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Weaponisin
tariff to trade

Donald Trump's announcements suggest that
global trade is set to see a major upheaval

nited States (US) President-elect Donald

Trump has announced that he will impose

tariffs on countries beyond China on his first

day in office. The listincludes the northermn
and southern neighbours of the US, Canada and
Mexico. This is a list that will only become longer
during the Trump presidency.

To be sure, the US using tariffs and reneging on its
policy of promoting free trade in the world came into
vogue during the first Tramp presidency itself. And
the idea came to enjoy bipartisan appeal with even
the Joe Biden administration using tariffs against
China. Its appeal has also transcended the Atantic
with European countries — although there are
tactical dissenters here — also raising tariffs on
Chinese imports such as electrical vehicles.

Trump is only seeking an escalation of this policy in
his second term. What makes it even more potent is
that Trump intends to use tariffs not just to seek a
rebalancing of trade but also achieve objectives
beyond trade such as curbing illegal migration and
drug trade. Things like illegal migration, while widely
condemned, are eritical in labour markets such as in
American agriculture and a severe crackdown could
hurt constituencies that helped Trump's political
resurrectior,

How will all this change the world? Uncertainty
‘will be the biggest byproduct. Trump and his advisors
have been explicit in stating that tariffs will be the
proverbial dog on the leash when the US negotiates
‘with other countries. Its presence itself, even when it
is not unbeashed, will work to the US's advantage,
they claim. Such an approach from the world's
largest economy will only hasten the demise of an
already bedridden multilateral trading order. Also,
the Trump administration might end up drawing and
redrawing tariffs as companies move borders to skip
‘them. This will worsen policy uncertainty especially
vis-a-vis long-term investment decisions.

Inthe rest of the world, not everyone will be
affected equally. Countries that can offera quid pro
quotothe USwill manage todo better in this bargain
than the ones that cannot. Remember Trump's
Harley Davidson-for-Indian-mangoes pitch? The US's
strategic partners in the Indo-Pacific — this includes
India — may hope to bargain better than its historical
allies across the Atlantic. Still, these potential upsides
aside, everyone including India will have to work with
‘what will be a more transactional and mercantilist
‘White House. Global trade, as we have known itin the
last three decades, will not be the same.

Poll-loss assessment
must spare the EVM

he default response these days of a section of the

Oppaosition, especially the Congress party, when

it loses an election is to question the electronic
voting machine (EVM). It has been no different after
the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) lost the Maharashtra
elections. Just as it did when the Haryana results did
not match its expectations, the Congress has gone on
the offensive against EVMs after the Maharashtra
polls, MVA partner Nationalist Congress Party
(Sharadchandra Pawar) has supported the demand to
revive paper ballots. Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge, at a function to mark 75 years of the
Constitution, hinted at the party launching a campaign
against EVMs.

Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court's
observations while disposing of a plea that raised
doubts about the sanctity of the electoral process and
the EVMs Tuesday are pertinent. The judges pointed
out that the process and EVMSs are questioned by a
party only when it loses. In April this year, the apex
«court dismissed a challenge to the use of EVMs and
described the demand as “unsound”, 1t had then — and
rightly so — viewed the introduction of EVMs asan
electoral reform that improved the sanctity of the
process by ending malpractices such as booth
capturing. The Court had also expressed satisfaction
with the Election Commission of India’s submissions
regarding the tamper-proof features of the machines.

The bafflement of political parties when the verdict
goesagainst them ks understandable. Voters seem to
exercise their franchise with great sophistication: For
instance, we have repeatedly seen the electorate in
many states voting for different parties in the Lok
Sabha and assembly polls even when elections are held
simultaneousty. [t may well be time for the Congressto
abandon its rhetoric on EVM manipulation and reflect
o the political reasons causing itselectoral defeats.

Military lessons from
the stand-off on LAC

India must work towards
rebuilding deterrence
against China’s military
coercion

n October 21, India's
foreign  secretary
announded that diplo-
mnathe and ridlitary talks
T resulted in an agree-
ment on patrolling
arrangements along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), leading to dis-
engagement and a resolution of the
issues that had arisen in 2020, This
weaas Follower! by a series of high bevel
engagements over the kst month
between Prime Minister (PM) Naren-
dra Modi, Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping, and the foreign and defence
mifisters of Inclia and China.
Despite the steps iowards normal-
ising ties, the resons behind China's
incursions along the LAC in Eastern
Ladakh in 2020 rermain unclear. Vari-
ous explanations have been offered,
Some anribute the actiens o China's
concerns over Indla's acceler:
Infrastructure development near the

.
Others suggest that the People’s

and challenge India’s growing influ-

ence.

The easing of tensions along the
LAC has done little to address the
umndher]ying issues that led Lo the crisis.
Imfrastructure develogrment will con-
timue, the LAC will remain a contested
and unsettled boundary, and the
broader strategic rivalry between the
v o ks unlikely 1o abate, Even
a5 dliplomacy mow Takes cemlre sage,
the military lessons from the four-
year standofl must inform Indias
strategy for managing the LAC, an
area where China could
emplay military coercion in
the Futur

The first lesson is to
improve the capability of
Intelligence analysis signifi-

enhancing dma quality, leveraging

advanced tools, and Fostering a cul-

‘ture of collaboration between differ-
ot agencics

The second lesson is that the mili-

¢ st prepare a series of contin-

gencles to deal with the PLA 'sactions

g small numibers of troops 1o miki-
e incursions like the one that
oceurred in 2020. They must cover
both defensive and olfensive sctions.
In response to Chincse actions,
India’s eccupation of the
Kailnsh range in August
2020 was the trigger that
forced China 1o come to the
negotiating table and led o
the withdrawal of their
h Bank

TENK! B

thedCs p

the PLA army lacked experience in
fighting in high-altitude arcas.

and credibility

2020 exposed a weakening of Indiss
deterrent posture, creating condisons

that emboldened China to consider

cantly, In Jamuary 2020, the [y I | troop he B ture it '[.l\('hbﬁ uslngmlllm?' force,

Global Times reported that Singh of Pangong Tsa. lights a ifi Stralegy

the PLA had started major Interviews of senior  strenghening urmm\ﬁwhlm N-su on three eritical pillars, often
Hooda called the 3Cs

military exereises in Tibet.
Thete were media reports =
that Indian imtefligence offi
cials had informed the Army aboat
hundreds of Chinese military vehicles
meving northward from areas oppo-
site Demchok in mid-April. Desple
this information, the PLA achieved a
strategic surprise.

It Is important 1w understand L'In'

b

Liberation Army (PL
unsetiled nstire of the LAC 1o enfiece
its territorial claims, Some experts
wihew the incursions as a signal From
Befjing to New Delhi toavoid aligning
tma closely with the United States in
its China-containment agenda,

tween
intelgence. Information is raw dau
that eould enhance general sware-
ness but lacks context or nelevance,
Om the other hamd, intelligence s ana-
lysed and interpreted insights that
give a clear picture of the intentions,

Indian Army officers indi-
cate that planning for the
Kailash operation com-

menced after the Galwan incident of

June 2020, I contingency plans had
already been in place, a guld pro guo
operation coubd have been quickly
mounted, and perhaps, there would
ot have been a need for the some-
what ad-hoc response ot Galwan.
The third lesson is that the [ndian
military should review some of the
pre- 2000 assurmplions about the com-
parstive warfighting copabdities of the
two sides in case of o conflict along the
TAC. For examiple, two asumpions
were that the Indian Air Force had o

New rurmways have been co
hardened shelters have been built
and air defence systems have been
deployed extensively.

Over the past five years, the FPLA
has gained valuable experience in
high-altiude operations through the
continuous deployment of regular

— capability, commiuni-
cation, and credi hlllry
Whi

itary capabili-
tics is vital, it Isuquﬂly c:su:rlm for
India to clearly define and effectively

communicate it red lines 1o China's
leadership. To estabilish credibility,
Indlia must consistently demonsirase
its 1 and resolve, ensuring

troops and the [ modern
equipment like Type 15 light tanks,
PL-R sell-propelled howitzers, and
L0 attack helicopters. These steps
will sl ress some of its existing mili-
tary vulnerabilities.

The final lesson is that India must
work towards rebuilding deterrence
against China's military coercion

that any bresch of these red lines is
met with a decisive and visible
Fespoise.

Lientenant Gereral (retbred) Davpmdra
Sirghy Foocka ix the co-fowuder of the
Coriarved] for Strategic anid Defetaor
Tesvarch ant a sersior feffow et the Dedhi

China's actions are alio seen asan

India must work to strengihen its

signilicant edge over the PLA air foree

attempt 10 assert reglonal d Intedl

amalysis v by Imalr

Tibet and that

along the LAC, | mention the word
“rebulld” because the PLA's actions in

Policy Group, Theviews expressed are
peramal

Democratic Party needs to
take a citizen-centric path

chs after a devastating dectoral

defeat. the Democratic Party finds

itsellin a period of serious intro-

apection. With Kamala Harris's

historic candidacy ending ina loss, the blame

game has been relentless, both within the pary

and among media pundits. While the shock

does not rival thee seismic palitical upsat of 2006

when Donald Trump defeated Hillary Clnton,

[Hnrrie's boss &1l stings decply, a8 it represents

a broader reckoning for the Democratic Pamy
natomwide.

Unlike 2006, when many were blindsided,

this year's chection outcome wis less of a sur-

pds.e The pullswtn um:mmmlalﬁws

Ilwimpanui lllqgul I.mmlgmnls comumitting
crime comima
nlllm N
Winning buck young voters Another factor in
the Democratic defeat was the loss of support
among young volers. Harrls won the majority
of voters under 30— but only by six peroentage
points compared to Biden's 24 points win
against Trump in 2020, The reduced support
armong these voers can be attributed woa num-
berof factors, Two prinsrny ones are: Insccurity
about their personal fubure and the future of the
USasacountry. and an effective social modia
cammpaign by Trumpand the Republican Party

i forecast T keely winmer. 10 LI VOlers.
|he|.as Illermll.lsdulmmdamhrhg blow. In
bt the: Ihlsl:len‘loul:ydr_m:'Dunocmu:Parqm
wear apolticl  charac

rifecta — Mipploeg the Senate and m.aullng
thefr Housemajority hased upon the congres-
slonal races decided 1o date. This
complele control over te executive
and leglslative branches —combnod
with a conservative majority in the
Supreme Court—has Jeft many Dern-
ocrats anxious about um:lmrlonl
Republican power.

In the aftermath of the election,
Democrats must shift thelr focus
from despair and ansxdety to assess-

Frank F
Islam

and radical .'u.ﬂlds!sT‘ms wa.smlbk-duelu
policies. practices or proposals put forward by

Democrats over the past several years
on kssues such as prioritksing treat-
ment for illegal immigrants, the
homeless, and transgender individu-
als. This menans that the Democrats
st grapple with the perception of
being out of touch with what issues
matter most o the magority of Amerk
«cans and/or where Americans stand

om those issucs,

nentand then action. American poli-
Ties aperates in two-year cycles, with opportu-
nithes for renewal 11»‘3}*. on the horfzon. The
next congressional dhections are bess than wo
years away, and a majority iin the US House of
Representitives remains within rewch, given
the smsall margin Republicans will hold there,
However, for Democrats to win the House
ack. learming lessons from this boss are critical.
In 2005, the party regrouped and leveraged
Trump's polarising presidency 1o budld
Tor thee 201
decisive House majority. Similarly, the pary
musl ilentify the reasons for the loss of the
prosidentisl race and use them o develop a
oo map for revitalsation of the party nation-
ally. An initial analysis of the available datn
indicates that the key arcas of focus for that
rond map should include:

dmmemhemmm ullmmu: ino nl.ﬂll‘

yhad a
I.I'l'l'll:l.l[il‘dlhrlll‘l thiselection. The New York
Times reports that counties with the largest
Demecratic victories in 2020 cast 19 million
e vedes for Biden in 2020 than they did for
Harris in 2024. By comparison. the counties
with the biggest Republican victories turmed
out 12 maillion more votes for Trump this year
han in 2020, Varkous polls before the elections
showed the Republicans were miuch mare

the Desnocea

Thase polls proved o be true.

To suim it up. the Democrathe Party has con-
siderable work o do Inorder wo reposition and
revitalise ftaclfas a winner in a presidential clec-
tion. D the Amer
this can bean |mum:d]mxm bq:mua,

lheDmmaﬂchnyhsm the party of the:

with the US!
the mid-serm {'lr:cmnﬁ "I'Iles'omm map is not

working
and in lower- nu.mm I this election, the

[cnll:mlhcmlm‘lsmlﬂmmdhvlm for
individusts; dlnuivcmrshtluvdlgmc
gains of the American coonomy writ large.
Winning back rﬂlﬂﬂmitmsﬂtuﬂwfﬁ The:
Democratic Party has akso been the party for
minoeities such as Blacks, Hispanics, and peo-
pleofcolour. Unil Loo late bn this election ycle,
these groups were aken for granted. As o

with structural

disadvantages Kkely delaying any realistic
chmwdmiainmamniorwmull!ﬂ'x
The House. on the ather hand, presents a
more immediate opportunity. A shift of justa
fiew peroen e points in key districs could ip
control back to the Democrats in 2026,
While the election results were a clear

ISRAEL KATZ
<

We intend to make every effort

to create the cond

ms fora

new hostage exchange and

1Z ey
the ult

HT

ate goal

ryone home — tl

Disability inclusion needs
systemic shift, not saviours

and most recently, Srikanth, has

aingtream Hindi cinens, with mov-
Mics like Toare Zaneen Par, Black,
brought attention to the lives of

about empowering chiklren within enviren-
macits that respect and accommedate theie
unigue needs.

Indin’s Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Acs. 2015 and National Education Palicy, 2120

children with lllsnhll!x‘s r:nrn)’ma Ilv.-u-

undoubtedly munmmmq often rely
on the “mirache teacher” trope —a herok flg-
ure who single-handedly transforms a child's
lifie. This portrayal. while cenotionally impact-
ful, rigks mmpﬁlﬂnzlrlr reality that inch-
shrmmcsnm depends on collective, sysiemic
suppart from educators, administrators, Fami-
lies, and policymakers. In Tagre Zameen Par,
the world of 4 young boy who strugghes with
dyskexda is transformed when his an teacher
“unbocks” his potential through empathy and

one

reflect this ive model,
traviming forall ieachers, regular and special, ©
aldress the diverse needs of children withdis-
ahilitics, Many stabes now emphasise shared
mwrmbﬂli) among regular teachers and
specil educators, underscoring hat inclusion
is A group

Beyond the educaiars, Inclusive ecucation
allso requires accessible infrastructure, tadlored
curricula, reasonabie accommodations, and
assistive technologies. These elements wurl:
together o cr

caring tescher can reverse yoars of meglect.
Black similarly Follows the story ola
gir] wiith visual and b g (mpalr-
ments, igain someons whose life is
transformed by her tencher. While
their bond is heariwarming, the
teinchver s portrayed as the singular
foree behind the girTs growth, leav-
ing; out the brosder support that trse
inclusive education demands,
Srikanth, a recent biopic, tells the
story of a boy with a visual impalir-
ment who finds success with the help of a
devoted beacher. The film highlights the obsta-
ches he faces in an education system that
resists accommodating his disability, but its
resoiution relies on the success of ane indisid-
Inst all odds with the ald of a teacher
who believes in him when no onc dse docs,
Despite the rising representation of disabiitles
in Bollywood, films ravely challenge the sys-

Fepublican victory, the ns underscore
how competitive the race truly was, For uly femic barriers impacting children. locusing
192 Flepubi " L iy

date wor Le popular vide. Yet, the overnll poge

result many of thase volers
— decided 10 vote for Trump. Thry did sa in
ol hi but b

ular Just L4%. and Fewer than
N'\Mvuln across I\:nm;lvnnl-l. Michigan,

THE DEMOCRATS MUST
GRAPPLE WITHTHE
PERCEPTION OF BEING OUT
OF TOUCH WITH WHAT
ISSUES MATTER MOST TO
THE MAJORITY OF
AMERICANS OR WHERE

: NS STAND ON
SUES

coubd huve swung the presi-
r!mmr Lo Harris. That sliver of difference —
0.157% of the total 1561 million vates cust =

been knocked down but it has not been
kencked out. IF the party chans a citizen-centric
path forward based u Dr(m listening and
responding to the needs of the peoplie it will get
back up and be positioned for sucoess in 2026
and 2028,

Frarek F Isdaem & am eatrepreneur, chic loder, arud
thosight lender bused i Washington DE. The views
expressed are persanal

one“mirachk” fgure.

Though inspirational. these narratives ane
averty simplistic. Thiey sugiest that the solution
ducntional PR —
intervention ruther than in o sustained colloc
tive approach. By framing one wacher as the
agent of change, the myth that children with
disabilities mnnnryﬂmr thirough rare. heroie
efforts rather than through comprehensive,

inclusive sysems gets ren|

The “miracle teacher” trope is part of a
larger trend in disability-rebated films that
position a saviour figure swooping in o ~fix”
aproblem. It risks reinforcing the notion that
chilldren with disabilities are passive recdpi-
entsof help rather than active particlpants in
thelr own education. This portrayal neglects
the reality that genuine inclusive education ks

Sagarika
Parab

bt thrive. Sand our nar-
rathves valorise individual resilience and gioss
over the sysiembe efforts required for
sustainablechange.

Narrutives that feature |:I|lldm|
with disnbilitics s empowercd incli-
viduah —supporied bya Jn:lwu'kul'
teachers. families, and schools — will
better capture India’s curment educa-
tomal landscape. When children are
depicied as active participants,
rather than passive recipients, the
marrative alkgns with the true spirit
of inchasive education. This shift could edu-
cate andiences, encouraging society to soe
inchasive education as o shared responsibility
rather than a challenge for a single teacher.

Tio meaningfully contriberte o the Inclusive
education movement, mainstream cinema
must move beyond the saviour trope and
rmhm:ra more nuanced portrayal thw
inclush
in |
cial educators, regular teachers, and school
asdministrators working in harmony. For
instance, Taare Zameen Por hints ot this idea
towards the end. as the schood collectively
supports the dyslexic yourg artist, highligh-
ing the impartance of sccommodation and
teamwork,

As society’s understandiing of inclusive e
cation , cinema has the potential to

5 True prog)

inspire further change by portraying i socu-
rately. By moving away from oversimplified
marratives, moviescan highlight the collective

efforts ofeducators, administrators. and poli-
cymekers tocreste schools that truly welcome
chilldren with dissbilities.

Sagartiea Parab s research feflow {Disabibiny
Inchusion and Ascess). Vidhi Centre for Legal
Pulicy. The views expressed are personal
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FRANCESCA MARI

ast October, Christing Assl, a
28year-old photojeumalist for
Agence France-Presse, took
a selfie against the sunset and

‘hatsApped it to her mother,
Tecareful"her mother replicd,

Al aned some colleagues had driven o
the border in southern Lebanon o eover
artilleryclashes between Isrel and Hexbol-
lnh, Weearing protective helmets and blue
Tk jacluts thatsald PRI inlarge white
Teteers, they setuponan exposed hill o good
;Isl:lnm n\nyl'nlmlhusnkmnhmuh il

buzzed over head, Sud-
denly, a:ul:kllnﬂhh\uknﬂ::ncn toAssi's
position, Killing her friend and colleague
lssarn Abdallah, “year-old videogra:
pher lor Reseers, The foree of the impact
shammied Assi into the dirt and pelied her
with shrapmel,

“What happened ™ dwe sereamed. “What
happened? ] ean't feel mylege” Nearly all of
herrightealfand half of herbefrealf had been
Blown off. Within a minute, another shell
struck the Al Jezeera car, and it erupted in
sy, billowing lames.

By the time Asslarvived ot the American
Universiiy of Belrut Medical Centre, 1 was
past midnighe, and doctors assessed her
chance of survival at 50 percent.

Fualy Hincleloed, the university's head of vas-
mhlrwtry.mnhnn:lunpaim;tnlcin{d e

=

vessels, hulMillml‘ilﬂlenlhr\'lmluk.:tph
med

thevessels inlled, The reason becameclear:
Microbes were feasting on Assi’s necrotic
Mesh, Despive aggressive debridement —
daily surgeal scrapings of her wounds o
elean out the infection — and expensive
mudications, :hc :Iwn in Inr qu p.m,wd
atthectges. Th

PANORAMA

Researchers are trying to understand why resistant pathogens are so prevalent in the
war-torn nations of the Middle East. As wealthier countries bomb poorer ones, devastating
essential infrastructure, they have created social conditions that foster antibiotic resistance

Alswwddmummllllmwm uomuhmrmweaw City. Lllnemam Iragi hospitals, the facility suffers

Modernwarfareis breeding
deadlysuperbugs. Why?

rest of the population, the university's im-
mm::lu;u:a Began isolating all Iragi mﬂ
(Uil

porssille culpri
wim

bee testedd for “AMIL” antimicrobial-resist

riaandafh ant pak Tacteria, fungl or viruses
-.u.‘.n' i kcm el Pessist Hiciti
merdicati I Assi'sinlie AbarSictah had assembled some re-

o, ‘unllul.alu-iusqn“nl!lnwmlghl
beyet another fungal pachogen at play.

Kanj presevibedasecond, very expensive
anafungal medscarion and sentaculture to
anAustrianlab, whichtwowecks latercon-
firmed her suspicion, fnding a rare strain
of Aspergillus Muvus. The decision 1o add
thwesecond medication probalily helped save
Assi's life. Bust nothing could save her right
N Shewas il inacomawhen the doctors
ol bver penrents that they would need w am-
putate it owing nottothe inkial trauma but
tis thie nggressive, drug-resistant infeetions
thatset in afterward.

By 2050, The Lancet predicis ihat anti-
iierobdnl resistance will kill .22 million

markabledata: roughly 70%od his patents
from Trag and almaost B0% from Syrin hod
infections that were resistant o multiple
drugs. What was driving this startling rise
inresistance?

Dewachi's first thought was sanctions.
Hee ha gorown up in Baghelad and did his
residency st Raghdad Hospital during the
devastating embargo that the United Na-
thons Security Councll placed on lrag in
19600, e it irvinchoe] Kiivnit, Thee sanctions
lasteed nearly 13 years, Baghdad Hospital,
anee the medical erown jewel of the Mid-
dle Enst, could no longer sequire deaning
supplies, surgical gloves, ventilators or
mediention, .||1:I the uunlu:yn{uu © erume

lie per year, more than th bercur
n nlb'klllmllwt|||m1'ﬂ||s|ny,u:m|u: |mdy
seprch suggiests that the 2st-contury
wary of warfare has becomse a major driver
of that spread, Narions of the Middle East
now suffer from particularly high raves of
multidnug:resistant pathogens, and some
e world's most fearsome superbugs
have incubated in the region Kltlmu ||J|

mh MRSA and perhaps most notably r\
Taumannil, a strain of Acinetobacter that
travedlesd Bome with LS soldiers

Humans are host to moee than o thou-
sand species of bacteria, including many of
the superbugs deemied critical threats by
the WHO. But they rarcly become patho:
senic in healtly people. War changes that.
|tilcprIWApmpIrur'l't")d.clwul waer ulll!
sanitary Iving conditor
bullets My, the resulting wounds Iam.ullt
perforated with shrapnel, debris and soll
teeming wich microbes, The injured and
vulnerable often wind up in dose and un-
cleanquarters that allow infection to fester
and spread.

As wealthier countries bomb poorer

s mnh-m.. often ('ullll!r‘ll i
recommended course, or thiey were foreed
k 1 tured with
lovwer concentratsons of active ingrodients
:hnn dmnn-d on their |.1th. The subopti-
butnotall,
incrensing the likelihood of resstance.

"This wies especially o problem when pa-
thents were housed in groups, Imlhq'wur

in I‘ aghdad Hospital. Infection spread

experts studylng war injuries,

Over the course of the weels, it really it
Tnorme for everyone that there wasn't ome
singgle cavse driving AMB, War created the
jperfect convergence, a toxic biosphere for
Uhe aceeleration of resistance,

Artheend of June, [ visited the labof An-
toine Abou Fuyad o the American Univer-
sity of Beirut, who joined the conflicemed-
icine rescarch growp in 2007, Since then,
the questions that Dewachi and Abu-Sitah
pased to him about | lsand AMR

Jone awry, A pharmaceutical company or
nonprofic will donate o big bach of an an-
bl than's e s exgiraion date — like
IMEFOPEIEN, 8 Very serious, inirvenous
carbapenem that shoubd be reserved as a
Last=resort medication. “They start to dis-
eribute it [ike bonbons, Everybodywill beon
merapenem, even if you're not sk, Abou
Fayad said, because everyone wants to use
thedrug before itexpives,
Inl('rm-el frlriving resistance, thi
st B

e becomse his major are of focus
Resistant bucteria are classified in three
ways, Abou Fuayad sald, approaching a
whiteboard and seribbling abbreviations:
mitlticlrug resistant (MDR), meaning resist-

everywhere inour bodies; |u|t|lﬂtnu1m~lm1
T pesdstanee, With the more sensitive bac
vt wiped out, there's nothing to leep the
resistant bacteria In eheck, allowing them
togain ground and uliimately enterthe en-

ant to at keast three classes of
extenaively drug resistant (XDR), meaning
resistont o all classes but two (generally
colistin and dgecyeline) and pan-drug re-
sistant (PDR), meaning they're basically
resistant o everything. Acinetobacters ac-
count for 20 percent of intenshe-care.
infections globally, aned almaost all of them

are pan-dnig resksant.
Abou Fayod rummaged around his lab
counters and |:Iud:cd out some large vials
ning bullets and shrapnel. Hedi

inhigher prog

“Wars can kill thousands, but bacteria
Kills millions," Osama Zubair Salman, the
technieal director of Baghdad Teaching
Huospital, ol me, Notonlyisbacterkadevel-
opingantimicrobial reststance much faster
tham humans pre hoplng antibloties, but
climatechange sexpanding thernge of re-
sistant pathogens, and globalisation males
spread inevitabie.

“The world is a small village.” he said.
"l'ln infection llm Thappens in [kllll can

et our actention to his lab'
tant, Aya Takeb, whowas

ting ||||l|‘u1|L‘ Into one such vml In wlh( h

ol
nncufmmy that the |).‘|I|II’H' .-\||r|} Im(l
i

Iy wwong, "
pre mised ar malnourished, Vaceines were
senrce and seldom prioritised. Pasent mor-
tality was high,

Abu-Sittah never lived in Irag, but he wit-
nessed the medical criss there s part of a
public-healthdelegation. A Palestinian borm
I Buwait, beemigrated w Britin in 196860
tvene medical sclool in Glasgow, Just aler
the: Perstan Gulf war, in 15691, he travelled
throughout Iragwith a Harvard seam stud-
i infant mortality and nueritonal stas
and saw I||'1lhand huw this nl>r:|||t'd Lk"m
warwithi
mwlﬂlnl b:rmhn mcans infrstructure
collapse — the decimation of electricity

ones, devastating essertind | ure,

plants, e AN water-trents

they have created the tragic social condi-
tions that foster anibiotic resistance, The
public-health fallout knows no borders
andeancarey on indelinitely, even afierthe
Tt ooy,
N:lll'ukudﬂml.l‘lumm\m Sittah,

ment plants. Mostinfant mostalicy wasdiar-
rhiwenl, cosed by urssanitary water: “If you
dismantle the health infrastructure of ur
hnl\ll{u._wumulmh'nllm'lt\wﬂlnﬂ bombs
couliverdo,” Abu-Sittal told me,

A Dewachi and Abu-Sitah continued

Oty
|k.~w|;-'.1r|m.'d nl.ux:mm'rlmn w:lmwwxl

lisciiss AMR, Abii-Sittah brought up a
possible ||||l\ hclwcul AMR and war that

ire —Chmar
i Irigl |,|||:hruuu|-;.lal v B
ctin —withamedical imystery that
I was observing In s cinke.

Many of hils pailenis were Iragls, AbaeSi-
tah explained. And a ‘lm‘tllllr number of

medicine, Aerlge. had not consid-
erd, Mmln-lmm.uu\'-u«%r abed b
ol how bombs hid changed.

Wair and thi toxic b
Dewachi and AbuSivah founded o con-

0 he could mldv rdeEm u[ their I:m't-:.
metalson bacteria,

Manyheavymetalsare namurallyantibac-
terial; copper, for example, is sometimes
useed to coat surfaces in operating rooms
for that reason, Abou Fayad and Tabeb be-
an wi 1 Acinetobacter control strain
thirt was sensitive vo ll antibiogics, Every
Few weehs, Toleb cubtunes an agar, 2 perr
dlish with nourishment, with the microbe
growing in the vial tosee how sensitive it is
toantibiotics.

The results won't be finalised o pecr-re-
viewed for another year, but what Abou
iy sniel B was witnessing was strilding.
The Acinesobacter wasabsorbing small par-
tiches of heavy metals and then developing
a e that constructid a pomg within tse
Bacteria — an e-fus pump— that evicust-
el the heavy mitals, Irkuumhm\qmmh
and ar
samie pump worked to expel antibiotics. In
other words, ihe inicrobewaslearming how
toflush out toxdng, Ane then it
It recipewith similar bacterin.

Many of the places thiv now need qual-
Iy ancilsotles are receving sham versions
thatarelessthan full serength. Abou Fayad
pullecd ot a bin of Syrian antibiotics, When
vested in the| Inb not oo thermn measured

n,}«lr 1||m“'r|x'rl'n'|.tth:'y
theyare uselessiftheyaren u“ilullll
||IIu|1I'n~wu1:| at the same time,”
efrare the war, 34% of Gazan b
ull\hadwslsemm bacteria in theirwater,
Nuw. warer-treatment and sewage-treat-
ment plants have been destroyed, with
supply reduced by 84 percent, Oxfam
ulwlmlc:(l that s systemarically
weaponised witer™ in Gaea; [sacl has also
mlnl'fLIl.'l‘hlIl i e tha
bl waste: mn'l incinerite
e, pouring back into the commundry.
Thousands of bodies are decaying under
more than 40 million tons of urban rubble,
with asbestos and heavy metals that cause
baicterial mutntion, Every time it rains, car
cassesand debrisleach invo the ground and
infibrite the groundvater. Mysterious skin
Infections e thiroaeh the populks-
o, Potio hos re-emerged forthe first time
i 25 wears and left o 10-montli-old baly
partially paralysed,

“Waterr currents in the Enst Mul-lum
e travel up from Alexandria past Gaza,”
Abu-Sartah sald, up "o Syria, tolreece, la-
Iy His posint: the infections of war et be
contained to war zones: “Everything that
veches the sea s godng to rench the Earth.”

