Growth prescription

IMES ‘mediocre medinm-term outlook
merits policy attention

he latest World Economic Outlook re-
I leased by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has some good tidings, and
some ominous assessments, The good news -
that largely pertaing o the short term - is that a
mitich-feared global recession has been averted,
the global war against inflation ‘almost’ won, and
growth is holding steady, The US, is
grow faster this year than anticipated earlier, ba:
ancing out lower estimates for some large Euro-
pean nations. Among developing countries, the
IMF downgraded growth hopes for West Aska,
an Africa and Central Asia as conflicts
all:l unrest disrupt production and shipping, Ho-
wever, brighter prospects for emerging Asla, en-
hanced by higher public investments in Cl
and India, offset those downward pressures, The
IMF expeets the world to grow 3.2% in 2024, as in
2023, The moderation in inflation has been partly
antributed o the unwinding of shocks sin
COVIDIS pandemic and the Ukraine war, but
tight monetary policies played a crucial role too,
it noted. With inflation returning near central
banks’ ta there is now room for pivating
monetary policy toa
ing economic activity, Yet, the IMF has cautioned
about food price pressures again in some emerg:
ing economies, and services inflation being oo
Tigh, at almost doubile the pre-pandemic levels,
For India, the IMF has maintained its GDP
llowed by
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The Manipur crisis, the issue of managing diversity

et another round of escalation of

violence in Manipur has reportedly led

to the Chief Minister of the State

making muliiple demands that include
greater control over security operations, This
means that the Chief Minister has not been in
charge for some time, Another jarring revelation,
a8 i media reports, ks even the supposed
Invocation of Article 355 of the Constitution,
where the Union has a duty to protect States
aggalnst external aggression and interial
disturbance, The breakdown of the constitutional
m:lrhinﬂ'y In Manipur ks an open seeret. The

fon raises questions

about the capacity of the Constitution to
reconcile ientitarian differences,

The basis for *special provisions'

Driversity management is a unigue feature of the
Indian Constitution. In keeping with the unique
problems of different States, not just erstwhile
Jamimu and Kashimir, several others such as
Maharashira, Gujarar, Nagaland, Assam, Manipur,
Andhira Pradesh, Sikkim, Mizoram, Arunachal
Pracesh and Karnataka were considered entitled
1o “special provisions™, The circamstances
warranting such "special” provisions have been
elther o allay concerns over ensuring equitabile
development or to provide safeguards to preserve
cultural Identities. Federallsm Is nota matter of
choice but compulsion in a huge and diverse
nation such as India.

The Constitution has evolved to reconcile
seemingly competing and even conflicting
Interests of identities in several north-eastern
States, A chief feature of such reconcilistion
wi!hlll thie constitutional scheme has been w

growth estimate at 7% for 2024-25,
G.5% next year, but linked the moderation in
growth from last year o Ille exhaustion cll' |1enl
up demand ace lated during the e
Some of this is visible in car and consumer mn
durable sales, with urban demand stumbling, A
Reserve Bank of India index pegs second quarter
GDP growth at 6.8% - it was 6.7% in the first. ‘l'lu-
favourable monsoon and Improved
© could it the dde In coming u:unlhs. hul
may not be taken for granted yet, Of concern, ho-
wever, Is the IMFs prognosis that global growth
should reach a “mediocre” 3% in five years, un:
derwhelming relative o pre-COVID tremds, with
protectiondst industrial and trade poliches gaining
more traction. India’s economy may hinge more
on domestic momentum but weaker exports and
ivestment flows will not help, The Centre's re-
cent averments on the reform agenda have sig-
malled that most work now needs to be done in
the States, While that is a trulsm, central policy-
muakers also need o work doubly hard 1o lift po-
tential growth: be it to make India a more open
economy by lowering import tariffs and FDI bar-
riers as the World Bank has mooted, as well as
undertake "ambltious’ dmneslh reforms to Im
prove nd
spur pri\.llr investnents, Mwwtw:lhy the IMF

Celebration and vigil

Indlia must not et its guard down
on kalazar

e furore that accompanies an outbreak
T of a disease Is seldom matched by the tri-

umph o e cause of the disease, with
some exceptions, The recent achievement India
Tnas struck with kala-azar, hriuxllu it 1o the brink
of elimination as a I
eliminating bacterial eye |II!\\I|!II| trachoma, sits
saquat In that quarter. India will seek WHO certifi-
cation for eliminating kala-azar, after it brought
down the number of cases to under one in
10,000, for two consecutive years now. It
dered the second deadliest parasitic disease after
malaria in India. As per figures by the Union
Health Ministry, India registered 595 cases and
four deaths in 2023, and 339 cases and one death
%0 far this year, The country must retaln this
achlevement for another year to be eligible for
WHO certification, Epldemiology makes the dif-
ferentiation berween elimination and eradication
of a disease; with elimination, a nation needs to
keep the number of cases under a specified limi,
which means it ceases to be a public health pro-
Bilem, whereas with eradication, no further cases
can oecur, While disease eradication is very chal-
lengiig, and his been achieved only with small
pox, elimination is no cakewalk, Partieularly for
discases that do not have a vaccine. Even modern
armamentaria come up shore while trying for a
vaocine for either kala-azar, or trachoma, making
the public health achievement all the more spe-
clal. Kala<war is spread by the sandily which
passes on the protozoan parasite, Leishmania do-
ovani, and is present in only one of its forms,
visceral letshmaniasls, Trachoma, caused by the
bacteria, Chlamydia trachomaris, is the leading
infectious canse of blindness in the world. India
contributed about 10.5% of the cases of kala-azar
ghobally and in the 19705, trachoma was responsi-
Dile for 5% of all blindness in the country,

Kala-aear and trachoma share other commo-
nalities ~ they are classified under the category
‘neglected tropleal disease’, and are ¢ 1 by
conditions of poverty and inadequate fon;
it was a sustained government-run public health
campalgn that addressed the disease spread, and
its social implications - including iIncome, access
1o nutrition and health services = that Anally
naged to crack elimination, However, sus
edl survelllance, post declaration for tracho-
ina and as India moves towards elimination for
kala-azar, is key. While celebration post such a
wiel lfought public health .
complacence will erode all g
disease remains in the community, below the
WH-recommended radar, Efforts to find beter
cures and vaccines must not be suspended be
cause of present galn lewd, the vigil must be
eternal, of, untll the disease Is eradicated,
cM g
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Ir ! ascheme of power sharing and
representation and guaraneed mtonomy in
governance, The purpose of such reconciliatory
INEAsWres is 1o ensure a sensitivity to the concerns
of group idetities and their respective
socho-political backgrouncds, and allow the Article
ITIFUD presence of such identities o engender
political stability rather than sow discord and

Tragment soclety, It may be of value to revisit
examples of such constitutional pragmatism as
the number of deaths and displaced people is
Increasing each day and any indifference 1o the
Fast deteriorating sitwation will not be in national
Interest.

The aceession of Si o Inclia in 1975 led o
the inclusion of Article These “special
provisbons" included Article 371F(0 which
empower Parliament to protect “the rights and
Interests of different sectbons of the population”,
Additionally, Article 3TIF(g) also provided that the
Governor would have the special responsibility
for a scheme of "equitable arrangement for
ensuring the social and economic advancement
of different sections of the population of
Sikkin...." The broad import of Article 37IF
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Representation of Peoples Act 1951 was amended
to reflect the scheme of Article 3TIF(D and seats
were earmarked for different communities in the

of the accord which required violence to be
abjured and efforts at securing stability in the
reglon. Thee Court ultimately rejected the

Legislathve A bly. This came o o seeking proportional reservatbon
e challenged along with the constiutionaliey of based on “ metieal precision” and relterated
Article TR in KRG Poudyal (1993) before the the scheme commodations and

Supreme Court of India as the increased
representation of the Bhuta-Lepeha community
was alleged 1o be in the weeth of norms of
proportionate reservation. In upholding the
constituationality of Article 3710 and the
dment to the Repre hon of Peoples Act

1981, the Court reasoned that the Increased
representation of the BhutiaLepeha community
was an inheritance of the socio-political history of
\Iletlm which necessitated the framing of Article
an

This was part of a broader discourse which the
Court had concluded as part of a scheme of
“Red Lations aid adj * 1o fcllivite
the co-existence of different tribal identities in
Sikkim, The Court held that “hisworical
t‘timidt.n[hnu .md unllpul.il:nm dn]u.-illfy

adjustments”,

It conchuded that Article 3R2C3) was inserted
to give “greater share™ in governance, as per the
terms of accord, The Court ruled that o
reservation scheme was not violative of the
scheme I Article 33203 and Article 170 as it was a
temporary measure (o ensure an inclusive
scheme of governance in Schedulied
Tribe-inhabited areas. The approval of the
scheme of power sharing to reconcile differences
through the Constitution was found 1o be in order
despite It being a unique measure nod in
“gymmetry” with the Constitution.

Skgnificantly, as was the case with Tripura, the
Sheth Schedule does not apply 1o the State of
Manipur. Instead, Manipur is governed by Article
ii"l{ which |!mv|d|. s for the creation of a Hill Area

the prop af
suus n.'ﬂ:l'\'td for the Bhutia: l:;n.lnmmlnunlly
was Justified 1o protect the identity of the
community and a political process 1o ensurne
political stabsiliy. There was an explicit
recognition of group identithes as the basis of
power sharing and representation in governance.

The case of Tripura and peace

Tripura emerged as an example of peace
brokered through the Constitution at the helght
of the insurgency movement. The Sixth Schedule
of the Constinution provides for the
administration of tribal areas by divolving power
to distriet aned reglonal councils which are
empowered to make laws on various areas such
wion, social customs, alkenatbon of land
wsage of forests, and establishment of village
andd town committees, However, the Sixth
Schedube was not made applicable to Tripura
until 1984, By virtue of the 49th Constitutional
Amendment, the provisions of the Sah Schedule
were made applicable to the tribal inhabited
areas of Tripura. Howeve legislative
autonomy accorded by the Sixth Schedule
devolved markedly greater powers to the district
council to exercise discretion regarding te
application of Union laws to Scheduled Areas.
This was the result of the Tripura Accord signed
in 1988 between the Union Government, the State
government and the Tripura Natlonal Volunteers
militant group which even sought

The accord reserved a third of the
As.sa.mh]y 1o the ‘k]ll-clld-wl

of elected rep
anm surharmx. Curlously, the approval or
concurrence of the Hill Area Coml
regarding matters affecting the governance of
such areas is not necessary, The latest judgment
of the apex court on citizenship upholding
it toff dates for Assa nother
example of accommodation due 1o its
geographical location, Here again, the Court
preferred promotion of fraternity,

Words that Manipur needs to ponder over
Moreover, unlike the Sixth Schedul
establishment of a “District Counc
Is governed under a separate statute, Le., 1
Manipur Hill Areas Autenomeus District Councll
Act, 2000, Under the statute, a “District Counell™
i required to be incorporated a
to the council is based on classification asa
“Seheduled Tribe”, Strangely, unlike the veto
power possessed by the Scheduled Tribes in
States such as Nagakand, Sikkim and Tripura, no
specific provisions exist in the case of Manipur,

In the background of tenslons in Manipur,
concerns over representation, allecation of
resources, and perceived domination of any
community have helghtened anxieties and
exacerbated sockal division,

The Constitution, as a living and
transformative document, has repeatedly evolved
fs capacity to adapt 1o demanding
clreumstances. The words of the Court in R.C.
Pesclyal may shed some light ona brighter future
I.n Manipur: “pluralist societies are the result of

- beyond the propart

their |>(|1lll].lth.1ll in the total |~.1|n|l.n|=m.
Consequently, subvartiche (38) in Article 332 was
Inserted in 1992,

ible movements of history, They cannot

be washed away, The political genius of a people
should be able 1o evolve within the democratic
system, acjustments and solutions™, It is enly a
} I race will have 1o be

envisaged power sharing through rep
and the preservation of culiural autonomy to
achieve the goal of political stability, The

evolved through the Constitution without which
. to solve ssues of diversity would

s e Thee disp e of the that )
I e on | gribal population was challenged in Subrata

is the only Acharjee (2002), In deciding the question, the any

way out | Supreme Court took into account the background | remain illusory.

The shifting sands within global supply chains

Tobsal supply chains are at an inflection
Gpﬂln[. While the COVIDS pandemic

shifted the focus from efficlency (just in
time) to resilience (ust in case), two
developments in September 2024 indicate that
another shift is underway in how supply chains
are envisioned and operationalised — this time
towards security (just to be secure).

Moves by the U.S, and Israel's pager attack
On Seprember 23, the United States Department
of Commerce proposed rules which, ifaccepted
“would prohibit the import or sale of certain
connected vehicle systems designed, developed,
manufactured, or supplied by entities with a
sulfficlent nexus to the PRE or Russla®, The
proposed rubes target both the software and
hardware associated with vehiche connectivity
systems as well as automated driving systems.
While the 100% tariffs on Chinese EVs announced
by the U5, earlier this year stemmed from
competition concerns aimed at reducing thelr
sale in the domestic market, the newly proposed
rutles, which stem from national security
concerns, would effectively ban their sabe in the
L5

The UL, case against Chinese connected car
tech is that both hardware and software
components in cars employing some form of
external communication capabilities can be
potentially misused. The idea is that cars with
connected car tech are essentially mobile
listening posts, and that maliclous actors can use
thelr cameras and sensors for esplonage
purposes. Worse, these cars may even be
disabled or hijacked - especially those level 3 and
above on the Soclety of Automotive Engineers”
levels of driving automation. For security hawks,
haneing over such control toa state with which
ikl may bie i a furare conflict simply carries
overwhe Isks,

I there was any strand of thought moderating
thie hawkish focus on supply chain security, that
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evaporated as the world came to rerms with the
Esraeli supply chain attack, on September 1718,
targeting pagers and walkie-talkies used by
Hezbollah in Lebanon, More than 30 people
Including children were killed while thousands
were injured, The fallout was fe and widke
leaving everyone wondering about the state of
advanced technologles used or embedded in
products scross Industries when even basle
old-fashioned devices could be made o explode,

While the U8, proposed rules and the Israeli
pager attack have reignited and amplified the
supply chain security debate, it arguably began a
Few years ago when the U.S,, Australia, Japan and
ikl effectively banned Huawel and other
“hinese telecom players from partkcipating in the
56 rollout for securlty conslderations. The
maothating fear was that China could install
backdoors in the telecom infrastructure giving it
the capability to surveill or sabotage the same,
Sinoe then, supply chain security concerns have
spread to other tech industries such as
semiconductors,

From efficlency to resilience to security
During the heydays of globalission, especially
From the 1980s (il the 2010s, supply chains were
configured to ensure maxinum effickency; that is,
weaving a complex supply chain for each product
oF service in o way that companents were
procured and assembled a various locations
across the workd based on cost and other
considerations, These “just in time™ supply
chains were o some extent immune from great
power politics, China established liself as a
central supply node in this arrangeme
combination of varkous factors in the late 20108
and early 20203 such as the U.S.-China rivalry
and resultant technology decoupling and the
COVID-E pamchenmie shilfted the focus sway from
“Just In thme™ 10 *ju ase”,

That Is, there was a recognltion in the US.,
Europe, India and elsewhere that supply chains

had become wo dependent on Chinese exports,
Supply chain resilience, as a result, became all
the rage. But, almost simultaneously, security
considerations around Chinese involvement in
tebecom infrastructure also bed to another shift -
from resilience 1o security, This shift has only
solidified in the wake of lsrael's supply chain
attack,

India and supply chain security

How can India ensure that ts uliuply chains are
secure? Extreme measures such as outright
bannding import of a range of tech products and
services would not work. Nelther would fully
subseribing to th “just in case” strategy that
Tocuses on supply chaln resilience,

What can work Is a two-pronged approach
Envolving both “just to be secure” and “just in
case” strateghes. The =just to be secure™ strategy
i e put in motion through “arust but verify”
and “gero trust.” Certain tech products and
services (say those used in communications,

port or critical infl broad!
hefived) can be subjectid vo trust bt verlly
entailing methods such as periodic audits, onsie
Inspections, and establishment of a mechanism
that ensures compliance with national and
International security stanclards, But a more
narrowly defined set of technologies that are
maost eritical (say those used by Indian miliary,
intelligence agencies, or for cutting edge wrch
and development) shoubd be subjected to zero
trust. Assuming by default that all tech producis
and services are compromised and applicable w
Triends and foes alike, zero trust would entall
developing the most :uﬂmmu checks during

a5 well monitoring

and verfication, For all the rest less critical
technologies, the “just in case” strategy Involving
diversification of vendors and friendshoring
would suifice in taking care of larger supply chain
concerns about cascading fallouts due to single
points of vulnerabilities and fallures.

Peace moves perace, Mr. Modi's efferts will | The gowernment's recent the western powers that Blackout Bringing it to a grinding
Pirme Minister Narendra servie no purpase, China is maoves toward China and they are not the enly source | 1L 1s beyand imagination halt. The Blackeut is not an
Modi's efforts to end the not to be trusted as its track | the Maldives, the Prime of support for India, that an entire country — Isolated incident, but part
crisls in West Asia and also record with India is not Minister's discussions with Sharada Sivaram, Cuba — can go without of a much larger problem
bring peace between Russia | clean with respect to border | the Russian President and Hochi, Kerala wlectricity for days together, for Cuba. The crisis marks a
and Ukraine are agreements, and its his meeting with the new low in a nation where

ble stops, But, to the present | Chinese President mark the :m:-wrw istruction In madrasas cannat be | | life has become increasingly
unless the countries border deal is doubtiul. beginning of a new e in \..M”,( “. {Ocbobis 23, 20245, 4 that Adtiche 23 6f the Coriti unbearable for its citizens,
Involved have a M. Visvaswaran, Inelia’s foreign pelicy. But it ar InrEtion, Adtichs 28, R
commitment to restorne Charnal i high time India showed Chennal
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Trump’s toxic politics of misinformation

where deception and
disinformation threaten

democracy, history’s

lessons are more relevant than
ever. As we look to the future, let
us revisit the past and applaud the
Haitians momentous contribution
to fighting colonialism. After the
Revolution of 1791, Haiti became
the first free Black-led republic.
However, it is among the poorest
nathons today, due in large part 1o
France and the U.S. Haiti paid
France a colossal debt for 122
wears o secure its independence.
The U.5. worked to isolate the
independent country by cutting
off aid and putting an embargo on
trade during the early 19th
century. In 1915, the U.S. occupied
Haiti. It beft im 1934, but continued
o control Haiti's public finances
until 1947, Such suppression is a
measured result of global
antagondsm to Black liberation.

