persevere
evenaftera fallure—whether it was a failled hunt or
the inalwlity to land a job,

Anything that baosts your confidence and self-
esteem should be good dght? Only iFyou arein
school! In the stock market, it can be a disaste

When you attribute
sds and skill and every

sover-confldence. l\

iilure to bad luck, the result
i tuen leads o taking
i 3

ofmy skill ndIIn-""
of some risk that could not be foreseen,

Muost games in life, with the probable sole excep-
tonofchess, are games of luck plus skilL Investing
Is nodifferent. However, investors welght the two
differently, depending on how well they have done
recently,

Thus, If you have done very well over the past

anani
trading too aggressively, increasing the probability
of poor outeomes, over-trading, ef al, 1t can also
result in concentrated portfolios because you're so
convineed of the brilliance of your analysis.

Al of these things are tobe. . Exy
important, not taking responsibility for vour errors
means that mistakes in thinking, frameworks, ways

MY

ysds and so on will continue unchecked
yiour refuse to admit that there was any-

thing wrong with vour decision-making process in

the first pl

mistakes aver and over again.
Remember the gquote, *Don't confuse brains

Thus, you'

e disomeed 1o repeat vour

bl market.”™ When profiis pour in duringa

bl run, it s all too easy to congratulate yourselld
and your oul ki

randing analytical s . And forget
muoat of vour gains are due to the luck of bedng
nmarket at the right time.
ppun-.m[]u-.l with lay investors, bt

Always remember that in both
fallures, there is luck and there
shoubd not trlek v
that des:
el w

(urn-.k but forget about the ele

| managers, whoar)

have rn n greater incentives todothisinorder to

iy their fees.

stccesses and
skill, Your mind
1into thinking that everything
e to your skill and everything
Poorme! Leould not have fore-

& EARE O
seen that. Bad luck.”
sting, your decisions are always made

ctors and hence there is
element ofluck, We remember had luck
b osf ek i good
5w consciously book for it
great at playing tricks on us, But

that’s a topde for ancther column altogether.

MINT

Telegram’s anything-goes air
finally faces a legal reckoning

Durovk detention iy a result of its wltra-lax approach to oversight

PARMY OLSON
Is a Bloomberg Opinion colmnist covering
technology.

he recent arvestof Telegram founder
and Chief Executive Officer Pavel
Diurow r Paris has sent shock-
waves through the tech workd. uanuk
called on France to “free Pavel” to
threat 1o d 4
corfounder of b .L(llm, l\Illmn\.lllr\ peel-
erator ¥ Combinator, suggested itwould
hurt the munlr3 s chances of belng "a
Yet. whil

It i5 8 Sign that the 'no consequEnces’ e
of social media is fast fading, BLCOMBEEG

seof that platform, Telegram abides by
wa, including the Digital Services
ity moderation I within industry

mijor i
Inga French-led assault on free speechand
nnovation, the reality is mod nanced.

Diurow's detention |s nod a shocking act

T COMPAny o
able for criminal activity on
‘1-[11;mn in this position

Iis platform.
b i

ofge overreach, bat thecul

thon of vears of tession between his ultra-
lax approach o oversight and growing
comeern about Tedegram's role inenabling

wodd content mod-
enath i not b h
Ing effort by a government (umn(lm
veillance on its supposedly secret char

eriminal activity, The ch
and serlous, covering Telegram's co
Ity in the distribation ofchild sexsal-abase
materi M), drug trafficking and
money laundering, While the Hikes of M
Flatforms, TikTok and Alphabet's You-
e h stricter bans on such

Cryptography experts have long pointed
out that Telegram is not fully end-to-end
encryple li-
E-SErVEr eng
could aceess message contents iFitchose o
{and much of the content on the platform
I~.unpul:lu' channels anyway), The com-
pan; seret Chal

enl-to-end
defauland

1

what happenson their apps.
Tebegram Is one of the world's biggest
1

created an ilhusion of to
retaining the technd lm-.m-.lomu
i hy not o use,

soclal media platf with an estimat
SO0 million monthly users, many of whom
Follow popular chanm broadeast
content to thousands of people,
pproach to overseeing all
v It doesn’t, While
nvest heavily in content mode
aw enforcement, Tele-
gram has & minimal-intervention policy
that has contributed toits low operational
costs, Durov ence told the Finanedal Times
that each Telegram user cost the company
Just 70 cen o support,

His platform has been linked to the
spreatd of consplrs ry groups, CRAM
anl tervorism, with 1515 having reportedly
used the app as a communication hub for
nearly adecade. Such groups dont just use
the g for allq.,“ secrecy, but for s any-
thing goes™ approach to moderation. Dar-
ing the recent UK rlots, calls to violenoe
proliferated on the platform even though
they hroke the app One such post
wasanly tiken dow
agip about it, Desgpd
proudly mai ntaimed a stance of non-coop-
eration, [nits FAQS the company states "o

this day, we have disclose (Illh}lmuru-. v
data te third parties, inc
mients” Now,

egram has sald It's bsurd to clalm that a
atform or its owner are responsible for

France's move against Durov marks a
reckoning for that cholce, and the involve-
ment ofspecialized units such as the Ce
tre for the Fight against Cybercrime (C3N}
and Anti-Fraud National Office (ONAF)
highlight the gravity of his app's alleged
offences,

Musk and other critics may argue that
his arvest threatens free speech, but Tele-
gram's hands-off approach o much of the
activity on its platform doesn't grant it
rn-udum from consequences. In-(llmml

¥ asmeh gover
physical one, and when a pl.n{orm
becomes a tool for widespread crlminal
activity, turning a ind eye sn't a defence
ofliberty, but a dereliction of duty,

Oine lesson the tech industry can glean
from this week's de pments is that
sncial media giants can no lomger expect o
ke operating in a regulatory vacuum,
Eurape ison track to take a harsher lineon
harms that ial mad:
like the Digital S
Ombine Safety Act coming into foree in the
next yearor so.The charges hrought by the.
French prosecutors aren’t connected (o
the new EL law, but Ihvj' are part uf a
broadershift in ageressbon, Tech's le;
players are not as untowchable as (Inj
thought they were. EBLOOMBERG

Fakeness among NGOs isn't all that difficult to identify

ANURAG BEHAR

friend fro

not on the NG

15 CEQ af Azim Premji and
Foundation. dangero
Bt thesy we

of NGOs the

podnted guardi

an NGO urged me to
05 that were high (.n
fakeness. Many others
almilarsentime n\.anwn—.nimhm}'hmm; SAL
columns on how fi
world of NGOs more fake
muost ofthe enusof these trends on funders,
s—hig or small
pushed along the dime
1

name the NI

Tiimgg akwows
splnhlhn-w[nntl.q- Bed
trends to position themselves
5 and guides (SAGE) of
soclal sector, Kot only are they cor-
adisproportionate share of the avail-
able funding for themselve
ence who else gets how much mone
S, llng ha m-l.(-mmn

turn dec (h- which Nl.us. to fund. 5
-granting.” Equally if not more
g is thedr influence on w 5

by funders and often also the wides rpul:lu it
Aare
\Jllh’b.\[

oo or bad work, For sure
big, nor have
all

big &

11 b NGO b
n-granting’ had. SAGs are bath | o
1 amall. Some do on-granting and
some don't. Seme of them work across the
e ceraln regions.
Instead of taking names, let's consider t
e NGOs-tumed-

I fve kinds of Tak ith

il Mk
fakenes:

—that are
lons of fakeness

Lln,,L
tives which let you side-s

e are myriad e

s self-;

work with some state

ey alsoinflu- | than'executive assistant’
officers. "

comvey i

This i

haow the:

n'lndlng,!lhm-a-.plrlm,,fn
The Arst two kinds of Fakenes
imter-related: the fakeness of s
-:I'(I.< pih. :qu-n Ihu.

i mﬂ)h- Ihmm,h metries

the depthand lI][l'!L\l[}'u‘Ih.sl work.
Th amplesof this, Here s
one Some of these NCGOs will claim that they
- | work in multiple states, while all they do s
pved by or depart -
ment tosel up so-called project manage-
mient units, which ave wsally nodh
Pt t
states” tends to
1 they work across entire state
systems, whike that is far from the truth, And | W
miany of them will have a glibdeseription of

ysing: ﬁ}ah'mh change,
aclaim like

“wework in 10,000 schools,” while all they
have done s distributed some books in those
10,000 schools, amd perhaps conducted
our enline
thase hooks, Some of th is have

1 far more clever and convineing
They will work at depth and with

1
minar on how to use

inely manageable smal % pclng. There s
AG-hood, | s . And then, some There are five ay For funders to v
aredeeply | & | edement or method' i i claims at any
e and the | of that work will be dis- bas"c ways in of meaningful detail,
seminated ata much langer i Genuine NGOs that givean
seale, Thisle m claim which NGOs honest assessment of the
false credit for a larger-  myislead others  efectsof similar work are
seale operation, often cit- pioiahi- pocbed fior ot hrlm;

ing the same mant
3 mic change.
I of this is a play

between the depth and
intemsity of work on one
hand, and the scale at
which the work happens,

ng more

¢ that genuine
do-gooders
must shun

ture among panchayats is fakeness.
The third kind of fakeness summaons
wuu':luﬂvnumlwhI1.1|I|q,1-|llumnu linis

are immersed deeply in“real India,” while
actually spending most of thedr time and
energy innetworkis

v seeming v good
data fo hack these claims because they are

“strategic’ ol
smart enough.

Faking immersion in
ground-level reality and
being “of the people” is the
Fouwrth kind of fkeness, For
effective work, the central-

wonrds ol 5
Letus nnh- lh at fake-
naost the same thi pokedness,
:IUHELJu|;u-nmll:i."wl)m(ln dug five,
s erookedness. “Our programme worked
with 2000 panc] I:.u}.ammlq'w loge open wells”

sendor

Minessed by

¥
Another

when all they did hute some litera-

fing what I in
.all its nooks and corners,
how ofit, s univer-
lch is why belng in
rimealthe country is
s Gsand thedr leaders, though,

ity o truly
this country |

wigs atconfe @ clreudis
(I.:sr\.ufpm\r Thelr language i und.nlln-:m'
carefully constructed to orehestrate percep-
tions. M
anevdotes from the ground for funders, who
are all too ready to believe them,

The fifth kind of Fakeness s that of pur-
pose and commitment, Most ofthese SAGs
:imm-(lwllh good i unlmm usually with
. But
owver time, in the reality of thel lr.u:'mnmhulh
their purpose and commitment have
become somewhat fake, substituted b
hunger for visibility and pow,

core, much like the denouement of iragedies

inthe M i
I have lII(Iu hope that o P SAGE can
form themselves to become simple good
© 15 8 symbiotic relationship
between the almost-wilful gullibility of
Ni funth-r:..ln(lIIn-ohlI,,Inh[.lkum--.s of
5. Funders need tostepout ofitand not
~|l|l||I|hf (hmn this skope tethered to

1l|:|.v.1|'.'4|;|n' i n'lory.nunllumlard
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSION,

Teammath Gownka

USE HEMA REPORT
TO CORRECT COURSE,
NOTWITCH-HUNT

HIE storm unleashed by the Hema Committes roport s

getting stronger by the day Emboldened by the report's

release, several women are speaking up against sexual

assault and harassment they have faced. The revela-

thons by Bengall actor Sreclelha Mitra and Malayalam
actor Rovathy Sampath bed to the reslgnation of two industry
heavywelghts—Kerala Chalachitra Academy chalrman Ran-
Jith and Assoclation of Malayalam Movie Artlsts (AMMA)
weneral secretary T Siddique. All other AMMA office bearers,
Including superstar Mohanlal, have also resigned. Mean-
‘while, more volees within the industry are demanding a falr
probe into all the allegations in the report, signifying its
deeper Impact on the ilmdom's collective psyche,

