Culture and society

Court verdict on citizenship Lw for
Assam helps ivoidd fresh problems

n upholding Section 6A of the Citizenship
Act, 3 provision introduced in 1985 o give of-
fisct 1o the cove feature of the Assam Accord,
the Supreme Court of India has hrlﬁ;rd preserve
the existing legal regime for determining citizen:
ship and identification of forelgners in Assam,
Striking i down would lave had the undesirable
consequence of ming the clock back on the
process laid down In statutory provisions and
rules for the purpose, In its 4:1 decision, the
Court has plghtly séen the provision in the light of
historical developments, While on one hand,
Seetion 6A conferred deemed citizenship on all
thewse whao entered Assan from areas in erstwhibe
East Pakistan before January 1, 1966, it created,
on the other, a system of registrathon for those
who immigrated from that day to March 25, 1971,
the day Pakistan began Operation Searchlight, 2
millitary drbve 1o suppress the Bengall nationallst
movement. The laer category of people had o
be ordinarily residing in Assam and declared 1o
bee a foreigner by a tribunal before they could ap-
ply for registeation as citizens, However, they
wonld be ineligible to be on the electoral rolls for
10 years from the date of detection, Section GA,
as the Chief Justice of India, DY, Chandrachud,
says in his concurring opinion, was almed at find
gz micdbe ground between a humanitarian ap-
proach wwards the immigrant population in As:
sam and ensuring that large-scale immigration
resilt in the loss of the eultural, seo.
: and political rights of the Assam people.
The majority has rejected the notion that the
provision is unconstitutional on the ground that
it treats Assam differentially from the rest of the
country. It has noted thar the ektbeenship provi-
slons in the Constitution referred 1o ‘citizenship
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An approaching milestone in constitutional governance

overnber 26 this year will mark the
commemoration of the 75th
anniversary of the adoption of the
Constitution of India. It is a milestone
that needs to be celebraved by every stakeholder
of Indian democracy, Constitutional governanee
in India is not merely a facet of the B, rules
sind regulations that govern the \-QL‘I]J'HIII'W!]I
and the of democratic i
also about permeating a deep sense of
constitutbonal cultune that has captured the
collective consciousness of Indians across
different eultres, faiths and bellefs.

Respect for § power
As we move towards celebrating this Constitution
Dy, it i5 an opportune tine to entily the core
constinatkonal values that hive shaped the
constinutbonal culture of India, These five values
hanve also withistood the test of time,

First, people's respect for democratic
Institutions. The Constitution of India was
adopred on November 26, 1949, a time when life
expectancy in India was around 32 yvears. Today,
It has progressed to around 70 years, This
extraordinary improvement in the standards of
living and the quality of life has contributed in a
slgmificant manner for the ordinary Indiin to
respect the role and the contribution of
democratic mstitwthons. The social and economic
development of India 15 an examphe of the
progressive implementition of publie polley over
thie last several decades. There is a need fora
nuanced understanding on why Indians continue
to participate in such large and significant
numbers in every election - local, State or
national — notwithstanding the fet tha they
expect a better performance from their
representatives, Since the first elections in
195152, we have consistently withessed nearly
GO of Indians partheipating in elections
Including in the 2024 general election where
there was a8 65.79% voter turmout. The respect
lur demoeracy and fGith in democratic

fons in India is o core constitutional valie

at the commencement of the ( " amd
Parliament was not deprived of the power o ine
troduce provistons on clilzenship for a different
category of people from a different date, In his
mnirln opinbom, speaking for himself and two other
Juelges, Justioe Surya Kant his acknowledged the
petitioners’ “demographic ansiety®, but did not
believe that the idea of fraternity in the Constite
tion waks threatened by a mere change in demog:
waphy It s mon o dsplaced feir whvien he siys ac-
cepting the argument that demographic change
couild head to an erosion of the culural rights of a
secthon :ll’sucbuy m.l,yopm rhu: floodgates for si-
milar migra-
thon n the guise rd’pm«-cllnn Indigenous eulure,
At arime when the exercise (o finalise o National
Reglster of Cltkeens for Assam ks in limbo - 19 lakh
people have been kdentified as non-citizens, but
there have been no further developments - any
decision invalidating Section 6A would have
created fresh complications.

Allow for deliberation

legislature, regional autonomy
have led © current protes

Ten decisions are taken for consti-
w uents in a provinee without their ex-

plicit consent or thelr deliberation,
there could be a blowback even If the consti-
wents initally welcomed the changes with hope,
Such is the case with the abrogation of Jammu
and Kashmir’s special status and its bifurcation
into two Unlon Territories (UT), which inclides
the erstwhile constituent of Ladikh, While the
discontent in the Kashmir Valley with both deci:
sions is well documented, a Lokndt survey points
1o fourdenths of Jammu residents opposing the
abrogation of special status and a larger majority
sevking restoration of statehood, When Ladakh
was hived off into a UT from the then unified
State, the government justified this as rellecting a
demand from residents of Ladakh ~ Leh in par-
tiewlar - who were concerned about the predo-
mlance of the Kastimir Valley and Jammu in its
erstwhilie legistature, Yer, five years on, the prot.
ests in Ladakh with the demand for statehood or
the provinee’s inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution = which has provisions regard:
gz achministration of tribal areas in some North.
Eastern States - confirm the unpopularity of the
decisions made by the Bharatiya Janata Party-led
government, While Ladakh is host to two Auto
miemons Hill Councils in Leh and Kargil, the ab-
sence of an empowered legislaure in the UT,
which has meant litle say for bocal governance in
comparison to a larger writ for New Defhi, has gi-
ven rise o these protests. The agitations, the one
Iecll!y sockal activist Sonam Wangchuk bn particn-
lar, with echoes in New Delhi, raise the question
whether the Undon governiment could hamrumdr.l-
wd the Machiavellin route of one-
seen i 2019, which led 10 the current situation,

A larger question relates to how Ladakh has
been viewed by New Delhi ever since 2019, Fol-
lowing Chinese incursions across the Line of Ac
fual Control and recurring tensions in the region,

that has withstood the test of time,

Second, the smooth transition of elected
governiments. The seven decades have seci
numerous elections across States and at the
nathosial level India has seen elected
representatives representing different political
parties, with varying degrees of strength and

rsence, within i State and/or at a pan-india
evel, We have also seen political keaders of
ditferent ideological perswasions winning
eleetions and holding positions of power and
responsibility in the States and at the Centre, But
ifthere is one thing that Is unlque and distinctive
about India’s democratic traditions, it is the deep
commitment every politkeal party attaches 1o the
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Incliia has every
reason (o
celebrate 75
vesirs of
constitutional
MOV

Idea of smooth transitions of power at the end of
elections, While elections are fought with
highvolage campalgns and at times, even
divisive narratives, the electoral results are ilimost
always a humbling experience — it is the people of
India who win each election without any
exception. The Indian electorate has, time and
again, demonstrated to the world that lis
understanding of problems and challenges will
shape our decisions relating to elections, The
preaple of Indis have imbibed this core
constitutional value of participating in elections
and enabling the smooth transition of power
from one government to the other

Uphaolding rights
Thiird, protection of rghts and freedoms through
courts, The Constitution is very forthright in
recognising the highest degree of Importance
Heeel to the findamental rights and the
ich are institutions created under the
Constitution o protect the rghts of people. Itis
even mone remarkable that the framers of the
Constitution were people associated with the
freedom movement and responsible for bullding
thee foundations of the Indian Repubdic, They
strugghed 1o fight against colonialism to help
Ju‘hlw: India's freedom, While drafting the
I relating to ;hu. thee
members of the Consti A were
mindful of the power of the mighty state and s
Imstrumentalithes. They eould luve thed towards
the idea of a benevolent state, especially when
almost the entire first Cabinet had people who
were part of the freedom movement. However,
thielr dieep scepticism of the state apparatus and
the fervent commitment towards protecting
individual rights and freedoms reflected a
Far-sighted vision on thelr part, This vision of
recognising the role of the state, while being
conscious of the fact that rights and freedoms are
pararnount, i a core constitutional value that has
only been strengthened over the years.

Fourth, federalism as a facet of I

dispensations, furthering the agenda of equity
and inclusivity,

Over the last seven decades, the idea of
federalism has further deepened at least at two
levels: first, the rise of State-Jevel political parties
acroas India and thelr own contribution to the
development of national political consciousness,
This has, on several oceasions, led to sirong Siaie
parties contributing to the development of
conlition governrments in the States and at the
Centre., Second, the idea of federalism has also
Dl tes the passing of the 73rd and Mth
Constitutional Amendments, which led to the
establishment of panchayatt raj instostions and
nagarpalikos,

The part played by media, civil soclety
Fifth, the robe of the medda and eivil soclety in
Instilling faith in democracy, Much has been sakd
and written absout the Indian media. The Indian
mielia is a diverse amd heterogeneous institution
with views and perspectives that are generated
across India in different languages, Further, the
transition of print media to broadeast and funher
Innovations in media and rechnology have
democratised access to information and indeed
the robe of media, While there are fandamental
challenges relating to the economic model of
povernance of media instiathons, it ks Gir w say
that media and civil society have contributed 1o
thwe instilling of faith in Indian democracy. While
wie feed to be erftical of the challenges of the
autonemy and the independence of media, it is
equally important o recognise the values of
transparency that have been part of the media
culture. In the eacophony of an information
explosion through varbous forms of medta and
thwe medium of communication, the Indian
t'1rclm:|!v has been vnli.lﬁm‘nmltmlmlnp an
il Jegree of of the role of
the media and civil society,

We have every reason to celebrate 75 years of
mnsﬂlulluln:l BOVETTIANCE,

Alter 1 fence, the last British

overnance, The framers of the Constitution were
mindful of the extrsordinary diversity of the
country, incheding its lingulstic diversity and
other forms of pluralism deeply embedded in our
civie and political culture, The history and the
tradithon of every State of India also meant that
they were conscious of protecting the unlgue
identity, eradition and euliure of the and
the peaple while forging a collective national
Identity, They created different forms of
autonomy and special privileges for different
States keeping in mind thelr undque histories and
cultures, To efficaciously ameliorate the
disparities that are prevalent ameng the peogle in
certain regions of the nation, the Indian
Constitution delineates a paradigm of special

commander in chief of the Indian Army, General
Clande Auchinleck had observedd, “The Sikhis may
try to set up a separate regime, 1 think they
probably will and thit will be only a start of a
general decentralization and breakup of the idea
that India is a country, whereas it s a
subcontinent as varied as Europe. The Punjabil is
as clifferent from a Madrassi as a Scot §s from an
Italian, The British trivd 1o consolidae it bt
archileved nothing penmanent, No ome can mike a
nation out of a continent of many nations.”

W prrived many peaple wromg in not only
forging a national ientity of a nation that is budl
on constitutional ideals but we have also made
thee Constitution an instrument of galvanising
sochal consclence and politieal conselonsness,

The case for a nature restoration law in India

Thee cheeg of maural e

urgent global tssue, and India, with its

vast geographical and eeologhcal diversity,
Is o exception, With almest 300 of its total
wographical area having land degradation, the
meed for Indin to adopt & comprehensive nature
restoration law s more acute. The Nature
Restorathon Law (NRL), which was enacted by the
European Union (LU, Is an inspiring model from
kel Inclis ean drw points 1o tckle its growing
environmental crises,

The NRL, adopted by the EU'S Environmental
Counddl on June 17, 2024, |8 a groundbreaking
plece of legislation that aims to restore the health
of Europe's ecosystems.

“Thve regulation was endorsed by a majority of
EU memberstates, representing 66.07% of the
EU uuu:ul.uim. muairking a milestone in global

. The Law L
that at beast 20% of the EU's Land and sea areas
st b restored Ly 2030, with the goal of luving
all ecosystems in need of restoration fully
restored iy 2050

Thye NRL is part of the EU'S Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030 and the European Green Deal,
and it seeks to reverse the alanming trend of
Blodliversity boss as over 800 of Europe’s habltats
are im poor condition. 1t focuses on a broad range
of ceosystems, from forests and agriculiural lands
tis riveers and urban spaces, implomenting specific
measures such as the restoration of 25,000
kilometres of rivers nto free- flowing rivers and
the planting of three billlon additional trees by
2030,

The i 1} e case for India
India is grappling with similar, if not more severe,
enviconmental challenges, According to the
Indian Space Research Organisation (15R0)'s
Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas,
mearly 97.85 million hectanes (29.7%) of India's
totall gographiieal area underwent land
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| dhegmadatkon in 2008-19, a sharp increase from

4,53 million hectares in 2003-05,
Desentlfication, In parthoular, i3 a growlng
congern, with 83,69 million hectares affected in
201849 The report highlights that land
degradation ks prevalent in key States such as
Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Rajasthan,
whslch together form 23,79% of Indla’s desertified
land area.

T b alreacly made considerable strides in
addressing these lssues through the suceessful
Implementation of the Green India Mission, the
I"r:lcth:ln Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, the

| Watershed M, et [
{which s the second largest watershed
programme in the world) and the National
Afforestation Programme. However, the scale of
the problem demands a more comprehensive
approach. Just as the EU's NRL sets legally
inding targets for ecosystem restoration, India
needs such a nature restoration Liw that
mancates the restoration of its degraded
Landseapes, ensuring the long-term sustainability
of its ecosystems.

What a Law in India could look like
A Mature Restoration Law in India, inspired by
the EU's model, could include the following.

IFirst i the list ks restoration targets. Incia
should aim to restore 20 of its degraded Land by
20040, with 2 goal of restoring all ecosystems by
2050, This Includes forests, wetlnds, rivers,
agriculowral Ends, and urban green spaces.

Second i wetland restorition. While peatlands
are less common in India, critical wetlands such
as the Sundarbans and Chilika Lake support
biodiversity and carbon sequestration. A ki
could target restoring 30% of degraded wetlands

2030,

“Third is biodiversity in agriculture. Agriculture
dominates India’s lindscape. |

| restore farmbands, Indicators such as the buttestly
o bird index used in the EU, could track
rogress,

Fourth is river restoration. India could focus
on restoring free-flowing rivers, beginning with
miafor rivers such as the Ganga and Yanmina,
addressing polluthon and obstructions,

Filth is urban green spaces, To combat urban
degracation, India should ensure no net loss of
i spaces, promating urban forests in citles
such s Bengaluru and Delhi, which face heat
Eslands and declining air quality.

Economic and social benefits of restoration
The benefits of such a liw would extend beyond
environmental restoration, According 1o the
World Economic Forum, nature restoration could
plobally generate economic retims of up to $10
trillion anmeally by 2030, In lndia, restoring
degraded lands would enhance agriculiural
productivity, improve water security, and create
millions of jubs, partioularly in raral arcas, The
Law could also help lndia meet jis Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGS) Goal 15, which ealls
for the sustainable management of forests and
comlating desertification.

Restoring ecosystems can also mitigate the
effects of climate change, which exacerbates land
degradation. Degraded land loses its capacity (o
absarh earbon dioxide, further contributing to
global warming. By restoring its ecosystems,
Imelia can enhance its carbon sinks and meet its
commitments under the Pars Agreement.

The EU's Nature Restoratlon Law sets an
important precedent for countries worldwide,
Given the alarming levels of Laind degradation and
Doadiversity loss im Indda, such a law in India
would not only belp ndia restore s degraded
coosystems but also contribute 1o its
socio-economic development and climate

| ngroforestry and sustainable practices could

llienee. The clock Is teking, and the tme t act
I e,

Ladakh has largely been seen through a security India and bipolar world manufacturing hub' and by steering away from trade | October 21), Governors Canada and the United weapons of mass
lens, Local concerns related to livelihoods, envi: The contrast pointed cutin | *Make in India’, nothing, and economic dependence | wading into political waters | States has exposed the destruction, Is a stark
ronmental issues such as water scarcity, waste the Editorial page article materiol has happened to &N any country of il behoves the high office glaring hypocrisy of the reminder, The chaos and
management and polluthon and elvic lssues such [Detober 21) ks factual but India’s economy. Pressure-group. that they hold, At the same | western natlons. The West's | devastation wrought In
as access 1o land for pastoral communities re- the writer has played down The international Unnikrishnan 5, Menan, time, palitical leaders need moral posturing rings West Asia are a direct result
bl relatively unadidressed in the administragive the role of ather players multilateral environment is Thrtssur, Kerala 10 ebserve decency and hollow when viewed of this intervention, Yet,
schenie, The absence of a legislature in the newly and their international too confused with many decorum as the Governor's | through the lens of its awn whin other nations assert
I:.nnulm‘ 1 a kery reason why resi ST g i i minor groupings that Constant differences cooperation is necessary for | actions. How can India be thelr sovereignty, the West

Labsout the Lick of deliberath dvenes to India's antig d foreign s ir to further It is unfortunate that the the smaoth running of the accused of breaching U.S. suddenly becomes the
register their concerns. It goes without saying pelicy gives ample roem for | relationships in smaller Governor's office in some povemment. and Canadian sovereignty champion of human rights
that the Unlon Government must find a way to China te mangseuvre not peographic areas. Every States is becoming a Kosaraju Chandramaoull, when these countries and demecracy. Sovereignty
meet the legitimate demands of Ladakh amd only in the greater small pressure group has its | controversial one, with Hyderabad wiclated international and human rij are not
grant it statehood. More importantly, the discon: Indo-Pacific but also in role in both economic and frequent differences of norms? The U.S, -bed selective ideals, applicable
tenit also highlights the importance of preserving internaticnal trade. In spite political aspects. opinion being aired publicly | HMypocrisy of the West imvasion of Iraq in 2003, anly when convendent,
Indisv's polished system of “asymmetric federal- of all the hype about Neediess to say, India needs | between the Governor and The ongoing diplomatic Justified by fabricated Harsh Raj,
fsm® that has purposelully addressed grievances, | ‘making India & global o realign its forelgn policy thie Governmient [Editanial, tussle betwoen Indla, claims of Saddam Husseln's | Ranchi, Jharkhand
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Al's Cassandra moment

obel launeates are

exceptional schentisis

but Geotfrey Hinton, the

co-winner of this year's
Nobel Prize for Physkcs, s
particularly so. Few laureates have
expressed regret over the
consequences of their own
prize-winning wo e baefore
they won the coveted prize.

Hinton's regrets
Tn May 2023, Hinton, a ploneer of
deep leaming, who has nuriured
talented researchers in the
computer sehence and Artlficial
Intelligence (A1 domadn, quit his
advisory roke at Google, His
reasons, according o The New
York Times, were o be able to
speak more froely about the
“dangers” posed by AL He said
that a part of him “regrets his life's
work”, Developanents n the ideas
that he ploneered enable oday’s
learning machines to drive cars,
write news feports, produce
dleeplakes, and take aim w
prodessions that seem
imaulnerable to autcmitisation.

From being dormant for
decades, neural networks, in his
wiew, had suddenly become "a
new and better form of
Intelligence™, He reckons that it
wottld mo be too mueh of 3 leap to
exXpect Al Systems (o soon create
thedr own "sub-goaks” that
prioritised thelr own expansion,
Moreover, Al machines are able to
almost instantly “reach” and
ransmdt thelr entlre knowledge 1w
other connected machines — a feat
that is shower and errorridden in
the animal brain, He expressed
comoern that Al could Gl into the
“wrong hands” and belleves that
Russian President Viadimir Putin
would have e compunction In
weaponising Al against Ukraine.

Wheether or mot experts saw Al
as apocalyptic wis o mater of
Delng “optimistic or pessimistic,”
e gold MIT Technobigy Review,
it theere Wi near-consensus
among thise who understood
these developments that Al
presemed a form of learming
superior to that In people.

Thva Sutskeves, who completed

Maharashtra economically better off, but lags behind in social measures

his doctoral studies under Hinon,
mirrared his mentor's concerns,
Sutskever as the Chief Scientist of
Opendl, the developer of
ChatGRT, vioted 10 fire Sam Altmian
as the CEO of the company last
November, The coup failed, and
ChatGPT lives in Microsolts
stable, OpenAl's foundational goal
wars 1o bulld “safe and responsible
AI” and Sutsk ling 10

wquivalent, This letter, however,
Becamse the Impetus for the
Mamhattan Project, a seiemtific and
military effort by the U.S, o
develop atomic bombs. While the
seientists had hope that the U8
effons would prevent Germany
Trom developing and deploying
the most lethal weapon, It was
finally the that ended up

media reports, itllt that the
company wis prioriising
proﬁl.lmllly over this original
i “oincidentally, on the
e Physbes Nobel was
nced, Hinton sald that he
was =particularly proud of the fact
that o of my students
(Sutskever) fired Sam Altman™,
Should Hinton's assessment of
the da of Al carry greater
‘weeight than, say, those of
Tusinessman Elon Musk, who has
also spoken of Al as being a “risk
1o hsmandey*? Can a sclentlfic
anthority alwiys be trusted upon
ton s thie it thing?

A lesson from history

T August 1935, Albert Einstein
and Leo Seilard, his former
colleague and friend and a fellow
Jewlsh émigré, wrote one of
history's most consequential
letters, to LS, President Franklin
. Roasevelt. A year prior, Otto
Harhin and Frice Strassman,
working in Naad Germany, had
demonstrated nuchear fission, or
the breaking wp of uranium nuche,
With the spectre of World War 1l

Al systems may
e be plonting
1o felnerate
Trmaniey, b
they are
mushrooming at
a tme when
globalisation s
withered, and
corporations,
T coumnirics,
are pelsed to
control
teehmological
addvanees anid
nenril netwiorks

looming in Burope, Seilard and
Einstiln wisre concerned that 4
“large imass of uranium” could
“liberate considerable quantities
of energy” and create the most
powerful bombs ever known,
which coulel prove catastrophic,

The letter was essentlally a plea
o Resosevedt to fund and
thaorenghly Investigate uranium
and atoamle bomb research,
Einstein, o Nobwel lireate already
acknowledged as the world's
greatest schentlst, brought
considerable cachet with his
worids though his only connection
toatcmibe research was In showlng
that miass and energy were

e baombs on Japan,
tllllna At least 2,00,000 people
and inflicting imer-generational
harm, lmnuny;ﬁwmmn s
bomb efforts almost mid-wiry
throgh the war, while the LLS.
went on to build and test more
destructive hydrogen bombs that
proanped Russha to up the stakes
with even maore powerful ones,

Before the bombs wene
dropped on Hiroshima, Seilard
hasd appeaded to the ULS, w0 control
nichear technology and prevent a
muchear armes rwvce. The world
knows how that has panned out.
Today, nine cotntries together
pomsess i least 12,000 nuclear
warheads, with 90% of these
distributed between Russla and
the US, For all its purported
potential for good, nuclear power
Barely accounts for 100 of the
world’s electrichty. Einstein deeply
regretied his better to Roosevelt
aancl laner said that it was the "sne
great mistake” of his life - his
Tears of German atom e anmament
proved unfounded and the
country he had trusted o do
betrer had instead charioteered
Tmanity ineo the Atomle Age.,

systens may not be plotiing
1o incinerate humanity, b they
are mushrooming at a time when
whobalisation has withersd; and
corporathons, not countries, ane
polsed to control techinological
achvances and neural networks,
and are also killing more jobs than
Creating ew ones.

Hinton has called for the
regulation of AL If this leads to
corporations monopatising Al
instead of facilitating an honest
reckoning of its adverse
wonsecuences, it would be a redux
of the Einsteinian mistake,

Jacob kanbyiihehindiccnin

A bitter battle for the bypolls

The vesules will Fave Enger implicitons for mot just parties, butalso individual keaders

ATE OF PLAY

Sharath 5, Srivatsa
sharagh. sy st sagrehelindu.codn

arnataka ks set 0 wit-
K ness another bitter
ebict battle  on

November 13 between the rul-
ing Congress and the Opposi:
thon Natlopal Democratic Al
liance (NDAY, comprising the
Bharatlya Janata Party (BJP)
and Janata Dal (Secular), as by
elections are belng held in
three constituencles - Chan-
napatna, Sandur, and Shig
gaon, These three seats fell va:
cant followdng the victories of
JINS) president H.D. Kumaras:
wanmy, E. Tukaram of the Con:
gress, and former Chief Minis:
ter Basavaral Bommal of the
BIF, respectively, in the Lok
Sabh electhons in June,

The spotlight is particularly
o1 Channapatna, a key part of
the Vokkaliga heartland, Gi-
ween the drubibsing that the Con:
gress recedved Inthe Ofd My-
sore reglon durlng the Lok
Sabha ehections, Deputy Chiel
Minister and KPCC president
DK, Shivakumar is paying par-
thewlar ittention to the by-elec-
thon in this constimency. The
thefear of his brother, DLE, Su
resh, in the Bengaluru Rural
Lok Sabha constituency, of
which the Channapatna As-
sembly constituency is a par,
was a personal setback for
The winner, C.N, Manju:
noted cardiologist and
law of former Prime Mi-
nister and JDCS) supremo H.D,
Deve Gowda and brotherin:
law of Mr. Kumaraswamy,
Forgeht o a BIP tieket.

The Eamiilies of Mr. Shivaku:
wmar and Mr, Gowda have been

ting for the leadership role

the community for years,
While Mr. Shivakumar gained
an upper hand afier the Con:
gress performed well in Vok-
kaliga-clominated constituen:

The State is among the top 10 i per capita income; it ranks Lst among all the Staes in the share of wasted children

the share

ton = 16.4% in 2024-25
has deckined from 18,
20. Consequently, thy

ires among thie
bottom ranks 4CToss measures re-

lated to child health and women

Samreen Wani also declined from the
posithon in this measure,
aharaghtra §s economi- The Stare
M cally better off than ma-
ny other States .uul it
the femie well, Hoe | emipo
WD, performance on various
mocial dicators,  particulardy | States) on
those related o health and educa-
tiom, show a sobering trend.

With a per ciplta Income of 2.8
Takh in 200324, over 50% more
n the natbomal average, Maha-
rashira is among the top 10 States
on this measure, Flve years ago, it
wiks 1o {on thae pop 10 Wt Thee lbest
nimbers therefore show an im-
provemnent in the State's economic
performance. However, the lm-
provenient post-pandemic was not
spurred by moanufacturing, The
contribution of manufacturing w
s Gross State Value Added
Is ona declining trend, from
15% in 200920 10 14.5% in 2023-24,
dlespite the sector emploving more
workers thin before (over 2 per-
centage polnis),

The State, which is set to vote in
Assembly polls on November 20,
spends o relatively small share of
its budget on health, Iis allocation
for education has been reducing
over recent years too, The soclal
sector has been recelving lower al-
locations despite the State’s own
tax revenues improving and com-
mitted expenditures decreasing.

Compared with 200920, Maha-
rashtra’s per capita income rose by
over 46% in 202324, The Sune's
wank improved from 1 to 8 out of
25 States with dara, n that period
(Table 1),

I general, the State's spending
on health as a share of toal ex-
penses has always been lower than
other Stes. In 202425, Maha-
washitra bs estimated to spend 4.6%
an health, In estimated spending,
it bs ranked 16 out of 19 States,
which Is an improvement of just
twar ranks compared Lo five years
prior (Table 2) While the State
earmarks a lrger share for educa-

Y Gl
K

I 200921, Maha-
rashira was ranked kst GO of 20
hee share of wasted chil
dren (lower  welght-for-height).
More than 256% children fell un:
der this eategory In th e (Ta-
ble 3), In 200506, the 5 had
ranked o this indicator, with
Jusst 16.5% childven being identified
as “wasted”. In the share of stunt-
ed children, it ranked Znd out of
30 States in 201921, again two po-
sithons bower than ln 200506,

In the share of girls whe ever at-
tencded school, the State ranks 19eh
of 30 States in 200921, with close
1o BO% of them having attended
wool, However, the State was
ugg the top 10 States in terms of
Infant Mortality Rate and health
insurance coverage in 201921,

I 200920, over 66.7% of Mahis-
rashira's revenue receipls were

cles In the 2003 Assembly
elections, the electoral out:
commes were reversed to fivour
Mr. Krmuraswamy i thie 2004
parliamentary elections. The
clash of egos s wming
napatna into a high-st
high-decibel battle between
the two famites.

A poor performance at
i'-hamuﬁllm could be seen as
yetanother ow for Mr, 5
kumar, who has initlated o
shew of development projects
I the region ahead of the by
prolls. There is speculation that
Mr, Suresh could be the Con:
gress cancdate,

The JINS) 5 expected 1o put
wp a strong fght to retain the
seeit, but is Gcing troulle after
i Yogeshwar
quit as BIP MLE, There is fear
therefore that e might con-
test as an independent or en-

had maintained thar his son,
Bharath Bommad, will not con:
teest the seat; vet, just hours af-
ter he mode this statement,
the WP announced Mr. Bha
rath as s candidate, This has
mblings on dynastic
e saffron pariy, an
Essue that hais dogged the local
unit ever since B.Y. Vijayendra,
son of former Ghief Mindster,
B.S, Yediyurappa, was clevat:
ed as BJI* Stane president,

The Congress seems confi-
dent about winning the San:
dur constiency though it has
ot announced a eandicite,
Just like In the other two cone
stitwencies. 1t Is expected to
announce candidates in 1
mext couple of days, The BIP
has nominated its Scheduled
Tribe (5T) Morcha president
Bangaru Hanumanthu for the
Sandur (ST reserved) seat.

While ruling parties have
tended to perform beter in
by-elections, these polls are
being held at what Is perhaps
the most difficult phase of
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s
political career, He faces alle:
gations of corruption as 1
sites were distributed by the
Mysuru Urban Developrent
Authority (MUDA) to his wife
In Mysuru; and inquiries by
the Enforcement Directorate

ter the fray from another par- | and Lokayukta, {The sites
ty; this could put a spoke In | have been returned 1o MUDA
the J0iS)'s wheels and make | now.) The political slugfest ov-

thie contest trlamgular. Mr. Yo
peshwar has surmed down the
JOs)s offer to enter the fray
on the regional partys teket,
The JIXS) s considering Nikhil
Kumaraswamy, son of the Un-

er corruption issues seems o
Tave put the Chiel Mindster on
the backfoot, triggering a
churn within the Congress,
The BJP Is also under pres-
sure as the ruling dispensation

lon Minkster, as a possible can- | has instituted inguirkes into al:
didaie besides two other local | leged cormuption in various
leadeers, tramsactions during the pre-

‘While the developments in | vious regime, including crores
Channapatnn masked  the | worth of purchases during the
clectoral int inthe other | COVIDAY pandemic, It also
two constituencies ~ Shig | faces criticism for dynasty pol:
gaon, and Sandur = recent de | thes. This dme, it is not just a

velopments have made Shig:
gaon more Interesting. To
seoteh rumours, Mr, Bommal

battle of parties; the fortunes
of these leaders wil be tled 1o
thie outconme.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
7 Rindu,

FIFTY YEARS AGD OCTOBER 22, 4974

Maharashtra report card

The data was collected from the NFHS, the PLFS' Annual Reports, the PRS & MOSPL Includes The Hindu's caleulations.

