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SC joins battle to
protect children

An expansive judgment on child pornography
plugs legal loopholes, offers a curative
framework to deal with the crime

battle against sexual exploitation of children

received a boost on Monday with the Supreme

Court judgment that held that viewing in

private, storing and possessing sexually explicit
material involving minors, all constitute a crime under
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and the Information Technology Act.
The apex court's order, which overruled a Madras high
court jud that held mere o or storage of
“child pornogrphy” was not an offence under the law,
also took an expansive view of the issue and offered
acurative framework to deal with it.

There are multiple tak 1ys from the judgn
authored by Justice JB Pardiwala. One, the Court has
said that the term “child pomography” i a misnomer
and suggested that it be replaced by “child sexual
exploitative and abuse material” or CSEAM. This
change should remove any ambiguity about the
heinous namre of the crime and frame it as anact of
violence against children — pormography involving
adults attimes may be consensual, which does not
constitute a crime unlike in the case of minors, In the
Court'swords, “Child sexual exploitation is one of the
most heinous crimes imaginable, and the offence of
child pormography isequally as heinous if not more, as
in the latter the victimisation and exploitation of the
child donot end with the initlal act of abuse. It, in
essence, turns the singular incident of abuse intoa
ripple of trauma-inducing acts where the rights and
dignity of the child is cominuously violated each time
such material is viewed or shared”, Two, the Court has
spoken about “constructive possession” to bring the act
of viewing child pornography without having physical
possession of it (for instance, watching on s
platforms on devices) under the ambit of law. The Court
hins held that parts of POCSO and IT Acts be interpreted
accordingly to plug loopholes so that offenders do not
take advantage of technology t© circumvent legal
barriers evected against the trading and consumption of
CSEAM, Three, the Court recognises that weaponising
the law alone is insufficient to deal with CSEAM crimes:
The order speaks about the need for better societal
understanding of the sexual exploitation of children,
preseribes “positive sex education” for better awareness
about these crimes, and calls for a compassionate
approach towards the victims of violence.

The onus is now on the legislature and executive to
implement the Court's vision, A larger conversation in
soclety and administrative action — from appointing an
expert panel to devise health and sex education

programmes to mising awareness about POCS0 —
should help raise the bar against CSEAM crimes.

Women'’s stories, as
mainlined by cinema

aapataa Ladies has been picked as India's official
Lmuyﬁurmeﬂscmmmﬁmfmlmmcaa
| Light, which won the Grand Prix at Cannes earlier

thisyear. Thisdecision has sparked a controversy., given
that AN We Imagine as Light. witha prestigious global
award already underits belt, may have had abetter
chance to be nominated for the Academy Awards.
Be thatas it may, there is a larger message in how the
debate has boiled down to two sensitively told stories —
of women, made by women, Laapataa Ladies centres
around two very young brides in the Hindi heartland
dealing with a traumatic situation while staking all to
keep their hopes alive, All We Imagine as Light, on the
ather hand, is a lambent exploration of female
friendship and care through the lives of three nurses.

Thetwo are partofa larger trend seen in Indian films
that have women, especially from ruml areas or at the
peripheriesof the “cosmopolitan” metros, as
pre Ists, These wol question patriarchy in
settings that mirror the dominant social and cultural
mores of real life. Think Sandhya from Paggfait, Badru
from Dirlings, or Mahima from Kathal. Women-centric
films, in the past, were mostly relegated tothe fringes of
mainstream cinema, if not pigeonholed as arthouse
productions. Laapataa Ladies, All We Lrnlgl'nmsl.{g‘.l.t
and the others in this | hifi.

Thisshift perhaps reflectsa churmn at the grassrocts
where wormen are marking out their space, even in
matters as fundamental as economic independence and
political agency. That said, while we celebrate these
films, the Indian cinema industry needs tostay in step by
turning its gaze inwards in light of the Hema Committee
report on Malayalam cinerma.

In Sri Lanka, a vote for
change, political reform

Voter disillusionment
with the traditional
political elite is behind
the rise of the NPP. But
to build an inclusive Sri
Lanka free from ethnie
and religious tensions,
president Dissanayake
needs to gain the trust
of Tamils and Muslims

nura Kumara Dissanay.
ake, leader of the
Mational People’s Power
(NPF), was sworn in as
the new executive presi-
dent of Sri Lanka on
Monday at the Presidential Secretar-

Wimnukthi Peramuna (JVPL a leftist
party that Dissanayake currently
leats. The JVF. founded in 1965, hasa

i Party (SLFP).
Since 5rl Lanka's independence in
1948, the palitical kandscape has been

history to seize power
through armed msurrections in 1971
and B89, both of which were met
‘with brutal reprisals. Despite these
sethacks, the party survived and
rebranded itsell in the early 1990s,
re-entering the democmatic prooess is
el opposition force,
‘Whille the JYTs presence njpardla-
menil s historically boen minimal, It

by the UNP and SLFP
hmnlj) mzjorlu of UNP formed a

i ned a rep for
ruption and incompe
tence within the ruling
elite. s image as an
uncorrupled political
movement resonated
‘with parts of the ehect-
wrate, though it strug-
ghed to gain the wide-
spread Urust necessary

Kaushalya
Kumarasinghe

Jana Balawegaya -
Sl]lmh'mmzﬂ'hmamhmu“ Anura Ki Di " driven by publi an end
1[} the SLFP formed Sri Lanka Podu-  to ‘misrule, SriLanka L]
Jana Peramuna bed by Mahinda Raga-

bt of wihich wene Sounded by Ly e status quo, The success— nayake and the KPP can tum thelr
members of the Sinhala elite. These — of the movement in ousting Presldent  promises of reform into angible
pearses budlt vast patronage netwarls, subsc- for the people of Srl
exchanging jobs, welare, and resour- i, :qgluln shilt i the politcal I..lrlh.n( wlmlhnh:hnmu(lhmkl
ceslor This patron-cli- h voters d resist
entsystem gfal social change. :hrthnr@ellwwrr whhw:pwurr
wal dependency, mnlllru; Digsanayake’s victory, driven by  age networkes dismantiec and the tadi-
the clectorate’s develop: I f  tiomal elite’s palitical legitirmacy weak-
ment of an isue-based  misrule, marks awrming point for St ened, itis undildy they will bealble 1o

political consciousmess. Lanka. However, as the iew exceutive rmasﬂnhrq-md:b'
For decades, these net-  president, hilie, the NPFs growing pop-
works allowed the UNP - umental challenge of governing & ularity suggests it farma relatively

and SLFP to maintain
their grip on power,

nation still mired in cconomic erisis.
Some political commentators believe
that the NPP has demonstrated both
the will and capahbility to lead Sri Lanka
toward development by prioritising

equitable cconcmic polic

governance with a sirong foais on
madernising instinatons and address-
Ing the root causes of cormuption and
inclficiency, the KPP is well- positoned
o drive reforms and foster bong-tem

fat. a location deeply symbolicasthe  togovern, ==  despite growing dissaris-
epicentre of the 2022 Aragalzya fstrag- Inrecent years, how- Faction. Comruption, nepo-
gle) protest movernent. which played  ever, the KPP — through coalition-  tism, and inefficiency were rampant,
a by role I.n former president  building with civil society organisa-  bui vosers often rema
Gotabaya R an Dissanayake, thons — has ransformed the WVP's  parties due io tse ianglie benefis o
Mio T sescuared] anly J\iu‘llwm in Imge and hrwdemd unppe:u received. Additionally, both the UN
in, masie & . the once  and SLFP have historically used nation-
Mmlmpwm mmlhu:leﬂbn Inw.lrd Innklng JVP hi.mam allzm and relighon as wols o consali-
dytiamic prs o Bueh
varlety ol  whews, ﬁx dhist e imejor-

pnpuhlly.mh draatic inchase i
suipport e Nlects the growing infwence
off thie protest movement and the pulb-
lic's dhernamd for change. Many ¢ redit
the Amgaiay for playing a phvoial ke
mDImNu;;v;Im i, pasitioning him
and the s vinble aliermative to
the tradisional peliticnl establishment.

The KPP s a coalition formed
under the leadership of the Janatha

ety ol
Instance, the NPP became the first

ity's wllpun :jul Irscqwll divisions
and ¢

politicnl party in S Lanka

LGETI wights b its ehection muanilesio,
More importantly, the party’s focus on
antfcorruption, econamic and social
Justice, and coomamic has neso-
nnbed with voters disiBusianed by dec
adesol mismanigement under the two

Thie Aragalaya movement in 2022
marked a significant departure from
this traditional political culture,
Fuelled by public outrage over the
COURLEY's coanomic rdnpen andl the

The KPS eloetion manifesto also
advocates for a und bal-

stroag government afier e upooming
parlamentary cections, Trans lating
their policles into concrete social
change will depend largely on their
ability to secure & parliamentary
mujority, Te build an inclusive Sri
Larkan nation free from ethnic and
5 tensions, 8 they have
in miandlesto, the NPP will
zalnthe trust of morthem and easten
Tamils, Musbis, and Malayuha (hill)
Tarmll cormmundties. Although winaing
over these communities, who have
fad ot

anced foreign policy, allowing Sii
Lanka lomglgccmsummlp ml‘h

s from Sinhalamajority poditical
parties, will be challenging, the NPFs

mafor powers whil 8
AN on any single country. For Indin,a
III.InJl:L'li Sri I.lnhl lvll:lnul more st

traditional parties, thel
Party (UNP) and the Sri Lanka Free-

Imuum aof a mmmn that fclt

e
regional peace and security,
The question now is whether Dissa-

ficult but not impessitie task,

Kaushatya Kurnarasingfee s o Sintaaa
mevelistamd snckolyghie
Theviews opressd sre permmi

Semiconductor deal with
the US a big strategic boost

in the Cold War, Now, it will again

establish the strategic haves and
have-nots of the 21st century. Just as indus-
trial-aige arsenal made sure that you never
ran out of ammunitan, in the digital age you
will nexed chip Fabrication (fab) strength to
ke saure that you do nat rn out of chips,
Amwdmmum criticnl domain of mod-
erm, dlectron| rhiing ricles on the suffi-
clency of |:||uant1ly and quality of chips.

The salience of the meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and United
States (US) President Joe Biden in Delaware
last week, where the two leaders halled a
waters hed arrangement to establish a new
semiconductor fabrication plant in India that
will be focused on advanced sensing, com-
munications, and power electronics for
natlonal security, next-generation telecom-
munications and green energy
applications, is o be read against
this backdrop. The fab, which will
b established with the objective of
manufacturing infrared. gallium
mitrice nndl silicon carbide sermicon-
ductors, will be enabled by suppont
from the Indian Semiconductor
Mission as well a5 8 strategic tech-

e chuipand the abilit 10 minkanrise
I computing power detenmined victory

Raj
Shukla

imports. Bharat Electronies alone spends
elose vo 21800 crore every yearon the import
af semiconductars. The aggregate military-
industrial complex in Indin spends over
TR0 crone on semiconductor imporis. The
new US-India fab armangement, therefore,
eould be a turning point In converting our
abject strategic dependencies into a historic
apportunity for strategic autonomy.

A peep into the nuances of the arrange-
ment poinis to the monumentality of the
achievement. India’s Bharat Semd and 3ndi-
Tech (the latter is o product essentially of the
ministry-of-defence-driven iDEX enterprise,
and therefore a feather in its cap) have inked
a collaboration with the US Space Force o
build the first, Inde-US semiconductor fab
with a locus on national seeurity. This his-
torkc agreement will see the US milltary —
the developers of niche cwtfdllesln semi-

I:Inmrm for a commercial fab o be
set upin India. This fab, in s, will
Focus on eritical fwoets of prowess in
modern warfighting, such as
adwinced sensing, communications,
and power electronice.

The caleulus in fact goes beyond
natlonal security: it encom passes
next-generation telocom infrastrac-

nodogy Bharat
Semi, 3rdiTech, and the U8 Space
Force.

The agreement will help io take Indla's
nascenteapacities in chips and micro-elec-
tronies not anly towards self-sufficiency but
also w a new, game-changing high.

As of 2024, glabal s:*lr-lwnduclm sabes
stand at & ering $526 8 billion, while
eoncurrently stimulating another $7 erillion
in ghobeal coono mic activity annually, These
also underpin a range of downstrean apphi-
cations in Artificial Inellgence (A1) and big
data, Alsa, sinee semiconduc loes power vir-
tusally every modern deviee, il menns indus-
triesjenterprises with aceess to the most
sophisticated semiconductors ooy a signifi-
cant advantage when it comes to the ability
1o manufacture the most ianovative prod-

ucts,
In 2023, India’s import of chips was
pegmed at S0 billion. Rather unflatteringly,
while 20% of the global semiconductor man-
power is located in [ndia, India has always
been a back-end design and services hub;
almast W% of Indkan talent works (n the
hed(d'[knsaﬁnrzlpmmpamﬂnrmﬂl}j.
melies on

turcand the hallenge
ol the green energy transition. The
ambitions run even deeper — to develop a

Driving EV climate gains
needs rethink on charging

‘nelia s made mosor
wereil electric vehicles (EV) over the past B«.
years ot s0. From o 0.6% share in vehicke
sakes in BOIE-1S, EV sales {excluding buses)
now nceount for 7.2%. We ane now steadily
closer o the double-digit rnru‘kl.- As per projoc

overnight,
s peswer and llmln;nn)'mlh‘mphn L]
an cye-opener.

In the present scenirlo, charging durlig
the day can potertially svokl nearly 10% extra
emissions than during the evening, which is

tianal Energy Agency, the fumre looks beight
00, Should we. therefore. be confldent about
achéeving significant greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissbon reduction from transport? A major
wli-{ abjective of transitioning 1o electric

bility is to decarbonise road iransport that

[ stabe-ol-the-art

ies that help lubricate partnerships

e Qe in the wider Indo-Pacilic, possibly,

even in the Global South, as a source of a

secure, rusted, and resilient supply chain for
[rlends and partners.

The very name of the company — Bharat
Seml = is maore than symbolic. Drawing from
Arthcke 1of the Constitutlon of Indi, the aspl-
ration is to build an Indlan deep technology
behemoth, albeit one with an insernational
wisage. i strategic meset that Indin could wickd
fmthe pursuit of its interests. It could abo be

to about 12% of India's energy-re-

lated carbon dioxide emissions, And as in all

oommpliex probiems, the devil s in thedetads,
The benefit to climate by EVs in India is

conditional. Prina facle, the absence of tail-

pipe emisslons in EVs means reduction in

direct vehicular carbon dicxdde emisslons.

However, switching to EVs leads o

shifting the energy source toa feet

of power plants, The greenness of

pavwer supply varies by country. In

India's case, fossil fwels mect as

much as three-fourth of the coun-

at nsector bevel, As the grid elec
tricity mix becomes mone sslar dominate, the
time-of-day emissions profile of EVs will ger
further. Therefore, ensuring el imate
gains from EVs needs serious thinking.

makers, Industry sakeholclers. and consamers,
First, by aligning EV charging with greener
howrs: thmm“?mc-ul-dny eledricity tarifls
ehectricity at lower nites during periods

ol hfigh renewableenergy supply i inverthise
Eve tadlored] for reglonal comexis. Fur-
themmre. bt charg
sync with traved patierns and malnstreaming
batiery swapgdng a3 a charging solu-

oo { thant gives thee Ned DIty tochange

EV hattcries during daytime without
reguiing the EVaio be prked for that

period). Second, nidging production

and marketing of more efficient EV

the first step towards making India a defence try's ehectricity requirement, There- Shyamasis medels by making encrgy labdling
power house — if seven out of 20 most prom- fore, whether EVs can decarbonise Das manclatory for traction hattery packs
ising defence primes in the globe today, are India’s motorised rosd transport and systemes, Morcover, setting more
Chinese, how aboul some Indian competition should be ww‘rm"l‘-@- =———— aringent emission largets uncler
oot Relving on simpl mithodalo- future Corporate Average Fuel Eeon-

What isof even greater signifi I iy of  omy {CAFE) enforcement cycles with expanded

per-
haps is the fact that the infusion of ssart-ups,
the private seclor, and an entrepreneurial
drive in Indian de[enre Iave begumn to bear
Fruit. rkative, signed by Modi and
Biden in 2022, Ialcl outavery clear vision of

theentine Indi

private sector and start-ups in

the
and lorge partnerships in critical technolo-
coubd be the

cloctric muhiity, The share of rencvable ey,
particulardy solar and wind. in India's power

mlvmwlmu ificamtly the
day.| ml|uenang m&msmﬂw th EV

scope (currently applicable to passenger cars
wanly), Last, coupling BV changing mharum
\.«Ilh distributed renewable enengy

solar photovoltal pmdsm mlghlnmva-

m@mmmuuumw

BY

v Factors like vehicle use case, travel charac-
ristics, and avallabl ity of chirg g Infrasirc-

gles. The
of & perfect storm in such collaborative
endeavours, It may abio be legacy building
For both leaders — Modi for his audaclous
moves that have ked torune socess o hitherto
denicd technologies and Biden fer making
goad on his promises

The signing of the agreement will godown
I hissory as a symbol of the coming of age of

Muu?ﬂn-mwgﬂmdngpﬂnﬂlmnw
wnvoid GHG and deliver

p ol
Hrom off-sike ocatbons Otie does not lave 1o s
[pranctical dilTieulties (like lmbed space For nsial-
Ration and irngsct of shadling) in gencrating solar
energy on-siie. End-ol-life batteries can be an
Borriableand b

limited climate dividends or consuime even
more carbon wdmlﬂl:,m ther charging
alignment with periads of high renewalsle
energy svaiability, Current comparisons
between select EV and conventional vehick
msdieds fall to captune the diversity of vehicke

Indian statecraft. in the de

af an extraordinarily ambitious and game:
changing deal. We mtaiu consider celebrat-
i thes day as Aatmanirbharta Diwas (fonly
o take our aspirations in strategic military
self-refiance to ever-higher vistas of achieve-
ment and delivery.

Lt Generl (Rese) Raf Shoskls s member, Ursion
Public Service Comumission.
The wlews expresied are persemal

EMETEY P
Begm

:tun dmrh:iryln charge Wnd.\r!q mlm
and might-time.