The report is a great starting point for cowrse correction,
Malayalam elnema can never be the same agaln—it can only
be o more equal and decent workplace for both men and
women. At the same time, the attempt by certaln seethons to
padnd the enthe Industry bn darker shades s also not a useful
approach. As actor Parvathy Thiruvotbu rightly sald, it s
unfinde to criticise the entlre Industry because of the report
that is only trying to address the malalse. “We are good In-
side, which ls why we are fixiog 11" she said,

The Industry has already embarked on a path of change,
More prodators in Mollywood will undoubdedly be exposed. At
the same time, it should not be turned Inte a whtch-hunt, Level-
1ng baseless allegatlons against Industry members and settling
personal vendetta using the curvent ellmate that fvours open-
Ing wp must not be encournged, Hundreds of peoplo depend on
the film Industry for thelr livelthood, ALl these course correc
thons should only result In making |t a botter place to work, and
not end up destroying (4 I taken In the right splelt, the Homa
Commities report cortalnly has the potential toachbeve s pur
s o Improving workplace caltures, But that will be served
only i everyone focuses on the real lssues rather than sensa-
thonalising the subject. 1 must be turned nto an opportunity to
croate a bitter work atmosphere for everyone [n the industey
Other film Industries, too, can take a loaf eut of the report and
try o fix thelr own sed of problems, 1Eean be a turnkng polnt for
all conoerned, provided the intentlons are correct,

BENGALURUMUST IMPROVE
ITS WASTE MANAGEMENT

1GNS of helplessness in managing Bengaluru's raphd

rowth are becoming more conspicuous, One of the most

glaring are the mbssteps In disposing of thi 6,000 tonnes

of garbage generated dally The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-

hanagara Palike (BBMP) has scombngly given up on find-
Ing ways toeffoctively manage the waste. Senlor BEMP officlals
have asked cltfzens to manage thelr own waste—a troubling
dovolopment further compromising effective disposal. This so-
rhously questlons the Inspleing *Gonvornment's work
1 jpod's work', Inseribed on the ramparts of the Vidhana Soud-
i, thi nierve-centoe of thie Karnatakn governmant,

Experts lament that the BEMP has no control over ts con-
truetors, who are sccused of holding the eity to ransom and
working ko a mafia. Bengalureans are mandated to segregato
wiste al home before handing it over 1o garbage collestors,
But tho contractors mix it o Incroase welght and got heftior
chisques from the BBMP, which pays thim on the welght of
artage Hived, Besldes, n majority of BEMP pourakarmikas
or sandtathon workers are on contract and are often pald late
by thie conteactors, leading to froguent protests,

So garbage disposal In what |s percelved a8 the most global
ety bn Indla has beoome asham, The clty has Just one landfil
and o sprinkling of waste processing winlts that are elther un-
authorised, dysfunctional for technieal reasons, or affectod by
clthaens’ protests against having them in thelr vielnity Ben-
aluru may hive been adjudged the most lveable city in 2024
with a score of 66.70 on the ministry of housing and urban
affalrs” Easo of Living ndex that nssesses Indlan cithes on the
quality of 1ife and efficacy of urban development initlatives,
But it needs to go a long way to make it actually liveable.

There are other systomic ssues at play. There have been no
civic elections In the city slnce September 2020, mainly due to
ward denotification and reservation, issues that are in the
courts, The BEMP is governed by an administrator who directly
reports to the state government. But much can st be doose. The
urgent need is to ensure strict survelllance of contractors to
keap the waste segregated, Increase the number of authorised
wet waste processing units and ensure the proper use of lund-
fills, The IT City of India has no other options but to streaml ine
Lts waste disposal system and protect its reputathon.

BEWARE IDENTITY THIEVES
'|'JIP: Delhl police have reglstered a complalnt agalnst a

min who posed as the chle justios of Indla and sought

cali fare from another Individual, Meanwhile, the Su-
preme Court ks hearing the badl plea of o man charged with
Impersonating former a Patnn High Court ehief justioo in
2022 and making the court's reglstrar buy him gift cards. The
casos come months after o 42-yearobd was arvested for dup-
L two people by impersonating o Delhl erime branch n-
spaetor: These high-profile Impersonations come In an age
‘when identity theft has become pervasive. As part of cyber
safety campalgns, it's Imperative to train all generations
agninst the menace of kdentity thoft.

THURSDAY

RE our stars really the stuff that
droams are mide of? Was the
love peddled to millions of cine
lovers built on the humiliation
of many women who struggled
alomyosiche man to build this pal-
ace of ilusions? Was the magic
of cinema just o sham that covered the
magalomania of men who used the scon-
omy of cinema to traffic in patrinnchal
dividends? Do the raptures of agony and
ecstasy engendered by cinema that touch
o cores mae us complicit in the oppres-
sively foudal artistic economies?

Among the many film industries in In-
din, Malayalam cinema is considered a
et mpart for ity progressive politics and
innovativeness around plot and style.
Biit its ramparts were razed through a
single stroke, a8 Justico Hema Commit-
ten's report filed the epochal voloes of a
hnndiﬁ of women who questhoned the
misogynist foundations of this grand
castlo of deception,

Triggered by the inhuman assault on a
female actor in 0 moving car in broad
elaylight in 2008 ard the subsequent re-
sistunce by the Wormnen in Cinema Collee-
tlve, the Kerala government appointed a
thres-member committes in 2017 under
Justiee Homa to study the worlgplace is-
s ecperbenoed by wormen in the Malay-
alam film industry Yet, the very same
governmsent sut on the report for fourand
ahall years, citing technicalitios and fear
of violating the confidentinlity of the
peopli who testified. It took many infor
mation requests and public outrage for
the government to finally muke a heavily-
redacted document svallable for public
perusal, where the nature and ecent of
redactions have drwwn further fak.

In many plices, the report speaks of the
pallof silence and the culture of fonr thet
uxist in different cine unions, like that of
dancers and junior artists, which prevent-
wd them from testifying openly bafore the
eommitten. The foar of losing their maen-
gre employment possibilities, of unau-
thorised bans and other forms of harwss-
et worn g o silemos those whose
Tiveliboods depended on their precarious
existenee in o male-dominated industry

O i sidely surmise from th report
tht eriminal fiefdoms are thriving with-
imentertainment ndustries in the world's
largest democracy, What the report lays
ars to the clvil sechity, which will prob-
ably find resonance in other film indus.
tries in India, is that behind the star-stud-
ded screen that most Indians are so
Imvestod in Lies o dystopinn world of gen-
der oppression, sexual discrimination,
harnssment, violence and abuse, Prostitu-

‘ORIAL

Rather than just focusing on sensational cases involving
actors, the Herna Committee report should be used to
Improve the lot of all women working In the film Industry

STAR-GAZING
IN A DEEP
STATE OF FEAR

MEENAT PILLAI

tion, sextortion and pimping go under the
peoudonyms of ‘compromise’ and adjust-
mant’. There mre dangerous boasts k-
inge in the dark anderbelly of cinema

Whaere do they draw their seemingly
unguestionable power from? What
prompts the unholy nexus between poli-
ticlans and cinema barons that helps
rogularise the systomic charmctir of the
banality of evil? How ean oligarehic re-
publics of mafindom operate so frealy
within the country? Can any democrat]-
eally-eloctod povernmient wash its hands
of its responsibility to women by invok-
g boggarl Justice while turning a myopic
oye towards social justice?

Tn o state where film eriticism is often
based on hearsay, innuendoes and misogy-
nist infarences, the report takes up wom-

l'mlmu hhaad, I"nlulmlllul\h Dhiecho,
Uit Tor CuRaral Stuche, Unkaridty of Kesalt;
and st ht of Eifstve Fmaiamic dn Sl ks

DL 5

an's labour, oppression, resistance and
agpency from the level of gossip, placing it
o torrain that cowld afford it logal ser-
tiny and public scoountability That said,
s matu judiclal enguiries might not be
proctical, given that oven the actor in the
infamous assault case, in spite of all the
public furore, had to faee firther trauma
whim a rocarding of hir assaull was loakod
from judicinl custody How ean the confi-
dentinlity of victims' testimoninls be en-
sured under the prosent clreumstanoss?
What is this guarantes, given the report
of doepseated cultures of foar instigatod
through trade unions, that the women's
livelthoods would be protected from
harm? In o digital ern, what makes it se
difficult to ensure that film sets have
complaint committees comprising mem-

COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY
TO FIGHT A GLOBAL CRISIS

I thiere s ane crime in the mad-
ern world that epitomises how
unjust the workd is, 8 crime that
ruthlessly exploits human vul-
nerability for prafit, it is human
trafficking The crime's scars are
miich worse when the victims
are children. Children smount to one-third
of trafficking victims in o large part of the
wuorld; in parts of Africe and the Mekong
elilem, thay aro the mujority of vietims,

Yo, the erime continues to thrive, A
meshwork of organdsed traffickers sproad
across borders 18 constantly outsmarting
the et of the wordd, [ronic ns it may sound,
overy vulnerability be it wnatural disaster
or a war, translates into an opportunity
Every novel technobogy mannt to enrich thi
ghobal community becomes a tool in the
hands of these criminals, As a result, our
efforts to combat teafficking often become
futile, Teading toa collective failure,

So, what ks the way forward in addressing
such a deeply entrenched crime? Clearty,
th solution cannot bo seattered or kne-
Jerke, It cannot be addressed only st the local
Tevel, by asingle country, A crime imvalving
eross-biorder networks requ s gobal part-
marshipand o comprehensive frnmework

To begin, survivors of child trafficking
often hold the critical links needed to dis-
manthe the trafficking network and have
the potential to exposs wnd :LL\I‘_JIJ{Jt the an:
thre operation. For example, in Telangana
alon ki 20324, 1.247 rescued child labaus
BES Were ims of trafficking. Each of
these children ks a key to anentire networlk,
A thousand children in one state can pro-
vide erucdnl tip-offs on the trafficking ring.

is maty seerm just a brick in the wall, but
it I8 a brick nonetheless, Imagine other
statis with thousands of ather child survi
vors e ing o this informtion, Inugcine all
this information collected in a national da-
tmhase. Now imagine all such national data-
Teses from around the world being collat-
od—a common database with o large
mumber of traffickers details,

With such a global databnse, numymun-

BHUWAN RIBHU

tion, and recruited into dangerousenvivon:
ments, to being foreed intocrime, trafficked
children suffer unimaginable abuse and
trwuma while traffickers exploit thom.
According to the International Labour
Owgandzation (IL0), the annual global praf.
its from foreed labour and sexunl exploits.
tion is mn estimatod $206 billion —a 37 per-
cent rise since 2014, Break it down and the
report, Profits and Poverty: The econombcs
of freed Inbour, estimates thit trufTickers

Tratficking of children is a multi-
bilkion-dollar industry. The
tesources allacated to fight it
are often insutficent, Mo single
caumtry can effectively fight this
cross-border menace. The need
of the howr is to compile a global
database of traffickers and a
framewark to respand inunison

anderd
per vhetim, Mearwhile, the I<r1nl globl ex

penditure cmum!udlnuhummmm mt
i difTieult to quantify procisely, but runs
into billkons of dollars when considering
this combimed efforts of governmants, inter

wenild b doe d nnd

Chances of a trafficker operating in niew

derrbbory would be slimmaer i governments

Thael aeeess to sueh globad intelligence.
Traffickingof children is a multi-billion:

natimul ot 18 e NGO,
Howerver, dispite significant investments,
resources i often insulTielent for th scibe
of the problem. Many antitrafficking or
KiniRALOns operat with Illm.lh:t:l funding

dollar industry; with estimatos suggesti

It generates sligificant profits for trafThl-
ers and invelves substantial expend itures
by organisations working to combat it
From belng foreed intoe labour at minimal
e v winggee, sakd fior marriage and prostit-

