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Harris takes on Trump:
A race too close to call

'13!9 race to the White House may be intriguingly close and, as 72
I{‘s remain to the finish line, the Democrats are up and running,

energised and otnlly united after n mmundln v joyous con-

L. vention in which their artienlate candi L] arris was
wnadnted after inspirational speeches from the L'|'hn.uln.\l ami the Clintens.

Ms Harris® path to the nomination bas heen such & breeze after the with-
drawal of the White House oceupant Joe Biden that Donald Tramp and the
Republicans, despite having a member of the Kenmaedy elan in their corner
now, are plam rattled, Needing a reset from deys of roasting ‘Kamala’ in
misogynistic and racist terms, Trump is now labelling her as n fascist and
Communist conspiring to take over the United States.

On the other hand, Kamala Harrls' scceptance speech woy L-ucann]nllllq.
story of an American journey and success story ioned by “a five-doot
tall brown woman with en accent” who taught her kids to never mm}ienln
mbout injustice, but to do something about it, like protecting peop

e hs a right o safety, to dignity and to justice as the Democratic
minee put it,

Accepting the nomination on “behalf of everyone whose story cuu]duu]\l

written in the greatest netion on Han
Ms Harrls' path t0 Kamala Harris went on to demolish Trump,
the nao on

going after him for the January 6 riots, and his
bee witll-documented support for every authoritari-
has n such a an leader and ¢.m;£f in wn;’]‘g_ In Ch 0,
ahe mpde o e for herself more than wl.lmlnh.:
case againgt Tromp in this contest o occupy ¢
Oval Office ar 1600 Pennsylvania Avenus,

Cn thee front lines of a divided America a5 one
af the most consequential elections for the U5
looms, It ia the Americans who must choose
their leader inan election system that was hotly
contested in 2020 by the loser Trump. Their
chaice will, however, be of great import to the
world in which divisions nre more sharply

breeze that
Donald Trump and
the Republicans,
despite having a
member of the
Kennedy clan in
their corner now,
are plain rattled

ner!u,e,d and when wars are being fought in the Middle East, Europe and
clsawhere.

The return of Trump, n.u umml tous man” aa Kamala dubbed him, in a
batle that he is thought to be fighting for kimsell more than his nation,
b latehed on o Bobby Kennedy's offer to remove his name from ballots
in about half a dozen swlnﬁﬁmml o try and smoothen his path, As he has
affered to open all the JFK assassination files if elected In November it
poes to show how transactional Trump can be when it comes to this power
BRI

Robert Kennedy prospered as o patron of misinformastion on Covid vae-
eines, but such hippenings only relnforce the argumant that in modern U5
it 15 ot just reality and frets that prevail, And Tromp has symbolised
that, most of all in ridiculing the very system that brought him o the
White House in 2008 despite his not winning the popular vete, which
favoured Hillary Clinton,

In this intricate race of several dimensions in which Kamala Harris is
the l:ul'mul I.uedar In E}pu]aﬂty polls, it may take WIT Tintle v tikt the pre-
car| e rhetoric from both sides — making Americs great
BEin \"i!hllll E‘]]]!n thl‘ multiracksl, multiculiural America with joy —
nimed at winning the highest stakes battls ever for the White House,

Realistic plan to fight Maoists

niom home minister Amit Shah's announeements that the govern-
ment will not deploy the Army in the combat spainst Macists and ks
puran lnia twin strategy of establishment of rule of law and devel-
opment of backward areas instead indeed reflect a cohesive and realistic
rpach to end this vislent stream of political activity in the country.
dnobsts thrwe in the most backward areas in the country and feed on the
apathy of ernments towards addressing the very basic needs of the
p-n]:u]n:]un. indless exploitation of the netural resources in total disre
gard of the lives and lvelihood of the indigenous populations has been
another reason that gets Manisgs what support they get in the tribal areas,
The thrust on the deve]n}mumt demands of the people of Naxal-affected
areas will, th the very on which Mooism
thrives and will weaken the movement in due course,

Deploying the Army, which is trained to fight an enemy, nglmml citizens
cannot be the best option, This has been R.nveu thmee and again in Kashmir
and in Northeast India, 1t 18 one of the fundamental principles of democ
racy to eddress politics] isaves through the pelitical process, The Army
should either be ﬂﬁ"nlng the cnemy on the border or take part in disaster
reliel operations, The governmeni's decision not to streech it thus is henes
welcome,

The pace of democracy and its processes are painfully slow and may not
always match the demands of the populathon. However, sustalnable devel-

ment in human history has been slow: and the government must ensure
that extremist elements are not nI lnwed to cnsh in on it Despening democ-
racy and setting up itable di of the fruits of
h are, however, the only \\n\r o go. Lot the Army stay in the bar-
racks,
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ARE. ALSO TACING
RAPE CHARGES

Some historical lessons on
old & new 1mper1ahst wars

Abhijit

Bhattacharyya

the "globali
sation” af war-
fare pow come
full elrele?
Friom the
Eurapa-centric world wirs
of the twentieth century,
the post-Cald War period is
wimesging a shift iowards
West-hacked proxy wars
wway from the West, How
else can one explain the
anplwm.. war u'v of flve
Impariakists
It Is clear now !hnl the
clout of both the United
Stutes. and the Eur
Llnion is ar th wine doe to
hsekr wantan divisive pali-
chew. Fussia feels increas
ingly Imsecure and thus
waging wars for self-pro-
and

Isvasel are intent an rewenlue
missions to * mmrm il

lorces af hist e]r
relbgious hml‘:

veveals the reality: Lumpe
the US and Russla are
egapntially Christian,
lragl b5 Jewish and
Communist Chims, wille
avowedly atheist, fas made
the making of money
umost u seate religlon,
Interestingly, there s no
] perial  state
toduy, despite all the “noto-
riety” nfter the 811 nitecks
on America and the US
UWAr on lerrer” mgamat
Muslim nations that fol-
lowesl. Perhaps that makes
today's seemingly u|)eqd
ng violence fra
maore mayher in lum
In the past, the imperinl-
lam of both Europe and
Americe have heen pver
land and the seas, while
Bussian imperiglism was
wlways land-iased, span-
nbng from the Bering Seato
the shoveline of Baltic Sea,
Chine too his eiways bieen
4 land-bosed gpﬂnslm_::sl
ver, primarily targs
iberin,  Ceniral ::&
iheast Asia The s

ngEresslon
h'leaudnlheJ oeciphed
territories as a “fight for
survivil/existence”.

Let us remember that
wars between Christians
und Christinns hack
maore than & thousand

years, Moreaver, as there
was o lslam till the sev.
anth century, thare wis i
Christinn-lalnm o ar
Jewishlalamic eondlict in
thent ers, It was essentilly
a serbes of bitter, hatefilled
conflicts  between  {he
Llu'lsumnllsI r.uf Homme and
the Judnism of Jerisalem,

AL &t lum the Jews
faced ipnominy and wars
Imstigated by no less than
the  Roman  Catholse
Churely st the Vatbean and
Christiin — emperors  of
L‘urop-e endaracd by the

'a . kmown as the
¥ Romun  Emplee®,
Dnnsequanﬂs'. the Jews

suffered colnszal loss of
their vight to |M‘!I‘W
Pty W L any
mhnﬂa?e
Christians and Jews fhus
remained sworn foes till
Iilam arvived in 422 AD,
The inherent anti-Semi-

hind lirtle respite o h
h Jews [ﬂlr.L;(n:sm
shared the Ol Testament
ik ik o
h:m orig rew
tet "ﬁ made non-Helr
mw spun](l.ng Enrapean
rulers wary, resalting in
Imconsiatent protection of
the minority  Jews by
Clhristian emperors,
1']:ﬂ.]m.vn ulm\'.- prnlu:!:ii
a8 an they
seoond-chass ammn
the First Crusade was

hegun by Christians
inst  Muslims  in
membur K5, French

Snmuhnrn apenly percised
ews Bs “usurers and
Chrlst killers” aned urped
et Sdml teons-
ly “eradicite Jews a5 they
marched to recover the
Haoly Land" from Muslims,
The crusading army
“wrenked havoc™ while
marching o "Haly Land"
of the Levant, jeined by
German  Knlghts o }ﬂul:
der Jews in Y, sk
|n|, them ta edther convert
Lhu e 'l‘h dews preferred

In wm century, Pope
Innocent 11 per-
manent  servitude” on
Jews, arguing that the
dews imberited the guilt of

conflict between the inter
ests al is corporntions and

Private compa-

Christ's death”. This oon-
tinwd through the Middle
Apes and ulw'rnmty el lu
the pas  chambers
Hitler's Third Redch.

So, it was nod just “Islam
lé\suﬁm:"hrllmnll\i Lsxm".
et there is a gory hlstory
of hundrids of years of
Christians,  Jews  and
Muslima ~ all
embroiled in bl i
from  Jerusalem o
Germany, Cartagena 1o
Caira, Paris to Palesting

In this light, the war
between Chinstlan Moscow
weraus  Chriatien  Kyiv,
I ted

the Chyistion EU and
Christim US, takes on &
new meaning, One also
s thie lunsitie eriminatity
of the Sunni Muslim
Hamm aitacks of October

1 u]mﬂiﬁs
mﬂ the escalating b
going out of control,
s a H’eume:na)gxw-
mmry v the U8 “military
Industrinl  complex”
make billions in profits
from a uurzam.- Lik{HK) ke
us{ Jews  and
s are dying i the
I'..wnm, the Christians of
Russip and thedr Ukrainkan
blood brothers are sla
tering each ather in
Balkan-Black Sen axis.
Amid this, distant China
emerged as o hard-nosed
imnperinlist
trumping aver the West's
profiteering  merchants,
mintsters, mdlitary and
bankers. The Chiness are
Liclirg thelr time and kid-
ing thelr ntentions, but it

nies want Chiness moter-
al, markets ard money, but
THRICH SELES WaRE b Petaln
their political sovereipnty
and economle  indepen-
demoe, The EU and the US
face  the same  lssues,
Furope's imperinlism lies
Im the past a5 "sopercop”
America'’s policing
declines, mainly owing to
lack of resources; yei bath
wani o cling to straws,
Imperial Rogsin lose it
way and broke into pieces
Im 2081, and today it

with bick o ml wgful.o
Iodd on o what was once
its owmn sodl. Nea-imperind-
Ist laraal, which was hurn
with vy bay if i
aatation and titatian
Inflicted by the Christian
West, now indlbets the same
destruetion on Muglima
without trying to find any
solutlan,

Whire doea all thia losd?
A the EL, US, Russia and
larmel are &t war, divectly
ar mdm"ﬂ)‘ the’ Chinese
ave on the mave, trying to
take aver ports senass thi
warld, sefzing control of
econamy in soveral band

after istand in the Packfic
Ocean and other witer bod-
s el wsingz special strate-
b mgardln Inalin. New
b Jost land. Indian
traders wre divided, its
mmexdiate nelghbourhood
L& om fire, and its Army and
Mavy are under increasing
pressure [1s citizens {at
least in  Avunochal
m‘;].mm are ka:]ﬂmeumm
subject napping
acress the LAC, ey as the
Chinese PM sheds crooo-
dlile tears for victims of the
Waynnad s . Bl
ns; wll pou:ﬁymuu}]sh&
tuke investments and
funds away from Indis and
destroy whatever medium,
small and mibero enterpris-
@8 are lofi.
“Globalisation”,  once
envigioned 85 & twenty-
first century panaces o

LETTERS

MODI UNSUCCESSFUL

o offorts
Modi to

d the '.Jnm ne-:
fllct. Ne
left Ukrain

1II‘|.| ndls he ¢
unlike the Demo
thelr stror mis lobby, Mr
Trump is likely to r
nomic and military a
Ukraine
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

RATE CUT BOOSTS

THE FEDERAL RESERVE'S dectslon focut
1I.hhﬂ|£o'lu:yrsreh|'3 eenbir, annoumesd
Il e Porwel, Is e s busrve
Enmm:m lmpllmmmn A lowes ingerest
rate i the US could lead ta ineroased capi
tal inflows into emerging markets bk
Irdis, hoosting the stock morket and
strengihening the rupee, us well as making
Inliam exports more competitlve. This
ool berefit pectoes Tioe T, toxtiben, and
phat while ko L

inflaticn by mak imports cheaj
)\Mllmﬂ? the lli]]?gmn'y ﬁwmmmpﬁu
b0 ABOEIVTE WS own interest pates, and
Indian companses with dolkar-denceninabed
dhebe could bevvedl from a wesker dodlar,
Humar
Hazaribagh

NEED MORE COPS

THE YOUTHS heen desire for jobs and
g"cepem)' vewalng &8 strang as ever, but
e governmeent's promises af providing
mnp]nylmm serni Lke chasing n ralnbow,
receiat conssable pecrubtment exam hekl

xu:mnu 26 states | o chear exmple, The num-
Ler of applicants wis not just doubde or
u:r]nhu:mn] timwes mose than the avadl-

enn't remain o secret, As  avedd war by For iratancs, 6. lakh candi-
the West opnniﬂy plays & buamusm n]wrnlmg dntes 3pp]|¢\-_] for just G000 positians,
douhl an Throughout the country, paliee afficers
bath Jsenel and Ukraine, |-“ ﬂhﬂ'“hl-ﬂ Irs m?h'-‘ﬂd P odged grievances about physical and
the Chinese st clandes- the proxy war of the  menta] health problems dos t loog wocking
tingly, helping distant bel- ‘wil and China's musche  howrs, The govemment could have eastly
Hgerents, and creating vifts o ing cash-onquest  meressed recruitment numbers.
throagh diplomatie mung- Ve, Jakir Hussain
euvr mm&:r&n&unﬂ Kanpur
n L The writer i an alumms
S Alices PR e e A o0 THr A8 Lt A o i
Tevers “Ra hm“ I Collage, New Defht, The ek goes ny Henrigues
tune with Ch viows pxpressed heeare _ {Aug, 25), Email;
Today, the ww fnoes a personal, asianage.letters@gmail.com.
: yr Zetenskcyy and his aldes  that Putin's lll-considered hit returned to
e absg sbout creating a buffer zone,  bite him on W it 10
and hope that seme of the Rusaian b seen whither gamble will pay sny
thie front lne in sasten Ulrninemight  dividends. flict £o e, but

Mahir All in the disaster, The wes-  all hinnanity that it does nat tum o World — hundreds of whom are now I Ukrainian cus.  that would feilitate such an outeome — echoes
W 1L tody, possibly intended 10 serve as berganing  of Gaz, o ,
Hack in 2000, the Russian medin had fow  That throst still eannot be diseounted, chips in future PaW LIS sourges v's Kursk initint

inl ur.hm&h the fashpoint might be in & diffesant that work, or will s instinet derailed tniks in Gatsr towards an Ereement o
\fference, Fust forward to Iu_itu't the world, but It is not lmmisent , for which Ukrainien eivilians  not ing energy fellities: g\n&v“pnur
. 024, and none of 1he ol o However, the af th nian  ms mywﬁm&! Patin's tendency Ukraine ard ofl refineries in Russis,
AS U e enters TV outlets can b expected 16 srlonsly the  advance into Russian I unelear, TR over corrise, 8 Imel m ties. That informa-
wuthorities for this month's swift foray ot and the messaging from about {is mottve-  apparent inobility thus far to mennd v tlon adels to the absurdity of Zelenskyy's appar-
Hussian tion has been somewhst muddled. 1t serves as 8 posist the Ukrainian military in Kursk — the  ent assumption that the Kursk advance woold
A i) yestated in WWMMMMM first time in 80 years that foreign forces have sulfficlently rande Putin into Eanoes:
usslan te] I ttO as well as a slap in the face for Putin's pre. v 80 far Into (s territory — should serve  slona, 'The Russian Presidont, evidently interd-
3 1‘he nlnnmndmuh‘laho with  tensions as Mr Security — somesne who would a8 an even bigger reminder than his cne-time  ing to deny gl responsibility (as 1f what
. with d\eluqvmmnf orld  heep Russians safe from all foes. He has falled  confidant Yo Pﬂamhlu'ﬂrﬂuﬂ:]ntyw comes next does not 1t his narrative, few off io
Putm aunte R 11 Tha ‘meet Toesnbikble. EIade oF HReku i meoecal ficia by thk reapact Aver T yoara bt | hat mm'-"ﬁk 5 ol Fsira o B i o & tohedaiad viet: Eiots oF ths

history enmiled 8 monumental loss — It is not clear whether the present embarrass- There is reason, o submar
upwards of a million, by sume accounts — but  ment will suffice as 8 e paint, o resunt the Nato encircloment of Russia,  What might come next in this sordid conflict
the Battle of Kursk is mainly remembered ss a The Ulonindan has sald that the sue which has been ing for decades, but that  remains to be seen. But anyome who expects
€ curse or xurs turming point when, fllwing  bard won tri. - cusultack on Ruseien soi was ntanced a1 hardly Jusifon th doctsion t vade Ul Tutin 1o come fo his senses in the face of fervito-
umplhy i the Battle of Stalingrad, the Soviet Red  negotiating tactic — presumably 1o persuade 1ot the coveted territory 4 Is lving In & fool's

Army turned the tide apainst the Nazi invaders,  Putin that the border 1 vulnerable in both direc-  never o have separated .

Less than two years later, it was at the gates of nnnmnhhlnuwmmlmnqluﬁndmnh ‘motherland’,

Berlin, of Ukraine s part of any pesce de Withaut delving into history, suffies &t to say — By arvangement with Dawn




Only UPSides to This
Prudent Workaround

Makes defined benefit pensions easier to sustain

Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) has managed to retain
both the defined contribution and defined benefit com-
ponents, Which makes it a fiscally prudent workaround.
Gol's penshon llabilities will be limited to matching cont-
ributionsasemployess pay asthey go, This addresses the
fundamental weaknessof old pensionscheme(OPS) that
transferred Gol's pensgion liabilities on future genera-
tions of taxpayvers. The assurance of index-linked pen-
ston is provided by Gol underwriting the market risk
that government employees baulked at under the Natio-
nal Pension Syatem (NP8} This hvbrid model effectively
miakes existing emplovees save for their pensions while
transferring the market risk to the next generation, In
this, UPS is spreading the pain across generations, and
should be easier to sustain,

T be: faly, NIPS did not get an oppor-
tunity todemaonstrate its effectiveness,
It was rolled back before the first gene-
ration of gov emplovees could harvest
the gains of a market-linked defined
contribution pension, This model has
had a falrly successful run in other co-
untriesand there isnoreason toexpect
it will notdeliverin India with anoutlier stock market per-
formance The changing pattern of houschold savings in
favourof equity suggests the govmay not be takinganun-
due risk in underwriting a defined benefit penston. It has
seen wisdom inallowing the defined contribution scheme
o continue alongside the defined benefit version, NPS eo-
uld yet deliver on its promise to a larger population that
does not have access (o government pension.

Gol has also addressed the sustainability of state go-
vernment pension labilities by imposing matching fiscal
constraints on states choosing to go for defined benefits,
Prospects of state pension liabilities balling are low
if theyare made o pay instepwith thelr employees. Flseal
disclosure may nesd to be tightened to ensure govern-
ments, both at the Centre and states, indeed, pay as they go,

i
Tur Iuwnm Tiaes

Better Be Prepared
Against the Pox

Hospitals across the conntry have upped their preparedness
to handle suspected cases of mpox, This ks after WHO clnssifi-
ed the outbreak of the infectious viral disease in Africa asa
pushlic health smergeney of international concern last wisek.
A suspected case of mpox was admitted at Albms lnst week,
Globally there have been three outbreaks so far: The frst i
mainly in the west and north of the Democratic Republic of
Congo{DRC), where mpox has been endemic for miore than a
decade, The secomdd, anew branch of the virus, is incountries
neighbouring DREC and bevond, including Burundi, Kenya,
Rawandaaid Uganda, The third is the strain that will spread to
Europe and besond in 2024,

WHO's Europe reglonal director Hans
Kluge, however, told reporters last week
that mpox is ‘not the new Covid® and that
“together wie could — and must — tackhe
mpox”, Yet, outbreaks spotlight worrying
y trends — the continued neglect of Africa

ﬂ and fatlure to act ina manner commens-
rateto the donger of repeated sutbreaks

of zponoticdisesses. If adequate suppliesof the mpox vaccine
had been del vered to DRC, where the disease is endeandc, the
outbreak could hive been contained, Africa has been left be-
hind n terms of vaceines and ewes, This neglect is unaecep:
table, espectally at a time when faith in multilateralism bs wa:
ningamd threat of globkal fragmentation s high. 1t's imperati-

vefor all countries, particulardy those with large and growing
populations, to implement measures that reduce the risk of
zoonotic outbreaks,

As the world's phar macy'. India can tackle the pharma chol
lenges, However, i a biodiversity hotspot with o vast popula:
tion and growing econcny; ndinmust safeguard s nataral re-
sourees to prevent thespread orouthreak of zoonotic diseases.

InAustralia’s Northern Territory,
there's a scaly electoral showdown

Crocodﬂe Rock, A
Poll Issue With Bite

Whenitcomestoelections, India wing the ‘most interesting
democracy’ sward hands down. But hold on to your aku:
bras, folks, Australia's stepping up bo the plate with sonie
top-notch competition, Last week, during the elections in
NorthernTerritory (NT), the landaf Crococdile Dundes, the
Dig-ticket issue wasn't roth, kapeda aur beer, but the very fil
miissueol theright tokeep apet croe, the Harley-Davidson
of pets, N'T's one of the last places where you can still have
these sealy mates, While the Eabour Party gave the thumbs
down to this reptilian ride, the Country Liberal Party was
all in, cheering for the ‘eroe-keeping rocks! lifestyle.

Many of the captive crocs in NT are aither raised from
hatehlings, or rehomed from farms and wild troublemn.
fors. One of the owners said he wanted to give these mis-
understond reptiles a place to Just live thelr Hives out —
happy, well-fed, and not worrying about getting shot at'.
Well-fact? Hope not Raja Bhaiya alea. Raghuraj Pratap
Singh-style? Legend goes that the MLA from Kunda, UE,
el T o hilks port evocodiles. Bul in NTit'sa bit bessdrama-
the. Allt witnit s for thesand
animal activists tounderstand that while onecan't ‘spend
many mights... watching TV, snuggling with your 4% m
crocodile’, there’s *still that emotional attachment”, With
its impressive jawline.
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Affirmative action's impact on jobs has been limited, a fact lateral entry was making public

In Through the Out Door

N o ywar typical neoliberal

clasatooan economist, ‘closed

hops” — no lateral recruit

are neflieient, If fot-

b e placesd on the abiEliy

o hire peoph, then theme is mn i
tableedliclency loss.

Tt palicy coonamics does betiee It
rocognises several situations whon
this is not troe. Asset specificity
which happens when
those in somne jobs ac-
quikre skills and oo
petencies that others 8
iy Tk Nt — I one.
This ks why thirarmed
forces, jucickary and
eivil service are aflen
cloged shiops.

Equally @ elosd
shop may hir exter.
nally 1o acquire aset
specificities that
seworkingwithinthe
choserd shap may not
e, Tt s for this rea-
sonm that schentists,
evofcmists pd lnwy-
ers are rocriited k-
rally 1o mld-level mad SETILAF povern-

The forces that determine
sockal balance of power
are not conducive to
workaday political power
being exércised to
annihilate caste

" into Inelin's Bargely chosed shop o
vil gervice drow on the expertiseon.
hancement angument. When [ was a
mwmiber of the §th Pay Conmission,
Iots of private sectar chaps would wri-
te e e dpressaienaabily becuise | wasn
Il entrant, sdvocating lternlent-
o Ehesa grounds.

The reeont backlash agiinst the ve
ry limited lateral entry Iy
Gol — ndd the polnied veferences o
the Tatoral” ety of Sebi chairperson
Maihabi Purd Buch — skmal discony:
ot with Enteral entry arguments The
second discambort can be undorsiood
easily: Purl Bach did not deschoss her
relationship with parties that her or
wmndsation regudnted and, ferther, alle-

wedly parod with
some of these orwmtsurwm N [AS
olficer worth: hee or his salt would
comit such an egne
giously  transparent
error Andshe, thenelo:
, defmulted onan [AS
closedshop mbe do
rlm et foursd ot for

1 rnsressions.

The first backiash is
mare interesting. 11 is
alleged that lnteralent-
£y 18 bodng used to .
[oEs. enste  TESArVE-
thomes I publie service.
Primu ficie, this is o
powerful  arpument
However, il remains
purety procedural be-
catge the outoones of
castobosn] e
o by hard the least impact af joint

ment pasitions, Whe
servicerequines political skiflsormi-
litary expertise, external candidates
possessing these skills am hired as
diplomats.

Hath types of nsset specilicities
improve the effickncy of govern-
ment and provide better value for
mmoawy, compared fo o mn o
shop. In countries like Britain, and in
the Workl Bank nd IME lf||3 I\:\am
sultted in a compromise — g closed
shop with an internal merket for

servtary
teral entry is bekng effocted,

T st s, look at e comgusition
of the senlor ¢lvil service, 5% of &
eretaries and addi tionil secretaries to
ol arvupper cate. The Cabijne socre
tary principal secrotary to Py, CJ1, ar-
my chief, novy chief and forelan secre-
tary were adl brabimdn, Despibe resorv
tions for entry inte the civil service.

‘Workkng an angle that won't work

thve action has made no differeies o
the caste composition of the higher
echelons of Indkan soclety Caste has

e activities in Indis. Just as we
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Biz Lessons
From Krishn

JRYAROW

Eristuesbife s an nsplation o
s, His creativity in find ing solu-
thons o problems, thedynumism
el et i for lifie, theoliect
ivity and clarity of thowghtare
Tessores we canabl emulate,
Hevws theopltoms of objectivi-
y —dispassiomabe passion, dis-
interested interest. Hegave his
all toevery notion, yet, was total-
13 Iindepersdent of tsoutomme,

oot need oo bebel thart pest-
ri.wh_l,' and diserimination

very delinitely it
the Am sense by following :h:-
principle of

0 b it njr )
m hywummvmuncerﬂ‘m VORI

In peditical economy terms, this me
wonks chearly (ot sockal barriers do-
uimente atEmls (o remidy caste dis
criminndion threugh affirmative ac-
ek At the erudess level, thisopesates.
thrmaugh heredity smd nopatism, Indi
'8 Nepotism story, whether in poli

s sk by ublgui-
ysuccesabon. 1 thenfol-

reservati
Ihave had the
lzast impact at
Joint secretary
lewel and &
where the
lateral entry is
being effected

woutkl conginue in thess professions.

thisis kely toe Foresee
kil uatisre, The medbn, entertainasnt
imdustry and entreprersurs ae all as

L with the prin-
ciple ‘of senior y e in faour of
competitive internal recruitment,

Arguments in favour of “laterl ent-

iy upget coste s e

pubstic service,
Ba, desplie extensive cdueational
and lowerdvel reservartions, aflirma.

Bt thiuper clvil
service appointments indicates that
this i merely o velnforeing fetoy, ot
the dominmt canso,

W, therefore. don'| need acistecen-
525 10 be tald tht upper-ciste nep-
tisam i i newoss nll Bighestatus, high-

ﬂ'he]nne 01' Indmn prodissionals and

Iisbessr
I th Is-lm'urn-cl then what areall the
peliticians on abour™ And why is the
Opposithon aecusing tye govermanen
of caste discrimination, and the m-
vermmetit withdrawing te iateralor
13 Jab opernings ity “social justioe®
i i

Bhaloer quoted thislos:
ﬂ\'.ll]l““‘l‘mmall[ﬂu\ focus
afthe present action, Donol
clvwedl o e ressalt that ks beyond
VO Contind

Krishn reintrodueed the anc
ot Verlle concept ol yajna that
conparate ria wostkd do wel o
Imytyibe. When you work innspl-
it of yajna, servioeand sacvifes
Fioern Frigghver e, yonsaum bliss
e with immense prosperity The
law s glhve your gadn, grab you

¥ simply thedfor
1w sockal balance ol power are ot con-
v o workcdiy political power be
ing exercised 1o annihi caste.
There & no market fo ssich an-
nihilation, But there i a oo
lot fior am esscape vabve — i nr
tinaed share of entry-Jeved jobs
that provide security and o reli
able existence (but deawnst:
rabily not diffised upward mo-
bility) tis those formunste sho-
Lgrh 10 b A,
Thiere was nrealdangor that
iho laternl endry limees woukd

Tose, Ty I b= the
tackers who are unhappy And gi-
VTS GIOW N0 Iowisring person.
alities. When theemployeesof a
T affer their talent for the
success ol the organisation, th
commpeny makes nlnd-boggling
profits thatare then shired with
emplovees, shureholders and st
aleholders. Everyone berwedirs.
Nt s imypoartant tofeel o with
vour callengues. Then they po
yond the ealdl af duty amedecintrd-
Buate to your cause Thesymergis-
theefliact of topeiheress produ-

Tirty secret an jssue
foer publle debsate ard protest. But just
a8 with vislenes agninst womsen, e
estahlishment quickly worked to both
present the issue as & caricature and
themtodefiiss it by annihilating the
ricagure, 1304 its undeslying canses.

The ardier {x former mem ber, EAC-PA

Some Concessions Goa Long Way

Dhanendra Kumar
L

The .5 bn megn-mergee betwoen Re-
lmnm]nduﬂn{w-e.lilf L), \"l.wnﬂ.s.'lml

eclged Plesse 2 bvestigation.

In response to OCTs concorns, th
parties huve reportedly offesed tosell
fewer than W regional TV channels,
Tt have refiusec todivest thelrcricket
Deoschonsting riglits Th|~!| ATELIE:
hese rights expiring
can't besold without Itl: CClaa
Thus, the fmbrogdio.

Toresalve this, the parties could con -
shibera range of possilde remdies that
mchulr’

Star India, & chaldiary
af thie Walki Disney [ Sy is ki
inga eritical nod from Compatition
Comnissionof IndkacCCT. This mer-
g paised b erente Indiz's lnrgesten-
tertainment conglomerate, wns filed
With OCT i Mag 1F 18 goes through, it
will transform Star India imto n.JV oo
evnesd by RIL. Visecmilaned Disey

Unsuprisingly the chiad is under
wigorows CCEreview — for potentind
issuesal monogoly 0 broadenstbeg,
particulariy of ericket. where the mer-
ety would control major broad-
emstingrights, including [PLand BCCI
muntches. The proposed meryer would
alsncrestea dominant player in the
digital stronming market, combining
Disney + Hotstar and JioClnerna s vast
e b of S5mn,

OC] isalsoconcerned about the poten-
tial influence over TV and digital ad-
wertising rates, gihvin the mergedenti-
t high-dermand periods

- wches I (e paties Bl
lru.umfl'j IZ'C[ ltmuldluunrlnliﬂl

e Salling birved streaming rig
Iuts fo el oricket ournaments.
I+ Capping acl rotes during ricket
matehes fora defined period.

® Liconsing highvnlun crickes con
tend tocompetitons on a non-eociusive.
Iisis,

inrela-

Hrishn's timely ulHu\hL‘Il!Ed

ratwar It is nat .
political clout ar mllllm'; o
s that wins battles — it isclard:
v of thought. The combdnation
ol astrang Inteliect amt high val-
A ks youd b imcibe

KB LG

b ihastesaleaplod Sctaal Bourrée in ¥ minor

nels in EEA. oo M
Finnlly CCIs hinthe RIL- Johann Scb

sy cansar iy mkso-dreny st ar- “Boaurniée in E minor’, a move

albols from its scrutiny of the now-
fermibnated Zee-Sony mengen Thers,
initial eoneernsabout market con-
centration in Hindilangunge TV
churmela and reuced bargadndng
power for pdvertisers, led to the vl
iy divestrment ol threeclanneds,
in Phase | clearance. The

RIL-A¥sney merger coull also hinge
it wllinyness of porties 1o make
suitable concessions to address CCF's
CONCErTS.

r‘\ilh!ssw;u it's imperative for the

Coneast s stake in Hulu 1

I+ Divesting cverlapg
ted maarkers.

® Committingfogmubor transparen
ey in pricing content svailabilics nnd
controct terms with st s o
eontent distributors,

St riobal precedients offure beip
Tits. The Conmenest NBC nwrger in the
15 saw nseriesof comditions imposed
o presend marked doa nanee., Com.
a5 acquisitionof a f1% stake in
NBC Universal for $E101 o made the
combned entity the lansest medin
company in that country, with a rev-
enueaf abeit 551, Conditions impoe-
o inclided prograrmme pocess riles
toensurecompetitors coulkl =il ac-
s valualle comben L, Conumitments
tonet neatrality, and divestinme ol

e e e i CCIwith o
I ficatinns based on thelrown merkot
Prraliel e from the = aimed ol
EU's Disniy-F hich in rela While Ol e
thon tothe whaolesale supplyof TV cle  itsown conditions —oreven block the

aninds, the Enropean Commbssion
(ECHound that the proposed fransac
thoe v b e ek Lo bntesd eomapent-
thom bistween twostrong stippliers of
“fnctun charmwels' — channels that pro-
i rwews and] evrrent aftakes, docu-
mwntary amd reality TV eontent
Tomitigate EC's concerns, Dismey
committed to divest it interest inall
factund channeds it controls in the Eo-
ropesn Ecomomic Aren (EEA) - His-
fory Chinnel, H2, Crime & Investign-
o, Bage, and Lifetiome. The commit-

wrger due to complies monapolistic
comer s — it Has historically monver

Riloeshicd pelisaal. 1 s dempoesed e}
eotinns inonly 26% of the cases it hns.
reviewed.

I, howsver themesger B blockd, the
partiescould ppeal o MCLAT, and

lnter tothe Supreme Court. Howeves,
the Supremi Cotirt hies passod final

orders in only two combination cases:
il itater 5o, s ikl that the parties

et from his Lute Site n
b, 15 masterfied blend of
leginon i complexity This
plece, orfizinally composad

Bt Ehate bt Db 1708 il
1717, has bocomea staple in fhe
npurmlmm‘ Wesiterrn chassd.

'I'|re|:euu|ynﬂ' Bourpds —
Bormie bedng s type of donce
that oeigtnnted in Framce with
aquick 22 24 or 0 meter and
nup
heat—

Ik in |l‘¥

triead
Eeach i Mially invterisoess the
bassand melody lines, creat-
fnza disdogae between the tan
tht is both haurmondouws and
Independent. Thisdouble
hedlx; of notos ks particularty
evident in the way the bass
Heweallenantheipates op echio-

offer it e
and seck CCTsnod.

maerats Y remnoved the ove
ween Disney's and 'H'ms'n'll\l:ltsm

Thae it b furvrver cftiedrmean, OO
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Now, Get on the Job of JobsData

Madhavan Narayanan
[CaceEaintil e d o R R ol |
It iz beeoming clear that the delate over

econoimle growthand job creation in
Inelia is xiullm'ﬁcull. Rtcoinis QI

4 "

Ad\'anmm!\ssmn.

Resurgent Rsjasthy

il theat grves we
might hivae to g,
» AR50 or investment by Singapo-

Andhra Pradish are best viewed 15
networking phitoopporiunities. The
et lmplemmentation of’ projects ba.
sod on Molls are impossible to track.
‘There should be something callod e
Aol o monamend mdin

re'slith battery suppler Sembr
ol |:u|11|omhukwi| isexgpectsd to
eveate 114 jobs, wl  {rwould

et the drift: grovh, incomuesand ok
howe n fur less linear relotionsh ip than
ever before since the first Industrl

n:.’“’"llllon

isheTser nm:mu 1ok
I Motherson Edsctronics will invest
FLACr o spuras many jobs,

I s,

hew e they addnssing

Macrothumb rubes and imvestment
nregzathon donot adequetely reveal
theenvironamontal inymet an

Iteon betricky toannd

» AnLTTer investment by Milky: Mist
T 102 s, with

U
img hisgh growth creates jobs for milll
ons.and ot theother extreme, boasts
ek cladmsthot SMESs gencrate

!mm‘ r

el tecture o the misic.
The plecealsodemanstrates
Bach's griniis o create  sen-
soof Iovement il prognes-
slon, Despite it relatively she
ortlength, the Bourrie akes
lh»lisluh-nnnjohrrw‘.\ thro.
L 15

ench b ildling on |]|e laest. Thes
wusar of syncogathon anl rhy
thmicvariation addstothis
sersoof thesmng-gade.

Sloshing Pension
lnduoes Inflation?

atlip between distry growthand  aneven better ratio ;e port, “Uni
Jobereation becatse thereamsher l'lue'ntusdn'slunlﬂx.antInll'ymlﬂu ||n\'lnfr|lrm\wk [1Muscwnﬂ' {qu.d \Qdmnelﬁm\m
nwhich inves uiu?dl- nuxl-e 1 v . Thi d Al may rofits{Aug 259, it is

ch g effoct  tools tudo this. That ia silver lining. intevesting to note that thecen.
|m|:0rlmmernr mdusmn!mwth de luzlcl» which the des mmldl:mamll.'g Domning the logoof the PM Gatl trsal gvernment employees will
eSO fnter wiherjohsespeck  Shaktl prograsmme to boost multimo. et aminkmum penson of at ke

jobs. But such truk ly s i
Miasuring jobs whih contentious

s, such s PFacosuntsand NSS,

se'.'nmumlmmmmm]m‘.i.whll.o

wst, Butdo poli how to
d]l‘!l':'u!' Imvestinents and neentives
e firumse policies with o langer pers
pective? Il aeﬂp.ﬁa:l hoc, bathat the

elynamicas it needs to be in anemer:
ging conted of multiple obiectives
andaisruptive tochnologies.

1t was inferesting toseo Tumil Nadu's
recent 15 investment apjrovals worth
B eranddataon the axpectod job
ereation fromeach project, The massi-
s vergeno bedween tae bwo reveals
avavming variance in labour inten
=iy This has implicstions for pollcy-
makers and flscall targets.

Governments indicating themim-
e of jobsexpectid fromaproject isa
WHDIH el it iseven batter when
proposads sterm from cabinet appovaks
s b thercaseof Tl
thain vague propoanks

theanmual in-

Trmil Nodu hasmude nsmnll begin

vestmient, il

ally in SMEz, Thare ks also the partner
logle, under whtlch verslors s servi-
eeproviders asociated with theemp-

dad infrastructire, Gol's'
meent Grid’ gives a state-wise listing ol

“HMlHﬂlul* s secions. How

Teyer entities ores ¥ jabs.
India's IT/BPOsector & nmta:ﬁ AT
el i peopibi, Nassoon s says ot
A jobeare mdirectly gonoratid by each
lirect position in the ilustry

The plunned Sembeorp project isan
Indieationof Bew new RE projects

5 book if they

hada Tomil. M- 1y ke disclostire on

e b e crmantod, and how

would they miasureugin termsof

cilmunte obijectfves?

