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Spotlight on the
centre at DNC

At the Democratie National Canvention,
the focus was on burnishing the party's
and Kamala Harris's centrist credentials

he Democratic National Convention (DNC) in
Chicago wasreally about telling the United
Stutes(US) thatits centre must hold for it
progress, and convincing it that the centre is
whiere the partyand, by extension, Kamala Harris are
~remintscent of President Joe Biden's 2020 campaign.
Twolormer presidents, Barack Obsuma and Bill
(Clinton, offered a seaunch defence of the liberalism
tharunderpins the pluralistic nature of the counmry in
their speeches, in stark contrast to the so-called woke
polities of identity and culture that some in the party
see as the future (and which is magnified by
opponents), Obama outlined it in terms of treasured
“Americanvalues™ rather than any political doctrine.
Hee alkeed about ow, while the Tramp campalgn
belbevid that “one group's gain is another group’s loss”
and that freedom was the powerful being freeto do
whitever they pleased, “true freedom™ wis the
principle that gave a group the right to make decisions
abot their lves while recognising the same right
extended to others, even if the lntler's decisions were
very different. Clinton did it by contrasting the
campalgnsof Harrls and Donald Trump, the
Republican candidate, Harris's, he said was about
ensuring that “every Americun, however, theyvote, has
achance tochase thelr drewms,” while Trump's was
about “dividing, blaming and belittling other people.”

For its part, the core-left element of the party didn’t
push very hard to pit is ideological compass ngainst
Harris's or the party’s and instead focussed on what
needed to be done to address its concems,

The Republican National Convention, coming as it
i on the hees of the attempt on Tromp's life, became
another stage tovalourise Trump, The DNC, in
contrast, presented & microcosm representative ofthe
USand its embrace of libernlism and diversity to
showecase the Harrls campalgn. This nudge wowands
the centre, though, was as much about countering
Trump's attack on Harris as representing the “loony
Left", u caricaturing of Democrats espousing radical
politics, as it was about “healing America™, To that end,
vistals of s packed venue and loud cheers for speakers
of all political shades suggest a good start tothe job,

That snicl, November, when the polls will be held, isa
long way from now, and the challenge for Harrls's
tesm would be to keepup the momentum and add o it
After Biden's disastrous re-election bid, the party has
rallled around Haerls, the sitting vice-president,
Despite the Biden administration's successes, Harrisis
upagainst severnl challenges, not the least of which is
Trump's unshakeable popularity with a segment of the
popilation. The Biden administration's failure to stop
Israed in Gaza has outraged younger Democrats, and
Haeris has wwork hard towin them over, Despite
endorsement of her stand on Gaen by a prominent
Left-leaning Democrat, there (s distrusy, with the US
approving a $20 billion military aid package for srael
nbout 10 days ago. Then, there isthe tricky inflation
front, Harrds did recently speak of mensures that she
would takeas president, but these include price
controls which not only drew Republican flak but were
also rejected by one of the US's prominent liberal
newspapers that sald "it was hord 1o exaggerate” how
bad her proposals were. Agalnst this backdrop,
sustaining the momentum of what some see as a
honeyrmoon period will need Hirrs to pivot to an
coonomic middie as well, one thatdoesn't draw
COMPArisons with more dical philosophies.

How should India
perseverein this
multi-crises world?

Preparation for dealing with
existential crises requires unity
at home. India can ill afford to
continue fractious politics over
every issue, and all the time

e rhats In e United Klngdoni,
the tappling of a democratically-
elecied government by mobs in
EMiaalet, & mew chapier of the war in
Ulrndrie — that bs now o war nslde
Feusssha — the continaiag

Bloodshed i Gam, and the looming

threwt of an Iran-dsracl war beeaking

out, all point s an orminows futre.

Unieest, diisraptlon, and violence. ar

thrents of these, dominate headlines

Toarmba and Uttarakhand. Thsy are no kenger lor-
est fires, bt uncontrollable firesiorms. And
now, a ghebal public health emergency, Mpox,
hasus uLi:Imr:xrn,u 0 prevent it from graduat-
Ing lnio a pandemlc,

With these nntural disasters and dangers
Ahweteng o impact large secthois of humin-
ity tragically, the sum o all s progress s
now deployed to wars or Oghilag disasbers,
Must concerniig i e fraught dicussions o
the internet. social inedio, and TV chonnels that
are wowing fear and hatod, this crepting Fertilo
ground for even more violence

In the East. lensbons are at all-time highs

mcross the Korean Demilitrised
Tone, North Korea contires o fest
mikssilen and rockets that can strike
Japan and South Korea i o matter of
mimtes, Meanwhike, the United
Sintes’ (US) deployments in the

Hew kA . i chbcnb ol 0. Ry Raghria FEon B N esent
History b, 5o doubid, comtinuably Chilei Sea and with Talwan threaten
pﬂcl:nlnrhﬂ by skimilior occisTENORS Lo break o ingo o war any vime,
thit éuvc sometines been loosely Tlm are no interlocutory that
cilled mere *aberralions” i perlods could ealm the tensons,
o Arundguiliity. Moy often, s “one Closer home, Paklstan lad
' terrort  [sanothers frécdom ramiped up cross-border terror
fighwor” vhew ndopeed by many in the Aav G | ik I the Jamnm region. Justa
Weat han wischully domiisted the jay Goya | few mmoniis altes it ladt goneral

discourse on s subjeot that deserves
theuimost seriausness i obgjecin:

Iy, Thee current unrest bath in the West ond
Enat bs dange rously widcspread, with palitical
debuies everywhere gotting more shrill ped
ivisive,

Lamentably, nome of the hoispots of the
wiorld seem to hiave cooled down, The fires that
Bve e buming undermeath the sorface are
mow bresking through with ferocty, On top ol

Mt crisks coninies o pliy ha

all over the world. The feroclous fiash floods
anid |ndslides that occurmed this year in Kerada

et b bie eComBLE COMmN HCeuTente.

Hevere Nash fooding his been seen in many

European kcatlons, Wildires have ripped

ehruuigh com munl nCanmda, Greeoe, Call-

election, violence engulied the
streels of Dhaka. Attacks aalnst
minority Hinedus were moparied from acnoss the
commiry, This could heve wnpredictable conse-
quenees. India could not just sand by and
winteely by JT0T, bt Ui Bun (o sl w bt
eourse of setion it can ke woday.

The conilict in Gaza that has levolled the
enclave and killed ¢ ose 8o 40,000 persons so
Tar shows no signs of alating. A T WA
inilghi bk ot ary mimite i leeaels Noith,
hetween lsmelis and Lebanon's Hezbollah mill-
U, wivich & & prosy of Irnn i the region, A
direct conflict between tsrael and bran, too,
o't be talvenyolT the board just yet The LS hag
e Iwo adrerall corrher strike fofces, body
nischenr-copubie. o tee Bast Mediierranmn and

A new footing in South Asia
for India-Russia friendship

to Ukraine revived the debate on what

rode Russia plays in India’s evolving

strategle balance, Some argae that Hussin

meeds mone, not less atienton, while others
ues o e uelhey of e relation-
slikp, espectally since the Hussis-
WUl e Wi, Conmactin Lo st sl
e, ey, Ls thie restictive wid-
engy W fircus ononly hree plilars

rime Mintster (PM) Narendra Modi's
P Jialy visin 1o Moscow ond this weelds tip

other European cowitriesin the Indin Ovean
TEgHON,

Russia Is afso ploying a growing role n
India's regienal postne, Moscow i determined
o Lisok East, with u remewed locus on eco-
o I partmerships in Eumsia and the Indo-Pa-

wille Firs, 1 brings a long history of
develpprment coogeriean (s Soul
Asia dating back to the early Cold
War, including the Panauri Hydro«
power Staton in Nepal, Ghorealal

Arms, energy, and China. Dut o und Siddhingan) power plants iy
closer look shows that— exceptfor— Constanting  Bangladesh, or the Ceylan Stecl,
Pakistan — Husshy is ilso playing a Navier Tyre and Sugar Corporations ln S
rlsing role iy South Asia, aligned lanka. Second, i contrast (o wests
with India’s Neighbourhood Firm  ——— ern valumi-ased interven Honlsm,
policy o Afghanistan m Myon: Mumsin defaults to non-nerforence,
mar and from Bangladesd 1o Sl s evident [ram iasacs such aa the
Lunka 2021 Myanmar coup or, more
i Ulerad e or Georgia who pre wecently, the reglme erists in Banggla-
part of Mescow's ‘nepr abropd” dosh, where Moscow and New
sphere of influence, Sowth Asia s L Delhi's positions broadly overlap.
eruchil b India's security, At the ucas Two recent examples help
inaguration of his H\.II|| term in Daley explain why New Delhi sees the

Jume, PM Maodi i} thecen-

growing uiility in parmering with

erafity of the neighbourhood as his

Lo sammlegie petority, Yed Ching's grosing infl-
ence has threatensed Lndia's once predominant
posivkon in the reghon, To combat this, India
must present alternative development solu-
tloms for South Aslan countries.

San B, Lol e ettt Lals huigh padt-
megabigps with extro-regionul powers, nchodi ng
eho United States, Japan, and Austral s, How-
ever, bringing In the Qund couniries presents
Its own cumplications, explalaing why India
s ko been keen ioongage with France and

Moscow in the region. The Mt
relates o ;upmrmur mschor as @ source of
cloan energy for theclimate transiton reguine-
et s af b Bl Lkbcom poogies 10 e region. Rus-
shaand tndia have Muﬂ:&uglﬂumg eollub-
oratlon en ihe Boop e lear Power Flust
(KPP i I.iu:,gl.nnhnﬁ:\dn 2008 trpart e
agrocmven |, Russta provides [inancing and cong
commtruction, while Indian experts and frms
are subcantraeted to work on-site, with the
Mant expected 1o finlsh construction |n 2024,

A second examphe comes in the contest of

llnml._dhnmm:nd Iolenee,
cltlrens of the world, renei?

Persiam Gull. Riinlorcenients hve been pour-
gt ribos the reglon. Agaln. moch ke other hot-
SpoLs, wWhile e are msry o0 besth skles boy-
ing for blood, theee are lewer and fewer voloes
lor cubm wsd sanity.

Meanwhille, Uleabne fus ihen dhe war right
into Fussda, and Ukeadnban roops lave ooou-
plexd large tracts of Russlan land, They s alo
a1 b v e coiinol of Kurelmbov
muclear power phant What Ukralne plass is not
choar juse yet, b this nsarks e (g dme snee
Whorkd War [ thast forelgn eoops ame on Fussdon
wall Inatend of seeking cadm, the US and Fure
[ powers are egging Ukraiae on,

Wihle these crises are sprinkled acnoss Lhe
world, ey pose very pertinent thients 1o India
[Energy supply-chain dismptions woald couse
oll prices to skyroecket, That would have disas-
frows consegquences (e the Indian econdmy,
Closding of marine iid alr routes i West Asda,
which are alveady st chaking polnts becawso of
wirs, will impact exparts and tavel. While
Inddia has msde great and esseatial strices
noward sel-rellance, n this very intercon-
mected world of lechipobogy and commairce,
English author Joln Doone's words come 1o

Joint ventures in Bangladesh and Sei Lanka
shw that New [l hi sees the growing urilicy
in partnering with Moscow in the region s

binterexperiences with China-financed "white
elephants” infrastruciure projects in Souih
Asia, Moscow and New Delhi are now explor-
ing jOImE venTures to manage thse sustinably.
One notable exsmiple 18 50 Lankn's Maetils
Rijapaksa Hnsernational Alrport. Bullt on a
milion high-Intevet lomn ffrom Cldna's
[Excimn Bank. )1 wis soon dubbed the worbd's
emptiest alepart, sustslned heavy losses and
bt dowrl. b Juby 2024, Uie Sl Lankas enbine
anpounced thit & would traksfer the sirpoats
management for 30 years 1o un Isdo-Russian
jeint venture,
Sech exirples dernonstiate the poeential for
parmnership though collnbomidon with Russia

i) [
rents of these, daminmte bend lines, How should we, us

mlnik: “No mn is an istand.” 10 Lhis woeld, we
il rely on edcli oaber — o nelghbours, tatkon,
and con unents,

Hiew did wee, In e past ge1 over, Crises o
mvowe forwird and ghe miostof us 8 meaninglil
andd enjoyatle Wie? It s nirosped ton of tis
ld e that gives us i manmire of opelmlsm that
we wll somehow dde aver Ihe Carremt crises
renaltinig from werincless killlags In varous
reghons of the world

e pus inewitably comie o the concluslon
thint i wee wish for pence. wie mas propan for
wear, Preparation for denling with existential
crises roquires tht there I unity st home, India
can {11 afford 1o corminee fractions politcs over
ey faaue, amd ull thee e, Wishing for these
erisen 1o go away would be preposteronsly
nafve, Whist is nesded is sharp preparedness i
prediet and prepare for (umcg‘ ences on this
wild chiesaboard, How many of us are alide o
connect the dots is & maner of speculntion.

K Ragharvan & i forungr Uidiom high comimssiones
o €y s anid Aay Goyal b seurity analyi
traned {1} Eironp,

e view exgraensid are pevsonal

18 pot withoun riskes for Tndia, Pirst, Bl jings
growing keverage over Moscow could render
Tussda's weility os an alternative (o Chalie ohwe
lete. Second, Russta may be tempted o s
South Asinas o staging ground 1o undierm ine
Americnn interests, which coald complicase
India's more important relationship with the
US. Finally, western sanctions have comphi-
catid Ruissia’s ability to conduet intermational
busness, limiting whast Incian public and pri-
visle capviml enm achieve together with Moscow
i thind eoumiries.

Far Irnddn, the mane actors In the South Astan

rhghbourhood, te better, No single couniry s
willing or abde 1o single-handedly offer signifi-

o Chin's i

and Mew Delhl s been roplng in Russia (o
deliver mone, better ol faster sob 1o s
peighbour conntries, Future joint venmres
cauld include the takeover of ather Chinese-
wwhed projects or the co-development of
Nepal's vast [ydropower potential, Indi and
Muriala are alio lely 10 explose joim produe-
thon of miliry hardware, anwell as the noftey
dimmnal ons of traning and defence diplamacy
T extgagpe coumtries in the Indlon Ocen reglon
and Southeast Asin— ps alroady cxempiified in
theeo-production and export of the Brahmios
mifssiles o Vietnam and the Philippines,

A Mokl stated on his recent visit o Moscow,
“thee frtendship between bdio and Hussla has
stoadd the test of vime” and there are growing
imadications that It is now afso findmg a new
fouting In South Asie The relationship between
New Dl und Mosoow ks still taking shage, bur
et reghonal cises of Bangodesh and Sei Lanka
elsow why India sees Russia as o strasegie part
Bt weeapons, oll wd globeal balan:
chigg

Cadainiing Xl s sevibair flllaw, aiif

Lascus Dty |8 fiwrmies fntern,
e Cerure o Seact [ @nid Bt vk Prigres,
T vigws oxpronsrd are prnanal

e spalighit I

India Inc must play a role
in mainstreaming disability

it (1T o not diminish o person’s

rits,

wiih e upooinaing Paralympic Ganes,

Thie [chion Sporting eeosystem hos

wvalvaed groatly in the pant low yoar.

B, Sere's sidll sorme wisy togo in schieving o
truly Inclusive sockety, The Cames
s Tore o [ust o spoeting svenr,
peedding a platform o highlight

Al vadue. PwDs account for 4-00% of
It oot Sirece e 2015 biamch of the
Accesalble India campaign. efforts have
Umspaoved Inchusivity, though [-Ill-vlh. e

oo, For instance, ITC Mangaldoep's Shih
Sense Paned hnscreated opporunities for the
sy Ihy frpai nec by feversging their unique
bt b Iragrance evilluation. The indd ative
bas ernplasised dignity of workover a dhariis-
bl mindset. A powirful remind e that oppor-
mnities, mod paty, are s keys 1o campower-
et Such bugan comparries are Jeadling the

gy HDFC Banli's Parfveran b an excelbent
example of working with Pwis across Vom-
nsl. Chennai, Pune, Guwshati, Coimbatore,
el Kochi, l]l\wl}.lm wkills trmining i IT, haos-
pttabiey, sk vetoeil, With o wedll-stroctured car-
ricubum focuslag on lasic English, compliter
whdbls, andd wodt skilis, thise programmes are
bissied on assessments thai revealed ligh

wily y
By ik 11 b5 possllbe 1o create & disabiscy--
clusivecubture while driving busings success

v el thve paviege Dok the bt for

otk T

U have

e |mnplmuuumllzu\lm Pl
el in The natlon's growth,

i the cvseauity s Hyundsl s Somurth itk -
i, witlich [n st g o benchemack, by g poit-

amang Pwhs in these clties,
Thialim Iy w upskill them, ss mm'llrlllg
.Iwn aned foater coomom ic | ndopencen
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Wy ecibom ot o Vevey Saborclay, L
contest, and helps undirstand repent news vt

THE MANY FACES OF GENDER VIOLENCE

Thee grussorme Kollets sl Utternblusid rape-marder
mumdzchnhpumlmmmmmlnh e
Rt e runtion sl i il Dt | kNr[
Ul e connesi Lt rmache 1€ madnatream ofention.
Violerwoe,

# hinkoary,

o e Vit
Palgn, |enyisbon un econainy thie s strong,
inelusive, and {ull of mpboyment and entre
pn'm'urlu.]omxlllmml’w o5, However,

g 20 pars-athletes and
for !hc Pwu}nnpk l'-lnn

il
ity PwDs nolimger have 1o fisce bar

st arsl disabitity, lnspine individu- Corpaorpge ncha can pliy a phvstal
ks, thrive socind chamge, and promoie role, not nnly in Il rms of social
axppotuaities for proople with disbil: bt

Ities (Pwhs). However, beyond Deepa It dInc qulrn-i
spaTis, Mstainabe progress and Malik b th H mu‘l

e v poctefine {nclusviry,
Orygans Toster coper
Detwioen enpboyees und Pwis By incressing
the exmplsyrraent of Py, onganisations bene-

ducatiog, rraining, and

Tt frow T il v skdll
mets ﬁ'{ﬂlll'lj;.ll‘l!l‘ldullw workplate B stm-

ettt o scky,
alislis st

_@muwmnd.'i'hc et indiances e dinsm pooe
e T b i, dmgwiﬁ dlocnrmmnd th pareris and
i i the Bladbapner s, 1o protest

This week, we recommend jmenalist Knlpong 5
Shuarroua’y The Silerier and the Stora: Marrotves of Vio-
fericwe gt Vb i T, whilch examines viokenoe (51
gning wormen in Indka. Sharmn defves into the gys-

Inclusivity remain viml o an Apedtivis lhll Pwiks bring to lhv Buminsses can tap into (his h}'l‘lm.ll.‘[hl‘l)’ e Dusaed 4
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E-comm bogey, again
Clarity on regulatory, policy environment needed
C Goyal has revived an old debate on the

impact of e-commerce by alleging
“predatory pricing” practices by online retail giant,
Amazon, The Minister later clarified that the
government was not apposed to online retall as
such but only concerned about preserving “fair
play” for Indian businesses and consumers, While
there is no disputing this view, it merely echoes
fears voiced about 15 years ago — when the

consequences of opening up foreign direct
investment to retail were fiercely debated,

Sinee then, the retall seene has changed
dramatically with the growth of not just
‘organised retail’ (MNGs and Indian
owned) but much more so, online retail or
c-commeree, Online shopping has
cxptmlc,-d with the expansion of internet
e, smartphones and digital payments,
maore so during the Covid period, Even in
the absence of a large dataset, it can be
=aid that this change has not driven ‘mom
and pop stores’ out of existence, as was
feared. The retail space today caters to
diverse consumer preferences,

E-commerce’s attractivencss les in lts
customer convenience, aperegation
efficiencies, generous discounts and
market aecess tovendors, The issue here
is to-assess the gains and losses
objectively. It cannot, for example, be
readily said whether the jobs lost in
offline retail are compensated by
e-commeroe, or whether the latter isa
bigger job creator. The eighth Economic
Census, expected to be launched next
year, should inelude the online space. A
separate study can be considered. A Pahle
India Foundation study observes that
e-commeree accounts for 7-8 per cent of
the retail ple, with a market of over 8§70
billion, The online seller base is probably
inthe region of LS million (1,3 million in

1200, while the shopper base is well over
300 million. By 2025, retail employment is
expected to rise to 45,5 million, with
e-commerce jobs at 3.4 million. The
report makes the point that jobs
generated in e-commerce (in logistics,
warchousing and technology) are not at
the expense of offline jobs, Its negative
impact on offline retail Is concentrated In
electronics (particularly smargphones),
faghion, shoes, boaks and gamies, but less
o in food, household products, jewellery
and beauty products.

But the biggest issue here is the
absence ofa mtory and instivutional
set-up 1o oversee a large market. For
Instance, it Is hard to move on predatory
pricing, if the competition regulator fails
toact in this regard, Anth-competitive
actions, such as e-commerce sites pushing
their own products instead of sticking to
their role as platforms, need to be
Investigated. Data protection needs to be
resolved with the early Implementation of
data protection laws, The draft policy on
e-commeree, prepared about four yoars
ago, seems to lave been left forgotten, Tt
may be a better idea to dust it out, diseuss
and frame a coherent policy than to put
out statements that unsettle the
stakeholders,

ommerce and Industries Minister Piyush

OTHER VOICES,

The Washington Post

[« fon in poetry, paign in prose?

“In he enduring struggle betwen democracy and tyranny, 1 nove where |
stand, and | ke where the United States belongs.” Vice Protident
Warnals Haerls dectared Thursday night in a muscular speech proclalming
American greatness and defending its gobal leadership. Addressing the
Demacratic National Comvention, M. Harris called on Ansericans 1o “hght
For the Ideals that we eherish and to uphald the awesome fesponsibity
hat comas with the greatest privilege on Barth — the prwilege and pride
af baing an American." For the large number of Amaricand sl wondering
wha M Harres reatly (s, the and her party offered thes week a stark
cantrast with the Repubbcan tcket's negataity — aboit the itate of the
conntry and its indivpensalie robe in thio workd wesesr o s i

The Japan Times

BOJ rate hike spooked markets, but it's not the sole culprit
Globa stock markets experienced histaric levols of volaginty this week,
umnerving governments, finance offclals and investors around the worlk]
uch of the blame hus been diected toward the Bank of Japan, where official
appeared Lo signal o shift in policy, one that wauld upset long:held
expectations and undermine investing strategles based upon them. That ks too
wimpile a telling, however. Dewslopments in Japam ane not sulhcient Lo have
triggered all of lagt week's ructions. A confluence of factors was responsible,
several of which originated in the United States, with an impact that befity that
ol the world's Largest eConamYy, resm st i
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well but untll then it's worth ks value to

vrace the banknote story.

THE REGINNINGS

The story of money beging when our

RUKMINI DAHANUKAR ancestors learned that they could trade

fior things they wanted rather than
oty We see it use bt pmdlwthemtel\ﬁ. The first primitive
and exchange it dadl worted vo a slnple form of
st dowe really notiee barter.
this medium o However, the absence of a standard of
exchange and the value and daversity of products made

Imagery that it bears?
Tt the one human nvention that has
played aontinuous and pivetal role in
g thie fabric of our existendes - our
history, our traditions, our culture, our
Interactions. The econdmic aspect of

exehanges difficult, One man e,
m::h:ﬁmpltmm s, anid ml.lmhn
collected animal furs. The need for
money a8 8 commaon medium of
exchange, was felt even more acutely in
ihe first agricultral civilizathons with

money, wealth and pcrwu have h'en settlements and lnllnuthm
atly spoken off, dded [
mmvmmtuflwuwwmf:a perishable

discussed abundantly anddchnml
hly richily.

However, the dally banknote, the
actuial artifact at the heart of /& all has
not really been noticed or even
researched, desplte of the fact that
banknotes offer an extremely rare
window agross time and geography, in
documenting our histories and perhaps,
even shaplng our futures,

“Today the banknote stands at the
crossroads along with digital payment
frateways and though most debate that t
will follow the path of the dedo, |
digagree.

Tt still holds a value that canbe
[T mnnmll’rlle]meluuulhrnﬂ:

ul‘wu\ml\'.l'm!r:ﬁ aidd trust. 15 stlll
nrrnlu.ﬁtlm real thing exchanged
neross the world ot acceptable legal
tender,

Toknow if it survives, onty time will

commodities made way to metallic
money-precions and semiprecious,

Whatever be lts form, for money tobe

effective it has o fulfil three critering

colnswere minted in the Lydian
Kingdom now western Turkey, inthe
second half of 7 BUC, These fiest colng,
shaped like large beans, bore a primivive
stamp, probably ene of the early
wxamples of branding on money, Codns
are thus eredited to be the first forma of

used for documenting
information »udlll-lnry. :)f:num lln
maod

i

businessline,
FATURDAY - AUGUST 3 - 3004

ontrust, the philosophical premise on
which modem money rests. The imagery
and words that it carries have thus been
entrusted to communicate confidence
Tor its effective exchange,

BASIS OF TRUST
First introduced by the Bank of England,
the clanise “Promise to pay thi bearer™

|hm|rlrcmm:|w u-l:wal pn'dumi In
colonir with mind: hqmlhu printing
rend
mmnuurl.mln; shared identitles,

D you know that paper lanknotes
from around the world are not really

and authoriry. Iecan alsobe seen onall
of India's banknotes,

One of the carliest modem banknotes
ws introduced in Sweden in 1666
almost 350 vears ago, Sinee then, the
luninnlol are leere to stay. However, the

parper but are made £ b
and linen rendering greater durabiliny
and strength?
The firat written accounts of anclent
T money were issues by the Chinese

miperial Treasury in 1374, 1t was during
this time that Marco Polo reported their
s Introducing this idea to the weat.
The invention of the moveable type

ol rnoney fooded our
world in the 0% contury with the two
workd wars, the end of colonialism and
the rise of new nathons and the shortage
of metallic reserves, The paper banknote
it the bill.

Even the British reploced the
elreulatlng I-Rupee silver coln with a
banknote in 1917, Although, they
retained the mage of the coln featured
hulhnnlhr obverse andmwrﬂ.‘tulnﬂ ]

serve s hange,  pr B tn Johannes Gurenberg

be aunit of aceount o it and i iy I tradde,

i aceepted store of value, mercantile banking, legal d
Historians beleve that the first metal bills of exchange, it on and

The first written
accounts of ancient
I:upcr money were issucs
y the Chinese Imperial
Treasury in 1374
It was during this time
that Marco Polo reported
their use introducing this
iden 1o the West

shortage of precious and semi-precious
maetals, the paper banknote seemed like
thebest it rr modemn money,

The idea was not forelgn, In fact, it
borrowed from the existing bills of
exchange and promissory. Traders left
thelr coins with the merchants and used
handwritten receipts that they gave
them instead, all in good faithand great
convenbenoe. Although the bankiote
completely fit the eriteria of money, it
wid [in st form tlut hclu\lan Inherent

{bure vowards

Instang lmsgnll fon through the printed
Image

| uvd:l st hudwn o the

for

maoney nndthruh-unmmmsim

ke monuments, achlevements,
significant occuslons and events his
changued its narrative by
metamorphosing money from belng
merely a medium of exchange o s
inedbii of communkeation,

Tha writer, pregrietse of Monty Eaka, i

villue as
like m{m.llm[och.cm[u el I(nlu'd

i the s, devign and

gy

We need arobust landslide mitigation policy

An improved database on landslides s welcome, Curbs on human activity in landslide-prone regions are important

—

Yashobanta Parida
Raikiran Nalk

Joyita Roy Chowdhury

Tve recent landstides i ylu
I the Wayanad district of Keral
clalmed over 400 lives, and I'ul
ople are still miesing, in nd.d.ilinm £l
[1:1“- of furmlband have been severcly
affecred, This ke nda the flrll time Kerala

lis the same period, 8,4 318 people were
Killed in Maharashtra whichis the
Hiijghiest death toll amaong the states,
fiollowed by Uttar Pradesh (2,124},

Gujarat (18139, !m.lll a Pradesh

(1367}, Himac esh (1,233),
TRajasthan (933), Ik‘rlln w93y and
Chhattisgarh (62) with the lowest
landslide Faralities (Minkster of Home
Affuirs).

Notonly India but ether developlng
are adversely iImpacted

has experienced such 13
lansslide,

Keraly' nnﬂwﬂ;ﬂllnl Tocation, errathe
rair tivitles

landlides, According to the EM-DAT
li:mluw. around 51 per cent of

Imdlnmu d:l‘nmlcllun and eonverting
forests Inte agricultuaral lands, as well as
wlnmhnand mining
Fed 1o the increasing
ey of laridslides,
irveenout of Kerala's 14 districts
ire prone to landslides in varying
reed. Kerala also accounts for close to
i per cent of the landslides that have
occurred in various Staves of the country
between 2018 and 2022 (M.Inl!l ry of of
Earth S loksal 21
2020, and July 27, 21!2.?.) ‘l‘hcl Timabayan

have securred in seven
developing countries — China,
Indonesia, Colombila, India, the
Phiblipy Inucn.. ul and Peru, affecting
1.3 milliod

N s, llm»allnltlewldmw
Indicates that the frequency of
lanadslbdes has risen diie to extreme
weather cvents, cnvironmental
degradation 3
and other human petivities,

The human and economle costs are
often neglectind rullrymnlsm.

wernment officials, academia, and the

WAYANAD LANDSLIDE. Picking up
tha péoces e

soenario, the government has devised
additienal measures to migigate the
futiare kmpact of landlides,

First, the governiment hos staried
nalivtadning a national disaster database
atthe district and Takuk bevels, which
Iincludes information on himan
fatnll:lu;dunn&u{m-;mmvmkpubllc

rthes, and t! e
mm.r mlm"#u-ml:lamnhc]p
policymakers to lmplement pollcles o
mitigate disaster impacts,

Second, it lserucial to ereatea
Imagsive awareness programme related
tothe adverse effects of landslides with
the help of local sdminkstration, NGO,
andrh—nl nmlcw.

i mlikmise the impact of |
Firnt, the Geologieal Survey of India
(G5 1) under the Ministry of Mines
implemented the National Landslide
Susceptibility Mapping (NLSM)

§and most important measure
Jlmlm mlheﬂrl)mmln AysIen
for predicting landslides and for
acexirate rainfall prediction, rilmlnrly
i fandslide-prone aneay, with the helpol

Programme to prepare landslide advanced technology.

ulmpuhil::ymnpplmndlfff:rm: Fourth, strict laws should be
dslide Earl i od to protect ecologlcally

Warnl Synm(ll—'-\'i]l\niﬂll- 15. nensitive areas and prevent luman

'lwund uningnmclll:v :hln. :ln.

an.llmllmn Landslide- e areas,
nall

of Space p
'I.fnd.-lluh*iulwﬂlmllu midm:lfg

Srates, oo, mwrylalhidw-pnm medlu m:cnnnn Is that landshides are regardieas of political differences,

A art from the risl ¥ verts in e distrbers due to landslides Berween Centre, $tate, and Local

ides have nlwwumlin -scale Indiaand, hence, do not attrsct and assess the overall damage due 1o sdministrathon is casential to mitigae
dnm.qu:lo[mlﬂlc transport and private large-scale media mrention. Tanakslides. the adverse impact of natural disasters
mmluundlhmmdhumnlll‘e Aswe conslder the case of the inthe future,
Tivelihood. India lost around 22,497 GOVT MEABURES Wayanad IIHMHI'N :hc:ul'm:: policy

hawrnan lives due to landslides from 1980 Tnthe mupkuf VOurs, Ilur neasu Tha wilkeri el b ol of FLANE
02019, government b k the adverse el fdisasters, In such a Nritverity Wiews enprovsed afe personal

® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your betters by emall 1o blecktorthenindu.coin of by post 1o Letters 1o the Edor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kastur Bulldings, 855060, Anna Salss, Chennal 600002,

Cautious stance reihving the s of progect kendng, 071,67 pev cent of the cnpoing CIRE o, rnow at B crtical juncture, e vt il pobiy’, U cane o
Apropostathe wticke TIML caution’s A Pabvisniman € the Mrugg! um untod
[uratifiet’, e murtihor s brough the e mandated imkne “hort gmnlummummhnn bl podcy hus never beery
powernisent and Ry dlemmawith 1t ey b e C gt “hinay Srongor

Tepect o project fnancing needs for Tima for revisiting the law Inchuding prowision for impovtion of ot O bOCHN ComuMpEIn a4 b The srtiche talley sbiou Gy ard
(LT This b pinalty dailerilor scosing the \mrmmnmamqnlmh Jpani's S i applng il

Bt U asithar hasnit fully taen inco. def pidead” (gt 21) i o e [l e ity ard Mrategy [ sppon techndlogy
Recodit i past protisrs of huge elfectied comvmancial liv alied 3t el i s ialos of L st wacw-wul\mwr appeoach that triiter i ikoll developimnit

NP i e P irs et Lact et or curbing corporite delay bl Bf W agrculture sectar more
o, Ehat hagpered masnly duetn ekl bythaveited VB Propety market, eeions contumer Hrindy withs e frmarwork of national
v keficing fo nfra romcts. i Intonests Ll it koses i mrvcrved Few comfidersce, and emute i lanable Insduustriad policy offers oo bright path
i {ve D] el . e o 1ol e BBt alipective. Mriohery & Baibiugiiy growthi crucial loa vafarm This wall biing in the
farmirg of the NARCL and now the Coda b mesting the same fae China's N Sadhasha Reddy e Sruactural € hange- in the.
e fio amirdratructure lending L deliegs tikor place during, Apeiopon, Thifieia soonoiti advie o econay and enure lood iecurity
Inatuation S A D! coep ¥ reolution plan [ sput el boost farmey’ income.

