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Quad woos the
Indo-Pacific

Wilmington Summit pushes cooperation and
collaboration asa wayto fight China's coercion

ccurity and stability across the Indo-Pacific

was very miuch in focus as the four members of

Quad — India, Australia, Japan, and the US -

agreed on a range of measures to bolster thelr
cooperation in areas ranging from infrastructure to
health care and maritime securlty to digltal
connectivity, Even in non-security domains, much of
the collaboration between the four players Is almed
atgiving nations across the Inde-Pacific region an
opportunity to partner,

What the various statements and fact sheets
issued after the Quad Leaders' Summit in
Wilmington left unsaid was that most of these
mensures afm o counter China's aggressive
behaviour, be it in the South China Sea or South
Aslaor the waters off Japan's territories. If there
were any doubts in this regard, they would have
been dispelled after US President Joe Biden was
caughton a hot mic telling the other leacders that
China continues to “behave aggressively, testing us
all across the region™ and that President Xi Jinping
wants to buy diplomatic space to “aggressively
pursue China's Interest”.

While Quad leaders have sought to play down the
military aspect of their cooperation, the four
countries are now part of an annual naval exercise
that has grown in complexity, At Saturday's
summit, the leaders unveiled new measures that
will enhance interoperability between their coast
guard forces, expand the maritme domain
awareness parmership to counter dark shipping
and illegal maritime activities, lead to shared airlife
capacities and leverage collective logistics strengths,
and create a diversified and competitive market for
semiconductors and boost resilience in supply
chains for chips, These steps, coupled with Quad's
wiork to bolster Open BAN telecommunications and
boost the resilience of undersea cables used for
digltal conmectivity, are all aimed at countering
China's efforts to become the pre-eminent player in
strategle areas. The new Cancer Moonshot
Initiative, which will see the rollout of 40 million
doses of India-made HPV vaccines, plans for the
first meeting of Quad commerce ministers, and
future investments by development finance
institutions of the four countries are all partof the
stepa to help nations of the Indo-Pacific.

Quad has benefited from its informal structure
and lack of Institutional mechanisms, which have
allowed it greater Aexibility in meeting emerging
challenges, with the bulk of the heavy lifting done by
the numerous working groups. The grouping will
now have to push forward with implementation to
match China’s efforts on the ground,

India as an emerging
chess superpower

here was perhaps no better way to show that
Tlndhl has arrived as a chess natlon than by

clinching its first-ever gold medal at the 45th
edition of the Chess Olymplad, With a record-
breaking 193 teams in the Open section, this is the
tournament where strength is measured by the depth
of talent thata country possesses, and India’s spell-
binding performance shows that the surge in the
number of grand masters (GMs) Isn't just a number.
Lintil 2000, India had a total of 23 GMs. People knew
about chess thanks to India's first GM, Viswanathan
Anand, and even though there were others, the sport
and its coverage were largely restricted to him, Now,
the number of GMs has surged past 80, there are five
players with a “Super GM” Ele rating of 2,700 or
higher, five Indian players are ranked in the top 25 of
the workd, and one of them, D Gukesh, Is golng to
battle for the title of world champlon in Nevember,

The challenge now is not becoming a GM. Rather, it

15 1o elimb to the very top. This shifting of goalposts is
an important moment for India’s chess story. Its young
GMs have made everyone sit up and notice for a few
years now but few expected this rise to happen so
quickly. As things stand, Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi {who
has been brilliant at the Olympiad and is the current
Waorld no, 4), and R Praggnanandhia represent just
the tipof the iceberg — many more young talents are
walting in the wings, and the success at the Olympiad
will nat only motivate them to challenge the best bt
also continue to push India to greater heights. This is
Just the begloning.
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OPINION

How our Maharajas
weaponised English

Long before Indians in
British India began talking
back tothe English in
English, it was the Native
States that showed how
words could be used as
shields and sword
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Bengalis have proudly

|.lu|med Gopal Krishna

Coobchal i saryd g thit “wihat

Bengal thinks today, Indls

will think tomosrew”, This
liwe can be found [n courtess essays
il speechies, and rone that have cied
i whiethior froem Harviand o froem How-
b, have cared to check with the
source, Apparently, it was enough for
them that anather Bengall had sid
that Godale had said It Wit Golchale
actunlly sudd at the Indlan National
Comgress meetl 1y o Benares in K05
s that “what educated Indians think
mdq'\r the rest of India thinks tomor-
ow',

The case with which Bengalls
beliewe, and have convinoed others o
Belierve, Bt Cey’ haive plive & e
rube I the muking of modern fndla, s
symptomatie of o deeper problem. i s

eolloges! b 0

entiredy get his way.

|t-u.un:md lhvn T theie cormy-
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Lriots the deas previe
eni i Industrialising Evrope,
There s ane prodtdem with this sory
= It I8 false. The first school 10 offer
natlves “Europenn learning” wis
Tesimeked i Teanjoore: it 1784, Thie ke [
asehool orighnated with Joln Sullivan,
U East bsdin Company's Rosident (o
representative) i Tarjore, who then
Dlsh agimngg eransilitos, Chadstian Fre-

souttiod i
e, Buit the Company could not pre-
venit the Pnnhh-mmlntdmdulmﬂl
Tangon's schools from being cagerly
by o theer e, Over the
ekt hadl century, the most im portan |

effiective dewons in Southern wncd
Western India, From Travancore wnd
Mysore wough o Baroda and Indore,
originmted Moo Tanjove. These miils-

The Bact that “meder
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Invltes us

British India were leaming English 1o
obtaln employment as clerks, the
dewan of Trvancore was uslng the
vrr-_r saime hanguage o help the NmM

drich Schwrg, a | Prussian
iRy, o marge i But
the band and inddal g
Tt ool o frcem Tul-
Jog Ehvomsle, the Raja of Tan-
oo, il gifted the scheodan
annunl reverise ol SO0 pago.
ilax (or about £200), Sullimn

g the Engliah in
E.lm]l:h — they alao helped
their Maharajns take advin-
tage of cmergent technoko-
ﬁ:: Thus, befare Thomas

aulity hod even arvived in
India, Swatl Tirunal. the

Rahul Mishiiraja of Travanoore, wnd
wanted Iherate clerks and Sagar T e and dewan, English
Schwarz wanted converts. Subba Rao, a graduate of
But what did Tuljlaji, s\hmrxmnu In Tanjore,
learned patron of classicnl el el beguan cstablish-

learning, wint from the school? He,
and hils successor, Serfoll, wanbed (hide
subyjects to acquire the knowledge —
leschoee] arwany in Engglishelang uage books
== Ll was hiel ping the Brivish “wermi-
nateevery event” bn Uelr favour, This
ambitlon acquired particular sigalfl-
canco after the Second-Anglo Mearatha
Ve (10305 e the Commprasny I et
Lol of the Deccan, By 1806, n decade
Defore Cabowitn began o stir, Serfoll

Immhwla o tenich English, hospitals
1o dispense Evropean” medicne, llm:l
an observatory that alimed to be “sec

omd tomone i the world™. TIM\Ier
also surged alead In experimenting
with “Westem” muslc, b conumission -
Ingg translations amd printing Hierary
ik, amid even [n employing Shide-
wpoesre. For instance, the o deamn in
ihe English lunguage was composed
net I Bemgnl, os ls commanly clalmd,

devstand why ey wiere s e
mmblng:ulhc Britiah. Listle wonder,
then, that the Company repeatedly
trled o banish Engliah Subba Rao, s
officers. flcllln,u that his education
meant that he "is not wnacqualnted
with cur policy”,

The fact that "maodern lenrning™
Tesgan not in Bergal but in Tamjore, and
not in British [ndla but in a Nadve
State, invites us 1o reassess our nea-
tiomshipy with the English language and
the |deas it carried (o our shores.
Brenusis we have hitherto [beussd on
how Bemgalis in British India greeted
education n the English languge, with
thelr characteristic excess of elther
enthusbasm or disdaln, we have boen
encourged o see the prrival of English
b o v leome o uwdcome [mgsos-
tlon, The cager or emblitered babu
iy’ hive by U ot visdble coise-
qquenioe of Enghiah learning in Coleutta,

HI P

cormmerce. For e Mative States, the
English languuge wis not a gt or a
ki bt a wea .

Of course, as the decades pusscd,
Tarithsh Indis ws absle to sutstrip the
Nathve Statos — the latter were pre
wenited] froen socdng thelr most smi
thous educntbonal ventures Urough,
But it s worth noting that even s
English education spread in British
Irclla, Bengnl did not play an outsize
ok, Bormbeay and Madras more thin
loepa pace from the B30 onward s, and
sodid the remainder of India from the
15508 onwards — a8 we can see from
the hundrodsof periodicals and news-
papers thit cireulated in these regions
durlng this time, This is why, by U
e Caokchale spobkee in Benanes in 105,
wll educated Indians were beooming a
problem for the Brish — not only
those In Bengal. What we necd 10
remember (s that long belore Indians
I Bebtdl Indtin beggan talking back o
thse Engiah I Ernghish, it wasthe Native
Stabes ehat shovwed honw words coulkd be
wsed as shields and swords,

wide ly held, especilly by Bengals, that
modernity originally arrived in Indin
e thie nspeoes ol the so-calkod Hen-
] Femadssance. This s the period in

Tacl already set up in Tanjore o pobikc
schiool system, capped by o oollege
withiin his palace, in order o croale o

buat b Trebvamdram n 1825, Writien by
English T, the groat palymath
of that era, thie play, entitled Krivhma

Ibun the same boaks produced o very
lilferent outoome in e Native States.
There, modern education helpod

Ra) Sapar i Glinbal Nerwork Avskite
Priessor af Néii Yank Uvitvirally Abi

the early 10h contury when Bengali — new Moswtha ebie foent in English and — Krarord, shed Dght on the vices that hacd e thedr Db T o s new bk,
nldledtothe cren-  aware of the scientifie loel the Rajy thelr Inllnwul llHlmlmqmﬂMl‘rﬂ‘mlmu Krighna Kmari: The Tragady of Infia,
tion of Englishe-modium schools and | Europe, Ineheponch i adopt n log Thhe views exprewsesd are prrsenal
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Happymon Jacob

Shiftin Europe’s framing
of the Ukraine conflict

wieek In Burope and Ukralne made

one thing chear to me: The irritating
Al:umpt'nl: question to India aboul

the Ukraine war has shifted from
“Why wan't you condemn Russios immarml
and lllegal accupation of Ukraine?” to the
more palatable wion't you support us
inour moment of deep insecurity™ Indians,
Mke many athers in the Global South, may
AU ghve the same answer (that they don't
it bo ke sides In o wir thid s nol thelrs),
it thie chige In Use question les opened up
more space for a meaningful dialogue
between European States and thelr ghobal
COUMET T

Therefore, the change in question marks o
o change in the Westerm narrative slsosl
e Ulkralive war compared o year of [wo
aga. Faced with sharp moeal shaming by the
Western countries, conntries such as Indin
elthier pushed back or called ot e Westorm
double standards and hypocrisy, nelther of
which helped the |nterests of Ukrsl e or the
[Europeans. The West has likely recognsed
fits mistake of using an accusatory tone
Nowiards the fence-sitters and |s quickly mov-
fing from o moral framing of the Ukraine war
1o one thiat |8 rooted In natlonal security
Anserests. O the fmce of 10, this may look [ke
an ineonsequentinl shift, but this has the
gmr:uuul 1o make the Europeans and non-

uropeans more sware of cach other's seos-
ity ealculus.

Asi the war In Ukralne broke out in early
2022, the domibmant rallytng ery vsed by the
WUnltad Seanes aivd Exirope fraimed b as & con:
et betweon democracies and non-democna:
elesfnuthoritarian reglmes, This was both an

wolonial past or imperial practlces and the con-
timwibng disregard for the Global South's con-

oerni, moral crusadies by the Wt in workl pol
Bt aree difMelt fora Jotof people aroumnd the
world to nppreciate. Secondly, the collective
Whestand the US have n certain tradk record an
Issies such as the sanctity of terrliorial sover-
elgnty, non-aggreision, and international lvw
What |s hardhy inspleing. Then there i a serious
charge of hy pocrisy = the West worries about
mioral questions on ly when one ol thelr rends.
I8 hawved and malitalns slence when they or
ey [rdennids violate: the same norms. Maiy in
the Global South would nn; that the West and
e LIS rouitinedy ongage in thee scleaive applicie
B ol novmy, Consdder, [or nstance, the pish
s kg e sl e cbert Defoe thee Ever-
ninklonna ] Crinibnal Couit contrasts sharply with
thelr relative silence ot the same mm'l pro-

wy
MOCTICY M gument |l[|:1 | resonate in the
Gilobal Sauth, as lsmies of war and peoce ane
hasdly deterimidnd by a counitiy's e of gov-
ermment,

Thie growlng criticism of the West's morl
Fllnk mgarnlnﬁ Ukrabne and the US and

Eropean inatdliny to stop the killings in
Gz appears to have fonced o change in the
Western narrative, As a resall, the Wstern
argument about the Ukraine war bs increas-
gy framied In & national interestnational
secunity language rather than relylng on
moral shaming.

Everyane nu»ll whier! i State angues that L
hiis securily concerns arlsing oul of s certalin
development, even I they don't fully agree
with the nsessment, Natlonal securlty s a

il Ry
e the European Stabes m woll osthe Uniied
States (US) and its allies behind the Ulraine
enmm. As i unilving strategy, Iiworked well,
Moreover, sinee Ukradne Is not part of the
[Exsropesan Uadon or the North Atlantic Tre
Oygankzation (NATO), [ would have bend|
it fior the LS and Europe so use o dinect seo-
ity nrgument. Instend, they used o “maral,
lIMIHIM'II!ﬂlIIUHﬁHle gl avgurment”
o matke their case. It worked among friend s
and allles but wasn't impactfil outshde Barope
and Narth America,

While the argument made by the West
was & moral one, It felt like an interests:
driven one, becanse many of us Felt that It
was an argument from self-interest mas-
qucrading as a normative one.

Moral arguments — democracles versus
nosdemocricies, the sancity o ekl so
erelgnty, non-aggrossion., wnd adherence
istermational law — aren'l Inherontly undesima-
bl or useless. And yet, when the US and the
Wiest foreground such arguments, they ring
hodlow for several reasons, Glven the Wea's

lil'l'\l( l"u\lil !' 1Os1oP
ZA

ool oo th T aNenE Stiles,

While the new lnnguage of Intorest is more
aceess e and understandable for o lot of
non-Eurmpeans., there afe compeling per
spectives in ssch framing too, There are sev-
eral ways in which the question of interests
Is artieulated in the consext of the Ukralne
war, Europeans tend to frame It in security
serme; that Russla has invaded a country
mext o Europe and they could be next.
Another argument bs tat te Ukraine war (s
a Tunction of the Russian Imperial mindset.

s dde of Eurcpe, the war is framed dif-
Ferently = elther ns o manifesiation of great
puwer competition between the US and Rus-
sla of as Moseow's nuempl 1o [ eserve ts
aphere of infuence which It belleves has
been steadily shrinking. What b common
wmong all u!’lhcmln thit they wse mathanal
security or ntlonal Interests as the basis of
their framing.

Golng lorward, it Ia likely that the Weit
will continue 1o Toregraund the mational
secu ity nmmrnll!n illtll.llnulu with its

KEIR STARMER
%

If you look at the list of what we
haveal

ady dor
then I woulc
we've don
gover
the

[ STRAIGHTFORWARD |
Shashi Shekhar

»in 11 weeks,
cue strongly that

In the high voter turnout in

J&K polls,

o oerncy his novd (i first test (n the
Unlon territory {UT)ol Jumimn & Kash-
il where ebections are being held fnt
the fivst time since the sbrogati

a hope for peace

e riow adking I Rashid con cause o major
et i thi coming ol
Rasrldd s doing whatever hecan to upse the

Artiele 370, The 24 highly senslive. nmeI:‘ly
sets thae vosed in the frst phase of assembly
clections svw o tumiout of BLIM overall — the
Hilgghiesst by 35 yisers. L' oz this ol coitin:
s i lnmmmulmphumu well

e cart, el e oheed v on e iring liee of
every party, Omar his questionid how Hashid
oot Bl i1 haad Bewen taken o custocy undior
the stringert Unliwiul Activities (Prevention)
Act Qiwesticns are bl i ed as o how suchia
e crovedd wis allowead W congregate in Bar-

m«lmminihclhl phlx’]n kﬂullw.lb'

e peogpbe of Jusrn S Kashni ready 1o Iml\ﬂ
i e with thie st of Uhe conitry WAl these
ﬂm‘lln'lﬂ‘ﬂdlnﬂlhl[ulht ymmhmf\'ﬂl

lulenpdlu ] mﬂ(l.mlulaabmll the I(.llllnlr
Vadley b recipe for disaster. The puﬂh.i deved
opaments there alwad of lesth

nulladisric. A Walley,
barricades are put up lnd movement |3
restricted ot dusk. Rashic's poll relationship
il e vt - sl | also creatiing polit:
cal ripgles. His political ogiparents thi ke will
hedp Indepencdents win along with hiis candi-
dtes, b cawe i mocel arlses, thise independent
cnrlidates can go “wny which way”™, which s
(lll!l\'llilmll’j)illl‘lhl. P

the air, bt he s deliber-

iy o ghat

Omar Abdublal, the lender of Rational Con-
feremoe (NC), i unsll rocently Insksted thit be
willveod b conbesting th nssemibly chections s
i pamicipation woukl be soen os o sig of his
appeoval of the Centre’s action 1o remove the
sttt of Jami & Kashimie and o dhvide it
o two U However, mday he's contesting

ey g m:llnllmt I rickdlos. Like il werilor
1exert Al s
ingg the seeds Dlwnln‘lm Other gladiators in
theelectoral fray nre tocing the same line, This
terwhency is responsibie for the present misery in
Kashmir.,
Thie tendendy to remaln vigue his alfoeted
-n-ml mlnuumijmmulum tow, | Imvm:t

from twiescats, Those
o that Cvmanr s 1o chioios Dk o port] cipae
in the elections. Hixd he not contested, e

irmonrlrlngln L'ldhl ancther i Jummu, ine
different in ‘mn

b hase been alle 1o camvss for other NC
candiiales,

T WMo chon't stog here. Earlier, e NC
insilstond Uhat Bt wouscln't make Arsicle 370 0 poll
s, The s larsd was alnsed al securing an sl
ance with the Congress parly. As a national
party, Comgross was ieluctit 1o be cornered by
e Flvarstiyn ot Party (RIT om the mational
wtape for ndulging in sppensement palitios.

Cotstant ity hus Eoeced he Jocad
il dovible stindards.
& UT has a large number of rnwlu
s apoet sepanytist ks n ocal gl
o pght Balls, they L Murlm'rn lw bl
e units and l-umhl'\l\ For themy Imw

eleling '

e,

O naw Tas ;me |k cm

Ineriocut i fro

ruring 1'r||- change inthe Wmmmrl:l'lm
abaut the Ukralne wir gives Ind ia an impor
rant op partunity to begin o seres of conver-
sations with fts European partmers centred
an mtual interests, nothonal security consid-
erations, and shared threal pereeptions,

Fappyrmon Joacob feac fes India’s foreign pollcr
UL, el i the forinder af thi Couinil for
Srwtoghe and Defence Bresearch.