AN BivCe C susk m
afforts. The disparity batween the profita-
bility of traficking and the resources avail
able to fight it highlichts the noed for In-
ervaged funding, internatbonal cooperation
and Enmovitive strategios.
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The disparity doesn't end with financial
challenges alone, USAID's 2024 Trafficking
In Porssns Report report highlights that
thiere are an estimuted 27.6 million vietims
of uman tradficking worldwide, inchuding
men, women and childeen. Meanwhile,
thiere ware 18,771 proseeut ions and just over
7,000 econvictions for trafficking gobally in
the past year. This discropancy bs huge, This
ihosbal eriais bs filled with the stifled screams
of millions of children and is demanding an
Immedinte and unified response, This gap s
our eolbective moral il

Another crucial aspect of this fht is es-
tatdlishing standardised procedures for the
investigation and repatristion of traffick-
inge vietimea, Unifrm protocols ssue thit
investigations are thorough, transparent
and effective, regardiess of jurksdiction,
Standardised procedises for repatriation
wunrantes victims recelve the necessary
support and care to safely return and re-
Integrate into thelr home clties, states and
eountrivs, ansuring their vights and dignity
arw upheld throwghout the process. Moreo:
e given the vast scope of child traffcking,
Implementing these standardised proce-
dures beeomes ovon more imperative,

W need to harness every resource, inne-
vate relentlessly and commit to a future
where trafficking is not just tackled but
ervdicated. A borderless crime requines
hnrd‘ r‘u:wlwin:m' W need tocratea uh:-

o siction wh il -
formuthon s shared, vietims are IrIuntlﬂn:L
rescued, and repatriated with urgency, the
procosds of crime are traced and attached,
eriminnls are prosecuted and comeleted in o
timebound framework, and the two cardi-
nal principles of ‘Look beneath the surface’
and Follow the money' are followed, This
nucessitutes the establishment of o global
tansk foroe and a comprehensive database to
anhanoe coordination and efMiclency: Add-
thonally, there is o pressing need for o com-
1:I|l"h|!l‘L!i\l" Bzl framework inall cowntri
nehuding India, toensure consistent and ef-
fioethve mbasu ros apainst traMeking,

This is our shared responsibility As trad-
fickers are driven to profits, humanity
needs to be collectively driven to justice,

(Wi are persanal)

(Chennal - 00 DSB. €l

;;I The simulacrum is never what
0 hides the cruth it is truth that
hidkes the fact that there is none

Boudriland

bers from outside the industry, o which
i oppressed worman can e to for sup-
port or rodross? The report itself states
that such complaint committes might be
useless because they are bound to be
filleel with nominoes of powor loblies.
This comment has o larger valence in
Kerala, where complaint committees are
often fillod with women who are the
handmaidens of patrinrchy, defeating
the very purpose of genderjust Lws,
The unholy nexus between entortaln-
ment and politics, irrespective of party
affilintions, creates nefurious fanboy”
networks of hegemonic masculinity
within which cireuilate money and ol her
transact ions, crent ing n system that is dif-
fieult to dismantle, Thisis the patriarchal
denpstite within which ordinary women
technicinns, choreographers, dancers
and make-up artists—not just women
actors—function under conditions of
precarity They are dended basie work-
place amenitios and equal wages, with
abuse and violence being made so com:
monplace as to be common-sensical.
Tnstoel of boing considersd an attack on
powerful institutions or individuals, the
repart should be seen as an apportunity to
Intluenee pollcies, There ame many poelicy
docisiong o proactive governmont could
take in light of the report without being
curriid mwiy by tho medin sensithonillsa-
then of the abuse faced by femalo actors
adane. Instead, the focus should also be on
thie 1add other serious issues pelnted out
in the report that take stock of women's
Ity lignity and human rights, It could
Initinte steps to ensure that men and wom-
nnmmkulnrly In the Jowest rungs of the
arder, be given equal wages for equal
work. Women suffier heavily in low-paid,
Insecure and often-unsafi jobs in the in-
dustry The government could e steps to
guarantee dignity of Inbour and decent
wiges, safe working environments, and
provide social Emm:dhmn like healthcare
and maternity benefits
Cinema cannot continue to function as
a diseriminatory cabal that thrives on
wonen's labour, but enjoys exelusive rights
over the degradation, seploitation, ohjecti-
fication and commodification of thelr bod-
les, 1t s thme the state took steck of the
erss unionisation of patriarchy in the in-
dustry, which forms a conduit for the dik-
tats of powar lobbles and for the fear they
Instignte and the survel llance {hey enables
down to individunls, creating more aggres-
sively feudal men and more silenced vom-
an. Unless there are more ‘feminichies’ to
upset the applecart of machodom, it does
ot wugur well for Kerala.
(Wiews are personal)
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School expensa
Ref: Rising education costs fuen aspirations
i fuvdfens {Aug 28). It I3 quite bizare that
edutation has become so expensive over the
decades, Flving a uniferm fee structure (s
qulte impractical as the facilities offered vary
from Institutian tn insAftution, Hence, parents
shoul ersure halr expanse (s woith i

5, Palakiad

AAP model

More than the st of education, it is the
standard of education that fs a cause for
concern, The standards In state govesmment
sthonls are pathatic. This is the main reasen
for th demand for private schools. 11's time
tofollow the Aam Aadmi Farty medel and
upjrade stheals.

Regulate foes
Eduitation |3 comtidared the galden path to
wealth, prompting avesy mdividual to seek
adegree from a prestigows instibution,
Hgwevar, with the governmant unable 1a
finance quality edutation for all citlzens.
private argantsations are charging exorbitant
fees. it s within the power of the gevernment
o shep i anel regulate the fees,

Jose M, Kozhicode

Conflict resolution
Ref: Bear hugs on borh sides of batede dioe [Aug
18] PM Warendra Medi’s eHorts to recontile
Ruzsla and Ukralne are quite admirable, i
makes parfact sense that be met with botk
prusidents to convey the message that snky
dieboges end diplemacy can contrlbute to
& reasdetion of thit ceallict. India shauld be
commanded by the Wast Foe sitting itsetf apart
frnm ether enuntries in this wey
Venkatasubeamanian, Charnal

Weorrying resignation
Rel: Mohanlal quits as ANMA prez (Aug 26)
The meve o the sanior atter's past to step
down and take accountability s commendabie,
buit | hope this dosn't mean the previous
panel will wash thelr hands of the incldent. |
hape ths fellows thaough with full enoperation
an thes part to bring adout reform in the
Maltywood Mm industry.

£hi Samith, Bengalun

Mohanlal haunted

T s i thom of Msanlal and Bes craw 15 &
thear sign of the underlying decrepitude plagueg
thwt organisation. The [rader of any organisation
has to be sbove board, bet Nahanlal himsd!

I3 baiinted by more {han a deade-old case
regrsbened whes foue elaphant tusks were salzed
from fils house in & rasd conducted &y mceme tax
wrthor(bes In June 2010

04, N 207, NI Rieg. No. TRENGS M02/57.




ASHOK LAVASA
FORMER ELECTION
COMMISSIONER OF INDIA

HERE are many
wanys o kil a good
iclen; imiplement-
ing it shodeclly is

the amplist.
‘The manner in which the
recruitment of 45 officers of
the Joint SecretaryDirector
level lalerally was redquisi
tioned and withdrawn sud-
denly is a good example. The

1
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which could have been a
straightforward official com-
munication instead of o demi-
official letter from the minks-
ter giving the impression that
his i ndstry mache a mistake,
which the Prime Minister
twha i in charge of the min-
istry) stepped in tocormect, He
even iraduced the Opposition
for overlooking the principle
of 'social justice’ it sdvocated
while making lateral recruit-
mentwhen in power

Mich has been writlen
about previous govemments
inducting experts fom the
market into the lumaucmtic
gvitem, the recommenda-
tions of the Administrative
Reform Commission and the
Group of Secretaries, the
examination of the proposal

three counts. One, lateral
induction had been resorted
to in the past, inchading by
Uhis gevemiment without get-
ting mired in debilRating con-
troversies. Second, as the
Oppostion fired its predsion
iuded ‘reservation’ missle,
some ministers launched a
counteraltack, not awan of
the  swift, embarassing
retreat bedng planned, Third,
a govemment known o be
toigh buickled under a smok-
ing gun. The irony was that
ministers who should have
known better were birandish-
ing their swords even as the
retreat was being sounded
Before coming to the ssues
imvolved in the non-political
endeavour of lateral recruit-
ment, one cannol help but
pity the language of the
‘instrument of surrender’,

Farmersneed assured pric

DEVINDER SHARMA
FOOD & AGRICULTURE SPECALIST

T i culled the pension
reform. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hos said
that the Unified Pen-
ghony  Scheme  (UPS)
ensures dignity and financial
security for  govemment
employees, “We are proud of
the hard work of all govern:
ment employees who oone
tribute  significantly o
national progress,” he sid.
In reality, the UPS — which
WERUTES O P on exquivalent
to 50 per cemt of the last
dmwn  salary s an
adknowledgement that the
earlier marketdinked New
Pension Scheme had not
warked  for  govemment
employess, To  masure o
‘defined benefit’ for govern-
ment employees, the Union
Cabinet twenbed the pension
scheme o ensure that the
retirees do not have o fice
Lhe tyvanny of the markets
While the PM has also
applauded the country's
Tarmerson a number of ooca-
shong and has often admired
the resilience demonstrated
by the farming commundty,
there have been notakers for

oy the D il of Person-
nel from various angles, and
the peaoefil induction earlier.
This was not the first altempt
v the government, and
hopefully it will not be the
lnst, to draft outside talent o
shore upits skill set

It owould be unfair o
endd orse loteral entry or dis-
miss it without understand-
ing the context and the
motivation for such a move,
Let us look at some funda-
mental lssues,

The Govemment of India
(GO runs the affuirs of the
Centrul Government and oth-
er nationaklevel bodies by
mweeruiting officers o services
such as inoome Lax, Raibays
and Posts though the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC), following the meserva-
tion palicy. It also takes on
deputation All India Servioes

markets have falled for
retired employees, let me
muake it cler that markets
have also fuled for farmers,
Ir employees need an
assured pension, farmers
also neved an assured price,

Nowhere in the world
have markets ensured a
higher income for farmers,
In the major economies,
either the subsidy fills the
income gap (China has
emerged at the top in pro-
viding agricultural subsi-
dies) or agriculture is con-
venlently left sl the mercy
of market forces, like in
India, The result, as some
sudies have shown, is not
only that Indian farmers
are at the bottom of the
pyramid but also that they
have been incurring losses
year aller year for nearly
15 years now.

