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Politicising the laddu
The Ti ti laddu issue should be
limited to one of quality control

serious — the adulteration of ghee (clari-

fied butter) — used in the making of Tine-
pati's famed laddu prasadam - with “foreign fat”,
The charges were made by no less than Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) leader and Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu himself,
and his son and Minister Nara Lokesh, on Sep-
tember 18, against his predecessor and Leader of
the Opposition, Y.5. Jagan Mohan Reddy of the
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP),
Since then, the issue has snowballed into a free-
for-all, with leaders of Mr. Naidu's central alliance
partner, the Bharativa Janata Party (BJP), seeking
an ‘independent investigation'. Former BJP MP
Subramanian Swamy has even sought a Supreme
Court-monitored probe, Unsurprisingly, as The
Hindu has reported, the adulteration charges do
not seem to have deterred devotees from making
the arduous journey to the hilltop temple, nor
has it slowed down the sale of the laddus, The
timing of these charges, close to State elections,
where the BJP faces tough challenges to retain
power in Haryana and Maharashira, raises con-
cerns of their being politically motivated, and in-
deed irresponsible, having been made by a con-
stitutional authority of Andhra Pradesh.

In the quality test by the Centre for Analysis
and Learning in Livestock and Food (CALF), in
Anand, Gujarat (National Dairy Development
Board affiliated) the laddu samples were received
on July 9, and the results submitted on July 16,
But Mr. Naidu announced its indings in Septem-
ber. Moreover, the analysis mentions a range of
what it considers to be ‘foreign fat' - from soy-
bean, olive, sunflower, rapeseed, and cotton
seed, to fish oil, palm oil and beef tllow and lard.
The extent of the contamination {‘foreign fat') in
the ghee which was sent by the Tamil Nadu-based
supplier AR, Dairy in Dindigul, is unclear, The
CALF has also added an array of caveats. The
apex body for food quality checks is the Ghazia-
bad-based National Food Laboratory (NFL). So,
why did the State government not send the sam:
ples to the NFL for final verification? It is to be
noted that on July 29, an executive officer of the
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) had said
that AR. Dairy would be blacklisted as its sam-
ples had contaminants beyond ‘vegetable oil'. In
the wake of this controversy, the argument from
the Hindutva right to remove temple administrs-
tiom, including the TTD, from the state’s purview
and return it to *hereditary custodians’, is oppor-
tunistic and faulty, as the Supreme Court has
upheld the Hindu Religiouws and Charitable En-
dowments laws across States. An issue that must
be limited to quality control should not be al-
lowed to metamarphose into one of commurnal
muck-raking.

Tnumphsquared
India’s chess double win was
by L, lemnnnnf avers

ndia's double gold at the Chess Olympiad in

Budapest is an extraordinary feat: only two

other countries could do it in history. It
came as no surprise to the serious followers of
the game, though. The Indian women began as
the first seed and the men as the second in the
mind sport's most prestigious team event, for
which most of the workd's countries flew down o
the Hungarian capital. While the women's cam-
paign suffered a couple of sethacks twwards the
end, the men were absolutely dominant right
through. The men were so good that they scored
four points more than their nearest rivals, the
top-seeded United States. What stood out is the
fact that India"s twin triumph was fashioned by a
bunch of youngsters belonging to the golden gen-
eration of Indian chess. That should be a worry-
ing thought for India's opponents on the chess-
board as these champions can only get better and
will be playing at the Olympiad and other global
competitions for another decade or two. Besides
the team golds, India also won the individuasl
golds through I, Gukesh {aged 18), Arjun Erigaisi
(21), Divya Deshmukh (18) and Vantika Agrawal
(21). The Indian teams also included Chennai's
Grandmaster siblings R. Praggnanandhaa (19)
and R. Vaishali (23). It is also worth mentioning
that the Indian women's team did not have Kon-
eru Humpy, one of the strongest female players
in chess history.

Having stressed that, India's depth in the wis-
men's game is nowhere near that of the men's.
While there are several promising male players
outside the Olympiad teams, such as Nihal Sarin
and Raunak Sadhwani, it is not quite so in Indian
women's chess. Indias chess administration
should try to use the great success of its women
at Budapest to promote the game more aggres-
sively among girls. The women’s bench needs to
get stronger. The administrators also have o or-
ganise elite tournaments in India. The big stars of
Indian chess hardly ever play in the country, for
there are no events good enough for them. Viswa-
mathan Anand, the man who single-handedly re-
volutionised chess in India, never had an oppor-
tunity to play in a tournament other than a World
championship or World Cup at home after he be-
came one of the superstars of world chess, There
is the Tata Steel Chess India tourmament in Kolka-
tat, but its format is rapid and blitz, and not the
classical variety of the Olympiad. Players like Ar-
jumn and Divya have shown in the eastern metro-
polis how much a top-quality event like that
helps Indian players. Indian chess surely could
soar higher with more support from the govern:
ment and corporates,
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0 n the face of it, the allegations are rather

Weighing in on business as usual with China

ecent media pieces have speculated

on whether India's fraught relations

with China are headed towards a

relative thaw and suggestions are
being put forward for a more liberal attionde
towards foreign direct investment (FDI) from that
country, Such a policy prescription of doing away
with restrictions an Chinese FDI invodves 4
radical departure from the policy of linkage
between the state of borders and the state of
overall relations.

Speaking in Geneva on September 12, India’s
Minister of External AHairs . Jaishankar
remarked that about 75% of “disengagement
problems” with China have been sorted out but
the “higger issue” has been the increasing
militarisation of the border, Hours later, National
Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval met Member of
the Commumist Party of China (CPC) Political
Burean and Director of the Office of the Central
Foreign Affairs Commission, Wang Yi on the
sidelines of the Meeting of BRICS NSAs in St
Petersburg, Russia, The readout of the Ministry of
External Affairs noted that “both sides agn!ed to
work with urgem:y and redouble their efforts to
realize oo nent in the i
areas”. However, tlIET! was no indication of a
breakthrough in fations on di
in Depsang Plains and Demchok. Nor was there
any indication that India is reviewing its stance of
not normalising relations with China unless there
is restoration of peace and tranguillity in the
horder areas,

Following China's transgressions of the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) at multiple locations and
disturbing the status quo in Eastern Ladakh in
2020, what will constitute restoration of peace
and tranquillity in the border areas remains
unclear. Restoration of the status quo ante along
the LAC, which Indiz insisted on while resohving
earlier stand-off situations, is not being
mentioned. There is little visibility in the public
domain on the terms of disengagement that have
been worked out so far along the so-called
"friction points”. Reportedly, Indian border
forces ane unable to access at least 15 patrolling
points they were traditionally visiting in Ladakh.
Are we prepared to accept the “new normal™
created by China?

The economic commentary

Dhespite this national security situation, the
Economic Survey 2024 has tavoured India
pluging itself into China's supply chains throwgh
Chinese investments in India rather than
impaorting from China. This view has been echoed
by some economists and industry members who
seem to think of FDI from China as a panacea for
meeting India’s investment gaps and insufficient
presence in global supply chains. Most of these
commentaries fail to factor in the complex
dynamics of both India-China relations and the
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imperative of economic derisking vis-3+4s China.
The supposed dividends from closer

integration with the Chinese supply chains and

wooing investments from China are questionable,

China's demands

One, in recent Track-1.5 and Track2 dialogues,
Chinese schiolars and officials did not deny that
the status quo had been changed but expected
India to accept the altered facts and to move on
to full normaley in relations. They reiterated four
specific demands: a bevel playing feld for Chinese
companies; facilitation of visas; resumption of
direct flights; and permitting Chinese journalists
to bie stationed in Indis. India pointed out that
these issues were metely symptoms of a maore
fundamental problem that they had created, and
that they must redress it first.

India came away with the clear indication that
the Chinese were not yet prepared to
accommodate India either on the issue of the
barder or on other structural challenges in the
relationship. They appear to be engaged ina
game of attrition and expect the Indian side to
cave in incrementally and acquiesce to the new
Faets on the ground they have created in Eastern
Ladakh. Their playbook is one they have
successfully deployed in other theatres,
particularly the South China Sea.

The Chinese mindset is revealed in an
intemperate opinion pwce in the Global Times of
September & {"India’s diplomacy has a ‘s,
Jaishankar problem™), Though the article has
sinoe been removed from the English edition of
the People’s Daily-linked newspaper, it is available
in the far more influential Chinese edition.

Second, the Chinese are not inclined to
address India's long-standing problem of a huge
bilateral trade deficit and the impediments faced
by Indian companies in sccessing the Chinese
market. According to International Trade Centre
data, India's trade deficit with China exceeded
$105 billion in 2023 (up from §64 billion in 2021),
while its exports declined to $16 billion in 2023
from $23 billion in 2021, There has been no
improvement in India's import dependencies
vis-d-vis China in critical sectors, which is a source
of great vulnerability, as China has an established
track record of weaponising such dependencies.

Third, both the United States-led West and
China are increasingly securitising their
economies and de-risking and diversifying
vis-d-vis each other. According o a Rhodium
Group repart, India has the highest score (2.86)
of all emerging and developing countries as a
potential alternative investment destination to
China. If India seeks closer integration with
Chinese supply chains, global companies might
be discouraged from considering India as their
alternate node for global value chains.

Fourth, China is still not a market economy.
The Third Plenum of the CPCin July 2024

doubled down on industrial policy, with a
growing role for the state sector and co-option of
the private sector i subserve the strategic
nlsjeclwel. of tIn! party-state.

mdusl:rll!’», including critical sectors such as
electric vehicles, solar equipment and lithium-ion
batteries, and its preference for exporting its way
out of its economic difficulties, rather than
pricritising domestic consumption, would
aggravate existing tensions in economic relations
with both advanced economies and emerging
econamies such as India.

The game plan

Fifth, China's rigorous scruting of outward flows
of imvestment and technaology by its companies
aims o maximise domestic value chains and
make the country indispensable in global
technology production, as a recent Mercator
Institute for China Studies (MERICS) study brings
out. Another credible report sugpeses that China
has strongly advised its carmakers to ensure that
sdvanced electric vehicle technology stays in the
country and they produce key parts domestically
and export so-called knmock-down kits to their
foreign plants. India has been specifically
mentioned in this regard.

Going by past experience, it would be naive to
expect that China will help build India's
manufacturing capacities. Instead, Chinese
companies have preferred to invest in sensitive
sectors in India, including through acqguisitions,
which led to Press Note 3 in April 2020, before
border tensions escalated. Giving free access to
Chinese companies will attract low value-addition
investments and be a recipe for retarded
industrialisation in 2 large number of sectors that
China seeks to dominate the world globally,

Sixth, the expectation that imports from China
can be reduced by boosting FDI from China is not
borne out by the experience of other geographies
which have received substantial Chinese
investments. For instance, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) imports from
China increased from $386 billion in 2021 to §438
billion in 2023, as sourcing of intermediates from
China soared. China has rerouted its exports
through numem. r.urh s Vietmam and Mexico to
circumvent & imposed by the LLS., but this
loophole is hemg progressively plugged_

Thus, from strategic, security and economic
perspectives, India would do well to ke a
differentiated policy towards economic relations
with China. India cannot decouple itself from the
economy of China, the world's largest
manufacturer and exporter, But India must
decide which sextors ofits economy it can,. .
selectively allow Chinese FDI on its
manufacturing strengths and strategies, and keep
in mind the interests of its national security and
industrial development.

India’s defence exports and humanitarian law

month, dismissed a public interest
litigation (PIL) asking that the central

government be directed to stop exporting
defence equipment to lsrael as Tel Aviv is
allegedly committing war crimes in Gaza. The top
court refused to intervene, reportedly because
foreign policy is not its domain. However, the
issue that the PIL raised is a normative one that
goes beyond Israel. It must be dearly understood
given India's aspirations to become a major
defence exporting nation.

1t is critical to recall that quite a few countries
have curbed defence exparts to lsrael. For
instance, a court in the Netherlands ordered the
Dutch government to block the export of all F-35
fighter jet parts to Israel, The basis of this order is
a European Union (EU) regulation, which
prohibits military equipment export to a country
if there s a clear risk that the recipient country
wionkd use such equipment to violate
international humanitarian ko (IHL), Likewise,
the United Kingdom government, acting under
the Export Contral Act, reviewed Israel's
compliance with [HL concerning the ongoing
conflict in Gaza. It concluded that there is a clear
risk: if certain arms are exported to lsrael, they
wonhd be used to commit or facilitate serious
violations of IHL.

Legal gap

There is no equivalent of the UK's Export
Control Act or the EU regulations in Indian law
requiring an assessment of a country's
compliance with THL obligations in deciding
whether to export defence equipment o such a
country. The Indian Foreign Trade Act, 1992
(FTA) read with the Weapons of Mass Destruction
and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of

T he Supreme Court of India, earlier this
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Unlawful Activities) (WMDA) Act, 2005 empowers
the central government to regulate the export of
designared goods relevant to India for various
reasons. These reasons are listed in Sections 3(5)
and 260 of the WMDA and FTA, respectively. In
addition to things such as India’s national
security, an important faclnrllsted]n these
sections is India’s "i

whether the conventional arms they export
would be used by the importing country to
commit or facilitate a serious violation of THL.

Interestingly, India is not a signatory to this
treaty. As a result, this treaty is not binding on
India and cannot be judicially incorporated,
though some provisions of the ATT reflect

y i fonal law.

under any bilateral, multll.mzeﬁl or international
treaty, Covenant, Convention”. In short, the
central government can prohibit the export of
defence goods due to India’s international law
obligations. This is the closest Indian Law gets to
connecting the export of defence goods with
international law. As per India’s domestic law, the
central government, unlike in the LLK. and the EU
countries, is not under an obligation to review
the IHL compliance of the country to which India
is exporting defence goods. Thus, the legal gap.

The Supreme Court, in several cases, such as
Vishakha ws State of Rajasthan, has not just used
international law to enlarge the content of
domestic law but has also judicially incorporated
international law to fill the vacuum created by the
absence of domestic law on the subject, The
current situation falls squarely in this category.
This is how we need to legally frame this issue
instead of making it a foreign policy topic. So, the
next question is about what the international law
om arms trade is and how it binds India.

International law

The most important treaty in this regard is the
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), aimed at regulating
international trade in conventional arms. Article
6(3) of the ATT bars a country from supplying
conventional arms if it has the “knowledge” that
these arms *would be used” to inter alia commit
war crimes. Article 7 obligates states to assess

The obligation

What about India’s lishility under the THL?
Common Article | of the Geneva Conventions,
which is binding on India, obligates all states ‘to
respect and to ensure respect for” [HL. As it was
held by the International Court of Justice in
Nicaraguea vs United States, this provision imposes
a negative obligation on states, Thus, countries
are under obligation not to supply weapons to a
country “if there is an expectation, based on facts
or knowledge of past patterns, that such weapons
wotld be used to violate the Conventions',
Scholars argue that the certainty required for the
exporting state that its weapons will be used by
the importing state to commit violations of the
Geneva Comventions is quite high.,

When India's domestic laws, the WMDA and
the FTA, are read in light of India’s IHL
ohligations, a clear duty arises not to supply
weapons to a country that would use them to
breach its IHL obligations. But rather than
deriving this obligation using international law, it
weould be better for India to amend the WMDA
and the FTA, to explicitly assess the IHL
compliance of countries importing Indian
defence goods, This way, India will shore up its
credibility as a responsible defence-exporting
nation.

Hhe views expressed ane peromal
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Change in Sri Lanka

India is undergoing a
challenging phase in its
relations with its immediate
neighbours. The main
obstacle lies in navigating
the relationship with the
new President of Sri Lanka,
Anura Dissanayake, So far,
no 5ri Lankan political party
has evinced great interest in
addressing the problems of
the Lankan Tamils. With a
leader who has leftist
laanings at the halm of
affairs, it remains to be seen
hiowi China might exploit the

IE EDITOR

It was no doubt a peaceful
elaction, giving every votary
of democracy much hope.
Electorates across the
demaecratic landscape are
clearly signalling the
pre-eminence of ecanomic
issues. Mr, Dissanayake
must appreciate the finer
nuances of the verdict,
which means a revamp of
the economy and giving a
leg-up to fedaralism,

situation in S Lanka. overcoming the temptation
A. Thirugnanasambantham, of unbridled centralisation.
Coimbatore The Tamil-majority districts

did not flock to him, which
is @ sober reminder that
national consensus is
impaortant for people who
want a healing touch.
Angara Venkata Giri)a Kumar,
Chernai

Tirupati laddu

There is a committee in
Tirupati to supervise the
daily pooja and sale of the
laddu prasadam. In these
circumstances, how did

“adulteration’ take place? A
temple or place of worship
is not a place to eam
maoney through unethical
means, There has to be a
fair probe,

Dr. Arunachalam,

Nagereod, Tamil Nadu

Seeking information

It was very bizarre to read
the repart, “Confusion over
alert on "entry of 900 Kuki
militants™ [September 23),
Does the Indian Army not
have a better way of asking
for infarmation? Does

sensitive information have
to be put out on X {Twitter|?
Mahender Singh,

Chennai

At Budapest

History has been made in
Indian chess with Team
Inddia winning gold in both
the men and women's
categories at Budapest. The

With perseverance and
dedication, India's young
talents in chess have
fetched the country glory. It
is a moment to cherish for
all Indians and the moment
will linger for long. The light
kindled by Viswanathan
Anand has increased its
glow manifold through his
worthy successors,

victories show India's Ayyasser] Raveendranath,
Erowing prowess in the Aranamula, Kerala

world of chess wihich will Letters emailed 1o

inspire future letter indu.eo.in
Sanjit Pal Singh, must carry the full postal

Ichhapur, West Bengal

address.
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A provision fraught with practical problems

he Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita
(BINSS), 2023,
introduced Section 107,

which deals with properties which
are “proceeds of crime”. Until
recently, this term was known by
its mention either in the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), 2002, or in the
chapter, ‘Reciprocal Arrangements
for Assistance in Certain Matters
and Procedure for Attachment
and Forfeiture of Property’, under
the erstwhile Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC). While the
provisions of attachment of
property of a person absconding
under Sections 82 and 83 of the
CrPC are also replicated under
Sections 84 and 85 of the BNSS
{with some minor changes), the
provision in Section 107 of the
BNSS did not feature in the Cric.
Section 107 of the BNSS gives
unhbridled powers to the court to
not only attach any property (on
the request of the police during
imvestigation), but also to forfeit
the procesds of crime to the
government under certain
conditions.

No preconditions

Unider this section, any police
wfficer making an investigation,
with the approval of the
Superintendent of Police or the
Commissioner of Police, may
make an application to the court
for the attachment of property if
he has reason to believe that the
property is derived or obtained as
aresult of a criminal activity.

The PMLA says where an officer
thas reason to believe that a person
is in possession of any proceeds of
crime, the officer should record
the reason for such belief in
writing. If the officer has reason to
lbelieve at "such proceeds of crime
are likely to be concealed,
transferred or dealt with in any
manner which may result in
frustrating any proceedings
relating to confiscation of such
proceeds of crime, he may, by
wrder in writing, provisionally
attach such property for a period
not exceeding 90 days” There is

LKL Vi
farmer Indian Palice
Service afficer

no such condition prescribed
under Section 107 of the BNSS.
Further, while the property may
be attached by an authorised
officer only atter forwarding the
report to a magistrate under
Section 173 of the CrPC (i.e., on
completion of investigation), the
property under Section 107 of the
BENSS may be attached during the
investigation itself.

The PMLA provides that the
property involved in money
laundering shall be dispased of by
the Adjudicating Authority only on
the conclusion of a trial of the
offence. However, Section 107 of
the BNSS is silent about the stage
of disposal of such property. It
says that if the court or magistrate
“finds the attached or seized
properties to be the proceeds of
crime", it shall order the District
Magistrate "to rateably distribute
such proceeds of crime to the
persans who are affected by such
crime”. In case there are no
daimants or there is any surplus
after satisfying the claimants, such
proceeds of erime shall stand
torfeited to the government.

An entire chapter of the BNSS
deals with the disposal of
property. These provisions
replicate the CrPC provisions
except that Section 497 of the
ENSS mandates the court or the
magistrate to take a photo or video
of the property to enable these to
be used as evidence during trial or
inquiry. The Supreme Court in

Section 107 of Sunderbhai Ambalal Desai v. State
the BNSS gives of Gujarat (2003) had dealt with
unbridled the jurisdiction of the court o
1ot record evidence promptly to avoid
m‘:ﬁ. ;:(:[IE tampering, so that the police or
only attach any the court would not be required to
) . . keep the article in safe custody
Property (.(Il'l e | nd the owner of the article would
request of the nat suffer,
police during This chapter deals with
investigation). contingencies such as the custody
but also to and disposal of property pending
" trial, the disposal of property at
forfeit the : g A
vacesds of the mm_:luﬂun of the Ena], and
I'I” i restoration of possession of
crime to the immovab.le property. Even if the
Bovernment is perishable, it may be
under certain 5uld. It the final disposal is to be
conditions done only on the conclusion of

trial or inquiry by the court.

Safeguards

Section 107 of the BNSS requires
the court to issue a show-cause
notice returnable within 14 days
onwhy an order of attachment of
property {ie., proceeds of crime)
shall not be made. If the person
concerned does not represent his
case, the court may proceed to
pass the ex parte order. Further, if
the court finds the attached
properties to be the proceeds of
the erime and it orders the District
Magistrate to distribute the
property to its claimants, the
Diistrict Magistrate shall distribute
such property within 60 days of
the order. There are no guidelines
foor the District Magistrate to
identify the claimants to do the
needful. Thus, theoretically, the
proceeds of crime or property
may be disposed of in about three
months of time, without the
investigation or trial coming to an
end. This section is silent about
the stage at which the court or the
magistrate has to take this eall.

Article 300A of the Constitution
says “no person shall be deprived
of his property save by authority
of law™. It has been given the
status of a basic human right. It is
also a settled principle that “law™
means a validly enacted law which
is just, fair, and reasonable.

There is no provision in the BNS
which defines or deals with the
‘proceeds of crime” except for the
use of similar terms in sections
dealing with ‘organised crime’ and
‘terrorist act’. The legislative
intent of introducing Section 107
in the BENSS appears to be to
empower States (as the PMLA is a
Central Act) to undertake
expeditious disposal and
distribution of the proceeds of
crime to its rightful daimants. But
it is fraught with legal and
practical problems. While
identifying the rightful claimants
may not be easy for the
imvestigating officer, final disposal
of such property by the court
without a proper trial does not
appear to be a just, fair, and
reasomable procedure.

On the margins of the political sphere

The political representation of women is an exception and not a norm in J&K

STATE OF PLAY

Eilal Ahmad Wagay
Binish Qadri

5 Jammu and Kashmir JaK
(J&K) enters the se-
cond phase of the As-

sembly elections on Septem-

ber 25, the persistent

marginalisation of women in
the political sphere demands
critical serutimy.

Despite women comprising
almost 48% of the electorate
in the Union Territory, their
political representation has re-
mained poor. In the 2004 J&K
Assembly elections, only 3.6%
of the total candidates were
women. In the 2024 elections,
there were only nine women
out of the 219 candidates in
the first phase. The political
landscape is deeply rooted in
JEK's patriarchal social struce
ture that views public and pol-
itical life as male-dominated.
Further, political instability
and concerns about safety in a
volatile atmosphere have kept
wamen at the margins.

While there have been legal
and advocacy efforts in ex-
panding the representation of
women, such as granting 33%
reservation to women in the
J&K Assembly, they often fall
short in addressing the deep-
seated cultural and institu-
tional barriers that limit wo-
men’s political engagement.
The two main political parties
in the region - the National
Conference and the People’s
Democratic Party — have his-
torically sidelined women.
Even female keaders, includ-
ing former Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti, have failed
tor effect the needed transfor-
mation, as they often conform
to the male-dominated politi-
cal structures themselves,

When women are felded as
candidates, it is often in con-
stituencies considered unwin-

fcant -

abysmal,

nable or in token positions
within party structures. In the
2020 District Development
Council elections, though 33%
of the seats were reserved for
women, actual representation
barely crossed 10%.

No women-centric policies
Further, there are no dedicat-
ed women<entric  policies.
Meither the major political
parties nor the local pover-
nance institutions have imple-
mented policies that specifi-
cally address the economic,
social, and political empower-
ment of women, such as re-
serving seats for women in le-
gislative bodies, introducing
gender-sensitive
schemes, or supporting wo-
men entrepreneurs in K
While women's literacy in
JEK has improved over time,
the gender gap remains signif-
66% of women are lit-
erate compared to 84% of
men. Additionally, women's
labour force participation is
hovering  around
25%. The absence of gender-
responsive  budgeting, eco-
nomic empowerment initia-
tives, or electoral reforms con-
tribute to the ongoing political
exclusion of women.
Elections are a mechanism
to ensure that all sections of
sowciety are represented, but
when half the population is
under-represented, the very
foundation of democracy is
undermined. In J&K, where
women's participation is notas, | | Gewroment Degres College, Beoruah,
bly low, the absence of fermale
voioes results in policies that

fail to comprehensively ad-
dress  gender  disparities,
further entrenching patriar-
chal norms. The formulation
and implementation of inci-
sive, women-centric policies
are imperative for ensuring
equitable representation in
democratic governance.
Making women's perspec-
tives integral to peace-build-
ing, education, healthcare,
and employment will ensure
that their voices are heard and
encourage political involve-

I'amlly suppaort policies for fe-
male politicians would ease
the burden of familial respon-
sibilities, enabling more wo-
men to enter and stay in polit-
ics. A push for political quotas
in J&K, as implemented in
post-conflict Rwanda where
60% of parliamentarians to-
day are women, including
electoral reforms and capaci-
ty-building initiatives for wo-
men, could substantially alter
the status gquo.

After the dilution of Article
370 in J&K in 2019, the UT
came under the scope of Cen:
tral laws, including the Nation-
al Policy for Empowerment of
Women (2001). There is a
strong foundation now to sup-
poTt women in participating
more  actively  in politics.
These laws offer a chance to
not only boost women's invol-
vement in decision-making
but also to secure their rights
and dignity. By focusing on
political participation, we can
empower women to shape
their own futures and create a
mare inclusive society in J&K.

Our hope is that it will slow-
Iy become a norm to see wo-
men represented politically in
JEK, not an exception.
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| DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he Data Point published on
T Monday showed how pro-

fessional Indian women
work the most number of hours
globally. Young Indian women in
professional jobs such as awditing,
Information Technology, and me-
dia work more than 55 hours a
week, which translates to 911
hours of work every day depend-
g on whether it was a six-day or
five-day work week.

The Data Point was published
after the death of Anna Sebastian
Perayil, a Chartered Accountant.
According to her mother, Anna,
26, lost her life because of “work
stress™ at Ernst & Young. The letter
addressed to the company's India
chairman went viral, leading to
discussions on the increasing wor-
kload of professionals in India.

Indian women are working in
newer and demanding jobs these
days. According to data, despite
wormen undergoing more stress in
woffice, they do not enjoy a com-
mensurate  reduction  in the
amount of household work they
do. While families have become
more accepting of women working
over time, they stll do not share
the women's workload and care
responsibilities at home.

Chart 1 shows the average time
{in minutes) that men and women
across employment groups spent
on unpaid domestic and care activ-
ities during a day in 2019, Women
who are not in the labour force
(neither employed nor seeking
employment, mostly housewives)
spent the most time on unpaid
domestic/care work, averaging 457
minutes or 7.5 hours a day. But em-
ployed women were not far be-
hind, spending 348 minutes or 5.8

Working women’s double shift

Working women get only

employved women spend about 5-6
hours  doing unpaid household
work — we see a worrying trend.
This means that every day, work-
ingd women are left with only about
740 hours to wind down and rest.
While this may not be the case in
every household and outliers do
exist, the data correspond to an av-
erage Indian household.

The data show that unem-
ployed men spend less time doing
household chores than employed
women — only 3.5 hours per day
compared to employed women's
5.8 hours. Chart 1 shows the gap.
Employed men spend 2.7 hours a

day on such chores, which is about
three hours less than what em-
ployed women

spend.

Ome of the buggest factors for
such a skew is marriage. Chart 2
shows the average time spent (in
minutes) on unpaid domestic and
care activities in a day by men and
women categorised by marital sta-
tus. Married women — emploved
or otherwise — spend eight hours
in unpaid work every day, about
two times more than women who
never married. In contrast, mar-
ried men spend 2.8 hours in un-
paid house work, fewer than men
who never married (3.1 hours). 5o,
as we can see, post-marriage, hou-
sehold work reduces for men and
doubles for women.

Moreover, there is no notable
difference between urban and ru-
ral women in the amount of time
they spend on household work.
Tahble 3 lists the share of men/wo-
men aged 15-59 who participated
in select activities in a day in 2019,

There are no regional variations
either. Chart 4 shows the share of
men and women aged 1559 who
participated in unpaid domestic
work and employment across
States. In all the States, close to
85% or more women were en-
gaged in such chores, while in a

hours a day. majority of the States, the share
In Mnn:lay‘s Data Point, we ha.d wis belw 50% for men. In Harya-
blished that pr i na, han, Himachal Pradesh,
men spend 241 hours at work a | and Gujarat, the share of men :Iu—
day. When this data is read with | ing household work was less than
the conclusion in Chart 1 - that | 20%.
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7-10 hours for rest every dav. due to work at both office and home

Not enough time for rest

Charts were sourced from the Time Use Survey (2019) and
the National Family Health Survey (2018-21)
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Oil nations warned of
dangers of high prices

Detroit (Michigan), Sept. 23: President Gerald
Ford to-day warned the oil- producing nations of
Wiest Asia of “disastrous consequences” if they
refused to lower prices or share their resources
with dependent nations,

“Sovereign nations cannot albow their policies
to be dictated or their fate decided by artificial
rigging and distortion of world commodity
markets," Mr. Ford told the World Energy
Conference.

“No one can forsee the extent of the damage
or the end of the disastrous comsequences if
nations refused to share nature’s gifts for the
benefit of all mankind,” he said.

It is difficult to discuss the energy problem
without lapsing into doomsday language” Mr.
Ford declared. “The danger is clear. It is severe. 1
am neverthel stimistic. The tages of
oo operation are as visible as the dangers of
confrontation. And that gives me hope as well as
optimism.”

His remarks, his toughest on record, were a
follonw-up to a hard-hitting speech before the
United Nations less than a week ago in which he
denounced the use of oil as a political weapon.

“We will take tough steps to obtain the degree
of self-suthiciency to avoid disruption of our
economy,” Mr. Ford said.

“In the immediate future,” he added “we will
expand our efforts to increase our energy
efficiency. This will reduce the growing
dependency on foreign petroleum.”
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A HUMDRED YEARS AGO SEPT. 24, 1924
Chess.

"King Pawn™ writes in the "Statesman™ The
Secretary of the Caleutta Chess Club
(Chowringheey has sent me a letter, enclosing
ome from Boris Kostich, one of the world’s
leading chess experts.

“Boris Kostich,” writes the Secretary, "the
Serbian chess master who has just completed a
very successful tour in Australia, is anxious to
visit India. In a letter recently received from him
he says “1 would be extremely pleased and
honoured if I could come into contact with the
chess players of India too, and have the pleasure
to visit their principal cities like Caleutta,
Bombay and Madras, after I finished New
Zealand, Australia and South Africa, which
would be some time end of this year, or
beginning of 1925
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People affected by

The fishermen who

cases detected in

arrivals via the UK.

from Israeli airstrikes

cholera in Sudan in

have been arrested by

Madhya Pradesh so far

Out of the
3.800::
, cases in the
State this year, 250 were found in Bhopal,
while the highest (500 cases)| were
detected in Gwalior. #n

channel

25,052
represents
9

a 4% rise
fram the numbser of arrivals last year, but a
21% drop from 2022, Stopping the armvals
wias @ key issue in Britain's election. as

on Hezbollah

This marks the deadliest
27 day in Lebanon in nearly

one year of fighting.
According to the Lebanese Health Ministry,
more than 400 others were wounded in the
strikes in southern Lebanon. we

the past two months

Sri Lanka

Amidst
tne war,
peogle have died of chalera au.ord u\gto

health authaorities. The disease |s spreading
in areas devastated by recent floods.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK,
37 Stalin apprised External Affairs
Minister 5. Jaishankar of the
arrest of Tamil Nadu fishermen by the S
Lankan Navy. rm
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How to enable transit oriented development

Transport infrastructure is a prime driver of economic activity. As a case study of Bengaluru shows, improving accessibility to jobs, through safe and efficient
transport modes, could significantly enhance workforce productivity

FULL CONTEXT

Radha Chanchani
laya Dhindaw

projected expenditure of T3 trillion

(between 2022-2027) set to be
spent on approved metro rail projects.
These investments will not only enhance
urhan mehility but can also unbock vast
economic potential.

