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Plethora of U-turns signals
coalition era back for good

Thm is every sign that a consensus approach to issues is back and

-

NOW!, ITE ol CRIME Aemu‘ﬂ'
WOMEN IN DIFFERENT PARTQ
OF THE COUNTRY

here to stay after just 75 days of the Narendra Modi 30 government.

This is a welcome change from the days of the NDA-2 govermment

of 2014-2019 when decisions were unilaterally taken and thrust
upon the peaple.

In just the last month since the presentation of the Budget, the Modi gov-
ernment has taken four U-turns on a range of issues from a pullback on
long term capital gains tax and allied indexation benefit to a change in the
lateral recruitment policy that may be tweaked to bring in reservation to
also serve social justice goals.

The switch to the more ac ble d.emocra[ic norms of the coalition era
post-1968 1= the most deai part of & transformation that has come
about with the results of the Lok S8abha pu]]! of 2024 in which the ruling
BJP returned with a diminished number of seats that way was short of its
crushing numbers of 2019 and a majority of seats in 2004.

Primarily, it may be coalition dharma that hmuﬂn( about & majority
the four quick U-turns, particularly the enes relating to holding t dr‘al’t
Broadeasting Services Regulation Bill for further consultations with
media bodies, including digital media organisa-

‘With allies raising tions, ami clvil soci.e( associations and the [ ]
bjections to the Waqf (4 i that has been sent to a , ‘ I-ETTERS
Wagf bill, the concept Joint Parliamen Omrmut:ee. W
of having to regulate . With alies like TDP, Jan Sena and Chir PROTEST ETHICALLY
Paswan's LJP raising objections to the Wagi
the Muslim beard, bill the concept of having to regulate the
include non-Muslims  Liuslim board, include non-Muslims and severe- . L4 The incident in Gopalganj,
and restrict donation 1y restrict donation of properties has heen Bihar, where a mob
of properties has referred for wider consultation. For the BJP i
| a0 back on its objective of such action repra- attempted to set a bus on
sents the biggest change of heart in the new i i
for wider coalition era. A solution had been hldxamsmad ewitty atthe (11 With students on board,
consultation  The Opposition would like to claim the credit proposed by tha ot af !pe orwiners 15 both heartbreaking and
for forcing a few of the U-turns, specifically the at 15,000 feet, cften with tem-  @mbarrassing. While it is
Wagf Bill since it has so much to do with its minority vote bank. The logic Dalai Lama in 1989 gelamles at minus Al understandable to express
of coalition dharma may, however, have had more to do with three other in his Five-Point Igceescels
three U-turns, including the restoration of indexation benefits in the gen- Peace Plan: The h army has today oOutrage and frustration
eral sale nfpu‘npert) lowering of LTCG. which were needed in a coun- whole of Tibet, hetween 61,000 and To.000 against the government to
L]% with a 'ver; high percentage of tax on everything. ding th " troops posted at the -

e willin ﬁs 55 to accept criticism and examine the issues in greater g the Actual Contral (LAC) China  TUlfil your demands and
detzil after listening to more voices is what makes the Maodi 3 D[gnmem- provinces of Kham and Irsdia then o urge for justice, attempting
ment different E’n:lm its two previous avatars. The functioning of lia: and Amdo, should be  netically develop the infra to b the b ~
ment, with the Opposition wskmgupto\‘.h ossibilities nfdebalmgralher he planet is being  the militarisation of the transformed into a structure on their respective 0 DUIM tNE DUS 15 Com
than boycotts and walkouts, has also helped diverse opinions being heard urned; and whe-  Himalayan range, and for of ‘Ahi 4 sides. The immediste collat: ~ pletely unacceptable. Had
in the House. rever one looks, this India cannat be held ZON@ msa eral damage was to the envi it not been for the timel

Coalition dharma may have brought about this disposition to listen one sees natural  respomsible ronment; this s compound N ¥
rather than railroad ]e,F,lsInt]cm through Parliament and then face the con- and  unnatural  The finger must be pointed el by climate change and intervention of the police,
sequences. The people’s verdict imposing a rule by an alliance of parties (mostly manmade) disas- clearly at our northern  ed the tenth dash to its exist-  wild tourism development. the futures of those stu-
has been instrumental in democracy being in better working order now. ters. It is not oaly the multi-  neighbour. ing nine-dash line claim in Om July 25, India's external
Demaocracy is in better shape now, but governance cannot be indecisive. pbe landslides. lhnl na:umad For centurdes, life went on  the South China Sea...andof — affairs minister 8. dents — who stand by you

While seeking a consensus is only likely to help, NDA-S would have steer in six villages of Wayanad  as usual, but in 1950 the course Arunachal Pradesh Jaishankar met China's - through thick and thin and
clear of pandering to coalition compulsions to extremes that had rendered district of Kerala on .[u]:.- 30,  troops of China's P! I.es and the Aksai Chin ares. eign minister Wang Yi. Mr lead you toward a brighter
UPA-2 ineffective in gpovernance. Such was the extent of a policy drift that but the entire Himalayan le-ara‘tlnn Armiy [nneralmgl) the map Jaishankar underiined the ¥ g
the economy was run down into & situation which may so easily have led belt i disturbed. marched into Tibed. '1'11! mll L o mgﬂmm oy need for “full respect” of the  tomorrow—could have
India into the kind of problems that Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh heavy rains  itary balance of the peaceful ‘S!H-m'! ] LAC; ultimately, bath sides i
have faced in the region. D'Ergmmmua of huill- e as well as the - 305, Hussia and China had  agreed on i\linf gtrang been traglce!lly lost. Please

mu]tmgmlmtsof beal equilibrium quickly — agvesd that the island woakd — guidance isen exercise patience and pur-
mud, water and boulders  started tochange. be split in half and the bor-  meent®. It is, however, doubt-  sue justice in the right way.
cascading down into the val- ~ During  the  following d!rwwldnm initscentre.  ful that it will wanslate in Jakir Hussain
i . " ley. Similarly in the Him- years, thousands of Tibetans Mawvl? 2o, the South  troops  reduction on the

'I‘r l( t t alayas, particularly in Him-  managed to escape their orming Post inoan ground. Kanpur

a_l_n. WOI' ers 0 aVOI Sas erS achal Pradesh and Uttars- colonised land and take ﬁ\lon piece said that  The degradation of the

khand or Arunachal Pra- to India; it included ina must act fast to  Himalayan environment is

dnesday's explosion at a pharma company in a special economic desh, tragic incidents such i [-11113. lee‘[‘s rell reclaim Tost territories’  obviously due to several RED'FACED SHI "DE

‘i‘; zone at Atchutapuram near Visakhapatnam is another wake-up as these are taking place. from Russia®. A hundred uﬂlelelimemﬂ-
call Fnrg\uvemmenm and factories for |mP]em.emmg long: pe'ndinﬁ In most of the cases, wild whnarﬂ\\ed dia l|1 1‘.6» yRars agn, & treaty between  itarisation  triggered THE PUBLIC OUTRAGE over the
worker safety measures to cut down on industrial disasters. The death to development activities have  Then came October 1982,  the then USSR ard China China's hmmnmc l!nden sexual abuse af two four-year-
stood at 18 p . and 3 hurt. Fortunately, many employees were not pre- resulted in these misha when Chinese troo| had abolished the so-called cl!! has beought incaleuls-  old girls in & Badlapur school is a wake-
sant at the explosion slot as it was lunch time. Had it oecurred at any Fur mmple_ 1n }{ tacked India an the Czarist unequal treaties, it le karm to the fragile eco- up call for the rashira govern-

time, the th toll wou! ve been T, rade ironmen- ‘AN sopes, from ar T “Mow, wid S! Em. ment nal inde.

ime, the death toll 1d have been highes ah, some layan shapes; fi the arid ted, and said: “M ith st led by CM Eknath Shinde. The

Thu the official wersion attributes the accident to the reactor, the Ialacl:i\-'lstsh]ﬂﬂ\ehnwnh Laakh regian in the westto  Russian President iuhdnuu' A solution had been pro- Bombay high court on Thorsday
office chlef‘mml!her?‘awsn Kalyan tweeted blaming the leakage Earth magazine that “most  the dense forests in the  Putin bogged down in the  posed by the Dalai Lama in - vodeed serious concers about schoal
of salvent oll hlnsl If it is true, the real canse of the current acci- incidents of natural disas- north-west, the Ukraine war, it may be the 1869 in his FivePoi safety, highlighting that if schools

dent would be & neglipence and empln;-'ee s ignorance.

According to the ﬂmecmra(e general, Factory Advice Service and Labour
Institute, three people die every day in industrial accidents in India. On
average, 1,109 deaths and more than 4,000 injuries were reported in regis-
tered factories each year.

While India has one of the highly lated lahour markets in the warld,
with 15 laws aiming to cover various facets of worker's welfare, the lack of
a unified approach for the chemical industry leaves loopholes in the
enforcement of safety measures.

Acmmsgfm International Labour Organisation, Llax investment in oceu-
pational safety and hes.h.histh.ekeycauseuloc:upariumlucldmrs Most
companies do not have a hensive risk which
creates a kunwle\z]ge %alr hinders assesament of hazard and safety proto-
col. Most inherently risl yJuhs are done by untrained contractual workers,
who lack a pmper understanding of the risks, leading to accidents that
impose huge human, environmental and capital costs on the society.

It is high time that the %wernmem enacts & comprehensive industrial
sa.ﬁe:é{ code, which makes hiring of trained workers mandatory for facto-

paling in hazardous materials.
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ters that ccourred in

In Unm'akhanﬂ. wild con-
struction, mot taking into
apoaumnt the ity of the
mountaing to sustain new
roeads, new hotels and mil-
lions of tourists, has been
ane af the factors tr

Ek‘.

Onebaslz‘rmlnsben
gnman that mountains are

f%mgnver the Hnualayan
range, ane has
sion that the mnwmvemi

ever, on the ground, fhse Hi-
m; are in grave
e
lavan passes have been criss-
crossed by adventurers, pil-
ims, traders, monks or ho-

ing all that time the environ-

ment was not disturbed.
Angther factor has fo be

taken into consideration &

The conflict was !bon_1]'usl
ane month, but violent. M
than 60 yedrs after the evens,
itis s.ull desgly engraved in
the Indian psyche.

It had i ble conse-

quences. for the mountains
and the passes were
closed, trade and pulgﬂmage
roltes stopped an
nications were cut bam
nnrﬂ)ern India and the
tan platesn. India now
harl a bully instead of a
firiend as a neighbaur.

At the beginning, very few
woeried about the envirn-
ment mlddgiagess;ummc'lll-
mate L it the
Chinese occupation slowly
started to have dissstrous

consequences far  the

Himalayan ecalogy.

Today, it 15 nat anly India
who is under threat of the
Chinese “salami tactics”

over a few kilome-
territory at a time).

On Augusl n m China
released a “starvdard
map”. T‘hz map mdudzﬂ Tai-
wan and parts of the mar-
itime zones of the Philip-

pines, Vietnam, Bruned, Ind-
nnesls. and Malaysia, If add

‘aggressiveness,
from August 2 to 4, some
Japanese fighter planes had
to scramble to cope with a
infrusion into Japanese air-
space over the

Okhotsk, the Sea of J;

the East l:hula Sea

Paci
ples could be multi-
plied. India, like several
ather pouniries, has no alter-
native but to defend itself.
As a Tesult, the Himalayas.
have becomee one of the most
militarised regions in the
woeld. Despite several hilat-
eral agreements between
India and China, in May

m China practic-
“ealami” sl in five
d.1 exent areas of Ladakh,

Many be]m\eﬂmnmegen
era] i search n(p(nlnm:lnn
nperatmn o Pmmem Xi
Jmping. These few kilome-
tres here and there would
ng strategic depth to the

int Peace
Plan: The whole nf Tibet,
including the  eastern
provinees of Kham and
Amda, should be trans-

plained: “The Emhl.ls}mmu
af a peace zone in Tibet

ble India also to withdraw
troops and mili installa-
tions from the Himalayan
regions hom Tibat.”
A “Fone of Ahimea" woakd
he a great boom for the
ﬁ enviranment,
hutm !tlm!bemg.]tnml
remain a dream.

Claude Arpi is
Distinguished Fallow at the
Contre of Excellence for
Himalayan Suld.ms S.hn'

Nadar Insti
D'.nmeJxErDeh‘u} .md
writes on fndia, China,
Tihet and Indo-French

relations

aren't safe, discussions on the right o

education lese significance. This situa-

tion is extremely shocking. The court

came down heavily an Badlapur

police, ask;?g why there was a delay in
recording

Sankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal

COALITION DHARMA

THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT has
withdrawn lateral entry into the services
due to the coalition government’s pres-
sure after the Wagf and Broadeasting
Bills. The abjective was to appoint these
with private sector expertise to high-level
EEMI positions. In previous years,

inclusion ndexpen_'.m ﬂlehmml:ra

oy was referred to think-
mg However, dug m lhE ]ack af trans-

in the selection process, protests
erup . And too, the Eovernment

but also sent the Broad
Bill to & iamentary
ment. This shows the
ticn has n tx accept the lessons of
coalition politics. Way to ga!

not caly medified its judgment oo the
waquL}l

Jamshedpur
Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins 2500, Email:
asianage.lettersagmail.com.

Zahid Hussain

View from |
Pakistan

Gen. Bajwa hand
evident in fall
of both Imran

& Nawaz Sharif &=

have been few instances in Pakistan's
where an chief has bowed out
w:ﬂnmgernmﬂng:my This might

a country where the

hshrﬂmmtxm‘them ly irvolved

ired Gen. Javed

h&n among the must controver-

=ial A “ hlnwtmmis ing now is

mal.esa pansible by both
o i res)

sh‘l&; af paL'ltln!l divlde for the fall IrgM

Both accuse him of deceit.

ve governments.
e retived almost two years ago after
two terms as Army chief, the controversy sur-
rounding his contenthons tenure refuses to die
down. The recent arvest of his and former
IS chief, retived Lt-Gen. Faiz , who is now
Mngﬁeld:mmm‘ﬂnl.haamnﬂm.mjmm

Nw revelations have emerged about
ltm.tmtheﬂsﬂafrwnhm

Emm mr@mmm
"Em

in 207 and his subsequent conviction in a
b\‘.nnhynfl:rhuhul cases, his nemesis Imran Khan
for his government's

downtall
¥, ltwasGe!LBa.\wanmbeeﬂ
eredited far the former cricket captain in
power through an engineeved election in 018, He

ST
on 'm ng ical set-up
i mwﬁmmmﬂ,

palitical allisnces. ]t
was not mevely the declaration cdmmmyl;{
military ]Hﬂmsldp that led to the collapse
three-and-a-half-yeardong hybedd arvangement; 1r|
fact, theve was active en) t bertween the then
T Tl
a
the ahury of how Gen.

ﬁmmmmmﬂnmhedpmthyﬂ!mm

Minister Nawaz Sharif, despite being much
lower on the seniority list. [t was on the assurance
of retived Maj -Gen. ljaz Amjad. his father-inlaw,
that Gen. Bajwa was appointed.

an Army chief is not expected to be loyal to
but his own institution. And ‘:‘W

anyone
s exactly

Same months later, Sharif was ousted via the
Court. There was little doubt that the

ngshﬁtmedmtmmhaddwmﬂ
ing af the establishment. 1 remember a
Bajwa months after his tak-
was expected to deliver

its mltng o tl‘!ag.:rlfmmd it spemed certain

Bajwawnaﬂmdnf
holding forth for hours on end on national and
international :amuf,ﬂwpﬁMMdmdmmmm

any complex challenges the country
%

GmBaJnaIanermldmemmnwasthmnfme
institution that Inran Khan should be supported. A
mwh:r'hrld!mmnumetntnhe s['tertbejmﬂ
elections with the formation of EOVErTImEnL
ﬂmmﬂﬂ\emlhsﬂdmgnfﬂwmxﬂlymhltsh
ment. But there were some inherent ions

gave me some insight inte the widening cleavage
the establishment

that remained the main sticking point.
was also unhappy with Khan over

t he

demteduhblsddm to fowedgm poli

oy issues, He seemed upset Iﬂm'sue]ump:]n:

mﬂmm:ukmdmnﬂm'miummt

to Pakistan's interests.

By then, it seemed that the had

:E\ed a channel with r.'hem }){NIE e ip, as

confirmed . me i3

his frequent mﬁ% Shehbaz Sharif for

whom developed a strong ik Hem]rlme

mﬁmﬁmﬁnn&tmmmumm

H sisnurl-:sm'a‘md story about his meeting with
o a t
Maulana Fazlur Rehman. Ac

o the general,
theonly request by the JUI-F ‘was that ha

in the s started emerging,
PM trying to assert his position and taking some

decisions which came into conflict with the estab-
lishment's views.
A long mesting with Gen. Bajwa in October 2001

remave the Khan government. There was no doubt
smm'smmmﬁmbmmmm
never

— By arrangement with Dawn
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IBC defeated

Promoter tactics to scuttle process, the main problem

he Insolvency and Bankruptey Code is
T premised on the idea of taking a speedy

decigion onwhether sick units should be
revived or liquidated, so that capital is efficiently
allocated, Its chief feature lies in easing out the
promoter, often at the epicentre of the problem, to
speed up transfer of control or liquidation, But eight
years after the code, most cases are mired in
long-drawn litigations (initiated largely by
promoters) leading to inordinate delays,

According tolatest data from Insolvency
and Bankruptey Board (April-June
newsletter), average time taken for approval
of resolution plans (from the date of
admission of the application) is now 761
days as on end-June 2024; more than double
the time taken in the pre-Covid period in
March 2009, It has been rising sharply since
March 2023, when it was 611 days. Apart
from the statutory limit of 330 days being
relegated to the background, the de lays are
getting worse, Besides, there is no data on
pre-admission delays — which could amount
toayear, according to insolvency
|1ru1| mals. Malafid: li
onsuch delays to 'i'tl'l[!ﬂ'ld. assets of thL
company. This costs creditors dear —
financial ereditors in particular, Average
sation has dropped to 32 per cent of
admitted claims, down from 43 per ce
March 2019, As as result, many financial
creditors serle for large
withdraw the case. The v
liquidation is exacerbated by delay In tht
entire process,

Promoters at risk of losing their company
have found ways to game the system. Despite
Section 29A which debars promoters from
taking part in insolvency resolution, they
have devised ways to scuttle the system,
They ofte e litigation immediately
after thei sncy commencement date, or
challenge quidation or resolution
orders, ppeals against corporate
insolvency resolution plans (CIRPs) or
liguidation orders as a priovity item in the
appellate authority or even the Supreme
Court could reduce delays. Frivolous
complaints from promoters can be checked
by mandating that promoters who have not
filed their statutory returns, paid statutory
dues, or fail vo cooperate with insolvency
professionals will not be allowed to livigate,
neial creditors need to play an active
role inwatching for carly distress signals to
reduce resolution time and protect value,
These include non-filing of audited accounts,
ineome tax returns and tax audit reports,
large borrowings — far above the bank
lending rate — from non-banking sources
and non-payment of statutory dues such as
GST, PF, TDS, ete, Information from the
portals concerned should be linked so that
compliance status is reflected in one place,
Delays also arise on account of problems in
the NCLT with respect to vacancies and, at
times, lack of technical competenc
members, Separate benches inthe NCL
deal exclusively with real estate and
company law related issues, respectively, will
free up the remaining benches for IBC cases,

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

ADITYA SINHA

nelustrial policy often walks a
tightrope between overreachand
neglect. Excessive government
intervention can kead to market
distortions, dampen competitive
dynamics, and foster inefficiencles,
wurning the econamy inte a burcaucratic
drag, Yet, a laissez-faire approach can
leave market faflures like negative
externalities and public goods
under-provided, destabilising the
economy. The key 1s to apply yust the
right amount of regulatory nudge —
enough to correct market fallures and
pulde resource allocation efficiently, but
noet so much that you kill the that's
supposed v Ilyllﬂﬂmqq:sf:“‘
India's industrial policy
post-Independence, much lke the
absurdity in Alice i Wonderland and the
oppressive control in Crwell's 1984,
ereated a system where progress was
vrapped in o maze of bureaucracy, The
Industries (Development and
Regulation) Act of 1951 birthed the
“license-permit rf," where every
|ndllﬂlrllll|fh\ll|oll required government
approval, turning ambition intoa
bureaucratic hurdle. The Monopolies
and Restrictive Trade Practices (MRTT)
Actof 1969 and the Foreign Excha
Regulation Act (FERA) of 1973 further
restricted growth and isolated Indian
industries from global competition,
Intended wo protect nndl‘mlltrgrtmlh

ol

businessl
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The case for anew
industrial policy

PRIORITY SHIFT. India needs a policy that will facilitate sustained economic
growth and transform the country into a global manufacturing hub

Incentive (PLI) scheme ks often seen as
an industrial policy, it primarily offers
financial incentives o
manufacturing in specihic sectors and
does not fully address the broader
structural challenges needed o
rransform India into a global
manufacturing hub,

There amsfwmlrcwmlwh lndia
needsan ind . The first

and redirected business efforts towards

reason is gmundml in llm:xh‘tlnrwal\l.

navigating regulat bitacles rather
Ilun{nmpﬂlnxlnlh’cmn!hﬂ.'lﬂl
legacy of excessive control and
ineffickency is precisely why industrial

policy has carned a bad nane n India. It

s often vilified asa harbinger of

ineficiency and protectionism,
However, the recent of

economists 1|ﬁ' W Arthur Lewds and
Albert © Hirschman emphasise that
economic development involves
ransitioning from agriculture to
manufacturing and services, India's
economie structure remains skewed

Industrial policy, nl‘lcrupcr!nduf

rowards which employsa
slinpmpunhnlnlc vmskfurn du‘[n:

decline, Is driven by a gl
of market-driven appmdm andthe
challenges posed by vechnological
dllrupth:n cconomic stagnation, and

itical competition, pﬂr|||.'\l'|ru'lr
wll China, Developing

GDR

WY GO FOR A NEW POLICY
Awell-designed indust nulrllw)' can
gulukthnmnwwmlmns ormation,
shift towards more

disilbusioned witht wwmhlng:nu
Consensus, seck proactive government
interventions to EI\\-nI:’)' and upgrade
their sconomies, while advanced

athon, mu,.q“[

productive sectors essential for
sustalned economic growth, There are
three reasons why India should come up
with anew Industrial polic

First, Romer {1990) and Lucas
(1968) provide a basis for understanding
hwgm\.'mmeul Iuler\nml.on:'an foster

with mlnxumrruahul technological
ransfer and competition, s prom,
both protectionist measures and calls
for stronger industrinl strategies in the
U'c and!‘unw m'hm-lmlcaluhamm,

[urllbcrcnmhnalmhumﬁ
i involvement in shaping
rmnomh activities,

While the Production Linked

dledge spillovers,

India’s economic structure
remains skewed towards
agriculture, which employs

a disproportionate workforee

despite contributing a
declining share of GDP

leading to sustained economie growth.

Second, Stiglite and Greenwald
(20014} In=C mnlm:nl.m!mnu ‘iocle‘ly
provideatl i

strategic investments in high-tech
inddustries (Lin, 2012), The phenomenon
ufp(cm;nurm!unduunnlluunn as

d by Dand Itodr!l woocurs when

Angdustrial policy by der huw |
learning and i i dog i mmhfmwlmmw
processes that require nt levels feally industrialised

support, Their work is Rm:lmllw dataon
productivity growth in sectors whcﬂ-
4

mations, This can lead to a situation
'W‘lll‘ll‘ economies fil to fully explodt the

state invervention facili
vransfer and skills dr\‘:]npm:nl

i:(- pains from
lnl\.' trnmilmnlng wa

particularly in ind has
electronics and sutomotive
manufacturing in countries like Japan
and Germany.

Third Jouph\llglllmmlt.mw
Akerlof have extensively written about
the inefficiencies in resource allocation
driven by Information asymmetries,
externalities, and the public mdn
problem. In India, these marl

ol

resulting
in h:wcr overall growth nmnlmilﬂljug
creation,

Fifth, the Developmental State
Theory of Amsden (1989) and Johnson
(1982), provides historical evidence of
the elfectivencss of industrial policiesin
rivin, id industrialisation in Fast
Asia, with data showing significant
Increases in GDP FI’ capltaand

P A y .ud nt bn

d in these

hand
development (R&D) and infrastructure,
where private firms underinvest because
they cannot fully capture the returms on
theirinvestments.

Information asymmetry leads 1o
suboptimal investment in R&D, while
the non-excludable nature of
infrastructure deters private sector
involvement, resulting in ppun

foels of active

state intervention,
Slerh Lot a deld exvlored

by seholars like Edward Luttwak, :

o achbeve xmpu’l‘iliml objectives,
Economic strength is a critical
component of national securityina
mailtipolar world, India’s industrial
tapdﬂllllrl. [w‘tkuhﬂ)' instrategic

essential services, llmmr SOCHOrs e nclurlna.

ol el 1
market-oriented mdlm rianqu) can m:lnnulogks nn:vmmlnl for
strategically target these 1 strategie an
by providing selective incentives and :lemdcpmh ncy on forelgn powers,
fosteringa more favourable business Anindustrial policy that prioritises

environment,

Fourth, emplrical studics inthis
domain show that countries with active
||1d.|ulr|:ﬂpsln.mtmn!l.eeuporlrme

these sectors can align economic growth
with nathonal security objectives.

Thawte B Offca snSpecDuty sewchat

higher rates of total factor g
growth, as seen in the uwo[( hina's

Wierw e pevsonal

BEPS pillar two law will apply to Indian MNCs

India is yet to formally adopt the OECD’s minimum tax law, but Indian multinationals will have to pay up

—
Uikarsh Trivedi

neof the expectations from the
O Budget was the likely

announcement of the Pillar
Two law, However, that was not to be,
T‘lu'rnimciuullmnun whether
Tnidla-by Jrinastanal i
(MNEs, or MNCs) will be absolved of
Pillar Two related compliances,
Pillar Tweos is a part o Ilu'l\w-pllllr
| develoned by th 4

for Ecenomie Coo
Development (OECD) Inclusive

¥ ki ingg 14

o combat the issue of Base Erosion and
Profit Shifting (BEPS). It seeks to ensiire
that MNEs, with consolidated annual
revenes of €750 million or more, [\Irrnl
least 15 per cent tax in each jurisdiction
they operate in. To nmlmlhls.nn\'

top-up tax (that is, the ‘top-up’ amount
necded to bring the overall tax on the
profits in each jurisdiction up to the
minimam Effective Tax Rate (ETR) of 15
per eent) will be collected through the
Income Inclusion Rube (1R},
Undertaxed Profits Rule (UTPR) or
through Qualified Domestic Minimum
Top-up Tax (QDMTT).

Budget 2024 proposes the withdrawal
of the 2 per cent Equalization Levy
(EQL) on overseas e-commieree m?liu
or services. [n the post-Budget bricfi
the Finanee Minister clarified tha
is close to finalising the global
negothations on Pillar One and Pillar
Two and has hence withdrawn EQL.
have adopted

nto their begislation
countries™), but there

(“implementin
has been no policy snnouncement on

Pillar Two so far in India,

IMPACT ANALYSIS

Despite the lack of a formal
announcement, India-basod M
having presence in implement
countries, will be required to undertake
Pillar Two related compliances. Assume
an India-based MNE has revenue of
more than €750 million with
subsidiaries in the UK, the UAE and
Bangladesh. Since the UK has
incorporated Pillar Two law, the group Is
inseopeof Pillar Two and is required to
calculate Plllar Two ETR for cach of the
four countries, In case the ETR of any of
the four countries, inchuding India, is
besa than 15 per cent, a“top- ll;l'llax'
liabilivy under Pillar Two could arise.

BE READY, To file disclosures, tax

That Inddia and the UAE have not
adopted Pillar Two and Bangladesh is
motan Inclusive Framework member, is
mot relevant. This would require the
Indian MNE group to undertake an
immediate impact analysis of the Pillar
T law and provide for “top-up taxes",
il'ln)'.ln its consolidated books of

BCCOH

I.'Imugh Indlia has not yet notified
mandatory disclosure of Pillar Two
impact in lts financial statements, most
countrics have mandated such
disclosures under the IFRS 1ocal
country GAAP standards. It would be
ideal for an Indian MNE o undertake
such disclosures in its financial

statements if it s likely vo have a “top-up
tax”in the implementing countrics.

Recently, Belgium has come upwith a
mandatory Pillar Two registration
requirement for in-scope MNE groups,
having any presence in Belgium. Similar
requirement has also been brought in by
the UK. Indian MNEs witha presence in
Belgium UK will have to obstain Mllar
Two registrations and undertake
complianees, Other implementing
countries ane also likely to follow suit
and come upwith the requirement of
obtaining Pilllar Two registrations

Indian MNEs will also be required to
dile CGloBE Information Retums (GIR) in
the implementing countries within 15
months, after the end of the fiscal year
(18 maonths for the transitional year),
even inabsence of any such requirement
in India, A QDMTT local tax return filing
will likely also be needed in jurisdictions
where QDMTT isin place,

With the abolition of 2 per sent EQL,
Indiahas indicated its commitment to
two-pillar solutions. The absence of
Pillar Two announcement in the Budget
dhoes mot absolve Indian MNEs from
Pillar Twocompliances elsewhere,

Thee weriter it Partner, Delostte india
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Evolution of products
Apropos ‘Why being a product
naation helps” (Auguit 22), it was

PIOCOLYPHNg, And feal i customer
Feedback slows all stages to be
ackdressed in parallel

learn modern techniques 1o discover
new deugs Such teamwork will
gartainky open doors 1o inncvathe

over bo other hecrative orops, unce
uprocting od-palm brees i a
herculoan task

1ot be made to pursie them, Any
discipling has vahue inthe job market
o studard approaches it

1
Insightiul toanchor the dewcussion Nandagopal i solutions and nesw markets. Rajiv Magal o withenthusiasm

arcund Stan Shilfs curve, Tolurther  Ghems P Victor Selvara) My Viingn, Kaevatsia S Ramakrishnasayes

strengthen the narrative, Clayton Palmpukotis, TH [

Christensen’s Product Evolution Tech in pharma sector Career guidance vital

Cycle could alo have been This rifers ko ‘indian pharmacy’s Oil-palm hrlll.l'l m This rafers to ' Career gubdance i a Simplify IT process
Incorparated quest’ (August 22) In this digitalera,  This refers 1o Being; in programme’ This refers to "Sitharaman calls for
This cyche expl 4 wcdible oily’ (August 21). Among (_Mn“ 27). Career guidance In shmplying tax noticed, and fadter

avoba trough dilfrent stages s and areificial inteligence are

they matuse narkedt, fogusing R s

o howihey meet customer needs across the glabe, Indian

owver teme. By applying the Product pharmac eutical companies can also
A Evolution Cycle, Indian companies use these high-tech Lools Lo increase

Q could develop iy ¥, i and enting

reliabiliy, convensence, and production cycke of medicines. Alsa,

w-awmw-a--wumw pobal colabarations and

b Leveraging P ¥ J

domestic pharma companies 1o

witseed culthvators, only palm-od
Farmeers are facing hardahips In view
of the crop pattern, which it lang
Eerm and not casily reversible.
Coconut fanmers are much better

placed. Unless the government

schools is indispensable for shaping
thie haimuan capital and econcmic
Future of any nation. India i not an
encoption to the rule, Drawing from
ity G gxpariences a5 a teacher, it i
important that children are clear
recognises thew phght and ssures about their anéer choked when
Ehem subratantial and long- !cml they complete their tenth standard
Incentives, it i ey Astu Nt e aptitude
Tarmvers may once an for ol switch for seherce and mathematics should

reuands’ (August 22), Whike earlber
ITRS could b hled by onesel, it now
requires professianal help, The ITR:2
runs into about 34 pages and
Invchudes complex concepts lie
pass-through income. The tendency
o frequently change tax slabs ard
rates rwst be eschevwed

W Vijayhoumar
Ll

“Eight tables, one chair, and seven
Al systems...ASAP!”

i
uplc development, rapid
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Foreigners detected
in FT in Assam from
1971 to 2014

47,928

reply to a
query by AGP MLA Ponakan Baruah, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said the
Forelgners Tribunal (FT) detected the
highest number of foreigners in Cachar. sn

CHENNAL = www.thehindu.com = Friday, August 23, 2024

Text&Context
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Hydropower projects
damaged due to flash
floods in Himachal

Himachal Praclesh have suffered

l Hydroelectric projects in

damage due to flash floods.
since July 25, with some being affected
multiple timies over the past 10 years,
Experts are calling for disaster risk
analyses to be conducted. «n

Number of
Palestinians killed in
Gaza since October 7

40,265

deaths in the previous 24 hours, accordiﬂg
to the Health Ministry in Hamas-run Gaza,

AR least 93,144 people have been wounded
in the Gaza Stap. s»

= HINDU

People staying in relief
camps due to heavy
rains in Tripura

65.400:

hawve died and two others went missing in

Tripura following heavy rainfall in the past

few days. Thousands have taken shelter at
450 relief camps in the State. m

Follow us € facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the hindu

Decline in number of
Indian students going
to UK. for studies

Oﬂim statistics revealed that

2 Indians are beginning to show
signs of being put off applying to UK.
univiTsities amid greater migration

curbs. #m

in per cent. The latest Home

ORI Y THE M AT TN

A look at ongoing Indian space missions

Over the past vear, ISRO has made significant strides with several key missions: the Aditva L1 spacecraft began studyi

Lagrange point, while the Gaganyaan TV-DI mission successfully demonstrated crew safety systems

FULL CONTEXT

Pradeep Mohandas
The story so far:

fier a busy 2023, things have
been quiet at Sriharikota,
India’s spaceport. But silence

here doesn't mean India’s
space programme itself has been
dormant. A lot has been happening since
the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) sucoessfully landed the lander of
its Chandrayaan 3 mission, Vikram, on
the surface of the moon. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has declared this date,
August 23, India’s National Space Day.

Highlights in the last year

Aditya Li: India followed its lunar
sucoess with the successful launch of its
solar science mission Aditya-Ll on
September 2, 2023, The launch was the
easiest part of the mission, onboard
ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLY). The spacecraft executed a series
of manoeuvres to move inte an orbit
around the first earth-Sun Lagrange point
(L1} on January 6, 2024. It completed its

«orbit around L1 on July 2, 2024. It
studied a solar storm in May 2024
together with observatories on the
ground and spacecraft in lunar orbit.

Gaganyaan TV-DI: 15RO used a
modified L-40 Vikas engine to build its
Test Vehicle (TV) that it used to perform
the first abort mission on October 21,
2023, as part of its ‘Gaganyaan® human
spaceflight mission. The mission
demonstrated the ability of the Crew
Escape System (CES) to separate from the
TV, take the crew module to safety, and
the crew module’s ability to decelerate
before splashing down in the Bay of
Bengal. The crew module at the test's end
was recovered by the Indian Navy vessel
INS Shakhi,

XPoSat: ISRO celebrated the new year
with the Laanch of its X-ray Polarimeter
Satellite (XPoSat) on January 1, 2024. The
satellive will study how radiation from
various celestial objects is polarised. Itis
the second such space-based observatory
after NASA's Imaging X-ray Polarimetry
Explorer (IPEX), launched in 2021. The
two instruments on board XPosar, called
XSPECT and POLIX, began operating on

January 5 and 10,

INSAT-3DS: ISRO launched the
meteorological satellite INSAT:3DS on
February 17 onboard a Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV). This
mission was important to prove the
vehicle's eredibility before the eritical
NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar
(NISAR) mission, now expected to launch
in early m’\. This version of the GSLYV

Maiden test flight of Gaganyaan mission

The first uncrowed Gaganyaan flight is expected inlate 2024

_,l r—
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had ly successfully the
NS DI satellite in 2023,

RLV-TD: ISRO used a downscale
version of the Reusable Launch Vehicle,
called Pushpak, to conduct two landing
experiments — LEX-02 and LEX-03 - on
March 22 and June 7 at its Aeronautical
Testing Range in Challakere, Karmataka,
The tests simulated landing condit

i the use of reflections from a
global satellite navigation system for earth
observation, and one ultraviolet
dosimeter and alarm to be tested ahead of
their use in the Gaganyaan crew module.