The only plausibile way to
pull the farmers ot of per-
petual poverty is by ensur-
ing a legally binding frame-
work for guaranteeing farm
prices, Regardleas, the NDA
government had sworn inan
affickavit before Lhe Supreme
Court some yeoars back that a
low to gun ranbes o minimu m
suppart price (MSP) would
distort Uhe markels. Strange-
Ty, whien it comies to furmers,
policymakers  raise  th
bogey of assured prices dis-
torting  markets,  For
employees, everyone is fin
with an assured pension; the
fear of distorting markets

thelr long:pending demand
for guaranteed prices. If

felenly disappears
‘While mainline economists

ACROSS

I Dnagrime (6)

4 Artist's workroom (6)
% Falsehood (7

10 Cuswent preference ($)
I C e o s for e (5)

20 Meet the noeds o (5) 14
A seleot class (3) L]
Trid e - 16

importance (7} 1”7
4 Soundness of mind (6)
25 Mean (6)

Yesterday's sobution
Across: | Rigging. § Cocoa, § Uninientional, 9 Dig iny 10 Vallture,
11 Wonden, 12 Oient, | 3 Scamper, 17 Bogus, 19 Food in the door,
20 Legal, 21 Oulyssey
Downe | Round, 2 Going far a song, 3 Inbense, 4 Geneva, $Chall,
& Conmimer poods, 7 Adlmend, 11 Wistid, 13 Robbery, 14 Grol-
b, 16 Phaal, 1R Surly

OPED
Thinking straight, not laterally, the way forward
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(AIS) officers bome on state
ondres recruited through the
same process. The GO has
no cadre of AlS officers; the
states malntain o deputastjon
reserve as part of thelr sane
tioned cadre strength. The
GO draws upon this reserve
to (il positions ot different
levels in the ministries and
other apex  organisastions
through an empanelment
process for joinl seerelares
and above,

Many GOl ministries have
thelr specialissd services o
deal with thelr allotied sub-
Jects, as in the case of agricul
tiire, commerce, dvil and cost
wecounts, ete. In addition, the
povernment  has  fruitfully
i upon the expetise of
outside  tadent  ocomsionally
without being bound by its
reservation policy. While carli-
er gpovemmnits selectad emi-
nent experts throughan infbr
mal system, this govemment
tied to institutionalise the
selection through the UPSC.

Itis one thing to give
aprofessional view
and quite another
be responsible for
navigating through
the system,
espedally ifone is
unfamiliar
with the ropes.

o e i _r.wy-q-‘n"-:wm.
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INDIFFERENCE: The recent crash in tomato prices underines o palnful anmesl trend that

esto mthstand

vt s hicugh the UPSC, it g

Also, there has never been an
attermpt st s uch large- sole lad-
el induction.

It would be interesting to
understand how ¢ ectively
is the expenise of the exist-
ing  specialised  cadres
utilised by the govemment,
espicially when profess ional
advice conflicts with ghort-
term objectives of the gov
emment of the palitical
imterests of the ruling party.

If the government wishes a
sprinkling of external experts
in the bureaucmtic sywlem
and treat it as quasi deputa-
tion, it must identify min-
istries needing such ‘market
borrowing' and  siml tane-
ously mtionalise and redrow
exigting osdres. Purther, it
should be clear whether such
induction is routine recruit:
ment or contesdual, In cose it
s contesdunl and need based,
et coukd be himd a8 con-
sultants who can give their
opindon md make recommen-
dations feely without being

the natkon doesn't feed concermed abou. Fm

believe that o legal MSF will
Jock up consumer prices and
theretry distort markets, in
reality, it will squeene corpo-
rote profits, and hence the
outery. Strangely. the same
breesd of free-market scono-
mists remadn quiet when
orporates in America go in
for ‘price gouging’ — jack-
g up prices to rip off the
consumers. This actually is
price distortion. Already, 38
states, including California,
Florida and New York, have
brought in laws that prohil-
it the practice. For instance,
the state of New York went
against companies that had
hiked the prices of hand
mnitisers by 400 per cent
during the pandemic. And
sel, many market econo-
mists have alled such
checks on visible market dis-
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The only plausible
waty (o pull the
farmers out of

perpetal poverty is
by ensuring alegally
binding framework
for guaranteeing
farmprices,

tortions & return to Soviet:
style price controls

The: bias in favour of mar-
kets crops up when famen
have o be prowvided with eco-
namic secunty, but not when
orporotes jeck up prices to
extmet their pound of Mesh.
This double speak on market
distortion 8 coming in the
way of providing fammerns
with a living income, As |
have sabd before, markets
will sutomatically sdjust to
the assured prices for farm-
ers I is only the deology
that is coming in theway.

US Vice-President Kamala
Hauris has called for a ban on
orparale  price  ougng,
‘which alone is responsible for
053 per cent inerease in the
prices of food and grocery
Mems sinee the pandemic,
Republicans hove called her

burdened with |

Based on ation, the

decigdonmaking, It s one
thing to give a professional
view and quite another o be
mesponsible  for  navigating
throwgh the system, especial-
Iy if onve is unfamiliar with the
mpes and the eddies OF
urse, being in the system,
their advice could be efther
tempered  of hindered by
pructical conskberations. [t
would be useful to evaluate
the contribution of the lteral
entrants thius far in injecting
“fresh” ideas and approaches
they were expectad to bring
il W assess whether the sy
tem ulilised their expertise
when it countered political
Judgment or allowed it o dis-
spate in the buraaicratic sa
without making waves. Even
o useful, sadly they have o
keave after their contract or
i tation ends.

The Indian Adminktrative
Service is sccused of being a
‘generalist’ service lacking
in specialised knowledge of
any discipline, a conoemn aft-
repeatid without any serious
atternpt at reforming its char
acter. In 2004, Thad written to
the then Cabinet Secretary,
suggesting that the existing
svstem of empanelment be
revamped. The proposed sys-
tem envisged the depart-
ments of GOI divided into
bl sectoral groups such s
nurl development, eoonomic
administration, social servie-
ed and energy AIS officers
can bee asdoed to opt for two or
threesectors after completing
16 years of service, which
entites them to be consid-
eretd a8 joinl secrelaries.

position on it ‘communist’,
Whatever the right wing may
sy, there s no denying, as
sme  economists  have
acknowledged, that a ban on
price gouging s good eco
nomics as well as good poli-
tics. Horris has promised
sction  gainst  companes
that are keeping food prices
artificially high.

Returning to the employ-
ees’ pension, it is interest-
ing to see the Department
of Expendit ure make an all-
ol effort to justify the deci-
sion, terming it ‘fiscally
prudent’ and claiming that
“it will be preventing fiscal
hardship to future geners-
tons of citizens,” Certainly,
there is no one against an
ansured pension for
employees. But il the
employees can be assured
of social security, there is no
reason why economic secu-
rity cannot be assured for
farmers. They also con
tribute significantly to the
national progress, and it is
because of their relentless
hard work that the country
has food security.

When Kamlesh Paticlar, o

farmer Trom Madhya
Pradesh's Mandsaur dist rict,
reploughed his  standing

soybwan crop on 10 acres, he
dicd not realise that it would
trigger a chain resction. Just
few clays after o video of the
incident went viral, reports of
several anguished famers
uprooding the crop poured in.

The crush in soybean prioes

and that too,a monthand a

-
(=2}

UPSC can determine the suit-
ability of the officers to be
allocated o s specialised sec
tor cadre, Selected officers
cnn then serve the GOin the
area they have qualified for
il retirement,  scquinng
experience in o special area of
governance, Those officers
that do not opt for serving the
Centre continue o work in
their original caclres. This sys-
e will not create o separate
class of ‘e mpane el oMoers
serving the Centre for a limit-
ed perfod and meturning to
thel aebres for ‘cooling off”,
1t will also remove allegations
of subjectivity in the curment
empanelment  process  and
hopefully identify officers
with special aptituce and gov.
CTTUNCE CXPEnence.

It is ot this stage of creating
sectorul steams of officers
that the government could
onsder  inducting  lateral
entrants, depending on the

wifall of selected officers,
the special needs of a ministry
o fior u nikggue priority arm for
the government

Toyrny miind, the government
shoubd kevps a window B lnker
al entry and open it sdectively
For delvering a oertiin projec.
ar handing a spedfic assign.
ment, However a door for later
lentrunts should remainopen
a8 part of bullding specialist
onddres, as suggested  alove,
Otherwise, the survival of out
siders in the inhospitable ter
min of the civil services could
be ax difficult as for the dhee
tuha 1o mam fee in the unfs
miliar  emvirons  of Kuno
Nutional Purkc

maﬂcet shocks

half before the harvesting
season — has negated anothe
er economic bellef that sug
gests farmers should hold on
o harvest Gl the time they
can realise o better price,
Putidar had soved his last
yeur's harvest in the hope of
getting o higher price lter
But even that did not work,

While the ruling soybean
prices have dropped too lev
el that existed 12 yarsback,
the destruction of farm
livelthoods keaves hundied s
of thousands of soybean
furmers seething with anger.
The prices, which are much
lower than the MSE are not
even enough 1o cover the
production costs, 1 wonder
when we will have an
mssured price poliey  for
Eurm ers that will prevent fis-
cal hardship for not only
future generations of farm-
ers but also the present one.

Soon  thereafler, reports
abowt Wmato prices craghe
ing by 80 per cent to a low of
Rs 300 per crate of 25 kg
poured in And then ome
news reports about basmati
prices falling by 268 per cent
to Ra 2500 per quintal It is
not something unique hap-
pening this year; # has
emerged as apainful annual
tremd that the notion does
not fieel concerned about,

Providing o legally guar-
anteed MSP to farmers who
have marketable surplus
and  providing  direct
Ineome support Lo marginal
frmers is the big reform
that agricu lure swaits.

e |

(.}

EASY

@ Moon in Gamnd sign

07

QU ICK CROSSWORD . Ssupboku | FORECAST

'S SOLUTION ::'. :::W :’“l

4 alifofe|r/2]a|a[8]| cmy MAX  MIN
110 4 iN Chandigarh 34 28

5 4 285/ 3]7 MewDeii 34 23
B|3(1]8 L] Amvitaar 3 .
2 ] alzlaf1[7]3] pomnaa 23 24

1 5l6 4 Jolandhar 34 28

6 2 874 Ludhiona |35 28
208 Bhivani ETINE T
2 a1 4 Hiser 8 24

Sirsa 34 20
1 3 CALENDAR Dharamsala | 28 18
AUGLST 29, 2024, THURSOAY Manall 24 10
® Shaka Samvatl 1040 | Shimis 24 18
5 W Bradrspad Shaka 7 | Seinagor 22 16

W Bradrapad Parvishio w | Jammu w23
2 LT 1440 | Kargl M 14
W Krishna Pakaha TaN 11, ug io 1,38 am Leh 28 15

3 & Siddhi Yoga up 10017 pm Detvaoun 33 26
W A Mok shatnn up bo 4 40 pm Mumsoorie 22 18



06

The Tribune

ESTABLISHED IN 1681

Ahead ofthe curve

HP raises girls' maniage age before Central verdict

IMACHAL Pradesh’s move to raise the

legal age of marriage for girls from 18 1o

21 years through the Prohibition of Child

Marriage (Himachal Pradesh Amend-

ment) Bill 2024 has sparked a debate,

particularly given the ongoing national discussions

on this issue. With the Central Government's Prohi-

bition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill still under

review by a parliamentary panel, HP's law raises

questions about the implications of pre-empting the

panel's findings. The panel, tasked with examining

the Central Bill that also raised the girls' age for mar-

riage 1o 21, is deliberating on the matter. Its report is

to address various concerns, including cul-

tural sensitivities, socioeconomic factors and the

potential impact on women's rights and personal

freedoms. The HP decision to act independently is
both progressive and precipitous.

On one hand, the state’s proactive stance high-
lights its commitment to gender equality and empows
ermentof young women, By aligning the marriage age
of women with that of men, the law aims to pn:mde
them equal ies for ed and
development, free from the pressures of early mar-
riage. However, thls move alsorisks creating legal and
social di il the parli ry panel's
report suggests a different q)]:lcm:hunrjimml safe-
guards. The national legidation, once enacted, would
supersede state laws, potentially leading to confusion
and the need for amendments. The timing of HP's law
underm broader I process that the
parliamentary panel is engaged in, which seeks tobal-
ance diverse perspectives and ensure that the law is
inclusive and well-considered.