“This Is the dark poetics of in." Dewachi
ol me, World War 11, he polated our, is
what gave the world penieillin, but now the
21st ceneury's brueal modes of conflict have

baoughe all cwr means of fighting infeetion
lm.hr.- breaking point. l'll:‘lll!wmjunau[

them were suffering from | funs that
stubbornly failed to heal. When civil war
broke out in Syrin, Abu-Sittah bwnn see-

Mlict-medicine researc attl

university, and in 2018, Dewachi nndmmc
randsed o research retrent for

ing Syrian patics

Tristorinns of science, an-

wete cven worse, | ¥

chinbeluns and pubdic-health

OUR PAGES & OF HISTORY

50 YEARS AGO: NOVEMBER 1974

Kabyini waters: Urs rebuls
TN charge

Bangalore, November 27

Karnasakn had righely impounded wiser
i thee Kbl reservole and e storage
wins meant for the current samimer
eraps, Chicd Minisor Dearnj Lirs okl
pressmen heve ody, The impouniding
T neither violvted the understnding

25 YEARS AGO: NOVEMBER 1999
BJP suspends Kalyar

oew Delni, Now 27
e IIPs central beadership, reacting
sty 1o the e
Farmer Uitar Pradesh C

Kalyan Singh agains Prime Minser Atal
hehiarh Vagpayee, vy suspeniled ihe
“aulking™ Stage keacler from the primary
membershipalthe party. Anexplana-

reached at the Chiet Ministers” confier Lhonn Dt il been sought from Mr Singh
enee, |lrhndi|l~vnmlmlmv.lk wilthin seven dags nfier which the BIP
i R, 2sbcron s high winill decicke lurthir
proecs, e Borore had boen expended conrse ol acthon which eould inchude his
" il il £ P was
s o thi Canvery water dispute. takens by the RIP parliamentary board.

the concent “Ifthey
SO0 milligrams, they're probably 104

18" Abou Fayad said,
Then ihere was the Issue of antiblotic
dumping, an exampbe of good intentions

licine, which
T bronngghit us toa grim possibiliey: Bormin
wir, antibiotics now risk becoming another
ofitscasunlties,
The New York Ti

7

For Indians, gold’s

till the standard

investment choice

l ast week, | oanended
a family wedding and
as struck by the sight

of the bride, resplendent
shimmering gold jewellery,
Curious, [ asked my cousin
how she managed (o buy such
o substantial collection, ¢
pecinlly when gokd price
rallying in recent times. The
answerwas, “Thanks toances-
tral inheritan

Indeed,

without  this
timehonoured wradition of
buying and passing gold across
generations, such abundance
ikgghe not have been possille,
Indinns’ enduring love affair
with gold spanscenturies. s
mare than an adornment; itls
wn integral part of rituals and
culture, Our ancestors, wisein
their foresight, recognised the
yellow meetal as both a protec-
vor during erises and a hedge
agadnst infla

Gold's impartance In India
extends beyond tradition, The
metal s Indispensable, with
wedding related consumption
alone aceounting for nearly
S0% af annual gold demand,
This unyielding cultural de-
mand for gold, coupled with
golel’s rolesa safe investment
o thebie over erises and protect
ourselves from uncertainties,
drives its price and value,
Rising interest ra
tionally, gold and
are negatively cor
times of econon

Prosperity,
rising rotes diminish gold's

appeal. Because gokl as such
offers noyield. However, when
Interestrates are low, alterna-
e investment options gener-
ate minimal returns, making
gold more attractive,
Globally, interest rates in
the US havea profoundi
on gold prices bec
metal is trinded in LS dollars,
For instance, following Don-
ald Trump's resounding vieto-
the US presidential race
lees dipped asinvestors
nEC ed SIFORZEr ceonam-
| policies and a robust dollar.
ereited opportunitics for
Indion consumerstoplan their
wieckding purchase:
Lerm investiments,
Rupee-dollar equation: In-
din’s rellance on golid impors
thes bts price to the rupee-dol-
rate, A weaker
in higher gold
pracesin domestic lerms.
Safe investment and hedg-
ing tool: In India, G0% of the
demand for gold eomes from

2020-2023, and the current
Russia=Ukraine war, During
such periods, gokd hus con-
stetently beaten benchmarks
likee the Nifey index.

Gold has been on o run
since mid-February due (o
FEASONS: CXPOC

ny
of interest rate cuts from the
US Federal Reserve, geopo-
lirdenl tensions like the Rus-
sla-Ukralne war, and chaos in

during challenging economic
times, investors tend to park
thelr money in safer havens,
and gold isa preferred cholee.
There are several rensons:

® Giold protects agninst long:
werm inflation,

w Linlike other physical assets,
godd can easily be liquidated
or used as collareral.

® Investment in gold prodects
and helps diversily investment
portfolios as it reduces therisk
of volarilicy.

= Gold remains o dependable
waset during geopolitical or
economic wrmoil,

However, gold has is limi-
agions, It does not generate
returns or benedit from com:
pounding, Unlike imvesiments
n stocks. the amount invest-
ed in gold does notcontribute
o economic growth or wealth
creation,

The government has res
duced customs duty on gold
imports from 15% o 6% in
the 2024-25 Unlen Budget,
the sreey it sinee 2013,
ry also artraces

(n:Ld bonds issued by the
Gewernmentof Indin could be
i option worth considering
as thelr value increases wi
gold allo
annualinterest of 2.5%. These
hands, however, come with a
lock-in period. The capltal
gaing are taxefree, but the in-
terest is taxable. Also, there
are open-ended gold ETF:
that track the value of gold
closely and can be redeemed
atany paint.

rural with pur-
chases linked 10 agricultural
proaperity. Farmers buy gold
toereate assetswhen thecrop
is good. It helps lh&m Beners
m- fundsduring

Ace eports, there
s an Increase of 1.5% in de-
mand inearly 2024 compared
tothepreviousyear GO plans
w introduce 9-karar gold

Il ing to cater to the

harvest.

Geopolitical factors: Geopo-
litical uncertainties, such as
the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
have madde godd pricesvolatibe,
Amild escalating tenstons, gold
consistently proves (s worth
s v sanfe-haven nsset.

Gold as an i

increasing demand and p
vent fraud and chain-snateh-
ing crimes (reports suggest
1 34% spike in chain-snatch-
ing s between 2021
and 2 The hallmarking
scheme is aimed at ensuring
consumer protection and in-
creasing theavailability of gobd

Diespite price fluctuations, the
demund for the yellow metalin
the Indian markets is always
on the rise, Gold is showing
signs of recovery over the
last few days  Tollowing
Trump's victory.

However, it still remains al-
maoat 5.5% bdow its October
peak, giving an opportunity to
thise whio are planning wed-
ding purcha:

The X

il 10-year
data clearly show gold has
outperformed equity mar-
lets during global economic
erises, Examples include the
2008 global fimancial eris
the FY 2011-2012 US debteedl-
ing crisis, the Covid period of

OASIS | ROHINIS MURTHY

Shape your own destiny

Whenever he would v ke meon

itive thoughs, u11n|-:n:-.nml .hlllrllr
il

Pml mnwcllmn uldlrﬁmlllm
¥ It S
yoursell by yourselll Bene

Thimk nedt how many gins you

and light must come.

Bhagavad
repenteely can probably inspire us

momer
wit blame others and cireumstance
our finilure instead of believing that

Never mine. Time s infinie. Go for-
ward; assert yoursell again and again,

Thisis Swami Vivekananda®s inver-
pretation of Chapeer 6 Verse 5 from
. Reading these lines

the fecl-good effect may last for a few
. Human nature i such that

posseas the power g0 shape our destiny,
tis true that the ability to devebop pos:

veach our goals, Todllusrate

this, | would ke to narrate

atruelife story, Way back

in 20006, | was warking in

a public relations firm in

Mumihai and there wasa

driver, Amol Thorave, in

our office.
Ouroffice hack i fleet of

crs and the drivers in thelr free

time would huddle together, either

drinking colfee orchit chatting, But

Amaol invariably ehoose to sit in the

bt

« for
we

-mnlﬁmnl charces I1-II1‘c.w‘ cansurely  asked megu

earwith his hesd immersed in a book,

client’s place for a meeting, he alwiys

jons refated 1o public

relations or reach for his book the
mum e | would step out of the

dln reading nllujr

Jewellerytothe middle classin
the market, (Currently under
IS regpulation, hnllmarking is
mandatory for six gold purity
categories: |4KT, IHKT, 30KT,
22KT, 23K, and 24KT)
Amidse o many fluetun-
tions, gold stands asa imeless
hero for financial securigy. It
has represented beritage and
culture, provided stability, and
& ait anchor offerd
o the coming genera-
thons, imaking it oneol the pre-
levred chodces ol investmenis,

(The writeris an assoclate
professoraf finance at Chrise
deered to be wniversity,
Bemgadurs)

et inspired by his limitess thirss for
Tenowdeclie and his resolve to become
the person he dreamt 1o be, Soon, he
lmwuhmhulmm expms and my
hoss offered

exveutive, Tomy sheer luck, he joined
iy team, His perseverance to exeel

im a job as a trainee PR

ki,
He -umh.tl and dlarified,
“Muh atext book of
el

doing on public re
CEOsupports and encourages me in
this endeavour,” he sakd proudly,
From thereon, the journey to o
portant

client’s place became me
o e than thie destination as L would

and earm
colbeagues alike not only helped him
scabe the carcer lndder but tught us
an important besson that by maseers
Ing yoursell, you can forge your own
destiny. Ralph Waldo Emerson’s
words perfectly personify Amol's life's
Journey - “The only person you are
destined o become s the person you
decide abie!

from cli
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Der Krieg hat

Winning the Nobel Prize In Literature In 2015, Svetlana Aleslevich’s Voices fram Chernobs! [ 1997] stands as a powesful exploration of the experience of brutality, are

Echoes of survival: how witness literature
confronts history’s darkest chapters

Writers such as Han Kang, Svetlana Alexievich, Shehan Karunatilaka, Raja Shehadeh, through their stories on popular uprisings, nuclear disasters,

civil wars, forced settlements, geopolitical tensions, ensure that voices of survivors and witnesses, individuals and communities, are not forgotten

J5, Swat

ith her groundbreaking
w win of the 2024 Nobel

Prize in Literature, Han

Kang has carved a unique

place in history as the first South Korean
and woman Asian writer of this esteemed
award. The Nobel Prize website lauds her
work for its "intense poetic prose that
confronts historical traumas and exposes
the fragility of human life.” a fitting
recognition of her unigue voice in
contemporary literature,

In Human Acts (2014), translated into
English by Deborah Smith in 2016, Han
delves into the tragic events of the 1980
Gwangju Uprising, weaving together the
personal stories of survivors to show the
devastating impact of political viclence,

By amplifying the voices of those affected,

she transforms individual suffering into a
collective narrative that resonates with
urgency and empathy.

Han's writing is a prime example of
witness literature - a genre dedicated to
documenting the lived experiences of
these impacted by trauma and historical
violence, Witness literature not only
sheds light on the effects of war, disaster,
and systemic oppression but also fosters
empathy, compelling readers to confront
the stark realities of conflict and injustice,
1t preserves crucial memories that might
otherwise fade, ensuring that the voices
of survivors are heard and acknowledged.
Through these narratives, witness
literature highlights the resilience of the
human spirit and invites reflection on the
broader socie-political contexts that
shape our world.

Collective trauma

Through his memoir, giving a first-person
account of the cruelty and barbarism
imposed on people in Nag concentration
camps, Elie Wiesel's Night (1956)

transports readers into the darkest
chapters of history, A memoir of his
teenage years spent in concentration
camps, Wiesel recounts his journey from
aquiet, devout Jewish community in
Hungary to the brutal existence in
Auschwitz and Buchenwald, where he
was stripped of his family, faith, and
childhood innocence,

Through his story, readers are drawn
into the raw horror of starvatiaon, forced
labout, and the systematic
dehumanisation of people in the
Holowaust, Wiesel demands that we
remember, understand, and bear the
weight of this trauma.

‘Winning the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 2015, Svetlana Alexievich’s Voices from
Chernotyd (1997), translated from Russian
by Keith Gessen, stands as a powerful
exploration of historical and collective
trauma. The book opens with the
harrowing account of Lyudmilla

the deaths of 23 policemen and causing
Gandhi to suspend the Non-Cooperation
Movement — Amin examines how this
event has been remembered,
reinterpreted, and symbolised across
Benerations.

He highlights how ditferent groups,
from nationalists to local villagers, have
shaped and retold the story of Chaw
Chaura to serve varied social and political
narratives.

Through detailed oral histories,
archival research, and analysis of how
memories change over time, Amin reveals
how historical events are not fived but are
continuously reimagined in public
memory. This suggests that history is not
merely about facts but also about how
events are remembered, retld, and used
to reflect present-day values, ideclogies,
or identity.

Under the theme of personal is
political in witness literature, Shehan

the wife of a ighter who

was among the first to respond to the
reactor explosion, capturing both her
personal grief and the excruciating toll
the disaster took on ber hushand.

Through such first-hand testimonies
from survivors, soldiers, and villagers,
Alexievich reveals the enduring impact of
the 1986 nuclear disaster, showing how
each individual's suffering contributes to
a larger and shared trauma. Alexievich's
work amplifies voices often marginalised
ar forgotten, turning personal suffering
into & collective narrative that resonates
acToss generations.

ilaka's The Seven Moons of Maali
Almeida (2020) uses the journey of a
single character to reflect the larger issues
within a conflicted society. The novel
follows Maali Almeida, a war
photographer who, after his mysterious
murder, finds himself in a bureascratic
afterlife where he has seven ‘moons’
{chays) to solve his own murder and share
his photographs that expose the brutal
realities of Sri Lanka’s civil war.

As he navigates this supernatural
world, Maali reflects on his dangerous
career documenting war, violence, and
corruption-images he hoped would

someday hold the powerful accountable,
Personal, political recollections Throwugh Maali's life and death,
Shahid Amin's Everat, i, Memor ye ilaka paints that, in times of

conflict and oppression, individual

Chauri Chetera, 1922419462 (1995) explores
how collective memories and
recollections shape our understanding of
historical events. Focusing on the 1922
Chauri Chaura incident — where an angry
muob set a police station ablaze, leading to

actions - whether in art, resistance or
mere survival - are deeply political, The
novel shows that personal stories are not
only affected by political forces but also
play a eritical role in exposing,

challenging, and understanding those
forces.

Dalestinian Walks: Forays into a
Vanishing Landscape (2007) by Raja
Shehadeh captures the complex layers of
loss — both environmental and culoral -
shaping the Palestinian experience.
Through his series of six walks over
nearly three decades, Shehadeh bears
witness to the physical transformation of
the West Bank, where trails, hills, and
anchent paths are reshaped, restricted, or
erased by settlement exparnsion,
peopolitical tensions and wars.

Each walk serves as a quiet testament
to the gradual disappearance of
landscapes that hold cultural and
historical significance for Palestinian
identity. The familiar paths he once
roamed freely become inaccessible,
altering not only the physical terrain but
also severing a spiritual and cultural bond
with the land. His descriptions of olive
groves, wadis, and andent rock
formations create a vivid image of a place
slipping away, not only geographically but
symbolically, as the meaning of land and
icentity is transformed by conflict.

Witniess literature feels more urgent
than ever. By preserving the firsthand
aceounts of people who have lived
thraugh war, exile, political oppression,
or environmental erises, literature helps
safeguard truths that might otherwise be
lost or distorted. It does ot just
document facts; it captures the raw,
human experience of suffering and
survival, inviting readers to connect
deeply with voices that might otherwise
o unheard.

In times of misinformation and
paolitical upheaval, these stories prompt
us to confront our shared humanity,
serving as both a warning and a call for
accountability-urging us to bearn from
history to shape a moare compassionate,
just future.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on milk and its revolution in India

Sindhu Nagaraj LY

QUESTION 4
[N Far his centributions to
QUESTION 1 Increasing the dairy output,

Launched on January 13, 1970,

development programme and 8
landmark project of India’s
Matipnal Dalry Development
Board. What was It called?
k

QUESTION 2

Apart from MDDB, Dr. Verghess
Kurlen was the chalman of
which dalry brand?

QUESTION 3
What s the pame of the
subsidiary that was

programme [answer ta 1), 1t
cames under the cwnership of
the National Dairy Development
Board. Kurlen?

oM
K

Kurlen is assoclated with what
this was the world's largest dairy  phrase in India?

QUESTION S

one of the langest-running ad
campalgns in India, this s an
advertlsing mascot used by a
dadry brand (answes to 2). The
mascot is a hand-deawn cartoon
of & yaung ndian girl dresced in
a palka-dotted frack with blue
Y habr and & half-pary thed up.
What is it called?

L 9

QUESTION 6

commissloned in 1974 under the  What & the name of the film,
directed by Shyam Benegal and
Inspired by the planeering milk
cooperative moverment of

»

(9
identify this dairy. Which State does it belong te? T HMDU

L
Please send in your answers ta
dailyguiz@thehinduco.in

Answers to the previous day's quiz:

1. How many persons have served as the Chief
Minister of the State? Ans:- Seven 2 Wha &
the only Chief Minister in the State to complete
a term undisrupted? Ans:- Raghubar Das 3.
Wha was the first Chief Minister of the State?
Which party did he represent? Ans:- Babulal
Marandl, BJP 4. The first Assembly ebection
after formation of Jharkhand State was held in
2005, Hame the leader who became Chief
Minlster far Just 10 days after this election?
Ans:- Shibu Seren 5Who taok over as the
Chief Minlster when Heman Saren stepped
dawn fram the post before being arrested in an
alleged land-scam case? Ans:- Champal Soren
6. Visual question: Name this leader wha
bacame the Chief Minister of the State as an
Independent MLA Ans:- Madhu Koda

Early Birds

Bharath Viswanathan - Prashanth Main -
Varghese Joseph - Devansh Dharlwal - Shankar
Priyawvrat

- e

FROM THE ARCHIV

Know Your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

“Is there any difference in meaning
between the sentences, "You must get
married’ and "You ought to get married?”

“There certainly is. If 1 say, '¥You must
get married. I'm giving you an order to
get married. [ am giving you an order and
Texpect you to follow it

"0.K. Tthink I've understood that.
‘Must’ is more or less an order. What
about ‘ought o'

" 0ught to' is similar to ‘must’ in that
it's the speaker who is telling the listener
what to do. For example, if | say, "You
ought tor et married, what I'm saying is
that it’s about time you got married.” It
means [ would like you to get married but
I'm not sure whether you

"o ‘ought i carried with it an
element of uncertainty.”

“That's right. But remember this: In
the case of both ‘must” and 'ought to, it is
the speaker whao is exerting authority
over the listener. Hefshe is telling the
listener what to do.”

"Does ‘need tof have the same
meaning?™

"No, it doesn't., IF | say, “You need to
by a new pair of shoes” Pm not ordering
or forcimg you to buy a new pair. I'm not
using my authority to make you do it.”

"Well, if your're not foreing me to buy a
iew pair of shoes, then who is or what is?
Thee circumstances I'm in?"

"Exactly, Your shoes are in really bad
condition.
and you think that it would be a
good idea if 1 replaced them.”

"There's no compulsion form the
speaker. Its the circumstances that
dictate the change, That's what is
important. It's the listener who feels the
need to make a change.”

"1 think I've understood that. You don’t
hive to repeat it

“Would you like me to 'three-peat” it
then?"

"Three peat?™

"Yes, three-peat. It's a word you would
harve found in the sports sections of mast
American newspapers in the first week of
Febriiary, You see, one of the foothall
teams won the championship for the
second consecutive tie, Now everyone is
wondering if the team can win three
times in a row. They want to know if the
team can do a 'three-peat”. A newspaper
headline sereamed, “Three-peat would be
an unprecedented feat.! And a player's
response was ‘Once the dust settles, we'll
start thinking of three-peat”

"So the word “three-peat’ doesn't
actually exist?”

"You won't find it in dictionaries, but
people are using it. And they seem to
know what it means.”

“Can you five-peat that for me?”

Learn to write well or not at all -

.
March 15, 1994

Word of the day

Pyrotechnics:
& firework display, a brilliant performance or
display of & specified skill

SYNONYMS: firewarks, spectacle
USage: He thrilled his audience with

woeal,

pyrotechnics to enhance their iive shows

International Phonetic
Alphabet: {par.rs'tek.niks/

Pronunciation:
bitly/pyrotechnicenew

For feedback and suggestions for
Tewt & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.dn
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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New moiré superconductor opens
the door to new quantum materials

Scientists have found that moiré materials made from semiconductor materials can also be superconducting, a property once considered to be
exclusive to graphene; exploring why semiconductor moiré materials behave differently is key to advancing understanding of quantum materials

jasri Guru

chentists are constantly

engineering new materials that

exhibit exotic properties. Moiré

materials, in particular, ane
deceptively simple.

Take a material made of a single type of

atom, like a block of graphite. Slice off a
thin layer from the top so that you have a
two-dimensional sheet of carbon atoms
bonded together (graphene). Place one
sheet on top of another. Finally, twist the
top sheet by a small angle. You now have
a moiré material.

These materials have unusual
electronic and quantum properties. The
one made of graphene has even heen
found to be a superconductor.

In a recent study in Nature, scientists
reported that moiré materials made from
semiconductor materials can also be
s lucting, a property once
considered to be exclusive to the
graphene system.

Exploring why semiconductor maoird
materials behave differently from
graphene in terms of superconductivity is
key 1o advancing our understanding of
quantum materials, This in turn can pave
the way for new materials with more
unusudl properties — and unusual
applications.

The moiré pattern

The researchers explored

s uctivity in twisted bilayer

tungsten diselenide (tWS5ez), a moiré

material created by stacking two layers of
liselenid, a i luctor

and rotating one layer by a small angle.

Even though the two layers of a moiré
material have the same arrangement of
atoms, the misalignment caused by the
small twist produces a completely
different pattern when seen from the top
(sew image above). This is called the moirg
pattern.

In moiré materials, the moiré patterm
gives rise to new behaviours that are not
present in the individual 20 materials
alone, This is because the twist leads to
the formation of flat bands in the
electronic structure of the material.

Flat bands to superconductivity

The ebectronic structure of a material
describes how electrons in the material
behave. The energy bands are a way to
visualise the energy the electrons possess
and how fast they move within the
material,

Imagine the energy bands to be a
ladder: each step {or band) represents the
range of energies an electron can have. As
you goup the ladder, the electron
possesses more and more energy and
momentum, meaning it will move faster,

A flat band means that the energy
values of the electrons across the ladder
are nearly constant, creating a flat region
within the band. In this scenario, all the
electrons have the same energy, unlike in
typical materials where the energy levels
are spread out over a range.

Also in typical materials, electrons gain
or kose kinetic energy when they move
across different energy levels, which
affects their speed and momentum. But in
moiré materials, because the bands are
flat, the electrons experience very litthe
variation in energy.

As a result, the electrons move slowly
and are said to be heavy. These
slowermoving electrons are more likely
to interact with each other, creating
strong electron-electron interactions that

e this pleof

reen-printing show:
s twisted by & small angle. JEAN-ND [CCESA4.D)

aren't seen in typical materials,

These interactions can lead to the
formation of Cooper pairs, where two
electrons pair up across a short distance
and move around as a single unit. This
pairing is central to the phenomenon of
superconductivity. (Leon Cooper, for
whom the pairs are named, passed away
on October 23.)

Their coordinated movement helps
them avoid scattering, a process where
electrons collide with atoms or impurities
in the material and deviate from their
path, causing electrical resistance. On the
other hand, Cooper pairs can travel
through the material without scattering,
leading o zero resistance and energy loss,
and thus superconductivity.

The devil in the twist
The researchers used tWSea with a twist
angle of 165" to form a moiré material.

Then they examined how the electrons
behaved when the material’s electronic
states were halfflled, & configuration
strongly associated with
superconductivity in moiné materials.
(These states refer to the steps on the
energy ladder: each state can
accommodate a fixed number of
electrons.)

They also examined the behaviour of
the electrons when the energy gap
between the sublattices within the
muaterial is small, since this influences the
superconducting properties. Sublattices
are smaller grids of groups of atoms
within the material.

In | materd electrons

gain or lose kinetic energy when
they move across different
energy levels, which affects
their speed and momentum.

But in moiré materials the
electrons experience very

little variation in energy

The researchers found that tWSe: was a
robust conductor with a transition
temperature of around -272.93° (. The
transition temperature is the critical value
bedow which a material enters the
superconducting state, exhibiting zero
electrical resistance.

The temperature chserved is on par

1ermenges when two layers, ane with red circles and one with black circles, are overlaid and one layer

determined by the filling of the electronic
states. In its non-superconducting state,
tWS5e: had the properties of a strongly
correlated metal, where the strong
electron interactions play a pivotal role in
determining the material’s overall
behaviour.

Stability in unity
Previous research with tWSez has shown
potential superconducting states, but it
‘was unstable when researchers cycled it
between room temperature and the
transition temperature. The material
couldn’t maintain its superconducting
properties because it was unstable.
According to the new study, tWSe:
actually has a robust superconducting
state — and one that's different from how

the pmperty emerges in graphene-hased

with those found in high-
superconductors, Conventional
superconductors transition at around
-550r G,

The superconductivity in tWSe: oecurs
precisely when the electronic states are
hatlf-filled, The team also found that the
mairé material could transition to an
insulating {non-conducting) state by
allzerirrﬁjthe electronic properties of the

material.

The material had 1 coherence length
ahout 10 times longer than other moiré
materials, meaning that its
superconducting state is not fragile.

The study also revealed that
superconductivity in the moiré material
occurred only in certain regions,

fals. For tWses,
supElmmducmty is dnven by
electron-electron interactions and
half-band filling, while graphene-based
systemns depend on flat bands and
electron-lattice interactions,

As a result, while graphene-based
systems become superconducting at
higher temperatures, tWSe: is more
stable. This study creates a new avenue to
explore superconductivity in
semiconductor-based systems. Tt also
offers valuable insights into the material's
electronic structure changes when its 20
layers are twisted.

(Tejasri Gueruraj is a freelance science
writer and journalist with a master’s degree
in physics, tefasrigururaigmail.com)
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THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Break out the world map, let’s go for aride

Vasudevan Mukunth

h

QUESTION 1

In the |ate 19905, & plece of Land
called ATOW1996 was considered 1o
b the nerthernmost palnt of land an
the earth. But it lost its distinction
soon after when an alrbome suroey
failed to spot it What was ATOW1996
made af?

(9

QUESTION 2

The world's seuthermmest continent is
Antarctica, and right next to its
farnaus lee shelf — the
continent's largest of it kind — i the
world's southemmaost plece of apen
acean, i the Bay of Whales, Fill in the
blank.

(9
QUESTION 3
If you had o travel the longest
distance on land by a land-based
CM
K

vehicle and could anly trawel ina
straight line, your best bet would be to
start at a coastal location in the
Khabarcvsk Krai of Russia and drive all
the way to & point in coastal
Fill in the blank

[
QUESTION &
While the highest point on the earth's
swrface from sea level is the peak of Mt
Everest, the farthest you can travel
fram the earth's eentre and still be en
the surface is the peak af ML

in Ecuador. Fill in the
blank,
L9
QUESTION 5
Narme the world's largest city that's alse
located below sea level. Hint: It was in
Intemational headlines in the secand
and third weeks of November, It's also
the world's lawest-lydng national capital
abaove land.

¥

Please send in your answers ta

science@thehindu.ca.in

[

Visual questian: This image shows the world's highest volcano, which also
hosts the world's highest natural lake and probably the warld's highest
matorable location, Name it. SERGE S (CC BY-5A2.0)

Answers to Movernber 26 guiz:

1, Land system that the Great Dividing Range
typifies - Ans: Cordiilera

2. Classification of 17 countries that includes
Auistialia - Ams: Megadiverse

3. Tall tree species in southwest Westerm
Auistialia - Ans: Eucalyptus diversicolor

4, Placental mammal introduced to Australia 4
kya - Ans: Dingo

5. Mineral with energy poteritial whese langest
depasit lies in Australia - Ans: Uranlum
Viswal: Shert-beaked echidna

First eontact:
Jose Jojl | Afithkurar Periyasanyy | KN,
Viswanathan | Chandan Singha | Saket Jha

sem

Greenpeace activists hold placards against plastic
production In Busan on Monday. are

A primer on
plastic
pollution
treaty talks

Associated Press

A last round of negotiations on a legally
binding treaty to sddress the global
seourge of plastic pollution has opened in
Busan, South Korea, National

still have a lot tw hammer out before lhEm
is a treaty. Most contentious is whether
there will be a limit on the amount of
plastic that companies are allowed o
produce.

Led by Norway and Rwanda, 66
countries plus the European Union say
they want to address the total plastic on
Earth by controlling plastic design,
production, consumption and what
happens at the end of its life.

Some plastic-producing and oil and gas
countries, including Sawdi Arabia,
vigarously oppose such limits,

Glohal plastics production is set to
reach 736 million tons by 2040, up 70%
from 2020, without policy changes,
according to the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development. Negotiators must also
decide whether the treaty will reduce or
eliminate single-use plastics. They'll have
o resobve whether to end the use of

Industry leaders want a deal that
prevents plastic pollution by
redesigning plastics to be rensed,
recyvcled, and remade into

new products, keeping the
materials in circulation

hazardous chemicals in plastics and
whether these steps will be mandated or
merely encouraged. There are some
things many countries agree on. They
want provisions in a treaty to promote the

redesign of plastic products so they can
be recycled and reused. They want to
invest to better manage plastic waste.
They want to increase recycling rates and
help waste pickers transition to safer jobs,
They agree there needs to be a
mechanism to help countries pay for
anything required of them.