Given thot weare ln'lnulunlimmul-
i

510,000 per imonth, on super
asumsation, afber o minlmeim of
Hiyenrsof service, and s of
el Last-clrsven pay IF they cong-
plote 25 yoarsof seTvice before
vt lreamient. Gol appees to b
lowiwsaegying iis o ~1s1ns‘.mﬂ
Encrensing the money sy
evenyas the R h'ﬁhmuthImu

iy bee porficd for Limarte
change but maybe the oppoasite for Joh

cxvation, The Milk:

nial ety ad straegi

its rur\l arientationand high k'lx!ur

¢ bera study
bmllbnmus.rmpln,\mrmuxln-gl
onul diversifieation
Al'sasrival ks 2

ey policy fiorqui-
te some time now: Infiact, it has
malntnined the st quo on the
repomte 01 6.5% for more than
e Will not e aforesadd Gal
fiscal policy trigger infiation in
h Mt 1 T s

{mmn.wr!i. " j!)hl"
Jobs are to be taken seriously, we need

it
od thnt the persbon scheme will

I'\'alilmclllumumhoiuuuwﬁlmﬂ
camployment in software, whichmay
shnke with it Nissoom's 4 I'm 11I!S|[

inindirect jobs.

o eridin
mated investment grids, aswell as daty
onether ESGobjectives. nany case.
emiployment statistics nesd nreset o
be coneidmred n ‘hinn

fcs, 300
peinting andother I'urnmd'a:uplluﬂ

Ty ciaka voyearism,

bhudgesary
allocatioass and the fature pegw:
rathon will not bebardenmd?
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Funding retiral benefits

New Unified Pension Scheme for govt staff looks viable
for now, but guarantee naturally involves uncertain costs

HE REINTRODUCTION OF guaranteed pension by the Centre

for its staff while retaining the concept of having a “funded"

scheme for the purpose may serve to prevent awholesale rever-

sion to the fiscally extravagant, non-contrik maodel, by
itselfand tt ts Ttwill also placate the government staff
and help the rulms di ispensation not to lose political ground on the sen-
sitive issue Around nine million have joined the Union and state govern-
metts since the unfunded old pension scheme (OPS) was replaced with
the contributory new pension system (NPS) for new recruitsin 2004,
Essentially, Saturday’s Cabinet decision involves the government bridg-
ing an (estimated) gap between the cost of a specified guaranteed pen-
sioninreal terms, and the returns to be generated by the relevant corpus,
It may not necEssar[ly tesult in h:gh.cr empiuymenl cost to the govern-
ment (taxpayers),as the instant i ion (pension)
could be offset by reining in the rise in uvznl.l.ocmpensation including
salary and other emoluments, over the coming years, The Pay Commis-
sionswill have a decisive role ln this. That said, a guarantee is aguarantee,
and by definition open-ended, with its potential cost uncertain,

While the benefits under the new Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) are
comparable to the OPS, details suchas whether the UPSwill also provide
for the recurring benefit to rise, upon the pensioner living longer, or
whether and how much of the balance corpus, if any, would finally be
returned, are yet not known. Nevertheless, the committee, headed by for-
mer finance secretary TV 5 han, which formulated the new
seheme, has done well to define how it will be funded, thereby coalescing
the guarantee with the key NPS feature of defined contribution. This
‘might help mitigate the additional burden on the taxpayers. On the other
hand, a pure OFS model for all government staff, according to a recent
Reserve Bank of India staff analysis, would have raised the pension bud-
get byaconsiderable 0.99% of GDPannually by early 20605, with OPS fis-
cal cost seen to be 4.5 times that of NPS,

The clamour among government staff for guaranteed pension has
already led five states to reintroduce OFS. Basides, a sixth one, Andhra
Pradesh, enacted a law for a UPS-like scheme in 2023, However, the last
two decades of experience with NPS do not justify these concerns, with
thescheme's corpus yield ing average annual returns of around 10%, and
the equity exposure only helping to boost the income. Of course, the val-
ues of assets supporting retirement systems have declined insome DECD
countries in recent years, but such fears are indeed rated for a fast-
growing economy like India (NPS assets rose to 212,42 trillion in FY24,
and is seen to jump by aquarterin FY25).

All these, however, don't seem to suffice to counterbalance the psy-
chological comfort ofa pension that isn't vulnerable to the vagaries of
market forces.And the government too now calls this“a logical require-
ment”. The fact is government employees are barely 5% of the coun-
try's workforce, and the vast majority of the rest are bereftof evena
modicum of social security, both during employment and afterwards.
Straining public finances fora section of the population would inpose
constraints on the government's ability to extend succour to the rest
wia schemes like Atal Pension Yojana for the informal sector, and devel-
opment expenditure,

The global central bank
is alive and well

HE CURRENT [INVEST-

MENT landzcape in Indla ks

daslgned to cater to varlous

categories of lnvestors,

Fetall Investors l}g)l:aily
have access to mutual fund [MF)}
achemes with a low entry polnt, while
hlgh net-worth individuals (HNIs) and
institutional investors can opt for pnn
il services
mlnlmu:nhbesmmoftsolakh and
altarnative investment funds (AIFs) with
a minimum [ovestment value of €1
crore. However, there lea notable gap for
retail investors whio wish to invest, say,
€20 lakh in diract equity and who want
totake a much higherelsk,

To address this issue, the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
lasued a consultation paper dated July
L6, proposing a new asset class that will
purmit assat

«a

© DIVERSIFYING THE MARKET
SEBI'S PROPOSED SEMI-ALTERNATE ASSET CLASS AIMS TO BRIDGE GAP BETWEEN MFs AND PMS

Salt over spice for investors

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing partner, Finseo Law Advisars
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Today when India is striving to become

products, Sebl has proposed two routes
af ellgibility eriterla, Existing MFs would
be required to demonstrate a strong
track record by being in for at

launched by an AMC unless specified by
Sebl and approved by the trustees, sub-
|ect o final oheervations on the offar
d bl Likiine

least three years with average assets
under management (AUNM}) of T10,000
crore over the preceding three years,and
no regulatory actions during that thme.
For newly-reglstered MEs or existing
ones that are unable to show a strong
track record, an experkenced fund man-

agera.ud chleflnwzmnm: officer with

Sebi has pmpn'sed a minimum
Investment amount of €10 lakh per
Lnvestar, acioss one of more strategles
under the salt-y assets offered by an
AMC This threshold, in Sebi's view, will
deter retall lvestors from Investing n
this product, whileattracting thosewith
funds between £10 lakh and €50 lakh,
who are being drawn to

(AMCs) to offer new sets of Investment
products, including In derivatives or
derivative strategles, to | ndian investors,
The proposed seml-alternate asset {salt
asset)class is almed at brldging thisgap
betwesn MFsand FMS and envisaged to
provide Investors with a regulated
Investment product with higher rigk-
taking capabllities.

Without a favourable regulatory
architecture, retall investors are Increas-
ingly prone to fall for unauthorised
investment products, which often
promise unrealistically high retumnaand
m(rlnlt-:pectatlumofhettww.lds The

1t asset, with a return risk profile post-
tloned between MFs and PMS, is
intended to provide investors with a
secure and regulated option, This new
classwould serveas acustomised bnvest -
ment product offering greater flaxibil-
ity, higher risk-taking capability, and a

ble experience,

and no regulatory actions i unreglstered s
agalnst ﬂfe spnn!nr,’.qu_' S.?:may als? prwelgd.erg and thase who
In the East three years are : * g3 commit to
required. an alt new  anAlF, €1 crore
Since  the  prodwces category ofa per investment.
offered under the salt asser rlgmmd It has also been pro-
d:!gwﬂlhemhﬂvnﬁzﬂslﬂur . posed that all investments
han thesch 1y ir Y parmissille to MFs under
teaditional MFs, there isa provide a flexible  the current regulatory
d I cleard inv opﬁm framework will also be
inction b thebrand- available for the salt asset.
Ing of products. To achieve Additionally, it will be per-
this, Sebi has proposed that the zalt asset mitted totake exposure in derivatives for
be branded and advertised asa product n‘hsr!han hied, d portfio-

istinct from the traditienal MF This, in
ks vhevy, wiill

developed, our women power is once
again coming forward

offers newavenues for an emerging cat-
egory of lnvestors who are likely to be
drawn towards unauthorlsed schemes
while seeking fexibilityin portfolio con-
struction, The initlative alse paves the
way for adopting thematic investment
strategles like electric vehicles, water
recycling, and
cenergy. The salt asget Ls likely to attract
both the mass affluent and HNI

In emerging sectors,

A salt asset, coupled with the conve-
nience provided by regulated MF plat-
forms, will not only facilitate ease of
Inwestment butalso promote the concept
of domestic MF participation in sophistl-
cated investrnent strategles, including ln
long-short equity and inverse exchange-
traded fund. That sald, Sebl isencouraged
to not restrict the pmpoged product to
onlyAMCs. 1t should
other reglstered Intermediarbes to offer
products undert hesaltasset aswell Alter-
natively, it may consbder creating an alto-
gether new category of reglstered inter-
mediary to provide this investment
option,whichcould be regulated bryasep-
aratesetof ules.

Sebi's Introduction of salt assets
reflects its commitment to foster lnnova-
tion and growth in India's financlal mar-
Inels while weaning investors off spleler

ted products. While the success
of this Initiative remains to be seen, it
pramises o create a dynamic and inclu-
sive financtal market. This will offer

hwe«tmnu]mm:mul!l s be gl

jpote
I the perfi e plans, lndudlng
does not negatively impac fich wit wfer, fi
af retall ivvestoes in traditional Mis. strategies, though at no point the total
Under the propesal, AMCs can offer Imvested amount should fall below £10

“Investment strategles” with flexible
redemption frequencles tailored o the

lakh for reasons other than depletlon in
the value of investments.

Sebi's proposal s a significant step
towards democratising the securlties
market. With the proliferation of *fln-
fhwncmg and the consequent rise in

lon, th dsaltasset

ted needs of Indian investors and con-
tributing to a more robust and resilbent
financlal ecosystem. Like mini-real estate
Inwestmient trusts introduced by Sebl this
move will bring in players and investors
outsle ins of the securlt

ket intaa formal, m ted sphareof pre-
dictabilityand regulatory comfort.

Co-authored with Naymecta
Sl fate, Finsec Law Advisors

hilgher tickot skze. nature of Investments, allowing invest-
Sebl has proposed fo: thhmopmate ment Managers [ manage

underthe MF wiithout i

prudamla] MO, ‘l‘o enable existing Investars, Importantly, no investment

and MFs/AMCstooffer | strategyunder thesalt asset

UPS: Areturn to old pension policies?

The Unified Pension Scheme introduced by the

KULIN PATEL

B, partner at KA Fandit Consultants and Actuaries

central government is still a defined benefit
scheme where the true cost is unknown

THE CA!IMET BRIEFING on Saturday,
i

AH‘ER\‘EARSOmeonpu:pmeandsmmd | bankers are
inthe path of inter-
o5t rates, a line often elmuraged hyofﬂclah themselves, s unfmumu.- and :ln:lluz
anu g theme, The o yearwill be defined by

g the Unifled Fension
&dmme(UPSJ.lmrksnglgnlflcamnubu
stone for the government. The
announcement is set to positively

fixed cost. This d]gﬂncnun Is cruckal

exlsting au:umulaud fund {projected

because, durl

several mentions of UPS belng fully
funded, .'\Ithnughcnntrllumunswl][be
made, fund dde,ar

with me present value of the projected

details before drawing any firm con-
clusions. For example:
B s there a difference between the

b, 1ons for each individ
{peojected total obligation).

L budneted fioe, tl\hshnuldn"t create the

‘The anty thing upfalmm depthof rate cuts — and how th AII.‘fI'J.l'I‘Bd impact milllons of central govemment
Like mast dl Pl and ly many more urrent conteibuth
Usally, th fi ;.uenmlleﬂlalrﬁemme['awelllg state government empl If states can he prea fits in the
il iy ted to tri monrh o fleshouthist an decide to adopt the UPS framewnork. long term. The ultimate cost of any
address at fJackson Hole on Friday, a fewaut dready 1t reced- As an actuary, the brlefing evoked a defined benefit scheme ls unlmovwn today.

Ing inflacion. The European Central Bank, the Bank of England, and the Hegerve Bank

of New Zealand acted recently; China has been sporadically easing — (n thny Incre-
ments — forawhile.

But i modest ol hat

hasises the danger of inflation. Expect the commentary to be more balanced

lets price- focused once the Fed |oins n. Monetary chiefs a:ealway:asked ahaut

mix of eratlons In me. | was pleased to
hear the minlsters acknowledge that
actuarial projections were conducted
during the review pracess and will con-
tinue to be requeired. In India, the actuar-
in.l ploﬂegslcm la qu:te nl.u'_he. withonly a

This uneertainty steme from
unknown factors such as Investment
returns, mortality rates, changes in
Longuvlty future Inflation, and salary

These two measurescanyleldvery dif-
ferent conclusions. Under the second
method the statement about “not bur-
dening future generations"would hold
true if the present value of future contri-
Butlons, based on the 28.5%: total contri-

d the salary definl-
tlon used for pension caleulations, aside
feom the 12-month average provision?
B Are there changes to the dearness
refiefindexation method compared tothe
O Pensdon Scheme (OPS)? For Instance,
could it be adjusted to aslmple inflatlon.
based cost of living adfustment like In

bution mie, posii
evenwhen accounting for future uncex
talntles and risks.

fhe ed And th routinaly

al and

t

Intheirown nations, What's often unsaid is that ijywnd not tostray very far from

the Mother Ship and that the global themes they're

addleml\gam glml.lar Just beam«u cut;amn‘t hap—
di

‘tmiean th
sequemwlnf‘- h
with long lags?
Part of thepar e that the last maj

cycles have been spuresd by emergencies, which
prompted rapld responses across markets; the 2007-
2009 subprime meltdown and the onset of the pan-
demle. The latter stimulos was unwound from late
2021, first slowly and then aggressively. Could we have

DANIEL
MOSS

Hloomberg ﬁxrﬁmn what normal ks?
stic factors do mateer, but the tmm!s that
hape decisk border Jkathome will

bit lmm than !nlfthenmldpamd mtg, rPMDrE.m Lh.ue& Co. ewcmmlstg aa.ld Ina
notelastmonth.T i arly 2022
tomid-2033, and wdl:omeduwnhyl!ﬂbaalspmnﬁtllmugh the end of next
“Ifourforecast ls rlg:hl.ihﬁ comingyearwill dellver the most qymhmnlsed s:em)’ma

uts e recesslon, they wrote The firm ak
inetion Y st s
The di i it that
1d outslde acrisks. dinath loak the
1 g of Octabes &, 200, Fed and tha ECE,
slashed I:hell main rates ina rane — aLthal petint, unpmmdenmd }nlm u:llnnnuz
People's Bank of China didn't] lower

Sovercignty ls relative when coflective backs ase to the wall Such actions stick In the
memaryof the cognoscentl; mercifully, they aren’t often reguired,

It's & stretch to say that country X or bank ¥ has been *late™to either ralslng or cut-
ting rates. ¥es, compared with South Kooea or New Zealand, the Fed was tardy in hik-
Ing,hqpnnlngh:hlam 2022, But would Fed scolds want ﬂm&ouhle-dlp recesson

dand and s about to bea tripl Jof Aus-
tralia has been chastised for belng late to hilking mes,hul It ‘was fust two months
behind the Fedand in front of the ECE. It's the trend that's the true frlend,

And while mmll e torwalt for September fnrthe Federal Open Market Com-
milt d, thesignals haveb gl Ayear from now,with
lun'k, fine pndnts ufsequem:llgwlﬂ mather Iess than getting the broad thrust o

Cuts that abstain. Fear nnt,theglnhzlaeﬂtm!

bankizallve a.nd wl!.

., Maltiotra on b

Hof The indian E dane

slouaclnnJLeg.Huwur.mylmhnigatls-
factlon soon gave way to curlosity and a
feeling like wewere golng back to policies
fm:gr\-\tnd.ecade;agva:. ¥ bos
The LIPS is adefined benefit pension
scheme, astark contrast tothe National
Pension Scheme (KPS)A defined bene-
fit scherne guarantees a benefit formula
tobeneflelaries, which ks excellant news
foremployees eligible for UPS as theyare
aawred. 0% of thelr last 12 months’

thiesus- In a paper | co-

:am.abl]]nr and adequac authored and presentad at
of rates iﬁ There may be the Institute of Actuaries
soclal security or pensions some nuanced of India’s global confier-
financing can be mﬁonal details  encein Mumbal in Febru-
approached from two within UPS that ary,we estimated that the
perapactives: idbals rea cost-neutral  standard
Projected cashflow oL Ip uCe  ontribution rtes fornew
measure; This involves  long-term costs,  entrants Into a scheme
comparlng year-on-year l.llmlgll these resembling the old pen-

actuarlally rojected
Inflows and outflows fram

remain unclear

ninn scheme using com-
phie and

the fund. As long as
Lnﬂmemedourﬂm inthat }!.u the

average b asapen-
alon. a\ddmumﬂy there is a family pen-

sbonand dearness rellef. The inclusion of
a Tumgp: and mini 1 are

his per-
sper_tth ls commonly used ln saclal
security flnancing when the number of

far exceeds the number of

positive developments that lkely won't
significantly strain the overall benefit
cost. What sete UPSapart from NPSksthe
inherent uncertainty about theultimate
cost, which now becomes the govermn-
ment's responsibility.

While the employee's fixed contribu-
thon Is 10% of thelr pay and the govern-
ment's contributlon is 18.5%, these are
just contributions towards LIPS, not the

retlrees, Given Indla’s demographics
and the fact that UFS will primarlly
cover employees jolning after Apell 1,
2004, It will be a while before pension
outflows come close to matching con-
tribrution levels.

Present value of actuarially pro-
fected obligations: This approach
Involves comparing the presentvalue of
future projected contributlons plusany

THE EDITOR

Lack of humanity

Apropos of A nation of bystanders"
(FE, Awgust 24), when children ane
drilled with lessons ke “do not.
Interfere with matters that don't
cancern you", you are bound to have a
nation of bystanders. Itis more fikely
that the public would record a
criminal act rather than lift & hand to
belp the victim. The fear of getting
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hurt orinjured may be the reason why
some refuse to interfere. But evenin
case of accidents very few ofus rush
to help. At crowded stations if one
trips and faffs and needs halp in
standing up, most would walk away.
Thig culture ofindifference in urban
India is a sign of our lack of humanity.
Allis well untill we ourselves need a
help hand and there is none to offer it
=Anthony Henrigues, Maharashtra

Bt B me 18 Rl Man-£i €12, Sat & Sun €12) Chaimnan af the Boarc: Viveck Goeria, Editor: Shyamal Majumdar, Editor (eih]

llna nclal n:uumptluns,
wauld be conslderably hlgher than
what is proposed under UPS. Under
standing the caleulations and actuarlal
assumptlons used to assess the long-
term sustalnabllity of the UPS frame-
work is ezsential.As mentioned earlier,
any risk and future costwill ultimately
be borne by the government, although
the establishment of a separate fund ls
asignificant positive step,

‘There may be some nuanced opera-
tlomal details within UPS that could
help reduce long-term costs, thongh
these remain unclear at present. [ look
forward to learning more about these

Dollar's limbo

Apropos of “The dollar’s limba: How
bong can it go?* (FE, August 23), the
continucs fallen indes oo dollar is a
concem for its integrity as a global
reserve cumency. Asian nations accept
rupee for receiving export payment
through vostro acoounts opened in
India. Russia and ran accept rupes
settlernent on oil supply and India

les?

Wil there be changes tolnvestment
allgeation benchmarks, given that the
fovernment is now assuming the risk, as
opposed toemployess undes NPS?

One concern | have ks the potential
Impact on public perception of the KP'S,
which | still believe s an excellent frame-
wark for persion savings. NPS has gained
teaction ln the corporate and private sav-
Ings sectors Inrecent years, and [ hope the
Introduction of UPS for govErnment
o wesniot
lic partlclpmnnm NI

Only timewtll reveal the full iImplica-
thoaes, but, for nosw, it seems weare metum-
Ing ta the defined benefit world, albelt
with potential mitlgations. The positive
aspect is that the government has
acknowledged the Importance of sepa-
rate funding and the need for actuarial
revigws, similar to those alveady per-
formed for the Employees’ Pension
Scheme 199 5 and Atal Penslon Yojana.ne
an actuary [ have many unanswered
guestions about the scheme’s design
detalls and actuarial assumptions that
would have been considered for the
28 5% contribution rate's sustalnability.
[ ook forward te knowing more before
comingtoa firm conclusion,

reciprocates for its export bo the two
nations. When such sgreement gains
pace, more Asian nations will start
accepting rupee and China may try to
bring up yuan as a global reserve
currency. The dallar's limbo will get
agaravated when these factors are
compounded by domestic scenarics.
=R Magarajan, Svakasi
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E-comm has done more
00()(1 than harm

thchindubll ncsslinc.

MONDAY - KUGHST 26, 2004

AABATI KRISHNAN

tarecent event to launcha
sty o e-commerce by the
I'.ﬂllc India Foundation,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goryal launched an
unexpected offensive agalnst the
e-commerce industry,

Latchingon to the re, ‘rn " prediction
that e-commerce would grow at 27 per
cent ayear vo $350 billion by 2030, he
sadd that this was not something to be
proud of, as this could canse Tuge social
disruption' lhmlenlﬁ Billions of small
retailers. He bemaaned the boss of the
street-corner mobile vendor and the
nelghbourhood pharmacist and
eritbqued foreign funded platforms for

Nuclear vision

Smiall-scale commercial reactors, the way forward

he idea of putting up hundreds, if not

thousands, of small-sized nuclear reactors

designed for modular expansion so that they
could be bulk-produced in factories and brought to the
sitesin co rs has been engaging the attention of
energy experts for some years. It is increasingly being
realised that achieving net zero is not possible without
nuclear encrgy.

In India, both government and industry are
keenon small modular reactors (SMEs). The

Centre’s keenness is borne out by
M

Nirmala Sitharaman’s reference to

harat Small Reactors’ (BSR) in her Budget
speech. Meanwhile, :11d11\!n specially steel,
s reported to be exami |I;.l]\|.' nuclear option
for green energy. India has a head start over
other countries in s tors, Ithas been
operating 15 pressuris VY WILCT Fenctors
(PHWR) of 220 MW each, accounting for half
of India’s 6780 MW nuclear power capacity,
and 70 per cent ifone excludes the 2000 MW
of Russia-made Kudankulam plants. About 70
design conceprs o
but none has the proven safety record of
PHWRs. Therefore, it is welcome that the
government is considering me
PHWRs into BSRs — adding *p:
features such as self-cooling and metal lining
on the inner walls of the reactor so that the
“excluston zone” outside the power plant can
be at least halved to halfa kilometre,

Also welcome is the government's
intention to modify the regulatory framework,
bringing amendments to the Atomic Energ
Actand the Civil Nuclear Liability Damage Act
to make way for private participation. As the
advent of BSHs is a turning point in India’s
nuclear energy story, it is essential to think it
through toget it right. Three points are worth
keeping in mind. First, for nuclear power to
aid India’s net zero ambitions, the country
needs both BSRs and large nuclear plants, For
better focus, a separate company for BSRs
would be wise, This company may licence
technology, deal with the private industry and
push exports of BSRs, leaving the Nuclear
Power Corporation of India to pursue larger
nuelear plants,

Second, steps should be taken to achieve
fuel independence. PHWRs throw up more
spent fuel than light water reactors,
Collecting and sequestering it is a massive
undertaking and a proliferation risk.
Fortunately, a new type of fuel, ANE
(Advanced Nuclear Encrgy for B riched Life) )y
developed by an Indian-owned US company,
could provide the solution to the fuel cycle,
AN 1 combination of High Assuy Low
Enriched Uranium { HALEU) and thorium,
bougquet of advantages — lesserand
proliferation risk-free spent fuel, use of
India's abundant thoriu d high burn-up.
The Indo-US civil nuclear deal could be
leveraged for accessing ANEEL. Finally, India
-huulil not lose sight of the other SMIit ha
rgenal — the 300 MW Advanced Heavy
‘Warter Reactor (AHWR), which is
technologically superior to PHWRs but with
notrack record. India should quickly build a
prototype AHWR. The AHWR programme can

co-exist with BSRs,

FROM THE VIEWSROONM,

The dark side of moviedom

—
Anjana PV
very individual deserves the
E {und.lnuﬂulrudllhwmrlc
free

Work 2024 report highlights three
primuary fiears haunting Indian
women: the struggle for their
rights, [ul.'lms]-ctablillv.nml
ywhothat workand

from Ia.1.l| and discrimbnation. Yet,
the Justice Hema Committee
report, rebeased on August 19,
starkly reveals the harrowing
reality faced by women inthe
1:.:|I|E|| clnernn industry,

dunng thelr commutes. Despite
legal protections ke the POSH
Act, thise hearbreaking inclidents
revealagrievous fallune toprovide
the fristice and security womien so
n;u:f-.m.l\-m-ml [

about relentless sexual
harassment, being demied fair

g that inthe 21 st
tmur\- women are still bateling
lurhaslx \.mri'pl.\u. amctities,

oy o

disparities, and lacking cven basic

suich s proper

‘i‘lmgl.mnh neglect isadamaing

facilitics on film sets. The report
painfully expeses that termslike
Sadjustments” and
“gompromises™are thinlyveibed
denands for sexual favours,
wonfirming the widespread and
abhorrent mnurljtlm.u-lm{.
eouch. Withover 15typesof
discriminavion documented, the
report pobits out toa singhe theme:
theinsecurity and danger women
facein thelr workplaces,

The tragle RG Kar mpse and
lmlr\LrumeKullc.lla.ﬂw

of our socictal viilues,
The Keralagovernment'sdecision
toconceal the Hema Committes
repart for four-and-a-half years
only decpens this wound. Now,
withthe truth exposed, it isthe
moral duty of the government,
proshuction howses, and

organisations] ke the Association
of Malayabam Movie Artists,
Women in Cinema Collective, and
the Film Employecs Federationof
Kerala toact decisively to protect
ancduphiold the dignity and safety
(\fmmwmnthemdu-:tn..:‘le.a-:

amplifics th
W csaﬁtylnpwfcs:lmul
settings. Deloirte's Women @

Prabiilhed by Mt L ARANARSA ol Friovted by Pravien Lot 41 0T RArds L1 PGl N L Wy VIRAF, Grb bt sichi D0, it Bl Wadad, LU0 260 DL, s Brhi of THAC PUBL FLNING, PVT, L 1D, Chirnal 400000, [dlter

GM ¢
"

duials, eachof s miist think
hiw one can make aworkplace
saferand more inclusive.

‘predatory pricin
e later clarificd that he wasa't

ugainst e-commerce per se, but anly
wanted fair play.

LATE REALISATION

If the Indian government really believes
that e-commerce i dofng more harm
than good to the cconenmy, it is a bit lave
o be having this epiphany,

It has been over 15 years since big-tox
online revallers such as Flipkart flagged
off their operations and seven years
sinee the Centre allowed 1040 per cent
FD through the automathe route in
e<commerce marketplaces. Since then,
the e-commerce Industry has grown
from pext-to-nothing toa 862 hillion
business in 2023 {Source: Redseer), It
has also spawned a large ecosystem of
ael Ilrrn and support services.

noquestions-asked retum policles.
Online reviews allow the buyer 1o
benefit from the wisdom of the crowd,
Itis not just affluent city folk whoare
empowered byall this, Online platforms
havee put inaccessible products and
brands within the reach of bower-inconte
shoppers in the hinterland too, With
Covid prmldm;,qul'll I!h||n dcdeded 120
i

e ha gote b 1
;hmh:nng g u:mmm': asasunrise
opportuilty, B2C e-commierce alone,
without accounting for airy
services, attracted over $10 billionin
FD1 in the last five years,

Thus far, ¢-commerce has captured
fess than 7 percent of Indias retafl trade
pie. Itislikely to have displaced small
retablers and caused job losses in sebect
segments such as electronics and
lifestyle where it has made big inroads,

But these losses need to be weighed
against the gains to the consumer and
the larger coomomy,

019
and 2022 (votal Hu—.immnllmn‘ of
I'|M e, nearly TV per cent reside outside
{es, Athird earn less than €5
ninum { Bain & Co, December
merce disrupting
segments such as consumer electronics
and pharmaceuticals with bloated
distrilsution marging has meant savings
for consumers.

IMPROVING ACCESS

The e-commerce industry s now
delivering four billion shipments.a year,
The race by the biggies 1o expand
!rrvlrnbh pin-codes has dramatically

i ER
Wartsand all, e-comnserce has done
more for ease of living in India than
pellcymakers through their regullatory
interventions.

India's consumer protection laws
have traditionally been weak and their
enforcement ineffectual. This long
meant that consumers had Hmit
chaodces and little recourse against
Fackadalsiedl service and defective

odiicts,

But onkine marketplaces have rised
the bar manifeld on the consumer
experience, with thelr mind boggling
menu of options, efficient delivery and

Democra

s, bette

ile aceess to lndia's
<mn]l.:im1\s_ This has spurred
Investments in warehousing and
logistics Infrastructure, now an over
$.29.5 billion industry (EY Industry
Frendbook, February 2023),

Online platforms have
put inaccessible
products and brands
within the reach of
lower-income shoppers in
the hinterland too

This has birthed players such as
Delhivery, Ecom Express and Shiprock

rmmnn were Iup: olhmrc helves
ractics with

and unlocked new revenues for India
Post. The online shopping addiction has
sparked innovation in payrent gateway
solutions and point-of-sale devices —
another $1.7 billion business.

HOPPING ON AS SELLERS.
Dispite thetr iy stee, Indla's micro,
small and medium enterprises (MSM
are not lacking in agility. Therelore, cven
s MEMES bn some segmentsof retail
trade have been forced toshut shop due
o e-commaerce, athers have hopped on
o online marketplaces nmmmm:ap
into thye vast ma
1.5-2.5 million MSMEs nllmg
products online, making up about 2.3
per cent of total MSMES.

‘Thi Pahlle India survey finds that
two-thirds of vendors who got online
experienced higher sales, Those who
used the government-funded Open
Network for Digital C (ONDC)

mammr{‘ihl s (stock keeping units),

But online marketploces allow even
home businesses in small towns to
showcase their wares toa pan-India
audience, They no longer need to jostle
fior retail sJH'ff’xp.u:\ The third-party
inventory, logistics and payment
ceosystem ensires order fulfilment at
mipirmal costs,

“Fhids has ghven seores of Indian
Businesses — from Mamacarth and
Khadi Gram Udyog in personal care, to
Atomberg and Boat inappliances to
Licious and 1D Fresh in foods —a
fighting chance at winning against the
wconsumer Goliaths,

This D2C revolution, i fact,
empowers small businesses to such an
extent that they may nolonger need to
rely on glant marketplaces such as
Amazon or Flipkart once they reacha
eritical mass. They can easily set up their
wown shopping portaks and payment

saw adoubling of sales, while those on
Amazon and Flipkart reported o 74 per
centinerease. Online vendors employed
54 per cent more people across skill
levels than offf 3, leading toits
finclirg that e- o has o net
positive impact on jobs,

TAKING ON GOLIATHS

Under India’s traditional retailing
nodel, lange consumer segments suchas
FMOCG, persoiial care, consiimier
apphances and food were the preserve of
deep-pocketed \l\r{..s 'I'lu\- LW‘Ij Teep
out smaller b

gateways toenable D2C rransactions,
is a myodel that many brands from
Al ver Keoval Pazhamudic Nilayam are
trying out,

Inthe world of technology, the first
mmover seldom has the last word,
Disruptive models such as D2, vertical
etailing and quick commerce are
already nipplig at the heels of
marketplaces such as Amazon,
Government-backed ONDC has
murtured a success like Bengaluru®s
Namina Yatrd to take on Uber and Ola,
This aliealthry sign that predatory

tices can't lase bosng ks & market

labyrint hulrdnlnhm jon chain, New

'mlu'n' the customer is king.

r pay attention to Bill Clinton

Amidst the euphoria at the convention and polls showing Harris slightly ahead, former President warns against complacency

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

erhaps bettered Repulbll by

Orbarmas had to say, But not many
Demacrats are losing sleep on this
wccount. If there are those in the party
W hn\n‘mllll want to believe that the

“h

I nterms of noise, Democrats

the time their four-day National
Consention ended in Chicago ansd the
Vice-President Kamala Harris was
formally nominated o the ticket, alo
with Governor Tim Walz of Minnesota,
Speaker after speaker tore into the
Grand Old Party and. principally, the
former President Donald Tramp. At
every turn, the Trump canmpaign must
have regretted not having Joe Biden on
Nowember 5,

A better seenario for the Trump team
would have been Biden doing slightly
betrer in the first debate on June 27 and
staying on at Chicago with Democrats
vearkng themselves apart on the
convention floor. None of these
happened. Biden quickly dropped out,
endorsed Harris and money started
fowing in. And then a rascous
eonvention showcased not just the best
speakers but also sowed the seeds of
bringing out the worst in the former
President,

Wrd has it that Trump is alr
secthing at what the Clintons and

boree was the next best
ll:hm:h—«t happened aftera loaf of bread,
others are striking a note of caution.

Hours before independent

presidential candidate Robert Kennedy
Irannounced his decision to dropout of
the race and endorse Trump, formier
President Bill Chinton 1ok 1o the
eonvention stage to remind Democrats
of one word they know but somehow
d in that cuphori placency,

BRUTAL, TOUGH BUSINESS
"We've seen more than one chect fon slip
awary from us when we thought it
oouldn't happen, when peaple got
distracted by phony issues or
owerconfidence. This is a brutal, tough
business. [ want youtobe
you showld never underestimate your
addversary, and these people are really
good at distracting us, ot triggering
\Invuh!.al triggering buyer's remorse...

Neve got to b tough,” the 78-year-old
former President, still seem as the best
COMMUTICALOT, Warn

President :'.Immm“;lu 1o know

i
CLINTON-SPEAK. Dont underestimate
the adversary

better. Eight vears ago the former First
Lady Hillary Clinton saw an election slip
awary From bier in s hat has been pinned
on Democrats taklng for granted poll
after poll showing Clinton ahead of
Truemp, only tobe stumped on election
night in 2016, And that s precisely what
stabwarts like Preskdent Chinton ane
warning Demaocrats and the Harris
campaign about. Even in the absence of
any survey vetona i

President Clinton had to say, Democrats
Thave their task cut out and the Kennedy
factor is their latest headache. Kennedy
Irendorsing Trump does not mean that
all his supporters will fall bn line and
m!lthtkmllsimlhc extent towhich
Pemosratsand Harris are able to sway
this group,

urther, Trump has been warned even
within the Republican canap to be carcful
about what is being offered for support.

Some 70 days o gofor the November
election, Almost anything could happen,
It ks ot s if Harris
an insurmountable lead. All national and
battleground state polls showing Harris
even o slightly ahead of Trumpare
within the margin of error,

Aot inbelng put on the next
Presidenitial debate on September 10
with the Trump campaign constantly
reminded that Kamala Harris is not foe
Biden, ghven her prosecutorial
background and debating skills. But
Trumpwill say anything that comes 1o

s putlled away with

“hounce", nat |lw[l['(ﬂ|§i|mil]l|1n' in
battleground states are showing Harris
wiping out Biden's deficit against Trump
and marginally pulling ahead.

Overand beyond what former

s mindd, knowing full well that
fact-checking by networks and
individuals come later,

Thet witer it tenio joutnaliss who has reposted from
Washingzom D o Horth America and United Siations
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Contral government emipkyees wth
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six men have been comvieted amd given life sentence, Ishita
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and Setskons Couwr, Ajme, in
Hajosthan, where the tnal of the
kkdnappingraps blackmad cases has
been going on for ower 30 yoan,
AL HAR RASS (AR

When justice is served

to the anonymous

In the lanes around the Ajmer dargab in Ragasthan, women were Kidnapped, raped, photographed, and then blackmailed in the
shira reports on the women who were shamed, the Ew that took its time, and the journalists who unearthed the case

Trigger warnivg: the following article corbains de-
talls of rape, Please avaid reacing i the subject
alisrurbs you,
n a dingy, marrow Lane in Ajmer, known for
the dargah of the Sufi saint Khwaja Molnud-
din Chishitl, the air recks of 1
poor drain In one of the matchbox
houses, Sarita (name changed to protect privacy),
52, {8 cleaning the framed photos spread across
the walls of her single-room home, All the piciures
are of another tme, of her dressed up, posing. a
wiing wornan in her 205, many of her with her
cond husband. “1 loved gening photographed,”
she says, Photographs were a curse too,

Sartta is one of the survivors of the many kid-
nappingrape-blackimail cases that jolted the city
In 1992, Thirty-two years later, on August 20,
2024, a Protection of Children from sual Offenc.
o5 (POCSO) court sentenced six prople 1o life (-
prisonment out of the 18 accused,

a sesslons court In Ajmer had sen-
hnu-d clght 1o life imprisonment, Four v e
aqudnted by the Rajasthan High Court in 2001, The
Supreme Count reduced Tl imprisomment of
thie rest o 10 yeard in 2000,

Farooq Chishitd, a relighous and political leacker
with considerable power convicted In 2007, \Ms

clared mentally wnfit to be kn jal in 2003,
thie 08 man killed imself soon ;
leased on ball. Another was convicee
s

s and
churge, The men never

50 police personnel in
Messed,

Politieal-relighous nexus
52, Ajmer woke wp 1o the news tha
Ineluing the Khadims (priests)
of the dargali, who were also assoctated with the
Youth Comgress, had been sexually assaulting girls
and young women between 17 aned 24 years, most
of whom were from Savitn School and Sophia Col-
leggee, Farooc Chishil was the Youth Congress presi-
dent, while Nafees Chish ted) the vice
president, and Anwar Chishil the joint secretary,

The story by crime reporter Santosh Gupta, in
thae Hineli cdlaily Denik Navejvord, cladmed that the
naked pletures of f qurL-u.muld e usiedd 1o black-
il them into silence. T1
o for years. Mahes cthand, whio owned the
Irondeally named Bharosa colour lab; Harlsh Tols:
nl, who managed the Laby, among others, were ac-
quitted, Puttan Allahabad, an sutorickshaw driv-
ey and lshrat All, & fower seller ourside the
dargah, among others, were convicted and re
leased after 10 years.

Gupta, who |s now 60 and a senlor man-
ager i a hospital’s public relations depart:
ment, says “the mpact of the news report
wiis surprising” because no ane wis inme-
dintely caught, "I was shocked at how rich,
Influential men were explolting girls in
siche goddown minouses, and even in
thelr moving cars In busy markets, De
layed action from the police gave
them time o destroy the evidence,”

After & month of vestiga:

Thew (the
avcusedhane

let ol even i

A woman s
not sible b

i
placed inthe
voom where
shewins
ri i|K'l|

Tublic peosecutin

tion, Gupta kanded on the naked pictures of the
women, which also had some 1 the
group. On May 15 that vear, hi Deenband:
T Chaudhary, agreed o publish the pletures In
the newspaper, blurring the Gees of the girls, but
prominenly showing the men, The article de
tadbed how the Ajmer police was hushing up the
watter by calling these consensual, 1t sparked an:
per among people, who came onto the roads 1o
protest. They called for o three-day market bandh
fchosure) and demanded the arrest of the men.

“One of those pletures wis mine,” says Sarita,
Sl was 20 then. 10 ook 32 vears for the men to be
comvicted, “1 was raped several times by them an
other men who must huve seen my pleture
says, Naked piotures of the women were circulat-
wd in the clty from the phote printing shop,

“I got pregnant and delivered a stillborn baby,
My first marriage was a hushed up affair, it broke
within hours wl told my husband that men
had raped me,” s 3 T
again, the third wite to i man who abandomed her
atter o decade becankse e did not want 1o be with
someone whio had been raped. She
stayed with her n-laws alter she wi
Teave home; and brothers, who ilso abandoned
her. Her home has no furniure, and she lves to
chean the photos an the wall,

du Parishiad (VHP) and supported by the th
Bueehing By
The

fel Mindster ot the time, ll-]l"
Bhalron Singh Shekhawat, assigned the case to
the  Crime  Investigation  Department Crime
Branch (CID-CEY on May 31, 1992, The Cent
a Congress government, It was the year of com
| tenshon folbowing WP leader LK. Advanl's
rath yaira that hed 1o the demolition of the Babrl
Masid in Ayodhya, Unar Pracesh.