Progect fu T et I (i) slso b by thie rowth', (haigust 23} China'y Traghaw Funj

S0, cau0 0 b put o b t fot Septarmiber econonmy, once lauded for ity rapid Withrefprence o the srtiche Thecane  samiie
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Sinking
hopes:

boat clubs
left adrift

With the feonic Nehru Trophy Boat Race put ol and the
Champlons Boat League called oft in the wake of the
devastating Eaindstides in Wayvanad, the boat clubs of
Alappuzhia and Kottavam ae staring at an irrecoverable loss
They had spent a fortune in preparation of the season’s races
when a cloud of uncertainty overshadowed thelr plans, write
Hiran Unnikeishoan and Sam Paul A,

ndder a partly cloudy sky, preparitions
wiere in full swing on the o
of Kumarakoan in the final days of
A group of 15 onlookers gath g
der the shade of 3 large v s bk on
thi black beast thit w Nahillagom Chun:
dan (snakeboat), lis long, sleek body gl
with power; the towerlng 150t s
anyone 1o question fts dominance
kom Town Boat
of sweat and sacrifh

Thae Knimara:
1 (KTHC) had powred weeks
o arrive ot this moment,
prepariog for the ultimate showdown-the Nehru
Trophy Boat Kace (NTIR),

alm shattered, A msh ol viog:
cers swarmed the soene, snap
g selfies, thedr lenses fived on the 120-metre
long boat belilnd the like a kiille
through the bz, a sharp whistle plerced the alr,
Thee shiow was about to begin,

Thee canal bank exploded with action, Onlook:
e poared in from the market and hospital as the
whistle grew louder, signatling the arcival of the
KTBC rowers, These men were bullt for bartle
Iroad showlders and abs carved ke stone, They
stormed the banks, lining up in two perfect rows
a5 thedr In warmeup drills kicked into over-
drive. & dripped, miscles Mexed; every
ek it ithoii,

Then, with one final whisthe
and Monappan Ashan, a stocky man
with a presence that demanded respec
theem thelr weapons - wooden paddles, After a
brief, sllent prayer, the rowens ook thelr places
o the boat, “Swamiye Saranamayyappa?” Ashan
roared. Oars shot [ngo the alr inperfect unison
before sliciog the water with raw power, The boat
SLIIHH.I Torward, propelled by the strength of lis
o the crowd erupted in wild cheers. This
wasn'l Just a practice rur o battle ery, a
proaikse of victory.

wers and

Landslides scupper dre
But dreams can crash as quickly
August 1, just cays after the o
slides struck Wayanad, the State ;.:m-rrmw::l
pulled the plug on the 70th edidon of the NTBR,
scheduled wo be hebd on Puonamada 1
Alappuzha on August 10, and cancelled the entire
Champions Boat League (CBL) for good measure,
For the KTRC and dogens of other clubs, it
puney to e gut, Weeks of gruelling prepa
l.'rIdILNu expenses, and hope were washed away

s

s they rlse, On

acing s mo
alithon soaked in pride,
air. For clubs like I]1|

s luunn Al warters, A singhe snakeboat can ma:
1 10 275 Lakly, Race participation demands tight
it among vt WIS, l:l|1lJiII%. il
the club, with eontributions ranghng from 20 to
40 lakh,

VIR SEAE AR

tratlning for
the NI
anel the CHRIL
Ty thae el
of June on i
Tt of
25 crope
I the time
wie decided
Lo suspened
tradning, the
club had
already
spent 480
lakh.
SUNKEER A,
——

Tralkatbunithy
Tt b

S batthes by kings In and around 7
Mang before they dasled spec
- thrllling sporting spect

this erpun nwm !|\|h

(Iul: had sunk 158 lakh into training and prepa
thon, but with the NTBR now in Hmbo, the mu
l\m shmply don't add up, The financlal stradn is

suffocating,
Running the camp alone cost a whopping
21,75 lakh o dlay. While some of it was covered by

sponsorships and donations, the majority eame
from the elubys already stretched pockets,
iy of recrulting wealthy NRIs like
wneesh Mandikanmanthara from Aust
bed with the it Recovery
seems like a distam huno A chink of the 1 ul\
ed for a season's race comes from the
waptaing,

Matter of survival for many

For ¢lubs such as the KTBC, the NTOR |5 mone
than just an event-it is su
r Hfes e, 1
1 Canj, w

Teams of 85 rowers, ncluding 25 ) il pron
fesslonals from the Army or the Pradesh
Police, do not come cheag, And now, with the
race of bk, the fun Imll.-&l:lh'-il

The pestpanement has hit everyon
the rowers, it s devastating. I'h

weat, and tears they poured Into their tralning
will never see the waters of Punnamida Lake,
“Thie drearms of victory, the deafening roar of the
wrowwl, all gone, What remaing is the bitter tste
of uncertalnty.

for Blood,

“The team has been finallsed, and th
had found thelr rhythm,®
KTB

says Pradeep,
h, Pradeeg, originally from Alappuzha
and a professional rowing trainer at the Antillery
o Water Sports Assoclation bn Hyd
i a monthdong leave 1o e

campy and oversee i
Sithen the team, he Brought with him 18

players from the Indian Army

e [0F the season, o joln the KTBC,
l‘ The lilstory of siakeboat raclig strote
back hundreds of years, steeped In le
gend and tradition. It is belleved that the
majestic vessels were first

1
ors as part of 1I|1
wlay,

cornes to boat races in th I.ur the NTER hokds

& phace of pride,

* wishi of India’s first Pr

Jaowatharlal Nehru and NTHR history
"The NTHR'S hilstory I intertwined with ihe 1952
i Minkster Jawaharlal
ighter ndira Gandhi

Nehru, along with his d
an grandson Rajiv Gandbi, 1o Alappuzha. Anexe
“hibition race was conducted in hils honour on
Vembanad Lake, Enthralled by the event, an ex:

clted Nelsri hopped onto Nadubhiagom Chiin-
dan, the winning snakeboat, which then ferried
Bl and others to the Alappuzha boat jetty,
Upom returning to New Delhi, Nehr gifved o
stlver trophy, a replica of a snakeboat, with the in-
scription, “To the winners of the Im.n race ulmh
I a nanlegue fie ty life in T
core Cocl
Prime Mi
knsown as Nelru Trophy. For this year's race, as
many as 74 boats, nclucing 19 snakeboats, had

ke (part of Ve
Rakeh, Just a few weeks ago, the place wis filled
with ecstadic cheers thunderous shioats of joy
s boat race budls gathered in large numbers 1o
witness their fvourie clubs and snakeboas, po:
wered by oarsmen, g over the water In
preparation for th

In 2003, the
from Al 1|:u)h.
rowlng Viee:
kable success hy wi
andl the CBL e, Despite ficing
lenges, the club eagery began preparations 1o
dhefend the tillml!m:.' wo last se v, Just s they
completed more than a month's o

st
thuruthy Boat Cluly (PBC)

Unlike sume other clubs, the PRC comtl
thir trailming even after thie postponement, anti-
elpating that the government and the Nelri Tro-
phy Bout Race Soclety will soon e i

s the authorit
ot of the new schedule,

the announcen
was eventually foroed to discontinue its training
Camp o Aigust 13,

Majority of budget spent
“We commenced traindng for the NTBR and the
CBL by the end of June on i budget of 1.25 crore,
By the tme we declded to suspend training,
which was attended by 135 people, mostly oars-
men, the club bad already spent 280 lakh, Now, if
the government announces a new date for the
NTBR, we will have 1o spend significant amounts
3 ulmll‘l Uhie tedtm, It is ,;.:I:u: o bea -
" Sy Suneer A,
by,
particlpating in the NTHR ks a matter of
|J| ide, the declsion to cancel the CBL Is a serious
for those boat clubs and walle samitles
compete in the
event and recoup soie of the money spent. “The
cluby mnnin,u the NTRR b entitled o recel
w teams particlpating in
vily more in bonuses
andd price money, The government shouwld recon-
shiler its deciston on the CBL, Not conducting the

CBL will be disastrous for clilis like ours that
have spent huge s om building a team 1w
compete In the event” adds Suneer,
2023 offe rul n..l'-hllllx( of 25
¥

fresh exciternent into the storled tradition nl'\n.l

keboat racing and signi
State's wourlsm Industry. The leaguoe, ur)(.uu-ml
onthe lines of Indian Premier League ericker, has
been held every year sinee then, except In 2020
and 2020 diie to the COVIDAS pandemie, I pre
vious seasons, nine teams competed In races
across 12 vel )

cach in Kollu .
Thrissur and lwllan.nn ehistriets — starting with
the NTHR,

Long before the decision not to conduet the

CHL this year, the event's future had Gallen ino
umcertainty. In the 202425 Sune Budget, $9.96
crone was set apart for the event, which Is less
compured to previous yvears, T the 202324 and
Buggets, the gove it had allocated
anad B15 erore respectively for the even
the boat clubs tha competed in last
Tound themselves n a Ananclal predi-

overniment disbursed II11~ um

Recently, tf ;u
stunding bonus of T8 lakh for e
niine clubs, ms well s the prize mone
2 lakh, and 20 kakh o the wp three finkshers of

hiehiess, the titde winner, who
25 lakh, along with the
| third place Anksher (810
F payments,

ench mateh., Neve
Is supposed o pecelve
runner-up (215 lakh) a
lakhd are yet 1o recelve

No rethink on cards

A Tourksm department official, meanwhile, says
the decision on the CBI has been mide consider:
I thee Duman tragedy of enormous scale and a
rethink s not on the cands at present.

AJolnt meeting of the Snakebsoat Owners Asso-
clation, Kerala Boat Chb Assoclation, and the
Kerala Race Boat Owners Assockition hield in
Aappuha earlier this week urged the gov
ment to conduct the NTRR n September and
comshder s declsion o cancel the CBL, As Migust
I8 Increasingly prone to inclement weather, the
meeting proposed rescheduling the NTRR from
the secomd Saturdiy of Augist 1o the second Sa-
turcky of Septembser from next year,

“We stood In solidarity with the government's

decksion o postpone the NTER in view of the
gedy, Now the government should
L Wee will

Wayanad tr
announce o new schedule for the ever
woon met with Ch ini
the government
conduct a parallel boat race on Pu M
I October,” says a member of a boat club who at-
tended the meeting.

da Lok
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HEAVY RAININ TRIPURA, BUTNO
ROLEOF DAMINBANGLAFLOOD

DEBRAJDER
AGARTALA, ALKGUST 23

BANGLADESH

Agartala " INDIA

Trapidra

THE MINISTRY of External Affairs on
Thursday clarified that the oods thar
have hit several districts in eastern
Bangladesh were not triggered by re-
lease of water from Dumbur dam in
Tripura, as has been claimed by some
social media accounts, it \

Nearly 18 lakh people belonging to L% A
lakh Eamilies were marooned in 43 up-
azilas of the districts of Comilla, Fend,
Chattogram, Khagrachhari, Noakhali, anc
Moulvibazar, according o the
New Delhi's

THEINDIANEXPRESS, SATURDAY AUGLST 24,2024

EXPLAINED

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHL ALGUST 23

JEROME POWELL the head of the US cenaral
banke, on Friday said that “the fime has come
for [monetary| policy to adjust”, setting the
stage for interest rate cuts in the near future,

In his keynote address at the annual
Economic Pobicy Symposium in Jackson Hele,
Wyorming, Povvell saicl *the direction of ravel
:sclmr, ,t|msn], .md pacr.' of rate ru‘t.swﬂl de-

winak,

Department of Disaster Management
and Relief of Bangladesh, The Duily Sar
reported, Fve of these districts shans bor-
ders with Tripura.

Rumour and denial

Following heavy rain in Tripura from

work with Dhaka

Rivers and the dam
Rivers like Manu in Dhalai district;
Do ar Kumarghat; Kaksi and Juri in North
Tripura; Feni, whn:h is spanned by the
ol

Jﬂdthnhalmr ofrisks”, The Federal Reserve
does not “seek orwelcome further conling in
labour market condigions”, he said,

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

Ifthere are of current or o

v relevance that vou would like

please write b

ST ECONOMICS |

Signals from US Fed chief

At the annual Jackson Hole symposium, Jerome Powell said the ‘time has come' to lower interest rates.
While he did not furnish further details, the impacts of Powell's observations will be felt the world over

USINFLATION RATEDATA
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US FEDERAL FUNDS RATE*

In LS. City Average, Perent
St (15 ﬂulnuulequﬂm!urh

ot

tails, nwsl.- are significant observations,
Almogt immediately, bond yields of all

Indo-B h Tripura;
Muhuri, Lavigang, and Khowai; Gomati
inUdaipur of Gomati district; Howrah in
Agartala, all mse unnaturally following
heayy rain earlier rhls wnek The Gomati
i mark,

The Gumiti prnwn, which was com-
missianed in 1976 and has an installed
capacity of 15 MW, is the only hydro-
electric power project in the state, The
river on which the Dumbur dam stands
is formed at the confluence of the
smaller Raima and Sarma rivers, and is
Tripura's mast significant river, After
Nowing into Bangladesh, the river

August 19 anward, unsubstantiated
claims appeared on social media about
the opening of the Gumti hydm-elecric
ﬁm]nﬂ foodgates, Some Bangladeshi

andles alleged without evidence an
Inclian “conspiracy” to “punish™ the coun-
try's post-Hasina rulers.

“Tripura Power Minister Ratan Lal Math
clarified an Wednesday that no food
gates had been opened; instead, excess
waater from the Gumii reservoir had auio-
matically escaped through the spillway
after crossing the 94-m mark, which ks
thee reservedr's full capacicy,

On Thursday, the MEA reiterated that

claimsabout the “openingof the Dumbur - merges with the Meghna,
dam upstream of the Gumti River in i : o
Tripura” weere “factuallynoecorrect” The - Rainfall in Tripura

staternent explained that “the catchment
areas of Gumti river that Rows through
India and Bangladesh have witnessed
heaviest rinsof this year over the last few
days™and “the Nood in Bangladesh is pri-
marily duwe to waters from these large
catchments downstream of the dam”,
The MEA also eeplained that Dumbur
5 low dam {about 30 m that is located
mare than 120 km upstream of the bor-
der, and generates power that fecds into
a grid from which Bangladesh drasws 400
MW, Also on Thursday, India's High
Commissioner to Bangladesh called on
thee Chief Adviser to the Interim
Government Dr Mubammar Yunus, and

@ Drishti IAS

1AS GS Foundation Course .

On August 19, South Tripura district

received 288 8 mmof minin asingle day,
The capital, Agartala city, recorded 233
mm of rainfall in the 24 hours fram
Wednesday moming to Thursday mom-
Ing, The heavy rain, among the highest
the state has ever recelved, has had the
‘wuorst impact in Khowal, West Tripura,
Sepahdjala, Gomati, and South Tripura,

A beast 24 people are feared dead in

the rain and Aoods. Seme 1,28 lakh peo-
ple have heen sheltered in 558 reliel
camps since August 19,

LONGER VERSION ON

[{ 2-year, 10-year and 30 year — fell
sharply. even as the LS dollarweakened and
stock markoet indices — S&P 500, Nasdag 100,
Russell 2000 — registered sharp gains,

The impacts of Fowell's chservation will
nat be limited to the US alone, and it can be
expected that stock markets around the
worlel will jump when they open nes,

What is the Jackson Hole symposium?
Every year since 1878, the Federal
Reserve Rankof Kansas City has sponsored a
symposium to discuss a particular issue
fiaced by the US and world economies,
Central bankers, finance ministers, sca-
demics, and financial market participants

part

issues, impli-
cations, and policy options pertaining to the
theme of that year, Symposium proceedings
Inchucle papers, commentary, and disoussions,

Since 1982, the symposium has been
osted at the jackson Lake Lodge at Grand
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stroyed economic activity and bed toa sharp
rise in unmplnmm In response, all cen-
tral by v policy
—even asthe swv:rlumm resorted m ex-
pansive fiscal policies{ pumping money into
the ecomomy ). The net result of these two
factors as well as supply disruptions was a
rise in inflation, This happened all over the
world but mare so in the US, The Russia-
Likraine war made matters worse, ancd sent
inflatiomn rates skyrocke ting to historic highs,
As a result, central banks around the
warld had to sharply raise interest rates.
As things stand now, most developed
ios have Inst
the"tight™ monetary policles of ceniral banks,
There are perpetual woeries about recession.

asaresultof

5.5%
[Seqt 2024)
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Tierton Matsonal Park in Wyoming
What does muneuryﬂulicy referin?
Why atter? Wiy is it
T and especi mthuhmnnrtmdtmumsmjxhsun

ment by the head of the Fedem! Reserve, are
watched by policymakers and market par-
ticipants globally because they provide chues
rorwhat is happening in the world econarmy,
and where things may go,
in 2007, just befor

Joibal Hmncnlcrmwm‘r
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Hede is monegary peticy, which is essentially
abo ing the availability of .
loans and the price at which these [oans are
given in any economy [ the ‘interest rate’].
Typically, the main responsibility of all
central banks is to maintain price stability in
the BCOnomy. l'hlc means ensuring that

the LIS narket
at Jackson Hobe was "Housing, Housing
Finance, and Monetary Policy” In 3021, as the
il had staned tomake sense of the effects
of the global pandemic that had literally shat
clownalleconamies, the themewas “Macro-
econoimic Policy inan Uneven Economy”.
This year's theme is "Reassessing the
Effectivencss and Transmission of Monetary
Palicy”. According to the official website:
“This year's theme will explore lessons
bzamed from the respense of monetary pol-

money T vabue over time — orthe
same quantity of money buys roughly the
same amiount of goods and services tomaor-
o as it does today,

Ofven, like inthe LIS, there is a dual man-
date — the central hank has to ensure pnce

oo they are faced with the prob
mdmmrgmmand rising I

Why is Powe
For some time now, stock markets and
hawve been waitk aclear
siggnal about the Fed's pelicy cyche, Powel say-
g that "the time has come for policy to ad-
Just® essentially means that the Fed is now
mawre bathered about containing the umem-
phoyment rate than the inflation rate, Put did-
Eerently, it meansthere will be o more hikes
of interest rates — in fact, signals are that a
rate-cutting cycle is about to star,
Lower nmmsr rates imphy a baost to oo~
noMmic acti
i borroy maoney, whether it s mbuya urm
invest in building a new factory, That is why
st
see period of emmnnmsuuaamlw
progressively lower imterest rates,

Does the statement find an echo in REI?
Thene are several points of divergence be-
eween the LS Fed and RBL First, the targetin-
flation rate is 2% for the US and 4% for India.
Second, in the last few years, the quantum of
increase in the policy interest rate in the LS
has been almost double that of India, parthy
because LIS interest rates were close (o 2eno

rmentas anesult of econombc activity faltering,
Aceniral bank is judged for the timing of
its poficy actions — bothin asm.llmng rising

Inflation as well

before the rte cycle, Third, in terms of per-
centage poinds, inflation has fallen mare in
the LS than in India.

unemploy ment ora sharp fall in ecunmul:
rowth, Timing of monetary policy action is
atricky subject because it often takes time for
the monetary policy decisions of the central
banlctoalfect the ecomamy, Thisis rh.r “rrans-

Poveells signal toswards the start of the in-
rerest rate-cutting cycle is something that
finds resonance in many countries. The
Evropean Certral Bank has already out its de-
posit rate once (by 25 basis poines) in fune.

erBIh;nntrutrmsFtbut.mm min=

mission” that this year

Thse theme also refers 1o "el!nmw:m';;“
1, whetheror how farmonetary policy has
been successful incontaining inflation, i in-
Ratiom has spiked purely because of sudden

stabilicy whlll:
el oyme

Thee ey dullmge before acentral hank i
Inflation, or the rate at which prices rise from
one year toanather, When inflation rises, cen-
trall banks mise interest rates 50 as to depress

byt both the pandermic

surge ininflation,”

Assessing Ukraine’s deepincursion
in Russia: why, what happens now

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR Zelenskyy on
Thursday sakd Ukrainian troops continue o
capture territory and Russian soldiers in
Russia’s Kursk Oblast since the launch of
Llkraine's surprise incursion into the region
more than bwo weebs ago,

Ulkrainian atterrpt o seize linc in the neigh-
bouring Bryansk Oblast, about 240 lom asway

mingof the attack on August & than Russia has
capiured in Ukraine over the last elght months,

The operation has forced Russia o evac-
e raearly 2000000 people froan the regisn,
Ukraire has reportedly captured hundreds
nllhmslnnamsmplx and hammmycd w—

From the site of the o

v the €
logistics ase in Glushk fir
:M frontline forces,
13 E‘en Ben Hodges, who led LS toops in
Russia on its part said that it had friled & UKRAINE & Kharkiv g st ol Britain's i
rhat I.Iltralm' s ability to "neutralise Russian
clromes by creating. some sort of a counter-
Kursk Ulkrakni o has. dlr " had helpesd,
Ukraine's attack in Kursk, which began  taken place in the Kursk Oblast.
) What happens now

early on August 6, came after months of
steady gains by Russia on the battefleld,
Many experts see the incunsion as a major
moment in the war that ks now in its third
wear — a success that has helped Kyiv change
the narrative that had aken root follewing
its Ingses and sethacks suffered elsewhere,

The Ukrainian objective
President Zelnnskw and the com-
mander-in-chiefof ol Gen

Fussian ardvancein the east. The operation was
intended to signal that even with its dwin-

Itis o (wlym prm!in If Ulkeratinse wiill be
abile bo hobd n its gains, The Uloainian mny

i nhnrnnnnl

econoimic activity, prices

of goocds and services But as soan as they suc-

aupplyc for instance, lower ley-
t'ls nf food items being produced because of
interestrates
nuymhuﬂmmlnhu'ln:lngdm'nprh:m.
Owver the past five years, central banks
have been buffeted by macroeconomic

Monetary Policy Committes
shimay, i3 gronwing.

bers that interest rates may be too high, At
beast two out of the six members of the MPC
woted for a cut. The dominant RBEview, how-
ever, is still (o be watchful of inflazion.

REI's reluctance toout also has todowith
the fact that, unlike the LIS {where recession
Fears abound ), Inebia is clocking world-beat-
ing GDP growth rates at the moment, As
such, there is bess pressure on BB oot rates

shacks that cliffi di-
rections, The pandemic lockdowns de-

and maore | indlation does-
o't resurface again.

What is ‘Rail Force On¢’, the train PM
Modi took from Poland to Ukraine?

RISHIKASINGH
NEW DELHI, ALGGUST 23

PRIME MINISTER Marendra Modi arrived in
Ukraine's capital Kyiv from neighbeuring
Pedand by train on Friclay, an unusual mode
of transport for a head of government, but
one that has been used earlier by other
glohal leadiers as well.

Foreign dignitaries visiting Kyiv have
been taking the rain ever since Ukraine's
alrspace was closed folkowing the Russian
invasion of February 2022 After |oe Biden
ol invbo Ky Tast year instead of fying in
on Air Force One, the US President’s iconic
Boeing 747 aircraft, the train was dubbed
"Rail Force Ome”,

The train to Kyiv
The train, whnﬂn 5 Tun hy the state-

CAITY DUt A SHCE

th.amh Syrsheyi have ot explained thedr
reasons for going deep inside Russia,
However, observers have listed three proba-
bl ohjectives of the incursion.

A BARGAINING CHIP: Llkraine warnts toy
use the captured territory as a bargaining

dling resources, the leulnl.m military can hartle front- mwned Lk

i Ukraine also  inessuch il Khatehy o commit is painted blue and yellow, lhc colours of

‘wanted o display o the West that helping it therm tothe new axis. nthe coming weeks, its Uleraine's flag,
with arms and funds is not et a bost cause. roops in Kursk could find them- The train has several luoury
BATTLEFEELD TACTIC: The incundoneould — selves overextended, and be compartments, one-of which was
be a tactic to force Russia to divert its forces  forved foretreat, [ F AN TAN]  sicety built just before Bussia an-
Ukmaine, Also, Russia has not so far di- GLOBAL nexed Crimea in 2014, and was
chse i werted its forces from the previoushy used to ferry wealthy

gnal of capturing all of the Donetsk region
Michael Kofman, a senior fellow in the

Russia andd Eurasia Program at the Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace. tokd

Branetsk region, On August 19,

Russian forces captured neary all of the town
of Niv-York. entered nearby Toretsk, and en-
croached on the bogistics huby of Pokrovsk,

Fareign Hﬂlry “Ukrai ly aka

according to a b the Financial Times,

chipforany fi with Russia, Iif
Donald Trump returns to the White House
early next year, he could foree Kyiv to negn-
tiate by withdrawing American military-
technical assistance,

“The Ulerairian govemiment wants toimske.
sure that if it has to enter that process, it has
things that Russia wants to mace for conces-
sions,” Jack Watling, a sendor research fellow
for Lamed Wariare at the Roval United Services
Institute, London, wrote in The Guardian,

TOBOOST MORALE: It s beensuggesed
that Ukraine wanied mboost the morale of its
people and troops after failing to stop the

har I e e
Russian military to deploy a much larger
force to counter their nlh.'n'ilw. :hfn:hy sap-

Konrad Muzyka, director of Rochan

tourists o the peninsula on the

Black Sea, according o a report by the LS gov-
emment-funded Raci Free Furnge.

Pictures from trips taken by foreign dig-

nitaries show wooden panels, cream and

bilue curtaing, beather sofis, king-size beds,

Consulting a Pedand -b hattracks
thrwnr told the Fimanciel Times that with

ping their

Status of the incursion

The attack, which has resulted inoneof the
higgest exchanges of territory since the first
rmonth of the war in 2022, caught President
Viadimir Putin off-guard, On August 20, Col
Gen Syrskyi claimed that Ukraine has taken
contred of adimsost 1,300 s b of Russiam terri-
oy Waccurate, this would mean Lkmine has

Lk, e tos fill d el
and counter various Russian threats,
An Indian strategic aflairs expert on
Russia told The Indian Express that Uknine
may have made a mistake in geing deepinto
Kurske, If Russia does not oome o the negoti-
ation tabde spon, and if Western allies fail to
supply more arms and ammunition to
Ukraime, the incursion could turn out tn be
il icide® th

s

already captured more land since the b

VS

wall ted flatscreen TVs and other
moderm amenities on the train,

The train's 10-faour, 700-odd-km jour-
ney begins at Przemys| Gléwny station in
Poland, located around 400 km southeast
of Warsaw, close w the country's border
with Uleradne, and ends at Kyn.

Famous passengers

The first foreign dignitanes tw travel o
Kiyiv by the train were the prime minksters
of Pedand, Slovenda, and the Czech Repubilic,
weho visited in 2003,

epaper, lndlanexpreﬁtcm .. .

Prime Minister Marendra Modi at the Kylv Central Rallway Station on Friday. an

POLAND = BELARUS RUSSIA
Preenysl’
Glowny - Lyiy Kytv
r . Vinnytes
] UKRAINE
o
-
e
|, &
" il

In 2023, Kamyshin posted on X about
Presichent Biden's 20 hours on the rainand
Justfourin Kyiv, and apologised o the pub-
lic when Biden's travel led m some other
trains on the network being delayed,

“Wee had to delay some of our trains to
mrve away o #RailForceOne, it was painful
Towme and iy team, but Lhad to do that, Se
anly 906 of our trains aived ontime yes-
terday, | apologize,” he wrobe,

Crucial for Ukraine
This train, -'uld uther trains in the

the for-

Ulkai . ayed an

mier Eritish Prime Mlmml Boris |ohnson,
French President Emmanuel Macron,
President of the European Commission
Ursula von der Leyen, and Prime Minister
Justin Trudeaw of Canada, besides Biden and
nowy Mo,

Kyiv's ‘iron diplomacy’

Alexander Kamyshin, Ukraine's
Strategic Industries Minister who isin
charge of Ukrzalizmsia, has often used the
hashtag #lronDiplomacy to refer to the
world leaders' tain trips,

|

impartant rok | in the war effort, ml:ludmg
Ivelplng transport aid across the country, ancd
Kamyshin has spoken repeatediy aboat the
importance of the raikways to his country.
As the war broke out, many Ukmainians
rushed to train stations inan attemgpt o es-
cape to safer places, or i leave the country.
Ukraine's widdespread raibway necwork
has always been popular, and domestic
travelbers aften Favour trains over planes,
Ulerzaliznytsia is the sixth-largest ralway
transpaorterinthe aned sev-
enth for freight, according to a CNN report,
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Dharavikars:

An aerial view of Dharawi, considered Asia's largost shum, in Mumbal, Maharashira, s vodis

oM
L3

arm span, a group of wenagers is gued o

the sereen of a single mobike phone, an ana:
chronistic scene If there ever was one, They are
watching a Marathl YouTube channel that talks
about the rebabilitation of Pharavikars, people
whio live In the Mumbsai stam that is known for s
economie resilience, entrepreneurial grie, and
community living, amid the lack of basic sanita-
thom I a cley that Is Inedla's economic huby,

L: n, T6, o potter, asks what the anchor is
saying. “They are saylig we will be given houses
clsewhere, so the redevelopment work here can
Degin,” one of the boys wlls her,

Dharavi, spread across 555 acres, §s in the
northernmost part of what was once Parel istand,
o of the seven lslands that made up the city's
landl s, before the sea was reclaimed. Satellie
Imiages throw up o sea of fat grey roofs doted
with some blue; asbestos sheets punctuated with
plastic. On the ground, lanes form community
spaces, where the boys sit.

Here, people engage in poliical discussions,
ancl mothers ask neighbours o care for bables as
they dash out to run an errand, Homes in the area
run one into the other, and singleroom work:
shops of micro industries = recycling, leather,
dlyelng, garment manufaciuring. among others -
thrive. To peophe Hving nowhat bs touted as ‘Asia’s
larggest shumy', this is home,

Thie aren has a population density of 3.5 Likh

ople per sq, kim as per various estinates (India’s

5 about 4734 a8 per the World Bank; Mumbai's

26,453 a5 per e clvic Dody in 2008-19), 1t was die-
clrech a sl in 1971, There are varios amenities
providiad by the government such as tips, tollets,
dlectricity, schools, and dispensaries.,

I 2022, Adanl Properties, 4 company usder
the Adani Group, won a bid worth 85,0649 crore
Tor the Dharavi Redevelopment Project Private Li-
mbted (DRIPPLY, & fodit venture with thl’“.lhlm!ll
1 go The alkm i for th
wlql o township on government Iallrj w|.1h
apartment blocks, business spaces, schools, hos-
pltals, and other features of community lving,
The eurrent tender document calls this a “vial pu
blic project” sinated less than 10 km from the cf-
ty's international alrpon, Politeal parties in oppeo-
sition to the ruling Bharatha Janata Party (B}
cladm the deal benefits the Adani Group,

“Thae homes in Disaravd, often featured in movies
and aeross social media as “poverty porn’, will be
razed, The boys with the phone sit on o cement
bench in front of & butment. Behind them is a wo
man's kargee-thanlife face, palnted bright in
green, yellow, and red, Her hands are folded, with
the words “Shubh labh® (ausplelous wishes and
prrosperity). That ks not how the people in Dharavi
feel thelr future will pan owt though,

“What will hiappen 1o our workshops and the
homes we buble? Wiat will we eat if wie bose our i
welihood?” Ginl Ben says, The boys have no answ
e, “My ancestors moved here from Gujara when
thaere was o bagti (slump, 18 was an empty plece of
lamd with grasses that grew to my helght during
the rains,” she remembers, of the 1950s,

Dharavl was a keltwada (hsherfolk colony) be:
fore people from across the country began to
move lere in the kate 18005, setting up shop under
temparary structures, Ginl Ben siys poiters need
an open space to bake clay products and a work:
shop to craft them in. Her family expanded when
her two sons gor marrled. Now they have two
homes here, next 1o each other, both three-sto:
reyed, with a single room on each Noor, in which

12 family members live,

0 Dharavi's Bumbharwada (potters® colo:
l ny), where the lnes are as narrow as an

What will
happen
toour
workshops
anid e
homies we
Duble? What
il we ca i
we lose our
livelilood?
My
ancestors
moved here
from Gujarat
when there
Witk 1o Mast
(shigm)

GINTIEN
Uiharavi rewident

Dharavi resiclents worry aboat varbous
af thelr lves once the praject plins are finalised:
Will they get new homes in lieu of existing ones?
Where will the homes be? Will these be tempor-
ary o permanent houses? What happens 1o thelr
businesses? Will children drop out of schioel?

Land surveys and the future

SVR. Srindvas, chiel executive officer and officer
on speclal duty, Dharavi Rehabil w Project
(R, which comes under the Mabarashtra Houws-
g ancl Area Development Authority (MHADA),
says, "It is the brownest of brownfield projects. To
e abile o implement this plan, we need to cone
duct a proper survey, and need people to cosper:
ate,” he says, He adds that DRIP ks working on a
plan that will take Dharavikars “directly from
thelr present home to their final home*,

The Dharavi notified area under DRPPL s apr
proximsiely GO0 acres, which includes 45 acnes of
rallwary land located in Kamala Raman Nagar, Ma:
tunga, & couphe of kilometres away. OF the 600
acres, approximately 300 acres will undengo rede:
velopaent. The rest of the area is occupied by the
Mahvkm Navwre Park, Tata Power Divravi Recely:
ing Station, two suburban raitway lines, and an
upcoming sewage water treatment plant.

A teply from DRI to a query filked under the
Right o Information (RTI Act by advocate and o

pottery workshop and home, He wants a better T

Ing space for l'hr [T pmtmlon “We have all the
Y the g

tax and clrclnclly chnrnes Uintil mow no one has

discussed the master plan with us,” he says.

Srinivas explaing the rehabilitation :m‘ There
are three categories of eligibility: people with doc-
umentary prool (voter Identity card, electricity
bill) whe Dave been lving on the ground Noer on
and before Janwary 1, 2000, They are slted 10 get
350 5. 1t homes within 1l!uml free of cost, The

ory 15 people who established homes
In Dharavi from fanuary 1, 2000 until January 1,
2000, They will get 300 sq. it homes outslde Dhara:
wl under the Pradhan Mantd Awas Yojana at 12,5
lakh. The third category consists of residents
whose structures have been in existence from Ja-
maary 1, 2000 until the cut-olf date 1o be declared
by thee Maharashtea government, They will be gi-
wen hormes on nent of hire purchiose,

Resettlement plans
Potters like Hasmukh Narayan Chawla, 40, won-
dher wiiant this will do to the family structure. “Most
houses have an least seven members who live on
buablehing stacks over the utments. If only ground
floor occupants get homes, the rest of the family
will scatter,” he says.

mmcir!t ot untw et inchicde people without

chal activist Sagar Devre reveals that an addi

o, those | et here for many

416 acres, now 4 di ground rech
site, will b given 1o the project after June 2025,
There are 63,983 tenvements in the ares, o per
i biometrie and socio-economic survey thit was
conducted In 200708 by Maharashera Social
Hustuslong el Action League, o Pune-based NGO,
In March this year, the Adand Group began
anotler survey 1o find out the mamber of reshden:
tlal and commercial establishmenis ln the area,
and how many people live and work here, The
survey of aroind 10,000 teneiments on the radl
way Lind ls complete, with houses belng phiysical:
Iy markisd, This |5 the founth survey since 2004,
when the first government resolution wis passed
fior the redevelopment of Dharavi,
Sources say the DRPPL team ks inthe process of
preparing the master plan for the project. Devee
says until the master plan is prepared, there will
e no certalnny about "the number of eligible clr-
zens, the amount of land required, and the loca:
thon of the rehabilitation”,
In Kumbharwada, Ranchod Tank, 57, says his
family owns 2,000 s, 0t of land that includes his

The recycling micra industry s praminent in Dhara, taking in all of Mumbais

WANHE, I MMANL YOS

and those in the frst category lving
i spaces above the ground Nloor, Residents have
other worrbes oo,

Many parts of Dharavi fall in Mumlai’s interma
tonal alrpor’s funnel zone (parts along the run-
way andl paths planes follow while landing and
taking off). So there are helght restrietions on
baalldlings, a8 per the ender document, Which is
iy, add Adanl Group officlals, it ks not feasible 1o
mmlmda:n]l Erharavikars within M,

ki the 16-km j
m.-y 0 Srhlvau': uH’u:I.-In ask about varlous aspects
of the project, A group of seven people, of which
are women, wants 10 know what thelr future

Sarunday, August 24, Ho04
Casnan

analai (kn Tamil Nadu) o sell fowers in Dadar,
Since the talk began e project, not a shige of-
ficial has come to explain it to us, That's why we
decided o move o he says, Other reskdents say
ks the lack of comamumieation from a *higher enti-
Aty that is making them nervous,

Citheen movements

To gt people on board, DRPPL has tried the ‘soft”
approach: they have onganksed a job falr and crick:
et tournaments with prize money up to 21 lakh,
Advocate Rajendra Korde ks the office seeretary of
the Peasants and Workers Party of Indla and foun-
der-coordinator of Dharav Bachao Andolin, a re-
sldents’ group formed in 2004, In his office, an
ageing Ecwarcian-period bulliding, he says this s
all justa ploy to deceive people,

He says as per the Slum Relabiliation Authord-
1y rules, rehabilisation should happen within Dha-
vl “The larger plan s to remove the shum dwell-
ors from Dharavi to different locations and wm
Dbz’ Bancl into an extended BRC (Bandra Kur-
T Complexh and make it a business hab, This Is a
sophisticated land grab plan of the government 1w
Thand over the entire real estate market of Mumbal
o Gautam Adand (chademan of Adani Group).” He
remembers that in 2006, the State government's
Department of Illmmnd added a portion of
BKC to the Dharavai n slopiment plan.

A reply to one of Devee's K1 gqueries on land al
Tocated for twwnships w rehabilitate people re-
vealed thiat DRPPL has asked for at least 1,500
acres outside Dharavi in different locations in
Munrnbak: twio In Mulund, and one each in Dahisar,
Mankhuwerdd, Vikhroli and Ku .ummm;.ll: pns,
others di i s, Adani Gi
sonis clalim the reguired land for rehabilitation is
1,000 acres, of which 540 hive been identified.

I Mary, Watchdog Foundation, a cltzens® group
from Mumbal, wrote to Chiel Minlster Eknath
Shinde and the Munielpal Corporation of Greater
Murmbal ridsing concerns over lemporary rehabil
dtatlon For Dharavi residents on salt pans. Advo-
cate Godirey Mmenta, representing |1n- clilzens

the emvir

will be. “My house collapsed during the

1 was promised a MHADA house (3 complex being
developed by the government within Dharav that
s still not up). This was five years ago,” says Roshe
an Shalkh, in her 405, She wonders whether she
makes the cut to get housing within the locality,

Al eligible people with commerclal tenements
that are non-polluting will get space within Dhara:
wi, says Srinivas, acding that there are some terms
and condithons based on the stee of the establish-
went, with some getting it for free and others hav.
Ing o pary an adadivional sum.

In Dharwi's Chamda Bazar Qeather market),
considered a polluting industry, Shabbir Shalkh,
36, runs his family's leather factory, where pro-
duets are manufbctured and exported. “We are
not againgt development, but it should not be at
the cost of losing our livelihood and homes, D
ravi aloge generates o revenue of $I00 IJIIIIhzn ev-

Hroup,
“The |:mpuwd rehabiliathon on salt-pan L pos-
ws significant risks and could be detrimental to the
safety and well-being of Mumbalkars due 1w il
lanned development,” e says.

Devre says two major rehabilitation projects of
projectatfected people (PAP) are coming up In
Mulund East. An RTI response shows that 18,1
acres will be allotted ere and many will be moved
Into the 7439 wnements In the area, he says,
“These projects will sdd pressure on civic and oth-
wr amendties in Mulund East” he says,

In July, residents of Mulund, Kurla, and Dharind
fTormed a group to demand clriey on the project.
The same month, hundreds from Mulund staged a
protest against shifting of project-affected families
o the areq, with placards that read, "Dhsmiss PAP
profect”, Save Muluwnel’, "No-PAT - No Dharavi’,

Sayyed Sajid All, 44, owns a factory that pro-

ery year because of the small and micro

Bere. I wee are rehabilitated to another area, the
workers and our workshops will suffer a loss.” He
ks worrbed about being pushed inte poverty,

The firse tannery was set up kn Dharavi in 1887,
when people migrated from Tamil Nadu, iccord-
Ing 1o Re-Dharavi, o collaboration that suggested
Kuidedines for redevelopment of shums,

Before the unseitling feeling overtook [Mharavl,
florist Pervmal Kumar, 50, sold his ancestral home
Bere. His Eamily of five now lives in o rented hue
ment i Dharavi as thelr new one in a slum in Slon,
500 metres away, is under construction. “Genera:
thons sggo, my Candly moved here from Tinmanna:

wuces for export 1o African countries,
“Our entire life ks centroed around Bandra and Ma-
T, 1 we are displaced, we will have to stan from
seratch, Children might drop out of school™

A DRPPL spokesperson says after the project
secures chearance from all government depart:
mients, rehabilitation and reconstruction will rake
seven years, However, the tender document says
this will take 17 years,

Abdul Hakeern, 65, another garment producer,
sy, "My home and factory that | built with my
sawings will be demalished. It will ke years o re-
evebop Dharav. By thar time many of us will die;
we will never move back home.”

Amn



arendra Modis visit to Ukraine was
ve a balaneing aet than a peace eflnt
s bx weeks after his visht to Moscow, Prime

Misster Narendra Modi's trip o Kylv and
seting with Ukrainian President Volody
myr Zelenskyy on Friday was kirgely seen as an
exercise in balancing India’s position on the Rus-
shoeUkraine war, Since Russia first invaded Uk-
raine in February 2002, India has malmalned a
undquely distant position from the war: abstain:
irige fromm all resolutions at the United Natbons that
ealy with the conflict and were c!ll!c’ﬂ ol ituseu.l
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The annual accusation of board exam mark inflation

chool beards in India are often acoused
of Inflating the marks of students in
classes 10 and 12 in the board
examinations, The uswal evidence
provided for this acousaion that is levelled is the
h pass percentages in the board examinations,
There are nearky 42 boards conducting board
examinations for classes 10 and 12, The combined
pass percentage of students n class 10 was 85%
while the piss percentage in cliss 12 was 82% in
2023, Beshdes, the percentige of students
securing more than GO% marks was around G1%
I ehass 10, aned S6% for cluss 12, Most of the
marks clustering at the higher level ks known as
mark compression, the twin sister of mark
Inflation. Mark inflation and mark compression
not only undermine he creclibility of our
lom system but also hamper the prospecis

Inclia i il thons,
on payments for oll imports and defence hard:
are from Russia, and did not aceept Mr, Zelen:
skyy's requests 1o Include Ukralne in the G20
summit last year or 1o send a high-level politeal
participation to the Swiss peace summit in June
this year. India®s disapproval of Russia’s actions
was instead couched in the language of peace, all
af cold comfort for Ukralne, which was seeking a
chear abignment with its couse, and deeply eritical
of Mr, Modi's Moscow visic, That Mr, Madi made
the vlsitatall, the first by any Indian Prime Minks-
u-r ince Ukraine's independence in 1991, is sig:
and Is belng watched for signals of any
mrum' change in India's policy on the war, During
Hiks short visit, the two beaders discussed the con-
Mict, and later visited a memorial for children
Killedt in the war, Unlike other international lead-
ers visiting Kylv since 2022, Mr. Modi did not
et with any war casialties or nfured soldiers
and civilians, The two sides signed agreements
on coaperation in agriculture, culture, medical
and for ¢ y develop
ment projects. The leaders did not, however,
speak of progress on other eutleoked lssues, in-
cluding a strategic partnership, or supplies of te-
Tecam and medical infrastrucire, and constnic
tlon equipment that Ukraine has requested.