Graham Forbes, who is leading a
Greenpeace delegation in Busan, said his
group could support an agreement that
puts sensible guardrails in place to reduce
the amount of plastic produced,
eliminates toxic chemicals and protects
people from the uncontrolled use of
plastics, That's achievable, but will take
political leadership and courage not seen
vet in earlier negotiations, he added.

Frankie Orona, executive director of
the Texas-hased Society of Native Nations,
said they demand a treaty that tackles the
oot canses of the crisis rather than just
managing plastic waste.

“We must seize this moment and leave
a legacy we can be proud of, with a
non-toxic sustaimable future for all
children and our children's children,” he
said. Industry leaders want an agreement
that prevents plastic pollution by
redesigning plastics to be reused, recycled
and remade into new products. They say
this will keep the materials in circulation
and out of the environment,

Company executives said they'll
support a treaty that recognizes plastics”
benefits to society, while ending
pollution. “Iwould hate to miss this
opportunity because we get fiated on
issues that divide us rather than unite us
in this purpose of ultimately addressing
the issue of plastic pollution,” said Steve
Prusak, president and CEO of Chevion
Phillips Chemical Company. “It's a really
critical time. We're really hopeful that
what we get out of the meetings will lead
o practical, implementable policies and
harmenization across the globe”

3
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Adjournments sought

India-Russia trade

by Congress on the

marks fivefold increase

THE¥amHINDU

Ficor
physical damage in

mic losses and

Districts affected
mobile Internet

Contribution of fossil

fue!

to India’s PM 2.5

Adani issue

The Cangress was the only party to

demand o discussion In the Rajys

Sabha on Wednesday on detting up
@ Jokmt Parliamentary Committee o prabe
allegations agalnst the Adani Group, Of the
total 1 adjourmm ent notlces gven, at
least nine were from Congress members on
the Adani matter, while others sought
diseussion on vislence in Manigur and
Uttar Pradesh's Sambhal. PT|

over past five years

In billion U,5, dollars, A
senlor Russian diplomat said
that bilateral tiade betwesn

the two countries has reached a record 566
Bilbon In 2024, marking a llvefold increase
over the past five years, with a 9% rde in
the first elght manths of this year, Maxim V.
Koxlov sald Russia and indla are on track
1o achieve the ambitious 5100 billien trade
target by 2030, PTI

Lebanon due to war

In billien dollars, The war
between krael and Lebanon
cauged $0.5 billlon warth al

combined econamic losses and physical
damage in Lebanon. The EU, U.S. UN
atepped wp elforts to broker a truge, A
censefire ook effect on Wednesday, and
thausands of displaced Lebaness bagan
the jaurney back home, with many
celebrating an end to the lighting, AFP

suspension in Manipur

services for two more days in nine districts
until Novermber 29, Maobile Intemet
servieed, Including VSATS and WPN |n
Imphal West, imphal East, Kakehing,
Bishnupur, Thoubal, Churachandpur,
Kangpokpl, Pherzawl, and Hribam of
Manigur will remain suspended. PTI

pollution

The Manipur gaverament on
Wednesday extended the
suspension of mobile Intemet

8.5

and industries contribute up to B0% of
Imdia's PM 2.5 pallution, with abaut 0% of
this coming fram fassil fuel combustion, &
niw study has found. The study sakd
blomass burning contributed less than 3%
o annual PM 2.5 levels, PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDL CIATA TEAM

Emlssians from
residential heating,
power genermtion,

Why has there been a surge in the deletion of work

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu O twitter.com,/the_hindu @ instagram.com/the_hindu

The right to work deleted

s from job cards? Does this have any

(ABPS) mandatory in MGNREGA? What is the procedure to be followed to undertake deletions?

ECONOMIC NOTES

Chakradhar Buddha
Rajendran Narayanan

entral to the Mahatma Gandhi

National Rural Employment

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) is

the: legal right o work for 100
days per year per rural household, Each
household gets a unique job card
containing the list of all its registered
adults, One cannot work in MGNREGA
without a job card, Addition of new
members to job cards happens upon
furnishing appropriate documents
establishing adulthood,

Schedule 11, Paragraph 23 of the Act
outlines the procedure for deletions of
wiatkiers from jobs cards — “If the Gram
panchayat is satisfied at anytime that a
persan has registered with it by furmnishing
false information, it may direct the
Programme Officer to direct his name to
be struck off from the register and direct
the applicant to return the job card:”
Regarding due process, it says that a
deleted worker, i alive, must be “given an
opportunity of being heard in the
presence of two independent persons.”

Guidelines for deletion
Implementation guidelines for MGNREGA
are available in Master Circulars which are
released either annually or once in two
years by the Ministry of Rural
Development (MoREY, The Master
Cireular from 2021-22 specifies clear
protocols for worker deletions as follows.
A job card can only be deleted under the
following situations: (a) when a householbd
permanently migrates, (b the job card is
found vo be a duplicate, {c) it was issued
based on forged documents,

Additionally, if a Gram Panchayat is
reclussified as a Municipal Corporation,
all job cards in that panchayat are
deleted. In line with the Act, the circular
emphusises due process, requiring
independent verification by the
Programme Officer before any deletions,
Moreover, all deletions must be
documented, reparted to the Gram
Sabha/Ward Sabsha, and updated in the
MGNREGA Management Information
System (MIS). The MIS is the digital
architecture of MGNREGA. Beyond the
listed reasons, the MGNREGA MIS has
dropdowns in its menu with 12 reasons
for debetions of workers and job cards,
Some of which are "Duplicate Applicam”,
“Fake Applicant”, “Not willing w work”
ele,

In 2021:22, 1,49 crore workers were
deleted, which surged to 5.53 crore in
202223 resulting in a 247
deletions in 202223, In the last four years,
names of 10043 crore MGNREGA workers
across India have been deleted.

The surge of deletions in 2022-23
coincided with the period when the
Union Government issued several
circulars making Andhaar-based payment
systems (ABPS) mandatory in MGNREGA.
For ABPS 10 work, as a first step, every
worker's Aaclhaar number had o be
seeded with her job card, Senior officials
rely on the percentage of workers whose
Aadhaar has been seeded with their
respective job cards as a metric of
compliance. Strict diktats were issued to
fiedd officials w increase this percentage,

In response to questions in the Lok
Sabha on February 6, 2024, regarding
worker deletions in MGNREGA, the
Minister of State for Rural Development,
Snclbvi Niranjan Jyotd, in a written reply

? »

~xa
In2021-22, 1,49 crore workers were deleted, which surged to 5,53 crore in 2022-23 resulting in a 247% Increase in deletions in 2022-23.4FF

Disappearing jobs

In the last faur years, names of 10.43 crore MGHREGA workers across Indla have been deleted

Singe 2022, close to 1.
beeen deleted. Following are th top five States

Bihar

West Bengal | ——————T)
Andhra

Pradesh D

Odisha D

Gujarat 23]
Dhebeted warkers (in thoasancds)

stated: “Upcation and deletion of job
cards s a regular exercise condueted by
the States and Union Territories under
MGNREGS. These actions are undertaken
to maintain accuracy and transparency.”
However, a paper published in the
Economic and Political Weekly by
Chakradhar Buddha and Lusvanya
Tamang establishes how field officials
resorted to deleting job cards without

Flve for E af
2,67 lakh workers (excluding West Bengal)

Nat willimg to work | 189,555 "
Duplicate job eard | 21,708 | B
Duplicate spplicant | 12,630 ]
Non-existent in

Panchayat 1049 | 4
Familly had been

sifted bl !

number of workers deleted. For instance,
in Madanpur block, 4,877 workers were
deleted in Dakshini Umanga village while
only three were deleted in Shekhpur
village, The situation in West Bengal is
different from the rest of the States, As
the Union Government has not released

. -~ J.'

Actand, alarmingly, without the workers'
knowledge. We have also met workers
who are vietims of wrongful deletions,
Further, the official reason for debeting
1,500 workers in our sample is “Village
becomes urban.” This reason is observed
i 153 out of 1,914 villages in our sample.
But as per the Act, if a village becomes
urban, then the job cards of all the
waorkers in that village would have to be
deleted. So clearly, using this reason 1o
debete a subset of workers appears
absurd,

Sticking points
Since our sample contains all the
transactions of deletions in the selected
blocks, the trend we observe is likely 10
hold for the whobe country although the
actual proportions might Huctuate a lintle.
Two points from the data are hard o
believe, First, despite high rural
unemployment, as per official reasons,
1% of workers in our sample are “not
willing to work,” Second, the
government's claims that the surge in
deletions has no connection with making
ABPS mandatory although all the

any funds to West Bengal from
26, 2021, no MGNREGA work has
here since then, In our

verification in a rush to increase ABPS
compliance percentage. Deleting workers
is akin to reducing the denominator wo
make the fraction bigger.

Methodology followed
The overall number of workers deleted in
each State can be easily obtained from the
MIS but accessing the official reason in
the MIS for such deletions is
It intense. So, to i

the reasons for deletions we have
resorted (o statistical sampling. We
randomly sampled one block each in 21
States for the last four financial years
including the current ome, This yielded
data of worker deletions from 1,914
villages, In our sample, more than 2,98
lakh workers were deleted with nearly
165 kakh of them being deleted in 200223
andd around 30,000 deleted in the last six
menths alone, Figure | shows the five
States with maximum worker deletions
(rovunded off ) in our sampled villages.

Nearly 53,000 workers were deleted in
Madanpur block in Aurangabad district of
Bihar and around 32,000 workers in
Mayureshwar-1 block in Birbhum district
of West Bengal were deleted, There is
noticeable intra-block varlation in the

sampled bock in West Bengal, the
number of workers deleted jumped from
550 in 2020-22 to 31,861 in the next year,
Ot of these, half were officially
categorised as "Duplicate Applicant”
while 10,446 workers who were deleted
were categorised as “Non-existent in
Panchiyat."

Job cards provide the legal guarantee o
work atany tme, not just on the day
when debetions happen, Deleting
workers' names from job Is on

evidence i
deletions suggest otherwise. The
response to our RTTapplication from
MoRD suggests that, despite listing
deletion reasons in the MIS, the ministry
hias not conduweted any verification and
analysis of deletion reasons, including the
“Not willing 1o work' reason. This further
corroborates the arbitrariness concerning
the vicdations of the right to work.

Adhering to the verification processes
and protocols outlined in the Act and
Master Circular is erucial to prevent
arbitrary deletions. Conducting

grosunds of “pot willing wwork™, denies
the worker her legal right o work, And
et this is the main reason for debeting
nearly 1.90 lakh workers in our sample.
This is also the main official debetion
reason in the MIS for each of the four
years i our sample; from G3% of
deletions in 202022, it jumped w 83% in
the ongoing financial year. What is more
intriguing is that nearly 20,000 workers
who got deleted as “Not willing to work”,
actually worked or demanded work in the
same financial year in which their names
were deleted. In our interactions with
civil society organisations working on
MGNREGA across 10 States, we found that
deletions are often not carried out
through Gram Sabhs as mandated by the

pendent audits, regular reviews,
involving gram sabhas and efficient
grievance redress systems can reduce
irregularities, Training Gram Panchayats
to conduct impartial inquiries and
including worker representatives in
decision-making panels are needed.
Public consultations and proactive
measures o enhance transparency,
accountability, and fairness are vi
guarantee MGNREGAs mandate of
employment and social justice,

Buddha & Narayanan are affiliated with
LibTech India. Narayanan is a faculty
member at Azim Premfi University,
Bengalove, The views expressed are
personal, The authors thank Suguna
Bheemerasetti of LibTech India for seraping
the data for this analysis,
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lation to the government making Aadhaar-based payment systems
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The MGHREGA scheme ensures
thie riight te wark for 100 days
per year per rural househald,
Howewer, It has been chserved
that there |8 an incresing
number of worker deletions
with a tatal of 10.43 erare
MAGNREGA workers across the
cauntry In the past four years
alone

The surge of deletions in
2022-23 colncided with the
periad when the Undon
Govennment issued several
ehrculars making
Aadhaar-based payment
systems (WBPS) mandatory in
MAGNREGA

-

Dieleting warkers' names fram
Jab cards on grounds of “not
willling to waork”, denies the
workesr her legal right to work,
A et this b the main reasan
for deleting 1,90 lakh workers
It gample sunveed
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Protest nation
Pakistan’s establishment must heed
the voices of democracy

nother mass protest. Another shurdown
A of the capital city. And another violent

crackdown on the protesters by the se-
curity forces. Pakistan is witnessing circles of
crises, with a prolonged showdown between the
military-backed government and the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), the party of jailed former
Prime Minister Imran Khan. In the latest episode,
PTI supporters marched towards the capital, af-
ter Mr. Khan made the “final call” for protests,
demanding the release of their leader and other
party functionaries. The government of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif had taken many preven-
tive measures — thousands of PTI workers were
arrested, security forces blocked city entrances
with shipping containers and tens of thousands
of forces were deployed. Still, many of the protes-
ters managed to reach D-Chowk, the main prot-
est town square in Islamabad. The PTI later
called off the rally temporarily after the protes-
ters were pushed back by the security personnel.
But their main demands remain unchanged, and
given the pattern of protests in Islamabad in re-
cent years, it could only be a matter of time be-
fore the PT1 launches another “long march’.

Mr. Khan, in jail for more than a year, has a list
of grievances. Once a favourite of Pakistan's po-
werful establishment, he had back-to-back polit-
cal and legal sethacks after falling out of favour
with the generals in 2022. He faces over 150 cri-
minal cases. There was a crackdown on the PTI
ahead of the February elections and it was barred
from using its popular ‘cricket bat' poll symbaol.
5till, PTI candidates, who contested as indepen-
dents, emerged as the largest bloc in the new Par-
liament. The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz and
the Pakistan People’s Party joined hands with
smaller parties to form a coalition government,
with the establishment's blessings. Mr. Khan says
the election was rigged and the cases against him
politically motivated. Despite the crackdown, the
PT] possesses enormous street power and Mr
Khan's calls from jail for protests have set the
country towards a prolonged showdown. And
this is happening at a ime when Pakistan, which
has entered into a deal with the IMF for a $7 bil-
lion bailout package, is struggling to stabilise an
economy battered by hyperinflation, a falling
currency, and depleting reserves. Political insta-
bility is making the painful economic recovery
even more complicated. The military and govern-
ment have, so far, taken a no-compromise ap-
proach. Their attempts to break the PTI and Mr.
Khan's paolitical base have barely been successful.
Mr. Khan has proved that he can continue to chal-
lenge the establishment even from within his jail
cell. For political stability and a healthy econom-
ic recovery, Pakistan's establishment should be
willing to heed the pro-d racy

Schooling in India in times of poor air quality

n a stark reminder of the COVID-S
pandemic period, schools in Delhi State, in
mid-November 2024 - as a part of the
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAT) to
tackle air pollution, which is triggered when the
Air Quality Index (AQT) is “poor” — had been
asked to switch from physical to online mode.
‘While other restrictions imposed as a part of
GRADP might have an impact on air quality, the
devision to switch schools to online mode needs
tor be examined for its scientific rationale,
practicahility, and benefits and risks.

Poor air quality in many north Indian States is
harmful for any age group and not just children.
The harmful health effects of poor air quality are
on a continuum from the moment the AQI
crosses normal range. Children (and everyone in
any age group) should be protected from poor air
quality the moment the AQI crosses 50, which is
considered ‘good” air quality by Indian norms.
However, there are only a few days in a year
when the AQI is within acceptable limits. In 2024,
till now, there has not been even a single day with
‘good” air quality in Delhi; there was just one such
‘good” air quality day in 2023. Al ide, it is

ol
Dr. Chandrakant
Lahariva

& medical doctar who
spedialises in early
childhaod
deselapment, lifestyle
diseases and
preventive medicine.
He: hiss over 16 years
af wark experience
with the Warld Health
Qrganization

and UNICEF
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Dr.

naive to believe that an AQI that is more than 400
(classified as ‘severe” or ‘severe plus’) is harmful
and anything below this is not. This arbitrary and
high cut off does not help except inadvertently
normalising the harmful health effects of air
quality that is in the range of AQI 51 to 3949,

More importantly, most children in Delbi or
other parts of the country are likely to have the
sarne air quality inside their homes or in their
schools. For some underprivileged children, air
quality in the classroom might be better than at
home as many schools have air purifiers. The
idea of having online classes due to poor AQI puts
all children at an additional disadvantage of
learning loss and nutritional loss (as many
children get mid-day meals in schools), while
there is no respite from the health impact.

1t is widely known that online classes are not a
replacement for school-based learning and the
only beneficiaries here are EdTech platforms and
Apps. Then, the younger children are not
supposed to have exposure to screen time.
Therefore, when they are forced to attend online
classes, they are being exposed to more harmful
behaviour than receiving any possible or
perceived benefit. In the three years of the
COVIDHS pandemic, all of us have learnt that
schools are not the places where children read
only books; there is life learning. Therefore, the
focus has to be on keeping schoals functional and
ensuring learning continuity. There was an article
related to this, in this daily, by one of the writers:
“The pathology of school closure in India",
February 16, 2022,

The oversold idea of face masks

Poor air quality nearly always brings up the issue
of face masks. Even before GRAP stages 11l and IV
recommended the suspension of physical classes,
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a few schools sent out advisories to parents that
children should wear face masks in order to
attend schools. Though it was argued that these
advisories were to provide guidance, what was
forgotten was that such advisories from schools
became an ‘informal mandate’ for children and
parents. Such a uniform advisory for all children
to wear a face mask is not fully backed by science.
As far as children are concerned, even during the
COVID-9 pandemic, masks were not
recommended for children who were younger
than five years for various scientific reasons and
utilising empirical data. For those between six to
11 years, masks were advised (and not mandated).
There is no rationale for anyone to wear face
masks if the set-up has air purifiers. In short, the
face mask wearing guidance for children has to
have a nuanced and personalised approach.
Therefore, schools should refrain from issuing
such advisories, which should come only after
guidance from medical experts.

Adopt a science-based approach

First, schools should not I:|E made to switch to
unlmzdassﬁ no matter what the level of AQIis.
The focus should be on keeping the school
functional and ensuring learning continuity. This
could be done with some mitigants such as
completely halting all outdoor activities in
schools when the AQI is poor. Everyone should
take appropriate personal protective measures,
such as the use of purifiers and face masks, taking
into account recommendations by age, and
pre-existing health issues. Those who have any
pre-existing respiratory health issue are likely
benefit more from mask wearing, specifically ina
polluted and open space.

Second, to attend school, there is no need for a
uniform directive for mask wearing. Schools are
not the source of pollution. Arguably, air quality
in schools is similar to the homes of children.
Therefore, it does not make any sense to do
anything differently in school than what is done
at home. So, if children and parents wear a face
mask at home, they can wear it at school as well.
Else, no additional mandatory mask wearing
measure is needed. There is a need to remember
that face masks can also have negative effects
such as causing a skin allergy and other
discomforts. So, one should keep in mind the
benefits and the associated risks. Also, except for
medical recommendations, children younger
than 12 years should not be made to wear N95
masks. During periods of severe or above AQI,
children who have pre-existing health issues or
any other parents who wish to keep their
children at home, should be given an “opt-out'
option from physical classes, and the rest of the
children should have the opportunity for learning
continuity.

Third, in schools or other settings which have
functional air purifiers, mask wearing is not going
to provide any additional advantage. For such
settings, i.e., schools, ensuring that the classroom

doors and windows are dosed properly and
switching on air purifiers at least an hour before
children arrive would ensure ‘good” quality air.

Fourth, ‘online schooling’ is an cxymoron — it
is not school if teaching is online. The option of
hybrid classes should not be interpreted
conveniently by schools. Also, other than air
quality, there are other reasons such as fopgy or
cold winter days, which many schools exercise as
a reason for switching to online or hybrid classes,
These should be actively discouraged and
teaching should be in physical mode for all
parents, who are willing. In fact, it is problematic
that school dasses are often referred to as “offline’
or ‘online’, placing electronic devices at the
centre of teaching and learning. We need to break
this mode of thinking. Therefore, in future, if and
when the government or any authaority fails
children by passing an order to switch to online
classes, the management in every school needs to
come up with innovative approaches to ensure
that learning is not in front of a mobile or
computer screer.

Fifth, poor air quality is a reminder that
anyone who has pre-existing health or respiratory
conditions should take better care of their health.
This means having a routine checkup and a
regular follow-up visit with health-care providers.
Preventive interventions such as annual influenza
vaccination or age-appropriate recommended
vaccines like preumococcal, measles,
Haemophilus influenzae Type b (Hib) are
administered to those who need it.

Policy must be people-centric

From a larger social angle, most of the actions
recommended as a part of GRAP, adversely and
disproportionately, impact the poor and the
vulnerable in terms of wages (for the poor and
the marginalised) as well as learning and
nutrition (for children) losses. This is a reminder
that whatever is done in the name of the policy
should have a people-centric and pro-poor focus.
Air quality and school functioning need a
muanced approach. India had one of the longest
closures of schools during the COVIDHS period
and we need to learn from those mistakes. There
was another article on this, in this daily, by one of
the writers: “Building back to avert a learning
catastrophe”, April 28, 2022,

Schools are not the source of air pollution.
Rather, there is far greater loss than benefit from
school closure. While there are valid reasons for
implementing other measures under GRAP o
improve the AQI, closing schools for physical
classes makes the least sense. It has happened for
the last eight years, but now is the time that
school functioning is delinked from GRAP
measures. Nelson Mandela had said, "There can
be no keener revelation of a society's soul than
the way in which it treats its children.” When it
comes to handling air quality and the functioning
of schoals, Indian States and society seem to be
failing in their responsibility and their duties.

Compensation of news publishers by
Big Tech forms is a must
l n a speech on the occasion of National Press

Day last week, Union Minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw called attention to the issue of fair
compensation to media companies for the use of
their content by big technology platforms. The
Internet’s rapid growth has created a power im-
balance between news publishers and large on-
line enterprises which now set the financial
terms for their use of content created by others.
Many countries are grappling with this issue, and
new regulations are taking shape. In hustmlla
and France, Google and Meta are inc

A Karnataka social security plan that has a problem

uch has been written about the

Karnataka government's draft

notification of a cess-based social
security for platform workers, and on the benefits
it offers. However, a key aspect that did not
receive attention was the platform cess o

Mohan Mani

penerate the funds required to i the
social security scheme. The draft legislation was
ambiguous on the issue, both on the rate of cess
and the manner of its application (based on
ww!cersedmmg per transaction or the turnover

quired to negotiate fairer revenue-sharing dg'ee
ments and licensing deals with pul:lllshels_ A si
milar push in India will be an essential step to
ensure the continued vibrancy and financial sus-
tainability of news organisations, which are un-
der threat in their traditional and enline formats,
The government's affirmation of support for fair
revenue sharing in favour of news publishers —
first expressed last year — is more important than
ever. As Artificial Intelligence makes stealthy,
large-scale appropriation of content easier and
when new business models are built on thar
technological capacity, fair compensation for ori-
ginal creators is an urgent question. The time has
come to rapidly act to give force to these pro-
nouncements through law. The pushback that
these steps will likely face from Big Tech plat-
forms make it that much more important to start
the work quickly, and with resolve.

The Minister has also expressed concern on
the issue of misinformation and fake news. It is
impaortant for the government to establish trust
as a good faith broker and avoid the tempeation
to act as a regulator or censor of content. Trust
comes, for instance, by taking steps to improve
the public's media literacy in general. The go-
vernment's desire, now stalled by the judiciary —
to act as a fact-checker — in fact, to be the final
autharity over what is or is not true about the Un-
ion government, is not helpful. Trust is esta-
blished by empowering a strong press to pursue
and verify falsehoods vigorously; and not by state
regulation and censorship. The partisan applica-
tion of existing rules by authorities that go after
the Oppasition parties on charges of misinforma-
tion while tumning a blind eye towards violations
by the ruling party must also stop. Only an even-
handed application of laws against misinforma-
tion will act as a deterrent for bad actors. India’s
news industry has always suffered from funda-
mental financial and political challenges. The In-
ternet age offers the opportunity to work on re-
medies. The firms that control the Internet must
be more effectively lated, and g

in the State). The legislation followed
me language of the central government's code on
social security which prescribed a cess of 1%-2%
on platform turnover, subject to a maximum 5%
of the earnings of workers. The problem with the
cess arises from this very definition.

The example of an annual report

The financial details from the annual report
2023-24 (FY24) of the food delivery platform
Zomato (the only listed platform company) will
help a reader understand this problem. The first
issue is with defining turnover. While the Gross
Order Value from food delivery during FY24 was
32,224 crore, the Adjusted Revenue was 17,792
crore, just under a fourth of the order value. We
might assume that Zomato excludes the value of
the orders while recognising its revenue. The
issue here is that the platform undertakes
business for outside restaurants as well as
delivering merchandise from its own dark stores.
How does its revenues from its own stores get
reflected in the turnover? Does using tumover as
a metric lead o ambiguities?

The alternative then is to use worker earnings,
which is a relatively less ambiguous metric. For
FY24, the ‘delivery and related charges’ were
3,815 crore. The component of payment to
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delivery workers out of this amount is still not
clear. The advantage for the worker is that this
metric is known to the worker, and can be
tracked by her/him for each transaction of food
delivery or taxi service.

The guestion then is to determine at what rate
the cess should be charged on the payment to the
delivery worker. From the annual report, the
‘delivery and related charges” per order was T52.
The whole amount cannot be seen as payment to
the worker, as there would be other supervision
Costs. AS A Conservative measure, one may
assume 50 an order as the ive value. The

platform turnover is greater than 5% of the
workers’ earnings for a platform? This might be
the case in situations where the turnover far
exceeds payment to the worker, as is the case
with high value merchandise. In the case of
Zomato, as the company includes greater
quantities of its own products in the pipeline, and
as it tries to reduce delivery costs through
measures such as electric vehicle use, this might
become a In such a situation, it becomes a
mathematical impossibility to arrive at a cess
pertzmdge that simultaneously satishes both the
li of not exceeding 1% of turnover and

cess at 5% works out to T250 an order. The
difficulty does not stop here, as the cess also has
to satisfy the condition of not exceeding 2% of the
turnover.,

Degraded cover
Is ¥2.50 an order adequate to provide adequate
social security cover to the average Zomato
delivery partner? On average, the delivery
partner completes 1,880 orders in a year. This
means a contribution of ¥4,700 towards social
security in a year. In comparison, a garment
worker in Karnataka earns around 710,000 a
maonth. The contribution from the employer
towards Employees’ State Insurance and
Provident Fund (ES] and EPF) benefits add to
around 15% of the wage, or 118,000 per annum.
The social security contribution from the
platform cess per platform worker in the food
delivery sector on average is just over one-fourth
that of the garment worker. The result,
consequently, would also be a very degraded
social security cover. Even this might not be
availzble if the 5% earnings metric exceeds the 2%
platform mernover for the platform.

Finally, there is another issue. What if 1% of the

5‘?6 of worker payments. The cess mechanism
itself breaks down under this not impossible
situation.

A way out
Governments in other cess-based plans often do
not specify a unique cess rate; this might be their
way of appearing to be generous, while leaving
elbow room to bring down the cess rate. For
example, the construction workers' cess
prescribes 1%2%, but in reality, the cess has
always been fixed at the lower limit of 1%. In the
platform, an additional challenge has been
meluded through a third cess limit — we may,
with a nod to a popular science fiction novel,
even call this the 3-cess problem. This would,
additicnally, result in different rates of cess at the
platform level (different for food delivery from
that for ride-hail and for urban services), or even
at the enterprise level. That becomes an open
field for platforms to use their influence with
labour regulators to short-change their workers.
The way out is simple: have one simple,
unambiguous cess, a 5% cess per transaction
calculated on the payment to workers, with no
other conditionalities.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Constitution day Given the overarching
It is quite pertinent for our imperatives for the last mile
lawmakers to rededicate delivery of welfare

themselves to the ideals
enshrined in the
Constitution. Yet, it is
baffling that mast of the
time, the oaths that our
representatives take are not
respectad while discharging
their duties.

The architects of the

G ituti ivotal

interventions, which are necessary, st not re-
sult in state high-handedness.
.

BAVe pi
importance to "equity and
probity” in governance.

governance, there needs to
be an unflinching
congruence in the
functioning of the
legislation, the executive
and the judiciary.

G, Ramnasubram anyam,
Vijayawadz, Andhra Pradesh

Court on EVMs
The Supreme Caurt of India
has sent the right message

to political parties (Inside
pages, "EVMs are tampered
wihen you lose, fine if you
win: SC", November 27). it
may be recalled that the
Election Commission of
India had conducted an
all-party mesting to
demonstrate the perfect
functioning of EWMs. In view
of these findings, one fails
to understand why some
political leaders, and this
includes the Congress,
nurse doubts about EVMs.

Had the Congress alliance
won the Maharashira
election with a huge
majority, what would the
reaction have been?

AP R

Nalgorida, Telangana

As was expected, EVMs are
in the news again, following
ritualistic complaints by
failing political parties. The
situation now is because
political parties are always
after power while people

are always in power.
PRV, Raja,
Pandalam, Kerala

Some of our politicians
seem to miss the good old
days of booth capturing and
ballot stuffing. It is amusing
to zee how some people
wha cannot even spell the
‘word 'electronics’ come up
with bizarre theories on
hows EVMs can be hacked.
. Hareesh,

Houston, Texas, US.

At Perth

Teamn India's victory at the
Optus stadium in Perth
against Australia in the first
Test is a stupendous
achievement. The verve and
confidence shown by the
entire team is what worked.
Way to go, boys!

5. Kamat,

Mysisna
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Ban this carcinogenic ‘heart-burn’ drug

ast menth, the
multinational
pharmaceutical
compuany, GSK
announced a record settlement of
$2 2 billion in the United States in
arder to settle multiple lawsuits
regarding one of its best selling
drugs to treat “acid reflux”-
Zantac ¥, containing the active
ingredient Ranitidine, after it was
revealed that the drug contained
‘high amounts of a cancer causing
carcinogen called
Nenitrosodimethylamine (NDMA).

According to Valisure, the
American pharmacy which first
raised the issue, testing of various
brands of Ranitidine in its labs
fonnd NDMA in excess of
3,000,000 nanograms in some
samples; the acceptable limit in
the 1.5, was 96 nanograms. Like
all carcinogens, high exposure tw
NDMA can cause cancer.