This historical context
underscores the misery and the
experiences of marginalised
communities in the LS. In the
19705, when HIV/AIDS affected the
U8, particularly the gay
community, a damaging narrative
Iegan 1o grow that the epidemic
had originated in Haiti. Thus, the
Haitlans were seen as high risk.
This fuelled fear and xenophobia.
Schoolchildren, influenced by
adult conversations, spurmed
Haitian peers. Their ignorance
masked a darker reality: systemic
misinformation and bigotry. For
years, Haitians faced taunts abowt
extreme poverty and mud cake
consumption, perpetuating
emasculating essentialisms,
racism and fear,

False narratives

Haiti has been the main target of
former U.S. President and
Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump's derision. In 2018,
for instance, he referred 1o Hait
and several African nations as
“g*ithole countries” and
questioned the need for more
Haitian immigrants, Mr, Trump
and LD, Vanee, his running mate,
have vogether peddied rumaours

With farm fires declining, Delhi’s pollution woes need other solutions

Farm fires have drastically declined in Punjab, while Harvana and LP have already recorded fewer ine

| DATA POINT

Iitika Francis

n Sunday, Delhi Chief Mi-
0 nister Atishi claimed that

farm fires in Haryana and
Unar Pradesh, both BjP-ruled
States, were responsible for the
alarming levels of air pollution in
the Natbonal Capital Region (NCR).
She claimed that farm fires in AAP-
led Punjab have drastically ne-
duced, while those in Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh have increased. The
BIP has rejected these claims. The
party's Delhi chief, Virendra Sach-
deva, accused the AAP govern:
ment of being unresponsive to the
pollution issue.

While the blame game has be-
gun, the pollution levels in NCR
are peaking again, reaching two to
three times the permissible limit.
Chart 1 shows the 24-hour average
M 2.5 pollution levels - in micro-
grams per cubic metre of air (ug/
m") - in Anand Vihar (Delhi), See-
tor 125 (Noida) and Sector 51 (Gu-
rugram) this year from January 1 1o
October 22, According to the Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Stan.
dards, an average daily PM 2.5 le-
vel between O and 60 pg/m’ is
considered ‘satisfactory”,

On October 22, Anand Vihar's
average PM 25 level was 208
pg/m’, more than three times the
limit, Both in the Noida and Guru-
gram stations, pollution levels
were more than the permissible bi-
it on most days this month.

While pollution in Delhi-NCR
has undoubtedly increased, inci-
dents of stubble buming, a pheno-
menon primarily auributed 10
causing pollution in the capital,
have been on a drastic decline.
Chart 2 shows the State-wise num-
ber of paddy residue burning
events over the years.

All three States mentioned by
Ms. Atishi have shown fewer pad-
dy residue burning events over the
past eight years. The farm fires in
U slightly peaked this year com-
pared to last year. Punjab un-

-
K -
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The danger of
Donald Trump's
leadership lies
in his
willingness 1o
explodt and
ilate
information 1o
achicve his

| goals.

about Haitians in Springfield,
Ohio, stoking fear. Mr. Vance's
False claims of pet abductions and
consumption are particularly
odious, targeting legal Haitian
immigrants. Mr. Trump too

marginalised people through the
abuse of executive power could
become a reality.

Fighting back
Organisations such as the

resorted to abominable American Civil Liberties Union are
stereotypes, declaring, “In already up in arms. Fortunately,
Springfield, they re eating the MOvements emerge (o reassert
dogs, they're eating the cats, equality, justice, and freedom. The
they're eating the pets of the American Civil War, the Civil
people that live there” This Rights Movement, and other
infamous statement has now been | struggles demonstrate how
immeortalised in music history, institutions can be transformed o
transmuted into a stinging rebuke uphold democratic values. The

of political chicanery that exposes

resilience behind such movements

the dark tactics of political inspires hope, reminding us that
manipulation. history is not just a record of the
In the U.S., every five years, a ast but a guiding light for shaping

wave of unfounded, racially

our collective future, Fostering

charged, and xenophobic inclusive policies and amplifying
accusations resurface, aiming to marginalised voices becomes vital
marginalise and stigmatise the in upholding human values.
Haitian population. They Speaking truth to power remains
undermine any progress made the ever-abiding credo of the

towards soctal cohesion. I is
crucial to be aware of the threat
Mr. Trump's leadership : his

minorities to fortily the fight for
upholding democratic institutions
d strive for a maore just and

CULFAEEoUs comments on migrants | equitable seciety in a land of their
have damaged the nation's moral choice. This would be possible
Fabric; yet people believe the only through the promotion of
implausible, or at least lend eritical thinking, media literacy,
credence to it and informed citizenship.

As we move forward, it is
Disturbing trend fundamental to reject such
The false claims of these two hate-filled tactics and promote
leaders have gained traction, inclusivity, respect, and truth. The
despite being baseless and democratic institutions that a

harmful. Their lies have propelled
their ratings. This is a disturbing
trend where politicians not only

nation inkerits from its founding
fathers serve as a lasting
scaffolding of human values, but it

lie and wrap themselves in is vital that we preserve and
outrageous conspiracy theories reinforce them.
and also get praised for it. Repeat Meanwhile, the Haitian
the outlandish lie many imestillit | immigrants in Springfield seek a
becomes a part of the vernacular better lfe, driven by a desire w0
and people begin to fall prey to enjoy the fundamental rights of
the discursive strategies of the legally settled citizens, Their story
extreme right. is one of resilience and hope, not
The danger of Mr. Trump's sedition or machinations,
leadership lies in his willingness 1o | H , they face an Lt
exploft and manipulate history of discriminatory policies.
information to achieve his goals, Public institutions are filing and
His claims of election frawd and chipping away at the fundamental

attempts (o undermine the
democratic process reflect on the
type of presidency the US, will
have if he is elected. His threat of
denying representation and
federal resources to millions of

principles of democracy. The
world remains a witness to the
spread of undemocratic
ideologies, lueled by narratives
that distort reality and manipulae
public epinion,

Delhi’s challenges in school education

Absenteeism, discriminatory policies, and poor infrastructure are major issues

STATE OF PLAY

Maitri echa
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n 2015, before the Delhi

Assembly elections, the

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
promised o revolutionise
school education if it came 1o
power. Since then, the AAP go-
vernment has increased its al-
location for education to near-
Iy 25% of the Budget. It has
sent teachers and principals
for training programmes at
the University of Cambridge,
UK. the National Institute of
Education, Singapore; and IIM
Ahmedabad, 1t has decentral-
lised funds for school manage-
ment  committees,  vested
more powers in the hands of
community to spend; intro-
duced the "happiness currici
Turm'; and proposed guidelines
to prevent private schools
from increasing their fees. On
the face of it, these look like
great reforms. However, the
newly appolnted Chiel Minis-
ter, Atishi Marlena, who han-
dles the Education portfolio,
is staring at several challenges.

The first and most imme-
diate challenge is to curb ab-
senteeism and encourage chil-
dren 1o atend school. In
202223, 17.85 lakh students
were enrolled across the 1,070
government schools in Delhd.
Of them, 6,67 lakh students
inearly 33%) were absent for
seven consecutive days or 20
out of 30 working days bet-
ween April 2023 1o February
22, 2024. This is slightly high-
er than the national average of
28% (annual Status of Educa-
tion Report, 2019),

In a much-criticised move
this June, the Delhi govern:
ment asked all government
sehools W ensure that Class 9
students who have failed
twice are counselled and re-
quested 1o register with the

its over the last few vears

National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS). Just 6,200
of the 17000 government
school students who failed
Class 9 for the second time in
202324 enrolled with NIOS;
the rest slipped through the
cracks,

The government’s rationale
for its decision is to open new
avenues for non-formal educa-
tion for dropouts, However, as
Delhi-based advocate, Ashok
Agarwal, who has been fight-
ing for fair implementation of
the Right to Education, said,
“It ensures that the Delhi go-
vernment has a high pass rate
o show as a measure of ‘sue-
cess'” The students of Delhi
secured an overall pass per-
centage of 94.35% in 202324,
which surpassed the national
average of 93.60%. “We have
agitated multiple times in
front of the Chiel Minister's re:
sidence so that they withdraw
this policy,” he added.

The government also decid-
wd o segregate children ac
cording o their learning abili-
tes into two groups: Pratibha
{loosely translated as imelli-
ment) and Nishtha (steadfast).
A parents’ forum moved the
Delhi High Court against the
government for this move,
The government believes that
dividing students according to
their  performance  levels
would allow it to identify
those at risk of academic fai-
Ture, But such divisions, as a
senor NCERT official wld The
Hindu, is “discriminatory and

@he:

can negatively impact the mo-
tivation of students.” It also
raises questions about equall-

ty and dignity.
As far as infrastructure is
concerned, Bovernment

schools in the North East Dis-
trict, the poorest in terms of
development indicators such
as health and education, are a
stark departure from the mo-
del schools that the govern-
ment often portrays in adver-
tisements. The problem of
overcrowding is so acute that
students are asked to anend
school for only two hours on
any given day or are called on
alternative days so that multi-
ple batches of students can be
accommodated.  The  Delhi
High Court has asked the go-
vernment to address issues of
lack of space and overcrowd-
ing, which were forcing stu-
dents to spill imo libraries,
labs, staff rooms, and the prin-
cipal's office to attend classes,

The government’s decision
1o regulate fees of unaided
private schools which were al-
lotted land by government
agencies also suffered a blow
when the Delhd High Court
stayed a government circular
mandating certain schools to
seek prior permission before
raising fees. Mr. Agarwal said,
“Unless Delhi brings in a law
or regulation to check the un-
aided private school fee struc-
ture, lvtle will change.”

For lasting changes in the
school education system, the
AAP will have o focus on
bridging the gap between the
brightest students and those
who fail in Class 9; the latter
cannot be ignored or left be-
hind, It must focus on infras-
tructure issues and address
the problem of overcrowding
in schools in the North East
District. Most importantly, it
must pay attention 1o the
poorest of the poor in Delhi
and ensure that every child at-
tends school,

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 24, 1974

doubtedly recorded the most dras-
tic decline of the three. This can be
attributed to a host of measures,
such as stringent fines and cases
filed against offenders, the use of
different varleties of paddy, and
various methods of stubble man-
agement. However, the State still
hosts the highest number of such
incidents (1,581 farm fires in 2024),
which is higher than the number
of incidents in Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh put together,

Chart 3 shows the top 15 dis-
tricts (in the three States men-
tioned) which recorded the high-
est number of paddy residue
burning events in the 20062019
period. It also shows to what ex-
tent the events have reduced in the
2021-2024 period, Al the districts
have recorded sharp reductions in
farm fires, except Amritsar, which
has seen only a 5% drop between
the two periods. Tam Taran,
where most farm fires were re-
corded in 2006-2009, recorded a
45% decline in 2021-2024.

The frct that stubble burning is
not a major cause of pollution in
recent years in the NCR was also
peinted out by the dashboard
muaintained by the Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology, Pune.
The dashboard named “decision
support system for air quality
management in Delhi’ shows that
the contribution of stubble burn-
ing to the PM2.5 pollution levels in
Delhi has on most days remained
below the 1% mark this October,

Chart 4 shows the daily mean
contribution from stubble burning
1o the PM2.5 mass concentration
i Delhi fon days with data in the
October 822 period). The share
did not cross the 1% mark for 10 of
these 13 days with daa and
reached a peak of 8% on October
22, Essentially, even at its peak,
stubble burning contributes less
than 10% to Delhi's air quality de-
teriorathon,

With peak winuer fast approach-
ing, the air quality in NCR is bound
1o worsen further. This time, caus-
s beyond stubble burning should
be addressed in more detail,

. ]

Not a burning issue

The data were sourced from the Central Pollution Control Board, the Minkstry of Earth Sciences, the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, and Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune

Chart 1; The 24-hour average PM2.5 podlution levels in
Dwelhi, Noida, and Gurugram this year fram January 1 to
October 22

Table 3; The top 15 districts which recorded the most paddy
esidue-burnang events in the 2006-2000 period and the extent
1o which these events reduced in the 2021-2024 period
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Chart 4: The daily mean contribution in % from stubble
BUFIng to the PH2.5 Mass concentration in Delhi

Evenat its peak,
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Malayalam records transfer
to Kerala ruled out

Trichur, Oct. 23: 0ld manuscripts and historical
records in Malayalam kept in the libraries of
Tamil Nadu are valuable treasures and there is
no question of iransfering them to Kerala, said
Mr. V.R. Nedunchezan, Education Minister of
Tamiil Nadis, here to-day. He was answering
pressmen whether his government was
considering the Kerala government's request for
transfer of the records which formed part of
collections when Malabar was part of erstwhile
Madras State,

Mr. Nedunchezian, however, said that the
Tamil Nadu Government would be happy 1o
allow taking of copies of these works if Kerala
was interested,

The Tamil Nadu Minister who is on a visit o
places of cultural imponance in Kerala like
Kodungallur, Guruvayur and Kalady said that
the Tamil Nadu Government would consider
how it could help in the development of
Kodungallur, the abode of Kannaki and the
birthplace of llango Adigal, the author of

83.2 Silappathikaram. He said that correspondence

TL1 was still going on between the Chief Ministers of

787 Tamil Nadw and Kerala on the preservation of
T4 the Mangala Devi temple inside Kerala on the

55 Tamil Nadw border which is also believed to be a
Kannaki temple, Tamil Nadu would be prepared

to help in the development of this place as a
2 tourist place if Kerala was willing. He, however,
96.6 agreed that there was difference of opinion
.5 among historians about this claim over this
164 temple and said that Kodungallur might be the
588 original Kannaki wemple where the idol brought
698 by Cheran Chenguttavan was installed.
T
51.9

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOEER 24, 1924

Cotton growing in Ceylon

The Report of the Council of the Empire Cotton
Growing Corporation, which was submitted at
the annual meeting to-day, states that the
Governor of Ceylon asked the Corporation to
arrange for an expert to visit Ceylon, w report
on the Cotton experiments which were being
carried out by the Depantment of Agriculiure
and the possibilities of future production ona
commercial scale. It is hoped that it may be
possible to arrange with the Government of
India to send an officer for this purpose.
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Geoengineering idea: diamonds in the sky, cooling the Earth

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 23

SPRAYING MILLIONS of tonnes of diamond
dust in the upper atmosphere could be an ef-
mw Wy uh uullng :Immlhc Earth and

anew

uudy Iumnnltulr:l
It sounels like an absure idea, but it has
been put forward earlier, too, Several other

Such solutions, called 'geoeng)
or more specifically. ml.lrr.uha:umnhm.m-
ment [SRM], have been studied for several
years now, although no attempt has ever
been made to put them into practice. With
this same intention, the installation of space-
hased mirrors has also been assessed,

Hotter and hutter

forachieving thistar-
the world to cut emissions by

Both SEM and COR are seen as having the
potential tooffer quick fixes toeither reduce

v by Eace massive chal-

p«lml\l.\lpnumawww uuulww :m‘-
nologies, but the challenge:

Ir.m -m by zuau(mm thc 2019 Jevels, All - emissbons or lower temperatures, but nei-

inthis regard m”,pnun- ! be viable yet, Mimicking volcanoes
m.lumm.llkcly to result in a reduction CESh i ice, thaugh, ambitiou: | all
of just 2% by 2030, Carbondioxice ermitted & Teserm of i

As such, sclentists have been looking for
gl b rPrb i

dramatic results within a short

Measures bo slow ar halt global

h.m-hn'n extremely In.ulc:uutc Nut unt;r

time, Ifthey arecnly tem-
[:IUI‘.II)‘ Th:swwlwrc u.wcngl

materials, inclucling 1s of sulphar,
cabcium, aluminium, and silicon, have been
suigestid previously for this same jol, The
exsential idea s to scatter material that can
reflect solar radkation back o space — and
not allow it to reach Earth — therely cooling
down the |:I.1nc|

hie new stuy,
r.-vuplry.dml Research Letrers earlier this
month, diamonds can be more effective in
dolng this job compared to any other mate-
rial considered previously, (Microphysical
Interactions Determine the Effectiveness of
Solar  Radiation  Modification  via
ratospheric Solid Particle Injmmn 5
Vattioni, 5 K Kislin,

hawe global te | torise,
even the mlstlunsulwhuuw gases, the
main reassn for the warming, have not been
curbed Scientists estimate that even if global
emissions were to magically drop to zero
suddenly, it would still be several decades
before temperatures stabilise and begin to
come down,

Global ternperatures are already about
1.2 degrees Celsius higher than pre-indus-
trial times [ 18501900 pertod | and 2023 was
as much as 1.45 degrees Celsius warmer.
Thene Im:u\wthml theworkd can keep this
rise to under 1.5 degrees Celsius, which was
one of the targets ment Iunr:l In the I’.\rl,

I theary, th
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MCDONALD'S-LINKED OUTBREAKIN
UNITED STATES: WHATISE.COLI?

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 23

UN]‘

'IﬁON h.n died and 10 h.m- bccn

pitals across Incia, where the surveillance
s carried out,

The Foad Safety and Stanclards Autho-
rity of IndiaFSSAI is working on creating
anetwork of 34 microbiology labs across

LIS due o,

IIun.ﬂumInuMmmm

While the source of the infection s ot
yet, the fast food glant has stopped

serving quarter pound patties and sliv-

ered onions in several states. Both ingre-

dients are primarily used in the burger.

Has the outhreak been reported
outside the US too?

No. The outbreak is restricted to 10
states in the United States,

However, Ecoll, which causes gastroin-
testinal symptoms, is not uncommeon in
India, It spreads through contaminated
Tood and water. “We usually see cases dur-
Ing the summer and rainy seasons, when
there is an increase in gastrowntestinal in-
fiections in general,” sald Dr Atul Gogia,
senior consultant of internal medicine at
Sir Ganga Ram hospital, New Delhi.

D Suganjit Chatterjee, senios consult-
ant of imternal medicine at Indraprastha
Apallo Hospital, New Delhl, said: “Among
gastrointestinal and urinary tract infoc-
tlons, E.colf 15 one of the mast commaon
pathagens.”

How common are E.colf infections?

Mare than 500 outbreaks of diar-
rhoeal diseases were reported across
Inchia in 2023, according to the National
Centre for Disease Control

FE.colf is the most commaon bacteria
Isolated from patient samples, acoording
to the latest report of ICMRs Anti-

microbial Surveillance Network. The
pathagen was found in 23.15% of all types

lﬂwluwmlmhﬁlmﬁmﬁ.rummlm
s, Tests for microbial

tHon were missing from most state food
salety liboratories in the country.

What are the infection's symptoms?

“The maost common sympeoms of Eali
infection include fever of maore than 102
degroe F,persistent diarrhoea, bloody di-
arthoea,and vomidting The main problem,
hewvever, is detycration due tothe inabil -
Ity o the patient to retain water and flulds.

In very few cases, people may get
acute kidney mjury.

How is it treated?

E.coliisa bacterial infection o which
antibdotics are preseribed, Doctors em-
phasise that medicines should not be
taken without consultation.

