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The lodestar of
We, the people

At 75, the Constitution continues to be a
visionary document that guides the Republic

n November 26, 75 years ago, the members of

the Constituent Assembly (CA) passed a

resolution approving the Constitution they

had drafred under the leadershipof
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar. It became the
founding document of the new Republic that came
Into belng on January 26, 1950, Since then, It has served
as the lodestar for "W, the people”, in whose name it
was proposed and approved,

Inover seven decades, the world's longest-written
Constitution, often spoken of asa work In progress —
there have been 106 amendments to the document in
76 years - has held together a country viven by multple
finult lines, The ideals of equality, liberty and fraternity,
highlighted in the Preamble, have guided political
parties of different ideologies that have been in office. It
hias been the reference book for the judiciary o step in
when the legislature or executive strays, The basle
structure doctrine proposed by the Supreme Courtin
1973 underlines that the constitutional ideals form the
bedrockofthe Republic and warns against disturbing
that foundation.

For a country that had faced the brunt of colonialism
and imperialism since 1857 when this land came under
the Britlsh crown and a soclety that had been welghed
down by the inhuman social order perpetrated by the
caste system, freedom in 1947, the (then) risky gamble
of universalising franchise, and an idealistic
Constitution that followed were truly liberating. The
making of the Indian Constitution tself was a grand
praject. Its members represented the religious,
lingulstic, ethnic, social, reglonal, and political
diversity of the nation, Each provision (395 Articles,
organised into 25 Parts and 12 Schedules) was
formulated after extensive debates and the outcome
was o remarkable docurnent for multiple reasons. A
Constituent Assembly mostly composed of people
drawn from the privileged sections of the society
agreed on a vision that offered a view from below,
privileged individual rights over communal privileges,
and secured the rights of minorities, It established a
social and political democracy based on the principle
of one person, one vote, one value.

Contlnuing Incldents of sockal violence —centred on
caste, faith, gender, and wealth — suggest that the
idenls of the Constitution are far from being realised.
But blame not the docurnent for our fudlure, hold those
responsible for its implementation accountable. The
future life of the Constitution, and of the Republic iself,
hinges on we, the people, our political agents, and our
Institutions imbibing the letter, spirit, and intentof the
document and working to realise its ideals.

Let science guide on
sustainable farming

ased on the sclence of the time, the Green

Revolution brought food security to India, Indla's

mammoth Public Distribution System for grains,
its impressive farm exports (most prominently, rice),
anc] lts mid-day meal scheme, among others, were
built on this foundation, At the same tme, the
practices it engendered have inken a toll on soll health
groundwater, ngri-biodiversity, agri-productivity, and
even alr guality. Itis against this backdrop that the
Centre has backed natural farming — an about-turm
from the chemicals and high-yielding seeds-led Green
Revolution, towards what its proponents claim is a
farming systerm rooted in eco-sensitivity and
traditional agriculeural knowkedge. The <22500-crore
National Mission on Natural Farming is in step with
the government’s stated alm to improve soil health
andl reduce groundwater firrigation dependence,

However, the Centre must ensure that indulgence in
natural farming does not hit farm productivity, A
recentacademic paper from ICRIER pointed out that
sefentists at the Indian Coundll of Agricultural
Research-Indian Institute of Farming Systems found
significant declines in wheat and basmati rice yields
under natural farming methods. The lmplications for
food security, farm income, and inflation. can be
debilitating for the country.

The pressing need is for investment in agriculture
research and the development of new technologies
that can weed out the second-generation problems of
the Green Revolution. That calls for improved agri-
extension services, better planning of crop cycles, and
even shifting out of cereals in water-deficient areas, Sri
Lankn's recent disastrous experiment with chemieal-
free farming that led to a massive foodgrain shortage
I 0 warning not (o putall our eges in one basket.

The COP29 outcome
suggests that India needs
to rethink its domestic
and international
climate strategy

angry Indian delegate
dismmissed e outenme
ot il the rocently

HT<iod

lustiexd el ssboms in thee stmosphere el
on the industrinlised countrics. They
were commitied to reducing thelr
emissions in absolie terms, These
reductions were negotiated through
the Kyodo Protocol o the UNFCCC
and were subject o a sirlc compli-
ance procedure, with signilicant pen-
htbes I they were nol delivered. Wese:
erm countries led by the United States
(US) wemt alsost systematically evis-

concluded 2tk Confer-
ence of Partles (COPF2)

UNFCCCand gutiing the
Kymo Trotocol. The shredding of

Lhese legal Imlmmulu wEw. h began

to the UN Fram rk
Conventlon on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) as an “optical illusion”
wilch hne been “stage-managed” by
the Azerbalani hosts, The stage-man-
aging of the multilatera) negotiating
process and the selling of opgical ilu-
sboma by achvivnond Western countries
5 i e rua gy g of short-chamg:
Ing deveboping countries in tackiin
the chalbenge of the global limste erf-

s,

Up umtl the Copenhagen climate
summit in 2008, India did not hesitaie
w call out Western hypocrisy and
e sclflshness. Is posivion
In the climate negotiations was clear
and compelling: Countries that had
froely signed up o the principles and
provisions of the UNFOCC concluded
at Rio in 2000, mane ulfil fselr com-
e, The principle of kisiarkal
respomsi biliy acknowledged that the
climpte crisis waos cakcing place due (o
the stock of greenhowse macs, mainly
carbon, which had nccumulated in
s mtmasphere since the
e Industrial age (n the 188
century. Curfent emisslons added
incrementally to that siock bui the
maln responsibiity for the accumu-

inC the
COP2 ot I‘nrls In 2015, where we
endod up with i universal plodge and
review system and, most
| mpertantly, fettlsoning the
principle of historical
responsibility. In signing the
Parts Agreermend, India gave
uip s st imporiant nego-

OPINION

On climate, India must
reclaim leadershiprole g

It v s s aurtlou It ling sl ddfend-
Ingg the [ terests of developlng coun-
Arles, wins meglected in our delibera-
Ao, Wee bt credibility with our core
constiuency and our hopes of getting
Western support in serms of i nanee
and technology were belied. Since
Parts, Indian negotiators have been

vnllunlly Lrying 1o regaln some lost
ground, bein buasck Uve notion of
t-|u||y ulncl ell ¢ Justice, But the

Baku oulcome suggests that wiith
regard tothe climate crisis, India will
bee o fis owm, that fts expectations ol
shgnificont infusions of capital and
technology 1o support its energy tran-
shthon are indeed “optical ilusions™,
W must rethink our domes-
i pnd Internitional climate
Srabegy.
On climate, Indin is o sl
peneris case, and this compli-
cates the formulation of an

Hating lever, that of holding Shyam eflective pegatiating strategy.
thie developed countries 1o 5 Its overriding challenge |s
thelr legal undertakings aran energy poverty, with mn'lp

under the UNFCCC. mr
Parls Agreement su

seded the UNFC
Horal

||l‘ Interna-

0w i It thon with the Wiest thist
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constiiuency

lwer. Inevitably, Bndia will be in the
wrosshivirs as the only large I'!I\I"IH:E
wconoay with rising emissions,

"

wweboonse, This wios apglauded by e
lurge constituency of developing
country delegates, We need to regiin
our leadership of this

will be oal-bused
thermal power which will remaln e
malnstgy of gur energy system for the
fareseeabie future.
The good news at achieving
wnergy security for Indin requines an
accelerated trans ton From fossilfu-
el-driven economic growth 1o one
ressviely more relant on renewi-

le sourees of energy such as solar

I primiary
thon belng one-thivd of llw
world average. I verms of kilowan

the cimate change domaln slince Rio
was chunged forever.

1w Inella's chiled negotlobos on Lhe
climate erisis up untll the Copenha-

b skl I the run g o Copen-
aggent, @ view started circulating in
government that bndia should take s
T ocom mosd g stance, that ‘it
shaibd be part of the slution”™ mther
Ul bse seen an a perennial nomayer
Ul i Disilian wwonss sl *n saeat at th
high tnblic' I dmulll nol always bc

lent, in 2021-22, India had a per
cajaitn fgure of 7,043 kw, compared to
SLOBL bow oo Chirm and 78754 low for
the US. Bedng the workd's most pop
lous country, it is mo surprise that
even with such low enengy avislkabil-
Iy, Indla in macroderms Is the
workds third-largest source of groen-
house gas emissions, though still far
behind the US and China. These emis-
whoma will Inevitably rise na the econ-
oy continues bo regiater 6% Gros
Domestie Product (GDP) growth, In
he US, docline,

sen
deveboplng tmllmln 1hn| ||n|l-!
dicrived its strength precisely because

i G
while China's are platenuing and will
egin b decline sooner rather than

ehetiy

such as nuclear energy. Currenily, we
are heavily dependent on imports of
oll (90'%) and gas (47%). and even
nigh-quality coul (35%). These
are subject 1o supply and pri
wolatility wnd alfected by geopoliteal
ligruptions. I s in our inberest (o pro-
Eressivoly recuce our [mpon depencd-
enee and accelerate the adeption of
repcwable and cleaner sources of
energy, Indin's greot advaniage s the
wcale of s economy and bright
proapects for i growth. With the
whghit milx ol policies, ts can be lever-
aged 1o attract both eapiial and toch

LY.
Indin has taken o elear-cut and
evien deflant stnd at Baku, and this 1

which alone can give us bargalning
strenggth, In the run-up b Copenlia-
gon, 1 ravelled o several develoging
coinvtries 1o buiikd o conse nss on our
negotlating posture. A that time, the
BASIC coumirbes (Brgl, South Africa,
India, and China) sill functioned as a
colerent and infucrisal group. [ was
our flirtation with the West that
eroded our standing in our motural
constitwency. Since the Parls Agroe-
mient, which was the result of a cyni-
call denl between the US and China at
the cost ol olher developsng countrics,
the BASIC is no longer an cffective
Forum, Chiia was remarkably mated
o Bk not wantlng o dnw aiteion
o s position as the woeld's brgest
emitter, There |s space for Indins
leadership in the Global South but
that will require o sustained and con-
certed diplomatic offensive,

Shiyairii Saran i§ a forimr frdm
weeretary amd nerved as the Prime
Mirsdsier’s sysectiol envary wsnd chef
migotialor on ciemate charge (2007
2000, The views expressed ane personal

Museum & academy to
mark Constitution at 75

the ndoption of the Constliation of lndia

dio Justhee o m.lr hllmr; ||ml I|er|muul il
The

o Novernbser 36, 2034, On this very day,

75 years ago, the Constitution of Indin
was mdopted, with 300 members of the Con:
stiuent Assembly coming logether o write
thie future of Indlia, I |8 traly remisrlolsle thal
the Constitution of India was dralted at an
extraordinary moment in history when
new beginning was envisaged for an old civi-
lisatian,

Whille there was every reason o rejoloe
hat we were comlig oul ol nearly fwo cenin-
ries of coloninl rule afer Aghting & noa-vio-
lent strugithe Lo soek independmnce under the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhd, we were
deallng with our awn historical chillenges,
BR Ambediar, the chalrman of the Dralting
Comminee of the Constituent
Assembly, in his lust speech (o the
Amsembly on November 25, 1949,
discussod the idea of sockal demic.
racy amd observed: “Polltical
democrscy cannot st unless there
Ties o1 the base of .. soclal democ-
ricy, What does soclal democracy
mean? It means a way of life rhnl
recognises Kberty, equality and fra-
ternity as the principles of life ..
Theey torm a un lon of winlty in the
sense that 1o divorce one (rom the other i o
defest the very purpose of democracy ...
Withouil equility, liberty wisild produce the
supremacy of the few over the many, Wiih-
out fraternity, liberty would produce the
supremacy of the few over the many. With-
oul ratermity, I bey and equstity coukd nol
become o natural courseof things. It would
require a constable to enforce them.” In o
way, Arbodbar wis prodicting the challen-
g il the lutare,

That sald, o i egpartune thime for
India to establish o Constitution Museum
and Rights and Froedoms Acodemy that will

I ndlin eelebented the 75th anniversary af

CONSTITUTION
OF

INDIA

Wemust educaie ourselves more about the
Constivutbon-muking process

C Raj
Kumar

Feasons lu mlu'blhllinu such o musenm and
academy nre:

One, 1o promote clvie adueation on the his-
oy and values of the Constitution, Democm-
eles are bullt around the Iden of people
el and participating in natlon-build-
my..'l'h:Prmer af the Comstitution rightdy
starts with the words, “We, the peaple of
India .." The Constitut|on of Incli Is a bind-
Ing document that brought together a diver-
slty of people to belleve (n o couse and an
Dchem] whst b8 Dvrgger than thelr own. [t was part
ol o collective imigination thal wis bome
out of eollective s ey Lhat M iggainst
eobondablsm 1o bulld & democralic socley,
The goal of the Constitutlon Museaim is io
nrrate and (llustrie thin story of
raidin through the history, evolution
and values of the Comstitution that
shaped ity creatbon, It is a moment
I themee, when we can reflect on the
Joursey bul alse appreciate the
opportunity that was glven o usas
a ]r:slrlu budld o pew democrocy,

ern ation on the bedrock of
traditional society,

Twn, n:lrmlmw o greater under:
stamding of the Constimtion-making
process. It s imporant that we, 58 a nation,
educate ourselves more about the Constit-
Hlom-minkl g process, The Canstitution ks not
a document whose el tonsh ip ought o be
Mo tedd no laveyers and judges. Every citizen
af India has wstake 0 i€ and Ands thelr volce
and keatity through this founding docu-
ment. The Constitution Musewrn will be the
I.|ml|u\|m| ||m| wll Tl the responsibility

al i

ness FL]IIHII]( L the constilation -making
process, This isalremdy part of our history
il heritage, but 1t ought to become part of
our [uture and destiny,

Three, to oelebiate the contribution of all
thee membsers ol the Canstituent Assembly,
W havien historte opporiunity o pay triliute,
recognlse and celebrate the extraordinary
comtributions of all the members of the Con-
stituent Assernbly. While we may be sware of
the I 1 members
ol thee Assem bly like Rajendrn Prasad, Jawa-
Tarlal Nehru., Sardar Vidkabhbhal Pacel and
BR Ambeckar, mach bess §s known about the
lurger composition of the Constiuent
Assembly which hid 300 members who regr
reseiied the diversity of budia. Among them
were 15 outstanding wonsn whose coriribu-
tions 1o the debates of the Constiuent
Assembly rernadn less kKnown and not recog:
nised. The Comtituibon Musedm will sere as
the repository of all such information for
jprosent and Muture genormtions,

The Constitution Museum should also
have the Rights and Freedoms Acad
which will trace the evalution of varlous
rights and frecdoms (n the Constitution
through the tracing of the 75-year journey of
the Constiibon. This will be the greatest
ribuse that we can ever pay to the members
of the Constiment Assembly but also o IIu;

the 75th yol
the adoption of the Constitution of India.

© Buf Kramar |5 foussdimg vice chare for,
OF Jinded Global University, The views
expreial are povonal
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In the true sense, the
was the outcome of our long
freedom struggle. The ideals of

the national moy

cment came

enshrined in it.

India-Canada ties and
the immigrant question

rgover The InCanada b
violemce IIIII| targeting of the Hindu Mﬂruml;;lwllq The Canvachian Burca for
Sabha Mandir in Brampeon have  lnternational Education (2002 stmed that out of

resulied i a dhploratlc Ballowt s dis
supted the relationship betwemn India and
Canahi, Prime Minister (PM) Narencdm Modi
enndemined the attacks and askod the Canidian
ROVETTITION] 0 cn-m justice and uvml:lllnr

thie tetal internatkanal students (BO7,750) in
Coenanela, 400 were from Incka, contrdbuting over
4.9 illlon b the Condian economy in 201,
Mot Interniational students applylng for new

nlll,n{hw IL

sty permits e Indians,
Henwe ! he countries

llul Ve,
anmnhlPMllum Trudesius spebe ab

pctsof Ik inCarada

he alleged intell| rking Indian agents
withthe Mlllmdgndm dllmll'll! Sk sop-
i Camidlnn

prospe
anel thetr famlies. Bhagy shroe, s Pune-hased
parent whise daughter s currently plarsui

soll. India dismisscd ﬁld\uus
sserthon asabaurd wnd motivaed.
IRt move, both countrles
expellod diplormets and lssued aclvi-
soties (o helr cittsens, This Eriction
between the two countries has

Iin Ciiila, siys, "We percevid
Canada s a sake destination, but
recent Inckents hove cromed endless
Testhesamess nmong panents and stu-
beniis. The education and coseors of
maiy students are ul stake, | hope
thinggs willl benormal soon,”

caused extreme resthessness and 5 lrudaya Riecently, the Canadlan gowim-
ety among Indlin [mmigrants Rajan it huaes dghitemed rules lov Enberne
el the ciasguem in Canimla, tonad students and announced i

Camnanchs s cmorgged as one of the new federal policy 1o limk Inrnr

sopdostinations for Indians migra- thon, citing economic nessure, Hure
fing albwoac. Tes malticulturnlism, et of Indinn groduates ane o risk
ages, ernpkoyTrenL oppostun- o eleporimtion and henee protested
ties, good Hving standards, soclal gninal this new policy. Canadla also
socurity, and echacation often atirac. Tt emche] e Stuchont et Stream
Inclian youth 1o choose Canada as Kuld ingh {SIS), ot of Its Bst-gack stident
their desinatian, Indian inmi- MUIDEERSINAN iy peurammes popular amony
grants, comprisng fondjn warkers, Rajput Indian students, The SDS was
students, businessmen, and other Lo b 00 10 belp post-second-
groups, form the highest share of ary students from I countries,
ks and a rapidly growing non-ethike — inchiding Indis, provess thelr visas more

i in Conada, I 2001, one-thilr dununm
mmiggrants were of dian orign, Accordin
lh (.m.mlwmulumlkh L(m e il J:r

quickly, The shutting down of D8 would
dversely impact Indian asplrans secking o
]lllﬂurl'lwlﬂ ndlamullnt.urulrh

Ly
nnuda Tosc from E.l.luﬂ In MI 3 o NA006 in
2022, and the mimber of

Inclia-C ]
e

:l | ecomoimke unl

e
rnnl' Isstill the rd;ul. follcwed Ly the Chilness,
have annnrtu:;;;;d totle Carncllan ocon-
ey, Most Inbernational Malllty Programnse
work permit hobders are Indians. The go

sty |ru|'|c tovpeople ties, Therclore,
mu (T Iulrlnwm nnhnmcmm
s,
cﬂmﬂm:l in L'n.llmﬂnn a!uml*m. unpluy

ment of Canada claimed in 2022 that the
enhancemsent and protection of diversity as.a

quate safety for Ilnnwm conilel mwllnvdy
1mrm1lhc Canadian economy considoring its

Mhn\ (.«mllu -mi Immi

turalism Act,
and any discrimdnation is Formally proflsted.
The Indian dinspora in Canda s a heterogene
e, diverse, and stzeable commundty macde up
of Puryabs, Tarils, Beoygal s Gugannes, M

M, Goans, Telugus. and Maharash irians. They
Therve sknibcan ty enrichind the culiursd-rellgous
diversiny and strengthencd the Inclusive socil
Halaric ol Carsacla,

gt
Thevve chebeterions consoquences for Indian imimé
grants Therefore, 1 s subiject of decp concem,

S vty Rafar b chair, and Kidorpsirgh
Warppud 15 postdocral fullow, D tonal
Instidiase of Migration and Development
(UIMADY Keruki, The viess cxpresed

are peisnial
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Why Income Tax Department has introduced PAN 2.0

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

sued by the Finance Ministry on Tuesday. The
existing PAN holders need not mandatorily
apply for the new card but can upgrade thl:lr

cost. Their number

THE 10-DIGIT ic Permanent
Account Mumber (PAN) issued by the Income
Tax Department is set to have a shew of up-
grades — enhancement of the QR code fea-
ture for new and old cards, a completely on-
line application process, and a merger of all
existing identification numbers o make PAN
as the comman identifier for businesses,
The Union Cabinet approved the PAN 2.0
Project on Monday to malke PAN the * smg]l:
source of truth and d. " With

the upgrad
What is the PAN 2.0 Project?

PAN  enables the Income Tax
Department tolink transactions such as tax
payments, Tax Deducted at Source
(TOS){Tax Collected at Source (TCS) credits
and income returns with the department.
Essentially, PAN acts as an identifier for the
person with the tax department and re-
same once allotted,

h

¥ -
PAN already linked o Aadhaar. itis expected
to become a strong source of identification
and information for authorities,
Existing PAN cards will continue to be
valicl umder PAN 2.0, according to the FAQS is-

Further, TAN stands for Tax Deduction
and Collection Account Number, a 10-digit
alphanumeric number issued by the Income
Tax Department. TAN has to be obtained by
people responsible for deducting or collect-

EXPLAINED E[[3

OCEANS OF WATER MAY BE HIDING
WITHINURANUSANDNEPTUNE: STUDY

LISING A simulation, anew study has pro-
posed that there might be an ocean of
waltr inside Uranus and Venus, The hy-
pothesis o

netic fields of both worlds, which are un-
like any ather in the solar system,

The study, 'Phase separation of plan-
etary ices explains nondipolar magnetic
fiedds of Uranus and Neptune’, was pub-
lished in the journal Proceedings of the
Natianal Acodermy of Sciences on Monday.
lewas carried out by Burkhard Militzer, a
planetary scientist from the University of
California, Berkeley.

Strange magnetic fields
Earth's magnetic field is generated in

its core, producing a clear north and south

pole known as a dipole that roughly

Uranus s the third largest planet in
oursolar system. Nasa

aligns with the axis of the planet.

“1t°s likee there is a big, gianl bar mag-
net inside the planet,” said Heidi
Hammel, an astronomer and planetary
scientist at the Association of Universitics
for Research in Astronomy. “"That’s true
for Jupiter, Satum, Earth and some of the
moons of Jupiter as well."

When NASA's Voyager 2 spacecraft
New past Uranus in 1986, however, it
discovered something unusual. “The
magnetic field was hugely tilbed and off-
set from the center of the planet,”
Hammel said.

A first, scientists thought the disor-
dered field could be explained by a sus-
pl:m:dglannmpan earlyin Uranus'
whic onits side.
But then the spacecraft flew past
Meptune three years later and “its mag-
netic field was also significantly tilted,”
Hammel said.

“There's hydrogen mixed inwith it and it
has a high conductivity that's important
for the magnetic field”

However, this ocean would have a

pressure 60,000 times greater than that
at Earth's surface, so it would behave
more like a supercritical fluid — a combi-
nation of gas and liguid — than like water
onEarth.

Crucially this water would be sepa-

rated, like oil and water, from a carbon-
rich layer below that divides the ocean
fromeach plancl's core.

ingt tax at source, [t is compulsory to quote
TAN i TDS/TCS return, afy TOSTCS pay-
ment challan and TDS/TCS certificates.

Under the PAN 2.0 Praject, with a finan-
cial implication of Rs 1435 crore, the exist-
i PAN system will be upgraded and its IT
backbone will be revamped,

Currently, PAN-related services are
spread across three platforms: the e-filing
portal, the UTIITSL portal, and the Protean e-
Gov portal. These services will now be inte-
prated into a single, unified portal. "'I1uwnc-

using PN data, including financial institu-
s, govermiment agencics, and central and
state government departments through an
online validation service.

*The PAN related information is used by

stop platform compr
issues/matters related to PAN

v suchasbanks, orm-

“PAN holders having an old PAN Card with-
ot O code have an option toapphy for a new
card with QR code. In PAN 2.0, the submis-
sionof applications is going to be online | pa-
perless).” Also, AN 2.0 will help weed out

panies... 5o, thos details
DH’V\N thwmllhmtul«:upmdalasaltly

duplicate PANs and minimise instances of
one holding more than ane PAN, the
Ministry said.

datavault system,”

For
less, common system for filing various tax

Anofficial statement saicl twill
enable a technology-driven transformation
of taxpayer registration services o improve
ease of access and service delivery.

‘What does it mean for individuals and

Union  Information  and and TAN.. By doing so, the I-T
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Department end 5 to
Vaishnaw said during the POLICY simplify processes, I:I:m:natl: Vaishnaw saic.
Cabinet Monday. delays, i prievance
“There were repeated de- redressal mechanisms,” ac-
mands from the industry to have acommen  cording to the FAQs.
business identifier. They used to say they
don't want different (identification) num-  What are the features of PAN 2.07
bers, a single numbcr would be beneficial. The QR code Fl:aturt which began in
The project PAN as 2m? 18, helps valicate the PAN, Thi

the common business identifier. All PAN/
TAN/ TIN will be chubibed under this system,”
he said.

AMITABH SINHA

THE COP29 climate meeting in Baku ended
in disappointment last week, On the main
issueof finance, developed countries agreed
to mobilise only $300 billion for the devel-
oping nations every year, a three-times in-
crease over their current mandate of $100
hillion but way shortofat least !I lnlbun that
all assessr 1. Even this
nominal scale-up = the needs already runin
trillions of dollars — is not supposed to hap-
pen immediately but only from 2035,

‘This is ot the first time that the annual
climate conference has produced a disap-
painting outcome. Each one of them in the
last 15 years has delivered much below ex-
pectations. As a result, the discussions and
ouitcomes of these summits have been al-

sght the

interiors of lhc twa pla nets would be
fe,  more mixed, “The new thing is that the
water separates from carbon,” Militzer
said, Usually, he added, “when you pile
hydrogen on top, the water layer dis-
sohves.” But the ice giants might have
formed with less hydrogen than Jupiter

and Saturn because of their larger dis-

The layer of water
Ml]llzcl‘s pmmsalalmslu nctllcthls

tanoe from the Sun,

This Iayt'r of water, not the planetary

debate. It

for pro-

tlun of 500 atoms

ic fields of

of the
is a layer of water about £,047 km thick
inside the two planets sitting beneath
their outer atmos, 5

“Wiethinkit's an ocean,” Militzer said.

YOUR BO-T0 INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

Thrl?nding could also inform a pro-

posed return to Uranus next decade by
NASA,

THENYT

ments of meeting the

reguire-

with some
The project also aims toset upa “manda-
tory PAN data vault system” for all entities

Of the 78 crone PAN carcds issued, 98 per
cent belong to individuals, A senior Finance
Ministry official told The bndian Express that

LW =) CLIMATE

Dismantling of climate talks

The disappointing deal on climate finance at COP29 could be the beginning of the unravelling of climate
talks. This is not a surprise as developed nations have been taking apart the climate system over the years

challans “Inthe PAN 20 Project,
all PANITAN related services will be hosted
on a singhe unified portal of ITD

The said Portal would host all end-to-cnd
services related to PAN and TAN like allot-
ment, updation, correction, Online PAN
WValickation (OPV), know your AO, AADHAAR-
PAN linking, verify your PAN, request for e-
PAN, request for reprint of PAN card ete,” the
FAQs saitl,

had to be decided by themselves,

Emission cuts inadequate

As a result, emission cuts have been
nowhere close to what is required. The
European Union is expected to cut its emis-
sions by around 60% from 2019 levels
by 2030

The US has been the biggest laggard.
Despite the much-touted Inflation Redhuction
At the LIS s only aiming for a 50-52% cut by
2030 from 2005 levels, which is about 45%
from 2019 levels.

Ifthe warld has to reduce its emissions by
A3% by 2030from 2019 levels, cquity and fair-
ness dermand that the US and EL should have
been aiming for about 80-90% n:ductiuni

The sh d

and dmlupﬂng countries on emission cuts
wias broken by the Paris Agreement, But de-
wveloped countries were still solely responsi-
ble for finanee and transfer of

Demonstrators during a protest for climate finance at the COP29 UN Climate
Suminit in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Saturday, uwroos

have been made sobely responsible for cut-

tmg their gn‘cnhuusl: gas(GHG)

Dismantling hegins
Thl: effort: the system be-
pan i ly after the Kyoto Protocol

targets

mentioned in the 2015 Paris
‘While science says that the world needs to
cutits emissions by at least 43% by 2030 from
2019 levels, all assessments of current ac-
tions estimate that globhal emissions, evenin
the best-case scenarios, would be barely 2%

thl climate change. These responsibil |cs
wene fixed largely with the “polluter pays”
principle. Since the developed countries
were mainly responsible for emitting GHGs
over the last I_\Dymrs.llwas unlyllnngthat

came into effect in 2005 after the requisite
number of ratifications, Although the LIS

chean energy technobogies.
Dilution of finance
responsibility

The developed countries argue that the
scale of finance requirements has increased
manifold, and many other countries have
groven rich in ll|c Last two dccadt‘s. so they
st also be. limate fi-

nance. The ﬁm attmwtmcxpand the con-

played a key role in finalising the Kyoto
Protocol, the country never ratified it.

The idea was to tear down the structure
bl’ll:kb)‘bl’l:k.m inone go. The crucial dif-

tributor hase aris itselfbut did
not succeed.

It was one of the core issues being dis-
cussed as part of the finance agreement in
Baku, and some criteria for roping in more

down by that time, they be asked y forclean- ped and de-
The underwhelming deal on dimate fi- ingitup veloping countries in the of -
nance reached in Eaku mghl]u;t bethe be- Howrw:r eruity and la:mcss arerarely  mate responsibilities was repeatedly
ginning af th g talks.  the ofi Irelations,  targeted. This was done to ensure that the
How this climate structure was allowed to  failure to meet targets could not be blamed

Inherently unstable be built up, with the rich and developed  only on the developed nations and instead

Il i not a surprise that llu: current inter-

:uumrlcs Ful]y pamnpatmg in the process,

oneli

isani

has not yet

maJur mu]l:latl:ral ;ym:m wl\lch is com-

nat:uns Usually, the rull:s ulany |nN:rna-
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hal-
ance, and are mosthy in Enour of the power-
ful, as they are the ones who decide on the
rules, The climate change architecture, as
by the 1994 UN F

Cun\u:nllun on Climate Change {UNFCCC),
goes completely against this norm.,

In this system, the rich and the powerful
— agroup of about 40 including the United
States and most of Europe — are the main
culprits for causing climate change, and the
rules are stacked heaviby against them, They

It was not before the 1997 Kwtu Protocol,
the precursor to the Paris Agreement, was
finalised that the developed world realised
that thls system cnu]d hurt their interests

be shared with everyone.
The first attempt to replace the Kymu
I"rumml

countries were But the develop-
ing countries managed to thwart it again,
Essentially, China, which was a target of the
expansion effort, put its foot down,

In the bargain, the dcw:qud cuunmcs

lirnited ¢

raised hythl:m S}UDbllIm and 1o more.

Cr i itfailed.
countries worked for another six years and
succeded in Paris. But even while it was in
force, till 2020, Kyoto Protocol targets were

and disrupt th | power bal-
ance. The Kyoto Protoce] took forward the
principles enshrined in the UNFCCC and as-
signed specific targets to each of the devel-
oped nations in accordance with their
“guilt". The targets were to be fulfilled ina
specific time frame, EBailing which they could
be penalised.
This is prohably the anly instance of an
1 A e b be-

ing created,

I ignared by all the developed
:uuntrlcs Marty of them walked out of the
Kyuo Protocal,

The Paris f al

changes to the way climate responsibilities

mate structure has bctn across the board,
which has led to a continuous decline in the
trust of developing countries.

However, it is still the only multilateral
forum where small nations such as Tuvalu
or Marshall Islands have a voice, and an in-
fluential one.

These countries also benefit from some
climate moncy fowing to thrm Itis not

were struc ks were
not the sole responsibility of the developed
countries any longer. Everyone had to “con-
tribute” thoughina “natienally-determined”

manner. Tl‘lﬁ:l't‘ WETE ik amgnﬁ:d targets hul

intries,

enough but better th atall.

The climate talks would possibly con-
tinue to have limited utility for some more
time. However, its effectiveness as a global
forum to fight climate change is declining
steadily.