The broader question around the vish was
whether Inca would now play a larger role in re-
solving the conflict which Includes an idea pro-
pounded by Kylv for another summit in Novem:
Ber, Mr, Modi has also becomie one of a landfil of
workd leaders, from Indonesia, Tirkiye, South
Arca aned Humgary, to have visited Kytv and Mos-
cow, and, hence, in o position to reach out to
Both with peace ltatives, A a leader of the Glo-
Bl Sounth, Dncllin has a stake in ensuring that the
impact of the war in Europe and sanctions do not
continue to lmperil the developing and under-de-
vebopind rutions. However, New Dielli lus thus far
nod shown an Interest in more than passing mes-
sages when required, sending officlals 1o Doha
and Birgenstock when invited to attend peace
dialogues, and encouraging the two parties to
deal directly with each other, Unless that under-
standing of India's interest changes, it would
e Mr, Modi's visic follewed form, bt did not
fundamentally move the needle on the global
peace effort. Nor did the substance greatly out-
welgh the symbolism of the much-awaived visit.

Soren vs Soren
Champai Soren seems keen on
defeating Hemant than on winning

ormer Jlarkhand Chiel Minlster Champual

Soren's exit from the Jharkhand Muki

Morcha OMM) follows a familiar pattern,
He was the trusted lieotenant who was hand-
plcked by party supremo Hemant Soren 1o be his
placeholder in his absence. That act of high trust,
or political gamble, soon deteriorated into a mis-
match of expectations of lovalty and rewards
from baoth sides. Champai has been a veteran of
tribal mobllisation [n fharkhand and has played
second fiddle to Shibu Soren and his son Hemant
Saren, the former and current Chiel of

of students, as they are not adeguately prepared
For higther education or the job market. The
clameur for entrance examinations for higher
education emanates from this perceived mark
Inflation and mark compression,

Varfations across boards
Tin 2023, 1,55 crove students appeared for the cliss
12 examination, while 185 crore students
appeiared for the class 10 examination, The
variation In pass percentages across boands is not
Teigh. At the same time, the varistion n the
percentage of students scoring more than GO% Is
widhe across school boards, In both the secondary
and higher secondary examinations, proportions
of stuclents securing more than GO% marks were
lower than the natlonal average In Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashira, the other north-castemn States,
Oulisha, Uttar Pradesh, Untarakhand, and West
Bengal, Does this mean, o i comj ibe seale,
that students in other States performed better
thiun students in these Stares? OF course not, This
s because there s no comparable scale 1o
measiire the relative sceademie credentlils of
studlents certified by different boards, However,
questions remain, Do the boards indulge in the
practice of Inflating marks o varying degrees?

M.lrkmﬂ;le Enflaion in llll‘.' schol o

fones b v e 1. In

every country, academics and public Illlt‘llﬂlll.ll.\
point out the markgrade inflatdon in schools and
argue for corrective measures, Marks are

R, Srinlvasin

Meniber, $tate
Planning Commision,
Tamil Nady

Dyral

Profewsor,
Management Studies,
Bila Institute of
Technology and
Schonce, Pilani (BITS
Piland), Bubal

The
examination

suipposed o reflect a student's academi
knvowhedge and skills, Usually, the school board
examination marks are compared with those of
some standardised tests conducted a1 the
national leveel to prove mark inflation in the board
exambnations, We have a few natlonal-level tests
stich as thie Mational Ellgibility cum Entrance
Test, Jolnt Entrance Examination and the
Common University Entrance Test that eliss 12

students appear for, Such tests are not conducted |

eeosyELen s n
need of
transparency
anul
aceountabiliny
as well as
ool nedin
systeim

1o evaluate o student’s knowbedge n a subject as
I was taught as in the preseribed currioulum by
the school boards, Instead, It s an elimination
process Lo select students with high scores in that
test for admisskon in specliic higher educational
programmes. Kot all students who appear for the
cliss 12 board examinations appear for these
nationil-level entrance tests, Students undergo
speckal coaching classes to secure high scores in
these competitive examinations, These tests fall
s benchmarks for any comparison of
educational standards across States.

Thee Nathomal Councll of Educational Besearch
and Tradnbng (INCERT) conducts a standardised
test for most of the clisses every year including
cliss 10 class bit not for classes 1§ and 12, The
tests are conducted as a part of National
Achbevement Survey (NASH for a umule of it few
thousand students in every district in 1
country, This s a stansdard test, and the NCERT
uses ‘lem Response Theory' o statistically
estimute the scores of each student In five
subjects, Le., English, math, schence, social
nguige. Though it is a
ucly, s academle
characier 15 overwhelming o deduce any policy
supgestion,

There is lintle scope 1 nect the

that specify question formats and expected
answers, Students’ guldebooks should be
published on how learming owtcomes are tested
and marks awardhed In an exambnation, There
shouled be examples. The process of standardising
question papers by teachers should be done in
confidence, The entire process of question paper
setting, printing and disteibution should be
codified, and standard operating procedunes
should be pubdished,

The process of the printng of answer books,
distribution and collection should also be
codified, and a sell-correcting audit process
should be followed. Partial automation of the
valuation of answer scripts — that Is, scanning
and online evaluation of answer scripts = should
b ensuered 5o that ervars (other than judgmental
errors) bn evaluathon are completely avolded in
thie awarding of marks. Every student should
hawve Bres aecess (o answer seripts after the
pubslication of results and have a chianee g apply
for revaluatlon for a nominal fee. A transparent
and eredible exambnation system shoubd reduce
the scops for revaluation.

Need for transparency
There should be a transparent process of

scores of stucents with the currlculum design of
different boards and eficlency of schools among
other factors that inifluence teaching and lea
In schools, The NAS also fails to serve as a
benchmark for studying the possible mark
inflation effered by school boards, Continuous
annual exerckses such as NAS with contl 15

Ay marks for difficultirrelevant wrong
questbons. Along with the publication of results,
thie mimutes of the meeting of the board of
examiners should be pubilished. The board of
examiners should explain the adequacy of the
question paper in terms of measuring bearming
outcomes, the level ar:ﬂllhuhy of questions, and
the deckslons on Jeration mearks,

Improvements in assessment instruments and
marking systems should help in undesstanding
the differences in teaching and learning across
Stites and by amending the educational
processes in States,

Thowgh comparable and independent
assessment tiests are not avadlible, the high pass
percentages and hilgh proportions of siedents
securing more than G0% marks in the board
examinations are enough to mke one believe
that mark inflation and mark compression are in
v sl that this warrants improvements o
make the examination system credible.

The pubilication of the marksheet should be in
twio formats, The first format should have only
thee actual mark awarded out of the maximum
iark for each subject and the aggregate mark,
The second format should have the standardised
scores in each subject and the aggregare of the
standardised scores, The standardised scores are
statistieal estimates of murks bn each subject,
based on the distribution of marks Gverage and
standard deviation), and the levels of difficulty of
the questions based on the students” aggregate
ability to answer susch questions. There are
several statisteal rechniques, and the board may
decide on a technlogue and publish this before the
commencentent of the examination.

Jised seores will remove mark inflation

The high stakes in the board for
Doth soclety and students caninot be dismbssed.
Therefore the boards showld be accountable 1o
society and 1o every student, The opague board
examination systent is the root cause of all the
prolibems. Thi cover of secrecy should not gve
scope for wrongdolngs.

The processes, right from question paper
setting o marking systems and the publication of
results, should be transparent. Question paper

setthng should be automated with clear guidelines |

and such scores are comparalle 1o the scores of
students in other boards as well over different
yeaTs,

The perception that school boards indulge in
thie practice af mark inflation and mark
compression is not without sirong evidence,
Transparency and accountability that are backed
by i grood anacki system should make our school
Dired examination systems credibsle and devold
of mark inflation and mark compression,

The road to 2047 for Indian agriculture

nalia's centenmial year of independence is still

away, In 2047, but the goal of becoming a

developed nation looms large, Achieving this
reqquires o significant increase in per caphta Gross
Mational Income (GNI) to about six times the
currenit level, This necessitates o comprehensive
development approach, especially in agriculture,

Transforming Indian agriculnre depends on

adopting sustainable practices thut ensure
long-term productivity and environmental health,
Precision farming, genetically modified crops,
and achvanced Irrigation technigues such as drip
and sprinkler systems are leading this
transformathon, For instance, the Pradban Mantrl
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMESY) has covered 78
laka hectares, promoting wateruse efficiency
throuigh micro-rrigation, The scheme's 293,068
crore allocation for 202126 underscores the
povernment’s commitment to sustainable water

the State, respectively, all his life. When Hemant
reslgned a8 the Chilel Minister on January 31,
2024, minutes before he was arrested by the En-
forcement Directorme on charges of corruption,
Champal ook over the relns, It was a bold and
decent move on the part of Hemiant to choose &
party veteran instead of a family member,
wstially happens in such situations, but, perhaps,
it was too good to last. As soon as he was released
o ball b June by the High Court, after spending
nearly five months in jail, Hemant wanted 1o be
back in the saddle, Champai's removal turmed
out to be abrupt, and he found it humiliaging, He
had wielded power as the chief executive for the
first time and expeeted 1o be treated more res-
pectfully by his leader,

The MM, like most parties in India, is con-
trofled by one leader or family, and there s litle
room for the separate ambitlons of individual
leaders, Champal himsell has played that g
for a long time, but after being the Chiel Minister,
e thought a tipping polnt had been reached. Ex-
ternal fietors wo may have played a role in his
declsion, While Champal eried of “bitter humilia:
tion™ by Hemant, Hemant insinuated that Cham-
pal was being lared by the Bharatiya Janata Party
ABIPY. The BIP is pushing hard for a politeal re
ourn In Jharkhand where elections are due soon,
Ts strategy Is 1o fragment the tribal vote and con-
solidate the nonribal vote in bts favour while in-
cliting resentment among the trilsal comomunities
agninst Muslims. To this end, the BIIP ks arguing
that in its absence, the State has undergone un-
checked changes in fts demography. And, as a
comnter, the JMM has questioned the BIFs intent
in delaying the 2020 Census, further ;u:ll!n,uﬁu.-
onus of checking “Infilrators™ squarely on th
Centre, Champal has not completely revealed Ills
plans - he might oat a party of his own or join
thee BIP, Either way, his role in the Assembly polls
will Hkely work 1o the advantige of the BJP,
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1I‘I:||J s agriculural sector fces challenges,

Vinigg climate chargge, lind degradation, and
marlmr :rcms Issues, The Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Eilma Yojana (PMEFBYY, introduced In 2006,
provides financial assistance for crop losses. With
A9 erore furmers enrolled and claims totalling
owver £145 lakh crore, the scheme Is a cormerstone
of agriculural risk management,

The Electronic National Agriculture Market
(eNAMY, Luanched In 2006, lntegrites existing
markets throwggh an ebectronic platform, By
Seprember 2023, 1,361 mandis had been
Integrated, benefiting 1,76 million Girmers and
recording trade worth $2.88 Likh crore. This
It pproves market access and ensures
better price realisation for farmiers,

An imbalance
Dbt aggricultiene engoging nearly 46% of thi
workforee, agriculiune’s contribution 1o GDP is
about 18%, highlighting a stark imbalance, If
current growth trends continue, this disparity
will worsen: while overall GDIP has grown at 6.0%
armually since 199192, agricubiural GDP lags at
33%, Under the Narendrn Modi asdministration,
overall GOP growth was 5.9%, and agriculiure
grew ot 3.6%. However, this is insufficlent for a
!.umb.‘rm so critical to the natlon's soclo-economic
abric,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The khadi revolution Minister Narendra Modi, The
I wirite this letter as the anticle, “The “livery of India's
Chairman, Khadi and Village | Irecdom’ s under threat™

Industries Commission,
Government of India, Once

symbalic under Congress It has levelled falsehoods.

rule, khadi has been Under Mr. Modi, khadi sales

revitalised undar Pime have soared five-fald,
= &

(Editorial page, August 20],
has criticised its rosurgence,

with the National
Councll of Apphied
Econcmic Research
(NCAER), Mew Dedhi

]
Sanjib Pohit
with the National
Council of Apphiod
Econaimic Research
(NCAER], Mew Dethi

There are

Ty 2047, agriculture's share in GEHP might
shrink 1o 7%-8%, yet, it could still employ over
300 of the workforee if significant structural
changes are ot Implemented., This indicates that
merely maintaining the current growth imjectory
will not suffice.

The expected 7% overall GOP growth for
200324 is promising. However, the agri-GIs
anaemic growth of O.7%, primarily due to
unseasonal raing, Is alarming.

Further, according 1o United Natkons
prajections, India’s populition is expected 1o
veach 1.5 billion by 2030 and 1.59 billion by 2040,
Following the agricalural challenges, meeting the
Toex] requirements of this burgeoning population
sl be miperative, With an estimated
umndllllrveLml:h:il:y of fosod m 0,45, Il!l' dum.md

International Year of Millets in 20, 1m||0lln¢:
coarse grains, both d ally and
intermationally,

‘The Agriculture Infrastrucmre Fund, with a 21
Inkh crone financing facility, supparts the
development and modermnisation of post-harvest
manigement infrastructure, Within three years,
over 38,326 projects have been sanction
rrobilising E30,000 crore in the agricultural
infrastructure sector, These projects have created
employment for more than 58 Lkh individuals
and improved farmer incomes by 2006-25%
through better price realisation.

Moreaver, the Survey of Villages and Mapping
with Improvised Technology in Village Areas
(SVAMITVA) Inktiative aims to ensure transparent
pmr-.-ﬂymr.-mﬂlllpln rural areas. As of

for food i 1 to grow by aj y
2.85% annually, considering the populnllnn
growth rate of 0.85%,

Inelia‘s real per capita income increased by 41%
Froom 200102 1o 2021-22 and 18 projected 1o

2023, over |6 crore property carnds
Il:m- beens generated, enhancing bind security
and faciating credis access for farmers,
Strategle planning

accelerate further, » the

elasticity post-2023 ks anticipated mlx- bower,
correlating a 5% rise in per capita expendiure o

4 2% growth in demand, The antieipated food
emand will vary among commodinles, with meat
demand growing by 5.42% and rice demand by a
mere (0.34%,

T acdress these challenges, rathonalising focd
and fertiliser subsidies and redirecting savings
rowards agricultural research and development
Enmovation and extensfon services are cruclal,

Some Inltiatives

Several initiatives have been rolled out to bolster
Farmer prosperity and sustalnabbe agricultural
growth. The Pradhan Mantrl Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAND, launched in 2009, dishurses
26,0000 anmually o farmers In three Instalments,
This seheme has already be o] wver 118 crore
Larmers, offe heneeded Ananclal support.
Another erivieal iniiative, the Soil Health Card
(SHC) sehere, alms to opthmise soll nutrlent use,
thereby enhancing agriculiural prodictivity, Over
2% crore SHCS have been distributed, providing
Farmers with erucial insights inwo soll health and
natrent managerment.

several
challenges but
Also

oy 5

reaching 11,55 lakh crore in
24, Artisan wages have
imcreased by 150%, and
employment in the sector
has grown by 43.65%. The
“Har Ghar Tiranga Abhiyan”
boosted khadi Mag sales by
over 1,100%, It is false to

The § also ch lomed the

say that khadh artisans ang

success of khadi now rivals
major brands, Mr. Modi's
pramotion of khadi, from
wearing it himsell to

s 2.

advocating it globally,

work of khad) artisans and
their robe in India's
self-reliance movement. Thie
khadi revalution will

e e s strateglc for
agriculiure, leading up 10 2047, foouses on several
key areas: antbeipated future demand for
agricultural products, insights from past growth
catalysts, exksting challenges, and potential
opportunities in the agricultural lindscape,
Projections inclicate that the toal demand for
Fowsel grmins in 204748 will mnge from 402 million
tonnes to 437 million tonnes, with production
anticlpated to exceed demand by 100 15% under
the Business-As-Usual (BAU) scenario,

However, to meet this demand sustainalily,
significant Imvestments In agricultural research,
infrastructure, and policy support are reguired,
The Budget for 2024-25, with an allocation of 120
Lakh erore for targeted agricultwral credit and the
Laumehs of the Agriciliure Aceelerator Fund,
highlights the government's proactive approach
1o fostering agricultural innovation and growth,

The road to 2047 presents both challenges and
opportunities for Indian agriculiuee, By
embracing sustalnalde practices, leveraging
technological innovations, and implementing
strategle Inftiatives, India can enhance farmer
Incomes, meet the food demands of s growing
population, and achieve inclusive, sustalnable
development,

continue under Mr. Modi's

underpaid and that contrasts with the Congress | leadership,
LOvEIMmEnt procurement party's earlier neglect. The Manaj Kumar,
has declined. The global article anly attacks the hard | New Dl
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A thought for today

Viatence targely a male pastinme, cultures har empower
swonrtert feetd ro smove away froi doifieation of vieleee

STEVEN PIRKER

Kyiv-Moscow
Thet India con talk to both warring nadions is important

odi’s engagements with Zolenskyy started with o solemn
Mﬂwnt that “henoured” tho “childron taken by Russion
apgresston” ns Kylv shared the palns of the war, and Now
Delhi stood In solidarity with s sulToring, Doring Modl's July visit to
Muoscow, severoly eriticised by Zelenskyy Russin had bombed o child-
ren's hospital n Ulieadne, Modl's Ky v visit bs historic’ not only because
it was o flrst by an Indlan PM, but also because it reemphasisos New
Delbd’s teadition of non-alignment, carvled forwand by political leader
ahibp, inkod slowly nnd steadily by foreign services, bureaueracy
Power to talk | Zolenakyy alsoachleved s
political goal with Ukraine's sucoessful mill-
tary Incursion Into Ruasin’s Kursk early Auy
anthe heelsol s forelgnminkstersend-July
visit to Bedjing to discuss end-ofwar talks. [t
servedd It military purpose - Kuesk 18 from
where Rusala sustains s froops inskde
Ukrnkne. 1t 1s also o celobrated site - n 194,
Soviet forces defeated Nazis inon crucial
battle, Putin observed the anndversiey of that batthe by visiting Kursk
st year; Analysts argue thit the embarrassmont to Putin over Ukraine
taleingover Kursk borritory which Russian forees have flled to reclaim,
strenpthens Zelonakyy s positlon in any end-war negotiations.
Wilking peace | Zolenskyy's nggression and abillty to sustiln
the na!:tmm‘ b oo matter of pride for Ukralnlans. Russin hos sent
ps into Uk raine despite (s bombast that only volunteers and
el will bean battlefields, Both countrles have patd dearly in
Fives bost, Bt wiors don't peterout, They are foreed an end, Now Delhi
s o than establishied s intentton and ability o roain politieal
el iscorion e this with Moscow, desplte West s frowndng, and with Kyiv,
Indin sooks deepor bilateral tes with the roglon’s democracies - the
Four Molls signed In Ky = testament to that vislon, For a eountry
demtroyed, roconstruction need not wait for war to end, When end-of-

wnr' s explored, Indin will be there for both warring nations.

Working 9 to 5...

And disconnecting afterwards i

1t always heavenly

personnl houwrs away from it This binary ife feels lke anclent

Onm\ upor & thime we spent working hours In the ofTlee and

history because that's how transformative the smartphone

and thin the pandemic huve beo

has been emancipated, o go wh
gotten shackled to §t 2467, Hence the

Tinn ks to these two, the worksite
e you will, You, in turn, have
growing, worldwide cry for

the elght to disconmeet, to lgnore work calls, messages and omnils

atitalde of working hours,

Austenlin his beco
o omshrine it in low, Franee was tho frst,
Nattawtlement, Japan, at the other extrome,
Tos noword fordeath from overwork, Karosfl,
Ewveryone clocking out at 40 hours o week
nnd taking all the vacation o which they
areentitled, is un

More generally, common sense says i shoubd depe
Someone who works at the intersection of multiple time zone

i tha lnfoest country

e there,
ol on thie jol

g inabl

axampbe, con't deliver thelr KRAs dolng @ to 5. Then too, as Dolly Parton

sings, dolng n % 1o 5 job where you'
R e IOV b IV Yol S P

Iaeddesr™ is nobody s dream either
amorigh during the ofT
o hollday o mnt

huve (o work to live, But ou

Lol work ha
b e, Bt

e Just "o stop on the bossman's

whillea fobs you luv will eat into
Hro, workers are not shaves, We

indfulness about the Kind of work:life

budanes we desive will only serve ws well, If we actually have cholees.

Duty Of Beauty

Western women's sithouettes have changed.. bt
not the constant pressure to look good

lowingg raellonet lve corsats

Lasnel s Smming plils

el bt hedd giargerios With
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it by, mockaty alio INSIEUCE Woinien
b place all hope s haippiaess i hile
apparatice, AN The Rage: Starles
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& !IJIIII(|I\ll|l'fl|¢\]’l'|wl1'll L rvid 16,
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wocinl change. Ad lati ms the m kil 19th
coniiry, upperolass fonale bodied in
Ehir Wit ware seunstied mied inpicdse
el by w compley infra of eringllnes
and corsots, baodioes and gartors
And yot., hiddon from aight, the bodios
wore honest, Fol or
thin didn’t meatter,

i umuu

Farly foaninist diess
1 meveInent wis
it ety - bo
wocial nnd palitical
Curmlwrsomme garmenis
wore seon as n delibe
il restralint cronted

P

ly Vit

hypocrisy ran high:
wornen waere told 1o
cover wp, but porn o
urished, female nudes
wore in

ek el w llIJIIIll‘ The
wendor - binary  wis
i I women and

aniel ot iooans gave women a
dramatle Sshape, corsets gripped
tighter, Body halr wios consldens)
Freakialy i o warmnn. M
by fermnle w
beauty Brokn - work and execoise wore
dinouraged nimg women

Moanwhile bn Inda, Jina
dini Tagore found o way 1o we
with Europonnstyle b
Jachits, nllow ing Wlgher caste wimen
tomppear o gaibilie, I England, white
wonen mplved o leok ke rosobuds
Thewe wos il clives mniloty; weaking
class women wore o FEE ted nst 1o
bt thases (e feathers

Bkt by the Inte 19ih contury, diet,
surgery and tech ¢ ol tha pleture
to refishion women's appearan
Pletsirepostearsls  of - prefisbonn)

haminy
sarls

mindfield

boatitbes Moodod the market - 1 U8,
o G ibson Gl defined the loal, Tt
o o ko veriuring Indo iports
i e her g chimnger wis
0 U, Ui B
eipatind Wi, ™ wrote ano panbcked
vommentator Women fnally had
b Bogs, wuurluu knlekorisockirm,

wement For women's sul
penking: netivisia vandall
prodonting obpoct ifleation.

sullragette Teaders pubdloksed thelr
entise while wenreing statoment hats
s psthik. Duringe WWIL80% of th
warlcloree was femnle, nvd they slmply
Tl 1wk Eronsers.

Postwir workd browght back both
e pursiilt ol fesming
ity amid tsis rofuctlon
of 1. Women's faces
were i up by olectr)
ity - enbor 1w malke-

g s, Clinon
ldols  Beougthl  them
W mirngsof perfec

ton fochiso, Hemlines
Tl rhson, wialsts
dropped.  The  Dody
Ideal  changed.  The
i nidexd
woman 1o e angulng

seck and sexy - un
leahing mnxkety on o
i weale. The Wysone
oot it
nalisod nw dioting In
LS, Deaity  prgeants
Derggaan, wommen Lning

16630, wammen

Adter WWIL new beomis emerged:
Birkightte Tardod fn @ bikiol, Marilyn
Blonroe teading e for dinmonds
Dewign houises Ve Dior aned Balmain,
ngnzines and photegraphs made s
e moslels dhe new leans, The nose
of Tembnine beauty Hghtened thiough
||1|~|Ih T wessinn yoars, boady lnml Wity

eround. boauty ur
shiw dlivorse Images. And yel, the
synthetle fmages peddled ono sscinl
meedbn, ihe tempation of cosmetic
procedures, wro plsonll arcund us

Mimy Do bwanes Baned dhe Juxury oF
bekryg Inelifferent 1o their own bodjes.
Forhaps, th book says, womn shoulb)
sy alm slmply for the copagity o
vepoct thisde Bosdios s functiomal ondl
Bhers Lt Darwsat e, eligest, el and think.
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A (Pre)History Of Violence

Understand the roots of mufm:},‘twswu] Empower women to counter it

Rupa Sengupta

Mlen enn b macl, bud and :lul\w-rruux'
100, Soslderd I
hNLl Al anche i 197, Ly b I'|"l|ll|)|1\
nemsbted book  Sisters n Crime
Worean's sl pation, she declired,
afforded o newly-"virilised sisterhood
mrcess o IIqunmmru opportunities, ‘vieknco-oriented'
Wi *oni
'|1P|II g alTemalbng, sormetliing traditbonally
linked o poverty and choked avenues, Had freor,
sartor, botterofl women tueed deviant in droves,
erb woitldn'etil e bayn-heayy cluls,
Tar Lt lesnilall e g,
Il bmvgg proper iy il white eatlar offenoes, But

yiolent erima's thedr bosthon: armed robberey, organised
nkirder. Woren are mostly self.
ool

erime, soxunl assil
defenslvely violont: globally, awround Finn oy
iyl 1o sexual violenee in
cotmprise 1% of homicide victims, mole itimate part
nrim o Bmaky bl over Tive womons glrsevery hour
Prison population ratlos refloct erlme's v
[ mabes conmtitite i J
% ), Uhes Arerieas B,
W a0 massive, evon e g
*thesls - bwmen ot odf wormen - can't
explain 1. BExpectedly, hmprlsoned violent offemle
arvaverw halmingly
Why has male agiress
nrl:l. m-ml milbous, with men antclnssing wanen in
o Msticulfing ng!
v wchiolrs oty ane sginession's gonder skew 1o
“artire (enltre nod “naduee’ thiology b Soclalisation’,
they clalm, erects o man-woman ineey" toughensd
ialve, cowd-down girks;
boaile formale homemakors.
Feamimdn it
Iner' iy,
and Darwin & Co dubs them 'inferior’, Pathologise’
cy, aid women become eontrollabie,
agigreasion, and thire's your not

v arg valid, Soft-podalling male
viE |h~n|\' L't Socloty shapes peaple, indisputably. But,
nthye payod I:.-I:uglnl Stoven Pliskor says, peophe
mren't ' hlink slates'
thinking 1 eulture distinetion’, philo
ud ith Buthor rightly soys ‘biological and soctul
et in embodled e’ (Who's Afraid of
| BO3), Yit, concerning vialone gomder
thoarist Inm|.|\|| il orggani
satlon of..masculine damiinatkn’, noed so much Boh:
andblood moen, Butler capaa fombcidal actof brother:
hoad ", wet wugieats violonee - both consplratorial ||r|l|
Lan't ‘mnle or mascal
NYTY. Butler rightly suggests all men aren’t
(Whe's Afmid..), yet - reducing many fominksts’
Towr of nasanll to porano bl ponis-xstion - seemingly
forgets most Enpists ane men,
Crithquing oo inflexibly culturalisg “rope-is-not

Al aoy doctrir
‘bl i dogm,
{The Hlank State,
e hire, Cini
il s el | 1"
aren’t sy put
‘Innmte clreulivy”
Jaliia {3 o
evoluthon was afoot Jumg bifore ‘culty

A to anthropolagist Richard Wranglum,
shock wory of Killer aped in e wild indicated
‘oxtren Tolomon wansn'bos s ivaly luman, engendorod
by intedlbgencs or cualtves { Oemanie Maoles, 10965, Field
stundbod climps s H-too hurman: ‘make-Bendod,
putrblineal ki groups’ vald ing, eliminating outsders
A 2008 wiudy, "Thee phylogenet e roots of hupsan lsthal
Vholenes' (Nafurel, suggests human intorporsonil
wholonoe down e npes, refloct ing peimate belayiour,
owod partly s o o Wit
eully — mnal eapecinlly - violond mamimnlln gmnplnu
Soelality and territorislity scemingly abettod this
Inharited propensity for intra-spocion killing

c soxual peloction, evolullonists say muls
ropraductive  stratoglos  undergied AR |0s
ggressbon: g competition, status-secking, sexual
didventurism, Bt note; emphosiaing women's avolu
tionary jour ney, fom i scholors dobunleed Darwin's

Pinkor carrectly dimgnoses
edern denial of Buman natur
20021 He makes three polnts of

arent brwdlstingulstabile, Tw
encilturation roquires the
Three, violence's prehistario roots,
consins’,

andracantrie fdan of ‘pugnacious’ males outshining
‘eoy’, it selective Femake. Anthropslogisl S
Hrdy spotlightod fomals mgons
competition for rosoureos,
progamintie promiscodty Evalutlonary peyehologist Anse
Camphell projected rishovesion ying allve’ - Ak
Bardnosed maternal ivestnent n ofspelng sury (val,
Evolutfonary peyeliobog sts Margo Wikson suwl Martin
Daly fmously appliod sexual soloe theary to m
M wernvomme’s Flalanlcing, stius-compelitive,
erkme e ru-li erane b young mslulis, espoekally
U underelass, Thin clisale homielderolatesd study
(1004 examines how reproductivee prossiuces of aocial
roothosanoss cronte a sonse of precarious manbood,
esouking behiy lour,
Evolutionary blelogist Carnbe Hooven calls testos.
ferone sexunl selection’s Tando o
Wlready 130 Hanes those of womin,
ke 0-fold e pubirty, dipplng - slgnifeantly - with
futherhood and agelng. Her book 70 The Stry of
Testosterame CARL puts multidiselpl i [iaR on hivw
Uk see-differentinting soro y
mmneail inises b and
g for T ' IV nEg resslon's ubigiibous
‘gendered pattern’, downploying the biology of violenos
Iyt sochudly benefleinl,
weerning wex and gonder, nature or nuriie
X ® bulni |-':n||n||1|-u says onelogint
Turned on (or

Blehihnriin Mukl
O, O At g 1Y, |1L~I<'rml.nml:ulll'ml'
sexunl onatomy - the “binary’, Dol o “genodbevelop
mental casende’, with lower-vankesd genes assimilating

envbeonmental {and otherbeues, Informs gendoern
Coneorning agireskon, controversial ‘warrior genos’
rosoirel binplieates o neiiremurtural ‘gene = onyiron
ment’ [ink: eish-carry ing MADA varinnis plas paychio
noelal stroasors Hke childhood ¢ on warface, te
Iriel M
w dnwvent wiret Or by it quxlwh\-‘l i of hun
gatheror nntiguity? Elther way, war's o sex-typical male
stabned by muilitacistie masoulinity's

rightsconscious women aren't dupes of some ‘hetoro
normat ve' world consplency, Norareall mon ngensss (v,
vk il lilley insgincts,
Tborut the croative cooparation anthropologist Agustin
Fuentos threlossly highligl
py  selontists justh
1I.u|icz-| slde rocognised, seeking effoct iv
ano proseribod remody ia ot
nnkion, wist roas-bordors Al

dimermbodded b combot sexinm
1o b men's equal, They n grow fangs to prove
Wi mrengths, Rather, women should celebrenbe what
THENE Wt e empet it e, compiasionate, eollabiorm:
o prone wnd waraverse - the Hfe-afficming
angels’ of human nature,
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How Does Ukraine See India? In 3 Different Ways

First, Kyiv wants to understand New Delhi's position. Second, Kyiv wants to figure out
New Delhi's motivation. Third, Kyiv is grateful for the very fact of Modi's visit

Rudroneel.Glosh @tmesalindia.com

Adrerakd sirens Warsd varly in the
marnling in Kykv ovon as Modl made
s woy 1o the Ukenlnlan coplia) by
train froan Poland, A grim reminder
that Ukealne vory much romolng o
wnrgoni, modwhthstan I

oy
= Tt Mo renclsd N\'I\' i Ukrealne's

natlonal Nag day - also o day beford s independence
wins more gym bolic than nny moessige thist Putin
wins trying bo sonad across by feing balllsthe missiles ai
Ukrabnlan clilos,

o gratefulness | The Ukraininn respons to
Ahe fiewt by ashitiogg Inddan FM o indepondent
Uk olichied theeo ineds of ronctions. Firsd, there
win genii e eviebosiiy about India's position on the
wint, Aolonshyy miy have beistlod ot Modi hugglng
Putln bast month in Mascow while Rissban miss(les
atruck the lavgest childioai's hospital in Kyl bii
Uhkrnbinlans are alss dscovering that the world s o
comiplicated plies,

Fniroponi support for Ukening comes (i miltljple
whaiden, Hungary s Viktr Orban's reluctant support i
woll known, Gormany profosses Tull support but s
Arndbiul of its busiisess Interssts, Thi Bl states am
it Vol iferons i thele support. Thit os Ulistidan
indoperident MP' Laryvwa Bilogie put 1, the altle
ALt 18 ot Becuse thare bs sped ol bve foe Ukealneg,
Rikit b vt dvantaned Doy this s of LTk en indan eollapsi

Sacand, the Ukeninlan coneern tiday Is what lind
of meutrality [ndis sdheves b s 0 nouteal Boeaese |1

Curlosliy
the vilwit

Tuns sorbous compulsions, or |s It neutral because it
dowan'tagree with Ukealni's polntof view?

Thied, there ks goneeal gradelilness foo the (ot thist
Madi chomo to coma o Kyly Ukradne sies any leader
who takes the trouble (o make the journey in
diffeult moment asn friend, If nota potential ally

.lb’lllvl | Hm Uviren b conabd masessmont |ILu1 |nll|||
It nid 1

liwarping aboul Eastorn Earops and Uhkinbne's il
R et iely bbbl pelat Loms with countrios of the Global
Santh. Thareefero, ot e bvel of thie Ukealn b oo
o, Indbi today continiisg 1o be viewsd thiotgh old
trages af apdrht aridl o Tndia's 1T prowess be
Nt egelann e b pegelstor liera,

Shmllarly new Ukralie, ospeekally  post Mabilin
wovinlutbon of 2004, Is wtill mot well dnderstood among
Dby ediredon, Thibsalao feechs fntothi poreegt on aimong

msection of Indlans that (e war ks sssontindly o product
ol an intormnt boand power tusse bedweon LS nnd Russin,
Thrmiminns Mol (his exasperating, They just want the
il b vl b Loy e ghitingg Tor thelr own freodom.
Irn this contoxt, Modi's visin belps oth skdes take the
Tirst Dby steqes fowards bridging the cognitive divide.

Russla, the big bad wolf | The ather part of the pusde

Touisbn ban't the Soviet Unjon
b I Kby 45 that Ulerning
oo wan puri of the Soviet Unjon. And much of the

aipderstund tht loday's
e consmon refrain o

i 'III\I § and dis IIN'iHm:quIIoI\ Botwoen Indin and

wililain lllu Baviet spo

auccessful hijacking nI il posithve Soviet |
Tnsskn ns the root cause of Ukra lne's lackof traction I|-
e Globnl Soutl todny

Fighting imperial legacy | Flnally the plimse ‘nn long as
(LRT I«'n loeply delines Ukea bie's approach to the win
i decalonbsit bon and permanently
|||a ard g what LK rankans see an Rissin's impecial

. Ukrsiinlmig would like 1o
llnnwuurnllu W Ilus.uml mlr-nl.uiuu'uuulr Wons
fought colonlalism, ke we are Oghting now” I an
argument that In Proguently theown st Indians here,
Al s s largost dommeeraey b e sarlel, Uliesinlans
wand Indii to empathise with thale own yoarnlng
For freodonm,

Bt thore 18 one adng it sl Ukvainbins ageee on.
Mad) ks the anly ) e b ealliel for peiie o
abipuiring confiet multiple tmeas o Ceont of Patis, ¥
lhnt e, e b Ukrain s’ vespect
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Shift Attention To Atman For Instant Liberation

Jaya Row

Krladin wis
el onnme b

atrac
divine my
seven
s

cnclosed inmatior, || wo bdentify with
matter, we remalo imprisonesd by the
Doy mind and Intellect, Shin your
AEERIt o ko At and you ane
instantly Hiwrated

Vasudey, Krinha's fnther, enrried the
elifld merows the river Yamuna o Gakul,
whare Yushoda o N hid just hod o
By givl. B gently swinppod the two
Drbagatn sl retur ped with the girl
Tivus, Krishi's ehildhood was spent in
e loving villnge of Caokul

Krishn wan dark-complexioned o
denote that Adman isunknown foas, We
Krvow esnly it ter Ke kb wan B ained

exguisl

woren phtilng volbow garosent. Blus
ropresends infinity, while yellow (s
it was born bn i eolourof {he e
B ay ho wans born was magical alothod inmatter attachin
bk fodl anbeep, wind the riaton plaged the Mute axpertly and ']
il the whibe world with his
Theeflute ks hollow with
PN, [0 presenting our
ty with saven windows
Aerthe wordid - the five senses,
il il bndeblos, When
Yok Tern e
whhtlem you bring out
whanting
mmushe, Without this crucial
Enowledige, only discordant THE gpugmn TREE yourattentionon the higher,
wh,nnd the

Krlahin was an epltoy
sl p el lef, Yousr 11 pots (10 ed with
Imughter and fun; sorvow vanishes
whan yoah bar i Ui bochin fgue of Tiving,
B rinhu say s emphitically in the
Pvgwadd Gita - thatre b me plaes for
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whien Ketshn was playing with
Laanskos o o bikiny, W
dird st gt Kallym,
wppemredd, 1t hmd perdsanad |
Korindin danecd on Kol lya's heads

Tharwivees of Kallya thon pakid
e e Krlstin,

The lnke represents the

nind, Bt s polluted by dosi
o, denated by Kallym, As
ot vl wnd fcus

went to Krialin toask for help, Krishin
it He would divide his resources
One wonili
while the
other would e hnalone,
urimad. Slnee he saw Arhun e,
Ivie geinvie i the Tt ol
ke, Linhosl tntingly, Arjune

Intelligent

Wi,

hone Krislin,
whille Duryedhan was only foo hnppy
whth the e my Durkng the war bt was
Krishn's imvaluabie advice that holped
the Pandiys win
Thus, Krhuha, a8 Avfun‘scharioteer,
|r|\n' Ietedd Blim with tha tme ls wisslon
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of Kaliyn represent wor
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known that they were in
the offing. While the PDP
had pulled out oll stops o
reach out o the dlectorate,
the J&K National Confer-
enoe appeared Lo be relying
on 18 solid orgunisational

OPED
J&K witnessed landmark elections in 2002

first round of polling, he
held a meeting to take
stock of the situation and
sutisfy himself that all was
in remliness for the big
event, Apart from afficials
directlly involved in the

amtidng inddent oceured
on  September 16, That
evening, in o roundoup of
news from “Indis-occupied
Kashmir', a Pakistani TV
chasnel showesd fake foctuge
of ‘unwilling voters” being

e =  gructure down 1o the conduct of polling, the ‘pulled out from the

LTGEN VINGOW PIANKAR (RETD)  rraessroots Beved in its tradi meeting was sttended by s tocast theirvoles'b
FCI:MEI! COMMANDER, tional strongholds, While local heads of various an security forces, besides
15 CORFS, KASHMIR the paolitieal parties had security forees, intellls  other strocfiies’ being com-
already begun thelr prepa- gence  agenciex, senlor milled by them. The red
HE Hection  ralions,  the  official bureaucrats of the stole  foced channel had o with-
Commbsshon  of  mochinery had alio storted RoverTm and afewoth  drowthe tory inahurryasit
India’s (ECI)  gearing up for the impor ers, At the end of the meet:  became known that there
annournoe maent tant even It included, ing, the Governor wanted  was no polling in that con-

on holding the
three-phase Assembly ebee-
tions in Jammu and Kash-
mir brought back memories
of the landmark polls hekd in
September-October 2002,
While the fortheoming ebee-
tions would be the firs in the
Undon Territory, the one in
2002 was also shgnificant for
several reasons.