Table 1: Per capita income (int)

L
201324 371600 (1)
2019-20 149,841 1028
* o Capita NSOP ot curment prioes

Tabsle 2: Maharashira’s spending on oducation and health

A3 & share ol total Expensed

Table §: Ratio of commitied sxpenditure to ievinue recelpts

{estimates)

201528
(Actuaty)

A workior OpETALES &
machine inside a small
scale manubsctuning
unitin Mumbai

HUTERG

Gold ornaments and silver
bars seized

Jodhpuir, Oct, 20: Twenity and a half kgs of gold
ornaments and 115 kgs of silver bars were selzed
yesterday by the Central Excise and Income-tax
officials in raics a Jalore, Pali and Deshnok,

Six kgs of gold ornaments were selaed from
the Jalore residence of the alleged smuggler
Mainmal Punfafl, detained under the MISA, Five
ks of gold ormaments and 115 kgs of silver bars
were selzed from the reshdence of Nainmal
Rikhabslas at Pali,

Nine-and-a-halfl kgs of gold ormaments were
serleedd from the residence of Prakash Chand and
Deepchand ar Deshnok in Bikaner district, The
officials have also seteed some incriminating
documents,

Boabay: Cdficers of the Ant-Corruption

Tabile 4: Stabo’s own Lax revenue n revonue receipts
Makiaiahitra's rank

Uaharaihira's walie

Bureau sebzed 144 packages of contraband
tesctiles vilued at RS, 15 lakhs In two instalments
Iy the Juhus area of North Bombay on Sunday,

ACIE sonrees reported,
L] Wi A packet of emeralds, selzed from a jeweller
| an the Bombay alrport on August 29 last, has
T (L) been officially valued at Rs, 13 lakhs, against a

dealer's receipt for s, 2.50 lakhs shown by the
Jeweller at that time, according 1o income-tax
authorithes here,

The emeralds and Rs, 3,36 lakhs in cash were

raisealfrom the State’s own ax e SO en excaion B | s ions selzed from the feweller who, according o the
venues (SOTR, the highest among Runk an education ipending - M ] 1 taax autharities, told them that the cmeralds
the 19 major States compared (Ta- Spending an heaith | | AW ,’:;_‘:ﬂ‘:‘ 57.20% (11T were meant for i custeamier &t Jaipur,
ble 4), By 2024-25, the State’s OTR Hank on health spending 18/19 1w : Feed | The authorities sald to-day they had not been
share increased to over GRTN, * Burdkpet eatimates Table 6 Capital outlay as a share of total expenditure abbe to trace the jeweller o the address of a shop
lhulud‘;cill::'rrulm and Karnataka nking across social Indicators bvien by him,
""imh.uranh::.: TJEM;E.G larger  1tant moriabty e W28 1% 10/19
for . der wntal frstimate] | A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 22, 1924
spends compared 1o nine other 00506 | a [ k. D% Wi \ :
major States, It ratio of commit: 201021 12 430 Loiare. (ﬂL‘hln.
ted expenditures o revenue re Chik § ywars wh {helght-os-aged (1 Table 1:
celpis s expeeted o decline sight: 106, 55 5 - Cochin, Oct, 19; The British Cochin Municipality
Ty from 57.2% before the pandemic :om—n 1 53 /% has arranged a serfes of Health lectures for the
to S5.2% In 202425 (Table 5). = m : = = e Mawfsctuing obs asasharesfiotsl | 100% | 127% benelit of the wwnsfolk and the first of these
Committed expenditures, which e undor 3 years who.are wasted [weight for DOt | Manutseturing's share in total GSVA 190% | 145% was delivered the atlier day by Dr, P, Krishia
are imerest payments, salarjes, 0006 | L] 10 Warrber, the subject being "Hookworm™, The
and pensions, are seen relative o o | 56 W i Talile 1, Telangana, Kamataka, Maryana, Tamil Nadu and lecture wis illustrated by the magle kntern
revenue receipts 1o assess the th iy usal mamb il unsdar a haalth Hewala had better per capita incomse than Mahatashira in pictures, Another lecture on ‘Cholera’ was
availability of resources for deve: _Inwranco (W} sl ook Setni sk ntind delivered yesterday at the Calvetly Moplah
Topmant purposes, 00506 | Tl 1330 I Tabilis 4, 5 and B, the comparion was onky canbed out School and this was also ilustrated by magle
The State is also expected 1o al- 201921 0 430 Among major Slatirs. Stabey in the norheast and smaller lantern slides.
locate 12.7% of fes total expendi- ’ ety ol SEare o orer RArau, | |- ked VAt Goa Veere ot comeled for Ay Cholera has broken out In certain parts of the
ture for creating new [nfrastro wchoal (%) i Tabile 3, Union Terriories wore not considored foc towwn and somwe ten deaths are reported so far in
fure I 202425, cunsldl‘:.‘th 100506 0.3 73130 tomparion Mattancherry, Both the Mattancherry and
Tigher than the 2.6% it had allocat- 01031 | " 1930 Eritish Cochin Municipalities are tking
ed in 201920 (Table 6), bl bt preventive measures.
S ] O 2.0 - » & ‘v
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How policies shape high-performance
building standards and climate goals

Governments ane trying to adapt high-performance buildings through policies and financing mechanisms that promote energy efficiency, resource
management, and carbon neutrality, India has made significant progress through initiatives under its National Action Plan on Climate Change

sandhya Patil

n response to the pressures of

climate mitigation as well as

adaptation, High-Performance

Bulldings (HPBs) are emernging as
exsential solutions in the construction
sector, They adkdress both urban and
climate challenges since the built
environment contributes o these issues
and presents opportunities for change.
HPBs are designed to reduce

[ s
energy and water we, and cut operational
conts using climate-adaptive designs. They
also improve their oocupants” well-being,
making them attractive to both businesses.
and occupants.

Beyond environmental benefits, HPBs
affer financlal advantages Hke enhanced
property value, lower lllllllyhllh. and
acoess 1o carbon

Incentives for sustainable constriction
practices. In the US., programmes like
Energy Star and the LEED certification
ENCOLTage energy :!I’u:u-nq .-md woffer tax

highp bl

o offset thelr carbon

HPEs deliver substantial mﬂg\' m\lnpe' i
andl reduce emisstons at litde or no
Ineremental costs compared to

credits for green-building

The constriection industry contributes
about 39% of energy-related carbon
dioxide emissions worldwide, and these
policies suggest reducing energy
consumption isn't just sechnically
feasible: it could be financially viable, 1oo,
with the right incentives.

How is India supporting HPBs?

Inclia has made significant progress in
promoting energy-eficient buikdings
through initiatives under its National
Action Man on Climate Change, The
Energy Conservation Building Code
(BCBE), developed by the Burean of
lllng) l—.l[u‘h-m.\' (BEE), abms 10 rechice

" energy demands by up to 307%.

worldwide are trying to .tdnpl HPBs
theowgh progressive policies and
financing mechanisms that promote
energy elficlency, resource management,
and carbon neutraliny, India ks also
beginning to align its policy frameworks
and business strategies to support these
STUCTUNES.

Policies supporting energy cfficiency
Energy efficlency is central to HPB design
and drives sustainable construction
practices, Many governments ire actively
promaoting enengy-effickent buildings as
jpart of their climate strategies.

The European Union's ‘Green Deal’,
which targets climate neutrality by 2050,
mandates energy-efficient building
designs and retrofits. Germany's KIW
Bank offers low-interest loans for
energy-effickent profects while Denmark's
strict BRIS building codes provide

THE DAILY QUIZ

Thie Green Rating for Integrated Habitat
Assessement (GRIHA) lists more than
3,000 registered projects focusing on
sustainable practices and lowering carbon
pissdons, The Indian Green Bullding
Coundl (IGBC) promotes energy-efficient
desigmns, with more than 14,000 certified
projects covering 125 billion sq. fi.

Hyderabad, Noida, and Pune also offer
higher floor area ratios and other
Incentives for buildings that meet ECBC
standards, leading o a noticeable
Increase in green reglstrations and thus
stgnificant energy savings. The BEE is
rargeting 30% of new buildings to achieve
netaero status by 2030, in line with the
national commitment.

How do HI'Bs make financial sense?

As green technologies become mare
ordable, the initial cost diffy

between conventional buildings and

© s
For example, Infosys successfully
Integrated encrigy-effickent designs into s
campuses, wsing natural lighting,
energy-effichent alr conditioning, and
smiant performance verification. This
reduced its energy consumption by up o
45%, resulting in significant cost savings.
HIPRs alse inprove indoor air guality and
theermal eomibort, contributing to
employee well-belng.

HiPls also command higher property
vatlues due to lower operating costs,
smaller emvironmental footprint, and
growing demand from emvironmentally
conscious buyers and tenants. These
prroperthes benefit from enbanced asset
valuation, driven by higher net operating
incomes, lower vacancy rates, and longer
lease durathons. The fnancial benefits of
energy effickency iranskate to better
capitalisation rates, which ksvestors use to
assess the value of a property relitive to
Its income potential,

In India, commerclal properties with
green certifications like IGBC, GRIHA or
LEED attract prem rents and have
higher ocompancy, Examples include
ITC's Green Centre in Gurugram, the TCS
Siruseri IT Park in Chennai, the Nirlon
knowledge Park in Mumbal, and
Embussy’s commercial developments in
Bengalure

How are HPEs financed?

Carbon financing supports HIBs by
converting their carbon savings into
financial value, easing the way for
developers to secure funding. Carbon
credits - tradable permits allowing

©
emissions - play a key role in this
process. Projects earn these credits by
reducing emissions and/or remmoving
carbon from the astmosphere.

In regions with carbon pricing. ke the
European Union and China, HiPBs that
Improve energy efficlency and kower
emisslons can generate carbon credits.
These carbon credits provide a significant
financial incentive for developers to invest
in sustainable building practices.
Howvever, to maimise the potential of
these systems, 108 Important 1o
strengthen the accounting practioes and
ensure better transparency in the
monitoring, reporting, and verification of
the credits.

Green bonds and climate-focused
funds also offer ways 1o finance HPBs, In
2020 alone, green bonds worth $269.5
hillion were ssued worldwide, lmvestors
are increasingly interested in projects that
align with sustainability goaks. Global
organisathons like the World Bank and the
Green Climate Fund also provide fimancial
support for HiPBs.

These knancing mechanisms help
offset the higher uplroni costs of bullding
HPBs, making them more affordable and
promoting their wider use. By
participating in carbon markets, trading
energy and carbon savings, and securing
green or climase funding, developers can
make HPBs more financlally viable while
also contributing to global efforts o
reduce carbon emissions.

Sandina Patil is a sustainability expert
with the Indian Institute for Hurnan
Settlerments (HHS) and anchors technical
assistance for ASSURE. The author dovs not
have cny financial interests vested with any
Cormpany or onganisarion that would
bemefii from this article,
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India-Canada relations are going through a difficult period at the moment. A quiz
on the Indian diaspora in Canada and their contributions

Venkatar: vamn. §

LS

QUISTION 1

Which provinge in Cansda has 2
deep historical conmection with
incka dun to Sikh immagration in
thee ety 20Uh cenury? What is the
name of the oldet Gurdwara
established there by the Sikh

Commamity? msstticultural
sk, and raditional dances are
F promanently featured, reflecting the blend
of cultures in Canada What is the name

Witiat was the name of the famous

=

QUESTION 4

The city of Surrey (BC) 5 home 10 a Large
Indio-Canadian community. The city hosts

a0 annuM e

g for his multseuttural policies, £
mtroduced & yystem that allowed more 4
enmigrants from non-European countries,
leading to o significant rise bn indian

immigration to Camada during the 1970s?

t crbebeating
where Indian food,

whip that in 1914 was carrying o this unique snneal festival that has
beon going on fram 20081
but was denied ent -
under restrictive immigration QUESTION 5
taws. How has this event been Which Canadian M%, of indian descent, & \ﬂ‘...|

remseribored i Canadan history?

N
QUESTION 3
Vehich Canadian Prime Minister,
g
-4

bviniers T bt ke a4 Miinvi
Dedence, beeoming the firsst woman snd
the fiist South Asian 1o hald this postion
o Canadhian history?

7 of Nationsl

identify this Lamous Indo-Canadian lilmmaker wha was
nominated for an Azadermy Asard lor bt filem that depicted
Indinn cultuesd struggies. What was the nome of the film that was
part of her Elements trilogy?

i

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's daily quis: 1. The lather of indian
lootball Ans: Magendrs Prasad
Sarbadhakari

2. This club is regarded as the first lootball
club in India. 1t was originally intensed for this
spart. Ans: Caloutta FC; Rugby

. The Inclan loctball team set out on i first
ko official ntermational tour in this yoar lo
this country. Ans: 1924; to Sri Lanka

4, This Is the fiest official internationsd
tournament that india participated in. Ang:
Londan Olympics in 194

5. Name the India foothaller who wored ane
of the quickest goals in intemations! football
Just 17 seconds after kick-oft. Ans: LM,
Vijayan

6. This person was the first foatbaSier to win 4
Padma sward. Ans: Gostha Pal

Visual: Identily this defonder. Anss V. P,
Sathyan

Earty Birds: Tito Shiladitya| Piyali Tull| Lakih
Mundhra| Varghese Joseph| Godfney Persiny

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

" and that should put an end to your
shlem.”

“Temporarily, may be. But I'm not
interested in a band-ald solution.”

“Band-ald solution? What does it
mean?”

“A band-ald sohation s not a
permanent, but a semporary solution o a
problem. Something that his been pat
together hastily.”

=I's a Stop-gap Arrangement, you
mean?™

“Yes, that's right. Our politicians are
only interested in a band-ald soluthon o
the water problem.”

“That's understandable, Bsn't it? If they
find a permanent solution to it, then
peophe will stop going to them.

“But that doesnt.™

“Let's nod talk about politicians. They
lhave always been acoused of being
negligible of thelr duties.”

“The ward you're lookbig for ks not
“‘negligible,’ but “negligent.” When you say
that something is ‘negligible; it means
that it s so snulnhu it is not worth
considering or worrying about. The profit
that the mmpam made last year was
negligible.

“The errors that Ssmpras made in the
final were negligible. How's that?™

“Very good. "Negligent, an the other
lhand, means ‘careless’. When you ane
negligent, you don't give enough attention
to what you are doing or should be doing.
Mamy parents accuse their children of
betng negligent of their duties.”

“Can | say, the company collapsed
because of the Chalrman's neghigence”

“Yes, you can. And remember, in both
“‘negligible’ and *negligent’, the stress is
on the first syllable.”

=And the “i' in the second syllable of
the: two words ks pronounced like the 5 in
words like ‘fir’, “pit” and “kit"*

“Rigght again

“Nonw, shall we move on to...*

“Wait. Negligent has another meaning
as well. It means plemn::ly casual,
‘careless in a pheasant way’;

“Peasantly casual? How can a cancless
person be pleasantly casual?”

“Well, most caneless people are very
casual about whatever they do. If you sy
that samebody’s way of dressing is
negligent, it means hefshe is very
informally dressed and looks very
refaxed. Here, ‘negligem” has a good
connaotation,”

“That's the way | dress.”

“No way, Here are some mone
examples. Ramu sat negligently on the
wall smoking a cigarette.”

“1ddidn't know that Ramu smoked.™

=1 wats just giving an example, silly:
Here's another one, Srilaly conversed
with nqdwvm wase in French.”

surprising. Shee lived in
n years”

“Let’s discuss about something else”

=“How many times do 1 have to tell you
“discuss” is not followed by the word

“about””
~Sorry. Let's discuss something else.”

“Remember, you can have o discussion

about something, but you discuss

something.”
Published in The Hindu on September
28, 1993,

Word of the day
Shrivel:

wither, a1 with 4 loss of monsture; decrease in
sire, range, of extent

SYNONYMS: shrink, wither

USARE: My courage shrelied when | sow the
tersk Dedore me.

Pronunciation: sewth live/shrivelpen

International Phonetic
Alphabet: funat

£

For feedback and sugpestions for
Tient & Contest, please write to
lettorsithehindu.co.in
with the sulpect “Test & Context’

» - -



NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of recipients
of the Kerala social
security pension

In lakh, Keeals Finance
Minister K. N.Balagopal said
that these Mnlluﬂﬂl&wﬂulﬂ-

receive 11600 each, 588 tnkh people
rciive an average of T300 as assistance
from the central govermment.

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman

‘The story so far;
hile covering the
Russla-Ukralne conflict,
iy wiestern media
outhers have used the
term ‘shudow fleet! rscribe tinker
ships that carry Russian crude ofl or odl
products to other countries, Th term
conjures up images of pirave-like vessels
and phantom owners trading o Hllegal,
comtrabingd substances, India has been
palnted as a haost of o shadow Aeet that bs
“laundering’ Russian crude,

How are sanctions iImplemented?
When the LS, sanctions a country, as is
the case with Russty, It lannches
Irwestigations into en L companies
and individuals who vielate the sanctions,
Their assets in the US, are seized, bank
accounts accessible 1o the western
ystern ire (rocen and,
| prosecutions ane
Launelved agabnst them. U5, sanctions
against Russian ofl mandate that Russia
can only sell its crude ofl an $60 o barrel,
Current market prices are at least $15
mare, This is to ensure Russia doesn't
profit much from oll sales and use that 1o
Funned s war effort in Ukraine,

What is structure of global shipping?
The global shipping Industry s highly
diversified. Greeks own 209 of the global
merchant shipping feet with Ching now
crossing Japan 1o become the second
beading nation in terms of merchant
shipping Neet ownership, Most ships are
bulle and repaired in China, Japan and
South Korea, Yet, marine insurance, ship
Finance as well as global shipping
regubitions revobve around the LUK, and
rest of Europe, ULS, sancthons are sought
b e emforced through these levers,
Fach ship s associaed with differem
stakeholders at various natbons and
locations. Although tracking systems

DELHT = www thehindu.com « Tuesday, October 22, 2004
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“lll'}’.’.ll'lﬂ farmers
arrested for
stubble-burning
Stubble-burning in Haryana and
14 neighbouring Punjab is often
blamed for the rse in pollution
levets in Delhi, especiatly during the

post-harvest season of October and
November, sn

Online voter
registrations rejected
in MH's Tuljapur seat

When te
6.090::
b J Istration
scrutinised the applications recelved in

Tuljapur, the applicants were not found
residing in the village, an official sald, m

= HINDU

New arms package for
Ukraine: US. defence
secretary

I & million. U.5.
4005

Loy Austin
announced a new ams package for

Ukraine during a visit to Kyiv, a1 8 meating
with Violodymyr Zetensky,

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

On sanctions and shadow fleets

What are Flags of Convenience? How do corporations with Erge Neets obscure ownership and ovigin of cargo? Why has India been acoused of
hosting a shadow fleet? What are the different wans through which ships make sure they dont lose thelr insurance?

Fuilll theoktlei The ruide ol tanker RN Polasks near the port eity of Nakhodka, Rusisa, I 3022 ieumons

Allow authorities 10 access previous pors
of call, sarme com)
hicking the orlginal source of their cargo,
Ships are registered In partioular nations
called flag sties as they fly that country's
flag. Flag states were meant 1o indicate
thie crigins o the ship,

To beat sanctions, ships often hop
111.lm~¢n Higs, There are Flags of
venbence (Fols), such as Panama and
which started out as tax
avodchanee entithes, angd to avold oo

rigorous a serutlny o Inspection of a ship,
Fos obscure the ovwnership of ships.
Then there are classifications societies
{class, in shipping p.lrhrn’r] that certily

M

nsurance cover for these, An
I41sur4||u- type calbid Protection and
Indemnity (P&1) covers loss of life and
damage to property, These P& insurance

firms form ‘clibs’ 1o pool the risk.

How do ships keep thelr Insurance?
Turkey, o member of the NATO, has been
foumd 1o be extensively trading in Russian
bl A Turkish-owned shij i to be
trading in Russian ofl ar more than $60 a
Darre] may lose s P& club, since clubs
are controlled from Londan and the U
has leverage there, However, the ow
wan divest the management of the vessel
and contract with i Eurepean manager

that has P& cover. And the ship will be
back n business with the same owner but
with o new European manager.
Corporations with large leets often set up
shell compabes thit own just one or two
ships, Such complex ownership
struetures hde the true identity of a ship
and fs owner, Yet, another phenomenon
is registering the ships within jurisdictions
that are nod comphiant with regulmory

On Railways decision to shrink
advance booking period

Has the Railways shortened the Advance Reservation Period before? How do longer booking windows give
rise to frands? Are these rules extendied 1o forelgn passengers as well?

Maitri Porecha

The story so far:
e could book rallway tickets
fionar months in advance for
lomg jourmneys, Now passengers
will only be able 1o book
thekets on Indian Radlways two months in
advance, a circular released by the
Ratlway Board earlier this month stated,

When will the Advance Reservation
Period (ARP) be effective?

“The circular states that the new ARP rules
will ek In from November 1, 2024
owards, and that the booking window
for passengers to reserve their tekets will
orpen 60 days bn advance (exchuding the

actual day of jowrneyy. However, il a
passenger has booked any thekets up o
October 31 (under the earlier 20y

period rube), all those booklings will

remain intact, and the passenger also has

the faciliny to cancel those tickets at will,
By shortening the reservation pertod 1o

| GO days, the Rallways has reversed its
16-year obd policy of reserving tickets 120
clays in advance, which had kicked in
Tronm May 1, 2008, Before this, from 1995
1o 22007, the booking window was
restricted w GO days, Interestingly,
etween 1988 1o 1993, Railways had
experimented with shortening the
advanee booking window to as less as
only 45 days. Before this, once between
15681 10 1985, the Rallways had opened the
AR for a 90-day window,

Why was such a decision mken?
Rallways officials observed that 120 days
wans 1o Jong i period Tor planning
Journeys, and that it ked o a high amount
of teket cancellations. “Currently, up to
2% passengers who book their tckets
end up cancelling them,” a senlor official
stated. While allotting seats/berths,
officlals also observed that there was a
wastage of seats/berths because of
passerygers who would not wrm wp for
Journeys and at the same time would not

Dother w cancel thelr ickets, =% o 5%
passengers don't turn up iwhich is
considered as no show),” the official
further sald. “Another trend Ralw:
naoticed i that between 8% to S0 rail
reservations occur in the period of GO
lays, henoe it was thought prudent 1o
reduce the ARP” another senlor officlal
tobd Fhe Hinche,

Do longer booking windows increase
frauds?
The rationale ghven by the officlals
reduce ARP is that when passengers do
nat cancel thedr tckets and do not turm up
Tor journeys, it opens up possibilities for
franecl. =W observed frauds such as
Impe thon, ralbwiy offickils taking
money illegally to allot empy berths ete.
With shortening reservation perbod this
wonthd be prevented,” the official said,
Secondly, there Is an Immense
whallenge of curtalling touts that operate
on the rallway network, “When
reservation periods are longer, there isa

agencles sueh s the Intermathonal

M e Organization (IMO), Eswating, a
country insoutherm Africa, s net o
stgnatory tothe INO charter. It has
therefore emerged as a Fol.

Whiat is the secusation agalnst Indln?

Russu:l ships struck allinces with m!l.url
firms, Many switched their base to Dubsal
where Indians have i presence in
shipplng. The Indian Register of Shipping
(IRS, a classification society, did see an
Increase in the ships it was centifying,
Dolstering charges of ndian involvement
in shadow fleets. Noting that it has been
Tinked to Russian shipping entities, the
IRS sabel its primary responsibility is o the
safery of a vessel and that it will not be
compromised, [R5 reported that it has
inclewd been asked 1o provide
safety-relaed classificatbon servioes o a
ntember of vessels by Duliai based
entities, These vessels were registered
wider the minlstrations of Liberia
Cyprus and nene lew the Russian
Mg, the IRS reported.

I 2005, when Iran was sanctioned,

60 ships, many with trade links 1o
itched thelr classification
soclety to the Korean Register of shipping

- Kore = a
renaming a vessel can help 1o erse
assoviation with sanctions,

Can US, sanctions be enforced?
Many agencles and shipping experts
acknowbedge that sanctions on Russkn ofl
cannot be igorously enforeed because of
CONEY,
e complex ways in which the shipping
Inlustry is structured, and becanse
ownerships and origing of stakeholders
are obscure and often based on voluntary
disclosure,

More recently, the BRC reported that
the UK. had tion only mikd aetion
agalnst some 35 UK, companies found 1o
Tnave viodated the price cap set by
sancthons, Industry vobees there say that
tatking strongg action would be bad for UK,
businesses,

greater chance tiat wuts end up blocking
a substaneial tranche of tekets,
Shortenkng the perfod of ARP will
encourage purchase of more tickets by
genuine passengers,” the afficlal added,
Prarallelly, Railway officlals state that
the declsion to elther recluce or increase
the AR window is open for debate.
“There are two Oppsing camps thit
debate low to fix the ARP window. There
is ane camp In the Mindstry that belleves
I opening up advance reservation for the
entire year, and that passengers should be
allowed 1o book and cancel tickets round
the year during the period of 365 days.
This camp belleves that opening up the
reservation window year-long will fetch
raklways revenues in acvance. However
thiks facility ks currently only available for
foreign tourists, who avail of a certain
ir tra
acddded,

Which groups of passengers e
exempt from ARP rule?

Apart from foredgn towrsts, the Unlon
Raibway Ministry had stated that there is
o bmpact on General class tekets as they
are purchased just before the journey, it
Tas also statec that for certaln trains like
Taj Express and Gomitl Express it was
noticed that tickets are booked almest
Immediately by passengers who wish 1o
travel in these siting trains, “They ane
exempt from ARP rule as passengers who
wish 1o travel in these trains book tickets
almost immediaely a day o two in
advance,” the first official added.

The sales from Jan
Aushadhi outlets in
the month of October

In ¥ crave.
l Naotably, it
9 took the Jan

Aushadhi outhets until December to reach
these ligures in 2023, »m

COMPILED Y THE SO0 DATA TEAR

THE GIST
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Ships are reggistered in
particular nations colled Nag
states a5 they (ly that country’s
Hlog, Flag suates werd meant to
Indicate the ariging of the ship,
T berat sanctions, ships often
o betwoen (lags

-

Another plmmmun s
registening the ships within
Jurizdictions that are not
compliant with regulatory
apenches such as the
Enkivnatianal Maritime
Organkeatian (0.

-

Marry agenches acknawledge
that sanctions an Russian oil
cannot b nigorously enloced
because of its patential impact
on workd economy, the
complex ways in which the
shipping Industry is structured,
and because cwnerships and
wriging of stakehaldens ane
abscure and often based on
woluntary declomure,

THE (

-

Thve circular states that the new
ARP nales will kick in from
November 1, 2024 onwords,
and that the boaking window
For passengers to reserve thelr
Rickets will opon 60 days in
advay [enchding the actual
lay o jouirmiy)

L

Railways officials observed that
120 days was toa long a perfod
Few planning joumeys, and that
it led 1o a high amaunt of ticket
cancellation.

-

The rationale ghen by the
officials to reduce ARP is that
when passengers do not cancel
Rheir tekets and da mot tam up
How joismnays, it Opens up
possibilities lor fraud,
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shrecjaya Karantha
inee NASA launched the James
‘Wbl Space Telescope (JWST)
almost three years ago,
astronomers have been activel
searching for clue

this period to tell us how the first stars
galaxies formed, vet ul
these processes could help answer key
questions like the role of dark marter in
the early universe.

So when astronomers recently pored
throwgh JWST, they were surprised to fid
monstrous structures when the universe

was only a few lundred million years old,
instead of infant galaxie
The universe began witl
about 138 billion years :
dense mixture of g
particles, Over time, the universe
expanded and cooled, allowing the
particles to separate from the mixture and
become independent clumps of matter.
The gradual and continuous cooling of
the universe eventually created larger
structures sucl h as stars, galaxies, and

galaxy ¢
Accor :u. :u [hms[.md.:rd model of
mxpli
origins and evolution, the
stars formed around 100-200 million
years after the Big Bang and the first

thin the first billion years.

was revealing massive,
Tully-developed galaxies, that too in
ATEaer |1|:|11Ix-m mm expected, only
after the
a source
ol Entrigue amomg res 10 had
to fggure out what was wrong with their
standard model.

Now, a study published on August 26 in
the Astrogliysical fournal by a
imternational team led by Katherine
Chworowsky and Steven Finkelstein at the
University of Texa Austin offers a
jpromising explanation.

refp Into the universe

re faint, and detecting
them requires acvanced telescopes,
Prerana Biswas, a postdoctoral researcher
at the Indian Institute of Astrophysics,
ried. (She wasn't

telescope witha
mary mirror. The Hubble Space
Telescope has a 2 4-mewide primary
mnirror, while JWST s mibrror is 6.5 m wide.
Second, the telescope will have to be very
sensitive, which relates to ability to
record data at different wavelengihs. The
Hubble operates in the optical,
ubtraviolet, and some infrared
wawvelengths, while JWST is specifically
designed for infrared observations witl
focus on studying the early universe. This
is Decawse visible and ubtraviobet light
from distant galaxies shifts to the infrared
wavelengths as the universe expands.

I thee rew s 5

large p

:m to the team, nnc pmﬂljlu
ation for a larger number of
massive galaxles in the early universe s
that these galaxies manufactured stars
more efficiently than the galaxies of today.
Biman Nath, a professor of astronomy
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Black holes in Webb data allay threat
to cosmology’s standard model

ng data from the Webb telescope, studies found the universe should have had massive galaxies sooner than believed. Their conclusion
1 the universe’s origins. But a new study may have saved the model

Asmeall potion of the field observed by the James Webb Space Telescope filbed with galasies. The light from scme of them has travelbed far over 13 billion

years to reach th (Eeacope, JWSTHASA

at the Raman Research
=, Bengalury, said the higher
chency of star formation "wouldn't

affect the large-scale structure™ of the
universe “because the bulk of these
large-scale structures is produced by dark
meatter, so what happens to a tiny fr
of normal matter {(whether or not they
produce stars at a faster rare) wouldn't
affect ™

He added that the specifics of whether
the modified efficiency contradicts the
current understanding of galaxy
formation need to be worked out. Biswas
agreed, saving that if this value is found to
have been higher in the early universe,
existing maodels of gala; owth and
evolution eed (o be reworked,

A secret Ingredient
The researchers also examined the black
the centres of these ancient
g . These objects are also called
“littke red dots™ because of what the light
from their direction looks like, Thes
black hobes rapidly consume the galaxies'
gas, causing the katter to emit heat and
light.

“The fact that massive black holes
contribute to the total light emited by

| i en known for
SO0 e, and t!um has been 1 =arch
amd work done 1o disentangl
coming from black holes from the light

I measure”

"However, be un.j\\ ST, we had not

seen galaxies that looked specifically like
little red dots, therefore it was not known
that they often hosted black holes until
they had been independently studied,”
she added.

soldiers injured during the Crimean War.
Using statistics, she studied the mortality
dynamics in the hespitsl and discovered
unganitary conditions wire the leading
cause of death. Name her.

Answers to October 17 quiz:

1. Gevman astronomer for whom 1E5
IT27-21.4 ot ol is named - Ans:
Jehannes Kepler

2 Common [Greek) name of Serpentarius
constellation - Ans: Ophivchus

3. Supemava of 1572 comparable to
Kepber's star in brightness - Ans: Tycho's

nova

tverr toam treated Agrawal

4. Supemava type of Tyche's nova - Ans:
Type la supernovs

5 German astrologer with whom Kepler
coresponded - Ans: Hellsaeus Roeslin
Visual: Tycho Brahe, 93 [
First contact: KN, Viswanathan | .NIPII|II!|
S, Kumar | Ketan Kumar Singh | Anmol

However, before IWST, we had not
seen galasbes that looked specifically
Hke linle red dots, therefore it was not
Krvow that they often hosted black
holes until they had been

pendently studied

In other words, the star mass of
galaxies may have been overstated in
previous studies thanks to the additio
light emitted by their black holes. When
the researchers in the new study removed

mode] of cosmaology from revision.

The bottom line
The researchers wrote in their paper that
the standard maodel could explain more
ethcient star formation in the early
universe in the form of the extreme
physical conditions and abundant gas.
Catastrophic events like supernovae and
stellar winds were also less effective at
ullsmp! ing star formation.
e standard model of cosmology
remains the most successful framework
for deseribing our universe,” Blswas said.
There are only a handful of studies that
contradict this model, It is not surpri ising
that JWST observations al
predictions. It would be far more
surprising if these observations
challe 3
Previous JWST :dwon- o
weell-developed galaxies in the carly
universe had questioned the standard

of massive,

or the formation of the first
s, and galaxy formation theories.
For example, a recent study used JWST
data 1o s ies eoubd have
within 1.5 billion
years, much earlier than previously
expected. As evidence, the researchers
paointed 0 an exoeptional star formation
Fate T galaxy sizes — but these
conchu aled b overturmed now,
The anrl‘mm of this study declined to
conument.

Nath, who wasn't invobved with the
mew stucly, added that the problem of
i tching the standard
ions “become acute wi hen
the JWST observa of even carlier
galaxbes are considered, going back to
when the unbverse was around 400
million vears obd.~

Chworowsky said the team is worki
om including mone data from JW ]
addition 10 CEERS, “This will give us the
ability beth to push this analysis to higher
reds| and higher masses, as those
5 are rarer and we're more lik

0

Expanding the data set will help
researchers get a betier sense of the
current resubts and develop a more
comprehensive understanding of
formation of massive galaxies in the early
universe,

“lam happy to see that astronomers
are working towards these problems,”
Nath said. = b it Is possible, after all,
to find some explanation within the
current models”

(Shreefava Karantha s a freelance
science writer amd a content writer and
reseqrch specialist at The Secrets of The

Universe.shregiayakarami@gmail.com)

Wigual: Hame this Iranian mathematician who won the 2014 Fields Medal for
insights into the strscture and dynamics of Riermannion surfaces and their
redation to number theory. ¢

T MARVERAUICA {CC Y- 54 4.0

ble to find them in larger sets of data.”
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Colomblan women perform dusing the epening
ceremany of COP16, 2 United Mations'
bipdiversity canference, in Cali, Colambia, an
Suniday, a5

World lags on
2030 nature
goals as COPI6
talks begin

most
ever to halt the
destruction of nature by decade’s end.

Two years later, countries are already
behind on meeting their goals.

As nearly 200 nations meet on Monday
for a two-week LLN, biodive i
COPIG, in Cali,
under pressure to prove their support for
the goals Libd out in the
Kunming-Montre:
Framework agreement.

A fop concern for countries and
companies is how to pay for conservation,
with the COPIS talks aiming to develop
new in 5 that could generate
revenues for nature.

“We problem here,” sabd Gavin
rds, disector of the nonprofit Nature
noppostunity o
re-energise and remind everybody of
their commitments two vears ago and
start to course correct if we're going 1o get
anywhere close o 2000 targets being
achievedd

The rate of nature destruction through
activities like bogging or ove: ing has
ot et up, while governments miss
deadlines on their blodiversity ac
plans and funding for consery
biltions of dollars away from meeting a
205 goal.

The sumnit in Colombia
ith meeting of nations that si
original 1992 Convention on Biodive
s set 1o be the largest biodiversity summit
1o clate, with some 23,000 delegates
registered to participate as well as a large

There has been no let up in
destructive activities like logging
and overfishing, but governments
have m d their deadlines on
on plans, and funding is well
short of the goal

exhibition area open to the public.

Whether the participation and
pressure can push countri
bolder conservation action
SEEf,

The clearest sign of lagging efforts is
the fact that most countries have yet to
submit national conservation plans,
known officially as National Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs),
though they had agreed to do so by the
start of COPIG.

As of October 18, 31 out of 195 countries
had fbed a plan with the LN, biodiversity
SECTetriatL,

Richer nations have been quicker to

China, South Korea, and
nited States attends the
talks but has never ratified the
Convention on Biodiversity, so is not
obligated to submit a phrl.

Another 73 countries as of October 18
had opted to only file a less ambitious
subimission that sets out thedr natho
targets without details of how they would
be achieved.

With so few plans filed, experts will
like rugile to gauge progress in
meeting the sgreement’s hallimark “30 by
307 goal of preserving 30% of the land
o sea by 2030,

olombia’s Environment Minister
Susana Muhamad, who also serves as

that the funds are not
enough, for example, 10 ht‘-il]ll: 0
produce the pla
Posrer countries have had a harder
time fincing the fun nd expertise
biodiversity
plans, World Wide Fund for N
advocacy chief Bernadette Fischler
Heoper said.

