s e
Complicit
India must come clean onits stance
on transnational killings

he U5, Department of Justice’s second in-
leclmem against an Indian intelligence
and paramilitary officer, in the alleged
plot o kill American-Khalistani activist Gurpat-
want Singh Pannun, indicates another serious
turm in the case that has cast a long shadow over
India-U.§, ties, The indictmemt against Vikash Ya-
dav was released publicly along with an arest
warrant and his listing on the FBI's database of
“maost wanted” — the first time that an Indian offi-
chal has been so marked out, The developments
come just after a high-level Indian security dele-
gation investigating the matter travelled 1o the
U8, and the US, State Department expressed
“satisfaction” with India's cooperation. There is
cause for copcern now: the second indictment
that supersedes the one against jailed business-
man Nikhil Gupta, repeats linkages 1o the Cana-
dian case of the 2023 killing of Canadian-Khalista-
ni activist  Hardeep  Nijjar, SeEms  no
codncidence that the indicoment is timed with the
Call:ld.l:m expulsion of Indian diplomats, spa.rk
ingadi e storm and al the
“Five P}v:s urging India 1o cooperate in the in-
vestigation with Canada, That these statements
reek of a double standard, given that these coun-
tries have a record on transnational killings, must
not stop India from upholding the law. But this
surely raises questions about whether these allies
are reliable as India's closest strategic partners,
New Delhi must not delude itsell and must
proceed on the assumption that the cases in the
.5, and Canada are being linked by their investi-
gating agencies, The stark difference in the Modi
government's outraged denlal of the Canadian
charges while providing a sympathetic ear for the
American charges may prove untenable as the
trial in the US, progresses. It is in India's interest
1o clarify whether it believes Mr. Yadav was a
“rogue” agent or was carrying out orders from
senior officials, when he allegedly promised
=2:3" contract killings a month against targeted
members of the diaspora. While the External Af-
fairs Ministry has since confirmed that he )
longer works for the government”, the indict-
ment claims that he was employed by India’s Ca-
binet Secretariar, under which the REAW is run.
Whether the truth lies in incompetence or com-
plicity, the image of the mow.-!nmems intelli-
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India’s choices in a world becoming bipolar again

ast month, when India’s National

Security Adviser Ajit Doval met the

Chinese Forelgn Minister Wang Yi on

the sidelines of the BRICS National
Security Advisers' meeting in St. Petersburg,
Russia, a possibility was born anew, s our
diplomatic engagement with China, strained
since the horrific June 2000 Chinese incursion
into Galwan Valley that claimed the lives of 20
Indian soldiers, about to improve? India faces this
question at a time when its relations with the
United States have been thriving, with the U5,
regarding India as a useful partner w counter
Chinese aggression in the Indo-Pacific. So, must
Invdlia again face a crucial cholice in a bipolar
world?

Two nations at odds but still connected

My answer would be a qualified yes. Yes, because
two major powers, the LS. and China, are again
wying for global hegemony; but qualified, because
this is not the bipolarity we knew during the Cold
War. After all, the U5, and China have multiple
connections with each other that the U.S. and the
U.5.5.K. did mot: the U.S. is the largest investor in
China's economy, China owns more U.S, Treasury
Bonds than any other country, the U.S, sends
mare tourists to China than to any other Asian
country, and there are more Chinese students in
the LS, than those of any other nationality, These
are two powers at odds, but with multiple
avenues of diplomatic dialogue and economic
coroperation that simply did not exist during the
Cold War,

That was an era when the US, and the Soviet
Union marshalled their satellite states into their
respective camps, sundered by the “iron
curtain”, and competed o enlarge their nuclear
arsenals, The end of this bipolarity coincided
with the advent of globalisation, heralding “the
unipolar moment”, which lasted a couple of
decades and in which Washington enjoyed
untrammelled global dominance in spheres
political, military, economic, and technological,

But the U.S, did not remain uncontested in any
of these spheres for long, Around the 2008-09
fimancial crisis, the spectre of Bedjing began to
rise, China’s “peaceful rise” over the last quanter
of a century, fuelled by American investment in
its industries and a booming export trade in
manuf; 1 goods, has 1 the global
onder,

China has supplanted the U5, as the world's
leading manufacturing and industrial giant,
rivalling it in economic size and exceeding its
surpluses, alongsice challenging it in such new

gence and natonal security op Is
dimmed. If the government proceeds to prose-
cute him or trn him over 1o LS, agencies, it
must also tunsulu' the imparl on the mumh. of
other o future o

Above all, 1hcmmmml must be more transpa-

rent about its policy on transnational killings, 1f it
does not allow such operations, and it should
nodt, then it ks time for a more detailed nvestiga-
tion into its internal processes as well as a more
realistic evaluation of its diplomatic relations.

Governor vs Govt.

Mr. Ravi must be withdrawn for
needlessly wading into controversies

fier a fleeting moment of camaraderie,

political hostilities between Tamil Nadu

Governor RN, Ravi and Chiel’ Minister
M.K. S1alin are on the rise again, this time trig-
gered by a distorted rendition e State an-
them at a Prasar Bharati event. The Tanil Thai
Vazhthu, rendered as an invocation song at offi-
clal functions since 1970, was declared the Stae
anthem in December 2021, This followed a judge
holding that there was no statutory or executive
order requiring attendees to stand when the song
is played, after a seer remalned seated during s
rendition. At the event that was attended by the
Governor, a verse in this 55-second anthem hail-
ing the Dravldi.'m land’ was conspicuously emit-
teed. Though it was described as inadvertent, no
atgempt was made to rectify it on stage. Most pol-
ftical parties were disapproving of the omission.
Mr. Sealin asked whether if Mr. Ravi was being a
“Governor™ or an "Aryan” and sought to know
whether the Governor, “who suffers from Dravi-
dian allergy”, would propose the deletion of the
term “Dravida” from the national anthem,

The Governor took umbrage at this and de-
scribed the “Aryan® reference as “racisi”. Such
interpretation actually goes against the Gover-
nor's theory that the concept of Aryans and Dra-
vidians was malnly a geographical, “rather than
racial”, division; he had expressed his belief that
the British had made it “racial® to suit their
needs. Mr, Ravi argued that the imputations
agalnst him lowered the dignity of the high con-
stituthonal office of the Chief Minlster, True, it was
far-fetched to link him directly o the singers
omission of a verse, However, Mr. Ravi has consis-
tently linked the * dian’ concept to an “ex-
pired ideology™ that has created an ecosystem
that fosters “separatist sentiment”, and does not
“relish the idea of “One India™. He has also main-
tained that the State's two-language policy result-
ed in linguistic apartheid, At the Prasar Bharati
event, he had alleged that a lot of toxicity has
been infused in the minds of the people of Tamil
Nadu in the last 50 years. Such views engender
the impression that e was against references to
anything Dravidian. Even so, it was improper for
Mr. Stalin 1o have waded into the controversy by
directly blaming Mr. Ravi, But the larger issue is
that governance becomes the casualty in tssles
between the Governor and the Government. Gi
ven his penchant for political activism and his an-
tagonism to the government's policies, it is time
Mr. Ravi is replaced. Equations between him and
the Chief Minister are beyond redemption. The
situation is unhealthy for the State and imperils
democratic instinuions,

c™
K O

) &®

technol as 5G. 50, after decades of
unchallenged American hegemony, another
aspiring hegemon has emerged, with the
resources to challenge American dominance
across the board and deploying a new
assertiveness under Xi Jinping. The U.S. is
evolving a strategy to counteract China, much as
the U8, deployed “containment™ during the Cold
War to stem the spread of communism. Yet, just
as today's Sino-American rivalry is starkly

the fourth-term
Congress Member of
Fardiament [Lok
Sabha) from
Thinnvananthapuram,
the authar of 26
breoks including 'Pax
Indica: ndia ansd the
World of the 215t
Century’, and the
Chairman of the
Pariamentary
Standing Committoe
on External Affairs

Tneddian camna
allow itsell 1o
be reduced o a
pawn in the
renewed
contest
between China
and the US.

| different from the Cold War's bipol

S0 must

the contours of such a strategy - and India's
reaction to it = differ from the past.

The U.S, and China are intertwined
econamies, unlike the total economic separation
between the ULS. and the U.S.S.R. during the Cold
War. Moreover, China's economic might makes its.
claim to global hegemony greater than the Soviet
Union's ever was, China's indispensability to
global supply chains and, therefore, 1o the world
economy is precisely why some observers choose
not to use the label “cold war” to describe the
Sino-American bipolarity, preferring instead such
terms as “competitive coexistence”, "cold
coexistence”, or “conflictual coexistence™, It was
in recognition of this that American rhetoric
shifted from “decoupling” from China -
suggesting severance of ties = “to de-risking”,
‘which implies curbing risks while avoiding a
hostile estrangement.

What is more, as superpowers rising from the
ashes of the Second World War, the ULS. and
U.5.5.R. were nearly equal militarily. But China is
nearing parity with, and now, in some areas,
threatens to owstrip the U.S. According o the
Pentagon, the Chinese navy has surpassed
America’s in the number of battle-force ships over
the past decade, owing to China's status as the
‘world’s top ship-producing nation by tonnage.
Senior LS. Air Force officials have also
acknowledged the potential of the People’s
Liberation Army Air Force to become the world's
largest air force, Yet, military commentators
believe that at least till the PLA's centenary in
2027, there will remain a significant gap between
China and the U8, Unlike in the Cold War, proxy
‘wars between the two rivals do not litter our
world toclay, Nor is there much appetite for any in
either Beljing or Washington, Positing a Cold
War-level bipolarity then, overstates both the
status quo and the threat China poses to the
global order,

Not about ideology
In tussling with the U.S.5.R., America also aimed
to establish the primacy of capitalism over
communism and liberal democracy over
single-party autheritarianism, The Sino-American
competition, however, is not about ideology,
much though Americans like o portray it
otherwise. An ideological zeal 1o convert the
world to communism does not galvanise China,
which is really only interested in securing global
hegemony for itself. Since 2021, Washington has
futilely experimented with the Summit for
Democracy, hoping to conflate its desire for
bduing its political and i
rival with championing democracy. But even
Europeans are not buying into U5, President Joe
Bidens “democracy versus autocracy” binary.
America’s instinet 1o = all its vested
interests as a crusade for democratising the globe
has proven unsuccessful, So, instead of playing
this game, China is glibly choosing to deride it as
“Western-style democracy,” which, Bedjing

| argues, serves not erdinary citizens but the forces

of =
What also makes the Sino-American rivalry
distinetive is that Russia, the successor state to
the U.S.S.R., is never far from the action, Russia
can play a menacing role in today's brewing
bipolarity: given its size, abundant natural
resources, and immense stockpile of nuclear
weapons, it outranks most middle powers. Many,
therefore, argue that America’s bipolarity
with China but the axis of China and Russia,
Professor Josel Joffe, for instance, defines our
world as a “Two-and-a-Half Power World", where
Russia “is held back from full parity with the U
and China by its lack of 'usable power." Moscow,
with an economy smalber than Ialy's and a
military budget that is only one-quarter of
China's, is far from a third pole: but it is Beijings
Junior partner, a fact manifest in China's support
of Russia’s Ukrainian misadventure, which
demonstrates President Xi Jinping's resolve not to
be intimidated by the West. Though China has no
allies, only clients, its emerging nexus with
Hussia, North Korea and Iran could yet pose
challenges from Talwan to the South China Sea,

