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Embattled CM
overshadowed by political motive
P alitico-degal cases have a momentum of

their own, depending on who s being

prosecuted and who facilitaites forward
mavement on their Enwdural ns'pim.nk A Special
Court in Bengalury has seted swiftly o direct the
State's Lokayukta police w0 investigate a com-
phaint of corruption against Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, The step comes in the wake of the Kar-
mataka High Court lifting the bar on the Special
Court dealing with privite complaints on the is-
sue, while upholding Governor Thaswarchand
Gehlot's grant of permission to initiute an investi-
gation into allegations against the CM, The charg-
@ arlse from benefits worth 156 crare that his fa-
mily allegedly derived from the allotment of 14
compensatory sites by the Mysuru Urbun Deve-
lopment Authority (MUDA) to his wife, Ms., Par-
vathi, who was one of those whose land had been
acquired and developed for a resicential layveur,
The High Court rejected Mr. Siddaramaiah’s
stand that Mr, Gehlet had acted in undue haste in
issuing a show-cause notice on the very day the
complaint was received and had shown non-ap-
plication of mind while approving the beginning
of a probe, It further n;jccwd the argument that
the Governor should follow the advice of the
Council of Minksters in this, Also rejected was the
contention that the prior spproval requirement
under Section I7A of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act for opening a probe can only pertain toa
police officer and not any private complainant,

The High Court verdict narrates the facts be-

himel the way in which Ms. Parvathi came (o pos-
sess the land through a gift-deed from her broth-
er, who had purchased the laind from a person
lomg after its acquisition had been notified and
the compensation amount deposited in court, It
Justifie Gowernor acting on his own disere-
tion on the ground that the Council of Ministers
wiis blased towards the CM and its advice to the
Governor o reject the request for sanction was
rightly ignomed. Its ruling on Section 174 is rooted
inan earlier Karnataka High Court decision that a
private compluinant has w produce the sanction-
ing awthority's approval for the jurisdiction court
o take cogni of his of
against a publh: servant, This aspect may be ta
ken up an appeal, as also the court’s rejection N
Mr., Siddaramaiah's key contention that he had
made no decision or recommendation in this
MUDA matter to justify the court allowing an in-
vestigation against him. The guestion whether
the Governor was free from bias is also likely 1o
arise. Beyond fact and law, the central question
in this case is whether this is a genuine anti-cor-
rupition meve oF an instanee of & Governor using
the statutory power o allow investigation or pro-
secution to undermine a regime,

Judge and prt:iudice

Judges over the knuckles, asking them w

refrain from making “casual observa-
toms™ that reveal their comumunal bias or misogy-
ny. Judicial proceedings are live-streamed in
some courts across the country, with a wide
reach beyond the four walls of a cowrtroom, and
thie top court was firm that judges, and everyone
in the jucicial fravernity, must be aware of the res
ponsibility and act accordingly. The “heart and
soul of judging ks to be fuir”, it observed, and not-
ed that judges must strictly adhere to the values
Taidd chowen by the Constitution, and not be guided
by prejudice, Taking suo moru cognisance of vi-
deo elips featuring Karnataka High Court Judge V.
Srishananda and his sexist comments o a wo-

T e Supreme Court of India has rapped

Going bullish on investment in Tamil Nadu

1 196K, the visionary leader and former

Chief Mindster of Tamil Nadu, C.N,

Annadural, visited Yale University under

the prestigious Chubb Fellowship Program.
Duiring his visit, Annadural deseribed India as the

stivtion for ". He

observed that if India could reconstruct its
economy with democracy as its political
apparatas, it would be the ideal answer o the
authoritarian models espoused by China and s
Communist counterparts. He also presciently
warnied: ‘whatever economic progress we make,
unless we controed our pepulation, we cannot
drive out poverty®,

Owver 50 years Iatcr, Tamil Nadu stands as a
testament to the power of Annadurai's vision, We
havee | 1 the tools of d
controlled our fertility rte and reconstructed our
economy in ways that have set the State apart as a
beacon of inclusive and sustainable growth in
Inalin, As the world searches for aliernatives o
China through the "Chinas1” strategy, Tamil Nadu
emerges as one of the strongest contenders for
global imvestments,

Tamil Nadu's journey, from a predominantly
agrarian and Emr econoay toan industrial
powerhouse, has been driven by its democratic
Ideals and people-centric policies. Unlike
authoritarin regimes that impose twp-down
economic models, Tamil Nadu's development has
been roated in participatory governance,
Inclusive growth and equitable distribution of
resourees through reservations. The suecess of
Tamil Nadhu's economic reconstruction can be
attributed to a governance model that
emphasises social justice, economic
empowerment and a focus on the well-being of all
citizens, The Stte's reduction in total ferlicy rae
(TFR) has eased the State's poverty burden,
allowing for more focused investments in
education, health care, and infrastructure, which
In i have fuelled economic growth,

The New China+1 Destination
Tosday, Tamil Nadu is the second-largest
contributor to India's GIDP, accounting for nearly
0%, of the nation's total output, despite having
Just 6% of the population,

The State's per capita income ks among the
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highest in India, reflecting the success of its
Inclusive development model,

I thie ghobal race to diversify supply chains
away from China, Tamil Nadu is emerging as a
clear fromtrunner, Often referred o as the
“Detroit of India,” Tamil Nadu accounts for 35%
o the country's automaobile exports, The State's
Aautcmotive ecosystem is robust, housing global
giars such as Hyundad, Dalmler, Renault, Nissan,
EMW andd Stellantis, along with a strong network
of suppliers and ancillary industries. We are
delighted that following our recent investment
prrommodion wisit to the United States, Ford has
anmoanced that it will resume operations at s
Chennai facility.

Tamil Nacha's strength extencls beyond
anstoimobiles, The State is also g leader in
electronics manufaciuring, contributing to 33% of
India’s electronics exports, servicing global
brands such as Apple, Dell, HP, Samsung and
Google Pixel, The wailabilicy of skilled Libour, a
strong supply chain network and world-cliss
Infrastructure have positioned the State as a hub
for ebectromics and technology-driven industries,

Tamil Nacha has been making strategic moves
1o attract new investments as part of the global
shift in uupzr chains, The State government has
Implemented policies that focus on ease of doing
business, offering incentives such as tx breaks,
land at subsidised rates and a single window
learance system thit streamilines the process of
setting up operations. As a result, Tamil Nadu has
consistently ramkied among the top Staes in India
for ease of doing business, further cementing its
appeal to global investors.

world's leading companies, including Google,
Applied Materials, Jabil, PayPal, Nokia,
Microehip, Yiekl Engineering Systems and
Triliant Networks, These partnerships are set o
bringg new jobs, advanced eehnologies and global
best practices to Tamil Nudu, making it a global
bl For innevation,

Strengths of the Dravidian Model
At the hewrt of Tamil Nuduw's success is its unique
model of governance, often referred to as the
Diravidian Model, This approach lays an
emphasises social justice, nclusive growth and
equitable distribution of resources, It is a model
that ensures that economic growth is also about
mproving the qualicy of life for all citizens.

Tl Nach leads India in several social
indicators, from education to health care, The
State has the highest Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) in higher education a 47%, and an
astounding 42% of India's registered women
workioree in Bwtories are emploved in Tamil
Nadu, Programmes such as the Naan Mudhalvan,
Irsilin's kargesst skilling initiative, are equipping the
State's youth with the skills needed for futuare
Jahs, particularly in technology and finance.

Tamil Nadu's commitment to diversity, equity
and inclusion (DED, making it an aitractive
destination for global corporations that value
social responsibility, is reflected in our policies,
sueh as the payroll subsidies we offer o investors
who hire women, trans people and people with
dhisalsilities,

‘Tamil Naclu is also at the forefront of India's
renewable energy revolution, with 57% of is.
imstalled capacity from renewable sources, The

Skilling, innovation, and new 4
Tamil Nadu's ability 1o al!mct gquiaI investments

State's gEogriy | achvantages that inchide
abundant wind, solar and offshore energy

Is not just aboat [ Bty. It is also

b have made it a leader in clean energy.

about innevation and skilling. The state
government's recent emphasis on fostering
research and development (RED) and creating
akeilling partmerships with global corporations is
ruvlrm the way for Tamil Nadu to become a

cher i cutting edge industries,

Our recent trip to the U5, is a milestone in this
effort. During the visit, we secured key
Investments, and skilling and research and
development pantnerships with some of the

We are ded At rasing our s eneTgy
installed capacity to 75% and expanding green
cover to 33% of the Sue’s total area,

Tamil Nadu presents an exceptional
oppartunity for investment, driven by its robust
manufacturing sector, a highly skilled and
adaptable workforee, inclusive governance, and a
steadiast commitment to sustainability, To
investors across the globe, our message is clear:
go bullish on Tamil Nadu, join the bull run,

An opportunity to rethink India’s pension system

a significant transformation over the years

with three major schemes, the Old
Pension Scheme (0S), New Pension Scheme
(NPS), and the proposed Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS), marking the different phases of
povernment policy, Each scheme impacts retirees
in different ways, with the OFS often being
viewed as a more secure system compared to the
WNPS, which ties retirement funds (o valatile
market conditions, As the workd witnesses a
retreat from necliberal policies, the debate
around welfarism is being reignited. In this
context, the UPS requires considerable
rectification to ensure that it serves the interests
of retirees effectively,

T he pension system in India has undergone

A shift with greater individual risk

The OPS, prevalent before 2004, guaranteed a
defined benefit pension o government
emplayees. [n this scheme, the pension amount
way fixed and determined by the last drawn
salary, and the government was solely
respensible for dishursing the pensions. The OPS
provided stability and ensured that retirees were
nsulated from any financial market risks, The
reliance on a fixed percentage of the last drawn
salary for pensions meant that employees could
plan their retirements with a sense of financlal
security, knowing that they would have a
Buaranteed income seream throughout theie
postretivermnent years, The OPS reflected the

man lawyer on two e judicial § '
ings, o five-judge Special Beneh headed by Chief
Justice of India (C)1) DY, Chandrachud observed
in itz order on Wednesday that offthe-cuff re-
marks by judges would show them in a negative
light and impact the entire judicial instituton ad-
versely. On a previous oceasion, the Karnataka
High Court jucge had referred o a Muslim-dom-
inated locality in west Bengaluru as ‘Pakistan’,
The Bench ok a stern note of that remark as
well, contending, “you cannot call any part of the
territory of India ‘Pakistan',.. This is fundamen-
tailly wromg under the Constitution”,

The judge apologised after the suo mai not-
fce, and calling it a “contrite apology”, the top
court sakd it was concluding the proceedings, but
not before making several observations in open
court. In faer, Atorney General R, Venkatarama-
ni and Solicitor General Tushar Mehta had ad-
vised the Court to hold the procedure in-house so
that its remarks are not misrepresented on social
meclin luter, To this, the CJl quipped, “The answ-
er o sunlight is more sunlight, The answer is nog
to close our doors and shut out everything" Last

month too, the Court had cautioned a judge of

the Punjab and Haryana High Court to stop muk-
ing "random, urwarranted” remarks during pro-
ceedings. In 2023, the Court released a handbook
o eombuit gender stereotyping within the judici-
ary. Alming to assist the legal community in
“identifying, understanding and combating ste-
reotypes about women”, it came out with a glos-
sary of gender-unjust terms, suggesting alterna-
tive words or phrases o be used while drafting
pleadings as well as orders and judgments, It is
imperative for court officials w be gender-sensi-
tised. The judicial ecosystem must run without
any blas towards any community. Stereotyping
any person on the lines of gender or religion will

perpetuate harmbul inequalites, and carrlers of

Justice should be mindiul of this st all imes.

M
K

Lo socinl security by
c:«.ludln: the market from the equation and
offering guaranteed pensions,

In 200, the Government of India replaced the
OPS with the New Pension Scheme (NPS), Here,
the shift was from a defined-benefit model wo a
defined contribution model, wherein employee
and the government contribiuted towards a
pension fund, which was then invested in
timancial markets, The pension payout under the
MNP is linked o the performance of these
nvestments, meaning retirees’ incomes are now
sulbiject to the fluetaations of market forces.

Thie shift from OPS w NPS represents the
neoliberal tendency to reduce state invelvement

Prafessar, The English
andl Fareign
Languages University,
Hydarabad

With the return

Il
wiorldwide,

lia's proposed
Undfied Penslon
Seheme should
ensure thit
retrees are
supported by a
robust welfare
syslem

in welfare provigions and ransfer risk 1w
Individuals, The NPS left retirees vulnerable to
market volutility, effectively placing their futures
at the mercy of speculative market conditions.
Thie NPS s drawn eriticism because the security
omee provided by the state under OPS has been
eroded. During periods of economic downturm,
retirees may face reduced returns, undermining
their financial stabilicy,

This market-driven pension model has also
fuedled wider concerns about the
commercilisation of public welfare programmes
and the weakening of the state's sockl
responsibilicy,

A return to welfarism

future pension delays or corpus depletion,

Mareover, the scheme only covers Unian
povernment employees, excluding many public
sector workers such as teachers, and
disincentivise further pay commissions. One of
the critical aspects of the UPS that needs
attention is the need for greater state intervention
tov ensure that retivees are not keft valnerable o
market forces, While the UPS offers a universal
framework, its structure should incorporate
safeguards against market fuctuations, possibly
by providing a minimum guaranteed pension
similar to the OPS,

Issue of government contribution
Another area that needs reform is the level of

Globully, the era of neoliberalism that domk |
economic policy for the past few decades is
sheowing signs of a retreat, The 2008 financial
crisis exposed the risks associated with excessive
market reliance, beading to calls for stronger
social safety nets and a return to welfarism. The
COVIDHIS pandemic further amplified these
demands, as governments workdwide were
compelled o intervene in unprecedented ways o
prostect the health and liveliboods of their
citizens, India, too, is experiencing a similar shift,
with demands for the retum of state-backed
wellare provisions,

The UPS, as proposed by the Narendra Modi
povernment, emerges in this context as an
attempt to provide universal pensions while
balancing state invobsment and markee
participation,

While the Udurn of the Modi government, as
pointed out by the Opposition, aims o address
the issues ruised by the NPS, the UPS is still in s
naseent stages and requires significant
rectification before it can be seen as a viahle
alternative to the NPS, Critics have already
paointec out that the UPS promises retirement
payouts but offers reduced retums compared to
the OPS and exposes retirees o the risks of
uncertaln market-based assets, The requirement
of 25 years of serviee for a full pension is a
disncvantige for those whe join late, while
patential underfunding rases concerns about

The UTS hybrid model
weould not completely mitigate risks associated
with market reliance and may fail to offer a
balanced pension system. Further, ensuring the
inclushvity of the UPS across all sectors, inclding
informal labour, s eritical, Indin’s vase informal
workloree currently lacks sdequate pension
coverage, The UPS must broaden its scope o
provide pension security to all citizens, and naot
Just to government employees, aligning with the
broader return of welfarism that is gaining
momentum globally,

The comparison of the OFS, the NPS and the
UPS illustrates the tension between state-backed
weliare and market-driven policies in India’s
pension system, While the OPS provided a stable
and predictable pension ineome, the NPS shifted
retirees’ financial futures into the volatile realm of

market creating W
vulnerabilities. The retreat of neoliberalism and
the retwrm o welfarism worldwide, although on a
limited seale or even notonally, provide an
oppartunity to rethink India’s pension system
and strike a better balance between state
responsibility and market participation. The UDPS,
if properly restructured, could become an
important ool in protecting the financial security
of retirees and adkdressing the shortcomings of
thee NP, ensuring that India's retirees are not left
to the mercy of market Forces but are supported
by a1 vabasst welfure system,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

JLK elections peace and harmony Is the
The Election Commission of | only way forward,

India and the people of Balasubramanlam Pavanl,
Jammu and Kashmir need Secunderabad

to be complimented for

conducting the Assembly These elections are not just
elections so smoothly abeut the usual

("57% tumout in peaceful competition between
Phase 2 pelling in J&K", central and regional parties,
September 26). It s They are historically
refreshing to read about significant as they are the
peaceful polls in JEK; it first since the dilution of
shows that democracy is Article 370 and the State's

allive and kicking, While the
Editorial {September 26)
highlights the ideological
differences between the two
major national political
parties, what is democracy
without differences? The
party that wins the
elections should ensure that

division. The outcome will
play a key rele in shaping
the region's political future,
Major issues such as
regional autonomy, good
povernance, and

dwelug-.rrm'.‘da're in focus,

Jammu

Regressive remarks
Justice V. Srishananda’s
remark on Pakistan and the
seist banter in the
Kamataka High Court rajse
serious questions on the
selection process of judges
fior the higher judiciary
{"Stop making ‘casual’
remarks in court that reveal
communal or gender biases:
SC", September 26). Are the
thought processes of the
political establishment
influencing the judiciary?
Manohar Alembath,

Kannus, Kerala

Probe ordered

That the Karnataka Chief
Minister, Siddaramaiah, has
o face the Lokayukta on

the directions of a special
court in Bengaluru sends

the right message (*] am

not afraid of Lokayukta

probe, says Siddaramaiah”,

September 26),
While ene |s bemused to
note the

brilliant performance at the

Mr. Siddaramiah, that he is
determinad to face
everything, how can he
ferget that he, as a
responsible person, has to
abide by the rules and
regulations of the law?
One ought to be Caesar's
wife in all one's dealings.
Manl Nataraajan,

Chennal

Proud parents
Even as India celebrates its

sew

were around is surely

Clympdad, we need to tantamount to a war crime?
acknowledpe the efferts of (Editorial, September 26),
Ramesh Babu and lsrael is indulging in some
Magalakshmi, who have serious rights violations,
produced not one but two Nagarajamani MV,
champlons, R, Hyderabad

Praggr dhaa and R,

WVaishali, It must have taken Israel is pounding Palestine
& great deal of selfless hard and killing hundreds in

work and sacrifices for the
parents. Their dedication is

Lebanon, pushing West Asia
to the brink of a war, Russia

amazing and Tamil Nadu and Ukraine are still at war.
and India are proud, Vet, the UN s leoking on as
AP Thiruvadi, a mute spectater. This
Chennal shows how outdated it s, It
needs to be revamped and
Israel's attack India, Brazil, and South
Placing explosives in Africa should get permanent
communication devices UNSC seats.
such as pagers and

walkie-talkies while chilians,

Devadas V.,
Kannwr, Kersla



Friday, September 27, 2004

DELIT

THE HINDU

Opinion

n

il

Is India’s growth story benefiting only big capital?

| PARLEY |

ndia's impressive economic growth since
thie el of the COVIDAD pandemic has
surprised many, including those who

wure critical of the Centre’s economic

Pralessar of policies, The Indian growth story is today widely
Econpmics st prased across the world, In 202324, the
Jawaharlal country grew at 8.2%, the fastest among major
Nehru economies. However, most of the economic
University ginins in the kst few years have mostly come

from big businesses, Is India's growth story

benefiting anly big capital? Himanshu and

Ritesh Kumar Singh discuss the question with

Prashanth Perumal J. Edited excerpts:

Is it true that India’s economic growth story

is fuelled by just a handful of big businesses?
Miresh Himanshu: It is now more or less accepted that
K Singh India’s growth story is K-shaped, where the
Busines richer sections of the population hive been
economist and  growing much faster than the bottom half of the
founder of population, which his not seen increases in
Indanamics their incomes, It is not a dispute any more; even
Conulting the government data shows it,

Ritesh Kumar Singh: There is no dispute about
uneven growth. GDP growth is currently bed by
povernment capital expenditure, which s
muostly related (o infrastrueture. Private sector
imvestments also depend on
infrastructure-related spending. So, steel
producers might be doing well and
infrastructire companies might be doing well,
but there is no revival of broadkbased private
capital expenditure. Smallscale industries are
losing market share and they are distressed.

Fundamentally, what causes growth in an
m:mm,ytu be either broad- huu-d
narrow (k iy a

few)?

Ritesh Kumar Singh: The cost of capital and
the ﬁcmﬂlt‘t:mp".mu. Hiling and reparting
nits for smaller busi are just too

lIILI.Lh [ run a small business, Most of the time 1
seem to be dealing only with compliance-related
iiHmb: they just keep going up. For larger

b mast of the o liance fling is
l.auh.'r to dleal with, but for owners of smaller
businesses, it is getting very complicated. Also,
when it comes to the cost of capital, most small
businesses are getting capital at an inberest rate
of | L244% as compared to langer corporations,
which might be getting capital at [an interest
rate of] $:9%. There is one maore issue, which is
taseation. The government slished the corporate
tax in Seprember 2009, But 95% of the
businesses are non-corporate, so they ane not

A walks through a selar plant, an Adanl Group project, In Ramanapets, in
Telangana, REUTERS

henefiting from this tax cut. Further, because of
the government's policy of protecting the
producers of key industrial inputs — for
example, steel and aluminium - downstream
businesses are seeing increased cost of
production.

Himanshu: Two of the greatest man-made
eeonomibe shocks that the country has seen -
dermonetisation and the mlluut of the Goods arid
Services Tax - were 1 big buasi % fit

IF thie gosvernment can reduce the
compliance burden, or 1 s ready to look at
case of doing business from the perspective
of smaller businesses, that would be a big
elp. smaller businesses don't need more
stlbsidies,

RITESHKUMAR SINGH

expenditure on rural development, agriculture,
rural infrastructure, etc,, which could have
actually turned small and medium enterprises
into growth drivers, is not happening partly
because there are funding cuts in those sectars,
The whole approach of supporting only the
corporate sector at the cost of small and
medivmescale enterprises, which are going to
create employment, demand, and investment in
the econamy, is likely to bead to unsustainable
growth in the long run.

The government also has to realise that not all
small and medium enterprises are tax eviders
andd reduee the regulatory hurdles o them, so
that they can also become large enterprises.
This does not rcquh\: it to spend a lange amount
of money. | think it is necessary to reduce the

the cost of the small and mediurm enterprises or
the unorganised sector. Data from the Budget
clearly show that in the List 10 years, the
effective rate of taation for big businesses has
come down much more compared to small and
medium enterprises. So, there is this mindset
where we depend on big businesses to drive
growth. [ don't think that is going to work given
ademand deficient economy,

Is the market economy to blame for uneven
growth? Should big businesses be
taxed at higher rates, as many recommend?