Studies reveal that investment in public
transportation can generate thousands of
jobs and deliver economic returns 57
times greater than the initial outlay. To
leverage investments in mass transit and
maximise the economic benefits as well as
improve quality of life in cities, the
Government of India approved the
National Transit Oriented Development
(TOD} Policy and Metro Rail Policy in
2017, encouraging the adoption of TOD as
a key urban planning and growth
management strategy. With this national
policy and funding push, 27 Indian cities
are building metro rail systems, and many
others are building other forms of rail
and bus-based mass rapid transit systemns.

ndian cities are on the brink of a
l transportation revolution, with a

To improve accessibility to jobs
Public policies and land market
conditions drive the development of
economic centres in suburban and
peri-urban areas, and public transport
systerns struggle to keep up with this
outward sprawl. The resulting longer
work-home commutes, and the
congestion and pollution arising from
greater private vehicular use, are
hampering access to jobs and labour
markets, productivity and Hveability.
Bengalury, for instance, is among the
world's most wraffic-congested cities, with
the social cost estimated to be 138,000
crore annually (5% of the dity's GDP) as
per 2018 figures.

TOD presents a promising approach to
address these challenges, while
contributing positively to India's

growth ambitions. Premised
on the principle of land use-transport
mtegration, TOD promotes compact,
mixed-use development and sustainable
transport modes, like walking, cycling
and mass transit, effectively decoupling
density from congestion and economic
growth from resource use and carbon
emissions. WRI India's recent publication
titled “Jobs near metro rail transit in
Bengaluru: Enabling an accessible and
productive city” underscores the critical
need for integrated spatio-economic
planning and bringing jobs closer to
transit through TOD, given its significant
benefits and co-benehis.

Improving accessibility to jobs, through
safe and efficient transport modes, can
significantly enhance workforee
productivity and participation. Workplace
proximity and higher job densities drive
transit rider-ship more effectively than
residential density. Clustering job growth
near transit creates an agglomeration
effect that boosts innovation,
productivity, and competitiveness — far
mare than dispersed job growth, Apart
from expanding worker and customer
catchments for businesses, it also spurs
local economic and real estate
development, leading to increased
reverues for public agencies, which can
be reinvested into infrastructure and
service upgrades revitalising city
neighbourhoods.

Key findings

WRI India’s study examines the spatial
distribution of jobs associated with
registered factories (manufacturing
enterprises) and shops and commercial
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and shops and commercial

Public policies and land market
conditions drive the
developrment of ecanoemie
centres imsuburban areas, and
public transport systemrs
struggle to keep up. The
resulting longer work-hame
cammmites, and the congestion
and pollution arsing from
greater private wvehicular use,
are hampering access to jobs
and labour markets,
productivity and lveability.
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WRl India's study assesses
curreit job prosimity and
density along the city's
aperatioraland *
under-construction metro
netwark and offiers insights
into the lacational
considerations for businesses
and the berefits, trade-offs,
and market of regulatony
challenges they face in locating
nEar Mmetro stations,
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In Bengaluru, the impending
rewision of the city's master

Job chusters:

ctar

-
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establishments (service enterprises) in the
Bengaluru Metropolitan Area (BMA).

The study also assesses current job
proximity and density along the city’s
operational and under-construction
metro network which are Phases 1, 2, and
2428, and offers insights into the
Incational considerations for businesses
and the benefits, trade-offs, and market
or regulatory challenges they face in
loseating near metro stations.

The paper provides actionable
recommendations for enabling job
growth near mass transit stations.

The research indicates thene are about
0.2 million registered enterprises in the
BMA, employing close to 4.6 million
workers, with service enterprises
accounting for the bulk of it. Notably,
large enterprises (100+ employees)
constitute only 2% of all enterprises but
contribute 0% of all jobs. Onwing largely
to the service sector, average job densities
are highest in inner-city aress within the
Outer Ring Road (ORR) and decrease
further away. Peak job densities range
from about 25,000 jobs/sq. km in large
industrial dlusters to 58,000 to 1,089,000
jobsfsg. kmin histech clusters such as
Whitefield and Electronic City.

Once the ongoing metro phases are
completed (172 kms), 28% of the tatal
mapped jobs in the BMA will be within
500 m of the nearest metro station, 59%
within 1 km, and 85% within 2 km. Some
large job clusters however remain
disconnected, and most jobs currently lie
beyond a comfortable walking distance
(500 m) from metro stations, emphasising
the need for pedestrian infrastructure,
and feeder services, particularly in the 13
km range.

Market linkages and agglomeration
economics drive enterprises of certain
sizes and types to be located near each
ather, with large businesses anchoring
smaller ones around them, collectively
aining from the benefits of
agglomeration. The study found that
service enterprises, especially those
henehting from enhanced catchments
and accessibility for employees and
customers, prefer to locate and custer
near the metro. However, the metro has

o5a0 | 5oe-18a0

little impact on the location choice of
marufacturing enterprises. Most
hitue-collar workers tend to bve in
surrounding areas and either walk, cycle,
wor use public buses or informal transport
to commute to work. The study
carroborates other research findings that
suggest that the metro has boosted real
estate development nearhy, especially the
growth of service enterprises.

The main barriers discouraging large
businesses from locating near metro
stations include the lack of suitable
properties, unfavourable development
regulations, and inadequate
infrastructure levels.

Developed inner-city areas have
limited land availability for large-scale
wcommercial businesses and are packed
with buildings that often do not meet
their requirements, for instance, legally
compliant Grade-A buildings. Moreover,
small phot sizes and other regulations
pertaining to access road widths, setback,
ground coverage and parking norms,
‘hinder higher-density (redevelopment.
Alsn, plot amalgamation processes
imvalving multiple owners can be difficulr,
risky and costly.

Higher property prices near metro
stations however tend to dissuade smaller
businesses, more than larger established
ones. Market saturation and community
Tesistance to greater commercialisation in
station areas also pose a challenge
lbusinesses seeking to locate there.

The way forward
High-functioning global cities like
Hong-Kong have 57% of jobs within 500 m
wof a transit station, 84% within 1 km, and
96% within 2 km as per LSE 2013 data.
The city has one of the highest levels of
transit use (30% of motorised trips) and
wone of the lowest levels of car ownership
{56 cars per 1,000 people). This has
enabled its Gross Value Added per capita
to increase by 50% between 1993 and
2011, while fuel consumption and carbon
emissions per capita decreased by 10%.
In Bengaluru, the impending revision
of the city’s master plan provides a
valuable opportunity to set aspirationzl
targets for jobs near transit and strategise

10e-3,008 | #3000

tramsit network extensions to connect
existing and emerging high-density job
clusters.

To optimise resource and economic
efficiencies, the plan should also identify
and prioritise areas served by transit
where job densities can be increased
through renewal and densification,
halancing market demand with
environmental and community goals.

Public policies can stipulate
Iocation-efficient incentives such as
additional development rights or fee/tax
subsidies to encourage businesses to
locate near transit or in economically
depressed areas. Apart from conventional
funding sources, the government can
explore public-private partnerships and
value capture financing mechanisms that
can be ring-fenced for station area
improvemnents. It should also designate a
nodal agency to facilitate interactions
between multiple stakeholders and
eoordinate TOD planning and
implementation.

The private sector (businesses,
developers, financing institutions) can
play a significant role in directing
commercial and industrial investments,
near transit stations.

Additionally, proactive partnerships,
betwesn the private and public sector,
can enable catalytic developments with
augmented amenities, public realm
enhancement, and provision of last-mile
connectivity between workplaces and
transit stations.

Transpaort infrastructure is a prime
driver of economic activity and a
developing country like India will
continue to invest in it. For our
metropolitan cities to become, and
remain, globally competitive, the
government needs to prioritise job
densities near transit in
policy-planning regulatory frameworks.
This must encompass the upgradation of
public infrastructure, and
institutionalising coordinated action to

shape inclusive, low carbon, compact and

connected growth.
Radha Chanchani is Semior Manager and

Jerpa Dhindaw is Exerutive Divector with the

Sustainable Cities program at WRI India.
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plan provides avaluable
appartunity o set aspirational
targets for jobs near transit and
strategse transit network
extensions to connect exlsting
and emerging high-density job
clusters.
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What is California’s new anti-deepfake bill
and can it stop manipulated political ads?

Why did California governor Gavin Newsom sign bil

stop the use of deepfakes in political campaign advertisements? What is the Defending

Democracy from Deepfake Deception Act of 20247 How have Al companies reacted?

Sahana Yenugopal

The story so far:
alifornia’s governor Gavin
Newsom promised to take
action on deepfake
Al-generated content in late July
after X owner and billionaire Elon Musk
re-posted a deeplake video of US, Viee
President Kamala Ha
refers to herself as a
response to the governor’s eriticism, Mr.
Musk made an ohscene remark, claiming
parody was legal in the country. On
Septemnber 18, Mr. Newsom re-upped his
X post eriticising Musk and said he had
made such content illegal in California by
signing a bill. He signed three pieces of
legislation to take action against
deepfakes or digitally altered content in
election campaigns that could be
“deceptive”. "
knowingly
election communications that contain
materially deceptive content - including
deepfakes,” Mr. Newsom said,

What are the new bills about?
According to Mr. Newsom, users can no
lomger distribute ads or election
communications with “materially
deceptive content,” incliding deepfakes.
Mr. Newsom signed three bills in tatal:
AB 2655 that will make large online
platforms remove or label election-related
deepfakes during “specific periods”; AB
2839 to expand the interval during which
posters cannot distribute election ads or

material with "deceptive” Al-gencrated or
munipulated content; and AB 2355 that
requires electoral ads with Alor altered
content to disclose the same,

The three bills also give regulators and
law enforcement bodies the power to
handle such media through legal means
or have them taken down.

“Safeguarding the integrity of elections
ssential to democracy, and it's critical
that we ensure Al is not deployed to
undermine the public's trust through
disinformation — especially in today's
fraught political climate. These measures
will help to combeat the harmful use of
deepfakes in political ads and other
content, one of several areas in which the
state is being proactive to foster
transparent and trustworthy A" said Mr.
Mewsom in an official press note on
September 17,

How watertight are the bills?
The hills largely apply to California and
expand already existing laws regarding
election-related conduct that prevent
highly altered media from being
circulated for a stipulated number of days
before or after elections in the state,
While Mr. Musk claimed that the
governor's actions are in violation of the
Constitution of the United States, a
number of compliant Al companies have
already established flters and content
restrictions that stop users from making

deepfakes of election candidates, officials,

heads af state, celebrities, etc.
AB-2655 stated: "This bill, to be known

as the Defending Democracy from
Deepfake Deception Act of 2024, would
require a large online platform, as
defined, to block the posting of materially
deceptive content related to elections in
Califormia, during specified periods
before and after an election, The bill
wotld reguire a large online platform o
label certain additional content
mauthentic, fake, or false during specified
periods before and after an election in
Califormia” These are largely standard
requirements across most jurisdictions,
and major search engine platforms have
alses committed to identifying or
watermarking Al-generated images in
order to prevent user confusion and the
dissemination of false news,

M. Miisk has used parody as an excuse
to defend the deepfake campaign ad
showing Ms. Harris in a negative light. In
fact, AB 2655 stated the bill "would also
exempt content that is satire or parody."

‘While the original deepfake video's
poster stated that it was a parody, one
wversion that Mr. Musk shared on X an July
27 did not have any Community Notes or
platform-based disclosures that made it

clear the media was fake.

What will happen if someone violates
the regulations?

Though the newly signed bills and the
existing laws have laid out measures for
vinlations, it is not yet dlear how this will
play out in reality if someone violates the
new regulations. The bills were signed
almost Afty days before the LS. election is

set to take place, so it will be difficult t
assess how effective or rigorous they are
in such a short time span.

Adding to this, the bills may not
severely penalise non-compliant
individuals or entities.

While AB 2355 states that the following
disclosure - “Ad generated or
substantially altered using artificial
intelligence” - should be added to
applicable media content, the bill noted
that violating the disclosure requirements
“does not constitute a misdemeanour.”

Though powerful stakeholders such as
Mr. Musk are not likely to be curtailed by
the new bills, the legislation may be used
tushlm. a Jqﬂn on th|: rising vulum: u(

across X. Asu,'ruﬁmanl purtlun of t|||s is
enabled by the Grok Al chatbot, which
has fewer content restrictions than its
counterparts from more compliant Al
companies. Ultimately, repeated
vinlations of California's laws could land X
in legal hot water over time, and affect its
already shaky standing with more
risk-averse advertisers.

In response to Mr. Newsom's news of
the bills being signed, Mr. Musk again
amplified the parody campaign ad
featuring Ms. Harris that prompted
criticism from the governor in the first
place. Mr. Musk shared the deepfake
widen with his more than 180 million
tullsrwu's. wing it "\wé_‘uld bea 5]1;::“. ifit

shared this time dearly identified the
video as a parody.
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Please send in your answers to
dlaityruis@thehindu.ce.in

A quiz in the light of India’s gold medal winning performances in the Chess Olympiad

Srinivasan Ramani

(9

QUESTION 1 13
Which player reglstered the
first medal winning
perfarmance far India? He did
50 In the 1980 Malta Olymplad
while playing on the third

baard. the Budapest Olymiplad.
Y ‘Which indian player
QUESTION 2 regtstered the second highest

Name the Grandmaster who
halds the record for [N
representing kndia In the most
number of games in the open
section of the Chess Dlymplad.
h

QUESTION 3
GM D Gukesh, who won gold n
the 2022 and 2024 Chess
Olbymplads on the first board,
halds the enviable recerd of
scoring 17 polnts in 20 games

cM

K

of 2757].

with just one loss. Name the
only player to have beaten
Gukesh in the Olymplads.

QUESTION 4

Speaking of Gukesh, the
Chennal-based GM finished
with a perfarmance ELO
rating of 3058, the highest in

ELD rating — 29637

QUESTION 5

Prior to the 2022 Olymplad in
Chennal when India's second
team won bronze, the 2014
Indian team also won bronze
In the apen sectian. Mame the
Inian GM with the best
perfarmance rating from this
team (he finighed with an ELO

[
Visual question:

Identify these three chess players (thelr surname |s enugh), whe first represented India in
the women's section in the 1978 Chess Olymplad.

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's dally quiz: 1. The
number of sign languages which
currently exist in the world. Ans: 300
I
L. In this country's sign language
format, a well-farmed question
requires a specific eyebrow pasition.
Ans: American Sign Language
3. Does brain damage affect the
ability to sign? Ans: Yes, just as
with speech, braln damage can
affect an individual’s ability to
sign
4. The number of deaf people in the
world. Ans: 70 million
5. This person s sald to have
collated the first known manual
alphabet. Ans: Pedro Ponce de
Lean, & Benedictine monk
WVisual: The meaning of this gesture in
Indian Sign Language. Ans: Woman
Early Blrds: Tamal Biswas| KN
Viswanathan
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Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
Upendran

“It's no use.”

“What™s no use?”

"There's no point in even talking about
it. I'm sure it's going to happen.”

“Will you please stop beating about the
bush and tell me?”

1 have a test tomorrow.”

1 knuow that. You've been talking about
it for the past four days”

“I'm sure I'm going to get a zem.”

"0h please don't start that again, How
many times do 1 have to tell you that you
won't get a zero, You'll do well.”

“No, Twon't, I'm sure I'll fail”

"0h stop being a gloomster.”

A gloomster! Who is a gloomster?”

A gloomster is 2 pessimist. He/she
keeps telling you that something terrible
is going to happen. Gloomsters in the
Department of Agriculture predict a
world-wide famine this year.”

“0h no”

“And Renuka, our local gloomster,
keeps telling me that the world is coming
o an end next week.”

"I wish it would come to an end today;
then 1 woan't have to write the test”

"Why are you so worried about the
test? Haven't you prepared for it?”

"0f course, [ have, I've gone through
the lessons thrice.”

"How many times do 1 have to tell you,
it's not thrice, but three times.”

“Sorry. | keep forgetting. It's once,
twice, three times, four tmes... Right??_,

"That's right. "Thrice” has become
old-fashioned and native speakers of
English don't use it anymore except
occasionally in poetry.”

“Thrice has become old-fashioned, eh?
Well, in that case, let me say that 1 have
gone through my lessons three times.”

"Then what's your problem? I am sure
you are well-prepared

“I'm well prepared. But you see [ keep
thinking...

“Don't think too much. It can wear you
out”

"Too much thinking can wear me out?”

"It means that too much thinking can
miake you tired, When you wear someone
ot it means that you make him/her
extremely tived. 1 looked after my little
nephews for a day last month, Their
constant shouting and crying wore me
out by the afternoon.”

“Your nephews sound like my cousins.
Whenever they visit us, they wear
everyone out within an hour.”

"Fiill of energy, are they?"

"You bet. Too much energy if you ask
me. They run non-stop.”

“Then they must be wearing out their
shoes quickly.”

“Wearing out their shoes? Can shoes
biscome tired 7

"Shoes? Tired?™

"Didn't you say to wear someone out
means to make them tired?™

“That's right. But I'm not talking about
someone now, I'm talking about
something. I'm talking about the shoes. If
you wear something out, it means that
you have used it so long, so much, it's
become useless through long use. It
becomes unfie to wear”™
Published in The Hindu on Jure 15, 1993,

Word of the day

Dally:

behave carelessly or indifferently;
wiaste time; talk or behave amorousky,
without serious intentions

SYNOMYMIS: toy, play, flirt, dawdle,

ramance, philander, chat up, coquetta, trifle

Usage: 6o out and get some milk, and don't
dullyan the way.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/dailypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: rdeiiy

For feedback and suggestions for
Tewt & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.n
with the subject ‘Teat & Context’
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Massive Greenland landslide sent
seismic waves around earth for 9 days

One year agn, roughly 25 million cubic metres of ice and rock splashed into the Dickson Fjord in Greenland and displaced the water enough to give
rise o a 200-metre high mega-tsunami; in this way, a melting glacier led w a planet-wide tremor, and researchers warn that it may not be the last

LV.Venkateswaran

n September 16, 2003, several

seismic stations worldwide

detected a bizarre signal,

Earthguakes are not rare, In
2023 alone, 1,712 earthoguakes of
magnitude 5 or more were registered
worldwide, But these seismic waves were
puzling: the signatures clearly ind
that earthguakes had not cavsed them,
and the reverberations lasted for a
staggering nine days.

A mysterious ringing

“We saw it on sensors everywhere, from
thee Aretic to Antaretica,” Stephen Hicks, a
computational seismaology research fellow
at University College London, and
Kristian Svennevig, senior researcher at
the Geological Survey of Denmark and
Greenland, wrote in a recent article, They
are coputhors of the study reporting their
findings, published in Science on
September 12,

When you play the violin, you yank
multiple strings together, which emit
sounds at a mix of frequencies, Seismic
waves from earthquakes behave the same
way, However, the hum the seismologiss
recorded had only one frequency - like
anly one string of the viclin had been
plucked. That is not eharacteristic of
Temors.

Al first, the seismologists classihed this
wave as a “USC", an unidentified seismic
object, "Even more puzzling was that the
signal kept going for nine days," Hicks and
Svennevig wrote, Earthquake vibrations
also produce aftershocks. But in this case,
the reverberations facked more slowly
than ome might anticipate from an
earthgquake,

A global effort

What set off the tremble? Only powerful
events like volcano eruptions or
clandestine niclear weapons tests could
unleash this much energy. Selsmologists
were intrigued,

To resolve the enigma, more than 68
researchers from 40 universities in 15
countries teamed up acrass disciplines.
After piecing together numerous ditasets
and using computer simulations, the team
realised the waves were caused by
massive landslide on the banks of the
Dickson Fjord in Greenland,

According o Hicks and Svennevig,
“godving this mystery required putting
many diverse pieces of evidence together,
fromm a treasure trove of seismic data o
sate llite imagery, in-flord water level

i andd detailed "ol
how the water reacted.

The team even had to obtain a
classified army bathymetric map of the
fjord from the Danish Navy, It took about
a year w assemble the jigsaw pieces and
get the complete pleture,

Rocks in the water

A ford §s a geological structure ereated
when glaciers erode 2 valley below sea
leved and the sea water floods it. They
frequently feature U-shaped channels that
stretch well inland, surrounded by high
cliffs ar hills.

A series of events, starting with the
collapse of Hyide Stovhorn peak, located
approximately 1.2 ki from the ford,
culminated in a mega-tsunami, The
rockslide rolling down gained momentum
and shattered the glacier, resulting ina
rockedce avalanche. According o the

Melting away: lcebengs seen at the mouth al the Jakabshavn lce ard near ulissat in Grssnland, FILE PHOTO

authars, the svalanche triggered o
submearine landslide. Roughly 25 million
cubic metres of ice and mock, enough 1o
Hill 10,000 Olympic-sized swimming
poals, splashed into the ford, displacing
the water enough to give rise o
200-metre-high mega-tsunami, nearly
three times the height of the iconic
Srirangam Temple in Tamil Nadu,

Sloshing waves

The mega-tsunami did not kill anyone but
it damaged an unstaffed research facility
om the island of Ella, some 72 km away, as
well as monuments of cultural and
archaeological importance in the area,

A tsunami’'s waves in an oeean would
have spread and dispersed, But in the
S40-metre-deep and 2.7-kmewide ford,
the waves were reflected back and forth
by the opposing banks. The rebounding
waves reached a height of almost 110
metres,

This back-and-forth sloshing in the
fjord is called a seiche, About five minutes
after the material plunged into the water,
the waves settled slowly into a seiche with
a muxinmum amplitude of 74 moand a
dominant frequency of 1145 MHz,

i ating every 50 seconds,

For more than nine days, the waves in
the Dickson Fjord kepr up their dance,
mowing from side to side around 10,000

For more than nine davs, the

waves in the Dickson Flord kept

helr dance, moving from side
1o side around 10,000 times

times. These oscillitions matched the
strange waves the seismic stations had
recorded,

The alarm bell
The ice-rock avalanche and the waves'
maotions rang the earth' rlace like a
gong, and the reverberations spread
across the globe, causing the entire earth
o rimg like a bell.

Researchers also examined the cause
of the enormous landslide. Before the
collapse, the ice at the glacier's foot had
supported the rocky slopes, Satellive
pictures and other

checades thanks to global warming, As the
ice thawed, it could not support the
weight at the top, The rock breached it
and slid violently downslope, concluding
with the mega-tsunami.

a stark reminder that we are

ng uncharted waters," Hicks and
Svennevig wrode, “Just a year ago, the
ilea that a seiche could persist for nine
clays would have been dismissed as

absurd, Similarly, & century ago, the
naotion that warming could destabilise
slopes in the Arctic, leading to massive
landslides and tsunamis happening
almost yearly, would have been
considered far-fetched, Yet these
once-unthinkable events are now
becoming our new reality.

MNuature's earthshakers
A melting glacier led to a planetwide
tremer, and it may not be the last.

Arctic and subarctic regions are
g ata pace two- o three-times that
of the rest of the planet. As the ice cover
melts, the darker rock surfaces are
exposed. They absorb more light, leading
to faster melting of the ice cover in the
Arctie, And we can expect glacial melting
will only increase the rate of ice-related
lan dslidle:

“This certainly won't be the last such
landslide mega-tsumami,” Hicks and
Svennevig cautioned. “As permalrost on
steep slopes continues o warm and
glaciers continue o thin we can expect
these events to happen more often and on
an even bigger scale scross the world's
polar and mountainous reghons.”
(T, Venkateswaran is a science
communricaror and visiting faculiy member
at the Indian Institute of Sclence Education
and Research, Mohali, nai23@gmail.com)
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THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Unearthing the science of archaeology

Siva Shakthi A,

Y
QUESTION 1
The term
the compasition and degasitional
emvironment of a rock, helplng
geologiats interpret anclent landscapes
and climate conditiens by analysing the
rach's characteristics. Fillin the blank,

reveals detalls about

Mame the robust archaeological
rechnique predominantly used 1o map

and detect subsurface features. It can's structures?
be wsed very well in conductive solls S
like denge clay and salt marshes, where QUESTION §

signal penetration and resolution are
cansiderably reduced

[
QUESTION 3
In archaeslogy, rebers
o determining the age of artefacts in
relation 1o one anather, using methods
Like seviatian, which arranges items
baed on changes |n style or requeney

M

K

1Y

QUESTION &

What archasologieal method — (nltially
devised far geephysical studies, roated
I the principles of slectrieity, and

Y enplored by scientists in the late 163h
QUESTION 2 century — measures how electrical
currents interact with subsuwrlace
materials to locate and mag bured

What groundbreaking technology, which
dllows researchers ta edtract and
sequence the genetic materal lram
eacavited anclent remalns, wad st
successully applied in archaeology 1o
study Neanderthal fossils, significantly .
sdvancing our underctanding of human
evolution and anclent popu lations?

of different everts ever tirme, OF the
other hand,
determining & specilic chronalogical age
using technigues like radiocarban dating
or dendrochronology, Fill in the blanks.

refers 1o

Wisual guestion: Naime this 1Tth century Danish selentist known for
farmulating the |aws of stratigraphy, based an which he proposed that

Please send In yaur answers ta
sciencethehiny, oa.in

Answers to September 17 quiz:
1, Cancepl requinng schemilic
‘theorkes 1o be capable of being
proven wrong - Ans: Falsiflability
2, Historian who described
changes in sclence with paradigm
changes - ins: Thomas Kuhn

3, Quantum mechanics

it rpretation against which
Papper argued - Ans;
Copenhagen interpretation

A, Papper’s influential 1934 book -
Ans: The Logle of Sclentific
Discovery

5, Belief that science could
extablish truths with empirieal
Atudies alone - Ans Inductivism
Wisual: Johannes Kepler

First contact:

Seema Das | Anand Singh Anmal
Agrawal | KN, Viswanathan |
Dalbeer Singh Pharswan

the earth's crust evalved In & serles of events over LMe, PUBLIC DONAN

Aowhiite rhing call next 1o 115 mother at Buln 200 In
Santlago, Chile, cn Apdl 7. arp

Number of
rhinos slightly
increases, but
so does threat
of poaching

Assoclated Press

The rhinoceros population across the

poaching fed by huge demand for thing
horns remains a top threat,
conservationists sald

The numbser of wh
from 15,942 in 2022 w0 17,464 in 2023, but
the black and grester one-horned rhing
stayed the same, according to the report
published by the International Rhino
Foundation ahead of World Rhine Day on
September 22,

Another subspecies, the nort
white rhin, is technically extine
anly two fermules being kept
private conservancy in Kenya. A trial is
ongoing o develop embryos in the lib

With all five subspecies

oanbin: here are just ur
28,000 rhinos left in the world,
from 5,000,004 at the nin

of the 20th century

from an egg and sperm previously
collected from white rhinos and
transterring it into a surrogate female
black rhino.

A total of 586 rhinos were killed in
Adrica in 2023, maost of them in South
Adrica, which has the highest population
of rhinos at an estimated 16,056, The
killings increased from 551 reported in
2022, according to the International
Union for Conservation of Nature,

With all five subspecies combined,
there are just under 28,000 rhinos left in
the world, from 5,00,000 at the
beginning of the 20th century,

Rhinos face various environmental
threats like habitat boss due to
development and i nge. But
poaching, based on the belief that their
horns have medicinal uses, remains the
wop threat,

Philip Muruthd, the vice president for
species conservation at the Africa Wildlife
Fourndation, said protection has played a
big role in increasing rhinnrupul:lllnn. In
Kenya, their numbers rose from 380 in
1986 to 1,000 st year, he said, "Why has
that happened? Because the rhines were
brought into sanctuaries and were
protected.”

Muruthi advocates for a campaign that
will end the demand for rhino horn and
adopt new technologies w track and
monitor rhinos for their protection while
also educating communities on the
benefits of rhinos o the ecosystem and
the economy,

Enown as mega herbivores that mow
the parks and create inroads for other
herbivores, rhinos are also good for
establishing forests by ingesting seeds and
spreading them across the parks in their
dung. Muruthi lamented that the
northern white rhino should have never
gotten so close to the brink of extinction,

The body of the last male northern
white rhino, named Sudan, that died in
2018 has been preserved and displayed a
thie Museums of Kenys in Nairobi,

A research scientist and curator of
mammals at the musewm, Bernard
Agwanda, said preserving Sudan will well
the story of how the species lived among
humans and why conservation is
important,

For feedback and suggestions
foor 'Selenee), please write to
sclence@thehindu.coln with the
subject ‘Dally page’
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VEN as the members of the

Cruad, or the Quadrilateral Se-
curity Dialogue, have decided on
forging doser ties among them-
selves, US President Biden inad-
vertently let the cat out of the bag
that China is indeed the main con-
cern, All other issucs paled before
it.

PM Narendra Modi, US Presi-
dent Joe Biden, Australian P\1
Anthony Albanese and
PM Fumnio Kishida just met st lh.
Quad Leaders” summit o Wilm.
ington in Delaweare state in the US
0 open their hearts on issues spe-
cific to Asia Pacific region and oth-
ef global jssues such as wars being
waged by Ukraine and Tsrael, 1f at
all the summit achicved anything,
i s their greater resolve o come
doser and strengthen the bonds,

“A free, open, inclusive and pros-
perous Indo-Pacific is our shared
priority and shared commitment,”
they affirmed, while alio exploring
imitiatives in areas such as health,
security, critheal and emerging tech-
nologics, climate change and capac-
ity building.

Al being democracies, where
rule of law reigns, they ane now
more strategically aligned than ever
before 1o counter any theeal 1o in-
ternational rules-based onder. The
summit decided on extending new
miarithe technologhes to thelr re-
gional partners in the Indo-Pacific
region. For the first time, a conver-
pence among coast guards will be
forged to improve interoperability
and advance maritime safety.  The
four leaders drongly committed 1o
“maintenance of peace. safety, se

curity and stability in the maritime
domain, underpin the sustainable
development, and prosperity of the
Indo-Pacific, We emphasize the im-
portance of adherence to interna-
tional law, particularly as reflected
in the United Natiors Comvention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)...
We are seriously concerned sbout
the situation in the East and South
China Seas”

It is in a way strong v sublle
message to China over ils growing
aggressive behaviour in both China
Seas. China clilms soverelgnty over
the areas covered by s nine-dash
line, 2 st of line segments on maps,
in the South China Sea. such as Pra-
tas Islands, Paracd Islands, Macdes-
fickd Bank, Scarborough Shoal, and
the Spraflys [dands 15 chiims over-
Iap with those of Brunei. Indonesia,

Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan,
and Vietnam. It even defies an order
in 2016 by the Permanent Court of
Arbitration at Hague against its ter-
ritorial claims,

More than one-fifih of global
trade, estimated at about $3.4 tril-
lion in 2006, passes through the
South China Sea. Its Strait of Ma-
beca i a key crossroads between
the Pacific and the Indian Oceans.
It is also rich in odl, natural gas, and
fish, I China has its way, it <an use
Taiwan $trait, East China Sea and
Seuith China Sea to stall cargo traffic
1o Korean Peninsula and Jay
Archipelago, and hence the imvolve-
ment of Japan in the Cuad.

In East China Sea (ECS), China
has high tensions with Japan and
Senth Korea over its claims on ex-
lusive ecomomic zones, Connected

QUAD'S SUBTLE YET STRONG MESSAGE TO CHINA

o the SCS, the Yellow Sea, the Sea
of Japan and the Pacific Ocean, the
ECS is at the crossmads of global
COMMEnde.

Amidst these devdopments, Aus-
traliawhich quit the Quead in 2008, 2
year afier its inception, over fears of
hurting its interests with China later
rejodned it realising the dragons
threat to regional pesce and global
commerce, India’s stand at the Quad
is 2 balanced one ln 3 lear signal
e China, PM Modi said that they
“are pot againsd anyone’, but are to-

® LETTERS

Lanka presidency takes left turn

NURA Kumara Dissanayake, 55, has become a sym-

bol of political transformation in Srii Lanka, rising
from a humble rural background to clim the country’s
presidency ima groundbreaking election. While in univer-
sity in the early 1990s, his growing political activism drew
him to the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVF), a beft-wing
Marxist-Leninist party that was characterised by armed
uprisings in 1971 and 1987-89 and represented the op-
pressed Sinhalese rural youth. The violent insurrections
Led by the VP were fuelled by a hardline Marxist ideology
aimed at overthrowing the existing political and economic
systems, which they viewed as exploitative and feudalistic.

gether only to support & rules- b
international order, respect for sov-
ercignty and temitorial imbegrity,
and pesceful resolution of all issues.
China is given a subtle, yet strong,
warning not (o aticmpt o unilater-
ally change the datus quo in mari-
time dis putes by force or coercion.

Onavia Rosase

ORWAY'S plans 10
maove forward with
deep-sea minimg
oould do irreparable dam-
age o unique Arctic ecosys-
tems and even drive unob-
served species o extingtion.