The new canvas of the Indo-Pacific

The greatest consequence of this geopolitical
«churn has been the creation of an entirely new
canvas: the Indo-Pacific, a term encompassing
three overlapping developments, These are
China's goal of creating a blue water navy
formidable naval force capable of operating and
projecting power on the high seas - and
becoming a transcontinental economic glant,
India’s emergence as a possible counterbalance 1o
China, and the role that the U.S, will |JI¢)' I||
shaping the of the bl
shift in power from the west to the east; fml:: the
Atlantic to the Indian and Pacific Oceans,

The vaunted Quad, comprising the U.S., India,
Japan, and Australia, is driven by the vision ofa
“free and open Indo-Pacific”, and has, more
recently, been augmented by the “Squad” of the
U8, Japan, Australia, and the Philippines. Added
to this is AUKUS, the trilateral security
partnership for the Indo-Pacific between
Australia, the United Kingdom, and the U.5.,
through which the US. and the UK. assist
Australia in acquiring nuclear-powered
submarines, The Indo-Pacific arena symbolises
the realignment of traditional alliances and
geopaolitical theatres,

With the Indo-Pacific emerging as a crucible of
«clashing Chinese and American ambitions, India's
deepening ties with the ULS, and the Quad bristle
with both challenges and opportunities. We
cannot forget that only we, and not the other
members of Quad, Fwce a land threat from China,
S0, we must not be deterred from safeguarding
our sovereignty by restoring the status quo ante
along the China-Indian border, engaging with the
Chinese economically where we must, bolstering
our military deterrence, and promaoting our
geopaolitical and economic interests on our own
terms. India cannot allow iself 1o be reduced toa
pawn in this renewed bipolar contest,

Essential business priorities in a changing world

ollowing the multiple exigencies of the

recent past, the global economy appears to

have stabilised this year, albeit with
geopolitical risks remaining on the horkzon. The
G20 economies displayed different growth rates
in the first quarter of the year, with some growing
mare rapidly than expected, while others
experienced setbacks, Within this scenario,
businesses of the world have the potential 1o
leverage new opportunities for growth and
benefit from wider dispersal of developmental
gains,

The B-20 process has been led by emerging
economies over the Last three years, and with the
handiover to South Africa later this year, an
unprecedented agenda for the Global South has
been catalysed. Businesses of both advanced and
emerging economies have come together and
identified key priorities and policy actions that
will facilitae inclusive growth and development.
At the same time, as bead players in the growth
endeavour, businesses also must prioritse certain
actions to align with emerging challenges faced
by the workd.

Focus on inclusive development
Equitable growth remains a top imperative as the
warld seeks to promote inclusive development.
The tools for enabling this include skill
development and education which will work
towards empowering workers and building their
capacity to adapt to changing industrial
scenarios, Businesses must play a proactive role
in offering tailored programmes for skilling and
upskilling workers - particularly women
ineluding through on-the job training, working
with academie Instinuions and developing
curricula suited to evolving industry needs.
Financial access and tailored credit solutions
along with diversity and inclusion policies have
been highlighted by B-20 Brazil, In India, the
convergence of Unified Payments Interface and
digital access has vransformed financial
transactions, with over 530 million accounts
opensd under the landmark Jan Dhan Yojana,
Such success at scale has many lessons for the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Directar-General,
Confederation of
Indian Industry

In advanced and
cmerging
ceonomies,
inclusive growth
and
development
can become a
irthere is
5 on key

world, Similarly, Africa’s inclusion in the G-20
during the India presidency opens up a wealth of
new opportundties in lhe continent, Itis

mentoring for social wech starups, digial
platforms for research and development
mllnbomllws and developing science,

Important for global b cpand their
footprint in Africa to not only leverage its rapid
growth and young demographics but also 1o
support the continent’s inclusion in global value
chains.

Ensuring better food security

Sustainable food systems and boosting food and
nutrition security are another critical pillar of
Focus for encouraging sustainability efforts,
Myriad factors including the impact of extreme
weather events have exacerbated the global food
crists, The use of technology and other dighal
tools in promoting sustalnable agriculiural
practices, reducing waste, and ensuring equitable
acoess to nutritious food for all would be
imperative. Businesses can play a pivotal role in
addressing food security by advocating

sustainable pmrtlces lnws[llu in Iulrastruclum
i

ay, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
talent should be taken up by corporates in
mission mode,

The sustainability mission is the fourth priority
for businesses, As the world accelerates towards
wet-zero transition, fair and just climate policles
can enable businesses to work towards carbon

itkgark lability of finance is ired for
all enterprises, and parteularly for small and
medium enterprises, to align with net zero
targets, Building renewable energy capacity and
greater use of biofuels and green hydrogen can be
promoted by businesses. Industry should also be
consclous about circular economy options and
strive to incul business practi
in their usual operations across the board.

Alming for the highest standards
Above all, corporate governance of the highest

and such as
!nmlhw.and fostering :tvllatmmlimmwhh
governments and international organisations for
amplifying eiforts on food security.

Secomd, accelerating resilient global rade
Flows ks intrinsic o global growth, yet national
security concerns and unfair irade practices are
leacling to rising tariffs and other ||uld|cs that

constrain the efficacy of trade. Or iwch

dards must be prioritised by busi and
!hl.s Illc]ud.es]amesdnhal corporates and sn\al]

medium prises. It is the of
the private industry to go beyond established best
practices in compliances and regulatory systems
to continually drive ethical operations. This will
Facilitate building trust between different
stakeholders induslllug the mlmm.mh}u

as the World Trade Organkzation should be

stlenmhem:lin identify and counter unfair trade
"

for environmental measiires can bring in more

clarity for businesses in industrial and trade

policles almed at sustainability.

Thee third priority that businesses must lead is
digital transformation and innovation including
Artificial Intelligence (AD for the commaon good,
Businesses must harness Al for responsible use in
health care, elimate change and resource

and b Trust i$ today
viewed as intrinsie 1o the growth process and
ease of doing business across the world.

These are some of the issues that we would be
working on through the B20 Global Institute that
was envisaged during India's B20 leadership and
Is now taking off. With the paricipation of
successive G-20 presidency countries, the
institute will maintain alignment in policy
suggestions, undertake action agendas to
facilitate business competitiveness i the above
areas and munilnr outeomes. As the B20

management. It is also important for
to engage youth in developing innovative

solutions 1o pressing contemporary issues and
drive positive societal impact. Investments and

1o the G20
group, huqumw&ul’lht‘ world must take a key
role in ensuring that our common global
aspirations are catalysed to fruition.

Statehood resolution for the Union Government [Even if the use of ! hood graphical compulsh Fading hopes for peace down, There seems to be no
Now that the MK Cabinet 1o seize the opportunity for in its original form’ means in the case of Ladakh, it The elimination of Hamas's hepe for peace with lsrael
has passed a resolution for ‘reclaiming the “JEK and Ladakh, there is should be conveyed to the Yahya Sinwar will lead to wanting to tum Gaza and
the restoration of constitutional rights and no reason for hesitation. If new State government. the West Asia situation Lebanon to dust.
Statehood, which the Lt. protecting the identity of the Centre fieels there are PRV, Raja, worsening, Hamas will want | Rohith Varon 8.5,

Governor has cleared, it is the people’ of the region. sswes of security and strong | Pandalam, Kenala revenge and not back Chennal
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On climate finance to developing nations

‘Why are developing countries more vulnerable to climate change? How does the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change define climate

finance? Why have the figures mentioned in the OECD report been called into question? Does Ind

Arjun Dutt
Gagan Sidhu

The story so far:

ith Conference of the

l’nrll?s (COP29) of the UNFCC
to be held in Baku, Azerbaijan,

from November 11 to 22 is
ance COP” as key

expected to be.a

climate finance issues feature at the top of

its agend

Are developing states more at risk?

Economically developing countri
snong the most vulnerable to
“This is because of

ire
imate

effect
mapl\ma] actors and, because thelr

economies rely more on sectors like

agriculture, which are particularly
tive to climate change.
Despite being among the most
vulnerabl
contributed relatively little to the

eloping countries have

cumulative emissions that cause climate
h

change. According 1o the Sixt
Assessment Report of the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change, developed countries account for

Bleak waters: A sunrise over the polluted waters of Yamuna laden with foam on October 17. &7

adaptation actions
change”

actual not simply

finance;

57% of

despite hosting

than the developing world. Developing

countries also face compe
tal needs, ve:

ng
ing their ability

private, and

that a flow should be new and additional
and not simply a reclassification of

or
mitigation or adaptatior

Organisation for Economic Co-operation

Iru,SlDO

selves. The.
age |Armrd had developed

g countries by 2020, Lalw also

evelop:
made applicable through 2025. A new
mobilisation target for the post 2025

period is on the agenda at COP29.

‘What is climate finance?
‘The United X:

and ECD) publishes
reports on climate finance flows from
(k'\\hq!'d to developing countries. They
cover flows from four sources, including
er ational public finance

nd y granis, o

need climate financing?

technologes is about twice as hig
developing cconomics than n devcloped

according to the IEA. Therefore, if
develoging countziesare o balance

THE ¢

-
and climate action, external dlog

finance should be made available. countries are amang the most

wlnerable to climate change’s

How much does India effects because of geographical

need?
India has both s'hnn-tem) .md long tem
climate targets. By 200

mietric tonnes per annum of green
hydrogen (GH2) production capacity; and

factors that expose them to
more climate risk.

v

The United Nations Framework
Canvention on Cimate Change
(UNFCCC) defi

various Electric Vel
ﬂluamlmr.

le (EV) categories.
ted (as part of a

finance s “local, natianal, or
transnational financing —
private,

ve
‘hmr‘t) that

that

GWof will
require an additional m, oo

od N
seeks o support mitigation

investment. Per th
Hydrogen Mission, India’s GH2 target
need 18 lakh crore. Consumers will also.
need to spend around 216 lakh crore to
purchase EVs 1o achieve this vision. A
longterm perspective reveals a greater
requirement: 1850 lakh crore in
investments between 2020 and 2070 to
achieve netzero emissions.

wnm should the NCQG quantum be?
m.mi.wnm-.m..mm e finance
target - called the New

an Goal (N
The NCQG should e

al finance,
\Ilm\ld bt. counted, not finance provided
on a commercial basis.

flows that are () actual disbursals, not just
commitments; (i) new and additional (i)

public capital in the form of direct grants;

Whu needs climate finance? and (i) private capital that is mobilised
However, organically

ﬁr\.lmmgfnr(l\m.lll-'!uum Accarding to Ilmnm;‘jm\wll'ﬁn‘m(( o developing

| Energy Agency (EA),

public cl

675 mill developing

concessional loans, grants, e
|

i ‘ha\umssmdmmcpawer
in 2021 Developing countries need to

her i y
(69.4% in

‘Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
defines climate finance as “local, national,
or transnational financing - drawn flo\u

access and increase
electricty consumption.

2022), followed by gr . However,
developing countries and observers such

as Oxfam have noted several

public, privat
that seeks to support mitigation and

with the OECD's reports.
They have argued they should represent

also have smaller
domest Bt systems relative to
their GDPs and face higher costs of
capital. For instance, the cost of eapital
for solar photovoltaic and storage

What does the new ‘lady
justice’ statue signify?

‘What is the symbolism behind the change? How many cases are peng

The story so far:
ast week, the Chi
India \ln\ml\'(llhe

Justice of

administered without bias regardless of
wealth, powver and social status. The
represent balance. It emphasises

‘must weigh both sides of an

g befe

courts in Incl

More importanly aursocaldnem:y‘ the
underprivilege
ocsl provisons and

the “original lady justice
is clothed in a saree, has shed the

Diindfold and holds scales on one hand
and the Indian Constitution on the other.

‘What s the background?
Itis believed that the: nrigiu of the
modern-day ‘lady justice’ s Justitia,

goddess of Justice in Roman mythology
depieted with a blindfold,
and asword. The blindfold was.
the Renaissance period

on the

added during
Q#th qmmmpmmbh asas

corrupt state of legal systems with judicial

and authority of the law, signifying that
the law can both protect and punish.