By adopting this thiee pronged srategy, India
ean harniss the potential of EV transtion to
curh transpartation emissions and drive its
mhility o a futuire, Niot to forget,

i overall i il jtion,
The inherentenengy efficiency advantage of
electric drivetrain over internal combustion
engine across twoewhecked and three-wheeled
vehichs, passenger cars mdmlswtlm.ﬂr

the government has offerod quite sigificing

lmﬂhnpllﬂlmllnmnmmmuh
subsicies and preferential tax-treamments sopro-
oot EY adoption. It is in the nati onal inierest in.
ke these suppoarts count.

lshwedd, Howeer, EVs

dininishes when factoring in theannual aver-

Sccubm lurden of India's grid elecricity.
B L

oo

Stama st Dag i felfrw o the Centre for
Sociel amd Egonom i Progress. New Detfhi.
‘T wiews expressed ane persanal
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Visit wrap-up
The Modi US, visit announcements will
see New Delhi being put to the test

rime Minkster Narendra Modi's three-day
vislt to the U8 was marked by high-level
mveetings that hid o three-part focus. Fe
spent one day at the Quad and in bilateral meet-
inggs with U5, President Joseph Biden, a day in
New York with business beadlers and the diaspora,
and another day at the UN and in bilateral meet-
ings, The Quad Summit, delayed due to political
eyeles in the four member countries, was more
substantive than expected for a farewell meeting
(Mr, Biden and Japan's Fumio Kishida will soon
demit officed, The joint statement wis noted for
its sharp language on Chinese aggression in the
South China Sea, as well as on Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, where the lenders uphebd the UN chir-
ter on sovereignty and territorial integrity, The
announcement of inftlatives almed ot countering
Chinese actlons will no doubt ralse Beljing's ire: a
“Quad-at-5ea Ship Observer Misslon™ for 2025, a
Maritime Initlative For Training in the Indo-Pacii-
i (MAITRI} and a “maritime legal dialogee” 1o
support the “rules-based order”. However, In-
dia’s hesitation in joindng other Quwd miliviries in
contested waters in the Pacific Ocean remains,
and Indin’s presidency of the Cuad next year will
show whether those are overcome, Quad coun-
tries also committed o a "Cancer Moonshot" 1o
fight cancer, an initiative that can drow lessons
from the troubled Quad vaccine initiative, India
ancl the U5, were able to announce progress on
many strategic fronts incleding a military parn-
nership for semiconductor fbrication and India
acquiring predator drones. However, the tles
faced unspoken tensions over the lingering effect
of the Pannun case, including summons isswed
for WSA Ajit Doval in o elvil sult and a White
House meeting with Sikh activises who have cam-
paigned against India - all before Mr, Modi's ar-
rival. The message from Washingion appears to
be that the Pannun case cannot be overlooked,
Mr. Modi's message at the UN as well as in bilat-
eral meetings with leaders including Ukralnian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy was watehed
closely given recent moves hinting at India’s in-
volvement in a peace process, While Me. Modi
gave no further indieation of such a plan, his dis-
cussions with Mr. Zelenskyy centred around a
possible second peace summit, Al a diaspora
event, Mr. Modi said that India is now a “strong
vodee" of the Global South, and was taking up the
concerns of the developing world on the condlicy

with the globul leadership. At the UN "Summit of

the Future”, he added that the success of human-
ity would depend on s “collective strength, not
in the battlefield". The next few months will see
New Delhi tested not only on those lofty ideals

A break from the past, a new beginning in Sri Lanka

he swearingdn of Amra Kumara

Dissanayake as Sri Lanka's new elected

President on September 23, 2024,

mirks 4 new beginning of historical
significance., It symbolises a dramatic shift in the
class bases of political power - from a privileged
minority of Colombao-centrie, westernised elites
tes 3 beoac conlition of non-elite social forces, I
Srl Lanka's electoral democracy since its
Indepe e I 1948 had g | the
dominant elites unbroken continuity in political
power, it has now produced a break with the
patst; a moment of the magle that demoeracy and
fres and falr elections can oceaslenally produce,

Significantly, the election oweome also marks

4 peacelul and bloodless transfer of power, The
new President obtained his popular mandae
with the promise of overhauling a corrupt and
rotten system of government that had remalned
the birth right of the privileged social elasses for
nearly seven decades, The class monopaly of
pobitical power that has been instivaionalised
through demoerscy has now been raptuned by
the demaos themselves,

Transitlon and politeal rse
The National People’s Power (NPP), the palitical
moverment which Srl Lanka's new President
lisacls, has g short but transformuative histary, It
was formed in 2009 as an electoral front of the
Jumthu Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP-People’s
iberutbon Froat) with i mod il centrist
rl.d::rm ideology. Mr. Dissanayake was the NPP's
presidential candidate in that year, Until 2009, he
wans beading the VI Thie VP had been formed in
the 19608, which was the period of the New Left
throughout the world, The VP emerged as o Left
radieal underground movement with a
commitment to armed struggle w establish a
South Asian version of revolutionary socialism.
Parallel 1o similir radieal mevements in other
pairts of South Asia, the VIS early ideology and
political programme was influenced by Marxsmn
and Macsm,

“Thee VP tried out two armed insurrections in
1971 and 1987-85%, Afver the costly defeat in the last
armed struggle, a new generation of VI leaders,
who abundoned the gonl of socialism through the
lu'mcd !lnmﬂ. tnnsi::nncd the JVP into a

rty. ke belomgs o
this new hund nl V- l.-nt eommitted a the time
to the goal of soclalism throwgh electoral and
parliamentary politics.

Thie JVIP's transition to demoeratic polities did
not bring much success in terms of parliamentary
seats, In mest instances, it remained a small
opposition party, Its experiments with forming
electoral alliances with the two main parties, the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and Uniied
Nationul Party (UNP), did not enable the JVP 1o
secure s goal of being a "third foree” in Sri
Lanka's domdnant two-party system, The
b'm'nulllm ol m.'ullly wadd-buised and
id

ancd ambition for peace but also on actealish
the many announcements made during the visit,

nor-dogmatic NPP in 2009 was the
Jvp le:lc.mllllrl’n r\.nplwc o this paolitical

layadeva
Uyingusla
Emerltus Professor
al pelitical sclence,
University of
Colemba, S Lanks

The politieal
space for Anura
Kumara
Dissanayake
and the
Nathonal
People's Power
also Nows from
the impact off
IhL’ Jl}.z

v eTent

deadlock it repeatedly encountered,

Despite the KPIYs participation in the
presidential election in 2009 and parliamentary
electbons in 2020, it could secure only a litde over
A% of votes and three parliomentary seats,

[¥ by twi

The NPIMs rapid rise to hmmc a mujor palitical
force, weakening the tracitional UNP and SLPP,
and suceessfully making elaims to be the new
ruling party in 2024 is o direct outcome of two
developments, The first is the economic crisis
exacerbated by the COVIDAH pandemic of 2020,
The second is the deep soeial and politieal crisis
that exploded as the Aragolaya or the citizens
protest movement, of 2022,

Meanwhile, the management of the debt erisis
simce 2023 by the Sri Lankan government, by
means of a harsh austerity programme as
preseribed by the International Mometary Fund,
created widespread social discontent and anger
against the Ranil Wickremesinghe administration,
People saw the new tax policies and the
dismantling of the welfare programmes as policy
measures that benefived the rich and the wealthy
bussiness elasses while exacerbating the erisls of
the economic survival of the poor and the middle
classes,

Greswing poverty, income inequalites and

polarisation in Sri Lanka upljawmt o be between
the NPT and S]B - the 518 filling the space for a
right-wing party caused by the decline of the UNP
A8 I IS Party.

Getting down to business will not be casy
The new President will have a set of unusual
challernges and tasks before him. Sinee he has
only three Members of Parliament in Parliament,
halding early parliamentary elections is a major
Emperative for the new President. To form his
own government, the President is likely to form a
caretaker cabinet, Headed by the President, the
caretaker cabinet will have three other Ministers,
The dissolution of Parliament is most likely o
occur before or next week so that an election can
be held ideally in late-November,

To consodidate his government, the new
President will need a comiortable parliamentary
majority, of over 113 MPs, The presidential
election has dearly exposed a major licunae in
his electoral base, The NPP has a rather weak
presence in the distriees with sizeable Tamil and
Muslim ethnic minorities, The fact that Mr.
Dissanayake's vievory has been ensured primarily
by Sinhalese voters is an ssoe that demands early
corrective action. Making the NPP ethnically
pluralistie will enable the NPP government wo be
nelugivist of all of Sri Lanka's ethnic and cultural

Increasing social polarisation between the haves
and have-nots have generated a clear shift in the
people’s politieal loyalties— away from the
tradditional elite parties, 1tis in this context that
the NPP's reform proposals for a corruption-free
and pro-poor governiment could secure o positive
response in urban and rural electoral
constiuencies,

Thee palitical space for Mr. Dissanayake and the
MNPP o have emerged as a leading reformiss
palitical force so rapidly within two years had
alrendy been ereated by the Arggalaya. Its
powerful slogan of “system change’ and the hopes
It envisloned for a new generation of politiclans,
committed to eliminuting corruption, cronyism
and tyrannical government, fitbed perfectly well
with the NPP's agenda of reforming Sri Lanka's
politics, political culbture and practices of
governance, Thus, Mr. Dissannyake's victory is
slightly delayed political outcome of the

Aragalaya.

Thee NPP's rpidd journey to becomse Sel Lanka's
newest ruling party has also coincided with the
consolidation of the Samagl Jana Balowegaya
(S1B-Unified People’s Force) as the lesding
oppasition party. The combined presence of the
NPP and the 5] in Sri Lanka's parllamentary and
electoral politics sigrals the onget of & major
transformation of Sri Lanka's polideal party
systern as well, The UNP, SLFD and the Sri Lanka
Prsclugfaru Persmuma (SLPP), the three main
political parties founded and managed by the
political class of Sri Lankan elites, have been so
weakened that they can remain only as small
opposition parties,

Thus, the emerging frame of politlieal

communities, while also securing a clear
parliamentary majority,

Twor other tasks will test the resolve and
capacities of the new President and his
govermment. The first s about repaying the
external debst while taking the country's economy
back to the path of rapid growth, this time with
social justioe and equity as normative social goals,
This will call for a reworking of the austerity
programme which the previous government has
agreed with the IMF, This is the only way o
prevent the recurrence of social discontent and
protests by vast sections of the atfected people.

The second is about purifying public e and
the culiure of governance, Mr. Dissanayake won
the presidency on the strength of hopes he had
penerated for a corruption-dree system of
povernment. Erdicating corruption is easler sald
i an election campalgn than actually done after
the election because cormaption s a highly
institutlonalised, internatlonalised and
sophisticated voeation. Yet, the kssue of
corruption will be a crucial test of the new
President’s political success as well as his
credibility,

What the people seem to expect from the new
President is a new beginning that will lead 1o a

risine ehange’ (sal wenasak, in Sinbal), At
the presidential glection, Sri Lanka's people wok
thee first major step in that direction by elfecting
an umusually radical change in whe governs. It s
now up to President Dissanayake and his NP
gevernment to prove that they - rej
of the non-elite social elisses - al
and better democrats with greater sensitivity
people’s expectations for genuine change’,

It is an offence
Court has done well o darify law on
online content showing child sex abuse

he Supreme Court of India's dear deli-

meption of the penal consequences of ag-

cessing or storing sexual materlal con-
cerning children is in complete consonance with
the letter and spirl of the Protection of Children
from Sexual Odfences (POCS0) Act, Demonstrat-
g an enlightened approach to the social ques-
tions that arise from the proliferation of online
content featuring sexual explobtation of children,
a three Judge Bench has not only clarified the law
but also drawn plﬂmw 11:1. nﬂ:m o the Iun;lﬂlullw
intent ol | 1 the | state ofa
person accessing and vlwtlnu such material. The
Conrt has also acvocated that the term ‘child por-
nography’ be avolded in both the law and in
court verdicts, as it appears to teivinlise the enor-
mity of the offence of exploiting children 1o
ereate and disseminate sexual material to gratily
the perversions of a few, Instead, the Court has
suggested that such content be described as
‘Child Sexual Exploltative and Abuse Material'
(CSEAM), The verdict alse lays to rest doubts over
what exactly some provisions of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, and POCSO Act say on the
subject, us High Court verdicts have differed on
thedr exact implications, The case arose from a
Madras High Court judgment that quashed a eri-
meinal case againse an individual who had viewed
sexuil content involving children on the ground
that the law only eriminalised creating and dis-
seminating such content, and not merely watch-
img it in the private domain. The apex court has
now set askde the High Court order,

Invosking the doctrine of "constructive posses-
siom”, it has ruled that any act of viewing or dis-
playing of child pornegraphic material over the
Internet without actil possession or storge in
any device would also amount 1o * possession”,
made punishable under Section 15 of POCSO,
provided the person had g degree of control over
such material. Further, an intent o share or
transmit such material can also be inferred from
any Filure to delete, destroy or report such mate-
rial. It has cautioned courts agalnst narrow inter-
pretation of some provisions so that the legisla-
tive intent of penalising eyber-offences relating w
children is not defeated. I has drown atention o
Section 678 of the IT Act, terming it a “compre-
henslve provision” to penalise various electronic
forms of exploitation and abuse of children on-
line, The Court has reminded platforms and in-
termediaries of thelr duty to remove such con-
et as well as report it to polioe units concerned,
Its achvice w the government o implement com-
prehensive sex education programmes that in-
clude the legal and ethical ramifications of ehild
pormography merits immediate attention.

e

The NCrF as a framework for well-rounded education

ognitive inconsistency and axiomatic
C lermtionality become evident when a few

puat fireh the view that the spirit behind
and the structural reforms advocated by the

i 1l Education Policy (NEP) 2020 are

umsisitable, The NEP is a vislon document that
providies a broad comtour of how education can
b tramsformed in India while gering away from
thie clutchies of the colonial mindset. Th National
Credit pework (NCrF) is one of several
transformative reforms that are derived from the
NEP, providing a flexible template for educational
mstitutions offering school, higher, vocational,
angl skill education, Using the NCrF, higher
education institutions (HET) can give a unified
accumulation and eranster of credits ac
multidisciplinary educatic
education. The NCrF is
ruther than a regulatory one.

More flexibility for students
When HEIs adopt the NCrF, students can eam
credits in various activitles provided they

g an assessment, The NCrF gives students
ibility to earn eredits from classroom
eaching, laboratory work, Atal Tinkering
Laboratories, research projects, assignments,
tutorials, spor ‘uulu‘uuw yoga, the
Arts, mus i
Caglet Corp
setivities, voeatbonal and kil ed
.llui mjor projects, on-the-job training,
hips, apprenticeships, and experiential
. Previding lexibility and browd-based

reply rooted in the
ting higher education.
The position of those few who remain
Bafflingly immune o the dynamic and
forward-looking nuture of the NEP 2002
inherently “problematic”, Their dismissive
attitucle towards the curriculum changes based

Chalrrman, Unhersity
Grants Commission
and a former
Wige-Chancellor,
davaharlal Hehra
Unive raity

The Natlonal
Credi
Framework
ANCEF) alms 1o
help higher
education
Institutions
balance
vocational and
skill training
and knowledge-
penerating
academic
pursulis

on the NCrF shows thelr unwillingness o
understand India's socletal, technological, and
educational needs, This is precisely why India's
higher education system should steadfstly
rermaln dynamic and relevant o the country's
nieedds 1o svold the risk :l’hommlnmahmlm

In keeping with the inevitable rapid ec b

HEL would be to serve as nurseries for scholars
and intellectuals, However, such universities
shauld not be considered an end in itself, and
many other HEIs should also foous on vocational
nn.:id:kill traindng to enhance the employability of

When | skills and

and echnological changes, the NCrF alms o hn.-lp
Institutions remadn fexible and competitive,
Keeping the current and future evolution of job
requirements, there Is only one solution - revise
the currbeulum so that it s in tune with the NCrF,
HELs should demonstrate their capacity to adapt
to the evolving new sinsatons by bridging the
skill mismateh so that the career prospects of
students are not hindered,

Ay view that HEIs should remain the place for
the sole turpneu ol tralning students only 1o
become knowledge producers is an outdated and
obstinate refusal to see the reality, In the modern
world, HEIs, besides being havens of knowledge,
st ecuip stuclents with the skills and the
competenches needed for emerging roles and
sell-employment. However, such a dual role is
possible only when HEIs adopt the NCrF and
allow students w pursee their academic and
career goals,

Continuous adaptation is the key
Let us not promote an elitist brand of higher
education by not supperting reforms in higher
education; these reforms are necessary for the
demoeratsation of education and soclal equity.
HEILs must continuously adupt and relnvent
themselves in response o changing
clreumstances, Having a few hinder efforts in
transforming higher edueation in HEIs can lead
1o a stagnation and compromise the effectiveness
of our instiutions.

The NEP 2020 also advocates the
multidisciplinary education and research
university (MERL) concept. The focus of such

acoul
knowdedge through a 1lcxlhlewrrlt.ulum - s
envisaged in the NCrF - higher education will
become a tool for students to increase their social
mability, These opposing structural changes in
higher education advocate fossilised pedagogical
approaches that do not align with the pew
economic realites and soclal aspirations.,

Om vocational and skill training
Depending on the nature of HELs, Institutions can
Ly emphasis on voeatlonal and skill training,
focus on fundamental research, innovation, and
Entellectsal pursuits, and ensure that knowledge
productbon and skill training coexdst as deeply
nterconnected processes. The bottomline is that
those whao acquire vocational and skill training
can be as impactiul as those who produce new
knowledge, Therefore, there is no need 1w
Tallacioasly overemphasise or deride one over the
other as both are important.

The primary objective of the KCrF is wo help
HEIs balance vocational and skill training and
knowdedge-generating academic pursuits so that
HELs play a pivotal role in shaping indivicual
futures and socletal progress,

W must rebmagine our higher education
eurriculn by integrating Bexdbdlity and
multidisciplinary and skill-based courses 1o
transform India into an economie powerhouse
andd teehnological leader. Those who oppose this
flexibility in higher education curricula and insist
thut universitles should become elitlst only show
their unreasonable and owtdated view,

Whe vews expressed ane personal
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Israell striles twrning out to be practically | become the first country and community education. put an end to this from Jerdan even though it
Israel’s attack on Lebanon, Ineffective, globally to have eliminated Its achievement spells hope | stigmatised ancient Is free from this disease
killing hundreds of K-8, Venkitachalam, leprasy — a momentous for the rest of the world to affliction. India has ta leam aceording to WHO eriberion
Innocents including women | Kalpsthy, Palsidsd, Kersls achievement that was — less than one ease per
and children, is shocking, confirmed by the World W . ‘:"::'-‘Mt - . 10,000 pnpulallon But the
Tel Aty seems emboldened | The le Health Organization on Ninth paragragh of a report, d Shreyaa tahe Ind of the disease in
by an indifferent workd to Leprosy, a long-lasting September 19, 2024, mpzong paption” Mipod pege, Sepceniiee 13, 24 srroscs sl s the pnpulannn in small

unleash attacks on the
pretext of self-defence. With
the superpowers preferring
to wait and watch, the UN is

infectious disease, if not
detected and treated early,
leads to disability. It s still
prevalent. But Jordan has

Jordan's success |s the
result of years of public
health campaigns, early
detection, free treatment

‘v ok can e comisctind ry Tok

tioned Saurabh Kumar to be anoff spinner. He (s a left 2em orthodar spin
owler,

i
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numbers is a public health
challenge,

O, V. Purushothaman,
Chenaal
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Navigating cross-border insolvency

he adoption of
cross-border insolvency
laws is wital
international trade.
Integration of crosshorder
regimes into a nation’s legal
ecosystem is considered the
hallmark of sound insolvency
laws, Besides providing legal
certainty, they also improve the
‘health of trading entities with
cross-horder operations, thereby
benefiting investments and
international trade,

Implementing the Model Law
The debate on implementing
harmonised laws to deal with
cross-horder insalvency has,
therefore, been active, Since
late 19905, the UN Commission on
Intermational Trade Law
(UNCITRAL} has endeavoured to
implement its Model Law
developed on four pillars (access,
recognition, cooperation, and
coardination) across nations. Its
pastential benefits have been
recognised in several countries,
including India, by the Bankruptcy
Law Reform Committee while
drafting the Insolvency and
Bankruptey Code (IBC), 2016, as
well as the Indian government
(Economic Survey, 2022).