For feedback and suggestions
T "Saience, please wiite 1o
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject "Daily page’

»
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e population question

Why have concerns been raised over aging populations in South India? Can people be incentivised to have
more babies toimpact this trend? What role can internal migration play?
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What is Z-Morh tunnel? Why is it strateglcally important?

BASHAARAT MASDOD
& MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
SRINAGAR, CHANDIBARH, OCTOBER 21

MILITANTS SHOT dead seven people in
Jammusand Kashmir's Ganderbal districton
Sunday evening. The attackers opened fire
at a campsite housing workers of APCO
Infratech, a construction firm which is build-
|ng the strategically vital 2-Morh tunmel on
the Srinagar-Leh highway:

‘What is the Z-Maorh tunnel?
Thie 64 km long tunnel con-
nr.\:udmuwmﬂk.mgnnlm he

INFRA

wany{ Matiomal Highway- 1) isone of only two
rosads that commect Ladakh o the rest of India
— the other being the Manali-Leh highway
[NH-3). The Z-Morh tunnel is a part of the
Larger Zojila tunnel project which seeks to
provide all-weather connectivity between
Srinagar, Drass, Kargil, and Lehon NH-1,
Currently, both NH-1 and NH-3 remain
shut during winter. The stretch of road,
which the Z-Morh tunnel will help by-pass,
s located at an altitude of more than 560
Beet, anel is chosed for months in the winter
due to heavy snowfall and the
threat of avalanches. This in-
conveniences ourists whao fre-
quent the resort town of

tourist spot of (1]
tral Kashmir's Ganderbal dnnl::.'

Sonmarg, and hampers the

Is being constructed near Gagangir village,
which lies roughly 10 km away from

rg. The umnet's name comes from the
Z-shaped stretch of mad at the lncation of its
comstresction {Mop)

The strategically vital Srinagar-leh high-

of troops dies to Ladakh,
Ladakh is strategically vital for India,
Inefian forces aredeployed against Pakistanin
Siachen Glacier and in Turtuk sub sector
which abuts Baltistan in Pakistan Ocoupied
Kashmir(PokK), Thereis also widespread de-
phoyment against China in Eastern Ladakh,
e w0 since the 2020 Calwan clashes,
The Zojila tunmnel project — including the

THis WorD MEANS
C. ELEGANS

Simple microscopic worms, studying which has
won scientists four Nobel Prizes so far

WHILE ACCEPTIMG the Mobel Prize in
Phaysiology or Medicine this year, molecu-
laer hinlogist Gary Ruvkun spent afew min-
um]aurjmg his experimental subject; a
arned Caenorfuriditis el

l‘Ius s mot thiis wormy's first brush with
international stardom nor is it the frst
tirme O efegams has been thanloed For aid-
ing award-winming work. Ruvkun’s
awvard was actually the fourth Nobel Prize
resulting from C. elegons research, ce-
menting the kwdy soil worm's outsize
rode in scientific discovery,

The worm C efegans with emibryos
Four Nobels attached to its body, The wyT
The 1-millimeter nematode has helped
scient ryells ane
instructed m kill and howthe  from o death, The destiny of

process goes awry in AIDS, strokes and de-
generstive diseases, [ That waork was the
subiject of the 2002 Nobel Prizein physiol-
oy or medicine, | Self-proclaimed “worm
people” were recognised by the Nobel
comndttes in 2006 for discovering genesi-
leneing. which became the basis foranen-

ach cell is pasy i map, since the worms
become manslucent under the light of a
microscope and cycle through all devel-
opmental stages in about theee days

The nematde was the first animal o

have its genome entirely deciphered — in
IQQE Years l:mlnm srientists wene able o

timely new class of drugs. Two years later, i ThL‘\\wmu.
thechemi i enti sy o store sell-
used nematodes to help invent cellular sufficdent when it comees m reproduction;
“lantermns” thar, biclogisstoseethe  Female C eJogumlmw Inlwtumi sp:'rm

that

inmerworldngsof acell.

For each prize, a laureate made sure
to thank the worm for its contributions,
though perhaps the most famous nod

“It's an experimental dream,” s.mi

Judith Kimble, a nematode researcher at
the University of Wisconsin, Madison.

came from
first “worm Mobel” “Without doube, the  Bonding over worms
Fourth winmer ol the Mobel Kimible, hofthe reseanch

is Capnorhabxditis elegans,” he s i m his
lecture in Stockhoim,

success toy the fact that worm-boneded sci-
entists tened t share thelresources and co-

opemate. Ruvkun, of the Harvand Medical

‘Experimental dream’
Onee of the C elegons” virtues is its sim-
[picity, which allows scientists to test y-

Schoal, and his co-winner, Vicor Ambos,
a professor of molecular medicine at
LIMJs Chan Mexdical Schonl, shared their

chother,

potheses about fundamental biological
concepts in @ model that ks casy to under-
stane]. The nematndes have just 959 cells—
a o
pared with our trillions of cells — each of

1o

plu:uln};ntm the mechanics of ricrefNA,

The C. elegens research community

comes mgether every other year at the
International Worm Convention,

whichscientists have named and charted THE NEW YORK TIMES
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14 km-long under-construction bunnel at
Zajila which will connect Sonmarg in the
Kashmir valley to Drass in Ledakh — will al-

UDITMISRA
NEW DELHI OCTOBER 21

AMDHRA PRADESH Chief Minister N
Chandrababio Naidu has said his govermmaent
the state to have maore children, "We are al-
ready in deficit. Having less than two chil-
dren beads to the rapid decline of the young
popalation,” he said

Earlier, when asked by The Indian Express
abyut comeerns among Southemn states that
their smaller populations might impact their
representationin Padiament after the delim-
itation of constituencies, Naidu had said:
"South India, with a loweer fertility mte, is al-
ready facing the aging issue, and it will grad-
wally impace North India aswell”

On Monday, Tamil Madu Chief Minister
M K Stalin joked about the potential recuc-
tion of South [ndia's share in parliamentary
seats duse to lower population groveth rates:
"Wihy ot aim for 16 chikdren?”

What do dat. 1
population size?
With Census 2021 delayed, the most e-
mn( opulation projections available are in
reeport of a echnical growp within the
Nnmn Ministry of Health and Famiby Welfare,
A the chort shows, India's population is
projected to age with cach passing ymr The

b the transportation of troops and supply
by road all year rownd, This waill make it eas-
ier to mobilise forces in times of need, and

A photo of the under construction 2-
Morh tunneld from September 2021,
The tunned is now almost complete,
and s expected to be inaugurated
SOON. (AP File}

also rut costs associated with airtransporta-
tion, Currenthy, the Army relies on transport
aircraft from the Air Force for maintaining ivs

ZYIITEE ECONOMICS|

e population question

Why have concerns been raised over aging populations in South India? Can people be incentivised to have
more babies to impact this trend? What role can internal migration play?

POPULATION BY PERCENTAGE IN DIFFERENT AGE BRACKETS

INDIA 20m 2036 (PROJECTED)
0-14 years 30.9 n— 20,1 —
15-58 years 60.7 I -1
G+ years 84 = 140 m—"
O-14years | 252 157 O-14years 36 2
15-59 years | 648 653 15-59 years 567 | 661
B0+ years | 109 19 B0+ years 73 s
Sauree: o jits iatry Fomily Wiillare
life expectancy, the number of older persans —— for't o ic transition

in the population is expected to more than
doaible from 10 crore in 2001 to 23 crore in
2036, their share in th(' pnp\llmun rising
fromm 8,4% to 14.9% pes

before the North {amd especally the se-called
"HIMARLI" states ),

forward locations along the Line of Contral,

When did the Z-Morh tunnel project
begin?

Thetunne project was riginally conceived
by the Border Roads Organization [(BRO) in
2002, The BRO had awarded the construction
contract bo Tunnebway Lid,

Howvever, thee project was later taken over
Iy the National Highways & Infrastructure
Developrment Corporation Limited [NHIDCLL
The NHIDCL re-tendlered the tunnel project,
and the contract was bagped by ARCO
Infratech,

The project was orginally expected to be
completed by August 2023, but was delayed
for various reasons, The soft opening of the
tunnel was carried out in February this year.
At the moment, the unned project is almost
conplete. s inauguration had been delayed
by the Model Code of Conduct (MCC} in place
because of the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly elections,

The Zojila tunnel, being constructed by
Megha Engineering, is expected to be com-
pleted by December 2026

cern facing India was rapid population
growth, fuelled by high levels of ferility
(births per woman L The situation was once
deemed so grim that many wondered if
Indti I I  fpod to feed
its teeming millions,

Over the decades, however, India has
been able to armest the pace of population
growth — an achievement that has been led
by several Southern states, Amidhra Pracdesh
achicved the Replacement Level of Fertlity —
tharis, an average of 2.1 children perwoman
— in 2004, making it the fifth Indian state m
dosoafter Kerala { 1988), Tamil Nachs{2000),
Himachal Pradesh { 2002, and West Bengal
(2003), Andhra Pradesh used to have a law
that barred people from contesting in local
polls if they had maore than two children;
Maidu has repealed it,

However, while individual states are wit-
ncs;mg cmudcrlhly lower levels uF[L‘ftl]Ny

than India's imherent

B In Kerala, where iuwrr Ilm |1llydnd
masrtality rates were achieved much sooner
than other states, the proportion of persons
aged 60 years and older will increase from
13 in 2011 1o 23% in 2036 — or atmost Lin
A indivichsals. The population of LI, by con-
trast, is expected to be comparatively
wounger — the share of G0+ individuats in the
stare population is expected o merease from
THIn2011 to 12%in 2036,

propartion ( percentage ol |
e brachet will rise across the board — even
though the increase in the Morthern states
will be smaller than in the South. This |s be-
cause most Southern states transitioned o
a lower fertility rate sooner than the
Morthern states. For example, Uttar Pradesh
s projected e achicve the Replacement Level
of Fertility coly next year — that is more than
rwo decades after Andhra Pradesh,

Here's what else the report projected:

M In the 25 years from 2001 and 2036,
India's population will increase by 31.1 croe,
Almast hall — 17 crove — will be added infive
states: Bihar, UP, Maharashtra, West Bengal,
and Madhya Pradesh. As much as 195 of the
total population increase during 20011-36 is
expected wwoccur inUE

B The contribution of the five Southern
states — AP, Kamataka, Kerala, Telangana, and
Tamil Nadu — to the total increase in popu-
lation during 2011-2036 is expected to be
ondy 2.9 crore, or 95

BWith declming fertility and inereasing

4 il Whyis and a
relatively smaller population, a
concern?

An which Naidhu spok

S0, di
fertility, as Naidu mentioned, work?

Naidhu referred to some countries — such
ay [apan, Ching, and countries in Ewrope —
that are also struggling with aging popula-
tions, But there is ne real evidence that peo-
ple wha have reached acerain leve] of pros-
perity and education can be incentivised to
have more bibies.

Academics such as sodial demographer
Sonalde Desai, Distinguished University
Professor Emerita at the University of
Maryland, and P M Kulkarni and Deepak
Mishra of [NL, are unanimous that pro-na-
talist polictes have had very litthe success,

of) and a smaller population | that Sealin e-
ferred to) are two separate congerns,

Typically, if two-thirds of the total pops-
lationis in theworking-age brackiet it implies
a "dividend”™ — because the dependency ra-
i that is, the percentage of population that
s notearning and is dependent on others) s
buss than 504

Frwo kinds:
lhu ageof 15, and thase above the age of GO,
A high percentage of aging population does
imply that the stane may have o spend moe
on taking care of this growing population.

“Virtuallyr world — Japan,
China, Korea, France ete, — have pro-natal-
ist policies worked, The only place where
such palicies had some impact to the extent
that they did not allow the fertility rate
plummet to very low levels were in
Scandinavian countries. Here the palicies
were more in the shape of family support,
childcare support, gender equality, pater-
nity beaves et Desai said.

However, she stressed that even giving li-
mancial suppart doesn't do enough o en-
coarrage families to have more babies,

Theissueof the fastate
being lower compared to other states is dif-
ferent. This issee has come into sharp focus
m public discussions on clecoml delimita-

hore fears
5r.|uth.cm states could end up getting pe-
nakised by way of fewer seats in Lok Sabha

made
by Naidu matter?

These statements demonstrate the stark
turnarcund on the stand taken by politicians,
especially from the Southern states, on the
population question,

Roughly five decades ago, the main con-

momentum has meant that it 1s now the
st popadous country on the planet,

I incentives don'twork, what is the way
forward to ad dress concerns about
jon?

"'The simplest solution is {internal | mi-
gration,” Desai said.

There are three contributors to the toeal
population; fertility, mortality, and migra-
tion, Both Desai and Kullarnd said migration
can even out the imbalance caused by the
mismatch in the pace of the demographic
transition between North and South India,

OF course, such migration is already un-
derway, “What's mare, the Southemn states
will get peaple in the working age," Desai
said, In other words, destination states don't
have o spend on nuUrturing a young pop-
lation, their education, etc.; they can
straightaway benefit frorm the working-age
migrant population.

This is the model that the United States
s employed ever the decades — it s immi-
grants, their coconomic output and thedr er-
tility, thar has helped sustain America's eco-
momic dominance over the waorld,

Both Kulkamni and Mishra underscored
that rather than having more children, the
comern for India should be to boast the oco-
namic productivity of its labour force, and m
ensure that the benefits of the ongoing de-
magraphic dividend are cashed fully.

LONGER VERSION ON
Indianexprass.oom/explained

What is satellite spectrum, why most countries prefer not to hold auctions

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
MEW DELHIL DCTOBER 21

UNION COMMUNICATIONS Minister
Iyotiraditya Scindia clarified last week that
spectrum for satellite communication
{satcom ) would be allocated “administra-

tively”, rather than through an auction cd'

schedule of The Telecommunications Act,
2023 (“Assignment of spectrum through
administrative process” ). Under Section
#{4)of the Act, telecom spectrum shall be
assigned through auction "except for en-
tries listed in the First Schedule for which
assignment shall be done by administra-
tive process”,

“Administrative process” under the Act

airwaves, which
lio earlier this manth,

This was seen as a victory for some of
the company’s biggest rivals, especially
Elom Musk's Seartink. However, the fact is,
given the nature of satellite spectrum, it is
nit feasible for any one country toauction
it, Unlike terrestrial spectrum, which is
used for muhllunmmmtauun satellite

“mwans of spectmom without
holding an auction”, and “auction' means
a l:ud pmcms hrasslgnmenmhpectmm

trum for sarellites”, Iying and rural areas, and areas prone (o J“-“'Cﬁﬂl'l vs allocation ministrative assignment after finding the
= natural disasters, will benefit from con- tounder Auction process i
Satcom & its benefits stant connectivity. rmnl:u between spectiim for terestrial The LS last conducted an auction for
Sarcomservic an tellite-based Internetis also believed  networks and satell jication, and trum in 2004 for three d
im orbit to provide con nect:wty on the  tobe more resilent than termes hased the distinction bet Hocati i tic orbiral slots for broadcasting services,

ground, They do not reguine wlmimtmm—
it data, ane are an aky nd-

services, since they have comparatively
fewver © ts om the ground, The

based communication, called terrestrial
metwaorks, such ascable, fibre,
ordigital mibseriber fine {DSL

For end-users such as
homes and businesses, sated-
lite-based communication

(DaT‘ had asked the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) to come wp witha
methodobogy to assign the spectrum. As
Trai exphored pricing models for the serv-
i, [ subymitted o the regulator that ad-

Due to this international character, satel-

allocation may not be able to
ensure a level playing field between satel-
lite amd ter i vices

fite spectramisc
by the ional Telec ication

Union {ITU), a specialised agency of the
Uniited Nations {LIN),
Spectrum for satcom is part of the first

In . Musk posted on X on
October 14 that an auction process "would
be unprecedented, as this spectrum was
long designated by the [TU as shared spec-

and broadband services offer

network, Even
tency of satcom services can at times be
Tigher i
they can cover vast areas without neecling
o install much physical equipment.

The use of satellites allows communi-
cation networks to reach remote kcations
that mobile telephony cannot access, It is
generally understood that when satcom

EXPLAINED

POLICY

wo kcybnn:'rrs wider :nvera,gl.- .1m:| a

equipment for satellite commumication is,
therefore, less Elely o sustain
damage due to extreme
weather events,

Size of satcom sector

Consulting firm KPMG in
Inclia has estimated in a recent repart that
thee coumtry's satcom sector, which cur-
renthy stands at 523 billion a year, will reach
$20 billion by 2028,

India is ranked fourth in terms of in-
vestments in the sector globally.
Investment bank Morgan Stanley has es-

auctioning arises in lhr.- first. plm
Far

The annual regulatory fee for VSAT and
-Band antennas operating in

. spectrum
s eochsive, and ismanaged only by a single
mobile operator in a given geographical
area; therefore, this cannot be shared be-
R OF Amongst operatory,

the 12 GHz and 14 GHz frequencies is 5095
perlicence or authorisation,

Bl ok

in mnu: mplme satelliee auctions with .l!—

In the case of satellites, the pec-
trum is non-exclusive in nature — and can
be used by multiple satellite operators w
serve the same geographical area,

The general trend, therefore, i to allo-
cate satellite spectrum administratively,

Auction experiment
A tew countries such as the United
States, Brazil, and Saudi Arabia, ha\ﬂ.‘ held

timated roughly 2004 million b
in India are untapped with broadband,
which present a strong market opportu-

services become more low-

ity for satell

T fregquency spec 51
The US and Brazil conducted an aumnn of
satellite spectrum along with orbital slots.
Bath countries have since reverted to ad-

rmiinists g

coumntry, the spectrum to be wsed o sabellite
services is ot auctioned separately,

Sanxdi Arabia recently conducted a spec-
trum action in the S-band, which ranges
from 2 GHz tn 4 GHz and is used for mobile
satellite services (M55 as well as weather
and air traffic control applications, The tech-
nical characteristics of the 5-band are such
that it is assigned on an exclusive hasis for
MS5S; auction can, therefore, be conducted
in a mannier similar to the spectrum auc-
tion for terrestrial mobile services,
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Signs of thaw in
India-China ties

The agreement on patrolling arrangements 1s a
first step towards disengagement at the border

th the militry standoff between India
and China ort the Line of Actunl Contral
(LAC) well Into its fifth venr, New Delhl
has announced that an agreement has
been reached on patrolling arrangements along the
disputed border, This is a positive development
after years of unproductive talks, cspecially the
stalemate that existed after the disengagement
of farward troops at four locations, including the
banks of Pangong Lake. The standoff, and
especinlly the death of Indian troops ina brutal
skirmish ar Galwan Valley in June 2020, wolk
bilateral relations to the lowest point since the
border war of 1962, The damnge done by those
incidents 1 the overall bilateral relationship has
been Immense, especially at a time when China's
ageressive and assertive action s across the Indo-
Paciflc region have led to growing concerns and
mistrust about the intentions of President X1
Jinping, India is notalone in having worries about
Chinn's long-term goals insofar as border disputes
are concerned, os developments in the South China
Sea, East China Sea and Talwan Strait have shown.

The latest development In the India-China border
fnce-off should be seen as only the firststep inn
process, albedt one that logically leads to the next —
disengagement and de-escalation. This will involve the
pulling back of close to 60,000 troops armyed on each
side in close proximity tothe LAC in the Ladakh
sector, followed by their withdrawal to peacetime
locations at the rear.

Thiere are existing agreements thit cun guide these
processes, and much will nlso depend ona possible
meetng between Prime Minister Narendra Maod]
anel President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the Brics
sumimitin Russin. Such a meeting will helpadd
mamentum 1o the process that as been initiated at
the LAC, especially if the two leaders agree on specific
directions for their militaries,

More importantly, the two sides will now have
to refterate thelr commitment 1o agreements on
border management or agree on suitably updating
them, given the Indian side’s consistent position in
recentyears that it was China that violated these paces.
They will have to do much more work to address
the lack of rrust and andmeosity that has largely
characterised Indin-China ties over the past four
years, despite the burgeoning economic relations,
Fou starters, this will require Beijing to appreclate
and accommodate New Delhi's concerns.

Municipal bonds are
key to city finances

alliot's overmubscribed mun’eipal bonds
comes In the context of surging finance needsof
city povernments and very lite own revenues and
tranafer of fundes from the state governments. As per the
Waorld Bank, Indin’s urban infrastructure investment
needs jumped from $16 billion per annum in 2008 over
thie next 15 years to 555 billion per anmum in 2022
Rend against the patchy implementation of the 74th
Amendment of the Constitution that formalised
the third tier of governance, the need for funding
supplements becomes stark. Thus, the city's success
offers hope for other cities, more so with the political
challenge that boosting local taxes poses,

While bonts can be an alternative fund-ralsing route,
the prospect is notwithout challenges, One, clties must
bie seen as bankable for bond investors to be interested
— s per a report by the non-profit Janaagraha, in 2021,
less than hall of 226 cities had investmen tgrade ratings.
Two, function overlaps between siate government
agencies and local governments need to be sorted out.
Thiee, local governments must ensure that clean
budgeting and accounting drive ratings and not merely
the vinbility of the projects for which the bonds are
being fssued — else, project-specific bond issues will be
successful while the elty government remains strapped
for funds elsewhere. Four, dtizens will have to be
nudged towards a recovery ethic, where they must pay
for services, this pryment cun partially offset the costs.

T the exvent that State support Is needed, iIncentives
under the Centre's Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation mission should encourage more
cities to aecess such fnanciig, Only 17 Indian cities have
tpped into bond issues so far, but fimancing is central
to Joeal self-governance, and Rajkot's success ls an
opportune monent o have a conversation on how
the picture can be changed,

Reforms in law are
needed o conslder
the vulnerability of
incarcerated persons with
disability and to liberalise

ball jurisprudence

iy tribute o peademic

el activist GN Selbabi

I bound to expose the

nystemic hypoeriay In

our judicial sysom. Sal-

baba waus arresied in

2014 nnel resmuned nearcerasd

lll March 2024, He sufferod various

llmenis and misreatment through-

wat ots Jal| b, Thongh he was ini-

wnlly acquitbes) by the Bombeay high

oo, i an extraordinary Satirday

earing, the Supreme Court stayed

the neguiril and. thereafrer, set it

i, The mater was sent back i the

Bombay high court for compreten-

sive examination. The high coun

It acapuinted Safbab, which ked

his redensi about seven months ago.

By adter relesse, Safbabo.

e salfered 0K chisahillny, dise

wlosed tat he suflered an anm jury

bueriig 1as e vest aod was sulsgectied oo

wilitery confinement in prison, Hix

statemesnt that the lock of cure pd

miedical ald led 10 e sgerovation of

hyperension, diabetes, and cardiac
e plications I8 on recand,

Tor achedress the systomic and attin:

dinal issues, we st first (dennily

these, The Indion prison system and
the laws on prisons, including the
ks manials of the seates, sre not
equipped W ensare humand and lir
rentmient of physically chalie
Inerintes. India does not have on
tive Law 10 curtall the weture of the
disabled in prisons Desabled prisoa-
et whether undertrial or not, are
Lrvated ws besser iurmai e,

Evarr jarper dats on e ol

Learning from the
GN Saibaba episode

1 of this glosing lacuni in Indian
i, T strict implemontation of thie
laws will nlso remmin & chlie nge in
b Indiam context,
Section 5 (3 of the Model Prisons
and Correctional Services Act, 20005
ubout designing prisons with (e
el of persans with disabibides and
other vilnenabie groups in mind The
Muoded Act— only n gukleline lor e
stiles —contnling Wlwhlu!llupllul
Boners,

s admited lv; e minister of Stae
liow woctal jussice Krishan Pl Gurlar in
Parliament in 218
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the prison manuals of the states,
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I'wlnlmlnmnqi frut lewrper @l
sl Suapreme Court af buils,
Thet views exgyreased e persanal

| SIMPLY ECONOMICS |
Pramit Bhattacharya

Need a clear-eyed trade
policy to sustain growth

our years after bt impased severe

restrictions on Isvesiments from

China, the Unjon gevemment sems

tohwe neceptod the limited efficacy
of those mensures. The first indication of
wetliink came in the inance minkstry's Eoo-
momic Survey. The survey noted that the
recent export growih of Southesst Asian
econombes relod heavily on Chinese invest:
menids, B might be betser for lndia to let Chi-
nese firms manufacture (0 the country
rather than Import manufacured goods
lrom Clrina, the survey krgued,

The comieroe minister Myosh Goyal inf-
tially played down the survey's ofguments,
lmrndngg that there ws s rethink on India's
atance lowards Ching, Bul the commerce
secretury Sunil Bartiowal let the cut out of the
g 0 fevw weeks later, Bartlwal told repor:
that the go
resricthons on

mant might review
n part of an overal]
revicw of i1a foreig

IS Chaer tra Bl with Chiliea and the rest
ol *Factory Asin® will Tselp Indian frms |nte
grate bester with global valise chains, raining
productivity and growth. Stronger growth
will marrow the power differential with

MANQJ SINHA

<

The brutal and savage attack
against construction workers will

be avenged. I've asked the police

and security for

the terrorists

HT

€8 Lo exact o price
that will be remembered by

Jx\

=4

China, inad doser Cliinese the
run.

In the medium rom, Indin his to ke help
From ghe LIS Lo tecke Chilmess sggression. Bul
thint does 1ot mean we dellne our struteghe
requirements basad on American assess-
ments. India needs o frivme s own naionsl
security strategy document thit [dentifies
sectony and Indusiries eritical for Indla's
defenice, Cnoe these erlileal ndastries aie
Iebeitifled, trade and dnvesament barriers [
ull nber Lduatries should be fowered.

st colamn had argued earlier A plan
i cointer China conomically”, April IR,
A the Unbon gevernmmnt needs 1o take
the views of all stakehodders < Including

(FDT}
pedlicy, Glven st ull

stat g and Opp Tuwik:
ers— (o frame lonal oy this

mujor

i o mely heavdly an China, India‘'s inabil-
ity tos deconple from: China wasn's ussisl,
e said

Since the two Asian giants are now Lrying
1o reduce border tensions, |t s become
politically acceptable 1o acknowledge
China's impomance in globod supgly chains,
Despite American elfors o dent Chinese
dummumtln*]ol.ul miulactiuring, Ching
continwes o play o Tl e Amerfcan
Hrnpaorts from Ching have indeed falken. But
b fall s been mutched by riskng mports
from countries such as South Korew, Viel-
miink, and Moo, which incroastigly rely on
Cluinese eapl i, Chilnese bt and Chinss:
fenow-how to rum Dhelr Factaries.

Thc wrcalied (.'Mnl*] sirategy wied by

tmue. A national seeurity strtegy document
shaniled be follevwed by & comprohensie made
amal investment strategy document that out-
Hines the sectors in which ndia sh

Putting India on the path to
meaningful EV adoption

ot momih, e Centre announeed Lhe
Prisne Minkster Electric Db Bevolution
2]

ratio of six to 20 EVs per public charger, To
e this b, the PR E-DIUVE acherne has

in
E-DRIVE) schenw, puttiig an end 1o
sproudation about the ftre of the Faster
o and Munufactaing of (Hybrel &) Eleark
Vehicles [FAME) scheme,
Flectric vhicles Vil playa cruciil ke in

e

I whiich
willl serve both lght- and Beavy-duty velvicles,
Seriirigg up charging st hons |8 ewential notonly
wmmmammwr\fmmm

ulmbmlmhwvm However, h‘ nrlky Ik
Dl whvich has lomg

partumd o | Nowts, mmwuulsﬂu
mllhr mtm var by ey bl
ity PV E-DRIVE

mg.nrt{mh)' the wu:um af EVs goes

plementarities with key teading parmers. 1t
st provide clarity an the future of trade
gt iy mnves. anid explain the raclonale
it post policy chamges. Our offioin made
policy documents locus o much on asplr-
Hnal targets, snd voo Limle on the strategy
ad taetics needed o achieve thim.
MiBlions of lusiness owners across he
country have very lintle understanding of
B i wehy Indllin's arade policles ane o
b Al e shl s Do el pokicles — whether
It be a rise im input eriils or

m-nnhuluww\mmmn the UI\\"! pullu-
thon. A

livces 8 wrong emphasison ciectrifying pablic
el massmobitity viehichs, The -ﬁulhna-
themol 4,161 crore (8529 milon) s declicid 10

o0 Clean Tronspartal
warklenussons !‘rmn-mu..u in IxILIumml
Thils b pur ty
inan g wedilicuilar
nlh.mlutwumlm el e Hon,
Lo indvierse Bealth rpacts,
WIme!‘.mNE.dtgmm;m
s usbhered im o ew ermol clectrifica
thon hat a:plwh The ot ol vehicle

n-u:-lnlm-— hit Ehern b, el ke it dif

Bl for i oimpete i global markets.

unel ) exiating
p:lktﬂ Heveare the three iy tkea:
witys [roens the scherne,

ﬂmmwiﬂ?ﬁm' s&.\amllham s alio-
), tharee

cibed for ]
T, mﬂul.rnannm Wmﬂm(mm
P bl i spoTAtion |5 crockal, us buses b
Thet bracicbo e of urbon moblisty, especially o
the s of caly conmmusers In redlan e,

oy Inadequate o serve s urban

st af gwer 471 i lion pevpie,
Actordbng w the mindstry of howstig
v rban afin, dties neod G0 buses
e OO0 resicdents to et bl
trumpont dernd, However, India

an the Chinese wconoimy has unr I'uoll-ul Dhnly the large polivically networked eon- ittt o segranenis; Ooe of the Amit currenily operatis less than ooe-fifilh
Chinese invesmisnts In factories amundﬂw Elomerates are able o deseet which way the st tramsformative elements of the Bh of the requined mumber of uses. Thas,
wiorlil The most striking cxnmple i Viet-  economic policy winds sre Blowing in Lugy: "M E-DRIVE scheme in its focus om att a significont investmentin o buses will
mima, which has rolied exports o the Unlied e’ Delbl and are able (o place thelr bets dociifybig tew vehide segimeniisich = = i bk s g, o

Stotes (US)on the back of Chinese invest-  acconbingly, Grester tr ey b formu: o e-unbulnees pnd e-micks, Among and more efficlent rmportation
menis. Lag year, it rolled out the red carpet— Fating strategle and trade pokicies will heip these. the electrifleation of wucks holds  optians inciies.

for bath Chinese President Xi Jinping and — narrow the information gap hetween big e impartmee, Wik micks constituse Moreover, the sBocntion for vo- snd three
American Prosident Joe Biden, uumhngm fhrms and the rest. Just % of Indin's potnl vehicubar fioet, theyane whelers is significant. Tworwhisclers
Rhees ity e LS 4o comprobiensive st Lowwor{ng discrotion in trade policies will responslbe for s Saggering 4% o COZ emils  mooount for mearly 75% of India's mobor vehide
partnership. The Vietnamese have fought — also help. Where dscretionary changes are slofs I‘ummmuhml am Inociy  sabes mnd bndia s he worlds begest manailac-
Dloody wars agalnst the Americans and  muade. the costs and bepefies of such patiey mﬂw.ﬁxmmuu-.l account for rm'l{ narer of tworwhielors Eleconfying this segmens
agalnat iheChinese, Yet, ey nre unadrald & and subjcted o Link st by vieal for redducing exmlssions but also
o business with elther. The Viewtsmese gove — public serutin. I s rise I stecd artlls rulsed tucks  Jor scouring Dodla's position s o beader i e
ermment woos Chiness [nvestors wiile tak-— the prode mangias of doneestic stes produc ﬂul‘lllhu!lullclhn:mmm.nlurtnl el BV market, From a maobiliy peespocive,
fing American help to protect ks terriworks]  ers bat eroded the profaability snd export Hiowever, L tricks uﬁlﬁdﬂc el widely svalluble eloctric twor
litirns in ihe Soneth Chivo Gea. groweh of cur manufacturees (that use steel p!-n e L [} In wh r " L“Nil‘ay|1t:n|1k'l.|w\:l.

India needs slmilar clarlty in negotiating
s pedationlyips with e two su e r‘t:mu'
It il B cngngge econncnmiically wl ni
wven as it doepoena it sirategic ties with the

s an Lnput), the net benefit {or cost) o the
econanmy must be estirioed und p\bl.l-llu]
Wl el s

o tax on imponts con often end op. brln§ 0y

avwar the pis-
Tulln of kavoe-jerk protectionism might bring
abow predictable trade policles lor frms
with eross-nationnl Hinks.

The corrent geopoliticul moment is o

wlloation of $500 :mru[-’w n'lllmapluryllut

et e deckicatest Rinds for developing
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Dastardly strike

As terrorists kill seven people in Central Kashmir,
concerns grow over the effectiveness of security measures

seven kifled in @ cowardly terronist attack, The people killed wera part of the con-

Adismmnu pattern of tarpetad violence has reaurtaced In Jammu and Kashimi, with

struction team working on the Z-Morh tunnal, which connects Gagangir to Sonamarg
In Central Kashmir's Ganderbal district, Yet another bomb blast occurred In the capital
though no ona was injurad, which ralses concarns about potential coordination between
tarrorist groups and the spread of violance beyond the Valley. While there is no direct
avidance linking the incidents, the possibikty of a broader secunty hreat cannot be ignared.
This latest attack Is part of a troubling trend of ascalating violence against migrant work-
ars In the region, marking tha fitth such incident this year. The recent killings undarscora
a persistent threat 1o life in Kashmir. This latest tragedy follows a series of deadly Inci-
dents in the Valley, The recent wave of terrorist attacks exposes critical vunerabllity of
security apparatus. While authorities, including J and K Chigf Minister Omar Abduliah

and Lisutenant Governor Mano| Sinha, have condamned
thesa acts and pledged to bring the perpetrators o jus-
tice, the recurrent nature of these attacks reveals deep-
ar challenges In counter-termorism measures and secu-
ity protocols. The targeted nature of thasa attacks sug-
gests a deliberate sirategy 1o instil fear among migrant
workers and disrupt ongoing development projects.