Recalling stories of women who helped draft the Indian Constitution

RISHIKASINGH
NEW DELHI. NOVEMBER 26

ON CONSTITUTION Day (November 26),

posed on widdows, such as shaving the head
and renouncing jewellery, after seeing her
IllDthl:lsl."!pl:l’lL‘nU.‘ Swaminathan con-
tested Ce Assemibily elections
ona Cmgnss ticket from Madras in 1945
im:l then became a member of the

Y bily. She spoke about the

.ﬁssﬂnbly the budy uslmd with I‘umlllat—

HlmluCudr Bill and its rebevance for gender

ingthe C

equality: Wi ioned that the Bill
The 299-member Assembly ha 15 affects the wormen of I (Left to right) Ammu Swaminathan, Annie Mascarene, Begum Qudsia,
women members, including prominent fig- — the men, - Dakshayini \ d Renuka Ray. Archives,

ures such as Sarajini Naidu, Sucheta
Kripalani, and Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit. Butit

hackgrounds who participated in debates
on gender, caste and reservations,
Ammu Swaminathan
(1894-1978)

In the boak The Fifteen: The Lives and
Times of the Women in India's Constitwent
Assembly, authors Angellica Aribam and
Akash i wrote that Smmmatlun
taadt lead. Karala,
marriage to the much older Subbarama
Swaminathan in her teens, she became in-
terested in politics,

lowing a division.
Ultimately, she decided to stay in India,

Post-independence, she became a UP Rajya

Sabha memberin 1952,

Dakshayani Velayudhan

(1912-1978)

| firets —sh

s the first Dalit woman to graduate in sci-
ence in Cochin {now Kochi ) and the first
Dalit woman in the Cochin Legislative
Council to the Pul

Post-independ-
ence, shie was l:lcctcd to Lok Sabha from
Dinchigul, Tamil Nadu.

Annie Mascarene (1902-1963)

She later joined the Congress, As partof
the Constituent Assermibly, she spoke about
the need lura strong Cl:nm: inthe early days

Mascarene was born in Tri
(now Thiruvananthapuram) in a Latin
Christian family, considered to be at the
loweest rung of the caste system, Despite
hersocial status, she went on to study and
teach law.

Lower-caste Ezhavas, Christians and
Muslims could not vote in the local legisla-
ture at the time, Mascarene actively cam-
paigned for a government based an a uni-
versal a}iullt Frall||:hisll:, despite being

ictions im-

by her pol

notwil j

tions, mll\anulrrrmmunga}magamﬂ
her convent schoolis
Qudsia and her hushand

nity. “slave” caste, -caste

ties but remained involved in the Dalit
mavement.

Renuka Ray (1904-1997)

Ray was born in Pabna, present-day
Bangladesh. Her father was a burcaucrat,
while her mother was one of the first
women students at Calcutta’s Presidency
College,

Ameeting with Gandhi in 1920 led her
o quit college and join the freedom strug-
ghe, where she went door-to-door to raise

Ray later stucied at the London

professors in her college would refuse to
shiw her practical experiments,

After working as a teacher, she married
a social worker at Mahatma Gandhi's

School of Economics,

After her returm to India and marriage,
she was engaged in activism for women's
issues, such as the rights todivorce and in-

sising the autonomy DFIDcaJ EXPLAINED decided to join politics in - Sevagram Ashram in Wardha. In 1946, slw: heritance. Ray also represented women's
governments. Mascarene 1936. Though conservative  was elected to the Consti ly ions in the Central Legisl
contested as an independent HISTORY | woupscriticised hercandida- from Malabar, aged 34. Assermbly in lﬂ-l}alﬂthmbcca:mamm
candidate in 1952, winning ture, she won from a non-re- She 1 with Ambedkaronthe  ber of the C
from Thiruvananthapuram. served seat. Despite being  need for scpa:atc c‘lﬂ:tnlau's siymg the Slu: opposed women's reservation in
rtof the Muslim League, st rovision Hels saying it would be “an imped-
Begum Qudsia Aizaz Rasul FI‘:.: few members uppgsmg separate L'|L'I:- fhl.‘ only Ieader of the Harijan cummumry iment to our growth and an :nsull’;ﬁul
(1909-2001) religion, Her vi perati mth the nation-

Qudsia's father was a politician with
roots in the royal family of Ma:lrrknta in
Punjab. Her privileged background led

idea of Pakistan were more complex. She
believed it would help uplift Muslims but
possibly harm poor Muslims in India fol-

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

alist forces is a great tragedy. ..
Unlike her peers, she could not contine
a political career due to financial difficul-

a lok Saliha MPin 1957,
LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained
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Pull,don’t push

Capability centres need enabling environment

ne of the more exciting developments in the business services sector
over the past few years has been the development of holistic global
capability centres, or GCCs, whh.h serve lamt.- multinationals. Many of
these have been o 1in, orp 1 1 aslgnil-
I.unm Increueoc.-ln seale nnd value added ihr:he domestle m::rr Nulumlly. llmc Is
i competition when it comes to the f the prop HICH
T Mgumnmml of Karnutaka has released o strategy targeted dlm:ly at GOCs, It
has now been announced by Chiel Minlster Siddarmmadah that the state government
plans three dedicated parks For GCCs — in Bengalun, Mysuru, and Belagwi,
MrSiddaramalah’s focus on GCCs is both use ful and necessary. The services
sector, enabled by Information technology (IT), has long viewed Bengaluru in
particular as home, but there is no doubt that the sector has risked being left
behind by tech governance, and cor Jeveloy wer the past
few years. But it must also be gnised that the basie requl for GCCs
tor Nourish In Karnataka — s in any other state — are those which are broadly
applicable woall new investment, particularty forelgn Investment, These include
the avallability of land; led Inf ure, including roads; reliable, cheap
(and ideally green) power supply; and an easy dispute settlement, In the past,
the Karnataka government did not cover itsell with glory when it came to these,
The state has sc ken the lead on gulatory disputes, Its focus
should be an inereasing clarity, not reducing it
Utbanisatbon |s a eruclal factor when It comes 1o moving up the value chaln
In business services. About BS per cent, accosding to some estimates, of India' I'T

FLLUSTRATIOR: DIMAY SINHA

Aboostfor cashtransfer

Assembly election results will trigger demand for a bigger cash

transfer scheme forwomen

here is now near unanimity among those who
Thnw analysed the results of Assembly elec-

tloms In Maharashira and Jharkhand that
women power in electorl politics hos witnessed o
naw dimenslon, It 18 no lenger a question of promls-
Ing welfare schemes or cash transfers (o voters.
Targeting such benefits at women voters [n partic-
ular seems to have begun ylelding better electoral
outcomas for those political partles that announc
them In good time.

Remember that the states of Andhra Pradesh and
Bihar had introduced schemes to stop the sale of
potable alcohol, One of the mnln TSNS rnr sach a

OPINION 9

poor revenue-rising capacity and borrow more o
Tund such schemes will fee major governance chal-
lenges and fiscal problems. This challenge has now
become even more complex with women-centric
schemes making fresh cladms on the governments'
wvll‘un. budget. Tha concept of s moruorlum on wel-

an allen keain
umy A freebie once granted can nnrdly be discon-
tinued, All that can happen |5 o substioue It with a
Iilggger freebie, State budgets will, therefore, be even
maore constralned in the days to come,

“Thee second Impact could be on the Unlon govern-
ment. Surprisingly, wormnen-centrie welfure schemes
T not an thed |
Thare are Inunyi.lmlrll schermes meant for wormen —

e Gl |

i violence,
the Swadhar Gelha nt.l\l.'mv 1 bl wiimien I dlstress
with el assisance, the Retd Pachao Betl Bachio
schemie almed ot addressing the declining ehild-sex
rutioannd Prachan Mustrl Matru Vandana Yogana that

benelics, among others,

Thare may be many more such schemes to help
Incli's women, but the financisl allocatlon for these
ar.‘h:llm'a amounts to very llitle, Take a look at the

declsion w drunken
men agalnst wormen wnd w sop mu.n from wsing up
thelr eamings to buy LI|.:|I'|U|k. lwwmpun slxwlnulln.lx
Tarmllies ruln,

it proffbison polley on aleohol but Bihar n.mlnmn
o espouse that cause, Blhar's decksion to provide fee
cycles to ghrls wha jolned school and West Bengals

. A I atnich

dthe Unlon y ol woman andd child
development, which Includes schames for children
as wll, Omly $23,165 crore was spent by this minkstry
I 200920, or abort 0.9 per cent of the total expendi-
ture of the entire Linkon government, Flve years later,
In 2024-25, th will goup
tovonly 86,082 crore, and lts share In total govemment

Just n fow

the
In Maharashira, the Eknath Shinde go
the Ladki Bahin scheme n August 2024,

and IT-enabled services exports In panticularcome § Four states —

Karnataka, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu, l)ynummlmmu:cmm malmllhpmun:l:
The g of Karnatak A reglonal deved-
opment”, but it must also recognise that it I.e' world-class urban centres that will
attract investment. “Beyond Bengaluru® is a good slogan, but it can be made a
reality only when other urban centres In the state have connectivity, facilitles, and
guaality of life comparable to the Bengahuru-Mysuru cluster,

It his discussion of GOCs, the chiel minlster added the state was already a
“preferred destination® thanks 1o lts “unmatched englneering talents and the
highest number of Al (artificial intelligence) professionals globally”. He added a

fi here to Igned by his government to create an “industry-
ready workforce”, It s a fact that human resources concerns rank high on how
GOCs, which ane hur pital-d Ive, evaluate destinations, The government
must also recognise, however, that an "industry-ready workforce™ Is not ane that
discriminates against "outsiders”, No company planning o GCC wants to be
embrofled in compliented political disputes over wlw COUnts s u loeal and w'hu

providing L1500 sach month to over L0 milllon womm-
it in the state, In Jharkhand, the
Hamant Soren government declded
InOctober 2024 to risethe wssistunce
amount promised to women under
the Malya Samman Yojana from
ELODO every month 1o 82,500, The
Yojana wis liunched In Augast 2024,

Mot to be outdene, the oppositon
pelitical partles In the electoral fray
had alsa promised stmilar cash trans-
fer schemes for women, If they were
voted to power, It was no surpelse that
tha VOLINE percentage AMang women
sow o significant Increase In these
Assembly elections. And golng by the
werdlct, It seems clear thit wormnen voe-
o had greater fafth i the promises made by the

RAISINA

a.kmnnlwhmhwnmluhldnuf Itlatives ces] 1

A to Improve
"

- dmriymlmmc.nm Barsh regulation
lllm recuines job mm:i:m for locals is not. In general, investors respond better
tocarrots than sticks: The government in Bergalurs should focus on the supply of
suitable local candidates for GCCs rather than Forcing lsbour demand to adapt.

Searching answers
Forced divestment of Chrome can shake up the market

he Department of Justiee (Do), in the Unlted States (US), recently

suggested that Google be forced to divest the Chrome browser as part

of a 35 page portfolio of suggested dies to reduce its domi

in the online search and advertising space, This is In o federal antitrust
case where the court has already found the search-engine glant gullty of monop-
ollstic beh but lsyet to Sl mensures. Google has responded
tovthe Dol suggestions by characterising them "extreme”, The court may or muy
not adopt ary of them, M the new Federl iy [nstruct
the Dol to dlal back iis recommendations, Google would surely appenl amy order
that Imposed a forced spinaff of the Chrome browser. If [t ocours, itwould sig-
nlficantly change digital markets, While it Is easy enough for users to switch
browsers, most users don't. Hence Chrome holds market share, especially In
the Androkd smartphone environment,

Adthough it is also easy to switch search engines, similar inertial behay lour
patterns allow Google to remain, by far, the dominant one with over 90 per cent
market share, The coupling of the dominant browser and search engine makes
It ensy to track surfing patterns, and Google has been repeatedly necused of
monopollstic behaviour that favours Its own services and products, If Chrome
Is Indeed forcibly divested, Google's dominance would be broken or, st least,
decoupled and difficult to maintain. The new owner could tweak preferences
and features to create a more level playing feld. In tum, that may lead to more

ition and i fon in search and OF course, it would be
mcuuury tov ensure that any new owner did not dcw:l::p asimilar stranglehold.
Google can muke several arguments in favour of not forcing a spinoff, One is
shmply that it would ot recelve market value, whtever that may be, in an enfoseed
sale :ﬂ the lwwucr Another pednt Ialhul the defult settings of the browser and
enslly be cl 1. I, for example, the browser leon ls netonthe

hume sereen, and there I8 no default search engine, users of new devices would
have to set thelr own preferences, This techinleal fix would, however, leave the
preferences of the vast base of current users undisturbed and that fimours Google,
.’\ lhl.nl mmmm:. WI1I|.h Is quite cogent, is that the monopoly has been already
he Ive AL ChatGPT and similar lurge language medels

(LLM} have '-l'l-"-ﬂﬂi-‘d mm.h business and the ways in which results are presented,
Ags LLM prompt s very different from the entry of keywords in an old style search,

rised very diffi ly. Goople Iu'*-' deml i thils aren and

{n.-n.‘\] has thus led to o shakeup in digltal mark ing Google retalns own-
ership of its ad server Google Ad Mmmt{ml\d}. llw-!ll rcwin control of ad auctlons
formuchof the i Agaart from GAM and the A system, Google
would continue to have levess in the form of Gmall, GooglePwy, YouTube, Google
ToT hardware, ete to collect user-data, A more fragmented digital market would be a
mane 1.1:m|‘c1llm |11um andd would surely drive Innovation, Google launched its
1998 iy nchieved d Inannscent space. But almost

three :Imuleu downthe Ilm llmlnpum I8 ripe for change.

thes in both the states, A promise, after all,
was only a promise, [n contrast, the reling partles in
Maharashtra and Jharkhand had rolled out these
sichemes well bafare the electbons, and woimen vaters
had already benefitted from them as they saw the
promised meney in thedr bank accounts,

To be sure, woolng women volers I8 not new in
India's electoral politics. Many other states have
framed welfare schemes specifically for women, Not
all of these st ates may have rodled out these schemes
Juast before th Bt thit I play
u declalve role In electoral batles hadd been recog-
nlsed long ago,

'l
. ;
’.

A K BHATTACHARYA

1 almed ot
thelr states,
In recent years, the Delhl government made travel
on buses owned and operated by it
Tree for women. Macdlya Pradesh hud
il lnunchied thi Lachll Bebina Yo,
which was the model for Eknath
Shinde's welfure scheme for women
in Maharasher lnunched earller this
wear, This st can be longer, But the
palnt 5 that state govermments have
v on from just framing schemes
o beneflt women during thelr rule to
announcing specific cash transfer
schames or freehles, meant only for
wornen, just before the slections, The
Assembly  electlon  results  In
Maharashtra and Jharkhand have
shown that such an approach works,
So, expect two possible uu:mmun in the days o

HILL

e will full 1o 05 per cent.

There bs another way of judging how the Centre
s spent on schemes for women, A statemaent on
Gender Budget provides detalls on the different
schemes that the government Implements for the
Ibenefit of wemaen and glrls. That statement shows a
Ietter pleture. For schernes that are entirely for wom-
enund glrls, the government spent about 826,731 crore
In 2009-20 and this amount will mone than treble to
112 trillion In 2024-25 But there |s o classification
problem in the caleulations under Gender Budget,
Adlocations for raral and urban housing have also
been Included here, which ane net really women-cen-
tric schemes, Without the howsing allocation, the
money spent by the governmant on women and glrls
wient up from B4,615 crore In 201920 to 831,725 erore,
This was not that big an [ncrense,

With the power of women in reaplng electoral
dividends now belng recognised In these Assembly
elections, It is Ukely that the Unlon government's
budgetary outlays will also reflect a blgger Incrense

come, One, the stases that will g lections n the
next couple of yenrs Mlunl‘mlinpjqu. o cralt shmilar
canh transler sehemes for women and ol them out
before the Assembly elactions, And the opposition
pedithenl partbes will also malee similar promises | dvey
were ko b voted to power, None of theem will make the
mistake of even allowing an im pression 1o be created
that they would discontinue te cash transfer scheme
stirted before th elect lons.

In a country where the per caplta Incoms is just
ahout E2.1Iakh a year or $2.500 (compare that with
$12,000 In China), such welfare schemas will always
carry o g attractlon for voters, Yes, ststes that have

inth for programmes that benefit wom-
t.n But as recent electlons have shown, electoral
|5 cah transfer
1o the Intended beneflclarles. The fortheoming
Hudgee may, therefore, glve o big push (o cash trans-
fers for women. OF the four groups of Indlans that
the Mod| government nurtures, the youth, the poor,
and the farmers have already beneditied from cash
transler schemes In recent years, 1t 1s now the turn
of women to get bigger cash transfer schemes from
the Centre, For these Inthe government committed
1o the Idea of fscal prudence, the challenges have
ot a letle more difficult,

India’s economy: Moving towards normalisation

average real gross domestie product (GDP)

growth of around & per cent. Plnanclal markets
responded exuberantly o this world-leading per-
formance, Recently, the growth momentum has
moderated, which we view s a process of nermall-
sation, reburning to s more steady rate of expansion,
This phase of strong growth was sccompanbed by
concerning splllovers In some sectors, which macro-
pruchential measures are now alming to contaln,

‘W address three aspects here. One, the factors
drivingthis cyclical moderation in growth. Two, the
"heady va nlwd%“ argument extends to the con-
sumar credit cycle, Three, whether
an extended perlod of tight mane-
tary policy will lead to o greater
prowth sacrifice,

Flrstly, tight financing conditlons
wnl the lagged Impoct of idiosyncrat-
ke fuctors — such as generl electlons,
a showdown In construction activity,
delays bn project outlays, and adverse
weather conditlons (ranging from
Tt wivies 16 heavy unseasonal raln-
£} — b g s cyellenl spoed
bumps. Our propelesary GDP
Mowcast model, along with sub-indices for key
groveth drivers on both the demand and supply skdes,
provides insbghts Into the direction of the economy,

Industrial nethviey and net exports (goods and
services) have held up, whilst investments (machin:
ery and equipment) and consumption have lagged
at the halfway mark nﬂlu.- nml year, t—nr.wrn fuch

I ndin witnessed three years of heady growth, with

RADHIKA RAD

trucde (professlonal seevices in partieular), has low-
ered the eyelleallty In ls contributlon.

Publie Investments are gainlng ground, with the
states’ eapex expected to get a hand from the next

roarincl of ‘entre.

trends remain posktive, suggesting that the under-
Iylmg concern ls more about levernge levels,

On an aggregaie basls, household debt as a per-
T 1clilng wp In the past elght
uerters, b hold balance sheets have benefled

; ¥
Recent state electlon results underscore that palit-
leal stabllity Is also In the

[mlm In.- n.nm Innm'mm Trom wenlth effects, bue

momentum of Infrastructure spending. The
Centre's capex d lsbumements need w dse by 52 per
cent yerr-on-year batween October 2024 and March
2025 to recover lost ground, making it an uphill
task to fully meet the budgeted targets. As dlnr.'unm.il

highe i SLIGNRer.
I hu (.LI-TI‘I.‘IJILIH\-‘L‘ I |1:*ru1m.' In the cost of living con-
thnues to welgh on purchasing power. The GDI defla-
tor ls 25 per cent slnoe the |
{indexed=2019). The Intenthon to de-lever further
might tend to cap consumpslon In the near term.

below, ptbon s lkely I

below its welght, A modest plek-up
In the momentum n the second
half, driven by easing inflation, qu

g the cost of llving, along with ensuring
Job securlty, will be key near- and medium-temm
prerogatives for the sdministration,

Third, policy

fetive policies, and
public capex, are behind our 6.7 par
cent growth forecast,

W expect medlum-term growth
o stablllse ot &.5-6.6 per cent,
stronger than the FY19-20 pace but
maderat ing from the post-pandem-
be years, Comblned with nominal
GOP growth of 9-9.5 per cent, and
forelgn exchange (FX) reserve
nasurmptions, we see room for Incin's noming GDP
(kn US dollar terms) to becorme the third-largest in
the world within this decade.

Secondly, the hendy vs steady argument also
extends to the consumer credit cyele, Banks' retall
lending grew at a high double-digh rate In FY23-24,
pwmmllm tghter \'lulinnr.\ from the IU'I|1I'N|'I|1.I|.

s the regulatory pcth n unsg-

I
portiolio, F‘Ih. Raserve I!nnk ul IndlliRI!IJ !ilunl!lh.il

intain a cautious posture, highlighting limbted
room for rte cuts in the face of Above-targes Infla
thon, With food prices, partieularly volatlle vegetable
prices, driving inflatlon in recent months, there (s
ongolng debate on whether policymakers should
tap ex-food headline inflation as a gauge for polley.
Thare I some mert In this argument. The arrlval of
kharlf crops 18 expected totemper prices, llong with
only a third of te infatlon basket growlng above 4
per cent at this jeneture, Ouwr trimmaed mean mes-
Bures are also running below the headllne.
Concems over second-round effects have yet 1o
as Inflation ruralfurban
wingee growth, and business cost expectat lons nemain
contalned, Ihurul'un. an extended perlod uﬂlluhl
monesary palicy
The only rlnk!n Lh!numumn.m I the currency, whh.n
ha come under pressure from a bid dollar and port-
follo outflows, The record weakly drop In forelgn

cured loan growth, u.nd |hu Inflatlon I!gh: 1Im nua
i nat

HEE GEOROMIE CoNt, Iznlryl. chear slgns ol |:Ir.k up
I prlviite sector capex are still absent, Our previous
seudy established that forward-looking growth
expectatlons and corporate profitabllity typleally
convince flrms to step up capex commitments,
Ddversl Acatlon in the export basket, lmnln ahlgher
share ol £ ds nc wll

hier Sukshi after a clu

Witsess I memolr, and at

several the
rn:u !n the m:dll card portfolko, MII:.I\ was higher
ull ot

seade of Interventlon that wis
ruqu!n.-u:n keep the currency from breaking through

erodit sl

uwranmu.'r o kit also highlighted the xpo-

sure af banking fnunclal T

lerdirs and small finance banks to this segment.
Enslng consumer credit and slowing consump-

. Monetheless, one could angue
Illnl l|||. strong build up In the reserves was precisely
for such a “ralny day”, The forward-looking policy
bilas mighe create room to lower rtes in eardy 2025

than are oceurring at a tme when employ

REIALL,

donotenjoy the kind nlspulllp]u lhll

thore I U

wamen. Inanotherchapter, Mallk writes

erlcket or

about how she had to fight her mother

Wrestling with patriarchy

BOOK REVIEW
VEENU SANDHU

tekde, but it's not funmy. The

wiestler ks trying to reslat the
pollee feom pushing her into a bus, The
i wnd women i khikd ane there to
detadn the wrestlers and thelr suppor-
ers who have been protesting againse
the Wrestling Feceratbon of Indla and
Its president, Bri] Bhushan Sharan

h, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhd,
el they wre having o tough thme get-
ting Mulik to comply. She |s, afver all,
an Clympdan, in fact, Indla's only
female Olymple medallss In wrestling.
IS not easy to get her to budge or

Snknh! Malik's book beglns with o

loosen her griponce she s In position.
And then someone yells, “Tlckle her”
= i move thit takes the strength out of
her, giving the policewomen the oppor-
tnity to bundle her into the bus,
P\-‘Mn Inclin's charmplon wrestlem

wrestler, Vinesh Phogat,

at that. It Is the story of a glrl whose futher

Infrustrasionafter Jat farm

rugged wport. You' w.-llmullg.w 1o m:h:

mncm\dl.lnm wII:I'H D Dl Transporn mrmlﬁmllﬂ. It g hvizre, amd thist
| Iran I]p]'lﬂ bsn't resarlcted to the mat,
I wwh.r. Intoa el linginu

Nuresh Tikals ook the medals away from
the wresthens just before they wereto
throw them o the river,

Malik's book, Witness, tries toshow

tlon

uggalnat Bri| Bhushan, and Later
throw thalrwell

Fthe things it
milssed umbdnuln. Nashingcameras

muclals intothe Ganges, there were
enoughteleviskon crews around to
capturetheaction live forall the world 1o
see, What they didn'tsee was an
Olymplan jumplngout e the bus she
hadl been ]

thint focu: pets ol
the wrestlars' ||ll:w§-I It 18 not, hewaver, an
account of the wrestlens’ protest alone,
though that forms a large part of the
A why not? The protest and lis
nuu:nmuhun.nnnnMuIIkdlunﬂuqllil
vl wiest ]l

the police through Delhl's lanes, hiding,
widling Invaln at meonstructlon sl
befere belng lec back o thebus, They
lsorclichn’t see what the medals meant to
her, pastleularly the bronze she'd won at
the 2006 Rio Games, which she'd framed
w0 that she couldone day show it to her
childrenand tell themabout the tme
whan thelr mothe rwas something, Nor
dld TV viewers see another champlon

fghtsleft in het,

1 e nme of th book comas from
Terown, Sakshi("witness”), though
this wasn't the name glven to her at
birth. For the Initial fow years of her
1, she was called Sofia, & name her
mother gave her for rensons no one
e to know, The shift from “Sofla”
o "Sakahl”, too, came ahout just like
that whan her brother started calling

conservitive, Teudal soclety In Haryana,
whochose asport dominaed by men
with s akaras anc
dangals, and who went
o to ke a nane for
hemsel{befonean
Incldens that made
national, then
International, news
prompeed her w step
it mat.

This s not,
however, wrah-rah
aecount but a layened
atory, It I8 nlsoMallk's
Atempe Lo see the record seralght with

tralnsitcingon a blanket unlhuﬂnm
outsbde the tollet on the wiytoa
TournAment,
Comingfroma
closed soclery, 1t's
natural towonder
how Mallk reached
whereshe did. wlm

WITNESS
Author; Sakshl

hard to marry the man of her cholce,
‘What alsocomes through ls the rode
of the men, whostood frmby by the
wamen, bothat home and at the protest
slue, As she writes about these men wnd
wamen bn her life, Mallkends up
presentinga pleture of what true
ﬂ.mlnhmh::lwllkrmn andwomen

tosuppart the other.
She abso speaks nbout femininkty,
anc how sha, \!r!lllu wrest Iurklmdy

shines

thern
hu.lnp'dnnlmn and question the
Intentions of certaln figunes, such as the
farmer beacler Navesh Tikait.

i offiers a frong-row view of

il musculir
she grew up around, armst Tt nllu \m:um almost never wear
ithher lothes,
paterial She narrates her uncomfortable
grandmothering encounters with Brl| Bhushan Singh,
Rohtak village whe of how she tried o ward him olf, and
wollel waki upuml!mnam b others to stay focused an wrestling, She writes
weln:law about how the protest came about,

whoworked, liurmmm.-r‘nnupmn hath
whien it camieto hir choosing wrestling

a8 hersport and whan she told her about
bedng molested, stands oul, But then

the lives of sportsy I

women, who e

ngain, unertically
| enthy walthe robe of the
o0 oo 4

and why she chose to finally speak out
after having kept her head down fora
longtime,

It takes courage to stick one's neck
ougand be awitness, Sakshl Madik
doesn'thokd back.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

Discuss ADANI & MORE

Open up the floor of the House: There cannot be
amore fitting way to mark the Constitution I:Lu‘mng?ﬁ

A

EDITORIAL PAGE
question for the Opposition

It needs to ask why ‘democracy in danger’ is not cutting ice
with voters, It has to show what it can do with democracy

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WoRrDLY WISE
RED BEANS AND RICELY YOURS.

— LOUTS ARMSTRONG

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

BOTH IN INDIA and the US the electoral
plank that “Democracy will be indanger” or
the “Constitution is in danger™ has not

HEMN’TFH i an. i pn ‘worked. Ehnmn; are a competition over

jecting the Oppositon’ d: reclibility. Thy are

h Sk Cautam Adani. This alhways a result of lots of factors, from macro

narrative building to micro strategy man-

= Mml;\ﬁammmnm;‘\:::mmMnTMrntm agement. S imes a plausible message

aid “over $250 million in bribes to Indian government officials, to lie to investors and
anhmnzﬂinsefduﬂarxaﬂmnlsnmpm‘ In his| i Prime

has an ineffective messenger. So, reading
mandates can be hard. But anxiety over

Ninister jected by
i ——

al gains.” There are reasons, however, why the this view
nd open Parl 's choors to a participatory di this matter, as indeed on
tmmmhamlmmmllmdmm ;mpm:nlzm

. some i people are

gptive tactics for their polit-

In thi the company and most i
ol ities. Adani y employ 46,000 people with total revenues

1 exress of Rs 3 trillion. Various Adani i .,m.mmu.bnihilgl.p their
lia's physical i

self is not cutting ice with vot-
ers, Even the brief use of the “Constitution
in danger™ discourse in Indiawas about pre-
serving reservation not dﬂlwmcy
racy” s not an electoral slogan, Th
fact bears reflection,

There are many possibilities here. The
first is simply the paradoxical situation
‘where voters are in the mldsmlmimg

hise,

isindanger. \bimmoun-

g to one |nherm:d'm.l1¢uhm Manlcmnpmm-
mwmnmmmm mzipermnm!mmzl:l percent ulmml

fident that whatever our anxieties about
demaocracy,

theebectoral system, though not
prrt«t_ n-ilbr functioning enough when

usiness. The G

Modem democracy relies on
constitutional protections

censorship is that it draws attention to the
‘object being censored. So, experientially, the
world does not come across s a censored
world, as much 1, even

also in part why centrist and Left politics,
which takes social division to be central, is
laii:ghsmﬂmthelhﬂtm‘llmdum—

though forms of social control operate and
some individuals may pay a heavy price.
The rhetoric of checks and balances and
“institutions in dangrr" hasa: similar effect,
The Right partsof
the electorate that these chedks and bal-
ances were not actually protectors of lib-
ertyor people’s interests, Instead, they were
structures devised by old elm wtllwan

The BJF has been master-
ful ar caste coalitions. But unlile the Centre
and Left. it has not let goof the idea that India
s more than acollection of castes or reglons

he kind of politics of distributior
that Congress is playing with the caste cen-
sus, oron race that the Democrats were seen
mplqusl!:nnﬁedasmmlns
SEEN as. the people, dissoly-
ing theirwill into ots of little parts. The Right

the power of the people; old, .

oligarchies or undcmucmx 1 I

is ng away with the identification and

vanguards used them to exercise power
over the people. These checks and balances
and procedures were not protecting

tthey were subverting it. So, in

The agency and identification dimen-
sions are genuine in a democracy. But they
also contain its greatest dangers. It is often
easier to generate asense of united aguqr

democracy,

fact, giving them short shrift i
ing real demacracy,

That this l‘I'lIIqll! is Iullptmhle tells

Madern d

ment oreven national power, but on visible
enemies as targets, Where is that "unity'
manifest? In the Indian case at least, the B)F

has conclud, ‘thal::mmmywllh
the

like

layer needed. None of the dassical T . "

- - i P lackofit ! yrule like individual rights. But indevid 1 rights, But modern d v

st 15 a5 M hw ing are vi the elec- "'“h“dﬂ“"mﬂya‘m a].sopmmss r:prmmmunani agency.
it reflec Adani jisi b his is not the first ime. toral is still Vioters i ion and

the di-

vt the G 1hs

d of such allegations In January 2003, LS short-
rller Hindenburg Research had acoused it of “brazen stock manipulation and accounting
aud scheme over the course of decades”. In fact, those allegations had led the Supreme

are still sophisticated enough to vote

‘Congress for Lok Sabha in Nanded and elect

all BJP MLAs for the Assembly in the same
y. There Isslmply doep an

ourt todirect SEB, the stock market regulator, to investigate the matter, The |
1ent isn't by a short-seller, it's the US Department of justice and US market regulator
pourrities and Bxchange Commission Adani's :qualslnl.ﬂumt!realsuﬁl mqu—

ety over
‘What MMErwmdﬂmms

ofliberal

Rl ¥ ptmednu:;mlurﬂl?ﬂ!isisudmﬂ':
endence and competence of institutions, q ey rarian s in & -
!wlhﬂummmwwﬁmumwwwmmamm racies are mant palpable. Yet these ansictics

Because ade- are blunted. It is very hard for Congress in
ate cannot be, it should not become, stillb o India or the Democratic Party in the US to

rats in elections. And because, in a large and mmmmmmu
Imhmdmnuruhﬂluhpbofhﬁpmﬂnlmﬂmmﬂ!m

position themselves as unalloyed champi-
m'\snfﬁ!!speedﬂ'l!lhghl Ius.vnﬂl some

voters,

ent. itonthe
\ o sit across the aisle and perform that role, Therefore, inalth:ﬂppaumnnﬂ!nde
ejected by the people”, is political stump speech, not a thought for Constitution Day.