Why the change?
When the British established their control

sword tmm, repumn with the
Constitution symbolises the supremacy of
the Constitution and its value in our
jurisprudence. The preserving of the

over India, they introduced their legal
system. The hierarchy of courts from
lower courstothe Supreme ourt

as during

s e that the Tady justice” became
a prominent symbol in India and was

placed outside courtrooms.

T ]\l'\\ statue is an attempt at
vith an aim to shed colonial

on 10 show that the courts will

should not be counted. An
independent Hgh level expert group
constituted by the presidencies of COP26.
and COP27 has already determined that
developing countries (excluding China)
will require around $1 trillion in external
finance by 2030,

Arjun Dutt and Gagan Sidhu are,
respectively, senfor programme lead and
director of the CEEW Centre for Energy
Finance.

urgent actions needed in this regard with
reamtwm? institution that delivers
just

Fbrslly‘ the revised Memorandum of
Procedure that deals with appointment of
judges by the collegium has not been
finalised for the past eight years. This
needs to be finalised by the government
and judiciary without any further delay to
bring transparency and accountabil
the process of appointment.

Secondly, the repi ion of
backward classes, scheduled castes,
schedule tribes, and religious
s less than 25% in the higher judiciary
and women constitute lu&«lh.ml?" The
appointments to higher judiciary should
reflect the social diversity of our countsy.
4, the High Courts invariably operate
at only 60-70% strength thereby

2 0 the huge pendency of

over 60 lakh cases at present. The
gmvmmcnt needs 1o appoint collegium

and hearing both sides befare del
its final judgment.

'lilM

What urgent actions are needed?
‘The Supreme Court last week dismissed a

for High Courts
without dragging it feet, The vacancles in
lower courts, where 4.4 crore cases are.
pending, should also be filled by the
States without backlog. Finally, cases
dealing with the constitutional validity of

time frame of three years for disposal of

symbols. mmm replacing the western

institutions
only during the enlightenme
(17th-18th century) that it was

dian
it St
and aving eyesopen s igalficant n the

It signifies that justice should be
cu
K

ay, October 21, 2024
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Iaharashtra elections

impartiality:
be

-w« everyone wl\uﬂ]\

over s pending in all courts
of the country. I'ImSnpn ne Court held
that while the demand wa

practically impossible considering
flood of ltigation faced by the justice
delivery system. However, ‘jus mdela)?d
e denied’ and ther SOMe
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ehould be heand ona priority basis by the
higher judiciary. These measures would
ensure that the new symbel is not just
symbolic but reflects the actions taken for
the delivery of fair and prompt just

Rangargjan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Si ;me Views
expressed are perzonal.

do welfare

chemes and leadership play a role?

are schemes may have been a contributing part of the BIPed Mahayuti allianee’s s
Ty, while leadership may hold some influen

e among voters, the key seems (o lie

egy, theirimpact on vot
the finer nuances of a

2 behaviour has been
nce politics

he Bharatiya Jana
Party(BJP) e ahayur (Grand
Alliance) in Maharashtra
appears to be banking on
redinen ool b

support, a strategy BJP has
ssiully employed in other States.
ver, in Maharashtra, the
rmance of State-level welfare

chemes achieving significant

nesand their impact on vote cho

versus Central schemes

\g State government schemes, the
ahin yojana s emerged 2 the
popular o K\;u’\ﬂlluunylml’r
o by providing 21,500 to

iciary via direct bank ranste, i has
ed a considerable segment of
iciaries. Eight in 10 voters are aware
and seven in 10 have benefited

ly. This scheme is a success story,
i terms of awareness and impact.
of other State

e, Balasaheb Thackeray Aapla
khana, aimed at improving primary
hcare, was known 0 only one-third

ted, The
e reduce armers depe
sl nd ncrase i

pot bave s o thesch
ave benefited. Similarly, the
samruddhi Mahila Sashaktikaran

a, focused on empowering rural
on through official property

rations, saw limited awareness, with
ne-quarter of voters aware o
enefiting.

comparison, Central government
nes demonstrated wider outreach.

g

Ia Yojana, which provides subsidised Hon-beneficiaries (62) “

onnections, ws ar to umng, ujvala Scheme s | Benefciries (45) s

in mmm with 4 rtedly Non-beneficiaries (52) a5
from . The Ayushiman Bhatat, ‘State government schemes

Same hue: A man arranges scarves of palitical parties.ata
Assembly elections, in Mumbai, on October 17. P11

Table 1: Welfare schen

Apushman Bharat

Election fervour in Maharashtra

Hfare schemes.of the Centre and the State might affect voter chaices in Maharashtsa. It alse looks at whether the

es and their

larity

leadership factor plays a prominent roe inselecting a party to vote for

ups

Maratha
Other upper
castes
Kunbi
Other OBC

st
Muslims
Buddhist

shop, head of the Maharashira
Note: All fgures in pev

Table 2: Pref

Table 3: Candidates supporte
different castes a

rred candidate

for Chief Minister

Uddhay Thackeray s
Eknath Shinde 0
Devendra Fadnavis 15
Sharad Pavar s
At Paear 3
Others 1
Note: The rest aid ot respond.

Eknath | Devendra

Shinde | Fadnavis | Thackeray
z 15 20
» 0 15
u 9 n
n 0 3
2 1 »
15 4 3
7 1 sz
7 10 2

. The rest either named

other leoders or did not respond.

Table 4: The urban

5 (35) a

ng fee heal

insurance to

i Bahin

0

oo s

-rural divide
Top thres CM candidates
h | Devendra va

adgressing climate change ™
-

The Drganisation for Ecanomic
Co-operation and
Development (OECD) publishes.
Feports on chmate finance
flows from developed to
developing countries.

THE ¢

The new statue is clothed in 8
saree, has shed the blindfold
and holds scales on one hand
and the Indian Constitution on
the other.

-

The new statue is an attempt
at decaloniality, with an aim to
shed colonial symbos.

When the British established
their control over India, they.
introduced their legal system.

It was during the British rule
that the original “lady justice”
became a prominent symbol in
India and was placed outside
courtsooms.

@

KNOW YOUR EN

The anecdote
he told us was
a knee-slapper!

My old television is on its last legs
Il dont want to give it away

1 ous wnm your uncle mem)
ing? Much more impor
how’s. lel fwlmus scooter of h

“Uncle is doing fine. Th
however, is on its last le

“A scooter doesn't have legs, my friend.
1t has tyres.”

“You think | don't know that, genius?
When you say that something is on its last
legs, what you're suggesting is that it's in

10 break.

ty cell phone is rather old.

Itson s last legs”

“Our radio has been on it
e n

berween our generation and our parents”.
They don't want to buy anything new
absolutely essent

Thars el Bt can on one' st g
be used with peo

en it can. When yousay bt
someone’s on his Last legs, what yo
svmgesting s nearbis and!

“In other words, the person is close to

ou're

That's right! It was obvious that the
old man was on his last e
“Our dog is on its Last legs.”
“Good example. By the w;




NEWS IN NUMEERS
Number of voter
applications rejected
in Chandrapur

A sub-divisional
afficer has
lodged a police

complaint after 6853 applications were
filed wrongly during online voter
registration, en

Why
finan

EXPLAINER

Arjun Dutt
Gagan Sidhu

‘The story so far:
e 29th Conference of the
Parties (COP29) of the UNFCC
10 be held in Baku, Azerbaijan,
from November 1l to 22 is
expected to be a “finance COP” as key
climate finance issues feature at the top of
s agenda.

Are developing states more at risk?
Economically developing countries are
among the most vulnerable o cdimate
change's effects. This is because of
geographical factors and, because their
economies rely more on sectors like
agriculture, which are particularly
sensitive to climate cha

Despite being among the 1
vulnerable, developing countries have
contributed relatively litile o the
cumulative emissions that cause climate
change. According to the Sixth
Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, develaped countries account for
57% of cumulative global emissions since
1850 despite hosting smaller populations
than the developing world. Developing
countries also face competing
developmental needs, vexing their ability
to take climate action by themselves. The
2009 1} Accord had developed
countries commit to providing $100
billion a year in climate finance o
developing countries by 2020, later also
made applicable through 2025, A new
mobilisation target for the post-2025
period is on the agenda at COPZ9,

What is climate finance?

The United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
defines climate finance as “local, national,
or transnational fAinancing - drawn from
public, private, and alternative sources —
that seeks to support mitigation and
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Text&Context

The increase in India’s
automobile exports
from April-September

In per cent, The overall exports
14 in the April-September period

stood at 25,28,248 units
compared with 22,11 45T units in the
yrar-ago period, Automobile exports
declined 5.5% in FY24. »n

Rice production
damaged due to floods
in Bangladesh

In million tonnes. The country's
l l agriculture ministry said this

year's flooding has resulted in a
boss of rice production. The government
has been struggling to stabilise food prices.
that have surged nearly 20%. sunes

Number of bomb hoax
threats to Indian
airlines last week
Mere than T0 fake bomb
70 threats have been made
against flights operated by
muiltiple Indian airlines this week sparking

fear amang passengers. At beast 30 hoax
threats were made on Saturday slone. ae

Number of Ukrainian
drones shot down by
Russia on Saturday
The minestry said air
llo defences had intercepted
43 drones over the Kursk
region. Another 27 drones were downed

over the Lipetsk region. ae
COMPILED BY THE HINOU DATA TEAM

re developing countries more vulnerable 1o clim

Follow us @) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

On climate finance to developing nations

Bleak waters: A sunrise over the polluted waters of Yamana laden with foam on Octaber 17, are

adapaation actions addressing climate
change.” This specifies two aspects of
climate Anance: sources (public or
private, and flowing either domestically
or across borders) and end-uses (climate
miitigation or adaptation). The
Crrganisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) publishes
reports on climate finance flows from
developed 1o developing countries, They
cover llows from four sources, including
international public finance and the
private finance mobilised by it.
International public climate finance is
composed of commercial and
concessional loans, grants, equity and
other instruments. Loans typically
constitute the Largest share (69.4% in
2002), followed by grants (28%). However,
developing countries and observers such
as Oxcfam have noted several

shortcomings with the OECID's reports.
They have argued they should represent

actual dishursals and not simply
commitments to provide climate finance;
that a flow should be new and additional
and not simply a reclassification of
existing aid; and that enly grams, or
grant-equivalents of concessional finance,
shoukd be counted, not finance provided
on a commercial basis.

Who needs climate finance?
Developing countries require external
financing for climate action. According 1o
the Internationa Ty Agency (IEA),
G675 million people in the developing
wurld didn't have access 1o electric power

Developing countries need to
access and increase

Developing countries also have smaller
domestic financial systems relative to
their GDNPs and face higher costs of

ital. For instance, the cost of capital
for sodar photovoltaic and storage

What does the new ‘lady
justice’ statue signify?

What is the symbolism behind the change? How many cases are pending before courts in India?

Rangarajan. R

‘The story so far:
ast week, the Chief Justice of
Inchia unveiled the new lady
Jjustioe® statue in the Supreme
Court premises that replaced
the ‘original lady justice’. The new statue
i clothed in a saree,
bilindfokd and holds sc
and the Indian Constitution on the other,

What is the background?

It is believed that the origin of the

maodern-day lady justice” Is Just the
of Justice in Reman mythology.