The views expresied are persewal

fior Jarveny & Knshalr and

the ressamtion af Article 370, This bas left the
Congressin n quancary,
The actions and o anso her com-

s, Bt i that e the coms, wiy did so nulU

el R up b vateevern in iose aroas by

aflecied Iymnu Ihn} m-qnmdm?’\u
il Al chenr that

nestant. Engglnoer Rashid, who hos emerged asa
significant politeal lorce in thi Valkey snce he
deefeatod Ormar Abdullah at the general eloc-

latlon Is fed up They
et socced by separatlsm anyman: but are
attraciod o a-wllopmm Hwnoi e and

toms, e alsoufinierct, Rahid,

W e thils hope.
nu"nmmu organised a rally In hl’u.umm-
ency follow g his rebense. Thecrowds prosent Shustd Sharkhr i eufbdor-be-chif, Misfuman.
ot e bate-nalght giehering surprised all. Poople The wews expressed ar e perunal

LU npsarlabard bargal ey, Combuien, Chenna (achin Gon

mmmmm»n o
e ————— 10, Eavnrh §
N “ mlbrmrnu MM Imllmml!
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In victory for Marxist Dissanayake, mood for change in Sri Lanka

SHUBHAJITROY
MEW DELHL SEFTEMBER 22

ANURAKUMARADi:

i ithe Mancist

lished umbent President
Ranil Wickremesinghe, who finished third
with just 17 per cent of the votes. Namal
Rajapaksa. son of former President Mahinda
won less than 3 per cont of votes.

Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna ([VP) party's

broader front, the National People’s Power
([NPPF), won the Sri Lankan presidential elec-
tions and is set to be sworn in on Monday.

Santosh]ha, the Indian High
Commissionerto Sri Lanka, be-
came the first ambassador to
meet the president-elect on
Sunday night. A post from the
official High Commission account an X said,
“Indlia.as Sri Lanka's civilisational twin is com-
mitted to further deepen ties for the prosper-
ity of the people of our two countries”

In these elections, Sri Lanka voted for an
outright anti-establishment candidate, re-
fecting the larger anger and frustration

voters,

A Marxist Member of Parliament from
Colombo, Dissanayake, 55, defeated estab-

Message from voters
The fact that the leftist [VP d

woere fighting for their survival.
5Sri Lankans on the streets could see
through the revolving door of the Sri Lankan
power cormidors, whene the political elite was
essentially playing musical chairs.
But the 2022 *Aragalya’ movemnent — the
word meaning "struggle” in Sinhalese —
i unseat Gotabaya. Dissanayake's

winner for the first time in S Lankan history
does not come as a surprise.

EXPLA'NED The signs were there for the last
GLOBAL

two and a half years.
‘When the country's eco-

nemicerisis prompted the col-
lapse of the Gotabaya Rajapaksa presidency,
the strects of Sri Lanka gave a clear call for
change.

People suffered amid inflation and long
gueues foressential commodities in July 2022,
anc tally ledto
fall. Butin his place came an experienced hand,
in the form of former Prime Minister Ranil
‘Wickremesinghe. He became the President
thanks to support from the Rajapaksas, who

VP played a crucial role in mobilising peo-
ple across the country. The party also thus
received significant traction, something it
lacked in the past.

‘When casting his vote, Dissanayake said

renewal — Re e The o

Task for New Delhi

However, some of Dissanayake's politics
and public statements pose a challenge to
India's interests. He has not supported the im-
plementation of the 1 3thamendment of the
5 Lankan Constitution, which devolves pow-
ers to the country’s Tamil minority and has
been a long-standing dcmand lmmlm:lla.

Hehasal

|||uu

WAl CTimes comimi
civil war between the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eclam (LTTE ) and Sri Lankan forces.
And, in recent manths, he has also spo-

tion of the pro-
China President Mohamed Muizzu was
diplomatically dealt with. s a result, the bwo
coumtries now have more stable relations.
An anti-establishment mood has been
sweeping across the subcontinent recently
— Imran Khan's Fakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) party won a massive number of seats
in Pakistan's lower house, challenging the
dominance ol the military establishment last
wear. In Bangladesh, student protests led to
thie fall of the Sheikh Hasina government af-
ter 16 years. Sri Lanka, too, is facing its anti-
i nt moment.

it marked "a step forward in our collective ken about Adani’s 450 MW wind
Journey wwa:ds anew era nlpmgw:ssand power project in S Lanka if elected, describ-

Ki Di I! ! ing the ag) as corrupt and skewed
renewal and renaissance is telling. For Sri mepmsnnsmemrzz.zmﬁeums against the country's interests,

Lankans, he is the ultimate anti-establish-
ment candidate, someone who has prom-
ised to fight against the political elite.

For India, he has been a relatively un-
known entity. Inrecent months, as Delhi read
the tea leaves, South Block reached out to
Dissanayake for a visit tm India in Febroany.

He met External Affairs Minister 5 Jaishankar
and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval,
among other senior officials. Jaishankar said
ina post on X that they had a “good disous-
sion” on bilateral tes.

For Mew Delhi, Dissanayabe —whiois per-
ceived to have pro-China leanings — is ex-
pected to challenge some of the past under-
standlr@ Some of those decisions mayl:c

to I, bt it has
bess manage its ties. It recently achicved this
with the Maldives, where a period of strain in

Dissanayake's major challenge will be
economic recovery. India’s prompt financial
and humanitarian help to the tune of $4 bil-
lion in 2022, when 5 Lanka faced its worst
economic crisis, has eamed it some good-
will. It also helped negotiate a deal with the
International Monetary Fund for loans. In
dealing with the new president, ndia's
record of helping its neighbour in a time of
crisisisexpected o come inhandy.

N34 SCIENCE |

EARTHMAY ONCEHAVEHAD ARING
COMPRISINGASTEROID DEBRIS: STUDY

THE RINGS of Saturn are perhaps the

Pro-farmer turn in edible oils

Easing of inflation pressures and upcoming elections in Maharashtra have led the Centre to hike import

at random, as we see in craters on the

muost stunning Features of the Solar
Systern. Earth may once have boasted
somet hing similar, a study published ear-
lier this month in the journal Earth and
Plametary Scence Letters found.

“The existence of such a ring, forming
around 466 million years ago and persist-
ing for a few tens of millions of years,

moon, Mars and Mercury,” Tomkins
wrote, "Soit's extremely unlikely that all
21 craters from this period would form
chose to the equator if they were unre-
lated to one another,” he said.

Agiant parasol
Aring over Earth's equatorwould have

duties and expedite MSP procurement of soyabean ,in what marks a pro-consumer to pro-farmer shift

INDIA'S EDIBLE OIL IMPORTS IN (lakh tonnes)

0il Year (Nov-Oct) | Palm® | Soyabean | Sunflower | Total**

and Brazil, while palm is from
Indonesia and Malaysia

BV Mehta, executive director of the Solent
Extractors’ Association of India, attributed the

could explain several puzzles inour  had a profound impact on the planct in 2017-18 8701 047 ¥ 2525 | 14517 I surgein sunflower oil imports largely to prices,
planet’s past,” Andrew Tomkins, a profes- — moneways than one. Crucally, the axial il 2018-19 9409 | 3094 '23 51 149,17 EE——— Innormal years, palmis the cheapest and
sor of planetary science at Monash  of Earth relative to the Sun would mean ' > e - sunflower the most expensive imported veg-
University in Australia, and the study’s  thatsuch aring would shade winter hemi- 2019-20 7217 | 3384 2519 131.75 I etable oil, with soyabean being in between,
lead author, wrote in The spheres of the planet, while - 2020-21 B121 | 28.66 18.94 131,32 I In April 2022, when the war in Ukraine dis-
Commversation. slightly inc i flux I i"\RI‘SH l}Ah‘")] JARAN 2021-22 7915 | 4171 ¥ 19.44 1407 E— rupted supplies, landed prices of imported

. N — amountof solarenergy e Jo T - sunflower oil skyrocketed to an average of
Astervid debris to reach Earth — to the THE LAST two weeks have scen the 2022-23 9789 | 3676 3001 | 16466 NN | 5155 per tonne — more than the $1909 of

Earth's ring would . summer hemi- Marendra Modi-led government take two 2022-23 (Nov-Aug) | B2.46 | 31.82 2546 | 130,75 I soyabean and the $1,79 of crude palm oil.

have been like the L spheres, This could important decisions to protect the interests 2023-24 (Nov-nug) | 7643 | 2715 T4 13471 E— But a year later, with the signing of the

rings seen today
around  Jupiter,
Saturn, MNeptune,
and  Uranus, It
formed when an as- %
teroid passed too close.
to Earth, was stretched
Ly its ravity tothe point it
breike dhowm into lots of small
and large pieces. These

accentuate winter
cooling while
slightly increasing
summer heating.
Overall scientiststhe-
orise that a ring would
" lead o glabal cooling by
effectively acting asa giant
parasal,
Interestingly. the period

pieces jostled around and  The ringwould have  in which the ring existed
gradually evolved intoa de-  been over Earth's Earth did witness dramatic
bris-laden ring orbiting  eguator NASL cooling. Around 460-465

Earth's equator.

However, over time the
material from the ring was pulled to-
wards Earth, once again courtesy gravity.
‘While most of the smaller pieces would
have beenburnt upinthe planct’s atmos-
phere, the larger pieces would have
formed impact craters on Earth surface,
close to the equator.

Itis these impact craters that led the
Monash scientists to discover the exis-
tence of a ring around Earth, Analysis of

million years ago, mean
temperatures in Earth

plummeted dramatically. By 445 million
years ago Earth was seeing the peak of
the Hirmantian loe Age, the coldest perod
inthe past half a billion years.

‘Was the ring responsible for this cool-

ing? Possibly. But more research is
needed to say for sure. “The next step in
our scientific sheuthing is to make math-
ematical models of how asteroids break
up and disperse, and how the resulting

21 crater si 488 mil-  ring evoly
lion a:m:l 443 ITlI|]:ID:I'I wears ago to the
Oreluovi the impact

all oecurred c]r.wi: ‘to the equator.
“Under normal ciroumstances, aster-
oids hitting Earth can hit at any Latitude,

time, This will set the

seene for climate modelling that explores
how much cooling could be imposed by
such a ring,” Tomkins wote,
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of vilseed farmers in India.

Om September 13, it hiked the basic cus-
o duty (BODonimported crude palm, soy-
abean, and sunflower oil from zero to 208, and
that on their refined oils from 12.5% to 3255,

The effective import duty increase for
crude oils is from 5.5% to 27.5% (after adding
a 5% agriculture infrastructure and develop-
maent cess” and a 102 ‘social welfare’ sur-
chargeon the BODwith the cess ). On refined
oils, which attract only the 103 surcharge on
the BCD, the imcrease ineffective import duty
B From 13.75% 0 35,750

This is the first time after October 13, 2021
that a BCD has been levied on crude palm,
soyabean and sunflower oil imports. The ef-
fective duty of 275% on them is the highest
since the 30.25% that prevailed il
Septembier 10, 2021, The 35.75% effective tar-
iff on the three refined oils is on par with that
until October 13, 2021. The BOD on the m was
also 32.5% kil that date.

Pro-consumer to pro-producer

Simply put, the Modi government has re-
stored the protection that domestic growers
have against imports to the levels of three
years ago. Since November 2020, it had
started cutting import duties in response to
soaring international prices.

ThrUnlmd Nations” Food and .ﬂgrlc\lltun:'
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Source: The Solveret Extroctars Associntion af i,

GLOBAL VEGETABLE OIL PRICES (Average $/tonne, CIF Indian ports)

IEmnesoysbaa'l ol
m Crude sunflower ol

T T
Mar-22  Sep-22

of Rs 4,892 per quintal.

The two decisions have helped the modal
[most-traded ) pricesin key wholesale mandis
such as Dewvas {MP) and Latur (Maharashtra)
recover from Rs 4.200-4.300 to 4,600-4,700
per quintal, closer to the MSF, in the last one
month, It comes even as the new crop's mar-
ket arrivals woukd take off from next month.

The raising of import duties and MSP pro-
curement approval for soyabean has been

BAr ils price indes base
wvalue: 2014—15-1.{]0]mhmn957p0|n:sm
Aurgust 2020 toa peak of 2518 points in March
2022, past Russia’s invasion of Ulaine. Global
prices have cased since, with the index read-
ingat I}Gpumﬁ lnr}hgustZDH.

This haslec 1 partly

by both economic and political
considerations. Farmers have sown 19332
lakh hectares {Ih) area under oilseeds this
kharif{monsoon)season, as against 19037 [h
in 2023, Soyabean acreage alone has ex-
panded from 123,85 Ih to a record 12501 Th,
That,c with benign global prices and

shift grars from an overly pro-consume~ to a
more pro-producer tarff policy. The raisingof
import duties has been i with asec-

annual consumer price inflation for edible
oils at minus 0.86% in ng\m has pruv]dnd

mic case for the M

ond decision, zarier this month, to permit the
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Kamataka and
Telangana governments to procure soyabean
atthe Centre's minimum support price(MSP)

pro-producer tum.

The political motivation is Maharashtra
Assemibly polls, schedubed later this year: The
state is India's second largest soyabean

T
Mar-23
Source: The Sobvent Extrociors' Assoclarion of fndia.

T T T T T T
Sep-23  Mar2d Aug-24

grower, with its farmers planting 50.361h of
area, next only to MP's 53,48 1h. A bumper
harvest-triggered price crash wouldn't help
the ruling alliance’s clection prospects.

The sunflower surge

India's edible oilimports hitan all-time-
high of 16.5 million tonnes {mt) in the year
ended October 2023, Imports during the first
10 months of this oil year, at 13.5 mt, were
3.6% lower compared to the 14 mt for
Movemnber-August 2022-23,

‘What's interesting, however, is the rise in
crude sunflower oil imports, At 3.1 me, it has
already crossed the 3 mt for the whole of
2022-23. Sunflower has alsoemerged as the
country's second largest imported oil after
palm, while relegating st he third
spot (see Tabde ).

The 3.1 mit of sunflovwer oil imports dur-
ing Novernber-August 2023-24 were mainly
from Russia (1.5 mt), Romania (0.6 mt),
Ulkraine (0.5 mt) and Argentina (0.4 mt).
Imports of soyabean oil are primarily from

UN-I thkﬁ:IEd Elal:k Sea Grain ]niriatiw:
ves-
sels from thlEL‘ designated Ukrainian ports,
sunflower oil was available at an average of
SL036 pertonne, less than sovabean ($1,049)
and even palmi($1,039), Since February 2023,
ail has b ing he

Tow soyabean, its immiediate compmtr.lrand
occasionally palm as well {see Chart ).

The southern states have an estimated
T share of Inclia's sunflower ofl market, fol-
Jowed by Maharashtral 10-15%). The bigim-
porters and sellers of refined sunflower oil
include Gemini Edibles & Fats [ Freedom'
brand), Adani Wilmar (‘Fortune’),
Kaleesuwari Refinery Pyt Ltd ("Gold
Winner'), M K Agrotech {"Sunpure’) and
Lohiya Industries (‘Gold Drop'L

Soyabean oil is predominanthy consumed
inthe Morth and East (along with locally-pro-
duced mustard ), and also in the West (with
sunflowerand indi and cot-
tonseed oil ). Palm oil is used bess for cooking
and frying in homes and more in restaurants,
sweet shops, bakeries and industries from
snack foods, bread and biscuits to noodles,

Domestic versus Imports

India’s 16.5 mt imports of edible oil in
2022-23 far exceeded its production of
about 10.3 mt from domestically grown
oilseeds and other sources — including 4 mt
of mustard, 1.9 mt of

12 mtof cottonseed, 1.1 mtof rice bran, and
1 mt of groundnut oil.

The increase in duties is likely o further
slowy dowmimports, restricting it tobelow 16
mt in the current oil year.

“0Our edible oil consumption is rising by
roughly one mt every year. This year, thanks
o agood monsoon and the government’s ef-
forts to ensure better prices to farmers, do-
mestic production itself should be 1 mt
higher and can meet the incremental de-
mand,” Mehta pointed out.

Why Azerbaijan’s new climate fund may not be enoughto plug finance gap

Paris Agn however, mandates that

AMITABH SINHA this amount must be increased after 2025
NE'W DELHL SEPTEMBER 22 and every five years thereafter.

The new fund proposed by Azerbaijan,

AZERBAIAN, THE hosst of this year's climate
«change confierence, COP29, has proposed to
launch a new climate fund for developing
‘countries. The fund can be financed through
*voluntary” contributions from fossil-fuel
producing countries and companies, ac-
cording to.

Azerbaijan’s proposal comes at a time
‘when negotiation on a climate finance
agreement is struggling to make progress.
Finalising this finance agreement is the
main agenda before COP29, which is sched-
uileed b0 run from Novemniber 11 to 22 in Bakw
Theagreement is supposed toinchede ade-
cision on the amount of money that devel-
‘oped countries must hcaslw:d mlalsclmhc

though well-intentioned, is unlikely to
make a substantial difference to the avail-
ability of climate finance for developing
countries.

Anagreement on finance

Negotiations on the agreement have
beenongoing for months. The idea is not to
just replace the $100 billion figure with a
higher amount but to finalise a more com-
prehensive agreement that would bring
clarity and transparency to financial flows
for climate action.

Currently, there are strong differences
over even definitions of climate finance,
Ehupr:ndcr Yadav, India’s Union Minister

post-2025 period o help -
tries I'ghlrllmm: change. The rich and in-
dustrialised countries are currently under
an ohligation to mobilise at least $100 bil-
lion annually for developing countries. The

for Er . Forest and Climate
Changc.saidla:tvm:kﬂut to achieve the
goal of tackling climate change, an exact
definition of climate finance — and what it
should entail — must be arrived at.

dw'blr{mntllg and innovative account-
ing, and say that the actual amount of
mioney fowing in for climate acti

purt. The issupposed to the finan The for

ensure amaore healthy balanee. domor base is, therefore, wsed mainly tocon-
The most |mpummelemcmofthr fi- Expanding the donor base tinue to evade responsibilities under the in-

nance ag| 1t however. i Manywunlnrswhlmwrmm thelow-  ternational climate frameswark.

mificantly lower than the claims made by
developed countries,

The other complaint relates to the neg-
lect of adaptation activities. Most of the oi-
mate finance flows are directed at mitiga-
tion projects, the ones that
Iead to emissions reductions,
This is because mitigation
brings global dmdcnds..’\ny

CLIMATE

the lu:wquannunddlmam finance, over
and above the $100 billion figure. Several
assessments have shown that the money
required for climate action now runs into
trillions of dollars every year. The revised
amount — known as the New
‘Cumudative Quantitative Goal
on finance | NCOQG) — must re-

emission reducti
in the warld benefits thl.'L‘l'I—

tire planet. On the other hand, adaptation
has local benefits, Donor coundries are less
inclined to invest in projects that only ben-
efit the recipients. Developing countries
have been demanding that adaptation
should receive at least 50% of climate fi-
mance, much more than the less than 206
that has gone into it so far. Even this amount
has reduced in absolute terms in the last
oouple of years, acconding toa 2023 UN re-

flect this changrdrl:ﬂlrty

Several developing coun-
tries, |n|:|ud|r:g India, have
made formal proposals on the NOQG
amount. The figures are mostly between 51
trillion and §15 trillion anmually — about 15%
ofthe combined GDPof the OECD countries,
most of which are part of the group that are
obligated to provide climate finance. But

ar Tme group
sibility for providing climate finance was
assigned through provisions of the UN
Framework Comention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC)in the early 1990s, have now
emerged as large economics with high in-
comes. Developed countries argue these
countries too must be asked to contribute.
For instance, China, today the workd's sec-
and-largest economy, South Korea, and the
oil-rich Gulf nations such as Saudi Arabia
and CQlatar do not have any financing obli-
Eations under the UNFCOC

The demand for expanding the donor
base is notwithoutmerit, but itisa separate
discussion. Moreover, the developed coun-
tries have never mcrltmmbllytluns.mhcr

countries, which fai $100
billion targets can hardly be expected to
agree tosuch a large amount. As a result, lie-
the I e on i

K L]

relating tions or finance.
They did not meet their $1040 billion com-
mitments any year —a figure they thad pro-
posed without army needs as-