ISRO roadmaps
Aln:l Iu.nduu over optmwnal
o N

from space by dropping the Pushpak
vehicle from a Chinook helicopter, in
LEX-02 alonyg its landing path and in
LEX-03 500 metres to one side. Successes
in these tests gave ISRO the confidence to
maove on to the ‘Orbital Return Flight
Experiment’.

SSLV: O Aargust 16, 1SRO launched the
third and final development flight of the
Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV),
placing the EOS-08 and the 5R-0 Demosat
satellites in orbit. With two consecutively
sucoessful test flights, 1ISRO declared the
S5LVs development complete and
green-lit its transfer to industry. E0S-08
carried three payloads: one for earth
observation in the infrared range, one to

cM g
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pace India, Lid.
{M.ILJ 15RO has pricritised research. In
Decemnber 2023, ISRO Chairman S,
Somanath announced a 25-year roadmap
until 2047 for Gaganyaan. It intersects
with the lunar exploration roadmap in the
form of an Indian landing on the moon by
2040. Mr. Somanath also shared a lunar
exploration roadmap that includes -
apart from a erewed lunar mission - a
sample-return mission, a long-duration
mission on the moon's surface, docking
with NASA's Lunar Gateway (under the
Artemis programme), and building moon
habitars.

nyaan
One of ISRO's primary focus areas of late
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SOURCE: ISR

has been to train its astronaut-candidates,
or Gaganyatris, for spaceflight.

Prime Minister Modi revealed the
candidate’s names on February 27: Wing
Commander Shubhanshu Shukla and
Group Captains Prashanth Nair, Ajit
Krishnan, and Angad Pratap.

Earlier this month, Mr. Shukla and Mr.
Nair travelled tothe U3, for advanced
training ahead of a flight to the
International Space Station (IS5). Mr.
Shukla is likely to fly in this mission, with
Mr. Nair as his designated backup. The
mission will be conducted by Axiom
Space, a private company, with inputs
from NASA and using SpaceX's launch
vehicle and erew capsule. The flight i
scheduled for 2025,

15RO has also planned at least four
more abort tests using its Test Vehicle
before the historic crewed flight. The first
uncrewed Gaganyaan flight is expected in
late 2024,

Mr. Somanath's roadmap also includes
plans to build an Indian space station
called the "Bharativa Antariksh Station’

s L -

(BAS) by 2035,

MNext-generation Launch Vehicle

Since India is aspiring to both the BAS and
a full-fledged lunar programme, it
requires a new launch vehicle that can
deliver heavier payloads per launch than
its PSLY or GSLV rockets. This is set to be
the Next Generation Launch Vehicle
(NGLV).

ISRO set up a team led by 5. Shvakumar
that submitted a project report to the
Union Cabinet in February with a request
for funding and details of the NGLY,
including manufacturing requirements,

ISRO has planned for NGLY to be a
three-stage lunch vehicle powered by a
semi-cryogenic engine, a liquid engine,
and a eryogenic engine. ISR doesn’t plan
to continwe the use of the GSLV once the
NGLY is ready. The PSLY is already under
production by a private consortium led by
Larsen & Toubro and Hindustan
Aeronautics, Lid.

This said, ISRO is developing a
semi-cryogenic engine for the LVM-3
rocket = another name for the GSLV Mk
11 - to enhance its launch capability. On
May 2 and 21, it successfully tested the
engine’s pre-burner ignition test article.

NSIL missions

ISRO is focusing on research because NSIL
has been tasked with conducting missions
and chaperoning commercial activities.
On May 1, ISRO transferred all commercial
activities related to Indian Remote
Sensing satellite data and products to
NSIL.

NSIL signed an agreement with SpaceX
1o launch the GSAT-20/GSAT-N2 satellite,
LVM-3 currently can't launch this
4,700-tonne machine. SpaceX is expected
to launch it in August 2024,

On May 10, NSIL released a request for
qualification for the production of LVM-3
through a public-private partnership and
signed a dedicated launch service
agreement with an Australian private
space company to launch the SSLV.

Private space missions

Agnikul Cosmos successfully lnched its
SoRTeD-01 vehicle from its launch pad at
the Satish Dhawan Space Center in
Sriharikota on March 21. This was the first
launch of a vehicle powered by a
semi-cryogenic engine as its first stage
from Indian soil.

Skyroot Aerospace is progressing
towards the launch of its Vikram 1 rocket.
1t had previously pressure-tested
solid-fuel engines between May and July
2024 and launched a test vehicle called
Vikram § from Srihariketa on November
18, 2022,

Dhruva Space and Bellatrix Aerospace
flew their experiments on the fourth and
final stage of the PSLV-C58 mission on
January 1.

IN-SPACe

In the last year, there have been several
notable policy updates and licences
issued by India’s new space regulator,
IN-SPACe. Most importantly, it released
the “Norms, Guidelines, and Procedures
for Authorisation of Space Activities’ on
May 3.

It also granted the country’s first
satellite broadband licence to Eutelsat
OneWeb on November 21, 2023, and the
first licence for a ground station as a
service to Dhruva Space on July 15,

Firully, on February 21, the
Government of India amended its foreign
direct investment (FDM) policy to allow
100% direct FDI in all space and
spaceflight segments except for a T4%
ceiling in satellite manufacturing and
operations and 49% in launch
infrastructure.

Pradeep Mohandas is a technical writer
and space enthusiast in Pune

x solar radiation from the earth-Sun

THE GIST

-

5RO made major progress
with misskons ke Adtya L1 for
selar rescarch, Gaganyaan
TW-Dr] testing crow safety, and
XPoSat for X-ray studses.

4

Successful launches and tests.
inclade the SSLV's final
development flight, the
INSAT-3D5 meteorclogical
sateflite, and the FLV-TD
Landing experiments.

-

15RO is focused on its 25-year
raadmap for Gaganyaan, a new
Hext Generation Launch
Vehicle, and the Bharatiya
Aritariksh Station by 2035.

-

NSIL manages commercial
isgions, and private
companies like Agnikul Cosmas
and Skyroot Atrospace are
advancing their own space
technologies.

-

Hew policies and licerses ane
boosting private sector
panticipation and foreign
imvestment in India’s space
sector.



CONTRAPUNTO
How's bringing an astersid back to

exploration? It's now turned into a nlmwwehnce
exercise, at |he cost of outward exploration

Back To Politics

No party seems in pole position in J&K. Expect
much intrigue post-poll, and fragile coalitions
III their brief press briefing vesterday, on their first visit to

JEK after polls were announced, Congress chiel Kharge and

parliamentary LoP Rahul Gandhi were markedly short. The two
eaptured the tightlippedness, and jitters, expected in the ran-up to
the JEK elections that start Sep 18, Rahul's casual comment that
Congress hadexpected statehood would be restored befone elections
was no passing remark. Soon after revoking Article 370, BJP had
=aid it would restore statehood at the right time. But in the 10 years
sinee the last assembly polls, what elections mean, and what J&K
reclaiming statehood can mean, havechanged.

On elections | Since 2004, both J&K's state parties Mehbooba
Mufti's PDP and the Abdullahs® NC stand whittled. Neither, as of
mow, has the influence to singlehandedly ng any meaningful
haul of seats to the S-seat assembly: In 2004, PDP formed govt with
BJE. PDIMs now losing footing fighting both NC and BJP. NC has
cadres, but sort of waflleson its politics -
its manifesto makes the meaningless
promise of restoration of Article 370,
When Sajed Lone and Altaf Bukhari
don't see major political damage in
hobnobbing with BJE it can be assumed
NC here ig barking up the wrong chinar.

Coming to BJE while it remains
B yppopular in the Valley it has retained
its hold on Jammu. Upshot: BJPs base is firm in Jammu, but vote
shares in Kashmir are seattersd between a number of hyperlocal
parties, including UAPA-secused Enginecr Rashid's, His shock win
in Baramulla LS seat (he took 15 of 18 assembly segments) was
an example of politicians with separatist tendencies embracing
democrat e processes - a poster child for ballot-over-bullet’, But his
winequally captured the deepdisafection among the people.

Om statehood | It is almost certain no single party will have a
majority of 46 seats. Mo matter what govi gets cobbled together,
it will be in a J&K that is a UT with a legislature, In July, MHA
amended J&K's Transaction of Business Rules to enhance LG's
powers, giving him final say in all matters related to police, public
arder, transfers and postings. BJP reckons it's goingtobea win-win,
whether it calls the shots in the new legislature or not, But LG vs
new govt battles are likely Fragile alliances built on political
compulsions are the order of theday inJ&K. Rahul’s comment - it
atough time for J&K - could apply to political parties as well.

Price Of Intervention

Regulators can look at pricing. But be careful
of creating market disruption

ommerce minister Piyush Goyal's eriticism of multinational
&cnmmnrmpla;mﬂnr predatory pricing”, which he argued
momand-pop player revivesan
old debate in thiscountry: It's true e-commerce giants have been accu-
sed of such tactics even in developed economies. But underlying this
Issue is a more fund. 1 one. Market bes are governed by
demand and supply and pricing (s best left (o the interplay of those
forces. And govis and regulators must be very cautious about interve:
ming in pricing mechanisms. Global and local experience suggests
that price controls can lead to shortages, inferior product quality and
illegal markets. Price interventions may have good intentions but
they often result in bad outcomes, as o World Bank paper said.
Markets need free play | There are
also several benefits of a market mecha-
nism to consider here. For instance, the
C-COMIMETee boom has not just beena boon
DWB forconsumers but also helped with forma-
lisation and digitisation of economy and
generated more than, by one estimate,
15mn jobs. Inthe telecom sector, its theentry of an Indian behemoth
with aggressive pricing in 2006 that led to a fall in tariffs and data
revolution in India. The sector, which has seen tariffs rise again, is
alse prool that beating competition with such a strategy has its
limits. Fact is nocompany can indefinitely keep suffering losses to
wainmarket share.

Regulate but with caution | Besides, what's the line that
separates competitive pricing from predatory or over pricing? We
neid very sound and efflcient regulatory systems to make such
distinctions and balance market sanctity with ensuring a sector
doesn't turn into a monopoly. There will certainly be cases where
regulators need to step in. Take for instance, the issue of surge
pricing by taxi aggregators. There must be a ceiling on what
passengers shell out in rush hour. But such interventions must bo
kepttoa Concern for i t, growih, and job creation
s also why formulation of India's e-commerce policy has seen long
dilays. Create no major market disruption, must be the mantra,

Are you a have-yacht?

Sonte have sea legs and some get seasick
Bilram Vohra

SUPPIY

1 bet your friend does not have an 800 yacht. Mine does. Sleek
and super stylish. He invited me on a deep sea fishing trip, so
Al ye meates, ahoy there, looking |ke a cross between Morgan
thye pirate nnd Johnny Depp. this young salt fetched up at the
plersinging yohohoand with abatile of rim, anchorsawelgh,
o briny awaits, batten the hatches, shiver metimbers andall

handsondeck.
Thehing abott boaits §s yoa cannot ged off ihemm. As the shore recodes Hkes

shy bride the songs of the seas die on the lips. The difference Is my frbend
and his crew hanve sea begs and | don’t. Hall an hour inte the trip the waters ane
ehoppy enough 1o jumg-start the windmills in vour temtum. This s knewn as
theonsctol maldemerand the chiurning s made worse by all these sailor types
wating rich, greasy food while you are considering swimmnsing to the shose
might be a decent option...anything would be conpared to draping yourself
ower the rabling and moaning softly
Non) Asmisery doss o danee on you a fish is caught and then another
one and new they deckie to fry the catch and this sends the only
Sy seasick wretch hack to the baleony. Not feoling 100 good, says my
friend, master of the observant. Too good? Are you kidding? 1 am
wreen at the gills, my stomach is doing Fosbury Mops, nasea B an onchestra
whthin and ferre firma tsadistant dream. 1 1had a kingdom ' give it wrapped
in ribbons just instand onland again, By now thecthersare singingand just the
soundal Iaughter stages smuting in my gat.
o calln s pockary savs my Friend, uche s om bon redalent sandwwiich,
‘wie e i Bsck, sometimes the waves pet Feally Fough, ey 18 this groundswell

BREAK A BARRIER

DRAW A LINE

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Consumer India’s Amma Jaans

Large e-commerce platforms haven't plaved out in India quite like in the West. Here, they have
empowered both small consumers and small suppliers. This is an inclusive growth story

Rama Bijapurkar

Al modern  market

ol hive Fegula-

tions that define the

rulescf themarketplace,

and put checks and

balanoes on  players,

wapicially big players. Commeros and

Industry  minister Piyush Goyal's

eriticism of large c-commerce players

practions, inchuding “predatory pricing”,
shoukd be seen in thiscontext.

® First, consumers’ well-being is
entral tomany of the rubes. They prohibit
“unfair trade practioss’ or “abuse ol
dominance’ or mergers of prioe cartels
or any behaviour that destroys competh-
tors, weakens competition and creates
monopolies - all of which, as we know
from pre- 11, are really bad for const-
s, Such protection of consunsers and
competition is, of course, welcome. Plus,
such rules apply to everyone, regardss
af corporate nationality.

& Secand, antitrust issues pitting
regulators against big busivess plat-
forms have boon Increasing iho world
aver, with big businesses necused of
exploiting their power and hurting
venidiors and consumens. The US Federal
Trade Commbssion and 17 US states
hanve filed o lawsuit against Amazon's
wanduct, where it s accused of abusing
118 dominant position, to Keep prices
Tdigh amed qquealiny how: limbt compstitbon
and dopress innovation.

Third, the opposite has happened
im Imdia. Indesd, before deciding how 1o
deal with Amazon, we need {0 assess
wheat its entry has doni for cORSUMErs,
small suppl ers and t future o compe
tithon in India. Like ing else in
OUr eountry, there are many truths and
perspoctives, all true and valid, which
meeed o bt wirkgheind eareefully rather than
b imdly fodbowing the Wiest,

Why Indian ernbraced
Amazon | With Amacon. Consumser Indla
has got, and embraced, access to huge
varbety (of goods mude in [ndia alopgside
Importsh, lower prices, case of buying.
and serviee like never before, Earlier,

youcould not returnoven adefect fve kem,
leave alone something youdidn't like.

@ No, Consumer India ks not being
firced b by pasti of ot pants mstead
of sambar powder or sarls - |t is boing
given the courtesy of choice, Varieties of

wages - by providing price discovery
and benchmarks.

Herw Indllam kiranas stood up te Amazen |
What of competitors gotting docimated
and Amazon becoming the last man

ding® Ome is that when

ckaged cow dung are lable i you

are ritually inclined and black riceat your

diarstep If Yo are a hommes ek, young.
shop girl from Meghalaya in Bengaluru,

& Modest-income  consumers  love

Lh! status-blind service that e-commence

ghves. Live ina slam and you get the same

spoed of delivery price discounts and
ability to return as If vou live in a big
condo. Humans discriminate, digital plat-
Torms don't.

A WhatsApp University joke sums
up Consumer Indias relationship with
Aminzon - the hushand asks the wife to
buy X, ¥ and % and ench time she sy
“Aumama Jaan se pooch.” Annayed, heasks,

“Why bring my mother into everything?”
It turns out she means, “Amagon’

® Amazon prices have dl-scb.r‘llned

manyahighstreet,

s Amazon a

we have seen predatory pricing in other
categories lke tolieom. we have beon
sanguine. But beyond this, there is more
salid and s wvidence of market
dymambes (o consdder.

& Small shops will continue 1o do

well becanse Cotsamer ndia’s behayiour
s Tvever “elher-or” bt ks “and”. Consu-
mer [ndia searches in small physical
shops and buyson Amazon {many of the
smsall garment shogs, by the way, neither
have a trial room por do they allow
returns) or researches thoroughly on
buys from the nelghbour-
hood store to ensure easy relaed

services,
® Kirana won effortiessly over
physical modern retall by providing
lised value, and India has the

to redoce prices the same way Nrega
Tomm many a rural omlﬂw:r 1o raise

L-:npml number of vibrant small shops
i ehe workd. Qultlcmlmmm-ol Dumnzo

had o

and Fopio disrupts kiranas for grocery
amd pantry farmare than Amszon.

@ A firally whot will seethe demise
of the bigger toWwn Kirana siofes are
mewer settiensnts o Guegaon or Powal,
with noroom for the shops, and gen next
who dan’t want to it in the shop 24x7,
without which the business nodel does
Bl wiork

"*"Mlllﬂt baallet | The most
argument

marketplace platforms is that they are
perfect for the structure of demand
India has - platforms aggregate small
businesses and ereate avirtual market:
place and provide a host of services
that small businesses individually
cannat afford and provide more buyers
than If located in o small alleyway
SommEw here.

India’s mega consumpdion story is
besi deser ibod as Lilliput Land - bots and
bots of small consumers carning and
spendinga litthe biteach thatadds uptoa
lot, served by millions of small supglicrs
coring imnovation and agility and
custonyer intimacy but lacking in access
to the ma o pesowrces of all
Kinds. Most big companies, including
st miltinationals. do nod serve the
mass marked small comsumer becasse
they cannod make the profit they tanged
and offer the performance consumers
swant at the pricethey canaffond.

At last, we barve fitanad thee gzl bulki
in the new econcmy - which e-market-
places are a part of, They aggregate
existing small suppliers and small
buiyers and yole them together digitally
and s a win-win forall.

Indin’s Lillipyt Consumers and
Supplicrs have given many a MNC
Gulliver a run for their money Amazon
will mot destroy Indias ‘small’. In fact, it
will enhanee them. Complainkng small

| shape up and serve consumens

better, or themselves form alternative
platforms. The platform market place
comprising the small & the future of
Indla’s mega consumplion story. A
thousand Mowers will oomand coexist

if only weallow it to happen.

mwlkr#wmmﬂwrbh"wcmn‘m

Without Funds, Innovators Are Grounded In Space

Thought for National Space Day: GOI's proposed Z1k cr for space startups is
too little to make a difference for India in a complex global market

Chethan Kumar & timesofindiacom

On National Space Day today, India
marks the historie landing of Chand-
rayaan-3 on the Moon exactly 2 year
agoon Aug Z3 1t was a milestone that
nat only catapulted India inte an elise

. i group of lunarlanding nations bt
nl.sol'elctlll\edj'-umkmlhusl'lsmmrsmulﬂmtlﬂl

The journey to the Moon has a history of over six
decades. While Isro has long been lauded for
s capacity 1o carry oul intricate missions with
bexdigets incomparatiie with top space-Earing nations,
given the competitive landscape that s Space, GOI
will e to pevisit i1s criterin for annual budgetary
allocations.

Space 15 i langer Pestricted to gov agenthe.
Frivate players, global entities, are vying for
supremacy inarcas ranging from lunar exploraiion
to Mars missions, from satellite constellations to
space bourism.

soolah matrlx | Current lovels of funding pabe in
comparison to investments by ciher space fnring
natiors. China, for instance, spends seven times mare
thanIndia on its space programme, while US, Japan,
Framoe, and Russksall cutspend Indiasgnificantly

Consider budgot slocations in recent years:
Depariment of Space has got 713K cr for 312425, up
firoem revised estimate of Tk cr in 2003-24, which
was down from more than TE2k crallocated in budget
estimanes, [z, 1 got Flik o,

Thisyear, GOI's proposed a €1k or fund for startups.
The sector requires significant capital investment,
ard this fund is grossly inadequate to meet financial
meoeds of startups. Glven that this money - if all of it
ks disburssd by the end of this fiscal - would reach
tens of startups, only means no firm will receive any
substantialamoiint.

The disparity in funding becomes even more
wharing when we conskder the ambithous projects Isro

has lined up. From human spaceflight programme
Gaganynan to a potential space statbon and a reusable
Bew gen rocket, lsro's to-do st is both extensive and
exciting. Notwithstanding the fact that lsropeis indivi-
dual funding for bigmissions, the sheence of substantial
increase infund ingcould lead to restricted R&Dand 1P
ereation - laro's luture mandate.

GOl should remember space sector's importance
extends far beyornd scheniific curlosity Space tech
plays a crucial role in areas of climate monitoring,

llstir
and national security among others. India akms to
leverage space capabilities for societal benefits and
strategic purposes. A well-funded sector will have
Far-reaching consequences for the nation's develop-
mentandsecurite

agrhculten. ik

-k boowm & pipe dream | GOT's initiative to open upy
pace sector to private partheipation was a step in the
right direction. However, Indian private sector ks in s

infancy and requires significant support to flourish.
Maore than four years after India opened the sector,
growth has remained slow in the absence of real
Bilg-ticket domestle Investments.

‘Omse of the key hurdles has boen bow GOI spond,
Recent relaxations in FDI norms will take time o
produce results, baving Indian space startups aml
compan bes reliant on venturecapitalists and other pri-
waite irvestors. Buat this funding source comes with s

investors typieally sock quicker
returms inasector known for itslong pestation

Indlustry’s hape for a transformation similar to
Ehve 19608 IT boom couhd well bea pipe dream. The IT
mﬂo‘r benefited from tively low eniry barriers

and rapid scalability. But space industey has
different jes. Spa igh
alangside challinges of meding stringent mml.ﬂm
requirementsand need for specialised infra.

Space secior demands a uniqueblend of advanced
toch, skillsd workforce, amd bongtorm strategic
planning. These contribate to showing the pace of
development when compared 10 olher techdriven
Endustrics.

Multi-pronged | For India to realise it poten
i, GO s o first szart with asignificant increase in
Fumniing. This shouldn't only bolster lsso's capabilities
bt also shoubd support privato companios via grants,
§ subsidies, or preferential contracts.
§  Secondly lsro must contine 1o evalve its. role,

focusing more on cutting-odge research, develap-
ment of future tech, and big-tiekot schenee misslons,
while simultaneously playing enabler for the private
sector, sharing expertise, fcilithes, and tech - some of
this 15 already hapgening - to help ndian companbes
compete globally

Thirdlz initistives like INSPACe peod to be
empaowered and resourced adeguately to bridge the gap
Betwesn liro and private industry - facilitate tech
transfors, technical guidance, and help Indian firms
navigate ihe complex ghobal space market speodily

Calvin & Hobbes

I Tk TiGERS ARL
ACTUMLY CLASSIFIED

(S [T

The roares dinger for most of i
ismid thal weainyioo igh and miss it
it thar we i oo how and neach it

Michelangels

Admlrmg The Wildflowers In Your

Backyard

e muay b great lovers of

et sewring bt bnthe people,

placesand things sround us
whilecompletely missing it in
atarselves. Some of s feel that it is vain
e consider aur appearamoe oo much, or
wo may find ihat when we look ai

il wr 5o are bmiperd

Sometimes, we seeour beauty ina
shallow wak nol I-:Ilh‘: b well weare

ook at hin kn horror as the
Wani to lie down in ihe staterom, hn-nka r-mrlkmv. why Ehoy call ita
stateroom. b Nike mee: . By
to walk the plank. never mind the even keel. mare
] eall it day Iammmsm-or-.ﬁmlmwlndmdﬂmmomoum1ﬂamﬂs
encugh to oo by, Betweeny the devil amd doop blue sea the dovil is afun dsde,
Talk about being dead in the water. Can someone please bower the boom
because | cannod Eathom wihat made me come on beard without knowing the
ropes. Talk about ill winds. Sorry the railing beckons.

d norms bt filing
o m1hcdttnﬂ beauty that shines out
from within,

1 wesimply appreciate how
e 0l woe e, e s i 50 miach
energy: W also become loss dey
upon the opndons and feedback of
others sinoe wi bacamis our swn
wreatest admirers. Often, after a great

yog practiceor along. deep meditatbon,
weare more able o see how beautiful we
are. This ks boesuse we have released

ismot narcissism. It ks the sublimation
of love burgeoning firom one's own sell.
It ks thefurtherance of self intoselves.

some of our baggage. thus
oursslves and summoning forth the
spirit that dwells withinus.

T Bstrp ontirse ves in toaich
weith cur cwn beauty, we ean
surreund curselves with
images. The best way,
though. i to keeplooking
it pl e 1 b o T Scils.

Is levingonesell selfish-
ness? lssell-love domea-
ning? It mever is. We ane
capable of lvingothers when we learn
tilove ourselves. Charity begins at
T, Lave also begins at home and it
blossoms through sclf-love. IF the key to
wisdom s toknow thysell, the sssenos
of universal love lies in loving oneself. It

that we get bo see
and fool is our own peflection, [t isour
manifestation. All its creationsare

no existence without a seod, which isin
aneself,

Universal bove remsains in booksand
kdeas untione is inlove whih oneself,
Whhieny the Buddho was ina deep samadhi,

oiar Addi Shank

says: Jagatswa adyaph

abhasam - theworkd isour

- realisation, Ta love oneself
is toknow onesell 1t is the

beginningol adeeper

wisdom that we all heve

THE SPEAKING TREE Mesaiiveaswell as positive

facets and features. If we
can loveourselves so doe ply despiteour
imperfections, why can't we extend the
samelove to-of hers who also have the
samenegniive as well ns positive
qualities? Seif-love isnotego, [t isthe
seed ol the tree of love. A tree will have

heddid hiis baody: O farmer
v isod him ta leve his own body
because sel-preservation leads (o
higher realisation, The Buddha realised
his mistakeand first preserved his body
fesr thee bt mnate wisdom,

W all have wildflowers in our
backyard, bui we goio the garden to
appreciate exoticflowers. Why not
admire those flowers inour backyard
that v blessomed on thelr own?
Similariy love that has alwoys existed
Emour hoarts must be acknowledged
before lwing the world. Universal love
begins withselflove.
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Unsafe women
Laws, guidelines must beimplemented effectively

HE Kolkata rape-murnder has glaringly
ghown how unsafe and vulnerable working
women are. Twentyseven years after it
acknowledged sexual harassment ot the
workplace as a human rghts vielation and
issued the Vishaka Guidelines, the Supreme Court has
directed the Centre and the states to take urgent steps
to institutionalise the safety of medics. A National Taslk
Foree, set upin compliancewith the apex court's direc-
tive, has been tasked with formulating effective recom-
mendations relating to the safety, working conditions
and wellbeing of medical professionals. It is hoped that
these recommendations — if they indeed prove to be
effective — will have a bearing on the securty of
women in any profession. For that to happen, all stake-
holders must be on the same page.
While charting a new adton plan, thew is o dire nead
10 assess how fur the existing lows and guidelines have
succeeded in bringing about a difference on the ground.
Thie Sexual Harassmentof Women at Work place (Prewen-
mnl:‘ il and Redr 1) Act. mls,"""' i
an extensgion of the Vishaka Guidelines with the pimary
aim of ensuring safe working spaces for women, Last
year, the Supreme Court flagged ‘serious lapses” and
‘uncertainty’ re garding the implementation of this Act.
The Nirbhaya Fund, set up by the Union Govern-
menttoimplement inltiatives and schemes for enhanc-
ing the safety and security of women, has often been in
the news for the wrong reasons — money being under-
utilized or misused. Over the past nine years, nearly 78
per cent of the allocated funds have been spent by var-
ious states and union territories, but there has been a
drop of only § per cent in the number of rape cases
reported across India. These sobering facts should be
bome in mind while undertaking any new initistive.
Women's safety and their greater participation in the
workforee will remakn elusive unless stringent action is
taken not only against the offenders butalso theauthor-
ities guilty of dereliction of duty.

Ram Madhavreturns
J&K polls a challenging assignment

the last Assembly elections held in Jammu and
Kashmir in 2014, the Bharativa Janata Party won
25 seats, more than double the 11 it got in 2008
With a threeseat lead, Peoples Democratic Party
riarch Mufti Mohammad Sayeed became the
Chief Minister, but the man of the moment was Ram
Madhav. The RSS's poster boy was eredited with the
BIP's electoral success and for engineering an alliance
with the PDP: Out of favour for nearly five years, Mad-
hav's induction as BJP's election incharge in the UT
along with Union minister G Kishan Reddy, marks an
end to his political hiatus, Madhav is back in familiar ter-
ritory — but with a vastly altered political, geographical
and electoral landscape. The abrogation of Article 370,
bifurcation of the state into UTs and the delimitation
exercise have changed thedynamics. The BJP may fin-
cy its chances with the Jammu division gaining seats in
the redraswn electoral map, but the new assignment, and
at such short notice, will test Madhay's skills,

Madhav's return is being attributed to the RSS
asserting itsell and the BJP being pragmatic. His
recent opinion piece, suggesting thatthe 2024 Lok Sab-
haelection result was o mandate for humility, &8 a sign
of the times. A pushback is apparent against the BIPs
perceived brand of politics that reeks of arrogance,
with no room for sccommodating contrary views, Mad-
hav has a point to prove on a personal level, and his
experience in building bridges with the unlikeliest of
cand idates could come in handy for the party.

J&K has been without an elected government sinee
2018, The restoration of the democratic process through
three-phase elections provides an opportunity to all
political parties to let people's issues take oontne stage.
What the UT deserves is a campalgn that offers hope.
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Political patronage emboldens offenders

Laws on sexual misconduct should be uniformly and firmly enforced across the country

JULID RIBERO

AMATA  Baner
joe, West Bengal
Chief  Minister
and the felsty
oss of the Tr:
namool Congress (TMC), s
squarely on theback foottoday: Is
this the beginning of the end for
this born fighter? If so, the BJP
will have sucoeeded where Ben-
galbased parties have feled, The
BJP is cashing in on Mamata's
many mistakes in dealing with
e rapemurder of a tradnee doc
tor at RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital in Kolkata o tum
even someofhenown party work-
ers and suppofers against her

The doctor was shamelessly
brutalised ot her workplace, It
almost seems that young men
are on the prowl boking for
oppartunities to rape and kill
their chosen victims. There is a
Toud call for more stringent lows.
‘The question to ask i Is the
Indion state truly concerned
about these girls of ours or is it
led by men who believe, bke
Mulayam Singh Yacay, the late
Samajwadi Party leader, that
“hays will be boys™?

Why are boys not boys in
every state of the Indian Union
or in other countries of the
workl? The answer to thiz ques.
tion should guide those in pow-
er to take remedial measures,
Much depends on the political
will o combal the menasee of
sexual perverts nunning amok.
‘The solution does not Invalve
formulating new lows  but
ensuring that existing laws on
sexual misconduct are uniform.
Iy and firmly enforced.

With regard o the Kolkata
case, the insidious practice of
appointing ‘elvie volunteers'
in government-run hospitals

The Dignity

ind Respect
of Mothers
and Sisters
are the
Dignity and

+ Respect /| /

of us All

SETBACK: Some of Mamata Banerea’s own porty workers snd supporters sre turring ageinst ber. as

should be immediately diseon-
tinued, These workers are cho-
sen fromamong the ruling par-
ty's supporters without proper
verification of their
antecedents, habits and pro-
clvithes. Lumpen elements
who constitute the storm troop -
ers of every political party are
allowed to slip in, The ‘carte
blanche' given to them to
roam around in hospitals,
“helping’ patients secure beds
and medical attention, has led
1o this sad eccurrence.

With regard to the
Kolkata case, the
insidious practice of
appointing civic
volunteers'ingovt-nun
hospitals should be
discontinued

roem parties in power, They will
e cawgh t by the police and sen-
tenced by the courts, AL pres-
ent, there is a very wrong mes-
sage being cireulated that if you
support or help the party in
power, your time in jail will be
ourtabled by the easily oblained
parole and even juil sentences
an be prematurely terminated,

Gurmeet Ram Rahim, o self-
styled godman with o barge fol-
lowing in Haryuna, was convicted
of two rapes and a murder He
was redeased on parole for long

Regularly soctal
workers who train students for
true social work should replace
these ‘civic  volunteers',
whose main job is to extract
‘gpeed money' from patients
in distress. Al indications
point to the sharing of the pro-
ceeds of cormuption with those
who have helped them secure
unofficial employment.

‘This menace is not exchusive to
Bengal or to one political party.
In Gujarat, I learnt that besides
teachers recruited from amongst
the ideclogically aligned people,

the ranks of the Home Guards
were chosen from the same par-
tsan source. The Home Guards
are often sent to assist the police
in Dow ainl order or trafTic reguls.
tion. If such recruitment of
untrained men and women is
not discontinued,, incddents like
the one thot has hit Kollata in its
sodar plexus will multiphy.
Another very urgent remedy
o reduce cases of sexual mis-
conduet is o send out a dear
mesage W potential ofenders
that they can exped no mercy

periocds ding with the Lok
Sobha and Assembly elections.
That may have helped the -
ing party get a few more votes,
Tt it encouraged sexunl offend-
s o o ahesd with satisfying
their Dust.
Similarly, the dosenor so men
mnvicted in Gujarat for rapse
and murder during the 2002
riots were released premature:
Ty, thereby sending out a clear
message Lhat apartisan govern-
ment would not stop aiding and
abetting such offenders as long
as they are the parly' s support-

ers, The Cakeutta High Court
fortunately intervened when
the TMC was more thankind o
the medical college prineipal,
who appeared to have shut his
eyes Lo the unlawlul sctivities
of the “civic volunteers’, The
principal should have been giv-
en a punishment posting but
Instead was sent to o bigger and
better hospital before the court
stepped in. That error of judg:
ment was widely interpreted as
an indication of the TMCs sup-
et for what was raclically evil
in the hospital mana gement

These instances of an anti-
women attitude of parties in
poswer in order to bolster their
pediticnl fortunes i what con-
tributes to the general disre
spect for womanhood and, fur-
thet, disrespect for the kaw itself,
Unbess public pressure is built
on all parties to desist from
showing merey to sexuial offend.
ers, the menace will continue to
haunt the national conscienoe,

Mulayam's adage that “boys
will be boys™ is presently the
reigning philosophy in our
land, 1t is fortunate that edu-
cated women have revolted
against this philosophy. It took
the BIP leadership quite a
long time to sideline Brj
Bhushan Sharan Singh, a par-
tv MP who doubled as the
president of the Wrestling Fed-
eration of India. Hewasa seri-
ol offender who ran several
e ucational institutions in and
around his home town He
commanded voles In more
than three Lok Sabha con-
stituencies. And thal mattered
more 1o the BJP than all the
slogans that placed women on
a pedestal and that were glibly
repeated day in, day out by the
party's eminent leaders.

If sction had been taken ear-
lier against Brij Bhushan,
Vinesh Phogat would not have
missed the trals for the
Olympic wrestling skot in her
preferred welght category. And
we would not have had to
approach the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport, begging for
rulbes to be changed!

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Lord Lytton's remarks

THE great demonstration beld in Caleutta on Teesday to protest
against Loed Lytton's remarks about Indian women in a recent
Dacea speech shows more dearly than anything else could have
done the depth, intensity and universality of the feeling of incdig-
naition which those remarks hove coused, The demonstration was
originally intended o be held inthe Tean Hall which, two decades
g, had d o sl lar gatherin g in o with i simi-
larly offensive speech by a moreexal ed authority, but could not be
held there owing to the immensity of the crowd. As many s four
meetings had tobe held in the Caleutta Maidan to gve suitable
expression to India’s feeling in the matter: These mectings were
appropriately presiced over by Sarojinl Naichu, perhaps the most
i fted and distinguished member of the gender speciall y affected
by Laotel Laytton's remarks, while among those who took part in it
were not only the leaders of Benygal but all-India loaders like Pan-
it Motilal Nehra, Sir PC Roy and Mr CR Das. Someofthe speech-
ez made on the occasion wene as strong as any ever made in this
country in connection with a similar matter: Nakdu, in particular,
rose o the pitch of animatedd indignation and, while condemning
Lord Lytton's speech in the most wehement language she coulkd
firsed, cnlloxd upan His Lods hip in the nuame of the womanhood of
the workd and of his own mother, s ister and wile to take badk his
wurds, How strongly she fet on the sulsject is shown by the et
that she was prepared even o do without the Reforms mther than
that Indian womanhood should be slandered with impunity by a
Briton, hewsorver high migy be the position he holds.