However, progress on the
adoption of the Model Law has
been slow. As per UNCITRAL, only
60 countries have adopted it
Further, there have been
variations in its implementation
{given its non-binding nature),
with nations tailoring the same to
their requirements by including
reciprocity/public polic
exne'pnm 'muTlaLmesl.m' d

India is also yet to adopt the
Model Law despite several
commitiee recommendations on
the subject, As per reports, a
decision an the same has
likely deferred again, The Union
Budget, while in support of
improving the 1BC's efficiency
through technology
platforms/augmenting judicial
infrastructure, was also silent on
this issue. At present, India relies
on limited provisions, which allow
bilateral agreements on a
casehy-case basis for cross-border

Amol Baxi

Wisiting Fellow at
Research and
Inkarmatian System
for Developing
Countries, New Delhi,
Views are perscaal

There Is a need
o Integrate
perspectives on
the Importance
of Insolvency
laws with global
trade in
multilateral or
bilateral roures

insolvencies. These have been
seen as ad hoe and inadequate.
arallel, in the last few years,
Indlu 5 heenmnecumu, Frog
Trade Agreements (FTAs),
Comprehensive Economic
Corporation Agreements (CECAS),
Comprehensive Economic
Partmership Agreements (CEPAS)
and their equivalents, As per the
Commerce Ministry, India has
signed such agreements with more
then 54 countries. The Ministry
describes FTAs as arra Tits

and protocols can be tailor-made
0 address individual cases. These
may be effective while
complementing the existing
system,

Alfter signing four new FTAs
(2021-2024), India is working on
similar agreements with several
nations (Economic Survey, 2024).
Hence, pending adoption of Model
Law, there is itle reason why
such FTAs cannot cover
insolvency. There can be

] i ion of

between countries to reduce or
eliminate tariff mon-tariff barriers
on substantial trade with the
scope of covering areas such as
intellectal property rights (IPRs)
and investments. Similarly,
CECAS/CEPAS are described as

cross-horder pr':m'siunu in FTAs
fequivalents, In their present
form, these agreements capture
disputes, IPRs, and even
sustainability, but mostly ignore
insolvency. If CECAs/CEPAs are

maore integrated agreements on
goods, services, and investments
while including broader areas
such us trade facilitation and
cooperation. Therefore,
examining how these agreements
capture insobvency is relevant,

Insolvency pruvlnimu
However, despite growing
FTAs/CEPAs and their importance
to trade, they lack detailed
msss—l:u]lderinsul\mnry
provisions, While FTAs are
relatively limited in scope, CEPAS
JCECAs are said to be "more
ambitious and look at deeper
regulatory aspects of trade”
(Commerce Ministry). However, in
their present form, most contain
only general disputes or trade
remedy clases. It can be argued
that FTAs facilitate trade, which
leacks tor calls for cross-horder
insolvency liws, However, such
laws are a vital ingredient of
imternational trade, and relevant
clavses need mt:‘j:l,'rahm in
agreements, ing the adoption
of any Mnnul;’uelsed law. op

As regards the Model Law,
‘while well recognised, the
ground-level verdict is not out on
whether it is the optimum
solution, easily implementable in
countries with diverse
ecomomic/legal regimes. There
have been alternate perspectives
from some scholars, noting that
international treaties, frameworks,

o capture deeper
mgu]abury aspects, why can they
not cover insolvency dimensions?
Interestingly. the vacuum is not
fenmcl anly in bilateral regional
agreements but even in some
important World Trade
Organizition reports, which omit
an explicit discussion
cross-horder insolvency while
discussing factors influencing the
future of trade, Thus, there is a
need to integrate perspectives on
the importance of insolvency laws
with global trade in muliilateral or
hilateral routes, Specifically, FTAs
are incomplete without
cross-border dimensions.
Therefore, there needs to be a

From optics to delivery

Making pre-poll guarantees is not eno

STATE OF PLAY

Sowmya Kidambi
Nikhil Dey

n recent Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections, the
Congress effectively used
the language of ‘guarantees’ o
emphasise delivery of its so-
cial sector ises, This per-
haps pushed the BIP to offer
promises saying they were
‘Modi ki Guarantee’. Eventual-

Iy, the use of this language of

‘uarantees’ boils down to the
citizens' quest for effective de-
livery. ]rl[ Telangana, the ﬁuu
rantee of tramsparency, effec
tive delivery, & and
accountability has become a
focus of attention of the State
government and the people, It
is  clear that launching
schemes and budget provie
sioning is only half the story,
In December 2023, the
Congress won the Assembly
ebections in Telangana. It re-
placed the BRS, which had
been in power for more than
nine years. The BRS, which
claims credit for giving birth o
the State, lost for many res-
soms. The most glaring was the
distance that had developed

more ingrained apy jom of
the importance of sound
insolvency laws for international
trace. FTAs (and their equivalents)
need to factor in appropriate
mechanisms to weather the
consequences of insalvency of
trading entities. This would only
strengthen the edifice of FTAs
being signed by India. This may
also form part of the government’s
agenda of framing SOPs for FTAs.
While the practical feasibility of
interlinking inschvency with FTAs
is best assessed by the Commerce
Ministry, the Insolvency and
Bankruptey Board, and legal
experts, considering the reality of
insolvency with cross-border
ramifications, the sooner these
issues are addressed, the greater
the benefits to India's trace.

the people and the
administrators. This was sym-
baolised by a lack of transpa-
rency, accountability, and the
failure to develop grievance
redress mechanisms.,

The Congress gave confi-
dence to the people that its go-
vernment would be a people’s
government and that there
would be ‘praja palana’ (peo-
ple’s rule). The optics of this
were quickly achieved by re-
naming Pragati Bhavan, the
camp office of the Chief Minis-
ter, which was previously seen
as the symbol of unaccounta-
ble power, as Jyothirao Phule
Praja Bhavan, It was opened to
the public for the first ime. As
it rolled out the Praja Palana
schemes, aided by desks o ac-

Telangana

a,rplicatinns for its six
pre-poll guarantees, and also
promised to sort aut grievane-
es in a time-bound manner,
the Congress government re-
ceived immiediate praise.
However, for any govern-

h; accountability is important

previous regime was hostile (o
the Right to Information Act
(KT, 2005, and proactive dis-
closure. Despite its publicised
open data portal, most data
sets are hidden behind admi-
nistrative logins and are acces-
sible only to the government,
In fact, no Government Or-
dhers wene put out in the public
domain after 2004, undermin.
ing the first step of transparen-
cy in governance,

A party instrumental in
passing the RTI Act needs to
reclaim and build on its lega-
cy. Section 4 (suo moto disclo-
sure) nd‘lhe Act needs to be im-

ment to fully imple-
ment its pre-poll promises, a
robust, transparent, and effec-
tive mechanism of citizen
maonitoring is required, where
a person applying can track
the status of their application
and have any related grie-
vance redressed. A public
hearing in Hyderabad on Aw-
gust 9, organised by a cross.
section of citizens groups exa-
mining the long tale of unre-
sodved grievances in the State,
reveabed how well-intentioned
programmes can get mired in
imertia and lead to dissatisfac-
tion. A subsequent dialogue
with semior officers dealing
with public grievances in the
State (Prajavani) and the Praja
Palana platform revealed sys-
temic shortcomings. This di
logue, followed by a meeting
with the Chief Minister, has
raised hope that a systemic so-
hution will be found including
the recording of grievances
twith dated receipts); public
facing digital tracking systems
monitored by a team at the
Chief Minister's Office; regular
mandal-level public hearings;
designated grievance redress
officers for time-bound ‘action
taken' reports; and appellate
mechanisms including provi-
sions for penalties  and
compensation.

People need full and easy
access to all information, The

I 1in letter and spirit
in the State, One of the finest
examples of a truly transpa-
rent mandatory and open data
portal is the flourishing Jan
Soochma portal, developed wo-
pether by the government and
civil society in Rajasthan, dur-
ing Ashok Gehlots tenure,
This has since been adopted
by the Karnataka government
and is called Mahiti Kanaja,

However, democratic go-
vernance goes beyond tran-
sparency. It is acting upon ey
ery violation of promises
made that delivers the mes-
sage. People reward action,

unish inaction, and want
promises to be kept. Their ex-
pectations are high — expecta-

tions that this ruling party
raised during its election cam-
paign, To deliver on the expec-
tations, the spirit of Praja Pala-
na and Prajavani will have
be made an invegral part of
Law and policy in the State, A
social accountability law, mo-
delled on the 2011 National
Grievance Redress Bill, should
be enacted immediately, 1t will
change the verbal guarantees
o guaranteed by law”,

Loy Kidambi is former Directar of
Saiety for Soctn Audie, Governments
of Antheres Pracdests amd Tielangans,
Nikchif ey is  social activist and a
Jorsmeder member of the Mazdoar Kisan
Shakti Sangmthan

Gukesh and Arjun reach stratospheric heights

| DATA POINT

Srinivasan Ramani

— one in the open category
and the ather in the women's
category — at the 45th Chess Olym-
iad at Budapest. This was not an-
r'_v the country’s best performance
at the most prestigiows team event
in chess, but it also featured some
superlative individual performanc-
es, This article will focus only on
the open section,

The Chess Olympiad has been
played since 1927, For years, the
erstwhile Soviet Union
the event and later Russia did. In
terms af individual performances,
the creative genius Mikhail Tal

l ndia secured two gold medals

gle Olympiad have been consi-
dered for this list. Gukesh man-
aged to score 9 points in 10 games
on Board 1, which is the toughest.
That s why the equally worthy
performance of his compatriot,
Arjun Erigaisi, on Board 3, earming
him 10 paints in 1l games, got him
aslightly lower ELOp of 2068, Only
Andrei Volokitin of Ukraine man-
aged a better E
though he did so on Board 5, the
lowest board, in the 2016 Olym-
piad. Other prominent players
such as Kasparov (in 2002) and
Vladimir Kramnik {in 1992 are al-
56 featured in this lis,

performances by the Indian vouth in the Chess Olympiad
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The new and old kings of the Olympiad

The data far the tables
Tabdle 1 Players who played in at least four Olymplads are listed inmnilngm theirwinning % (top 10). | n the table, In

were saunced f

and ADE

New York,

M Tal [ Bronsteln A
than Arjun, A Karpoy USSR (] (1] 80.1 !.I'l.ﬂ m G Hasparow Llsﬂj'lhll L] a2 AT 3.1.1 [
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Table 3: Top 15 performances in a single Ctymplad (min. 5 games). Data only since 1572

= |r tabsle 1, madal tallbas should
be read in the following arder:

leads all players in win |
(81.2%) among those who played at
least four Olympiads for their fed-
eration in the open section (Table
1) Tal won five mdividual gold and
two silver medals and helped the
USSR win eight gold medals. His
ompatriot, former world cham-
pion Anatoly Karpov, who went on
to represent Russia later, has a win
percentage of 80.3% — three indivi-
dual golds and six team golds. Gar-
ry Kasparoy, reckoned to be one of
the top three all-time greats, is list-
ed seventh with a win percentage
of T8.7% — three individual golds
and eight team golds,
The above table only looks at
the wmmng}:mmnrmq;u and does
or

not account for the strength of the
opposing players, This is mea-
sured by the ‘performance ELO

rating' or ELOp, calculated based
on the player's ELO rating and that
of his opponent, ELOp data is
ilable from the 1972 Olympiad
When all the players for whom
the ELOp is available in the open
section in each Olympiad are
ranked (Table 2), India's D, Gu-
kesh stands out. His ELOp of 3056
is the best-ever performance by an
individual in an Olympiad since
1972, Only those players who have
played at least five games in a sin-
cm

Gukesh’s opponent in the forth-
coming World Championship in
Singapore, Ding Liren from China,
might have had an underwhelm-
ing tourney in Budapest, but he
still maintaing a ELOp of 2783 in 46
games, World No. | Magnus Carl-
sen has borne the burden of lead-
ing a somewhat weak Norway
team in the 68 games he has
plaved and his ELOp of 2764 is un-
derwhelming relative to his own
ELCH {2830 currently).

Other stellar ELOps are owned
by the U.S's Fabiano Carvana
(2752 in 79 games), Bulgaria's Vese-
lin Topalov {2748 in 85 games), Uk-
raine’s Vasyl Ivanchuk (2742 in 90
games) and the U.S% (and pre-
viously Armenia’s) Levon Aronian
(2738 in 97 games).
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FIFTY YEARS AGD SEPTEMBER 25, 1974
India and Portugal agree to
establish ties

Sept, 24: India and Portugal have
decided to re-establish diplomatic relatons,
hezling a rupture which had persisted ever since
India become independent 27 years ago.
After a 90-minute meeting here to-day
hetween India's External Affairs Minister, Mr,
Swaran Singh, and the Portuguese Foreign
Minister, Mr. Mario Scares, the two Ministers
subseribed to s communique which said the two
countries had agreed o hold in the immediate
future meetings between their representatives
aimed at implementing the agreement reached
to-day to re-establish Diplomatic and Consular

publications,

1d, silver, bronze. For instance, i ing
r C:clln 3 plots the wial gzrrh:;_i 2 1 D.Gukesh [IND) 2764 ] 10 3056 o ’ny;rp;":n :nn:pl; relations, .ti.nd for concluding a cultural
ominated | played by each F'ﬂ?‘!”ﬁ?m‘“ : 016 [ Andrel Valokitin [UKR) | 2647 | 85 [ 2992 2ero sibwers and zer0 bronzes in um;.u;men s i

ELOp, Only players witha ELOpof 054 3 Arjun Evigaisi (ND} e 10 1 2968 tha individual events. He was communigue hat the new
2500 and who have played 10 e Tz T T e = 3 — also par galds Partuguese Government, Wh.ldj mdmnhrnwn
gamelmr maire are shown. II’ELﬂp — the remmants of the Salazar regime in Lisbon

across O i | 1 GIW.HBWHM L) ] L] L an S ph::'kmlalunue earlier this year, was ready to recognise the full
fsmre 1972) and we try o findout 2936 Ll Sami "h‘_""'”o” 217 L] L] 122 strength, The ELD systam mi;_mtyi?fmdialm th.e_fnrrnel Portuguese
the sirongest-ever performance, 2004 L] Sergey Karjakin (UKR) 2676 ] T 287 asslgns 2 rating ba each player, territories of Goa, Daman, Diew, Dadra and
Gukesh {currently World No. 5 in 016 1 Bandur Jobava (GED) 2665 ] 10 2936 using the results of previous Nagar Haveli, which had become part of the
the FLO live rafings) and Arjun 2008 3 Jargn Carl {PER) 2664 75 8 2935 games. |t adds weight b;m“" territory of India following their liberation from
(World No. 3) stand out. However, 2014 3 ¥u Yangyd [CHN) 2668 [T} 1n 2012 wach gama L the Portuguese colonial rule in 1961, )
they ha\m only played in two 1992 1 Gary Kasparow [RUS] 7780 85 ) 2908 For its par Ir_\diu as in the case of the former
Olympiads (21 and 22 games each). 5,5 2 Viadimir framn (RUS) | 2008 | 65 [ 2903 ;;ﬁ'xmﬁ:ﬂ:‘.‘nﬁr T:h ;er:‘mnes. ha.-s_agl:d toco-operate with

i 5 i Porty,
acmw':svxdlli,pl‘lizﬁ :: _EZH g:::‘ W0k 3 Dayid W L Hawell [ENG) 2650 75 & 2858 the player's ELO rating and hll:u,n::g;:ndecﬂfu"rl:;: for the preservation of
el ympiids w6 | 3 Viesiey So (USA) T | 88 m asse  thatafhis eppanantin that ingua ! pre:

gistered a stellar ELOp of 2806 (on- - I this case, the historical monuments in Goa and other former
Iy the lhjldzﬁrrjg:‘haw_:kinsm 010 b Emil Sutovsky ) 58) 2665 75 9 1895 ‘Diymiplad Portuguese possessions,
age above . Kramnik's
wiis 2787 in 90 games, Chart 3; Chart plats ga Eamaes) perfo

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 25, 1924
Madras Telephone Directory

The Madras Trades Association having
complained to the Madras Telephone Company
Limited of errors in the current edition of
Telephone Directory, the Company wrote
thanking the Association for calling their
amtention to the errors, They noted, however,
that the errors were fior the most
order of a comma instead of a full-s
wversa, and would not, therefore, prevent
subscribers when consulting the Directory from
abtaining the correct numbers, The Company
agreed, however, with the Association that there
should be improvement in the printing and
promised to take such steps as they hoped
would minimise all the errars of the type
referred to by the Association in future

rt of the
top or vice
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Tech diplomacy 4.0

Modi government's progress with the US is not the first time Delhi has put technology on the top of its
agenda, But today, domestic, external factors are coming together to facilitate a deepening partnership

RAJA MANDALA
By C Raja MOHAN

WHICHEVER WIAY ONE cuts it, there is no
missing the centrality and intensity of tech-
nological cooperation in Prime Minister
Marendra Modi's just-concluded visit to the
United States, Technology has been at the
centre of Modi's bilateral interactions with
President Joe Biden, d\c minilateral summit
of the Quad leaders, hi tion with the

US CEQs, and the address to the United
Mations Summit of the Future.

The outcomes from the P technology
diplomacy are expansive — you have to be a
real nerd o go through the long joint state-

i by the PM i with
Biden and the Quad summit and a tech pal-
icy wonk to absorb the meaning of the range
al new mmm They cover aneas ranging
hnology, mln—

com to artificial intelligence, ¢l

falter amidst ic populism, anti-

quantumcomputing, and small and mndul.u
muclear reactors to robotics. They cover both
advanced civilian and ml‘llury applications

Americanism, growing bureascratisation of
science and technology, marginalisation of
India’s private sector, Delhi's drift towards

and are bound twothe moderni-  Moscow, \ear u_—;m(ll_'l}'oi.am!rim
sation of India’s tech o lidaticn of the i ¥
lhlsxsnuthnﬁrsmmmmghmmm- regime that stnadlly reduced the space for
thetop of technology di

stramgy and diplomacy. There have been at
least three earlier nccasions in independent
India’s history when technology took cen-
lmmg: Each nfthnm pmscnded without

The space that existed in the then non-
sensitive areas was treated with disdain in
Dethi, Recall that Dethi mace it hard for [EM
o stay m India, And its lack of interest drove
us tor makers o Singapore and

© R Sosilwmar
tion from the scientific bureavcracy made it
hard for India to seize the moment,

Forone,

WWWINDIANEX PRESS. COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Hy awhisker, Mr Scholzs parey won a regional vote on Sunday that doubled as

an unofficial referendum on his government. But after a tumulous month, it

feels like a pyrehic victory”

~THE GUARDIAN

Making campus
equal, excellent

The problem of universities having low fees and
high costs can be resolved through endowments,
scholarships and cross-subsidies

MANISH SABHARWAL AND

could be. And the “American century™ was
partly fuelled by the prestige and alumni of
its universities. Kirty's thesis reinforces our
bellcftrBtZDlndlm unlmrslmsalmngthc
100area gnal

forthe arle be Fastron & s

o knowdedge and weapons | vidye & vikas
(learning and development), and proudyo-
Eiki & pratibha (technology and talent ) are

-} inseparahle.
PRAMATH SINHA ically,
THEGCI.'[!ENRIJLEaldecmh:ngEdu- nmsuppuur\g)ngimndmmwm
cation—thi India pportunity, A new
riated teachers, parents an maker o profit univer-

for centuries because making universities
equal [low fees ) conflicts with excellence
(high costs), Public funding breaks this

sithes are diversifying their funding beyond
fees. Only 4 per cent of the costs of Azim
Premii Liniversity are met by foes — thisis

tyranmy, but India's public debt w85
percentof GDP— c.m‘mxpand |ndnfnum|y

similar funded Delhi
University — because it started with more

oF infinitehy without
ancestors. Thankfully, the conflict between
equality and excellence is being broken by

it raise

and sc

Browwn University had acoumulated over a
century, The endowment raised by the
Indian School of Business (158 from multi-

subsidise, Over time, these universities will
improve our science and technology game,

it iighly in global busi-
ness schnal rankings without offering an
MEBA “degree”. Over 200 donors have en-

The return of a majority government o recluc Teover-  abled Ashokal tooffer 24 per cent
perver in 2014 unleashed fresh energy into i i a 100 per cent tuition waiverand
India’s technodogy diplomacy in the fourth dentenmllment in India, G0 per cent some financial aid.

he Modi A great universi and high The blggnst d|a|lcng|: Fnr non-profit
tieup some loose endsof the LS nuclear deal costs [ guality Faoulty, rigorous research and a is comvin to

and put digital and green technologies at the
topof the policy agenda in the first term. The
technological focus expanded to include Al

nice campas), lnmamst l'.wlmsaiﬂbw

CostsC fi and
h@mrs:m.m enrlusion. Inﬂu.-ury public
ISt

fund revenue expenses because it is easy
to confuse university buildings with
building universities. However, software

These

The return of a majority
o power in 2004

Malaysia. the large number of
Today, thedo-  scienti: i ined i i
mestic and thnntmlmwming together ITs, the lack of
|uu technology opportunities at home, stepped out and
India’s  walked through America’s open door to

security and prosperity.

The NDA government's new focus on
building advanced technology capabilities,
‘Washington's quest Fa(capahlcpartnmmmd

i

technological talent, Meanwhile, Soviet
Russia’s salience in India's defence, atomic
energy and outer space programmes began
o grow in the 1970s.

To thml cmd!t Indira Gandhi and Rajiv

fiort bo rearr

ing India on the one hand and the LIS on the
ather. Technology has become an impartant
focus of India's engagement not just with the
US but several countries including France,
Germany, Britain, Australia, Japan, South Korea

G. inthe 19805 to cor-
rect the failures of the first phase by putting
technological cooperation back at the heart
ofIndia-US relations and exploring the space
nutcs(lsmd outside the realm of the non-pro-

Ihuu Gandhi h-

and Si and the Europ Inion.
Back in the 19505, Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru put special emphasis on
gaining access o advanced technobogies asa
key driver of India’s economic modemnisa-
tizen, Together with Homi Bhabha, Mehru
reached out to the US and other Western

Jogical orii d his special empha-
sison mlcmm and computing capabilities
provided the palitical energy at the top to
push for greater technological collaboration
with the US. While the second phase pro-
duced some significant results, structural

and the external constraints driven by the

lay
th of nuclear and tech-
nodogies in India. The US also became a ma-

Indlasnucha:r tests of 1998 made mat-

jor supporter ni tlw Gmn n
throughc
oy ik afthcmmmm the pes

ception of India as a democratic alternative
tocommunist China — as well as the spirit of
“scientific intermationalism” and "develop-
mentalism” in the LIS lent maxch-needed mo-
mentum to Delhi's technology diplomacy.
By the 19705, the momentum began to

ters ed additional sanc-
tions, but they alm persuaded Washington
o seek a long overdue reconciliation with
India on nuclear issues, The Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh govern-
ments sought m build on this opportunity
and the big moment came in 2005 with the
India-US civil nuclear initiative. But deep di-
wvisions within the political dlass and opposi-

1 fresh energy into
India’s technology diplomacy
in the fourth phase.
the Modi government began
e tie up some loc ls of
the US nuclear deal and put
digital and green technologies
at the top of the policy agenda
in the first term. The
technological focus expanded

For one,

revaolution unfolding in the world and have
acquired fresh momentum in the third term,

Om the American side, the growing recog-
mitiom of the challenges presented by China
under George W Bush, Barack Obama, Donald

Janos Komai called sah budget constraints
— they can get higher government alloca-
tions irmespective of performance, In prac-
tice, even high-guality public universities in
rich places like California, Canada and
England face brutal budget cuts because of

Trumip, and Biden led to the ing in-
vestment in the defence and mchnalop'cal
partnership with India, This ¢ i

the cost di fvity in education
can'triseas Fastasn:lsrsda,\ Fnky—mandamd
feecaps, i Full-fee-

the initiative on critical and emerging lL’dI-
mologies (iCET), Last Saturday's joint state-
mentat i

work for strategic and rechnological

mmr‘gmmma‘nnnalstudm Higher edu-
England and Canack

trumps - what makes universi-
ties great is the quality of their faculey. The
coming tsunami of Al and virtual reality
promises to revolutionise the role of
teachers and will finally — and thankdfully
— make that awful noun and verb “lec-
turer” ohsolete, The best teachers in the
net fiew decades willuse technology but
recognise that humans have an unfairad-
vantage in being human. They will com-
bine being an edhyoeepak (information
provider), (combiner of infor-

gest 40 and 50 per cent of thedr institutions
will run a deficit this year. US universities

o' Washington in June 2023,
1 F

iticalin-

tovinclude AT and
semiconduct

n the second

term. These initiatives were in
tune with the technological
revolution unfolding in the
world and have acquired fresh
momentum in the third term.
On the American side, the
growing recognition of the
challenges presented by
China under George W Bush,
Barack Obama, Donald
Trump, and Biden led to the
expanding investment in the
defence and technological
partnership with India.

terest in the Asian balance of
powver has been reinforced by the common
desine o reduce excessive ghobal economic
dependence on China, and build technology
coalitions among like-minded countries. The
Indian "brain drain” to the US from the late
19605 has now become a living technologi-
cal bricige between the twio nations.