THE TRADE SALVO

Trump’s tariff plans could impact global trade. India must be
deftin navigating changing environment
mursmmmnummum Donald Trumg had

i China, and 10-20 per
mmuﬂumkau&mmmﬂtdwhmm
higher tariffs would help fadilitate manufacturing in the US, rebalance

ade with other countries, and improve government finances. The president-elect has
ow gone a step ahead, announcing on a social media platform that after being inaugu-
wed in January, he would impose a 25 per cent tariff on all products from Mesdeo and
anada, and bevy an additional 10 per cent on China. The tariffs are expected to be in place
stensibly until the countries damp down on drugs and illlegal immigration. The three
puntries account for a significant share of goods imports to the LS.

advoc et

thatif there are differences on these consti-
tutive rights, these are at best differences of
degree not kind, Second, there ks what you
might call room for "statistical innocence”
in the forms of social control being applied.
You still do not have mass repression.
Control works effectively through exem-
plary targeting. And the paradoecof modern

agency. The promise of
representation is not the
division of power based on
some pre-existing ethnic or
social deavage. It is, rather,
the ability to produce
identification with a leader
or a party, that strange
alchemy by which a leader
becomes ours or the
government becomes mine.
Democracy is a field in which
this identification is
produced, and those who do
it most successfully are
indeed speaking for the

EJect:rraII dominant
Exﬂ:s i Modi

vision of power based on m:um
ethnicor social deavage. It is, rat! .||:IIE

Hir The con-
dition of aunited sense of agency and iden-
tification is marginalising a particular mi-
nority like Muslims, or at least confining
their power to narrow limits. Or it can re-
mmﬂmtly inventing enemies of the

ity hat are out bvert it. In the LIS,
a pmy that strange aknmsylywhkh a  politics is more cnmpllcnrd. But what s
leader the jpolitics of unity

‘comes mine. Democracy is a field in which
this identification is produced, and those
‘who do it most successfully are indeed
speaking for the people. Electorally domi-
nant leaders like Trumpol Modi produce
this identificat

The second clcmenm agency. Asuccess-
ful people does things together. They come

constantly requires a performance against
sun!targt'l‘l\emlrmn! in India is dan-
ingin UP
m:smdvarrhaldmpdun canbe
mwyellnu Democracy in danger’
when communalism is now the agency di-
mension of democracy. bt will have to be ad-
dressed on its own terms. The question fos

together ina form said to
exercise collective agency as a people,
Socially, the people ane Every society
has all kinds of groups in it. But for the peo-
ple to be able to act to some purpose, they
must have a modicum of unity they must ac-
qunaml‘lhcymhnmdmhm
of their parts. Socalled f

the ition is this: While its critique of

ity, it still needs to offer a conception o

amdwllhﬁswmwmm

s quoante, demn:raqrmw otapnll-

ammﬂmmofw They do

produce lhns identification.

Itis

away w

identit tocutil

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

EAT CLEAN, By ALL MEANS

But claims by celebrities on cures for cancer do more harm than good

RAMESH SARIN

Thei it i 3 i i s, could BREAST CANCER ACCOUNTS for 282 per cent
iy di supply chains, bec of all ca that affect women — lt‘s the
I T et i Infact amcer for them, A
alh K - " the Indian Council of Medical Research, the

ullruwdlﬂmuml Etmlumm lhe policy of raising uﬂmm»m

In 2018 and 2019, cluri

five-year survival rate is 66.4 per cent, com-

pared to 902 per cent In developed countries

like the LIS, largely because of the lack of ac-
. fopdar

p had evied tarifhs ategories The ; sl care. Although the
tank, the Bic nun be:
causeof ' Ademnce-

f them in place, but also announced additional hikes, Protectionist impulses now guide
12 policy choices of many erstwhile advocates of free trade.

Indtia has been excludled from Trump's initial trade sabvo, However, in the past, he has
alkdhm;wwn;wu[um:m I\\tmm may’

wring disa and

ing lives,
| cite these figures because cricketer

India will i political and

mmdh-d.-rmm:haa recovered with al-

itmust

nmmmmmm@mm necessary reforms. it needs o
and take. of the oppor-

nity that Tremg's trade moves may open up.

JusT RAJMA

{allmark of a good dish of beans is comfort and nostalgia — no
wonder rajma ranks among world's 50 best bean dishes

IMAGINE, FOR A secon, that when Jack (of the Beanstalk fame ) tradied in his fam-
ily's cow, the beans he got hmmmmhmu] lind. That, undile in

i sugar
v and having neem and lemon wa-

Since diet has a metabolic
I it may have some

ter.
establishing a direct link, then we would not

effect on cancer cells. But
that’s not a cure, Dietcanbea

lypzﬂﬂmjdunlyhe“dxﬂaalzn.ﬁrrmhﬂs.mmngﬂﬂzmrs
1 their rid, as per a recent
mmﬂﬂwmuldmhawwwﬁmmmmpmhm
rearniness of well-cooked kidney beans, few things ch up to the ple, of dig:
i into a hot dish of rajma-chawal.
Common beans — Ihclmn:mmwhchmjanhﬁqumhrhn;ih‘mﬂ\
ther popular varieties like pinto, cannellin and may have

sible because of i K to dh yin -
the 19th century, experiments, dinical trials, mmhwmmmmw
ol i 1 efficacy et therapies, which have

of outcomes over decades. In 1882, William
Halsted performed the first radical mastec-
!orw to treat breast cancer. The first

s conducted in 1943 and ra-
dnllmﬂr.rwmthz 1900s. Between 2016
and 2000, the total investment in cancer re-
search wasabout $24.5 billion. All this would
mhauhampassihlei.fu!ruiﬁdjdn‘t

Since diet has a metabolic response, it may
M-rmrlh‘tonwwnls.hllwlm
acure. therapy
Eating clean not only enhances well-being in
cancer patients, it helps in convalescence
b= P s r

mended for all patients. Cancer science works

change people’s lives.
Also, centain bare facts require emiphasis,  onacase-by-case basis, A 40 year-old patient
Nubdy can be declared chruu!ly !m oF with metastatic cancer will have different
until they h five  therapy needstl o is T0-year-
to 10-year threshold. old. Therapies cannot be generalised.
&nmmals which are meticulous i not ’

therapies, provil

entific studies, we usually compare two sets
of patients at the same stage of cancer, One

an ethical manner, the results are saved oves
years and decades — not just five months —

nuth America, but u!umﬂnkylﬂhaamnmhmmmdﬂmthey‘whaurnEa
aniry staple around the world. Fr Indi in, Jamaica to Turkey, diffie altures
r infusing ith L irt i

ones iy nd I

and rice.
m mmunuridawdmm‘bmm.lbowmmwrmmlemm;n
omifort. Consider, lnrmmpk the fact that the most
ut of El Bulli, the stors igi
astronomy, was a humble “family meal™
i ishil like rfﬂ!lFernnM’lasaﬂ!Immﬂ'
an through the rest of the Tiste Atkas list and note that almost every h listed.

whict concept of

have seen 50 many women patients, with complementary therapy. group is subjected (o therapies in use while mumd-lu'ﬂnﬂl by researchers and
their age profile becoming younger. In India, Eati K tl\eollmslwpnmnmmddwnples doctors v
wihere there is already scepticism about scl- Zating dean not only that pe d als. There's ak ing
entific f jons of enhances well-being in cancer Lu'nq ol L arch Lattended
society, such by ities do it helps in ul'lmm If successful, I|E|l'lllill! ox- itluﬂmlwnkrmcr in San Antonio,
mare harm than good. N tended o include h abjects in larger was
Fromc i - - R numbers, i i 3
to hormonal and targeted thesapies, the five- Chemotherapy has side A per cent. It is now being how t
¥ ivial rate 3 from 20 effects and intermittent is observed again hefore i Currently
per cent to between 70 and 90 per cent, de- fasting or calorie defic even suggested, wllhmummnud\ o diet study measures up.
P eraling o the type s severiny The marvial ‘-N”“:],:“]mn ill’lh‘lll »
rate of children with blood cancers has gone Cantics Mg - - .l\lutul[arwr;wmmmplqmc:peﬂ- mmuummm
up from 10 per cent to 50 and 90 per cent, de- all patients. Cancer science ; i i st Jospital, New Delhi
: i L - ersmaca_&eby\-usthasiu. Evenif results hold in animal studies, they of- She specinlises in breast cancer
:
NOVEMBER 27,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO
nmvdmmdmmmahpmmruf ment x L
OPPOSITION MEET didates i T
HAVING FALED i minute discussions with the hac Tt = ission
jmumdmﬁunapmy—m—pmyhxis lemu!pwhasmrﬂnenablem ian

LI g
i1
I3

i that it is a culing bach

h

past of simple, shared joys. It turns out there is something magical about all beans.
L ———

alﬂmnﬂumduwlhcpﬂ-wwnfm-

iesas
pmﬁ-.“nel]i]n Mazdoor Kisan Party bead-

Y g

BP.
hold bilateral hlk.iun November 28,

CONGRESS RESHUFFLES
FOLLOWING PRESSURE FROM ur!h:emlll

complete

d for Gujarat, th ders are

muu]mg o pnt:ll up the dlllﬂenm
between warring facthons.

ReporT CORRECT: EC

THE CHIEF ELECTORAL Officer of Madhya

ﬁuuﬂh:uflhepwulmt

CHAVAN'S SEND-OFF

FORMER DEPUTY PRIME Minister Y E
Chavan's body was flown to Bombay from
[hlulgamllmlunmfuu-uzh_m

"I'he Inclian Expiress report about the pee-poll
mmmhmmn

faction keaders, the Congress

P | pap————— . ] -

the " The MPgov-

‘the 71 -year

Congress
mwmpmmubumkam
arara disrrict The Last rites changed in de.

erence tothe wishes of the pm:l’xarad.
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Royalty worries

There shouldn’t be any cap on such payments,
but companies must make proper disclosures

OR MANY YEARS now, concerns have been expressed about the
quantum of royalties pald by companies to thelr parents over-
seas for the use of brands and technology. The amounts being
remitted to them, it has been pointed out, are often dispropor-
tionate to the financial performance of the local businesses. In other
words, the royalty payments are not correlated to the sales and profits of
the subsidiary company. A recent study by the Securities and Exchange
Board of India(Sebi)of 233 listed ¢ s, over the FY 14-FY23 period,
found that in one out of four times, they paid a royal ty that exceeds 200
of their net profits. Moreuw:r, the study listed 185 instances of rovalty
¥ even by loss- les. While this might appear to be
going against the interests of sharcholders of the local company, there's
nodenying that creatinga brand and for developing technology has a cost
attached to it forwhich the parent needs to be compensated fairly.

There canof course be several opinions on'what the royalty rate should
b, In some cases, the payments do appear outsized. For example, the Sebi
study found that there have been more than 100 occasions during this
decade when the rovalty paid was as much as 40-100% of the net prof-
its. If that seems somewhat overdone, there were 74 instances where the
royalty to related parties exceeded 100% of net profits. However, the fact
is that imposing a cap, as has been done before, would amount to undue
interference. Where the government could probably draw the line is with
regard to dividend payouts. The Sebi study revealed that in half the cases,
companies pald royalty, but not dividend, or pald more royalty than the
dividend distributed to the other shareholders. In fact, there were as many
as 315 instances of royalties being paid but no dividend was distributed.
That seems patently unfair to the minority shareholders.

Sebl has done well to point out that disclosures by companies relating
to royalty pay ften sketehy withad lanations for the
amount pald out, The Kotak Committee had recommended that better
disclosures are called for on the value that a com pany gains from the use
ofabrand or technology forwhich il is remum-rallng the parent company
or the pr H. Jan 1s by the regulator shows that com-
panies often place the royalty payment merely as an item in the state-
ment of transactions with related parties, in the annual rcporl,wllh no
details whatsoever, In fact, there have been instances of o

: Opinion

FTHE START of commercial pro-
duction at Ola’s mega-factory in
2021 rewrote the record books for
product development and manu-
facturing execution, and became
the first definingmoment in India's elec-
tric two-wheeler{E2W) revolution, Royal
Enfield's launch of its EV motoreycle in
Milan earlier this month might well be
considered the second. Both underlined
the ability of India's E2W industry to
stand tall among its global peers.
Reflecting this stature, the E2W indus-
A st

Sales numbers are up 32% in the three
quarters of CY24, and every quarter
among thelast 12 —with twoexceptions,
Q2 inCY23 and (3 in CY 24 — havebeen
roughly on a parwith orwell ahead of the
previousquarter,

In keeping with the Diwali spirit,
monthly sales numbers for October were
quite a cracker too, vaulting 89% on a

ear-on-year basis - from 75,164 to

39,031 units — and EV penctration for
all 2% has crossed 6,5%. This, despitethe
fiact that most of the v 1came
from scooters, with motorcycles yet to
truly join the party.Ola, at almost 42,000
units, comtinued on topof the totem pole,
with TVS and Bajaj remaining strong per-
formers at the next two positions, The
semblance of consolidation in the indus-
try is also expected to become mare pro-
nounced as the early starters continue
their stide to irrelevan ce.

The necessary conditions for a virtu-

approaching shareholders for their approval without even specifying a
period forwhich the payments are to be made.

Having taken such blanket approvals for indefinite periods, share-
holders are not approached for recurring transactions unless the ratesare
revised upwards.Also,companies get around the current regulation which
demandsshareholder approval for royalty required if payment toa related
partyexceeds the threshold of 5% of consolidated turnover by spreading
the amount across several related parties. In other words, they get away
with paying atotal amount in excess of 5%. Such malpractices are unde-
sirableand the government must ask for better disclosure standards from
these companies who often take a moral high ground on corporate gov-
ernance in public forums, The best way, however, for minority share-
holders to deal with such companies would be to vote with one’s feet.

The Magnificent 7 are
starting to look average

GROWTH PROSPECTS FOR the group of companies dubbed the Magnificent 7
are still above average, but they're no longer mignlﬂ.cml Consensus Wall Street
farecasts suggest that,i fon companies will
perform just awhiskerbetter than the"S& P493% nuxly!ar.and yet investors con-
tinue to pay a premium to own them, That alone suggests it may be time to dial
back theirweightings in portfolios.

Consider that the group’s net income growth is expected to ping pong around
20% from here on out, according to projections mmpl]nd by Bfmmborg intelli-
Jgence, The ather of the &P 500 Ind: hclimb
toward 16%: by the end of next year. The issue is that tM Ma;; ?gmuping trades
atamaedian ofabout ward earnings, while the other
large-cap stocks in the S& 1 500 Index trade at a median of 19.5 times, How lang
should we expect investors to overpay for increasingly similar performance?

To alarge degree, the next two years will depend on what happens with artifi-
clal intelligence and whether the hype around its potential to disrupt the way we
:Iobusinnuin sustained. Nvidia has become the world's most exciting stock by

blal pic ls for the early days of the Al hoom. Apple,
M.I.cmmﬁ Amaxcm comm, Meta Matforms, and Alphabet have all gotten in on the
ndl:umentb}'lnwnl:im heavilyin bringing the technology toc on-

OLIAE growthare clearly
in place. Industry efforts at localisation
and the consequent reconfiguring of
product efferings, combined with the
Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of

and Electrie Vieshicles and praduc-
tlon-linked incentive benefits, have cre-
ated a wider range of price points. The
E2W revoluthon bs nowwithin the grasp of
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® 75YEARS OF CONSTITUTION

President Droupadi Murmu

Our Constitution is a living and progressive
document..We have achieved many ambitious
goals related to social justice and inclusive
. development through the Constitution. With a new
m;uprmch, wie are earning for India a new identity

® POWER PROBLEM
AS GOVT MULLS INFRA INCENTIVES, IT HAS TO EXAMINE RISKS FROM VOLTAGE TRANSIENTS & SURGES

Charging the EV revolution

BYR SUBBU

o industry vateran and member of the
Board of KMT Technalogies

stampofacceptanc range of
consumers, And, bed by the market reach
ofthelegacy players, mainstream EVtech-

andwith what severity
High-voltage transients could create
“pin-hobe” fallures in insulation in inte-

tially end up taking risks they never bar-
gained for? And those could be anything:
lights malfunctioning, vehicles refusing
to start, losing power suddenly, or worse,
stopping in the middle of the road.
Recently, auto journalist/blogger
Vieerosh Malik wrote to me: "On a recent
trip to Mysuri..., we had a small misad-
wenture thanks tosome defectwith fata...
fast charging station. The EV went into
wehicle protection mode, limited perfor-
manoe, maximum 50 kmph ete,showing

malogy pr are now ratedel B 4

ble all aver the rural hinterland too, W‘ﬂ.h the chance of total failure later on. High- Even ane of these possibilities can
the introduction of motar- energy cang | cause ble levels of consumer
cyclos, the List quarteraf CY25 could wall | thon failure and arcing, laman-

witness annualised volumes crossing 5
million, An organised retrofit industry
could than provide the perfect inflaxion
jpoint,and rural India’s entire 2W market
— powered by free farm

both of which could lead to a fire. Surges
§enulal|)' cause eyuipment fallure more
lfunction-

ing components like mosfets, and conse-
quential system fallure —

alectricity — could then
become the battering ram
that pushes change.

But challengas remain,
Thefirst undoubtedly arises
from the charging infra-
atructure, Despite all the
work done, it leaves a lot to
b desired, bothin quantita-

emerges on 'clean’
power availability
at charging points,
perhaps they ought  system lock-up, memary
to rlcommlnd

ufacturers.Original equipment manufac-
turers will have to try correlate the
ohserved failure patterns on consumers”
wehiches with their charging habits/pref-
erences and locations. And till a clear pic-

arny

to electronic motor con-

ges on the "elean” power avall-
ability at charging points, perhaps they
ought to recommend home charging to

trollers, Translents are also
known y cause
aignl.nl:im software mal-

functions ranging from

corruption to even erra-

thaire Closar prosimity experi-
ences could worsen transbent surge con-
ditions because the higher power han-
lingg that typically goes alongwith closer
proximity to the grid appears to afford

Andall

thve and terms, home ging to this can happen irrespec-
Letmefocusonthequalita-  their consumars — tive of the best quality
tiveaspect, —— |TOCC3508 At the compo-

Amnything that relies on nent manufacturing level,

of ebectricity
from voltage transients and surges. Tran-
slents are of a very short duration with
higher peak amplitude, and are congid-

eredr ght-
nilngstrikesand step changesingrid load-
ing. Surges are generally of a longer
duration, with lower pealk voltage and for
current amplitude and likely the result of
the same phenomena occurring much
farther away. Both phenomena, particu-
larly the latter—because of step changes

awider, more price-sensitive
segment. The committed entry of the
has given EV a

legacy p

ingrid koading OGN Gecur-
rences in India. However “clean” the grid

at g bevel,orinthe vehi-
cleassemnbly process.
The internationally accepted regula-

d surges
As the government con berm plates new
incentives for charging infrastructure
players, it has to examine this. Perhaps
Infra players could be mandated todesign
hyhrid InaullallunaIrutinulaluinatalli-
tions using in-line storage systems. Pe
haps the government and the EVindus-
b an

thons for surge and transient
IEC 61000-4-5, are a part of those man-
dated forcharging infrastructurein India,
Cun1p1|an|:mughttﬂ.t}mmtl:all)‘.¢naum

durabilityand rellabilit

try could

real-time physical quality assurance
capability to check installations at ran-
dom and provide a health certificate? At
theri lst, It Is techini-

erof autlets across [ndia areoften out of
service. How often are they checked for
conformance, by who, and how Is the

cally possible to Infect charging installa-
tions with malware that could then find
Itswayto all uservehicles or, worse, crash
the nation’s p grid. The potential to

are some obvious questions, Could E2W

push targeted malwam. through dedi-

omnsL ‘harging infrastructure,

i, suich hazards wil bt how oft

whether regularly or poten-

cated or
Lsaamalasl.tladia.lu‘.\lka].

A statutory scaffolding for space pursuits

The proposed Space Activities Bill will play a key role

DHRUYA KUMAR SINGH

Chief cortraller of accounts, ministry of law and justice,
Suprame Court af India, and ministey of corparate afais

in providing regulatory clarity to India’s growing
private sector and creating a robust ecosystem

IMDIA IS FRAMIMNG a national kaw to pro-
vide a comprehensive framwnlk for its
0

oountry's space activities have primarily
been guicled by a general set of principbes
outlined by the United Nations (LUIN). The
most significant of these is the Outer
Space Treaty, adopted by the Committes
onthe Peaceful Usesof Outer Space (COP-
VOS) which was established by the UN
General Assembly in 1958. The core prin-
cliples of the treaty are the peaceful use of
ouuter space, use of space for the common
benefit of humanity, and prohibition of
ignty tospace.

Thecommittee developed fourtreaties

sumers, in many cases sending their capital expendi-
tures directly into Nvidla's coffers. The companies have
allbec dependent an

to the treaty: the Rescue
Agreement {1 968), the Liability Conven-
tion | I??.l] | the Rﬂglatmtl.cm Convention

the Moon Agreement. Major spacefaring
natboms,such asthe US, Russia,and China,
havenot signed or ratified this agreement

ties. Today, space borati
just a matter of national pride; it has
evolved into a thh]y cummen:l.al and

— primarily salt
mercial use of space resources, and
emphasises space asa shared resource for
allof humanity.

Natlonal space laws reveal a similar
pattern, According to the UN Office for
Outer Space Affairs, 44 nations have
adopted national space laws to incorpo-
rate international principles into their
domestic legal frameworks These nations.

(1984).

address

valualinna:hl.ngeon the idea that the merry -gi i
M did out Tesla later.)

Somu people say it might be slowing down ilma.dy
While generative Al models continue to dazzle, they're
also plagued by mistakes and imperfections, and the
marginal improvenent for additional dollars and data
isn't quite what it used to be, Conceivably, Al may fol-

activithes: procedures for the rescue and
safe return of astronauts and space
objects, guidelines to determine Hability
for damage caused by space objects {on
Earth or in space), and establishing a reg-

Istry for spa

jects with pi

the UN.

low the path of the internet and other
described inthe Gartner hypecycle: Early successes and
big dreams give way to a subsequent period of disillu-
slonment and even some busl ness failures before a
more inahl an take hold.
In the dot-com bubble, for InatancE. Amazon.com
emerged trilumphant from the ashes of so many other e-commerce companies,

Highexpectations Alidewi threatsto the tecl
nications behemoths. Mphabn shares tumbled last week after the Department
of Justice revealed it would try to make the company sell its Chrome browser Apple,
which has faced its own antitrust scruting, is also contending with chal IengInF
iPhone sales in China and the threat that President -elect Donald Trump will
launch a new trade war that could hobble its supply chain,

Teala, [will acknmrdudnu.la atrade unto itself that isn't directly related to its
M.ag 7 pner.s_ Lalely. it" a bc.-m trading not onextraordinary earnings growth but on

tyetexistin and chief tive offi-

cer Elon Musk's muyru]atlunshlpwlth Trump (which may just halp him claar reg-
ulatory hurdles to Tesla's autonomous driving ambitions). At 108 times forward
earnings, Tesla is both the riskiest investrnent in the Mag 7 basket and possibly
the DnFylmE diversifier. No doubt, these companles all offer a lot to be excited
about, tea,and many investors will conclude that the upside-surprise potential is
too great te miss out on completely,

Bloamberg

The Moon Agreement, formally
known as the Agreement Governing the
Activithes of States on the Moonand Other
Colostial Bodios, sots a framawaork for the
explaration and utilisation of the moon
and other celestial bodies. Similar to the
Outer Space Treaty, it emphasises that
outer space and celestial bodies are the
“common heritage of mankind®, While
113 countries have ratified the Outer
Space Treaty,anky 19 nations have ratified

ofit-dri
EUS based company Spal:n)t known for
ambitiows projects like Starship and the
Starlink satellite internet service, which
haold immense revenue potential, Addi-
tionally, numerous start-ups are trans-
forming the nlobal apace industry with

throught specific funds for
thesector, the iIntroduction of public-pri-
vate partnership models for space pro-
frﬂmmen [such as collaborations on
unchvehiches), and the setting upof the
Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre(IN-SPACe) asingle-
window nodal agency to regulate private
soctor participation, Besides, Space Tech-
nology Incubation Centres have been sat

Ir toris pro-
jected to expand ata compound annual
growth rate of approximately 1004 over

upto pror

The Indian Space Policy 2023 outlines
the roles of non-governmental entities
(NGEs), IN-5PACe, the Indian Space
Research O and the depart-

ment of space, with the goal of creating a
framework to enhance NGE participation,
providing a level playing field, and estab-

lishing an institutional structure for a
thrl\dng ecosysten. It also emphasises

Include major powers such the next decace,
as the US, Germany, France, r as
and the UK, as well as those Space lﬂpbﬂ‘hm a major space power. But
‘with emerging space activi- is no longer just until now, its space pro-
thes, like Kenya, Nigeria, and about national gramme has been mainly
Peru, Typically, these laws focused  on
offer; ik pride, but 'I'e_ indigenous :apibdlﬁln;:
to govern both governmen- about commercial technology
tal and commaercial space and pmﬂt-driwn for development — in com-
operations. industry munications, weather fore-
However, there are —— casting, and resource man-

instances where natlonal
space laws appear to contradict the core
principles of the Outer Space Treaty, par-
thcularly its emphasis on the peaceful use
of space, prohibition of national sover-
elgnty in space,and non-commercialisa-
thon of resources, For example, in 2019,
France enacted alaw establishing a space
command focused on developing space
defence capabilities. Similarly, the US
the Commaercial Space Act which
ncludes provisions for restricting access

ifumenl — and utilising

and the goal of human
pmm.-nre In space, in collaboration with
domestic and international stakeholders.

Given theanticipated increase in NGE
participation, there is a clear need fora

p 1init
telemedicine and tele-education while
maintaining the cost-effectiveness and

statutory to regulate space
activities. This should address licensing
and autl\orlullon fulfil insurance

auuludululj‘uflllln:k Tha protect intellectual prop-
comimerc] i mymm ine unautho-
ot b rised activities,and 1 o oper-

the UN COPUOS have so far been |Irgl.'|5-'
sufficient to meet the needs of India's
Hpace programme,

However, in recent years, the Indlan
gu\'cmmml has shifted focus toward

spa
ations  align  with  national  and
International intesests,

The proposed Billwill playa crucial role
in prwidln% regulatory clarity to India's
gmlng private sector and creating a

to space resources and ing patents
related to the resources.
This shift reflects the changing reali-

THE EDITOR

Preserving principles

definition, secularism is "equal respect
for all religions®, Secudarism, a basic
i fthe Constitution, is the

‘W agrae w dly with the
Supreme Cowrt's ruling in favour of the
words "secular” and “socialist"

Indeed, 2024 itself has panned out farbetter than ar 12
monthsagu But itwould also belogical for investors to take some profits in those
:nmpanim,much asWarren Euffelt the investor known as the"Oracle of Omaha”,

with nearly
one-third of lhE&&P 500 by weighting — and by extension a bloated portion of
many ans" reti savings. That feels like a bit too much of your future
to trust toa group of eichly priced companies all leveraged to the same narrative,

behak of

g in the Preamble of the
Constitution. The apex court has
found no reascn why these words
should be expunged from the
Preamble that is part of the
Constitution and settled it with a
certain finality. In the top court's

Express (P) Ltd

Regd. No: DL-21068,/05-05, BLM.L No.26750/74. Printed i AC. Malh

talisman that keeps our plural society
united. The country must stay secular
and guard itself against forces out to
hasten its retreat from secularism.
India must have space for pecpke of all
faiths and do without discrimination
and differential treatment on the basis
ofreligion. India's continued existence
a6 a secular, socialist republic is in the

national space ¢
panlcu]arT by fostering the growth of
space start-ups. This has been achleved

interest of the mass of
Indian humanity.
G David Mitton, Maruth

robust forspace activities.

Views ave pevsanal

developing nations already struggling
to emerge from the economic
ta angoing wars

COP 29: Aflop shuw

Apropes of "Climate injustice” (FE,
Movember 28], COP2Y held at Baku
was disappainting, to say the least. It
would be an understatament to say
that it has delivered a deadly blow to
international efforts to restrict global
warming and put axtra pressure an

in ‘West Asia and Eurape. With
developed nations shying away

fram their responsibilities of helping
developing nations to fight climate
change, the outhack for global climate
mitigation is disrmal and dark.

—Bal Govind, Maida
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IDEAS PAGE

It’s on We, the People

Constitution's pluralist, progressive, and peaceful idea of India is imperilled, as are institutions
entrusted to safeguard it. But there is hope in the battles waged by democracy-loving citzens

o A
SHASHI THAROOR

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS ago, the modemn “idea
of India” — a phrase first articulated by the
mystical Rabindranath Tagore — became a
robustly secular and constitutional construct,
t]lanks to the vision and intellect of our

i s, notably i | ical ar-
drrl 1B R Ambediar, Jawaharlal Neha and
Sardar Patel. We celebrate their accomplish-
ment as Constitution Day, marking the an-
niversary when the draft of the Constitution

y the
Novernber 26, 1948,

The Preamble to the Constitution itself is
the most eloquent enumeration of this vi-
sion's foremost aspira!.‘iuns. Inits dm:riptiun

oft A

of' jan Republic, i

tice, liberty, equality, and rl'i[l:‘l'nlt)‘ it re-
soundingly proclaims that the Constitution
will bath embaody and be the bedrock of the
“iclea of Inchia”,

The rode of constitutionalism in shaping
the “idea of India” is the dominant strand in
the broader story of the evolution and mod-
ernisation of Indian society, especially over
the last two centuries. Every society has an
inter-dependent relation with the legal sys-
tems that govern it, which is both complex
and, especially in our tumu ltuous times, end-
Imlyand mk:rnusly mnn:m:d

i it today are
m:'nds thchullu\m:g out uFuurdcmncralx

rary majorities — because in a democracy, a

Tajority
ments sometimes forget that — from com-
pletely undoing what the Constitution has
provided. The founders of the Indian repub-
lic worried alnut democracy becoming an

i r]cl:" ly affair, andul'a pupular man-

of our news ianism.Inthe

he judiciary i the Pri isterand

the legal fraternity, and the hlmntcummu- Hum: Minister ul'thc:llrnc Nehiru and Patel,

lisati Four palitics Iurr .!\Ilur went i Frnuwnpuwcr
these our e —-a hi sirmply uni

makers' worst fears. s Amibedlear putit — mdasrnanyul'usm

v the past decade, the Constitution and thl:'Oppomn hmhmhncn sa_wng—thr

the values it embaodies — especially those of
libwerty, eouality, and fraterity, all woven to-
pether by secular pluralism — have been
threatened. lts most seminal contribution to
the “idea of Inclia”, that of the primacy of lib-
erty and autonomy, and of the individual cit-
izen being the true custodian of her Republic,
has been brutalised. Dissent in particular has
been villainised as anti-national, with dissi-
dents charged undl:r draconian anti-terror-

Irgnli‘run:ntrr]ybacauscl happcnsm}uw:
amajority”. After all, our quest for freedom
wiis nok merely a struggle for freedom from
colonial subjugation. It embraced “constitu-
tional morality™, a commitiment o constitu-
tional means, processes and structunes, along-
sideacommitment to free speech, scruting of
public action and legal limitations on the ex-
mscdpum Dnly:FiII citizens embraced

s laws, the processir

ishment. This ensures that an undertrial
languishesendlessly in prison before — as has
occurmed in 97 per cent of the cases filed un-
der the Unlawf'\’fl Activities { Prevention ) Act
{LAPA) — being acquitted for lack of evidenee.
‘While we lost both Father Stan Swamy (anin-
firm, B it priest] ‘rofessor G

ish in India.
Ambedkarwarned that it is entirely pos-
slblclnpl:mrtthrfunstlunm without
changing it — by merely changing the form
and functioning of the administration to
make it antithetical to the spirit of the
Cunslltut:un .’\mhcdkar argued lhal

yrar-
N Saibabial awheelchair userwith over 00 per

tlmmr.]t hasm hcmlr.lvamd Dﬂmcry:ym

cent disablity), whase in a blot
on our collective conscience, to the UAPA,
young Umar Khalid hasspent more than four
years in jail thanks to this draconian law.
Ambedkar saw the principles of liberal
constitutionalism — the centrality and secu-
larity ofthe state, personal iberty and the right
to constitutional remedies, non-communal
palitical representation — as cures for the co-
nundrums thrown up by imposing a liberal
Constitution upen an illiberal society.
Constitutions are, first and foremost, as
Ambedkar explicitly stressed, tools to limit

povever, The

——— poverwith
a popular mandate, thas preventing tempo-

MADAN SABNAVIS

by a ing an an Indian soil
which is rsn:rmally undemocratic.” He in-
sisted that the Directive Principles of State
Policy were necessary becawse although the
rules of democracy mandate that the people
must clect their representatives, who wield
power, chh'mclplcsltal'ﬁnntm whoever
hat he

liboes with it

Today, our Constitution's pluralist, pro-
pressive, and peaceful idea of India faces nu-
merous perils, as do the institutions and
rusted with ling it
and fending against authoritarian impulses
and brute majoritarianism. Over the past
decade, concerted efforts have been made to

A revival

Owver the past five years,
democracy- and liberty-loving
citizens of India have risen to
reclaim our Republic.
Rescuing the Constitution of
Indlia from the highbrow
preserves of courtrooms, legal
chambers, and law schools,
they have mobilised it and
sent it into battle, In the
biting cold of December 2019
and early 2020, lakhs of
Indians across the country —
from youngsters and
students to the old yet
indomitable women of
Shaheen Bagh — poured into
the strects in protest against
the appalling Citizenship
Amendment Act and
MNational Register of Citizens,
which gave legal colour to the
ewornation theory, On those
freezing nights wrapped in
fog, countless Indians of all
faiths and castes, speaking
numerous languages, Iml:{
aloft portraits of Ambedkar,
Gandhi, and Nehru and
chanted the Preamble in
unison — as one people.

