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Delay and bail

Senthilbalajis bail was overdue, but he

should not be made o Minister

ail is no boon, It is a rowtine relief for
B anyone arrested and kept In custody o
give the investigating agency enough
time to gather evidence about an offence without
the risk of interference by the suspect, In fraught
times when agencies are seen as political wen-
pens of the ruling dispensation, the rebease of a
pelitheal functiomary such as former Tamil Nadu
Minister V. Senthilbalafi on conditional bail be-
comes a cause for celebration among his party
eolbeagues, The allegations against him are quite
serious, and a spell of imprisonment onee a se
rlous investigation was taken up was not surpeis-
ingg. However, his prolonged Incareeration on the
charge of money bundering gave the criminal
procecdings agalinst him a palitical colour, After
avier 15 months, he hiss obtained ball from the Su-
reme Court of India. While courts have been re-
wetant to grant ball in money lundering cases, It
was only a matter of dme belore the cowrts began
reiterating that bail is the norm, and jail the ex-
ception. It is a welcome sign that the Court feels
no more constrained by the badldenying features
of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLAY and similar liws, Tt concern has now
rightly shifted to the possible violation of the re-
mand prisoners’ constitutional rights in the form
af protracted delay in commencing and conduct-
ingg the trial. Therefore, long imprisonment with-
out hope of an early trial has become o justified
ground for grant of bail,

In Mr. Senthilbalaji's case, the PMLA charge
arcae from the allegation that when he was Tran
sport Minister in the erstwhile AIADME regime,
he had collected bribes through his fate

Keep the fire of the self-respect movement going

hiks yeur marks the start of the
hundredth year of the Self-Respect
Movement, An emancipatory

movement unlike any other, its aim
Wi 1o e i and Ities 1o
challenge and overthrow the hlerrchical
structures that oppressed them. But the
movement traversed farther to nurture rational
thinking, inspire subaltern politics, advocate
women's rights and promote social justice.
Though the Self-Respect Movement s
synonymously assockited with the Dewddian
Movernent, there are key but subtle differences.
Taogether, both movements contimue to gulde the
political outlook of Tamil Kadu and provide an
undisputable counter-balance o the emergence
of the majoritarian onslaughts across Indian
soelety.

The emergence of self respect

Over the st decade or so, Su11ll.mh1.'r has been
celebrited as ' Month' to ¢ T
thi histerienl highlights of the Dravidian
Movermnent., This month, the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DME) commemaorates three lindmark
evenis: the birth date of CN, Annadural (‘Anma');
the founding of the DMK and the birthdate of EV,
Ramasamy ('Perdyar'), While Anna ks regarded as
thie proliteal patelarch of contemporary Tamil
Nadu, Perlyar is considered its compelling
thought leader, To understand the meodern sockl
archivecture of state, it is essentlal w teick the
Impact of the Self-Respect Movement, which
Perlyar conceptualised and carrled through for
nearly 50 years,

In the history of the Sell-Respect Movement,
the year 1925 bs regarded to be signtficant for two
leery reasons: the launch of the first issue of the
Tamill weekly, Kudl Arasu (The Republic) in May,
and Perlyar's departure from the Indian Natlonal
Congress (INC) in November, While the kst

{ d event s regarded as

from job asplrants in his department, but ultl-
mately those who had paid for jobs did ot get
any appointment, The police case regarding this
hing vesulted in six charge sheets, The Court has
mostedd that the final decision in his PMLA case can
come only after the trial in respect of these cases,
The former Minister, & defector from the
AIADME to the DMK, enjoys unwavering support
from his present party, to the extent that Chief
Minister and DMK President MK, Stalin hias ex-
tolled his “sacrifice™ and “resolve”, However, this
demonstration of support from one side and
lowabty From the other should not mean that the
grivity of the offence involved should be forgot
e, After all, Mr. Stalin himsell had, while he was
i the Opposition and Mr. Senthilbalaji Minlm'r.
the and dedd ac-
tlon. Mr. Senthilbals lji'!l entry into the DMK may
have changed the political equations between
them, However, the cause of fustice for the vie
tims of the job scandal and a falr trial for the ac
cusedd would be served well i Mr Stalin avodds in-
ducting Mr. Senthilbalaji again in his Cabinet
wintil hie s cleared of the charges,

the course
The Centre and the States need to fight

ith the southwest monsoon drwing
w o a close, north India, particularly

the States In the Indo-Gangetic
plaing, brace themselves for the annual spike in
winter pollution. Earlier this week, a top func
tlonary in the Prime Minkster's Office comvened a
meeting with representatives from Delhi, Harya.
ma, Punjub, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, along
with the heads of several minkstries in Delhi, The
brled was to take stock of the steps in place to pre-
vent air quality from deteriorating umwtr:mhi
eally in Delll, While pollution from vehd

marking the formal beginaing of the Sell-Respect
Movernent, Kudi Arasu, even in its early months,
Introduced a new dynamie in thu.-i.mwhllt
Mulras Presid The ] da
strong zeal for social reform beyond merely
sdvoeating the politeal gains of communal
representation. Afver lemving the Congress,
Periyar used Kudi Arasu to adopt an unrestrained
approach in criticlsing the then INC and
Brahminism, a term which he used to refer to the
horrors of the Hindu caste orthodoxy it
espotised,

I the Madras Presicdency, the Justice Party had
formed Government in 1920 and was a vanguard
for non-Brahmin politics, which also nominated
the first woman Legislative Council Member, Dr.
Muthulakshimi Reddy and issued the Communal
Government Order advocating reservations n
government employment. Parallelly, Periyar
organdsed the first Self Respect Conference in
Chengalpet (Tumil Nadu) on Febraary 17, 1920
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With growing
cultural
homogenisation
and divisive
Idenloghes in
Inddia, the
movement
MUSE Slep up
the fight for
sochl justice,

rationalism

whileh was revolutionary even by today's
standards. The conference addressed equal
property rlnhlu for women, m:ﬂlﬂ:m of easte

opportunity for the Sell-Respect Movement I8 the
cultural homogenisation led by the right wing,
The ideology of Hindutva poses a significant

names, ed amd ey lties
for women, marital equality and mare, The
participation of the sendor Justice Party leaders
Including the then Chief Minister of Madras
Presidency at the Chengalpet Conference testified
Its popularity and success, Perbyar leveraged this
1o turm the focus from mere non-Brahmin
palitical representation to the remedies for
religion-sanctioned lower easte groups, the
depressed classes, and women within society.

The first 100 years and Self-Respect 2.0
The Self-Respect Movemnent Is known for its
radieal soclal reforms Including the Introduction
and the popularksation of sell-respect marriiges,
which removed the necessity for Bralumin priests
and religlous rivuals. By doing so, Perfyar threw
deswn the gaantlet wo teaditional Hindu practices
controlling marriage, He fashioned self respect
ARTEAEES [0 3 manner 1o grant women
autonodmy, equality and dignity, and symbolised &
break from tradition, Self-respect marriages were
enacted Into low when the DME formed the
fxmmmtnt in 1967, thereby marking the first
sphslative achievement for the Sell* Respect
Mivement,

Another key limb of the Self- Respect
Movement was its advocacy for women's
liberation from oppressive sociil norms. This
Included championing causes such as widow
remurriage, the right o divarce, the right 1o
property, and even abortion. Additionally, the
mevement eriticised anclent texts that degraded
woanen, and actively promoted contraception as
ameans of empowering women to control their
owm bodies. Moreover, the Self Respect
Movement was also phvotal in its prometion of
Inter-caste marriages, which was seen as a
push-back vo the patriarchal forces controlling
chiioe of partmer and murriage.

Throughout the preIndependence years, the
Self-Respect Movement was seen to advoeate the
pricritisation of social reform over politdeal
Independence. This has come to be a major
eritigque of the movement itsell, with some
commentatars golng as e s sccusing
selfresp 5 1o be me hi ll11l’] ¥

hall 1o the principles of the Self Respeet

Movement by promoting a singular identity that
sieeks to assimilate India's diverse culieral
practices into a stundardised framework. This
homogenisation undermines the distinct
regional, lingulstie, gender and caste-bused
klentities that the Self-Respect Movernent has
historically sought o protect and promaote, By
rarginalising movernents that challenge the
sockal order and resisting social reforms that
wddress Inequalities, Hindutva threatens o erase
the cultural diversity and progressive changes
wdvocated by the Self-Respect Movement. The
movement's future relevance depends on
risslsting this push towards cultural unkformity
and continuing to champion individual identities
with particularistic grievances to protect the
Larger deal of social justiee.

The modern world around us is seeing the rise
of more complex identitles where caste intersects
with class, religlon, mndl.r, und sexuality. As

gender norms e b , the it
wonld need o address new nch.-r related isswes,
such as LGETOLA rights and gender fuldity,

which were nota focus when lhc movement
originsted. Integrating these coneerns of
mtersectionality into the next version of the
Seli-Respect Movernent while staying trie 1o s
Foundational principles will be o critleal
challenge.

The Information era, woday, §s rife with
rmisinfsrmation and falsehoods in the guise of
free speech, The digital and social media are
manipulated to reinforce and aggravate caste
binses and group prefudices, The movement has
to engige particularly with ”wlf people in order
to rebut and resist this modern-day menace. Itls
also equally important to continuwously
communicate with the generations of young
persans who are far removed rom teaditonal
caste practices but still susceptible to right-wing
propaganda, questioning amtl-caste reforms and
sockal policies such as reservations,

A critical mission
As the Sell-Respect Movement enters its seconed
century, its mission is more critical than ever,

This hides a el the
mervement and the nationalise l.aua The
SelfRespect Movement was not :nﬂﬂmd o

ol

with cultural homogenisation and
rising divisive ideologies operationalised by a
host of crgandsatkons inclucling the Rashtriya

Independence but warned of a ref
Eritigh rulees with elite Hindu easte groups. Over
the years, the idea seeded by this movement has
resulted in a greater understanding of political
autonoamy and has contributed 1o the evolution of
the spirit of federalism within the country,

The i has s set of challenges, It is
essential for every movement to redefine iself
and its role In comemporary soclety, Looking
aresuimel the country, the biggest challenge and

vk Sanggh, colneidentally also
estublished in 1925, the movement must intensify
s fight for soclal justice, equality and
ratlonalism, By boldly addressing contempaorary
Essues, it can sharpen its impact while staying
e b s roots, Thee future of an inclusive soclety
Fnges o this renewed vigour. Now I the time w
reignite the movement's revolutionary spirit,
ensuring that its ieals not only endure but also
bz the waiy for generations o come,

Russia’s geopolitical pivot to Asia, a new India chapter

Europe and made a Usturn to the Asian

countries. As a result of this move, the knot
of nealiberal interdependence between Russia
andl Evrope becuome undone, with costs o the
Blobal economy,

The seed for sueh a tuen was repeatecly
E::clnlmu since the financial crisis of 200708
twas "acdjourned sine die’, For the Russtan
political leadership, the core motives remalned

well-established, The country’s economy wias
closely woven into western markets and fnancial
structures and, therefore, remalned suscepeible
o esternal shocks resulting from politeal and

l 1 20052, Mascow eut Bs economic tes with

emissions, road and umls‘uulcm dust, solid
waste management, and diesel sets have over the
years been counted as key sources of emisslons,
the burning of paddy stubble in Punjab and Ha
ryana is known to be responsible for as much as
A0% of the pollutant load during October and No-
vember. Punjab is expected o generate 19,52 mil-
lion tomnes of paddy straw this year as compared
o Haryana's 8 million tonnes. At the meeth
both States have commisted o “eliminate™ paddy
stubble burning this year, To be sure, last Novem:
ber, the Supreme Cowrt of India had expressly or-
dered that such burning completely ceases. This
year, it has demanded w know from the Centre
the steps that hive been taken to address the pro-
blem, Whether the States can comply remains to
b seen,

The harvest season of 2023 saw a 59% fall in
the number of stubble-buming incidents in Pun
Jab as eompared 1o 2022 in Haryana it cdipped by
40% but Uttar Pradesh saw a 30% rise. Desplte
the solutlons w0 address the problem being
known — create economic incentives as well as

unitive measures to prevent straw from being

urned ~ implementation remains a challenge,
Purjals says that it hopes o manage 1.5 million
ronnes of its paddy straw through in-situ (on the
fheld) crop reskdue management and the rest via
ex-sitn methods. Similarly, Haryana will manage
3.3 million tonnes in-situ and use ex-situ methods
far the remainder, In addition to this, 2 million
tonnes of paddy straw would be ‘codired’ in 1l
thermal power plants across the NCR region. Co-
firlng reders to tuming the straw nto pellets that
can be used as a source of carbon. Experience ove
er the years shows thit several of these machines
are not avallable w farmers when reguired,
While using the straw in power plants has often
been touted as a solution, there is no well-oiled
system in place o transport straw from feld to
plant. The causes of the pollution crisis are multi
lyered and will yield results only gradually, The
States and the Centre must set aside their polit
cal differences and stay the course collectively.

Y

The core feature of today's geopolitical
manoeuvres Is that they hive both eastern and
southern implieations, Russia's $240 billion trade
with China did not overshadow the dynamism of
Inclin-Russia tes, which, for many, proved o be
the maost important outeome, The countries
without common borders and well-established
logistic rowtes have managed o bulld up trade
relations almost from serteh, The opportunities
offered by India, previously considered as terra
tncognita for Russian business, spurred
discussions on the necessity to change the
econamic grounds of cooperation,

The factors that mattered
For Russia, political imperatives were o
prevecuisive for enhinneed commercial relations,
Indhu position of non-mvovement in the

san condlict served as a guarantee for
ulahd ty in policy planning. For India, on the
contrary, it was the economy that led o the
extension of political contacts, as forelgn polley is
driven by internal fetors,

These distinet positions have become a subject
for comvergence and a shifl o more pragmatic
grounds, India s not willing o make any type of
political commitment. But, at the same time, it
imports Russiin oll which helps it with sivings
wndl also provides it an opportunity o re-export it
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The lll\l‘.ll-l'll-.ll!
crlshs
hﬂ\lnll' the
major incentive
for Russia’s turn
o Indlia, but

In just three months after the Ukeaine conflier,
the countries have covered much of what they
hawe fudled to do in decades, Fussia bs Indin's
fowrth large trading partmer. In June 2022, the
level of bilateral trace surﬁm'd §4.5 billion, Two
years later, in May 2024, the figure rose o §7.5
billkon. IF one factors in wnofhclal eade, the figure
could rise to several billion. Thus, in just one
maonth, the trade turnover figure exceeded that of
thee engire 2021,

The meeting between Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Russian President Viadimir
Putin in July this year resulted in the
announcement of setting up a bilateral trade
tirget of $100 billbon by 2000, In the context of
the relatively low capacity of the Russian market,
problems in aceess o forelgn technologhes,
loww-dlevelaped loglstie routies and a sanctions
regime, achieving this target will require
addivional politcal effors,

Some hurdles

The fiest problem arlses from the lack of
economic complementarity between the two
countries, Russia is now promoting its own
Industrial production and pursues a policy of
moderate technological nationalism, It is the
sume with India which is pursuing a ‘Make in
Ireclin’ mgenicla,

Second, the sanctions regime limits
opportunites to overcome trade imbalances,
Smiall and medium enterprises could become
major fxctors in the boosting of bilateral trade
and investments, but the countries lack a stable
payment mechanism, an investment protection
agreement, a chear arbitration system and single
loglstics operator for transport corridors which
can provide a full spectrum of transportation
services for exporters, Some of these obstacles
would be ellminated by hindig a better presence
of Russian banks in India — by the means of
Integration of national payment systems and
ereation of the payment gatewnys in order o

USSR, Except the nuclear and military spheres,
the current bilateral interaction lacks big
Envestment profects In the secondary sector as
well as research programmes of significance,
Today's technology cooperation should be more
business orbented, Constrsction and the
maodernisation of factories, power plants,
refineries and mines in India are promising arcas,

Finally, eooperation in schence and education
does not have the desired pace of development. 1t
should nclude projects in the scence,
technology, engineering, and mathematies
(STEM) subjects and also in social scence, which
wonld help o eliminate the information vacuum
between each other,

The outlook
The Ukralnibin erisks has become the major
Ineentive for Russia’s turm to India but it limits the
seope of the bilaveral engagement. India bs now
Encing pressure from outside and Russia is

1 its financial 1 ‘o sustain its
economy, These clreumstances have eaused
seepticism about the stability and life time of the
current thaw,

In the midierm, there could be a certain
contribution from the booming miliary complex,
Russian industry will be able to increase its share
En the Tncliin market due o the lowpeice
characteristics of products. With prospects of a
transition of some Russian production capacity
from the military to the elviliin sphere,
engineering will cause no less interest,
Agricultural and construction nuwhlncri",‘ rallroad
traing and medieal equipment could be bound for
Inhin. At the same time, India could provide
Russin with a range of products less accessible for
business and consumers. Smartphones and
dligital processing units hivee already become
Incia's maln export fems,

The major problem is about the quality of
trandde. India's export misses engineering
pr|>¢luctu smarnphones wpc wetid 1o Russii e

soften the effect of foms in the

in the Iy plants of forelgn

o Europe as a petroleum product, Another case :nml.ll ml..l he sphere, compardes. In order to have & more stable

s Ui Impiort o fertilizers and sunflower ofl from urdies in (he Third, technology and investments, This area | footing, India and Russia should look at hew to
Russia that helps o reduce food inflation amid bilateral was a hallmark of the India-Soviet friendship but ncrease in bilateral production chains
climate shocks, Cnggement became the maln easualty in the collapse of the and ncmlllm- issues of localisation,
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ball granted him by the State Chief what this 'sacrifice’ Is, and clean by the law, Israel in Lebanen has mised | from spreading. They must

One falls to understand why | Minlster — *Your sacrifice Is | for who and when, The A, Jalnulabdean, congerns that it may ansure that Israel ks kept in
there is so much hype over preat and your will is even Chif Minister should resist Chennsl becoma another Gaza-like check as it seems to be
the release of former Tamil Rreater” — are out of scale the termptation to make Mr. situation. World leaders focused on choosing war
Nadu Mindster V. (Inside pages, Septembar Senthilbalaljl a Minister ‘Growlng conflict rmust prevent the risk of OVET pEaCE,

Senthilbalajl. The ). again. Mr. Senthilbalaji The escalating eonflict greater conflict and the Gantl Venkata Sudhir,
felicitations showered on Cne would ke to know should wait till pronounced | between Hezbollah and existing wars being fought Secumdernbad
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Karnataka reining in CBI
may be good in long run

i whosed comies ull edrele with the Knmataka mvernment withdrawing the

unaral consent o the Centeal Burean of Investlgathon (CBI) for probing cass.

within thi state, Karnatalka wies the st state to withdraw such consent when

thar thr danata governiment alleged bias i 1960 and set a procedunt of soris in
tukckng nim ot the fedeeal strveture of the Unlon of states that |8 Indie

I the curvent r‘mlll)!llll.lmlllllrl.(l. Traught with friction in Centre-state relatbonships,
Hurnntaka {8 the elghth to withdraw such consent, the others boing Puanjab,
dharkhand, Keenls, West Burgal, Telangana, Meghadoya, aned Tamil Nadu: excopt
Maghalayn all states bukng ruled by Opposition parties,

“The withedrawal of consent mesns the Saderal investignting agency would have to
sk parmissbon from the stide government on o casedy cose basks before any probe,
wven IF 0t §8 to do with in Contral unider the
Pravention of Carruaption Act.

The remaval of geaoral consent taloes away o major Aashpodnt between the BIPJed
Comvtre and Opgposttion-ruled states mnd sinoe the consert mechunism s desied to
balanos thee powers of the Central i with the autanomy of stte ln:wu‘nmln. I
e the CHI does nod overstep Jurlsdbction without state approval,

The thming of the 'A'|lhﬂm’\\'l‘ll dlm.l}klmu'. rl.ll 'nlslll‘!rrlillklmllmhl Ihiu‘ }D‘L"m?r

rcting s cl minister ramalal who 0 he
Tho accusations of - yeobed by thn sis Lokayukia raring 1 ety

LETTERS

L] L] L]
Simena Soosionenn | Migrants facing heat in UK
e boan more I i ko Heman Soren ant Arvond Knriwal who 9  INDORE FASHION SENSE

went to jall before oblakning ball from the Suprome

Centro came 10 (u, . "
& |T§‘ gt Ilhlll thiIIIEIn n{m'n.nlanfsum ? Surely, the urban develop-
power over Central leaders and chiel mindsees like M Soven and Mr . leba
agencies with the il by the Enfurcement Dirvciurute under PMLA llro ( : n ans m u e . ment minister of Madhya
2018 amendments Act interfored with thelr campaign-velated work bifore Pradesh has more impor-

eloctions. Furthermore, theee bs no dery ing the gener
to the PCA Act ally inelfectual investigatbon record of the Central
of 2018  agenches Like CHLand ED Ieading to very fow convie:
e adooe the CHI was st up bn 186 wndee the Delll

Special Poller Establlshment Act.

b the withdiawal af geoeral conwent might rebnforee & snse of lmpanit
in palitheluns, With nvestigative agencles ke the police, the Lalayukta or the vigl-
Laron dibrectorate being under the cantrol of th 1t bsanly likely that they will ned
b allowed to probe nedas and babas who ave with the rallag dispensat bn,

e Supreme Court hod commentied that such withdrawal *s not destrable” while
nf varleus times sceusing the Centeal ageney of being & “eojed parvot”, But the neea-
watbans of CBI bikng partisan have been more in theair sinoe the Centre canse to e
cla groater pawer over Contral agencies administratively as well ns legally with the
2008 amandmens to the PCA Act of 2010,

‘While courts are stlll empowered to institute CBI probes when 1I|u‘ Ehibnk the cee
warrants, the dificulty of ptting up and
by i any probe by Contral agenches has proved to bo so difficult in :Im current Dlﬂl
wan political climate that it 1s best the country breathes withaout the fear of federal
fpawers bedng misused, nred o8 the nation has becamie te corvuption i high plces,
1t 18 bosit the fives of Pl iehes of th there clo not singe the notkon,

Saudi output up, oil prices to dip

- bald mei, Saidd Arabin has decidid to fnevense s ol production desplbe

the potentin for a global oversupply. This comes ot a time when other major oil

producing rntions are tread ing cotlously, While this deciskon has sent shock-
waves through all markeds, leading to a drop in the stock prices of all companbes,
the Kingdom's strategy appears to be driven by long term considerations rther
thun short-term priee Ductustbons,

ikl Arabls, a8 a leading member of the Orgnlsation of the Petrodeum
Eaporting Countrbes (OPEC), has historically wielded shmificant influence over
global ofl prices through cordinated production cuts and Increases, OPEC, cur-
rently comprising 13 nations including Saudi Amabia, Irag, and Venezsels, has
often worked bo stabilise markets, In recent yeurs, OPEC his ex; ‘Fumlutl i1 collabor
ration with non-member producers ke Russk, under the OPEC+ alllance.