The fourth phascad]ndla 5 ml:hmlogy

diplomacy has done

ad the scmm:n and rechnology sectors,

massive inequality; 20 of its 5,000+ univer-

mation and knowledge), pandit (deep
subjiect knowledge), achana {impants spe-
cific skills), drushta (visionary view of a
subject) and guru (awakens patential .

sities account for 50 pe
Owrrcivilisation recognised the powerof
learning centuries age — Vidye Dodati

However, the spiritual re-
wards of teaching compensate for fair fi-
nancial rewards is lawed |lour gnal isat-

, Vinaya Dadar Patrom ||
gives humility, which gives capability) — but

tracti talent and
|n|m:|n Whlle the new wave of non-profit
Thas bailt a strong track record

yrany
money between K-12 schooling, vocational
training and universities, All three matter,
st the first more in

lic goods and face financing market Failures,
Colleges create wage premiums and have
miore options for funding. C

of not leading capital expenditures onto
fees, the next frontier for them is raising
untied funding for operating costs, Early
trends in scholarship funding commit-
ments and msnan:h Erants augur well,

about 75 per cent of India’s 40 million uni-
TSty studr:nts study in mon-profit, non-

i resistance

[onky 25 per cent
ad America's 18 million and 15 per cent of
the UK's three million students do so). The

In his -aphy, Avoid Boring
FPeople, James Watson, the co-discoverer of
DMA's structure, reflects on a lifetime in sci-
ence and suggests, “Don't hack schemes that
demand miracles”. The first best option for
financing universities isa massive expansion

The writer is visiting reseqn
at the Institure of South Asion Studies,
Natignal University of Singepare and
contributing editor on international affxrs
for The Indian Express

An Indian compass for future

AtUN, it championed peace, global goods and needs of the Global South

LAKSHMI PURL

INDIA HAS AN unbroken, civilisational her-
Mgﬂur\fasudluwa KurumhakamThlsL'nms
on to our G

condlict, the West vs China cold war and the
war inGaza are of such intensity that leaders
arei fanu-

lhmu Minister Marendra Mech. Tlm owntry

clear armageddon and another Warld War,

virnmental protection and climate action
and its financing; human rights and democ-
racy including gender equality; disaster risk
reduction and humanitarian response, and

donis money and agendas,

An elaborate text pledged to make the
UNSC “maone representative, inclusive, trans-
pameﬁmnrmnmdemncmandx-

waorld,  The UNis unable to prevent, mediate orre-  science, technology, digital 1 inciples forex-

nsﬂmla:gbsra:ﬂnnstmbamdmmacy. solwe them, but is caught in the middle or  ransforming global governance, palmun and mlnrm mtludmg.i\lncahmng

and is tm:l\nolog:ca!ly Futum Facmg nndewpcdcwriwhnmumunanpmms The Sumimit derr COven- ing thein-

lickarity i o The i seems o ing, building and norm power of  clusion of developing countries like India,

Indians, India thus has the greatest stake in -~ have i i Af-  thel ments umluy_‘thm While the LISwasw:lypusitiw.d\cutml‘S
any collective, global envisioning of a perfect i raceison, Fal i Itreiterated key earlier pri ¢ time-bot

future for humanity, This is what the Pact for — and foreigni i voweed bo i them and assumed  text-based breakthrough. Only a larger grand

the Future (PFF), the Declaration on Future
Generations (DFG) and the Global Digital
Compact(GDC)adopted at the LN Summit of

terference around democracy and human
rightsis being used perversely to bring about
regime changes in developing countries,

some new respensibilities, Cuummsyxm

bargain or a two-thirds majority vote in the

“prevision” the future perils
tobetter shape the pIanHuwcwr SCEpLics

UNGA Y the 35-year logjam,

funded higher education will only increase
with ageing, technology's deflationary im-
pact creating employed poverty, and a rav-
enous welfare state.

ire o s Ly William Kby supgests
leaving out universities from stwdies of
global political and economic power in the
last three centuries has been a mistake, In
the 17th and 18th centuries, France domi-

ofgm 1t funding, but thatscheme de-
mands a miracle. Life is second best at best.
We mast acknowledge government budg-
ets' acute and chronic constraints and recog-
nise that school and vocational education
have higher moral claims on that finite
maoney pool, Instead of more cooks in the
kibchen, bet's try anew recipe: Non-profit uni-
versities offering equality and excellence
through cross-subsidised fees, sdnlarshlps.

Itis 1

] ¥
prowvess. Elites from Cambridge and Ouford

been-

future fnrh;giwrn..

couraged

in their colonies. German universities be-
came the destination of choice for scholars
because they what

Tbewwersarem -founders of Teamlease

| Ashoko Einiversity, respectivefy

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FOR AN EQUAL STATE

THIS REFERS TO the article, Social jus-
tice mustinclude her' {1E, September 241

lect club of nations, including China and
the erstwhile Soviet Union — both of
whomdinched the golden doublein the
same edition of the Olympiad. The light

Keralahas beenat ial
justice by doing away with centuries-old
feudalism — thanks to the vision of CM
EMS Namboodiripad. But the state has
failed to extend that spirit of social jus-
tice to women, as is evident from the

lema
‘Wamen play second fiddle to men in
every field in our country, and cinema is

thee Future on September 23 attempts. Meamshile, the workd is lagging in B8 percent  point to 10l takes forward Indias
I‘MMDlenmed 142 counterparts anim of the SDG targets. Extreme weather events — and “what" but not he G20thrust on bridging the digital divide, fos-
Surnmit Indi are causi i 1l ch, enforoe these “soft law” commitments, Forin- mm\gthcdngml L'camlrwanddlytal public
representing a sixth of humanity, He empha- Much stance, the PFFvowed io"take bold, it infrastructure for ing S0Cs. |t proposed
sised India's vision of human-centric develop- and just and transformative actions”  the establishment of a multi-disciplinary
mentand successesin S0Gs, D[’I.mdsalarm— Financial lnsntu(mlu (MF1s), critical green  toachieve SDGs and dimate action Whatwas — Independent International Schentific Panel on
erzy, which the reliefhave not materi-  missingwas thecall the NDLD made “mscale  Aland a Global Dialogue on Al Governance;
message of the GZDMwDthl Declaration allscdleamlnpmgmmmestlsaso- up SDG and climate finance for developing We now have a compass, however im-
[MDLD) and amplified the voice of the Global u)uu i, countril hillions to trillions” and pin ~ perfect, for guiding us to our one future as
ScumHnurgedcsdmngmrand a:l:lmss— dowen the amiount needed, mnanh one family. If countries work to-
ing| —te o transactional hi]ma}lism plurilateralism, India has reason to by isfied with the icwalls®,
e, maritime and space, reformis inil sm and regionali i i we wﬂl be able to nglmwrmy survive fu-
thiek i ce, he p i Against this background, the Summit  rorism®and onducivero  ture shocksar
ion.of the African Lini the G20, “Clobal ac- i ion oppor- " in every way and at all levels in-  The UN can't make mlﬁdcs unless “we the
tiomn st match ghobal ambition” e i tunity to help rebuild trust and bring out-  cluding throasgh revitalising the Convention — people”, thnLINSmnmnalandmummber

The UM ScmLa:y—Gmmal admllmd me

dated multilateral institutions and frame-

UM can't build a fut
with the institutions of our grandparents” and
that the “multilateral system is grﬂ]ndwd in

wor y's world, hased on
equity and solidarity.”

against Termorism sm'in

o s ct. As aSanskrit

allits forms

by whomever, whenever, whenever, All ter-
rorist acts are criminal and unjustifiable re-

dysfunction”, This crisi
flects the emerging world dmrder Clnha.'l
ints such TO-L

The PFF's 58 actions partially ditl this by
-good

ict i ing, lis-
wrism; SDGs, en-

how their perpetra-
tors may seek to justify them." UN
mechanisms, however, are still hobhled by

Yad Bhavam, Tad Bhavati” —you
become what you believe.

The writer is o former assistant ssorefary-

genernl at the United Nations and the former
depury executive directorof N Women

The ruling
must be reminded tha( itis |lsp'h toen-

Viswanathan Anand has in-
oreased its glow manifold through his
waorthy successors, The victories show
India’s growing prowess in chess.

S5 Paul, Nadia

A BLOT ON HISTORY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, What

Manipurneeds'(IE, September 23), The
Manipur conflict remains a textbook

sure fair
including the film industry. It needs o
ensure that a woman complaining of
smoual exploitation by a man wielding
clout is not deprived of her job,

Hikaner

caseof how not internal se-
curity matter, Marred by shocking viola-
tion of human rights, anarchy seems o
be the new normal in the state, What's
worse is that govemment machinery is

CHESS CHAMPIONS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The meedal
sweep' (IE, September 24), History has
been made in Indian chess with Team
India winning gold in both thee men and
women's categories at Budapest, With
this achievement, India has joined a se-

O ing the unified
command and state government kead-
ership along with initiating a dialogue

e
hope and helpt to address the catastro-
phee, But this will need iron will from the
Centre as well as judicial intervention at
this juncture.
Sagar Borade, Chiattisgarh
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

IN COLD BLOOD

When accused are killed and police get away with murder, it's
astain on the justice systerm, The courts should stepin

EDITORIAL PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

WorbpLY WISE
FAME 1S VERY AGREEABLE, BUT THE BAD THING 18
THAT IT GOES ON 24 HOURS A DAY,
— GABRIEL GARCIA MARGUEE

And the woman vanishes

The citation that commends ‘Laapataa Ladies'
for the Oscars undermines its own case

KisHwaARr DESAI

THE SCREEN LADIES may be laapataa, but
then 5o are the rest of us ladies, Lost. Adrift,

TRAVE\TYIS umnldmu;acrn:smus and inanotherwise noi Tacy,

it il Reports inthis paperon mmd.nrs'hnnc

alight on three pulltc “encounters” of alleged criminals in three gates on

Monday. In Baclapur, a 23-year-old janitor arres ted last month forallegedly

sexually assaulting two four-year-old girs, was killed by the police in *retaliatory firing™;
in Unnag, the P Special Task Force gunned down an acoused in a jewellery obbery case,
days after hn cD-amud was killed in a Pﬂlll:r.' encounter; in Chennai, one of the most
Wi ame the third history-sheeter to be killed in similar ciroum-
e July. C: hese kill a UttarF and Tamil Nadu

is not just the Eact that all three men whowere I(|I1L-d h.x] seriouscriminal charges against
themy, bast also this: All three deaths reek of a hat s alloveed toget away
with munder — literally. Going by past record, it is safelu say that these k|l1||1,gs wﬂlm e

Especially after reading why Ladies
[i.l]wammen
While every year the official entry to the
Oscars is usually that one film that is unbilely
eawin, this time it is the citation for LLwhich
may ensure that this chosen film will lose,

misgion and dominance,” says the citation
authoritatively as though the jury had stum-
bled upon some unigue and alien species
called "Indian women,” after viewing LL,
Owiously, till this film was made, the jury
had noidea that Indian women could be bath
subnum.mdaggr!m Thiey had pnuba—
bly aly lieved that Indian

thoroughly scrutinised for the short-circuiting of due process ina ¢
racy, nortaken upasan wmnnmbytmoppmlllnnpams or the Court, nnrmadcmm
acauserarnnbdlsanunbymcmymcumnurn y take
place cri the palic i yone Lmawmwss if not complicit.

The police approach of shoot first and ask no questions later, far from being censured,
is celebrated and encouraged politically, In UP, for instance, mast notably on the watch of
Chlchmmr\!hs:Adltwnanudnml patiern h.ubccn ﬁn'rlt'd ulﬂwlius brutalised ped-

and impunity

icyof crime The accused, who, FIRs, arrive
invariably ona “mnturqtlc .mdarc killed im the earty morning hours or at night by po-
licemien who claim to h i ini .q.,....yg are ol as guilty,
and lay are cast as agents of vigil justice, The pedi i s self-

congratulatory, Last month, after the rape and murder of the RG Kar Medical College doc-
tor, Mamata Banerjee's ever-ascendant nephew, who likes to seize the moral high ground
against his political rivals, called for short-circuiting due process by hanging or killing
“rapists” in an encounter, Palice encounter numbers are totted up and projected as evi-
dence of the government's e on crime. And, he killing of Atig Abimac,
don-turned-paolitician and his brother, at point blank range by assailants, right under the
noseof policemen whower ing them to hospitalin 20273, it al i
scenario of citizens conducting their own encounter killings.

be either one or the other. Noteven passive-
AEETESIIVE OT aEressive-passive. Just One,
Or the other, Never, ever, a mix, Unheard of.

Strange. For sure,

And, apparently, it is this unigue quality
about Indian women revealed in this film
that malkees it Oscar-worthy, “Well-defined,
powerful characters in one world, Loapataa
Ladies {Hindi] captures this diversity per-
fectly, [hnugh in a semi-idyllic world and in
atongue-in-cheek way.”

The diversity here i not that the women
are from different communities, castes or
culfures — or even LGETQIA+ — but that they
are both aggressive and passive — and so,
they are diverse. And how is the world of LL
even remotely “semi-idyllic"? Unless you
think that wamen wha live ina world where
they are abused is serni-idyllic because it is

e Court against “badlldozer justice” - t
practice of state governments dernnlnhmg homaes and properties of people accused in
crimies, in the name of acting against "|1|ngal encroachment” — and mu'd sugy.wlms far

a dystopian -dydlu: when they are not being abused. And
“long cheek”? That comy wirecks
any notion of. icity,

The next line is even more banal: *It
showes you that women can happily desire
to be home makers as well as rebel and be

1-Indi iclelines It Mtentic u._uu._. i due
prnu!ssal:m;smus.m killings, Inacc demacracy, when the exec-
utive crosses lines, other institutions need t act as a check, In this case, “the people” scem
unmaoved because few will shedl atear for a rape-accused or a murder-acoused. However,
blood is a stain, o ] clark justice systerm, Everyencounter
killirgg is the state thumbirng its nose at the kiw and at due process, Only the courts can —and
they should — step in to draw the line.

CLEAN-UP SANS TEETH

Vacancies in pollution control boards point to an environmental
regulation dogged by lack of expertise and autonomy

NT‘HE B’\s'f EW-' yws sevcnl studies haw.-dacmmnnEd the health and economic

bad air, poor quality water and

tarcy waste manaymcnt are problems not just of hig cities, they undermine the

aquality of lifie of people in ncriand Jcities aswell, The problem does not stem from

inclined.” Se the jury ac-
cepts that women have choices, because —
surprise! — this film reveals that too!
Seventy-seven years after Indepenclence, the
world gets a wake-up call, ane realises that
Indian women can multitask, or have mul-

But, could it be that for the
official entry, we often
confuse our Tndian identity
with what we want the world
about us at the

57 Shouldn't we just be
Iump,ry for the award? The
world has changed and we
should showease the best of
Inclian cinema abroad — no
matter how difficult the
subject, and how much it
challenges our own
perceptions of our country,
Playing it safe with a woman-
bed Film about gender justice
will not ensure glory, as the
award will go to the

best preduct, not the

best intention,

tiple identities, all through LL,

But why does one have to "rebel” in or-
derto be “entrepreneurially inclined"? And
doitall “happily™? Beally? Do women need
todo all this happily or have |lost the plot?

ously in the right place and herintentions are
noble — bt each message hammers you on
the head, till you acknowledge its presence.
Itis also reot clear how much this film rep-
resents India or the changes that have taken

“Astory thatc
as one that needs change, and one that can
bring about change. Logpataa Ladies | Hindi)
isa film that can engage, entertain and make
SENSE NOLjUsE i women in India but univer-
sally as well,,,"

Allthese mindless little sentences inthe
citarion makes one realise that the jury was
struggling to find one really outstanding
thing to say about the film, Why does it have
to make sense to women in India and not
the men?

So the real question is; IltM]urysaw it
assuch withr or
revolutionary to say in either the way it is
scripted or shot, why bather to send it?

Toi bee officially nominated for the Oscar
is something every filmmaker dreams about,
And to do so with her second directorial at-
tempt is to Kiran Rao's enormens credit. | do
want to add that given the struggle that
women face, and the glass ceilings they have
to breale, to direct a film itself is a huge step
Forward, Thus, is the citation a recognition
for Rao's film or is it just damning with faint
praise because we have to send a *nice” film
tothe Oscars? A happy” little film made by
an Indian woman starring other Indian
women who outwit the misogynistic bad
guys at the end?

Because definitely, all these well meaning
messages are in Rao's film: Young girls in ru-
ral India need to ook beyond marriage and
take up organic Grming, instead. They need
tobe financially independent. They need not
dmwrmnabandamd at railway stations
A5 Odwer o there
to help them, They should resist wearing
hoonghats, etc, The problem is, that |nthn

ace in fil king. It is a sweet, but dull
filims — with trogses that are s familiar that
many like me have practically grown up
watching them on Doordarshan and on
other“do good" [ not necessarily *feel good ")
platforms, But where is the edginess, the
anger, the angst, the restlessness, the clever-
ness, the excitement, that you can always
sense in a film that deserves to win every
award? That is totally losparas,

We are all content with Rao's film, and
pleased with its success, But as a “lapatag
lady" myself (at a metaphorical level ). | do
not unclerstand the Band citation, Having
been on jurses, | know that s.mmnmns:t n
not the best candidate but the
one that wins, For example, Aattam is a film
that deserves to be sent to the Oscars,
Fabulously shot and with an amazing cast, it
weas not chasen; neither was another cele-
brated woman-led film, Payal Kapadia's All
Wi fmagine As Light,

But, could it be that for the official entry.
wie often confuse our Indian identity with
what we want the world to see about us at
the Oscars? Shoubdn't we just be hungry for
the award? The world has changed and we
should showease the best of Indian cinema
abroad — no matter how difficult the sub-
Jject, and how musch it challenges our own
perceptions of our country. Playing it safe
withawoman-led ilm about gender justice
weill ot ensure glory, as the award will go to
the best product, not the best intention.

1 the jury really wants the film to dowell,
can Rao at beast ask them for a rewrite of the
patriarchal citation? Or, forgive me, was it
just happily “tongue-in-cheek™?

hands of a master ker like F

Mukherjee, all the messages would have
rolled out, subthy, wittily and even yes, humor-
ously, Not so with Rao, whose heart is obwi-

Desai is an author, pl the chair
of bwa museurns, Her biography on Devika
R, Thee Longest Kiss, won the Natioral
Award for best writing on Indfan cinema

THE ARUNA VASUDEV | KNEW

With a larger artistic vision, she brought together people and sensibilities

Rajeev LocHan

alack of Laws, Effective have been thy welinthe
hatthe against pollution, The problem, as an affidavit submitted by the Central Pollution
Control Board {CPCE) to the Natkonal Green Tribunal ac st vhod-
ies hanve been chronically understaffed. Mearly half of all posts in state pollution control
boards (SPCR) are vacant, some for dhecaes. Nﬂarwﬂptr:mmﬂhnsammd posts in

the National C. whose | ith bad air begin with the onset of the fes-
llursmsmmﬂnnhurand:nntmm well intowinter, arevacant,
SPCHs: upin 1974 undler and( ution ) Act. Cver

time, their mandate has extended o Lacklmg air and noise pollution and managing haz-

ardous waste, However, environmental regulation has rarely kept pace with the demands
of the post-liberalisation economy, The SPCRs haven't just failed to fill up their sanctioned
strength, They have also not done justice to their manclate by failing to rope in an adequate:

ARLUNA WASLIDEV'S MULTIDIMENSIONAL
personality made her truly ireplaceable.
R bered ially for her i
contribution to the domain of cinema, espe-
cially Asian cinema, she had many otherin-
triguing facets in her personality that con-
tributed to her being recognised as a legend
im her own time.