Merhaljan‘s fund

to be ﬁnanccd byull and gas producing
countries, and corporations, but in avalun-
tary manner. This has raised questions over
the amount of money it can attract as cven
funds to which countries are obligated to

T
For instance, the Loss and Damage Fund —
created at COP27 in Egypt. in 2022, after
years of negotiation — has so far received
pledges of just $600-700 million,
Azerbaijan's fund, evenif created, would
not have the same status, It has not come
through negotiations but at the initiative of
a host country. Primarily, it is an effort to-
wards making the COP outcomes mare
meaty, and keaving a legacy, much like sim-
|Iar|n|l|alm by previous COP presidencies
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The perception of justice

Itis asimportant as justice itself. Transparency in conduct and reticence in public engagement,
especially with centres of elected power, are expected of unelected constitutional institutions

I'HE SIDEBAR
By ] SA1 DEEPAK

CONTEMPORARY DEMOCRACIES, ACROSS
Jurisdictions, appear to be caught in a cross-
fire between individuals, with very little
thowght being spared for the long-term im-
pact of myopic scorched-earth politics on
publicdiscourse, policy and health of the in-
stlrullans which undergird tJu: cdlﬁl:rodoun—
nit mew, nor is the pitting against each other
and propping up of individuals at the ex-
penscods&uﬂ; The explosion of electronic
oy social medi; the last
25 years has witnessed a bell curve of sorts in
the quality of public discourse, which is per-
haps past its peak. At this pointin the curve,
the assumption that the q.ullry nfpublll: dis-
[ isdirecthy ional
*political awareness" may not hold water, If
anything, it appears to be inversely related,
and this could be significantly owing to con-
flation of prmmaliry obsession with “polit-
ical awareness”, and the simultaneous de-
wvaluation of an i issue-| -hased applual:h Tlus
processis
prime time “debates™,

I will desist from making the sweeping
statement that individual-centric public dis-
course
would be positively untroe, That said, Twill
certainky make the statement that the sheer
explosion of platforms and the cumulative
noise they generate have made it extremely
difficult, if not impossible, for the average con-
sumerof information todistinguish between
personalities and principles. From there on,

ia, increased cynicism

i longone. i

of affairs continues, the road ahead seems
bleak for the prospect of a sane discussion on
amy subject of serious public interest, or crit-
ically global interest, such as climate change,

Motwithstanding the glohal scale of the
“information pandemic”, the solution may
lie in setting our respective national houses
in order, starting with restoring respect for
institutional boundariesin accordance with

stitutions, It, therefore, also falls upon them
o holbd themselves to higher standards, both
in upmm amd optics, The underying fond

C Sometimes, com-
plex problems are the product of abandon-
ment of first principles and, therefore, the
muast doable solution worth attempting is to
return to the hasics, The question that then
arises is who must take the lead in showing
the way. The media is an amorphous entity
and cannot be expected to Icad the way in
dialing d» e noise, gi Tupa-
tion with a breathless news cycle and the
need to stay ahwad to stay afloat. Political
stakeholders oscillate with “market forces”
and are, more often than not, beings of in-
centive and disincentive,

It is precisely for this reason that un-
elected and independent constitutional in-
stitwtions were concefved of in the first place
— bo restore sanity and faith when the scales
scem to tip towards herdism and cynicism,

v rheyam cor i be
ithi eisto

heaahd

out political interference. It is for this reason
that they are often looked up to as watchdogs,
to protect the letter and spirit of national con-

that ill follow suit, inchud-

ing the political class and the fourth estate,
Asmuch as democracy is meant to give
effect o the will of the people, the role of a
constitution is to capture their collective
conscience and wisdom, and assign the
role of their enforcement to, irenically but
not without reason, unelected constitu-
tional organs which are expected to rise
above partisan pulls. The wielding of such
power by an unelected constitutional or-
gan comes with great responsibility and
calls for balance since it cannot be capri-
cious by turning a blind eve to the will of
the people, nor can it succumb to the whim
of the people. When unelected constitu-
tional organs display greater commitment
to probity and quality, they inspire greater
confidence in the public, which, in turn,
gives such institutions greater moral au-
thority to hold power accountable with
public support. In this regard, the example
of the formidable TN Seshan in his stint as
the Chief Election Commissioner would
not be out of place, for he truly showcased

C R Sasdmar

the respc that office
within the li

the Constitution. It was one of those rare
instances where the individual com-
manded grudging respect, and not merely
because of the office he held. If anything,
he added value to it and left fairly large
shoes to fill for his successors-in-office.

lifeand
EXperience, tand

. . . . reticence in public engagement, especiall
Tt is precisely for this reason withe L i e n(pI::hcdas;

that unelected and
independent constitutional
institutions were conceived of
in the first place — o restore
sanity and faith when the
scales seem to tp towards
herdism and cynicism. The
very reason they are
constitutionally bestowed
with institutional
independence is to be able to
discharge thi ntial duty
without political interference.

WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“US military strategists
particularly under the incre
of hundreds of nuclear

bt to take a cautious stance toward China,
ngly assertive President X]Jmpu\g. I(‘.Jkn.-.c-..wm

ial military

spending warrant concern.”

pons, large population and

—THE WASHINGTON POST

Rahul’s period
of reckoning

After 2024 election, Opposition has the
perception advantage. It would do
well not to get complacent

i)

SANJEEV SRIVASTAVA

RAHUL GANDHI 15 once again in the eye
of a storm. His comments on the issue of
reservation, about Sikhs being insecure in
India and his meeting with known India
critic, US Congresswoman llhan Omar,
during his recent three-day LS visit, have
predictably set many off. The BJP and a
section of the media went into overdrive
to target him again as an erratic and im-
mature politician who not just maligns
the country’s image but also has no

beginning of the end for the MDA a case of
premature wish fulfilment? Nobody
lknows the answer, but this is probably a
good time to examine the issues being
raised by Rahul Gandhi to take on the B|P.

The caste census seems to be one of the
Opposition's main planks. And the govern-
ment's clumsy response makes many be-
lieve that this pitting of Mandal against
Kamandal can be BJf's Achilles” heel.
However, if it was so straightforward, then
what explains the Opposition's poor show-
ing in Bihar, seen by mary as the ultimate
citadel of caste politics? Clearly, the caste-
backed NDA coalition in the state {with
Mitish Kumar, Chirag Paswan, Jitan Ram
Manjhi and the forwards supporting the
BJP) proved to be more patent.

Also, evenas it constantly discusses so-
cial justice and caste, the Oppaosition should
not completely let go of the aspirational
young and the middle class — many of

qualms abour with “anti-
India” forces on foreign soil.

Congress quite justifiably argues that
the BJP and its Fnlm]dable echn system

1the art of

]L‘cnw:]y cherry-picking Rahul Gandhi's
statements. But that's been the case for
over 10years now, yielding them unprece-
dented political dividends. So one cannot,

BP and Congress

al use for tt

haw: oonsequcntly been left o lend for
This refrain

tiomn of wealth alsn has its pitfalls. Framing
politics as a zero-sum game can seem
rhwetorically attractive inthe heat of anelec-
toral battle, bast it is fraught with dangers.
The goal should be to lift the largest seg-

ounter-produc-

from paolitical faultthe mcnrofpop ulation out utpcwerry not
BJP fior its tactics. The question is: When the rich poor.

will Rahul Gandhi sCOrNg If-  ubtra-left thi

goals? As Leader of Of and the  tivei aspirational country. Having

principal anti-Modi voice in the country,

pltl:lu:d his tent further to the left of

e cannot simply shrug hit 5 and
meave on, & has been his preferred mode.
He has to accept that politics is also very
much about perception.

And there is no one in his country, per-
haps in the whole democratic world, who
should know this better th.m him. The kind
of concerted c;
probrium he has faced in the last :Iu:ades
has few parallels in political history.

The fact that he survived this relentless
onslaught is as much a tribute to his
strength of character and courage of con-
viction as the fact that he is, as he'd be

ialism, Rahual Gandhi h
risk of alienating those who would prefer
that the country remainson a centrist pitch.

Rahul Gandhi's descriptionof the B|Pvs
Congress contest as a clash of wo contrast-
ingideas of India also puts a sharp ideolog-
ical focus on the issue. The importance of
the idea of India cannot be overstated, But
in a hard-nosed and pragmatic anakysis of
the 2024 elections, one did not find the idea
of India being a decisive and top-of-the-
mind ssue among voters. Many people did
talk about the shrill campaign around
Musl]rnsand disapproved of it, but one saw

happyto arinnu.i-dw I po-

pirical evidence of them changing

litical dynast wh
has stood solidly behind him, L‘ﬂ:n whm
it plunged to hitherto unthinkable depths
in two consecutive national elections.
But the constant ridioule of the past has
given way toa degree of respect and admi-
ration fior Rahul Gandhi post the June 2024
election outcome. Also, there isa near-unan-
imous acceptance of his new stature; that
his isthe most vocal, committed and uma-
\mrh\gmi:ular'nnagah\ﬂ‘nmidmsmidr—

constitutional | Drgans to pn:smw thr reahry

notillusion, of

BJPand the RSS.
l\s thie BIP and its posverful spin factory
ensured that focus remained on the more

their voting . Rahul Gandhi and
the Opposition need to remain true bo their
idea of India, but they need to also be re-
spectful of Hindu beliefs and sensibilities,
a5 the average Indian s no textbook iberal.

The attack-on-the-Constitution line cer-
tainly worked. Most of all, it found reso-
nance on the issue of reservation, and dur-
ing election travels, one did get a sense of
growing disquiet among people regarding
thee BJF's position on this issue. A mix of ar-
rogance and misuse of agencies ani
tutions to browbeat the Opposition
(Maharashtra), centralised ticket distribu-

ic. After all, per- aspectsof Rahul Gandhi'sUS  tion with litthe care and respect for state
ception of justice is as imp as justice it- trip. i i ons i leaders ibilities(Utar Pradesh
self,if not mare, lsn'tthat the standard ShriRam “darnikal gayva"(people afraid) d anti-incum-

held Himself to? And shouldn't that be one of
the attributes of the aspirational Ram Rajya®

Thewriter isa commercial and
mnmrunmal’&r@l!ﬂr»ﬂuplm asa

and the 56-inch chest getting shrivelled, got
drowned in the din. That's the power of
apenda and narrative setting. The sooner
Rahul Gandhi realises this, the better it will
b fior him and thL‘Oppﬂsltlﬂn cause,

bency best explains the 2024 outcome,
Buoyed bythmrown pcﬂormam:c and

the BP's reverses inthe

ticns, Rahul Gandhi and the Oppnslnm a]-

liance look to beina pmmng spaceright

counsel before the Supreme Ci the
High Court of Delhi, the NCLAT and the CCland
muthorofindia that is Bharat: Coloniality,
Civilisation, Constitution and India, Bharat

i 2 itui of
aSandwiched Civilisation

A grand GST bargain

Extend compensation cess to get states to bring petroleum products underit

ADITI NAYAR

DURING THE FIRST five years of GST, there
Was a provision to compensate states for a
loss of revenue, if any, againsta 14
per cent growth over their *protected” rev-
enues in 2015- 16, The source of this compen-
saticm given to states was a cess that the
o

sation loan, amounting to Rs 2.7 trillion, by
January 2026, two months prior to the ces-
sation of the compensation period in
March. As per our estimates, a surplus of
around Rs 480 billion is likely to be left af-
ter repayment of the back-to-back compen-
sation loans (Rs. 2.7 trillion) as well as the

il guud;l'hnsl:umpcnsanum__

tially levied for a five year period.

Iy, its levy was till

March 2026, to service the loans raised dur-

ing the Covid years for providing GST com-
pensation to the states,

During July 2017 i March 2023, the gov-

interest on th {Rs0,5trillion), This
iz slightly higher than -
timate of Bs 400 billion,

Cess, as defined in the Constitution of
India, can be imposed only for a specific pur-
pose and is outside the divisible pool of re-
sources between the Centre and the states.

The hould also accept that
the governing coalition has a comfortable
majority and looks stabbe and secure for
now, pending unforeseen dramatic
changes in the coalition arithmetic. So, is
the Opposition's new-found confidence an
accL of
on the ground? Or is the growing chatter
(in the anti-BJP bloc) about this being the

now, But they (1o

that on the other side are masters of re-
alpalitik and consummate 24x7 politicians
who will stop at nothing to snatch back
whatever perception advantage the
bk i g

The writer is o senior journatist and
political commentmor

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LIMITING RIGHTS

THISREFERS TO the editorial, Reject'([E,
September 21 ). PM Narendra Modi-led
NDA government's Cabinet decision is
not merely executive — it reflects a po-
litical vision whu:h could impact federal-

2026, the for that mb:- In gur view, the finance
identified and a constitutional amendment may not be
maya]sobemded appmpmatrforﬂlanngsuchaocs;

The discontil if the So far, petroleum, oils, and lubricants

cess (without replacement by another

rn‘foess]wnul:limpiy that the effective tax

ods (such

ascigarettes, SUVs, panmasala and tobacco

items) would decline significantly. This ap-
Iy 35 th

(POL) products remain outside the GST net.
One rationale for bringing them within the
ambit of GST is to enable businesses to
claim input tax credit on the same, which
would help reduce costs and make them
maore ¢ it

would want to tax these goods at high rates
todiscourage their mnsumpmn, sugyesnng

ism in the Constitution,
Justification fior ONOE in the name of sav-
ing costs and removing MCC barrier to
development sans evidence seems ke
jpolitical chicanery. The same govern-
ment in the electoral bond case argued
before the Supreme Court that citizens
have no right to know the source of po-
litical Tllnding.ONDE subwerts the will of

Further, given th rates acnss

states, the N:tall scllmg prices of i items such

y tyingit to the election cy-

great electoral reform by the Modi gov-
emment despite the loopholes pointed
out by constitutional experts. ONOE is
not a panacea for electoral malpractices.
We must take an honest stand on this
crucial issue,

At Thalre, Nagour

TREAD LIGHTLY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Dividing
water'(IE, Septermber 201 The landmark
Inchus Water Treaty (IWT| which has sur-
vived India-Pakistan wars and diplo-
matic tensions over the past 64 years,
finuds itself in danger today:. India has re-
cently served a notice seeking a review

lossof trust with

cle,irrespes

that the
bclt inanother form and wnh another name,
isfor the cess

into a new cess, for exam-

ernment transferred Rs 8.8 trillionto 28 Looking ahead, the original purps f intro- i
states as GST compensation grants (Rs &1 ductionof GST IO CESS i o Ir:
trillion) and loans (Rs 2.7 ml]nun,l Mearly  relevant, and the cess period had been ex-

rwo-thirds of this total cor 1was of back-

accounted for by 10 large states —
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Gujarat, Punjab,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, West
Bengal, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.
Motably, the percentage of GST

to-hack koans to the states during 2020-21 and
2021-22, which is to be completed soon,

In its September meeting, the GST
Council recommended the formation of a
Groupof future of the

tionwithin each state’s revenue receipts var-
ied substantially, with a higher dependence
seen in states such as Punjab.

I the 54th GST Council meeting held in
September, the government announced its
decision to repay the entire GST compen-

compensation cess hrynn:l March 31, 2026,
and how the surplus balance under the GST
compensation fund would be used. If the
council decides to continue the levy the com-
pensation cess (by whatever name it may
deem fit) on specified items beyond March

ple, agreen cess. The proceeds of this can be
used to finance green infra projects and the
energy transition requirements given that
the government's contribution and inter-
wentions will be critical for transition in key
sectors in order to achieve India’s climate
goals by 20030,

The council would need to consider the
proportion in which such a cess would be

“enitre and th

as petrol invar
ous parts of the country. This flexibility in
taxation on POL products enjoyed by the

states affords them a lingering mnd:rum u[

nEnt.

LR Murmu, New Deffi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Reject'{[E,

fiscal autonomy, which

had whittled away. Bringing POL pmducts
under the GST will certainly further com-
press the states” autonomy.

To convince the states to bring POL
products under the GST regime, a grand
bargain would be needed. Perhaps, the cess
proceeds could be used for compensating
the state governments for losses, ifany, due
to this it

emments to helpthem meet their ransition
commitments. Additionally, the horizontal
devolution amongst the states would need

The writer is chief economist,
head — Research & Owtreach, ICRA

r 21} In a parli
demncracy elections are held m asscn
the people’s voice. When pcuplc lose

ation of the treaty in view of
“fundamental and unforeseen changes
incirumstances that requine areassess-
ment of ohligations”, Pakistan, which
red-flagged its water crisis during a UN
Security Council meeting in February
this year, is banking on the Permanent
Coart of Arbitration to resolve the dis-

confidence in their repr they
have every right to replace that MP or
MLA Midterm elections are essential to
give renewed political mandate to the

pute. River

Considering theirmutual reliance on this
precious natural resource, the two na-
tions must realise that the TS survwa]

political parties, A federal en-

sl ing

sures that citizens of a particular state
have complete freedom in deciding their
government. ONOE is being towted as a

Every effort must be made hokmp
the IWT alive and relevant.
Kholean Das, Kolkaro
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

QUAD’S LIGHT TOUCH

Ithas avoided being branded as 'Asian Nato”. Smallness of its
agenda does not mean its achievemnents are inconsequential

(DSTING HIS LAST summit of the Quad that brings together leaders of
Australia, India, Japan, and the LIS, President joe Biden said he is impressed
by the newr things the forum finds to doeach time they meet. Mzeting the.
sinth time in less than four years in Biden's hometown of Wilmington,
Delaware, lthuad showeased awide range a(ayl:m\cnl: from curing cervical cancer
»-Paific to the creation
of an air logistics network in the region and laying the foundation for cooperation in bio
technology and quantum computing: Sceptics, howeser, will say the multiple Quad initia-
tives announced at each summit are small beer. Friendly critics in the US and elsewhere
want the (uad to become a more coherent and tight-knit organisation with a permanent
secretariat and greater foous on nulnarycuupﬂanm todeal W|ﬂ| the principal strategic
c inthelndo-Pacific — the increasi Itwas India’s
reluctanoe i jioin military alli aminformal forum for Indo-Pacific
cooperation that has shaped the expansive evolution of the Quad in the last four years,
The smallness of the agenda does not mean that achievements of the Quad are inconse-
q.u:nl:lal Infocusingon thcpuu\«wnnufpi:icgnds in Ilthﬂo-?anﬁr.ﬂlchd has avoided
ok ‘|a=uu_ i " an e of the at had node-
A i i inst China. Over the Last four years, the Quad
has become more acceptabile to the once sceptical ASEAN that now apprediates the Quad's
light touch on security. For ndia, wludmd\cmly nun-al]y"olm:uﬁmﬂ\c forum, the Cuad
15 amd it Asian alli
TheCu inst China. That
dioes not mean that deterring Chi cpansionismis naton the minds of the Quad part-
ners. The S is developing more ex plicit military instruments such as the AUKLUS, deepertri-
lateral security cooperation with South Korea and Japan, and lending military support for
the Philippines that is at the receiving end of Chinese aggressiveness on the disputed fron-
tiers. India and the US have steadily increased the mnge and depth adlhmr mlllrary coop-
eration inthe last few years
aperation, they have created mud iti ¥ ti ian
emphasis on i "and thel i ugh“mil-
itary alliances™, Finally, there is an entrenched Indian perception that the Quad and the bi-
lateral strategic partnership with the US have complicated Delhi's ties with Begjing. But the
sophistication of the Quad's approach, individual and collective, towards China, may be
opening more diplomatic space for engagement with Being. Reportedly, Biden told his
Quad partners inWilmington that China's leader Xi inping is “looking tobuy himself some:
diplomatic space” inorder “to foc ok iC eODNMMIC 1 minimise the tur-
bulence inChina™. There will be se art Modi

to bersacurity, joint port

i upan expansi {aof

once again, that st direc

parating the(

nities for Pris ini: !
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‘WORDLY WISE
PART OF DIPLOMACY IS TO OPEN DIFFERENT
DEFINITIONS OF SELF-INTEREST.
— HILLARY CLINTON

In our defence

Joint Commanders’ Conference isawelcome step.
A comprehensive review of the military is imperative

C UbpAY BHASKAR

DEFEMCE MINISTER RAJNATH Singh should
be commended for instituting a Joint
Commanders’ Conference (JOC) that brings
together all the top commanders of the
Indian military for extended deliberations
on matters pertaining to national security.
Presiding ower the maiden conference in
Lucknow on September 5, Rajnath Singh
highlighted the fact that *India is a peace-
loving nation and the Armed Forces need to
be prepared for war in order to preserve
peace.” This exhortation is par for the course
and underlines the raison d'etre of the mil-
itary — to prepare for war.