That's the warning issued
Friday in a Greenpeace re-
port tithed Dreep Sea Min-
ing in the Arct i
Treasures at Risk. The en-
vironmental group angues
that Norways mining plans
contradict its previous eco-
logical commitments, such
a3 its 2020 pledge to manage
100% of its o<ean area sus-
taimably by 2025,

“The measare of a nation’s
sucgess is not how many
promises it makes, but how
it honors them and hew
much of its ecosystem is
safeguarded for present and
future generations. Green-
peace Nordic campaigner
Haldis Theldikaat Helle said
in a staterment. “While Nor-
way claims to be a respect-
able mation with responsible
policies an ocean manage-
ment, it's rolling out the red
carpet for decp-sea min-
ing companies to deploy
machines that will cause
irreversible harm 1o the
Arctic’s unique and vulner-
able biodiversity. Somehow
Norway's words and ocean
commitments get forgotten
when profit opporianities
arise. We cannot let that
Mppcﬂ_
ing will cause per-
manent damage to these
ecosystems and it will re-
main impossible to assess
the full extens of those

impacts, let alone control
them”

Norway's parliament
sparked  global  outrage
when it voted to explore its
Arctic seabed for minerals
in January 2024, Its Minis-
try of Energy then released
a plan for the first round of
licenses in June. The coun-
t ims to extend its first
licenses next year and see
mindg begin by 2030,
Now, the Greenpeace re-
port details what would be
at stake if it does so.

“The Arctic is a unique
and vital marine environs
ment, home to one of the
worlds mest fragle and
diverse ecosystems, crucial
for global climate regulation
and supporting a wide array
of species found nowhere
else on Earth” Greenpeace
International executive di-
rector Mads  Christensen
wrote in the report fore-
word. “The recent  deci-
sion by Norway to open up
81200 square kilometers
of its claim to an extended
continental shelf to decp-
sea mining is putting ocean
life and the livelihoads of
those who depend on it a1
grave risk”

The mining would threat-
en life at all levels of the
ocean and all nodes in the
marine food web, Norway
is hoping 1o mine for met-
als in the manganese crusts
around hydrothermal vents,
but these vems have also en-
abled a diverse arvay of life.

“They are home 10 crea-
tures such as stalked jel-
lyfish, tube worm forests,
fsh that produce antifreeze,
and hairy shrimps hosting

‘IRREVERSIBLE HARM'

Norwegian deep-sea mining
threatens Arctic biodiversity

Norway's parliament sparked global
outrage when it voted to explore its
Arctic seabed for minerals in January
2024, Its Ministry of Energy then
released a plan for the first round of
licenses in June. The country aims to
extend its first licenses next year and
see mining begin by 2030. Now, the
Greenpeace report details what would
be at stake if it does so

colonics of bacteria that
can convert toxic hydrogen
sulphides and methane inta
encrgy. Christensen wrote,
“These are unique habitats
with endemic species that
can be found nowhere else
on Earth, including ones
that have yet to be scientifi-
cally described”

Deepsea  species  like
sponges, stony corals, s
pens, sea fans, lace corals,
and black corals are also
particularly vulnerable be-
cause they grow slowly, ma-
tre late, reproduce infre-
quemtly, and live for a long
time. The habitats they form
are therefore classified as

Vulnerable Marine Ecosys-
tems. Mining would disturb
these ecosystems directly as
“underwater robots” would
both damage and remove
thern in the hunt for metals,

However, the impacts of
decp-sca mining extend be-
yond the seabed and includ-
ed sediment plumes, the
release of 1oxing, the alter-
nation of the substrate and
its geochemistry, noise and
light pollution, and moving
some organisms from one
part of the sea to another.
These could harm both ma-
rine and human communi-
ties, as unique conditions
in the Arctic Ocean create

a spring  phytoplankion
bloam that feeds important
fisheries like herring, mack-
erel, and blue whiting. The
area also draws migrating
seabirds and several specics
of marine mammals,

In particular, 12 species
of marine mammals are
commonly found in the arey
slated for mining: minke
whale, humpback whale, fin
whale, blue whale, bowhead
whale, northern bottlenose
whale, sperm whale, orca.
narwhal, white-beaked dol-
phin, harp seal.and hooded
seal.

“Abhough it has long
been  documented  that
whales and dolphins live in
this area, we still know re-
markably little about their
abundance,  distribution,
and  behaviors, including
how much they rely on
healthy ecosystems around
seamourts,” Kirsten Young.
a sclence lead at Greenpeace
Rescarch Laboratories at the
University of Exeter, sasd in
a statement. “Mining will
cauise permanent damage to
thisse ecosystems and it will
remain impossible 1o as-
sess the full extent of those
impacts, let alone control
them”

“What is chear is that Nor-
way's plans not only directly
threaten species and habi-
tats on the seabed, but also
the wider marine ecosys-
e, from the tiniest plank-
ton to the great whales”
Young conchaded.

Norway's plans also come
as the region is already un-
dergoing changes due to the
burning of fossil fuels and
the heating of the atmos-

phere and oocans, A 2023
assessment of the ecosys-
tems of the Norwegian Sea
found that both water tem-
peratures and ocean scidifi-
cation had increased,

Acidification in particu-
lar is of “grave concern’” in
the sea because it is moving
more quickly than the glob-
al average.  (hitps/iwww,
commondreams.org)

“As the waters of the Nor-
dic Seas become more acidi-
fied, there will be impacts
to species, ccosystems, and
ecosystem functioning as a
result of changes 1o organs
iy steueture, distribition,
and ability 1o function
Greenpeace wrote.  Green-
peace is calling on Morway
to abandon its plans for
deep-sca mining and add
its name 1o a ligt of coun-
tries backing a i

Thus we could Lanka taking a left tirn and moving
fast for a new era in island politics.
Darai Ramani Suresfs, Ghaziabad

Laddu row: SIT will achieve little

HY didn’t devotees complain any illnes after con-
suming laddus? Many malpractices are happening
without any fear of God. Are Charvakas appointed in the
holy sheines? All our epics and puranas are delving deep
on what is Dharma and Adharma. What surpriscs is we
are committing all these sins knowingly. But change is not
seen towards righteousness. [t is pitiable and unpardon-

able.
N Ramalakstmi, Secunderabad
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EQUEST hon'ble Chiefl Minister to conduct a full
investigation into the developments at Tirumala and
punish the culprits severely. People who have faith in moral
values and are not invelved in politics should be appointed
as members of the governing body: A law should be made
toensure that the income generated by the devotees of Sri-
waru is used only for the development of Tirumala Kshe-
tram and for the construction of facilities. The government
should take steps to ensure complete transparency in the

utilization of funds by protecting the assets of TTD.
Appauna Gomapa, Visakhapatnam

HIS refers to “SIT to probe Tirumala laddu adultera-
tho” (23 Sep). T think it is elearly proved that whole
Laddu prasadam adulteration has come as “Varaprasa-
dam” for both TDP Chief Minister CBN and JSP DCM
PK. Instead of directing the TTD to book the supplier of
adulterated ghee, both of them are adulterating sentiments
of the people with politics, and ne wonder CM is leading
Shanti Pariharam and DCM is performing Decksha in
Guntur, The disunity itselfl proves that both want 1o take
credit for fighting for devotees. The SIT by police officials
is of no use and they have zero scientific knowledge about
food safety and even if they take the assistance of food
analyst, their report would not be fair which can lead to

another round of blame game ete.
N Naganajir, Hyderabad

g to note that TDP was sleeping for two

on the practice. In addition,
the group urges Norway to
instead facilitate more sci-
entific research in its Arc-
tic waters and to protect
network of 30% of them by
2030 in keeping with the
Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversi Framework
and work with other nations
to preserve all marine envi-
ronments under the global
oCEan treaty.

“Now, when six of the
nine planctary boundaries
have been exceeded, is not
the time to be opening up a
new frontier 1o extraction,
but one when we should all
be doubling down on doing
what Is needed to safeguard
the wildlife and ecosystems
that we share this wonder-
ful blue planet with,” Chris-
tensen said,

Impediments to economic growth

Sarvaral Minox

NDIAS inherent poten-

tal to scake many notches
up the economic scale have
been stymied by lethal com-
bination of lopsided poli
cles, gross mismanagement
of resources, dysfunctional
and malfunctioning official
machinery,  omnipresent
corruption and unscrupu-
lous political regimes.

One of the major im-
pediments to the overall
oconomic progress is the
massive drain on the ex-
choquer caused by the huge
oot escalation «due o pro-
tracted implementation and
completion of infrastructure
projects. For obwious rea-
sons, this crucial fact is ei-
ther downpliyed or pushed
under the <arpet. while
showeasing performance in-
dicators.

Mimistry of Ssagistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) data on delayed
projects and its financial
implications, reflects gross
irresponsibility  and  laid-
back style of implementing
agencies. According to the

latest dana, time and result-
ant cost overeuns. of 448 pro-
jects - worth Rs 150 crore
and above - amounted to
555 lakh crore. The origi-
nal cost of 1,838 projects,
which was Rs 27,64.246.50
crore at the implementa-
tion stage, is estimated to
increase by over 20 per cent
to s 3319600 84 crore a1
the time of completion, A
total of 792 projects have
overshot theie deadlines for
completion, of which. the
completion of 380 projects
will be delayed by 5 years to
mare than 5 years beyond
schedule. Can India afford
the huge boss incurred from
avobdable delays in profect
implementation?

Project cost and resubtant
time overruns have proved
to be main impediments o
develapment and growth of
the coumtry. An economy
starved or deprived of ne-
sources and infrastructure
will become brittle and un-
sustainable.  For  instance,
agriculiure  output  would
have increased maniiold if
irrigation projects had been
completed  according  to

The ariginal cost of 1,838 projects, which was Rs
27,64,246.50 crore at the implementation stage,
is estimated to increase by over 20 percentto RS
33,19,601.84 crore at the ime of completion, A
total of 792 projects have overshot their deadlings for

pletion, of which, the

spletion of 380 projects

will be delayed by 5 years to more than 5 years beyond
schedule. Can India afford the huge loss incurred
from avoidable delays in project implementation?

schedule. Increased  water
resaurces would have facili-
tated mose areas inchuding
drought prone arcas 1o be
braught under cubtivation,
Dearth of infrastructure
could mean stagnant or
sluggish growth. Projects
completed after a long du-
ration coubd also result in
their possible redundancy

= the infrastructure would
s longer be of any use after
completion. Such an eventu-
ality has become a possibility
ins view of Fast paced state-of-
the-arnt developments.
Indian economy has in-
curred huge losses due to de-
Lay in completion of projects.
According o reports, on an
average project delays have

Treen in range of 5 to 20 years.
Cost and time overruns will
not only impose heavy bur-
den on the finances, but also
incapacitates the country to
keep pace with the growing
demands for infrastructure.
The ramification of cost
“D'] time overruns are many
and it impacts every area of
economy. Cost escalation
would force the government
to opt for more borrowings
of make adjustments in the
badgeted allecations for oth-
ef purposes. Such unplanned
expenditure and  debts 1o
meet project cost escalation
will inevitably create a huge
burden on the government
coffers apart from consider-
able increase in debt servie-
ing. Accoeding to the finance
ministry Indias external bor-
rowings as on March 2024
was at a whopping $663 bil-
liom and its interest payments
on these debts B reported to
e around 20 per cent of the
country’s total expenditare.
The narrative comtinues
with financial burdens accu-
mulating to Insurmountable
proportions,  The Comp-
troller and Audit General

of India = CAG- have very
often exposed innumerable
deficiencies and improprie-
thes i the implementation of
government projects and the
resultant cost and time over-
runs. It had also, frequently,
pointed out fimsy and irra-
tional measons given by the
governments o justify their
indiscretions.

Shockingly, there  have
never been any  attempts
on tse part of the various
governments to rectify the
Baults within and prevent
cost and time overruna, Es-
tablishments, over the years
have been quick 1o come out
with excuses and reasons for
delays, but demonstrated
an innate incompetence in
preventing the resultant fis-
cal amarchy. India is also
paying a heavy price due to
omnipresent correplion in
the corridors of power. Pro-
jects are overvalued toa level
many times higher than the
urusmal CoSt [0 ACCOMET-
date bribes for those at the
helm of affairs,

( Writer is @ scnior
Jjournalist)

Imanlhso.n |helabrn-pnr| before making it public. There
is no valid reason for this delay and the two months pe-
riod was surreptitiously used by TDF to cook up ‘evidence’
and buy support to corner YSRCP, which in turn kunched
counter offensive by demanding CBI investigation o a
probe by a former judge of SC. But for using the media o
finish the opposition in AP, the TDP or for that matter the
NDA did precious little to efectively win the confidence
of the people who voted them to power, by implem enting
their electoral promises inchuding Super 6 guarantees.

Crovardlicana Myneedu, Vijayawada

ANR award at HT-Hill-advised

HE imstituting of the ANR award in the ficld of act-
ing and performing arts in an otherwise wholly tech-
LR iy £ e L

2l academic prestig like
Indian Institwte of Technology-Hyderabad (IIT-H) seems
quite odd and out of place, Instead it is befitting if such an
award Is instituted in the Films and Television Institute of
India (FT), Pune.

Seshagiri Row Karry, Hyderabad

Will Congress gambit pay off?

HOUGH the grand old party still needs allies in most
states, its attitude towards ally AAP after the seat-shar-
ing talks in Haryana not coming through is a chear revela-
tion of its old policy of sidelining a party after it served the
needs in Lok Sabha polls. Congress duplicity is exposed
which may prove counter-productive to the party in the
coming polls in Haryana on account of AAP deciding to go
italone in the home state of Kejriwal, where his popularity

has not fully diminished,
K R Srinivasan, Secunderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

@ BENGALURU ONLINE

Threat to life from Munirathna's
supporters alleged; complaint made
against inspector to CM

BENGALURL: BJP MLA Munirathna booked in three
cases, gol out of two cases and was jailed in another one.
Meanwhille, it was said that Munirathna’s supporters threat-
ened the rape victim's san. Former (orpouml \'l-lu Mk
and leaders of Dalit

the backdrap of life threats from Mumrulun Naidu’s g.{..
porlm

Those who complained are getting life threatening calls.
They are always troubling us in one way or another. The
CM has also been requested to suspend Munirathnas close
aide I N Reddy from Hebbugudi police station.

Speaking after the CM's visit, former corporator Velu Naik
made a serious allegation that Hebbagodi police station
FITN Reddy is trying to destroy evidence. | N Reddy has
helped Naidu in all kinds of ways from tapping the phone
of opponents. Inspector | N Reddy is the most prominent
among those who destroyed evidence.

~ Readmoreat
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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EMBRACING
CONVENIENCE

By purchasing convenience are we not
risking our skills and self-reliance

AACHNA LAKHPATI

dvanced gadgets in today's world offer convenience and enhance
Aour daily lives. However, at some point, It appears that we have

lost sight of the delicate balance between tooks that improve pro-
ductivity and objects that simply encourage lazingss, Similar o our homes,
the market s currentty filed with a wide array of devices that saem to
serve litle purpose other than solving problems that we never really had
to begin with.Considar the salad mixer or the cor stripper, lor instance.
At first glance, these products offer a convenlent solubion for busy house-
holds looking to save time. But ana they fruly necessary?
Is It really necessary to rely on machines to mix our salad or remove
karnels from a cob, when these tasks can be eforflessty accomplishad
using our own hands?The consumer market is saturated with a pletho-
ra of gadgets and products that claim to simplify our lives. In reality, they
contribute to the mess in our homes and encourage a lifestyle focusad
on convenience that is quite lazy. ks not wnply about the quansity of these
devices; its about their signifs such
a5 washing machines and mlcrnwa\les were hlthy praised for thelr abil-
Ity to liberate people from mundane household tasks, allowing them to
focus on more meaninglul activities,
These products had a significant impact on producthity, allowing for
more efficient use of time without any negative effects on
Inclividuals. However, in this era of excessive consumerism, the notion
af convenignce has been taken to edreme levels, We're d with
2 never-ending array of products that promise to make our kves easier,

allowing us to save time and avoid any sort of physical exertion. What
Is the outcomea? 'We are growing mare disconnected from basic, every-
dary tasks, refying instear on gadgets that often end up fargatien in the
cupboard once their initial exciterment wears off,
This crowded marketplace is a clear outcome of a soclety consumed
by metealism, Our livies ane constantly bombarded with advertising, con-
vincing us that every small inconvenience can be solved by purchas-
Ing the latest product, ks e meaant o be devoid of challenges? Or does
Itinelude striking & balanca between making lihe simgler and Bmiting our-
seives to doing things ourselves We should consider wheather the ilems
we buy fullll a genuine need or if they are making us passive partici-
pants in our own lives. Our goal is to find ways to make daily routines
less burdensome.
We should be discerning consumers; the aim is fo invest in products
that ganuinaly enhance our lives, rather than filing our homes with things
that pretend o be lent but laziness.F , the
ecessive consumption of products has wﬂlcam canszqusnus for
the natural anvironment, Each unnacessary ftam contributes o the esca-
Iating issues of waste and resource depletion. In addition, the ongoing
cost of constantly chasing after the latest and most desirable gadget is
something that many households simply cannot afford.
As consumers, we hold the power to create chaﬂgs through the choic-
&5 we make, We should strive for | would hel
simplify life but not erode our self-reliance. In es mca ffe s about invest-
Ing time and energy wisety in what matiers, not buying something we
don't need So, the neat time you feel termpted 1o purchase something
new, take a moment o reflect: does this item genuinely simplity my lite,
or am | simply becoming more inclined towards laziness?

(The author is a motivator and freelance writer, Wews are personal)

facebook. com/dailyploneer | @TheDaillyPloneer | Instagram.comddailyploneer/

Women’s fight for equality

expands to the digital space

PRIYANKA
CHATURVEDI

In today’s world, women are asserting their rights not only in public but also
in digital spaces, demanding equality across all El‘»pLCt‘» of life

smen were the original
"“computers,” Back in the
day, in the late 1800s,
these women computers
worked in the science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) fiebds, manually crunching large
amounts of data theough tedious compu
tations, & task often deemed too trivial for
misle scientists. Somewhere between then
and 1m|-.|;,-. not only has our role as being
seen as the backbone of STEM research
diminished, but we have also bost an equal
stake in the development of madern tech
nalogies.
Today, women around us actively demand
equality in all aspects of life, including the
digital space. Innumerable women-led
protests have driven change around the
world and have taken over digital spaces as
well, However, relics of histarical margin
alisation have crept into our virtual spaces
and settled as obstackes for women in their
paths to achieving digital equity, as a result
of which they Elu' blases, are actively
silenced, and are subject to abuse.
Recently, | visied Warsaw bo attend the Vital
Vodces Global Action Summit, which
locussed on women for fights and demac
racy, where | witnessed a convergence of
volces of women across countries and
spheres of work - activism, policy, and pol
tics.
The comvergence of these volces wis not
limited o advocating for increased women's
representation and highlighting how
women are fighting back for stronger
democracies as their rights form the
bedrock of democratic countries; but also
on_how women have unequal access 1o
technology, how tech creates a skewed idea
of democracy by actively invisibilising
and silencing women, how so media
algorithms are not addressing the challenges
wamen face on varkous platiorms that "pro-
mote the bdea of free speech” and how that
very "free speech” is used as a tool by bul
lies and autocrats with no definitive sction
<|ﬁi||m| trolling. These challenges are glob
y acknowledged, and all countries are
committed to addressing them through
Ideas of rights and democracy,
In India, Iﬁu moat significant obstacle has
been the lack of access o mobile phones
and the Internet

WOMEN-LED et
PROTESTS cians fice significantly more trolling

According 1o the latest NFHS sur.
wey, only one-third of our female
population between the ages of 15
and 49 have ever used the Internet,
compared to more than half of the
male population in the same age
group, The dighal divide worsens
with factors ':kr an increase in
women's age, o decrease in their
family incomes, and for those
women belonging to marginalised
communities and living in rueal
areas, Additionally, women often
lack ownership of mobile phones,
s shared or moni

TODAY. WOMEN m:-:llll:;:lu‘lik:::uslnII)'mtl'mb-tl'ra ur
AHOUMD US ther hindering their digital partic

ipation,

ACTIVELY For these :rlmm\'kl whli Inlllk‘hlgrulﬂ
overcome these access barrlers, the
DEMAND next challenge emerges - an alarm

EQUAL“’Y Ingly high rate of cybercrimes com

prising threats, violence, pornogra

INALL phy, h|<|lkl|lr.lll\t| mare, This poses

ged sword, with Indian

ASPECTS Cours repotey taing caues of

OF LIFE,
INCLUDING offences committed in the phys.!..'ul
THE DIGIAL 1 ' i
INNUMERABLE roles that bring them to the digital

sexul harassment and other forms
of online bullying bess seriously than

winmen [rom belng vocal on sockal
media platforms and taking up

imelight, including politics,
y Indian femmale polit

than those in the US or UK, with

HAVE DRIVEN ::lnn‘ I'|In||\]\ minority m‘\utus. and
wse challenging societal norms
CH'&NGE and male puhln‘;ll lemders facing

AROUND THE  mare vicious attacks of hate cam

palgns. The Bulll Bal and Sulli

WORLD AND  Deals scandals should serve as
HAVE TAKEN i byt the torget wamn i

QVER order o tﬁ\ nce them

pse
which remained unaddressed by the

D|G|Tﬁ|_ SPACES central government for long, 10 was

AS WELL the Mumbai Police, under the Maha

Vikas Aghadi government led by
Uddhay I'hm.'t‘ ¥, which had
cracked the case and brought the
accused 1o book after the victims'
relentless hopes that the central gov.

ernment would step in and take it
up with the social media platforms.
The third obstacle Is strange and
ever-evoly the social media
algorithm, Despite its ||n-|u--ml
progressiveness, this algorithm
secms o propagate long-held bias

es that we have been trying 1o elim

inmte from soclety, nite

ligence technologles came with
promises o improve user experi
ences and make soclal media plat
Terrns sader for all its users, However,
these promises seem 1o have been
limited 1o certain sections of soci
ety. Human biases have translated
into AL binses and reflect sexist and
rackst tendenches. For instance, pho
tographs of men and women in sim
Har contexts are judged differently

by Al technologies. Images of

women in sportswear or lingerie
have been scored much higher in
Al's ‘racy’ scale compared to com.

parable photos of men. Avatar

generating Al apps have demon.

strated similar patterns, with Al see

ing men as astronauts, warriors, or
on music album covers and
women'
and over-sexvalised versions of
themaelves. The Al's blas becomes
more evident when female faces are
labelled male and the avatars turn
inte more assertive-looking and
Fully-clo characters,

The Ipm slern with the algorithm
hurdle extends beyond individual
Images. The technology behind
these tools ks clearly flawed, yet the
same is being used o control what
comes in our sockl media feeds
Depending on how Al rates an
Imiagge, it Is suppressed from reach

I its audiences without the creator
betrg wware. Similar kinds of censor

d:l]\']lmw been noted on posts con

taining political m dliffer

ent nstances, algorithms have rapid

ly amplified misogynistic content,
particularly to younger audiences,
with increased content on anger and
blame directed at women, indicat

ing clear issues with the algorithm
disparately affecting women,

i bt'lnr mostly nude
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It §s unbortunately left up Lo women
o find ways 1w beat the algorithm
and find creative ways to fi H‘:I these
béases as they remain severely under
ented in the techn ||.ugr seC

at the 20 largest ghobal tech
¢ COmpanies, women compeise
33% of the workdorce and onl
hald leadership positions as of 2022,
The challenges of palicy and repre
sentation put India at an opportu
nity to pave the way to attain digh
tal equity. With the world's highest
number of STEM graduates- 400 of
whom are women- a large fraction
of the female population can be
included in developing future tech.
nalogies, Yet, despite these numbers,
the representation of Indian women
in the tech wurkiuru remalng dis

As India positions itself as a global
leader in STEM, harnessing its
untapped pool of female talent
through targeted policies could
drive systematic change, advancing
baoth digital and physical equity for
women worldwide, Cur paolicies
need to reflect this and should
become the facilitators o have more
waomen in workplaces, that encour.
age having women techpreneurs,
pushing industries 1o bring in more
equity, dealing with enline harass
ment with an iron fist and, more
ortantly, focussing on tech

By Including mose girels and women,
particularly from diverse back
grounds, on technical and scientif:
bc teams, we can ensure that the
development of new technologies
wddresses women's unlgue chal
lenges around access, digital litera.
cy, and online abuse. Training
women not only for technical roles
bt alsos for leadership positions will
allow them 1o shape tech-related
Lsulh les and decisions, ultimately
iding to safer, more inclusive dig
ital spaces,

(The writer is a Shiv Seria - UBT,
Rajya Sabha MP; views are
personal)
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The Decline of Malayalam literature: A tale of nepotism and fading standards

Driven by favouritism and pol

monopolised by the
and Left intellectual

unless one gets hands-on
experience in life and the
world in which we live, no lit

scribed by M K

the winds all the norms pre
< Menon and
selected Pokker's collection

ifical influence, prestigious literature awards are no longer a reflection of literary excellence they once used to be

K Menon (1928-1993), the
author of Indias longest novel

a sub-standard work an chil
dren’s literature, " The reason?
Unni who was the chairman

he reasons for the
I downfall in the stan
dards of Malayalam lit

crary works have come out
thanks to an ectogenarian it
erary pmli-..mnnrwlm Is pas
shonate about the high quali

ty novels, short storles, and

poems authored by the
G Sankara Kurup, Thakazhi
Sivasankara Pillal, Kesava Dev,
5 K Poltekatty, etc,
Malayalam novels, poems and
stories, a trendsetter of mod
ern Hierature during the 1940
1970 period and which
hogged the national limelight
have paled into Insignificance
over the last four decades
because of the poor standard
of writing, The modern \|<|g'
writers are obsessed only with
wwards and the resultant cash
prizes that come with ot
according to C K Anandan

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN

Pillal, the 81- year old editor
of Sahitya Vimarsam, a quar
terly publication exclusively
focusing on literary works. In
his pursuit o find out the rea
sons for the fall in the stan
dards of M;ll.linll.lm literary
works, what Pillai found out is
shocking. "More than the
quality of the works, the writ
ers are vying with one anoth
erto get the awards instituted
by Kerala Sahitya Academy,

mosdern day Malwyalam writ
ers are ignomnt about the
great works of Kalida
They do not have any idea
about Premchand,
Saraswathichandra, K M
Munshi or Sarat Chandra
Cha llll"lhllu\}d}d or even Kalki
af nelghboring Tamil Nadu"
sald Dr Ravi Shankar § Nair,
s wiell as

e,
nimiself a protagonist of mod
ern literature in Malayalam
sabd that what is belng pub
lished nowadays as novels
and stories wre mere jugglery
with words and sentences,

Kesava Diev, always considersd
a rebel as well as revalution
ary in Malayalam literature
had sald I the 19705 that

erature would be possible
Dev was the first Malayalam
writer o write about head load
workers, rickshaw pullers and
subalterns in the kerala soci
ety, His interactions with peo
ple in this category resulted in
eternal classles ifllw Odayil
Ninnu {From the Guiter)
which was written in 1940,
Since the story had its origin
fromm the bottom of his heart,
the work remains an eternal
classic more than eight
decades afier it was published,
Anandan Pillal has shocking
disclosures 1o make 1o the
readers,

The works that bag the top
honours from Kerala get
Il\nfnlsllﬂ by the Mational
Academy of Letiers In New

Delhi. Standards and qualities
are dumped Into guiters as
third-rated writers walk away
with awards and cash prizes,
What happens is that the truly
deserving writers never make
it to the victory stand.

The Vilasini Award for 2024
declared by the Kerala Sahitya
Academy to P K Pokker has
opened o can of worms, The
Award was meant for studies
in the branch of Malayalam
novels and Wlhlllﬁlhlﬂ(\h\}' M

The Inheritors (Avakaasikal)
published in 1980,

When Menon found that
there were no serlous studies
about Malayalam novels, he
set apart Rs Hive lakh as a cor
pus fund and instituted an
award for the best study
undertaken on Ma
novels. The award c
prize money of Rs 50,000 and
a citation, The one stringent
condition by Menon was that
the award ai’muhl be given to
a serious and quality study on
a novel,

He also wanted the award
should be named after O
Chandu Menon, author of
Indulekha, the first ever
Malayalam novel. The
Marxists ruling the Kerala
Sahitya Academy threw to

of essays “The Blue Light of
Creativity” for this year's
award,
Menon had instructed in his
will that there is no need for
the academy 1o honour the
writers as a ritual every year,
“He had mentioned that if no
quality studies are available,
the award need not be given
at all” said A B Reghunathan
Mair, who helped Menon 1o
draft the will,
Pillal points out that this ks not
Just one case of nepatism and
favouritism which are the
hallmasks of Sahitya Academy,
K P Ramanunnl, executive
committee member of the
Mational Academy of Letters
chaose Unni Ammayambalam,
a hitherto unlu-uni'wr.u-r for

of Pottekkat Memorial Award
Committee had ensured that
Hamanunni got the award for
the best story,

Self-styled poets are all mem
bers of the wward mafia ruling
the roost In Malayalam liter
ature.

The Mational Academy of
Letters, as part of a cover-up
mibssion, has stopped publiciz
ing the names of jury mem
bers, books that were consid
ered and w e the selec
thon process have put an iron
curtain on queries under the
BT Act. Well, it is better to
leave certain things unsaid,
unexplained and undisclosed,
(The writer (s the south India
af the Ploneer;
wiews are personal)
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Fixing the accountability

The possi

ility that Tirupati laddus contain animal fat

has sparked outrage and fueled bitrer political battle

tain substandard ingredients, with reports of adulteration, including animal

Whether driven by apathy or greed, the Tirupati laddus have been found to con-

fat, -an act that many consider a sacrilege apainst faith. For decades, the
Tirupati laddu has been offered as prasadam to millions of devotees at the Tirumala
Venkateswara Templa in Andhra Pradesh. The mere thought of it being adulterated,
let alone made with animal fat, is revolting, somathing no devout Hindu could have
ever imagined. The Tirupati Laddus became the centre of a major controversy when
Chandrababu Naidu, accused the previous Y 5 Jagan Mohan Reddy-led Government
of using animal fat in the laddus, sparking outrage among devotees and political fac-
tions. On September 18, 2024, Chandrababu Naidu made a startiing claim during

an NDA legislative party meeting, allegi

Government,

ng that under the Y5 Jagan Mohan Reddy
animal fat were used in the prepa-
ration of the laddus. To give his allegations weight
his party's spokesperson, Anam Venkata Ramana
Reddy, presented a lab report from the National Dairy
Development Board's Gujarat laboratory. According
to this report, the ghee used in the laddus contained
beef tallow, lard (pig fat), and fish oil.

The report, dated July 16, 2024, confirmed the pres-
ence of these substances, which Naidu and his sup-
porters described as a grave affront to the Hindu faith.
In his defence Y5 Jagan Mohan Reddy, the former
Chief Minister accused Naidu of engaging in paliti-
cal opportunism and using religion to gain mileage.

Reddy emphasised that the ghee procured for the
laddus came from National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration
Laboratories certified companies and underwent rigorous testing before being used.
He accused Naidu of trying to divert attention from his own administration's failures.
While nothing has been definitively proven yet, there are clear indications of possi-
ble wrongdoing. The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam board procures approximately
five lakh kilograms of ghee annually through an e-tender system. The Kamataka Milk
Federation (KMF), a former supplier of ghee to the temple, clarified that it had stopped
supplying ghee four years ago due to pricing issues. This leaves open the question
of where the current ghee supplies are sourced from. This must be probed and estab-
lished before reaching any conclusion and fixing the responsiblity. It has to be han-
dlad carefully, as this could become a serious issue as sentiments of people are
involved. Y5 Sharmila, president of the Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee, called
for a CBI probe to uncover the truth. The BJP too. has expressed concern. Right
now it would be premature to fix responsibility without indepth investigations. As calls
for investigations grow louder, the confroversy has not only shaken faith but also
placed the sanctity of religious offerings at the centre of a bitter political battle.