She wore hervarious accolades withim-
mense ease and was an affectionate, insight-
Ful, and social personality who, it appears o
rnc had a deep sense of purpose, Perhaps

number of indef schentists in pollutio trol exercises, The of these
agenci i ol I e civil servants ials with Shuw:au i
a hackground in and not experts, hold of the top pasts, Mareover, the

terms of the chairperson and member sec iesof th ies vary froma vear to three
years —anly in rare cases icials hedd a position for more than five years. Such
short tenures are not ideal for developing long-term pollution abatement plans,

These problems have persisted for decades. Yet, there has been scarcely any attempt o
delineate their unclerlying causes. In the past fve years, even as the Centre has embarked

hare, communicate anc

Her assimilative capacity, her
aesthetical strength, and her
vity in every aspect of
Mnul and creative

T inan experi-
ential and selfless manner. She was always
I ing

ralhl.'r than cnlcbenty status. Her writings
and engagements reflected a deep critical
and aesthetic bearing, rather than a factueal
articulation of techniques of the craft and its
medium of representation. She looked at

om ambitious clean air, waste el water quality i projects, it and Asianci am art form, with

thestaio vervlitth < . M — afirme iencing, explor-

Astartcan be e by i h intheeo iersities and tech- ing and ;hmrca;m,gtnthnrcst nrrhnwurld
enviror Thiscauld bea forerunner o increasing the ality. Sh

financial

of pollution control agencies,

MoO DENG

As the baby pygmy hippo's viral fame shows, the

rules of celebrity are the same for humans and animals
R WEEKS NOW, a baby pygmy hippo in Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi,
Thailand, has been the darling of the internet. Inspiring a defuge of fan art and
memes, photos and videos of Moo Deng have achieved a virality that, arguably,
rivals those of pop singers and film actors,

The rules of the fame game, it would appear. apply equally to all celebrities, whether or
not they'ne of the human wm'-‘m Take, Fu!mmplc the fact that people are naw! dmwmg
‘male-up inspiratic Des aglobal o
there is a range of advice on how to use bhuhma:hlmlmuact peachy-pink tint of the
Bty hippo's chubby cheeks, Her home, the 200, has of course planned a range of merchan-
dhise to capitalise on her fame, but her mug has alreacly appeared on fan-created products
all over the globe, leading the zoo to trademark her name and image, The craze for the
celebrity selfie, oo, has not left Moo Deng untouched: The surging crowds around her en-
chosure have led to her meet-and-greet window being cut to.a mere five minuics,

But if fame can be intense and unrelenting, it is also, almest universally, fleeting, By the
mext season, there will be a new flavour and the scruting of adaring fans, enline and offline,
will shift to another adorable animal, Already, there is a new kid on the block in the shape
of a baby king perguin named Pesto in Melbourne Zoo who, with his hefty 22-lg frame
and My dowwn, is on his way to viral social media Game, For Moo Deng, a futune of chesw-
ing grass in obscurity could be a blessing,

present the “Asian essence” to Asians and
Asian ingenuity and uniqueness to the rest
of the world. This earned her a special posi-
thon and stature internationally, She had a
singhe-minded aim and vision,

Her assimilative capacity, her aestheti-
cal strength, and sensitivity in every aspect
of social and creative expression perhaps
emanated from her being an artist and

I perhaps
emanated from her being an
artist and thinker at heart
with a wide range of interests
and engagements. Asa
result, the innumerable

erings at her residence

' from the varied
walles of life that engaged her
fancy — politics, culture,
creative writing, poetry,
dance, theatre erc, Perhaps
what pleased her the most
was the i umumw fertility of
the interdisci
where new b
possibilitics emerged.

thinker at beart with a wide range of inter-
ests and engagements, As aresult, the innu-
merable gatherings at her residence had
rasiks from the varied walks of life that en-
gaged her fancy — politics, culture, creative
writing. poetry, cance, theatre ete.
Perhaps what pleased her the most was
the interactive fertility of the interdisci
nary, where new ideas and possibilities
emerged, She handled these with ease, glam-
ourand elan, She was a real queen, her husky
wvoice calling and inviting many of us to her
gatherings, saying ”...have called only a few
friends,” One realised only later that ane was
amongst alargegroup, of asize. and scale that
one could hardby comprehend, Al this was
part of her niswarth | selfless) agenca in hind-
ing people and sensibilities together with her
larger ambition and purpese, Assimilating
aesthetics, diverse sensibilities, theoretical
stuelies in their realisational mode is what
she achieved ! This did not limit itsell to the
regional, bt extended to the international
i the true spirit of a cultural emissary, with
a halistic vision of life and creative pursuits.
Our personal associ ation with Aruna
went hack over two decades or more — par-
ticularly for my wife and a group of mutual

swante sukhaya (self-satisfaction). The in-
tention was not to seek worldly apprecia-
tinn — as a true rusik, each was pursuing the
Larger context of the subliminal creative ex-
pression through the medium of “Sumi-e”,

the Japan anceptof creat ion
that relates to the inner vl;a]lryadcrr.'anw
thinking and its representation,

Itis evident that Aruna's involvement
with Buddhism served a meaningful pur-
pose in her life which transcended material
gains, Although she led her life on her own
tenms and conditions, the langer meaning of
existence had a deeper metaphoric purpose
which, when viewed in totality, reveals how
to be a pioneer, explore the unexplored,
unify sensibilities and celebrate life with
ease, poise, and sensitivity — all of which
Aruna achieved.

Alas, that husky, affectionate, ever-wel-
coming voice fell into eternal silence on
September 5. When | last saw her at her cre-
mation, her face wore a smile, The word
“aruna”,as part of its literal meaning repre-
sents the charioteer of the Sun god, In her
life, Aruna was the charioteer of the Asian
film movement, atrue seeker with an Asian
apirit and the zest o share ivwith the rest of
the world, Aruna, you will always be re-

friends, This small group of Famlly and
friends spent an enrichi ;ob-
serving, experiencing, dla\-\'lng painting,
and interacting. Athough they seldom ex-
hibited, this exercise was mare an engage-
ment with the “inner self”; essentially

for your poise, elegance, sincer-
ity, and vision,

The writer is an artist and former director,
National Gafltery of Madem Art

SEPTEMBER 25, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

GOLDEN TEMPLE TALKS

NEGOTIATIONS (N THE Godden Termgle com-
[lex issie appear 1o be nearing a solution as
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had a second
meeting with President Zail Singh in the last
three days, Home Minister PV Narasimha Rao
was also present, Over 30 Punjab Congress (1)
ML pled with them that the Galden Temple
comyplex should be handed over to the high
priests and the Army withdrawn.

FOR PEACE IN REGION
THE PRIME MINISTER stressed the need for
increased vigilance in the Indian Ocean in

wview of the changing sﬂ:umy environment
around India. |

naval officers’ conference, the Prime Minister
warned that the situation inthe Indian Ocean
was not one of mene confrontation between
the superpowers, The presence of ather na-
tions” navies did not augur well for the peace
and stability of the region,

HISTORIC RESOLUTION

PROBABLY FORTHE first time in the history of
the state, the Andhra Pradesh Cabinet adopted
aresolution against foemer Governor RamLal,
The Cabi | "duepse

the advice of the coundl of ministers tendened
to him on August 15 o summon the
Legislative Assembly three days kater,

US CHANGES TUNE

US PRESIDENT, RONALD Reagan, who had not
long age denounced the Soviet Union as an
“evil empire” signalled a flexibility in US's at-
ntum towards Moscow by a|1r|r.|uncmg h|s

into "construc

tions" with the Soviets, “We recognise thal
thereis no sanealiemative o negatiations on
armscontrol. between our tweo nations which

cemn’” over Ram Lal's action in having ignored

v thy city to clestroy civilisation as we
knowit,” [‘rnsldcnthauansald
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Why ISRO’s planned mission to Venus is important

ANONNADUTT
MEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 24

THE UNION Cabinet last week d

However, the planet differs from ourown
insome very significant ways.

First, it has an extremely high surface
temperature of around 462 degree Celsius.

India's first mission to planet Venus, with
R0 aiming foralaunch in March 2028 This
weill b Indlia’s second inter-planetary mis-
sion after the Mars Orbiter Mission that was
launched in 2013.

The mission spacecraft, which will orbit
Venus, will carry scientific instruments to
study the surface, atmosphere, and iono-
sphere of the planet, and its interaction with
the Sun.

Wliy is |l nnpnrlallrlnmldy\knm?
Earth's “twin”

Thisis higl Meroury, the planet
closest to the Sun. Scientists believe that this
s becawse of a runaway gmmhnusl: gasef-

Third, more than 96.5% of the dense at-

of B leupofc o
e, Nitrogen makes up around 3%, with trace
armnounts of other gases like sulphur dicdde,
carbon monoxide, water vapour, argon, and
helium making up the rest. The atmosphere
also contains chowds of sulphuric acid, with

fect. The water present on the

fare is thought to have evaporated due to the
planet’s proximity to the Sun, with the water
vapour acting as a greenhouse gas trapping
maore heat and further evaporating water
from the planet’s surface.

Second, the atmospheric pressure on
Vienus is much higher than Earth. [tis almost
similar to the pressure felt underneath the
oceans on Earth. This is because the

bccausc of the two planets” similarities in
mass, density, and size. Importantly,
thought to have had liquid water in the past.
For along time, scientists believed that Venus
could have supported life — like Earth.

atmosphere is about 93 times
thicker than Earth,

Thec i
hawe meant that no Venus lander has sur-
wvived on the planet for more than a couple
of hours.

andi
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WHEN DIDHUMANS FIRSTRIDE HORSES?
THECOMPLEX ANSWERINNEW STUDY

CAN HORSEBACK riding alter the shape
of the human skeleton? The answer, ac-
cording to a new study, iscomplicated A
team of researchers has found that al-
rhnugh hnlsrba.ck riding leaves subtle
{ those changes
c.mnmmmﬁrinwhcth:r people haverid-
den huncsdunr@thmr]mOthHm
ities, such cartrid-
img, can also result in similar alterations.
The findings cast doubt on along-held
theory in the field of archaeology. Known
as the Kurgan hypothesis, it argues that

Horsehack

humans began domesticating horses as
early as the fourth millennium BC.
The new study, Tracing horseback

o human sheletons, soence Advnces

riding and transport in the human skele-
ton', was published inthe joumnal Sdence
Advarces on September 20, [t was carried
out by Lauren Hosek, Robin ] James, and
William T T Taylor, all from the University
of Colorado Boulder in the United States.

What has the new:

What is the Kurgan hypothesis?

The question of when humans first
started to use horses for transport has
been a subject of debate for long. The
Kurgan hypothesis emerged in the early
20¢h Cenh ‘domes-
tication of horses began around 3500 BC
by ancient humans, known as the
‘Yamnaya, who lived near the Black Sea.
They used the I\urscs to travel across
Eurasia, and by & spread primor-

—who

Kurgan hypothesis.

The new study, however, has intro-

duced alayer of scepticism regarding the
findings of that analysis.

found?
Lauren Hosek, who is the lead author

of the study, and her team i -

acid rainnot

Fourth, Venus rotates very
slowhy onits axis as compared
o Earth. One rotation of Vemus:
lasts around 243 Earth days.

Srientists study the simi-
larities and differences between Earth and
Venus to better understand the evolution of
our home planet — and why it became hos-
pitable to life, compared toits “twin”.

What will ISRO's Venus mission look
like?

Earthand Venus come close to each other
once every 19 months, offering a short win-
diowy for launching a spacecraft to the planet.

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
MNEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 24

IM A setback to Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, the Karnataka High Court on
Tuesday allowed an investigation against
him in the alleged Mysore Urban
Development Authority {MUDA) scam case.

Justice M Magaprasanna upheld
Geovernor Thawarchand Gehlot's decision to
grant sanction to a probe against the Chief
Dinister. The decision to allow investigation
s an “irresistible conclusion,” the 200-page
ruling stated.

What is the case against Siddaramaiah?
On August 16, Governor Gehlot allowed
rhv: police to m‘ut‘mgalr the Chief Minister's
in the alleged MUDA scam. The

merous medical studies of modern
equestrians and records of human re-
mains across thousands of years,

They found that the changes in the

shape of the hip joint, which some re-
searchers have cited as evidence for early
horseback riding, can result from various
activities. For cump]r ancient humans

dial versions of the languages that would
later evolve into English, French, etc.
William TT Taylor, one of the authors
of the new study, told Phys.org, “Alot of
our understanding of both the ancient
and modern worlds hinges onwhen peo-
ple started using horses for transpnna-

willd asses, and cattle to pull carts before
domesticating horses — could have ex-
perienced similar changes due to riding
carts or chariots.

“Owver time, this repetitive, intense

pressure from that kind of jestlingin a
flexed position could cause skeletal

tion, .. Fordecades, dea
that the distribution of Indo-European
languages is, in some way, related o the

changes,” Hosek

Id Phys.org.
Thls means rhar human skeletons
e o con-

domestication of the horse.™
In 2023, ateamof scientists published
a study analysing a handful of human

firm that the \"amnaya people domesti-
cated horses.

“We nncd [1:] cuuplc [Imrnan shele-

1ya e
ple, dating back to around 3000 BC. The
researchers claimed to have found evi-
dence of wear and tear in the skeletons
from horse riding, which supported the

ton|
netics and archaeclogy and by looking at
horse remains, too,” Hosek said,

of gp-
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development came in response to com-
plaints filed by three anti-corruption activists
—T] Abraham, Snehamayi Krishna, and
Pradeep Kumar,

According to the complaints, the Chief
Minister’s wifie, Parvathi, got 14 housing plots
in Mysuru in 2021 (when the BJP was in
power ) in exchange for 3.16 acres of land that
was allegedly acquired illegally by MUDA
around 2013. This allegedly resulted in a Rs
55.80crore loss for the state,

On August 1, Karnataka's Council of
Ministers met and passed a resolution
“strongly advising” the Governor to withdrawy
the complaints. However, the Governor al-
Iowed proceedings against the Chief Minister
under the Prevention of Cormuption Act, 1988,
and the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,

EXPLAINED

SCIENCE

‘While the mission was originally slated for
2023, according to the latest timeline, the
launch will take place some time in March
2028, with the spacecraft set to take around
140 days (after exiting Earth's orbit) toreach
the planet.

The spacecraft will follow a similar tra-
Jectory as other 15R0 space ex-
ploration missions — first it
will gain speed in Earth's or-
bit, then it will be sling-shot-
ted towards Venus, and ulti-

mately be captured in Venus'
own orbit.

The mission will carry scientific playloads
weighing around 100 kg. Proposals for at
least 17 Indian and seven international ex-
periments were selected for the mission by
2019, The Indian payloads include an Land §
band Synthetic Aperture Radar that can help
in imaging the surface of the planet, a ther-
mal camera, anexperiment to study the fow
of interplanctary dust particles, an experi-

meent to study the high-enengy particles en-
tering the Venusian atmosphere leading o
its ionisation, and another one to study the
composition, structure, variability and the
thermal state of the Wenus atmosphere.

will create drag and slow down the atmos-
phere, thus gradually reducing its orbit.

It will take roughly six months of ma-
noeuvring for the spacecraft toreach the in-
tended orbit, as pm’discussiunsd scientists
during I5R0's Venus science meet in 2022.

diffi Once there, the willc
from previous ISRO itdoes not
The Venus mission will be the first from  slowe doswn further, or burn fuel to prevent
India to perform aero-breaking. the orbit from further reducing.

Initialky, the spacecraft will be placed in
a highly elliptical orbit of 500 km x 60,000
km around Vers. This is due to fsel consid-
erations. Howewver, such an orbit is too high
for conducting scientific experiments. This
iswhere aero-breaking will come in.

The spacecraft will be brought down to
either 300 km x 300 km or 200 km x 600 km
arhit with the help of this technology. The
spacecraft will be pushed down to around
140 km above the Vienusian surface several
times, atwhich point itwill skim through the
outer layer of the planet’s atmosphere., This

Probe against Siddaramaiah

Questions of private complaint and public servant: Why Karnataka High Court upheld the Governor's
approval to investigate the CM, saying there is a ‘real likelihood of bias’ from the state government

Onwhat grounds did Siddaramaiah
challenge the sanction?

High
Court, challenging the Governor's decision
on three grounds.

First, whether sanction can be given
when the complaint is made by a private per-
son. Section 17Aof the PCA specifically deals
with the procedure when the police seek
sanction o conduct an inquiry

. Second, the sanction is invalid smcc

was not discharg
cial functions at the time of the land acquisi-
tion that is in question. He was an MLA but
was in the Opposition.

Third, the Governor ignored the advice of
the Council of Ministers and albowed a probe
against the Chief Minister. Under Article 163

hy

‘This sanction is necessary under Section
17A0f the Prevention of Cormaption Act (PCA)
o investigate and prosecute public officials

of the C of India, the Governor is
bound by the aid and advice of the Council
of Ministers.

court said.

On whether Siddaramaiah was a
“publie servant”: The Chief Minister argued
that none of the allegations in any of the
complaints pulmsm anru;lr:dccmun or rec-

aiah. This,

What
to study Venus?

There have been several missions to
Wenus in the past by the United States, the
erstwhile USSR, Japan, and a collaborative
mission by Japan and the European Space

The U3 has planned at least two more
missions toVenus in the future — DaVinci in
2029 and Veritas in 2031. The European
Space Agency has planned the Enlision mis-
sion for 2030,

Siddaramaiah (right) is
administered the oath

of office by Governor
Thawarchand Gehlot
in Bengaluru in 2023,
Jitheradia M

ary is the family of the petitioner and the
benefit is by leaps and bounds, itis in facta
windfall ™

“Wthis were to be acase of common man,
]\cwuuld not hau\:' fought shy of facing the
inion of the Court, the

they argued, was a necessary requirement
to grant sanction under Section 17A of the
PCAas the offence must be “relatable toamy
recommendation made or decision taken by
such public servant in discharge of his offi-
cial functions or duties™.

On this issue, the court noted that the al-
leged scam pertains to the series of transac-
tions and apparent irregularities surround-
ing the 3.16 acres of land in Mysuru. The
TEASOLS aTe;

W Siddaramaiahwas a member of the rul-
ing party when his brother-in-law acguired
the land in 2004 and got permission to con-
wert it from agricultural o residential Land;

B The rule for cnmpl:nsatlnn was

2015 .

for or during the
'\ilschalgrolamcu]ﬁmmnnsurdums The

anlltllltra private com| can

police officer mist the"p

ap-
proval”™ of the “authority competent to re-
maowve” the public official from office, which
in the case of the Chief Minister is the
Geowvernor of the state.

The Governor'sorder stated that thiswas
an "extraordinary cirumstance” because it
is difficult to conclude that the Council of
Ministers acted *fairly and in a bona fide
manner”, The order also said that it is “natu-
ral” that the Council of Ministers would sup-
port the Chief Minister who is responsible
for their appointments. The Council of
Dinisters also ignored certain key pieces of
information regarding the transaction in
their resolution, according to the order.

d: The High Court said that if
aprivate person could not seek recourse un-
der the PCA when they had a complaint
againsta public official, they would be forced
tofike acomplaint under the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973, As a result, the palioe would
have no choice but to register the crime and
begin theinvestigation. This, the High Court
said, woulkd make the protection of requir-
ing prior sanction under the PCA “redun-
dant” as it means to protect public officials
from being the target of frivolous cases.

5o, notonly can a private individual file
acomplaint under the FCA, it is also “neces-
sary” for private individuals to seek the nec-
essary approval under Section 174, the

'arvathi's appli-
cation, increasing the amount of land given
o the land loser;

B Their son Yathindra 5 was an ex- uﬂ')cln

ChIErMInISI‘L‘( aleader of the proletariat, the
citizen
shy of any investigation,” he also said.

On the issue of the powers of the
Governor: The court held that the
Governor can act independently to give per-
mission to prosecute a Chief Minister or a
Minister if there is a “real likelihood of bias™
from the state government. Justice
MNagaprasanna said, “What would unmis-
takably emerge is that the decision of the
Cahinet - the cabinet nominated by the
Chief Minister, would not be free from bias
or being partisan towards their leader. Itis
in such exceptional circumstance, inde-
pendent discretion is imperative”.