The JCC is chaired by the Defence
Minister and will complement the
Combined Commanders’ Conference (CCC)
that is presided over by the Prime Minister.
Until recenthy, the OCC was an anmual event
and the Defence Minister addressed the
commanders only for one session, The pri-
mary focus was on higher-level global, re-
gional and strategic matters dealt with by
‘the Prime Minister. Since PM Marendra Modi
assumed office in 2014, the CCC has been
transformed with a visible degree of politi-
cal overhang, It is instructive that the 2023
(CCC was held in Bhopal, where the vabedic-
tory session was held inan international con-
vention centre and ot at a military venue.

The fact that the CCC was held in May
and that Madhya Pradesh went to elections
in November could not be ignored —
venue had huge posters of PM Modi,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and then-
CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan. This was a case
of drawing the military into the electoral

and itwas avoidable. There was
no CCC convened in 2019, 2020 and 2022,
and while the Covid pandemic may have
beenareasonin the first two years, the 2022
void is inexplicable. The fact that PM Modi
spends more time with the top police offi-
cers of the country than with the military
cor has not gone wiced,

tiest this propostion when he nuns into President XDon the margins of many multilateral fo-
rums, inchuding the East Asia Summit, the BRICS and G-20.

WHAT MANIPUR NEEDS

Continuing with a discredited CM and then disempowering him
cannot be way forward. Centre must call an all-party meeting

AST WEEK, SPEAKING at a press conference marking 100 days of the thind

termof the NOA government, Linion Home Minister Amit Shah emphasised

omn the need for dialogue between communities and for drawing up a

“roadmap lur making all kinds of efforts™ in Manipur to bring under control

the 16 th: « ion. Amd yet, asviolenc inthe state ear-

lier this month, among the many failures in governance has been adeepening deadlock

between the state administration and the Unified Command of security forces, setupin

May 2023 and headed by Kuldiep Singh, a retired IPS officer and Security Advisor to Chief

Minister M Biren Singh. Now, as a report in this paper has revealed, the tussle betwean the

(CNTs office and the Unified Command has further strai dIready flailing security ap-

paratus, with government functionaries daiming that the CM has been rendered “com-
pletely powerless”,

From the MNaga-Kukd clash of 1992 to the Meitei-Pangal conflict in 1993 to the Kuki-
Paiteh 1997, ethnicconflict. apart of the region’ swmplmhlshm'ytlcd
upin fraught questions of allocation of land, reservation, ac:
tunities, But that the CM failed to learn from the past and push for dialogue over lmlian—
sation in the early days of the conflict between Kukis and Meiteis showed a refusal tw see
the crisis for what it really is — a call for development and non-partisan administration. [
brought toa standstill the work of politics, of 1 listening, negotiating and heal-
ing, paving the way for the mobilisation of ethnic differencesinto hargaiming chips throwgh
acts of vickence. But the current breakdown in the chain of command where the Security
Advisor does not report to the CM also sh i irhtedness that leitmo-
tif of this tragedy. With mmpLalnrs agam security forces of partisanship and inexpedi-
ency, itisnotonlyint alsosecurityat the bor-
ders that is imperilled. The suspension of the Free Movernent Regime between Manipur
and Myanmar and the proposal to fence the 1,500 hn border nnmﬂthstandmg. ﬂ\c state

y to India's Act East Policy. It
within the gowernment and between its political, admlm!ﬁnw:and sccurty\-\nru;.

Ay sofution in Manipur will have tobegin with ade-escalation of tension and dialogoe
between communities. Continuing with a discredited Ch and then disempowering him,
however, is the worst way toachieve this. Instead, achi i

|eadershipand anall-

Thus, the JOC is a weloome forum for the
political leadership, in this case, the Defence
Minister, to meet with the military com-
manders and review profiessional matters in
an informed and unhurried manner. The
‘theme of the inawgural JOC Transforming the
Armed Forces' hias been a Modi priority since

The last comprehensive
review of the military was
done in 2018 when the
Standing Committee on
Defence cautioned that a
modern armed force should
have one-third of its
equipment in the vintage
category, one-third in the
current category and one-
third in the state-of-the-art
category. The report noted
that the Indian Army had
68 per cent of its equipment
in the first, 24 per cent in
the second, and 8 per cent in
the third. The Commiteee
found that adequate
attention has been lacking
with respect to both policy
and budget for modernising
the ageing arsenal.

2014, Various major policy initiatives have
been launched to this effect — the appoint-
ment of a CDS [ Chief of Defence Staff) being
one of them, However, appointing a retired
three-star officer to this postin 2 four-star
ra and ed
an undesirable precedent. Political prefer-
ences trumped institutional norms.

Anobjective review of the kind of trans-
formation that has taken place over the last
dl:ta.d.e[MDdl 1 0 and 2.0} mayorfcl some

o the Indian military, cvil-
military relations, and the long-tenm conse-
quences of the institwtional transmutation.
Cumulatively, these will be the issues that
the next CCC{JCC would have to grapple
with to safeguard national security.

PM bodi came to office in 2014 pledg-
ing to redress the shortcomings in the na-
tional security edifice and improve the wel-
fare of military personnel, His track record
over the last decade is mixed. To his credit,
he took the decision to award the long pend-
ing One Rank, One Pension (OROP) proposal
and thowgh it has some strands that need to
be resolved, it has been implemented.

gory, one-third in the current category and
‘one-third in the state-of-the-art category.
The report noted that the Indian Army had
68 per cent of its equipment in the first, 24
percentin the second, and 8 per cent in the
third. The Committee found that adequate
attention has been lacking with respect to
both policy and budget for modernising the
ageing arsenal

The Naw and the Alr Fultr.'a.malsograp—
pling tfall in major The
Air Force, which is authorised 42 fighter
squadrons, is down to 32; while the Navy is
‘operating its aircraft carriers with below-
‘optimum fighter aircraft and grappling with
‘other platform deficiencies. Capital expen-
diture funds are shrinking. for the rupee has
declined invalue over the last decade. it was
pegged to the US dollar at Rs 6233 in 2014
and is now hovering at 8347 This reduces
the buying capacity from foreign suppliers.
It is a major isswe that rarely finds mention
in any conference. The standard refrain is
that all is well with the Indian fmj and that
it will deliver when required — as it did in
Kargjl in 1998,

Concurrently, PM Maodi has hi
theindigenisation imperative under the “aat-
manirbharata” banner and the restructuring
of defence PSUs, encouraging the private sec-
tor with an emphasis on MSMEs and en-

Manpower ¢ persist
andin 2023, ﬂmguurmnrnlmn:d therewas
anoverall deficiency of around 1.55 lakh per-
sonnel within the three armed forces with
the Army accounting for the maximum —

abling academia to under b pro-
ects are all commendable steps. However,
their gestation period is long, progress is of-
tenunevenand the results will not be appar-
ent in the near future, In essence, India will
remain dependent on imported military in-
ventory in the main — thereby diluting its
quest for strategic autonomy.

The material state of the military re-
mains opaque and the thumbnail sum-
mary is that all three armed forces are in
dire need of modernisation and acquisition
to make up for large gaps in the inventory.
Thisissue is often ghossed over and merits
candid internal review. Did the JCC address
this elephant?

The last comprehensive review of the
military was done in 2018 when the
Standing Committee on Defence cautioned
thata modern armed force should have one-
third of its equipment in the vintage cate-

1361akh es. The hastihyir

Agnipath scheme has aggravated the induc-
tion pattern and it is understood that amacoro
review of this scheme is on the anvil.

It is expected that the PM will address
the CCC in the course of the year and hope-
fully, the compasite inventory profile of the
military will be reviewed objectively. It
‘would be desirable to institute a template
‘wherein each armed force submits the
material and HR status to a parliamentary
committee annually,

The Galwan setback of 2020 and the
surge in cross-border terrorism ought to
serve as a reminder that peace on the bor-
‘ders cannot be taken for granted, Being pre-
pared forwar in.a credible manner isimper-
ative and mere optics will not suffice.

The writer is director, Society for
Policy Studies, New Delhi

THE ART OF MAKING PEACE

Itrequires a fine combination of inner calm and outer dynamism

INTODAY'S WORLD, where conflict and ag-
gression seem to dominate headlines, the
voices for peace and non-violence must be
heard loud and clear.

Conflicts arise when there is a break-
down of communication. Whenever there
isa conflict, itindicates a certain chasm be-
tween communities or between nations.
When warring leaders take a unilateral
view and become rigid and arrogant, dif-
ferences only escalate. Talk to any of the
warring parties, and they will convince you
that they are right.

There are usually two sides toa dvil con-
flict and no matter who strikes first, even-
tually, both sides are wounded. Conflict
arises in the first place because both sides
stick to their stand, and yet, to resolve the is-
sue, both need to rise above and look at the
larger picture as well as see things from the
otherside, This iswhydialogue isan impor-
tant tool in resolving conflict.

People who take to viclent means due

party meeting to discuss the way forward is urgently needed.

Freeze FRAME EP Unny
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o of injustice can be engaged in di-
alogue if approached the right way. From
their perspective, they are fighting for a
cause out of rightecusness. In a way, their
passion, commitment and the s pirit of sac-
rifice are commendable. We often find that

GURUDEV SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR

World peace can't come by
making high-level policies
alone. World peace stems
from right where we are. It is
peacetul individuals who
make a peaceful world. But
being peaceful isn't enough,
VOu must also be skillful to
mediate peace successfully. A
mediator must work
without bias and shouldn't
attempt to push the parties
to accept a preset solution.

people who talk about inner peace are
complacent. They are resigned from the re-
alities of the world. That peace has no value
and that dynamism, which has no thought
or sensitivity, which is full of agitation and
has brought pain to oneself and others, has
no value either. We require a fine combi-

the person cutting the cake will go to great
lengths to ensure the cake is divided
‘equalty, and the person choosing will not
feel cheated either.

Usually, people come with their prob-
lems but they do not think about the solu-
tions, and that perpetuates the problem. So

nationof inner peace and outer dy
We require people who are centred in the
face of conflict to be able to resolve thern.
World peace can't come by making
high-level policies alone. World peace
stems from right where we are. It is peace-
ful individuals who make a peaceful world.
But being peaceful isn't enough, you
must also be skillful to mediate peace suc-
cessfully. A mediator must work without
hbias and shouldn't atternipt to push the par-
ties to accept a preset solution. Say, there
is a conflict in front of you; the dispute is
about the egual division of a cake. As a me-
diator, you will tend to divide it into equal
halves and give to both parties. But when-
ewver you do this, there is a chance that
someone might blame you for being hiased
or not making an equal division. Instead,
what I suggest is that one party divides the
cake and the other party chooses which
half it would like to have. In this situation,

dovthat, | ome to
me with what they think the solution
should be. For conflict resolution, media-
tors don't need courage as much as they
need communication skills. The mediator
should listen to the parties without an iota
of bias, assure them that he or she is there
for their welfare and try to give them a
broader vision.

Turbulence is a part of this world,
‘whereas making peace is the nature of our
spirit. [f with a strong resolve and skill, we
are able to remain centred and in peace,
then that peace begins to calm down the
turbulence around us as well. On this
International Day of Peace, letus resolve to
be established in the peace inside us and
be dynamic in our actions to bring it to the
‘world outside.

Thewriteris a spiritual leader and fornder
af The Art of Living Foundotion

SEPTEMBER 23,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

PoLLs IN DECEMBER

MRS INDIRA GANDHI has decided to go in
for the Lok Sabha elections in the second
half of December, according to sources in
the government. An announcement dis-
solving the present Lok Sabha and setting
inmaotion the electoral process is likely to
be made some time in October. The
Election Commission, which needs merely
42 days to go through its pre-glection for-
malities, will be given enough time to make
the arrangements.

AKALIFCENTRE TALKS
THE REHABILITATION OF the Nihang chief,
Baba Santa Singh, appears to be the main

issue to be setthed in the secret negotiations
between the government and some senior
Akali leaders on the Golden Temple issue.
Baba Santa Singh was excommunicated by
the five Sikh high priests for starting a “kar
seva” of the Akal Takht. Efforts are being
made to resolve this prickly issue.

UNDER REVIEW

ANDHRA PRADESH CHIEF Minister M T
Rama Rao said that all decisions taken by
the Bhaskara Rao regime, including the
restoration of the retirement age of gov-
ernment employees to 58, “shall be re-
viewed by the cabinet.” Talking to news-
men, he described the decisions taken
during the brief period when he was out of

powver, as “cheap gimmicks™. He was par-
ticularly sore over the reversal of his
regime’s decision, which had reduced the
retirement age from 58 to 55,

INDO-CHINA DISCUSSION

(CHINA AND INDIA made progress in their
fifth round of border talks, which ended in
Beijing, but they stopped short of examining
«claims for disputed Himalayan areas, an
Indian spokesman said. The two countries
narrowved differences over the guiding prin-
ciples for an eventual solution. A “substan-
tive discussion of the boundary question”
‘will be possible in the next round, the offi-
cial spokesman said. Diplomats had not ex-
pected much progress in the week-long talks.
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Is the spike in
India’s trade
deficit a worry?
What are the sectors in which exports

have dropped? Is there any significant
risk at this point?

Vikas Dhoot

The story so far:

Frer a positive start to goods exports in
A the first quarter of 2024-25, there has

b Blip in momentam, Outbousnd
shipmient values shrank L5% in July to an
elght-manth low, and the contraction deepensd
00 BL3% dn August. This has coincided with a
record import bill which hit $64.4 billion in
Mangust, and translated intoe a merchandise trade
dehicit of $29.7 billion, the second highest after
the record $29.9 billion gap in October 2023

‘What has triggered the wider trade deficii?
While exports have shrank in the past two
months, imports have not < they grew 7.5% over
laast Jualy el 3.3% in Avggust, This lifeed the
deficit to a ninemonth peak of $23.5 billion in
July amel that gap widened by around $6.2 billion
last month, On the exports front, 18 of India's
vop 30 segments recorded growth in July and 19
i Auggust, but the bigticket sectors like
petrodeum, and gems and jewellery, have tanked
significantly, 0fl exports were down 22.2% in
July amd 376% in August, while jewellery exports
T dropped well over 20% in both months, In
August, growth also slowed significantly in
sectors like drags and pharmaceuticals, and the
emerging export growth engine of recent times,
electronic goods, With the Chinese economy
showing, some seggments Hke stone, plister,
corment, and iron
are, ilso retreated,
Interestingly, as oll
prices declined
about §6 a barrel
i Aangust, India’s
ofl import bill
dropped by almost
a third 1o $11
billieon, bringing
the petrolewm
deficit o threeyear low, QuantEco Research
economists painted oat in a note,

"The widening of the merchandise trade
deficit was predominantly led by gems and
Jewellery, along with a minoe impact from
miscellaneous products and electronic tems,"
they said. While gems and jewellery exports
slipped below $2 billion, India’s gold imports
more than doubled in August toan all-time high
of $10.1 billion. This is in sharp contrast w a
107% drop in goldd imports in July and the range
of &3 billion3.4 billion seen since April. Top
erache officials attributed this surge tw the
reduction in gold import duty from 15% wo 6%
announced in the Budget, the recent rise in gold
prbces, and domestic jewellery players stocking
up for the festive season, Economists believe the
Tull impact of the duty cuts announced on gold
and other ftems will continue o play out,
weighing on the import bill in coming months,

As Inddia ks growing
faster than the world,
its demand for gobal
products is bound to
outpace the world's
demand for its exponts,

Could wider trade deficits pose a risk?
There is no significant risk to the economy at
this point. As Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal has emphasksed, India is growing fster
than the world, so ts demand for global
products is bound o outpace the workd's
demand for its exports, “The deficit should not
e a matter of concern for a developing
economy with high growth and to the extent
there are no foreign exchange issues, it should
ot ratter,” hie asserted this week, Forelgn
capital inflows have stayed positive in recent
months, and India's foreign exchange reserves
had reached a record high of $675 billion as of
Mugust 2, which the Finance Ministry reckoned
last monith to be sufficient to cover 1.6 months
of bmports. That cover may be a tad lower if
fmports continue o hover over $60 billion in
coming months, but services exports, reckoned
w0 have risen over 10% between April and
August, provide some comfort,

‘What about foreign trade in goods?
Glabal trace is expected to grow faster in 2024
than 202, but for now, demand remadns tepld
in maost developed markets, The festering
geopolitical risks and conflicts asice, the
upcoming election in the LS, and its ariff hikes
an Chinese goods even as Beijing grapples with a
faltering domestic econamy, presents i@
double-edged sword for players ke India. While
China's demand for imports slip, it has more
reason to dump its products in nonULS, markets
at throwaway prices. Moreover, this interplay of
downward pressures is expected to keep ol
prices low, urting India's oil export hopes, even
as concerns about overall global demand
ienpulses have increased. Beyond the short
verm, the road ahead for India's trade - the
government adms toscabe up services and goods
exports to a trilion dollars each by 2000 - is not
likely to be smooth, There are challenges to
boosting the export growth engine, Chief
Eeonomic Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran said,
with the global economy slowing down, tariifs
and non-tardil barriers proliferating with
countries adopting “active industrial policies™
since the pandemic, and new trade walls such as
the European Union's Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechandsm and Deforestation Rules
coming into play. There could be o year or two
that offer the chance to ramp up exports, bui all
i all, it's going to be o hard time, he concluded,

oM

K

Why was Hezbollah attacked through pagers?

How do these low-tech gadgets work? Why was Hezbollah using them? What s the scare for
future conflicts? Why is it helieved that Israel is responsible? How is the lowstech gadger blicz
redrawing the contours of the Iseackran conflict?

John Xavier
The story so far:

o September 17, at least nine persons
wiere killed and several thousands
injured, including ran's emaoy to

Belrut, when pagers used by the
armed group Hedbollah detomated
simmultaneously across Lebanon, The Lebanese
Infrmation Minister Ziad Makary condemmed
the attack as an “lseneli ageression”. A day after
the pager blasts, wallde-talkies used by the
Hezbollah also blew up, killing nearly two dosen
and injuring over 450 people,

Why are tensions high in the region?
The low-tech gadget amtacks have come at a time
when tensions between lsrael and Iran-backed
Hezbaollah are esealating. The duo have been
exchanging fire across the lsrael-Lebanon
horder since the start of the Gaza war in
October, This operation could very well start
new phase in the prolonged regional conflict.
CETV footage and Instagram posts of blasts in
rnltiple parts of Lebanon surprised Hesbollah
s twao of ts Aghters and an Byear-old girl were
lellbeel. Thee milicant growp vewed to retaliate
against Israel for the blasts, The simultaneous
explosions occurred largely in southern
Lebanon, a Heghollah stronghold, [sael's
military has declined to comment. But the
Digrest surprise lies in the weapon used by the
perpetrator. The devioes behind the serfal blasis
were low-tech gadpgets - pagers.