The high amounts of NDMA
hawve been attributed to stability
issues with the molecule, which
means that it is not a GSK-specific
problem. Any company
manufacturing Ranitidine will face
the same issue; the reason why
the United States Food and Drug
Administration (USFDA) and the
European Medical Agency (EMA)
stopped the sale of the various
brands of Ranitidine in their
jurisdictions as far back as 2000,
GSK itself informed stock
exchanges in India, in 2000, that it
was withdrawing all Ranitidine
products in India.
Characteristically, India's Ministry
of Health has taken no steps to
stop other pharmaceutical
companies from continuing to
manufacture and sell Ranitidine.

A widely used pharma drug
Back in 2021, after reports in the
Indian press pointed cut how
Ranitidine was still being sold in
India, there were some murrmurs
from the government indicating
that it was "looking into” the
issue; but there has been no action
from the government since then.
There are two questions to ask
of the government in this
backdrop. The first is, why did the
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Indian regulatory apparatus never
detect/respond to similar levels of
impurities in Ranitidine, which is
widely consumed in India. The
second, why has the government
not acted over the last five years in
asimilar vein as its counterparts in
the West to stop the sale of
Ranitidine in India, espedally
when there are enough substitutes
in the form of other drugs such as
famotidine, cimetidine,
esomeprazole, linsoprazole or
omeprazole which also treat
“gastroesophageal reflux”, the
medical phrase for “acidity”.

To answer these questions, it is
first important to identify the key
institutions within government
responsible for different stages of
regulating generic drugs.

The chain of standards setting
The task of setting standards,
including acceptable limits of
impurities and analytical methods
for testing generic drugs for such
impurities lies with the Indian
Pharmacopeia Commission (IPC),
an autonomous nstitution under
the Ministry of Health and chaired
by the Secretary of Health. In
addition to publishing the Indian
Pharmacopeia, which lays out
standards {including limits for
impurities) and testing protocols
for different drugs, the IPC i also
required to manufacture and
supply “reference standards™ and
“impurity standards” against
which drugs such as Ranitidine
«can be tested in quality control
laboratories in the public and
private sector,

The task of ensuring that drug
mamufacturers comply with the
quality standards laid down by the
IPC lies first, with the State drug
controllers responsible for issuing
mamufacturing licences for such
dnugs and, second, with drug
inspectors of the States and the
Centre who randomly draw
samples of drugs from the market
for testing by analysts in
government liboratories against
the standards laid down by the
IPC. Drugs that fail to comply with
the IPC's standards are deemed to
be “not of standard quality”.

With this background, the key
questions to ask of the IPC are why
did it not detect the NDMA issue
with Ranitidine and what exactly
has it done since 2020 to lay down
permissible standards for NDMA
in Ranitidine, along with the
testing protocols. We cannet
answer these questions because
we have no access to copies of the
latest version of the Indian
Pharmacopeia. It costs 150,000 to
purchase the most recent version
of the Indian Pharmacopeia.
Ideally it should be made available
foor free given that it contains
binding legal standards and is very
impartant from a public health
perspective. Once the IPC sets the
permissible limits for NDMA in
Ranitidine, ideally, the
manufacturers of Ranitidine who
cannot comply with the impurity
standards laid down by the IPC
either stop manufacturing
Ranitidine or drug inspectors
prosecute these manufacturers for
manufacturing “not of standard
quality” drugs.

Separate and apart from the
rale of the IPC in setting
standards, there is the question of
wha in government is responsible
foor acting to prohibit a drug from
being sold in the market once a
public health concern has been
flaggred anywhere in the world.
Under Section 264 of The Drugs
and Cosmetics Act, 1940 only the
central government, or more
precisely, the Drug Regulation
Section within the Ministry of
Health has the power to prohibit
the manufacture and sale of drugs
in the country. This section in the
Ministry lacks the technical
competence to perform its job
since it is typically headed by a
faceless Joint Secretary from the
civil services who knows little
about the pharmaceutical industry
or pharmacology.

Perhaps it is now time, after a
$2.2 billion settlement, for the
Ministry of Health to swing into
action and issue an order under
Section 26A prohibiting with
immediate effect, the continued
manufacture and sale of
Ranitidine in the country.

A financial tightrope walk for A.P.

The annual Budget for 2024-25 paints a grim picture of the States finances

STATE OF PLAY

G.V.R. Subba Rao
subbwaran. gavarzvarapui
ihchindis co.in

fter presenting two

vote-on-account Bud-

gets, Andhra Pradesh
Finance Minister Payyavula
Keshav presented the annual
Budget for the finandial year
202425 on November 11, The
annual Budget, fiscal policy
statement and Comptroller
Auditor General (CAG) reports
tabled in the AP Assembly
paint a grim picture of the
State’s finances, and the Na-
tional Democratic  Alliance
(D) government will have o
cross many hurdles if it is to
fulfil its promises — particular-
Ly the ‘Super Six', made dur-
ing the runup to the 2024
general election.

Second, going by fiscal
trends, the State finances are
heavily stressed. Third, the
State government has to aug-
ment its resources, to repay
within the next seven years,
39.15% of the debt, which now
stands at 11,39,567.14 crore.

A cursory look at the Bud-
et document indicates a deci-
sion to postpone implementa-
tion of some key electoral
promises. The Budget pro-
vides limited scope for ambi-
tious projects. The govern-
ment has not allocated any
funds for the poll promises ex-
cept for 'Deepam 2.0° and *Tal-
liki vandanam’. There is an al-
location of 12,684 crore for
the ‘Deepam 2.0 scheme' and
16,500 crore for Talliki vanda-
mam', a poll promise of
15,000 a year to each school
going child. There is no men-
tion of the other major poll
promises including a 71,500
monthly pension for women
(19 to 59 years); the creation of
20 lakh jobs, a 13,000 month-
Iy unemployment allowance,

and also free bus travel for wo-
men. The cost of implement-
ing all these major poll pro-
mises is an estimated 74,000
crore an annum. Despite fi
nancial challenges, the NDA
government has managed to
allocate 85,577 crore for wel-
fare, focusing on women and
children, minorities, Back-
ward Classes, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes,

Impact of debt liabilities
Restoring A5 financial sta-
tus to & state of health will be
an arduous task. The govern-
ment will have to forus on
debt liabilities. The State’s to-
tal debt at the end of FY2022-
23 was 3217% of the Gross
State  Domestic  Product
(GSDPY but when off Budget
borrowings are included, it
amounts to 43.80%, exceed-
ing Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management limits.
The public debt-GSDP ratio of
Andhra Pradesh increased
from 2215% in 201849 to
27.05% in 202223, The State
projects a fiscal deficit of 4.3%,
which exceeds the Finance
Commission’s recommended
3%. This raises questions
ahout Andhra Pradesh’s bor-
rowing capacity and its ability
to pump in money for projects
such as ‘Capital Amaravati'.
The government has se-
cured funding of 15,000
crore from multilateral fund-
ing agencies through the cen-
tral government for develop-
ing the trunk infrastructure in
the dream city of Amaravati,

that was abandoned for five
vears, The financial assistance
from external agencies for
Amaravati will be in the form
of a loan, which again impacts
future financial commitment.

There has been a massive
cut on financial outgoe when it
comes to the predecessor YSR
Comgress Party (YSRCT) go-
vernment’s populist measures
and schemes. The Budget has
hinted at a paradigm shift to
develop infrastructure. Des-
pite this, the capital expendi-
ture is estimated to be
T32,712.84 crore, while the re-
venue expenditure i estimat-
ed at ¥2,35,916.99 crore.

Mr. Keshav said, "What we
are doing is aimed at restart-
ing the financial wheels of the
state.” There is no clear road
map how the government pro-
poses to do this. Instead, the
Budget says that the govern-
ment would have w raise
71,000 crore from open mar-
ket borrowings out of the total
outlay of ¥2.94 lakh crore. A
CAG report (202224} has said
“the finances ...is marked by
increasing trend of labilities
(debt, guarantees, off-budget
borrowings, etc.) which pose
(@) risk to (the) target of debt
stabilisation and debt sustain-
ability.” The State has a com-
mitted expenditure of nearly
T1.30 lakh crore annually to-
wards salaries, pensions, loan
repayments and interests. The
salaries of 1179 lakh em-
ployees and 3.59 lakh pen-
siomers are ¥57,827 crore and
T21,696 crore, respectively;
salaries and pensions will be
79,523 crore. Interest pay-
ments and debt servicing is
around 29,295 crore.

The government also needs
to bring down the dependen-
cy on borrowed funds and for-
mulate a delt management
strategy. The focus must be to-
wards wealth creation rather
than just bridging the revenue
or fiscal deficits,

Tax cuts may have saved 33 lakh crore for India’s corporates

In the five years since FY20, company profits grew at 32.5% while corporate taxes paid grew at only 186%

DATA POINT I

Samreen Wani

axed at a significantly low-

er rate following the intro-

duction of the concession-
al tax regime in 2009, India's
largest corporates may have saved
over T3 lakh crore in tax payments
since then. This is in addition to
over 28 lakh crore in revenue fore-
gone through various deductions
granted to companies in the de-
cate since 201243 (FY13).

Experts note that while the tax
cuts point towards the need to ra-
tionalise tax incentives, a decline
in corporate taxgross domestic
product (GDP) ratio could mit the
government's zbility to finance sd-
ditional development
expenditure.

Until 2019, a corporate tax rate
of 25% was levied on domestic
companies with an annual turnov-
er of up to T400 crore. It was 30%
for the rest. The new tax regime
slashed the rate to 22% as long as
the companies forgo certain de-
ductions under the Income Tax
(ITy Act. In addition o this, tax
rates for new manufacturing com-
panies were lower, provided they
fulfilled certain conditions.

Suranjali Tandon, Associate
Professor at NIPFP, explains that
the new tax regime is indicative of
a preference for a “simpler tax sys-
tem with kower rates” a5 corporate
tax rates have undergone changes
at different points before to align
with the country's economic
priorities.

"Howewver, there is no consen-
sus on the optimal corporate tax
rates as this may vary as per eco-
nomic circumstances and  con-
ext,” she says.

R. Nagaraj, Distinguished Se-
mior Fellow at IIT Bombay, argues
that a reduction in corporate tax
rates mainly serves the “class inter-
ests” of the “business community™
— evident in the simultaneous in-
crease i luxury consumption.
“This is the standard Laffer curve

%
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argument which was popular dur-
ing the Reagan administration in
America. But we do not have any
evidence of this working anywhere
in the world, especially not in In-
dia To get a sense of the amount
saved in taxes as a result of this in-
centive, data of India's largest
companies, those on the BSE 500
index, were considered, which
were sourced from the Capitaline
database.

So, until FY19, The Hindu's ana-
Iysis shows, the effective tax rate
for these companies, which is the
average rate at which the profits
{before taxes) of corporations are
taxed, was 30% or higher. The ra-
tio declined in the subsequent
years, and touched a low of 21.2%
in FY24. Moreover, the top 10% of
the BSE 500 companies continued
to enjoy lower effective tax rates
compared to the overall average
for all companies, even as the gap
has considerably narrowed in re-
cent years (Table 10

“As large companies opt for the
new regime, the lower effective tax
rate is expected” says Prof.
Tandon.

In absolute terms, this could
have translated into a tax saving of
roughly ¥3.14 lakh crore for these
companies since FY20,

The figures were estimated by
caleulating the compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) in taxes paid
by companies in the five years end-
ing at FY19 (which was 11.5%) and
also assuming a similar rate of
growth for the subsequent years
until FY24 had the tax cuts not
been introduced, provided all oth-
er factors remained constant (Ta-
ble 2).

Company profits grew at a
much slower pace at 10.4% in the
five years ending at FY19. In the
five years since FY20, however,
company profits have grown at a
rate of 32.5% while corporate taxes
paid by these companies have
done so only by 18.6%.

Apart from tax rates and profits,
the level of economic activity also
influences corporate tax collec
tions, says Zico Dasgupta, Assis

tant Professor of Economics at
Agim Premiji University.

While the intent behind such
changes was to encourage private
investment, create jobs and “esta-
blish a globally competitive busi-
ness environment for certain dom-
estic companies”, Prof, Dasgupta
says there is little evidence to sug-
gest that tax incentives make busi-
nesses more competitive.

... But since tax concession also
means forgone expenditures by
the government, it seems to me
that the more important policy
question pertains to a cost-benefit
analysis of providing greater tax
comeession.”

He says, “The corporate tax
concessions announced in the pre-
COVIDHS period do not seem to be
hased on such considerations.”

Prof. Tandon notes that since
the incentives coincided with the
pandemic, the evidence to suggest
increased private sector invest-
ments due to rate cuts is “mixed”.
“Nevertheless, the profitability of
companies has allowed them to
create reserves and to invest in
current assets. In part, the antici-
pated demand can influence the
decision to make capital invest-
ments”

Companies also avail tax con-
cessions in the form of deductions
under various sections of the IT
Act. For instance, tax incentives
are granted on donations made to
charitable trusts, contributions to
political parties, expenditure on
scientific research or on profits of
undertakings set-up in north-east-
ern States among others. The go-
vernment calculates the revenue
impact of such concessions in the
Budget document each year and
this is done for a larger database of
over 10 lakh companies.

Revenue forgone due to such
deductions amounts to 18.22 lakh
crore in the decade ended FY22
(latest data). The data show an un-
derestimation of the revenue im-
pact in six of the ten years consi-

dered (Table 3).

With inprs fram Sindleu Harifaran

Impact analysis

Tha tables ware sourced from Budget decuments and the Capitaline
database. It also includes The Hindu's calculations

Table 1: shows the effective ta rate in %
ALBSES0D | Top 10%

companies | companies
201314 28.% pik]
201415 32.3 ]
201516 33.5 27.8

20 0.5
W03-33 3T i3
2024 21.2 133

Moter: Shows dlata for BSE S0 companies
* Tak cuts introduced

Table 2 source: Capitakee, The Hindu's
cabculations

The Capitalire database collects dats
from disclosures in the companies’
ancwsl reparts whensyer meilable

# BSE 544 companies represent
asieable shace of the market
capitalisation on the BSE

Table 3: shows the revenue
npact of the major ta indedtives
for corparate axpayers, in Terare,
1t also shows the projected
Fevere impactin torare. The
data shaw an underestimation of
e nevenue impact in sicof the 10
yeurs considered

In zcrore
Tabile 2; shows tax data for BSES00 companies Revenue | Projected
forwhich figunes ware inailabile™ Impact | revenus
In terare Impact:
Year |Corporate ::-th 2012-13 6,720.0 |68,007.5
feid o] 201314 (577930 | 76,1163

1]

FY14 |1,48,135.1

2014-1% 65,067.2 |62,380.6

FY15 |1,63,620.6 2015-16 76,857.7 | 68,7110
FY16 |1 680730 016-17 B6,144.8 |83,492.0
_FY17 1867206 2017-18 93,6425 | 85,0261
P8 12,08,366.9 201819 (108113 |1,

3 2525400 2019-20 | 04,1098

FY20 (2,02,379.1 |2,81,897.8 ]

Fr2l |2,34,574.0 [3,14,2052 EMRIEINS i R

Fraz |2,51,037.9 |3,50,4158 N1-1 (96,0024 | S4000.0
Fr23 |3,31,347.7 |3,90,6876 202223 - 1,08,3334

FY24 |3,99,758.4 |4,35,587.7 Sum B,22,558.5
Sum ll,liﬁ'l 11,72;!!1 -3, H'L]. ‘Saurce: Budget
Ac Sum of corporate tax actuals for I Reie 2 e Fowrs i ok
FY20 o P24 under estimations
B: Swm of far 7 F¥a3 ware
projections [at a CAGA of 11.5%] vnmvoiiabie

- “ie

US. Mission to Study
Mineral Exploitation

NEW DELHI , Mov. 27.

A ULS. trade mission specialising in mining,
earth-moving and construction equipment
which is described as one of the largest and
most prestigious group of American firms ever
sent out by the 1.5 Department of Commerce,
is arriving in India on December 1 on a two-week
wisit to discuss with the concerned Government
departments, public sector undertakings and
private industrial establishments the
paossibilities of increased American participation
in the exploration and exploitation of the
country’s mineral resources.

Though the idea of sending out such a mission
was initiated earlier and the necessary market
research done well ahead, the size and
composition of the 4-member group
representing some of the top American firms in
this field certainly reflects the new confidence
generated by the Kissinger visit for opening up
fresh vistas of Indis-ULS. economic cooperation.
The idea behind this exercise is that Indian and
LS. officials and businessmen should discuss
together the prospective areas of collaboration
in India and neighbouring countries through
joint ventures. The talks will cover subjects like
licensing procedures, financial arrangements,
supply of money on credit, product-sharing
agreements, repayment in raw material or
semi-finished products, and sub-contracting of
some of the American-built projects in the
region for the utilisation of Indian materials and
personnel in their construction.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 28, 1924

Fierce Tempest in England.
(Reuter’s Agency.)

LONDON, Now, 27,

Tempest has caused terrific havoc throughouwt
the country especially in Southern, Eastern and
central England and partially interrupted
telephonic communications. There has been a
number of casualties. The foreshores of the
south coast have been strewn with wreckage.
Several lifeboats were called out.

The Channel boat “Dieppe” while entering
Mewhaven was lifted by the enormous sea and
lodged on a sandbank. It was refloated after five
hours. A Tug which was proceeding to assist her
smashed against the seawall and foundered. The
crew were rescued by a lifeboat.

Three steamers were lost off Portland, Whithy
and Isle of Man respectively. The ternpest has
worked havoe in England. The wrecks include
the two-thousand tonner steamer "Hartley™.
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Standards ontrade

India must aim to adapt

‘ews reports suggest that India and the United Kingdom (UK) will
resume negotiations on the free-trade agreement (FTA) early next
vear. Both countries have been negotiating to arrive at a mutually
beneficial agreement since 2022, The progress in recent months was
halted owing to elections in both countries. Since India is not a member of major
regional trade agreements, it is crucial to finalise ongoing trade negotiations to
unlock opportunities for market access and global integration. However, as
developments thus far show, all this will not be easy. Several issues will need to
be addressed on both sides. India, for instance, expects increased mobility for
its skilled labour force. The UK, which has a strong services sector, also wants
better acoess to Indian markets besides lower tariffs on a range of goods.

However, the bigger impediments could be issues like environment and
labour standards, which are said to be hlgh on the UK's agenda. Some of these
need tobe alsoin other fonssuch as the FTA with the European
Union (EU). The EU is in the process of implementing the Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM). The idea, according to the EU, is to check “car-
bon leakage™ and would initially apply to products with high carbon intensity
in production such as cement, iron and steel, fertilisers, and aluminium. By
imposing higher tariffs and other costs, the mechanism will essentially affect
the competitiveness of countries like India. The UK is also implementing similar
environmental norms. Therefore, issues like environmental and labour ard
could pose challenges to concluding meaningful FTAs.

Such standards are seen as discriminatory from a developing country’s stand-
point. There are multiple layers to how the global trading systems are evolving
and will create problems for developing countries. The imposition of such stan-
dards at various levels indicates developed countries” inward-looking policies
and mstrlcung |mpons through non-tariff barmriers. The CBAM, arguably, also

the d principle of common but differentiated responsibilities
in addressing climate change. Developed countries, having historically contributed
the most to carbon emissions, now expect developing countries to adhere to
stringent standards, even at the expense of their developmental requirements.

There is also a debate about whether such mechanisms comply with World
Trade Organization (WTO) rules. However, given the WTO's dispute-resolution
mechanism is dysfunctional, such concerns may remain unaddressed. From a
policy perspective, given the evolving global environment, India’s options are
‘worth debating, India should undoubtedty put forward its position in negotiations
to protect its interests. However, this may not be enough. Also, putting retaliatory
tariffs is not an appropriate response and is unlikely to benefit in the long run.
Instead, to be sble to get into trade agreements, India needs to start preparing,.
It was announced in the Budget that the government will do a comprehensive
review of Customs duty rates. Not much is known about the progress and whether
the government is consulting domain experts in the exercise. Lower tariffs will
help India integrate into global value chains, According to estimates, about 70
per cent of global trade happens through value chains. Besides, India should
aim to improve labour and environmental standards, Reducing carbon intensity,
forinstance, is also in Indis’s interests. Given that India’s share in global exports
remains around 2 per cent, it is not ina position to dictate terms. Practically, it
= in India's interests to adapt to the evolving global conditions.

Efficient movement

(ity logistics plans can bring down costs

ncreasing freight movements, including by ecommerce firms, and associated
first- and last-mile journeys contribute to congestion and noise pollution
across Indian cities. To manage urban freight movement and reduce logistics
costs, the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPITT)
has prepared comprehensive City Logistics Plans (CLPs) for major metro cities,
starting with Bengaluru and Delhi. The initiative must be wcl.c:m']m:l asitaims tD
streamline freight and logistics ¢ ingth
associated with vehicular activity, such as congestion and po]lunm ‘while advanc-
ing sustainability gpoals and improving the overall quality of life. It is also in line
with the National Logistics Policy, launched in 2022, which includes support for
the development of city-level logistics plans.

Estimates by the National Council of Applied Economic Research show
that India’s logistics costs ranged from 7.8 to 8.9 per cent of gross domestic
product in 2021-22. Last-mile vehicular movement in cities accounts for 50 per
cent of total logistics costs in the scommerce sector in urban India. Further,
urban freight amounts to 10 per cent of India’s freight-relaved carbon dioxide
emission and is usually the biggest contributor to in-city transport-related nitro-
gen oxides (NOx) and particulate matter {PM) emission. This underscores the
need to implement a systematic plan of action to rein in logistics costs. Japan
and several European countries like Germany and France are pioneers in city
logistics. In this regard, India must adopt global best practices related to efficient
city logistics. These include route optimisation through the use of analytics to
reduce the number of trips and associated costs, improvement in packaging
design and practices to enable higher Ioad factors and hence fewer trips, adopting
multi-use lanes and night-time deliveries to enhance productivity in urban-
freight delivery, and the use of digital platforms for load matching to improve
the quality of the match and reduce empty miles and wasted time.

Studies have shown that moving freight on larger vehicles leads to higher
transport efficiencies and reduction in the emission of carbon dioxide because
larger vehickes can haul the same amount of freight with fewer vehicle-kilometres
travelled. A report by the NITI Asyog suggests that by shifting bulk poods move-
ment to rail, optimising truck use, and using cleaner fuels, India can save 10
gigatonnes of carbon dioxide and reduce cumulative PM and MOx emission by
28 per cent and 35 per cent, respectively, by 2050, However, implementing CLPs
is also fraught with problems. Most Indian cities have only 10-12 per cent of
their land area under roads, almost half the global standard. At the same time,
bringing more land under roads post-development is highly complex and costly.
High human and vehicular density on Indian city roads also results in frequent
restrictions in freight movement, either through time restrictions, vehicular
size limits, and permissible weight of freight carried by transport vehicles. Thus,
the success of CLPs depends critically on state governments and urban Local
‘bodies. It is important to back cities with resources. There is little that local gov-
ermments can achieve without adeguate fiscal support.
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Trump 2.0 and the Aseandilemma

US trade policy may compel Asean economies towards deeperties
with China, despite the heightened vulnerabilities

ILLUSTRATION: BIMAY SINHA

consequences of Donald Trump's return as

President of the US. Among the most talked
about issues is the US trade policy and the likely
Imposition of higher tariffs (potentially up o 60 per
cent) on China. Bilateralism and the violation of mul-
tilateral norma inthe conduct of US trade policy with
Its partners are no longer new. However, a steep and
selective increase in protective tariffs and an inherent
disdain for institutions under Trump 20 is likely to
create particulardy difficult clroum-
stances for Asean economies.

Containment of China has long

been a centreplece of US foreign pol-
kcy. However, the economic aspects
have been more pronounced in the
last twodecades relative wthe dom-
Inance of strategicaspects in the pre-
ceding decades. Propelled by the
spillover implications of the
financial crisis, global trade imbal-
ances, and & growing realisation of
the shift In the centre of gravity of
the world economy to the East,
Barack Obama adopted the US "pivot
to Asia” strategy in 2001 The Trans-
Pacific Parmership (TPF) was its key economic pillar.
The TPPwas envisioned asa high standard, ambitious
trade agreement in accordance with the US liberal
trade policy at the time. Contributing almost 40 per
cent of global gross domestic product (GDEP) and a
third of global trade, the agreement had significant
potential benefits of economic Integration for the 12
member economies in the wider Asia-Pacific region.
Furthermore, the TPP. with its focus on “behind the
border” policies, was designed toensure tral
and protection of intellectwal pmperty nghts labour
rights, and the environment inti
The underlying motlvation for the IPI’ was to limit

T here has been much speculation about the

STRAIGHT
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A

China's chodces to elther joining the

eral approach to broader US reglonal economic
engagement by launchingthe Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework ([PEF) for prosperity in 2022 The M-mem-
bar [PEF has nine mambers from Asean and East Asia
and four key pillars on trade, supply chain resillence,
clean energy, and tax and anticormuption. However,
as It lacks market access and deep liberalisation pro-
visions, the [PEF Is a far weaker instrument compared
to the TPEY CPTPP In setting trade rules and sh:
the regional economic integration architecture. Thus
far, the IPEF members have not been able to finalise a
trade deal, while the agreement onsupply chains that
went into force earlier this year has only Hmited poten-
tlal in terms of ensuring resilience (see my "Limits to
Supply Chain Diversification”, Business Standard,
Nowember 30, 2023).

More importantdy, Trump 2.0 may “"knock-out”
the IPEF as proclaimed by the President-elect during
his campaign. It may also be worth recalling that Mr
Trump’s interest in other Aslan regional fora, such
a5 the East Asla Summit and Asean-US Summit, were
minimal in his earlier term. There is also linle doubt
that the second Trump term will see an intensified
fiocus on “America first” and technology and geopo-
litical competition. This will likely mean a reversion

In U forel, licy, with strategic isswes outweighing

and
ahl.dl.m;trythe higher trade rulevs and In the process
fi d intoam miarket
economny, or be excluded fmm the benefits of the
preferential trade and investment agreement. The
TPPwas concluded and signed in February 2016,
However, in less than a year, with Mr Trump as
the newly elected President, the US formally with-
drew from the TPE. consequently derailing its entry
into force. This was an early indication of US trade
policy priorities under President
Trump — & re-orientation inwards
and the adoption of bilateralism as
the preferred mode of trade negoti-
ations. The TPP pullout also raised
doubts about US interest in and
commitment i Strong engagement
with the broader Asian region and
the pursuit of regional economic
alliances. This shift in US policy was
alsosignificant given the imperative
tocounter an increasingly assertive
Chinaand it= st claims in

TALK

the regional economic institutional engagement.
This would be a big blow to the Asean economies.

In the Chinat+] strategy of multinational corpo-
rations, the Asean economies have emerged as
among the most attractive alternative locations for
global walue chain shifts. In the process though, there
has also been an increase in the intensity of thelr
supply chain linkages with China. Furthermare,
Chinese firms are relocating production in proxmate
Asean economies to avold the higher tariffs imposad
by the US. However, there is & possibility that the
increase in tariffs under Trump 2.0 may not just be
on imports from China but also from Asean
economies If produced by Chinese firms with mini-
mum local value content. This would be a double
whammy for the Asean economies.

As for Japan, its trade and supply chain linkages
are not as dense as those of China with Asean
economies. Additlonally, Chings Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI continues to be important for these
economies in overcoming their eritical infrastructure

the South China Sea.
At this point, Japan displayed
uncharacteristic leadership in Asia

deficits. g pace of implemen-
t dth BRI douh

raised about their commerclal viability, China ks likely

to remain the dominant financier of infrastructure pro-

and convinced th ing 11 members t head

Sirmilarky, Chi

with the trade agreement. thus giving a major impetus
o the agenda of regional economic integration. Jn
ber 2017, the trad,

j;ﬁceof green energy and climate-related develop-
ment finance and investments in the 5

Tio sum up, in the evolving geopolitical contesxe of
much-reduced institutional economic suppon from
the 115 and given the imitations of Japanese economic
ip potentlal, Asean may well face a predica-

as the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans- l"adﬂ.c
Partnership (CPTPP). The CPTPP has created a new
liberal trade archi with am dardsin
areas beyond those mandated by the World Trade
Organization, T ent

ment with the UK. 5 d other coun-

tries have shown interest and some have formally
applied for membership.
President.Joe Biden sought to revive the multilat-

ment of increased linkages with China, even when
that implicitly implies heightened vulnerabilities.

The qutharis sendor fellow, CSEP; professor af econanics,
818, INU, and asthorof Tndia's Trade Pobicy in the 2ist
Century, 2 Jor, 3023, The vi

The welcome shift from rankings to lives

Iksit Bharat is a welcome citizen-oriented

vision that hopefully will reposition our dis-

course about ourselves. It goes beyond the
competitive chest-thumping of world rankings that
has been invogue in government and business these
past few years — explicitly d.eﬁnmgthe goelcfecu

fined to the topof the income pyramid—a reality that
holdstrue even for the famed increase in stock market.
participation.

Wiksit Bharat offers a people-oriented vision thar
ought to transcend this fruitless "edther/or” concep-
tualisatlons. As isthe hallmark of India, many appar-

nomic prosperity in people ppor-
tunitles and a high standard of living for all citizens
(though several press reports have missed this point
and read it the old way of aggregate gross domestic
product and world rank improvement). If read holls-
tically, it shifts the discussion towards building and
utilising the potential of all Indians, rather than being
content with hitting favourable
world rankings by utllising the
paotential of only a small segment.
Our world rankings are, withour
guestion, a stunning schievement
that calls for monumental pride.
However, to declare victory based on
that and say there's not much more
to be done except hold the course
and to dismiss &s naysaying the view
that there are still miles to go before
we sleep, seems monurmentally blink-
ered. if not callous. After the recent
financial quarter ended, a flurry of business confer-
ences were organised with discusslons marked by
this “tyranny of OR" (a phrase used by management
guru C K Prahalad). One section held the view that
the only truth to recognise was performance relative
toothers — the enormows number of gross domestic
product (GDF) dollars added, and how much further
this trajectory of just holding the course would take
us in size and rank. This, its proponents felt, was at
odds with another section that was being "impracti-
cal” in podnting out that a lot of work still needed o
be done because much of the benefit was as yet con-

RAMA BUAPURKAR

ently wy things are all true and equally
noteworthy — the dghtto call victory over our superiy
weorld rankings, the truth that they are valid for aggre-
gate, not per capita metrics, and the imperative that
large numbers of people need to be both upgraded

However, vision statements are the proverbial “well
begun iz half done” J(cminspireu'dunmdlspa.mle
segmel ! 1gulardefinition

make everyone dream the same dreams (or !mnkethe
same dope as we know from boardrooms, where aspl-
1es hallucinations of weak bodies
winning Olympic golds in high jump).