PICT

A pesacock spesads ils plomage at e National Zoclogical Park, in Mew Delhi

ANREF: A catalyst
for India’s R&D

Backed by substantial funding and strategic direction, Anusandhan National Research
Foundation seeks to address societal challenges while creating a research culture

he role of research
and development
(R&D) in nation-
building is pivotal, as
it drives economic
growth, boosts global compet-
itiveness, provides solutions to
societal challenges, equips
learners with 21st-century
skills, and enhances defense
capabilities critical to national
security and strategic position-
ing. R&D investment not only
strengthens global influence
but aE:s allows for the develop-
ment of tailored solutions to
local needs. A strong focus on
research fosters a technically
empowered youth, whao, in
tuen, fuel entreprencurship and
innovation,
India’s current RE&D expendi-
ture is only 0,66 per cent of its
GDP, i country
ific foun-
dation, ranking third globally
in research publications and
PhD graduates, In 2022, India
published over 300,000
research papers, demonstrating
its commitment to knowledge
advancement. Furthermore,
India ranks sixth in the world
for patent grants. The scientif-
ic community has long called
for increasing R&D spending to
at least 2 per cent of GDF to
scale up research that address-
es societal needs. As Bill Gates
once said, “] believe in innova-
tion, and that the way you get
innovation is you fund research
and i(nu learn the basic facts”
Similarly, Albert Szent-Gyorgyi
noted, “Research is all about
four things: brains to think,
eyes to see, machines to mea-
sure, and money.”
Indids research ecosystem is set
for a transformative shift with
the launch of the Anusandhan
Mational Research Foundation
[AMNRF), a significant initiati
by the Modi government a
at enhancing research and
innovation across the nation.
ANRF is poised to promote
intcrdiscipﬁnm'}l research, cul-
tivate a strong research culture,
and position India as a global
leader in science and innova-
tion,
ANRF will receive Rs 50,000
crore over five years, with con-
tributions from industry, phil-

anthropists, and both
domestic and international
sources, including govern-
ment funds, Industry partic-
ipation is crucial to ensure
that research outcomes align
with real-world needs and
are effectively implemented.
ANRF's mandate covers
strategic  direction in
research, innovation, and
entrepreneurship across dis-
ciplines such as natral sci-
ences, engineering, technol-
ogy, environmental sciences,
health, and agriculture. lis
goal is o foster collaborative
research essential to solving
the pressing issues facing
humanity,

The transition from the
Science and Enginecring
Research Board (SERB) to
ANRF marks a si cant
shift in research priorities,
Initiatives such as doubling
private sector involvement in
R&D, increasing full-time
researchers haostin
women's participation, ang
creating a national reposito-
ry of §T1 data are expected
to  spur  innovation,
According to Dr. Abhay
Karandikar, Secretary of the
Department of Science and
Technology, will be
crucial for fostering an inno-
vation-driven environment,
At AMRF's first Governing
Board meeting, chaired by
PM Narendra Modi, key

decisions were made to over-
haul the research ecosys-
tem, Modi emphasised the
need to remove obstacles in
research, set ambitious goals,
and pursue breakthrough
research that addresses
national needs. He stressed
that while problems may be

lobal, their solutions must

e tailored 1o India's unique
context,

J Several initiatives were
INDIA'S CURRENT approved, including the
R&D EXPENDITURE  Iminch of programs te build
1S ONLY research n:;lp)ztcilic:i il:i umi-
versities with underdevel-

d research cultures, wsin,

0.66 PER CENT OF %% o
a hub-and-spake model witl
ITS GDP. established institutions.
ANRE will also focus on
DESPITE THIS, :nissinn-mnde research in
riority areas such as
THE CSUSNTSHY E’.Icc c{-‘chic]ch,ﬁdmnccd
BOASTS A Mat. Is, Smart
ROBUST Infrastructure, Solar Cells,
and Health Technologies,
Additionally, the decision
SCIENTIFIC to establish Centers of
FOUNDA“ON, Excellence for interdiscipli-
nary research in humanities
RANKING  and social sciences will pro-

THIRD GLOBALLY
IN RESEARCH
PUBLICATIONS

mote multidisciplinary
efforts, The board also high-
lighted the need for flexible
funding mechanisms to
ensure case of cnndncljnﬁ

AND PHD research and emphasize
the importance of funda-
GRADUATES mental research alongside

applied research,
'ng ANREF faces the monu-

HF TIWARI

£

mental task of driving
reforms that create tangible
societal impact, [t aims 1o
shift research priogities from
volume-based output to
quality-driven innovation,
with the ultimate goal of
making India self-reliant
and a iﬁl]hll research leader,
The Foundation will suppaort
translational  research
beyond Technology
Readiness Level-3 (TRL-3),
ensuring research outcomes
are applied real-world
contexts, s aligns with
PM Modi's vision of a *Viksit
Bharat@2047;

The operationalization of
ANRF marks a decisive step
in revolutionizing Indias
research and innovation
landscape, It promises faster
decision-making  and
reduced response times to
meet the needs of the S&T
system.

This development positions
India’s scientific communi-
ty to adopt global best prac-
tices in research funding
and promotion, With ANRF
now functional, the scientif-
ic community is eagerly
anticipating the realization
of long-awaited reforms,
including the exemption of
on scientific equip-

ment,
(The writer is vice chancel-
lor af Punjab university;
views are personal)

Letting go of hab

harm environment

As our modern conveniences push us closer to environmental catastrophe, it

its that

SAMJAY CHANDRA

becomes crucial to reflect on the small, mindful steps thar can lead to lasting change

ransitions are always
difficult, more so
when one is asked 1o

break away from habits
formed over an entire life-
time, We are hurtling
towards a certain catastrophe
if we do not change and start
caring for nature,

1 uscg tov leavee the tap run-
ning while brushing my
teeth, shaving, or even wash-
ing my hands until a few
years back. We installed
waler aeralors in our 1aps to
conserve water, | maﬁs.cd
that my shave with running
tap water without an ae
in an addition-
al three-fourths of a bucket
going down the drain, Even
with the aerator I result-
ed in some wastage,

1 had forgotten that my
grandfather shaved with just
a mug full of water. As I nar-
rated the results of my exper-
iment to others, [ realised
that a few were aware and
were already into conserva-
tion, but many needed that
extra push.l remember
drinking fap water till much
later in adulthood, 1 moved

vive, The initial filters were
simpler devices with candles
in the container or those
screwed onto the tap.
We started going up the
professional ladder, and
salaries increased. The
devices also became maore
advanced, their adventising
even more aggressive. We
also swilchmf to RO, We
were now generating maore
wastewater and depleting
essential minerals, We part-
Iy resolved the issue by util-
ising the drain water for
lants and wet mopping the
or,
We are now contemplatin
switching to ultraviolet fil-
ters, a technology-driven

to Calcutta for my first rail-
way posting, My well-wish-
ers asked me to filter and
boil water if I were to sur-

P upon the ear-
lier devices. A few years
back I was in the market
with my wife. As 1 carried
the shopping of the day in

bright-coloured polythene
ha@gi}.‘wc were appllzmc};u:d by
a couple of young women,
Their tone was aggressive as
they asked us the reason for
the synthetic bags. | brushed
them aside rather rudely at
this transgression in my pri-
vate space. I might have
been more receptive had
they i:slilcly explained the
agenda of 'Say No to Plastic’
or might have felt shamed
enough if they had silently
handed over a couple of
cloth bags that they carried
with them for distribution.
We now cloth bags
during trips to the market
and even malls,
Technology has made owr
lives mm?ﬂrlnhlc. However,
this has also resulted in an
increased generation of e-
waste. Electronic waste con-
tains hazardous and toxic
substances. These should
not be dumped in landfills w
avoid contamination of soil,
water, and air, We now hand
aver the e-waste to designat-
ed agencies.] remember
paper was expensive in ouwr
younger days, We did rough
work on one-sided paper,
and even on margins, till the
entire blank space was filled
up. Unused pages were care-

fully taken out from the
previous year's notebooks,
and bound at home, to be
used at home,
Old newspapers were used as
covers to protect books,
Younger siblings used 1
hand-me-downs from the
older ones. A snip here, and
a tuck there by Mother and
it was a changed dress, Peels
or rinds of fruits or vegeta-
bles were used 1o the last
ounce. The cattle thrived
on it. My wife prepared a
tasty chutney recently grind-
ing the .:Fm"d pcan with
herbs and spices,
These are small steps;
nonetheless, they are a mave
forward, American Professor
of Psychalogy, Ellen Langer's
words are appropriate,
“There is always a step small
enough from where we are
to get us to where we want
to be. If we take that small
step, there's always another
we can take, and eventually,
a goal thought to be oo far
o reach becomes achiev-
able”
(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts
classes n creative writing:
views are personal)

LETTERS LR AT :]

TIRUPATI LADDU CONTROVERSY
Madam — The contamination of ani-
fats in Laddu prasadam at Tirupati
emple has rocked the country
with widespread criticism and calls for
harsh punishment of the guilty. It has
also roped in some political controver-
sy. However, it leaves behind the sub-
stantial questions for Temple manage-
ment towards management of
prasadam, community feasting, langars
etc, With net worth of Rs 2.5 lakh crore
and annual income of Rs 5111 crore,
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD)
and simi ‘Rd ligious trusts man-
aging the prestigious temples should
plan for self reliance in shudh desi ghee
and dairy products, vegetables, edible
oils etc, by establishing gaushalas, farm-
ing and setting up quaﬁly control cells
to check and stop adulteration in food
products, Gaushalas will protect cows,
It should be considered that dry prasad,
dey fruits may be provided 1o the
devorees, There should be strict control
on food and prasad offerings in the tem-
ples as it is seen that the devotees are
even offering pakoda and samosa too,
the pl.‘l'i.:ih:lﬁ'!.‘ within a few hours.
Beyond Prasad and food,
ous temples and trusts
schools, colleges, Univ 5, hospitals
and research institutions with
Government collaborations, Further
the tribal areas should be adopted by the
religious trusts for education, health and
:ikiIIfi ng, It will also check conversions,
It is all the more important that the
Hindu temples are liberated from
Government clutches and taxation of
income, if any, should be restricted as
per Income Tax Act 1961
Vinod Johri| Delli

FACT CHECK UNIT UNCONSTITUTIONAL
Madam— Except the top 10 democra-
tie countries of the m:r]‘:l. the govern-
ments of any other country have not
provided complete freedom of expres-
sion to their citizens, By finding some
fault in every kind of freedom, the gov-

the prosper-

hould set u)

India’s extreme summer

cearding ta Climate Cantral, a non-prof-
All news website based in New Jorsey,

India lived through its sscond hottest
summer, batween Juna and August, 2024, in
the last 54 years, Thera ware as mary as 143
heatwave daathes in the country during the pari=
od. Mare, thera were neary 42,000 heat stroke
casgs reported in the country in the above
thres months. Intarastingly, bath man mada

ernments have tried to curb that expres-
sion by calling it a tampering with the
security of the country. Like the
Government of India has done. In
2023, by making amendments in the IT
rules, the 5=s-c;|llfcd Fact Check Unit was
formed, Through which the comment
made against the government has been
allnwcc[’m be rejected by calling it fake
and action has also been recommend-
ed against its account holder, The
Mumbai High Court has directly
declared it a threat to freedom and
democracy,

The Bombay High Court has abolished
the Fact Check Unit which curbed free-
dom of expression. Justice Atul
Chandurkar fms considered it a viola-
tion of Articles 14,19, 191-G and 21 of
the Constitution. The court said that the
interpretation of FCLU is vague and does
not stand the test of logic. Senior advo-
cate Navroz Sirval, who represented
stand-up comedian Kunal Kamra, clar-
ified betore Justice Chandurkar that the

climate change and EI Nina ware blamed for
the scorching summar this year. In El Nino,
the acean surface warms unusually abave the
mormal averagpe bavel in the tropical Pacific
Dcean. Many Indian cities bore the brunt of
wery high temparatures running into almost
T0 days in s0me cases.
The wehsita has said that a mind boggling 420
millian paapéa if India experienced severe heat
conditions for at least a weak. Alarmingly, this
may net be a one-aff year and the ensuing
wears can witness a similar kind of intansa heat
months if differant levels of glabal warming
are not scientifically assessed and tackled with
tihe wimost seriousness it deseres. In the past,
muparts have warned that india is going to wit-
mess maore frequent heatwavas with savers
imtensity. The antire South Asia will xpariance
more and mare heatwaves in the future.
Ganapathi Bhat | Akala
ment wants to suppress. This is a direct
attack on freedom of expression,
The system of Fact Check Unit was cre-
ated by the central government with the
aim niyc racking down on fake, mislead-
ing and false news on social media
forums Facebook, Twitter and YouTube,
Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

ASHWIN ACHIEVES A LANDMARK
Madam — Scoring a hundred and taking
5wickets in Innings in match most times,
Ashwin 4 times is just behind Botham's
record, Ashwin captured his 37th five wick-
ets haul and scored Gth test century as a
lower down batsman. Again he is the only
all rounder to have 20 fifty plus scores and
37 five wickets haul,
He is the second maost wicket taker for
India after Anil Kumble and joint most 10
wickets haul with him, He was the fastest
to complete 250, 300 and 350 wickets in
international test cricket,

C.K. Ramanathan | Ghazialad

purpose of FCU is to impose censorship
on those discussions which the govern-
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VEN though these
are but UT elections
toalimp Assernblyin
Jammu and Kash-
mir, they have
evoked reminiscences of the
Assembly elections of 1977,
Those elections, held under
Governor's rule, are ofen dted
as a watershed. All shades in
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the Janata Party Maulina
Itikhar Ansari, the leading
Shia clere, was o formidable
opponent, The Sheikh's par-
ty stood alone, Yirt, his appeal,
as abways, was his promise to
mestore to the people their
diginity, Hisson Farooq is heir
o that promise,

The Janata Party pulled out
dl stops in its campaign
Among  the leaders who
descended on Kashmir were
Home Minister Chaudhary
Charan  Singh, Industries
Minister George Femandes,
NEnister for Works and Hous-
ing Skander Bakht and
Defence Minister Babu Jagi-
van Ram, once a pillar of the
Congress. Finally,on the eve of

Kashmir's political fomament  polling, then Prime Minister
Iw.l]mapud(wﬂ\rmﬁu‘\ \hnu;pDosu hkl.l.ht. present
Pro-i dence Mirwaiz  PM, mace visit,
Faroog ud'lJ\t- Awami Artion Th‘.-mm:lled'fmo(musulw
Commitiee put up candi administration was to

dates but, ke the Jamast-e-
Islami now, not under the
party’s name. The pro-Pak-
istan Jamoat e Islami led by
Ali Shah Geeland was a con-
tender, as it had beenin 1972,
when it won five seats, and is
contesting again today, in
thin disguise. Pormer sup-
porters of Sheikch Abdullah
become antagonists and set
uprabrinch of the Janata Par-
Ly, the ruling party at the Cen-
tre, Among its leaders was
Hameed Kama, nephew of
Mohiuddin Kura — one of
the Sheikh's lieutenants in
the 1940sand 19505, Maulana
Masoodi, another of the
Sheikh's formeer close assock
ates and the Assembly
Speaker in 1853, threw his
considerable clout with his
Gujjar community behind

‘arrange’ the election, as had
been the practice. As deputy
ommissioner 1 was the
returning officer for the dis-
trict of Srinagar Hameed
Karra soon came calling to
ask that 1 make appoint
ments of the election stafY in
nsillation with him. He
was Lhe secrefary to the state
unit of the Janata Party
When | stated dearly that
any such step was illegal, he
was surprised. [ was a prom-
ising young Muslim officer,
he averred, and it would
break his heart to have to
destroy my career The morme-
ing alter my meeting with
Karra, my boss, the commis-
soner of Kashmic called me
to his office. Upon entry to
his chamber, whom did | find
but Karra! ‘What is the diffi-

OPED
1977 J&K Assembly elections were a watershed

HISTORIC: Then PM Morari Desal |H|anled JEK during the 1977 Assembly elections, inwhich

Sheikn Al

culty Karra sahib is facing?'
asked Commissioner Ghu-
lam Mustafa Khan. Itold him
of Karra's demand. But the
ommissioner's  response,
uttered with endearment,
was that I was an innocent
person, that administering
Poonch, where I had just con-
ducted parliamentary elec-
tions, was another matier,
and 1 should now recognise
that the demands of Srinagar
wene different.

As the slection apprcached,
the strong suppart base of
Sheikh Abdullah’s National
Conference  (NC)  became
increasingly manifest.  He
suffered a heart attack that
confined him tohis horne, but
that led to an upsurge of sup-
port, csing his opponents o
«daim that the reports on the
Sheikh's health were fake.
The administrtion decided
to attemnpt to cripple his elec

1D victony. e ProTos

The initial effort
ofthe state
administration was
(o ‘arrange’ the
election, ashad
been the practice.

tion campaign. Al deputy
ommissioners in Kashmir
were given orders requining
that leading NC vollunteers be
armested under the Preven-
tive Detention Act, which per-
mitted detention without tri-
al Up all night, I approved
nine arests, only Lo necefve a
call early next morning from
Chief Secvetary Pushkar
Nath Kaul, asking why Lhad
been so slow. He told me that
the deputy commisgdoners of
other districts had  each
issued 30 to B0 wurrants in
one night. When I protested
that a deputy commissioner
was expected to satisfy him-
self that the grounds for
detention made o convindng
se of a threat to public secu-
fity, he suggested that time

prepared for our meeting, |
wastold by the 1G of the state
police, Peer Ghulam Hassan
Shah, that the PM would ask
that we ensure his parly's
victory and that we should
oomiply, fior this was a duty o
the nation. I told him that in
that event, L inexperienced
in this ant, must be replaced.
As it happened, our meeting
with the PM witnessed an
amiablechat. When asked by
the chief secretary if he had
any advice for the state's
administration on the elec
tions, the PM's response was
simple: “One deesn’t know
whom to trust in Kashmic”

The state police, frustrated
with my insistence on adher-
ing tothe low, lounched a flur-
ry of arrests of NC activists,
particularly of its youth wing,
under Section 107 of the
CrPC. Then party president
Chulam Mohiuddin  Shah,
brother of the Sheikh's son-
in-daw, visited my office o
object fomally to this repres-
sion. [ explained that this was
the way the police wished o
display their national com-
mitment and asked him
whether this would hamper
o in finct, strengthen his cam-
paign. At this, Shah allowed
himself a grin.

On dection day, as 1 mesd
about the city, responding o
calls, allegations and threats,
Farooq Abdullah clled on the
IG, ensconeed in the pobee
control room, tocomplain that
the elections were a farce.
When results began to be

spent scr Rrounds 1 and it was clear
was time wasted, that the NCwould win, Idrove
Prime Minister Desaipaida  around Srinagar with the 1G.

visit on June 25, 1977. As we

The city rejoiced. Our car was

repeatedy stopped, our hands
kissed, blessings showered, as
is the Kashmiri's wont.

The June 1977 elections
werea milestone in the polit-
ical evolition of the state,
Bemmuse of the high public
participat ion and the healthy
slate of candidates across the
state's political leadership,
some believe that these were
the fairest elections ever held
there, (thers have gone even
further to declare them the
only real elections ever held
in JEK Are the 2024 elec
tions a resonance of that?

After his father's death in
1982 Farooq became the CM,
Then PM Indira Gandhi
expected a political alliance
with him and strengthening
of the Congress’ presence in
the state. She was to be rude
Iy disappointed And so the
elections of 1983 again saw a
confrontation between the
ruling party ot the Centre, the
Congress, and the state’s rul-
ing NC. Although former
prime ministers had visited
the state toboost their parties”
election prospects. it was
unprecedented for o serving
PM to run a campaign for a
state election, visiting every
onstituency W0 canvass sap
poit, a3 did Indira in 1963, But
the Congress lost roundly,
winning only one seat in the
Kashmir valley, 23 in the Jam:
mu region andone in Lacakh,
whille the NC got 38 of the 42
seats in the Kashmir division,
eight in the Jammu division
andoneinLadakh's Kargl

S0, once more, JEK
retums to a semblance of
democracy, although not yet
to the substance,

Punjabs agri draft pohcy fails to tick all the boxes

SUKHPAL SINGH
PROFESSOR, IIM, AHMEDABAD

¢y in Punjab is

bafling.  given
cies for the industry and other
sectors. Inthe post decde, two
drafts remained on paper anly:
Now we have a draft of the
mucheiwvaited agricultural pol-
foy in the puldic domain
almost a yor after it was sub-
mitted. Let us hope that this
will not meet the fite of previ-
ous drafts. However, it had a
Namwved start as the policy com-
mittee was set up without any
terms of reference (ToRE, the
committes, o, did notdeemit
fit to frame the THR.

‘The: palicy vision “to contin-
uously improvethe ivelihoods
of famers, farm workers and
those dependent on agricul-
twre by moking farming
healthier, profitable and gob-
ally competitive... for future
generations” is silent on the
sector's social sustainability,
which indudes equity, conoem
for small prclucers, ete. In
2018-19, 278 per cent of the
area in Punpb wes under
lease. Some fleld-based stud-

lessuggest it to be even 50 per
cent in some regions.

The practioe of reverse ten-
ancy and a reduction of small
and marginal farmers in the
state’s agriculture, bath in
terms of numbers (35 per
centofthe lotal, compared io
India's 86 per cent) and the
area operated by them (9 per
et against 45 percent in the
oointry ), underline the nesd
for mcorporating this sus-
tainability dimension. The
draft proposes land leasing
e forms bat fails to mention
the draft land leasing Bill,
which is problematic. Punjab
an end up with only large
farmers with higher incomes
if the policy remains blind to
social sustainabity,

The report terms the task
of rejuvenating the agricul
ture sector as a ‘holy' one by
setting up asystem and the
use of science, which can
lead to agricultural per aph

LACUNA: The draft doesn't offer mﬁ-ln ensure social sustainablity

tive moce, This is ke betting
ona lame horse, s traditional
and state-controlled cooper-
tives have failed in Punjab or
are no more than a part of the

ta income being
to other sectors of the econo-
my. It is difficult to under-
stand how the farm sector
can create value comparable
to that in other sectors. The
very idea of such a ‘haly
task” makes the theory of
structural

state system, The report itself
‘oonfinms this when itsays that
these public sector organisa-
tions should not behave ke
private enterprises to eam
supernormal profits.
‘Terming these agencles as
PSUs also reflects the poor
understanding of the commit-

stand on its head.

The major objective of the
policy — o promote healthier
agricultural production, value
aldition and marketing sys-
tems for globally competitive
aggrioubture — s intendesd to be:
achieved through the coopserna-

tee. Unfortunately, the more
pomising  alternative  of
fumer producer organisa-
tions {FPOs) is not even necog-
rised] in the drafl policywhen
the Centre is promoting it
with plenty of resources.
There are more than 25,000

‘The draft policy
proposestopromote
productionand
miarketing through
|'.|'li.l LM HH rive
maode even though
state-controlled
coopertiveshave
failed in the state.

the agriculture sector. FLEPHRD

such entities in India, while
Punjab has only a few dozen
despite having a so-called
FPO palicy since 2018

It s suprising that the
draft has not specified any
time frame for achieving the
objectives and has no mile
stones, except in  saving
water. It was important to
specify these, as by the time
the policy is finalised and as

i a potential (not real)
exploitation of farmers by
ommisson agents. But it
does ot suggest the aboli-
ton of commission agents
unlike Madhya Pradesh,
which did it decades ago.

It is a sad commentary on
the agricultural markets of
the state that today no farmer
can sell directly, and no buyer
canbuy directly in the state’s
agricultural markels, espe-
dally grain markets. The
fromy is that the state has not
conducted elections to APM-
Cs  (Agricultural Produce
Market Committees)  for
more than 40 years, and this
absence of governance has
not been even pointed out.

Opening up of regulatory
marke! space can provide
alternative marketing chan-
nels for farmers; that too has
not been discussed. Another
doable mechanism that can
protect farmers from low
prices and exqloitative credit
linkage —  warchouse
receipts — does not even find
& mention in the report.

The dmft recommends a
legal guamntes of procure
ment of all cops, including

and when aocep plk
mentation, just two yearswill
be left for the present govern-
ment to deliver on it.

The biggest weakness of
the draft is its neglect of the
marketing isues of the
state's farm sector, which are
well known and debated for
long. It recognises that there

[ milk and poul-
try, at the MSP and a stite-lev-
el commission to provide cost
estimates for all produce o
determinethe MSP How cana
committee make such defini-
tive:

did not propose a state-evel
mechanism for MSP for per-
ishable produce like in Kerala
or Haryana, Itcould have man-
dated all purchases in APMC
mandis ot or above the MSP
For all buyers under the APMC
Act as in MP's legislation. It
also goes beyond its mandate
while recommending 200 days
of MGNREGA (Mahatma
Gandhi  Notional ~ Rural
Employment Guarantee Act)
work as this is nol astate gov-
emument programme,

The meport points out that
the power subsidy per con-
nection varies from a low of
Rs 21,234 w0 as high as Rs
89,556 across districts. Sadly,
it does not recognise the
equity issue in this wherein
bigger and betterplaced
farmers get bigger subsidies
and those who don't own
tubsewells (mostly small and
marginal farmers) are left
out. Itis also a wasteful sub-
sidy which perpetuates the
cultivation of paddy (except
basmati), which should be
eliminated from the state.
The committee should not
have been so mindfulof polit-
ical considemtions if it was
serious about addressing the
issues of the sector and farm-
ers therein. A policy should
be framed ot the level of ideas
and innovations with ade-
quate reference to various

:! regard
ing the MSP isue that is not
even astatemandate? Itisalso
not clear why the committes

o on the state's
furm sector, which, unfortu-
nately, are found missing in
this draft palicy.
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12 Uncook ed 13) & Thick dice of meat (3) 79 1 2 3 716l 1]3l6lelelzla]| Bathinda 38 26
16 Accustom (6} 7 Promaole reputation of (53 s alsl1lalzal7lals Jalsndhar 35 27
17 Brief pleasure wip (6) Supposedly revaltionary (3) Ludhiana 37 27
18 Small sechaded rowm (3} Jained (3) |1 Tt 9 4 ST CRENER [ ——r e
23 Concond between B conspicaous (5.3) 4l1]als|2/7]elals] ol i
people (5) Intrimsically (2.6) | isar
24 Tor free Brom restraind (3,5) | 19 Inferior substinaie (6) 6 9 4 s . TALIRE ____|jre 3 28
25 A wild cand (5) 30 The planct carih ($) _ Dharamsala 30 18
26 I justice were done (2,60 ‘l Sharply evident (5) s 4 5 6 CALENDAR Manali 26 14
27 Lacking spontanecity (3) 22 Approsimate (5) SEPTEMBER 24, 2024, TUESDAY oo i i
ik W Shaka Samval 1946 " :
Yesterday's solution 3 6 1 8|7 Srinagar 33 15
W Aashvin Shaka z
Across: | Lucky break, 6 Rip, 10 bile, 12 Sofl- B Aushwin Parvistie 9 Jamnm 35 2%
ware, 13 Realm, 15 Adamant. 17 Explai 9 Stellar, 21 Bitu- 2 5 1 Waegh 26 08
men. 22 Upper, 24 Pagilism, 27 Tenminate, 28 Maire, 29 Ruke, LL Ll 1446 - s
30 Ne'endo-well, W Krishna Paksha Tihi 7, upio 1238 pm | L8N | s
Bown: Lice, 2 Come of age, 3 Vacht, 4 Rakant, § Austere, 7 Libya, 1 7 B 5 B Vyalapat Yoga up 1o 1:27 am Dehradun 34 24
& Pre-eminent, 9 Decrepit, 14 Pass mader, 16 Allergic, 18 B Mrighshina 1o @54 pm 26 18
Armistice, 20 Replace, 21 Bughear, 23 Peril, 25 Limbo, 265¢al. | V. EASY W Moan enters Gemin sign 556 am g
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Dousing farm fires

Much more is expected of Punjab

‘s that time of year again, when Punjab and
Haryana come under intense scruting to gauge
the success of their efforts to control farm fires.
Punjab claims to have taken several proactive,
even penal, measures A serles of reports in

The Tribune has brought out the trials and tribulations
a8 well asthe hits and misses in the state’s campaign.
Red entries are being made in the revenue records of
farmers who burn crop residue, They can't apply for
or renew arms licences. In Amritsar, a8 stubble man-
agement plans falter and baler operators cry foul,
quickfix options are being tried out. In Sangrur, the
district with the most farm fires in the past, scientific
solutions have been chalked out. Ludhiana, strangely,
i8 seeing opposition to such interventions. It's a long,
tough road ahead. Much more is expected than a strat
ey that can at best deliver a slight drop in count.

Like lngt yoar, paddy harvesting, and stubble bumning
asaresult, hasstarted early in Punjabhis season. Those
sefting stubble on fire insist that since the window for
sowing wheat is short, this is the quickest way to get rid
of the paddy residue. Several districts have been identi-
fhed as stubble-burning hotspots. Teams of government
stall have been activated. With farmers’ unionswarning
against coercive methods, any stringent action is unlike-
Iv. A reassuring aspect is the growing aware ness among
farmers of the need to desist from stubble bumning and
how it is in everyone's interest, in particular their own,
The worrying part i the inefficacy of policy initiatives,
State support and optimum incentivisation have to beat
the core of plans to counter the resistance.

The farm fire season often becomes a rallying
point against the farmers. Irresponsible and unin-
formed reactions only complicate the pressing
issue and dilute the debate.

Chess success

India's Olympiad golden double a great feat

UR cricket-crazy nation is going gaga over

asport that usually doesn't grab many eye-

balls, That's because the Indian men's

and women's teams have touched the

stars by winning the gold in the 45th Chess
Olympiad in Hungary, With this magnificent achieve-
ment, India has joined a select elub of mations, which
includes China as well as the erstwhile Soviet Unfon —
both clinched the golden double in the same edition of
the Olympiad. It is befitting that Viswanathan Anand,
the colcssus of Indian chess with five World Champi-
onship titles, was present to watch these young players
asserd their dominance in the global arena,

OPINION

¢h¢ Eﬁbuneumu DHAR | TUESDAY | 24 SEPTEMBER 2024

The rise of Anura Kumara Dissanayake

India must recognise the mandate asan expression of the Lankan people’s will for real political change

O ————— e,
NIRUPAMA SUBRAMAN AN
SENIOR JOURNALIST

January HE0, weeks after

Lanks,  Gotabuyn
Rajapaksa set up a commis-
don of inquiry o investi-
gate allegations of political victin
isation, 2015-197. Anura Kumars
Dhssanayalae, or AKD , swom in o
Sri Lanka's ninth President on
Monday, was among the many
named by the commission for
punitive sction as he was part of
an anti-cormuption anel set up
after Moshinda Rajopaksas
authoritarkan and nepotistic pres-
iddency was voted out in 2005 to
investigate the alleged misdeods
ofthe Rejapukeaclan and cronjes.
Had the economic meltdown in
2021 ot internupted the Rajapak-
sos’ nightmarish merun  from
2018, Dissanayake may have bem
stripped of his civil rights for sev-
en years and impris oned.

The inciclent may be a footnote
in Dissanayake's polithcal jour
ney from o student cadre of the
Junatha Vimukthi  Peromuna
(JVP)in naral Sei Lanka during its
bilood-soaleed amed insurrection
of 198780 toa prgmatic leader of
his party amd its National Peo-
ple's Power (NPP) alllance, and
nowio the country's most power
ful office, the exeoutive presiden-
ey It is also true that this historice,
o ticail ly shappe-shi fting election
victory may not have come about
had it not been for the Rajapak-
s, aned ot just for thr misman-
agement of the economy.

A quick flashbock: Through the
ferstchozen years of the new millen-
ndum, the JVP split twice on the
question of whether its alliances
with the main ruling coalitions off
that peroc, led by Pressdent Chan-
diriken Kumarntungs first and then
her sucoessor, Mahinda Rajapak-
sa, had identified the party with
Sri Lanka's entrenched power

HIGH HOPES: Huge expectations are riding on Anura Kumam

ment, ‘pro-people’ entity.

In those years, the JVP was an
eager partner in the war against
the LTTE with no daylight
Tatween it an the Sei Lanka Free-
dom Purty, of which Rejapaksa
was then the leader JVP's chans-
matic lmders of that period
favoured the allince and quit the
party, hopi ng to reapelecioral ben-
ofits from the war. AKD, whohad
e parsamentirian sinoe 200,
sty put. By 2014, he hud risen to
the leadership of the VP

In the presicdential eledions of
2015, hedd against the backdrop of
popular disontet againgt the
authoritarian regime of Mahinda
Rajpaksa, AKD's JVP backed
the common Opposition candi-
dite, Malthripala Sirisena, the
main challenger to Mahinda. But
the association with the dysfunc-
tional successor govemment —
this was the perod in which AKD
wae part of the anti<orruption
oommittee agninst the Rojapak-
w5 — burnt the JVP once more.

In W18, AKD stepped out of the
mould, He formed a ‘socalist
coalition’. the NPF.with 27 other
lefist and likemindsd groups
such az tracke unions, women's
rights groups and youth organisa-
tions, and an nounced himselfasa
candiclaie in the presidential elec-
ton of that year He polled just
316 per cent of the voles
Gotabuya Rujapaksa wonwith 52
per cent of the voles, while Sajith

The seedsof AKDS

victory were sown
when people saw the
Rajapaksas dawing
theirway back to
power by propping up
Wickremesinghe as
the President.

sithon candiclate, epresenting the
United Mational Party (UNP,
polled 42 per cent.

I the pariamentary dections of
2020, the NPP diel just as bacly. It
won just three seats. This was still
slightly better than Rand Wick-
remesinghe’s UNE which was
wiped out after most of its mem-

Dissanmynke. He has to delver, and quickly. sen

. )M

dhentand youth entitiesat its helm,
was the urning point forthe purty.

The seeds of AKD's viclory
were sown right then, when peo-
e saw the Rajapaksas dawing
thizir wary bisck o power by prop-
ping up Wickremesinghe as the
new President.