Himanshu: The effective tax rate has always
heen lower for the larger corporations
compared to the smaller corporations, That is a
problem. In the last 10 years, the effective tax
rate paid by lange corporations has actually
declined, but not so much as far as the amdll and
medium enterprises are concerned. We are
basieally following the policy of effectively
subsidising the large corporations at the cost of
the smaller u:mpaniua. The support that is
being given to the private corporate sector has
not actually even contributed to the gnmh af

litary burden, rediee the compliance costs,
and mlu.u- the kinds of diseriminatory policies
it hus against small companies,

There is also a case for adopting a progressive
taxathon policy, which would imply a larger tax
burden on big business and a much smaller
burden on smaller companies which have less of
an ability to pay.

On paper, smaller companies are supposed o
pay low taxes. But the problem is that large
corporations are able to game the system and
have a much lower taxation rate compared to
the small and medium enterprises, In the latest
year For which data are available, the effective
tax rate for large corporations was close to 200,
whereas for small firms with the profit range of
Tl erore to W0 crove, it was 26%. That is
unacceptable. It is not just about tax rates, but
also the kinds of loopholes that big businesses
are able to use to game the system,

Ritesh Kumar Singh: | have a different opinion
when it comes to taxing the profit of different
businesses. 1 don't want progressive taxation or
lower taxation for smaller firms. | believe we
should have the same tix rate for all businesses,
So, the corporate tax which has been slashed

the economy. A large part of capital

is being supported by the gtm.mmu.nt. Al this is
happening at 2 time when the amount spent to
raise consumption for the bottom 50% of the
papulation is on the decline. For example,

shaoiild b bed to all kinds of businesses,
Otherwise, if you devise progrossive tasation,
there is also misuse. Progressive taxation will
encourage firms to remain smaller. So, my
suggestion would be to treat the profit from all

types of businesses as the same.

The major problem is the inereasing
complianee burden. If the government can
rediee the compliance birden, or if the
government is ready to look at ease of doing
business from the perspective of smaller
businesses, that would be a big help. It is not
that we need more subsidies, There are a lot of
things that can be done without spending
money, without ruining our Bscal targets.

‘What kinds of reforms can help India achieve
ceonamic growth that benefits peaple across
the board rather than just a few business
groups?

Ritesh Kumar Singh: My expectations from the
government are low., Twould like the GST system
to be made like the income tax system, so that
we have quarterly filings and quarterly
payments of taxes and anmual Aling of taxes,
Right now, there are too many gaps, too much
confusion, conflicting interpretations, etc., so
mmuch o that even a chartered accountant
doesn’t know what to do. It s also very difficult
for smaller businesses to get GST refunds or
input tax eredits,

Mext, when it comes to banking, the whaole
credit appraisal system is asset-based rather
tham eash How-based. Private banks are slightly
better in the sense that they rely on cash ows to
extend loans, But government banks, which
have a Far greater reach in smaller towns and
villages, should also switch to cash flow-based
lending.

Himanshu: The solution lies in first recognising
that there is a problem of demand in the
economy and that it comes from the distressed
incomes of a large majority of the population.
Onee you recognise that, the solution
automatically arises. The solution is to find ways
of increasing incomes in the rural economy, to
spend more money in the rural economy and,
through this, benefit small and medium
enterprises. This is also the best way to raise
winges for the workers at the bottom of the
pyramid. The government has enough
regulatory ammunition; it can actually facilitae
small business owners by casing the regulatory
burden, These owners can akso be provided
some kind of credit access support. But all this
will require the political willingness wo realise
that the problem Hes at the bottom of the
pyramid.

Ta listen ta the lull interdew
Scan the code or go to the link
weasa thehiineli.com
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The rising popularity of chess in
India and in the media

Chess use

d to ravely make bi

news, But after the recent Olympiad

coverage of the game in the country has really improved

LK Afith Kumar

ast week, [ was in Anantapur in
L Andhra Pradesh to cover the Du.

leep Trophy. Everyone knew that
prominent Indian ericketers, incisding
Suryakumar Yadav, Shreyas Iyer, Sanju
Samson, and Ishan Kishan, had come to
thedr town. Never before had so many
ericket stars descended on the excellent
ground at the Rural Development Trust
Stadivum in Anantapur. Inorder to make a
pitch that will have the bounce and pace
of the wickets in South Africa and Austra:
lia, one man had travelled 800 kilo:
metres, But that is another story,

While having breakfast at my hotel in
Anantapur one day, [ heard some men at
the next table talking boudly about D, Gu-
kesh. Thad been writing about Gukesh ev.
ery day for a fortnight: the Chess Olym.
piad was taking place in Budapest and |
had to file the match reports while follow.
ing the games online, Now, chess is not
ericket. It is not even football. By that |
mean it is not exactly a subject that bs dis-
cussed in hotels and coffee shops, The
Chess Olympiad, however, got the people
of India talking about the game and about
how the incredible Indian men and wo-
men's teams won gold medals in the Hun.
garian capital. Only two countries have
achieved this feat in the pasi: China and
the erstwhile Soviet Unlon,

When [ first started following chess se-

streaming, which has really helped
spread the popularity of chess., Just yes.
terday, Grandmaster Vantika Agrawal,
ane of the stars ot the Olympiad, was tell
ing me over a phone call how her friends
and teschers from school and eollege
were following her exploits at Budapest
ait YouTuibse,

Over the last few years, the main-
stream media too has woken up to cover
chuess. There was a time when [ or anoth:
er reporter of The Hindu would be the on-
Iy journalist assigned to oover even major
chess tournaments. But when India host:
ed the Chess Olympiad at Mamallapuram
near Chennal two years ago, there was a
large media contingent stationed there, |
remember how a reporter from a televie
sion channel asked Gukesh - he was as
brilliant in Chennai as he was in Budapest
< in Tamil about Sicilian Defence and the
way the young Grandmaster answered in
detail. The Indian men and women won
bronze medals during that Olympiad and
received a Jot of media attention.

That India has now managed to clinch
gold medals at the Olympiad has, of
course, received more extensive coverage
now, especially in the online space. There
were live blogs during the games, oo,
Considering the fact that chess §s not a
spectator sport, this is significant,

Chess is not even considered a sport in
many eountries. In India, though, |I ia

risusly, the Soviet Union was the un.
deoubted superpower in chess, Back then,
Tused to play in chess tournaments, We
used to get great books from the Soviet
Union, mostly translations of fiction from
the Russian, at very affordable prices. |
still have the book on the games of the
1984-85 World Championship match bet-
ween Anatoly Karpov and Garry Kaspa:
row. 1 would replay those games on the
chesshoard 1 had back at home in Kalpet
ta in the Wayanad district of Kerala,

Chess rarely made big news those
days. It would take decades after the In-
ternet revolution for organisers of the
game to discover the possibilities of live

oM

K

ing as one of the & A
sports. With the everincreasing space ui
ven to chess in the media, the game can
only get better, Vantika wold me how nice
it Felt, fior once, to be recognised for the
magnificent effort that she put in at the
Olympiad to el India win the gold,

For decades, there was only one In-
dian who represented chess, But even
that player, Viswanathan Anand, was
onee asked, when he told a stranger that
T played chess for a living, “Who do you
think you are? Viswanathan Anand?”

Not many will ask Gukesh that ques-
tion today.

afthlurmon e hinda. oo

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
A special bond

[ N
A mnan takes bis daughter back hame fram schaol after he atterds a weekly market on the owtshins of Guwahatl, =T R kokwhe

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 17, 1974

Raids on paper dealers' firms
and houses in Madras

Maddras, Sept, 26: In a series of raids
conducted yesterday in Madras on office
premises and godowns of groups of frms
dealing in paper, and residences of the dealers
R, 7 kakhs in cash, Rs. 12 lakhs worth of gold
Jewellery, Rs. 9 lakhs worth of shares of
different companies and considerable number
of documents were seized by Income-tax

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mm

authorities,

According to a departmental spokesman,
one firm engaged in paper manufacture and
its rmiill in the south were also searched.
Searches were also made in connected
premises in Bombay and Caloutta,

The spokesman said that 25 safe deposit
lockers were sealed. Two lockers were opened
and searched. One contained Rs, 1.5 lakhs in
cash. The owner of the locker had earlier
admitted that he had deposited Rs. 1.5 lakhs in
the locker and that it was "unaceounted
money”. The other locker contained gold
Jewellery, The remaining 23 lockers would be
searched in the next few days.

e

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 27, 1924
Resolution on cotton excise
duty

London, Sept. 26: Commenting on the
Assembly's resolution in favour of the abalition
of the Cotton Excise Duty, the "Manchester
Guardian” quotes the Share Report from
Bombay newspapers referring to the prosperity
of the Indian Cotton Industry and states that the
removal of the Excise Duty would mean on an
average an extra six per cent dividend to the
sharcholders,

Al
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
IMF approves latest

Death toll from Bihar’s

THE=®@=HINDU

Number of

Number of people

Total number of polio

relief package to Jitiva Parv Hindu Palestinians killed in who fled to Syria from  cases reported in
Pakistan festival Gaza since October 7 Lebanon Pakistan

In billion dollars. Although the
7 natlon's economy has stabillsed

since it came close to defaulting last
summe, it depends on IMF ballouts and
loans frem friendly countries to service its
hiige debt, which swallaws up half its
annual revenues. ae

4

devotees marked the Jitiya Parv Hindu
festival, obsenved by mothers. The toll
includes 37 children wha have drowned
while celebrating the Hindu festhval. we

The drownings eccurred o
Tuesday and Wednesday
across 15 districts of Bihar as

The toll
4 includes 339
, deaths in

the previous 24 hours, according to the
Health Ministry in Hamas-run Gaza. At least
06,092 peopla have been wounded in the
Gaza Strip In the war, ae

22,000::

Lebanese and around 15,000 Syrlars have
entered Syrla through the Jdeidet Yabus
bordes, alsa known n Lebanon as the
Masnaa crossing, this week. we

2

6,000

The latest wictin of the disease
was a 30-menth-old boy. 15 of
the cases have been reported
fram Balochistan. Sindh reported four
«cases while Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab,
and lslamabad reported ane case each. e
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Storms brewing in East, South China seas

What has led to a flare-up in tensions in recent times? Why does China see its claims over the seas as defensive actions? Why do the regional countries consider it
provocative? Why is the US. drawn into the conflict? What lies ahead?

EXPLAINER

Sankalp Gurjar

The story so far:

n the last few years, maritime East
Asia has become an arena for
intensified power politics. The East
China Sea borders China, Tatwan,
Japan, and South Korea. China asserts
that the Senkaky/ Diaoyu islands, located
in the East China Sea and under Japanese
control, belong to Beijing. There have
been multiple crises over these islands in
the past. The South China Sea lies
between China, Taiwan and five
Southeast Asian count - Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei, the Philippines, and
Indonesia — and has emerged as one of
the most important flashpoints in the
Inde-Pacific. China has been appressively
pushing its claims in the South China Sea.

Why are the seas important to China?
China views the East and South China
Seas through the prism of sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and national security.
China's Defence White paper, issued in
2019, declares, "South China Sea islands
and Diacyu Islands are inalienable parts
of the Chinese territory.” In responding to
the criticism regarding China's activities,
it asserts that “China exercises its national

dgnty to build i ture and
deploy necessary defensive capabilities
on the islands and reefs in the South
China Sea, and to conduct patrols in the
waters of Diaoyu Islands in the East China
Sea.” What China perceives as its
defensive actions are considered offensive
and provocative by the regional countries
surrounding the East and South China
Seas.

What is the significance of the seas?
The key maritime trade routes in East
Asia pass through these two seas. Taiwan
Strait is a critical maritime choke point.
The region is home to undersea cables
that are important for the global digital
economy. As per the LS. Energy
Information Administration, in 2023, 10
billion barrels of petrolewm and
petroleum products and 6.7 trillion cubic
feet of liquefied natural gas passed
through the South China Sea. It is also
home to vast reserves of untapped oil and
natural gas.

What is China doing in the region?
China has been aggrossively pushing its
territorial claims in both seas in two ways:

airstrips, and amhcul islands and by
pushing back against the claims of
regional countries. In the East China Sea,
China vehemently contested Japanese
claims and, both countries found
themsehves embroiled in multiple crises,
the most notable being the arrest of a
Chinese captain of a fishing boat in 2010
and Japan’s nationalisation of the Senkaku
islands in 2012. These crises saw hoth
countries taking maximalist positions.
China had imposed a ban on the export of
rare earth minerals to Japan. In the last
few years, there has been a slight easing
of tensions over the issue regarding the
Senkaku/Diaoyu islands. As per the Japan
Coast Guard data, 2023 saw the highest
level of activity by the Chinese Coast
Guard in the contiguous zone of the
Senkakus. Owing to China's assertive
foreign policy, its relationship with South
Korea, Taiwan and Japan has deteriorated

rapidly.

Meanwkile, the South China Sea has
become a major theatre of Chinese
belligerence. The power asymmetry
between China and the South China
Sea claimant countries is large and is

M

X »

Tensions rise: Membears of the Philippine Coast Guard on alert as a Chinese Coast Guand vessal blocks theirway to a resupply missian at Second Thamas
Shoal In the Sauth China Sea, on March 5, 2024, REUTERS

Conflict in the waves

The South China Sea has become a focal point of geopolitical tensions amid territorial

disputes with China fortifying its presence
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growing continuously. China's navy is also
the largest naval force in the world by
numbers. Therefore, the South China Sea
is sewing the ever-growing projection of
Chinese power. For asserting its claims,
China has deployed a Coast Guard and
maritime militia. The tactics include
dangerous and aggressive manoeuvres at
sea, harassing resupply missions,
ramming vessels, collisions, and using
water cannons and military-grade lasers,
ete. These tactics are known as ‘grey
zone’ operations, which fall short of war
but are designed to alter the status quo.
China has been actively pushing its
claims in the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) of the Philippines. Since 2022,
tensions between China and the
Philippines have been rising due toa
significant increase in the frequency of
such incidents. In June:July 2024, multiple
incidents of elashes oceurred. The Second
Thomas Shoal and Sabina Shoal have
been the focus of China's recent
assertiveness. The Philippines’ resupply
missions to the grounded ship, BRP Sierra
Madre, have been repeatedly disrupted by
China and have become a point of

contention. China aims to drive a wedge
between the LS. and its treaty partners in
East Asia. Chinese Coast Guard ships are
considerably heavier and larger in terms
of tonnage compared with Coast Guard
vessels of other countries. For example,
the Chinese vessel CCG 5901 (541 feet long
and displaces 12,000 tons) is three times
larger than the main ships of the 1.5
Coast Guard, Hence, China's frequent
ramming of the Philippines’ vessels is
dangerous and risky. There is a chance of
miscalculation.

In July, China conducted naval
exercises with Russia in the South China
Sea to demonstrate the support that it
enjoys over it while projecting its claims.
China’s claims in the South China Sea lack
a legal basis, according to a permanent
court of arbitration ruling in 2016,
However, China has rejected that ruling.

‘What has been the response from
regional countries?

The regional countries have responded in
three ways: First, they are building their
defence capabilities. Defence spending
has increased across the Indo-Pacific with

regional countries trying to catch up with
China. For example, by 2027, Japan wants
to double its defence expenditure. The
Philippines too is ramping up its defence
capabilities and, among others, has
acquired the anti-ship, BrahMos missiles
from India.

Second, regional countries are
responding to China’s activities at sea.
From 2016 to 2022, Under President
Rodrigo Duterte, the Philippines sought to
ise the friction between Manila and
Bedjing. Since 2022, the Philippines has
been pushing back and publicising these
incidents. The change in policy was
crafted by the new President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. As a result, the frequency of
incidents has gone up. Regional countries
are engaged in a battle of narratives as
well. They are deploying tools such as
public diplomacy. The Philippines has
been filming the behaviour of Chinese
vessels and is releasing it through social
media. The Philippines has also taken
international journalists along with its
resupply missions in the West Philippine
Sea. The shaping of perceptions has
become a key battleground.

Third, the Philippines, Japan and South
Korea are treaty allies of the U8, and are
strengthening their defence relationship
with it. The UL5. and the Philippines have
enhanced their cooperation in the South
China Sea to "historic levels” and
expanded cooperation in domains such as
base access, training and joint exercises,
They are working with Australia and
Japan in "a complex multilateral maritime
cooperative activity” It is dubbed as the
‘Squad’. According to ULS. Secretary of
Defence Lloyd Austin, the 1.8
commitment to the security of Japan is
“ironclad” and inchudes the Senkaku
islands as well. The U.S., Japan, and South
Korea are deepening their trilateral
cooperation. For the first time in history,
the Defence Ministers of the three
countries met in Japan in July 2024, In
view of aggressive Chinese maritime
activities, the press statement noted that
these three countries “strongly oppose
any unilateral attempts to change the
status guo in the waters of the
Indo-Pacific.” They also "stressed the
importance of fully respecting

international law including the freedom of

navigation and overflight”

Despite the efforts at bolstering the
115! alliances in the Indo-Pacific,
concerns remain about American
credibility and the impact of the U5,
domestic politics on its external security
commitments. There is also a debate
about whether the LS. engagement in
East Asia balances the Chinese power or
fuels conflict.

(Sankalp Gurjar is an expert on Asian
Security and Indo-Pacific Geopolitics)

THE GIST
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China asserts soverelgnty over
the East China Sea, particu lary
the Senkabu/Diaoyu islands,
which are cantralled by Japan,
and pushes its claims in the
South China Sea, leading o
heightened tensions with
several Southeast Asian
nations.

-

The East and Sauth China Seas
are vital maritime trade routes,
housing essential undersea
cables and significant resenes.
aof all and natural gas, making
them critical for reglonal and
global economies.

-

China is expanding its military
presence by bullding artificial
Islands, military infrastructure,
and aggressive maritime
tactics, which include
harassing vessels from
neighbouring countries.

-

In reaction te China's
assertiveness, countries like
Japan and the Phillppines are
increasing thelr defence
capabil ities while shifting
policies to confront Chinese
actians.
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A life in revolution: Bhagat Singh,
aradical thinker and ideologue

Aok back at the works of a revolutionary who was martyred in the fight for freed

life writing on many subjects, from communalism and ineguality to religion and £

Lrathunesh Kher

mour age and clime, a radical
worldview is often simplified. As if
an entire ideclogy could be
reduced tw a hadku, and the worth
nan reduced o mere sloganeering.
it is Gandhi, Ambedkar, Bose,
kar, or Nehru, all are victims of this
! hose who existed in the

st serve merely the political interests of

the present. One such figu histary is
Bhagat Singh. On his birth anniversary,
we take a Jook back at some of the works
of the thinker and ideologue,

Literary references

Bhagat Singh was able o communicate in
Urdu, Purjabi, Hindi, and English, and
wits Farniliar with the fundaments of
Sanskrit.

Iin onie of his earliest pleces in 1923,
The Problem of Punjal's Language and
Seript, a 16-year-old Stgh hicidly
explains distinetion between the
rimukhd seript and the Punjabl
anguage, and how a language is suffused
wihth Influences far beyond macle

Singh's jail notebook and letters also
reflect the eclecticlsm of his lierary diet
In Vishwa Prem (Undversal Love),
published in November 1924, Singh
declares " Visvabandhuta (Universal
Brotherhood)! For me the greatest
meaning of this word is equality and
nething else, None will need w cry for
bread when hungry... There would be
e without penal codes.”

nl:c Rana Pratap, Magzind,
g Washington, Savarlar,

ey as models for :I:(

i

in the article.
By 1908, the stark realities of the
Indian siuation were more appare

the young Singh.

Inn the article Commumal Riots and their
Sodution, Singh comes down hard on the
Journalists of his day, writing, “These
people arouse public sentiment by
writing bold headlines in the newspapers
against one or the other and compel
people to start fighting with one
another... riots started in many locations
Just because of the fact that local
newspapers had written articles that
stoked passions.”

“The actual duty of newspapers is to
educate, o liberate people from
marrow-rnindedness, eradicate
fundamentalism, to help in ¢
sense of fraternity among pey
bk a common nationalism n Tndia, bt
these papers behaved in a manner
entirely antithetieal to their duties,” he
Hays,

Students and politics
“We are hearing a wide
stucherits should not take p
work,” Stngh writes in a July 1928 arthcle,
Stuelenis and Polities aintng how the
then Punjab government required
asplring collegiates o “sign off on an
undertaking that they will not take part in
political activities. an
education which will “only equip thes
for elerieal fobs” would be “worthle
“They should stucly, but at the same limt
they should acquire the knowledge of
polities too, and when the need arlses
they should jump into the fray and
sacrifice thedr lives for the natbon,” Singh

1928 artiche, The Problem of
Singh exhorts the

led untowchables, the real
iners of life™ to remember that they
he backbone of Guru Gobind
Singh's army. Shivaji was able to achieve
all he did with your participation and it
made him forever shine in history.” Singh

urges them to “unite o stand on your
and challenge the existing order

lk(hnnmhq. idea that “since someone
I8 born in a poor sweeper's family, he
shall continue cleaning totlets all his life"
s “utter nomsense”, Singh stokes the
depressed classes to t i revolution
from a soclal agitation.” Singh reminds
the untouchables that they "are the
pillars of the nation and its core strength.
Awake, O sleeping lions! Rebel, ralse the
bamner of revolt”

In a December 1929 article, What is
Revolution?, Singh explains, “The spirit of
revolution should always permeate the
soul of humanity so that reactionary
forces may not accumulate to check its
eternal onward march, Old arder should
change, always and ever, yielding place w
fiew, 50 that one ‘good’ erder miy not
corrupt the world. It s in this sense that
wee raise the shout 'Long Live
Revohition'”

In a thiee-part phece ttled, What i
Anarchism?, published in 1928, Singh
reflects, “Anarchisis are agalnst God and
religlon o begin with because they feel
this s the root of mental slivery, And
then they are againsi th e because it
b8 the root of physical slwvery. They say

pration of heaven, fear of hell, or with
hand of liw s the wrong
anel it s also an insult toa

Im:h writes, ".nm:nlmu to
ean of the term, revolution means
omplete overthrow of the existing
il order and its replacement with the
st order,
Bovernment ma ry I8 just a weapon
i the hands of the rul o further
anad safeguard its interest. We want to

e, and handle it, to utilise it for the
consummation of our ideal, Le,, social

1 erudite, and a polvglot, he filled his short and tumultuons
th, words which have a chilling contemporary relevance

reconstruction ona new, Le., Marsist,

1

Challenging faith
As an atheist and o materdalist, Singh had
thought organised religion to be an
impediment to the freedom strugghe in
part IuLhr and to social progress in

general. " n see the mountain of
n:li;.dunsl ng in our path,” Singh

writes in an April 1928 article, Relighon
ard our Freedom Struggle. *... a clash

between people could be instigated with

thie bowd recitation of Koranic verses and

Vedic mantras. The question is then, why
should we not de sway with all this onee

and for all¥ he asks.