By targeting migrant labourers involved in Infrastruc-
ture work, terrorists aim to deter economic activities
that could stabiise the region. These incidents not only
hamper development but also erode the confidence
of workers who play a cruclal role In key Infrastruc-
ture projects. Moraover. the attacks signify a broader

attemnpt to underming the relative peace that has been maintained in recent years. Despit
heightened security measuras and the presence of the miltary In sensitive areas, the
perpetrators have managed to carry out attacks on civillans, highghting significant intal-
ligence gaps and the abllity of miltants 1o exploit weaknesses in the security grid to tar-
get rather sasy groups. A comprehensive raview of security measuras in Jammu and
Kashmir Is urgently needed. Whils military action ramains essential, It needs to be com-
plemented by robust intalligence gathering, better coordination between different secu-
ity agencies and communily-based approaches 1o countering extramist elaments, Tha
current situation also points to the nead for upgrading the securlty apparatus around
camps housing migrant workers and ensuring that projects with a high number of migrant
labourers recelve adequate protection, Another pressing Issue is the soclo-political nar-
rative surrounding such Incidents. There is a need for a unified poditical strategy that
addresses not only the immediate security concerns but also the long-term socio-gco-
nomic challenges that contribute to unrest. Investing In local economiz opportunities,
countering extramist ideclogies through educational inlliatives and strangthening intal-
liganca network can make a kot of difference.
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Global Hunger Index:

M

leading metrics

SANTHOSH MATHEW

The accuracy and intent behind GHI rankings are suspect. Does the GHI truly

reflect India’s reality, or is it a motivated attempt to

he recent Global
Hunger Index (GHI)
repart, which places
Iesclin at o disrmal 105th
position out of 127
countries, has ralsed eyebrows
and sparked conslderable debate,
While hunger and malnutrition
remain preasing global bsues,
the methodology and conclusions
of the GHI, co-authored by two
non-governmental organisa-
tlons—Irish-based Concern
Worldwide and  German
Welthungeshilfe—have drawn
criticivm, particularly from the
Iniblan government and secthins
of soclety,
There I8 a growing concern that
such reports may not just reflect
statistics but also carry political
and geopolitical undertones
|||lI=uP<'|l tarnishing India’s image
on the workd stage, The GHI Is
based on four key Indicators: the
prevalence of unj{rrnuur.ﬂ! ,
child v.'.latll\F. child sturting, and
child mortality, The scores (rom
these Tactars are compiled 1o
place countries on a scale {rom
wero (o hunger) to 1060 (extreme
hunger), with countries scoring
closer to sero seen as having li-
the e o hunger dssues, Indias
scare of 37,3 puts it in the "serl-
ous” hunger category, alongside
42 other countries, Crities of the
CiH1 have ralsed several concerns
about the methodology used in
calculating Indias score.
Firstly, the relinnce on child miar
tality and child stunting indica

toms an primary components of

the hunger index lu problemat .
Indla s o \'IIlII‘IlI'T with a large
population, and while child mal
nutrition i a valid cor  this
bssuse fs not unique 1o India but
vither shared by other develop
Ing countries, By focusing heav
iy on this aspect, the repont
seems o ulsq\mﬁmrhumwly

alise Indla, Additionally, the
I report ukes outdated data
from rlulual siiurces such an the
Warld Flealth Organisation and
the Food and Agrlculture
Organisation [FAQ), India, like
many countries, has boen under-
golng significant lm provements in
toed security through gavern
ment dnitlatives such as the
MNational Pood Security Act, the
Mickday Meal Scheme, and pub
lie disteibution system refarm,
However, these efforts do not

The quiet struggles and
shifting realities of ageing

Having left the traditional joint family behind, we now face loneliness
and the stark realities of ageing in a world that moves rather fast

ecently, | sal sipping
my cup of tea in quiet
contemplation as life

moved around  me,
Unbldden, o strange
thought struck me, In my
younger days, [ often felt
that the old were more rigid
in thelr approach, | am in
my mid-sixties. | still |l|s|rh
these alder than me, In the
olden days, at my sge, |
would have been expected
to move out of the house
hold to spend time in qulet
meditation,

Notuiy longer, We contin
ue to enjoy the worldly
pleasures of life, with the
wddded baggage of rigldity In
attitude. We are more self
centred. There are many
like me In the age group
that we call seniors. | did
not have 1o look fur 1o seek
reasans for these chinges, |
wias in the hoapital a few
months back attending to
the admission and dis-
charge formalities for my
father, 1 was told it was
essential for an attendant 1o
be present to sign varlous
documents at different
stuges of the hospitalisation,
1 do not lkenow i thexe are
mandated rules or if hospi-
tals do this to comply with

thons for many alling single
seniors with children in
distant lands.

We do not contemplate a
life of dependence an ath
ers when we are young,
Having led o life on our
ferms for decades, It Is dif-
ficult o adjust te a life
with rules not set by us, We
belong to the generatlon
that has moved out of the
age-old joint family milicu
o set up unit fumilies, The
interaction with even the
immediate family is limited
1o mecting at lestivals.
One gets to meet the
extended lamily only dur-
ing family weddings, busy
as they are In the dally
grind of their units, 1t |s not
surprising that we now find
ourselves at o crossroads,
The young have their own
lives wnd cannot be expect

ed to be available for each

ache and pain, A few years
g

ck | mel o younger
acquaintance over coflee
“T'he sendors within hiy comy
munity encouraged young
professlonals o join the
governing body of the comy
mun ity welfure association
extending unconditional
support, An things settled,
the young ot no longer
needed to consull the old
for each decision, The
senlors felt rebuffed, and
relationships soured. 1
vecently flew with o medical
professionsl who estab
||l|u'-i o thriving chain of
pathology clinics
.'\pprmu-ﬁinu 60, he has
sold hin business, He s
now working towards
eatublishing old age homes
tor the senlors,

I wan apprehensive because
of the stigma attached to
these facilities. The old feel
a nense of abandonment;
the young feel guiliy. To
face these challenges, he is
starting duycare centres for
sendors, to spend a few
hours engi I wetivities
of their choice, with ade
quate medical facilities
available, As my medical
feiend expounded, the

seem 10 be adequately repre

sented In the data used for the
[ Many believe that the
ilobal Hunger Index s not
Just about numbers but also
absout shaping narratives,

By posdtsoning Incla in mich a
negative light, the report seems
o overshidow the country’s
genuine schievements, Indias
connony |5 imong, the fstest

growing in the world, and lis
agericuliural output has been
connistently high. The coun

try'i fond prochiction is more
than sufficient to meet the
needs of ity population. India
has become o net exporter of
tood graing and hus successiul

ly lawnched programs o
imiprove wccens to lood for s
vant population, Given this
bk mtl. how can India be
ranbed lower than countries
facing severe internal wtrile,
economic collapse and war,
wuch as Afghanistan or even
smaller  nations  like
Hungladeal and Nepal?

It% essenilal to quesilon the
ingentions behind these rank

Inge Are they an honest rellec-
thom of hunger, or do they serve
other Interests? Reports like
the Global Hunger Index can
have far-reaching conse

fuences, nat just for the coun

trben they assess but also for
gleshal perceptions,

Ihe fact that the arganisations
behind the GHI—Cancern
Worldwide (Irish) and
Welthungerhilfe ( German)—
hatl from Western countries
s pt oo unnaticed, It s

ex the question of whether the

THE RELIANCE ON
CHILD MORTALITY

THE HUNGER INDEX
IS PROBLEMATIC.
INDIA IS A COUNTRY
WITH A LARGE
POPULATION, AND
WHILE CHILD
MALNUTRITION IS A ¢!
VALID CONCERN,
THIS ISSUE IS NOT
UNIQUE TO INDIA

. /

tnedex: 1s truly impartial ar if it
subitly reflects geopolitical blas-
ex. Inlia ha Ihlr]l' significant
steides in addressing hunger
arel manlmuteition, but it seems
that these efforts are often
ignoted or underplayed by
such Indices, For instance, the
Pradhan Mantr Carib Kalyan
Anna Yolana, which provided
free food graing 1o over 80
crore people during the
COVID-19 pandemic, 18 one
of the world's Largest food
weurily initiatives, The fact

AND CHILD  that India could pravide this

level o suppart during a glob-

STU NT'NG al E[lhi.l contradicts the narra

thve of widespread | er anel

INDICATORS AS llnl;lﬂl‘l:l:rl'ralfllttlhllstll{,.“!.n l|lr.ll§4I
that hunger exists in India

PRIMARY would be dishonest, bot the sit-
COMPONENTS OF  uation is far more complex

than a single ranking can cap

ture, Hunger is not o static
Issney it ks deeply intertwined
with poverty, access o educs

tion, healthcare, and infra

structure,

The Indlan government has
been tackling these root cous-
en of hunger theough u mulii-
pronged approach  that
ey woclal  welfure
o, employment gener-
v programimes like MGN

REGA, and nutrition pro-
pgrams targeted at women and
chibldren.

Programmes such as the
Integrated Child Development
Services (JC1S) abm o provide
supplementary nutrithon o
lui1||iun~ of pregnant and lac

taging women, abang with chil

dren under six years of age,

malign India’s image?

-.|' w

Meanwhile, the Midday Meal
Scheme, which serves nutri
tious meals to schoal children,
huss had @ significant impact on
reducing malnatrition,
Despite these efforts, it Is
undenlable that India sill
Fucen challen
poverty, the vast nd pop.
ulatlen of the country, and
vegional disparities mike o dif-
ficull to eliminate hunger
overnight. The cancerns rabsed
h;g the Indian government
about the bal Hunger
Index are not without merit,
The index, while clalming to
provide an objective measure
ol hunger, fails to capture the
pronind realities of individual
nations, India, being the sec
o it popuibous country in
the world, s bound 1o face
tssues that smaller nations
wiith mere homageneous pop
ulations do not

i!{ ninting Inidia o

where hunger bs

rative that und
substantial progres
the country, 1t alse
couruging the effor
working tirelessly on the
pround to ensire that no one
ﬂm to bed hungry,

hat s needed I nol blased
rankings or politically motivat-
ed reparts but genuine collab.
oratlon between natlons to
tackle the glotal hunger crisis.
Awowe rellect on the GHI, one
thiingg s clear: sttistics alone do
nol tell the whele story,

{The writer iz an associate

profesor; views are personal)
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SANJAY CHANDRA

mujor challenge for the old
in loneliness resulting in
Inadequate communication,
which In time may lead o
dementia,
1 would have atiributed
obsesslon with self 1o inse
curitien over the advancing
age, had [ not witnessed the
wame even in the young, A
feeling of inadequacy can
strike wnyone irrespective of
age,
We are yel o evolve into o
soclely that respects and
cares lor all. It s the respon
wbility of each member of
the community to help oth-
ers feel loved and cher
Inhed,
American suthor and mat
vatlonal speaker, Felice
Buscaglia, sumwn as ‘Dr
Lowve, said, “It Is not enough
tos have lved. We should be
determined to live for
something. May [ suggest
that it be creating Joy for
others, sharing what we
have for the betterment of
persankingd, bringing hope
to the Jowt and love to the
lonely”
(The author s an electrical
enginger with the Indian
Railways and condugts
dlagses in ereartve u-rHHr#'.'
views are personal)

OMAR ADVOCATES STATEHOOD
Madam — Apropos of “We will not give
Kashmir' m\.-mlm 20), the demand of
the newly elected government of | and
K under Omar Abdullab Tor full state
hood i not at divergence with the vow
of the Modi government on the floor of
the Parliament for granting the statehood
o Jarmimu and Ku\?\ mir. The only differ
ence In the time factor looking at the
highly valatile and inflammable borders
infested with Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ints and Pakistan’s propaganda agalnst
Indin on all international platformy,
Omar Abdullah government should not
whe to show down with the Centre under
the political pressure of those who lost
clections and whom people rejected in
Assembly elections, The Natlonal
Conference, while keeping ¢
b,‘l}“ has a belier opportunity ol d
nation with the Modi government for
betterment and all-round growth of the
State as Congress has turned itselfl into
w sworn enermy of PM Modl and bs prone
to confrontation with him, People have
clected the National Conlerence for
\I:wlul\nwm. education, health, indus
try and |ob creatlon, not for confronta
taon with the Centre, Terroriam W the
baggest threat 1o the State for destabilis-
ingg o, and it comes from across the bor
der, Since the Indian army and paramil
itary forces are well equipped 1o combat
terrorism and neutralise the wrrorists,
the Seate government should restrict isell
1o the state administration

Vinod Johel | Delli

INDIA'S HUNGER CHALLENGE

Madam — The 2024 Global Hunger
Index report, in which India ranks 105
among 117 countrics, must nol be
Ian\-\I. The nutrition ndicators for chil
dren under ﬁryrms show that 1 out ol 3
children (35,5 per cent) in a victim of
stunting. Now, how can o counlry com
pete with others when the growth of
more than one third of its future work
fisrce has been stunted for not getting
enough food 1o cat? A study says that

hll“!lﬂlﬂ climate Change

shift iy temperature and weather

conditions, These shifts may be
nitural but since the 1800s, human
activitles have been the main driver of cl
e change. Bursing coal, oll and gas 1o
generaie electricity and heat or to make
goods ke cement, steel and electronics
produces carbon dioxide und other
greenhouse gases that pollute the alr o

Cllmalc change refers 1o o long-term

muny gy workers in India have o work
for 10 tor 14 hours daily for their employ
ers i enrn Jess than Rs 10,000 per month,
While overwork damages their health,
the poor wage makes their child
family members compromise on
intake,
This is nothing but exploltation, The
Centre should allocate more funds for
Introducing breakfast in addition 1o the
midday meal for all government and
ulded schools from the nuesery level, It
Is highly commendable that some states
and unlon territories provide addition
ul btems such ax milk, eggs, und frules o
students froms thelr own resourees, But
why sheould not the centre itself allocate
the funds for the same for giving those
rutritious food ems to students all over
the country? Otherwise, students of all
the states in [ndia will not get those sddi
tlonal, nutritious food llems,

Sujit De | Kolkata

KIWIS STUN INDIA
Madam — It double the joy nl'wmnmr
overseas and certalnly for New Zealand,

i large extent, As lemperature rises, more
muoisture evaporates, which exacerbates
extrerne rindill and Booding causes more
destructive storms. Climate change also
changes water availability, making it
scarcer bn more reglons.
According w the Climate Change Act
2017, local bodies mut consider climate
change when preparing their municipal
heabt m:niwﬁlhuh:g plan, Local bodies
must rilse awareness about climate
change and how to adopt and mitigate its
elfects, They must encourdge electric
vehiclen within clty lumits, Establishing
minimum energy for housing (nfra-
wiructure and renewable energy by cre-
ting ordinances und bylaws to help the
community adopt climate change is the
urgent wark of the urban local bodies.
1 Victor Selvaral | Tirumelvelt

this victory Is so special since they won
a test after 36 years 1o cluim 1-0 up in this
series at Bengalury. When Indians were
dismissed for a paliry 46 in the first
aning, the hope of skipper Rohit Shama
wian diminlghed, but the ra G Was
enlightened by the scintillating 150 by
young Sarfaraz Khan .\Iunu with the
swanhbuckling knock of 99 from Rishab

=5

Pant in the second inning,

Though the Indian scored 462, the luter
order failed 10 capltalise on their com-
placent batting, A target of 107 for the
Kiwls to chase became o customary one
und Rachin Ravindray high-powered 134
i the fiest and an unbeaten 39 in the sec
ond Innings brought the Kiwis o com
fortable win at the end. The gesture from
Ravindra's father came by way of his
thanksglving to CSK Academy, where
Ravindea took his weel-long practice just
before this series is worth observing for
this young gun's success,

AP Thivuvadi | Chennal

Sand your leedback lo:
Ietterstoploneeri@gmail. com




/. dailypioneer.com

s
+1ICOLUMN

[E FEAR OF LOSS AND THE
JUEST FOR INNER PEACE

cepting life’s impermanence may
be the key to transcending fear

¥
o,

FAVI VALLURIE

intrinsically fearful of ioss. Mispiac
m‘dtimum Say misiaying of property, mﬂ\.rmum-
fon, posiion, power, pell, heaith and most importandly, ie_ John's
changed) sheely voice suddendy irsmbled and guivered as he
e the prefendious cefl phone. Rache! (name changed), his daugh-
| met with 2 grievous car crash and was whesled into the iICU
:stimable hospital, Death is the acton or fact of dying or being
the end of lile of 2 person or an organism.
| years apo, & Japanese warmor was capiured by his adversanes
s confined 1o 3 dengeon. That {fateful night he iDssed and tumad
sywmmmm fearing the foliowing day when he
fortured and eventually exscuted. He was star-
mnsmmmmmmmm
en Masier “Tomormow is nol real it is an Blusion. The only real-
ow.” Heeding these esoleric words, the warmor overcame the
0 condiinn he was encountening and soon his mind became fran-
i he fell asiaep. fear arise in our minds
it aliment or impending death. No one wishes io pass from being

=do of the human mind is fhe desire to remain eemally immaor-
figns of cells in the human body perish and are regenerated. But
ot el or wiaketul of this reality. Do humians compose dimgies
25 T Catulius or Properiius for e dead cefis? Or do we camouse
wiige in deiriam on the birth of new cells and racite ‘Happy Birthiday’

?ﬂunmmﬂ mmmmmuwmm
not wand 10 die io get there! And yet death is e destination we
re. No one has ever escaped iL” Be # Rachel or fhe Japanese
0o One has ever attsined perpetuity or everlaslingness; how-
are-hnucided a person may be. he remains a giass jaw 1o the

ingsiers ioday cannonaded by gizmos and technology become
and bored of ¥ at the young ages of twenty, thirty and hotioot
If out their ves. Life i indzed holy and haliowsd, too vakmable
Imammmmhmmm‘ﬂ
N0 magic potion which

ying and unraveling this mystery has confronted the minds of

and those of and tech-
5 afike. A Zen Master was umeell and desired fo cast away his
s pupits implored hem that he ought fo live longer and dissem-

facebook com/daitypioneer | @TheDallyPioneer | instagram com/dadypioneer/

Unlocking the full

potential of GatiShakti

e

T UTIAM GUPTA

The PM GatiShakti initiative is revolutionising India’s infrastructure by integrating digital
planning tools to expedite project completion and improve multimodal connectivity

coording to the Secretary of
the Department for
Pramotion of Industry snd
Internal Trade (DPIIT), B
Amardeep Singh Bhatia, as
many as 208 big-ticket infrastructure
prosects including roads (101), railways
{73}, urban development (12) and oil
and {4) worth Rs 1539,0600 crore
have been recommended for
under the PM GatiShakti initiative so
far. These projects have been recom-
mended by an inter-ministerial
known 33 the Network Plannin,
G

(NMP). L&mdmdm{khﬂ)cf‘ﬂ_! the
PM Gati Shakti NMP is a transforma-
tive Rs 100 lakh crore ative simed
at revolotionising the infrastrocture in
India aver the next five years.

Tts vision is to creaie a world-class inde-
grated infrastrocture that improves
the ease of living, boosts economic
growth and makes Indian SE5
more competitive. It does so by expe-
.inmig project completion, reducing

ines, enhancing multimodal con-

nectivity, boosting efficiency scross
sectors, benefiting logistics (s jargon for
handling, storage and transportation)
creating jobs and fostering innovation.
How does it work? The PM GatiShakri
NMP has been developed as 3 Digital
Master Planning toal. I works on a
dynamic Geographic Information
‘i}y{m (GIS) platform wherein data
on specific 1.|um plans of all the 16
Ministries’Departments dealing with
infrastructure sectors 2s well as of the
Sistes have been incorporated within
s comprehensive database.

The NMP portal has aver 1,600 layers
of geospatial duta, showing all physi-
cal and social infrastrocture of an arca

viz land, ports, forests, and highways

AS MANY AS 156

GAPS IN

and so on. The NMP revalves around |NFHASTHUCTURE

seven primary sectors that are funda-
mental to economic growth and ensor-
ing seamless conmectivity. These sec-
tors are lﬂ.'llii. Y‘u\l"rﬁ, ponx. an
mass ransport, waterways and
tics infrastructure.

These are further supported and com-
plemented by sectors like energy (all
fuels such as petrol, diesel. ATF, natur-
al gas and power etc) transmission, IT
communication, bulk water and sew-
erage, and socal infrastructure. The
inter-ministerisl NPG has representa-
tions {rom the connectivity infrastruc-
ture ‘departments, involving

10
FOR

ngjt-‘

FERT

i profound LE] et
e it i e or death, lef & be." The Master was ecstafic with the
s and passed away, "L it be” i much more than 2 mere agho-
s a state of mind,
astras impress that the human mind is nfluenced by place, fime,
ast impressions and associtions #nd fe actons of individe-
2 inofprints bear both efficacious and antinatheSc impacts on
man mind. Humans are enslaved by the above-menfioned fac-
d habits and, 2s & resull. involuntarily superintendents aur per-
15, atitudes and hehawiour
er a period if we 2 not aware of these negative emoBions they
und D aroedy, anger apOression. covelnuSnESs, iow seif-esieem.
ar Knowiedge about the impermanence of e and varisgaled
sions can be gained only through reguiar praciice of pranaya-
ctarshian Kriya, meditation, or mindful observation of breath. This
secre and the only fruth.

(The writer is the CED of Chhatfisgarh East Railway Lid and
hhattisgarm East West Railway Lit. He is a faculty of the Art of

Living; views are personal)

i

their heads of network planning divi-
sion to ensure unified planning and
integration of the proposals.

The NPG mects every fortnight and
sppraises infra projects to ensure
multi-modality (s term used 1o connate
severs| different modes of transporta-
tion to get cargo from the
factory/port/warchouse to a client’s
front door), synchronisation of efforts,
and comprehensive development in
and around the project location. All
logistics and comnectivity infrastrociure
projects warth over Rs 500 crore are
routed through the NPG. The NPG's
approval is required even before mak-
ing s DPR ( Detsiled Project Report) at
the planning stage. Thercafter, the
project follows the normal procedure
of approval by the Public Investment
Board (PIB) or Deparimeni of

UN

PORTS AND
MOVEMENT
OF BULK

COMMODITIES

LIKE COAL,
CEMENT,
ILIZERS AND

FOOD GRAINS,

HAVE BEEN

IDENTIFIED FOR
INTERVENTION

DER THE PM
GAT| SHAKTI
INITIATIVE

Expenditure under the Ministry
of Finance (MoF) and the
Cabinet.

Pui simply, NMP provides on a
centralised portal, a 360-degree

view of a1l the existing
projects/initiatives, those under
implementstion as well as pro-
jects under planning stage acnoss
all ministries and departments
and offers visibility into all crit-
ical data relevant to efficient
planning and cxecution. It helps
in the identification of critical
ﬁuﬂ infrastructare, helping to
the most efficient routes for
([ﬂnipﬁlluljll“‘ l!dﬂil!!g COsts,
and minimising delays
As many as 156 gaps in infra-
strocture to ports and for move-
ment of bulk commodities like
coal, cement, fertilisers and food
grains, have been identified for
intervention under the PM
GatiShakti initiative.
The plan also helps in priocitis-
ing projects more effectively by
leveraging cross-sector interac-
tions, tmu:ini‘l:n\a( the min-
istries work in any to align
the projects and allocate
resources optimally - based on
national priorities - avoiding
duplication and redundancies.
The wpfromt spproval by the
NPG even before the minisiry
prepares the DPR can help it in
making the RIGHT choices, pre-
vent delays and avoid colossal
wastage of resources that were
germane to the earlier dispensa-
tions when the istries and

adjustments to keep projects on
schedule)

The phenomenal increase in the
capacity in all cruc reas such
a3 ports, airports, railways, high-
ways. roads and so on is a testa-
ment to the success of efforts
made under PM GatiShakii,
But, we have a long way 1o go
The target of Rs 100 kakh crore
investment for building the infra-
strocture over five years was sct
by Finance Minister Nirmals
Sithsraman in her maiden

for 2019-20 {out of this, 39 per
cent or Rs 900,000 crore was to
come from the Centre and an
equal amount from States and the
balance Rs 2200,000 crore from
the private sector)

Againat this, the investment cov-
ered under PM GatiShakii is Rs
1539,000 crore which is just
about 15 percent. Even when we
take this as 2 proportion of the
investment commitment by the
Centre (presumably all projects
under PM GatiShakti are central-
ly sponsared), this works out 1o
40 per cent. As for the States, they
are far behind in meeting their
overall investment target of Rs
3900000 crore.

And, very few of them such as
Uttar Pradesh, and Gujarat have
boarded the PM GatiShakii plat-
form.

The rm by ensuring visibil-
ity, identification of bottlenecks
and better coordination can help
upcdllc Jppnw.n!.{ bt it can't be
Is have

departments were working in
silos - in an uncoordinated man-
ner - unaware of the happenings
and work in progress in other
departments and bereft of the
crucial dats on KEY parameters.
The PM GatiShakti is a robust
system working on real real-
time basis in a dynamic frame-
work 1o guide plhqul planning
and execution (monitoring
throogh satellite imagery ensures
that the ministries can track
progress and make necessary

to be given I!} the concerned
authorities a1 the centrsl and
State levels. Here, projects face
long delays especially when it
comes to getting environmental
and land clearances.

Local protesis exscerbaie the
delays. “Warking in silos’ syn-
drome docsn't go away just
becsuse Modi has given a plat-
form 1o the burcaucrats in vari-
ous Ministries 1o sit together and
thrash out issues.

Sticking to their stance, especial-

ly when it comes to staking their
claim to resources (sach conflicts
are seen more in major projects
like roads and railways) often
leads 1o delays. Further, a lack of
coordination with the states, a5
seen in the Sagarmals and
Bharstmala projects, has led 10
slower progress
Oudated or incomplete data isa
major bottleneck. For instance,
while land records are d:glmﬂi
in 13 states, the rest
This hampers the :mmeema
tion of projects in states where
land records are not digitised as
well as roads/highways projects,
power transmission lines, and oil
and gas pipelines passing
through these states.
Even as the PM GatiShakei plat-
form allovws for real-time frack-
ing, the authoritics don't always
make project updates regular,
which delays completion. This is
particularly troe of rural road
projects in many districts leading
to slow progress.
The investment by the private
secior is nowhere near the target
of Rs 2200000 crorc sct by
Sitharaman. In the roads/high-
ways sector, even as the govern-
ment has asked private players to
come under public-private part-
nerships (PPPs) mode, the lai-
ter's response isn't encouraging
leaving it 1o the former 1o take on
the load.
The boulenecks lead 1o contin-
ving project delays and cost
overruns which cause high tar-
iff#service charges across all sec-
tors highways, railways, ports,
A_ir arts, power transmi ssion,
fuel transportation etc.
These come in the way of mak-
ing Indian businesses more com-
petitive and ease of living for the
common man. All Stakeholders
particularly the States should
work 1o surmount the bottle-
necks to enable FM GatiShalkti 1o
deliver its full potential.

{The writer is a policy analyst;
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»w India’s workforce can benefit from the world’s growing demand
ping into this opportunity requires a systematic approach to connect Indian talent with international employers

labouwr fiorce is one of
atrst assets, with mil-
of shilled workers
crovss various indus-
cluding healthcare,
ction, information
and eny
+ Gespite this abun
talent, many of these
struggie to find suit-
oyment within the
The global lsbour
on the other hand, is
gly facing dmfup
ame sectors. Bridging
nas been a ngmfn:am

L,
Skill Shortage and
| jor Indian Taleni
past decade, countries
urope. the Middle
i parts of Asia have
ing critical shortages
i lshour.

like ageing populs-

ADITI BANERJEE
tions, changing work prefer-

ences, and evolving sechnalog-
ical needs have driven these
regions to sock out talent
from countrics like India
Healthcare, construction, IT,
and logistics sre some of the
indusiries experiencing the
maost pressing short,

We !\E::d |::.'= mng:ls:: this
demand early on and respond
by connecting skilled Indian
professionals with global

Flmhdp in sligning the

skill sets of Indian workers
with international stundards
and job requinements, offering
thiusands secure employment
OVErSEas.

A Systematic Approach to
Global Mobilisation. The
waridorce mobilization modd
should ensure that the process
is smooth and transparemt
for both the workers and the
employers. The on B
focuses on several key stages:
Talent and Skill Gaps: We
should cenduct thorough
assessments of candidates,
ensuring they meet interna-
tional job requirements. By

.:ihbmn:&:\n]:w;r
institutes,

!\g Ilnlllti to
candidates who need it
ng With estab-

lished relationships with
employers in countries soch =5

Germany, Canada, and the
UAE, oeganisations can ensure
that candidates are placed in
roles that match their qualifi-
cations and aspirstions.
Navigating Cnmpkxnlﬂ-
Overseas job placement is
fraught with regulatory hur-
dies, but offering complete
support with visas, documen-
wstion, and legal compliance,
ensures candidates can focus
on their carcers with-
out administrative delays,
Waorker

Supporting
The organisation provides
post-placement assistance,
offering s with reloca-
tion and helping candidates
adpat o new cultural environ-
menis.
This ensares long-term suc-
cess for workers abroad.
g the Industry’s Future
Beyond individusl place-

contracts b-cfnw they travel

not
¥ interests of
Inclian workers bot also builds
trust with al emmy TS,
e el rmand e i
Labour is & an all-time hi
and India has the talent 1w
meet this necd. Many organ-
isations have pitched in to fill
this

s work
ng the broader Lund-
international labogr
migration. There has to be a
system for falr recruitment
practices and the of

sape

workers' 5 s crifical
in an |nmn that is often
phgll:.ﬁ by staries of worker
expl jitation and unethical
recruitment agencies,

A transparent ensures
that workers are fully
infirmed of the terms of their

g.ap. ¢ Billiony' crestes
di -paying employ-
ment cﬂ:-nr(uns.lﬁ for Indian

wiirkers overseas. Since start-
ingin 2018, it has facilitaicd
over 4,000 Indisn workers
bein, ed in global mles.
Itis igu!::-.:oi Mﬁng individ-
wals find jobs; we're building
sustainable careers that devate
both the worker and their
families.

Women Empowerment: A
particulariy noteworthy aspect
of susch an crganiation’s work

is its focus on women and for their families and commuo-
young professionals. The glob-  mities.
al job market offers pnique  Economic Benefils: Indiss

opportunitics for these

ruiinl].ldy in m‘hlsm
calthcare and hospitality.

Targeted programs need 1o

alm &l crnpowering women 1o
enter these ficlds and secore

high-paying jobs shroad.
This i especially significant
in a country like India, where
barriers to women's employ-
ment are still prevalent in
many scclors. Organisa-
tiou's efforts 1o provide train-
Jngmdc:nm._num flor nurs-
ing professionals, for example,
Thave opened up umities
fior hundreds of women 1o
wark in countries where there
is a growing demand for
healthcare workers. This not
only benefits the individual
bt also creates ripple effects

skilled labwwsr foece is not ondy
coniributing  to  the
economies of the countries
where they work but also
bringing significant benefits
o India itself Remittances
sent home by overseas work-
rs are a major source of for-
eign exchange and play 2
crucial role in the economic
development. By placing
warkers in global jobs, we can
help alleviate some of the
domestic unemployment
pressures. This is especially
important for sectors like
construction where thereisa

u::l\..lm of skilled lsbour in

[]"he writer is CPQ & Co-
Founder of Magic Biliior;
views are personal)
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Trouble in the air

India needs legislative muscle to tackle the spate of
hoax bomb threats to airlines

HE RECENT SLEW of hoax bomb threats (the number crossed

100 on Monday) recelved by Indian airlines s deeply disturbing.

Itappears that 2024 s the year of bomb huam fnrlndia as back

In May,a stmilar pattern was seen with ttutions.
‘While such false threats are not new, the problem appears to have been
exacetbated with social media — the current thread of threats have orig-
inated from now-suspended Xaccounts,with their IFaddresses linked to
Europe. Intercepting the culprits i made harder because VPN, which
allows users to mask their 1P addresses, helps create a serles of red her-
rings for the authorities to follow.

With technological advances, playing this cat-and-mouse game often
yields little results — even now, the perpetrators who have been inter-
cepted have been fewand far between, the latest being a 17 -year-old from
Chhattisgarh. The needle then turns to the Law of the land, which s where
provisions have been lacking, India has no specific law that pertains to
providing false information to anyone that may incite mass panic, and
thias far, the approach to such incidences has been a piecemeal one, Some
are booked under the Indian Penal Code, where imprisonment varies from
six months to three years, along with a fine.