What are pagers and how do they work?
Pagers, often called beepers, are communication
devices that emerged in the mid 20th century,
Their presence was eclipsed by eellular phones
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Covert attack: A man holds o walkle-talkoe, during the funeral of persens
Killed during the explesion of pagers across Lebancn, on September 18, ape

that grew in popularity in the 1950s and 2000s.
Subsequently, the diown of smartphones pushed
pagers into the shadows, But the humble,
patlmesized device has its strengths,

Paggers operate using radio signals, which are
transmiited by towers and recehed by the
device. They function as either one-way or
two-way systims. One-way pgers receive
messages from a central transmitter but cannet
send replies. That means a user can receive
numeric or alphanumeric messages, which the
divice aleres them through a beep or vibeaton.
I twoewary system, the pagens ane eapable of
handling communication in both directions,
Users can receive and respond to messages,
which make them slightly more advanced, but
these are stll limited in functionality compared
oy modern smartphones,

Pagers rely on a network of radio towers that
brondeast signals over a wide area. In many
cases, they are more reliable than mobile
phones in certain conditions because their
communication system operates over simple,
robust radio waves, often penetrating areas
where cell coverage might be weak. Despite
thelr technologleal obsoleseence In matnstream
use, pagers are still valued in healtheare,
emergency services, and remote locathons
where cellular networks are unreliable, Their
simplicity ensures they are more enengy-ethicient
and less prone to network outages.

How are they useful in covert operations?
Pagers are relatively unsophisticated compared
o srartphones or other modern gadgets, which
make them less susceptible o high-ech
surveillance techniques. They don't have GPS or
internet connectivity, reducing the risk of
loention teacking and hacking. Inteligence
mgenches rely heavily on diglhal footprings, but
pagers are harder to monbor remaotely,

Secondly, pagers use radio frequencies, which
make it harder for interception compared to
cellular or internet-based communication
divices, This feature makes them ideal for
sending short, encrypted, oF coded messiges in
sensitive situations, With oneway pagers, the
risk of being detected is lower since the device
does not transmit a response, making it difficuly
for intelligence agencies or adversaries to trace
the origin or bocation of the message.

Thirdly, their simplicity plays a key role on
b they ean be manipulated, which could be a
likely reasen why it was used in the Hezbollah
attack, Pagers can be modified o include
clrcuits that trigger a signal when a specific
massage is received, These modifications are
used in covert operations to activate explosives
or send alerts without eaising immediate

suspicion, "The belief among Hexbollah was that
thedr phone systems, cell phones, were
compromised by the lsraelis,” Bruce Schieier,
Adjunet Lecturer of Publie Poliey at Harvard
Kennisdy School, sald in The Intevface podeast
interview. “To matntain security, they used
abder wechnology like pagers, thinking they
weren't as vulnerable,”

“The Israclis preyed on that belief and
manipulated the pagers. They could have just
wavesdropped, but they used them for
destructive purposes instead,” he wld The
Hindu. Speaking about low-tech gadigets, Mr.
Schneder sadd: "I not the vintage tech that
matters - it just happened to be vintage becawse
Hezbollah wanted it. The tampering could have
been done with any technelogy.”

Will pagers be anew tool in armed conilict?
Their small size and cutdated look make pagers
am ideal device to send short, encrypted texts
that can't be picked up by intelligence agencies,
While srae] has declined to comment on both
the pager and the walkie-talkie blasts, it is chear
whi eould hve pulled off such an operation.

A Reuters report revealed that the pagers in
the explosion bore Gold Apollo's branding,
‘While the Tabwan-based company has denied
making the pagers used in the blasts in Lebanon,
the company’s founder, Hsu ChingKuang,
clurified that the deviees were manufactured by
4 Europein fem leensed o use thetr brand.
Gold Apollo insises it was not responsible for the
proshuct and expressed embarrassment over the
incident, Heshaollah reportedly ordered
thousands of pagers, which they believed could
help evade Israell tracking systems.

Experts are hypothesising myriad ways by
which this k could have been planned and
executed, But there is nothing conclusive yet, It
is unclear whether the devices were bugged at
the manufacturing level or at the supply chain
leveel, Mr. Schneier noted that “the Israchs were
able to set up a front company, selling pagers to
Hezhallih, and those pagers were ereated in
Tabwan and modified by the seaelis o have
explosives in them.”

How could the attack have been pulled off ?
Mr. Schnweder pointed out that these pagers may
have been interce pred and modified by lseeli
engineers, The modiication could have invelved
acdding explosives, specifically PETN (a chemical
explosive), to the pagers, Since reports suggest
that the Israelis controlled the sale throwgh their
front company, they would have hid full access
to tamper with the devices in a lab before
delivering them to Hesbollah, In sddition o
pagers, it's bellevid that lsrael used a simdlar
method with walkbe-talldes, intercepting them
amd configuring them for remote detonation,

The entire operation was a sophisticated
supply chain mandpulation, leveraging lsrael's
comtrol over the saile and distribution of the
devices to Hedbollah,

What is the Nipah protocol in Kerala?

How did the State respond after a fresh

in Malappuram? How does the deadly zoonotic

virus spread? What are the restrictions that need to be followed once a patient is diagnosed? Who
are at risk of contracting the virus? Why is the September death a cause for concern?

Abdul Lutheef Naha

The story so far:
o September 14, a fresh Nipah scare
erupted in Malappuram, the largest
populated distriet of Kerala, when
24-year-old man who died at MES

Medical College Hospital, Perinthalmanna, on
Seprember 9 was found positive for the deadly
virus, The health authorities in the State
remained silent on that day as they waited for
the final test results from the National Institute
of Vieclogy (NIV), Pune, But they were alrmest
certain ahout the final results after the St
virlogy laboratory st the Government Medical
College, Kozhilode, fagged the test positive,

What followed the positive test?

The health department adopted the Nipah
protocol by forming 16 eommittees as specified
in the standard operating procedure for Nipah
and started kdentifying the people who had
come in close contact with the victim after he
started showing symptoms about 10 days ago,
O Septembier 15, Kerala's Minister for Health
Veena Geonge, bused on the test result from NIV,
Pume, declared that the man, who was a student
in Bengaluru, had died of Nipah, a deadly
aponotic virus that causes o range of serious

The Latest
Nipah
Incldents
have
oceurred
within two
months in
the
Malappuram
dlistrict

Quick to spread: The patlent suffering from Nipah infection being shifbed 1o a
Nipah [solatkon ward In Kozhikode Medical College an July 20, smTiss

Hllnesses from respiratory infection o faial
encephalits, With officiil confirmation,
restrictions on social movement were imposed
and face masks were made mandatory in public
places in Malappuram district.

This is the seeond Nipah death in the
Malappuram disteber in less than two months,
On July 21, a Meyear-old boy from Chemrassery
died of Nipah at the Government Medical
College Hospital, Koehikode, Although it had
triggered alarm and government-dmposed
restrictions, the focus shifted when the
neighbouring Wiyanad disteiet witnessed
Kerala's worst lindslide on July 30, The Nipah
cases of July 21 and September 9 were hardly 10
km apart in a highly populated district, While
the schoolboy was presumed to have contracted
thie virus after he ate a hog plam, it is not clear
how the Bengaluru student was infected,

What is the case history of Nipah in the State?
This was the sketh Nipah virus spillover in Kerala
sinee 2008, when the State reported its first case,
As many as 22 people in Kerala have died of
Mipah so far. While the first outbreak clidmed 17
lives in Keehikode and Malappuream, the second
tnebdent at Pazhur in Kozhilode claimed only
one life in 2021 Another outhreak that took
place in Kozhikode in August 2023 claimed two
lives, The latest Nipah incidents within two
manths in Malappuram have sent an ominous
message that Kipah could be here to stay.

Why was there a delay to ldentily the virus?
The 24-year-old man had reached home from
Bengaluru in the last week of August, He visited
several clinics after he developed a fever and
had difficulty walking on September 5. He was
admitbed to MES Medical College on September
B with sympioms of meningits or encephalitis,
where he died on the morning of September 5.
A denibt that arose in the doctor who examined
the 24-year-old man at this private medical
college led him to contact the District Medical
Otficer and send the body fluid sample for an
examination to the Kozhikode virology lab.

How did the government respond?
The government, particularly the health

department and the district administration, was
quick to respond by declaring five chvic wards in
the adjoining grama panchayats of Tinavali and
Mampad as containment zones. Schools,
mmiclrasis, coaching and tuition centres, and
anganwadis in the reglon were closed. Clnema
halls too were shui. Shops were allowed to open
from 10 a.m. to 7 pom, only. Social gatherings
were banned, Masks were made mandatory in
the district, especially for students and teachers
on campuses. The health department prepared
a route map of the Nipabs vietim, teaced 267
persons who hid come in contaet with him, and
paut them in quarantine. Several of them,
particularly his parents, close friends and the
doctors and nurses who took care of him at the
hospital, were closely monitored, Their serum
wits collected and tested at the virology lab. So
Far all results have been negative, As many as 30
of the victim's classmates in Bengaluru too were
advised to self-quarantine.

The gevernment also opened a Nipah control
room at Malappuram and started closely
momitoring the developments. Senior health
officers led by health department director K.,
Reena have been eamping at Malappuram,
Health workers fn 66 teams have undertaken a
fekd survey within a three kilometre radius from
the victim's house in Tiruvali panchayat and
reached out to 7,053 houses within four days, As
many as 175 cases of fever were reported during
thie surveey, and they were put under
survelllance. The health department also
reached out to nearly 300 persons with
peychological support.

Where did Nipah come from?

Barts are considered to be the carriers of the
Nipah virus. The primary pathways of
teansrission from bats o peopbe are through
contamination of frults caten by bats with
subsequent consumption by humans, The virus
can also be transmitted through contaminated
food or directly from buman-to-luman through
close contact with people’s secretbons and
exeretions. Healtheare workers, friends and
Family membsers of an infecied person are at
high risk of contracting the virus,

It s unclear where the 24-year-old Nipah
victim contracted the virus, Experts hine been
divided on attributing the virus exclusively to
hats. Following the outbreak of 2018, there was a
drive to destroy bat colordes, but in vain. The
definitive connection between Nipah and bats is
yet to be ascertained in Kerala,
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n the summer of 2018,

appointments of 10 advisers of

Aam Aadmi Party (AAF)

ministers of Delhi were
cancelled based on an advice by the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs. But a
fuming Manish Sisodia, then Education
Minister, focused only on one name:
Atishi Marlena.

“This orders’ actual intention is to
remaove the adviser to Education
Minister, Atishi Marlena... Their target
is Atishi Marlena. She is that woman
whao is working to take the Delhi
government's education to new
heights. She has studied from the
Oxford University, but works as the
adviser at a salary of one rupee,” Mr.
Sisodia, who is considered to be
number 2 in the AAP, said while
addressing a press conference.

Back then, she was not one of the
prominent faces of the AAP

Fast six years. Ms. Afishi,
now the Education Minister, while
addressing a gathering, breaks down
and stops to drink a sip of water.
“Delhi's education revolution’s
founder Manish Sisodia, who was
arrested in a false case and jailed for I7
maonths, got bail woday... Today, truth
has won.”

At this time, Ms. Atishi held about 12
portiolios in the Delhi government —
the highest at the time by any Minister
and was considered to run the Delhi
government with both Mr. Sisodia and
party chief Arvind Kejriwal in jail.

The two events also, to an extent,
explain Ms. Atishi’s meteoric rise from
a backroom person in the AAP
government to the party’s choice for
the Chief Minister's post.

Party insiders say she is "extremely
hard working” and "loyal”, and it is
because of the trust Mr. Kejriwal has
on her that Ms. Atishi, a first-time MLA
and Minister, was picked as the CM
over multiple founding members.

But it did not come easy.

Oxford to AAP

Born to Tripta Wahi and Vijay Singh,
both professors, Ms. Atishi did her
schooling from Springdales School in
MNew Delhi and went on to study

From the backroom to the top

Atishi Marlena

The educationalist has staunchly remained loyal to the leadership during the AAPs ups and downs and enjoys the the trust of party supremo Arvind Kejriwal, which many
believe paved the way for her rise as Chief Minister of Delhi

history at §t. Stephen’s College. She
pursued her Master’s on a Chevening
scholarship at the Ouxford University. A
few years later she earmned her second
Master’s from Oxford as a Rhodes
Scholar in Edvcational Research.

After coming back to India, she
tawght at a school for a while and then
she spent several years in a village
Madhya Pradesh, engaging in organic
farming and progressive education
systems, She joined the AAP in 2013
and played a crucial rode in shaping the
party's policies, including as a key
member of the 2013 Manifesto Drafting
Committee of the AAP.

Later that year, the AAP came to
power in Delhi, but it was only for 49
days. Ms. Atishi continued to work
behind the scenes. In 2015, the AAT
won the Assembly election and came
back to power in Delhi.

"She started off with the party in
2013 by spending 25% of her time for
the AAP. That was the deal she had,
But after the 49-day government fell,
she started spending more time with
the party. But with the historic
mandate that we got in 2015, Arvind ji
and others asked her join full time and
she did,” an AAP insider said.

But shortly, a spat ensued between
founding members Prashant Bhushan,
Yogendra Yadav versus party chief Mr.
Kejriwal. Ms. Atishi, who was
considered to be cose to the former
camp, was removed as a spokesperson
of the party.

It was under these circumstances
that she picked a side.

She wrote an email to Mr. Bhushan
and Mr. Yadav and said that though she
would continue to hold both of them
in the highest regard, their paths could
not be commaon any more. Within
days, both the founding members
were expelled from the party. And in
July 2015, she was appointed as the
adviser to the Education Minister.

Sporting a kurta and dupatta and a
small sling bag, she worked behind
many of the Delhi government's
education programmes, including
“mission buniyaad” (to enhance
students’ foundational literacy and
numeracy skills) and happiness
curriculum,

The AAP started allocating 22235 of

the annual Budget for education and
made education a cornerstone of what
wais later coined as the ‘Delhi model of
governance’ or the ‘Arvind Kejriwal
muodel of governance’.

After she was removed as adviser in
2018, she was announced as the AAPs
Fast Delhi candidate for the 2009 Lok
Sabha election. This also marked the
beginning of Ms. Atishi's
transformation as a politician.

Ahead of the election campaign, she
dropped her surname “Marlena® from
Twitter and the party also started
using only “Atishi’ in official
communication. She had been given

ILLLISTRATION: R. RAJESH

the name Marlena, referring to Marx
and Lenin, by her parents. This was
apparently in response to a BJP
campaign to label her as a Christian,

She also attended a Kshatriya
community event that referred to her
as "Atishi Singh'. Closer to the election,
Mr. Sisodia even tweeted that she was
a ‘Rajputani’ and her full name was
‘Atishi Singh'.

She lost the election, but later won
the Delhi Assembly election from
Kalkaji in south Delhi, in 2020.

Owver the years, the AAPs electoral
politics crystallised into a promise of
the “Kejriwal model of governance’,

which is a slew of welfare measures
and pro-people policies, peppered
with Hinduwtva and nationalism.

Ms. Atishi, like many others, toed
the party line.

1In 2022, when communal clashes
happened in Delhi's [ahangirpuri, the
AAT, including Ms. Atishi, blamed
Rohingyas and ladeshi

THE GIST
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Atishi joined the AR in 2013
and played a crucial rale in
shaping the party's policies,
incliding &3 a key menmber of
the 2003 Manifesto Drafting
Commitbes of the AP

Later that year, when Mr. Kejriwal
demanded that the Indian currency
notes should have images of Hindu
pgods Lakshmi and Ganesh as it will
help improve the economy, Ms. Atishi
defended the AAP supremo.

Minister Atishi

When Mr. Sisodia was arrested in the
Delhi excise policy case in March 2023,
Ms. Atishi’s role further expanded in
the party. She was soon inducted into
the Cabinet and she formed the front
line of defence of the party along with
Saurabh Bharadwsj.

When Mr. Kejriwal was also arrested
in the same case in March this year,
Ms. Atishi took the reins from him and
ran the government, even though he
continued to be the Chief Minister. Ms.
Atishi is a member of the party's
political affairs committes (PAC), the
highest decision making body.

Twao days after Mr. Kejriwal was
granted bail by the Supreme Court on
September 13, he announced that he
would step down as CM as he wants to
face ‘Agni Pariksha’ in the public’s
court and would sit in the CM's seat
only after they elect him again.

In reality, Mr. Kejriwal's bail
conditions limit his powers as CM to
certain extent, and a fully empowered
Chief Minister could mobilise a welfare
crescendo ahead of the election, due
in February 2025. Also, the BIP has
been relentlessly trying to paint the
AAP and its chief as corrupt with three
of its top leaders being arrested in the
Delhi excise policy case.

In that moment of need, Mr.
Kejriwal wanted a safe choice with an
unblemished record — in short, Ms.
Atishi.

Far the time being, Ms. Atishi has
ot exactly what the AAP supremo was
looking for — umwavering faith and
boyalty. But the big question is, will Ms.
Atishi continue to remain so?
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When a spat ensued between
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Prashant Bhushan, Yagendra
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Aishi, like marny ethers, toed
the party line

The Russians are coming

Pokrovsk

With the Russian troops making gains in the battlefield in the east, Ukraine seeks to hurt Russia
with drone and missile strikes

Stanly Johny

Three’s not a crowd

Jill Stein

While the contest is between the Democratic and Republican parties, the Green Party candidate’s

strong antiwar position is having an impact among sections of American voters
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he Russians turned
T to Pokrovsk, the
eastern Ukrainian
city with a pre-war popula
tion of about 70,000, after
they captured Avdiivka in
February this year. Pok-
rovsk is part of Donetsk,
one of the four Ukrainian
oblasts which Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin an-
nexed in 2022 (Luhansk,
Khersom and Zaporizhzhia
are the others). Since Fe-
bruary, Russian troops
have slowly advanced
wards Pokrovsk, building
pressure on Ukraine's de-
fensive lines. Mow, with the
Russians a few kilometres
away, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy says
the sitwation is “difficult™.
The city is home to.a key
railway station, built in the
19th century, and is located
at the intersection of sever-
al vital roads that connect
central Ukraine with the
east. Pokrovsk  grew
arvund the railway station
and emerged as a producer
of coking coal, a lifeline of
Ukraine's pre-war econo-
my, and a vital logistical
hub.

During  the Second
World war, the city saw
some of the fercest battles.
The Germans, who took
the city in October 1941,
forcibly moved many resi-
dents to Nazi labour camps
elsewhere in Europe. Pok-
rovsk also witnessed the
massacre of local Jewish
people by the Nazis, The ci-

o

by

ty was liberated in Septem-
ber 1942 by the Soviet Red
Army.

In 2014, after Russia-
backed rebels in Ukraine’s
east captured parts of Do-
netsk, including Donetsk
il the  administrative
capital of the province,
Pokrovsk’s profile grew in
the  Ukraine-controlled
parts of the province. After
the Russians took Bakhmut
last year and Avdiivka ear-
lier this year, their focus
shifted towards two stra-

tegically important cities in
Donetsk — Pokrovsk and

Chasiv Yar, a hilltop town.

The Russians took parts
of Chasiv Yar in July after
months of complex and
costly operations, and they
kept pounding the city and
disrupting Ukraine's sup-
plies using drones and ar-
tillery. But the axis where
they made swift advances
in recent weeks was to-
wards Pokrovsk.

In the first week of Au-
gust, however, Ukraine did
something unexpected. Its
troops carried out a daunt-

a selyd?ue"

ing crossbhorder  attack,

capturing  territories  in
Russia’s Kursk region. The
incursion was a setback to
Mr. Putin as it was the first
major cross-border attack
into mainland Russia since
the Second World War, Uk-
raine had a more pressing
objective - to divert Rus-
sian troops from their cam-
paign for Pokrowsk. The
tactical thinking behind
the Kursk incursion was
that if the Russians are
forced to relocate their
troops from the Pokrovsk
axis to Kursk, Russia's ad-
vance in the east would be
slowed down. But what
happened was exactly the
Opposite.