I Wy am an Atheist, Singh declares,
"y man who stancs for progress has o
criticise, disbelieve and challenge every
ftem of the ald fbth., em by jem, he has
tis peason oul every nook and corner of
the prevailing fuith... An individual who
clatimg to be st has to challenge all
of anelent faith

I an April 1929 letier to his
compatriot Sukhe,
haw lhq. t'm::llul i

:lﬂcmm:ll uI thee falled n.'|‘|:|||ul
siys, "He could have efther gon
committed sulclde, but with a letter from
his beloved, he became not only as
stromy as the others, but stronger than
everybody el The character o
person is always elevated by love; it never
shons one ina bad Hght provided that the
lowe is true bove, True bove can never be
created, IIWL“:I up by itself when no one

s writings must be read widkely

pee would be a better tribute o
Singh's life as a revolutionary than
propagandism or empty political
posturing.
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your snswers to
dailygquizfithehindu co.in

Here is a quiz on the occasion of the birth anniversary of revolutionary freedom fighter

Bhagat Singh

Prathmesh Kher

k
QUESTION 1

Which school did Bhagat Singh attend in his boyhood?
k

QUESTION 2

Wit word did Singh and his comrades add to the Hindustan
Republican Asoclation thus changing Its acranym from HRA to HSRA?

k
QUESTION 3

What was the name of the Britivh officer assassinated by Bhagat Singh

and Rojguru?
(9

QUESTION 4

Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw bombs In the Central
Legilative Assembly In opposition te the intreduction of which sets af

Laws?

k
QUESTION §

How many days of hunger strike did Bhagat Singh undergo in protest of

the treatment of political prisoners?
M
K

LS

Visual Quastion:
This is a photagraph of Bhagat Singh taken secretly at the
Lahore pelice station during his first arrest and detention
Inconnection with the Lahere Dussehra barmb case of
1826, How long was he detalned In prison in connection
wilth th case?

Questions and Andwars to the previous day's dally quiz: 1.
Expand the initials T5. in the great poet's name. Ans: Thomas

2, 0Fthe faur parts af Ebat’s 'Faur Quarits', bao are ‘Bummt
Morten” and 'East Coker. Name the other two, Ans: 'The Dry
Salvages” and "Little Gldding'

3. Which work s called Elot's 'conversion poem’ because it wad
wiritten after his conversion ta Anglicanism in 19277
AnssAsh-Wednesday'

4, Ta which Witerary figure was Elet's mast famous work 'The
Wasteland' dedicated and from where did he get the title? Ans:
Ezra Pound and Jessle Weston's 'From Ritusl to Romance'
5, In "0 Possum's Baak of Practical Cats) if Macavity i the
Mystery Cat, then who & The Cat about Town and The Rallway
Cat? Ama: Skimbleshanks and Bustopher Jones

&, At which famaus bank did Ellat work? Ans: Lloyds

T.in the “The Love Song of 1. alfred Prufrack], how does the
pratagonist measure aut bis life? Ans: With coffes spoons
Wiswal: This World Heritage Site |s the setting for which of Ellot's
Tarmous warks? Ans: Canterbury Cathedral

Early Birds: Shanrmugadass K | Tamal Biswas | Plyali Tull | Tite
Shiladitya | Sanali Das

Know your
English

K, Subrahmaniin
Upendran

Hil Fow wis your trip to Ooty?”

1t was fantastie. We really enjpoyed.”

"Enjeyed what?”

“The trip to Doty of eourse. | thought
18 cibvions,”
it &0 obvious to me”

Ut st Why?"

"Hecause your answer was
neomplete.”

"You asked me how our trip was and |
told you we really enfoyed.”

e nmllym}u)ul Is an incomplete
answer.”

thi

word ‘enjoy’ ina senten
lullc wed by an ul*.'l.ldnd
h pl

% ¥
Iu-u:n:ing oo techn
“That would be wonderful, Go ahead,

whrn you use the word ‘enjoy’, you
have to tell the listener what it s you
emjoyed, While talking about Ooty, you
could hive said 1 really enjoyed my trip
o Doty or *We really enjoyed our stay in

care than the stay, 1enjoyed the train
Journey”

"Good. You can also say ‘T enjoyed
myself in mly' ar "We enjoyed
ourselves””

“Thanks for your explanation.”

“Thank you.”

"You remember the physics test [ was
complaining about some time ago?™

"Yes”

“Anyway, [ got 98 per cent in that test.”

"Congratulitions!”

“Oh, there's no peed to congratulate
e for that.”

"You mean "on that', don't you?"

"On that?”

"You congratulate someone on
something, not for something. Everyone
congratubated the cricket team on its fine
performance.”

“ned what about the volleyball team?
Shouldn't we congratulate them for... |
mean on thedr performance?”

Vou mean thelr nen-performance?™

"Dioa't bee s mean.”
erely stating bt
-ryuru- is blaming the coach for the

it
"wlinual Blime the eoach? He s a
agEre
. what?™
The first a)-llulilu ‘i’ rhiyimies with
v’ and 'kingg'. That is, the final

sounds like IIIL' A’ in 'Ch

“Yery good. And the final :I)‘”iIHL' is
easy enough, What do you think *poop’
rhiymes with?™
" mlml» like "soup'”
e e another word it thymes

wit
o

“aned the word is proncunced
nincomponp,”

n you guess what the word means?”

"It probably means an idiot or
something like that”

"Very close, A nincompoop is a silly or
fesobishy person, It is an informal word.”

“Then I'm looking at a nincompoop
now."

"How dare you call me a
nincompoop!”

"I'm naot calling you a nincompoog,
silly. Look, here's a picture of our coach in
the school magasne”

Pulrished in The Hind on fuly 6, 1993

Word of the day

Specious:
Plausible but Talse

SYNONYMS: decoptive, inaccurats,
misguided

Usage: yis argument is somewhat spacious,
Pronunciation: bitly/speciouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jspifes)

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
lettars@thehindu.caln
with the subject 'Text & Contist’
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Passengers are screened far their temperatures at the Incheon International Airport in Sowth Korea, as part of & training dal to check
Rhe quaraitine response system in the event of suspected infections. /e

M
K

World Rabies Day: tracing the journey
from myths to modern medicine

World Rabies Day, on September 28 which commemorates the death of Pasteur, encourages reflection on the misconceptions that once shaped the approach to this discase,
and the ongoing efforts to develop vaccines, By connecting past and present, we are reminded of the need for awareness, education, and vaccination to eradicate rabies

Aravinda €.

n May 2024, a tragic incident in

Alappuzha, Kerala, highlighted the

omgoing threat of rabies in the 215t

century. A nineyear-old boy died
from rabies after being bitten by a stray
dhog. He was not vaccinated after the
attack owing to the absence of major
wounds, This preventable death
prompted school assemblies that tumed
nto science classes. A message was
delivered to over 159,000 students across
T40 schools, underscoring the critical
need for immediate medical attention and
vaccination after any animal bite to
prevent rabies,

This incident serves as a stark
reminder that, despite advancements in
medical science and the availability of
effective rabies vaccines, the disease
remains a significant public health
challenge. With a nearly 100% fatalicy rate
omce sympioms develop, rabies continues
to be a formidable threat.

World Rabies Day, observed on
September 28 to commemorate the death
of Lonis Pasteur, encourages reflection on
both the historical misconceptions that
omce shaped the approach to this deadly
disease and the ongoing efforts o develop
wacrines and modern strategies for rabies
control, By comnecting the past and
present, we are reminded of the
continuous need for awareness,
education, and vaccination to eradicate
ribies,

Weird theories
Historically, rabi
by superstitions and misguided theories,
One ancient remedy was consuming dog
hair to cure rabies. Another i9th-century
idea from an Monsignor Storti was to
set up brothels for dogs—to counteract
what he believed was canine sexual
frustration. Such theories did nothing to
sto the disease’s spread. Rabies, known
for over 4,000 years, was first noted in
ancient Mesopotamia and [ndia, whene
early texts like the Susrufa Sambita
descril its symptoms. However,
understanding and trestment remained
limited for centuries, with many
misconceptions persisting. Despite this
ancient awareness, progress in
understanding and treating rabies
stagnated for centuries,

Advent of vaccination

The 19th cemtury marked a tuming point
in the batthe against rabies with the
advent of germ theory, which
fundamentally I.hlill.d mur.lu.al sCiences

turned his attention to rabies in the 1880s.

At the time, the understanding of

immunology was midimentary, and the
concept of viruses as distinet infectious
agents was non-existent, Pasteur himself
referred to the rabies pathogen asa
“wirus,” but this term merely signified an
unknown infections agent smaller than
bacteria. Despite the lack of a cle.
understanding, Pasteur hypothesised that
a weakened, or “attenuated,” version of
the rabies vires could stimulate the
immune system to fight off a real
infection.

Adter years of painstaking work, which
included drying infected rabbit spinal
cords to weaken the virus, Pasteur
developed a vaccine that could be
administered after exposure but before
the onset of symptoms, providing a
critical window to save lives. This work
was groundbreaking, especially
considering that the immune system's
workings were poorly understood, and
Pasteur's methods were developed largely
through trial and error.

Pasteur’s first major success came in
1885 when he treated a nine-year-old boy
Joseph Meister, who had been severely
bitten by a rabid dog. Given the high
muartality rate associated with rabies,
Meister's survival following Pasteur’s
vaccination regimen was hailed as a
scientific triumph, However, it is
impaortant tonote that modemn ethical
standards for clinical trials were not in
place at the time.

Pasteur’s decision to test the vaccine on

A stray dog being caught to administer anti-rables vaceing n Salem, ALE PHOTD.

Rabies, known for more than
4,000 vears, was first noted

in ancient Mesopotamia and
India, where early texts like
the Susruta Samhita described
its symproms. However, the
understanding and treatment
remained limited for centuries

human subije cluding Medster and
other rabies victims, was driven by
desperation and the absence of
alternatives, rather than a fully informed
understanding of the risks involved. After
the smallpox vaccine was developed,
there was an &5-year gap before Pasteur
created the rabies vaccine, the second
vaccine ever developed.

The success of the rabies vaccine had
far-reaching consequences. Just months
after Meister's treatment, four boys from
Newark, New Jersey, who had been bitten
by a rabid dog, were sent io Paris o
receive the vaccine.

Their successful recovery brought
international attention to Pasteur's work
and solidified his reputation as a pioneer
of modern medicine.

The publicity surrounding these cases
spurred the global demand for the rabies
vaccine and led to the establishment of
the Pasteur Institute in the year 1888, a
research facility that would become a
cornerstone in the development of many

Maitri Porecha

sex with her partmer.

and real
from vaginismu
resident. Vag

women suffering from it

three gynaecologis
fertility advice. [ felt g

«ore isswe,” says Anjana,

women heal th

wrlo

the vagina.

says D Jindal, who suffered from va-

few months into her mar-
A rigge, Anjana R., 31, realised

that she was unable to have
“My body
would not respond. All 1 could feel
was pain. | researched the condition
= that | may be suffering
ays the Chennai
smus is one of the
lesser-discussed conditions related o
women's sexual health and wellness,
where the pelvic floor and the vagina
tighten up to avoid penetrative inter-
course, It is an uncontrollable muscle
spasm, a phobic response to penetra:
ticn, which has harmful effects on

In the next few weeks, she visited
They gave me | §
slit by them;
they were not ready to address my

Taru Jindal, a Mumbai-based gy-
naecologist, whio has helped over 450
vaginismus
through a holistic approach, says that
wften when women approach gynae-
its complaining about “painful
sex," they usually suggest surgery to
remove the hymen or advise Bobox
treatment to paralyse the nerves of

"They don’t understand that vagi-
smius is not menely a physical block;
the woman®s mind saying no as it
perceives sex as a threatening activi-
ty. It is often linked to trauma or sex-
ual abuse in the past, watching the
'pe:srtma] of vinlence against \mmcn

future vaccines.

Epidemiology in India

Rabies in India, as of 2021, caused 59,000
deaths, representing 33% of the global
total. Notably, 36% of these fatalities
resulted from dog bites, highlighting the
urgent need for improved rabies control
and dog vaccination programs to prevent
this preventable disease. The overall
economic cost of dog-mediated rabies was
estimated to be $8.6 billion,

Newer rabies immunoglobulin (Rahies
Igy and the rabies vaccine are essential for
post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) against
rabies. Rabies Ig is specifically used for
category 3 bites, which imvolve severe
exposure such as transdermal bites or
seratches, and provides immediate
protection by supplying ready-made
ibodies, It is administered once,
nfiltrated around the wound, on
day O with the first vaccine dos:

The newer rabies vaccine is used for
both category 2 and 3 bites; category 2
imvolves minor bites or scratches without
bleeding. The vaccine stimulates the
immune system to produce long-term
antibodies and is given in a series of four
intra-dermal doses on days 0, 3, 7, and 28
(Modified Thairegimen) or 0,3,7,14 and 28
intramuscular doses (Essen regimen) for
umvaccinated individuals, Previousky
vaccinated individuals receive two doses
on days 0 and 3 without Rabies [g.

One Health Approach
The “Ome Health™ approach, recognises
the interconnection between people,
dmmal'». plants, and their shared
ent. This strategy

crllaboration among veterinary, medical,
and environmental sectors o effectively
manage rabies at the human-animal-
environment interface. Local bodies play
avital robe in animal control efforts, such
as stray dog population management,
vaccination drives, and public education
campaigns, which are critical o
preventing rabies outhreaks, To achieve
the dream of zero rabies deaths by 2030,
India needs to establish a robust
surveillance mechanism, including
GlS-enabled tracking, and ensure
successful coordination among key
institutions such as wildlife, urban and
rural mi s, animal husbandry, the
Ministry of Environment and Forests, the
Ministry of Panchayat Raj, and the Health
Ministry.

Effective r_'ulldbulatlcsn among these

. o g in

isolation will |Ddrd o lintle m no sunt.u-ﬁ in
eradicating this preventable disease.
{Dr: . Aravingda is an academic and
public health physician,
aravindaaiimsiriohotmail.oom)

conditions related to wamen's sexwal
health. GETTY IMAGESRETOORHOTD

[ginismus for nearly seven years.
High prevalence

While there is no n
lence study on va

pecific studies are cited to
the prevalence of the condi

muscle.

maonth online programme fo

Vaginlsmus s ane of the | esser-discussed

multiple case reports and hospital-
lish
on. For
instance, the Department of Obste-
trics Gynaecology (OBG) Physiothera-
Py at the Karnataka-based Institute of
Physiotherapy run KLE Academy of
Higher Education and Research, con-
ducted an observational study in 160
women from 20 to 35 who faced fer-
tility isswes and sought treatment.
Whien they were screened for Vaginis-
mus, 58% were found to be suffering
from complaints linked to the condi-
tion: fear of penetration, painful sex,
and tensing of the pelvic floor

While researching her condition,
Anjana stumbled upon Dr Jindal's
work at a Bengaluru-based company
called Proactive For Her. Their lhu-e

THE GIST

The disease remains a
significant public health
challenge. With & nearly 1000
fatality rate once symploms
develop, rables continues to
be a farmidable threat

-

The 19th century marked a
rurning paint in the battle
against rables with the acvent
of germ theory, Pasteur
turned his attention to rabies
in the 1830s, He hypothesised
that a weakened rables virus
could stimulate the immune
gystem to fight an infection
-

Pasteur's first major success
came In 1885, Just months
Later, four bays fram New
Jersey who had been bitten,
were sent to Pars 1o receive
the vaccine. Thelr recavery
brought intemational
atiention to Pasteur and
solidified his reputaticn as a
ploneer of maderm medicine

When women’s bodies reject sex

ferred toa lot of western material and
designed a  step-wise approach,
which included psychological swp-
port, pelvic floor relaxation exercis-
e, dilation of the vagina, couples the-

rapy, and introduced pleasure
components,” she says,
Anjana middle-cluss, She en-

rolled for the three-month pro-
pramme which cost her a steep
30,000, She s
was worth
weeks and included 24 sessions with
multiple experts. Male pariners were
encouraged to join. “My partner f-
nancially supported my situation, sol
was okay, but many women are un-
able to afford these costs. For some,
the cost of the programme is equiva-
lent tor their monthly salary,” she says.
Dr. findal said that currently she is
numnning the 32nd batch of 60 wo-
men, and there are already 35 wo-
men on the waitl!
“We now have the largest cohort of
women living with vaginismus who
have healed. We are in the process of
publishing our research in an interna-
tional journal, as historic there is
hardly any or documentation of such
cases from India," she said. Dr. Jindal
said the programme cost has now
been reduced from ¥ 30,000 to
120,000,
(porechamaitri migthehindu.co.in)

,.‘

For feedback and suggestions
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on physical and emotional h B sclence@thehindu.co.in
“Traditionally, vaginismus is not with the subject ‘Daily page’
taught in medical school, So, 1 re-
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Delhi’s air crisis:
A failure of will

The national capital needs to bank on science
and enforee policy measures to contain the
disastrous impact on citizens' health

air quality in Delhi is again on the brink —
Wednesday's was the worst air the city breathed
in nearly 100 days though the situation
improved yesterday. Despite this belng an
annual spectre that arrives with ample forewarning,
the governments— in Delhi, its surrounding states, and
at the Centre —appear wholly unprepared (o act, until it
becomes a full-blown crisis.
Policymakers have repeatedly revealed their inability
tounderstand the science that should form the basis of
thedr decisions, Take, for instance, the attempts to
understand real-time source apportionment of Delhi's
pollutants. In January 2019, the Delhi government
tasked the University of Washington to find the real-
time source of air pollution. Eighteen months later, the
government abandoned the project. In November 2021,
it roped in IT-Kanpur, However, unhappy with the
institute’s “data generation”, the government
termminated the deal two years later and claimed that
accurate forecasting was untenable! Last heard, the
Delhi Pollution Control Committee was looking for
another institute to do the work, The mess points to the
real malaise in the system: putting the cart before the
horse, The government makes policy decisions (also
influenced by political contingencies) without building
asound scientific foundation. Adhocism, driven more
by reaction r.han reason, tends to shape policies,
Delhi's crisi Is both immediate and long-term
2l ]-‘lrsmhr i di egy. Delhi ]
itata disadvantage i
ﬂ'lelndn{}angmc Plainwith the Himalayas to its north
and northwest makes ita natural basin for pollutants,
espectally from the farm fires in Haryana and Punjab.
Bat this does not excuse inaction: Year after vear, the two
neighbouring states’ governments blame econormic
hardships faced by farmers to avoid putting out farm
fires. The reality is alternatives exist to stubble burning
but arenot en.l'Un:ed Alluw'lngﬂwﬂrt-s torage, knowing
th P bdication of the
State’s responsibility tocitizens, In - o long:
term, the government needs to shift its focus to

The world wants
to Make in India

Decisive leadership,

a large market, a young
workforce, and a vibrant
democracy make India
an attractive proposition
for investors

ndia's froman

a 239% jump in exports while
imports have halvod, This has helped
local matiafacturers and sellers, and
of course, the children, who were
earlier exposed to hazardous, kow-
qquality toys that were imporoed.
Imdia’s journecy has been exciting,
and the fuwre Jooks even more
promising The wide arvay of policis
I nitiated Ey the Modi government 1o
5 d prowide

economy weakencd by a dee-

ade of mismanagement under

the Unitedd Progressive Alliance

(UPA) governiment to a rare,

sought-afier bright spot in
today’s multuous workd is o resalt
of various effective pollcles, Includ-
ing the flagship Make in India initia-
tive, 1 was laun ched by Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Narendra Modi 10 years ago
o rednvigorate job ereation and stim-
ulate ecanomic growth,

The Make in India mission has
delivered results that make the coun-
ry a favoured investment destina-
won. As P Isald. Itls aroaring
success that has made Indéa the focus
of ghobal attention and curiosity. I
has empowered businesses, espe-
clilly MSMEs, to produce high-qual-
ity goods and transformed several
secton from bedng imponten of sub-
standard products (o exporters of
hilgh-quality goods.

lLigh-quality goods and services is
now bearing fruit.

This cxciting Journey
began from n precarious
position, The scam-scarred
LIPA gowernment had inher-
Ited a robust economy with
strong masToeconamic fun-
damentals, but it left behind
a mess that made citizens
anxkous and businesses pes-

Piyush
Goyal

righitly said, “Make in India initiative
illustrates the collective resolve of
140 erore Indisns to make our nation
awmmdmanuﬁuumm and
innovation. I's noteworthy how

The Make i India missbon b

exports have risen in varic
capacities have been bullt and thus,
the economy has been strengthened,”
In contrast 1o the UPA era. which
was plagued by scandals, the Modi
government has overseen o surge ol
innovation, with the Startup Indin
Initiotive leading to the cre-
athon of about 15 lakh jobs.
These startun are not just
creating jobs: they arcalio
providing solutions 1o
reduce food wastage. pro-
vide better health care,
empower women, help
farmers, and improve sani-
tation. The Is

simistic. The economy was ina state
cll'dlmn'ay. plagued by high inflation,

Emwﬂl.un unstable rupee, vul-
I1(‘l‘i le banking system and a
neglected manufacturing sector. On
top of that. thu UPA government

alse supporting manufacturing
through :nilianw: like the rlcvﬂlar

compeltiveness, These schemes
have anracted 2132 lakh crore in

ya

story. For them, India offers the
advantage of four Ds: Dechive lead-
ership, demand from a 140 crore

nvestments to significantdy boost
B5

1
Nk jobs have been created directly
and Indirectly through this inftiathve.
Tndin is now recognised asa key
partner in highdech and emerging
technologies. Global companies are
wager to invest in India, benefiting
ffrom the country’s manpower, man-
agement expertise, and improved
infrastructure, which allaws for effi-
cient operations and competitive
[pricing in the global market,
Modernising infrastructure has
Iu:cn a key priority. with substantial

dividend of
i young workforce, and a vibrant
democracy.