The I wroup, which includes players like Mexico and Knmkhstan, has
sought 1o balanee ol morkets by adpsting output durkng times of erlsis lilee the
Covid. Saudl Arabdn's declsbon to boost productbon, however, marks o potentkal
ahift in s approach within this framework.

Hy ramphng up production, Saud] Arabia seems willing to endure lower prioes for
the short I.|'|‘m.l]h1nr|n tindldcate that the rarnp up could add about 1E0000 barrels
por day ﬁhlxl] of extrn erude ofl suppl
global oll balwnes and lead to stock
[

y e mosith. This Is expected to loosen the
el by 025 andl keep prices under modorte

lin's home minkstor
At Shah  would
hawve elismissed them
ns “termites”. Baing
ually unsymapathet-
e for those who tke Incred-
e risks to better them-
salves, Britain's new P'rime
Minlster, i Kelr Starmer,
promdses to “shut down the
smuggling  routea” and
“smash the gangs" traffick-
b b human belngs. To
lhu! el e his mT:alniul
o former senlor pol
cort, Maitin Howltl, a8 bor
dar’ socurity commander
with crders 1o lead o “now
o of  International
enforcemant ",
Thls den't the anly contro-
versy o darken Sir Kelr's
horlzon. His cancallation of
the winter fuel allowance
paid to pensloners, the
ELTO000 salory = £3,000
maore than he diaws
sanctioned for his chief of
staff, Sue Gray, not declar
kg choth orth £5,000
that the Labour poer Lord
Alll gifted to his wife,
aceapting ol manner of
freebies, the [t just goes
o But the international
overtones of th "termites”

‘The steategy may abin to maintain or incoease s market share by undercutt
higharcost producers. This could be slgnifleant as man Mllﬂﬂn shift toward
venewnbibe eneeiy sources wnd reduce rellance on fossil fuels, Flooding the market
whth cheapir ol conild push out smaller producers and snsure Saudi Arabio’s dom-
inanoe whn demand stabllises.

Crude ofl prices have fuctsated significantly in recent montha, with prices
ronching SH0-§06 per bonrel n kate 05 due to OPECH production euts. However,
wihth Saudl Arabla's new production strategy, prices could drop farther in the corm:

g momths, This would hurd obl bt raliel
o ol Ilmnmlngnnlltu\nllh lmllu Japan, malnumg Inl.l.mnn: [.nhv:n'nu]:y costs
wotkd help case ¥ [reALIre,

nomie netivity.

In the short borm, oil and gas compantes may experience a hit o thelr stock
pirdoms. Yot, i th long term, Saudi Armbia's gamble could meshape the gobal odl
markit, benaliting econcmbes that rely on lower energy prices while relnforeing
the Kingdam's rale as a dominant fores in the enengy lindscape,
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"y affects
Britaln's — mage  and
lentity.

Tha bulk of migrants
logal ar atherwise — e
fromn the paorer Afro-Askan
nations targeting the rich
Weat, Can they be perima-

wichudend from the
s wealth without
making o mockory of gob-
alisatlon? Moreover, any
battle against them can
Il o s hncl-om clasls with
asplring Inedians who com-
prise the world's lurgest
dlaspara,

Far all Prine Minister
Narendra Modl's bonsts
about  Iedin - belng 2
UVialwa Gura™, 25 million
Indinng  happaly r'
fromn the country anmaally
Willlam Dalrymple's now
back, The Gokden Rosd:
Ancient  India
Transformed the World,
futters tham by embellish-
Ing Incin's history “with
visdons of o fantnstic, and
technologleally advanced,

Hindu past”, as a Guardizn
voviower puts I, but the
stark truth is that the num-
Ix'rul’llndlnnn whis risk the
prous waters of the
ﬁhm Charnel in small
and fragile boats soared by

por coryl In BEL
iil'llnh: 18 rapdly becom-
kg an immigrant's par-
aclbsa. Immigration exeeed-
od emigration by more
than 100K pvery  year

bartwiren 1966 and
Nearly 41 por cent of
Landon  resbdents  wiere
barn outside the UK. Sk
millkon poople (nine per
cont ol the total) living in
thit UK in M20-2021 were
Tovelgners, not even hild-

bz dund eitbnshd
'#In' Lhull.ﬂl\w."lmml o

al, so vt the salution be,
Undir pressure o tike in
e foredEn migrants, Sie

Redr hopes for o collective
Europenn strategy to repel
unwanted PeIETrE,

Fuood with a somiwhat dif-
feremt demographie prot-
Lo, Mr Modd is trying to
hilp Hindus, Sikha, Hud-
dhists, Jakns, Parsks and
Christhans (pveryone ex-
copt Muslimsl) without
mvnlvll\u the eountries

Afghnnistan, Banglsdesh
and Pakistun — whore they
are atranced,

O of Ske Kdr's st for-
abgn trips after moving it
Number Ten wis to R
whare e paid tribute to
the  Prime  Minkster,
Glorgia Meloni, who is
doscribed as the first far
right Italian Jeader since
et Mussolin. aly and
the Eurapenn Unlon have
Slgned treatles o give

fnancial - support 1o
Tuniaia — o take-off point
for migrants — in return

T & erackdown on peopli
embarking  for  any
Eurapean Unbon mimber
nation, The EU agroed in
I on o peckage
Inveeluctingge 500 mdllon ouros
o general econonbe abd for
Tunisin and another Illl'-
million eures for measies
b b magrwton,
Another  deal  with
Tiruna, the capltal of nlgh-
bt Albarika, for whit

For all Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's

annually.
Britain is
uf::lﬂlr
Immigrant's paradise.

s colled “offsharing”
Includes setting up two
migration processing con-
tres in Albania, intercopt:
h:x and wervening 34,010
igois, anil simd ing hack
s wha are not umnltl-
aved suitabde for sbsorp-

tan i Jaly, Ms Mkl
povernmient has also pro-
vided Libya — also m popu-
lar vkt polnd — with flve
hully equipped”™ baats to

Iberoapd mkgrants at som,
A avesult, the number of
Megal - migranis — who
aronsd the Mediterranean
Loty fr Ilul}‘ iell by 2
118,000 to

|Il|n|li'Mu|]In
ment “reimirke

able” and “profound”.
Hee took Me Hewltt, the

border foree commander,
with him to Rome to show
he means business, But
mmeclin roports indlcate that
Mr Hewitt's = vhiw,
strongarm methods will
ned succesd withowt sup-
parting deterrent  mea-
sures. Many aven feel that
the  plan  devised by
Britain's provious Tory
povernments under Horls
alahinsen and Rishi Sunak
b i asylum-seckors o
Hw may hivve acted o8
a dotervent. The schene,
which Mr Starmer lost no
thme in abrogating, cost the
UK ot Jeswst £318 mallbon.
Soaner or Later the ofgn-
ksnrs miy havve o fce up o
thir et that the voute the
mmdgrants take and the help
they may or may not
receive an route matiers
lesn than wisere they come

It's a mistake 1o think of
these migrants s poar,
Thit poor in South Asla
connot afford w0 take a

lght. Most migrants are
velutively well off by Indian
standards and hall from
Punjab and Gujarad, two of
Indin's moare prosperous
atmbin with m lomg histary of
migration o the US,
fallow what traflickers call
e “denkey route” — u cli-
culbtous, perilous multl-hop
Journey — to wvokd Tongg
dilayn on account of o s
slve  bocklog  of  dme
migration coses involving
yoars of walting.

The US Customs and
Bavder Protectlon sorviee
raported  noandy 67,000
ancounters nvalving
Indinns  In 2029, Signi-
fleantly, those along the
northern border skyrocket-
ol from around 2200
N o more than 0000
becouse  many  legal
migrants o the US now
find Cannda a quicker and
safier opthon than the tradi-
thonal donkey route via
Meico. Justin Trudeau's
doslre to attract interma-
Honad stiderts mace it oas-
ler for Indlans to obtain
Canadinn visas desplte his
probiloms with Mr Modi,

ith many more Indbans
now cronsing the northen
US boader than the south-
arn, TG pncounters wern
roported in the frst lx
memths of 2023 in e north,
apainst only 1L053 n the
south,

This shift can exteact a
1n||(||.||||.y high priee. The
bodles of elght migrants,
Ineluding o fnlly of faur

i India, were dlscov-
aved in March last year in
the 8t Lawrence river,
whhn thay hod tried to

from  Canada,
blmllm Iy, & n-mlly of four

from  Gujarat frose o
dimath in Juruary 2022 cnl
a fow feel from the L
bardir,

With. Sir Kelr Starmer
detormakned to provent sur-
roptitious Channel cross
Ingn, Cilorgla Melani uml

tant things to do rather
than worry about the
revealing dresses some
women are said to wear in
Indore. He would do well
to address the Issue of
rapes and caste discrimina-
tion in the state, Times
change and what was
unacceptable some dec-
ades ago is normal now.
And how does a woman
wearing revealing clothes
tarnish the image of the
clty? Exactly what are
revealing clothes? The min-
Ister would do well to clari-
fy. Such leaders who com-
plain about degeneration
of Indlan culture by West-
em influence are second to
none in sending their chil-
dren to corrupt West to
study and live there.
Anthony Henriques
Mumbal

WELL DONE, ANURA

IT 18 APFLAUDABLE that Anurn
Kumara Dissanynke, tho newly elect-
od President of ?m Lanka, has w h-
dieawn maost of the unwarranted pecks
Nikee frve houskng, free electiicity and
security services enjoyed by membars
al Parlament and ministers and has
alan don away with the persion dmwn
by them. He his alk only ane gov-
ernment vehicle to each MPP and
advised thim 1o survesder o vehl-
clos n thelr possessbon. 1t soems such
survendered vehicles ave now parked
in the Galle Face green and people are
thronging b have a look at thoee uxu-

vahibeles, Polithckans with corruption

rges agninst them and those who
have sccunvulated ill-gotten woalth at
thie cost of the taxpayer ane jittery now.

‘Tharcius 8, Fo

Chennai

CHANGE OF GUARD

SHIGERU ISHIBA, former defence
wnbidnter, will e Japan's nest Prime
Minlstor umv w!nnlnn the Liberal

from. That's why Indla  her EU partners alvendy
looens so large on the (et obstructing egal trips
mdggration map, Aceordin across 1

to the Britigh andall US g e

1,16 Inclians arrived in the
UK illegally in small boats
b 202, Indbans now also
male up the thivd-bargest
Emur of undocumanted
milgrants in the United
Stotes, s the  Pew
Research Contre, putting
thitkr ritinbes it T2,000.

didates comunitted to ban-
nibng Wlelt entry, the eon:
fromtation might position a
bonsthul Indla agalnst a
law-abiding warld,

The writer 18 4 sedrior
Jonrmalist, colnnnist
and author

rty’s leadership vote
on Friduy. M Fumibo Kishida encls
his temure, the formar defomee minis-
ter 18 next in line 1o become Japan's
r Liberal Democratic Party
IL131) hodds a majority (n the Lower
House of Parlimment currently, affoc-
tively securing Shigeru Ishida's posi-
thom s Frime Minkster of Japan.
Paul

Chakdala, West Bengal

Farrukh & “A drtzde lads to a downpaie W.A’nnnhaumwm
e ] A mataphar — listho to more? this cam l:?mm.fermmdnt
Dhondy ) mm‘mkmm‘mwmdlmum Gnﬂl.omm wheve King Charles Il went as a
J e Which in thives, thir pupkl; “Labour's VAT rakd on privite schoals poses
c |||l & 1 wunmmmmm ity an throeat”, The wich
abbages A — Jinst Mtek — N reatson wmﬂ your, The nveragn wap o Hritlsh

Kin S o i mmm_wurnmmmf workins i mulﬂmnmmd. |
g — T harse rostored to the front of the cart?* s 1 clodctod! Ex:
Whose existence or mmmlul (I'ver md
~ From The Peeping-Tom Adventures of Don  Albert Carnus, ete, but never quite tood wha
Quiholo  the word naw medns)

Tr. from Bengali by Bachehoo  Also, In the {"rnrygmh'l a pndhm

UK Labour, after
80 days, gets flak
for schools’ VAT,
Starmer freebies

omnmld Orctobar tho UK media will be full
of amsessmonts of the Labour
D okna I o, s e A par
[
beciuse uhurﬁu SR TN AT
at which its leaders have boasted about thelr
achbevements and mldalhwmmhuafmmy nn
mmmnlnglnmtmm tar it anel WTLD Y s

clan wha earms a yoar from the Natlonal
Huealth Service, maans that “1 w Ilhnwla quit being
an NHS doctor and wark in LIDL (a comparatively-

sengi?
¥ Iw ljmd L]
Labour s ros ::m:d numh; u\'t1ld~ngan-1n|:1ll
sloners who will ged a winter fuel allowanoe, o ben-
wfit ntrodueed by Gardon Brown in 1967

‘thee happy g af 65 wnd then some,

munt mu'

:  the |mlgﬁlm tuﬂm

test), i Foromanereplacementwalla, alwa
5’m' %‘Tzﬂﬁ;m: mm. llnul L.nbnurnm::l

I‘um . hm Om ol

st ln In law. i o wchls
{l'hﬁ\mnot" ubdbe™ wt mll but pnr prwm
achoals — but that's Britain®) Value Addod Tax

1 havve bours st sums of over o £100 sch yoar to
m]pgyml bills. S0 huve millions of 0
avar thi age af, at first 50, and lnter starting ot 65,
D wa rved 147 Wiouldd we have frogen to death or
‘el to woar thives swenters througgh winber? Er.. nol
[ trontnd the allowanes o8 though I'd won g loeal bot-
wm:m:wuum

Labour snys it will restrict the payment to

thoe wha really mdlluwchaﬂmlglhnlm for thiie

allowance through

systom. Undoubtodly, theve wil

bureaucrathe or other causal errors
wintor mld wl hout

Al uwsh'mlrs:nmon b af apectaclis ind
e Ingers of the existing beneit m tlemanly suits which the PM proudly
will b some, thro EI cly wore, Al also domated sam som-
mwm e, lhnnnblom-moladrannnnr.whnmadn

t.ﬁe aullows 10 secrot of
Harfy Ji tes i columan for the right-

N Labour's argumint lh
will provide £1.9 bIIl\nn towards I'IlILng the £31 bll

Tion holo i the nation’s which the Tory
Joft hae thom,
.I\. fromn sewiera] Labou rting unbons and

il riumber of thels own L.nhnurmmm
lnﬁ the cut, there were of course the prncrlll
nempmhnm" Tory MPs and commna

hml? pposed to ubnur'l oV, 'l'.llll
dnpwe the fuct that aver 14 years of Tory ke these
and commentators

cuntry hulping
those wha conddn't sfford, through nflation and rls
pbens, thelr daily bread.
am s, a8 any reacder of Dickens will be, that
vary meany eltboens of the 1th worn subiject
1o bilther cold and to starvation. At times in the

LS Enar

armting "British” tremi "Dleklmlln i enndmnm
Now, ltllmmmﬁa m

Inmmnh M.nd'lhnmy wﬂw

anee
mm [ us, and Boels' salf-conscl
not the m bt an astronomical “black
Mlo'nalllnglhtln Black!
Oh Borls, 1 know of no mmdy for
mamory but may 1 vembnd you of the

lea ait 10 Downing
Stroot w md Im i Jockdown on the
mllmdurl'rtu le?

Yos, Sir Kelr hag m]lﬁ that tukbng frookios,
md.nullnnﬂmm]bn::mnh
04, 18 comy hiia wis l:v

stop hg‘ {M
l'mmnwh hibs staff say have to ba in
mmmmnmum

'hi;lg«enm 1 suppase they don't want his ear
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Let’s spare thebazooka

A
DAMIEL MOSS

hina's latest effort to shore up the
economy and butiress markets is
commendable < all the mone so il
the follow-up bs resolute, In tough .

It's vital policymakers get aheacl of mar-
kets, orat least don't allow themselves to

e seen as constantly playing catch-u

Taking the inltiathve counts, but military

obscure as much as enlighten.

The package rolled out Tuesday was
noteworthy in content and delivery.
Markets were enthuslastic, at least for a
day. Bantlefield imagery was everywhere:
A stimulus "bliz" had been unleashed.
The measares, which inchaded an inter-
est-rate cut and steps o assist the stock
market, amounted 1o a “barmge.” Cash
handouts will be given to people in
extreme poverty, A, of course, noe pol-
lcy shift would be complete without
“bazooka.” That tag probably shouldn't
e used to bestow pradse. It has a tumul-

tuous history,

The individual GI's anti-tank weapon
Trom World War 11 has been used as a
descriptor to hall responses as varfed as
the Bank of Japan ramping up quanti-
ip. tative easing a decace ago and Mario
Drraghi's race o keepthe eunsone intact.
Undemtanding the B-word and some of

5,

metaphors only go so far. They can

its tangled deployment ks useful for fig-
uring what may come next, and why
there s likely no single solution to

China's challenges,

One particularly unfortunate fnvoca:
tlom ks atached to a differemt em: The
Amerlean subprime crisls of 20072009,
While efforts to rescue the US and global
ecomomies are now pralsed, aspects of
what transpired didn't look so herok at
thetime. The e wene cemalnby bad calls as

accounted for allmost hall'the US mortgage
miarket. He told lawmakers that handing
him the authority to mscue e woukd

1l Group Ine got

to fght beyond a certain polnt. Within
dws of Lehman's fallure, American

OPINION 9

pullieclout s ametaphor whenever a luge
g {5 noeded, But by firing everything at
anything, it doesn't really macan that msch

and keep

y

ing. lryullmw:utwmmlu\ﬂ: :.mu pocket
and people know it, you probably won't

havetouse " Mr nators in Reliel Progoraim. It was org-
Juily: Corygress soon passed the law, |||nllv devisedto Eacilitate the purchase of
It wasn't enoiugh, Shares in Fanndeand  dodgy assets from banks, but ended up

Freddie tumbihed and, In September, offl-
clabswere forcec o natkonalise them. What
Mr Pauilson was so convinoed woukln't be
neded was, In Fact, recquireck There's even
anangument that mther than bolster con-

lifeline from the Fed. Officlals lobbled
Congress for the broad $700 bilion finan-
\Inl Fescue that became known as the ¥

betng a kind of all-purpose fund. The les-
won % 1o keep Improvising. Conducting
stress tests on banks in carly 2009 was an
Idhear that Tim Gedthner, who suceeeded
Mr Paulson, hatched on a Mexican beach

anymore. Almost as cliché as the bazooka
Is the follow-on plirmse: it Bn't bigenough.
ese officials truly face a bot of

Incoming fire: A disappolnting recovery
rrunu.lmnn:h mic. :In-llm-mnl:hn:ulml

Indlusiry. China Is improvising. lm wi
locan] suthoritles encowrged tobuy empty
houses and officials Noating the ideaofa
market stabilisation fund. Beljing is abo
consldering the infection of $142 bllllon

well as

the context, it

akthroughs, and Henry
Paulson, US Treasury secretary under
Gerome W Bush, probalbly wishes he never
Beard of the M9AL Rocket Launcher, To

Tichence kn the two companies, the bazooka
unclermined it by ralsing the threat of
actlon by the state, It was o rough period:
On September 15, Lehman Brothers
Holdings Ine. Al for bankrugtey.

during n shon break,

By the time the results were released
I Mary 2009, markets had begun to rally
and banks retumed to profit. The econ-
oy soon started growing agaln and the

Into the biggest state banks. It has cer-
talrily been an lmpresshve week for policy
mobilisation, If one thing doesn't work,
try another.

In a tough spot, thinking creatively —

brack to the darkest weeks of 2008,

Despite the Freddie-Fannle debacle,

expansion became the longest on recondl

the companies -

ILLUS TRATION:

HAY SINHA

MrMann hasalottodo

PLAIN POLITICS
ADITI PHADNIS

1 March this year, Arvind

Kejriwal, then Delhi chief minls-

er, was arrested on suspkcion of
money laundering in connection
with alleged comupt ion in awanding
Tbor licences,

The Lok Sabha polls were just
around the corner. Mr Kelriwal was
the country's first serving chief
minlster to be arrested. State min-
isters Atishi, now chiel minister,
and Saurabh Bhardwa), who
leading a mega protest march in
Delhl, and other profesiers were
detained, Dramatic visuals from
IO (i central Dellil) showed Atlshi
being dragged away by copstoa bus
meant to take the protesters to the
nearest police station,

As part of sccurity arrange-
ments, the police closed all mads
leading to the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) headquarters, Water cannons
and  paramilitary forces were
deployed on the road keading tothe
Bharatiya Janata Party  head-
cparters. The ITO M eteo stathon was
shut down.