THOUGH

ORTHE DAY

Men are more easily governed through their vices than through their virtues —sapokeon Bonaparte

Learningone lesson
after another

L Gen By Sujeasa (rern)

={ arrived by the Air Force An-12 courier Might. As 1
stepped on the tamac of the Leh airfield, the chilly
mmiin g wine hitus, but its freshness, sans pollution, was dis-
tinet. However, 1 did not realise the low level of ogygen in the
atmosphen, On being recetvecd, we were cautioned about the
sreCant [ ved, but the el 1 fiery bood
of youth failed to give these necessities due importance.

Come sundown, oblivious of the warnings, [ walked to
the officers’ mess and asked for o rum and Coke (a popu-
lar drink then), An oflicer from the medical corps inter-
vened: ‘What did you ask for, young man?’ Smilingly, 1
replied, ‘Rum and Coke, Sir!"

‘No way No boaze for a minimum three days!' he sajd.
He then gave me my first lesson of this posting, ‘In the
land of Lama, don't be Gama,' referring to the champion
wrestler, The lesson hit home and there [ sat through three
evenings, sipping insipid, pure Coke!

Over time, | learnt many lessons which held me in good
stead, and | never hesitated W pass these on during my serv-
foeor even later bn life. A few months back, diring a morning
walk, my ears caught the sound of a trampet; the same note
was being repeated. I spotted a boy, his legs akimbo, on the
first floor of an incomplete bulkding. Intdgued, [ walked up to
him and asked him his name and whether he was practising
all by himself? He replied. ‘Unclej, T am Rahul. [ am learmn-
ing the trumpet from an wtad, who has old me lomaster one
miotie ot o dirne before b tells ma about thee next to ensure that
1 become an elicient trumpeter; then, | can join a band!
Weeks wenil by, My ears stood uip as 1 heard him progressing
Soon, it was the complete ‘Sa Re Ga Ma..." oneway and then
in the reverse onder [dedded to motivate him. [ downloaded
a short clip of renowned trumpeter and vocalist Louks Arme
strong and played it for him. I tolkd him that be shoulkd aim to
become lke the legend. Now, whenever 1intersct with him, he
suys, " Armstrong banna hail’ Pray he does,

Anothermoming, I observed a woman shuflingalong a fiekd
collecting wheat grains that routine by cropped off in the Delds
during harvesting a girl el pping behind her: Suddenly, a
red-watted kapawing New off, evidently disturbed. The bird's
call was cleady angry; toputitin Dr Salim Ali'swords, Toid he
do it? Pity todo it.” The girl must have observed the lapwing
take off, she rashed 1o her mother, picked o handful from the
laboriously colleeted grains and rushed to place them niear the
birdd's e st The surpri sed mother smiled and patted ber chikl
Here was humanity ot its best, despite their poverty. Their
largesse for the lapwing Noored me. It was another lesson o
learn. [ wonder how many of us would make a similar gestire
o a fellow human, leave aside binds?

I ALF a century ago, on my first posting to Ladakh, 1

THE EDITOR

Overcoming research barriers
With reference to the artide Unease of dolng
rescarch in India’; o highlights the seven
financial and bureaucratic challenges facing
the eountry’s leading research institutions,
Rising costs and inadequote Tunding am
mcreasingly impeding sclentific progress.
Policy changes. inchading GST hikes, bureaa-
aratic delays and tax com plications, are hin-
cering  research, polentially stalling an
already underfunded research environment.
It notonly slows down sdentific achancement
but also drives talented mesearchers to seek
opportunities abroad, worsening the bruin
chrmin, With countries ke China significantly
surpassingus in R&D investment, these chal
lenges jeopardise our ambition to become a
gobal innovathon hiib

K KUMAR, PANCHRULA

Punishment after 32 years
Apropos of the editorial '32 years later’; the
Ajmer rape case happened in 1002 and the
court decision was delivered in 2024, The
question is what is the meaning of the pun-
Ehment afer 32 years have clapsed since
the erime wis committed. When more than
half of the lives of the offenders have
passed, many girls have died by sulcide. Is
e leggad system of India soweak that it took
three decades W give justice to the victims
who underwent pain and mental Lrou ma all
these years, Will it take o similar amount of
time for the fumily of the Kolkata rapemur-
cher victim o get justice?

RAMANDEEP, JALANDHAR

Make time-bound
Refer tothe editorial ‘32 years kater; it is the
meed of the hour to make the legal prooess
and procedure time-bound. Sometimes, the
trial courts dispose of such cases expedi-
tously, but the appellate courts remaln st
ting on the appeals for years together. In
sorme coses, even after thetop court conflirms
the death sentence, it lakes years and years
for the President to dispose of mercy peti-
tions. Neadless to say, the prompt execution
of o death sentence in groesome cases of
rape and murder can be o game-changer W
aurk the burgeoning menace.

MD SHARMA, SHIMLA

Safety of industrial workers
With reference to the news report ‘13 killed,
33 injured in reactor blast ot Andhra pharma
unit’; it has once again brought into focus
the safety of industrial workers. It appears
the officials of the Factories Department. and
AP Pallution Control Board were not con-
ducting regular inspections to ensure the
implementation of safely parameters. The
management of the factories must not come
promise the safety of workers and nmust fol-
low all guidelines and procedures to run
high-risk equipment. The cncerned govem-
ment departments must ensure that facto-
ries adopt all the norms in camest.

SANIAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

Prevent loopholes in system
Apropos of the news report ‘Doctors move
Supreme Court, want advisory role in NTF;
before formulitingg prokoools Brall hospitals by
he National Task Force, no st 1 beleft
unturned o prevent any loophole in the sys
tem that the viclators can use o their advan-
tajge, The Faderation of A Tndia Medionl Asso-
clation o ing the SC for inducdi
recommendations of youn g doctors in formiue
lating guidelines for Uheir protection i the oo
rect plea as it would depict real-time problems
‘with suggested solutions coming dimctly from
the horse's mouth. Safe working conditions
andwell being of medical professionals need an
overhaul with the use of modern technolgy
lilee OCTV comeras, gted entrances to girls’
hostels, proper Bghting in lonely places, clean
and separate washpooms, ele.
COL RS MARULA (RETD), PATIALA

Tackling food adulteration
Refer o the editorial ‘Milk alarm'; weak
enforcement and a low conviction rate are
emboldening offendlers to perpetrate food
adulteration. Moreover, while many Indian
consumers are increasingly aware of food
safety issues, some still view adulteration as
inevitable. There must be a concerted effort
to bolster regulatory frameworks, increass
inspections and increase public awareness.
Educational campaigns and stricter penal-
ties for violators are essential to ensure food
safety and safeguard public health in India.
AMARJEET MANN, UNA

Lo o Bhe Eckior, hyped in double space, shoukd mot exoned the 200-wond kmil,
These shvould be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall b Letten@tdbanemal.com
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HE Supreme

Court  judgment

vabdating the sub-

clasgification  of

Scheduled Castes
(5Cs) for reservation has
touched upon many cone
tenthous kssues. Besides creat
ing o ground for sgnificint
shifts in the reservation poli-
cy, It rofses questions about
the chan gng nature of cste
and how the stote policy
should deal withit As expect
wed, the judgment has divided
Dalit setivists and political
parties. The relatively more
vocal and wvisible secthons
armon g the SCs have oome out
in opposition tothe judgment
Thiose from smualker and more
marginalised sections, who
have been seeking sul-classi-
Micution, have boen less vighle
i thee miedia spoce,

The judgment has come ot a
Ume when a section of the
mainstream politicel cliss is
aggressively cumpadgning for
the nexd o enumerate the
e Wi BOCK- oI St
tus of the Indian population
"This, they are arguing, would
hdpthe country generale data
on the levels of ‘backward-
ness’ among the less privie
leged social groups/omstes, If
tha data ghows that karge sec-
tionsof the prople (read caste

mmmunities) are not repre-
sented in the political sys
tem, of mastitutions such us
the bureaucracy and the
media, policies coukd  be
misde to make the country a
more equal and representa-
tive socty,

While the enumeration
narrative mostly targets the
OBCs (othe r backward class-
ea), the apex court judgment
mises questions about the
abegory of 8Cs, the need W
moognise  internal  differ-
ences among them and clas-
wfy them into sub-calegories
for o more just distribution of
the exdsting quotas for them,
The judgment has also
unelerlined the critical need
for empirically verifiable
data on the current nature of
the socho-cconomic status of
ommunities within the SC
abegory. It s only after
ascertaining  such  facts
through hard data that the
#sates can intoduce quotes
within quotas

Interestingly, many of
those who oppose the SC
mb-clsifieation judgment
have been supporters of a
caste-based census for ascer
taining the status of OBCs,
The case of SC reservations,
they would angue, & differ
ent from Uit of OBCs. The
OBCs have not been victims
of untouchability —and
absohite exchugion, The sco
nomically welloff among
thiem do not experience the
kind of prefudice that a
moblle SC s lkely to
encounter even afler pehiev
ing a sgnificont degree of
coonomic success, The 5Cs,
thiy would argue, wens put
together and classified os

OPED
Needto look beyond identities to remove inequalities

e

stich because of thelr ghared
experience of having been
treated as untouchables by
mainstream Hindu sodety
Their inchusion in the SC list
thus makes them a Tho moge-
neous class’, Such a position
has also been ascertained by
carbier court judgments on
sub-clasgl feation,

“The history of SC enumen-
thon and the provision for ear
ki ng opuotas For them goes
tack to the early yeam of the
2h century. The int mdue
thon of o population oensus by
the British rulers in the atter
half of the Hith centiury was an
Important turning point in the
history of this Indian caste gys-
e I chan ged theway cste
had been imagined. From a
local gystem of joatis and
thlr gubr-units, it beoame pos-

UPROAR: The relatively more vocal SC groups have opposed the Supreme Court judgment. .

TheSC judgment
has undedined the
critical need for
empirically

veriliable data based

onwhich states can
in[rmluu-l|ll(:1;ls
within quotas.

wible to speak of mste o
nities at the pan-Indian level
This also paved a way for the
identification of the most mar
ginalised among them and
thertr ol nasifi cation into o sepu-
mite category of ‘depressed
dusses’, Being classified so
olso made o cuse for giving
them special attention.

Some native rubers, too,
playesd an active role in these
widfre policies. The reserva-
thon policy was introduced Ly
Shahu Maharg), the niler of
Kaolhapur, i 192, The prooess
constinued b gun momentum
and by the tme India
achieved Independence, there
Wi O e consenaus that the
country neoded to make spe
clal provisions for the upli of
those  who  had  suffered

untowchability and exdusion

for centuries. BR Ambedkar's
presence in the Constituent
Assembly s the Chair of the
dmfling committee ensunesd
that they got a fair deal in the
foem of reservalions,

Indin's reservation policy
has been one of the most suc-
ceaslul stole programmes of
alfirmative action in the mod-
ern workl It enobied the ex-
untouchables W gotoschools,
olleges and universities for
edlucation and get emploved
in the state sector ot all kevels.
It also made it possible for
them o get members of their
auste elected to state assem-
blies and Parliament. Over
the years, i also produced a
Dalit middle dass, which
articulates their prodeties and
aspirations, fromwithin

Being together in the SC
list, they also goined in
numerical strength, As 5Cs
they made up for o substan-

Reuthon into separate blocks
could weaken their political
strength and ability W obly
with the state in support of
the reservation action. It s
also true that the mobility
experienced by an individual
Fromm an SC caste through U
quota system does nol end
social prejudice agunst the
community of the benefick
ary. It ks in this context that it
makes nosense 1o invoke the
idea of a ‘ereamy layer' in
the se of the SCs, and
should not be considend for
state policy.

However, we must also
mecogndse that the demand for
sub-dassification has been
ruksed from within, by those
sections of the SC communi
thes who have not been fairly
mepresented in the quota jobs.
There &8 o good amount of
emprical evichenoe Lo support
such a cladm, making their
" i i

tal proparton | states
even more than o quarter of
the total population. Num:
bers matter o great deal in
electoral democracy. Leaders
like Kanshi Ram were sue
oeseful only becouse they
were able to make their con-
stituencies realise the value
of theirwork ing together as a
political Woc. However, their
bsin g together in the SC st
has not resulted in a melting
of thedr jaati kentities. Cate-
pores  like Dalit  have
acquired a nat lonal-level res-
onano, bulin thetr everyday
life, they memain divided.
Their kinships are strictly
limbted to their joatdiradar.

Every state of the Indian
Unbon has a separate set of
eomimunitie s Listed as SCs. It
s likely that their sub-classi-

Why delivery of justice is difficult in In

BL VOHRA
FORMER DGR, MANIPUR
AND TRIPURA

HE rape-murder

of a young

trainee doctor at

RG Kar Medical

College and Hos-
pital in Kolkata has kedtoa
Justified hue and ery not
Just in West Bengal but
across the nation. The rul-
ing party in the state and
the police are being blamed
for not acting fast enough
in investigating this horif
ie erime, The ruling dispen-
sation atthe Centre is blam-
ing the state government
and vice-versa, A political
blame game is going on in
which the police are being
treated like a football, And
now that the case has been
naferred o the CBI
under considerable public
preasare, the ruling party in
[ tate is demanding the
vonchusion of the investiga-
ton within a matter of days
In a bid to save the party
from political harm, its
members took o the streets
to demand death penalty
for the sccused.

The Supreme Court has
made scathing observa:
Hons after taking suo
motu cognisance of th
Kolkata rape-murder cas
It has sent a notice 1o the
state government, set upa
task foree for recommend.
ing securily al hospitals
and  suggested  some
olher measures.

Kolkata witnessed more
trouble on Sunday after a
Durand Cup football mateh
between Mohun Bagan and
East Bengal at Salt Lake
Stadium was cancelled due
o the noncavaillability of
palice personnel in view of
the serious law and order
situation elsewhere in the
city. This led to protests by
the young crowd. A lath-
icharge ensued and many
ol enters were arrested.

The molestation of two
schoolgirls at Badlapur in
Maharashtra has added o
the nationwide disgust,
Appalling crimes and polit
ical mud dinging are noth.
ing new in our coumtry,
These have been happen:
ing for years and will con.
tinue to happen, as nobody
wanls o cure the disease,
ot only treating the symp-
toms. The discase is that in
the stales, the police have
become the private army of
the political party in power
as they are accountable to
the executive under the
Folice Act, 1861 that

[ a

means being sceountab e to
the leaders of the muling
party. It goes without say-
ing that all political parties
are more than happy exer-
clsing this control ever the
police, Thiz is true of all
states and of all parties in
India across the board.
That's why there is no jus-
tiee for the ordinary citizen
s the police mostly act as
per the directions of the
party, especially when it
comes W high-profile
crimes Action is  taken
depending upon the inter-
ests of the ruling party.

OFf course, the police lead-

The new criminal
laws have many
lacunae, The sad
part is that police

officers, lawyers and

judges who deal
with criminal cases
have notbeen
consulted

G -~ [
SUBSERVIENT FORCE: The police have become the private sy of ihe poltical party in power, /m

ership is also to be blamed
for not doing its job effi-
clently and quite abit of it is
algo compromised unfortu-
nately due to cormuption
and career interests, due to
which many policemen join
hands with politiclans, pri-
marily because the latter
can reward and harm them
inmany waye

W are still stuck with the
1861 Act. Omee the police ane
made aceoumabletothe liw
and Parliament, the stus-
thon will mprove drastically.
The: force will function inde-
pendently I accordance
with the law without any

fear; s in many other coun-
tries. Though the Maodel
Police Act was framed many
years ago by the Soli Sorab-
jee  Committee, nobody
wants to follow it, not even
the Central Government,
Curiously, the Supreme
Court, which gave a historic
Judgment in 2006 on police
reforms, is nol even keen lo
isue o conlempt notice to
state governments for not
acting on s directions in
letter and spirit, States have
merely done an eyewash on
those directions, Look ot the
British who gave us these
Lws and the procedures for
the palice, They are nimble-
footed and change fast
secording to the need of the
hour, with the political par-
ties being apolitical in this
maotler, delivering spesdy
Justice, In the recent riots in
the UK a few accused have
been sent to prison for 20
months within days of the
erime having been commit-
fed with no political interfier-
ence! Can you imagine this
happening in India®
Another problem s the
pitiable conditions of the
police force i the country.
The police are mostly
lbequipped in many
redpects o handle serious
erime, The force is short
of manpower. There are
about five lakh vacancies to
mieet challenges like cyber-
crime, besides infrastrue-

o 3

Though a part of the Consti-
tution, the SCs have not been
o fieed or closed ategory.
Many communities have
been added to the lst ovwr
the years. For example, in
1851, Punjab had 27 castes
listed as SCs. Currently, their
number is 3. The same isthe
case with many other states,
and even with the lsts of
Schedubed Tribes.

1f justion and hissecleribhags:
dari ame the oljectives of the
meservation systom, the sub-
ol lention proposal cannol
e chemberd. I the abjective ks to
make dtaens ot of those
cuught in entrenchid inecquali-
thes, the polices of & democral
iwellwe state ought 1o be
driven by clata and evidenoe,
] ot Ly iedentiSes llone.
-

d

tural shortcomings  with
regard to buildings, vwhi-
cles, equipment, ete... the
List b= endbess

The old-fashioned laws
and procedures are anoth-
er impediment to justice
delivery. The new crimi-
nal laws that have recent:
ly come into force have
many lacunae, and the
sad part is that police offi-
cers, lawyers and judges
who deal everyday with
criminal cases have nol

been  consulted  while
framing these laws,
Furthermore, over  the

years, the state police forces
have been neglected ot the
cost of the Central police
forces: the responsibility
lies parily with the state
governments as the police
i o state subject.

Everyone who matters
has also been talking of
Jucliclal reforms, meaning
quick justice, like the
British, but nothing is hap
pening on the ground. With
about five crore cases pend-
ing in pudicial courts and
increasing by the day, there
is no hope for the common
citizen, Nobody s doing
anything in this regard,

So, justice in India for
the common man is diffi
cult to get unless the need-
ful is done fast enough,
Given our track record,
this is not likely to happen
anytime soon.
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RBI’s caution s justified

But banks now have experience in project lending

N Sundar

lobally, project financk
G istreated as “sans
e recourse” fimancing —
Le.t EEWD’N(!'\. VTIRCTIL 1S
expected o h:p(?fn’fm the
standalone cash flows of the
project without any external
support or comfort,

However, no lenderis willing
o look at project financing aswas
originally intended and insists on
an additional comfort asa
measure of precaution rather
thandiligenee, lest, the project
CCONOMICS Wire.

Ttisnatural that lenders and
the RBI view this arcawith
caution, While the RBI has been
fine-tuning its instructions on
identification of problem assets
over the last four or five years, the
draft guidelines tightening the
morms for project Icnd.lngca!lmg

INFRASTRUCTURE. Lending
RIS en

reappraisal of the project can be
done and safeguards built in) are
not sucha worry, itisthe projects
under implementation which
need greater attention.

COMPLEX MRECTIVES
While the concernsover the

for increased p

tooPhaks—hci:Ln(hrl'mnor
ded up cost: il cost

attracted comments from all Ewrrunﬂ.mdim:_inﬁa[innal
stakeholders, project costs to secure a higher

standby facility and tendency 1o
WHY THE CHANGES avail alonger moratorium — are
Banks have strengthened their not unfounded, cortain mitigants
underwriting standards in the mn]soa\'all:lb]elopnwnl this.
arenof commercial ad Infrastr gin
with the “rwin balance shect™ India has now evolvedand

problem being moreor less
addressed, lending tocorporates
5 gining traction as can be seen
by the guidance given by the
major banks for FY25,

Given this backdrop, it isonly
prudent for the regulator o
anticipate the growthinlending
especially onthe infrastructure
side and initiate steps fora guided
uncdlmnmllcdiwwt:.lmulm
and corporates have, howewver,
sought a relasation inthe
additional provisiening norms.

FEARS AND MITIGANTS
Anarticle carried in businesstine
(May 31) ralses two points on the
impact of the draft guidelines:
(1) Wil the cashflows of the
“mmﬂﬁt jects be sufficient to

lenders have learned valuable
lessons over the last two decades.
Widely accepted thumb rules
like cost per MW and debt per
MW (fior power projects), cost of
construction per km in the case of
road projects (both for nosmal
terrain and hilly/difficult terrain)
arrived through cost comparison
of the various projects financed
by lenders, have become the
normover the years.
Comparing the project costs
with these “thumb rules” will give
an indication if the costs are
inflated or padded up. Asimilar
approach is used for cases secking
extended moratorium.
Ifinfrastructure lending is
expected to grow, the recent
observations by the Finance

service theadditional costarising  Minister, that the recently

asaresultof this provisioning? established NABFID should focus

The author also spoke of the onthisaspect and that

sm:ss tests (simulated scenarios)  commercial banks should only do

dyo,u:i subjected 1o, before routine banking is not the right

lh; jon to sanction a boan or prescription.

ot is taken. At this juncture, NABFID asan
i) Interest rate sensitivityisan. organisation s evolving and will

integral part of project definitely take some more time to

assessment and ongoing projects  mature.

should be subjected 1o a quic That apart, banks such as SBI,

analysis to see if the additional
cost devalving on the project can
e metor not, by the estimared
cash flows.

1DBI and ICICT have a wealth of
experience inthe area of project
finance and allowing that to

remain unutilised and gradually

ADITYA CHUNEKAR
ABHIRAM SAHASRABUDHE

ir-conditioners flew off the

shelves in Indiathis

summier. Sales were

reported tobe up by 30-35

per cent compared vo the
last year, driven by the scorching
summer which saw the longest heat
wave in Indiaon record, Thereisa
general consensus that India will
experience more frequent, intense, and
prolonged heat waves in the futare. Only
atenth of the houscholds in India own
air-conditioners, Many more are
expeeted tto buy ACs to seek relief from
the relentless heat, While ACs provide
comfort, they also consume alog of
electricity shooting up electricity bills.
Most of the electricity currently comes
from coal in India, which contributes 1o
the global climate change.

Additionally, when many people use
their ACs at the same time, it leads to
Thigh peak demand, straining the
clectricity grid and increasing the
chances of power cuts,

Ome way to mitigate these issues isto
ensure that ACs are THTEY rﬁmmt.
meaning they consume less electricity
fior the same cooling effect. Similar to
emission norms for vehicles, ACs have
standards for energy efficiency
regulated by the Bureau of E m.-rg\
I.‘Ifn:wm‘y[ﬂ]— E).

STAR RATINGS

BEE stipulates the minimum energy
performance standards for ACs and
rates them from 1-star to 5-star with
‘higher ratings indicating better
efficiencies. Manufactusers are
prohibited from selling an ACwith
energy elfichency less thana 1-star
rating, el:mmat:ng electricity guzzling
maodels out of the market,

Arthe same time, a 5-star rating
encourages sales of highly efficient
maosdels by distinguishing them clearky.
The combined effect is to pushupthe
average efficiency of the ACs sold in the
Indian market. BEE regularly updates
the standards toencourage
manufacturers toinnovate and improve
efficiency, which has led vo considerable
improvement inencrgy efficiency of ACs
over the last decade,

AC standards were expected to be
revised from January 2025, However, the
BEE has recently postponed the revision
1o January 2026, This revision would
involve tightening the standards by one
notch, meaning the current 5-star
models will get a4-star rating and the
existing 1-star models will be out of the
market. The postponement and
marginal revision could considerably

Sub] ect ACs to

strict stand

ards

POWER PLAY. The current norms don’t go far enough.
For efficient energy consumption, star ratings should be stringent

slow down India®s trend of energy
efficiency improvement of ACs.

India’s minimum energy performance
standards with a 1-star rating are
relatively lenient compared to other
countries like China, whereair
conditioners need to be about 50 per
cent more efficient than India tobe
qualified to be sold in its market.

additional 80 million tonnes of CO2
emissions over the lifetime of the ACs
sold in next four years.

REVISING STANDARDS

Amore effective and also feasible
revision would have been to revise the
standards by two notches starting
January .’.E:ZS m_‘l‘:'mmgth\ current

Asaresult, these standards are belng
casily met. So,a marginal improvement
inthe 1-star rating standard effectively
does not chamge much.

Moreover, the 5-star rating standard
is lower than the efficiency of some of
the most energy efficient models
availabde today in India. Manufacturers
will have litthe incentive to innovate
further gince their models will still
qualifyasa 5-star model upto 2028
without much improvement.

Our estimates show that the lax
revision of the standards could lead toa
cumulative loss of E80,000 crore in

5-star & 3-star rating
after January Mandtlmu(lslmg
models with 1-starand 2-star ratings
will be out of the market. Such a revision
would also be consistent with India’s
G20 commitment of doubling the rate of
energy efficiency improvement by 2030.

Manufacturers have expressed
concerns that stricter energy efficiency
standards will raise prices and reduce
the sales of AGs. However, data from
wther countries show that higher
efficiency standards often lead 1o lower
real-time prices over time,

C\u’n:ntlv :lboul 50 p‘.rcml ofthe AC

llable in the ket

electricity bills to o andan

While 5-star models

are more expensive
than 3-star models,
energy efficiency is only one
of the factors contributing
to the price difference,

are 3-star models whereas about 21 per
cent are 5-star models. Our analysisof
the AC models available in the Indian
market indicate thay while 5-star models
are more expensive than 3-star models,
energy efficiency is only one of the
factors contributing to the price
difference.

Prices vary substantially cven withina
rating with a few 5-star models being

comparable to the price of a 3-star
model. Manufacturers typically market
S-star models as premium maosdcls
aking them more expensive than
necessary due to encrgy efficiency alone.
Henee, right pricing and focus on energy
efficiency can attract buyers to S-star
models,

Furthermore, the AC sector has
revelved substantial policy support. [t
has been identified as a chamipion sector
by the government and has an ongoing
Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme. The Finance Ministry has
isswed a notification that government
agencies should procure 5-star ACs in
most cases. Public sector companies like
Energy Efficiency Services Lid. are
conducting bulk procurement of 5-star
ACs providinga further fillip tothe
demand. A stricter energy efficlency
rating system would be an effective
complement tothis,

With substantial policy support, India
has the potential o becorme a global huby
for highly efficient air-conditioners, in
addition tohelping consumers save
significantly on their electricity bills. As
summers are expected to get hotver and
more air conditioners are expected tobe
sold, it is critical vo ensure that they are
encrgy cfficient.

Chanelcaris Feliow, and Sahasrabudhe is Senior
Resarch Associane, Praya (Energy Groug)

‘While projects close to wither away would be a gross 2 b =
gty (oibe e Punjab’s urban policy needs a shake up
provisioning incidence would be
lower) and those sanctioned but The writier i former Deputy Managing Ginector,
notdisbursed (asa quick Seate Barik ol loka Schaj Singh State’s urhan population livesin small - released. This shortfall has deprivedthe
Anmol Rattan Singh and mid-sized towns. \ icipalities of the required fund.
keepup the basicinstitutional facilities
: . unjab, whichis currentlyranked  “WHAT NEEDS TO n_]: FIXED at thelocal level
thehindubusinessline, m",;“,i‘i‘,. wim' m'y'huwm i hit99 HOW TO FIX IT
¥ r ) v Gujarat, and ka, heas fall rcrn:m’melmln:mnc(arou F,adu.i in Punjab should initial
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. e Lo e ey s Al e
msmmcmmmnselmedonl} Mlons{EWS} Cities like Amiritsar, PUNJAB. Urban woes s a] with its resource capacities.
August 23, 2004 three cities from Ludhiana,and alandhar cxemplify this The CAG 2021 mpunhyﬂ.gmtm
Amritsar,and ,wmhlh. Ease mm,wnhmnyhouan;stmmm I.udhiann‘- high emph i tof Urban
REI torpedoes SIDEI plan to become bank of Living [ndex positioning them at thy 2 pre-| ; i | alityand i Bodies (ULBs) in executi pm}oﬂ
The Reserve Bank of India has waved the red flag to the Small Industries 35th, 76eh, and 77th rank respectively. constructions thatare now dilapidated. hese districts vary under the Smart City Mission, primarily
Development Bank of India (SIDBS) forcing it 1o bring 1o 2 halt its planto Punjab isindeed mired inan urban Planning agencies in .-\mduannt slgmﬁcan:h_. Eventhe Pradhan Mante  managed by three Purpase
convert into a full-fledged comemercial bank. The central bank has sad that policygridlock. instance, have suppliedless  Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) has Vehicles (SPVs) in Amritsar, Jalandhar,
since it i currently categorised a4 a hnancisl indtitution, an amendment te the Thoughurbanisation in Punjabs than 5 percentof the developed land failed toaddress the employment and Ludhiana,
SIDBI Act would be required to enable it to function as a commencial bank. witnessedan up\wldln}cctocyam noﬂligrﬂmse 5 challenges effectively. In response toa Punjab’s will behit
the Green Revol p It, 30-40 per cent of the Lok Sabha question from MP Mm without empowering its Class Vitowns
Truckers offer to end strike (c.\.cm dwindiedin  populationof Ludhiana, Amritsar,and  Singh Bittu th uncler 5,000, which have
The transporters on Sunday offered to withdraw their two-day-old indefinite M“HMMWH At present, it Tl (T —— iy, u“mro‘w!mmmr mkmw“morw“
strike if they are not made the “collecting agency” for service tax "Instead of stands at 37.5 ptment (Census 2011, theem| scenarioin Punjab's pemd(mm-aoza) only2l percentof  growth. The State’s urbanstory will see
making transporters the collecting agency, the Government can utilice the 466 per cent b omplex. The Labour individuals trained under PMEVY got anew sunrise if adequate
Sales TanExcise Department as collecting agencies by adding the 102 per cent h-,.zma Llrban I"unjah Isexpectedto Force Participation Rate (LFPR) and Jobs secured employment in Punjab. Structur ided
service Lax on 1o the sales tax or excige duty,” sasd Mr LM, Saksena, Secretany Worker-Population Ratio (WPR) are Lasthy, onaccount of municipal wl:lmm‘wctnln‘sofgmﬁ}[
Genaral, AIMTC slmb)'msﬁfmm 1.2crore in 2021, curmulativelylow, with urban finances, pera CAG Auditreportin
However, a Vast frdjor ‘this pl 1l g 2021, ashorufall of 99% 1 d o searches of
PNB plans to cut Govt stake growthisconcentrated in just three between 9.0and 7.7 percent,compared  intermsof the finances that was PR s P Scholarat
Punab National Bank s3ad it plans to sell shares o bosst eapital and reduce the cities — Lughiana, J and woall-Indiaaverage of 6 percent. sanctioned bythe State Finance Foudarcl PN
government’s 80 per cent stake. The bank’s board of directors approved the Amritsar,asonly 34 per cent of the ‘While Amritsar, Jalandhar, and Commission compared towhat was Foundation it
share-sale plan at a meeting on Saturday, according to a statément to the BSE
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EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
01, Fly grub (8) 02 Swifthy (5) 0. Grub mother prepared included egg fnally (6) 02, Take astep - quickly! (5)

03, Made hand movements (5)

04, Labour hard (4)

11.H American team game () 05, Witer, account-keeper (5)

12. Follows (mus) (5) 0. Birds as a class of vertebrates (4)
15, Staket put down before deal (4) 07. Gratis (4)

16, Turkish commander, chief 10, Eukogy, Laudation (%)

08, He has a mistress of fifty and above (5)
09, Fighting craft whips are endiessly used for (7)
11. Game, like this chue, amang the French ()

03. Made signs that urged set to change (8)

04, To the talian it may be hard work (4)

05. He's an office warker, unless he's a priest (5)

06. To save the first to the last is for the birds (4)

07, Professianal charge is about right if it's for nothing (4)
10, Eulogy written for ape orying cut for revision (3)

08, Paramour (5)
09, Naval vessel (T)

12. it follows on some of those guests in music (5)
15, The stake put up coming back fram volcano (4)
16. Turkish commander needs to get in once

officer {3) 12 Mount high in the air (&) more (3} 12. Sound angry to be a high-flier (4)
17. Female relative (4) 13, Ludicrous, ridiculous. (8) 17. Didnt start the pleasure-trip with parent’s 3. Going round half of California with car is ludicrous (8)
1%, Thespian (5} 14, Heavenly body (4) sister (4) 14, Top 19 indicated by an asterisk (4)

19. One taking the part of Creat perhaps (5)

1. Schockmasterly pen, and cad it converted (8)
24, To be so faint-hearted sounds foul (7)

5. Inboth sides, to be in debt will ket one down (5)
26, Columnn with 2 box for posters (6)

18, inhale cocaine of the kind that includes nitrogen (5)
20, Gove me a go at this character in Greck (5)

21, Token of victory to secrete in cne’s hand {4)

22,1t will suddenly cocwr to one at daybreak (4)

23. A Fellow to give one a bit of cheek (4)

21, Schoolmasterty, fussy as to
speech (8)

24, Domestic fowl (7)

25, Not so elevated (S)

26, Tall upright rock (6)

18, Quick drink; sound thecugh the nose (5)
20, Last Groek letter (5)

21, Frong of hand (4)

22, First light (4)

23, Skin fissure caused by cold (4)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2509

ACROSS 1, Pipes 4, Horatio 8, In the mean time 10, Evade 11, Name 12, Omen 16, Cvert 17, Exts humble pie 19, Steered 20. Night
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THAW IN
INDO-MALDIVES TIES

The Maldives after a break is now
trying to mend fences with India

KUMARDEER BANERJEE

ndia's recent outreach to Maldives, with External Affairs Minister §
I.lalshanw wisiting the istand nation, a couple of weeks back signi-

fies @ reset in the cumently stressed bilateral relationship between the
neighbours. After new President Mohmmed Mulzzu took charge, there
has been a spate of anti-India voices, which has deralled decades of
cargfully curated strategic defence parinerships. Mr Muizzu's PNC- PPM
cogltion came to power last year, largely driven by India's campaign.
Soon after Indian defence forces manning some critical equipment for
the Maldives, were given marching orders and it seemed relations with
India's nearest maritime naighbour were on a downward spiral without
any checks. Howaver, things began to change somawhere iowards the
beginning of this year and President Mulzzu was invited to PM Modi's
third swearing-in ceremaony in June.
In his speach at the inauguration of the India-assistad projects to hand
over waler and sewerage projects across 28 islands of the Maldives
President was all praise for the Indian PM. He said “The Government
and peaple of Maldives extend our deap gratitude to Prime Minister of
India, His Excellency Narendra Modi, tha Governmant, and the friendly
people of India for their generous and continued assistance o the
Makdives.and discuss strengihening our bilateral relations.”
The speech highlighted a rethink regarding India relations and perhaps
a sient acknowledgement that the Makdives needs India, to come out
of financial siress, Maldives needs nearly millions of dolars in budgetary
support for which the President has already reached out to China, Tlrkiye

and some Middle Eastern nations, However, any bailout by the lending
countries has stiff collaterals attached, which could have risky conse-
fquences in future, Meanwhile India despite getting a bloodied nose, has
been committed to ralling over neary $100 million in payments due from
the Maldives, fo ease off its financial burden. Makdives has also realised
that beyond the India Out rhetoric, a recalibration of the bilateral in terms
of economic and security ties would be a great midway for a stronger
partnership with India. 1t was no coincidence fhat several crical India-
assisted infrastructure projects inaugurabed pre-President Muzzu's tenurg
were an imporiant peg during 5 Jaishankar's visit io Male,
The press redeasa (sswed by the ministry highlighted “EAM visited the
India-assisted Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP) site and joint-
Iy reviewed the progress of this flagship development project that will
connect Male with the adjoining islands of Villinglli, Guihifalhu and
Thilafushi... EAM also visited Addu city on 11 August 2024, duing which
he, along with Foreign Minister and Minister of Constrection and
Ir Jointly inaug the Addu ion and Shore
Protection Project and Addu Detour Link Bridge Project. The visit high-
lights the importance of Maldives, India's maritimea neighbour, as a key
partner in the ‘Neighbourhood First' policy and India’s Vision "SAGAR
1. Security and Growdh for All in the Region,
Makdives remains an importand partner of India in maintaining peace,
stability and prasperity in the Indian Ocean region, *India and Maldives
are dependent on each other for their respective economic, security and
climate change-related issues, However, the resentment in the Maldives
relationship is also a greater message to the new govemment in
Bangladesh, which in the past has not been a great sympathiser with
India's concerng, While the interim gowernment in Bangladesh has so

intained a moderate ling inuity on India bilateral, the polit-
Ical parties in power may not be too kind in future, Like many of India's
neighbours, Bangladesh oo is under severe economic crisis, and soon-
er or later the realisation would dawn that the best bet for the country
I 1o have a good neighbour.