To support MEMEs, the govern-
ent has taken mimenous sieps o
imgrrove the ense of doing business,
mcacking eliminating 42000 compli-
ance requirements and removing
criminal penaltics for minor offen-
ces, Indin hos significantly improved
its rank in the World Bank's Ease of
Daing Business report, rising from
142nd in 2014 to 63rd in 2019,

The Mndi giwmnm:nl remains

et of 11 ind

sanart cities, 1::|au|r|.glnveumm|5
of 217 lakh crore and generating
direct and Indirect employment for

[aced
Iumhrlng i+ hugglllu; sums of
money.

However, alter a decade of PM
Modi's visionary beadership, India
I1n maintained nmnuhnuring

desplte

Additionally, the Froduction
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes are
Aranaforming the country's meanulac-
turing sector. These schemes lous
o critical secbors such as chectron-

Ifnw like twin m and the devas-

fes, pharm, awtomoblles,
and textiles to create eoosystems for

leading to the devel
ment of modern highways, vxpms-
ways, and world-class rallway ua-
tons. India’s infrastructune spen

has Increased substantally. TMa
year's Unlon Budget allocated a
rrecord RLILIN crore caplulrmull-
ture thivt will efffect

d b"lm: ense

i g wm regularly corsulting

siakeholders to introduce new, inno-

vative reforms. PM Mod is deter-

milned o promote investment. sup-
11 basinesses, wnd seoure a bright
:wrlmhm s:.muh The Make In

umlm.mnumynlnlnmu[nﬂumlg.

Investor confidence in India is
growing, with foreign CEOs and
industry badics lrgulmly wisiting.

miajor
url:l.wlnxllwn;ml. 7

Piysish Gayad Is Urnkon e balser af
comenerce and indusiry,

An example of this transformation
i whic]

tuting global 1

As the PM

ensure gobal  enger

Indin’s growth

The views espressnd are persanal

SC order on child porn
marks a paradigm shift

mmmlmlwpr_gumldlln K)FUUM (lld

ennt gaps | the Idea

e Supreme Court of India’s Monday
I ruling on the legal nature of viewin
Invuwmg midmors umder the Protection

afChikdren from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
-nnrk-n significant Ivunlmlmu'nlﬂn‘m the

a wmmnlll Madris ligh court order and
reclassifylng “child pornography” as “child
sexual exploiative and abuse mnlcrinl

that any engagement with such msterial,
whether active or passive, |5 a criminal sct,

The judgment Rirther delineates throe sepo-

ud:m:mu]cr&nlun 1l the POCSO Act

= failing to delete o report CSEAM intended

KEIR STARMER

\‘l
I want to reset our

clationship with

the European Union and make Brexit |

work fo

HT

the British people. I want to
it what we can
achieve within the EU reset

fior sharing, octually sharing or peeparing 1o
share such material, and sofngor p\xnmalng

(CSEAM), the apex court
legal protections for minors but also set o
global precedent in addrnessing one of the most
hel -

DDI'II:mlluhle sources ufmlluum —vehicular
the pe

construction. ‘I‘I:mmwell withlnthc Ddhi
government's remi. |
are inconsistent, and measures are typically rolled out
after the problem has escalated.

Thisisa profound public health crisis where the lives
of over 20 million people are at stake. The State has the
resources to mitigate the crisis but seems short on the
will to implement the solutions. Delhi is choking
biecause the administration is slipping.

Rent-seeking in the
name of NRI quota

he stinging rebuke that the Punjab government

received from the Supreme Court over its atternpt

to expand eligibility under the NRI quota in
miedical admissions was the only expected outcome in
the matter. The state government had moved to allow
the wards/“nearest relatives” of NRIs to avail of the
quota apart from children of NRIs, with “nearest” kin
covering grandparents, maternal and paternal uncles
and aunts, and even first cousins, Given the quota had
been introduced to allow children of NRIs to seek
higher education in India, t ded eliggibility

1 toa rent-seek e el |

LOO8 TOr
establishment —fees for NRI seats are typically several
multiples of those charged for general category seats,
and vacant NRI seats must be transferred to the
general category at the fees applicable for the latter.

Theimplications for merit would have been severe,
as the move would have allowed candidates with
money to claim seats despite lower scores than non-
NRI candidates by simply proving relationship with an
NRI individual, which is not toohard todo in a state
that seessignificant international out-migration.
Theapex court's rejection of the move should serve
asawarning toother states that have adopted such
expanded definitions of the quota.

Indeed, o harder look at the relevance of the NRI
quiota fself is called for. The quota facilitated higher
education for children of NRIs from many Gulf
nations that didn't allow dependent visasafter the age
of 18 years. That is now changing, with the UAE having
relaxed such a rule a couple of years ago. Equity
balanced with merit must be made the lodestone for
allocation of scant higher educational opportunities
in the country, not mere considerations of revenue.

The ruling by Chief Justice of India (CI1)
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud and justice JB
Pardiwala underscores that the act of con-
sumiing sexually explicit content Invelving

it for in. This granular break-
dwnmumumﬁlu legal framewark that
mmmd’lh rﬂmv rrmalkdng in dif-
Ficult for 1
the law.

The st forward-ooking aspect of the judg-
mcnil is its enphisis on promoting sex educa-
o anel reform "ﬁ legislitive framewerks. The

Pragmatism set to define
Sri Lanka’s foreign policy

minors i not merely a private viee butaser-  Courts eall so the Unkan govem ment i actively Ince Anura Kumsir Dissamhmllm sense In the contemporary world order, This
ous crime that I'uulsa broader cydl:ol’lbmc [promeate positive, age-appropriate sex of uci- Jaratha Vimukthi Py F) was tstee] belore the coct il

peindple,  don isa preventing of s Do I recs
the Court has srl]mll.nanluu the global  gon of CSEAM. ﬂwmnh@lwllnlun A s Lk, thes aboutthe  ognises tht Dndia’ chout and eco-
stage, placing it among the few countries thal 1d ot W o g policy. Glven teece-  momle growth will belp umumuym-muluj
recognl P the p fal tool |‘u|' hlldd nl!ﬂ i I rveral promises in Dis-
tion of such material, young sdubts Nlmuwlumwlmgclu likedy o take precodence — S Lanka will con- nmy*u munifesto, muM:plngsn

Mary nations strsggle w keep up make informed choboes about thelr tire to balance between Dndia and China. The itime hsls, a port

new dispensation’s quest Iurpodmvmilnm

At its In:l'Pﬂﬂhhll‘l"Imﬂ!El\"l‘wlln

Imh el reglonal loghstics mansgement Il
will depend an the latter’s connectivity with
India. Disanaywle watis to improve iourism
and

staunchly anti with fis
Siinika rationadis ideclogy. Fight-

with the evolving nature of chikl l‘lullhclih and behaviours,
exploitation in the digital age. For aligns with
instance, in the United Seates, the ;(Jnlinl best practices, Countries like
legal frurmework criminalises the pos- the Netherlands, which have compre
sesabon, viewing and distri bution of hensive sex od

child sexual abuse material, with Utkarsh starting at an carly age. have reparied
strict pﬂmnfirs However, enforoe- Anand lower rates of sexual violence and
mi ] i abuse. Research wel
tion e whit constitutes illegal mae- structuired sex education can delay

rial can vary by state, While the Buomn
directives onc

tation. enforcement and legal Imcrprmﬂuu

are uneven across the member countries,

the onset of sexual activity among youth and
foster healthier amitudes toward refationships.
By sdhvocating for similar educational reforms,
e Court has seta path that notonly addresses

P@Jmlmls bachelrop, I P Court

ml approach to crlanalulng all [orrm nr

the ol
tlon but also targets the root cases of such
behaviour,

Cotart’s udiement & h

€ witl

The judgment’s r!:l:ommcndutlon o
replace the term “child pomography” with
CSEAM mirha‘;me‘lrldi;m ahift. The Ic‘l:m
- ke lachudt

ulegulm_r’;:ﬂlw—illuudthu:dou for socl-
ety s whole. The Court's recommendations
for psychological counselling, therapeutic

iug [ndtrm “expansionism” in South Asla was

]mimt\'lllnmmprﬁm'mlmmI11p-aﬂ=1||tcm'|‘||-I
ry. Ilsthhyuwllg portance of conmectivity

eonsensual and abustve nature of content
lnwhlng minors, By adopting the term
“CSEAI

rellect it i :I:lllq;almuulu
alone are insulficient. A | d

np(uwdl Invnhlnguimwm health care pro-

this rmlrrldim recnd ol abusc ard eeplnit-
tion, Aol entertainment or consent, This
redefinition recognises the tranma inflicted
an child victims, whase rights and dignity are
repeatedly viok ted each time such material is
viewed or shared.

Tlmm count's call for this terminology
change challenges the legal and socletal per-

and child AT BT
-m-- i necessary 1o combat the scourge of
child exploitation effectively,

Moreover, the Court has lald the ground-
wor k for a coordinated national response by
propaosing the formation of an expert commit-
tee to devebap com prehiensive health and sex
edm:m:ggmmm and radse awareness
s?.ml uch amn appfuw:h rmomlses

t ot

ceptlonsof such crimes, courtsin
I by st s “chid Wur.tl)’ ln]ul-
clul procecdings and orders. The §

prenmed by justhce Pardiwal, Insiss thit Ian

anly punitive measures but also preventive

wtimsur-  and eoonor

ru'llcm mpuinst the Sri Lankan State in 171 4o hs‘nﬂiwlu Inels's comcerms. Its man st
endedd quickly, with India stepping in (o secure e conitry's e, s, anclair spie
the Colomibo national

mmkmmelwnrmﬁrlianlﬂnm mﬂwdwmmw particubardy India.

mint. However, the second insurmec: That said, the new government wil
tion, between [987-1990, became even allempt o balance rcquum
even more antl-Indian with the JVP with Chini, oo, Begiing will continue
criticising the Inde-Lanka accoed thar wenhance is leeraging
rniied the deployment of Dndian the new regime's Communist lean-
Peace Keeping Forces (IPKF) n Srl Iriga. Dissunayaboe had vished Beifing
Lanka Harsh V before e visibed Delhl: several high-
While the VP renounced (ts Pant level Chinese delegates had also
arimed struigle and entered ann- wisited him before the elections. As
196M one of the biggest lenders to Sl
miwdﬂu’ !lwlniumg Lanka, Beijing will continue 1o
A2 Are- engage with the govers ment o fur-
by movemnent that Dissana; ther its interests in the Indian Coomn,
emerged a8 o popular choice for 8 This capacity to imvest and sssist will
popilsce disenchanted with tradi- continue to woo an coonomically
tinnal elites. JVFs rising populatity . peeoering Sei Lanka, Bul laving won
compefled India to enhance ifs Aditya the election with strong rhetoric on
engagements with the party. The  Gowdara transpanency and accountability. the
unpredictability of he elections also.— Shivamurthy — govemnment's balancing will be sub-
oot theat Iraclisa i ntiadned enggge: _ jedt o mone pressure. Dissanayake
ments with all the key contenders. wims to promote a rigorows and
Dl invited [ssan ayake om an offi- transpanent bencler processs for all for-

clal visk, even asextemal affairs minisier S Jais-
Thankar and nathonal security advisor Ajit Doval

Invesirmens, svold privatisation of critical
IEs, conduct detadled debt audits on foreign

victims,
TI\anIpnm:nnrksauwM:nmm siep
i rede

guiage matters In fraiming Laws, inf 1

law enforoement and judiciary systems
towards chilid explofation.

The Conart's dhechsion also nddrosses
eruacial | Asitclarified thit even
thie nct ol viewing CSEAM online without phsi-
cally
possesabon,” the rling ensunes that offenders
cannot escape on technical grounds. This

THE APEX COURTS CALL
FORTI RMINOLOGY

1
CHANGE CHALLENGES
THE LEGAL ICIETAL
PERCEPTION SUCH

|
CRIMES

child sexual rmlululm xﬂlilm o ghobal
bemchmark inthe fght against these hdnous

LS L

Noans, mis-

rutrup o the ehections,

g these Ioans. On ashort-term bosts, tis wil
[ sl O

ks part of s
P-cqghbuuhmd First |.'|u|h.)' nml Su:un:yum
Girowth i

[petition for a stake in erecial SOEs, and their

The call 1o suspend tye Adani

erimes. By crl; passive consumgr

Srill

tion of CSEAM, p nd
pushing for I:-';hlnlm- r:fumll, the Supreme

Court hina laid the groundwork for a robust

Framework of and {

EY project ks ncase in podn.
However., in the langer term, scn.llnhln&
Toans and the new investment conditions
1} are not likely to go down wdl

’thlm\ As nmulh. Ildhwﬂ be

The judictary’s proactive robe signalsa strong
commitment to closlru legal loapholes and
tﬂsun swilt justice, However, this mission

: fulfilled by the courts alone. The
llnlorl and stae governments, along with civil
sockety, must akso shouker a major role n safe-
guarding children, restoring their dignity, and

actions that uphold justice and prevent further
victimisation.

Thie s exgpi e e ol

with Bd,juu v i s m'phlu\i ymm: oo

ankn e Tri

reggon. and imvesting in renewable energy
jects, ofl refineries, an energy grid and a h—in\‘—
tiomal petroleum pipeline. Multiple Indian firms
have expressed interest in in in Sri
Lankan State-owned mhcrpdsu ), and
Inchia and St Lanka arc also discussing a land
bridgeand the Baonomicand Technology Goop-
eration Agreerment |

Om their part, VP unmmmu]! that Cold
‘War-ern alllances and affillatons muke lide

On the contrary, this could be mare beneficial
fior Indin and its like-minded partners who ane
wenuinely interesied in strengthening instit-

ability in the country's governance.
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FOMO in IPO market

Companies are in a rush to make hay while the
sun shines, but investors must exercise caution

ASTWEEK, A retall investorwalked away with listing day gaing

of over 70% in an Initial public offering (IPO) of one of the

lesser-known companles. A short-term capital gains tax of

20% was hardly a deterrent, After all, returns of over 50%
post-tax ina single day will keep anyone interested in this party — till
It lasts, of course. No wonder compandes are ina hurry, With fund-rais-
Ing plans of €50,000 crore in the next couple of months, there will be
ample opportunity for those who missed a blockbuster 1PO ke Bajaj
Housing Finance. In such times, when SWOT analyses, management
quality, and other important factors take a backseat, regulators find
themselves in a Catch-22 situation, While a rising stock market bol-
sters the belief that the economy is on a sound footing, there is a lurk-
ing fear that if things start going wrong, investor appetite might dis-
appearina flash. And it could take years, or even a decade, for investors
to muster enough confidence to regain their risk-ability.

The best regulators can do during this phase is to keep on making
Investors aware about the perils of going overboard. In that context,
the Securities and Exchange Board of India needs to be lauded. In the
past couple of years, it has been coming out with data-driven studies
highlighting the behaviour of IPO and derivatives market investors,
The data, whichwas from FY23 till December FY 24, revealed that 54%
investors, excluding anchor investors, sold theirallotted shares in the
PO in the very first week. More importantly, 67.6% retail investors
(by value) exited in the fiest week with profits of over 200, but 23, 3%
sold even if they were in losses. The regulator has also conslstently
harped on about the pain points and tried to instill some kind of san-
ity among investors — something that wasn't done earlier probably
due to theabsence of technology to capture credible data.

Of course, market gurus like the late Parag Parikh have always been
in the forefront when it comes to warning investors about the perils
of aggressive Investing. For exampll: in his 2009 book, he wrote that
during the k [ )in the 1990s, 74 firms were
listed, Fifteen years Iater.lesu than SEJ%survlw:d Asimilarstory played
out In 2006-2007 when infrastructure, including real estate stocks,
saw unrealistic valuations, Investors with huge exposure to these
stocks couldn’t find an exit foralmost a decade or even more. It seems
that once in every 10-15 years, an inexhaustible bull run grips the
Indian stock market that offers even the reckless an opportunity to
make pots of money,

But such good times seldom last. This bull run has already entered
its fifth year,and some investment experts believe that the rally could
lose its steam sooner than later, As Nikhil Kamath, CEO and founder,
Zerodha, pointed out in the company's business update on Wednes-
day, there is a risk of the bull run ending any time, It would be a good
thme for retall investors to take stock of their market exposure and,
perhaps, move part of their money into more reliable asset classes, Bet-
ter still, they should keep in mind George Soros' evergreen quote on
Investing and trading: "It's not whether you're right or wrong that's
important, but how much money you make when you're right and how
much you lose when you're wrong”

Boeing needs to take cue
from UPS and pay strikers

BOEING CO!S LABO ok h d to how Carol
Tomé, the chief executive officer of Unlted Parcel Service Inc, handled talks with
Its union last year. UPS workers were itching to strike, and the company was
Inevitably golng to have to give hefty ralses,

Instead of digging In over le of percentage p he salar
r!nl:mgas:rlkcandcmunsnmrcanlmnul:ywl Iswaorkforce, Tomé relented to
the union’s demands. The higher labour costs have squeezed margins, and

N MAY 2023, THE European
Unian (EU} approved its regula
tlon establishing a carbon border
adjustment mechanism (CBAM).
There were concerns In India
that this would have a slgnificant
kmpact on exports to the EU., Calls were
made to ralsea dispute challen%v‘s the
conslstency of the measune wit]
Trade Organization (WTO) rules and
take retaliatory action, But there are
suggestions toseek a solution through
bilateral dialogue too. The relative mer
Ita of the two options from India's per
spective are assessed In this article.

The disputes option

Starting 2026, the EU proposes to
kmposea carbon tax on imported goods
on the basis of emisslons during the
production of goods in the exporting
country, To begin with, the levy would
apply to slx enmergy-intensive and
trade-oriented sector — ron and steel,
cement, fertilisers, aluminium, elec
trieity, and hydrogen, Eventually, it
would cover all sectors. As the EU takes
meastires toloweremisslons, it s natu
rally concerned at the possibility of
attempts by businesses to shift pro
duction te other, bess demanding tersl
torles. The alm of the CBAM Is to plug
the leophole and prevent carban leak:
age. Countrles that export the covered
products are doubly dis pleased because
the EU has acted unilaterally,

Concerning the WTO remedies
avallable to India, the WTO agreement
permits members to lmpose customs
dutles and charges on Imported prod
ucts ar the border, subject to two prin.
clpal conditions, First, the same level of
dutles must be applied to similar or
directly  competitive  products
Imported from other members, Sec
ond, the duty must not exceed the tar
i binding of a member for that prod.
uct.An Important aspect of WTO rules

® CBAM RIDDLE
INDIAAND EU WILL BENEFIT GREATLY FROM AN AGREEMENT ON LOWERING EMISSIONS

Co-operation or contention?

AP

ANWARUL HODA

Hanorary professes, ICRIER

s that the tariff binding d affect

tax, Its | could result in a

a member's abllity to Icv)' aseparate
charge equivalent to an internal tax
Imposed ona similar dormestically pro
duced item.

In the context of climate change,
the question whether different levels
of duty can be applied onsimilar prod
uets on the basls of emission of green
house gases during productlon has
been ralsed, The conventional view in
the General Agreement on

breach of tarlff binding.

But thess shorteomings of the CBAM
will matter little ina WTO dispute. Article
XX n[tl!ﬂ'r I‘)W [(‘.cncr.tl P:xcepll.ona!
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@ INVESTING IN INNOVATION

Vice president Jagdeep Dhankhar
‘We will have to be on guard that merely because
fiscal resources are committed, we cannot take

pride...nvestment in research and development has to
be cormelated to tangible outcomes

lishment of the Carbon Credit Trading
System (CCTS) in India will give eredi
bility to the country's standing as a
serlous pariner In reducing emissions
and elicit a favourable response to our
request for worling out away tolighten
the CEAM burden on India. It would be
reasonable te seek CBAM exemption
from our exports up to the level
achleved in a recent historical period,
from the outset,

Cruestions may no doubt be asked of
usabout varlous features of the CCTS. It
should not be difficult for us to explain
why the :argm for reduction are flxed

tive rulr.'-a spelt out In the malnstream
the WTO!

Interms of th I Ity of the
(.IJI’andwhy.mm:mllh nnlyth-clargc
1

fmea.

aurexm ncedcd[nrcmalnpul:ll:pnlicy
b . These Include | af
human.ﬂanhml.ﬂplm: life, or health and
conservation of exhaustible

In four
be brought within the purviewof reduc
ton targets, The reductlon trajectory
may also figure In the talks and we are
I!I:elylobcurscd toscale up ourefforts,

Tarlffs and Trade/WTO

Climate

earlier has been that no It would be change-related policies
distinetion can be made are not specifically men

on the basls of the reasonable to seek tloned but are clearly
process or production  CBAM exemption encompassed by the
method In levying cus-  from our exports up  exceptions on account of

toms duty on similar g the level achieved theobjectives bothof pro

products, However, this rece tection of health and con
lime of thinking has i hr.l I “:Iod servatlon  of  natural
evolved and successive storical pe esoLTCes,

appellate body rulings In - e—

the WTO have permitted a distinctlon
for legitimate objectives, based on
methods of production. In a WTO dis

pute, the CHAM s likely towithstand a
challenge on this score, The consls

tency of the CBAM with the WTO rules,
however, can still be called Into ques

thon at least on two counts. First, the
whole framework in the EU's Emisslon
Trading System on which the CBAM s
based Invalves regulation eather than
Imposingan internal tax that can serve
as a benchmark forborder adjustment.
Second, since the CBAM cannot be jus

tifled as a tax equivalent toan internal

Since the CBAM alms
to atermn carbon leakage, it s evidently
linked to climate change and s
shielded by the general exceptions
from the application of substantive
rules of the WTO agreement, Adlspute
challenging the CHAM will be of
na avall.