Perhaps it Is this ambigulty and, for the lack of a beLtzrw\ord Bunim:cy,

: Opinion

HE US DEPARTMENT of Jus-
tice (DO]) is again facing
down a corporate behemoth
with the potential to reshape
the competitive landscape of
technology — this time it's Google. Forsey-
eralyears, the DOJ and varlous state attor-
neys general have claimed that Google
exerts unidue control over online search,
digitaladvertising, and the broader inter-
niet ecosystem. Now, as an antitrust judg-
ment against the tech glant looms, one of

:Dn;idurh'lglnmmlybmakjnguppam
of Google's opertions but also forcing it
to share its data with third-party com-
petitors (shorturLat/MeSa). While

‘which hasledto this problem being what it s today. Seeing

threatsare and the panic and psychological distress ﬂu.'y create for the pas-

sengers, thelr fa.milics,lh: aumurlt!ns and the exchequer, the punishment
1 i --uma_l-mmlhuwinm-

measly,
cepted in past years, theiri
menaIdlsputzﬂtuwantingm halt the ﬂi@laameymmrumhtgiaw ‘l'hls

fourown creation, Wi ringent punishmentsin place,
suminclduntswum not be seenas pranks or be taken so lightly by the per-
petrators. The fact that authorities are still scrambling to identify the cul-
pritsis anembartassment for the ldian law enforcement machinery,which
does not augurwell for the fast-growing Indian aviation industry,

It has been reported that the mindstry for civil aviation has been study-
Ing the guidelines of the [nlnmallmlcl\filA\dauun Organkzation, as well
asfrom othercountres. Onecan| { el of France'sboak,
asthe nation nnd:rwnnlaveryaimilarmaﬁa Iasl}rea.ramund the same
time, The French law enforcement launched 22 investigations and made
18 arrests, the majority of which were minots. French law also states that
such hoaxes are punishable by a three-year imprisonment and a €45 000
fine. Other countries with stringent antl-bomb hoax laws include the US
(five-yearimprisonment witha ﬂmﬂnn! and the UK {imprisonment up
to six months and a £1,000 fine). This is in stark contrast with Union min-
Ister of civil aviation Kinfarapu Ram Mohan Naidu's statement on Mnnda}r
that the hoaxes are"isolated incidents”and that the Centre

® TECHPROOF EXPRESS
WHILE DESIGNED TO REVIVE COMPETITION, IT MAY HAVE UNINTENDED EFFECTS ON USER PRIVACY

Google break-up risks

SIDDHARTH PAI

Technology consultant and verture capitalist
iy imvtration

compuiter market. Though the DO] never
entirely succeaded in breaking up [BM
(though it did foree it to create a technaol -
ngynewlsuumbnldh:ywimlunwnmm-

t]. thel i

contributed tothe risef competitorslike

advantage is curtailed,

This is where the idea of forced data-
sharing comes in, The DO hopes to level
the playing fleld by requiring Google to
miake lts data avallable to competitors,
Smaller search mFlnEs digital advertis-

® DELIMITATION JITTERS
Tamil Madu chief minister MK Stalin
That blessing doesn't mean beget 16
children... now a situation has arisen where
people think they should now literally raise 16
children and not a small and prosperous family

[fthe DOJmandates that Google share
ftsdata,itc
lions of users” private information tonew
threats, Europe's General Data Protection
Regulat could con-
flict with forced data-sharing, given its
emphasis on Bmiting data collection and
enforcing the principleof data minimisa-
thon, Sharing wser data with third parties
on jght violate these principles,
creatinga begal clash between regulatory
framewarks n difforent jurisdictions.
Moreover,users trust Google (however
atto

mfplv_:‘ct. Introducing more pin}:\em. E\a_ch

Microsoft and Inted, the com-

o, oukd

How, it's Google's turn, But there's a

deslgned | this puter industry.
slignific
C o5 for user privacy,
To 1 how the DO] il

kﬂ-ydlﬁnum while previous break-ups

ceed to weaken Gaoogle's melkn :Ir.lml
nance, It's helpfu:l to look back at other

about dividing physical
a!sctn {like phone lines or

theoretbcally use Google's data to build
Iu.n:e«prudmmmmlngmrumdﬂllmle

practices, complic y murky
data privacy landscape. [t's sasy to imag-
ine a future where attempting to reduce

reason to leave Googl
On paper, an:ed data-sharing may
soem a plavsblesolutlon to

{Gaagle's po
vacy problem.
Glven these concerns, breaking up

computer data centres),
Fom e ;

ntitrust cases and
Google fits in— and how the delicate bat-
ance between market and

consumer privacy might be upset inways
few anticipate. The DOJ's case against
Google harkens hack to some of US"most
famous antitrst cases. Two cases serve
as prime examples: the break-up of ATET
In 1984 and the confrontation with [BAM
Inthe 1970s.

ATET, a government-sanctioned
mionopaly for much of the 20th century,
provided nearly all telephone services
across the LS, But its stranglehold on the
telecommumications market left littie

Breaking up ::j'-g:wwr, Google's data

troves of data. Google' i is susceptible. It includes
Justamat- bGD.ugl..’ v.a:"ﬂu. detailed information about
ter of market share; it's a USIN@sS UNILS MBY . gividual users' search

G

Jike a mare stralghtforward remedy than
forced data-sharing.Some have proposed
that Google'sadvertising business be sep-
arated from its search engine or that

function of the immense  seem like a more  habits g historles, pun off as a to entit

data bt hillbons ightforward locations, and even voice 'llbm ﬁtrucmral ch.mgu wou]d Iimlt

of users. Every search query, remedy than recordings via services like

YouTube view, Gmail mes- [? d -shasin Google Assistant. Whila dl.ﬂmm pwdul:ln,dhnh!l.ﬂlh!g Iun:lm

sage, and Google Maps forced data-sharing oo iutfisfacfromper- | petitive

directhon Is part of an enor- fect when protecting this data be shared,

mous diata reservoir that data— However, upofthismag-

fuels its ad targeting algorithms and  ple fines and lawsults over privacy viela- nitude would face numerous hurdles.
tons — ktatillhas ac Google hasy

product improvernents. Competitors like
offar

Bingor DuckDuckd plye

I preci-

room forc oreus-
tomer cholee, After years of legal battles,
the DO] ultlnmtniy forced ATRT to divest

treasure trove of information.
This creates a vicious cycle: more

structure unely.

But what I1.1ppenu when this data is
handed over to tmwny campanies?
Even with strict guldelines or oversight,
the risks of data breaches, miswse, or even

ity Inte
seven” Baly Bells” J'.hlslm-nlulpdmmnt
lcallychanged the industry, ushering inan
e of campetithon that spurred innova-

toamend the aircraft security rules and put the culprits ona m-l‘l)rlisl for
severalyears. This"strong stance™will hardly be enough, With theadvent of
technology, the law enforcement of the land must evolve to keep up with
cybercriminals. it would be best if India cracks down onsuch incidents and
divises an approach which deters perpetrators,

The need to know who
was Bitcoin's Satoshi

WHO 15 OR hy of Bitcoln? Arecent HEO documen-
tary names Peter Todd, with the possible assistance of Adam Back Suffice to mythe

cmmuinicati d, later,the
Internet. Similarly, in the 1970s, 1BM
faced accusations of monopaolising the

mare data, L-nh;:n:iug the company’s
products, and attracting even more
users. The DOJ is well aware that com-
petitors will continue to struggle to gain
ameaningful foothold in search or digi-
tal advertising untess Google's data

multiply as more
entities gain access to sensitive informa-
tion. Smaller competitoes may not have
the same robust security protocols as
Google.And once this data ks in the hands
of additional parties, its potential to be
mismanaged increases exponentlalky,

it
I&seniceﬁ,npa.:“hngnd]{ﬂctﬂltoupmm
Ita arms without harming the user experi-
ence or the underlying technology infra-
structure. As with any major corporate
break-up.significant legal challenges and
Ingistical nkghtmares would exist,

s the DOJ moves forward, it faces a
critical challenge: ensuring its actions
truby benefit consumers and not simply
replace one monopoly with a new set of

problemis. it a tall order, but one that will
define the next era.of technology,

India’s effective sovereign debt overstated

Gol should accurately estimate net govt debt-to-GDP
by including the market value of EPFO’s non-govt
investments to secure an optimal sovereign rating

NANDINI VUAYARAGHAVAN

CFA chaster halder and analyst

THE GOVERNMENT OF India's (Gol) re-
1'ny the maost conservative among Askan
nations. According to the Report of the
Auditor General of India

and government service insurance syst-

L : 5 043 gree asuEMnrrJL But the market
i Fils

ems, to be 9 of Phillppines’ GDP. S&F
deducted the Indonesian governmeant's
ligguid as sets toarriveat the 2023 net gov-
ernment debt-to-GOPof 15.7%, which s

and Budget Management Act, 2003 for

truth h lon, bart it lsworth asking:
Therelsin tﬁ!:]al‘itah‘ C
financ allyaswell, tober about Comptrolle
who could have created more than §1 trillion in lmrket capltalisation, onCompliancaaf the Fiscal
Presume! I hwe
Inneyi i f hedied in 2014 Under

this scenario, Satoshi's Intact: He or she

ous and cannot do anything to disgrace Bitooin. Satoshi's arge and waluable "origin
hilock™of Bitcoin is less lilely to be sold, It might be frozen forever, with its curment
valuein the tens of billions of dollars,

the year 2021-22, Gol reparts debt net of

than ]
39.3% debt-to-GDI The Indoneslan gov-
ernment's liguid assets conaist of its dep-

cash. hilippir report
two debt metrics — ng;mgntc debtand
debt net of intra-government borrowing,
which in 2023 were m.x%and 55.7%af

asitsat

I.nvﬁtmenulnnnn-wmlmm securit-
fies are sizable, If these assets and govern-
ment deposits with the RELare deducted
from third-party debt, India’s March net
povernment debt-to-GDP moderates to
61,50, There is a caveat to this estimate,
though. The EPFC reports the book value

SaF hat Inelia’ d
government debt are almost ldentical;
Gal' the

of ts government securities; the
mad::'t walue may be higher and net gov-
debst-to- GDPlowerthan 61.5%.

A decrased Satoshi also means that Satoshl cannot step forward and advocate GEP respectively. The Si e goverT-
changes inthe nules of Bltcoin,such as enabiing the creation of more Bitcoln, That too mﬂnlannnunned in June 2023 that its PROFILE OF INDIA'S GOVERNMENT DEBT
15 likely bullish for the valuwe of Bitcoin A living Satoshi, in contrast, might exercise ts exoend
cnnsiderable sway over Bitcoin users and institutbons, if he or she stepped forwand debt, which is over 150% of GDE. lv&l' R crace
anduuggeslodmmemludnngm reparts | nant Ureon & g debt

A parallel ructive. Mostof th major based debt-to-GDP ratlo for Singapore. Gol's of which

That Tig canser i i - T
‘harismatic horeceiva g I one of the factors that constrain India's
esand gaffes It for Bitcoin If Satoshi s no tallve, I.an!mm central to state govis

It also matters If Satoshl was a single: person ora small team. If a single person,
that might mean future innovations are more likely than generally thought: 1If
Satoshi is a lone individual, tlmn mnybc there there are more

geniuse:

savereign rating at BRB-/Baad.
Gal'sintra- i

the Centre
securities the sovereign's

out there, O th

are easier to keep than people think. If that's the case, then
i " heorh

truer

y
care to admit,

According to many speculations, Satoshi came out of a
movernent obsessed with a-cash and e-gold mechanisms,
dating to the 1980s. People from those movements who

Nk Szabo, Hal Finney, Wed Dal, David Chavm,and Douglas

whnlly -ownird arms — EEPFO, NABARD,
IFCI, EXIM Banik, Tousing Bank,

EPFO hwt secufities [1]
NABARD, IFCY, Exirn Bank, WHE & SIOB!
Investrments In gevemment securities [1]
Unlon & state gavts' third-party debt

and Sidbi — hold, After deducting intra-
povernment borrowings, Gol's FY 2024
third-party debt-to-GDP ls 77.6% vis-a-
visthe 8620 debt-to-GDP,

Abey metric S&P g sover.

State & central govt depasits with RBE
Market vabie of Gol's holdings in listed PSUs
Non-gowt EPFO investrents Géace vale (1)
Mt g debt

eign ratings is net government debt-to-
GDP. 58P says it deducted Philippines
B held in the bond

Jacksan, amang others. At the time, th

productsdidnot
tainable The besson here would be that movements do not
in

:ruiy.md par thy Fall. It is th
10 by hing useful might come
nmnfthosenmmﬁ
H Peter 1shi, then it i thie abil-
Ityofvery | beenworking on Biteain

and the associated white paper asa stud.ent in his early 20s.At the same timae, if the
Adam

obder
Whoever Satoshi mayhe tha fact that the origin block hm not been moved raises
notwanit tabe multi-
billionaires? What reasons might there be for not cashing in? Perhaps Satoshi died
very suddenly — but L dylng Satoshi might have been expected to allocate the
lativeartocharity, Ordid.
word ina fit of pigque or possible self-restraint?
One of the more extreme {and to me fess plausible) theories is that the ClAis
Satoshi,orat beast behind Satoshd, Ifthat's true, then the ClAls far mote Innovative than

Tthought. It ks widely foritscr ic talent, but it
eing innovative.
‘Whatever the story, Illnaverylmerutlngone Perhaps Satoshi ln mlhilw and
correctlyidentifies ext Somieday, |
WA Imwtul:hangenur\duwu
of theworld accordingly.

Intra-sector-debt hokdings,
and the sovereign’s quid assets to derive
the 202 2 net governinent debt-to-GDPof
45,20, 58 Pestimates liquid assets, which

Imi .1nd cumlmn:lal banks and cash and

security

mnnﬂuw [
CGovemmant debt /GOP
Third-party government dett /GOP
Met government debit G0

Markist value of Gol's heldings in lated PSUs/GOP

FY20 FYym | FY2s
15,815,415 | 18459993 | 254923
1149360 | 1j#955H | 256355
16081 | 513511 714367
952166 | 1100278 | 1,739,420
36363 | ssen | owsed
1,466,172 | 16990439 22,915,484
1152253 | 1615573 4746481
143 5043 5003
727981 | 11ALS01 | 3,984,707
126110 | hav0av | 752,731
13,516,038 | 16,370,866 118,169,203
7.7 93.0% 86.2%
730% | BaeR 77.6%
47.7% | 774% 415%
3% | 57% 15.5%

vt the sama rate
rapans
A Eeatiomy,

HE EDITOR

Change mindset

Apropos af "LAT"s free skill training
offer for bive-collar workers goes
abegging" (FE, October 21), it is sad
that youths aren’t shawing intarest in
infrastructure giant LAT's offer affree
training in construction work, LAT
would easily absarb 15,000 people as
it faces shortages of labour as well as
engnears. Construction workers will
ahways work on site, whether at

1F el
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remote locations or in cities, and not
inalrconditioned offices. Cne does
not get an opportunity to train and
work with a comparny Eke LAT daily, so
youths and their famiies must change
their mindset and be pragmatic,

—Bal Gavind, Noida

Future of GST cess

The goods and services tax [GST)
compensation cess, initially
introduced as & temporary measure,

at The indhan Express (7] Ltd Press, A8, Sectar-7, Nowda - 201301

has become a focal point o
discussian due to the pandemic's

Mpody's assesses Singapore's govern-
ment debt-to-GDP to be around 374 In
2023; the credit rating agency excludes
special Singapore government securities
(SSGS). The government Issues 5505, a
non-tradable debt, to the Central Provid-
ent Fund (CPF) Board, The CPF Board mob-
Mlises citizens’ and permanent residents’

s them in multiple securbtios including
caria
gon

ment’s clabms on tself.

Indian citlzens invest in Gol's small
savings scheme, which like Singapore's
S80S, are government-tssued, unkisted,
and non-tradeable investment produscts,
Small savings are pooled in the Natlonal
Small Savings Fund, from which central
and state ments borrow, Dutstan-
ding small savings grew 91 times from
17,953 crore in March 1985 to 16,37
lakhcrorein March 2023, f small savings
are excluded, India's thicd-party govern-
mient debt-to-GOPis 71.4%.

Moody's November 2022 soverelgn
rating methodobogy provides for a one-
matchug ysfinanclal assets-
to-GDP ratio ranges from 10-25%. Gol's
stakes in listed PSUs rose from 9.670% of
GOPinSegtomber 2023t 11,7 3%in De-
cemberand 15.56% this August. Hencea
one-notch uplift in India's soversign rat-
ing to BaaZ on the Moody's scale — equal
10 Fltch's and S&P's BEB — [s d

Golshould accurately estimate net go-
vernment debt-to-GDP by including the
market value of EFFOs non-government
ermrmm:s ln wecure an optimal sover-

sts ofbormow-
im( foreign currency-denominated debt
for itselfand PSU.

callection. But this raises concerns
about greater complesity and

| g impact on tax . fts
primary pUrpase was to compens ate
states for revenue losses and repay
Ipans acauired during the crisis. As the
repayment deadline approaches,
there is a growing need to determine
the cess's future. A group of ministers
[Got) is examining the possibiity of
merging the cess with the highest
G5T rate to maintain stable revenue

P ial tax burden on specific
goods, To address these, the GoMis
exploring a more streamlined GST
structure. Coordinating efforts amaong
GaMs is essential to ensure changes
align with ongaoing initiatives to
enhance the GST system's efficiency.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
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Scare in Skies: Alarming rise in hoax bomb calls

TUESDAY 22 OCTOBER 2024 | DELHI

(® LETTERS

IT Is confounding, ki ks exremely
worrisome. Why ane the Indian
airfines. being bombanded with a
spate of phone calls these days? It
wits unnerving o watch as many as
25 flights of airlines getting. bomb
threats on Sunday alone, With the
airlines mandated to take any threat
call an very serious, flight delays, dis-
ruptions and and even cancellations
are normal, which trigger excruciat-
Ing troubles for the passengers, Their
schedules, be it office appolntments,
recrultments, business engagements,
of medical orgencies or family
events, get dirupled or even misied
endirely. We have been witnessing
unvtold hardships to thoosands of
pasiengers, For the airling, Flabo-
mte and detsled procedures kick
in os per protocels, The disruption

finariclad | 1

loss of repute. They have to desper-
atedy seramble to make altermative ar-
rangenents, hhlch ane Taxd o come

these self-centered individuals cra-

ing for sheer pleasuse. They want to

prove 10 themselves to be worthy of
pleas

g, derive

by, Airpon
swing it action, tow away the
threatcnad flights 1o isolation bays
and carry owt daborate deecks under
thee eyes of technical and explosives
Pl

Gienerally, paychologists attribute
Twax calls 10 a varicty of motiva-
vions, induding: Grdge against o
former employer, for exansple, or any
jprerson aboand the flight; theill of ex-
ecuting such a huge prank that. gets
widespread attention. Prank callers
coulld be those mentally disturbed
individuals secking attention, or
these secking o feding of power and
achievement in seeing the full-blown
effect of thelr hoax threats whose
oo ot master at all 10

u:v.-mr.:usms so much discomfort to
others. The more the number of vic-
tims the greater the amount of thesr
pheasure # getting away with saich
pranks. The theill of pulling off sach
prranks is nod Hendved 1o aclulis. Chil-
dren are abso frand secking o food
others A 17-year-old boy was taken
into custody in Mumba for threats
1o four Hights, including three inter-
natonal flights.

BNosmually, one hearsof loax bomb
calls made to buosiness establish-
ments and shopping malls. Railways
do peorived such calls A security
drill has to be performed and safety
would have to be confirmed. The
hardhips 1o all those din

the case-of such calls landing at alr-
lines are many tises greater, Flghts
if they aze airborme would have 1o be
re-mouted (o nearest airponts o car-
ryous safety checks. It is agomising
fir flyers whao hae planned their on-
ward journeys of are golng on cssen-
tial engapements. Over the past one
week, nearly 100 flights npcn:ln:
in Indian skies have received bom
threats, sending airfines, pasengers
and securily agencies Mo a tizey,
Think of the havoc in the country,
now ane of workds fastest-growing
aviation markets, with over 28000
ilights a week. The total number of
aircrafi stands at 771, In this modem
of communkations, moest ad-
vanced cyber and snooping technol -
oghes at hand, that the authorities or
airlines are not able 1o zero in on the

i i real-time b

The spate of calls does make one o
saspest ifthere s amy method 1o such
madnes, No country in the wodd
has received so many hoay calls as
Tndlia, of late, As such, it is natural for
commaiers and security agencies
alike to suspect any malickous Entent
behind these alls. Under Chapter
22 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
hoax calls qualify for categorisation
as criminal intlmidation which en-
tails fire o7 jal up o 7 yeass or both,
It is litde re-assuring to learn tha
the government Is cognisant of the
alarming issue. The government has
ot only 1o dward stringert punish-
et o pranksiers, it has also to give
wiide publicity about its capabilities
o track any caller. B & time govem-
ment actions reassure people that
they can fly without any fear and, in
Eact, fly even more.

‘Devastating Blow to Humanity’

BARRED FROM GAZA BY ISRAEL HEALTH WORKERS CRY OUT FOR HELP

Jox Quearry

5 more Bmdi bomb-
ing of the Jabalia
refuges  camp  n

northern Gaza killed dozens
of people Samrday, health
workers from both  inskde
anal out of the besteged terri-
fory ane n pheading with
world Iud?r‘b 10 bring .?n end
o the indiscriminate attacks
and imposed humanitarian
crisis that witnesses on the
ground increasingly say there
are na wonls to describe,

At al Masier Hospital in
Khan Yunls and elsewhene
in Gz, doctors and other
medical aaflf on Saurday
staged  protests and ek
press conferences to call at-
tention to the angoing at-
tacks in northern areas, in-
cluding the Iatest targeting
of Jabalia in which reporting
indicated amywhere from 33
10 over 50 people— inchuding
civilian men, women, and
chiliren—were kilked.

“The workl b watching,
and higory will judge us by
Thow we resparsd to this grave
infustice, | call upon cach
amnd evervone one of you e
Joln this fght for the preser-
wvation of our shared bimani-
1y — D Khaled Saldh, FAJR
Scientific

Al-Jazcera  reports  that
hospitab, which have re-
peatedy been bombed by
Tsrael over the last year, wene
ot immaune from this laest
round:

Theee partially function-
ing haspitals treating se-
verehy wounded patients and
sheliering thousinds of dis-
placed Palestinian cvilians
in porthern Gaza are now
out of service after coming

under miense lsracl fire, a
Gaza health official wold Al
Jazeera, os the siegs on Jaba-
lia entems its third week, with
at least 33 mare poogle killed
i the northern area.

Israghi forces bombed al-
Awda  Hospital in Jabalia
carly on Satrday, and have
also shelled Kamal Adwan
and the Indonesian hospitals
I Beeit Lahiya over the past
few hours, Al Jareera cor-
respomdents have reparted.
Saturday'’s artacks come days
after Tsrael barred at least s
avedical service NGOs from
continuing their life-saving
work in Gaz. According o
the Washington Post: Twes
of those medical NGOs, Glia
and the Palestinian Ameri-
can  Medical  Association
(PAMA) confirmed 10 The
Washington Post that they
were motified by the WHO
this week about the bans.
Both groups have worked
i Gaza for years precodin
the war, “WHO s conce
about the impact of these
denials on Gazas strained
healthcare system” the or-
ganization said Thursday i
astatement, It added that in-
ternational emergency medi-
cal teams (EMT) deployed
to(.an are essential to keep-

the syitens operational,
as only 17 of the enclaves 36
hospitals remain functiona-
landd “healtheare meeds far
exceed the system’s capacity”

Dr, Khaled Saleh, chair of
FAJR Sdentific, which peo-
vides surgical expertise and
trauma specialids 1o war-
torm reglons and ath

Iszaeli forces bombed mmnmwlnm-aam
on Saturday, and have also shelled Kamal Adwan and
the Indenesian hospitats in Belt Lahlya over the past
few hours, Al Jazeera correspondents have reported,
Saturday's attacks come days after lsrael barmed at least.
six medical service NGO from continuing their life-
saing work in Gaza

the Tsracli government filled
him with “decp sadness and
concern for the curnent state
of owr global family, ques-
tioning our shared hamanity
and ethics”

Blogked from providing
aid to people in dire need,
Saleh called on people world-
wide to push for an eod b [s-
racl’s blocking of vital medi-
cal aid and those secking 1o

ide .

“This is a devaststing blow

o humanity, representing

wee have not witnesed since
World War 11, yet our warld
beaders turn a blind eye” he
saidd

“As 3 member of the global
community.  Saleh  contin-
wed 1 implore ol of you
who valse B ih-

of the groups notified by the
WHO that it had been barned
from entering Gaza, saidl in &
statemsent that the move by

What does China

Caen Misi Tan

URING a Tahwan Na-

tional Dhay speech on
Oxtober 10, Talwanese presi-
dent Lai Chimg-te said that
Taipei was determined 1o
defend Taiwans sovercignty
against “annexation and en.
croachment’, and empha-
sised that “China has no right
1o represent Taiwasl

Chinas response wias swift.
Less than a week after Lals
provecative speech, a e
word 153 Chinese war phnes
swarmed and  surmanded
Taiwan during @ Chinee
military exercise over M4
hours. Beijing’ intention was
simple: isue Tafpei a “stern
warning”™ for what China
considers a “separatist act”,

Beifing sees the ikl as
a “sacred and insepamble
jpart of China's territory” that
must retam 1o the fohd, The
Taiwanese  president  sees
things differemly. Currently,
ihe self-governing idand has
a differert potitical sysiem,
and few Toiwancse an in
favour of rewnification with
China,

Though Washinglon
doestt have diplomatic rela-
tions with Taipa officially, it
dhocs have negular commu-
nication through back chan-
nels and a strong. economic
relathonship. The blamd & o

key US trading partner and
Is & muajor sapplier of semi-
condusctors which are critical
ta the production of comput-
ersand other technologies. It
also sells wrms o Taiwan, al-
though this has reduced sig-
nificantly under oe Bilen
China has not bl oo
taking Taswan by force, and
if ¥ does, the U'S might come
o the self-ruling island’s de-
fence as Indicated by Wash-
Ington: In the past.
lQéilmm hr?l:h extensive
military exercises around the
island of Taiwan in October
20, But Xi will be hoping
the owtcome of the 2024 US
presidential dection might
bring a leader that would
have a different attiude w
Taiwar as well as hedping
China resabve its economic
starm, which has resulted in
a rising mamber of protests.
S0, between an outspoken
Donakd Trump and a seem-
Ingly even-tempered Kamala
Harris, does Beljing have a
Ervourite? And do gither of
them offer Xi anything new?

Taiwan and Xis

legitimacy

Aside from Mao Zedoag,
the fourder of the Peoplels
Republic of China, Xi is the
only sitting Chinese head
of date without term limits
and whose palitical ideclogy

bes, and the sanctity of hu-
sman life 1o tand with us and
Talse your voices against this
unconscionable  deckion,

Tagether, we must advocate
for the voiceless and demarnd
restoration of the fundamen-
tal right to access o medi-
cal care” lsrael's ban on the
medical NGOs comes after
a string of healthcare profis-
stonak who spenat time in the
Gaze sirip have gone public
with what they witnessed on
the ground, telling tales of
unspeakable horror and try-
ing to shake the workl out
of its complacency on what
experts say s a genocde in
mation being carried out by
Esraeli forces.

Eadier this week, the UN
humanharian office, OCHA,
sald that lsraels continued
blacking of food and medi-
cal supplics to Jabalia and
other ares in the northern
was “having Nife-threatening
impacts” for the people there,

OCHA spokespersan
Farhan Haq said the OCHA
weas callineg on Lsrachi suthord-

thes “to allowed sale, sus-
tained and unimpoded ac-
cess o Jabala and all areas of
the north where peaple are in
desperate need of assistance,”

In a post on Friday, Ox-
fam Ineemational mourned
the killing of De Ahmad
Al-Najar and midwife Laila
Tveid, both of whom worked
with furoor, “kilked by Is-
el aimstrikes on Jabalia®
ihe gronip sadd “They wene
providing  Hfesaving health
care in Gaza. Auacking aid
woekers is a war crime” Ox-
fam repeated it dermsandd for
a “cease-fire now” and sald
healtheare workers shoukd

“the surgery soction s full
of injured even the
receplion, :::Tl:upiml has
been shelled several times
and targeted by snipen, peo
ple are terrified to come o
the hospital now™

Having recently returned
from a field mission in Gaza,
pediairic murse Becky Flati,
working through Save the
Childen—who posted her
testimorny  Saturday—de
scribed a sitution on the
ground that was “like noth-
b Tve seen before”

Plat sald the horrilic
situation is “both in terms
of healtheare need and just
in terms of the whole ha-

Friday, Dy,
Taghreed  Al-lmawd, [uoor
staff and an OBGYN doctor
at Kamal Adwan Hespital in
northern Gaz, described the:
untenable situation on the
ground.

“The situation is beyond
horrific and is very difficult
and indecribable” said Al-
Imviwi. “Dreand people, sev-
ered body parts and injured
people everywhere, We ane
receiving  emergency  calls
Froom all the areas of the north.
Ambulances are not able 1o
reach the injured, We have
seen more than 23 pregnant
waimen amomg the injuncd
coming to the hospital since
last week, wounded either by
shrapnel or gunbire, sulfering
From fractures. Some were in
a eritical condition. Kamal
Adwan Hospital and other
semi-operational  hospetals
have received displacement
orders but there is no way to
evacume i any case”

“The pediatrics section ks
closed as it is full of injured
people”  Al-Imawl added,

nhextigorin
homes and Lindscapes com-
phetely devastated andd see-
beg just the absolute level of
hurman suffering and need as
absabitely mind blowing”
“No child should have to
be in puin,’ she said, “"And it
just feels like your hands are
tiedd when you cant do what
you know that you could do
casily at home or in another
comext, | think that when it
really hits, s just—its just
not falr. s not okay that
we've got chdldren with dev-
astating infurks who don't
have access to pain relie”
Far his part, Dr. Saleh of
FAJR Scientific, said it was
up fo everyone in the world
1o make their voices heard,
“The world is watching”
he said, “and history will
jadge us by how we respord
to this grave injustice. 1 call
upan each and  everyone
one of you to join this fight
for the preservation of or
shared huranity”
(Fettps:diwvmcomimon-
elrems.ong/)

want from next American President?

Talwan,

With many factors
unclear atthe
moment, Beiing
will be hoping for
allS leader who
Es more interested
In economic wins
than protecting

is enshrined in the Chinese
constitation. Xi could po-
tentially prove his place in
histary by resolving Chings
economic crisis,  However,
Beljing’s Increasing isolation
froen the wiesd due to its sup-
port of Russka’s Ukraine con-
quest makes thisdoulsy hard.
Like it or pot, Xi might have
o ramp up whatever agenda
Beiting has for Tabwan, 1f he
could make sufficient pro
gress towards unification, he
may be halled as one of the
greats of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, which would
consoliclate his status within
the party, and digract from
the nutkon’s econom|c waes,
Unlike Harrls, wha ap-
pears 10 take take alliances
and partnerships seriously,
Trunp questions the benefits
of many alliances forged by
the US. In fact, the few tmes.
that he spoke abmg Talwan
centres on how the island

Xican negr o
between the two countries

state has taken Americals
sembconductor business, and
should pay more 10 the US
for its defence,

Sex, would Trump come 1o
Taiwar's aid if China does in-
vade Talwan? Given the im-
portance of semiconductors
to electronics and AL he just
might. But Tramp ako has a
reputation a5 a “dealmaker-
In-chiel, 50 he might just
cuta deal with Beifing, which
erodes Taiwans: independ-
ene. And that is likely 10
worry Takpel

The Russia dilemma

As Russias “partner of no
limits? China has been sup-
Pying Rusia with technol-
ogy that fueks Russids war
machinery agalnst Ukraine.
But this has strabned Sino-
western relathons and eamed
Beijing trade and impor
restrictions, which hampers
Chings  economic  recov-

ery, China could halt its aid
te Russia to avold western
serutiny, bt that b not likdy.
Bedjing needs o strong Russla
b0 be a viable ally in its battke
againet a US-ded world oader,
and o avaid being the facus
of the west if Rissia falers
amid its conquest in Ukraine.

While Harrn backs Eylv
and sees the war asastrategic
anve moral fssuie, Trump has
criticised US aid to Ukraine.
He olso belleves that Kyl
should provide concessions
10 Russia to end the war that
Putin started in February
022, A futwre Trumpr ad-
ministration might strength-
en Husia by withdrawing
support for Ukraine and 1ift-
Ing sanctiens against Russia.
Amndd a maore robust Russia is
good news for Beijing.

US economic hostility
S, at first glance, Trump and
Harris’s approaches towands
China are different. Trumps
resurn to the White House
could abso kntensify the trade
war that i started in 2018,
& taridfs on Chinese goods
could go to as high as 6%
This might hasten the eco-
nomle decoupling between
the US and China
Harris, on the ather hand,
wishes 10 “de-risk™ China.
This  approach  secks  to
maintain LS global interest

while engaging with the st
Aslan economic behemaoth,
In such a scenario, Beljing
might prefer a Harris presi-
dency as it beaves room for
negetiation, However, Har
vis has relativey littke forcign
policy experience, and is ex-
pectend 1o pick up where Joe
Biden lefi off. This means
the tariffs and technological
restrictions that China faced
under a Biden administra-
thon could stay under her
presidency.

Another facior is Tesla
Bunder Elon Musk, who
is an ardent supporter of
Trumg, and may fake s top
pob within & Trump admin-
stration,

How amch influence the
tech multi-bilbonaire actu-
ally has over Trump i un-
centain. However, its worth
noting that Musk has sub.
stantial business  dealings
b China, and might seck to
lean on Trump if the former
presidents  policies  harms
Tealals intercsts. With many
of these factors unclear at
the moment, Beijing will be
hoping for a US keader who s
more interested in economic
wins than protecting Taiwan,
and one that X1 can negotiate
with to warm up relations be-
tween the lwo countries.

(https/ithecomversation.
o)

Tackling plastic pollution

HIS refers 10 a recent study published in the journal,

Nature, stating that India gemerates the highest plastic
pollition in the workd Tackling phestic pollution requires
a maltifaceted approach. Here are some key strategies.
Change in peopbe’s attitudes can significantly reduce plas-
tic wise and increase recycling, the best way to control pol-
Iuthon. Encourage or compel consumers to switch (0 reus-
able alernatives by adopting the habit of our ehders who
carried doth bags for shopping. Develop and promote the
use of biodegradable and compostable plastics, Complete-
Iy ban production of single use plastics. the most polluting
muaterial, Strictly Implement the existing biws that prevent
plastic pollution, What is required bs action on the ground,
not studies and debates.