(The writer fs a polcy analyst; wiews are personal)

facebook, com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPionger | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

Monsoon mayhem:
"lackling urban flooding—*=

There is urgent need for comprehensive disaster management and infrastructure
reforms to protect lives and property from future monsoon fury

n the warming world Sea surface
temperature is rising followed by
excessive evaporation and deposi-
tion of moisture leaden vapours in
the form of clouds, When condi-
tions are favourable, incessant rainfall
occurs, Many times, hall' the annual rain-
fall occurs in 24 o 48 hours, Urban infra-
structures are unable to take the chal-
lenge: flooding on roads, IE‘“h”‘ places,
}:rmmd floors and the basement of
uildings is quite common leading to dis-
|u]|a on of rail, road and air traffic as well
as businesses, Rural areas face the brunt
of the mayhem; loss of crops, landslides,
and landslips in hilly tervain can claim
lives and livelihoods and can throw the
economy out of gear,

i
has to be ‘Ejvmnud for the reconstruction
of damaged infrastructures and also for
compensating the losses for the private

ber has been one of the worst of its kind
in living memory,

Big boulders .lm.{vsmnc.s from an 8,26 ha
(81600 sq meter) area on the top of the
hill located at 1550 meters above the
mean Sea level have rolled for 7 km on
a downward slope and smashed build-

the mean Sea level. One ton boulder has
attained the energy of 9 mega Joule,
which is enough to destabilize and
knock down an RCC building in a rural
area.  Monsoon mayhem has caused
damage in many other places in Western
Ghats as well as in the Himalayas,
Landslides and damage to roads and
bridges have posed a H:a]]nngv 1o peo-
ple and twurists in Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand,

In this column let me confine 1o the
Issues faced by metropolitan cities and
make some suggestions 1o deal with i,
The death of three civil service aspirants
in the basement flooding of Rau's coach-
ing centre in Rajendranagar Delhi last
month and also another aspirant dying

MANY TIMES,
HALF THE
ANNUAL

] RAINFALL
ek an the publc fun fpapers money) OCCURS IN 24 T
48 HOURS.
I _ URBAN
D5 Tuly claimed more thin 00 INFRASTRUCTURE
human lives and 'm)urdd an equal num- S ARE UNABLE TO
TAKE THE
CHALLENGE;
FLOODING ON

s domaward sopeand smasted buid._ ROADS, PUBLIC
thrce-four viluges ot 630 meters above PLACES, GROUND
FLOORS AND THE
BASEMENT OF
BUILDINGS IS
QUITE COMMON
LEADING TO
DISRUPTION OF
RAIL, ROAD AND
AIR TRAFFIC AS
WELL AS
BUSINESSES

of electrocution are chilling
reminders of the apathy of the
civic body, We must know the
precautions that must be under-
taken by the agencies and the
building occupants to make sure
tha m'isﬁ-ms are not repeat-
ed, Body of Mumbal had
earlier designed stormwater
drains and m]lfltml infrastructure
to take care of 25 mm of rain in
an hour,

Severe flooding repeatedly occur-
ring during the past several years
has forced them to remodel their
drainage system 1o take care of
maore intense rains up to 50 mm
per houe, However, in places like
Mumbai, Ratnagiei, Satara,
Mahabaleshwar and many other
locations 80 to 10 mm of rain
per hour has been recorded,
Similarly, places in some other
regions of the country are also
experiencing frequent cloud
bursts resulting in 80 to 100 mm
of rainfall p.u%mur for three to
four hours. Wayanad tragedy was
the result of 570 mm of rain in 48
hours,

All Civic authorities in cities like
Mumbai, Chennal, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, Delhi, Gurugram etc
should remodel the drainage sys-
tem to take care of at least 100
mm of rain per hour. The
encroachments on storm water
drains as well as on lake beds
should be removed.

Further, the drains should be reg-
ularly de-silted and cleaned up so
that plastics, polythene bags silts
etc are removed and disposed of
at far-off places, The lakes in the
citles are balancing reservoirs
where the water level should be
regulated by opening the sluice
gates, De-weeding and de-silta-
tion of lakes a ;nf:m- required 1o
be done periodically to ensure
that the water reservoirs are kept
clean up to maximum flood level,
All the inlets of the lakes are

I\\l\lllll\'lv'll 1o ensure tl\:ll none
carry untreated sewage into them,
There is the possibi 1'1;' that lake
water may enter peaple’s houses
at the time of lash Moods; it must
be ensured that sewage water
does  not  enter l%muﬁm.
Stormwater drains in metropol-
itan cities are often found partly
encroached and occupied for liv-
ing by erecting s.m;ullplluh. Such
occupants must be rehabilitated
elaewhere and draing must be
Tully opened for flow of water, Let
us not forget that the existing
stormwater deain is insufficient 1o
take the load of more than 25 mm
of rainfall per hour,

Beds of many urban lakes have
also been encroached, Lake beds
up to high flood levels are meant
for storage of water. The reduc-
tion in volume for storage indi-
cates that the water flows in the
basernent and ground loor of the
buildings, causing undue hard-
ship for the people. Incessant
rains in November 2015 (approx-
imately 483 mm in 24 hours) led
to one of the biggest catastrophes
in Chennal, 500 people were
killed and nearly 10 lakh houses
were sulmwrgnrmmltlng in the
displacement of 1.8 million peo-
ple. Two reasons were attributed
1o the disaster.

One was the encroachments on
lake beds in Chennal and the
other was the delay in regulating
the water level in the Chembaram
Bakkam reservoir. The situation
came under control only when
1.5 lakh cusecs water from this
reservoir was released into the
Adiyar river,

Many wetlands in Chennai have
been occupled by communities,
Pallikarnai wetland used to have
an extent of over 5000 ha has
shrunk to 10% and only 500 ha
is remaining as wvt];mnr at pre-
sent, Unless the encroachments
are cleared, we are likely to face

a similar tragedy in future.Civic
bodies while working on drainage
systems for stormwater as well as
sewer lines must take enough pre-
cautions and keep the drains
and man-haole covered, so that no
person accidentally falls into
them and perishes,
When the road is flooded and
becomes a flowing river, uncov-
ered drains and sewer lines can-
not be identified by people wad-
ing through. People in Mumbal,
Deelhi, Gurugram and many other
metropolitan cities find flood
water trapped in the basements of
their houses, Often they resort to
pumping it out, which rl!:';.lll'dﬁ
time and energy. 1t is advisable 1o
construct a sump underneath so
that the rainwater can be effec-
tively harvested and later used for
VArious purposes,
1f the basement is kept clean, then
flood water collected would be of
drinkable quality, Several Civic
Bodies mandate water harvesting
structures along with new con-
structions while approving Plans,
At the implementation” stage,
however, such structures gener-
ally take care of harvesting water
from the rooftop and ignore
basements, prone to flooding
during cloud bursts,
Water harvesting for basements
should be made compulsory and
must be seriously implemented,
Building by-laws if necessary be
amended by respective civic
agencies to make sure that the
basement of the buildings is used
for parking vehicles, storing
unserviceable items and water
harvesting/ storage only. In no
circumatances should people be
{wlmlltml to wse it for housing,
hotels and businesses.
(The writer is retived
principal chief conservator of
Jorests, Head of forest force,
Karnataka; views
are personal)

Prime Minister Modi’s Ukraine visit: A strategic balancing act
PM's visit underscores India’s evolving role on the world stage, where it seeks to navigate complex alliances and assert its national interests

rime Minister Narendra
PMndi'.s visit to Kylv

marks a significant
moment in international
diplomacy, reflecting India's
strategic balancing act between
Russia and the West amid the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine.
As the first leader from a
nation that maintains stron,
relations with both Russia ;mH
Western countries, Modis visit
sends a nuanced t’l'l.l!sta%t‘ o
global powers, particularly
Russia,
While some observers sugpest
that Maodi's visit is intended 1o
placate Western disappaoint-
ment following his two recent
visits 1o Russia, the m:llltr
appears more complex. Modis
trip to Ukraine serves primar-
ily as a subtle signal to Moscow
that India can engage with
Ukraine as well, This visit

AKHILESH SUMAN

comes at a critical time, coln-
ciding with Ukraines recent
military successes against
Russian forces, adding weight
1o the message Modi intends
1oy deliver,

India's historical relationship
with Ukraine has been far
from warm, yet the scale of
suffering in Ukraine has stirred
sympathy within India, This
sentiment is reflected in Mo
carlier statements, emphasiz-
ing that this Is not an eea of war

and advocating for peaceful
resclutions, Despite this, India
Ihas refrained from condemn-
ing Russia's actions, continu-
ing to purchase oll from
Maoscow, which has been cru-
cial for Russia during the con-
flict,

However, Russia's increasing-
Iy close ties with China have
become a point of concern for
India, particularly regarding
China's aggressive behavior
along the Indian border, The
2020 Galwan Valley cdash and
subsequent military tensions
have strained India-China
relations, making Russia’s per-
ceived indifference to Indias
security concerns troubling,
The Irequent meetings
between Russian President
Viadimir Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping have
heightened these concerns,

lenpu’ng India 1o reassess its
orelgn policy strategy.
M'hliﬁi \-l'lsll n’\‘ L'krulﬁ’" can be
seen as a diplomatic effort 1o
subtly pressure Russia into
reconsidering its relationshi
with China, By nng-.lgingwh];
Ukraine, India signals to
Muoscow that its close ties with
Beijing cannot be taken for
granted without potential con-
sequences, Historically, India
has enjoyed a strong relation-
ship with Russia, especially in
defense, but the evolving
geopolitical Jandscape requires
India to prioritize its national
intere

Mo 1 also underscores
Ind! ependent foreign
policy, a principle that has

guided the country since the
Cold War era. India has lon

prided nsv]l’nnjmmn-;llqumj
stance, making decisions based

on strategle interests rather
than aligning with any partic-
ular bloc, This approach
remains relevant in the 21st
century, as India navigates the
complexities of glnhnﬁ:nliti.ca.

Inglias refusal to outright con-
nited

demn Russia at the
Nations has caused [
with Western capitals,
However, Modi's visit to
Ukraine demonstrates that
Indias neutrality does not
imply inaction or tacit
approval of Russian aggression,

Instead, it reflects a nuanced
;lrpm:l.:h. balancing relation-
ships and interests while
encouraging Russia to recon-
sider its military strategy.

As India seeks to strengthen its
ties with Western nations, par-
ticulardy in the Indo-Pacific
region where China's assertive-
ness is a growing concern,
Modis visit to Ukraine reaf-
firms Indiak commitment toa
multipolar workd, India values
its strategic autonormy, making
decisions based on its nation-
al interests—a stance that has
occasionally drawn criticism
from its allies,

Anather important aspect of
Modi's visit is India's interest
in contributing to Ulcraine's
reconstruction efforts, The
war has left Ukraine in ruins,
and India sees an opportuni-
1y to phay a role in its nebuild-

ing process. This invelvement
would not only be a humani-
tarian gesture but also a strate-
gic investment that could ben-
efit the Indian economy. India
has already provided human-
itarian aid 1o Ukraine, and
Maodils visit could pave the way
for more substantial suppaort,
including infrastructure pro-
Jec logistical assistance,
which would also benefit relat-
ed Indian industries,

Furthermare, India’s invalve-
ment in Ukraines reconstruc-
tion could serve as a counter-
balance to Chinas Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), By offer-
ing an alternative model of
development cooperation that
respects the sovereignty of
partner countries, India posi-
tigns itself as a more favorable
partner for nations in need,
This approach aligns with

Indias broader poal of posi-
tiening itself as a global leader
and a moral force in interna-
tional diplomacy.
As the world closely watches
Modi's visit to Ukraine, the
petential outcomes could have
far-reaching implications for
global power dynamics,
Should Modi's diplomacy con-
tribute to a ceasefire between
Hussia and Ukraine, India
could emerge as a significant
peacemaker and problem
soslver on the world stage. This
would enhance [ndia's reputa-
tion as a mation capable of mav-
igating complex geopolitical
landscapes while maintaining
its principles and strategic
autonony.
(The writer is is a senior four-
nalist who has been covering
fareige affairs for many vears;
views are personal)



12

ﬁmdustfan Times

ESTABLISIEED IN 1924

[ OUR TAKE )

Need balance in
e-retail debate

Anti-competition concerns are valid, but need
to recognise gains for small businesses, buyers

ammeree minister Piyush Gcm\lsrr!tlnl
caWidnesd

(Including the cnargeurf]retlunry pl‘lLlI‘lgdnﬂ

Nouting foreign investment laws) underline the
government's uncase with the growth model of many
e-commerce glants. Their financial heftis undoubtedly
worrying given its anti-competitive fallout, even for
smaller organised retail players, leave alone so-called
mom-and-pop or kinena stores, There have been
phecemeal atternpts o curb the anti-competitive effectof
e-commerce giants, but the general perceptionis thata
National E-Commerce Policy, in the works since the first
draft released in 2019 proved too unwieldy to be
actionable, may be the deliverance needed.

Areport by the Boston Consu lting Group and the
Retailers Association of India released earlier thisyear
shows thatonline commerce’scustomer-addition
growth has showed from the Covid years, with lower
discounts, a move towards premiumisation and, most
importantly, shifting customer habits ns offline regained
lost favour, The e-commerce space will see sharp
growth over the next few years, but this must be read
agninst the healthy growth projected for the entire retail
sector over the next decade, Thiswould indicate that
bothonline and offline players will have ample room o
prosper = provided the playing field is level, Thatis
where much of the problem lies, as Goval explained
on Thursday as he clarified his comments, even as he
doubled d them. For| hereare
significant anti-competition issues involving large
ecommerce firms, from predatory pricing to
platform neutrality, But while Goyal's waming about
e-commerce’s impact in terms of driving out kirana
stores and eausing “huge social disruption” is justified, it
needs to bewelghed againsta clutch of considerations,
a5 the minister admitted on Thursday. After all, e
commerce has expandled reach for millions of vendors,
small manufacturers, and other small businesses,
allowing them to access o far larger market than offline
stores could ever promise, At the consumer end, there is
much broader choice than before, And the space has
also contributed significantly to employment
generation over the lastdecade or so,

It's important to recognise that the technology
adopted by e-commerce firms allows for far greater
streamlining of operations, and thereby cost savings.
That said, this advantage is not likely to spell doom for
the offine plavers, given kirana stores have survived
organised retail’s innovations and advantages of scale.
The debate on e-commerce needs to consider both
perspectives, For starters, a well-considered policy
will help.

India must walk with
Kyiv, and Moscow

rime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Ukraine

will be followed very closely by India's

Interlocutors in the West and Russia, given that it
comes after his trip 1 Moscow a litthe more thana
month ago for the summit with President Viadimir
Putin, Images of Modi embracing Putin on the daya
Russian strike hit Kyiv's langest children's hospital and
thee visit coinciding with the NATO Summit in
Washington triggered outrage in the West and
Ukraine. The trip to Ukraine has alrendy generated
considerable speculation about any role that India
could play in the ongoing efforts to find a peaceful
resolution to the conflict between Russia and Ukraine,

The Indian side has been loath to take on any role in

directly mediating between the two warring countries
though it has indicated that itcan help by passing
messages between the twosides. The Ukralnlan side
has already said one of the main topics for discussion is
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's ten-point peace
formula, which calls for withdrawal of Russian forces
and restoration of borders, and urged India to tak

OPINION

How India can tackle
its climate challenges

A shift from a forecasting
focus to one on early
warning systems at the
local level and making
relevant data more
accessible for research
will go a long way. And,
policy must be proactive
to contain fallout rather
than being reactive to it

nelia’s mnurkuhk strides in sl

shgnificant threats, The Indian Ocean

They should aceount for reglonal var-

Is warming rapidy, a
yan glaciers are meling away. ThL
subcontinent now laces more fre-
quent and intense weather events,
Including floads, doudburses, land-

compounded by increasing land-use
changes and rapld development,
These Impacts threaten Food, water,
and energy security and endanger
lives and livelihoods scross Lidia,

It is now clear we need
comprehensive early warn- -
Ineg, sywtems, not just fore:
cots. Addressing the esci
lating climate challenges

ence and logy are
reflected in the prestigious
Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar —

the National Science Award —
confermed by the President of
India this week, Amang the sclentists
recognised for their contributions, |
am honoured to be acknowledged in
the field of climate science, Climale
sclence, ol course, 15 o dynamic leld
that will be key 1o India sekling the
climase crisls as i undolds — now and
I the future. As the country’s climate
landsenpe evolves rapidly, often out-
posciing o rescarch and develo pment
elforts, it rises critlenl questions:
How has this kndscape shifted, snd
what steps enn we take to address the
grave chalbonges that scoxmpany it?
Tnaier’s clima e andsenpe has expe-
rienced dramatic changes over reoent
decades, The once favourable geo-
graphical positioning, flanked by the
seas and the mountains, now faces

management authorities.
‘W also need policles that
can safeguard Ives nnd liveli-
homds. Reactive disaster

NEW DELHI
FRIDAY
AUGUST 23,2024

ty commiuni-
ation of risks, which requires
enhanced coordi nation across various Tlii!w.hlr andd Augusi saw a mumber of lndslides, inchading the ones
Eovernment and depa in 0 lives REUTERS
ments. We urgently need o dedicated

ghts, and  ressarchand develop it data units in each min- Integrating indigencus knowledge

npacts are  locused on early warndng systems.  isiry ensuring public accessibility.  with modern schence l.lﬂl‘l!ﬂ huL-mu.
Such an institution should faciitate  The principle s ward —  approach
dhata exchange, promote inter-minks- — publichy-fundid data should be avallie — risks. By involving communities in
terial cooperation, and provide  ble In the public domain. However,  these elfons, westrengthen ourabil-
actionable insights o the disaster I bar- ity wddevelop resilient, adaptive sorat-

jpoorimg

rlers o transdisciplinary research.
For expmple, miy research student's
roquest for forest vegetation data to
wuly climate impacts: w‘u l:lﬂ with
| 1l

egies o face climate challenges
together,
Inelis stanels o2 o eritical juneture in
s climate journey, The need for com-
— -

w
Torecasts are often inade-

than weather quante to sve Hes and Hvel i
tmmﬂng.]ndnl[umul R homds. A more proactive
ng systemn is among the best oxy approach is needed, one that
mm Iy, fairly copable of  Mathew  jnvolves disaster-proofing
predicting our tropleal Kall reghorns at the district and

wenther conditions up to
thiree days in advance. How-
ever, weather forecasts do not always
Lransbate to the impacts

panchayat kevels We need
policies that focus on identi-
Tying hazardows hotspots — whether
it I landslides, ¢ heat-

uulIrp‘mlnl%alllrnllfumlllun
needs 1o be taken 1o the next level, 1o
gencrate landslide and fashood
lorecnsts and also carly warnings for
climate-sensitive discases ke dengue.
This year, July nad August sow &
number of landslides, including the

across the country, We did not havea
comprehensive fmmework 1o provide
warnings for theie events,
Elfective carly wirning systems
mist ntegrate local 1opography,
demagraphics, and infrasiructure,

wives, of dengue —and implement
proactive measures o profect the
most vulnerable populations. We
have the wehnologieal capabllity o
@chiove this, and it s crucial for pro-
et o st ol risk,

And, very significantly, we need to
make the relevant data sceessible,

Torest department, despite the dey
ment being o primary beneflclary.
Similarly, another student's attempt
o access weekly dengue data for
developing a health enrly wamning
dystern was hindered by lack ul
access, despite the data being held by
state health depantments. This sins-
tion highlights the urgent need fora
robust framework o make India's
it more accessite, ensuring i sup-
ports research and decision-making
within the country,

Climate adaptation reguines collec
e acthon, and local communiges are
eruclal o this effors, Educating people
about climate risks and engaging
them In disaster preparedness can

Dt pceessll by and sl

feal for addressing climate challenges
in Inclia , yet they remain one of the
biggest hurdles. The country’s data

alrale
Bles. Cnmmunlllmmn participate in
activities lile monitoring weather and
climite conditions, restaring local

accessibility policy that
dhata from oll ministries and dep

ritwiting lo cas|
b ecitizen scl-

warning sy

menis be open and shareable, with

ence networks,

o clirmate resillenoe hus never been
more pressing. By investing in
ndvanced carly warning systems,
ensuring robust data accessiblity,
il deveel opimg prowctive policies, we
i better mmigane e fmpacts of the
climate crisis and safeguard our moss
vulnerable populations.

As we oelebrate scientific achieve
ments and recognise e contribu-
tons of our INnovasors, ket us also
commit o butlding a resilent and dis-
ster-prol Incia, A bocad early warn-
Img missbon s as mportant to e
Earth's future as any space mission.
With deddbcation s ncomprehensive
wpproach, we can tckle the climate
challenges of woday and ensure a
saker, more secure future for all,

Roay Mathew Koll b o climete solensist ar
e bndiam Bssttnte of Trogical
Mewnrafogy end o foad asithor and
reviewer of recent [PCC repares.

The views expressesl ave persaral

Team-builders better for
business than tyrants

Elon Musk and Steve Jobs arc celebrbed
For thedr relentless drive, visiomary prow-
88, and, ok times, wulooratic methods,
Thelr mames evoke images of intense board-
room battles, kate-night work sessions, and o

l n thetech wiorld, domineering keaders ke

Tuta ed the Tata Group's ghobal expansson,
acquiring brands 1ike Jaguar Land Rover and
Teethery Tea, and growing operations in over KK
countries, Similurly, Mahindrs expundel the
Mahindra Group into sectors such as sero-
space, rlg1hmllmi. rln:I m.

lebers

singler i the fmpos-
sible, Think Musk sloeping on the factory
foor or hnuling o kitehen sink into te Twit-
ter hendquarters, Remember Steve saying,
“There's just one more thing..” presaging the
next big announcement is a packed crowd at
WWDC wemt berserk.

Musk's SpoceX and Teslo and Jobs' Apple
ane estaments 1o e hetghts such leadership
can reach, However, these ligures also have i
darker sice. Musk is known for crealing a
toxle work environment, with répons of
extreme pressure and high tumover rales,
Jobs waas indumous for his abrasive and often
demeaning behavioar towards
eimgoyees,

Sadly, these lead ers hove beoome
role models for many aspiring CEDs.
The Silicom Valley mantra is that
greatness requines not just vision
and Innovation, but alio i certaln
ruiilessness and ecoentrity —ster-
wotypienl qualities that VCs ook for,
This mindset has Hkely pushiod some
CEO tyrants to cross the line.

In part, this glorification is due to the
media, Jerks drive clicks, and outrgeous
amluﬂmlw ral great storyielling. But these

nfact, nat the
ruke. IJIIMR‘ nurmerous ane CEOs who are
qubet successes, bullding loomke companbes

ping on others or blstant sell-aggrandise-
ment The quiet CEOs take an aliernative
approach to leadership that emphaskes col-
labaration, empathy, snd employee empow-
erment. Although you won't read nearly as
much whout it, this style dcﬂﬂnwuull) s
cessful CEOs such as Satya N ro-

Vivek
Wadhwa

impressive as Apple or Tesla, bt you will
rarely hear of negintives about these leaders,
Thelr compandes dom't revolve around thelr
personalities; they are known for thelr suc-
cesses, 5o what is it about Indian executives
that sets them apan?

The book, Leading From The Back: To
Achieve The bmj ‘i Iy Rawl Kane, Harry
Paul and Ross Reck, provides s compelling
comparison between westem leadership
slyles exermplilicd by Musk and Jobs and the
eollaborative approsches of ndisn CEOs,
Kunt, who served as the CED of Tata Motors.

and worked closely with Tata,
eaplosinys that while the former cun be
eflective in driving high performance
and innovation, it doos not tbways do

JOE BIDEN

<
Imadeitcle

talks in Cairoto

¢ deal
to closure, We discussed upeoming

nove any

1z obstacles

Eliminating TB by 2025
looks near impossible

—Voltalre

pimism is the madness of |naisting
0 Ut all ks well when we are miserabile,
In response bo the World Health

sl can also d

Warse, the tyrannical management
approach often comes at the cost of
employee morale and long-term
decline, Apple s wday coasting an
the fumes of Jobs' labours with the
iPhome, Teshn is btting hard times s
competition builds and ies product stability
stagnates even as public outcry arlses about
Its cavalier approach o safety.

In contrast, the keadership styles of the
Indian CEOs emphasise cmpathy, empower-
mient. and collaborthon, The esence of Lead-
g from the Back 15 the bebied that irue ader-
ship Is nol about being at the forelront, but
about enabling olhers 1o succeed, bulli on
three core principles:

How should 1he? This principle empha-
slwes sl preparation md personal growth It
lwullulwdcrxlu nlllnl‘ah un open mind,

pof their roles, and practise

soft, Shantanu Narayen of Adobe, Qumhr
Pichai of Google — and executives such as
Ratan Tata and Anand Mahindrma in Inchin,
Curiously, the majority of these hyper-sue-
cessfl but quiet kaders are of Indian descent
or natonality.

Madella transformed & stagnating Micro-
solt riven by rivilries amd stuckin the aggres-
sive mindset of the Steve Ballmer era by los-

e of collaiboration and continu-
& "dinasaur into

13
focus on cloud computing, Anilic
gence (AL, and Inchusive and humble leader-
smp.sl millaely. Narayen transitloned Muh.

greater role, s the voice of the Global South, in peace
efforts based on the formula. This is a tough ask, given
that India is not keen on doing anything that is seen as
going against Russia, one of its oldest strategic parmers
and a key supplier of defence hardware and energy.
Much as India enjoys the benefits of its friendship
with Russia, the emerging Russia-China no-limits
relationship has become a source of concern in New
Delhl, Ties with Moscow may be leveraged agalnst
Befjing-caused heartburn, but Russia remainsan
unequal partner to China, something that India must
hedge against. And, it mustassure the West, thatit
remains committed w peace and democracy.

muchine, qnph:-
slalng customer experience and etmployre sal:
hampi

dmrhnan Anapen mind allows leaders o
embrace new idens, Assuming ownership
instils  sense of responsi bility towards the
organisation and s . Detachment
Invvalvies letting the team take the spotlight,

Fostering thedr growth and autona:

Hew should | deal with the team? Effec-
e bemdership Imvobves ereating & supportive
and empowering environment [or U team,
Thds mes s Lrustiag Cearm members o nvake

1 without

{WHO) End TH strategy ealling
lu( tuberculosis (TH) deaths (o be podced by
85% by 2005, the government bad declared
tha Indin would eliminase T ten yearseartier,
by 2025 Yet, TR resolutely remains the coun-

ny's health care challenge. The latest
WHOGlobal TB it reveils thint India has
the world's kargest THepidemic at 26 million,

e country accounds for the highest mmber of
TH enses. (26% of the global 1otal) as well as
multd-chrug resistamt (MIH-TH) cases (135,000,
A% ol the burden). Sadly, it also continues o
T (e vt TH dhesaths annual ly, and e dis-
case resulls In a staggering cooncmic boss of
$21.7 bllion a year. Even these figures asecon-
sidderable underestlmaies as not all
patierits are notifled, Some of the rewr
s why Indin is unlikely to elimi-
nate TH in the neat decade ane sur-
muavriscd here,

Even os we know that accurate

contributing 1o thousands of preventalile
denths Aa exciting new reglimencalied BPal.,
weoild albow MR treatment 1o be shorencd
Trom 20 b jusst sbx: montha, Woeldwide, over 400
canmiries have introdsced it but Indiy has net,
Recent reports suggest that BPal's introduc-
tion in India is imminent, However, the pro-
grnmme’s rall-aut must be expedited, -md it
st be ensured that the N‘imm is made
Il MDR-TH patierts at the ouri
Ewmllmul:ml:ulrmlulmuullnnpl.v
[l thvecoumtry (mostly children and vulner-
able household contacts) are infiected by the
bacteria, treatment of latent TE infection
{LTEI) s & low priority, Identifying and treat-
them with simple prophylactic drugs
e ity get wctive disease would have &
huge Inl:uvl Rilspentine, o plvotal dlﬁlu
ireat LT lse being manufsctur
IMIn |% not yet avallable. It would
slmplify the treatment from six
maontha to just 12 doses over throe
months,
Furthermaore, health conditions
Tk cliabeetes, smoking. and pollstion

dlgnossls and promape rentment inick ZarirF are strongly linked 1o an increased
e —— Uy e e
ern molecular diagnostics needs o = = malnutrition are linked o TH and
becorne more widespread. A siudy ey b wesponsible for up to 0%, of
from Mumbai highlighted an unacceptably  incldence in the counery,

long average delay between & patient's first

syrnptom and treatment initlation: 6

@ drug-sensitive TH patient and 92 days loran

MID-TH patient. The soamer reatment com-

mences, the quicker the cycle al alrbarne
Isslon b halicd

guidance

g, 1¢'s about fostering aculture where ieam
miermbers feel valued and motivated (o con-
wribute thedr best elfans,

Howw should | denl with the wsk? This
principle ocuses on Use lender’s approsch o
.1.('1uwlns goals, Leaders should Facilliate an

whire lom thrives, and

Isfmsction. Mchal at Google has al;
oned a cultre of openness nad ln(lullm.
driving innovation while mainisining & strong
focus on user-centric design and ethical AL

ADOPTING
STYLETHA
COLLABORA /
EMPOWE \ﬂ\ll CAN LEAD

1 il
IRE POSITIVE u(}lik

Mt
ENVIRONMENT

inerementnl achievements an: stepping sones:
10 greater success.

Adopting a leadership style that empha-
slses callaboration and empowerment cin
lead to numerous long-term benefis. It ere-
ates & more sustainable and positive work
environment, where employees are engiged
and motivated The tyrannical CEO always has
agime limit The funure of leadership lies not

I the hands of a single vislonary, but in the
colles cﬂw sirengih and creativity of empow-
ered leams.

With under-investment in pubilic health and
the T programime, the public sector s over-
srewched. Becauss of the dellcienckes per-
cedved o encountered in the pulblic sector,

Allis mot gloom and docm, however, The
Indian TH programma has made progress in
thie kst decade, with improvement in notifice-
it el cvre: mates el a reduction in THind-
dence and death rates. A nutritional support
:n.h.n:' [ Nikshay Poshan 'rojnm recognises

nnd pruv\dﬂ patdenes with o amu]l mmonthily
auim of LS00, The appolntment of Soumya
as peinciy for the TH

B0-50r% of Indlan TH e b0 neur
large oul-olpocket ocperses and seck real
ment with unengaged and unregulvied privase
proctitioners. A study we did a decsde ago
showed that bess than 5% of private i
conikd proseribe lI\rumldlwmd s Jor

gt dlirection
lhm hlutghr grent cheer o this writer.

Saclly, TB i so decply rooted in India that
elimination in the next decade is unlikely. For
this to happen, intent must be backed by
greater |ml|l|r||| WHI commitment, and

o TH patient, a5 most nore [vestment bs needed
uuarﬂdﬂw thatwenikl mmﬁmml‘iﬂ! !n health In aoneml and TH in particular,
ill clise of TH this year,

From MDR md XDH. [( atensively drug-re-
sistant) 1o TOR (otally drog-resiaant), India
haes thye fargest mumber of DR-TH cases In the
il some with the most

almost each of these preventable if patents
had aceess o the diagnostics, digs, and sup-
|'| .m1|-1m o thise I m«'n ff‘lﬂlﬂﬁu

paierns, This form of TR isextrem oy dilficult

wiveina
dunlu

and expensive o treal and (s a

Vhverk Wiadbrws by the CEO of Visraix B
The views expressed ure personnl

threal. Access 0 new drugs so desperately
b MIIR-TH, suach s ||
line, ddmllulTll.aMp‘me\mu b umkul

Harir F Udwadia is an inreraanional expert
and WHD comsultang on TR
Thoe wiews expresseel are persural
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When Modi meets Zelens

To move forward, India and Ukraine will have to let go of past hurts.
Ahistoric opportunity awaits the two new global players in Kyiv

Z WA
ANASTASIA PILIAVSKY

THE HISTORIC, FIRST-EVER visit of an Indian
head of state to Ukraine is taking place as
Ukraine celebrates its Independence. The
timing is not accidental. It's part of a
tightrope balancing act, which India's Prime
Minister Narendra Maodi has been walking
between Russia and Ukraine, and between
China and the US,

Maodi's recent sojourn to Moscow left
Innlla <Wra:r:n allies unimpressed, and

Iu.ra a Russi,

sIIr hit .nhlklrm‘alumpual:n Kyint, Mochi was
showvn embracing Vadimir Putin, who called
him his “dearest friend.” The timing of the
attack eolneided with a message: Foe all its
rhetoric of pacifist non-alignment, India re-
mains Russia's steadfast ally, umwilling to
condemn its most heinous war crimes.
Russia's refusal to repatriate 69 Indian citi-
zens who have been duped into fighting its
wiar = even after Modi's visit  is another at-
tesmipt te theow Incia stategically off-kilter.

The cordial visit to China's closest ally and
the world's bigggest aggressor-state troubled
‘Washington, which made deepening trade
and defence cooperation with Inclia a cor-
nerstone of foreign policy.

Modi's visit to Ukraine, fllowing aday in
Poland, Kyiv's key ally, is an opportunity to
swing back tobalance, to restore India's rep-
utation as a peaceable yet principled ghohal
player, and to reassure Euro-American allies,
who are by far its most important economie
and strategic partners.

Don't be fooled iy rumours that Modi is
carrying Putin's peace message to Kyiv. That
is but another one of Kremlin's information
stunts, meant to paint Putin as a peace-
secker. Modi will no doubt call President
\c\:lmlymyr?xlmmwm pNerIall:u;ur it
heh. refused toact
i Russia’s war against Lkraine,

I Kytv, Mo will be parsuing other aims.
For India, the visit presents an opportunity
to review and re-launch its relations with
Europe's largest, resource-rich state. Before
Russia's full-scale imasion, Ukraine exported
vast quantities of agricultural, machine-
luileling and military goods to lndia. Russia's

under the Ukrainian-born Leonid Brezhney
wha supported the country, Fewer still know
that the slogan Hindi-Rusi bhai-bhai was
coined by LISSR's Ukrainian leader, Nikita
Khrushchey, whao did the most to advance
Indo-Soviet relations.