The bilateral dialogue option

Id ask for recog
nltmn that the carbon price that
emerges from varlous features of the
CCTS must perforce be at a much lower
level than the prevailing price In devel
oped countries, keeping in view the dif
ference In per capita income, This may
glve us an opportunity to also ask for
opening up a bilateral channel for the
flow of finance and transfer of technol
ogy In accordance with the aims agreed
ton Article 9 of the Parls Agreement,

Haoth India and the EU will benefit
greatly from aco-operatlon agreement
on lowerlng emissions. India may be
able to minimise the adverse effects of
the CBAM and Iblyopen up abilat
eral channel for the ;Iowof climate
related finance and technology. Mean
whlle the EU willl be able to foln ina

i with the

Jur |
talles ahould be the negotlation of a eo
aperative arrangement with the EU for

wnrld s thied-largest emitter to launch
ll concrete programma to reduce car
d Its leader

dealing with the CBAM to minlmise its
adverse effects on exports, In the bilat
eral conversathon, the imminent estaby

ship role in this eritlcal area, Co-opera.
tion Is the way forward.

An enabling environment for workforce

ALI MEHDI

Fourder & CEC, UHES40

An exploitative approach to productivity is
counterproductive — it undermines employees’
health, and ultimately their productivity

THE DEATH OF two young fermale work

e at leading companles — 26-year-old
Anna Sebastlan I'm}ul of EY and Sadaf
Fatima, 45, of HDFC Bank — has once
again brought the lssue of workplace

treas and toxlelty to the fore, Perayll and
Fatima joined more than a million peo
ple In Indla®s working-age population

‘Winters are near, and we will soon be
faced with toxie levels of alr pollution
and aresultant rlse in the burden of car
diovascular and other diseases, Indla
accounted for 22% of global CV D deaths
due to alr pollution in 2021, with 350
of CVD deaths in the country attribut
able to alr pollution (GBD), For India's

Inm:m’mw:md tMIrdem.'hym:haz?"‘ di |:mtrmha P | heten
July last year. UPS though, were grateful
that Tomd avmdcd thlsrummnuumh‘wnuld Iuwc cauaed
Tomé' that even if sl I f

a s:rlke.themmpmymuld have cndcd upinthc same place —a blg pamul and

as adding alr Ing to new dellvery vehicles, The only

dlﬂmnce would haw: been the mwl:erlliwll! and angry customers that a stelke
d

¥ year due
diseases [CVDs). Many die before thelr
S0thbirtheay. Indhhubcen h ”'k

It will be a deadly cocktall of
toxle weather and workplace.

that impact thelr work and well-being.
This could help develop a sense of own.
ership and commitment In them, and
engage them as partners in progress.

thelr productivity.

An "integrated” and "indivisible”
approach to warkforce well-belng Is
needed, Together with well-belng pro

An Is the agent,
the su‘h}cct notan o‘hlc:t of his or her
work and well-being.

Employers should also draw lessons
from the United Natlons' 2030 Agenda
for suxtalnal:lc Development,”a plan of

Largeat butorto CVI I

we
d tobear inmind that food choloes are

acthon for people, planet and prosperity”
that invalves an mtegramd" "lndlviul

waould ather hand,let labour talks b 15 4‘1' age group since 1997 [(.Inl:.al l ble", and "bal b to the

and they ended up agreelng to record pay increases after a costly slx-week strike. Burden of D lsease/GBDY), healthy dicts s not golng to be enough, :hme dimensions of sustainable devel

Boelng has dug n lts heels with striking machinlsts who have skt . 1 Hypertensbonwas the leadingcauseof  TheWorld Health Organl opment economic,

e for more than aweek, and It's not working, The planemakerwill more than lkely ill L il d lityln  zatlon (WHOYs global Social health could dnulmnment.\l and
have to meet worke s d ol mcn-d this o and costly strike. Cy Indlia in 2021, Alr pollution was the sec strategy on diet, physical saclal. A Inabile path I

areupset that the del I Suppliers are left in the dark d el d ! mwlty.\nﬂhaa]thtzmml foster a positive work prosperity dnes not

about howmuch they shauld cut bac) vhich hurts thelr worlers and (e d, and third forcar ligh lhc complex environment and threaten people or the

finances, The strike Lnrmly accelerating Boelng's cash burn, diovascular mortality. The thied and sec t productivity, planet. Employers shouwld

spurring Moody's Ratings to consbder cutting the company’s dy held by dietary rsks sonal  cholces, soclal T rndlnk : ' ensure that emy

debit rating, k i d bl d d " “can fulfil thelr potential

CEQ Kelly Ortberg wasn't hired untll August and was late whaole grains num undmcdu Omcga E] environmental factors”, innovation, and In dignity and equality

ta the negotlating game, Still, he missed an nppm:unltytn and -6, etcas well as) A bl l Jjob satisfaction and ina healthy environ

P s should adopt a
health-in-all palicles approach, Work
foree health needs to be a core consld
erathon In all aspects — conslderate of
the various dimensions and determi
nants of health.

The WHO Constitution defines
ealth as "a state of complete physical,
mental and soclal well-belng and not
memly the absence of disease or inflr
mity". WHO's first director-general,
I!mckc‘hLzholm argued that the earlier

of health (*sane mind In a
sang hnd}"lwau outmaded and we also

have"responsibllity forsoclal health, for
hclng able m live In peace and con
other people”

sodlum and f: t“m

chmgelhedymmlcwlthlmmu L

the anger over lost pcnslnnuand emdcd ualarlcudunng:thc
last decade. Ortherg Ing lights
when 95'Mrofm|rhcrsMMI:tr.‘dlhecnmpan}‘ " first offer. His
mave to adopt .\lusteruy measures, Including unpald beave

THO!
BLACK

for 5L laries, 15 a

Blaombarg symballe g hatwon'twin I rers, Ortbery

pounided his peoblem by trying to takea d ol

dl:cctly townrl:m Trylng dgel Julpand its mem
pressed thelr ang

umnlnumrelectm« nnheﬂml offer,
5 reden ted and {1 a disruptive stelke, agreelng to pay lts
drlw:rs 549 an Imnmrh:‘I thr.- vnd nfl:a contract, When adding In Cadlillac health
toabout §170,000a hecom-
pany sald, Drlvers for the Ground unit of FedEx Lnrp make amund ?.'1‘1 to 525an
hourand have no benefits, UPS is alibe
mc langevity n[ltndrl\lm w‘hn knm:hcy can't find sucha hlsh paying job any
lse, Fed ExC tumaoverof its drlvers, including

higher Insurance costs because they have more accldents,

UPS' rationale for paying such outsized wages Is that If the company takes care
af its people, they in turn will take care of the customers.

This same reasoning applies to Boelng's factory workers, Changing the com
pany's culture to ellminate defects and ensure that every plane that rolls off the
line is safe ls a difficult enough task under optimal cnndl:inm IM head of the
Federal Aviation Administration, Michael Whitak
Tuesday that the process will take years, not months. If workers areang:y and
msmlml It wlllhelmmnlhle

this, The ficted 1l d th "sfinances from this stril
Is mnununahy the d.w It wlII likely be Fnrrwthlng Imaumhemmmnywlll end
upmcetmgumkm on't ppyabout Ortherg caving in,

Tt he can’t afford the alternative,

According to Sth round of India's
Matlonal Family Health Survey (2019
2021), 24% of men and 21% of women
aged 15 years or above had hypertension
(om anti-hypertensive medicines/with a
blood pressure of =140/90 — a high
threahold, consldered as stage 2 hyper
tenslon by the nmmlcan Heart Assocla
thon). Th 1996 and

s essentlal. “The more an
environment consistently
promotes healthy behaviour, the greater
the likelihood that such behaviour will

ment” And they should

“protect the planet from

dcgr.\du:lon Including :hmush e
and p

(guoted fram his 1948 paper,"Organi

zathon for world health”). Soclal health
can help tackle soclal lsolation that has
the potentlal to ralse the rlsk of death by
upto9 1% (bt IBEA1SC) — thanks to
an Impm cnmpml:lﬁ to smoking, and

occur” (Bt ATHLEAG),
Sa,what can employers do to create
bl " h

wiell I:elng“? They should adopt health
promotion as thele primary strategy
bl “to Increase con

7% Iyt th round of the survey( 2015
16). More worrisome bs the fact that only
23% of those with hypertension had it
under control (it IMZoVEW).

trol over, .\nn'tn [mpmw thelr health”
(1986 Ottawa Charter for Health Pro
motlon). Employees should, among
ather things, be involved in declsions

THE EDITOR

Acrook state

Apropos of “Shades of 19827 (FE,
September 24), early this month, |srael
P Benjamin Metanyahu announced
that enabling the displaced residents
ta raturn to thelr homes was one of
the aims of this war, Then came the
pager axplosians follewed by air
strikes and according to the Lebanese
govarnmant, at keast 575 people were
killed in lsrael's air strikes in just two
days, In revenge, Hezbollah fired

projectiles, including a ballistic missile
an Wednesday towards Tel dviv. The
conflict is now in an escalatory spiral
and what is to be seen is whether
Isrnel would launch a ground invasion,
Israel Is making ancther mistake in
Lebanon, A ceasefire in Gaza could
silence the northarn border, Instead,
Matanyahu, sfter killing aver 40,000
Pabestinians in 11 manths, has

suslulnahl( m.maglng its natural
resources”| 2030 Agenda),

Human resources a!ao need to be

bl

higherthanl lsks such as physical
Inactivity and obeslity, Soclal health
could foster a positive work environ
ment by Insplring empathy, and

hey
fwnrklng wnnders ln an enul:!ins

improve productivity, collaboration,
innovatlon and job ua:iuhctinn and

to pmductwlt}' becomes muntemm
ductive, It undermines employees'
health {or even survival, as In the case
of Perayll and Fatima), and ultimately

signs of a crook state with absclution,
~Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Data drought

stress, and atrtion lev
elu wlth wnfkplma belng bullding
Blocks, soclal health can also help them
make thewiderworld — torn by warand
hatred — a peaceful place to live In,

numbars are not reflected anywhere
in the results of listed companies,
especially fast-meving consumer
goods ones, wi:h Increasing use of

The absence of rekable d India
makes it very difficult for ecanomists
and analysts ta make an accurate
estimation of numbsers for arriving

at decisians, Tharafors, mone
COMSUMPTIOnN Surveys ane needed.

ol thee war with Hezbollah
killinvg muany mose, This disrespect for
intemnational lsw and rules carry the

The lag the collection and
compilation of GOP numbers is
unacceptable, The present GOP

d algos, it should not be
too duH-: ult to compile accurate
numbers which can reflect the

true state of the economy and not
Just the rody pleture that we have
bean led to bel
~antheny Henriquas, Maharashtra
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Will Kangana's rash views
damage BJP in Haryana?

he passge of three laws that sought to govern agriculture and agri-
culture marketing in India by the Narendrea Modi government in
ita last edition, the long agitation farmers organised against them
and the final withdrawal of the laws by the government bowing to
the protests mark a milestone in the republic's democratic tradition.
BJP unilaterally introduced the laws but had to backtrack on them as the
farmers feared they would make them cnsﬂlw to the market monopolies
and refused to budge, despite the offer of talks. It is memory which the BJP
would mever want to rek .

It s in th is background that one watches the events unfolding in the BJP
where party MP Kangana Ranaut has been expatiating on the so-called
ad\.antn nl the three farm laws, That those Laws would fit snogly into

the development path of the country, and also ensure that farmers are on
it. is her refrain. She belleves that the laws would ultimately benefit the
agricultural sector, & point that even the interlocutors of the gevernment,
including II nath Singh, had failed to explain to agitating farmers,
Facing to-hack elections in Haryana, Maharashtea and Jharkhand,
the BJP Immdl.am]_\']um'pud to deny the part: 'samr.u:latlnn with its MP's
atatement but not before the and the
People like Orpposition had ot a chance tn an ff n conapira-
Ms Ranaut with no cy. Ma Ranaut was foreed to withdraw her
idea of polley or remarks and apologise for making them. The
'mm.l:: :.Ym party not only sabd that she was not authorised
o qgoak on the topie, but also that whatever she
only to widen the e was not the party’s official position. On
trust deficit ‘nm part, Ms Ranaut sdmitted that it was her
between people ﬁﬁrwnal apinion and did not represent the

and the
Last mmnh o, Ma Ranaut triggered another
government and controversy linking the farmers’ agitation with
should, therefore, yiclence and rape, The MP had no statisties to
be muzzled back her claim and had to backtrack after the
party pulled her up for those statements,

The Opposition has alleged that Ms Ranaut has flown a kite for the party
and the government to test which way the wind is blowing and that the
government veally wants to bring the laws back. And since the B and the
right wing political platforms are experts in presenting the people with a
mﬂrlad of chaiees through the fringe groups assoclated with them and sell
whichever is the hot favourite of their customers, this allegation of the

1will have some tract amunfl‘hn farmers. With Haryana elec-
tions two weoks away, the Opposition will use it to the hilt to unsent the
BJP government which is facing anti-incumbency. Smelling a rat, the BJP
unll n the state has clarified that the party has no plans to reintroduce the

Iiualpr.lll: ik apart, the government of the day must have a policy on
im nt matters and leglslation must be brought in only after taking
stakeholders inte confldence. Rulers acting on a whim foreing victims to
rouet ave not the way democracy functions. People like Ms Ranaut with no
idea of policy or governance serve only to widen the trust deficit between
the people and the government and should, therefore, be muxzled.

India has a China problem

ndia has a China problem, but China does not have an India problem.

At a time when China is resetting its economy in the face of an ineipi-

ent erisls, it has also expressed the sentiment that it would like to move
forward to an era of copperation with India, towards which it is said to be
also willing to settle issues on the Line of Actual Contral,

In the Indian forelgn minister's view, which is based on what has taken
place or not rt'[fm'dinu de-pscalation and restoring the g‘c Aprril 2020 atal\lq
cuo with the old patrolling routine alse established, the ties are still "
nificantly disturbed." Since the two countries are looking at it through d
forent prisms, the conclusion is that perspectives are looking even more
eontrasted.

Having sald earlier that 75 per cent of disengagement problems have
been resolved in eastern Ladakh, the forelgn minister brought up the cro-
cial ssue of the patrolling rights that have been curtailed since the
Galwan Valley clashes. It doas appear that, regardiess of the more positive
Chinese attitude said to have been reflected in the last military comman-
ders' meet, India is still chary of talking about the rest of the relationship
until LAC matters ave fully sorted.

A lkely meeting next month between the Chinese supremo Xi Jinping
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the BRICS summit might have
the determinant to the slght positive change that China s signalling.
Indin's wariness in this matter is understandable as China may have
blindsided India inte agreeing on disengagement and other normalisation

rocesses in places that saw troops disengagement like Galwan Valley,

Pangong Tee and Gogra Hot Springs while leaving the issue hanging at
Depsang Plaing and Demchok.

The ball is not so much in India’s court as China's now sinee it must
respond by way of a return to the normal in terms of patrolling also to
show it s sincere in extending an olive branch as its envay in India has
boen saying that thes are polsed to improve and may extend to areas far
beyond the border situation.
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India-US ties plagued by
irritants, friction points

Abhijit
Bhattacharyya

pasl ek, the Netanyahu regim

Thave suecoeded in its eadeavours to

m:vuhe a wider war. It isn't difficult to

agine what the Western reaction

would have boen to, say, lran, Russin or China
versary's communication
devices, In the case of lsrael, shock is superseded

by awe,
Yt even sdmiration for the technbeal ngenulity
S0 Commentators
rrorist fa tac-

like the state
of almost per-
manent, con-
wenital hun:l]i

ich
marks |M{Bl mlnlm'ln
with the Peaplo's
Republic of China, ties
between Mew Delhi and
Washington, who are
sometimes describad as
“natural allies”, baing fel-
low ocracles, are
often plagued by a series
of unexpected irritants,
creating clearalr turbu-

nce,

While it is true that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had a successful
bilateral meeting ]unl
recently  with  US
President  Joe  Biden,
nearing the end of his
term in the White House,
followed byamultllalma|
Quiad summit along with
the leaders of Australia
and Japan, some nigeling
iasues Invard lah] cn:lpu h
creating avoldal
shon. One such is t!v:' sum-
mons issued by a US dis-

trict judige to some senior
Indian officials over the
alleged attempt to kill an
American citl mn on LS
soil,  These r M:'M.
unloss nipped in ¢
could spoil the t'Fl’m ln
made at high levels for
E.;ncn. prosperity and col-

tive security.

Ome off the chronde prob-
lems s that the United
States ls constantly play-
ing on multiple fronts,
and in fee of escalating
violence in the Midde
East and elsewhaore it has
exhibited  negligence,
over-confidence,  rank
intelligence failures or
mis-judgment, leading to
wanton killings and vio-
lent eruptions from Litya
to Afghanistan, Baghdad
to Maghreb, Sahel to the
Lavant; and now in the
Danube-Yalga basin. It 1s
possible that US inten-
tions were born out of
altrulsm, but what result-
od on the ground has
been only death, destrue-
thon and despair.

The U8, In the process,
bs Josing more goodwill
than it is gaining. Even in
Europe, and tamr.m&;I fts
E]DHE"I[ military allies,

tlunl':m“fuh

there are definite mure-
s about its robe in the
Russin-Ukraine eonflict,
which shows no sign of
ending anytime soon,
There is an acute lack of
trust in  Washington's
intentions, and matters
are not helped the
intense political bicker-
ing going on in America
on thess matters, as a
lanedmark election looms.
The Europeans, and oth-
ers across the world,
appear keen to have o day
without  “help”  from
Washington on polity,
The US, outskde its bor-
ders, continues to exhibit
the same arrogance as
before, but the takers are
shrinking, given the clear
shima of panie, nervous-
ness, and vacillating but
vitriolic use of avoldable
toecle and jingolstic jar
o, That is not the way a
il er should

mfmdlng Indin, the US
continues o have a prob-
lem accepting the close,
decades-obd bond
betwoen Mew Delhl and
Moscow and Indla’s insis-
tence on asserting its
Ustrategle  autonomy”,
despite the close relation:
ship it has built up with
Washington on both eco-
nomic and  military
fromts, The mu-(!mwnn
tive successors
warrlor-diplomat I}omlﬂ
Rumsfeld, former US
defence secretary, now
transcend US bipartisan
space and play a seminal
role in today's wars,

y find it hard to
ac e 1 that any natlon
whic
embraced so closely, and
to which they have even
offered &  military
alliance, might actually
choose to do some inde-
pendent thinking of its
own and not just sign on
the dotted line, Since the
US has wooed India as a
Ugtrategic partner”, how
can India choose to be
anything other than a
whobe-hearted member of
the American camp.
What is sought is an
alllance of “un-equals”
rather than equals.

That might be what lies

it luue Nr.\rilu initial nurturing of the Taliban,
| excosses have rarely elbcited any objec-
imgton, I1L’\‘H mind the terrorist
antecedents of at least two of its Prime Ministers,
Menachem and

Yitzhak Shamir, and the

indulgent attitude of all other leaders towards
hvhemsllmuland “omestic” opemllnm'hy I.b

by any reasl

sgmcd.mnlthn Qulzapmil'mm the terror I.lmu
Pﬂutlnlﬂn Imi‘hnrlel.. m [sraell mllilm'ywﬁlll

Europe
and the Middle East,
and in Sudan and

where human
beings are dying like
mosquitoes

behind the US judge's
summons to high-rank-
ing Indian officlals on a
matter which is officially
under investigation in
bioth naticng. The alkeged
incident, in which a
“Khalistani" activist who
holds American citizen-
ship was targeted in an
assassination am.“mgt.

5 o " Y

both countries at the
diplomatic level to unnmw:
tI;E: ::Ih OVET 1.

o ops 1

wil gw‘ Fce mnﬁ %rtt
seen hurdles, If ﬂmHudI
cial system in either
nation gets dragged into
thie matter, o diplomatie
vesolution would only get
that much harder.

The era of imperialism
has been long over, but
the American political
m]udlcinlaymm needs

o get used to its passing.

It 8 certainly over so far
a8 individual enterprises
the West are con
cernid: but the inherent
psyche thereof lingers.
The poals and targets
remain constant, only the
means have u A
transformation. Instead
of the individual British,

French, Dutch, Ilaninh
Italian, nan ah,
Portuguese and Belgian
rulars' sprawling
empires across  Asia,
Africa anid Latin

Ameries, things kicked

off through  collective

teams comprising luﬂ;m

and mmncutmn wh
deliverad

so-called “war mlmm
and put to the sword the
“war criminals" of the
non-Wist,

Two classie m:smpLun
stand

Inter nallrmal Mllltnu‘
Tribunal for the Far East
(1146188} to punish the
Japanese ruling class at
the Tokyo trials a
Nuremberg trials (1845
16) to suitably stamp

awn government" o be "the qmalnl
'&v folence in the world today™, That
mr;:ll_l‘wiﬂ remalng \'alld_ bu.l the l}r::ucmtlmn

tem which suitably
ished the non t“'ll
through the gallows and
rewarded the West by
exonerating its erimes
despite its use of atomic
bombe, which killed the
mast numbers fm
inone go in the entire his
tory of mankind. The
lmpudnllxmnd’lht' US4 Ind

re-m

thu verdict ;fdhn \\wﬁﬂ
Judieiary”. The same mis-
slon is bulr?; cartied out
by mnternational
Crxml of Justice and the
International  Criminal
Court at The Ha.ﬁuc -
despite the small hicoup
that the United States
itsedf does not accept the
urisdiction of these tri

nals, (What if ane day
SANCONE Were L0 BCcuse
‘thi U8 ]’msldt'nl of “war
erimes™?)