Inchiscriminate use of antibiotics keads
to antimicrobial resistance and further
difficulty in treating commn infections.
Forexample, Ecoli's susceptibility to even
strong antiboties, such as carbapenenm,
has been on the decline, reducing from
BLA% I 2017 to62.7% In 2023 toone type.
ol medicine in this category.

When should you go to a doctor?
\'uu mml go toa :Iu:lm-:Fyuu ll.l\‘l.‘

Geoengineering
1 refers toany large-scal
.llll‘mpl o alter the Earth's natural climate
system to counter the adverse effects of
global warming
Solar radiation management (SEM), in
which certain materials are proposed to be
deployed in space to reflect the rays of the
Sun and prevent llmmlmm reaching Earth,

EXPLAINED

generating plants ks muglu tobe nmulou'

at source, and deposited deep below the

Earthv's surface in sultable geo-

legieal fermations lor long-

term storage, Since carbon

dlmr.km:kwlo.\ml:n:lw.u-
there is a red

Itis inspired by volcanic mlplluns_ in
which large amounts of sulphur dioxide
combines with water vapour to form sul-
phate particles that reflect sunlight back to
space, The massive eruptions from Mt
Hmlumlmluc I’I\Illpplncnn 1991 are sup-
he Earth's tem-

I averall emissions.
Some salutions involve the use of ‘cap-
tuml'ulbon.\aan Input ﬂn'ulwrlnthurlal

per.l ummui:lmesmwummr

an:lums Also,manip-
ul.\:nmn.mu.\lpm esseson.alarge scale can
have unintended and unforeseen conse-
quences, including disnepting global and re-
glomal weather patterns and rainfall distri-
bution, Altering natural sunlight can impact
agriculture, vegetation, and blodiversity.

A sludw researchers from Oxford
University and Imperial College London List
year showed that while it might be techni-
cally possible to deploy CCS technologles, it
may not be feasible or practical to rely on
:Iwm to mhww‘lnn.wnh,lmlwk

¥ .,.umuum
ey il .w_

v
eral n\.\ml.umluIu:lmmbhur:hml:lr cal-

il

| that emission path-
\M.vy: Ih.u mlmllhc mﬂdmpu: up quﬂ

It capture billio

il d the carbon dummﬂ»m.\tc aml w:lmm:lﬂml:lc hy!tﬁtlcuukl cost at Ic.m S]tl:rllllun more

utiised andth 1 uch ke abon, oo, The — thar the p 15 bil-

bon capeure, utilisation and storage, or COUS |, new study ] dsand  lon have tobe 'I!csl:lﬁ mmh

There are also direct air capture (DAC)  found ciamond tobe the most effective. Butto  safe underground sites for storing such huge
methads that seek touse large ‘artificlal rees’  achleve ure reductionof 16 degrees {002 may not be avadlable.

to suck carbon dioside from ambient airand — Celsius, about 5 million tonnes of diamend That said, (Bup:unlsmcmnsl:km!.\l-

I1 one ullu\m g options
1. The o

rcmm-.ll{ le] lu‘!lllultutlch whx‘il i Iu:lrt

:!lm‘l it to storage urmlllls.},iun sites, Since
o dicadic L

various carbon capture and seq
{CCS) methods.

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI. OCTOBER 23

ANINE-JUDGE Bench of the Supreme Court
held ina 1 ruling on Wednesday that states
have the power teo tax not just alooholic bev-
erages, but also industrial alcohol,
Exciue duty levied on 'drinking m:hulw

the years the

clustwaould need to be sprayed inthe upper at-
mosphere cvery year,

Chall

benefits are larger I 05, Someex-

concerns

P LAw |

Taxing industrial alcohol

Canindustrial alcohol be included under the definition of ‘intoxicating liquor'? What happens when the
Union and State Lists contain ‘overlapping' entries? Here's why SC held that states can tax industrial alcohol

THE CASE AND THE BACK STORY

a key compaonent of the revenue
Iy most states — and the top court's ruling
will add to their coffers,

The key interpretathve question before the
court was whether “intoxicating liquoe™ can
bedefined toalso include“industrial aloohol”.

Elght jusdges — nuﬂ]uultcullndlmml]
Dy Ch

drachud, and Justices
Roy, Abhay 5 Oka, | B Pardiwala, Manoj
Misra, Lijjal Bhwyan, Satish Chandra Sharma,
and Augustine George Masih — ruled in
Favour of the states,
Justice BV Nagarathna in her dissenting
opinion hebd that the power to regulate in-
dustrial alootol should be with the Centre.

‘Overlapping’ entries

The core of the dispute arises from two
“uvcrl.\rplnu entries in the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution, which lays
dlenwn the division of Liwmaldng powers be-
tween the Centre and the states,

Entry 8 of List Il {State List) gives states

days; you have to visit the tollet rmy h.ﬂl
hour to an hour; you have bloody diar-
rhoea: youvomit frequently; and are un-

able to retain any water and flulds,
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the power toregulate " the procduction, man-
ufacture, possession, transport, purchase and
sale of intoxicating Bouors”, while Entry 52 of
List | {Unicn List)allows the Centre to regu-
late industries as a whole to the extent “de-
clared by Parlament by law to be expedient
In public interest".

As aleohol and other products of fermen-
tation industries that deal with non-potable
{non=drinkable) alcohol are included in the
Industries { Development and Regulation)
Act, 1961 — alaw passe d by Parllament — the
Centre argued that it "occupled the field”
when it comes to industrial alcohol, and that
states coubd not wuulatctlmuh,lm

States, on the other hand,

W The tax levied on alcohol 15 a key com-
ponent of a state’s revenue, with state gov-
ernments aften adding an additional exclse
duty on aleshol consumption to further drve
upincomes. Forexample, in 2023, Kamnataka
raised the Additional Exclse Duty [AED) on
Inscllan Mache Liguor | IML) by 20%,

W addition tothe impact on the ability
of states to generate revenue from alcohed,
the wrdl:l .\Im|:|uln:|cnI.mlyuntcnm'-

1989: 5C Chemicals L. wentin
v State of Urtar Pradesh held that states
only have the power to regulate 2007: 5C referred case to a larger
"hmlmh;llquu" ‘meant for kncti luﬁwaldne if the Synthetics &
dthatonly  Ch e
the G o t
alcohol” after munderthe I
Bench in Ch. Tika Ranyfi v State of Uttar
sz::‘ m-m:;m feeof 15 )
] alicence
jse litre on denatured alcohol 2010: 5-juddye Beneh referned case to 4
il o 9-judge Bench.
2004: Allahabad HCstruck down the  2024: 9-judge Bench led by CJI
state’s notification, relying onthe SCs - Chandrachud heard the case over six
1989 decision. The UP government days and reserved judgment in April.

itinto I:ulllatnal.\kwml This nmm Ihe al-
Taar nd sig-
ndfleantly lowers its price.
Industries use this impure alcohaol to
manufacture a range of products including
ph. \cals, perfi ! .ml'i

here e
s for the world 1o 2 nhnrw the 1.5-degree or
2-&'um‘ trlalumm:a that do not mqulrc

5 and COR

The judgment rationalised this by find-
ing that the word “intoxication” can alsore-
fer to polsoning and not just inebriation, in-
:Iir.ulng that the purpose of the expression

“seems to be |to] enhance the scope of the
Entry to cover liquor which has an impact
on health”,

Justice Nagarathna on the other hand,
Found that the deciding factor must be the
“nature of the product” consumed, "Merely
because there can be a potential misuse of
“inclustrial alcohol”, for example, by convert-
ing rectified spint (“industrial alcohol ") as a
beverage which has an intoxicating effect,
Entry 8 - Listll cannot be stretched to include
such “industrial alcobol”,” the dissent noted,

The *federal balance'

Two interpretations are possible when
twor entries in the Seventh Schedule are
‘overlapping’: elther states can be given the
power to regulate intoxleating liguer, or
I'.ull.\mcnh.m Im.ﬂluwul totake cumplur

ligquor industry by
passing a law under Entry 52 of List ],

To address this, the majority held that
“When there are two possible interpretations
af the entries, the Court must choose the one

that the federal balance”,

cheaning lguids,
However, this same :n:lusln.ﬂ urdm\-
4 alcohol ks

The |u|:uu then held that intoxieating
II:|uurluu.1 “'.H‘ whnh nuwlmlmlcs

ales

Heit ligueor, cheap

al for
= falls within the exclu-

state relations
Industries. Wednesday's judgment aﬂ]rnw
the power of states to pass Liws on subjects
I the State List, evenin the face of the wide

whose lon poses severe risks, in-
cluding blindress and death,

‘Intoxicating liquor'

powers granted tothe Centre ling the
control of Industries’ as a whobe,

0 The ruling also set aside the 5Cs 1990
Judgment in Synthetics & Chemicals Ld, v
Starte af Uttar Pradesh, which held that “into-
Icating liquor” refers un{y to patable .}Imlm!

and, therefore,

CJi Chandrachud held that entries in the
Seventh Schedule must be given a "wide
meaning”, and be deemed to inchsde "mel-
dental” and “ancillary” matters related to the
entry in question,

He :hm.\plpbctlllusrulrlmlw expression

aleohaol. {See bax)
Industrial aleohol

dustrial aleohol can be misused o pmdurc
consumabbe alcohol ilegally, which required
therm to enact beglslation,

Upshot of SC decision

1 alcohol ks fally impare
.ﬂmhul that is used as an industrial solvent,
Mixingchemicals such as benzene, pyridine,
gasoline, ete, in ethanol, which is produced
by fermenting grains, fruit, molasses, etc, —
a process that is called 'denaturation’ = turns

under Entry B of List [,
haolding that I|ll‘ "Entry seeks to regulate
cvrry!]uru:lmmlhc stage of the raw m.ucli-
alsto the

The majority opinion, authored by lhc
CJI, held that “_even liguor which collogui-
ally or tracitionally ts not considered as aloo-
halic liquor may be covered by the phrase
‘Intesicating liquor’ i it produces the effect
of intoxication”.

sive control uFuatn It held that the Centre
cannot regulate matters concerning intoxi-
cating liquor under Entry 52 as this would
result in "rendering Entry 8 fully redundant”,

Wihile justioe Nagarathna agreed that the
Centre and Parliament could not enact Laws
o regulate “intoxicating liguor®, she dis-
agreed on what can be included under this
tag While the majority opinion held that “in-
ebeating liguor” inchades incustrial or dena-
tured aloohol, Justioe Nagarathna came to the
oppasite conclusion,

The dissent reasoned that so long as
*Mleohol” and Fermentation Industries” re-
main as industries where the Centre can ex-
ercise complete control under the Industries
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1961,
“state legiskatures are denu ded of thelr pow-
ers to passa legislation or to take any action”
relating to them.

The UN force in Lebanon, its mandate and role, and Israel’s aggression

year, lsrael had called for Guterres' resigna- — di d after Sardar iPatel  have G2 of the 128 democratically elected

thon. Respect for the office of the Secretary  in Kawkaba village In Lebanon, seats In Lebanon's parliament, Many aver-

‘General ks part of the UN Charter, In acldition, INDBATT has helped local Leby p y (]
Israel has also dly attacked the ities with IT diesel isthi s de facto dedt

United Nations Reliel and Works Agency
for Pabestine Refugees in the Near East [UN-
EAMAY all it has links with antilsrae]
militant organisations, and called for it to
I:e disbanded. UNRWA has rejected these

Maore than 220 LINRWA offi-
cals have been illed in Gazaower the past
year — the highest death toll in the history
of the UM,

Are Indian troops part of UNIFIL?
India ks one of the largest

generators, ete. India's medical mission, a
component of the Indian battalion, has al-
watys been highly sought after in the region.

h'ulalkysl.lNImmm dumlll_hb

foree, Hmr.tr;;;.n.;;tﬂa:‘all to say that
thalsk i N helicated
their responsibilities,
Whenl.lml.ehlnmmlnlnd
the IDF?

insouthern Lebanon,
Israel to go after Hezbollah,

T bilarne UNIFIL woulkd not be fair, The
mandmu(U pca‘clmplng mlsslun: Is

Thls is not an Israel-Lebanon war, This
is Israel's aggression in Lebanan, and
I.channn s In self-defence made, repeat-

ddenm A:pﬂUNSC Iimlutlun 1TDI It Is

of troops to UNIFIL, alongside Indonesia,
Italy, and Ghana. As of October 20, 2024,
Inelia had 903 personnel in UNIFIL, after
Indonesia’s 1,230 and ltaly's 1,043,

India has had a presence in LINIFIL since
1998, INDBATT, the Indian battalion, is

kerm-long “Tine of withdrawalset by the UNin -+ by the Lebanese armed forces, UNIFIL's
20000 atang Lebanon's southern border, strength was augmented to 15,000 uni-
formed personnel, and it was sssigned du-
EXPERT Why are UN peacekeepers in Lebanon?  ties to assist the Lebanese forees in moni-
Expul UNIFILwas created by the UNin response  toring and supervisory roles, along with
tolsracds imvasion of southemn Lehanon brael — providing humanitarian afel.
< Thad said it was acting to cxpel armed Pales-
SANJIV ARORA inan e g from Let Are Iseael's actions against
E According to UN Security Council  international law?
: Resolutions 425 and 426, adopted in March cks on LIN L incon
1978, UNIFIL was established toconfirmthe  travention orlm«natwnal law, However,
ONOCTORER 20, the UN farce fn Leb helranwal of lsracl| y despite ¢ ian, lsrael's I'rlme
in nammmtmrwf Dqlimsc me l.cbannn.m P vandto  Minister Benj not
(1O b Lel in restor backed down, and instead asked UNIFILm
mumn nnmmmmm and poﬂnwmr it:mmml m:mmﬂlymrthe rculun “move out of harm's way”, In a way, he is
Jemee afa UN posttion in Marwahin® vs a bor- king th
Thenited Nations fterim Force in Leba- — der with Israel, b iteof repeated — bilities given to them by the UN Se{utlty
non (UNIFIL) “reminded the IDF and all ac- — conflicts between the 1DF and Hezbollah, Council. This is a violation of the sanctity
tows af their obiigations i ensure the safety  Israel vacated its scoupation of southern — and the mandate of the LN,
el security of UN persannel and property  Lebanon in 2000, but a fresh conflict broke uu pm:elmpm Iwcwmtundﬂal-
] of LN o out in July 2006, On August 11 thatyear the  tackin fthe
it all times", UNSC unanimously adopted Resolution  but these were by non- ulalc mora Many
It atiel thicit biraachiding a LN position and 1700, whileh eallied for srael and Leb of lsrael's actbons &

g N assets i o “Yiagrantviolationof — support a permanent ceasefire, and signif-  stature, and obligations of a UN membcr
International lew and [UN] Security Councll  icantly expanded UNIFIL's mandate, state, Earler this month, the lsrael govern-
resofution 1701", The resolution stated that there would  ment declared UN Secretary General

Tsrael has demanded that UNIFIL should — be no ammunition and armaments In Antdnlo Guierres persona non grata and
vacaite it pasitions along the Blue Linea 120-  southern Leb, rarred him fro 5 Y. Last

d fior its utmost professionalism,
valour, and kocal outreach, In 1966, INDBATT
buile a public park in Ebel el Sagl in south-
ern Lebanon, which has a statue of Gandhi,
and is called Mahatrma Gandhi Park, It was
renovated in 20200 INDBATT also built a sta-

tmlorllul area, with assi from the

ly 1 for a ceasefire.

k's:lnnal Innwnlhlmmlimry

troubbesitis

UNIFIL. Assistance does not mean that

[amg,lw.-at mmammm
erunch, It does net have a lange budget, and
its technology ancl armaments are meagre

UNIFILwiIIuIm armed action.
A FLINI
torender i which it

d with the far more powerful and

of Israel | hostilities, LINIFIL has made it clear
that it will not vacate its positions,

fh:cl'tcd and mllﬁl-:lili;enmnal It I;alw a
political and cultural force with significa
pul:lklcglllmaq Hezballah any Ilsalllcs

Sanﬂv.ﬂmmisojhnﬂcrﬂnﬂwyn,rthc
MEA, He was India’s Ambassador
Lrbnnnnj}mnmﬁmmlsr.nndmmw
i 2012 to 2016, He was head of UIN-
division at the MEA from -
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Learning & nation-building

The 75th Constitution Day, on November 26, is a moment to reimagine our universities,
The focus needs to be on education and research relating to Constitution's ideals and aspirations

C. Ra KUMAR

THE CONSTITUTION OF India was adopted
on November 26, 1349, While the vision
and imagination of the framers of the
Constibution was far-sighted, the reality of
India at that moment was \mrydlﬂcmnr At
Ind dence, India's was
around 370 million, and women, on aver-
age, had six children, The age structure was
very young, and over 80 per cent of the
population was illiterate,

India had barely 20 universities and ap-
proximately 500 affiliated colleges in 1947,
Student enrolment was around 2.5 lakh,
and faculty members across all universities
and colleges were about 20,000, Higher ed-
ucation was an absolute privilege, available
only to the elite. Today, India has over 40
million students enrolled in higher educa-
tion institutions and more than 1.5 million
faculty members.

India has the largest popu]atlon in the

as people, This consciousness will have a di-
rectand ive hearing on pi i

progressive nation-building ideas while
shielding us from the consequences of sec-
tanan pﬁrspecnws The framers of our

wnrld|

Forty-seven p

low the age of 25. Two-thinds have been bam
after liberalisation. In this stage of India’s de-
mographic transition, universities ane influen-
tial institutions that maust contribute to the
transformation of society, & single-minded
fivcus on subjects and courses comiprising sci-
ence, technology, engineering, mathematics
(STEM) and medicine cannot procuce the de-
sired transformation in the value system of
our saciety, Education must not be limited
to linking all learning only to job opportuni-
ties and instrumentally applying knowledge
fior monetary gains without appreciating its
intrinsic value in shaping the kind of citizens
that our republic requires, Schools and uni-
versities must provide substantial knowl-
edge about the Constitution in all Indian lan-
guages, Achieving this goal must be a top
policy priority.

India commemarates the 75th anniver-
sary of the adoption of its Constituti

cious of the imper-
atlw: of creating a collective consciousness
of the people of India. They did that by pro-
viding flexibility and freedom to pursue a
pluralistic idea of nation-building.