While the HP law isa bokd m'p it underm\es lhr
importance of g a
consistent approach that takes into aa:nurl the mm—
plexities of impl ing such a change
across India's varied social landscape,

‘Donkey route’ again
Intermational crackdown a must to curb menace

OUR Samana-based youths have made a
fervent appeal to every Punjabi: Never take
the illegal route to the West. Ii's a bitter
case of once bitten, twice shy. They are
lucky to have survived the notorious and
perilous ‘donkey route' — they were robbed,
deprived of food for days and made to trek barefoot.
An unscrupulous travel agent who had assured them
of a work visa to the US is to blame for their ordeal.
Their families sold land and mortgaged jewellery o

OPINION

"
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50yearsof|nd’ssteadywtpe|famanoe

The country has become the third-largest contributor to global growth

TH NINAN
SENIOR JOURNALIST

T may not have seemed

50 at the time, but 50

years ago India reached a

turning point. There was

an economic crisis and
political turmoll. The decisive
action a year later was the
imposition of Emergency rule
by Inedira Gandhi. But that was
overturned in less than two
wears. What proved more long-
lasting was something barely
noticed at the time: A new
direction in economic policy,
away from Mrs Gandhi's
overtly Leftist phase. There
followed in due course an end
to India's long-term under
performance 4% an SConomy,
and over time l.he birth of a
new ' India story’

Until the mid-1970s, India
had been growing more slow-
ly than the world economy.
‘The transition in the second
half of the 1970s followed
some 15 years of crises in the
form of wars, foiled harvests
and even famine, a traumatic
rupee devaluation and two
oil shocks. Many of these
events had contributed to a
loss of national self-belief
after the early optimism
under Jawaharlal Nehru.

But once the economy sta-
bilised, what followed was a
half century of steady outper-
formance. Growth outpaced
both low-income and middle-
income countries, as well as
theworld economy. The coun-
try consequently has an inter-
national heft today that it mev-
er enjoyed before, Yet, it has
not been a ‘shining” record,
because of conlinuing poor
socioeconomic metrics and
rising inequality.

Prior to the transition,
India's share of the global

ON COURSE: The et B,

10 mvocx

economy had been on the
dechne — from 2.7 per cent in
1960 to 1.9 per cent in 1975
before the decline slowed, sta-
bilised  amnd eventually
improved. Even in 2013,
India’s share of the world GDP
was slightly smaller than in
1960, Now, in 2024, itis 3.5 per
cent of the global GDP And
since the economy is growing
at twice the global average,
India is the third-largest con-
tributor to global growth.

Per capita income similarly
improved. From 8.4 per cent
of the global average in 1960,
India's per capita income
dipped to 6.4 per cent in 1974,
The numbers improved to
13.5 per cent in 2011, and fur-
ther to 18.1 per cent in 2023,
That is a near-trebling over
five decades. Yet people in
most countries enjoy a much
better standard of living,
Indeed, there are hardly any
countries outside of Africa
and in India’s own South
Asian neighbourhood where
per capita incomes are lower,
Along road lies ahead.

What transforms the India
story is the size of its popula-
tion. Per capita income is mod-
est, but when multiplied 1400
million tmes @ makes the
Indian  economy the fifth
largest. Already, India is the
second-largest  market  for
maobile phones and motorey-

[ntemational mention
ofIndia is nowmore
likely torefer itasa

rising power rather
than as a country
of poor people.

cles/scooters, and the third- or
fourth-largest for avistion and
cars. Growth in these product
and service markets has been
underpinned by a burgeoning

International mention of India
is now more likely to refer toit
as a rising power rather than as
a country of poor people. Yet,
India continues to feature as
only a‘'medium development'
country in its human develop-
ment, while countries like
Vietnam have attained ‘high
development' status, Indiais
unlikely to make it to the
“high development’ category
for another decade or more —
beyond which lies the ‘very
high development’ category
comprising the developed
economies, to which the
country aspires.

Even here, though, the num.-
bers are improving. The mean
years of schooling have
improved from 44 years in
2010 to 857 years now. India
also has more than the WHO-
prescribed ratio of a doctor per
1000 population, and Efe
expectancy has finally crossed
the 70 threshold.

ing to it have generated great
wealth for investors, leading to
the rise of dallarbillionaires
(at 200, the worlds third-
largest tally), while the stock
market ranks fourth by market
capitalisation.

Up to the mid-1970s, close to
half the population lived below
a bare-bones poverty line.
Today, less than 10 per cent of
the people are officially poor.

Higher i find reflec-
tion in amare vared and rcher
diet. Milk consumption has
multiplied 10-fold. So has fish
consumption, while the con-
sumptionof eggs has increased
more than 20-fold. Add o this
the rapid growth of horticul-

e — frults and vegetables.
Meanwhile, household savings
as a share of the income have
gne up T0 per cent, even as
average incomes have multi-

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

plied six-fold in real terms.

More @mportant than all
these may be a change in
mindset. India in the mid-
19705 was still committed to
socialist rhetoric. Apart from
large-scale nationalisation of
several industries, there was
also price and production con-
trol on everything, from paper
to steed, and sugar to cement,
even bathing scaps and cars!
The inevitable resull was
shortages and black markets.
State govemnments routinely
sided with trade umnions in
industrial disputes. But things
have changed. Indian politics
is now more populist than
socialist, the Communist par-
ties are in the ICU, and govern-
ments want to change labour
laws to facilitate business, Tax
rates have become reasonable.

Indians have become enthu-
stastic share-market capital-
ists. I 1974, the biggest public
issue of shares totalled all of
Rs 12 erore (shout Rs 350 crore
in today’s money). In compar-
ison, in the last couple of years,
several companies have done
public issues of Rs 15,000
21,000 erore (LIC, Adani, Voda-
fone, ete). As recently as a
decade ago, mutual fund com-
panies managed sums equal to
less than an eighth of bank
deposits; that share has dou-
bled to more than a quarter.
The next five years could see
India add more to its GDP, in
sbsolute numbers, than it has
done in the last 10.

And yet, there is no story in
India without a counter-story.
The production of consumer
durables has not increased at
all compared to seven years
earlier, and has gone up by an
annual average of just 2.8 per
cent for non-durables, Clearly,
consumers  are  financially
stressed, especially in the low-
er rungs of the income lwdder
— probably reflecting the lack
of enough work on good wages.
Only when that changes will
the economy be able to get to
the T-plus per cent rate that
once marked out the truly
high-growth economies.

raise around Rs 35 lakh each. But they were strand-
ed in Spain for weeks and had to pay Rs 25 lakh to
another agent to finally make it to the US.

It's a familiar story that keeps playing itself out
again and again despite all the news reports about
desperate migrants pushing their luck too far There
are two key questions: Is such a passage to America
waorth risking one’s life and savings? And what are
India and other countries doing to bust the thriving
racket? This international ring cannot be wiped out
without a well-coordinated transcontinental opera-
tion. The ring of human smugglers has operators
everywhere — from Asia to Burope and Central
America — and each of them extracts his or her
pound of flesh on the way.

The routine srrests after every such incident are just
notenough totackle the menace. Wily agents willlie low
for a while and then reappear to ply ther nefarious
trade. Those who try to go abroad illegally are also at
fault A vigorous public awareness campaign is a must
towarn aspiring migrants about the perils of bypassing
official channels. Movies like Aaja Mexico Challiye and
Dhnbi have done their bit; the onus is on various stake
holders to fight this battle together,

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Lord Olivier's dﬁpnlch

IT is the ¥ of an that
where the question is one of pacifying the people or applying
the healing balm to their locerated heart, it is never prompt
in its action. If ever there was a matter in which the
promplest action was required on the part of the responsible
authority, it was the attitude of the presiding judge in the
O'Dwyer-Nair cse, more particularly his summing up to the
jury and the mischievous obiter dicta in which he allowed
himgelf freely to indul ge. And yet no actionwhatever was tak-
en either by His Majesty's Government or the Government
of Indiaat the time and, indeed, for nearly a monthand ahalf,
The case came toa close on the 5th of June. The widest pub-
licity was given to the judge's remarks, both in England and
India. All leading newspapers in India as well as Liberal and
Labour newspapers in England condem ned the remarks with
the utmost strength and emphasis. Yet it was only on July 17
that it occurred to Searetary of State Lord Olivier to writeand
send the despatch dissocisting His Majesty's Government
from the judge's remarks, while the Government of India’s
own views on the matters dealt with in the despatch are yetto
be formulated. This dilatory precedure in a matter vitally
affecting the peace and contentment of the people, ata time
when a Labour Government is in power in England, shows,
not for the first time, that so far as India is concerned, there
is not much to choose between the most progressive and the
most reactionary Government in England.

Anation is enriched by the economic prosperity of its people. — Adamsmit

The babusin
police uniform
Sarisi KuMan S HARMA

N 1887, 1 joined Gujarat as an IPS probationer and called
on the state DGP. He asked me why | had left my job of
an SBLofMicer o become a cop al a substantial salary out.
T avoided mentioning the real motives — power and glam-
our — and said I did not want to do a desk job all my life.
He retorted sarcas tically, “And what doyou think we are here?
We ks besbuas and Tamn the b Babu of the Gujarat Police!”
Apparenitly, he hated the excessive paperwork that had crept
into police procedures; even he had not been able to do any-
thing about this because the government and the courtswant-
ed it that way. Ferhaps it was a legacy of the Bombay state, of
which Gujarat was a part before it became a separate state in
1960. However, whike the DGP himself rued it, other officers
took pride-in the lengthof reportsandth afthebun-

dlesof i papers they p
Ongdomnmnasmkedalmmwnhanmumdwx.h
s i i book-kenggth affid e i of Police,

the
Ahmedabad, which be had fled before the commission of
inquiry looking into the communal riots of 1985, In the offi-
dlavit, he had tmoed the history of communal riots in Gujarat
sinoe the Mughal period. It is another matter that his academ-
e knowledge had been of Bitle help incontrolling the vickence,

AsIsetiled in the pb, [!nulll that most documents — FIRs,

of 1 all kinds of reports
—tendeqmbeunumalwmgu\ylu-udmmpﬁgupm my
staflthat it befone the dlittle evi

ue and the more details it had the greater material llmnﬂu-d
to the defence counsel to contradict the witness and demolish
his credibility. But I did not sucoeed much. Needlessto say, not
many officers read the lengthy documents and much of the
voluminous reeord was created only for the records.

Iwas serving as an ASP in a rural subdivision when the Gen-
eral Election of 1989 was announced. One day, [ received a
wireless message nunning into several pages from the Inspec-
tor General (Law and Order). It had been circulated down to
the palice station level and required officers to visit all villages
in their jurisdiction to ensure that there were no issues or dis-
putes that could threaten the peaceful conduat of the election.
In the message, the IG had reproduced an entire chapter of
instructions from the Gujarat Police Manual (GPM) and
sought officers’ compliance with it

Later, when I met the I(‘iImmirh:mmuﬂhuhmﬂ’wm!n
message and sugp i poli
entire chapterof the GIPM, ]'!mlh:llmwmqum:dlh:dmplu
numiber and sought compliance, His reply was, ‘In my 25 years
of service, | had not read that chapter When my reader police
Inspectordrew my attention to it and Irend i, I renlised that there
may be other officerslike me. | reproduced the entire chapler in
my message sothat officers would o least gothrough it.”