II Is hl.\;h time for the
sole superpower to try
influence  the  entire
United Nations :n wtup
the tmmui:ﬁ conflicts in
Europe and the Middle
Enst, and in Sudan and
Sahel,  where  human
beings are dying like
mosguitoes as the UN
continues to cut a sorey

e, Hoth India and the

l1hr.luI\E'Jr.lintl}.r work
for basie reforms at this
‘white elephant headguar-
tered in New York, which
ls currently holding its
annual  fambores  of
Presidents, Kings and
Prime Ministers, as wall
a8 & batter u{d.lplumnm.
‘wasting m Ilions and bil-
lons msmlu:m

POar cou
The [Jnlbud Stalm st
take the load to save the
world just as it claims to
have done at the end of
the Second World War,
The bigger power has a
bigger responsibility
tl‘l|an others, h’ihnnd_ml:u:jlle
gcpmtnmq ' ndia
the US must concen-
nnln on the existential
threat facing the human
race and to de-escalate
the mindless mayhem.
The US must control the
af its corporations,
arvd particularly the arms
manufscturers, out to
axplodt the entive workd,
or else it will face a self-
destructive hase,
WanhlnEvm will bat-
tor i it keeps it focus on
‘the major strategic lssues
of our times.

The writer is an

LETTERS

BJP LOSING HARYANA

Usually first off the
blocks in electoral cam-
paigning, the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi,
has been unusually late
to begin campaigning in
Haryana. Does it mean
the BJP is reconciled to
the loss of Haryana?
Reports appearing on
the social media plat-
forms show there is
marked loss of enthusi-
asm for the rallies of
the PM. M.L. Khattar
tried fishing in the trou-
bled waters of the
Congress but was
rebuffed by Selja
Kumari with a lot of egg
on his face. Rather than
count the achievements
of the BJP rule for 10
years, Mr Modi pre-
ferred to dwell on the
shortcomings of
Congress.

Anthony Henriques

Mumbai

GENDER GAP CLOSES

THE LATEST Periodic Labour Farce
Survey (PLFS) report for SEE1-24 reveals
that India’s umemployment rate remains
sbeady at 3.2 per cont, while the Labour
Farce Participation Rate (LFPR) has
reached a seven-vear high of 6.1 per cont.
Naotably, female participation surgd o
ALT per cent, althoah thedr unemj
ment rate ko rose o 32 per cent,
lighting gender disparities in ]nh amlr
ability. Despite increased job
comcerns persist about the qual.lry at
umplm'mnnt with many johs lacking ade-
%uahownmanﬂsu: ty, particularly in
i informal sector. A sing these
challenges will require targeted policies
to imprave job conditions and support

wamen's inclision.
Amarjeet Kumar
Hazarihagh

TOILET KING & QUEEN

AMETROPOLITAN magistrate court in
Mumbals Mazgaon on Thursday con-
victed Shiv Senn (UBT) leader Sanjay
Haut and sent him to 15 days imprison-
ment in u defamation case P
leader Kirit Samaiya's wife, Medha, The
case fnvolves Sanjuy Rout's claim that
Kirtt Somaiya and his wife were

olved In a THK crore “scam” related
to building and maintenance af public
toflets after cutting down mangroves.
Raut made these allegations inan article
pablishied by the party's official Marathi
newspaper Ssamna. Was the court
showing bias in favour of the rulers? Or

out the German “war  alummus of the National — did the Sena leader not check facts and

criminals”. It's the march Uefince College, New et evidences?

of collective wisdom of Deihi. Views expressod Bankar Paul

the Western justios sys- here are porsonsl, Chakdaha, West Bengal
mhnuumumuwm'lhmmheenmﬂwmi Global South.

it genocide in Gasa, and, contining Iin favourite od child, though, ?S

I.linlhevlh.gltﬁml.mn i Lebanan. nhe subject to mild, mmlly luu

No one bothers to ﬂmy Lha.l the formidable mlmun I.umbutlsa]wylwdmme
Ternali war machine has been sponscred by the US ethal weaponry, and llahl!lnbezxnlued
fior the past half- ar more. A yeur before his winm!rltnvmbepnﬂ)emmt.whbm 18 quite
sum fon in 1 Martin Luther King routine

Unkike almast all of his Benjami
met';mun ko Ledrm] i

1l does nat lave a stor I.lm'ypaut

dur

Ing his extended prlmemlnlllzrln] henure Hia pri-

tlmlwrmaﬂmqmlﬂeuanawarrrhnemﬂer affshoots have also created or byu.g i mary at the moment is to stay in
State S Onsor Of International protocals to which Israel is a signa-  ist movements or actions across its \liaries or wery nathon that pur-  power, not least to stave off legal challenges to his
tory. That mass-casualty attack - hood. The mast us instance of this tenden- ])urh to b an arbiter r.ﬂ'hlbemallmslrl nmi recard of ~which barely intrudes into
mented with conventlonal air strikes that have oy was the Sabra Shatila massacre in 1962 ir maul.ld.irm in fact his moral turpl a8 a polithcian,
? alveady clakmed hundreds of lives. Heshollah will  Lebanese Falanglst militiamen supervised by [D| wur]rll ot m'pelra.lu lpu It vemains ta be seen whether Hezbaollah or Iran
terror, as  aimost cortainly fal bliged to dospite  goneral Ariel Sharan, wha was officlally af toreorism mmugn much of the th contury,  will wisely continue o ignore Isrnel's veponted
lz% {]uuwunn!d The big questhon 8 manded. but his bloodlust did not pmvent hl.m and b the 218t provocations ar d nsly keind of
. rhmw aboof. from becoming PM. It i nat alone but its record — from the  mutunl assured destruction, But all bets are off as
rarel Ob ected The L Back then, far- president Ronald Reagan imes to Italy, Iran, Guatemala, Cuba ]wsu]u!]pmneemwlll\ the Gaza genocide and
y J o list of " state spansers of terrorism” that curvent.  ovdered Begin to halt the “holocaust” in Bedrut. donesin as well as Timor, Vietnam, Chile, annexation of the West Bank. The US
ﬂ;l:alunu Cuba, North Korea, Iran and Syria.  The Israeli PM bristled, but obeyed, pechaps influ: - Cambodia, mdlm?'— is wunt be able to evade ihility unless it con-
L lhslnhvluu.lly never bean Included, Nor has enced by the fact that Iernalis took a stand  in modern history. Hubeis and hypoerisy are the  jures upﬂnmmfhhul arms shipments bnih
to rae l eXCeSS — although I.lmp(whunlyaeenﬂune against their natlon’s e conduct in ey defining features of the American empirve, astern procy o it pursies its
dmem’\luﬂehuvml hrmillhnh Bu.lihhn:k Lebanan. This year's cnstrators are under  which encompasses suxiliaries such as the UK,  misanthropic aims.
g fiow: the idean in BT0se, co-  standably keen to bring home the host Isrmell  Canacla and Austral European
lpmlnmdbyl:man Iheﬂuudln. wmmmnn armed forces falled to protect on October 7 last  natlons and a buncl angers-on in the ~— By arrangement with Dawm



17 [E.

EX

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 2024

PLAINED

20
@icExplained
#ExpressExplained

W WINDIANEXPRES S COM

Il there are questions af current or contempoarary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explainediind ianexpress.com

Challenge for oil PSUs: how to get $900 mn dividends out of Russia

SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 26

ITI5 A billion-dollar question, Bterally, that
Irachas pilslic seetoeoil oompamies and e gov-
CETMTEIE re struglivg b find an answer 1o,

For i aiel a ball years, the dividerd in -
come of Indian oil companies — ONGC
Videsh (OVL), Ol Isdia (DIL), Indian Ol
Corporation  (10C),  and  Bharat
PetroResaurces (BPRL] — from investments
i upstiea e projects o Russia have beenpil-
g in that courtry,

The cumuslative valie of the dividends
has nerw reached around $500 miéllion, ac-
cording i Litest estimabes.

The companies have taken ugp the sue
repeatedly with Uheir Russian pariners, ared
it hs featured in gover nment-to-govern-
ment discussior between New Delhi and
Moscow, but 4 mechanism o move the

maney — or wse il in the bilateral irade be-
Dwer) [ couritries — remains elusive,

Restrictions on Russia

Themain challenge in repatriating the in-
v — which is sitting in the com panies
accauints in the Commercial Indo Bank
(CIBLYL i 2l kabe al State Bank of India 581
in Moscow — lies in the complications aris-
ing out of Wistern sanctions imposed on
Russia inchuding the restrictions put on pay-
ment channels, alter the war broke out in
Felmuary 2022

So0n afler Russia invaded Uisaine, ma-
jor Russian banks were shut out of the
Sochety for Waorkdwide Interbank Fnancial
Telecomamaimacation | SWIFT Jlnancial trns-
actinn processing system, which seriously
clented Russias ability to sccess te ghabal
Py IS Systenm.

The Indian companies face additional
oomplexities related o international jurisdic-

THis WorD MEANS
KEFFIYEH

APalestinian scarf tradition,

ally worn by lower classes

which today is a a symbol of nationhood and struggle

RISHIKAS
MNEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER 28

INDIAR-AMERICAN author Jhumpa
Lathisi chexclimeed n arwvaind Trenim N York's.
Noguchi Museurn after i fired e em-
ployees lor wearing keffiyeh scanes —a
garment long asociated with Palestinian
nationhood and its struggle against
Ziowist peeupation

Thie Newid sk Times peported that the
mseum announced a policy last month
banning employees from wearing clath-
ing or acoessories that ex pressed “polin -
cal messages, slogans or symibols”.

Protection against desert sun

The keffipeh is one of the many
scarves warn in West Asta Usually made
af cottan (or its blend) and white in
cndau, it featuafes some patters which
reflect elements of Palestinian cultuse,
For instance, the populas net-lke pattem
is saiel to resemlsle fishing nets, fishing
being a major econoemic activity in the
region Ancher popular patiern depicts
the leaves of olive fees.

Armmii Laiger, an assistant professor
af Eurapean Studies at the University of
Forida, traced the centusies-ald history
al the garment in an article for The
Cutiversitian, He wiote that the keffiyeh
‘wans T uese] s 2 bveadd coveeri

Ademonstrator wears a keffiveh at a
pro-Palestine protest in Los Angeles.
Reuters

the leaddiess captured the emational
cofnection o the land ™

Palesting Liberation Organisation
(PLO leader Yasser Arafat popularised
the scarf in the 19705,

Bans on keffiyehs

I U Weest, wiearing the Keffiyeh has
Kaig been associated with oppasition to
Iscael This |IJ§I‘E§A.I]I.Eﬂ|I|'Ihe§L'JITL'ﬁ|ﬂg
banned a mimber ol tmes, iIIIZlI.l]lIg al-
tef Ihe events of October 7 last year,

Fat instance. the leglsla:ule of the

B
froenthe barsh desert sun, and was pop-
ular armong the lower cdlasses.

A Palestinian symbaol

The British gained eontrod of Palestine
in 1917, after the fall of the Otaman
Empire. Opposition (o British rube fed w
e keffiyeh’s use as a symbol of natbanal
uniny in the 1930s. "Some rebels sirategi-
cailly dovmed the kifyefr o hide theirfaces,
a5 way i awoic] potential reperoussions
Trom British authoities,” Langer wiote.

I W&, Toliowwing thecreatian of lsrael
aid the sulsequent Aral-liaeli war, more
than 750,000 Palestinins wered isplaced
Traam their hommes, Larger wicte, The kef-
Jiyeh became an expression of Palestinian
resilipnce against lsrael's treatment of
Palestindans. Worn by both those who
weredisplaced and those who rernained,

Austrak,
scarl in the Llllﬂll.ﬂl. 5I1.ILII= Leane,

garmenicounied as™symbalism” that the
wibsale eluammleer was fot expected b get
behine, aid this shonlkd ot be Wit

Leane also told 2 Member of
Paliament that watermelon earrings
couk pot be o, Thefrult s alsobeen
used s a Palestinian symbal because it
miatehes the colours of e Palestinian
Narg, which has ofien been banned in puls-
lic Ty [sraedi authorities. Notabily, the kef-
[ipefthas also been fown as.a lag & pro-
Palesting pratests.

T e Lt 20005, Laslibon Leaids like
the US-based Urban Dutfitters and the
UK TopShop began sedlng keffFeeh-like
scarves. Palestinians criticised this as sell-
ers profiting from their culiure withouwt
giving duse recognition bo thesr hisiory.
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tions as same ol the vehices used by them o
make iwessnents in Russian oil and gas as-
sets are [ased in countries such as Singapose.

Investments in Russia

Over the years, lndian
puabliisectar comapanies have
spent billions of dollars to
pick up stake in il and gas
Prajects in Russia a8 part of
the epergy secusity sirategy
of the country, whichis heaily de pendent
o cil imports,

Accoedig 1o one estimate, the total in-
vestients by Indian companies in Russia
amaunt to more than 35 billion.

WL, thie erverseas investment arm ol 0
and Natusral Gas Corporatian | ONGC), holds
200 stadee i the Sakhalin- | project and 26%
i thee Vankoe project. & corsortive of 10,
DI, i BPRL — the upstrearn arm of refiin-
ing major Blarat Petrolewm Corporation

EXPLAINED

[BPCL) — has 23.9% share in Vankor and
2% iy the Taus-Yuryakh project.

The dividend ircome is being deposited
it the CIBL acoourits in ruldes, whene they
are earning a nominal irterest. Dividends of
arond $600-E650 million be-
leaiging 1 the I0C-OIL-BPRL
oSOt s s $250
millicn belonging to OVL, are
strandrl.

No easy options available

Wil the miney stuck in Russia, ivoould
T been theoretically used for payments
there, i increase imsestments, and o fund
operatianal ard capital expenditure require-
nendsal existing projects. Mone of these op-
v ave, lcvwever, curtently feasilse,

This is because the dividend payments
are being released after deduction of apera-
tionalexpenses, and thereis no plan s pres-
el by invesimoce caplial ingo ongoing proj-

EXPLAINED

eris These assets.ane pastiheir magar capstal
expenditure cycle, which means that major
cash calls, or demared for mare ivestment
in the projects, are highly unlikely in the
near-to-medium ieem.

Theee ol exception is OVL which is re-
equitred b pury aroaiid SE00 million 1o be re-
noeninated &5 a shasellder in the Saklakn-
1 project. The company is in talks with
Russian autheritses i use it stranded divi-
dend incoeme o partly seitle this payment.

The Inclian comguanies are also notespor-
ing imvestments in any cther project in
Russia, This means the oy aption keftis o
s e money for payments in Russia

The question then arises: why can't the
ey b ised o partly pay for hecopios
wiilumes of Russian ol that is Bowing into
Enclia? The short answer: widle the Indian
comparies woukd lpve o do that, itis fraughe
with several challenges and complications.

Farst, while B0C and BRCL do buy Russian

FOREIGN POLICY & STRATEGY

ol DAL choes not.

Second, the irvestments in Russian proj-
ects are through special purpese vehicles
regisiered In overseas territories such as
Singapore. This means that ay payment
wiokild als coime wnder the jurisdiction al
ihese pversess tefritories, nod just Russia's
anl liedias.

Given the various Western sanctions
against Russia and its energy sector, enods
payments for Russianall using the dividend
income could end up becoming an ex-
tremely complex exercise with regand 1o
taxation and Sccounting. The com pardes
have been seviing the opinsan of legal and
international accounting expents (o find a
iy o i this.

The bt line: arey leasshle .md wm

vislikely
acoembination of effective ﬂlplonucy and
amart commencial negog atians with stake-
holdders in Fussia and ebiewhere.

Biden and India-US ties

Joe Biden will leave the White House early next year, His presidency has seen India-US ties reach new
highs, the result both of his personal affection for India and of the natural trajectory of the relationship

SHUBHAJIT ROy

O THE sickedines of the Chsad] leaders” s umm-
mit, Priene Minister Marendra Modi held a
meeting with United States President |oe
Bicken oo Septenber 21 This might well have
Do thie il éte-d-tine between the two
il lead ers before Baden leaves the White
Hiouse i s Jarsary 2025,

The Biden presidency has been enor-
miusly consequertial for Indis-US tes, After
the haur-long meeting with PM Modi lst
weeek, the Presiderit nermaked that bis courr-
try's partnership with ndia "t stronger, chaser,
and xare dyrsimic than ary tene in issony™

Anold friend of India

President Biden's advicacy af stronger
e [setnaeen L D cointries far predates
his eptry ingo the Dval Office.

In 2006, three years belore he became
Wice President o President Barack Obama,
Baclen anticulated his vision for the fuure of
Inctia-US relatios. "My dream isthat in 2020,
e v clisest nations i the work] will Le
Isefia ared thve Uinived States,” he said.

I 2008, theen Semator Bicen woried with
bt h Democrais and Republicans o get the
landmask India-LIS nuclear deal approved in
the US Congress. This was despite the il
reservations ol sooe-io-be President Obama
o the matber.

A Ve President, Biden contimied wark-
ing tereianchs fuarthering ledia LIS ties. He vis-
i) Bl whs Fuis swile Jill i 2003, died et
aveong oebers, thei Prime Misister Marmo-
BanSangh and Wice President Flamid Ansari.

In August 2020, as the Demacratic
Presidential nominee, Biden said that he
wiold stand with Inclia in conlronting vasi-
ous threats along its borders,

His perspnal aifinity o India aside,
President Biden inherited a smng Inda-Us
relationship from his predecessor Donald
Trunip, The former president hal. for the very
Tiest tine frared China as astrategic rval and
adversary 1o the US, and thus aligned
Wishingionand New Delbiis poaitiors. nthis
regarel, Biclemcasied Trumyp's legacy fooward.

Trump nevived the Quad grouping com-
prisiing ledia, the US, Australia, and Jgan i
2007, 16 202 1L Bider levited the Quad i the
Teaders’ level, the highest in international
diplomacy. He hosted the first Quad leaders”

PPresident joe Biden bids farewell to P Narendra Mod after theend of the Quad
summit at the Archmere Academy in Clayton, Delaware, on September 21, the nyvs

st in March that year, less than two
months after v became prosicent.

Simee thwen, Biden and PR Rodi bave met
si times at the beaders’ level inclucing Tour
times in person. On the bilageral front, the
b v interacted at least 10tmes, includ-
g twice virmuadly,

Technology cooperation
Mew Delli and Washington realised in
e post-panidemic wiorkd that they needid
b Fraime tleir ties in duralile terms. Both
vconrries wansed o de-risk themsehes from
Furure China-related disruptions, and be-
cameapartola vesilient global supply chain.
Indaabsawished obe part of the US-led
tech ecosystem. Mo major country in the
Vol Wear T er s succeeded willout
technogical support from Washington —
Troen Japan and Genmary in the War's imme-
diate altermath i Singapore and Tabwan
nnte recently Even the rise af Chind, o some
extent, weas aicled by suppost from the US,
Biden s the pppartunity in including
India into the US tech ecosystem.
Wil hingian and Mew Delbi began working
1o this el in 202200 January 31, 2003, the
v Mational Security Advisers lunched the
Initiative for Critical and Emerging
Techialogy (ICET) in Washington 1o Deili-

Why Pakistan needed another bailout from IM

ANAGHA JAY AKUMAR
MEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

THERMTERNATIIMAL Mateetary Fund (IMF)
anVednesday officlally approved a57 ba-
lion Extended Fund Facility (EFF) for
Palcistan, bwo montl afver the sgency had
reacived a staff-level agreement for the
same with Elamabad.

Pakistan Prime Minister Shebaz sharif
thanked IMFchief Kristaling Geargiev fir the

xists struck the nation — due o the impacs
ol the Cowvid- 149 pandemic. Russirs warwith
Uikraine, and the devastating Aoods that
roched Pakistan in August that year:

I mnmrmzzmelMFdeudeu 5]
stop the disbursement of a pending $L18
Dalllinn undler the 3019 EFF due to the gov-
ermnment’s urmillingress to meet centain
dermuards, ineluding assuranceson ncmeas-
g energy rabes, imposing mare taxes, and
stoppsng artificial contel over theexchange
Eate, Ad A result, an ready cash-strapped

Fr-maathi v, ihe fift
such programme in Pakistan's history, and
thesixthiinder the curmert bormowing rame-
‘vl i, howvever, Hhat G wilkig this
will b Pakistan's Last IMF progranme”

" -

L
Pooe governance and imprudent fiscal
management has long plagued Pakdstan.
I 2022, Pakistan was still recetving funds
fram the 019 EFF, when asevere economic

Pakistari econceny was pushed o the brink.

Tl ol prrices sk up, weth Pakdstar's
iflationrate peaking at 385 in May 2025 The
Pukistand rupeee (PKR) fell about 20 against
the LIS dollarin 2023, while the courarnys foe-
g excharge reserves dhd ndied oo uncler 3
Ialliee: i earty 2023,

In July 2023, Pakistan secured a ning-
month 3 billion Stand-By Arrangement
[SBA] from the IMF. The country’s interim
povernament worked inensure the BFs can-

ditinesaf*flscal discipline, structural reforms
arxd avetuam o market-desermined eschange
ralE" were et

Asof Segtember 2024, Palistan's infla-
tian rate stands t arouns 7.5%, its lowest
in five years. The country's Fores reserves
tonstand at around §9 bil-
lion, supported by inflows
Troin it allies China, Ssudi
Arabia and e UAE

Bur Pakistan seill has an
external debt of around §130 billion, of
wihich it will need to pay § 90 billion over
iihe pext three pears.

What does the 57 billion package emtail?

An EFF is a financial assistance package
alfered Ly the IMF to countries facing se-
vere balance of payments issues due o
atfuctisal weakiesses that cannot be re-
sodved in the short term,

I theory, it ks meant (o help the ber-
rerwiing countey implement medium-term

EXPLAINED

GLOBAL

seructural refoems. in Pakistanns case, these
include bolstering monetary and fiscal
palicies including tax reforms, strength-
eniing competition. and rebuilding the
Torex reserves,

Inits press release in july this year, the
IMIFsaid that the EFF “sins to
capitalise on the hard-won
macropcanamic stability
achieved over the past year
by furthering efforis to
strengthen public finances, reduce infla-
tion, rebuid external buffers and remove
eronpemic distortions o spur privabe secior
el el

The IMF will immediately make $1.1 -
Tionavailable o boerow, aconnd ing o Pakian
State Rank gvermar Jamesd Almad

Motabily, the package does not include
jilans 1o restriciure T country's extemal
anel internal debt, which according to
Darwent, equalled around 81% of the previ-
15 FEScall years Lx revenues,

Rate strategic technology collaboraticns in
eritical and ermergireg technobogies, and en-
alsbe co-development and co-production in
the tech sphere )CET abio looked to conned
the twa cauniries’ respective innovation
ecosysiems, especally in Al guaniunm, ele-
com, space, bictech, semicopductors, and
ermerging defence techmobagies.