CR Sasikumaar

F\arlliu
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Owr prime minister (KPP Sharma Oli

) and his party seem incapable of taking

criticism and if someone raises a question, they will try to shout down the

qucstioner.”

= THE KATHMANDU POST

An article
of faith

The Constitution should not be a subject of
politics. Rather, protecting its principles
should be the inspiration for politicians

BHUPENDER YADAV

ON NOVEMBER 26, 2024, India marked
75 yearsof adopting its Constitution and
resolving to be led by the principles Laid
down therein. [tis an occasion to remem-
ber why we, as a nation, chose to be led
by a constitution. A constitution estab-

lishes the rights and responsibilities of

citizens, the structure of the government,
and the relationship between the gov-
ernment and the people, [Eoffers astruc-
ture within which all actors must act to-
wards the common goal of building a
socicty based on the principles of social,
economic and political justice and equal-
ity before law.

Even though the Constitution is often
defined as a legal document, it has assurmed
alife of its own, acting as the soul of the
Republic. As aresult, this “legal document™
s not merely a book that lists a citizen’s
rights. It isalsoan invocation to the citizen
o fulfill her fundamental duties towards
For uslnlndlﬂ.thrfunstltmlun

- oy bnard
and rubber stamp for the mllng party's

agenda. The Supreme Court has seemed to
slaclocn as well, losing the progressive zeal

Right to Privacy and decriminalising home-
sexuality; it has done little to hold an over-
weening executive to account and protect
personal liberties, let alone advance them,
M to this the weaponisation of investiga-
tlvcagmcm(sml\asthrED,CEIald Inl:nml:
ax Dy nent)

a.m:l dissidents, and the battering i into sub-
mission of the Election Commission, and we
hawe acrippling environment of fear that un-
dermines the rule of the Constitution.

But thereis no reason to lose hope. Over
the past five years, democracy- and liberty-
lowing citizens of India have isen to reclaim
our Rrpuhlic Rrsruing the Constitution of
rooms, legal rhambcrs, and law schools,
they have maobilised it and sent it into battle,
In the biting cold of December 2019 and
carly 2020, lakhs of Indians across the coun-
try — from youngsters and students to the

old yet indomitable women of Shaheen
Bagh — poured into the streets in protest
against the appalling Citizenship

Amendment Act and Nallmal Ergstl:r af

42nd Amendment provided for curtail-
ment of fundamental rights.

In 1976, Justice H R Khanma was made
to pay the price for choosing to oppose the
suspension of civil liberties. As a five-
Judge constitution bench heard the ADM
Jabalpurvs Shivkanit Shukla case and ruled
that the right to personal liberty can be
suspended in the interest of the state,
Justice Khanna wrote, “The Constitution
and the laws of India do not permit life
and liberty to be at the mercy of the ab-
solute power of the Executive_. What is at
stake is the rule of Law,"

The gevernment of the day extracted
its “revenge” on Justice Khanna by super-
seding him and appointing his junior col-
league at the Supreme Court as the Chief
Justice of India in 1977, Justice Khanna re-
signed soon after. On Constitution Day, we
need to remember him for standing up o
defend adocument Indians revere.

India’s Constitution is not just a pro-
gressive policy/administrative document,
bur a]su one that sets our ubJ:ttwrs_W'.lly

Jop? Whiat
tlu: purpose ul'thc executive's actions?
What should the objectives of the judi-
ciary's decisions be? As per the principles
enshrined in the Constitution, justice, so-
cial, economic, and political, as well as lib-
erty of thought, expression, belief, faith,
and worship for the people of India. And
s, while the Constitution on theone hand

is a commitment not the free-
dom that came at a tragically high cost by
constantly striving to build a just, equitabile
and prosperous society.

For a "hook” that is an artiche of faith

for the democratically-spirited people of

Indlia to be reduced to a plaything of pol-
itics is not just unfortunate but an outright
anti-constitutional act. After all, it is not
just India's leaders who participated in
drafting the Constitution, Over 53,000 cit-
izens sat in the visitors' gallery of the
Constituent .’\sscmb]y over nearly thn:w.'

protects g d their practices, it en-
sures individual liberties are firmly
guarded too,

The sutc Buarantees protection to
groups to practise their faith and ways of
life but also ensures those within the
group whao live differently are free to do
50, The Constitution is literally for “one
andall”,

s B R Ambedkar said, the Constitution
isnot amere " document, itis ave-
hicleof lifie and its spirit is always the spirit
of the age. Thcagrlharwrllvclnmihes:l

years and watched the
ing the drafting of the Constitution.
Even as Congress reportedly waves
ank copies of the Constitution to the
people of the country, over the years
when the party was in power, it intro-
duced over B0 amendments. While it is
true that all governments have to amend
I]ll: Constitution in accordance with Ihc:
| hanging time
s and aspirations of people, Congress is
responsible for trying to tinker with the
basic structure of the document, restruc-
turing even the Preamble. It is Congress
that suspended the Constitution during
the dark days of Emergency. The then
Cungn:ss gmﬂ:rnmcnl led by the late

Citizens,
nation Iheory On those freezing nights
wrapped in fog, countless Indians of all faiths
and castes, speaking numerous languages,
held aloft portraits of Ambedkar, Gandhi,
and Mehruand chanted the Preamble inuni-
s0n — as one people. As the electrifying cry
of "We, the Peaple of India ..." ripped
through the darkness, the “idea of India”
roared back to life, revitalising our Republic
and promising to awaken us into that
“Heaven of Freedom” Tagone wrote so in-
spiringly about.

The Constitution will prevail as long asits
spirit survives in the ordinary citizens of India,

i the Preamble. The

even more. to be reminded of
the core values of the Constitution, and
that is why in 2015, the Narendra Modi-
led government decided to cclcbmn:
26 and honour the
of those who made it possible for India o
have her own Constitution. It is a day o
reaffirm our faith and allegiance to the
core values of the document — an article
of faith for us,

On Constitution Day, it is important to
resolve that the Constitution should not
be a subject of politics. If anything, pro-
tecting constitutional principles should
be an inspiration for politics,

The writer is Unian Cabinet Minister for
Envirorement, Forest & Climate Change

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MISREADING WOMEN
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘How not

THIS REFERS TO the article, The con-
sensus document' (1E, Novernber 26).
It is remarkable to see the Indian
o :

waorman vote'{ [E,
26). 1tis true that BIP-Mahayuti attrib-
uted the stunning victory in
Maharashtm to the woman vote

The writeris Ct MPfor Iy countof the c
Thinvanan thapuram, Lok Sabha scheme under Ladki Bahin Yojana.
Focusing on this ¢ andhow it the G

on the cards

Growth s likely to pick up and food inflation will moderate by year-end

EVEN AS INDIA'S economy continues to
grow at a healthy pace — an above 7 per
cent score is on the cards — of late, there has
been some debate on the underlying mo-
mentum, This is on account of the report
cards of same companies in the consumer
goods space. Their performance is being
said to reflect "urban stress™ Even if that is
taken into account, several economic indi-
cators appear positive, The GDP data will be
released later this week.

The purchasing managers index for both
services and manufacturing has been in the
region of 57-60 for the last three months,
Any number above 50 is positive, and the
average so far this year is above G0 for the
composite index — the highest in the last
five years. Alongside, GST collections in the
first seven months of the year have topped
at Rs 12.74 lakh crore. This is higher than
last year's tally of Rs 1164 lakh crore. Two-
wheeler sales have risen by 16 per cent for
thee first seven months of the year. Passenger
car sales had slowed down in September
over August but rose by 9 per cent in
October when the festival season began.

The lament of same companies on sub-
dued ion could be attril to

from buying consumer goods as part of
their practice of abstention. This manifested
in low sales of automobiles in particular
leading to a build-up of imventories, This,
however, changed in October with this seg-
ment showing an upward move ment.

S0 while second-quarter growth would
be less thm?prrmatamundﬁﬂ-&g per

supplies of pulses, a major pain point in the
past. Theretore, food inflation should mod-
erate by the end of this calendar year with
the base effect also kicking in December.
‘Whileone has to be mindful of the course of
inflation, given the Odnlx:r surwlsc amod-
eration should help

have gonein for fresh investment. However,
when it comes to consumer goods indus-
tries, it does appear that the existing capac-
ity is not being used, which has come inthe
way of new investments.

Wllh the bwi main engines of consump-
i lnoking positive, there is

momentum has

that i will re-

Thisyear, the i

have 7 per cent this year — the Bank of

cent, there s lilely kup
inthe second halfof the year. A critical factor
isthe rural economy. Rural demand has been
muted in the last couple of years due toa
combination of lower Farm output and
higher inflation. A [ poould ad-

b s show,
The general clection caused a slowdown in
the central government’s capex. States oo
were affected. While private investment
tends to align with government capex,

dress the first part of the pmhlcm The area
under cultivation this year is much higher
compared to last year, pointing to good har-
vests for cereals, pulses and oilseeds. The
reservoir levels are at around 87 per cent, au-
guring well for both the rabi crop as well as
allied activities, Therefore, farm output
growth this year should be at a mbust 3.5-4
per cent, and this could support demand,
Inflation, however, remains a worrying
pmpnsiliun At 6.2 per cent, it is being
ign here

F funding, narmely, bank credit, debt
issuances as well as ECBs, point to a "K"
shaped pattern in investment activity.

The demand for funds has come from
sectors related o infrastructure activity, in-
cluding metals, cement, machine ry, chem-
icals and power, The housing sector has
been doing well at the premium and mid-
dle bevels and the momentum has spread
to tier-2 and tier-3 cities, Pawer sector in-
vestment is revolving around renewables,
which have seen large capacity increases, A
backoward link has been witnessed between

:sl:lutlhl.' next cropofonions

the “shradh” period when believers desist
s EEEEER  EEE

be arriving by December, The kharif
harvest should lead to an improvement in

capex on roads and railways as
well as urban development and industries
such as steel, cement and machinery which

Barda’s forecast is 7.3-7.4 per cent. This,
however, should not bead to complacency
gnmlhalgomhlanycawsaz pL'l(EI'II

5o far, the RBI has mai

acting as a af
fundamental rights and the rule of
law and Federalism. Right afeer
Independence, developed nations be-
lieved that the newly born-Incia
would fumble in no time, But it was
. the hard work of its

benefited the electoral dividends ob-
fuscate the need for substantive socio-
eoonomic transformation, The writer's
interaction with women reveals that
they are aware that the distribution of
largesse comes with a price. What is
observed is that people gain a critical
grasp of their social reality, which en-
lightens them to analyse the underly-
ing reasons for oppression. It is disap-
pointing to see both the political
alliances let down women by simply
seeing them as labharthis,

LR Murmu, Defli

A VISION, ERODED

THIS REFERS TO the article, “The con-
SETELS ducuml:nl []E Nuw:mhl:rlli]_
As Incl

writers and the people in the three
branches of the government that ush-
ered progress into the count ry. What
makes the Constitution such a unique
document is its ability to maintain
balance and to cater to the aspirations
of society. It is time to upheld its val-
ues and to reiterate the importance of
the Constitution.

Rishidev M, Dindigid

DANGEROUS TREND

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The 40-
day cure' (1E, November 26 ). Mavjot
Singh Sidhu, the former cricketer
turned politician, should have exer-

cised greaver caution before claiming
that his ailing wife's cancer was cured
hrouzh di

nl'lhc Cmsnmtlml. one finds that the
wision of the Constituent Assembly of-
fers many lessons for the present
Parliament. The Constituent Assemibly
embodied demaocratic engagement,
with pluralistic debates in which di-

forecast at 7.2 per cent. This has given it
comfort for continuing with its anti-infla-
tion policy stance. The inflation rate virtu-
ally rules oat any rate cut in the December
policy. While a decision on the rate cut
could come in February, depending on how
the inflation number turns, global factors
cannot be ignored. The victory of Donald
Trump does suggest some action on immi-
gration, import tariffs and corporate taxes,
all of which can be inflationary.

The MPC is likely to factor this in
its deliberations.

The writer is Chief Economist, Bank of
Barodo. Views are personal

R | pp— T T @ -_—

verse views were given due respect. The
declining sittings in Parliament and
rushed kegislative processes today at-
tract introspection. The ability of the
Asermbly g ot
and build a consensus-driven docu-
ment underscores the need for inspired
leacership and mutual respect. This his-
toric marker challenges modern law-
makers to personify the ethos of the
Assermnbly. Parliament should encour-
ape dialogue over discord and reimag-
ine governance toward real challenges.
Pranav Shukla, [wipur

g ¥
like these, especially from celebrities,
carry significant influence, often en-
couraging others to Follow similar
paths with potentially grave repercus-
sions. In a country like India, where
health literacy varies widely, such
claims can casily mislead vulnerable
individuals, deterring them from
seeking proper medical care, It is es-
sential for public figures to recognise
the weight of their words and priori-
tise responsible communication, par-
ticularly when addressing critical
health issues, While it is true that a
healthy diet can support recovery,
serious illnesses must be treated in
accordance  with  established
medical guidelines. Misinformation
«can have fatal consequences.

Viljai Pant, Hempur
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Take tax action for Viksit Bharat
in the Union budget for 2025-26

The government could take major steps towards its worthy goal of a tax regime thats simple, predictable and competitive

L/

CHANDRAJIT BANER|EE

ts directar general, Confederation of Indlan

Inchusstry (CI1).
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Trump's US mustn’t repeat its
profiling of Chinese scientists

Espionage suspicions conld lead the US to lose ity war for talent

CATHERINE THORBECKE
|s & Bioomberg Opinlon columnist covering
Aslatech

omald Trumgp's return to the White:
Howse isstoking fears that he could
reinstate o failed scheme launched
during his first term that aimed to crack
devwwvn on Chinese espions Inm-m]mlup
becoming more of a witc

Any ethnic group fesling persecuted could
ruin America's success formula  srockears

enitually driving him to returm to China,
atherofthe Chinese mis

inthe tech rac
The Chin
wis an extens)

nched in 2008,
seurity effort

sile programme mlm‘rNawMﬂi'lar\'
an Kimball called i '11n-\l|rplc thing
|I||I.c'4:un||1'{~10rﬂui Mare re by, thi
b I1H|‘|('m|H[

intended to prevent i | property
thefit and the transfer of US technological
Emowledge to Ch t was led by the
Department of Justice and Federal Bureaw

of Investigation before being di
under the Bidenadministration in 200
devolved intoan ine

upended researchers’ ives while
[I(ung]mlc'nnmln]Jum slpeC] Il‘tlh]Jj ImL

The president
anxiety that i
achvanced in the House earlier this yearh
been blasted by some FI'S &8 AN
attempt tor v the programme undera

servative policy white paper that has been
Himbed to Trump's agenda (e has tried to
(ILl.Iam\-Imn-(-I.I'I'n i th, expressly o
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as he builds his new cabinet
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But ifhis goal is putting America first,
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best and brightest from ¢
amajor edge. The China Ini
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July, roughly five years after he was
Imlicted, former Universit

or Franklin Tao had |
tve-era conviction reversed. Ahead ofhis
trial in 2021, hiswife told Sfoombeng News
that the famil e by the 1S to *parsae
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Our legislative frameworks must adapt to the rise of AI

RAHUL MATTHAN

ts & partner at Trilegal and the
author of ‘The Thard Way:
India’s Revolutionary Approach
to Data Governance’. His X
handie is @matthan.

arge language models (LLMs) workso

well because they compress human

knowledge. They are trained on mas-
slve data-sets and convert the words they
sean into tok

grnc  PESPONSES 10 Prompts—
theem, wird by word. to create sentences,
paragraphs and even large documents by
simply predicting the next most appropri-
word.

We used to think that there had to be a
limit to the extent to which LLMs could
improve. & t 15 a point beyond
which the benefits of increasing the size of
i nml:ll m‘mu'k would ber

la
Ilc'lvmon an inerease in the number of
parameters of a neural network and its per-

it performs 155 a wide range of tasks,
often to the point of surpassing s ler,
specialized models even in domains they
were not specifically trained for, This is
what is referred o aling law thanks
towhichantificlal intelligence (Al systems
have been able o generate extraordinary
outputs that, in many instances, far exceed
thie capacity ol human researchers,

But nevmatter hiow good Al Ih.llmnm“\'u'
b perfect. 1t is, by definition, '

be immediately held liable for those
transgressbons. This paradigm has served us
wiell for centuries. Much of our daily exis-
tence can be described in terms ofa series of
systematic actions, those that we pecform in
ourfactories or in the nor

black-or- white, it is
tordefine what is permissi
bleand what smot. .M.]l

tie, non-determi rsbem. As a result,
its responses are notconehasive but just the
mist statistically likely answer. Moreover,
no matter how much effort we put into
reducing / ucinations, we w
be able to eliminate them entire
don't think we should even try. After
reason Al lssomagical isbecause of it's
damsentally probahilistic approsch to budld-
ing connections in a neural network, The
more we constrain its performane
[ oo thee henefits that it
rently deli

the person
aggiven s

inorder to avodd b H il that are contrary to exist-
held linble is ensure that it compllcate gu'"'

only performs ina manner assignment but we need to give
expressly perm . elopers a4 pass—to
law. While this regy we'll need tight  ensure they are not
approach works . ished for what i essen-
context of deterministic  cONtrols aga'nst tially a feature of th
systems, itsimply doesnaot . tem. However, if the ’\I
make sense inthe context major harms system consistently gener-

of probahi systems,
Where it is not possible to
determine how an Al system will react in
FESpON&E [(Ilh('|)|l]l]lplh|l is given, howdo

- that th

designed to be Innar} —tcn.k arI.J demar-
cate zones of permissible action, so that

Foorm The Larger the madel,

anyone whio o tside those pones

plieswith the binary dicts stes of tradition |I
legal framework:

As discussed above, this isa feature. not
i bug. The reason Alis so wseful ks precisely

. Probabilistic
digital systems

because of these unconvention
tions, The meo
s post-training
constrain the out puts generated by Al the
more it will shackle what Alhas to offer us,
Ifwewant tomaximize the benefits that we
canextract from Al we will ha\'{‘[ull'-

iel SyBtem promps to

We first ne
ke that these systems can
and will perform in ways

ates harmful outputs, we

must notify th 'p('nunh

] ible for that system
thie oppartunity to alter the way the s
performs. If they fail to do so eve
being notified, they should be held respon-
sible for the consequences. This approach
Ensures rathert: heing held liable
for every transgression in the binary w

that current law requires, they have somse
space to manoeuvre while still being
ohliged to rectify the system iFit is funda-
mantally lawed.

While is a radically different
approach to ty, it is one that is better
aligned with the probabilistic nature of Al
systemes. It b s the need to encourage
movation in the field of Al while also hold-
respansible for these systems
emic failings occur.

There s, however, one category of harms
that might call for a different approach. Al
ns make available previously in:
. e information and explain it inways
that ensure that even those unskl
art can understand it. This n
potent
easily av
midsuse it I.HH‘rl'I'lT\ﬂHJ as
Biological, Radiological and Nucl

¥ of Aland Alcould make

it much :n.-.ln-r I'm persons with criminal

intent to engineer deadly toxins, deploy

hiological weapons and indtiate nuclear
o

Happily, thisis something that respon-
logpers are deeply cogni tof
tively working to ensure,

sible Al de
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There's a case for heavy
taxes on MNCroyalties

Rayalty payments to MNCs by their local units have been rising—even going above dividend

payouts in some cases, India needs shareholeler vigitance and fiscal action to curl excesses

ven as revenue growth for companies
in India has reduced its pace to a
canter, royalty payments sent abroad
by several Indian offshoots of multi-
national companies (MNCs) are gal-
loping ahead. In several cases noted
by market Sebi, royalty
exceed dividends. In fact, 1I1e|1|ghcr1l1c firm's
expense on royalty payments, the lower the
profit and thus lower the possible dividend
outgo from it, In 2023, the Indian government
increased the withholding tax on royalty pay-
ments and fees for technical services from 10%
to 20%. In fact, there is a strong case for raising
the normal tax on rayalty payments to the appli-
cable corporate-tax rate. On some types of roy-
alty-payment hikes that have no rational basis,
the tax rate on the incremental payout could go
as high as 100%. To curb excesses in this prac-
tice, it is not enough for Indian rules to require
that locally listed units of MNCs get shareholder
approval for raising royalties. Accountability to
equity holders needs to be equitable and sharp,
no doubt, but we need fiscal action as well.
Allroyalty claims are not equal. Those paid
for intellectual property (IP) licences are the
most legitimate, Patents and other forms of 1P
have a definite life expectancy; by the time
they expire, companies are expected to have
fully recouped their investment in them and
earned adecent return. While trademarks
need renewal, a brand name with special con-
sumer appeal might be what setsa product
apart from its competitors. In such cases too,
brand strength may justify a royalty, But when
it comes to brands that most of us can hardly
evenrecall, let alone identify with or value, the
logic weakens, It's hard to see why Hindustan

Unilever Ltd (HUL) would've paid its parent

HARSH V. PANT

and hrightest get b
admission to Ameri

hisisthe time of year u\J)mlmhu % hest

«Iumlmn Institutions. For many in 1

Unilever royalty on its Knorr label slapped
onito flour and the like (before Unilever sold off
its flour and salt business in 2023), for exam-
ple. That name of German origin was no match
forits own homegrown atta brand Annapurna,
which it offloaded last vear along with Captain
Cook salt. On the whole unclear how local
MNC units justify their rising royalty bills. It
might be argued that rovalty payment excesses
will self-correct. After all, if any company were
to load its product pricing with a liberal slather
of royalty, alocal competitor that is not so bur-
dened, but has invested in brand credibility
would be able to undercut the rovalty-pa
player and corner a larger share of the market.
This pressure would work only ifboth play in
the same quality bracket, though. A graded tax
onroyalties, with the rate going up as transfers
grow as a percentage of revenues, would not
only deter local MNC units from overpaying
parents, but also magnify the self-regulatory
power of market competition,

What's logged as an expense by the Indian
unit of an MNC is not a conventional cost,
given that it isa decision in which its power
equation with the parent may play a big role. In
fact, at a conceptual level, rovalty isareturnon
capital invested. Like profits. Or interest pay-
ments in the hands of lenders, which are taxed
on these as it amounts to income for them.
Rovalty should be taxed in India on par with
any other form of return on capital. Levies on
rovalty should be seen in the same light as tax-
ation of profits, interpreted as what companies
owe the government for governance that ena-
bles companies to do business and generate
returns on capital. All said, while shareholders
doneed to take a closer look at royalties, fiscal
action could be especially effective.
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Financial frauds evolve fast but
we can still safeguard ourselves

While technodogy has transformed how seamsters operate, refiable ways evist to dodge their traps

VIVEK KAUL
Is the auther of ‘Bad Money’.

ELTTEITE mlm primarily writes

it onee money has

had to interact lll||h|||i ir prospective

victims in person, involving assembling
people in a hall orvisiting their homes
o pitch a scheme convincing enough to
als part with thedr hard-

make ind
earmed mo

iy

The classic exanple has heen a Ponzl
scheme. The fraudster would promise a

wery high rate of return to prospec
investors, Carried away by gree
investors would invest, Tl1s-fr il
wonld use the momey being broagh

by newer investors to pay off the earlier
omes, Onee early investors were paid,

Iving fAinancial

s difficult toget it hack.
Before affordable smartphones and
widespread Imomd acress hecame the

these

Consider all the unsolicited phone
cills promising quicl
the s, Typic

account, Fraudste ntake this initial
amount and disapy or they can keep
the fraud going by turming it intoa
Ponzi scheme by returning some of the
inwvestors” money and encouraging

which moder: nhu-.um.w s operate. As
Dan Davies wri
“Trust—partic
strangers, with no inte
relatively anonymous market fransac-
asis of the mn)dm nindus-

there are fraudsters
sersywho like toselli

«clal indl
ment courses that are ‘supposed’ io

anyone buying the course get rich
aquickly: a fraud carried out under the
garh ofselling something useful.
OFcourse, not everyone who fraud-
stors call falls for their sweet tall, But
some do, And that keeps them going. All
it needs is continuous ¢

* ot mcn’olmpt fuls
Creasing com
For lack of a better term, de
kind of money that was being made ear-

Second, ww]o.\pliladJm'(llaropnm

ol thus made

Fraudsters

newer numbers, This
o

imilartothe r'l:mar'hlgt'rlan
vhere emails promising huge

n't

it coming up
with newer conce pis like parcel scams
anl digital arvests wh

1t Maost people did
some did,
of those emails had

havel Ieelped by the fact that a ot of
private individual data is now easily and

noddea ofwhio the gullible
were who would fall for the scam, As
‘ﬂﬂm[}]ml nd Stephe

I!ul

Megally avail +in the public domain.
i This helps fraudsters make threats like a
larrest’—even though there is no

ing under the law—sound maore

world of lhesion

,\.\Im'lllan(l]Juhnt:rwrho: “The
scammer wants to find the guy who
Thasn't heard of [the Nigerian scam]...

vidals of their hard
So, what's the way out of this? Oy
emptor, Or, as Davies p
comes to a financial fraud, everything
can be "brought to a halt at a very early

Anvhody who doesn't fall off their chair | stage ifanvone had taken care to con-
1 ing ks exactly whohe wantstotalk | firmall the Facts.”

T T -n.ammm-su\hcn.allantlg\n:m The. -.Impl.tl-.lmlmlcm is o not take
15 hes aking asome- 15 IFsome-

they would talk about thedr huge
making others enviows. This envy
would get more money into the sl
and keep it godng until the frau
decided o seoot.

This

he kept on payrolls to keep the Fraud

going. Affordahle smartphones and

cheap internet have owere (I lh v
L b

ppros ach miade the acquisition
o .

Jhat similar approach. Though calling
f onvie-hy-one s minch
sending out bulk e mail

e

the ome-time- password
AT l‘]’? fraud, invelving a caller calling

one I trying to reach out, they are lkely
o message. But this suggestion does not
seem toworkwith people of m:
generation, who are in thedr se L
and edghties, They grew upin an er:

trunk calls, and to many of them, every
call seems like someone trying to reach
outin and must thus be

and asking foran OTF
Once the OTF has been shared, money
gt'(-.nnn-.fm m‘]uumfl]mhank account

acquirng those

oot made the operation iisell easier.

L Atthe heart
1:d'(l||-. frand Is the inherent trust on
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The rise of Trump poses a paradox ofhz'gker education

thinking and emphasizing
E at addresses global challenges.

So o can be pardoned for assuming
inasociety and polity assharply polarized as
m(Lz} % America, these features of p
institutions would remain unchal
Butwith Donald Trump returning
(he i set to take oath as the next ll‘sp.ns 5l

[le‘nlm']hwll"nlm is feeling unmoored
frovm 5.3 resultdis-

enfranchised, as if thelr views don't count
and theirvolces don' lmal(
e has by

o the socleeconom
withowt colleg
rwnllmh umlm‘ |I|

grees who have heen
ran-

elite higher | dentinearly 200 inst a pushi
li

| Ameerica, the role of the [vy League s

b

inanlvyl

The US high

Lmnh 15 long been a benchmark of sy
pcducation system hay

For example, in a recent article for the
Atlantic magazine, a prominent conservative

ts professor of international taining America's global |

prbd inmorewaysthanone. | commentator David Brooks argoes that
pl while vy League schools provide a rigorous
fershipby pro- | acad 1 “lal net-

telations, King's Collage
Londan, and vice preskdent for
swudies at Observer Research
Foundation, Mew Delhi.

Jecting its soft powes far and wide, attracting
lhn best oftalent to the nation's shores and
cutting edge in the realm

works, they also contribute to tl.wgwnlnh
societal divisions. These institutions, by
fwl:unm., s1u[|.cm.\ from wealthy back-

inga Ieularset of

social norms and value 5, have created an
insular elite that lacks empathy for broader

the winners and losers of glob,
been growing for some time now and
Trump's rise has been a

answered. The Latin phrase Mundus
vl decipi-ergo decipiteny’ describes
thisaptly: The world wants to he
deceived, let it therefore be deceived,

I_US! a !!@U&!ﬂ

Who dares to teach must
never ce

se tolearn.

JOHN COTTON DANA

-

class, are viewed today as a meritocratic elite
whonot anly look down on middbe Ames
butincreasingly also lack the vocabulary to
have an honest conversation with a large
part af their own country.

These trends are not unique to the U5,
Thewider West is facing this challenge and
somestrandsof this debate ave also visible in

T manifestation of thatsplit. | the Indian democraric contest.

elites seen to b Iuc»]tlng An e"tISt C°||ege Hm it I-| lh: j.,llmh'lj.,f(ﬂ 5 on the role of
down o them, 2 ucation instltu-

Abacklash againsteco-  SYSTEM S@@MS TO i oo culprits in this | tiansin shapingthis divide that ismost llu-
nomic globalization, par- regard, pursuing policies | minating, The idea that ‘good education
ticularly in the r- have deepened that left a large part of the b lead talt senseof s
classand rust divisions in the country out of the main- | soingeained in our understanding that we
of the 1S, has 2 a streamofbenefits, be
tral factor in Trump's S and this may 1o asense of dispo
peoditical ascent. For all its among working clas i:(|lb¢::l||0|)
seeming advantages, glo- hold lessons This was accentuated inequality

P s e 1o sigen N I fes, particu- | divers i
icant job losses in Indn-.- for India too larly around immigration,

tries such as ste

L man-

national identity and the
changing  demographic
prodile of the TS, As IJmnI;,mlIun :m(l::ul

tors, fuell ;,vmnc»mlq,mmh onhamlnh socletal issues, Inthisview, Ivy Leaguegrad- | facturing and  textiles,
ional il i 1 uates often e a sl of ass ptions that | especially in the Amer Midwest. As
Ir'lt . In acdition, th iversiti Ve s hedisconnected from the evervday real- | these sectors relocated to countr ies ullh
ural and intell  amby lopsforthe | ties of many Amerles cheaper labourand LS
1%, hal perspe il - Thi tls iderdebate | enced le stagnation, the working
racy, innovation and highereducation, They | ontl behind Trump's inuing | class lIlfﬂh(hm[I The l'knoﬂ[lmfhlcm

Ageby | salience in US politics. Tramp has managed
culti- i

previding ri

the sentiment ofa large section of

gooids

accessto international markets, were often

wishould carefully ahsorh lessons from the
|f‘:’l.|)i e riEnice. Jmlkﬁlpuul’muon

Cang
regions \‘:l|lb("i
were at threat.