“The agency ook maonths o find the vietims,
Mot Tand bedt vown; i few hisd Killed themselves
ter the case It Hoelight, Many stayed
away rm:n the Investigation, citing soctal stigma

i s now-retired police officer
o s the Depu-
of Police in Ajmer in 1992 amd
Imll filed the first police complaing in this matier
on May 30, Sharma says Ilu'lr was undrta:.\'ll ac

such -| Iﬂrw' |1|||:=In~r u1 |u-u|1h' ina .\:nxlt'cm.
The CIDCE convinced over a dozen sir

vivors o give thelr testimony t
but aver the decades all, exce
three, turned hostile, The first
of the six chargesheets was filed
I Augiust 1992, the irial began in
Seprember, “The statements of
around 150 witnesses were e
corded e, which hid
over 100 v 5 3
1 was bowng andd had contbnued for

years," says PK. Srivastava,

another local reporter who
winrked with the duily, Lefiron Ki

SRS SHENAR SRS

1w shocked at Ty rich,
Influendal men were exploling

LV I ek oy g cars in sy
Doy awtion rom the police gave
them thne o destroy the evidence
SANTOSH GUFTA

Formet crine repacter, vl Savali

Barkha, Now 62, Srivas filed stories for
168 days stralght on the rapes. He says this led 10
thie killing of his edite ’\I.u! n Skigh, the follow-
Eng year, “Madan wis a history-sheeter and had
started extorting money from affluent families, He
woubd threamen o name thelr daughiers in the
newspaper,” says a senlor polioe officer, who was
posted in Ajmer in 1992, The police booked three

people for Madan's murder. They were later ac-
:|1|HI(~<I

g, Madan's sons, who were
watlbed for decades (o avenge

eler, Dharma antempled to hurt
Inlslu!:rr w alleged killers (o 2002 and was caught
by thee police; Surya killed oave of the three in 2023,

Courtroom harassment
Ty court, it

1 bay had also been
exploiti s wais: may frbenscd and | went for a
party 10 his farmhouse, where they made me
drink, After | dored off, they clicked obscene pic-
tures of me, | was asked o bring my girlfriend o
them, who was raped,” the boy hod testified in
Later, his girliriend roo was forced 1o bring
encs to the accused,

When the trial began, the lawyers of the ac
cused would ask the women uncemiortable ques:
thons I coanrt In the presence of hundreds of men,

iy men came for voyeurlstic reasons, say those
ent during the sessions.

Virendra Simgh Rathore, the current public pro
secutor, says he was left numb on an alternoon in
2022 whin one of the vietims serenmed hn anger,
“She shouted, saying that she hid become a
grandmother and came (o court w testify each
time by lying 1o fimibly. She just wanted o be
Bedk alone. Her volee echoed b my cars for days,”
e says, This ks when he decided to place an appli-
cation in court one of the survivors be called
gk and that thelr previous restimonles be consi-
hered while deciding

Rathore {5 afrald the victims may be called
again o court when Almas Maharaj, the Last man
accused in the case, is brought back o India. He is

Iy 19905, Over three decades Later,

albegedly Hving in America and had a red cormer
nodiee bssued agalnst him in 2006 that allows Inter-
ped b loxsk out for him,

Palithes, the pollee, and the people
Gupta Feels that the case got buried due [ulllupnl
Itics around i, =)

eryone used s case for th
then and now 100," he says, ad-
y known for jas religlous slgnificance
nibshed by the men.
uch was the impact of this case that people
started fearing marrying women from Ajmer,”
says Samecksha Singh, 54, a private bank em-
ployee, who added th s of girls had k-
posed restrictions of
Pennehfanye, the Hindi 1!I|M|I1|!Iu1. of the Rash-
riya Swayamsevak Sangh cited the Involve-
al parthes, along
persannel, The Dar-
) at the Ajmer d.nr;anll

at loggerheads with the
opportunity to malign the commi
1o have arrived I Bndia with the

With the recent conviction, the
alms to ongankse” and *protect™ Hindu sos
sued a statement seeking capital punishmen

mth il nmkr»pumn Prem Shukla said instead
I

EoAvemime
trators were ;cl\ul a clear
Rajusthan Congress gene

thaotgh seme of thee convicts w
Ders o the gurty, biit there wiis fio que
Congress leader protecting them
the BIF had “no meral right™ 1o
wress this way when lts own
Tormer MPs and MLAs, are
ws in different courts in In

e the Con-
wclers, Including
g trlals in rape cas-

‘Remember survivors’ ordeal®
Hathore talks about the plight of public prosecu-
tors working In india’s small clies, The plaster
From the walls of his governmes hoe is peeling,
and he says the last laptop he was Bssued by the go
vernment was 12 years ago; it stopped working five
years ige, There ks for reference books.
“I brought my own ¢ rom home becanse it's
unbearalde sl her A5
He Is frustrated he way court proceedings
take place, In ways wite W men be
catise of the Hie of questhoning.

latest conviction, Rathore has become
b, He has been getting congratu
latory sages and recelving garlands from
members of the bar and civil organisations, He
take d mmament 1o remember wiit
the survivors went through, *Blharat ke itihas mein
shenvad ye pehila case haga fahan 100 s syada aura-
fon ke balackar aur blackmail ki baet kabi fati hai,
anir dnerase see ek DI vt ALy RN Samne Ri-
hi aayl (This Is probably the first case in India
where It ks alleged that over 100 women were
raped and blackmatled, but not one of them ever
came forward 1o seek justioe),” sys Rathore.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The Palestinians Killed
in the Gaza Strip since
October 7

40,405

deaths in the previows 24 hours, uwlding
o the health minktng i Gaza. At least
93,468 people have boen wounded, we

EXPLAINER

Shiv Sahay Singh

The story so far:
& Prodests rage across West
Beaygl ancl in different parts of
the country over the rapse and
antirder of a doctor it Kolkata's
R0 Kar Medical College and Hospit
cpuesthons are belng raksed as to how she
was assaulted inside a State-run health
Faciliny, The accused, arrested hours after
the crime, is a civie police volunteer, wh
not only hisd access to the hospital but
also the em ey bindlding where the
whetim was found dead on Awguse 9.

Wias he a eivie police volunteer?

The accused, Sanjay Rey, had been
wiorking as a civie police volunteer with
the Kolkatn Police since 2009, Despite
being engiged as a civic police volunteer,
thie aceusisd enjoved certain facilities
accorded 1o police persd
mistortsike belonging o
stayed in the barrac
Armed Police's four
reports that the 35ye i was also
assochared with Iln.' Kolkata Police Welfare
Committes and helped in admission of
relatives of police personnel to haspitals,

There are

‘What are the terms of employment?
Civie volunteers, or village police
volumteers s th ¢ known in rural
areds, are contractual workers engaged by
the police For assistance, particularly in
rafhic management and cther minor
duties that do net require poliee
personnel, The process of recrud
eivie police volunteers sta

ot after the Mamiti
BOVCTTIMENE Carme 1o powe
government order on Seprember 26, 2011,
the eligibility eriteria for the recruitment
of civie police volunteers were specified,
Bt maicl the applicant shoubd be a resident
of the area under the police station where
Tie will Be chepboyed; sliould be above 20
years of age; should have passed the Class

nt for
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Text&Context

Captives exchanged in
Russia-Ukraine war
due to UAES efforts
L7488 -
essull
’ isied o i
<apiives exchange between the Russian

Federation and the Repiblic of Ukrine,
meboasing 230 captives. we

THE®

The number of vacant
posts in the Assam
police force
12,485 -

’ ::‘l:':::::\hnr
the Assam Palice is 79,652, Currently,

15.64% of requilred manpower Is vatant at
various levels including ADGE, 1G ete. w

= HINDU

Donations raised by
Harris since launching
her campaign

I million dallars.
540 Domocratec candidate

andd U5, Vice President
Kamala Harris raised mose than 5540

midl ot I little made than a monath sinee
the began her race for president. sunm

Number of adoptions
recorded in India since
2019

The number

18.179
9 in 2023-24
increased significantly to 4,029 — 3,580

vgauntiy and 449 international, i
COMPILET Y THE e DATA TEAM

Follow us €} facebook.com/thehindu &) twitter.com/the_hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

On West Bengal’s civic police volunteers

How dlid Sanfay Roy, the main accused in the rape and murder of a doctor at kolkatas R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospital, gain unrestricted access to the
hospital? 1s this the first incident nvolving excesses by cvic police volunteers? How do such volunteers aid the government?

!ﬂlunk:hlnn'l aw studonts hodd .:;ume-\t march b Kotkata, on Auguit 24, #1)

X examination and should not have any
il record, The educational

ation of the civie police was Liter
L'I|1n,u'|i 1o Class VI pass.,

Soon after the first set of recruitment in
2011, the police submitted a proposal o
the govermment for engaging 1.3 lakh civie
police voluteers, The honorarium of
civie police volunteers is now AN per
dlay (absouit 29,300 per month), The
and-hoc bonws of such civic volunteers has
been increased from 15,300 to 16,000 lor
the year 2023-2024. At present there are
T3040 clivic volunteers with the Kolkata
Paslice, while the strength of the force
stinrals at 37.400. In the State, the strength
of the police is 79,024, but there are over
.24 lakh civie police volunteers,

What has Caleutta High Court said?

Threaigh wn ml orders, the Caloutta High
sthors about thi

ity of civie

police volunteers. In an order dated May
20, 2016, Justhce Sanjib Banerjee of the
Caleutta High Court sabd the recruitment
scheme of civie police volunteers was
devised to prey on the unemploved with
litthe respect for tixpayer's money,

In Chenddea Kanta Ganguli vs The State
of Wiest Bengal ened Others, Justice
Banerjee noted that it was not humanly or
physically possible for the five men on the
Interview board to reasonably vet 1,551
chidates i the course of a single
fon or even 875

artkul police station,
In another case in 2020, where eivie
police valunteers had approached the
Calcutta High Court after thebr servces
wene discontinued, a division Bench had
podnted out that the conditions “which
we huwve narrated (in the order) clearly
demonstrate that the deploymemn of
apipellantspetitloners e police
wolunteers wis temporary in nature and it

What did the 2013 panel say
on death penalty for rape?

What were the recommenditions of the Justice Verma Committee? What about marital rape?

Sudipta Datta

The story so far:
fher the brutal rape and murder
of a doctor on duty at Kolkata's
R.G. Kar Midical Colbege and
Haospital on August 9, there has
been a clamour of volces seeklng the
death penalty for the acoused. The justice
J5. Vermia Committee recommendations,
which bed 1o the amendment of criminal
Eaws In 2003, had specifically sadd it was
Tined o recommend the death
penabty for rape even for the rarest of rare
cases, o secking of [the] death penalty
wotild be a regressive step in the feld of
sentencing and reformation,” the
committee pointed out.

What did the Unlon Cabinet dectde?
The Union Cabinet did not take the
recommendation on the death penalty
when it cleared an ordinance on sexual
assanlt in 2003, and signed the criminal
ammendiments lnto law, The cominitiee o
amend criminal liws was set up after the

M I '}

i rpee of a paramedic stident in Delhl
on December 16, 2012, Led by Justice |5,
Verma (retired), the committee submined
Its recommendations on January 23, 2003,
One of its key suggestions, that the death
penalty does net necessarily act as a
deterrent ; such crimes, was
overlooked.

Key amendments were brought in o
provide the death penalty for rape that
led tor death of the victim or reduced her
Lo d persistent vegetative state (Section
A76A of the Indian Penal Code) and
anyone found guilty of rape more than
onee (Section 376E). In 2018, further
changes introduced death as the
maximum punishment for every
[l.II'HL||:I.'III1 111 & gang rape when the

ss than 12 years old (Section

v tmprrisenment I the
wictim is an 16 (Section 376GDA),
Undder the new Bharathya Nyaya Sanhita,
purtishment for rape is lald down in

several Sections including 64, 65 and
7042, which netes the punishinent for
aang rapee of 8 woman under the age of 18

Is the death penalty.

What did the committee recommend?
The Justice Verma Committee provided
for enhance engces for mpe,
Imvereasing it from 7 vears 1o 10 ye
years, and life, but “short of death’
"Whoever causes the person tobe ina
persistent vegetative state, shall be

idshied with rigorous imprisonment for
aterm which shall not be less than twenty
years, but may be for life, which shall
the rest of that persorn’s natiral
poted, The committes pointed ou
that “there s considerable evidence that
the deterrent effect of death penalty on
serious crimes s actually a myth.
According to the Warking Group on
Humin Rights, the murder rte has
declined conskstently In India over the last
20 years despite the slowdown in the
execution of death sentences since 1980,

What was its stance on marital rape?
The Vierina Committee recominended
that the exception to marital rape be

cannot be considered as an engagement
on probatbon,” There have been several
asions where the High Court and the
police administration had clearly stated
that eivie police voluntecrs will not be
deploved in any kw and order duty.
Desplte such orders, there are regular
instances of civie volunteers being
engaged in law and order dutles,

‘What is the main criticism?

While engigement of local chvie police
volunteers has come in handy for the
West Bemgal goven i managing
conflict, there have been several cases of
excesses conducted by civie police
volinteers. The maost talked about case
was thie unnatural death of student leader
Anish Bhan in February 2022, wherea
eivie polce volunteer and a home guard
were arrested. More recently, after the
R.G. Bar incident, a e
was arrested from B
Hospital after he thn

Both Opposition lesders and political
observers siy the civie pollce ksan
extension of the party, Bswant
Chakraborty, professor of political schence
at Rabinedra Bharath University, says that
the civic volumteers have provided a
peolitieal footing to the Trinamool
Congress, "There is no proper process for
appoingment of such personnel. This
inakis thee Jocal Trinamool Congress
leadership appoint personmed whe wil
loal to them,” Prof. Chakrabory sakd. The
crisls of unemployment in the State has
ledd the Mamiata Banerjee government to
devise an i ol way of contraciual
recrultment where thousands of youth
are A just about mindmum wage
work for the party without any
apcountability, ke polmed out,

Often the eria of appointment has
been overlooked in engaging civie police
volunteers. The mother-dndaw of the
aceused in the RG. Kar rape and murder
sabd her family had approached the police
after Sanjay Roy assaulted their doughter.
Drespite a police comiplaing, he continued
1o funetion as a civic polioe volumteer and
had unrestrained access w the hospital.

remmaoved, politing out that "a marital or
other relationship between the
perpetrator or victim is not a valid
defence against the crimes of ape or
sexual vielation.” Concurring with the
Judgmient of thie European Commission of
Human Rights in C.R. vs UK, the Verma
Commbttee endorsed the conclusion that
A rapist remains a raplst regardless of his
rebationship with the victim, The Union
povernment did not go n
recommendation and refused o
erimibinalise marital rape. Under the BNS,
(-m ption 2 of Section 63 states that
Intercourse or acts by a man with
, the wife ot bebng under 18 years

‘What about gender rights?
The Verma Committee polnied out that
“the ethos of empowerment of women
does not lmit fsell o political equality,
bt also extends, in equal terms, to social,
educational, amlmrn:mm equalivy. If

mein anything, lt
well as public pobicy, mi

engaging substar y with women's
rights, opportunities, acquisition of skills,
the ability to generate sell-confidence and
insist on total equality in relationships,
Doth with soctety and the state.” The
correction of social mindsets of its gender
Dlas depends more on soclal norms, it
observed, noting that “the deficiency has
o b overcome by leaders in society
abdded by the necessary systemmbe chariges
in education and societal behaviour™

THE GIST
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The accused, Sanjay Roy, had
Been working as a chic police
wolunteer with the Kolkata
Police since 2019,

Thirough several orders, the
Caloutta Hlkﬂ Court has ralsed
euestions lsout the
recruitment and legal veracity
of chvic police volunt eery.

While engagement of kecal divic
police voluntees has corme in
handy lor the West Bingal
govemment in managing
conflict; there hive been
sivviral cases of enceised
conducted by chic police
volunteers. Both Dppesition
lieaders and political observers.
say the chvic police is an
extension of the party,

THE GIST

The Justice Verma Committes
hasd specilically said it was not
Inclined to recommaend the
death penalty bor rape even for
the rarest of rare cases.

The committes pointed out
that “thede is considerabite
evibence that the deterrent
alfect of death penalty on
seriows erimes is actuslly o
ryth,”

Thie Verma Committed
endorsed the idea that & rapis
reimaing arapist regardless of
Ihis relationship with the victim.
Thie Unilan govememsent did not
g0 bry this recommend ation
and refursed to criminalise
rnarital rape.
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Investing in persons with disabilities

recent Hindi movie,
Srikanth, starring
Rajkummar Rao,
narrates the story of the
industrialist Srikanth Bolla and his
journey of overcoming the
challenge of visual impairment. In
the film, the people of Srikanth’s
father's village ask the family not
1o invest in the son's education or
lifee in general. Many parents of
children with some form of
disability are similarly made o
believe that their offspring are not
worthy of investment. Persons
with disabilities (Pwis) face social
stigma, marginalisation in all
sectors, and discrimination in
education and employment; most
impartantly, they struggle for
dignity. Educational institutions
lack the necessary infrastructure
and support mechanismes and
workplaces lack robust diversity
policies that would give proper
representation to Pwis,

Status of education and jobs
The 2023 report by Nifty 50
constituent companies reveals that
only five out of the 30 companies
have more than 1% of PwDs on
their rolls, with four of them being
public sector companies,
Simikarly, data from the National
Centre for Promotion of
Employment for Disabled People
reveals that less than 1% of India’s
educational institutions are
disabled-friendly, less than 40% of
school buildings have ramps, and
approximately 17% have accessible
restrooms, A report of the Sarthak
Educational Trust titled
*Accessibility and Inclusion in
Higher Education in India’ states
that reservation is provided under
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016, in
government jobs, and incentives
in non-government jobs, but there
is a chear lack of implementation,
The lack of infrastructure
combined with the lack of
inclusive policies hinders the full
participation of PwDs in society.
Thus, it is imperative that both
public and private institutions
invest in the uplift of PwDs,

The Indian education system

Indians who migrate abroad double their incomes

Lawnyer-rosearcher
wha writea aa public
Lanw, rights, and pubdic
engagement of
Constitution

Educational
institutions lick
the necessary
infrastructure
and workplaces
lack robust
diversity policics
[ give proper
representation
0 persons with
| disabilitics

needs an inclusive framework to
promote Pwhs. For instance,
Harvard University in the US, has
Local Disability Coordinators who
are specialised In helping PwDs
find accommodation in the city.
Similarly, Stanford University in
the U5, has a robust instinutional
structure which includes
providing support in housing and

comprise 2%-5% of the total
workforce. In cases of
non-comphiance, the company
iy be subject to fines based on
criteria such as its size and the
number of times offences were
repeated. Some countries have
also developed incentive
mechanismes, Japan, for instance,
has developed a system of

devices o PwDs. Italso hasa subsidiaries for employees who
comprehensive resource centre Thave sume form of disability.

that supports students with

disabilities. Few Indian Striving for dignity

universities provide such The British artist, David Hevey,
impressive models, In 2023, Shiv once remarked that “the history of
Nadlar University 1a the p al of disabled people is
disability support policy, which the history of eppressive and
includes providing persenalised negative representation. This has
support to students on meant that disabled people have
case-by-case basis, depending on been presented as socially flawed
the student’s health condition able-bodied people, not as

every semester. Based on the
nature and severity of the
disability, the Dean of Academics
decides measures for academic
accommidation and the Dean of
Students for other aspects.
However, these measurnes are
not institutionalised. Hence, they
are not uniform, leaving a vast
number of students from diverse
backgrounds outside the walls of
the university, Despite the
University Grants Commission's
draft accessibility and inclusivity
guidelines for higher education
instinutions (o ensure that
admission announcements and
advertisements are circulated in
accessible forimats, the presence
of PwDs is not very encouraging.
In terms of employment,
despite the legislative mandate of
providing reservation for Pwbs,
and of drafiing an equal
opportunity policy detailing the
measires proposed by the
establishment 1o ensure an
inclusivie work environment and
prohibit discrimination at the
workplace, employers have failed
tondo these. For the effective
Implementation of these rules,
States shotild come forward dnd
develop a compliance mechanism.
For instance, a model from Bragil
can be emulated, where
companies with more than 100

| employees must have PwDs

disabled people with their own
{dentithes™. The kdentity of PwDs is
eroded in several ways. PwDs are
considered by many as pitiful or
helpless. Many believe that PuwDs
can only be in relationships with
one another, Disability in addition
to belonging to a “lower” caste or
a particular gender creates a
double/triple burden on prople.

Sociologist Colin Barnes has
argued that Pwids are *portrayed
as objects of pity, viclence,
curiosity and ridicule, as burdens
on society, sexually abnormal, and
averall, as people incapable of
community participation”. This
portrayal forms the basis of the
societal attitude towards Pwis,
Recently, three former cricketers
mocked PwDs in a video that went
viral after India won the World
Championship of Legends,
Everyday struggles and the
stigmatisation and mockery of
FwDs reveals the inability of
so-called ~able-bodied people™ to
treat them equally with dignity.

Abhishek Anicca in his ,
The Grantmar of My Body, writes,
“My friends say disabled people
can be negative. | agree, We ire so
negative that sometimes the
able-bodied mind never reaches
us. That distance is wo far.., Itis
thus those who are creating the
distance [who] should bridge the
gap”

The polity of J&K is at an inflection point

After decades, regional leaders are looking inwards rather than

STATE OF PLAY

Peerzada Ashig
poctiala. mugckluluu.m.-n

he Election Comimis-
Tslon of India (ECI)'s

announcement  that
Assembly elections will soon
be held in Jammu and Kashe
mir (J&K) has already recast
mainstream politics in the Un-
ton Territory. Assembly elec-
tions were last held in the erst-
while State of J&K in 2014,
Today, a region marred by
three decades of conflict and
separatist Hurriyat's boycot
politics ks charting a new path
with electoral polities and
drawing new battle lines bet-
ween regional and national
political forces.

The manifestos of JEKs two
reglonal parties, the National
Conference (NC) and the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDPY,
reflect this change. Since the
armed uprising in J&K in the
19905, mainstream  parties
would focus on sadak, B,
pani (road, ebectricity, water)
during elections, leaving core
deological politics of aspira-
tions and sentiment to the
separatists,  However, the
Centre's move on August 5,
2009, 1o end JAK’s semi-auto-
nomous status and divide the
State into two UTs (J&K and
Ladakh) posed an existential
crisis to the mainstream par-
thes, forcing them to seek res-
toration of the rights that ex-
isted earlier, As a result, after
many decades, the top leaders
in J&K are looking inwards
rather than at New Delhi.

In the NC's manifesto titled
‘Dignity, Identity and Deve-
lopment’, NC president Dr. Fa-
roog Abdullah spelled out the
party’s new political direc-
tiom, saying the path ahead is
fraught with challenges. “Our
identity has not only been
questioned but systematically

K-
: o
eroded,” he said, The NC has
pledged 1o strive for the imple-
mentation of the Autonomy
Resolution passed by the J&K
Assembly in 2000, which
seeks more powers in the re-
ghon than what was enshrined
in Article 370 until 2009, It
hineed at the pre-1953 position
when New Delhi exercised
powers in the matters of de-
fence, communlcation, and
foreign affairs alone, while
JEK retained the nomencla-
ture of Sade-e-Rivasat for the
head of state. The NC plans to
‘begin the new Assembly, if it
has the numbers, with a reso-
lution against the Centre's de-
cistons of Agust 5, 2019,
Mehbooba Mufti's PDP has
sought a final resolution on
the Kashmir problem, re-
sumption of dislogue between
India and Pakistan, and more
economic linkages in the re-
ghon, while referring to the un-
divided erstwhile State of J&K
a8 it existed prios to 1947,
Both the NC and the PDP
have pledged to reverse the
laws introduced to J&K in the
past five years on land, jobs,
mining rights, and natural re-
sources, They have also pro-
mised to roll back laws such as
the Public Safety Act (PSA),
1978; the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967; and the
Enemy Agents  Ordinance,
2005, which have been widely
used by the Centre in the past
five years to cirb separatism
in J&K. The PSA, which deals
with preventive detention, Is
one of the few laws retained
from the separate Constitu-
tion of the erstwhile State of |

w Delhi

| J&K. In fact, Omar Abdullah

from the NC amd Ms. Mufti
from the PDP, both former
Chief Ministers, were detained
by the Licutenant Governor's
administration under the FSA
i 2019 for several months.

Through their hardened
positions, the two parties pose
a new chiallenge to the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BIP) and the
Central government in navi-
gating the volatile situation in
JEK. The Centre had aimed 1o
dislodge and discredit main-
stream rigional parties in J&K
after 2019, It propped up new
regional parties that treat Arti-
cle 370 as part of the past and
not as an issue of the future.
However, in the District Deve-
lopment  Councll polls in
2020, the regional alliance,
the People’s Alliance for Gup-
kar Declaration, won 110 sut
of 180 segments, showing how
the regional parties still hold
sway. During the Lok Sabha
elections this year, the NC and
Congress won two out of five
seats in J&K. The Awami Ire-
had Party, whose chief Sheikh
Rashid, widely known as Engi-
meer Rashid, has been calling
for a referendum against “op-
pression” and involvement of
the United Jehad Council in
the talks, managed to win the
Baramiulla seat,

The new electoral caleulus
has the Centre rethinking its
policy of political engineering.
Its ironchand approach to-
wards separatists may have
brought peace, which no
thinking policymaker in New
Delhi considers permanent.
While restoring electoral polit-
ics will lessen the sense of alie-
nathon In J&K, New Dethi will
have to engage with these pol-
itical demands sooner rather
than Later. The BIP is a signifi-
cant player in J&K, with a ded-
icated vote bank in the Hindu
belt of the Jammu region. It
has 1o reinvent itselfl like the
NC and the PDP in J&K.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Theste

As their incomes increase by more than 100% when they move abroad, most Indians do not return home evenif they are paid more than they were carlier

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Pata Team

ndizns who migrate abroad

often experience more than a

100% increase in their in-
come levels whereas Indians who
comtinue w0 work in their home-
land often have to wait for over 20
vears to get such a hike. This ex-
plains why most Indians who go
abroad do not return home even if
they benefit from a wage premium
on doing so. These conclusions are
based on a recent World Bank re-
port titled "Migrants, Refugees and
Societhes’

Indians who migrate abroad ex.
perience an average U8% increase
in their income levels (Chart 1). In-
wernational migrants from Bangla-
desh and Ghana experience a
A0 and 153% increase in income,
respectively. The report states that
one key driver for economic mi-
gration is the wage gap between
the origin and destination country.
A truck driver in Canada eams five
times more than a truck driver in
Mexico, even after adjusting for
the ditference in cost of living.
Nurses in Germany earn nearly se-
ven times more than nurses in the
Philippines.

‘While the absolute gains in in-
comes after migration are higher
for high-skilled workers, low-
skilled workers also experience a
multi-fold increase in income.
Chart 2 shows the income gains
for low-skilled workers who mi-
grate o the U.S. The incomes of
low-skilled Indians who migrate 1o
the LS, increase by 493%. The in-
comes of lowskilled migrants
from Nigeris and Yemen increase
by about 1,500%, the highest rise.

‘Chart 3 shows the income gains
of low-skilled workers in other mi:
gration corridors. The incomes of
low-skilled Indians who migrate w
the Gull countries (Bahrain, Ku-
walt, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates)
surge by 18%, Indians who mi-
grate 1o the UAE specifically expe-
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rience & 298% increase. This calcu-
lation doesn't adjust incomes for
purchasing power parity because
most of the spending occurred in
the origin country through remit-
tances. About 85% of the Indian
migrants' earnings in UAE are
spent in India.

The potential gains in income
are highest when people move
from low to high-income coun-
tries. A non-migrant from India
would need 24 vears of economic
growth to match the gains made by
an Indian who migrated to a high-
income country, while a non-mi-
grant from Bangladesh or Ghana
waould need 43 years and one from
the Philippines would need 78
years. Chart 4 shows the number
of years it would take for non-mi-
grants in origin countries to match
the economic gains made by mi-
grants who moved to high-inceme
countries,

The report states that about
40% of all migrants eventually re-
turn to their country of origin. Ho-
wever, the number varles based on
destination. All migrants leave Gulf
Cooperation Council countries.
About 20% to 50% of migrants
leave OECD countries within five
1o 10 years of arrival or move to a
third country, Less than 200 of md-
gramts leave the U5, Those who do
are mostly from high-income re-
ghons such as Western Eurape, Ca-
nada, Australia, and New Zealand
- In these cases, the retern rates
are aver 40%. The retumn rate of
Asian migrants in the US. is about
2%, Chart 5 shows the share of
migrants who leave the LS, by
gender and region of origin,

Temporary migrants who re-
wm  voluntarily  after  staying
abroad turn out 1o be better off
than before they beft. Migrants be-
nefit frem a wage premium on
coming back, especially if they are
high-skilled workers. However,
those who are forced to return face
poorer socko-economic outcomes.
On average, less than 2% of mi-
grants are forced to return from
the L.S., Canada, Burapean Union,
Japan, and Korea every yvear.
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The road to riches

The charts are sourced from a World Bank report titled ‘Migrants, Refugees, and Societies’
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watched

When US. Generals were

‘Washington, Aug, 25: The United States Defence

Secretary, Mr. James Schlesinger, and members
of his staff kept a close watch on their Generals
during the final days of the Nixon
Adminkstration to avoid the possibility of a
military show of force in support of Mr. Nixon,
an informed source reported here yesterday. Mr.
Zchlesinger feared that an order could possibly
to given to a military unit outside normal
channels to stage such a display between a vote
on impeachment in the US. House of
Representatives and a trial of the President in
the L3, Senate, the source said. The Defence
Secretary told a journalist speaking of that
period: “In keeping with my statutory
responsibilities, | did assure mysell that there

would be no question about the proper
constitutional and legislated chain of command
and there never was any question.” The Defence
Department never had the slightest indication
during that me that the White House had even
considered using military units to block the
impeachment process against Mr, Nixon, the
source said. But Pentagon officials kept an
espectally elose survelllanee on the Alr Foree
and bis leaders for any skgns of activity in

suppart of the President, he continued. The U.S,
Air Force is believed to have remained especially
faithful to the former President because of his

insistence on continuing the war in Vietnam
unt it was certain that American prisoners, the

majority of whom were Air Force pilots, were to

be tried and honourably repatriated. The source

. said that the Defence Department carcfully
watched the atmosphere in mess halls and
officers’ clubs and found there a predominant
feeling of respect for the constitutional
procedure being carried out against the
President.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD AUGUST 26, 1924
Alliance bank

Calcunta, Aug. 25: At the High Court today Mr.
Justice C.C. Ghese delivered ju
dismissing the application made by two Indian
creditors of the Alliance Bank of Simla, Lid., in
voluntary liquidation, praying that the Bank be
compulsorily wound up, They also prayed that

another gentleman, preferably a qualified
accountant, be appodinted joint official Bquidator

with the existing liquidators.,
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CONTRAPUNTO

One who is constantly making U-turns
obviously does not want to go anywhere
“SADHGURY

Reforms What?

Govts functioning with mostly an eve on
vater-pleasing is bad news for India’s future
C:'n tros declsion to approve an assured ponsion for 2.3mn

teal govt 1~n||-ln5'uu-s vepresents o mbddle ground between

Natlonn] Pension System and Ol Pension Scheme, which was
Miscally unsustainable, While Unifled Pension Scheme may not bea
drainon exchegu o - LEw ] oost €6, 2500k In the est year - govi's
move ahead of Il state clectlons represents the pressure folt by
political class, whether it 1s governing conlition or opposition, ns
regards thedr poll prospects, Days earller, Contre had withdrawnan
ovterseeking Interal entry of asfew as 45 professionals, after outery
Trom opposition and a few of s allles, The mixed results of Lok
Sabha elections made evident discontent felt by the slectorate,
This means expedient and populist measuares ane Hkely (o infu
more and more policy decisions at Contre and in states,

Rador Tace une in future | This poses the danger of
fundamental issues of palitical economy getting the short shrift,

Trved ko ouiny b the fstest grow ing oconomy in
theworld but this growth lsn't fast enough
I it b8 to renliso its gonl of being viksit by
2047, For that, we necd steuetural reforms
in awvens ke land and lnbour, among other
things, Problem is such veforms ontail o

politienl risk that populism-deiven ngondag
o't allow fior: To take one example, four labour
entlos passed by Pardinment In 2009-2020, meant
to roli Indin's Job market, will become
harder to mplement b sueh aelimate, Ditto for
elvntisation of govt enterprises, which hng

Inee FM annotneed privatlsathon
of TR Bank and |1t.::u|:lu of ather PSHa in Budget 202122, nothing
concrele has materialised so fiy Rising expendliiure on popullst
schomes - this year's Maha budget schemoes are expected to cost
more than B0k or - also means continuing underinvestment In
catlon and health, which, as experience of states ke Tamil Nadu,
alnand Karnataka shows, nve vital toovorall progress,

Clock's teking | ndin, with lts young population, has o window
of about a couple of decades to reach developed nation status, But,
nsa World Bank report highl ighted vecently, moving to high-ine
ot b rodng to be o fough ask for middle-income countries, given
changed geopolitical roalities nte change and rising debt le
Hy focusing on populist measures instead of fundamantal blocks ul’
cconmmie growth, woe risk falling into the 'middlo b rap and
Jowbe b the natbons that dida’tmake it

Nicobar Questions
Move thought must go into building a
major project in a fragile ecosystem

re environment min siurances about the impact of
A1hlr(in~'ll Nleobar nav plex reassuring? The project, as

nw bsaged, with an eye on craelal maritime chokepoint
Malacea Stralt, boasts geostrategle potential, 1t ensures India can
contrel vital shipping lanes, protect sealanes of communieation,
counterbalance Beljing's expansion in Indian Ocean and curb
Myanmar's poaching of marine resources, The natlonal value of
security imporntives aside, question often enlsed has been, do the
benefits outwelgh ecologheal and soclad costs, and the valnerability
of the project that Il sit atop a selsmic zone? Concorns over consers
vatlon are Inarguable. Priority must equally be to ensure security
of the naval comples from earth

ents thint 1o selsm e activity
Likeer the 2004 great carthguake isexpectod in the
rigrhon “for420- 760 years” aro Ll ing, Andoman

and N Islandds e dn o highly active
toeton at the intersoctlon of major plate
beunidarion. Given the area's selsimie history

and geology probability of mostgniffeant selsmic
et over such o long period as 420-750 yeirs s low, experts say For
solsmalogy and disaster proparedness, sclentists advise plimnlog for
the possibil ity of majarevents, ratlhe: than assumng they won't eceur
The fraglle Galathen Bay ecosysien, the construction slte,
mitkes any laege-seale dovelopment Inherently domaging. The very
construetlon over 30 years - bullding material, blasting, dredging,
deilling, debreis - will permanently alter the ecosystem, disrupt
{aland’s inhabitants’ Hyves; Influx of outsiders will dealn s freshwater
resources, Locals, Shompen and Nicobareso tribes, see themselves
slmply as caretakers of biodiversity and nurturers of nature
miangroves and cornl reefs, nesting sites of leatherbock tartles, the
Intter residents of Earthsinee the timeof dinosaurs, But Keepaside
conservation concerns, Bullding complex, costly, eritical naval Infira
inanaren highly prone to natural disnstors needs a second look.

1] )
S'ors’s?
The name, Kamala Harris. raises a question mark

on the use of the controversial apostrophe

Jug Suralya

Kamaln Harris' presidentinl campagn 8 going well, Right?
Wrang. Kumals Hareis's prosbdontinl campbn is golng woll
Tiaht? Wreong ngalin

Dioest that mesn that the prosidential conpalgn of Kamaka
Harks ds ot gobige wedl? In D, ber camjeb b golng so wisll i

i thiwn i g Anton M |t
‘The prablem with the firet twe statements macde in this colimn ls not
ol bl bt g s dnovol {] of thepune el

o apostioglie,
Ty st wiiled s bles oooa o or g comma thiv Bas inkenan
csenlifor toeheviste Msell from o b o s wordd 1o U 1o, b fwo i tions.
Crne b derdderote win omvission n words ke con't For connat, The other wse,
which has pevived abang-standing lnguistbe dispite, s e apostrophe as o s1gn
of ownership or possiesbon,

EVERYTHING CHANGES

. NOTHING CHANGES
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Maha Games: Kaun Banega CM

Mahavuti's big 3, each aspiring to be CM, are experimenting with post-poll ‘top-ups’ to schemes. In
MVA, Uddhav’s bid for CMship meets silence from allies. All parties benefit from the delay in polls

Uday Chandra
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1o fdentily CMfces bofore polls are
anmauned

Patchy cautlous moves | NDA
extrnchsd two kiy lessons from LS polls,
this Tzl s ot hoig showeil
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even with
"M traversed ach state across pulllqi';
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Hew exporiment |
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Stiteh I Wine | Dolasod eloctjons ikt
MVA oo, Eagor to return (o offie
Udddhav Thackerny I keen on annou
elng o CMTace for MYA bofore
beglng. But Congress and NCP have
malntakned o ptony silonce. Congroas
miny have wor th most seats in the state
L3 polls, but with a sixth of the averall
vistod, M miusi bock elther Uddhay or
Flya Sule ns MVAS CM
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corelully Is stired g
rashira, with post-Iiwall electlons
lookingikely.
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Tackling Pension Pains - From OPS To NPS To UPS

GOI's latest pension formula is a step back from its earlier one, remains contributory, but isn't a rollback
to OPS. Govt fills the gap between market returns and a 50% assured pension. Here's the lowdown

Sidhartha X #timesofindia.com
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Peace mission

Prime Minister Modi's Visit to Ukraine is as much about
peace as it is to establish India as a neurral country

to Ukraing, marking a significant momant In the diplomatic relations between

0 1 August 20, 2024, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi made a historic visit

the two nations. This visit came amid ongoing conflict in the region. India and
Ukraine have historically maintained cordlal relations, with ties largely focused on
economic cooperation, technical assistance, and cultural exchange. However, the
backdrop of Modi's visit is the prolonged conflict batween Ukraine and Russia, which
has led to a significant humanitarian and geopolitical crisis, India has traditionally
adherad to a neutral stance, emphasising dialogue and diplomacy. Modi's visit under-
scores a nuanced shift in India's approach, highlighting a deeper engagement with
Ukraine amidst the ongodng conflict. Only a month before PM Modi had visited Russla
much to the chargin of Kyiv. But his Ukraine visit In a way establishes India’s neu-
tral stance, Pime Minister Narandra Modl has offered to help bring peace to Ukraina

\

Iwo countries

In a maeting with Ukrainian Presidant Volodymyr
Zelensky. He also asked the Ukrainian President to
sit down and talk to end the conflct, This is first ever
visitof an Indlan prima minister to Ukraine after two

1992,

n

The primary objectives of Modl's visit were multl-
faceted. : Modi almed to bolster economic and strate-
gl ties with Ukraine, Both countries hava bean explar-
Ing apportunities for collaboration in sectors such
as tachnology, defense, and Infrastructure. India has
exprassed support for Ukraing's soverelgnty and ter-
ritorial integrity. Modi's visit included discussions on

Increasing humanitarian ald and rebuilding efforts in conflict-affected areas. Modi's
prasence in Ukraine served as a diplomatic gesture, reinforcing India's commitment
to supporting peace and stabllity in Eastarn Europe. This visit was also seen as a
way to engage mora actively in global diplomatic forums concarming the Ukraine erl-
sis. During his visit, discusslons focused on several key areas. Agreements werg
reached to enhance trade and Investment, with India offering to share expertise in
technology and infrastructure development India pladged additional suppoet for human-
itarian effarts, including madical ald and assistance for displaced persons. Both nations
agreed to Increase strategic dialogues to address mutual concerns and foster clos-
or cooperation In various international platforms. Modi's visit to Ukraing s a clear indl-
cator of India's evolving foreign policy strategy. While maintaining its traditional stance
of non-interference, India is positioning itself as a more proactive player in global
diplomacy, particularty In regions affectad by conflict, This visit also reflects India's
broadar ambition fo balance its relations between major global powers and reglon-
al conflicts. Prime Minlster Narendra Modi's visit reflacts a deepar engagement of
Indlla In global atfairs, an attempt to counter China's growing Influence,

“titnthanrs foadd hutpis of iy on an m

chalaw, I Bindharan,

The US military inc: £

Profiting from war

SANTHOSH MATHEW

The American military-industrial complex, coined by President Eisenhower in 1961,
has shaped US foreign policy and military strategy while perpetuating global conflicts

he American military
Industrial complex, a
term popularized by
President Dwight D
Elnenhower in his
farewell nddress in 1961, refers 1o
the wynergistic relationship
hetween o nathon's armed forces,
its defence industry, and ity polit-
leal establishment, This complex
has played o pivatal role in shap-
ing LS, llll‘rir,n rllh:}' and mil
Hary strategy, head o extensive
ghobal influence and numerous
conflicts over the past century,
While wars um.huﬁ“lnil{v hring
Immense destruction and suffer
Inng, they have alw generated sub
stantial profits for certain
American entities, fueling acycle
ol conflict and economic gain.
The roots of the Amercan mil-
ttary-industrial complex can be
traced back 1o Woeld War 11,

The massive mobilization of

restatirces for the war effert trans-
formed the US, inw a leading
military power, with & robust
defence industry emerging 1o
et the demands of the glabal
conflict, Companies like Boeing,
Lockheed Martin, and General
Dynamics became integral to the
war effort, producing alreraft,
ships, and weapons on an
unprecedented scale. Post- World
War II, the geapolitical landscape
underwent signilicant changes.
The Cold War hetween the
United States and the Sovlet
Union necessitted a perpetual
state of military readiness, lead
Ing o sustained government
Investment In defence, This peri
od saw the establishment of a
permanent arms inclustry and the
prodiferation of defence contrac-
tors, further entrenching the
military-industrial complex n
the American economy and pol
Mien,

The US, emerged as o superpaw-

of o puttern where milltary
engagements, often initiated
under the gulse of idealogical
biatthes, werved 1o bolster the
defence  Industry,  The
Vietnam War (1955.1875)
further exemplified this, as it
became one of the most pro-
loiged and controversal con

flicts In American history,
The war generated vast prof-
It for detence contractors but
at the cost of lmmense human
suffering and domestic tur-
mail,

The Cold War Era: Sustained
Conflict and Profiteering,
Threughout the Cold Was, the
LS, participated In numerous

oxy witrs and mitlitary inter

wentions, from Latin America
tor thie Middle East, The Cuban
Misstle Crisls, the Bay of Plgs
Invaston, and the support l{fr
antl-communist regimes
acroms the globe underscored
America's commitment fo
cambating Soviel (nfluence,
Each umllflcl provided o pre

text for Increased military
spending and Innovation In

e with global resy il
Interests, often Justified by the
need to contain communism,
Phis new role required makntain

Ing und expanding military hases
worldwide, ensuring a constant
state of preparedness, The Korean
War (1950 1953) was ane of the
first significant conflicts of the
Cold War era, where the LS,
engaged militarily to curb the
;Iplcad af communism in Asla,
This war marked the beginning

Uniform Civil Code: A step

towards a secular legal system

(o]

HAJESH KUMAR
SINGH

PM Modi, reignites the debate on the Uniform Civil Code calling for a
law that would apply equally to all citizens, regardless of religion

he BIP-led NDA gov
I ernment, under Prime

Minister Narendra
Mo, didd not Implement the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
during Its previous tenure,
The LICC s a proposed law
that would apply unifarmly 1o
all rellglous communities on
persomil matters lke mar
rlage, divoree, inheriance,
and adoption,
Adter major ideologleal mibke
stones such as the abolition of
Artiche 3700and the construc
tion of the Ram ‘Temple in
Ayodhya, the UCC became
viewed s the final step in the
BT and the Sangh's agenda
beading up to the 2024 gener
al elections.
On Independence Day, from
the Red Fort, PM Madi
emphusdzed the need for o
secular civil code, angulng that
laws dividing the country
wlong relgious lines should be
abolished, He called the cur
rent legal framework a “com
lliunuﬁ.‘lvll code” and high
lighted the Importance of
ransitiond more ncly
aive and secular version that
aligns with modemn societal
wilies,
Addressing the nation, he
called on the citizens of India
toengage in debale, insksting

that communal and discrim-
Inatory lows huve no place In
the country.