D O Prasada Rao, Hyderabad

Ensure safety of healthcare workers

HE headline regarding healthcare warken feeling un
sade in their workplace is deeply concerning, Health-
care professionals are the backbone of our medical system,
and the Bct that so many fecl unsafe in their work envi-
ronment reflects a erisis in our healtheare infrastructure.
These issues not only endanger healthcare workers but
abso compromise patient care, Addressing these concerns
shoisd be o top priority for heakheare instinutions and pol-
icymakers [f we neghect thelr safiety, we risk the stability of
the entire healtheare system and the well-being of patients.
Aditi Nair, Hyderabad

Abitter lesson for Team India

THE one blunder that has costed ns the match against
New Zealand in the first test when wee decided 1o bat
first after winning the toss Most surprisingly, meither
Roh# Sharma nor coach Gautam Gambhir could assess
the behaviour of the pitch and New Zealanders annexed
victory by 8 wickets. We have Jost 1w them after 36 vears
and basically it was a rare defeat of India on home soil.
“The match was in the pocket of Kiwis within two hours
when we got out for an uncxpected hw score of 46, The
match could have been fought in a better way if we had
scored roughly 600 runs in the second innings. All credit
poes to Rourke, Henry and Ravindra for earning o rare vie-
tary against India on Indian soil. Nevertheless, the Endians
st have learned a besson from the outcome,

MR Japnrthy, Coimbatore

Suspend permits to cement factory

MBUJA Cement factory will be constructed in the
surrounding arcas of Kommaigudem in Ramannapet
mandal of Yadadsi digtrict Dot bulld a cement factory in
our area, keeping in mind the conservation of agricultural
Tandd, air pollution and uman-relsted issues. Ambuj Ce-
ment should withdraw this idea. Similarly, the Telangana
government should withhold full permissions for its con-
struction. Positive decisions should be taken keeping in

mind the public opindon poll and the figure,
Talari Ganesh, Vellanki, Nalgonda

Hoax bomb calls cause grave concern

I'J']mks as if an international conspiracy at work as air-
Hnes in the country are being bombarded with bomb
threats which has become a daily phenomenon for the
akrlines companies. The thme has come 1o take up the chal-
lenge more seriously that warrants passing of new laws
against such hoax callers with stringent punishment. The
angle of conspiracy by the opposition parties must alio be
loobed into, Let us hope the truth will unravel soon. before
the airlines endure avoidable losses, along with auisance
the travelling public to various destinations.

K R Parvarhy Mysum

e

FREQUENT ‘bomb threats on air routes acmss India
b definitely a manter of grave concern. 1f the threat i
known, when flights are mid-air, the crew will find it ex-
tremely difficult 1o take on-the-spot decisions, whether to
takethe fight back or request for emergency landing in the
nearcst airport if available. The safety protocols to be taken
after landing s another complex procedure. This cannot go
ona day today basis,

N K Baloji, Hyderabad

see

TIIF. recent surge in hoax bomb threats to several In-
dian aircrafts has caused significant disruptions and
hardships for pasengers (Hans India Dt 21-10-24) and
cxposedd significant gaps between cybersecurity and intel-
ligence. To address these concerns, the DGCA and Civil
Avlation Minkstry must take proactive measures to en-
hance passenger safety and prewent future disruptions. A
thomugh investigation is necessary 1o identify conspiracy
and motive behine these bomb threats.

Giarti Venkaeta Sudlir, Secunderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

(é2) BENGALURU ONLINE

Forest departunder scanner,
investigation ovdered
SHIVAMOGGA. Allegations of illegal logging nvolving
forest department personnel have surfaced in the villages
of Hosahallk, Hamsagaru, and Giligaru in Sagar taluk, Re-
ports suggest that Enm officials may be complicit in the
hori nml.ng a o of acacia frees,
an by higher i
The Shivamogga C Chicf Conservator of Forests has re-
spended to these serious allegations by directing the Dep-
uty Conservator of Forests (DCF) o conduct a thorough
ulry and submit a report within three days. The move
mx;)aﬁ.er concerned villagers lhc{v"mﬁcrm the
attention of Forest Minister Ishwara Khandre, volcing
their concerns over the Ilh-ual l(lJ\rh.Ies 1Ikgedly taking

i

phace in

DCF Mahan, ad.dwnimglhrm confirmed thatan in-
vestigation has been bunched. “Following the complaints
from villagers reganding the illegal klling and transport of
acacha trees, 1 visited the affected areas 1o assess the situa:
tion firsthand,
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Homura expects Infosys ta deliver LSO revarus

gronwth of i6 7 8% yy In FY25-26F We belave

Infetya is one of the best ways to play a potertial
discretanary demand in IT services
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Terror rearing its head
once again in Kashmir

asking in the glow of the return of demoersey and o pusu]m'

ornment in place,

ror Incident In which seven eivilians were ta

Kashmir Valley's ponce was shat by a wr

and killsd,

taryetad
Tarvor in the Valley th not as old as the Himalayns, but in the Lust
o years it has discupted normality while pandering to romant ic notions of

a greater Kashmie Valloy

stuto.

under Pakistan jurisdiction or an independent

That latest Incidont in which mlgrant workers were in the crosshairs was

as xenophobic as it was

limsed on religions bins, a fact that cannot be

ﬁnuwd however much of a spin s given about the underlying causes of
o

terror movement,

What such incldents may wreck s not the return of democric

, which is

there to stay, but the galns made (o the last few years in which ‘I utarted
trickling in, dollar and mupee tourlsm began to suree. and migeant nhour
onine in o f’mlp with the infrastrictisre constriuction and bullding activi-

thes,

The pros and cons af the removal in 2008 of the historie special status
ifrain I!I-IU} faeilitnting neeesslon of Mahnrafa Harl Singh of JEK to India

In 1047, ean b detated for long, What cannot be
donied is 0 more egalitarian phase in which o
momsure of poice como with some improvement
in the atmosphere anc, more significantly, saw
the economy |ust about beglnnlng to tiek over
with tourism tha al mnvar,

The government of Omar Abdullah will know

the brainwashed and highl
metlens, A fow things may ol

that the re only grew with_the
roturn of popular rule aftor six yonrs, Their
it chullenge will remaln trrorism of the
Pakistan-insplred Jind ms well os the home
grown varioty, Thelr concorn would be o not
illow the merchants of terror any leeway in glv.
frgg owon m hint nl&mpul]l Tor thetr lost cnuse,
It is not the simpl in the world to tell
Indoctrinated tervorist of the futility of their
npe with their targeting of outsbdors as foar

may be planted in the minds of those seeking work in the Valley, But their
dreams ns well ns that of thelr sponsors of drastically changing the course
of Kashmir's 77-year history aro not golng to change with Infliction of eol-
lateral damige in the lives of Innocent workers,

The symbols of state ns

in the forces of the Indlan Army and the para-

military hivve bean the mati tacgets in the last four months of about nine
ineidents, but civilinns have also been attacked, as in s major hit on g bus

earrying pllerims in Jommu, Individunls from outside J&

oecnsional targets.

have also beem

The armed forees have been coping with onu of the toughest idlska U[l UII

tining the guerilla tactbe

COrTY 0N Wit

ir professional

% of aniper fire and oxplosives and

to
ution and rosponsibilitios with rh-r' Tll||

backing of the state is the only svents open to offering seourity to J&K
agningt the designs of sponsored terrorism.

MNone of the politics or fricton of U7

come in the way of a free

role in intelligenoe gathering from the ground
mtlllury foroes stationed in

plo

“ontry tios should be atiowod to
hand glven o the pallee who play an important
d o the armed and para-
K in defenee of Indian tereitory and its peo-

Gov-CM tit for tat rattles TN

he latest sruption of o needless o

tlon at Doordarshan

roversy over "Hindl Month' celobra:
mh lod o sabrersitling between

office n Cha

Gavernor RN, Rav and Chief Minister MK, Stalin, both halding consti-

tutiomnl posts. Troe, Tamil Nodu hos boen witnessing such show

T BV

shtoe the incimbent for the gubernatorial position ook chirpe e yeies
ago, But the latest duel toek an “fff Aurm with Stalin invoking an inane trope
i

referring to an tmagined cultura

wide, Aryan va Dravidian, o Rivi spot-

thing racksm in 14 and going to town with thit,
ile the Hindi Month has been an annual foature inall Umrm Pu\-‘ﬁrnm‘ml

Though the debat:

otk

over who is an
Aryan and who is
Dravidian has not
boen settled, with
most people moving
ahead in life as
Indians, the name-
calling of the
Governor was mis-
placed for it was a
faux pas by the
singers

Gavernar had been icen

unid anmnll} vetars, why it
suddenly became a bone of contention last Friday
4w mystory, Then, ns the celobration began,
anather controvorsy desconded from the st
wingern gssigned to ronder the Tamil anthem,
Tamil Thaal Vazhthu, missed cul n line
Thekkanamum Athir Strantha Dravide Nal
Thirgnadim (The Great Drwvidisn Land in the
South) — giving an opportunity to the Chief
hMilng:m' to revive the Avyan ve Dravidian shib-
oleth,

Though the debite over whe is an Aryan and
who i @ Dravidian has not been settied, with
minst people moving ahead in life as Indians, the
name-calling of the Governor was misplaced for
it wins m fisux pas by the singers al an event ergan-
lged by nationul telecaster Doordarshan. The
sknglig the lines of the anthem, Nessidrin

Kadaluduttia ndtmmmm o an many previows occaslons, which hl:mnil'n

mantkined in

rotort, 8o when he ho

naver boon intmical to the

atitheim, blamig th goof upon him was Hist spochos

Hut thon, the spit held the

mirror o the grim pnllhl:n] reality in the State,

where the Governor and the Government are ot loggorhands ‘mrphlunlly

prompting such sguabbles

that pose a theast o rlnrmxth)' 8o it s for the

Union Government fo crack the whip and recall the Governor, who has

alrendy Hived for five years

[T T
e

| T TTrE T e r——
e Dhalhi: foanailal

in Ruj Bhavans in Nagaland and Tamil Madu,
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62

yrs after 1962: China

hasn’t changed one bit

Abhijit
Bhattachal

t the United

Mutions General

Assombly  ses

slon list menth,

nd again at
Coogeration

Ol‘gmﬂ:‘allun 1mugg'ijl' g
ornment - meoting in
urrithiel Lt woulk, Tndia’s
atornal affairs minkster

Subrahmanyam
Jkabinnknr made it cloar
lww thin country’s saver

ity was undir a twin

J|I arkn{nuivd landd grah by

rayun empero ad {is

&!ulh Assinn vassal, the mil

Iary-controlled shim

democraey next door, for
mire than sk decados,

AL UNGA, the minkster
“eriticised both China and
Pukistun for unrk'rmllllnq
the territorial integrity of
Inelin” ms “miy conneetiviey
that cloids soverelmty and
torritorial integrity
neguires steategic connotn-
Hims, espocially whon it I|
not o shared endeavour
The Chiru-Pakintan
Eeoneaabe Corrldor {CPEC),
a part af Bediing's Belt and
Reunel Inithative (BRI, in il
il e 0t intrudes into
i wnd Kashmibr's b
ritory foreibly ocoupied by
Chini and Pakistan. The
worst s that it 1s not con-
finied to JEK. The territorinl
viokation mnd oceupation,
and eviction of Idian sl
dhiors and citkmns aliko, aro
accurring and being end
Il'nl;v 1'=Rulun-d I muill‘p}"

cdims for

th Imlln I'imm!wn ith
Constitution, making it a
“ovaralgn, socialist, ssow
lnr democratic republic?
“The Constitution does allow
Inidkn to "mequire forelgn
torritey” but hns seriots
imipad imanits on coding any,
axcept for territorinl Junl
munn subject (o an -
ment of the Constitution,
Yat, Indin's territorial
Integrity has been ropaatod.
Iy violated by the Chinese
for  seven  decades  and
there's no sign that it will
onni anyEime soan

Tha Chinmse presence 15
visible todny sl noross
Indin's entire land mass,

hove evalved inside India,
s think tank sponkeni
lwm r.m thlm Inunts o
higheprofi mueein,
(LG nnmlrnu lmipartors o
money-lnundering
ipHrtors, sorme mombers of
thambers of commeres to
warehousaowning middie:
mien i third uulmlrlm.
financkal and bink
tar commen fo eulhural H.-Mi
val orgundsers af Durga
Pufa events in West Hongal,
andl frsballoctiunlbsacholars in
Habindranath —— Togore's
abode, the Chinese have
butlt up o formidable nee
work In thiv country and
thi tikinboars ire rskng

What can ane do il the
ontire country craves for
chinp Chitwse products, in
o mirkel where the con
sumer s Ing. It's anothor
matter that Chines ma.
[sttturars ean produce goots
that wre cheapar than simi:
lar Indlinn products simply
iue to hofty government
subsidion, and of course
thirte are no lnbour laws o
contend with,

Interestingly, while Chifna
todty 16 tnder pressire vie
tueakly firom the entire world,
Inkln i neting as n benelnc-
tar to Bedjing's manubactr
urw. Hoth the United States
oned European Unlan sre
bngiostige atfl farils on
Chinesemade electric vohi
el (V) naiel other idistri-
ak goods whieh pose a thront
(1] Ihmr inclustry. The West
b8 il tryiing 10 piit cirbis an
Chings il:\rmnll'nta Ik,
however, is yet o pven con.
sidar  roatrictions  an
Chinese goods and lnvnll
ment.  And in Eurg
thure's o divide within lhr
EL: Germany, Spnln Imly
undl Hungney are unhay
wvor the steep bardffa un
Chineme-mare goods, fear-
b Betfing counter-tavif
Imposition on thekr e 5
An% Drngon’s ﬂmll
orumble  from  within,
Batjing can afford to lngh
ut thedr discomfiture.

i fhw Ilnlla China bor-
der, after the massacre of At
Ikl aﬂh:lnn in Ladukh's
Culwan Villoy i Jurw S8

Thedr
with the help of several
“Chinesn Iobbies™ which

i I.nmrnn:lrml rulesbused order (s a
lh' lhe] nﬂn that defines  people wern
g o whiat
Lhu wealt uumar wlut thiry
t

el e il intru-
slons by the P
Liberation  Army

memr'urfhmwdrmlnlm whmm

Em rutini Bt i tho asssssination afn Hm
istor, Fatulitios ponked threo ﬂmﬂm

u:guhl

10011, s thnt
nmmnmmm nlmtdm Aftor

- This I8 true even today — that it . Erorm 14 b X114, the numbor of

uﬁln aur wyrind institutions, including the  anmual hais most aften beon goro (in 13
Notlons and e Security Council For  years) In the past six year, it has not abave

instnnce, try telling Palestinians ar Lobanose that -wnﬂwmnmmurmmm hes boo Ikl
thero {8 an ini omal arder, while thelr childeen .imu tument and the secsirity establishinent
e botiyg murdered in o oneslded wir. Or for that Ihlnk At ks WEAIE & serious enoagh thvent o national
lvniniuns, Irnndans, Cobans, Vietnsmeso t th kort of actians that it has been

when if ¢omis fo aflal

welf A terest
. Thiks 1 Ty bf 4 smel

ummxufhkin& this thinking must suruly be

o samewhiorm.
Diatiking whist someone siys [ not the sime thing
s foedbng & nastionnd securdty thant from them. So,
whary can wo find whal

B OMiT givernmant Tﬂ

to pur nntlomil secarity?
s b Maswhiore,

The CPC's mala
fide intent of
forcible grabbing of
land or sea has nei-
ther any limit nor

Ladukh te the Mortheast,
whutt showld I do now?
The answer in stmphe:
India meeds to poy o ks
strengths, [t nrun{ v isit its
antire velationship wath
Chirn — on territory and
snwr\lm.nw ln lurE uf I:hl:
chronde bor 1k
b by the I‘[.nt I.f “Talna b
) surw that the antire Sir-
Inclinm barder problom is
due to n meseup by the
Firitiah Ruf mnd i legacy of
Impertatism, what expliine
the Caminunist Party of
China's stand and gnllw
townrds Mepil, wh
nlwiye  Rovered
nvar under colon ruh\"
Are these lines on Papges
-0 of The Frontiers of
China, by Francis Watson
Hahed by Chitto &
Winchas (Lansdan; 1966), eor-
roet oF Incorrect? “Nepal, o
tributary of the Chinese
Empira from 170 o 1816,
came under British Indian
fratection in that yeor sfter
the Gurkha ur, bt
votakned Links with Tibwt
uned, by NepnlTibet agree
mont of 1, ipecial -
soritutions and privibeges. ]1

Moo Soclomyg aned his copy:
ent wuccessor X1 dinping
nurtured this wEression
el umegual trestment for
itw nelghbmaes, nehuding
Indin, o pulson into
thie berdy palldic, In the ayes
of China's Hanw, the ontie
nor-Han populoce are pith
ing but barbarians s the
fortier conaidar thetneelvas
s Soms of Honven", operat-
ing from behind the thick
witls of Refjing's Forhideden
Chty. Desplte conyiderable
prossaire, India rofised to
wuccumb and join virious
Chineso m octs like the
BRI mid 1. Hnd it thone
s, Indinn luw waulkl have
been vinlated and Ching
would hive becarme o “legal
poctpant”  nedde  JEK.
Internaticnully too, Chinn's
npEression  ngainst Indin
would have found fewer
critics, holding India herself
rexpansibde For selforosted
wlsery,

I Chinm pegards Jimimi
il Kashmir, the MeMalon
Ling, Arunachal Pradesh
el Ladlakh

s dispted ter
Fitorios, Now Dolhi mlpili
L‘mm[lur frying it Tl

s own cakn, lnd U'|'I.
I} declire that ‘Taiwan &
sovaredgn,  Tibet  and
Kinjinng arv disputed land
il South Chinn Sea en't
Chinese waters, How then
wonhdl the suprems of the
CPC and the mandaring of
Bredfiig roact®

Its high fime for dia to
become  more  prodactive
baut protecting its self
interest and upholding its
luvmi:ﬁmy. Slxtytwo
yours adtor the war of 1985
the Chi e

(Nepal) also
fowmal f-yearty trIIJIIIL-
misskn o Pelcigg (Beifing)

until 160 but broke off the
connection with full of the
Manchu Empire™.

"Uieler Hrllhh pinrantie
unel with a British Resident
Ihl independunce  was

to wich i axtont

Ihn it could rematn virtonl
o closed country. Mao
ung's view of Nepal s

o tarrhory of which China
hod  been  robbed by
‘urguinl  irenties’  wis
wxpromsed ay oarky s 1508

18 it, therefore, aiy sur-
prize {f China censelesaly
ddisrupts mnd dismnntles the
LAC bn the Himalwyas? The
CPC' maln Ade intent of
larcible grabiring of land or
mn has nelthor sny limit
nor any end, as it never
tronis any country as an

nggressive goime, tnrlnu o
underming India from with-
in throwgh ite sconoimic
loverage exercised by Hs
wellantronched  powerful
ruglonnl lablyista. From a
maassive trade surplus to an
industrial blitdriog with
the help of unsorupulous
Indion elements ntln|1l in
seoring wolfmouls

Individun] benedit, lrdlulllll
boen forced 1o go on the
huckfvat. Thess rotten ele-
menits are regeating histary
to ke India poorer mnd
the Drigon richer! I's high
time to tke chicisive action
to stamp ot the Chinese
Indibylstn tn india eo deal
with o congimital malice
oriyinnting from north of
the Himulyne

T wribor 18 sin alinmrics

LETTERS

RAW MAN'S TANGLE

The Indian government may
find It very hard to wriggle
out of the soup It has landed
in after the charges fllad
agalnst Vikash Yadav in the
plot to assassinate separatist
Ieader Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, India has stoutly
denied all charges but
doubts will ling Yadav
was a former RAW fleld
operative and often nations
will absolve themselves of all
responsibliity if its agents
are caught In covert opera-
tions. Posslbly officlal India
wias enamoursd by the
Israell way of dealing with
their enemies and tried to
emulate thelr methods of
settling 5 without hav-
ing the expe @ and train-
ing to carry r|u| a successiul
opearation.

Anthony Henriques

Mumbal

FRAUD DATING APPS

NUMEROUS CASES af frund vin dating
app!. huve came ta light In cities Ttke
St modl Dok, Amen thiss,
nppn ik irrlnﬂr v\hbch cater to the
LGETG  com rominent.
M.ulw htdlvlﬂl\ah hll.w' bmu eevived vin
these nppa. Inftindly, friendslips are
Eoemed an thise platirms, followed by
thie sharing of phane fumbirs, People e
inwited to unknown locations wnder v
fretuts. Secrod vidoos are recodid,
uﬂm in the course of pliysical relation:
ahips, unel these vidvos are then sed 1o
tilackaninil and {hreaten victims. [ sonie
ciss, abductiann pre corried out to extort
oy, Younger people a mereasingdy
ul:hvlatlnﬁ_lmrnlnmnheltlmdnur
imply o puss 0, wehieh Teas Jod
cyboreriminals mlur&: thoss platfiorme
I there i didirir tipp 1ike Grindr s talkd
i your son's or dacygh e
Shirodkar

Muiiri bl

THREATS ON POLL EVE

ACTOR BALMAN Khon did commit o
erime by shoating o back buck, but that
dm‘l”ﬁ: Elve anyrne tha eight to threatn
his lifie, Whay is some gangstor lungulsh-
Ing i il suddenly ndep haaters to
rget Snlman, hiw family omd elose
!'rh-ml-!‘ I thi Muhorashirn gpovermment
shooping on these theents, which lock sus-
pekously timed with the Assembly eloc:
tiona? Why pre Lawrenco Bishnol and his
poons not beingg velned, in or ks i that
they will b anco the work issigned b
e b cver There will then bo o chies
an who mastermingded the whole show
and the gevernment will onee ngain
il bn chost-thumgplng, claiming that

eual player 0 noomol r.thmNtr.l'.l’r.\mlH.hN'nu' 1t wctnd prompdly by eliminating him

diplamatic exchanges, o, New Deftul, The  throngh an encounter,

Croating disruption ks the vty oxprvased oo e Syed Abdul Monim

nioem for the CPC, el Navi Murnbai
Prnhlmn 1. Six years ago, the Defence Plannbng — minister AJK Antony in 209, All jt s thut the
comimities wis croated in AR Thin was o be  wemed forces “should be prepared 1o fight on batl
chaired Iy MSA Ajit Doval and ineludo the foreln — Fronts dmu]mmuwl wite ut 30 iy (inferse) and
secrodury, dofnce -mh?. the chiel of defonce 60 ifi}ﬂ :nmmn rutos”, This s a veference to
windl, the theee sorvios chicfs and the secroburios of sl lnndnulmn  doetring.
the finnnee minkstry, It had he mmnmu [ Ewn mllmru:{ G, Menion sid, "continiio
.mdmirm u pleco in the nr Parrilor lnllckpmnlnqnmrlmmm‘nmmnmnumn:
Instifuto Dnﬂumsn.ﬁlumﬂmuh-m of losk:  Security  Stra The Defonce  Planning
g aftor “national dafenes and lnc\lrlg prioritis,  Committes, headed by thir NSA, was n-lgmi thiw
forwlggn palicy Lot ives, divctives  tusk two yours ngo. Nothing has emerged s
and mehmquumemtn. rolevant sivategieand  This s what hay o cmples: onbo " mu
socurity-rolated doctrines, rian froen the top bt with oo interest i deeadl. The

after thit. This is surprisng for.

thnt s, oo sys it puts, mntmlul'prim
security. In miuu.. VUL, B TR
windor the

an ot

national seourity stratogy of an aspiring groat
p:wur ls unwru.lm.bnmn thore s npn u“s
of the indellectunl nspects of tho work, litte
Hon, mmmmrur th el Bt

Iﬂkl
el mmyphals oo mmﬂnq]m

mpnﬂlul tor the United Statos

national security

strategy is telling =

In dnnuary 201, Halnknmkpu: o pnpm;'ay (]

that is undenitan

It hmmavluhﬁmrhnmmmm
'“";.,“:.:.!"'#‘s.m unrh’my u:nlﬂrlh pridy
il iy i o ruilkty i that i In

h X from across vitired neral. He weste

o threut pon L
bl Ilmll luh\: g erensith B et wlm an
wation, it will act, Thll 1nlnumhrm ble.

pu!lmhr w'n-l I Lhemmm af s mml At wir
are alleged to acted apsinst arxd how grave a
throat s it*
T dat on futalithos will tell us something mean:
ingfl, The South Asia Terrorism Porinl says vio:

E

dmmunmiilrhryuwmq irynxrﬂw
EE: poring mmbml [It tm r| mn. Bipln
wat) to display

puhll-hu! A rogiort on
‘Absmoe of m‘l::m nltlmnl mourity
myﬂmn'lmn et cloosn't Buve one: COS",
Furmor general Prikash Menon noted that, for
soveral decacles, Indla's politicn] giidance to the
mili wins oriented towards Pukiston s the
Immiedinto thrait, Bt now that the Chtnesa thireut

mm Ul:hrtunnm T M unnchchd lhi{
et %u 3

lhmnm%ﬂnnpﬂmpwuﬂm%mm
ment 6 yot to detoriine whit the nature of the

otk e el pnl itfcal
alrjeetives expocted to be achimﬂw the military
rosided in o docunsent called the “Raksha Mantrl's
Operational Directive”, weitton by then dofonce

e o

i dnstai by been hbghtlgh-
o, Howovar, thit 1s the nuture of the infermntional
mlnrmd U\eutmlgdnm ey can anel tha weale
whﬂﬂw it Hewovir, whit mist alsa b
hiﬂﬂ i the fwsse of rationale, Have we
it hmummmlmﬁmrn.n luml-mmlg
g'hu ms m boin warldng on solutions’
no,

Tho writer ke merruur nfmnnmyrnmmnmd
i, Twithor:

wamicar ptel
o0 ©
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Boost for arbitral process

Court reaffirms need for limited judicial intervention

—_—
Juvra] Singh Bindra
hawna Lakhing

Tve Artiivration and
I Conclliation Act, 1996,

shaped significantly by the
UNCITRAL Model Law on
International Commercial
Arbitration, secks v curtall
unnecessary court invelvement n
arbitration proceedings, In Lavt
Iiatermtionil Mintellectiwals
LLP, the Delhi High Court
reatfirmed the importance of
limited judbcial intervention
regarding interim orders bsued
by arbitral teibunaly under
Section 17 of the Act,

The decision arose from an
appeal under Secthon 37 of the Act
aginat an inverim order, wherein
the tribunal had, among other
things, reduced the quantum of
security originally granted in

ct of royal by payments due
wnder the contract, and directed
fior a robust form of security, such
us property or bank guarantee,

The single-judge bench
werutinlsed the scope of appellate
Jurisdiction under Section
AT 00) of the Act and
emphasised that court
imerference should be minimal
Whvn an a|1£('n|. s muhe a.\..llmun

INTERIM ORDERS, Court to
step In only in race cases

re ot exercived
arbitrarily, the courts are guided
by establlshed principles which
thie clvil courts roaitiively employ
for granting interim relief,
pﬂfliuﬂ.lmr under Order XXXIX
Rubes 1 and 2and Order XXXV
Rube 5, CPC,

The slegle-judge beneh
observed that the court while
exerclsing powers under Section 9
of the Act i not strictly bownd by
the text of these provisions but
have to adhere vo their underlying
principles, whichact axa
safejuiard agalnst iy damage to
the suit proy during the
wm!r:nl:um‘;ml h‘;ﬁuqutnn;
the furnishing of security,

The single- judige bench
m:rmvd:ln: Interimorders for

hiing security must be

Imsiacd by
lnhuml Adiscretlonary interim
order from an arbitral tribusal
alisuld only be overturmed i it bs
Tonund 1o b perverse or
manifestly arbitrary,

As mich, the cotirt will only step
i todmterfere with the arder of
the tritwnal where the order
suflfers from patent legality or
perversity.

PATENT ILLEGALITY
Theterm “patent ilegality™ is
understood in the context of
pblhe policy of the country. The
Supreme Court, inan carlier
decixion in Ssangyong Engineering
& Construction Co, L hhx Nittional
Highvwys duthority of India,
interpreted “patent lllrmlmr‘ and
obscrved that as arbltral award
can be set aside on this ground i it
Ineither contrary tothe
fundamental policy of Indian law
o 8 against basic notions of
Justice or maorality, This means
that if an awand §s based on no
evidence or ignores crucial
evidence, it can be deemed
“perverse” and |s set aslde for

bl patently illegal,

'ﬂl'hxlf:nulr >]‘lldill' bench further
examined the application of
Chrelers XXXVITEand XXXIX of the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908
while grantng lnterim relief, The
wourts hanve broaed powers vo grant
interim measures of protection
under Section Softhe Act.

To ensure that such broad

thehindubu

passed where it prima facte
appears that without such
wecurity, the clalmant may not be
neroh‘mFﬁ from a favourable
wward, Accordingly, the interim
orders had been passed by the
trilsunal after o detailed
examination of the evidence vo
determine the quantum of
sevuriy,

Furthermore, the tribunal
ordered for a robust security o be
Emnﬂrd on the basis that there

ad been a diminution in the

liguidity of the appellant and a
chieque may not, o these
chrcumstances, continue to
provdde adequate seeurdty. The
shigle-judge beneh concluded
it the interim order passed by
the arbltral tribumal veas
well-reasoned and was neither
perverse nor arbitrary, Therefore,
It il ot wareant Interference by
the court under Section 37,

Through this interpretation,
the benely has given primacy vo
the everarching principles of
party autonomy and minimal
curlal intervention in arbitration
miaters, bolstering the integrity
of the arbitration process. It has
relnforced the principle that an
unfettered seope of Intervention
Im the arbitral process woulkd
undermine the spirit and purpose
of the Act,

Mindrs b Partrey, and Lahbena. iy Associnte,
Cyei Amarthand Mingakin

inessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.
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Govt mulls 5 pe equity offer in PowerGrid, PFC

The Pewer Minstry i mulng a § per cent equity offering of fresh shares in
Perwer Grid Corporation of Inda Lid (PGCILY and Power Finanos Corporation
{PFC), In the cave of PGEIL, there are several busingss concerns, Howsver,
thire i 1o particulas sdue in the case of PFC, according to effclals.

Baja) Auto plans to axe 2,500 jobs over 3 years

D Aurto Led sakd it plars to reduce about 2,500 jobs over the nest three
yoars, trimming It workfonge by 24 par cent to.cut coRts and bolter it
earnings, Bajsj Auto plans 1o pay cash for workers to leave their jobs, in o
voluntary retirement schame. The plan will leave Bafa) Auto with aboug 8000

SURRAMANI BA MANCOMBU

CONLFOVErsy over
Irregularithes i the export
of organie rice has brought
Into focus the role of the
Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA) as the nodal agency
of the National Programme of Ongunle
Produc: 3

To hoodwink authoritics, some
unscrupulous exporters shipped out
white iee asorgasie rice during the
period when it was banned between July
2023 and Sepieniber 2024, The kst
cam to Hght following husinezstine's
report based on data showlng quite s few
ancmalies, linchiding dhipinents o
tations that cannot afford to buy
arganic rice,

T issue has now become
Tsumongous with other ex) e
llfl:‘\.‘lkﬂ:}' athorltles’ u:mul
detaining two ships, for over two
NS Fow, golng o the courts, Intwe
cases that hove come up for hearing, the
Gujarat High Court has ordered the
arrest of merchant vessel SW South
Wind I, Twoexporting firms — MEIR
Clommodities India and Farmart — are
secking compensation totalling 8 1.8
million (X115, 15 ¢rore),

The shipping firm will Hkely be heard
In these cases modn amd its angument is
awalted. Experts wonder what would
APEDA or the government argue if the
shipping firm polnts fingers at them
The exporting firms have argued
thelr consignments were cheared by the
authorities and have been held updue o
other susplclous cargoles),

Whiat If the court orders APEDA o
compensate the exporters sinee
certification of organic exports is under
Its control? Experts point toa similar
cane bn which over 500 grape growers
froam Malarashtra sought €273 crore
from APEDA

Inthis 2000 case — pending before
the Supreme Court now = the growers
arguied that thedr shipients were
refected by the European Union after
authorithes cleared them. They argued
that thelr conslgnments were sent as
APEDA had approved them. Arguing in
the Mumbai High Court, the Centre said
IEcould orly ofter t963 crore, The
court, however, asked the government
o compensate e frmers falrly, N8 -r
went interest s added o the clalm in
apexcourt, it could be T600 crove ru.nw.

Thiese bsues Righlight that all s not
well with the NPOP, One of the
problems s lack of strong meastires 1o
penalise wilful defaulters. Penalties
should be o detervent and not atoken
measure,

The revised guidelines under NPOP
propose to inmpose a penalty of € fakh

Bhawarkal Chandak

he idea that a soclety's well-be-
T I by influenced by its economic

Imstivuthons dates back to Adam
Smith, This year, the Economlcs Nobel
wan awarded to Daron Acemogla, Si-
mon Johnson, and James inwon
(AJR) for thelr ressarch demonstratl
Ihcllnl Botween economic and rocicta

fons and the level of prosy
By nstituclons, the lareates refer 1o
the broad set of riles and norms thit
govern the economic behaviour of busi-
Aessed and wclc:)'u- amnation,

An example of the impact of Institu-

tional differences can be seen in the
high income disparity between No-

think -bl -5

Organicrice exports:
sift grain from chaff

STERN ACTION. Steep hike in penalties for fraud under

the Natlonal Programme of Organic Products

and blacklisting erring firms are the need of the hour

For the first wilful defaul, This will not
prevent unserupulows clements from
resortbng to fraud such as shipping out
white rice as organic rice.