'!.1tl3, i

' is depicted with a blindfold,

es, and a sword, The blindfold was
.hddu(ldumug the Renaissance period
(14th century) probably as a satire on the
corrupt state of legal systems with judiclal
institutions turning a blind eye. It was
only during the enlightenment period
(17th-18ch century) that it was
relnterpreted as representing impartiality.
It signifies that justice should be

»

that courts must wuq;h both mhrsnl’:m
argument before delivering a judgment.
Finally, the sword symbolises the power
and authority of the law, signifying that
the law can both protect and punish.

Why the change?
When the British established their control
over India, they introduced their legal
system. The hierarchy of courts from
lower courts to the Supreme Court is a
relic of the British system. [t was du
Eeritish rule that the ‘lacy justice’ bec,
a praminent symbal in India and was
placed outside courtrooms.

The new st b
decoloniality, with an aim o shed colonial
symbols, The saree replacing the western
attire brings the statue closer to Indian
tradition, The remaval of the i
and havi
Indian context. It conveys that [hc law s
not blind and it “sees’ everyone equally.

More importantly our social diversity, the
discrimination faced by underprivileged
sections, constitutional provisions and
laws made for their upliftment require a
nuanced approsch of 'viewing' every case
appropriately and delivering justice, The
sword being replaced with the
Constitution symbaoli upremacy of
the Constitution and its value in our
Jurisprudence. The preserving of the
scales goes on 1o show that the courts will
continue weighing evidence impartially
and hearing both sides before delivering

its final judgment.

What urgent actions are needed?
The Supreme Court last week dismissed a
Public Interest Litigation which sought a

i three years for disj of
over five crore pending in all courts
of the country. The Supreme Court held
that while the demand was desirable, it is
practically impossible considering the
fesodd of litigation faced by the justice
delivery system. However, *justice delayed
is justice denied” and there are some

technologies is about twice as high in
developing economies than in developed
ones, according to the IEA, Therefore, if
developing countries are to balanc
development and climate action, external
finance shoubd be made available,

How much does India need?
India has both short-term and bong-term
climate targets. By 2030, India ain
install 500 GW of generating capacity
fram non-fossil-fuel sources; five million
metric tonnes per annum of green
hydrogen (GH2) production capacity; and
differentiated levels of penetration for
various Electric Vehicle (EV) categories,
The authors have estimated (as part of a
co-authored report) that achieving 450
GW ool r|:||ew.1bl|.‘ energy by 2030 will

Z wal 216.8 lakh crore
Per the National Green
Hydrogen Mission, India's GH2 tanget will
need B8 lakh crore, Consumers will also
need to spend around 1
purchase EVs 1o achieve
long-term perspective reveals a greater
mient: 850 lakh crore in
nis between 2020 an
d(‘hlru. net-zero emissions,

2070 10

What should the NCOG quanturm be?
e ﬁn'lnﬂ.-

mobilisation targe
Collective Quantified Goal (NC Q(.-I isa
top priority. The NCOG ghould include
flows thnl are (i) actual dlﬂ“lﬁ-"ﬂi. ot jnst
[\ {iil) new and iy
public capital in the form of direct granes;
and () private capital that is mobilised
by public capital. However, organically
Mowing private finance to developing
countries should not be counted. An
independent high-level expert group
constituted by the presidencies of COP26
and COP2T has already determined that
developing countries (excluding China)
will require around S1 trillion in external
finance by 2030,

Arjun Dueet and Gagan Sidl are,
respectively, senlov programme lead and
director of the CEEW Centre for Energy
Finange,

urgent actions needed in this regard with
stitution that delivers

+ LN

Firstly, the revised Memorandum of
Procedure that deals with appointment of
Jjudges by the collegium has not been
finalised for the past elght years, This
needs to be finalised by the government
and judiciary without any further delay o
bring transparency and accountability 1o
the process of appointment.

Secondly, the representation of
backward classes, scheduled castes,
schedule tribes, and religious minorities
s n 25% in the higher judiciary
and women constitute bess than 15%. The
appointments to higher judiciary should
reflect the social diversity of our country.
‘Third, the High Courts invariably operate
at only 60-70% strength thereby
contributing to the huge pendency of
over G0 lakh cases at present, The
government needs to appoint collegium
recommendations for High Courts
without dragging its feet. The vacancies in
lower courts, where 4.4 crore cases are
pending, should also be filled by the
States withowt backlog. Finally, cases
dealing with the constitutional vall:lll:.- of

pri
. These measures would
ensure that the new symbol s not just
symbalic but reflects the actions taken for

higher judic

the delivery of fair and prompt justice.

Rangarajar R is a former 1AS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal,

change? How does the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change define dimate
Why have the figures mentioned in the OECD report been called into question? Does India need dimate financing?

THE GIST

-

Economically developing
countries ane among the most
wulnerable to climate change's
effects because of peographical
factors that expose them to
maore climate rigk.

Th United Mations Framiwork
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) defines climate
finance as “local, national, or
transnational financing —
drawn from public, private,
and alternative sources — that
seehs 10 support mitigation
and adaptation actions
addressing climate change.”

-

The Grganisation for Economic
Co-pperation and
Development (OECD]) publishes
reports on climate finance
flews from developed to
develoging countries.

THE GIST

The new statue i clothed in a
saree, has shed the blindfold
and holds scales on one hand
and the Indian Constitution on
the ather,

This e Statué is an attempt
at decoloniality, with an alm to
shed colondal symbols.

L

When the British established
their control over India, they
intreduced their legal system.
It was during the British rule
that the original ‘lady justice’
became a prominent symbeol in
India and was placed outside
COuMooms.
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What do the Atlantic Ocean hurricane
forecasts foretell for India?

BIG SHO'T

along the rim of the Indian Ocean are vulnerable to both the chronic and acute str

=ssors of climate change. Warming, rising seas, and the increasing incidence of

extreme rainfall are chronic stressors: they happen in the background. Acute stressors ride on top of the chronic stressors and exacerbate their effects

Raghu Murtugudie

eteorologists had previously
forecast a historic harricane
season for 2024 based on the

expectation that a strong La
Mifia would emerge this winter. But while
the hurricanes Helene and Milton may
seem consistent with this foreca
has evolved to be a year with as
with no major hurricanes,

One important reason is that the strong
La Nifia has played truant thus far. In fact,
weather agencies are cul ly
downgrading their La Nina forecasts

The 2023 hurricane season was
history's fourth-most active despite the
strong El Nifio that year. Meteorologists
exprct a subdued hurricane season
during an EI Nifio and an eamest one
during a La Nifia. Now, are they o assume
that the record warming during
2032024 has Ripped the hurricane
season on us or that the Hnk between
hurricanes and El Nifo/La Nifa has
flipped? They'll need 1o wait and watch.

Forecasting seasonal cyclone activity is
a challenging task, but harricane forecasts
have overall become more accurate,
espectally in terms of narrowing the cone
of uncertainty of the storms’ landfall.
Some major challenges remaln vis-avis
forecasting the intensities, however,

The more worrisome fact is that the
forecasting community has acquired
hardly any skill in terms of the aftermath
of a hurricane, ie., after it makes landfall,
Post-landfall rain and winds wreak
considerable damage to property and
lead 10 the loss of lives,

The challenge of forecasting cyclones
A shortcoming in any forecast
automatically raises the stakes for how
well people and governments can plan for
hurricanes and, in India's part of the
world, cyclones, The climate models used
tor develop projections don't explicitly
resolve cyclones, Any projections for the
future are based on other resalved
metrics that indirectly indicate cyclonic
activity and its potential intensity.
Historical analyses of global eyelones
suggest there hasn't been a detectable
increase in the to1al number of cyclones.
However, the number of strong cyclones
has increased, Cyclones draw the energy
they need from the upper ocean, and the
upper oceans are warming in all
cyclone-producing regions of the planet.
This has bed to many instances of rapid
ication: when the i

reported 1o be experiencing an increasing
number of cyelones, especially in the
Arabian Sea. The fact that the last few
years have been unusually quiet only
underscores the challenge of predicting
seasonal cyclone numbers, cyclones as
individual events, how they react to
global warming, and of course their
post-landfall effects.

Good, bad, and ugly

India has made impressive progress in
forecasting cyclones together with a
disaster management plan that has been
equally effective at reducing the loss of
lives. More good news for the North
Indian Ocean is that the typical stretch of
ocean where cyclones intensify ks
relatively small, over both the Arabian Sea
and the Bay of Bengal, thus limiting the
size and strength of the cyclones, Most

2 72

— ¥, k
Tropical Storm John along Mixioo's Pacilic coast and Hurricand Helene owver the Gulf of Mexico on September 25, nasa

The worrisome fact is that the
forecasting community has
acquired hardly any skill in terms
of the aftermath of a hurricane,
Post-landfall rain and winds
wreak considerable damage to
praperty amd lead to the loss of
lives

eoroceurs with a drought will make water
scarce, wilt crops, and disrupt power
supply (because power plants need water,
oo,

A few days ago, parts of Tamil Nadu
suffered eavy rain and looding. This has
become an annual event because
warming in the Indian Ocean, especially

risk in the coming years at hyperlocal
seales,

India remains an economically
developing country, and any increments
i s ability to manage its financial and
Tuman resources will be critical for the
foreseeable future. This is essential
context for why hyperlocal risk maps can
make a big difference: it will be too
expensive for us to cover all regions for
cyclone risk. India has also started to
Iwring mivigation and adaptation actions
it its mainstream fscal policies and
budgetary processes by investing in
renewable energy, electric vehicles,
weather and climate forecasting, early
warning systems, and disaster
ManAgement.

The ugly news is that India’s dreams of
sustained economic development can

the Bay of Bengal, has been ling the

VT T lise unless the entire
b

cyclones over the Arabian Sea also tend 1o
e steered northwestward, away from
India.

“The bad news is that the Indian
subcontinent and other eountries along
the rim of the Indian Ocean are highly
vulnerable not only to the chronic
stressors of climate change but also w the
actife stressors, The chronic stressors
refer 1o the warming, rising sea levels,
and the increasing incidence of rainfall
extremes and dry spells, all of which
happen in the background. The acute

cyclone wind speed increases by 55
kmyhr or more within a 24-hour period.
Rapid intensification has proven hard 1o
predict.

The North Indian Ocean is also

ride on top of the chronic
stressors and exacerbate their effects,
These include heavy rainfall events, flash
droughts, and cyclones, For example,
inundation from a eyclone will get worse
a5 seq levels rise, Or a heatwave that

ino the T
monsaon and delivering both excess and
extreme rainfall, Forecasting woes ane
also on full display: a low-pressure system
predicted 1o eause Nooding in Chennai
veered north and completely missed the
city.

Now, imagine a city has to evacuate
thousands of people when a cyclone is
predicted. Foreeasts will continue to get
better, but our expectations will also
continue to rise,

From nation to region

Our region needs critical advances in the
quality of the predictions of rapid
intensification and lindfall and of the
eyclones post-landfall. Additional effons
are also required 1o project the cyclone

s resilient,

India’s (and the Indian subcontinen’s)
vulnerabilities to chronic and acute
climate stressors aren't only India's
socio-economic vialnerabilities: they are
also India’s national security issues. The
country’s strategies for building
cooperation, trade, and stability in the
region have to now include the
constituent countries’ climate risks as
well.

This can start by establishing
subcontinent-wide weather and climate
networks and improving forecasts and
projections for all parts of India’s wider
neighbourhood.

(Raght Murtugwdde is professor, IIT

Bownbay, and emeritus professor, University

of Maryland. mahatmag@umed.edu)

WHAT IS 1T?