What this means is that AKD is
perhape the most pragmuatic leader
that the JVP has had since it was
founded in 1965 & a Mandst-
Leninist group that wanted o
Tringg total revolution in Sri Landa,
In thiz election, St Lanka’s Tamil
question was not an issue, and the
JVP's paet o o vehide for Sinhala
ruvtionaliemdicl et comeinio play.
T the Tamil community that
epectedy did not vote for him,
ARD's massage s that he will be
m inclusive President. The true
festwill come with the 13th amend-
ment, male in the Constitution at
India's behest, for devolifion o

bers walled out with Pr !

whose new party, Samagi Jana
Balaweggiya, emerged as the main
Opposition party in Parlinment.
Unheterresd by the double defeat,
ARD set to work. He saw the 2022
Aragalaya, the people's move
ment to demand acoountability
from the Rujapaksas for the eo-
nomic crisis, as an oppattunity 1o
stay relevant in the Sd Lankan
polity. The JVF's participation in
the movement leading to the
ouster of President  Gotabsaya
Rajopuksa, without grabbing its

“Thimill north and east. Ttwas the
trigger for the JVP's 1987 amed
insurrection. Will AKD do sway
with it? The new Presadent himseld
s been been Lo anchor the party
ineconomic policies, but not of the
machcal boft with which it was eai-
er associatecl Olservers have not-
ol that the NPP flag is not red but
o shadke batween purple and pink,
allso the predominant cdour ot its
rallies. [ ke's  samtorial

AKD. He has to deliver, ancd
quickly, He will be judged within
maonths on his promise that he
has the solutions to fix the econo-
my without imposing financial
burdens on the people. He has
promisid W enegotiotethe terms
of the §.8-billion IMF package
that was negotioed by Wick:
remesinghe. Fe will be expected
to diEmantle the punishing
rogime of indirect taxes set up by
his predecessor AKD has pro-
daimed himself open to fonsdgn
investments, incduding  from
Tnalisa, theuigh the non-tendered,
secretive Adand deal with the hat-
i Rujopaksas in 20021 will certain-
Iy come under soruting. A pardia-
mentary election will have to be
held soon in which the JVRNFP
wlll meesd] to wiin iy miore seats
than the 3 it had ot its peuk in
2006, A majority may reman el
sive, 8o it will need to find coali
thon partners Lhat will not taint it
Inelian has not been unprepured
for this moment. AKD visited
Tneias i Febwruary this year on Del-
hi's invitation, as opinion polls
begian to rend the tea keaves, He
had also visited a8 a minister in
2005, when the JVP* was in the
ooalition with President
Kumaratung. He is as much a
pragmatiston breign policy ashe
i on domastic ssues. Earlyon, he
dedarsd that it was Ching ancd
Incha in geopolitical rvalry with
ench other, not Sd Lanka, Good
ties with Inchawene in Sei Lanka's
best economic interests, he said.
AKD has also said his party is
mindfl of India's security con
cema. Setting loyalty tests e him
or paining him as apro-China beft-

st i the rerdia will not help.
Thue, the JVP has had long
stncling tes with the Communist
Party of China But India must
reoinise  this  pesceful  but
mamentous political change in Sri
Lanka for what # is — an expres-
sional the Sri Lankan peopie'swill
for real paitical change. Just as
Delhi walks a tightrope between
Moscow and Washington (o get the
best for itself fom both, other
ocountries 0o have their stralegic
Undess Inclia’s security

ehoioes, ton, eschew the bright red
of the JVP's past.
What thiz also means is that

is threatened, the highly vaunted
Inalian Foreign Servioe should be
able to deal with a not entirely

The men's team comprised World Championship
hall D Gukesh, R Pra dhaa, Arjun Eri-
gaisi, Vidit Gujrathi and P Harlkrishna. Barring Harikr-
ishna, none of them was even bom when Anand
became India’s first Grandmaster in 1988, Gukesh is
just 18 years old, while Erigaisd is 21. Both are among
the top 10 players in the world. At 54, Anand is a‘semi-
retired’ player who is still good enough to be ranked
World No. 11, What's move, he has been a huge source
of ingpiration for Gukesh and Praggranandhaa, On the
eve of the Olympiasd, he sakd: 'If | had to roll the dice,
these are good teams to roll them with.'

The team triumph will surely boost Gukesh's confl-
dence for his World Chess Champlonship summit dash
with reigning world champion Ding Liren in Singapore
later this year. The women's team — Harika Dronaval-
1i, R Vadshali, Divya Deshmukh, Vantika Agrawal and
Thnia Sachdey — deserves kudos for emerging victori-
ous despite the absence of star performer Koneru
Humpy. These are good days for Indian chess, which is
no longer a onemanjone-woman show The Global
Chess League, whose second season will begin in Lon-
don early next month, will provide another big oppor-
tunity to these players to sharpen their skills and fur-
ther popularise the sport in India.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAHORE, WEDNESDAY, SEP TEMBER 24,1924

Hindu-Muslim unity
IT s olwvious that the fast which the Mahatma has imposed upon
hirmselhas roused the great heart of India. From one end of the
country to the other, there is o strong and unanimeous feeling in

elite, robbing it of its unique
identity as an anti-cstablish-

Premadasa, then the main Oppo-

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

leatership from the disp huge

are riding on

unexpected change in Colombo,

Changeis inevitable, change for the better is a full-time job. - AduiE sieenson

Ghosts of Shoghis
foggy hills

]V HE mist in Shoghi was so thick that afternoon, I
could barely see a few feet ahead. | hadn't been back
here in years, and everything felt unfamiliar —

shrouded in this heavy, ethereal vedl.

As [ made my way o the old family cottage, I heard foot-
steps behind me — slow and deliberate, almost in syne with
mine. [turned, peering into the swirling haze, but saw noth-
ing. Achill crept up my spine.

1 reached the cottage, its outline barely visible through the
densevapour I fumbled with the keys before finding my way in.
‘The cotage was just as I remembered it — rustic and simple,

Just as [ started to relax on the creaky rocking chair, there
was a knock at the door,

I frewe. The footsteps, the feeling of being followed ... had
someone really been out there?

1 opened the door slowly, But there was no one, Amidst the
thick mist rolling in waves, I saw something on the ground
a crumpled piece of paper. [ picked it up, my hamds shaking
shightly. It was dam p from the moistume in the air, and the writ-
ing was smudged, but I could still make out the words:

 Welcome back.'

My heart skipped a beat. It ooked like my handwriting,

The knock came again, louder and more insistent.

1 yanked the door open. A man, soaked to the skin, with an

all who have reached Uhe stage of national self-

and many who have not yet reached it that nothing should be
left undone that could contribute to the solution of the Hindu-
Muslim question and so restore peace to the Mahatma's ago-
nised heart. As might have been expected from the very nature
of the case, this feeling has found particularly strong expression
amon g o Muslim fellow countrymen. Along with sich men as
Hakim Ajmal Khan, Maulana Mahomed Al and Maulana Alul
Kalam Azad, whose love of the country and the Mahatma is as
well-known s their position in the public life of the country is
eminent, and whowere bound inany case totake a conspleuous
part in this movement, even the average Mussalman seems o
have been touched by the Mahatma's penance as few other
things could have touched him. The Mussalman seems (o think
that while this great act of self-sacrifice isa challenge to the potri-
otism of the whole country, it is particularly a challenge to his
own patriotism. At Delhi, the Anjuman Islamia has sdopted a
resoliition o recomimend to its Wor kin g Committes to acoep! the
Mahatma as the sole arbitrator in all disputes between Mus-
salrmans and Hindus, and has also resobved tosend o Mussalman
deputation to the Mahatma to assure him that they would do
everything in their power tobring cordial relations between the
two communities and to request him to give up his fast,

brella hanging limply at his side, asked with a sheepish
grin: ‘Lost in the fog, too™

Heintroduced himeelfas Ruban: ‘We played cricketaskids’

The nameevoked a distant memory. Ruhan had been the
neighbourhood kid always hanging around. 1 hadn’t
thought about him in years.

Aswe sat by the fire, his presence seemisd st mn gy comifon-
ing, though somet hing about him felt odd. The murk outside
beeggam to 1ift, and Ruban stood upto leave.

As he stepped out, he turned back with a grin. “You
were right to leave this place. It's casy to get stuck here,
lost in the fog," he said,

As he walked away, disappearing into the thinning haze, 1
suddenly remembered something — Ruhan had fallen off a
cliff and died shortly after Tleft Shoghi, nearly two decades ago.

Tealled out his name, but there was no answer, just the emp-
Ly path stretching into the vaporous gloom. Had my mind
played tricks on me, weaving memores with mality?

As T dosed the door, a thought struck me — perhaps Ruhan
had never left, and maybe it was [ who had been lost, wander-
ing in the mist of my memories. As | st by the fire, ] realised
that the real ghosts aren't those of the dead, but the memories
that linger, shaping our present with echoes of the past.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A new dawn in Sri Lanka
Apropos of the editorial ‘Lankan man-
date’; the outcome of Sri Lanka's presi-
dential election is of a piece with the glob-
al trend that has seen voters reject parties
that have an old frame of mind. The elec-
torate has had enough of leaders who fail
to provide solutions to the everyday diffi-
culties that the masses fce. As the Presi-
dent, Ranil Wickremesinghe turned to the
IMF in a bid totide over the extraordinary
economic crisis in the country. But the
fact is that most Sri Lankans were better
off in 2022 than they are now. The tax bur-
den on the middle elass must be eased.
Adopting a people-centric approach on
the economy is the need of the hour.
ABHINT ROY, IAMSHEDPUR

subsidies is pr.

Refer to ‘Balancing the books"; state gov-
ernments generally do not have oo many
options to earn revenue. Henece, withdraw-
ing power subsidies to large industries s a
pragmatic move on the partof the Himachal
Pradesh government. Even the withdrawal
of subsidies for domestic consumption is
not a drastic step that can adversely impact
people. Begides, the state government must
focus on boosting tourism, which is a key
source of revenue lfor the hill state, The stabe
authorities should take steps that can
enhance the experience of tourists, both
domestic and foreign. Further, the state gov-
ernment can attract investments by creat-
ing more opportunities for industrialists o
grow Lhilr biisinesses,

BAL GOVIND, NODA

‘One nation, one poll’ not feasible
Apropos of the article ‘One nation, one
poll faces trust deficit’; the Union Govern-
ment's decision to accept the Kovind
Committee recommendations on holding
smultaneous elections for the Lok Sabha
and state Assemblies and that of local bod-
ies within 100 days from then iz fraught
with several challenges. Sinee the propos-
al involves making the term of state
Assemblies coterminous with that of Par-

liament, will it not in a way diminish the
status of the Vidhan Sabha? Moreover,
even if the panel's recommendations are
accepted. how would it be ensured that
polls are held only once every five years?
It is better to leave the issue open for
debate by academics, legal luminaries,
political parties and other stakeholders,
RAJ KUMAR GOYAL, PATIALA

Uphold the rule of law

Refer to the article ‘Don’t let the State
trample over the law of the land’; the
author has brilliantly presented ‘bulldoz-
er justice’ as the unconstitutional over-
reach of power — which it is — that has
left an indelible scar on our nation's con-
science. Such discriminatory, high-hand-
ed steps — which run counter 1o the
notion of due process — undermine the
very foundation of our democracy and bla-
tantly violate the principles enshrined in
Article 21 of the Constitution. The judicia-
ry's intervention, although belated, isa
much-needed response to restore the
sanctity of constitutional governance. The
government must abandon retributive
Justice and demonstrate accountability,
lest it should erode public trust, Citizens
deserve a State that respects their dignity,
not one that shamefully tramples on it,

HARBINDER SINGH

Farmers get a raw deal
Farmers under the banner of the Samyukt
Kisan Maorcha (non-political ) and the Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha recently held a Kisan
Mahapanchayat in Pipli, wging people to
defeat the BIP in the upcoming Assembly
polls. The furm lesders have also decided
to hold a 'rail roko’ protest next month to
push for their demands, The growers'
demand for o legal guarantee of MSP is
vital for their survival. The failure of the
government to address their demands or
act on critical agricultural reforms high-
lights its indifference to the growers’ con-
cerns. It i8 time for the powers that be to
take steps tocase the agrarian distress.
BIKRAM SINGH, PATHLA

Letiers o the Ecdor, typed i double space, should rot exceed the 200-word ki
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The Quad should deter
Chinese misadventures

This growp of finer may soon be better placed to combine forces jf need be, Indias strategic

awdonomy, meanwohile, demands a faster refig of our armed forces into theatre commands

tsummit ol the four
d, which brought togethe
leaders of Australia, India, Japs

conperation
fghting cervieal cane 3
curity to joint development of port ll:J

ture inthe Indo-Pacilie, the creation ¢
logistics network and a group eflort to keep
chip supplies secure, This reflectsa broad

agenda, with the well 2 of the regle
people at its heart, Y though no offic
mention was made of China, the summit’s out-
come hadtell- s ol the breath of
dragon in the room. For the past halfdec mlvnl
Mo, ¢ urxluwll!l»ml.lrh il |Ivl‘|l -
Dialogue forma
open Indo-P
has been el
power project
sphere, Ithad ong
wonlhd test Ind
puolitics. But, to New De

nulﬂl.ll the Quad

sed neutrality in geo-
scredit, its embrace
veed enough Tor that

of the group has been nu
resolve o be held firm,
Nobody should fret about a military alliance
inthe making. The Quad has no pact of mutual
defence, Thisis in harmony with India's insist-
lellull:mﬂmlul’

eneeon strategic sutonamy
its armed forees, "We
stated Prime Minister N
support i rules-based
respect for sovereignty
and peac
item-wise pe an aims
like calamity relied Y
the message for Beijing is clear: Il|.|1 tln-uu 1is
here to stay, That US President Joe Biden was

'.I
Onan
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freumt
days. W
bodies, we
bt Inds,

Our jourmey begins in 208 with Neclome,
a startup that sonagged an incredil
SEME0, OO0 fecderal grant o waork on presery
Irsgg benbins I lerosaoaple detall, sl
ol Toclighially ugshoaed mdneds There's just

! HY
phaenalis, Chinese
emperors sought the elixie of 1

parter ¢ode 18 turning | bnto sllbeos reality.
W 1o diigital lmmortality, where
exkstence and a

il sp
to by him:

ing ol Chir
AF some diplom

a's XiJinping “looking
iespace™ to "locus
ges” would not
on either, The

lllilhl1m..|p:ur |udll|-mm- or
develop a logistical network n
capacity for response to natural d
add up tocollaboration on dual-us
Allthe better, one could Tor the l'N( on-

vention onthe Law of the 1o be upheld and
& nol to be disrupted.

unknown at this juncture is the

Te

s Militarily, the US
plan ol arming Aus-
rl .||1l[|~n_k1l1|

= o Lh

Chinesem )
1o join the w .|I”N||lnl|ll<|\ 15 a matter of demo-
eratic sovereignty, but will surely act to secure
itsvital interests, 1t makes sense for New Delhi
o keep our options open on making commaon
cause with other powers should \-‘|l||\<:11
materialize. After the Galwan cl o 2020,
friction with China has ri harply. WI:IIMI:'-
Quad focuses on maritime aspects ol security,
wee cannot alford toslacken on fortifying the
country along its land borders, Indeed, we nmust
accelerate the reorientation of our armed forees
into theatre commands, so that all Ilm'l-willg‘ﬁ
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Our tryst with semiconductors:
What is well begun is half done

Ity not possible to sfip aftead but tie-ups can grant access to technology and aceelerate the journey

MILESH JASANI
Is &SIIEQPUIE-NS&U Innewvation investos
for LT Geninnay Fund
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e-imagine knowledge creation
to accelerateinnovationinindia

We nevd fior greater public and private investment in research, promotional policies and a scheme to attract diaspora talent

«

NARAYAN RAMACHANDRAN
s chalrman, Inklude Labs. Rread Narayan's Mint
columps at wawlivemint com/awsiblehand

nidla's frugal m
achieved the ploneering feat of landing near
thesouth pole of the Moon, In STEM llelds—of
sedence, technology, englneerlng and mathe-
mitles—Tndla and thie Indian diaspora have
bl lavreates twe In Phys-
les, ome ln Ch sty and one in Medicine) as e
People’s Repubdie of Cluina and the Chinesedi
pora (three in Physbes, one in Chemistey and one in
Medicine), Twe Inc e won the prestigious
Fields Med one Chinese
et £
several global me
Laser Interferoan
atory (LIGO), Large Hac Imn( ellicler at CERN anwd
the Square Kilometer Areay (51

O this evidence and mare, youmight well b
seeptical that India faces o challenge of higher
education and Innovatlon,

Acloser look suggests something different,
According to the QS Global ranking of universities
Tor 20025, the highest ranked Indlan university, the
Inalan Instiiuie of Technology (07T Baormby
vanks WAL, The Indlan Instinte of Sclence 015k in
Bengaluru, 1T Delbi and 1T Madras are
thenext 1500, Apart from those 1T and 15, of ithe
II!SHn,p:I-.lm-wllum tes bn Tnella, enly Univer-
v ol D Iniversity make it o the
Iup SO0, \'rll“l Ind 1 flbes applications for abwour
RO, O patenits a year, this is ome-twentieth that of
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il peditive new know ledge, prefesring
Iul\l ain teaching colleges and student fsctories.
A dirighte higher education system ensures
that even thelrteaching is motas wp-to-cate, muli-
diseipli ancl agile as it needs o he i this fs-
changing world,
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The US and China could find
common ground on Al rules

Stop matuad finger-pointing and go by what AL godfathers’ say

CATHERINE THORBECKE
|5 @ Bloomberg Opinion colmnist covering
Aslatech

arlber this month, OpenAl released its
maost-advanced models yet, s
theey had the ability io "reason” and
solve complex math and coding profdems,
The leacling Alstariup, valued ot some SE0
billion, also acknowledged that they valsed
thee risk artifcial inteNigenee (A could be
misusedd o ereate biological weapons,
Yo wontld think the pote

conuseuential aneome wou
bells that serlct

r;
roversight af Al ks nllul
st

Thes argument that LIS regulation would let
China get ahead has worn thin, — mockears

Teedback fom China's Alindustry.

This i in stark contrast o efforts in the
sulis over curvent Al harms are
ay through eourts, but the
al action has been stark, A

.||:|Iu(!u-n-1|u-| s about the tec
potential to wreak havoe, the
et any Feceral regulation,
vislois Insdde and outsbde thie tech industry
disrmlsses deom warnir distrac-
thoms from Al

[I— tainty
Toor s beaders, US regulators eould
tabe o bealout of China's playbook ane nar-
rowly target Laws focused on known rishs
whibe working more chisely with the indus-
ey on guarclralls for fae-off theats,
Ive absence of federal regulation,
|¢I!I¢;’I |I|v|’:|l![n||!l'||'
yod

s pote i

B e g
sranathon, or obdis-
Bt Lawmakirs have done e
o acddress these ton,

Oine core argument leselled against reg-
ulation s that iewill impede innovatlon and
coald resailt e LIS losling the Al vace to
China, But China has been maphdly advanc-
g b spbie of heany oversight —and all-oad

pAfrts i boek it from sccesslng eritical
COMPONEns i 1

bt ane are “‘IITl"[ll'iIh”)l LI
in setting standards for how the most

sweeping technology of our time can be
o vl used,
China's autocratic: n-,,llm- i 15 easy 1o

an Al safe }'lullll: ||mmh||mhlmm| =
Tl bt osls v vasend oy canise "severe
harm,” such as to unleash a biologleal
weapon. Many tech companies, Inchading
Openl, have opposed 1 arguing
it such legislation shoald be lef to the
S Comgress, Anopen beter from Al entre-
prenenrs and researchens also sald that ihe
Tl weralel e *catast rogebile™ o innevathan
and would bet *places like China take the
lead indevedopment of this powerful tool.*

Such loawd vodees have bong used this e
ol argurnent o fend ofTregulation. Andit's
oy that the <A1 B I Agree on
R0 prevent worse-case Alscenarkos, et
alome ackdressthe more immediate harms.

el e

Impose thiy

Ch houldd not be ciied asan excuse 1o

iy e for s e
different maotives, ine

i |IL\|1'\ Baljinghas
ling retention of
rty prower, bt also
sees AL s pelority and s working with the
pelvatesector o boost innovation under s
supseryvisbon.
st palin
somne bessonsthe L
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al differences, there are

an leary

:hllm-nmnuﬁlluw rsight. Approaching
i game hetween the
v beaves no winners, Mutual
susplelon and geopolitieal tensions mean
we won't Hhkely see the two working
together tomitlg rishsanytime soon,
B 1t chossn 't v tobie this way,
Some of the most voeal proponents for

eerTs

regulath I swho helped create

A coaid e

dents, Cyber regulators rolled out Laiws on

deeplakes In 2022, protecting victims

whaose | heness was used without consent

and vecuiring labels on digltally altered
1

AL Afewso-called ATgodfathers, ncluding
Turing Award winners Yoshua Bengio,
Genllrey ton amd Andrew Y

dowm eartler this montlyin lial

coastent, Chinese coarts b stan-
dlardson how AT toods can beused, ssalng

|l< a0 |.||I| |Il.||.t<nnjllr|:«]h Howes,
lged the geopalitical cli-
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vise ol AL conldd bl 1o

rulimgs that protectartists i upyright
Infringement and volee actors from explol-
tatbon. Broader interim rules on GenAl

recuiredevidopers o share detalls with

o b algewdth al
stringent safery tests (alignment
list valuwes isonesach), But regu-
Latows have also shown balance and rolled

back some daunting requirements. after

b of governance, Many argue that they
vy be wrong, bt the elsks seen toas high

towrite ofl, Policymakers
Vo to Beljing shaould leam feom sclentists
whio have at least shonwn i 8 possifle o ind
comman ground, EOLOOMBERG.

India’s merger control regime has had a big overhaul

NISHA KAUR UBEROI

he

e 10 Seprember 2024 marked a

I & partner and chalr of the
competition law practice atjSA
Advocates & Solicitors,

raliedd moment for the Indian
rger-control regl
the mindstry of corporate affalr
Competiton Commissionaf Tndia (CC]
wlments represent a mijor overhanl
They are expansive and [nchade sev
friendly changes, On the Mip side,
the Introduction of a deal valu
(VT for merger approval, hike
Fees, lower threshold for 'conirol
emptlons for
w are likely 1o

|\-s.ul||n.n.|ulu = I Lranss

et In Lol any dleal valed above 82,000 | of efficl
el v needs O
brecatise & regy
ek men it h

Combination re .
that the amended prov
apply 1o deals that are
miated, whally or part
wransactbons where de
have bieen sigmed bat the
closed. The sllver lining is
coanpleted deals which were earlier exempt
anel are now notifable on meeting the
oy

Lot itve eff

will im,
nitive decuments
reyed o be

e dnd L

T weleome move for acoulsitlons of
Hsted companies, the CC1has also eased the
approval regime for open-offer-orented
lare purehases Inthe pubdic markee, which | amended

the CCLand an inereased regulatory burden
on ndustry, which would necessitate mas-
slve capac readly
overburdened CC oy eerusure e ol doslng
business,

With the sector-agnostie VT, India joins
a number of jurisdictions s 15 the 115,
anid South Korea uhuu-

I

i longer Ity which
suliject i neoawditions, which ined Iml.c i
vatlng-right curbs exeept
weney or Hguddation, This will notk

thew

thle fakeovers, where ihe exerclse ofvoilng | of ihe acquiver,

approval, But just | approvals are
aedeal does | nod that comes fest, But shorter tmelines
without besast g CC e
fows have clar I[n-ul delays. Phase [l reviews
lons would also | plex, thoagh the CCTs abdlity to recommend

+ harbour has been pro- llulll\n atlons, v
wided where no gun-jumping proceedings | introduced by the CCTin
2008, However

ap theactivities of
arulrer wl
naow el b be
ay tllthe “ultimate controlling person®
"hese changes effectiv

cheere multiple regulatory
peechid, 118 usually the CC1

racity could me
e YW TTROTE OO

o b consum- | modifications during a Phase | review
| showld quicken processes,

e Cosripe

W Combi

fowr partly [ 2024, for le-lln-'g

approval and This, o amid of iself,

coupled wi

15e 5
Many more amove from “declsive” 1o
deals will need

the CCl must
expand capacity

fastto handle = ma
the new burden

rlghts is ke
Shorter timelimes for the assessme
netifled eombinat ion, while good on

e
ncal nexus require-

ey
transactic

K
Therules have also introdueed son W
|.|I1-,a.m-s.nl<umlumllh m-.lh il i |fl'l'kl'|\|||[

iy have el practieal conse-

quences, The CCThas a proven trackrecord | applicability of minosity-stake [nvestment

exermptions, which are now only bl in
a lew instances, like when there are no over-
Laprs, noshidt in contred and no aceess focom-
merclally sensitive information,

The new bar for ‘control’ |
bower than current
rate law, rules of the Securities and
change Hoard of India
nid I noerms, with

" nfluence as the
new ogserative standard,

h the new
lly sensitive

pecess erite-
se the
CCT's regulatory burden,
mare deals will
Clapgre
\\'Illl II[]I

ne

b thls overtsaul of the livdian merger
, until jurisprudence evolves, the
coming year s kely towliness many inter-

challenges inrelation to varlous
amendments, be it the luie: thresldl!
o ageplication ol substant al business opera-

tons, “controd and ‘commercially senaitive
Information” rules,

In gemeral, we can expe
ﬂ|ln|.,n:|n:||llul|n|l\.|!|.1|
notifications filed. The CCT's merger unit
ol meed toexpand capacity quickly,

Iull\l redit, Ihu[ Clh hhu-n.uuln-lun--

enhanced pre-
puptick nmenger

n-,p;uLamn. Im Imllum;] 15 .mllml-.l aul llml-
thes, have followed the CCTsstance on com-
man directorships across companies,

b amenclments offer the CCLan opgor-
tunity b resrite Dndian merger control his-
tory and consolidate 1ts reputation
Industry-friendly regulator, one that

|

W
ik record ofan
age 19,4 working days from 2020 1o
2024, It Is clear that the CCEhas not stood in
the way of merger ancl acguisition (M&A)
actlv 1has madntadned a e halanese of
thee need For investm nil ease of dolng
uesiness) with ls mandate o foster healthy
competithon,

eleara

wailk W al
appreciating efficiency and encouraging
Investmentomone hand, while safeguarding
competiibon an the siher,

Thae CCL s based in Delhi, while Sebd and
RElare in Mumbal, India’s inanclal centee,
Perhaps ihe tlme has come for ithe CCL o
exstabilish a merger undt in Mumbal, I would
enhance re tory efficiency,
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

"THE NEW COLOMBO

Anura Kumara Dissanayake's election is a rejection of politics as
usualin Sri Lanka. Delhi must continue to build on ties

|ORTHEFIRST time inifts recent history, Sri Lanka haselected an “outsider™ — from
a Manxist-Leninist party that once bed vlnlcnr insurrections — as its president.

\Chver the years, however, the | ome more
mainstream, with a social-democratic agenda. The newly elected 55-year-old
president, K [ asignificant part in thi o

Diissamayake was also a key figure in the popular“Aragalaya™ uprising against inflation, price
rise, and economic mismanagement, which led to the ouster of the Rajapaksas. That
Opposition leader Sajith Premadasa and incumbent Ranil Wickremesinghe lost to a polit-
ical player till recently seen as fringe can be read as a sign of how much the people of S
Lanka are tired of politics as usual. Given some of the new president's positions — ideolog-
ical and on policy matters — there is an appmh:nsmn that his government will be “pro-
(China" and detrimental to India's imterests. But it ith SriLanka's
new politi ishrment, Delhi not pay

The victory of the Mational People's Power (MPP) coalition — of which the VP is the
major constituent - did not take India by surprise. Dissanayake visited India in February
and met External Affairs Minister 5 Jaishankar and Mational Security Advisor Ajit Doval
Clearly, Delhi had a sense of the anti-incumbency mood in 5ri Lanka. A major political
change like the one in Colombo will, however, still present challenges. The Vs oppm

asit

EDITORIAL PAGE

WornDLy WISE
[ ALWAYS LOVED COMPLEXITY. WITH CI TESS,
ONE CREATES BEAUTIFUL PROBLEMS.
— MarCEL DUCHAMP

aldives model in Lanka

Resultof recent polls in Sri Lanka is another reason
for India to draw up a South Asia policy

SHYAM SARAN

THE YEAR 2024 HAS witnessed several set-
backs to India’s Neighbourhood First Policy.
The recent election results in Sri Lanka may
be the latest among them. Pakistan has re-
werted to escalating cross-border terrorism
against India. Nepal has had yet another
change of government and K P Oli, who had
presided over an unprecedented worsening
of bilateral relations, is Prime Minister again.
A students” movernent in Bangladesh mor-
phed intoa much wider anti-government re-
wolt against PFrime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
She had to flee from her country and seek
refuge in India. India has been seen as com-
plicit in her anti-people and corrupt policies,
and there is widespread popular anger and
resentment against it More worrying is the
resurfacing of radical Islamic elements of the
Jamaatand a revival of Pakistaniinfluence in
the country. There is a serious security situ-
ation looming large in India's sensitive
MNortheast, where a dangerous inter-ethnic
conflict in Manipur, a violent civil war in
Myanrnarand nowr an unstahl: and ]mstllc

tion to the 13th of Sri Lanka's ¢ —which provides for
of power to the Tamil minority — as well as talk on the campaign trail of cancelling the

ituation
twined and make ]n:ha s eastem flank both
unstable and volatile.

Adani Groug's wind p project could be i ion between the hwo coun- Anath i redictability i

nother zone of unp ictability 1s
tries. At the same time, DlssanayalmhasIunn:datonnnnumgclnsencs M&Ml India . ing in India's southern maritime do-
dldm:tﬁ:atl.trcpmmn:nllymlh:c]cmmu like, say, where mnEThlsmaymlhph'mmyﬂucarsm
President Mohame 1an “India Out™ d Dedhi ood- :Fh\dlasr. iphery. Ahostile
wiill fior thy istance it provided during Sri Lanka's economic crisis. [t is i then,

for Delhi to continue to build on the bilateral engagement — Dissanayake has responded
warmiy tocongratul atory messages From FM Modi. India has the advantage of a shared his-
‘tory and geographic proxdmity with the island nation and the twocountries have much to
main by deepening hilateral ties. Itis important to deal with unfolding political changes as.
they ocour, and not over-emphasise the China factor.

President Dissanayake has his task out out for him. His anti-corruption, pro-welfare
plank has certainly found resonance. At the same time, 5ri Lanka's economy remains the
Ereatest dlal]mgc Facmg the country:. The bailout provided by the IMF in 2023 has heliped
bring: ke has pay back the debt and also said that he
will seek dments tothe the deal. Given that the NPP does not
have a legislative majority yet, passing a budget that engagesin such a finebalancing act is
ome of the difficult tasks ahead.

THE MEDAL SWEEP

India's performance at the Olympiad underlines it:
The future of chess is increasingly looking Indian
T THE BUDAFEST Chess Olympdad, the Indian teams have reiterated what

diplomatic mettle, Thereisa N:al possibility
that SriLanka's recent presidential elections
could become another inflection point.
Anura Kumara Dissanayake has been elected
President at the head of the National People's
Party (NP, of which the chief constituent
is his left-wing radical Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna {JVF). This is the first time that
none of 5ri Lanka's mainstream political par-
ties will be ruling the country. A pervasive
sense of resentment and frustration with
successive governments, which misman-
aged the economy and were guilty of wide-
spread corruption, opened the doors to an
outsider who skillfully exploited the popu-
lar angst against the ruling elites.

The JWP has reinvented itself politically,
shedding its historical baggage as a violent
left-wing and ultra-nationalist movement,
which was imvolved in two hloody insurrec-
tions, one in 1971 and the other in 1967, Its

Things may not be entirely
clear until the current
parliament is dissolved, and
anew Prime Minister is
appointed after
parliamentary elections.
This may take place sooner
than later. The NPP would
want to profit from the
political momentum it
currently enjoys and hope to
win a majority, but elections
are always uncertain, Ie may
be better to let the new
politics play itself out before
passing judgement over what
one may expect from the new
govermment in Colombo.

ultranationalism was, of course, directed
against India, as is the case with most of our
neighbours. While in its present incarnation,
the JVP may have foresworn its violent tac-
tics, it continues to harbour a radical wing. It
is likely to serve up popul]st policies, which
willinevitably ITHAITIIC T

nancial package. These are estimated to be
around $4 billion.
Such economic lnlm'dcpcndcm:c may
pol-
itics may serve up. The Maldives template is
a good one to follow for Sri Lanka.
Thcl\u'ludlgcm:rnm:nthas beencharged

‘covery of the past two years. Dissar
declared his intention to renegotiate the
terms on which Sri Lanka has received IMF
support, which the latter is unlikely o ac-
cept. There is likely to be greater state inter-
wention in the economy and a review of sev-
eral major private sector projects.
Dissanayake has ned to cancel the so-
lar power project being undertaken by
India’s Adani group in northern Sri Lanka.
The group is also undertaking a very large
container port project inColombo with 8553
million in financial support from the
US International Development Finance
Corporation. Would that be in jeopardy
aswell?