In the late 1990s, Ukraine did sell 3207-
BOUID tanks to Paldstan in a deal that saved
the Kharkiv Tank Factory from going bank-
rupt. But Ukraine has ahways exported maone
military equipment to India than Pakistan,
And between 2008 and 2022, Ukraine's anms
deliveries to India doubled, while sales to
Pakistan dropped by a third,

The real skeleton in history's closet here
Is Russia's, Since the embargo on anms sales
to Pakistan was lifted 10 years ago, Russia
rushed to military cooperation with
Istamabad, helping it to acquire large Mi-26
transport helicopters, precision-gubded mu-
nitions, artillery, air defence, and long-range
missiles. Military exports to Pakistan are in
Fact part of Russia's regional strategy: A sale
of alreraft o India is always “halanced” by a
sabe of anti-aircraft systems ml‘.ﬂc:uan

shelling has damaged these but
the war also created new opportunities for
Indo-Ukrainian co-operation: Economic,
military and political,

Tor move Farward with these, India and
Ukraine will have to let go of past hurts. Yes,
26 years ago, a newly independent Ulkraine,
h.n-lm;]uwtsnrmuplnum nuclear arsenal,

Ukrainian 7
do not only propel Indian battleships and
submarines, they also enabled the
Chandrayaan moon landing. On the eve of
Russia's full-scale invasion, India signed a
100-million-dollar deal with Ukraine's
Zorya-Mashproekt to develop gas turbine
pawer plants, The Zorya-Mashproekt s ina

th i largest, criticised India's nu-
clear tests. Contrary to comman rumaour,
however, Ukraine never voted against them
in the UN Security Council, of which it was
not a member. It also opposed nuc lear tests
in Pakistan, Ukraine has been critical of
India's Kashmir palicy, but so have most of
India's key Euro-American partners. While
mary in India believe that Russia stood by
Indiaduring the 1971 war with Pakistan, few
realise that it was actually the Soviet Union

AN

HITESH JAIN

ASERIES OF motivated and spurious argu-
ments have been advanced in various fo-
rums alleging that the Modi government in
2018 aimed to institutionalise lateral en-
tries to undermine reservation in appednt-
ments, These assertions misrepresent the
true intent of Lateral entry and conveniently
ignore the ad-hoc appointments made
during the Congress regime, as well as how
the institutionalisation of lateral appoine-
ments was a crucial step in addressing
hlalurlﬁl l|ﬁ|.|‘|lﬂ|l|.1lluh

city which has been under Bussian shedling.
‘While Russia keeps waging war, Ukraine will
need new production sites, which India can
offer, while abso creating thousands of jobs,
‘With Bharat Forge acquiring half of the com-
pary's stakes last year, gas turbine produc-
ton will be at the top of Modi's agenda,
Russia's war has ironieally generated
ideal circumstances for Indo-Ukrainian mil-
Itary trache, Experts agree that this is the last
war for older Soviet tanks and other military

Russia’s war has ironically
penerated ideal
circumstances for Indo-
Ukrainian military trade.
Experts agree that this is the
last war for older Soviet
tanks and other military
couipment, Ukraines urgent
need for weapons required to
defend itsell ereates an
opportunity for India o shed
the virtually obsolete Sovier
arms. As India pivors away
from Soviet and ]luwmn

R Sasikumar

equipment, UI:mInr s urgent need for

WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Instead of hanning stucent politics ke
ban party-hased politics on
better proect student interes

s, acti
, andd ensure

sether, university sdministrations should
te and empower student unions to
cadermic and intellectual freedoms

s thiat they can grow to e the leaders we need "= THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

A giant, creaky
system

RG Kar case, NEET paper leak row, deaths of UPSC
aspirants raise the question: What does it mean
to be educated and professional in this world?

SAIKAT MAJUMDAR

TGREW LIP about a 15 minutes” walk

afecol s 2 lakh, the coaching centres had no
safiety stanclards in spaces where the youth
studied and spent time. Poor drainage, even
electrocution deaths, were comimon in these
streets, and Delhi's unexpected monsoon
romentum did the rest.

lean'timagine that it feels very cheery o
be an educated, ambitious, young person
in India right now: And herein lies a fright-
ening irony. With ageing populations all
across the post- :ndualm] warld — even

the R G Kar Medical Cullrgr an(IHmpnlalln
Kolkata, | couiphe of visits to it

men’s hostel, wllr:rcd school friend was
ﬂullylmg to I:c a doctor, and even an

with a now-stall growth in

China — the pupuht:mlwulrml has been

aneof India's unique st hs, be it in the

size and independence of the domestic

rmarket or the momentum of its cdumul
rk . As someone I

in theirroam. | W

was, to Imns outin a friend's hmlc] and
spend nights there, When | heard about the
} arralatl m r el

al

in higher
i

anew

h:ghrr ril ucation, I'w Wl[!lc"ﬂﬁrﬂ this
hand

trainee at this hospital, the grimy and crum-
Biling walls of its corridors and washrooms
came hack bo haunt me. Iapulv: toone uhhr

— as well as the aspirations and anxieties
around it. But the news from the wider
sphere of state education and competitive

RG Karstudents with hack
then, now a repated plvyml.m inthe city.
The infrastructure was just as shoddy and
Bireikeen back then, but there was a sense of
trust and community among the students
that, he said indeep dismay, had completely
shattered these past few years under the

WeApOns regui an
opportunity for India to shed the virtually
obsolete Soviet arms. As India pivats away
from Soviet and Russian weapons bo NATO
systems, it can swap Soviet hardware and
ammamition for Western counterparts, in the
way that Poland updated nlmrmml In Ihr

current ac [ the hospital,

exams for g pasitions has rip-
pled with shocks that have reminded us
that we have not fixed any of our old prob-
lerms, Usehecked, they have caused greater
havee on lives. The classtrophobla of men-
tal health has turned into death by water
and violence. s this the system and the at-

mmphm-l Im:mlwv:rr.xly{uruurlulmr

There is something soul-d
about this deeply smdmdwulmllunaml
death of anambits relucated per-

o ?0ro
Imwa ru]ﬂ:lrn( bodies is |hr:nm.1|:.ﬂslr

san at the start of an important career. No
one woulkd ever claim that the value of an
educated prodessional life is hlslu-t than

Fate of ampe

Atatimewhen the mental-health crisis
among college-going students is a pan-
demic, the system of health education re-

onewhich hasn't recelved such

past twoyears, Nodoubt
expertence in Poland,

Ukraine's maritime victory against
Russia's vastly superior Black Sea Floet, \-dum

ment. lmmnqullc the opposite, If .m edu-

vealed its terrifying crack in the

the

cated, chafate

during her pnﬂrmmlduly‘.wﬁal llun I|

~ thee Nati 2 Test
rm‘ nationwide entrance to medical degree

wias achieved with
drone technology, has placed Ukraine at the
vanguard of modern, low-cost defence de-
velopments. Military cooperation with
Ukraine could be a strategic game-changer
for India, especially in the Indian Ocean,
where it faces a neighbour with a military
budget nearly four times the skze of its own,

‘Weapons will not be the only matters in
focus, Whike Ulcraine's future reconstruction
will offer huge opportunities for India’s
strained labour market, both countries are
leaders in digital statchood, a key site of po-
tential cooperation, Indian electronic voting

Ukraine, while Ukraine's ground-breaking
[HIA app, which places government docu-
ments .md vr:\ﬂLc; WLI.IrcIyln one’s smart
phane,

T sations in Kyiv
tense, | i i onswath

Fuissta and China, its other major tracle partner,
{Zalorek Jos with i

weapons to NATO sy
itean swap Soviet I|<m1 ware
and ammunition for Western
counterparts, in the way that
Poland updated its arsenal in
the past two vears, No doubt
Moi discussed this
experience in Poland.

Modi's neutral |:|:|1|l|ir;\r Ukraine's
Indcpchdmv: Da)' whlch Bollows on India's

even mean to be
in this world? And what does it mean for
thie vast majority who cannot even aspire to
her position?

st it has been adark year for ambitious
and aspérational youth in India. Just about a
maonth ago, three young people — two
women and a man — drowned ina private
eoaching centre for LIPSC mmmmmllnm in

— still a poorly resohed con-
tmvmy It was an inevitabile meeting of ill-
fated forces — the 1I!rn (Inp:ratlml for a
seat, greed i
tration, and a giant, creaky, unstable system
perpetually walting for disaster,
Cliches are true, Ina country with a mag-
nitude and diversity like India, pelar oppo-
sites don't nulify each other, Higher educa-

Delhi's Rajinder Nagar. They

0 the Indian Administrative Service —
which draws hundreds of thousands of
provincial youth to the concentration camps
of eoaching in Delhi, Education, with its
unigque promise ol upwand socio-cconomic
mobility, generates a mushroom cloud of
anxlety across social rl.mmn lnslm_ annl
there is nod

Har g
hopes for millions of young Indians, Netflx
shows around aspirants bear testimonny to
that as much as the enclless queves for ad-
missions to college and professional pro-
grammes. But what is the safety around
these queues? What is the safety even after
y\:u'vcm.xlr it to the training? The hormify-

i facy of the RG Kar murder should

vulnerabie to turn fear ancl a;plr.nlﬁ:n It
profit. It has been almost a decade sinee an
0T mm]myalunmnu\hnkarj.un wote

ot histract us from the vastand chilling net-
wrk of medical corruption to which it
points, If we cannot ensure safe spaces

about b adark
and clammy Foorm in R.uauhan s Kota, the
national capital of private coaching for en-
glnmlm; ENAFANGE Lesits — .md the spine-

student aspirants and y
fessionals — if a trainee doctor cannot catch
hier rest between ber duty hourswithout the
fiear of being violated and murdered, what is

i, offiers
a partnership between states that have now
emerged from colonial shadows to become
magar new players in the wider world

|5 carved by

A PIEVIOUS DCCUPANE: | Spert Iy worst years
I this room. t's your tum now."

Claustraphobia turned real for these [AS

v hase
The writer ment lib h W Asone
mxnrg:tnllm London survivor reportedhy said, in sp Harging

Bringing in talent, not loyalists

Unlike under Congress, lateral entry in government is for public interest

Inreality, the Congress campalgn against
lateral entries is a shallow attempt to cover
up its past faults, when lateral entries had
mare to dowith the whims of the partyora
family. Interestingly, India’s former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh started out asa
lateral entrant in 1972, as the Chief
Economic Advisor, Montek Singh Alluwalia,
a key figure during the UPA government,
started out as special secretary to the Prime
Minister in 1988, moving on to the position
of Commerce Secretary in 1990, Other

ptive agenda, the
(uagtrh has I\:vw launched another
campaign against lateral entries, rife
with misinformation,

The Modi government institutionalised
the process of lateral entries in 2018, The
Prime Minister cited the intricacies of an
evolving economy and the requirement of

Tude Vijay L Kelkar, who j a5
aSecretary in the Ministry of Petrolewm and
Matural Gasin 1994; Bimal |alan who joined
as the Chief Economic Advisor in 1981,
Prakash Tandon, who was the Head of State
Trading Corporation, KPP Nambiar,
Secretary in the Department of Electronics,
Suman Dubey, press advisor in the Ministry
of ¢ and A

specialists fror inthel

In principle, the government has not sulv:
back on its promise of allowing Lateral en-
trants into the executive. However, it wants
to ensure that the principles of soclal jus-
tice are adhered to and historical wrongs
are corrected. 1t is in this context that one
must analyse the directive from the PM to
the Department of Personnel and Training.
Interpreting the directive as a reversal on
lateral entries is not only incorrect but also
averlooks the prablematic arcangements
that have persisted since independ ence, be-

Shankar Acharya, the Chief Economic
Advisor appointed in 1993, was a lateral en-
trant too, Kaushile Basu, an economist, was
another lateral entrant during the UPA era,
Raghuram Rajan, before he became the
Governor of the Reserve Bank of India,
Jjoined the Ministry of Finance as the Chief
Economic Advisor. Nandan Nilekani, head-
ing Unicue Identification Authority of India
(LIEAT), wias a kateral entrant to the system
in 2000, Even after his appointment, the
.Mdhaa: PrOgTAMME was mibred in bureau-

ginning with an dor who was also
the sister of India’s first Prime Minister,

iE m

cratich 5
People close to the first family of

Congress were also awarded lateral entry
positions. Sam Pitroda was the Chairman of
the Telecom Commission in 1989 and again
appointed as the advisor to the Prime
Minister in 2009, All appointments to the
Mational Advisory Councl under the UPA,
which actively interfered with the business
of the legislature, were done on an ad hoc
basis and without consistency with the
principles of social justice.

Congress's history of discrimination
against the 5Cs, 5Ts, and OBCs is not re-
stricted to lateral entry alone, The letter
from Jawaharlal Nehru to his ehiel minis-
ters, stating his views on reservation, is well
known. He termed the inclusion of the
backward castes as c!ll:uura[flns the sec-
omd=rate. Congress continued its discrimi-
natory policies by designating many gov-
ernment-aided institutions, like Jamia
Millia Islamia and Aligarh Muslim
University, as minority instituti ons. By giv-
ing minoty status to Jamia Millia lskamia in
2011, under Ul’.!\ rule, Cunwxc« slcprlvnl

arbitrary inclusion of 77 communities, 75
of which are Muslim, in the OBC list, has
also raised eyebrows,

by that higher e W
larings for people? What should have been
anobwious answer now lies stained,

Thewriter is professor af English £ Creative
Writing at Ashoka University.
Wiewss are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BALANCING ACT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The Kyiv
appartunity’ (IE August 22), P Modi's
Ukraine visit comes amid reports of the
death of a man from Kerala in a
Ukrainian attack on a Russian military
camp. The Indian atalities — arcund 10
50 far in the nearly 30-month-old war
— are a pressing reason why the PM is
IlkclyI to tell Ukrainian President

Rahul Gand hi’
in his capacity as the lmill:r of lhc
Oppasition, was corrected by the Defence
Minister in the Lok Saliha, Regarding NEET,
the Supreme Court has clearly directed
against re-examination, much to the dis-
may of Congress. Dublous activists and
short-seller misacdhventures have found no
takers in the Indian markets, thus leaving
many \M:Il(lnl!\ulll|l|:~su|!]ulﬂf|.ll(‘|‘d| en-

Zelenskyy what he told
Russian President Viadimir Putin last
manth: Moscow and Kyiv should re-
solbve their eonflict through dialogue
and diplomacy. Zelenskyy had not
minced words when he described PM
Meseli’s July visit to Russiaas a “huge dis-
appaintment and a devastating blow
o peace efforts”. Fven as Russia closely
observes the PM's upeoming meeting

hespe for the g P
oy latch on to,

Today, when the institutbonalisation of
lateral entry is imminent, a historical wrong
is being reversed for good. While adhering
to the cause of social justice, the govern-
ment is ensuring people with the right ex-
pertise and experience contribute to the
cause of nation-building. As they did on sev-
eral other issues in the past, Congress wants
to use lateral entries as a tool o generate

bs of deserving bac

In Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka,
Congress has pursued relighon-based reser-
vation by diluting the rights of OBCs, The
Opposition alliance is quick to hand over
the rights of marginalised groups to other
religious communities, It has staked the in-
terests of the bacloward groups at the altar
of appeasement politics. The affidavit sub-
mitted by the West Bengal government,
currently facing eriticism for the reported

politheal ahead of the upcom-
ing elections, following their third consec-
utive defeat in the Lok Sabha paolls,
Therefore, Rahul Gandhi, who advocated
for the idea of Lateral entries in 2009, is now
u)ll\utlu‘ ~suh;n| as another launchpad h:r
ive pitch, However, today's th
do niot cl‘dwlhcmlwmkrn of the past.

Thee writer is an advocate and Vice
President, Mumbai BIP

epaperindianexpressicom .. .

with Zelenskyy, India also has to tread
warlly 5o as not to antagonise its all-
weather friend,

Khobcan Das, Kolkita

THIS 5 TO the editorial, The Kyiv
appartunity’ (IE, August 22 ). Indian
diplomatic thinking mast unyoke itscll
from soclalist-era romanticism and
learn to treat Russia as any other
European power, It must also plan fora
post-Putin seenario and a Europe that
s shaped by a strong nationalistic fer-
vour, Ukraine, besides grain, has a lot
e offer on the technological front as
well, India must leverage its rising in-

A DUBIOUS PRACTICE
THISREFERS TO the article, ‘Another glass
ceiling'{IE, August 22), There is mention
of the widespread “Not Found Sultatle”
| a 1l and

dubious strategy to deny reservation to

SC,STand OBC candidates, It presents an

Intriguing parado: because it i usually

admed at an rgl.lilrmmllnhlc il has

the requisite educational qualifications
3 sence. The fund

ton is: How can the aluminus of a recog-
nised institution not found suitable?
There s no eaouse for this.

L R Murmu, Nesw Dellid

SIMPLIFYING TAXE
THIS REFERS TO the report, Enforcement
action should be ‘a last resort’:
Sithararman to taxmen’(1E, August 22, [t
i% heartening that the government —
luenyed by a consistent improvernent in
tax compliance — has now realised the
significance of treating taxpayers with
dignity and Faimess. The finance minis-
ter has correctly advised tax officials to
avoid using hackneyed or threatening
language and technical jargon while
communicating with them, The prom-

or tax code, however, has been unful-
filled for a borg time, Though many tax
simplification proposals have already
been embraced in recent years,  com-
pmhmwc tax code |5 still required for

ternational profile in politics and econ-

omy to count in the European theatre

as a player with serious potential,
Shulshada H, via email

ta Lawvs with inberna-

tonal best practices and ensuring their
stability to enhance econamic growth,
Iamal Laddha, Sengatuns
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C. Raja MOHAN

PRIME MINISTER Marendra Modi wuf hald

visited on'Wednesday and Thursday, During
the Cold War, when Poland was a Warsaw
Pact mamber, three Indian PMs visited the
country — Jawaharkal Mehru in 1955, Indira
Gandhi in 1967, and Morarji Desad in 1979,
But after the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact,
and with Poland moving away from post-
Soviet Russia and closer to the West, India
Thas not found much time for the country,
Both Poland and Ukraine are |mpurtanl
iesin Europe, but India's bi

talks with Ukraine's President

Russia, in peet, likely p New

Zeterskyy in Kyiv on Friday, Modi will be the
Jfirst Indian prime minister tovisit Uknrine af-
ter diplomatic refations were established in
1992, On July 6. Modi met Russia's President
Wiaetirmir Putin in Mascow < o visit that both
Zeteniskyy and the United States had eriticised,

Does Prime Minister Modi's visit signal a
Isreak from Indlia's traditional foreign
policy stance on Ukraine?
Thisiscertainhy nota contimstion of India's
traditional foreign policy stance. India was
chose o the Soviet Ussion du rings the Cold War.
Ulkraine was borm after the Gl of the LISSR in
19691, but Inclia’s affection for the Sowiet Union,
and kater Russia, did not extend to Ukraine,
This is not dissimilar to India's relations
with Pl and, the country the prime minister

Delhi I'rum gmng full stearm on its engage-
ment wi :""‘""‘ This
is why the prime minister's ongoing visit
riarks a sighificant departuire,

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, AUGUST 23,2024

EXPLA.

Europe push, India’s agency: why Modi visit

ership have engaged directly with Ukraine.
Mhm:rm:tmd:pulcmwlh chl:nslcyy

NED

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
with Poland's
President
Andrzej Dudain

of improving relations. The p

o0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
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If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write w explained @indianexpress.com

to Kyiv is significant

course both in India and in the West that
forces this connection does not take into ac-
count the Fact that Inia ks a confident, pow-
erful nation with significant capacity to act
on its own in the international sphere.
Framing the prime minister's visit either in
terms of India “abandoning Russia” or as
Modi's "redemmption tour” following his visit
to Moscow, is blind to India’s agency,

This is not how international pelitics

and stability" and “is ready to provide all pos-
sibilie suppoart” to this end — it has to engage
with the "other side”,

Insum, what is the significance of the
PM's ongoing visit?

For decades after Independence, Europe
remained a relatively low priority for Indian
foreign policy beyond the narmow foouson -
lations with Europe's big four — Russia,

wntles, For instance, By

Germany, France. i, This has changed

to share a strong relationship, Inclia has been
key to keeping Russia's economy afloat by
helping it bypass Western sanctions, and India
wntmuu to use Russian military hardware

post-war reconstruct)

Mot b b bt e p froam ks ol | Forums. inc
ﬁnmmlqmmnb Ukraine? G 7 summit held inltaly year. External Affairs
theRissia-  Minister 5 Jaishankar and National Security

Ulkrainewear began inFebosary 2002 —theval-
ume of India-Ukraine trade dropped from
§3.39 billion in 2021-22 to $0.78 billion and
$0.71 billion in 2022-23 and 2023-24 respec-
vy according to Ministryof Commerce data.

But the war has also created a new op-
portunity for New Delhi to L'lgagl:wlth Kyiv.

Aclvisor Ajit Doval have been in touch with
their counterparts in/Ukraiee, Indian. Dllkinh
hay linwvarious p

on Man:llZ"J Jaishankar hosted Ulaine's
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba in New
Delhi, The two ministers agreed to restore
Tilateral cooperation tothe level that had ex-

While India has mai d : hal-
ance on the condlict itself, over the past two
years, the highest levels of the Indian lead-

Tris WorD MEANS
GLASS CEILING

A metaphor for the invisible barriers against women
reaching senior career positions

ot advancing in their careers, "1
that the imvisible glass ceiling' — the bar-

RISHIKA SINGH

argued

MEW DELHI, ALGUST 22

FORMER LIS Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton said in her speech at the
Democratic National Convention on
Monday that Vice President Kamala
Harris"confirmation as the party's presi-
dential candidate will help break the
“highest, hardest glass ceiling”.

Clinton also used this term after she
lost the 2016 presidential election to
Donald Tramp, "To all the women... |

riers to advancement that were cultural
ot personal —was doing the bulk of the
damage to women's career aspirations
and opportunities,” she wrote,

popular?
The term gained currency in the
19805, as more women entered male-
dominated wiork spaces, and spoke about
rhr:hall:ngn they faced,
DE}LLISH'csﬂ:ntftmgl:HW&nh

the war.
New Delhi has framed Prime Minister

for India. More imme-
diately, there is room for defence industrial

aramge of other
issaes — however, all this does not stop Russia
from engaging with China, which is India's
bigiest geopalitical rival, on the basis of the

undler the leadership of Prime Minister Mocdi

over the last decade, His visit to Ukraine (and

Peland ) is part of India’s larger Europe push,
Referring to India's policy of Non-

Miggrimenton Wednesday, PM Moadi said: “Foe

rlr:tad:;\ Induﬁ pD|IE)' wals o maintain cqunl

ries... Toclay, Inci
|cy is w manlaln chm:hcs wnh all :Dunml:s.

n
o becoime Vs “in-

coaperation, Ukraine's strength of the
woitlel's agrarian penwers will add to its strate-
gic salience in the years ahead. Pre-war
Ukraine was among the biggest sources of
sunflower oil for India.

Could Modi's visit to Ukraine impact
India’s relations with Russia in amy way?
There is no reason for that to happen.
India-Russia relations are in no way linked
tes Inidia’ with Ulleraise, The dis-

Modi's visit te Kyiv as a part of,

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI| ALGUST 22

ALMOST A year after Chandrayaan 3 Landed
of the Moo, scientists inlndia have released
the findings of studies carried out by one of
the instruments on the rover module.

“The findings comprise the first analysis of

know we have still not that
highest and hardest glass ceiling, but
someday, someone will and hopefully
soaner than we might think..,” she said,

What does ‘glass ceiling' mean?
A glass ceiling refers to not-so-olnious

P o
gressing professionally beyond a certain
level, despite being qualified to do so. The
term is mainhy used in context of women
According tothe Encyclopedia of Race,
Ethmicity anel Society (2008),"_.Ceiling im-
plies that there is.alimit to how far some-
e can clirb before he or she bumps up
inst a barrier.. Tosay that the ceiling is
glass suggests that, althoughit is very real,
it is transparent and not obwious to the
casual observer. It also implies that what
is on the other side is both visible yet in-
accessible tothose facing it

Who coined the term?

The Late American management con-
sultant Marilyn Loden is largely credited
for cotning the term. Inan article for the
BBC in 2017, she wrote about using it for
the first time in 1978, at a panel discus-
SHON ON WOMEen's Careers.

Loden disagreed withother panclists
who mcntlum:dlmm suchas “dieficien-
cles in women's soc witys in

womencomprised nm‘lyﬂd:hrw.nt

the composition of the topsoil in the Moon's
mutl\cmltmmmndswn:hcwldm -ac-

force, 95% of scnlur—lrvcl were
men. A 2008 working p<1pcrﬁuncl:unu

op e lunar wmu.uuu w

mist Marianne Be onky
loard members of the langest pub-
tsted companies and only 5.1% of the
CEQs were women, despite women ac-
counting for 5% of thr:lah:lullmtt'

wals

The data :Dllodcd hl,' thee Alpsha Particle X-

ray Spectrometer [AFXS also contain new in-

formation about the elemental composition

of the Imurwur!m: that can help tobetter un-
|

The persistanc
career adhancement continues iodrive the
perm's usage. However, has alsobeen crit-
il'is\'d for centring aﬂ]ucl\l wn.m.ind ig-

of the Moo,
The findings were published in the jour-
nal Mature on Wednesday.

What has th i

ot I the oo — ke these romminer-
ity groups and backwand castes.

Why does the glass ceiling persist?
Sheryl Sandberg, former COO of
Facebook, argued in her 2013 book Lean
In that women needed to have greater
ambition and make other behavioural
dlany:i Loden wrote a mllml response
i The New York Thimes, saying, * Jeaning
in' is no solution for the grndl:r bias, in-
Mexibleworlk schedules and pay inequities

that many working wormen still face.”
Economist Claudia Goldin has said
that the real issue is how lucrative, senior-
Tevel jobs requine substantial time com-
mltlncnls.. As Iung s jobs rermain inflexi-
it time-affs

whichwormen behaved, and |their| poor
self-image” as reasons behind women

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
IEEI'IEHM STlIIIIES PHEP&MTIUI'I

!nrmrn. the gendered difference in career
progression will live on, she says.
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n
Scientists have roponted thoe key hndengs.
W The terrain around Chandrayaan 3's
landing sight is fairly uniform;
lThr Muun ‘scrust was formed layer by
Tunar magma

7‘
lxtm[lMD]hypthus and
WThe topsoil around the lunar south pole
has a greater-than-expected sprinkling of
minerals which compose the lower layers of
the hsnar erust,

Taking forward LMO hypothesis

“The Moonis thought to have been formed
after alarge asteroid colliced with Earth sorme
4.5 billion years agn, Scientists hypothesise
that in its early life, the Moon's surface wis
made up entirely of an ocean of magma

As this ecean cooled over millions of
years, heavier silicon- and magnesium-rich
minerals such as olivine and pyroxene sank
ton thee lowver Jevels of the hunar crust and its
upper manthe (which is generally the largest
layer inside a planetary body, bounded by
the planet's core-on the inside and the crust
o the outsidie ) Lighter minerals, composed
of calcium- and sodium-based compounds,
fioated to the top and formed the upper crust.

The findings of Chandrayaan 3's APXS
talke this hypothesisa step further. They sup-
portaclass of models under the umbrella of
the LMO hypothesis which theorises a strat-
ified lunar crust — where BD-00% of the up-
per crust is believed tobe composed of iron,
magnesium, and sodium-rich rocks, and the

At the end of the day, common interests
are the driving foree in international rela-
tions, As Russia's crgagement \mlh China

:Iudu a u:mgnltlun of the appartunity that
lies in forging deeper ties in central and east-
ern Europe, and disentangling New Delhi's

does not impact its India,
Indlian engagement with Ulmulv: will not
change its equations with Russia.
Mareaver, if New Delhi wants to play
peacernaker — PM Modi said in Warsaw on
Thursclay that India supports “dialogue and
diplomacy for the early restaration of peace

FINS] SCIENCE]

Chandrayaan 3: the first findings

Findings from one of Chandrayaan 3's scientific instruments support the hypothesis of a magma ocean on
the Moon inits earliest phase. They also suggest a churn of lunar crust, probably caused by an asteroid hit

APXS 15 a mobile chemical lab used to
detect ebemental compaositions. It is
small and lightweight; ideal for space

rocks and soilsafcelestial bodies.

IT BOMBARDS a sample with alpha
particles [helium nucled stripped of
electrons | and the enerigy briefly
“excites’ atoms of the sample. The
atoms return to stable state by
emitting x-rays.

X-RAYS emitted from the sample
carry aspecificamount of energy that
isunique tothe clement itoriginated

HOW DOES APXS WORK?

Sikioon Ent Detrcior

Cm-44 Bource Assembly

frowm. APXS reads these
emission signatures to determine the

(Top) Chand lanler as seen
by rover; the APXS instrument. i

lower erust of magnesium-rich rocks.
“Among the different possible scenarios

of lunar crust formation within the premise

of lMD thrm measurements support tlu:

st formation,”

the study says.

‘Mixing' of crust’s lower levels
The third APXS finding is a new disoow-

ey — ane sugpests that some "mixing” of the

various kewvels of the lunar crust might hm

composition of the sample.

EMISSION RATE of x. id from th le (which most often
clues about the concentration of insmultiple el

particular element in the sample. identify the elements present and to
Computers on APXS process the data quantify their concentration,

Thie SPA basin has a diameter of approx-
imately 2.500 km - equivalent to the dis-
tance between Delhi and Kochi = and a
depth of 6.2-8.2 km. It is believed to have
been formed 4.2-4.3 billion years ago, when
the asteroid hit near the lunar south pole,

The researchers theorise that this asteroid
impact resulted in the excavation of magne-
sium-rich material from deeper layers of the
Moo, out to the surface of the surrounding
areasas cjecta, The Chandmyaﬂn 3 landing site

taken place, The researchers have

that this “mixing" coubd have been ¢ aused
Iy the asteroid impact that led to the forma-

tion of the South Pole Aitlen [ SPA) Basin, the
largest and oldest basin on the Moon,

was just 3 thie SPA hasin.

Significance of the findings

‘While these findings more or less sup-
port what is already known via madelling,

with the region from its rela-
tionship with Russia.
Ry Mot is visiting professorar the
hurlrm-nmem,-'Lwn smdm Nunnnml
Uni ‘Singapare and oo
mlnrmnnmul qﬁuln}grl‘lm!ﬂdﬂn Expiress
He spake to Arfun Senganpta

imaging, and various hypotheses, they are
novel nonetheless, This is primarily because
Chandrayaan 3 landed near the Moon's
south pole, a first in lunar exploration.

‘While the composition of lunar topsoil
nearthe equatorial and mid-latitude regions
have previoushy been studied by earlier Moon
missions sent iy other countries, this is the
first time that such measurements have been
carried out near the Moon's poles. This makes
Chandrayaan 3 the first to carry out i situ ex=
periments of any kind at the poles,

The rover moved within a 50-metre ra-
dives of the landing site, and took readings on
different kinds of surfaces, from relatively
smooth onestonear the rims of small craters.
The averall finding, which suggests that the
toprsoil near the Landing site is fairly uniform,
is novel. Notably, the uniformity of the sur-
face is unlike that of Earth, where tectonic
plate movements led to the creation of undu-
lating surfaces,

‘With measurements taken at 23 spots
along the rover's path, this is the first time
that sodl measurements on lunar highlands
{light coloured, clevated basins on the Moon
standing above dark-coloured basins knewn
as maria) have been taken with such high
frequency. Other missions = such asthe US's
Apollo 16, Russia's Luna 20, and China's
Chang'e 4 — too have sampled the lunar
highlands, but sparsely. The total observa-
tion duration for the APXS measurements
wias about 31 hours, which were spread out
over the mission period of 10 days,

Impact on future missions

If the mixing of the various layers of the
lunar crust was propelied by the impact on
the SP basin and by further impacts subse-
guenthy in ane around the basin, scientists
believe that the APXS measurements will
serve as the "first ground truth in the south
polar highkands and probably play a key role
inthe everall unde rstanding of the origin and
evalution of the Moon".

Theuniform surface alsa implies that the
region can be used as a calibration paint for
remote sensing operations, and can thus be
used for planning future missions,

Future missions near the south pole can
alse evaluate for source-crater pairing of lu-
nar meteorites, Lunar meteorites ane mete-
ors that originate from the Moon, ejected
upon impact from an asteroid or comet.
Canrgght in the Earth's gravitational field, the
lunar meteoribes eventually cnd up on Earth,

Does your LMV licence allow you to drive a tractor as well? SC will decide

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
MEW DELHI, ALGUST 22

tor vehicke” (LMV) and the "form and con-

tents of licences to drve™ respectively.
How the matter began

IFYOU have a licence to drive a car, coubd
you passibly also drive a tractor — or per-
Tiaps a road roller? Yes, said the Supreme
Court seven years ago — and the court is
now ready to pronounce its verdict on a
challenge to that ruling.

On August 21, a Bench led by Chief
Justice of india (1) DY Chandrachue indi-
cated that it will no longer wait for the gov-
ernment to present its view on questions
arising out of the challenge.

Nine months ago, on November 22,
2023 the Centre had informed the court that
it would evaluate — and passibily recom-
mend amendments to — Sections 221 Jand

10 of the Motor Viehiches Act, 1988 (MVA),
which deal with the definition of “light mao-

In 2017, the Supreme Court was tasked
with deciding if a person who held alicence
ta el an LMV was recuired to obtain a
sc:palal:r Il:mcc to drive a transport wvehi-

Linder MVA Section 2(21),an LMV is de-
Finee as “a transport vehicle or omnibas the
mswhldt\-mgluufml'icrulmnchora

tradler to his car and carr
the light motor vehicle would become a
transport vehicle and the owner would be

dee have o licence to drive that ve-

ITOOT Garor
wrutarwutwhlmdmmtcmﬁm
dloggrams”,

The Bench of Justices Arun
Mlshﬁ. Amitava Roy, and

| Dewamgan v
Cnmpnnyl.ummd]

Under MVA Section 10, every driving i-
cence mast identify the “classes” of vehi-
ches that the holder is allowed to drive. The
section identifies “light motor vehicle™ and
“transport vehicle” as two distinct classes.

The court held that anyone with a li-
cence to drive an LMV can also drive rad
rollers, tractors, and “transport vehicles”
[such as goods carriers or school/ college
buses) so long as the “unladen” weight of
the (empty) wehicle is up to 7,500 kg

Sanjay woted that
"lranspun\tluclr had been
introduced asa class through a 1994 amenc-
ment to the MVA, :rplarlng Fnur uldcr

However, the separate class of lrans
port vehicles" would not apply to vehicles
Ealling within the definition of LMV, as it
wokild have “absurd results”, the Bench skl

“Every time an owner of a private car,
wihio has alicence to drive a light motor ve-
hicle, attaches a roof carrier to his car or a

hicle,” the court reasoned.

EXPLAINED Challenge to ruling

Injuly 2011, the Motor Acc

that showth

an LMV and

wehicle.
In March 2022, the court held that *eer-
tain provisions were not noticed by this Court
inits decision in Mukumd Dewangon”, and re-
the case ko a Constitution Bench,

Before Constitution Bench

the case for hearing on November 22, On
that date, the AG said the Ministry had be-
gun consultations on amending the MV
The court then directed the Centre to sub-
mit a “road map" for the amendments.