But all thiswas in Delhi.

In Amritsar, Punjalb, it was all
business as usual. No water can-
10NS, NoT protests, you would never
hawve guessad the founder of the
panty in power in Punjab had been
hauled off to prison. Thene wene no
reverberations of the armest any-
wheere else in Punjab elther, This set
off chatter that all was not well
between Punjab Chief Minister
I hagwant Mann and AAPsUpre
Arvind Kejriwal,

The chatter restared earlber this

week, when the Punjab gevemment
effected its founth cabinet reshullle
i the 30 months the AAP has been
in power In the state, That the
reshiulle showkd hagpen withindays
of Mr Kejriwal's release suggested It
was not Mr Mann but the pany
bosses who were pullingthe strings.

The AAP formed the govern-
ment in Punjabin March 2022 with
aslew of promises, These Included
ree power, employment, cormip:
ton-free governance, workd-class
schiools, health facilities, a 31,000
per month allowance for every
adult woman, an Increase in old-
age pension o 32,500 per month,
reverting to the Okl Pension
Scheme (OPS), and eliminating
dlrugs from the state,

Only a few of these promises
have been kept, The decision o
revert to the OPS, for instance, is
yet to be Implemented and pen-
sloner organisations have warned
of a statewide agitation that will
cover Haryana as well, on October
2, The AAP has high hopes of win-
ning in Haryana ipelling for
Assembly ¢lections on October 5).

The one that hasn't, i

ment n the leglskature — not juston
thee kssuse of handling cases of sacri-
bege against the Guru Granth Sahil
dating backto 2005 bus also on local
sell-governance matters kn Amitsar
like sewape management and water
suppdy. He compladned a junlor engl
neer was more powerful than the
chiel minister, pointing to several
orders lssued by the governnient that
were simply ignomed by the local
admindstration.

Thot the AAP still has traction
with the voter in Pinjab is evident
from the pany's wvictory in the
Jalandhar West byelection held in
duly. The siting A MLA from the
constituency, Sheetal  Angural,
crossed the floor tothe BRIP abead of
the Lok Sabha election, He was
el by the P for the byelect kon.
It waw o big error of judgemient. He
bost theelection after Mr Mann rented
a house ln Jalandhar, camped In the
constituency, and made the victory
of Mohit Bhagat, the AAR cunclidate,
o matter of personal prestige. Mr
Angural lost the poll by a margin of
more than 35,000 votes, quite sub-
stantial for an Assembly constituency.

This was hing of a reversal

oursly, been kept Is the vow of cor-
ruption-free government. In the
reshuflle  just  effected,  the
Department of Mining has had s
fourth minister after three previous
ones were sacked, Mining should
have got the Punjab government
annual revenue amounting o
20,000 crore, a fgure the pary
itself promised in s election man-
ifesto. Instead of revenue golng up,
local media and Oppositon leaders
allege the nexus between the iBegal
mining mafia and the govemment
has lost revenmue for the state, mis
ing only about L300 erome anmually.

The AAP government has s
eritles In the Congress and
Shiiromani Akali Dal (SAD). However,
the government Is facing attacks
from within as well. Policeman:
turned-legisltor  Kunwar  Vijay
Pratap, member of Legislative
Assembly (MLA} from Amritsar
North, has erithcksed hisown goven-

of fortune. Inthe Lok Sabha election,
Mr Mamnn and the AAP had promised
o win all 13 Lok Sabha seats. They
coutld win only three, The party had
Rot42per centof the votein the 2022
Asembly elections. Inthe Lok Sabha
polls in Punjal ik got 26 per cont. The
increase in the BJP% vote share in
the Lok Sabha elections suggests
other political plyers are not siting
still and ewiddling thelr thumbs,

As the campalgn for the
Assembly elections in nelghbour-
ing Haryana carries on apace, Mr
Mann Is quite visible, testifying w
his personal appeal amang volers.
Bt the perlomiance of the Punjaly
government s below par And when
you add to that Mr Mann's own
ambitions in relation to his party
chief, Arvind Kejriwal, maybe some
coumecomrection is needed. Before
anything else, Mr Mann needs to
et hils aet together and tofe ) gov-
emance in the state.

Pink bowls & yellow bottles

EYE (ULTURE
VEENU SMNDHY

ackinthe day, kitchens in urban
B homes looked quite similar.
There woulkd be steel utensiks for
dadly use and corambc ones — citherall
white or with floral patterns on thebor-
= for when guests came visiting,
Thencame the elghties and the kitchen
stanted changing. What was until then
a purely functional, no-frills space had
a new entrant: Melamine.

problematic portrayal of gender roles

Worred about the stability of Freddie
Mac and Fanmle Mae, Mr Paulson went to
Cagsital Hill and sought the ability to selae
Il necessary, The firms
operated under agovernment charter and

the bazooka refiused to be kdled. The anal-
oy evelved bo mean you blast everything
you have at a problem with as big a
weapon as you have. You assume, or hope,
that markets will recognise that it's futile

tering assessment over Uime,

Clreumstances can look miscrable in the
morment, with reason, but get a mone -

and kg — can be advantageous. Theresa
lot to be sabd for marshalling national
power n moments of acute need. But,
please, ket's ghvie the bazooka a break.

With an Imagdnod track reoond Rl thar,
It's o wonder the bazooka keeps getting

Clikoomberg

Army, faith,democracy

How come Indonesia, Malaysia, Turkey, and SriLanka
remain constitutional, democratic, and stable despite
Islam and Buddhism, respectively, but Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Myanmardon't?

you promilse not o google the answer, | will
ask you a question, So please tell me, other
han Peace Nobel Laureate Muhammad
Yunus, which name have you heard In the
context of the power shift in Bangladesh? Dr
&lmmh:n,mhwwk hwnlbauw\lnn Ilwudc
yby

Hiberal beaders, from the Uhlulhe IU.

Now the second question. Why Is it that
amang bath our lange subcontinental nelgh-
bours, democracy has been so fraglle? The
Instinctive answer would be Idam — that Islam
and democracy can’t go together. Tempting
though it mary be for maury, ghven the mood todiy,
Btcloesa't pacs the simplest fact check.

Lok far enouggh east and thisstereotypse fdls
in Indonﬂin which has the world’s largest

wary Malaysda abso
s peaceful electoral transitions, even if these
elect aMahathir Mohamad. Orgowestto Turkey,
Revep Tayyip Erdogan is nolit-
eral democrat. I anything he
miight be Mahathir-plus-phis,
et b albscs has 0 Face electons,
anvdd we never sakd democrcies
are perfect. Indonesia and
“Turkey are just about as Islunk
in terms of thelr population
mibxas Pakistan or Bangladesh,
This demaolishes the e that
Pakistan and Bangladesh keep
foundering because Islam is
Encompat ibke with democracy.

I can take you now to SHEKHAR GUPTA

another country next door:
Myanmar. There ks no [slum there, If anything,
they've persecuted and expelled most of thelr
Mushims, the Rohingya. It Is an almost emirely
Buddhist country, Dictators have mosthy been
n charge, and army juntas keep taking over, as
theyalid in February 2021, Imprisoningt he some-
what democratic Aung San Suu Kyl, a Peace
MNobel lnwreate too, You can't blamse Ilam for
Myanmar's stolen democracy. Whiat would you
blame it on then, Buddhism?

Wecandemal shithis notkon, 1o, just’
our gaee within our nelghbourhood, S Lanka
s prodominantly Buddhist. hs clengy is often
wiolent, racist and rarely a force for liberalism.
Wl the subcontinemt temd to fomget what hags-
pened In SA Lanka during the orginal terrorst
avatarofthe VP Clanatha Vimukthi Peramuna),
the paty whose leader has now been elected to
mlnkrlsm\\rnmm. I that vickent periosd,

not oy condoned rian
Killings ane targeted assesinations, they encour
aped them. Therelore, junk the ldea that
“Ruddism s good for democmcy while Islaim
s badd.” I takes something mone than a faith —

NATIONAL INTEREST

Isdam or any other — to bedevil democmacy.

AL this polnt, Tneed totell you the answer (o
our first question: Which name have you seen
or heard most besides Dr Yunus's since the
powershift in Bangladesh? 1tis G | Waker-

democratic and stable despite Islam amd
Buddhium, respectively,  but  Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Myanmar don’t?

Does the penmy drop? i 't falth alone that
threatens democracy In a country, any falth. it
I8 thve cormislnatbon of faith and mdliary.

I the miblivary is gorified as the ondy instiu-
thon deserving of respeat, with religlon giving it
sanctity, outcomes familiar in Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Myanmar follow, There & no
way this change would®ve lm'u Imx\"ilt‘ In

us-Zaman, whom Sheikh Haslna appolnted as
her ammy chiel on June 23, just weeks before
her ouster,

He spoke to Renters earlier this woeek and
tobd us wihat De Yumus hasn't: A timeframe for
the next election, and thereby the period for
which this interim adminkstration will be in
charge. t's 12-18 months, This amangement,
remember, §s unelected, §s ruling without a
Constitution. and the man Incharge does not
have an executive or political title, Dr Yunus
Is called chief adviser, Not in recent decades
have we beard of a republic, least of all a large
one with over 170 million people, being run
by a chlef acdviser.

General Perves Musharraf
tried this stunt after he over:
threw Nawae Sharif in 1999 Too
bashiuil to call himsell pres-
bdent, he chose c!:l('f execur

Dhaka fthe ammy b
by staning o the slcdelines, There ks no w’\}l a
new democratic arrangement through a
Constiution and elections will retum until the
army says yes. And religlon®

Earlker this month, Bangkaclesh saw the mne
commemorntion of a Muhammad All Jinnah
annbversary ideath, in this case). Al the event
held at Dihaka's National PressClub and atensd-
el by the Pakistan| deputy high commissioner,
speakers explained why Jinnah deserved to be
celebrated in Bangladesh, 17 his two-natlon
theory hadn't ked to the creation of Pakistan,
how would Bangladesh have emenged?

Al these decades, the angument was that by
breabdng away, the Bengalks of East Pakistan had
demolished Jinnah's two-nation theory, Now,
there bs this revisionist rehabilitation of Jinnah.
It many or may ot sustalm, But the langer point
remadns: That If religlon is so central to your
nathonal ideclogy and the army s seen as the

thve®, B
wincing than :Illof addviser, OF
course, he didnt stay in that
camouflage long. He used the
excuse of the Agrasummit Culy
2001 to  anolnt  himsell
President, How could a mere
chlel  excoutive  represent
Pakistan at talks with the Prime
Minkster of India?

I am not suggesting, either, that Dr Yunus

hange b

general will take over. It's now become very
uncomfortalle for genemls to take over power,
In Pakistan andd Bangladesh, they've shown how
e “lead from behind”, | steal the ridicubous Hne
:m ribwited to an Obama adviser to justify his

onl to protect its frontiers, any
Constiution becomes secondary 1 nation-
buiilding or govemance [n Myanmar, militant
bhikklus give legitimacy to military excesses,
That adds up to a formidable threat 1o
I and underlines th lesofour
three nedghbours, In ts much shomer history
(53 years since 1971), Bangladesh hos secn as
many new constitutional armangements a
penerds formally [n change ns Pakdstan, Al
emments, military or elected, have messed
with the Constitution In a fundamental
manner, Now a governdng armngement infor-
mally selected on the street will bring in yet
another Constitutlon,

Al democrackes face challenges, as did
I:nlkﬂi when Inclim Gandhi mostly rewrote our

i Libwa after Wit
For now, (.ﬂmm.f.mmnswmlinlumnf
reassurance, He told Braters’ Devyot Ghoshal
s Riuma F wllumnlmklrhimﬁ'unul

furing the Emengency. Bt when
Iwr successors repealed her toxke changes, her
pany voted with them. A few things that
remained are by no means toxle, Today, o

Come what may, Sothat he can
mission.” He promised cssentlal reforms inthe
Judiciary, the police, andeven financial institu:
thors so that free aosd (e chections could be hekd,
“If you ask me, then Twill say thiat shoukd be
the timeframe (12-18 months) by which we
hotild process,” hesald,
And whike what he says B impotant, the moene
material fact ks Look who's talking,

t thils polnt, we can dial backwand to whene
e started, How come Indonesia, Malaysia,
Turkey, and S Lanka remaln constintional,

preamble India as socialist and sec-
ular would be seen as progressive. The reason
Trwdian was abde 10 step back from that precipice
wia that no rellglous power would sanctify this
subwershon, and no amvy would elther supporn:
I, or promise to restore democracy.

That'swly you might as well repeat after me:
Noreligion by itsell is an enemy of democrcy.
Itis when you place religion o the heart of your
nathonal ideclogy and the amty ot the core of
JOUr pawer that you min into problems,

ity spectal arrangenet winh Therin

Indian chess needs corporate support

thiswasa home business, So. while

and powerequations, but back b the they got abitoffinanclal freedom,
iy, they wereallthe rage. Among. often forthe first time intheirlbves, itall
otherthings, they captured —and remained wellwithin the acoeptable
questioned = thetrendsof the tme., e nder boundarkes, The debateon

I one eplsode of The Luce Show, ‘whether Tupperware challenged
et Iuw(‘»ﬂﬂ mapped  the e ncher ste reotypes or strengthened
P il 'wlck!o therm, ordid both, continues.
4 | ik has Fisgfor Famiflyand
sore, Amwlwmars rnrrnmum: The Marvelous MrsMalselhave
th MW, catuned thisc il Insome

lh.u n:n:l.*». “Tryourunbreakable
dishes.” Sheprompily proceedsio

apdsodes. In the ankm sed serfes Fis for
Fenudly, thecharmcterof asolt-spoken

“Ury” them oant — by plcking Ll

awifeand her, has

Melar ware posith 1
Insellasa replacement for those simple
steel plates and bowls. Itadded colour
and patternstoeveryday dining. and
sinoe it was "unbreakable”, youdidn't
havetoworry about [t gett Ing chipped
like cerambe when handled cay inand
dayout. Steel plates anc bowls were
now paisved to one skie of the Kitchen
rackorstacked away In acupboard.

Sostrong was melamine’s
“unbreakabile” peh that it was
temptingtotest it Mnlrymrlolh

course it breaks, se

Fton thecount ercorner. OF

anemotional breakdownasthe
Rerlife hits her

store manager rushingto Lucy to arrest

nmhmhnm.

whllv:;le-isllllru:nlhcrdinlnﬁ,lnuc
with her" lmw —wdaluulea

ware was not the

onl-vklkhcn revolution tomakeitto

withthank-you nob,a:nqxu;ichr

pop

Tupge rvare, whichentered the scene
I Irchlaa b the Late ninetfes and quickly

Infiltrtedthe usban kitchen.
Tuppervwarewasn tjustabrand of
colotirful and innovative containers

mkl'l\ol!lu. It wasa phenomenon that

caildren I g ystem :hmnahwmch
liberately throw a hie
pl'uemthcﬂ.mr It Iy Ih.'m :L-[u'nclonﬂmr
‘é;lk.lmlmcmlschk\w;thlld husbards foramonthly allowanoe, Hke
1 gt asound dressing-down, or Lucy didon heron-screen (and real life)

havetheear puillec, or end upwitha

thrashing. dependingon the model of

pinishasent the parentsubscribed to
'I'hmnarmnldcnnqzhln

dha b

hiisband, Desl Amaz, in ] Love Lucy.
This wasa time much before the

gender-newtml “homemaker” replaced

theterm “housewife”,
Withan in

'|lmm:mm1:c|'l udllc]u].l lImlm:I:ll:

“irect sellers™, m:nrynd\mmn

Lmr La ,‘J'ln'hw \J‘Nm .m(l.] h‘n"j

organised Ty

clrehes w::mnu)lcand sell the prosduct,
Tromb i

Luicy,
Doordarshan. Today, hmslnm
woulkl make onecringe, both fortheir
over-the-opactingand thelr

Tupg
of desine toan object ofmecessity, The
women didn't have toneally venture
ot ofthelrcommunity clrches sinoe

arner Iver Plast-a-Ware Farty.

I The Marvelous Mrs Malsel, the
protagonist, Midge Malsel tumsto
selling Tupperwareindespention
‘when herstandup comedy carcerhits
rock battom. To her Tupperware pany
suests, she introducesthe beawt il
pastel-colourcd containers as, “Plastic,
the modemmiracle”. Amongother
things, she presentsthe retre
Wonderlier bowl.

Thescene was the resultofa
collaboration between Tupperaan
and Amazon,onwhich the show
alred. Five-plece sets of Wonderller
bowlswere later put on sale on
Tupperware'swebsitefor alimited
period, with the company Inviting
T to " Stock your frsdge e Midge™,
This was pe thaps Tupperwan s list
hurraly, The company has filed for
banknaptey, lesblue, green, plnk,
yellow contalners today a memory of
the time that onee was.

YES, BUT...

SAMDEEP GOVAL
st Sunday, India scripted
history as both its men's
and  women's  teams

clinched maiden golds at the
A%h  Chess  Olymplad  n
Budapest, Hungary, The men's
team defeated Slovenia after D
Gukesh, Arjun Erigalsl, and R
Praggnanandhan won  thelr
respective matches in the 1th
and final mund. The women's
team beat Azesbaljan 15-0.5 to
chinch the title. India had earlier
come close, but never seaured a
v el b M ks, “The rven hiad
previously won two bronges —
In 2014 and 2022, while the
women had won abronse in the
2022 edition in Chennal, But this
time around, thankfully, it was
gold all the

The men's contingem ended
up with a remarkable 21 polnts
out of & possible 22, They con-
ceded just o lone 2-2 draw to
Uzbekistan while beating all
their other opponents. The
Indian women's team  then
obtained a mne doubde gold for

the country as they scored an
emphatic final round victory
against Azerbadjan,

India has rarely been No |
lobally In any game or sport,
bar cricket (hockey Is re-emeng:
Img after decades in the dumps,
but that supremacy is still very
ilty). So it Is heartening to see
ourselves emerge as workd
beeaters in chess.

The inevitable din that Is
Pulleting wp after the Olymplad
victory is whether we are doing
enough for our newly minted
chess champlons? For thelr train-
Ing? For thelr global match par-
ticipation? For their travel? For
thelr  well-being? As of
September 2024, there arc 85
Grandmasters (GM) In India;
India also has 124 International
Masters (IM). And we have 23
Woman Grandmwstens (WGME
plus 42 Woman Intemational
Masters (WIM), That's a pretty
Impressive talent pool, for sure.

As of this week, in the world
“live ratings”™ for Classical Chess,
Adyear-obd Magnus Carlsen
leads with o score of 28308,
Hillkaru Makamura (36) follows in
secand with 2802 Incia’s Arfuin
Erigaksi (21} ranks third with
2797.2, whike D Gukesh (18) holds
fifh  place  with 2,794,
Viswanathan Anand (54), who
no longer actively |:Ia'5-'i s
ranked 10th. B

of 2738, Indians are, therefore,
Tairly well-placed in the global
chess rankings.

Sponsorship monbes  are
starting to trickle in, albeit
slowly (even hesitantly). The
Provaha Foundation has com-
mitted L2 crome over two years (o

now jolned hands to promote
chess through Interactive tech-
nology-enabled platforms by lev
eraging ned-gen technologies, At
apersonal level, Amand Mahincm
gied  Proggnanandhaa a
Mahindra XUVA00 electric SUV
I’uhi-:pamnlainaﬁmlalh;lwl’

Support six women
players — Savitha Shri Baskar,
Shubhi Gupta, Vantka Agrawal,
Saparyn  Ghosh, Charvi
Anilkumarand AR Naniparthi.
GM Arjun Erigaksl has signed a
$1.5 million Mve-year sponsor-
ship deal with Singapone-based
quantitative  trading  frm
Quantbox,  Praggnanandhan
has recently got the backing of
the Adanks. [ Gukesh entered
into an exclusive sponsorship
agreement with WestRridge
Caphtal for five yeans, and ks now
represented by talent agency
FairPlay Sports. Viswanathan
Amanel in his heydiy was a very
visible brand ambassador of
NIIT. He also wenton toendorse
other brands like Subway,
Chess com, Horllcks, Parle Milk
Shakth, Edify, Vodafone, and
Crocin. But then Anand has
been an  exception.  His
Grandmaster contemporaries
Ditryendu Barua and Pravin
Thipsay, for example, earned
almeost mothing from brands,
Interestingly, the All Incia
Chess Fed, (AICF) doos

(19) ranks 12th with 2463, and
Vidit Santosh Gujrath | (29) bs In
220l place with 2,726.0, just one

enfoy modest comporate suppot.
The Tatas sponsor one of thelr
tournaments. he Power Systems

rank below world

Ldren Ding (30}, whe has a scone

h SOCHRREY b g
FIDE and Tech Mahindra have

his

But chess, with India's big
leap forward globally, now needs
a !-IIDI'U"!IHH !nlcmm of corpi-
rate support.

majors — TCS, Wipro and
thelr lkes — need o use the
game tobuttress the ghobal bel kel
that Indians and Indian com-
panles are bralny and sman
Chess s a great fii for them.
big  consultancies — E
Accenture, BCG, MeKinsey,
KPMG and Delodtte — should
support chess. They all surcly
want to be seen s brainy and
amart too. It would be a good
move, The Byju's Indian cricket
sponsorship (now gone awry)
was actually a better it with
chess than ericket, Now that
PhyslcsWallah has ralsed $210
million at & vahaation of $2.8 bil-
lian, they shoaild be asockating
themselves withchess for all the
stuclious and cerebral types.