India cannot afford prolonged political
turmeil and economic disruption i in Jrs

with gpsin ikhHasina
basket in BaJ@adcsh and not reaching out
and engaging with political constituencies
other than the ruling Awami League. Some
lines of communication were maintained
‘with the opposition Bangladesh Nationalist
Party, but not with the anti-Indian Jamaat. In
the case of 5ri Lanka, it was apparent several
menths before the elections that
Dissanayake and his NPP may win the elec-
tions. He was imvited as a guest of the Indian
government in February 2024 and held talks
‘with External Affairs Minister 5 Jaishankar
and with National Security Advisor Ajit
Dioval, This was a good move,

Dissanayake has recognised the impor-
tance of India for Sri Lanka's security and eco-
nomic dcwlupmr:m. He has not given anmy
indication of pri wwith China

southern pr:nphcry Could the
ityofc serand re:
alistic approach from the new government
in Colombo?

Things may not be entirely dearuntil the
current par]laml:nt s dlssulw.‘d. and a new

ter parfiamen-
tary elections. Thls may take place sooner
thanlater. The NPPwould want to profit from
the political momentum it currently enjoys
and hope to win a majority, but elections are
always uncertain. [t may be better o let the
new politics play itself out before passing
judgement over what one may expect from
the new go inColomba. Inth
of the Maldives, there was a sober and ma-
ture handling of an overtly hostile regime,
allowing the reality of a dense economic in-
terdependence to bring about a shift in atti-
tudes in Male. In the case of India and 5ri
Lanka, too, there is a strong economic inter-
dependence. The economic viability of
Colombo port depends upon transhipment
traffic from India Added to that is the signif-
icant support that India extended to5ri Lanka
during the height of its economic crisis in
2020. This included a currency swap, sup-
pliesof fuel, rice and medicines and a large fi-

over India. One should expect that he will
seck to maintain a careful balance in
Sri Lanka's relations with India and
China. Balance is preferable to leaning
towards China.

There is a tendency to consider our poli-
cies towards each of our neighbours asinde-
pendent variables. To some extent, the speci-
ficity of each neighbourly relationship must
be kept in mind. But there is an urgent ne-
cessity to draw up a comprehensive neigh-
bourhood strategy. This should identifywhat
are the assets and what are the liabilities in
engaging with each of our neighbours but
alsnlocate these hilateral relations in alarger
pursuit of regional economic integration.
This would seek to leverage the role that
India could play as the engine of growth for
allits neighbours, as the node for a regional
transpart and communications netwwork and,
increasingly, as the leader in helping the re-
gion tackle, collaboratively, for example, the
urgentchallenge of diimate change. Leading
the Global South must begin with our own
subcontinental neighbours.

The writer is a former foreign secretary

the restof the wor oming fora A ation

of chess has con e country where the sport Notonly

did the Indian chess team win golds in the open section and the women's
event, there were also four individual gold medals for Gukesh D, Arjun Erigaisi, Divya
Deshmukh and Vantika Agrawal. While the women's team came back from a defeat and
adraw in the middle, the Indian teamin the open section was so dominant that in the 44
games they played over the course of the tournament, they Iost just once. Both teams
were fuelled by a heady combination of battle-hardened veterans like Harikrishna and
Harika Dronavalli and players deemed to be future of chess.

THE DISCONNECTED CITIZEN

Recent communal tensions in Himachal Pradesh point to a deeper predicament

M RAJIVLOCHAN

Thmwasalwa}sabundannakmmmdlandms. Buta factors hascon-
tribasted towvar wedals. One of the cri 15 behind this chess boom
is the tech revolution, with chess engines, software and access to good coaching becom-
ing more accessible for amyone, even those sitting in tier 1| and tier 1l cities. This is the
reason why players like Divya Deshmukh (Magpur) and Arjun Erigaisi [Warangal) got
quality coaching early on. Technology is how a player like Praggnanandhaa can work un-
der Russian maestro Peter Svidler or a Gukesh can train with Poland's Grzegorz Gajewski
without needing to fly abroad every few months. Another factor aiding the meteoric rise
of the current generation is the expertise that the [fkesof Gukesh, Prage, Afjun and Vaishali
ot from the previous generation of grandmasters like RB Ramesh, Sandipan Chanda,
Srinath Marayanan and Abhijit Kunte when they were very young. Add to this, the sup-
port the country's chess stars are getting from every quarter: Parents are more willing to
let their kids play chess, private sponsors are pouring in money and even schools and col-
leges are more liberal when it comes to youngsters pursuing chess as a primary voca-

N HIMACHAL PRADESH, the recent flare-
up in popular anger against the illegal con-
struction of a mosgue in Sanjauli was not a
Hindu-Muslim issue at all. it was merely a
manifestation of the anger against the ab-
sence of governance. In its absence, commu-
nities — angry about the hundreds of pin-
pricks that mark their daily lives — start
fighting with each other in the name of re-
ligion, caste, etc., latching on to long-stand-
ing fault lines. Few today recall that these
are the same people who, for the past 10
ingwhich period they g
L‘I'I|l.‘d by both the BJF and Cungu‘ss re-
fused to allow sundry “gau rakshaks” the
freedom to operate in Himachal Pradesh,
unlike in neighbouring states.
The issue here is not so much the politi-
cal or communal dissonances that charac-
ia. Mor s it about municipal admin-

tion. Not to mention the growi mer yport fior ¢

The sucress stores at Olympiad come in a year that has already seen unprecedented
achiew Inddia, beitateli anmdal‘cs.whml? -year-old Gukesh be-
came the world's youngest player to qualify for the world hess
oron the world rankings list where Arjun Eru;alsmowmun inthe pSs
‘spots. And theyear can get Gy worlde ipattheage

of 18 Whether or not that happens, the future of chess is increasingly lookding [ndian,

THE COMMON TOUCH

Hanif Kureshi had the incredible ability to use his art to
create a bridge between the street and the people
FONT PULLED a city out of bankruptoy in the 1970s, when American graphic
designer Milton Glaser fashioned the 1 <3 NY™ logo. It was a hack-of-the-en-
welope design, inspired by hearts carved on tree trunks. The logo went on to
become a pop-oulture phenomenon that features as a coffee cup merch and

istration being partial or inefficient. It is
ahout the governance of a locality being
completely disconnected from the concerns
of those who live there. Thereis no “citizen”
in India; only kmbharthis, people who have
to be given some labh, some privileges, some
benefits, by superior beings who run the
Epovernment from a remote location. That
could be anMLAor an MPorevenan IAS of-
ficer. All people can do is plead before them
to slmcrmnm

isthat gnod

basnd on the ptnmp]c ufsuhndlanry de-

Civic bodies have existed in
India since the 73rd and 74th
constitutional amendments
made local self-government
bodies mandatory in the
states. However, these
amendments failed to
allocate any subjects to local
self-povernment. State
governments, which were
enjoined by the Constitution
to devolve power to local
boudies, refused to do so.
Instead, newer ways were
found to emasculate the
latter; their ability for action
further eroded.

cisions should be made at the level closest to
the people. This means that if roads are not
being cleaned, stimeet lights don'twork, llegal
civil works keep coming upin a locality, and
shops and buildings are used for purposes
that upset the divic halance. it is the locality's
people who are best placed to keep an eye
and escalate the matter to authorities em-
powered to take comective actions, This sub-
sidiarity simply does not exist in India.
Civic bodies have existed in India since
the 73rd and 74th constitutional amend-
ments made local self-government bodies
mandatory in the states. However, these
amendments failed to allocate any subjiects
toloc

Or, ensuring that the random parking of
buses, trucks, cars, scooters, etc., does not
block roads.

Simple matters of public law and order,
providing clean drinking water, collecting
property tax, building and maintaining
roads, religicus places and/or community
health and schoods — all legitimate concemns
nf the local body — get decided upon and

remately Incated istra-
tors, Local bodies have neither the money
nor the administrative wherewithal to ade-
quately manage any of them.

State governments routinely control
what should be a local matter. Whether itis

doctors, teachers or municipal

whichwere enjoined by the Constitution to
dl:uulw:puwtrm]ucalbud)cs ]'l.‘fLISL‘dlDEH:I

clerks, local bodies have no powers. This
makes the administration of a locality en-

so.Instead, newer way
culate the latter; their ability for action fur-
thereroded. No wonder the actual concerns
of the people in their localities remain rou-
tinely unaddressed Worse, the comprehen-
sive mnnupulydamnn that I:hl:g:m:mlm:nt
ExeTise fvely prohibits the p
ufalucalllyﬁuntakl)\ganyadwnmmsoht
theirlocal issues,

Big issues, ones that have been created
by palitical bigwigs — akin to the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan — get some official
but not =0 much the smaller problems that
impact | life of citizens — ke actu-
ally getting roads and gullies cleaned daiby.

tirely disconnected from ¢ f the
o, G

mannathatis showered on the locality at the
whims and fancies of remote beings.

In India, we have created a system in
which citizens have been taken out of gov-
ernance. Every once in a while, they push
back, seeking some say in how a locality is
governed. In the absence of formal powers
to govern, they create conditions of chaos,
increase mutual acrimony, and find new
ways of hurting each other.

The wnrzrrznche:)u.mwur
Panjob University,

asignpast fora city, all at once. Like Glaser, Gujarat-born, multidisciplinary st Hanif
Kureshi, who died on Sunday, was someone who used typography to bring India to the
waorld. That design is about being personal, was Kureshi's calling cand.

“Typefaces arelike people.” he said, *You k:rr:wdlcm by the clothes lh:ymt‘t\:lucuujd
take Helvetica to a party and it would fitit, 1gle font, red boxof i
sodistinct." Kureshi hadan incredible ability to not just bring per ashedid
inMumbai's Sassoon Dock Art Project and Delhi's Lodhi Art District through his St+art India
initiative, but b 1t the street to the people. His Handpainted Type project came
from the streets, seen on shop boards of juice sellers and pogmwalas — thick, unabashedly
bold and vibrant in tone and lettering. He democratised art, taking the edge off the white
oube, blunting its stuffiness and unreal price tag.

Kureshiinspired anunderground graffiti movement While he elevated the streets with
murals, he also reminded people at traffic signals to “Stop Shopping”, “Stop Gosslpung‘

“Stop Posing”. [t wasnot. hisvoice, but to lose it inexperiment:
and fonts, stic ippi i i Mot just heval-
wed collabarations with artists, musician rir‘umr'ﬁ L. traveded to festi-

vals abroad, where they dined with kings but never lost the common towch,
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PRESIDENT JOINS TALKS

PRESIDENT ZAILSINGH'S emissary, who did
not want to be identified, held talks with
three of the five Sikh high priests and some
functionaries of the SGPC as part of the
President’s “direct efforts” to reach an amica-
ble settlement with the Akalis who have
threatened a“massive march™ to the Golden
Temple on October 1. The emissary said that
afinal settlement could be possible in two o
three days if everything went well.

RESTORE POPULAR RULE
THEMOVETO restore popular rube in Punjab

has been revived Topcentral leaders are be-
liewed to have told some state Congress (1)
leaders that the Centre is considering rein-
stalling the party's government in the state.
This has given a fillip to the activities in the
state Congress (1) Legislature Party. Punjab
was placed under President's rubeon

6, last year following the massacre of six bus
passengers by terrorists.

34 PILGRIMS KILLED

THIRTY-FOUR PILGRIMS BELONGING to
Haitpur in Maharashtra were killed and 11

Maletha village, about eight km from
Srinagar in Tehri Garhwal district. Those
killed included the driver of the bus, 12
women and one child. The injured were
taken to Srinagar hospital.

PROTEST AGAINST IMF

FACED'WITH OPPOSITION fromithe USandits
supporters, the interim committee of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), which
sets policyforthe Fund, refused toallocate any
meore special drawing rights [SDRs) for the
present. It also reduced access rights over the

T n
Badrinath met with an accident near

pposition of the Third World, but in doing
that the US accepted a compromise.
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One nation, one fantasy

At the deepest level, One Nation One Election is a desire to cut down the clutter of democratic politics.
[toriginates in the middle-class fantasy to save the republic from the public

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

THE WORLD IS full of clever answers in

search of a genuine question. When talk of

One Nation One Election (ONOE) began, it
looked like a grand policy solution in search
of a real probbem. Either a remedy in search
of a disease, or a medicine worse than the
disease, It booked like a sequel to demonet-
sation, another brainchild of a mode rm-day
Tughlag's penchant for something grand
sans a vision or a hlseprint,

Muoting the alacrity with which the pres-
ent regime has gone about pushing this
scheme and reading the Report on
Simultaneous Elections in India of the High
Level Committee (HLC), lam now convinced
that One Mation One Election is not just a
fuizatic yet harmless fantasy. It fits into a
larger political design that has been in the
warks for long, Originating in the middle-
class fantasy o save the republic from the
pubdic and the bureaucratic quest to cvacu-
ate democracy of its popular content, this
design has now fused with the rulers” desine
o tame and defang democracy.

The 281-page report|{ 18,345 pages with
annexures) is a made-to-order dooument
whase conclusions were written into its
verms of reference, Just as the RBIwas asked
boimvent virtues of demonetisation, the HLC
weas designed o discover the rationale for

three disruptions in five years that ONOE
would reduce to two, not one) for ehections?
Hew cloes this compare to ather disnuptions
caused by visits by big leaders or large reli-

s congregations, for excample? What pro-

portion of the government's budget is spent
on elections? How does it compare with the
maoney spent by candidates and parties? As
fior thie masch touted arpument about *policy
paralysis”, for each state government this
amaunts toa perioed of st four months in five

OMNOE, Packed with pro-regime cheer-lead.
ers of ONOE, the HLC has nlmdmntly filled
inthe detailsof the legal 1 for-
malities and administrative logistics re-
quired to rodl it out,

The compulsion to discover a rationale
makes for strange reading, The report claims

that constant elections acoount for a loss of

“about 300 days in an average year" in some
states like Maharashtra (p167), The ONOE
would offer “equitable opportunity to polit-
ical workers" (p55) since the same leader
won't contest for MLA and M. Not just that,
ONOE would lead to “reduction in instances
of hate speeches™ [ p,156), it would salve the
problem of "voter fatigue” {pp.1 ".3 4) -a
problem | never aboust

years, Th is
hamstrung by state assembly elections is be-
lied by the big-ticker announcements on
health and agriculture {not to mention the
cabinet approval of OMOE iself made by the
Mo government in the last fortnight when
thee MICC is in operation.

Besides, this ratienale for ONOE must
contend with an alternative solution. The
Election Commission has the powers o club
all thee assembly elections falling within six
maonths of one another [which it chose not
te exercise in the case of Maharashtra,
Jharkhand and Delhi): this can be extended
to 12 months, The EC that is willing to clul
all thee Lok Sabha and assembly elections in

s surely be asked to recuce the du-

of doing research on Indian elections,

Here is a nugget of constitutional wis-
dom coming from the "Constitutional
Expert™ memberof the HLC: Indiais *a com-
hination of Presicential and Parliamentary
forms nfgrmlnmmt‘(n.lﬂ‘hl Comsider this
phece of reasoning; "The synchronised con-
duct of elections [osters asense of civic co-

hesion and | unity, acToss

ration of the election to a fortnight amd no
maore than three phases. And the Model
Code of Concluct can be amended to provide
for continuity of regular governance during
theelection period, When ordinary pills can
do, why go for a surgery?

Even if you grant all the benefits of

OMOE, these need o be weighed against the
seriousd this schy uld do toour

the country participate in the festival of

democracy collectively, reinforcing the
bonds of citzenship and fratemity,” (F145)
This reminded me of school children ex-

canstitutional demaocratic structure, As
many as 15 recognised political parties,
mastly from the INDIA bloc, have opposed
OMOE. The undeniable fact is that ONOE is

pounding on the of their
latest “invention” for a science project,
Shorn of such verbiage, or a dubious
polling exercise, the core argument is that si-
multaneous elections would improve the
cquality of governance: Cutting down on the
diversion of government machinery, saving
||11L.uez'xpmdllumand reduction |nrhet|n1|.-
y freeze due o th
ofthe Madel E‘ndedmnu't. These are valid
arguments whose weight needs to be as-
sessed carefully, How disruptive is the diver-
sion of government machinery (bypically

not ek hange inthe
electoral calendar that it is made out to be.
It would upset the basic principle of ac-
countability of the executive to the legisla-
ture inherent in our padiamentary system
of govermance, The HLC suggests a solution
to this problem by creating another prob-
lem of holding elections for the remaining
part of the tenare even if it is For just one
year, The proposal to align the tenure of state
assemblies as well as municipal and pan-
chayat bodies with Lok Sabha is a viclation
of the federal principle of governance, In this

ple adim

The Election Commission
has the powers to clulb all the
assembly elections falling
within six months of one
another (which it chose not
o exercise in the case of

Maharashtra and
Tharkhand); this can be
extended to 12 months, The
EC that is willing to club all
the Lok Sabha and assembly
clections in one go can surely
be asked to reduce the

duration of the election to a
tortnight and no more than
three phases, And the Maodel
Code of Conduct can be
amended to provide for
continuity of regular
povernance during the

clection period, When
ordinary pills can do, why go
for a surgery?

CR Sasthaimar

sense, ONOE seems to be in vislation of the
“basic structure” of pur Constitution,

Maore than the administrative, legal and
constitutional issues, the deepest problem
with the ONOE is the political design inher-
ent in it. Clearly, hobkding the national and
state elections together would give an edge,
asmallto maderate vote swing, in favour of
anational party and against regional parties,
My hunch is that the BJP may not have won
achear majority in the Odisha assembly but
for simultaneous elections in 2024, The po-
litical vision underlying ONOE assumes that
nation-wide political players are the only
trustworthy custodians of national interest.

Atthe deepest bevel, ONOE is a desire bo
cutdown the clutter of democratic polites.
It is nevcoincidence that the HLC Report de-
votes maximam attention and space to dis-
cussing the political economy of simultane-
ous elections, Through an elaborate
econometric modeling — elegant inits math
bt dubious in its assumptions and conclu-
sions — it argues that ONOE would lead bo
political stability, faster sconomic growth,
predictable palicy environment and lower
populist pressures, This is very muchin line
with a long strand in ouwr public life that | had
once identified as “middle class fantasies”
of electoral reforms.

Those whedominate the social and eco-
nomic life of this country are increasingly
impatient with its messy politics and have
heen coming up with one sclution after an-
other to *clean” the world of politics — re-
duction in the number of candidates, min-
imum threshold of votes for regional
parties, law against “freebies® and so on.
Certain sections of the political class — bed
Iy, but not confined to, the BIP — are insym-
pathy with this reasoning and would like to
cut down on the headache of elections, of
constantly being on tenterhooks, of the
sword of accountability,

They can't do away with elections alto-
gether, but the next best thing is to limit this
miess to just once in five years, So that the
husiness of gvernance can be carvied out
unclistrtyed by the people for four years and
nine months, I its essence, ONOE is anti-
thetical o democracy.

Thie weriter is member. Sware Indio and
Nutional Convenar of Bharat Jodo Abhivaan

&

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN

THE GUILLOTINE HAS fallen again in Kerala.
The first time it fell was on landlordism in
1956, when the government of EMS
Mamboodiripad legislaed Land reforms that
ended centuries-old feudalism, In a single
strovke, agricultural labourers were free to
sell their labour power to whom they
pleased. That this did not lead toa dynamic
agricultural sector does not take away from
its patential to have ushered in a social rev-
olutien, Social distance between labourer
and landlord, a prominent aspect of Kerala

Social justice must include her

Hema Committee report shows why its ambit must be widened

taken the form of a group of women in the
film industry coming together under the
banner af Women's Collective in Cinema
{WCC). Their first act was to call out the
misagynistic dialogues in Malayalam films,
spoken by some of the biggest stars of the
industry, Whibe it is difficult to gauge itsim-
pact, the WCC's second intervention was
maore powerful. Following the case of a
young woman actor being sexually as-

Special Investigating Team, comprising sen-
ior wamen of the [P to investigate the
recent allegations,

This uprising in Kerala has lessons for the
movement to bring about gender justioe in
the country, First, do not expect even an
elected government to take the initiative to
address patriarchy, even when it comes
down to something as simple as ensuring a
safe workplace for women, When politi-

World Bank data reveals that this staistic
is bower in India than in even Saudi Arabia,
reflexively thought of as a more conserva-
tive socially, The amswer to the question of
lowy presence of women in India's work-
force is casier o comprehend after the rev-
elations in Kerala. In the aftermath of the
Abhaya case in Kolkata, with the national
media reporting on the state of the infra-
structure in India’s government hospitals,

society, was ended
labour movement received an impetus.
Hewever, while the economic and social
power exerted by way of class declined, the
asymmetry of power — wheneby men rule
over women in almost all spheres of social
life — remained untouched, Left politics in
Kerala remained fixated on economic in-
equality and Western imperialism. In the
miearmwhile, unexpectedly, religion assumed
afar greater role in social li menting the
hobd of patriarchy, But now, in a completely
unexpected turn, patriarchy is under the
scanner. [t may have taken awhile tocome,
but it coubd lead to that much-needed sec-
ond social revolution in Kerala and serve as
an example of what can be achieved else-
where in a country where women endune
poxicity in the workplace,

The particular development in Kerala has

try, The Hema Committee was the first in-
stance in Kerala when a group of women
were able o pressure a gavernment to such
adegree, Bur the results took a long time to
comwe. A government reluctant to publish
thee findings of the Committee had to be di-
rected wodo so fllowing a ruling of the Right
to Infermation appellate body, The Hema
Committes report has been redacted bat its
main message, national news since, is that
women in the Malayalam film industry are
subjected o discrimination and sexval ex-
ploitation. The storm that broke out has bed
to resignations in both the state film body,
Kerala Chalachitra Academy, and the actors'
union, Association of Malayalam Movie
Actors [AMMA)L AMMA, led exclusively by
men, has come across as wedded to patri-
archy. The Kerala government has set up a

brings hope o the project, Second, women
will have to take the lead in ensuring that
their demands are acceded to by employ-
ers, without waiting for secial attivedes o
change, WCC have shown that a move to-
wardls this can be macde, but the struggle is
unlikely to ease up. It took a small group of
mostly young and articulate women seven
years to bring things to this stage in Kerala,
IF the question of women's safety in the
workplace becomes a movement, easier
noww that WCC has brought nation-wide
awareness to the matter, much can be
achieved, and sooner, withouwt individuals
having to place their careers on the line,
Foryears, econgmists have wrung their
hands over the low female worker partici-
pation in the Labour force, which is one fac-
tor keeping [ndia at a bow level of income,

wamen's safety

saulted, \M’I th kS m i ke of “social justice” they apnmrm it is possible tr.l siee how litthe needs to be
serup i work-  not inmind, But a don el
eand forall, And, the  ing conditi womeninthe ilmindus-  can be pressured to take action, which - basic infrastructure such as separate, func-

tioning toilets and safe resting areas, espe-
cially when they are on long work shifts,
Merely the absence of a secure place to
sleep stood between the young doctor in
Kollkata and her life.

India's labour laws had once disallowed
night shifts for women in factories and de-
creed that spittoans be provided in the
warkplace, They are in severe need of revi-
siom, In India, women constitute neither a
class nor a caste, They are not financially in-
dependent and have lower health and edu-
cation endowments within every caste
group, After recent events in Bengal and
Kerala, it cannot be business as usual for
Inedia’s talkative political chass, They will have
towiden their definition of *social justice”,

The writer is an econarmist

WHATTHE OTHE

“For BNP to really stop its ervant merr
campaign of reformes

first demonstrate its ab
changes it envisions for the state must saare within i

RS SAY

ibsers and o credibly support the prescnt
ty o veform iself The
own rank and file”
= THE DAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

[t isn’t broken,
don’t fix it

Going back on inflation targeting or making
substantial changes to the framework would
erode central bank's credibility, damage economy

RAJESWARI SENGUPTA

SHOULD INDIA MODEFY its inflation target-
ing (IT) framework, or even abandon it?
Several commentators have raised this
question recently, ahead of an official re-
view of the monetary policy framework,
Perindic palicy reviews are important —
that’s why they are mandated in the IT law:
It"s also true that policies can abways be im-
proved, But the big pictune needs tobe kept
invmind, which inthis case is that IT has suc-
ceeded beyond expectations, making itone
of the most important reforms of the last
decadde. Going back on it or making substan-
tial changes to “loosen” the framework
wonild erode the credibility of the central
hank, damage the economy, and backfirein
a palitical sense,

It is important to recognise what the re-
view entails, According o the amensded RBI
Act, “the Central government shall, incon-
sultation with the Reserve Bank of India, de-
termine the inflation target in terms of the
Consumer Price Index, once inevery five
years", Strictly speaking, this refers o the
numserical target of 4 per cent with a band
of plus/minus 2 percentage points,
However, this can be interpreted more
broadly. If some of the changes pnmu'd
are adopted — in partioular, the

Lakdawala and thiswriter shows that mar-
kst participants view REs commitment o
IT as credible, And price stability has paid
political dividends, or at least allowed the
NI 1o avoid the political costs of high in-
fation auffered by the LPA,

Bur what about the argument that the
RBI should narrow its target, o exclude food
prices which it cannot control ¥ The probdem
is—thisis a thieoretical argumaent. And in the
end, the theoretical points ane not relevant,
After all, the purpose of a government is to
provide services that the public needs anc
desines, And the Indian public has made it
clear that it desines price stabilivy. Not for a
subset but for its entire consumption bas-
ket especially including food. Put another
waty, there's a reason why all major central
hanks target inflation. And there's a reason
why they all include foad in their target in-
dices, Because it ks what the public wants,
indeed demancds.

That said, there are indeed theoretical
factors that the RBI cannot ignore, Central
banks worry about rising food prices be-
cause of what is referred to as "second-
round effects” such as the spillover of food
inflatien to non-food inflation through a
wage-price spiral, Workers faced with
higher food prices demand higherwages o
compensate for their rising cost ofliving and
this, im tum, pushes inflation up even mone,
Some have argued this consideration does
not apply in India, noting that recent food
price increases have not had any spillover,
That may be true, but again is irelevant, as
ivconduses the particular for the general,

In recent mumlu :Indlmng o [ mon-
food, that thy

that anly a subset of CPl be targeted, per-
haps excluding food prices — they wouled
have an enarmous impact.

Three points are worth noting,

First, itisimportant e rememberwhy [T
was implemented in the first place, During
2009-2012, the UPA leet imdla-

sec-
mﬂ-mmdeﬁmuwmkmnghmm Thisis
bec: b

‘Whenthere is l:urplus].'lhl:nurﬂl;l lackof ad-
eruate jobs, asis the case now, workers ane
it in agoed pesition o demand, They have
less bargaining power to demand higher

tion goout of control. P inflation reached
15 per cent in March 20000 And yet no one
weas held respansible because the RBl was
fiollenvireg a " minltiple objectives™ approach,
umnderwhich it wasn't firmly commigted e
any particular target, The resulting public
outery was sostrong that LIPS was voted out
of office (for this and other reasons) and a
new government was voted in, whlrl\

A0S food prices goup, In such a sit-
uvation, the wage-price spiral may not get
triggered and hence we are not seeing steep
increases innon-food inflation, But in the
mick=2000s when the economy was boom-
ing and the labour market was tight, high
food prices set off a wage-price spiral, This
situation coubd easily recur if the economy
grows rapidly over the medium-term, in
which case rl\.1l|g|l|g the lr.lmzwnrk o] tell

pledged 1lmu.|l:lnnt alluwcl |r|| o RBItoigrs i

onitwatch. T rete, disastrous.

itenshrined IT into laws, Whmslmrmd mwlmdnlnrﬂ!' RElto
Second, the reform b d success- hi given

Ful, far more so than many people antici-
pated at the time ITwas adopted, RBI has
generally kept inflation within the 4-6 per
cent band; even when inflation has
breached the upper limit, the deviations
have been miodest. Inflation has never gone
hack to chowble digits, despite serious food,
oil, and pandemic shocks in recent years,
Third, this success has brought economic
and political benefits, Price stability has
helped fuel growth because it has allowed
husinesses tw plan without worrying too
miuich that surging their projections will be
upset by surging costs. It has also reduced
interest rates because it has improved cen-
tral bank credibility, meaning that the RBI
no longer needs m raise interest rates by as
much as ivdid inthe 20008 to convince peo-
e that it is serious about tackling inflation.
Research by Vaishali Garga, Aeimit

that its |nl1mnnam:| growvth forecasts have
frequently been subject to large ermors. This,
in turn, requires improving the underlying
datawhich are outdated and have method-
ological issues, It also requines a better un-
derstancing of agrculture, o assess whether
food inflation is temparary or a reflection of
some deeper, structural issues,

Implementing reforms in a messy
demaocracy requires years ofwork. Evenal-
ter a clecade, the IT framework is in its nas-
cent stages and is being put to test by vari-
o shocks, Vs impartant to let it mature,
making incremental rather than major
changes that would endanger the overar-
ching gnalof price stability, As they say: ifit
isn't broken, don't fixit.

The writer is assoctare professor of
Economics, IGIOR

A CULTURE PROBLEM

THIS REFERS T the report, 'Nirmala calls
for lesisons totackle stress' (IE, mber
23), The fact that our young lace im-
miense stress and strain in our competi-
tive education system is now well
knowwn. The death of a young prodes-
sional in Pune, unable to bear the heavy
burden ofwork assigned to her adds an-
other terrifying dimension to the situa-
tiom, Surprisingly, the finance minister
has called upon only higher educational

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

broad coalition called NPE comprising
activigts, student leaders and women's
rights activists. AKD is expected to be
closer toChina, Lanka's largest investor
and creditor, whose debt clutch on Sri
Lanka has encouraged it to make fre-
quent naval strikes into SriLankan seas
threatening India's regional security, it
remains to be seen how the new
president will translate his words
into actions. Dissanayake, whoassumes
charge in a not-so-congenial
atmosphere, needs support and

an-
agement skills to prepane them for the
Fuature. She did not spare a word against
thie growving toic corporate culture that
tries fo extract the most out of its em-
ployees. The lnssof a budding life should
propel the government to enact appro-
priate rules to protect empboyees from
such exploitation

Wamal Laddha, Sengaluny

A NEW DAWN

IHIS REFERRT[] the report, Mar:uﬂ
wins Lanka pr

s ion from every section of Sri

Lankan society.
Sanjay Chopea, Mohall

QUAD & THE WORLD

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Quad’s
ligght touch’ [IE, September 231 Fromits
earlier ignominious demise in 2007 o
its revival in 2007, Quacd has gained sig-
nificant stature, Quad members dio re-
alise the growing assertiveness of
Chinese power in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion bt they make sure that their ac-
tions are not directly seen as antl-Chma

election’(IE, 23 The peoy

of Sri Lanka have manclated a big change
invthe latest presidential election by vot-
ing/ Anura Kumara Di ke of the

The Quad h cefull
fram a budding seourity dialogue into
amultifacered partnership with I'ar-
reaching goals, More one-

Mational Peophe's Power{ NPP) o posver.
Itis 1o Dissanayake'scredit that despite
having enly 3 seats in 225-seat parlia-
ment, he managed to bring together a

|ng: between Marendra Modi and J(l
Jinpimg can foster warmer t
the countries,

Bal Goving, Nokde
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'I'JGHTEN]NG THE lavy onchild pumngmphy

said that even
wviewing, possessing, and not reporting such
content is punishable under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act regardless of whether it is shared or
transmitted further.
Indoingso, the 5C set aside a Madras High
Court decision from earlier this yearwherea
single-judge Bench had quashed criminal

POCS0 Act was amended o introduce three
wonnected offences under Sections 15(11.(2)
and (3] with increasing grades of punish-
ment — from fines to a three to five year jail
sentence. These punish

W Any person, who Stores or possesses
pornographic material in amy form invohding
achild, but fails to delete or destroy or report
the same to the designated authority, as may
Ibe prescribed, with an intention to share or
transmit child pornography;

W Any person, who stores or possesses
pumogmphlrmatmalmmyiurmmvo]umg

achild fortrar ar

dis-

proceedings against a 28-y Id manwho
had dowmnloaded two pemographic videos
involving children on his phone.

In a 200-page judgement, a Bench com-
prising Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud
and Justice | B Pardivwala outlined a strict in-
terpretation of what constitutes an offence of
“storage of child pomography™.

What is the law in guestion?

The Bench expanded the interpretation
of Section 15 of the POCS0 Act, which deals
with the "Punishment for storage of porno-
graphic material involving child". Originally,
the provision was restricted to cases where
aperson stored child pornographic material
“for commercial purposes”. In 2019, the

distributing in any manner at amy
timee except for the purpose of reporting, as
may be prescribed, or for use as evidenoe in
court; and

W Any person, who Stores or possesses
pormographic material in any form invohving
achild for commercial purpose,

The court's verdict, authored by Justice
Pardiwala, refers to these as “inchoate” of-
fences — offences that are in anticipation or
preparation for committing a further crimi-
na]. a:r The court said that Section 15 was not

punishing the

ting of child pornographic material, and

«would even be used to punish the “intent” to
«commit such an act.