There are palnts in history when vision statements
can caus2 inflection points inth mtry.
Manmohan Singh's vision of reforms with a human
face and the conceptof “Inclusive growth” did change

ratlons

todecent livi o ipped foru
muobility. The beacon it offers Is around what India
ought to be for herselfand for all her
cltizens to improve their lives and
realise thelr potential, not where we
should stand with respect toothers.
It reminds us that the many people
we have are not our burden to
sidestep in the pursuit of economic
growth but are the very purposs of
economic growth and need to be
equipped to be drivers of it too.

Competitive ranking is, of course,
auseful metric for pulling in a larger
shareof global investments in a com-
petitive workd. However, there s no contradiction here.
‘To paraphrase strategy guru Kenbchl Ohmae, the heart
of strategy Is not ghout beating the competitor but
about creating value for the customer and avobding
the competitive battle altogether. So If we achieve the
Wiksit Bharat vision by 2047 marching in that direction.
a little hit every year with broad-based iImprovement
right acrossthe socio-econemic pyramid, the restwill
follow. The world will come to our door. and power
equations will be more balanced.

Granted that vislon statements and high-level
strategies arethe talk that needs the walk of )

the way about ourselves. Hetwhadpeo—
ple's mllbel.ng at the centre when he said, “We will
take the process of development forward and create
new opportunities for the poorand downtrodden peo-
ple to participate in the development process.” What
Is different s that Wiksit Bharat s not offering new
oppartunities for weaker sections &= a special strategy.
It is offering to bulld people’s potential and create
enablers so that the weaker sectlons can have access
to all opportunities that economic growth throws up.

Thegood news is that it s more concrete than slo-
gans of the past, and its picture of what success will
loolk like s mowe Lke an architectural drawing than an
artlst's impression. The worrying news is that the.earhy
execution rollout we are seeing seams to have the gov-
ermment telling the aam janta a kot more of "What
can you do for Viksit Bharat?™ and a lot less of "What
can Viksit Bharat dofor you®”. It seems to want to har-
nessyouth power with the same old tired, poorly func-
tioning educational institutions rather than relmag-
Ining them entirely. The people of India have always
stretched for more rather than sertle for less. That ks
the spirit with which Viksit Eharat has to come to life.

custourer-bused brsiness strategy, and o reearcher
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‘Persistent’ + ‘perfect’ = profitable

BOOK REVIEW

NIVEDITA MOOKERII

52024 draws to a close, with the

number of newly minted uni-

coums (startups valued at $1bil-
lion or above) in the year at only four till
now, here's & book on eamicoms. Well. if
unicoms are getting rare, earnicoms are
‘even mare so. The term refers to prof
Irahle unicorns — almost an oxymMonn.
In the world of startups, that mostly
pride themsalves for fund-raising from
marquee global investors at dizzying val-
uations irrespective of thedr own bottom
line. profitability ks almest & bad word.

Startups, unicorns included, have

been about adventure (misadventure
too), independence (at beast fromthe

o0 oo

outside), pitches (that may or may not
makethecutwithinvestors)and rounds.

whiletakinga plunge intothe lives.of
someafthawell-known founders

ks fof
‘Thewriter's tip: To besuccessful, a
business needstobe “persistent” and the
founderneeds tohave the “perfect”

talked-sboutfocusa and
tryingtobethe "sarth’s most customer-

of fund-raksingindollars. ¥ thisbook. centric company”. Yet Amazon remained
by Dhruy Natht throwgh The Earni: througha unpeofitable foryears. "Famously

all these steps and more to narrate the complimer dmiring narrative, fitable,” as Mr

fourney F the future Bezos hadsaidina
Maukrl.com, Zerodha, Dreamil andZoho. | generationofstartups Somecritical BRCinterviewhack

Weaving the storiestogether istheir analysis mayhaveadded another in2000.

ability tomake profit inauniverse that
has foryears belleved in abusi

dimensiontothebook. Inhis

ofpllingup losses and extravagant

|, Mr Nathsays, “There's

SOMEL hat I must

MrNath hasmade
“persistent business"
merfactartimde”

three of the com|

spending, Through interactions with the tellyou™ Hegmsmms&;thumof hiscentral podnts to

protagonists, including the founders of these founderswas chasing valuations. llustratethe success

thesecompanies, Mr Nath,aprofessoran | Instead, theywerechasingthedr ofthe four startups

angel investor and amentor, hastriedto businesses. “Andbecauseofthis, their that he'swrittenabot.

bust the myththat profit and businesses did well andvaluationswent le.each letter

entreprensurshipcontradict each other. uptounicomlevels,” hesays. of "persistent” and

But, the author, who has written onstart- ‘Gaod polnt, but thewriter must “perfect” denotes something. Inthe casa

upsearlier aswell and is familiarwith pp lpwouldbetoughto finda Pstands for problem

lhelllnnmmm'kings out that found Is {solving), E for eaming moded, Rk for rsks,
sed in the ‘hasi ratharthar b[urslzeufthemrke(andsann Asfor

hankarepnvmellm]tedemjtl.egandthmr A]su n‘spnsslb]e tha\au il perfect, P Efor

detalled financialc fully focused elhicsl karrEpm‘sihleetceu‘. “Tm

the publicdemain. Info Edge, which aretyofreasons. Take m youthatall

owns the Naukriportal, is Hsted. The Amazon. Founderofthe e-c 1l as allthe founders|in

readerwould dowell o keep thatinmind major, Jeff Bezos, isknown for the much- this book] fix perfectly intothese

it nding, of course, thetralts.
ofeach letterin those two woeds.
Such “howtode” advicethroughthe
book has been peppemdm lth vol.cesuf

W .

views on access to easy
money: “Fun a frugal business; if you
have toomuch money sloshing around,
youget intobad habit=" And caught in
the game ofskill versus game of chance
battle, Harsh.Jain of Dream1l recalls his
farnous £2 crore loan from his father (2
prominent businessman) tostarta

he four
lnterestlngthlng_
Nithin Kamathof
#arodha talksah

THE EARNICORNS:
erizmhale

i huw he weas left with only
1.5]akh within two weeks, When he
‘went back to his father for another 8
‘crore, he got it with ample help from his

his decision to mother. About five years after this,
refuseventure thingsstarted moving st Dream1land it
capitalist money. ‘wastime for funding. "Our investors
"Wetooka ‘were truly hands on... They spent time
consclous decisl withus and guided u: b

nottotake money
from VCs... onceyou
take money from
these guys, they get
imvodved in running the business.. You

Vani [Kolal." Harsh Jain isquoted inthe
book & saying, “You mustbuilda
lifelong business, What wecall dhandha
Inour Marwari business Farnilies.”

The wdtetdms!lml]sﬂtiesbemeen

need to take quick decisl drun the fouruni the

and you can'tdo that ifyou have o walt lmpnrtancenfbmngpmﬁtsb]e.madme

forsomeone else's approval every time."” ‘when quickc af
Sridhar Vemnbu of Zoho, while also withmany nd

shunnlng\c‘cmum)'.hasthlsw would-beunicornsin the race toout-do

say:"When you tak wding, hother in making superfast

you bose your freedom... deliveries, The Earnicorns couldbea

"Infact,
Sanjeev Blkhchandaniof Info Edge

useful reference point.
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Unrest over MSP

Legal cover for minimum support prices is illogical, but
the govt must find a mid-way to boost farmer income

GRARIAN DISTRESS CONTINUES to stalk the land as farm-
ers under the banner of the Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM)
(apolitical) who have been staging a protest on the Punjab-
Haryana border since February plan to march to the natlon's
capital from December 6.Asenior leaderof another group hasalso decided
to fast unto death. Farmer demands vary but the main one — similar to
theiryear-longagitation four years ago — is fora legal guarantee for min-
Inum support prices (MSPs) for 23 erops to shore up their incomes, The
farmers are restive as cultivation at the margin is getting increasingly
unviable due to mtllurlnputs They are exposed to the vagaries of cli-
tec her, Farming thus Is hugeand
Ing risks but ylelds meagre incomes. While :helrcnstuo’f]m:lductlnnhm
steadily risen, the prices paid to them have steadily fallen or at best stag-
nated. In other words, the terms oftrn.de have deteriorated against agri-
culture, suttlngup a th tryulde and town.

The SKM's decision to fyits ag IFits main d d s not
addressed resonates with theinterim report of a Supreme Court-appointed
committee headed by [ustice [rutlmdfmawab Singh. This five-member
committee — which was tasked with addressing various demands of the
prutuutlnq farmers on the Punlnb Haryana border — recommended seri-

of theird d for alegal sanctity to the MSP regime.

These farmers are from a region which was the biggest beneficlary of the

Green Revolution since the late 19605, and which mace the country self-

sufficient in wheat and rice as the government provided high-ylelding

seeds and fertilisers, MSPs were announced and the Food Corporation of

Indlaboughtwhatmrl'nrmerspmducud TI'M.":-I aremuch reherthan thelr

sintherestofth onlarger farms, The

Green Revolution, however, left huhlru.‘l a legacy ufutngnnllon inylelds,

rowing debt burden, unsustal apping Jand

tal degradation, Accordingly, the report advocated wa]uatlng the legal
guarantee for MSPs to restore confldence among farmers,

The tenacity of farmer demands that the MSP regime be legally guar-
anteed inwriting isa red line for any government regardless of its politi-
cal complexion. There is no way that this demand can be conceded as it
entails a huge fiscal cost, MSPs introduce a cost-plus determination to
prices that is inflationary over the short term, They don't insulate farm-
ers from continuing mnrlﬂ:t fallures,volatility of prices, and sudden sup-
ply gluts, esy Iy when bumper harvests are the
newnormal unlike lheemnfl'oorlucamltylnthe 1960s. For such Teasons,
the government must meet with the farmers to assure them of equally
efficacious means to shore up thelr incomes like deficiency price pay-
ment (DPF)and higher direct income support,

PP comy e f; thediff k the MSPs
cropsand thelemandi price if the latter rule at lower levels and donot entail
physical procurement. The feaslNIItyumelngltwt nationally by cultlng

autpolitically di dirscth
into the bank accounts of the I'a:meru must beaurbwsly explored, ng:her
direct | port Lsalso p bleasitlsnon yand inelu-
siveinr I ity ok of agquasi Ik Iy The

agitating assoclations should also see reason but the intensifying farmer
unrest underscores the complexity of ensuring cheap food production
togetherwith decent incomaes for those who till the land,

Buffett's life advice may be
more valuable than portfolio

ON MONDAY, WARREM Buffett announced that he was donating more than §1
billion kn Berkshire Hathaway Inc. shares to four family foundations — a contin
uation of his commitment to give away the vast majority of his wealth to charity
rather than pass It on to his family,

‘With the announcement, Buffett put out a memo that was less about the
nuts and bolts of the donation than the importance of getting your affairs in
order at the end of your life. Close readers of Buffett know that this s his MO,
Helow the surface, hls musings are often steeped with advice about leadership
and management.

oA el I—

SAW NOTHING but denlal ln my

recent post-US electlon tour af

Asla, with stops In Hong Kong,

Shenzhen, Beljing, and Singa

pore, Taking a cue from surging
global equity markets, Asians are mak
Ing every effort to wish away problems
athome and abroad,

Nowhere bs this more evident than
InChina. President X1 Jinping has long
stressed his preference for the "good
stories of China® (e by 328 E175). Amid
the most serlous Chinese economic
slowdown since the 19708, govern
ment attempts to put a positive spin
(biely/30ekydR) on the country's
outloak have Intensified. An lmprove:
ment In equlty-market sentiment
lbir..fyr’-rﬂ&}faﬂr by Octaber &, the
CS1300was 35% above Its lowon Sep.
tember 13 — was the firat talking palnt
In all my discusslons, Never mind that
this rebound, which has since partly
reversed,is purely the product of state
Intervention,

Equity markets, of course, are noto
rlous for sending false signals, That is
certalnly true of bear markets, which
Nobel laureate  economist  Paul
Samuelson  famously  quipped
(Bt fyf 3 BeE [P predicted "nine of the
last five [US] recessions”. It was also the
case with Japan's infamous dead-cat
hmm:ca (i dyf4 Scaxif): the NIkI:cI
215 d thmes by an L

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM
® INDO-PACIFIC AND G7

Union external affairs minister § Jaishankar

Inan era of collaborative endeavours, the
Indo-Pacific will require practical solutions,

nimble diplomacy, greater adjustment, and more

© REALITY BITES
THERE 1S MORE TO ASIAN DENIALTHAN CHINA'S UNWILLINGNESS TO ADMIT THE SEVERITY OF ITS PROBLEMS

Asia in denial

STEPHEN S ROACH

Faculty mesniar st Yale University and formar
chairman of Morgan Stanley Asia

country's mounting debt, the first
whiffs of deflation, and headwinds
arksing from weak productivity and an
agelng workforee. When | palnted out
that these were classic characteristics
of Japan's balance-sheet recession
(it lyf AR SpP7), the same offlclal was
quick to reject that possibility.

1 did not mentlon the warnlng.
bssued in May 2016 by an*auth

shock should President-elect Donald
Trump deliver on his campalgn
promise to ralse US tariffs by as much
as 20% on all Imports and 60% on
impaorts from China,a promise he has
since relterated (e 28 35af).

The consensus view In Asla s that
Trump Is bluffing to secure an early
deal, After all, he took a almilar
b to his first tarlif war with

Chinese person” (el 44 A5 CE N) on the
front page of People's

China in 2018 19, eulm inating with

——— ¢ {l]-fated "phase one”

Dadly, the officlal state teade deal of 2020

n, that China could M:::;r‘p;::;“;p (e b/t Do CER). Glven its
fall into a Japanese-like weakened  economy,
quagmire, Nordid [ bring  another high-profile  many believe that the
up Premier Wen [labao’s tocuta Chingse go wil
presclent 2007 descrip be even more compliant
thon (Bitly/dg0MED) of quk deal once today than it was back
the Chinese economy as again — or at then, Asla Is abuzz with
“unstable, unbalanced, least begin the talk of an carly 2025
uncoordinated, and  process that might  summit between Trump
unsustalnable”. Despite lead to one and Xi that could set the

making these polnts
P dly In China over

340 on tsway toa cumulative decling
of 66% between December 1989 and
September 1998, Nevertheless, the
Chinese are clinglng to recent stock
market gaing as proof that the latest
stimulus plan will prompt a robust
economic recovery,

The Japan comparison hits a raw
nerve In China. | had a particularly
frustrating discussion with a senlor
Chinese regulator who admitted to

the years, | chose to bite my tongue on
this occasion. Perhaps | was still smart.
Ing over having been silenced at the
China Development Forum
wu WIBIQOIW) Hl‘lll.‘l‘ this year by
organisers interested only In good sto
rbes of China,

But there is far more to this latest
wave of Aslan denlal than China’s
unwillingness to admit the severlty of
lu |:rnhlnmn. I'was particularly struck

belng d about sharp decll
In property and equity markets, the

by lon to lgnore the adverse
consequences of a potnmial trade

stage for another US
China deal,

This recalls what played out In
2017, Back then, Trump and X met for
two glitzy summits, featuring lavish
dinners at Mar-a-Lago (bity/ 329/ 7L)
and In Beljing (el 9akSINF). Trump,
especially enraptured by the historle
surroundings of the Fnrblﬂdnn City,

open conversations, The G7 can be one such partner

process that might lead to one,

Memaories are evidently short in
Asla. When Trump and Xi were
exchanging toasts in Beljing, then-US
Trade Representative  Robert
Lighthizer was hard at work preparin,
aSectlon 301 report [ﬁfr.b‘ﬂrrmumh?
on unfalr Chinese trading practices
that would become the template for
Trump's tarlff agenda in 2018-19,
Desplte all the fanfare, the 2017
summits were quickly followed by
a teade war that Is still raging today

not exactly the outcome that deal
fixated optimists in Asla seem to be
Imagining.

Denlal was also much on display In
Hong Kong, It had been nine months
sinee I wrote my controverslal artlcle
iy f1 2 ff) In the Finascial Times,
titled "1t pains me to say Hong Keng
s over™.  With the rebound
(et 3AVRENC) I the Hang Seng mir
roring that of the CS1 300, 1 was repeat
wdly asked if 1 had changed my mind,
When | expressed my continued con
cerns about the three Issues cited in
my February artlcle — the tight links
between Hong Keng and the weak Chi
nese economy, the crossfire of the
Sino-American conflict, and a darken
Ing pelitical ellmate In the aftermath
of the 2019 demonstrations — my
polite hosts rolled thelreyes, One went
50 far as to give me a red baseball cap
emblazoned with “Make Hong Keng
Gireat Agaln®

I have leng embraced a quasi-psy
chologl:.\l framawork bn my diagnosksof

China rlvalry asbearing the clas
sle hallmarks of codependency. My psy
chnlogls: Er!nnds also remind me of

turned o Xiwith b
and sald (bt g 32 Y), "My feeling
toward you ls an incredibly warm one.”
Many expect them to selze on another
high-profile moment to cut a quick
deal once agaln — arat least begin the

hat { during
my most recent visit toAsla: denlal ls the
most powerful of all human defences.

Copyright: Profect Syndicate, 2024,
s project-spndicate.ong

Checks and balances on RBI’s powers

VIRAL MEHTA

Laad: Private Equity and Financial Services Regulatary,
Hishith Desal Asseciates

Its crackdown on NBFCs begs revisiting FSLRC's
suggested changes to the RBI Act and creation of an
appellate authority for the entire financial system

THE RECENT CRACKDOWN hy the

sactor regulator — the Securlties and

Reserye Bank of India (RE1) on four non

banking financlal companies (NBFCs)
has sent shockwaves through the NEFC
Industry. Last month, clting material
supervisory concerns, the RBI ordered
these micrafinance companles to stop
sanctloning and disbursing new loans,
brelnging thelr business to a sudden hal
and only allowing them to service exlst

But at 94, Buffett Iaclmlylhlniuna aboit his mortality
“father time always wins". More than ever, he seems determined to |:.|smn not
Just lessons aboutwhat makes a good investmaent but what makes a good life. Here
aremy ralwmy-:
Don't Losl bahbes) Ruffort ih 2ln
ks memno that he does not belleve in dynastic wealth."Parents should leave thelr
children enough so they can do anything but not enough that they can do noth
Ing," he weltes. Two out of his three kids are on Berlshine's board, but none are in
management — narwill any of them ever become CEQ,

Board of

reglstratlon or cancellation of reglstra
tlon of NBFCs, In all other cases, an

The 5 les and Excl Hoard of
Inclia Act, 1992 (Sebl Act), empowen the
ulat the lnvesting public,
Teg - OI‘LIOMGCI e rlllﬂlill‘lﬁplt,m'

develop It In general, Its enforcement
powers range from prosecutions to pro.
hiblting access to the capltal markets,
However, there are two Important

I Thisdeastlestepealsesan  guardralls that the Sebl Act places an the
lmpnrlanl kssue rel.\llng to the checks regulator's authority: First, it mandates
and bal tha REL's | reg- Sebitoconduct aninguiry, gl Pl

ulating NEFCs,

The REI was established after the
enactment of the Reserve Bank of India
Act, 1934 (RBILAct), The REIACt empow
ers the central bank with broad author
l:y w mgulm all anpects of NBFCs,

Contrast i
Inother parts of the businessworld asa generational shift in
power takes place at family-run companies, (For those not
fluent in internet-speak, a ne po baby Is someone whose
career benefits from the wealth or connections of success
ful parents) The result often bs Infighting, a Ly Estée Lauder
Cos, and News Corp, o a tendency to put the wrong person
In charge (Tyson Foods), Tasking your children with giving
away massive sums of a family's wealth eather than accu
mulating more of It seems ke a healthlerway to live,

BETH

hld thy
RBLAct{and the directlons lssued under
It} to be plete code that 1!

Tt d party's recourse would be to
file a wrlt petition challenging the
action taken by the RBL

Notlelng this regulatory g.\pln thc
RBILAct, the Financlal Sector Leg

cases and the generation of a stream
lined body of case law relating to MBFCs,
Third, the Sebl Act contalns provislons
relating to other measures that Sebl
could take, such as disgorgement or pay
ment of money under consent proceed
Ings. h under the

Reforms Commisslon (FSLRC), set up by
the gevernment in 2011 te harnm«lne
financlal sector laws,

amblmftlmull.nuwlllmlp detererrant
WBFC behaviour. Jtwill also e mpower the
RBI with addi I tools that it can

changes to the RELAzt o Include cortaln
requirernents related to natural justice.
The FSLRC also suggested the creatlon
of a Financlal Sector Appellate Tribunal

mmrmral‘rmheir:qul;}'. — | SAT) that would be an

the entire life cycle of an NBFC from its
Ineeption te its winding up.

The primary reason for the RBI's all
encompassing oversight on NBFCs s the
prudentlal rlak that they pose In provid
Ing finance to borrowers. Moreaver, they
posea Iurmrxyxtemlc rlsk, ghven thelr

dgeyolir Buffett
self-effs d I eitsh ithhis
ood luck than he does with his genlus, He writes that his

KOWITT

on bank eredit to grow thele
loan boak. Hence, the RE's regulatory
oversight on NBFCs Is et enly necessary
but also essentlal to ensure consumer

Bloombarg lucky streals “began n 1930 with my birth In the United
rlrlinglhal y iy male
status, very early on | had confid hat | e rich”

This mentality — that his lot in life has had an outsized impact on his prosper
Ity — Is what's motivated him to pass along his wealth *to others who were given
averyshort straw at birth" It likely has also prevented alot of hubrls and the kind
of unforced errors tlun:an comewith it

the future, Buifettsays that every par
cn:ahnuld have thelrchildren read thelrwill L explain wh}llhwnude:emln el
slons, and adopt thelr feedback when it makes sense.” Inwnun}' families driven
apart after the posth: dictates of the wlllleh" il Fused and
menmnnngrr.‘hnwrlm Lals dherea wealthy parent's
will that was l'ully dlscussed heforndn:h helpc:llhn famlly become closer
Huffett has wu.u h at Berkshire, where
his tran dalotof drama.As P've before,a CEO hand
offshould hewltlmummmy and as borlng as possible, The same goes forawill,
Live below your means. Eu!falt hu!ong eutollod rha magle nF:m‘nmund

Ing, describing It as aki dand mass,
In his memo, hewrltes :hat themal mmﬂ'mmeslnlheﬂnal myv.m nfllfa The
mousl the sarme hoase ghtin 1958
hualﬁancda huge amount of savings, oras he dubs lT unltmrdcﬁnmd con
sumption”. That's allowed the snowball to gr blgger, maore
money for him to give away,

d of them. That's what Buffett does at the end of his

leteer, No notes,

and the develop of a
hd-\llll}‘ credlt system. The question |s
whether there are adequate guardrails
an the REV's authorlty to prevent regu
latary overreach. To answer this ques
tion, let's look ata comparable financlal

and provide a reasoned appellate authorlty for the
order lnwriting Second, the To assuage fears entlre financlal system.
Act contalns  statutory  Sboutregulatory T FSAT would subsume
appeal provisions thatentl-  overreach, the RBI  the SAT and not only hear
tle any person aggriceved appeals from Sebi and
!inl:l? lleclxln«% fAle aMn and the four NBFCs p al's orders, but those
Ib theSecurities  ©an work together ;.04 by the REI too,
AppellateTribunal (SAT) fol to bring a swift Consldering the recent
lowed by a statutory appeal reversal of the developments, the time Is
before the Supreme Court, orders against them rlpe o rwl-lt tlhc FSLRC's

for

ermploy,other than puttinga blanket ban
on NBFCs,

The RBI's recent erackdown came In
the wake of helghtened scruting on con
cerns about pessible non-compliance
with some critlcal NBFC requirements, To
that extent, the RBI can argue that the
NBFCs had been forewarned; however,
taking such drastic measures that could
have dire consequences for the direct]
affected parthes came as a surprise to all
the stakeholders concerned, To assuage
fiears about regulatory overreach, the REL
and the four NEFCs can workmgﬂherm

thear
them. hel, itwillbeln

The Insurance Act, 1938,
also provides for a similar
appeal against the Insurance Regulatory
and Ihw:lnpment Authority of Indla

three reasons. First, the
Incorperation of statutory procedures
und remedies in the RELAct, similar to

(Ricdal), anather finar

In practice, the RBI does :omapnnd
with NBFCs and provides them with an
apportunity to respond before passing
an adverse order, However, unlike the
Sebl dct, the RELAct does not codify the
requirements related to natural Ilusn:c.

Ined i the Sebl Act, will lead
:ogmmlmlcmalmynrnhnuppma:h

the interest of all stakeholders to mple
ment the FSLRC's recommendations,
which will provide further legitimacy to
the REI'S consimer protectbon miasies
.md hclp l'oster.m nmdmnmnn: of cer

that the REIwould b tisd o take
before passing an adverse order, Such a
measure will en.\hle NE]*C: 10 reassure

befoee providing capital s pot. Second,

The only cases where It
right of hearing or appeal are those
dealing with rejection of application for

THE EDITOR

Adani’s downfall?

It v rains but it pours: this adage
apphes perfectly to Gautam Adani and
hiis group's companles. The sdverss
affects of the Hindenburg report ware
Just beginning to wane whan the
group was hit by allegations of bribery
from the US department of justice and
the US Securities and Exchange
Cammissicn, Mow, credit rating
mgencies Moody's and Finch have
downgraded their outhook for bonds

af the group firms, making credit
harder and more expensive,
Banglacesh is reviewing its pewer
purchasing agreements and Kenya
and Migiria are Bprassing
reservations. To add to the

he of the FSATwill pro
videa statutory right of appeal te NBFCs,
thereby leading to speedier disposal of

EV road map in India

Apropos of "Charging the EV
ravolution” (FE, November 27),
davel i

frastructure is 3

lhmrlmlmm:umN BFCs,

Coathored with Pavina
Muchihala, meniber, MEA and Privase
Exuity, Nishith Desa Associates

Views are personal

Manufacturing of Ebectric Viehicles 1|
scheme, allocates funds for setting up
:Ml\q-\g-nkutru:tur neluding fast
:Ml\q-\g carridars with prascribed

A VUt AUMBbEr

1t for flowrishing

this Anclhra Praclash gavarnmant is
lely to snap the power deal with the
group, Unless the charges are cleared
as warly as possible, Gautam Adani

and his group's expansion plans
are gaing to be hit badly,
~=anthony Henrigues, Maharashtra

Ky
alactric vahicle (EV) market in india,
Country-wide creation of charging
Infrastrecture bath in rural and urban
areas, ensuring easy access with
battery-swaping facilities, will attract
maore EY buyers. The govermnmaent,
uncler the Faster Adoption and

of charging stations must be created,
and thay must follow protacols and
have unintarrupted power supply,
Though it is a slow process, it will gain
mamentum with greater swareness,
~—NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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Govt, Opp. should desist
from strangling Houses

t mppears that some kind of a sinister script his boon holding sway aver
the procecdings in both Houses of Padinment in the Winter Ssasion, Lk
several preceding sessions, which ensures that no meaningful discus-
alon or transsction takes place in what ks called of tempbe of domocrsey
Hath thit Oppoaltion and the Treasury benchos may have thelr reason for
ngltating in the House and for adjourning it but the fact is that the people of
the country are deprived of the benafits that will accrue to them when
Par] Ilnmu-n: conucts the I:unlm-ﬂnm It Is meant to conduct
The € and the for m.ulum af u Jolnt par-
liamentary committes o I:nmﬁlunm the allegations of corraption nvelving
the Munl:n\run nrul. n-'vnrul state ”m.mnmmtu ralated to powar purchises,
Thi I when the US I.L prtisent of jus-
tice and the US "h\ u: it and Exchange Commbssion initited legal pro-
\“Iﬂim{uunnﬂ Ihn{mnlr The: LIS may have its own politieal and seonormie
Fationake spart from imato lopal conoerns about the business practices of
n Indlan corporate which has ralsed money from the US Investors: but for
Inelbans, the allegations pectain to shady deals for which eedinaey Indinns
will have to pay.