From the outket, party and
government sources have
indicated that the BIP almed
1o keep the UCC in public
disconrse, This sentiment was
echoed diring a Bhopal rally
oh June 23, 2023, where PM
Modl suggested that the
Implementation of the UG
might be an the harlzon,
Tap officials, however,
emphasized that the law
would require extensive
research and consultation,
The Sangh Parivar be
thit states can take the inltin-
tive to implement the UCE,
Several BlP-ruled stures,
including Uttirakhand,
Madhya Pradesh, and
Gujarat, huve begun explor-
ing this. Askam's Chicf

Minister, Himunta Biswa
Sarmu, confirmed plans 1o
Introduce laws targeting child
marrlage and polygamy, He
added that Assam would
adopt and maodify the
Uttwrakhand model accord
Ing to local needs,

The political landscape sur
rounding the LCC hay been
contentioss, and it has already
been Implemented in
Untarakhani as of March this
year, likely influencing subse
quent elections
Nevertheless, BIP wources
acknowledge the complexities
surreunding the UCE, Tribal
marital practices, diverse
Inheritance liws, and region-
al vartations are slgniticant
hurdles, Modi reiterated from
the Hed Fort that the Supreme
Court haw repentedly dis
cussed the need for o UCC,
which muany believe would
ackdress the communal nature
of the current civil code.
According 1o gover
sources, however, the UIC
presenty far grewter challenges
D insues ke Artlcle 370 or
teiple talig, ss i affects vari
ous sockal and cultural groups
acrows India, The process of
drafting the UCC would
m]um-ﬁu--rnu!ung consulta-
thons and deep research,

il

One BIP functlonary noted
that codifying the UG,
wenlibe thee Indsan Penal Code,
wotild be difficalt due to the
cultural diversity smong trib-
nlpmu i acras reglons, The
UG debate {8 viewed as a
positive step boward creating
a maore unblorm legal system,
especially  concerning
wirmen's rights,
The Sangh Parivar, too, hay
expressed concerns, with the
RS -affilinted Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram advocating for the
exclusion of tribal groups
from the UCC, Meanwhile,
the BIP s encouraged these
comumunities to submit their
concerns to the Law
Commisslon, wrging them
wot 1o be -wuy:'} by noctal
miedia debates,
The essence of the UCC, ax
explained by PM Modi, Is 1o
have a slngle law applicable 1o
all eltirens of tndia, regardles
of religlon, caste, or gender, In
matters such as marriage,
dhiverce, mnd inheritance, This
b outlined in Article 44 of the
Directive Princlples of State
|’1|lk'Fy in the Constition,
which tasks the government
with the responsibility of
implementing such a code.
(Flee writer b5 a sevior four-
nalit; views are personal)

weapons technedogy, ensuring
continued profita lor the
defence industry,

One of the most signiflcant
developments during this
period was the arms race,
characterized by the rapid
development and stockpiling
of nuclear weapons, The doc
trine of mutually assured
destruction (MAD) necessial
eid a continuows enhiuncement
of the LS, nuclear arsenal,

THE GULF WAR
(1990-1991)
SHOWCASED
AMERICA'S
TECHNOLOGICAL
MILITARY PROWESS
AND REAFFIRMED
THE COUNTRY'S
COMMITMENT TO
PROTECTING ITS
INTERESTS IN THE
OIL-RICH MIDDLE
EAST

henefitng companics lnvilved
in nuclear weapons produc

thon,

This pertod also saw advance.
ments In misile technology,
stealth abreralt, und other
wophisticated weaponry, all
funded by the American tu-
The eid of the Cold Wir
e diminish the inflicnce
af the miliary-indusirial com-
plex. Instead, new threats
cmerged, and the complex
adupted accordingly.

The Gulf War (1990-19491)
showeased America's techno
losglcal millitary pro and
renffirmed the cow
mitment 1o protecting s
Interests in the ol -rich Middle
East, Defence contractors
reaped substantial profits from
the war, supplylng everything
from precision-guided muni

thons b advanced combat sys-
Lemn,

The attacks on September 11,
MHFI.mulkmlI|1cl1‘gllllllng\d
the War on Terror, a pro-
longed condlict that further
wolidified the military-indus

trlal complex's grip on
American forelgn policy,
The imvasiony of Athﬂ ]
and reag resulted Inoa dramst

le surge in defence spending,
with  companies  like
Halliburton and Blackwater
(now Academl) wecuring
lscrative contricts for recon

struction amd security wer-
vices,

o recent years, the military-
Insclustrial complex hay contin.

ued 16 thrive, driven by ongo-
Ing contlicts in the Middle
Eant, rising tensions with
Russla and China, and the
plishal war on terrorism

Ihe U5 defence budget
remains the largest in the
world, with substantial funds
allocated 1o developlng next-
gencration weapons systems
and maintaining a vast net
work of military bases, The
recent assassination of limail
Handyeh, former Prime
Minister of Palestine and head
of Hamas, by seacl in Tran,
with American support,
underscores the enduring
Influence of the military
Indusirial complex, This act,
anvel the subsequent American
nlll.ll.ll'rlllllldllp In the region,
exemplifies how geopolitical
manoeuvres often serve dual
purpases; advancing strlegic
Interests and ensuring con
ued profits for the defence
Industry, As Elaenhower
witrned, “In the councils of
povernment, we must guard
agalnst the acquisition of
unwarranted Influence,
whether sought or unsought,
by the ||||ITIM}' industrial
complex.” This cautionary
message remalng ax relevint
today as it was over six
decacles ago, reminding us of
the Intricate and often perilous
relutlonship between war, pol-
Rlcs, and profit,

(The writer s an assisfant
professor at Pr:rlu”nhr(rfy
Uirtiversityy views are persaral)

T35-.11TO THE EDITOR|

Urban flooding must be checked

DON'T MAKE PATIENTS SUFFER

Madam — 1 support the movement
agalnst the criminal or criminals who
killed the trainee doctor at the B.G, Kar
Medical College and Hospital in
Kolkata, but 1 cannot support the cease
work by the doctors, | fall o understand

why innocent patients are made to sul-

fer w0 the extreme. The pictures ol
untreated patients in pain f\u\fc ralsed
many questions. Why should they bear
the burnt of the strike? What is thelr
fanlt?
Earlier, while passing directions to the
GBI and the State of West Bengal, the
Supreme Court only appealed to the
wtrlking doctors wo resume work. But it
cut no bee, On Thursday, the apex court
again nudged the :1rlzln5 doctons to
e work for the sake of the patients
But the status quo is still being maln
tained. Are the poor patients simply
pawns in the tussle?
Fhe doctors can continue their protests
even after resuming work. The Supreme
Court says that no coercive action
shall be l.li(‘n aggabnst the doctors as long
s the protests are peaceful. Given the
Fil| nts are made to suffer from vio.
ence within, the protests cun no longer
be termed a8 peaceful,

Sujit De| Kolkata

START PREPARING FOR NEXT OLYMPICS
Madam— All other nations have start

ed preparation for the next Olympics,
International sports events with renewed
vigour. India is sell In bBlame-game,
scapegont, harm, negative netwark,
interference, discourage, devilish activ

ithes, Issulng discouraging statements in
the media on how many crores ? spent

o Paris Olympics-2024 preparation for

months. Sports win depends on “luck ol
the day” is well known,

Fiest and foremost, Indin must shed it's
third world mind set. Reploce negative
devilish qualitles - discouraging - harm

ful tendencies with encouragement,
schentific happy development |l||lnu|ét'-
ment and latest technology usage (for

upread, incluténg femporary rolocation of pao:
b, carrsage b0 civic amen (s, Batariaratian of
winlar quaskty, and ik of opidamics. 1 was mosd-
Iy statec] that (i arass bing In (he Baod plalrs
ard prone fo fioads, but urhan foads have
changud this notian,

Urban Rooding disrupts thi normal working of
tha clty by damaging water supply, seweragn,
power transmiuson lines, communication,

M harn: Tackding

A:lrblll Nacding’, publishad on August 23,
i 6 my rasparen, Tha global surge in
urtian fioodng has Braught a dauntsag challange
for citses worldwide, nocessitating urgent atton-
ton o tackln tin nsun threugh meticuous
urlan phaniing and inncvative nlasirectre
g, 18 16 ot onky the event of fioading, but
tha suoondary eMucls of exposure to infrchion
that have a todl an Miaman (14, (lvalihood, and
proporty. Tha impact of urban Rocding (s wide:

wports coaching and preparation). Also,
focus on many sports, not [ust cricket.
Wl it help o give more comfort o uth-
letes - players by having more (%) of
women coaches < staff - administrators
boards for women players and men
uealf conches ele, []m' male players?
Medical and sports experts must decide

LIt

Lust but mot the least, there must be no
'!ullli\'ul Interference In the wporis.
This ks one reason Indian sportspersons
are unible to perform thelr best, Besddes
blased selection of sportspersons for
mega events b often controversial
which hampers the grawth of healthy
competithon amongst the sportspenons
und inculcates a wrong culture of nepo
tam and Favouritims, 1f we can manage
that, Indla can shine in Olympics

PV Srinkvas Sreclekha |Secunderabad

THW IMPORTANCE OF STAMPING

Madam — The Indlan Stamp Act, 1R99
deals with stumping of varlous agree
ments/ documents in India. Stamplng
ol agreements and documents is desir

and o
wiodutions, i ax groan Infrgtruciene, gosps-
tal ek Hiatd g

e ——
ur nechind b Eacide the manaoe of urban flood:
Ing. A hiraugh kisawiadpe and wadorstindng
of thi causes and aftects of food Impacts ani
the adoption and developmunt of maasuran to
mitigatu those (mpacts mast be part of  com-
prohansive urban devesopmant plan,
Ranganathan sivalomar | Chenead

able as it ensures legality and validity,
enforceability and admissibility in court
stnce such agreements can be registered
under the Indian Registration Act,
190K, Now the question s, what is effect
on enforceabllity of a document in the
court, I it n elther unstamped or is
under-stamped. This involves three
Act viz. Indian Contract Act, Indlan
Stamp Act and Indian Reglstration
Act As per Indian Contract Act, while
making an agreement on a non-slamp
paper, ﬂl“l’l‘ are certaln legal aspecis that
need to be complied with, Section 10 of
the Indlan Contract Act, 1472, outlines
the essential elements that make an
agreement a legally enforceable contract.
It s o be remembered that proper
stamping ensures the validity and
enforceability of documents in legal pro
ceedings, The correct information
regarding this must be given to the pub.
lic 80 cwrrmu can comply.

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Muiehal
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Blood wood of Andhra: & batch of red sanders logs !rosn’y cut and dressed rron mmcnmm hills. The wood contains a. CM\DDuN‘I calted S.nulm which gives It the rich red eolour. The Seshachalam Hifls of the Eastern Ghats is one of the few places on ev'h where the trees. gron-

The rise and rise of
red sanders mafia

Seshachalam Hills, one of India’s

richest binspheres, has become the hot spot of red sanders smuggling and

allied erimes costing many police, forest officials and mafia members their lives apart from threatening the
survival of the endangered tree species. Over the vears, despite changes in the governments and people in
power, the smuggling of the precious wood continues unabated, indicating that the problem is of a

socio-cconomic-political nature, writes K. Umashhanker

eshachalam Hills, one of India’s richest

biospheres which form the tip of the

Eastern Ghats in Andhra Pradesh is con-

sidered a floristic hotspot for it houses
many endemic and rare species Including five
gecko species, 12 species of lizards and 22 species
of snakes,

However, it is red sanders (Prerocarpus santali-
nues), the tall trees which give one of the warld’s
finest and rarest woods, growing in these hills
makes Seshachalam a hotspot of crime and a hub
of mafia.

“It was in 1974 when my firstborn saw the
light. Transporting a truckload of red sanders
logs from Pller of the Annamayya district to the
erstwhile Madras used to cost $270 a round trip,
which included labour force and bribes at the lo-
cal level and the inter-State border check posts,”
recalls a 76-year-old carpenter from a remote vil-
lage of Yerravaripalem mandal of Tirupati district
in Andhra Pradesh,

“For a ton of logs, the price would be around
12,000. For each trip, 1 used to save around
21,000 plus at the rate of four trips a month, Like
me, there were about a dozen people all over the
Seshachakam hills,” he adds.

Upto ¥2 crove 3 tonne

Today, the statistics of the red sanders logs are
sold at anywhere between U erore to 12 crore per
tonike, based on the guality, in the international
market. Spread over 5,000 square kilometres
across Kadapa, Annamayya, Tirupati and Chit-
toor districts, besides covering substantial forest
cover in Nellore district in the State, the Sesha-
chalam Hills is the first biosphere reserve in And-
hra Pradesh identified under UNESCO's Man and
Bivsphere programme in 2010,

“The rich growth of red sanders here, however,
began only after 1983 when the Forest Depart-
ment, following the orders of then Chief Minister
of undivided Andhra Pradesh, NT. Rama Rao
ook up & massive afforestation programme in
the region. Red sanders seeds were spraved over
the Rayalaseema region through helicopters, Ho-
wever, the seed germination at Seshachalam was
the best owing to the hot and dry conditions
which made it ideal climate for the trees to
thrive,

From the 19805 onwards, the red sanders
started atracting the international market, with
major players coming from China.

A retired forest ranger recalled the different
phases of red sander smuggling. “What began as
acottage industry is now a mubhi-crore global bu-
siness. A few individuals used 1o sell the red san-
ders logs in small guantum in erstwhile Madras,
intended for making twys and transportation to
China and Southeast Asian countries. From the
1990 onwards, the Chinese wanted wanted huge
quantities of the wood., Some middlemen in the
timbeer industry in Tamil Nadu caught the pulse
of the demand,” he siid.

When there was a massive manhunt for forest
brigand Yeerappan in the thick forests of Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, and Kerala between 1990-
2000, a large number of woodcutters who
worked under him were left with no alternative
source of livelihood, Now, these "meistries’ (or-
ganisers) from the north-western districes of Ta-
mill Madu hured the jobless vouth to raid the Sesh-
achalam ranges. The precious trees, which were
copiously present, were ruthlessly cut down and
transported o Madras and Tuticorin ports.

During all
the
turbulent

Seshachalam
Hills three
Ministers
whao held
the portfolio
of the
Forests were
from the
undivided
Chittoor
district

Those were the days when the officials, both
from the Central and State governments, were
not much aware of the red sanders.

During the time of Veerappan, it was only the
white sandalwood that mattered. Between 2004
and 2014, the number of trespassers into the
Seshachalam ranges from Tamil Nadu used to be
afew hundred per day. The forest and police offi-
cials and also the media used to call the trespass-
ers "woodctitters and coolies.”

Skilled Malal men from Tamil Nadu
Later, the trespassers were promoted to the

it tor Chennai, With a suciden spurt in the activity,
warchouses had come up in Hoskote and Katiga-
nahalli areas of Bengaluru rural district,” says
another forest official in $ri Venkateswara Nation-
al Park range.

Interestingly, during all the turbulent vears of
red sanders smuggling from the Seshachalam
ranges, three Ministers who held the portiolio of
the Forests were from the undivided Chinoor dis-
trict—Gali Muddukrishnama Naidu from Puttar,
Bojjala Golapalakrishna Reddy from Srikalahast
and Peddireddi Ramachandra Reddy from Pller
and later shifting 1o Punganur.

From 1995, the Chiel Ministers of the undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh were also from the red san-
ders-rich districts. Nara Chandrababu  Naidu
from Chandragiri (his native place in Tirupati dis-
trict), Y5, Rajasekhar Reddy from Eadapa dis-
trict, Nallari Kiran Kumar Reddy from Piler in An-
mamayya district and Y.5 Jagan Mohan Reddy
from Kadapa district.

Blood shed over red wood

On December 15, 2013, two forest officials of Tiru-
pati Wildlife Circle—Deputy Range Officer Sridhar
and Assistant Beat Officer David Kumar-were
surrounded by a mob of 200 woodcutters deep
inside the Seshachalam forests close to Tumbury
Theertham waterbody on the Chittoor Kadapa
border. The duo was brutally done to death with
stones and axes, while another beat officer es-
caped with eritical injuries.

Following this, the Andhra Pradesh govern-

ment (after bufun.-ltl::ln} formed the AP Red San-

ranks of “red sanders smugglers.” Each deut
ter used to get 35,000 per log weighing around
50 kg. Most of these debt-ridden and impover-
ished men belonged to the Malal hill ribes
habiting the forest regions of Tiruvannam:
Salem, Dharmapuri and Villupuram distri
Tamil Nachu. They are illiterate and begin to work
for red sanders smugglers from the age of 20,

The Malai men are preferved by the smugghers
for the job as they are adapted to the Seshacha-
lam hills and can jump and sprint fast in case of a
police raid. The Task Force police have many
timmes sald that they were awestruck at the agility
of these men, and that capturing them was not
an easy task.

The Malai men are also resilient and can sus-
tain for days with Hule food and lquer, making
them the ideal smugglers of precious woed.

The so-called onganisers started deploying the
maximum number of workforce from Tamil Na-
du districts, transporting them in specially ar-
ranged buses and also sending them in passen-
ger trains,

They would alight at Panapakam, \!ummmﬂ-
u, and Chandragiri rallway stations in Tirepati
districe and clandestinely enter the forest.Pre-
viously, they used to carry axes and saw blades
with them, but later they were readily supplied
with the tools on their arrival.

With time, the workforce enjoyed extra bene-
fies such as liquor bottles and provisions to cook
inside the forests during their long stays, ranging
from two to three weeks.”Their modus operandi
wats (o cut down as many trees as possible, dress
the logs and carry them to the road points. Veh-
icles from autos to trucks and lorries chugged the
forest paths to collect the material and teansport

ders Anti-Smuggling Task Force (APRSASTF) 1o
give protection to forest officials while on patrol
in the forests. It was this Task Force, which
played a crucial role in mabbing Kollam Gangi
Reddy, who faced allegations of red sanders
smuggling and was one of the accused in the Ali-
piri bomb blast case of 2003 whercin Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu had a
narrow escape, The

In recent years the

locals of various then Task Force
villages chief, M. Kantha
IIL\ﬁmea Rao, a senior 1PS of-
districts have ¢ 1 ficer who worked as

stricts have the DIG and IG of the
into smuggling Task Force (2014-

operatives, says a

ritived police officer

from Tirupati had two passports,
Kantha Razo said

that during his tenure, hundreds of red sanders
smuggling operatives were nabbed and remand-
ed. "About half a dozen special teams were
Formed to conduct patrolling not only in Tirapai
but all over the Rayalaseema districts, Nellore
and Prakasam. In 2005, the Task Force made a
stupendous breakthrough when a eam rushed
o Assam and | 1 10-tenne i

of red sanders logs from entering China. The
goods were browught back to Tirupati, We had also
made the information about red sanders public
as to how many trees were cut down over years
and how many trees were lefi the forests.” he
SYS.

On April 7, 2015, a8 many as 20 woodcutters
From Tamil Kadu, originally migrants from Waya-
nad in Kerala, were repartedly gunned down by
the Task Force at Sachhinodi Banda (loosely tran-

2019}, had detected
that Cangi Reddy

Andhira P-M(-sh fed Sanders Andi-Smuggling Task Force detect rhn strewn lops al a 1omsi p,ude in Seshachalarm Hil I.\ in Rajampeta dmuon
of Annamanyya district.

slates 1o a boulder that belonged to the deady
peing located deep inside the inhaspitable terrain
of Seshachalam hills near Tirupat, The human
rlghrs groups then alleged thar the woodcutiers,
longing to the Dalit were bru-
LIJ]_\-' shot at from point-blank range and their bo-
dies were strewn all over the forest location. The
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) also
registered a case on this,

Ever since this "camage™ of woodcutters,
there has not occurred even a single casualty in
the entire red sanders-rich region in the last nine
years. After a lull of a few months, the woodcut-
ters resumed invading the forest ranges.

“During these nine years, hundreds of tres-
passers were arrested and released on bail. Cut-
ting red sanders has only turned into a peenic,
coupled with economic benefit, The forest and
police officials to date are afraid of even causing a
minor injury to a woodcutter. Chases have almost
disappeared. The trespassers are not afraid of ar-
rests, After all, they know they would be convict-
ed at the mest for six months to one year if chang-
5 get proved against them - which is very difficult
10 establish.” said a police officer, who played a
crucial role in undertaking a dozen inter-State
operations in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pra-
desh and close 1o Blutan border, and selzure of
red sanders logs worth about 21,000 crore bet-
ween 20142007

There e critical observations that after the Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy government cami to power in
2009, the subject of red sanders smuggling
slipped into oblivion. Allegations remained rife
that the Task Force could not undertake a single
inter-State operation during the period.

“Unlike the pericd before the COVID-19 pan-
demic where 0% of the workforce was from Ta-
mil Nadu districts, in recent years the locals of va-
rious villages of Rayalaseema districts have
turned into smuggling operatives. Political lead-
s from top to bottom levels are facing serious al-
Tegations of their involvement in the red sanders
smuggling. The cooperation and coordination
between the forest and police departments have
also been missed in the last decade, Due to the
absence of any scientific mode of surveillance at
the check pests, we don't know what is happen
ing there. In the last five years, there was not 3
single meeting of the inter-State police and forest
officials to tackle the red sanders issue,” observed
a retired police officer in Tirupatl.

Pushpa impact

‘When Allu Arjun-starrer Pushpa - The Rise was re-
leased in December 2021, afier the Covid pan-
demic, it was a mad rush at the theatres. The he-
ro's striking dialogue—Thaggedheh Le (Will not
bend)-caught the attention of the youth all over
India and mesmerized even the big personalities
of Bollywood.

“Pushpa director Sukumar and his team visit-
ed our office (in Tinpat) during the planning of
the film, We took them to various locations in the
Seshachalam and shared information about the
modules and modus operandi of the smugglers,
the aspects of interrogation and investigation.
The movie could create 3 sea of swareness about
the bad element in red sanders smuggling,” said
former Task Foree chiel Kantha Rao,

Tronieally, & majority of the officials in the en-
forcement agenches observed that Pushpa had di-
rectly contributed to the entry of mare youth into
the contraband forest trade. Several mruli:-. in-
volved in the red sand andds
their beard leaving their hair unkempt and re-
peating the verbal and physical mannerisms of
the hero, which included the hero's walking style
which went viral on social media.

In this context, the recent observation of De-
puty Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan {who also
holds the portfolio of Forests) that “Around 40
years ago, a hero was someone who safeguards
the forest. And now, the hero is someone who
cuts away the forest and is a smuggler,” has raised
many an eyebrow.

Serving as a sum up, a forest ranger in Anna-
mayya district, considered a huge fan of Pawan
Kalyan, says: “Red sanders is a socio-economic:
political subject. Unless the government comes
up with 2 seientific formula to counter the envi-
romimental dumage, the police and forest officials
are helpless. Just, we are waiting for Pusha-The
Ridle” (Sequel to Pushpa- The Rise is expected to
be released in December 20243,




Middle path
The modified pension scheme
overcomes some shortcomings of NPS

he Centre has restored guaranteed pen-
sions for its employees, meeting their de-
it halfway, and weakly trying to hold
on o principles of fiscal priudence, Pension
schemes around the world, whether contribute-
ry and market linked or underwritten by the ex-
chequer, are facing a crisis, due w multiple Gc-
tors, incleding demaographic reasons, According
1o the Reserve Bank of India, the total Buckget esti-
miantes of various States and Union Territories for
pension in 2023-24 was 15,22,105.4 crore, which
s between 6%21% of their wtal revenue receipts,
Pensioners angwe that it s their deferred wages, It
can also be argued that pensions from the exche-
guer are 3t the cost of future generations. Go-
vernments are outsourcing jobs through con-
tracts, and resorting 1o innovations such as
Agnipath - a short service scheme for the mili-
tary services — and the ballooning of pension bills
is among the reasons that drive such measures.
Governments are also leaving posts unfilled. All
such measurnes are leading to two things, First, it
negatively affects state capacity, and second, it
reduces avenues for government and public sec-
tor jobs for India's expanding number of young
Jobr seckers, The New Pensbon Scheme (NPS),
which was market-linked and managed by an au-
entity, was i I during the
stock market boom, Two decades later, when pe-
ople began retiving under the NPS - those who
Jodned after January 1, 2004 — it turned out that
they were receiving much less than what they
would have got under the old scheme.
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Reality of reel life, exploitation as a structural problem

e Justice K. Hema Committee report,
which was released by the Kerala
government on August 19, 2024, has

ignited i debate on the issues faced by
women in Malayalam flm industry. The
committee, which was formed in 2017, had
submitted its report 1o the government in 2009 A
redacted verston of the report has now been put
up in the public domain. Though it addresses the
Issues faced by women in the vernacular films,
the issues transcend these boundaries.

Broadly, the report deeals with two categories
of issues, The first is the sexual exploitation of
and assault agalnst women in cinema, The report
siays that women are often required to exchange
sexual fvours for opportunities and those
women who refuse to ‘co-operate’ ane shdelined
Trom the industry at the instance of powerful
men, The second ks discriminatory practices
against women and a lack of even basic facilities.
The report has facilitated a long overdue
discussion on the lack of gender equality for
women at the workplace, The brutal incident of
thee rape and murder of a doctor at a hospital in
Kolkata alse reinforces the need for this
conversation.

Culture of assault

The concerns raksed n the Hema Commines
report are disturbing, yet e not surprising. They
are an extenslon of the problems women face ina
conservative, patriarchal society such as ours.
Women ane burdened by stereotypes and
expectations about how they should behave, This
s whiy it is problematic to consider instances of
sexual assaubt on women as isolated. Viewed this
wary, rape must not be considered only asa crime
committed by a bad man but as a culmination too
of the social practices which deem the consent of
wonmen to be practically irrebevant. A righd

With the Congress making the fom of
the old scheme a central piece of its politics, the
BIP was pushed to the comer. A committee bed
by former Finance Secretary and Cabinet Secre-
tiry-designate TV, Smmn.ull.ln cbwlst-d i bl

and

listhe approach to sexual assault often
distracts attention from this reality, Ranging from
whiat to wear and what friends w have, individual
choice s too often stolen from women, Rape is
Iln.' |:T||r.||.'$t manifestation of this approach < not

path that involves empl

enhanced share from the Lulln The Unified
Pension Scheme (UPS), approved by the Cabinet,
promises a pension of 50% of the avwerage basic
frary of the last 12 months before retirement and a
minimum pension of U000 for those who
worked for at least 10 years. The Centre’s share
tonwarreds the scheme was increased from 14% un-
der the NPS w 18.5%, which Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has said will ensure government em-
phoyees dignity and financial security, The BIP
and the government should note that no reform
can be sustainable without broad pelitical con-
semsus, Social security for older people must cov-
er the widest segment of the population. Govern-
ment employees are an organised pressure
group, and having managed to restore their gua-
ranteed pension, they should wholeheartedly
weleome the UPS, rather than protest agalnst em-
ployee contribution.

Catalyst for change

The Hema Committee report _shnuhl
help reform the film indusiry

t diffe polnts of time, come events
A that have Ihe potential to shape the fu-
ture. Whether these catalysts fulfil that
potentlal to the fullesi extent or not s In the
Tands of the peaple in their vortex, The Justice K,
Hema Committes report that studied the ssues
faced by women in cinema, could well be one
such catalyst. The three-member commiitee was
constituted i 2007, based on a petition submbtted
by the Kerali-based Women in Cinema Collec-
tive, and submitted its report two years later. It
was released last week, several paragraphs re-
dacted, and containg unsurprising and yet dis-
wirbing revelations about the state of affaies in the
film Indlustry - discrimination, explodiation and
sexual harassment of women. The term ‘casting
conich’, hatched in Hollywood, has become re-
pugnantly accepied as a cuphembsm for sexual
Tavours in exchange for a role in flms. Justiee He-
ma paints out that making the exchange of sexual
Tavouirs the passkey for entry into the eld isell,
anvd normalising it and conflating it with consen-
suil sesoual activity, makes the industry inherent-
Iy exploltative. The report deals also with other
inequitiies that dissdvantage women in the indus-
try, including the lack of essential facilities such
as tollets, changing rooms, safe transportation,
and siccommodation at the shiooting spot which
are violative of the right to privacy; and discrim-
ination in remuneration, and a lack of binding
contractual agreements. These affect the range of
wornen across the industry - sctors, wechnleians,
make-up artists, dancers, support staff, and par-
ticularly so, women lower in the pecking order,
The way ahead ks not as murky as the hole that
the film industry, here Malayalam, seems to find
itself in. The government has decided 1o consti-
|ulv=| special investigation wam to go into the ac-
ol While the g

wormen as persons of autonomy and
dlp\ily The normalisation of ohjectification and
gender stereotypes has a central role in
perpetating sexual assault against women,
According to the National Crime Records Bureau,
0,516 cases of rape are reported in 2022 in India
= areported rape inevery 16 minutes, Workplace
harassment is another reflection of this culture of
assault,

In the context of workplice assault, in Vishaka
and Ors vs State OF Rajasthan aid Ors (1997), a
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The findings in
the K. Hema
Committes

repornt st

Industry: the
government
necds o take
an effective role
in this

writ petition was filed to enforce the rights of
working women against sexual harassment. A
serfes of guidelines was prescribed by the
Supreme Court of lndia < 2 unbque kind of
Juddicial begislation - 1o prevent workplace
harassment. These included duties on the
employer to prevent assault as well as the
constitution of a complaint redress mechanksm
Tor aggrieved persons.

It ook more than 16 years thereafter for the
legislature 1o enact The Sexual Harassment of
Wormen at Workpl, Prohibition
and Redressal Act, 2(1!1 A nu:nh\le feature of the
legislation ks that It provides for the constitution
of an intermal complaints committee (ICCH which
«can be approached by the aggrieved woman, The
definition of ‘workplace’ in section 2(0) of the Act
Is broad enough to take i the film industry as
well.

The Justice Hema Committee report has
however indicated thit the 1CG is not suitable for
woanien in the film industry. It is argued that there
Is a likelihood of the abuser or the employrr

1 The

thie judgment in Niprn Saxera would govern the
fiehcl. In the judgment, the Court said that the
obrject of the provision is to protect survivors
from haostile discrimination and future
harassment. This being the L of the land, the
Kerala government must take a proactive role in
the matter after sensitising iesel! in the matter.

The right to privacy is an integral part of the
right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution
(Puttaswimy, 2017), The statements were given by
severall victims in the belief that this anonymity
will be maintained. The right o decide whether
to pursue a criminal case does lie with the victim.
It is true that in our criminal justice system, the
state initkates prosecution against the accused,
arguing and conducting the case on behalf of the
wictim. However, even if the state imvestigates the
crime, It becomes quite difficult to prove a crime
without the cooperition of the victim,

Why survivors are often reluctant to pursue
complaints in the case of sexual assault is
important for us to recognise. A society which
laoks at survivors of sexual assault, with

Influencing 10C
therefore, pleads for an independent forum
constituted by the government to deal with the
problems faced by women in cinema,

However, this ks o problem that any 1CC faces
.m:l is not ulllqm:wﬂw Industry, While

misg A eanpathy and disgust, instead of
support and trust, probably has no moral
standing o demand that the survivor must
necessarily Lwnch the complaint. We all share
ibility For mar 7 this
status cquo. Moreover, trials in sexual assault cases

15 ef might takee years to complete, which are attributable to
help .ﬂlwiatc the problem, the Wm: L4 the high degree of judicial pendency in our
overlook the ¢ . redress country. Bear in mind that the Hema Committee
s fi lated by i parll ¥ was formed after the sexual assault allegation
legislation seens unwise, against a beading Malayalam cinema actor, the
trial of which is not yet completed. Survivors also
Registration of crimes fiear postential retaliation from the abuser and
Many have 1 the lack of a reg of | others, in terms of refusal to give them work, and

crimes pursuant 1o the commitiee report. They
ask why an investigation Is not initiated and why
the accused canmot be brought to justice. The
concern is sensible, The report is a moddified
wersion which redacted the names of survivors
andd the culprits, Masking the names of survivors
Is done in recognition of the principle of survivor
anonymity, 4 well-acoepted norm in criminal
Jurisprudence on sexual assaubt. Anomymity will
remaln intact during the investigation and
prosecition as well.

In Nipun Saxeria vs Union OF India (2018), the
Supreme Court explained the importance of
pemalisation of the disclosure of the name and the
Identity of the survivors of sexual offences as
mandated in Section 2284 of the Indian Penal
Code, which ks now refterated in Sections 72 and
73 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. Since the
provisions are substantially the same, the ratio of

being branded as ‘problemmakers.

Stroctural reforms

The accusations in 07 against Harvey
Weinstein, the American film producer, had
eventually led 1o the #MeToo movement which
received global attention. The findings in the
Hema Committee report must pave the way for
structural reforms, for which the government
miast take an effective lead, The difficulties faced
by women in the industry, particularly these in
the lower strata as opposed to the lead actresses
deserve acknowledgment. From the lack of
adecquate sanitation lanlllk’s 1o hostile bias, every
Issue needs comy ive sty and resoluth
More importantly, the report will accelerate the
Indian woman's strugghe against workplace
diserimination by equipping her with an
emboldened awareness,

New-age gateway devices, the latest health threat

Tat happens when a portrayed
wmuhlw alternathve nirms out 1o be

more dangerous than the original?
This is precisely what is happening with new-ige
gateway devices such as e-cigareties, vaping pens,
Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems, or ENDS,
heat-not-burn (HNB) devices and other leated
todceo products (HTPs). All these devices were
portrayed to offer 5 healthier alternative 1o
smaoking that would make it easier 1o guit
tobacco. But the reality is quite different. Instead,
they have caused a public health crisis, causing
physical harm and affecting the mental well-being
of children,

A new pandemic

Instead of helping people quit tobacco, the
manufacturers of these new-age gateway devices
have discovered a lucrative market - childnen.
This has bed to a sunge in youth vaping, creating a
new pandemic, For example, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in
203, eclgarettes were the most commonly used
tobaceo product amonyg middle and high school
stusdents in United States, with 2.1 milllon (7.7%)
stundents using e-cigarettes, inclading 5,50,000
(i1.6%) middle school students, These devioes are
now getting a new generation hooked on nicotine
and exposing them to potential long term health
CONSUQLENCes,

Chilldren have been lured into trying and
becoming addicted to e-cigarettes and vaping
devices through a targeted marketing of flavours
such as strawberry, cotton candy, pop rocks, and
lemonade. In addition o alleged predato
marketing tactics, mental health issues and the
negative effects of excessive technology use are
also driving some children twwards these devices,

The psychological factors affecting children
operate on two levels.

First, children are increasingly susceptible o
new-age devices from an early age, What was
once an adolescent concer, for engaging in

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

would do well to ignore the commitiee’s recom:
mendation on doing away with internal come
plaints committees for each flm project, it must
act on suggestions that call for provision of essen-
tial facilitles and for structural reforms within the
fitm industry, including professionalising it
Nothing will change unbess the state gets involved
meaningfully in creating an equitable work space
for men and women, in an industry dominated
by people with great power and money, who
Thave so far refuted the existence of such a power
cartel or have remained silent. Each of the issues
raised must be taken cognisance of, and acted
uponm. As with the #MeToo movement,, Justice He-
ma's report his the potential of being a catalyst to
enmable scores of women to speak up. It behoves
the state to ensure that their complaints are nog
gnored, or worse still; used against them.

L)

Bhavna Barmi
a clinkcal pyyehologist
and Foundor,

Happiness Studio

alternative 1o
stmoking and
quitting tabacen.
these deviees
are now causing
a public health
crisks among
yong people

1 act and developing addictive
nndemks b shiftec, with even those under 10
years of age now showing signs of vulnerability.
The age group most at risk remains between 10
and 20 years old, a demographic that
manufscturers allegedly exploit through
appealing advertising and entielng vaping
flavours,

‘The colourful imagery created by these
new-age gateway devices suggests that these
prosducts will bring happiness and elevate one's
sockal status in the lives of targeted children. In
their eagerness to fit in, children often prioritise
peer preferences over their own, leading them 1o
embrace vaping and other harmful behaviours,
Those who vape are more likely to experdence
Feelings of loneliness and soclal isolation when
compared 1o thelr peers who abstain from these,

paychological factors contribute to a
troulding surge in children being drawn o
enticing electronic devices such as vapes and
echarettes.

A gateway to danger

The second aspect is the impact that such habits
will hivve on the physical and mental well-being of
children. While physical impacts such as hung
damage and the spread of e-clgarette or vaping
wseassociated hung infury (EVALD have become
evident, we also need to shine the spotlight on
the mental impact on children dise to these
new-age gateway devices,

The Australian Institute of Family Studies, an
Australian Government statutory agency, has said
that evidence indicates that vaping has negative
effects on people who use e-cigareties, With
Increasing rates of e-clgarette usage in Australia
and worldwide, such new-age gatewary devices
are associated with mental health challenges such
its depressive symptoms, anxlety, perceived
stress, and sulcide-related behaviours among
adolescents, Key risk factors inchade friends”

| positive attitudes towards vaping and parental

smoking. E-cigarettes are highly addictive,
partiewlarly for mdividuals up to around the ;
of 25, This i a developmental stage which makes
them especially vulnerabbe to structural and
chemical changes induced by nicotine addiction,
Onee addiction takes root, it can inerease the
likelibood of developing ther substance use
disrders later in life, ereating a cyele.