The law in these cases, the court held,

transmit-

Travel may slow down
premature ageing: Study

TRAVEL MAY be the most effective
weapon to slow down the process of age-
ing, anew study published in the fourmal
af Travel Resech in August found.

‘tween tourism and human health is mul-
tifaceted. Positive travel experienoes can
lead to improved physical and mental
health “through exposure to novel emvi-

ronments, physical activities, and social in-

‘Entropy increase’ & health
The study is the first to look at the
principleof “entropy increase™ as a theo-
retical basis for assessing the link be-
‘tween travel and ageing.
Entropyis. al:unl:r:ptmthcrmud:mam-
icsthat hedegree
chaos within a system. Simply put, hu;b:r
the entropy, more the disor-
der and vice versa. First pro-
posed by German physicist
Rudlf Clausius in 1865, the
concept today sees use ina

teractions.” This can shvw down ageing.

“Agring, as a process, is imeversible.

While it cant be stopped, it can be slowed
down,” Fangli Hu, the lead author of the
study, told Scence Daily. “Put simply, the:
|human body's] self-defence system be-
comes more resilient. Hormones con-
ducive to tissue repair and regeneration

may be released and promote:
the self-healing systerm’s func-
tioning.” she said.
Additionally, physical ac-
tivities like hiking, climbing

wide range of fields including and cyeling can boost metab-
economics, biokogy, sociokogy, R o]lsm and energy spent, aid-
and information theary., PAPE'R ing the body to maintain its
According to the second CLIP scli Fhealing system. Further
law of thermodynamics, as research could explore how
time passes, the entropy of , I . trave] therapy could benefit
an isolated system can in- NEW RESEARCH different groups of people.
crease, but not decrease. This However, negative travel

is the idea of “entropy increase™. Thisis
what the study's authors use to describe
the decline in human health, specifically
the process of ageing. A healthy and func-
tioning human body can be said to have
I entropy. As one ages, one's body wit-
ness an entropy increase. Humans, how-
ever, combat this with a combination of

EXpEriEnces may increase ageing and
lead to further entropy increase.
“Conversely, tourism can involve nega-
tive experiences that potentially lead to
health problems, paralleling the process
of promoting entropy increase,” Hu said.
Contracting infectious diseases, acci-
dents, injuries, violence, water and food

medicine and healthy Efiestyle chodoes. safiety isswes, and concems related toin-
. appropriate tourism engagement, can all
Travel & ageing contribute to faster ageing.
Researchers found that the link be- ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
DRISHTI ¢ 8010 208 000
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How SC strengthened child pornography law

The Supreme Court expanded the definition of what constitutes ‘possession’ of child pornography to include viewing or displaying such content as well

punishes “overt steps” taken mowards com-
mittingacrime and not “the mene thought of
committing an offense”. For instance, the
court held that a Gilure to “delete or destroy

The court also held that the offences under
the FOCS0 At could only be made out if the
accused had transmitted or published the
material, and there was no evidence to sug-

orreport” child pomography would allowthe  gest that this took place.

court to “indirectly” infier that the concerned

individual intended to share or distribute it What did the SCrule?

under Section 15(1) The Supreme Court

expanded the definition

What was the case CASES & VICTIMS of “possession” in child

‘before the SC? - s toin-
On January 11, the Soctio POCSO clude caseswhere thein-

Madras HC quashed the skl dividual may not have

criminal proceedings
against a man charged
with downloading and
possessing child pomog-
raphy on his mobile
phone. The FIR filed
against the acoused only
mentioned Section 14 of
the POCSO Act which
punishes using children
for *pornographic pur-
poses”, and the offences under Section 15
were added in subsequent chargesheets.
Howvever, the High Court confined it's rul-
ing o Section 14 alone and held that “mene
possession” child pomography would not vi-
olate the provision “since he has not used a
child or children for pornographic purposes™.

Sowrce: NCRE reports: Al Indin data

physical possession of
child pormographic ma-
terial, but they have “the
power to control the ma-
terial i i d the

90
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

If there an: guestions of current or cumrmpurary relevance that you would like

lained, please write to expl

never downloads or stores the same in his
maobile. Here ‘A’ would still be said to be in
possession of such material, as while watch-
img e exercises a considerable degree of con-
trolover such material including but not lim-
ited to sharing, deleting, enlarging such
material, changing the volume etc
Furthermore, since he himself on his own
wvolition is wiewing such material, he is said
to have knowledze of having control over
such material ™
Anuthcr|I]umat|und.emthrmspunn'bll-
iryal: eives child pomog-
raphy urnwittingly from an external source:
“Forinstance, say, ‘A’ is sent an unknown
link by ‘B, which upon dicking opens a child
pomagraphic video on the phone of A", Now
lately closes the link, although

knowledge of exercise of
such control™. The court
termed this “construc-
tive possession” and held
that “wiewing, distribut-
ing or displaying™ such
material would still amount toit being inthe
accused’s p-ussrsslcm undchcmDnb

AR

once the linkis dm:d X xsnolungcrmm-
structive child

this by itself does not mean that *A' has de-
stroyed or deleted the said material by menely
clsing the link. ‘A'will onty be sbsoheedof any
Eahility if he after closing the link hmhn e

£om

The court also held that the offence un-
derSection 15 will apply even if the accused
does not have physical possession of child
pornography at the time when the FIR is
filed. Charges can be made if it isestablished
that the accused possessed child porno-
graphic material “at any point”. The court
said that if a person “immediately after stor-
ing and watching child pornography in his
muohile phone deletes the same before an
FIR could be registered™ could still be found
lizble under Section 15.

How will such cases be registered?

The court held that the intention of an ac-
cused can be determined based on the “man-
ner inwhich such material is stored or pos-
sessed and the circumstances in which the
same was not deleted, destroyed or re-
ported”. From these actions and circum-
stances, the court will determine the mens
ren or the intention of the accused.

The court also cautioned the police and
courts from limiting their inquiry to one of

parts the same tothe specified
This puts emphasis on reporting urchll.d

Justice Pardi
tions of such possession. On viewing child
pomography, he said:
“Bay for instance, *A° routinely watches
child parnography over the internet, but

graphic content. The penalty for not
:cpocmru; is a fine “not less than five thou-
sand rupees and in the event of second or
subsequent offence, with fine which shall
nat be bess than ten thousand rupees.”

the sub-secti T5ection 15, Evenifan
offence under one sub-section is not made
out, the court held that the police and courts
must not “jurmp to the concusion” that there
is no offence at all Instead, the palice must
see if an offence has been out in one of the
other sub-sections.

Why dengue cases have surged this year

The 12.06 million cases reported globally in 2024 are more than twice the number recorded all of last year

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI. SEFTEMBER 23

AS CITIES across India rt;purr a surge in

RISE IN DENGUE CASES

B Number of cases (in milions)
a

dengue cases, a record
been reported around the wnrld. this year
with Brazil and other South Americancoun-
tries worst affected. Data from the World
Health Organization [WHO) showr that the
number of dengue cases have been increas-

“Dara for 2024 is rill che
ot of August

(Source: Workd Health
Organisation Glotal

ingr year-on-year (see Grophic ).

‘What is dengue?

Dengueisaviral infiection which istrans-
mitted by the Aedes segypti mosquitoe. Most
peoplewith the infection report mild symp-
toms, but the disease is known tocause fever,
severe headache, muscle and joint pains,
nausea and vomiting, pain behind the eyes,
and rashes. In severe cases, however, the in-
fection can bead to internal bleeding, and if
not managed property, even death.

Owver the past two decades, there has
been a “tenfold increase in reported cases”
an editorial by The Lancet said, adding that
“ewen this figure is likely an underestimate”.
This makes dengue the “only infectious dis-
ease for which annual mortality is rising™.

How many people have been infected
this

More than 12 million cases and 6,991
deaths have been recorded globally till
Mgt this year, acconding to data from the
'WHO's global dengue surveillance. This is
more than double the 527 million cases
recorded in all of Last year, which itself was a
record, Prior tolastyear, over the past decade,
amound two to three million annual cases of
dengue had been reported at best.

Experts say that even 2024's record num-
bers are likely to be an undercount. This is
because not all countries — including India
— report theirdata tothe global surveillance
netwark. Even among countries which re-
port the data, not every dengue patient
might have been tested and reported o the
health authorities.

‘What is the situation in India?
Sewveral cities have reported a surge in

2015 2016 2017 2008 2019

2020 2021 2022 2023

2024
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mowvement of people and goods has, in gen-
eral, led toa greater spread of infections that
these people carny with them. However, bet-
ter testing and reporting might also add to
the “increase”, Sunil said.

Apart from dengue, other infections such
as chikungunya and zika, which are also
transmitted by the same vector, have also
been on the rise. Fika was first reported in
Indiain 2016 but there have been several out-
breaks since then.

"There isaneed to study whether getting
one of the infections reduces the immunity
of the vector mosguitoes and makes them
more susceptible to get the other two. IFthis
were to be the case, there could be an in-
crease in the transmission of all three infec-
tions,” Sunil said.

L 7

dengue cases over the past two months,
More than 32,000 cases and 32 deaths at-
tributahle to dengue were reported till june
end, according to the latest available data
from the National Vector Borne Disease
Control Programmee,

This number i |s IJth.y o have shot up in
thelast Health Secret
Apurva Chandra, in car]y August, had said
that India had seen an almost 50% riseinthe
number of dengue cases reported this year,
as compared to the same pe-
riodin 2023,

MNitably, India is also wit-
nessing an increase in the ge-
ography of the infection. The

d

What i
cases?
The Lancet editorial identifies “the triad of
urbanisation, climate change, and the move-
mentof people and goods” as facilitating the
spread of dengue, and its mosguito vector.
URBANISATION: The disease can spread
more quickly in urban arcas with a dense

B B
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disease spread from only eight states and
Union Territories in 2001 o every single state
and UTin 2022, with Ladakh reporting the first
bwo cases that year,

oegypt mosquitowhich breeds inclean, stag-
nant water. An increase in cases is generally
reported during and just after the monsoon.

“If you just look at Delhd, we have been
experiencing rains with warm spells in be-

First. individuals have to ensure that mos-
quitoesdo not breed at their bomes, orintheir
neighbourhoods. Collection of water in pots,
planters, bird baths, et prevented.

Second, ptuplcml:d toprotect themsehves
against mas-

pween, whichare the best o forthe
mosguite to proliferate,” said Dr Sujatha
Sunil from the Vector Borne Diseases Group
in New Delhi's International Centre for
Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology.

C \TE CHANGE: Anincrease intem-
peratures alloes mosguitoes
tobreed in places where they
previousty could not — i
higher altitudes for instance.
“Global warming has defi-
nitely led to an increase in the prevalence of
thevector in geographies it might previously
not have been found,” Sunil said.

Moreover, climate change has also bed to
the virus becoming more rebust and trans-
mitting better. On the current outhreak, the
US Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention said: “Higher temperatures can
expand the range of the mosquitoes that
spread dengue, as well as affect other factors
that facilitate virus transmission like faster
viral amplification in the mosquito, increased
wector survival, and changes in reproduction

population. This is because
vide ample breeding grounds to the Aedes

rate
MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE: The global

uitoes bite u.,-—wranng:hﬂts
whichcover the entire body, especially during
the monsoons, can prevent bites.

Third, public health systems have to fo-
ous on surveillance, and prediction of out-
breaks. This will ultimately help redwce the
number of cases, and consequently deaths
due tothe infection.

Are there any vaccines against dengue?

Yes. The WHO recommends two vac-
cines: Sanofi's Dengvaxia and Takeda's
QDenga. However, these have not received
approval in India.

That said, India is also working on several
vaccines of its own, some in collaboration
with foreign institutes. The two at the most
advanced stages are Serum Institute of
India's vaccine candidate developed using a

genetically engineered wirus from
the Mational Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases in the United States.
Another candidate using the same virusis
being developed by Panacea Biotec.
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Drought, deforestation, climate change: Why South America is burning

ALIND CHAUHAN
MEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 23

SOUTH AMERICA is witnessing its worst
fiorest fire season in nearly two decades,
breaking a previous record for the number
of blazes seen in a year (till September 1)

Satellite data analysed by Brazil's space
research agency INPE has spotted 346,112
fire hotspots so far this year
inall 13 countries of South
America, surpassing the
previous record of 345,322
hotspots in 2007, Reuters
reported.

How bad is the situation?

Since the beginning of this year, fires
have ravaged the Amazon rainforest, en-
gulfing parts of Brazil, Peru, Bolivia,
Colombia, and other countries. Millions of
acres of forest are currently burning across
South America.

The worst hit is Brazil, the largest coun-
tryinthe continent and home to 60% of all
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the currently burning fires in the region.
Data from Maphiomas, a Brazilian NGO,
show that fires have burned more than 11
million hectares of land between January
and August this year, an area roughly twice
the size of Uttarakhand. Three of the six
vast ecosystems — the Amazon, the
Cerrado (the world's most bisdiverse sa-
vanna), and the Pantanal wetlands — hawe
been severely affected, according to a re-
port by Grist magazine.
After Brazil, Bolivia wit-

fires this month, according to
INPE data More than 3.8 mil-
lion hectares of the country's
forests and grasslands have been damaged
as of September 13. Bolivia is followed by
Peru, Argentina, and Paraguay.

Smoke billowing from thcsc Mldﬁms

nessed the highest numiber of

Afirefighter in front a wildfire in
Brasilia, Brazil earlier this month. Reuers

has filled the sk
with towic clouds spanni ng 10 million
sejuare kilometres — an area larger than the

pert and member of the Air Quality and

entire United States, to a report
by Live Science.
Matalia Gil, an atmospheric science ex-

Emissior

Laboratory nthwm]d Live Science that
“there has beenap ing in air

quality in cities across southern Brazil,
northem Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay and
northeastern Uruguay.™

Residents in cities such as Montevideo,
LInMscapiLal.a(pcﬁmd poor visibil-

alby bumn their lands to cultivate them and
most often, fires escape into the forests,
However, this year’s season has been par-
ticularly bad due to several reasons.

For instance, the continent is currently

ity ays due to the ds smoke
cloud and black rain — precipitation that
tums dark because of the mixture of ash

ing one of its worst droughts on
record with Brazil, Perw, and Bolivia being:
worst affected. In Brazil, about 59% of the

‘Weather Attribution, an international group
of scientists, showed that climate change is
the main culprit behind the ongoing
drousght in South America It said rising tem-
peratures made the drowght 30 times more
likely, drove extreme high temperatures,
and contributed to lower rainfall.

and soot, the report said. At least 11 country is facing drought c itions and
provincesof A ling A in i i historic
similar taking place. lows, according to Grist. These extrerne dry
Karla Longo, an air quality researcher  conditions fueled by the El Mifio event (it
at INPE, told Reuters that “exposure to the ded earlier this year
smokewill drive up the numberof people  to spread across the region.

seeking hospital treatment for respiratory
issues and may cause thousands of prema-

High levels of deforestation, especially
inithe Amazon, have also played a rolein ex-

ture deaths". Inhaling wildfi ke con-
tributes to an average of 12,000 early
‘deaths a year in South America, according
toa 2023 study.

Why is this happening?
Ewery year, South America witnesses a
high number of blazes between and

‘Dctober, which is the continent’s wildfire

season

ates more opportunities for blazes to
spread. “Evidence suggests that deforesta-
tion itself is responsible for regional changes
inweather patterns that have resulted in

What happens next?

It remains unclear if the number of wild-
fires im South America will further rise this
year. Typically, rainfall comes in the region
during October but there is no certainty.
Ane Alencar, director of science at the
Amazon Environmental Research Institute,
told Grist: "We don't knowy if rmin is going
tocome”

Notably, the ongning intense wildfires
inthe continent are not a surprise to climate
scientists, who say this is exactly what
cI:matl: muodels have been predicting for

larger and maore s make

‘mare. E ‘weather events

forests more susceptible to fire,” according:
toareport by the Word Resources Institute,

The crisis has been made worse by
global warming,. A recent study by World

such as drought, wildfires, and floods

are expected to get much worse in the
ing years as global

continue to rise.
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Lanka's Left turn

Although he may be ideologically inclined toward China,
Dissanayake should be mindful of India’s interests too

HERE IS A regime change in Sri Lanka that has propelled Anura
Kumara Dissanayake,a Marxist leaderof the fanatha Vimuldhti Per-
amuna([VF)-led National People’s Powercoalition, to the presidency
of thelsland nation.As ananti-establishment candidate, he secured
the highest office as Sri Lankans reposed faith in his pledge to fight corrup-
tion and bolster a fragile economy following the worst econormic crisis that
caused tremendous deprivation among the dtizenry. Although he s a hard -
line leftist, whose |V party has had an earlier record of insurrection, Dis-
ke also has valuable experience of being in g Hehas been
a memberof padiament since 2000 and briefly served as agriculture, live-
stock, land, and Lrrigation minister in 2004 and even contested as a presi-
dential candidate In 2019, losi toGotabaya Rajapaksa, The VP played
ahuge rolein the pmlcslmmcmcl:lin 2022 thatunseated the Eovernment,
Ieading Lo the app of Ranil Wil inghe with the support of
the ksas, Dissanayake's yreflects the citizenry's desire for
change fmnlm political elites.
prioritywill nodoubt betobolster the fragile eco-
nmnl.c recovery of the island nalion and renegotiate the conditions of the
ry Fund's §2.9- billion baflout package. The good news
Is that real GDP has posted three consecutive quarters of expansion, accel-
erating to 5. 3% year-on-yearin the first quarter of 2024, I:n!'lalicmlsmmlng
1 Forex reserves are rlsing, But theseimyp
ily translated into better living conditions, Food insecurity is widespread.
Poverty and inequality have worsened. The Fund's conditions have strained
household hudgmu.ﬁlmoughl.lhauchangcdlw carlierstance ofpmucrl.bing
one-shze-fits-all condith insabankat theendof thedaytt
I.w Ioans serviced. Nalura]]y, lhc I-‘umi advocates balanci ing lhe hudgcl

and

mm’gy prices.In S Lanka I'orln.stan.c:: last year”s dmrbcilylaﬂﬁhﬂw threw

MTHE ONE hand, global
trade discussions are
falling to move forward
at the World Trade Orga-
nization (WTO). But on
the other hand, within alittle mone than
a couple of years of its launch in May
2022, the 14-member Indo-Pacific Eeo-

WWW,

INANCIALEXPRESS.CO

@® MADE IN INDIA
Google CEO Sundar Pichai

Tha Prima Minister has been focused on

transforming India with his Digital India
wision. He pushed us to continue making in India,
designing in India, We are proud to now make
our Pixel phones manufactured in India

@ NOVELBLOC
RULES THAT IT MAKES IN SUPPLY CHAINS & CLEAN ECONOMY COULD BECOME TEMPLATES FOR FTAs

IPEF refutes sceptics

AMITENDU PALIT

Sanior research fellaw and ressarch lead
(trade and sconomics), nstitute of South Asian
Studies, National Univarsity of Singapare

nomic Framewark for Prosperity (I PEF
has made remarkable progress,

At the first in-person meetings of
the Supply Chain Council and Crisis
Response Network of the IPEF held at
‘Washington DC on September 12 and
13, specific decisions were taken for
maoving forward, These include adopt -
ing action plans by the Supply Chain
Council on semiconductors, chemi-
caly, and critical minerals with a focus
on batteries, with a similar action plan
on healthcare expected soon. Subcom-
mittees have also been announced on
logistics and movement of goods, and
dataand analytics, The Crisis Response
Network meeting focused on address-
Ing immediate supply chains disrup-
tions, including working out on-
ground simulations. Along with the
progress in supply chains, the work on
clean economy has also pleked up fast

amlllionEaml.llcuo[fmegrh]asl]wymuhinmaﬂ'nrdlmlrbulu (8]} }
therefore,is b loan packageso that it does not unduly
hurtlcn]wuucholdhudgms.

From India's point ofview, regl I intheneighbourh 'dupn:-
sentserlouschallengesbut ithas not been blindsided bywhat b
In Sl Lanka. Due tohis rising p th {omwid ?m?prmcul

movement, Ulmna?akc was nvited landla ln February during which he
met the external affairs minister and national security advisor, 'Ihe'y dis-
cussed the bilateral relationship and | benefits from deep-
ening. Although in the heat and dust of the presidential campaign Dis-
sanayake said that he would scrap the Adani wind power project, during his
visit to Delhi he is also learnt to have expressed concern over corruption in
some of the Chinese flagship projects in S Lanka.

Although he may be ideologically inclined to China, he will be prag-
matically mindful of India’s strategic interests as well, India, for its part,
must be respectful of the desire of neight to seek more i
autonomy in their bilateral relationshipand closely engage with these new
regimes on the basis of mutual interests and reciprocal sensitivity. Sri
Lanka was a major beneficiary of our timely ald and assistance when it
passed through its economic crisis that led to a more favourable stance
towarids Indiavis-d-vis thedragon. The change of guard in the island nation
15 unlikely to change that reality.

Traders, don't fall in love
with your machines

GARY GEMSLER, CHIEF LS securithes regulator, enlisted Scarlett Johansson and
[oaquin I‘hnml.x'u maovie Her last week to help explain his worrles about the risks of
gers and hanks are rushing to adopt
generative Al tools and thel: fallure muld cause mayhem, just ]I.lm theAl companlon
played by [ohansson left Phoeniy throken,

The problem of critical infrastructure isn't new, but Larnge language models like
Openal’s ChatGPT and other modern algorithmic toals present uncertain and novel
challenges, including automated price collusian, or breaking rules, and lying about
It Predicting or explaining an Al model's actions ks often impossible, making things
even trickder for users and regulators,

The Secur| 1 hameon whi ‘-f'.cnnlcrl:lul.m andotherwatch-
dogs such as the

artific ¢ in finance.

g the first ¢

high-level meeting and discussion on
the theme kn Singapore in [une,

Indialsa member of the IPEF, along
with the US, Australia, Brunei, Fiji,
lapan, Korea, Indonesta, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Philippines, Singa pore, Thai-
land, and Vietnam. India currently
holds the vice chairin the Supply Chain
Council while the US is in chair.

There has been no shortage of IPEF
sceptics, Most trade specialists dismiss
the IPEF as a non-starter with limited
prospects and low potential. The biggest
downside,as these sceptics point out, Is
the possibility of President Trump

being re-elected and pulling the US out
of the IPEF. The latter, they argue, would
then be dealt a body blow similar to
what the TPP (Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship) was dealt with in January 2017,
when the US backed out of adeal that it
had mothered for nearly nine years,
Why are all members, including
India,engaged in the IPEF If it is of lie-
tle value? The obvious answer is it is
not as worthless as it ls made out to be

the existing regional and bilateral
trade agreements, were designed for
safeguarding supply chains. New rules
are necessary for securing supply
chains, These rules are not possible to
be crafted within the structurally
bound "glve and take market access”
frameworks of standard free trade
agreements (FTAs). They need a new
beglnning and a fresh approach,

This is precisely what the [FEF

by many. brought on the table. The

The IPEFwas proposed fact that 14 countries
as a novel approach for The dacisions made comprising around 408
tackling 21st centuryeco-  and rules adopted  of the global GDP and
nomic ritmb:emsd that By it, till now, are nlwm than a third of the
impact global trade and global population stuck to
business, It s a product of not oe_ntlnﬂunl o drafting rules and ham-
the post-pandemic reali-  €OUntries moving in meringout action plansin
sation that the world  and out thanksto  record time shows that
economy has risks and porosi [’ they have faith inthe long-
vulnerabilities that exist- the t I'I‘t}l' ofits term ability of the IPEF to
ing trade and business hicobtiinnided deliver. Ifthe IPEF can give

rules are incapable of
solving. For example, if essential sup-
plychains choke and crack, as they did
repeatedly in the aftermath of Covid-
19, and as they occasionally continue
to even now, due to the Ukraine and
Palestine conflicts and the problems in
shipping through the Red Sea, how
good are existing global and reglonal
rules in weathering the disruptions?
The obwlous answer, again, is that
they are not, None of the WTO's rules,
or for that matter those of the bulk of

the rules that firms and
businesses are happy to adopt and are
applicable across industries and sectors,
there’s no reason why the IPEFcan'thea
valuable and worthwhile project.

The rules that the IPEF makes in
supply chains and clean economy, as
well as in fair economy, can well
become the templates for new and
upgrading FTAs to look at for Incorpo-
ration. Indeed, several existing trade
agreements might actuallybe grateful
to the IPEF for providing them pur-

poseful inputs for modernising and
Improving. This, for example, applies
to FTAs that India has bilaterally with
several partners in the IPEF, all of
which — such as with the Asean, Sin-
gapore, Malaysia, Japan, and Korea —
are due for upgrades. The fact that
India and these countries worked on
making rules for increasing resilience
of supply chalns in the IPEF bloc will
clearly generate mutual confidence
and helpinbringing inelements of the
IPEF rules in the existing preferential
trade frameworks,

‘The IPEF has challenged trade spe-
clalists and experts to think differ-
ently. It doesn't deal with market
access.As a result, its percelved bene-
fits and costs cannot be estimated by
employing usual quantitative tech-
niques. This makes the IPEF an uncom-
fortable creature and a puzzle beyond
solution for many, The larger point,
thaugh, is that it rn not necessary for
any rules-based framework to begin on
the back of projected numbers that are
tied to static assumptions, most of
which don't remain valid over time,
The IPEF's novelty is in its flexibility,
which, however, makes it unfamiliarto
many,and uncomfortable to some.

‘Whether the US will stay engaged in
the IPEF or not will be known after a
few months. The IPEF is nimble and
supple enough to survive jerky disrup-
tions, including that of a US pull-out,
The decislons provided and rules
adopted by it, til now, are not contin-
gent on muntrlea moving inand out
thanks to the porosity of its structure,
And that's precisely the reason why the
Biden administration, too, has
remained steadfastly committed to
the IPEF even in its last days.

Virws are porsonal

Energy security needs diversification

YP SINGH
PRADEEP S MEHTA

Raspactively former gavarnar of Pungab, and
secratary ganaral of CUTS International

Scale and speed of energy diversification, coupled
with capacity expansion and growth of transmission
networks, are pivotal to meet electricity demand

INDIA MUST ADOPT an inclusive
approach to meet dsing power demands

mendable, it pales in comparison to the
projected total capacity addition of
|

and ensure energy security,

a diverse range of sustainable energy
sources beyond solar and wind, Nuclear
energy should play a central role in this
strategy, supported by hydroelectric
power, alternative energy sources, and
storage soluti Besldes,

338 Gwduring the same
period, including B0 Gw from coal alone.

salt reactor, The research is essential to
unlock the potential of thorium as a
viable and sustainable energy source for
the future.

the potential
of nuclear unulmr may be underutilised
in India's broader energy strategy.
Nuchear is both clean and efficient, and
Inelia b nuclear fuel with the

ks will b lal
to effectively absorb and distribute the
increased capacity.

Renewable encrgy (RE) in India cur-

largest thorium reserves, accounting for
25% of the world's deposits, The advent
of small modular reactor technology,
which enables reactors to be manufac-

tric power ruclal
table long-t
I

border tracewith Nepal andl Bhutan, Both
1 hyd

The current solar energy landscape
could alse be significantly enhanced by
adopting a resource optimisation
approach that tailors strategles toeach
reglon's generation potential, For
Instance, arid Ladakh, with its high
insolation and clear skies, is more
suited for solar power generation than

ditional hubs like I oF

countries possess ro-
ehoctric land s
~ Including power evacuation and trans-
mission infrastructure — to hamess this.
New deals have been struck with Nepalto

Gujarat.Aprime exampleul thisinelu-
ive approach is the Power Grid Corpo-
ration of India's 13-Gw green energy
corridor project in Ladakh, which will

big clowd computing compan les and macklind&]nt 's near-ublquitous Aladdin risk rently accounts for 44% of the tntal tured in 1 o ppty hydel p e India feed electricity into the national grid

and portfolio management platform. Thissummer's global IT crashcaused by cyber- Installed capacity but ¢ only sites, further s supplying power forlong. via Inter-state transmission lines,

security firm (‘lwdsullm}luldingn ]nl: w:nahimhmmlndemfpulcnualpltfalln 23% to energy generation, with the l!nhllll:l!ﬂ the operational Alternative ene Developing robust trans- Morne projects like this should be pri-

However, generative Al and Gensler and his peers majority of it coming from thermal plants, Y _I‘,, missbon lines from Bhutan itised 1 tar-

gluba}llyamplayl.ngntl:h upOnnwrya'buul [!Iil:klhxksnliddinwulmﬂlwuld SOUFCEs. Alt hough Indiais ontrack to~ To lruly advance toward 9! and Nepal to Indla would gets to states that lack the capacity to

of b ¥, - ach Installed capac- sustainable and resilient  such as distributed  not only enhance energy execute such initiatives, ensuring a

likebehavious. Fund mar I king Ity from mnuwablun well before 2030, energy system, India must RE, waste-to- networks but also promote more effective path to energy sustaln-
thesupport Aladdin provides but thisfsn't th I [ 1 tooks that the share of RE in theoverall energymix  develop a robust domestic ane! and blomass trade within the u‘glon. ability and security.

«can make choloes on behalf of users. dmnandu:luwlatlmltl.on.whl.lnbatlcry ecosystem  for  nuclear 9. Suchan ch Additionally,al ve energy gen-

‘When LLi Msandalmcmam tlil.nndmthnumordmilirdataandbumlm mare energy. This s especially can play a crucial amutually fi ut- i hid l RE,

1widely used ing, could very eas- to an extent, their current pace of  critical as RE equipment role in bridging come, fﬂﬂﬂinﬁ l'-‘!liﬂﬂﬂ te- 1 pl
ily pursue copycat strategies, leaving markets vulnerable to progress is insufficlent and ke wind | gaps coopera eruclal rabe in bridging structural gaps in
sharp reversals, But that's just the start: As the machines get remains an operational concern. panels remain susceptible Ing tosl 1 | gy ecosystem,

muuphiutkzlcd thnﬂaknmtmhdnrﬂmm Is evidence of
collusior I aq:ldunmllnn’t

With power demand expected todou-
ble by the end of this decade (2020-
203

to fluctuations in global
supphychains, duspl.mthngmwlh oflocal

manufac o

choar — hose bl learn-
ing.A ulud)' ofaulnmatnd pricing tnnlu auppllnd to gasoline
retablers in Germany found that they learned tacitly collusive
strategies that ralsed profit marging,

Then there's dishonesty, One experiment instructed
OpenAl’s GIFT4 toact as an anonymous stock market trader
Inasimulatbon and was ghven a julcy Insider tp that i traded
on even though it had been told that wasn't allowed . What's
more, when quizzed by its "manager” it hid the fact.

Both problems arise in part from giving an Al tool a singular objective, such as
“maximise your profits®, This ks a human problem, too, but Al will likely prove better
and faster at doing it in ways that are hard to track. As generative Al evolves into
autonomous agents that are allowed to perform more complex tasks, they could
dmlop superhuman abilities to puriue the lutwl rather than the spirit of financial

DAVIES

Waamberg

mmmtlcmror expanding solar and wind
capacity will not provide a sustainable
path toenergysecurity. Indiamust diver-

Y portiol
[ pgoals.

Nuclear, for example, can support
India's energy transition in the most
effective manner. The current nuclear
capacity lsa mere & gigawatt (Gw) — less
than 204 of the total installed capacity.
However, the government plans to add
14.3 Gw by 2032, While this is com-

jpatible with India’s net-zero goal.