THE GIST

The 2003 huimicanse season
was histony's fourth-most
active despite a strong El
Hifo. Meteorclogists now
have to consider if the record
warming of 20232024 flipped
the season o if the link
between hurricanes and El
NifoyLa Nifla has flipped

-

There has been no increase in
the total numiber of cyclones.
However, the intengity and
strength have increased, The
warming of upper oceans has
led to instances of rapid
intirlication, which has
proven hard to predict

L

India’s vulnerabilities to
climate are also national

security ssues. The country's
strategies for building
cooperation, trade, and
stability in the region have o
now include the comstituent
eountries’ climate ridks a3
well

Pollution balls: ick in the blue

Reuters

Beaches in Sydney reapened
on Saturday for swimmers
after authorities cleared
thousands of black pellution
balls washed ashore, which
testing found to be formed
from chemicals similar to
those in cosmetics and
cleaning products. Around
2,000 of the mystery black
balls, some golf ball-sized,
had washed onto beaches
across Sydney since October
15, forcing the closure of
eight beaches, including the
iconic Bondi Beach, and
leading to a massive
clean-up operation amid

Ee‘h‘:-»; =._ -'J.‘L:‘:a"

Workers clear “tar balls” washed ashore on Coogee Beach
in Sydney on October 17, 457

fears they were highly toxic,
“Based on adwice from the
Environment Protection
Authority, we can now
confirm the balls are made
up of fatty acids, chemicals
consistent with those found

The New South Wales Envirenment Protection
Authority said laboratory testing was continuing
to try to determine where the balls came from.
“It is still somewhat of a mystery and may take a
few more days to determine origin,” said EPA

15 eianr !
::;:;Tmﬁcxmmn Executive Director Stephen Beaman, Sydney's
Tuel ol * ;ald New South ocean beaches, famed for golden sand and clean

Wales Maritime Executive water, draw tourists from around the globe,

Directar Mark Hutchings in a
statement, He added the
balls, which continued to

appear on October 18 in For feedback and suggestions
fewer numbers, are not for 'Science’, please write to
A pair of Atlantic spatted dolphing leap out of the water off Ponta Delgada, Sac Miguel Island in the Asores archipelago, Portugal, on July 3. The regional assemibly of the Azores harmiul to health when left sclence@thehindu.co.in

on the sand but should not
be touched.

@D

Iskands approved the creation of the largest protectad marine area in the North Atlantic to reach intermational eonservation geals well ahead of time. The area encompasses
almaost 300,000 5q. km. and presenves underwater mountain ranges and vulnerable marine ecosystems. REUTERS

‘e [ ] [
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The politics of
SC sub-quotas

It will change Dalit mobilisation in the country,
reduce influence of dominant SC communities

aryana's decision last week to implement

Scheduled Caste (SC) sub-quotas marks an

important turn for Indian politics. On

Friday, newly anointed chief minister
Nayab Singh Saini announced that his cabinet
decided to impl the recommendations of the
Haryana Scheduled Caste Commission’s proposal to
internally divide the SC quota — 20% of government
jobs in the state are set aside for Dalits — into two
groups: Deprived Scheduled Castes (DSCs)
comprising 36 groups such as Balmikis, Dhanaks,
Mazhabi Silchs and Khatiks, and Other Scheduled
Castes (0SCs) comprising castes such as Chamar,
Jatia Chamar, Rehgar, Raigar, Ramdasi, Ravidasi
and Jatav, Each segment will get half of the 20%
quota, the panel decided.

This is significant for several reasons. One, Haryana
is the first state to implement sub-quotas within the
SC umbrella since the Supreme Court allowed itin
August. The sub-quotas, expected toaddress
inequalities within the broader group, are a polarising
issue, with a section of the Dalit community, mainly
the better empowened among them, opposing it.

Two, itis of a piece with the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BIPY's tactic of exploiting the differences within
umbrella community categories that have historically
sought affirmative action and have mostly formed the
core of non-BIP political formations, and win over
sections of this large vote. Dalit sub-quotas are an
untested political instrument so far; but with Dalits
becaming an influential political category, this is
bound to change the mobilisation pattern within that
section, Parties such as the Bahujan Samaj Party tend
to be dominated by the numerically dominant Dalit
group— this is true for the Viduthalai Chirathaigal
Katchi in Tamil Nadu, Republican Party of India
fnctions in Maharashtra, and the Congress in Punjab.

And three, Saini's decision —along with a similar
mave by poll-bound Maharashtra, which set upa
panel to look into sub-quotas hours before the polls
were announced — indicated that internally dividing
the SC quota will be part of the BJP's strategy going
ahead, and its counter to the Opposition’s caste
census pitch. In Haryana, for example, the sub-
classification pitch helped the BIP pick upa
substantial chunk of the SC vote during the recently
concluded assembly polls on its way to a historic third
consecutive term, The party won eight of the 17
reserved seats, up from five in 2019, After having
successfully cleaved the Other Backward Classes
(OBC) category into dominant and non-dominant
sections, the BJP is now focussed on the SC vote.
Expect more chum in Dalit politics.

{ GRAND STRATEGY ]
Happymon Jacob

The new template for
dialogue with Pakistan

A clinical minimalism
focussed on conflict
management appears
to define New Delhi's
engagement with
Islamabad

sternal affairs minister 5
Juishankar's recent visit to
Tslamabiad for the Shanghol
Cooperation Organlzation

(SCO) meoting was noticea-

biy froe of the usial acri-

oy between [ndia and Pakisan, This
warmh singularly wenemred Iy the
absence of acrimony, has raised hopes

Prime Minister Manmaohan Si
Pakistan President Pervez Mu

who, In turn, were passionate about
Duilding pewce. This period also wit-
I\lwd enthiislastic rzlmk -{o-pedpike
exchanges, bilateral

rmentand uluﬂ.knall‘lul ]nmnm—
tation of 1]

pe'mdk: clinical, low-profile opera-
thomal exchanges securiny offi-
cials, with no visible political engage:
ment or appetie thereol,
i BIP-Jexl gL in llm

India believes that a

withF

"y and

that it can live with a bess-h
Mugcu qunlnudmm witha

this new
cant advamages. Considering lhl.
1 owtcormes of e

imensares. Unfortunately, this mnmu
o grinding hak afier the torror strike on
the Indian cmbassy in Kabul and the
2008 Mumlni terror attacks. That
endid the golden age of Indo-Pak ties.

Today, we have anew template, This
template for dialogue between Indis
and Pakistan emerged in February
e b

India-Pakistan peace processes, New
Dehi toclay sees litle vakae in entering
politically sensitive negatiations with
Paldstan, While the comprehensive
dindogue from 2004 1o 2008 uldmately
Talled to maloe progress.on the Kashmir
issue or other outstanding isswes such
as Sachen or Sir Creck, the discroet

, clinical,
businesslike communication berween
India’s national security adviser and

for a mew dialogue process, Howeser,  the Pakistan army chief. or their
this optimism. in my opinion, maybe  trsted interbocuons, which reporiedly
misplaced — the Bharatiya Janata bypassed medﬂl.hn government in
(P Hed ) ler formiars

herve Bt compre-  objectiveof conflict resolution, the new
hensive dialogue process with Pakl- Emlu[mununmﬂctnnmgt-
stan, Theage of unlimied optimismin - ment. partly because the process cams:
Indiir s homg over — g In theviclent phase foliow-
iphate of aftermath of India’s 2019

at ke Llse Ci

wihiich

the relatiomship going forward.

Botween 2004 and 2008, the nela-
tionship between India and Pakistan
wns marked by ncomprehensive dia-
logue process. Both sides displayed
strong political will to address core
issnies, particukardy the Kashmir con-
it and terrorism. theough open diplo-

Article 370 that defined the relation:
ship between the Unbon and Jummu
and Knshmir (J8&K).
The February 2021 comscfire

ment belween the two militarics,
which resulted from discreet back:
channel talks, has successfully maln-
taimed calm abong the Line of Controd

it since 2021 has delivered
iangible resulis. Consider for Instance:
the fact that violence in J&K has

and intermitient comerss:
tions between the bwo security estab-
lishments have ensured that tensions
along the LoC In JA&K remain under
control New Delhl, therefore. appears
satisficd with the outoomes of this din-
lcalapproach,

There 8 also no overwhelmingly
supportive public sentiment in India
lar o peace process with Palkistan,
unlliloe between 3004 and m when

rcluiun.hms wll.h IJt:Wut i Lhe m
text of the ongoing Russla
war. Relations with Pakdstan, in Ihls
scheme of things, ecoupy kow priority.

For Mew Delhi. the success of this
new templite means that a formal
political dialogue with Pakistan is
unnecessary, at least for now, In this
context, ina statement on August 30,
2024, Jaishankar made three argu-
ments pertaining 1o india’s relations
with Pakistan: One, he said, “Ithink the

era of uninterrupted dialogue with
Falkistan is over. Actions have conse-

uciices.” Twa, “In so far as Jammu
and Kashmir is concerned, Articke 370
s diane, S0, the kssue wday Is what kind
of relationship can we possibly con-
template with Pakistan,” Three, “We
are not passive. Whether events ke a
posithee or & negative direction, ellllul

¥

Pakistan fall 1o curlb terronsm o
e o pence in J&K; and it
wiilll adso resppand positively 1o positive
overiures from Pakistan.

Indian strategic il beleve
that the new template has enabded
India to focus on its lnger strategic
ol in the region and beyond Going
Iack to the old format, by that logic,
would divert Indla’s atiention from
mare pressing issues. For mow, there-
fore, comflict mansagement rather than
conflict resobution remains the guiding
einciple of India’s Pakistan policy.

Finaly, going hack to the oid tem-
jplate, Delhi akso appears o beliove,
wioaile] reduire it o give up sorme of the
unexpecied galns from the new tem-
phaie. For Instance, over the past fve
years or so, India has unilaterally
changed the terms ol engagement on
JEK inwhich s mwilling todiscuss
e imternal 1 the state such as Arti-
cle

wary we will react”,
Put dilferently, from New I:ILmI 5
pmqmmlm conflictin Kashmir hos

wl
limiting the cottversition b mssiles
for reducing violence. Going back toa

suchefors i sup-
port Bven i public nmlimtwlldbc
altered by the political class, the cur-
Tent government appears o lack the
political appetite 1o initiate tlks with
Pakdstan. Moreover, New Delhl (s busy
with mare pn."ung sirategic priorties,

ok L and
lmb“llrmhmwhmn
in dinfogue over thisasit is an internal
isse for India. India further belirves
that anes-sop h Paki!

ool dlabogue, Delhl wor-
rries, would reopen some of these new
wealitics Delhi isuncomiortable with.

Hmmr}muhlmllrnnllwvmh
a less-than-perfect relationship with

Racob teaches India’s fir-
cign podicy nt INU and i the founder of
the Canncil for Stratagicand Difence

macy as well as dedicated backehan-
neks that reported directly to then ¢

(La) rDerlhlll"\‘l’i The bilaeral

such as managing the Indo-Pacific
he structurl chal-

wheen regon.

Strong institution or hand?
L.essons from Seshan case

n India’s dnmu:lm:y Icnslurl between

tummiulunm [ECs) o the BCI? ﬂ.rld were

ivi
EErily unf.neu l'rom tite o lme,

While strong leaders can propel instiis-
tions forward. weak ones risk undermining
their crodibillity, This relati onship is partics-
larly tested in institutions ke the Election
Commission of India (EC). which are prone
o recefving political pressure.

In recent years, the ECl has fced criticlsm
for its umwil lingness to act against political
parties, notably the Bharativa Janata Party
(BIP). for infractions and violations of the
Model Code of Conduct. Such instances have
Ignited debates abowt the instinstion’s capac-
ity and the fortitude of its leaders to with-
stund poll theal pressures.