What s insiche these new-age gateway devices
that ks causing more addiction?

survey's findings

I November 2082, JAMA Network Open, a
medical journal published by the American
Medical Association, revealed after a survey of
150,000 plus 1 I that more adol 1]
e-ciganetbe users reported using their first tobacco
product within five minutes of waking when
compared to users of cigarettes and other
tobaceo products combined, This finding
Tighlights the strong grip that nicotine addiction
huis on the adolescent brakn,

The study further sabd that e-ciganettes ane
highly engineered drug delivery devices designed
to create and sustain addiction. Later versions of
e-ciganettes, especially after 2015, started i more
efficient delivery of nicotine. The addition of
beenizoke ackl ton thee micotine e-diguid |:rlxh.1u's

d micotine, which ent
addictive potential by making it easier fnr users 10
infhiale signiftcant quantities of nicotine - levels
that are difficult to achieve with traditional
cigarettes or earlier e-cigarette models. This
results in heightened addiction and an increased
mental dependency on these devices,

These new-age gateway devices are also being
used 1o experiment with harder substances such
as cannabis, and even cocaine and heroin, Many
children, wenmgers, amd even parents mistakenly
believe that vaping only lnvolves harmbess water
varpour and pleasant favours, The reality is far
more sinkster and can lead o lifetime of
substance abuse isswes,

- »

d i Lateral entry into the MLAS/MPs, The government | Governor’s sanction material, Otherwise, it with the Council of

The outcome of the general | bureaucracy, This proves needs to evolve a uniform The moot question is would be a farce, The Ministers.
election and the possible beyond doubt that it was pension policy without whether, contrary to the President and the Crwver the last decade, the
big challenge from the arrogance that drove the scope for politics. advice given by the Council |~ Governors are bound by the | Governor’s role has become
0 ition in the A bly in its earlier Kshirasagara Balaji Rao, of Ministers, the Governor aid and advice of the Governor's rule as the ruling
elections ahead appear to terms, Anyhow though, Hyderabad could have accorded Counckl of Ministers, BJP has routinely used
have forced the government | better Late than never’. sanction for the prosecution | However, under Article Gowernors to destabilise
at the Centre to take the 5.K, Khosla, Ukraine and Russia of the Kamataka Chief 163(1), the Govemor can Opposition-ruled States,
decision to grant assured Charsdigarh Ukraine President Minister, Siddaramaiah, for exencise his discretion This has been destructive of
penskon — now known as Volodymyr Zelenskyy alleged corruption, Sanction | whenever itis required. But | the federal structure and
the *Unified Pension Government employees are | reportediy has put the onus | should be based on he has to give valid reasons | the rule of law, and all
Scheme’ (Page 1, "Assured overpaid and have nil or on India to try and ensure investigation and strong as to why he is disagreeing principles of constitutional
pensions return as govl. least accountability and that it is Russia that ends accountability.
backtracks on NPS™, August | productivity. Their demands | the war (Inside pages, Sorviction i Canpias Py M.G.R, Prasad,
25). It is perhaps the fearof | are for more financial August 24). It is not clear as :;e‘"m 1megim‘m::“‘w:g&m Chennal
losing power that hasmade | benefits. It is a fact that to how Indfa will react to with 176} 175 cvers. Letters emalled 1o
this government backtrack heavy amounts are spent this. letteru@thehindu con
even on other issues towards pensions for T.M. Uday Shankar, Tha ity £ s st g b e by Botaghat must cary the full postal
Inluding the scheme of government employecsand | Hyderabad e R S address,

a@ & -l 00 - » - -
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One election, many questions

PM's I-Day speech has brought the issue back to political centrestage.
But the proposal of simultaneous polls needs more careful debate

S Y QURAISHI

THE ISSLIE OF simuiltaneous elections, which
has been hanging fire for over a decade, has
new been placed on the precipice of the Red
Fort by the Prime Minister in his
Independence Day speech this year, He has
renewed his resolve to implement the kdea
asso0n as possible, most likely by the 2029
general elections.

As far back as in 2013, even before be-
mmmg the prime minister, Narendra Modi
had imuiltaneou:
elections Rn'scw:rd reasons, m'lm]_',' because
of the Tor-
midmlummanh'lry Since then, sev-
eral committees have gone into the subject
and have not been able tofind an acceptable
solutioe. The last such effort is a high-level
eommittee headed by the formes president
of India, Ram Nath Kovind. The mandate of
this comimittes was not to debate the pros
and consof the proposal, but fo suggest con-
crete ways o implement iL

The .

neous elections in the country, it pmposl:d
necessary to the G i

port in record time, as mandated. Notified
onSeptember 2, 2023, it worked on the sub-
ject for 191 days and gave its 18,626 page-
Jonig reporton March 14, 2024, its members
included eminent persons from diverse
backgrounds. It invited suggestions from
registered political parties and expents on
law, including former chief justices, former
chief election commissieners and state
election commissioners.

Suggestions were also invited from the
publlc The Bar Council of India,

ian Incustry, i
ot Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, etc, were all given the opportunity
o present their points of view,

According to the report, 21,558 responses
were received, of which 80 per cont werein
favour of simultaneous elections. Responses
were also received from 47 palitical parties,
o whom 32 Evoured the systemand 15 op-
pased it, calling it anti-democratic and anti-
federal The opposing political parties ex-
prcssl:d appmhrnsluns that it will

gional parties, the
dnminanl:radmnm:al pamr: and result in
apresic Based on

these Enputs and in- :Iq:ﬂ:r:&can:h ananaly-
sis was undertaken.

were of the opinion mal separate chotions
cause a waste of resources, Though the ma-
Jjority of expert opinion held that amend-
ments would need to be made to the
Constitution and related laws, they empha-
ised that suc wents will not be anti-
democratic or anti-federal, they will not be
opposed to the basic structure of the
Constitution, and will not result in a presi-
dential form of government.,
Thie best thing abouwt the Report bs that it
is exhaustive [with anneures in 21 volumes ),
and has faithfully reproduced all opinions,

and relevant laws. |t suggested a new article
iI'| the Comstitulion, namely 824, which says,

di alrythmg [: in
Artic] and 172, all the h
blies comstituted in any general election hekd
after the appointed date shall come to an end
on the expiry of the full term of the house of
the people”, In an explanation, the commit-
e clarified that the expression “simultane-
ous elections™ shall mean general election
comprising Lok Sabha and all Vidhan Sabha
elections together — keaving cut Panchayat
elections. For thelatter, it proposes elections

“weithin hundred days”.

With due respect, that does not amount
to simultaneous electione. In fact, the pro-
posed remedy is worse than the disease.
First, you dre beaving out over three million
clected representatives against the 5,000in-
chuded. Then, an election three months later
sa new election, with all the required *han-
dobast”. Polling stations will have to be set
up again, polling parties will have to be se-
lected and trained and security depl oyed all
over again. Al within theee months, when
the 15 million staff would have hardiy recow-
ered from the Fatigue of whatis officially de-
scribed as the largest management exercise
in the world. More importantly, the voters
would have to come to the booth again,
Many of them cannot come from oetside so
quickly again.

The report also says, “where any state leg-
islative assemibly is dissobved on account of
no confidence mation, a hung house, or any
other event, fresh elections will be held for

5 -

suC with

of the house of the people.” This doesn't ob-

viate a midterm poll Imagine candidates

spending cmmso!‘mpcﬁ on an election for

atmunc

Thisis certainty not a simultaneous clcnu:ln
The committee has, however, done well

past maldng it
ful document. The committee gave a unani-
meas opinion that there should be simulta-

[ ise the need for a single ebec-
toral roll, through amendment to Articke 325,
since the voters for all three tiers are the

T |
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

"By opting, for seriousness, rather than rhetoric ar knockabout, Ms Harris showed
that she measures up to what matters most about the presidency.. Now, though,
the Democrats must put the balloons and the Kamala merchandise aside, and

kick om... This is her party now, "

~THE GUARDIAN

Amid the despair,
the stirring

The crime at a hospital in the heart of Kolkata
shows up government failures and abdications.
But people's protests offer hope

ADHIR RANJAN
CHOWDHURY

NOT MANY MAY be aware of the l.u:tlha! R
G Kar Medical and b

Ewvery institution is hijecked by the ruling
ic eus
between rulers, lnwmiakers, criminals and
Lawkeepers, When the line between the
pa.rryulﬁ:r and the thana gets blurred, the
social compa
state breaks down The Chicf Minister set-
ting out on a podyrtro fils to instil a sense
of security or hope. Instead, it becomes a
symbaol of state abdication.
As a public mp«rscntauu‘m the Lok
Litive

terms before the 18th Lok Sabha elcl:r.ml.

after Dr Radha Gobinda Kar, the Renalssance
man of medical science in British-ruled
Bengal. Kar dedicated his life towards mak-
ing the healthcare system accessibie to the
people of Bengal, Today, doctors, staff, su-

adau,g)lnzr what

nuty w:th an |Ilusmms tradition of respect
for women. Where women have claimed
the public e their

mother states Where almist a contury agn,

State Election Commissioners" — certainly
mot an uncomplicated task,

The committee has noted the EC's "de-
tailed requirements of equipment such as
EVM, VWPAT, polling personnel, security
forces, election materials etc” along with ex-
penditure estimates. Although] couldn’t find
the amount, it's olnious that we will noed at
least three times the number of current EVMS
and VVPATS. Their costwould be tremendous
and should have been spele out and com-
mented upon, since culting costs was basi-
cally one of the

With such dilution. the proposal for si-
multancous elections has hsnu muml an-

rural or urban, everyone is invested in the
future being a place where their childrenane
safe and can follow their dreams, Parallels

i edu-

wasthe

* * T T * * * * dents, the entine city, women — not justin— revolutionary leader Matangini Hazra stood
armesthecountry i up to imperialist rulers and paid with her
to push for what Kar envisaged. Drawing Bl The architecots of the Renaissance, social
strenpth from their grief, uaumaandslmr_k reformer Raja Ram Mohan Roy, writer
ower terofapost-gr IL1b|n:IranarhTag:|t physicist Satyendra
o, thekr foat d MNath Bose, pos
Lk Smskammar — tostand up for their rights. cationist Rnki:ya Sakhawat Hossain, all
This is remarkable. In these divided  brought sbour adeop awakening across the
same. Thisvirtually s al bodies' times, their cause oacrss  country: Indeed, the Bergal Prow
ECH*mno with Lot right orcentre, poorerich,  nerve centre of the cultural Renasissance in

Endia in the run-ug to Independence.
Theepicentre of the current protestsis a
Imspn:a] that's part nfmﬁ: same history: Kar,

Thave rape-
mamrder and the Delhi rapein 2012 That was
m an empty bus being steered along the

havin honours in medical
sclcm:r Imm the I.InlwmryotE:hnburyl.
ineinthe

Tluswas ima hnsplhﬂ in thchcanuhhr:cry
There are several deeply disquicting as-
pects tothe incident, sympmmnrd“hl

Lk But hed

Bengal, to dedicate his life to serving the
poar. It was because of his rebentiess cam-
paign to raise ﬁ.lmis!‘iumlhr rich and his
in

Bengal's steady " tonesartds
deteriaration. | know this as someone who
has spent decadesi in public life here: | ha\vt'

thaority, Playing with
cratu: system and the Constitution is a
ise. If the proposal was

Playing with an estal
democratic system and the
Constitutionisa
questionable exercise, 1f the
priposal was sincere, why
have all the elections been
profonged in the last 10

rears? Why have Himachal
and Gujarat clections, which
weere always held
simultanenusly, been
repeatedly segregated and
why have the pending
elections not been clubibed,
as was always the practice?
It puts a question mark on
the sincerity of the proposal
put forward in the name of
national interest. The nexe
logical demand could be,
why not one nation one
political party, or one
nation one leader.

sincere, why haveall the elections been pro-

longed in the last 10 years? Why have

Himachal and Guarat elections, which werne
+ b

segregated and why have the pending elec-
tions mot been clubbed, as was always the
practice? It puts a question mark on the sin-
cerity of the proposal put forward in the
name of national interest. The next logical
demand could be, why not one nation one
peclitical party, of one nation one leader.

On a side note, many people have ques-
tioned dragging the formers President of India
into what is obwiously a sarkari committee,
They consider it disrespect to the highest
constituti Ihad also
pressed my concern that drapgging the for-
mer Rashtrapati into a government commit-
teewas inappropriate. Ewryum: kenows that

T are sub-
ject o clenical scrutiny by a section officer
and judicial scrutiny, if challenged. But that is
besides the point.

The writer ufwmcrﬁwfﬂzmun

Commi mittior af India’s
Expl:nmr:ntw‘]th Democracy — the Life of
a Mation Throwgh its Elections

The ease of financing

Second phase of MUDRA loans should target greater equity, deepen financial literacy

GOURAV VALLABH

THE PRADHAN MANTRI MUDRA Yojana
(PMMY) was launched in 2015 by the
Narendra Mnﬂiguwmmunt The |n:nanv|:.
which focuse
provided collateral-free micro-loans up to
RleInlshandsuppnmdnun'mm.lsm and
it W024has
|ncicascdlhclmmmm s 20k
The Budget has targeted the schemae's
Tarun category for enhancement, doubding
thie upper loan limit to Rs 20 Lakh. The maove
i set to benefit those who have already
availed of and repasd previous MUDRA loans
under this catepory: i is time o meove owards

skills ey

pecialyi thas preneurs, ervimmment i
ene The total roof MUDRA loans per Data analytics and beneficiary tracking sys-
the development of small basinesses. year has increased o i since the ild aicl in i iy | support

Despite its success, MUDRA L0 faced sev-
erald Onecritical issy

scheme’s inception, barring FY21, the yearof

ing that benefits reached the intended tar-
et groups, particularly the smallest and
most marginalised entrepreneurs. While the
scheme disbursed over 47 crore loans, the
uptake was skewed, Rural and remote re-

the ic In Y22, thcml expo-

ByFYZDZiI tlusrmsscd the Rs 5 lakh crome
mark. Howiever, maintaining quality credit
appraizal processes amidst increased lend-
m,gpn:nml:s remains challenging.

heneed
fise mare focused outreach. In 2021-22, the
top 10 districts were sanctioned more than
Rs 26,000 crore. This is about the same as

financial literacy of benefic-
aries was another significant challenge.
Mamy first-time bormowers lack the knowd-
edge tomanage their loans effectively, kead-
ing to defaults and financial mismanage-
ment. Only 27 per cent of the country's
population is financially literate, The abifity
to manage loans is, therefore, limited. This
has resulted in loan defaults and misman-

a new version of the sd:cmr: MUDRA 20, ma.tsan:mm:d for tlwbomm!lﬂd::ﬂm
But 1, that year, indi
cess of MUDRA 1.0, tackle its challenges and credit across n:gnons. Imdequalc mﬂmbu(—
supgests ways to enhance its benefits. ing andi

The first phase of the scheme dishursed  misuse of funds. However,the prupumund
overRs 27.75 lakh crore to 47 c and thr icder the B

% Thi i anthyim- wit 361 per cent in Fy21

paaed the grassroots economy and offered w!lpcrmil in P24,

financial lifelines to a section of population
wrhich had earlier been excluded from for-
mal credit systems, It inclusive approach is
a key teature of the scheme. About 69 per
cent of the MUDRA loan accounts are held
by women. and 51 per cent belong to SC/ST
and OBC entrepreneurs. Focusing on mar-
ginalised groups has helped promote gen-
derequality and foster social equity, allowing
a wider section of socicty to participate in
the country’s economic growth. The initia-
tive has alsobeen crucial increating jobs, es-

From FY 20 to FY 22, NPAs under the
Kishaone category {Ioans ranging between Rs
50,001 and Rs 5 lakh) and Shishu category
(Ioans up to s 50,000) made up mare than
75 per cent of the bad loans under the
scheme. The NPA percentage of the Kishorne
category was consistently above 4 per cent
from FY20 to FY22, whereas the combined
NPvwas 2.53 percent, 3,61 per cent and 3.17
per cent for FY20,F¥21 and FY24. The h higher

hlnds Thl:lal:k ofa robust credit

itant to Imd. further constraining the growth
of small enterprises,

Im light of this experience, MUDRA 2.0
should viden its scope, imarove its effective-
s, and establisha mbust support system for
nmcru—mmprtncm For this, a focused out-

prises in need of assist inerthe
cause of empowerment.

MUDRA 2.0 should intraduce nation-
wide i:nannai literacy programmes cover-
ir savings, credit
investment strategies, and digital literacy.
T}ns W|II CIMPOWET CHtTepreneurs W’llh rhc

tage their

tively, reduce default rates, imprense finan-
cial health, and enhance business opera-
tions. MUDRA 2.0 should include the
Enhanced Credit Guarantee Scherne (ECGS )
to encourage banks to lend more to small
and microenterprises. This scheme prvides
a credit guarantee and reduces the risk for
financial institutions.

MUDRA 20 should implement a Robust
Monitoring and Evaluation Framework
(RMEF} leveraging technology totrack loan
disbursements, utilisation, and repayments
im real-timee, This will cnsure transpanency,
minimise misuse, and improve the
scheme's efficiency, building stakeholder
trust. The RMEF will also include benefici-

upin rural and semi-urbian areas, They can
function as centres where micro-entrepre-
NEUrS can access comprebensiae services, in-
dudmgﬁrwu:ul literacy Programmes, men-

NPz uncher the Shist

are due to a lack of business and

orsip By

these t Ancreatean

-

ary impact IRASUINE SOCH-
economic outcomes and provide msights
for policy enhancements.

The weriter is Professor of Finanee,

LRI Xarvier Schoal of Management
and a B[ mernber

have
this, | hn\ll: n.'slsu:d this. So when Ch]r:l'

Minister M. Banerjee writes to Prime. Bengal Hmlun{" h
Minister ldng for atougher [

pooT
nixtth Kolkata that made the hospital aboon
for those in need. Established in 1886.as the
Calcutta School of Medicine, it was in 1948,

Wiest

law apgainst mpe, Dwish to remind her that
law and oeder is on the Concurrent List, that
the pofice are under herwatch,

tal Present A
Thiat's why | hold hope. The RG Kar rape-
mﬂrdcldnmn t nmdmbcjuslastamr_lt
public it

is under her government. When her
nephew and party potentate Abhishek
Banerjee says “hooliganism and vandalism™
have "exceeded all acceptable limits” and
ards, that the rapises “whe don't deserve to
live in society, should be dealt with eith

calling for change, one that demancds safer
public spaces, better governance in the state
and a more peaceful social order. In the
picket lines, we have seen everyone: Girls,
women, boys, mm all spcaimlgup sponta-

through encounterorby hangmg”, [wishto
tell him that these waords ring hollow, This
call fior vigilante justice deesn't betray sin-
cerity, it is bluster mearnt to conceal a larger
rot in the system, a rot that his party has
helped nurture,

Violence, including crime against
womien, hasbecome grist tothe state’s po-
liticad mill. just ook at the string of incidents
< E r_ i

it licit and ac-

muchl:d by the corrupt syndicates led by
ﬂu:rullngchhc These operate atall Jevels —
fromua city o aremaote vil-
lage —with ill-gotten wealth. Not just that.

neousty at the ri \disted orar-
rested, Cr the

D sure that these protests ane not in vain,
As a politician, | know that change is never
easy but | also know that when people de-
cide o speakup, tostand up, tonot be afraid
of any threat or mtimidation, change is in-
evitable. For, this is Bengal's history, its pres-
et and it will remainits futune,

The writerwis Lok Sabtio MP for fiwe
comserutive e, former Minister of State
Jor Roihwazys. He waes chairpersan of the
Public Accounts Cormmitter of Parliarment in
the 17th Lok Sabha; and served as president
of Vst Bengal Prodesh Congress
Committee. Views ane persamal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A VISION FOR THE US
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Kamala
Harris” (1E, August 24), With LS Vice-
President Kamala Harris formally ac-
cepting the Democratic Party’s nomi-
nation, the battle lines are clearly
drawn. Her rival, Republican Donald
Trump had locked virtually unstop-
pable until last month, However,
things have changed drastically over
the past few weeles. The Demincrats ane
now back on track, and Trump has
every reason to feel jittery. Kamala
ticked the right boxes in her accept-
ance speech. Trump knows very well
that Harris will spare no opportunity
to tear into him for his alleged crimes
and misdemeanours, Neverthebess,
Harris needs to come up with a work-
able action plan to chart a “new way
frward™ for America.

55 Paul, Martia

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Kamala
Harris'{[E, August 24 ). In her acceptance
h, Harris warned Americans about
the "extremely serious”™ consequences
of putting an "unseriows man” back in
the White House. 1nhis tradermark over-
the-top stybe, rival Donald Trump won-
dered whether she was talking about
him. The chans during his years in the
Ol Office and the attack on the Capitol
alter the 2020 election are fresh in the
minds of Americans, Thus, Trump will
thave to pulla new rabhitout of hishat o
counter Harms's growing popularity. As
per anew poll, her favourabéity ratings
have gone up. But mere Trumgp-bashing
is not the way. She needs more to con-
vince American ctizens.
Khokan Das, Knfkata

JEK ELECTIONS
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'The
Gupkar stranglehold’ (IE, August 24),
Each political party is independent to
choose its allies based on its assess-
ment of political dividend in the elec-
tions, The writer's criticism of the
Congress for allying with Mational
Confrrence (NC) is o obfuscate its asso-
cation with NC and PDP in H)clPasL In
the Lok Sabhach
tion, people have demonstrated their
preference for ballot rather than boy-
cott. What isworth remembering is the
fact that since the abrogation of Article
370, J&I was directly ruled by the PM
Modi-led BIP government at the
Centre, henoe the Assembly E|l:ElILrI'I

bear 1o both
the abrogation and development. So,
the jury is stilf out on the PMs.claim of
“MNaya Kashmir”,

LK Murmu, Mew Defhi

REWARD TALENT

THIS REFERS TO the article, Treath ofa
reform’ {IE, August 24}, The policy of
lateral entry should continue as ex-
perts and others with experience in
ditferent ficlds are required to push
India on the path of development.
Former PM Manmohan Singh was also
brought in through this system. The is-
suc should not be linked with caste
politics but priority should be ac-
cortded tothe people capable of taking
the country to the highest echelons of
economy, technology and other social
sectors. Mo political affiliation should
matter in awarding assignmenits.
Mew Deihi
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BECAUSE THE

TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

REFRAMING PENSION

Unified Pension Scheme draws on earlier frameworks,
but raises the risk of higher burden on the exchequer

N RECENT YEARS, the multiparty consensus that had led to the ushering in of

pension reformsin the 2000s appeared to have unravelled, Several state govern-

mienis such as Rajasthan, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and Chhattisgarh had an-

niamced a shift back tothe old pension scheme, as the damour against the new
pensicn scheme by a small bubvocal section of the electorate gained traction. [n respanse,
the Union government announced in March 2023 the setting up of a commitiee to look
into the entire gamut of issues, and suggest a way forveand. On Saturday, afew months af-
terthe frac of eliection, and in the run-up o key by elections,
the Union cabimet approved a newUnified Pension Scheme (UPS} for central government
employees, While the scheme has incorporated elements from both the old and the new
pemsion scheme, it has partially rolled back some of the more fiscally appealing, hard-
won features of the Mational Pension System.

Under the unified pension scheme, government employees will receive a “defined
bemefit™ — a pension equivalent to 50 per cent of their average basic pay drawn in the
year prior to retirement. To fimance this, there will also be 3 “defined contribution” — the
government will now contribaste 18.5 per cent of the basic salary of employees, up from
B per cent, while empboyees will continue to contribate 10 per cent, 5o while this new
scheme will be unkile the unfunded OPS, and may also benefit from greater clarity, assur-
ing a“defined benefit”,a key feature of both the okd pension scheme and the ururl:d pl:n-
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WorDLY WISE
1’!7;‘\(‘.17_. COMMERCE AND HONEST FRIENDSHIP WITH
ALL NATIONS; ENTANGLING ALLIANCES WITH NONE.
— THIMAS |EFFERSCN

On an upward arc

Whoever wins US election, Delhi must build on what is

now its most consequential global partnership

C Raja MOHAN

INDIA IS ARGLIABLY better placed than mostof
America’s partners to deal with the incipient
poditical change of guand in Washington.
Whether it is the Republican candidate, for-
mer President Donald Trump, or the Demo-
cratic nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris,
wio wins the Novernber election, India's re-
lations are unkikely w face any disraption.
Unlike America’s allies in Europe and Asia
wiho worry about the retum of Trumg, India
has strengthened its relationship with the US
under both the Trump and Biden administra-
tions. Delhi, therefiore, has reasoms ko be con-
fident about continasty inies ties with the LS.
Vet change is the only enduring kw n}dv_' um—
verse, and Delhi must
either incremental or radical changes within
domesticlIS pofitics that could affect relations.
Inedia's redations with the LS have been on
anwpward arc since President Bill Clintonvis-
ited India in March 2000, Presidents George
W BushiRepublican |, Barack Obama | Demo-
cratic), Tnsmp [chuhl:can endjun Biden

sionscheme raises the possibility of the fisczl burden on the inc

will have to make up for any shortfalls. The government has said that the new scheme will
entailan additional outgoof Rs 6,250 crore in the frst year, and Rs 800 crore as arrears for
‘the emiploy ity retired = ion of NPS. The ill increase
further if state government employees are onboard — as of March 2023, NPS had 238
lakh ceniral government subscribers, and 8.7 lakh state government subscribers,

The share of expenditure aliocated towards pensions is already a sizeable portion of
the budpets of Union and state governments. In 2023-24, the central and state govern-
ments had allocated Rs 2.3 lakh crore and Re 5.2 lakh crore respectively for pensions. Put
together, for all states and Union Territories, allocations to pension were estimated at 12
per cent of their revenue expenditure in 2023-24 — in the case of states like Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala and Uttar Pradesh, itis much higher. A retumn to defined benefits, which
essentially imvolves providing generous benefits toonly a tiny section of the labour force,
uns the risk of not just increasing the burden on the exchequer, but akso further con-
straining the space for spending on other avenues.

MOMENTOUS IN Ky1v

PM Modi's visit is a step towards rebalancingand de-
hyphenating India's engagement with Russia and Central Europe
RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's talks with the President of Ukraine,
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in Kyivmust be seen as the beginning of a long overdue
rebalancing in India’s rlations with Russia and Ulraine, That no Indian Pime

| Democratic)

Inndia, Atal Bihar Vajpayee (BJFL Manmohan
Singh [Comngress ), and Narendra Modi (B[P
have also been as committed to the decpen-
ing of the partnership.

The US is now the maost comprehensive
and consequential partmer for India, China is
alarge trading partner but itis also the biggest
comiributor o India's trade deficit. Delhiisalso
locked in a semi-permanent military con-
frontation with Bedjing on its long and con-
tested border, Russia is a major military part-
ner, but the relationship does not have the
economic or technological weight of Delhi's
relationship with Washington, Europe is a
major source of trade, technology and capital,
butdoes not have America’s geopolitical hefit
that can contribute to India’s national secu-
rity objectives. Cutting across all this is the
hugely successful five million-strong Indian
diaspora in the 1S,

Despite the expansive growth of the bilat-
ral parmership over the last two-and-a-half
decades, pessimism hangs like a pall over the
discourse on the prospects forthe bilateral ne-
lationship in think tanks, media, and acsde-
mia. Every dispute between Delhi and
‘Washingron is viewed asa deal-breaker even
as scepticisT vin the

very

Diespite the expansive
growth of the bilateral
partnership over the last
two-and-a-half decades,
pessimism hangs like a pall
over the discourse on the
prospects for the bilateral
relationship in think anks,
media, and academia. Every
dispute between Delhi and
Washington is viewed as a
deal-breaker even as
scepticism greets every
breakthrough in the
relationship. The gap
berween the public
discourse and the strategic
evolution of India-US
relations is real, but may
be inconsequential as :
ad to the
stration.

we lonk al
next adr

relationship. The gap between the public dis-
course and the strategic evelution of India-US
relations i real, but may be inconsequential
aswe lpok ahead to the next ad ministration.
The Indian mr.lhhshmmt s |mr_'n5|uc on-

proszch, which has much resonance in India,
on building a *d urable global economic omder”
centred amund “resilient supply chains™ and
“deeper trad e with trusted partners”. On tech-
nuiogy. Ham's is J‘.lor_'ly tocontinue with the

gagement withistice
ans there is great familiarity with the Repu-
blican and Democratic palicy establishments
thn! pr.lpulan: I:hc large numhv.'r n!' impunant

This. in tum is reinforced by the mq;ansm:
"Tlad:?rt@ag:mcﬂ b hepween the Indianand
Americ ities. Cuer the last

ed technalog
mahnnnswnh ke partners like the EL, india,
Singapore, and South Korea. ForIndia, Harmis's
palitical rooes in Califomnia, the world's lead-
ing technological huby, herrecord in the Biden
Administration as the chairof the LIS National
Spanc Euum:lL and her leadership on the na-

rishal gevernance of Al are likely to

fiew decadies, DLlIuhasa!snengagcd with the
LIS builk sislicd foame
port o both sides of the aishe.

The US corpoeate sector plays 3 magor role
in America’s engagement with the world,
Thanks to the growing volumes of wade and
deepening links between the tech sectors of
the bwo countries, Delhi can count on backing
from American busineses for the LIS partner-
shipwith India.

‘While Trump's positions on global isswes
are wiell knimwn, many critics sec Harmsasa
“mystery” when it comes to foreign policy
But her interational record as Biden's Vice
President, the policy platform adopted at the
comventionlastweek and her specchaccept-
ing the Demacratic nomination do give some
clues. Four issues are of special interest to
India — immigration, trade, technology, and
Eurasian seourity, Unlike Trump, who talks
of drastic approaches to curbing immigra-
thom, Harris adwocates an overhaul of the sys-
tern to promote legal immigration and de-
ter illegal flows in partnership with the
Republicans in the US Congress. So long as
the U5 needs to import global talent and thie
immigration reform focuses on a merit-
based system, Dethi will have little reason
Forwoery, Immigration is now a toic issuwe in
US politics and Delhi must recognise that
there is growing illegal IndJaJl migration nto
the LIS and work with address

be of great value in deepening the tech pan-
mershipwith the 125 in a petential US admin-
Estration under her.

On issues relating to Eurasian security,
Harris attacked Trump fior wanting to ahan-
don America’s European alies and reiterated
her commitment to NATO and the defence of
Likraine. Thie Russian question will continue
tnbe a complicating factor in India's relations
wiith the LS. P Modis visit to Kyiv last week
underines Delhi's ncmrrulmmtand capacity
e rvErse ~field be-
ween Rusia, Europe, and America.

China's challenge o Asian security has
beenamajor source of strategic comvergence
between Delhi and Washington in recent
wears, The shared interest in building a mult-
polar Asia became explicit under Trump and
acquined greater traction undcr Biden. There
s nothing to sugpest th i
der a Harris administration, Harris, whn vis-
ited Asia four times in the last four years, has
beenat the forefront of nelding a *latticework”
of US alliances aimed at limiting potential
Chinese hegemony in the Indo-Pacific,

Nix partnership can endure without sus-
tained poditical and bureaucratic tending, India
must be prepared to prevent natural diffier-
ences from becoming disputes. Delhi must
also acrelerate the effort to build on the soid
foundation that exists today for building a
mi quential global pannl:ﬁhp with

the issue.

On trade, Harris has attacked Trump's plan
toimpase a 10 per cent @nff on all imports as
a “national sales tax” that will impose 3 mas-

A i der the next

The wriler is o visiting research professor at the
Inmezafsmﬁmlmm.mﬁ Mmanu]

sive burden on American o That
should bring some refief to Indian exporters.
Harris is likely to persist with the Biden ap-

Liniversity
editor o imtertiond affodrs for
The Indian Express

Minister travelled to post-Soviet Ukraine, the socond & nation in B
undertines Delhi's seif- lmpuscdrrslmumn deference
sensitivities aleo i et with i ofthe

Warsaw Pact. Modiis the first Indian Pri totraved to 1 since 1979, That no
Inchian Pl has travelled fo the Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and
Slowakda since the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact in 1991 underines the long and regret-
tahle political meglect of these countries. In contrast, India's high-level engagement with
these nations was impressive during the Soviet era. Delhi's political emphasis on sustzin-
ing the Maoscow links and preventing Russia from engaging with Pakdstan at the highest
I-wr:{slm\:'thunn'nafthl: l‘-_'lDDsmaypuwd:me‘cunmxtFmﬂnangkn But it does mot
absohei handon high-level hCer
gum\ glnhaEsa]u:'nuc gn:w after it broke away from Soviet Russia and drew closer to the

 th tate

asthere-

Evrnnwmlmpnnanrlsdtmamoulmmc from Modi's visit to Kyiv — the begmning
of a kong-overdue cormection to India’s approach to the Russian imvasion of Ukraine in
Febrsary 2022, Defhi's hesitation incriticizsing the Russtan imasion refleoted 2 familiar pat-
ternof staying silenton Russia's unan:ma'blumuns L‘N:Ilwhl:‘]! thcychallcngnd the core
principles of India’s world view —
tegrity. This was true of the Soviet invasion of Hungary [ 1956) Czechosiovakia { 1968,
Adghanistan {1979}, and Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula {2084}, The political costs of this
reflexive silence on Russian aggressions had been mounting and it was a matter of fme
befiore Delhi fine-tuned its formal position. There was no better way than the Prime
Mingster travelling to Kyivexpr o victimes of the wear, Li President

COMCES, Dielhi's strong oo o the principle of territo-
rial sowereignty, exchanging views on potential pathways to peace, and rebooting the bi

tity of in-

TELLING A KERALA STORY

The collision of women actors with feudal structures of Malayalam film industry

J DEVIKA

EACH TIME SOMETHING awful happens to
‘wiomen in Kerala, some of my research col-
leagmues ask: “Howcan this happenin Kerala?™
At heasthalf of my academic life has beenspent
trying to correct over-expectation about
nearty everything in Malayali social life, but
this tame, it seemed different. In the discus-
sions of the revelations of the Hema
Eummlmn:punmv‘ uaal and

womenin inema

{edited chsely for details about the alieged

sexual abusers), | had to say, “Actually, this
could happen ondyin Kerala”

Dll:uursc. nplmtanm and sexual abuse

lateral relationship to elevate iteventually toa “strategic partnership™.

Diethi's rebalancing does not meana dovwnsizing of India's relationship with Mosoow, but
an elevation of its engegement with Ukzaine and Central Europe. In pursuing its interests
with both sides, Delhi will nolonger need to ook over its shoulder, Rebalancing Delhi's ies
with Moscow and Kyiv and de-hyphenating India's engagement with Russia and Central
Europe has imvobved a.!]tn.\atm,g Ereater senstivity m the complex: histary of geopolitical
at the heart of
Europe. India’s rebalancing sends a clear signal that Delhd will no longer let the ideological
inhibitions ir he 20eh century guide its B inthe21st.

L £ e and ional T

ismot T CIne A — rather,
af the bound-

itarises from thevery
aries between cnema as entertainment jart
fiormand cinema as industry. [t also relates to
the history of regional dnemainparticular —
rurai-feadil in character, bult on pillars of us-
riouscapital and traditional caste hubeis —that
shaped the manner in which artistes in gen-
eral, and female artistes in particular, were
treated, The questioning of such strucheres has
remained limited and dci.lwd prohably be-
uuszufuncmassmms as"art” and culture, in

sthich ver o he questioned, ma-

Freeze FRAME EP Unny

e frr e BT, s, el
(R DU e LT RETLE 8

terial concems were secondary, and informal-
ity was hailed as absolutely central o artistic
creativity. W also would not be surprised by
the delay in releasing the repart. Mor would
the intricate technicalities, the tangles of bu-

Exploitation and sexual
abuse is not limited to
Malayalam cinena — rather,
it arises from the very
fuzziness of the boundaries
between cdnema as
entertainment/art form and
cinema as industry. It also
relates to the history of
regional cinema in particular
— rural-frudal in character,
built on pillars of usurious
capital and tracditional caste
that shaped the
manner in which artistes in
general, and female ardstes
in particular, were treated.

hubris —

reaucracy, advanced to justify both the delay
and thegovernment's apparent reluctance to
act stromgly on the report, leave s astonished,
For examiple, the debate on whether it was
“Hema Committee” o *Herma Commission”
{with their different implications of power)
seemed moutweizh the need to urgenthy aerb
the abuse, sexual viokence, and rampant ex-
ploitation of women in Malayalam cdnema
which the report brings tolight.

‘When | said that “it could happenonly in
Kerala,” | was referring to the Women in
Cinema Euilm:lw and their struggle which
led wothe i the Hema C i
i 2017, In the new century, Malayalam cin-
ema witnessed the entry of many educated,
middle-class er elite women. Women had
started entering higher education in larger
numbers in the mid-1980s, Women were a
striking presence in many areas of highered-
ucation, media, and cultural and literary
publics after the 1990, With the opening up
ofthe state to global cultural fows, feminism,
media, and the internet and digital spaces,
YOURNE WOMER, mmm:'n:d byeducationand
abso theircasteand ¢
fior acollison with the still-feudal par.nan:hn]
structures of the Malayalam cinema industry.

The actor abduction incident which
brought women artistes together to form the
WICOC was only a trigger. Because, historically,
suchindividuation through fermale education

has i Aol th
other Indian states, lwould maintin, thiscan
happen “onlyin Kerala™

The massive power imbalance between
powerful men and women at the bottom in
cinemashiould not be underestimated. Those
jeering against young female actors and jun-
or artistes' daims that they offered sexual
Eavoursinretum forentry, Indeed, f the align-
ments were such that awoman without ceher
kinals ofcapital to aid her could make herway
md'lmndum'yuﬂiy thrquhdia‘truuﬁ. howe

1her ible for making her-
scﬁs:xudlyavalla‘h]r?ﬁnd evenifshe didof-
ferher i ation
for the"genius™ of amale actorfdirecton script
writer, that is still exploitation — because in
such relationships, itis the moral responsibil-
ity of the more powerful party to point out
that it was not they, but their achievernents,
that ane actually being adored,

The Kerala government may try its besten
dilute action, to divert attention, but the dis-
course that thereport has triggened cannot be
curbed so pasily. The success of the WCC lies
i that. This is an interesting time indeed, to
v in Kerala Mot of hope, not of despair — but
ofaslow, if decisive, strupgle to transform the
werysoul and essence of the Malayali,

The writer is @ historian and professor,
(%, Thinvananthapuram

AuUGUST 26,1984,

FortY YEARS AGO

HIJACKERS SURRENDER

AIMOST 38 HOURS afterthey seized an Indian
Airdines Bosing 737 over Pathanket, 12 pro-
Khalistani hijackers surrendered to the au-
thorities in the United Arab Emirates and re-
lased B8 passengers and six members of the
crow unhanmied. The hjackers surmendered
themsehies on the assurance of a passage to
the United States,

PrOTEST DAy
SEVERALVIOLENTINCIDENTS wereteported
from various parts of the country as the op-

"all-Indi; st
day” in protest against the di | of the

Trivedi said that he would write to the zov-
ermment seekE i amendmentsin the

Rama Rao ministry in Andhra Pradesh.
Waorkers belonging to 22 youth and otherar-
ganisationes held aprotest demonstration near
the Boat Clubyin the Capital against “the mur-
der of democracy in Andhra Pradesh” and
oourted arrest by vistating prohibieony orders.