The government's declsion to invite
private investment in nuclear energy
projects s a positive and much-needed
atep, However, to fully leverage India's
abundant thorlum reserves — given that
thorium is fertile rather than fissile —

1 | research and I is
erucial. Several countries including the
US, UK, and China are doing to research
an thorium-based technologles like IIq-

The Indian govern-
mentalms toinerease the current hydro
power capacity from 42 Gwto 6.7 Gw by
2032, with an aggregate capacity of 15
Gwunder construction, Since the power
projects in the northern and eastern
parts of the country account for about
600 of our hydroelectric generation, it
would be prudent to develop stronger
Infrastructural ties with Nepal and
Bhutan torealise these goals. The role of
pumped h)'dm storage w‘lll also be cru-
clali arlsing

from the infiem nature of salar and

id fluoride thorium reactor and

wind

THE EDITOR

their d dls, they resart

wiorkers relating to wage can be
settled with peaceful negotiation.
Cheap labour is a key factor that lures
nvestors as it is the most ﬂm:lbls

© ito

an ItindI raw mahenal, tranipurtatlun,
power, and trade related aspects, The
government, while woocing investors,

as researchers at the Banl for I 1 s put it
i awkl.ug paper thissummaer,
The other this ralses: el d
bad thlngthlnndeun ataforelgn exchange-| focused Iladingmrlmnlom' I:anﬂmllﬂ!
pic.One trador Labourwoes
agency Ine I ding, telling he
and his peers had | lgo Ds"onl g del to spin. Apropas of “Samsung's labour pangs”
EmlMD[dmnpkkthnlnmn 1 | | hie (FE, September 23), the workforce
Would it or, th I tries all forms of democratic protest
rhmn It lance/1T department,or supplied it? and when the managument fails to
Allth foed yat the. v g its tools, i
fal fi whing options to strike. The managament stand on
am]lhulylohecplhmmwlalmd to spudﬂ.cand Hmiled Lanknfuu]ungan pusaible workers' coll a right,
Thatwould b w eywark. enshrined in the law of the land isn‘t

The potential pmﬂ.tn on offer mean investors and teacers will ulrugg]l.' to hold
I back, but they should listen to Gensler's warning, Learn from [oaquin
Phoenlsin Herand don't fall inlovewith your machines.

correct. Denial of a union of their
choice to represent workers reveals
an exploitative intent. The demand of

hould they stick to labour
laws. There are favourable |laws for
workers, but their implementation is
wzak, The labour codes propased by
the Centre dilubes such laws. While

promating ease of doing business,
the gavernmaent should alsa think of
Yaase of living" far the warkfarce.
~iG Rajpmohan, Anantapur
Unwarranted praise
Apropos of "Conviction and
consensus” (FE, September 23), the
wiriter's effusive praise of PM Modion
completion of 100 days in his third
term is unwarranted. Measures may
look good on paper but it is a different
story on the ground. What is being

These approaches will not only con-
tribute to a cleaner energy mix but also

fal oppor
millions of Indian citkzens, fostering local
economic growth,

Inconclusion, the scale and speed of
energy diversification, coupled with
capacity expansion and the enhance-
ment of transmission networks, will be
phvatal in ensuring that India's power
sector can sustainably meet electricity
demand

With contrilriions fram Akash
Sharma, CUTS Intermational

developed and far whom is maore
impartant than development itself.
Income disparities have grown under
Modi. One way to keep the desperate
quiet is by offering some benefits,
Infrastructure has been touted as a big
achieverment of the government. But
the status of projects after monsoan
rains bare wide corruption. We need
accurate assessment, not blind praise.
—anthany Henriques, Maharashtra
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The Left turn
in Sri Lanka

Anura Kumar Dissanayake’s win in presidential
polls is in the spirit of the anti-cstablishment
sentiment that marked the 2022 civie unrest

he election of Anura Kumar Dissanayake, the
leader of Janata Vimukti Perumuna (People’s
Liberation Frong), an outfitwith Marxist
leanings, as the ninth President of Sl Lanka,
marksa new chapter in the island nation’s politics. Ina
way, the ascent of the JVP, which led two violent
Insurrections in 1971 and during 1987-89, and its
eclipsing of the three mainstream parties that have
monapalised power in Colomba, com pletes a political
cyele that started with the massive civie unrest in 2022,
which forced the then president, Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
toquit office and flee the country. The civic protests
(Aragalaya) were unprecedented in their scale of
mobilisation and remarkable for the way they
articulated popular disalfection with the political
establishment and the economic collapse that the
Rajapaksas. once celebrated as heroes for their role in
defeating the LTTE and ending the war in the Tamil-
majority areas, presided over, Dissanayake wasa
prominent voice during Aragalaya, which helped the
JVP tooffer itself as an alternative. That the JVP never
held office in Colombo — Dissanayake, though, was a
mimndster in the Chandrila Kumaratunge government
some years agowhen JVP was her ally — has helped
the coalition it bed to win the mandate in an election
defined by vorer antipathy owards the establishment.

Dissanayake will need tobe pragmatic in his policies
to reconcile the compulsions of managing a country,
which s yet to recover from the econamic erisis of
2022 and is dependent on a $2.9 billion IMF bailout,
with popular expectations for less taxes and more
welfare. He has promised to renegotiate the IMF
package with its stringent austerity measures which
was a major reason for the ant-incumbency agalnst
the outgoing president, Ranil Wickremesinghe, who,
after replacing Rajopaksa, had to seek help from the
International community to tide over the currency
crisls and stabilise the economy and the country,
Dissarayake may have to soften his party's populist
piteh and explore o middle path to ensure that the
economy doesn't slide into chaos once again,

In office, the JVP will need to shed its exclushvist
Sinhala nationalism and embrace a more inclusive
vislon toaddress the concens of minorities, especially
Tumils, Its percetved anti-Indlia slant has more todo
with its warped notion of nationalism rather than any
ideological affinity with Befjing, Delhi has been
supportiveof Colombeo in 1ts worst times and the two
countries became even closer after the 2022 unrest.
President Dissanayake, who met senior Indian officials
in Delhi in February, has spoken about strengthening
bilateral ties, That's in the Interest of both nations,

Padmailish shows the
way for Delhi, Dhaka

refationship between two countries is not just

dependent on their two governments, but also

their peoples. Nowhere is this adage more true
than for Iidia and Bangladesh, two countries held
together by strands of memories of being one land, of
people and families now separated, of comman
culsines, cultures and complaints, Nothing |s more core
tothis klentity of shared legacy than the ilish — the hilsa
that not only holds pride of place in myriad Bengali
dishes but is also the most prominent aspect of people-
to-people contict across the border.

Against this backdrop, Bangladesh's decision to lift
an embargo on the export of the hilsa to India, and
approving the transport of o tranche of 3,000kg of fish
1o Kolkata is good news. Bilateral relations between
the two countries have been somewhat strained since
Sheikh Hasina was deposed by a student revolution and
an interim govemnment took over, But nothing cawsed
more heartburm in Bengal than the news that the export
of the famed "Padma lish" had slowed io a trickle. The
possibility that there would be no hilss on the menu in
homes and eateries — and therefore, no exhibiton of
thee particularly Bengali art of deftly picking the skeleton
with only a few finger flicks — during the Durga Puja
was unlmaginable, For a culture so wedded to food,
Bengalls took the news particularly hard. The
restoration of the hilsa supply puts the sheen back on
the annual festival that has come to represent Bengal
Just as much as the sitver-finned fish,

There are some (delicious) lessons lurking in this—
mnecmﬁhnsrrruchnlmutmnﬁnn s itis about cold

symbols as muchas hard facts, and
there is noalternative W popular goodwill.

HT ¢

OPINION

Securing the health,
well-being of people

Ayushman Bharat
represents the State's
commitment to provide
equitable health care
access forall citizens

he sdth anniversary of the

Ayushiman Bhyart Pradhan

Muned Jan Arogys Yolans

(AR-PMIAY] 150 moment

of Immense pride and

reflection, Launched In
September 2008 under the vistomary
leadership of Prime Mindster (PM)
Marcradra hodi, AB-PRIAY has grosen
10 become ane of the langest hull h
cnre inltiatives In the worldl, It repre
semity the gowernminl s commitiment
o providl "ﬂ equitable health carve
acoess for all eitizens, especially the
mast vulnerable,

This scheme has wooched millions
o lives, olfering ope, heating, and. in
many cases, Wlesaving treatment,
AB-PMUAY'S jonurmiy has boen o lesta-
et o whak can beachbeved when o
et comes tagetlyer with the stired
ol o lrmpreodnng the hoalth and well-
blingg ol 18 peogie.

Thie core misshon of Ayshman B
it b skmpde bl prodfound: To ensare
that po Insian is denbed health care
becuuse of thelr famncial sttus. With
an anmuial covernge of #5 lakh por -
iy i conver sscandkiry inel lertiiry hes-
pital care, AB-PMIAY has provided the
means for economically disadvan-
tagged Families o recelve quality med-

caleareat some of the best hospitaks in
thae country, froe of cost,

The recent declslon o expand (18
benefies toall sendor cltizens aged 70

the most remote parts of the country
an acces quality health core services,
Thie unlguie portibility featire of the
wchiemne has ensured that beneficaries

yiear above, o their
nulu-twnumlc HRALUs, [ a nuanced
step b0 account for the changing demo
Aeraptec UL |0 Our country, As of
toedivy, more than 55 crore people ane
eligibbe for health care sorvices under
e scherne, and over 7.5 crore et
it worth over T kakd crore have
been successfully provided.
Famlics that were once
pashiod [nto poverty due to
catastrophic hewth expenses
now have o financial shicld
that protects them from such
erises, Testimonials from Ja
beneficiaries — [rom lemers Pral
1o hally wage labourers —
describe how the scheme
sved them from financinl
ruin. In this sense, Ayush-
o Bkt has incleed delfvered on s

Nadda
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the country,
This vast network is supponod by a
robust 1T 1||I|ulm.u|||n- Lhat ensures
clency, e | h A hard work,
claim wlllrmm 1 Thee lnglementa- p\lrulmm

ety ol Avacl by bused Doty verifi-
Kation and |a||xtluotum|nm_1=n|n|!:

jproviders, and the people

mon allment

1he conditions

and Ineliclency, which are
ofben challenges In such
large-scale public welfare
whemes

wiich as dlabitos, hyportenson, and
camcer,

Theseonines areal the hoart ol ous
elfon e move Boward o mone compre

The sucoess of

ensive and hollstc health care miodel

LU

under the scheme, further Increasing
thie mumbser of empancllod hospitals,
il coanimibng o budld on the siccos
ofthe AAMs,

As the Union health minkster, |
finmly beliove that the health of a

t Bharat has wlso 1

ash Improvements in other pars

of the health care ecosystem.
The scheme's emphass on
quality health care has
pushed public and private
sspaals o upgrade their mirastrue-

By ! iy
il we hape to reduce the need for
hospitabisation and make health care
maore sustanable n the long run.

As weovkebmle Ayushiman Bhisat's
achlevemen (s, wie mist ibso acknowl:

e the challenges shead. The sone of
the scheme s and wiih theat

promise. it ha

The :.h‘.nth-u.qx bmmwuun- lostered an Lol i|eu|l||y Iy
sl 1400 prowiders o adaps, relle, and Improve it We are
cedures, frulm.uwln: sirgeries ke onlance patkent care, constanily working o expand the
Dt bypasses pd jolnl replacanents Aomgside AB-PMIAY, the govern  reach of the scheme, ensure Umely

Lis e limienits for diseasis lke eninoer
ane kidmey ailments. IJ||¢uHI|L ImII-

ment has alsa been worklng 1o
strengihen primary hoalth care serv-

rruariks of AB-PRUIAY Iy
Iyt crente o robust netvwork ilhmhn
core providers. Today, more than
29,000 hospleabs nerons India, inchud-
|1ig, e 1000 priviite haspitals, ine
empanelled under the scherme. This
network spans rural and urbkan areos
ke, ensuring that even those 1ving in

g
Arvggya Mansdle (AAM), These lealih
cure centres are focused on proventive
Tewdth e, alming b reduce theaver-
all buirddem ol disense i thee populition.
So far, over 173 hakh AAMs have been

[payTeRs 1o hosphals, and enhondce
the quality of cane provded (o every
beneliclary.

Gesng Forward, we will continue o
strengthen Ayushman Bharat, ensar
ingg that it remaina ot the Barelront of
India's |r.|urm mwmh halistle,

Mordki b

of iis progper-
ity, A healthy population I8 better
exquippad tocomtribute o the country’s
growth, productivity, and inmovation,
Ayushman Bharat is central to this
vasion of i heealehies, stronger and Vike
st Bharal.

Thee suceess of the scheme ths lar
reflects the hard work. dedication,
wndd collaboration between (he gov-
emment, health care providers, and
the people. On AB-FMJAY's sixth
animiversary, bt us realliem our dedi-
catlon o creatling o heallh care system
thut ls inelusive. accessible, and cone
passbonate. Together, we will con-
tinue to bulld o healthier India for
generations 1o come,

The

watublished, providing ree soreming
diagnostics, and medicines for com-

r——— for
Inmnmmmi il healeh and fienily wlfare.
Im the lst of treatments cmr('rl The views expresmnd ang persiral

| INCIDENTALLY |
Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Listening to the inner
voice for inner peace

ber 0. Ralul Gandhi snid something

that was rather different and very

important. He sald that for o political

leader "Hstening 1s more important than

mﬂng I endorse that with the added

wtion that lstening to what has been

calbed the “inner volee” ks equally If not more

Important. What If anything at all. Is the
“Inner volee™

Consclence would be the most plausible

S peaking in Dallas, Texns. on Septem:

self-critically, on her Emergency record,

I & class | wis tuking on the brond subject
af ethics recently, 1 asked students to share
examples thiy knew ol remorse and atone-
ment. Two cases of an apalogy from the high
bench of the Supreme Court of India, no less,
were clted o me. One was an apology that
came 30 years after the “deed”, Justice PN
Bhagwatl was one of four judges of the
Suprems Count who, in 1576, in the case pop-
ularly knuwn ns the haloas corgiis ulm.

decision of all

synonym for it rende In Hindi
a8 “antaruina”, In great lirerature, it can

car as o soliloquy — n'lf-&'nlJaq_:':ul'
“talking vo anescl”. Hamlet's lamows o
o Bot o e, one oo ld sy, wiss Ids inner
voloe asking hlm the exisiential question,
The same “something” within Robert Frost
lied 1 tlhe greeat lines n Sropping By Woads
On A Snowy Evening ending with "But | hve
promises 1o kecp/and miles o go before |
shoep famd milles o go before | sleep”.

But [erature apart, history shows inner
monadogue of an nner volee akin to con-
sclence leading persons 1o acl on it “goad-
ings”. Most famousdy, in ancient Indinn his-
tory, it was Emperor Asoka's consclence
spsking to him afier the Kalinga war that
led to his "active™ remanse and monement,
carved in his Edicts.

In modern Umes, Gandhl's fasts were
invariably the result of such an Inner
prompling.

Three leatures, | would say. mark the
g, rresd stibde and chaar impulse coming
Troim that nner monologue. These are

One, un-premeditatied, uncaloulated,
unreasoned” spontancity — the work of
what may ordinarily get to be called one's
“heart™, two, unmistabably clear divection —
somewhat llke what we would admire (and
e gratehil for) in our wired dmes: “sirong
network”; three, complete pence-of-mind
over the resolve to follow the Inner com-
e, uiterty impervious s others' reactions
1o the resolve,

1wl corine mysell to India’s experience.

Reslgnadions are a major example of the

e nomenon. Some resigrations from liwa-

arlal Mehru's caldnet came from wht |
beelieve bo be o “command” from thelr inner
volces though the men resigning did nol
deseribe it Lo be so and ihough tiere may
Tawe been other quotidian stmull for itas
wel Tnance minlster John Mathal's n
15050, Baw minkster BR Ambedkar's in 1051,
lnbour minlster VV Girrs i 19 nance
minlster CD Deshukly's in 1956, and rull-
winy minlaser Lol Bahiacur Shastris, also In
1956 following the Ariyalur tradn accldent.

But reslgnations are only ene manifest-
tion of the “inner commands”, Gestures of
other kinds reflect its working o ess,

Anan Itiom leader of rare
Al Bilvard Vajpoyee was moved by
monkor to ghve on the Noor ol India's Parlia-
mient the [nest tribute of the day 1o Nehin on
hisdeath in May [9464.

Some believe Indira Gandhi's decision o
Tiolel elections In 1977 was the result of an
inner eall. T am not so sure but then 11 is
kmown that she did meet the philosopher
Jiddu Kl hnarmuarth ot that tme when. it s
sild, he nold her things thal made ber reflect,

lin— high wuus ||1|l|.r|d the right of Indim
andhi's government o suspend fandamen-
il rights during the Emergency. In an inter-
wiow with MyLaw.iset, Justice Blagw mtl sakld
hils conclusion was “an oct of wenkness™ ndd-
“It was agadnst my consclence...” The
other instance died 10 me by o member of
the faculty present in the chass was o staio-
ment from Justice Indu Malhotra, wha, on
September &, 08, with four other judges of
the apex court, decluned that Sectlon 577 of
the Indian Peral Code (broadly known as the
lavw igninst soclormy) wins unconstiutiona),
She said on the ocosion memorably: “His-
tory owes LGET people an apology.”
eachers leam in class as much as and
sometirmes mare than they wach. There are
huge follies o which we have letour collec-
thve consclences be silent, our lner volces (o
e “om mute”, | st some of them below,
Three rampant As Autocratle practices
wisdble [malmaost all potl ol partie s, nggres-
slon by m-.ulupullu over the resources wnd

ANURA KUMARA DISSANAYAKE

<

I will do my best to preserve den

d work towards resto
My first task

honour of politicians
is to make use of people’s talents

and know-how,

ng the

nd make better

decisions to lead this country

HT

Delhi’s changing stance
on trade-labour linkages

Economy and Clean Econ

o Db, This i evickenst from IPEF s supply

tarliag Prive Minisier Nareniea Modrs
D\dﬂll 1o the US, Indin signed the Fale

menin negotiaied under the a.l“hol'
the Indio- Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF),
o U-led Inleiative, lounched In 20232, tocreate
o reglonal framewnrk for doeper economic
integration in the Indo-Pacific region, India
ko signed the IPEFs everarching igroement.
Apart from the US and India, the IPEF o 14
members including Australin, Incdoneska,
dapan, Malaysk, New Zeatand, Philippines,
Singapore, South Koren, Thallond, and Vet
nam. Although one of the pillars of IPEF is
trodde, 10 s not i typical tracke agreemient almlig
ot Larlf¥ [iberalisation. However, this docs not
e wade s not central o the IPEF, The dif-
Herenee Inin terms of viskon PEF ks o loost
Itw.lu.' 1t Evroigh Bnctiegg kit coess oo

i people,

al wealih nnnl Iln'nnll ol byan o Iy

15l h)'mlr\gnkludndlwnuus'
lages

unregulatod oligarchy.

Three Bs encoamered across the country:
Bar barksms proctised by hideous specimens
o the Indian muke on vulnerable wonsen and
ehildren, bratalistion by so-callod vigilanses
ol invariably very poor men suspected of
trading in or consum ing cows’ meat. and the
relentles hll“)‘lﬂ’o[ the under-privileged
castes by hefts of higher and sometimes
within their own kind.

Three stubborn Cs: Communallsm, cor-
ruption and eromylsm.

lree unrelenting Ds: The greedy disem-
bowelling of fragile surfaces for so-called
“develo pment”, the frensded denudation of
forest cover — i sltuatlon thit can b seen
From Lodakh 1o the Greal Nicobar Islands
and on another plane, the phensmenon of
drug abuse which, often sceompanied by
drunkenness, {s emasculating our youth.

We do ot have soctal phllosoghors Nk
Juynprakash Narayan among us oday,
enuthon us about our follies, But fet ws mot
bmaggine we do ot have “help-line™ Hlo per-
soms in our midat: We do have several of
them. gulding non-governmental and grass-
roots initiatives seross the country,

Bt il ench ane of us, In whitever Beld one
I im, Hstens to the inner volee on any of the
arens | have mentioned, and on any other,
even I that makes ke or no difference (o
the issue, it will. to our sense of peace with
OuF s,

T arwalen 1o modern [ndin Mistory,
Tihe wlews expressed are peresal

wrade with non-trade lIllItI like

.
The other theee pillans of IFEF are
supply chalns, falr sconomy, and

chains agreement, Um d Lhe agreements
v elualin i whikch
lahour rights nrrmp;“ Tt meansdden IPEF

conmnitries o promobe and respect labous rights
s tout b the International Labowr Onganfzs-
tion’s (ILO) decharation, which includes froe-
dom of assoclation and the effective recogni-
then of the right to eollective bargadnlng, India
o [ s et ooy s of the 10 ELOYs fumdae
bl conventions, Thie conventions mol ratl-
Ted Inchude the IO Fundamental Convertions
on Freedom of Assocition and Protection of
the Right to Onganise, 1946, and the Right
nvtse and Collective Bargalning, 1945,

lar labour rights ave also present bn the

et economy ard <leneconomy agrenwnts
sl Irnfon’s Free trde agreement (FTA) with the
European Froe Trade Associtlon (EFTA)
sligwed cnrlier thls year, While the IPEF agroe-
monls do not contaln any binding
achverarial dispuie seiternent mech-

anvbaen, ey de hive other means

podice the compliance of ncountry's

Ibstar lvw b lignaions, For exomphe,

clian ponnamy. iR e Artiele & al the supply chalis

choose thelr pilars, Indin haxopted — Prabhash  ment ealkes of crenting an [PEF Labowr
ount ol e trade plllar while acceping Ranjan Rights Advisory Board that his the
the ofber three, Indka and other coun- mandite to kentity lnbosr dghtscon-
tries slgned thee Supply Chains Agree cerns posing challenges to the resil-

st It year, The other two agree-
menis undn' the Fair Eunoum: and Clean

leriow of the uqlrly dﬂlw.ﬂuﬁud

b providesfor

gtz inc

wne 6, 2024,
Hovwever, .[minnmlnn:l stgn them due 1o the
genernd chections. The Fair Economy Agree-
ment alms 1o boost ::munlcmnmuw In
n.-ummirl« h:i.tmu P

ciis in IPEF memiber coun-
frtes theougha mllnmg mechanisim. Likewlse,
Artiele 24 ol the T economy agreement pro-
Mlhlll.l’llll‘ﬂ‘l!mhrrml.lmty Thascom

limspleine prov

lnalupnltm:y In domestle tax reglmes. The
Clian Econoimy Agroement punhulh:ll‘l‘.l‘

shon of il ludingg kabour righis
by ancther country, It can regquest consulta-
s, Ilwlmlluﬂma:mlglﬂd a umhmw

ford In domestlc uIII rulrmn Iinvstisent mm
- frbendly tochnok
'.\’hlh there e seve ' ' i

result, the matier
coimamittes oo prising sther IPEF couniries.
Tiicll, |I||~m|m|e !F.hmmwtullnm-
i "

national

thise agreemenis, one notewortly l’ﬂmlw,
enpecially frorm Dndia's perspective, pemaing o
the inchusion ol kabour rights. The significance
of this issue stems from the fie that. unbile the
IS, Incia has historieally opposed the inclson

it labour law wmpllnll':na jpart of imtema-
thonal econombc agreiments. This b aslgnill-
cantdeparture from India's stand of g
tradbe-dabour linkage. 11 also wealcens Indin's
st on these lssues in ity other FTA negotia-
tions, sy wiith Uhe UK and the ELL Given

of labour
b bl that such il mot be used

o palice a country's Inbour law complionce,
Also, the: umr:wnunlmummwlweﬂ workd

he history of trade-labaur linkage, the US is
the [PEF

fu.:'!mwudun.lﬁmwm s Amiendu Pali
Bigwain Dhar observe, ndla's recont trade
ety practice indicates thak New Dbl socms
o b shoadkding Ies inhilithona on any tade-lae

Prabhih Rarhen 15 a professer af ihe Jindel
Global Law Scheol, and diroctor, Centre for
Prermational Investment and Trode Laws,
O Jivikal Gilodal Unfversity,

Th viewn exprensed are personal
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A Marxist takes charge
of running Sri Lanka

nura Kumara Dissanayake's elaction as President of Sri Lanka is an
Alevem of the times in Sri Lanka where such public weariness from eco-

nomic hardships had set in regarding the old order of entrenched lead-
ers and scions of dynastic political families that conditions were screaming for
change. Unusual as it sounds, the showing by a Marxist leader of the
hardeore Sinhalese party Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) veveals that peo-
p]e um fed up with Ieadershlp that had led to a erippling national economic

As!.'rbeleader of the JVE had 5 anti-Tamil and anti-India venom 1ndng:
when its supporters were invalved in insurrections in 1971 and 1987 will

loting the island, power might just bring in sobering res) ibility as well as
ﬂaﬁsa?mn lhslecnﬂnnlmc o canmﬁeadneug;gwmm?mlp indus-
try, trade and tourism. A pragmatic centrism in policies is what he is expect-
ed to start his administration with.

A promise from the newly elected president — he became the first winner
after a second and third preferential vote count in Sri Lanka — to work close-
1y with both & magnetic China and a friend-inneed India is s ative of the

Fal; that the f[:_]nurivtry Eseds not only friends S‘Iill

also money. Having in revoluti mode

It is for overturning du.nng the end dnys af the Rajapaksss at the height

the established of the economic crisis, Mr Dissanayake may have
order of the ®dvocated state intervention and closed- market

LETTERS

PUJA THREATS IN B'DESH

Non-military containment

i lickes.
ing In d poli- It is debatable whether radical solutions will
tics and outlandish-

ly corrupt ways in
which the rich were

work in the modern world tending towards free
markets and social justice and state welfarism to
look after the disadvantaged. The president's
immediate challenge will be to further facilitate

conditbons to sustain the economic recovery,
which the pro-West, pro-India liberal President
Ranil Wickremasinghe managed well enough in

Invariably favoured
that Dissanayake's

of China: Quad’s  game on

l)m Deflence cooperation
correctly described as &

Several temples in Khulna

and other provinces of

Bangladesh have received
anonymous letters threaten-
ing to not allow them to cel-

m)t nammhtha o ebrate Durga Puja unless
vietory will be con- mdmg the days of strife when people were out on ﬂlsr T‘he India 18 eal-

li:lvmd historle, [he streets m}’ Colombo in mass protests named ]nmunn in semicondue-  they pay a fee of five lakh
. n m MEN 1::: e e i most of the themes gm"“mwﬂiml- takas each. The letters, deliv-
t is for overturni 1] tl establisl orcer entrens wa. 1] in mm m h A8 A XA af effective E’(‘Ij tO the Ieaders Of vari-

ic politics and outlandishly corrupt wa: 5mwh|c)|ﬂaer|.ch were invari- technology-shari o
Iyﬁa'\lnﬁomdﬂmt Dl!!anaya]w'sy\lim%l L redd historie. While his presented by China's 1" [}rl.ucal auﬂ ous Puja celebration CD‘m'
kgﬁe in radieal, religion-based politics will remain 4 haggage that he rise and Emﬁﬁ mittees, also said that failure
p at hay, his performance as a president aware of tha sensitivities of challenge to the (iCET) isa pam ﬂ)r the tum to comply would result in

\'annus religious and ethnic groups will be watched with interest, global order. nations, as indeed the Guad M

Given the minuscule presence of the JVP in Parliament with three members resident Joe Biden  sibly concluded some years as a whole, to ensure that 5{"\"9”3 consequences. Many
in a house of 225, it stands to reason that the President would dissalve it quick- [ the United ago that to vestrain China, leadership is retained in  of them are considering can-
Iy encugh and have national polls conducted, Having vaulted from a 3 per cent States hosted a  military alliances alone are cutting-edge technologies in+ cglling the Puja altogether,
vate share in the 208 g;\ald.eml.!] polls, the JVP-led NPP alliance should farewall GQuad not the answer, In fact, India will be hosting a  coming years. The real bat- but isn't this rank injustice to

expect to fare better. Si Sri Lankan ministers can only be named from
among Parliament memhers the president's priovity is clear,

Having come to power as the karbinger of change, Mr Dissanayake would be

summit in  his
hometown of Wilmington,
Delaware, an September 21

India resisted ﬂndﬂnu
assuml.ngam:hmry T
CONSENELSE {8

meellng 1o take this concept

A good art of the joint
statement udeva toﬁ\d

ile with China is in these
AreEs.

That is M\y the United

the minority community?
Durga Puja is the biggest

under pressure to punish the wrongdoers and the corrupt of previous e'rn Japanese Prime Minister lhalmll\m!lchum s expand- States was king China's ;

ments like the Rajnpak?.!!. What shape the foreign policy takes will be Fum! s it- mg influence in the rectly pointing the finger at  easy acoess to high technal- ];;:StIVZI: celebrated by Hindu
watched, particularly in India whose envoy he recsived fiest o be commil pue! ting office spam, set the cific region, the four- China, as well as the in recent years. ngalls.

ident. What he does for his people, besides tinkering with taxation rates trend by hosting the last nallnn must put on Democratie Peaple's nically, as the Guad Sumon Sanyal

better off, will be of greater interest,
The Tamils, who constitute the largest minovity, may have shown a greater
rmhmlcemr Bajith Premadasa and may have to walk the extra mile to mend

sammit in his hometown of
Hiroshima, Will we see the
next summit, which India

g
ihe table alternative models
for the development of the
islands and ather nations in

Republic of Horea (Morth
Korea). Hence the nead o
ahide by the UN Convention

leaders med, the S is busy
edecting its next Pnﬁ_ment

who may well be a disry
tive element like Dorn.nﬁ

Dhaka, Bangladesh

T0O0 MUCH WORK

ences if thedr demands for devolution of powers and a fair share of will hest in 2025, in  the Indo-Pacific. That is  on the Laws of the Sea
ment spending on the north and the east are to get a fair hearing. It wuuﬁb;;mb- Ahmedabad? why the facus is on provid-  (UNCLOS) is foreefully stat- Trump. In a puhll.c spaedu THE ARTICLE “Burning Out ¥ " by
ably depend on how much there is in the national kitty after having to service The joint statement, called  ing assistance in health-  ed. It isnot specifically men-  he claimed that “Modi" was  Shweta Tripathi in your Sunday edition
all the ¢els built up through Chinese infrastructure and India's loans, he 'hl.]ml.r.gmn care, developing infrastruc-  tioned that China has even  coming to see him. In is timely and thought-provoking It is

Declaration, recapitulates

ture, eir, a5 8 counter to

been intruding into Japan's

sams breath he denounced

true that work dominates e

ather

. il 5 on past isions  China's Belt and Read —maritimezoneandairspace, India as a tariff exploiter. aspect af human 1ife, just like relation-
Fact CheCkln NO I-Ole for State notes fresh appraisal of  Initiative (BRD. The health-  inchuding recently by send.  This creates a quandary as  ships and health, The experts are dead
. regional and global issups,  cave itiative builds on  ingitsaiveraft-casvierthers.  if Prime Minister Modi  right that every lsation must pri-
However, the focus remaing  great work done by the  This apgressiveness is even  mests s \z'mt wﬂ;ﬂ oritise the mental well-being of its
in W witl L m

he Bombay High Court has exorcised the spectre of an agency in the
Thm’n of a fact checkinF unit (FCU} lording over the publication of
matters relating to the Union government in social media by striking
dnwn the amendment the Modi BOver ume-m introduced last year w the
ion Technology (Int ideli and Digital Media

on the Inde-Pacific, The dec-
laration recalls it was Mr
Biden who elevated the
Quad meetings o the
“leader-level format", four

ng the Cavid-19
panﬂglmc mghelp dispense
vacrings.
The new danger from
Clate 1 mpo is mentioned.

wnrse m the South China
rding Taiwan and

The Quad discussed the
comfliets in Ukeaine and

lhe ]’i\?ll:]p

ing Kamala Harris, it would
be controversial. on the eve
of the presidential election.
IF hiz divess ot Mr Trump s

emnployess. But they arve only keen to
improve their profit margins, mostly by
pruning their employess. Ironieally,
they never even fill up the vacanches cre-
ated due to the retivement of staffers.

Elh]c! Code) Rules, 20¢1. The rule had emhled the Union government to VRArs &, Iu:a]]s[lsegs[helL The Quad Cancer Moonshat  Gaza, with spillover fo  known to nurse old snubs. A usually, it ia the most eomscientious
create an FCU and demand the social media platforms to remove matters ng as “four leading mar-  aims to make availableboth Yemen, where the Houthi Similarly, the wmedia  workers who get to bear the lion's share
it found 'fake, false and misleading’ if they were to retain the protection as mme demom-aueg today ~ preventive measures ami rebals are dlsrupung traffic  enquived if the American  of the burden, It is high time that all
an inter, medlary Any media platform could be made to face prosecution. aligned of cervical through the Red , and  side had raised the case of e praure that its i

A 21 majority decision of the court fmmd the ame-ndment unlnt]w of llumeveu" in the region. India is pro-  Lebanan, Lnll\.elather asus “Khalistani® Ieader ot least finish their work on time, and
Avrticle 14 and Article 14 of the C i lity and Core elements like human un!uu; llll millian to |J|e Gurpatwant Singh Pannun.  spend thelr evenings with their families,

freadom of speech and expression, m!pemwely nn.i‘[ found it to be again!l
principles of natural justice. It also found the e:(press1ons fake, false and
mislegding” in the Rules were “vague and hence wrong” in the absence of
a definition.

court’s observation that the people have the right to information but
not the right to truth, addresses lhe issue in the most compr ehensive way
a court has 1 yet. It the !]l that

rights, the rule of law, demo-
cratic values, soverelgnty
and territorial h\ﬁﬂ[)’
were spalt out. e of
regiomal fora like Asean, the
Pacific klands Forum and
the Indian Ocean Rim

WHO's Glohal Initiative i
Digital Health.

ia, having done great
work in establishing I 'ml
Public Infrastructure,
the maodel handyl’mrhe les!
developed nations of the

pected Lsraeli I:\leu:f\eme
operation has killed and
injured  thousands — af
Hezhollah members, associ-
ates and even family mem-
bers. The joint statement's
ohservation that the releass
of hostages wauld heing a

The subject was revived
when a Sikh delegation was
received at the White House
and reassured that all S
citizens would be profected
aﬁ:ﬂ inst any attack from

ad. The Indian side

an
Chennai

A SCANDINAVIAN Airlines flight
got diverted after & passenger com-

v
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