Two, the Constipution as a framework
fior identity creation. The Constitution has
helped us to create, nurture and
Indian identity. Many of its provisions fo-
tuson protecting rights and freedoms and
illustrating their inherent purpose for es-
tablishing a nation, The pluralistic identity
of the people of India is reflected in the val-
ues that the Constitution, espe-

cially its Preamble. In an influential article
titled ‘The rise of state-nations', Alfred
Srepan, Juan | Ling, and Yogendra Yadav ob-
served, ... 'State-nation’ policies involve
creating a sense of belonging {or ‘we-feel-
ing’) with respect to the statewide political
:nmmumly while simultaneously creating

wear, Dur higher education ecosystem, com-

rds fir respecting and
pmmng pelmcally saJlmt socio cultural

prising more than 1,100 and
nearly 50,000 colleges, must prioritise the
study of the Constitution. The Viksit Bharat
Visbon fior 2047 should focus on educating
young India to appreciate the values inher-
ent in the Constitution and why the docu-
ment is the lodestar for development and
social transformation,

I can adduce five compelling reasons
why our universities should educate their
students about the Constitution's history,
philosophy, and evolution and its impor-
taJI:L‘ in mcugnmng and enforcing people's

feeling' may take the
form of duhnmg a tradition, history, and
shared culture in.an inclusive manner, with
all citizens encouraged to feel a sense of at-
tachment to common symbaols of the state
and some form of ‘constitutional patriot-
ism"" An Indian identity that promaotes val-
ues of “constitutional patriotism” should
define our aspiration to develop ideas for
nation-bailding. Universities must shape
that Indian identity through education and
the process of learning.
Thmc tlw Cnnsnnmon asa reason for
C The C: par-

One, the Ccmstltumn asasite for creat-
ing collective consciousness, India is nota
classic Mderahon Some cnnhnumg shug-
inform the evol
the idea of deliberative democracy in the
country. Social and economic diversity has
contributed o differing economic and hu-
man development levels across the states.
Aswe commemaorate the 75th anniversary,
wee masst build a more vital colbective con-

ticularly its p ity and non-
discrimination, recognises the value of di-
versity. Universities are the appropriate
institutions for promoting diversity.
Hiwwever, the diversity promoted in univer-
sities must be about lived and shared expe-
riences. [t is about understanding and ap-
preciating that India is a land of diverse
interests and multiple persuasions. The op-
portunity to study the Constitution and the

Bl Four G that binds us

lived £ of meeting and interact-

The Constitution as the basis
for social justice, The theme
of social justice runs
throughout the Constitution,
As India celebrates the 75th
anniversary of adopting the
Constitution, the aspiration
to advance the cause of sodal
justice has never been more
critical, Universities are
institutions where through
transformative education, the

socetal structutre e
challenged and a new
peneration can become
participants
achieve social justice.
constitutional project of
promoting social justice can
be realised only when higher
education institutions

The

institutionalise these ideas
among the youth. Indiak
young people must embrace
the i of building an
egalitarian society.

C R Sasikumar

ing with diverse people can help build an
informed and enlightened citizenry.
Four, the Constitution as an i

WHATTHE OTHE

“The US policy of denying laraels gen

WIVVLINUIANEAFIESO.LUM

RS SAY

wide in Gaza is unlikely to change, even if

there s anew US administration... We can only hope that nations that seill have a

O

ensure that Israel agrees to a ceasefire a

ence would finally come together to condemnn Isracl's genocidal aces and

precment..” = THEDAILY STAR

With refugees at
the centre

SCjudgmenton

Section 6A speaks

language of statecraft. Verdict
should guide protection of rights of vulnerable

MOHSIN ALAM BHAT

THE SUPREME COLIRT of India’s recent de-
ty of Section

EA. of the Citizenship Actis the mun conse-

of citizenship. Section 6A was enacted fol-
lowing the signing of Assam Accord in 1985
and grants citizenship to migrants from

titioners argued that Assam was unfairly

burdened by Section 64, which imposed a

different cut-off date for r:il:imnship com-
andB.TIm clai

weight of i |mm|gm:on wiulc wther border
nots
Relevant here was the right o equality un-
der Article 14, The right requines that any di-
vergent treatment — so-called “classifica-
tion" among groups — must be rational and
justified by the purpose of the law,
TMCumuledSmmnEa\smm:—
tionality, acknowl i
text of the Assam Accord and Assam's
unigue challenges with migration, However,
there was adivergenoe between the justices
on how mul:h dr{mlu:v:dm courts should

Bangladesh who entered J\ssam before  give o Parl in Tmm" DY
March25,1971.1 however,  Chandrachud,
has far-reaching o esthatextend  and constitut ignificant subjects are

wiell beye f Assam, e nm:l'hr

atstake, courts must intervene., ]mmSurya

considering the controversial Ci
Amendment Act (CAMA) of 2019, which re-

of social and political empowerment, By
abolishing untouchability in Article 17, the
Constitution shook the loundannns ulthc

Kant{for twootherj
erential stance, which suggests thar

mains pending in the courts. Farliament’s dassification of groups. for le-
The nuld not be higher: Interms galmrpmossl\uuhtﬂmspumd.pmvimd
of politics, thy tion  italigns witha legiti i

GA based on the long-standing fears of
A:sa]msu growps that uncontrolked immi-

practice of historically

discrimination. But it did not stop thcn:. It
also made it an offence to cawse any disabil-
ity arising because of mvtnuci\abnluty The

cul-
tum economy, and paolitical influence.
Legally speaking, it touches on vital consti-
rumnal pml:lp|ﬁ paml:ularlyﬂm]lmns

objective,
Thisdivergenceon the Mgmrol']udu:lal
deference will have serious implications for
the CAA case, The CAN's stated objective is
to help persecuted minorities, but it fast-
tracks citizenship for only non-Muslims

vision of the makers of the C

the mleof

Th ' iswhich level of scrutimy

far-sighted enough to recognise that the evil
of untouchability cannot be quelled by
merely proscribing it. The Constitution
sends a powverful message to our nation that
its foundations are the values of liberty,
equality and fraternity. Universities are
places where values are formed, shaped

Ju:ln:lal review, and how to interpret key
constitutional values like fraternity and
equality in the context of citizenship.

The first significant aspect of the judg-
ment is its declaration that Parliament’s
power to legislate on citizenship is not un-
limited, Like any other L, leglslatlnn an |:|t-

and changed, There place where
the study of constitutional values can have
a powverful impact.

Five, the Constitution as the basis for so-
cial justice. The theme of social justice runs

izenship or
its, including fundamental rights,

This is a noteworthy ruling because it
draws a clear line in the sand for the pend-
ing CAA case. In the CAA case, the govern-

will the Court apply to the CAA's religious
discrimination. Will the Court consider cit-
izenship and the right to life too significant
toallow for broad parliamentary discretion,
or adopt a more deferential approach?
This debate on judicial deference will
also test how serioushy the Court treats sec-
ularism as a constitutional principle. Will
secularism be interpreted as a cone value,
alongside fraternity, that demands legal
protections for all citizens, regardless of
thmr religious ﬂul\tlty" will sm:ula:nsm be

throughout the Constitution, As India cele- ment laws onciti are infact Fira-

brates the 75th iversary of ing the an hould by ternity — as a concept respecting diversity
itutiomn, the aspi m advance the immune from judicial seruting, butthisrul- — and solidariny?

cause of social justice has never been maore ing rejects that notion entirehy. Despite its progressive framing of frater-

critical, Universities are institutions where Citizenship laws, the Courtheld aresub- +— nity, the judgment is striking for what it

through transformative education, the so-
cietal structure can bechallenged and a new
Epeneration can become participants in an
effort to achieve social justice. The consti-
tutional project of promoting social justice
can be realised enly when higher education
institutions institutionalise these ideas
among the youth, India’s young people
must embrace the vision of building an

ject o constitutional limitations and judi-
cial review, providing a clear indication that
the CAAwill Illmly Fa:rslmllarmtmy

leaves out: Thevoices of the migrants them-
selves The Court framed the issue as a bal-
ancing act between the government trying

Asecond cri therling

he costs of migrationand its hu-

isits disoussion on oo values, par-
ticularly the principle of fraternity, The peti-
tiomers argued that the influx of migrants

culture

their rights under Article 29 of the

egalitarian society. Constitution, which protects the cultural and

The 75th anniversary of the Constitution matlnmll@mufmmmlymmniﬂny

i ine our universiti C ' of these migrants

fioc i h relating to their cultural identity, a viola-
its ideals and aspirations. [t should educate tion of their rights.

d the youth and and The Court, however, took a broader and

appreciate the historical struggles that re-
sulted in our freedom and the vision of the
framers of the Constitution leading o the
building of the Republic of India.

The writer is founding Vice Chancellor of

OF findal Global University and Dean of
Jind! Global Low School, JGU is establishing
India’s First Constitution Musewim at its
Umiversity Campus in Sonipat, Haryana

Children must come first

Fear of misuse is no reason to dilute strict laws, action against child sexual abuse

PrAaBHSAHAY KAUR

THE SUPREME COURT'S (SC's) recent judg-
menton Child Sexual Exploitative and Abuse
Material (CSEAM) is the call of the hour and

problem, the

The Kerala Police's impressive initiative
mace the best use of this information. It con-
stituted a specialised unit for preventing on-
line child and carried out various

tions of which are lost on most people. The
meere possibility of misuse, as argued by an
editorial in this newspaper [ Terms of pro-
tection’, [E, September 26) cannot be a rea-
son to put children at risk.

Some facts. The National Centre for
Missing & Exploited Children L‘stahhshud by

covert operations, It was found that child
pornography groups operating over
‘WhatsApp and Telegram and a number of
similar platforms had mrmamd m:mcn—

in recent years, It

mental to understanding not only the gene-

polgnanr It mflm:ts on the vulnerahility of

sis of the problem but also inc
lng how to tackle it
similardiscl ade

recently by certain One Stop G un

hit not even know howthey
ham been L'xp]nm.'d till it is boo late, The SC
has also held that the knowledge that their
abuse is hcmg watched by countless

in ivorsof sex-
ual abuse, Cases of teenagers being raped or
forced into sexosal actsjabuse on the threat
of their vi real as well as mor-

persans downloading/uploading CSEAM
from the internet by col-

thee United States Congress
46,99515 videos of CSEAM were uploaded
in India, depicting a chilling reality — India is
leading the world inuploading CSEAM in the
form of photos and videos, Just Rights for
Children Alliance, a coalition formad by five
NGOs with ower 120 NGOs as partners, ap-
prna.ch:d the Supreme Court relying upon

abowe Report and data published by the
Nan\mal Crime Records Bureau [ NCRE) that
reflected a phenomenal increase in child
pormnography cases from 44 in 2018 i 1171
cases in 2022,

To arrest this disturbing trend, the
Government of India signed an Moll with
NCMEC, US, under which receipt and analy-
sis of Cyber Tip line Reports(CTR) are carried
out which detail activities related to CSEAM,
These are then shared with the respective
states(Union Territories for further action,
The MoLl and the actions being taken using
this technology lead the agencies straight to
the culprits.

phed, being made public are on the rise,
The SC has made it

strangers, wch after the act, for
years o come, exacerbates the wounds, The
realisation that our children might be walk-
ing om the road or eating at a restaurant and
strangers identify him/her from CSEAM avail-
ahle freehy. on the lntan‘t mayhc hy way of

lectingIF paric- 1 DEAR EDITOR, clear thatwhile
ularly makinguse of the re- I DISAGREE there might be adifference
ports available under the between the act of viewing
Mol The Kerala Police was Acolumn inwhich CSEAM and the act of en-
ahbe to seize over 200 de- readers tell us Eaging in sexual abuse, the
vices containing graphic " latter desire is always in-
and illegal vide Endppic- why, when they differ | 0 in the lhu'mcr?uBnth
tures of children in a com- with the editurial share the same intent, and
promised state. positions or news it is the intent that makes

Jewas found that many coverape of the crime heinous, This
of these videos and photos . . - finding is the fulcrum of the
inthe CSEAM MI’L‘S”DCB] The Indian Express judg:icnt. Ergo, viewing

children, rangingin the age
group of five to 16 years,
The necessary corollary was that bocal chil-
dren have been haplessly involved by mak-
ing covert videos | taking photos through spy
cameras, etc. More significantly, the pre-
sumption that CSEAM available on the
Internet is from other countries or far-off
places and that the act itself has not taken
place here and is onky being viewed here is
completely false, This eye-opener is funda-

CSEAM, even in the con-
fines of one's home, even
one time, cmmrumsanaﬂm It has also
incubate the
corresponding production of CSEAM.
Abusers are motivated tocreate and distrib-
ute the material to satisfy the demand. Killing
the demand by prosecuting the viewing of
CSEAM would eventually lead to a decrease
inits production.
The Kerela Police’s report is rather

aspyc
roomychanging room, is dmply

mare PIOZressive view ufiramnury reject-
change
:nnsun.mud aviolation of cubture, Fratemity,
the judges held, is about fostering “intercon-
nectedness” among citizens, not the right to
“choose one's I'I.Elghtlllll Thls er:cum nr
anarmwe
aserious blow o Assamese political claims.
The judgment emphasised that demo-
raphic change does not inherently violate
cultural rights — a signil'n:ant stepin the
broader balance major-
ity cultural concerns with broader demo-
cratic principles,
The judgment alsodelves into the ques-
tion of equality in citizenship laws, The pe-

concems, But absent from this
narrative are the refugees, the stateless, and
‘the multigenerational immigrants who are
most affected by these laws,

The Court did not fully engage with the
rights of those who have fled persecution
or whose lives are now mired in uncer-
tainty. It failed to consider whether the
state has an obligation to protect the rights
of refugees and stateless persons, who re-
main invisible in the legal framework, The
judgrment speaks the language of statecraft
but it does not fully account for the human
rights of the marginalised,

This omission is significant. As India
continues to grapple with its citizenship
laws, the Court must address the rights of
the most vulnerable, The ruling on Section
BA, while progressive in some respects,
leaves the fate of these individuals uncer-
tain, With the CAA case on the horizon, the
Court once again has an opportunity to
centre the rights of refugees and stateless
persons in its legal reasoning.

Thewriter teaches at School of Law, Queen
Mary Uiniversity of London

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A BREAKTHROUGH

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Breaking
stalernate (JE, October 23} Itis quiteen-

COVERING GROUND

THIS REFERSTO the article, ‘Social ill and
legal response’ | IE, October 23), l'hr

Actual Control before army moves in the

economic, communication and other

fields, The past trust deficit will be dis-

solved if there is mutual respect and

well-coordinated mutual consultation
P 4

[ d China have

the pre-Gahwan | come, The | if Child Marriage
nnns ]ndla has to w:nl'y the progress M[[’{:Mﬂ}mcm where minors mamy
th ing lisim- by choice acloser look The re-
perative blish atthelineof  sultant di of girls due to hus-

bands raking undue advantage of the
marrage’s void status to remarry isun-
Jjust. This judgment may not succeed in
upholding the true essence of absolute
justice on these harsh ground realities,

This affects every one of us. In the words

ad]ustlcu] B Pardiwala, who authored the
eptivent

GEAM perpetuates a culture in which chil-

dren are seen as objects to be exploited rather

lation and disengagement process,
ihash Vald, New Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Breaking
stalernate’ [ IE, October 23), In welcome

but it may shed some light on the mis-
use of the rule of law,
Shaswat Jena, Chazishad

WHERE ONUS LIES

THISREFERS TO the article,'A nascent
but wrlcnme thaw ({IE, October 21).

than as individuals with rights and agency. news, India and China have agreed to re-
‘While prosecution in cases of CSEAM is solve their four-year military standoff.

Jmpclaum.mdmlmgmmmmmll make Assurming that the patrodling
the most difference are: India
such as sex education and in shouldn't relent oni isions like
schnnls chlldn:n 's homes, etc. Essentially, banning Chinese apps. Similarty, FOU by
Fcrime i foren- Chinese firms should be judged on a

sum\ga safe space for our children, both on-
line and offline, | can only hope that in im-
plementing this judgment, Law enforcement
agencies, schools and governments realise
that the itation of a child here, is

case-to-case basis, There can't be a free
licence forinvestment by Chinese firms
imIndia. India's relations with China can
be repaired but at a slow pace. There

exploitation of a child everywhere,

The writer is o litigmtor proctising in the Delhi
High Court and Supreme Court

It can't suddenly be business as usual

with China.
Sanjay Chopaa, Maholi

External Jai s
visit to Pakistan to participate in the
SCO summit, is significant. Bilateral
ties have been in deep freeze since the
Pubwama terror attack and the retalia-
tory Balakot airstrikes in February
2019, While one cannot dispute that
both countries must move forward
and tap the full potential for bilateral
trade, it must be pointed out that the
onus lies on Islamabad to create a
conducive aimosphere,

Kholkan Das, Kol
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

PERPETUAL EMERGENCY

NCR's pollution crisis needs year-round action. Policymakers
must invest in technology, public transport, nudge change

M SEVERAL OCCASIONS in the past five years, the Supreme Court has said

that the Right to Clean Adr it n.yuhDLlﬁ: on the

Court referred ko this Fi Right again while up i

Centre and the i and it: i fior failing
toensure. tion-fr in the Capital and its adjoini MNCRresidents

have been breathing “very poor” quality air for the past four days. The problem, as the SC
pointed out, stems from an unfortunate Lack of resohve from both the Centre and state
governmients. The data does show that seasonal stubble burning — one reason for the
pollution spike before winter — has come doem in partsaf Dy
However, the gravity of the problem is such that incremental changes are insufficient to
make an appreciable difference in air quality.

The 5C was espedally scathing of the Centre and state governments for thedr Bailure
to effectively i the more than three-y Id Con on Air Quality
MaJIagL‘mr:nt[Cf\QM] Act. The .'\ct had cn:atcdancponymmls panel, the CAQM, tocoor-
dinate differ whose i mn.m_R'sallqua]-
ity Inthe past, the problem
work insilos, and at cross purposes. Delhi, Haryana and Punjab used to be at loggerheads
on the issue of stubble burning. In 2022, after the AAP assumed office in Punjab, there
were hopes that the state government would coordinate better with its cc in

tions have a by

EDITORIAL PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORDLY WISE
LIFE 1S MADE OF S0 MANY PARTINGS
WELDED TOGETHER.
— CHARLES INCKENS

An American deadlock

Gender, race, class, state will together determine
who wins the upcoming US elections

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

NOVEMBER 5 IS Amwrica’s election day. It is
hard to predict who will win the presidential
race: Kamala Harris or Donald Trump.
Current polls suggest a very tight contest.
‘Which way it finally tums will depend on a
host of factors, some uniquely American, es-
pecially the electoral college. The US was fa-
mously called by Samuel Huntington *a
Tudor Polity”, roughly meaning extreme de-
centralisation and mo national uniformity.
Stmsinth«:US not only have disproportion-
powver; they also have quite different elec-
mral rules. Unlike India where the ection
[« ducts and certi
results, imthel
And such power, most of all, is embodied in
the concept of an electoral college which is,
comparatively speaking, an unusual nstitu-

tion. It has the capacity popular will.