AssAM ELECTORAL ROLLS

THE ELECTION COMMISSION has decided
that the 1971 electoral rollsin Assam should be
the besis fo further revision of electoral rolls
in the state. Chief Election commissioner R K

Lawr to enable the commission to undertake
revision At the meeting, all except Congress
(1) and thee CPI[M ) endorsed the proposal,

INDIAN INVASION PLAN

PRIMEMINESTER INDIRA Cancihi denied a re-
port quected by S Lankan Prime Minister R
Premadasa, which purported to give an
“Indian invasion plan™ of the island in
September. Replying to a discussion, Mrs
Ganidhi asserted that there was "no such plan
then"and won't be in future either.
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A best of both
worlds formula

Unified Pension Scheme is not necessarily a
retrograde step, as reform hawks belleve

he Unlon government announced on

Saturday that it will start another pension

seheme along with the Natlonal Pension

System (NPS) af 2004 vintage. The Unified
Pension Scheme (UPS) — employees have o choice
of maving to it or staying with NPS — is the result of
a lotof politics on pensions in the last few years.
Many Opposition-led state governments had
announced a reversion to the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS) and promised its nationwide implementation
i they came to power at the Centre. The
announcement iself is based on work done by a
committee chaired by the finance secretary in the
second Modi government, who is now the Cabinet
secretary, In terms of what ltoffers the employees,
UPS seems to be as good as OPS. They're entitled to
a minimum assured pension amount and can look
forward o drawlng half of thelr salary ot
superannuation with the provision of a family
pension. Itwould not be wrong to assume that the
move will generate political tallwines for the BJP
not just among government employees and their
families but also fob-seekers who hope to land
povernment jobs,

What about the fiscal implications of the change,
though? Pension Habilities donot lend themselves
to simplistic profections and they don't have to be
borne by a government which is making the policy,
This asynimetry between present political rewards
and future fiscal Habllities makes the political
economy of pensions very complicated,

Having sakd this, it appears it the government [
hoping to generate these payments by continuing to
Invest the NPS corpus (and that of its UPS avatar) into
financial markets, 1t would be interesting (o see
whether experts or the government itsell release
comparisons of the fiscal outgo between the NPSand
the UPS. The difference, as of now, seemns o be that
the government will act as a buffer of sorts between
miarket returns on the NPS corpus and what is
deemed to be a fair pension for employees. This calls
for tapping the best of the tlent in financinl markets
tovlo thee job, Tosks like these will require lateral
entry hiring with no strings attached,

When seen In its entlrety, UPS s not necessarily a
retrograde step as some reform hawks will tell us, If
democracy has to retain its sanctity, reforms, no
matter how important, must be geared towards
respecting democratic sensibilities on board rather
than riding roughshod over them.

A well-calibrated
strengthening of ties

efence mingster Rajnath Singh's visit to the US
Dwus marked by the signing of two more
agreements to enhance security cooperation

and defence exchanges between the two sides, which
have covered consideérble giround in recent years in
Incrensing the inter-operatdlity of thedr milituries and
sharpening thelr focus on the Indo-Pacific region. It
wais perhaps no colncidence that Singh was in the US
ot almost the samie time that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi travelled to Ukralne, and the visits were being
seen as part of the delicate balancing resorted to by the
IrscHan side following the premier’s trip to Russin lnst
monith, which triggered some heartburm in the West,

Thie Security of Supply Arrangement (SO5A) will
ennble both sides to request priority delivery of
resourees to meet national security needs, especially in
case ol unanticlpated supply chain disruptions, The
other pact will allow India to post linison officers in the
US, with a start betng made with the US Special
Operations Command in Florida, These bulld on the
foundational agreements that the two sldessigned for
defence cooperation, Intelligence-sharing and
reciprocal access o Jogistics, The US also approved the
sale of anti-submarine warfare equipment to India,
Living another fillipto the burgeoning tes, However,
the US fouble its efforts to provide much-
needed engines to power India's Tejas combat alreraft,
el this matter would surdy have figured in Singh's
discussions with lils interlocutors. In the context of the
Inde-Pacific region, the two sides agreeing 1o intensify
efforts to ensure that the erucial region remains “free
il open” was more of the diplonatic signalling aimed
atcountering the aggressive and expanslonist actions
of Chinn across the Indo-Pacific, especially the South
China Sea where it Is engaged ino reckless
confrontation with the Philippines.

| GRAND STRATEGY |
Happymon Jacob

Potential reputational
gains for India from even
amodest initintive to
lessen the impact of the
Russia-Ukraine war far
outweigh those from any
other conflict

riene Mitsster (PM) Naren-
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Hithe cover o momth ago sl
lIi:rslm Junt st wch Ll

Many meanings of
Modi’s Ukraine visit
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Building a bioeconomy
to boost green growth
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Social awakening key to
fighting heinous crimes

neenmuddin Ansarl of Ranchi
recently took his sick wife for trem -
ment o1 the Rajendra Frasad Ayur-
wiigyan Sansthan (RIMS) — a 200
ldbomietre amdlllltjnurlw away [rom thelr
mesidence. 1 wan thi begian ol an ol
for the unsspecting couple. Thiy weren't
wware that doctors at the

rmpet mround the eountry?
The Kolkatn hospital incident agaln maloes
it wmply clesr that beinous erimes such s
rape wid imunder can't be slopped by s
wlone: social wwikening |s essendial w eradi-
cute them, Rtis e we begli early and stirt
lmchm;;nu‘ kiills right from thelr primory
foow 10 1 Nibenaly aid cxm-

sl
weork i part of o matcowide stin Thedr hopes
Tow Wn&mlly freatment for free ot IEMS
woere suffed ot The cosple had o s pend the
mext 1 iy b the comridons of the hosglal,

Wheti Daindk Hindustan brouglt thelr
g oo Bght, senior medical ofTicers ook
nate and ensured medical aELeniion to the
catiple.

“Thaie At b werer't thie only ceies whio aul
Hered s result of the doctons’ stir, Peope
ocrons (e coustry did, 11T wis o pregnant
\mmm wha saffored in one place, i1 was o

elswhene that bore the binane of the
nnr Doesthia mean the domands of the doc
N o unfustifed ¥ Notmtall,

Whatever happenid at Kolkatw's BG Kar
Meicnl Colbege anel Hospti | was insce
bhe, The perpetrabors of thut erinse sbhoukd
recefve the harshiest punishment, Yet |t was
pertaps (nadvisable for doctor se1oss [
country o stop wirklng on account ol the
erime,

Doctors and punmcdlc: = expeclally

seslomutely I society,

Aller the 2002 Dellil gangrape, \w 100
ikl B netiovd one posdtive Klits,
empuwercd by Lhelr mothers, sre ﬂqnnlrg
those pelatives who have explobiod, Crideal
i i wOCHal afviren e b necessary (o oo
fromt the political gatekeepers who
el betied b ex ot ng cvery rigedy for thidr
marrew, selliah gados, Do remenmber thng
whial unbolded in Kolloin has happenid in
Hathiaa. Before Hathras, we withessed the
e outrage in Badaoa. It b not s matber
restrictod ton politiol party or a lewder. || s
e that conceen ndin's duighiers, We need
sonsitivityand not polites while dealing with
the issue.

Desgite the outragee sl t-ing over the inck
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Tr's Maclapair, wid Bidar's Mugatfar piar,
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Frequent mass wasting in Tibet
a cause for worry in India

According t

warming and intense local shaking due w earthoquakes has greatly enhanced landslide activity in the area

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATY

new study on the high
Frequency of mass wasting
events in the Sedongpu Gully of
the Tibetan Plateau since 2017
and the rapid warming of the area, which
rarely experienced temperatures beyond
0 C hefore 2012, coubd be bad signs for
Inclia, specifically the country's northeast.
A geological event, mass wasting is the
gravity-influenced movement of rock and
sodl down a slope. A pully
created by erosion from
mass movement or both,
The Sedongpu Gully, in the catchment
of the Sedongpu glacier and its valley, is 11
km long and covers 66.8 sq. km. It drains
nto the Yarlung Zangho, or the Tsangpo
River, near \Lh( it takes a sharp urm
flowing
around ) amcha Barwa {aliftude 7,782
metres) and Mt Gyala Peri (7,294 metres)
o create a gorge 505 km long and 6,009
metres deep. Th %
Borges on
The Great Be :hsdrx—om Tiber's
border with Arunachal Pradesh

unning water,

the Tsangpo flows as the Siang river.
Assam further d(mumam the Siang

Brahmaputra, which flows as the Jamuna
n Bangladesh.
The study, .u:tbumi by Wesile Li and six

S50
ity of Technology, was published
o1 August 2 in the Jowrnal of Rock

.11|n|’m|’ !'J:,q.i!h\'r'r'ﬂ.l.

i e
700 million cubic metres of debris Iu\'u
ln:(‘ll mobilised in the &:dongpll gull\

long-term nnrn:ln,{aml Intense ch al
shaking due to carthguakes has
enhanced landslide activity in the
The impact on humans has been low
because it is so remote,

However, environment scientists in
Assam sadd the study underlining
Tandslides was ominous for areas
hundreds of kilometres downstream. The
1 has been accentuited by big dams
the SI0-MW Zangmu on the
Tsangpo and India’s planned projects on
thie Siang.

River choking and flash floods

“China plans to set up a 60-gigawatt
project on the Teangpo, which will [have]
thrice the capacity of the Three Gorges
project on the Yangtze, the world's largest
hydropower plant,” said Partha |yt Das,
the head (:I the \'f‘a(er Climate, and

nyak, a

sed biodiversity research

characterised by enormous geophysical
instability and experienced the

o g
The Sedongpu Gully in Tibetan China, visible just to the beft of the Yarlung Tsangpo river at the centre of this image taken on Decernber 30, 2000, GOOGLE EARTH

8.6-magmitude Assam Tibet or Medog
earthquake in 1950, one of the biggest of
the 20th century. The 6.4-magnitude
Nyingchi earthquake hit the same region
in November 2007

~The Sedongpu study has serious
implications for the
Tsangpo-Siang-Brahmaputra-Jamumn:a,
especially in India and Bangladesh. The
mest direct consequence could be the
addition of major amounts of secimenis
to the course of the river, already one of
the most seciment-faden rivers of the
world,” he said.

The Brahmaputra carries more than
00 tonnes of sediment at Pandu in
Guwahati, becoming more than a billion
tonnes at Bahadurabad in Bangladesh. Dr.
[as said increasing sedimentation may
mak the river more imcnsel; bralded in

ation can clevate the
accentuating food
the channels of the river
in Assam and Bangladesh may pet choked
with sand and silt in the lan season
making navigation difficult and affecting
livelihoods related o fishing,” he said.

The Sedongpu study examined the
patterns of ides in the gully
catchament s

From K9
. they identified 19 large
mass-wasting events or event groups they
thpatterns: ice-rock
avalanche {IRA), ice-moraine avalanche

ee

|1IL hre Li:lllj.. of the blockages leads
cflash I'Iﬂ-ndn inthe
the oives in

PARTHA JYOTDAS
ead of Water, Climate & Bazard Diviskon, Assanyak

(IMA), and glacier debris fhow t(..I)F} A
of rocks and s

deposited by

The debris from l|l!' IRAs tempaorarily
blocked the Tsangpo and
Yigomg. "The breaching o
leads to catastrophic flash floods in the
downstream areas such as the ones in
Anumachal Pradesh’s East Siang and
2000, These
fleods were triggered by the outburst of a
dam created on the Yigong by the
glaciated debris and rock materials
generated during a huge landstide," Dr.
[fas said.

Lull before hyperactivity

The Sedongpu study noted that the
earliest mass wasting event in the area
occurred from 1974 to 1975 and satellite
Images thercafter indicated no
catastrophic events until 1987 Two
happened from 1998 to 2000 and the
gully remained quiet again from 2001 1o
2017

“The gully entered a very active period
lin] 2017 with a large 1RA from October
2027 temporarily blocking the Yarlung
‘Tsangpo,” the paper said, wldullui:u. the
Nyingehi earthaquake - its Lplu'nl re was 8
]:ml'mn: e guilly's

3 of the roc]
siscoessive GDFs followed from
Nowember to December 2017 and two

catastrophic IRAs occurmed

“um

ypectediy™ in 2008 1o completely
block the Tsangpo and form another gully
more than 300 metres deep. “After these
events, the Sedongpu gully entered an
intense erosion period... Overall, amo
the 9 events, 13 were concentrated
3 g for 65,4% of the to,
the paper said.

The geoscientists said the bedrock of
the Sedongpu basin consists mestly of
Proterozoic marble and the conditions
indicate its land surface temperature
ranges from -5 o -15° C, rarely exceeding
O C before 2012, Data from the nearby
weather stations at Bomi andd Linzhi
revealed that tha: ;mnual lump‘.'r.ilum in

r

u:IfHSIJUIB nhI.L
1h1|| he global .m:'rq\&.

ather erosional processes that wul.d affect
the gecinorphic and hydrological regime
of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries
apart from nlundllmln wdlllu:nl
management,” Dr. Das s

new study, more than 700 million cubic metres of debris have been mobilised in the Sedongpu gully catchment since 2017: the combination of long-term

THE GIST

-

A geological event, mass
wasting is the
gravity-influenced movement
of rock and sail down a slope

-

Aqully is & landform erested by
efasion from running water,
mass movement of bath

-

Geoscientists examined the
pattems of landslides in the
Sadangpu gully catehment
wsing satellite data from
December 1965 to June 2013

-

Fram 148 satellite images., they
identified 1% Large:
FIBES-WASHN EVEnLs o7 event
groups they divided into three
sib-patterms

BIG SHOT

Rim of fire: This picture taken on August 22 and released by leeland's State Pofice shows lava and smake erupting from a new volcans near Grandavik on Reykjanes Peninsula

The volkcana spewed hot lava inte the air in the sixth eruption to hit the reglon since Decermber 2023, authorities said, Tollowing a series of earthquakes. are

(4]

WHAT IS

Sonoluminescence: a little light

Arkatapa Bas.

The human eye is adept at picking out
the smallest glimmer of light in
shadowed spaces and the faintest star in
the heavens {but light pollution has
made this very hard). Mysterious flashes
of light have always piqued our interest
— and this is perhaps where
sonoluminescence was born.

When two German engineers were
studying sonar — the use of sound to
navigate, like bats — in 1934, they
stumbled upon a strange phenomenon:
when a small bubble trapped in a liquid
is hit by powerful sound waves, it seems
to produce a flash of light.

The cause turned out to be
straightforward, if also fascinating: the
alternating high- and low-pressure
phases of sound waves caused the
bubble to expand and collapse rapidly.
During the collapse, the bubble
compressed so intensely that the
temperature inside soared to several
thousand kelvin,

The extreme temperature caused gases
within the bubble to ionise and release
light energy in about a trillionth of a
second.

We do not know how exactly this light is
produced — yet.

The world has more mysteries than we
like to admit.

Sonaluminescence is not restricted to
labs. Pistol shrimp {family Alpheidoe)
pessess a specialised claw that it can
snap shut with incredible speed. The
result is a jet of water moving so fast
that it creates a low-pressure bubble in

Long-exposure photograph of senaluminescence,
Each beight bilise paint is 3 bubble undergoing
LENOlUMINEsEENCe, BRAN POLLACK [C0 BF-54 340

the water. And when this bubble
collapses, it generates a loud sound,
intense heat, and, if you're lucky (or
unlucky?} to be nearby, a fleeting flash of
light.

3

For feedback and suggestions
for *Science, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page”
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the frictions in cross-border

payments: a call for innovative solutions

As new technologies emernge and the demand for improved cross-border paviment systems grow, various bilateral and multilateral initiarives are
being undertaken o enhance crosssborder pavment capabilities

Sanhita Chauriha

he global cross-barder
payments market was valued at
S8 9 rillion n 2022, and is

projectied o reach $356.5
wrillicn by 2002, growligg ot o CAGR of
Foa% Trom 2003 1o 2082, Historically,
eross-border payments were initiated
Wrough manual processes, olten
irvolving lietters of credit, checks, and
extenstve documentation. They have
evolved significantly throughout history,
closely intertwined with the development
of trade, currency eechange, and
industrialisation. With the onset of
Indusirialisation and wire transfors, banks
Beggan 1o facilitate eross-border fund
transfers, However, despite technological
acvances, cross-bonder payments remain
rhddled with inetficiencies that hinder
thelr effectiveness. These frictions affect
buisinesses and individuals aned pose a
sgnificant barrier to Anancial inclusion
anl economic growth, Enhaneing the
efficiency of cross-border payments s a
key priority on the G20 roadmap.

The Financial Stability Board (FSB) has
released numerins consultations o
gather insights and drive improvemsnts.
The FSB has ldentifed partiewlary four
challenges assoclated with cross-border
aryments = high costs, low speed, lmied
access, and insulficlent transparency.

Thee old and the new

The Bank of England and the Bank for
Intermtional Setthement classify retail
cross-horder payinent arrangements nto
Ty models: correspondent banking,
chosed Joop or the siiggde system model,
invterlinking of payment infrastrucres,
and peerto-peer.

Correspondent banking uses
Iermediary banks, increasing the
complexity of payment and costs, This
el b5 declining due to regulitory costs
and fintech competition. The single
system model relies on sigle payment
serviee providers, Bacing Interoperabiliey
el regulatory lssues, Interlinking
payment infrastructures involve
connecting countries’ systems for
seamless transactions biit has techindeal

THE DAILY QUIZ

and regulatory challenges. Peer-to-peer
allows direct payments using technologies
like dlistributed ledgers, The FSE6 has
icdemtified issues sich as high costs and
Tow speeds in these systems, proposing
solutions and leveriggng technobogies
such as I:uwkthalmu\d cligital wallets to

(CPMI report, providers highlighted
Disggail, reguillatery, and commpliinee costs s
major challenges, Payments crossing
mnltiple jurisdictions must comply with
diverse domestic laws regarding
antlmoney luncering, castomer dug
dilig=nee, dina sharing, and settlement

enhanece cross-t
As new M‘Inmlmﬂn uun-rw and the

1 conststent i
enforceable rules across all involyed

dermand for by

PAYIIIEND SYSTES Grow, s.;rkllnl:l.l weral
and multilateral inltdatives ave being
undertaken to enhance cross-border
payment capabilities, These new-age
midhiels represent a significant shift from
tracitional cross-border payment
iethods, reflecting the ongolig evolution
of thee glebal financial lindscape. Most of
thiesis mew-age eross-border paymant
profects fall into three primary categories:
Linking Fast Payment Systems (FIS) o
Instant Payment Systems (178), Central
Bank Dightal Curreney (CBDC) projects
fierenising o cross-border payments, and
distributed ledger technology (DLT) based
crossborder payment projects, Notably,
muny DL based projects also Involve
CBDCs, Innovathve pllot projects akm w
ke International transactions faster,
miore costeflective, amnd more secure,
offering Improved hnanclal access and
efficiency for businesses and individuals
worldwide,

Thie PayNow-Promiptiiy (FNPE or
PPN linkagge, lnmched n April 2021,
conneets the FPS of Singapore (PayNow)
and Thailand (PrompaPay) through
cross-border gaeways bullt and operied
by baoth countries' systems operators (BES
and ITME, respectively), Simikarly, the
UPEPayNow linkage enabbes real tme,
cross-border fund eransfers between India
and Singapore. It allows users o send
money using mobile numbsers or virtual
payment addresses, offering a secure and
cost-effective solution for [ntermational
remitiances,

Challenges to cross-border payments
Cross-harder payments rely not only on
tischmologiy bt also on adherense 16
varlous legal and regulatory frameworks,
A ding to a 2021C on

Py and Market Infy tires

es. As Innovations tourish,

regubatory bodies worldwid s catching
b0 ereate frameworks that ensure
security, stability, and transparency. The
Finaneclal Action Task Force (FATF) has
ben plveral in setthig Internathonal
standards for combating money
laundering and terrorlst fnancing that
Inehudhe guidelines for digital payiment
methids.

A slgnid regulatory chall

cross-border payments, legal frameworks
st balanee user privacy with Hnanelal
Integrity requirements, particalarky
arcunc AML and CFT. Countries shoubd
adop i rlsk-based approach w AML/CFT
compliance, ensuring consistency in
regulatory measures and engaging the
privte sector to develop effective
techno-legal solutions,

This livolves clearly defining
participant roles i compliance, setting
transaction lmdis for reduced compliance

T 3 tions
wereentmg thiough informatbon sharing,
and exploring Know Your Customer (KYC)
uilinies to streamibine identity verification.
Additionally, countries should agree on
COmmon purpose codes o reduce
compliance costs and technleal lsues in

noted by many surveyed projeces is the
Incomststent implementation of the
antl-money launcering and
conentererrorist inancing (AML/CFT)
framework, which can profoundly mpact
systern design and functionality, The
FSB's 2023 report reveals that while
AMLCFT requirements are based on
FATF principles, (ragmentation across
Jurischictions creates friction, partioularky
I wire transer recordkeeping. This
Inconslstency atfects varlous aspects of
cross border payments, including
custaimer identificition, sancthons
sereening, and data sharing, Variations in
documentation requirements and
screening processes can bead to delays,
additional queres, and operational
Inefficiencies,

Furthermore, privacy laws and data
protection regulations contribyute to these
challenges. For instance, varying
standards for data sharing and Frl\nu:y
can complicate compliance with
AML/CFT regulations, leading 1w lssues
sich as eonflicting nformation and
Inereased manual reconciliation, Overall,
these regulatory discrepancies necessitate
tallored solutions for each jurtsdiction,
adlding complexity and cost to
cross border payment syitenms,

The way forward
o ensure the integrity and efficlency of

border payments,

Svmﬂl{aml [rivacy are paramount in
cross border payment systems.
Governance frameworks shoubd outline
clear terms for data collection,
processing, and sharing, ensuring
compllance with data protection laws.

Privacy by-design principles should be
Incorporated 1o address privacy concerns.,
Internatioial cooperation ofi privacy
Interoperability through bilateral
agreemaents and model comraciual
clauses s essenthal. Consumer protection
st Include transparency regarding fees,
teriiis, and i clear grieviinee rediessal
mechanism,

A robust dispute resolution lramework
should address both user grivvances and
Inter-provider disputes, including a
contralised complalm management
system ane a well-ciefined process for
resobving conflices between Payment
service Providers (PSPs),

Access to cross-barder payments
should be broadened by including
e bank entithes and simplifving
comipliance recuireneits, while capital
controls shoubd be streamlined 1o
facilivate smoother transactions.

Overall, these meisures are eritical for
erl.hartclnx the l.-dlh:lrru.y alld
Ine
systems,

Sanhita Chauriha is a Technology and
Ixta Privacy Lawaer, Views are Persanal.

Please serid In your answers 1o

dailys

A quiz on the U.S. Open, the final tennis Major of the year, that gets underway today

Vo X, Ramanan for most titles wan atross
ovents af the U.S, Open?

Y [y

QUESTION 3 QUESTION 4

Hami this. gheat who
chalened the man's
alnghos crown In 168,
the first ever U5, Open,
bt wa Inveligible 1o
iceive the §14,000 fivst
peize because of his
amateur Watus?

champlon has the

[

h QUESTION S
QUESTION 2

One of the three main
show courts at the UG
Open is named after the
champlon mentianed in 1970
the provious question,
Which are the ather two
show courts?

k

[
QUESTION©

QUESTION 3
Wha holds the record
amarng men and wimen

‘“ @

Marthna Wingls?

Which five-time singhes

ditinction of being the anly
player 1o win the L5, Open
on three different surfaces
(igras bn 1974, elay I 1976
and hard in 1978, 1982-83)7

Wha in 1968 boat Gadriela
Sabatinl to complete the
liest clendar Grand Slam
since Margaret Caurt I

i the context of indian
Ledhais, what connects Martin | Visual question
Danmm, Lukas Dlouhy, Radek
Stepanch, Cara Black and

| Ming National Tennis Center, ane

Hame this former champlan, who brake the colour barrier i tennis ane was the first
Adrican-American to win a Grand Slam title, whose stitue |5 located st USTA Billie Joan

Questions and Answers to the August 21
wdition of the dally quiz 1. Only twa other
politicians [since Warld War 1) were elected as
Wice Presidents of the U5, and were from the
State of Minnesota, Ans Walter Mondale,
Hubert Humphrey

2, Directed by Ron Moward, this 2020 drama film
wias based an the mamalr wiltten by the cuitnit
wite presidentlal candidsto of the Republican
party. Ans: J, 0. Vance, Millbilly Elegy

3. The Rathor of the current Vice President af the
L5, and his country of arlging Ans: Donald
Harrls, Jamalea

4, Theis Vice Prosident went on to win the Nobel
Peace Prize (jointly with another reciplont), Ans:
Al Gore

S, Thiis man halds the distinction of biing the
fisst wice pieshdential nominee lrom one of the
two major parties. in the .S, Ans; Geraldine
Farraro

Wisal: identify this gentieman. Ans: John
Adams, the first Vice Prosident of the United
Stal
Early Birds: K. NNswanathan] Shraddha Padad]
Sewma Das

KNOW YOUR ENGL
Things
between us
have soured

However, | want to give her these
chocolates and candies because |
know she has a sweet tooth

8 Upendran

“Wow! 5o many varietles of sweets! Are
VORI expectinng company?”

“My nelghbour celebrated his birhday
yesterday. He brought all these sweets
carhier this morning™

“ DAl you vell i thiat you like sweets?™

1 ekt peed 1o, Everyome in this
buibding knows that have a sweet toath”

“You have o sweet tooth? Does it mean
someone who Hkes sweets?”

“That's right! 1 you say that you have a
“gweet tooth', what you're suggesting s
that you're someons who ks very fomd of
st things that taste sweet. 1 have a
strong sweet tooth,”

"annd) i my family has a sweet
tovoh.”

“Wht s happened to your volce? It
souncs terribale, Did you drink..”

“Had lime julee a couple of days ago.
Thee bemon used must have been
really... How do you promounce s.0,.u..0"

“Nathve speakers of English make it
rlyyme with ‘power”, ‘our” and ‘shower””

“Lsee, I've heard many people maklng
it rhyyme with *bore’, ‘pour” and *shore”

“That's incorrect. You know what
“sour” means, right?™

“Of course, 1do! Something that has a
shamp, |||1r|lu.wnl faste, Unripe mangoes
can be, at times, very sour.”

“And don't forget lemon

Lt s forget about sour mangoes and
Jermoma, shall we? If you're golng 1o
Gopal's party, Fd like to come with you.”

“You'll need to find somebody else, I'm
afrald. My relatbonship with Gopal has
soured, So, [will not.,.*

“Your relationstil has soured? What
are you talking abous?”

“The word "sour” has several different
mwainbnggs, When you talk abaout a
relationship turndng sour, what you mean
Is that it has become bad, The two
individuals are no bopgger friends.”

“It's p Dorger fun 1o bee i the
company of the other person.”

“Exactly! Here's an example. The

diffevence of opinion about the amount of
meney cach should get, soured refatfons
batven the fwo sisters.”

“Money I8 the maln reason that
relationships sour.”

“It's also possible 1o sy, ‘go sour’,
Sunitha bs very thin skinned, If you keep
making fun of her, yvour relationship is
Iikely o ggo sour”

“In doesne really manter, Tell me, if you
are not golng to the party this evening,
what will you bwe doling?”

U1 o w1 always e, 11 sic about
and wartch TV

“Sit about? Don't you mean ‘st
around

“They mean the same thimg, When you
‘sl about’ or 'sit arownd” the botse,
yena're wasting vour time, You're not,.."

“You're not doing anything useful. You
do very lintle work.”

“Very good! The two expressions are
mostly used 1o show disapproval”

wpetrdrankyeidgmnatlcom

Word of the day

Revue:
avaninty show with topicad sketches and songs
and dancing and comedians

SYnonym: review
USage: itwas o highty topical poliikeal rever,
Pronunciation: bitlywwepo

International Phonetic
Alphabet: savjuy, favjuy

For fnedback and sugestions for
Tt & Contoxt, please wiite to
Lo . go.in
with the subjet Text & Context’

T » - -~
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HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI ALGBLIET 25

SECURITIES MARKETS regulator Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sehi)
has banned ADAG chairman Anil Ambani
and 24 other entities, including fermer

key managerial personnel [KMPs) of

Reliance Home Finance Lid
[RHEL), from the securities
market for five years for
diversion of funds from
the company,

ECONOMICS

The RHFL case
i gation into RHFL,

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, ALUGUST 26,2024

EXPLAIN.

Why Sebi fined Anil Ambani and banned hi

gihle net wrth, profits, assets, cash flows,
Inexplicably, nocollateral or

Sebi
PR Imnlualg finance company (NBFC)
focused on housing loans, loans against
property, and construction finance after
receiving multiple complaints] reports of
alleged diversion or siphoning of funds
within the company.

The major promoter of RHFL was
Reliance Capital Led (RCL),
withashareholdingof 4791%,
Ambani was the promoter
and non-executive and non-
director of RCL

Sebi has also slapped a Rs

25 crone fine on Ambani for orchestrating a
frauclulent scheme that adversely affected
RHFL's stakehobders, as well as confidence
in the integrity of governance structures
in regulated financial seckot entities. The
total penalty imposed on Amband and the
other 24 entities works out to more than
Rs 625 crore.

dunngF‘n’ZDlE 19,
Sebl found that Ioans extended by RHFL
to corporates increased from Rs 3,742060
e in 2017-18 o Rs BE70.80 crore in 2018~
19, It found that through FY2018-19, RHFL
disbursed a series of large general purpose
working capital (GPC} oans to nondescript
barrowers with extremely weak financials,
These borrowwers had negative or negli-

EXPLAINED E¥[E9 9

CHILE'S ATACAMASALT FLAT SINKING
OUETOLITHIUM MINING: NEWSTUDY

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI AUGLIST 25

ACCORDING TO a new study, Chile's
Mtacamna salt flat is sinking at a rate of 1
o 2 contimetres per year due to lithiuim
brine extraction — a process in which
salt-rich water is pumped to the surface
and into a series of evapaoration ponds to
eventually obtain lithivm,

The study, whichwas published inthe
Journal iEEE Tramsactions on Geoscieno
and Rermote Sensing kst week, was car-
riod out by researchers at the University
of Chile.

Enan inberview with Reul‘l ers, lead asi-

Abrine pood at alithium mine in the
Atacama sabt flat, Chibe, Seaters

Secufity or assurance was recorded while
dhishwursiryg these loans, Sebi has said in its do-
taiked, 222-page order.

The order has noted that as per informa-
tion submitted by RHFL the company had
disbursed 97 GPC loans amounting to Rs
BA70,65 crove to 45 borrower entities dur-
ing FY2018- 19 An analysis of 70 loan appli-
catbons for GPC loans worth Rs 6,187 crom
showed that as many as 62 applications
were approved on the same date and, in 27
cases, the boan too, was disbursed to the ac-
conant of the borrower entity on the date of
application.

On February 11, 2019, the RHFL board ex-
plicitly instructed the company o desist from
disbursing amy more GPC loans, Howewer,
RHFLcontinued todissurse such Inans with
the approval of Ambani in his rapacl:y as

—1
LD
-

Anil Amibani, ADAG Chalrman,
In 2017, Eypress

", .. Notices No. 2 (il Ambani) approved

Groag Head, even though he

to RHFL

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
MNEW DELHI ALGUST 25

THE UMION Cabinet on Saturday apgaroeed
the Unified Pension Scheme [UPS), which
will prowide government employees with as-
sured pension after retirerment, The scheme
will be effective fim Apeil 1,205, according
to the government announcement,

Chver thee Last few years, the political op-
[pasition has tapped into the unhappiness of

thor Francisco Delgas

ing area is in the southwest part of the

salt flat where lithium miners opefate.
Lithium, also known as “white gold”,

isoneof the most sought-after metaks on

Earth. Itisused in rechargeable batteries,

which power ot oaly laptops and me-

sidence, o the downward vertical
movement of the Earth's surface,
Delgado told Reuters,

The affected arca measures approsi-
rinately 8 kmnorth to soith and 5 kim east

hile phones but also electric vehicles —  owest, according to the study,

a crucial part of the world's plan to

tackbe dimate change. Howeverover the  What are the fallouts of lithium
years, research has showwn that fithivm mindng?

miining has had severe environmental The brine evaporation method used

fallouts, especially in countries such
asChilewhichare the leading producers
of the metal

Here is a look at the findings of the
new study and the impact of lithium
mining on Chile's biodiversity,

What does the new study say?

For their study, the rescarchers at the
University of Chile analysed the satellite
data coblected bhetween 2020 and 2023 to
see defarmations in the Earth's crust of
Mtacama salt flat — one of the largest
sources of lithium in the worid.

The rescarchers noted that the worst
attected areas aie those where imining
comparies ane doing mast of their pumgp-
g of lithium-rich brine.

That is happening because the
pumping takes place at a faster rate than
the recharge of aquifers, leading tosub-

o produce lithium requires massive
fuantities of Ireshwater, which salready
scarce, especially in the Atacama Desert.
I the Atacama, it taloes 2,000 tons of wa-
ter o produce ene ton of lithium, accord-
b ey a 2020 stucly by Ingrid Gareés, a sa-
entist at Chile's Unwrmrynﬂ'hﬂagam

Thisleaye

about the National
Penssion Sd\cmrtNPSJ. popularly known as
thee new pension scheime. The Congress gov-
emanents in Himachal Pradesh in 2023, and
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarhin 2022, aswell as
the AAP governiment in Punjab {in 2022 have
reverted to the 00d Pension Scheme (0PS L
The announcement of a novel pension
scheme isamajor political signal before the
Assembly elections in Jammu & Kashmir,
Haryana Maharashtra, and Jharkhaned.

What does the UPS entail?

Most importanthy, the UPS promises re-
tirees a fined pension, unlike the NPS. This
was one of the magor criticismes of the NPS,
According to the government's notification,
thee LIPS has five ey features:

Assured pension: This would amount
o SO of the emplyee’s average basic pay

wilidlife living in the hed.
Chemicals such as sulfuric acid and
sodium hydroxide, used for lithium ex-
traction, contaminate soil and water As 3
result, coosystems become posoned and
bocal species can face existential threats.
A 2022 study found that lithium min-
g has led e  decline In the number of
flamingos in thearca This is because due
o drop in water levels in the Atacama,
fewer flamingos are able tosustain them-
selves and reproduce.
(WITH INFUTS FROM REUTERS)

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

thet last 12 months before super-

annuation for a minimum quakifng service

of 25 years. The amount would proportion-

ately o dowwn for 2 smaller service period,
uptoa mmlmumcﬂ 10years of service,

Assured fon: in the

14 bawan ngan amaount
s 1472, 16 crone in his capacity as Chairman

®0
@icExplained
#ExpressExplained
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If there are questions of current or contempotary relevance that you would like
explained, ploase write to explained@indianexpress.com

of Reliance AW G oup durng a period of st
over 1.5 manths{ between February 15, 2019
= March 31, 2009)" the regul stor has said.

Sebi's observations

® Even though around half the assets of
RHFL as of March 31, 2015 were in the fonm
of GPCloans disbursed o dubious and crodit-
umvorthy entities, RHFL's FY 18- 18 financials
projected a very low Expected Credit Loss
(ECL), the Sebi order says. ECLis a banlk's in-
ternal estimate of anticipated fsture losses
o i hoan exposure due to default, which is
expected to ocour during the normal course
of husiness.

B In approving the GPC lsans, in many
cases, RHFL inexplicably, repeatedly, and
widely deviated from standard credit due
chiligence and processes, Sebd has found,

“Imvestigation in the matter has con-
cluded that the Noticees (Ambani and 24
ather entities ) were invobved in rati
a fraudulent scheme by disbursing GPC

EXPLAINED

UPS vs NPS vs OPS

How is the Unified Pension Scheme announced for central government employees different from the old
and new pension schemes? According to Govt, UPS combines the best of OPS and NPS — how will it work?

imtroduced?

The NP5 replaced the OFS on January 1,
2004 as part of the Centre’s elfort to reform
India’s pension policies. Those jeining gov-
ermment service after thisd ate were put un-
cher thee NPS.

& S i

by the employee himself] hersell, along with
amatchi san by the government.
Later, the gowvernment’s contribution was
slightly increased.

The defined contritnstion comprised 10%
oI I.'hc basic p.ryand {ernnﬁ allowance by

Under the OFS, pension b g it
employees both at the Contre and the states
was fiwed at 505 of the last drawn basic pay,
likoe it s in the proposed LIPS, In addition,
there was Dearness Relief — caleulated as a
percentage of the basic salary — toadjust for
the increase in the cost of living.

The MPS was introduced by the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee government becawse of a funda-
miental problem with the OPS — that it was

caseof superannuation after a minimum 10
years of service, the UPS provides for an as-
sured minimum pension of Bs 10,000 per
mrmith,

Assured family pension: Upon a re-
tiree's death, their immediate family would
be eligible for GO of the pension last drawn
b the retinee.

Mt fnch
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be o kinels of pensions,
whichwill becalcubated based on the Al India
Consurmer Price index for Indhstrial Workers,
asis the case with serving employees,

L at

Rhort: This will be in addition to gratuity, and
will be calculated as 1/10th of the monthly
emolument {pay plus dearness allowance |
on the date of superannuation for every six
manths of service completed.

What was the NPS, and why was it

led, Le. there was pus specifi-
cally for pension, Over time, this led to the
s pension liablity o balbon &

P it con-
lnlmung I4%{nuwprupupcd tobe increased
o 18%),

NPS canc a
range of sehemes from low risk to high risk,
and pension fund Mmanagers pmmuird by
public sector banles and
as well as private companies.

Schemes under the NPS are offered by
nine pension fund managers — spransurrd

TS

im from the markets

Joans' resulting in erosion of the company's
linances due to such laans eventually being
declared NPA the arder says.

W The transher of monies, stroctured as
WGP Inans, were directly or indirectly made
to entities that were related to the Reliance
ADA Group, the order says,

“The abrupt and thoroughly irmegular
manner in which toans' were disbursed, the
evidence of senior officials having camvassed
Tor clisbursing baans to such entithes, the ab-
sotute lack of interest in recovering the dues,
and Andl Ambani's own imvolvement in ap-
proving such 'leans’ alll point to the pressing

i . .

part Wy
wor another” itsays.

“Coupled with this, the ownership and
management pattern of these companies
(both lender and borrmwers) heads to the con-
elhuslon that the ‘loans' were motivated by
Motices Mo, 2's {Anil Ambani | direct or indi-
rect benefit through fund transfers to these
wompanics,” it says,

Prime Minister
Marendra Modi

Machinery for
central
governiment
emplo athis
m%ﬂ"mn New
Delhi on Aurgust
24, 2024.rm

omwards, Somanathan said on Saturday. “In
thedr case (NP5 retirees ), they will get amears.
adjusted with whatewer they have alieady
drawvn under the NPS," he said.

“Ithdnk in over 99 per cont of cases it will
‘e better to go into the UPS [rather than the
NPS|. to the best of my knowdedge, almest
nobody will want g remain i the NES, but
I there s somebody we are leaving options
with them,” he said,

Simply g, ermpl can still opt to re-
main under the NPS, but it is unlikely to be
beneficial to them. However, an employee
«can oy opt for their prefered scheme once.
After that, hejshe cannot make a change,

Currently, the now scheme is for contral

by SHL LIC.UT], HOFC, 10T
Adlitya Birla, Tata, and Max. The risk profiles
of the vty from low o very high'.

1|sc:||1y unhealthy, if not ('8

ols. Withbetter healthcare facilities keading
rolonger average lifespans, the OFS could not
have continued in the kong run,

Data show that aver the last three
diecades, the pension Rabilitics of the Centre
and states have jumped manifold. In 1990-
91, the Centre's pension bill was Rs 3,272
crore, and that of all states put together was
s 3,131 crore. By 2020-21, the Centre's pen-
sions bill had jumped 58 times toRs 190886
crare; for states, it had shot up 123 tmes (o
s 386,000 crore.

work, and

hasis inrﬂlruppnsili

The NPS was dll'lm:nt lmm OPS i i
fundamental ways. First, itdid away withan
assured pension. Second, itwould be funded

For govermment e 5, the NPS not
il gwave lower assured returns, it also im-
plied employee contributions — which was
not the case with the OPS. This was what
dhrove the opposition to the NPS.