While there has been a
rise in terror aftecks in the
Jammii region in the recent
past, it was the Kushmir

besides the Central and
sate governments, various
sercurity forces and intelll
gence services The
dynamic security situation
wan being closely watched
and discussed regulnrly at
the Unified Command
Hieshchy uar ers

It was apparent that the
security situation was widely
differemt in urben and rural
e s Thee terorists, wanting
o muke their presence felt,
were mare acdtive in towna

s, eoocept af the local level
The urban population was
thus more polarised akong
wdsting  politicnl  lines,
whereas muml folk looked
forward to the polls as an

v
§
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BALLOT POWER: The 2002 Assembly elec tions refiacted the tnsewill of the poople, summs

|

James Michael Lyngdoh,
then Chief Election Com-
missioner, visited Srina-
gar a few times in the
weeks prior to that to hold
detailed discussions with

to know what in our esti-
miate would be the percent-
age of polling  ivoler
turnoutl, As  he wenl
around the moom, the esti-
mates varied from 10 to 20
per cent. The Army's estl-
mate of ‘nothing less than
0 per cent' seemed too
optimistic to all present,
including the Governor

By the evening of Septem:
ber 16, reparts of polling
started  pouring in.  As
expecied, the percentage

situency that day, having
been countermanded follow-
ing the desth of o candidate
due to cardine armest!

All four phases of the
elections were conducted
smoothly. At the plunning
stoge, the ECI felt that it
had o tough assig 1]
abead; vartous agencles
tnvolved in holding the
elections also considered
it to be o challenging task,
However, the skeptics and
Ny sayern proved

were

valley that had witnessed  and cities, which had alarge  opportunity to have thelr sy the state sdministration was low in urbon areas, but - wrong in the end., While
an escalotion of eeror octlv-  concentration of pogulation, o mpove their lives, In the and  oversee  polling  that from the countryeide  the ECL olong with the
ithes in 2002, It was the firtt  mther than in sparsedy popu- — rural aeeas, the enthusiasm wrungements. He was  were sbove 40 per cent; in state and Central govern-

time that the Jommu and
Kashmir Peoples Demoer
tie Party (PDP) participated
in the Assembly paolls,
There was o call for bay-
cotting the elections, given
by the Tehreek-e-Hurmynt,
This was also the first poll
in JEK in which EVMs

Inted villages and hamlets
The urban psopa kation, which
exjoyind belber civic amini
thes, had more tme Lo partic
ipate in political sctivities In
those areas, i was relatively
casier for terrorists W enbist
overground  workers  and
quask-politio] ongenlztions

o vote in the elections way
palpalile, especially among
the youth ond firal-time
voters, Interestingly, the
rural popul ation showed
greater inclination to par-
ticipate at the hustings,
even defying threats and
intimidation from lerror-

[he rural
population showed
greaterinclination
Lo participate at the

unequivecal in emphasis.
ing that he would scoepl
no  mismanagement ol
booths and would order
repolling as many times s
necded to ensure free and
fair polling,

After the official
announcement of the elec-

fact, in remaote arens along
the border regions anid the
Line of Control, where the
mumber of volers was small,
it wis as high nx 80 per cent!
Thes vl tumout that day
was almost 48 per cent
Pukistan's proxies  had
abready increased their activ-

ments  deserved 1o be
appliuded for the success
fiil eomduiet of the election,
the real winners were the
people of JEK

In the end, the elections
reflected the true will of the
people.  People  elected
thos In whom they placed

felevtmnic voling  Bkethe Hurriyat Inmofussll st and ot Umes tearing hustings, even tion schedule, the elected  fbes W0 somehow force the  thedr thast 1o make a fresh
machines) sexd. areas, daily life was hard in - posters warning voters of - b state  government wenl  cancellathon of the elections  start with a new dispensi
Even before the theabsence of lusc ficllities  dire consequences, defy ng threats into suspended animation o ol least mpede the tion. [t was a victory of the

announcement of the dates
of the four-phase dections
was mode, It wos widely

like medical treptment, sup-
ply of waler and dectriaty
which left little time for poli-

The first phase of the
elections was to be held on
September 16, 2002

nilermnsis

and the Governor, Girish
Saxenn, took  charge.
About u week prior to the

process 1t had ol sepped
up s propaganda broad-
cats on meio and TV, An

hallot over the lullet, o par
nddigm shifl in the palitical
landscape of JEK.

Theroad to Viksit Bharat is peppered with challenges

the battom 60 per cent incomes grow, there will  business. Amd the workers
carned merely be o rise in the number of  will then have to ook for
Rs 75,000 each. Likewise, murdd  roads, TV sets.  other equally unsiable jobs,
in 2022, the top 1 per cent ymariphones, motorbikes Fuar the battom 50 per cent
" pocketed 226 per cent of and fast-moving con-  toeammiore, the pobicy will

SENIDR ECONOMIC ANALYST

RIME Minister
Narendra Modi's
Independence
Day apeech
offered o useful
inmight into his key goals
o take the economy for-
warnd. One is to transform
agriculture and make it
maore robust 5o as o com-
bat the growing unpee-
dictability of monsoon and
address climate change,

the income, while the bot
tom M) per cent munaged
o get just 15 per cent of it

Notably, the top 1
cent controls 40 per cent of
the country's tolal wealth
And the disparity is only
growing bigger with time,
The richest 1 per cent of
India’s  population  cur
rently has the highest con.
centration of wealth it hos
had in six decades.

While inequality soars,
the economy has a kot going
for it. India is the fastest
growing large country in
the world, with the econo-
my growing at an average

sumer goods like soaps
and hair all. These will
have to be sold and serv-
feed. In rural areas, more
and more people will be
engaged in this exercise
than in actual farming
But the rise in rural serv-
jces will not be sble to take
enre of all the farmhands
who are maderedundant. A
significant number of peo-
ple will have 1o move to
urban areas in search of
employment. We are wit-
nesging a steady flow of
unskilled  workers  inle
urban areas, looking for
Jjobs And they stay wheres

have to work on several
fronte It would require
workers in the informal
sector Lo make more maon-
ey, But in order to earn
more, they must possess
basic skills, For that, it is
necessary  for them  to
receive 8 minkmum level of
education and oequire rodi
mentory deills

There are some state and
Central  schemes,  like
Ayushman Bharat, that
cover one's basic health
care needs. Plus, efforts
are on to provide at least
middle-school-level educa-
tlon 1o all, It secks to

In the manufacturing rate of around § per cent, er they can, resultingin the  ensure that everyone can
sector, the aim s to utilise  Besides, Uhe inflution rteis mushroom ing of master basic language
the PL1 (production- well within the RBI's unplanned urban sums  comprehension exercises
linked incentive) schemes  range. The Indian k with litthe or no amenities.  and do simple arithmetic

ki order to destign in India
for the warld, thus making
the country a global man-
ufacturing hub,

The overall aim of eco-
nomic development will
e to uplift the poor, Sig-
n ntly, there was no
mention in the speech of
the sharp  disparty
between the few who are
extremely wealthy and the
vast number of people

s ket i among the most
preferved in the world, sur
passing the sentiment for
the Chinese stock market.
The Union Budiget has also
ackdressed one of the g
gurds, consumption, Mlow
ing infrastnicture spending
o take o back seat.

So, where do we go from
here if the foremost goal is
W address the severe
inequality, whieh is under

in Bangladesh, while
in India, it was 21.6 per
cent. In contrast, Sri Lan-
ka recorded just 1.9 per
cenl poverty.

The quickest and surest
way to address poverty s
to create more jobs, offer
ing peopie betterpaying
employment  over  time,
Simce rural arens witness i

One major policy
challenge willbe 1o
finel rural migrants

better-paying jobs in

in made more robust, bet
ter seccs, pesticides and
tillage will be arranged
with the help of greater
mechantsstion, This will
maodernise  agriculture,
But the resulting higher
output will be delivered
through fewer honds. So,
even U we mise furm
incomes, what will those

One major pollcy chal
lenge will be to find riiral
migranis betier-paying jobs
in the orgonised seclor in
urban areas. Over time, the
jobs in this sector will
enable theworkers to afford
basic needs and ead @
thecent life. The migrants
from rural areas generally
join microbusinesses,
which are moatly not incor
porated They funetion on a

valeulations Besides,
there ix a push to improve
the standards of industrial
training institutes

The PM hos announced
the setting up of 75000
medical seats so that the
colntry can become a glob-
al hubs for intermutional sty
dents. While the plan |s welk
come, there i g need Lo frst
deliver on the basics high-
lighted above. The PM has

who hre poeor, lineedl by widespread higher level of poverty, the rendered jobless do? day-to<day bagis, Inputsare  outlined his vision to makee

In 202223, the top | per  poverty? According to the  key will be to create more (N0 OTEANISEA SECLOr  The workers thrown out  sequired and workers are  India a developed nation
cent of the Indians earmned  Asion Development  and better jobs there. in thi”iilrl'ilf\ of farms will have to find  pakl when cash comes in.  (Vikmt Bharat) by 2047, But
Ry 53 lakh each. In stark  Review (2017, extre But we have o sort out a employment in rural serv-  But if they run out of cash,  for that to happen, steps will

contraat, those falling in

poverty stoxl st 185 per

contr

ction. As agriculture

be

As rural sgricultural

tooukl mean theend of the

have to be taken today
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Candidate Kamala

Trump has his work cut out in presidential race

1 US Viee Presiident Kamala Harris
formally scoepting the Democratic Par-
ty's namination, the battle lines e
chearly drown for the November B pres
lentiad election, Her rival, Republican
Dorvadd Trusngs, hod bookoed virtually unsoppable il last
month — he deflantly pumped his flg after namowly
escaping an assassinntion aftempt and couldn’t stop
smirking as President Joe Biden's campalgn went from
Ibad toworse. Howewer. things hove changed droutially
over the pait few weeks. Undor immense pressure from
his party, Biden sbandoned his reelectionbid and made
way for Knmada, the daughter of Indian and J
i grants. The Demmocrits are nowtruly baek on track,
ol Trurmp his every reason o feel ittery,

Kamaln tcked the right boces in her soeptanoe
spiwch, predictably worning A obout the
“wactrermely serious’ consequinces of pulling an "unsers-
ousman' badk in the White House, In his trademark over
the-top style, Thimp wondered whether ahe was talking
about hm. But in his heart of hearts, he knows very well
ﬂ'\nt nhrwil s;-mr-um“mumb' to tear into him for his
lligeel ¢ The chsoes wit nessed
during his yeors in the Oval Offior and the attack on the
Capitol after e ended up s o sore loser in the 2000 clec-
tion are still fresh in the minds of Amerions. Tramp will
have o pull o mew rabbit out of his hat to counter
Kamula's growing popularity As por o new Gallup poll,
her fivourability rtings hove goneup

For sartord, Trump has to hold his own in 'I.'hu oo
vised debate against Kamaln next month, He hod
celipsed Biden in the June debate mainly becouse the
latter, plogrued by age and health issues, was all ot soa
during the televised event. The much younger and
sharper Kammalks willbe a different ketthe of fish. Never-
thedess, mere Trum pbashing may not tike her all the
way She needs to come up with a workable action plon
to chart o ‘new way forwand ' for Amenica

Hema panel report
Acase of stalled justice in Mollywood

HEHema Committee Report has turmed into

acase of unmet promises and lost oppartuni

tiew. What began as a hopeful inftiative to

bring justice and reform to the troubled

Malayalam (lm industry has, unforfunatety,
devolved into o situation mnl‘kllr] h_h' inctim and ove
shon, Thie Keerals Goverr Justion
Hemia-lod commattes lid 1 investignte thie abuge feed
Ty et b Ml lywoad. 1t report, whibch revealed per-
vasdvee giual harmsgment and gender bias in the indui
iy, wins submitted to the government in 23005, However,
it was only relensed earlier this week, with several pages
redacted. This his sparkod an outrage ns the redoctions
rubso questions sbout what ks being withheld and why.

Despite the report's damning findings and call for
course-correction, it hae languished in bureauermtic
Limbo, with key stakeholders showing a conceming
lack of wgency, The absence of a followthrough
undermines the trust of the women who opened up
about their experiences and perpetuates a culture of
impunity. Every :Ia,v that p‘\m—n Mlhml Implement-
ing the 213 i her day
that women in the industry remain ot rsk.
“Thking note of the gravity of the situetion, both the Ker-

o Higgh Court and th ! bt paned have anke
vened, uiging swift action on the report’s finding:. The
high oourt has admitted a PIL soekdng the registrtion of
oriminal cases for sexcunl exploftation in the industry The
human rights panel's advocacy for gender justioe high.
lights the systemde Dilues plaguing the industry. The
report should have boen a atalvat for change. Instead, it
wtaride a8 o rerndnder of the systemio barrors that continue
oy thyweirt e i ghvt ket el harssment and exploita-
tion b the woekplaoe. The time o act on it recomdne ndi
thon s now, before ferther harm b done.
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Modji's Ukraine visit is the message

The West wants to win India over — despite its gnme it's a nation of gritty people

A
THE GREAT GAME

HANTS of 'Har,
Har Modi' and
Jai Shri Ram® by
overenthusiastic
Indians in Kyiv on
Friday may have somewhat
marred Prime Minkter Modi's
nolemn vigt to the garden in
the Ukrinion capital where
Mahatma Gandhi's  statue
stands, Minutes later, though,
the wvisible emotion that
Mo 1o ki ek

Wait, one pecond — Saddam
didn't have any,

Meanwhile, the wsit of
Defence  Minkter Rapath
Binigh to Washington DC, ot the
exaet minute that Modi was in
Ukraine, may be o coincidence
— sgning o defence pact or
two with the Americans i o
fine thing o do. But ifi's not
o colncidence, then two other
conclusions may be made,

First, that America is not
comfortable about  dissent,
Including by o fellow democri-
oy There would havebeen o ot
of conversation between Delhi
and Washington DC as well as
several other Western capitals,
seeking o persuade Modi to
meet Zelenskyy in Kyiv.

And second, it's clear that
Ulernine ks turning into Modi's

marked the meeting betwesn
Modi and Volodymyr Zelen
politics has talken over,

P L toughest foreign policy chal-
lenge so fur. Remember, again,
that Ukraine is just an alibi,

skyy In front of a memorial
that commemorates some of
the fallen in the ongoing
shw-Ukraine war was emblem-
atie of the difficulty that India
foves an it seeks W follow the
middie path in this war.

On the face of it, it's & no-
bralmer. Russia  invaded
Ukralne and must be round:
Iy condemned — many Indi-
ank as well as Russians do
But look closely. and the
eontext creeps in. Two years
nggo, Russia ostensibly went
1o war because it was inses
cure phout NATO expanding
Lo its frontiers.

“Today, the war {5 less about
vietory or defeal between
Russia and Ukraine, old part
ners and co-religlonists, but
much more about the ango-
It wrgument between Russio
and the US about Russia’s
pluce in the world,

Everyone, especially  the
Ukrninions, knows that if it
were not for the sophisticated
weaponiey being supplied by
the US ax well o lnrge parts of
the Western world to Zelen
skyy's men, the wor would
have been long over, But it

Thin s what this Uk rsine war
i bt Keenn banega duniya
ba doda’ The Americans
elearly are unwilling to relin-
sh the op spot since the
viet Union collapsed in
188 end, The Russons, still
not s strong as the Amerbcans
today bul strong  enough,
insiat that there's place for
more than one. And i always,
the Chinese waoleh and wail,
eager and willing to play both
wides — expanding trade with
the US, even as they support
Viedimir  Putin's  anxious
need Lo remain relevant both
at home and abroad.

What of PM Maodi and India?
The answer to where India
stands in this ongoing great
gume is comples. On the one
hand, Modi told Zelenskyy in
Kyiw, one of the most beautl-
ful eities in the world, that
India |8 ready to "play an
sctive mle in any effont
towards peace”. Just before,
the two had embroced each
other warmly — o bit lke the
long hug into which Modi and
Putin had collapsed six werks
ago in the latter's docha out-

Thoseinthe West
condemning Inclia for
relusingto condemn
the Russian invasion
of Ukraine need o
look inwards
— —_——
being upset aboul. Moments
later, Modl placed his left
hand on Zelenskyy's left
shoulder, like elder brothers
aften do with younger on
and left it there for many
moments while the photogra-
phers took many pictures
Secms Modi was genuinely
moved — it's a good thing he
ws, India usually stands with
the underdog — its defence of
the Mukti Bahini in the for-

seems 0 be happening here
Tt seems on if Modi was quite
persumded thut he should be
seen Lo be standing with the
Ukminians - and therefore,
the US, The Americans had
made no bonen about their
diupleasure with Modi's visit
to Moscow. The fsct remaing
thit India-US trade is still
doulile that of between India
and Rusila, h ling

ruthir o notalile cat’s paw for
the Americans, Nothing wrong
with going to Kyiv — much
better to check things out for
yourself, mo matter what Putin
ar Joe Biden have sld. 1T the
PM in able to manouevre
between the cut's claws, like
many of his predecsksir have
obly dose, he will sucessd in
reestabilishing India's urdque

the jumped-up volim es die (o
the purehaie of discounted oll
by Delhi from Moseow in the
lnst two years,

Thowe in the West condemn-
ing India for refusing to con-
demn the Russian invasion of
Wkraine need 1o leok inwards

and ot the fsk of being
wccused of whataboutery, we
st ank. for example, ([ they
are doing anything to prevent
Isruel from bombing hospl-
tals or schools or UN com-
pounds in Goea,

Or if, any of these Western
nations, mant of them Perma-
nent-Five moembsers of the UN
Seourity Councll, raived one
Rittle Fiangger of disse nd when the
US decided to bomb Irag in
2003, in ot ensil e ant ielpation

plaee in the world.

Cartainly, the woeld will be
walching — like it walched the
Modi visit to Moscow = for any
telltale signs of shift The West
wants 0 win India over -
desplte it grime, it's a natlon

of grifty people,
Moreover, unlike Biden,
Rishi  Sunak, Emmanuel

Macron, Olaf Scholz and some
others, all of whom belong to
the same side, India has
always belonged to itsell —its
long and arduous walk
between national interost and
high morality is a challenge
that it owes to itself And so,
for thee moment, as the PM
takes the train back from
Kyiv, the inescapable conelu-
slon s that Modi's Ukraine

n't and innocent people are  side Moscow, which Zelen.

continuing o die. Blg power  shyy hod, openly, ael

mer East Pokistan is o good of Saddam Hussein ulim:
of muss o

ut wlhing else

visit itsell is the message,
both 1o India and the worlil

or

The warin Ukraine remains an open wound at the heart of Europe,

Stand by the hands
thathealyou

Nismar § Sipnu

VERY moming ks o mini marathon for me as 1
4 shuttle between my son's routine and my own,
- | have never fell guilty that | don't spend the
first half of the day with him; that's because my job
bs fulfilling and gratifying. As a child specialist, [ get
tomert o lotof children, and these encounters give me
solace. My work may not be glorous, but it ks a whole-
hoarted effort. Work is worhip, and also a sale haven,
Sometimes, It's baffling to see how bo other pro-
fession is subjecied to such disrespect. Do we beat
up our tallor for getting our measurements wrong?
TDho we abise our chartered accountant if our income
tax returng are not filed in time? But doctors are
subj d to all kinds of assault — physical, mental

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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A unanimous demand
THE muoat olwious feature of the evidence s far recorded by

and now sexual. The one unfortunate thing that
remaing common iy the gender of the person ot the
recelving end of the whip; women have Lo boor the
brunt all the time,

“Things havin"t beeh the sameever since a doctor was
brially ruped and murdered In Kolkata, And [ don't
think they will ever be. That girl could be me or yois,
wnil this thought will alweye eross our minds whenever
wie e on emergoncy duty, in the evening OFD or on
late-night roureds, The hours won't be filled with

the Reforms Enquiry Commities is the all but plete wns -
nimity of opkndon among thewitnesses both as to the need foe
immed inte further acdvance and the meamure of that advance,
We e alroady seen how all the four ex-Ministers who have
appenred before the Cormmittes have with one vobee demand -
o the immediate abaliton of dyarchy and the sulbmtitution in
Its place of a complete responsible government in the
Provinces aawellas responaibility in the Central Government
ua regards all departments, withthe meeption of Defence, and
Political and Foreign Alfairs, And the maont significant thing
abouwt this demand s that & is not based on any general or
ubstract grounds, but solely on the mpossibility of working
the present Conmtitution with any prospect of either securing
the effickency of the of giving Eaction (o
those whom any Governument that wishes to justify its exis-
tence mus phease or even fulfilling the intentions of the
uuthors of the Reforma. Here were men than whom no one
was n abetier position to speak with authority on thissubject,
whao had, indeed, been chosen by the Government itselfl 1o
wurk the Conatitution, and yet all of them, speaking solely
with reference o their experience of the worling of the Act,
gave it an thelr firm and decided opinkon that dyarchy bs an
incurable disease and that the complete irmes ponadbility of the
Governmoent of India b utterly inconsistent with any genuine
measure of a responsble government in the Provinces,

—_——— —

towards recovering patients und devout
prayers for the ailing ones; instead, there will be s sense
of doom, o constant fear o look over our shoulders
because our systemn has failed us,

“These men only see our skin; our hard-earned white
cnts hove fudled to hide our physicality, because that's
what we are for these cannibals — just Nesh and bones.
Nothing else motters to them, neither whether we se
on duty nor our education or background,

The splution to this lies not in covering our bod-
les, shunting us Inside because i1's dark outside,
not speaking to men because a few may be preda-
tors. It's about shutting the eyes that see us in o
demeaning manner, and assured security at the
waorkplace, no mutter what hour the clock is strik-
ing. IUs sbout tnetilling @ srong sense of fear of
the conzequences in the potential offenders, It'n
nol sbout women or men anymore, it's mankind vs
mondtrogily, We have not been olile o gave our girl
child, we have failed 1o safeguard our women; at
leant stand by the hands that heal you

When they sald, ‘Betipan sab ke mugaddar mein
keahoon hott hain, khuda ko jo ghar pasand aape
wahaan ki kall hoti hain,' they didn®t realise that
* hiar ke bahar wale bagh mein betd khil nehi sakti',

= Antdnio Gutermes

Madhav's comeback

With efirenoe 1o the ediornl Ham Madbhoy

returm’, the desvelopament comes ot o l-rrl-uhm

the BIP atr

scnpe bn Jurrevu and Kashmis, hanks tothe atxo-

pution of Artiche 3§70 and the delimitation e

that has alterad clectonl dynarnics. Machy, onoe

the architect of the INPPDP allince, has now

rnlmdnrrm-urmkx v, where his ohllity 1o
Albeercial His rerent

It ks o st meminder of the need For sustained
efforts to eradicate polio. The omis b8 on the
gevernment authorities and health officials
conovmed totake immediate measures tocorn
tadn the spread of the discase and enaure Uhat
il ehildren ure vaceinatbed ugol ndt thie disease
Besides, steps should be taken to speead
awareness about the Importance of inocula-
thon in the fight ugainet polio. Moreover, it ia
exsentinl o strengthen our survelllance and

el for bl ity i ol i w BIP
stmteggy, potentinlly softenkng its image, As JEK
proguao for Assernbly polla after nlong histus, the
riwly inchuctind BIP diction indhange could play
W privetal roke bn shaping o cumgaign that moves
beyunad clivisive thetonic, offfering hope for a reggion
longg emibrokled i urmoll But the moot question
e Can Madhay's prugmotiam hdp bridge the
cheep diviche in JEK s politios?

SAHIBPREET SINGH, MOHALI

India not safe for women

Apropon of “‘Unmife women'; it is unfortunate
that women in India hesitate to even go out ol
nidjtht becauime Uhey fear for their safety. Rape
cases ke headlined eviery day, stiking fear
I thetr minda, Lm Lt bronle that women don’t
fie=l walfe in o country thist reveres godedises

K syidems o detect and respond to
thee detectbon of polio cases prompily.
AR AN KUMAR, JALANDHAR

Switch to IPVs to combat disease

A twoyrarokd in Meghalayn has become the
first g e of palio in the country sinee 2001, [Lis
amatter of grave conoern, as Indiawas dedomed
pobiofsee ey thes Worlel Heal th Orgganisstion bn
2014, The return nfl!rhltl'tlvtmhnumunln:-
thious ol that ean

st be taken seriously, Children in riwdqml
countrics Lke Canada and the US are acminis-
tered buctivated polio vaccines (TPVe), India,
herwever, relies an th use ofboth TPVs and oral
il vacanis Lo comn bat Uie Uhival of the dis-
cané. The fresh cade tn Meghalayn hijghlights
e uingent need for Indlla to diteh oral vaesines

lidoe Duurgn, Lakahmi and 5 i, among  and o 1PV

uthers? Only o eollective e Mort can make o dif- BHUMICA, BY MAIL
ference, From the powers that be o common

follcs, wo all bear res porsibi Bty Ensure specialised care for geriatrics

GAURAV BADHWAR, ROHTAX | Weage cvery minute, but what i the cutsof foge
o be considened okd? Many definitions hove

Bid to cover up rape a disgrace
With rifismence 1 the news mopat 'CBI sets onver

been. propounded. In osr country, the retine
ment age varies fiom 58 to 60 years. In some

up lad sy mnr -;-i altered?; i nr mit sectors, the age of superanmetion has been

wﬂ'\‘i

pusbsed up o 65 yeurs. A WHO clissi feotion of

ey b true, @ i o cisgmoe, 1t ke ulnlurrprv- e groups ;017 (underage), 18485 (g, 60-
thoms, Whom aae the people in power byingg o 79 (mbddleaged) and Bplus (the aged), Tt is

shiekd® And why? The nation, which his still not
o from the shodk of the Kollata hoom is
b o sevng U culprits brought o usticoe. The

important to develop consensus on who Is a
‘geriatric’, Despite elderly people accounting
for o siecable portion of the population, there

praattor et be probed thoroughly so St rmmr are hardly any qx-un]ud cﬂmnnm for their

whso trberd 1o cover up e
JAGDISH CHANDER, JALANDHAR

care ot exclus e

s w'hrnurmlnu fiacer medicnd problerns,

tend to thelr

they ure teated by dinkclans who handle gen-

Polio scare in India

eral putients, The masses ane unawane that this

A fresh case of polio has been detected in age group requires specialised care, which is
Meghalaya, even though Indin was declared  availabile wt-.nly sebect institutions. 18 s tme o

polio-free o decade ago, Th 0 ofthis  toke
debilitst ing disease in e country is alamming,

sures i this regand.
ROMA UPPAL, BY MAIL

Letters to tre Catog byped i doutsle space, shookd not excded the X0 wond kmit.

These shouid ber cogently waien and can be sent by e-wall io:



Get Ready to Enter
The Copper Age

Supply should trail industrial demand a while

We may be entering our second Copper Age — the first
ong, the Chaleolithlc{copper+ stone) Age, spanning 6,000
B 4,000 vears ago, being the period when humans first
used metal. This time around, Al automation and ener-
gy transition, with copper at their core, is driving up de-
mand. The world will ha minemoreof themetal now
than it has Inits entive history China, which lsat thefore.
frontonall three technological revolutions, accounts for
weell over hall of global copper Imports, and its stockpl
les have a bearing on record prices reached earlier this
yvear A rare surge In Chinese exports has confounded
commentary of a structural bull market in copper. A
short squeeze in the US allowed the Chinese an export
window China's dependenee on the Democratic Repub.
lic of Congo for its copper imports frees up the other top
producers, Peru and Chile, to supply to the rest of the
warld, New mines are being develo
ped bn South Ameriea and Africa. But
supply is likely to trail industrial de.
mand for better pact of this decad

T Eeososiie Tim

Iy episodie. 1t hasn't fallen off the eliff
even with slow growth anda property
market bust. It has the biggest energy
trangition requirement on the planet, sven as it holds on
toits pogition as the world's bigzest, not sole, factory,
Coppur demand, rolative to bron, provides s marke: for
value addition inmanufacturing —amd fora country like
Inelimthat alms toelimbithe value chakia by mporting over
0% of the metal, As demand from EVs and server farms
mounts, I b will need to secure steady copper imports.
It is exploring buying copper assets in Chile, the world's
largest producer, 1t is also seouting around for Hithium in
South America and Australk o for copper in Afiica.
India needs to maove fast in securing mineral supplies gi-
ven the scale of ltgenergy transition, as well as the defi-
qn(l\l'ln[l.uwmnl'ﬂ‘rgl:lh:il m facturersa China+1d
tination. But itsentering the e aftortheeraof ¢
apeopper mining is over, Better late copper than never,

Celebrate National
Give Space Day

On Friday, the Indian state celobratod nal Space Doy
commemorating the fivst successiul Indian moon innding on
Mgt 23, 2028, Indeed, 10sa milestone worth colebeating and
eammimorating. But. pechaps, Indin conld alsoobserveevery
Augist 25, starting this Suntkay as Natlonal Ghve Space Day,
Diespite its vastiness, ndin i5a dons
H0th amoaig countries (tiny Vatlcan @ ineliid-
od) withan avernge population density of 426.1 peopke/sq ki,
O trhom spnees e even more - pocked., with conghome.
ratlons existing cheek-by-jowl. I not tumbl hother,
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RETAIL eCommerce has reinvigorated the growth of brick-and-mortar retail, not hampered it

Don’t Fear the Bogeyman

Don’t Regress,
Il Hurt All

Nikhil Pahwa

Welcome Push,
Not a Shove

Rajiv Kumar & Shreya Ganguly
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pessed, although this b8 irkcky sincoe
comparnies portray discounts as mar-
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it and Ammmon tow e compe
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Tyl tharkr proslct offer ings, adapting
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!m bool exterisive oo
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duetsonec Mupen.

THE SPEAKING TREE
Cosmos and
Correctness

FUMITRAUL

Iy Thee Alehimmdst, ol Cosdhs
writes,' When you embark ipon
a nobilemission and want toachi-
eve samething wortls the Mullt'
Aniiese conspines f

tl'llm-mr‘ ‘hssessing the
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yinont and Consumes Welfare' el
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el brdek-and isrtar verslor, el
B

taryget the
terban ecommeron segmont.
Thero |s a draft

wis of products from
OO wrebsites. It was comdue
paliey el BT

that has been revised sovoral rlmﬁ
ovir Che years, and there wene ¢

firnen
mrﬂll]-" ehnivs hllh"h’lmlll'\ h-p.:ln]l
vl e the st 10 yosars. Hee bs conoor.
mh— nindd righitly so-— about the fateof
milllons of small retndlers and kimaa
shomvs i e countrs:

Tl paeit thuit §imacs to Kent in 2014
stll] st soomerce affeis consi-
mmers i mueh wider varioty of pro-
diucts, whethir calouned socks, mumibe-
el awinm g o or abe pairifhor
Itbenelits both sedlers anid buyers. Cus
tioemiess A T2 fnd - dowies decies
widker variety af products online,
Bt pelyirg om scarsear b o o o met-
o to purchase . Sellers flnd buyers
moross the-country

Wishout conmimerce, youwon't be b
et by Solagnard Shengdana Chutaey
in Lunchons, anel soaeone in Solapur
wont'l 1o bty m Locknowi Chi
Kkl kurtl. eConeron has pleo
sperwrec] i et ire dndustry of DG onll
ey b thed, i many cases, ‘ma
e Indlia” und have spemed asuppor-
thiig Infimsteucture of storage, packn
i, dlolivery and onlime advortisng
ik hetos, subetint il enployimend.

eyl bonbe bk s oo ot 1o
iartding empoyment with data, On bis
comimeris aboit cloud kitchens as n
thiat for mstmernts, lot's mt frgo

Swlgmy
taniraiits murl' than it thedr seat
capaclty allows 1% ot like |:¢unr.~
vt gokiig 1o restairans any mone,

al's right thit mnlnn't B9 Ty

trmih! sil] S0,

o gz Goyml's statement. Perhaps gi-
wen how much ceommerce in Indin has
avolved averr thee past year alone, it's te

Spreading puip fiction
me b start agaln fros sorasch, Any
eoammeros pol iy shoukd be for the be

|U)W|s1|.'nih|:mrrc:th'| this:wadid o't
B ans iy okl stores X0 yoars g
efitier: Hetatlers @volive thelr prodict
rarge to meet eustomer> noods. Just as
hwey oubdiecd it e 1o B shel
wes 1 voars o, fies poed do gt and
find athir products axd servioes.

Many kiran sones actially offer

Within s vast number of households, family members comg st

i more restricted spaces than in other more densely popuala-

- ted bt richer countries Hke Singapom,
. Bahrainand the Nethordands, Intimacy is

Ci T areglar casualty

/" The sanctity of personnl space nods (o

I Ineuleated Meom a voung age. And this
La s important as instilling social values,
lurring of privet il public space

—— ctunlly affecting both deleteriowsty 1t's
ané thing to negotinte o crowd, and gidbte another to becomen
crowd in soamobody's privite space, The need to sensitive peo:
ple bt the latter ls not just nbout good manners bt decent
By virtue of valuing the individual and his or her
also organbcally become more sware of the
difference between a caring state and an overbearing one. As
with miost social entities, clarity begins st home. Allowing
sriroe — between couples and the rest of the fmily between
uardines porents and their wards/ehildeen, ete — should e
et not frewned upon, EMects of such a Lakshman mok-
b in place can work wornders over time for the mental health
af not just Individuals but alsoof a soclety at lrge.

Would you listen to a new take on
drinking, or long-living old-timers?

Alco’s Bad for Long
Life, Long Live Alco!