The High Court cited the Supreme
Court's ruling in Madhye Predesh Police
Establishment v. State of Maodhya Prodesh
(2004), where tlu: court held that the

fight

member of the MUDA when ¢
of 14 sites in Mysore city for Parvathi wasft—
mnalised in 2017;
B Parvathi should have been allotted
sqftoflandasc accord-
ing to the rules. However, she was allotted
38,284 sq fiof land worth Rs 55.8 crores,
The court also found that significant ac-
tion from the state appeared to coincide with
Sicddaramaiah’s stints as MLA, Deputy Chief
Minister, and Chief Minister. ]usm:t
Nagawasanna said, “If this does not require
ion, | failto whatather
casecan meritinvestigation, as the benefic-

4

Governor o tion if the ma-
terial on mcurdshowsapnmuﬁrmiaﬂm
walue) case against the public official.
Governor Gehlot also relied on this case in
his order which granted sanction,

The High Court also stated that although
the Governar is typically bound by aid and
advice of the Council of Ministers, in this case,
the “exceptional drrumstances™ of a possibil-
ity of bias justify the Governor's decision to
Erank sanction.

LONGERVERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained

With ‘Laapataa Ladies’ India’s official Oscars entry, how selection works

ARUSHIBHASKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 24

THE KIRAN Rao directorial Loapmtos Ladies
["Mlissing Women™) on Monday became
India's official entry for the Best
International Feature Film category at the
97th Acadermy Awards, tobe held next year.

Backed by veteran actor
Aamir Khan's production
house, the Hindi film became
critically and l:umml!n:lally
successful

CULTURE

contenders for this honour.”

The Film Federation of India (FFl) an-
nounced the film's selection in Chennai. A
total of 29 movies were under considera-
tion, including Payal Kapadia’s Cannes win-
ner Al We fmagine As Light, Anand Ekarshi's
Mational Award-winning Agttam, and

buster Animal.

‘What is the FFI?

Omits website, the FFl de-
scribes itself as the “parent
body of all the leading film

lease in March 2024 It fe-

h

i-
dnnnllyswappl.accsdnnngawn ride to
their respective husbands' homes.
Rao took to Instagram to express her
“heartfelt gratitude to the selection com-
miittee and ieved i

film". Shesaid, “Irisindeed a great privilege
to be selected from among such amazing
Indian films this year — who are equally

associations of India”, ltsob-
jectives indude promoting *commence in
general and in particular to promaote, pro-
tect and watch over the interests thlu.'

Awards, These members are “senior quali-
fied peuplc from the “creative field”, ac-

This jui as
achalrpersun —cum:m!y Assamcsudm—

A payment of Rs 1.25 lakh also be

made to cor Afterall
the films have been screened for the jury,
the final choice is :Im:!:lecl by a vote. Barua
told The ki

The Acadermy Awards imvite countries
from across the world to send their best

Thcl:urrcﬂ]u.ry only comprised men,

Jeadingr cial mediato

onthe “loopatoa| missing)” ladies in the se-

*Wie were in Chennai for 7-8 days, and we

were watching the 29 films that
mus_Thn:luglm this period, we used to
have i

interview,  filmsm the prize.
"Sclccnnnurma[ﬁlmshaube made by
one apg jury or commit-

tee, ofwhl:h at least SD‘X must ml:lud.c

lection committee, and criticising the arbi- aboutthefilms.”  arti: C field of
trariness of the process. On the jury's selection criteria, he said the  motion pictures,” the Academy's rules state.
film should represent [ndia's soci; The final nominations are determined
How does FFl select the entry? and ethos. thwughmng.ﬁpmhmmarymmmmc
The executive committes, headed by the Inits citation, viewsth votes by
FF president (currently Ravi Kottarakara), lsa‘flrn that can engage, entmaln and  secret ballot to produce a shortlist of 15
typically “invites” to submit just br Indiabut  films. The mmlnatlngmmmlnecwuws
their cinematic works for jury evaluati il well", those halliot to de-
The submissions must fitthe Academy's However, it also attracted criticism for — termine five final numnms The Academy
its language and some members then vote for the winner.

Indian Film Industry and allied i
and trades, including the interests of pro-
ducers, distributors and exhibitors of films
and of all other persons connected with the
film iny A

It also aims o “popularise the film in-

dustryandi d abroad”,

and appoints the 13-member jury that de-
cides which film to send to the Academy

eligibility rules, such as the film being at
least: i outside
the United States. Mone than 50% of its dia-

Itshuould have had at least a seven-day the-
atrical release bebween November 1, 2023,
and September 30, 3024,

Typos.
The citation begins with "Indian women
are a strange mixture of submission and

Three Indian films have made it to the
final nammam:ms Mother India [ 1957 ),

dominance”, and g y that the film
“ehonws you that women can happily desire
o be home makers as well as rebel and be
entrepreneurially inclined.”

Al {20017,
all in Hindi. last vear, the Malayalam film
2018 Everyone isa Heroon the Kerala floods
‘wias [ndia's official entry.
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NEWS IN NUMBE
Two-day death toll
from Israeli strikes in
Lebanon

Lebanan’s Health
588 Ministry said on Tuesday

that the death toll from
Israeli airstrikes in Lebanon over the pasl

twe days of escalation has reached 558,
including 50 children and 94 women. s

S
Number of ‘illegal
settlers’ evicted from
Assam forest land
About 450
2 ’000 families weare
evicted from
55-60 hectares of forest land in Goalpara

district of Assarn, an official said, This
occured as part of an eviction drive. e

Number of dengue
cases reported in a
week in Delhi

As per Municipal
300 Corporation of Delhi's

data fram January till
September 11, a total of 1,220 dengue

cases have been reported. The city has
also reported 363 malaria cases, en

Number of militants
who laid down arms
before Tripura CM
Tripura CM Manik
500 Saha welcorned the
militants belonging to
the autlawed groups, the National

Liberation Frant of Tripura and All Tripura
Tiger Force, in Sepahijala district. en

Number of people
who crossed into Syria
from Lebanon

Around 500 people
50 0 erossed the border
thraugh the Qusayr
and Dabousiya crossings to war-tom Syria,
fleeing the sraell bombardments, ae
COMFILED BY THE HINOL DATA TEAN
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Why the ‘fact-checking’ unit was invalidate

s ask of

Why did the Bombay High Court strike down as "unconstitutional” the amended Information Technology (IT) Rules, 20217 What did the amended rule

social media intermediarie

EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
n September 20, the Bombay
High Court struck down as
“umeonstitutional” and
“vague” the amended
Information Technology (IT) Rules, 2021,
which empowered the Centre to establish
Fact Check Unit™ (FOUD to identify
ie or false or misleading™ online
comtent about the government and its
establishments. Justice Atul
Sharachchandra Chandurkar delivered
the verdict as the “tie-breaker” judge after
a division Bench comprising Justices G5,
Patel and Neela Gokhabe pronounced a
split verdict in Jamary, 2024,

What was the law under challenge?
The Ministry of Electronics and IT
(METY) introduced the Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment
Rules, 2023 (2023 Rules), amending the
2021 IT Rules.

This amendment vested the Union
government with the authority to
establish a fact-checking body
empowered to classify any information
“pertaining to the business of the Central
povernment” as “fake, false, or
misleading”.

The amended Rule 300 (b}
specifically required social media
mtermediaries to make “reasonable
efforts™ to prevent users
OF transmitting any o
Centre's FCU as misinformation. Such
flagged content would have to be taken
down within 36 hours if the
mtermediaries wanted to retain their
“safe harbour™ protection - a form of
legal immunity against any third-party
comtent hosted by them. Within a week of
their notification, the constitutional
validity of the 2023 Rules was challenged
before the High Court by Kunal Kamra, a
political satirist and standup artist, the

? How did the Supreme Court intervene in the marter?

Editors Guild of India, and the Association
of Indian Magazines.

What did the split verdict stipulate?
Justice Patel opined that the amended
rules promoted censorship and did not
full within the ambit of reasonable
restrictions permitted under Article 19(2)
of the Constitution. He undersconed that
the absence of procedural safeguards or
puidelines effectively made the Union
government a “judge in its own cause”. In
contrast, Justice Gokhale reasoned that
the government is best positioned o
provide accurate information about itself
and that the rules were intended solely to
combat misinformation, without
restricting legitimate criticism or political
satire, She also dismissed allegations of
bias by asserting that the mere fact that
the FCU members were appointed by the

GETTY IMAGES

government did not undermine their
independence.

Did the Supreme Court intervene?
Following the split verdict, the Chief
Justice of the High Court appointed Justice
Chandurkar to hear the matter afresh and
deliver a tie-breaking ruling, in
accordance with the High Court rules,
Subsequently, the petitioners filed
application: ing an interim stay on
the notification of the FOU until the
matter was finally adjudicated. However,
Justice Chandurkar dismissed these
applications on the ground that no prima
Sfacie case was made out to stall the
establishment of the body.

On March 20, 2024, the Centre notified
the FCU under the Press Information
Bureau (ME). However, the very next day,
the Supreme Court stayed the operation

of the notification untl Justice
Chandurkar took a final call on the
validity of the amended rules. It reasomed
that the challenge raised “serious
constitutional questions" relating to the
fundamental right to freedom of speech
and expression.

‘What did Justice Chandurkar rule?
Endorsing Justice Patel's view, Justice
Chandurkar observed that the amended
rubes suffer from manifest arbitrariness
and sowght to impose restrictions on
freedom of speech and expression
beyond those defined under Article 19%2)
of the Constitution, He noted that the
expressions “fake, false or misleading”
within the rules are “vague and
overbroad”, leaving ample room for
potential misuse.

Highlighting that there was no clarity
on how the FCU would identify any
information to be patently false or
misleading, the judge asserted that the
“exgercise would result in an unilateral
determination by the executive itself™. He
also refused to accept the Centre's claim
that the Rubes would exclude political
comments and satire by reasoning that
“any assurance from one Government
even if carried out Faithfully would not
bind a succeeding Government.”

Notably, Justice Chandurkar observed
that the mere ability of an aggrieved
person to challenge FCU decisions in a
constitutional court could not be
regarded as an adequate safeguard. He
accordingly concluded that the amended
rubes were liable to be struck down, as
they created a “chilling effect”™ on
intermediaries by jeopardising their safe
harbour progection.

What happens next?

The Union government is likely to appeal
the decision before the Supreme Court
especially since the 2021 1T Rules are
currently under challenge before the
Delhi High Court and the Madras High
Court. The ruling will also impact the
legitimacy of similar fact-checking units
established in Tamil Nadu and Kamataka.

THE G
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The armended Rule 3{1)[b)[)
specifically required saclal
rvedia Itermedianes o make
“reasonable efforts” to present
users from uploading or
tranamitting any coatent
flagged by the Centre’s FCU as
rnutsimfarmation,

-

Justice Chandurkar abserved
that the amended rules suffer
freen manifest arbitrariness
and seught to impase
restrictions on freedom of
apeech and expression beyond
those defined wnder Article
13(2) of the Constitutian. He
noted that the Bxpressians
“fake, false or miskeading”
within the rules are “vague and
averbroad”, leaving ample
raam for patential misuse,

-

The Uniom govermment is likely
o appeal the declsicn before
the Supreme Court,

What are retractions and
why do they matter?

potentially duplicated or manipulated work?

What is a retraction index? Why do researchers use

Atanu Biswas

The story so far:

coording to the ‘Retraction

Watch' database, an Indian

i ¢ at an institute in

ow hats racked up 45
retractions. It also states that another
researcher ata university in Kolkata
published 300 scdentific papers in a year,
which is nearly a paper a day and
impossible, This individual had six papers
which cover an array of
disciplines including chemistry and
virology, Paper retractions are becoming
mare common worldwide even as the
research misconduct problem is
worsening in India.

What are retractions?

A retraction is a mechanism that kicks in
when a scientific paper published in an
acadernic journal is found to be so lawed
s tomerit being removed from scientific
literature. The scademic community is
often understanding when a paper is

F »

retracted for an honest error but much
less forgiving when a paper is pulled
becanse it contains deliberately
manipulated material. For example, the
case of John Darsee, a young Harvard
University cardiobogy researcher, stunned
the academic community in the 1980s. He
had over 80 papers retracted for
spreading "inaccuracies and falsehoods”.
Scientific fraud is surprisingly endemic:
the list with Darsee includes Jan Hendrik
Schiin, Brian Wansink, Hwang Woo-suk,
and of recent Ranga Dias as well, among
others, Even Nobel laureates are not
spared. Gregg Semenza, a professor at
Johns Hopkins University and winner of
the 2009 medicine Nobel Prize, has had 12
papers retracted over potentially
duplicated or manipulated images.

How often are papers retracted?
Between 2020 and 2022, 2.5 times more
papers were retracted than they were
between 2007 and 2019, The reasons for
retraction inchide plagiarism, editorial
conflicts, image manipulation, and the

use of paper mills, During the COVID-9
pandemic, many publishers had
fast-tracked the peer-review process for
papers they received from scientists. Asa
result, some 10,000 papers had to be
retracted in 2023 because of quality
andj/or data issues. The number was only
around L,G00 in 2003, In 2023, a German
neuropsychologist named Bernhard Sabel
published the results of using a
fake-paper detector be had buile: he
tound that a third of 5,000 newroscience
papers published in 2020 likely had
plagiarised and/or falsifed content,

What is the retraction index?
A journal's retraction index is the the
number of refractions in a given time
period multipied by 1,000 and divided by
the total mumber of published articles,
according to a definition provided by
stientists Ferric Fang and Arturo
Casadevall in a September 2011 paper.
They also showed that there's a greater
chance of a paper being retracted from a
high-impact journal than from a

low-impact one. ‘Tmpact’ refers o the
impact factor: the average number of
times a paper was cited in list two years.

Why do scientists falsify papers?
Paper mills are enterprises that churm out
fake or low-guality journal papers and sell
them trscientists. Thousands of papers
published in academic joumals
worldwide have been linked to Russian,
Iramian, and Chinese paper mills.

Cme reason they re becoming more
prevalent is because of research
institutes’ desire to improve their national
and international university rankings,
where the primary criterion is research
output. In today’s academic setting, one's
paper count can determine one’s chances
of being promoted, securing grants and
getting awards. PhD students are
sometimes required to publish papers to
graduate. This “publish or perish™ culture
encourages paper mills.

Miscomduct makes scientists bose trust
in one another and in Hterature. In a
2000 articlke in the journal Neature, H.N.J.
Arst wrote, "All honest sclentists are
victims of scientists who commit
misconduct.” Retractions are thus a way
for science to correct its mistakes.

Reducing the prevalence of
misconduct is an open problem in
research policymaking, It needs to answer
questions like: can journals detect bad
papers with Al and what is a way to
evaluate research quality over quantity?

Atanu Biswas is professor of statistics,
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata.
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A retraction & a mechansm
that kicks in when a scentific
paper published in an
academic jawmal is found to be
50 flawed a3 to menit being
removed from sclentific
literature,

A Journal's retraction index is
the the number of retractians
i & ghen time period
multiplied by 1,000 and divided
by thee tatal number af
pulblished articles,

-

Paper mills are enterprises that
chusnn at fake or bow-guality
Jaurnal papers and sell them 1o
sclentists, Thousands of papers
puldlished in acadesmic journals
warldwide have been linked to
Russian, irandan, and Chinese
paper mills.
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How BMI is becoming an
inadequate measure for health

BMI does not help a doctor understand the t — how much of it is fat, and where the

fat is distributed. Studies are now showing that BRI may be better at predicting health risks than BMI

Zubeda Hamid

ractically everyone who has
gone to a doctor for a checlkeup
has had their BMI or Body Mass
Index measured. BMI
calbeulators abound online and it has
become a modern goto gquick check for
one's health - financial services company
Zerodha even announced, in 2022, an
extra bonus for employees with a BMI of
less than 25,

But henw aceurate is BMI in deciding
how healthy you are now, or how healthy
vt will remain in the future?
Increasingly, experts have arrived at the
realisation that it is an imperfect
calbeulation that has several limitations,

Therefore, the new b word is BRI or
the Body Roundness Index. Devised by
L5, mathematician Diana Thomas, and
first published in a 2013 paper, this index
measures how round you are. "BMI is
grounded by the assumption that bodies
are like cylinders. But when 1 looked at
miyself in the mirror, 1thought — 1'm
more of an egg than a cylinder” And this
is what led to devising the BRI she says.

The mathematical formula for BRI s
assoviated with body fit levels, and takes
into account height and waist
circumference. The scores usually range
from 1 to 15, with those having very high
seores of very low scores (of over 6.9 or
under 3.41) considered at the most risk for
illnesses,

How is BRI different from BMI?

BMI s your weight in kilograms divided
by your height in metres squared. A BMI
of 18 to 24.9 is considered normal; 25 to
29.9 is termed overweight and 30 and
above is classified as obese.

The problem, says Jaichitra Suresh,
chief medical officer, SIMS Hospital,
Chennai, is that BMI does not help a
doctor understand the composition of the
weight: how much of it is fat, muscles or
water far instance, and where the fat is
distributed in the body, “Athletic people
and those who do weight training may
hive high BMIs, as muscles are denser
than fat, but will still be healthy. It cannot
be assumed that a high BMI always means
high fat,” she paints out,

BMI also has limitations with different
ethnic groups - it was created using data
froim 19th century Europeans. For
instance, Dr, Jaichitra says, an Indian and
a Caucasian may have the exact same
B, but in an Indian the fat percentage
may be higher than that of the Caucasian.

How is BRI different? The BRI score
takes the waist circumiference into
account, and caloulates percent body fat:
the caleulator shows you an egg-like
outline, with a green region, which is
considered healthy. Scores outside this
region are considered to be at risk. "The
more round you are, the higher peroent
body fat you have, the higher your
visceral adipose and therefore your risk of
diabetes, cadiovascular problems ete.
Metabolic illnesses can manifest without
thie body booking like it is obese, But even
at the lower end, having a small body size
fior height, weight and gender, is a risk,
The green zone shows you the sweet
spot,” says Dr. Thomas, who is a full
professor in the Department of
Mathematical Sciences at the United
States Military Academy, West Point,

ition of the wei

Where does the fat lie?

‘When BMI was first proposed to be used
as an indicator for mortality risk, experts
pointed out that its scores may not be
applicable for the Asian population = and
at this stage, in 2002, it was

that 23 be considered an action point for
Asian populations, and not 25,

“But this,” says Anura Kurpad,
professor of phystology at St John's
Medical College who was part of the WHO
expert consultation on BMI in Asian
populations, which met in Singapore in
2002, “did mot address the problem. Ieis
mot the amount of fat that is the issue but
where the fat is - as fat in the abdomen,
particularly when it accumulates arcund
the internal organs, is what lesds to
metabolic syndrome and a bost of
miedical issues. BMI can be misleading.
ou eoubd be skinny but with a paunch
and this would put you at risk of
non-communicable diseases,” he says.

GETTYIMMGES

High lewvels of visceral fat (belly fat
stored deep within the abdomen, around
the internal organs) can contribute to
developing type 2 diabetes, hypertension,
cardiac diseases and other health
conditions, Indians are genetically
predisposed to putting on weight around
the abdomen making them more
susceptible to insulin resistance, and
the , diabetes, The guidelines
released this year by the National Institute
of Nutrition reflect this: they state that
BMIs ranging from 23 to 27.5 are to be
considered overweight for Asians, since
they tend to have a higher percentage of
by Eat compared to some other
populations,

Alternatives were proposed then, says
Dr. Kurpad, who is also senior advisor,
Tata Trusts, including waist-height ratios.
This is a simple index: if your waist
circumference is less than half of your
height, you are in good shape, but if it is

mare, then that indicates you are
heginning to get spherical.

The problem of obesity is rising in
India: according to the National Family
Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5), the number of
overweight/obese Indian men is now
22.9%, while the figure for women is 24%.

But Dr. Kurpad points to another issue
s well: “BMI gives the impression that it
is only physically overweight or obese
peaple who are at risk of chronic
diseases, But this is not true - thin people
are also at risk, as are children. In fact a
national nutrition survey in children aged
5 to 19 found that one in two children
studied had higher than normal blood
ghucose levels, high B and higher than
normal cholesterol,” he says.

Even if adults or children ane of normal
weight, explains A.J. Hemamalini,
protessor and head of the department of
clinical nutrition at the Sri Ramachandra
Faculty of Allied Health Sciences,
Chenina, often, their fat mass is high and
thedr muscle mass is kow, and this is why
BMI is not always an sccurate indieator,
"W look at different components
inchading bioehemical profile, waist
cireumference, waist to height ratio and
correlate this with dietary intake and
physical activity, to arrive at an idea of
their nutritional status,” she says.