But, a strong leader with unchecked
[ower can be just a8 problematic. Such cof-
centration of authority often leads
o authoritarianism, eroding the
very principles of accountability
and transparency that the ECI s
meant to uphald, How can o bal-

Sinwar death a pivot
for ending the war

th Yalya Sinwar’s killing, Israel has likely

wiped out the top line of Hamas that plann

and executed the October 7, 2023, attack. The
attack, of course, sparked off the war that has now
engulfed large swathes of West Asia and has leftwell
aver 42,000 Palestinians dead, Tel Aviv hasalsobeen
suceessful in eliminating the Hezbollah leadership and
asignificant chunk of its ranks, weakening the Iranian
proxies in the region. Both Sinwar and Hezbollah's
Hassan Nasrallah were charismatic personalities
within their constituencies and could push forward
with the terror agenda of their respective
organisations. The outfits are sure to feel their
absence, especially with conflict demanding smooth
and able leadership transitions,

Thatsaid, Hamas and Hezbollah are more than just
their leaders. They represent a certain political vision
that has umbilical connections with identity, territorial
anxieties, and the geopolitical compass of the
populations in whose names they operate. They were
born in thevacuum left by the decline of the relatively
secular bodies that fought for the Palestinian cause and
agency of the West Asian peoples. Unlessthese
grievances are addressed, Hamas and Hezbollah will
keep growing new heads every time one is severed, and
adurable peace in the region will prove elusive.

This is why Sinwar's death shoulkd be a moment for
Israel to pivot away from the war and begin the
ceasefire talks. The West, especially the United States
that has kept providing Israel the needed diplomatic
and arms cover despite anti-war posturing now and
then, and the rest of the global community must
prevail on Tel Aviv to pull back. Else, Israel will only
have itself to blame as the region radicalises further.

ance whip
institutional ncmumahdlhy be

e
ﬂuﬂh: with it comnstitutionally valid ‘Smlhan
wid sure he would come out on top.

But, presiding over the five-judge bench
hearing the case was Chief Justice of India
CIT) AM Ahmiadi — whose aversion to plac-
ing absolute power i the hands of individu-
als was well known. Just two years earlier,
this had been tested in the courtroom. In the
Second Jwdges Case. Ahmadi dissented
against the majority of the bench on
ing the powers of the CII with regards 1o
appainting judges, despite knowing that he
was slated to become the €1 In a few
muonths He cautionod against misinterpret-
Ing the Constittion and the perils of placing
winst discretomary powers inthe hands of an
Endividual.

And s, in the TN Seshan ma tier,
the bench comprising Justices
Almadi, J5 Verma, NP Singh, 5P
Bharucha, and ME Mukherjec

; " (i) warnilel be wrong o
praject the individual and edipse the

insiyah Election Commission ... To project
struck? nslyal the Individual as mightier than the
In the ECI's long history, these  Vahanvaty  institution would be a grave mistake.

questions first came to a boil in
1995, in TN Seshan Vs, Union of
India. Tirunellai Narayanaiyer
Seshan, India’s Wth chief election commis-
sioner (CEC), went head-to-head with the
Centre, and the Supreme Count djudica ted.
When Seshan assumed the role of CEC, he
Inherited a sloepy institution from ve
ecessors, L nmmpmmbﬂn a Ancor-
ruptible, he began mstitutionsllsing sweep-
ing reforms and insisted on strict compll-
ance with the Model Code of Conduct,
quickly becoming w tharn in the side of poli-
ms who had become used to the bare
minimum oversight From the ECL
He, however, was not a popular man,
Rusde and refusing to sccommodate or nego-
tinte, the CEC made reckless allegations

- even if the Election Com-
ritssion i asingle-member body, the
CEC is merely a funciionary of that
oty o put (tdifferently, the alter ego of the
Commission. and no more.”

The judgment authored by Ahmadi
explained that Article 324, Clause 2 of the
Constitution allows for the ECH o include the
CBC and ry 4

by the President, with the CEC acting as
chalrman, The count dismissed the argument
that & mult-member Commission would be
against the Constitution. Further, the court
denied the CEC welo pawer over other ECy,
ruliing that decisions should be made by
majori ty vote.

And thus, the ECI was forever changed.

attacking various individuals and instita-

tions.

Seshan knew that politicians across par-
ties wanted him gone. but he was not wor-
riod. He knew that mncwll!ga CECwasas

cumbersome &s removing a - The com-
position of the EC1 as a single-member
meant that he had unbridled powers—the

[ECE was Seshan, and Seshan was the ECL
In 1993, the Centre, under PY Narasimha
Ruso, sought 1o make the ECla mubti-member
body through an erdinance. A furlouws
Seshan took the matter to the Supreme
Court, arguing that the government's inten-
tion wis to elip his wings, There were two
miln questions before the court: Was itcon-
stitutionally sound to add mare election

IF WEMUST CHOOS
BETWEEN THE TWO, THEN

WESHOULD REMEMBER

TH I‘INI)I\I[)I‘:\I'-:\'\III

O ND GO,
NSTITUTIONS [NDLHI;

I

ME LI[r".N[‘\\i‘s I(J(-[]\I RN
INSTITUTIONS MUST BE
ROBUST TO WITI

\.\[D
POLITICAL PRESSURE

But what are today?

Weak institutional checks can lead to
unchecked individua] power, but weak beac-
erscan threaten the very foundation of con-
stitutional institutions — both disastrous
poszibilities.

Ye. il we must choose between the two,
then we should remember that individuals
will come and go., but institutions endure.
The mechanisms that govern these [nstim-
thons must be robust enough to withstand
personal ambitions and potitical pressures,
It s perhaps vo this end that the Supreme
Court had mandated that the CEC and ECsbe
sebected by o panel consisting of the Prime
Minister, the Leader of Opposition, asd the
CI1—toensure that the power of selection
Far these positions is not held exclusively by
any one organ of the State,

The first Prosident, Fajendra Prosad, said
in the Constinsent Assembly, =, a Constim-
tlon, Hke a machine, is a lifeless thing. It
acquires life because of the men who control
it and operate it, and Inclia necds today noth-
ing more than a set of honest men who will
have the interest of the country before them.”
W meay apply the same thinking to constin-
tional institutions to better understand the
needs of our demaocracy.

Insivab Yahanvary is the author of The Fearfess
Jindge:: The Life and Tirees of hestice AM. Ahsaiadi,
The views expressed are persemal
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/
arlier, the emphasis (of the

National Health Policy) was
just on the curative. Now, it is

on the prey

mment

reserves the right to respond ﬂmqr if

Research. The views expressed
are personal

{ STRAIGHT FORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

The State and society need
to fight road rage crimes

lease read the following paragraphs
very enrefully. They reflect the ragedy
of our times. And if this emerging

The techic's wille, seated in the front seat,
started yelling for help. Her woddier dasghier,
whio was sleeping In her lap, woke up die to

troend of wiolence perpetrated hypmﬂ(' the commotion.
with short ists, we are The terror-stricken child al
bleak future. i

The incident hawermi in Dvlhl L] Haﬁh

rted cry-
ing.
As the incident happened on a busy road,

Vihar with

gathered around in a flash and

brother Anbur. as they wene walking wwm
& Ramleels firground. Three persens on a

modorbike brushed past the brothers weaviig
thelr iwo-wheeer dgemusl; rhru:gll tluo
milling erowids heade

brothers, In turn, asked the riders to drive
carefully. which lod o an alercation Seon the
bike riders fished out kndves, ottacked, and
grievously wounded Himanshu and Ankur.
The gruesome act unfolded in fromnt of thoa-
sands of people. The kaife-wiclding miscre-
ants could easily have been disarmed and

started making reels and the traffic came toa
halt. But the assailant kept attacking the car
and though a couple of guands [rom Lhe
nearby showrooms came to [ntervene they
couldn't deter the determined assallant.

Instend of saving the couple, people wene
busy making recls. The reels went viral and
thee police took cognizance of It but the inc-
dent rattled the family.

By thetime the coupsle rasched home, their
by wins suillfering from veiy high fever. She
was unable to sleep and wos very disturbed,

owerpowered ifjust a few of th

joined forces, Bt could have saved a fimlly

from tragedy, These were not assailants

vuuwcdmm an AK-47 rifles or grenades.
even a finger,

Thclrh attacked Ankur, causing fatal inju-
ries to his chest, neck, stomach. and thighs.
Himanshu, wo, sulfered serious infuries but
managed o get his injured brother to the
nearest hosplad on arickshaw, But It was too
late. Ankur was declared dead on arrival

You may have heand about many such
incidents where people, instead of coming
forward wo help the wounded, were busy
making reels for social media posis How can
these people forget they are part of society
and thal a day could come when they, oo,
will need people’s sympathy and sup-
port?Are we heading towards a dysfunc-
thonal socicty, which lacks concern and is
driven by cold aggression?

Another inddent in Bengaluw, the toch
capdtal of India reaffirma this. This ncident
involved a softwane engineer who was driving
hame with his wife and nine-month-old
daughterin the car. A man an a bike suddenty
locked the car. The man then started pound-
ingz s car bonmet Hie a man

shocked coupde couldn' t[nmumwhll
woent wrong. By the time they gathered thel
wilts, Uhe biker had plucked the wlprrulllm
car and smashed the windshield with it He
dicn’t stop there and kept pounding the
shichl.

Doctors diagr that the baby had a panic
attack, She remained in that condition fora
week and the parents gave up hope for her

TECOVErY.

Mo ome kemows §f the incident will ever Eade

m lhe child's memaory. Psychologists insist
i

impring
on 5 Pyl

%mwmmmmmm the
;nck:ler In Bengaluru do w deserve such a
ate?

The list of such unfortunates is growing
with mauseating regularity and the sad real-
ity i there's o effective stratey o deal with
the menace. Datn corrobarates the depress-
ing truth. In 2022, the country’s capital,
Delhl, witnessed 76 road rage cases which
went up to 84 the next year. This year, tll
August, 62 such incidents have been

d. Mister auto’s Road Safety Incex
2019 tells us Mumbai and Kolkata lead e
table in road rage cases.

Reporis released by the Natlonal Crime
Rmnldr. Burean (NCRE) and the mimistry of
rtsuggest they ar
their feet on the scourge of road rage by ot

1§ [tas an e
mention.

How meany Anlaurs and toddlers will suffer
ar pay with their lives the govermment
witkes up From fis slurnber?