Territorial gains

Russia did actually rein-
force its Kursk defence,
which seemed to have halt-
ed Ukraine's advance in
the region. But instead of
pulling troops from the
Pokrovsk axis, Russia dou-
bled down on the offen-
sive. On the other side, Uk-
raine’s decision to move

some of its welltrained | Privali Prakash

forces to Kursk seemed o

have weakened the already he UA! two-party
crumbling defences in the T system has a third
east. As a result, Russia challenger — the

made lightning advances
towards Pokrovsk in Au-
gust. This forced Ukraine
to redeploy some of its
troops back to the defence
of Pokrovsk. But Russian
troops are moving from
the north and south, which
some military analysts say
is an attempt to envelop
the city.

If the Russians take Pok-
rovsk, that would seriously
affect Ukraine's resupply
lines in the east. The de-
fence of other strategic
toowns, including  Chasiv
Yar, will further be in peril.
This would mean that Rus-
sia would be a step closer
towards meeting one of Mr.
Putin’s military objectives
~ taking full control of the
Donbas region. It will also
bring the Russians close to
Ukraine's deep rear.

But Ukrainians say they
are ready to dig in and hurt
the Russians as much as
possible before they take
the city. Ukraine is also hit-
ting deep inside Russia us-
ing drones. And they are
seeking permission from
the U5, to hit Russia using
western longrange mis-
siles. Outmumbered, out-
pgunned and faced with
backto-back setbacks on
the battlefield, Ukraine
seeks to keep up the pres-
sure on the Russians
through long-range attacks
with NATO's help.

Green Party’s presidential
candidate Jill Stein. Alth-
ough the Green Party is un-
likely to win the election,
the support of Republican
candidate Donald Trump
and Demaocratic candidate
Kamala Harris for lsrael's
war on Gaza has given Ms.
Stein’s campaign some un-
expected momentum in
the race to the White
House.

This is Ms. Stein's third
attempt in a U8, presiden-
tial race — she previously
contested the elections in
2012 and 2016, where she
polled 0.36% and LOT% of
popular votes, respective

Ecology is one of the
four pillars of the Green
Party's core politics, and
Ms. Stein has had a long as-
sociation  with  environ-
mental conservation and
health. As a Harvard-grad-
uated physician, Ms. Stein
first focused on environ-
mental degradation and its
impact on human health in
the 1990s. She led the agi-
mation to clean up the
‘Filthy Five" coal plants in
Massachusetts - Salem
Harbor, Brayton Point,
Mount Tom, Canal Station,
and Mystic Generating Sta-
tion — which were emitting
more pollution than the le-
vels permitted under the
Clean Air Act, 1990,

Israel's war on Gaza has

emerged as an important
issue in the presidential
race, and Ms. Stein has
openly advocated putting
an end to her country's
supply of arms to lIsrael.
Her anti-war stance oppos-
es that of the Democratic
candidate Ms. Harris, who
is currently the Vice Presi-
dent of the administration
that continues to supply
arms to Israel, and former
President Trump, who has
called himself ‘a protector
of Israel’.

Ms. Stein has publicly
referred to Israel’s war on
Gaza as a "genocide”, and
recently said the pager at-
tack in Lebanon was an act
of “terrorism™. In a state-
ment issued alongside her
running mate Butch Ware,
Ms. Stein included U8,
leaders Joe Biden, Kamala
Harris, Donald Trump, Ba-
rack Obama, Hillary Clin-
ton, George W, Bush, and
Dick Cheney in a list of
“war criminals™,

"We condemn Benja-
min Netanyahu in the
strongest terms for his on-

poing atrocities in Gaza,
which amount to genocdde
and war crimes,” the state-
ment said.

Ms. Stein's campaign al-
50 promises to abolish all
student debt, provide life-
long free public education,
increase  public  schoaol
funding, increase estate
tax, increase minimum
wage, codify Roe v. Wade,
work towards a democrati-
cally controlled healthcare
by replacing private hospi-
tals, private medical prac-
tice, and private medical
insurance, and more.

Green New Deal

The Green Party’s Real
Green New Deal is an im-
portant part of Ms. Stein's
presidential campaign to
fulfil its goals of combating
climate change. A 'Green
New Deal’ has gained pop-
ularity in the last decade,
but it is non-binding and
does not call for a ban on
fracking. The updated ver-
sion promotes ecological
sustainability with clean
energy, zero greenhouse

pas emissions, and eco-
nomic security for all.

The Green New Deal
was also an important part
of Democratic Congress-
wioman Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez's campaign, who re-
cently entered 4 publicised
altercation with Ms. Stein.
Ms. Ocasio-Cortez blamed
the Green Party candidate
for not being "serious" and
called her “predatory”.
"Clearly, ADC is the attack
dog du jour and the Demao-
crats are running scared.
And they should be, be-
cause who wants o sup-
port a genocide? Who
wants to vote for a geno-
cide?" Ms. Stein said in res-

panse.,

Although the 2024 pre-
sidential  election, like
muost elections in the coun-
try, is largely a contest bet-
ween the Republicans and
Democrats, Ms. Stein's an-
tiswar stance appears to be
making a dent in Ms. Har-
ris's vote share in some
States. The results of a na-
tionwide poll of American
Muslim voter preferences,
conducted by the Council
on American-Islamic Rela-
tions, showed that 29.4% of
American Muslims plan to
wote for Ms. Harris, 290%
for Ms. Stein, and 11.2% for
Mr. Trump.

Ms, Stein is also leading
Harris among Muslim vo-
ters in swing States Arizo-
na (35%) Michigan {40%)
and  Wisconsin - (44%).
These States are expected
to play a key role in decid-
ing the next LS. President.
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Rugged Falklands landscape was once a lush rainforest

The Hindu Burean

Researchers have found
evidence that the treeless,
rigged, grassland land-
scape of the Falkland 1s-
lands was home to a lush,
diverse rainforest up to 30
million years age, The stu-
dy reveals that the South
Atlantic archipelago was
afice covered i cool, wet
woodland < similar to the
present-day  rainforests

found in Therra del Fuego,
off the tip of South
Americi.

The scientists conduct-
d the research after clies
to the whereabouts of bu-
ried remaing of the ancient
forest reached them via
word-ofmouth in the tight
knit community of Port
Stanley, the Falklands' cap-
ital. Chanee comversations
led them to find perfectly
preserved prehistoric tree

remains and pollen at a
buildling site in early 2020,

Samples of the peat
layers and deposits were
vemoved from the site at
Tussac House near Stanley
Harbour. These were care:
Fully transported to Austra-
L for laboratory testing o
the  University of New
South Wales, where the se-
dimenit wis meticilously
sumpled and the wood
analysed with specialised

scanning electron micro-
seopes. The tree remains
proved wo old to obtain
conclusive results from ra-
diocarbon dating, so pol-
len spores were used in-
stead.  The  scientists

analysed  a  variety of

spores  compacted  and

sealed in the same layers of

peat as the wood, Pollen
records bed them to con-
clude the tree trunks and
branches date to between

15 and 30 million years obd,
Detailed findings of the re-
search  are newly  pue
blished in the journal An-
taretic Science,

Tens of millions of years
ago the dimate in the
South Atlantic was much
warmer and wetter than
today and capable of sup-
porting a rainforest emd-
o, This would hive
been cooler than tropical
rainforests we might typi-

cally think of - such as the
Amazon rainforest < but
still able to support a rich,
diverse ceosystem of plant
and anirmal life.

Many of the tree species
wrowing on the Falklands
are now extinet but would
have seeded on the islinds
by being carried on the
prevailing westerly winds
trom rainforests that co-
vered much of the southe
ern hemisphere,

SNAPSHOTS

A study re-envisions Earth's

‘Commercialisation of health
services can be a recipe for disaster’

If contract management is weak, PPPs can end up with public assets

INTERVIEW
Sujatha Rao

R, Prasad

few days ago, Su-
jatha Rao, former

Unibon Secretary of

the Health Ministry, quit
the Lancet Citizens' Come
misskon on Reimagining In-
dia®s Health System. In
2020, the Union govern:
ment intensified its efforts
tor privatise health care in
India when NITI Adyog
proposed and Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
annoiifced in her budget
speech that district hospi-
tals will be attached with
private medical colleges in
a publicprivite partner
ship (PPP) mode.  This
came a year after the
Health Minkstry issued gui-
delines for setting up prive
ate medical colleges in a
PPP mode.

In am email, Ms. Rao
shares her views on the pe-
rils of increased privatisa
tion of health care in the
COUNIrY.

I July 2024, Madhya

sh government
issued anotification to
privatise 10 district
hospitals with 25% of
heds reserved for
paying patients, Can
privatisation of district
hospitals in PPP mode
“improve health
infrastructure” while
making healtheare
freely accessible to poor
people?

For Madhya Pradesh, this
is the fourth attempt o
hand over public facilities
o private parties, 1 am told
that each hospital is pro-
posed to be “leased” out

abdicating its responsibility o provide affordable free care to its citizens

fior 30 years against a down
payment of about 260
crores. This is being exe-
cuted by the Finance de-
partment uider the 2009
Central government
scheme that consists of
providing 60% of the total
project cost as viability gap
funding, land, and ather
assets and allowing 100%
operational cost recovery
in lieu of keeping 75% of
the beds for free treat
ment. The private sector
cannot provide free care
unless it establishes a med-
jeal eollege charging hefty
capitation to cross subsi-
Even then it is diffi-
cult, With weak capacity to
enforce  conditions, this
oo will go down as the old
seheme of giving land and
ciistorm diity exemptions
i liew of 10% free beds and
S0% free outpatient (OP),

What challenges can
arise when district
hospitals are attached
to private medical
colleges in PPP mode?

This hybeid model is un-
warkabbe as ean be seen in
Chittoor in Andhra Pra-
desh and elsewhere where

India’s health system s
the most pri
Is unregulated and

imakies @ s 0o ool
qualicy care a privilege

the private party was al-
lowed to establish a medi-
cal college by attaching the
300vbed districe hospital,
The private party has its
own staff and uses the hos-
pital for its own require
ments, while the hospital is
run by the government
stalf, ereating dual control,
confusion, and much bit-
terness, Instead, the prive
ate party coukd have had
an MOU with the govern-
et aned paid fees for s
g the hospital for training
purposes, The government
hospital — woild  have
earned revenues and im-
proved the infrastructure
while being in command of
thee hospital's functioning.
Since it will be impossible
for our weak/soft State to
dislodge the private party
that has aceess to prime
property and assets worth
several crotes free, over

tiime, the governiment will
withdraw and the poor in
thar district will lose acoess
to good cane, I contract
imnanageiment is weak, PPPs
can end up with public as-
sets going  into private
hands, and the govern-
ment abdicating its respon-
sibility to provide cost ef
fective affordable/free care
toits citizens.

Can the US. model of
Managed Care be
appropriate for India,
considering the large
population of poor
people?

While all health systems
try to Follow the principles
of Managed Care < keeping
peaple healthy, preventing
illiess, reducing hospital
services, and ensuring a
continuum of care in case
of chronle disease - the
U5 model of managed
care s based on an insu
rance model where a per-
son becormes a member of
the network based on his
ability to pay the premium,
Sueh systemms are seen to
have o selection bias, deny
eritical and timely care,
create several such bar

sing into private hands, and the govermment

riers, and do not help con-
tain the cost of care. In-
stead, they  exacerbate
inequality. Gheen that In-
dia's primary care s chaat-
ie with different systems of
medicine, varied levels of
competencies of provid-
ers, and so om, a LS, style
of managed care model
can not only further exa-
cerhite the existing in-
equalities but also make
health care costly, more so
as we lack the regulatory
capacity to manmge con-
tradictions  and  redress
grievances,

In the absence of any
social security, will
privatisation of health
care in India be a recipe
for disaster?

Inclia's bealth system is the
micst privitised but it is un-
regulated and makes ac
s o good quality care a
privilege. In  neglecting
health by allocating measly
budggets, refusing to put a
strong regulatory system
to reduce the adverse ef-
fects of market failures, al-
lowing brazen profiteering
as seen during the €O-
VD9 pandemic, and vir-
tually abdicating the abli
gatary duty of providing
iversal access to com-
enshe primary
altheare services free at
point of service, by taking
the easy and lazy route of
expanding insiurance o
selling public hospitals to
investors, the Indian State
lisis becosmie wnfair and un-
just as o fifth of its citizens
are uninble to avail medical
care due to their inability
ter pay. Nearly 60 million
people are driven o pe-
nury paying medical bills,
So yes, unfegulated for-
proht commercialisation of
health services can be a re-
cipe for disaster,

mantle as a uniform reservoir

Lavas from hotspots — whether erupting in
Hawaii, Saman, or leeland - likely originate from
a worbdwide, uniform reservodr in Earth's
mantle, according to an evaluation of volcanic
hotspts, The hindings indicate Earth’s mantle is
far more chemically homogenous than sclentists
previcusky thought < and that lavas only acquire
their chemical "flavours" enroute to the surface.
Knowing what the mantle is made of is central to
our understanding of how our planet formed and
how the manthe has developed over time.

How plants carry
environmental clues

A study has revealed the genetic mechanisms
behind transgenerational phenotypic plasticity -
acrucial factor in plant adaptation to
ervironimental changes. By investigat
Arabidopsis thaliana grown under different light
comditions across generations, researchers
demonstrated how maternal environments shape
alfspring teadts. These findings coild inform new
strateghes for crop improvement. The researchers
icdentified eritical genetic regions associated with
transgenerational phenotypic plasticity.

A study uncovers mechanism
for emu’s wing reduction

Researchers have uncovered a fascinating
mechanism behind the reduction and
asymmetry of emu wing bones, The wings not
anly show significant shortening, but the skeletal
elements also fuse asymmaetrically. 1t highlights
how differences in embryonic and fetal
movement may play a pivotal role in driving
morphologieal evolution, shedding light on the
complex developmental processes that shape
skeletal structures,

Are antibiotics responsible for bowel diseases?

Besices causing antimicro-
bial resistant bacteria, irra-
tiomal use of antibiotics can
alse act directly on host
cells, A recent study pu-
blished in  the jour
nal Science Advances has
found that even a short
course treatment of mice
with antiblothes twice a day
for three days was sufh-
cient to damage the inte-
grity of the mucus barrier,
which sepirates the im-
mune system from  mi-
crobes present in the intes-
tine, When the thin lyer of
miuens s damaged, it al-
lows the microbes to come
in elose contact with host
tissiies, triggering an im-
mune response and predis-
posing the mice o intesti-
nal inflammation.  The
breakdown of the mucus
barrier, which separates
the intestinal epitheliuvm
from the microbiota, is a
hallmark of inflammatory

Mice were orally treated
with four different anti-
biotics belonging to diffe-
rent classes of antibiot:
s - ampicilling
metronidazole, neosmycin,
and vancomycin. The stu-
ly found that all four anti-
biotics were capable of
breaking down the muscus
barrier  leading to en-
croachment  of  bacteria
upon the colonie epitheli-
um. The study found that
vancomycin could impede
imiicias secretion of goblet
cells in the colon, in a mi-
crobiota-inde pendent
manner.

'I]l.]l. IL'ril:usi L'Hl:\l'

lonic  epithelium.
particular coneern wis
ability of vancomy

fiect mucus secretio

the goblet cells a few mi
nutes following vancomy
cin infusion. The study

Al faur antitiatics tested were capable of breaking dewn the mucus
barrher. GETTY MAGES

biotics induce endoplas-
mie reticulum (ER) stress
in colonic cells, thus dimin.
ishing mucus production.
Based on this observation,
the researchers conelude
that antibiotics hive a dele

barrier by acting directly
afi the host cells. When the
micrabiota after antibiotic
freatment  wene  trans-
ferred to germ-free mice, it
il nat lead to the transfer
of penetration phenotype.

comeluche that the effiects of
vancomyein on the miscus
harrier could net be trans
ferred to germefree mice by
transferring the microbio
i, Besides antibdotic treat
ment of germ-free mice,
the researchers also used
fecal  microbiota  tran-
splant, RNA sequencing
Tollowed by machine learn-
g, and ex vivo mucus se
cretion measurements to
comfirm that antibiotics di-
rectly inhibit mucus secre
thon in 4 microbioti-inde
pendent  manner by
inducing ER-stress in go-
blet cells. This effect was
completely independent of
the microbiota,

The researchers tested
whether they could re
werse the mucus secretion
defect caused by vancomy-
el treatiment. They had
previeusly found that TUD-
G (tauroursodeoxycholic
acid) treatment could in-
crease  mucus  secretion
rates by reducing endo

colonic goblet cells. Since
vancomycin treatment in-
duces endoplasmic reticu-
lum stress in the colon,
they could restore mucus
secretion by alleviasting the
ER stress using the TUDCA
treatment.  This  recon-
firmed  that vancomycin
treatment indeed inhibits
secretion from colonic go-
blet cells by inducing en-

doplasmic reticulum
stress,
Eroding barrier

“We propose an hypothe
i

is o risk factor for the
development of IBD, We
speculate that repetitive
antiblatic treatment, per
haps together with predis
posing  genetic  Factors,
erode the mucus barrier
which can, after time, lead
to gut inflammation,” Dr.
Shai Bel from the Bar-lkan
University, Safed, Israel
and  the  corresponding
author  of the paper

Quesﬁon Corner

Cooling off

Can heat-related illnesses
b prevented in dogs?

Acstudy has found that
voluntary dunking of
heads in water maintained
at 22 degree Chy dogs
with limited water
ingestion is the most
effective method for rapid
cooling after exercise. It
reduces core bady
temperature within fe
minutes, Currently, the
recommended cooling
strategy after exertional
hyperthermia imolves full
or partial immersion in
ool water or using a fan to
increase air circulation and
evaporation after wetting
the skin thoreughly,
Volutitiry head dimnking
also prevented dangerous

spikes. Cooling the head
enabiles rapid cooling of
the whole body with
limited amounts of water,
Heatrelated illness is a
serions risk for dogs,
especially during warm
weeather, The research
emphasises the critical
rube of "cool first,
transport second,” which
CICORTIEES OWIETS 10
heggin eooling dogs
immediately if they show
signs of heat stress.
Allowing the dog to drink
controlled amounts of coal
water and pouring water
on the dog’s head may
prowvide soime benefit but it
warrants further study.

Rasders may sand thair questions /
Py
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the party going all these v

“ he DME, which split from the
DK, redirected mass Dravidian
ism from a palitics of heresy wa

politics of community, Central
ange was the fuller incorporation of ear-
ianism's el o ethnic categories
n a popular discourse, which inspired the
mohilisation of a broad coalition spanning the in-
termediate and lower strata.” — Narendra Subra-
manian in Ethnicity and Populist Mobilization,
OUP, 1999,
he element of a “broad coalition” that has
i key feamure of the DME and this, among
has kept the party going for 75 years, In
all likelihood, it will continue to be soin future. A
product of social and political changes that Tamil
society witnessed in the later part of the 19th
Century .md the early years of the 20th Century,
the Fom, Seen at one stIge a5
mass communal force, has grown into a body
that has learnt the art of moderation dedtly.