The Opposition
mm:m.m
since all those who

M“u;b&mmm
“Iullnh

It I8 Incurbent upan the Opposttlon to ralse the
L I Prclinment and forcs the government to
o the follow-up on the allegations, Adjowrnment
maotlons are often declded by the Chalr after seek-
Lrag tha opinton of the government, and hones the
government, which often inslsts that it s willing
to discuss each and every issue that concerns the
country, musi acquiesce o the Opposition
demand and answer questions on the lssoe
Irstead of runming oway from it

The Opposition definitely has a case since all
those who have been arvalgned in the US are per-
celved to e close to the ruling establishment in
India, However, stalling the Parlisment for the
formation of a jolnt parlinmentary commitee &
unibleely to be productive; theve are o number of examples, incloding the last
one on the wagh amendment bill, to prove the futility of the mechanism,

Freom tha i the Adand deals have all the ngredients

proceedings for a J
is unlikely to produce
results.

rmation avallable,
needed for the Central Bureau of lnvestigation (CBI) w0 nstitute an inguiry
under the Prevention of Corruption Act. The Enforcoment Divectorte can
also start a parallel investigation to find out i the deals invalve laandering
af moniy, Sinee all the players Whn ar poasibly culpable unde lndian laws
are Indians and available in Indla, the Central agencies can launch the
R ncess, The Opposition should take politieal and legnl stps for ensuring a

Al l‘lﬂln.ml eriminal investigation into the deal nstend of stalling the pro-
coudings of the Houses,

While 1t may el I.ulmu pyerhie victory in the seclal disruption of Parlinment,
the Oppoaltion is in fact dolng itself a disseryice and the government a fivour
by disallowlng even the seope for a discusslon theve. The government which
commands o bare majority in o the House cannot steamroll the
Opposithon bn the way 1t had last tme, The Opposition must now vise to de
higher expeetations the people have bestowed on it and bold the government
necountable in Parllament,

PAN 2.0: Long-awaited upgrade

e Central government's approval for the income tax department's

I Permanent Account Number (PAN) 20 Project s a Jong-awnited

upgrade for o card that has been in use for decades. The 10-digit

alphanumeric number for lneome tax assesses, which was introduced in

1972 as an optional number, was made mandatory for all ineome tax pay-
s in 1676, Bvar sinee, the PAN eard has not ehanged much,

With an existing PAN database of 78 crore PANS, the PAN 2.0 project
addresses the requirements of txpayers, focusing on consolidation of mul-
thphe portals and sfficient services to PAN holde

Currently, PAN-rolated services are Imm uﬂuml to prople through
three different portals — the e-filing portal, UTIITSL portal and Protean o
Gow portal. Through the PAN 2.0 project, all PAN and TAN related services
will be hosted on w single unifled portal of the Income tax department,

The unified portal will also hmtl all end-to-end services related 1o PAN
and TAN, like allotment, uI n#. correcthon, online PAN valldation
LOPV), know your AL AADHAAR-PAN linking, verify your PAN, request
for e-PAN and request for reprint of PAN card,

Agpart from Integration of platforms, the income tax department will also
awitch to mmul.ﬂuly |>u||>1-a loas processes for applying for a PAN card, The
lssue of PAN cards will get fuster and they will be !wuhu ted through
enhaneed socurity monsures, Including o PAN data v

Under the new nu:fml m contealised mechanism for rumlvlnumu- Lasue of
duplicitis wmnh mlnimbae the instances of one person holding moere than
ane PAN, which will improve tax administeation in the mun::r{

While l"uu mew PAN card will hve o QE code, the ineome tax department
T elarifiod that the older PAN cards will continue to be valkd which is a
groat relbef for muu]u, However, they will have an option to apply for a new
eard with o QR code now,

THE ASIAN AGE
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Naga peace talks: Untying
the knot might be difficult

WLy Reven
vars after o land-
mirk ceasefire,
i 800 rounds of
negotiations
later, the peace talks
Latween th rebel Nalkmnl
Soclalist  Council
Nawum! (R Mulvnh]
NSCN(IM), and  the
{uwumn:m: of rnv!ln bins
venched m mear tpplng
paint, The N!MNH Lk
the first Nogn Insurgent
group  Naga  National
Council (NNC), took up
arms o achiove o sover
g MNaga  homeland,
Later, in course of the nego-
thatlans with New Delhi
that began after the August
1, 1967 truce, the NSCNl-
M) obvlously agreed 1o
vanch a soluthon within the
framework of the Dndlan
Cantitution
Hawervier, lhnn-lml autfit
always add b owould oot
compramise on its dignity
andl Bomour and wanted a
saparate flag and constit-
thons (Yezhaba) for the

i km-ftlnu i o
saykng nothing conerete an
thess two demands of the
NSCN-M), which the aut-
{1t, kn courss af thee, come
to enll i8 core issue”, the
Covernment of ndla final-
Ly minddl o to i separate Aag
and constitution for the
Nagas, Two senlor Noga
palltical leaders that (his
writer spoke to In recent
woeks quoted Unlan home
minister Amit Shal as gay-
g thit the Centre canns
concide any af these two
dbemands of ther NSCR(-M),
Former  Nagaland  chief
e dater 8.C. Jamndr quitid
Amibt Shah s saylng Ihul
Indin was n soverelgn
vitlen whare thets 4|I‘l it
only e fag, one Cons
stitution and one Prime
Minlster, Nagnland doputy
chiel minkster TR, Zelling,
wha et Mr Shih earlier
this month aleng with chlef
il dater Nefplin Rio and
the other deguty chiel min-
kster ¥, Pattan, abso quoted
the Unbon home minkster
a8 saylng on stmilar lnes
a8 stated by Mr Jambr.

A day after S.C. Jamir,
algo a former governor,
et My Shah in Bew Delhi,

thie NSCNILM) made the
mmost belligerent statemint
b recent yones, fhrvaben:
kg fo resume 8 armed
strugile and resart toa vio-
lont  armed  resistance
againgt Indin in ordee to
defend, whnt it calls, the
uniue history and sover-
eign existence of “Nags
Lim™, oo a Nay humﬂ.un:l
I fenigthy fve-page state:
mment lsaued uu warnber
7 by NSCN(I-M) genernl
socretary  Thulngaleng
Mubvah. who b8 also the
Ao Khlonser, ar "prime
minister”, the NSCH(-M)
lender sald that the Gov-
ervrnent of Indla miy now
kmpose o political agree
et thit will not respect
and honour the Framme-
wink b Agrisemiend of Avigist
A, 15 In better and splrit,
Thee  Framework  Agree-
ment wis slgned by the
Ciovernment of India and
e NECNO-M) mimidd miuch
fanfare and the coremony
took place 10 presmos of
Prime Minkster Narendra
Modi and Mr Mulvad and
was supposed to be the
Lusks on which the final
Nagn pence socord wis 1o
b reachid,

Ii {8 most direct con-
frantation with New Dalhi
aver since the 1967 conse-
Fire, thie NSCN{L-M) general
ll:nrlnl[y ALl Illul M there
were to be any violent face-
off between Indin and what
b ealled “MNagalim", it
otk be oa account of ot
T oiarekny the 25

Delhi s In no position to
grant concessions on

Mlhlm
flag anywhere else..,

tan to enstiee thit the 2015
Framewark Agreement
honaured in letter and 5 rlr
it by the authoritles. 3
Mufvah also said that L1
sucly o politieal Initiative
wins rejected by the Centre,
st NSCR(-M} will restirme
a vholent armed redlstance
to protect what he called
“hagnlim" - soversigney,
freecioon and its wnlque his-
tory, Chearly, this can be
soen as o threat by the
MECNM) 1o call off the
ceaselire that his succeed-
ml. Ln halding an for the

"Hm Klﬁt CNCEM)  threat
and New Dellid' I!'!I 1 st
against o separnte Aag and
constitution has braught
the Nagn pence process
back to aquare one, After
all, following the sceapplng
of Artlcle 570 and the dras-
te changes that Jammu &
Enshmir has seen, New
Diellsl {8 in no position o

M CONCERAKING O1y YT
bals like a separate flag
anywhere else in the coun-
try,  Severnl  questions
arise: i the deadlock with
the NSCNCIM) cannat be
braken, will the Govern-
et af Indla go ahead and
slgn o pesce agreement
with the conglomerate of
o NECN(-M) rebel
Eroups that goes umhu :h.-
umbrelly called the
Matlanal Palitical hmt hl
or  NMPGa?  Like I|
N!M N(I-M) which slgned

Framewa 3
Mr Mulvah, {1 his state:
mment, anee pgiin made it
clear, that an honcarable
political  settlement  can
only be expected i the
Ciovernment ka aifl:
and
i Kl\\ll\l?}ﬂ
constitution for
“Nagalim” b any political
u.ﬁwmum 1hit iy Eorm,
:m:llhunllsﬁ the
NSCN(IM) genernl secre-
tary also sald that his
wroup would ke to pro-
fose i third party interven-

ih i, the Nmiﬁn Algned
what ks called the Agreed
Prosithons bn 2007, Now, the
MNPG i of the oplnbon that
talks with the Government
of ndla, ns fur o the group
ks comonrned, are over and
that it 1s veady to sim a
peace mocord, But the big
question |s whether o Naga
peace nocard slgnad with-

out o key stakeholder ke
Ilm NSCN{I-M) can bring
mllmf peace in the Naga
arens becwuse soclety there
ks divlded with sections ba-

threat and

ching the NSCN(I-M) and
athers backing the NNPG.
Again, e question to be
asked ln |:|l what strength
Is the NILM) leader
ihrmlmluu 1o take up
arms and resume what he
called the “armed rvesis
fance™ Does It mean tsat
the NSCN(LM) hns besn
preparing e wage an
amulul atriggle again mﬁ:\
while ¢ ng in o dia-
logue w.:“r huw Delhi? Ia it
passible that the NSCNil-
) may have already sent
aff a akzaahls bateh of Aght-
ul! Initijudm 1o e bt
eready In case the talks
!‘nll" Is 1t llk«lT that the
INSCN{I-M)Tsas the bacldng
of ehements In Mysmar
and Ching, th twe nations
whare bts eadivn hid an
wady acoens in the past? OF
course, there are poople
wha waould simply like to
elieve that after belng ina
comfort zone as normsal
clvillans for close o three
discaden, It wold be diffl-
cull for the NSCN(I-M)
leadership o order s
cadres back to the jungles,
What could the  Naga
ﬁ“"' faeilitntors do now?
‘ell, the I:lmT-u: Enciltator
Is the Nagaland povern-
ment headed by chief min-
Ister Rio, I fict, there 18 an
Oppesition-less — govern-
ment in Nagaland for quite
some thme now and the
ldea of not having any
Opposition {8 1o feliae
ha Nugga peacs process a8
ane vobee, The Nagaland
government has sel up a
palitical affalrs commiter
an the Magn dssue and this
committee  has  recom:
mended appolntment of a
new inderlocutor at the
palitical level, possibly a
Union minister. Earlier
his month, My o and his
team onee agakn placed this
demand before Amit Shah
durkng thelr meetlng in
New Delhl, Bt the Unban
T minister appavently
tokd Team Hio 1o tell the
NSCN(IM) o reconsider
It demand for & separate
flag and constitution. The
Nagn b, In this back-
drop, will most certalnly
cantinue.

Hussadn, author

LETTERS

CLIMATE REVOLT

At COP29 in Baku,
Azerbaljan, India firmly
rejected the proposed cli-
mate finance commitment
of $300 billion annually by
2035, deeming it inade-
quate to address the criti-
cal needs of developing
nations disproportionately
impacted by climate
change. Representing the
Global South, India’s nego-
tiator, Chandni Raina, criti-
clsed developed countries
for falling to uphold the
principle of equity and for
attempting to transfer the
financlal burden onto less-
resourced nations. She
emphasised that the pro-
posed funding falls signifi-
cantly short of what s
required for effective miti-
gation and adaptation
efforts.
Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand

IPL RICHES

VAIBHAV SURYAVANSHI, o 1-year-
ald from Bihar, hos grabbed o ot of
medla ptteation by landing a contract
af 214 crores with the Rajasthan
Royals, It would be very easy for a 15
year-old fo lose focus from his gume by
the fume and fortune of lucrative con-
tenets, He noads to lave his feed on the
graund or eather the ceicketing ground
o mike full use of the opportun ithes
which have opened up for him,
Rajnsthan Royals ma& Tuve ||m|| uuu
wensans, bt just o fow good perfor-

mnces cannot become the eriteria of o
ol hatter, Good luck to him, bt &
word of cautbon: l?nlz u handful af
thoss thowsan ds sweating it out on the
crickoting felds make 1t to the top In

ericket!
Anthony Henrigues
Mumbal

YOGI GYMNASTICS

N A BIZARRE move to hide is I!‘HII!Il
bty to mudntaln low s order, the U
poverrent ks planning to recover Iluu
cost of clamages to public property from
E:\mmm Invalved in the Sambhal vio-
o, whils posters of so-called stone
poltorn will b displayed at prominent
publie lecations. In n comparable
v, the governiment had earlier dis.

Washir
and palitical

i aditorfivchiof of

Nartheast Live, Northeast
Lidia's anly sateilite
English and Hindi news
channel, Views expvssed

here are personal.

playerl

'-lL!hllL]!nl\l curlng  the nmlu\a’\
Jrotests in 21240, However, 1hmJ|u
were evertually takon down fllowing
acoet dipective

Sankar Paul
Chakdsha, West Beogal

H\cl wmld.bemrnlxur:ml o GOP, arxl
any p

mmw

muke France more titave thia
compa ugh his

sgrathon and

penaim
On Jub' T the h|nhtlw aloction, rosulted in the

extreme [eft In an

Is France likely to mmg;g;:gf,:mmmmﬁ

Communlats and the exsrome lft

under J

implode next, as M st el

PM Barnier needs
Le Pen to survive?

nmnmemnw a
wid obliged on September 5 to

minaster, fram r.ha Giullist

achleve tn o deeply fragmented
h’w W yﬂawwmu:vmchmflg

mzfmrmmmmmummuhn

by
appeditiag Michel Bumber, T8 8 foemie faur-tine

Macron's canlition of 166, 47 LR vates, and a contrist
uMlmunarﬂ.mtm 11 of the 2 needed. Le

N was digappoirsted hamm&nnl third in the
dmlon bt proved nevertheless critieal to

An cibistaele for Pm'lawnmlllulammlm
la m aha 18 lmpllcmd dmda-nld.
whire she ks accuged of fals IM
eawrkm In the EP to ukn mmh I'mn Ihe
l:fun Commisatan for herself and 21 colleagues

WOrS! ouleam
hanl'mnuk public alflee for a minimum of
nwm'l‘ha ngs started Octaber 1 and will
mmm P
it

abrd o make ‘dhlmlamdlhumrure al

milse 0 principle of government”, ‘.I'hil 18 implicis
eritlcism af hbmn'l governing s
ot wnrealistlc and condecending, o ramises to
mumn dislogue withs Purtiment aorly next year

r hasls.
Harvibar doclared :ml'm
mMGDPmlmrmmm cent fn
wmlmrecw m reduoed spending. He clted o
on n s amissbons this year as
evidence that France can be effective on environ:

whtlm muu.‘vmlnuhllcma

mrtal sues, French people fo suffer”, I!
Mm Iegislation for a rise mmmmcm mhrhldmllund

In petloement age to B4 fram 62, despite apposition m debit wnc wml. sald 1t will improve
thast ledd to widesprend street protests, Bamber stated # bu mlwlm by @ billlon eurod,
that b was apen to talks wish the unions over the  through g euts ansd tax incresses on high
penslon el easanable tweaks to the pen-  eamers and luge companies. Moat of the cuts focs
adon law, He also increased fram 1 the ¥ B
mindmum wage by two per cent, and promised mﬁuhllchnl re. With France now paying a
steieter immigration palicle, lghee debit pronium than Spain, ‘mdadnlnulmr

As head af o minor ity gavernmen ler faced o ITII:
vt of nocanfidence on Octaber 8, which be aver- Bamnr'ﬁ- Hittle wriggo roam, Le Pon o stated
cami with the help of Le Per's BN, which then  she would anly support Barnlee's budget if he

lnd ihe Prlma Minlster's readines to consider  Increass the pu g pawer of French :h:lm
manm n, If the (ppositson partles together opposs

'Ihmhnw thi abatacle of having his first bud drat, mmmmlhﬂnaumuﬂmh’ui:

for 2025 His draft was presented on Octol o Vode using o

ID. w:mem finance and budgpet ministeies lad Lt
Iv in e aurma mmmmw m?’ﬁ
anl
a mayjor test of Hambe idering

1 muwilmr\dwun 1
ey
uwhndmlunbenamd

m»mhumm irlber triggered -

viously rubsd out) ot call
Garmany Hoama n e politically implixling, France,
cauntey in Europs,

this enunln'

Ilmomu:vhlmllmﬂg‘hp i i
ot will cuse the

s over seen,” sl a frl

the
mmhmnﬁmmnm
Krighnan Srinfvasan is a foraer Indin foreign
sarary
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In defence of India

China’s assertiveness, decline of American military industrial complex and emergence of new weapon
supply chains are openings for India to accelerate modernisation of its defence production system

A MANDALA
BY C RAJA MOHAN

TWO RECENT DEFENCE agreements, high=
lighted during Defence Minister Rajnath
ingh's visit to a Southeast Asian defence
lrunlsh.'nal rumm in Laos, point bo the many

for oping India's
muntnci Bulldlng defence networks W|lh
v for India

amid China's growing military capabilities
and the urgent need for modernisation of
India's defence industrial base,

The agreement with Australia facilitates
air-to-air refuelling between Indian and
Australian military aireraft. This will extend
the reach of both air forces and te their
interoperability. In his n:lnsulutinns with his

ul:d recent comversations with Tokyo on de-
fenceindustrial collaboration Afew daysear-
lier, Dethiand Tokyo signed a Memorandum
of Understanding Mol on joint production
of stealth equipment for Indian warships,
Thaough limited in scope, these agreements
point to the direction India and its Asian part-
neers mist travel, given their shared interests
the regional scl:\mlyuudcl
One key

for fear or offending Beijing. Many of them
of "

ttes i the region. To bae sune,
Beijing is turning on its charm di

fior Asians” is
Chinese primacy over

cansee

about licl

¥
these days after years of muscular unilater-
alism on disputed frontiers with its neigh-
s, including India, and intense "wolf-
warrior" diplomacy. Sceptics remind us that
China's mood could easily swing the other
wway at amy time.

What matters more than Beijing’s cur-
rent positive diplomatic posture is the na-
ture of Chinese military capability. Current
intentions must always be viewed in the
context of China's military weight an the

the region.

In fact, China's asse rtiveress has produced
strong regional support for American armed
forces in Asia, [t's also Washington's fear of
Beijing replacing it as Asia’s dominant power
that drives increased LS strategic attention
o the region.

The question isn't about the pelitical le-
gitimacy of American military presence in
Msia, but rather its intensity and sustainabil-
ity. Unlike carlier, the US no longer enjoys

ground, Its defence expend rshad-
ows that of its neighbours, including India
and Japan, combined.

Beijing's defence production has
reached Formldihlc pmpumnns thanks to

helming military d inthe
East Asian theatre, China's People's Liberation
Army (PLA} is eroding that deminance on a
daily basis. Though US armed forces and
weaponry remain qualitatively superior, the
PLASC rr © beninninto

China's exp rastructure,

g

impressive militar i the
last three decades, and massive invest-
ments in defence research and develop-
mient. Consider this example: China com-
missioned 70 submarines between 1995
and 2020 — nearly three a year. This scale
of military production hasn't been seen
since the height of the Second World War.

Mo Chinese neighbour, inchsding major

can W rap-
idly widening gap bebwoen theirdefence ca-
pabilities and Beijing's. This explains why
China's Asian neighbours have been open to
greater security cooperation with the United
States over the last decade, For mast, includ-
|r|g Dethi, it clear that stdxllnn,g the Asian
reuin

There was a time when the region be-
lieved in “Asia for Asians™ and saw no reason
for “extemal powers” to maintain their mili-
tary presence. China still plays on this senti-
ment, arguing that “outsiders™ shouldn’t
Fewin Asia mdayam:nthls “Asia for Asians”
rhetoric, though not all express this openly

shift the regi

Another challenge is America's involve-
ment inmultiple theatres. While China can
focus its military resources on its immedi-
ate Asian neighbourhood, the US must
spread its forces across Europe, the Middle
East, and Asia. Hopes of reducing US com-
mitments to Europe and rhc Mlddlc East to

India has talked of a greater
role for the Indian private
sector in defence prodisetion

i

© R Saslkwnar
munition, missiles, or drones — forongoing
conflicts in Europe and the Middle East, The
renowned American military-industrial
complex can't mass-produce weapons to
meet current demands, let alone prepare
for a potential conflict with China in Asia,
Many American military production fa-
cilities are outdated, and the US defence in-
dustry lacks skilled personnel. As it works to
revampits defence industry, the US is turn-
ing to allies and pannms_ Washington, for
instance, is wit

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Senate Republicans who give in to Mr. Trump's demands to violate norms by
packing the court system should remember that they will noe abways be in power
anid that once a norm is broken by one party, the other party is likely to use the

A gift

same methods lager”

to the

= THE NEW YORK TIMES

nation

The ability toamend its provisions has proved to
be Constitution's strength. It has adapted to
changing needs of a diverse society

2

tained freedom, and Section 8 of the Indian
Independence Act, 1947 enabled the
Constituent Assembly to perform dual
functions: To draft the new Constitution
and to function as the federal legislature
under the Government of India Act, 1935 [t
s supremely irondc that the 1935 Act, which
wias condemned by Congress in 1936 be-

3 came the basis of our Constitution,
ARVIND P DATAR Ambedkar presented this draft to the
Consti by on her 4,
ON NOVEMEER 26, 1948, l||l:r 1948, He explai o
.l’\ssrmhly passed a I g systemof go Ibeing preferned
the fir theword' nsti- o the idential form that provailed in

tution. Tom Ginsburg, a professor at the
Lh\rrrslryurchxigu 'whu hasmﬂﬂ:dow:r

the United States. India was also to have a
federal structure but with greater power

were adopted after 1789, found that their
average lifespan was just 17 years. Itisa
tribute to our feunding fathers that their
draft, with amendments, has lasted 75
years, In contrast, Sri Lanka replaced its
constitution thrice, Pakistan sin times and

being g he Linicn, He was at pains to
point out why our Constitution, unlike oth-
ers,was lengthy and detailed. In the United
Kingdom, there is no written constitution
but there are established conventions that
are serupulowsty followed, as part of what
is called cnnstlluhunal morality”. Indla

Mepal five times, Und ly, there is

fant nation,

something spmal about m:smundﬂld—
est i that we can be justil
proud of. 1t is, therefore, time to look back
atthe ur:g:nsur thls dnnlrncmtha.tomnn—
st bie the wgofthe
waorkd's largest democracy.

The last of the enactments that were
made for the governance of undivided
India was the detailed Government of
India Act, 1935, that was based on a White
Paper and Joint Parliamentary Committee
Report. In April 1936, at its 49th session
held in Lucknow, the Indian National
Congress rejected this Act as being de-
signed to facilitate and perpetuate the
domination and rxplnltatmn of the: pea-
pleaf India The C

and with a population having several lan-
guages, castes and religions, It was, thene-
fore, necessary to have a Constitution that
set out, in great detail, the roles of the leg-
islature, the executive and the judiciary.
The Constituent Assembly had out-
standing legal experts and analysed the
draft with great care. A total of 7635
amendments were tabled and 2,473 were
considered, resulting inthe final draft that
had 395 articles and eight schedules. Its
bwi most important features were the
chapters on Fundamental Rights and
Directive Principles. Several of these pro-
visions were adopted from the US,
.'\ushaJlalL Canadian, Japanese and Irish
15 Indeed, no other constitu-

mand fora Consnmcm!\sn:mblycunslsr—

tion in human history was prepared with
s0 much attention to dctai].!\mhcdkal‘s

ing of elected Indians whe:

oWn constitution,
After World War I, it was clear that
India freedom befo

Japanese and Korean sh.lpyil'ds to regain
maritime competitiveness against China,
Policy makers in Tokyo and Seaul have
problems of theirown — a declining popu-
lation and an ageing workforce,
The n.'shapmg nl'g]nbal drh:mc supply
chai
also urgent I‘ur Europe, whlch struggles tu
meet the war material needs of Ukraine,
This new international situation presents
to accelerate the moderni-

and has put special empl

on arms exports. A high-level
committee of the government
has also recommended the
reorganisation of the Defence

focus on Asia
in recent years.

America's NATO commitments have
proven enduring due to the collapse of post-
Cold War security arrange ments in Europe
and Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine,
Similarly persistent is American involve-
ment in the Middle East. The October 7,
2023, terror attacks on lsrael and Tel Aviv's
ongoing war against Gaza and Lebanon have
pulled the US back into the region, While
some in Washington claim the US can fight
on al] three fronts, sceptics highlight the

challenges of effective operations
acn:lss s theatres,

Amajor US military constraint is its in-
ability to meet weapons demands — am-

Research and Development
Organisation. India has also
stepped up its military
diplomacy in the region and
beyond. India will need to
move much faster on the
reform front than it has so far
tocope with the massive gap
it the defence capabilities
with China as well as seize the
international opportunity for
the transformation of its
defence industrial base.

sation of India’s defence production system.
Delhi has signed defence industrial
roadmaps with the United States and
France and plans to negotiate with [taly.
Im:l:a has talked nl’agu‘atcr role for the

tor in defence production
and has put special emphasis on arms ex-
ports. A high-level committee of the gov-
ernment has also recommencled the reor-
ganisation of the Defence Research and
Dcvclnpmmt Drganlsitlun India has also

i the e
;lon and bc.'yund.

India will need bo move much faster on
the reform front than it has so far to cope
with the massive gap in the defence capa-
bilities with China as well as seize the in-

for the transforma-
tion of its defence industrial base,

The writer is comtributing editor on

irternational affairs for The Indian Express

Mandir, Masjid, Constitution

Sambhal shows we are short of leaders who can walk into a conflict and resolve it

FIrOZ BAKHT AIIMED

that decade, The Cabinet Mission Plan of
1946 envisaged the creation of a
Constituent Assembly that included rep-
resentatives of Congress, Muslim League
and the princely states to draft a constitu-
tion fior aunited India. Lord Wavell, the then
Viceroy, made a fervent appeal to these
three parties to wwkwgnhu inwhat he

speech on November 25, 1949, deserves to
be readd in full After the draft Constitution
was adopted the next day, the Assembly
weas adjourned to January 26, 1950,

In its 75 year journey, this marvellous
docurment has been amendied almast 125
times. The ability to amend its provisions
has proved to be its strength. This has
anvoided rigidity and enabled it to adapt to

called*
iment |n|:hl:w1|nlﬂu!m'yullhl:wurld—
a new Constitution to control the desting
of 400,000,000 peaple.”

Sadly, the Muslim League decided to
boyentt this Assembly which began its first
session on December 9, 1946. The final
draft of the Constitution was red over
a period of two years, 11 months and 17
days. Out of eight major committees, the
drafting committee, under the chairman-
ship of B R Ambedkar, was appointed on
Auguest 29, 1947, and ook 141 working days
to prepare a final draft that initially con-
sistedof 243 articles and 13 schedules. This

the changing needs of adive rse saciety, The
Cnnstltutlon survived an attempt to de-
stroy itd v, particularly

by the shameful 42nd amendment. The
fimest day in its 75 year existence was April
24,1973, when by a slender majority, thL'
Supreme Court prohibited any amend-
ment that altered its basic structure or its
essential features, The doctrine of basic
structure has guaranteed that our
Constitution will certainly celebrate its
100th birthclay. It is now upto clected gov-
crnments at the Centre and the states to
work towards attaining the noble objec-
tives set out in the Directive Principles
without  compromising on  the
Fundarnental Rights of its citizens, The peo-

5 had the Aassistance

of BN Rau as the mnmnmlaladwsnand

ple of Indi, Il not have received a bet-
ter gift at the beginning of their journey as

5 N Mul as the chief d

the Constitution.
Just a fortnight earlier, India had at-

The writer i o senior advocate

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

How VOTERS CHOOSE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A question
for the Opposition”(IE, November 27 L in
an undemocratic society, modern dem-
aeratic principles inevitably face chal-
lenges. Political elements compete not
just ideologically but through identity-
Ian:d rw@lm:i W'Iull: :t:pmsl:nmmn is

Mandir i fe o, masjicd bhi fe la/Tnsman ke fa-
Jnosz magar ab na khelo,

take the
.dnp shcddmg human blood.)
— Afzal Manglori

FOUR INDHAN CITIZEMS have been killed in
Sambhal. Their brutal killing has left the
Muslim community shaken. Around the
same time, news that the Indian Space
Research Organisation will launch a
European solar mis from Sriharikota
wias re ported. Many will present this as the
perpetual parado that is India, But the con-
trast does not present a sanguine picture.
Progress is predicated on trust betwoen peo-
ple. While every politician swears by the
Constitution and waxes eloguent about it
turning 75, there are political clements who
seck to damagr a.nd destroy that trust and

|nstlun|on After all, the RSS, as the
how, is taken

raclec
seriously by the BIP

The Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act is under challenge in the
Supreme Court. As an editorial in this paper
fagged, the highest court has called ita cor-
nerstoneof our secular principles and atthe
same time has asked what's wrong in find-
ing "facts” about a structure, This act of “fact-
finding”is itself fraught with peril and often
maotivated. What stops anyone from going
toany court and magistrates ordering "sur-
weys” of mosque after mosque, church after
church, gurdwaraafter gurdwara? Of course,
some Islamic r\llm dL‘EtI‘D_"‘L‘d ar dchll:d

activists, TV cameras and YouTubers sit
waiting, lawyers are ready to file a petition.
Al sound and fury signifying something.

Far a moment, let's agree with the prem-
ise of Vishwa Hindu Parishad that there are
more than 40,000 mosques bailt after de-
molishing temples. But today's Muslim
‘community has nothing to do with this. It's
like arresting a British tourist at the airport
far her forefathers' crimes during colonial
rule. Muslims in India feel proud not to trace
their lineage from the Mughals, but from
Praphet Muhamimad [PBUH), Sufi saints,
and their Indian heritage.

For Hindu-Muslim amity, Bharat Ratna
Maulana Azad drew a parallel between

or Lakumd:nukumwalwyadﬂ:n [To_wu.
spour religion, to me, mine).
The Sambhal Shahi Masjid controversy

“Vedantism” and the Islamic principle of
af

farces of change — but they can also easily
become forces of division and tension.

Former Prime Minister V P Singh, the
architect of Mandal, deseribed a politician
as a resobver of conflicts. He spoke of asce-
nario where people are standing in line
with their buckets to collect water when
afight breaks out about who should be the
first in the queue, Many people just look
the other way, no ene wants to get in-
volved until one person walles up to make
both sides talk and settles the matter am-
icably. That's the politician, Singh sald. the
aarm aadmi neta, A p

ity
itics has undermined the electoral
provess’s faimess. Voters choose nepre-

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Discuss
Adani & more' {IE, Novemnber 27), As
India marks 75 years of its
Constitution, it is crucial to reflect on
this visionary document. The forth-
coming Winter Session of Parliament
presents an oppartunity to uphold the
ideals of the Constitution by adcdress-
ing pressing national and imternational
comcerns; the recent indictment of the
Adani Group in the United States be-
ing one, This matter warrants trans-
parent discussion to ensure corporate
accountability and protect India's

senta.mrrshlsed on caste, wI'I'II'I'ILII'IITy glwalstandmgPalllammmu.ncun—
al i nm.l.suuny_l 4 ¥
ucntl:nrmnnh- Inthi far inationals to align with
racy bing mdany:ﬁ' i i
become meaningless, Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Dev Athawalbe, Ammovar

ADANI & PARLIAMENT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Discuss
Adani & more' (I, November 27}, Prime
Mmlsh:r Marendra MDdl deriding thl:

the moral authority of their power to re-
solve condlict rather than deepen it
Let's look amund Of course, the

“Wahdat-g-Deen”, meaning

tells us — it has been ti:ill:ng us

pcuph: cannot be grounds for dIS!llISF
ing adiscussion in Parliament. One, the
US court has issued arrest warrants
against Adani and others. Given the

M oy ]

TRUMP ON TRADE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The trade
salve’ (IE, November 27). Donald
Trump's threat to impose steep tariffs
o goods imported into the US has set
the stage for a bitter glohal trade war.
Importantly, the rationale for these
moves is not primarily, or even sub-
stantially, about trade or economic pal-
icy. These tariffs aim to pressure

religion. This bine the ef-
forts of Hlndus and Muslims for a hnghu:r

our Ironically, we adver-

tise this diversity and culture on every global
stage and have cited it in our Olymipics host-
ing bidd. But at home, all is forgotten.