Trombeally, the Democrats, who have tradi-

tignally been America’s party of the working

amoreing hto higher educa-
tion, one that broadens sccess and fostersa
greater sense of social responsibility among
the highly educated elite.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Yet another flashpoint

All stakeholders must demonstrate urmost restraint to
prevent any escalation of communal tensions in Sambhal

he town of Sambhal in Uttar Pradesh has become the epicentre of intense com-

munal tension following a violent confrontation over a court-mandated survey of

the historic Shahi Jama Masjid. The incident, which unfolded on Sunday, has claimed
three lives, injured numerous others and raised pressing concerns about the fragile com-
munal harmony in the region.The Shahi Jama Masjid, situated in Chandausi, Sambhal,
is a centuries-old structure recognised as a ‘Monument of National Importance’ by the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). Protected under the Ancient Monuments Preservation
Act, 1804, the mosque became the subject of legal contention following a pefition filed
on Kovember 19. The petitioners, a group of eight individuals including advocate Hari
Shankar Jain and Mahant Rishiraj Giri, alleged that the mosque was built by demolish-
ing a Shri Hari Har Temple in the 16th century under the orders of Mughal Emperor Babur.
They claimed that the temple held immense religious significance for Hindus as the proph-

esied site of Lord Vishnu's Kalki avatar.

The petition sought ASI intervention and public access
1o the site, accusing the mosque administrators of
obstructing entry and the ASI of negligence in protect-
ing the monument. The legal dispute led the Court of
Civil Judge (Senior Division) in Sambhal to order a sur-
wey of the mosque, with a report due by Nowember
20, The initial survey on Tuesday was reportadly incom-
plete, prompting authorities to schedule a follow-up
on Sunday. However, tensions escalated as the sur-
vey team arrived, resulting in a violent clash between
opposing groups.The confrontation saw stone-pelting,
arson and the deployment of security forces. Three

lives were lost, and several were injured, including police officers and administrative per-
sonnel. The violence has since been condemned across the political spectrum, though
it has also sparked a heated debate over the motivations behind the survey and its han-
dling. Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav accused the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) of instigating communal divisions. BJP spokespersons, however, defended the
legal process. The situation in Sambhal remains tense, with heightened security mea-
sures in place to prevent further unrest. But are we seeing a pattemn here? Some polit-
ically motivated individuals deliberately file pefiions raking up confroversy where none
exists. Communal tension ensues and some people and party backs up the claim and
polarisation is complete for politicians to exploit the situation. We have had enough of
communal violence and surely this one can be avoided as “The Place of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991" is clear that all places of religion must be preserved as thay were
at the time of independence. The Shahi Jama Masjid row reflects the broader challenges
of navigating historical grievances, communal sensitivities and legal mandates in a plu-
ralistic society. The need for restraint and dialogue among all stakeholders is crucial to
restoring peace and preventing further loss of inmocent lives.

K P Sharma Ol1 walks
a tightrope on China

Will Oli’'s stance on the BRI and his decision to prioritise China over India

define his political legacy or deepen Nepal's internal divides?

0 Kathmandu, [ ohserved
that Nepal Prime Minister
KP Olis visit to China has
become a hot potato in the
chilly Kathmandu valley.
The China visit is being portrayed
by his Unified Marxist Leninist
Party (UML)-led coalition gov-
ernment as a bold initiative by Ol
to resolve the long-pending BRI
Implementation plan. The BRI
Framework Agreement 2017
signed by Nepal figured durin,
thgc majdin \-Tu't President X%
Jinping in 2019 when Xi
announced NC Rs 60 bn in
grants under BRL Since 2008,
China has announced NC Rs 80
bnin grants. It seems the govern-
mcnts:cv‘:ul.d not use lhcg:?d for
projects under BRI due to some
issues,
Several delegations from bath
countries have interacted over the
BRI Implementation plan for a
long but the plan has not been
signed.
Oli last visited China in 2016 after
the Indian blockade and signed
several agreements including
energy trade but almost none has
materialised. China is insisting
that BRI projects that were trun-
cated at Bci_iilzs request from 35
to 9 be under loan whereas
Nepal, especially Nepali C 5
b
them under grant. There were
fears Oli might sign in to please
the Chinese which resulted in
considerable squabbling between
them. A high-level task force of
the two parties has been meeting
to arrive at a consensus.

Opposition awmakers wanted all
b

People buy groundnut

n Bergakruy FTl

g signed so far to be
made public and discussed in
Parliament and with civil society.
Ata UML meeting, Oli recentl
announced he wruﬁnntsugn BR‘;
for the sake of coalition unity.
Chinese envoy Chen Song who
had been lobbying with lawmak-
crs to sign the BRI plan has clar-
ified that Chinese-built Pokhara
airport would not be converted
from loan to grant. Foreign
Minister Arzu Rana is going to
China on November 28 to pre-
pare fior O visit wiﬂnmcp?:s
om BRI
The other troubling issue was ‘the
first where - China or India’ visit
of Oli. Traditionally barring two
exceptions - Prime Ministers
Tanka Prasad Acharya and

Pushpa Kamal Dahal
{Prachanda) - all others on
becoming PM have first gone
to New Delhi. Prachanda had
clarified that his was nota state
“hina but he had gone
ng Olympics. India
has not invited all PMs - like
Madhav Nepal, Jhalanath
Khanal, and Sushil Koirala -
from both Left and Centre-
Right partics but New Delhi
has historically favoured
Mepali Congress. Oli had said
some pretty undiplomatic,
even unkind things about
India during his second term
as FM after he had internation-
alised the Kalapani dispute and
made it into a national issue.
But later, Oli did work with
India. Oli going to China
without Beijing making any
concession on BRI is cocking
a snook at India.
During the annual Kantipur
Congclave in Kathmandu this
month, he clarified that as a
sovereign nation, & PM can
visit any country first. He
compared the first visit India
D’(‘Eim conundrum’ to vis-
iting Mizamuddin or Ajmer
Sharif first: which made little
impact on the mainly Nepali
ience, adding that his visit
to China will not harm rela-
tioms with India.
For Nepal maintaining balance
between India and China isa
vital strategic mission that the
founding father of Nepal,

OLI LAST

CHINA IN
2016 AFTER
THE INDIAN

BLOCKADE
AND SIGNED
SEVERAL
AGREEMENTS
INCLUDING

BUT ALMOST
NONE HAS
MATERIALISED

T TR

Prithvi Marayan $hah had
described as a yam between
two boulders. Geography and
yxialandcu]turalogc:clsha\\c
favoured India. The
dethroned Maoist leader and
four-time PM Prachanda, Olis
erstwhile short-term partner,
accused him in an interview
with an Indian journalist who
had come for the Kantipur
Conclave, of playing the China
card. UML was incensed by
the allegation, demanding an
apaology from Prachanda.

At the Kantipur Conclave,
Prachanda informed the andi-
ence that he was hﬁp}' hewas
no longer heading the govern-
ment as he could atone for his
party’s mistakes and serve the
people better. He clarified that
with 32 seats, he had never
sought power but others (NC
and UML) had come to him to
form the government.

He asserted he had made a
direct assault on corruption -
the no 1 bane of Nepal - and
put many corrupt leaders
including members of his
parly.angﬂanﬁc who had sup-
ported his government in jail.
This included the newsmaker
and former Home Minister,
Rabi Lamichhane from the
Rashtriya Swatantra Party who
is at present in jail. being
investigated for fraud. In
Kathmandu, I discovered that
Lamichhane has created a
problem for the government

VISITED

ENERGY
TRADE

ASHOK K. MEHTA

on which jail he should be
lodged in, due to massive
protests by his supporters.
They took him to the Terai
towns but not to his citadel in
Chitwan and brought him
back to Pokhara as they were
unable to present him before
a Kathmandu court to avoid
creating law and order issues.
Every other day there are mas-
sive traffic jams in Kathmandu
over some issue or the other
0i was cool about Rabi, say-
ing at the Kantipur Conclave
that he had ‘once given Rabia
job (in Nepal Television)' but
did not know much about his
case. The par]iamcmar{‘pmbc
that was ordered on him as
demanded by the Nepali
‘Congress was at the behest of
PM Prachanda and Rahi him-
self who was the Home
Minister in the coalition gov-
ernment. He added: “let law
take its course” Olis China
conundrum was grabbing
headlines. By declaring he
won't  sign  the BRI
Implementation plan on
Chinese terms for coalition
unity he has taken the fizz out
of the champagne that was to
be popped after his visit.
(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
Jounder member of the
Defence Flanning Staff. cur-
rently the Integrated Defence
Staff; views are personal)
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Prasar Bharati unveils WAVES app

amid criticism and challenges

HISTORIC WIN AT PERTH

AMIT KA ROY

Prasar Bharati launched its much-anticipated app, WAVES touted as
a strategic leap for India’s national broadcaster

during the 55t

International  Film
Festival of India (IFFI} in
Goa, Prasar Bharati
unveiled its long-awaited
app, WAVES. Marking a
strategic step forward for
India’s national broadcast-
er, the launch was graced by
Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant.
However, the event's signif-
icance was overshadowed
by the absence of central
ministers, drawing criti-
cism that this oversight
represented a missed pub-
lic relations opportunity.
A Shift from OTT to App:
A Branding Challenge
Originally envisioned as an
OTT platform, WAVES has
undergone a rebranding as
an app. This shift has
sparked speculation that
the change may be linked to
limited new content. Critics
have argued that the current
branding does little to lever-
age Doordarshan's rich lega-
cy. potentially alienating
audiences, particularly in
rural  areas  where
Doordarshan’s identity is
deeply entrenched.
Many users remain unclear
about the relationship

In a vibrant ceremony

v

WAVES

between Prasar Bharati and
Doordarshan, adding to the
confusion about accessing
the app.

Delays and Controversies
The WAVES launch comes
after multiple postpone-
ments, with its original
debut planned for August
15. These delays have raised
questions about Prasar
Bharati's prcﬁar\cdncsﬁ to
compete in the fast-paced
digital media environment,
Ohbservers have highlighted
internal issues, including
a]lc:fatinns of favouritism
and mismanagement.
Maotably, the consultancy
hired to guide WAVES has
faced criticism for lacking
expertise in the OTT
domain and allegedly
sidelining experienced offi-
5 in key roles.

Adding to these challenges
are unresolved trademark
issues surrounding the
name “WAVES" which
could further complicate
the afp's rollout. Private
broadcasters, wary of
otential regulatory chal-
enges, have shown reluc-
tance to collaborate with
the platform, dampening
its industry reception.
Content and Vision
Despite the hurdles,
WAVES aims to differenti-
ate itself in the competitive
Indian media landscape.
Offering over 65 live chan-
nels and content in 12+ lan-
guages, the app secks to
combine nostalgia with
fresh appeal.

Iconic Doordarshan pro-
grammes like ‘Ramayan’
and ‘Mahabharat’ are set to
feature alongside new pro-
ductions such as ‘Fauji 2.0,
WAVES also plans to sup-
port emerging talent by
showcasing student films
and works by National
Creator Awardees.
Operating on a revenue-
sharing model, WAVES
aspires o empower cre-
ators while ensuring the
protection of intellectual
property. However, stand-

ing out against global giants
like Netflix and Amazon
Prime Video, known for
their vast libraries and
advanced technology,
sents a formidable chal-
lenge.
The Road Ahead
The launch of WAVES isa
critical juncture for Prasar
Bharati, offering a chance to
redefine public broadcast-
ing in the digital era.
However, success will hinge
on resolving internal dis-
cord, addressing opera-
tional concerns, and craft-
ing a user experience that
resonates with audiences.
While the launch at IFFI
has created a momentary
buzz, sustaining momen-
tum will require robust
strategies, consistent con-
tent quality, and a clear
brand identity.
As WAVES ventures into
the competitive digital
media space, its journey
will be closely watched. For
Prasar Bharati, the app rep-
resents both a bold oppor-
tunity and a test of its
capacity to adapt and thrive
in an evolving media
ecosystem.
(The writer is a_journalist;
views are personal)

Madam —Apropes to the news headline
“Team India rises like a phoenix at Perth”
(MNovemnber 26). Kudos to Team Indial
After the drubbing from the Kiwis in our
own backyard 0-3, India dominated the
first Test in Perth, crushing Australia by a
massive 295 runs. Chasing a daunting 534,
Australia crumbled for 238. This historic
win marks Indiss largest victory by runs
in Australia, surpassing their 222-run
win in Melbourne in 1977. What is more
redeeming is the way the Indian team
Eiaycd the 2nd innings. Not many teams

we come back after being 150 all out on
the first day, but this Indian team has time
and again shown that it is built different-
Iy Bumrah, leading in only his second Test,
weas left with a lot to do and fewer options
o work with,
While Yashasvi Jaiswal, Virat Kohli and KL
Rahul will be among the heroes with their
solid second inni atting performances,
it was the sta:ﬁiin skipper Jaspreet
Bumrah’s unbelievable skill set andpsclf-
beelief during Australiss first innings rout
that formed the cornerstone of Indias win.
Hope, after this Test, players should be
retained based on their current perfor-
mance, not on past achievements. The
selection process should send a clear
message that no player is above the team's
performance standards. If a replacement
player has excelled, they should be given
priority and retained for their contribu-
tions. Senior players, regardless of their past
Eior}'. must earn their place back through

‘monstrated performance. This ensures
that performance, consistency, and fairness
drive the selection process, keeping the
team competitive and motivated.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

HOUSE ADJOURNED OVER ADANI

Madam— On the first day of the winter
session, ie, Monday, the House was
adjourned due to the demand for a discus-
sion on Adani. Now it does not seem that
much work or meaningful discussion will
be done in this session. Because of the kind

of allegations that have been made against

SC rejects plea challenging Preamble

dismissed a batch of petitions chalenging the

inclusion of the berms *Socialist and Secular’
in the Preamble to the Constitution s per the
42nd Amendment passed in 1978, The Preamble
declares Indi2 a Soversign, Socialist, Secular and
Democratic republic. The objectives of the
Preamble ars to securs justice, liberty and equal-
ity for al citizans and pramota fratamity to man-

I n a landmark ruling, the Suprama Court has

Gautam Adani and his entire team in
America, it is obvious that the Opposition
of the country will raise its voice on it. Mow
our Prime Minister wants to defeat every
solid allegation through his electoral vic-
lm'y{Ma.Eamshlra}.' at is why when the
House was not functioning on Monday, he
told the Oppasition that “those who have
been rejected by the people are indulging
in hooliganism in the House”
1 this really so? Obwiously, the people who
are sitting in the Opposition are sitting
there because they are in the minority. Does
minrity mean that they should not even
talk about such a big stain on the country’s
reputation? Why gocs this government
catedly stand in favour of Adani?
Charge sheets have been filed in a New
York court against Adani Group chairman
Gaautam Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani
and six others. It is impossible to file a
charge sheet there without proof. The US
Securities and Exchange Commission has
alleged that Gautam Adani and his asso-
ciates paid a bribe of more than $250 mil-
lign, i.e., about two thousand crore rupees,
fior their renewable energy company in

tain the unity and integrity of the nation. The
Preamble is considered the soul and spirit of
the Canstitution. It =till plays an impartant role
whan thara is ambiguity in Articles” provisions
or whan an intarpretation of the Constitution
bacomes confusing.
The Preamiile. which highlights guiding prin-
ciples and some fundamantal values of the bases
of which the Indian Constitution was writen, will
bacome imvalid and insignificant when impor-
tant tarms ‘Soversign, Socialist, Sacular’ are
removed from the Preamble. Knowing the
importanca of the Preamble, in 1973, in the
Kesavananda Bharati case, a 13-judge banch of
the Suprama Court declarad that the Praambls
Id by - a5 part af the G
In the 1985 Union Governmant vs LIC of India
case, the Supreme Court ance again hald that
Preamibla is an integral part of the Gonstitutian.
P Victor Selvaraj | Tirumelveli

India and hide this information from
investors while raising capital in America.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

SAMBHAL MOSQUE DISPUTE
Madam — The horrific incident that
occurred in Sambhal highlights the author-
ities' alarming reaction, where, without
conducting a proper hearing o trial, they
initiated a survey within just two hours.
The incident has spread a curtain of fear
and horror across the country.
The assertion of replacing a mosque with
a temple is intensifying over time, threat-
ening the diversity and unity of our
nation, Mohan Bhagwats staterment should
be taken into account: it is not right to dig
beneath every mosque in search of a
Shivling and cdaim it as a temple. Such
actions are detrimental to the harmony of
society. Early recognition can help us to
take immediate measures to limit any dam-
ages.

& Jakir Hussain | Kanpur
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LESSONS IN
HUMILITY AND FAITH

Are we ready to confront the truth of our
smallness in the grand scheme of existence?

AT KLUMAR BISHNOI

ave we realised that we are intrinsically small souls? That

we only play small roles, yes, of different levels, but always

small. | will cite many examples o substantiate this fact in
this article. The only big is God, who is omnipresent, omnipotent
and omniscient. He controls everything. We shouldn't be surprised
by the reality of us being small. What did we expect? There are
billions of us and all interdependent.
We cannat exist without the support of others right from our birth.
Ravana was puffed up because he thought that he was big, hav-
ing defeated important enfities. But he was made to bite the dust
and he accepted that his highly bloated ego was his undoing. Hitler
thought that he was big and was going to contral the world. What
happened? He committed suicide having realised his smallngss.
Nixon was President of the USA - a large and prosperous nation.
He was forced to resign, becavse of his underhanded activities.
Napoleon was similarly humiliated when he was banished from his
country to live in Elba = an ltalian island, away from his dear coun-
try France.
Smaliness is only one of our handicaps; ignorance is another, Despite
the vast knowledge Ravana possessed, he was ignorant like most
of us; he ignored the reality of God. Only the most fortunate like

Sant Tulsidas franscend the barrier of ignorance. What will you call
Kansa? He kept on trying to kill the child Krishna without realising
that the Lord cannot be killed. Ultimately, Lord Krishna had to kill
him. Duryodhana saw s0 much of Lord Krishna, but somehow it
didn't sink in that the Lord was different; He was God. He saw how
the Lord protected Draupadi from being disrobed; how Arjuna was
protected by bringing back sunlight; and many such i His

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPionser | instagram com/dailyplonear)

Realigning India’s
economic strategy

Achieving the ambitious goal of becoming a developed nation by 2047
demands a decisive overhaul of current economic policies

g
A"*m

ATUL SEHGAL

e world i I\ under go'm# rapid
political cl .mﬁu With these
geopolitical changes under-
way., it becomes imperative to
relook at the current strategy
for economic development to meet |g
declared target of achieving a developed
nation status by 2047, It becomes nec-
essary o n..lllEn and readjust the poli-
cy points with the changing circum-
stances, Countries become rich h;' pro-
ducing and :in:l]m.g plobally valuable and
value-added products, India’s share in
global trade has to grow rapidly from the
present measly LE per cent in goods
exports and 2.8 per cent in goods
imports, In the service sector too, India
needs to enhance its share of delivered
services upwards from the present & per
cent, How will this happen? We need
to take quantum measures and hard
steps without I:'.Illl'lﬁ for internal politi-

ignorance was quite deep-seated. What will you call persons, who
outwardly pretend to be servants of God, but molest unsuspect-
ing children?
Their depth of darkness, which engulfs their consciousness does
not let them see that punishment is coming. Only after they are hit
with severe punishments they realise that they are quite helplass
really. Draupadi realised it and cried for the Lord's help, which the
merciful Lord provided. Arjuna knew in his heart that he was enjoy-
ing the protection of the Lord, That is how he was able to triumph
over very powerful adversaries, In the modern era, famous film stars
have committed suicide.
We bacome very impressad by the fame they enjoy but little do we
realise that they are just as helpless as we are, Wealthy people are
no better when they are hit with mental frauma as a result of exira-
ordinarily stressful events, which shatter their sense of security,
making them feel insecure in this dangerous world we live in. Yes,
this waorld is a place of misery (The Bhagavad-Geeta 8.15), as lang
as ong does not take shelter from God. Both external and internal
dangers exist. Demonic forces are out there to harm us in order
to gain some pecuniary advantage like by stealing from us.
Then, one dogs not know what is in store due to our past sinful
acts. The smart thing is to come under the protection of God. So,
what do | do? Having done my duty, | try to leave it to my Lord.
Believe me, He takes care of me better than | could have imagined.
It sounds like a fairy tale, but | am one of millions, who are bane-
fiting in the present and have benefited thus in the past.

(The writer is a spiritual feacher; views are personal)

cal expediency. Global political scenario
may affect the choice
but it can have, at b mi
we as a nation are determined, focused
and forthri

Nothing can come in the way if we act
united and our government performs its
actions without fear or favour, The
Fov ent’s backtracking on the
Agriculture and Farm Bills of 2019 was
an unfortunate incident, Such incidents
should not recur, The government buck-

led under the fake protests by agro mar-

ket middlemen masquerading as farm-

ers who created a false show of protests
to pul spokis in the wheel of the Bills and
saby “?“t them. The government, under
fe: ourgeoning vandalism by anti-

national elements to prevent the promul-
gation of Bills, backed by foreign enemy
countries capitulated and mll.c:& back the
Bills. This should not have I1ap#nm~d
The country paid a heavy price tor this
as agriculture is still the mainstay of
Indias economy, If only those important
Bills had been passed, we would have
witnessed an economic growth rate
increase of at least 2 per cent over the
existing. Let our government bring
back those Bills at the earliest appropri-
ate time to provide a vital booster to our
economy, The other important area

THE
GOVERNMENT
BUCKLED
UNDER THE
FAKE PROTESTS
BY AGRO
MARKET
MIDDLEMEN
MASQUERADING
AS FARMERS
WHO CREATED
A FALSE SHOW
OF PROTESTS
TO PUT
SPOKES IN THE
WHEEL

OF THE

BILLS AND
SABOTAGE
THEM

that needs the wegent attention of

the government is the MSME sec-
tor which continues o i nant.

This sector is the prime driver of

employment growth and needs
steps 1o facilitate the establishment
of new units and expansion of the
existing ones. These steps are—
bureaucratic reforms to cut red
tape and reduce unnecessary reg-
ulatory compliances that engender
corruption and impede growth.
To boost lndjgnmus. manufactur-

ing and increase the share of

manufacturing in the national
GDP from 16 per cent (almost
stagnant since 2015) w upwards of
20 per cent, rebooting the entire
Mal India program s needed.
The blueprint of this otherwise
visionary plan was, alas, not imple-
mented seriously,

Too much dependence on foreign
capital and FDI was never forth-
coming and efforts should have
been made to utilise domestic cap-
ital. The central sector and state
sector Public Sector Undertakings
{P5Us) should have taken the ini-
tiative in enhancing domestic
manufacturing. Also, Make in
India should have emphasis
Make by India, Bureauc
reforms, an increase in dor
manufacturing especially hfy 3
by increasing import taritfs and
further increasing fiscal conces-
sinns are some of the steps need-
ed. Good work has been done in
the area of defence and space in
this context by encouraging and
promoting startups,

This should be extended to other
sectors of the economy, Value-
added manufacturing in agricul-
ture, food, healthcare and educa-
tion will go a long way in boost-
ing indigenous manufacturing
and even exports, It is :ljujm a pity
that in spite of the wonderful suc-
cess of the B]P government in the
cleanup of the Banks, its benefit
has not percolated to domestic
manufacturing. Why out of the

100 smart cities conceived in
2014, only about 20 have seen the
light of the daru-.md that oo par-
tially? The establishment of special
cconomic zones and specialised
R]rmlucl pmduclmn ZONEE WS
ueprinted but its Jm]lalnnmm.ntmn
has also got stuck in the legislative
and bureaucratic quagmires,
Bureaucratic reforms, | reiterate,
are an emergent necessity, Large
imports from China over the last
ten years have indeed prevented
the growth of MSMEs in the
country. Many pre-existing facto-
ries faced closure and many man-
wlacturers turned traders. Indias
exports to China in 2 were
USD 16.65 billion, while imports
stood at USD 101,75 billion, leav-
ing a trade deficit of more than
USD 85 billion, Efforts were made
by the ruling NDA government to
contain Chinese imports, But maost
of the curtailment ook place in
lower-end consumer goods and
less dent could be made in import
of industrial goods, Irrespective of
overnment if our countr:
Emn had r._ldyd to hnycn}n
Chinese goods that can be pro-
duced in India, we would have
made a huge dent in Chinese
imports and facilitated the growth
of the domestic manufacturing
industry, But this did not h::}apcn.
The land scquisition Amendment
Bill was presented in Parliament on
10 March 2015 but could not be
passed due to opposition by non-
BIP lawmakers in the R'.I.jl('.l Sabha
where the ruling NDA lacked a
clear majority in numbers. The
opposition party MPs called the
Frnp:.n.d amendments anti-
armer and anti-poor, The pro-
posed amendments sought to
remove requiremnents for approval
from farmers to proceed with
land acquisition under five broad
categories of projects, [ts passa
continues to hang fire, 1 EL
foundational base of the Make in
India program. When will it be

Passml? Political expediency has
heen truly the bane of our coun-
try and Iﬁc main impediment to
our fast-track economic progress,
In the above context, it would be
appropriate to mention that
strongly natienalistic citizens can
collectively create conditions con-
ducive to the growth of the domes-
tic indus The economic resur-
gence of Germany and Japan post
World War 2 are case in point,
Though the USA lent economic
support to these countries, their
citizens were patriotically driven to
establish their domestic manufac-
turing base and the countries
developed into major industrial
and economic powers in a Fcrmd
of barely two decades following
their sln:gral and total devastation
in 1945, the end year of the war,
Both these countries lay stress on
manufacturing, innovation and
technology development, Their
emphasis was on production and
value-added exports, A similar
strategy is needed. India has been
the world's major economic power
for millennia and in keeping with
its inherent potential; it is capable
of a long-term economic growth
rate of 12 per cent,

For this to happen, the aforesaid
steps brook no delay, In the des-
tiny of nations, there are some
phases when it becomes necessary
tio take bold steps in line with pro-
Elrssivn principles of economic
evelopment rather than get
Imggrd down by over-strategising
and political expediency. Our
revered political and economic
scholar Chanakya had stated that
Dharma (righteousness) should
take precedence over everything
else in governance and even strat-
egy should be aligned with univer-
sal divine Dharma. We need to
proceed further in our economic

Jourm accordingly.
ZL author is @ management
u:rlsm’mru based in New Delhi;
views are personal)

Reaping our demographic dividend: Can skilling be the secret sauce?

With coordinated action, innovative strategies and a commitment to scalable skill development, India can emerge as a global economic and workforce leader

ith a staggering 1.44
W‘hlllmn people 68 per
cent them g

between the ages n[ 15 and 64,
India stands to gain from an

Challenge Effectively leverag-
smographic dividend
requires addressin
critical challenges, The prima-

ing the

ic dividend effectivel

several

solutions for skill develop-
ment are imperative
involves creating an ecosystem

[

vate sector (philanthropy)—

ributes to the mmlc.?’
initiative aims to enhance
overall emmployment and reten-

industry requirements,

This

This
approach addresses the skills
gap by nqujpﬁnnﬁlmlmm with

curriculum or an instruction-
al programme,
Finally, with the right use of

abally unmatched,
demographic dividend that
presents an unprecedented
oppertunity for economic
meh amidst global chal-
enges of declining birth rates

labour shortages. The

ARUMESH SINGH

ry challenge is the need to cre- -

ate sufficient job opportunit
1o absorb the increasing nu
ber of young people entering
the workforce.

Another key challenge is 1o
bridge the L{I]'i Bap - the dis-
crepancy between the skills
that j ekeers possess and the

\us.t labour force posit
India w realise the govern-
n of becoming the

s third-largest economy
and the skills capital of the
waorld,

This, coupled with the global
-.hlfl towards diversifying tal-
ent supply chains - particular-
by to count ke India - can
sigmif

| T

reaping the d hic div-
idend. UNFPA reported |h.|l
Korea saw its per-capi
domestic prmiml prow
2,200 per cent between 1950
and 2008, and Thailand’s GDP
%lﬂn' 970 per cent.

he pressing question now is
whether |l!|fj;l can fully capi-
talise on this demogry |l|i.:
dividend, and can the :i]rnlls.
ecosystem be the key to
unlocking this potential. The

ita

skills that me1(vy|.|\ req)
thereby creating opportunites
fior meanin fu*cmph]ynmm.
This must be achieved on a
large scale as the country is
already home to 103 mi
youth categorised as N
{not in education, employment
or training) and millions of
youth enter working age annu-
.dly C rafllngh.l]abi Salutions
To leverage Indias demograph-

support large-scale skill
enhancement initiatives,
Firstly, systemic change can-
not accur in isolation; there-
fiare, it is vital for government
bodies and private companies
to collaborate and H\:m]
resources, expertise and fund-
ing.

Therefore, fostering public-
private ‘lm.nnrrship:i (PPPs) is
essential for expanding skill
development initiatives. It is
important to align ||am|n5
programs  with market
dermnands, focus on outcome-
based skilling, leverage tech-
nology and design effective,
replicable, and adaptable pro-
grams, This collabogation can
significantly contribute to cre-

ating a more resilient and
practical skill dw.:lnpmcnt

of skill sln'm.lnpnmnl hlghllght
the transformative impact of
targeted training and strategic
partmerships. One such initia-
tive is Project AMBER, a
\:niqlur public-private
mership (PPP) where
stakehalder— governm,
training partners, and the pri-

tign outcomes by prioritising
the quality of training, mentor-
ingg, and retention. Such initia-
tives not only help achieve suc-
cess at an individual level but
also lay the groundwaork for
broade ic changes that
can redefine the impact of the
skilling ecosystem.

Secondly, ali skilling pro-
grams \gjth Ilﬂ:lrk‘ill dcmEJ]:d is
crucial, Collaborating with
businesses provides valuable
imput on course content which
ensures that learners are
trained o skill sets that are rel-
evant for the industry,
Employer feedback mecha-
nisms enable continuous
adjustments to training pro-
grams, which are in sync with

relevant ski elping them  technology, we can design
a.l.apl elfn_tml?l ti the work-  skill development progranimes
e, Ultimately, this strategy  that are both effective and scal-

a solution to talent
carcity and unemployment by
bridging the gap between
workforce skills and market
demands,

To ensure training pro-
grammes remain dynamic, it's
important to integrate data-
driven insights to evaluate
the progress of the rainees,
Thirdly, focusing on cutcome-
based skilling is essential as it
priorl employment and
retention rather than just train-
ing, Owtcome-hased skilling is
an approach to training that
focuses on achieving specific,
measueable outcomes rather
than merely completing a set

able and create significant
impact. 'I'cchnt:lngiy can great-
ly expand the reach and acces-
sibility of these programmes
throwgh enline learning plat-
forms, virtual classrooms, and
maobile-friendly resources,
even in remote areas. At the

els like ‘train- tlu. trainer’ pro-
grammes ensure that rapid
expansion Sll\l!h not come at
the cost of quality, main

ing consistency across differ-

Ciemeration ndia Foundation
with inpieits fros Soerabh
Anand, views are p«.'rsmm.'}
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Minority persecution
Das' arrest highlights Bangladeshi Hindus’ plight

HE arvest of Hindu leader Chinmoy Krishna

Das in Bangladesh on Tuesday has once

again spollighted the challenges faced by

minorities in the country. Das, ISKCON

leader and advocate for minority rights, was
arested on charges of sedition after allegedly disre-
specting the Bangladeshi Mag —a claim his supporters
contest. The arrest, coupled with the denial of bail, has
sparked widespread protests, both in Bangladesh and
across the border in India The context ofthis unrest lies
in a roubling pattern of minority persecution. Despite
constitutional assurances of equality, Bangladeshi Hin.
dus, who constitute around nine per centofl the popula-
tion, frequently endure vidlence, vandalism and social
exclusion. Reports of mob attacks on Hindu homes and
temples are alarmingly common, especially during
political transitions — as has been seen gsince Sheikh
Hasina's ouster — or communal tensions, While the
current unrest stensibly revolves around Das’ arrest,
it underscores the broader insecurity experienced by
mlnoritkes in a sate where Idam is the official religion.