In the wake of persistent dernands fora
returm bo OFS, Prime Minister Nanendra Modi
constituted a committee under the chair-
manshipotthen Finance Secretany (and nmer
Cabinet Secretary) TV Sumanathan in 2023,
This cominittee held mone than 100 meet-
ings with different organisations and states.
The recommendations of this committee
Tave now resulted in the announcement of
theUrs.

Whao can avall of the UPS?
The UPS will be applicable to all those
whio have retired under the NPS from 2004

ermiployoe s, but states can adopt
|t.1:.wv:|| Sovmanathan said.

‘Whiat about the fiscal conoemns that had

led the government to move away from
ithe OPS two decades ago?
said that the e

on arrears will be Rs 800 croee in the first year
of implementation, and winnild cost the ex-
chequer roughly Bs 6,250 crome.

The UPS is more fiscally prodent,
Somanathan said. “One, it remains in the
same architecture of a contributory funded
scheme. That is the cratical difference. The
OPS is an unfunded non-contributory
scheme, This(the LIPS )is a funded contrilau-
tory scheme,” he said,

“The only difference in the changes that
aremade today s togive an assurance and not
leae things to vagaries of market forces. The
structure of LIPS hasthee best dlements ol both
P and NPS)* Somanat hansaid on Saturdiay.

Govt announces three new Ramsar sites: Why do wetlands need protection?

MANASVIKALRA
NEW DELHI AUGUIST 25

A Hing to the US Envi |

Protection Agency, wethancls are among the
most productive ecosystems in the warld,

comiparable to rain forests and coral reefs. A

NEWEST RAMSAR SITES IN INDIA

tand for housing, industry and agriculture;
Pollution: Around 808 of global waste-
water is released into wetlands

as being of sgnificant vabue not only for the
country of the countries in which they are
Incated, but for ityasawhole". The

with pollution from factories, fertilisers,

Convention provides guidelines for the

Unien Environment Minister Bhupender  varlety of microbes, plants insects, birds fish 1. NANJARAYAN BIRD SANCTUARY, m“‘;‘:’fﬁn‘hmmmﬁ pesticides and magor spills posing serious — management of Ramsar Sites, and the in-
Yaday announced three new Ramsar sites bep i eCnsysEem. TAMILMADL tl\c mwm“d?m:p“k!' e the threats o the ecosystem; clusinn of a wetlaid into the list embodies
carlier this month, two in Tamil Nadu and Wetlands help regulate climate condi- Originally an S - Invasive species: Wikdlifo inwetlands — the government’s comimitment to ensure
ane in Madhya Pradesh.Inci naw boasts — tons through carbon sequestration — the banks afviver Noynal, i ;s e or s particulardy vulnerabl pecies,  that its ecological character is maintaited,
85 such & ing 13.58 storage wphere, They wide e ol i oz Sty vk ;:‘JII hich fton introdh T The selection of Ramsar sites is based on
Ramsar sites ane s cl store catbar within thedrplar i L TII:IE! H oo b c. Climate change: Changes in rainfall  various defined criteria. These include &
be of internationil impor- .Ithnflinmd of releas- bty P 3. TAWARESERVOIR, patternsand temperature pose anexisten- wttlmdimlc in sum‘tlm"phnrand.‘nr
tance under the Ramsar imgitntheatmospheneas marny typesof hervs, and various IAADHY A PRADESH tial threat to wetkands, and the flora and Ispecies at acriti intheirlife
Convention of 1971, carbon dioxide, They also~ Migratory birds. It provides livelihood  ¢roaqed due tothe dammingof the fauna that inhabit thern, tyches™, or providing “refuge churing adverse
ENVIRONMENT | Gcveas buffers against tolocal fisherfolk. Tawa river, it is a massive wintering Cowvernment reports show that the  conditions”, among other things.
the impact of extreme 2. KAZHUVELISANCTUARY, ground for migratory birds and degradation and shrinking of wetlands in Currently, the Convention boasts 172
The Convention de- weather events, such as TAKIL MADL imtegral tunmnnalwahn‘ Indials because ofencroachment, pollution,  signatory countries, who are obligated to
fines wetlandsas "areas of marsh, fen, peat-  floods and storms. This is all the mone im- L the Cc del Coast, it Vi irrigation and ragid urbanisation. create wetland reserves and promaote the
land or water, whether natural orartifidal,  portant with climate change increasing the isoneof the largest brackish water wirrtnfin'nhndsanddnnldl\g wse use nf\m:thnd hﬂllt.!ls. Indsajulncd
permanent or lemparary, with water that  frequency and severity of suchincidents. wetlands in suuth India. lts mix of water toes the Ramsar C om the 1982 ir
is static o flowing, fresh, brackish o salt, salt marshes, mudflats ini I fisheri to protect wetlands? thie Chilika Lake in Odisha and Kealadeo
Includhgmasulmmncmwrthudnﬂ‘!l mmuﬁmmr The Ramsar Conmvention, an intergov-  National Park in Rajasthan as Rasmsar sites.
ofwhich at low ti wed sy me- gt b LIK-hased Wildfowl & ermmental treaty signed in 1971 inRamsar, — Today, it has among the highest mimber of
tres”, Inefiect, all lakes, rivers, underground. Wetlands Tru:l,mﬂanllsarr one ol the  that 35% of global wetlands were lost be-  plaguing wetlands are: Tran, was harn out the  Rammsarsites in Asia, ranging from the man-
aquifiers, swamps, marshes, and otherma-  world's mast threatened habitats and en-  tweeen 1970 and 2015, mainly due to an- 1k Lt s mmlmnmmr&nm 1975 grove forests of the Sundarbans in the
jor water badies can be considered to be dangered species, Ramsar Convention’s  thropogenic factors, ishing 87% of the world's s 1 Ramsar sites, aceording to  Gangetic delta to the high-altitude lakes of
wetlands. Gilobal Wetlund Outloak (2018 estimated According to WWT, the main threats  been lost in the last 300 years to provide  the C wiehsite, “are Tso Marirt and Pangong Tso in Ladakh,
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Firms must find new use-cases to
capitalize on latest technologies

This adone would create sustained vedue but it requirves a tranyition from a skewomorphic to native way of tinking of isswes

ELISABETH CARPENTER &
JOSHBUREK

are, respectively, chief operating officer and
senior deacior of strateglc positionng a Ciicle,

vorn artifiednd etelligenes (AL and oloc

el velbebis b Daloebcabn amd coampos

T, wae e e i ggolden agge of innevation,

Torunlocle valug From these tochiologios,

hgstagh, Dl essees mnist transfionm

e lves, and, secording ton Mekin
el Conmpany study, over T ol sach ofTorts
all short,

Olwiamanly, busdnessos adopting a new tchne
oy od] thee right key performanee indicaroes
(P anidd b ternal aligniment of thelr operatiis o
awtire thay gt what they wand ot ol i Bt there
I Doz, oty mwoggl et Bnetor that dotermines
whithar thiy arourbocking dueatse returng,
vathar thin mwrely chasdng expensive tech trends,

Whiles upgracking odid s cases and creat ligg new
onwn bt b comst it innovation, enly the fermer
crvates bintlng eeonoade and social vilus,

Thibs beusboan b playling oait nos st gene
Ao Chonbedrmuan Sachs noted ealier s surmim
Jaterdes T e 81 elllbon nto AL wighout mucl
toshow For It yol, Tomastmidie the resum on lnvest -
et i bechinadogy, bnasinos leadeos should think
Dl ey be s whe ave start g Prom a bilank poge,

Wiheers dlbghual camisrs emmperged 8 generiton
g, consumers s sk momory cards o brick
and-gnaartarstores topein thels s Today, we
shnre drnges Instant]y with our phiones anck social
notworks,

Thlsevolution eeflects i common gattern bn
technnbogy ndoption. Asenteeprenenr Chids Dixon
neren i Mot Write o Biadldivg the Next Era of
tha Dnnterat, wo Indtlally cse new echnelogbes
ooy b o e el Behayowrs with groatoe
sl oawe, o uialiey, o a1 bower cost, Only L
i wie Deveriigaet (heren T i ways s prodisee din
Pupive, Listhng eueomes

e b Trom “sheuemaorphde” thinldag (when
dligghtal bratorfaces ave desdgned o mimbe traditlonn)
al e, lilee the “deskitap” on your com
pterd e natbve thinking eiboes teme, Forexample,
e jomrasey Froom D Tt dightal carmeras o e rise
ol eastigrom Lanted 15200 veirs, Bl oesses that
tiepboy wehnodogy In shessomoephile wiysean
Imarave marglom, such is by using QI codes
Inwteae of pranted pestaurant menus, But those
whireomme dpywith new wes can create entively
e anar et Dk Gt dic with i food-deliv
ey platform,

How e iwris Dinsdiisses ke the beajiion
native sdndsed that unlocls greator gins

pointsol e tion b existing basiness maodels are
Tt fivectn, yonwlll wtrggele to eseape obdor wiy
thindclnge, Bt whiien you icdentily and focus on the
el riction, you will olven discover that they
wan b eliminatedd,
Thwe stanliired basloess imperatives of "fistor,
waster, chonper” tend (o koep s mived n shewo-

vl emodse, Thiy are so ingradned that we don't
aquesticn whethar the product oF process we soel;
b e prrove sholdd b proscrvod at all.

Artigin s dppecach to innosation il Whieke
Froods epliomlees thin dymamic. Insome locations,
1t his e chieckout Testor by illowing customars
r IM'III\“MIIuIl ol
: allls stores hay
altoggethier via “dasl curts” that tally goods am von
whip.

Thare's peofound ditference hetwisen spociing
welmprove
In & sheemorphio question. “Why o
e sl mood ehaekout™ s o notive ome.

b prvwveerbdal e ephianis b
nchustey, fnanclal tochno-
iy, e o the e g et bt foa-
Anpim, Wi wean Ui Last tanae y o walt
iy ek paled 815 0 sone o “cross-hond
Thevery notlon s hudieros hocas
il g instantly, glotally, il

Sencling sy acrons bordeny
o Juast s b, gelveens thint the bnternet financial
systonn b oo wlTestablinhec, But muchof the
apcsrclow bedustry ks still captive toskauomorphic
thinddng tuat viows foes, delays and walled gardens
an Tt ol i, Globally, the ave rage foe on remit

MY

g caRTg

tanees bs 0%, 1t s M wo wore stlll peinting plaotos
b & brich-aml- mantar sioro

Wh cunes e applyving technology, wsen
aviel fiinctons sheashd trmp oiterlals and attelb-
wibes, Every goomline bniswvatbon his o anlgquo
priower, To think natively, we st idontify and p
it i, Dlgdhad pahastograpliy s dnlaue power wasi't
Tl rowolitbon: i bnstint distribution, Al's
prower I patiorn recogrition, ot trath-telling,

Lning Al Liwehsarch -
bk, Usngg bt oo e poesdleind fmaggon For anormilion
il ks superlorapplication
imbate friction
vionltoringchanges
s,

puhun.nnw.lu.vlllnu
R i D e bl s
Ad-prwiered wenrabilis could he woe i [llnesy
el bt becomes serbous, The LS Didenss Depart
vl B by piloteed sueh o peogesm o ditect
ol two anad a Bl fekays peior o putlonts hocom
g syt

Al Tsumbress londers seel greator elTicleney.
Whae bt e togabning the most from techinol
oy, however, upgrading evrvent produe
prtcemas b ot encagh. Success Hes in guestion
g bonagutancling assunptinn albi i way
Wb re o, aned devlslog ombroly new s
[SILTES CR024{PROJECT SYMDICATE
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Powell ignored

the elephant in

the Fed's Jackson Hole lodge

Borrawing costs wor't fill wndess the view on newtral rate changey

B

JONATHAN LEVIN
I coburmnist focused on LS manets and
eCanomics,

viloral Beserye chile heromns Powell
i Friday vemmovend all doulit hat
Liaterrisst vt s e Just aronel tie
coner, " The tme bis come for policy o
sekjersd,” b sanhd st s et Bypod annual
speochiin Jacloan Hobe, Wyoming, siting
ol i benee-Jork vally in stocks amd bonds.
Tonflast s ek Bavee poceded whible labour
bt risbes have leronsedd, e acded, ancd
e contral bk wonbda'e “soek or wel
corie Turther cooling in labour marke
comndhitions,” Al this podnts o a sorkes of
peliey e veduetions
Tt betliare Powell svein appieaached e
pestivnm, the market was expecting about
L porcentage pobints wonth of vaslng o
S

i e e Tanmads vt o e

The Iwm: 1 pll\llnulrlu-lr snnch lerther
e spectithons, 11
Tngaer o Bewrowing costeare o con

thranter choclimdogg, bl hive bo co
veiissesmanient of the Fed ' ultimige desting.
b, amgeer-perm rute aspeciations st
Fraarn i Diigrhly scosbemde bt of the nou

trail vate nlinterest, o r-star—he rte i
shoslid prevall inaneovironmen tel mk
i employement and low and stabile
braflatbin, b esseenives, thet nacteal rate ds it
which nelthor s pentrains activity.

g st recenthy, markets il policy -
il lrgely thosgght that the loog-run
mentral rate wan around A% (or
el nekfusting for inflatlon a2 i
when the economy slowed surprising
vesdtionen in e foe of pte nereases o
203 and 2023, 1 1ool years 1o dislodge
teone Doliefs, According o the Federal
Reserve Banloof New York's Survey of Pri
iy Dhitbesin, pitesedlonis g pailie oo
tatlons only startod rslng meaningfully
Chetobar ol 2028 and Dave sinee
Mo, IUW ko
ulnluluuakll'l!upluhd-l ral, it even i
thary el 0wl ke Hime, Sewhid does that
sary about fed-lncome mirkots?

Athe e o writiog. yields on 10-year
Trensury notes—which parthally reflect e
ket n guiess al whore neuted i, plis o
i ] seune ot er peae foci
anch RO, I you meaimic
that thve fid Fuannchs pante will s Dot 3%
w520 B et o the e of te Baond,
thiaerer peally 't ot B tlae yleded oo this
tomigve mach lower, Thint winild
weris gl ressssossmant ol nentral,

Tl Tongrum views of primary dealors
Fanlly wioppsc moving higher in the July
starvery, Ty shoubd deblt very subitly kower
sggin am payrolls revislons and the rocont
ugsthel b e snensployment e paint o
slighly cliiferen peture of Just how rest]
b the pecnaneny Ps bega to ato ks,

Markt signads on the implisd neutral rate
st Ukt soope for yiskds (o fall s cowmss.

e preciae location of aeutral s
theaght tor derive from Torees icluding
demmegraphicsand productivity, Unfor
ity ' bl e 1 est e ival iy
vl ||II|I'W|III abighdegreealconldence,
B 2008, [ Powell| saled that “the bocation of
the wtird hive boen changing signifi-
R 20025, bt vmsascd sl il L i
-.\.|.un. 1 e s, wee ae -mlumlamlw
therstars dnder cleady skivs.”
pallcyrmtnkers ey i foel il
teal by maoving slowly,

Thae New Yook Fos Jodin Wilklnms, o
e Rt B b e g,
Isweerpaical thit thore's indsed Been alza-
Bilie rvsomesuaps i e Jowsg-rom “peutral” rvde,
anel 'y symigaathetic o that view. Many
Amorican households and Lusimissses
lockiad | ultra-low lnteront rates and
aenssecd argge cash boards durog the pan-
dlembe, which made them seom inithally
Lrisamuilt v 1o the mometary policy msdi-
ki, Exoess savings woun't bast Forever, ior
will ahe mertgage bock-ln effect, What's
wioee, peeent peelimdnary revisions o the
LIS puanyrodln it oy dhit e labour mie
Bt wianan't actually an steong us we all
thengght b 2005 and eaely 2004,

There's no question that Powell's
vermarks on Fridiy were dovish. Inaddition
IumlklnﬁllpIuluulrm i riakis, ho also
suuggented that well-anehiorod nflathon
Aot ithain v kg s vor 6l
Tulfil T progdecy. Thagh central b
e had worsbord thit the recent esperdones
vl dlisbisclgor thiom, e spemasd 1o think
hiat e prctat bons had pussod thelrbilggos
st bt with ying eolours,

Tiuat it ey oot ot what G experts
sl panclitssay at this pobn the changlng
peverpitbors bt penitralwill e bard o
|uh!. .. P eymakers will u

L
dobste lolll‘wrlll s Foul's i
ol e peache 5% by 20K,
s WLl prrabaldly panisae 1o sse how
sroany vesponds, Finflation seems
conteollidaned the labour market s unln
spalring, L b ot her wurgdeal
ol in 2026 Baige amothor
e o the st dloves
are gt estbrnates of st muy o iy
et b 5% until 2027 or 2028, That
van that the rlly bn Treasury notes may
s hitawall, COLOOMBERG

Suspense grows over the next leg of financial reforms

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

e gevernmant will bring out a financial

et vislon ane siralegy o

s Ehat s Lok | berams of sk,
ek for

bl Thiswill ot

olyjerctiven and lovestment oo, The
carganrate hond kot today can sugsport

iyt s, thireby oxeliding
Bl ool Lkl commpuunies, fncluding ol
strvecture eormpanies, whibeh typeally de not

I b saniion journalist and author
al thi recently relaased book
Slip, Stich and Stumble: Tha
Unteded Seony of Indin's Financial
Sector Reforms’
divajrisnisinghal

wanchlig on the rempirts of Hed Forl

. thils Iinele M

e Narendon Modi proadly
it Indlan banks have securod o place
among s world's strongest bunbks. Tndinn
Dl harve nclowd traversed a long joumey
Frewe the thene tha Tt Euvopean-style hasl,
Bl i Pindlontai, wiis wed i dn Cileutts
(e Rolkatal o 1771 by managing agents
Adexandor and Company, followed vory
aqudehdy by Commerelal Tank froom manig
I ageenin MeRintostid Company, Those
Dk by muest Danvee stanodd Ehe test of i,
Bt thee brosder Db Anancial sestem
Tl g B — s groas it Inmensely, the
lestg wre o cevelogament coverlng anadimi
vinbale clisten frona radimentasy financing
syt s Ehi e narrenn-dlay prodhiskon of com
e paroduets el wervlees.

This, thieragh, iy nat b the end of the
vond, with much left to aocon
nee mlnksier Nlemaki
Dyt speveh provided son
veting Mouselng needs of ts econsmy,

yesem anid gribde the worleol the gove IIIIIII!II
wegguikatis, Sl it 'k

;mlth Ipantn,"” 18 Isworth asking whst |I.|ll||l"
“ybsdon and stratogy " —or even relorms—are
vecqued for i Indian Anancial sector aftes
unlevgodog over theee doecades of eforms
snee the oot ofecomormle lihenllzation o
Iz, il ot

O I the state of the |1a|'j|||l.|l|ll|n|l|ll
wiuirhet, 1 1h i

vy o il project’s oarly sa
e, Commecpuently, even with T8 3 rillion
of snieks ot stinling s of
Ml 2024, the corporte
Bk ket enjoys s
tham 20% share of the
widor bongd ok, With
Fovernment  Insuances

| el p

vilte meclor lll\ulllu nnt Into |ll‘|u|1ll IIH
nasets, b enlile o stop-ehange b employ

et genieration and eeonomic growth, o
vobwist el deop corpuarato bond market Iy
ey tvivggest bbb, 'Tha Indian private sector
tockay alopendu on the bunking sector for
balk o it funding, which spawns lts own
s o abwerristlons i ndbseretions. The
seatrds of misconduct nd lutre non-por
fowmbng ansets) are sown when hanks ask
Towelbinny conmmpinbess b provide eaguilty, i prie-

recpulnbte for avisilinga bank o, loading to
predihing of prodect costs and diversbon of
B P Tl cans b bt moimieswliot
whth a deep corporate Bond macket, com
peising Beterogenons players with divergent

[ 1 i
tortative corporate ol
maeket tiroctly lmpnets
v secoar s propee sty
Tor investiment,

o additlon, skews
within thecorposite bomd
market, with fnance and
- U g com
panies accounting lor o
Dl oo bsarancos, complleate mattors, And
thiighs e govermment and regudatoes lave
Boen chlppdng away wl theexbsting bgal ind
veguilatiry framoworl ol more
imabsaid o Ehe mmarkier, Uhisro resmaln soie sig
lfleant unresolvod Issues, For example,
P reconvery il es il prolonged reeovery

Deeper bond
markets and
closing gaps that
abet policy
arbitrage will
make the sector

more efficient i«

[ ases b o of defialis ane a cloar
benpeetlment. The problem of unceliahle
el ratinggs, the luek ofupdited borroswer
Lnformationor confliets of inferet inberont
L thiae sy puys™ ol contiue bo Hinges,
Asriibes and regalition ghten at aglicial
prace, barrowers and crodit disponses aro
lnding new ways to got
around (he muulluiln
s bl a ight o what
enulil bt second prllar
i i i Lhae financlal
Wl cpon ipaces
Tor Fegilitory arbiieage,
Wkl ekt opaeritons
have always tried (o wring
syl pecfits by expliit-
Ing rogulatory gaps—the
st b o vl D)
insuranes products s
hetive —recent
attempty o use credit
prodicty 1o leverage thi
criekn bitwesn diTerent regulatory agen
o posie werbonss ek i e Brosdier fmm-
clabsystenn, Raerve Bandood T QU0 gov-
crnor Shaldionts Dus recently dres ol bon
o b the phenaimeion of prlvate credit
warkets: “While these markeds may carcy
eeeomle benefis by providing o grester

poinh o Tancing outsids of the regulated
nunschal pelotn nd dntiatlons, and thale
rikks appaear i pistd i present, 11 s
v thad valmerabil
i anel Interconnectedoess in these mare
Butwcan aanplify negative shocle and pose
financial stabdlity concerns” Currently,
Sabl-regulated private equily funds and
ool s Bave b it veldcles
it shirt HET regalation prwdontial
wwrrs reggarding capital acdeguicy or assed
clansification and provisioning, there
wndlangeriing Mnancial stabiliny

Fhiat it i Uhois thilingg, A leinigg s thistis e
regulintory gaps, arhiteagenns will always
Bewerl b berveeraggee theen, The finance minlstry,
Rewrning Droan tho experiencs of i 2008
Ml crbsas, had wet g e Fiasanelal Sta
Rblity wne) Devilpinent Coancll W n
reonnding
now i absit
whal trnsplees it e councdl's proceodings,
o the standd taleen by individual regulmon
o partienlir e, As bomg an an opacgus
Bkt shronds the councll's meetings,

proonprbee will b enwouraged ol the sy
tem. The finunclal sector regualres many

clues whout e future direction ufrelorms,
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The Fed’s policy pivot
poses RBI a challenge

Avate cut in the US could leave other centrad banks presswred to follow swit. But unless the

rupeek internal value b fully wnder control, RBI may have to fgnore its external imbalance

fter much anticipation, the pivot
In LS monetary policy Anally is
taking place. On Friday, Federal
- Reserve chale Jerome Powell
- stated inno uneertain terms that
20 the time has come for policy t
acjust,” as U ation—though still alittle
above its 2% policy goal—is seen flrmly on a
downtrend. “The upside risks to inflation have
diminished, and the downside risks o employ-
ment have increased,” Powell said at the
hering of central bankers in Jackson
veesought o explain the dovish i,
Wht perhiaps got the Fed worried is the hig-
ger-than-expected rise in the unemployment
rate in Julyand the subsequent jobs dat revi-
sl 1|]|.|I.>.I11|wv:|||:-\\julu.m-| en't being cre-
ated as hotly as previously thought, Insucha
situation, continuing with high rates for too
lomg held ot the visk of running the economy
aground, Faving faced criticism for falling
behind the curve in the aftermath of the pan-
demie when inflation w

ng inered \l‘[l heat from within to
start cutting rates, with sever b of the
Federal Open Market Committee having
Favoured areduction in the fed funds rate at its
Inst meeting in July fiself, according to the
minutes released Lt weel,

wer rate cut now looks certain, but
eol'cuts therealter will depend on how
aunfolds. As borrowing costs Gall, their
itive effect should steengthen the U
veonomy, Investors already secmed (o cheer
that prospect, with US stock markets vising
modestly on Friday. A broader whetting of risk
appetite together with diminishing returns on
US debt securities would also drive some

money out of the world's biggest econon
o emerging markets, incloding Indi
sael, central banks globally would feel pres
sure fo move lnstep with the Fed so thata
likely weakening of the dollar doesn't hurt
their exports, A positive fallout, however, ofa
weaker dollar is for ofl-importing countries,
Sinee crude oll is priced in dollags, their Import
bills will decline, In the case of India, this could
B substantial given we meet about foue-fifths
of our dermand for ofl through imports, This
should, intarn, helpeool local inflation, both
by divectly lowering fuel prices and indivectly
by pulling down transport costs for a swathe of
guods, Whether there would be enough of'a
drop—and soon—for the Reserve Bank of India
(B to lower its guard, though, is yet uncer-
tabn, Fortunately, raindall has been plentiful
this year, which should help cool foad prives,
Notably, o couple of voices calling for rate
cnts Jive alveady emerged in RBTS mon
probicy committee, but the remai ning four
miembers favoured a status guo at its most
recent meeting. Adebate has arted over
whether REIshould exclude food pricesin cal-
culating the infation vate it targets alter the
government's Economle Suroey advocated
such an exclusion given monetary policy has
little influence on food prices, Much of their
price swings in Inclia are driven by supply fie-
Tiue governor Shaltikantn Das has noted
role of food prices infeeding inflation
ons, which
can't afford to go ¢
the LS policy shift posing a challenge for the
rupee’s external vilue, REEwould hope price
pressures cool qule ritadning an 'Arjun’s
eve onthe mpee's int value while ignor-
ingitsextern lanee just got tricky,
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Political thinking in free India is
an unalluring choice as a career

Economie incentives aned India eduweation policy have fimited the space for new political thought

NITIN PAI

I cofounder and dirgctos of The
Takshashils Institution, an ndependent
contre for research and education in public
policy.

amentiegg on low the “Flyer of

Iebvs that nouedshiod polites has

dlrbed up” b incdepemdent Indis,
Yongeend ackiy deaws attention o
“thae atroply of the palitical imigni
then, that affliees the entiee political
o, cutthig seross ideokogleal and
o, T b recent col
apreess, the analyst -

v bt Breafiens B
cumm-aetivist ks, \\'Iwn are ol

pesponding o economic i
el prarsudng careers b lwdustey, och
by e Business, Cur ecducation
syt sant e thinlkbng of any kind
stned e ol inical dlscoturse his bang
B Bost il o Froes thindchng, 1 cormmes
e s seerpan s o o Dl frose, inde
wleml Livedla pesclsees Tewer polltenl
thiknbory than Olyanpic modatlis,
Shoee the lato-1970s, Indla'sbright
vl Dot gt Boor enreers Lo Uhee prvate
BOCIET OF gover it servhen, Careers
b thyee B e e LU ot os remin
et s b techinilogy o biisiness,
cane closeck, Worse, outstanding sti
emstu ol paalitios caom nelther onter the
clvil servics noreloctoral politics—the
il fuamt clowes 1ot wttrnet gosod talent,
Fasr i younig person, studying vngl-
wrin g opsens the doors o careens [

Do an Dok colbege deslgn a masters
preogramane ln pablic policy, 1 peo-
powee] that classes should be held as
Interactions imaong this faeuly
donis. | was uh
1o Wit o e
Tl Boen tokd by

el pokitles wore sensitbve, and
T e o marrative et hod should e
ailopted. Questioning was discour
e, O eddueatbon systenm this
students o memorise a political
ool currleulum bnwchiool and pre
vernds s ellseussbon in colloge, The
widvspread] disapprovil of sudemnt pol-
Ities mnenonn thiait what e gsobindes diot
e oecur s merely i oontestatbon
Betwoen student wingsol the major
polltheal parties,

it bl s bl el dleestresyed
probltdeal dlisconise, the envivonment
wan bong hostile to ddeas that ehallonged
the seosgrted wislom |n New Dulhb, Pro-
pone s of froe markets, for st ce,
wiore ostenchsed dght ugp el fe RS
Voot wonlda't ensaly fasd a jobs oo paib
Tihieow 'yond Disd views that degartid
Tromn thet lftist, progressive ideologial
eavurbope, 11 he pust fwo checades, it han
T worse., Yo can be beaten ug o
v v o Jodl Foor et dslng pealicie
prblthcal bdeologiesor polithen] e,
Tivingg o chosl, An Yaday cun st

thes"Tncklan perspective’ at confieres
el ol O thinkem ha
itk thumpalves toevery new
Waestern progrossiye leftist fal. The
elgehie toes ks Bllowing sk, e funny
labngg b thae ot by clidm e be challeng
Ing Western thinking.

Thesecond constralng ks the colosal
porwerof Gandbian, Ambedlarie and
Mobirwdan thoughe. Our lntellectual
bifie I eomeductodd in the shadiow of these
jghamis, v el miot e s ovil e
ol veneratbon and hero-worship, it s
Bt o conamtier thee degath, conneet and
perprularity of the febeas of these sarly
Aitheontury political geniames, Just
Tkt b sivmiar scsbrs aeggue that
perlitical philosaphy inanclent ndia
elrbed g b the wandee of Bantllya's bekl
Hanee,
wer ol the great s that fresh ehlnking i
g ting stifled,

Thived, pealitical netivism in inde-
perrilent Tnela s contred aronnd redis
prbbuitboan, even 1 ks some
clilied n Toftier couses The
of modern politienl thinklng |
o et i silver bullet that can
ndelross verything from socil justice
o patioeeal intogration, As Twrote in
my previows column, 1t s o shame how
kg s oy e nchileve soclal jus
Fist olyjoctive b the preambale
wtiutlon, hawenlod at the

personal experience, pollt I
D Boacti b et For e Fudind Dbl 1
ahon’t b e eal evidene for this,
Taunt Ewonaled s thast most poditical
hilbesspbiers o ot want tobe heroes (1
they can helpde,

Ths foy wheeventually enc up
doing political thinking doso undier
Ihi-ahlullm'uhhlw

Wi |'|'|11|n|wnah<n:|t| lirn
and ant- Westorm ideas hath
paralosbeal o Hmiting Eionot

i poditiend think

Ineclustry, buresieracy and politices
e than political sclenee does,

Severral years ago, whillo | was help:

Focnsed on sl
H ', “Thibed World, 'Cilotand South' and
“anth-hegemaonic’, aned restricted to give

10 PEARS AGO

L

Ureviving o
hom o enesdisrn Indl
ke prrvcanchitan Lo el |J|l|llim!illll
el Fue thils, we have go oeparid
ot mineds beyend our particular con-
ulevant
e thit annFlIwm:rl:l Adlsm Smith
el Bl Marx wore oot exclsively
preocesiped with the Scottish or Ger-
man condition, respectively, The big
appertaney for Tndlan poditieal think
i Hes bn coneepualislag onr doep

wer with diversity wod plural
armtbon Age. But we
B b st sk B el soc Wity
teset its political thinkrs fvee,

| Juse A TmovemT |

If we do not belleve in
freedom of speech [or
those we despise, we do

not beli

@ in it atall,

NOAM CHOMSKY

-

Lessons from Donald Trump’s ‘Hillbilly’ running mate
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LIVE IN THE PRESENT
MOMENT, IT MATTERS MOST

Understanding and managing stress
effectively is essential for a healthier life

P

RADHAMATH SWAMI MAHARAJ

od is often perceived as invisible, impartial & incomprehensibie
GSume imaging Him as a distant figure, high in the clouds, oid &

angry, hording thunderbolts at us for our oversight in following His
commandmeants. Whibe marny view God merely as a cosmic ordes sup-
plier, prowiding for our sustenance & working out our desires behind the
seragng. Culturi understandings about God create a vivid but confusad
picture, leading misny in the current gensrstion to tum to spirbeality with.
out engaging in traditional religion,
The terrm *religion” itsell, derived from the: Latin *re-ligare,” means recon-
nection with the Suprerne Lond, However, comman conceptions of God—
a5 an empty vacuum, an oulburst of leadiight, or an angry old man-—
do not suggest any possibllity of a relationship with God,
The ancient wisdom of yoga forms the basis of spirtual science—the
Bhagavad Gita as recorded 120 million years back imparted by the
Supreme Lord Krana to the sun deity—\ivasvan (BG 4.01). Therein lord
emphatically states his position ("aham sarvaysa prabhava’) He is
omnipresent, (“mayadhyaksena praloiti’) the entire universe funclions
under his supervision, (‘Upadrsta anumanta ca') He is manifest as the
guardian spirt in everyone's heart—as the Paramatma, (*brmhana hl
pratistaham”) Ha is the source of the spirtual effulgence, (“tani aharm
veda sarvani®) He is omniscient, as he refterates the seme message fo
Arjung S000 years back, that he imparted to Vivasvan 120 million years
ago. Furthermare, Krsna informs Arjuna about the secret of his appear-
ance (janma karma ca me divyam”) from the Spirfual world to reciaim

3 -
the seskers & whoever laarns about it &

sirives to perfect their lves.

facebook. com/dadlyplonger | @TheDallyPlonagr | Instagram comidallyplonger!

ecuring the women
dignitiy on the internet

HEMMIE JOYY

With threats ranging from deepfake exploitation to harassment on gaming
platforms there is urgent need to safeguard women’s rights online

rotecting Women's Rights in the
Digital AgeBy - Dr Rennie Joyy,
Founder of Aalekh Foundation
In the digital age, the internet has
become an indispensable tool for
communication, education, and empow-
ermient. However, for many women, it has
also become a d.m;.m\ut space with cyber
harassment and online abuse rife. In
India, the proliferation of digital platforms
has led to a worrying increase in gender-
based violence online, with recent trends
revealing more insidious forms of harass-
ment that demand urgent attention. India’s
ILFIII system h.u made some progres in
or harassment, but there is

Such profound wisdom makes us aware of God's nok mere-
Iy 85 & concept or an infirm okd man retired from the scene of ereation
Rather a God who warks diiigently in the background & also freguent-
Iy tours to his creation beaconing avery individual 1o reldndie spiritual
wisdom. To instil faith in his devotees, Lord Krishna descended on
Janmashtarni in the prison call of His uncle Kamsa, Kamsa imprsonad
hig sister Devakl & brother-in-aw Vasudeva dug to an ominous myst-
il prediction that declared that the 8th son of Devaki would end his evil
attiluce. Thus fearful of his death, Kamsa instantly arrestad his newly-
wed sister & brother-in-law. Kamsarepresents the atheistic mindset that
abuses power lo dominate & replace Godiiness in society.
(One of the central purposes of Krsna's descent is to dscipine such athe-
1515 who have removed God from the equation (BG 4.07). He discipined
Kamsi and subsequently helped Aruna neutraize the egomaniac prnce
Duryodhan, who had wsurped the kingdom from the righteous
Pandavas. Lord Krishna's greatness is revealed in His purpose to bring
arder to sockty by establishing the virtues of Godiiness. The ancient
'yoga of bhakli’ reveals the sweetest & mast rafined means to connect
with God g, through love.
\rincvan s whers He mantfests His eternal pastimes—backaning evary
seakar—an nvitation to the spirtual world. The same Lord Krsna who
revealed his Virst-rupa the gigantic universal form to Arjuna enacted as
ahelpless child (in Vrindavan) taarful & feariul when mother Yasoda chased
& bound hirm by the repe due to His childhood mischief. The same Lord
Krana whao litted Govardhan hill with the tip of His finges, {in Vrindavan)
failed 10 defeat his friends in the lug-of-war games. By Celebrating
Janmashtami, devotees reatfirm their faith, deepen their spirtual con-
nection, and draw inspiration from fhe life and teachings of Lord Krishna
It is a reminder of the presence of divinity in our ives and the eternal
principles of dharma that guide us towards righteousnass and spirtual
fufilment. Let us celebrate Janmashtami not just as a rital, but as an
opporiunity o connact to the supreme Lord Krishna spirtually,

(The author is the Spiritusl Gy of the infemakional Sochely for

Krishing Consciousness, views expressed are pearsonal)

Space-tech to improve

still Jcmg W’J}' 10 g,

The Information Technology Act, of 2000,
alongside the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
provides the legal foundatbon for prosecat-
ing cybercrimes, including harassment
However, the enforcement of these laws is
often inconsistent, and the existing provi-
sions do not fully address the nuances of
newer forms of cyber harassment, such as
deepfakes and abuse on gaming plat-
forms Maoreaver, the process of reporting
and prosecuting these crimes remains
cumbersome,

Victlms often face significant hurdles,
including a lack of awareness about their
rights, societal stigma, and unrespor
luw enforcement agencies. The borderles
nature of the internet further complicates
matters, as perpetrators can casily evade
legal consequences by operating from dif-
ferent jurisdictions,

The expanding tentacles of cyber harass-
muent: Cyber harssment in Indlia has taken
on new dimensions, with perpetrators
using increasingly sophisticated methods
to target women, Traditional forms of
onling abuse—such as stalking, trolling,
and doxxing—remain prevalent. However,
the advent of new technologies has intro-
duced more dangerous threats, including
the use of deepfuke technology.
Deepfakes are hyper-realistic, tally
manipulated videos or images that can
make It appear as though a person is say-
ing or doing something they never did. In
recent times, this Il\ﬁ‘lllul‘)ﬂi has been
weaponised against women, with perpe-
trators: creating end sharing deepfake

THE DIGITAL AGE
OFFERS
IMMENSE
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR WOMEN,
BUTIT

ALSO
PRESENTS
SIGNIFICANT
RISKS.
PROTECTING
WOMEN'S
RIGHTS

ONLINE
REQUIRES

A CONCERTED
EFFORT

FROM ALL
STAKEHOLDERS

parnography without the victims'
consent. This form of cyber harass-
ment i particulurty devastating, as
It it anly violates the victim's pri-
vacy but also damages their repu-
tation, leading to severe emotion
al and psycholagical traumain
2020, India saw a surge in deep
fake-related crimes, with several
women finding themsehves trget-
ed by fake ex pﬁ cit wideos rircu!fgl-
ed on social media, The difficul-
ty in proving the falsity of these
videos adds another layer of com-
plexity, leaving victims with Him-
ited avenues for legal recourse.
Although Sections 66E and 67A of
the Information Technology Act,
of 2000 cover the transmission of
obscene material and violations of
|‘nv.|ci,'. thie law i catching up
with the rapid advancements in
deeplake technology, and enforce-
ment remains o significant chal-
lenge.