Even the sensible comment by RSS chief

Mohan Bhagwat, that it will not do o go
digging under each masque looking for a
temple, is forgotten. Or, maybe the
sarsanghchalak needs to again come out
and tell his Parivar that his statement was-
n't an afterthought or an aspiration but an

isa engineer piracy to koep
the Hindu-Muslim pot smmering The way
the petition was filed, and the speed with
‘which the survey was ordered all raise ques-
tions about the sanctity of due process.
After the moral and begal victory of the
Ram Temple in Ayodiya, there is a campaign
for Kashi and Mathura, Leader after leader
has said these three and no more. Now,
there's Sambhal. Every other day, a mosque
is under the scanner of the so-called "Hindu™

IF the Brlt:sh rulers banked upon the
Hindu-Muslim divide, today's vote-bank

politics is hell-bent on reviving it. Talk of

‘counting castes and “batenge toh katenge",

g0 hand-in-hand with ene nation, one

everything, sabko sauth, sabia vikas, The dis-

ruptions caused by the new economy, the

rural-urban divide, the crisis in rdu:allnn
it aned the politi

tion around caste and community, are all

for 75y hat governs the |

of conflicts, but how many politicians to-
day talk the language of trying to calm
people down, and find a way out? There
«can be and there will be another Sambhal.

ather arcas, the allegations impact the
market and investor confidence in the
Inclian economy. Parliament must dis-
cuss it. The Parliament is supposed to

We will all be tested for our p
commitment to the Constitution and the
nation. Do we have the courage and the
wisdom to walk up, like ¥ P Singh's aam
neta, and help find a solution?

The weriter is former chancellor, Maulana
Azl National Urdy Uriversi

n.-r-:': i
countability. Avoiding this obligation
is disrespectful to the Constitution
and democracy.

LR Wurmas, hew Dethi

t accountable, and

Mexico, G nd China to alter their
porlicies on migration control and ilicit
drugs. Trump is wielding tariffs as a
diplomatic weapon — even as.a means
of coercion — on topics entirely une-
lated to global trade, His threat would
harmall the economies invohved, asin-
flation would spike and damage labour
markets. For India, too, keepinga close
watch would be prudent.

Sankar Paul, Nodia
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

(GHOST IN THE MACHINE

Congress's call for a return to ballot paper shows it's still
looking for an imagined villain — rather than within

N l‘H.'EAF[BtMATH of the Maha:rashtra election results, a damour is rising m the
fits ining in, ltisth
d start fiowr thy of paper ballot," says party president
Mallikarjun Khargp 'I'M EVM dunmr Congress leaders say, It is not that Congress
hasn't i hie visting machine before — it has, most
recently after last month's Haryana result. But its comprehensive drubbing at the hands
of the clec have left it partic inged. The party isentitled
toits bewilds But as the f the Op |ta|suhasadmywbem-
ible in defeat, Itmust C i
and fair elections, and the rubes of the game that anchor it, is a step too far — it cannot be
‘taloen lightly, It must be hasud onverifiable evidence, of which there is none so far; not on
“gut fieel” oran i d il or the d desire to find a fall guy.

EDITORIAL PAGE
TheIndzanEXPREss (Greatest

WV INDIANEA FRESS. LUM

‘WorbLy WISE
LISTEN UP — THERE'S NO WAR THAT
WILL ENDY ALL WARS,
— HARUEKI MURAKAMI

show must go on

Seventy-five years on, Election Commission is a success
story, but there is need for democratic, electoral reform

S5Y QUR;IHHI

MNOVEMBER 26 MARKS asignificant milestone
inindependent India's history, On this day in
1949, after the Constituent Assembly (CA)
members worked hard for two years, 11
maonths and 17 days, India adopred its
Constitution, The zeal with which they par-
tlcpamd in materialising this idea of India is
t that the CA

posed 7635 amendments to the draft, before
iving the nation its sacred book, comprising
395 articles and eight schedhles,

If a democratic country was the goal for
theCA, free and fair elections were its means.
Sixteen articles were enacted exactly two

nefully
operational, Thess included Artice 324, which
laid the foundation for the establishment of

the Election C

The G imbling hasnow hit the conspiracy theorist
began in 2014, when the Marendra Modi-led BJP first swept to power at the Centre, Its re-
‘turm o the saddle in 2019 and for a third term in 2024, and several assembly elections won
oy the BJPin betwucn have only made Congress sink deeper into incoherence, This has

it its andl its allies” own successes, O

with "superintendence, direction and control”
of all elections. The Election Commission of
Indlia (ECI) was established on January 25,
1950 — aday before India became a sovercign

entlywe
democratic republic
and Himachal Praciesh.and humbled the BP inthe Lo Saba clection in Raasthan. P cenbiy's procesdings the
i UF, Even asit itsally JMM itback sube p " d
o power in Jharkhand — it is mean-spirited, at best, and absurd im fact, to say that the B nised the independence of and non-interfer-

“liet JWIM win” allthl.- bmrw---«- (3 This marn\ enmbyﬂ!ﬂxﬂ:utlm am:l legislature in elec-
for easy and imagi pr fsticking pins dolls, is tabi The Constitution,
. " h & hrough Article 329, b d he judiciary
ing toll. Itis holding Cq % from an honest reckoning, it whether

|t:sgmngdm mrsamasmmwmfam o isitonly criticising the BIP? s it evading the

fromy interfering in the poll process m ensure
uninterrupted elections, This provision has

i l ord, or f alack of conviction and clar- ,
ity ? s its strategy of going Iy local i Flarge, ideol- Asignificant isswe indm E.'\mbamswas
ogy—dmnmed naratives a cop-out? When its leader, Rahul Gandhi takes a strong view, ich i

Vi 1y, o the inability orumwi flocal Cr thy

and women to take their cue from him?

At the same time, it is true that the conduct of the election monitor, the Election
Commission, leaves much o be desired, W'Iv:n it comes to the ruling party, it wears Iud
Eloves; it to takoe notic conduct. The Oy i
may have chosen intemperate words in its attack but the language of the EC's official re-
spansesmajsbmrandan,gmaslfnwmu themxt of a political party, not of a constitu-

sion or the cnntla] agency, [na Far-slghwd
miove and.
pmn:lphthe.i\smmhly placed \ﬁd‘han Sahha
the Ebection C of
India ERJ\mbedkarsnmmud up the ration-
alefor wisen-
nmd Mummm mumlyas.a result
Topre-

tior rity. The clecti

Indian elections have not
omly earned national respect,
they have also received
aceolades from across the
world, US Senator Hillary
Clinton called it the gold
standard. The New York
Times described it as ‘the
preatest show on Eareh’, The
ECTs International Institute
of Democracy and Election
Management has attracted

ction bodies, including

ideisath i ;s:umgﬁnamia‘lmin- vent mJustlmbemgdunchypmnnal gw-
stitutional — bt it jis large and diy well, and continues to set an long rowinceracially | )
example, Shaﬁd Pawarhas told his party's candidates to search for ’I'wdcltn" tovnail thL- culruullg( thewhale of theelection machin-
EV That sear T h a Central Election the top management of
bt the C il -*mpn:uman " its inner crisis, Some of its al- Cnmmlsslnn " How prophetic was he, We in- el
lies have been more judiciousin their response. Other players, ke AP, which « Ari covert indif

making cor ahead of Delhi's upc lection, must alss take a deep
treath, kook at the voter — and, most importantly, ook within,

A MUCH-NEEDED PAUSE

Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire is the first meaningful de-escalation,
Itmust be expanded to Gaza, serve as a step towards peace
OR A REGION on the brink, the 60-day ceasefire agreement between [srael
and Hezbollah provides a much-needed pause and an opportunity, Brokered
by Washington, it will be enforced by the US and France, According to the deal,
5,000 Lebanese mll!tary pﬂsnnm] will replace Hezbollah forces in South
Lebanon, a i and Leb The ability of Lebanese
forces lneldnlm the ceasefire has been doubtful in the pasn_ Howeever, Hezbollah has
b fLebanan i
reassert control, lsrael's PM, Benjamin Netanyahu, has warned that Tel Aviv reserves the
right to take military action if “termorist” infrastructure is rebuilt,
The ceasefire deal is the first meaningful de-escalation in the Middle Easl since the
Hamas attack on October 7, 2023, Israel's response has b OnsC

his may hi for

o issioners of over 130

of citizens from electoral registration,

countries in the last 12 years,
to learn from us,

across the world, US Senator Hillary Clinton
called them the gold standard and The New
York Times described them as “the greatest
show on Earth,” The ECI's International
Institute of Democracy and Election

lhas attracted the
ment of election bodies, mclldmg :nmmn-
1 .
inthe last 12 years,

However, well-conducted elections do not
necessarily mean a great democracy. Many
world democracy indexes have described
Inetia as a fawed demaocracy, What is holding
us hack? Several factors, including illiteracy,
poor gender participation, corruption, attack
oncivil liberties and the country's political cul-
ture. This points to the need for urgent dem-
ocratic and electoral reforms.

Oneof the great blessings of our electoral
system is the protective rode of the higher ju-
diciary, The Supreme Court has repeatedly
emphasised that the ECs mandate for free and

in local badies elections is a commencdable
i TheNDA

well by enacting 33 per cent reservation for
women in Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabhas, to
be operational from the 2029 elections,

‘Whileseveral refonms have sought toim-
prove the electoral system, many new chal-
lenges and threats have emerged, which, if not
dealt with urgently, could derail our demaoc-
racy. The use of black money and the increas-
Img criminalisation in politics, for instance, In
the current Lok Sabha, 46 per cent of mem-
bers have criminal cases registered against
them, and crorepatis number 93 per cent,
Pulitical defiec
formationsin the country since the 19605 The
Anti-Defection Law, 1985, the Constitution's
Tnmh 5d|ec|ulo has proved ineffective, Horse

hlessof, ian term

than a begislative jargon,

EC has been demanding critical reforms,
These include a ceiling on pelitical parties’ex-

fairelections is absolute: “Democracy cannot
survive without free and fairelections"( Union
oftndia versus ADR, 2003 ; “Free and fair elec-
tions is the basic structure of the Constitution”
{PLCL versus Limion of India, 2003; NOTA judg-
ment, 2013}, and “The heartof the parliamen-
tary system is free and fair elections”
{ Mahinder Singh Gill versus CECafIndia, 1977),
In February 2024, the SC struck down elec-
toral bonds as "unconstitutional and m.ml-
Festly arbitrary” annulling the

elections) with i au-
dlit, ancl a ban on private donations, An inde-
pendent Mational Election Fund can be estab-
lished for tax-free donations and allocation
C ance,

Article 3242 ) expected Parliament to

i} ice con-
ditions of Election Commissioners, This re-
mained unattended for over seven decades,
The Act was finally passed in 2023, on SCs di-
rections, wi i Apartisan

changes which had institutionalised crony
capitalism in India. In doing so, the Court un-

collegium makes no sense, Even an jota of
doubt about its neutrality is fatal for demaoc-

did great damage. lxy]hcmdmsnmprm'ctthnrwailm
Loww participation of bothin tenms from removal mer.llﬁl:l.-sn

afvoter enrollment and vater narmout, despite feed asif thy

the Constitution giving thcm equal voting Dcspm these Flaws tthCI is nm.-altlv:

rights from Day One. flawin lthas

ourdemacratic system, EC'sc

have led to the gender skew being addressed
in electoral rolls, In the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
: e b !

stood the test of time and emerged as a pow-
erful watchdog of democracy, Cooperation of
the executive, legislature and the judiciary is

tions, th o
proved o 948 women per 1,000 men, up from
028 in 2019 The gender gap in voter tumaout,
whichused tobe 10 percentone time, has dis-
appeared, [n 19 of 36 states, more women
turmed up tovote than men in 2024,

W'hl'lu thc K‘I has !ulﬁlled |I5 gnmtr]us-

i

remains far behind. Reservation for women

keep our democracy strong, Only
then can the largest democracy onthe planet
hope to become the greatest,

Charaishi is o former chief efecrion
commissioner of india and the author,
most recently of, India's Experiment
with Demacracy: The Life of a Nation
throughits Elections

=

MRINAL PANDE

THE REAL GORAKHPANTHI

The sect’s history shows how it defied divisions based on caste, religion, gender

RECENTLY, ONE OF the biggest Hindi dailics
reported that a case of impersonation and
cheating had been registered against three
Muslim men from Atarsanwa village in
Ghazipurdistrict. Officials todd the media that
the men were singers and, dn.'ssud in siﬂ'mn

tiomate — the killing of over 44,000 civilians is a form of coll ecti that can-

smgmg Goral:hpamlu bhﬂjﬂ']!s The men

not be justified With the conflict expanding to Lebanon and Iran and i
every indication that the region was in for a prolonged regional conflict. The next two
months are an apportunity to ensure that those fears do not translate to reality, US

But
thu villagers led bya puwurfm E]'I‘I.“dur Wer
ad.umnlthammyl:nuld not be yogis or jogis,
ing to what most now claim is a

President joe Biden has said that th isd d tobe ceasefine”,
For something resembling peace in the region, it is a necessary, not sufficient, step,
Anend to the cnnﬂn:t isin me interests of both ksrael and Iran and its provies, Both
sides have Faced of the s of people, L-cmunlcdlsruptlrms
and both are less sec before. Farthe with Hezhall,
thing more durable, however, the violence must end in Gaza, The attacks by lsrael inthis
region are at the core of the current mﬂln_ Fw Nmnyalm. who faces several political
challenges i and rising the window for negoti-
atien is nowy epen. He must use it, & patience for Brael's actions is wearing thin in the
ghobal community,

MIRROR, MIRROR

TikTok has banned beauty filters on its platform for underage
users, Given the toll it takes, it is the bare minimum

HE GRIM SUBTEXT of German fairy tabes had it right: When you ask the mir-
ror on the wall to judge the fairest of them all, the answer can open up the
darkness within — dlppmgsel[-mm crippling arsdety orenvy, And undike

Sanatani sect.

How do we judge who is a real
Gorakhpanthi yogi?

Most people today believe that yoga isan
ancient Hindu practice created by a sage
namaed Patanjali and that it helps blend body,
mind and soul, and leads to perfect peace
‘within, Burinits Iung history, yoga has undeer-

o tised
wdaywasslq:ed outof Patarjali's version af-
ter the 11th century, when one Raja
Matsyendranath rebranded it. The Raja, it is
said, was a great yogi and alchemist who re-
nounced his kingdom and Viedic traditions,
op(i ng for the liﬁ.- of a wandering sadhu.

1partol
Indla s sectarian Iam:lscapr.- and interesting
things happen when and

In Goobp FAITH

When the British arrived,
they accepted many of the
prevalent biases in
mainstream Hinduism
against heretic sects like the
Gorakh Panth. The image of
a yogi on a bed of nails and
pictures of naked fakirs and
sadhus brandishing tridenes
and swords became symbaols
of a degenerate and

. But this was

practi Under Matsyendranath, there
‘waas anew bridge between the Tantric Shaiviee
rituals and Tantra-inspined Buddhism The re-

not the Nath Siddha cadre of
Guru Gorakhnath.

sult was the Nath S
This  tradition cm.nm:l hy Guru

According to the scholar Hazari Prasad
Drwiveddi.in time as sectarian and political po-

disciple Gnrakshalﬂil,]ﬂmr lnownas Gulu
Gi G

m:luu:t Hindu gods and goddesses into the

and is beli h.

tthathad, u.mllhﬂn.nnly
Adli Nath [ 1 Arthat

in Urtarakhand, one of the great centres of
SanatanDharmafounded by AdiShankara As

point, the Gorakhpanthis from lower castes
opted for lslam, but continued to call them-

agreat unifierof ofcaste
taboos, Guru Gorakh also created a centre for
. ret . T

is. Upuntil the 1921 cen-
sus, there were 6,20 978 listed Hincdu yogis,
31 im jogis and 141132 Hindu fakirs

rative about Gorakhnath being a protector of
cowvs leaves out much of this story, as well as his
aesthetic side as a creator of verses and adroit

all associated with the Nath Panth,
By the 14th century, the Nath jogis had ac-
quired military muscle, fogfs i in Gujarat had

playerc

‘When the British arrived, they acoepted
many of the prevalent biases in mainstream
Hinchusism agmai soraldy
Panth. Theimage of a yagion a bed of nails and
i i h-
d ibe. But thiswas
not the Nath Siddha cadre of Guru
Gorakhnath, He had wished for the sect o be

vofbhaleti that

jical cle iselfon,
while also defying divisions based on caste,
creed and gender. Gorakhnath professed an
umaavering rationalism(*Gorakh tyagn bhog,
bhagayi bhakti, jagayo jog"). He came down
hard on the use of foul language and inducted
both Hindus and Muslims (mostly weavers)
imitey thie sect, along with women,

free from

become so that they
would forcibly convert men by tearing off their
earlobes. Inthe 16th century, there were vio-
lent clashes between them and the Sikhs,
Kabir scoffs at these tendencies for violence
driven by greed; *Brothers, never seena yoga
such as this, stalking the land, full of idiocy|
Did Marad Muni ever fire a gun or (VedfVyas
lobra bomb like them ¥/ In the name of ascet-
bcismy, dion't bet them create divisions and give
a bad name to jogis! (Adsa jog o defkho bhoi
bhool firm liye gu_ﬁ!m',-' Norad kab bandook
chatava? Vipas dev kab bomb bajova 7 Kargin
foreni e ke el ;’E.lu_wwmktfaMmm
thanoa..|Bjak].

Prescient words from the poet!

The writer is former chsimpersan,
Prasar Bharati

fairytales, not W y Frers at the end of ape-
ysigmiraprimeii ot Exhr i s S halmpebed NOVEMBER 28, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO
a petition against TikTok and YouTube for ing body chilel

through the uwse of Al-generated beauty and wellness influencers. Now, TikTok has an-
nnunccdmstm:tlunsan apeof 18,

Given th rln:na welcome miove, even ifits effec-
tiveness is reliant on people being truthful about their age on social-media platforms,
The ol of dissemblance — hiding one's appearance: with ﬁlmrs to look a certain way —

Y
laced on ©

an th 2 of I or oy are i Stucly after study
h Telations b ial-media usage health afflictions.
The restriction ak thec around the ageist, sexist approach to

bumymm!nrmdbyalrhushedper(mmn Andym;bmurycanbeaﬂud:mwtlut Em-
braces ies, arthritic limb: 1ty kin. M aggie Smith became
the face of fashion brand Loewe at the age of BE, Zeenat Aman remains sassy at 73, push-
ing back at itype. For thy

cial media, however, it be a combination of legi better role models and

parental guidance that helps them negotiate

£ onlir ter,

UK DIPLOMAT KILLED

THE BRITISH DEPUTY High Commissioner in

Bombay, Percy Norris, was shot dead at the

Cooperage junction on tlm mnming of
27

papers for the 515 seats of the Lok Sabha as
nomination for December’s general election

by an AICC-1 General Secretary from Tamil
Nadu Gancsa:n told reporters that he was

closed ok 7300 can-
didates had entered the poll arena in 1980,
Hiwvever, the number of contestants left in

bytwot
He was on way to his office at Flora R:unum
from his residence at Altamount Road, The
Indian government has tightened security
measures l'm all Bntlsh ngh Canumlr.ln :d'—

the field after the wi was 4,620,

GANESAN QUITS CONG-1
I.'NAMA]'OR'thwtnTalml Nachu Congress-1,

actol ician MP Sivaji Ganesan, an-

Full

NOMINATIONS FILED
ABOUT 6,200 CANDIDATES have filed their

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

nounces his i the party since
the claims of his fan association had been
overlooked in the allocation of seats for the

C tions, G i that the lists

is Rajya Sabh,

PARTY BROADICASTS

THE ELECTION COMMISSION has finalised
the scheme for election broadcasts by polit-
ical parties over All India Radio and
Doardarshan, Recognised national and state
ility princi-

pal AIR station and Doordarshan Kendra in
state where the Lok Sabha elections

will be held. Parties will be allowed two
ds of election broadcast over AIR and

were now packed with men

of telecast on
HE
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If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

What is govt’s ‘One Nation One Subscription’ initiative?

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI. NOVEMBER 27

THE UNION Cabinet on Monday approved a

Gandhinagar is an Inter-University Centre of
the Liniversity Grants Commission under the
Union Ministry of Education. The organisa-
tionoversees the UGC-Infonet Digital Library
Consortium whil:h pmvid.l:s aocess to se-

lishers inchuding Elsevier Science Direct | indud-
i Lancet), Springer Notare, Wilsy Blockwell
Publishing, Toplor & Francis, [EEE. Soge
Publishing, Americon Chemical Society, and
ﬂmermMamermnmrSmeryamDr\gathm

four reasons:

B To expand access to the best scholarly
Journals for 55 lakh to nearly 18 crore stu-
dents, faculty, and researchers across roughly
6,300 government universities, colleges, re-

on

budgetary allocation of Rs 6,000 crore for the lected st willonly search bodies, and Institutions of National
‘One Mation One Subscription’ (ONOS) ini-  hases in different :Im:lphnrs_ platform o access these journals, INFUBNET  Importance (INIs).
tlallw:whu:h aJms to pn:mdcgcwmmrnt- HHsalsusuhsl:n'bcmmmljmunalsm- hasbn:ndmgnarniasthmrrp B To avoid duplication of
edu ions [HEIs ) . According to government esti- — plemed agmtykqmlslm— journal subscriptions across
ultabll:aoocss to 13,000 schnl.arlyjoumal.s mates, roughly 2,500 HEIs can acoess 8100 tiative. The Centre negotiated diffierent library consortia, and
unier a single platform. journals through the previously mentioned nnrsubscnprmpml:rinrcal:h EDUcATlON individual HEIs which would
networks and individual subscriptions. aof the 30 different p reduce: i
and approved Rs 6,000 crore for overapping resources.

As of now, HELs can access journals
through 10different library consortia which
are under the administrative control of var-
ious ministries. A library consortium is a
group of two or more libraries that have
agreed to cooperate to fulfil similar needs,
usually resource shari

For instance, the INFLIBNET Centre
{Information and Library Metwork Centre) in

‘What does the ONOS scheme offer?
Through the ONOS scheme, the Centre
aims to consolidate the disaggregated ap-
proach to journal access for all government
HEls. The initiative will enable these HEIs to
aceess thousands of journals on one plat-
form, which will be active on January 1, 2025,
This commeaon platform will host 13,000
journals published by 30 international pub-

Y] SCIENCE!

HOW ANASTEROID'S DESTRUCTION
GAVEMARSITSTINY MOONS

SOMETHIMG'S NOT quite right about the
moons of Mars. They are toosmall: Fhobas
is 27 km across, and Deimes is a mere 14
lkemin length. And they are not round bt
|y, misshaped objects. Frankly, they
donot resemble moons at all.

“They lock like asteroids, they smell
like asternids, as well as looking like po-
tatoes," said James O'Donoghue, a plane-
tary astronomer at the University of
Reading in England. Perhaps then, as-
tromomers have suggested, they are as-
temids — two space rocks captured long
ago by Mars gravity.

A study published last week in the
joumal foarus malkes acase that the moans
didlindeed start out in asteroic form. But it
isnotth 1 Wals expecting

Phobaos, the larger
of Mars' two
MOONS, is seen in
thisimage taken
by the Mars
Reconnaissance
Orbiter. nasa

to form a disk aligned to the Martian
equator, keading to the construction of
moons with the same orbital alignment
—something observed today.

What the study hypothesises

Using supercomputer-powered sim-

ulations, the new study suggests that a
large-enough asteroid was captured by
Mars long agn. The asteroid then plunged
towvard the Red Planet and would have
potten extremely close: anywhere from
about 5,150 km above the rust-hued
desert to grazing the surface.

Consequently, the gravity of Mars

wiuld have ripped the asteroid into frag-
ments, “Some of them can escape from
the system completely,”

said Jacob

Kegerreis, who is a research scientist at

Issue with asteroid theory

The notion that Phobos and Deimos
may becaptured asteroids has long come
upagainst one majgor problem: Thclror—
hits are too ciroular and too neathy ali

NASA’s Ames Research Center in
MountainView, California, and one of the
authors thhl:study But “some of them
can hit Mars,” he said, scarring the sur-
face with

aroumd Mars' equator. Asteroids ap-
proach planets at all sorts of angles, and
if these moons were once asteroids, their
orbits would be expected to be tilted and
perhaps somewhat oval.

Many shards would remain in orbit

around the planet. Over time, these
shards would be affected by the gravita-
tional influence of both Mars and the Sun.

. several of the £

That they are not seems suspicious,
and supports the theory that they were
forged another way. This is akin to the
favoured originstory of Earth's mem satel-
lite, whereina Mars-size object slammed
imto the nascent planet, creating a spray
of debris, which glued itself together to
fiorm our moon.

If something similar had happened to
Mars, scientists would expect this debris

would careen into one another, sending
out sprays of debris that would then col-
lide into other fragments.

This destruction would create a cloud

of asteroidal rubble that eventually

aligned itself with the Martian equator.

The detritus that stayed far enough from

the planet would eventually cump to-

gether to form Phobos and Deimos.
T
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three calendar years — 2025, 2026 and 2027,

“If HEIs still want access to journals out-
side the 13,000 available on the common
platform, they can subscribe to them indi-
widually,” a central government official ohd
Th Indimn Express.

What is the need for ONOS?
The ONOS scheme has been launched for

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BasHIR AL
ABBAS

INTHESE early days atleast, the fresh cease-
fire between Israel and Hezbollah is holding.
Principally, the {unpublished) ceasefire
mimics UNSC Resolution 1701, which was
adopted in the wake of the 2006 conflict.
Hezbollah is supposed to withdraw to the
north of the Litani river, lsrael to the south
of the Blue Lml: with the I.cban.csc .i\rmy
med force allov
between the two in South Lebanon, It gives
bath forces G0 days towithdraw to their re-
spective positions.
Acrucial novelty in the agreement is the
addition of the United States and France to
the tripartite mechanism of Lebanon, lsraed,
and the UNIFIL that oversees the implemen-
tation of INSCR 1701, Motably. it does nc(cal]

B To provide better bargaining power
when negotiating with publishers through
asingle subscription for all government HEL.
The official sau:l "We have been mrmng
with different
over the last twao years, and during this time,
we have worked to negotiate the best price.
As a result, the initial cost of Rs 4,000 crore
per year for 13,000 journals has been re-

duced toRs 1300 crore.”

WTohelpthe Centre gain insights into the
exctent to which journals are being used and
downloaded by the gove mment higher ed-
ucation ecosystem, according to the official.

When msﬂNCIG ounc!pmahsed?

o Naks

initiative, which would compliment MRF.

What happens next?

The Centre will now negotiate Article
Processing Charges (APCs) with journal pub-
lishers. APCs, also known as publication fees,
are charges authors must pay to puhl.lsh in

E:Iucatlnn Policy [NEP) 2020, which empha-
sised research as a cornerstone for achieving
excellence ineducation and national devel-
opment. The policy strongly recommended
the establishment of a National Research

tion {NRF) to seed, fund, nurture, and
promote research and development while
fostering a culture of innovation across

certain journals, 5c
iouss ways of generating income to cover pub—
lishing, editorial, operational, peer-review,
and other functional costs. O pen-access jour-
mals typically charge a specific fee for article
processing, knomewm as the APC.

Acconding to government estimates, au-
thors in India paid nearty Rs 380 crore to jour-
mal publishers as APCs |n202LSmIar b howe

India's higher ec nsysterm.
Terdoso, the Centre formed a core commit-
tee of secretaries, chaired by the Principal
Scientific Advisor, in 2022, Tth onmmlm:c
thenconsi
gotiate with joumnal publishers for the ONOS

acost

Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire deal

A ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon came into effect on Wednesday. Why did Israel
agree to this deal? And what does this mean for the Israel-Lebanon frontier, and the region at large?

u:ham.-se- troops mmedlyulTyrr_in South Lebanon. As per the ceasefire deal, the

for a complete disarmament of

Lebanon, north of the Litani, while srael pro-
claimed that it retains the right tostrike again
if Hezbollah violates the agreement { some-
thing that the Lebanese government rejects ).

Wiy did Israe] agree to this deal?
Israel Prime Minister Benjamin
hasoutlined t the
ceasefire — to focus on Iran, to give Isracli
forces “a breather and replenish stocks", and
to “separate” the Hamas and Hezbollah
fronts by taking one of them out of the war.
Indeed, Hezbollah had opened a parallel
front to support Hamas just days after the
latter's termor attack, and the beginning of
Israel's bombardment of Gaza.

Three further factors might have influ-
enced lsrael’s decision.

FIRST, there has evidently been at least
amild fracture in lsrael's civil-military frame-
work Former Defense Minister Yoav Gallant
(along with the IDF Chief of Staff) had been
pressing fora ceasefire in Gaza and Lebanon,
He had repeatedly questioned Netanyahu's
palitical and military objectives, as well as
wociferously called for clarity on a day-after
plan from the government.