Wi hate b wrsof [y when 1t I.n\fu!—
vos your weel vith your w b, But
itturns out that red wine — yes, even good old Dr Rouge —
night not be the health hero we wore last told it was. List
wiek, Devi Sridhar & top public health expect from the
University of Edinburgh (do we detect a Scoteh blas?), po-
Inved put that WHO has veviewed the Intest body of rese-
arch and found il thatdrinking b — oVOn

eiter -
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Thssos, atedim of Idinn.
Additionally Tndia needs o add
vess an archale restrictlon that pre
Venits I?ul!-h;mnxmnm'm: DOonvpatiles
fromn selling products fmm thind-par
ty bramls as retaflers, though they
fruy ozt dus oo om ke prsall, rdhoer
rlmnmlnw “Thes've Riand legnl bog-

il 11 s st}

;.n.iu« e ofteay showni 08 QWYL
i,k then discocinted. Soeme Indian
oviailers ||.m-m|nl.nm<l this inomaly
by alow ing estoamser hieck

1 ihis, arid it
ded this fagado by eithor clamping
down onysuich practioes or by allowis
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ity ot for customirs.
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things:
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Frvamy sellers peed 10 e achibreesod

I Thete needs to be transparenay’ in
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o e fakodlsorunting. However
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prociucts Delow cost to chear trsold in

Ventory
# Predatory pricing shoukl be ol
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ting up offline: stores,
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el i ot o tho prethof Ine
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poneratind shillad employrent il
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will anly harm India‘secononi Eardi:
o this week, Walmart sold its entire
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thir coamitry That meflects poardy an
Clilna s an imvestinent

R Orga
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for technalogy
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e futkire emdry ivto export demnnil,
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Al e, ecoemaeren Tas an esti-
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China (46% ) nnd the US (@5, Bndis
Brand Bquity Foundation (18
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“min s rights activists' further fe I_ﬂ
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cantribite to crimes
against women.
Thataluistics Yorma Conmitter ng-
art estibdishoed after the 2 Delhi
AN rape e, was i compredien

VTN s 1
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s riearperfectand delr el most
b prservid
Inthe US, for sxample. Repubdican
White comasevatizm tencls toblnane
crimes agninst womon on ‘ontsiders’
whitle uplkling teaclii fomal genider
e, Democrate,on the other hand,
offior p more progressivestanee on
wanmen's rhelits. In India, both nangoe
poditival parties, whik opposingeach
ollieran many ssues, shane comnson
groundon severnl antl women stan
s — fram the Sabarimala temple
ety et 0o e angalng denlal of
mnarital rgw s s crime, Thebr silonoe
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e e lusive for wanmen, misoegy:
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Vi —hesany bietofitsth : | it
In short, aleohol fsn't doing your body any favours, and
anight Just be trimmiing your time on this planet

Sanll, yos. But, hoy, (s notall doom n gloom, Thoere's alwa-
v o way bo dodge those nogiing wellness tps. Just take o
page from the playbook of the superelderly i you want to
stlele mrotned that long (nob everyork is Keen to hang aro-
und that long, anyway), Thera am planty of legends out
thore: Doris Olive Netting, who mude it to 100 in Plymouth,
Britadn, swore by hor daily gliss of Guinness, Susannaby
Mughatt Jones, who Bit 16, starbed every day with a plate
of bacon, Richard Overton, whelived to112, had a fondness
for clgars and asplash of whiskey in hiscoffes, His best ad-
vices ‘Just keep living, don't die.' So, now that you'vegotso-
mesolidoyidence, pour yoursell that ghassof red wine and
rilse [t to longevity!
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Opinion

Noise over e-commerce

Conflating the modern age of technology
with the old era of imperialism is faulty

HEIRONY COULD not have been starker, Commerce and indus-
try minister Plyush Goyal’s concerns about predatory pricing by
multinational e-commerce firms, where he specifically namer]
Amazon, comes ala timewhen the Competition C I
Indiai ining whethert! 'Ihham Dum,-ymcrgerhauhu
potential toh nmpt.utlun'lm_u i ined iswhether
Reliance’s combined market share of TVas well as over-the- -topstreaming
will give it unfairpricing powerwith regard tocricket broadeasting rights.
Goyal's comments also come at a time when the ministry of corporate
affairs (MCA)isin the process ufdrafting a Diuilal CompetitionAct,which
putsin place 2 preventanti I
conduct in the digital 9phm whum big tech firms operate,

The issue is straightforward — big businesses in any area have the
potential to harm competition and kill smaller players, However, is it fair
to see the issue in terms of global as well as d firms, as the minis-
ter may have erroneously alluded to by naming Amazon? Not really, as
experience shows, Much before Fli pkart ‘was acquired by Walmart, it was
fightinga inth idors of power L] ¥ ket in terms
ul'gtnbalw.rsu_- local, furgetting lhal the bulk of money invested in the
platfor Co e once again, almaost all top global
tech firms have invested in its digltal arm, Jio Flatforms, This ls the same
arm,whichwayback in 2016 wasaccused of indulging in predatory pric-
L by bent telecom of

In L'hl.‘ process of drafti |

the ME Al lised that

Lamal 1 ™

Tati,

ninterms nf dobal
l'uudhack to its consultation paper ahwn:l that there’s no strict dlviding
line between global big tech firms and major domestic digital platforms. 1f
some domestic firms see Google, Meta, Amazon, andﬂppleacﬁngah abully,
there ar | other b g ho see Zomato, Swiggy,
andﬂyulnaﬂndhlllghLLamlngbpmﬁcaﬂywe -comumerce n retail where

olicies h 1since 2009 ina
h Itinational firms to protect the interests of
local d . Th on 100% forelgn divect invest-
ment (FDI) in multi hrand retail, no FDI in online business-to-customer
trade, and checking related |1arty vendors on platforms ke Arrtamn are

maAner

steps in this direction, 'l‘rw- t panies concerned have d
plicated seller struct ¥ L b ions, but the
anti- tmnt'bady!salerlmdamupun surhl:m'rlpiaml-‘l

The government itself is alert by tigh g3 the lat '

required even as it workson a natlonal e commerce puljcyand Digital India
Act. Goyalwas right in clarifying that the government is not against global
e-commerce companies and wants to invite FDIand the best technology.
'l'urhnnlugy has fashioned businesses in a way that has benefitted unor-

players, Just as mobile pk nnahled h:gher eamlnp for
electricians and the ik platf ithegeo-
graphical reach of kirana stores and small businesses and enhanced LhLlr
earnings, while creating more jobs. All along the consumers have been the
beneficiaries. However, the government and regulators need to bevigtlant
andadcxpedmnuﬂy if cases of anti- aumpetmve practices emerge either
bylocal orgl Jtoconfl nageof technology
with the old era of imperialism is faulty,

A nation of bystand

HE WEST BENGAL govern-
ment's handling of the hoe-
rific rape and murder of a
young doctor at her work-
placereflects the most basic
klmfm:ﬁnungu In governance in general
Enst women in g
‘What emerges from the latest brutal
Incident s a story of an unequal balance
of power between the might of the state
and a majority of its citizens, officlals'
disregard for protocal, and their seem-
Ing unconcem for a grieving family try-
Ing to come to terma with a tragedy,
The apathy and negligence of the
police and the state administration In
this case Lo :hnzcil(lng. but bt gl}_nuld n't

woman eomplains of police apathy
every two hours, according to National
Commission for Women data, It ks any-
way a well-cstablished fact that the
pelice and bureaucracy are hostage to
political pewer in almost every state,
West Bengal being dom,

ar
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President Droupadi Murmu
The progress of India's space sector is

y.Beita

fully completed

Mars mission with limited resources, or the successful

launch of more than a hundred satelliites at once, we

i have made many impressive achievements

© POWER POINT
INDIA NEEDS A DRAMATIC SHIFT IN PUBLIC ATTITUDES TOWARDS CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN

SHYAMAL MAJUMDAR

shyamal.majumdar@epressindia,com

rape cases were recorded in the cou

€IS

stantly sublected to slurs by the upper
caste regidents of thevillage. Three of the
four accused were acquitted later.
There's more, In May last year,a 16-
year-old girl was killed by her alleged
boyfriend who stabbed her more than
30 times and hit herwitha concrete slab
onabusystreat in Delhi's Shahbad Dalry
area. Most of the people chose to walk
past while some md quletly, witness-

wryin the yearand thevictim count for
workplace sexual harassment against
women increased from 402 in 2018 to
422in 2022,

The actual figures are likely to be
much higher because such crimes
mostly go unreportad due to fear of
reprisal, prevailing stigmas around vic-

y ANEL, B
serve any purpose beyond the short
term. It'safact that victim-blaming atei-
tudes and misogynistic undernones pre-
vailing in soclety also cause under-
reporting of several crimes, People have
plenty to say on podiums and on thelr
social media accounts on crimes against
women, but when it comes to practical

Iny

RQulr_h hy.‘it-\nd.ﬂr nppm&d\ of citlzens
I sickening. In her separate opinion In
the 2017 Nirbhaya judgment, [ustlce R
Banumathi had hit the nail right on the
head when she sald, "Apart from effec-
tive Implemenmhn of thevarious leg-
Islation protecting women, change in
the mindset of the society at large and

tims,andalackeffalthin
gation, Notably, the Natluml Family
Health Survey-5 report concludes nearly

The RG Kar eplsode has shaken the
nation's consclence, just as the Nirb-
haya case did 12 years ago and the
Hathras case four years ago. The first
one involved one of the most helnous
crimes In the hmmr:fI of our country in

scenarkos, the ap hthey display
iadeplorahle,
Consider the case where a 28-year-

which a 23-y
Intern was hrul:ﬂly gangrapvd and
mutilated in a moving bus in Delhl. It
led to ene of the mest landmark judg-
ments l:[ India, which has brought

Ane-third of Women Aol e old woman was raped in
between 15 and 49 years broad daylight bya 21-
InIndia b per e Il‘s a mﬂl'“rmm wnmﬂd iu‘;addylc:.m a
physical, sexual, or g and fusy in
domestic violence, isogynisti P and

The reasen why the prevai onlockers did nothing to
stricter  laws harvm"t ";nd.mm‘ ling help her. Rather un:gad'
worked bs simple: Law can n society "ko CAUS®  ppyam recarded the inci-
hardly change people's  under-reporting of  denton their cell phone
minds, i several crimes and the incident became
sationalism  and  legal “viral”, It's a horrific
recourse,when it comes to reflection of where our
violence against women, there i an  soclety lsheaded towards,

m\dn.-rlylnginyrr of Human Interaction

in'the ape laws.

Bu( It's obvious that the stricter
rape laws after the Nisbhaya case did
nothing to mitigate the suffering of
women, [ata released by the Nattonal
Crime Records Bureau showed a large
Increase In the number of crimes
agalnstwomen in 2022 over 2021,and
nearlya 20% increase compared to the
number of gender crimes reparted in
2020, The chargesheet rate was a mere
75.8% in 2021 A staggering 31,516

that i inlster —apathy,

The insensitivity and apathy s visi-
ble an the soclal media itself. "Dank”
memes and thelr host pages churen out
joke after joke about rape culture, which
often get"haha”reactions. What kind of
societylathis?

The candle lights and the protest
marches are spontaneous reactions to

Ortake the incident at Hathras four
years ago where a 19-year-old Dalit gird
was gangraped and brutalised, Two
weeks later as the girl succumbed to her
injuries ina Delhd hospital, the UP police
carried her body back to her village and
forclbly cremated her without the con-
sent of her family, Despite clear state-
ments by thevictimabout sexual assault
the police and the government authori-

the horrifle crime, but the questlon | tles keptdenying the charges of rape,and
Indlan middle class should ask them-  the victims® famlly rnmnlnad Inolated
of cal- and confined

selves ls whether the exy

der |mt"|’ce,wmﬂrl goa Inni;way ta com-
bat violence against women” That
should be our priority.

Everyome is happy ticking the boxes,
For example, the Supreme Court has set
up a task fiorce to formulate protocol for
ensuring safety of doctors What purpose
would It serve? There are enough guide-
lines and recommendations from the
ministry of health and family welfare,
National Health Mission, and the National
Health Policy. But these mandates and
policy directives remain on paper, There
iy Jirecth

The pre-dawn ﬁnsﬁnﬁs uftr'aunmm
convicted in the Nirbhaya case had
brought a semblance of closure to her
parents, prompting her mother, to say,
W il bafe Tt 3 colaasal

tragedythat even 12 years later, her pre-
diction s nowhere close to reality as the
biggest problem by far s silence and tol-
erance ingrained in our psyche. A soclety
genuinely committed to gender equal-
Ity wouldn't pue up with thiy situation
fora moment, Adramatlc shift in public
attitudes is the only answer,

Do cryptos have any rationale?

SRINATH SRIDHARAN
LIKHIT WAGLE

i podcy
aclvisar, and global firancial services axpert

Cryptocurrencies lack an immediately identifiable
economic function. Instead, their value is driven by
narratives that sell promises of a future potential

Nestlé CEO switch signals

tough times ahead

‘WHO KNEW THE world of cat food and coffee could be so brutal?

Nestlé SA has abruptly parted company with Mark Schneides, its first outside
chief executive officer Imalmost 100 years,whe reshaped the warld's biggest food
maker inta a nlmbler company focused on high-growth markets,

Schnelder ran mtn problems mare recently: A botched peanut- allergy treat-
ment But replacing § with Laurent
Freixe, air.mg time }-estie executive, risks mlumlng to the years of drift before

X @ssmumba, dWkit wogle

WHY D

asesareabsent

fet?

Beyond the digsatisfaction with govern-
Pl rrpastiley i

[§ a asget than

eryptocurrencies for everyday tnns.sc

crises, which emerged notably after the
global financial crisis, they reflect alim-
ited distrust of traditional financial sys-
tems. Driven by a desire for financial
autonomy and the bellef in bdr.ld:chaln

mrm;dnmed'hygnwzrﬁ-

ments or central banks.| I'huy aren't cur-

rencles because they an 't he wldely
o

& functional ncy, The

environment too pase-s -lgmﬂn:am chal-

lﬂngo_Llnlndla the regulatorystance has
rightbanandcau-

tions. lwnlrlm helack ]

that converting crypto to fiat currency —
anecessary stepformost businesses —can
b d ety Thaah: i

ged for prad But
even i they WENJ( woukdn't make sense
fﬂfmmﬁtu[m‘iwﬂmlllwﬁstm‘tnt
least can by and

y's tranafon

Ity of lnw'gratlng cqlptucunencle;llnl'ﬂ
the financial system. Concerns about
maoney laundering, tax waumn and

seambess, oost-effective conversion mech-
anlsms undermines the efflclency and
convenience that cryptocurrencles are

Sclmeldur s areival. The shares fell as much as 4, 1% toa near five-year low, this movemnent continues to L'mfn]d,lu m!dfnrmalculrencleu lhatl\avnsocl.a] financing of illegal gl A to offer, This lssue Is com-
became CEQin 2017, thec under essor Paul long-term financial and existential sus- acceptance, Also, th F B mate and a balanced regul pounded by high transaction fees and
Bulcke nnwchalrmﬂmmxmumml'o.rstral.egi: mdnperatl.nnal[acuq mlnnhll:tymllu.nmzaln e yingand selling Yap F slower processing times than eonven-
He quickly set about shaking up Nestlé's |  selling its U Are o lutlonor  isabsent, h while g & i tonal payment methods.

husinuaa,lr.. !Icln health operation and kts US mineral waters, He also paid §7.2 2 Just upecuhtlve hubb]ek?aduom(es see agﬂnmwrhﬁtmmenmumaedltdefault Is FOMO the maln reason for putti Vs not uncommen to see children
bl : i ousetl rand in grocery stores aeveral dlmm 2 store af value and ;nm:su;l swaps. Nl:w;:lllm 1"{: nkeiny or the momey | o rencles? Prabal " 3 s 1 .|II:!R-1! ltv;;:n"t
wum s acqu tions, class. ol 1 osses bdea yes. There seems to he & unusual for socletles to barter abjects
tha fiocy i d lent, given that peo- ogy will revolutionise finance, enabling Waz]r)hhnalhe]p. m broader societal trend  thatnowseemtrivial orabsurd. Since the
plebecamuat hnmeharma.idurlngl’_‘uvu! LQkadmsandthnpetpopula[]un croas-border payments and even charita- ‘What we do not hear ng whereindividualsareeager  dawn of clvilisation, humanity has

mared Add In amove tn\-\nrd moee premium pmdm:tl andlwwaa able to orient ble giving. Enthuslasts argue eryptocur-  often is this: one does not these digital tokens 1, participate in what they ded T hells and spi
[ gareas of the rencles coubd dmn:raﬂse financial ser- meed cryptos to leverage focus on their perceive asluceativecppor- to gold and paper, each object reflecting
Th han L0k g redn- vices pnific Inclusd Blockchain or tokenisa jal warth, Nl“th I it avalue that was acceptable then, Cryp-
\'Ested dividends between the start of 2017 andear‘!y Despite regulatory resistance, cryp- thon In financlal services ' : i I i lesare ly the lates Inthis

the Stoxx 600 staples tocurrencies  continue to thrive.  or any other sector. regulators must The limited accey Jong i assets The fi
lnde:( by better than 700, More recently though, the Recently, former President Donald Eluclcluln lechnn!ogy, grapple with the by financlal Institutlons dlglml .metl lles not ]Ll.ﬂ In thelr tech
company has grappled with operational issues in water Trump expressed support for Bitcoinat  the und frame- Iving risks : ts restricts thy nology,butal

purlfication andan IT integrathon in its US vitamin busi- acrypto gathering, even suggesting it work for cryptos, offers s geenciated with themn  Practical utilityof crypeos  thelrvalue. Fheywlil tc-st (hehuund.nrld:u

ness that bed to product shortages. Last month, it cut its
farecast fororganic sales growth (Insy\e:u as the US fro-
lghin
)021 the shaces have fallen 3206, undnrjwrfonmng
rivals, Itdoesn’t help that ingl

ANDREA

could become a strategic reserve if he
rerurns tooffice. This ks surprising, given
that cryptocurrencies lack the stability
of gold orcash. Bitcoln's extreme volagil-

Ity — rising from $11,000 in 2020 to

range of benefits like
enhanced security, trans-
parency, and efﬁnem:}'[hatcnnbehar
reessed ind

as both a medium of
exchange and a store of
walue, ralsing queztlam about theirlong-
term Financal

cles, Financial Imti(urmru have been

Institutions, such as banks and payment

of trust, recefl
thevery fabric of global finance.
However,while the fansof these dig-

ital tokens focus on thelr pntomja]
warth,

FELSTED HltngﬂhemlmernewEEDHnlnschnmaﬂ:lwl over §60,000 In 2021 before sharply uulnghln:k&aln for secure and teans- processors, remain cautious  about evulvlng visks assoclated with diglta!
The §2.1 billion writedown on its investment in declining — highlights the risk. Cur- parent . reducing n3 d 'f = assets and ensure society is shielded
oambarg peanut-alle dlcine Palforzia dam hent!y,!upnmlwueru(mlnd §70,000,  fraud and OPC"I[]GBJ[I.DSLH tainties dthey from the volatility of these speculative
asedSchnalder'smpuml.on. In halleng bdering  tokenlsat i activitles. nhlutsag assels .L\-ypmmnendu]ack

Hurth ind o gince the ita g assets into rjlgitnl tokens—is helng Merch F £ ani

pandemie in some areas, for u;ampﬂ. pet care, whmh W mpmnt.\ :Lbout 20 of

I ! 1
l!esplteaLmnstnu usecase, whatlsthe

applied to a variety of sectors without

ity of erypto assets makes it difficult for

functlon, as they neither produce goods

sales, ith 14% in 2017 Addi B , “soclal purpose” of cryptos? What is the relying on eryptocurrencies. nor services, Instead, their value is dri-
straln on any org hy face T l'thrﬂ Reckitt economic reason for cryptos to exist? The speculative natumn[lhecr}rptn hu.dncﬁsimtn price thelr goods and ser- selith i
1 I parti i i g Human hehaviour often gr market oft . This disc i otential,withthe attraction of

wlingt T nd plantalternatives,§ thells g market, towards the alluee of novelty, even when  potential, Critics argue that cryptos b and from using what could be rather than what is.
wherelower income utting b

Sa,p scheiderlnoks short-slghted hel CEO
said on .‘u:allwlth :m.\]yrm: that while the purform.mm mu]d be htnel it was THE EDITOR
a Haw:lays I‘]c eventnextweek. " i Serious concerns system after the 2012 Nirbhaya rape combat violence against women, after his visit to Russia last month, He

Asan Insider, Feeixe, who has been with Nestlé since 1986 and also ps have not been enough. The Mational Campaigns fed by women after the should tell President Volodymyr

ran hoth its American and European businesses, knows Nestié and Its cuhure
Inside out, He should be able to galvanise the organisation and help it grind out
sales growth inwhat promises tobe a tough environment. The first task right now
Inoks to be selling mare coffee creamers and frozen meals, rather than M.

But the danger is that without Schnelder’s dynamism, Nesthé's performance
sinks, Already, the reshuffle has sparked concerns as to whether it can maintain

The Suprems Court, taking sua metu
cognisance of the Kolkata case, inits
hearing on Tuesday, has very rightly
announced a national task force to
look inta the safety of doctors and
medical professionals, Gender

Crime Records Bureau's latest
available annual report of 2022 shows
that 4.45 lakh cases of crimes against
women were registered, which is
equivalent ta nearly 51 Fiis an hour,
‘While confirming the death penalty of

i Kar Hospital rape, in Kolkata and
elsewhere, should serve as wake-up
calls to the govemmant and society.
=Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Brokering peace

Zelenskyy the same thing which he
told President Viadimir Putin, to
resobve canflict through dialogue and
diplomacy. india will have to leverage
s growing intermational stature in
politics and economics to be counted

sales and profit targets, viclence should be a matter of sericus the four rapists in 2017, the court said Apropos of “Madi in Kyiv" (FE, August in this complex scenario and not
It's not clearwhether F &2 willbealk f her hewillai concerm in every sphere, not least the that besides effective implementation 23), armidst many Indian casualties in annoy Russia &t the same time.
to get the company through a tricky patch hefauhandlnguwrlhervdm informal sector, where women are aflaws, a change in the mindset of the war-tarn zones of Russia and Ukraine, ~8al Govind, Noids

Helooks like the catwho got the eream. But investors should bewary of Nestlé's
post-Schnelderera,

employed in large numbers, The
sweeping changes brought into the

zociety and creating awareness on
gender justice would go a long way 1o

Prime Minister Narendra Modi s
wlking a iightrope by visiting Ukraine

Wit to us at felettersespressinda com
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CHENNAI

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT 18 A MISSION,

~ Rumnath Goenka

CONTINUED VIGILANCE
ONFOOD PRICES MUST TO
TAME HEADLINE INFLATION

HE aldd dobite of core versus headline inflation resurfaced

when the Economic Survey 202524 asked the BRI to con-

sldar an nflathon trget excluding fod, whose prices arn

bflueneed more by supply than demand. Buat RBI Gover.

nor Shaktkanta Das recently dlsmigsed sucha possibility
Thae mmdnutos of the recent monetary polley review nweting re-
loased Thursduy confirm all members of the rate-satting panel
are an the spme poge. Sinee July 20238, food nflation hes ro-
malned slignificantly higher than ather two components of
hewdline inflation, averaging § percent and contribating 75 per-
cent to the beadllne mwmber during Apeikdune 2084, Food prioe
rise hog fallen from (ks peak of 10,6 percent bn July 3023, but
continued to be above 74 pereent. I you exclude this, the core
Lrflation vate would colbapse toa new low of 51 peroent In the
current serled, 1 means a progressive deeling In food nilatlon
U esmential to achleve the 4 pereent hosdling infladion targoel,

Persiatent food price shocks cannot be ignored glven 1ts high
whewre b the household consumptbon basket. 18 also oo slgnifi-
cant welght ol over 46 percent foe computing retall inflation; so
ome cannot ignore s moverments while svaluating the headline
muebier Thi elsk of splliovers to non-food sompanents also
complicates the tesk of tam ing inflation, As committes mombor
Rajly Ranjan noted, any sdjustment of the goal pust. apart from
underminbng central bunks’ hard-corned coedibilivg, may invite
e wreath of markets nid wipe ot the work done so far,

Thnt saled, th wedgo between bl wnd food inflation eon-
Ahevue 1o widen, negating the gains made throwgh the decline
In core nfation, lmportantly, bigher food prices sre spilling
over (o households” Inflation expectation and consumer contl-
dence—which s why the REL insksts on madntuining the statug
qu As Deputy Governor Michael Patrs observed, food price
shocks may originmte owtside the realm ol monetry polley ad
Inlthully manifest themselves in supply mismatches, but when
iy adfioed coamiponents of nflition, they eian propagats thiroagh
srenndarder effisets and gt general lsed—to which munetary
polley cannot b nsensitive, Persistently rising prices are al
wiysand everywhere a reflection of o much demand chasing
oo Hithe supply, oven I it 1s a supply shortfnll that starts the
prko splial, As oufgolng external commitiee member Ashlma
Goyal reasoned, continued vigilanes is the price of sueoss.

INNOVATION KEY TO SAFETY
IN DISASTER-PRONE KERALA

VERY d lsastor contadins vaduable lissons. Tho recont Waya-

sl bandslide hes pointers for the futirmn that Kemls, as

nlso the country, cannot afford to lenore. While the disister

underscored the effects of’ cllmate change, (talse served as

n dire warning to accept new realitios-—and to adapt or
periah, A study by ellmate selontists paggsd global warming,
which has inereased the intensity of maonsoon rainfull o the
reglon by 10 percent, s a trigger o the landslide. Warmer at-
misptere can hold moee molsture, maki s el
While that excplalia the spells of unusually heavy raln Kerala ks
witnessing, other factors that come jnto play na landslids are
wtenpress of the slope, permeability of the sodl, and haman ac-
Hvities ke Jand use change, deforestution, mining and con-
structlon. Sudden heavy downpours and human activities ace
et with Kerale's fregquent dloods, too, Add to thisthe fug
that almost 15 percent of Kerala is andsbde-peose and an equal
iren §s Nood-prone, the serlousness becames apparant.

Soelmade chiange and the reglon's fraghllty should be kepd In
e whilis taking up developmental activitios in Kerln. Fast
urbin lsation and high popubtion density make the task di6-
cult, Denling with it does sot mean stopping develogmental ac-
tvities. People need facilitles and the state needs to progress in
e with the times and ks reputation. Challenges and disasters
should prompt innovations that make lves safor while snsuring
prograss. In this, Keeals con Jearn o besson or two from Ak,
After a landatide that killed 17 in 2008, the Mizoram city jre-
pared comprehenstive Jandslide baeacd maps and enforeed siiet
alope modifcation rules, belplng eoarb later dumages,

Whillis Fernla must bring In regubstions for slope med ieition
and promote disaster-resbilent construction, (st also pat in
phace o better disaster-response sy stem, Effective dots-driven
manboring and eary warning systems should be set up so that
aeeurate and actionsbibe alerts are available thoely The govern.
ment ean being together s ageneles, aeadombe Institutions,
Independent elimte rosearchors and ordinaey people o devilogp
a strategy for hagard entification, monitorlng, response and
reseig, Valoerahle commundties alould be glven aceess o data
o sk, wiileh will bl them o be proactive and protect them-
melves, Risks nre often unprodictable, bt Kernk muost show the
resolve to change course and keop Hselfl safe.

RIGHT TOSPEEDY INTERNET

I aun bromde ivverston, Palistion has Blamed the country's Intor-

net users for markedly slower eonnection speeds. Wiile com-

T hliulu-ll'uwkmduwn [II'!iI new cyl urlty rogime,
Tl RIS A1 £y In data spead,
The Pakistant mw\:'l'nmr'l:t which blocked soctul media plat-
forms and throttled speeds after Imran Khan's arrest sparked
riobs best year, has polnted an acousing finger at users’ prefor-
ence for virtual private networks (o skirt state survedllinee, As
curbs b Manipure snd Kashmie show, Indl is no saint whin it
earmos toweb secess. Apart from the rlghts such moves lamyple
o, eviernmaents must conaider the buasiness losses they cause,

Resiclent Edoe (Tami| Natlu): At and Published by RK
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EFORE we plot the high-sinkes

connection botween the Indi-

un Premier League and mar-

kot bogle, let's ook at o ohsor-

] vation from Peter Cramton,

un economist who has done

extensive work on suction

design. He wrote in the Ewropean Eco-

nowmele Recfew bn 1006 "With neither

theory nor experiments providing

finitive results, it 18 easy to conclude

that which suetion formot i bost 1s an

empirical matter, How one would go

about answering this emplrical gues-

thom s difficuls ot best, since rarely do

wie sea midtiple formnts being used in
wnaily comparable settings"”

This {8 whare tho IPL wnd Ravichan-
dram Ashwin come in. The IPL I8 o labo-
ratory for experimenting with auction
design-—n rare hecury that Tndia's gov.
ernments, public sector uniis or bank-
ruptey courts donot have, And the spin-
ner, whe hoas 310 wickets in 324 T20
matches, recently spoke out loudly
aguinst the posalble reinstatement of
{hes right to mateh (RTM) card at the
next IPL avetion. He belleves the RTM
syatem undervilues {he player

Before we weligh the logic behind Ash-
win's clnim, lot's define the key terms.
At the IPL, plivyers are traded in an as-
eending price suction—the teams ploce
hids in increments. The winner is the
team willing to pay the most, with no
ome olae willlng to outhid it

In eponomic ltersture, RTM |s also
known as the right of firet refusal. In-
troduced at the 2018 TPL megs nuction,
thae rule nllows tenms to keep up to five

lugyers from the previous sepson by us-
fnu the playor retention rule before the
anetion or RTM at the suction, I they
mutoh the highest price bid at the aoe-
thom, the RTM allows a team reacquire
a player who they did not retain before
the anction. A maximum of three reten-
tinns or three RTMs were permitted,
subpect to the overall limit of five,

Why teams want RTM

Focent reports indieate that wams
want to bring haelk RTM in the 2025 aue-
tion. Rebuilding an entire tepm defios
IuL.h: S0 teams would like to retain

many core players as possible, At
tlulluum lhuy wottld prefer s mix of re-
tenthon snd FTM.

Soane preferentinl trestment 18 ob-
served in other sporis leagues, too, An
example would be to let the team
that performed the worst in the previ-
ous season plek the first player
from the avmilnbie pool in the snswing

e

IPL Is & lab for experimenting with fair price discovery
systems, 50 Ravichandran Ashwin's recent warming against
relnstating the right to match rule should be taken seriously

HOW ECONOMICS
CAN MAKE IPL
AUCTIONS FAIRER
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woason. This allows everyane to bulld
n competitive team, But this iden
onnnot be extended to RTM.

Al the IPL auetion, the temm interest-
ol In exercising BTM puts in n bid at
the base price of the player and then
watches the bidding unfold between
other tewms, They would behove differ.
ently i they had to participate actively
In the suetion for n player who was
not part of their team. In the latter
enge, the team reveals the maximum
price it would pay for o player; under
WTM, the true valuation of the playeras
nscertained by the eam exercising the
RTM s not necessarily rovealed,

Consider the case of Faf du Plessis in

0a

MM AN
SHIVANGI CHANDEL
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2018, His had plngwd for Chennal Super
Kingy, who matched the highest bid of
16 erore und retnined him. In 2082, hs
wus bought by Reyal Challengers Ban-
galore for 87 crore, The IPL 2022 mega
uuction did net hove RTM. It was prob-
ably a combinntion of recent form, the
deaire for RCB to have him as the e
tmin and the absence of RTM that con-
tributed to his higher valustion,

A mathematical model formalising
this lne of thinking will threw up thi
downsicde of RTM for players, RTM can
discourage bldders from bldding sotive
Iy A team will expect that winning
agninst the RTM holder 15 more expen-
sive. 1t brings in o big element of uneer-

CLOUDBURST PROTESTS CALL
FOR NEW CROWD COMPUTING

HERE clid ull the crowds that
thromged Dhaka como from ot
o short notice as revolutionsry
fervour wwept Bangladesh and
ousted its elegted prime minis-
ter? Where did the mob that
yvancalized Kolkata's B G Kar
Huospinal after the horrible rape and muoe
e of 0 woman doctor emergs from? In-
eheed, how dlid protests erugpt aeross India
Insupport of the sape victim and againsg
a sbmilar ineident in Maharashitrn?

We have witnessed many prodests in
Inetisn and elsewhere, But in recent yours,
it can be said thit secinl medin plays an
Important role in the eruption and seal-
Irg of meass protests with a spoed that can
b stupelying for ndminisirators. In the
ol mormal, eroweds gathered af o slower
e, offen from nearby areps, In the new
normal seheme of things, the so-called
prmehair warrlors can turn aetive street
protesters when and where reguired

This mansoon, the subsontinent has
s both erowed bursts nnd cloudbursts,
1 wold Hiee 1o think of the itter as o
metaphor for the former. Scientifieally
speaking, cloudbursts sccur after warm
e eurrents impede the normal fow of
rainelrops, lending toan seewmulation of
warter:, In i political sense, pent-up anger
or simmering protests are ke warm
currents that reach a Mashpoing when
patient, pea | poople are ready to
storm the streets—as we withessed in
ks, Kolloitn ard Thime,

1 would [nclude in this category the re-
cent thots (n the UK, where farvight mobs
T nmok, attacking immigrants or nog-
whites following a baseless rumour that
the perpetrator of & knife attack that
killed thres young girls was o Muslim im-
migrnnt, Like water held back by warm
wir, pent-up feelings finned by

MADHAVAN
NARAYANAN

1t o group of people that assombles qukek-
Ly s o puakslie plaess ke o rnilway station to
tinge acts of entertminment, satire o artis-
tie mepression, Th term i not officially
used for protests, But the underdy ing tech.
nobogy s much the same, The Internet eos-
hiles quick assembly of people, whether ag
protest groups or urtiste troupes,

Crowd computing now necds some so-
phisticated elowd computing. One does nog

A camblnation of rumours amplified
on sodial media, propaganda shared
on engrypted messengers and police
high-handedness can combine to
foim situatians that only need a
trlgger to rause a flvod of people on
the streets, Authoeities need to revise
trowd conteol methods at a time
technoogles are more democratic

ik Mty Lesuel-hwsed sol

da and foprs can covse crowd bursts,

Cloud ecperts any climnte change and
greenhousy gas emisgions have nltersd
nature, Similarly the internet and mes-
menger apps have changed fho nature of
erowil behmviour,

This 2011 ries bn London were Lnked G
Incendinry BlackBerry Messanger texts
thut escaped the attention of authorities.
Ad the medin observed, that eruption was
o i ery from thie Tottenhsm riots in 1965,
when n megaphons-wiclding man ineited a
mmnller ervivel. Tochnobogy has msds many
things po msily vival, and ensily scalahle,

Protests can inid do resemble flash mobs
that used to be in fshion over & decade agn

ware can help luwu-n[nrﬂ'm il only they
dig deaper to find patterns bofore they de-
seend 1 furious crowdbursts, WhatsA)
und other encrypted messengers lke Tel-
wgrnm can spread rumours, usefu] infor
mntion, hato calls and solidurity messapes
alihe, Avthorithes must go thit exira mile
to keep track of soecial troubls spots,

Bath good and bad erowds con omeng
ot of nowhers, Socinl maedia plved o g
role in the Arab Spring In Egypt and
North Africa betwesn Z10 and 2012 One
rossareh paper described the Janatha
Araygalaya (People's Strugghe) in Sri Lan-
T i B0 s oy e medd rovolution ™ in
wihich the public was educated about im-
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portant political snd legal facts, After the
mevere earthguake at Bh) in 2000, Guja-
ratds from neross the planet roksed reliel
mnterind naing sarly Intermnet sitos,

1 recall an afternoon n Hydersbod two
deendis aga, when the feunder of an 1T
company eglnined to me how s compa-
ny had helped the UK's Scotland Yard to
fdentify probable crime spots by process-
Ing geographical information system data
from potontial wreas of troutde, Dota sci-
ance wnd elowd computing enn muke it eas-
lpr Policn neross thn wordd ean and do use

itn] hy
Iu tnckls viots nrul mab vielenoe, but this
neads to be sepped wp and become morg
refined, The recent stroot protests show
thers @5 8 long way to go—not o speak of
this dbivection in which things must go,

Wiriting after the recent Bingladesh pro-
tiets, @ Colombo based correspondent
Ioaked back ut the suster of Sri Lankan
Presideit Gednbayn Rujupaksa. She sald n
lotof” haurel work wos necessary for journsl
st o g 1 clonr pleture s the profests hsd
“neaherent naerativeor clear auth
shie underlined the Imporiance of * r
img" mE mudtiple levels to find clovity, That
applies just as much to law enforcers,

Wht |s Incrensingly apparent ia that
the combination of seclal media, ru-
MUK, ENEFYPLsd MosSenEers, propn-
wandn and police high-handedness can
combing o form elowdburst-lke sita-
tions that anly need s trigger event to
e flood of people an the streets. Au-
thoritios need to reverse-swing the tradi-
tional definition of crowd control, whors
o tearpgas shell or pollee fring could dis
perse velatively smaller crowds.

Listening to the voices of fears and in-
Justiee can provide demoeratic intel
wenee that was seemingly lacking
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Britaln and West
Borgeul. Hiving an onr to the ground has
u whale new meaning when people can
nspemblo ke nimbus clowds and rain on
imperious rulers, You can’tsloep in he]
with suthoritnrinn fantasios when the
technology is democratic,

(Vieros ave personal)
(0n X imaedrersity)

Y. IF an exchange between two parties s voluntary,
£ irwill not take place unbess both believe they
will benefit from it Most economic fallacies
derive from the neglect of ¢

simphe insighe Filedman

tnlnty while building the ideal tepm,
Adso, there Is the notion of a team over-
prying—beating the RTM holder essen-
tinlly means that the right holder does
not value the player as moch as the win.
nerdoes, Empirical evidenoe from other
contexts suggest that RTM can crente o
situntion where the right holder pays
logs for u player than what they would
hae if they had participsted in open
Bidding for the playes

RTM with additional features

Tha firsd apthon i to hve & Tule requir-
ing the team exercising RTM (o top
tha ighost bid ot the suethon by the in-
eremental bid in that slab. For example,
If the highest bid for o playver is
10 erore, then the tenm exercising
RTM will hurve to pary 5 cortain percent-
age over this amount, Depending
on the industry and nature of contrac,
top-ups aver this winning bid is wsoslly
in the region of 5256 percent,

The second option is to fix the mal-
mam number of retentions, In enrlier
auetions, the rules permitted pryment
of R16, 12, Bund 6 crore to the first, sec-
ond, third and fourth ehoics playors,
respectively, Suppose for arguments
sitke, now elght players can be retained
and IPL rules do not specify § retent ion
price slab but allow the tewm to negeti-
ate with the players, Thus sach team
would hoave the right of first offer
(RoF0} o the plvyer—which the player
ean socepl or deeling, The offer price is
recorded by the IPL authorities but not
disclosed if the player declines, If the
pluyer aecepts, he is rotained; ¢lse, e
geets fo the austian,

Hern, the player tnles the risk of be-
Ing unsold or sold ot a lower price,
{het ighisst bid veceived by the player is
lower than the amount offered
by his originad tonm, then the original
tomm has the option to mateh this
price and retaln him, Under this
seonario, lhu]:hl\mrliﬂwuﬂ‘ ol the prin-
elple of ‘no risk, no gain'.

All these transactbons have to respect
the overnrching guldeling for all
temms—to not exeead the (ol budget
and o Pulfill the minimem and mpxi-
mum number of players any tenm needs
o b on its roster,

IT there wis no smbiguity over these
rules, o stnggering 2.500-00d research
artieles weuld net have been writton on
RoFR since 2020, That's why Ashwin's
cor n cunnot be dismissed, And why
thoge designing government auctions
should stay tused to th 1PL debate.