India's official res ponse to the incident — ur ging the
imerim government ked by Mubammad Yunus o
ensure minonty safety and uphold freedom of expres-
don and assembly — reflects its concerns for the
region's stability. However, Bangladesh must recognise
that sddressing these ssues is not merey about appeas-
ing international pressure. The long-term solution lies
in fostering inclusivity, ensuring swift justice for vic-
tims of communal violence and protecting the funds-
mental rights of its cittzens, imespective of faith.

The onus is on Dhaka to restore trust by heeding the
calls of groups like the Sammilit Sanatan Jagran Jote,
which advomte for special tribunals to epedite justion
for vietims of persecu tion, Fuiling this, the cycle of unrest
threatens to escalate, undermining Bangladesh's image
a8 a progressive democracy. Peace and security for all
minorithes mustbe a ived reality:

Female vote bank

Welfare schemes alone not enough

WELVE women have been elected to the
Blmember Jharkhand Assembly this
time, the highest number since the forma-
tion of the state in 2000, The talking point
though is howwomen voters, who outnum-
bered men by nearly sbe lakh in the turmout, played s
key role in propelling the Hemant Soren-led govern-
ment o its second consecutive term. The clincher, by
all accounts, was the Maiya Samman Yojana, provid-
ing a monthly assistance of Rs 1,000 to underprivi-
leged women, Months ahead of the polls, a hike to Rs
2500 was approved from December. If the BJP gained
because of its popular Ladli Behna scheme in Madhya
Pradesh, in Maharashtra, the Mahayuti coalition's
Ladki Bahin Yojana played a pivotal role in its elec-
toral success, It offers Rs 1,500 as monthly direct cash
transfer towomen heads of households. A pre-election
promise was 10 increase the amount 1o Rs 2,100, The
focus on women as a target voler group is changing the
dlectoral dynamics, but larger questions remain

A soctal seeurity net for those who need i the mast i
essential, whatever the cost invobved and irespective of
the misgivings wegarding subsidies. The caveat is tonot
reduce welfare schemes tallored o address women's
needs as mere tools of poltical outreadh. Anauditof such
policy interventions is a must to gauge the im pact the
schemes ane having in lending women agency — finan-
cially, in the social realm and in political engagement.

A noticeable change of late hag been the bridging
of the gender gap in voter turnouts, That said, the
arrival of a distinetive women's constituency in Indi-
an politics is still in the works. The passage of the
Women's Reservation Bill after a prolonged delay
offers hope, but any meaningful outeome requines a
sustained commitment to the avowed goals,
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The rat race is ruining education

Coaching centre-driven strategy is becoming more |mp0rtant than the joy of creative learning

AVINT PATHAK
SOO0LOGIST

BECENTLY, I readan

iluminating piece

written by Henry

Girows — one of the

finest educationists
of our times, While reflecting on
the grand viclory of Donald
Trump i the US presdential
election, Giroux examined the
crisis in education. If education
is recluced to a set of “instru
mental skills needed to com-
pete in the glebal economy” or iF
it continues to privile ge “stan-
dardised tests over  critical
thinking”, as be reminded us, it
will lose its radical and emanci-
patory potential. His complaint
is that even the democrats or
liberals in America have fuiled
to recognise what education
ought o be — “not merely a
service or & ol for economic
adaptation, but the very founda-
tion of democratic life”.

As the prevalent practice of
education seeks to produce
"ompliant workers rather than
activefinformed citiaens,”
argues Giroux, "Americins find
themselves in o world where
ignorance is weaponised and
truth isunder siege”. Nowonder
he sees with deep anguish the
rise of "s band of white
supremacists, neo-Nozis, radical
Christian nationalists and cruel
bl of misogynists and neolik-
eml fascists” in the US, More
over, as neoliberal universities
tend to priovitise “profit over
democmitic values, civic respon-
sibility and critical thought”, we
see the invasion of "peda gogical
terrorism’ that suppresses crith
cal thinking distorts history, st
fMes dissent and dehumanises
the oppressed,

Indeed, in the age of "hsdst
dream-workd ', as Giroux angues

CRISIS: Qur children ame getting increasingly deprived of the taste of setf reflaxive, Ibertatan education, /e mom

pussonately, “what is needed isa
mllective  determination 1o
reshape mass  consciousness
through critieal pedagogy”,

It seemns that we, o, can drawa
muple of lessons from  his
insights and his plea for a e
alively nuancedentionl pedagogy.
In fact, the rise of Thump s not an
isolated phenomenon in the age
of Aght-wing nationalism. Even
our owm country, despite the ritu-
alisation of periodic elections, is
not allogether free from the
monologues of “popal st harks-
matic’ leaders, the tyranny of
majoritarianiam, the celebmtion
of hypermasculine nationalism
and  some kind of Hindu
supremacist thinking. [n this con-

|

Students formative
years are primarily
spent preparing for
standardised tests like
I NEET and CUET.

and humane world, it becomes

oo, Dol

First, in Indiatoo, we are wit-
neaging some sor of ‘pedagoi-
al terrorism' — particularly, the
way our chikien ore gefting
increasingly deprived of the
taste of sel freflesive, Bhertarian
education. Yes, thewr formative
yearsare primarily spent prepar-
ing for standardised tests like
JEE, NEET and CUET. As this
sort of conching o ntre-driven
instrumental strategy beocomes
more important than the joy of
areative learning, critical think-
ing and the aspirations for a just

dingly difficult for them o
celebrate a vision of life beyond
careerigm, consumeriam  and
economic  productivity. It
cleatroys all alernal ve strivings,
kills the power of the imagina-
tion and makes them scoept that
the ultimate destiny of life is to
become ‘compliant  workers”
rather than politiclly awak-
ened, culturally sensitive and
wetive citizens in search of a
democratic living.

Secund, we are witnessing the
systematic deary of our public
universities. Inrecent times, the

orgunised attack on some of our
leading pubslic universities indi-
cutes that it is becomin g inoreas-
ingly difficult to retain the spirt
of seademic freedom, the culure
of nuanced debates and conver-
sations and the ethos of cultum]
pharalizm. Is it, therefore, sur-
priging that, scconding o the
2023 Academic Freedom Index,
India is ranked 1615t out of 179
oountries? Imagine the fate of a
university if the authorities get
panicky when a professor plans
o organise a seminar on the
Pulestine crigiz or se way lame]
vioksted all sorts of international
Lows, engaged invwar erimes, did-
n'tspare even schools, hospitals
and residential bulldings and
killed no bess than 43,000 people
over the past 13 months!

While the vibrancy of critical
thinking is repressed, universi-
ties are asked W0 engage in an
absurd game — the strategic act
of pleasing the ‘ranking agen-
des’ through the production of
lirgely meaningless research
papers, seminars and projects.
What do you do with a “top-
ranking’ university if it loses its
soul and conscience, robs edu-
ation of its transformative
potential and produces only a
bunch of conformists?

In fact, together with the
decline of public universties, we
are also seeing the corpontisa-
tionofuniversities. These carpo-
roteneoliberal universities sell
education asa ‘product’ to their
rich and affluent ‘dients’.

For instance, a fancy private
university in India charges mone
than Rs 12 lakh per year for an
undergraduate  programme.
Ewven if the university daims that
it wants to help students become
“wellrounded  individuals who
n think critically”, the fact is
that, barming exceptions, young
learmers from an eltistexdu-
sivistborporate  university am
Ekely to misswhat, m my expers
ence s @ faculty member ot Jowa-
harlal Nehru University su gests,
o sensitive student from an inchu-
give public university experi-
ences. This inchudes the empathy
that an exposureto cultural diver-
sity genemtes, the ant of istening
o the tales al
onste/classethnicgender violence
that someof hisher friends might
have experienosd and hence the
an of resistance aginst costeism,
redigious fundamentalism,
majoritarianizm, patdarchy and
Eroas e o inequality.

1 witness a strange pamde,
While the Poshan Tracker’ data
for June 3024 reveals that more
than 50 per cent of the children
under the age of five sulfer from
«chronic malnutrition in Incia, a
brandid coaching centre lempls
«hiklren of the aspiring class o
pay ‘merely’ Rs 1,14,460 for the
NEET Vidyapeeth dropper
course! The question is whether
our schools and universities will
only train our children to fit into
this unjust system, internalise
the logic of soclal Darwinism
and sceept uncritically what
neoliberal/wuthoritarian masters
in India love to prescribe: a mix
of ‘economic productivity’ and
‘Inadian values' or the alliance of
billonaines and populistnarcis-
sistic leaders (almost like the
“Trump-Elon Musk nexus) O,
should some of us dare to learn
from the likes of Groux and
phend for the libertarian polen-
tial of critical pedagogy?

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Guru-Ka-Bagh inquiry
THE Guru-Ko-Ba gh incidents forms o unique chapter in the his-
tory afthe e\k.ullmuda in Punjab, exhilating the spirit of self-
saerifice anc undli oif e Ade ali by
hand and the excesses n!’un lm-ﬂmnnl:k tureaucracy on the
other The lork s f-restraint displ A by the Ak alis
in the face of unprovoked violenoe by the police and the man-
ner in which they braved day after day the cruel treatment met-
e out to them by the constabubary are, indeed, without a paral-
lel in the history of recent times, Special importance, therefore,
naturally sttached to the meport of the comm ittes o ppointed by
the All-India Congress Working Ummlt‘n to inquire into the

e THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

One test of the correctness of educational procedure is the happiness of the child. —aadaMostessori

How Palampur
lostits glory

SUDHIRENDAR SHARMA

enough o stay inmy memories, 18 s worth revisiting

those vivid hazy images that reflect the past in detail.
Springs emerged at many places; water flowing from
streams encircled the town like arteries; bridle path-
ways connected clusters of houses; small paddy fields
punctuated the continuum; and the sprawling tea gar-
dens dotted the lerrain, There was an unwritten harmo-
ny in the town's lands cape

In the subsequent years, it would go through an
unimaginable transformation, Five decades hove radi-
cally altered the town. Several springs have died and
disappeared; bridle pathways have been replaced by
concrete passages; waste-laden streams struggle to
flow; and tea gardens are few and far between, The
small town has expanded its boundaries and it isasbig
s it could be. There is nothing worthwhile that could
be written about its expansion.

‘This town is Palampur in Himachal Pradesh, situated
some 4,000 Nt above sea level, It overlooks the mighty
Dhauladhar mountains, which aren’t snowelad throughout
the year. Funs and air-conditioners, which were not o be
seen in the past, are now commaon. With so many structures
built scross the town and the expanded road network
packed with fuel-guzzling automobiles, this change is ned-
ther dramatic nor unexpected.

Local food security is nobody's concern as not much
grows here or is allowed to grow. Packaged food in colour-
ful plastic bags s everybody's favourite. The net sown area
in the state has shrunk in the lagt 10 years; thiswas only o
be expected in the backdrop of the erstwhile small paddy
fields, Tourists carry their own consumptive requirements
and throw sway the waste for locals W dispose of.

The decline in the net sown area is glaring, The land

[ T was not abig tewn, but rather a small one — but big

vhiole affiair The commil e d pub-
lic men of the country, none of whom had anything, directly or
inddirectly, to do with the Akali agitation of which the incidents
which formed the subject matter of the Inquiry were an off-
ghoot, Four of the committes members were eminent liwyers,
aone of them belng a former Advocate General of Madras; the
fifthwas a Barogean, This independent commitiee examined as
many a8 110 witnes ses and went through a large mass of doou-
ments; and after a careful and protracted invest igation, it has
o Lo conved wsions which ame entirely in aocond with the views
of thase who wit d the oo from day to
day. The committes has attached the greatest possible weight o
every argument advanced by the government in support of the
insensate excesses of its offidals, and had made every possible
llowanoe for the exigencies of the situation

ik ted' from farming has been put to non-farm use.
Inthe bst decade, the non-farm use of agricultural land
in the state has increased drastically. Votaries of develop-
ment see things differently — for them, this trend offers
new opportunities and challenges.

However, the transformation of such hill Lowns across the
state is o compelling narrative of change and adaptation,
Oneech risesd by pr ural beauty and self-sus-
lulnmm ommunities, these towns hwl witnessed rapid

mental dig and shifling
I|!'|~i|.}k‘i in l.h( last few decades.

The evolution of Palampur — from a small town to a big
one — serves us a poignant example, showeasing how the
delicate balance between nature and tradition is being
replaoed by conerete structures and modern conveniences.

1S TO THE

Sambhal incident a wake-up call
Refer 1o "Sambhal mayhem'; Sambshal is no
different from other troubled areas wheme
political and religious lead ersneed totake on
responsibility. The ensuing political blame
game has made things worse. The outbreak
of violenos suggests that there were gaps in
the preparedness of the authorities, People
In power must stop using such conflicts as
props to balster their political narrative, This
= another wake- up call for systemic changes.
‘The Sambhal deaths should stir leade s from
all parties to stop putting palitical gains
above national interest,

ANUA JAN, JAMMU

Foster communal harmony

With reference to ‘Sambhal mayhem'; the
dash between protesters and the police in
Sambhal is an unfortunate development. An
Ivesti gathon must be curried out to ascertain
whether the police and the members of the
sirvey team were also responsible for mis-
handling the sitwation. 1t is true that such cas-
8 mres i sed inooourt anly to pash the political
agenda of dividing sodety, One wonders
whther it is the right thing to rake up the past
o provoke ankmosity between two major com-
munities. Such practices vitiate the social
ecosystem. The administration, jucdiciary,
political and religious leadens are contributing
toexaoerbating communal disharmony in the

EDITOR
Adopt

friendly approach

Apropas of 'Guidingg the way'; adopting puni-
tive and retributive steps to make youngsters
realise their mistakes would have an sdverse
impact on their mental health. An affable
approach premised on compassion and empa-
thy would bring sbout the much-needed
change in their behavious Parents and teach:
s st guices them properly through innova-
tive measures that would act as a catalyst for
their growth and development. Th correct and
refine them, recreational and creative ways
that make their growth incusive and learning
experience exhilarating must be adopled. Al
stakeholders must work collectively to guide
them by imparting the dght kind of lessons
wnd make them better dtizens,

RAVI SHARMA, DHARIWAL

Modi might try to help Adani

With reference to ‘Adani ripples in the
neighbourhood’; PM Modi's ties with belea-
guered industrialist Gautam Adani pose a
tremendous risk w India’s economic inter-
ests overseas. Kenya cancelled the airpart
and power transmission deals with the
Adani Group after he was indicted by the
US. In Bangladesh, the High Count has
ordered an inquiry into the government's
controversial power purchase agreement
with Adani, Our nation's foreign policy can-
not be subordinated Lo the interests of one

country, We must try to foster mi-
ty, & prevequisite for India’s development.
ROSHAN LAL GOEL, LADWA

Out-of-the-box initiative by cops
Apropos of ‘Guiding the way'; keeping in
mind the future of young students, the initis-
tive by the Furidkot police to awand an unuesu-
al punishment is o welcome move. Such out-
of the-box initiatives have never been seen in
Punjb. The kids' parents must also be
nvolved in making sure that they do not
repeat such mistakes. The police officials on
duty must also be appreciated as they main-
tained their cool despite having the power o
handle such offenders with strict measures,
Howeves, if such acts get repeated, an exem:
plary punish ment as per low must also be giv-
en o ensure a safe and disciplined soclety:
RAJESH CHANDER BALL, JALANDHAR

business {! . People fear that the
PM may strike a deal wath Trump to help
Adanid, but that will cost India dear.

CAFT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

Higher stakes for US in Ukraine
Refer to ‘Ominous escalation in Russio-
Ukraine war'; amid the deployment of
North Korean troops and the persistent
threat of nudear weapons, the US is getting
more invaolved in the RussiaUkraine war.
Donald Trump has vowed o end the war
within 24 hours, in stark contrast (o the pres
ent US stance of providing the maximum
possible aid to Ukraine, The possible out-
comes can be the continuation of the long
war; a shift in the Western policy forcing
Russia back to the pre-2022 demarcation
line; or Ukraine's surrender to Russa,
VAMIBHAY GOYAL, CHANDIGARH
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Why scaling back troops on LAC is risky

r's

LT GEN DUSHYANT SINGH (RETD)
G, CENTRE FOR LAND
WARFARE STUDIES

NDIA  and  China
appear to be moving
swilly towarcds the nor-
malisation of relations
follewing the meeting
between Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Xi Knping on October 23 in
Kuzan, Russia, held on the
sidelines of the BRICS Sum-
mit. Ay outeome of thetalks
was e initiation of Coomdinat-
ed Joint Patrolling along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC),
India’s stance on its rela-
tionship with China in recent
yvears has  been  frmly
anchored in the principle of
resolving friction points along
the LAC as a precondition for
any meaningful progress,
Experts have long stressed
the importance of a struc-
tured approsch to normaliss-
thon, Involving de-escalathon,
disengagement and the even-
tual dedinduction of troops
from sensitive border areas.
However, given the deep
trust deficit between the two
Asian powers, any move o
revert the Lroop hevels to the
pre-2020 conditions poses
significant risks for India.
Recent weeks have seen o
substantial momentum in

multilateral diplomacy, with
platforms like the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisation
(8000 summit and the G20
meetings fostering an envi-
monment condudve to break-
throughs between the two
mations. Agreements report-

edly under discussion
indude the resumption of
direct  flights, reciprocal

accreditation of journalists
and improved visa facilities,
signalling a potential thaw in
hilateral relations,

While these developments
are welcome, they mepresent
only the low-hanging fruit
Any temptation to scale back
toop deployments o the pre-
020 levels must beresistedas
such a move could prove dis-
astrou s, This caution is mooted
in China’s history of viclating
border agreements, including
the Five Prindples of Feaceful
Coexcistence (1964), the Border
Prace and Trancguillity Agree-
ment (1993), the Agreement

CAUTION: China has repeated iy violated border agreements with india. rm

more recent confrontations
ot Sumdorong Chu, Chumar,
Depsang, Doklam, Gabvan
and Yangtse. This history
underscores the need for con-

on Confidence-Building Mea-
sures { 1096), the Protocol for
the Implementation of Mili
tary  Confidence-Building
Measures  (2005) and the
Workin g Mechanksm for Con-
sultation and Coordination
@2,

Despite 31 rounds of talks
under the Working Mecha-
nism for Consultation and
Coordination frmework and
21 Corps Commanderlevel
discussions  vielding some
progress, these mechanksms
have failed o prevent inci-
dents like the 1962 war, the
1867 Nathu La conflict, the
1675 firing inddent and the

Punjabsroad

¢

TRARCAVEER,  ADGP [TRWFACL ROAD
GONT OF PUMRE SATIETY), sl

O tackle road

sfety issues and

the  aluming

number of road

fotalities in the

state, one of the major chal-
lenges of Punjab, Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann held a
meeting of the Chief Secre-
tary, Tmnsport Minister,
Director General of Police
(DGP), ADGP (Traffich and
Traflic Adviser, Punjab, in
April, 2023, Around 12 to 13
persons die in mishaps every
dlay. An innovative and deter-
mined appmach toreduce the
aceidents was decided upon.
The Punjab Road Safety

and Traffic Research Centre
(PRSTRC) was directed to
identify accident-prone
routes uzsing & meallime
data-driven approach. The
PRSTRC mapped 144 criti-
cal routes spanning 4,100
km, where al least 60 per
cent of the mishaps hap-
pened. usually between 6
pm and midnight, when the
enforcement was lean. With
only 1,800 traffic personnel
for over 1.3 crore vehicles,
180 cities and towns and
more than 72000 km of
highways, Punjab’s 15-year-
old highway patrol system,

with its ageing feet and out-
doted  gacgets, was il
equipped o handle the ris-
ing challenges.

Determined to find aspeedy
solution, the fnandal and
procedural  ohstacles  were
cleared by the CM. On Au gust
11, 223, the Cabinetapproved
the creation of the Sadak
Surakhya Bwce  (SSF.
Designed for 247 pat olling
on the identified high-risk
mutes, the SSF was set up
with 1500 personne inits first
phase, induding 1,255 fresh
mecruits. They underwent a
fgorous shemonth training.
The SSF team has anaverage
e of 22, with women consti-
tuting 28 per cent of the
strength, marking a signifi-
nt step towards gender
exjuality in kaw enforcemnent.

Women  were  earlier
excluded from vehicke driv-
ing and maintenance train-
ing due to outdated norms.
The SSF became the first
Punjab Police unit to have
350 women in motor trans
port training. Incidentally,
all of them had volunteered
for it. A 12module course
was introduced, covering

timued vigilanoe i
bilateral relations and secur-

Afragile trust

The critical question for
Invclin is how much trust cin
be plced in Xi Jinpings
leadership, Time and again,
China has embarrassed India
by expanding its daims to
previously und isputed aneas.
PFor instance, Galwan Valley,
once considered  uncontro-
versial, became a flashpoint.
Similarly, in Bhutan, China
arbitrarily mised the Sakteng
Wildlife Sanctuary as a dis-
puted area to pressure India.

Any haste to
normalise relations
bywithdrawing
troops will only

encourage China to

launch another
majorincursion
(the Big One),
further
undermining
Indias position.

Disputes along the LAC are
categorised as either contest-
e areas or zones of differing
perceptions of the boundary.
Beyond territorial issues,
China's “grey some” tactics
indude cyberattacks — India
is the second-most targeted
country in Asia after Tabwan
— causing losses amounting
to billions of dolars,
Moreover, China setively
interferes in India's nelgh-
‘bourhood, straining relations
with Nepal, Bangladesh, So
Lanka, the Maldives and, toa
lesser  extent,  Bhutan
Instances like is nearsuc
cess in turming the Maldives
against India, gaining port
awress in Sri Lanka, and sus-
pected military activity on
Myanmar's Com  Islands
highlight China's strategic

INCLUSIVITY: Women constitute 28 per contof the total strength of the Sadak Surakhya Force. o

lose their lives every year
while on duty and 80 to 80
per cent of these fatalities
are due to road accidents,
These numbers underscore
the critical need for
improved rosd safety, espe-
dally for those enforeing it.
To address this issue, uni-
forms and vehicles were
designed for enhanced visi
bility and safety, particularly
for night operations. The

crash . emer-
mency response, road eng-
neering basics and advanced
navigation technology. Con
ducted at the inservice
training centre in Kapurtha-
Lo, it focused on imparting
jpractical skills

Data from the National
Crime Records  Bureau
reveals that 650 to 700 police
and paramilitary personnel

uni retroreflec-
tive piping and jackets with
reflective bands. The vehi-
des, Toyota Hilux models,
selected for their safety stan-
dards and off-road capabili
ties, are also equipped with
retroveflective mark ings and
painted in white, red and yel-
low oolours, ensuring maxi
mum visibility in foggy and
lowlight conditions, com-

The Sadak
Surakhya Force
has significantly

reduced road
fatalities in Punjab
by prioritising swili
response, real-time,

evidence-based
policing and
high-visibility
strategies.

monly experdenced during
the winter months,

The SSF was offically
lsunched in January this
year Operational since Feb-
ruary 1, it hasbeen providing
round-theclock patrolling in
all 144 high-risk routes. Each
team has four members,
including at least one
wormnan, and stationed every
30 km to ensure that acch
dent victims receive medical
cure within 15 minutes.

Strategic halting polints,
that have been determined
by using three years' acch
dent data, ensure oplimal
coverage  and  response
time, Patrolling routes and
schedules (morning,
evening, lite night and lean
hours) are planned using
crowd-sourced  data from
Google Maps and TomTom,

manoewvringbo contain Indi-
an influence in the Indian
Ooean region.

In this complex and high-
stakes envimonment, it is dif-
ficult to trust China’s over-
tures or confidence buikding
measures. Inddia must ask:
What assurances, if any, has
Xi Jinping provided to guar
antee that China will not
engage in future conflcts?

Without credible commit-
ments, any premature de-
induction of troops could
embolden Beijing to initiate
further incursions, forcing
India into o settlement on
unfavourable tems,

The path forward
At o time when trust between
India and China ks at its nadir
and China holds an upper
hand in economic, military,
intelligence and technologi-
cal domains, troop deinduc
tion from the LAC must not
b entertained under any cir-
cumstances. For the first
time g@nce Independence,
Chiness toops are deployed
outsicle  their peacetime
sccommodations in the chal-
lenging high altitudes of the
Great Himalayan ran ges.
‘This has ereated significant
challenges for  Beijing,
including back lash from fam.
Hlies due tothe one-chikl poli

distinct, reflecting Bedjing's
logistical and onganisational
challenges.

Incia must maintain consis-
tent military and diplomatic
pressure to compel China to
resolve the border issue on
favourabile terms. Any haste
to normalise relations by
withdrawing troops will only
encourage China to launch
anot her major incursion (the
Big One), further undermin-
ing India’s position.

While economic ties with
China— India's largest trad-
ing partner — offer short-
term benefits, these gains
should not come at the cost of
national security and mili-
tary readiness

India's current achieve-
ments stem from a balanced
application of hard and soft
power. It is imperative tocon-
tinue this approach, keverag:
ing diplomatic and military
strengths to buy time for
enhancing military capabili-
ties, completing the transi-
tion to theaterisation, and
ensuring uninterrupted eco-
nomie growth,

These efforts will help
India realise the vision of
Viksit Bharat' {Developed
India) by 2047 — a nation
‘backed by a robust military,
ready to meet any challenge
from i while

oy, higgh sick ness mtes among
Han Chinese soldiers and the
nmeed to recruit local troops
bettersuited to the harsh con-
ditions of Tibet and Xinjiang.

Despite efforts ot theateri-
sation, the Tibetan and Xin-
Jiang military regions remain

ensuring near-real  time
response and comprehen-
sve coverage.

The secomd phase will
focus on enforcing violations
such as speeding, drunk
diriving, use of mobile phone
while driving and non-com-
pliance with helmet and
seatbelt laws. The SSF vehi-
dles are equiipped with night-
vighon speed guns and public
address systems to guide the
o Lsers.

This evidence-based data-
driven strategy has shown
immediate mesults, Within
elght months, the SS5F has
reduced the average emer
Bency response time Lo just
six minutes and 41 seconds,
saving numerous lives. Han-
dling over 17,000 accident
cases, the S5F has reduced
fatalities on Punjab high-
ways by 20 to 30 per cent.
With the socioeconomic cost
of a single fatal accident
pegged ot Rs 11 crore, the
S88F's monthly operational
cost is less than half the cost
of one fatal crash. [t is one of
the most cost-effective road
safely measures.

The SSF has also playedan
active role in crime preven:
ton, recovery of drugs, arms
and stolen goods, interven-
tion in suickle attempts and
munagement of emergen-
ches, like vehide breakdown
and hazardous material spill

To offset its carbon foot-
print, the S5F planted 5,000
trees along the routes, pro-
moting greenery and ecolog-
ical balance, in line with

ensuring the prosperity and
wellbeing of s dtizens,

Thizs would also prevent
any major clash between
India and China and, thus,
will help both Asian giants
to schieve their centenary
goals peacefully.

initiative shows the way to sater highways

Punjab’s brosder vision of
sustainable development.

Sustained financial and
logistical support is required
for the SSF tomeet the se tar-
gets. Continuous training
and motivation of the force
are essential to maintain the
high standards set for it. The
ongoing  integration  of
advanced technologies like
Al-based surveilllance sys-
tems, predictive analytics
and advanced driver asss-
tance systems (ADAS) offers
opportunities for enhancing
efficiency.  Collaborations
with insurance companies,
which directly benefit from
reduced acddents, could pro-
vide additional finandal sup-
port for the nitiative.

The Sadak Surakhya Force
has revolutionised road safe-
ty in Punjab due to political
will, scientific planning and
dedicated policing. By pri-
oritising inclusivity, visibili-
ty and swift response, along
with realtime, evidence-
‘based policing and high-vis-
ibility strategies, the SSF
has zignificantly reduced
road fatalities, sefting a
benchmark for  highway
safety in Imdia.

The S5F's success demon-
strates how a customised
solution, tailored 1o a state's
needs, can drive meaningful
change. It has positioned
Punjab as a leader in road
safety. The SSF offers a blue
print for safer roads and a
brighter future across the
nation, marking a new para-
digm in road safety.
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Timely reiteration
Verdict on amendments o Preamble is
areminder of worth of secular values

T he Supreme Court of India has done well

tos rebuft an attempt to question the cha-
racterisation of the country as ‘secular’

and “socialist’ in the amended Preamble to the
Constitution, Sections of the right wing have
bieen uneasy for long about the identification of
as one of the of India. This
opposition has acquired traction among those
wha see the combination of the state not Bvour-
ing or opposing any religion and the mmﬂlullnn-
al protection for minorities as that

From a republic to a republic of unequals

anstitution day on November 26, 2024

marked 75 years of the adoption of the

Constitution and constitutional

governance in independent India, The
Comstituent Assembly debates show the
intellectual engagement of leaders from a
spectrum of ideologies, right wing to left wing, in
building a single political identity that was
accommodative of the interests and rights of
multiple culiural groups,

The Constitution-makers accepted the liberal
framework, but wanted the state to play a positive
robe in intervening and reducing inequality due 1o
poor social indicators at the time of
Indlependence. With liberalism, as a political
ideclogy, there was an insistence that there
should be freedom for citizens to carry out

renders the polity m-'uclu-uoculur - The rrh;lnnl
ption of the muk WS

that the Constitution - wnth Ils emphasis on
equality before law and equal treatment of all
sections, besides the incorporation of the right o
pmicml practise and propagate any religion and
dom of belief a i in the funda-
mental rights chapter - is inherently secular. In
terms of economic policy, Dr, B.R. Ambedkar op-
posed amendments to include the word 'social-
st by arguing that the Constituent Assembly
should not tie down future generations to any
particular form of economy. Therefore, the
words did not form part of the Preamble adopted
along with the Constitution in 1949, but were con-
wroversially added through the 42nd

withesut any state interference, There
was the belief that only in a free environment
could human potentialities, be they intellectual,
moral and physical, be realised. Thus, liberiy
beeame the core value of liberalism,

The Indian Constitution makers agreed o
create a liberal political state in India, But
considering the social and economic inequalities,
they felt that a complete withcrawal of the state
wonikd pes 'pctu«un. the existing inequalities and
worsen it further, So, it was that the state should
be given a positive role w intervene and create
conditions for everyone to participate equally in
the development process. Thus, affirmative
action and reservation policies 1o treat unequals
In an unequal manner to achieve the

enacted during the Emergency. However, that
may nedt be reason encugh for the courts to strike
clown thelr inclusion based on weit petitions led
in 2020, about 44 vears after the amendment,
The Court, in 5.R. Bornmal (1994}, ruled that
secularism is a basic feature of the Constitution,
In another case, it sabd: “Secularism essentially
represents the natbon's commitment to treat per-

vision of equality have become an
Impnrlant aspect of the Indian Constitution,

An egalitarian outlook

Its vision of equality abms to create an egalitarian
soclety to minimise economic inequalities amaong
the people. Reflecting John Rawls' egalitarian
liberalism, including the three important
Fn'!nclpltmuq-ual basic liberties, equal

sons of all fiths equally and without
tion.” Regarding the term ‘socialist’, it is clear
that its presence in the Preamble hus not been an
impediment to adoption of lws or policies and
practices that open up sectors of the economy o

open market competition. As the Beneh of Chiel

Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kurmar has pointed out, India has developed its
own interpretation of secularism, “wherein the
State nedther suppons any religion nor penalises
the profession and practice of any faith”, Similar-
Ty, the term “socialism' embodies "the p ple
of economic and social justice, wherein the State
ensures that no citizen is disadvantaged due o

ic or social ci nees”, The Court
has not countenanced the argument that the in-
clusion of these words came during the Emergen-
oy, when Parliament’s term was extended, noting
that this aspect was debated in Parlisment in 1978
when the 44th Amendment Act was considered,
As the Constitwtion completes 75 years of exis-
tence, the verdict upholding the inclusion of the
terms ‘secular’ and ‘sociulist’ amounts to a timely

of these f

Scot-free
Donald Trump starts second term with
adean slate after major legal reprieve
P resident-elect Donald Trump has won a

mmajor legal reprieve after Special Counsel

Jack Smith of the Department of Justice
(DO moved to drop the prosecution against him
for attempting to overturn the results of the 2020
election — a request granted by the District Judge
hearing the case. Mr. Trump, who was in office
until 2021, faced criminal charges for encourag:
ing a violent mob to attack the LS. Capitol on Ja-
nuary 6 of that year, Judge Tanya Chutkan said
that she had dismissed the election interference
charges “without prejudice”, which suggests that
a future prosecution might be on the cards after
Mr, Trump's second term, and when his legal im-
munity ends, Mr. Smith has also filed motions o
o all federal charges against Mr, Tromp that
relate to his “mishandling” of classified docu-
ments andd attempts o obstruct liw enforcement
officers secking evidence, Mr, Smith noted that
the DOJ “forbids the federal indicement and sub-
sequent criminal prosecution of a sitting Presi-
dent”, while adding the decision not w proceed
with the indictments and trinls was "not based on
the merits or strength of the case against the de-
fendlant.” Two additional cases of criminal indict-
ments are also now in legal limbo, A case on elec:
tion interference in Georgia has been paused
pending an appeals court decision, and in the
New York case in which Mr. Trump was convict-
ed on fraud charges linked to paying off an adult
film star for her silence over an alleged affair, his
conviction hus been indehnitely delayed.