On Agril 16, 2024, the AG informed the
coift that a proposed amendment was reathy
but asked for the proceedings to be deferred

dent Claims Tribunal ardered Injuly 2023, the court asked the Ministry — until after the Lok Sabha election, so it could

Bajaj .ﬂ]llalzGcnnaI Insuirance of Road Transport and High P beplaced before However,when

tojpay Rs5,02800as¢ ac-  itspositi O iber 13, o for hearing this month, the

cidlent imvolving an autorickshaw: Atterney General for India R Venl AGtold 1 wanld

On appeal, the Ra]aslhin High Court  told the court that the Mukund Dewangan be brought anly in Parliament’s Winter
hedd in August 2017 that the i insurer must verdict “does not appear to bein Session [which in D l

ation as th

was a Ilghl miotor vehicle and a transport
the

the legislative intent (of the MVA]". The AG
also informed the court that the Centrewas

vehice. In its ruling, the HC
S decision in Mukand
Bajaj Allianz moved the 5C in 2018, and

Bnirdd

o

The court said it would be appropriate
if the entire matter is evaluated by the
before this Court embarks

oéisﬂ:rmlliplr provisions under the MV

upon the interpretative exercise”, and listed

However, C)l Chandrachud retires on
November 10, and if the matter is post-
poned beyond that date, a new Bench will
have to be constituted and arguments will
have to be heard anew, To avoid this situa-
tion, the Bench decided to conclude hear-
ings and close the issue,



Death at work

A safety audit is essential to prevent
indlustrial accidents

plant in the Atchutapuram Special Eco-
nomie Zone (SEZ) in Anakapalli district,
Andhra Pradesh, is the worst industrial accidem
in the region in recent times, Seventeen workers
have died and many have been Injured. On the
same day, about 10 workers sulfered injuries ina
fire accident at a chemical factory in the same
SEZ. Last year, on June 30, a massive explosion
rowckied a pharma plant, at the same SEZ, leading
to deaths and inj . The Atchutapuram SEZ,
among the State's largest SEZs, is home to the fac
tories of more than 100 companies. The rash of
accidents revives memories of another deadly ag-
cident on May 7, 2000 - 12 people died after asty-
rene menomer vapour leak from a polymers unit
at Venkatapuram village on the outskirts of Visak-
hapatnam. These accidents raise serious gues:
tions absowt the state of industrial safety in And-
Tra Pradesh, more specifically in the SEZ, Stae
Home Minister V. Anitha has said that at Escien-
tia, workers had tried to plag a solvent leak of the
chemical/solvent MTBE (Methyl tert-butyl ether),
Before the leak could be plugged, it fell on an
electrical panel, leading 1o a fire and blast, she
said, Meanwhile, the typical safety data sheet of
MTBE = that operating personnel should have
been familiar with - says tha highly Hamma:
ble and its vapour can also cause skin and eye ir-
ritatbon, In case of accidental release, it specifical-
Iy cautions against the serious risk of fire and
explosion and lays down the use of explosion-
proof electrical ventilating lighting equipment.
Trade unions and activists are calling for strin-
gent punishment to kax managements, They also
complain of abysmal safety standards, Their de-
mand is for an immediate and thorough safety
audit of all units at the SEZs and elsewhere in
Andhra Pradesh, A key complaint is exemption
from government inspection given to units in
SEZs and Export Processing Zones in a 2006 or-
der that brought into force the system of online
inspections, This exemption will apparently ap-
ply to high-risk ones also, such as pharma and
chemicals, in SEZs, Another is exemption from
inspections given to medium-risk industries
which can self-certify, based on third party au-
dits, regarding compliance with safety norms,
Such government moves are intended to Gcilitae
ease-of-dolng business as frequent inspections by
government staff may only lead to bribes and ha-
rassment without necessarily improving safety,
While the intent is a well worked o practice
across the world, the series of accidents calls fora
broader probe including in SEZs in Andhra Pra-
deesh so that any loophaoles present can be fised.
Swift delivery of justice by punishing non-com-
pliance of norms and the award of punitive dam-
ages will be a deterrent against ignoring safety.

Intriguing silence
Indlia should switch to inactivated
polio vaccine
T he case of acute flaccid paralysis, likely

T he blast at pharma company Esclentia’s

due to polio, in a child from Tikrikilla in

Meghalaya, and in the media spotlight,
was reported by the State gove ent on August
W, I April 2022, a case of vacelne-derived polio-
virus was detected from an environmental sam-
ple collected in Kolkata. After genetic sequenc:
ing, it was considered likely 1w be
immunedeficiency-related vaceine-derived polio-
virus (VDPV), excreted by an immune-deficlent
individual. In the Meghalaya incident, even after
the government confirmed the case, there is still
icial report on whether it is vaccine-derived
and not caused by wild poliovirus, With the glo-
bal eradication of the wild poliovirus (WPV) type
2in 2015 and the WPV type 3 in 2019, respective:
Iy, and no WPV type | found in environment sam:
phes in India for years, it is highly unlikely thatit is
due to the WPV type 1 unbess it has been impaort-
ed ino India. As of August 13, Afghanistan and
Pakistan have reported 14 WPV type | cases this
year. If vaceine-derived, there is again no official
confirmation on whether it is iVOPV or from cir-
culating vaccine-derived  poliovirus (cVDPY),
This information is key as eVDPY would mean
that the virus is in circulation in the community,
while iIVDPV is restricted o the single immuno-
deficient child. Also puzling is absence of
any official report on whether the case has been
caused by the type-l, type-2 or type-3 vaccine-de-
rived virus. India made the globally synchronised
switch in 2016 from trivalent to bivalent oral po-
lior varccine that has only live, attenuated type 1
and type 3 virus. So, while it is impossible tha
the child has the type 2 virus from the oral vac-
cine given in India, the chances of VDIV type 2
virus imiported into India cannot be raled ou. In
2024, 68 cVDPVZ and four cVDPVI cases were re-
corded globally. Many countries have reported
VPV in environment samples,

The long delay in confirming these crucial de-
tails is intriguing as samples from the child were
sent to the ICMRENIV Mumbal unit, which is a
part of the WHO network of 146 aceredited polio
laboratories worldwide and conducts research
on diseases caused by enteroviruses, especially
paralytic poliomyelitis and acute flaceid paraly-
s, Unlike in the case of 1PV, immunodeficient
children are not supposed to be administered
OPV. Since identifying such children prior o ad-
ministering OPV is a challenge in India, India will
continiie to have such cases in the future. The
Meghalaya case again brings into focus the urgent
need for India wo stop using OPV and switch over
exclusively o 1PV, Most developed countries
switched to IPV decades ago, There is no reason
why India should not switch o 1PV at the earliest,
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Building on favourable change in the 2024 waqf Bill

Tve Wagl Bill 2024, or the Wagl
(Amendment) Bill, has been referred o
a Jodnt Parliamentary Committee (JPC)

as the Narendra Modi government's
own allies were not keen 1o get it passed
immediately. Opposition parties were also eritical
of the Bill,

The rationale of the family waql

Some of their concerns are genuine as changes
such as abolition of wagf by a user, and the
gramting of excess powers to the District
Magistrate would lower the protection to wagf
properties. Though there is hardly anything
worthwhile in the Bill to effectively deal with the
problem of the illegal encroachment of wagf
properties, there are still some positive features
such as a digitisation of waqfs and the inclusion of
women and non-Muslims in wagf boards.
Similarly, on the contentious issue of family waqf,
the proposed reforms should be welcomed. Let
us try 1o understand the rationale of the family
wagl, how the colonial judiciary had responded
to this unique kind of wagf, and the changes that
have been made in the Mustim world,

Though the Korar does not specifically use the
term waqf, there are some 20 verses that
encourage people o do charity. Wagl ks Islam's
unbque contribution w charity and ks almed a
helping the poor and the underprivileged. Once a
property becomes wagf, its corpus cannot be
alienated, gifted or sold but its usufruct use alone
«can be utllised. There are various types of
charities in lslam such as adagah (voluntary
giving of cash); zakat (mandatory 2.5%) and waqfl
tvoluntary and general though net confined to
immavable properties), Wagfs are of three types:
wagl khari (public wagl totally devoted 1o
wellare of humanity; wagf al-ahli or wagf
alal-aulad (family wagr) for the benefit of his
Family and alwagf al-mughiarak (public and
Family waqgl) for the combined benefit of both
Family and the larger soclety.

Family wagf is not only based on the English
dictum of charity begins at home” but has
theological sanction as family members must be
given priority in charity. The Koran explicidy
encourages the spending money on parents and
relatives (2:215). The Prophet also sald that, ‘A
dinar you spend in the path of Allah; a dinar you
spend on a poor person; a dinar you spend on
your Bunily; greatest of them in reward is what
you had spent on your family”

Abw Talah *Obid Allah was the first who
created the family wagl with the concurrence of
Prophet when after the revelation of the Koranic
verse — "By no means shall ye attain
righteousness unless ye give (freely) of that which
ye love’ (3:92), he endowed his garden called
Biruha, The Prophet’s wives such as ‘Aisha,
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| Hafsah, Umm Salamah, Umm Habibah® created

waqf for the benefit of their family ers, and

abolished it in 1949, Kuwait restricted it to two

Safiyyah ereated a family waqf for the benefit of
her brother who was a Jew. Similarly, almost all
the companions who had properties, created
was)fs. Some like the first Caliph Abu Bakr,
endowed his house o his children; the second
Caliph *Omar endowed his kand at Thamgh to his
children; 5a'd ibn Abu Waqaas too endowed his
house in Egypt and Madina to his kith,

Family wagfs were used in addition 1o pious
reasons o protect property, particularly agrarian,
from fragmentation, It was supposed to lead 1o
the growth of fixed assets and protect property
from the prodigal children and eventually be
used for public welfare,

Scholars such as Murat Cizakea, Jeffrey A.
Schoenblum, Gregory C. Koelowski, AAA Fayee,
and Ronald K. Wilson were critical of family
wanfs, Their argument was that the family wagl
was developed as an institution 1o defeat the
women' right to inheritance and for “the
aggrandisement of a family™. There may be some
truth in this conclusion, but the waqf has been
historically used 1o overcome other problems of
Islamic kaw of inheritance such as the exclusion of
orphaned grandchildren. Family waqgf gave this
opportunity to [the] grandfather 1o make a wagfl
of one third of his property in favour of orphaned
grandehildren. It also helped the founder or wagif
to prowide for the special care of his aged parents,
and minor and disabled children. In many cases,
Including In this writer’s family, daughters were
made primary beneficlaries, (chum In some
cases, males were made b and

in 1951, Iraq | itved louidation of
the Family waqf in 1954, 1‘|.|||||sL| Libya and the
United Arab Emirates abolished the family waql
i 1954, 1973 and 1980, respectively. In countries
such as India, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Singapore
and Inclonesia, family waqfs, though permitted,
were not given privileges of wagf properties,
Thus, in India, as family waqgfs were not treated
as charitable, they have not been included in
waqf surveys, There is no effective statutory
supervision of family waqfs. Unlike charitable
trusts, family waqls are not entithed 1o
exemptions or tax reliefs from capital gain tax,
stamp duty and inheritance tax.

Though the IncomeTax Act, 1961 exemis
religious and charitable waqfs, under Section 13,
Income-tax is payable by the family waqf even in
cases where income is 10 be used for family as
well as religious or charitable purposes, Similarly,
estate duty is applicable on the passing of
property from one beneficiary to another though
passing of property is alien 1o waql
Jurisprudence, Many agrarian family waqfs were
acquired by the government on nominal
payments under land reform Liws,

Section 201(r) of the Wagf Act 1995 does
Include family wagqfs within the definition of
wagyl. 1t says that when the line of succession fails,
the income of such a waqf shall be spent on
education, development and welfare,

A new section and Impact
The newly proposed Section 32 of 2024 Bill

daughters just had the right 1o residence and
subsistence allowance. In many cases, women
were excluded as well,

Waqfs across the world

But under the Maliki law of the Sunni school,
such endowments were null and void. Under the
Shafi'i and Maliki schools, the creator of wagl
cannot reserve any benefit for himself. But the
Hanafi and Hanbali schools considered them
valid as a provision for reserving a part of the
benefits for himself, which may encourage people
1o create wagfh.

The Privy Council in Abdul Fata (189M)
invalidated the family waqf as it considered the
benefit to the general public to be wo remote, But
in 1913, this decision was overturmed by the
British government. Scholars such as LN,
Anderson and ), Hamilton had criticised this
judgment as “wholly mistaken interpretation of
Islamic kaw”, Under the influence of colonialism,
which prefierred free transfer of ownership,
several Muslim countries even abolished Family
wanfs, Egypt, in 1946, first restricted it to two
ions and finally abolished it in 1951, Syria

a reform - that the family wagf shall not
nﬂull in a dental of inheritance rights of heirs,
ineluding women heirs, The effect of this reform,
which ks webcome, is that a Muslim can mow
create a family wagf only in respect of a third of
his property if he is excluding all his heirs; and,
he cannot any more altogether exclude female
Teirs. But the problem with this provision is that
If he gives even a token benefit o female heirs,
L., muech less than they are otherwise entitled 1o
under Muslim law of inheritance, such a family
wagl would remain valid.

The other problem is this: can we place similar
restrictions on the testamentary powers of
non-Muslims? A Hindu, for instance, under the
Hinelu Succession Act, 1956, can give away his
entire property 1o a son to the exclusion of other
heirs including female heirs. Hindu women's
ownership of properties is nowhere near their
legal entitlement under the 1956 Act,

Leet the JPC improve this provision and bring in
uniformity so that a Uniform Civil Code or
Secular Civil Code, as and when it is enacted,
Incorporates it

The views expressed are personal

The Kursk gambit, Ukrainian tactics and battle realities

he Ukrainlans surprised Russia by

launching an audacious amack into the

Kursk region of the Russian Federation
that also led o the capture of several hundred
Russian soldiers. This bold, yet risky, gambit by
the Volodymyr Zelenskyy-led regime, wo employ
thousands of its best fighting units tes mount an
ncursion into Russlan territory, was also a fitting
one.

The imporiance of Pokrovsk

Kyiv has been at the recebving end of Russia's
ongoing offensive inside Ukraine, which shows no
slgn of weakening despite Ukrainian territorial
gains in Kursk. Russian forces are also polsed to
capture the Ukralnian city of Pokrovsk in the
Eastern Donetsk region in Ukraine, Pokrovsk s a
wital logistics hub that gives Ukrainian forees
considerable defensive strength, but it is
currently under siege from rapidly advancing
Russian forces. Ukrainian forces are now being
ordered to withdraw from Pokrovsk, allowing
Russian forces o make not just a significant
breakthrough bur also pave the way for them to
caprure the whole of the Donetsk region,

Yet, the Ukrainian offensive stands out and
deserves and merits closer scrutiny, because no
country since Hitler's Germany has ever invaded
any part of Russia. Kyiv had been preparing for
this offensive for several months, but concealed it
from I western backers - albeit, some may
conclude western powers tacitly acquiesced, by
frequently drawing attention 1o a possible Russian
attack against the Sumy region of Ukraine which
borders Kursk and painting its preparation in the
ru-up 1o the offensive as primarily defensive,

This turned out to be a credible cover for the
Ukrainians to launch and pursue their ongoing
offensive inside Kursk, whi ANy case, was
weakly defended by Russian military conseripts,
From a Ukrainkan standpoint, it makes sense 1o
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carry out the attack Inside the Kursk Oblast in
Russia simply because it compels the Russians,
even il it is not fully evident yet, 1o divert and
redeploy their forces to areas that were weakly
defended. The depletion of Russian forces is
likely vo limit the intensity of the Russian
offensive inside Ukraine, However, it is unclear
whether the Ukrainians have factored in the
consequences of a concentrated Russian
counter-attack to repel the Ukrainian invasion of
the Kursk Oblast. Russla has mass and firepower
that is by an order of magnitude significamtly
greater than what the Ukrainians possess, despite
the resumption of weapons supplies and
munition stocks by Kyiv's western allies,
especially the Unlted States. Kylv has a cholee to
make - whether o drive deeper into Russian
territory or consolidate existing gains.

Russia, for its part, is unlikely to relent in its
ongoing offensive. In fact, there is no evidence o
indieate that Moscow is relenting In its offensive
to capture the whole of the Ukrainkan region of
Donetsk and more, It is possible that Moscow has
gambled on making far greater and vital
territorial gains while allowing some gains in
Hussia, as is visibly evident from its very probable
capture of Pokrovsk - a key logistics centre for
Kyiv.

Moscow is not blinking

A Russian takeover of Pokrovsk would set the
stage for an additional offensive inside Ukraine,
While Kyiv's gains in Kursk have been impressive,
with Ukrainian forces taking rowghly 1,000
square kilometres of wrritory, Mosoow remains
largely unmoved to redeploy forces away from
Eastern Ukraine where it has significant initiative
and momentum and controls roughly 1,00,000
thousand square kilometres, The latter explains
whiy Moscow is not blinking yet because it knows
the balance of wrritorial control is in s favour

and net Kylv's. At the most, there is some

i of Moscow diverting some of its
Irregular and regular units from Kharkhiv for a
counterattack against Ukrainian forces that are
pmr:l"swlly in occupation of a part of the Kursk

The strength of Russia’s response to Kyiv's
surprise incursion may take tme to crystallise
with Moscow biding ks time with the aim of
consolidating its gains in Eastern Ukraine,

Kyiv's messaging

Ukraine's batilefield taciics, through the
incursion of its forces into Kursk, are as much
demonstrative and performative as they are to
compel a quid pro qieo with Moscow. The
incursion is also intended 1o signal to and impress
Kyiv's western amis patrons, especially the US.,
that Ukrainian forces are more than capable of
selzing the initiative and mounting well-crafted
offensives inside Russian territory to blunt
Russian territorial gains in Eastern Ukraine, This
ensures continued and sustained support from
the West on which Ukraine can count, because it
could actually win and pave the way in the long
run for an end to armed hostilities and a
setthement between Moscow and Kylv. Any end to
actual combat ks unlikely at beast until the early
maonths of next year,

Kyiv also rums two risks: first, moving too deep
insice Russian territory, thereby overstretching its
forces, And second, of Ukrainkan forces currently
occupying Kursk, which are among Kyiv's best
trained combat units, facing the prospect of
sigmificant losses, and possibly a humiliating
retreat, once Russia redeploys and concentrates
its miliary strength against Ukrainian-occupied
Kursk,

‘Whether Kyiv's incursion into Russian territory
wias worth the risk, will only be revealed with the
passage of time,
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Industrial
After every major accident
(Page 1, "17 workers killed
as fire breaks out after
‘reactor blast’ at AP,
pharma plant®, August 22),
there will be loud noises far
an inquiry. But these will dig
down in due course without
going into the
rac

dations made by
saloty committees, In most
of these accidents, "gross
human failure™ and a lack of
basic safety noms mthe

factors that are h
The regulatory [rammrlc

L &)

on chemical safety s based | The Directorate, General Management of medical State of the film world

on the Factories Act, 1948, Factory Advice Service and emergencies should also be | The Justice K. Hema

Explosives Act, 1884; the Labaur Institutes amended tested in drills every year. Committee repart has

Insecticides Act, 1968; the the Factories Act, 1948, in Disclosure of information to | highlighted the exploltation

Petroleum Act, 1934, the 1987, notifying 28 types of workers on chemical in the film industry. It is

Environment (Pratection) industrial activities as hazards by way of material startling that predation and

Act, 19868, Chemical hazardous processes and safety data sheets is a diserimination plague

Mcudom lEmurgmcy introduced special statutory requirement. But Malayalam cinema in a

Planning, Prep provisions for hazand in Inclia, most workers are State famed for its

and Response) Rules, 1996, process industries in the not taught about the progressivism and political
l: , Storage and Factosies Act, First chemicals they work with, consciousness, Mollywood

Impart nlummnus Sehedule, A safety audit Corporate and enforeement | must be freed fram the

Chemicals Rules, 1989 and must be carried out every negligence leading to stranglehald of sueh

the Hazardous Wastes two years by law. The industrial disasters needs to | producers, directors and

(Management, Handling testing of on-site emergency | be highlighted. actods,

and Ti dary plans every six months is a A S

Mawement) Rules, 200&

a

statutory requirement.
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Madras and its

The Hindu must be lauded
for its wonderful coverage
on Madras city, and its
history and culture. It is
delightful that the city has
many firsts to its credit.
Chennai is perhaps the anly
city in the world where the
sentiment is not “mine”, but
proudly “ours”,

R. Sivakumar,

Chennai
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Managing political risk

Toinsulate overseas investment, expertise in internal
politics and policy of countries of interest is needed

TheIndkm EXPRESS

@ FOunDeED By

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

MARKET FACTS & FEARS

Claims of predatory pricing must be examined. Policy needs to
ensure fair competition for e-commerce players, small retailers
N WEDNESDAY, MINISTER of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal raised
the issue of “predatory pricing” by e-commerce platforms and the possi-
bility of “social disruption” as thelr rapid growth could adversely impact
millions of small retailers across the country, E-commerce platforms in
India have been in the regulatory glare for serme time now. In 2020, the Com petit
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WOorbDLY WISE
WE DON"T HAVE TIME TO ST ON OUR HTANDS AS
OUR PLANET BURNS. FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, CLIMATE

CHANGE I5...

LIFE OR DEATH, — ALixasioria OCasio-Corrz

SANJAYA BARU

THE POLITICAL CRISE in Banglacesh and a e
neweed wave of anti-India sentiment sweep-
ing across the nmhbnurlna country have
onee g the
n.uwn(|>d||r:.\|rlaklndlmwmpmal.lw
when they invest abroad, [t is useful to re-
member that itis notso much indistant lands
but, in fact, closer home in South Asia that
Ine had Inswith

Commission of India (CCY) had initiated an investigation against Amazon and Flipkart
over .|I¢.1.||Iar|a nl'dupdlmunlmg .\nd llu' practice of preferred sellers. Allegations of

I ,.......m.u. il 5 ﬁmwemdn J apgreg
0la, it

political risk,

I 20004, a Tata group proposal to lnvest up
1083 billion in Bangladesh's energy sector ran
It peditical rough weather and was eveniu-

bandoned, In 2009, products of the

Predatory pricing involves selling goods or services at a price lower freostol
I This s an anti itive practice that works to the disadvantage of the
i ing e i e

D.tgur;ruupumunduw wais perceived
tobe a politically-mot lv.ucdmlmran.wk
Ay

ment, Driving out competitors could result in the creatbon of a monopoly-like m.lrln;l
structure, While consumers benefit i in the short-term via lower prices, the Irmm-lerm
are bess market P bess cholce for and the possibili

the dnnun.lnl firm later radsing prices to the detriment of consumers, Hmwr.mnud
ering the dynamics of online prlmuuhr cost structures nrlhm platforms and Ihnd

vantages that

tory ptlclnf.ls not a straightforward exercise, Mnmr even brick .\lui marl.1r stores

inNepal, In 2013,
n the Maldives lcrmllum!.\n .\Itparl con-
struction project avarded to the GMR group
Iy a previous govermment, More recently, the
Addank roup has l.m‘d ruugh weather in Sri
Lanka

in Colombo alleged political pu'auuu' from
Inclia in the aveard of a contract.
It has been reported that Prime Minister

alten offer huge discounts to clear thelr stock, The report by the Pahle India
at the launch of which Gayal made the comments, presents data that counters some of
the charges that have been bevied agad chplatl A per the rep hil

camp.mlu to invest overseas and emerge
Jeal Jons. B

Political risk nt by

depend

mllmmm not mnylngimmui\.\bml

been the media. Foreign correspondents are
anexcellent mmafnl’amlllanlh.\lmdd

palllc.\lrlak'l‘holuh. Thereis,in
- fact, alonghnloryormlchamlcbelngmw
Itics. Lab I le,had toceal by Fo ks with many dis-

with European politics in his bid to take over
the cement MNC Arcelor, Infosys has had to
comdnce American politiclans that it is creat-
Ingg weadth and employment even in the LIS
and not just in India.

Political sk management by Indian firms
has ranged from *playing goll™ with “persons
that martter” in the overseas investment des-

lmsulahlrmhcmwlvu as experts in area
stuelies, This important source of overseas
risk assessment s hardly .wll.lhle In India

inforeign

correspondents.

In the past, when a few newspapers did

appoeint correspondents in neighbouring

countries, some of the journalists became im-
of " i

tination, to mummw:alﬂld
that country orcon ultu-l'i\dl.mmhas-
sador”, Indian business leaders are quite adept

the long years of experience at home,
Diplomats have found an avernue for post-re-
tirement employment, working R’nmmpa—

I
r&.wlmmum not arwould not put on
paper they would comvey to diplomats and
spooks, This has happened the world over,
which is why foreign correspondents are
sometimes viewed as quasi-spoaks. No gov-
ernment likes such quasi-spooks but every

nies tht T

they have Imn posted, The lack nl'.)drqu.ue

S ML e11-

wurmdmddrwlnpedlluslllwnl’cunuull-
at home.

Indian firms has ranged
Imm ‘playing golt” with

securing

firms
have been Investing overseas partly to se-
cure access to ghobal markets and partly to
de-risk the Indian environment. Few, how-

m have made any significant investment

mm‘ela' deed 1 at a fast pace, [t | ?ﬂpcrcen:nl'lal.l retail sales
In 2022, The rep i hat around 1.76 mill take part ine-com-
merce activity in India, with the onl 15.8 million jobs, including 3.5
millban For wor A i share of wndnrasur\lcgwdlnthempnrl
saicl that their sabes and p nave increased they:

with such nfact, del I 1l ..-....,.Canlt.lry

toolt- repmled cladms, the report fincls that the growth of this segment is "not at the cost™
of the traditional brick and mortar stores, Not anly do consumers feel they have more
choice, but they also feel that pricing s in their fvour,

i political risk, beyond hoping the
ham' government would bail them out in
difficult times,

Such dependence on the home govern-
ment for dealing with overseas political risk
Itself constitutes a political risk, What hap-

The 1 56 With mare.
he ; P

pens when the p
.

overseas is him-

sumersand busi !

ensure that firms d inclulge inunfalr practices, that there ks fair play and a level play-
Ing Aeld, There should be greater In pricing and lesser ion asym.
metry, Policy should be g objective of safeg

FIGHTING THE WATER

Tripura flood toll underlines that state governments cannot be
left to their own devices in building climate resilience
TLEAST 10 people have lost their lives in Agartala after unrelenting rainfall
Toe Four days caused floads in large parts of Tripura's capital. Rivers running
In spate have caused devastation (n other parts of the state, especially its
sauthern districts, and the authorities fear the toll could be higher. I¢s clear
that "unprecedented rainall” caught the state administration off-guard. Given that the
IMD atil Tor the et bwo days,
has dane IIwrlghl llungm u‘mlﬂm ptlnrlly Gh puulc su(ely‘ and "mitigating the im-
pact of looding”, More ople have | lief camps. The Centre
has promised Tripura “all help” in leIru with the emergency. But Tripura, lile most
states, needs more central support In mmls.mng the vagaries oFlIu' clements. Iltporls
indicate that the fash Aood th
past three dﬂ)’S Tave distinct slmlmllcslo :m extreme wmhcr mclumi culmllm In

The Centre will hav

v e country

Ing mllwm.\mlnaﬂ climate change,

self replaced or no longer able to keep his
word? Dms.\comp.\lw board evaluate this

1 that mateer” in the
overseas investiment
destination, to securing
‘political protection’ in that
country or to ‘consulting the
Indian ambassador’. Indian
business leaders are quite
addept at securing political
protection overseas given
lomg years of experience at
home, Diplomats have
found an avenue for post-
retirenment employment,

Incmllng Ihenro cmnmnlcs.\nd strat-

[ makes use of them,

de-

pendent on malnstream Indian media's cov-
erage of the general elections in Indlia were
bess prepared for the final result than those
wh palel attention towhat some foreign cor-

o

Ry progs at .... | Imtllule

res| were writing. Here, too, the

of Strateg

plm-lhr Ingnn corporate m.rlerl for over-

that most business leaders were satisfied in-
vesting In hulldlnu |>mnr|.1| relations with

Uni of “difficult”
hmﬂmmm s put mlwolhmnn
alert, limiting the freedom with which they
could express thelr views on domestic poli-
licu lurlhrrcomrlhmllu; to the "surprise”

“those " in s ouniry,
{Mrlhr past dmde.nulw Indian business
and

P,
Cmilm bath the government and in-
d 1 firms are serious about overseas in-

think tanks that study the global econony and
politics. However, their focus s mostly onna-

vestment, they mast facilitate the growth of
area stuckies and expertise in the internal pol-
iics and pnll:'yn(cmntrlesdinlmn and

and political risk.
They have much to say in thelr walkmg

tries, Tlu'ymual.\lm invest in dm'lnﬁngln-

m\mmlswand da onwhat 1Iwyalmuldnr

the domestic polities of coun-
hey intend to place their

tries where

prop . . shnuldnudn.mdmyllllmndiﬂ&wtﬁﬂs S money.
under e political ing for companies that tislesto ithe has bieen d
‘When a global I have in s in Indlml:uannm.'l’lmmrurlslh.l bothingov-  out oFDmlumilwp.m Tortnight by Indian
Inchia Bound itsell exposed toa dl.\wln da- countries where they have theyhave  media was done in the fortnight preceding
mestic s, it chose to go to court, Seme Illileum.' for such “academic” research. There  Sheikh Hasina's exit, m.lmrlndl.m Firms, as

peo-
ple achvised the company's ghobal boss toap-
proach the newly-appointed minister
responsible for the change of policy, Having
that kine of information and knowing how
toget tothe person is also risk management.
This, toa, requires feet on the ground and eyes
and ears where possible,
Thase investing in developed economies

been posted. The lack of
adequate demand for
political risk insurance has
not encouraged and
developed this line of
consulting adecuately
athome,

hae b elfors at ']
area studies and country-specifle expertise
bt few undentale country political risk,

An important institution that has often
filled the information gap for corporates be-
tween what may be regarded as purely “ac-
ademic” research and "agenda-based” ad-
vice from governmental functionaries has

well as the g In Diethi, wonld Iuw

wrnofevents.

The writer was Member, National Security
Advisory Board of Indta, 1999-2001

and medta adviser to Prime Minister

of Indi, 2004-08

FORrR DIGNITY IN THE END

Supreme Court verdict adds to the legal confusion on euthanasia

PARTH SHARMA AND SMRITI RANA

ARECENT SUPREME Court judgment reveals
the legal and ethical confusion around eu-
thanasia in India. A Ryles tube is a device
through which food can be passed th

the nase into the stomach. Permission to re-
move the tube was denbed to the |:.wmnf
Harist a3l

Scientists in different parts of th y are 3 ch tovalert people
about landslices, T Mandi, for instance e rabnfall, soil mols-
Iulv.lnduuuuw, anel Kangra distry | Pradesh. The d llected
Ty these ds i achvance.

—— b hath th the weather| denord

h el P I timely ingstof ,' But ifthe climate action
plans of most state g are, ¥ fecologi Jocal agencies

cannat be left o Ihurmdmm Trlpura s climate action plan, lnrnnmlw h.n onlya
and

tothe imy

upscaling urban drainage systems, Th .........-.rlmcluwronl'lh.u
P

The raging rerged the felds of Tri anc jut miost

vefetative state I'arlrv.'paal 11 years with no
chance of recovery, While withdrawal of life
support in cases deemed terminal is allowed
as per the SCs 2008 jucgment, abench beaded
I!y 1 DY Chandeachud observed nn!uuual

of whaom are small agriculturists. The state's Barm sector is yet to recover from the damage
caused by Cyclone Remal in May and another round of flsods a month later, The Tripura
mmmnl had then aﬂn.mml scheme for ag But as

I not a lde support system,”
'I'lecrm passive euthanasia®, adopted
Iy thee 5C in 2018, refers to allowing natural
death by wit hhnidnu: ar wllhdrmlu; life-
Lhenis.

e, g o

sheldllu' fields from the r-wmdﬂm TIv.-u'l.nI:scmlm Ise postponed for long.

LOVEBOMBER BABY

The heartbreak anthem of 2024 offers hope: One need not be
Taylor Swift to make viral art out of a failed romance

IVE DUE CREDIT to the internet: Without the virality algorithm that deter-
mmines ho most permlcdlmwarl .md .\mualhm days, the story of

Gagni Porwal would | el Instead,
‘Lewebomber baby', mmmbyﬂwmulcrmmasmmemm lasﬂ
over the man who "lovebombed and then “ghosted” her, | the h k

“This term s not ideal. Withholding of futile
life-sustaining measures, or withdrawing
them allows for natural death, while cuthana-
sla imphies anintent to kill, \-bmllalmdmgs
that force the heart to beat and dialysis ma-
chines indisputably come under thecabegory
of life-prolonging measures, Howeves, clini-
cally-assisted nutrition and hydration — a
term used to describe artificial feeding by any
route ather than the mouth, including the
Msiuhc ndwallﬁ'wﬂmuumu

lhe]udgnm’am'd c.llwlndlly.l Ia.lmcru-

It is hard to imagine what it
must have taken Harish’s
ageing parents to move the
court. The right woa
dignified lite and death has
also been denied, The verdice
raises serious concerns. Why
did the family have o go to
court? Could the carly
involvement of palliative
care physicians have
prevented their sulfering?

clal i eestion its ethical basts, Medicalethics
has four broad pillars, “Beneficence”, which
makes it morally incumbent on the physician
= or the bench, in this case — to act in the pa-
tient's benefit, 'Nnn m.\lrﬂmncl'"mlm it

the p.mm. "Justice" hatthe rights

Living withaRyles tubse Is painful. ltls distress-
g tohave it inserted, and it must bechanged
every two o three weeks, Multiply thisby 11
m Imagine the state of the parents who

ot knowwn where bo draw the line be-
rween hope and wishiul thinking. The 5C

of the patient not be explotted, “Autonomy”
hves the patient the right to choose,

It Is hard to imagine what it must have
taken Harish's ageing parents to move the
court, The ethics of beneficence and non-

are evidently | The
nmwadwﬂbdllnmmhhumlm
dended, The: asimilar

;'um the Ry‘:!“l!llll‘ with the idea that it
wold lead to death by starvation, We don't
know if a person in a vegetative state would

but we do know that extending Iife thatis of
auchmorm\hlyl’arbmhlhe p.uim.md his

¥

ment pamd by the Delhi High Caurl In

Is time th hediffer-
ence bﬂwnmhm.nn and withdrwal of

Futile like

H.\ﬂslmcw raises

th y o ?Coule th ‘, g medical and ethical experts. Till :hmll Ia
i ians have o educate ourselves about our

prevented their suffering? luhls.\ndllwa Jons available by means such
The 5C decision also reflects the general — as Advance Care Planning .\lui Advance

fear and negative impression of death and dy-
Ing in our culture, Death from “passive eu-
thanasia® is interpreted as murder rather than
liberation from prelonged suffering, As in
many cultures, theactof feeding ks not menely
afunction of survival but is conflated with
careghir hospitality, and kowe, Dernying this
Is taboo at a social and existential level, Let's
try andd understanc the reality here, though,

Medical Directives. A good quality of life and
death are everyone's rights.

Sharma is a commuanity physician, Rma
heads the WHO Collaborating Centre for
Tra o Pelicy o Access 1o Pain Reflol

Bnﬂammnnl‘msof!l‘wﬂd\nm f:!l:
Marring Task Farce under the ndian
Association for Palliative Cane

them of 2024. Featuring a video with unabashed DIY assthetics, in which Porwal can Iu-
W o her what the song lacks in polish, it makes up for in

sheervim, | thassh the singe
I'hr:anaumptlan of" mw mnlm -Ionsclydrﬂu‘d.mhal Much:mcaltu' viewer

dmllmcdla. mlsmswlwnlhemllyd YouTube,
y fihe were not ih
lhm dbed i liferation of raw, Someof these attained viral lame
of the so-bad-Its-good variety, Music, th hofwhat by lenowwn as
“cringe pog'”, withthe v Fricay' in 2011
‘What is remarkable about r\-mn s T, hbwm-rnlh.\i the undertone of cruelty —de-

lighting in the nother h that virality of Black's
I'.\menr that of [\.\I:Ial.ml slm T.:hrrsh.lh Is Imly missing me people’s embrace of

baly' The of her siory may haw 1 to dowith it Wha,
after all, hasn't woneered wl\ylhe object of their alfections has !lnwedlmnulhcm?ﬂr
Ireould bethat diffiere {on: Hope, She has, after all, shown
that one need not be a Taylor Swilt o make viral art out of a failed romance.

| B

AuGusrt 23,1984,

Forty YEARS AGO

OPPOSITION RALLY

OPPOSITION PARTY LEADERS at a public

meeting at the Delhd Rambila grounds unie-

eclgec to fight the Congress onslaught

on the Constitution and the erosion of demo-
0

inHydezabad were in New Delhiat that time,
Thi h

Therewere 30 invalid votes, an unussally high

[PrOved By 4 group |
graphod 35 of them with NTRama Rao taken
at a hotel iy New Dethi where NTR support-
erswere put up. Who then are the 95 support-
ers which Bhaskara Rao has claimed to have

cratic

majorop-

B
the massive rally

pmnllan party lmlm

BHASKARA'S 95

THIRTY-SIX ANDHRA PRADESH MLAs who
weereclaimed by Chief Minister Bhaskara Rao
a5 having gone with him o Governor Ram Lal

apnper.indlanexprem .. .

P sovermor?