More reliable alternative
Many studies have now shown that BRI
may be better at predicting health risks
than BM1

1In a paper published in Diabetology
Internctional in July 2021, researchers
from JIPMER Puducherry noted that
BMI's clinical utility is challenged by its
“inahility to discriminate between fat and
lean mass and failure to repart the fat
distribution.” The paper, ‘Cut-off values
and elinieal efficacy of body roundness

index and other novel anthropometric
indices in identifying metabolic syndrome
and its components among

Indian adults,” by Chiranjeevi
Kumar Endukuru et al, which studied 202
individuals, found that BRI, among other
novel measures, had a “significantly
higher predictive capacity to identify
MetS imetabolic syndrome). Among
traditional and novel anthropometric
indices, the paper said, BMI and ABSI
(a-body shape index) “exhibited the
weakest predictive power to identify Mets
in both genders.”

A recent cohort study of over 32,000
U5, adults, ‘Body Roundness Index and
All-Cause Mortality Among US Aduls
published in JAMA Network Open, found
that the "association between BRI and
all-cause mortality followed a Ushape,
with both lowest and highest BRI groups
experiencing significantly increased risk
of aill-cause mortality,” indicating that
"BRI may be promising as a newer
anthropometric measure associated with
all-caise mortality”

But how reliable is BRI? It may be
subject to human error. Writing for The
Conversation last year, Alice Bullas, Senior
Research Fellow, Sports Engineering
Research Group, Shetheld Hallam
University, said one study had found that
eight out of 10 trained health
Ezﬂenimuls demonstrated such high

Is of human error when manually
measuring the abdomen that they failed
to notice an increase of 3 em the second
time they took the measurement. “This
margin of error will probably be even
higher in people taking their own
mieasurements at home,” she wrote,
adding that as a new metric, BRI also does
ot yet have the kind of extensive data
backing up its use that exists for BMIL

While BMI, BRI and other indices to
measure health risks may continue to be
debated for some time to come, itsa
good idea, says Dr Kurpad, for everybody
to use the simple waist to height
caleulation to keep track of their health.

THE DAILY QUIZ

¥

Please send in your answers 1o
dailyquiz@thehindu.ca.in

The American sitcom Friends, which went on to become a major cultural masterpiece,
debuted on September 22, 1994. Here is a quiz on the show that turned 40 recently

Sindhu Nagaraj Y
QUESTION 4

Y

QUESTION 1

\Wihen the show was first
being developed, what
were the initial titles, after
which it was changed o
Friends?

QUESTION §

ko

QUESTION 2

Wihlch of the six characters
an the shew had a pet
monkey in the first couple 9

of seasons? What was the QUESTION &

name of the mankey? The shaw |s guated in this

(9 tennls player's autebiography.
QUESTION 3 The sald player was dating one

Courteney Cox played the
role of Monica Geller on the
show. Inftlally, the makers
wanted her to take the role
of which character?

N

What ks the name of the shew in
which Joey portrays the role of
D, Drake Ramaray?

b

The series was nominated for
62 Primetime Emmy Awards,
winning st Wha were the only
twa maln cast members wha
wan an Emimy? Wha i the anly
actar wha was not nominated?

of the guest actors, Brooke
Shields who appears in the
episode ‘The One Ater The
Super Bowl - Part 10 Name the
tennls player and his book.

Visual question:
Identify this actor, who had a guest role on Friends, playing the love Interest of
Phaebe Buffay. He was married to ane of the show's main actors, Wha was 117

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's dally quiz: 1. This player reglstered the
first medal winning perfarmance far India in the
Chess Olymplad. Ans: Mahammad Raflg
Khan

2. Mame the Grandmaster wha holds the record
far representing India In the mast number of
games In the apen section of the Chess
Olymplad. Ans: K. Saslkiran

1. Name the enly player to have beaten D,
Gukesh in the Olymplads. Ans: Nodirbek
Abdusattaroy of Uzbekistan

4. This Indian player registened the second
highest ELO rating in the Budapest Olymplad.
Ans: Arjun Erlgalsl

5. The 2014 Indian team won bronze in the
open sectlon. This indian GM had the best
performance rating from this team. Ans: 5.,
Sethuraman

Viswal: Identify these three chess players. Ans:
The Ehadilkar sisters — Raohinl, Vasanthl,
Jayashres

Early Blrds: Nobody gat all the answers corect

.
wee

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

“Whiat happened to your leg?”
"Remember that bench in our garage?”
"Who can forget that old thing! Why, it

st be as old as your grandfather”

“Dlder, actually. That beneh belonged
to his father”

“Then it's an antigue. You can make a
lot of money if you sell it

“That's not possible now. You see, 1 fell
on the bench this morning and it broke
into pieces.”

“Ahal So you are bankrupt, are you?”

"Bankrupt? Nobody becomes bankrupt
because of a broken bench.”

"But they do."

"What's got into you? How can we
possibly become bankrupt because of a
biraken bench?”

"Because the word bankrupt literally
mieans s broken beneh'”

"What! 'Bankrupt® means ‘broken
beneh'? You must be joking.”

"No, I'm not. You see, the word "hank’
is derived from the ald Italian banca’
meaning ‘bench’

“But what's the connection between a
bank and a bench? 1 don't see any."

"You don't see any connection,
because when you think of a bank these
days, you immediately think of a crowded
building with a lot of counters. But when
banking first started, business wasn't
conducted in a building.”

“Then where? Out in the open?”

"Exactly, Business was conducted on a,
‘banca’, that is, a bench, The earliest
moneychangers used to sit on a beneh
and all transactions used to take place on
the beneh, So the ‘bancy’, from which we
get the modern ‘hank’, became the place
where monetary transactions ok place.”

1 see, And how did these
moneychangers become bankrupt?™

“That's simple. When the bench broke,
they became bankrupt.”

"How did the bench break?”

"Usually, it was the money changer’s
enemies who broke it and sometimes it
was hiis clients who did the breaking.”

“Why did the clients break the beneh?"

"Maybe they didn't like the service he
wiis them. Or maybe they found
out that he was cheating them.”

"Well, if he was cheating his own
clients then the bench deserved o be.
broken alright.”

"You're right. And onee the bench was
broken, the moneychangers became
bankrupt. Because you see, without the
bench he couldn't transace any business.
“Ruspita’ is the Latin word for 'broken'.
And as 1 said earlier, "bankrupt” means
‘broken beneh'.

"So without a beneh to sit on, the
bankers couldn't earry on any business.”

"That's right, But there were some
people who used to stand on a bench and
conduct business.”

“Stand on a bench and conduct
business] Who were they?”

"Mountebanks, Know who a
mountebank i7"

"'t e a frand?

“That's right. A mountebank is a
person who goes around deceiving
people by claiming he can do wonderful
things. He is a swindler. The word is
rarely used these days.”

Published in The Hindu on fune 22, 1993,

Word of the day

Patently:
unmistakably

SYNONYMS: obviously, plainly, spparently,
man|festhy, evidently

USBge: His chaims were patently false.
Pronunciation: newsth live/patantlypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: roemantif

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Test & Contest’
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Beads on the moon suggest it had
volcanoes more recently than thought

The

sampling and analysis of

Tejusrl Gururaj

clentists widely believed voleanie

activity an the moon ceased

about a billkon years ago. A study

publishied in Sciemee on
September 5 called this idea into question
with evidence sugesting the moon bad
active voleanoes as recently as 120 million
YIS g,

Thie maon's vole
Hijghit on how its s
atmospherie conditions, and its tectonic
activity, Voleanoes can alkso create
condithons suitalle for life by releasing
water and providing energy and
nutrients, More recent research using
PO froam satellites his
Foundd signs of voleanic activiey from
.m:und HOO milll::n }urﬁ agn, but no

If.

Hl.'!il.'ull‘L‘IlL'I’" lN:hmd the new study, bed
by H-I ‘M:ll Wang of the Chinese Academy

mllu tied by Chis

They focused :IILIr analysis on lunar
Blass beads ~ small spherical or
e shaped glass pheces formed by
voleanle activity or impact events like
when rocks from space smash the moon's
surface,

The moon-made specks

The wiry high-enerigy events create gliss
beads on the moon {s similar to how
rektites formed from impacts and
volbeanic rock (like obsidian) from
eruptions on the earth.

In valeanic erupithons, magma from the
moon's surface throws up liva fragments,
When these fragments cool quickly, they
form the beads,

Likewdse, the surface rock and soll melt
under the intense pressure and heat
produced by asterold or meteorite
impacts. The melted material is
intes the air, where it rapidly cools
Limicks om the surface as glissy b
fals throsn into the
spherical because they take the least
armoint of energy to form.

This b= also why water droplets are
feal in space or egg-shaped on the
earth, where gravity stretches them a
little,

'nll.']ﬂil!iﬁ bieids” atomm

re arranged in
y're composed
ol a-llluul |:L||.:|:|:*Iu|:l-. aned bron with trace
armotnts of potassium, titaniim, and
i,

shack features like lrilrlll res ar
deformutions,

Nonetheless, identifying how some
beads originated is challenging because
thiey e dlerbved from similar rocks,

o vinlc:

¢ periods inthe moon's history

This December 2030 image taken by o pancramic camern onbaand the lander-ascender com bination of Chang'e-5 spacecraft shows a patch of the lunas

surface after It landed an the mogn. e

The presence of elements from an
impactor that are no longer found on the
muon’s surface is another characteristic of

sindls. Volcanic glass beads,
on the other hand, can have greater
amounits of volatile elements, including
sulphur emitted during eruptions.

Mone of these eriteria are conclusive by
themselves: sclentists use many of

ok Mons Riimbker

1 knowii for its elevated
heat-producing elements, thin crust, and
prodonged voleanic ac
The researchers
3,000 bes

wiotild reveal clues to thelr origing.

They also studied the samples’ chemical
composition to fdentify the most and least
abuinidint LIuth:a |v|'a.-er1l dhd 3 |Itl|'m'|:l|

The team also looked out for evidence
af ineomple ng, o characteristie of
asteroid or meteorite impact,

Twir and two together
4 thie 3,000 samples, the researchers
shortlisted 13 for sulphur sotope analysis,

|Hl||l]l1t‘1\-<l.l‘l ateams of the same element
irther of proton
erent mumbers of
inalysis I‘L'\'l'ill!i I|I|.'

their mucl
Nt ron

Thie resear: I||:n- compared Il!t‘ sul Jhul‘
isctope ratios in the beads \\Ilh t'a-l.l.hllallul
values from older

The researchers’ analysis revealed that
three of the 13 samples were from
ic activity,

Then they used the uranium:lead
raciometric dating method o accy
dlate the materials present in these
samiples. The method works by assessing
1hi:(|ml1lllyulumlull|11 sotopes that
have d o b lead |MJlLI|J( 5, which
happens at a predictable tme-ra

They determined the ages of the three
voleanic samples to be 116-135 million
iary, The compe
alse inchieated they
BOLUTCE.

Whille the age of the veleanic s
avierlapped with those of
heads collected by Ch,
evidence based o
stlphir isotof
peinted toavoleanic origin for the three
beads.
rifo, the moor
activity 116-135 million years ago,

~§

A mystery erupis
The researchers’ use of sulphur sotope
ratios was movel,

Sulphur ksotopes aren't commonly
usieed te federtify the orgin of materdals on

may have hid voleanic

Selentsts instead rely on
h|1u|uL1- based on Lull’|‘(J|1. ancygen, and
Jeadd. But voleanie activity makes sulphur a
better choloe primarily because it releases
sulphur dioxide

The research t
moon wis valcar
120 millbon yeurs ago, refil
claims. The three voleanic g
contained high concentrations of
potassium, rare earth dements,
phosphoris, sodium, amd thoriam,
suggesting the source was rich in these
elements,

According to the researchers, the
presence of these minerals in the glass
bieads sugigests they pliyed a robe in
cosing lunar volcanic activity by
prochieing the heat required for an
ertption.

1 also showed the

Chances for ¢
W now hive a new questio 4
moon's interior coolied and its lithosphere
1} v, hioaw didd voleanie activi

s for such a long
Future Chandraya

analysis of lunar materials, which may
include rocks from voleande periods in the
moon's history,

The Chandrayaan missions are
o explore the lunar poles, This e

lser set
Idd help
LTS ts study preserved lunar jce that
iy hold gases released during ancient
volcankc eruptions,

(Tejeasr Gursird i a freelance seience writer
and Jorrnalist with a master's degree in
physice tefasrigururajmgmail.comp

Iy active as ru'l'lll:lyd:.

e based on Chinas Changle-5 mission and raise a new mystery that future missions could help answer. For example, Chandrayaan-4 is poised to conduct onssite
i materials, which may include rocl

THE GIST

The moon's valcanic activity
reveals how its sudace

fonm Its atmoapheric
conditions, and tectonic
activity. Remote-sensing data
has found signs of volcanie
actvity from 800 millon years
ago, but no exact date for the
acthity iself

-

Researchers focused an lunar
gloss beads — small glass
pleces formed by walcanic
acthity oF Impact events like

wniferm, while

Imgact & y display
shack features ke fractures
-

The ages of the three velcan

somples were determined to
b 116-135 millicn years.
While the age owerl apped

with these of the impact
beads, ather evidence pointed
to @ valcanic arlgin
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TRAT authorisation rules

Implications of a shift away from licensing

—
TV Ramachandran

he Inddlan Telegraph Act of
T IMS]:nssum}incmwnHy
tall and firm for 1490 years,
adapting smoothly to the many
monumental changes in
rechnology and environment.
However, there comes atime
when the old erder needs 1o
change, and this was heralded by
the Telecommunications Bill
2023, which proposcs an
epoch-making authorisation
framework instead of licensing,
While examining the TRAI
Consultations on Framework for
Service Authori certain

TELECOM. For a stable policy
Feginme srocmon:

foster entry for new players, and
innovation.

hnr of the proposals is that of
L fifi service

homest doubts may arise such as:
How will the present licensing
regime for specific services
transithon into one where
authorisations are issued for
services? What would that
framework 1«*1lkt’lluwmn|ld

.unhnnwmuxmh:umlucl\'
unified pan-India author
While this might appear to
simplify business operations, it
could have far-reaching
Emplications that may not serve
the best interests of the market or

that the
operations of the existing players
and enable cnm'ni few players?
‘What kind of

India's telecom sector
thrives on specialisation, with
companies developing expertise

warranted for different kinds of
velecom network and services?
Moreimportantly, how will these
changes impact the case of doing
business, competition, and the
long-term objectives of India's
du:llal umnum

B
replaced with ‘authorisation”, and
this needs tobe countered.

STREAMLINE THE PROCESS
The mwfrann'vmr'k must rrplau'

Inspecificareas, Merging these
specialisations intoa single
authorisatbon could underm
this dynamic, reduce competition,
bead to higher costs, limit
consumer choice, and stifle
innovation.

Importantly, Satcom
Authorisations must be separate
rrestrial Telecom
sations for several key

technolo
differently to end-users using
different customer devices and
operates under unique terms and
conditions. The

les, is delivered

the cumbers
with a mone streamlined pmﬂ'“.
However, it is crucial that the
objectives of this new framework
serve overall natiodnal priorities of
inclusivity and Viksit Bharat.

The guiding principles that
drive the rules should be lowering
entry barriers, encouraging
competition, attracting more
investments, fostering

Telecommunications Act 2023,

clearly provides that spectrum for

sateom services, like GMIPCS and

VEAT, must be assigned through

an administrative process.

v, within satellive

ere must be a clear

nction between Global

Mobile Personal

Communications by Satelli
IMPCS v

hike plans

It will raise costs for US consumers, and
wreck the entire global trading system

THE WIDER
ANGLE.

PARAH DALAKRISHNAN

economy must have
heNEeTs, says
ex-president Donald
Trump. And certainly not
China. The only problem is
This MAGA (Make America Great Again)
strategy would involve slapplng tariifs
on virtually every product entering the

US and potentially also destroy the
ghobal trading system,
eat tl.ldm}: nation but

Indiaisn't a
we'd ertalnly
This pl

before Prime Minister Modi left for his
latest US visin).

For starters, Trump wants to slap 60
per cent duties on nearly all Chines
goods from computers (exports of over
8200 billion), semiconductor devices
(829 billion) or non-knit women's suits
($29billion). He scoffs when
ceonomists tell him such moves would
send prices soaring,

“When you take a hard look at the
data, they really aren't worth it for jobs
and they raise costs for consumers,” says

athriving, full-employment nation,
Other friendlier trading partners
might get off lighter with 10-20 per
tariffs. Pushing tariffs to levels unseen
since the 19308, according to the Trump
School of Economics, would bring in
cash, make it possible to slash taxes and,
achieve the US extreme right's

¥ i was funded by

tariffs, the Financial Times notes,
without endorsing the ldea. Income and
other personal taxes only began
supplying significant revenueat the
start of the 20th century. World War |
sent UK taxes soaring from 6 per cent in
1914 1o 30 per cent in 1918, Inthe
top tax rates for the very rich were even
ligher post-war,
Many tax hardliners argue Nafta
(North American Free Trade Area),
which allows duty-free imports from
Canada and Mexico, should also be vorn
up whichwould be devastating to both
ceonomies,

More importantly, Trump insists to.
voters in heartland manufacturing

During the last Trump
administration, the job
losses from trade
retaliation were higher than

think

staves who have lost employment due to
imports, such moves would return jobs
tothe US.
1‘r\|mp'! 1uw ments hn\'\ I'uuml fes rl ile
1

Democratic nlllcsl.ll:utin-
n[unnglm,-m!nr“ Kan;. rris, Even
the Bid bl China

HO-WDE

I 1929 1o 16 per cent in 1931,
aggravated by the Act's impact. It should
be noted the Democrats are also in
favour of tariffs, just more targeted,
careful and strategic ones aimed at
industrics tracing unfairly.

In fact, during the last Trum

for the loss of manufacturing jobs.
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen raised
temperatures in April by sa
million US manufacturing jobs had been
lost sinee 2001 when China joined the
World Trade Organkeathon [ WTO),

ina s hitting back at the US by taking
Its case to the WTO. But in recent years,
cotntries like the US have been paying
livthe heed 1o WTO rules,
Trump’s tariff plans are the

lent of showing
nd stuu{llwmlln |:10bu1
stem tobits,
e are some harbingers of what

il
.|h|.‘"||‘|ti&.<f5£ul||l”|l|:
retaliation were h:giln-nhnn the job

s from tarbff protection, economists
say. Trump's latest plan would raise
costs for anaverage family by at least

$1,700.0 year, they say. Harris argues the
effect of his tarifls could be as much as
£4,000 per household.