(Vieaus are personal)
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US meddling

Ref; Thve spectre of instabiflty on the sagtem
frant |hug 23] 1 the US [1 indead fomanting
Teime thange in parts af Asia, 1t may
baomerang on ihe nadion itxell. There ase s
meny disatfections inside its sociel Takeic. Any
Intemal sirife within the mation will certainty
Cause an et hguain-|ie §lfvation,

San aman,

Recasting castes

Ref; Backwardngss mends relook (o make more
frredusier poliches (Aug 23). There 15 & real need
be el & caste survey, mspechally b wiew of the
thanged sockopalitkad climate of the nation,
The el sting reservations have hanafited anly
Inflientlal sections of certadn castes,

6 Nataraja Parumal, Belagavi

Constitution's fixity
Ref; Moraliy, metaghors and ehe Cansifindion
{Reg 23), Justic KR Khanna's metaghor
wmphasices the Constitution's dynamic
nature, seggesting it bs a pathway for
winlying seiptal values rther than a rigld
boundary. Howeves, this flebility can alio
Tead b varying interpretations. potentially
creating Incensiziancies, The challange lies
In bialancing the naed far progress with
reserving the Consticution’s com principies,
yanan Kizhumundayur, Thitssut

Pharma regulations

Rel: Vizag five an alarm fo shed regedaiory
sl [Aug 23}, Indteeiofal sately data 1
disappointingdy dismal. In pharma ogereidens,
ronthor seasithily o lemperatune and presiune
I eritical. Sataty menagemest systems ane in
plece, but nod felly In use. Lenlancy n itatutesy
inspes fsom must be pefdesly desit with
Butdha Jagd|sh fiaa, Visakhapatnam

Industrial tragedias

The blust b a pharma unit In Anakepalld
digtrict of Andhra Pradesh b5 yet anathe major
Indugtrial disestes In the state aftes the firo at
an Abchutapuram SET factory and o tasic gos
Iealt [ May 2020, India has been witnessing
surge in explosion-elated aceldents in
factenlus. On the one hand, the cowntry boasts
of being an industrial powerheuse with a lof
of ineerintive trhemes and reforma in place;
on the other, tragedies | e those mentioned
whove are hecoming be comemen, with
wulnerable workers ofien paying the mice,

R I,

Mpox alart

Thee Weald Haalth Orgasiration hat

declared Mpox @ pudlic health smergency of
intemational concern. S0 the health minister
should isswe adyisesies for wigilante a2 all
watry poinis ke airports and seaports.
Nabinit Panigrbhl, Rayngada
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Mahendia Jani bormowed maney lrom a private lender who has takien away the papers. 01 I Mat i Alvmedabad. vy somes

Caught in the Jaws
of loan sharks

In Gujarat, poor and lower-middie income families who are often turned away by banks

approach the hundreds

of unregistered private money lenders and soon fall into an unending debt trap. The lenders constantly harass
them, issuing threats or seizing their Eands, which pushes them to attempit suicide, Mahesh Langa reports on
the victims and the police’s efforts in curbing this increasing trend

cM ¢

K

Trigger warning: The following article has refe-
revices to suicide, Please aveid reading if you feel
distressed by the subject,

ahendra Jand (name changed), 'o:t.

looks crestfallen when he

about h flat located in M\h

b rarea in Ahimedabad, Guja-

rat. He may have to sell it by October this year if

he s not able to repay the amount he hid bar-

rowed from a private money lender in 2022,

When he began suffering losses in his business of

running a communicatbon agency,

4 lakh ar an interest rate of 4-5% per month from

the money lender, He has lrw:lp repaid about

5 lakh in various instalme last two

rars, but the lender has now asked him 1o pay

4 lakh more in order 1o "setthe” the account,

Meanwhile, Janl has wound up his business and
found a salaried |

The lender, ].nu m}s has taken the howse pap-
ers for the flat from him, and set October as the
deadline for the payment of 34 lakh, “1 am going
through a harrowing experience,” Jand says. 1
made i huge mistake in borrowing from this len-
der, whao | found through a commaon friend. My
life is nearly ruined "

On his phone, fani points to each instalment
he repaid from his bank account, “The lender
gradually increased the interest rate from 5% to
10%," he says. Tired of the money lender’s con-
stant harassment, Jani plans to approach the pal
fee with a stack of documents,

In Saniej industrial zone in Gandhinagar, Ra-
r, 49, runs a small pharma-

Afjar had borrowed 32,49 crore
from two private lenders, Hardik Mehta and Jal-
paben Janl, allegedly at 4 4% “extortionate mte”,
aterm that the police use to describe sich cases
I his complaing to the police, Gajjar stated that
he repaid the £2.49 crore with interest and penal-
ty, yet the lenders had demanded £2 crore more.

In the last few years, the Gujarat Police hive
registered several such cases of harissment, pro-
perty seizure, exploitation, and even violence by
private loan sharks. The police say these lenders
have networks everywhere, from villages to citles
stch as Ahmedabad, Surat, and Rajkot. Often,
these lenders are ot registered with the State go-
vernment under the Gujarat Money-Lenders Act,
2001 Police say ofteny, lower and middle-class fa-
milles turn to these lenders in desperation for
treatment of hialth isswes, resurrecting dying bu
sinesses, or onganksing weddings.

Chasing exploitative lenders

In 2028, Hitesh Parmar of Ahmedabad’s Chandk-
heda locality had borrowed 40 lakh for his
mother’s cancer reatmient from two lenders, Ta-
riiit anil Krunal Tivar. He claimed in his com-
plaint to the police that he had repaid the
amount with a monthly interest of 10%, yet 1u
was allegedly harassed to pay $1.2
mare, Parmar even moved inte a new house to
avoid the lenders, but they found him eventually
and used violence to intimidate him. Parmar fi-

ee

My life has
been
destroved
Ty these
private
ey
lenders. |
tave been
sullering for
Vs,
ANURAG
CHELANA

In many cases, what starts as a normal finan-
cial transaction between a bormower and a lender
{or lenders) often turns into a tragedy, with the
lenders seizing property or persisting with
threats and demands that often even push the
borrowers to attempt suicide,

For instance, Akash Sankhia, 32, who is based
in Vastral in Ahmedabad, had borrowed 35 lakh
frosm a lender named Vipul
working capital for his business. At the time of
borrowing, the lender had clarified neither the
terwre of the loan nor the interest rate, Sankhla
later, however, Vyvas coolly
at the principal amount had
increased o 115 lakh and that Sankhla had 1o |>;|y
22.25 lakh per month as interest. Sank
jpaid the initial 25 lakh by January 2024, but \-'_\.Ls.'
torture continued, driving him to attempt sul-
cide, Sankhla underwent treatment for mental
harassment, as per the complaint he lodged with
the Ahmedabad Police earlier this month.

Since 2023, the Gujarat Police has been carry-
lingg out a special drive against such lenders, This
year, in a press release, the State government
had said that 323 cases had been lodged against
565 individuwals until July 31 OF them 343 people,
who were invelved in charging hefty interests
and causing harassment or even resorting to vio-
le wiere arrested.

“We have seen many cases of harassment by
the lenders. Therefore, at the retion of the
Chief Minister, we liunched this drive against
private lenders to help the victime,” Gujarat's Ju-
nior Home Minister, Harsh Sanghvl, had sald in
July. The drive entails filing cases against lenders
who hound borrowers; ensuring that the proper-
ties of borrowers are returned to them if the len:
ders have usurped them; and helping bormowers
get finance or credit from government banks and
institutions. On Aigust 23, Sanghvi said that the
drive against the “meonster lenders” would conti-
miee ancl the police would deal stemly with them,

A banner alesting pooph: p-nwle wm.m victims of debt traps to iImmediately

nally approdched the police w file 3 compl.

conatact th

bl e, 1A LAY SOMEN

Pollce officials admit that there have been ma-
iy eases of sulckde and violence, including rape,
by private moneylenders. Many of them operate
iltegally. The interest amounts they charge far ex-
ceed the State-mandated maximum rate of 5%
per annum from a borrower who has provided
security, and 15% from i borrower who hasn't,
There are often huge penalties on late

ee

A bank charges 10-12% interest anmually,
while private kenders e e than 51% i
month

.5 MALIK

and daily interests that compound.

“A bank charges 10:02% interest annually,
while private lenders charge more than 51% a
maonth, We have organised a camp with municl-
pal corporations to facilitate eredit to poor .lnd
lower middle-class borrowers from governm
banks and other financial institutions. We a
so acting againsa the loan sharks after filing FIks
against them,” Ahmedabad Police Commissioner,
5. Malik, had said on July 18,

In Surat too, the police organised several such
camps, They returned to the borrowers a dosen
howses or flais, four plots, and three cars, which
were seized by the lenders. “We will not allow
any high-handedness, We have lnnched a crack-
down on lenders who use muscle power against
borrowers,” says Surat Police Commissioner,
Anupan Singh Gehiloe,

Similarly, in Junagadh, about 320 kilometres
from Ahmedabad, the police booked 45 lenders
in 37 cases between June 21 and July 31 this year.
They found more than 250 blank signed chegues
which were taken by the lenders from the bor-
rowers. They also found the registration books of
21 vehicles, which had been seized by the
lendbers,

Death by harassment

In the midst of the special drive that continued
until the end of July, the State's
daily, Gujarar Samachar, wrote in an article that
these seizures and Andings were merely the tip of
the iceberg. The newspaper also wrote that 797
people had ended their lives due to harassment
and violence by lenders between 2017 and 2023,
It provided year-wise figures that it had meticu-
lously compiled from varfous districts and re
ported that in the kst two years alone, nearly 1.6
fakh people in Gujarst had become victims of ex-
tortionate rates charged by privade lenders.

There is no official data on the number of
deaths by subcide due to private lenders, Howey-
er, police officials who The Hindu spoke to in half
A dogzen districts and cities confirmed that the sit-
wittion is alarming, especially among the poor.
Onee I'alnl]m orrow money from loan sharks,
they end up being trapped for a long tine and so-
matimes even work as bonded labour for the len-
ders. Their struggle to repay the money for
maonths and years pushes them to the depths of
despar, the police said.

In a strongly worded editorial on July 13, Raj-
kot's popular Gujarati evening news portal, Akila,
implored the State to instil fear among lenders
who have been operating with a sense of impun-
v, “We noticed that families are being destroyed
because of these exorbitant interest rates,” says
the editor, Kirlt Ganatra,

Ganatra cites the example of Nilesh Hindocha
arud his friend Bhargavbhal, whe run asmall milk
parlour [n Rajket. Thetr case was widely reporied
in local newspapers. The two men had borrowed
6.7 lakh in staggered amounts, “Against the prin:
cipal borrowing of 6.7 lakh, both of them had
paid back 227 lakh. But the lenders were threa-
tening them and demanding more money, One
lender even asked Hindocha to sell his kidney

e the ‘sutstanding amount’ of 26 lakh,"
e says. A police complaint was lodged agai
Four people on July 29 in Rajkot,

The situation is particularly bad in Surat, an in-
dustrial city populated by dismond Factories and
textile units,

“The diamond sector is in bad shape due wo va-
rhows global factors and the textile industry s akso
not dodng well, As a result, workers turn o ben-
ders for thelr petty needs, who harass them, In
Surat, there are 3-4 deaths by suicide
due to economic distress, Usury is aloo a fi
pushing sisch hapless people to take extreme

Benerdabuad Tk ©

steps,” says Suratbased Mano] Mistry, a local
Journalist who muns a paper called Gujarat
Guardian,

AWareness programimes
Last year, when the first drive against kenders was
launched in Surat. the then Police Commissioner,
Ajay Tomar, had described the lenders as “blood
suckers.” He had lunched the drive after realis-
ing that the borrowers were afrald to approach
the police in such cases. Tomar verified the data
of privaie lenders and investigated how many
were registered with the State government. Only
registered lenders were eligible to lend money to
people at a fxed thind term interest rate. Eco:
nomic distress is forcing people to use the servic:
e of private moneylenders o borrow paliry
amonts for their immediate needs, say police of-
ficials. They add that obtaining leans from banks
is an arduous task for many people. In additon,
banks turn  down applications on  various
groumds, forcing peopbe to go to private lenders,
senior police officials say lenders get bormow-
ers to sign blank cheques and then deposit the
cheques when the borrowers don't vield to their
unreasonable demands. “Once the  signed
cheque is deposited and dishonowred for lack of
balance or for any other reason, the lender then
initiates criminal proceedings agalnst the bor-
rower for default, This tactic is used to scare the
Borrowers with police action,” they =ay.

On August 20, the Ahmedabad Police organ-
ised i foan camp for families in Jamalpar, 3 mi-
nority and lower caste-dominated area in Ahme-
dabad. “It is an awareness programme against
private lenders, and to promote loans from go-
vermment banks. The government needs (o or:
ganise these camps in every locality of the city to
et the victims released from the clutches of priv-
ate lemders, | thanked the police for organising
the camp in rea,” says the Congress MLA
from Jamalpur, Imran Khedawala.

According to Khedawala, due 1o widespread
fear of unregulated private lenders, the victims
sulfer in silence. The fear of lenders is so strong
that those who file complaints often refise to give
any more details than what they have already
provided to the police,

Instead, they resort (o extreme steps. Anurag
Chelana, 45, Is battling for life a1 the Sola Chil
Hospital, A small farmer in Ganeshpura village of
Patan district in north Gujarat, Chelana hacl bor-
rowed about $2.5 lakh from a local lender in 2016
and had repaid almost double the amount in the
next few years.

“Yet, the lender kept demanding more,” albeg:
s Vishnu Desai, Chelana's younger brother, “A
few months age, he threstened Chelana saving he
would have to pay 220 lakh or else lose his land
and house. Chelana filed a police case against the
lender's Fumily in June, Within two days, the len-
der and others came to his house and beat up
everyone, including Chelana’s children. The pol-
lce dicl nothing.”

On Thursday morning, a defieated Chelana at-
tempted suicide and wiis rushed fo the Civil Hos-
pital. Doctors say he is eritically ill. In a note he
left behind for his family, Chelana named Dharm-
shi Desai and his three sons as the kenders who
had tornired him. “Those four monsters have
ruined my brothers life and family,” says Desai.
Chelana's wife has been pleading with journalisis
1o try and get them out of this nightmare.

Chela |s.;yr, My lifie has been destroyed by
sons, | have been ~||H'enng for
ers are simply unrelenting.”

Ielpetivser mumabers: [ yous iare dn dictress, pleaiee noach oul 8 these
2T helplines: KIRAN 1500- 559 Ourith

ama
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Surging ahead

Kamala's socialism resonates with people while personal
attacks by Trump diminish his chances in the US elections

oncé agaln on Vice Presidant Kamala Harrls. Her steadfast commitmant to sec-

As the United States gears up for another contentious election, the spotlight is

ularism has struck a chord with a diverse electorate that values the separation
of church and state. In contrast, former President Donald Trump's attacks on Harris,
aimed at undermining her credibility, may be backfinng, potentially diminishing his
chances In the upcoming elections. As the political elimate in the United States con-
tinues to evolve, Vice President Kamala Harris has emerged as a prominent advo-
cate for policies rooted in democratic socialism. Her focus on social justice, eco-
nomic equality, and governmant intervantion to address systemic issues resonates
with a growing segment of the American electorate. Meanwhile, former President
Donald Trump's attacks on Harris appear to be weakening his appeal, potentially dimin-
Ishing his chances in the upcoming elections. Kamala Harris's brand of socialism

cantras on creating a falrer soclety through progros-
sive taxation expanded healthcare access, and
stronger social salety nets. Her policies aim to
address the widaning waalth gap, ensure affordable
education, and promate racial and gender equality,
These Iideas have gained traction, particularly
among younger votars, minortles, and working-class
Americans who feel lett behind by the current sco-
nomic system. Harris's commitment to thase prin-
ciples is seen as a response to the pressing needs
of a diversa and economically stratified nation, By
advocating for policies that pripritize the needs of
thie many over the interests of the few, Harrs is tap-

ping Into a widespread desire for systemic change. In contrast, Donald Trump's
strategy has oftan refied on personal attacks, attempting to discredit Harris by ques-
tioning her policies and character. However, these comments have not only failed to
underming Harris's growing support but may also be backfiring on Trump himsalf,
Many votars percelve Trump's rhatoric as divisive and out of touch with the issues
that matter most to them, such as healthcare, education, and econamic justice.
Mareover, Trump's focus on personal attacks rather than substantive policy debates
could ba alienating vaters who are looking for solutions to real problems. As the elec-
torate bacomes Increasingly concemed with issues Iike Incoma Inequality, climate
change, and access to healthcare, Trump's attacks may come across as a distrac-
tion from the pressing Issues at hand, Kamala Harris's approach, rooted in demo-
oratic soclallsm, offers a vision of an Amarica whara everyona has a fair shot at sug-
cess. This vislon Is resonating with a growing number of votars who ara frustrated
with the status quo and are seeking leaders who will champion their interests.
Meanwhile, Trump's jabs may be costing him the support of those whao are tired of
political mutsiinging and are looking for a leadar who can address thelr neads,

A mafwut Latho an slogtam o Elgran! Dipstirage it Pinssah

Unheeded cries

Violence again:

t women:

RAJDEER PATHAK

As public outrage grows, the challenge before the authorities is to

provide safety and dign

o flashback all the past
horrendous incidents of
violence agalnst women,
particularly Incidenis of
rape croas the mind, Here in
Our COUNITY, NEWspaper puges
maore than often bring out horrl
fying sccounts of sexunl vialence
= a 6S-year-old grandmaother
nnnuu]lctr in Kharagpur or o
teenage ghel, native of Uttar
Prachesh, was gang-raped inside o
vernment bus at the Dehradun
nier-State Bus Termlnal (ISB7T)
in Uttarakhand on August 12,
2024, and the latest from
Muharashtra, when on August 20,
2024, two minor giels, aged 4,
studying in Nursery, were sexu
ally assaulied by a school swee
er in the washroom of o well
lenown Adarsh Vidya Mandir in
Padlapur schoal near Mumbal,
These incidents happened with
in dayx when the entire mation
wins gripped by the horrars of the
I G Kar Medical College and
Howpital at Kollata, And these are
not wolsted incidents - they are
part ofa grim reality where a n;JlL'
s reported every 21 minutes, Yot
despite the horror these crimes
evoke, they are quickly forgotien
by all except the victims and thelr
Fummlles, wha are left wo fght lone-
Iy, odhen Tutide batthes for justice for
years, which somatimes is only
the ray of hope for them.Indias
response to sexual violence
rernaing disturbingly inadequate,
More than a decade has pissed
slnee the Nirbhaya case - a bru-
tal gang lu{m that shocked the
nation and led w the passage of
new pexual assault laws. But the
wituition has barely improved.
MNewtly 54 years before Nirkshaya,
the fearless, Aruna Shanbaug, o
25-yeur-old nurse, wa viclously
assaulied by n hosplial cleaner in
Mumbui, Sodomized, strangled
with o metal chain, and left for
dead, she survived = only to
remaln in o vegetative state for 41
urs until her death,
fer ordeal led 10 0 landmark
Judgment on passive euthanasia
in India, yet her sulfering stands
s testament o the enduring
fallures of a sochety that contin
wiew o fadl fs womsen, The recent
brutal rape and murder of o 31
year-old postgraduate traines
doctor in Kollata serves as a grim
remdnder that litle haw changed.
Female healtheare workers or

women workers per se, still
fear for their safety even in
supposed sunctuaries such i
haowpitals, This ongalng crisis
underscores the dire need for
veul change = o change that
oo beyond laws und sddres-
ea the decp-seated cultural
and Institutional faklures that
allow such atrocities o persist,
This Incident of R.G. Kar
Medical Callege and Hospital

has shaken the conscience of

West Bengal, and the ripple
g felt ncross the
political landscape — and the
entire pation, The puhblics
reaction to this crime has
been ferce and unforgiving.
Protests have erupted across
the state, with citizens
demanding fustice not only for
the victim but also calling for
bevader reformy to ensure
such incidents are not repeat

eed,
I'he political and soclal
respanse o the Incldent has
been equally chaotic. The deci-
shon for a swill call for o CBI
Inventigatiom and capital pun-
tahment, abongside the rally for
“Khela Hobe Divas,” has been
miet with criticism for its tim

Ing and focuis.

Addditionally, state actions,
wuich s the tranler of doctors
wllegedly involved in protests
anel the wse of social media to
counter celebrity critiques
(read singers), have fusther
fueled delwates about the han

ling of the case. The political
implications of this |}Ihlldrnl

ity of women acr

HIGH-PROFILE

0ss the country

— i .~

could be far-reaching, But
beyond politics, the salety of
women and girls In India
remaing o critical concern,
decply rooted in sochetal
norms, legal frameworks, and
intitutional practices,

Dienpite advancements in leg-
Isdatiomn and public awareness,
instances of violence and
harassment agains wornen
are prevalent. High-profile
cusees of assault, teallicking, wnd
domestic violence highlight
the persistent \'u|l'lk‘l'|llf"l||l'ih
faced by women and girls, The

CASES OF |l'_u;|||1 ;y:iu‘]n;‘. willllfl equipped
ASSAULT, 53 E..]::I.‘.]. Jltu,’a',f.f,\ﬁ-".:fl.h' the
TRAFFIGKING, - Crines L Ancndne
AND DOMESTIC I‘mlcullmll, of l:h\l]dr\l‘l: ,{I\\!I{I;

Sexual Offences Act (POCS
VIOLENCE of 2012), s:l':nn .\.1|'||%gh'i with
HIGHLIGHT I.|np||r|nc||1;|l|||l| and enforce-

mant,

THE PERSISTENT I'l:L'r.\' :;n!' ;ynlcmllc ::r].ws In
VULNERABILITIES 15y plice esponi, whic
FACED BY exacerbate the wense of nsecu-
rity. Protective measures
WOMEN )

including the establishment of
Enﬂ-lmrf courts and special
ired police units, aim to
acdddress these lisues and pro-
wide same ray of light in this
dark world for women,
Further, socletal attitudes
towards women play a signil-
leant role in underminin

these measures. Doy -ﬁhll\'ﬁ
patriarchal views and cultur-
al practices continue W nar-
mallse gender-hased violence,

making it difficult for protec
tive baws to translate into tan-
rlhlc walety for women. The
ack of comprehensive sexual
education and community
rn“nr.clm'm further perpetu-
ates harmiul stereotypes and
behaviours, Right education
for the boys at hame ks snoth-
e crucial area for intervention
Ly the governiment and NGO,
The lnl?r of NGUs and grass
roots movements has been
pivotal in advocating for
women's rights and safety,
Effective safety measures must
Invalve not only legal reforms
bent also wsignificant shifts in
averull attides and commu-
nley Involvement.,
The challenge before the
wntharities b not just one of
povernance but of moral lead-
crship = n test that will define
their legacy to guarantee safe-
ty o wormen and girl children,
i fomear! masting ko,
favonl basundhara /Tobe
admmar wnnabofarimo kena
bopchita kora,., (1 am no
other, but the daughier of
yours, O maotherand Why
deprive me of the legacy of my
human life. .}, Written in the
year 1933 by Rabindranath
Thgore, these lines echo fur and
wide and call for collective
ko, It in thme 1o stand wp to
wee where we stand and where
we fll,
(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gapdhil Swiviti and
Dhrshaan Sumith; views are
personal)

Empowering Women: Mandatory

self-defence training in schools

This proactive approach could provide women with the skills and
confidence to fend off potential attackers, empowering them

e cauldron of public
rage iy IJuIIIIIF over in
the aftermath of the

rupe and murder of o 'ruulir
renident doctor in Kollata, it
ban't the first time that the
nathon I8 witnessing such
prucsomeness, and It won't
¢ the last elther unless
something drastic happens
ut all levels — societal, legal
and paychological.
It dan't thar there were no
horrific instances of sexual
wssault on women before
Nirbhaya. There were, but
Nirbhaya's case brought the
Iswue of women's salety (or
the lack of it} front and cen-
tre, and bt resulted in insti-
ttlng leghsdation thit offered
weomen more protection and
legal support. Stringent mea
wures have been implement
ed, yet incldents keep hap
pening across the country,
It I\t‘ilﬁ}‘ Teels like no exter
nul force can stem this rot,
und it is time for women to
take their protection into
thelr own hands, literally.In
light of the above, | am
wondering if it wouldn't be
o ]\nnlf('nt and practical
to arm our girls with self
defence tactics right from the
beginning, Crimes against
waren have become so reg-

ular, that attention J
now turn towards finding
MEANS 10 empower women
i way that will give them
confidence and security in
dilferent realms of thelr pro-
feswional and privite lves,
The violations can probably
be attributed to o decp-root-
ed patriarchal mindset that
Tas been the hane of women
(ot just in India), but fixing
the blame on soclety or s
vagaries does not help us
1Iglfn critical lssuen such as
this. 1% worse when women
themselves are held respon-
sible for the abuses they are
subjected 1o

If mrlc[iv-‘ wants to pin the
responsibility of salety on
warnen, then there must be
an action plan o arm
women with the necessary
armament.

In simple words, why not

make martial arts und other
self-defence lessons com-
pulsory in the school cur-
rieulum? I there can be a
sports or PT perlod, there
can be o martial arts perlod
ton, The very idea of equip
|un? our girls with the skills
to fend off troublemaloers
makes me jubilant and offers
hope that no legislation can
offer. Widespread condem
ntbon wned demand for puni-
Live action cannol pre-empl
future instances,
What can curb it s the gen
eral knowledge among
arrant men that the woman
they have corered is capa
ble of packing a punch, a
chop or a kick that will neu-
tralise them. Mantial arts
han been an optional activi-
1y for girls in an urban set
ting, but only when it i
Introduced as o part of the
currlcalum from priniary
grades in every school and
they must be genuinely
emancipated from the dan
ers that lurk at every corner
of their daily lives
It s emcouraging o learn
that the government |s intent
o 1 akm to ensure the safe-
ty of women in the country
and hand out the severest
punishment to perpetrators,

ASHA IYER KUMAR

but these are steps taken
post-Incident, What 1s sug
gested in this piece is a plan
o provide a pre-emptive
measure, i way to forestall
violent attacks against
women by their defences, It
can deter o good majority of
men on Ilfu: loose with
vagrant ldeas

Parents who are better
informed enrol thelr daugh
ters in seli-defence pro
pramumes, but they are few
und far between, The real
difference will be seen anly
when every ichool-going
child s l'":‘lihl the tech-
nhhm-- b wird off an of
er by dint of thelr physical

IR,
f our women can win
mecaly in the boxing and
wrestling rings, iF they can
build enough brawns along
with brains In school, it
every man who casts o sala-
clous glance on 4 woman
remembers that his prospec
tive victim i not a push-
over, then there will be
change. Let us empower our
girks with the spunk 1o keep
the marauders at bay.

{The author is a colurmnniss,
athor and writing coach
Baged i Dubal views are

persoral |
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VALID CONCERNS ON E-COMMERCE
Madam — Union Minister of Commaerce
and Industry, Plyush Goyal, haw raised
vulld concerny about the questionable
practices of c.commerce companies,
particulasly regarding predatory Fnulnp.
cash burning, successive years ol losses,
and the wse of FOT to cover these losses,
Hes comcerns emphaskee the need for llml
leymakers to ensure a level playing feld
for local businesses and Industries, More
troubling Is the destination and Intent
behind the FOU in these compunies, E-
carmmerce companies consistently declure
significant losses In thelr income tax
returns, carrying them forward year
after year o offset agalnst future profits.
This cyele continues with mergers, where
the losses of merged companies are also
carried forward, In contrast, bocal traders
und entreprencurs pay regular taxes on
their incomes, while e-commerce com
panien avoid taxes through their account
ing strategies,

This tax advantage, along with the con
venlence and wide range of products
offered by online trade, gives e-commerce
companies a significant edge. Goyal sug
st that cash burn by e-commerce com
panies should not be allowed as o deduc
tom, aned the peed for careying forward
losses should be limited to a maximum
of two years, The Impact of e-commerce
on local traders s a!}n'ad}' evident, with
potential job losses on the horizon,
Another concern 18 the shilt of youth
from traditional businesses and agricul
ture to delivery jobs, leading to their
miggration from rural areas to meto cities,

Vinod fohrl | New Dl

MODERN SLAVERY

Maddam— "I freed a thowsand daves. |
could have freed mare i anly they knew
they were slaves” . One need not look
beyond these thought-provoking wards
of Amerbean abalitionlst Harrlet Tubmin
to decipher the evils of slavery, Though
Tubman spoke at the end of the 19th cen
y, her words hold trse for modern slay-
ery i well. Human traflicking, bonded

Lateral entrie

limhed e 22nel August, It 1§ my respanse’,
Eficient burnaucracy boacs to good gov:
wmanca s with this good intantian tha gow-

A Tha Gavt ataps back * puly

labour and forced marriages are direct
examples of wday's slavery whereas
domestic work, constraction activities,
and  wexual exploitation fall into the
"damain” of forced labour, Nathing can
exemplify modern slavery better than the
child labowr. The International Labour
Organisation (L0 has identified about
v y five million men and women as
victims of modern slavery.,

Nobody can turn somehody into u slave
s the latter allows them is now some-
thing lke o misnomer, 110 has special-
Iy targeted migrant warkers who are eis
iy lured because of thelr poor undee-
wling of local language and tradition,
ake stock of the progress done by
uncillary agencles and the respective goy-
ernments, ‘International Day for the
Abolition of Slave trade” bs observed an
August 23, 1t {s hoped that the United
Nation Universal Declaration of Human
Rights that states " no ane shall be held
in slavery or servitude; slavery and the
slave trade shall be din all thelr

s rolled back

ammant wanted to ropn (n 45 |ataral entries
Irita catar clud wursaann, witkoh wik not tha firet
tma, It hiss bean happaning since Nahrus
whayn. Bul sich fs the compulsion of coalition
pulitics that the govesment had ko give in o
the dumands of (ts own allies.
Prima Minister Mod| find also rollad back orit-
fcal thron farm Laws which ware (n the lnger
Irterest af the barmars. So now afr this doc-
wlan, [t i going to boost ogpusiten’ morak
Lo puet @l on tho mat again in future, and it
b given Modi's govarmmant @ negative aad
woak governmant's Image. Hopafulty i wis
Laiter Ibs Mo v bakin mppoaltion and ates
en banrd before ralkng oul any sonsitive
chinged of policien n lisbare. 1 i the most
gamocratic thing fo do amyway Because whit
I dumocracy € 1 s nat mclusive and doss nat
roflocts pocpie's will

Bal Govind |Netda

NO LIMITS FOR PARA PLAYERS
Madam — The season of Paralymplcs s
all set 1o began with Indian athletic con
tingent start reaching over there In the
Ciame village of Paris. S0 far, the closing
of Parts Clymples done, with Indla tak.
Ing on six medals only, however some
sports spectators and aticionados are set
ting the medal count lmb with 12
medals at the Paralymples.
Indin has suce HIhIﬁ)‘ [kfted 19 medals in
Paralymypics Tokyo editlon of 2021, for all
those are setting the bar belore the real
talent actually comes up, it is crucial to
ll]rpl‘l‘[hllk‘ the talent and zeal of our para
raywn. Let's don't sel any speciiic
boundary of medals that they have to win
for the natlon, Why just 12, our players
have the Gilfllhlm}‘ af winning much
more, May thelr competitive spirit and
sportsmanship, let them conguer the
sports laurels in a celebrated manner
withot any pressure,

Wirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

forms" galns o fresh momentum
Ganapathi Bhat [Akola

Send your feedback lo:
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i Junior Doctors’ Association taking out a protest rally ot Osmania Medical Colle
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Guardians of health,
victims of harassmen

Female healthcare professionals across government hospitals are increasingly Gacing threats to their safiety,

Incidents of plhy

violenee and sexual harassment have become ;
shortfall in seeurity measures, Despite repested warmings and calls for relorn

wmingly common, reveal

acritical
many hospitals remain

inadequately equipped wo proteet thelr emplovees, linds Siddharth Kumar Singh

noa sultry afternoon in mibd-May, a

stern pant of Hyde-
rabad, seeking relief from scables, a
contagious skin disease that causes ftching and
rashes. The duty doctor = a young won
carly 30s = explained the tremme
pered the preseribed encim on his hand, and left
this patlent to rest in the emergency ward of the
secondary-care health o
Pt when E
mine the affected area, the ma
ipped his trowsers and exposed b
the doctor momentarkly paralysed by s
doctor froce for i few seconds before she finally
Doslteed from the wanl her volee trembling as she
Ir: ally ¢
nutes 1o find thm and
From the ward,” she recou
The doctor shared her traumatle experience
to hghlight o ¢ bsstie of sexual harass:
1 solidariey rally held in
front of the Osmanda Medical College (OMC) in
Hyderabad on Auguse 20, following the recent
rape and mirder of g female tralnee doctor at
Kol R.G. Kar Medical College and Hosplial
ol

our later to exa
suddenly un-

A1 | wving

LIS
“While it might shock many, such incidents
are disturbingly common for doctors, especially
wommen, working in government hospitals, We
Tace these threats regularly, and it's a reminder of
the need for stronger sec o suppor sys-
tems at the workplace,” she says,

That nehdent, unfortanatel Iy. waas Fiot §
ed one, Fer healtheare professionals
government hosplitals in Telangana are inc
ingly finding themsebves in unsafe and hostile en-
vironments, where the very sanctity of their
workplce is under constant threat,

Desplte the alarming frequency of such nck
emts, they often find themselves grappling with
offers litle progection, The doctor,
ny of her colleagues, has learned w ba
witlon with resilience, but the emaotional
toll is undeniable, “We come to work every day,
prepared to handle medical emergencles, not
premsanal thoeats, 1t s disheartening that the very
places where we dedicate ourselves to healing
others can become sources of distress for us,”
she rues, her words echobing the wrgem need for
sydtenibe change (o ens wiell b
Ty of those on the front f

A senfor resident de Wernment
ENT Hospltal ln Hyde recounts i distress-
ing kncident from a few months ago. During a
night shift in the emergency ward, she and her
colleagues were handling two cises simultane:
ously, Onie was. a eritheal emergency, whereln the
patlent was promptly treated. The other patlent
had come in with e comp
which the doctor says she pers
After preseribing medicines, she dischirged h:m
The rest of the night passed without Incldent,

A few clays later, however, the same patient
ook to o sockal media plaform and posted that
i disctor avallable to teeat him whien he vie
sl the F I'H.u\[\ll.ll “The Imqm.ul thorites

s operational

ee

Weolien
wiirk
2ahour 1o
Ao

doctors

PORa s onir
only refuge,
Yot many of
these rooms
arein
deplorable
condition,
often shared
Ty apy o 100
doctors,
regardioss of
gonder,

A FEMALE
i,

that night, and the footage clearly showed the
doctor attending 1o the patlent. "It was both
shocking and frustrating to be accused of neglect
when | knew | had done my job, Thankfully, the
CETV footage helped clear my | Bt thiks e
perience made me realise just be erable
we, especially female doctors, are to false accusa:
Alafis,” she savs.

Environment of fear ambd lax securd
This vulnerabili i
There have been
and hospital staff being physically assaulved too,
In May last year, senior resident doctors of the
Nephrology depariment at Nizim's Instiwte of
Medical Sciences, Hyderabad, were violently a-
tacked by a patient’s attendants, A group of 10-12
people stormed I:llu the Acute Respiratory Care
U vearold patient, who had
clied. The

e attempted 1o assi
dent, and when her colleague stepped in o de
fuse the shuatic

The atendants then grabbed his neck, and ar
h-mplod 1o sbrminggle him,
» gl

often goes overlooked, Iknplh e |,wlﬂln|wl\
wf harassment, meaningful reforms hive been
slow to materiallse,

I 2009, the Telangana government bsued Go-
vernment Order (G.OO noa0d, which eutlined
the ereathon of 164 seeurity poses under (
trol of the Director General Telangana Special
Proqectlon Force (SPF), Tor deployment in go-
et teaching hospitals and medical undes,
According o the GO, 128 personnel were 10 be

deployed seross slght government teaching hos:
the amodlier 36 asslgned vo hosphtals in Ni-
bl ancd Mahabubnagar.

ven though this order was kssued over four
yeurs ago, little has been done to ensure the safe
ty of doctors in government facilities, There are

1 iy hespitals without any SPF deployment

va lsac Newton, a doctor of OMC,
The lssue of SPF deployment has become a
flashpoint for doctors in Telangana, who hive
been protesting for over a week followlng the
rapse ancd murder of a femabe trainee doctor at RG
Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata, The
protest, initially sparked by solidarity for the doc-
tor's tragic death, quickly evolved inte a broader
dermand for ungent action on longstanding secur-
ity issues,

“When we met the Health Minister to demand
adequate SPF deplovment across all government
Iospitaks in the State, we were assured that the
2019 G.0, would be revised and a new order ls-
sied soon,” shares Chandrika Reddy, spokesper
som for the Telangana Junbor Doctors Assocition,

The Kolkata Incident galvanised de
boycott outpatient and elective OT ser
build pressure on the government to dulplny
mdeguiate security In hosplitals across

On August 16, the Minlstry of Healih '|Ih.“‘<l|!ll-
Iy Welfure mandated that an institutional Filks
must be fiked within six Imun of any violence

inst healihcare

wmhl‘s on dury.
This order, res
e Centre clabms that
aronmil 26 Staes lave

ponding  to  the
wrowing  viokence

.unl stadl in govern:
I

Lvws o protect doctors ment  hospitals,
Tromm assault, but withowr — emphasised — that
anorganised system in most. assailts are
place, these lws are I:?;:l-:‘:l:;n:m thelr
Incllective. The  Natlonal
AT, Nl ol
|'.:..-|u.—v:x-.-u-u.u-m-.u‘::;n" sion (N as al-
s, A s nstructed med

fcal  colbeges 1o

develop a policy for a safe work environment
within the college and hospltal campus for all the
stafl members and 1o ensure prompt investig-
tons and FIRS relating to incidents lnvolving
radical students. A detailed report must be sub.
miltied 1o the NMC within A8 hours of any incl-
dhen, the arder said,

Gruelling shifts, poor warking conditbons
Compounding the security kssues are th
able conditions of doctors’ resting roons
run hosphtals, A doctor from Government Med|-
ellege n Nizamabad districr deseribses the
Inadequate facilities anc lack of security
leave doctors feeling unsafe during gruelling
shifts. “The resting room at our hespital has only
e beds, which are shared by doctors across

Fm“! s the door l;: II\'\]llmlIy left ‘JDt‘II. With no
hi

Wie submiitved a written repr
i leetar aba this i
l'JI(IHHhM’( {105 [}
er every area of the hospltal
Afemale doctor fmmh

ook :|I the RG Kar inclden 1I Iu ppened while
the doctor was resting after kong hours on dury, |
b0 saiy that a similar trogedy could
1Y BoverTinet sy
. We often work 24-hour to S6-hour shifts,
1 the duty doctor’s room is our only refuge.
of these roams are In deploraldle con-
0 10 doctors, regard-
Female dioctors, it s even more
e often no dusthing avail
napkins during men

challenging as the
bale 1o of 5
" she explains,
Samhilta, o doctor of OMC, highlights the
pressing securlty lssues s Osmania General Hos
pital {0GH), which handles around 800 to 9500
out-patient visits daily, a number that swells with

Sarurdkey, August 24, 2024
CARSNAL

 al Koti In Hyeerabiad rquo.«.mﬂm. vape and murder of a female trainee doctor at RG Kar Medical College and Mospital in Kolkata, sassiess, o

i “The g i
m-. including
i the number to
\In- also rakses 4
wrrive intoxicated,
e Behaviour and endan-

Her I]1=I salety of doctors and s

A fellow doctor from OMC sh
with regard to night shift
fresms 1230 am, o 4.30
10 8,30 mm. “In the dead of the night, the hmpd
tal parking bot bs often full, forcing
twoewheeber near the old bullding, The 10+ o
minute walk [ Illt':(" lin the da
wracking. At all a famdly me
[riemd 1 b the Iir|1:u||ti| 1 et nto ol
hee stures.
Om ackdressing the security concemns,
i, Superintendent of Gandhi Hospital, & go
ry care health Gellity in Hyd:
the hospital has robust

A at

Raajhu

"ALany given px um of time, we have seven SPF
personnel on duty, supponed by a sufficient
number of private security guards, Besides, our
senior reshdents, postgraduates and other doc:
tors work in groups to Mllll shtuaitions where
ithey might feed unsafe, W committed fo ad-
dlr»lm,.my security mun-; ralsed by our s
she explains,

Hostile environment, ineffective s
While doctors grapple with numerous challeng:
o5, including inadequate security and poor work:
Ingg eonditions, miseoncuct within the profession
aclds another Liyer of risk for female doctors.