LETTERS TO

Common man a victim of apathy
With reference to the editorial ‘Bail, but still
in jail'; courts often drag their feet in the
grant of bail. The struggles faced by promi-
nent politiclans Bke Manish Sisodia and
Arvind Kejriwal in receiving badl speak val-
umes about the sorry state of affairs. If even
wellconneded leaders represented by eru-
chite lawye rs find it hand to recsive relief from
eourt, what about the undertrials who belong
o underprivileged sections of society? An
overhaul of the procedure for the grant of
bail and furnishing bonds is in order to
ensure that the common man does not con-
tinue to suffer because of judicial apathy.
RAVINDER JAIN, LUDHIANA

Bail sans relief

Refer to‘Bail, but still in jadl’, it is unfortunae

Mal’mpmnhwfwdﬂlmkmml.ﬂblul

wowalk ut o il despi il Quite
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underprivileged sections bear the brunt of the
i ioms that are imposed following

the sl b s b rigg hily pointedd
the editorial that swvanding a prisoner bal and
then imposing oo many oomnditions is e taking
away with theleft hand what is given by the right
harsd. Bail is the rule aned denial an exception, as
the Supreme Court s reiterated in several judg-
ments, There is on urgent need o gmplify the
conditions of furmi shing bonds and surcties.
SHAKTI SINGH, FARNAL

Lack of accountability to blame
Apropos of the editorial ‘Rusty promises”; the
muling dispensation has failed tochedk theevil
of cormuption. Graft hnspennmmdm level
rigght from th
rl!.n!.'heuq: And unfortunately, it is the com-
mon man that has to suffer. The collapse of the
Chhatrapati Shivaj Maharaj statue in Maha-
rashitr and the leking mofof the new Pardia-
ment building in New Delhi are a matter of
shame. A lack of accountahility is to blame for
the poor quality of construction work.
Fivouritism, mepotism and red tape sadly
plague the administrtive system in our coun-
try. It is time for the powers that be to overhaul
the process of roping in contractors for public
projects and reinincormipt practices.
VINAY K UMAR MALHOTRA, AMBALA CANTT

THE EDITOR

Kangana's irresponsible words
BJP MP Kangana Ranaut's remarks on the
farmers” protests are an insult to tillers across
the nation This is further proof of the BIFP's
antifarmer stance. Notably, it is not even the
first time that the actress turned-politician has
nmdtlpcmnmlmmmml Earlier, she had
bed the ing: farmners as Khal:

It is not enough for the BJP o simply distanos
itself from her irresponsble ulterances. The
party’s top brass must pullup K.nnnannﬂr]wr
harteeful and d Asal
she must do better Not only has the BIPded
Cetml Government failed to fulfil the
dlemiands of the furmers, but 2 basalso aibbed
salt in their
igrate the farming community.

'BEDYUT KUMAR CHATTERJ EE, FARDABAD

Modi's diplomacy
PM Narendra Modi's recent visit to Ukraine
is a masterstroke in diplomatic balance,
i ing India's tor global
peace, Despite India's deep-rooted ties with
Russia, Modi's outreach to Kyiv demon-
strates New Delhi's strategic autonomy. Incdia
refuses o be comered into taking sides. The
move signals to the West that India stands
firm on its sovereignty. By engaging both
Moscow and Kyiv, Modi also highlights New
Delhi's readiness to serve as a mediator inthe
conflict. This diplomatic manoeuvre not only
strengithens India’s global standing but also
opens new avenues in global trade.
SAHIBPREET SINGH, MOHALI

Bandhs disrupt life
The BJF's call for a Bengal bandh over the
horrific Kolkata mpe-murder is legitimate.
The case has understandably sparked amas-
sive outrage and bed o protests across the
nation, But it is imperative for ourleaders to
understand that a bandh throws Bfe out of
gear. Such steps take large bites out of the
earnings of countless daily wagers. Besides,
it also disrupts essential services. A robust
legal reform and achange of mindset in sod-
ety can help bring down the number of
heinous crimes. Protesters must push for
systemic changeswithout adding to the woes
of the commaon man.

NITIKA BANSAL, ZIRAKPUR

Leeters nothe Edior, typedin double space, shouldinot exceed the 200-word ki
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sert. by e-mall L Letbers@tibunemal.com
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Reforming coal markets
A mational coal exchange can make a difference

he setting up of a national coal exchange,

according to recent report on this newspaper,

is amajor priority for the government, There
are several reasons why India needs one. The demand
for coal is rapidly exceeding what has been stitched up
through long-term fuel supply agreements (FSA), and
from the power sector in particular.

The power sector accounts for about 90 per
cent of the coal demand. While more than 70
per cent of this demand (about 550 million
tonnes) is met through FSAs with Coal India
Ltd in particular, this leaves the public sector
behemoth with about 250 million tonnes to
spare, which can be efficiently allocared to
independent power producers and non-coal
users such as steel. Commercial mines
account for over 120 million tonnes. So, at
least 35 per cent of India’s domestic coal
output (about one billion tonnes now),
besides imports of over 200 million tonnes,
awaits better price discovery through a coal
exchange mechanism,

As the document issued in November 2020
toappoint a consultant for the exchange
points out, six types of coal auctions and
linkages are already operational. A ‘national
coal index" arrive: floor price for the sale
of coal after periodic assessment of
production and import data, on the basis of
which the g collectsa
revenue share, Yet, the coal supplies,
particularly their quality, are plagued by lack
of transparency. There is no convincing
system to check for calorific value, Onthe
demand side, the power sector'’s
requirements have been on the rise in
summer, as well as in the post-monsoon
period of September and October when the
temperature rises and the stocks are ata low
due toadipin output in monsoon months,
The demand for spot coal will rise in the
coming years as FSA quantities fall short.
Another factor is at work to raise the
significance of exchange traded coal - the
rising share of renewables in the energy mix.
Asaresult of this factor, long term FSAs may,
and indeed should, be phased out for smaller
periods. If the existing coal index setsa floor
price, the exchange could potentially arrive at
some sort of a ceiling price. Efficient pricing
will result in correct transmission of
downstream costs to the electricity and
industrial sectors, Toachieve this however,
the proposed national coal exchange needs a
truly independent regulator - especially ina
market where one entity accounts for 80 per
cent of the domestic output.

Contracts, deliveries and payments must
proceed inan orderly way, with penalties
kicking in if the contract is not adhered to, All
trade information should be openly available
on the exchange platform (there should be
Jjust one independent exchange), be it the
kinds of instruments on offer, the terms of
contract and the quality and quantity of coal
traded. An independent agency should
ascertain coal quality. India has the
regulatory experience to implement such
reforms, even as coal production and trade
are mired in complexity.

FROM THE VIEWSROONM.
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e Pros and cons of high
private credit growth

RISK AND RETURN. An underdeveloped corporate bond market, particularly for

HARSIMRAN SANDHU

s India strives to become a

$5-trillion economy in the

near future, anoften

overlooked yet powerful

force is reshaping its
financial landscape: the rise of private
ereddin, Traditionally, India’s credie
market has been dominated by banks
and non-banking financial companics
(NBFCs).

However, private credit — non-bank
lending facilitated by specialised credit
funds — is emerging as a vital catabyst
for growth, Unlike traditional bank
loans, which come with rigid terms,
private credit offers customised
soluthons tailored o borrowers’ specific
needs. This flexibility is particulary
crucial for sectors lke infrastructure
and real estate, where large-scale,
long-term rund-nﬁ isessential but not
always avallable through conventbonal
channels.

However, the Reserve Bank of India
{Ill:r}hasupwnm! concerns about the

ath of private credit, warning

l!ull 1mmnnln|:lnlcnunml«lnrn

Banks and non-b el t ceof
poua)slcmk rigks. Let's map the ium!l:q(. rlim]nllvfurl‘rmllhnl
evoelution of private credit and its n'nuldmm erwise strugggle 1o secure
challenges. financing in the traditional bond market.
PRIVATE CREDIT AND FLEXIRILITY  MANAGING RISKS

Private credit refers to non-bank lending
where funds are provided by p-nmc

©Ome of the key stravegies that private
crnlllinnduuu-l.um:mwc risk and

Instititions rather th
nks,

This type of credit typleally involves
direct lending to companies, allowing
for more tailored and flexible financing
solutions,

This :llth:ahlll_\:-'nnh@m\'a:f eredit

5 th fon af
Ilghl cm\.mnl:. Covenants e

lower-rated bonds, has spurred this segment. A credit downturn could pose problems

g still presents

meed for better returns. I AAA
or AAbonds in India l}]ﬂ\h'h)ﬂ?ﬂl
spreads of 0.5 per cent to 1 per cent over
government bomds,

However, when moving down the
eredit spectrum, the differential — or
spread — over government bonds can
inerease dramatically, ranging from 4
[eF Ceiil ko s misch as 8 per cent.

l!mm changes have made the tax

require borrowers tomeet spwiﬁc

d lebt munul funds more
i

aumlﬁmmhuldlcl The Insolvency and
B:mknl oy Code (1BC), acritical ool
for resolving distressed assets, has seen
fts average resolution times balloon to
over 700 days — well above the
stipulated period.

‘These delays undermine investor
confidence and make the private market
less appealing, particularky for those
imerested in distressed debt and special

and prompting i INIsto seck
alvernatives. Private credit funds offer a

B inits latest financial stability
report propagated rlalsl in pﬂ\‘ll(‘ credit

financial metrics and operational
lnllﬂtum-l These conditions serve as
early

potﬂmnllllucs bul‘:;rlhc)'

7 y
companies and capital-intensive sectors
like infrastructure, real estate, and
manufacturing — industries that

!
escalate into defaults,
Tight covenants typically include
requirerents such as malntaining

requi often
beyond the reach of conventional
fundding sources,

Iy India, private credit investments
are structured under Category [ of the
Ahernative Investment Punds (AIFs)
U‘-gul.a:mnu These funds offer a variety

financing solutions, from plm’Idmg
credit to distressed debt, special
situations, and venture debt.

SURGE IN PVT CREDIT
In the first half of 2023 alone, private
credit investments surged 1o $5.1 billion
across 63 deals, with an average deal size
of $80 million. This represents a
compound annual growth rate (CAGHR)
of 28 per cent since 2018,
Asignificant driver of this
the underdevelopment of I
corporate bond market, particularly for
lower-rated bonds. This gnr has pushed
businesses 1o seck alternatives, making

owthis

rves, adhering to
specific debt-to-equity ratios, and
achleving revenue targets, This

fve approach protects the lender's
capital and nlralmn\'nala:,dn
wrack financial

HNIS AND PVT CREDIT
High-net-worth individuals (HXIs) are
Increasingly turning o

dth'tnhytr

eredir,
npuludc b taxatbon and a

expanding their
involvement in private
credit, with private equity
firn 0 increasing st Wkes
in life insurance companics.

hlghln ;:‘(‘Eli |;Ill| tradit ilnn:r‘!clﬂ s
funds,

INDIAIN THE GLOBAL MARKET
The size of the private credit market at
the start of 2024 was approximately 1.5
trillion v $1
teillion in 2020, and is estimated to grow
1o $2.8 trillion by 2028,

In 2024, India’s private credit AUM
stood ataround £15 billion, but this is

al key
dimensions: (i) iskier borrowers
compared to traditional lending,
potentially leading to significant losses;
(1) systemic risks for investors,
rlpccla'llrImur:lmrmmpannund
nsion funds, due to large capital
osses; (1iR) increasing complexity in
Tnutc credit structures, with multiple
ayers of beverage; (iv) heightened
Tbquidiiey risks from the growing retail
presence and increased redemption

In Indi

T\ cted tosoar t between $60and $70  rights;and (v) T
Billion by 2028, interconnectedness with other financial
This rapid growth unc, system
:m.rrarlmclmwrunccn»fpclvnu-mdu Banks, insurers, and pension funds
are expanding their inve went in
M\mu nglnhal ﬁmréumu in this private credit, with private equity firms
also increasing stakes in life insurance

'l‘hugmmhiu driven by strong

companies.
However, data gaps hinder effective

middle class, and an insatiable demand i g and private credit's N

for ¢ de resilience i 4 it
b downturn, posing the risk of sha

NAVIGATING CHALLENGES losses and a potential loss of confidence

D;J'dlc!ls bright prospects, the private
it market in India is not without

The regulatory ¢

Huall

in the asset class,

That writer it Prolesicr of Finance - IMT Ghasisbad

Clarity on application of old and new criminal laws

Benefit conferred by substantive law (right to less punishment under IPC) remains intact. Procedural law is another matter

Kapll Arors
Pravar Misra

Code, 1860 (IPC), Code of

Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CriC)
and Indian Evidence Act, 1872 have been
replaced by the Bharatiya ? \)’a{a Sanhia,
2023 (BNS), Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS) and Bhartiya
Sukshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (RSA),
Mpum::‘

Expect tv afew 'questions have

F rom July 1, 2024, the Indian Peral

ol‘thttmw'hlh and new criminal law
regimes, Can the procedure preseribed
mulcrll\:&'iawly Inr ct n{:rLaI of
nﬂ:ncrummnledul rrII’L T Wihat

. ‘e )
Allthe Prime Minister's Men

maxdel the Cabinet Secretary isthe
capo di tettl capo, o captakn of
captaing who also services the
Cabinet. He or she therefore
inspires real awe, Not in India, not

:lrluhllu Raghavan

hat's the significance of
‘ N ? 1968, 1972, 1977 and
19887 These are the

respective years in which Ajit
num PK m.m.snmim
and TV Somanathan joined their
respective services,

Each of them has the total
confidence of the Prime Minister
bt Somanathan, who will take
over as Cabinet Secret.