HEAVY FINES IN US
Experts say fraud in the organic food

imprisonment besides being asked 1o
pay 815 million (V126 crore),

Cuirrently, penalties are bow and a
mintseule portion of the crores of rupees
defaulters earn. There s also no

srovision (o prevent d defaulker from
Lunching another l'mnirlln'

chain will affiect b
fails to consbder this, The demand ls for
Teavier fines than “pecuniary” ones, For
cxnmpk the US Department of

d the NPOP fune pended. We
arewit m—mng llllamnmnn rlee
exports,

Certification bodies nyust alvo be

I (USEA) has provisions i
I:nptlwl!lhuw\ﬁuhlingomnnh
products norms and levy fines running
isvto millions of dollars, 1n 2019, the
WSDA charged four persons with fraud
in melling organic food.

The maln sccused got aver 10 years of
Iimprisonmont, Ina 2020 case, an
ndividualwas sentenced o 51 months

Experts are of the view
that as an agency
promoting exports,
APEDA’s role clashes with
that of being a nodal
ageney for NPOP, Also,
APEDA is short on
manpower

ted 11 they are found connlbving
with the defaulter, APEDA o NAB
(National Acereditation Body) can refer
the issue to higher officlals to go ahead
with the prosecution,

Experts argue that NIFOF has been
notified under the Forelgn Trade
(Pevelopment and Regulation) Act
(FTDR), which has provisions for
erlminal |mne¢ul|m:b¢1{dﬂ penalty.
Under the FTDR Act, the penalty for any
wibful default is five times the value of
the cargo, For example, if the value of a
cargois T100 crove, o penalty of £500
erare can be imposed,

While ncreasing the penalty or
Inchiding provisions toe inveke the FTDR
Act, e '\I'(ll' needs toblacklist

mmit sich

fuldelines, He sald the revised
puldelines will try vo ensure clarity and
eliminate ambgulty, besldes focusingon
rransparency, However, tey must deter
those trving tochoodwink the system
hrouigh heavy penalties and ertminal

prosecution,
Thee NAB s the apex decislon-making
body for NPOP with APEDA providing

thve supporti T sesretariat for NAB, One
of the lacunae of NAK s that its
approach s based on process rather than
product,

Experts saythe NAR should be
structuned like the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAL),
“The other issue with N PO is while
APEDA carries out investigations on
complaints of irregularities, it also hasn
role in NAB' decision agaknst those who
e at faialt, This bs ke a police
perionnel turning judge. Experts are of
the view that s an agency promotin
exports, APEDA" role clashes with that
nl'{:.'illx anodal agency for NPOP Also,
APEDA s short on manpower,

The Centre should nos ope for just a
coametic change of NP Rather, it
needs tostrengthen the organic farming

fnud On Cxtober I.l' APEDA Chakrman
Abhishek Devsald the agency inin the
process of finalising the revised NPOP

Marwaris and the 2024 Nobel

in terms of differences in thelr polivical
arvd economiz institutional framework,
An example of 8 successful soclal in-
:llunlun Is lhn Marwarl community.
within the same geo-

lml nr\'n th common economic

nn political institutions as other In-
dian communities, the Marwaris have
achbeved  remarkable  cconomic

prosperity

TRUST-BASED CREDIT

A key factor for this lies in thelr in-
formal instirutional framowork, which
enabled them to leverage trade credit
effectively. Tnm Is the comentone of
trade credit. exten-

LEVERAGING. Trade cradit netwark

was absent or inaccessible, Such fa-
milial business relagionships not nwr‘lz
provide eredit bur extend advice

strategic partnerships, It minimisen
eredic risks  and maximise

skan of trade mdll relied on extended

" Historically, trust in B26 credit rela-

wystem, lenecedstobring in
measwres than whll encounge genuine
producers and exporters rather than
Hy-by-night operators,

e honour financial - commitments.
These factors acted a8 powerful de-
rerrents to defaults.

With changing soclal values and
weakened socletal bonds, and events
like demonctisation and the Covid-19

ndemic, the trade credit ecosystem

s been disrupted, eroding the willing-
o to honour fimancial commitnients.
Inense competithon and the loosen
of close-knit soclal ties have dimini
lbr dfmlm-cnur of repatational

wides rml dela
and !nrm. I?hm o F

ment culture - once key o hudnm

e ath
USITHRSCS. Ve on tation,
Wi

which i decply tied vo credit disclpline.
- inf

hers in th . Tresm 1 0,500 work o8, Arizona, US, and Nogales, Son-  family ties and rcwumhln mmhu b 7 kee this, real-time track-

il warRmaeN ars, Mexleo, desplte sharing the same  ances, and referral tand  clal and busines: IW th default Ing of ent defaults and delays,
Forelgn alrlines offer 1,639 extra flights In open s riod o climate, and culture across  distingulshed huinmandoummnl\) and  bankrupt I.thbn |Iuhl1y 'lmll along with the digital dissemination of
n.,_.|."|ﬁ:d opans-sky policy 5 proving to be & mayor drm,mln?" the US-Mexico border, A similar con-  figures, ‘L fear of ref this information to stakcholders, can
government fecendng 1,619 requosts fer ‘siots’ allocation from various trast exists between South Kores and Thix trustbased credit network  dumages and soclal boyeotts —such s fostera trade credit oewyRtem,
International asdines to operate fights during the winter season. What thia North Korea, These obvious intra-com:  helped them in establishing and ex-  avolding marriage alliances with bank-
e is the government has received requests for more than 1,600 additional munity inequalicy Is explained by AJR  panding their businesses when banking — rupt families — created strong pressire  The writer i for mar OGM, 5000
flights 1o be operated during thee frvo mcnth limited open sky period
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Tax truths

Diveet tax base shonld be widened

ecently released data on dircet tax
R collections trends over two decades do have

some important lessons to offer, For one,
there has been anotable improvement in the tax
base onaccount of a number of factors, for which the
income tax authoritics must be g|wn some credit,
The tax base has expanded from 5.26 crore in AY 14 1o
10,41 crore in AY24, a growth of 98 per cent ina
decade or a CAGR of about 7 per cent.

-
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POCKET

The rise indigital footprint as wellasa
raft of confidence-building measures —
such as consolidated and transparent
Ineome statements, pre-filling of returns
for individuals, speedy refunds, among
others — have aided bonafide taxpayers.
The gains of compliance exceed the risks of
flying below the radar in a digital age.
However, the growth of the population and
workforee would per se have boosted
taxpayer numbers, There I8 also no getting
away from the strange fact that just about 7
per cent of the population pays taxes in the
world's fastest growing economy. There are
at least three categories of ineome carmers
whio can be tapped to improve the base:
agriculturists, small and medium
enterprises, and expatriates. Incomes from
farming above o threshold can be tapped;
small farmers covered under schemes such
a8 PM Kisan Sannidhi Yojana can be
exeluded, There are any number of digital
touchpoints now, besides lind records,
evien in the case of rural transactions to
arrive at a database, Itis simpler to dosoin
the case of small enterprises, o8 the GST
network can work as a rich data base for
Ineome tax authorities. A presumptive
taxation model can be tried here, 1tis not
known whether expatriates are paying their
shure of taxes on the Indian component of
thedr salary, which falls outside the ambit of
any double taxation avoldance treaty,

There are many interesting facets to
India's direct tax experience. Atax
buoyaney of .12 in FY 24 marks the only
seventh year since FY 2001 when the ratio
has exceeded two, What's more, direct
taxes s a percentage of total taxes has risen
from 36.3 et cent i FY 2001 to 56.72 per
cent today, a progressive shift by any
yardstick, as there can be no two views
about indirect taxes pinching the poor. But
what is less equitable is that the buoyancy
has been led by individual income tax
payers rather than corporation taxes,

"This reversal oceurred abruptly bn FY20,
coinciding with tax concessions to
corporates, and has stayed that way since
then, For 1Y 25 till October, net direct tax
collections have risen 18,35 per cent, with
personal incone tax surging ahead, Within
the personal income tax space, the number
of individuals filing returns has grown ata
slower pace between FY20 and FY 23,
implying that the tax growth has probably
been led by a smaller section of individuals,
Individuals surely deserve a begter deal,
after reposing faith in tax reforms
introduced over the last decade or more,
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i "TJ!;'y are into some kind of Al hardwarel”

ABHLT DAS

woent medla repons

that the Department ol

Commerce has declded 1o

o show on many FTA

lationgand bsinthe

procees of revising its FTA strategy, This
opportunity must be utilised to take a
hardd ook at issues of concer in FTAs,
particularly government procurement,

What is the common thread rinning
through the following two recent events:

pverniment colebrating 10yvears of
Make In Indiag and the ninth round of
India-EU megotiations for a free trade
agreemaent in the last week of
September?

An importaiit polley it rument —
povernment procurement — |inks these
seemingly unconnected events. s it
posaible thar the government devel
wecond thoughts on (s FTA strategy In
wiew of the role of government
procurement in domestic policy?

With the WTC rules havin
conslderably restricied the elbow room
of governments to bend in favour of
their domestic producers and service
suppliers government procurement
remains an imponant exception.
GOvernmenits in Mot countries ire
wlbowed to favinir thelr domestie
producers and service supplicrs in the.
procurement of goods and services by
therm for thelr own tse and not for

commencial purposes,

GOVT PROCUREMENT

What do FTA negotiations have 1o do
with governmient procurerient? I modt
of the recent FTAs of the devel
countries, cach party has agreed to treat

suppliers from the other party at par
with l12 domestie suppliers in
pntmmn:{mhm,r:rﬁmh-dy.m-
curtails the fexibility available to
ROVErmEnts 1o use } rment ,

1 as a poliey i or
bﬂoﬁlil‘\glhc :omlmn:?;l prospects of
their domestic supplicrs,

How has the Centre used government
procurement b0 boost the demestic
economy? Rule 153 of the General
Financial Rules allows the Central
Gowernment to provide for mandatory
Fﬂwmmnl of any m\m or services
ram aty category of bidders, oF provide
for preference to bidders on the grounds
of promotion of locally manufactured
goods or locally provides services,

Purther, the Public Procurement
Poliey for Micro and Small Enterprises

(MSF) mandates 25 per cent annual
SEs by Central

procurement from
Ministries Departments/Central Public
Sector B wed (CPE).

“The effectiveness of this policy can be
assessed from the fact that the toral
procurément by Central

;

i
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Welcome rethink
on FTAs

CAUTION NEEDED. Ceding ground on government procurement would impair the use of
this instrument for boosting local economic capacity

MSEs during the financlal year 202324
was TR2, 630,38 crore,

Another initiative, the Fublic
Procurement (Preference 1o Make in
Tidba) Coreber, 2007, (PP 2017) alms o
ereate an assured domestic market for
manufacturers, who wre genuinely ‘Make
i India®, therely encouraging
utilisation of Indian manerial resources
for the provision of goods required for

public procurements,
How has gmtmmm‘t&r;rurrmcm
in India’s FTAs? While some of

N {41l PTAS have provishons on
Information exchange in ml:a of
ROVERMITAT procurement, t
Comprehensive Econombe Parinership
Agreenent with Jupan requlres a party
noenter into negotiations with the other
party if the former provides
non-discriminatery market access in
government procurement 1o thind
SOy,

I the FTA between Dndia and the
UAE, both parthes have agreed to

Many studies have
highiighted how the US
has used the instrument of
ZOVErNMent procurement
to provide an assured
market to its business
entities who ereate
products based on frontier
technologics.

provide mon-discrimilnatory treatinent
10 goods, services and services suppliers.

atimuilis package must use only iron,
steel and other manufactured goods

of theother party in government produced in the US.

oeurement contracts, However, lndia Further, many studics have
s execlided procirenments condicted Tilghlighted how the US has used the
under PO 2007 from the Instrument of Nt procurement
non-discriminatory market sccess, 1o provide an assured market to i

It ls reasonable woassume that in thelr — business entitles who ereate products
FTA negotiations with India,the Ukand  based on frontier technologles, This has
thie EU would be secking | bled Iocal entrep e ip
market access for their entities in Indin's — thelr production and become
overnment procurement beyondwhat — commercially viable,
fndlahaapnwbdrd tathe UAE, Wil India not gain from having

on-discriminatory access o

TIME TO PAUSE povernment procurement markets n

In particular, demands could be made on
lns:: not ieexchade procurements
under P 2007 from the
mon-diseriminatory market secess, If
Inddia {s unable to resist this pressure, it
would considerably undermine the
ability of the government touse paiblic

et s an instrament for
promoting Make In India. The recently
announced pause provides seope for
rethink,

CIOVETTIETIE (ROCUREMENE measires
have been used by other countries to
bolster domestic production, protect
vulnerable groups and also support
environment and libour conceris,

Many developed countries have made
effective use of this policy instrument.
'rll‘nlillmm:e.ihummrlun Hecovery mll

the EU and the UK? No doubt the value
of government procurement In these
mnarkets that may be subject to
non-discriminatory treatment are
Impreasive = €473 billioa in the EU in
2022 and £110b1lken inthe UK in 2021,

However, It s a harsh reality that
miniseule value of the procurement is
avarded to suppliers from outside the
ELL Some studies have concluded that in
manry years less than @15 per cent of the
EL's procirement was swarded 1o
non-EL sources, Indio’s negotiators
must not imagine that o blg commerclal
epportunity awalts India's exportens In
the public procurement markets in the
Eland the UK,

Tnconclusion, India needs totresd
extremely cautbously while negotiating

At of 2000, impl
i the wake of the global financial erisis,
sought 1o save existing jobs and create
mew omes, It imposed ageneral
Irement that qnydmbhcbuﬂdlng or
lie works project finded by the new

[mproving credit penetration in Bihar

RBI's priority sector lending guidelines have a key role to play in providing credit to small farmers, artisans and micro firms

—
Dharmandor Shamb

Uhar, one of India’s most
popalous, has a predominantly
rarian cconomy, Per Census
2007 nt lewst B8 per cent of the State’s
population reside in rural areas. Per
Perlod Labour Foree Dana, close vo 50

decreased, from 69 per cent to 66 per
cent over the same period.

As of March 2023, Bihar's Credit
Depodit (CD) Ratio stands ot 53,00%,
significantly lower than the natlonal
average of 75800, according todata
from the State Level Bankers’
Committee (SLEC),, a reflection of low
[ lim?l\um portion of Ililhar'l

pcfm:ml‘thrwr‘urnm ploved in

Ah
i W raerved by

toclay. Dy
strides in infrast nm:!mm:l eeanomie
development, Bilar continues to face
challenges in accessing formal credir,
Ml::ﬂlrhwmhm.

As per NABARD's State Focus Paper
202425, over the bast five years
(2018-19 10 2022-23), Bilar has seen
notable 101% ingrease in Ground Level
Credit (GLC), rising from €1,09.582
erore to £2,20 520 ¢rore,

“This growth includes o 91 per cent
surgge in priority sector advances, which
went from 875 K0 erore in 2017- 1810
144961 crore in 2022-23. Despite this
progress, certain sectors show areas of
comeT

For Instance, whille GLE for

i d allied activitios grew by

62,77 per m‘;l. crop boan dishursements
dechined from t1%446 crore in 2018-19
1o R18,265 crore in 2022-23,

Ad ly, the proportion of pricrity
sector lending within overall GLC has

Per RBE master directions on Priority
Sector Lending (IFSL), 22 owt of 38
districts have a per capha PSL fow of
Bess than $9,000, impacting small
furmaers, artisans, and MSMEs,

Despite an increase in ground-level
credit I the state, these fygres
highlight @ substantial unt, eredit
potential. NABARD prisjected that there
18 €2,43,093 crore credit potential for
TBilarin 2024-25,

REIPUSH
RENs Master Directions can
significamtly help Rilar by ensuring that
underserved secvors of the economy
receive adequate financial support,
Under PSI incentive framework,
fresh priority sector loansin districts
with lower eredit flow (per caplta PSL
Beas than $9,000) will be assligned

.
A

g =1l “d
CREDIT, Making it accevstibeiicemmns

resources vo underserved reglons,
including Bihar's 22 low-credic districts,

Banksare required to allocate a
portion of their lending to critieat
sectors, with 18 per cent of Adjusted Net
Bank Credit (ANBC) directed toward
agriculture, includinga 10 per cent
narget specifically for Small and
Marginal Parmers (SMPs), Additionally,
7.5 per cent of ANBC must be allocated
tomicro-enterprises,

‘The Bilar goveriiment car play 4
proactive role in deepening eredit
penetration by leveraging the Business
Correspondent (I0) ecosystem ass
perlodic monltoring mechanism. A
s jon-mode approach can be adopred
o drive loan penctration through

alistrict-wise campaigns, such as loan
melas, inanckal

utles o gone : I its
FTAs, Anel, that holds true for FTA
provisions In general.

The writer i an mbennaticnal trade esgent, Views
enpreiiad e pariinal

per caplta P51, A targeted goal 1o double
credit penctration over the next five
years can be achieved through a robust
expansion of the BC network,
I:mruhrly Increasing the presence of

ik saklds (warnen: bod BC8) deross
rural areas. Thiswill not only deepen
financial inclusion but also cmpower
WOIEN mnhng them ntegral o the
credit delivery process.

The adoption of digital platforms for
Toan disbursenent, mobile banking
apps, and online credit assessments can
significantly reduce the time and cost of
accessing eredit, Bihar government can
also enhance the role of its BC network
h'y«;]uhspllu:tlwmwlh digital vools,
enabsling seamless onboarding, real time
monitoring, and better hinancial literacy
for borrowerns,

The ted PSL guldelines provide a
crlllt‘illlz:::ﬂllllllyfll:r I.ilhurur:dd:m
fvs regiomal disparities in eredic access,
parthcularly inunderserved districts,

Targeted interventions, Hie loan
melas and a focus on expanding the BC
network with a special em phasis en
womer-bed “bank sakhis,” will be kev 1o
doubling eredit penetration over the
ext few years, With a coordinated,
nﬂ:sln‘n!vmnd\'nppnwh. Bihar can

higher welght of 128 prrn-uf. This
ncentivises banks o allocate more

alrives, and mass sutreach rame,
particularly inthe 22 districts with low

i potential,

T writer i Pariner, Grana Thomsoen et
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Quick commerce should
explainits pricing game

Are quick delivery services using predatory prices? While it s for Indias antitrust authority

to decide on a probe, Zepto, Blinkit and Instamart can wse ransparency against suspicions

few years ago, retailers had pro-
tested the ways of private online
platforms. Small shops claimed to
be victims of a power imbalance,
one that India’s 2022-launched
L ONDC was expected to help
mdma\ If last week's complaint by product dis-
tributors evokes a sense of déjavi, it's because a
charge of predatory pricing has been levelled
again. this time against quick-commerce firms,
The All India Consumer Products Distributors
Federation (AICPDF), which represents some
400,000 entities that distribute fast-selling
stuffmade by major companies, wants the
Competition Commission of India to probe
quick-delivery players like Zepto, Zomato's
Blinkit and Swiggy's Instamart for their alleged
violation of rivalry rules by selling wares at
unfairly low prices to lure customers through
pricing policies that could drive other channels
outof husiness. The AICPDF's letter to India's
antitrust authority not only states that quick-
commerce firms have begun dealing directly
with many manufacturers, putting the survival
ofregular retailers at threat, butalsoalleges that
significant control of inventory at dark stores
amounts to a violation of law,

Networks of dark store-houses have enabled
quick-commerce leaders to home-deliver gro-
cerieswithin spans as short as 13 minutesand
the rapid adoption of these zippy services may
have been at the cost of neighbourhood shops
toasignificant extent. The legal status of these
stores may need a look-in. But if this format
finds itself under an antitrust lens, itslegitimate
factors of success must not get mixed up with
muscles flexed to bully the market. Speed of
delivery, this format's edge, is the principal
innovation that has attracted customers. Thisis

Justamark of the retail sector’s evolution. The
unfair part, asalleged, is how quick deliveries
are priced. Isit harming other retailers? This
cannot be determined without a look at details.
Aswith the appeal of swiftness, we can't fault
tech-driven cost efliciencies that let these start-
ups operate on thin margins. As for bulk deals
with suppliers to strike bargains and reduce
price tags, this practice only captures a transi-
tion from small- to large-format retailing. Econ-
umlesofscalecanspeilhl,g discounts that are
hopperssave money, all this
“nif corner shops lose foot-
falls. Yet, heavily funded startups are often sus-
pected of ‘burning cash’ to buy market share by
selling products far below cost inan attempt to
attain market dominance. Ifrich startups are
deploying their coffers ona strategy of signing
up peaple for habituation by paying their gro-
cery bills (even partly), then the seruting of fair-
play rules must apply. The brute force of hig
money shouldn't get to reshape retail dynamics
inamanner that would let only a few plavers
survive, depriving us ofa well-contested sector.

In general, only evidence of competition rules
being flouted can justify intervention ina mar-
ket that should otherwise be free to evolve as
guided by forces of demand and supply. 1t is
true that antitrust cases often take too long to
resolve, Even the need of an investigation is yet
tobedecided. However, itisin the interest of
quick-commerce businesses to have this con-
troversy settled at the earliest. To thatend, they
could make disclosures in their defence that go
bevond the usual regulatory requirements of
transparency. If their margins and account
books reveal explainable and fair pricing, then
the threat they're perceived to pose may well be
within the limits of fair competition.
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Indian philanthropy should take
anew approach to mental health

Letk frame mental health as a fooman right and then focus on accessibifity and non-discrimination

HARSH MARIWALA
Is founder of Mariwala Health Initiative and
chalrman of Marica.

1" hegap in access to mental health-

carein India showld perhaps

more kpproprlately be called a
chasm. The space isoverdue for
increased philanthropic interest. How-
ever, while we try to bridge the dis-
tance, we shoukd ensure we do bt
rlght—with long-term, systemic and
structural change rather than short-
terminterventions.

The pandemic brought usa silver
lining with the mainstreaming of the
mental-health comversation. There has
been an increase in funding forthe
s from private philantheo pists and
Foundntions, many of whom tradition-
ally supported education, healtheare
and poverty alleviation,

However, my experience at Mari-
wala Health Initiative (MITE tells me
that we have barely scratched the sur-
Face. Mental healthis an urgent, wide-
apread and svstemic challenge. Piece-
mealand ineguitible Interventions are
grossly insufMiclent to address it To
mazke ameaningful dent, we need o
revislt and fine-tune ourapproach
and priorities

unigue stressors, higher rates of mental
health dist ress and greater

and social workers should be trained

arcessing care. What exacerbatesthe
{ssue is oo cwrrent approach of seeing

o kncory yeho-social and
Intersectional lens. They should be
L\qu]ppud ln scknm\ ledge that & per-

meental a top-d SET-
vhee, fecusing on d::gnn-.ls and instit-
tlonal as well as clinical solutions.
While we do need toaddress the gap
between the denund and supply of
meental health professtonals, we tend
to overiook the role that peer suppart

ventions can play.

MHI has partnered with almost 70
non- profit organiztions that work on
mental health at the grasmotswith
murginalized communities. Their pro-
grammes are deslgned within the bocal,
eultural and soclal context. Philanthro-
pists can spemd efficiently by funding
dhivelopment and capacity-butliding foc
such peer and codnmunity pmmmmm.
whichire tailored to

L Pace, casie,
reh,gmu.soxu.ﬂltg' dmbl.ht class and
age—resilts in unigue expertences and
hence mental health outcomes, For
example, MHIs Queer Affirmative
Counselling Practice (QACT) s
desigmed to help mental health peacti-
tioners Incorporate a queer-affirmative
bems to thelr counselling, thereby
ensuring that their practice becomes a
safe space for people who have lved
experiences that vary from the “‘norm.*

Community or peer interventions
based on dentlty or geography are
often small-seale grassroot efforts,
Scaling asinglesuch model b5 niot effec-
tive because mental healtheare cannod
affiord a one-size-fits-all approach.

of the community. India has found

ly, mental health interven-
tions often lack the lmmediate and

Ble outeomes that

proven success in tralning o
meembers Lo respond (0 commaon Jm-n
tal distress in villages.,

Another way to make 1 health-

psts have come o expect From educa-
tion o hegltheare, We must be open o
hes hevond impact

care more sccesaible o underserved
communities s to lnvest bn Hs integra-
thon with primary healthcare systems,
As part of an angoing collaboration
with the Chhattisgarh State Health
Resource Centre, MH] designed a cur-
ricufum onmental health and suicide
prevention and shared it with 120
measter trainers scross Chhattisgurh,
The trainers pass on these shills and

mumbers.

Creating comprehensive and inte-
grted programmes that sddress per-
sorclized and localized needs calls for
large-seale collsboration. Fhilanthro-
pists need towork not just with one
another, but alse with governments,
corporations, non-profis, academic
Institutions and community leaders.

Ttiscrucial | mn

tooks to front-line healthe: rh

i I Aoy

Similarwork b;hch:gdlmeinl{cmla .
with the Kerala State Health B

hhaldn@; plarﬁ:nn\ thal hp_]p d:l'ﬁ-mnt
research-

Centre for mental healtheare and sui
chde preventhon with the L L‘Hmb\
eomrmunity, Thi

s, and philant hroplsts—
ﬁham thelr Insights, learnings amd best.

For one. most funding
directed to mental healthcare institu-
thons inurban areas. This care does not
reach remote and marginalized com-
munities such as indigenous or rural
grougs, Dalit commumities, women, the
LGETQIA community, and people
with disahilities. These groups face

that [ bvealtheave | rt ol
general healtheave amd stigmatization
isreduced,

Ilrm veer, while 11uJirJ.1rug capacity, i

\L{ilmd o prull together to passh for
policy and cultural shifts that embrace
arights-based approach and aninclu-
shve framework that encourages muli-
ple v néu-q pempenlves and narratives,

I be framed asa
human right, focusing on accessibility
and non-discelmination. Practitioners

10 PEARS 460

Sir about

pl
mi.l\t:llhi alth is not godng tocut it We
mewed fochange it narrative.

rﬂ'SE A mwem_l

Life’s most persistent
and urgent question is,
‘What are you doing

for others?”

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

-

The advances of SpaceX have effected a paradigm shift

SpaceXwus born from Musk's vision of s

disruptied thi el with fervel

A oy It

d satedlite

practical soluth

beyomed

AMIT KAPOOR & MEENAKSHI AJITH

| n 18968, Neil Amhlmn;,lmk!lhhutnrh

Furian settle .mm1Msru"pa.tdtl\lo,mn-
structive, inspirational goal® e
hurseanity i chall [‘om' i,

ofneusnhh-uxbcel un_hmzlogy nllnwinga
1

fights,

b proposed 520 million for a ‘Mars Casls'
project, an inltiative aimed at sending a
vobotic lander to Mars by 2005 and creating

step oo the 3

amindgr Tinfy Iy, the plan

md.ucl.ugcnl:ty
!\tlho hmrt of these achle \\(‘J‘I‘l!l'lli Il.usa
in
dr.-w-hpmpm{llﬂﬂ I prowves that the rele-
vinee of R&D extends

Starlink project, for instance, not nn]y'lJmt.
s demincratize internet o o bt epand

technology can b utilized to track the
spread of diseases. Satellites can mnllilnr

thebroader olution

ar tos tht oo

rir all parts of the workd, Its beneficlarles

include business operations, emergency

respunses, remote education projects and
uther endeavours.

easeaiuthreaks, alding researchers and pub-
lic health oficials in responding proactivedy.

Desrupeive Innovation, ss done by SpaceX,
therefore, offers solutlons not just for

*That' smpnnmllsﬂq’a For man, one giant | did not mateclalize, lirgely duetothesxor- | beyond innovatkon; it eul- The com ny's Startink’s advanced sat- | humanity's firture, but slsoforthe present,
leag for mankind.” This profound moment | bitant costs oflaunching rockets intospace, | tvates a culture of curios- pa y allite techmologies provide | With challesges siech as olimate changg and
nidonfy erkmdhumamlvsﬁrsijuurmu to | Thisohstack v e hiirth of S5 ity and i tagion. eritical data on deforests- | resource depletdon looming over planet

ely, bk & e Ttk s, th e ing-exdge | SpaceX's Iterative breakthmughs Hon, urbanization, weather | Earth, the need for hurminity to adapt has
[EY ion that Inspired generations. ’tl\-w research, the company wentabouttrying o | approach—testing, leam- go beyond extremes and naterl disas- | sever been more pressing.
daysage, whenSpaceX in anunprecedented | revolutionize the rocket-baunch indusiry, | ing and adapting—has ters. From an economic Withgreat power. however,

Y L 'chopstichs’” manoewvre caughi a rocket's | lowering costs, Frequent liunchesofrockeds | been at the forefront of afl cost.effective perspectivess well, therp- | responsibility. SpaceX’s ambitions uﬁ'er i@
are respectively, chair and rnassive bocster stage s it descended bock | badlt in larger quantities helped SpaceX | itssuecesses and filees. ple effects of SpaceX's | glimpse into a future where humanity can
development polcy lead at to Earth, CEC Elon Musk tweoted: “Bigstep | achieve economies of scale, lr.-ndmg to SpaceXswse of failure a5 reusahle technological advance- | thrive bevond our planet, seeking oot new
Irestituite for Compesitvensss. Inl;:'::itiﬁjnu!dng e multplanetary was g.uﬁ:ued pl;:&nl&:&.hl[m: il i bm al i 1 “" o uly k f glsn Ilu mwu“l Imul]mtﬁ m:ﬁnm;ﬁ&l)}ﬁqﬂunhim?ﬁmﬂamft

ke today. slrvess T 5 5 key rom the ets evelopments in rela reshald of this new era, it ks cruclal to

Just as Armstrong's Moon landing signl- | alm and synergies mized m':l\ allied | Amos-Gincidest n 2006 0 roc ar sectors, such as aerospace | recognize the impact that R&T) has on our
fied o huge leap for mankind, SpaceX's | projects, like Starlink—SpaceX's ‘satcom’ | the Starship SN and Star- Spa{e Iaunchﬁ engineering. roboties and | prospects, The lessons learnt from this jour-
advanes sre-de- | business aimed at offering internet access | ship SN3 in 2020, it hos materials science. ney Wailghluwlmmnmdanin&t.\ﬂ
fined mlal]cmw!llp with the cosmos. Each | across the globse throwgh o consteflation of | fced its fir share of mis- An empliasi entificfr hat not oxly
suceessful launch and recovery hnugv. m. Nites. The very scale of the company’s | haps. But by the phil hy of | ahle fees in rocket develog can | m Iut also prega
loser i traved o i L | venturesil pualify forwhat Thommas | “Fadl fast, leamn faseer,” llwuu:lhimoqnlcklg |nsp|m innevations in green terhm.lnm’ s for ethical dilemmeas that He ahead,
Thel aboster for t | Kuhnwould call a‘parsdigm shifi.” dentify and address failures, and is now hud developed forenergy effi The exploration of space is not just about

only exemplifies ﬂpm:u-‘( & culting-edge
engineering, bt also rilses a provocative
uesthan: Are we as a speckes golng to con-
quer thie heavens®

Fordecades, space travel was charcter-
e by encpenisi ve, ome-time-use Tockets that
necessitnied extensive resources for each
lavnch and lmited orbiil access, SpaceX

capable of doing back-to-back lannches

within 24 hours.
Thecompany’seforts alsoshine a light on

how rigorows sclentific inquiry can yield

and waste rodumlun lnspsm.-l.ru\lel mnhe
spplied il

cisnduering new frovtiers. Itis abowt undes-
i place in the universe and the

ation and energy, pro;
ralnable practices across multiple sectors.

responsibility we hold as stewards of our
planet and explorers of the great beyood.
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Billionaire power:

GUEST

\V/

There may be

away to escape anew gilded age

Pursue stromger institutionad means of tniting the influence of the privileged and reconsider policies that ereate disparities

153 2024 Nobel taureate, kistitute professce of
Economics a1 MIT and co-authar of Power and
Progress: Oy Thousand-Year Serugagle Over
Techrclegy and Prasperity.

wch hillionaires ssach as BE Gates,
Murk Zuckorbeng and Elon Musk ave
not just imang the e iw..: peoplhein
husman history, T
tomnlly poswerful —
ancl peditheally. Wihile this & ﬁpul tlva
veflectbon of th social status thal soc In-(} AL
o wealth, that s ol the whobe story, Wha
weven mioee than simple wealth I tht these bl Iun
alresare viewed as entrepreseurial genbuses who
eachibit unlepue bevels of creativity, dacing, foresdght
an] excpeertise o s witde mnge ol tophes, Aded the
Faed that somse of them condral major means of
commundcation—namely, key social-media
pbanforms— el you have somel hing almoss
vimpraralbislid invecent history

“Thves kg o thie rich, beave businessmnn who
tramsforms the workd can be fraced back at least 1o
the robber baross of the Gilded Age, Butone of the
ruidn Rodrces ol s contemporary popularappeal s
Ayn Rand's novel Atfas Sheuggedd, whose prodago-
it Joha Galt, strives to re-creste capitalism
threargh the shiser foree of his Jdbeal s and will,
Whille Rand's novel has nonleal statig
with Silleon Vaslley eantre i and libe
leunikng polltcisns, the nMuesee of s contr
archetype ks hardly confined (o those elvel
Eiruce Wayne (Batman) to Toay Stark (lren Man),
Fleh, tech savvy Innovators who save the w
Froam il o e stapile of populor culiure,

Porowr of fhe pirses Soma w B I
provwer thuam edbrers, Bt bow mosel ds oo muoeh®
e upsn & tHme, posver wis Hnled o physical
strengthor military prowess, whereas now Bs per-
s sl st from w o Jodinacey
persuaston power,” which, aswe explain
lavewar bhoah Power and Progress, s rooted instaius
o prestige, The greate k5, the more
wanily you can persnade ol hors.