VENKATARAMAN Is VP

CONGRESS (1 NOMINEE R Venkataraman was

elected the eighth Vice President of India

mnhedcl'mwdltwmﬂilwd ition
Kambble by

number L e
consists of members of the two Houses of
Parliament,

CENTRE'S PROPOSALS

TO DEFLATE THE Andhra Pradesh crisis, the
Centre Is considering proposals short of con-
ceding o the demands of the Telugu Desam
Party, One of the proposals is to transfer the
state Governor, Ramilal, There were indications
lh.l wnw.mnounmm concerming the de-
n Andhra Pradesh would be

mar-
Ein Ofthe 'M’imespdlcd Wenkataraman
bagged 508 against 207 secured by Kamble,

e nom.\lwr the Prime Minkster's meet-
g the President. But it has been delayed,

E n [ |
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Modi in Kyiv
Anegotiated end to the Ukraine war is still elusive
but the world economy has a huge stake in it

HERE WILL BE considerable international attention on Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Kyivtoday regarding the pos-

sibilities of an intervention to end Ukraine's two and a half years’

war with Russia. He is the first Indian PM to visit Ukraine in
more than 30 years. India, for its part, has consistently taken the position
of not joining the chorus of western nations in condemning Moscow’s
lomacy and dialogue to end the conflict.
Modi reiterated thu. thmg i address to the Indian community in
‘Warsaw. o hist tion trip, Modi indicated that he
hoped toshare pEnpecles onthe pEanefu] resolution of the conflict with
Ukraine’s Presid kyy and for an early return of peace
and stability in the rEglun.

The visit will obviously build upon the high-level interactions between
the two leaders who earlier met on the sidelines of G-7 summits in Apu-
lia in June and in Hiroshima last year. They also met at the 2021 UN cli-
mate change conference in Glasgow. Modi's visitis perhaps an attempt at
damage control as Zelenskyy expressed disappointmment with his trip to
Russia in July,which unfortunately coincided with a Russian missile strike
onachildren's hospital in Kyiv. It also represents a delicate balaru:mg act
m algna]]mg to the West Eapetlally LhE 'IJ.S w]Lh whum I i

sia ina multi-polar world. But th ivelimits towhat India can
dotofacilitate dlalngug to end thewarasit is not the principal channel of
communicati Russiaand Ukrai for that matter between
the US and Russia.

sure, India played a behind-the-scenes role a couple of years ago
ng the global economy from the Ukraine war that unleashed
the spectre of a full-blown global food erisis by selling a proposal to Rus-
ia toallow grain shipments through the Black Sea. This deal was brokered
by the UN and Tirkiye. When Russian forces shelled the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear facility, India told Russia to back off according to an article in the
Neww York Times. Given India's help in pivotal moments like these, there are
no prizes forguessing why there is interest on the outcome of Modi's visit

: Opinion

E ARE ENTERING

that time of the year

when a slew of

Western think

tanks and NGOs

will issue various “global rankings” for
2024 on democracy, media freedom,
d otherassorted subjective
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® TAX MINUS JARGON

Union finance minister Mirmala Sitharaman

It would be better if the tax-related communication is
simpler in language, becomes devoid of technical words

and is not |

d so that an

understands

what he/she needs to do or what the notice is about

® SKEWED REALITIES
ITIS IMPORTANTTO QUESTION NARRATIVE-MAKING DOMINATED BY A NORTH ATLANTIC CABAL

Legitimacy of ‘global rankings’

SANJEEY SANYAL

Member, EAC-PM

issues. Almast certainly, most of these
will show India at the bottom of the pile
— unhappier than countries at war, less.
free than Afghanistan,and so on. In the
last: fe'w years, several commentators,

isauthor, h the
ludicrous: methodologies used to arrive
atthese ranki

Therefore, it will come as a surprise
to many commentators that WG is not
the property of the World Bank, but of
two researchers — Daniel Kaufmann
and Aart Kraay. The page m

lends a certain legitimacy derived from
themultilateral agency. In fact, it is most
commonly referred to as World Bank
WGL Yet, the institution takes no

in passmg,and the wordlng gives the

Itisimportant readers recognise that

that they happen to be

these not. annoy-
ances that can be ignored. 1'he'_v have
-world implications beca
i ign ratings

and other declslon-maklng processes.
They are also used for a range of activi-
ties, from academic research to the

Therefore, these ra;aklngs and indices
cannot be casuallyignored. They need to
be actively deconstructed. Those inter-
ested in a critique of their methodolo-
gies may see EAC-PM working pa)

Reversing the Gaze (March 2013] and
Wiy India Daes Foorly an Global Pe

tion Indices(November 202 2) However,
this article will look ata hat dif-

er currentl
|I:on behalf of the World Bank What is
not made clear is that the two
researchers own the

I forit!

The way WGI is set up makes it so
that it provides indicators for six cate-
gories: voice and accountability, peliti-
«cal stability, governance effectiveness,
regulatory quality, rule of law, and con-
trol of corruption.

space. Readers can Onee |

Rankin, and
d by the indic -

verlf{' this on the
ite and decide if

World Bank or a similar

various
think tanks are

Theorigin
and NGOsdo not!
anyone an explanation, as their place in
the WiGlis secure.

This problem was illustrated last
year by the response of Staffan Lind-
berg, director of Sweden-based Vari-
eties of Democracy Institute (V-Derm),
to criticism of their annual global
democracy rankings. Rather than
explain the methodology, Lindberg
condescendingly stated in an interview
that V-Dem’s rankings were based on
complex mathematical computations
by a supercomputer. In other words,
there was no need to explain things to
mere mortals. One wonders why V-
Dem needs complex mathematics and
asupercomputer to collate the views of
some 30-40 unknown “experts”.

Oneelegitimised by the World Bank
or a similar institution, the index or
ranking finds its way into academia,
media, and even government docu-
ments. In turn, they amplify the narra-
tive by quoting each other in circular
references. These days they get further
amplified by artificial intelligence
algorithms and Wikipedia. Eventually,
It ends up as received wisdom in col-

it is misleading.  jnstitution, the indexor ~ 2gpregated  into
Kaufmann, for = 5 into these categories.
instance, left the m"kng. fircls .?s way The choice of these
institution years ago academia, media, and even  ;;ycp; is entirely
andappearstobethe  government documents. The  derived from the
semi-retired emeri-  whole edifice may be based persenal  prefer-
tus president of a N . ences of
think tank. ona single point of and Kraay — no jus-
Itisonlywhenone legitimacy but the ordinary  tification is given

print person will think 'surely for

the choices.

et = : . farent issue — the well-oiled institu- al: the bottom uf the i Whatisalsostriking
to Kyiv.Itis notasif India has nulsm‘lghtmp]aythemleufapeaczmaloer_ tional system that gives these indices | pagethato i they cannot all be wrong is that rnogl:ofr_hg
Acouple of years ago, France's President Emmanuel Macron floated an and rankings their legitimacy. whatis goingon:“The sources are derived
idea to hold talks along with Modi but this did not materalise. In June, Animportant route that gives these | WGI repnegent negaan:h published to  from a few North Atlantic institutions.
India participated ina peac itin Switzerland and emphasised that legiti is | encourageac: Surely, Worldwide Global Indicators
it can be achieved tk t dial their inclusion in the Worldwide Goves- The views expressed in th:! research ]In!tedhythe World Bank should reflects
- anyinitiati cosin this nance [ndlcators [WG[J hosted on the i %d-;;:m- m I a m"t:world

he vi 3 its ve nrecent several country repre-

ties feel the need ta silence their guns as they cannot achieve their mili- stated on the website, WG is “a g]oba] Board,orWarld Bank i at the World Bank have 4?95-

tary objectives. Alas, this does not seem to be the case at present. Earlier
this month, Ukraine launched ing push into Russia’s Kursk region
and seized 1,250 sq km of territory, more than Russia has in Ukraine all
s registering significant gains in Ukraine’s eastern region.
Butall of this shouldn't deter Modi from sharing perspectives with Zelen-
skyy to end the conflict which the world econorny has a huge stake in, By
visiting Kyiv, Modi has sent a welcome sighal that India is not leaning so
close to Moscow that there is nothing to salvage with Kyiv.

Sonos app issues leave it
racing to save reputation

SONOS INC. HAS aloyal user base for its high-end audio speakers. Unfortunately,
a disastrous software launch has angered customers and jeopardised the com-
pany’s reputation, and the window to fix the problem is closing rapidly.

The release in May of a new app that controls the speakers was meant to have
been the culmination of chief executive officer Patrick Spence’s grand plan to
refresh the company’s infrast jgreatershare of the $100
billion audio market, of which it estimates it controls less than 206 The existing
Sonos app was struggling to handle all the demands of the modern-day audio-
phile,who wants to listen to sound from various sources, both local and in the
eloud,acro: Itipl Spence said “performance and reliabil-
ity issues"had cmpt in over time.

It turns out the new app was flawed, though. There'b not ennugh Hpace inthis
column tolist all of its shorteomings, but here's a fe
ume blasts high and can't be adjusted. Devices "disappear”in the app, seernmg]'_v
atrandom. The most basic features, like setting asleep timer oralarm, are missing,
according to tech site Engadget. "My push for speed backfired,” Spence said.

Inabusiness like specialist audio, trust can be axtremnely hard towin back Now
Spence,who has been in charge for some 12 years, most likely has just months to
save the company’s future.

OnTuesday, the former Blackberry executive threw himselfinto the lion's den:
an"ask me anytl\lng’ session in the Sones subreddit, where more than 250,000

gt dsof dollars toout-
fit their homes with t.he latest gear They are| [DW!I users and evangelists. Their
patience is being severely teste

Taki inns, Sp quickly put one issue to
nesLTI\e oornpany wouldnt be reverting back to the
old Sonos app while the new app was being straight-
ened out. "After doing extensive testing we've reluc-
tantly concluded that re-releasing 5 2 would make the
problems worse, not better,"he wrote,"I'm sure this is
disappointing. It was disap pointing to me.”

Past the point of no returmn, the company has said
the problem would take at least §20 million to $30
million to fix. The app debacle has meant slower sales
of existing products, and two pn:ldul:tg that had been

tolaunchir ni ing held back.
Asaresult, the company leduoed its tnp—md revenue
forecast forits fiscal yearto $1.5 billion from § 1.7 billion. It is laying off 100 peo-
ple —around 6% of its staff.

Dioes itstop there? SLnne the newappwas first launched, Sonos'stock has fallen
maore than 3 540, §1.4 billion makes it
among those that seek to cnmpete,]]keA]phahet Ines Google, Amazon.com Inc.,
or Apple Inc, all of which have invested in smart speaker products. Bose Corp.,
anather competitor, is privately held, and there are a few other smaller players.

‘Whatall of these competitors ]an:k experts say, is Sonos” expemse in multi-
room setups, which is a deal-breaker for many c says
[effries analyst Erent Thill, means that if the problems can be so]ved in the next
couple of months, consumers will be forgiving and Sonos will be right back on
track. Software meltdowns are not uncommon, Thill argues — just ask Crowd-
Strike Holdings Inc.or Delta Air Lines Inc. The question is how quickly Sonos can
get it rectified.

Damning word of mouth is building fast, b\ntl\ powerful sites like the New:

DAVE LEE

flocmbarg

York Times" recentlywithd nyconscientious
buyer dipping into audio forums will be lett in no doubt about the challenges
Sonos is facing.

“We're doing can to put allof these ind us in time for

the Impmnthu]ldaysemn Spence told investors, whosofar haven't called for
‘his head, though that won't last if he can't straighten things out.” Stubborn bugs"
havebeen"identified”and there isan "action plan”to solve them, he said. That bet-
ter happen quickly before users abandon Sonaos for good.

compllatlun of data captulmg house-
hold, of
the quality ufgm'emanoe in mare than
200 countries”. Thus, legitimised by the
World Bank, these indicators are then
used by investment managers, acade-
mia, credit ratings agencies, and so on.

While it is not unusual for
le-sea:dlerstnpumutamd.eaasapaper
fordiscussion, the WGI i

tioned the placing of WGI on the World
Bank website. The matter has even been

discussedat but hy

ferent, as it is. acumlnuouﬂy updated
curation of indicators that is perma-
nently hosted on the website of the
World Bank. Inclusion in the list clearly

The dollar’s limbo:

JAMAL MECKLAI

CED, Mecklai Financial

www.mecki.col

m

WGl continues to be hosted by the multi-
lateral agency. However, if anyone raises
an objection about any of the curated
indices, they are directed by World Bank

and everyday
that nolengerlook backat the primary
evidence. The whole edifice may be
based on a single point of legitimacy
but the ordinary person will think
“surely they cannot all be wrong"

As one can see, this is rather like a
money laundering operation where
the World Bank gives legitimacy to
WGI but takes no responsibility, WG
then passes the buck to the source
think tanks,and the think tanks blame
it on supercomputers. This is why it is
important to question this global nar-
rative-making systemn as well as think
of how institutions from outside the
North Atlantic cabal can do global
rankings and sovereign ratings.

Vigws are personal

How long can it go?

Nothing can confirm that the dollar will continue to
weaken, but there is considerable ‘certainty’ that US
interest rates are going to fall, possibly quite rapidly

WHEN | WAS a young buck, there was
a popular dancing song by Chubby
Checker called Limbo Rock; two people
‘would hold a rod across the dance floor
and the dancers would have to bend
‘backwards and slither under the rod,
‘while everyone would shout: *How low
can you go?” And with each turn, the
rod would be pushed lower still—how
low can you go?

Watching the dollar this past week
took me back to that wild, back-break-
ing dance.

The dollar index has fallen by more
than 11% in the past year, but in his-
toric terms, DXY is still extremely
strong. Since 2019, it has been higher
than the current level (101.5) nearly
4 0% of the time; however, since 2015,
it has been stronger just 23% of the
time; and since 2002, DXY has been
above 101.5 noteven 15% of the time.

Inatherwords, its long-term average
level (90.5 since 2002} is much lower
than today's value. Perhaps more rele-
vant interms of timing, the accompany-
ing graphic shows that DXY has fallen
belaw a reasonably strong support and
it would seern that it may well test fand
possible break) the 100 level, afterwhich
the next support is around 95-96.

While none of this definitely con-
firms that the dollar is going to con-
tinue to weaken (and stay weak) —
markets never give you such easy sig-
nals — the reality is that there appears
to be considerable "certainty” that US
interest rates are going to fall, possibly
quite rapidly. With US employment

looking a little shaky and inflation
appearing to stabilise near acceptable
levels, the market — always quick on
the draw — is looking for as many as
three cuts in the balance of 2024 and
a total of 1.75-2% of cuts
through 2025.

Contrariwise, the European Central
Bank, while likely to cut rates at least
oncemore thisyear, is nowhere nearas
enthusiastic, since growth in the Euro-
zone appears to be holding reasonably
steady and inflation, too, appears to be
in control. The Bank of Japan, on the
other hand, has already raized rates
once this year, which led to the dra-
maticunwinding of the yen carry trade
and the nearly 5% decline in the DXY
as a rasult. Thus, from an interest dif-
ferential standpoint, the dollar
appears to have nowhere to go
but down,

DXY SINCE JAN 2002

Additionally, with the US presiden-
tial election heatingup,it is becoming
clear that both sides — Trump explic-
itly, Harris less so — would likel
happy with a weaker dollar and will
design policies pushing in that direc-
tion. And, of course, in the (hopeful)
event of a Harris victory, there is the
real possibility that Trump's rabble
may generate some chaos on the
streets, which would take atleast a few
basis points off the dollar’s vaunted
safe haven status — I note that gold is
hovering around its all-time high.

And finally, there is the elephant in
the room — the US debt/GDP ratio,
which is among the highest in the
wm]d., topped anly by Japan, Lebanon,

nﬁ pore, and Sudan. Japan has been

e top in this regard for decades,

‘but the fact that the vast majority nf
the debt is held onshore by citizens

HE EDITOR

No rate cuts yet

The buzz around the financial market
about rate cuts will continue until
Caonsumer Price Index (CPI) remains
under 4%, the target set by the
regulator. On the back of sustained
fiscal as well as monetary measuras,
CPl has been showing sign of easing.
The inflation rate in July ebbed to
3.54%, marking the first time that the
FReserve Bank of India (REI) brought

down CPl below the set target since
2019. The REI anticipates CPwill start
moving up September onwards. At
present, the economy is traversing
through the right trajectony and any
haphazard move may derail the
engine. Waiting and watching is
essential to buttress growth without
losing sight of price stability. The
market will have to wait some more to
see the RBItum dovish and cut rates.
—ashok Kumar Sahoo, Guwahati
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E-commerce not
going anywhere

Unizn minister Piyush Goyal has
come up with the most ridiculous
argument to discourage
e-commerce. The fear of becoming
couch potatoes is very real, but it is
nat happening because of anline
purchases gaining popularity. The
extinction of mom-and-pop stores
has been offset by the 1.5 times more

Thelndl:n i

financialexp.epaprin .. .

who, as a friend who lived in Japan for
25 years described it, are members of
Club Japan — members will never
break the rules or doanything to desta-
bilise the club. Singapore has a huge
gross debt, but it has assets exceeding
its debt and so remains rated AAA.
Lebanen and Sudan are economic
basket cases.

The US has, of course, always lived
beyond its means, and has been using
the credibility generated by its deep
and liquid financial markats to sustain
itslifestyle. And while this has worked
thus far, the weaponising of the Soci-
eq-' for Worldwide Interhank Flnancla]

ication to impl

sanctions against Russiahas. startedto
see more and more countries begin to
put at least a few of their eggs in other
baskets, including gold. Given thatany
new US administration would have
huge difficulty in cutting spending
right up front, this smouldering issue
could add to the medium-term down-
ward drift in the dollar.

Thus, a DXY range of 95-105 over
the next six months in the event of a
Democratic  victory  seems a
reasonable bet.

On the other hand, however, if
{heaven forbid) Trump were towin the
election, it is possible that his radical
and onsible ideas could trigger
some real traurna in global investment
markets, which could push the dollar
lower still. 1'd look for a much crazier
DXY range of £5-95.

Time to practise limbo dancing.

Jobs created by online vendars.
Predatory pricing may be true but
the consumers are not complaining.
Hobody does business to do any
favours. The sole reason is to make
maney. It the minister is really
warried about lack of exercise, how
about giving the citizens good, safe
and clean roads for them to walk?
—anthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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Do we need a Central law for protection of healthcare professionals?

| PARLEY |

ollowing the brutal rape and murder of
a tralnee doctor
violence against healtheare workers
has come to the forefront, with

I Keraba, sinee the law was made stringent
Toldbowving the murder of Vang s in
2028, the incidence of violence hias come
Tew instances of violence

murder of Vandar 5 in 202F, the incidence of
violence has come down. There were a fer
Instances of violence where the State
quickly. Kerala has also enacted a Code of Grey
Protocol. We have asked the government to
adapt this Protocol of the Kerala government
oo,

K national professionals across India demanding ted quickly

president of the 't JUiCkly. SR: We need a Central Act but at the same time,
Indian Medical issue KV ASOKAN a Central Act should not take the rights of
Assodation was drafted by the € | government, but the State and that of the patients, A law can help

Shanthi
Ravingdranath, RV, Asokan: The violence that the postgraduate

+ Can a Central law
are professkonals at

never saw the light of day
ensure security fol
Asok
s the questic

1 conversition

tralnee dmlur experienced (in Kolkata's R.G. Kar

of the Rolkata B.G. Kar Medical College and Hoapital, in Prayagraj. s

the healtheare system not just by improving

RVA: We don't understand what the Central
government Is trying to tell us, because it was
Ministry of Health which had signed the

the government not known then that health
weell as law and order are State subjects? If
why dlidd it sign this?

in reducing the Incldence of violence against

heaktheare workers, but policymakers should
also ¢ ne why these ine
happening. It is the respos

e by C. I\!:nya‘ Edited excerpis: office memarandum with the IMA (Indian government to see to it that the expectations of a
Medical Association) in 2007 saying it will poor patient who comes to the hospital, of free,
Why has against heal ke # explore the possibiliny of a Central Act (1o el total health care, are met, The public
been increasing across India? Doctors protest against the rape and murdser of a postgraduate trainee doctar protect healthcane workers from violer | health systen ngthened and

out-ofpocket ndinure should be reduced,

Why do you think the Centre went back on

dactor ital) Is obwviously very infrastructure, also by ensuring that doctors” In 2008, under the same Health Minkster, the Its carller intent of enacting a Central law?
acthvist, s o oy . N

Secretany, working hin re restricted to eight how thiree Minkstries of Hom: Wl Hisalth

Doctors’ nerally, whin thi dlay, Postgracluate studhents are there to le drafted this Bill. 1 was part of the committes RVA: The government s a problem
Assoclation for relatives sometimes get violent (with doctors and work, not to replace doctors who should be which drafted it. Aot of consultations were held | acknowledging that there is violence againse
Socil Equatity  and nurses), We have been secing such inc I:Imls treating the patients, Recently, NMC (National beforee the Bill was drafted, but the Bill did no healtheare professionals in lndia. But the reality

of violence in th t tworthree decade:
25 States have enacted 1o
professionals), b
fiew convictions,

expectations, high out-of: |>o\lw1 expendiy
and the lack of proper communication between
doctors and patients, 1t is a complex subject,

Shamthi Ravindranath: WHO (the World
Health Organization) says every country should
spend at least 6% of the GDI* on health. But few
countries are doing this (India spend les
%), People need free, casily acoe:
and complete treatment, When i}
Thospbtal, they get 2 un'y!n case Hhe
distress, 1d I

against the sys:
out on the doctor who provides II1L' treatment,
wha is the face of the hospital at th |¥wlll. and
whao i in the en
violence against Iy at the global
level is 8%, We need toin e GO
spending on health and strengthen the public
Thealth system so that people are provided
proper they go e
Thiis will lvelp chieck such cases of viol

Could better infrastructure and additional
security measures in hospitals help?

SR: Most hospitals, especially government ones
and medical colleges, use interns, postgrad
medical students, and super speciality students
1o run the show. As the maln healtheare force,

these people are made to work continuously for
long hours, They are emationally exploited and
verbally abused at work. So, we have to improve

Medical Commission) p
sl that a majority of pos
suffering from mental health lssues. This polnt
should also be considered.

plished a study which

RVA: The kssues of patient-related violence can
T bsrsughit dhowen by impsroving communication
{between doctors and patients), ensuring safety
TSt security protocol in all
edical college hosplt
Avisory for
colleges (emphasising the need for each
medical college o develop and implement a
comprehensive policy to enhance the safety of
‘Iuslrm il healtheare professionals within the
il hospital premises). This can be
rl'.l||)' helpiul.

SR | also want to add that every hospital should
Ve a |1<n|_unl pml« tion con ee o check
al security. There should be
as and security personnel, who
shoubd be accountable for the safety anc
ity of all the people working in the
pspecially healt)

r workers,

In 2019, the Centre had drafved a Bill titted
“The Healtheare Service Personnel and
Clinical Establishments (Prohibition of
violence and damage to property) Bill, 2009°,
However, the Centre took the stand that
existing State and Central laws provide
adequate legal protection for our health
workforce and that all that we require in
addition Is the beefing up of security in
Thospitals. Do we need a Central Act to
protect healthcare workers from violence?

go 1o the Cabinet, Why did they lead us down
the garden path?

Now, the government is saying 1
possible (to bring in legi
COVIDAIS pandemie, when there was large-scale
violence against doctors in Hyderabad, the IMA
had declared a “whi Vi saicl that we

. and by nooen, the “white
withdrawn. At 4 pur
pidemic
5 Act, 1897, was pn-d poed, which was
ol by Parliament. Why was
» suddenly, how are they all
Central liw Is not possible?

The Supreme Court has now set up a nation
task force to look into the issue of the safety
of healthcare workers, How does the IMA
view this development?

RVA: We welcome it. The Supreme C
one insthuthon accepts
religious lines

Supreme l.ﬂlll!ﬂllll'l It s all abour the safety ,
security, and working conditions (of healthcare
workers), It does not talk about a deterrent low,
if there a violence? What will be ol

there are 25 State laws, but whiere are the
convictions? In my understanding, there was
only one conviction last yea ikl Nadu
while there are hundreds of ¢
sinee the kw was made stri

is for everybody tosee, If you look at the issue of
hospitals are much safer

ity arramgements, It is
hospitals and small and
the private sector which
are exposed to this violence,

There is no dearth of laws in the country.
Kerala framed legislation to prevent
violence against healtheare workers in
2012, but it was not enough. While secking
a new law, what are the implementation
challenges you expect?

RVA: The 2002 Kerala law did not have teeth,

The R 1 Thie law wis ot

an Penal Code (mow called the
ratiya Nyaya Sanhitad or the Code of
Criminal Procedure (now called the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanh he police had no
idea that such a law had come into existence. We
had to show them there was indeed an Act 1o
take cogmisance of the violence agalnst hospltals
and healt workers, The Vi

mvirdder changged things, 15 i VETY
strong law. At least in four or five instances of
violence, after this law framed, the police
acted swiltly, So, a deterrent low which is
implemented by the police on the ground and is
understood by the public is very useful,

O]
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. A performance to paint

The second-hand grief of an e
editor

ke reporters who feel the blast of s
lashes of micro-griel

agedy, editors face

Sunalind Mathew

ast week, a reporter in his 208
L called w 1} 3
d N ) A

he cost uflm
n” He had just writ-
it the horror of nine children dy
g a wall collapse in a village in
Madhya Praciesh, 1 thought to mysell th
someone so young should not have to en
Eage *h death as a matter of
s the nature of our jobs,

from our reporters in Kolkata that they
Tad not been able to sleep. One of them
was witness to the vielence that erupted
at the hospital, Unlike reporters who feel
tragedy, editors face lashes

1. But these add up.
o wee are told by Dr, Elisabeth Kil-
bler-Ross, in her book On Death and Dy-
1 ps: denial, almvr bar-

\!m-[ jmlrmluu can only al[urtl time to
feel anger and acceptance, both of which
editors hold space for reporters (o ex
press = they have seen horrors we only
book at in |m1ur:'-i and videos,

Editors must sometimes keep track of
storbes much more than reporters do.
When a reporter ks trylng to figure out a
of getting through crumbling ro
to cover o landstide that has killed m
they cannot check on what every other
news enganisation is reporting. This is of
ten the job of the editor, who, seemingly

£ Ilw collect lhl' loss of frie

nelghbours' children. | wasn't there, but
o tell the story to readers, | had detailed
fons with the reporter, forcing
he had seen and

hat editors | coldly, will ask questions like, *So should
i then craft 100 people or the off 200 pe-
communication, We learn to temper | ople (have diedy?
words, measuring them out so lers “The desk® as we are called, |mwh|r\ h

know the truth, so they are disturbed
enough to call for action, to hold people

the anchoring in the newsroo
the reporter questions that n

A Kalamezhuthu workshop onganised by the balayalam Department at Maharaja’s College, Kochi, Kerala, The art form Kalamezhuthu is an hours-long process. It invalves
dravwing phtunes on the loar with natural powders and i a perfarmance in Reell A Mualistic tibal art that toak shape in Kerala, it is traddtbonally perlormed in temples.

the administration accountable, But | want to know answers to, sometimes il THULAS KAKKAT
we try and make sure not to trigger | ing in the context of what s happening
trauma. on ground, sourcing "library” information *
A reporter can spill their guts out onto | of other such events ir . . ) p m d
e, trying to exorcise some of the As we prepared 1o edit a long-form sto- FROM THE ARCHIV 4 mun,

ages that embed themsebves into their | ry on the Kolkata doctor, editor col-
mlmlnnd Bodies. It Is sometimes left for | beague and | spoke about the nuts of bolis
the editor o mop up the Blood, to make | of story structure and the use of other lit-
sure the body of words is dressed (but not tools so we could try and ensure
dressed uph, so readers can cope with the story travelled through space and
their own gri time, to other places in the world, o fu-
The day before my conversation with | ture generations,

the young reporter, there had been mid- Second-hand grief is like second-hand
mikght profests seross India’s citkes against | smoke, The toxicity embeds itselll in our New Delhi, Aug. 22: The retiring President, Mr.
the rape and murder of a doctor in a | bodies, shortening our sleep, 1=smlu: s VLV, Gird, sadd he had not permitted

state-run hosp n Kolkata, | had not | into grieving, not just for vict ud Constitutional niceties to come in the way of
been able to go for them; work keeps us | vivors, but also for reporters, for rea hils free functioning in public, and that w
up most nights 5o the newsp, and 1’ur the way the world is. whiy B had given frank expression so often to
come to your doorstep with you views concerning the administration,
fing coffee. But | saw images and heard in belbeve in self-crit ruthless

N »

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD AUGUST 23, 1924
Burma Council

Rangoon, Aug 22: The ballot for 20 resolutions
admitted for discussion at the forthcoming
peeting of the Legislative Council was held thi
afternoor ey include Mr, Narayan Rao's
reselution on labour condithons, B s
rview, recommendations not 1o grant menopoly 1o any
hee Govery firm or individual without the consent of the
it of rallwaymen, which h.l:l Leggisliture and without the consent of the
cansed consider ssment to the Legislature and Ba Thein's recommendations to
Treasury Beng L. abolish opium licenses fised for 25th.

m : »

dhealing with 1I1|-
it A demoe
Covermment can gadn strenggth and y
only by constant scrutiny, and by the genui
fear that it may be thrown out by a vigilant
public opinlon,” Mr, Girl sald, at a brief but

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 23, 1974

Giri defends his public
utterances on Govt.

to justily his recent ;m 55 i
particularly ik
:In- reinstate

stmscalinimathewsgtehindu.
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Witaj Poland!

PM Narendra Modi arrives in Poland for the first
visit by an Indian Prime Minister in 45 Years

on August 21, marking the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to the country in 45

In a significant diplomatic milestone, Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Poland

years, This historic visit underscores the growing importance of India-Poland rela-
tions, which have evolved considerably since their establishment over 70 vears ago.
India and Poland share a rich history of diplomatic engagement that dates back to the
early 1950s, soon after India gained independence and Poland emerged from the dev-
astations of World War . The two nations established formal diplomeatic relations in 1954,
laying the foundation for a partnership based on mutual respect, shared values, and
common interests. During the Cold War era, India and Poland maintained cordial rela-
tions, bolstered by their shared membership in the Non-Aligned Movement. This peri-
od saw steady growth in bilateral trade, cultural exchanges, and political dialogue. However,
the relaﬂonshlp- axperignced a slowdown in the post-Cold War era as both countries

tive partner for Poland.

focused on domestic reforms and economic transi-
tions. Despit this, the underlying warmth between the
two natjons remaingd intact. In recent years, the India-
Poland relationship has witnessed a resurgence, dri-
ven by mutual economic interests, shared concerns
about global security, and a commitment to multilat-
eralism. Poland, as a member of the European Union
and a key player in Gentral Europe, has become an
important partner for India in its engagement with the
reglon. Meanwhile, India's rapid economic growth and
its stratagic position in Asia have made it an attrac-

Prime Minister Modi's visit to Poland Is a significant

step in revitalising and deepening bilateral ties. It is particularly noteworthy as it marks
the first tima an Indian Prime Minister has visited Poland since 1979, The visit is expect-
ad to enhance cooperation in several key areas, including trade and investment, defence,
technology, and cultural exchanges. Trade between India and Poland has been steadi-
ly increasing, with bilateral trade reaching approxémately $3 billion in recent years, Polish
companies have shown keen interest in the Indian market, particulary in sectors such
as defence, energy, and infrastructure. Likewise, Indian businesses are exploring oppor-
tunities in Poland particularly in the fields of information technology, pharmaceuticals,

and r

Défense

is another area of mutual interest. India, with

its growing defence industry, can be a valuable partner for Poland in this endeavour.
Cultural ties between the two nations are also set to recelve a boost during PM Modi's
visit. Poland has a vibrant Indian diaspora, and cultural exchanges between the two coun-
tries have been on the rise. Indian films, cuisine, and festivals are increasingly popular
In Poland, reflecting the deepening people-to-people connections, As India and Poland
work together to address common challenges, from global security to chmate change,
this visit could mark the beginning of a mare dynamic and mutually beneficial partnership.
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Wistors ot the Taj Mahal in Agra

of Paklstan S ISI

Often accused of overstepping its professional bounds,|SI has become a
player in domestic politics, international intrigue, and personal vendettas

py novelist John Le Carre
describes \]lu'w as compli-
cated and lonely beings,
living double lives, Such
seclusion makes decep-
tion, intrigue and unrequited
ambition, their default mode,
The fact that they know the dwtr
and dark secrets but are sl
expected o comply by restrains
occasionally leads them 1o flex
thelr ‘privilege (read, confidential
information) towards reckless
ey, Because they are dangerous-
Ikpriv}- 1o 50 much dirt, they fear
their ambition
Like the proverblal Ceaser’s wife,
must always be above suspicion
= but often aren't. Pakistan’s noto-
rlous spy agency Inter-Services-
Intelligence (151) is infamaous for
going Iu?nml its professional
vemit and dabbling in domestic
paolitics, commercial interests or
even partaking in cross-border
dalliances, beyond their approved
mandate. If the Pakistani Army
Chief is the real power (pretence
of cvil politicians, notwithstand-
ing), arguably the second most
powerful person is the DG-1SL
Supposed loyalty 1o the Army
Chief or w the PM (in times
when the Army takes a backseat
and pe ns have an upper
|’|Jm|l) is implicit, though, in the
Pakistani narrative, backstabbing
Is common.
Tromically i’nr such a |mwwl’nl
‘mumber two' post, there have
been 29 DG 3o far, and only
one has ascended o the post of
Army Chief ie., the current
Army Chiel, General Asim
Munir. It is reflective of the slip-
pery slope that the post entails
which invariably ends up making
some power centres in Pakistan
unhappy about their conduct
eg, C l”ﬁ( Politicians,
Americans/ Chinese or even their
alma mater, the Pakistani ‘estab-
nent,
Even the current Army Chief,
Cieneral Asim Munir was abry \I -
Iy maoved ouwt as the DG-151 as the
then P Inran Khan felt uncom-
fortable with his conduct (
later evened out the equation as
Imran finds himself langulshing
in the jail woday), Seemingly the
profile i for a loyal, ung
ing and low-key DG
does the job is satisfied with
obscurity {s]mnldn‘l be overam-
Ditious) and effectively rides into

The catalyst for
corporate success

success, there is a funda-

mmverital truthe the sky is ot
your limit, but merely the
starting point. With a power-
ful drive and unwavering
determination, ambition pro-
pels you to surpass all per
ceived boundaries. Just like a
hiﬁzh-pcl'fnl'mium- engine,
achieving your dreams
requives proper focus and
direction,
Today, we all have unique
goals and dreans, both in our
personal lives and careers,
Nevertheless, the journey
from having a vision to mak
be chialle

ng. It calls for

unwavering ulluwm
relentless effort, and occasion-
ally, the need 1o ignore those
who doubt you, In our busi-
ness environment, having a
strong drive and unwavering
determination is not just a
cliché, but a crucial factor in
wﬂlnf ambitious goals and
relentlessly striving lor excel-
lence, We must connect these
grand aspirations w careful
planning, unwavering com-
mitment, and consistent hard
work,
Only then will the aspiration
reveal its magle, Many times,
the biggest obstacles we face

In the realm of corporate

are  result of the actions of
others, There will always be
those who view our dreams as
unattainable or doubt our
abilities. s erucial o remem.-
ber that our potentials are not
defined by external voices,
Throughouwt history, countless
indlvluﬁ:als have faced ridicule
and scepticism, only to ulti-
mutely prove their doubters
WO,

‘The proper environment can
truly make a difference in our
pursult of success, 1t is an
environment that fosters
growth by ]\mvulm;‘l‘ oppars
tunities 1o use our skills and
allowing for energetic and
unwelcome ambition, which
drives change and advance-
mment, Surround yourself with

mientons and peers wha share
your vision and are there to
SUPPOFL yoL on i,u\ur Jaurney.
Embrace growth opportuni-
and always value the
feedback of n|f:m to reline
your approach Equally erucial
Is the art of expressing our
goals.
Make sure to communicate
ruur goals and progress with
both supervisors and col-
leagues. s important 1o keep
everyone in the loop and
stay motivated, When you
apenly express your aspira-
Hiors and the steps you'ne tak-
Ing to achleve them, not anly
do you attract valuable
encouragement, but you alse
establish a sense of personal
respansibility. However, the