And  yes, the llkes of
Complan,  Horlicks  and
Bowmvita that have alwaystom-
tomed  mawen Bi shakid in
addition to fan ki shakitl need
1o bend thedr might to the cause
of chess. It will be a win-win.

T wrdter i Chrd v of Roo{ T fon
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Remodelling Indian capitalism

The question is whether companies can embrace
shared value at the expense of shareholders

TATIMEoE.n--v- t Jderbacklash against so-cal I
bl ility olajee-
(I\'es I.nclud.l.ngmm -m‘lal and e (ESG)
causes —itl lsmuo 4 dto
remodel Indian capitalism. There is nodoubt l]\atconglmmralecapltalism
thatlsc inthe country s dis-
parities, contributes to envir | 1 =mrl slows growth over

uv:]ong run.Inarecentarticlein this mmpapcr,M Munmaﬂd KM Chand-
tch f h

rasekhar mal a$mmmlwofpurp|m
inbalancing the ir

munithes,and the environment rather than Eu:uslngsa]cty onsharcholders,
Oneof th ts of purpose-driven e i the business

of humanity project of the Katz Graduate School of Business, University of
Htlwurghmminglov\d\lc]\]\umanl.ty Drbmtedd.eclsl.on makingof firms
leads to superior istons include the
option of, say, eschewling ]ayot‘fs during a downturn. Safcty. quality,envi-

HE PERIODIC LABOUR Force

Survey (PLES) 2023-24 data

was released recently. The

chear plcture emerging over

the last decade has only been
confirmed. Indla's employment crisls,
already deep, shows nosigns of etting up,
The uncalled-for national lockdown
Covid began hndmlulmd In India's econ-
omycontracting by nearl h
antheworld econommy (5, A% versus 3.1%,
compared to the previous year), That
short-notice lockdown of natlonal scope
(China had no national lockdown) sent
il & from thecities to their rural

ronmental sustainability, genderequality,and

This is Indccd.adla]lcnﬁ;lng for business to be by
valuesand principles aswellas profitability, whichafteralliswhat capitalism
isall abDut.Eml:radng the shared value concept males a lot of sense but s
diffieult inifitisatth profitability. Look no further than
the example of Unilever under the far- sighted leadership of Paul Polman,

abodes. That decision and its adverse im-
pact on an already slowing economy re-

e
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@® ADAPTING TO TECH
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella

I think this is really the time not to swim with
conventional wisdom. Be playing with the

® DECODING JOB DATA
SHARES OF AGRI- AND SELF-EMPLOYMENT HAVE GONE UP, SHOWS PLFS 2023-24

Employment crisis deepens

SANTOSH MEHROTRA

Thawritar taught econamics in JNU and
wian with tha Planning Commission

wias lower than in 2021-22 {11,6%), and
2012(1 LBM) Thecontinuing stagnation
In manufacturing s merely sustaining a
trend that the Bharatiya [anata Party-led
gevernmant injectedwith policy-induced
shocks, First, it began with demonetisa-
tion, which led to manufacturing contri-

sulted in &0 million workers |
to agriculture in the next three years
alone. PLFS 2023-24 shows that more

waorkers have been added to farming in
1

butiontog for five

2009 to 2019 and hi essor,Alan jope, who doubled d
on purpose in accelerating climate change actions within the company's
and thewidervalue chain,A from the E'Dlmaneral.u

l]utpuq:osc canalso help
mum conditions for growth. But after five years with Unilever's stock ona
downward trend and pressure from activist shareholders, the company’s

current leadership is relatively less focused inability objectives and
Is even culting h:bs Iuot]wrglnlmlcmupanl.csllke Ford, activist sharehold-
ershave exerted p 1o back away

from policies promaoting :Ilversity.eqully.mdlnclusl.on and focus more on
sharcholder value.

Clearly, these are not good times to advocate that Indla [ne. must inte-
grate soclal impact and ESG into their core business models, To persuade
mmotecomy I ul\.annlLu value CD"C{‘]J( it ismcmarylﬂpaim

l have enl hsocletal and shareh value,
Muneer and Chandrasekhar, for instance, suggest that companies could be
pmua-d.edm develop new pmdumormtcrncw markets that add ress soci-
K Prahala's think-
ing that cmnpanicu st a:lclu'su the needs of humanity, But if there was
indeed fortune in catering to the bottom of the pyramid, why aren’t many
companies addressing the needs of the poor?

Iftllatwau happening, therewould be nowarrant for the government to

corp social obligati s, Hi what is
important Is that they want to start a debate on remoelelling Indian eapi-
talism in which corporates address societal needs rather than only share-
holders, That s H"fg but sus-
tainably enhancing the welfare of all stakeholders. Uny ortunately, this
thinking eolneides witha timewhen activist shareholders areasking ques-
tions to the top management as to whether adopting a shared value con-
cept could be at thelr expense.

Economic firepower fine,
let's spare the bazooka

CHINA'S LATEST EFFORT to shore up the econormy and buttress markets s com-
lable = all the the follow-up k dute. In tough times, it's vital poli-
cymakers get ahead Dl‘marlmoul least don't allow themse lves to be seen a4 con-

hal "
thelasty leingly, it
share of agriculture has gone up from
A5.80(2022-23) to 46,19 (2023-24),
Agriculture had seen asharp decline of
workers since 2004 for the first thime in
India's post-independence history. This
wasbecause non-farmworkgrewsharply
tHll 2002, at? illlullm:nuwmn farm jobs

and rural women in the last few years as
well. Anlmal husbandry has seen some
s, but that is still agriculture,

‘Waorse, there has been an accentuation
of thetrend of the Last three years that the

hnology. In fact, be i P
are in your ability to adopt new stuff and change
processes, because | think that's going to be key

as to where you

also to nlmuw anwe had dmuml:atnd

at ! trum-
poted by the Prime Minkster and govern-
ment/party spokespersons, itself was
arelved at on a methodelogieally flawed
asls: by multiplylng the rathos emerging
feorm PLFS by projected Indian population
growth rates, which bear no relationship
toreality. The so-called researchers, hired
Ty the REL were oblivious of the fact that
India’ total fertility rate has been falling
sharplysince the last Census of 200 1,and
In 2021 stood at below the replacement
rate (2.1 children per woman) for Indla
{actual is 2.0).

le, India is ly the

wist form of empl t — self:
loyment — has increased in share, from
53% of India's workforce to 57.3% in

“fastest-growing” large economy in the
world. However, those numbers don't

yaars, from 1 7% (which prevailed from 2022-23,and 58.4% in 2023-24.0f that quite fi I the emp
1992 to 2015-16) down to 139 in 2021 therebsan increase, inﬂlnln 1013 24, like created. So what could be the reasons?
~ a phenomenon not seen In post-inde- in2022-23,0f (UFL). First, othe policy shocks
1 Inda, The | Labour toth overy a8
Second, this was follow- I8 ! c I8 ur fven the steep fall in
ed by another policy shock Privata slider this eategory as emp- FY 21 wan worse Iﬁan the global fall. The
— a poorly designed and v has loyment, bu: the Natbonal recovery has been K-shaped, now gener-

hurrledly  implemented
national goods and services

per In agri-
culture and all non-farm work ose from
2004 to 2002, This fall in farm workers
continued even after 2014 as construc-
thonwork sustalned,although at a slower
ratetill 2009 fwhen agriculture accounted
ford 2% of India's workforce),
However, not only has agriculture’s
share gone up to 45% or higher over
2020-23,but 2023-24 has seen a further
Increase in workers in ngr!rullum to

grown at only half

ffice (NSO} con-
tinues to do 0. No wonder

ally accepted. Unorganised sectors were

ight years,
as proven by the data for 2021-22 and
2022-23 of NSO's unorganised enter-
prlwsaumry (for non-Earm unitsl theyare

Recent research showed

tax — that caused another the rate of the the labour force and the
del:llm: of micro, small and inflated GDP waorker participation rabes
prise output — grawsth, which has in India have risen after
and employment,especially | ovidd, i
In manufacturing. The dec- historically not And the g and
line gathered momentum., been the case Its econombsts,continue to

Third, the natlonal lock-

Klnatmlhn rvwllllw fall

down 1 the

wifactur-

that the org 1 segment of almost
every sector galned at the expense of the
unorganised for the B5W of GDP

Slmllarly Ihv.'y h.'cp palnting Dlll that

Ingwhich accounts for I

facturing jobs, suffered the most, result-
Ing in an absolute fall In jobs in the
labour-intensive sectors: garments, tex-

ace youth rates
thathad risen to 17.8%in 2017-18 (from
barely 634 in 201.2) have fallen to 10.2%
in 23-24.The polnt is that a significant

Inagriculture,

4610 of Indla . Thi tiles, leatl food p ng,
Ing trend h 1 la and wooden furniture. and also ln UFL. Education levels of youth
reversal of the structural transformation Government  economists  have

that Indla's economy was undergolng
until 2014. The last four years have rein-
forced that reversal.

This trend Is confirmed by another
plece of data in PLFS 202 3- 24: manufac-
turing share of employment compared to
last year has stagnated at 11.4%, which

recently gloated over the trend of rising
female Libour force participation [for
decades among the lowest in the world).
Why? PLES 20:23- 24 shows that the shane
of regular salarled employment (the best
type of employment, even if without
soclal security) has fallen for both urban

STEPHEN S ROACH

Faculty mambar, Yala University, and
farmer chaitman, Morgan Starlay Asla

aie sl constantly, as PLFS itsalf shows,
and the educated young have no desine to
wiek In agriculture, let alone as UFL.

Yat in August, the Reserve Bank of
India's KLEMS analysis put out a claim

igh | ) new o
created in the last four years (including
2024).The latest PLFS puts that number

1 for outside I Given
that A | I
used to project unorganised segment
growth, the GDP calculation overesti-
mates it for the unerganised segment,
Secand, private consumption has grown
at only half the rate of this Inflated GDP
growth, which has historically not been
the ease but it has for the last few years,
There are other reasans (for example,
around the GDP deflator) why GDP is
likaly to be overestimated, which for rea-
sons of space we ignore,

Thus, the job crisis is clearly reflect-
Ing deeper structural Issues in the real
economy.

China missing in US election debate

The presidential campaign has mostly avoided
discussion about what could well be America’s most
consequential foreign-policy issue of this century

OTH!I'I THIN A few glib remarks, sur-

stantly playingcatch-up. Taking th butmilitary B

o F.'u They canobscure as mudl as enlighten,
1l Markets

The pac worthy
warre enthuskastic, at least for a day. | imagery w:

“blite” had hmn unluashed The measures, which |ll:|ildl.‘d an interest-rate cut and
ated toa"harrage." Cash handouts will be glven
to people n extreme poverty.And,of course, no policy shift would be complete with-
out "bazooka.” I'hat tag pwbahly shuuldn'l b used to bestow pmlw It has a tumul-

A stimulus

tuous history, The knd Waorld War Il hasbeen used
audmcllpwrtulmllvirlnun ling the B-word and of its
taneled | {rharth Tl

One particularly unfortunate invocation is attached to a different era: the
Ametean subprime erisls of 2007-2009, While efforts to res cue the US and glabal
econombes Are now pml-wd anpacts. ofwhat trimtplmd didn't look so herolcat the
time, There were cortalnly lls as well as h hes, and Henry Paulson,
US Treasury secretary under George W, Bush, probably wishes he never heard of
the M941 Rocket Launcher. To appreciate the context, it's necessary togoback to
the darkest weeks of 2008,

‘Worrled about the stability of Freddie Macand Fannle
Mae, Paulson went to Capitol Hill and sought the ability
tosekze the o Ifnecessary. Th
undera governmaent charter and accounted for almost
haIFl he U‘imnﬂgﬂgﬁ market. He told lawmakers that

torescue themwould be
surlng and keep private capital flowing. "If you have a
bazooka in your packet and people know it,you probably
won't have to use it,” Paulson told senators in July. Con-
gress soon passed the law.

Daesplte the Freddie-Fannie debacle, the bazooka
refused to be idled. The analogy evalved to maan you blast
everything you have at a problem with as big a weapon as

you have, You assiime, or hape, that marketswill recognibse

that It'sfutile to fight beyond a certain polnt., nndyumwp

nu:rvl.ug uwrwhn]m Ihv problem with whatever you have to hand, Within days of

roup Inc.got an energency lifeline from

thu Fed, Offickals lobbbed Congress for the broad §700 billion financial rescue that

became known as the Troubled Asset Relief Program. [t was one of the most success-
ful < and vilified — programs,

It was originally devised to facilitate the purchase of dodgy assets from banks,
but ended up belng a kind anJI -purpose fund, The lesson is to keep improvising,
Conducting ks Inearty 2009 bdea that Tim Geithner,who
succeeded Paulson hatched on a Mexican beach during ashort break.

By the time the results were released in May 2009, markets had begun to rally
and banks returned to profit. The economy soon started growing again and the
expansion became the longest on record. Clreumstances can look miserable in the
mnlmnl with reason, but get a more Flﬂth!r!ng mllmvnt over time.

DANIEL
MOSS

Moombarg

p soutChinaat this
month's US presidential dl!lJﬂ.tL‘ Former
I'msirhml Danald Trump 1that his

can relations. (Trump's constant refer-

b utinflationath hil

ences to"Chal-nah” that year

ralsing prices for 5

the subject of aviral vl.dun.}la the Americ-

posed Import tarlffs would punish
"(‘hlna and all of the countries that have
been ripping us off for years" Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harrls, for her part, dispar-
aged China's pandemic response, stating
that Presbdent Xi inping"was responaible
forlacking and not g ency

anelcts
social-media discourse and the 14 hnu:
mews cycle that it has lost its appetite for
substantive policy discussions?

Of course, bath parties' agreement on
the severity of the China threat may also
explain thelr Inclination to lgnere it

about the origins of Covid®
The fallure to focus on China was in
anesense predictable, US voters havebeen

, glven the ten-

Atthe s rithclse Har-
] I‘Drmnhwnclng the Biden admini

tend late Wl d
ghed out by sanctions, they focus on com-
petitive nllr\'h'al.Hmlml’a ncwg?w_:uulhn

thon's declslon tomalntain Trump's China

tarkffs and impose new ones. As | have

argued ad nauseam, golng after China

without addressing the root cause of

Amerlea’s domestic-savings shortfall ks

like squeezing a water balloon: the pres-
1

asespeclally striking exampbes of this,
Third, what would victory in a Sino-
American trade war look like for the US?
Mutual concerns over natlonal security
have made conflict inevitable, Chinese
leaders fear that America Is pursuing a
1

dency of US politicians 10 p—— 10 the other end, Likewlse,

Blame others for problerms
of thelr own making, the

Amarica is in the

the supposed bilateral fix
[mllffsmﬂll-na]hasalmply

aclaimthat the LS denies,arguing instead
that it Is ereating a "smiall yard and a high
fence"to protect sensitive technologles. s
there a cor that might be more

largely flxated on other anxbeties durlng  shared seapegoating of grips of a toxic divartad the US it
this vhxtl.m: eycle: abortion andwomen's Chinals hardly surprising.a sinophobia that toMexico,Vietnam, Canada,

h I case In point Is blamlug South Korea, Taiwan, Indka,
dersecurity, fl et Cl nassive makaes the first Ireland, and Germany —
Lssues, The moderators and I:hvlr re- trade deficit, which s an Cold War seem l;uwz lﬁz}mr ~cost produc-
selected line of did litthe to of an equally like a drill boosts prices for
prdmwml muld well br:.AmL'lIci’a mast mnlwbudﬁctdnﬂdl and hnrd pressed  Amerlcan

ylssueof this

1 Lst century, aven lhuugh the Commin

aconcomitant shortfall jn =~ (ee—---————_————— familios. But try telling that

dmmalil: saving. The same can be. mld oF

Huawl child

egy have elevated China risks to near exls-
tential status.
China hll Invarlably hmn an lmpor-

ofthv‘“' tech war — it s far
easier to blame China than to acknowl-
edge that inadequate spending on
research and development is a rlsk to

tant topicoafd

starting with the October 1 960 debate
between Richard Nixon and John F Ken-
nedy, which featured an lod back

No,lam nod naiveenough toexpect US
politicians to come dnan on mntmllnun

likee China Th

and forth over the disputed Islands of
Quiernay and Matsu in the Tabwan Stralt.
Almoat all subsequent presidential deba-
tes, including the three encounters bet-
ween Trumpand Hillary Clinton in 2016,
have included exchanges on Sino-Amaeri-

of false narratives, as | stress in my book
Accldental Conflict, has reached a new
level in the 2024 presidentlal campalgn,
Consbder Trump's t:llll‘f fixatbon: he mis-

them but

reverses theirkmpact, arguing incorrectly

THE EDITOR

Retail investors need

to exercise prudence

Apropos of "FOMO in PO market” (FE,
Septemnber 27), the bull market's initial

trulyfaceale ¥ 1 publlc oﬁ!nng llPOHmn!y can be a
d I e prog h double-adged & ing
Chinak ithlacal ithosanc | I and tantalising short-tarm gains but alse
officlals flaat Ing the Idea of a market atabl]llntlun fund. It has ourlaln I}' been an posing iignificunt risks to impulsive
waek for paliey lisation, If; "twork, try investars. Recent data highlights the
In atough spot, gt ively — and big | Them WA pravalence of premature exits, with
lot tobe said for hal | power ts of ac 1. But, please, rany retail investors selling PO shares
let"s give the bazooka a break., quickly for profits. To safeguard

against such pitfalls, the Securities and
Enchangaﬁmofl\di&'i investor
education initiatives are vital.
Investors should adopta prudant

pp h. This includes di
portfolios beyond IPOs, amcdmg
emotional decisions driven by market
sentimant, and conducting tharaugh
research. Effective risk managemant
and expert insights are also erucial far
lang-term investment success. By
striking a balance between potential
gains and caution, investars can

toa US politiclan these days.
So,Ifiewere upto me, |

palatable to both countries? Engagement
It a four-lettor word, Nor shiould it ba
mlnlahunl‘oﬂppmnulmnt Whatwould it
taketoc MW A
inUS-China engagement?

These are not trick questhons. | myself
have talen a stab at answering them over
several years, What most worries me is
that ters have no interest in

draw out the candidates on three key
pheces of the China puzele:

First, can the US hope to eliminate a
multilateral trade deficit (with 1086 coun-

probing these and other aspects of the
China debate, let alone consbdering alter-
natives toconflict,

.Almr!l:a s In tlm grips of a toxde Sino-

triesin 20231 s largest trad-
Ing partner? The government tried that
with Japan inthe 19808 and falled, sowhy
do paliticlans think this same approach
will now miraculoushy work with China?
Secand,what are the chances that this
trache war will backfire? It has |

old Warseerm
like a drill. Surely there is a better way to
engage with China than seelng threats
around every corner, [twillbe cxcoadingly
difficult to find mmtnlnlw.' solutions if
s

iy .

befiore, with the Great Depression of the
19308 being the most palnful example.
Wheen countries are hit with tariffs, they

mitigate risks and capitalise an
opportunities in India's markat.

Copyright: Profect Symdicate, 2024.
e project-gmdicate.ong

against an IPO size of 812 crare.
Listing gains is not a permanent

rpeet Kumar, |
Reinin SMEs

Retail investors are suffering from
FOMO, especially when it comes to
small anel medivm anterprise (SME)
initial publc offerings (IPCs). A case in
point is Resourceful Automobile, &
Delhi-based Yamaha dealership that
has two outlats and eight employees,
It gamered bids worth 84,800 crore

pher will
suffer the most when companies list
bebow their IPO prices and a bear
phase hits the stock market. The
market regulator has given awarning
but it will have te ring-fance this space
with tighter narms so that no SME can
take retail investors for a ride.

~Bal Govind, Moida
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The Nagapamnamkank&anthlnulerry dacked alKankesanlhlran port in the Nonhem Province nl s Lanlfa MACCHINARKKINITAN M.

A journey ACross
the Palk Strait

The Nagapattinam-Kankesanthurai ferry between India and Sri Lanka, restarted in October 2023 after nearly 40
years, was suspended after a week and resumed only this August. While the demand for the service was initially
low, it has picked up in the last few weeks. Nacchinarkkiniyan M. travels on the ferry with tourists, traders,
and refugees and reports on the excitement and concerns about the initiative in the two countries

[}
Kankesanthurai

n a cloudy September morning, five

childhood friends in their late 605

gathered at Nagapattinam port in Ta-

mil Nadu, their laughter cutting
through the sea breeze. For over four decades,
they had travelled across India together, but that
day was different. They were boarding the Naga-
pattinam-Kankesanthurai ferry between India
and Sri Lanka for the first time. When asked the
purpose of their visit, retired headmaster, C. Su
gumaran, who was part of the group, said with a
wide grin, “Just for fun."

The ferry service had been restarted on Octob-
er 14, 2003, after a nearly 40-year hiatus. Invideo
messages, Prime Minister Marendra Modi and the
then Sri Lankan President, Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, had hailed the diplomatic effort and high-
lighted the importance of launching the service
between the two nations. Calling it a "new chap-
ter in diplomatic and economic ties between In-
dia and Sri Lanka," Modi said that the service
would help strengthen cultural, commercial, and
civilisational ties between between India and Sri
Lanka. Wickremesinghe said the ferry was an im-
portant step in improving connectivity.

Howewver, authorities temporarily suspended
service after just a week, citing technical issues
and rough weather.