A recent mderscores this trowbling r
e N Laxman Singh, the District Medic
Health Officer of Kamareddy
May this year following allegagions of sex
rassment,

According to a report filed by the K
District Collector, Dr. Laxm
cases pgalnst him on charges of 8
ingg fernale medical officers, He was
produced before the Judicial Firse Class Magis:
trate court, where he was released on bail pend-
g the Iilllmnﬂ'.l charge sheet and telal. An ingui-
1y led I:y Amar Singh Nalk, Addidonal Director
(Malariad, fownd that Dr, Laxman had failed o
dddhere o administrative protocols, resulting in a
recommendation for further disciplinary actlon
Ty the Director of Health and Family Wellfare,

Sexual harassment in the medbeal Beld Is so
pervasive that a duty doctor at a privise hospital
recounts her decision to study medicine in the
Philipgines, at half the cost and In a torore-free
cnvironment, "I wis offered a B Category seat in
Indka for €75 Lakh upfront, and bt woukd have cost
aver 1 crore to compbete the course while possi-
by endisrting harassment. lin Telingana, caste al
30 plays a role in harassment, The maln offenders
are often duty doctors and visitng consultants,”
says the doctor, Kabyan ume changed upon
request),

Kiran Madala, secretary general of the Telan:
aching Government Doctors Association,
11 wee look an the assau uI'I doctors and

il i that Tollow, e
Hl at ouil of every I.lb(NJ]u'anu.lrrnh'lll:sr.{ll ke
img sty doctors, only three or four are actially
convicted”

He points out that even 1o secure an arrest,
dectors often have o resor 1o protests or strikes,
Tt mesankngful action i often slow, ing them
i constant state of fear and uncertainey,

I reaposise o the angolng threws, the Unibon
Healith Minkstry tssued an Office Memorandum
Augist )I formbng a Natlonal Task lmu'

Tl
nlly harass-

nel, constituted following
Conert direction, abms o bmple
tection laws across the country. However, as Ma:
The Centre claims that around
s have laws to protect doctors fror
sault, bt without an organised system In place,
these baws are Ineffectiv s s why we are ad-

v + Central Prodection Act to be im:
Toss the country.”
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Reaching out, pointing a finger

At the Democratic National Convention, Kamala Harris did both. She will need to find
the language to address even those who voted for Donald Trump and still support him

VAMSEE JULURI

KAMALA HARRIS'S SELECTION as the
Demacratic candidate for US President has
brought joy toa part of America that de-
serves it For four long years, many
Americans have lived ehrough the sobf-con-
traclictory strain of saying things are great
under President joe Biden while alvo say-
inyg things are not great at all because for-
rmier President Trump is still around. They
waited patiently for Presicent Biden 1o rise
o the eccasion again, but then decided -
nally that it would be better to thank him
for his service and confront their fearsome
nermesis with a new arsenal instead.

And what spectacular energy has en-
sued from that arsenal since the Democratic
Mational Convention [ DNC) began|

Hartis has been consistently described
as an amazingly competent and compas-
sbanate human being by colleagues, Bamily,
and friends for the past few days. Personal
testimantes have poured farth from peaple
who knew her from the beginnings of her
patdlic 1ifie as San Francisco District Atbormey,
Callfornia Attomey General, Senator, and
recenthy, as the US Viee President, It would
not be out of place to describe the mood at
the DNC as one of religious fervour, and of
comnrse, fith, ina much-needed saviour.

Texas Representative fasmine Crockett's
speech summed up this mood perfecth. When
shie ret VP Hars, shewas veryeimational she
saicl, and then, the most powerful worman in

thewordd wiped my tearsanc listened tome.”
Confronted with talesof such ermpathy, what
ebse can human beings do but be leve?

Even the hip cartoonists at the New
Yorker couldn't resist representing the
metaphysics of hope emanating from
Chicagn, One cartoon shaws passenge s in
aplane shaking in their seats while the cap-
tavin warns them ol moderate turbubence”
from the “energy lield pulsing up from the
Democratic National Convention,”

Naturally, this mystical energy field has
pulsed its way all the way up to an ecstatic
climan with the breathilessty awvaltbed appear-
ance of the final speaker at the DNC — Harrls
herself, To start with, her speech was consis-
tent with the deseription of her as someone
capable of wi ping away tears from the face of
sulfering Americans. She called for an end to
bitterness and divisiveness. She noted that
peagde with all political views were watch-
ing, and promised to be a leader for all
Americans — “country over party,” as the
saying goes. That was a masch-needed ges-
ture, Whatewer the differences in positions
the two parties, the
fact that she did sa when no one expected
her upponcm tor ke p;t'nr:ruui ruathln;:
A Iwelcome,
But thrn.lhﬂr pramise was ephemeral

Her attention then tumed promply o
Donald Trump, whom she called an “unse-
rioans mamn”, She irmied to issie grae waim-
Ings about what his return might do to
America It was an unexpected grasp at a
gratuitous rhetorical crutch after all the Jofty
presidential image-bullding exerclses at the
comvention, Thie “bageyman” trope about
Trurmpwas perhaps par for the course when
other speakers used it (*vindictive, vile, vil-
latn" weas one of the more colourful phrases),
but a step backwards when heard from

and p

greater
gravitas ina darkdy cacophonous time of po-

When yisu demonise an
apponent who s still
incredibly popular with
many Americans, you mn
the risk of being seen as
demonising those Americans
youd just promised o bea

Pre ainlm[ for s wi

stil] s some references o a
familiar everyday American

arsenal that the Democratic
wampaign has failed v offer a
persiasive alternative to

litical history. When you demenise an op-
panent who is stiil incredibly popalar with
mary Americans, you ren the risk of being
seen as demontsing those Ameticans you
Just promised to be a President for as well.
On that count, despite all his nl.mnm com-
s, tick-offs, anc tacti

Imhl\ Latest pliysical gag of meocking his ad-

visers whotell him totafk about policies and
avaid personal attacks on opponents ],
Trumyp still has some references o a famil-
lar everyday American reality in his rhetor-
ical arsenal that the Democratic campaign
has fatled to offer a persuastve alternative to,

The Demacrats may chant "USAL like
Trump fans, but then the sight of American
Hags and monuments being desecrated in
protests and riots these past few years un-
der Democrats — slogans such as White
Supremacy and Pabestine — will not be for-
gotten by many people, scross race. reli-
wians, and cubures, forwhom “country” still
symbolises an honourable form of assocla-
taon and identity, More impartantly, it s
uite apparent that the Democrats are d!m

to buarn some of the
social concerns highlighted by Trump such
as crime and safety, and prices, into wins
For them by highlighting Harrs's proseci-
torial record, and the Republicans” proxim-
Ity towealth, respectively. There are empty
spaces in bath houses.

Thee convention ks come to an end, and
s0 has an incredible experience in the
mieaning of politics tosome in this, suppos-
edly post-religious, age. "After the ecstasy™,
as the tele of a famous book goes, |s the
launry, That it will get dirty Is obwious. But
miuch more than we know will be at stale
I wee are unable to avert our eyes from the
spin and see it all For what it Is,

WWW INDIANE XPRESS. COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“A vty af voters will always demand more draconian measurns against oeeign

artivals Buta quicter majord

armenable o the aigument that |

enforced, can also operate in & spirit of openness to the outside world and
cormpassion for people Becing conflice and § fon” -

The Gupkar
stranglehold

J&K needs a new beginning,.
Assembly elections could end
the domination of scions

BY Ram MADHAY

1T 1S GOING te b a battle royole 0 farmemu
and Kashimic The Union Tervitory, canved ot
fromm the erstwhile state of Bk in 2019, will
be holding its first-ever elections in
Septermber. The Election Commission has
announceed palling in three phases o the 90
assembaly segrments of the UT kegislature.

 thiat sencls 16
assembly, Inadesperate |J|L| the Abduliahs
decided b join hands with the Congrress,
hoping that the INDD Alllance would hekp
them stern the BJI's surge in Jammu,
However, after the departiure of Ghulam
Nahi Azad In August 2022, the Congress
Party has been a lacklustre foree In the re-
won, Several of its other baders have mi-

grateel to parties liloe the BIE
Far from benefiting by joining hands
with the NC, the Congress will have to face
the wrath of the people of jarmmu and the

iyt

peapleof the country, for this opporunistic
alfiance, st a few days bedore the dection,
the NC carmeout with s ebection manifesto
wihich categarically stated that the party’s
firstdemand would be for the nestoration of
ﬂrtit.h:s 370 and 35 A in the Indian

After the abrog Artiche 370 anch
the creaticn of |RK as a UT, certain admin-
istrative measures were to be completed
before starting the electoral process, While
the &k reglon in the erstwhile state had 83
aseinbily segmenty, that rumber has been
increased to 90 under the reorganisation
act, thus necessitating a delimiration exer-
cise, The delimitation commission was es-
tablished in Mareh 2020 under Justice
Ranjana Desai, a former Supreme Court

ituticon, " The first order of business of

lhe elmeted] assembly should be to make it
Jeemvranot just o the rest of Indsa but tothe
wotld at large that the peaple of BK don't
agree with what happened to s on August
5, 2019, Then we start undoing what was
dome to s, Ormar Abdullah said a week age,
The party’s manifesto smacks of asoft
separatist mindset, Kashmiri domination
anel seant respect for the people of Jamimt,
npcmlb' theSCsand 51 t‘ihnkhnhduﬂﬂh.

Judge. The Commission completed the

<wias the ol

process by the middle of 2022, despite re

" of Kashmir, ad,

gional political parties like the National
Conference, PDP amd People's Conference
coming together o form a short-lved al-
larce, the *Gupkar Alliance”, and challeng-
ing the exercise In courts.

The main players in the elections will
Be natiomal parties like the B]P and
Congress and regional parties ke the NC
and PDP, There will be several other
smaller parties that have emerged in the
Kashmir Valley, like the People's
Conference led by Sajiad Lone and JK Apni
Party led by Altal Bukharl, A new surprise
in the Valley palitics is the rise of a pro-
separatistouthic called the Awami litehad
Party (AIP), led by a mercurial separatist
leader Shelk Abdul Rashid, popularly
known as Engineer Rashid, Rashid
shocked observers of [&K politics carlier
this year by winning the North Kashmir
Lok Sabha seat of Baramulla, defeating
Omar Abdullah, the NC strongman and 4
towering beader in the Valley's politics.
Sirce then, speculation is rife that Rashid's
party would emerge as a strong force in
thi Valley pelitics through the legislative
elections, not good news for the region
and the nation,

The BJP, with its stronghold ever the
Jarmim feggicn, will continue to be a for-
midable force. It has a serong organisa-
tiomal and political presence in almost all
the 43 assembly segments inthe Jammu
reghon, including Muslim-dominated ar-
eas like the Pir Panjal and Chenab Valley,
Several prominent Muslim leaders have
joined the party in the last few months
enhancing its winni & i 10-ndd

th.lll'ur:rdj.m.ﬂnrhlI‘i‘llr\llu-indhlml.‘n
Jol iy WA Aggakn, it wis Faroog Ablullah's
povernment in &, that brought the infa-
mious “autnomy resobution” in 2000, try-
Ing 0 stoke separatisim in the state.

The Aral Bihart Vi payee-led MDA gov-
ernment in Dethi had snubbed Faroog
Abdullah by rejecting the resolution in
Pacliament, It is saddening that after two
decades the NC manifesto once again talks
about autonary and Article 370, The man-
Hfesto also talks about releasing prisoners
who were jailed for pro-tenorist and anti-
natiomal activities and refiers to the famous
Shankaracharya Hill in Srinagar as Takdt-i-
Suibairrian and the adjoining Hari Parvist Fort
as Koh-e-Maran,

The Madi grvernment has mtroduced
Scheduled Tribe reservation in the state o
il traGjars, Pahacbis and
other tribies. The NC manifesto wants to e
wiew” all the reservation in the state. It be-
trays NC's anti-Jammu streak and throws a
challenge at the marginalised soctions of the
Jarmim soctety ke Hindu SCs and Pahadis
and Muslim Gujfars and Bakarwals, The
Congress Party keadership has o answer iF
It shares the NC's soft-separatist and anti-
SCI5T plitical ageneda,

Thee elections will continue Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision of freeing
the people from famiky politics and usher-
g i true democracy through froe and fair
elections. It was this vision that resulted in
the Kashimir Valley sending a Sunad, & Shia
anel a Gulgar to Parkiament for the first tme
froam its three seats, truly representing the

seats in the reglon, even in areas wherne

The writer i professar of
Uiniversity of San Frencisco

Don'’t control the rupee

Changing rules of the game can have damaging effects on costs of doing business

RAJESWARI SENGUPTA AND BHARGAVI ZAVER] SHAH

THE INDIAN RUPEE follows a managed ficat-
ing r)ulungcmtc regime. This maans that
thie

change market to by or sell dollars inorder
to stabilise the value of the nspee, In recent

inthe deriatives market would increase. At
stme poind, the 2008 guidelines wore over-
taken by several cireuliis, with the last ver-
sion issued in 2016 having heen amended at
ir.m lI thmies, l'hc\-cn:gulﬂtlum r.mllrit]y

watreds { NDF) markoet, Thee NDF market allows
peaple to trade i the nipee without under-
talelrg any phisical delivery af the curmency,
therety reducing the cost af trading inthe kst
Ik'wymn the nupee NOF market has grown

timies, however. the i its
regilatory powers to galn greater :un}ml
owver the rupee. We angue that curmency man-
agement must not entall the use of regula-
ticms, The pasrposcof regulations is m address
market failures, Currency velatility is not a
market failiire — Ilinhr Huctuation of the

allmwed raking p Il
rency deivatives up bo $100 million across
all exchanges, “without having to establish
exbstence of underdying exposure”,
Eartier this year, however, the RE| explic-
Pl

lly in size, and is now reported o
bie almiost thriee as large as the enshore mar-

e, This b bee b concernain the R that the
atfshore market, over which it has no dinect
mersight o reoniral, could be playing a signif-

Thee NC is hoping to make a comeback
by winning a majority of the seats in the
KashimirValley. But the party'samisition was
darmpened by the defat of its keader Omar
Abcullah i thee Lok Sabha elections from a

richdi fthe Valley and rejecting the
politics of scions, With the B continuing o
b st ovce b the LT, this election will
witniess histore results and free people from
the stranglehodd of Gupkarts

The writer, president, Indio Foardetion,
s wedeh tie B Views ane personal

SAFETY, IN REAL TIME
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Fighting
the Water “(IE, .ﬂugu::ﬂ] Flash foods,

Btk o ot add to thelr

sitions against the rupee. This step SeCTs to

e b Rk s

clation. On August 16, the RBE s-lm:lirlvln

structed hanks that handle trade with the

Unnited Arab Erirates w partially settle their
: ' 4

lar This means that banks should directly con-
vert rupees intodidhans.and vice versa with-
et first converting them into doliars. One
whjective of this mowve seems to be to reduce
doflar, vinimtemational trade. Sut

y icant the rupee's vakue,
lhfy“shuuldhnna pmlmrllurslﬂhl'nhthr The recent egulate I's
tedex- o register th s with the REL and con-

[ tode fand supply
forces, Thr use of regullatory powers for cur-
rendy management intraduces uncertainty
in the central Bank's currency policy, and also
increases the cost of dolng business in KBl
regulated sectors, We discuss three such reg-
ulatory measures and the problems
associated with them.
First, prohibiting speculative trades on
anges. Thisexacerbates the difficultios of
taking rupee expasure in india In 2008, the
Rl allowed Indian exchanges to launch a
currency dervatives segrment. Ar that time,
the RAI's guldelines on currency Futures and
Options allowed Indian residents o partici-

pusurr iFrequired”, This warning compelled
the bulk o retall traders to wined up thekr po-
sitions as a result of which trading volumes
mll.!|ls€d IJy about B0 per cent acrss dII -

Fers lally extensive powers on the central
harik, such as the power to nefuse registration,
week information, specify “eligible instru-
ments* that Incdsan resiclents may trade in,and

changpes, Tt
restricts speculators hum lmdmg i the on-

shore rupee market. It overbooks the fact that
a liepuied market requires all kinds of traders,
Including speculators, who act as de facto
market makers. This move i an irreversible
hkﬂ\ﬂ;n.‘l rmm.]l:f! liguied miarket, which al-

iy e
at lenw oot s likeehy to drive away volumes

pate in this market "to hedge
foreign exchange rate risk or atherwise”,
While the REI continued to prescribe the
Erudm‘l design, position lmits, and trading
ours, the general trend was bowands open-
ingg upthis rarket, The kbed was that as Inclia
became mare globally integrated, the de-
manie for such instruments and for lquidity

o the offshore curmency derivatives market,
Sex v offshore trading plac-
ot The Rl |Jrupns-cd tor regulate offshare
electronictrading platiorms { ETPsL which fa-
cilitate rupee-tinked derivatne transactions.
Published on its website in April 2024, this
properal secks to enpiwer the RBI o over-
see the effshore currency farwards market,
camimanky called the non-deliverable for-

deditional termns and conditions.

settling trade in rupee also helps insulate the
ourrency from the impact of dollar cutflows,
thiat s, lower the extent of rupee depredation
against the dollar in other words, this is yet
anather regulatory measure that helps to
nunnaclhrcwmv:y.

he debate an the costs

lmlly.thrnﬂl(mmrﬂc” clian o
ﬂxhtirudnlwll:ll non-residents of i Irlm

and benefits of a mu;ul curmency for an

o, thie RB| muse not

expansion of s regulatory

s, bt it emergng e
Imp o n:glll.ir offshore platforms on whu:h seek to manage the rupee's volatility through
strade. This | an indisc
ing the Mew York Stock Exchan mrrgiwr [powers, Reguilations ane the rules of the game,
with itsell, simply because lndian residents i hat il |

e been cas-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TELECOM CONCERNS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Market
Facts ared fears” (KE, August 23). Minister
of Commerce and Induﬂw Piyush Guydl

ling boss e lifee
property In Himachal, r'unjab.
Uttrakhand, Binar, Assarm, otc. The state
administration is caught unprepared
wexcept b Oclisha, Al states must devise
effective plans with the help of experts
o insue thmely warnings, carry out
evacuation and provicde shelter to the
dlﬁplﬂ:rd peopbe, Water managemient

raised vatid

i by e-cantirienes plﬂthmh and ert-
phasised the value of a level playing fickd
Thitsis important for healthy competition
Gyl shoshd alses pay attention to other
sictors, Priatory pricing i the telecam
sector has been Nagged previoush. After
thee introdiaction of Rellance Jio in 2006,
thnr |l¢'l! boena n-gnbﬁ:m\ shrink from

is the key to efficlently mitig; the
effects of the fury of the weather, It is
mot difficult if suitable steps ane initi-
ated well in advance,

Subhash Vald, New Delfal

COLLATERAL DAMAGE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Bringing in
talent, not Joyalises' (IE. August 23), The
Centre's decision to cancel lateral en-
try recrudtments in bureaucracy is a
demonstration of how good pollcies
become collateral damage in political
Batthes. Lateral entry is a means for the

tracleat these venues. Ir
regulatory powers, the RE| mast mabe iteas-
e for people to trade the rupee in india, This
wall help bring back nupes linked trading wol-
urmies ane allied busine sses anshore,

Thited, the RE's instructions to banks,
Earlier this month, when the rupee-dallar ex-
change rate depreciated chose 1o the 84 mark
Inthe s pot market, the RBL s reported tohave
orally instructed some large commercial

cyinthefos

0 to recrudt people with do-

rigvlrh:lunp;crmrhn;. rulesal
thee garmie can have a rmone permanent, damag-
g effect on the incentivies and the costsof do-

g busbress in the country,

Sengupta is associone professor of
Ecanornics, IGIDR and Shat is o
doctomi researcher at the National

University of Stngupore

ananarindiasneyrmpesefam BEEE Bl

in expertise and proven leadership
and managerial skills who would oth-
erwise not have considered jolning the
government, It is concerning that the
Opposition sought to define the jssue

through the prism of reservation.
S5 Paul, Madia

s Thisiscon-
errllnnarrlti‘s:m‘mth‘nlkm
Prashan Kumar, via eniol

RETHINK ON RUSSIA

THIS REFERS TO the article, Wihen Modi
meets Zelenishoy'(1E August 23 Uleraine
became an eyesare for Russia due to fts
oty e the LS and NATO, Two years
after the war began, the world needs to
acfust its sails. Russia has an Impact an
wntld economies awing to it ol and gas
praduction, Considering ity mammoth
seale, sanctions have not been an effec-
tve strategy, Dialogue hasto be initiated.
Irneia, which folleveed the policy of non-
alignment cluring the Cold War, istrying
topliya proactive role, With growing bi-
lateral trade with Ulraine and age-old
e with Russia, new venues of cooper-
ation need to be exphoned
Ramanjree, via el
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Will Modi’s overtures lead
to peace deal in Ukraine?

& the first ever visit of an Indian Prime Minister to Ukraine, it was

o doiibt & historle oceasion, but it came against the sombre back-

ruuud af war. Emotions were running high as Vo]udymfv.e

Ieml( . the President of a war-ray: country recebved

Meréndra Modi hug, this one against the backdrop of o great tragedy in

Ukraine when many of its children were killed in a Russian strike on the

ery day that the Indian PM had hugged the Russisn President Viadimir
Putin with marked ebullience last month in Moscow.

The strain showing clesrly on his face, an emotional Zelenskyy may have
been somewhat comforted by an empathetic Modi hand on his sheulder as
Ihr:yﬂgid homage to children wha represent the most tragic and innocent
of collnteral damage as o war 8 being wsE;.'d i Europe in the 21at centu-
ry. This 30-month war appears to be building into o perpetual challenge to
peace as the colonial acquisitive instincts of the leader of 8 world power
were unleashed ogninst a member countey of the old Soviet Hepublic,

The Indian PM, thought te be one of the very few world leaders who can
elaim to be personally on the best possible terms with the leaders of both
the countries which are at lwn:;,di:uul.d FJ“I‘ihE meltllila:or's role wl.t:rslnﬁr-

ty ur ut will his overtures of a
The attempt had 10 e for pg:gu Find favour snough with Russia

ba made if only and Ukraine to make any difference?

countries Just back from n tour of areas of Russia's
i Kursk %.-llwvlm'e of which about 1,300 sq km are
now in Ukrainian control after a strategic inva-
reason to look up 10 sion, Mr Zelenskyy may have resson o believe
today’s India, with its 'h:s wa.r mtl.cs af 4 counter conguest of territo-
:l.ﬂ!lt 5 h{mft hnﬁgg‘nlnl chI.F :rdnln anhy
wnl e 'thia ia not the era of war” and * -

! m"' II!I‘lI Il'lﬂllﬂi lem cannot be settled on battlefields™ having a

woneiliatory effect on the invader.

’ L“': ujnut]'g hnd\-'l.- lt]gatr;hlln a Tﬂn{oanfﬂlr

obal supply chains citizens is bound to be unhappy about Russia

ol loaing territory to an Invndﬂl‘.ltrﬁls fonr the first
time since World War 11, moest of them could even have their nationalistic
inatincts tr the hoas of Kursk, their sentiment playing into Mr
Putin's hands when he is under some stress after Inss of tarrito

Even so, it was right on the part of India, committed to its strategic ori-
mlutl.m! of non-alignment. to try and Ievers lhnt neutrality to try and

peace, The attempt had to be made if u:;J because many countrive of
Ihe lo'hnl South have reason o loak o Ay’ India, with its econom-
i elout, as & leader, having also been affected by the war and 1ts effect on
global supply chains.

The Prime Minister's trip, with long to and from train journevs across
the border from Poland o which be had made a state visit of two days,
wirild be meaningful beyond bts historicity and the offer to do anything to
facilitate peace if he had bean ablo to drive home the point that, ircespee.
tive of the vast destruction caused by a Russian invasion, the negotinting
table could still represent the best route to pesce.

Thane: Police apathy shocking

he senal msasult on two four-year-old femake kindergarten studonts
TEI a school in Badlapur in Thane districe bas shaken up the entire
country. If it were not for the maunl\r:&rbll.c nuu'ag;s the police and

the .| ]I

the sehool would have swept everything u cea th and
the schonl admir Eml. i . F"‘-
Cl‘il‘!‘lE

who allegediy Ited the girls must be brought
o ]ulee. )\.clinn should also be t.uken against the policemen and school
administration responaible, and at the same time, systembe failores shoukd
not be allowed to go on like so,

Initially, the Bn&lapur police had not only refused to reglster the case,
bt they also treated the parents of the victims as criminals and made the
maother of one of the girls sit af the police station for nearly W hours, While
acting agatnat ervant police officers, the authorities should also take steps
to change this culture in pn]iu&cﬁupnrtmenm acroes the country

Ordinary citizens are often discours from filing lue mmplulm_l
despite a Supreme Court guideline mandating that a police officer cannot
refuse to register an FIR when the crime requires investigntion. The

ideline says that in the event of the Invesgsaltng officar eoncluding that
& crime was not commitied within kis jurisdiction, the FIR shoubd be for
warded to the appropriate police station. but there should be no refusal to
register the FIR,
milarly, even after the parents approached them, the school adminis
tration did not inform the police about the incident, as mandater by the
Protection of Children from Sexunl Offences (POCS0) Act. This tendeney
to hush up cases of sexual offences against women and children s seen in
Institutes seross the country, Their larger concern {8 their reputation, not
the well-baing of the viotims.

MNow that the Bembay high court has suo motu taken eognisance of the
matter, hopefully, the state will not get away by merely forming a Special
Investigation Team and trying the case before o thsttrack court, The state
mnudm "I‘Jﬁdmndn answerable about the larger issuo of the safety of women
a <l ren.
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Watch out for grasshoppers,
in Bollywood and in politics

| Shobhaa’s Take

‘angana  Ranauot
has  affortlessky
embraced  her
two main pese
Ims —
vod and palltics —
her showbiz sendor
gues, whio strolled into
patltlm as il b
when rales up. Wedl
Eangana has always Dphed
Tor futke decisdons in e,
And In her case, both her
rales  have  merged,
Ballywood has distanced
ttzalf from the outspolen
star. And palitical waichers
are wandering what to do
with her, now she Ismﬁrnn
stay. Either
remains the utsider whu
has the Enack of saying
what others don't. Becouse,
ﬂ'nnktgr she has nothing to
Bollywood snubs
s ahead and
ywoad, She
oot think
hay. She dmﬂn\! tol
Kangana smils forth and
mnked her own movies, As
Itu' pn]:llcn] chaut and credi-
wall, let's just sy
5||L- s the bilgsings {and
love!) af those who matier in
the BJP.  Eingana s
untauchable, Which is why
#he's a treat o watch as she
takes off om Bollywood brats
nr Cilymipic athletes, during
casts, where she
to sit croas
ke @ mal boss, and
forth as only she can.
Recently, she described her
Bull}.mnd eolleagees ns
Vgrassho) " —empty-
beaded, shallow, vapid and
directionloss — actors who
have nothing w say, e
conversation, and no inter-
osts heyond their sbs, pro-
tein shakes. gym wrkouf
handbags, watches o

change. And yes, it nvolves
hmirs of sloeg!

G irs!

At g critical time In our
natian, when the foeis s on
a brutal, harrific, beastly
Eﬁ;ﬂum case  in

ta, there were several

minent
% chose to mmaln%ndﬂ-
fervnt, silent and detached
from the tragudy tht shook
milllans aut of the standard

3 rape qumrnm
Imuﬂﬁm

ticular h\dﬂml hll whum ll
hurts the most? Why did
IqusandaufpmmlunlnlL!
to the streets and demand

fustice for the victim: & sul-
nerable young doctor grab-
b forty winks after work-

dream was to win a
mexdnd whisn she passed
¢ MDD pxams? Hecause
Indin reached that critical
Hpping point on August 5,
wheet at 3 am, Sanjoy Roy, a
police wilunteer,
on her and fore her apart.
The time for theories,
excises, fustifications and
axplanations s long aver.
vt wwestill don't know what
we should kisow: 'Why wes
the  Flyearold doctor
[SHIEN A 18 buhind the
Eﬂht\' mrder? Just Sanjoy
¥ ! TR
spiratars? ks the real villain
bedng shiglded h? & power.
Fal II:EIIIT:’ Huw did the swift
cover-up mhe plece even
before an  investlgation™
There are fr too many loop-
hodes, too many question
marks.. omd too mnny

ns
Eﬁ mﬁ}:’s sayl "I:ta
easy i pass Ihu amd
make Didi the vamp af this
saga... while the actual
abors are havl ﬂwm
iy P o

El?mamm bebang to the
why wad Mamsta so
actively hwnl\rnd in offering
state government liw

WS
and ather help ta Samll'p

f‘hmh the disgraced (and
o e
ILQE‘
What toes she o

awdul man? \'-'tm! dnes Iu.-
have an her that she fears?
Had o people of Kolkata
it a8 vociferous-
Ly, this would have been just
anvther day in the Hfe of a

city haspital, clearly being
rum with impunity by erim-
imals... the very mwm being

fand disgraceful)
principal of R.G. Kar?

shielded by the Mamata
administration,  Her 11
women MPs chose to seal
thebr lipa. Not a word of
soilnce for the wictim's fami-
ly. Worse, they widedy cireu-
lated & counter-narrative
which accuses the Congress
af & lpmadm misinforma-
than! ificantly, Didi's
formor MP and blise-ayed
whrd Mimi Chakeaborty has
recelvid death thruats fnr
bnckl.nu the  doctors

DH]'B"D&&W%IJ’ hnx
umchallenged

with netive suppart Ih:lm
hi.;lllumn.m}l;'q hI:l:n.] meg:i

L1565, W] Vi [T
Didls  despotic
regime. But Didi's suppart-
ars insist it hsl?.uhuLGamllll
who is resp

ashed. Ko angwer. DY,
Chandrochad  thuandered:
“The nation can’t wait for
another rape for thi

chnn o tl‘m T
d finish

hla Benience, g}usl]y sbohes
arm m and physical
s were rock-
lnglhwquun'\ Meanwhile,
‘mitrderer af the

hi% vea.mld Rolkata doctor

FEOTSE,
Why is none of this shock-
Ing or surprising? Hecause
we have heard it all and
seen (b all Over and aver
apain. We have turned inte
a nation of grasshoppers.
Nirbhaya and after, wamen
remnin soft targeds — at
hum.e sehoal, , work:
They are mat safo,
Perll:d We can stage connt-
lnss candlelight viafls, par
teipnte in pratests. wave
macards.  Cry  ourselves
hanrse demanding justice,
The poignant hashtags and
Insta posts written
temy of celubrities achbeve

eclatmthenight s all
very well, What shout the
day? Tanushres Duttn

for i
torting facts. Nevar mhrv;l
that victim's mamghed
body was shown bo her grief-

stricken father, and ncaneuf
suicide was foated, despite
] the pvidence puhl]ng o
mrder. Pridftical points had
‘o be made.
This is where the
arasshopper theory kicks in
dthank  you,

E.irnaahn'ppl.ru in Enolkata,
il it ot been for the time-
ly kntervention of India's
superhero, Dhananjaya ¥,
Chandrachud, and the CJ3-
l!rl bench that acted swiftly
e:lsr Rplfr“ m'gpwﬁlf
A o
Kolkata  would've  been
barning. Howewer, cltizens
have wondered why the 8C
nesxled to arder a task force
to akdress a s Tiape
in & hospital. We have con-
\rEnh!mly forgatten  the
Abias’Shacing. vapm 1
nn Shanbag, ra 1
Mumbai (1978,  who
remuined unconscious for
] ynu.lN': uII;l mshu pssedl
away. Mo sk force camie to
hm'!gefeme

her®)

ad: "I !Ilm A whole lot of
talk..” She's the netress
who kickstarted India’s
#deToo mavement in X015
Hur comanent rekabed ta the
recently releassd Justice
Hemy Committes Roport,
which exposed the sexual
exploitation  faced by
women in the Mu]ayalnm
film industry. Sk years
Tanushres is still nwall:n,g
Justice. She added: “So lan
as peaple in pawer shiel
these criminals, nobody can
do n thing..” Tanushres
for  avery
‘wontuin wha has ever faced
any farm of soxual abuse.
Remember, in theory, the
law i the same for nJI. wie-

ALLIANCE

LETTERS

PLEASE SEE US

| 'u|r|1m| the movement
atainst t criminals who
If|I|rl| the trainee doctor In

ata, but | cannot sup-
port the ceasework by the

are unoe

Supremae (

striking c

work for the sake of tt
patients. But the status quo

5 still being maintained. The
rlfrtn': can continue thealr

[ic-r ors
te ane
patients a to suffer,
the movement can no longer
be termed as peacaful.
Sujit De
Kolkata

PUBLIC MUST OPINE

THOUGH under different purty-hoaded
Bovernaens, the respanse of Maharash
tra nnd West Bengal towards the protest-
wrs are very much alike. CMs of bath
states have called them politieally moti-
voted. Even the laxkty of the police and
delny in carrying oot & Inves-
thmtlan, too, are similar. Use of force to
disperse the protesters is the same, Had it
%meﬂ i nny other state, rmpumes
i hove beem the same. The ren
mnnt reilise that hns)ullya]l]yan are
fhe same, and all this co
ple ks & mere sham. An activie ::tl.wm'y
st £xErt PrEsSWIT on gavernments in
all such casps where pnhllc safety is i
vaolved. and nat Jet go until it s resslyed!

Henrlgques
Mumbal

OUR OWN CHENNAI

THE HISTORIC Madras cm' ceiﬁrabed
its 3a5th birthday o Auj A strateh
of novman's land in 1659, rJ:e preat city
waa rechristensd Chennal in 1908, It wis
i Madras that virtually everything in
medern India began — the first munlei-

tims. Our courts can only do pality, the first engineering collegs (Giin-

a0 much. Unfortunately, ), the Arst sh mall {5 '8,

und.('rprivllngnd illiterata, e firat cricket chub, the first g]thrlry
unknown female rape vie [Cnnmmnrn) and the first majar

tims and their rebati store eredit-

hard.lv cout on a task force
o, Nat every

. per-
haps, is Indlia's bdmut Fall-
Ingg anu trogedy.

il Chemnad as one of the top three Indian
chties that have meade it to the let of the
wordd's fastest growing anes. In 2015
when foods rav Chennnd, the people
of the cif o the vest of the world

Idurity s ol ahout. Perhaps,
Chennal {5 the enby ety which everyone

Farrukh
Dhondy
Cabbages &
Kings

A ‘pie-in-the-sky’
‘I-state’ solution
for Israel, Gaza...
Over to Kamala!

erously sabd were affilcting Britain this July nnd
Amlt

palkee fought off the Chicago mayhem,
though the riats undoubtedly gave R | Nix:
an o serions signal and, fve years after be became
Pmtrlmttha:yaarthdhdmndvmmwim

Lttt amel hope to all those who I
O nms i bt tempiation’s poisanad cup?™
~ From The Curse of Modification. by Bachchoo

with the Morth Vietnamese
umnmmnn&:mmm-mdsul

ﬂl‘t thh weel's Br:mmﬂr: comvention, v.in 1r|
CIL'I:aeo wihich will endorse R.Im
rpnxpectlv!

r he clossst |
New Yok and my second-hand acquain-
hnmwﬂhwb@m reading of
r's

A Norman Malle about the riots
Fedevilled the Republican and Democratie parties'
mnmﬂm&”ﬁmlmdmsf*dﬂhm

i 1868 Prosidont lohinsan declared that
b wouldn't mmm amd  the Chicago
¥ i |

war that the United States was waging against
Wiertnam.

To the Amerien of the day, with thousands of dis-
Hlhusioned war vetorans, draft dodpers, millions of
hippies, Aﬁu—Aﬂm‘kw nml Ihe i'beml l!ll whn

deemammdhg
Martin Luther King, Eaml]inhnt Kamnd@'. ﬂsh
mlmdra',']hlﬁ!hulhdu@i
sort of| vl war m
ﬂutw&ﬂawﬂlmﬂmk%mh !}‘ﬂ

Walkz, might wmm the same sart of
de!mnlndd.ilhnhnmmlhnenl’lmthﬂy this
‘e 1t woukd be about Gaz,

\"G-.D‘I.m P‘msldmt.!ua Hiden ard his team
"arael’s right i dafbnc
Iisnll'" aftar the Gmamnd Hamas command
lnumched a ldil-and-kidnap opevation into o pop
cancert and some kibbutz an October 7 last vear,
Mr Biden has backed up his support with deadby
arms supplies in lsrsel which have undoubiediy
cantributed to the 40000 or so deaths of civilim
Paleﬂinl.am in Gaz.