A dominant Congress
When the DME emerged on the political scene in
September 1949, the Gnnp;m s wais the dominant
force, Despite K. Kama hmnp, the ungues-
Honed beader of the Congres: g froan an
intermediate community, t MK, in the initial
years, argeted its adversary as a tood of Aryvan or
naorth Indian domination ne of thinking pur-
sued by Dr. r Kazhagam (DE) founder BV,
Ramaswami (EVR) immediately after he quit the
Comng! in the mid-1920s, Though the Dravidian
major has a record of having opposed concepts
such as varna and jaati [caste], it cannot be de-
scribed as an organisation that adhered to ath-
eism. Ably guided by EVR's former liew
C.N. Annadurai, the party declared even in its in-
ital years that it subscribed o the policy of
“Ortre Kulam Ovuvane Devarn |One . N
god)™, This did not and de
party was or i

can be -rumm.nm:d as
follows: neither break the Pitlaiyar idol nor break
the coconut to make an offering. Believers in the
able per-
in the government of Chief Minister
here are at least a couple of Minis-
ters who do not hesitate to display their r
ity. A few weeks ago, it hosted a conference on
Lord Murugan in Palani,

I

party are no longer considered undes
sons, In

st the Congress povern-
ment’s variant of vocational education, dubbed
s “kula kalvi thitiam {caste-based educational
ventually, the then Chi nister, C,

jagopalachari, had o resign. Even as the DMK
demanded wrate stute — Dmvld.a Nadu — il
January 196 went on to hold a series of agita-

tions, centring around language and culoare, In
the words of Robert L. Hardgrave, a prominent
American political scientist who specialised in
Tamil Madu politics, (as reflected in an article in
Pacific Affairs in the mid-1960s), the party had
used the symbaols of common culture within
mil Madu, harking back to the glories of the Dra
dian past. In 1957, it entered the electoral fray for
the frst time, recording a modest success,

Agitation against Hindi

The anti-Hindi programme peaked in 1965 when
the Unicn gevernmient wanted to fulfil the eon:
tutional reguirement of changing the country
official language from English to Hindi. This
handy for the [}\dk Lack m |m.u;|n'mtm

State. The ba
monsoon resulted inoa ute shortage of food-
grains all over the coun ncreasing the depen-

ee

Legalising
sellrespect
and secular
marrlages
Berween
twin Hindus
during
Annadural's

rube is one of

the achleve
ments of
the: party

The DME, which split from the DI, tapped into Dravidianism and pursued a politics of communi

v, putting together a broad coalition of the intermediate and lower serata, This h
Seen at one stage as an extreme, mass communal foree, it has grown into a body thar has learnt the art of moderation deftly, writes T. Ramakrishnan

DMK'’s course in politics: A flashback

1848 Justice Party farmad
an Hovemnber 20 to artl culate
grievances of narvBrahmins

18281 £V, Ramaswami
(EVH), also called |
Periyar, leaves Congress,
Launches SelfRespect
Mayement next year

29301 EVR docides ta work
together with Justice Party;
eventually asswmes leadership

20441 DVR along with
hls fallowe rs Including

TN, Annadural [CNA) "'
establshes Dravidar

Kazhagam (DK) In Salem

A8AT: EVR calls |ndependence Di
Phugust 15) a *day of mowning”
differs

A DK suffers spliton
September 17, CNA launches
DMK In Channad (Robinson Park,
Foyapuram|

19821 DMK chooses not to
participatn in ganoral aloctions

¥

29861 At Tiruchi meet in May, DMK
choases to enter ¢ lectoral palitics

ABET: DMK wins 15 Assembly
seats- founder CNA

1878: Emergency impasaed at alk
India bevel, MK oppases

1076: DMK Ministry
dismissed. President’s rule
imposed in Tamil Nadu

LETT: AIADME
CAPDUrAE poswar in Jum,
MGR becomies CM

1880: DMK-Congress

alliance sweel

Lok Sabha poll n TM, in January,
A ADMK Ministry dismissed the
et month. ALADMK retums to
poswer in June with MGR as CM

19871 MGR dies in December, after
baing CM for neasty 10 years

19880 January, MK becomes

CM again alter 13 years, In
December, DMK joins VP Singhrbed
National Front Ministry at Cantre;

Hanchanpuram

20621 DMK's tally in Assermbly
Boes up to 50. CNA loses in
Fancheapuram, Latar, alected to
Fiajya Sabha

18463 DMK gives up its damand far

Dravidla Nadu

29681 Ant-Hindi agitation picks
wp mamantum in January, CNa
calks Republic Day "black day” to
protest against Hindl belng made
afficial language

1082 Bacheto-back Lailure of

Fansoon, al

its liarnent {MP|
Murasali Maran made Urban
Developmant Minister

A881: DME Minkstry
dismissed in
January. Farmar
Prime Mindster Rajiv
Gandhi assassinated
In Sriperumpusdur
during May, AlADMIE
Conggress albance
decimates DMEE led
frant. Jayalalithan becomes CM

l.nla Mummrnfl“amimunt
Krown a8 Vaska,

averlndia

1ET: Attempt on
MG, Ramachandran rucm in
January, €

Hpelledm Newembser, Five months
later, farms MOMK

1898: Landslice victory regisersd

powar in Assembly polls, BMK.
abded by coalition stitched up by
€. Rajagopalachari (CR) & CNA,
starms bo pawer in March, CHA
Iacomas Chisd Minster (CM)

29681 World Tamil Conference
during Jarsary In Channal

860 After CHA's death,
M

¥ - (M-CH embing
in Lok Sabha, Assemibly polls,
Jayalalithaa hersell loses in
Bargur. MK bacomas CM for dth
time In May, DMK becomes &
majar constituent of United Front
gavermment

1998 EUP's Atal
Bifa Vijpayess quits
18 P hnrl ot

(MK
a5 OM, bucomes DMK president

28711 DMK creates
history by winning
184 Asgaminily
eonstiuendies

AT MGR, party treasuner,
wnpelled in A

\Lly
S52

lasing canfidonce
matkar in Lok Sabha,
DMK becames BIP'S
ally, I October, joing
thea Vajpayes Ministry

2001 AIADME returms to pawer,
defesting DMK in Assembly
election during May

ADME

2083: Maran dias
In Mowember.
DM parts warys
with Vajpayes
Ministry

2004: DMK lesd front bags 40

Lok Sabha seats in Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, DMK gets plum
portfalies in Congross-led Unied
Progresshie Alllance (UPA) regime
at the Centre.

20081 Single-party majority
tradition broken during Assembly
palks in May, DMKl

front bags more than

tworthirds of seats in

Assambly polls thasgh

DMK s anty 96 saats.

MK bescames CM again

2011 DMK kasas powier to
A ADME, llr\-:h‘! Ihlrdlnumty

tally. i

A force to reckon with:
Since 1967, the DMK,
swiltich had used the
syrnibals af Tamil culture
harking back to the
glories of the Dravidian
past, has been the
dominant party in

Tamil Madu palitics.

B VELAN HANKI RAJ

kept

lite had generated sympathy for the party, which
knocked the Congress out of power, Inexplicably,
Kamaraj, who guit as Chief Minister in October
1963 to become the national president of his par-
ty, had contested in Virodhunagar, only to lose wo
a student leader, I, Srinivasan, Thus began the
DMK's spell in power which is continuing today,
though there were gaps, including two separate
periods of a decade-long uninterrupted rule of
the AIADME, Annadurai’s stint as the Chief Minis:
ter was short, but he created the impression of
being an humane administrator.

In syne with the spirit of the times

V. N. Swami, a Syear-old journalist who had
once worked as 2 personal assistant to EVR, de-
scribes legalising "self-respect and secular mar-
riages" between two Hindus during Annadurai's
rule as one of the achievements of the party.
‘When Karunanidhi was the Chief Minister, the
party’s concern for the poor was evident from
the replacement of hand-rickshaws with cycle-
rickshaws, the provision nl incentives o those
who had inter-c. nd the imple-

@nce again

TOLI: DMK baarves LIRS,
gervarnment n March

T0L4: |0 April, DME cantests

Lok Sabha sbection without any
national party's suppert, Gets no
saat. ALADMK, ar it own, nats 37
wntd, |0 Septembir, trial cowt in
Bergalury finds Jayalalithaa guilty

20161 AIADMK retaing power,
Juyalalithaa, after evarcoming
|egal bar in 2015, takes charge
3 CM yet sgain in My, DMK's
M.k, Stalin becomes Leader
of Opposition In Asssmbly,
Jayalalithaa clles In December

201T: In January,
Stalin takes over

2018 MK dees
In August, Stalln
succeeds him as.
DMK chief

2019 Under Stalin's besdership,
DMK coalition bags 35 LS seats in
May In TN, arvdd Puduchery

2021: DMK captures power n May
atter L0 year-gap. Stalin becomes
M for first time

Mirister in
Decambar

T02& Another mdadishe
wictory for DMK frant
in Lak Sabha palls,
Itwins all 40 seans

i e

dence on food imports, Rajagopalachari,
became by then the Congress's hitter
was running the Swatantra Party, and Annadur:
tehed up an alliance that included the Commu-
st Party of India (Marxist) and the Muslim
Lesaggune.

Meanwhile, the party's strategy of employing
the services of Tamil actors hLJ.,.m pu}nn].,ult .iln
nadurai and his successor,

films, M.G. Ramachandran (MGR) and 5.5, Rajen-
dran had become setive members of the DMK,
This development took place despite the organi-
sation having a number of orators. VR, Nedun-
chezhiyan, who was the deputy to Annadurai,
Karunanidhi, MGR, and Jayalalit n all their
Cabinets, was among those who relentlessly
toured all over the State to popularise the DME's

themselves were the M.rlpt\hlltl.'l’h for many

policies, especially before 1967, On the eve of ¢
Assembly election that year, an attermpt on MGR's

adds, A Tamil
writerthinker is full of appreciation for the cur-
rent government's schemes such as Pudheumai
Penn and Mahalir Urimai Thogai, aimed ai help-
ing women Anancially, On the economic front,
Jjust as the DMK was in sync with the spirit of the
times during the pre-libe ul W e, it rema
quick to respond to the after economic
reforms were laonched.

Believers in the party are no longer
considered undesirable persons. In
fact, in the government of Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin, there are at least

a_couple of Ministers who do not
hesiate to display their religiosity

were dismissed twice — on corruption charges in

1976 and for supporting the L
both eeeasions, Karumanidhi was the C
ter, When MGR and Jayalalithaa be
adversaries at different points of ime, the DMK's
initizl response was one of being dismissive of
them. It cost the party dear. The DMK govern-
ment's approach wowards the iinal phase of the

Sri Lankan civil war in 2009 Il held against
the party.

Asendor Minister in the Stalin government says
his organisation has “not deviated” from s

broader goals, focusing on matters such as the
twio-language formula and social justice, Howey-
er, the Minister does not gloss over instances of
the party ing been “flexible” to stay afloat,
Perhaps, the references pertain to the Uturns
under the leadership of Karunanidhi, in ties with
the Congress, headed by Indira Gandhi, between
1971 and 1980, Likewise, the DMK, once a bitter
critic of the BJP, did not hesitate to join hands
with it in 1999, and this relationship continued
for over four years. In recent years, it seemed the
BIT" would become the DMK's principal adver-
sary, with the AIADME's meltdown, But the BJP-
led front came a cropper in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election, though it secured mone than 18% of the
votes polled. Yet, the Minister said he would not
undurr_' mate th' AIADMEs strength, calling ita

o come, the DMK will face new
entrants, including actor Vijay's party.
of the changing situations, says the Mi
ding that it has to pay more attention to issue r:}
livelihood that have a bearing on youth welfare,

» R
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In Haryana, Vinesh Phogat goes from a wrestler who narrowly missed an Olympic Games medal o

apolitician who hopes to win a seat in the Assembly election in October,

shita Mishra reports

on her transition and how people respond tw her on ground ina State where patriarchy persists

convoy of cars and tractors, with Con-

gress fags billowing on the top, blar-

ing campaign songs, reces along the

marrow road in Aasan village in Harya-

na's Julana constitwency. It threads through the

t paddy fields. Polling is less than two
weeks away and they have many stops to make.,

Every now and then, wrestler-turned-polii-

wian Vinesh Phogat puts her head out of the sun-

roof of her SUV to war the anlookers, For wo-

men, she takes the extra step of getting down and

greeting them. With folded hands she asks for

their blessings, The sun is beating down and op-
pressive humidity is making everyone sluggish,

A lot has changed lnr Vinesh in less than two

after her bout, the

nglet, kneeling down on

image of her in a red
the wrestling mat at the Parls Olympics with
hands folded in gratitude, Hooded social media,

A jubilant nation cheered for her, She was to be
the first Indian woman grappler to enter the
ls at the Olympic Games, But within
riumph came the crushing news of
cation. She was 100 grams over-
weight, A stunned naton moumed for her, On
August B she g pment from
wrestling, the sp atedd her not
once, but on several occasions.

Mot one o walk into the sunset quietly, she is
back om the mat. This time the rules of the game
have changed. As a Cong andiclate in the up-
coming na polls, she has a wough contest on
her hands, The Congress has not won the Julana
Assembly constiuency, her husband and fellow
wrestler Soanvir Rathee's home, in the last three
Muumhly palls,

“The fun is always in doing what is difficult,”
Vinesh says, on her way to o mu_nn.g At Aasan vil-
lage. Beginnings, she says, o
whether it is polit
a5 you get i hang of
with the demands of campaigning, But s
her smile throughout the day. Her routine

.|1I1I|.t|.- ::r training and maintaining a striet diet,

On the road
The comvoy enters Aasan village whene she is wel-
comed by an eager erowd with & shower of flow-
ers, On the cement stage ai the cenire of the vil-
lage, she is the only woman, Other women watch
heer Froam the margins, Maost of them are veiled.
she hes herself as the “bahu and beti”
idaughter and daughter-in-law) of Julana, On her
messy mop of hair, hastily cropped at the Glym-
pics 1o drop a few grams of weight, the villi u;l.n
place a pagdi [rurh.ln] sign i
pe
basth in the spe
of them introduces he:
ter of Haryana,

1
nd outside of it, One
as the next Sports Minis-

ee

During the
crucial time
that she
should have
been
practising
Tor the

mples,
Vinesh was
Fp:minglllu

will ensure
that our
davghier
Hets Justice
USHA DEVI
Tulana resident

her voice is clearer, She speak:
She begins by |

that has been ruling the
ruuhm ll‘ll’l]llﬁh thL- script: I||laII'J)

nl uchr)ulu and colleges, she n.'mImLs |1|.ln|}l|.- by
one 'wrong” decision had mained the lives of an

Using the Congress” symbol as a metaphor, Vi
nesh asks people w vote for the "hand' o get
their loat dignity back. "One vote of yours 1o the
hand will act as a tight slap on their [the BJPMs|
faces, This slap will hit hard in Delhi on October
says, She has been addressing eight to 100
ngs a day,

She briefly touches upon her Olympic loss and
her battle against Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, the
five-time former MP from the BIP and former
chief of the Wrestling Federation of India (WF1),
whn is accused of sexually harnssing many young
“They [BP] have not left
':m. jﬂ\mn, or pehelwan (farm
sobdier, urwnmll.n she says. She doesn't go
i the details, Her Paris debacle was well put
cised and it is assumed that her audience knows
what she had to go through,

Vinesh's fight against Bri] Bhushan started in
January 2023, After months of protest on the
streets of Delhi, India's national capital, the Su-
preme Court ordered for an Fl st the form:
er B[P MP. Her fight for justice continues,

“During the crucial time that she should have
been practising for the Olympies, Vinesh was
fighting the police's cane at Delhi's Jantar Mantar,
‘What she had gone throwgh cannot be described

Winesh Phegat on the campalgn trall, piiching hersell as Julana's bahu-beti,
IV KUMAR P SHPARAR

mllL-Tu
1sal voice
sing, “Sare jug me naam bamai
hai... meri beri Phogat aai hai (She has made a
mime for herself in the world; my daghter Pho-
gat has arrived).” The accompanying singers
wear eolourful dupattas tightly wound around
thelr heads; only their eyes are exposed,
Bhupendra Deshowal, a Panchayat member as-
sures Vinesh that Julana will avenge her and
bring back the dignity of Haryana's davghier,

The unending battle
Born in Balali village of Charkhi Dadri district,
i ather was murdered when
she was nine. She was brought up by her extend-
ed family alongside her cousins, Geeta and Babita
Phagat, daughters of her Eather's brother Maka-
ut, Wrestling an essential part
iming since she was
ly, especially her
broke the convention of woemen
eeply patriarchal State,
heen canonised in the Hindi
he
d other fellow wrestle: el allegations
nst exWFI chief Brij Bhus + In solidarity,
nnouneed that he would return his Drons-
charya award, given to coaches by the Indian go-
vernment. Geeta too had extended support to
her sister. Mahavir cheered her on when she
gualified for the Anals at the Paris Olympies. But

she hasn't got his

endorsement  for
Thee fun s alws

=
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=4
-
=

=z
=
3
E
=
z

entering  polities,
especially the Con-
gress. Mahavir and
n his second daught-

dlobng what Is difficult, It er Babita  had
ets easier once yvou el joined BJP in 2019,
the hang ol it Babita never sup-

ported the wres-
ters' protest,

For new
thovugh, Vinesh is focusing on more immediate
problems on her hands, Paradropped into polit-
bes just days before polling, she has many miles to
travel, meet, and greet political influencers and

VINESH PHOGAT
Wresther furne - psiclan

mavigate the tricky caste termain of the
constituency,

She has multiple opponents to worry about,
The Indian National Lok Dal (INLDY fielded

Surendra Lather, formerly with the BIP, from this
seat. He switched o INLD only after be was de-
nied a ticket by the BJP, which was keen to field a
non-Jat candicate here, The Jannayak Janata Par-
ty (1P had fielded the siting MLA Amarjeet
Dhanda, His intransigence on farm laws
and delay in leaving BIP has put them on a weak
wicket, though Dhamda is banking on his own fol-
lowers to see him through,

Along with Vines | the other candidates ane
Jats, tradi lyafa Breaking
this trend, the B has fielded Captain Yogesh Bai-
ragi, an OB, Numerically, Jats are the single lar-
pest bloe with some mates pegging their
strength at 42% of i i
rate gmup nl OB

e
from the Cong
1P, The BIP had
an advantage, as the Jat votes
ays Satpal D:lm.h:ll from Lajwana
He himself is a BJP supporter,
AATs Kavita Dalal, a World Wrestling Enter-
tainment (WWE) player who has branded herself
Julama's "Lady Khi also in the fray. AAP'S

i, Aam Aadr
elded an OF

wiresstler-tumed-paliticlan and Congress
i e "

ity
Viresh Phogat being felicitated during her
election campalgn for the upeaming Haryana
palls at Chabrl village n Jind district of Haryana.
SHIW KLIMAR PUSHPARAR

rank and file is split down the middle on who
they wIII wuppurt Virendr; Ary-l wice president
s that the party
workers h.|r.l conveyed to ”‘II. leadership not o
hekd any candidate against Vinesh, He himself §
campaigning for her, All her opponents are
Ful mot to indulge in any personal attacks on ber,
BIP candidate Bairagi refers to her as “siste
her election speeches.

Home but not dry
In Baktha Kherda, her hushand Somvir's village,
Vinesh has been an infrequent visitor since the
i , she is camping
sell with many members
athee family.
“She had built a big kothi (independent house)
in Kharkhoda and wsed o live there," says Wa-
weer Rathi, relative of her in-laws. Sens-
ing that he might have said something wrong, he
adds that she had taken the decision to move 1o
Kharkhoda as the place had better facilities for
wrestling practice,

A cousin, Avinash Rathee, chips in, Whun-.hu
retires, | am sure she will come to live with us®
lains why Vinesh prefers to be called
ather than Rathee at her rallies, "She is
known because of the Phogat surmame. Everyone
knows the Phogats and their passion for wres-
thing," he says, il
village proclaiming Vinesh Phogat Rathee.