Mr. Trump, who was impesched twice on
charges relating to his role in the 2021 insurrec
tion and for pressuring Ukraine President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy to investigate President Joe Bi
den's son Hunter for corruption, has now
effectively been given a clean slate for his second-
termn agenda. Mr. Trump's ruuuundnr win earlier
this month suggests that a majority of voters were
not swayed by the ongoing cases and the nearly
100 charges that he faced. Now, armed with the
confidence of a significant number of supporters,
he has a free hand to shape the domestic and fo-
reign policy paradigms with the help of Republi-
can lawmakers who control both Houses of the
U5, Congress and conservatives who dominate
the Supreme Court, The question that more than
74 million Americans who votec for his rival, Vice
President and Democrat candidate Kamala Har-
ris, must be wondering about is whether Mr,
Trump will proceed further down a divisive path
on sensitive issues such as immigration, repro-
ductive rights and the economy, or whether, with
less to lose now than ever before, he might strike
a maore bipartisan note and build bridges with his
political oppasition for the betterment of all.

M
K

i and diff the Ce
aims w create an egalitarian society. The
fundamental rights in Part 1Land the Directive
Principles of State Policy (DPSP) in Part IV of thee
Constitution reflect all the above three principles
of egaliarian liberalism. Thus egalitarian
liberabisam wims w reduce inequality and not
create an absolute equal society, Article 38(2) of
DPSP insists that the state shall strive to minimise
the inequalities of incorme and eliminate
Inequalities in status, facllities ulldup;mrlurdhes

Venknta:

Ay

Sethuraman

Associate Professar

and Wead of the
Ll

the 1990, In 0.8, Nakara & Others vs Union Of
Inediir (1962), the Court said that the basic
fi af socialism in the Constitution is 1o

of this, the top 1% income has reached 22% of the
togal income pushing back 1o an inequality
ituation worse than that in the

provide a decent standard of life w the working
peeple and social security from cradle o grave,
reterating the role of the welfare state in India. In
Alr India Statutory Corporation vs United Labour
Linien & Ors (1996), the Court said that the
ideological aspects of the Indian Constitution
found in the Preamble, Fundamental Rights and
IWGP aim to establish an egalitarian social order,

Intermational Studies,
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Histary at Christ

University, Bengalur

I‘lw ne -llhcral

The eonstitutional i
emphasis on reducing 1nu:|uuu|tlwuml creating
an egalitarian society based on equal
opportunities and facilities through state
Intervention. Further, Article 39(c) emphasises
that the economic system ought not to result in a
concentration of wealth and means of production
tox the comman detriment,

The Supreme Court of India has reiterated this
principle in many of its judgments tll the end of

order shadows
the
comstitutional
viston of
creating an
egalitarian
sochal order

in India

g social and Justice and the
d.ljlﬂllyl“ individual by providing equality of
attus and opportunities,

Im Samentha vs State of Andhra Pradesh & Ors,
(1967), the Court interpreted that the meaning of
the word "soclalism” in the Constitution is o
reduce inequalities in income and provide equal
opportunities and facilities w create an
egalitarian social order, Justice V.R. Krishna lyer's
Interpretation of Article 3%(b) of the DPSP, in
State Of Karnataka And Anr Ete vs Shri
Ranganatha Reddy & Anr. Etc, that public and
private resources all within the ambit of
community resources, was in ine with the
constitutional ideology of creating an egalitarian
society by strengthening the state's power of
redistribution of resources for common good
towards reducing inequality,

But recently, the Court overturned this
Imterpretation without loeating it within Article
390c), which empowers the state to intervene and
regulate the economic system to prevent the
concentration of wealth in the hands of & few
towards creating an egalitarian society.

Economic reforms and inequality

Alter the adoption of neoliberal economic
redorms in Indin, the constitutional ideslogy 1ok
a back seat and the idea of a welfare state as
envisaged in the Constitution has withdrwn its
commitments towards creating an egalitarian
society, Lucas Chancel and Thomas Piketty from
the Paris School of Economics have documented
the rising inequality in Inclia in their work,
“Inclian Income Ineguality, 1922005 From
British Raj to Billionaive Raj?” (2019)

Their research shows that the wp 1% of earners
had a share of less than 21% of total income in the
19305, But after Independence, due to welfare
state intervention, based on constitutional
ideology, this gap reduced where the top 1%
earners had a share of 6% of the wtal income in
the 1980s,

Adter the implementation of neoliberal reforms
in the 1990s, there were major structural changes
that happened in the Indian economy, which
pricritised private capital investment and a slow
withdrawal of the welfare interventionist state,
The state ook the positive role of creating and
strengthening markets rather than working
towards creating an egalitarian society, as
envisaged in the Constitution, As a consequence

pre-Independence period, They reiterated this
inegualivy status in their recent research in 2024
emphusising that the p 1% of income and
wealth shares have reached 22.6% and 40.1% by
202223, which is considered very high,

The “State of Inequality in India Repo
(2022), prepared by the Instinste for
Competitiveness (commissioned by the Economic
Advisory Couneil to the Prime Minister),
highlighted the Periodic Labour Force Survey
2019-20, which recorded that average momthly
wages of 125,000 (23 lakh an annum) is being
earned by the top 10% and the remaining S0%
eirn less than €.25,000 a month, This shows
extreme im.:juallly and how the majority are
being pushed into Ermrl)ﬂ vinlating
constimtional ideology.

An overlap with social inequality

Further, the report titled “Towards Tax Justice
and Wealth redistribution in India” (2024 by the
World Inequality Lab at the Paris School of
Economics), has brought in evidence tw show
ow ecomomic inequality and soclal inequalicy
overlap in India, By 202223, 00% of the
billionaire wealth was held by the upper castes in
Invelin, Schecubed Tribes are not present in
billionaire wealth. Other Backward Clisses (OBC)
have a mere 10% presence and Scheduled Castes
have a 2,6% representation in billionaire wealth,
The report further emphasises that berween 2004
and 2022, the OBC share has reduced from 200
o 10% and upper caste share has increased from
A0% 1o A0% in billionaire wealth, The upper
castes are the only group which owns wealth
mare than its proportion of population,
reiterating how social capital and economic
advantages are overlapping in India, Further,
Oxcfarm International highlights the rise in the
number of billionaires from nine in the year 2000
to 119 in 2023, It further compares income
mequality and shows that it will take 941 years for
o PRI WARE SATEr 1o earn whit o top
corporate executive eams a year in India,

The constitutional vision of creating an
egalitarian social order by minimising income
inequality and eliminating social inequality is
under threat from the neoliberal ideological
order, Violating the constitutional ldmhw,

levels are

wealth concentration arlu:ngthoiw Further,
okl ineguality overlaps with economic
mequality to give the upper castes a greater
advantage in contemporary India, Constitution
Dy has passed, but there is an opportanity for us
w critically evaluate our political and economic

within the c ira ke, 1o
assess our achi and Failures,
Babasaheb's wards that social and economic
megualivy will put political democracy in peril,

Anideal way to treat India’s corneal blindness problem

espite strong support for eye donation in
l) India, with millions, including popular

film actors, pledging tw donate, an acute
shortage of comneas persises. There is a need o
perform about 1,00,000 cormneal transplants
every year, but only 30% of this need is being
met, On the demand side, many fellow citizens
lead a lifetime of avoldable sight loss, waiting for
sight-restoring tissue. The solution on the supply
sicle are the millions dying in Indian hospitals
every day who are eligible w donate their tissues
= but do not, What if we "presume consent’ and
treat them all us cornea donors? News reports
note that, indeed, a "presumed consent’
amendment to the Transplantation of Human
Organs and Tissues Act (THOTA), 1994, is in the
wiorks o allow cornen retrieval from all eligible
dheaths in hospitals,

The mwmde of the problem
Inclian are seriously oo
"prcsllmod consent” approach to comeal
donations because of the scale of the problem,
The carnea is the llllnn tluumuwrlm-ml'lllc
eye. Infecti i
cin turm it npuque rnrne:ll l]pm, i
second major cause of blindness i
these whe are 50 years and older, and the
primary cause in those younger, An estimated 1.2
million people live with comeal opacities in India
and about a third can be treated with a corneal
transplant. These numbers make India one of the
Largest populations with corneal bl in the
warld, However, most corneal blindness is
preventable or treatable, For those eligible for
treatment, corneal transplant surgery is an
effective intervention, In fact, it is the most
frequently performed transplant in the world,
Critical to enabling corneal transplants is an ‘eye
bank’, which handles ethically sourced corneas,
processes them, and makes them available w eye
cons, India does not have enough eye banks
of the necessary standard, nor does it have

the
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A
‘vonsent-driven
donation’
approach s a
step that can
eliminare
avoldahle
corneal

vishon loss

enough corneal surgeons. Along with procuring
atimated that there is a need for 50
- ing eye banks (there are about 12 o
H today) and 500 active corneal surgeons
performing 200 transplants on average eve
year, With appropriste legislation enabling this
approsch, the target of 1L,00,000 comeal
transplants a year can be reached,

Presumed consent versus required request
‘Presumed consent’ addresses the problem of
cornea scarcity alome. At first glance, it eliminates
alot of red tape: the permissions, the wait for a
post-mortem examination, even the effort of
convineing the next-of-kin, Unless the deceased
has left behind explicit instructions ‘not i
donate” it is presumed that they are i tissue
donor. As corneas need 1o be retrieved within
elght o 10 hours after death, reducing any delay
Increases the viabilivy of the donated tissue,
Ullm'r!nI“Il “in’ should boost the suppl_-,' of
corneas and bring us closer to elimi,

consent’ system, They have a policy of ‘soft”
optin or & “Required Request’ policy and seck
formial consent from families before acquiring
carneas — even if all citizens may be deemed as
donors, In addition to ‘required request’, the key
to theeir success is public education and

across the comen

pipeline.

A model that works

Inclia ton has o successiul moded of ‘required

request’ corneal donation: a hospital comea

retrieval Emwammc (HCRP), General hospitals
ot

handle a lot of mortality and are thus sies for
rrmlmlm: cormeal donations, In an HCRP, a grief
the kinof the

and initiates a conversation, gently motivating
them to consider a donation, The donation is
processed only after recelving explicit consent
from the kin, While itis a delicate task, grief
counselling has had remarkable success in

corneal blindness in India.

The universal optin approach runs the risk of
undermining a key enabler of corneal donations:
consent. Corneal donation and transplantation
are a sensitive partnership between the public,
the corneal specialist community, and the
paolicymakers, The public consists of cornea
donors who voluntarily donate corneas, and
recipients, who value the donation and comply
with follow-up care. Corneal specialists facilitate
this transaction with their skills. Policymakers
support this healthy eycle with appropriate
legislation.

Presumed consent distorts this Fmrlnurﬂhil:w
negating the need for secking consent from the
next of kin, While it might speed up cornea
retrieval, there is lietle evidence that such a law is
necessary o sobve the problem of corneal
searcity. The countries with the best organ
clonation rates in the world (Spain, the United
Staves and Portagal) do not aperate a “presumed

the availability of corneas for
transplantation.

OF the 1,40,000 cormeas harvestec by the
Ramayumma Internutional Eye Bank at the LV,
Prasad Eye Institute (LVPED in Hyderabad, in 35
years, over TO% have come fram HCRP. This year,
the LVPEI marked over 50,000 comeal
transplants performed, thanks o this approach,
In the States of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and
Oclisha, there is no waiting list for corneal
transplants, unlike other parts of the country
with months-long waiting lists, It has also been
foune that the ‘Required Request approach
encouriges comea donation. 1t offers some
closure to grieving relatives, Donor families often
mention the satisfaction in knowing that their
loved ones’ eyes live on, letting others see.

It is therelore possible for India o eliminate
avoidable corneal vision loss by investing ina
consent-driven denation paradigm, 50
high-functioning eyve banks, and by activating 500
corneal surgeons. Let us act now,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘Court on the Preamble

The highest court's verdict
on the petitions challenging
the inclusien of the words
‘secular’ and ‘socialist’ in
the Preamble to the
Constitution is a triumph for
all right-thinking citizens of
this nation [Frant page,
“'Secular, socialist’ to stay
In Constitution's Preamble:
SC", Movember 26),

povernance since

the nation well,

ethos and fostering

Secularism has been an
enduring principle of

Independence, even if some
povernments have not fully
honoured It, It has served

safeguarding our pluralistic

harmaony. Preserving this
ideal is essentlal to avolding

the upheaval that its

eresion would

bring,

As Ior socialism), the
petitioners appear to have
misunderstood its intent,
conflating it with the
authoritarianism of Stalin's
USSR or Mag's China,
However, as the Court aptly
observed, Indian socialism
has always been about
ensuring the welfare of the

y | needy,ac jonate
principle that has
strengthened the fabric ef

Ever since the advent of the
Commission far Air Quality
Management in National

Capital Region and
Adjoining Areas Act, 2021
and related technical

enforcement or farmer
mindset, Feeble fines and
flying squads are a
regrettable excuse for

having an inert tax-payer
funded commission. That
satellite data is disputed is 3

our democracy, There is expertice, the solutions major problem. Citizens
nothing in it to fear or suggested have only existed | meanwhile stare into a toxic
oppase. on paper, There has hardly haze of uncertainty,

.6, Menon, been a paradigm shift in Gyl Mathew Thomas,
Tripursthaira, Kerala technology adeption, New Delni

Letters emalled to
lettersiithehindu,co.in
must carry the full pastal
address,
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Between hope and hurdles on the high seas

National Jurisdiction (BRN])

Agreement - better known
as the High Seas Treaty - has
drawn both praise and scepticism
e muritime observers, Hadled
a8 @ landmark step in ocean
governance, the treaty seeks (o
protect marine ecosystems and
promote the sustainable use of
resources in areas beyond national
Jurisdiction. However, despite its
laudable intentions to address
critical gaps in international
maritime regulation, the pact's
structural complexites and
potentinl challenges warrant
examination,

As the third implementing
agreement under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS), the BEN] treaty
follows earlier accords on
deep-sea mining and hisherles
management. Its provisions focus
an three objectives; conserving
marine biodiversity, ensuring
equitable sharing of benefits from
marine genetic resources, and
manddating environmental impact
assessments for harmiul activities,
Yet, like many ambitious
multilateral agreements, it risks
falvering against geopolitical
rivalries, jurbsdictonal overlap,
and weak enforcement
mechanisms,

miclla's recent signing of the
l Bindiversity Beyond

with challenges
The treaty's ambitious goals are
tempered by s lack of a clear
implementation roadmap, With
only 14 of its 104 signatories
having ratified the agreement, It
remains far from the required
threshobd of 60 needed to come
imto force, Much of the hesitation
stems from disputes over
maritime territories, particularky
im regions such as the South China
Sea, where overlapping claims
complicate consensus on Marine
Protected Areas (MPAS), Southeast
Aslan nations remain divided on
whether high-seas "national
parks” could affect territorial
claims or limit economic
apportunities for coastal
communities that depend on

Abshijit singh
Head of the Maritime
Palicy Inltiative st
QRF, New Delhi

India's slgning
of the
Ilodiversity
Beyvond Natlonal
Jurisdiction
Agreement has
wion prafse bt
there Is also
scepticlsm as
there are
structural
complexites
and challenges

marine resources. Bay of Bengal
states echo similar apprehensions
about MPAs affecting livellhood
and resource access, underscoring
thwe broader regional hesitations
surrounding the treaty's
Implementation. Crities argue that
thee treaty's emphasis on the
“high-sens principle” risks

governance, its potential hinges on
bridging the gap between
ambition and action, [1s greatess
Timitation lies in failing o
reconecile high-seas governance
with coastal regulations, assuming
imternational waters can be
managed in isolutdon despite the
impact of pollstion, overfishing,

overshadowing the “commaon and habitat destruction in EEZs,
heritage of mankind” concept, More troubling is the reluctanee
which prioritizes preservation of constal states to assume greater

over access, One of the treaty’s
most contentious provisions
Irvolves marine genetic resources,
The treaty obligates nations o
share the profits derived from
exploiting these resources through

responsibility for activities within
their waters, While the treaty
mandates environmental impact
assessments (ELAs) for planned
activities, it remalng silent on the
damaging huemy during ofl and

The return of the Adani solar beam

Adanis indictment, by the LS, finds re

ance in the S

litieal discourse

T, Ramakrishnan
rmakrshinan. pgrchehi nc, con

early 10 years afer
N (now Tamil Nadu Chief

Minister and the ruling
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
or DMK's president) MK, Sta-
lin had kicked up a row over
the move by the Tamil Nadu
Generation and Distribution
Corporation (TANGEDCO)
buy solar power from the Ada-

Tarnil Nadu

bribsis™ 1o Inediin government

a global fund, However, without s exploration — that the pact ni Group - Jayalalithaa of the | officials between July 2021 and
robwust accountability measures, does not eover - and whicl All Indlin Anna Dravida Mune | February 2022,

this provision risks being constitutes an important netra Kazhagam  (ATADMK)

undermined by wealthber nations economic interest of states. This was the Chief Minister then - | Government’s clarification
unclerreporting their activities, gap, compounded by the the Adani atfuir has come back | Hours after the issue erupted

The pact also risks conflicting with
regimes like the Convention on
Biological Diversity, potentially
dlsmdvantaging smaller states and

disinclination of states to accept
an international review of ElAs,
exposes the inheremt weaknesses
i thie treaty's enforcement

toy hane Mr. Stalin,

In July 2005, Mr. Stalin, who
wans in the Opposition and the
DME's treasurer, wanted then

fragmenting enforcement. Tramework, particularly in regions Energy Minister Natham R,
Capaeity building and with weik instiutional capacity Viswanathan to explain the

technology transfers present yet and conflicting domestic and determination of the purchase

another challenge for low and Imternational legal standards, price of T.01 per undt for solar

micdle income countries. The nwer from the group, which

treaty calls for equitable Bridging the divide d quoted T6.049 per unit in
rinerships in ocean sclence, but | For the High Seas Treaty w Madhya Pradesh,

acks enforceable mechanisms,
leaving less capable nutions

succeed, It must overcome its
struetural and political Hmitations,

In the run-up to the 2006
Assemibly poll oo, Mr, Stalin

on November 21, 2024, the
DME regime, which came o
power in May 2021, fielded
Electricity Minister V., Senthil-
balaji tw fssue a clrification,
Hee was on record o say that
there was “no commercial
Hnk™ with the group over the
Lust three years, and “no link
whatsoever” in any manner
with the graup.

Explaining that the Stae
povernment hid entered into

vulnerable to being sidelined. This requires a radical shift in had alleged that there was cor- | memoranda of understanding
Asymmetry threatens 1o mmaritime governance - ane that ruption behind the conglom- | with entities falling under the
perpetuate inequalities in integrates high-seas and constal erate's plan to set up a 648 | comtrol of the Union Power Mi-
miaritime research and regulations inte o cohesive maegnwatt solar power plant in | nistry to procure electrieity,
governance, framework. Coastal states, Kamudhi, Ramanathapuram | Mr. Senthilbalajl - explained

The treaty's focus on the high particularly those in the Global dlistriet. that the State wility's agree-
seas overlooks the South, need incentives to align The controversy follows the [ ment was only with the SECT
Interconnectedness of marine thelr domestic Liws with U5, Department of Justice’s | o purchase electricity for

ecosystems, where harmiul
activities in EEZs often cascade

international norms, while
wealthier nations must commit o

criminal indictment of the

chairman of the Adani Grmp_

1,500 MW at 1261 per unit,
which was “very low”. Mr.

Into International waters, The 2021 | providing technical and fnancial Gautam Adani and several of | Senthilbalaji himsell was re-
X-Press Pearl disaster off S Lanka, | support to ensure the treaty’s his associates recently. An- | cently re-dnducted in the Ste
which spilled hazardous chemicals | benefits are equitably shared. nounced by the US. Attor- | Cabinet as Electricity Minister
It the Inelian Ocean, is a stark The treaty's success wltimately "5 Ofice for the Eastern | after having been in remand
reminder of hew localised hinges on fostering a collective District of New York last week, | for about 470 days in connec-
Incidents can have global commitment among nations to the indictment mentions Ta- | ton with a money lhwndering
repercussions, Similarly, safeguard the oceans as a shared mil Nadu as one of the States | case.
overfishing within the EEZs in global resource, Without political whose electricity distribution The ltest development in-
West Africa has depleted fish consensus, clear strategies, and companies had signed agree: | volving the Adani Group has
stocks far beyond national enforceable mechandsms, the ments with Solar Energy Cor- | prompted  the  Communist
Jurisdictions, exacerbating marine | BEN] risks becoming an ineffective poration of India SECD, acen | Party of India (Marxist), a
resource scarcity on the high seas Instrument — an outcome the tral government enterprise, | DME ally, to demand a probe
While the BEN] Agreement oceans, already under immense for Adani-provided solar pow: | by the Central Bureau of In-
uspires 1o reshape global ocean stress, cannot atford, er. The group is alleged w | vestigation; it even stged a

have put forth the " promise of

demonstration in Chennal in
support of its demand. The
General Secretary of the CPL
another ally of the DME, 1, Ra-
Ja, said that the American in-
dictment called in question
not only the personal integrity
of Mr, Adani and his business
empire but also the Integrity
of Indian watchdogs and the
administration under which
“such unethical  practices"
were flowrishing,

The AIADMEK chief, Edap-
paddi K, Palaniswami, has been
quiet even though he could
have gone to town with an is-
sue to target his principal ad-
versary, the DMK (and Mr. Sta-
lim), as well as the national
party, the Bharatiya Janata
Party, with whom he fell out
about 15 months ago. Mr., Pala-
niswami has been consistent
in malntaining that there will
b o truck with the national
party for the 2026 Assembly
poll. It was left to Pattali Mak-
kal Katchi founder 5. Rama-
dhoss and Naam Tamilar Katchi
coordinator Seeman to rajse
questions over the purported
Adani-Stalin meeting in Chen-
wil four months ago. Me. See
man, who has been saying
thut he will go it alone for the
2026 Assembly poll, appears
e be on the same page as the
AIADMEK on one sswe - on the
“taclt  understanding”  bet
ween the DME and the BT

Backing his Minister's ob-
servations on the issue, Mr,
Stalin has dismissed the ques-
tion on the 'meeting' with Mr,
Adand, He sald Dr, Ramadoss
did not have “any work to do”,
He went on o say that as Dr,
Ramadoss had been issuing
statements one after the othe
er, there was "no necessity™ o
reply to his query,

With the principal Ownui-
tion party appearing to be un-
willing to act, the Adani issue
may ot acquire  much
strength o target the DMK, Tt
I8 expeeted o febe out,

i
In NPP win, signs of inclusive and collaborative politics

| DATA POINT

The coalition won more than 0% of the vote share in 16 of the 22 electoral districes in Sri Lanka

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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edd the 50 mark. But, in the 2024
ary polls, the NPPs

L Ramakrishnon

he takeaway is clear - in
T the recent parllamentary
podl in Sri Lanka, the Ja-
natha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP).
led Natbonal People’s Power (NPF),
a coalition comprising civil society
proups and trade unions, now has
a pan-Sri Lanka aﬁpmbl. Since the
introduction of the Proportional
Representation system in 1978, no
Sinhala-majority political forma-
tion has been able o gain a footh-
old in the Northern and Enstern
Provinees, where ethnie minori-
ties live in large numbers, to the
extent that the NPP did this time,
Perhaps, this is a development
that may ke the country, onee
battered by an ethnic contlict, 1o
wirds political integration,
The fray in the presidential poll

vole share exceeded 50% in 16
electoral districts,

The NPP's recent wvietory is
much blgger than the Sr Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPPYs vie
tory In the 2020 Parllamentary
poll (Table 2). The NPIMs vole
share saw a 19,3 percentage point
rise (from 42.3% to 61T In the
2024 parllamentary polls, eom.
pared with the 2024 presidential
palls. Whereas the SLPIMs vele
share Increased only by 6.8 per
centage points (52.3% o 59.0%) in
the 2020 parliamentary polls com-
pared with the 2019 presidential
polls. Moreover, unlike the NPI,
the SLPP, four years ago, was in an
electoral adjustment with smaller
parties in many districts, Interest-
inggly, the SLIP, then, did not put
wp i candidate in Jaffna, untike the
present ruling formation which

wis evenly balanced, with eandi-
dates of the NPT and Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (51B) and an indepen-
dent, Ranil Wickremesinghe, bat-
ting it out. In November though,
the NPP enjoyed a clear sdvantage
from the beginning as the frag:
mented S1B did not even put up
the semblance of a fight, While
muny observers predicted that the
NPP would be well abead, it went
on (o bag an over two-thirds ma-
Jority, In 2020, the NPMs vote
share did not cross the 10% mark
im amy of the 22 electoral districes.
The coalition received the maost
vistes in Hambantota (8.4%) and
Matara (7.8%), both from the
Southern Provinee, Overall, the
NPP received only 3.8% of the total
votes polled (Table 1),

Even in the 2024 presidential
poll, when the Vs chiel Anum
Kumara Dissanayake emerged as
the winner, he did not cross the
50% mark in the first round (e
cluding preferences). In the presi-
dential poll, the party's vote share
wis in single digits in the Northern
Provinee (Jafina and Vanni dis-
tricts). In anly four districts, Galle,
Matara and  Hambantota, and
Gampaha, the vote share exceed:

L

contested everywhere now,

Another Important factor was
the KPP dislodging an established
party, the llankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi {ITAK), in four out of five
districts in the Northern and East-
e provinces,

Table 3 shows the downward
trend of the ITAK in the fve dis-
tricts, with a marginally upward
movement in Digamadulla (Mus-
lirms have a sizeable presence) and
Barticaloa (Hindus/Tamils consti-
tute the majority), The NPP's per-
formance in Jaffna in the 2024 par:
liamentary poll, was stronger than
that of the ITAK,

Sections of politieal experts ane
of the view that the voters in the
MNorth, especially in Jaffng, are
coming out of the grip of forces of
Tamil nationalism  which  have
been harping on political settle
ment at the cost of livelihood is-
sues, The ruling coalition’s themes
such as anti-corruption and its em-
phuisis on a comprehensive reform
agenda  for the country  have
pained eurrency among substan.
tial sections of voters in the ethnic
minoritesdominant  areas oo,
The key message was that the mi-
morities have begun seeing the coa:
litlen as a qualitative abernative,

Breaking new ground

Thie daitn foe this tlkes e sourced frm the Ebsetion Commigsien of S Lanka

The first meove: Sl Lanka's President Anurs Kumara
Dissannyake casts his vate In the country’s pariamentary

election

Y

Table 1: The h h It
Paophe's Powar (figures in %)

pell

Colombo 51 12 06
Gampaha 50 ws | s
Kalutara an ara : 6.1
m’r“'n 28 423 4.6
Matsle T 28 | aa 652
Muwaraliys 12 132 "ne
Galle a9 L8] (1%}
Matars I s 098
Hambanatata LE} 520 66.4
Jafina 0.2 3 49
Wannl 0.3 2% 04
Baitlcalon 01 122 183
Digamadulls | 13| 187 03
Trincomalin 11 08 415
Kurumegah | 87 | 482 06
Puttalim 28 M1 | s
Anuradhapura T aT4 | 6.2
Polonaruwa | 28 | A61 | 687
Bodulla 39 "7 56
Manaragain a "o M3
Ratnapurs 27 103 0ne
Kegslle an 4 ™

423 6L6

Overalt 3.8

Table 33 The table shows the llankal Tamil Arasu Kadehi
(ITARY's parformance in the north and east {figunes in %)

\ “ ey
‘Suppress Competition
WASHINGTON, Nov, 26

The U8, Government has sued 20 major
American publishers, accusing them of dividing
up world book markers ina ummlmcy with
British publishers. The British Publishers
Association, consisting of nearly all major
publishers in the United Kingdom, was named
48 i co-conspirator but not as o defendant. The
that the U.5, defendants - including
sueh pulbslishing giants as MoGraw-Hill,

m 2000 ll:l:llml)‘ m”

dntrin L5 195

Vanni 3.6 152 it alle
e 106 16.7

Dl gemadulla [X] LX)

Batticaolon 26,7 a8

® Suctions af political experts are of the view that vaters in the
noeth, especially in Jafing, are coming out of the grip of the
forces of Tamil nationadism, whose thame has besn ta harp on
poktical settlement at the cost of livelihood |sues

Tabie 2: The table shows the performance of the Sri Lanka
Padhujana Perumana (figures in %)

Flectoral 2009 presidential
poll

district

Colambo 532 570
Goampohn | wi 158
Kabarn | ws | i1
:Immn 504 G858
Matale 554 155
Nuwarssliys | we | 5
aalle i )
Matara i3 6
Hambantota [ 66,2 [ .
Joffan | 0 | s
Vannl | 123 | ns
Batticalon 127 | 1
Dlgamadully | na | 7
Trincomates | 04 | 13
Kurumogals | 50 | 89
Putalam | we | i
Anuradhapurs | wo 0
Polannsruws | sp | n
Badulla vy 521
Monaragsla “s | 1
Ratnapura 58,9 LA
Kegate | 561 | 6.3
Overall [ 523 [ 59,1

“Net appiterble, The SLPP did nat fekd o condiclare o Jaffe

Inc, Harper and Row, Crosset and
Drunlap and Random Houwse - hisd for 30 years
worked out exclusive marketing territories
throughout the world, eliminating U.S.-Britsh
competition in these countries.

When the same book was 1o be published in
beth countries, the American houses granted
licences to British publishers, giving them

exe husive rights for publieation, distribution and
sales in some 70 countries now or formerly
members of the Commonwealth,

The British publishers reciprocated by agreeing
not to publish the book i the LS, and certain
other countries, partiewlarly Canada and the
Philippines, the suit alleged.