Bamala Harris, as his vice-president, dida't dis-
tanei horseld from hr Bidm' |3)o]l:|m.n.ndmpl.1b
Ity i Israel's wir, but s, now that she s a
dential canvdidate hersell, softened her nﬂ
paiblichy denavneing the “inoed inate™
bl of schools, hos and other Gass facil-
mmmhﬂnh'l&f‘l Force says Hamis

e claims not ng “mine®, bat s,
was the Emjn! e’ i
dolng"" the CiFEled il P heSthobiag Chennal
Ms Harris has i the LIS supported  elvilised. (Gentle pender, I've just snid I'm ont
a “two-stnte solution™ she hasnt gone as far  ple-in-the-sky, so-don't lmugh or mock as yoi wa

endorsing or rocopising a Palestinian state of
mmmwmmm

18 niw ﬁmﬁwkmu:nhummm:?ﬁ

Lstael hns been reapect the
call for a hnnbeenmlmileslhu
ﬂ:‘mewlui{urluﬂmuhewl]lnﬂlhcln Ly of
Mmmnmmmwm‘dnmhn
eth nt to lsvsel
partial call for peace aned condemmation of
dsaﬁ-nfnm[tlmmyhawmn
Mmmdnnlhnmm mmiber of demonstrators
wmdnlhamwmnmﬁm_'lh
oo are peacaful, nﬂuﬂ'mllns
!bfrlhrﬂur

Perbaps the 15000 ar ndemnmtmm which the
;:mutlmt[m chiim, nra also supporters of a two-

e Boduthon,
mtw]rtdmm“dutm:mm'fwnmn
ert Kamaln Harris' pudative future

mmmmm;m me:n loms fo freeze
ribers 08 thiy are W demanding a
retreat af mmw {ncursions info and

hmmmhmwﬂ Bank! Can the
bordars of the two states be drawn with some refir-
ence o Istael's retpeat from at least some of the ser-

ritory it has m-mmemmﬁmmm
Stute al lirael

My lnmeunm- rativesky (5 ot s ten-state
solution bat one A o me ns most

atcanspiracy theorists or space-mvader wallahs.)
My argument i based an the fact that while reli-

mmmm cricifixion, crusades, wars. per-
minorities, denial of sclence. misogy-
. t‘I‘w ot 008 wnrvls)
Thive wm who bableve that God Im
mmrmdﬁmmmh

religion. The State H’hmd.despihﬂlu-nﬂhndm
Jews ing s tooth and nail, s foanded on
this "Promised Land" balief. [ it in the 014
Testampent?

Anﬂlhmhn'ulm“mei Sixth Commandment
from Jehovah: shalt nat kill™! 40,000 and
ommtl.w.mth

nhn.‘?
Sameof the most e human hedngs, even
in recent :weatleﬂ:—nenml:y hi . have nmmri-
adlnﬂamdnmrm]l;im.l'mcﬁ‘mmmwh:h
redighon i albowed toeist and thrive.
there pwer, on that principle, be a one-secy-
lnrstate solution in [srael-Palestine® 1t would
inevitably nvolve constiutional gurlnleelnl'ﬂw
l'leeﬂ.mn of worship and of course a dem

ture: which preclades any religious necl:hm
‘within 1t

m:mu[heunmnm"mlmr
It has happered alsew

Tates
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BECAUSE

KAMALA HARRIS

With her personal story and arc, Democratic presidential
nominee has enthused party. She needs to reach out, and across

TS A DISTINCTLY American sbory,” Maya Harris's words captured a muli-genera-

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

| that A 2 with hersister becomingonly the sec-
ond woman presicdential cand idate InthrUS nnd the first persen of Indianorigin in
mmﬂullmLM:he i e fnal dlay of the

[ ion{ ]Inthlcam!tmlalhmupqhulhcr mother
Shyarmaka Gopalan Hars, of how, a5 a 19-year-old bndien student, she came to America,
miarrieel Kamala's Jarabean father and instilled in ber daughrer the values that have marled
an incredibly successful — and for many, insplrational — caneer in pulilic Jde. Though her
story, Vice President Harres framed that eh hatd y ter the LIS — the
Amenican dream. She sought to frame her background and her identity in a way that re-
fectsa diverse nation, Her achievement is cortainly amilestare for the Indian i
wihien Harrls was coming of age, a half-lndian weman president would have been dsﬂhdt
o imagine, She spoke of choosing wnity over divisiveness and sought o reach out to the
White wirkdng middie-class = a chunk of this vote s now thoughe o be rallying behind
Dhesrialed Trurmp: | want yoi to ke, | promise e be a president for all Amercans. You can
abways trust me to put country above party and self

Thwere s lithe dowbt that Harris has enthused the Democratic party, and encrgised its
hase, more deeply |x:m.|n|lhan .ll.mytlnwlncr Bamd: Oluma nnrrsldmlalwnmm

EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WoRrbDLY WISE
[ WILL NOT SAY: DO NOT WEEP;
FOR NOT ALL TEARS ARE AN EVIL,

— JRILToLKIEN

Death of a reform

Lateral entry scheme, now withdrawn, prioritises a
governance that is necessary to uplift the disadvantaged

SUDHEENDRA KULKARNI

A CONFUSED BIP that lacks a majority in

Parllament, a wealened Prime Ministerwho
lacks the courage of comviction, and a
Congress-led Opposition that lacks a long-
u'rm fplan for lnrlla’s Indusm development

bt nly

fve redorm,
The lateral entry scheme meant to revitabise
amoribund hatusdoa ks cead, 1twill be long
Iu'ﬁm astrong and visiomary PM arrives on
thie scene with a resolve o infuse [He into it
Trrivately, mary Ssrwiard-Jooking leaders
acroms party Hoes admit that the couniry's ad-
minizzrative machinery needs radical nefurms,
anel that the lateral entry scheme is one of
therm, They will also tell you thai to be mean-
ingful, the scheme shoubd be free from the
prowision of quatas, But the election-winning
priorities of parties ane so heavily influenced
By the warped de hate on “social justice” that
there ae hardly ary prominent volces defend-
ing & seheme the Modl government intro-
duced ondy towithdra it at lightning speed.
ﬂmmryprvdlumnwihﬂudl 30 i ob-

Ol fivee weeks age, wh
lhel'.\mwnﬂlmrv!adlngulhrymedm|!rw.'nlmamlngmmbenlammlaunlw-
lengger b s, Opinion polts now have Hrris and Trump neck-ancl-neck, with some giv-
Ing aslight edge tothe’ o o T i thee DINC, howeever, und herat-

esichient |oe B Tiptive noinee,

ven el it teel 100 days,
‘l'he fﬂ'hlmdnnmlmml.nalmmmmll
enough for it o reverse its steps. The

i,'mww s hypocrisy Is also out in the open,
Inf nbrace caste politics and

Challenges in development
and povernance are
becoming bighly comples in
the maodern waorld,
Therefore, higher echelons

wmnuwrr.uhummhnlaln Ihe\wﬂ nhmr!eddemmlxlnscﬂh'mpwlth farmiliar acaiste-based development moclel, anda hur- of administration require
g Demacrats, But for those rivel bichto recover ot base, especially professionals with deep
.mdthnwwhn-m!suppunhmrhmm:llttlﬂmrw-- with one exception: i, it s tryi doeven Kanshi domain knowledge and
anpmdummﬂl:.Hdrﬂ:msumrmmmmmwn physlcal. ’HH‘W‘-'NWWMMMNWH]SH sxiaistlon, Fathes o
FERE vial — by th i o Rios v Wile: It e thar st vctets Teawstiflyit o the lateealentry scheme, expertise, rther than
S i it and s e Courts curb- feabuil Ganeth slarmmed it by calling it “privati- generalists like most jol-

Inyg ol women's bodily au:mnmy is widely seen as one of the major reasons for the
Republicans' paor performance i the mid-terms,

Karnaka Harris has a little over two months to comvinee “undecided” Americans, Her
campgn will o enter what her rnning mate Tim Walz — a formes fean fosthall

sition of IAS", forgetting that his cwn fathes,
grandmother and great-grandfather also in-
vited extenmal none1AS, non-quota talent into
their governments, Bizarrely, his party sup-

ol the Bharat Bandh on August 21, which

high school coach and public school teacher — called the *fourth quarter.. with the ball in
onar hand on offience”. Harris's Incian-famaican-American story will compete with Trump's,
wehase pitch has been protectionist ghobally and revanchist in erms of diversity and immi

denounced the recent i Cort vierdict
:mubuuwm.mm‘ srmulsm

o Karnataka chief mini

nnllnn But Trump, too, appeals o thase whis &'vl left behind Walz, in his speech, sought
o reach larger audience by f g i together as citizens, even
with those you disagree with. Golng Foeward, Harris will need tobuild on his theme.

RATIONALISE THE RATES

Gross GST revenues have been growing, rate structure
has stabilised, This is the moment for a reset
OST STATES DON'T seem to be in Enour of changes to the existing five
main goods and seevices o (GST) rte stabs: 0,5, 12, 18 and 28 per cent,
The general argument being advanced is that since gross GST revenues
have been growing — foma monthly average of s 54,734 croee in 2030-
21 b Rs 1, 23608 crome in 2021-22, Rs 150640 crore in 2022-23, Rs 168,187 crore in 2023
24.and Bs 1,84.724 crone iy Apeil-July 20024-25 — and the rate structure has “stabilised”, wihy
disturb it? It should actually be the other way round. When GST collections ane robust,

thank and plugging beak 15 ch as making
Hnwrumandmwlnr firrms with turnover exce eding anel use ol artificial bn-
tefligence ane machine that is precisely the ti (: rate rationali-

relict as “historic”,
Wlwdncslndn seed acertain number of

ERIEM 15 bo join the

tinn, especially at the middle and senios lev-

els? And why s It necessary 1o exempt such

lateral entry from the provision of resenva-

unn?'ﬂm answer umhulm«limhm

st o gow
:nuncntm: Centre and in states and mu-
nicipal For Inclia to

the ulmln:k: challenges in development and

secure LAS officers who hop
from one domain to another
in relatively shore stints
with little people-monitored
accountabilivy, The
raditional public service
wystem does not produce
enough of such specialists,
Why should public service
remain a monopoly of [AS
or IFS officers, who, guite
often, beeome an elite 'caste’
wiko the gepnt
fiercely resist the entry of
external talent?

meet the ris rattons of its 145 billion
poople, especially those g o poarand

neglected communities, nothing s more cru-
cial than efficient, responsive and results-ori-
ented governance. Which caste or religion
public servants belong o isimmaterial. What
should matter iswhether they are competent,

debated s different. Whet contributes mone (o
social and econewmic justice for 5Cs, ST5, 08Cs
and othes marginalised communities? ls ita
simall number of elite guota bene lickanes in
the higher levels of government service or
competent, efficient. accountable and high-
qquality govemance that canbenedit millions of

E‘m people and can deliver outcormes that E:.ID e from the very same communities?
refit the nation a5 awhole and, particularly, , the dedte on the lateral entry
the disacvantaged citizenry, h.\ihuenhlmlw l:yquuu Brahmdng” at the
inedhucation, health- penseol i ictims el
caTe o gde-  poor g Thelr apposition to the
partments, mmrdlrn of their caste oF com- :mw-lmvrmupt aluershows theirexdu-
amniey identity, will contribute more to the  sionary toach-me-not mindset,
case of social and econormic justice If they ans Another :|ummn Should India remain
ol cleclicated, C biesel v | | experlence? All rich

Compe 1

and commitment, which are caste-agnostic,
are also mperative in other fields of gover-
mance = from justice delivery to scientific re-
aearch, from mml development mwnnu‘n':
empoyerment — since everything oumula-
tively promotes or hinders the hululn‘lmr-
apmentol society, especially those left behind,

Thene 1§ alu a second compelling reason,
Challenges in development and governance
ane becoming highly complex in the moderm
workd Thenefisee, higher echikrs of aminis-
wration require professionals with deep do-

countries, and nuwdrwhpmcmnluf#
ter wlllllv srvice

petent Mumumrmlanmlnrhem
and China, it Is moutine for specialkss in uni-
wersities and private sector companies o be
called upan to work in govermiment depart-
ments, including in foreign service.

Moo sane person who is wedded to social
Justice, economic democracy and other con-
stitutional values can be indifferent m the
el o ensure 4 B rellection of diversity in
Irehia’ s JOVEFTIANCR KTUC UTE, Hutindifference

main k and expertise, rather than feae commp and
genweralists ke most job-secure 1AS officers rnmmlmw Inpuhlr service s detrimental
whi hop fi other inml-  tothe these very lofty values,

atively shart stints with little people-moni-
toned accountability, The raditional public
service system does not produce enough of
such specialists, In contrast, India’s burgeon-
ing private sector comganies, top-natch uni-
versities, research labnramrlﬁ. think Tanl:a.

Herw can we make Lateral entry socially
representative without mandatory quotas?
Wl mast acceberate effornts to build needed
mmwmmnmlrmwh(mm k'-,nmp-

Jor and long- ncglmed lllnrmun govern-
wihose [owe

culturali |

FIET-TUr Lo ils

mnwnmﬁemrmuﬂemﬂmmm
natbon-building. Wiy showld the nation be
deprived of this precious resouree? Why
should public service remain a monopoly of
LAS or IFS offkcers, whe, quite often, become

are hurti among SC8, 55 OBCs and

nies toa must come forward to provide am-
ple groweh epportunities i talented luman
rnirces in these commmmities,

Abewe all government service lemandsa

an elite “caste” unto ther and fiercely
resist the entry of external talent?

Some may ‘Letthere be lateral entry,
Bt with strice aclhenence to reservations for
508 STsand DEICs, This defeats the very roivon
efttre of the reform. Rahul Gandhi regently
pesed thie wrong question in Pariament by
wanting toknow how many officers from
CUOLY CALEROTIES Were Amang secretarkes o
the Government of India The question o be

it wirtue from all whio wish toenter
|ls|pnrt.1h thuough regular or aterad channeds,
Avwork, they must “annibilate” their own
caste and religious identities, and embirace
only one “jaati” — of public servants — and
anly one dharma {duty ); Service of India and
abl Indians without any discrimination.

Thhe writer wias a elose aide 1o farmer
Frirme Mirrister Arai Bihari Vigjpayee

SURANJALI TANDON

WHERE TO TAX A COMPANY

UN framework will find it difficult to resolve issues of cross-border taxation

sation. That includes both the number of Fiver to oot rmione than th
ancl absa reviewdng the listof items under each slab,

The Incongrulty and, probaliy unfalrness, of the GST rates applicabile on several Items

THE INEXPLICABLY LOW rates of g paid by
milln.\ﬂumlml:reda row after the global

e, the GO mcthillised

arewellk Wiy should G5T a basic miaterial, be 28 p
The same goes for the 18 per cent GST payable on medical and life insurance pnllcy pre-
iy which, bn Uinion Minister Nigin Gackar’s own words, amounts o taxing individuals
secking to purchase cover against “Hlie's uncertainties”, There's similary no logic o milk
notattracting any C5T, but skimmed mill powder being taxed at 5 per cent and butierand
gheee at 12 per cent, So while dairies pay no tax on milk procured from famers, they have
to shyell ot GST on bath powder and fat used for reconstitution into milk, A 12 percent GST
onmilk [atisalso an wh clibre oll d at 5 per cent. Multiple
slabs are elearly a recipe for confusion, adding ko the com plexity of dolrg business.

It states may be averse o rate rtionalisation, lwlnu Insm[rm'n\u‘ Butaslmphh

the DECIYs technical whesewithal to address
same of the concerns. The last decade was
dedicated b the cause and the OECD an-
chored the work of creating a profis-shifting
programime, Fifteen action points 1o ensume

ing and anti-avoilance mesures yere rec-
ommenm:d 'wasaruaaummw Inyws
1ol

“egual Mnrwmlnwmcm.mm
Inclusive Frameswork ([F) The seatat the table

cation of the current slabs will also promobe ecor activity, y was made available not only because the
that would wltimately lead to higher tax reve bl i world was changing and markets mattered,

venies through v w  electricity ruil- bt also because tax competition among de-
ity services, besid d g Jance val log fied They com-
s on propety for better eompliance, The Ind nday neec psted t0 offer Jow tax hubs while bilaterally
(it S o o linc ot poer v negotiating reaties with preferential terms

THE DAY SPHEN DIED

Death of Sydney's beloved gentoo penguin
offers lessons in loss — and how to deal with it

NTHE YEAR of Magical Thinling {2005 ], Joan Didion wrates of the year loss came
hoame e herwith the deaths of her hushand and davghiter: “Griel mms out to be a
il e of s lasowe until " I phis gt wrenich ik, she tells
herself how wild things do not suller such heartbreales and sultsmmfnmnlhal

with developlng countries,
"The banhamie lasted wntil couneries ran
lr!Duﬂ miessier terrain of redistribution of tax-
Cusestions wore ratsed about where
lalw tech compandes shouled be paying taxes
— the country of residence (predominantly
LS ormaroets such as India? To forge consen-
s, the OECD kept geirsg back o the drawing

come i i
lutions. More efforts were made o ive up to
;Fﬁ eountries such as Jamaica co-chaired the

The bunlomie Lasted wntil
COuntries Tan into a messier
tereain of vedisteibution of
taxing rights, Questions were
rased about where kirge tech
companies should be paying
taxes — the country of
residence (predominantly
US) an markets such as
Inalia? To forge consensus,
the OECD kept going back to
the drawing boand to

only come up with more
cormnplex solutions,

1F e mary, bnschudiong from Indlia, voiced their
concens, Yet, this anomymised process ef con-
sensiis bullding began to tire members,
Disitlusioned countries and regional groups

s managed, Second, economic interesey be-
tween and within groups of countries will
comtinue to diverge, Porging comsensus on
cross-border matters can be difficult, espe-

dhernandied ashift. They proposed it was time tan ped-
Tor an intergovernmental b bady at the LIN, ncy—mﬁinslnobc mwwﬂL'lhv fterative re-
i ¥ s, b= material

In

cludding Endia, voted in Evour of a LN global
e comention in 2023, However, 48 coun-
trie, Including the UK and US, rejected the

inrlmpe Furmmpk the language was re-

wised in specific aspects — a shift of focus to

m.mndanmmmmmhlm -net-worth
Il

propesal O d
constries, the UN procecded bo work on the
terms ol reference, The final version, released
enugust L, was rejected by only eight coun-
tries bt stiflincluded the US.and UK EL coun-
tries that initially opposed and remained di-
vidbeel o the agenda, abstained from vating
i thie final deaft of erms of eference,

Thiere i no doubt that the UN i pelsed m
assumme promminence i infernational ta nego-
tiations However, bwo aspect TIning:

thlr wmrrlngmhlmllqcmmlmlnz
righvts anct meeting SDGs, The recagnition of
fakr ablocation of taxing rights is a shilt in in-
rernational a thinking altheugh the concept
of fairness remaing undefined,

Thee LIN breales sy from the practice at
1F by estalilishing formal processes including
that of election of members of the negotia-
ing committee on an equitable basis, Mublic

its fatee, First, time and money have been in-
vested in bullding institutional lranmm
atthe OECTHhat b of ir
Formation, qulﬁ;ﬂchpl:maf.lnu b 17

v votes also lends trans-
parency. it allows experts and chil society o
identily and engage with the naysayers, A
will inchude cross border

zmcamcudu lultalmmdlllmmv

ey
sharing. Would it be wise to duplicate :hla

will be to et ac-
ceptance from countries such as the L'E ard
UK, It ks doubeful that they would adopt the

ystem s
Ilm.l mmmmmmmmmm mmdtt:pcmllyulmwnﬂlmwlllhm
The fodlges this over- yiosign,

lap

sicler symergies. It remains o be seen how this Thewriter is assnciate profissor, NPR

Only, it puerns oust, that they do, At Sydrey’s Sea Life Aquarium, when Sp
guin known for his devotion to his same-sex partner, died kst weele griel became a mng.
When Magic, Sphen's younger partner, with whom b had ralsed two chicks, way brought
o sary ks final goedbye, he brole out in what could ondy be deseribed as a dinge.

Sphen and Magic had !ipcnl :u yt.u-.\ mmlhﬂhﬂsnﬂ seems o be an emoation that

lence. rieve the loss of thelr partners, par-

T life; el A
kil il feealty to their oweners — for nine years until hliawndtuth.ki.ﬂdh:.i]ﬂwu Akita
oy, walted at a mibwaty station every evening for his master o reterm from werk, He had
never gocten over the loss ol I1I!uwmr.macadcml:ar‘hamlmpemluwmlw Bt if grief’
Is pervaive across species, there are also il from the andmal lingd

Dealing with the shock of the untimely deathof her Bather, writer and naturalis Helen
MeDonald channels ber arger and hurt into becominga faloone in H i for Howk { 2014, she
writes of the lessan that the fierce and unyielding goshawk teaches her that grief would
M.tl.hw herto see: “You mthat!nﬁv will become a thing made ol holes, Absences. Losses.
v e, A e realise, oo, taat you huve i grow arsmd
and between the gaps, though you can past your hand out o where things were and feel
that tense, shining dullness of the space where the memaries are.”

entsand culbs: bald axeles and black vl

AUGUST 24,1984, FOrTY YEARS AGO

PrOVINCIAL COUNCILS

THE GOVERMMENT WAS willing to consider
prowincial councils as units of develution for
lhc entire count arl Lankan Plraldcnt

s

e said. The

Bibar will b told o quit for taking up ogani-
sational woek as part of the Congress (1 high
command's plans to srengthen the party be-
fawe the farthcoming elections, This became
obvious after Bilar Chief Minlster Chandra

tence will rernain intact, I:l.nmun.ptmncul
coneilswill beconeetved. The President saw
the frrnation ol provincial courncils as an or-
i part o thie second charmbser concept spelt
ik by i o the all-party conference called
w0 consider thee protdem of S Lanka Tamdls,

CONG POLL PLANNING
ABOUT HALF A dozen cabinet mindsters of

aenaparindianexpresecom BBl BR

Mishra, hac! talks with the central leaders.

ANTULAY'S BAIL PLEA

THE PROSECLITICN APPLICATION for cancel-
lation of the former Maharashira chied min-
Isteer, AR Antulay's bail wis nejected by Justice
5N Khatri at the Bombay High Court. Giving
his: rulinge, Justice Khatri said |t coubd not be
conclusively sald that the accused had in-

dulged in tampering with the government
files relating to cement transactions during
s benaere as chiel mindster,

NTR'S DISILLUSIONMENT

THEBATTLE OF Andhra Pracesh mast be won
before amy further talks of epposition party
usity at the national leved N'T Rama Rao, the
Tielusgus Diessaass party beacder bolel ENS just be-
fore emplaning for Hyderabad, Rama Rao's
Tnealth seems to have improved much since
hlsasrwvalin el He, hnwcvw app&ll!‘d

melwm\elwallalllw Covermeor ar the
chismissal of the Bhaskara Rao Ministry,
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THE ESSENCE OF BEING:
BEYOND BODY AND MIND

The soul is envisioned as pure and tranquil,
the mind remains latent and unmanifest.

RAJYOG! BRAHMAKUMAH NIKUNJ J1

15 now becoming something of @ ciché in various circles of mod-

£m life—trorm religion bo psychology to holistic medicine—to use he

phrase “body-mind-soul” or “body-mind-spint” when referrng to our
totalty &s human beings. 50, what do we exacty mean when we ask,
What s the body? Whit 15 the mind? What is the soul? and \What is the
spirit? It is often said that the real seif is behind the mind or intellect. &
15 also said that we can experignce and know the self when we go beyond
the: mind, which is like 2 sheath of the soul.
This & truly sad, but it means something different than what is gener-
ally understood because 1o expenence or perceive the soul, we do not
have to cross the mind which is considered to be & subtle form of mat-
ter. No! Instead, we have to calm the ripples of the mind, stop i from
being agitated by the outer workd, and check its outward tendency From
a spirtual parspeckive, it should be understood that when the soul is in
the soul-world, itis pure, calm, tranquil, and above all bondages or atirib-
utes.
There, the mind s unmanifest, &nd iis abilities of voition, action, desire,
understandinig, ascertainment, efc., are nat at play but at rest—not
emenged but ktent and margad. While in the soul-wordd, the soulis pirmed,
50 to say, only on one thought, ane consciousness, one feelng. one
understanding, viz—"12m a Soul, | &m a Saul, | am a Soul’. Thatis all—
nathing mare. The turbulence. the vagrancy, the sportiveness of the mind
15 &t rest, or you may say that, in & sensa, it is in deep steap. Therefore,
when it is said that i we want to experience the peace and tranguility

F y

of the soul or have to know fhe sell, we will have to go beyond the intel-
lect and the mind,” it does not mean that we will panetrate, percolate
through, tear away, or cross over to a materal form as the mind is under-
stood to be. Nol |t means that to know oursefves, we will have fo con-
cenirate our mind on the maxim: | am & soul, a child of the Supremea
Soul*

We will have fo make our intellect and mind one-pointed and disposed
to uinderstand thee Self alone, We will tave to ay 2l our memaones, thoughts,
fealings, ete., fo rest. This is what would be ‘going beyond the mind.
For this, thene are 20 many methods that have been advocated, demon-
sirated, @tvised, and faid down by various spirttual and religious teach-
ers. However, the all-knowing Almighty has offered His supremse advice
that we should control the mind using the intelfect. This means that we
hawve to know the Self, the Supreme, etc., and using that, know the Seif
to calm ourselves. He has sermonized that it can be best done by pin-
ning the mind on the namse, form, atiibutes, and relation of e Supreme
with the soul.
His i Bhav® e, ¢ yLr O me; your
lowe, your faith in me. And | assure you that | will bless you with suprems
sanctity, peace, and biiss, and you will attain me. | will purge you of all
sing, rest assured, If we act as HE says, all our inner conflict will end,
and we will work only 25 His divine instrument. By aligning ourseives
with the Supreme, our mind will cease s endless wandering, and we
will find ourselves centred and at peace. We will then be able to adjust
ourselves easily and quickly in any situation. Having been freed from
ather psychological memories, except that of the Suprame and our duty,
our-energy potential will find no resistance and will be free for full per-
formance. We will thus be abés to attain excelience and experience peace
and tranquillity without putting in much effort. This state of effortiess
being is what every soul seeks, whether knowingly or unknowingly. The
Supremne guides us fo this state of fulfiiment, away from the darkness
of ignorance: Now, it's up to us whether to listen to the Almighty or keep
wandering in the darkness of ignorance,
(The wilter fs a spintual educator and popuiar colummst, wews are
personl)

{acebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPionaer | instagram com/dailypionear/

Reject calls for extraditing
Sheikh Hasina

India must stand firm in its refusal to hand over a leader who has been a steadfast
ally, particularly when such demands come from factions with anti-India sentiment

ndia must not pay the slightest heed
tor the dcmamﬁqby the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party's secretary-gencr-
al, Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, 1o
extradite Sheikh Hasina 1o his
country, From reports in Indlan newspa-
Ecn:, he seems to have cited Iwcsgmumls,
oth utterly laughable, for his demand.
The first is that ﬁm should stand trial for
the murder and other charges levelled
against her. The question is: will she
receive a fair trial under the conditions
now prevailing in Bangladesh? The mat-
ter is important. Even if the charges lev-
elled against her are true, and she has
done terrible things, she has an inalien-
able right to a fair trial
This, 5Fu: will not get with large mobs lit-
erully baying for her blood, statues of her
father, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the architect of the country’s
emergence from East Pakistan to sover-
cign Bangladesh, are being pulled down,
the Bangabandhu Memorial Museum of
32 Dhanmondi, Dhaka, his erstwhile res-
idence; ransacked and burnt, and the
Liberation War Museum at Subrawardy
Udyan Dhaka, razed to the ground,
Clearly, a section of people Is trying to
tuke ndvantage of the situation created by
the Anti-Discrimination Students’
Movement (ADSM), to target the sym-
bols of Bangladesh's liberation struggle,
Undoing IE: country’s independence
and its re-unification with Pakistan is, of
course, out of the question. But cultivat-
ing closer ties with Pakistan, pursuing a
stridently hostile palicy towards India,
which such elements have never ceased
|1al||1f( for playing a decisive role in
Bangladeshs independence by routing
Pakistan in the 1971 war, and replacing
Bangladesh’s secular, democratic polity by
one practicing fundamentalist Islam,
has been a part of the agenda of the coun-
try's fundamentalist Islamist groups.
It is no secret that the Jama'at-e-Islami
Bangladesh, recently re-incarnated s
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami (Bfet), its
students’ organization, Bangladesh Islami
Chhatra Shibir (BICS)--which was Islami
Chhatra Sangha (ICS) in 1971--and
allied organisations like al-Badr, al-
Shamis, Razakars, and Shanti Committee,
had sided with Pakistan and committe
despicable war crimes during the liber-
ation war of 1971, A number of them
have been punished, including some who
have been executed, by the International
Crimes Tribunal set by the Bangladesh
Government in 2009 by an amendment
to the International Crimes (Tribunals)
Act, 1973, o investigate and prosecute
persannel of the Pakistan Army and Blel,
Razukars, Al-Badr, Al-Shams, and Shanti
Committee, accused of committing geno-
cide during the 1971 liberation war,
‘The Bfel and the BICS, which have close
links with Islamist terrorist organisations
like Ansar al-Tslam, linked to Al-Qaeda
in the Indian Sub-continent (AQIS) and
Jama'at-ul-Mujohideen Bangladesh
(IMB), clearly joined the ADSM to fur-
ther their own agenda, which is trans-
forming a secular and democratic
Bangladesh into an [slamic emirate, To
do this, they must eliminate from the
political ‘scene not only the Awami
League and its leaders, particularly
Sheikh Hasing, but all secular, democra-
tic and humanist civil society organisa-
tions and leaders.

GNIEN THAT THE ‘iijJdTI'fiﬂBn?Z 1‘li.-.tmn
AWAMI LEAGUE Council) AAMS Arcfin :iid.djqu‘:.

Revealingly, circulating in
H.'mgladrﬁgin the wake of Sheikh
Hasinas ouster, is a list of intel-
lectuals, scholars, lawyers, aca-
demics, human hts social

Included the list of 50 or
maore were the Professor Abul
Barakat (a well-known economist
who had exposed the sources of
the Blel's. phenomenal wealth),
Rana Dasgupta (general secretary

adesh Hindu
ity

{former vice-chancellor, Dhaka

HAS BEEN University}, and Professor Sadeka
Halim (vice-chancellor, Jagannath

REDUCED TO University) and a nun%hcr of
SUCH STRAITS  jeurnalists and film personalities,

In these circumstances, Sh

THATIT CDULD Hasina's life will be in danger if
h dited Jadest

she is extradited to Bangladesh:

NOT EVEN nor can she h: assured sSJt' a fair

OBSERVE THE trial. particularly given the fact

that judges will either be under

ANNIVERSARY OF tremendous pressure or will be
THE GRENADE {1528 en ppmted by ch
A'[TAGKS QN Interim Government and are

hostile to her.

AUGUST 21 i 20[]4, The second ground that, accord-
I GOULD HARDLY i cers i i
BE IN A POSITION Sheikh Hasings extradition, is

that the Awami League and she

T0 CONSPIRE TO F‘frr_mn:apn}::g in New ]i:dhi 10
ulsify (sic) the victory that stu-

DEFEAT THE dents and other u);izcns of
STUDENTS' Bangladesh have achieved.

Nothing could be more ludi-

UPSURGE | crous, Most Awami League lead-

ers are in Bangladesh, busy
defending themselves in courts

against charges brought against
them, or in hiding. A number of
them have been lynched. The
homes and business establish-
ments of many of them have been
destroyed and set aflame,
In fact, the Awami League has
been reduced to such strasts that,
unlike in the earlier years, it
could mot stage an event to
observe the anniversary of the
grenade attack on an Awami
League rally in Dhaka on August
21, 2004, to protest against
increasing terrorist attacks on its
cadres and leaders,
Perpetrated by the terrorist out-
fit Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-[slami
Bangladesh (HUJIB), it left at
least 24 persons dead and over
300 injured. Among the wound-
ed was Shelkh Hasina, whose
hearing has been permanently
impaired. Ivy Rahman, secretary
of the Awami League’s women's
affairs wing and wife of ita gen-
eral-secretary, Zillur Rahman,
who subsequently became
Bangladesh’s president, was also
seripusly hurt, She later died
later in imi ital.
Given that the Awami League has
been reduced to such straits that
it could not even observe the
anniversary of the grenade attacks
on August 21, 2004, it could
hardiy be in & position to conspire
1o defeat the students’ upsurge.
It may well be argued that Sheikh
Hasing needs to be present in
courts to stand trial and face
cross-examination to establish
the veracity of the charges levelled
inst her, or examing the com-
plicity of others involved.

HIARANMAY
KARLEKAR

For that, the interim govern-
ment or its successor must estab-
lish that a prima (acie case exists
against her and then request
India to allow an emissary to
question her in any facility that
New Delhi may provide
Meanwhile, there can be no ques-
tion of extraditing her. The BNP-
Blel coalition government, in
office from 2001 to 2006 with
Begum Khaleda Zia as prime
minister, made no bones about its
hostility to India. Indeed, except
those headed by Sheikh Hasina,
all governments of Bangladesh
since the murder of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in 1975, have
been hostile o India and pro-
Pakistan,
T cite one example, under them,
Bangladesh provided sanctuary,
assistance and training to north-
cast India’s secessionist rebel
groups. On the other hand,
Sheikh Hasina not only closed
down their sanctusries but hand-
ed over 1o India some of the lead-
ers of these secessionist tevrorise
groups. In fact, India-Bangladesh
relations were perhaps more cor-
dial under her than even when
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman headed
the government in Dthaka,
Extraditing Sheikh Hasina would
send the message round that
even the most loyal friends of
India cannot depend on it for
support in times of distress. That
is not something that New Delhi
should want.
(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The
views expressed are
personal}

Lateral entry in bureaucracy: A double-edged sword of reform and controversy

The implementation of lateral entry has sparked serious concerns about social justice and the representation of marginalised groups in the Indian bureaucracy

¢ introduction of later-
al appointments in
India’s bureascracy has

'iﬁkﬂ intense debate, partic-
ularly due to the absence of
reservations for Scheduled
“astes (SC), Scheduled Tribes
(ST}, Other Backward Classes
(OBC). and Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS). The
issue guined traction with u
UPSC advertisement for
k or pasitions, which did
not 'illdllj::h[_‘ constitutional-
ly mandated quotas, raising
cancerns ahout social justice
and the representation of dis-
advantaged groups in high-
level government roles.

The lateral entry system, intro-
duced by the Modi govern-
ment in 2018, was intended to
enhance transparency and effi-
ciency, addressing the opagque
practices of previous adminis-

K5 TOMAR

trations. However, the kack of’
provisions for reservations in
this system has led to wide-
splcaa criticism.
Hahul Gandhi, Leader of the
Opposition, accused the NDA
sjm'crnmml of undermining
¢ Constitution by excluding
reservations from these
appoiniments. He argued that
25 move was a direct attack
on social justice, sidelining the
underprivileged and diluting
their representation in the

higher echelons of bureau-
cracy. In response, Arjun
Meghwal pointed out the
Congress's past practices, high-
lighting the appointments of
former Prime Minlster
Manmaohan Singh as Finance
Secretary in 1971 and Montek
Ahluwalia as  Planning
Commission Chairman with-
oul transparent procedures,
Since the inception of the lat-
eral entry system in 2018, the
government has received 6,077
applications, resulting in the
appointment of 63 indiiduals
o senior positions across var-
ies, with approx-
¢ 35 from the private sec-
tor. While these appointments
aim to bring in expestise and
fresh perspectives, the exclu-
sion of reservations has over-
shadowed the infended bene-
fits. The backlog of vacancies

il:ailﬂ:lrﬂlllﬂn to theese 63 offi-
cials can only be addressed if
the government creates new
osts specifically for candidates
rom 5C, 5T, OBC, and EWS
categorles. The delay in
amending recruitment rubes
hias already caused significant
harm, as many eligible candi-
duses may have crossed the age
Timit.
The itroduction of lateral
appointments has been met
with mined reactions within
the burcaucracy. While it
brings in specialized knowl-
edge and fresh perspectives, it
also poses several risks to the
traciti Critic struc-

?:;md fresh perspec-
tives, it also poses several risks
to the traditional burcaucrat-
ic sbructure,

Demaoralization of
Bureancracy: Traditional
bureancrats, who have risen
1I|1m1.1p;h the ranks, may feel

ture:

Impact on Bureancracy: A
Mixed Bag; the introduction of
lateral appointments has heen
met with mixed reactions,

While it brings in specialized

lized secing lateral
entrants appointed to senior
positions without undergoing
the rigorous training and years
of service they have endured.
This could lead o a perception
that meritocracy is being

undermined and ereate uncer-
tainty regarding carcer pro-
gression.

Integration Challeng

ny and evaluation, keading to
concerns about transparency
in decision-making, Their lack

Lateral entrants may struggle
ti integrate into the established
bureatcratic culture, leading bo
friction with traditional
bureaucrats.

3nd. Potential Conflicts of
Interest: Lateral entrants from
the private sector may face
conflicts of interest, where
their decisions could be influ-
enced by their previous affili-
ations,

This raises concerns about
policy bias and the potential
priotitization of private scctor
interests over the public good,
Accountability and
Transparency Issues: Unlike
career bureaucrats, lateral
entrants might not undergo
thie same leved of public scruti-

of deep i | kenowl-
edge could also affect the
quality of their decisions, espe-
cially in complex policy arcas,
Impact on Administrative

jom: The introduction of
lateral entrants at senior levels
could fragment suthority with-
in the bureascracy, leading to
inefficiencies and delays,

Positive Takeaways:

Lateral entry into senior gov-
ernment positions offers sev-
eral benetits:

Expertise Infusion: Brings
specialized knowledge from
various sectors, enhancing
policy-making.

Diverse Perspectives:
Intraduces new viewpoints,
fostering innovative solu-
ticinis.

Increased Efficiency:
Private sector professionals
bring a focus on perfomance
and cfficiency.
Skill Gap Bridging: Addresses
deficlencies in areas like tech-
nology and  finance.
Meritocracy Promotion:
Emphasizes skills over senior-
ity, potentially improving lead-
ership quality,
Governance Flexibility:
Allows for quick edaptation to
new challenges with experi-
enced professionals.
Public-Private Collaboration:
Strengthens ties between gov-
emment and private sectors,
(Writer has been ex chairper-
son of Standing Committee of
All State Public service
Commissions in fndia and
former chairman of HE
Public Service Commission;
Vigws are personal)