On August 16 this year, service was resumed,
with support from the External Affairs Ministry.
The demand was initially low, forcing the opera-
tor to reduce frequency from seven days to three
days a week. When interest grew again, the oper-
ator, IndSri Ferry Services Private Limited, added
a fourth day. In recent weeks, there has been an
encouraging rise in ocoupancy, with an average
of 30 passengers per trip. Ticketing agencies said
this was due to positive feedback, largely by
word-ofmouth.

A ferry ride to another country

The ferry accommodates 165 passengers and
crew and includes 27 premium seats. The price
of a ticket is ¥5,000 for economy and ¥7,500 for
premium. Passengers are allowed 23 kilo-
grammes of luggage for free. They can carry up
to 50 kg of luggage by paying 150 for every addi-
tional kg. The ferry leaves Nagapattinam at 8 a.m.
and reaches Kankesanthurai at noon. It leaves Sri
Lanka at 2 p.m. and returns to India by 6 pan.

The captain of the passenger ferry, Shagangai,
was | Baskar. He explained that the vessel would
operate at 183 knots with strict anti-smuggling pro-
tocols and would be monitored by authorities
from both nations throughout the journey.

“Both sides can inspect the vessel at any time.
It is mandatory for us to provide information on
all aspects of the journey, including passenger
numbers and nationalities, for transparency and
security,” Baskar said. He added that the ferry
was equipped with life jackets, life rafts, and a
rescue baat.

A group of five families in the ferry was excited
to explore Sri Lanka's cultural and historical ties
with India. They aimed to visit places connected
to the Hindu epic, the Ramayana.

5. Shanthi, who was travelling with her hus-
band and son, was delighted. "We are going to

»

see the land where Sita (from the Ramayana) was
imprisoned,” she said.
The same day, B. Sugitha, a librarian from Jaf

We visited na in the Northern Provinee of Sri Lanka, used
temples and | the ferry service to travel to Tamil Nadu. She said
saw it offered a more affordable alternative to flying.
remmantsof | “Travelling by air costs 60,000-70,000 Sri Lan-
thewar. But | kan rupees (712,00016,000), but the ferry is on-
what stood 2- BI.mmpEE;ﬁEm) 10 B0 across the Palk
trait and come "
GH[ was the During the journey, Sugtha and her fellow
warmih of passengers formed a WhatsApp group called
the local ‘Ship Friends’. They promised to stay in touch af
Tamils whe | ter the journey ended.
treated us Reflecting om her return from Sri Lanka, Shan-
notas thi said, "We visited ternples and saw remnants
visitors, but of the war. But what stood out was the warmth of
”mm.“y th Joc';J T‘:ymils who treated us not as visitors,
ut as family™
ﬁ"““?ﬁ- While the passengers enjoyed the ride, they

also had suggestions for improvement. *“While
most of the trips are smooth, rough seas can oc-
casl:mally cause bumpy rides. A larger ferry
ould provide a more comfortable experience in
surJ1 conditions,” noted a senior crew member.

Prabhakaran V., an environmental activise
from Chennai, who was travelling with his wife,
Akshaya, said that the couple had originally
planned to go to Sri Lanka for their honeymoon,
but the delay in resuming the service had forced
them to delay their visit.

“There could be more food options,” Prabhak-
aran complained, referring to the packets of in-
stant noodles and ready-to-eat food that were
available for purchase in the ferry. “They could
also offer better amenities at the ports, a smooth-
er connection to Jaffna, and a help desk for the
elderly at the Kankesanthurai terminal.” Jaffna is
located 21 kilometres from the port. As buses are
rare, auto rickshaws are the only mode of tran-
sport to the capital city of the Northern Province.

Many traders said that while the service is use-

Passengers en route to Kankesanthural, S Lanka, from Nagapattinam, India.
WACCHINARKHINIYAN M.

ful, the baggage allowance could be increased to
at least 100 kg per passenger. F.A. Rohan, atrader
from Colombo, imports ready made garments
from Tamil Nadu using the ferry service. Despite
the relatively low fares for the ferry, Rohan said
that the margins in his trade are thin, and he
would have to save as much on travel costs.
“More baggage allowance would help,” he said.

Rohan also felt that the immigration process in
India was time-consuming and the officers
unfriendly.

Historical connections

The links between India and $ri Lanka are histor-
ical. Writer and publisher K. Sachithananthan
noted that the Tamil text, Chola Mandala Satha-
gam, refers to a famine in Jaffna in the 13th centu-
ry. "Sadayappa Vallal, the patron who supported
Kambar in writing the Tamil epic Kambaramaya-
nam, i said to have sent a thousand boats of rice
to the king of Nallur in Jaffna,” he said.

Sachithananthan highlighted the flourishing
tohacco trade via the Kankesanthurai port, which
thrived until the 1950s, especially with Kerala.
The Jaffna Malayalam Tobacco Exporters Asso-
ciation played a key role in this trade, he added.

R. Kulasingam, a Tamil writer from Paruthith-
urai in Jaffna, explained the significance of the
ports of the Northern Province, such as Kanke-
santhurai, Oorkavalthurai, Paruthithurai, and
Valvettithurai. His grandfather, a “Thangayal® (sai-
lor) om the Paruthithurai-Nagapattinam route,
witnessed the region's prosperity, he recalled.
However, former Sri Lankan Prime Minister
SW.R.D. Bandaranailke's nationalisation efforts
led to the shutdown of many operations, he said.

Highlighting the region's shipbuilding history,
B. Meenakshi Sundaram, son of a shipbuilder
from Valvettithurai in Jaffna, spoke of the promi-
nence of these areas in producing skilled sailors.
His father built the ship, Parvatha Pathini, during
Eritish rule, which was later sold o Pakistan.
Though smuggling increased after the ports
ceased functioning, Sundaram said many sailors
from these areas continue to work globally, keep-
ing the legacy of their craftsmanship alive.

The British, too, established formal transport
links between India and Sri Lanka. In the late
18805, the Boat Mail Express connected Talai-
mannar and Rameswaram through a collsbora-
tion between the 5ri Lankan and Indian Rail-
ways, allowing for seamless travel and the
mavernent of goods. Under British colonizl rule,
Indian Tamils, known as ‘hill country Tamils’,
were brought to Sri Lanka towork in plantations
and built much of the island nation’s early infras-
tructure. The ferry service was operational until
1964, when a cycdone wiped out Dhanushkodi on
the southern tip of Pamban island in Tamil Nadu,
shifting the route to Rameswaram. The service
contimued until the Sri Lankan civil war in 1983
forced its suspension. In 2011, an attempt was
made to revive the Thoothukudi-Colombo ferry
service, but it was short-lived,

5. Rathinamani Ammal, &8, from Matale in the
Central Priwinee of Sri Lanka, fondly recollected
over a phone ndl her journey on the ferry in
1965, from Tal, on the north
coast of Mannar Istand to Rameswaram in the Ra-
manathapuram district of Tamil Nadu. She spent
10 days at her ancestral home in Karaikudi and vi-
sited temples in Srirangam and Madurai,

“If the rice cooked at home in Matale was
packed in leaves, it would still be hot when we
landed in Rameswaram,” she said. Ammal said
that her family would often travel to India to
manage their land and pray at temples.

Since then, there have been many efforts to
resume the ferry service across the Palk Strait. 5.
Niranjan Nanthapopan, managing director of
IndSri Ferry Services, who has long championed
stronger India-Sri Lanka ties, was among those
leading the initiative. During colonial rule, Nan-
thagopan's ancestors operated ships between
Jaffna and Vedaranyam town in Nagapattinam
district, transporting passengers and goods.

According to him, tourism can reconnect the

ee

Will Jaffra ruly benedic from this economic
relationship or merely become a market for
Indian goods, which will undermine local
production?

AHILAN KADIRGAMAR.
Senlor lecturer at the University of faffna

Tamils on both sides of the Palk Strait ; and upEn
up new opportunities. "Connectivit; the
priority,” Nanthagopan said. "Once that is esta
blished, other aspirations can follow.”

Economic and strategic ties

Highlighting the need for stronger connectivity
between India and Sri Lanka, Sai Murali 5., the
Consul General of India in Jaffna, explained that
the Indian government has been covering part of
the costs of the ferry service. “The aim is to lower
user costs and strengthen bilateral ties,” he said.

The §ri Lankan government plans to expand
the Jaffna International Airport and introduce
new routes to Tamil Nadu and dizspora hubs. Sai
Murali said that the Indian government would al-
s0 bear part of the costs of the expansion of the
airport. Thanks to the success of the Chennai-Jaff-
na route by air, there are now IndiGo flights bet-
ween India and Sri Lanka every day.

“India will also be managing renovation costs
at Kankesanthurai port; work is set to begin this
wear,” he said. “Prime Minister Modi's vision in-
cludes the Talair
route too. There are feasibility studies under way
to reconstruct the ancient land bridge between
Dhanushkodi and Talaimannar, with India cover-
ing most of the cost” Sai Murali added that dis-
cussions are also ongoing with more ferry opera-
tors to pitch in and also to improve the quality of
service between Kankesanthurai and Nagapatti-
nam. Passenger feedback is expected to help the
authorities resolve issues.

K.D.5. Ruwanchandra, Secretary of Sri Lanka's
Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and Aviation, ack-
nowledped India’s vital role inenhancing connec-
tivity. A bilateral committee oversees ferry opera-
tions, though challenges remain, especially in
securing vessels with cargo capacity.

“We have implemented security measures at
HKankesanthurai port. Customs and immigration
officers are working alongside Sri Lanka's Ports
Authority security and Naval officers,” Ruwan-
chandra said, stressing the importance of pre-
venting illegal activities.

A boon for the Tamil community

5ri Lankan Tamil refugees in India said they pref-
er the ferry over flights as it has a larger cargo ca-
pacity. R. Manikandan, 25, was borm in the Deva:
kottai special camp in Sivagangai district in Tamil
Nadu as a refugee. He recently returned to Sri
Lanka by the ferry and obtained citizenship for
the first time in his life. "1 felt a deep connection.
Everything seemed so near, both physically and
emotionally,” he said.

The ferry service has been hailed as a boon for
the Tamil community. M. Piiratheepan, an Acting
District Government Agent in Jaffna, highlighted
the deep cultural and spiritual ties between India
and Sri Lanka. He emphasised plans to create a
tourist-friendly environment with proper facili-
ties, including information centres and support
for hotels and guides.

R. Jeyasekaran, President of the Jaffna Cham-
ber of Commerce, stressed the need for improv-
ing the ferry service and introducing cargo ser-
vices, “India could supply 75% of our daily needs,
which would reduce our reliance on China,” he
said. Jeyasekaran explained that a S00-tonne car-
go ship could lower costs, expand Jaffna’s mar-
ket, and reduce dependence on Colombo.

§. Narasimman from the India-ASEAN-Sri Lan
ka Chamber of Commerce and Industry, added,
“We are very watchful of the ferry development.
‘While the current patronage appears to be low,
the introduction of a cargo service in the near fu-
ture could certainly capture our attention.”

Scepticism and concern

However, fisherfolk on both sides were sceptical
that relations would improve through the ferry
service. Cautiously hopeful about future relations
between the Tamil fishermen of Sri Lanka and
Tamil Nadu, NV. Subamaniyam, former presi-
dent of the Northern Province Fisher People's
Unity, highlighted the impact that India’s hottom
trawlers had on Sri Lankan fishermen. "They cut
our nets and take away our velihoods," he said.

Subamarniyam recalled the time when the fish-
erfolk from both sides would share food and en-
jov camaraderie at sea. "They would watch Tamil
movies like Pattikaatty Pornaiya and Thanga
Padhakkam in Rameswaram during the 1970s,”
he said. “But those days are long gone.”

R.M.P. Rajendra Nattar, President of the Indian
National Fishermen Union, echoed these con-
cerns, “We face attacks from the Sri Lankan Navy
and our government remains silent when our
boats are seized,” he said. Despite the challenges,
Nattar stressed that Indian fishermen bear no il
will towards Sri Lankan fishermen, as many of
them continue to struggle post-war.

Ahilan Kadirgamar, senior lecturer at the Un-
iversity of Jaffna in Sri Lanka, welcomed the re-
newed connectivity, but emphasised that it is on-
ly part of a more complex picture. While Tamil
Nadu's economy has flourished, Jaffna remains
largely rural, he noved. “Will Jafina truly benefit
from this economic relationship or merely be-
come a market for Indian goods, which will un-
dermine local production?” he said,

Kadirgamar was also worried about how tou-
rism would impact the fragility of the region, and
the potential over-reliance on India. “The North-
em Provinee is now viewed through New Delhi's
strategic lens,” he said. “The India-Sri Lanka rela-
tionship is increasingly centred on security and
geopolitics rather than cultural ties”

macchimarkkini yan.migthehindu.co.in
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Restoring a
critical balance

The Supreme Court’s observations on PMLA
in the Senthil Balaji bail order, once again,
expand the scope of individual liberty
Supreme Court’s sharp disapproval of the use

of provisions of the Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA) to prolong the

incarceration of an accused is the latestina
larger batch of orders that have curtailed the scope of
the stringent law (and athers of its ilk) and expanded the
remit of individual liberty, The Court's strong
comments came on Thursday while granting bail to
former Tamil Nadu minister V Senthil Balaji, who was
arrested in June 2023 on money lbaundering charges ina
cash-for-jobs scam case. The Court sounded a clear
warningabout the abuse of PMLA provisions by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) and defivered a scathing
critigue of how the law is being used to keep individuals
jailed without trial for an unreasonably long time,

Theorder by a bench of justices ASOkaand AG Masih
assumed importance for two unique reasons. One, the
Court acknowledged that there was a prima facie case
against Balaji, but decided that the prolonged detention
without a foreseeableend to the trial tipped the scales in
favour of his release, Two, the bench also senta signal to
all constitutional courts (such as the high courts) by
ruling that they should not allow indefinite pretrial
detention under the anti-money laundering law.

“The constitutional courts cannot allow provisions lile
Section 45(1)(if) 1o become instruments in the hands of
the EDtocontinue incarceration for a long time when
there is no possibility of the trial concluding withina
reasonable time,” the judges declared. Section 45 of
PMLA prescribes a high threshold requiring courts o
conclude that the accused is not guilty of the offence and
isnot likely tocommit the offence while on bail.

The benech built on a rationale that was at the heart of
string of recent top court orders freeing top politicians
such as Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief Arvind Kejriwal,
farmer deputy chief minister of Delhi Manish Sisodia,
AAP parliamentarian Sanjay Singh and Bharat Rashtra
Samithi leader K Kavitha —all of whom were arraigned
asaccused by the ED in the Delhi excise policy case.
The backdrop to this is clear. Thereappears to be
growing judicial concern that the seatute is
being weaponised in a way that violates fundamental
rights under Article 21 of the Constitution, which
guarantees the right o life and personal liberty. Asa
response, in bail order after bail order involving high-
profile politicians, recent judgments have underscored
the impartance of personal liberty, including bail asa
constitutional right, even in cases involving stamitory
restrictions. They have also emphasised the primacy
of individual liberty, asserting that courts must ensure
liberty, not incarceration, is the default position.

All eyes are now on the top court, which is expected
tosoon decide when to hear petitions challenging the
wvalidity of some controversial PMLA provisions,
particularly those related to summons, arrest, search
and sefzure. Under scrutiny will also be the top court's
2022 Vijay Madanlal Choudhary verdict that upheld
several provisions of PMLA with far-reaching impact.

As thisnewspaper has noted before, corruption
cannot be tolerated in public life. Butat the same time,
stringent laws cannot run afoul of constitutional
protections or make the process the punishment.
PMLA. first enacted in July 2005 and then progressively
made harsher between 2009 and 2023, is the most
prominent example of this disturbing trend, which has
also sparked allegations that Opposition politicians are
being targeted. Restoring this balance —as demanded
by the Constitution —and dispelling the fog of
allegations s critical for India's democratic setup.

[ THIRD EYE }
Barkha Dutt

Why J&K polls
feel nothing like

those in the past

There is no boycott call this
time, neither has coercion
tovote been reported. The
assembly polls, however,
feel unpredictable and full
of intangible variables

utside a small polling booth in a

village in the interiors of South

Kashmir, where the only access to

the booth was a precarious walk

down a skeep hill's dippery mud

track, | witnessed an intriguing
argument between wo Wers.

The focus of thelr friction was over the par-
telpation of an ndependent candidate Sayar
Reshi, backed by the Jamaat-e-Islamd, “The
Jamsaat should explain how what it considered
furram all these years has become halad all of
a sudden,” said one irate citizen. The other
countered by questioning the absence of devel-
opment in the constituency, peinting upwards
o the pebbled pa‘lh\"r'&' voe had just talken, “We

lenst 10 inclependent candidates. 1t has also tiod
up for a strategle alliance with Engineer
Rashid, the “glnat killer” who defeated both
Omar Abdullah and Sajjad Lone in the Lok
Sabhn clections Uhis summer while being in jail
for a termor-funding case, Rashid, who has boen
gramted ball for campaigning In these elections,
scoffs at the charge of being a prowy for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP). “T can't both be
called an Idamist and a BIP proxy, aan |7, he
quizzed me in his usual provocative style, full of
confidence that he would once again be the
game-changer in this dection.

Is separatism being mainstreamed in this
significant election? Il would not be the frst
i that the attempt has been made, In 2002,
Lone, then a separatis, felded a candi-
date pamed Ghulam Mohiuddin Sofl rom
Hundwara in North Keshmir, in his first flirta-
Uon with electoral politics, Today, Lone 15
“mainstream” and “legacy” while there is an
atternpt o build a new class of politicians.

The Jamaat, for instance, has not directly
engaged with clections since 1987, When [
asked Reshi what made him take the plunge
this time, he sid “Duniye badal gayee b (the

oh

need new options,” he said, hy be
wiais supporting the local, Jamat- ha,kednrw
fessor, whoee election symbal is the Eapaop and
election song is “Top top laptop.”

Thee historic election in Jammu and Kashmir
— the first in ten years and the first since the
abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution —
18 a very curious and unpredictable one, The
Jamaat-g-Islami was banned by the Narendra
Muodi gavernment in 2019 under the Unlawlul
Activities (Prevention) Act (anti-lermor kw). In
February 2024, home minister Amin Shah
announced the extension of the ban on sockl
media platforms, asserting that the organisa-
ton had been found “continuing s activities
agalnst security, Integrity and soveralgnty of
India..",

Bt in Ehis chection, the Jamaat has backed at

)" He referred to the widely

quoted example of the 1967 dections being
manipulated and rigged. to explain why the
Jamaat began saying away — 1987 was the
same cloction in which the Hizhul Mujshideon
terrorist, Syed Salahuddin (then Mohd Yasuf
Shah), tak part in the polls.

THE ABROGATION OF
ARTICLE 370, OF C

(_ll(]RllJb ﬁ(ll. HEAR
MAND FOR JOBS

ebectbon? It would net be the Brst tme that

Is separ
theatiempt has been made.

As the wheel of history wums back 1o the
fTuture, among the candidates at the other end
af the Kashmir Valley is the brother of Parlia-
ment attack convict Alzal Guru. Ajaz Gur,
who worked in the animal hushandry depart-
mvml of the government €l a few years ago, s

i an independent candidate, We take
a?ﬂw- e thnm:hlhinwnnfSUPﬂWMﬁm
the pony and eart remain a popular mede of
transpart. T am not my brother,” he sys of
Afzal who was hanged at Delhi's Tihar jail after
conviction. “In my election affidavit, I have
sworn niy allegiance to India” Like every other
candidate, Alaz Guru 1o s security person-
nel asslgned to protect him,

Omar Abdultah, who told me he beficves this
o be his toughest dection ever, is convinosl
that all of the “independents™ are part of a plan
Ty el Mol gevernment 1o decimateor al kas
the queer the pltch for parties like the National
ijn.wmt.a\hr.hlhl:. wha i contesting lrom
e sea s Uhds toee, has bamed the Centre for
the relatively kower turnout n the second phase
of the assembly elections. His argument — the
Modi governiment is seeking to link voter par-

veipation with accepiance of Artide 370 — has
mixle more people stay at home this time
around.

Artiche 370 and the ending of the stuie's spe-
clal status is, of course, the backdrop against
which the clections are being held, But the
most voluble chorus you hear is the demand for
jabs, Everything elsc the Kashmiri voter is fed-
ing today might just be expressed through the
wote. Just |like Baramulla threw upa surprise in
the Lok Sabha, the assembly elections feel
unpredictable and full of intangi ble varisbles,
Thereis also the question of how the region of
Jamou will vote, owmll the BJP does there,
and how effectively the Congress can contain i,

Bart the: fact ks |I|.n[ for the first time in years
there is mo bovcott call. And even the most
extreme conspiracy theorist does not arg e
thist anyone s been coerced 1o vole, I B an
election like mo other for a variety of reasons.
And something intrigulng is simmering and
shifting under the surface.

Berkhar Dure by an awerd-winning frw nalfsr and
auibar, The views e sprezsed are persanel

Fight against heart disease
needs precision medicine

Day. In India.a heart attack occurs every

33 seconds, claiming over rwo million

lives annually. Yet, up to 80% of these
deaths are preventable Abmostiripling in prev-
alence since the 19905, cordiovascular disenses
(CVDs) hove silently become Indin’s leading
killer, claiming ane in every four lives. The
average age for o first heart attock in India is
Just 50, adecade earlier than in western coun=
tries. Shockingly, CVDs also acoount for 45% of
deathsin the 40-85:ycar age group. This sileat
cpidemic pushes fumilies into financial distress
and diminishes survivors’ quality of life,

The impact of early-onset CVD extends
beyond health, causing an estimated annual
productivity loss of LS lakh crore, Proventing
CVDsis not just a health imperative but an eoo-
BOMC DECESITY.,

Semmbrr 29 is observed as Workd Heart

address the country's genetic diversity and cul-
tural nuances, Risk prediction modes, largely
based on western populations, inadequately
capture India’s unique risk profile. Tobacco
use, physical inactivity, genetic predisposition,
poar diet, and alr pollution further compound
the prablem.