Shaachi Shebhar is editor-in-chigf. Mindustan. The
ews exiressad are personal
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ts chairpersan of Open Netwerk for Digieal

Commerce [OMDC).

ritish companies set up the rse rallway
e In Indla in theearly 19t ce

sy
ury toserve thelr comm
esls and ambl tons

and expanded by the Bri
wrious ebements of the network, like
coverage, aecess, pricing and, cr
transported, were desigred anc implemented
ierests of select users aligned with
the Brivish Haj, Post-ldependen
el the Importance of evolving
y network into a public good o drive
ity across the country, helping eco-
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Digital infrastructure for open
commerce can transform India

ONDC iy an inclusive e-commerce platform that serves the public aim of linking the country for wide economic participation

lly, what was

the Incian

such i L\hj.uL\.|>u||-.|lld\null
The key conslder
syt and

ry segmment of soclery,
Cilven the transfom

inthe digital dom
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I meny
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L
ol !u-nllm(llp ayment sysie
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i interaperahle
ing demonst

ernment s now bul

Homs of the governmeni’s

v ddecades. we have experlenced a
vilving to exert influer
Iy, This is the dimension of

'|.4=.I|m
HTTP and SMTF, as open protocols, enabled uni-
versal access to the web and digital communiea-
tonat highly competitive charges for practically

ative power of digitaliz
i government bullt found
in toexiend access o
rivileged segment
This fs now recognized globally s India’s
Digital Pubdie Infeastructure (0P,

Several inltiatives are belng rolled out to st
track the journey towards this vision of Digial
Inaddla, Nationwide broadband access is being ¢

pch distant wwwns and villages. Al

| resbdents of the
helr fdentity to participate in
e f e Lo the digitization

an for

I Lo ensure Inter-
payment systems and prevent fumd
transfers from b |n;(1'm|l1|mi 1o walbedd gardens
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r has enabled deeper pene-
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experienced anywhere in the workd.
Building on the learning from each initiative, in
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Jerome Powell will simply not
be the greatest Fed chair ever

His record is smudged by a profonged phase of witra-easy money

ALLISON SCHRAGER
s & Bloomberg Opinion columnst covering
BCONOMICS,

ven ifhe does oversee a soft Linding
For the VS econ roberal Heserve
Jeroane Powell will not deserve
the annals of dstory as the great-
st Bankerof all time, Not because
bringing down Inflation without cansing
arecesskon sas mucl atter of luck asof
akill—and economists will spend years
debsating how much of esch Powell had
b

e LIS economy foryears
alome takes Powell out of

Tn the spring of 2020, as the world was
cbemle panic and the US econ-
y wais in free-fall, the Federal Reserve
ned tosthe emergency playbook from
the finaneial erisds: [ eut interest rates io
ntitative easing
dated Treasur
and mongage-backed securities, kno
5 MBS, Thistim usch
higger nee sheet o
red Lo 2 ril-

&
Lo b 20008,

By the sumumer of 2020, even a5 many
businesses were shut down, the ho,
ancd momgage hets appeared (o be

{omdng, And yet the Fed kegt buying

telid not begin tape s pur-
chases untll Nevember 202 Lilbe ot
stopbuying new MES until June 2022—a
Tull yeat Natlon took off, and years
otising boom.

This, arecent economic
argues, ks why mongage rates were so low
curing the pandemic, In the early 2020s,
the authior mometary policy jubced
the housing market by lowering the
spread on morigages.

Mot oanly did tha Fed buy MBS directly-
atits peak it owned abouta gquarteraf the

arch paper

MBS market—but its actlons alse
Inereased the amount of MJL\ the banks
bought,

When policy rates fall to zero, hanks

mewe deposits, and they hedge that
ahility by barying assets that have similar
duration and risk ch ristles,

With the banks and Federal Reserve

Sustained quantitative easing distorted
thve LS housing market, AruTms

economy, But because the United States

Al of America’s
homeowners now have mortgage 1
Bl 4%, They will not be moving any-
e soon, That means less inventior
new buyers are Bclng higher prices togo
with higher mongage rates,

This is likely to remain the case for
years—becanse the odds are mongage
rates will never return o pancdemic levels,

lamnorm
morning
padicy is difficult,
cireumat
unpreceds
ke sense for ihe
Hveeasing
ol sovdlive, though perhaps the
easing was Larger than it needed o
why clicd It bewep buying MBS,
quantities, for another two years?

Tealiddn't ake sense even the
erithes noded at the thme—it rshed ¢

1 Bodse, Idah
ingforthe Fed
todho 15 mothing. Iy peaple will
mowe, for all the varkous life reasons, and
more homes will be bl

Bust it will take years for the housing
market toget back tonormal. And ifhome
prices stay high, there will be paolitical
pressure 1o bring mortgage rates hack
down below 4 which would require

wars for houses
Abthis poln

more quantitative easing, which would
Further distort markets, Some Fed critics
would then ¢

ence,
1 resalize this is cuit
des, but (s one Powell could have

halfeh s market, other
Investors became . The result
wis record-low morg;
lon waorth of mortigage origin
2020 and 2002 peaple bought homes
and refinanced || the historle
rates, The 2
In 2022, the wh' al Heserve started
increasing rates and stopped buying
sses—Rnown asu vetights 8
Mortgage spreadsshot back up,
thie cost of borrowing in the

il sy dhl

avoldied had the Foder: UL Tiey
taper its MBS purchases at the end of
202000 at least by early 2021,

I, the Fed kept buying MBS long
after the morn gage market recovered,
leepit rates at wero fora full v
o ook off,

This wi ijor policy error—and it
takes Jay Powellout of any comversation
about whio ks the greatest Fed eral Reserve
ever, Paul Volcker can continue o
rest b e CBLOOMBERG

e,

India must watch out for a remodelled EU taking shape

AJRISHISINGHAL

Is & serecy journalist and author
af the recantly released boak
Shp, Stiteh and Stumible: The
Untold Stary of India's Fnanclal
Sector Refonms’ @rajrishisinghal

pressed o i aover the slow

el shoubd bewary of! Jelled Fure-
AT il the turm- Flnlia-El k el

ke The 27-member blos, in addition to lllk-. Nine rounds have been concluded so
Its nternal conteadictions, s fra yingat the | Erwith o sign of progress. The minister's

edges with multiple members expressing
displeasure op LJune elections o Euro-
I nent saw T Tt parties mak-
Ing major galng and cornering a majority.
The impact of thison existing policy frame-
works isstillunclear, though some consen-
&s decislons—su Hghter migration
rules Imminent, The EU's slow
|'|,|'IIM|I1|.|[] H'h

s
vy, with the blocs Gl
dluring 2023, could see the community reas-

serting some of Its historie ¢ cleristle
traits o regaln revense and growth,
Al this could spell turbulent Tndia

Ll's inslstence on nchsding
+ termed
In the negotiations s

One coatentions lssse
across trade platforms il
of a mew lport levy under s Carkon Bor-
der Adjustment Mechanksm (CHAM), a tax
baseril oon greenhouse gases emitted during
the productionalimported goods. The EL's

il E

g heartburn
I's imposition

CHAM levies on Africs wisis lkely to

sigght cwer Trwdian baond clearing

redduce the continent's GO by almost %,
The CHAM has also been pilloried for

In this European Market
are th-,.uLmu i has forced the

it 5" based on noatual respect foreach jur-
' 1

Jlakn December zim.

belng unjust; European natbons and compsa-
nies have emitted indiscriminately over the
Ly bt want devel o
Bl Develiping and poor countries
hed o hear the

costs of climate o
desplte thel

belng lower than those of Ive
st EL member countries resurgence transactions in India. Of the
and thelr lack of financial i i slx de-recognized plat-
capacity toelther monitor amld a S|W|ng Fewrmms, Pwoare regulated by

emlsslons or lnvest In
decarbondzation, A Brook-
Ings Institute study from

July 2024 contends that = N two by the Internatio
measuring carbon emis- protecnor“sm Financial Services Centres
slons i a diffieuln sk and N .

Invariably lead and hurt India decislon seems

| i
are mandated to offset embssions arisin
from IIn-Irpmdm Hon processes, entallinga

trade ties. The right-wing res  cou-
plhed with the centre- ||hl|| Furopean Peo-
ple's Party gaining the it Sty s likedy 1o
see @ hardening of the EL's protectionist
1 renewed attempt to
pxtra-tereitorial juris-
dietion over Indlan caplts

monetary dsthar donot
nvest similar amounts in offsetting emis-
slons would gain an edge. The CRAM is
Lk affect developing and poor nations
the most, The 2024 Trade Prefevences Report

bile clata-sets, imply ing that
this could be a seurce of
rade conflicts, The paper also says
by targeting industrial manufectured
products (1ike steed), the ELU might be giving
i s o other highly polluting induseries Hie

aviowr Is also
ng and

reflected In its insistence o

v |-|\|L\~I:5:; A right'Wing

EU economy
could heighten

Authowit

¥
CESMAY, the ELMs Anancial markets regulator
and supervisor, to blacklist six Indi
i

loms, e

from providing |I aring
and sett! rvices o
Exuroge: sundertak-

i homd andd der

the Reserve Bank of India
(HEI, two by secur
market regulator

o have been prompred, in

the maln, by RELrefusing
o grant the European regulator asdit amd
Inspection elghts overane particular clear-
g platform, Clearing Corporation of India
CCCILY, which oversees the bulkof gov
ment bond trading and settlement. REL in
purn, seems o have heen embsoldemned by a
slmilaragreement with the Bank of England

K
REI deputy governor T, Rabi Sankar hac
eltserved: “These Mol ls or agreements with
respect o market infrastrocture agencies
ke CCIL should bie underpinned by the
word that s used in thelr regulations—coop-
eration. They should be cooperative docu-
ments, We belleve that they should follow
B principle of mutal respect and the prin-
elple of mutaal truse. They should also be
eharacterized by the principle of deference
o bocal regulations, In other wirds, we are
mot comfortable with the regulations any-
whirewhich are charactertzed by extraterd-
tasrdal jurisdiction.”

Soclal scientists have observed that EU's
attempits at cross-border parnerships seem
Infuenced moreby a historical mindset, one
hat still har annants ol
st and extraction-based economic model,
rather than treating othe
partners, With a near-stagr
largechunk of its population past thework-
ing age and a It machinery now
ahministering poliey, the last thing thewoeld
s politic i eronomic
| fortress

E
=
=
g
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Lady Justice makeover:
Time toreflectonideals

The Constitution replaces a sword and the blindfold has been cast off in a judicious reform

afjudicial iconography. Its an apt moment to recall Jofinr Rawls and Amartya Sen on justice

vmbaols hold meaning. The national
emblem that India adopted after
Independence, the lion capital, for
nbolizes ideals of power
- triumph of trath. Any insti-
tutional change iniconography
should make us pause for reflection. Especially
™ms J wital institution
plainthe difference

exampl

ifit cone
where

aworld

of ign

and equity, as heard in cinema and bevond.
Now that a Raj legacy of dissonance has been
cast offin favour of cohes
Justice can convey equality in the evesofjus-
tice. As semiotic resets go, thisis a judicious
remake. While we welcom
muist also weigh what has been cast off. At its
maost worthy, the blindfold was a cue for the

rence, the remade Lady

however, we

ce” in John Rawls’ theory of jus-

LIVEMINT.COM

Gradual or surge? Either way, we
need to strengthen our defences

India’ defence spending must rise sharply for preparedness against fast-evolving potential threats

Is co-founder and directos of The

national context in which they might
take place. While our arnmlfon\- 3
acoguired new ca

proach s that it might be toolate in

bearing frult. Canwe be really confident
that Inlawill not be subject to major
military eoereion befo K347 Does

I'um ard in the moder
to bplement -wm- ul'(]m

rly a quarter-century ago. Both the
integration of the three services and the
I'urmalmn of theatre commands remain
n-progress,

an i dent
centre for research and education in public
policy.

riting in 1919, in the aftermath

of the First World War, the flu

pandemic and the cutbn
the Irish war of independence, W
Butler Yeats ohserved. * Things fall
apart; the cendre cannot holdy Mere anar-
cfy i foased wpon the workid The Wooa-
dinmed Hale 15 loosed, and everyudiers’
The cevemony gf innocence e drownedy’
The beat back all covviction, while the
eadire full of passonate infevsity.” He
eould well have been describing the
world in 2024,

The niceties of inte Wil rela-
thons, the guard -rails of international
narms andd restraints placed by the
United Nations system, have dissolved
i liey wihere might is right. lh|~.

soom. The kind of leadership required o
steerthe world away from boutali
nowhere |
oms have deterred majurmmc TS5 I'mm
fighting big direct wars, but there are
m:mt|xs|:-.m|m:-mhpmx\'uarl. bdul)l-
foms that ar
amount of destructio clear threats

e I::ncclmn ged rapidly.
ahility must keep
-olnnlnhalol'lmE"t-upl(-l.l atie
1, which. for its part, seeks to
heep pace with that of the United States,
s the fights in Ukraine and W ia
shown, generational superiority
matters. Those wh carry a knifetoa
gunfight find that they are defeated
even before entering the battlefield. OF
course, a combinatbon of asymmetric

strategies, ingenuity and alliances can
fodl more advanced ary adversaries
Butifone hasa choice, it is prudent to

investin hard mi

7 superio
[hoere are two broad ways Indla can
military power it needs to
secure iself gradual and surge.