While Gallant was fired bess than a week
publicly expressing his disagreement with
the prime minister, it is evident that the IDF
somedegree. Mote that far-right national se-
curity minister Bamar Ben-Gwir{the sole dis-
senter during the cabinet's vote on the cease-
fire), has long hankered against Gallant's
wviews, along with representatives of towns

iy will be the only military presence in the *buffer 2one™, Reutes

in Northern Israel who opposed the cease-
fire till the end.

SECOND, lsrael's experience of fighting
inLebanon has always been tactically effec-
tive but strategically hitter.

A long-term military presence in
Lebanon would severe by wear down the IDF.
This is perhaps wihy it kept its initial objec-
tives, outlined on October 1, vague in mili-
tary terms to allow for a withdrawal when-
ever ito beweakened
enough for 1sraelis living in the North to re-
turn to their homes.

Continued Israeli presence in South
Lebanon would also enable a stronger re-
consolidation of support for Hezbollah
within Lebanon (which had been facing sig-
nificant popular domestic resistance by
mid-20231

THIRD, despite the loss of its entire sen-
ior leadership and significant loss of infra-
structure, Hezbollah evidently maintained
the ability to strike Israel until the end. Its
mast extensive bombardment of Israel —
with 250 rockets — occurred bess than two
days before the ceasefire, and after Israel's
striloe on central Beirut killed at least 29 peo-
ple, including health workers,

Even with the IDF being militarily supe-
rior, Hezbollah's fighting capacity would en-
sure a protracted war, The IDF pressed fora
ceasefire almost hours after it reached the
Litani river, achieving what might be seen at
beast as a symbolic victory.

w the
Israel-Lebanon frontier?

The most important underpinning to
everydevelopment around Israel across the
past year, has been the fact that October 7
decimated [sraeli perceptions of security.
‘This is what drove Israel to unleash a literal
firestorm first in Gaza, and then in Lebanon.

Intemational pressure on srael has been
concerted, with the United Nations” experts
characterising 1srael's acts as a “genocide”,
the International Court ufjusnu: |:a||.|r|,g for
Israel to withdraw from occ
and the International Criminal Court issuing
an arrest warrant against Netanyahu. This
has evidently not stopped 1srael from push-
mg oninGaza, as lsracl now views this as |rs

q for wmplchc scl:' ity
all threats; a new “never again”.

That said, the strong dent in Netanyahu's
image as “Mr Security” still lingers, and
Israel's threat perception has usually not dif-

aE

subscrip-
tion rate for all government HELS, it now aims
todo the same for APCs. The Centre believes
this approach will reduce overall costs.

The government is yet to decide if ONOS
will cover private HEEs also, the official said.

arrangement in 2024, that is supposed todif-
ferentiate it from the 2006 predicament, has
ome with explicit non-commitment of any
combat troops, which is arguably alse more
jpalatable for the incoming Dom]dTn.lmp ad-
ministration in'Washi

However, Hezhallah 5tl|| remains en-
trenched in Lebanon's society and govern-
ment, with 15 members in Pariament and an
ally in the Speaker’s office. Motwithstanding
the fillipofWestern presence in ceasefire over-
sight, Hezbollah can nowy shift to regaining its
socio-political base, having forced lrael again
towithdraw as it did in 2006.

Hezbollah MP Hassan Fadlallah on
Tuesday vowed to “carry on resistance”,
adding that the force that was “fighting in
the battlefield will itself help to rebuild”.

What does it mean for the region at large?

Two things.

FIRST, the acceptance on the part of
Lebamon and Hezbollah of even a cursory US
presence in South Lebanon, could not have
ocourred without Hezbollah Chief Naim
Qassem [who televised his acoeptance to the
US-proposed ceasefire draft at beast a week
ago) consulting Tehran.

As [ran engages the INEA, keeps up a
steady stream of signals toengage the United
States for sanctions relief, and deepens its
(well-rediprocated ) rapprochement with its
#rab neighbours, the country no longer has
o worry about what seemed to be an exds-
tential threat to its largest prosty in the re-
gion, atleast momentarily in early October. It
is useful to remember that Iran's principal
objective in raising and sustaining Hezbollah
is to ensure a military buffer between itself
and ksrael, despite the Palestine-linked fram-
ing of Iranian support to the resistance.

SECOND, Israel can now ensure com-
plete military focus on not just Hamas in
Gaza, but also Iranian proxies in Syria (which
includes Hezbollah and allied troops), Irag,
and Yemen for the first time since the begin-
ming of its campaign in Gaza. Netanyahu's
address specifically warned that Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad is “playing with
fire”. With Iran 'mdicating some measure of
restraint and pr\:pam\g fora Trump admin-

ferentiated between any of the |
sored groups. [t is curious then that the post-
ceasefire status quo post-hellum uncannily
resembles the state of affairs at the end of the
34-day [sraeli invasion of Lebanon in 2006,
[The current invasion spanned 57 days.)
Then too the Lebanese .i\rmy Was man-
Litani and Blue Im.cs post the ceasefire; its
heavy armament and troop trucks rolled into
the l:ﬂr:d:mrhlﬂrrznnr'by.'\l.@\ntuﬂl]ﬂﬁ

istration, option to both con-
tinue striking [ranian proxies, or to meet re-
straint with restraint, as it focuses on Gaza
where the death toll is now towching 45,000

Inthe Lebanon theatre specifically, how-
ever, all elements of conflict that sparked this
latest war remain. Much more water has to
flww donen thee Litani before com plete stahil-
ity is puaranteed in Lebanon and Morth [srael.

The quthorisa MesemAssomte ar the Coumcil
New Dedhi.
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Older, richer: What new Maharashtra, Jharkhand Assemblies look like

ANJISHNU DAS
NEW DELHL NOVEMBER 27

THE NEWLY-elected Assemblies in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand are older, and
significantly wealthier than before.
Maharashtra has also seen an uptick in the
number of MLAs facing pending eriminal
«cases, while harkhand has elected a record
number of women legislators.

Maharashtra Assembly

‘With an average age of 54, the new
Assemblyisolder thanin 2019 when the av-
erage age wias 5L In fact, thcaw:lag: ageof
the in
recent years — it was onhy 49 years in 2009,
Afactor behind this increase is the number
of re-glected members. As many as 183 sit-
ting MLAs were re-glected this year. The
state Assembly has 288 seats,

Eighty six Maharashtra MLAs are G0 or

alder. Chhagan Bhujbal, 77, the NCP MLA
from Yewla, is the oldest legislator. Only 10
MILAs are 35 or younger, with Congress’
Tasgaon-Kavathe Mahankal MLA Rohit
Fatil, 25, the youngest.

The new House is also slgnlhcanrly

PROFILE OF MAHARASHTRA AND JHARKHAND ASSEMBLIES

wealthier.f ETEW
from s 22.43 crorein 2019m Rs4l43 e
in 2024. BJP MLAs boasted average assets of
Rs.‘&.EBuum up from Rs 2747 croee in 2019

s eRs4391
crore, up from Rs 2446 crome in 2019,

The Shiv Sena and NOPMLAs boasted av-
erage assets of Rs 30,62 crore and Rs 2233
crome respectively, while average assets of the
MNCP{SF) and the Sena (UIBT) MLAs are at Rs
51.31 crore and Rs 10.43 crore respectively.
In 2019, MLAs from the then undivided Shiv
Sena and NCP had average assets of Rs 13.74
crore and Rs 15.02 crore, respectively.

BJP's Parag Shah, elecbed from Ghatkopar
East, is the richest MLA in Maharashira with
assets worth Rs 3,383 crore. A real estate de-

MAHARASHTRA JHARKHAND
2010 2024
Averageage Slyears | Sdyears | Averageage 50 |53
MLAg 76 |87 MLAsfacing cases |44 143
Averageassets F2243cr| M343cr | Averageassets F387er |PAOcr
Crorepetis 264|217 Crveegatis 56 n
duatesAabove 157 | 165 Graduates & bove |49 |50
‘Wamen 24 |22 Wamen 12 110
Sowrce; i s fidi Demacratic Reforms

weloper and now two-time MLA, Shah says
his assets grew by Rs 500 crore over the
course of the election campaign alone.

As many as 187 MLAs face criminal
chargesin the new Assembly, compared to
176in 2019. The BJP* has the most such MLAs
at 92, folkowed by the Shiv Sena at 38, the
MCP at 20, the Sena (UBT) at 13, the

Congress at nine, and the NCOP{SF) at five.
NCP chief and eight-time Baramati MLA Ajit
Pawar faces 40 pending cases, the most
among elected MLAs.

After electing a record 24 women to the
Assemblyin 2019, 22 womenwere elected
this time around. Women account for un-
der B of the House strength.

Jharkhand Assembly

whowon his debut election from Dumri,

After electing arecord 10
House in 2019, Jharkhand has elected 12
‘wiomen legislators this time around. Since
the state was carved out of Bihar in 2000,
the number of women MLAs has consis-
tenttly been rising — this year they account
fior 15% of the 81-member strong Assemibly
strength The Congress has the most women
legistators at five, followed by the BP at four,
and the MM at three.

The new Assembly in
Jharkhand is older than in
2019, with an average age of 53
years, up from 50 the last time
around. As many as 42 MLAs got re-elected.
‘While there are 17 MLAs aged 60 or older,
only four are under 35.

The oldest MLA is Rameshwar Oraon,
77, aCabinet minister elacted from the ST-
reserved Lohardaga on a Congress ticket.
The youngest MLA is JLKM founder and
chief Jairam "Tiger™ Mahato, a 29-year-old

EXPLAINED

POLITICS

The new Assembly is also
much wealthier than last time, with average
assets held by MLAs rising from Rs 3.87 crone
in 2019 to Rs 6.9 crore nowe The BJP MLAS are
the richest on average, with assets worth Rs
7.57 crore, followed by the JMM at Rs 6.28
crore, and the Congress at Rs 5.31 crore.
(Comgress's Rameshwar Oraon is the richest
MLA, with assets worth Rs 422 crore,

The number of MLAs fac-
ing criminal cases is margin-
alky dowvn from 44 in 2019 to
43 this time. The BJP has the
maost such MLAs at 13, fol-
Iowed by the JMM at 12, and the Congress
at eight. Alll of the R]D's and CPI{ML)L's
MLAs face pending cases.

Former chief minister and state BJP chief
Babulal Marandi, elected from Dhanwar,
has the most cases at 15. JLKM's Jairam
Mahato comes a close second with 14
pending cases against him.
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A costlydelayin
local body polls

rticle 243U of the Constitution mandates the time-

ly eompletion of municipal elections before the

xpiry of a local ¢ il's term. The provision is
intended toensure effective local self-governance at the
grassroots level, However, persistent delays in Urban
Loeal Body (ULB) elections across various states are
undermining the very essence of this constitutional
mandate, A survey by Bengaluru-based NGO Janaagra-
Tha has revealed that about G1% of ULBs in major states
Tave faced delays in holding elections, In Karnatalka, the
situation is particularly alarming, with 70% of the ULBs
Tunctioning without elected representatives, The Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BEMP), for instance,
Thas not seen elections for over three years now, with suc-
cessive governments, irrespective of the party in power,
finding excuses to postpone them, These delays are
supported by legislators wha view elected local bodies as
a challenge to their power, particularly over controlling
the purse strings of municipal bodies,

The delayed elections to the ULBs, Zilla
Panchayats (#Ps), and Taluk Panchayats (TPs) - both
pending for three years - have signif-
icant financial implications, with the
state missing out on about Rs 2800
erare in central funds. According
to the Finance Commission norms,
local bodies that fail to hold timely
elections are ineligible for a share
from the central tax pool. The delay
in ZP-TP elections has also led toa
sitation whereofficialstake unilateral
decisions on the implementation of
schemes, The Supreme Court has re-
pearedly emphasised the constitution-
al duty of State Election Commissions
{SEC) to conduct regular elections to the local bodies, In
ascathing rebulke, the court had described suchdelays as

“abreakdown of the ruleof law™, The court had alsorubed
that SECscannot cite reasons like delimitation of wards to
Justify the postponement, Under the 7dt Amendment,
SECs are entrusted with the responsibility of superin-
tendence, direction, and controdof municipal elections, to
ensure that they are fairand conducted on time. However,
inmost states, this poweris diluted - only 11 statesand Un-
ion I'omlur!eahmeanptmmd SECs to manage the de-

mm-.....uu. il including Kar-
nataka, the resp inswith the governiment.

SECs need to be held accountable for these de-
lays: they should be fully empowered and inde-
pendent and not be beholden to the whims of state
governments. They should ensure that the slclmma-
thon pr pleted in advance and usedas
a pretext for the postp Local elections are the
Toundation of democratic governance. Delaying themis,
inessence, adenial ofdemocracyitself. Itiserucial thatall
stakeholders, particularly SECs and state governments,
act withurgency toaddress the issue.

PDS leaks call for

systemic reform
Ae(‘enl study of the country’s Public Distribution

Delayed
electionsto
ULBs, IPs,
and TPs leave

the state out
of the central
allocation
scope

System (PDS) has found that nearly 28% of the
podgrains supplied through the system did not
reach the beneficiaries, causing a loss of about Rs 69,000
croretotheexchequer, The study has quantified the leak-
ageas 20million wnnes of riceand wheat. That would be
enough to feed the entire population of some countries,
Thee study was based on data from the Househiold Con-
sumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) and the FCI's
{Fosod Conpiration of Tndia) monthly o f-take data from
August 2022 eo August 2023, The study was done by a
team led by Ashok Gulat, former chairman of the Com-
mission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP), The
lcnkn,gmmwsyslcmlcnrrlnccdlu bmddmd toensure
better food security fpublict
Indin's PDS s the: world'slargestand provides subsidised
grains o over BOO million people. Providing food security
tosuch large numbers of people is a major achievement
Toue the g T the 1 ability o ensure that
the grains reach all intended beneficiaries. A leakage of
28% is high and needs to be plugged. The leakage varies
fromstat Statessuchas hal Pracesh, Na-
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FROM PAUSE TO PURPOSE

New pathways towomen’s
workforce reintegration

Organisations need to tap
into the demographicof

women aged 45 and above,

Innovating solutions to
accommodate themcan
help create acompetent,

motivated talent pool

PODUA SHARMA GOYAL

I.nll'.‘l Nooyl Famously said, in 2014,
that thebiologieal and career clocks
of women are at odds with each
other, The prime years lor building
the eareers of women (25 to 50) are
also the years when they are having
children, bringing them up and taking
careof their ageing parents. All of that
eare-giving mostly falls.on the women
and each exit outof the workforce, for
however brief a period, takes a toll on
the woman's carcer. This was certain-
Iy true a few decades ago but it might
b tim to question that narrative in
the world of today when we are in the
midst of an extraordinary transition
that involves rapidly increasing life
expectancy, A child born today in the
West has over a 50% likelihood of
reaching the age of 105 or beyond. In
2014, that number was 78, dll[l

2,000 people that was conducted by
Applied, a recruitment firm, revealed
that women were three times more
likely than men totake acareer break;
this was antributed w caregiving dutics
they take up. Thiswas alsocorroborat-
ed by a MeKinsey and Company study
which found that women were more
likely to experience earcer interrup-
tions. The study said 43% of highly
qualificd wemen leave their careers
remporarily at some point.

Wornen's carecrs are, thus, bess line
ear and more ‘curved, but once their
caregiving priorities are fulfilled, they
are raring to join back the workforce,
1fa woman were to re-enter the work-
force at 45 years, she still has about

because we continue o use the out-
moded design of entry and exit. No-
tice that Tused the term ‘pathway"and
not “re-entry’, Think of the sitation
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SPEAKOUT

Tamnotupset...Lam notdisappointed, we fight
anddon’tery, we all have worked together.. for
me CMisacommon man.. ] work forcommon
peaple.dwill continue todosotill thelastdrop
of my blood, Tworked as the
CMnottobecome popular

but forthe welfare of peapleof

Maharashtra,

Eknath Shinde, caretaker CM of

Maharashira

Toread between the lines was casier than to

linearr:

arcareer growth.

breaks and cs

re-entering the highway after you I‘ullow lhl,‘tch
stopped for refuelling. It is important Henry James
thatthe programme nd«usncd wlll\a
which would be followed bya norline-

- e TOBE PRECISE

And associeties try tobridge the gap
between men and women's division of Ciraplracy te halt fndia's groudh story's JUP MP on Addani US Case
labonar weithin households and comm-
nitles, even men will require longer LETTS SEE 1§

ok 'L"L;' lﬂlllnmi‘:k];lmjmit THEY ASK THE

working women, but all working par- — AMERCANS 10 60

ents have facing this issue. This
calls for a revamp within the organi-

E

he dem -mcnl
con build a solid carcer for :Iu.m.mwu
decades, When organisations learn to
change their old, outdaced and linear
career maps, designed for single-earm-
ermen, they can end up disoovering a
poolof talented women who ean bring
with them timeless and pragmatic
alellls of probletm-solving, managerial
prnfmmp:: multitn":lcinp, =
Women who navigate non-linear
career paths serve, ot onee, as
models and mer
younger generations, especially girks,
torpursie their ambiions, lealsomakes

economicsense, |INIII|NI|I:I|WE||1R—
it o ) ok

phe |N||II'I|JHL dons for how

This coule be atremendous
ity for us to redesign our workplaces
0N T counts - to not only accommo-
date women's unigue carcer trajec:
tories but also take advantage of that

25 to 30 years to reach leadership
positions. The recent ranking in the
FORBES 1040 Most Powerful Women
List shows thatabout 80%of them are
aged over 50 years, and half of them

difference. In the current worksp

careers are commaonly portrayed as
consisting of two stages: one, there
is @ gradual ascent towards financial
growth, recognition, and suthority
this is followed b&nn extended period
of sustained endeavour in positions
of power and in some cases, service
o others, Both men and women pay
a high price for taking a break from
theireareers, Thistrajectory has been
termed as the ‘norm.” On the other
hand, women's professional journmeys
have been characterised by multiple
entries and exits in the professional
world. A UK-based national study of

600, Dee
mmﬁruem-cﬂwwlnmlpmll\m:ays
might be a silver bullet to take advan-
tage of this large skilled, competent
and hungry talent pool.

Isswes of parity, pay

Ithasedten been highlighted thatwhen
women do return tothelr workplaces,
they are notemployed at the levels they
leftar, Another issue = that they rejoin
work with significantly reduced pay.
Women struggle with readjusting to
the workplace demands and a lack of
confidence which in many eases leads
o significant attrition, That is true

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

18t eor when
they employ women, In 2015, a report
by MeKinaey Global Institute suggest-
cd that if women participated in the
Indian economy at the level men do,
the annual GDP of the country could
be increased by up o G0% above its
projected GDP in 2025 Women are
more than ready to invest themselves
in organisations, build the economy
of the country, and reclaim thelr au-
tonomy and financial independence.
By recognising and valuing the unique
skills and perspectives t%mt women
bring from their life experiences, we
can transform the perceived career
discontinuities into opportunitics for
growth and innovation, But this is a
two-way street, and smart companies
have alrendy recogndsed that. I is ime
For the others tofollow suit,

(The writer fs the founding CEO af

Uduitd Fowmdation)

Rediscovering beauty in Bengaluru

Ittook anoutsider to
make me appreciate the
beauty of Bengaluru

SADHANA M KUKRE A

eolten ke things, people.and
places for granted, And when
we do this, we tend to focus
only on the mundane or negative side
of things—whether it's people, places,
orevents, Bengaluru lsonesuchvictim.
W are constantly bombarded with
ivews aboit the problems of Namima
Hengalurn, which are many and hi
lighted in newspapers, social media,
and on television. As a resident of this
city bor more than three decades, | of-
ten join the chorusof complaines when
comersingwith fricndsor relacives: The
seemingly endless wadisin traffic jams,
the potholed roads that Rood even after
shart spells of rakn, the Lack of lase-mike
cannectivity while using public trans-
port, and frequent power cuts with
irregular and poor water supply—the
list could go n fact, even

infamons for its traffic jams, further
reinforcing the negativity.

However, arecentvisitofmy nephew,
Mihir Bathifa, from the city of dreams,
Bumbal, changed my outlook, making
mesee this eity |n:|r||:'w|l|;}|t Hclng :ltn
athlete, heolten visits B
pamrln\dlrumnu_llumnmmtm
November, to participate in the Nandi
Epie (where he came third), opened
my eyes, making me realise how 1 had
been allowing all the negativiey about
the city to overshadow the positive side
of Bengaluru,

“Wow! | just love the weather here,”
he'd exclaim every morning afeer
returning from his eycle ride on Ihc
highway towards lkwrlnh.nlh §

merous calisand restaurants,

“Bengaluru is such o happening
place.” he raved enthusiastically one
morning after returning from a run at
Cubbon Park. “This city has such big
and wide-open lung spaces,” he added,
“with several events happening there.
Somany youngstersout there, eycling,
running, walking, going to pet parks,
and attending book readings.., I've not
experienced this anywhere clse. It's
amazing.” he went on.

Listenving to him bubbling over with
excitement about his experiences got
melhlnkln§, It d:lwm!d on| melhnx h&
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IN PERSPECTIVE
Trumpandthe
looming threat

of tariffs

The president-
elect’s proclaimed
policies can cause

inflation to rise

significantly

ALOK RAY

kery Factor that contrib-

uted toDonald Trimp's
plhaticwin in the US
presidential election was
voters' discontent over high
prices of everyday goods and
houses, compared to what
these were four years ago.
Though inflation has come
down from over 10% in the
alfterimath of Covid to araiind
% (the target rate), the price
level is much higher than in
theearlier Trumppresidency
due to the cumulative effect
ol high inflation over several
years, Tramp supporters be-
liever that the presicdent-elect
canbringdownpricesand cre-
ate more jobs for Americans.
Buit Trisinp's sell-declired
policies, if implemented,
would push inflation up very
significantly. Trump wanls
to impose flag G0% tarilTs on
allirmports from China, 100%
tariffs on Chinese cars, and
10-20% uniform tari
imponts from :l]lm'her coun-

ing tar iffs on ngores from the
US. This means reduced US
exports, with a negative im-
pactan US trade balanee and
US jobs. Trump hopes to cut
lhrmc dcfluFl' I}:ﬁpmim
import dutics, But coonomic
Aheory tells us that a country’s
awerallradedeficit reflectsio-
tal expendinure outstripping
income (or value of domestic
praduction) which spills over
in the form of more goods
coming in (impsorts) than go-
ing out (exports). Unless the
LS cuts this excess expend-
iture, the overall trade defi-
it would remain the same.
Higher dilferential tarifls on
Chinese goods woubkd mean
less imports from China but
more imports from other
countries like Vietnam, es-
pecially as Chinese factories
and investment would move
wosuch countriesto get casier
accesstothe USmarket.
Even US factories, o the
X1 “hina imposes retal
intory tariifs on US goods,
wonild lilee to shift o ather
couftries to get aceess to the
Chinese market by chamﬁ
ing their madein-US label
Again, US workers would
Tose jolbs. Ifihe US, by cutting
expendimure, can reduce its
awerall rade deficie, it would
strengthen the US Dollar by
lowering the excess supply of
S dollirs Iy th vt Blita

e
thmwgallwupﬂcunhhm:yllmdrm
« gotten to appreciate the beautiful linde
—rA i

ingme pictures and vi by

tiful scenery along the highway mm‘l
the mist of November mornings, the
sunrise, the smooth roads, and so on.
"Even a bath here is so refreshing,” he
exclaimed one morning over break-
fast, “Back home, one feels so sticky
right after coming out of the shower,”
helamented. Being a foodie, heenjoyed

Nnmnrnllmmluru had

a few acquaintances nbmd dentified
Bengaluru casily as the city in India

oo ffer—be it the iolfs and dosies or the
wssortrnent of dishes offered by the nu-

I ity T

T started looking around my neigh-
bourhood ina new light—admiring the
Mewering trees in the nearby park, en-
Jowing the cool and pleasant mornings,
being delighted by the views of sunrse
and sunset from my window with the

| et e

af colours, Erljcm'ng?hc refreshed feel-
ing after a shower—things that 1 hed
overlooked, taking them for gramed.
Thanks to him, | have rediscovered
beauty in Namma Bengalur!

trics, These
prices in the LIS, hurting US

squngerdu!lnr\:«mlhdtm'c

mfiting
producers ofimpont-compet-
ing goods. However, all US
producers would not benefit.
The cost of production of US
procucers using imported
{especially Chinese) materi-
als/eamponents will go up,
leading 1o higher prices and
reduced sales. The biggest
problemwould be for US pro-

ucers o ang for thecom-
petitive export market where
they cannet raise prices while
their cost of pl\ulucllmml-s

galand, and Gujarat report the highest
rates of leakage, while UP tops the list
in absolute terms, with an estimat-
ed leakage rate of 33%,. Among the
southernstates, Tamil Nadu hasa high
Teakage rate of 15% while Karnataka
is at 6%. The study has noted that the
leakage has come down from 46% in
2011412 to the present level, but more
needstobe done.

Tt wais the linking of the ration card
with Aadhaar that helped reduce the
leakages, The introduction of Point of Sale (PoS) ma-
chines in fair-price shops was another factor, Howev-
er, there is a need for improved tracking and systemic
reforms, The study has suggested better beneficiary
targeting, transitioning 1o food stamps or vouchers, and
direct cash transfers "which could enhance transparen-
ey, reduce inefficiencies, and ensure nutrition security”™
The grains leaked from PDS are often diveried to the
apen market or for exports, They distort the market and
impact food price levels, apart from denying food to the
deserving. The government’s food subsidy bill for the
current yearis budgeted at Rs 2,05 wrillion. Itisimportant
that such huge spending is done maost efficiently so that
itis not wasted, There should be the will vo make it leak-
age-proof and the best available technologies should be
used forthat. Itis alsoimportant to weed out undeserving
beneficiaries from the system.

At20%, the
leakage
threatens

toderail the
idea of food
security

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

Seers must stay out of politics, preach peace

The Vokkaliga scer Kumara Chandrashekaranatha

Swami’s call to disfranchise Muslims is unfortunate and

:Ilvlﬂ\\ CAmid waq[mw anc'luluu '!L'l‘r w’\nlt Muslims
i

s Constitution, His

1, Now 27), 1

and harmony, the seer seems 1o be |l|lﬂlleﬂ¢.‘|‘d
political ideoksgy of hatred and demaonstranes a 'u.lmf

Divisive designs

The current communal unrest in
Sumbhal underscores the grow
damger of a return todivisive issues
(Sambhal row reveals divisive
designs, again, Nov 27y, The Places
of Worship Act (Special Provisions)
Act, 1991, was enacted 1o maintaln
the status guo on religious sives and
prevent escalating arguments, How-
ever, the push for exploration contin:
ues, particularly atsensitive HIIC'!]IlK.‘

protected at all costs,
Trisha §, Bengalury

Promote harmony

With reference to your editorial
"Sambhal row reveals divisive
dlesigns, wgain’ (Now 27), the recent
deaths at the 16th-century mosque
in UP underscore the long-standing
unrest surrounding religious sives in
Tndia, It's crucial for authoritics to
ensure peace and safety and actively

Varanasi and Mallnuru e

promote und between

. Officials
MUSE Fea Hln'rl thelr commitment to
uphalding the law and discouraging
political explodtation of religious
issues that threaten harmony. The
spirit of the Constitution should be

o

Anshu Vijayan, Bengaluru
EVMsstay

Itis laughable that every time op-

g of T
that Pakistan has deprived voting rights 1o non-Mus-
lims showcases his ignorance, As a respected figure, he
puu.r ! pdate his knowledge i mold causing harm to
refiglous harmony and democratic ethos

TV Pandarinath Naldu, Kushalnagar

position parties lose elections, they
rdse the issue of EVM tampering,
but when they win, they remain
silent. This has been a pattern alver
every election. The Supreme Court
has rightly dismissed the plea by
Congress leaders to revert to paper
ballots, EVMs have been proven
tamper-prool multiple imes by the
Election Commission. Opposition
parties should stop blaming EYMs
for their electoral losses,

Surappa Ravindranath, Bengalury

Dur readers re weltome 1o emall lefters (o

Ny leAters.
emaied - not handwritten - will be aoepied)
Nl etlers st carry thie sender’s postal
‘address and phone number

up, Tt
and cause conseq IIL'III Jobh
logs i1 LIS export Industries.
S0, even if jobs are created in
US import-competing firms,
the net job ercation would
cornespondingly less,

T acdelithon, the pi

theiner
ness of US goods and henee,
exports, Thus, the net impact
o LIS trade deficit reduction
would be less due 1o the ex-
change rateeffect,

Another big challenge
comes from the interest
rabe front. Trump is highly
eritical of the Fed raising in-
terest rates to fight inflation.
Trump’s tarill and immigra-
tion policy issure ks infla-
o, Bt o Truemgp sl insises
o reducing interest rates 1o
Benedit his rich industrinlist
Iriendsandthe housingsector
(where he has business inter-
wsts), the standard monetary
policy tool to combat inflation
wonild not be mvailable, Trump
is m:u nst Fed ||1=|cpnldl-‘1lt‘t

mass deportation of ille-
al” immigrants who mostly
work in agrieulure and con-
atruetion would eause labour
ghortage and hence, a rise
in wages and prices of food
and houses.

Higher prices, along with
UI\JI)(m'd expenditure culs

andl mayy theFedie
Tower interest rates.

Someal Trump's proposed
policies may not materialise.
The mass deportation of
undocumented immigrants
spread across the country
will be difficult toimplement.
Further, the government's
cumtmn.pulluﬂan:lllw:hu:

wolkd

|xulk1|l:|l1v1mr: low-income
groups that would not ben-
it from tax cuts but would
lose to the extent the cuts in
government expenditure fall
on social security and health
its. OHl prices would fall

a3 Tramp would go for more
villing of fossil fucls, without
caring for theclimate impact.

Riskis of retaliation

Not only China bur also
‘friendly’ countries facing
highertaritlsaremost ikelyto
retaliate by imposing match-

e biusi ness
erests of Tramp's rich do-
nors, Flon Muskin particular,
For example, if China retali-
ates by deniying acoess to the
eritical materials for making
batteries (which China con-
trolstoalargeextent) for EVs
(Elon Musk's major business),
Trumg may very well go for
“deals’ with the Chinese {and
aiher tracling parmers) in se-
lective cases.

(The writer it a former
Praofessor of Economics,
IIM Caleutta, amd Cornell
University, US)