But Trump ||I.|\'1ilo|!s[o||'|\|ln‘
down. Inthe U
Europe are desperately boc
to it tawes while boosting jobs, while

malntaining soctal services and
standards of living,

Ex-British prime minister Liz Truss is
making videos claiming her disastrous
tax-cutting budget was the right move at
tin‘ ru{ln time and would have changed

might happen if Trump raised tariffs
through the roof. We just have to look
back ta the US 1929 Smoot-Hawley Act
that hiked tariffs to 20 per centon
20,000 irems, the aim being to protect
US farmers during the Great
Depression. Inevitably, other nations hit
back and US exports crashed by
twor-thirds berween 1929 and 1932,

{the country's if
she hadin't been summa wrfed from
office,

Butit’s the battle between the US and
Chinathat will determine the direction
ofthe global econonyy in the comin
years, India has discovered it's tough to

rep the cconomy chugging along
without Chinese products, If Trump

innovation, and reducing Biden Administration cconomist Kim . aine i -y Imports also cratered, becomes president and tries 1o slap huge
regulatory and administrative Clausing. But Trump insists these moves the J[:h sins from F'“ iff But, musl importantly, tariffs on Chinese products he may make
oSS, allows for voloe, data, video, and will return jods to the US and turn it into pl'{lll.’t‘ 0N, COONOMIsEs v doulsled from 8 per cent thes. i Y.
The true advantage of the messaging with connectivity to
authorisation framework will lie public networks, while
inits potential to catalyse Commercial VEAT CUG is limited
innovation by providing a more to paint-to-point data STATISTALK. Arun K Shanmugam Visveswaran ¥ Short take
flexible and adaptive regulatory withinaclosed - - ( \ I I | l
environment. '} without such T TS 3
: i tha lndian ratatl | it Tes AvEan] i . ireece to slash debt
Telecommunication services  connectivity. How the Indian retail industry is growing and transforming
that do not utilise scarce The focus should be on creating e > + = ey < to ]( west since 2009
resoarees and are not a stable, predictable [kl[lc\‘ and Retail has stayed firm at around 48 per cent of private consumption expenditure which is on an Wl ot
public-facing should be provided regula increasing trend. Apparel and apparel accessories stand to be the fastest growing segment within retail. —
:::::‘.‘::1‘;::.’:\:#::::1“ ‘;I':J":: “'i_‘::::lt‘:"‘:'fl:l'l'::"ﬁle’:\" While the segment is largely unorganised, the penetration of organised players has been on the rise with Sotirls Nikas
ettities only 1 ";Mll[\, the Central biivest and compete. a significant jump since FY23. Also, the e-retail segment has been growing at a fast pace with =30 per cent Teece alia to cut abaut 20
Rovernment, y-0-y growth in FY23 and Fy24 percentage points from its debt
Wherever possible, exemption The writer is President, Broadband Inda pile within just four yearsin
from authorisation, as plm'u.iul i Forum. Views are personal inputs by Sundeep Retail remains the malnstay of private consumption Apparel L apparel accessores is the fastest growing another milestone in the escape from its
the Act should b dto at " :“rr "':w" - = el segment within Indian retail since FY19 decade-long crisis, the country’s finance
rivake al - = Total retsl markel = Apparel & appardl accessedies i sadd. I an interview, Kostis
!;Mwmloﬂ market 1% of private consumyrtion "'“;’ i Inhia (i ¥ trillion) (in ¥ triioa) (RHS) predicted that government
— 00 CAGR— 1 borrowings will shrini oseto 130
9.5 -
L T i " .  frowth L A5 M percent” of gross domestic product by
thehindubusinessline, 15 (1129  Dtien e the end of 2028, bolstered by an
PR TRn Yy, " o ar - 4 16 A ¥ b econonyy that has been outperforming
F'WENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. 100 : its peers,
» “ 1 “This is a really significant reduction,”
Seprember 25, 2004 " 52 3 the minister said, speaking in his office in
u central Athens, Greece's debt ratio
Corporation Bank to explore acquisitions 10 peaked at 207 per cent in 2020 and is
The Mangalore based Corporation Bank is the latest to join the takecver FYI9 FY20 P %] FVie FYis  FYI9 FY0 P2l Rl YR M already projected by the government 1o
bandwagon. The bank's board has passed a resolution authorising the shrinkto 1527 per cent |“i--l|'-
Chalrman and b g Director to explore th ity of acquiring other Along with shaking off junk status last
banks. The bank also wants to protec twl! from any takeover bid Organised retall gaining market E-retail has been growing ata (i ¥ triffion} wear, the prospect of Greece no longer
share with every passing ye. ginw)  breakneck pace since FY22 standing out as the region’s most
5C to hear Zee plea against BCCI decision W Unorgaskeed retall market share  © Ovganised retail macket share M Ovorall netall M E-retall O yoy growth (%) (30.4) indebted sovereign would amount toa
The Supreme Court will on Monday hear a writ petition hied by Zee Telehims VI8 market market p (s8] o5 remarkable turnaround for a country
challenging the cancellation of the telecast rights awarded to it by the Board of .| ) A (181) g7 . that was once virtually bankrupe within
Control for Cricket in India (BCCT) between 2004 and 2008 and re-opening of o (208) \3*Y 339 oy the euro zone, and almost left the single
the tender process, Since the BCCI has filed a caveat, the court will also hear its © oy 57 currency, The new projections will be
0 s ]
wershon befare passing any order. .z kncluded in a fiscal plan
o1 [ submitted to Brussels
Govt rules out selling stake in Maruti Udyog o I What's helping Greece at present s an
The Government ruled out selling s stake in Maruti Udyog Led, a day after v economy that is outperforming ma
Suzukl announced ghing signihcant stake to the largest Indian car company in 18 2.3 2.7 24 B} 5.3 "'-" its European peers, It grew 1.1 per cent
its new joant venitune for cars and deesel engines. “We will not sell our stake in Lacl] _ Fr’l? “,; HF l\'!l “,” ”; Frae i the second quarter, at a time when the
Maruth” the Heavy Industries Minister, Mr Santosh Mohan Dev, told PTL Under 0 bl 0 ® ] 100 eura region as a whale eked out
the revised agreement Suzuki got majority 54.2 per cent stake in MUL Sourre: I oF Bazaar Sty Metad Limvied. expansion of just 0.2 per cont, soowsos
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2533
EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. Becomse frm, set (8)
4. Look lecherously at (4)

8 Beam of light (3)

9. Compuiter control (5)

10, Emmeet (3)

11, Artist’s colour-board (7}

12, Jockey (5)

13. Felgning sickness to avold work (11)

1, Leather ties {6)
2. Faithful (5)
3. Barb of an anchor ()

5. Cheer one up (7)

1. 1t wall set if 50 iddly disposed (8) 1. Harmess, parts of which turn up at top of stable (&)
2,15 true one might get alloy out of it (5)

s
anchor (5)

5, Malboe one happy to dangle it round desktop (7)
6. How to enter one that's ol there (6)

4, Make sheep's eyes at nothing, having broken leg (4)

8,1t sheds some light on the fsh (3) he merest chance it wil be found on an

9, What will army doctor employ for ablack eye? (5)
& Complete, whole (&) 10. Sobdier perhaps ertering Cubsan territory (3)
7, Subjected to abject
fear (10}

. Governmaent by

11. Range of colours allowed in a pet composition (7)
7. Wictim of violent threats was shown how Terriers
doit (10)

9. Where awoman s head of amarch, | try # out (10)

12, Wha's up for an added carallary? (5)
13, Avoiding work when Lame, ringing the changes {11)
17. Seat one took when cleaner was around (5)

17 Professorship (5)

18, Hold up, bear (7)

20, Greok long e’ (1)

21, Was audbly aware (5)
22, Pastry dish (3)

23, Memorandum (4)

24, Given a sudden fright (8)

woman of wormen (10)
14, Unyielding (7)

15, Shield (&)

16, To miean to (6)

18. Dandified (5)

19, Fill gne with
herror (5)

18, Keep it up as Tunis sorts it cut (7) 14, Won't yield a damn at its comversion (7)
20 Letter shows when militant Basques are expected to come (3)
21. Came tolearn of it being right in the noddle (5)

22, 50rt of chart a speciality of Périgord (3)

23, What musician will play for a tenner, say (4)

24, Given a fright, begin to be guided by it (8)

15, It shighds ane from the plctune shown on it (8)
16, Harve it in mind to be at home to kok after one (6)

18, Burning sen
controlied (5)
19, It will horrify one to have a Laglander turn up (5)

tion of being tlectronically

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2532

ACROSS 1. Panthersm 5, Cow 7, Ruby 8. Accolade 10, Identity 11, Fall 13, Grange 15 Moment 18, Drop 1%, Focaticn 22, Attitude 23, Peal 24, Eye 25, Warranted
DOWN 1. Parting 2. Noble 3. Incite 4. Moot 5. Charade 6. Wheel 9. Stage 12 Local 14. Apostle 16, Tangled 17, Tinder 18, Drake 20. nert 21, Stow

cM H
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Kings and queens
India stamps its authority on the global chess stage

many as a pivotal moment for chess in the

country. For years, the sport relied almost
exclusively on the genius of Viswanathan Anand for
sustenance, But 2024 has changed everything,
Wialking through the doors pushed open by Anand,
India’s next-gen is charting ways to command chess
the way the country has never done before.

I ndia’s Hungarian triumph has been hailed by

DL
businessline.
WEDNMESDAY - SEPTEMBER 15 - 2024

g trospective
c00ogly

DEAL BLOCKS. The new rules, by being retroactive,
can raise compliance costs and disrupt earlier deals

Clearly, the scale of the achievement has
not sunk in for many. Going into the 45th
edition of the Chess Olympiad in Hungary, it
was expected India would bring home a
medal or two, as it was seeded first and
second in the women's and open section,
respectively, However, both the Indian teams
went beyond expectations by bagging
maiden gold medals in both divisions and in
four individual boards, India also retained
the Gaprindashwili Cup, the trophy awarded
to the nation with the best overall
performance. India’s double title win in
Budapest isa sporting achievement on par
with any for the country, considering the
Chess Olympiad is the pinnacle of the sport
inateam format, What also stood out was
the emphatic nature of India’s win,
particularly in the open section. The team -
consisting of D Gukesh, R Praggnanandhaa,
Arjun Eriga t Gujrathiand P
Harikrishna - emerged unbeaten in the
11-round tournament, drawing just one tie,
to Uzbekistan in the ninth round. India lost
just one individual game out of the 44 it
contested. India's near-flawless run was
powered by World Championship challenger
Gukesh, who won nine out of 10 games in the
top board, securing the individual gold in the
process. Also in the mix of things was Arjun
Erigaisi, whose 10 wins out of 11 won him
goldin the third board, while alsolifting him
toacareer-high third in the FIDE live
rankings.

The Indian women's team, playing without
its top-ranked player Koneru Humpy, was
stretched considerably more than its
counterpart, Going into the final day, India
was forced into a practically must-win
situation to claim gold. But the side held its
resolve as it dismantled Azerbaijan to evade
the challenges of Kazakhstan and the USA to
lift the title. India’s title charge was driven by
Divya Deshmukh and Vantika Agrawal, What
unites both the Indian teams is their youthful
composition. Of the 10 Indians to battleit
out in Hungary, six are under 24, hintingata
potential for the country to dominate global
chess for vears. Gukesh is primed to take
down China’s Ding Liren and become the
youngest World Champion. Arjunisa stone’s
throw away from breaking the 2800 ceiling in
live ratings. Praggnanandhaa continues to
claim prized scalps in big-ticket
tournaments. Divyais ever so close to
becoming the fourth Indian woman to attain
the Grand Master title, months after Vaishali
did so.

It is, however, unfortunate that India"s
assertion on the global chess stage has not
been celebrated in the way that wins in other
sporting events are. Prominent public figures
seem to have given it a miss. The kings and
queens of Indian chess deserve better.
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“1 will get someone to help you. We shut the
savings counter thinking no one will be able

to use it these days!”

c:r— 1 o

was revised in 2022,

one- munlhnnllccpcnndmnspm\ﬂdcd
before the new Form 11 took effect.

Whilst the latest regulations do not

provide a transition period, this is
somewhat mitigated by the fact that the
amendments were well-communicated
inadvance. The amendment process was

d with
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addrcurm]amn'ﬁsks but thiscould

conditions pmwdenl such s merger
control approvals, prepared according to
the law in effect at the time of signing,
However, due tothe retroactive

application of the new regulations, deals
s before the. ations came into
clg.‘fctdmay need wr;?lﬂmwiialcd o
comply with the amended regulations,
and the lnjr‘crdocumcm{s) may nced

g extensively publicised with draft
he Indian merger control regulations released more thana year
regime recently witnessed a :Lgmandalahchuldushldthc
i i 4
with theintroduction of a consultations before the mgulatwns
new setof regulationsofthe  were finalised,

Competition Commission of India
(CCI), These am-ungo:lwrl hmg; hnng

Nevertheless, some interpretational
issues rcma-n parm:ularlymm:cmmg

in for the first time th
about deal value threshold.
Interestingly, and in a departure from
1 tice, these regulations apply
r\.a:ng:\rlyw dcnls?;nt have bﬂ:’
signed, but not closed.
Whilst the intent behind introducing
athreshold based on the value ofa
transaction was to exercise jurisdiction
over mergers and acquisitions thar
might otherwise be overlooked, its
retroactive application has sparked
uncertainty in the regulatory landscape.
“The implications of this move dre

the deal value d, and detailed

idelines or FAQs would be helpful in
dmhnglhﬁensp(\u

The most concerning aspect of the
new merger controd regulations,
however, is their departure from
established practice by applying the new
rules retroactively to deals that were
signed but not yet fully consummated
(either whelly or partly) before the
regulations came into effect on
September 10, 2024,

IM PAC‘I‘ON DBAI. S"I‘RI.M'I'UII.I&'O

far-paschl 1
timelines, e;tnbllslu’&lega] Framueworks,
market dymamies, and investor
confidence,

“Traditionally, significant changes to
the Indian merger control regime have
becnapplied prospectively, allowi
sul’fwiml:’m& for businesses to a&i‘fp{.
For example, when combination
regulations were first introduced in
2011, transactions approved or signed
before the effective salc were granted a
safe harbour,

In fact, the CCI had taken aview then
that for the first one year it would not

gun jumy eding:
against any party that hadd concluded a
deal without the CCI's approval,

Similarly, when the long-form merger

Th:s could lead todelays or even the
el

Fmthew 1, :mroauummlmnm
of the merger control regulations brings
itsown set of challenges. The CCImay
face an upsurge in filings as parties rush
o comply with the new filing
requircments for deals that have alrcady
becn signed.

‘This could place additional strainon
the regulator’s already limited
resources, potentially leading to delays
in processing,

1‘omm s:a:lllor’)‘llmclincs |hv CCI

costs are too high, or if the is
nolonger commercially feasible under
the new regime or with the revised
timelines.

Sart-ups, in particular, often rely on

numhto{ﬁlnnp ulmhwuld mlum.
fect on (th J

csttmdc.\:l‘.)d.cal(lmrlmcg.
Inthe light of these considerations,

timely injection of capital or acquisition companies will need to invest in

by larger firms to scabe. Ifa lmnsacllon thorough due diligence and kegal

o efioce the e i Toctbvel T

subjected to retroactive review, it could m:np]e;dticsul’them;wl‘m:‘mnrt.ﬁc

delay the funding round. coming months will likely witnessan
Start-ups may find themselvesina uptick in regulatory filings, along with

limbo while awaiting regulatory bmq.dcrqms:iunsrqca 'ng

approval, which can disrupt cash flow, he overall

strategic plans, and, in some cases, even
threaten such start-ups' survival.

:mpnn of these l\'gulalwnsun India's
investment climate
As India continues to refine its

the reg IMPACT ON FOREIGN competition policy, it will be cruchal o
deals sngncd before their enactment INVESTMENT strike a fair balance between regulatory
creates uncertainty for businesses, This  Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is Jmm\nhmln order to promote fir
will require pam'es to transactions that eritical for emergir like India, astable,
have already beensigned tore-evalume particularly in sectors such as pm.l'laablu and certain regulatory
deals under the new regulations. technology, infrastructure, and environment for businesses. Achieving

Such deals may also end up having to manufacturing. Foreign investors often this balance is key to fostering both
obtain regulatory approvals that were rely on regulatory predictability when domcsluw‘lhandmlmmm:lomgn
not initi: icipated. This is b ing i decisi and hsllndu

SI.IﬂllﬂML"" pplicati i ive d for
- predictability as foreig business in the global market.
St“dl't'l-llﬁi may find (Dm'plnwsma\-hcs::atclnmlcrtht Inthe light of the above analysis, i

themselves in a limbo
while awaiting regulatory
approval, which can disrupt
cash flow, plans, and
threaten their survival

market orexpand their existing
operations in India, potentially creating
achilling effect on foreign investment
and the case of doing business.

Parties may Ioolnomampm«mw
clauses in transaction do

may be desirable for the CClwo
reconsider the retroactive application of
the new deal value thresholds w deals
already signed but not closed.

as material adverse change clauses) to

Bright days ahead for solar sector

—
Sumant Sinha

s the 4th RE-Invest event in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat,
concluded, solar power took
centre stage with significant
commitments announced. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, during the
event, referred to India's solar
N\\Jlmmn asa golden ¢ hapt\rm its
1

Additionally, solar module e
surged by 91 per cent, reaching $1.97
billion in fiscal 2023-24. The Union
Budget's proposals for solar
manufacturing will further boost global
competitiveness and help Indian
manufacturers scale up,

Despite thisp  India's solar
potential remains largely untapped.
States like Rajasthan, Gujarat, and
Karnataka lead solar power production,

Y journey. B
2024 saw major commitments fram
India Ine to increase the country's
renewable capacity by 570 GW, with
manufacturers pledging 340 GW of solar
modules and 240 GW of solar cells.

Installed solar ity has grown
times over the ast decade, rom 2 52 u
GW in March 2014 1o 87.21 GW by July
2024, making India the third-largest
producer of solar power globally. The
country is expected to reach 280 GW of
installed capacity by 2030,

India’s selar manufacturing capacity
s 5 ed by policies like
Performance Linked Incentives,
non-tariff barriers, and ambitious
targets. According to Mercom India,

yetth v's total potential is
estimateed at 74% GW, according tothe
National Institute of Solar Energy.
Programimes like the PM Surya (..har

SOLAR POWER. Untapped patential

materiale, To becomea global solar
supplier, India must establish a

bum.unr

Muft Bijli Yojana, which ai

rooftop solar panels for 1 crore
households, and the KUSUM Scheme for
farmers, are pivotal,

These initiatives empower et
gencrate their own clectricityand help
scale up clean energy deployment.
Gujarat, particularly, has emerged asa
leader, with the momentum built during
the Gandhinagar event further
energising these efforts,

On the manufacturing front, while
India's solar module imports from
China dropped by 76 per cent and solar

solar module and cell ¢ ing
capacity stood at 70.3 GW by Deoember
2023,

cell imports by 17 per cent between
Apriland mber 2024, the country
remains reliant on imported raw

f: m. We need to
match China on both cost and
innovation across three critical areas:

(i) Cluster development: Solar
manufacturing clusters should
encompass the entire supply chain, from
modules down tocells, wafers, ingots,
polysilicon, and other key components,
Dholera in Gujarat is an emerging
cluster, but many more such clusters are
urgently needed across the country,

(ll)GI.obﬂlpanmnhipu.

headafCCy,
i Asaciatie 3 Touchstone Partrers, Delhi

and Hirani

More solar manufacturing clusters, global collaboration and greater thrust on skill development are needed

vnllnhe US, EU, and other regions,
ing their combined
manufacturing expertise, technological
advancements, and fiscal heft for

trade
policy will Iu'lp dn‘rmf\' and secure
ghobal supply chains for solar

fesl nents.

Skuldm:lopmrnr Advnm-d

kills are

A

3.1 N

thet
o eell manufacturing and further
upstream in the supply chain. India must
foster robust government-private sector
collabaration to launch comprehensive
advanced manufacturing and RED skill
programmes, establish international
talent exchanges, bolster
industry-education partnerships, and
encourage hands-on learning initiatives
o fill the growing technical gap.

India has been a global front-runner
indeployvingand scaling up solar energy.
The success of RE-Invest 2024, with
strong participation from Indian and

India’s leading role.
With the right steps, India is setto
sprint ahead in the solar race, driving the

:Ilkr Pcm\!htc Solar ('A:ILS, Bll’acnl Sulsl
Panels,

for India's solar future. India should
actively explore strategic partnerships

world's cle: B

The writer it Fourder, Chairman snd CEO, Reew
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Poll challenges
India’s "One Mation, One Election’
proposal aims to hold simultaneous

planning and consideration are

fior busying and selling used vehicles.

Hations, big and small keep waging

Sriharsha R

lections 10
reduce costs and improve
gowernance stabiity.

However, it poses several challenges,
Inchuding risks to federalism,

Used-cars zoom ahead
s with reference to the news
article ‘Pre owned car market grows

disadvantages for regional parties. it
idakiolead

hd entry-level
<ar1 {St‘v'!c"'w 24)
4

desrupitions, require significant

twas difficult to buy a
pre-owned car, But in recent years

and
Wl voters.

Additionally, it might divert attention
Fromm kocal governamee saues. Thire
s also a possibility of policy paralysis
a5 parties would be socupied for a
period inelection campaigrs. Careful

[

hicles market inindia
has witnassad ramariable growth
driven by factors such as
atfordabdey, ccessible hnancing
options, enhancemant inwehicle
quality and rekabslity and
advancements in online platfoems

a—

B B to
travel in leoury cars they prefer

strugg socio-political
rmrscncow:orcocfmetncsuw

and ease their economic burdens.
His humble working elass
background, b«om.ng:hc brst

pre-cwned cars. Car compas
should find a reew strategy of

and "
being, Popular movements could be

persan lagy
unbversity, has 2 strorg apcml for i

i feted bya

hanging old ones for h  transient,r theseare Larikcans fed up with the parties of
modern facilties price. ital to. h nlege
P Victor Selvaraj sockty. our-r\grhe 2022 uprising that saw
Palspambotts {Tumd Mady) A g its e
cadre, beit Ldrwn-g'n SEVENE BEONCITIG Crishs storming the
in SriLanka R Narayanan Presidential palace, the VP was able

Thewrge for change is palpable across
geographies. Sri Lanka i the latest to

Haw Mt

tostrike achord with its datinctly
ariti-establishrment stance But, for

Fidde thee wagon. It was the
other day and Pakistan is unable to
ot e Ieam KhAN's Mewement
Dremocracy has ever remained
intangible in the saga of ehilised
human socio poltical dscourse.

-

There g wictany
the WPled

along
e takes over the reing

Aniara Dissanayake & w.utm of
the dynastic politics and the status
que. Lankars opted for 2 man who
has promaed to root out cormuption
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