Tl s vircaes o st aEnes VaEy beioes senbe tles, a6
dloies ths emtent toewhich it s unecually dstribated,
B ehe LS, stistus b s frmly linkoed i momney
] wealth churlog thie st

rlan-

1 Revolutioa, and
Lo ] wiralth inecuality skyrocheted ns a
result,

While there have been periocs i which govern-
el i erion sought toreveese the trend, U5
0 bty Dl Tuanel i sty it

’ sl is problbemat be for
Constant competiton for stats B largely o
sy afinie, Becanse status is o “positionad good
Mowre status for you means bess status For your
nekghiboan il o steo) plm-mh by Imaplies that somae
et will s
unhpy BEFO-SELT
activitl il b b imedTiclent sl excessive
coamparedd 1 those i non-gerag-sum actlivithes, 15i
Bietter tospeand on Boldes warehe
ahlla® Both may havie intrinsie

e, bt the

Tormer merely signals wealth, The lutter, by con
teast, v yonn hoamon cagaleal wod may abso conreib-
b e society. Thie flrst bs largely sero-sum, aond the
second i largely non-seso-sum,

The diviatorshipof diettantisn: There ave hoth
volitionary o social basos for linking persun
wdo powaer o stitis and prestige, Alerall, it s
IMI.\:.I-L..II\ il b lrurn nu;m pople whio

il rens link expurtine
nllihllcll'n\ Thiks forrm ol h rining Is goewd for
communitbes os it facilitates coordnation and o
eomvergencs Wowards best practioes. But when
watus s linked wwealth, snd wealth inequality
aroows large, the foundation thut underping
wxpertise stwrts o crumbl

Conslder a thought experd
greater expertise on carpentry —a peofessbon
muster carpenter or o idge- fund bdBonniee It
s natiral o plek the former; but the more
weilth confors status, te greatir the weight
attached o he)

e, Who has

\Hum-v
wedght today al--lI:hlll.lnmlnlnrnplulmup]n-l'
whin Tos loang grappdied seinh the e and whose
evidence and arguments hove been subjected (o
seruthny by other qualifiod experta? Mo of
peoplbe an X have implicily chosen the forme
e clreperwe are drw inio the ‘wealth-ls-
santus equilibelim, the more we wne ko
accepd the supremacy of tech hilllonaires. Yet icls
aliffbenilt e s that woalth eoibd b a perfeol
mazstire of merltarwisdim, ket alone o aseful progy
For aunhrity on carpentry or frisdom of spevih,
Maoreover, wealth s alwys somewhat arbirary,

W the tech sector had not hecome so central o
ther ecomomy, ad 1000was not delven Ty such
waroang winmer-tike-all dynamdes twhibeh s partly
amarter of chalee about hew we orginize cortain
amarkeets), ocay's tech tyconns would not have
beeome sorich, The fact that Gates nod Musk have
g tayed loss does not make thermn any wiser, bail
Arcertaindy s made them wealthler, and thus
e influential

Fower corrup ch figuires ulso beasefit freom an
wevien mare pernlekous dysamle that Johnson and |
axplore In Power pd Progress, using the ecxample
of Ferdinand de Lesseps. He gl ned enaormsons st
tu b Bate 180 h-century Frinee Gor bis complethon
aofth rie Cind in thee Tee of British ogposit lon
Ao il project. Hehaid foresight and skitfully con

vinced pelitielans b Egypt and France tha
thmee traade wounld become lmportant, Bu
also lueky: the hoped-Tor ieehnologies that he
weseched o bulld the canal without locks were

elevel ogeed just in time for the project,

With his S victory, Lesseps galned groad pros-
e, Ehuan whaiit Buie eliad weinhy hibs e status |5 Instmet-
v M bcnme reckless, unhinged nnd cocky,
piahing ths P

ansree flian 200,000 people and the financlal ran of
mmany maore, including his own Gumily, Like ol

Duabsrstie:, vnrest eninec and socially obomogloes,
Lesseps s story remilns relovant because || has
e hoes b the bedavboar of many Wiionabres today,

While some of America's wealthiost do not wse
thelrstatus o influence critieal public debates
(thinke Warven BulTeatl, many do, Gales,

George Soros and otherns do ot !hm:.umuwt ml\
U o prlitbes, amed wihile it 18 easy o welcomie words
m-.:“n-um(h wieshould reslst this tempution, It

i o tap the koo ledg wschorm of
Ui with espsert s o s given topike, bt counter-
prasdaert v v oy Ohe stotus of thosse who
alroachy have .

Aty apay, OF course, W s ol entleely the faul
o hillionaires that U8 poliey s cansing Ineguality
{ihongh they cortainly lobby for pollcles that have
ihibs effectl. should, Bewever, bear respoaisi-
Biility (Fhey imdsuse thelr status. | Isespecially
trvse when the v lEvaenge helr stals to edvas
thielr o e risd al thee e
ithiers’, or o polari socloty,

T wnaceomtatdi iionaines alreadly wield
ek nchae inflnence, the s thing we shoald
want Inlll;JN‘-[!u'!ll even hilgger pubdlic forums
(ke Musk's X0 Tsteacl, we shoubd pursue stronges
instivutional means of Hmiting the power anid
tnfuence of the priviloged, as well as reconsider
the palicies that created such masstve disparltles,

Bask thse: et nportan step will be e most
clifflenlt, We need o serlous conversation on what
wirahoudd value and how we con recognize and

ntribations of those whid

slaceion and the e
atrlakod Torgetting this prineipl
il "

MINT

Marijuana legalization: Do we

understand it

health effects?

Shockingly little is knenen abowt THCS impact on oo health

LISA JARVI
wiites about blotech, heaith cane and the
pharmacEutical ndustry ler Bleanibeng
Oipliwen

5V ire-Presddent Ramala Hirris ay
confirmed she s ppons the legall-
sl maripunna, 105 s change ol
bt that pekneowbedges the decades of
Inyjusthee wrowght by the erlminallzstional”
small ameunts of weed and follows o
broader shift insentiment aboat cannabis
il LTS, Bt nnasbees semse— i nocompanbed
an effort o understand how pot affects
il
v adulisare ereasingly taking to
cannabis, Reeont data from the annual
Blomabtoring the Fuatre surveey shows that
et s nevier bee this popular. Another
e all achalis;
-ty cannabds use in 2022 forthe
Tt thame surpessed regulor aloohe] con-
siimmpdbon. Thess trenes woubd Dntensify 5
foihirvad vestrictioons wire Hftod. That s

i n||||m,|r|mdc'ud|-m|-
shwwing how smoking and dleohed hun
ouir heslth, yed data oncannsbis's effects i
ahockingly thin, That leaves comsamers,
medical providers and policymakers to
Euess at what consampiion to consider
harmless ancd what to worry about.

Isat closm with Nowa Vielleow, directorol
the U8 Natlonal Instinute on Drug Abuase,
the arm of the National Instinies ol Health

vesponsdbibe forsetting the resenrch agenda
o | Hek substances and addiction, Pare ol
our clisessdion centred on fonow ledge gaps
o he health effeces of canmulis—a begacy
ol prcliecdees that roede 1 dUTEcult o study It
aswell s 2 shifting landseupe of products
bewastiongg a pestemsey that s wildly different
from what boomers, Gen Xers and even
milllennlals i ki s teens,

The apen questbons are muany, What i
the prevalence of cannobis use disorder
anil wheo Is most valnernble i i
thi bt waiy b trt 102 Fliow eloes cammnibsls
use kntersect with mental ilness? How do
varlous bk e
terns of comsumption and how .m-!ln 1hi
] by whether THC bsinhaled

W o Ui - ] kongg-term
healtheonseguiences of regalir consung-
i THC product
wsabe” when [ comes 1o
As Vinlkorw polnts
i ofMicials have chear guldelines
yol—ehoctons have a chart from the
CDC outbndng just how many drinks per
week isconabdered sl And those thresh-

obils B bevns howered nes el clarifles i~
ferences between men and women—or
shows, for example, s connection bitween

.|lmlm| g

and cenaln cancers,
1o et hikngg, And

GUEST

wier cbios hawe, Lk the recent

Kaimala Hirris is in favour of kgalizing
cannabls across America, W

Mot thwe ok s
Juest whunt' s available
Al then there's cannabis and kids Tn
ok, sy a thind ofkuigh sehool senkors
Tl unseed et il e, il 6% sl
that In the Last smonth i had consugned
It chaily, Canmahls-related emengency room
vinlis among kids, teens and eolloge -sge
yomungg btz v eers o e Fse_ e
vy armeg givls,

THC hijecks parts of the endogenous
cannabiniold system, the network of

recepdors spanming o brokn pod hody ot
are dvolved with lenrndng, memery
processdng—a netwirk directly nvolved in
e Foovmuation of tha bisman brain. That's
wdols-

vegisonn o e cautions abont s
cens, Yolkow save, The sa
hiedels trave Fuor use durlng pregnans
ihis wsage among ndolese
linhaeed o prury egativie outeomes,
O pecent analysis of more than G0 sty

s
atedd with missing more schiool, lower
gt aavd aJower Hielibood 1 buite
I'mm gy sehool o go o college,
The counterargument has long been
vitate toaward weed have
uncherlying vulneribsilicies that would huve
Tercl tor s s e oudeomes, Yolkow says.
For an noswer, NIH hos been minnkng o
e stasely feslbowing ore than 100040
Fedibs firaain v e o e 10 cverthies cuirsie
of thelr adolescence. Geaved at nder

Dileluggy o devebipment, ome
o thee trials muy goals 5 to deam how can-
nahis exposure affects everything from
cogmitive performanee toosocial inters
tHons and peademic owtcomes,

i whire cannabls can be piur-
by de s vy Amierican stales
s plan, coukl be availabile
the US public deserves to

useeould b

As the politleal tde around cannabds
shifis, suppor for
alomgg with lr Onherw
s thae loayg il e
alpot. That doesn'tseem ke great pubiic
health strutegy. DELOOMBERG

Mitigate the impact of global shocks on Indian finance

ANOOP SINGH

stakill

|sdlsm@nshed Pelleww ot the.
Centre for Soclsl and Econermic
Progress and farmer member Tkl i

cally thed

5 A U6 ECOTONTY oW,
- maintatniig o resllient fnanclal systom s
eritical, However, glohnl shocks ane now pest- | the 1
withlessans for lndla,
“uropesn Cenrs
dent Christine Lagorde highlighted
effectiveness of monetary policy ls o -
o the evolving structure of the
eeonomy,” which has fioed unprecedented
s the swrs | I ©

fimclal land:
shrinking balane
Intermediation,
With.
[

exacer]
b ggleskiad Moy

Diand's (ECB) Presi-
b | Theadoption of Tase

wiackal innovations Hkecryprocumency
- Lanking are also reshaplng
apies, while bunks fee

sheet space for markel

arlvaneed eounties dropgalng inter
il banks e the potential fos
nges | powerfulnew nflationary forees that would
trade-offs with growth. A sunge
Follorwirgg rocent mawes by
wderal Reserve, ECH amd China
contled furthier complicano tiese dynmmd

Heased stanelardds and regulatory re

Whibe Iraclias b
Iranks, gapsli
nn-hunles
g

il in the

arithes lending, Crypto-
] parivate crodic
A more compee-

reul

glhobal rlsk manag
ImJLn, |hn- Re:

net fi

al the 181 Finance
COmimiEssn
he 19706 Thise
okl ernndasm

There

thie ks, Ui bigges n'mt'lu'l In ks ump«nlnu\
Uhe 408, aned the wisrst energy erisis shce
ok T
Tercding
s flnnse:dnl system resdliomice.

addlitional shocks to dead with.

ol nosn-hunking
bl often slow we

Recent financial
Switzorland usk

tapd] thie
tary policy

g wnd o ulmu-r;urn rL\k HARCRSEIE LS,
Howiver, oversight gugs persist n the

seored vilnesabilities d

hensive regulatory valnerable o shocks,

approach 1o manage management' Reforms could inelude

pfrm: | comerging riks, enhanced  transpareney,

tl'lllm-hm-ng(lh nesd Stvves teating: Incdla's en- regl'ﬂatory wxpunding primury deaber

hos, I | sbs nt e frameworks and s and improving mar-

!hmku[l din (KRB has | work has evalved signifi- iz ket Infrastracture to sup-
58 il (\-:mlly wiith the Financial Cybefsecur“y; poet Hleguaiad

Stabdlity and Drvelopenent Eytersecurif: Wil ris-

:‘l’.;luur-llphu-lmn l:-_\';'u_lr. reduce credit :ﬂu‘rtl.{lr Lllir.mm'rll.;n\n,lhh.

s expanded it Z creasingly vitl, However

struss- st ing capabilities, misallocation  implementing ot

ineluding liguicity striss eyhersecurity standords s

teatn Tor major hanks,

e stricdes b reguliting

Ly
which ineludes a mix of st
ol flrms, mutual funds and fin-
tech entitbes. And regulators face chillonges
in gatherlng comprehensive data on this
sectorscomplex nterconnectons throuagh

b pe by tenmesmssd oo, baat
Improve Cris[s Ik';:llh'('l}' s Mk amd

Huwever, th Silioon 'ullu-_\ Hank (3B cri-

High undd growing glebul deld mmdd glowes
wrowth lias deepened the soverelgn-b
nexus and hedghtened vidoerabdlis
det markets are challenging for hrok
deabers o navignte, Rising peivite loverage
hasereatec ereditguatity and rlloverrisks,

towoverslght fallures, i unwillingness 1o
vt speryiory concerms and e rislool
regulitors bielng co-opted by banks. More

over, o trend of guld-plating” Basel stan-

eireda foer Largre Dok, Bt ok e sooaller Bess

ders, as seen in recent US bank fallures, has
crented systembe risks,

sl b thee 115 pmapbisdieisd ehes swecd for aclagt-
Ivie siress tests that aceount for mpldly
changing murkel conditions,
Mark-teemurket practces forwnrealized
losses, asseen in SVIFS collapse, underseore
why glohul lepidity standards must b

updated, For systemle resilience, these

should cover i broaler

al Tor munetary prolley transmission.

tom ks peeded on this s, bat conflicting
ey lvws and geopediticaldiferen-
canplicating efforts to establish o
slashinl cybe n.u I.Il'llj Trumuework,

The rise in US debe, for instance, highl!

dorns; ey

lisernbilities il ingdur- P
g market stress. Inclia's govermnment secy oern. India's pubdlic sec
ritles market i alsocen:

Dk echesredd by @ lnck of har-
mckkation g nm;ull.ulh o and high

terd by the National Cyber
Stralegy, is adapting 1o new thre
greater coardlnation and stronger frame-
works are essential, International coopera-

luetive flrms remain o con-
ar banks (FSHs)
dbominate credit provision, but this often
Bewds b copienl misallocntion, Evicdonee
st that Mrms relint on PSE credin have
winker productivity growthe

Hetorms hive sddrossed PSE bad loans.
Cadng frward, further Bank privatdzation,
aneed gevernance and stronger RET
supervisory powers—Hle 15 abdlity 1o
veplace PSR monsgemenis in cases of severe
mbsmanigenmient —ooald reduce credit mis-
Hocatlon and enbance lis eficlency,
Striengthening privan: bank copdtalization
anil governane ire alsoerucial sleps,

Inddin's Tinanclal sector s exposed (o
alobal shocks, rapld nsovation and sys-
mle vulnerabillties: To strengthen s
Financial system, Indin mosr bolster regul
tory frameworks, erksls manngement and
eyherseeurny, wnd nlsoadidress credil misal-
Bocatbon, This will builed resillence am help
1||:l|4 navigate an increasingly complex

|1 | Lan dlscapee, ensueing

and sustalned economic growth,




Each Trade Date’s
Special, But SOP Helps

Set out rules-of-origin thresholds upfront

Gol is seeking to put in place a standardised approach to
negotiating FTAs to address rules of origin (ROOs) and
non-tariff barriers, Its a good idea, ROOs haveassumesd
impertance die to India’s plvot away from reglonal brade
blocs in favour of bilaterals. Since the vest of the world
doesn't share India's circumspeetion about trade bloes,
ithas toorect its own fences insupply chains centred aro-
und China, Although each hilateral treaty negotiation is
unbque, the country will benefit from it This saves tlme
spent in negotiation and avoids time-consuming reviews
afteratreaty Is signed.

Evolving non-tarifT barriers such as sustainability al
so merit a pre-assessed strategy that sets a template fon
individual negotiations, Since India is in talks with both
advanced and developing economies for trade facilita-
thon, it will, in the first instance, aid negotiation with the
former, Small developing countries
are likely to ablde by terms set out by
the West, and i’ India has its treaties

o Lo place, it would find it easior to deal
v with emerging economies. India has
A% been leading the ‘global south’ on sus-
tainability, and its views would be mo-
re convineing if they are ratified in
treaties with advanced economies,

There isa growing sense of urgency for India tostitch
together a patchwork of bilateral trade agreoments that
allows it tocapitaliseon the 'China plus-one” trend in glo-
bal manufacturing. It doesn't have the comfort of opera-
ting in regional trade bloes and must seek to nentralise
thisdi: hrought 1 pacts. Thetrick—of
the trade, as it were — is to improve market access while
upholdingstrict ROOs. India’s negotiating power isamp-
lified by the size of its market. This advantage can be
used to speed up trade negotiations and insist on bench-
marks that offer adequate protection, A standardised
approach brings more certainty into discussions, Basier
accompanying operating guidelines should also contri-
bute to desired outcomes.

BRICSmanship for a
Rules-Based Order
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'STATE OF PLAY [ ] Deepstate actors on both sides are jeopardising big picture India-US ties

Waking Up Sleeping Dogs

nelin and the US need 1o tread

cautiously Bsaes not centrd to

the relationship have come to

lominate, aeaten, cven possily
i

Iy derail, the kuger sgenda,
They refuse 1o g away because they
eamserge from @ nasty battle b the sha
dows, invedving deep state aciors and
thedr benefacties on both sides who,
umntil o, haven't hind a dominant say
in determining the irjectory of this
strategic partnership
"Twopestions Joom Lurge, One, why
rakeupSikh separatism? Two, why de-
cide on ddakng anything on American
ol Baoth poing o strain af thought
thod's not i sy with the present. So,
it's important that India examines eve-
y it ol evidence shared by thie US to
phig hobes i its secticity system. The
S, oan it part, shoukd kok a1 ways to
aldress the Bsue legally insulaiing i
fmmhunmnurhl overall relationship,
| nppears the LS has chosen to
senkate matiors over the past fow do-
va It's not Vikas Yodav's indictment
Eriat ther ey cxanmset s diawn by the
US Justioe Department ina begal docu
mwmit with topechelonsof Gol that'sal
comeprts, They rolive o patornd
maging hostile palitical intent that in-
Jures thes bikirer pleture,
This document hees oome within we
ek of thesumimons bsued agins NSA
Al Doval, Whtle the: stmirions s yet to
b formnally served,

e sy with our Hittle eye...

o in s approach towazds the US, as

apgrse 10 the striden
nadn. But the indietmen

anidon Ca
= Hardeop

partysstrongelectoral performance,
AL pressent, the palitical tenar
of the indiciment ks bound 1o

cee qive dMFerent from thise collating
and analyzing them. And both sels are
far remerved from those carrying out
aperations sedon intell igrnoe

Mare fmpartantly, decisions fo e
ey operathon based on bellipan.
o inpuits ought to be made throegh o
stvuetiared comimiand an tharine Yadav's
i i 10 st ol whislever
happened resulted in his exit from g
unent service, which doesn't cone
vary aech confidence in the intedligenon
system, Plus, revelations of extortion
swuguir wiedl B the health of

4, episodes have
¥ i need o relook
.\t hw intelligence «a-lwmsm'nl.um
Indis, The current ease anly sh
ihat ns Indin gains prominence. its ac

s
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THE SPEAKING TREE
Sometimes,
| Wish...

Sonmwtbves, | wish |eouli go
back intime. ..

N8 tocliange the past, but to
rukive thaseliti mamends |
averinoked

Samethmes, [ wish | coulifbea
ehild again.,
Nu!!mmpe s duties, attn
feekmy mr.l]m’-. hund idinig

tioms will be mondboped
Eapecially sinoe if's notadrafed ally in
anycamp, oroven a Five Eyesm
On o broader plane, 1t looks v
elisappointing that when India and
are tallking about being Jovg-tevny part-
wers in building trsted supply chains,
hi-tech notworks and smmtmcluclors

thie respective intedligence s
et ive AgencEs A r»ls'hlh

Upaisend, ke it}

Sitagh Niggar 1 Sikh separatist iy
and nn “associate” of the ‘vietim' Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun n the Yoday ca-
s, Jolning dots nn way that semdsa ve
rydifferent political message to India.

Winy? Thecatsse if o et b 1o ot
Indlia to act on crrmnt efficiads and pev
sit inselligence octivities, then a muty
ally productive pathyway cowhl b o
1] — 65 s happened with ther sen-
itfvr spderes of the budis U8 conwerss:
tioa, Bart i the attempt b resurroet th
Fhaalkstan e i away that it presents
[l s amofToctive e a it by
dlin, fhensorivus seourity questions will
gl Cinada.

il

el b oy e by US authorities
fior Dewvand o triwdl an
the PM's delegotion 1o |
T Yok lmllluxlth
Now, this indict.
ment has spectlle .:I!.l'
megithaned]  PMO, al-
moest s & dhirect prove-
catlony o lwvite a
strong nesponse from
India. New Delhl has
sofardesisnl T eont |
nues o drow adistine-

The way the Vikas Vadav
saga s unfolding, it
conveys India's urgent
need to look at a better
command-and-control
strugture

ke 19605 90s-11ke realigniment
whih Paklstan guided
by deeg state inferests
on both sides. Afterall,
while the US was age
Anet Sheikh Hasing in
Ranglabah for qued
ling democrtic dis
sent. s quitecombort-
afle with Imrmn Khan
being in prison at the
belsest of the Paidisa
ni rmy, desplie his

Fricsd
haye nav

s seeds of doubl, espoelally
when other aspects of the rela-
thonship sre moving smoathly. If
his pattern wereto coantinue, i
nrrnijm both skdes on a diff
cult s over this fssae. See. |
tionsal Golwillsee thisasan |
extension of Amcr
Il policy in Bary
Mnnmar
Theis will marrow prosg
of finlingn munaily mspee-
table

will

ai- ‘

ad  Pak

way farward. Which s
y o bt &lidess, s,
entord diffcult fssu-

ehwckors on an kssue Hie
Sikh smratian, I this
b, confinues to escalite,

Hew Delhi, so

far, continues

to distinguish

its approach

» towards the
Us from the
strident

LS stand on
Canada

g
es and reconciled obd differences.

Oy the Ikl sicke, the way the
kas Yiwlaw sags is undolding. it comveys
b WEREnd il e Jook i o Leqter comm
mandandcontrol structure where a
clear distinetion i mads between in
relligero collation and exscuting in
tolligrnoe-based operations. The two
ciid b Iandled by (he suime peson,
Arniy uch yrey aneh ikt bo remioved
attheeardiess,

This institutional reform is neoes
sary, myardiess of u\.hm the Cod for-
el Inguley commities reveals, Pro-
Fesshonally, those i.'!:l'u ring intellizen

Kashmir — which has just emerged

mine as
Some rl.mmr weish D conld revisit

e
playing with friends during
lunch brewhs.

Somwtimes. | wish ] coudd be in
colbegeaymln...

ot tovehiallenge the wordd, bue e

treasiane th [ate-night conversa-
i about dvensrs ad ambighons,
Sometimies, [ wish Lecakl return
totheearly daysof my career...,
Mo o the exseHoment ol tew op
portunities, it totruly apprecs-
ate the mestors whio shaped iy
HArTey

Soametimes, T wish Loould hobd my
children when L ummml;:l!...
Mot bociise th Ll
fase, bt fo velive lhtnmm in
Wiy when thire lodrnt
somiething now

Sometines, | wish Loould panse
ik lnmmllls with lowved o

e

framoneol Hsmost s

contie] wedll be neact em the‘target list
This trend needs te stop. 1t
terprodisctive to both sides s

coutk

moditics will tkivover and move
things forward. Bui the way this ca
s beenenshurined within the
systeam, it would take considerale re
Pk woek aunid pokitical will 1o st mat-
tersback inorder

primabetf ] smarns s indi.com

ageing, but to
geive thenn iy urdividd s senticom,
Tofiore time slipe away

Real Trade, Not
BRICS-a-Brac

Apropos Mol Another BRICS in
the Wall" by Ashok Midik (Dot
21), (e economic base within
BRICS pemains varied: Br

I Bell Curves = Rprasad FussiaarydSouth Afrcaaze
Theexpanded BRICS meets for the first thme in Kazan, Russia, ChatGPT Ty iy W Friibe il
u potential inflexion point for 8 group that has so far failed to U s Lure ';::‘.:‘l“:;;ﬁ.:-‘im\“::‘.u:‘;‘"
hawe an unifving navrative, Indin has been the bulwirk aga S HAIRI Aslan far coming ta the US, tumeanel seevioe-centred, This
inst theattempt toglve itan ideologlenl "antl-West' slant. India UFTHE DRY acconding 10 8 Pew Research Center survey”, Arcund 28% say they sets upa closed loop for progres-
coulil continue to pliy that role o better s1ll, le B 8% b ki mn:ﬂ sverade within lsmembera
panded membership—each new member wason its Mfd\ Imt Tits i:il";:&ml'm (mwsenmlwn thelr origin munlm.\wlle A% cltnd other reasons._ mﬁifé‘;ﬂ:ﬂm mhﬁ‘m;mﬂs
todefine India's neutral pathway Kazan s not just another ¥ Mai 5 el any semblarsoeol ol
BRICS summit. It's a critical moment in India's self-fashio- Are culiag airiines o said lm::.::u“;::”' i twnwm;:; ties within ol without, Absen-
ning jou on the global stage. From the moment Russia in- vheapdores. Bl Byener -‘I_lluc.nl::;(s]enmrll'
wided Ukraine, Indin has argued s choloes interms of multh u‘f)"‘@"“‘“"‘""“""_" Askahs .‘.n,-fm:iﬂ.ws'?m\’h.zm.:‘.
polarity historical thes, defence needs, steategie alliances and Urntil they g up vher it ey prrollenns It newer possibi
partnerships, and economic needs, their s, Vielnasaid
Kazan offers India an opportunity to Calling, vh}rz‘%m'mw § Fllipdng ";1?[}::‘;:?::"';?'““'"""‘
emerge not as the ace tightrepe walker :re i ek ninian
Balaneing West anel “anti- and not-so-pro- “ee B B Ko RMARAYAMAN
TS, Bk as a proactive newtral /.1' g Ehinese : Nl Muwbal
commiited to n rulesbased workd ;- -
ander, Kazan should provide the oceasion 3 = Inaian 3 Heads you keep the coin, Progressive GST
when it can emerge as the ‘Switzeriand' y i tails you toss it back. Still Luxury Item
o o Hines. - 7,006 Asian Amesican US residnnts (V8y+) surveyed Jl 2022 Jan 2033 =)
iod -~ SOUE: SLatisLA. Pew RESearch Centes |

A low middle-income country with a raphdly growing econo-
myand hometoa sixih of the world's population makes India's
CV bmypresshyve enough for [t 1o be the ideal condidate 1o play the
honest broker [ts commitment to peace is not merely ideologi-
cal bt rooted in pragmatism, indeed, hard bolled peopolitics.
Pepce, multipolarity and multilnteralism ave critical for not
Just its well-being and development but slso for most parts of
the world, developing and developed. Take India's purchase of
discounted Russian crude, then refining and selling i tothe rest
of (hir worled, therehy serving as an sconombc vitlve glo
bally This is not about a reactive nos-alignment but proactive
even-handedness in helping clear obstacles toglobal progress.

When Britain's kingis reminded
" 'of a ‘normalised’ grand theft

Australia’s Long Tail
Of (Post-)Colonialism

1t stramge how for most people Hiving in these Himes of he-
ightened valuation of soversignty and tim-
migrants landing up on their shores, 118 mot mighty odd
thntwuntr\ns tnthepqsth.mwumn lnal’mvlsnund li.r\
venitsearlier ink 1S

Itoveras thelr awn. Whils Iseael- Pa!osﬂm Russia-Ukral-
nie make for grown-up dinner conversation, near-liquida-
thon and takeover of North America and Australia ae
strangely viewed as lﬁ byeones be byganes'. Megalevel
doubles i that historic
thefi of land is soen s a tut-tut cliché. Which is why a nice
little reminder from Anstralian senator from Li-
din Thorpe, is not just refreshing, but polnts us to the long
tailof ‘post-colonial’;

Thor ‘ekled Charles Windsor, Brit whoturns
out fobe. aswell. Asafi ¥ COns-
titutional monarchy, Aussies could hve made, say, Dennis
Lillee or Nicole Kidman their monarch. But its Chartes
from Lomdon town. Thorpe, n the presenee of the VIP Bri-
tom visiting Partiament House i Canberra, called for a trea-
fy and aceused the crown of stealing aboriginal land, repea-
ting, “You are not my king." She deemed Charles.  represen-
tative of British imperium and bepeficiary of caloniakism,
of beinga ‘genocidalist’, Hear, hear, we sy literally

Is It Time to Dump e3?

et and paree] of banlk earningsani in
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Ateesh Tankha & sparisud bevwofits of e lmrk rstimling. Thun, on Ot 14, he e shee b it iy thie Tyoess, she
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e and opportanity is nod forth:
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Thismay e thecase with central ok
digrital currency (CBOCL Announced in
Mirmaln Sl ‘A Ll

Thts April, Inglushind Bank announsee]
the first successfil exeention of RES
programumable s plot. New use case
cateparies quickly followed that incluil
o fued, grocery eclucation, Testaurants,

Wil

o Taaaketor e yrfonmacod keled thu preivne
tevirtal eurrencies (PVCs ke biteoin,
wpomn whilch an unpogulir tn was beviesd,

peesed n thread that enly o CBOC could

cotnber, KB was foreed toraflroad this
]mspﬂ ingo the list ol commescial ook

riorities, and puldic comscimusness.
Hanid B e posss e 10 s

conoeptionof itsdminence gris
ght never hase been. Alterall, (h
1l gnir
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Ay the s
0t

taan thesadiof PYCs shiwed
st Gol treated them as speculative as-

bl exp trawed,
Enseiviruebs to programmie the d igital
rupes for a specific purpose. location
and duration,

For exomple, i ser can now choose (o
transdir aspecific amoumnt toa fmily
miber fon s staueant el while
nssigning.inexpl -
Lhors, ALl els, desplte bank payments via
P conild — and, |n||un\.|n‘;mm’s e

tudoedflciont cioss border poyments”
Thisambivalence s confusing.

Meary certral banks — such s n Swe
don, Australia and Consda — have sus-
perader] thedr CBIN pllots, citing lack of
‘aclear public interest case’, Even IMF
condirms thist, once launched diiial
curpeney s uniikely 1o beadapted i
seake. Furthermore, 'CBDC presents a
potentiallrent io the msditonad bis)
s adieds ol existing Minancial ins:
Ritutions, partbeulary in deposies and
Jonma" thad could ke termedlaries
reluctont toengage with and support
CEDCactivities’

Thesse s central banks have now
deeided to protect their sovereign cur-
ks by promlbieg currency siales,
going sofaras o owerturmearlior offorts

e
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T Ry Sanrakesr iy 621, CRIC-W conild
Tacilitutia renl-time and costeffectie
ina
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delivering domesticcosteffective secand:
ary inarke transactions in G-Sees. Bul
thesser wers both over-engineored arg
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et by Dasar his R dejaties. Sin:
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Ao the 12 ot MIPC meeting state
i, Moreover. the recent 77-page Eol
by R boviauibotmartes, eve nrul:nle il
sheal currency management infin moy
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meeting o bureaucraticend.
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TheBigFat Indian
Movie Festival

Apropos Thenws First, Parks
Later” by ¥ G Choasey (Chiat
Room, Ot 213, brrespective of the
“Inhervent frailties of Indion ci-
s, we woukd't mingd Shal
Rukh Khan'ssculpture waiting
with hisarms wideopen at the
entraneeof & Bollywood thitne
park. Or the cafietera serving
et Stanbey Ko Dabba. Or Geot's
Imnh-nmﬁls:n.hh \\r‘--MHL?Jn

ittome —
er‘ll\}'ﬂ(ﬁ.l:hﬂ

“Youochamnged e your
lischy claw!'

Bisya nodided.

Bt w bt oy you rieesd b
T The s s11't hod enow-
ith - andd it isn" meant for
therain. It's justa preity
g for rich ladbes to play

whan noopporiinity exists. Moyl

il with'

shasme n that.

Tarskhio is fouren-CEEL ALS(

mark the secomd anniversary of effs
Launch, RENshould resign honouraldy
beforeit'schockmated. There's

SOWISE Conent

Soliations, arsd Modh & foomer chig!

Binyanodded andsmibed
again, Ram Bhirosn was
quite right; it was just a
Fepiuut Bl ey thiling. And
thist wasexactly why she
bzl faklen in love with it
M. kit

s
i

ks
 Erisnery g but Iipger
LACC, faroigners shiakl
get achance o experienee the
Ballywoold beantifulita themi:
park. And, of course, itremains
imar hands how mueh Bodly
woody it owghta be, Sure, some
movies Fall botouch e soul’,
Tt Ballywood padngs quiten
picture in the minds of firangs.
Tsay, birfogg i on!
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