RACHNA
LAKHPATI

Ambition is an incredibly powerful force. When properly harnessed,
it has the potential to unlock remarkable outcomes

true basis of ambition stems
firom the comstant trust with
in onesell,
It is important o have a
strong beliel in your abilities
and to acknowledge the
unique qualities that you
bring  to  the table,
Recognising and celebrating
the small victories along your
Journey to greater success is
crucial, Embrace challenges as
chances to grow and learn,
Stay resilient in the face of set-
backs,
Ambition is an incredibly
rx\wvllul force. When 1~qu
harnessed, it has the
sck remark-
. Dhesplie facing
wl encountering
negativity, you will always
choose o embrace o positive
mindset. And getting encour-
sgement from prominent
individuals will help you
hugely achieve your goals,
After all, everyone deserves a
chance to shineSo set the bar
high, work, and let the ambi-
tion catapult you 1o new
heights. The sky is not the
Limit in the corporate waorld;
it s just the beginning of your
Journey towarnd success
(The author is a freclance
writen, views are
personal)

the sunset afler retirement,
without much fuss. Given the
opportunity, lure and access,
many do try 1o take their
chi g

There is o curious case of one
D151 who did get appoint-
ed as the Army Chief, but his
tenure was only for a few
hours and the same does not

o in official records as having
hecome the Pakistani Army
Chiefl. Lt Gen Ziauddin Bute
was a typical DG-ISI who
went across the Afghan border
to meet the dreaded leader of
the Taliban, Mullah Ormar, to
negotiate = he was in the thick
of the dark corridors and
machinations of the Pakistani

alate,

Zinuddin had direct access to
the other competing power
centre Le., PM Nawaz Sharif,
and was a willing accomplice
in Sharif's atempl to remove
Perver Musharral as the Army
Chief. Before the couplor
countercoup as Musharral calls
it), ‘General' Ziawddin was
qullly appointed the Army
Chiel and then immediately
dumped by the Pakistani
Army which refused 1o back
their DG-I8's ambition,
Spymaster’s gambit failed.
Zinuddin was not the first or
the last of DG-151s o harbour
personal ambition beyond
what was warranted constitu-
tionally. The shadowy likes of
Lt Gen Akhtar Rahman,

WHEREAS THE
UNHINGED
POLITIGIANS

IMRAN KHAN
WHO ARE
DESPERATELY

THEIR SKINS
AND INGRATIATE
THEMSELVES TO THE

LT GEN FAIZ HAMEED

Hamid Gul, Shamsur Kallu,
ZLaheerul Islam etc., operated
with questionable interests,
et another one who is in the
news for harbouring extracon-
stitutional ambitions and pay-
i the same is the
, Lt Gen Falz
Hameed. Forced Into prema-
ture reti nt over his dubi-
ous role amid the recent turf
war between the Pakistani
‘establishment’ {led by previous
and current Army Chiefs Le.
Qamar Bajwa and Asim
Munis, respectively) against the
Imran Khan dispensation - he
has been brought back to pub-
lic news for having misused his
then powerful position and
arm-twisting people in some
vl I?‘ leal,
While he was earlier afforded
u relatively face-saving ‘early
retirement’ (though everyone
knew better), he could be
embarrassingly court-mar-
tialed 1o score [resh brownie
points against the deposed

LIKE

TRYING
TO SAVE

Imran Khan dispensation

PAKISTANI (which Lt Gien Fakz Hameed is
‘ESTABLISHMENT' tklgltull.u th'vll\»;\w |u|:; nI;-[
ified with), Many acts of Lt

HAVE DISOWNED vz Hameed did \llp.p.lcsil
o rather megalomanic, cavaller

AND THROWN wnd mmrl\-achlniunnd:cl1]:;11

did noe behave the role of spy-

masters, but perhaps the per-

UNDER THE mnu]anﬂnllxjihmlﬁm the bet-

PROVERBIAL BUS! ter of him. As the roll of the

dice played out, the narrative

changed and with it, he 100

BHOPINDGER SINGH

was ousted, Only he Is back for
n ]pnmhlv second round of
infamy and disrepute if the
current dispensation has its
wurs.wlwn-m the unhinged
politicians like Imran Khan
whio are \lcnpvrm-lr trylng to
save their skins and ingratiate
themselves 1o the Pakistani
‘establishment’ (after realising
that they are not golng any-
where) have nllmwm-ﬁ and
thrown Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
under the pro bus!
Instead of backir v hench-
man who dnl 1Ful hidding,
Tmran said, “if Fakz Hameed
wis involved, it should be
inwestigated” and he welcomed
the em||nlry!
The whole saga says a ot
about the unprofessionalism
and complete absence of loy-
alty in overall governance, as
exemplified by 14t n Falz
Hameed or by Imran Khan -
the former was disloyal to his
institution, and the latter 1o his
word. As eli Michael Bar-
Zohar notes in Mossad: The
i 1 Missions of the Isracll
Secret Service, “Dirthest actions
should be carried out by the
st honest men’, perhaps for-
mer DG- alz Hameed
wasn't one and will pay the

price, again,
(The writer, a military veter-
an, s a former Lt (mmmar
of Andamean ¢ Nicobar
Islanels and Puducherry. The
wiews are personal)
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DARKNESS BEHIND THE SILVER SCREEN
Madam — The long-awaited Justice
Hema Commitiee report, commis-
sioned by the 4 government to
investigate the challenges faced by
women in the Malayalam film industry,
has sent shockwaves through the com-
munity. The report, which was released
to the media under the RTI Act five
years afler its submission, uncovers dis-
turbing accounts of sexual exploitation,
harassment, and mistreatment endured
by women in the industry. Revealing the
dark underbelly of the J{Im world, the
tvIun[I underscores the truth behind
what were once dismissed as mere
rumors—casting couch practices,
“adjustments,” and compromises that
are now exposed as grim realitles. It's
especially jareing to learn that even
some of the most popular” and "reput-
ed” actors are implicated in these uneth-
fcal practices, likely leading to the
vfall of stars once idolized on the
silver sereen, now unmasked as villains
behind the scenes, Additionally, the
report highlights the dire working con-
ditions faced by junior artists and other
Industry workers,
This report serves as both a wake-up call
and a rallying ery, urging those within
ndustry, along with the con-
cerned ministry and stakeholders across
the country, to take e and seri-
ous action o ensure the safety and well-
being of female professionals in the
Industry.

M Pradyu | Kamnur

A BELLWEATHER ACT
Madam — This happened in a temple
in o remote village, somewhere in a
remote district of MP A temple priest
wanted his temple to bea serene place,
free from the constant jangle of temple
bells that were hung from several places
inand around the temple, He wished 1o
be left in silence while offering his
E.nyu\ and doing his daily "pooja”
elore the temple deity,

At the same time, he did not wish 1o do

EIISIII'"I!] saletv [I' health workers

taken up the issue of Kolkata doctor's rape
and murder case Suo Matu and formed a
Mational Task foroe to examine the broader
Issue of doctors’ sadoty at work places, The

|t'l good to learn that the apex court has

away with the bells. They had always
b part and parcel of the temple, He
At upon an idea. He installed a call
bell {sans the electrical connection)
with a huge and rlm::invm sign "Ring
this hell only. Only this bell is connect-
ed to God.”

People pressed it again and again 1o
their heart's content, ignoring all the
other bells of the temple, This smart
gadget brought the much desired peace
and calm, lTv]iﬂ.I“ln' In its wake, the
priest as well as the svil s. 1 hope that
mnu-di}' all ur temples —nolsy and
crowded as they usually are — will
realise the home truth that noise, even
if it emanates from a temple bell or a
loudspenker, ought to be eliminated. If
our T‘d’ and goddesses reside in tem-
ple idols, don't they deserve an environ-
ment that is free from noise pollution?

Avinash Godboley | Devivas

SC TURNS DOWN HC VERDICT
Madam — Calcutta HC'S act in advis-
ing an adolescent girl to restrain from
sexual urge and not to give In, as right-

fallure of the hospital autharities and state as
well aven after the gory incident is glaringly
avident, forcing the court ko ga fo the under-
lying deep malalse The hospitals and other
pubilic healthcare sarvicas ar warking under
unsafe circumstances. The secunty angle af
haualth cara providers (s not addressed effec-
tivaly.
ThlJun-ﬂrdoctm are being forced 1o under-
schedules with inad
ra:lmlu thanks to the poor doctor patient
ratia, India s not spendeng even two parcent
of its GDF, Whare slx percent is naedad on
haalth causing more pressure an limited
resources. Apart from a stringant law against
attacks on health personnel, the working con-
ditions should be improved. Thawgh the heath
and law and ordar are state subjocts, Mere
suems 1o be a naad for a strang central act.
DVG Sankara Rao |Vizianagaram

ly observed by the SC is not only an act
unbecoming of an HC judge but also a
trespass into the modesty of an adoles-
cent, O top of preaching to the victim
the acquittal of the delinquent is an act
of & Kangaroo court and not o High
Court of the country,

Judges should understand and realise
that Ihn.?' are guardians of constitution-
al morality and the way deal in the mat-
ters in their court and thelr verdicts
should reflect this, The s repri-
mand of the Caleutta HC highlights the
need for judges to uphold constitution-

al maorali

The H ppropriate advice and the
uu]]nilm of the delinguent were unjust,
reflecting a failure to protect the i

dignity, The SC's intervention rightly

restored justice and reaffirmed jmTicIJI

integrity.

Kudos to 5C in rapping the Caleutta HC

and preserving justice in the matter!!
Gopalaswamy | Chennai
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Chiristianez Ratna Kiruba

ome with me to a busy
outpatient clinic at a public
hospital in rural Andhra
Pradesh. There is a sea of
walting patients. Some are on chairs,
mast on the Moo, waiting to be called in
by the doctor. People on the floor talk,
eit, aid some cven nap as they wait,
Oppressive heat, along with the smell and
feel of sweat, pervade the atmosphere,

Ina small consultation room two
doctors attend to a patient. In the comer,
another doctor treats a pathent. Outside
the door stand a multitude of paticnts,
Every now and then someone peeks in
and asks, “Doctor, when will my wm
come?™

Looking around, we notice there are
no windows. An old fan ratthes overhead,
recirculating the same overheated air.
While the doctors can take breaks in thelr
air-conditioned duty room, patients have
no such respite.

A similar stifling environment is
replicated in other places across the
country, as Joseph can testify,

“1 accompanied my relative to his
appolntment at the B. Baruah cancer
centre in Guwahatl,” says Mr. Joseph
(name changed). “The hospital waiting
room was overcrowded and extremely
humid because everybody there was
sweating. Soon enough, | started having a
headache and muscle cramps, My body
temperature rose too. | had to go G H]
different clinic 10 consult a doctor 'm:l
they di A me with heat ext
1 was admitted and given nol
along with saline injections. Only afier
some time did 1 feel better,” he adds.

Failing infastructure

India's public health infrastructure is
erumbling under the sheer volume of sick
people and this might have unintended
consequences for people in the current
heatwave India is experiencing.

This year, India is experiencing its
Iomnesl and deadliest heatwave in the past
sars with some parts of North India
hI ing record-high temperatures. This
heat wave disproportionately affiects the
poor and marginalised communities who
have o access 1o cooling devices, While
several forms of inequalities have been
exposed by the current heatwave = such
as occupational nequality and gender
inequality, it is also important to talk
about how economically-weaker sections
of the community who seek healtheare
from the public sector are exposed 1o
heat-related llnesses within the premises
of these clinkcs and hospitals,

“My father was admitted to the general
ward of a hospital because he had a fever
and stomach pain sometime back,” says
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When sweltering heat turns public
hospitals into potential ‘death traps’

Indiavs public health infrastructure is crumbling under the sheer volume of sick people and this might have unintended consequences for people in the current heatwine
India is experiencing: this phenomenon disproportionately affects poor and marginalised communities who have no access to cooling devices

A mnotoreyelist on o hot summer evening in New Delhi, we

Muniamma, a daily wage labourer from
Vellore, South India, “The doctors told

me that he had a kidney infection and
they were treating it with injections with
which he was getting bcuer Suddenly his

c‘

lost of tests but then they realised that it
was heat related as it was peak summer”

Ms. Muniamma's father, though he was
admitted with a different ailment,
developed a heat-related illness as he lay
in the hospital bed in the overcrowded
and poorly ventilated hospital ward. “The
doctors tried tln-lr best.” ‘-'IJ’S Mundamma

and night spraying m]rl water from a
spray baotthe onto every bit of exposed
skin. “They gave him saline injections
which were cooled in a refrigerator. They
asked us to bring a few table fans which
we placed around him. We also kept
trying to cool him by placing ice cubes in
his armpits and such. But he did not get
better. His kidneys failed due to the heat
and he died,” she recounts sadly.

Killer heat

Just like Muniamma, Kumari from Vellore
too has lost an uncle 1o heat iliness in a
poorty ventilated ward. “He had some
mental illness and would always be sad or
crylmg, so we showed him toa
peychiatrist and got him medicine.
However, after a suicide attempt, we
rushed him to a hospital where they put a
tube in his nose and gave him injections
and medications. He started gaining
consciousness and was getting better
when he started having a fever. The
doctors initially said that he might have

caught an infection from the other

BIG SHO'

A paramedic prepares an isolation wand set up as a preventative measure affter Pakistan's health
minkstry confirmed a case of moankey pox in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, at a hospital in Karachi
on Thursday, 4

ee

They gave him saline cooled ina
refrigerator. We broughi i
which we placed around him. We
ket Ir\irluluunnl Tiirn by placing ice
cubes inhis armpits, But his Kidneys
Faniledd chuee to the Deat and e died,

patienis. But all the tests were negative.
That is when we realised that it might
have been the heat, as it was scorching.
He was treated for heat-related iliness but
he did not recover,” she says, “1 am truly
sad that my uncle died of something that
was ot even his initial problem. But what
can we do? We can only afford 1o come to
a government hospital and we know how
overcrowded and hot it can get,” she
adds,

Whilie the mews of heat-related deaths
is making headlines daily, there Is reason
to believe that the numbers may be
underreported due to several logistical
reasons. Known reasons include
decreased knowledge among healtheare
professionals about when to report and
inadequate autopsy services to prove
heat-related deaths, patients developing
heat-related illness after admission to a
hospital for a different illness are
lesser-known reasons for the
underreporting. For instance, in the past
two examples, cause of death may be
mentioned as urinary tract infection and
suicidal poisoning despite the reason
being heat.

According to Anand Zachariah,
consultant physician, CMC Vellore,

people who come to hospitals for certain
illmesses are more valnerable to
heat-related illnesses, “Especially when
someone has a fever due to any infection,
it is very important for them to dissipate
Theat from their bodies via sweating.
However, if the amblent heat in the
hospital ward is high, they will not be able
to do so. This puts them at a very high
risk for developing heat exhaustion,” he
says. Alongside this, older individuals,
individuals with any

THE GIST

-

Heat-related deaths are likely
being underreported. Reasons
Include lack of knowledge
ameng healtheare
professionals and inadequate
sutopsy services. Also patients
developing heat-related illness
after admission for a different
iliness can cause

illnesses and skin conditions which cause
issues with sweating may also be at risk
according o a paper coawthoned by Dr.
Zachariah,

According to Aditi Dandawate, a
paediatrician at Cooper Hospital,
Mumbai, such issues can be very
common in newborns and children
admitted for other reasons. "Considering
the high temperatures im Mumbai, we
always keep our eves peeled for
dehydration in children. We advise
mothers to dress their children in the
Bare minimum clothing. We also ensure
adequate hydration,” she adds.

Improving amenities

‘While these are individual measures
ulkcn at the level of the treating doctors,
W enough o combat the systemic
failings of poor infrastructure of the
healtheare system and the everlooming
problem of climate change at large.
Hospitals, for one, need to have a strategy
in place every year as to how they would
deal with such occurrences, This year
some hospitals including Tirunebveli
Medical College, RML Hospital Delhi, GRH
Madurai etc. have started air-conditioned
wairds to admit and treat heat stroke
patients, but these measures fall short on
the prevention front. CMC Vellore has
prepared a protocol for its doctors which
disseminates information about how heat
stroke can develop while in hospital. The
document shows the signs the doctors
st look out for and cautions them as to
which kinds of patients are at risk for the
same,

“0n top of this, it is important to
ensure further changes at the level of the
hospital like providing shade for patients
o wait, keeplg pots of water or water
dispensers in outpatient areas, measures
to cut the time patients tand in
quenes etc,” says Dr. Zachariah.

(Assistance for overcoming sulcidal
thoughis is available on the State’s health
Telphine 104, Tele-MANAS 14416 and
Snehar's suicide prevention helpline
O44-24640050. Helplines across the
courntry can be accessed here,)

(D, Chiristinmes Ratna Kiruba is an
imtermal madicine doctor with a passion for
patient rights advecacy.
christianezdennis@gmail com)

L i L3
-
People who come to hospitals
for certain illnesses are more
wulnerable to heat-related
ilinesses. If someons has a
Bewer it s very important to
dissipate heat via sweating,
However, if the ambient heat
in the hospital ward is high,
they will not be able to do
s0. This puts them at high
risk of heat exhaustion
-

Indlividual measures taken by
doctors cannot cope with
systemic Tailings of poor
health infrastructuse and the
problem of climate change at
large. Hospitals need to have
a strategy In place every year
fo deal with such occumences

What is vaccine-derived polio?

Privali Prakash

EXPLAINER

The story so far: A two-year-old
child in Tikrikilla, Meghalaya, has
been infected with vac de-
rived polio. This is not a case of
wild poliovirus, but an infection
that presents in some people with
low immunity, the Union Health
Mindstry said on Tuesday, August
20,

“The twoyear-old child from
Tikrikilla was found to have symp-
toms of poliomyelitis more than a
wieek ago, The child was diagnosed
with acute flaccid paralysis at a
hospital in Assam’s Goalpara,”
Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad
K. Sangma said. Officials in the
State’s West Garo Hills district are
on high alert following the condir-
mation of the case.

Vaccine-derived polio
faccine-derived polio s a rare con-
dition that occurs when the wea-
kened (also  called avtenuated)
strain of poliovirus used in the oral
polio vaccine (OPV) mutates and re-
gains the ability 1o cause paralysis.
OPY contains a ttenuated
virus that is used for immunisation
agabist the disease. This weakened
virus Rrigigers an immune response
when administered, thus protect-
ing people from the disease. The
attenuated virus replicates in the
intestines for a limited period and
is excreted in the stool, In rare cas-
es, the virus can mutate enough to

Oral polio drops being administered. Fue
HOTO

cause the disease again and circu-
late in areas where either immuni-
sation is low, where immunocom-
promised people reside, or where
sanitation and hygiene are poor.
This is bow vaceine-derived polio-
virus (VDPV) spreads. According to
the World Health Organization
(WHO), the virus is classified as
“circulating” (VDPVZ) if it is de-
tected in at least two different
solrees, at least two months apart,
that are genetically linked, show-
ing evidence of transmission in the
community.

Types of poliovirus

Polioviruses are enteroviruses that
are transmitted primarily by the
faccal-oral rowte, Three types -
wild poliovirus type 1 WPV, wild
poliovirus type 2 (WPVZ), and wild
poliovirus type 3 (WPV3) -~ have
been known to exist. Symptomati-
cally, all these strains are identical,

More about vaccines

The first successful polio vaccine
for poliovirus was made by Jonas
Salk in the early 1950s. Salk inactiv-

ated the virus using formaldehyde
and injected it into the muscles of
test subjects. This inactivated polio
vacelne (IPV) induced systemie im-
munity (relating to the blood,
brain, and all other organ systems)
in the subjects.

After Salk, Albert Sabin deve
loped anmother vaccine that con-
tained live polio strains weakened
by growing them serially in ma-
caquee cells, making them unfit for
human infection. Since this vac
cine contained the live virus, it had
to be administered through its nat-
wral mode of infection ~ in this
case, oral, This is what we today
know as the OPY,

OPV s usually preferred over
1PV because of its ease of adminis-
ration = it does not require syring:
es or medical training and is inex-
pensive. However, the weakened
virus in OPV can occasionally rev-
ert, causing the disease it is meant
o prevent. 1PV, on the other hand,
iis a less potent vaccine, but con-
tains inactivated virus paribcles
amd hence has no risk of causing
vaccine-associated paralytic polio-
myelitis (VAPP) = a rare, adverse
reaction to OPY, 1PV is compara-
tively tougher to manufacture, oo,
as it contains a chemically inactiv-
ated virus,

On World Polio Day, October 24,
2019, the WHO declared that
WPV has been eradicated workd-
wiche, The Last case was detected in
Nigeria in 2012, the WHO said.
WIV2 was officially declared erad-
pcated in 2005, However, more
than 90% of vaccine-derived polio

virus outbreaks are due to the type
2 virus present in oral polio vac-
cines, VAP constitutes 40% of cas:
es caused by the type 2 oral polio
vaccine, Many cases of VAPP from
the type 3 virus also oceur in coun-
tries using 0PV,

The Indian government does
not count VAPP as polio since
these cases are sporadic and pose
little or no threat o others, even
though the number of VAPP-com-
patible cases showed a rising
trend.

After the global switch from triv-
alent (containing all three variants)
o bivalent (type 1 and type 3) oral
polio vaccine in 2006 o prevent
any more type 2 vaccine-derived
poliovirus, the number of vaccine-
derived type 2 poliovirus out-
breaks has only increased sharply.

The WHO authorised a geneti-
cally modified type 2 novel oral po-
lio vaccine under Emergency Use
ing in November 2020, it was
first used in the field in March
202, and received WHO prequali-
fication in December 2023, The
vaccine is less likely 1o revert to
neurovirulence unlike the Sabin
vaccine and therefore cause less
type 2 VDPY,

(privali prakash@thehin:
du.couin)
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Just outrageis useless to
ensure women's safety

The Justice Hema Committee report on the status of women in cinema in Kerala reflects

the systemic inequality and the institutionalized devaluing of women across the country

exunal assault i 1Ir||l'1l\||l_11n-l'1u1(l
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Can raising minimum wages ease the livelihood issue?
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The Treasury’s sneaky stimulus
is what's keeping US inflation up

Tts high short-term issuances have lowered rates af te long end and juiced-up America’ economy

NOURIEL ROUBINI

|6 profissor emriiug of soonomics at Miw
Work University's Sterm Schocd of Business
and author of ‘MegaThreats: Ten
Dangerous Trnds That Imgerl| Cur Future,
and How to Survive Them'
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The American Treasury's
excesshie short-term issuances
have eut eoupan supplies and
acted as stimulus similar toa 100
basis points reduction in the
Federal Reserve's policy rate

This strategy to lower long:
term rates has biocked the Fed's
efforts tocoal inflation and risks

opening the door to political
business cycles where stimubus is
synchronized with elections
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Conventional economic wisdom
wiollld achvise against any such
labaur market interference for

m  fearof johlosses as employers

try to cut costs but emmpincal
evidence doesnt back that view
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Safety and security
don't just happen; they are
the result of collective

consensus and

public investment.

NELSON MANDELA
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We need to reduce government
litigation to ease judicial delays

Litigation practices must improve to unclog the system of the many government suits that form a bulk of all cases in India

Mk

ADITYA SINHA

ts officer on special duty, research, at the
Ecenoméc Advisory Council tothe Prime.
Miniszer.

nefficient judicial processes. epitomized by

the* Tireekh pe Tareekh” movie dialogue, cre-

ate prolonged uncertainties, ln-.lortcwrupilun.

and escalate litigation cost

deterring investment and stifling busines

operations. Matthlen Chemin's research indi-
cates that judicial reforms enhance Arm productiv-
ity by 22%. However, while judicial reforms are
eritical, it is equally important for the government,
as the largest Htigator, o reduce unnecessary liti-
gation and unclog the system.

Justice V.. Krishna Iyer's remarks in Difagh
i darry s Union of fudia (0973 highlighted the
movernment's problematic litigation practi In
this country, the State is the largest litigant w-day
aml the huge expenditure involved makes a big
drafton the publicexchequer.” Things are same
even in 2024,

The Tenth Law Commission's I00th report
observed that "a pretty bulk of litigation in the
coirts. incheding, in particular, writ petitions in
th ‘i1|[lmm>(_‘m||1 :md lh.l! I1||;I11.'m||1.'. i

with 80,027 ¢

entities defined
hensive data, s

«
recently, tht»l)ﬂhl'h\uhuum omuhu
need tocurb s
Inu:hlnum\ rnment ds!ml1nwnt5.$upmmo
Court’s Justice B.R. Gavai also noted that “70% of
government litigation is frivelows.” Vidhi Centre
for Legal Policy in 2019 cited a ministry of Law -
ume'm thuanFalllnlgalmn In]ncll 1 involves

the

095,189, and the Iabuul and employment ministry
5. There ks anurgent need fora
national-level portal to track litigation across all
State”. Without such compre-
ny intervention to reduce govern-
maent litigation will remain inadequate.

The Central Board of Divect Taxes (CBDT) and
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) have
issued directives to withdraw
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Even Xi's panacea won't solve
China’s overcapacity problem

The issue is with private businesses to whom the state can’t dictate

SHULI REN
Is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
Asian markets.
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devising an effective intervention to
government ltigation in India is
rar understand ing of the

. The lack of comprehensive
undinnt.pall b ddata on government litigation
impedes efforts to identifv and address the root
cansesof the high volume of ca Article12of the
Constitution broadly defines the "State” encom-
passing the Government and Parliament of India,
state governments and legislatur ind all Iocal or
othe aulhnrhlmmlhlnlnr] n territory or con-
trol. Thi further interpreted
by the judiciary to include entities exercising gov-
ermmental or quasi-governmental functions, com-
plicates the assessment of the trise extent ul'pn
1>m|m>nt |lu(at|mL] ntities s
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bunals,

Supreme Coart.
Yet, the persist:
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tary limits for appeals. In Union
Buadges 2024-25, the thresholds
related to direct taxes, excise and
service tax have been increased
5, and 15
crores, respectively, for tax tri-
igh courts, and the

v high val-
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pointsto the entrenched
weratic hesitation to take
decisive action. While the Union government has
tigation, the same cannaot be said
ites. There are instances when govern-
ppealed in cases where the amount

involves government as
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Much of the litigationin India

bureaucratic hesitation to take
decizsive action leads to court
cases, many of them frivolous.
m.  crete thr

R[] vof Innova-
his leads o what M
acity,” where mem
astomed o fil-
ity to respond effec-

means, becomes transformed into

amend in itself.”

Toreduce this risk aversion, the Union and state
governments should introduce
tion policies, which promeote

forceahle litiga-
o over litiga-
tion. The llth Law Commission's
126th report (1988) cited the lack
of acoherent policy. Despite the
recommendation for a National
Litigation Poli took 22 years
tointroduce N 010, which
aimed to make the go: ment
an “efficlent” and *responsible”
litigant. However, ullhuul [E

country.

Incka needs a comprehersive
database for better estimation af
Bovermment cases across the

and anenforceable
litigation policy that promotes
dec=on-making over litigation.

o avail grants, |I'I1]]|E'l1'|£'|'|lalld]|'l\\
The Unbon government has also yet to come up
with NLP. The D |n|1mn'n1 of Legal Affairs

s
cooperative societis f:'l|]'|l|'|l|l'r1|'|l
making the scope Fwnwmlmnt]ltuﬂtmn vast
and challenging to manage.

The Union government established the Legal
Information Management and I!lmﬂng‘q'}-slt'm

There are several reasons why governments

enforcement, NL P 2010 was
never implemented. The I3th
Finance Commission pmucu\d

From a year earlier,

ing to Goldman Sachs Group Inc.

those producing consumer sta
LI

its longest price slump in k4
xacerhating adeflationary gloom
that's l-n\olummnh.vmnmmw

Xiisprep toreturn b
command economy.
Secondly, some industry leaders might
s overcapacity as an advantage, in that it
will foroe wealser nnes toexit more quickly,
leaving the survivors with a brighter future
and fatter profits. Take lithium hatteries,
for instance. Contemporary Amperex
Technology Co. is the higgest manufac-
turer. Contrary tots peers, CATL's profit
muq;lnh:».Im!m)m]mrlwdmplto Ealling

i,

InEY p?nchmlun BYD Co. is China's
largest manufacturer, One may angue that
price cuts jump-started itssales. Inthe see-
nnclquanu the company sold 43
, putting it within striking distance of
Tesla Inc., the world's higgest EV seller.

We've “Competition is the rule of nature” that
througgh produ g businesses must embrace, chainman Wang
hetween 3(JI2 aml 2016, caused by the | Chuan-Fu said ineardy June, when his peers
same sl yslowed, the | complai it

utilization ratein the
triescontracted from 7
o 0% and 65% in 'A(JI"

1
Thirdly. Xi's 2005 supply-side reform
was a bit misleading in name because a
major component ended up boosting
demand—the other -.Icli-uflho eqquation.

X
Issue. Ahout halfof the anti-dumpi nwancl
anti-subsidy investigations against China
in 2006 were related to steel.

President Xi Jinpingssolution then was
asupply-side reform that almed to reinin
arting in 2005, the govern-

osteel and coal workers. It was a success.
I}} 2017, deflation was gone, and some big

grants for states to imp s
tice de conditional on
acopting state litigation peli
hmtdnnnalid:nal policy. Wi

progre
recent announcement of

NLP 2024 in June 2024 LLanmond:lhIc' hut its

tend tolitigate, Bureaucratic risk aversion isone, | success hi
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Inhis book, Bureasicratic Structure and

Hning pis

and ensuring rigorous unplc'munlullnn NLP2024

ity, Rohert Merton elucidates the intrins £l st |
aversion within bureaucratic systems, attribut- mes
ing it to their fundamental emphasis on predicta-

in 2009 to tackle this issue, LIMBS ai mhl:: SETVE 5 it
unified platform for monitoring begal cases involv-

bility and strict adherence to esta
cols. He posits that bureaucracies inherently aim

ished proto-

st
rabile targets. penalties for non-compliance,
Iug:llumunrl[cwch'oll.lcm -makers, and strict limits
Ol government apgels,

Thhese are the auifior’s personal views.

stitie i enterprises, such as Alumi-
mlm(.m]mrallnnn{(.hlna] il
profit. Seitsonly natural that some indus-
urging the government to
supply again. But there
asons to believe why that won't
work this time.

tly, the government has less sway in

it; he

For the s pro-
Eram, |I|t'r.m\ ernment hought old homes
located fam| especially in
= andd revamped these areas
infrastructure spending. That
explained 58% of improvement insteel pri-
£S5, VETSLS lpaLH\'l'LI[ "5 2%, aceording to

This time umund stimulating d.
is a lod harder. Much of it is ov
year. exporisaceounted for 37%,
19% of China's battery, solar and EV pro-
duction, respectiv cording to Gold-
man. To help its manufacturers, the gov-
emment could ondy speed up EV adoption
ith more cash subsidies. Unfor-
that incremental gain in the
market can be easily eroded by
sening geopolitical tensions between
Chinaand the West.

These factors perhaps explain why top
policymakers have not come up with con-

ee], where roughly Im]FnF
the prodiucers are state-owned, these new
o

by

though they are clearly
upplyand
its impact on corporate profits as well as the

. As such, China's excess
I have to fester until

Largely

sinesses. The government can't
| entrepreneurs what to do_unle

ders call it quits. That
may he s(mlrj‘oauav\.a}

Make 2024 the year of freedom for Indian education

ALAKH PANDEY

delaying a parent’s surgery or taking loans

mon Schoeol System (C55)in India. CSS was

c‘amrlnﬂ:cmaws—as]muﬂcant cm:ls]ghl

world's largest ymth pnpu]atltm rm.ur
Lnlia's 14 billi Sand

that push Famll]asm the brink of ruin. designed to prnvlde equal educational What gives me hope isthe M;

1 1 wggle from my per- | oppor publicschools, | eation Policy 2020, which introduces
somal experience. Ar.aﬂﬂr.chllclfnnn[[tur BOVEr t-aided schools and i i cTe-
Pradesh, my family faced severe hardships, | privateschoolsundera commonstandard. | tivity, vocational training and multidisci-
even selling our home to survive. These | The goal wed forpar- | plinary education. It aims to provide free
sourathletes captured global atten- | struggles pushed me towards entrepre- g athon outside education from pre-school to grade 12,
tion at the Paris 2024 Olympics, neulshiu From elass 9, 1 tutored younger Whil i I- [ increase the gross enrolment ratio in higher
biack home, vearsof It pport my family. Whil inthe last three decades, the | education to 50/%, and emphasize teacher

India's independence from British rule. Jng Mechanical Engineering, ImaIJ.mdme high r lva - | training and professional developmsent.
This is a moment to reflect on how our | vast number of students whe requi cess, Only 1% of sch high ‘While promising, the policy's progress
mation has served the needs of its youth. | coaching forentranceexams. Thisledtothe | school.and just 7% make it to graduation. As | coubd be hampered by a severe shortage of
Have we, a5 a society, created an enabling | launch of Physics Wallah in 2006, mucl\ a8 20% of India's educators, In 2023, over
environment that fosters success? Has our v y oy tur cess, {tks | pop T ...,Im II]lt- EEE 0% of teaching posi-
[ ed thatever L fon. Th such erate, i QUICK READ tions were vacant in 45
|s an educator and r of financial location, | hig the unmet dt'mandfm'quallty te bridge the gap in central  universities
founder of Physics Wallah.  has i athon? Access The paper leaks and student across India. Many top
Recent pamr]ealt COTETo emes high- | T8th }uar(ﬂndumnﬁleﬂm.wﬂ st criti- Currently, India’s suicddesshowafailing education  educators areleaving for

light significant Aaws in oured
tem. These issues, alongside the slarmmg
riseinstudent suicides, reflect asystem that
s failing tomeet the needs of students, par-
ticularly those from lower-income families.

To address these flaws, we must first

gcs§|1dmmmm[nlm5.
Historically, India is the birthplace of
scholarly texts on suhjects ranging from

arithmetic to astronomy. In ancient times,
sl

ol

1 the reality of most Indian st

dents, who are not from big cities but from

ing kn
edge, India can and should regain its status

For | as Vishwagumn.
lhum the pursu]t of educat]un often 'T‘hc 1966 Kotfhard mefméan Report
esuchas | ai hieve thishby | (T

G yearsold— mll lnedlanage Is28. -§-le§.
younger than that of China orthe US.

Yet, industries across India report acute
shortage of shilled personnel insectors like
logistics, construction and manufacturing.
The gapstems from inadequate education
and training, despdte efforts like those put in
Ty thee Natiomal Skill Development Corpora-
thom INSDC), which aims to bridge this gap
through  public-private partnerships.
Unfortunately, bureaucratic hurdles have
stymied NSDC's effectiveness.

Tobring nmanlng'lulman\qu ummcdan

sluclcnls and academia, with r.nmclent
funding and autonomy to drive reform.

isthe  systernin Indiabut addressingt  more rewarding oppor- | Transforming India's education system
third-largest in the requiresfirstunderstandingthe  tunities inprivate orfor- | must b fomal priority. The chall
world, trailing only reality of mast students who elgn uni ities, To | are but 5o are the opportunities.
China and the UUS. The  comefromweak backgrounds.  address this, we must | Studentsand educators should contribute
growth of educational ‘hi i this By lmeraglngtmr
institutions has been We mustincentivize teaching  profession. shills
phenomenal. However, asa profession and setupan Reforming  India’s | weenvision, whuewownnethr!\m
withthe introductionof  empowered organizationhaving  education system will As we celebrate T8 years of Independ-
neo-liberal  policies, all stakeholders to help drive have far-reaching effects | ence, let's commit to building a brighter,
most new higher educa- reform. The challenges are big on the nation's develop- | more equitable future for all. Let's not just

tion institutions do not

but soare the oppartunities.

ment. Today, with the

e catabysis for change—let's be the change.