Let us begin with a larger national-level
overview, which will allow us to unpack the
intricacies of the electoral college Later The LS
hasa pupulmunodlmghly 335 million, and

Dedhiin resolving the problem. However, politics have its say

levelc After 2022, the needle of the Delhi gov-
ernment's accusation has pointed towards Haryana and now Uttar Pradesh, even as the
da:amnlmucs to implicate all three states. On Wednesday, the apesx court: again rallccl

there are 245 million eligible
voters. If the tumout is as high as G6-67 per
cent, the level it touched in 2020, among the
highest in decades, amywhere between 160-
165 million votes will be cast. That will make
it the third largest election exercise in 2024,

ot the Punjab for their failure to check farmers fi
crop residue on fire, The problem also is that the CAQM has failed its mandate of driving
change in the post-harvest practices of Farmm in Dl:llus nmghbuurhncd The agency

died by India and Indonesia.
Thee four largest woting groups by ethnic-
ity/race are the Whites (67 per cent),

hasscarcely takena It has, at Latinos Hispanics | 13 percent). Blacks (12 per
best, functioned as an emergency resolution body, when the problem at hand requires cent)and Asians {5 per cent). The politicalin-
i 3 clinations of
g oy ok uilg:bhmm last minute. The nur:gr scribiect In 2020 7per
1g fars from the pract not be lel e Last mi imits of centin favourof the D i party.mm
Lt post-harvest, shouk e Blacks as87 percent. According
of recent years. Similarly, emergency i L her fac- recent polls, vote for Democrats is
‘tors that drive MCR's pollution, mtludlng urhlullarand mdustna] po]llmnn down in all three categories, but it is not nec-
It's time polic Dl."hlsm essarily going hugely in favour of Trump.
li ion load. Cleaning it i ogical inter i ment Thcpossiblcsh'dtamung Black men has
in public transp nudging peop ioural changes. Al this can- cometobe noted, especially after Pre-

not be undertaken in an emergency mode.

CRUDE AND IMPROPER

TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee’s actions hurt his party politically
and are a disservice to the people he represents

FOUR-TERM MEMBER of Parliament — a lawyer and among the most sen-
iorleaders of his party — should not requine lessons inefther civics or civil-

ity On Tuesday, Kalyan B f the Trinamood C; P
l'uradayﬁmmhcjum:f ittee of Parl ontheWagfi, )

Bill. The disciplinary acti i after d agla: de during the

P meeting, ref durir i Calcutta High Court judgze

and BJP MP Abhijit Ganguly. Committee Chair Jagdambika Pal has al]cgcd that Eanm]m:
was attermpting to throw the bottle at hi the TMC leader
Parliament — including its committees — is a place for dissent, :Il:ba:r and even vocifer-
ous argument. 1t is not — and must not become — an avenwe for abuse and violence.
Banerjee, unfortunately, seems not to realise this. And at a time when the Opposition is
trying to gain ground, and at times, the moral high ground — after a decade in relative
polml:al wildemess — his actions are a terrible letdown.

SIdL‘nI‘ Obama exhorted them to exercise
not conventic

prejudice. Compared towomen, 7-8 per cent

fewer men are saying they will vote for

Harris. According to James Carville, a long-

time adviser to Democrats who shot to fame

as lead strategist to Bill Cinton in 1992, the

Harris appears to be ahead
in national vote, but it is the
electoral college that will
determine who wins —
possible to win the natio

reason is that some Black men think the
Demaocratic party has become oo feminised.
They are unwilling to accept a fermale presi-
dent. But this problem may not be confined
to Black males. The US has ahways had amale
president. 15 it ready to accept a woman as

The electoral college has 538 votes: 435 for
the House of Representatives, 100 for the
Senate and three for Washington DC. The
House is entirely population-based. In the
Senate, every state has bwo seatsregardless of
its. pupu]anm size. This makes thc electoral

the nation’s highest leader and c
in-chief? Some believe Hilary Clinton also
suffiered for this reason.

‘What can we say about the White vote?
Its division appears to be both on racial and
class lines, especially if education can be
viewed as an indicator of class. The Pew
Research Cn:nm'mpuns that R:‘publlran ot

college ne

‘will Ratheer, the popularwill gets a coating of
small-state hias. Essentially, towin the presi-
dency, a candidate must obtain 270 votes of
the electoral college. Some states, such as
California and Mew York, are reliably
Dcmul:rat]l: while others, like Texas and

Asofnow,

ersare White
fior 79 per cent of the total vote for the party.
And “overall, about half of Republican voters
{51 per cent) are White adults without a col-
lege degroe, making them the single largest
bloc within the party when looking at race,
ethnicity and education together.”

Let usexamine these rumbers a bit differ-
ently. According to the US Census Bureaw, only
38 per cent of the US population (age 25 and
older) was college educated in 2021, and 42

W
pes White

226 votes, and Trump 219.To
be president, the former needs 44 more clec-
toral college votes, and the latter 51

Where will these votes come from? From
l||.€ so-called battleground or swing states.

 there are seven such swing states:

Pclmsylvanla {19 votes), Gml'ga (16}, North
Carolina (16), Michigan [15), Arizona (11),
‘Wiisconsin (10}, Nevada (6] They are dead-
locked. Because they can swing an election,

u}'tampaigm.Hmisdemmpalwapscc;’l

vote but lose the presidential
election, which has happened
five times in American
history, twice recently — in
2000 and 2016. But how
would such divergence come
about? The electoral college
has 538 votes: 435 for the
House of Representatives,
100 for the Senate and three
for Washington DC. The
House is entirely
population-based. In the
Senate, every state has two
seats regardless of its
population size. This makes
the electoral college not
entirely based on national
popular will.

category(, +28 percent of Black,
21 per cent of Hispanic, and 61 per cent of
f\slanculmnumtlcs}_Nrarlytwothlrdsof

cated and only a third l:ul]cgr cducatcd. In
non-White communities, the education-
hased class polarisation is not so sharp, Trump
is likely toget only 31-32 per cent of non-
‘White, withnearly

to be carmpaigning three decades
inMassachusetts, nearly always Democratic,
I have seen only one candid ate campaign.
Emrk Obamacamein 201Lal|dunly once).
ategory can b d
upthcsluatlan. Thiselection will depend on
‘what scholars call “intersectionality™. An un-
predictable combination of gender/race|
o will determine who wins. But

two thirds of non-White non-college vote go-
ing to Harris, In sum, most college-educated
‘Whites would vote for Democrats and most
non-ml]rgc—cducatc:l Whitcs for
COMITIL-

nl:cs ethnicity and race woubd trump dlass.
But, afterallis said and done, these country-
leved disaggregations are not gning to be deci-
sive, Harris appears to be ahead in national
wote, butit is the electoral college that will de-
termine who wins — |r|spuss|bl:mw|n the
tion,

‘whichever way this mix ultimately settles, it
willbe, substantially though not wholly,inan-
SWeT 0 two fundamental questions.

BA aBlack
ident, or would White supremacy make a
comebackovia Trump? Will America continue
to be engaged in the world, or would it de-
soend into a world of Trumpian tariffs, immi-
gration cuts and isolationism?

The writer i Sol Goldrmon professaraf
il Shudies and the Social Sciences

‘which has happened five times in American
history, bwice recently — in 2000 and 2016, But
howr would such divergence come abowt?

at Brown Liniversity, where he also directs the
Sawena Center for Conternponmny Soath Asio at
the Wiatson Institute

INDIAN OCEAN CHURN

India must guard its strategic interests after UK’s handover of Chagos to Mauritius

THE UKS DECISION to transfer sovereignity of
the strategically significant Chagos
mdllprlathDMaumuslsawmershcdm-

pushed the boundaries of propriety. Last year, when 147 MPs had b

Opposition was besieged, the TMC MPs crude mimicry of Vice F

mentin maritime

the Lok Sabh; s the privil and expectations of the people Thislong-standing issue had sim-

wlmvw:d for him. Unfortunately, t.hclnnd:ntthls week is not the first time Banerjee has mmd for decades until London settled it to
nded and the satisfaction of

e i icinterests, The

rﬁmlclmtotﬂyaddrmrsthcculunlallcga

powerdynamicsinthe

drew umvarranted attemtion bn fact, throughout Dhankhar's turmulbuous tenune as Govemaor
of West Bengal, j ided the high il — he callied D
sucker™ andl’lcdcas:s

ferred pej CF

hilood-

him. Earlier this year, ok Sabha campaign, he re-

idate Dipsita Dhar andin 2009, he made off-
colour then West Bengal CM's personal habits.

Banerjee’s conduct at the parliamentary committee meet, then, is no aberration. Given

his posmnn and scnlcmry in the TMC, it can also be seen as part of what ails the party.

i’ Bengal, and ast] - party in the Lok Sabha,

the TMCis nobonger just a party of protest and the street. Whibe its origins were “anti-es-

tablishment” in an era of Left dominance, it is now part of the power structure. Its lead-

ers, with their words and actions, cannot be so immature as to resort to abuse and vio-

lence. Eanl:ljcc 5 bcha\m:lul is motjust pullncally oounterproductive. [t also shows an

f Parliament he

SO SHORT, FAREWELL

IndlanOr.l.‘HLmh slgmﬁl:mtlmpllmnnsfor

In many ways, this outcome was in-

US and UK, Diego Garcia could provide the
Initian Mavy with a valuable forward base for
maritime patrolling, anti-piracy operations,
and intelligence gathering. With increasing
Chinese naval activity in the 10R, India could

‘with Tehran and other non-\Westem partners.

Chagns’ handover is exactly the outcome
India had long hoped for. Delhi even played a
behind-the-scenes roke to encourage both
sides to reach such an agreement. But, while

leverage closer logistic: VCooper-
ation with the US to counterbalance China's
maritime expansion.

However, India's proedmity to the US mil-
itary's prime Indian Ocean fadlity could com-
plicate its broader calcubus. Diego Garcia is not
jstany .'\mcm:an basc itisa huh for LS nu-

clear

evitable, given the mountir the
UK from the International Court of Justice, the
UN General Assembily, and several regional
states, including India. India has been avocal
advocate of the decolonisation agenda, rein-
forcing the Mauritian cause and asserting its
leadership rode in the Global South, With its
diplomatic stance under increasing scrutiny,
the UK likely saw this as a necessary mowve to
alignwith the international consensus.

nificance. While it grants Mauritius full sov-
ereignty, it ensures US-UK control of the mil-
itary hase at Diego Garcia for 99 years. For
India, the principal security provider in the
Eastern Indian Ocean, the implications extend

T be sure, Chagos”
handover to Mauritius is
exactly the outcome India
had long hoped for. Delhi
even played a behind-the-
scenes role to encourage
both sides to reach such an
agreement, But, while it sees
the continuation of the
Diggro Gareia base under US
control as a positive, it is
likely to temper its responses
to project a balanced stance,

g the perception of
ive alignment with the

Western Indian Ocean
— a theatre where India-US cooperation has
traditionally been constrained. Using this fa-
cility raises larger questions about India's
strategic autonomy, especially as the Indian
‘Ocean becomes more contested amid rsing

it sees the o of the Diegn Garcia
base under LS control as a positive, it is likely
o kemper its responses to project a balanced
stance, avoiding the perception of excessve
alignment with the US-UK axis.

Even =o, Im:Ila 's strategic community will
likehy view 15
of China's growing prcsl:nu:ln the Indian
‘Ocean With a naval base in Djibouti and likety
future bases in Pakistan, China is positioning
itself as a significant Indian Ocean power.
Despite having tomanage the expectations of
other regional states — many of whom have
close ties with China — India's main impera-
tive will be o counterbalance Beiging’s influ-
encein the Western Indian Ocean.

Inadia is also rmineful of Mauritius security
nieds. Port Louis will likely seek New Delhi's
assistance incapacity-building, particularfyin

in the Red inglran-
Israel conflict.
ic . Deeper military
with the US could be seen as a shilft towards
West, p

mgl.ndlas efforts to remain an independent
player capable of engaging with a range of
partners, including non-Western actors like
Russia, Iram, and other Middle Eastern pow-
ers. While Diego Garda is prvotal to US oper-
ations in the Middle East, India knows ten-
sions between lsrael and Ir: icate its

e mic Zane| EEZ)
and safeguarding its maritime assets fromil-
legal fishing and other threats. Given its own
concerns over Chinese intrusions, India has a

cuntycapdnllbﬁﬂ\clacy Fou'h\dlawulld be
to protect ing its image
as anindependent

TWET,

‘options. While India leans more toward Tel
ﬂmv w:rtompcratlnn wn.hthcuﬁ Inal:l ]

lran, cc

The writeris head, Maritime Policy Initintive,
ORF, New Delhi

There is more to a New Zealand airport's attempt to limit ﬁf|mmmmrm

i ALItOnommY, and i

gCIOd.byE hngS to three mimtesthan I'I'IE(![SIhEE’yE the evolving balance of power in the Indian 1

ORRY, ASELTONJohnsan ery word, but ac Ocean Region (10R), pa—

= Who ki hen that night mighit c ‘when the same two ships Given India's close military ties with the US-UK axis.

jpass cachotheragain? It's nnwundn'tha:paupkmﬂmllr@crmthmrmrw,
stretching itout intc TS, 1t those last few mo-
ments to postpone, if only for a second or two more, the: pangsut parting It's an all-too uni-
versal experience, yet Mew Zealand's Dunedin Ainport Fit, going by a signin

its drop-off zone: “Max hug time 3 minutes. For fonder farewells, please use the car park.”
I f the terse sign have been widely eliciting outraged
about how far an airport could go to ensure a smoath flow of traffic, people
and their belongings, with its “hug police” and violation of travellers” “*human rights".
Officials ick to disclaim any actual e to time people’s hugs — no uni-
i il will be hangi drop-off: ith a stopwatch, The sign s
more a suggestion and less aninjunction, a reminder i

their adieus

m INDIAN EXPRESS B

to be mindful of the fact that airports places where the i phy
d up deraili |5 plans.
ﬂ\cmalqlcstlmhuwmﬂshuwD\umdmi\n'purtamdatthr spcclﬁl:duratlnnot
ar a hug. Were studies conducted at i

In any case, the airport's CEQ pointed to research that shows a 20-second hug is more
than sufficient for a hearty dose of the feel-good hormone motocin, He also pointed out
that the quicker the hugs, the greater the number of people who can experience them.
5o, far from being the enemy of lowe that it's been painted as, the airport just wants to
spread the love around a bit more. Can one really complain about this?

OCTOBER 24,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

HEAD PRIESTS Vs GOVT
TWO ROUNDS OF prolonge talks between

Richard Murphy, came out with a statement
“reiterating” the LIS comvction that India has
nointention of attacking Pakistan. Murphy's

Sikhh repre

was apparently aimed at assuag-

sort out the oo
the Mihang chief of Buddha Dal, Baba Santa
Singh's intention to visit Akal Takht to offer
prayers on Diwali The government represen-
tatives, however, reached an agreement with
both the parties on maintaining law and or-
deron the eocasion.

US BACKS [NI)IA

ing Indian anger over by the LIS
Amibassadorin Pakistan, Deane R Hinton, por-
traying India as a potential aggressor.

INDIA-MAURITIUS TALKS

[NDAA ASSLRED ALL possible assistance to
Mauritius in its development activity and

weyed to the Maurltlan Prime Minister,

1the vis-

iting Indian President, Zail Singh.

JANATA SeLIT
THE JANATA PARTY un'n_in Bihar split verti-

callywith majority of | s o
ing allegiance to Karpoori Thakur, favouring
entry into the newly formed Dalit Mazdoor

agreed to enlarge are,
as education, culture, technology, technical

AFTERTWO DAYSof
ernment, the US Assistant Secretary of State,

L how and health. India’s keen imterest
in the overall progress of Mauritius was con-

[DMEF! CharanSingh.
The rtsulmlmadaphcdarthc residence of
peration such Thakur final decision

on the evolution of a national alternative in
the context of Opposition unity, preservation
‘of democracy and national interest,
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Researchers meld Al and genomics
to find thousands of new viruses

Computational algorithms look for proteins similar to sequences in databases, As a result, they risk missing proteins that have evolved and changed,
Thils risk may not hold for long, however, thanks to scientific approaches that combine genetics, gene-sequencing, and deep-leaming methods

Sridhar Sivasubbu
Yinod Scaris

or most of modern history,

people have overlooked viruses,

even though they are the most

abuncant biokogieal entity on
the planet and carry immense ecological
significance. Viruses are found In every
nook and corner of the world — from soll
and water to the amosphere and even
extreme environments like hot springs
and hydrothermal vents,

Viruses are obligate parasites; they
redquine a host w infect and replicate, This
relationship goes both ways. Thanks o
advances in research, scientists are
increasingly recognising vireses is agents

of disease but also as integral components

of ecosystems. Viruses drive genetle
evolution through horlzontal gene
transfer, control microbial population
balance, and even affect biogeochemical
eycles,

They play critical robes in maintaining
biodiversity and may even influence
chimate regulation. Understanding their
influence is thus key to unravel ling the
complexities of life on earth. Yet only a
sanll frsetion of thie roughly 100 million
v i trillion viral species has been
Tcberitified w date,

The unknown-unknown threat
Beyond their environmental roles,
understanding vinses ks crucial for us to
anticipate emerging infectious diseases.,
Some studies have estimated there are
arvund 300,000 mammalian viruses yet
o b diseovered, many of which pose
soanatie threas, Unlike microbes, which
selentists have studied using
culture-bused methods, viruses have
remained understudied because of
challenges tw culturing them,

The rapidly improving scale and
declining costs of nucleotide sequencing
have resulted in the widespread wse of
genome-sequencing approaches to
understand microbes in the environment,
particularly in metagenomics studies,
Theese apy hvee | our

#30 rendering of an antibady (faregraund left] an
pandemic | research efforts

proliferate - whereas RNA viruses
replicate faster with higher error rates,
This characteristic is also particularly
relevant in the context of emerging
infectious diseases: COVID-S, Ebola, and
influenza are all caused by ENA viruses.

Serratus ups the ante

Orwe way to dentify an RNA virus 1s 1o
track down and lsolate frgments of a
specilic gene that I essential for the virus
o replicate: RNA-dependent RNA
polymerase, or RARP, RARP is one of the
maost anclent of genes, so much so that
many researchers believe it was among
the world's first genes. RARP proteins
have regions that are well-conserved (e,
which the organism preserves as it
evolves) and maotils in the protein that are

ability i explore the vast diversity of
microbes and viruses in the list decade,
In a metagenomic study, researchers
analyse genetic material directly from
environmental samples, allowing them o
icbentify and stucy an organism withouwt
the need for culturing organdc material
Jike tissues in an intermediate step.

Buggier but faster

In recent years, metigenomics has helped

selentists identily a staggering number of

previously unknown microbes In diverse

environments. These discoveries hive
ignif panded our und

of microbial As

L

lal for its function, which s to
replicate RNA using a template.