Traditional cardine risk assessment wols
only lselp gauge s broad probability of develop-
ing heart disease. They essentially only
answer if yoware at high risk or low
risk, Whibe this categorisation is criti
cal. it does not identify exact causal
Taetars or account for short-term risk
for sclentific follow-up, leading wa
majority of patients getting over-
treated o under-treated.

Patient compliance is also a major
chial Ierm stemming from resistance

However, current pi face
significant challenges. Traditional health care
paints all L4 billion Indians with the same
browd brush, keading to imprecise risk assess-
ments and patient non-cormpliance. Also, te
common relrain of “What harm can one sam-
oz do?™” echoes the sentiments of many. This
emotion gains credenoe as millions with seem-
Ingly unhealthy habls Mve long lives, while
some seemingly healthy individ uals succumb
o sudden heart attacks, The solution lies not
caly in reguliar and carlicr check-ups but also in
lkeveraging predictive precision medicine and
Artificial Intelligence (AT},

Standard CVD prevention strategies fail in

, OVET-Tel lanGe on unproven

lifestybe modifications, and the endency o
“carry on” until symptoms become unbearable.
Cultural bebiels lurther complicate matters,
The perception of wadivonal Indlan diets as
inherently healthy overlooks thelr high carlo-
hydrate content, while the normalisation of
conditons ke hypertension and diabetes as
“common” or “familial” keads o a dangerows
lack of wrgency in secking medical attention,
These chullenges und.l:r:l:w: the need for o
more nuanced, d oD

Naresh
Trehan

conscious and proactive, undergoes his first
comprehensive health check-up. His initial
tests are within normal range, albeit with
slighthy elevated LDL cholesterol. Following
standard protocols, his doctor advises statins,
exercise and healthy eating with regular fol-

“up.

Amit is resistant 1o taking medication o his
age but understands his risk given his father's
anggloplasty at 52. He opis for additional assess-
mients using predictive precision medicine that
combine genetic and clinkoal data with Ifestyle
Bactors using Al o create a comprehensive per-
sanalised risk profile,

The tests offered a more accurate umsder-
standing of Amit's CVD risk: Advanced Epid
pane confirms high lipoproteinia).a
risk factor often missed in standard
tesits; genetic testing detects varintion
in the APDCE gene. associated with
regulation of wrighyceride levels; coro-
nary artery calclum (CAC) scoring
shows deposits in the arteries, a
marker of plague buildup; Al-driven
risk assessment predicls very high
l&ym VD mﬂe — ich hgher lhan

implementation of predictive precision medi-
cine may not be immediatdy feasible de o
cost and Emited availability, But incorporiting
advanced genetic testing and biomarker analy-
sis into corporate health check-ups offers a
starting point. This approach not only protects
& vital segment of our workdoree but also pro-
wides & resource-cifective model that could
unlick cos hveness when implemented ag
scale.

This data could significantly advance how
wie apiproach card ovascular health o the pop-
ulition level, By analysing this comprehensive
dataset, researchers could identify novel bio-
mar koers and risk factors unigue 1o the Indian
context. This information could be used 1o
develop new prediction models, algorithms, o
toots more accuratey tilored for our popula-
tiom. Such tools, when validated and imple-
mented, could enhance the effectivencss of
existing government programmes targeted o
address the rising incidence of non-communi-
cable diseases. This could improve risk stratifi-
cation at primary health centres, potentially
leading to mone targeted interventions and efli-
cient useof terthary care resources for high-risk

These umg]\ts alww Mnlr s doctor to :n:.ltca
more personalised 10-year CVD prevention
plan; immediately starting Amit on slulms.
mor lilestyle catlon, 1
lipid wﬁu and other relevant investigations.
This risk assessment alse made Amit more
attentiveto heal th advice. By 55, despitc a lm-
ily history of carly heart disease, Amitmakn-
tained good cardicvascular health.
While standard testing remains crucial for
aseline hesldl

prevention.
Let's conslder the case of Amit, a 38-year-old
IT professional from New Delhi, Amit, health-

affers deeper insights inio \nchividual risk fc-
fors, allowing for more accurate risk stratifica-
tion and tailored prevention strategics. Mass

As we advance, ethical challenges around
data privacy, informed consent, and genetic
discrimination are [key o emerge necessital-
g the Toeroamhon of com prehens ve guidelines
for the use of genetic and Momarker data,
Despite the potential challenges, the integra-
thon of predictive precision mediclne into
India’s CVD management stratcgy offers an
unprecedented oppormunity to tackle this epi-
demic holistically.

Dr Karesh Trehaw s chairman and
g dfrecter of Mrdanta,
Tiee views exprinsed ane prosonal

| ANOTHER DAY }
Namita Bhandare

lage in Haryana, The problerm. she

says, i there's nowhere w go, If she
smiles in public, eyebrows shoot up. And
there ane times when even her father, fris-
trated] with legal proceedings, yells at her
for bringing so much trouble.

Rape Is perhaps the only crime deemed
50 horrible that it robs victims of the right
tojoy; where mediators, including judges,
counsed girds o marry their rapists because,
of course, nobody else will — unless they

he 17-year-old girl is telling me
I about life after being raped ina vil-

Gisele Pelicot is changing
the way we talk about rape

end up dead, in which casc we rush o
bestorw martyreborn as ifa Nirbhuya or, now
Ay, had willing beagt into the flames of
patrtarchy Instead of just being regular
women who wanted to work and aspire.

This & why I find the story out of Avi-
gnoen. southern France so gripping. By
choosing w urn down her Iﬂtalptirhl ]
anonymity, Giséle Pelicor. a 72-year-old
woman is changing the narrative on how
we talk aboul rape.

Over a decade rom 2041 1o 2020, Domin-
que Pelicot, Glséle's now ex-lusband, had

been drugging her until she was practically
comatose. and then he invited men Lo mape
e wihibe he filmed them. By refusing o be
anonymous. Giséle has taken control of the
narrative of her life and is reminding us
that the shame of rape does not fall on her
butan the men who raped her.

She ks showing the world whad rape vie-
tims go threugh when they seek justice.
Last week, a defence lawyer asked if she
might have “tendencics you arne not coim-
fortable with®. In o country where 94% of
rape complaints are closed without any
nction taken. according to Le Monde,
women “spill everything out into the open
only to be humiliated”, she retorted.

Giiséde Pelicot has emerged as a feminist
hero with crowdsapplauding as she keaves
court, But, most crcially, she has mrned
the spotlight on men who rape. “The sight
of the courtroom filked with regular men on
wrial is a stark reminder thar it is regular
people who rape.” says Sohaila Abdulali,
author of What We Talk About When We
Tulke Abour Rape.

Indesd, the fire offlcer, prison warden,

murse, journalist, neighbour and even the
ome who raped her on the day his daughter
Wik birm are your average guys. Some have
chimed they didnt realise what they were
doing was rape. another said he had the
husband’s consent and presumed it was
enough. Only three men reportedly refused
1o go through with the crime, Not one
repored o the police,

Not all men, But abwaysa man,

Globally, 90% of rapists are known 1o
thekr victims, In India, data from the
Natianal Crime Records Bureau tells us that
D6.8% of men wecused of rape in 202 were
neightsours, relatives. frierds, and co-work-
ers Yot we continue to peddle the notion
that raplsts are monsters who lurk in dark
alleys.

Gisele Pelicot is reminding us that the
sexual abuse ol women is a tarrible reality,
But a fightback is possible. Thar we must
break the silence, and that she fas, in fact,
broken it.

Nummdra Bhandlere wrires on gender,
Thae views expressed are persoval

{ EDITOR’S PICK }

Wy editon offer a book recomm endation eery Saturday, which provides histony,

context, and helps understand recent news events
BEYOND THE POLITICS

Anura Kumara Dissanayake of the Janatha
Virnulkthi Perumama (VE) bas just been clected as
the exccutive president of Sri Lanka JVT once
wanted io overthrow the State in the island-na-
o [ bed i nsurrections twice, in the sarky B30
anel then in the late 1960s. But this shouldn't sur-
prise. Sri Lanka's history, quite like that of many
other natiang, halds enough contrmdictions within
For this to be possible,

This week. we recommend Our of Sri Larrka, an
anthology of poems I Sinhala, Tamil, and English
by S Lankans and exiles who reject that identiny.
The poems, the many voices that have emerged
from that political geography, are key to under-
stand ing how its many peoples have endured
despite civil wars, brutal violence, namral disas-  Out of SriLanla:
ters and crushing economic pain. These poems  Edited by Vidyan
juxtapose its beauty with its horrors, theoppres-  Raviathiran, Ser

shon of ts peopk: with Uhe oppression byils peo- Senéviratne, Shash Trevett

Pl s oy with (5 raima. Year: 2021
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How SC deals with errant judges, works around limitations

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

A BENCH of the five senior-most Supreme
Court judges headed by Chief Justice of
India (1) DY Chandrachud “expressed se-
rious concem” about comments made by a

Impeachment or nothing
Judges of :nn.rtitun'unal courts enjoy a

vthat they
can mmscthmr powers without fear of in-
terference from the executive. However,
also poses a difficult question: who will
watch the watchdog?

s per the Constitution, impeachment,

Kamataka High Court Justice V Srishananda

earlier this month.
During a hearing,

referred toa particular locality of Bengaluru
as being “in Fakistan™. In another hearing, he
had made an "objectionable” comment

against a fermale lawyer.

Since the judge tendered an apology, the
Bast even amild

SC dropped its inteny

which is a political process, is the only re-
course to dealing with errant judges.
According to Article 124[4), a judge of the
Supreme Court (or any High Court ) canbe re-
moved from office only “by an order of the
President passed after an address by each
House of Parliament supported by a major-
ity of the total membership of that House and

jority of not les hirdof the

reproach by the apex court against a judge
of a constitutional court is rare, and sends a
The situation also highlights
mitations on how the ju-

SHTONE MESsage.
the constitutio
diciary can discipline judges.

members of the House present and voting
has been presented to the President in the
same session for such removal on the ground
of proved mishehaviour or incapacity™.
“Proven misbehaviowr” or “incapacity™

EVERYDAY

RANDOM CHECK FINDS“NSQ”DRUGSIN
MARKET: HERE'S WHAT TOKNOW

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

SAMPLES OF around S0 medicines, includ-

fakes may or may not contain the active
ingredient, and are not manufactured
by the company that makes the drug of
that brand name.

For example, samples of telmisartan

ing some comimc h asparaceta-
mol {wsed for fever), metformin | first line
of treatment for diabetes), and pantopra-
zole{used foracidity), have been found to
e spurious or not of standard quality by
the country's top drug regulator.

These findings came out of a routine,
periodic exercise by the regulator, in
which medicine samples are tested ran-
domly for quality.

CDSCO and N5Q

Every month, the regulator, Central
Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDS00), releases a list of drugs that are
found to be “not of standard quality™

(NSQ) during checks, Central and state.

(used for atof hypertension)
and pantoprazole were found to have
been not manufactured by the compa-
nies whose branding they carried,
Glenmark and Sun Pharma respectively.
POOR QUALITY: Drugs that may
contain a faulty description, or may not
dissolve in the proper way, or may have
alesser quantity of active ingredient, et
are considered to be not of standard
quality, or NS, These medicines may not
actively harm the person who consumes
them, but the patient may suffer because
the drug fails to do what it is meant to,
Metformin, which is on the recently
released list for August, failed the disso-
lution test, which means that the med-

| would not dis-

can

ally colbec icine, once ©
various medicines from the market at  solve properly and work in the way it is
random and put them through tests. supposed to.
Alist of medicines that fail the test, ADULTERATED DIRUGS: These con-
along wil ichthey  taincontaminantsor
have fallen short, is p every he personwho con-
month. sumes them, The entire batches of these
drugs are usually recalled by the regula-
Wh)f this is done tor; the company too, could initiate a re-

The monthly lists are released o in-
form the general public, government
health departments, industry, and the
state drug regulators of the drugs avail-
abbe in the market that may not be of the
desired quality.

As the samples are tested at random
and the results are made public, itis also
away totell drug manufacturing compa-
nies that their products are under con-
stant watch,

Why drugs fail tests

Dirugs that fail quality checks broadly
fall into three categories.

SPURNMWS DRUGS: These are essen-
tially fakes — products that pretend to
e popular brands of medicines, which
mislead people into buying them. These

@ Drishti IAS

IAS GS Foundation Course .

call onits swn.

What you should do

are the only two grounds for removal of a
judge of the constitutional court. This, along
with the kevel of political consensus required
to pass animpeachment motion, makes the
standard for impeachment very high.
Impeachment proceedings have br:cn
i we timesin history — against
Justice V Ramaswaml (8C,
1993), Justice Soumitra Sen
{Calcutta High Court, 2011),
Justice | B Pardiwala (Gujarat
High Court, 2015), Justice CV
Magarjuna (High Court of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, 2017}, and
then CJl Justice Dipak Misra (2018 The pro-
ceedings, however, have never been sucoess-
Ful, although Justice Sen was impeached by
Raijya Sabha and s ly resigned.
Several actions might fall short oF the
standard for impeachment, or iffi

EXPLAINED

DI bias, or like m the case of Justice

also took place in this context.

onduct in court.
Given that the alternative to impeachment
undercurrent laws is to simply look the other
wiay, over the years the SC has developed al-
ternative ways of discipling judges.

Judicial intervention

The first is through action
on the judicial side, as in the
current case,

In 2017, a five-judge Bench
of the 5C headed by then CJI
Jagdish Khehar held Caloutta High Court's
5 Karnan guilty of contempt of court, and

Thirm o six months” impr:
‘Thiswas in response to some of Kaman'sac-
tioms as a judge in the Madras High Court. in-
|:Iudmgth|:' “sentencing” of SC udges toim-
and accu! of the

cult toprove or generate political consensus
on — indiscipline, petty corruption, instances

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

SHAHZAD (GANI

On Wednesday, mir quality in Dethi slipped
into the ‘poor’ cetegory (AQI 200-300) for the
[first time since mid-fune, sipnalfing the immi-
nent arrival of Morth Fndia’s bad air season.

The Delhi povernment announced a 21-
point Winter Action Plan, including using
alrones to monitor polfution hotspots, deploy-
ing muti-smog mms, and exploring the possi-
Bility of creating artiffcial nin.

The Commaission for AirQuality Maragement
(CAQM), which issues onders to combat air pol-
Tution in MCRunder the Groded Response Action
Plan [GRAP), smic it waes wintching the sihmtion.

Nature of the problem

s the southwest monsoon season offi-
cially ends this month, India’s already dan-
merowus air pollution is set to worsen. The
post-monsoon manths will bring stagnant

pattermc

judiciary of nepotism, casteism, and corrup-
tiom. His transfer to the Caloutta HC in 2016

Kaman retir manth after the
SCverdict, and was taken into custody to
serve his sentence. But this set an uneasy
pmm:lcnl wnh manywu:mg concemabout

15 to task jucge
of another. Whl]l:dlsmct courts are under
the supcmmjunsdlnmodthr respective

Transfer policy

Anather way in which the SC exercises
influence over High Court judges is through
the Collegium. The 5C Collegium, compris-
ing five senior-maost judges of the apex court
indluding the CJl, recommends the transfier of
High Court judges.Given that the decisions
of the Collegium are opague, this transfer

High Courts, the High
Cnuns and the 5Cis different.

Veteran lawyer K K Venugopal had urged
the apex court mlgnon: the judge’s com-
ments, and let him ity. Senior

policy a tool to discipline
Judges as well.

The 2010 case of justice PD Dinakaran is
oftencited & an examphe of the transfer pol-

Advocate Indira Ja]smg had argued that
transferring the judge, or holding him guilty
of contemipt is noaltemative to notifying him
for impeachment.

Asthe court of last resort, the SC'sword is
final and hinding. This means that through
Judicial action, it can send a message to er-
rant judges, even if such a power is not de-
fined inthe letter of the Law.

] ]
Tackling air pollution

Quick fixes such as smog towers and cloud seeding do not deliver meaningful results. The fight for clean
air is not just a technical challenge; it is a deeply political one. Here's what must be done

©n Nt

(Left) Clowd seeding above Modak Sagar in Maharashira in September 2000; smog

tower at Baba Khadak Singh Marg in New Delhi in October 2021

the surface, exacerbating the problem, par-
ticulariy in the Indo-Gangetic plain.

iy being dep d thh]udu:laI cor-
ruption. Even his removal
5

asajudge ing before a
tary panel, the then Karnataka High Court
Judge was transferred to the Sikkim High
Court. Dinakaran was facing allegations of
land grabbing and corruption. The move was
criticised as only “transferring corruption”
rather than dealing with it. Eventually, Justice
Dinakaran resigned in 2011,

Also, recognising that air pollution is not
limited to specific seasons or regions, itisim-
perative that solutions be designed to ad-
dress this i Issue year- ~round and natloumldc

Capacity
Akey
ter critical thinking among all stakeholders.
This includes researchers, policymakers, reg-
ulators, industry leaders, and diverse citizen
groups, who must work together to ensure
that decisions an:trul,- in du:publu: interest.

Stre
and investing in research are necessary
steps toward long-term progress. Solutions
must be data-driven, informed by a clear
understanding of pollution sources and
healthimpacts, and adaptable to India’s di-
werse regional contexts,

Air guality monitoring plays a vital role
in this effort. While big cities lile Delhi often
receive significant attention, it is crucial to
adh that air vasive

their accumulation in sodl and water could

nsuraﬂu:nng COMmmunitics acrmss ]m:lla en-
C urban, rural,and i
.'\ rubusr and l:m!pn:hmslw: aJr quality

impact agriculture and i ways

The scale of the problem dem
term solutions, but the response has often
been characterised by short-term, optics-

The drug regulator’s in-
tended to cause alarm or panic. They are
mainly in the nature of flags to compa-

airand ure
imversion — which ocours when a layer of
warm. air traps coober air near the ground.

correct, o
necessary action.

That some randomly picked samples
of adrug have been found to be M50 does
not mean every pill or capsule of that
drug available in the market is fake or
dangerous, You can continue to consume
these medicines if they have been pre-
scribed to you.

Howvever, the fact that a sample was
found to be NSQ in theory also means
that there could be other, undetected
fakes in the market.
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pollutants from rising and
dlspcmng causing levels of fine particullate
matter (M 2.5) and other air pollutants to
reach extremely hazardous levels. Although

driven

that are not yet fully

Smog towers, which are supposed to act
as giant air purifiers that would clean the sur-
rounding air, is another flawed solution be-
ing pursued. While these structures provide

ystern, integrating ch-
nodogies such as regulatory monitoring sta-
tions, advanced instrumentation, satellite-
based monitoring, and low-cost sensor
networks can help track pollution trencs, pro-
viding the data needed for targeted interven-

Chasing shadows of |deas avisible symbol of action, their eff
Among the chas s limited tothe late vicinity, leaving
smaog towers, water guns, and odd-even cityscape Moreover,

road sharing, doud seeding hasemerged as
the latest "silver bullet”. This technigue,

the energy required to operate these towers
can contribute ko emissions, potentially ren-

tions bo tac al and regional sources.

Beyond techno-centric solutions: While
technological approaches may help, they are
insufficient. Thereis no sihver bullet for air pol-
lution, and marny of the so-called quick fixes

smog becomes more visible and severein - which involves dispersing chemicals toin-  dering them counterproductive. — like cloud seeding and smog towers — are
winter, poor air quality is a year- ruurl.d. ma-  duce rainfall, has garered attention as a designed more to demonstrate action than
tinmwide issue that and  way to temporarily clear the air, Concrete Steps that matter o deliver meaningful results. These projects
:Dmp\n‘]mmw: action. Butcloud ing i appearing Bathe dis- crative

TICATIC i wors- i ing spectacular than about get-  tract from the real, science-based solutions  contrac firms while failing to ad-
ens this crisis. While wealthier citizenscan af- tlngmthrmufthrpmhlcmkodlcuallm:r that are needed to tackle air pollution atits — dress the oot causes of pollution. Wealthier
fiord air purifiers and even move to cleaner  ing reprieve at best, while div source, These ofthethingsthatwe  citizens can afford air purifiers, creating a
places|perhaps by the sea), poorer communi- ic changes that doing instead. sm!l:]anocadprntrctlnn while poorer com-

ties remain exposed to the full brunt of toie
air. Incleed, the question of who gets to breathe
and whois left to bear the burden

Besidesits limited impact, cloud snedmg
raises serious environmental and ethical
concerns. The water vapour used in the

Air pollution is a complex, multi-sectoral
problem that requires coordinated action

oo b adr,
Lﬂnmarr]y,thr:fghrlurrlﬂnalrls not just
a technical challenge; it is a deeply political

poll ity process would have naturally precipitated  across government bodies. Effective collabo- — one, Chasing quick fixes risks perpetuating

India's air pollution crisis stems from  elsewhere, and it potentially deprives other  ration between agencies ible for  these ir instead of addressing the
multiple, overlapping sources. Year-round  regions of rainfall. This artificial manipula-  transport, industry, andurban  str i at the heart of the crisis.
contributors such as biomass burning for  tion of weather patterns could evenbead to planning is crucial to ensure that policies are To confront its air pollution problem,
cooking, trash-burning, vehicularemissions,  droughts in areas which would have re-  aligned, and efforts are not duplicated. India must move beyond the illusion of
and industrial activity comhbine with  ceived this rainfall otherwise. For]nstam:l: ad:lu‘ssmg crop nub'blc— short-term solutions. What is needed is a
episodic events such as farm stubble burn- Ina country like India, where water re- in rural 1be: multi-decadal, multi-sectoral  effort
img and festival firecrackers. sources are already strained, aggravating re- A and g dedi sc||:nt|f|cthmlur|,gal|dl:ummlt-

Mmum]ugn:a] :nndltlm\s such as tem- glonal- i ities is a Eamble. Mo single cy or d v action.
perature dur- the chemicals used — suchas  sector can tackde this problem in isolation; a {Aerosol wnnsrshuhmdﬁﬂmlsnn
img the post-monsoon and winter months  silver iodide — pose potr:ntla] long- term unified, muh-scmra]awmdl.uansucnd Assistant Professor o the Centre for
result in pollutants getting trapped deseto risks. While d d safr ingai boundaries, i Atrmaspheric Sciences, IT Dethi)

Israel and Hezbollah: A short history of along conflict in Lebanon

MIRAPATEL & RISHIKA SINGH
MUMBAL NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27

PRIME MIMISTER Benjamin Netanyahu said
on Thursday that ksracli forces would con-
tinue to strike Lebanon with *full force” until
theShiite mi o
|r|gmdma1 Lsmd.ﬂnFrxlayrthn:pumd

15 fir-

that ryviehicl I
ing tanks and i o the
nor eh i
imminent escalation of hostilities.