The Justice Department charged that the
miethod of slicing up markets o suppress
competition among publishers deprived hook
buyers of the benefits that might flow from such
competition. The suit urged the court to lssue an
Injunction barring the defendants and alleged
co-conspirators perpetually from restraining
competition between American and British
publishers. No damages were sought,

The LS. exports booles waorth $250 millions (fs.
200 crores) each year and imports books worth
10 million (Rs, 12 eroses). The United
Kingcom exports more than $165 millions (Rs.
132 eroves) worth of books, the suit said.-Reuter,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 27, 1924
SO e

Cinchona in Bengal.

(Associabed Press of India)

CALCUTTA, Nov, 26

The area under Cinchona plantation during last

year in Bengal increased to 3,055 acres and

further extension of the area is expected next

year, Total produets from loeal and Java bark at

the Govermment factory were 58,822 Ibs of

which 43,264 |bs were gquinine sulphate. The

policy of the Government of Bengal Is to

maintain and, if possible, extend the cinchona

plantations and at the same time o improve and

develop the Bwctory in order o meet the

requirements of the Provinee,
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
Number of accused in

Suspects arrested in a

land-for-jobs case

THE3@mHINDU

Norway's estimated

Number of complaints

More than half of the

major cybercrime

fiscal support for

against Lalu Prasad

The CBI filed before a Delhi
court the requisite sanctions
o prosecute 30 sccused in a

case related to the alleged land-far-jobs
scam involving farmer Railway Minister
Lalu Prasad, The case pertains to Group-D
appolntments made in the West Central
Zone of the Rallvisys durng Lalu Prasad's
enwre bn return for land parcels gifted o
tranaferred by the recruits, PTI

operation in Africa

Interpol

1,006 = -

9 SUSPECES In
Alrica during a two-month operation to
tackle cybercrime that left tens of
theusands of victims, Including same wha
were trafficked, and produced millions in
financial damages. Inerpal

Ukraine in 2025

In illien, Morway will
™ radse its fiscal support

30 billken crowns (52,7 bllien] from 27
Billion crowns this year, Prime Minister
Jonas Gahe Stoere said, The minority

centre-beft government had last month

received by India’s

population of Sudan

fowr Ubiralne neat year 1o

35,000 wictims, with cases linked to §193
millian in lasses worldwide, AP

ti Ukraing in 2025, triggering eriticism fram
appasition parties, REUTERS

Just 15 Billien crowns

advertisement council

4,01

Council of India (ASCI) said the
sell-regulatory body received 4,016
complaims during the first hall, of which
3,031 were ivestigated and 88% of them
neaded some modification, The real estate
sector has emerged a5 the most violative
segment during the first hall of FY2s, PTI

A report by the
Aadvertising
Standards

facing acute hunger
The number of people in
millions facing hunger in
Sudan, The UN's Waorld Food
Programme sabd (es first food trucks in
several months had got through to a
famine-stricken camp for displaced peaple
In conflict-ravaged Sudan, War has raged
shnee gl 2023 and aver hall the
population 18 facing acute hunger, AFP
COMPRED Y THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Follow us 0 facebook.com,/thehindu 0 twitter.com/the_hindu G Instagram.com, the_hindu

SC ruling on socialism, secularism

What was the original Preamble and how has it evalved? What has been the court’s stand earlier and how has it changed? What was the current case about?
What bearing will it have on the society?

EXPLAI

Rangarajan )

The story so far:
Division Bench of the Supreme
Court bed by the Chief Justice of
India dismissed pleas
challenging the i
wiords “socialist’ and “secular® in the
Preamble to our Constitution.

What is the history of Preamble?

The original Preamble adopted on
November 26, 1949, declared India a
sovereign, democratic, republic, Our
Constituent Assembly consciously
avedded the word 'socialist’ as they felt
that declaring the economic ideal of &
country in its Constitution's preamble was
not appropriate, People should decide
what suits them according to time and

e,
Likewise, Inclian secularism is different
from western secularism, In the latter, the
state and religion are strictly separated
and the government does not interfere in
religious affuirs. However, in India, the
state enjoys the power to regulate the
econamic, inaneial, political and secular
aspects associated with religious practice,
It can also provide for social welfare and
reform in religious practices, Further,
various provisions of the Constitution that
include right o practise any religion,
non-discrimination on the basis of’
religion in any alfairs of the state
embodied the ‘secular’ values of our

the word “secular’ in the Preamble was
not accepted,

In Berubari case (1960), the Supreme
Court opined that the Preamble is not a
purt of the Constitution and thus nota

source of any substantive power,
Subsequently, in Kesavananda Bharati

catse (1973), the Supreme Court reversed
its earlier opinion and said that the
Preamble is part of the Constiution and
it should be read and interpreted in
thee light of the vision envisioned in the
Preamble. 1t also held that the Prea

Gulding bosok: Indian Natianal Congress INC) party workers eary a rad el of the Indian Constitutian
during In rally e the accasion of Constitution Day celebratians in Kelkata on Tuesday, AFp

Constituent Assembly
the Preamble, no ad mal words can be
inserted later ment. Mr. Swamy
was of the view that subsequent
amendments to the Constitution

5 mentioned in

-

is subject o the amending power of
Parliament as any other provision of the
Comstitution. The 42nd Constinational
Amendment in 1976 inserted the words
‘Socialist’, *Secular” and 'Integrity” in the
Preamble,

What was the current case?

The ewrrent ease was hled by former
Raj
advocate Ashwini Upadhyay and others,
Mr. Upadhyay and others had opposed
the insertion of the words ‘socialist” and
‘secular’ in the Preamble, They argued
that these were included during the
Emergency and forced the people o
Follow specih ologies. They feli that
since the date of adoption by the

including the 44th A | in 1978
during Janata Party rule after emergency
had supported and retained these two
words, Nevertheless, he was of the view
that these words should appear in a
separate paragraph below the original
Preamble.

What did the court rule?

The eourt dismissed the pleas and held
that ‘socialism’ and ‘secularism’ are
integral o the basic structare of the
Constitution. It observed that the
Constitution is a ‘living document’ subject
to the amendment power of Parliament,
This amending power extends to the
Preamble as well and the date of adoption
mentioned in it does not restrict such
power, The court opined that 'socialism’

in the Indian context primarily means a
we state that provides equality of
opportunity and does not prevent the
private sector from thriving, Similarly,
over time Indis has developed its own
interpretation of ‘secularism', The state
neither supports any religion nor
penalises the profession and practice of
any faith. In essence, the concept of
secularism represents one of the facets of
right to equality.

‘Why is it important?
The initial years after Independence
fostered ‘demoeratic socialism’
characterised by centralised planning and
many industries being established by the
state, The period of 19605 and 705 saw
natbonalisation of banks and insurance,
higher tax rates and various regulations,
The economy, though declared as mixed
economy where public and private
enterprises would co-exist, displayed the
characteristies of clussical socialism with
license controls and regulations. Starting
From 1991, oar economy has evolved from
such socialistic pattern to a
market-oriented model, The ensuing
growth has uplified vast majority of
pecple from abject poverty in the last
three decades, However, there is also
growing inequality that needs w be
addressed, As the court ohserved, our
soclalism continues to address the needs
af the poor through schemes such as
MGNREGA, subsidised food grains, direct
benefit transfers for women and farmers
ete. Hence, it is imperative that such
socialism continues to guide the actions
of thie state for the welfare of the needy
while priv; rprise flourishe:
resulting in increased employment and
strong economic growth, The spirit of our
‘unity in diversity” should be equally
preserved by upholding the values of
secularism.

Fangarajan R is a former [AS officer and
author of Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.

THE GI

-

The erginal Presmble adopted
an November 16, 1943,
declared India a soverelgn,
dermacratic, republic, Dur
Congtitisent Assembly
candelously svaided the word
‘anclalist’ a5 they felt that
declaring the economic ideal af
& country In its Constitution's
preamble wis not sppropriate,

-

Indian secidarism Is different
froen western secularism, In the
Latter, the state and religlon are
strictly separated and the
governiment does nol intedere
I religlous affairs, However, In
Indla, the state enjoys the
power to regulate the
economic, financial, political
and secular aspects assocated
with religlous practice,

-

The current case was filed by
these opposed to the insertion
af the wards ‘secialist’ and
‘secular” In the Preamble. They
argued that these were
Included during the Emergency
and forced the people o fallow
apecilic ideologies.

What is the controversy
around the Sambhal mosque?

How dicl the issue around the 16th Century Jama Masjid in Sambhal break our? Are there commeon threads

with the Gyanvapi and Ayodhva Ramjanmabhoomi dispures?

Zya Us Salam

The story so far
petition was filed by Hari
Shanker Jain and others in the
coart of the civil judge of the
district and sessions court,
Sambhal on November 19, The petitioners
alleged that the 16th Century Jama Masjid
in Sambhal was built at the site of an
ient Harl Har Mansl chaim was
similar o those mad the case of
Gyanvapl mosque in Varanasi and Eidgah
Masjid Mathura in Uttar Pradesh and
Kamal-Maula Masjid in Dhar in Madhya
Pradesh. Mr. Jain is the petitioner in the
Viranasi, Mathura and Dhar cases too,
The Sambhal mosque is a protected
national monument.

How were the surveys carried out?
After a hearing on the same day, the civil
Judge ordered a photographic and
videographic survey of the mosque and
ke for its report to be presented before

o »

it on November 20, The mosque's
intezamia committes was not consulted
by the court. Following the order, a
survey was carried out peacefully in the
presence of the Superintendent of Police,
members of the mosque committes and
Sambhal's district magistrate,

However, a second survey carried out
on November 24 led to linge seale
winleno ncucted in the morning, the
survey was preceded by a local
mahant (priest), one of the petitioners,
and followed by some members chanting
Jai Shri Ram slogans, A police party
accompanied the surveyors. A large
number of protestors gathered near the
masguee, [t soon resulted in stone pelting
From the crowd. The police allegedly
resorted to opening fire in which five
men, ingluding two teenagers, died, The
police denied the allegation, arguing it
used lathi-charge to control the crowd,
The local MLA rubbished the police
claims, arguing the dead included
unarmed persons who had gone out for

thedr daily chores. The residents alleged
the police ransacked their homes,

‘What is the mosque's history?

Unlike Ayodhya or Varanasi, the Sambhal
dispute cropped up only this year. For
centuries, people of different
communities have lived peacefully here,
The Jama Masjid in Sambshal is one of the
three mosgues built by Mughal Emperor
Babur during his reign between 1526 and
1530; the other two being the mosque in
Panipat and the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya
which was demaolished in 1992, The
Sambhal mosque was built by Babur's
general Mir Hindu Beg around 1528, While
most historians attribute this mesque o
Babur's general Hindu Beg, some believe
the mosque is actually a Tughlag-era
monument,

The Hindu tradition, however, holds
that the mosque incorporates parts of an
ancient Vishnu temple, They believe the
tenth avatar of Vishnu, Kalki, will descend

in Sambhal.
n

‘What is the Places of Worship Act?
The Sambhal dispute has once again cast
Fresh spotlight on the Places of Worship
Act 1990 under which the religious
character of all places of worship as it
existed on August 15, 1947, has to be
maintained, The only exception was the
then ongoing dispute around the Babri
Masjid-Ramjanambhoomi. The Act was
aimed at shutting out the possibilities of
any further contestations around places
of worship. The Act's Section 3 leaves no
room for debate by clearly barring the
conversion in full or part of a place of any
religious denomination into a place of
waorship of a different religious
denomination,

‘What are the challenges to the Act?
The petition hled in Sambhal seeks w
change the basic character of the place of
worship, in contravention of the 1991 Act.
The petitioners quote the oral
observation of Justice DY, Chandrachud
who said in 2022 that the "ascertainment
af a religious character of a place, asa
procedural instrument, may not
necessarily fall foul of the provisions” of
the Act, Incidentally, four petitions have
challenged the Places of Worship Actin
the Supreme Court. The courts have
admitted petitions secking to alter the
religious character of the places of
worship in Varanasi, Mathura, Dhar, and
now Sambhal even as the Supreme Court
is yet to decide on the challenges to the
Places of Worship Act itself.
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Unlike Ayodhya or Varanas),
the Sambhal dispute cropped
up only Rhig year, For centurles,
peaple of different
cammunities have lived
peacefully here

-

The Sambhal dispute has ance
apain cast resh spotlight on
the Places al Worship Act 1991
under which the religious
character of all places af
worship as It exlsted on August
15, 1947, has to be maintained

-

Four petitions have challenged
the Places al Worship At in the
Supreme Court, The courts
have admitted petitions
seeking 1o alter the rellglous
character of the places af
warship in Varanas|, Mathura,
Dhar, and now Sambhal even
a5 the Supreme Court is yet o
decide an the challenges to the
Places of Warship Act isell
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Norway’s apology to Sami and other
minority groups for assimilation policies

EXIFLA

Sruthi Darbhamully
The story so far:-

ast week, Norway's Parliament,
the Storting, issued an
unreserved apology for ity

assimilation policies towards
Sami, Kven and Forest Finn peoples. [t
also laidd out a series of resolutions o
address the continuing discrimination
faced by these communities, The New
Yok Tines reparted.

A century-long process of
Norweglanisation of indigenous peoples
and migrant groups commenced in the
18508 and did not efficially end till the
1960, 1t saw the suppression of
inligenous linguages and traditional
culture, Further, Sami children were
separated from thelr parents and sent to
boarding schools all across the Sapmi
“the land of the Sami’ which corresponds
with present-diy northern Russia,
Finland, Norway and Sweden,

Who are the Samis, Kvens and Forest
Finns?

Norway has designated certain groups
with 'longstanding attachment to the

Marry Sumis are relndeer herders, and the Narweglan g has desig

Norway engaged ina century-long
process of "Norwegiansation" and

country” as national mi
the Kvens/Norwegian Finns, Jews, Forest
Fiins, Rosna and the Romani people. The
Sarmi, meanwhile, are an Indigenous
people spread across northern Europe,
including Finland, Sweden, Norway and
Rassia. This region has been called
Lapland; however the terms

The Truth and Reconciliation
Commissbon was liuinched in 2008 to

language and culture emerged. These
poliches used education and religion as a
ool to erase local language and culture,
Traditional practices such as 'yoiking,' a
Hitional call of the Samis, were

Lapps/L are

derogatory by some Sami, Only about
1,00,000 Sarmi remain, The kingest Sami
population is concentrated in Norway
considered the heart of Sapmi - in areas
such as Finnmark county.

Inhabiting this chilly terrain for
Sami have developed their
own cultire and unique way of life, Many
are reindeer herders, and the Norweglan
government has designated reindeer
herding as an activity exelusive to the
Sarnd, issuing herding Beenses based on
anoestral linds,

Sami languages are any of three
I i considered dialects
of one overarching linguage) belonging w
the Finno-Ugrie group of the Uralic
language family - North Sami, East Sami
and South Sami,

Both Kvens and Forest Finns are much
smaller groups (than the Sami) which
migrated to present-day Norway around
500 years ago.

Kvens are the descendants of migrants
from the Torne River Valley, part of
present-day Sweden and Finland, who
historically practised slash and burn
farming, Ashing and blacksmithing. The
Kven language, a Finnie language closely
related o Melinkicli and Finnish, was
recopiised as an independent languaage in
Norway in April 2005, Forest Finns,
meanwhile, are descendants of
immigrants from eastern Finlind whe
settled in Sweden in the 15008, before
muking their way to Norway in the early
1600s.

‘What were the Norwegianisation
policies?

Indigenous peaples and minority groups
historically faced diserimination from
Seandinavian governments, and laws in
the second half of the nineteenth century

[
forbidden during this time. Young Sami
chibdren were taken away from their
parents and forced to live in foster homes
and state-run boarding schools in the
19008 The government demarcated some
reglons for "suitable populations,” where
these groups were not allowed to setthe,
Groups also lost access to graxng land
and fishing grounds,

Native cultural beliefs were suppressed
by Christian mission churches belonging
oo the Evangelical Lutheran and Catholic
denominations. The Sami were forced to
give up their earlier shamanistic rituals,

Social discrimination persisted under
the guise of scientific research. Members
froim these comimunities were made to
undergo anthropological tests by
scientists, and their burial grounds were
exhumied to study ihe ethnic
characteristics of their predecessors,

These Norwegianisation policies finally
came to an end in the 19605, with lowvs
formally repealed or replaced in 1963,

What is the Truth and Reconciliation
Committec?
Measires at the eommunity and
povernment level were taken up to
address the past oppression. Today, the
Sami have a unlversity as well as schools
teaching the Sami language, and a (mostly
symbolic) independently elected Sami
Pardtament established in 1989, with
which the Norwegian parliament has a
working relationship. The Education Act
of 1969 gave Sami students the right to
compulsary and uppersecondary
education in their own language, and
poliches have also sought to integrate the
language in school curricula.
Community efforts too have persisted
to preserve the unicque identity of these
groups, For example, Young Forest Finns

ities, including imilation, which i investigate the historical injustice and
nation gained independence in stggest measures for inclusion and
Policies to i and italisation versus earlier policies of
these groups by suppressing their native MNorwegianisation and assimilati

i L

The Committee released a 700-page
report on June 1, 2023, The current
apology and a set of 17 resolutions o
address prejudice against these groups
stem from this report, which took 35
howrs to read aloud in parliament, and
was broadeast nationally,
Recommendations in the report included
the establishment of a centre for
reconciliation work, preservation of
minority and indigenous languages and
language training.

Other Nordie nations toeo hive
launched similar commissions, including
the Truth Commission for the Sami
People in Sweden and the Truth and
Reconctliation Commission Coneerning
the Sami People in Finland. Both are
expected to present thelr reports
seametime mext year,

What is the current apology?

The unreserved apalogy was tendered
last week to the Sami, Kvens and Forest
Finns by the Norwegian pariament
following on the heels of last year’s Truth
and Reconciliation Commission report.
The meve was approved by the
Parliament and the apology read out loud
on Novernber 11,

All lawmakers exce pt one group - a
blos: from the right-wing Progress Party
voted for the resolition, This cited
possible conflict among commuinities as a
reason for voting against it. In a debate
bl i May, the party's leader, Bard
Hoksrud, sadd it was * fundamentally
wrong to give special privileges to some
groups at the expense of others,” adding
that they believed that “history should
remain history”

In & written response to o question
from a journalist, Conservative party
member Svein Haberg said, “The
assimilation policy that was historically
pursised contimies to be both the root of
persanal hardship for the individuals and
groups that were subject to this policy,
and a source of contlict woday.”

herding as an sctivity exclushe to the Saml.ae

written statement. "Golng forward, we
expect an actve policy af
reconciliation.....The decision from today
ensures longterm follow-up, and it has
beth Anancial and legal repereissions.
But unfortunately, no settlement is madse
with ongoing injustice and conflicts over
land and water,” she wrote,

In 1977, King Harald V apologised to the
Sami people, and Sami People's Day has
been celebrated since 1992 on February 6
(the first Sami National Congress was held
on February 6, 1917 in Trondheim,
Narway), However, this s the first
instance of a public apology to the Kvens
and Farest Finns,

What are the continuing challenges?
Even after the formal repealing of the
laws, prejudice in the natbon has
continued. The report by the Truth and
Reconelliation Commission found that
members of these groups have less aocess
to health care in Norway, a country with a
robuist social security net.

The Sami have had a longstanding
dispute with the Norwegian government
over thelr way of life and land use,
although some laws exist over the Samis’
right to grazing land. A 2007 law sought
to limit the size of reindeer herds
ostensibly to prevent overgrazing, a move
opposed by some Sami herders.

Indigenous and minority languages,
too, remadn critically endangered.
Bullying, hate speech and harsssment has
persisted, as have negative stercotypes.

As reported by The New York Tines, a
2001 survey was conducted as part of an
Arctie Unive of Norway project which
studied the efficacy of the Truth and
Reconelliation Commission. According to
the results of this survey, GO% of Norway

kiew little to nothing about how the
assimilation policies affected the Sami.
That figure rose to 88% when it came to
haw the practices affected Forest Finns
and Kvens.

The project was led by Eva Josefsen, o
political sclentist ai the Aretic University
who is Sami hersell. She highlighted that
the lack of transparency about lamd rights
was a sticking point, saying that there was
a "general implementation gap between

&

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

The following is a letter written about 20
years ago by a person who was then doing
his M.A. in English. | don't want to make
amy comment on it, now. I'd like to heart
from readers what they think of it. The
Jetter should be brief and to the point,

"Wour closeness] perhaps you would
nod set your heart against me, for writing
aletter before your indication nor your
perusal would be indifferent until it
findshes to the end. If such will be case
you may find some sincerdty init. | haoe
unexpectedly to repeat one paper
(supplementary) | thought it will be held
in July but T came to kow they held it in
September, the month after which we
can't get any job. This sudden irruption
has discomposed all my plans and life,
What should 1 do? How will | maintain
and manage? This have yielded many
problems, doubts and illusions, 1 think.
Should 1 give my examination or not? IF
nod, | believe it can be possible i 1 get
somme work, especially Herary work to do,
1will have not a single idea to do my M.A.
throwghout my life. Because | have
nothing to do with good degree, | have
certainly to do something with good
work.

I cbon't want to say much the kind of
person 1 am, for [ have revealed fully
before you along with my performance.
Well so much | can say if you do
semething for me, D will certainly not ket
your efforts go uselessly or go to dogs, but
1will ascertain them solid and perfect for
their maturity, with my performance and
with my dedication to work,

Our principal has promised me o help
e iy serviee affair, but | ma so
bewildered that § can't understand what
to ask for,

1 have been often remembering your
image with all its dealings, with all my
soutl and with a glance of infinite depth. 1
know not why does it do, but it s most
touching thing, It seems it forms and
delights me. Tam not flattering nor doing
1 "chamchagirl” because lattering has
flustered from me when 1 born. Nor again
1am earing of service mere, beesuse | had
ot it all in a small company.

For conmveying not my thoughts and for
keeping silence up to now by letter to
your, 1 have felt that 1 have plunged into
some deep ocean and now it is my duty o
save myself from drowning.
Consequently, | am writing this letter”

I st b, the person owin'd his
ll,

For en'n though vanguish'd, he could
arpuie still;
While words of learned length and

+

pive this historieal prejudioe a more solid waorks to revive the group’s culture and Silje Karine Muotka, a Sami leader, legal rights and what is actually thumndering sound
form in Norway. also hias & museum under development. called it “a day with many emotions,” ina | delivered.” Arazed the gadng rustics rng'd
arowund, And still they gaz'd, and stll the
wonder grew,
F‘ That one small head could carry all he
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A quiz on the Chief Ministers of Jharkhand
Vighnesh I' Venkitesh State was held in Answars to the previous day's quiz: WO rd Of the d d y
2005, Narme the 1 Angela Bassett played the lead rolbe In a 1993 mavie Recourse:
1Y leader wiho became abaut this rock and rall singer. Name the singer and the - N
QUESTION 1 Chief Minster for maule. Anst- Tina Turner, What's Love Got To Do ‘p‘:":’;":mw“""‘"m"'""“""“ or

How many persons have Just 10 days after With it. 2. Ar the time of adoptian, the Constitution aof

served as the Chief this election? Inclias was about 145,000 wards long, making it the SYNONYMS: refuge, resort
Minlster of the State? (9 langest national Constitution to ever be adapied. |s the
QUESTION § staterment true or falie? How many Articles did it have? Usage: e dispute was settlod without

FRCOUTEE 1 law,

Pronunciation:
hittps/bit by racoursanew

International Phonetic

Wiho teak cver as
thee Chief Minlster
whaen Heman Saren
stepped down from
the paost before
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QUESTION 2

Wiho s the anly Chief
Minlster In the State ta
complate a term
undisrupted?

Ang: True, 305 Articles 3. The first French satellite
named after a French comic character created by Renié
Gascinny. Ang:- Asterix 4. Which children's fantasy
bk, written by o mathematician, has the characters
March Hare, Bill the Lizard, Cheshire Cat? What |s the

Y being arrested In an narme of the auther? Ans:- Mice In Wonderland and .i\lpha bet: jawasy
QUESTION 3 alleged land-scam Charles Lutwidge Dodigsan 5 Charles Schulz, wha
\Wiho was the first Ehief case? passed away on this day, s the creator of comic

Minister of the State?
Which party did ha

characters |k Charlle brown and Snaapy. Namse the
ol strip that galned wide appeal. Ans:- Peanuts 6. /‘

represent? Wisual Question. Ans:- Casablanca
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Six decades since Thumba launch, slew of
private entities prepare for flight

The Departments of Space and of Biotechnology have signed agreements to conduct biological experiments on the forthcoming Bharativa Antariksh Station; while
researchers will be able to conduct experiments on other missions as well, the agreement pertains to experiments onboard the station

Iri Mohandas
ovember 2 was 61 years since
the birth of the Indian space
N programme. On this date in
1963, scientists launched a
Nike-Apache sounding rocket from

Thumba in Kerala. These rockets helped
thie Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISROY) master the solid propellant
technology powering India's launch
vehicles today. Around the same time as
this anniversary, India lunched its first
satellite onboard a SpaceX rocket even as
multiple Indian private sector entities
pgeared up for launches of their own.

Launches of merit

NewSpace Indis, Ltd. lwnched the
4,700-kg GEAT-N2Z/GSAT-20 satellite
onboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from
Florida. N2 wasn't launched onboard an
Indian launch vehicle because its weight
exceeded the payload capacity of the
country's most powerful rocket, the
LVM-3, which can place satellites
weighing up to four tonnes in the
peastationary transfer orhit (GTO).
INSAT-ID was the last such satellite
launched from Florida, in 1990,

GSATNZ is a Ka-band high throughput
communication satellite built by ISRO to
enhance broadband services in
underserved areas, incuding the
northeast, Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
and Lakshadweep. It will also support
services like inlight internet connectivity
and the Smart Cities Mission.

The satellite was placed in a GT0 witha
perigee of 250 km, an apogee of 58,730
km, and at a 27.5inclination. From here,
the satellite will use its thristers to move
o a geostationary orbit at 63° E longinade
over the next few days.

Next, ISRO is preparing to launch its
PSLY-C59 mission bearing the European
Proba:3 mission. The Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV) will fly in its
extended length configuration (XL),
which was last used to launch Aditya-L1in
September 2023

The twin Proba spacecraft to study the
Sun arrived in Chennai on November 6
and will be integrated with the launch
vehicle. Liftoff is currently schedubed for 4
p.m. IST on December 4.

India’s astronaut-designate
Shubhanshu Shukla, who is set to fly to
the International Space Station in 2025, is
undergoing training at the European
Space Agency's European Astronaut
Centre, This part of the training is to
familiarise astronawts-to-be with the
European modules of the space station.

From the private sector

Four Indian private companies are
preparing to launch their
payloadssatellites into orbit.

ANike-Apache vwo-stage rocket on its launcher at Thumba, Kerala, THE HINDU AECHIVES

Pirxel, which is Indian-American,
unveiled Fireflies', its six hyperspectral
satellites expected to be launched early
next year. Each satellite weighs around 50
kg, has a native 5 m spatial resolution,
and scans 40-km swaths for data in more
than 150 spectral bands. These satellites
constitute the first batch in what is
eventually expected to become a
constellation of 24 satellites. These
satellites are capable of providing data
that can help detect crop diseases,
waterstressed areas, real-time
deforestation, and ocean pollution early,

Second, GalaxEye Space is flying its
“It's NOT a Satellite, It's Just a Tech
Demo™ on board the PSLV's Orbital
Experimental Module (POEM) platform.
This is when the final stage of a PSLV
finishes deploying its payload and enters
earth orbit, becoming an orbital platform
where onboard instruments can run
experiments. The Tech Demo will test
subsystems of a synthetic aperture radar
(SAR)

PierSight Space will also fly a mission
on a PSLV POEM called “Varuna', which
will demonstrate a deployvable

4 antenna and test SAR and
aeronautical information service avionics
inorhit.

HEX20 will fly its 'Nila® satellite
onboard SpaceX’s Transporter 13 mission
in February 2025, ‘Nila" is a 5-kg cubesat
that can host different payloads and
provide data-processing services. A
ground station will be built in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, to contral
and receive data from the satellite.

&

launches of their own

Catalyx Space's SR-0 satellite launched
wonhoard the third developmental flight of
the Small Satellite Launch Viehicle mission
re-entered the earth's atmosphere on
November 3. The company announced
the satellite had achieved all its objectives
in its three-month lifespan.

AMKA Space Studio launched India's
first Space Analog Mission in Leh,
Ladakh, in collaboration with the 15RO
Human Spaceflight Centre, IIT-Bombay,
and the University of Ladakh. The site
was chosen for its similarity to surfaces
on the moon and Mars.

One person from AAKA Space Studio
will stay in the habitat in Leh for 21 days
to test habitat sustainability, life-support
systems, and the human experience of
isolation.

SatSure is working with the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
for "automated image feature extraction
medels for building footprints, roof type,
roads, and water bodies among other
classes for more than two lakh villages™.
This is the Indian government's largest
programme to map rural property.
Drones under the government's
‘Svarmvita' programme will capture
irmages of 35 em resolution and SatSure
will use its machine-learning tools
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Taking stock: A man looks at the flooded Inca Liojeta area in the aftermath of landslides caused by intense rain and llegal earth movements, in La Paz, Bolivia on Sunday. At

least 26 peaple have been injured and more than 40 houses damaged by the flocd. Somse 300 military personnel d
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MewSpace india Ltd. laundhed
the 4,700-kg GSAT-H2/GEAT-20
satellite enboard a Space)
Falcon 9 recket from Florida
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expected to be launched early
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Piersight Space will alsa fly a
mission on a PSLY POEM called
“Waruna', which will
demanstrate a deployable
reflectarray antenna
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HEX20 will fly its ‘Mila' satellite

anboard Space)'s Transporter
13 mission in February 2025

developed for satellite data to extract and
classify the relevant features,

Space science updates
India celebrated its full membership of
the Square Kilometre Array Observatory
(SKAD), an international effort to build
the world's most advanced radio
telescope in Australia and South Africa.
India will contribute cash as well as
advanced electronics and engineering for
telescope components in exchange for
scientific data collected by the telescope.
The first scientific result from the
Visible Emission Line Coronagraph
anboard the Aditya-Ll spacecraft was
published in the Astrophysical fournal
Letters,

A team led by researchers at the Indian
Institute of Astrophysics, Bengaluru, used
data from the coronagraph to accurately
predict the time of a coronal mass
ejection on July 16, Coronal mass
ejections affect satellites in orbit,
electricity grids on the ground, and radio
communications when they blow past the
planet.

Finally, the Departments of Space and
af Biotechnology have signed agreements
to conduct biological experiments on the
fortheoming Bharativa Antariksh Station.
‘While researchers will be able to conduct
experiments on other missions (including
the uncrewed Gaganyaan flights), the

t pertains to experd
anboard the Indian space station.
(Pradeep Mohandas is o techmical writer
and space enthusiast in Pune.
pradeepmohandas@gmeil.com)
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Qu
The answer is blowin’ in the wind

Q: Why do
flags
flutter in
the wind?
A: The
fluttering
of flagsis a
dynamic phenomenon
invalwing three forces.

The first one is a constant
pulling force due to the
rope used to tie the flag to
a pole.

The second force on the
flag is due to gravity, which
acts downwards.

The third force is
responsible for fluttering is
the wind. This force is not
constant, both in
magnitude and direction. It
can be greater or lesser
than the other forces.

The interesting wavelike
motion of a flag (made of
cloth) results when the
wind speed goes above
and comes below (in other
words, oscillates about) a
critical value of the force
equal to the flag's weight.
As the force due to the
wind speed exceeds the
weight, the flag tends to
fly, and when it is lower,
the flag sags.

Thus the rapid changes in
wind speed around the flag
results in fluttering.

The wavelike moton of a flag results when the wind speed osclllates.
abaut a critical value of the farce egual to the flag's weight. ALE ProT
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