In 2022, Canadian researchers led by
Artern Babakan buile an open source tool
called Serratus, When scientists
secuenced a gene, Serratus could match
the sequence data with sequences known
1o be related 1o viral RARP progeins, The
researchers collected more than 10

Froam belt to dght: hantavins, yellow fever virs, Nipsh virs, pleomans, and Ehikungunya, o

. pred, Ul v
undersiudied

serve as the energy source, believed 1w
hawe originated from microbes),

A transformative effect
An important shorteoming of the
metagenomic approach is that
computational algorithms typically look
for proteins very similar (o sequences
alrendy in databases. As a result they risk
milssing proteins that have evolved and
changed form. This risk may not hold for
long, however, [n a recent study,
reserrchers from multiple Chinese
research organisations combined
genomics with a transformer,

In deep-learning, a transformer ks o
type of machine learming model known
for dts ability to train rapidly to identify

petabytes of sequencing data specific pattermns,
encompassing 5.7 million sequencing In the study, resenrchers fed
libsearies from diverse ecologies. When i vt ane data From

they fed this dataset to Serratus, it
uncovered the presence of more than
100,000 viruses, considerably expanding
the diversity of viruses known o

technologies continue to improve -
becoming more accurate, faster, and
muore affordable - alongside beter global
datwsharing practices, sclentists are
beginning to unbock the secrets of the

lented

Their findings were
published in Nature In January 2022,

In another study published in Sclernce
in the sume year, U5, researchers led by
Ahmad Zayed at the University of Ohio
uu-cll cmupt_uullm:ll tools o sift throwgh

wirld wtan unp
pace,

In this regard, RNA viruses are of
especial significance primarily because
they mutate rapidly and adapt tiuickly (5]
new conditions, More specifically, DNA

A s dlata 1o
ielentify thousands of new RNA virus
species, In partic this team identiied
a new virl specles o fill an imporeant gap
in our scientists’ understanding of RNA

virus evolution; a new species that

viruses have more stable g and
their genome-replicating mechanism
muakes fewer ‘mistakes’ when they

the oceans; and another
species that could infect mitochondria
(organelles in cellular organisms that

RETIOME-S4)
ESMFold, another machine learning
maodel adept at predicting the structures
of proteins, to their trnsformer and
trabned it to spot genetic patterns
corresponding to RdRP,

Then they used the transformer to
wnalyse large tranches of

computers design proteins based on
these patterns, o perform functions that
na natural proteins can, The discovery of
new RNA viruses from new places in the
environment is also important to our
understanding of public health. Each
new discovery betters our ability to
Identify and characterise similur viruses
better, weaches us whit to keep an eve out
for and how/where to improve our
methods, and helps us discover more
species fster.

Fighting pandemics ere they begin
On the ground, a key advantage of such
dhscoveries is with regards o pandemic
preparedness, As sequencing technology
becomes more widespread and
data-sharing increasingly the norm, we
are equipped better than ever w identify
pathogenie viruses with zoonotie
potential - Le. these that could spill ever
from animals to humans - long before
they pase a significant threat. Early
detection allows us the opportunity for
timely intervention and even the chance
to prevent large-scale outbreaks,
Looking ahead, the deeper
understanding of viruses and their
evolution through genomics, with help
from eeologieal survelllanee and
machine learning, will enhance our
preparedness against pandemies. By
continuously mapping viral diversity in
nature and improving our understanding
of viral-host interactions, we ean also
develop machine learning models that

chata, where it identified maore than
160,000 new RNA viruses. More than half
of these viruses were described for the
first thme and many came from unigue
andlfor extreme environmental niches,
Imelucking kot springs, salt likes, and air.
Thelr findings are w be published ina
forthcoming issue of Cell.

Because transformens look for patierns
rather than amino-acid sequences, they
can fimd proteins even when they hive
diverged significantly. They can also help

can pate and mitigate viral spill
overs, This future holds the promise of
not only managing emerging viruses but
alse tnekling the risk of pandemics at the
microscopic rather than at the planetary
seaile,

(The awthors work ar Karkinos
Healtheare and are adiunct professors at
NT Kanpur and the Dy VY. Paril Medical
Callege, Hospital and Research Centre.
Views expressed are persomal,
sridhar.stvasubineggmail.com,
viroed searirgkarkings.in)
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THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Magnetism’s moment in the sun

(9
QUESTION 1

Particles bike atoms have a property
called spin, which can be said to
paint 'up’ or ‘down’ o any ghen
e, In & ferramagnetic materal,
the spins of all the particles are
painting in the same direction, But
I ¥, the spins of adjacent particles
alternate between ‘up' snd ‘down,
N X,

ke

QUESTION 2

Sometimes, in nanoparticles of a X
material (from Q1), a form of
magnetism called ¥ appears, It
causes the spins of the material's
properties to randomly Nip dus to
temperature changes, ¥
nanaparticles are highly
susceptibl o extemal magnetic
fledde. Narme Y,

M
K

Ploase send In yeur answersta W

selencedthehindu.co.in

N
described as a mix of
QUESTION ferromagnetism and X (from Q1)
Say & materlal 1§ exposed to o |
magnetic fleld. When the field and has been reparted in l
strength s changed just a line, manganesa teliuride and b

there 4 & disproportionately large
ehange in the material, What is the
magnetism of swch materials
called?

[

QUESTION 4

Ir 1920, Wilhelm Lenz posed a
problem to his student Ermst lsing,
Il sedveel It IR 1000 1824, and
Lisrs Orgager solvie It in 20 In
1944, The solution is one of the
simplest madels t show o phase
trangiticn in magnétic materials,
HName the madel. Hint: it had &
camen in this year's physics Nobel
Prize,

[

QUESTION 5

Since around 2019, sclentists have
b reparting o new farm ol
magnatiam called Z. 1t can be

ruthenium dioxide. Name 2.
Answers to October 12 quiz:

L. Bell-shaped curve described by
Marla Agresl - Ans: Witeh of

2. Discoverer of thearem linking
aymemetries (o condervid quantities
= Ans: Emmy Noether

3. Mathermatician who insplred the
film Fiddan Figuries - Ans:
Katharine Johnsan

4. Theotem whose pract benélited
from the work of Sophie Germaln -
Ang: Farmat’s Last Theorem

5. Nurse who used mortality
dynamics to identify causes of
desath during the Crimean War -
Ans: Florence Nightingale

Visual: Maryam Mirzakhani

Firat cantact: KN, Vidwanatha |
Anmal Agravl | Nardey Slngh

>0

(
O

[ 8

Wisual: This circult shows the components of a device so sensitive to magnetic fields it may
aven ditect the presence of a (hypatheticall magnetic monopale, K and |b are the critical
and Blas curients, Vs the voltage, @ 1 the magnetic s, and X s o Jessphson Junction,

Namié the device, ws o

A bed af rock showlng ehurks of pped-up
seadloor debrls fram a tsunami that fallowed a
hiuge metearite Impact about .26 billkon years
ago i a reghon called the Barberton Greenstane
Belt, South Arica, RECTERS

Ancient
meteorite was
giant fertilizer
bomb' for life
on earth

Reuters

The space rock that slammed into the
warth 66 million years ago caused a global
ealamity that doomed the dinosaurs, But
thaat was far from the largest meteorioe wo
strike our planet.

One up o 200 dmes bigger linded 3.26
Billlion years ago, triggering workdwide
dlestruction atan even greater seale. But
mew resenrch shows the disaster setually
may have been beneficial for the early
evolution of e by serving as “a glant
fertilizer bomb™ for the bacte ather
single-celled organisms called archaea
that held dominion at the time, providing
:lﬁ.'l}ml o key nutrients phosphorous and

ron.

Researchers assessed the effects of this
mieteorkte impact using evidence from
anclent rocks in g region ealled the
Barherton Greenstone Belt in
mortheastern South Africa. They found
ample signs from the geochemical
signature of preserved organic material
anl Fossils of mats of marine bacteria that
lifee bounced back with aplomb,

£

conditions retwrned w normal within a
few years to decades, it actually thrived,”
sabd Harvard University geologise Nadja
Drabon, lead author of the study
published on Monday in the journal
Proceedings of the Natlonal Academy of
Sclences,

"t this time, the earth was something
of a water world, with limited emergence
of voleanoes and continental rocks, There

wiis essentially no oxygen gas in the
atmosphere and oceans, and no cells with
muchel," Harvard geologist and study
co-puthor Andrew Knoll said,

The meteorite was a carbonaceous
chondrite rich in carbon and containing
phosphorus. Its dismeter was
approximately 37-58 km, Drabon said,
vtk it abeout 50-200 dmes the mass of
the asterobd that wiped out the dinosaurs,

“The effects of the impact would have
been quick and ferockous, The impactor
hit wiith so much energy that itand
whatever sediment or rock it hit
vapourised, This rock vapour clowd and
dust ejected from the crater would have
eireled the globe and mrned the sky black
within hours,” Drabon said.

“The impact likely oceurred in the
weean, initlating a tsunami that swept
across the globe, ripping up the sea floor
and Inundating coustlines, Lastly, a lot of
the impact energy would get transferned
into heat, meaning the atmosphere
started heating up so much that the upper
layer of the oceans started boiling,”
Drabon added,

It probably would have mken  few
years to deendes for the dust to seutle and
Hor the atmesphere 1o cool encugh for the
wider vapour to return to the ocean,
Drabon said. Microbes depending on
sunlight and those in shallow waters
would have been decimated,

But the meteorite would have delivered
a large amount of phosphorous, a
mutrient for microbes crucial for the
maolecules central to storing and
conveying genetle information, The
sl also would hive mixed ironerich
deep waters into shallower waters,
ereating an environment ldeal for many
types of microbes because fron provides
them with an energy source.
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No piecemeal approach

Economic rationale must guide GST recast;
strive for the broadest possible tax base

HREE GROUPS OF ministers (GoMs) under the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) Council met recently and reportedly decided to
recommend various rate tweaks, exemptions for lower health
insurance covers,and a mergerof the "compensation cess"with
the highest tax slab at a future date. The GoM on rate rationalisation
(GoM-RR), which has the crucial mandate fora comprehensive restruc-
turing of the GST slabs with the idea to reduce their number and appro-
priately revise the tax's base, seems in no haste to go for an overhaul of
the tax structure, even though it has a tight November-end deadline to
firm up its views, This is despite the fact that the tax suffers from multi-
ple infirmities and blemishes on its struc lintegrity. Instead, the GoM-
RRin its latest meeting decided to propose changes in the tax rates for

over 100 items, with the apparent objective r_iﬂmpmmg higherdlffmn-
talt lueitemslike hes and shoes,

What s required at this junctureisa objective studyof the
GST's fi eover the last moreth ¥ of its exis-
tence, devoid of theeffect of th nal shock (pandemic). GST

must be pitted against the mop-up from the com parable pre-GST taxes,
and constructive suggestions made on how the tax's revenue productiv-
ity could be improved, According to some estimates, minus the cess pro-
ceeds, the collections are still stagnating at around 5.6% of GDP, much
lower than in the pre-GST period. However, these estimates need to be
hameout. Also, while one of the chief merits of GST s supposedly the sta-
bility of the regime, GST rates and base (exemptions) have seen more fre-
quent changes, than even the excise/service tax and state value-added
tax regimes that it had replaced.

In the beginning, the GST Council used to work with a much higher
degree of common purpose,cohesion, and in deference of economic ratio-
nale, However, it now appears to be driven, to an extent, by political con-
siderations, and short-term revenue goals, besides lacking in sufficient
technical rigour. There is a talk of the weighted average GST rate having
fallen much below the"revenue neutral rate" of 15-15.5%,as computed
in the run-up to G§T's launch, and the need to align the rates with the
RMR. This could, however, prove to be a fallacious goal, as the RNR was
comy 1 with much fewer I than currently available.

The GST Council must liveup toits 1 | tab concrete
steps towards achie’vmg the ecunumn: productivity, and revenue gains
that a comp sed indirect tax on consumption
was toyield, It must strive for the broadest possibl base, withexemp-
tions largely being limited tounbranded food and farm products, Exemp-
tions make cross-matching of inputs and outputs non-functional, and
besmirch the GST's basic tenet. Whether the cess needs to continue after
the current end date of March 2026 must be decided only after a thor-
oughanalysis of the lofa 1GST. The numberof
main G5T slabs needs to come down to two from four at present, with a
supplementing special rate for a small list of luxury and demerit goods,
A proper basing of GST may allow the average rate to be 10% or below,
which would mean, say, a merit rate of 8% and a standard one of 12%,
That would be much less “taxing” than now.

HSBC's east-west split isn't
just about cutting costs

SBC HOLDINGS PL off a break-up campaign by disgruntled
A Inrecent years. Now, it's announced a ing. i the
same East- 'Mstll.nes Ttunlmnusquunnnls Itsaysitsdesigned i
pler, itlooksalatli biarsk is also fac-
Ingupto the paliti the growi hi

"t dissolve HSBC' litical challenges, but it

the bank better options to respond qul.cl(‘y I.f'thjngg WOTSeT,
HSHBC spent 2022 hanllng m cun\rlnce shareholders of its strength as provid-

ingafl lal brid, heres built on the twin pillars of its UK and

Hong Knns hanl(ms unltg Its Iargezt mw-_&mr ]"mg An [muran:e E‘.mup Co., had

while HSBC

Fi lngnn g:udsha.regln anAsian/ mdnata.uﬁ.m
b mean et tsand eapital, and lost
Rtll!,thepnlltlca]submnwasalwaysapparmt_
The bank ultimately won a shareholder vote on the break-up question at its
2023 annual meeting. Since then, Georges Elhederyhanaken nweragchlefemc

‘Put’ option to aid bond

N ISSUE WHICH has
always been debated is
getting  more  retall
Investors to invest in the
corporate debt market,
Retail interest ishigh in the equity seg-
ment either directly or indirectly
through mutual funds, When it comes
to corporate bonds, however, the inter-
est is more through the mutual fund
route. Few individuals invest directlyin
corporate debt. One of the factors that
haskept back retail i is the dif-
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® EDUCATING FOR THE FUTURE

Union hurnan development minister Dharmendra Pradhan

In the fourth Industrial Revolution, education
must prepare students to be creators and
managers of technology

© BETTER BET
SEBI MOVE A BIG STEP IN ADDING DEPTH TO SEGMENT, OPENS THE DOORS FOR RETAIL INVESTORS

MADAN SABNAYVIS

Chiefecanamist, Bank of Barada

considered depending on how thi
work out. The new regulation fills the
lacumainth hich haskept retail

ficulty in selling the security before
maturity, In case of equity or mutual
funds, there is a window open at any
time for a sale transaction, For a listed
debt security it is theoretically possible

limit of maximum permissible 151Ns,
Third, the issuer may like to take
ad\lamage nEthe changln,glnmut rate

Investors away, and hence Is p

regime, back their,

This becones anabogous toa ﬂ.mcldepaglt
with a bank that can be withdrawn
any time after it is opened subject to the
minimum perl.od anda penalty clause.
Th

rity and issue a new one, This helps in
treasury management. Fourth,depend-
ingon the market conditions, the lssuer
may pelee it better as it gives the option

market

works, Unlike a bank depositwhich has
a fixed principal and interest, a bond
which 1s redeemed in advance will
have avariablevalue depending on the
market conditions. Hence while the
coupon rate is fixed, the capital
redeemed before maturity will not be
50, This Is an issue also with investing
directly in government securities,
which is possible through the trading
window offered by the Reserve Bankof
India. The nuances need to be under-
stood before investing,

A pertinent conundrum for the
issuer is that once there is a "put”
option, provisions have to be made
periodically for possible redemption,
This will mean having an active trea-

to be sold, but there may not be buy
as few securities are liquid. The absence
of liquidity is the biggest challenge
where the secondary market is not
active for mest securities. Unlike equity
which is unique to a firm, a company
would have multiple bonds listed at
any point of time depending on the
number of public issuances. Further,
most buyers are Institutions who
would hold the securities to matuwrity
to match their liability tenures.
Itisagainst this background that the
Securitlesand Exchange Board of Indla's
(SEBI) recent move to allow companie

security
would be similar as the value would not
be the issue price but some-

ofearly nto or. The
coupon rate offered could be slightly
lower with this option

surywhich funds areavailable,
‘While this holds even for instruments
that are redeamed on the due date, the
exercise becomes periadic for such
bonds, This could mean borrowing in
the market ortaking a loan from finan-
clal institutions to repay such debt in
case normal business operations donot
generate the requisite funds.
[§ ing t

bond mar-

thing different based on being provided. Fifth,
%Mh’oondltlaugs.gx- Developing the fora IoweLra_ted com-
it ascenario of ris- any, such issuances
ing I‘;amrest rates, the ml?om.bond m"k..t ﬁmy a "put” option
value could be lower, toinclude more retall  would work better as
Therefore froman inves-  players Is a necessity,  investors can redeem
tor point of view, this To do this, one has to before
should read well as it mi- hat h depending on  the
micsto ala.rge extent the mimic what P in lent dit,
preferved bank deposit, the conventional For all categories of
What could be the banking sector investors the “put”
i acompany option would work as it

to announce a veluntary “put” option
should be seen. In simple terms, an
Issuer of debt has the chulce tn glve the
hoice to red rity
before maturity at gpeclflc points of
time post-issuance subject to a mini-
mum halding ofone year. There ave req-
uisite approvals to be secured from the
board for this purpose, The valuation
norms for this “put” option have been
specified as also the minimum amount
of the issue size under this umibrella The
regulation is comprehensive,
Dn the faceofit, havinga* put’nptmn
on isaver: o idea. It Is

to have a "put” option?