Septembser 1, Is far junior o them.
He belongs to the 1987 batch of
the 1AS and might want to say ‘sir*
1o them. Doval, Mishraand
Jaishankar also have Cabinet rank,

Anyone who knows about
gevernment service will
understand what that means: it
places the Cabinet Secretary —

Ay More anyway,

The Indian Cabinet Secretary
lost out as soonas a Prime
Minlster's secretariat was created
in July 1964 by Lal Bahadur
Shastri and a Principal Secretary
tothe Prime Minister was
appointed, The creation of the

st of National Security Adviser

the Vajpayee government in
1998 further reduced the Cabinet
Secretary's importance.

What we have had since the
mid- 1960s is a hybrid between the
American and the British types of
governance, Or, as they sayin
Punjab, “aadha teetar, aadha batayr’
(half partridge, half qual),

whnhﬂdllhn'mlm'ﬂcunnd Government watchers will find
ative the process of |

nr:m ul’lhfw\\mmrnl J a8 between these functionaries very

the national security wing — | interesting despite the fact the

very unenviable position. Tosda
e is the junbor most in age, ran!
and status amongst a group of
former civil servants, rather than
politicians, This is the opposite of
what the classical Westminster
type of model envisages, Inthat

“allocation of business' will pave
the way for clarity. The Cabinet
Secretary now depends on the
influence he or she has on the
Prime Minister, So tham, by
allaccounts, ks not lacking in that
respect,

Ha»

August 6 of the Allshabad High Court in
Deepuand Ors v State of Uttar Prndesh and
s, The issue ralsed therein was that
BNS, not IIMC should apply as the FIR
was registered on July 3, 2024 under
BNSS,

Indecidingthe issue, the High Coure
provided considerable clarity on the
interplay between IPC, CrPG, BNS and
BNSS,

SUBSTANTIVE VE PROCEDURAL
At its root, the applicability of the
erstwhile or new criminal laws is
determined by what parts are
“substantive law" and what is
“procedural law”, Benefits conferred
substantive law (for eg. right toa lesser
punishment under 1FC) can be clalmed

LAWS. The old versus new

n;ul-umlrwu d b undmu'

i o BNS

vrmuu

BNS/IMC— Ilk'nlat:‘nf il date of
reglstration of FIR? What happens to
procecdings which were pending as on
July 1, 2024 (L. the date on which the
new criminal laws came into force); do
they continue under CrifC or BNSS!
These are but a few questions that are

lof the
nupl(‘ isalso foundin Section
A58 of the BNS, which repeals 1PC but
also saves “any right, priviiege, obligation
or Hability acquired, accrued or fncurrad
under the Coste 50 fed”, Pertinently,
this is also in keeping with Article 200f

pzling lay persons and the Constitution, which holds th
[:mml . However, judgiments of criminal lability cannot be
various High Courts have begun to retrospective nor exceed the onein
almluhlrl! nots of confusion — as force on the dave of the offence. Hence,
d by a recent jud dated the BNS could not apply v an offence

force e, July 1, 2024,

It Iulmlmpunnm o note that the
procedure concerning the substantive
right (for o the court/forum where an

] lod

PP
avested right. In fact, Section 531 of the
BNSS which repeals the CrPC, nu\\un)'
g application, Prial, inquiry
ﬂlmflﬂﬂ"'ﬁ‘hhh Iapu:lqlw under
CrPCason July 1, 2024 — only till ins
conclusion. Any subsequent

appeal reviston proceeding ete, after

July 1, 2024 can only be under BNSS and
not CrifC,

Hence, the question of applicability of
||-(:arliNsr:I|aumm:Iu- dateof the
offence, It is the Raw in force”on the date
which i relevant and not the date of
registration of FIR. Thus, the 1PC will
continue to apply o any offence
committed on or before June 30, 2024
and BNS will apply o any offence
committed on or after July 1, 2024,

As regards the procedure, if the FIR is
registered on or after July 1, 2024, the
investigation, trial ete, will be governed
Iy BNSS and not Crid espective of
whether the offence is committed under
IFC or BNS, However, al,
application cte, which E:E{cﬂrm under
CriC as on July 1, 2024 will continue,
onlytill its conclusion, under

uim-&umt step, appeal revision ete.
b under BNSS.
W'h:k' \.\nLﬂwnn ancw eriminal law

rqld roceedings o not
o vhslcll:l)upel:dwl Similarly, the
tetherto the ald criminal laws should
not neediessly linger. The interpretation
by the courts strikes a good balance in
this regard.

Arorals Partner and Misra, Senice Antociate, Cyril
Aora P Mangakdin

#® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your betters by email 1o bleditonithehindu.co.n o by post 6o Letters to the Editee”, Th

Fed moves

Following the hint from US Federsl
Resarve Chair Serome Povell
about the possitility of rate cut,
equity markets had surged workd
over, inchading Incka's Nifty and
Sersen

While the Fed rate actions usually
et off a chain reaction, it remaing

M Jeysram

Sk {Towd tisde)

New AMFI rules welcome
The lead news 'AbiFl sets new rules
to curb front running at AMCY',
(August 28), comeng in the aftermath
of ursavoury reports of front
running at furd houtes, based on
detaded confabs

a5 s policy actions ane uiually
deteimined by domestic acton
Theugh the kower rates in
advanced economies ke the US
willhelp increase capital flows into
markets like Indu, ivvestors need
to enercise caution as the

vk ations of ndian equities are
tretched

various stakehokders and authorities
5 wekeome.

That the authorithes are akve to the
meedion vigiance at slllevels is.
appreciable. The phased manner of

Jove Abraham
Httapem

Bengal on boil

Apropos of the news Kolkata rally
R viokent a3 protestons and polce
clash’ (August 28) haghbights
wuncontrolied Bengal Public cutrage
was waiting for outhet to express
anger over the young doctor's
horribe rape and mairder

The € hief Minister had heriel
marched o streets in this epode
Hully konwing befonehand tha the
entine nation, not just Bengal is

i lonol
will surely ghve time and space to
review and revisit, i need be, any
[

W point. Mamata
Ihnncllﬂ‘ s lowt public support
and particulasky youth across the
country i hurios

55860, Anna Sala, C

The previcus Sandethichal rape

cates invohing TMC leaders, the

violent Agsembly, Lok Sabha and

even panchayat elections, lack of
. h

and honouring the loyalty of the
existing shareholders towards the
company and not diluting the equity
base of the company,

- g
part of Bengal, all wm up the pubilic
weathwith feroc ity

Masnats Banerjee's government is
Tast hosing its crediblity,

Vimod Johri

Bt lary in processing
the rights apphication i a stumbing
lock, 40 Ompanies now are keen on
makingallotment to qualiied
Itibutiond o ralse funds

Bt inthe larger interest of the

11T I L1 Pt Nk, Lo Viar, Greabiee Wosla DR, Cutamm o Nagr, U9 201 Bk, o bl of THO PUBLESHING PVT, LTO. Chernal 400000, [$10r Raghurir Srinkritan ([er reiposible lor sebertion of rews usdhes the PR Act),

[ 3

@

«+ D

o Dol shareholders, procedural delays
it i invoidebd ard flesible nodimd
iy hareheld st be adapted in rights fsues
!pfum‘\"lmhhlwlmnl (August  Facilating promoters Lo renounde
28, arights. ting hesr Fights infavous of strategic
shareholders,a they getsharesata  ivestors inrights isuewil ease the
.
¥
voting rights. It i akio the quickest R Hagarajan
ethod of Fasing sddtional Capital  Lasiaw
BN - T
ao @0 o
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Makeover for ration shops

Jan Poshan Kendras can work with micro-planning

—
Kushankur Day
Jay Kumar Thakur

he Centre recently
I launched a pilot project to
transform 60 Fair Price
Shops (FPS) in four States into
Jan Poshan Kendras (JPKs) or

nutrition hubs. Per the definition
of JPKs, FPS must stock at least

ul\ym.nmll!wmnu g
products can be household items.
While JPKs aim to reduce
hunger and malnutrition, the
selection criteria and modus
operandi of JPKs remain unclear.

RATION SHOPS SELECTION
First, ration shops area critical
midstream actor in the food
security ecosystem as they
perform storage, sales and
distribution of essential
commaodities.

So, transparency and
operational efficiency are
important criteria of FPS
selection for Jan Poshan Kendras,
se include arca and
beneficiaries’ coverage, sales of
essential commodit d
TrARSACTRON receipl given to
bencficiarics, proper weight
measures and stock declaration,
zero leakage or diversion of PDS
foodgrains to the open market,

Second, FPS's creditworthiness

IFPS owmership Number
Proprigtersbip 294568
Cooperatives 62595
Panchayat driven 9,654
‘Wamen SHis (seciety) Pk
Others 91848
Total 505,517

Towree: WA gertal, Rt 13, T

Maharashira have the maxinum
number of active cPoS-cnabled
FPS. S0, the concentration of
JPKs could be more in these three
States followed by States/UTs
lagging in the nutrition security
index.

FPS turned JPKs must stock
PDS and non-PDS food items to
improve their incomes, while
profit realisation comes from
price markups on sales volumes of
non- Pn‘:mmmodlllcs So,

[mmsotlmnglud:ntnbulmn is

wital for FPS's makeover wo JPKs,
The National Institute of

Entreprencurshipand Small

B 5 DL"\Lloment =hou|d

think -bl .7

Regulating Al is a challenge

GAMUT OF ISSUES. India does not have a legislative framework to regulate Al. The Digital India Bill may include this aspect

[ »)

| v

SATISH CHANDRA

ne thing is clear, the rising
need forasoft law or
finding a midsdle-
regulating Artificial
Intelligence (Al) is
InIndia, all eyes are

¥ petronics and
Information Technology (MeitY). When
MeitY amended its advisory on the use
of Aland Generative Al technologies in
March 2024, it shifted the onus ¢
keeping it safe and above board on the
companies using Al and the digital
platforms, The rule requiring the
gowernment’s prior permission before
deploying such technologies, mandated
in December 2023, was removed.

And in carly August, MeitY said that
the government will legislate on Alif
necessary, to ensure it does not cause
harm. lesc are signsul‘a gnwrnmunt

that |~u\0|\1:\g erld]\ :md also
promises to bea job ereator. Clearly, the
gcl\unlm nt docs not want to shackle

-d FIPS streng
ply chain management,
while Small Industries
Development Bank of India can
provide short- and long-run credit
requirements to select JPKs,
Delivery commitments,
llqu:dm eeds, J!ullrans:clmn

and repay

abilivy

considering FPS's wol
maonthly sales of essential
commadities (tumaover), and
incomes and expenses,

Third, the ownership structure
alsoinfluences the selection for
JPKs. The lion’s share of
heeld by individuals (58 per cent),
followed by others (18 per cent)
and cooperative socicties (16 per
cent) (see Table).