Conversations on elections veer towards Vi-
nesh and Somvir's wedding reception in 2018,
Bombastic estimates of the number of guests who
turned up are made. Each household from Bak-
tha Kherda and those from around 50 villages
were invited for the function, one proclaims,

That is not how everyone remembers the
event. Around 300 metres away from Somvir's
house lives Rani, She was neither invited for the
reception nor has she ever met her. "1 am a Dalit
.|nd|mur Vot think ayone will invite me w their

he

tes comprise
21%
Shie i also Aghting mutu,n["nulslrje
ter i, in her interviews and speect E
here to stay.” At an election meeting
Ramji village, Vinesh assures the gath-
am not here o make money, 1 had o
life and money as well and 1 left it all
Jjust o work for
The Congress felded Vinesh, a greenhorn, in
the hope to enthuse women and young veters,
While Vinesh's election meetings are drawing
women voters, she may not be their natural
choice, N , 65, from Radhana village where
Vinesh held a rally on September 18, says that she
has never seen her in person or on the television.
The sexagenarian leeps her face covered with
a dupatta, as there are several men around, and
to reveal ber face w them would be considered
an insult to her husband, She is unsure whether
she will vote for Vinesh, I will vote wherever my
husband asks me to, Every woman shoubd do
that, We cannot do anything the wishes of
adwinners who

Her candidature d some interest
among the young. Rohit Ban , 19, who has
been cheering Vinesh on, says he will vote for the
first time on October 4 in fovour of the grappler-
turned-politician, He has ::llr_n up wrestling him-
self, inspired by the Phog
The nexe fortnight wil @ course of Vie

fu confident that she will stick
.|munr_l Irrmpc. e of the Dctober 5 outcome.
“Poli is uwr}lwlun_ 1 h.wl. long way o go

+
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Samsung's labour pangs

The unrest shows why the management, workers, and
the govt should have played a more proactive role

HE TWO-WEEK-LONG labour strike at Samsung's plant at

Seiperumbudurin Chennal is showing signs of escalation, with

both sides refusing tobudge from their hard stand, The Impasse

hascome at the most inopportune time, when the government
Is dolng its best to get global fiems to uet up theirmanufacturing base in
India. This requires the firr d to relocate thelr base from coun -
tries like China, Taiwan, ind Vietnam. Naturall)’.thc companies would
welghthead
and high tarlff walls act as big disadvantages of coming to India. How-
ever, abundant labour supply at low cost,andalarge domestic market,are
big draws, Recognition of this fact and balancing the twoare required, by
company managements, workers, as well as the government. If the three
stakeholders are not in unison on the goal, there will be problems, This
seems to be the case at Samsung's plant.

The workers want recognition of their union and wage increase from
15,000 to ¥ 36,000, both of which have been rejected by the manage-
ment. While the workurs certainly have the right to form a union, the
i o for hij True, wages would onan
average be 50- lDO'Ih lower n India than In South Korea, Talwan, China,
orVie butthat'snot the right tson, In India, the e wag:
being offered by the contract manufacturers of Apple, and otherslmllar
Industries, is also in the range of ¥20,000-25,000 per month, Further,
the minimumwage prescribed by the government in the Chennai reglon
18 16,000 a month, The workers here surely need to be more practical
and engage in constructive negotiations for better training and growth
prospects, rather than just seeking higherwages,

However, there's much that the company management needs to do
and answer for. It's clear that it has failed in its basie duty of demonstrat -
ing to the workers that they are also stakeholders in the company’s growth
and recognise the union, If the company can demonstrate that it's falr
and treats them as partners in growth, surely the union will see reason.
This has been demonstrated in the case of Maruti in the past. In fact,
there's anotherlesson tobe drawn from the Marut experience, The com-
pany faced violent labour trouble at its Manesar plant in 2010-11, how-
ever there was no such issue at its older plant at Gurugram, The manage-
ment realised that the workers of its Manesar plant were not sent for
training to Japan, unlike their Gurugram counterparts, Corrective mea-
sures were taken and no labour tension has taken place after that.

Samsung isnostranger tostrikes. In July and August, the 36,500 mem-
bers of Samsung Electronics’ biggest worker union in South Korea
demanded higher wages and benefits, striking for several days, but there
was no impact on production there, But lhntmnynotbethc case inIndia.
The Chennai plant L 20-30% of 5 ' revenue in India,a
ley ﬁmwth market for the company. It's the job of the management to
teach workers how prosperity of wl I their
lives. The government ahohauaconstnu'tlwmletu play. The Centre and
state need to be more proactive in resolving such a mess, Ata time when
large-scale electronics manufacturing is steiking roots in the country,
such industrial unrest sends a very bad signal to global firms,

uchr Lackof

Nike has gone
and done it

NIKE INC. HAS gone and done it

Cm Thursday, it parted company with chief executive Officer john Donahoe and
replaced himm with Elllott HIlL, alnngumc Nk executive who had retlred In 2020,

Hilllsa comp hould be able with staff and retail
partners, But with the depth of the decline over the past two years, a raft of sports
weear upatarts nipplng at Nike's heels and Adidas AG CEO Blarm Gulden proving
himaelf to be an accomplished and nimble merchant, it won't be quick or easy to
get the §50-billion glant back on track,

It ks surprising it took Nike so long to acknowledge the need for change, Don
ahoe's posltlon was looking Increasingly untenable. With the company's perfor
manece sliding and the shares down 250 this vear, unusually, change at the top
was being openly discussed, Last month, BUllAckman's Pershing Square Holdings
Ltd, disclosed a 5229 million stake,

The root of the current pmhlcmmnlmraced back to Donahoe's strategy, after

In 2020, 0f trylng Mike bination ofa tech pow
erhrmeandluxuryl:rand
Ked, In June 2021, the sh N RE—

Jected that its sales would surpass $50 billion for the first time. But |:r|.or1l|aing
Nike's own websites and stores and cutting back the supply of products to retall
ers, such as Foot Locker Inc, left gaps on shelves that were filled by rivals, That
includes Adidas and New Balance, but also a host of challenger brands such as On
Holding AG and Declers Outdoor Corpls Hoka,
Meanwhile, Nile's snealier hit factory stalled. After
popularstyles caught on with fashionistas, such as the Alr-
fiarce 1, Nike Dunk, and Alr Jordan 1, there was little new
footwear to take thelr place — or inspire shoppers.
At the same time, fashlon tastes plvoted away from
ehunky basketball snealoers to lower-rlse retro styles, led by
Adidas' Samba. Bilee has a portfollo of such [tems In its

archlves, xuch L the Cortes, but whllc ndl.d.'hs (.uldcn
ANDR! quickiyreal Samib trendlingand ramp
lm.u( ! 1k k toshift to this aesthetic,
FELSTED But as the popularity of the Alrforee 1and Dunk show,
Blaombarg Mike |5 also a fashbon brand, It must sharpen its style cre
dentlals and win u.'hlcs I:.n:k from Adldas. It ahould t.akc a
leaf ot oflndilcwtm"“m ol e P Julckly. It
to have a plpeli h foat: 50 that It canavold Ing the same mistake

.\galn'hmlylag too much on one franchise,
H!II st almintenulmhcmkllm Imahoehmnthlaymr rebullding rela
{ with i more After all, Nike does

n'tjust uell al In July, it rehired Tom Ped
die, aveteran executive who had worked for Nike for 30 years before retirkng in
2020, to spearhead these efforts.

Fimally, Hill muse simply get Nike's groove back, returning to the marketing it
was once known for, and reviving the allure that made some of the woeld's lead
ing brands want to partnerwith It 1ts notable that IVMH Moet Hennessy Louls
Vultton SE's Loewe, oneof the hottest around, has collaborated with On. Just a few
years ago this would most likely have been Nike.

M of this will take time, "Things haven't been easy,” Hill wrote In a memo to
stalf, seen by Bloomberg News. That's understating e It can take more than a year
to bring new products to the market.

Adldas ks showing no sign of weakening — Indeed, cycles where elther Nike or
nﬂiﬂasndnmIMImhal several years, rwn:h-nugh Nilu' rcm.alanlhc leader, the
market | mch mor rowded,

Ag.\lnul this backdrop, Hill should look lnput all thebad
news out of the way, and move forward, Initial rellef that sent the shares up as
much as 99 after market could prove short-lived.

This summer Nike unvelled its acwnlosaa wlnnlnglnn t rnrweryonc,

HE FIRST 100 DAYS of
Prime Minister Narendra
Maodl's third term may be
perceived as 100 days of
canviction, commitment,
and consensus, It bs a co-incldence that
M Madl's 74th birthday and the com
plethon of the 100 days fell on the same
day, that Is Septemberl7, This date,
marked by the dual celebrations, also
provided a moment to analyse Modi's
polities and governance pattern at the
Ibeginning of his third term,
Maodl celebrated his birthday In
hub Odlsha,
with beneficlaries of Pradhan Mantrl
Awas Yolana-Urban and launched the
Subhadra scheme started by the
Bharatlya Janata Party-led state gov
ernment and centred on women

pa Ju— T ww W

@® QUAD'S OBJECTIVES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Free, open, inclusive, and prosperous Indo-Pacific is
our shared priority and shared commitment, We have

Tlak 4 1

ively |

positive and inclusive

initiatives in areas such as health, security, critical and emerging
technologies, climate change, and capacity building

® REAL POLITICS
100 DAYS OF NEW MODI GOVT SHOWS CONTINUITY WITHOUT CONFRONTATION

Conviction and consensus

BADRI NARAYAN

Diractar, GA Pant Social Sclance Institute, Alshabad

policy | i and p ¥
transformative initiatives.

The Opposition has created pres-
sure on the government with caste.
based identity politics In this term,
even as Maodi is working with a vislon
of "sabka saath, sabka vikas" [every-
one's support and development). The
pattern of governance so far shows
that he ls strlving to weave a fractured

the Shinkhun-La Tunnel, linking
Ladakh and Himachal Pradesh, was
alsolald, Meanwhile, elight new rallway
lines were sanctioned, creating .42
crore man-days of employment.

The governance style over the 100
days suggests that the government Is
alming to do away with marginal ities
through development Indtlatives, and
not through the polities of identities

P 1t byway of fin il soclety into a whole without givingin - such as caste and reglonal polarisation,

d In the process, h d tothe of vote To distribute the fruits

i rcﬂc:t an lnugcnf‘vlkupum-h‘nr tumk pnlltlca For him, of development, the
one i s I politics and The 100 days of this government has
sage hm:n: an s birthday \m thamf development polities  @overnment are being approved new  elvil

a "vikas purush” for the marginalised,
poor, and vulnerable sections such as
women and tribals, He and his govern.

ment also asserted a strong convictlon
towark toachieve the mission of "vilsit
Bharat*(developed India). Therefore, on
that day, Unlon home minlster Amit
Shah released a booklet titled *Paving
thc|:.nhlnvilmll Eham' Imalmluued

may be linked to an  viewed as the reflection enclaves at Bagdogra

extent, but beyond that of an era of "soft but In West Bengal and
the latter Is part of the Bihata In  Bihar,
larger goal of "viksit committed"' Modi Alrstrips In Agattl and
Bharat". regime with a long-term  inicoy in Lakshad

To fulfil the mission broad mission weep have also been
of “sabika vikas", he has of viksit Bharat planned,

held  infrastructural
dcw.-lnpmenl as the

wlghtfl

of the 100 days of the m.'-w Natlonal
Democratle Alllance government,
Political analysts had predicted
Modi's third successive termas a chal
lenging ene. He formed the govern
ment this thmewitha narrower margin
compared to 20144 and 2019, Anather
challenge, which he did not face In the
fiest two terms, Is depending on allles
suchas Janata Dal (United) and the Tel-
ugu Desam Party, But desplte these
challenges, the flest 100 days of his
term have been marked by significant

maost eff egy.As aresult, pro-
jects worth €3 trillion were approved
In the 100-day perlod. His focus s to
build and expand roads, rallways,
ports, and the aviatlon networl.,
Among these, Maharashtra's mega
Vadhavan port could be a blg achleve.

ment; [t s expicted tobe one of the top
10 parts globally. The government has
also approved the constructlon or
upgrade of 62,500 kilometres of roads
and bridges, connecting 25,000 vil

lages, with ¥49,000 crore In centeal
asslstance. The foundation stone for

Secondly, the gov
ernance model of this
government has shown a continul

100 days, the government also madea
huge budgetary provision on bullding
Infrastructure for madernlaing agrl
culture, youth employment, and skill
development.

Thirdly, llke in the previous term,
the 100 days have Included moments
of reform bn varlous domalns such as
Justice, governance, and politics, For
Instance, Modi has shown a convietion
and commitment to lmplement one
nathon, one election in this term. In the
recently held cabinet meeting, the
report of the Ram Nath Kovid Com
mittee was accepted and it will be pre
sented In Parliament for discussion
and approval, Such an electoral reform
Is likely to be appreciated by a section
of the public, and It could add to his
Image of belng a bullder of* New Indla®
It I8 true that this proposal would
divide opinlons within the political
class, but the common man might
a}:pre:lale It because It could save
time, money, and effort of both the
people and the state,

The 100 days of this government Is
also being  viewed by political
observers as the reflection of an era of
“soft but committed” Modi regime
with a long-term broad misslon of
vikslt Bharat. The prime minlster Is
treading on his path with consensus,
not confrontation. Due to this

Pr hof bullding the

with the earlier regime of Modl, It ls
working on distributing development
resources on class lines, not caste,
Modi Is lrrlng to orfent the develop
ment initlatives of the government
towards four soclal communities
whom he has termed as castes

youth, poor, peasants, and women.
That ls why, the government s contin
wing to Intensify its earlier palicles
such as Kisan Samman Nidhi and has
taken a dechalon to Increase the minl
mum suppart prices for farmers. In the

government 1s belng compelled at
times to take alonger route for a few of
Its proposed leglslation or declslons
such as the referral of the Waqf
Amendment Bl to a parllamentary
committee and withdrawal of the
Broadeast Bil, elimination of indexa
tion benefit on property transactions,
and ahalt an lateral hiving for govern
ment positions, This may be viewed as
acase of two steps forward, one step
back. A similar teend may continue In
the coming days.

Driving durable transportation

ARJUN DUTT
GAGAN SIDHU

Ively serear
of CEEW Centra for Enargy Finance

PM E-DRIVE features demand-side incentives for
select EV categories, pointing to a push to make
sustainable transport more inclusive in India

THE CABINET APPROVAL of the 'M
Electric Drlve Revolution in Innovative
Vehicle Enhancement (PM E-DRIVE)
scheme marks the next phase n the
evolutlon of national policies qcarcd
towards malnstreaming Indla's sus
tainable mobility transition, Succeed
Ing a transitional scheme in the mid-
dle, PM E-DRIVE Is the eventual
successor to the eardier Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of (Hybrid) and
Electric Vehicles (FAME) 10 scheme, It
will now shepherd a critical aspect of
India's decarbonlsatlon journey, as
road transport accounts for - 10% of

the rise, remains in the single diglts,
And it presents significant varlatlon
among  varlous categorles. For
Instance, electele three-wheelers led all
EV categories n terms of penctration,
exceeding 15%., This was followed by
electric two wheclcta lhc aharc of

polnts to a push to make sustalnable

transport more inclusive In Indla, It

complements this approach with an

Inereased outlay for public charging

Infrastructure, which cuts across EV

calcmm-lcu F !nally. It seeks to Imngc
I:}' Introducing e

personal four
whieelers stood below 506 each in their
respective categories, Meanwhile, elec
tric buses lagged with a penetration
rate below 19,

Given the relatively low share of EVis
overall, continued government sup
port and subsidies still

of|
On :he push for sun:aiml:le public
maobility, ¢-buses appear to be at the
heart of allocations, accounting for
404 of the outlay, Moreover, the
recently approved, complementary
PM-eBus Sewa-Payment Securlty

the country's greenhouse gas emis appear to be necessary to While two- and further boost publice-bus
shong, In dolng so, it will shape the evo advance India's electric adoption by facilitating
lution of the akeey bullding transition. It s three-wheelers private-sector participa-
block of our economy. in this context that the lead in terms of thon through the public

According to the ministry of he new  PM  E-DRIVE rivate partnership route.
Industeies, t uulnmollve}‘!nduam scheme, with an outlay of penatration among P w!tl{, respect Im the
accounts for 7.1% of India’s GDPand  €10,900 crore,should be 8l EV N Gther demand-

provides direct and indirect employ.
ment to 19 millieon people, Notably, the
scheme comes against the backdropof
mixed sentiments  for  electrie
maobility globally,

India's EV transition

PM E-DRIVE Is belng Introduced at
a juncture when India's electric mobil
Ity jJourney has crossed notable mile
stones, According to analysls by the
CEEW Centre for Energy Finance (CEF),
electric vehicle (EV) reglstrations first
crogsed the ane million mark in FY23,
FY 24 saw a further =40% increase in
wolumes over Y23, However, the share
of EVs in overall vehlcle sales, while on

viewed, The outlay Is

Indlia, they slde

for two-

segment tends to service higher
income consumers, for whom range
anxbety Ls posalbly a greater hurdle.

Al these Incentives can be an
important means to catalyse EV vol
umes, For example, a study by CEEW.
CEF found that states with incentives
experienced tweo times better EV
growth compared to these without
such Incentives,

Pushing India's EV transition

Two aspects that could still be
addressed to complement the new
scheme are on the financing front.

The fiest relates to technology risk
perceptions that banks may have. The
second relates to Hmited visibllity on a
secondary resale market for used EVs,
Each of these two aspects can make the
terma of finance more onerous on the
buyer, |:.\rt|cu|arly Impacting the EV
I the most valumes. Poll

approximately the same continue to and three-wheelers have
as that under FAME 11, been retained, albeltat a
Howawver, the new schame require s push reduced combined outl

s applicable over a more
compressed time frame of two years
versus flve (orlginally three years,
extended by a further two years) for its
predecessor, Further, It targets more
unlts, resulting In lower perunit incen
thves than FAMEIL

PM E-DRIVE's contribution
The new schema features demand
slde Incentlves forselect EV categories,
The selectlon of those categories
such as three-wheelers and buses

THE EDITOR

Fix accountability

Apropos of "income disparities

A gravang among states®

(FE, September 21), poltical
accountability should be fixed for the
basics of development ke education,
health, infrastructure, and industry.
Peaple elect governments; therefore,
responsibility should be fixed on
legislators falling to fulfil promises.

religious, caste, and regional blases
rather than report cards of
perfarmance. The public also has a
responsibility in a dynamic
democracy. [fwe lock at the political
scenario of the backward states or
those slipping in GOF, per capita
income, and other parameters, it will
e claar that only caste and religion
swiay public opinion and tons,
Perhaps, it explains your concern on

Sadly, elect

After the turmell of the past few years, th P again,

that lure prople with

One nation, one
election will set the priorities right and

However, electric four
wheelers do not feature in the new
scheme at all. This reflects two differ
ent apy hes for these

cymak Id consider a |
de-risking fund In the case of the far
e, and a buyback fund In the case of
the latter, These could bevaluable com
plementary measures to further boost
the grccnlng of India’s auto sector,

Whila two- and theee-wheelers lead in
terms of penetration among all EV seg

of the policy sup
port fnr electrle mobility In Indla ls
marked by continued commitment,

I hanal A rpal

ments In Indla, they I e
require a push glven the econamic pro
file of the target consumer, For electric
four-wheelers, it appears that batter
and Incentivised public charging
Infrastructure development will drive
the push, This could be because this

save lakhs of crores of rupees that
could go into developmant,
~Winad lohr, New Dl

Fresh flexibility

As the Bharatiya Janata Party
calebrated 100 days in office ofa
government led by Narendra Modi
far tha third successive tima, it
raintained 4 mask of stabdity and
succass. Behind the scenes, thers are
problems, and significant U-turns
prompted by coalition dynamics and

ithes, and an endeavour to broaden accesy
to green mobllity, This could be a potent
formula to unleash the true potential of
sustalnable transportation,

Views are personal

Opposition resistance, The
government's recent withdrawal of
key policies, including the proposed
lateral antry te buresucracy and
madifications to the Wagf Bill, shows a
fresh flexibility that contradicts its
praviaus rigicity. True governance
necessitates negaotiation and
:ampraml:t wh-ch NeCessary fer
‘s dliv

—Anshu Bharn Begusaral
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