Harassment on online gaming
platforms:Another concerning
trend is the rise of cyber b
ment on online gaming platfo
These platforms, often perceived
as spaces for entertinment and
community, have increasingly
become hotheds for toxic behav-
lour and online shuse. In many
instances, female gamers are sub
jected to sexual harasssment,
including rape threats and abusive
language, uITr:n from anonymous
playersin India, while the gaming
community is growing rapidly,
there is o lack of sp laws
addressing online sment
within these platforms. This gap in
regulation means that many
women are beft vulnerable to abuse,
with little recourse for protection
or justice

The National Commission for
Women (NCW] has acknowl-
edged the issue, but more compre-
hensive policies and industry stan-
dards are needed to tackle this
emerging threat Role of tech com-
punies and gaming platformsTech

companies, including socil media
pluttorms and gaming companies
LL ear a significant responsibility in
pratecting users from anline abuse,
While major social media plat
forms have implemented pcrﬂuu
against harassment, their enforce
ment is often inconsistent, allow:
ing harmful content to E\mlmr
ate, The Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Medis Ethics Code) Rules,
2021, introduced by the Indian
government, aims to hold these
platforms more accountable by
urging them to remove unlawful
content and safeguard user priva
¥ , the efficacy of these
guidelines is still in question, as the
sheer volume of content and the
evalving nature of cyber threats
present significant challenges.
Online gaming platforms, in par-
ticular, need 1o adopt stricter
community guidelines and report
Ing mechanisms to prevent hanss-
ment and abuse. Developers and
platform operators must prioritise
user safety, implementing robust
systerms o detect and respond 1o
Incidents of online harassment

E mpmunu wamen
digitallyEmpowering women to
protect themselves online is cru
cial in combating cyber harass
ment. Digital literacy programs
that teach women how to safe
guard their privacy, recognise and
report abuse, and |1.nig.|lf online
spaces safely are

She:ThePeaple are nuklng strides
in this area, providing resources
and education to women across
pport networks and
helplines also play a critical role.
The National Commission for
Waomen (N W&ha\l.:um.hcdwv

helpline, to assist women fa
onHinc abuse. However,

these resources are accessible (o al
wommen, including those in rural

and remote areas, remains o chal-

enge.
Global collabaration and com-
munity initiatives:Addressing
cyber harassment requires interna-
tional collaboration, s online
abtise often transcends natlomil
borders, Indias participation in
global dialogues on cybercrime is
crucial, but mare robust cooper-
ation with other countries und
international anganisations is need-
ed to effectively combat cross-har-
der cyber harassment.
Community-based initiatives are
also vital, Movements like #MeToo
and #CiirlsAtDhabas have demon-
strated the power of collective
action in raising awareness and
advocating for \lfnr.gt Localised
efforts, such as workshops, com-
munity discussions, and advocacy
campaigns, can help create wafer
digital spaces for women.
Looking ahead: The digital age
offers immense opportun
woimen, but it also present
icant risks. Protecling wo
rights online requires a cone
ufklinrl from all stakocholders—gov-
ernments, tech companies, civil
society, and individoals.
ddressing the evolving
s of cyber harassment,
including deepfakes and online
abuse on gaming platforms, we
can create a safer, more inclusive
digital environment that envpow-
ers wamen to fully participate in
all aspects of society.Balancing
the protection of wornen's rights
with the pres ion of free
speech will be a key challenge in
IE years o come, However, by
tuking a comprehensive .|p|ln|.z\.h
that includes legal reforms, tech
accountability, education, and
community support, we can
make significant strides in pro-
tecting women's rights in the dig-
ital age.
(The writer is Founder Aalekh
Foundation; views expressed are
persanal}

logistics and supply chain management in indian scenario

As the country makes strides in space exploration, these technologies will play a critical role in economic growth writes Prof Manoj K Tiwari and Dr Rofin T M

sensing, satellite communica-
tion, and web geographic
information systerns (GI5),
The Gilobal Positioning System
satellite-based radio

oplstics and supply cha
Lmamgcmcm are cruckal

loundations of the Indian
economy, guarantecing the
effective movement of prod-
ucts, services, and individuals
throughout the nation, The
Indian government has effec-
tively reduced the logistics
GDP from 14% tw sround
TE% to B.9% through the
implementation of programs
such as Bharat Mala,

quF\lullmltwmldw.d oo
graphic location duta. The
Indian Regional Mavigation
Satellite System (IRNSS) b
created its own regional satel-
lite navigation system called
NaviC [Navigation with

trace recent wars between
global countries or state
botndaries that involve rivers,
mountain ranges, and oceans,
Surveyors employ the ac
cy af absolute positions to e
ate maps and establish proper.
thmg

It is possible 1o determine the
as  optimal locations for factlities,
.aﬁm:ah: resources, establish
warehouses, and ide
able sites for multi-modal

sels and contalners, providing
information on their velocity,
speed, direction, and posi
tion. This technology \\llP-lg
i .ml]:.- benefit the port and

pistics industries. The subject
of focus for worldwide govern
ments in recent years is intel
ligent tra |1'|pnr|.|n|0n systeims
for urban traffic management.
The extensive utilization of
GPS technology in autdmo-
biles presents a tremendous

ira-

ers,

o,
P

traffic I'Im\ -Lduu:d conges-
and strengthened safety
dures. Satellite-derived
data can be used 1o exchange

atures on urban thermal envi-

PO,

- This technology can assist
- army and police departme
in tracking and tracing activ-
itiee. Incorporate Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) inio
1 | satellite systems for opera-
S, .

a8 cove rquf

tions that go beyond the visu-

al line of -.ItJ\l(E\VI 08), \uxll
terrestriu
and providing assistance in
areas affected by natural disas-

ing conn

capacity to surmaount obsta-
cles. Developed nations are uti-
lizing space-hased internet to
5 acquire sitborne laser scan-
5) data for the
pose of reconstructing ral

overhead lines, hence provid-
ing reliable and secure trans-
portation se r\fn.‘i‘-. The imple-
i satellite-based

Jlu_l'-
iy

places characterized by diffi-

tion, and space internet, India
can increse the efficienc
reliahility, and resiliesice of Its
logristics networks. Space tech-
nanEv including satellite com-
munication, CGES and remote
sening, revolutionizes logistics
by enhancing real-time track-
ing, optimizing routes, fore-
casting the weather to mitigate
risks, and improving invenio-
Ty management, f\lﬁlil:nn ally,
space tec ?cmhlugk)h.dcum-

garmala, and PM Gati
akti schemes

The recent triumph of
Chandrayan-3 holds the
potential to greatly augment
the capabilities of Indian space
technology, The successful
mission %\z{" cnhanced the
existing capabilitics of space
wechnology, such as satellite
nivigation systems, remote

i

Indian Constellation). Navic
is designed o offer it
Iocation data for bath domes-
tic and regional purposes. The
constellation of seven satellites
provides dependable position-
ing services not just within
India but also to a substantial
arca spanning 1500 km outside
its borders.

GPS technology can be wsed 1o

logistic parks and special eco
nomic zones. Telematics s a
technology that combines GIPS
technology with computers
and mobile communications
nietworks to provide improved
automobile mavigation sys-
tems. The Wide Area
Augmentation System
(WAAS) can be utilized to
monitor the movement of ves-

prospect to transform. traffic
management. Thousands of
vehicles are sending real-time
datn from urhan roads, includ-
ing latitude, longitude, speed,
and other pertinent metrics
The dynamic information can
be uttlized to facilitate various
research and applications in
Intelligent Transportation
Systerny, resulting in improved

information between airpart
planners and managers and
their counterparts at other
agencles o C\]IK'dIlI.L infra-
structure development and
urban planning activities in
their respective regions,
Rerivote sensing can be applied
to evaluate the impact sﬂ[‘.lml
Gl_':li"l: patterns, land wse types,
and increasing urban temper-

ters ar prone to interruptions,
Space [nternet is a tebecomimi-
nications service that utilizes
satellites positioned in geosta-
tionary orbit, namely at a
height af A6 kilometers
above the Earth's surface,

Unlike the constraints
impaosed by fiber-uptic cables
or wireless networks, these
satellines in space possess the

cult wopography, such as the
Hirnalayas and isobated regions
Inthe m:nh cast. The integra-
tion of space technology into
logistics and supply chain
management offers India a
pathway to achieving ity
of Atmanichbar Bharat, By
leveraging advancements in
satellite navigation, remote
sensing, satellite communica-

munication nerworks for
seamless coordination and
fncilitates advanced geospatial
analysis for l.ulpph chain man-
agement, enhancing adept-
ness and reducing costs across
industrics.

personal)
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New pensionscheme
Staff welfare, fiscal prudence equally important

HE Centre has unvitled broader benefits
for Its employees in the new guamnteed
pension scheme. The Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS) s surely o politioal response
to the growing nationwide demand to
revert to the pre-2004 Old Pension Scheme (OPS). The
Centre cluims the UPS, to be implemented from April
neadd year, will benefit 23 lakh employees. Those cov-
ered under the curmont National Pension System will
hive a chanee 1o shift to the UPS. The move b8 srmed
ut resolving the debate on the OPS, o cause champi-
oned by many Opposition-ruled states, including
Hirmachal Pracdesh and Purjab, on the ground that its
benefits are more favourable to employees. With an
eye on the upcoming Assembly elections, the BIP
rubed states are expected 1o adopt the UPS. The tweol-
ing of the pengion scheme presents o chance to the
stakeholders in all stotes to have an informed disous-
sion, keeping an open mind. A summary dismissal
witheut an in-depth stsdy of the provisions or efering
insightful suggestions will be an opp lest,

Thes Reserve Bank of Indina had last year fagged
concems about the strain on government finances und
sccumulation of labilities for the states opting for
OPS. The Centre’scontention is that the UPS ia fiscal-
by more prudentas itisa funded, contributory scheme,
unlike the OPS. The likely additional strain on the
Centre and the states now has official sanction, Strik-
ing a balance between employee welfane as woll as
their sepirations and fiscal prudeneemust be the guid-
ing principle, Both are equally important.

The mixed response by the employees’ unions is on
that expectid lines. Sticlang ton hard Sanoe 1 on unnes-
sonableapproach As foremployess in the private sector,
their hopes for any enhanoad pension and retirement
benefits do not seem a priority for the government

Modiin Ukraine
Diplomatic tightrope between East and West

RIME Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit

to Ukraine marks o pivotal moment in

Indin's foregn policy, rellecting o deleate

balance between its historical thes with Rus-

sla and its growing engagement with the

Went. This diplomatic outreach o Ukruine, coming on

the heebs of Modi's July visit to Moscow, signals India's

nuanced approsch to avigating the comphex geopoli-
tics of the Russio-Ukraine conflict.

Indin's relationship with Russia has beon o cormner-

OPINION
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Charge of the Indian-American brigade

Kamala Harris' presidential nomination is in sync with Howard Dean's 2008 prophecy

g

WP NAYAR
STRATECIC ANALYST

OR a country with o
relatively short history
by the standards of
humankind, the Unit-
el States, which does
niok Hve even by Uhe brevity of its
history, s seelng o diffemnce in
it ongoin g presd dential election
eycle, The justooncluded Demo-
critic  National Convention
(DNC)L which broke glass cedl
ings, was replete with history.

It wan appropeiate that Hillary
Clinton, former  Secrelary  of
State, Fiest Lady, Senator and
2016 presidential candidate, was
the primetime DNC speaker
who reminded the American peo-
ple, more than anvone else by
impheation, of the Geonge San-
tayana adage — “Thase who cun-
not remermber the past an: con-
demned o repeat it.” She did not
quote the Spanish philosopher it
the Chicign oomvention, though
Thie bagest setbock in her career,
a defeal al the hunds of newbie
politician Donald Trump eight
years o, wos pactly the nesult of
nol remembering hidory. Specil-
ienlly, the history of US elections

Laxst e, Hillary recudiedd that
warnen in the US got the rght to
vole oy 104 years ago — on the
day before s he spoke — in 1920,
Thee first time a Black woman bid
for o presidential nomi nation —
unsuccensfully, of course — was
nof very long agoc in 1971 Taelve
yeam ket Hillary tock her
youeng daughier Chedsea to mest
Gemldine Fermro, the fimt
wornan nominatied for Viee Pres.
ident of the US And in 2016,
Hillary muce almost 56 million
eracks in the gl celling with
her canclidaiy of amajos party for
the White House. That was the
nurmiber of popular votes Hilliry
recetsd then, Kamala Hamis,

the incumbent VieePresident,
hopes to shatter that eracked
Wogy ceiling i November und
bomme the first woman Pres-
et of the US. 1T Harris wine, she
will also bvak o ghiss celling for
South Asian-Americans,
Historically, # has been at
Republionn National Conventions
(RNC) that Amerion's past hus
been cclebrated. In part, this hus
Tbeen becmise someof the grent US
residents havebeen Repuldicans
— Alraham Lincoln, Theodon
Rooivdt and Dwight D Eigen-
Thowes, b mention i few, Lincoln
ws the first ‘red-biooded” Repul-
T tobeelected Presichant, o cite
the partys prefermed oolour Othe
ers who onbodied Republionn
iddenls were elected s Democratic:
Repuiblicnns of as Whige, aoorel-
ingtopolitical descriptions during

HISTORIC: Karmaln Harris isa step dossr Lo shattering the ulimate glaas coling, mume

‘The first Indian 1o
attend a DNCwasa
Sikh American, Dalip
Singh Saund, in 1952,

Indians were not
allowed w embrace
US nenionality until
legislation permitting
itwas passed in 1946,

Tution of the US

The US did not have a Cather-
ine the Great, o Bismack or @
Chanalkya. So, it fell on Regubl-
wuns in the final demde of the
lost century and in the new mil-
lennfum o aeate an con of
Ronald Reagan. AL every RNC 1
attended through five presiden:
tial election sasons from the
year 2000, Heagan was the great
Republican hero, That changed
with the arrival of Donald Thamp
o the politicnl seene.

The BN Cin Milwaleee this year

was btzeme, First-trme voters who
attendecd it could not be Hamed if
they thought US history began
only in 2016 when Trump began
hits improbsible and then unge-
chictabie eueest for the White Howse.

Indians ore, unfortunately,
familiar with such o catmibro-
phe in their midst. To tum
around o memarable desorip-
ton of demaocraey by Republi-
can Lincoln, the Miwaukee
gathering, which renominated
Trump as their purty’s nomi-
nee for the November election,

was a convention of one Gumily,
by ome family and for one fam.
ily: the Trumps,

Only one pemon and one fami-
¥ by extengion mutters in the
Girand Ol Party ([GOP now. The
Republican Party has become a
ault. By con trst, o hundred fow.
e bloomed al the DNC in Chica-
#o. Brilliant orators ke former
presdents Bl Clinton  and
Barack Obami, who represent
elversity, bloomed. Sodid fommer
Firat Laly Michelle Obumo, whio
erjoys o phenomenal g bl
aneptance despite never hold-
ing an elected office.

The first Indkban o attend o DNC
wis o Sikh American, Dalip
Sirych Saund in 1852 Ininns ke
Sound were not allowed 1o
ermbimee US nationality until leg-
lathony prerrnittingg B was puoseesd
in 146 Soune was e fimst Indi-
an-Ameriein o be deded W the
S House of Representatives in
1656, Had b not been fellod by o
stmiler in 1962, Saund may have
risen much higher in American
ol ities. Thee LS ol neot. see anoth-
o IndianrAmesican in either of
the chambers of Congress for
mother 42 veurs. Today, there are
fveolthem, all Democrts,

The GOP has elected ondy o
Indan-American to the House to
date: Piyush ‘Bobby Jindal A
T checndes ngo, Indiansdme -
an Republimns, olong with

sympathetic White amd Hisparde
GOP leaders, drew up a rood
i for getting those b Jindal
into stutewide publie offios in
southern states, known as Dix-
ieland in popular eulture, It had
some suceess when Jindal was
elected as the fimt Indian-Amer-
eun Governer in any US state in
2007, Nikki ‘Nimrata' Holey
i e, in Sodith Camolina, four
yvarslater The plan toput mom
Indian-Americans in clected
affices in Dixde stales appears
to have fazled out Jindal and
Haley both made unmicoessful
bids to be GOP nominees for
the White House in subsequent
election oveles

‘With ethnic half-Incdian origin
Hauvis now o hemtbeat oway
fromn the White House, Indian-
Americans and thei rformercom:
patriots back home must pay o
tribsute 1o her rise 10 o forgotten
former Democratic Pary chief,
Howarl Dess. Atheeeterm Gow
ernor of Vermond snd o presiden
tal aspimnl two deomdes ago,
Denn was the first national devel
US politiclan to predict the rise
ane doy of an ethnic Indian as
Amerion's President. Rew people
remember that in 2008, Dean, as
Chair of the Democmtic National
Committee. wrote an artick in s
paibBcution of the Indinn-Amer-
amn Lesdemhip Initistive. This
imnitiative was created to put TS
atizena of Indian origin in elec
tahle pubbic offices, myght dosn
from locul school boards, oo unty
oouncils and as city mayors o
hdgh up on Capitol HRIL “Tndban
Asmveri cuns are beading the charge
to strengthen our (Democratic)
Party, elect our candidates and
ensure that we build a govern-
ment that lives up 10 the ideals
that inspined generations of Indi
un dmmigrants to males Amedo
their home,” Dean wiote, “Per-
haapys they inchade o future Demo-
crotic Preaident of the US"

Harris was a local party func-
thonary seeking bo grow in public
lifie in her home state of Califor-
nda then, There b no evidenoe
that Dean bad Haris in mind
‘when he wrote those Bnes. Tocay,
they appear prophetic,

stone of its foreign policy, particulardy in the defence
sector, where Moscow remaing a key supplier of mill-
tary hardwaire. Modi's trip to Moscow reinforeed this
hond, emph India's strategi tonomy and it
refusal to be coerced into taking sides by external
powers. However, India's dectsion to engage directly
with Ukraine demonstrates it commitment o
upholding international lew and sovereignty, princi-
les that are fundamental to global peace and secur-
ty. By visiting both Moscow and Kyiv, Modi has gkil-
fully managed to maintain India's traditional ties
with Rusaia while also addressing the conoems of Lhe
West. This balancing act is erucial a8 India geeks o
enhanoe its global standing without alienating either
side. The visit to Ukral n particular, signals to
Western allies that India is not indifferent 1o the con-
flict and is willing to focilitate dinlogue for peace,

Moreover, Modi's engagement with Ulaaine could
open new avenues for Indi in terms of energy security
and eoonomic tes with Europe. As the West looks o
rechuce its dependence on Russian encrgy, Indin’s strate-
g positioning could yiekl sgnificant economic and
diplomutic benedits, The PM's remarks in both Moscow
and Kybv show that India is leeen to promote gobal stabil-
ity This appeoach not only enhances India’s role on the
wuorkl stage bat also reaflioms its commitment 0 posor
and disdogue in an Inemasingly polarised workd.

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

We become not amelting pot but a beautiful mosaic. — fimmy Carer

Uneasy encounters
with politicians
SURINDERJIT SINGH SANDHU

business houses and people in government jobs

—d (peeking greener pastures) stort ‘investing’ in the

prospective winners. 1 remember an incident when 1

became a witness to what generally transpires during
mestings between candidates and investors,

One day, at 5 am. my bois rang me up and caid: "Please go
tothe house of Mr Singh, a femer minkster, and tell him that
1 have dome his work regarding o dnema hall in a murket. |
i not absle to contect him Please hurry up, ws he will lbave
for electh ring in his i
Theboss didnot givee me thime for reasoning. One of my cal-
Tengues, who wis well versed in the art of maintiining good

i with the politi who mattersd, o tokd me,

r VEN before the announcement of any election, many
—

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAMORE, TUESIAY, AUGUST 26, 1924

Provincial autonomy
MADRAS has in one respoct set an excellent examphe for the
rest of Incdia. The Legislotive Councll of the Province all but
unanimously adopted o resolution ot a recent meeting
reqpuisiting the Local Government to forward 1o the Govern-
ment of India the opinion of the Councl wrging the grant of
provincial autonomy to the Presidency. The motion wo s sup-
ported by the representitlves of practically all sections of the
House, The only exceptions were Lhe members of the Govern-
ment who I neutral on th | thiat they kad been
calbed upon by the Central Government to forvard thedr views
on the mutter in o confidential communication, and the mem-
ber for the depressed classes who opposed the motion on the
ground that thelr interests would sufler if his proposal were
pled. The utber ind hiteness of the lastr

plen was pointed out by another member who hiad no diffiewl-
ty in showing that the depressed classes stood o gain by
provincial aulonomy being granted. The non-Brahming, the
Swura | purty, the Mahomedans, all lent their ungualified sug-
port to the motion. Sir KV Reddl, ex-Minister who represent.
vl the fret, condemned dyarchy as bedng s Calluee and dilst-
vl on the practical difficulties in the sdministration entaded
by &, The Legiskhtive Councll, he sk, must have complete
control over the puree, and if finence was made o tranaerred
subject, it followed automatically that oll other subjects must
be transferred also, The same view was expressed by the
spokesman for the Mussailman community.

‘During the indtal period of my service, | went to meet a for-
mer chalrman of o PSU in the election season. He way sur
rounded by influentiol people. Time and again, he looked st
mw with plercing eves Graclually, his look s sturted conveying
hidden anger = | had come empty-handed. He then com-
pletely ignord me. He did nit tell me to gt oil, bt rather
stuted thit I was getting late for offce.’

My colleague added, "He did not acknowledge my wish-
e for his suceess in the election, perhaps because 1 hd
not brought anything for him'

1 wisualesed o simior st uathon in my case, [ bad seldom vis-
ited any politician’s house. 1 parked my vehick and started
walkinyg towards hishowss diffidently, The security people and
the staff had tobe respectful to an important officer of the dis-
trict, After passing o three-tier security. Lentered the palatial
ehruwi gt rooer. The ex-mindster looked at me with contempt,
knowing well that 1 was an ‘uncooperative’ officer, He was
sure that | hatd nol come with a baghul of money. Bul [ was
ghoked to g that same women officers of the disftrict were
present there with money, 1 comveyed my boss's message,
which he listened 1o with no interest. The entine group was
Taugthing et Joud. Fluttery was in Use air

* ¥ous will win this time by o marginofone lakh votes,’ some
of them predicted. Others sald, “No, no, Two lkh!" The for-
mer mindster said, "You know how honestly 1 have been
working. [ dicl thix, | did that" The group members sald,
“There hag never béen o more honest minister than sir, Oth-
erwise, you oould have earned crore Bke others” They knew
the truth but haed W beonmie s bo remain n his good book &
Someone remarked, “Your honesty will be rewarded”

Everyone knew that the ex-minister had lost the elec-
tions theee or four times, He suid ke o saint, ‘Patoo nahin
kis manhoos do paisa ao jeanda ae te hoar da munh
dekhna painda ae {Dont know which jinxed person's
money lands in my lap and results in my defeat),’

India bats for peace
Apropos of ‘Modi's Ukraine visit is the mes-
sage’ (The Great Gamel, the article was a
thought-provoldng  read. PM Narendra
Modi's visit to the wartorn country comes at
avery eritical juncture. Modi's enrbier vigit to
Moscow had raffled a ot of feathems in the
West and in Kyiv Russia’s cxcesses in
Ukraine have nled much of the Western
watld, So it s understandable why the Modi-
Putin hug had sent shockwaves ocross the
globe. But the PM has done well 1o send out a
strong mekange for peace. 1L is imperat ve Lo
Impress upon Putin the urgent need to bring
an end o the yearsdong con{lict, Hopefully,
good sense wall prevall aned leaders on both
michis will agree to stop this senseless war
SUBHASH C TANLIA, GURLGRAM

New Delhi can play peacemaker
With reference o “Modi's Ukraine visit is
the messge'; the a visit to the confliet-
hit country o pros bilateral trade Ues is
an apt reflection of India®s tradition of non-
alignment. The Modi-Zeenskyy higg comes
mo't bong after the PM's Moscow sajourn. By
cluming o be on the side of peace, New
Delhi is performing a delicote balancing
sel As o country that enjovs good ties with
both warring nations, India can play the
role of o peacemaker by bringing Moscow
and Kyiv to the negotiation table. But it
must tread with caution. India’s rellance
on Russian crade oil has irked the West. A
mingle misstep can put Ukrnine off fuwdber
o ijset Russia, hurling India's interests,
LALIT BHARADWAL PANCHRULA

Refer to the editorial Unsafe women', many
women doat feed safie in public places, ot their
ool worke, orsven ol theirowm home, The bra:
fal rupe aned murder of o doclor ata statequn hos-
pital in Kolkats highlights the inadegquocies in
security anurgernentsforwomen and healthems
workers. The hospitl suthorifies must ensure
Shuat e employees or voluniecms beng ropedin
by their modical fcility have no criminal
onteoedents. CCTV camems should be netalled
hver nescrssany, anc seourity st be boefid
i s urfortunate Ut all effons by U govem-
mmeenk 4o redn in sexunl viohmer igginst wonmen

THE EDITOR

harve fndled. Ancl so oflen, mpe victims Sce mone
stigrma i socsety than the perpetndors. A change
tnmincsed is the need of the hour Simply rmak-
gt ard enfarcing kavs isnol enolgh. 1 b tmeto
ot a rmultidmmensional approach that Bouses
o el o, oommuity
and enhanced support sysems

KR BHARTI, SHIMLA

Kamala's moment of truth
Apopos of "Candidote Kamala'; Donald
Trurmp's retum to the White Howse seemad
hevinritabde st o few weeks ago. But Jos Biden's
decision to diop out and ket Kamala Harris
replace him at the bop of the Demormtic pres-
tentind tidert hasupencsd therase Searalogrin
on polis currently hive Harris and Thamp reck-
anck-neck in certain stutes, while some others ghe
the former o small edge. Kamolt's well
rehenrsed speech ot the Democmitic National
Conventionwas prchetblywell recened among
mernbers of ber party But it is uniieely to move
thaose who have ko supporied Thamp, Ramala
s juset oveer twvo moniies el to persuscle Amers-
cans who e still undecded to ghve hera chance,
FL SINGH, BY MAIL

Yes, she can
Hisfior to ' Canelielnte Kamala'; she hus prresmised
Americn afuture that neither Donald Trump nor
e Badden coukd] deliver on. Asthe election cam:
: he e, Harri s bothithe
attention and the momentum she needs to
win. But it remins to be seen if the Democrar
tic Party pregdential candidate con sustain
the koo el fior hony long. Besided, her stand
on keyisues has come under heavy soruliny.
Bl she has what it takes to win an election
GREG ORY FERNANDES, MUMEAI

Trump and Hairis poles apart
Kamals Harris mnd her Republioan opponent,
Thorald Trump, are poles spart on most isaies
They are very different from cach otherin every
sense. While Kamala bs abvays careful of what
she nayx, Thump is a loose cannon, He i all
ubout plirying o the gillery, Tramg locks the
dagority und detneanour expected of a presider
Toandidele A 154 et ik thes

take of voting Thimp back to the Oval Office, as
hels gven e abusing his powers

AMNASH GODBOLEY, DEWAS (MF)

Legtony 8o the Eitor, fyped in doutse space, should rot oxoeed 1o 200-wond b,
Thes.o shouid te cogéntiy willten snd can be sort by w-mall tee
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N Auigut 16, 1675,
then B glackesh
wwadent Sheikh
Mujibur Ruhous
and his  Bmily
wen isimsinated in the carty
Hours e s eop d'eat by Ul
army personnel in Do’
Dianmondi, The New  Yirk
Tiivies qquieber] the Diuibon vilio
ma cduirming that the dep was
“iny the gronter interosts of the
eoirilry" 1o efud i 'sutooratie
government’, Mujib's chose
aumocine anel cubinet minkster
Flaomdoler Mostsg  Ahmad
Roak oy afber e coup.
American Journdist
Lawmerice Lifschulte, then a
leaading vokes in South Aslan
developmients, recalled that
he wan informed abaout this
while of the Inclian Indepen-
chenoe Dy ool ebrations st the
Fed Fort, ackd ressed by Prime
Minister  Indira  Ganclhi
Banglidesh's The Deily Star
[November 10, 2008) quoted
Tirn ns mying that “the Unit:
ed Sotes hisl prior knowd
edge of the coup whidh killed
Mugihs, nnd that the Americon
Emilmsny personnel hod held
discussgions with individuals
involved in e plot more
thain six mentha prior to his

Eht tribuﬂf JALANDMAR | MONDAY | 26 AUGUST 2024

desith.” “The sene tionul th
oy, which wid nol proved,
was thst an Americe- China
axin was growing o under-
cul PM Indira's growing
nfluence in South Aska,
Tschorel by ther Saovied Uniion,

Hewr thia ke contin-
uend b agitabe Indban politeal
md intellipence drdes for a
loryg thme. In Decvmiber 1975, 1
attenaded the annual DIG-CID
conifereiee on el genoe and
arime in New Delhi ss the
Depruty Commissionsr of the
Spedal Brunch-CID b Bom
bay In those diys, the state
chiefs of polioe cid not meet
A of inbeligenee
pouen.  The  Intellipgence
Buresu usoad to host only the
deputy inspedon genenil of
the stute. However, offioers of
0l Central gencies, inchuding
the Reseirch aid  Analysis
Wing (RAAW) and the CBI,
uped Wb in sttendanoe.

Dur eoniferenos was inougy
tuted by then Home Minister
Kasu Brahranands Reddy at
the Vigun Bhowun ofter a
welcome wa' the provious
evenisgg at PV Indin's house
1, Safdarping Road, Red-
v muggeation Wit we ned
ol o e vt over forelgn
developments affecting our
sevurily was mberpoted as @
e lesel exiticd syl REAW dnee
thervwica geneml impression
thit our foreign Intelligence
WEeTCY Wl rermbe i antici
jating the developrments

We spient the: last day of our
wnference with REAW offi
cers mo that we oould be
triefedd om externil divsiop-
merits. Dudng the discis

OPED
Nations ignore intel inputs at their own peril

e

4,5"" . i‘j/ ‘

WWIARNING: Then PM indinn Gandil had s bed FEAW chied FEN Kao toolert Banglados h President
Sl Mujibur Rebenian stroat e boeoming conapimcy of & coup. .

wos, 8 sendor DIG (CTD)
mikid RN Kao, then the chiel
ol FLEAW, aloaded question on
whisther we were ‘aaughi nap-
ping” during the Bangladesh
coup. Thowe in e audienos
quiirmied in thedr seits o the
ecprorted oyl omios From Ko,
who was 84 the peak of his
power und infhaenoe. Howe
ot il bwe skl b B bt Tow
e wis, <] cun assure you
that we wete not surprised ot
the developairits.

T il miot varberatand S full
ot of Kawo's answeer intll 1
Jotned REAW in May 1076 to
niny hine o forelgn intells
Renoe agency workes, which for
onitsbers would appear b be
labyrinthine, an it onnot

Foreign intelligence
QEencies Somietimes
run into headhwinds
inconveying
information
that applies to
evena friendly
foreign nation.

kot the pubslic probsea] ofan
bl agiency or o lowsand-
onder  department. Al we
ooulddo in dnemstanoes o
these wis process and comey
mich information  Usrough
iplomatie channels, keeping
Eerrey s the prime oljectie
In thin ose, PM Indim had
widoedd Koo to alert Mujibur
ot the loomingg conspiragy.
Koo tokel me sfter hisn petine
ment thatl Mufbur had dis-
missed  such o possibility,
Uhiribeingg Ut b people woak)
ot dho nrmythbng like that.

The s was (he cuse with
thee Auggust 10 coup sttampl
oginet  Mikhoil  Gorbaches,
then Genwral Secretary of the
Coenmiinist Party of the Soviet

Union. Al Amerian japens
actuied the CLA Conral listedl
e Agency) of not derting
the White House. Il wis mate
worse when news  ggonches
wperidl that US Pressdent
George HW Bush hod leant
st it Proan CNNom August 18
while on o holilay st Ken
nebunkport.  Bush  eon-
firmedd this in his book, A
Wordd  Transformed (1958),
which he jointly wmte with
his Nuthonal Security Advis
er. Brent Seowerofl

Himever: Buish aleo added
that then Depuly Natbonad
Seourity Acviser (ater the CIA
Disvsetor) Fidsert Gaiesthaed et
i it beoalkfiat on August 17
and briefod him that the
“propective signing of the
Union treaty meant that time
wals nunnbng out for the hard
lirwrs, anel they might fed
mmpdled w0 st Goles
thought that the thmat wm
sevous, althagh he had ho
pecific nformation on what
might hagpen. “The neoa day
he plottens strudec™

The Los Argedes Tienes sadd
on Seplember 20, 19656, that
dheedansifled CTA documents
nclicated thot the ageney had
reportisd as sarly as May 1091
that “Gorbachey would be fin-
Iehesd politioul by even i hesur
wived i coups attempt” I asdd
the first ropoct (Apeil 19, 1081
eommveyed that the keaders of
the Soviet mildary, the MVD
trternal peourty pollor) and
e KGH (in el Egenoe servion
wele “making preparstions
for @ broad use of force in the
politicnl prodess.” The secret
CIA report  added  that

“preparations for dictatorial
ruile Bavie begun”

Jarmis Risen, o notec) intel 1
wenoe expert who had om:
] the pepont, s decshon-
makers  often  faiked 1o
unaderstand the import of the
CIA's repxorts and wed upon
them. It bs this faibue, which
wiis evident sven during e
peocessing of intellgence pri
oF W the attack on Pead Har
bour on December 7, 1841,
thast eontiaues to bedei] secu-
ity decindon mialdng

Sornetimes, foregen ntellk
Eence agencies nen into head
windls in comeying informa
thon that apples o oo o
Frienelly fiavign country, Aguet
from  our  exgetenes  in
Barygadhish in 1975, we faoed o
similar situation in SA Lanka
In October 104, we had
peonved intelligenoe that the
LTTE (Liberstion Tigers of
Thrnil Bl wus obout o oon-
et ah operion near Colomy
T mbemngg thee sarms Bnes it dhied
aginst Rajiv Gandhi in Moy
VG0, This tme, the tanget wa
Gamind Dissnayake, One of
Sn Lanka's brightest polit
clang, he could have become
the il nation's PM

Wi had comeved i W Sd
Lanka through  diplomatic
channels. Bul - Dissanayaboe
el B0 of his fallowers were
s inabied in o nudesde boamby
ottuck during a joll rully on
Otober W, 1904 Our sdvimi
Intelligeneoe did not tronslote
It profective or preventive
nethon bevause of & syskemic
i huge in inte Bgonoe-prooess:
Inuig i that oountry

WVies are poemonal

Chinas quest to replace Tibet with Xizang is destined to fail

DHUNDUP GYALPO
SECAETARY, BUREAU OF HIS
HOLINESS THE DALA LAMA

HE term ‘Sauth
Tibet' frequently
s L in Inelinn
ricritho )
3 nating
miginformstion from Chi-
mese fwe outlels, A recent
report cliimed that Ching
has rermed 30 mone places
in  Arenochal  Prilesh,
which Beljing amserts are
part of ‘South Tibet',

In  common  parkice,
Tibetans may mefer o the
eastern, western, central of
northeastem  regons of
Tibet, but there i no term
South Tibet” a0 geogmph-
e proper noun in the Tibetan
eadonn - o foet easily vedfied
by consmiting any Tibetan
dictionary or encyclopaedia
This tenm s an entirely new
Chinese construct

Betjing truly deserves mocog
nition for i excosptional mas-
tery bn the polities of names
Their prowess in manipulo-
iy ramies — whether of poo-
ple, plices ar concepls — an
stmtegle  polithonl ool 1o
masert powar, control narm.
tven, shape ldentities and
Infurce pulstic persption i
o mustoncles in propaggancda.

Adassicemmpleol China's
dominance in shaping the nar
e on the S Tibetan con
fliet i evichont fireen thstr die
nition of “Tibet' Reell The
Tkt refierredd to by China ks
peogruphicnlly distinet from
the Tibet that exista in the
hwarts and minds of the
Tibetan people. The People's
Republicof China, established
in 1849, considen only the
“Tibet Aitonomous Reglon®
(TAR), croated in 1005, o Tibet

an ancient nation with a
dih history spanning thou
smanel of yeurs! Tradfionally,
Tibet consistid of three
reghona: U-taang, Kham and
Amdo,  When  Tibetans
speak of “Tibet', they mean
all three regions, encom
passing approxdmuately 2.5
million square km

In line with the dassic colo-
bl dlivicle-and-rule policy, the
srcullend TAR indudes ondy
Utmang and parts of Kham,
Wit the nerrining aris frag-
mented Gn sulonomous pre
fectures snd counties, and
Incorparated into the nelgh
Do ng Chinese provinoes of
Qinghal, Sechuan, Yunnan
and  Cansu  Qinghal, foe
iaumple, b oompossd entie-
Ty of the trackthomal Amdo and
arta of Kham

The emipesiton of the aip
ment democmbically clectad
lenchershi pof the exile Tibetan
polity highlights the  stark
ooty of China’s defin-
tion of Tiket, For cxample,
lacth the cumvent and former
Sikyong (Presddent) of the
Centrul Tibeten Administm.

.

tion belong Lo arean outside
theso-called TAR Thectiront
Sikyony, Penpa  Tworing,
belongs to Amdo Chentsa,
now part of Qinghal peovinee,
while former Sigung Lot
s Sangny belongs to Kham
Lithang, which Is ourrently
within Sechausn provinee

In previous  SinoTisan
Ralks, o key demand from the
Thloetan sicke was e catablish
ment of i snge autonemous
Tikwetan adhmin istration
enompassing  all  Tatan
o reas. This i o
cil for the genuine mnphe
mentation of Chino's consth
ttional provisons reganding
rational negional autonomy:

Betwoen 2002and 2010, ine
rounds of formal talks took
e betwesmn representatves
of His Holmess the Dulad
Lama and the Chinese Gow
emrrwnt, Befjlng, howeve,
ejectod our entine proposal,

IMENTITY: Wivon Tibsetans s ok of ‘Titet, thay misan sl thme rgons — Uitsang, Kham and Amdo, mocs

China’s
military conguest of
vastem teriiories
ol Tibet was swilly
followed by the
renaming of newly
annexed places,

Irwehuclirg our medguest for o sine
ge Tibetan  adminktrative
umdt, They claned that the
propesed sutonomous regon
wontled B oo barge and that
Tt baivne b stor cally ey
ot bevn governed under o sine
e i nbstruthon. This dalm
o a clenr chstortion of histor
ol facta | quote an exoerpl
fom o seech by former
Kalon Trpa, Prof Samdhong
Rimpoche:  “Tibetans  were
tnder one  adminstration
st the mkd-ninth century:
Lavti:, Tikserbirus waetis gk e
Integruded into one adminis
trution in 260 under Drogon
Chosigval Phakpa. This wie
oalfered to him Ly emperor
Kublof Khan s this offering
ephctly refers 1o the three
Cheoticos with o clear deraro
ton of s borden. Such unk
fedl ackmibnbstration remabned
winrtll the 17801,

Ching further distorted the

definithon of “Tibet’ by intro-
dhicing the notion of Greater
Tibet', While Tibetuns, lke
oo from any other nation,
prowdly refier to Ul hame-
R s greut, Beljing has very
deflly mphrassd  this as
‘Grester Tibet'. This s a
vicous distortion of Tibetan
territorial  bdentity  For
Tibetans, there s no concepit
of 'Grester’ and “Smalker’
Tibet: there Lo sty Tibet, as
underitood in our collective
COnSCHAEIERL,

Bl jiig has now gone b step
o0 far by attempling Lo sup-
plant the term “Tibet” with
Kimng', It Is inportant o
note that Be jing's defnition
of even “Kizng' differed
both before and afler the
invasion of Titet in 1(40.50,

In andient mes, such as in
the SinoTibetan treaty of

B21-822, the termd ‘Great
Tibet” and ‘Great Ching'
were wed. Before 1M, the

Repubilic of China employed
the terms 'Inner Tihet” and
‘Outer Tibet' to differentiate
regions within Tibet, similar
o the use of “lnner Mongo-
lia' ol “Ouitier Mongolia ' for
Mongolie.  “Inner  Tibet'
refisrred o the arvas under
Chinese control ot that me.
while “Outer Tibet” denoted
midependent Tibel. These
terma also appeared in the
Simla Convention (1013:14),
which  invoheed  Great
Britakn, Chists and Thiwt,
China's grodual  malitary
wongquest of sastern bemriio
s of Tibet was swilily fol-
I Ly the renaming of the

newly annexed ploces. For
eoanmiple, Ziling was renamed
Kinkng, Dhoartsodo becamae
Kunding, Bathang (my
homeland) wus changed o
Bu an. and Chamdo was
resamed  Chongdu,  Chinn
thern dhevelopsed aid promaot-
o it own narrative, clabming
Lhust oy e Vet bioriess el
the effective control of the
Government of Tibet ot that
themes comatituted Nizang

They  belive  thet by
renaming  places  annexed
theough military e s

and forging new kdentities
and  historion]  nooTetives,
they cin grudually root oul
and empe the deep, cen
turies-okd bond between the
poogle.of these wreas and his
torie Tibet. The current malk
. hosverver, ks quite the opgao-
wite. Sinoe the disintegration
of the mighty Tibetan
Empire in the ninth century
el the eventual inception of
the Dalsi Loma's Guden
Phodrang  Govemment  in
Tikwt i 1842, what ks ublepui-
s  wcross  the  Tibetan
plateau today s & strong,
deep senme of common lerr
bordal arsd nutioma ] identity.
Befing's quest lo replace
‘Tibet' with Kizang' s,
themelore, destined to fuil, If
higory ks any gk, the
ot o of C hinese kenti
ty through the distortion of
higtorical and culural narm.
tives will only further alien
ole the Tibetan people and
wtrengthen thelr senme of dis
et notiomal jdentity
Viewos re permomdal
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