The ownership structure
affects transparency in ration
shop operations, including
commadity-wise records, list of
beneficiaries, availability of stock
registerand register of sales.
Cooperative societies and
women-run SHGs may be
selected to rolling out the JPEs
project for their collective
decision-making in governance
and management.

Fourth, FPS's digital
infrastructure and
geo-referencing influence FPS
selection for JPKs, There are 5.20
lakhs FPSin 771 districts, of
which 2.27 lakhs are G1S mapped,
and 4.88 lakhs are equipped with
elPoS (electronic point of sales),
Bihar, Urtar Pradesh, and

thehindubu

ot FPS's
efficiencyand pmnla Q:! the
(state) government can increase
commissions to FPS for selling
PDS commaodities and reduce the
rurnaround time from invoice
generation tobilling,

t promises o create jobs,
b [uu it luﬁ taken off. At the same time,
it needs to endure it remaing safe, For
instance, according toa report by
Nasscom on the ‘State of Data Science &
AlSkills in India’, the demand for ATand
data science professionals as risen
from 4. mlahhpmh--mmals\w of

proactive as it expects the Al revolution
in Indiavo be bigger than the IT
revolution and hopes to make India a
ghobal Al superpower. It has issued
advisorics and guidelines to promote
responsible Al development. But are
these enough togovern India's growing
digital landscape?

Considering the far-reaching impact

August 2022) to over
2024,

I)ﬂ

led and codified rules an:l
i use of Al tech: i

Al d to have, urgent action will

be key. 1'hcn~ should be widespread

consultation, not just m:h:]w uulmstn
cic

vaubl needed soon, with the additional
challenge to ensure these do not become
obsolete qull Kly. Any regulatory

Al will need to ensure

Third, the (state) g
can empanel some vendors 1o
supply vitamins and minerals
pre-mixture and bio-fortified
Food lrems 1o select FPS,

Fourth, quality checks of
nutritive items must adhere o the
quality manual handbook.
NABL-accredited labs must
perform assaying of FPS stocks at
regular interval:

The digital qual
management system should be in
place and interoperable with the
Mera Ration 2.0ap)

must help migrant workers
formal sector employees buy their
rations and household items from
JPKs.

To sumugp, the frequency of
purchase S and non-PDS
beneficiaries determines the
forune of this ambitious project.

Dy 5 b facuslty meemiber, and Jay s b docrond
schotar at I Lucknaw. Views expressed are
personul

inessline.
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Govt favours consolid:

ion in banks: Chidamb

The Government is in favour of consolidation in the Indian :mk.n,. industry
and is. of the view that it will enable bariks to achieve ‘world-class’ status,
according to the Finance Manister, Mr P Chidambaram. “Consolidation alone

will give banks the muscle, size and seale 1o act like worldclass banks

he said

ONGC may set up trust for transportation fuels retailing

Ol and Natwral Gas Corporation (ONGC) is oo
ans for transportation fuets. In the trust, ONGC

operate its retaling opera

idering setting up of a trust to

plans to hold 50 per cent, with the rest being held by individuals and company
employees. The ol and gas exploration major sees this a5 a solution to
owvercome the hurdle posed by the Petroleumn Ministry.

Dhunseri plans to remove Lodhas

The remon

Lodha & Co of Mr Rajendra Singh Lodha s the statutory

auditor of some listed companies is extending beyond the ambit of Birka units
The Kolkata-based Dhunseri Group i considering replacing Lodha & Co as the

ethical use, trans parency, privacy
protection, risk mitigation around bias
(incorrect or misleading data), security
and discrimination. To add vo the
complication, Al as a technology affects
almost all sectors of the economy and
evenlife, and therefore regulation may
evolve from any of these areas,

India, at present, does not havea
legislative framework to expressly
regulate AL While the government may
include this in the much-awaited Digital
India Bill which would replace the I'T Act
2000, noone is sure how itwill shapeup,
Tovits credit, the Meit¥ hasbeen

students, teachers, legal luminaries and
consumer bodies, who will have little say
on how Al will operate but will be
affected by the developments all the
same. That said, India has tried o be in
stepwith the rest of the world.
lead chair of the Global Partnership on
Antifical Intelligence (GPAL) for 2024,

Globally, countries have
adopted varied
approaches to Al
regulation. The US has
taken a balanced approach,
with a focus on both
innovation and safety

India hosted the GPAI Summitin
December 2023, All 29
member-countries adopted the 1
“declaration” towork towards safeand
trustworthy Al, prevent

misinformation, unemployment, lack of
transparency and fairness, and
protection of intellectual property,
among others.

VARIOUS STEPS TAKEN

A few years back, various initial steps
were taken in this domain, including the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) recommendations issued in July
2023 for responsible adoption of Al
within the telecom sector. The Indian
Council of Medical Research published
guidelines, while the government also
established the National Educational
Technelogy Foruam o facilivate the
integration of technology, including Al,
with teaching. In fact, the Reserve Hank
of India and Burcau of Indian Standards
are also working on framing rulesand
standards for Al and Machine Learning
technologies.

Even as Indian authorities dabble
with multiple ways 1o regulate the digital
landscape, there seems to be no

2 Nl approach. Globally,
countries have adopted varied

approaches to Al regulation. The US has
taken abalanced approach, witha focus
onboth innovation and safety, with the
administration issuing executive orders
tomanage Al risks, protect privacy, and
advance equity. On the other hand, the
EU — with the introduction of the Al
Act — has taken a more comprehensive
approach to regulating Al China's Al
regulations are stringent, which include
ethics guidelines and data protection
laws,
Back home, IndiaAl was MeitY's
umbrella programme to drive
convergence across multiple
I-level initiatives to catalyse the
Al innovation ccosystem. The first
edition of IndiaAl report, released in
October 2023, states that Al ls expected
taadd $967 billion to the Indian
m:nnm\-h\-m.ﬁ .ulhvm\-vmmun:
1-b

f.mlnnl 1g learning to boost :lu.-:hpul
landscape, aconduci rgulatory
framework is impe o ensure
orderly growth of the industry, where
the Al-led tools are governed through
checks and balances

The writer is sformer Jdge of the Allshabad High
Coure, and former Directer {Addickonal Lyw Offcer)
with the Law Comemission of India

Getting men to shoulder the responsibility of birth control

Sathya Saran
5 the birth control pill enters the
A 65th year of its existence, it may
find itself being gifted an unex-

pected partner — Male Contraceptive
Pill. For decades women have borne the
burden of birth control.

Totheir share has been the burden of
recurrent spending on oral contracep-
tion, the possible hormonal side effects;
or alternately, the wearing of an IUD
causing possible discomfort in rare
cases, of going through an abortion in
«case of lack of contraception or contra-
ceptive failure.

Even when the male has taken re-
sponsibility for contraception, the fear
of an unwanted pi ncy never really
vanishes, given the high failure rate of
16 per cent, in condom use, And vasec-
tomy, much more a simplificd
procedure now than earlier, remains
the informed, irreversible choice of a
few,

NEW RESEARCH

However, advances in the results of the
controlled tests that are being carried
out in America where the Male Pill has

been conceived (pun intended) are in-
dicative of a time when women can
breathe easier and stop vmrn-im; about
warys to aveid getting r

The non-hormonal M:It P||I aims at
temporarily reducing or halting the
production of sperm; and, according to
pre-clinical trials, “the researchers are
not seeing the kind of mood swings and
depression that women can experience
with birth control pills.”

far so goosd. But there's more,
news to share all around. g

Alsoat research and trial stage isa gel
that acts as a contraceptive for male
use.

Simpler than the Pill, it consists of a
el that can be rubbed into the man's
shoulders every moming, and results in
stopping the production of sperm in the
testes. The formulation is a result of
work that has been underway since
2005 at the National Institutes of
Health in America, under the Contra-
ceptive Development Programme.

In a presentation made by Dr. Diana
Blithe, chief of the Contraceptive De-
velopment Programme, at the annual
meeting of the Endrocine Society held

CONTRACEPTION. The male
Factormsocmans

im Boston in June, she added that the
results of recent tests conducted on 300
« es indicated to the rescarchers
that, ‘they think they have got it right.!

MAGIC GEL?

Advantages of the gel include the fact
that it is casy to adapt it as part of the
daily routine, as a step to be added after

brushing the veeth or showering.

More important: missinga day or two
is not as risky as when a woman mlascs
her dai , as onee §
s fully sloppt‘d. it takes a few weeks to
FeStart.

Also heartening is the fact that many
men who were part of the test went
back vo become fathers, proving the gel
is fully reversible.

The request from some male subjects

to continue with the gel for a second

span of time, proves that the chances of
nce are hi

However, one must wait still for this

t to get the required rovals
pm In\om\g: mnmmlc rrallnll‘?llup\
[ull)l theidea can trigger researchin our
own country and bear safe and depend-
able results.

Getting the Indian male to literally
shouldwLhenspﬂmhili:ynfbinh;‘m
trol will be the next vital stey
happy ‘side effect’ that was noted in \h=
triaks of the gel that using it increased li-
bido, might be a persuasive aspect in
that effore.

The writer i a Coeriukting Eitr with Pengan ladia

statutory auditors fior its two companies, Dhunseri Tea & Industries Led and
South Asian Petrachem Ltd, with Lovelock & Lewes.

® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2514

EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

1. Prospect, view (5) 1. Piece of gymnasiem

4 Medscal examination equipment (8-5)

(5-2) 2. Sorowdul (3)

B. One studying for first 3. Apprehend by

degree (13) begal autharity (6)

10, Track of hunted 4 Root vegetable (6)
5. Bear, put up with (&)

11. Snatches; pinches (4) 6. Worn out, exhausted (3)

12. Poke with stick (4) 7

16. List of contents (5)

17. A bringing back

to life {13)

19, Final stages in 14, bnform, recomme

playing chess (7) 15, Still evisting ()

30, Fragrant herb (5) 18, Wery cold (3)

DOWN ACROSS

1. The view of value added tax is different (5)

4. Medical once-over for physical education?
Chuck it! (5-2)

B. Lini student gives rude guard a net to throw (13)
10. Animaal track to the South is

of indifferent guality (5)

11, Pinches drinks of spirits (4)

12. Push stick at one coming back from

village in S Africa (4)

16. First finger to put at back of book? (5)

17. Revival of curse: it is not a defferent form (13)

DOWN
1. Gym equipment
warked out for (8-5)
2 Unhappy to have said one was left out (3)
3. Pinch cne rig a period of retxation (6)
4. Encouragement for donkey or cart it smashes up (6)
5. Last it out with the East under difficulties. (6)
& Tired gut, Drake twisted neck like this ()
7. It outweighs homewark on creed,
an adustment being needed (13)
9. Kept under by the newspapers in dope riot (%)
13. Foul air Mother aims to dispel (&)
14 Ghve counsel rent ideas abaut farst victirn (6)
d (6) one fewer alernative (7) 15. Is still existing as navigation instrument
20, 1t sounds kke the hour for it with top removed (6)
to/be flavoursame () 18. Veery chilly starts in central Yukon (3)

or things value is

animal {5}

Outweighing quanitity,
nfluence (13)
9. Treated with tyrannical crueky (3)

13, Unwheolesome exhalation (6) 19. Final moves at chess gained me

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2513

ACROSS 1. Pater 4 Transom 8. Permanent 9. Pod 10, Reflect 12, Bloc 14, Starter 17, Hour 18 Drastic 200 Urn 21, Prosecute 23, Expense 24, Treat

DOWM 1. Paper the house 2. Tasiff 3. Reagents 4, Tie 5. Asti 6. Supply 7. Medicine chest 11, Tired 13. Diecadent 15. Turnip 16, Attune 19. Spin 22 Owe