The first is that it would have access to
awiderinvestorbase, Sebi has made the
concept optional to the issuer and also
given the prerogative to choose the cat-
egory of investors who qualify. It could
be specified for only retall or all

is mot necessary to
redeern but Ls an alternative. Individu-
als,in fact,already invest in some non-
redeernable securities like the govern-
ment floating bond. A better return for
the investor on the corporate bond with
the"put”optionwould bea betteralter-

Second, the “put” i
would gowith a different International
Securities Identification Number (ISIN)
and not clubbed with the existing
mandatery limit placed by the regula-
tor an the number of 1SINs that can be
|ssued inayear. It wr.lu]d thus ena'hle

natlve, lally if the rating is high.
Thereiom Sebi's move Is very good
and a big step in the direction of
adding depth to the corporate bond
market, It also opens the doors for
retail investors to enter this segment,
However, some awarengss pro-
houldb jed outsothat

not mandamry as of now, bt it may be

of
re- lgsu]ns a securlty 1f It has hit tl\e

investors know how the bond market

ket to Include more retail playersisa
necessity, To do this, one has to mimic
what happens in the conventional
banking sector where deposits are
offered with certain flexibility. The
“put” option largely addresses a major
concern for any household, Intultively
it can be seen that this dea will resonate
well where the company is rated AdA or
AA, The risk factor for a lower rated
Eaper will always be overwhelming
ecause a possible defaultwillbe a con-
sideration, A way out would be to con-
sider providing *bond insurance” much
like deposit insurance where Issuers
would have to pay the insurer to provide
coverof upto €5 lakh asis the case with
bank deposits. This could be an issue
which can be further deliberated,

Views are personal

Gaming goldmine and a yaksha prashna

ANURAAG SAXENA

CED, E-Gaming Fedemtion

To realise its potential as a gaming powerhouse, India
must adopt an approach that promises innovation,
investments, and a friendly regulatory environment

FSNATCHING DEFEAT FROM the jaws of
victory” s often quoted when describing
India’s policy position on many lssues his-
torically, Beyond military, geopolitical,
and diplomatic (misjalignments, this
dacehas alsob lied to Indias ecn-

nomic policies of the past — be it pledg-
Ing our gold away, creating the Licence-
Raj behemoth, demonising wealth
creation, or rindexing on |

tion is inclined towards gaming, as the

o-to choice of entertainment. Our
grandfathers listened to the radio, our
fatherswent to the cinema, we browsed
the internet,and the next generation is
choosing games. The increased pene-
tration of smartphones and affordable
internet access has contributed to the
industry's growth by making it more

economicmadels, .
In short, to paraphrase economist

Ible. Despite these factors, Indla’s
gaming industry has been unable to
late this success into

technology to compete globally. While
there have b bl stories

gaming pawerhouse India must adopt

such as the rise of home- grown game
developers and esports platforms, the
Industry still lacks the robust infra-
structureavailable in more mature mar-
kets, Government support and private
sector investments are crucial to build-
ing state-of-the-art gaming studios,
research and centres, and

a multi h that fosters
innovat Em attracts lnvegtn\emg and
ere:

ment. Collaboration belween the gov-
ernment, industry stakeholders, and
academia can drive research and devel-
opment, creating high-quality games
and cutting-edge technologies. Maore-

training facilities, F‘urther, fostering a
conduclve environment for start-ups

over, ing competitive gaming
canboost reventeand position Indiaas
a hub for international gaming tourna-

utiveofficer from Noel Quinnwitha d Angus 1,India has beenveryeffi- prospect. and providing access to mentsand events, This, in tuen,will gen-
global lender, HSBC won' tglued.era:lgon the financlal benefits of its restructur- cient at Iettingsnofva]ue ithas cmated The lack of effective To address the funding and hi| d-ordereffects, employment
ing until its full-year results in early 2025, although analysts are expecting cost monetisation strategles can spur innovation and opportunities, inbound tourlsm, invest-
o cutsworth hundreds of milllons of dollars, repeat to this day, is a primary reason for revenue shortfall, drivegrowthinthe sector.  ments, and contribute to the country's
Savings will come ﬁumcnllapsmg layers nilts matrlxof India s homee to 400 of the woeld's India's limited share of  gaming companies Aclear and supportive  economic growth,

thesame pl Cit- gamers, but only 1% of the gaming rev- lobal gaming revenue, must i and gul i rk India's gaming ind il d

Igmup'lw: Isinllamlg.Ellud.ery’sputchmlmnnrsunllincus enues. Had this been amy other sector, this ndian gamers still prefer N also s a necessary condi- like Yudhishthir stood be}urea)ﬂkm.

onfreeingits UKand Hong Kong| alobal dis wol i d te: free-to-play and in-app Mon“m'm. tion for the sustainable We need to answer some tough ques-

tractions so they better compete in thelr domestic retail and wol 1this drain, while pre- monetisation growth of the gaming thons, not emotionally but rationally. The

small comg Butjusta East-West Thissignificant cli phasi mium gaming options strategies Indu.myThe Indian gam- eountry has aunique opportunity totap

P UL ] splitinitsk fons: B, I ppedp fior icgrowth havenot gained popular- dlatory into this vast market and significantly
cllems ln F.umpe the UK, and the Americas will ¢ il d develog ithin th ity. Further, the gaming g and inconsis- share ofsl.oha]sammg Tev-

DAV.ES nt hank,while sim- However, Indiahasalsobeen flexingits mdustry ln Indla has been slow to tent polich cliffe states,cre- enue. By add aof

llan:llenls thmughuut Asia-Pacific, West Asia, and Forth Africa

muscle lately and has been extremely
transparent about its economic ambi-
tions. 5o, it India

Yaomberg willbe overseen from Hong Kong,
HSBC d it saw no Chi g influ-
behind P but the political sensitivitiesof hav

g Poamg F g
feet planted equally in Greater Chi d the UK Chinals justas con-
cemed about the LS increasing exploftation of glnhalrel]am:em the dollar to

lithcalal h 'JSuaboun"l— raccess tok

to transform its g:'amingindumyimu a
major economic powerhouse by address-

{sation meth-
ods such as advertising, subscriptions,
and virtual goods sales, To address this
revenue shortfall, gaming companies
must Inncwate and explore various
that resonate

Ing the key challenges and | ging the

pu
Theeplsade that most exposed HEM waswhen the US used its direct internal

supervision of the bank's activities —alegacy of HSBC's punishment for Mexican
money laundering breaches in 2012 — to extract information about a Chinese
client, telecoms firm Huawei Technologies Co. HSBC had no chalee but to give up
detalls that led to Huawel's chief financial officer — the daughter of its founder —
being arrested in Canada in 2018,

The fallout left HSBC d lons in
both east and west. The political standoff between the US and China hasn't
Improved since; If Donald Trump returns to the White House next January, things
could get even more tricky for any business caught in between.

Thestory HSBC tells Its restructuring is solaly ialeffick
and shareholder returns, rather than geopolitical defences, That's understand-
able; even talking about ‘the latter risks causing problems more than providing
amwr.'rg U]t]mate]y, HSBC wants to mmaln aglobe-striding financierof trade and

and within hemi

The key driver behind India’s mas-
sive gaming community is the coun-

try's young and tech-savvy poy fon

with the Indian audience. It cnuld

ating a challenging environment for
businesses and hindering the industry's
overall development. Harmonising reg-
ulationsat the national level and ensur-
ing consumer protection through
robust policies will instil confidence
among investors and gamers allkl-_ I'ur

mthLs.atlrm,mfrastrul:tum,and regu-
lation, India can unlock the full paten-
tial of its gaming industry and emerge
as a formidable player on the global
stage. The journey towards realising this
vision will require concerted efforts
from all stakeholders, However, the
d helvi

involve tailored content,

ther,ac

pri mg, and Imprnvlng the gam]ng

With the median age in India being 28
years, a large segment of the popula-

"The industry also mqu tires substan-
tial investments in Infrastructure and

E EDITOR

Proceed cautiously

Apropos of “Tangoing with the
dragon® (FE, October 22), the Indian
foreign secretary announced an
Tuesday that China confirmed an

Mareover, creating a mu'dun sanitaire between eastern and wester
h € HQH(‘udJlneedasIngle

safety

t b its four-year
mikitary standoff with India, besides

central. and mmnh:nmﬁ
alsoadhere to data- sharing and pm(emnn ml- ineverycountry where It operates,

Nevertheless, the pl d new struct look like one that would make it
easlertocleave HEBC in hould ith tically necessary day. That
won't ever be a costless option — but it's wise tobe ready, just in case.

troops to pre
20020 levels, The news came just
shead of the Brics summit in Russia
where P Modi and President Xi
linping will be having a formal

interaction for the first time since Apsil
2020, Assuming that the patrolling
agreement heralds a return to status
quo ante, India shauldn't rebent on its
few past decisions like banning
Chimese apps or not allowing Chinese
firms to be a part of our development
of 5G and &G. Similarly, foreign direct
investment by Chinese firms should
be judged on a case-to case basis.
India's relations with China can be
repaired but at a slow pace and with
effort from both sides, Mearwhile,

pmaq',cybergecurlty,and fair play will
enhance the credibility of the Indian
gaming industry.

To realise its potential as a global

India must be cautious inits way
forward with a nation ke China. it
can't suddenly be business as usual.
—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Polluted cities

Pallutiaon crises are very commaon in
Indian cities. According to research,
airin about 40% of Indian cities is
sEvEn times mare polluted than the
linmit, Dy i i

economic pmgpen’f;, an Euhal recog-
nition—areworth the endeavour, India,
theuntapped giant of the garming woald,
is ready torise,

air pollution due to a lack of
services such as adequate transpart
management, suitable roads, and

L d distribution of i o
Indian cities can leamn from global best
practices and adopt policies that
combine conservation efforts with
economic incentives to foster an
wrban environment that secures a bess
polluted future for its citizens.

like Indlia, where urbanisation is
ongoing, are suffering from increasing

Saty Saurabh, Bhiwani
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Sharp practices

RBI right in reining in usurious micro lending

pinions are divided on whether the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) was justified in its

lm.'sl regulatory direction to four NBFCs

( ies) asking them to
‘cease und desist’ from sanctloning and disbursing
lnans Of the four NBFCs, two are microfinance

and two aref and credit
cmpmiuoﬁeﬂng retail and MSME loans, RBI has
cited their lending d spreads not beingin line
with its microfi regulati d Fair Practices
Code violations in support of its order.

Inaddition to their ‘usurious' loan
9%  pricing, RBI has found the NBFCs not

adhering to its income and asset
linil

classification norms, and not providing
mandated disclosures to borrowers, While
RBI has been criticised for being too harsh
on the NBFCs, experience in the last couple
of years suggests that it resorts to this
extreme measure only when repeated
warnings fail to vield results, Some new-age
lenders do seem to take compliance rather
lightly when it comes to chasi

segments of borrowers, RBLofficials have
warned lenders not to push the limits on
unsecured retail lending,

However, ifthe NBFCs concerned are 1o
take remedial action it is important for RBI
to clarify what it considers ‘usurious’ on the
pricing of loans, Prior to March 2022, there
was very little ambiguity on this because
RBI regulations had a clearly defined cap on
microfinance loans (officially defined as
collateral-free loans to households with less
than ¥3 lakh annual income). The cap was
serata 10-12 percentage point mangin over
the lender’s cost of funds or 2,75 times the
base rate of the top five commercial banks,
whichever was lower. In March 2022
however, noting that most lenders were
treating the rate cap as an informal
benchmark, RBI did away with the cap and
mandated that lenders not charge ‘usurious’
rates. However, recent reports of some
NBFCs extending loans at 40 per cent plus
with additional penalties and fees, suggest
that a section of the industry is flouting the
spirit of this regulation. Nor has
competition between lenders, as RBI hoped,
helped lower borrowing costs for really
needy borrowers, RBI should perhaps
consider going back to explicit norms on
lending rates for microfinance loans, Given
that two of the NBFCs affected by its order
are not microfinance lenders, RBI also needs
to clarifyif it is opposed to high rates only
with respect to microfinance loans or
frowns upon them for all borrowers, The
latter may not be a tenable position. With
sivvier retail borrowers relying on loans for
conspicuous consumption and risky
activities such as derivatives trading,
capping rates for all borrowers entails moral
hazard. Lenders also need freedom to price
loans to reflect default risks.

Finally, when putting out ‘cease and
desist’ orders, RBLalso needs tobear in
mind that many NBFCs now raise retail
maney through the bond markets, Sudden
business curbs on N'BFCs with retail bond
exposure can undermine confidence in this
still-nascent market.
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Iqunmyimnmwrypoorin
rurlla remote arcas due
cellular tower in nhldu.hcmnc

nies such as Indus Towers, which
results in higher leasi

ﬁrMNOudﬂnl off between

mmcflm&ﬁb:ftm 8o called

ks is

a ate
band versus the de Iuying cell sitesand

and rental costs.

o

l‘artlwlm:‘lghlmnrmnhmlwwu
Mt band of which 1,320 Mz across
the country was put into auction in 2022
remained unsold,

Henee, it is time to re-look at the

V SRIDHAR often far from the mobile handset. The BTS. Thist lcullymuh:inhlghcr rrwmpdmo!thmwb(-ll:bmdlln
KR MAHAADEVAN signal quality drops as the distance prices for the low frequency bandssuch — the fons, R
increases, a:‘?wmmandlﬂmrpﬂmforhmh that the number of cell sites required to
Further, ds i as 3. 3GHzand 26 provide equivalent geographic 5G speed
hemmpcﬁomnct that is used, lhemllmoimdl.a GHz bands. The average winning bid coverage with 700 MHz is about
Ty the waves pricesof 700 MHz, 3.3 GHe and 26 GHz one-fourth with that using the mid-band
Nl?u poor leading to sigmlqunli:y. in the 2022 spectrium auctions were rum such as 1800 MHz.
.iulhorl:y MI:?I‘RM) which in turn affects voiee and dara $0,32, 80,054, 80,0012 per MHz per ‘The availability of 600 and 700 Mz at
indicates transmission. The high frequency radio 1. In Delhi, the reserve price for 700 ngsron ate price Tﬂmu will encourage
mrmhnnﬁ<-and S(«Maumln wwoneanwpmmllon MHz price was §1.84 per MHz per tJl acqul cnoughmnm
I o wircless data usage ar Tow capita, much higher than in many
nluultﬂ].?lndm 26 per cent lpcﬂmm{ul'lrn referredto countrics. inmnhlrﬂl Bwnlnurbuuau‘u.lhc
Iwhf indicating the huge uptake nsub(- rum). e oof the main 4 ini
nn s services, The Mobile Network Operators thiewinning bid prices in spectrum in- dwrcmv"r;fc
However, the quality of service of (MNOs) often use the two sides of the auctions is the reserve price or the thewldcly mldhmd(s mris
even plain old telephony enour mobile  coln: spectrumand the BTSs 10 starting bid price at the beginning of the
networks continues to be very poor, We coverage and quality of service, If the mlion.]n Ind.habomlx.!s Mllzper Ttlsnmnlmmdcpm from the
continue o get call cspochﬂy :Ev:lmmhddlrytheuprmar islessor
insidie buildings and on & the MNO does not have adequate ofl.i-ma-lns\nl onhlnck inthe lhrl'lnnlngblci!'prmlnlhrpmdw
According o the recent Ookla Tow ncy spectrum, then they spectrum auction heldin October 2006, auction. This method provides no room
Test report, India sllppcd.l:om should deploy more cell sites and BTSs However, due tonobidding activityin for decreasing the reserve price. We can
m:ion in the average mobile o cover a specific area, this band, possibly duc to high reserve use Simultancous Multiple Round
band speeds with 92 Mbpsand 8 Ilowmr.lhcﬂ-]lul.lr towers and the prices at an average of $1.16 per MHz

Mbyps as the downlink and the uplink

L respectively.
The TRALinitiated Quality of Service
(Qo8) regulation in 2000 and revisited
the measurement and metrics in 2009,
and 20012, However, despite these
maeasures, the overall gual
rience often is not e for

::np'mmrl, Realising the ume.wl
floated a consultation paper on
developing new norms and metrics for
mobile broadband service in 2023,

“The moot question is what is the root
cause for the poor network quality?

are capital
intensive. Most of the MNOsoften lease
this acoess infrastructure from tower

The availability of 600 and
700 MHz at appropriate
price Kolnts will encourage
tllc MNOs to acquire
enough spectrum for
improving 5G penetration
especially in rural arcas

Amndinf (SMRA) auctson, invented by

per capita, the whole ot went unsold. the Nobel Laurcates Milgrom and
™ ] held in 2021 Wilson, with enough rails that is
alsowitnessed no activity in this band. proven to induce “truthful bidding”.

Finally, in the avction held in July 2022,

1 we reduce the reserve o

about 2X 10 MHz per LSAwas pickedup  allow the methodology and the market
by oncofthe MNOs acrossall LSAsatan todetermine winning prices, we are sure
average winning bid price of 8032 which o witness the MNOs picking up the yet

is equivalent to the reserve inmost

od'thhe LSAs, i
However, the metro areas of Delhi,

Murnbai and Kolkata wi da

unsold 600 and 700 MH: spectrum
bands. Only then that we will be able to
realise the true benefits of SG and

ks,

very
high price of $1.84, 81,54, and $0.74,
respectively, In effect, a large amount of
inthis ed

Sridhar i Professor, and Mahasderan i an MSe

Long-term steps needed to control food inflation

From the supply side, farmers need remunerative prices through better post-harvest management and marketing support

—
A Amarender Reddy
Tulsd Lingareddy

ndia's food inflation, after

decelerating toa 13-month low of

about 54 per cent in Julyand 5.6 per
cent in August 2024, once again jumped
upto®.2 percent in ember 2024,
Tguppnwm 31anin l'oodlnﬂnlm
during July and As 2024 was largely
omaccount of b se effect inalmost
all sub-groups of the Consumer Food
Price [ndrx (CI".PI) '.I'hrinﬂatiunof

0f35.9 per cent in Sfplrmb-cl 20‘”}4 from
6.8 percent and 10.7 per cent registered
i July and August 2024 mmh’ﬂ}‘.
the hi hbmel‘m:l diminis!

Persistence of high food inflation
adversely affects vulnerable sections,
O the supply side, farm output needs
better policy support.