Alter three N5A-level meetings — the
it recent one taking plice betwesn NSA
Ajit Dioval and his US countes part Jake
Suillivary in e 2024 — theautoomes ol iCET
are now vishile

P Woeli's recent visit saw him sign an
agreemeni forseiting upasemioonccion bik-
rication plant inIndia, which would make
hiips for use in “matioeal security, next gen-
eration telecommunications and green en-
ergy applications™, Both Biden and Modi
il the *watershed armangement”inwhich
e LIS inilitary s agreed 1o & partnership
wwith Il om Fisghly sailued technology.

The fab, ocused on “asdvanced sensing,
communication and power electronics”, will
e e nalibed by suppaort from the India Semi-
conducior Mission as well as a sirategic tech-
nobogy partnership between Bluasar Semi,
FrdiTeck, and the US Space Force, the joint
statement said I will be established with
thecbjective of manufacturing infrased, gai-

F, what this

Wit conditions did Pakistan have to
imeet o secune e

Thie July press release alluded io the
“tirnely confirmation of necessary lnandig
assurances from Pakisn s developmentand
Inikateral pariners”, Aley step was the rollover
al the couniry’s $12 bllion debt being ap-
jpoervec] by China, Sauidi Aralia s the LAE.
Additicmally, ealier this manth, the grvem-
et ool S B0 millan bean o Sasdand
(Chartered Bank abead ofWednesduny's meet-
ing to appeove the EFF package.

The EFF funding was conditional an
Pakistan making sweeping tax relonms o
e I8 L e T verTument cominit-
el 1 s i s Luckged for the curtent liscal
year, and expects o callect up 0 365 billion
inaddlitional teees. Paidstan hus asoincressed
elertrigity pricesky 51 0t hopes io generate
6% miie revenie thieaigh noi-La sousces
like petroleum levies and ety @il

Addiionally, the IMF mandated thene be
& balance in spending between Pakistan's

Jaipur

T faitrihe el sliconcarbide sernioanthic-
s, it said

Drarwireg a parallel with the [do-US dvil
nucleardead, sounces said ihe (b iled Shakn
(o “paniver”} el pot anly be the fiest bech-
nelogy pastnershp between [ncdiai bisi-
nesses and the LS Space Faiee, bt alsoa first
in the Quurd OFicials horve said that ths marks
a-ghass-cedling broken”in tech diplomacy |
“raising the game and going into true chip
labrication, the boby grail of semécondudons”,
N juist besting and assermibly, a5 was the cise
in previous Incia-US arrange ments,

Beyond the fab, ndia and the US ane
working an a beoad range technology part-
nerships, from jaint research conducted 1y
NASA and 15R0 ai the Intermational Space
Seation, to-a pact for critical minerals suppy
chain and emerging digial rechnologies in
Asiaand Africa. There has dbso been progress
regarding adeal for 31 remotely pi
cralt which Indiawould acquire o the LS.

Some headwinds in ties

That said, the Preackwins in India-LS ties
cannot be ignored. Mast notably, in recent
macibhs, e alhegedd dssa ssiation plot against
LS| s - Bhakstai separatist Cunpanaant
‘Sgh Pannun has been a tharny lssue.

T inportant developmerts ook place
dlays befoee PM Modi's visii to the LS.

W Lastwende aUScourt issued surmmans
iy MGA Dervall, ammiong otbers, alter Pandiin
filed & civil suit seeking camages far the al-
leged assassination plot. Indiahas deseribed
the albegations “completely unwarranted
ane unsubstantlated imgutations™ Howeves,
Dowal was nometheless absent from ndia's
alficial delegation this time around, Soures
sl L Jasmams BaKashimir elections anddo-
mestic comemitmends had kept the NSA from
iravelling io the LS.

W The fact that a group of Sikh activists
and pro-Khalistan separatists visited the
Wit Hiouse on the eve of PM Modis LS visit
weas a0 signal to Mew Delii. Local media
in Dedavware reparted that peo-Khalistn
testers could be seen alang the route of the
Prime Minister's mosoocade.

Trscia e b acheloe s Chis Lssue b remene
amy misgivings in Wos hington about New
Delhi®s democratc coedentials, But South
Block believes that in the larger scheme af
things, thewoenimiries' sirategic igranerit
vid-d-us Clina mieans thhat such challenges
areandy miar wrinkles b be ironed out,

With Biden leaving office eary nest year,
New Delhi will be keenly watching the US
eleotioe in Novernber io see who caries for-
wearel s legacy — lais Vice Presiddent and cur-
renik Dernoeratic taminee Kamala Harris, of
his predecessor and Republican nomines
Donakd Trump.

will entail

ferdiral and provincal gevernments, with
s being impesed on agricul e, and no
e subsidies being introd wced.

Thie IMIs panitions lave beer Labelled
Tnarsh by experts B Murtaza Syed, the lor-
mer acting governos of the State Bank of
Pakistan, who il the Fnancia Times ihat
mmmalyﬂ;lmhllugmu
s ard widenithe, {o-CGIP ratio | witach
stands at 77 in Juily 2024 There is also con-
vern abeut the lack of palitical suppart to
et [ programme’s requirements.

Many have questioned whether the
sweeping tax reforms that the move will
reuire will indeed work As the Dawn
wwrabe in an editorial, “countries have im-
praved their ta performance...[ by | mak-
ing thelr tax regimes equitalide, Tair and
easher bocommply with. .. the intent [af the
rax reforms announced in the budger|
seers ko be o squeese existing taxpayers
Lo et the revenue targets rather than
broadening the net.
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

= IDEAS PAGE

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

Cl Sembeumar

Death of a 26-year-old in Pune, allegedly due to work stress, has sparked controversy.
Ateacher and a corporate executive write to the young on how to navigate today’s work place

Imagine the world ~ Draw red lines your
beyond your office

Productivity should not only be about
profit of the corporation
that has hired you

AVIIT PATHAK

st fons: What |s meaningdul and Bie-af-

rimiig wark? Wihat is “praductivity”?
Al what b success™? Quite often, the
ek it — even when s prestigioe”

dhoes ot Rl us, The experience of be-
Ing allenatied From onie's work Kool jred-
e onby in Kard Mars's thearidation, For
Ty, 15 real Nesther maney par glam-
arar can heal the pali of Batigue, boredam
and gl Thinkal it, Possilily,

DEAR YOUNG FRIEND, | am wiiting this
[T il e il

ik, yur creat e energy, and yaur urge o
s your livelihood dhough meaningful
v |ife-aflrrning wark, Yet, | Beel worried
Wl pou be alsle 1o cebibrate your work,
vl alin experience a deeper meaning al
sladinnce WV I b paassibihe foe o o re-
alkse that there |58 work] beyomd your al-
Ficee = e Cvy cubacle an the 20k Boor ol

it becames exceedingly difcubt for your
walie nnd:l:lwlwr%m ihls allenated
wark because the seductian af con-
surmeriem has already rapped them,
Where o they get the money 1o pay the
EIS for almost everything they egardas
“lmpartant® < a hoary car, a laecy apait-
ment in a gated community, 4 lean lar
helr chilldren's *lereign sducation™?

O, el 5™ prouc Uity 1 it anly B
enhancing the profit of the corporation

-

ot T hresd you ¥ Does b really help you

e
flus® time 1o converse with your alling
grandmother, read Pablo Nevuda ar
Herman Hesse, and go for a long walk?
Passibly, you are thinking that Lam
Imagining a riwethim of life that has no
T ngg bn the age ol Jotindly” and
“elliciency”. Poasibly, as an ambitious
o person gifted with a sought-altes
degren|ike B Jchartesed scoount-
avcy, you are thin king that nothing s more
Important in Difie than the urge tobe a
winanier”. Wik, work and

K s faled yarar kel pogentlal, of help
il B0 daperiendce thie lliid of holding
what, for instarce, Wilklam [Elake would
Dy characterised as “infinity in the palm
of your hand®?

Your generation, | assunse, b fond of
“sll-help” bosaka — thi besisellers that
glve aset af Instructions For schieving
“suceess”, and becomdng 2 “Illlonsre”,
Aned the mare you rus after this nrythical
“success”, the mare Hred and woundid
And then, in

werk;  eare  maney,
achieve “success”, and

Ehis aggee of nstantanisty,
the spleitual industey

consbder everything else Tamurging you comes larward with all
assecondary. tsslyurpen your sarts of Tancy gurus wha

Wt malgght have Besard bveelligence wo Instruct yeu how 1o
alsauat ehvit draghe death ol i “deton” your mind in 10
Anna Selbastion Perayil, [:IL:TF:L':T::'::L milnubes, and thin cone
the 2B-year ald chartered RTRpICY e back 50 the same routine,
accountant, an emnyl bagggaie of market- [on't regard me a3 4
ofthe glabalorgantsation.  induced artifickal ones.  reenantic loal®. Lam not
Ernst and Yourg in Pune. Conly then is it possible asking you to cherlih

It seems she could mot
Isear the tyraniy of desd-
lines and sssoclated work
stress, arlety and sheep-
lesaness, Yiu might be
eriuaded ta think tha

T s an Meeplion”
A was pot “stiong”
enough o bear the pres-

e your to say o’ m
yois hoss whii asks
vou to work for ik howrs
b wieek, and forget
what really matters
fio your sanity:

prerverty, IF thae adeliction of
oy, Lane and glamour
disempowers you, Che
trauma of paverty belit-
Fhed you. | am andy urgiag
i L S e bntel-
gence and wisdom 1o
distingulsh your true
haggage of

e of wark. This tenmp-
Lt de il e Lhe wieelim
eI o [ accepting that the wiek
culture the techno-corparate woekd hag
crested s essentialy [de-kiBing. Don't be
unsler any |usion, dear I'rlmt 16 B~
mankaes you ad ranslarma yiu inie a
P pesoare o b perpetually expolied,
even il from the outside everything
Ik glasmuoroaus = a |ucrative salary pack=
age,aweekend office party in 2 mega ho-
vl o "Three nkghis and lous days” st a
aldives et

Fargive me, & | wrge you b aik theee

markel-induced astificial
o, iy Uhiee |5 possl-
B i o b by 0™ 1 yar s wiha
s wou oo wark for 70 bowrs o week,
e Borget wihat neally matters fos your
sty — sy, leeliig e maghe af Disasiiah
Khan's sl while tauching the hanids
of your grandmcehies, and watching an
AN Sunse
Live aesthetically and creatively,
dear frlerd.
Liwe and pravers,..

Thewriter linght sackalagy o WL

boss cannot cross

You will spend

the best years of

wour life working, Don't make peace
with bad work culture

PALLAVI JHA

THEAR YOUNG FRIEND, I you are feeling
tregldation ar are disturbed afler hearing
abesit e ragh death of Anna Sebastian
PreraL it I8 unlerstandable. Honestly, it is
hasartbreakivg, | read her grieving mather,
At Augustine's lettes bt CEO ol her
aemployer i b podgnant and written with
Dasartlele canclour, | bilieve shi dpeaks far
milicns af paents, who ansiou sty walt ta
Lol ey thweedr yooumng oenes over thee wesloend,
st Lanme By chee skl g he ool o bulld
thilr carsers.

This ks anopportune meaent or pain
speaking, as | am part of the conporate
usniverse, Flest a dischasure: |have, o the
sl alio been a hard-wired warkabolc,
and 1 eliel experience barmout which had
Dl cosnsisquiinses far e, S0 guess |
D e Ui right B share with you
my whews on (e slject,

18 yows ave cymdeal about thee grand mis-
sbanyvidion statements framid in corpa-
tate baardromms, you
are tutally lwllrr:ﬂ.

e ot thelr priorivies wrong, Secordly,
CEC anel Semlor managers ane ot g,
Ehvey hawee Teet al clay, Bke everyane ek,
Chiatlliergee them, The reason compunies are
Encreasingly callows In thels workfore
s aggennend b hat Il has & haige jobs
criskd; P ewcess supply makes thi negi-
Harkng ream | L Bt thal eloss nat
i that companiies can ignone fhe cae-
il rubes of engagesment, | think chis is
thie perfect time foe corstractive employes
activisen; India's g deserve avaliein
aflhoe ewironments ar cultune snlits. An
ol it o o baa chy et imatiomn, D wal sweet
booes, Secret Santa gifts, and birthday
cale-cutting, with all thedr good inten-
s, domod salfice, Wit one peeds modl
i birbe bearl, I e ¢ lioes ol
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Aia reglonal powes, lidia should respect Sel Lanka’s sovercignty and the
foreign develogment choices i makes based on fts own interests, [t shoald

refeain from its hegemanle
Lanka’s external cooperation”

el b exert pressure on or interfere in Srl

—THE GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

An excess
of cess

Itis being used like never
before by the Union government to
deprive states of revenue

BY DEREK (VBRIEN

| CAC ) report s pased Lt = 2018-19, the
Uindon gaves pment withhebd s § lakh
erore ol the Be 275 Lakh croee collecred
b varlous  cesses e the
solidated Fund of India (CFL), Rs
10,000 crore of the Road amd
Infrastructnpe Cess collected during the
year was “nedther transferred o the re-
lated Reserve Fund noe utilised fos the
purpase T which th cess was col-
lected®, More alarmingly, ks 1.24 Likh
oo collecied a8 cews on orude ol inthe
sl e decadie “lad not been trans-

“CPIEF MINISTER NARENTHA Mool fnday ot Che clesigratid Reserve Fund (01
aerusid the Centre of adopting @ policy of - Indusiry Developaent Board) and was
coprchve federalion and thos padhimg stotes  retadned in CP1 The repot furher stated
b0 & suborifinate position by poulisi that * tan) e ation ol
wll powers of fimanclol affenrions, reduc- Reserve Funds makes i deTicult o ensune
faygg e thae conmsticutiomal righes of sioves”  that cesses and bevies have been utilised

(1K Jamsary 16, 20012).

Your cedurmnlsd destinctly remenbers
Ehwe i M e mainssti e allalde A
Jaithery, imting about hall a dozen fellow
Bs b hisroam in Pacllament for abearty
By srvvistima b 20005, Dwir gracios bosl
wiankied 1o celebrate i good news: The
14tk Finanee Commission had recam-
rrsenided rcreasing the develution of the
cliisilale s poal 1o states fram 32 per cent
povdl 2 per cent, W all sow this s a big win
For Recleralism, Bt Jaitbey's hoss, the for-
neer chaliel malinisger of Gujarat, hael ofher
I, A dlirey, fous-leties ward that dam-
ages lederalism: Cess,

A army unclengrad e in oormemence will
Bellyoucss s not apartal the divisille pool;
Ehuat ks thie oy colectid 15 o shared
i St goerTEnenla A cess 15 8 specilic
R mpaied by Che Unlon gevenment (o
ralse furds for & designated purpose. The
Unlon governsment curently ki a GST
conmpenditionoess, acesson e lih and ed-
b, road ane infrastos ture, agnculture
are] chesalopusent, Swachh Blarat, exports,
ard crude all amesg others,

Consider this, In 2002, cess formed T
per cenl af the Uinlon govermmient's tolal
s reviniees, 0 2005, Ui rose e 9 per
citnl In 2023, cess cantribiusted 1o 16 p=r
cernvl of the total Lax revenue. Fram 2015-
29, the Uvsbon overnment has collected &
wilcapying B 13 Lakherae ad cés, This ex-
clules GST comipensation cess, In e last
Flve years, b has collected R 84,000 crore
a5 o o crude pll

The share of cess a8 part of the Undon
government's gross tax revenue has
Erfje, g freanmn B et in 2001 b BB per
ik i 202 L This rise in cess and surcharge
Fraes Iwversely e B a peduction in the divs-
il pool of taxes, The divisible pood has
sl from B8 per cent of gross Lax rev-
enue in 2011 10 79 per cent in 2021, This,
chisnpaite i 10 per conl inemsase (i de-
il o b st ates as recarmimendid by the
Tdth Finance Commission,

A Campiralles and Auditor General

Forr theit spiecilic purpises intended by
i Pasblamient”,

T by vesasicen [ Chie Impesitian e cess
Al suare haprgge b Toor thve Undon g ninienst
L I reaser its revenuee, Ovie mgjos criiclum
P bty b5 bnalaliny b Increase revieue
substantially, despite increasing ceds
Rt recidpls have Increased ondy mar-
flmnally i the Last 10 years — fram B8 per
cenn ool CIF in 200188 per cent of COFn
20024, Lesia Hhan oo percenl.

Reemily. thi C et af Kamatak
v o el e chiel malnisters, of Loth
MO 2y Oppaasition gaverned states, ex-
preisdig conces (ha stabes with | ad
cagita CEDPwene being penallsed lor thele
eonnank performande by sce ving dispro-
prrticnalely knver o allocat s,

I thee early 19804, the Sarkaria
Commission recommended that cesses
anel surcharges should be bevied for aspe-
elfle parpose aned fara Nmised e pe-
wiaed, 1 2000, thie Punchihl Conmbssien
stabid Lhat “entenshon of cesses and sr-
charges amoums o dilution of the mec-
vmmendations  af  the  Finance
Cammdssions and deprives the States of
Elelr dhue e [ Central tax revenae”, i
Fursbeer elaks ated that, we reconimed
Ehist ehie Cembral Gavermmient shoukl re-
view all the existing cosses and sur-
charges with & view 1o bringing down
Uheelr share i the gross Lax reven e,

The recoanenclations ol the Sarkaria
Commisslon  and  the  Punchhbi
Commisslon have been ignored, The
vurnber and quantumal cess thatis levied
b inoreasing, States that idealogical ly
g thee ruillig dispersation sne cien
adeepriwiee] ol Dt right il dues, Seasoed
Opposition MPs i the corridors of
Parllamsent rue the reality, TINSTAAFL
[ Thweere ks rvindinch Elud g s a Fre lunch)|

Thae ol s M v eden, AU Dt
Trirscaniond Conggress Parfinmentary Party
v Sabha | Addizional vesearch by
Ay asheran Dy and Dbeerunt jain

LETTERS TO THE

EpITor

Il yomar PRI, o) Dt your sk ol
il Fresshers e labily gt v deal, ey
are viewed as dumpsters and wold tha
hey e 10 do wehatever I asked, ossen-
sl e Ui o k-aclial ™ Bar Ehee R
Euare, Thils s a load of nalsbish, as Anna's
casi expases You can't affond i have are-
peeatof thae. But you have (o break eggs o
rvake an omebette; speak up and doso
Finaerheii by, Maruagiing s Lrésis 1 a Lasl resont;
wihy shauld yeu be forced ini that
precicament n the fst place? Rest as-
sured, howesver, that ost leade s will Lake
cognisance of the repercussians ol what
Rappienid 1o Ana, Her sad death will e a

catalyst for change. We owe

Rt that, Thie Hime for cos-

CEOs are ohsesied with o are mtie lp service o em-
their quartesly perform- - o ployee health bs over,
ance resubls, Alio, with absessed with Tht highest ntangible

rapied change, shet e their quarterly cosl LRt no eie measines
misn ki il the e performance resiles i el mmemtal bealth tallan
ployees wha become Also, with it employeesala palsan-
wollateral damage. Anna J o olfice space; you will
Appears o have been a rapkd chanjge, spend the best years of
viekim of this radiosc. shor-termbsm o e war ki g, and ths,
tve enviranment. The i bric it ks the caniot affard o conpro-

Iy ks that mest ol us
CEDs are Ivigh an plati-
tudes: “Cullure eats
strategy for breiclast® s
a popular cliche, Bul
whitn it comes ta the
betroan line, many of us
ane guilty al [reating our
learns like “resources”
Instead af real peophe,
Orders for summary
Iu}'ldpmnmw lecist Prul:ll»nﬂl.u-

ol st basiness honschos, But a8 0 young
recrultwitha Leilliant caseer abiasd of her,
Tt cann oo o e £ s el o -
s dynanuic?

Flrstly, please don't Gall for the head-
line=miaking statements of a jack Maor
other bigghes: The 5606 work culure and
T s aweek, e, Avoud |l the pligue
g paradions that treat work-|ife balance
ik an brrlant b prowth msindset”, They

employees who
become collaveral
chmage, Anna appears
o have beeein a victim ol
ehis radivactive
environment.

vl b, Theit corparate
brand may look prepos-
sessbigg [rom the autside,
st it stz for you Is
wihat I galng an within,
Pemkulically ik yoursell: 15
B ol (08 WHaL matters
et | that ve should feel
respeched, there shoukl be
aveedd live o beis canmal
CIOES withat o explicit
pErmissian, vour halidays should be
sacronanct, and your vabues should nesver
e g For a trade-oft. i your consclence
Ay i, Jusk quit {eompankes bleed
wihen attrtion rises ), 10will be fhe best
Phing  you  will  have  done,
oo s houkd ever Take you for granted,
Bovoe | think Anna would like thar,

Thet werlter ds chatrpersan ard monaging
b rew, Exalie Carnegie e,

THE MISSING PIECE
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘And the
wnman vinlshis” [JE, Sepember 251
Lonpatan Ladies gets many things
right. A seriking accomplishment |s
Livat bs men are cheaely wrltten by
women = and odfer an ideal far men
Lo T, WRaras ke “subvimilssshve™ anad
“darminance” i he citation replicate
asterectype, in te name ol apprecia-
o, Wlat I *laapatas® from this o
Lt ks an actual crisp advertisenent
Tor the Filen &nd an accusale descripe
Loy ool wareeen's amibstion IE caplures.
Warmen with big dreams froom small
tawies and villages winnkig agalist
the patriarchy should have

THES REFERS TO thie article, Tartifyly

b basdc strucnuse’ [ IE, 5E|M'II1|HMT
Pluch miore |8 now being said abaout
CINGIE Slavulsarieous electivns b the
At dseermibiies ancd th Lok Sabiha s
A good cancept in theory, lsaves e
amd 11 saves the Laxpayers mone

which can weell be utilised foe devel-
aprmental purpoies, Mowever, how
BT prvial e For MO bo Decome law
Uiy the current scenaria bs e s be
seen, Deplaying troops and palling
personed s u Hercubean Lask, Holding
ehection n extreme wieather oondi-
i b o challenge & well. Periodic
Festiyvals held b diffesent parts of e
countey will alie pese siues. Lastly,

lighted instead af the clichéd and
T knisyed descriplon usid.
Therlshibha Asjamiyiib, Wi email

ONOE CHALLENGES

THIS REFERS TOthe article, Fortifying
Ui s structure (IE, September 261
Rhyeming with “One Natlon, One
Party” and slgrallivg the declie of ve-
glonal parties, the One Nation, One
Flection palicy may fail without
peaper dilkgence, Although the High-
kil Compmiltiee's Integrated ap-
proach can ald policy paralysis, o

e ol acomplete shilt toane ekction

dissolving
Il il also have legal hurdles.
M R Hamachandran, ¢

LANDMARK RULING

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Terms
af pretection’ [IE, Seplember 26].
Correcting an "egregious erm” made
by the Madras High Coure, the
Supreme Court has ruled that down-
Boading ard watching sexually explici
content involving children are of-
fences under the Protection of
Children fram Sexudl Offences
[POCSO) Act and the Information

atill s far-fetched, This

Techmlogy Act, This bnaplies that even
whinwing child hbe pnabirial

approach would Lavour only a few
daminant pational parties and mar-
inalise reghnal enes, This compo-
mise of federalism seems dimmer
than that af democracy withowt any
ity af candest, The clalm of expin-
diture B relative because Larger par-
Hees with substantial electosal lunds
would stll break the bank 1o
dominate and have numerous
grandiose campaigns.