Isracdiattacks on Lebanon have killed 700
people in the last week alone, and the ex-
changeof fire between 1srael and Hezbollah,
‘which began soon after the October 7, 2023
attacks by Hamas in southern [srael, has led
tothe displacement of thousands.

The Isracl-Hezbollah conflict has deep
roots in the history of southern Lebanon.

AShort History (20071
In 1996, a 17-day campaign by the IDF

Later conflict and legacy

By the late 19905, Israel's presence in
south Lebanon had become politically and
militarily unsustainable. The lsracli public
had grown weary of its costs. Hezbollah,

Nukba, or catastrophe. Many of those who By 1985, anrl
were displaced settled i Lebanon, ofL a15-20-kmwide

Lebanon had a large Christian popula-  security mone in south Lebanon to prevent codenamed Operation Grapes of Wrath
tion iti: than 40% at  cross- attacks. Thisarea became a key moment in the Isracl
pn:scnt,\. and conflicts between the tg,'ﬂlcSuumchumnArrny[SLA,\aGmm Hezbollah war. Ismc]advancnd mll
F d Christian militi - ael. However, thisocou- — but the campaign
elled by Soviet support for the Arabs and US - patic lementthat  casualties. Inthe village of Qana in Isracli-
backing for the Christian coalition. fuelled resistance ln:lm various groups and  occupied south Lebanon, more than 100

m ile, carried on a war of attrition,
Despite Israel’s superior firepower, the
group's resilience left the lsraeli govern-

scas mlillmj'opuanuns. has :Ii:\n:lupcdag—

in the words ul Nomm, "tlu: spearhead of
resistance against [srael”, It has come to
dominate Lebanon®s national politics, and
isa pcmcfﬁll factor in Tehran's strategy in
the regio

Hl:zbullah s success has inspined other

In the 19605 and 705, militants affiliated — led to the rise of Hezbollah, Lebanese civilians were killed after aUN ment with limited options — and its forces  militant groups. In Hezbolloh: The Global
with the Palestine Liberation Organdsation compound was shelled, fuelling support  unilaterally withdrew in 2000, Footprint of Lebanon's Party of God [2013),
(PLO) also began to build a base in south ~ Emergence of Hezbollah for Hezbollah. The last major conflict took placein  Matthew Levitt described how its tactics,
Lebanon, which they used as a launchpad Hezbollah, the “Party of In his paper 'Hezbollah MaMrchhullah killed three braclisol-  particularly its guerrilla warfare and rocket
for attacks on northern [sraeli dur-  God™, in the early and the Arab Spring’ nd abiduc thers, demandi attacks, F ini
ing this period. 19805 in response to the v Review of the  that 11 i i and other Iran-hacked militias.

InMarch 1978.i re  bsracioce tebanon. | GLOBAL Mld’d’]e East, 2014), political  change. The experience with Hezbollah has
oﬂslal:]lsm:arTl:leby]‘almman mili-  The group was founded with scientist joseph Alagha wrote After srael launched an attack, around — shaped Israeli military and political strate-

Isouth  supportfrom Ayatollah Khomeini'sregime  that Hezbollah's ability to deliver social 1,200 Lebanese and 159 Israelis were killed.  gies as well. The long occupation and the

Lebanon. In ashort war that followed, bsraeli
forces pushed the FLO back from south
Lebanon, creating a buffer north of sracl.
But the PLO attacks from Lebanon con-
tinued and, four years later, lsrael mounted

Warsin 1970& 1980s another invasion, intending this time to

Th state of srael in ] i Leb. Itogether. The
1948 was accompanied by the vi di Israel Dy DF), along with their
placement of more than 750,000  Lebanese Christianallies, laid siege to Beirut,

Palestinian Arabsin the event known as the.

forcing the evacuation of PLO leaders.

inlran, which sawal\oppurmmrym D&pul(
theideals i
lenge bsrael's dominance.

The group's initial goal was to resist
Israeli occupation, but as it snmgthmcd.

its objectives expanded to

services such as healthcare and education
won it substannal support among

The high human cost, and the fact that
Hezballah could not be eliminated, drew

difficulty of fighting a non-stake actor
madeit Iu:sltanma lmcﬂ.lpj' Lebanese ter-

Lebanon' hiite population,
particularly in the south.
Rcscarr]lchanicl Byman noted that

theocratic state in Lebanon, sllrularmthl:
one inIran following the revolution of 1979,
It also aimed to oppose Western influence
in the region, wrote Richard

st i or military
upc:mnuns made it difficult for 1srael to re-
taliate without collateral damage. (A High
Price: The Triumphs and Foifures of Israeli
G ism, 2011)

epaper.indianexpresgicom .. .

critici The

-ap-
pointed Winograd Commission said that
the government did not consider options
fior de-escalation, and some of its goals for
the military offensive were unclear.

The long lsrael-Hezbollah conflict has
shaped the Middle East in multiple ways.
Hezhollah, the crown jewel of Iran's over-

ritory, and o refy on airstrikes and
shart-term incursions,

But all this might be about to change,
as Metamyahu's government movies the fio-
cus of the war away from Gaza, and IDF
tanb line: up imnorthern Israel, seemingly

for another mvasi

of sauth Lebanon,
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ome hard land questions

Government must recognise that digitisation, while important, is not a substitute
for the hard work of reforming India’s complex and often conflicting land laws

MNIMAI MEHTA, ARJUN
KRISHNAN AND Diva Unay

INCHA'S LAND GOVERNANCE Framework is a
complex mazeof laws that have long hindered
the country’s economic and social develop-
ment. The Economic Survey 2023-24 high-
lighted the challenges — unclear tithes, insecu-
rity of tenure, and limited access to
eponomically viable land as barriers to multi-
ple development goals, These goals include

generation through peivate and public invest-
mens, inchucing in climate-friencly infrastrac-
ture projects: remenal of gender-based hand-
ieaps in the ownership of land and property
titles; improved securitisation of land for
eredit; regularisation of benami properties;
and better targeting of farm input subsidies,
Budget 2024 had proposed to address
these challenges through digitisation and
technological solutions Specifically digitising
land recorcls, establishing land registries, as-
signing unigue identification numbers tokand
parcels, and integrating land recoeds withdig-
ital plallnm such as Agri \nut Wlllln:h:w
ma | aclmin-
istration system, they fail to tackle the root
eatises of land-relabed prolilems, These prob-
Jems are deeply nmmﬂw:l in the begal and

This has weakened kand markets by pushing
land transactions into the shadows, and seg-
mented markets, This has made land consol-
idaion costly, while increasing the reliance
on the state for land acquisition,
Fragmentation of land has, therefare, over
umr prover. i be cne of the most pressing

{ehtstoland "

for agri-

rounding with
insecure p«:»rly!itlvs.an:l poor cuality of
land records in India have less to do with the
administrative form they exist in — paper-
based or digital, Instead, they originate in the
i of condlicting knws ancl regulations that
hanve handicapped land ownership, transfers,
ancl e for all stakeholders.

For instance, digitisation of urban land
records and up:l.mlm of property records,
while important, may not guarantee im-
wrmd Iaml nmwr\lnlpnrmuel ACCESS 10

Further, the d
property ownership as part of the original
set of fundamental rights granted by the
Indian Constitution has meant that legisla-
tion in this area along with the :wmpun—

and investment {00 per-
cent of farm households own less than 2
hectares of land, leading to suboptimal
economies of scale). Digitising land records
alonewill not sobve this prolbdem; instead, le-
gl reforms are neeced to facilitate land con-
soliclation and enabile more efficient land use,

This complexity extends to procedures
aswell and un:lermmr:eIxulm:ullsmmlrl-
ficiency inenforcement, whil

While the proposed reforms
for digi lllm area step

rent-secking Ourcurrent work ona system-
atie assessment and scoring of land liws in
Inclia reveals that land ceiling laws in just
the one state of Gujarat Hst more than 40 dif-
ferent types of land quality and household
characteristics, each subject to a different
level of land celling, This is butone munplc

dhing legal jurisy rul

of the co

I thathasc

making, i that
impact land have evalved without the bea-
efit of a “natural constraint”™ that could im-
pose some semblance of faimess and effi-
ciency, The exclusion of many of these lws
from judicial review through the Ninth
Schedule of the Cor

for rent seeking and adminis-
trative difficultics.

India's lane records system faces signifi-
cant issues beyond just assigning unicpe iden-
tification numbers, Slow digitisation has de-
layed infrastructure projects, and land

b et hrvie Juiddicial recourse agadnst pnlm-
cal and administrative whims,

As aresult, the value of Lind holdings is
inevitably subsject to risk based on laws that
impose multipbe restrictions on the transfer

lataremainsoutclated i I
GIW! At i |
and administrative Ir.1mmn|l: is nmlc;l o
incentivise accurate reporting and imprave

Current proposals

15 3 TS
¥

administrative cap
challenges, they fail to
adddress the underying legal
and institutional challenges
that perpetuate India’s land-
related problems. A
piccemeal approach focused
on technological solutions is
insuflicient w tackle the
deeprrooted issues of luud
fragmentation, informal
tenancy, gender ineguali
and suboptimal land use,
Further, even if technological

llke mmu.uln.ul.uul lmmls wuh the Agri

of land; that :Immnlmlvhclmn:ypﬁnnd ¥ leeperle-
size of Land holdings whil sub-  galandi ional chall Instance,
jective, identity-based discri across  Point of Sale (PoS ) forr fertiliser subsi-

chifferent land hokders; lavws that restrict land
e, inclucking beasing and the ablity to con-
wvert land use across different sectors. Many
statescontinue o prohibit leasingaf agricul-

chies are not integrated with Land record data,

lmﬂllm to inefficient targeting. Effective re-
{ land

=g If‘jl.ll-l-'lllﬂl'la‘ for. -'Ifﬂl'.ll(‘ I(‘[Kllllnlﬁ

l are being adopted,
states must adopt a
systematic approach to
evaluate technology before its
adoption. To unlock the
i Taned
andl suppont

PEROLTCes

tural land, Even in states wh
cnm'hrmalutulr:l hn:l rerrulm subject o

inclusive and

Landbank
alility for ble energy, infl

thee risk of full or partial hr
out l.unwnwnullnnumlu nrlms :wthyv.w—

and ind | projects, face legal hurdles,
While land constraints hinder renewable en-

ious tenancy, lease, use.

laws and compl procedures,

DEVAPRIVA ROY

MET KEKI Danwalla in 2007 1t was an autumn
erach Bk thisone, the days bosing light, the air
unexpectecly flinty. | had heard him before of
course —at poetry readings and book launches
thatwe JNLI students sometimes trooped into
tovwn for, asking impossible, jargon-rich ques-
tionsattheend Like thousands of others, | had
absoread hirm, But thiswasdifferent, | was meet-
frgg hirm and | had a b fide task,

That August, | had joined the Sahitya
Acadermi as an assistant editor. 1t was my first

ergy projects, simply | land banks
will nt be effecthve without addressing un-

8 ble developiment, a
comprehensive overhaul

of the country’s land

laws is necessary,

A poet of grace

Keki Daruwalla was an original writer, and a man of extraordinary generosity

bling of a certain generation; the grace that
included us, young people, in the ongoing
conversation on literature and ideas,

There vwe were, at the appointed hour, in
Moamt Kailash. His ground-flaor apartment
that we would get to know so well in the
years to come had atiny patch of lawn in
front and its h.\llwﬂw wrlrlullnrtmks.ubﬁ

foomm, vam' it writiers vt and there was

wirite the reminiscences of your intelligence
clays?" Saurav twinkled,

“Idon't kiss and vell,” he had chuckled.

Eventually, we took our (reluctant) leave
and he gifted us each a book, Sauray got john
Le Carre's The Lirtle Drummer Girf while he
Inscribed my copy of The Keeper of the Dead
to "Demonpriya”. “Your Devas are our
Asuras,” he pointed out, | was Demonpriya
o him sinee.

C R Sosihunar
:Iel'yim: legal .uullrmll.mw issues,

WHATTHE OTHE

“The lesson for New Delhi is clear:
nelghbowrhood. A better course of ac

demoeratic constituencies..and lee the
be it in Bangladesh, Sei Lanka or Nepal !

COuse—

WWW.INDIANEX PRESS, COM

RS SAY

Stop trying to pick favourites in the
thon.woubd be to continue to engage all
democratic process take its own natural
=THE KATHMANDU POST

Not just
the Valley

Ongoing electionin J&K is being
fought onissues of development,
political unity and prominence for Jammu region

BY RAam Mnmuw

TWO PHASES OF elections to the Jammu
& Kashmir LT legislature are over. These
elections = the first since the erstwhile
state was rearganised into two Unjoa ter-

across 10sectors and 58 parameters.

Several schemes targeting the youth —
such as the Mumbin Scheme, which pro-
widec! full funding for commercial vehicles
o 5,000 youth, and the Tejaswini Scheme,
which has supported 4,000 young women
with up to Rs 5 lakh for entrepreneurship
= hawve been implemented. The UT ad min-
Istration
drive, providing jobs to G0.000 youths
through atransparent and merit-hased sys-
tem. Under the PARVAAZ scheme, civil serv-
ices aspirants received free coaching.
Programmes like the Ladli Beti scheme and
Marriage Assistance Scheme have benefit-
ted lakhs of women.

Agriculture .uul horticulture, a sector

ritories five years ago — are tched
elosely by many in the world, A delega-
tien of diplomats from 16 countries, in-
cluding the US, South Korea, Mexico,
Singapore, South Africa and the
Philippines, visited Srinagar on the day of
the second phase of polling, and appreci-
ated the transparent election process and
enthusiastic participation of the people,
Asenior US diplomat described the |:nlls
as “very hc.\lthy.mﬁwur demacratic.”
fing

for dlultlsuunlmutm nmmlumnmmg

Jctaber |, when the
l't‘l'l’l-.lll'l-llll.! 4r‘rwum{th:~ Ao-member leg-

some they
il 1o acklress the unclerlying legal anclin
lI.llN!IHJ challenges th..nt perpetuate Ind

ach

islatur will be the most
critical for the Nmrs in the fray. In this

that lihoad toover 60 per cent
of the UT's population, received a major
boost in the last few years, resulting in the
doubling of pm:lur,mul of wgc:.mm
oilsceds,
ha\ulplﬂl.uu-:wnuaﬂmnw.mm_
ucts has resulted in huge profits for farm-
ersin the LIT, Tourism, the mainstay of liveli-
hood for lakhs of people, saw a huge jump
with annual nembers crossing 20 million,
The anmual Amarnath Yatra saw the partic-
ipation of an all-time high number of 5.1
Lakch pilgrims this year,

A recent Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey concluded that the av-

phase, 24 seats of the ly Hindlu

districtsof Ll ; Wathua, Samiba and

focused nnmhnnlmm.ﬂ snlu:ms is insufli-

clent to tackle the deep-rooted issues of land
fragmentation, informal tenancy, gender
equality, and suboptimal land use, Further,
even if technological solutions are being
adopted, states must adopt a systematic ap-
provch toevaluate technology before its adop-
tion, The 6-5 framework offers a stroctured
method for state-led evaluations, crucial for
addressing variations |nst.ue 1.1m1t|e\.|ml

nsur L
To unlock the pntt‘nll.llufln:lla L] I.m:l re-
sourees and support inclusive and sustalnable

the \'nﬁntl'y'\ Land Ia\'mi\nc\'n:mm This re-
quiresamulti-pronged approach thatencom-
passes legal Mnlms o mmm:hz'n pnwny

Jarmmu will go to |Inl|‘i The BJI has high
stakes in these areas. The remadning 16 seats
in the hill districts of Kupwara, Baramalla
and Bandipora in North Kashmir will also
wvote. Elections in North Kashmir became
intriguing with the entry of Engineer
Rashid, Seen as a spoller, this dark horse
with a penchant for soft-separatist rablie-
rousing is certainly upsetting the prospects
of established regional panties,

In this high-stakes election, the Valley-
Based parties chose to harp on old themes
likee the restoration of Article 370, Volers,
howvever, seem less interested in such aver-
ments, After the categorical assertion by
Union Home Minister Amit Shah that no
foree onearth can |II1MIh¢'!|NI!‘|‘H Aaticle

rage person in K spend. thar the
average citizen in the rest of India, In a
Muslim-majority region, the data shows
that membersof the community are better
offin terms of monthly per capita expendi-
ture compared to their coreligionists in the
rest of the country,

It s this story of good governance and
development that is the dominant theme
in this election. For the people of Jamma,
this election has come as anopportundty to
assert their equal status, Historically, the
Kashmir Valley-based leadership played a
dominant role in the state's politics anc go-
ermance, denying the Jammu region its due,
50 miuch so that the state wsed to be called
Kashmir instead of Jammu & Kashmir. The
tate’ m\lﬂ:ermvsu:er:llulmallﬂllv\\ -

rights, | gulation

ingefMiclent land markets, llorgside comple-
mentary measures o promote land consoli-
chation, improve land records, and enhance
wormen's land rights.

bk, it no longer

Sensing the lack of response o their appeal

inthe name of Article 370, the Valley parties

and their national allies like the Congress

changed tlmrlunund tried torake upthe is-
of

forms,

sue of However,

VP
India cancreateamoreenabili
for agricultural prochactivity, infrastructure de-
velopment, renewable energy expansion, and
social ecuity, The governiment st recogiise
that digitisation, while important, Is nota sub-
stitute for the hard work of reforming Indias
comphex and often conflicting land Lavws, Only
By addressing the motcauses of the challerges
facing land management can India trudy har-
mess the power of its land resources for the
beneditof all its citizens,

M'NIH‘! s Hurst Sendor rwmmurr.wam

even that issue lost ftes Prime
Minister Narendra Modi categorically reiter-
ateed ata rally in Srinagar that his government
was committed to fulfilling the promise
giveninPariament about granting statehood
oy the newdy-created UT soon,

In the Kashmir Valley, the participation
of a numbser of political parties, including
those like the jamaat that traditionally boy-
cotted polls, and a large mumber of inde-
pendent candidates, many of them promi-
nent leaders, indicates that the people of
this troubled region no longer want to be

of Muath

T of the politics of a bygone era,
Good nance is the theme of the elec-

“American University, De, mrﬂ
schotarat the Certer for Civil Sociery, Defhi.
Krishnan researcher, Uday

ton n.ul.um overshadowing calls for the

s Research L ead at KDR Farum, Views ane

10f the pre-2019 status, The Lt
Gaonernor's focus on providing efficlent ac-

personl, This arvicle is by
research by !m'wun'rs wrrln'mmﬁu' of kand

fawsand

in the last five years has re-

[ D ——Y

continued to produce, valiantly, brilliantly,
originally, In his G0s, he had written his first
novel, In his late-70s he began to write a
novel with a female protagonist for the first
time. Most recently, be wrote a novella and
e continued towrite short fiction,
The day | hear of Keki's passing, | wale up
o poetic blue skies, brilllant sunlight and the
senseof autumein the air. This last year of his
Hlness had eolncided with my Gther-in-law's

o redson at all for the inter: L get

Job, straight from an MA in E
m:ll\grnt:hc:l.nnnmnumlﬁll odissues
nrmdlrmurmmm' lll.u lt'm.ulu ile Illcl.w

: P
il anel critic English,

from 1854, | assisted the editor, A ] Thomas, in
various tasks, and the one involving Keld was
acurioas one, A the time, the Akademi pub-
lished new poets, and Keki, who was on the
hlullsh I1.1|1:u.1¢:t1 Imltl hac placed a certain

o
well

over in five mi . Insteac, a roaring adda
was soon underway, How kind he was, |
think now. How much interest he toak intwo
peaple e had never met before,

Wery soon, it was established that there
were to be two paralled trackes to the adda, As
tea came and came again, 1 spoke to the great
poet about poetry: The manuscript | had
brought along, his own work, and the gener-
mnm{mml In:lun[mshn I»Iruw:l:n But

e, My editor felt it
deserved another look, Kvkl was willing m

the poet ol in what Sauray
mnmlmtukmhnn.ﬂmu: — his time in the
and, me

Inthey met him
at liverary gatherings, we still lked best the
ground-floor apartment at Mount Kailash,
soft in the diffuse Hght, We went over to give
B our bookswhen they came out, he fed us
dinner and told us stories, Sometimes when
Balkishen, his old faithful, wasn't around to
miakoe his farmous kebabs, he would get sand-
wiches from Wenger's or samosas from
Anupama, We took other writers to meet
him too, and he fed them dinner and told
them stories too. During Covid, we emailed
him hﬂ.mse as his Immm:lrchned hediel-

and the newws of his loss jolted
meoutof ourmouming over Daddy'sdeathin
July. Grief upan grief split something open in-
side: [t allowed me o find words again,
During one of our last addas in Mount
Kailash, we had talleed of the memaodr again,
My friend, the publisher Karthika V K, was
really keen to publish it. He smiled and said,
“Let e reac the foreword toyou, s nverse,
Aboast the first decade of my life.” As Karthika
recorded it on her phone, | closed miy eyes
trying tomemorise — not the lines — bt the
maemsent, how his volce rese and fell,

aililige, My task wis to bear the
across. Takoe Saurv withyouw,” nwmlnnul:l

If you think it was unprofessional for a
young emgployee to show up ata great poet's
doorstep with her. .m;-wmudmlwumw

Inchian Pl itingly, his
time in the Cabinet Secretariat. They went
back and forth in time = to 1962, when the
young Keki had volunteered to join the 858
that had only just been established by B N

ntlike thie phione i Later,
Tance went to meet him with the writer
Mamita Gokhale,a meeting full of sweetness,
“Finkshyour memolrs,” | would el him boss-
ly. ‘I.lnwnlunumlml.\y. he:lw

yo
cific culture that ln.ulnw.emlrml Ihn Ihc

ullick, the
1B; bo 1993, when he had become chief of the

grace that underpinne lit

En n

Joint Inel “ormmittee. “When will you

[T

ful nrlmnks lmqn Ims]brhw. Every time, |
admired his resilience and the writing he

Th THCHIS [T Great
poet i 2 was, hie was also one of India's
great intelligence men. He chose not to kiss
and tell after all,

Tiwes of thee 15 mill

wshimir Adiy es = until th
Mo |\'n.unr:| it recently as
the |KAS — Jammu & Kashmir

Administrative Services.