BEHIND HIGH FOOD INFLATION
Inflation of cereals and products

remained clevated in the of 71017
Ercml for over two years, since August

Change in cultivated area and MSP of major
crops during 2019-20 to 2023-24" (%)
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« However, the infl f oils and

bllxmll!pwmll

for over four decades
wmpm:d:mlwmcln)ir]dsormnjw
cereals

The cultivation of these erops s largely
confined to un-irfigated nnrm:rglnll
lande, This kharif, area under pulses
expanded moderately
while that under oilsceds increased only
Iy 2.7 per cent over the same last
ynr.ammmjmp!:lm.on turand

OO i increase,
whereas urad rqmmd an 8 percent.

i oAl g
registered an increase in area by 9
went, while soyabean posted marginal
increase of 2.5 per cent till October 7.

shift for cultivation of oilsecds and
pulses could plausibl bconmounlot
uncertainties due to

[procurcment at MSP, M«sofollﬂcch.
particularly soyabean and sunflower
Tave been falling steadily over the past

wlwiwl‘ mdﬂ:.ldl'mmlhnt
esale trends
There is limited Lo ey

pulses imports givent rlwmml

availability. erqullltr measures are

22, Further, prices of pulses and fats turned positive with a 2.5 per cent per cent and 9 per P Py vith
ucts recorded a double Increase in September 2024, Further, the wllllcthﬂwl of pul nd li e resilient
IE increase ranging fromabout 10-21 per increase in ¥ P dafalltheirarea Further,  and pmim mkpmmlmopumnl
Guardian cent since June 2023, Tur (red gram), dibleofls with effect from Sep M.sl'ulnu}ﬂr[ullmlndndheedﬂ‘nt use of scaroe natural resourees like soil
clnnn(ncngdg:.ml}mdumd (black ::Q:Mm?d:cw‘hlmm"mhf“m Kkharif 2024-. awﬁmmlltynmul nhn:t?n:rr.lm rq:nll)'viulwrruurc
A Demeocratic government is the one we need gram) have led thisincrease, ts up nthe com nsmun: 68 per cent but, the progress in their that farmers recelve remunerative
1t s hard to imagine a worse canddate for the Amenican presidency in s"“‘""]!"' Bet Jop domest ill October 7, 2024 P"'mbﬁf"mw"ﬂ'"‘apﬂﬂ -harvest
2024 than Donald J Trumgp, Mis history of dishonesty, hypocrisy and greed ll‘l'k" (MSF) of indicated a limited increase in selected
rrakes him wholly unbit for the ofhce, A second Trump term would erode Inmlcofmolrlhn Mperml:durlng mnjr.llpulmmdnl secds were crops. Therefore, the impactof MSPon — and Inllnl.ﬁ
the rule of Liw, diminksh America’s global standing and deepen racial and most mnnmm«mwzunumhe immlcdslr.niﬂmnl]yb}'mom:hanw acreage is somewhat uncertain, while
cultural divides. Even i he kses, Mr Trump has shown that he wil m:urlund.nilundl‘m ; t e nfllm ast yields have not really risen. Aemarenider Reddy it bt Duector, ICAR-Hational
underming the election process, with allies spreading unfounded ¥ (negative | years (see graph). But, onlymoong The per hectare vields of major pulses  inatitute of Botic Stress Masagemant (CARNSSM),
conspirac resuks. There or limFrbmrylﬂBummdechﬂp (green g ¥ aﬂdolllctd.lindu‘inglur.urld.mn& Reaipur, Tubh b Senior Econsmin, Sustainable Finance
Hepublcans - such as the forme vice preslduml)xl\chﬂ!q who po P import yabean wi d exy thelr vab have ined Mumbal personsl
refused to support Mr Trump owing to the threat he poses. Gen Mark
Mill ¢y, the chairman of the joint chiefs of stalf under Mr Trump, calls his
farmer boss a “fascist”. America was founded in opposition to absshite
monarchy. waeom ocross ® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by email 1o bl ¢ by ot b thi Edoe’, The Hindi Butiness Ling, g3, 850860, Anna Salsi, O
THE “ﬁ” | S"['REETJU“RN‘M_L BRICS Anearly temptation 1o go infor a gven the historical contest and Gabwan Valley clash, have made it inchuding the trarspart system and
Unitied thiy may well be in their "] recenit bension wiary of fully trusting China’'s roads o that the Kashmirl apples can
AR Frustration with I of China whode Fations. However, the news that the commitments. While being cautious,  move swiltly from Kasheir to various
‘What Real Russian Interference Looks Like dollar, inreabity each BRICS nation Py Ty ey twe wwal  partsofindia. The farmers should be
Wiackmir Putin®s meddling in the US. election won't matter 1o the reswl. But the s prienee bilateral relations with the tag of a stable tendes for globul WWNMFMM[M with China Ehven whole-hearted Suppost 4o that
same can't bcmdhrnmm!»emoq.a;nw:remlmudm inithe Black U And P exchis L thons. BRICS would perh Gregory Fernandes thery can make varkous other food
Sea nations of G ik Cu_m. st round of ertargied as much, in the resultant meedtowait for couple of decades dmwﬂwﬂ neuwwng Mt items from the apples e uices,
its tial election, i il i gains Mt il s Jaiis, elles and other sweets 30 that
def Termibership a8 4 national ur.uep( There is reed for caution. Now tha R garding Boost: shmiiri appl !
objective, The: d S04 1o 4967, Pre BRICS hat a central bank it may i Ihﬂ.hmmhﬂﬂmdlmdwc This is with ref e artiche By bevying heiny imps 10N
presadent Maia Sandu led with 42.45% but faded to gain an outright magority, On ll‘MlthlMlnpwmlk\llﬂ conficts s for L apples’ (October apples, the aut horities can help the
Pav. 3 shel face off againat an op pported by the pro-Russtan Party of tooscan B China disengagement, trust s fragile and 22). Theg sell their apples
Wumxmwm-m- k at of Election dollar diven trade and bringintothe  Indias trust in China over " hina's act Igr = at > aper rate,
! i equation the reliied & India's past apple farmers. The suthorities Veena Shenoy
lnn«hd«i‘larp «*mwmm S monetary part of BRICS aperations. :Jwg:MLAClmbunmtloui eaperiences, especially alter the should improve infrastruciure Pharg
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In e-comm, trust is vital

Brands must meet evolving consumer expectations

—
M Muneer

ver since the pandemic,
E riseof online shopping has

reshaped consumer habits
ghobally, including in India, As the
furst wave of festival sales online
has ended, this preference for
premium brands, larger packs and
surfing with intention to buy
brands that are chosen but for
better deals are all visible.

Looks like trust hasemerged as
the most valuable asset for brands
aiming 1o capture the attention of
cautious shoppers. With the
online sales festivals, consumers
are more careful about where they
spend their money, secking
reliability and

REVIEWS. Key in anline sales

turn negative situations into
positive experiences,

Enhance online service: A
study indicates that
SLOMICT SCFVice remainsa
sore Issue with customers for cart
abandonment — 47 per cent
consumers cite itasa critical
s, Iimnd:nu:d:oin\\-:t in

With the e-commerce sector
expected tocross S180 billion by
2025, brands lh:\:d. w :ud.lpt tothe
evolving exp
consumers who-are now mare
tech-savvyand
information-hungry th
'1\1ur has become even

Tvice

—mulu]mp.ual support, live chat,

and s[md:qmn resolution, This
their service quality

perception.
L ge SEQ and Google

seller ratings: Strong ratings and

views, combined with robust

-arch engine optimisation

), will have a direct impact

on consumer trust. Brands using

actively rese: :mh brands online
before making purchases.

KPMG India reports that 65 per
cent of Indian shoppers prefer to
read reviews or search for product

ratings before buying onl 1 dara for SEO and
Moreover, consumers in l‘h:!& 3 integrate Google Seller Ratings
re more likely torelyon et higher visibility and more

click
Showcase reviews on product
pages: Such displays will havea
major impact on purchasing
decisions. A Nielsen study points
out that 58 per cent of consumers
are more likely tobuy a product if
they see positive user-generated
content on product pages.
Inrecent years, issues suchas
ility, ethical sourcing,
and CSR have gained traction.
The Indian Retail Industry Report

d gital platforms and ¢-commerce
websites to evaluatea brand’s
trustworthinmess.

WINNING TRUST
How many brands can win trust
when it comes to online sales?
They must adopt comprehensive
plans that go beyond simple
advertising, Hereare some
effective steps:

Emphasise authentic reviews:
A Local Circles survey found that

82 percent of Indians look for s that 54 p\runtot’urlnn

authentic reviews and feedback shnpp;r\ prefer brands that

before making online purchases, d acommitment to
Ihy during th hical practices, such as fair

seasonwhen buying decisions
peak, For brands, collecting and
displaying reviews on third-party
platforms such as Amazon,
Flipkart, or niche product review
platforms have proven tobe
crucial. Ensuring these reviews

1

wages, eco-friendly packaging,
and community support.

A 2022 PwC report suggests
that brands using sentiment
analysis tools to customer
feedback can make timely
iimterventions to mitigate negative

are dible builds a per 1 addition,
1m5m'orlh\'on]incim.1g\' predictive analvti nables

Iy with feedback: il purchasing
Brands‘::rmaﬂmg with both trends and adjust their marketing

positive and negative feedback
tend tohave stronger consumer
nods. A 2022 EY report on
consumer behaviour suggests
that 72 per cent of shoppers feel
more connected to brands that
promply address their concerns,
specially when dealing with
issues, returns, o
¢ Effect

plans accordingly, thereby
enhancing trust.

Inthe virtual marketplace
where trust is the ultimate lwoury,
those brands that build it will
relgn supreme.

The weiter b5 3 Forune-500 advisor, start-up
inwestor and co-founder of the noarprofit

thehindubusinessline.
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Subrata Roy enters alite club with Boeing

Mr Subrata Roy, Managing Worker and Chairman of the Sahara Group, has
exchusree kst of the rich and the famous who hop into their cwn
and fiy around the world for business or pleasure. A leased Boeing
nore popularly referred to as BB, which is to be used by Mr Roy,
ini's Indira Gandhi International Airport late this evening,

N‘rncg«s ml block for :aptuw consumptmn

bry the Coal Ministry. NTPC can now control the hm cost for a new power
plant, which constitutes around 50 per cent of the tariff,

World oil price at new highs
World ol prices vaulted to record highs,
York crude, s traders sweated oves
China . et crude for delvery
in Decernber, set a record $55.50 a barrel and ‘m.s"\c\] at a record setthement
¥ S55.17, up 70 cénts on the day, on Friday,

stirring fears of $60-a-barrel New
&5 and rampant,

-
L
ADIKESAVAN S

inance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman recently

anks will
pla\'aplwml role in making

Ty 2047 ‘l‘hL- vision of a Viksit Bharat,
centred on economic growth, social
progress, and good governance, places
Indian banks at the heart of these
indtiatives.

Banks® participation in India's
economic growth must come from their
own balance sheet growth. The more
deposits banks accumulate and the more
theylend, the greater their contribution
tonational growth, Due to the clean-up
of both corporate and banks’ balance
sheets, and the institutionalisation of
the IBC, which empowers lenders,
Indian banks are now better positioned
to fuel the country’s growth trajectory.
With growth rates projected at ove:
percent, and potentially & per cent,
India is on course to becoming the
third-largest economy by 2027,

However, catching up with China
the world’s second-largest ecomomy —
will take much bonger. Asimple
logarithmic calculation reveals that even
if Indiia were to grow at twice the rate of
China, it would take about 37 vears for
their economies to reach parity, given
that China’s economy s currenthy about
four times the size of India’s. That said,
India’s recent growth rates offer hope.

e of the underappreciated
outcomes of India’s growthis the
significant expansion of its financial
institutions, with a few surpassing
international organisations like the
‘World Bank and the IMF in size. This
remarkable achi nent has not
e d the public attention it

1'\rnh:mn by, the Bretton Wood
twins, led by the West, were seenas
financial giants to whom the Global
South turned for assistance in times of
crisis. India was no exception. In 1991,
India had to secure an emergency credit
of $2.2 billion from the IMF by pledging
67 tonnes of gold as collateral to tide
over a forex crisis. This remains a
rankling memory,

Fast forward to today, India's foreign
exchange reserves are nearly $700
billion, making it the fourth-largest
reserve holder, just behind Switzerland
with $800billion, Simultancously, the
balance sheets of Indian financial
institutions have grown impressively.

Asof June last year, the World Bank's
balance sheet stood at $347 billion,
whiibe India's lrgest lender, the State
Bank of India (SBI), beasted a balance
sheet of $307 billion. Even the second

BUBUE

think -bl .7

Our banks must be
big, strong, global

EXPAND REACH. Indian ba
ild grow further and

The:

in size than the World Bank and IMF.
int in the Global Si

uth

largest bank by skze in India, HDFC
Bank, has assets of $430 billion. For
context, the IMF's balance sheet w
around §560 billion.

India’s financial muscle has also
enabled it toextend international

assistance. Last year, India extendeda $1
billion loan to Sri Lanka through SBI,
while the IMF and ether global lenders
took two

rs merely to reschedule Sri

‘Sxi].m!cu\
cconomic sovercignty. IMF loans often
come with stringemt standard
conditions born out of the “Washington
Consensus”, Recently, Ke:
struggling African nation, received a
£3.7 billion loan from the IMF, but with
typical conditions of tax hikes and
:I:b‘-ld\'\lll: sparking widespread

ia prepares to become the

101 India to be taken

v on the global
financial stage, at least
three to four Indian banks
must rank among the top
20 global banks within the
next 15 years

jon by 2047, several key
fow should India
position itselfas a global power? How
«can its financial institutions support the
country’s ascent tocoonomic
leadership? And can India createan
independent financial support system
for smaller economibes in the Global
South, providi alternative to the

percent in nominal terms, driving
corresponding balance sheet growth.
Supporting Global South economies:
Sevond, India must increase i
assistance to countries in the
South, particularly in Africa. C| hlm has
expanded its international influence
through institutions like the China
Development Bank and the 2
1 ion. Similarly,

IMEWorld Imnlnmhicl’

NECESSARY CONDITIONS
There are at least three necessary
conditions to be fulfilled for Indiato
establish itself as a leading global
OMiC POWeT.
xpansion of Indian financial
tutions: First, Indian banks must
i and influence. Currently,
four largest banks by asset
size are Chinese, far ahead of Western
banks like JPMorgan Chasc and HSEC.
SBIand HDFC Bank do not figure in the
top 30. For India to be taken seriously
onthe global financial stage, at least
three to four Indian banks must grow
theirassets {mainly domestically) to
rank among the top 20 global banks
within the next 15 vears. With the
economy expected to grow at 7-8 per
centannually, credit growth, (including
lending te infrastructure by the large
banks) will need 1o accelerate by 15-16

(¥

India \nll!umlucullm1hmu|d|rh|.'
government or a sovereign wealth fund,
provide development assistance in the
form of grants, soft Loans, and
technology transfers, Without such
imitiatives, India" rise may not bestow
corresponding relevance.

Ensuring economic inclusivity: Last,
India must ensure that the benefits of
development are shared equitably. This
mcans not only focusing on wealth
creation but also job creation to raise
imcomes acrossall sectors of society. A
truly Viksit Bharat can only be red alised
when “economic democracy” is
achieved, lifting millions out of poverty
and into the fold of national progress.

With thoughriul strategies and bold
moves, Indian banks and financial
institutions can help the country achieve
its vision of becoming “developed™ by
2047,

The weite i acommentatir on basking and france

Ethanol blending needs policy push

Parshweati Saha

story for the Indian sugar industry

over the last decade. Let us go back
intime to trace the process. In 2012,
the industry was semi-decontrolled.
The Rangarajan Committee set up by
the then government to look at the

I thas been a spectacular growth

season, with seasons 2017-18, 2018-19
and 2020-21 secing bumper sugar
production.

The annual sugar production of the
country outpaced the total annual
sugar consumption requirement,
leading to over-availability of sugar.
Excess sugar supplyled to reduced
prices, straining revenues while costs

long-term wsumnlnhlvuflh\ sector related to. sugarcans payments mn‘d
made several key causing fi

One of the key reforms was industry.
dismantling the levy obligation for
sourcing PDS sugar at a price below the BIG CHALLENGE

market price.

The Indian Sugar and Bio-energy
Manufactarers Association (ISMA),
formerly known as the Indian Sugar
Mills Association, plaved a signifi
rol aping public opinion. The
positive effects of the refe started

The game-changing moment for the
industry arrived when the government
announced the ethanol blending

Mme.
a\ghﬂugh the programme faced
initial hiccups due to pricing and

tural issues,

reflecting scon. However, it faced yet
another challenge.

Through the efforts of sugarcane
farmers and thuugm- ||ul|1 the

announced by the government in 2018
fast-tracked the progrimme and gavea

PRICING POLICY. Must be consistent

blending within the next two years.
Monsoon uncertainties and the
persistent debate about food vs fuel
have foreed the government totake a
more conservative approach and
balance food security with ethanol
production.

This was cudcnt last year when the

estimate for

strong m||1¢m.s
production «fﬂh:mol bwrucl
Th

country
production from the 2010-11 wr

:hallcngc ofachin:\'in; 20 percent

the country had 1o be lowered due to
initial scanty monsoon rains over
Karnataka and Maharashtra. In

response, the government im
mﬁun the pggdunivn of ethanol
from sugarcane juice and B-heavy
molasses, and imposed a complete ban
O SUZAr EXPOTTs.

Going forward, it is crucial to ensure
the steady availability of raw materials
and feedstocks for the ethanol

mme. The industry is working
o increase cane sereage in the
country so that the cane crop is
assured.

With rising sugarcane prices and
incremental cost of ethanol
production, the sugar industry expects
a higher procurement price for the
ethanol to be supplied by the mills, This
will provide the desired quantity of
ethanol to progress towards the target
of 20 per cent ethanol blending,

Aconsistent ethanol pricing policy
that compensates the ethanol
production costs incurred by sugar
millsis the need of the hour,

The weriter it a journalist and ormer sugar industry
ot
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EASY

ACROSS DOWN

1.Stain (1) 2. Ubtimate (4)

B Made an expressive sign (8) 3. Normal (5)

2. Stronghaid (4) 4, Parts of shoes (5)

10. Contradiction, opposition (5)
13. Bay's name; old Irish blood

fanee (4)

16. Second-hand (4)

17. Let fall {4}

18, Be at an anghe (4)

20, Was not awake (5)

24 Talk as though debricus (4)
25. Mockery (8)

26, Former newspaper

centre (56)

& Land cul

5. Firearm spirally grooved (5)
wation {11)

7. Accumulating reserves (11)
1 irong, cut of order (5)
em of gym apparatus (5)
14, Thin, very uncommon (4}

19. Subject rc'u-sc s sion l5J
refated to onions (5)

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

1. Killed off a5 mirth in the Southeast started

dwindling (11
& Made signs tha
9. Trading-post full of rat

13, Liatl

France (5)
24, Enchusiast

¢ roviey

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2553

ACROSS 1. Portable 4 Afar B

DOWN 1. Parish 2. Radio 3. Lugin &

rged set of variations (8)

10 Opposing wills collkdng for a pound in ready money (5)
by little, a boy was fine in Ireland (4)

16. Took advantage of one as one was wont in the past (4)
17. Don't go on with a bit of liquid medication ()

18. Be inclined to take part in the lists (4) 14,
20, Was perhaps dreaming of farst |

thrown out on kraving Ve
25, One is rid of disruption caused by mockery (8)
26. Whiere journalists were quick 1o put seter straight (5.6) 23, Drink one will get in in opposite derections (4)

r 20. Rum 21,k
15. Spares 16. Brandy 18. W

DOWHN
2. Amodel of the Foot that shauld endure (4)

3. Normal part for Santa Claus, unbess he's upset (5)
4, Cads one kicks back out of the scrum (5)

5. Plunder an infantryman's best friend? (5)

starters (4)

W AMONG SEVen in

11. There's something wrong with a schoolteacher (female) (5)
12. This sense of heroin s commaon (53

it isnt easy to find meat so underdone (4)

15. Lostone’s balance or one's heart (4)

19. 1t is 1o be developed as article the writer is given (5)

na (4)

d 19, Hedge

s 22 Don 23, Seek 24, Adulterny

21, Viegetables that lock smooth and glossy head-to-tail (5)
22, There's a name for an exclesiastic in a previous sense (5)

BUBUE