Shaswal pena, Casbod

without staring or sharing It - is
BARITHIIN B possess an, Thi lamd-
rvark Judgment i expecied e ge s
Bong way Incurbing this violence. The
revenchild pomograpby s on the way
aul as the Supreme Court has eld
coairts rok 1o use i inany judicial oe-
deror judgment, This sends aue a
Sirong message 1o sechety at lage that
such acts will be countered with

eero- o levance appoach,
Whokan Bas, Kolkotg

eopleHirst Ll

Jaipur
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THE TRUTH

BECAUSE INVOLVES US ALL

THE ELUSIVE JOBS

MNew survey frames urgent challenge before government —
inadequate creation of remunerative, productive job opportunities

EDITORIAL PAGE
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‘WornLy WISE
LIFE 18 A COMBINATION OF MAGIC AND PASTA,
== FEnitico Fiasm

A fraught encounter

Arapeaccused was killed ina police vehicle
inThane, That's not the end of the story

THIE KILLING COF
vehicle b the
E‘ujmmﬂniwrnw ralsaes trouatiling cues tions,

o] nsdcke a police
imies of the Thane

HE RESERVE BANK af India has pegged the Indisn eoonceany to grow at 7.2

e el Ll yiear, Wbl B Boresca sts, such as Ehose by the IMF, espisct

Chae et s conbinue over the comling wears, Hovweser, concem over

thae [ack of quality jobs continaes o persiss, The recemtly released periodic
Rabsaur forcee urviey proriclies granular mlormstion ai the state of the Lbous market in
Bnidla Sevieral brends warmant coser esamination,

Fiarst 8 ther aggregase heved, thie laboar Toeve participation rate 15 years and above ) has
wisent fron &60.8 per cont (2007 - 18 oo GO per cent in 2023-24 However, muchal this b
e b hie a1 Fevnalie prar el pation, especially I el ansas, wihsee || s rsen
Hram 246 per cent (o476 percent over this period, While a rise in female participation
shoal i lly be welcorne, some have argued that it eay be.a sign of distres < women
steppin g out of the house i augmient tele howsehold incame, As per the survey, the
whare of wormsen engaged In sabared smplomint has Lien, Mane are pow mun'ﬂ In
sell-em playment — acros i 1y Ehie share of b are sl
wisen fram 515 per cent in 200716 w74 peroent in 302324 — either a unpalrllnipm
b household enterprises or as own-acoount workers, This indicates the alsence o al-
Berrativies, Scoad, o Lirge siction of the Libour Torce contlmies (o be emgployed indfar-
il e, Thhe percentage of warkers engaged [n nlonmaal enderpeises (proprietay and
partmirships ) stood ab T3 per cent kn 200524, Wiile it has fallen marginally from 74.3
per ot I 200229, Inrewmalrns bigher than tha estima e of 582 percent in 2007-18, Thind,
e shan ol thae Labsour Torce engagid i sgricultune con tinuses 1o edge upsands, while
that ergaged Inmanulcturing remaing smoss stagrant. In 201718, 440 per cent of
wnrkers were oy [ Ce Garn sechor, By 202324, 1 had risen to 86 per cent, un-
dhierlining thi reversalal the trevd of the Ralling shane of the S secion s naver thi pas
checades. Ov Ehe other hand, thie share of the kibour foroe engaged I manufacturieg re-
wrwabns roughily e saeme < 118 percent (208122 and 14 percent n 20239-24. Fourth,
the i vt [ 05 years and b n e centin 20171810 3.2
i cint kn 2003240 Wil vt by uniempbaymient Bas Gallen Trom 178 per cent in 2007
T8 B 102 ey ek i 2024, 0t remnalins higgh, Thie usem playmient st b alsa higher
ammang e moee educated, with these with a secondary and abave bevel of education
Rarving nvuch higher ates than athers,

Thie lalscear market data reinfoeves the kq'dwrlupnm challinge Mcing india —aln-

Rcilhe B covmme fos o
watice caly a year agn whitn his secand wili
Tk a ooyl it agasnst him ol fording her
b bt urmatuaral s with s, e was nel-
theragangsser nos ahaened criminal, This

ar b August, e was e Iy ke
gldy—ruﬂ":chml in 'I1nnrqd)|h?r:‘ll .l?ulml-
Foe, M I quires werne made alxou bis an-
pecedents despbie the Tact that the schoal
cabews by g b o K years old anclalder,

O b conmsiscut hoe clays, the Beacher sent
v Bour-yeas-ald i ls b the washeoommewith
Ehirever ly meonatedd Janior, i was only when
ﬂwclnlm cermmpaliieid of i that thelr mo-
thy | that i

ﬁ\!lu(lnrr«uunhed thevents and the
Nllwwrrmd.ﬁlh!lmiw lnosewlwen
e sarclhd chitalls b
I8 artiracted fe re af the t'nlln- locality ane
Froem Ehere speead ioadioent mkddie<lass o
iy, Thoe Fact that twe Bete glrks were (he
wictims shocked everyone,

Wi parlls o the Maharashina Lgh lative
Aassernaly ol et dis Nowernlaes, thie Opposition
hralmd the appartunity to berate thi

byl governimind, [gnoeirg U fact that
such an offence coukd have occused under
ang panty’s watch. Marches, dinmanstration
an] "rall piks” e n quich succoession
it el crods participating, The P
W e oot broaibliedd since s representa-
thve, o ol v, wises e esputy o
wnlitster heading the home mingst

Withihe MNLI;MI rwhier at I{ e EJP
saevhisd clanger, This Oppaces ton wed bl
Ehe gl for il peolecting winme
lhlldmrdnmll rnwremnen slogans, The

achequate creation of mare ren ativee avel
Addressing this challenge Is becoming mose nIIfI"IulII with Ihe prnd.nnlun process bes
coming mone capital lters) rimg, as hee India Enpl P | 2024

s aksa e, This e b uld e at Ihrlur!fmmal'lhvmﬂlq agenda

DELAYED AND DENIED

Delhi HC will hear bail pleas in 2020 riots cases for a third time,
The bureaucracy of justice flies inthe face of SC orders
NINVIOLABLE PRINCIPLE o the justice syssem b5 that an accused |8 -
ent el prowen gullty®, Too often, however, this |5 abserved oaly in th
Brwach, The Kalkaesque delays in the bail hearings af the acoused in the
zmmlm s cases [ e High Court (llustrate baw the bureaucracy af
Justice makesth Rl et e g of pesciend Sugineme
Connrt verdicis ihat Jfl'hm'hllu e v, fal thae iseception”, e when e accused s
charged urder Lvws with stringent badl provisions such as the Freventien of Money
Laundering Act{PMLA)

S e 2002 Ehie bual] e of Al Klsalicl Salfk, Gulflsha Fatlima Mid Salisen Khan
andl Shifa Lir Rt heraan bavee been angued twioe bn the Delhd High Court. Mow, thelr lnsyers
st 1 cha sl el tlme, T scrach, Bach e, che judge presid ing over te case has
bt it oo chedinonerinngg o corchien, wilharny B s e Era nsiermed (oo e Delhl HIC asthe chiel
Justlice of anithis bigh court. Misamsibe, e orials of the accused have vet o begin: In
sty casies off Uhie 0G0 Dl bl riots, Ehe accusec have been b jall os over Toar pears and the
couirt s et i even frame chasges againss them, Wile granting ball o Asvdnd Kejriwal
ealler this month the Sugmesme Coat obsesvied thal iven n LAY and PMLA cases, ey
kalative palficy against Chie gt of Ll will mael dove whiere thise i v likeliosdalrial
itk conplisted witlin a reasomnalie tive. Thec s liks
ety with a fhestilabe a pparcach tonwand T Auguss, I Linion
eyl Lo, K S s Pukgh conarts Fon Ledrgg seermbngly refuctant togrand il In LA cases.
Aggaliwhillie gran bing Ll oo M Slscadla, thie SC e s g asins af “playig (s,

Jussitiocie LAjfad ¥y b ks cocher grantiingg K rival ball, sald that “Courts noust e
that thay cantioue g revnaln the first line of defence against thedep lilsewtyal

ng
itan Iulhzludl n'.r.l II! thii !xlr.ﬂhal st
namywondeig I Ehe “ercounien wasstaged
bt mstance of the poltical ladenbip,
The i, acoim bt lonol thise po-
litkcal emmh thie (7 s thie mlmr.md
Ehe S ke Facthonod the Shiv Senaared the Ajit
Parvear Tacthon af the NOP a5 pariners, was |
wnly entiny that stocdd (o benefit Tran the “en-
wanarte ", Sweeets were distribuied by the k-

There is nor an bota of doube
tha the people of Thane
were mighty pleased when
thee ‘encounter’ was
publicised. Their anger
against the Mahayuti
evaparated as soon as the
police tonk ai the rale of
Judge and executiones. A
thoght that occues to me as
Twrive thiis artiele s that o
vear or 5o ago in Hyderabad
four alleged rapises of a
woman doctor were arnested
andl ehen Killed by the police
shmilar circumstances on
the outskires of he
Rharatiya Rashera Samichi
of K Chandrashekar Rao, in
powver at the time, received
cicomiums froam the public
bt losse the subsequently
held assembly elections

v it s sncaincedd that e docused
had Toaery o] by e o, Thhee S s Fac-
wonol e S e Sena anncueond a eward ol s
1 Lk far e sembor bnspecion who allegedly
sl cheaed b accused and Bs S0.000-far the
junlu’uﬂmwluh sl o et b st ly

i Ehe e b e s ol g 1 e
HI"! dlullwumpnmlm!
ancl o urmnak; the beadier was plotunesd witha
st in hls basd,

There |5 ok an iota ol doubl ihat the peo-
Pl of Thane were pheased when e “en-
o™ s bl cieed, Theks i

¢ Mwutll:mualed me‘ﬂu:m-

o duinlsal, bl meomimiendied thie allicer's
dibsmbssal froen servioe foe Gcilitating bis [ the
ST R s b rela s escape from
plice oy, The necosmamersdation vwas not
acceptid by the stabe’s DGP though the es-
LA W BATESIE

n.l'mllw Thank incident, Ineeressivg but

g Informatian about sensor nspec-

tar S, wiha allegeciby fived the fa-
tal m“ﬂ wrmerghig. He was seen as a bud-
dling “enuanier speclalist ™ inthe siyle ol his
o, Pradeep Sharma, who B Gclog trial
It envuircher of & Dusknessiman whose car
ks T Lacken wath exploshes and parked

HeBook on | e utlomir,
A thought sl cocues o me ashwrite this
arthcli b thuit a year ar o ago in Hyderabad four
alliged rapésis of & woman Boos wen ar-
vestieed and then kel ey the pation i sinilar
umlml.lmnmmeunm“hh%
Bhasitiya Rashisa Samithl af K Chardr,
Rl I v at Il'leI ﬂnr recithved encomi-
uat bt 1
Mdimnﬂiyrmlum M.llurammm
lspeensation should keepthis [ mind.

T Fychierabad “encounter ™ vas greatly
appmeciated by e pisaplal tha ity bubwas
T e e L il s Ry st il o v
Jusdlcal prooess, that fs, the police, the prose-
cutors and the judiclary, Soalso i the case of
Thuae. A pollce party, I!dh;u‘mhn::llmn-

sgisctar, and consbstiang af a junkar g

.mﬂ e rwndlhm?wu anaint fha h
left Ii' Jl‘ha“ vitlubihe, o Branprt L ac-
cused o Tha e from Talega jail wiere hewas
IMWNWINM Thwe casee fir which
T s Ll resnly Investigatied was the

Kl crmgabali lodged by s s wilie,
rwcichentally, he man's [krst masriage report=
willy Lasted anly raa e sicoed lasted
h‘ and | nym-mmhraihlrlltllm

Tt ot sl b dhepmiiie a sk Inspecion
o et luty of prisoners, Bven the junion
It s et T i, The accused could
P Byisey ety iy Taber | sl st
Tt soncromel vl coanpliad e, Be el ot vecquine
suchedlabarate arrargements,

The senikar m!pedu(depuled Bar ihe jub
Pt chwaaened hilstary. A decadi of o isar-
Ty, duruap Panalle, Ehaen palios commsslones

dhit thit P al Mubesh Amibanl.

Theescoting mlkcpaﬂylwmwmnw
Wil ety e s, v st
b e Mancouallioe] dand ks G povened
with a black hove s natched the pssol of the
officer sbttlng vt 1o im and unlocked the
ity with il kecredng how a pstclworks,
The enitine stony glven by the palice s unbe-
larwabibe, B b v rvane amvasteurish Char the
SROTY il ot Ly Chee Tel lice wheen
:h:yﬂmmrlghuralmlsbﬂw.

It cases af [ake encounters thie vic.

v ane poor, Thes remark wis [EETEE
Ilct'au'ul.lblelnun al palicemen dise-
wassing the e 1 e v e

oonbo rermark that IIWJmﬂlmurIm man
o0 potlcian Do Tl allieged mkestier af wo-
ity weeskhers oo (it Karnataka MIP accsed
oo v g sl wanem, Lhi ol i woulkd nis
P e b st such an “encounter™,

The palice encounter as apeople iendly
et of tackding crime has been adopled
I i Prachieas i o D wage It hiss s aeveid
Vi@ Adiyanath af vates i earlier elections,
e and wihy thils magic did nod sucoeed in
thae wecent Lok Sabiha elections i the cruclal
alarti |5 2t B thee B Mo ponder:

IF thee palitical leackership has crdenid the
Thami “encountes”, then is nowiy o prove
Ehat, 0 b Frsally thee Tour poliosmsen wiio will
oo, That vl e s by urilade ancd unjusst,

The wrtter, aretived iP5 officer was

PRABHASH RANJAN

THEDERATECN Chinese foelgn deoct invest-
e (O vt e s chllases between eco-
nomikc berefiis and security diks. B, a by
Tundasmenial question beyond thai remales
umanswentid Does Indka have a compsehen-
srwlmumfrmmmmhm.un

L
curiny? The answer I:inqulm. desplve the
Tudggh o ecibned dhiska e,

0 gt s el Ehsat i Ao 20020,
i e e s st ikl e s ol
ragging pandhernic, India adogiid anew ineg-
ubatfor calliec] Press Mot 3(PMI ) P13 s en-
Tarced thraugh the Foreign Exchange
M Act{FEMA] = a Lw that pro-

e citiens,” Through reserved verdices, bureaucratic delays and lack of ugency, the
Dhellod HIC Pt Fallienn Far shvooet o e sancarcls s peciend of i by The Suprene Court, Justior
Blraggan also sald that “Dieprivation of [ty even for a singhe day s one day oo mary”.
Four years alter el arvest, 55 4 nevw biench lears e ball phess of th sccused all vy
again, it st el e fis verdiot with alicrity, Because nod dalng sowakd be ariber fall-
I i stanelard s set by ihe apes coart.

A STREGA NONA MOMENT

Anltalian tale’s lesson for the season:
Slow down, step away, malke room for joy

IAAAGINEA COMPCRTING bcrw] of Sl it vaesver mans ot S shing omoni's dheoul-
s, & sy queet, Ui seved] of Breshby-coaked food and e camaracerte of ikends,
Trmagiie sell-comi oL, thee Jiny o ) hiecrushing ned o kesp pace,
g g ol e dnlnge Souanels Wl i vl wirth sl ngg 107 At thechaatic
nushial 17, st Do struckbry Strega Mona
Sepember. B advocates mindfuless and the restorative powerof e quist life, eeen (£ is

mesadge ol wihalisameness — fonlcally — has becom asocal-misdia o pratian

A the Peatal thie teene B a 1575 hilden's Tolk tabe by Talan wiiter Tamle delfaala
that features & gentle witch doctoe, Strega Noaa, witha b for cooking up pasta and
handngout cures and acvice foreverything rom headaches o heartaches. As gge candes
wip Rl boeer, M enapiys a st g youngg hislper, Big Athory, whis (s Tascinated by
e abiliey oconune up pasta n her magk pot. His own attempt ot emulating Nona'
naaggie, hosever, goes woelully wiong < the pot wan't stop chusmlg aut the dish and
sonr, thie town b awash bn s paghettl, Mo comes t he rescue; She hands out a fork o
Anthoery and ashes him b st up — andclean ug - alver bimsell,

There |5, of corsie, a0 Inheset wiscom bn Balk talis, bt in this Strega Nona mamer,
thene |5 a larger sulstext vo the script, That, 1ke the passage of seasons, then i atine o
sk and animie bo et that, even in this age of busthe and grind, doand el there b virue
I hnowing wihaen e pull Back < and (o vibat, Conposate calture will congime ghar lying
a 20T weork iethic, sockad el will e e oS worth In ks aned vicality. But ke
Mo, it helps whe wlnenmu]ll 1o koo who e ane il ven e ave pal pesormiig and

Phe things fhat delight, As Wary Olver wirites inher
pm-m Tt Nﬂllalv Wy sdeclenly and unexpeciedly feel joy, don't hisitate, Give in
Bt Jay b vt malie o d crunib*

witdes Thae anchtectune [oe the ordeerly disvel-
ot anel mainteranoe of thi foeelgn e
[ ket indnda, Tocurboppecuristic
talenseers ard acqulsigions of Indian compa-
s vwatbae e e b0 e pandernle, PN k-
s dimwiarel liwees iraeiats froam band-barder-
g conpdrbees 10 prior ap peoval of dhe cendral
government [the so-called government
voutet | Whilie many conintries shave land bar-
s with el Ehés regulation samed iocuh
bz O e el D s, D s salid it
Tt bt Chivese FOH b greater cantml
T naticmal securiey reasans, Hough PR does
o contaln the words “national securlty™,
Wik Inella wias ned thee caly couniry re-
strkcting Chi s FOUthen, Inedlas ot e
il an alservathon. As Pradlk Datta has ar-
gued, several lberal demacracies lie
Canada, ard Australla oo lmived Chinese
POl cluring the pandembc, However, these
wcruritries did s urder dedicated kegal provi-

A LEGAL VOID

India needs a dedicated law to deal with national security risks from FDI and trade

A Pratik Datea has argued,
sevieral liberl democracics
like Canada, and Australia
oo lmited Chinese FIM
dhuring the pandemic,
However, these countrics did
wos uncler dleclicated legal
prrovisions designed oo deal
with risks FIDT may pose to
||1tl-um| seourity. For
m25al
Canada's Investment Act

CIN WS the poverment
0t just o sereen inward FID1
byt alsor e act against FIM in
operation i it is injurious o
national seourity’.

shons deskgned 1o deal with risks FOI may
g:ue to natkonal security, Far instance,
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ZAIL SINGH CLEARED

THE FIVE S3CH hikgh priests ¢ leased President
Zadl Syl the charges bevellind agalest him
are] helel hat i view of the satlslicioey is-
nl.uulmuﬂrm]mhu el thhiene wis o
v fio ey Turther action in this regard, The
hlnllprhaﬂ!haddnhral! gl tankhakya®
mvmlm 2wihen a Tukammama® vas
gl e b Sy s et kan paver]
e ' Bar his atbeniding the andis
wenemmeery of the Gelden Tengle congl

DIPLOMATS SHUFFLED
ETTHR DU AN China ae geaing 1 have nisw

arnbuassalons o nepEesent e i Bejlig i
Pewy Dl froen early v M.dlulnin:utl-
m g a8 its ambassadar 1o indi.
Rihia’s ot s s A P bl st 1 me-
Rl o ey [ o reaien Clia b L chee
asmeretary | nihe Mivesgry of Exiema Aflss,
KPS Mencn, at presen | india s amlassados i
Jaguan, will take over Tram Venkatieswaran,

MP To Face ACTION

THE QUTSPOKEN CONCRESS-1 MP from

s, § 5 Mohapatia, who has been openly

(mll e Chief Minister | B Patnaii, (s also
o face strict ellsciplinary action, i wis

|||d|ulvd I M Db, Rajenidra Kumarl

daipur

gl ACC Dyl i whirki amem-

ber of the Congress- Disc plln.ml Action
Cormemities headed by Mrs Gared b, sald the
Bilgh cormmand had Laken a seiaus view of
Pl 'S SEABEITHERES 10 (b o s

DPCC CONVENTION
PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Candhl and Bajiv
Gamdhil, AICC-) gevenal seontary lave nter-
it 1 g absoait wnity bn he strile-loem
Dl Prackesh Congress Commitees (LA ane-
datycoewention of Delhi Congress 1] workers
as been Maed Tor September 28 at the
Talkatora Inclear Stadium. Both Hajbv and
Db Gapwdhd will il resss thae canwentlon