With mare than 26,000 square km,
Jammu constitutes 62 per cent of the UT's
territery. In terms of population, Jammu
accounts for approximately 53 per cent as
against 47 per cent in the Valley. It con-
tributes \irniﬁr.unly testhe UT's eeanomy
i terms of revenue and tax collection, Yet,
the politics of the state always revolved
around the Valley with the Jammu bead-
ership hardly ever getting any promi-
nence. In the last more than six decades.
the state was always ruled by chief minis
ters from the Valley-based parties with
the brief exception of a two-year stint of
Ghulam Mabd Azac,

o major reason has been political dis-
unity in the Jammu region, In 2014, vaters
displayed astrong sense of unity by giving
206 seats to the BJP, catapulting it to power
forthe first time. A similar show of unity on
the part of Jammu's voters in this election
woild lead to the rise and assertion of
the patristic people of the reglon for an eq-
uitabsbe and dignified share in UT's polities

acomprehensive District (.mcl Gavermance
Inclex{ DG, underwhich assessments ane
made and district-wise rankings published

Thie writer, president, india Foundation, is
with the P Views are personal

HOLD TO ACCOUNT
THISREFERS TO the article, ‘A fraught en-
September 27) There is sus-
picien that the klllumrmlw wlmc

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

tage of their zeal. They need to stop bug-
dening neweomers with backbrealdng
wark. Employers must understand that
abalance between personal and profes-
sional life helpsin Ihr mental and phys-

cused in the caseof th

two minor girls was .ulc'lllwralr. faked
encounter, Maharashtra is due for as-
sembly elections shortly. The killing
could be seen as instant justice and ben-
rﬂt:hel\lhl\ltpﬂlm'Ihmunnm be my

SHMJnmru'l'

FOR TIMELY JUSTICE
1'|||§‘ RFI‘PRS I\’) Ihrc:huwlu Delayed

uandshrment with -

27),Often an

clety governad by the Canstitution and
rube of law. The Thane case deserves 4
cort-directed investigation. The police
are have to be held o account.

55 Paul, Nadia

BALANCE HEALS

IlIIG RP FERS TO the article, Imagine the
wroffice, (IE,

.t?1?\nm\cinuunl’uﬂwltlynm:hwm
alleged work stress highlights the toxc
culture that pervades the corporate
warld, [tis sad that no one from the or-
ganisation she worked laboriously for
hadd the courtesy totum up at her funeral,
New entrants are full of energy and
dreamns to make it big in life. The corpo-
rate igwips, paying heeel to her mother's
wise st ot take undhe advan-

Her mast recent book is Cat People,
anedited anthology

epaperindianexpressieom .. .

:wvlinnl«ﬂ .uprtl In justice delivery,
court hearings face undue delays, under-
mining the right to life of the accused,
Thisis wm.ﬂ&:m for those charged
wnche r PRLA aned LAPA, Recent Supreme
Crunl rulings have, in clear wnnli s|>h—
of saleguardis

rights, The interpretation of discretion
shoukd be approached with a lighter tone
oy protect the innocent while consider-
ing variables such as light risks, severity
and the presumption of innocence, It
seerms Hle the high court is mot neces-
sarily keen on dosely following the 2020
Db riot case, These procedural delays
serve as punishment and must be dealt
with in a timely manner for the sake of
Justice, Ulimately, four years of indeci-
sion reflect a clear failure.

Shaswat Jena, Chaziabd

Em B [
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLYES US ALL

THE SHIMLA STAIN

A Congress minister echoes a BJP dogwhistle, Rahul needs to
figure out how to translate Bharaljodoto gwcmance

epaper.indianaxpn
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WornDLY WISE
[T 18 BETTER TO FAIL IN ORIGINALITY THAN

TOSUC!

ED IN IMITATION,

— HERMAN MELVILLE

Imposing a symmetry

Politics of simultaneous elections prioritises neatness
over constitutional skills of negotiating complexities

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

FORSOMETIME nowy, but partioularhy during
the campaign for the Lok Sabha elections, it
was algued that the BJP will change the

HE FLIP FLOPin Shi th f Il G This writer had held the view
o' P dlatthnE]'J’mlghrnutdu tha! not becavse
ithad ion, but be-
the Congress. At the same time, it also makes public the dissonance within,
it huad dlevel technique of bypas:

which must sum)ybe embarrassing for the party and it On ,c::ﬁ‘:_,(- Mum‘ii |nme|:as:edmn.::
Thursday, when the ingh dli eitself froma miningwhatisa “money bill* or in the case of
statement made hynsuwn]’WDand LI'rhanI: minister Vil itya Singh NETTOMmi upreme Court ruling on ap-
on itwas i on adivisive i the of Election Cy i The
Congress,or a section of it, wanted to take the BJF's cue. Minister Singh had said thata de- BJP government has done greater damage
clsiont y Dcard over the past decade through its subterfuge
Lo . ﬁﬂmlthanthmugh upfront changes to the
of the owner in Himacl the ion. But besides paamru;vmmu
i i datory in Uttar Pradesh, Though al-

the LP tiveas a broader concern for and ity it i

. - o f s ot

fhact, would be eli This new assault has come in the form of

sions thati i ive, and
crimination and ! i
In the backdrop of the BJP government's decision in UP, and of the Congress minister's

in Himachal, were inci had stoled minority andeties and inse-

curities recently, In UR a police order in July, subsequently stayed by the Supreme Court,
asking eateries along the Karmwar Y‘aua route to display the names nfmell OWTErS, 05ten-

the Frime Minister's pet project, One Mation,
One Election, It would be a waste of the dili-
gent reader’s time to repeat oneself [Polls
Apart’, IF, Novernber 24, 2017, but as the gow-
emment gears uptopush the plan, itisneces-
sary to summarise the earier argument and

sibly choiceof K: " implic
cat i i And Minister Si in taneity af elections, .
Himachal came t.mly days after the eruption of :nmmuml tensions narhn.l ‘this month in mlzﬁ;:ﬁ;:.‘s:::g:;i;hc .pl":::r'::!:;
the so-far Progests al- three key areas, These will be presented as
teraloc overan li district but their scope will be far
i d ol In thi th ' i i a wider. The first pertains to the parliamentary
leaf from the le‘splayhuulc Imgmun form of the government. In whatever form
They point toa long-pl elil It has oft at, for ﬁ:id_na ulfsimutlzr_:tcms_"e!ecri_:g; su_ugh:
implemented, it will inevi signal
accusations nfplaymg dmsm: pn'lltﬂ agalnst the BIF, the Cnm';l“nss h:s :ut hleman:du: adeath Elow 10 the parliamentary :‘ysg‘m
e ! wgain. thepa While we await more specific and detailed
internally divided on the larger issue - in times of BJP dominance, shuuld!t playmo-tno Iegislative proposals, they will certainly in-
s idiom, orc it? Now, i the wvolve an arrangement whereby the right of
whenit onfident before, the Himachal dramais a the legislature to bring no-confidence mo-
reminderaf, sting ion, For il ke, the Ci tions will be curtailed. It is also not clear if
clarity. Forthe le's sake, it needs to o & di thechiermgcutivnwill:uﬂrinucmhamm
wides, insteadof mimicking it anl contributing o1t ll effects Rahl Gandls BharatJodo :‘:‘::;‘:.‘1’:;:’“ the legislature and force
Yatrawas i inclusn | be-

yond an Insta reel, Gandhi
clearky, haven't understood it.

A LAST-MINUTE PLAN

It ticks a few right boxes, but Delhi's Winter Action Plan for
pollution appears unconvincing. It will need reworking
IKE INTHE past thmu years, the Delhlmnumnrhas framed an action plan to

ityin ™
i thy year's Winter Action Flan are wel-

Th . A iy
l thi i k force c sl i Fthe Tment, transport,

revenue and traffic fior instance, s in the right direction, This is esp
|:|a|ly because air malty control often suffers because of the want of accurate real-time
I ies, Ihih\mmmcmn_\mal! theau-

The second major attack will be in the
arena of states’ autonomy: That's the only
way assemblies will have fixed elections
along with the Lok Sabha, The much-touted
1952-1967 precedence of so-called simulta-
meous election is a classic instance of mis-
leading public opinion, During that phase,
states were not forced or required to have

This determination to hold
elections on a specified date,
come what may, looks so
neat and American, As an
aside, a government that has
}allu] to hold the decennial
15 long after the
pandemic subsided, should
for such a pre-
determined calendar. That
apart, this calendar
precludes any federal
tweaking to the election
schedule, Thus, by officially
presidentialising the
clection, the current

sal runs the risk of

ng the federal

structure,

electi k Sabha,
But the elections coincided because after the
passage of the Constitution, all elections
were held together, Subsequently, there was
relative palitical stability as a by-product of
single-party dominance, Therefore, by an-

gued that the previous governments made
hence, a fi

won't matter, This argument seeks to trivi-
alise the entire hmy of lngnlanw:fcmcu-
tive confrontati

tion of the scope and meaning of m term

other accident of that party system, govern-
i i d con-

fidence motions or party factionalism.
But now, it is being mandated that all

". The basic structure doctrine
is already under attack. So, the older argu-
ments about people’s representatives being
supreme and the Constitution belngmly an

of the present are

bound to surface,

Sabha (or atap ) “election
event” to be held twice every five years,
Indeed, this determination to hold elections
on aspecified d.m come what may, looks so

will be to prioritise neatness, uniformity and

neat Asanaside, it
that has failed to hold the decennial Census
longafter the pandemic subsided, should not
strive for such a pre-determined calendar,
That apart, this calendar precledes amy fed-
eral tweaking to the elmu:ln schedube, Thus,

gotiate com Even as India's federal
experiment began to be appreciated for its
pragmatic asymmaetry globally, India seems
set to reject that very feature. With the attack
onArticle 370, the process of transforming the

y Y
menced. With the push over the I;ru;uam -

by offici Tion, nu-

CurTEnt pre sue and the de facto erosion of states’ auton-
the federal structure, omy through agencies of the Union
Thirdly, in thi: ism i i
Msstumgelmmcwlc the deeper consti- — lined. NMInuFurmly.mja m]cctlunufomn—

nmise of ionispushed  plic w of formal and i 1
o a secondary place. As above,  mechanismswi asaninstru-
will not be to - ment o undurmlnc the essence of the

unseat the executi d hence. woukd i Thus, over and above

no longer be the voters' agents to decide
whether the executive enjoys trust or not,
Besides, if election events are fixed ina five-
year cycle, there is every possibility that at
times, voters will have no representatives —
either state assemblies will be dissolved
or/and even the national representatives
may have run out of their terms. The ideas of

mental flaves in the proposal for simultane-
ous elmmni the most critical dangm it par-
lngicinto

alogicof “oneness”,

Debates about changing the Constitution
have so far centred around the question of
Hindu rashtra. While | have argued that this
crmngunmlmpunmmw:w ofthe de facto

tion will thus be compromised,
Inthe months tocome, more specific pro-

the long-
term politics of constitutional changes for pur-
poses of simultaneous elections can surely

debates, but the message as of
now is that this government does not care if
key aspects of the Constitution have to be
changed in a fashion that hurts its very iden-
tity. The willingness of the regime to under-

take this overhaul should alert us,
Such an overhaul sets two processes in
mation. First, it delegitimises the idea that
[ i SACTOSANCt

ahout the Constitution, Already, it is being ar-

P
ing the Ci with “our culture”, our
“ancient ideas” and aspirations shaped by
those ideas, This writer hadl once described
the idea of simultaneous elections as an at-
tempt at designing to distort, It seems that
there is a larger design to distort not just the
i ‘ut the Constinution itself

Thewriter, based in Pune.
tmgfat Pofitical Science

FOR THE LOVE OF HiLsA

Bengal's favourite fish merits a conversation on responsible dining

KausHIK Das GupTA

tioy hiave left it too late, Ay forin-

stance, © nudged Dy take F the city's annual public

health However, creating behavioural changes ime, The latest Action
Plan ith a shot: ctivee, For acity with i i

a will work well ondy all-year !

The pl Ik ingi hief i to the negotiat-

ing ing. Here too, the Dethi has gotoff the blocks

late. Early reports indicate that farmers in Delhi's neighbourhood have stam.'d pumng
ﬁmmcmpn:sduu Itwould be unfair, however, tolay all

AMONG THE DEBATES in which almost
every Bengali who wears gastronomy on
their sleeve has a say is one about the hilsa,
ilish. At addes, Durga Puja pandmds and ewven
in media, that perennial question requires
no provocation: Which is the river that best
nurtures the silver-hued bony fish? The
Hooghly — tlw Ganga — or the Padma in

which

the fail the problem. The Lni {i the Rad:llrfe LII'|E does not always weigh
for Air Quality AQM ) has not an effect . The panel, as iy b :"""i'“' some-
the Supremse Court pointed out on Friday, i but - about how

tive and must ensure that its efforts and directions actually translate into mducng the

address is the greatest determinant of how
oily the ifish is, orwhether it's plumpor lean,

problern”. That the panel, by its ow ourt, ¥ The trouble, however, is that markets in
manths, itis yet to et its act together three wassetup, The agency the country do not always sparkle with the
has functi regulator whe i y ity it (i ded silverc Ecological

h becomes an emergenc

Action Plan, which comes into play

reasons and overfishing have meant that

ECOETap P
Delhi's Plan does

niot hawe much by way of :Inpluymg this mm-ad—ﬂm-art applmdL The city's pasl mq)cn—

orrect

pollution seasomn. This year, the least they can do is discand the inflexible ways of the past.

I'T WASN’T ME

At the heart of the row between Spain and Mexico, a refrain of
the privileged when confronted with historical injustice

tures from the Bangladesh government to
whet their appetite. The Sheikh Hasina gov-
emment would usually ease export restric-
tions during the fiestival season. Fears that
the Muhammad Yunus-led ministry, which
has taken charge after Hasina's ouster in
August, would be less generous have proven
unfounded, With Bangladesh's Ministry of
Commerce approving shipments, Bengalis
can look forward o a pagio fare replete with
the Padma ilish, bhapa [ steamed | orwith the
shorshe [mustard) gravy or fried, sort out the
bones in their mouth, let the large concen-
tric circles of fat unraved to reveal the sweet

For those displaced from
their homes because of
politics and nationalism, the
fish harkens back to days
spent amidst rivers, when
hilsa did not just mean a
faney fare; smeared with
turmeric, salt, a dash of
mustard oil along with a few

chopped chillies, and fried in
hot oil, the ilish would reveal
its Hlavours on a plate of

which best, Only
afford it, though — a kg of the Padma hilsa
can cost thousands of rupees, The Narmada
and the Gudawan also provide hilsa, but these
fish are d no part
inthe debate,

Padma ilish is an umbrella term for the
fish from Bangladesh. [t can be from the
Meghna or l‘hn Karnaphuli or a number ad

ories and nostalgia often blend seamlesshy
with brand making. For long, Bengalis ad-
hered to a practice — hilsa would disappear
from kitchens a few days after the pujo, o
reappear four to six months later. This mora-
torium, which respected breeding cycles,

i i i ing apart
of high cuisine. Brand hilsa, especially the
one from the Padma, has meant the fishis no

ather well For those displ longer a pr of Bengali kitchens, or the
{mthmr)mmusbecauscefpnlmcsmdna— odd pice hotel. Restaurants today do excel-
tionalism, the fish harkens back it lent i f dishes that spare the eater
amicst rivers, when hilsa did not just mean thn Iabourofdcbonmgthe ﬁsh Butdiscard-
a fancy fare; smeared with turmeric, salt, a thing. The

dash of mustard oil along with a few
chopped chillies, and fried in hot oil, the ifish
would reveal its flavours on a plate of steam-
ing rice. With Fartition came poverty, the de-
mands of feeding often large families. Hilsa
is a delicate fish, and Meds to be handled
carefully, but
generously, Fish head, with a medley of veg-
etables — brinjals, pumpkin, potatoes andpul
leaf or kochu shomk — cooked i

culture that has created brand Hilsa isalsa
comiplicit in overfishing,

hilsa Ithas put inplace ﬁshmgmwatnmlm:
Export restric of

sure that markets don't run out of stock in
peak season, Most of West Bengal is an out-
lier to such conversations. The question
about which hil thee best will go on.

in which mustard and black cumin had

is a meal in itself, Fleshy strips from its tail,
after sorting bones, were mashed, combined
with green chillies and mustard oil into a

v
needed to use every part of the fish. Hish
bharta remains a delicacy in homes and in
parts of rural Bangladesh,

But given the high price it commands, Fadma
hilsa seems to have established itself as the
bigger brand,

During this Durga Puja, as ilish aficiona-
dos go back to their never-ending debate,
perhaps they could also celebrate the fish
with a message on sustainable fishing, and
responsible dining.

TWASNTME." apart being.a hit wit isalso salty taste of the fish, while sparring over stearning rice, Culinary history shows that food mem- kmeshik dosgupto@expressindia,com
the essence of privilege, the refrain of those i frui
of years past. The upper-caste rich bay in Indi wealthy Whi i us,
andtheo i i 1 Raj —each, wh |
if historic andt i\ echoShaggy, Bur
thekingsof e D epotiabisare  sdoing ) SEPTEMBER 28, 1984, FOrTY YEARS AGO

kings. King Felipe V1, monarch of Spain, is at the centre of a diplomatic row between his
oountry and Mmm overa Imm and an mwte

The Fstate has not been invited to
the ing-in ceremaony nrl’lmdiaf a5 Mexico's first woman president on
chber I ).hxmlus however, mu:dSpa:ns elected PM Pedro Sanchez, The reason for
ic prac un‘n_'qulmi

‘o apologise for ’Y:nmesed :unquust Spain mmumd Immnfm l\mmcamthn
15thand 16th es, ace

to the better, the Spanish foreign ministry said, *The arrival of the Spanish on Mexican soil
500 yearsago cannot be judged in thn light of contemporary considerations.”
atrocities of history by isindeed a fraught exer-
Wealthand though, can be, Felipe may
Bt h i 1swer a better, ac-
OFf course, it's easier to say, “itwasn't me”.

cise. Guilt, after all, is not

not be culpal

AKAL TAKHT Now OPEN

INANAPPARENT bid to assuage the hurt sen-
timents of the Sikkh community, President Zail
Singh paid a visit to the Golden Temple, of-
fered prayers at Harmandar Sahib, held an
hour-long discussion w:rh the five head
priests

epennd tothe public the Alal 'Ihld\twhlch has

restored ¥

SECOND INDIAN IN SPACE

THE SECOND INDIAN to go into space will be
a space di specialist who will be

whenit
lite Insat-1C into space. The Dy

‘tor vehicle urcy:lo—nduhaw was seen on the
mad, and com-

Space has al:l:epmd an oﬂcr hy dn: Nannnal
f the
USmflyan Indnn payload specialist from the
Indian space research organisation,

BANGLADESH CLASHES

K[I.'EAEI"]'I-ULEE pmmns mtludmga former
memberof i about

1j ing violent
B 23

mercial offices was very low,

PRICES DAMPEN SPIRIT

DESPITE “PRESSURE TACTICS” by the govern-
mnnr which has asked some nannnallscd

general response to the Indl.h'\usmlna :Iay—
night cricket match has not been encourag-
ing Thisis because the admission charges are

ties calbed for a country-wide general strike
dmundlru; the I|l'tmg of martial Law before

launched America

epaperindianexpressicom [N .

elections In Dhaka, nomo-

Tickets for the upper deck of the
Jawaharlal Nehru stadium have been priced
atRs 25 each, East and North enclosures at Rs
50 and West enclosure tickets cost Rs 250,