The gradual way woukd be o steadily
increase defence expenditure—from
the current sub-2% of gross domestic
product (GDP) to around 4% of GDP—
avier a l0-year period. This allows the
government enogh rosm o negoiiate
budget constraints and shift fiscal
resources owards defence. It also gi
India's defence ership more time to
implement structural changes ke th
tre commands and integrated planning
e chiefs and theatre commanders
will be able to define, induct and absorb

uur|ml|l|cal. pstem have the resolve to
delivero i
i nvirenment remain
f'u\'uurnbh-mlmll 1 over this perlod?
That is why [ think we should also
considera second approach—asur,
defence expenditure, stanting with
immediate doubding of the defen:
budget and holding it at the 4%-of-GDEP
lewed for Five s

take maximum advantage of Tndia
wp with the United States and
5, while creating additional
resources for the domestic industry, IF
bay-viersus-build decisions are made
thaoughtfully, Indi

juip-
menie (mltl ":h]
cesses across the thie
mportanthy, India will
strength at a time whe

'II‘I)(- pmhl(-m with

mlmrt-:l wi
defence

l1<-.:hrup1:|nclm|nf .1
fershipwill be requ
Integrated plan:
imygg the three ses
short period will ot be sasy. '['I)( T 15
also a risk that indigenous defence start-
upswill get left out as purchase orders.
ot foredgm vendiors for ready-made
products.

fual or surge, which should
at this podnt, except
rnment and Parliament

between the wealth and poverty of nations, as
the Economics Nobel Prize for 2024 reminds
us. Last weelk, inaremarkable move to shed
colonial baggage, the Supreme Court unveiled
a redesigned version of ‘Lady Justice. The old
statue, whose origin can be traced to ancient
civilizations around the Mediterranean Sea,
had balancing scales in one hand of a blind-
folded woman, with a sword in the ot her. The
scales, which represent impal
weighing of cases, have been retained. |
sword of enforcement has been replaced with
a copy of India’s Constitution, on which the
rule of law is based, marking an Age-of-Reason
shift to what must be enforced from how. T ]l!'
blindfold is gone, with Lady Justice's
open—to affirm our equality. “The law is not
blind; it sees [.‘wrryuntrcqtmlly, said Chief
Justice of India Y. Chandrachud at the
unveiling ceremony. The rationale—to keep
up with evolving ideals in India’s own context
of interpretations— thour
commitment to institutional sovereignty.
What we should reflect upon, aboveall, is the
discarded blindfold. By intent, it was asymbol
of fairness, But it also exposed the law's majesty
to portrayal assightless in popular culture, as
seen in the 1983 Hindi blockbuster Andhaa
Kaanoon (literally, ‘blind law’). Open eves, in
contrast, have long inspired the poetry of love

tice that proposes justice as faimess. Ifpeople in
an “original position” set out to institute a just
system without being able to see their own
social status (or endowments), he argued, then
rational folks would adopt two principles: One,
of liberty, equally available toall, so long asit's
compatible with the same right of others; and
two, of social and economic gaps needing to
work ineveryone's favour and be derived only
from positions open to all in society. Amartya
Sen, in The Idea of Justice, eritiques Rawls’ insti-
tutional emphasis and advoeates a path laid by
deliberations of democracy on the relative lives
led by people, an echo of his Nobel Prize-win-
ning work on social-choice theory calling for
comparisons to unlock fairer outcomes.
‘Worthy as Rawls' and Sen’s proposals are,
they are too abstract to pitch in the public
square for people to wrap their heads around.
Perhaps an imaginary wheel of fortune could
actasanal ippose we are all to be randomly
ight as somebody else in sc ,
what ideals of justice would we want? Witha
one-in-1.4 billion chance of being the least—or
most—fortunate, Rawlsian faimess would be
top priority. Just thinking of how vastly our for-
tunes might vary would make us reckon with
inequality, as Sen urges. But then, symbaolic
implements are all that the Judiciary has atits
disposal. And it has re-crafted them well,

have been issued, There s dangerous
talk of calling nuclear bluffs. The guns
will continue to do the talking over the
next decade,
current military preparedness
was for a different world, a pre-Gaza,
pre-Ukraine, pre-Xi Jinping world, with
different fundamental assumptions
about the typesof conflict and the inter-

could b

enjov alonger developmental runway,
and a decade from now, indigenization Ye
combat platforms, | ing

levels, evenin crit

5l zant,
The downside of the gradualap-

10 PEARS 60

Indiz's military
strength issufficient to tide through the
dramatically different world that we are
n. W clear ks that it issafer tobe
slrong

s enids his poemwith the follow-
lines. “Ana uhal rough beact, its howr
cognte round at last Slowches towards
Bethlehem iobe born™

JUST A THODEGRY

Justice will not be served
until those who are
unaffected are as outraged
as those who are.

BENJAMIN FRAMKLIN

The spectacle of SpaceX is about how science has failed

MANU JOSEPH

here is a way that people in Mumbai
gape at a new metro line—with

shooting off metal tospace, |
Iy capturnes
rocket sedence” is probably
cure” Butit just does not sound as cool, B
the word "hallistic” carries disproportionate
scientific sof ication, though it merely
describes gravity. (A Thallistic missile

unguided descent w a'cruise missile,

The phrase that
the meaning of “it's

siles, including hypersonic bal
the kind Iran rai
ago. Also, we landed on
and did nod repeat the
worth the expense
The fac 124 the gul
ofarecket boosterinto thew
aniron structure qualifies

quality of life

et it was not
human hody.

ed descent
ng hands of

how much weknew,

v 1104, and in our

long death ir

Today, if you wish to live
cannot guide you inany specific wa;
only offer a broad direc-

cl.< fence that incremental breakthroughs in
cultovertime, Buttherelsan

cal sciences,

whise hype comes from theirability to pro- B Teas00L.
tead of rejuvenating the

Seience may have mojo, but scientific
searchisofien tedious, even boring. Across
vell, sclence | the workd, smart young people now have
in | many upmmn For heow it Bead theirlives Even
155 [0

rustie wonderment at sutomaticdoors | which sounds more recreational, isguided | asagreatscientificspecta- Science has thom, not v different | sure their children to pursue lucrative

and alr-conditioned coaches A fewdavaago, | il the very end.) cle of our times at once from the advice of a wise | unhapgy careers. You don't have todosome-

the world appeared to have the same look The booster that Space X grabbed on s | reveals and hides the fact been a ma'or old woman if you don’t | thinganymore just because you

when Elon Musk's company SpaceX man- about 70 metres bong, oraslarge | that modern science is a J emptstopush | at it you can follow ]

aged to grab a descending booster with giant building. The 'Ixxxalcrl.lm\'(d big disappadntment, - H H her high-carb sweets, In | often something in the arts 5

|1?i1:r.\ ﬁhm‘l know \\'ti‘_{‘lku: world " A i ritlly IET its own Initial dlsappOIHtment 3[]2-!—.tull atill have togo | people whio I1Ii|,:"|‘1[]‘h3\(‘|)|’('l]mt'hl Engineers

the way it did to the event. We promise. and this mav through a process of trial | may bemaking terrible bt honest movies, or
s & journalist, novelist, and the more marvellous thing 115 not that present-day and ervor to figure out | thosewhowould have been marvellous biol-
creator of the Metfio: serles, Ljust don‘t get the greatnessofthe booster | would significantly lower the costof space | sclenceisntimpressiveat  [p@ because of a  whatworks foryou. ogists might be working on the best way to
Tecoupled catch. The hype wassimilar to the timewhen | missions. Ifthat is the most exciting part of “or example, modern R R Science hasstagnatedin | compress a video file.

Musk launched hisred carintospace and his | the booster-grab, then [Lam especially disap- i is ingenious—you bra"] dra“‘l from areas like air travel not You could argue that there are encaugh

fans were Mown, as though they had not | pointed as an Indian be recelve a phone call, not N peause it does not know | people in [hn \\.ulid i even ifsome opt out

heard ofanohjec dasatellite thatcould | rocket upcheaper than Space X, even answer it, and still real science how to fly you faster. We of sclence, there are

have the
imtio s

T toshoot you ty of others
o Dielhi and extraordina
hiring vou down o Yok just about | ically come not from sys

later. Itis just that we have not | ingenious insights of extraordinary individ-
Found away todo it cheaply enough forcom- | wals. Iworry that the scientist capable ofa
mercial application. Even so, :!Im fact that | breakthrough that could vastly improve my
o grangd| | cpeality of Tife when I'm S0 might be working
speed across the world is a filure of: at SpaceX, figuring out how tocateh a rocket

Why hasscience disappointed? The booster instead.

e part o betterus orhiting Tesla. | boosters just fall off. rer to pursue them.

My epuarre] is th

end up with a virus that
takes over your phor
Almost everything lseael us
s impwressive technol
best warfare:s
knowle
But the entsof modern science
have been modest in furtheringourunder-
standing of the nature of reality iconsidering

an innovation, the
descent of aboos ot much superior to
cent of a racket, especlally with a
onbeard that hasto be taken to
jom and brought back. Also,

ven in rocketry, a booster grab is far more
miniest than the perfi veof lsraed's iron
dome, which canintercept hundreds of mis-

s to defend it

as amarvel lEK!I]I| EYEE

Rocket science has alway shad moreallure
than its technological substance deserved.
Even in its glory days, there were sclences
that required greater human brilliance than

is beyond public
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Slowdown blues

A decisive policy shift is needed to boost
income and aid productivity gains

ULTIPLE ECONOMIC INDICATORS have in recent months

shown a marked decline, denting the optimism that existed

about the short-term economic trajectory, It looks increas-

ingly convineing now that the underlying momentum of

ecanony activity, given the unhclpﬁn] external world, is not sufficient to
the recent t 1 celerateit. Despite the first-

quarter GDP growth nummg inat6,7%,alower rate than in the previous
fourquarters,and asizeable 1.4 s less than the year-ago
quarter, it did not look much du-.ccncerting This was because itemised
data on the expenditure side showed a couple of bright spots — a
“rebounding” uf private consumption that had witnessed a severe -.Iuw-

s Upinion

HAT DO ADANI
Power, Future
Retall, Antrix Cor-
poration, BharatPe,
and Rellance Infra-
structure have In commaon? They all
turned to the Singapore International
Arbitration Centre (SIAC) to resolve
complex cnmmemal disputes. This

hod Alects SIAC'S statusas

downinth tod,and acreditable investiment
capital furmatl.un} despitea sl.cming of government capex.

‘The tempowas largely seen tosustain itself. Reserve Bankuf India(RBI)
G a Das, in his g the October 2024

policy review,said that* prlvate consumption, the
maimtayufaggmgate demand, look brught on the back of improved agri-
cultural outlook and rural demand”, However, assorted high-frequency
data now fly in the face of the assumption that consumption demand is
strong,and that it is helped by a“tumaround”in rural demand, and “sus-
tained” urban demand.

To be sure, export of merchandise declined 3.76% in Q1, on a
favourable base (-3,18%), sales of commercial vehicles and tractors fell
onyear in HLFY25 by 0,7% and 8.8% respectively,while passengervehi-
cles sales were almost flat (1,19%), Non-food credit grew 13.6%in August
2024, compared with nearly 200 in the corresponding months in the
previous two years, Index of industrial production (11F) grew just 4,130
inApril-August this fiscal, compared with 6.74%and 7,7 4% respectively
in the corresponding pcrlnds of I-'\'24 and FY13,

Infact, 1P slower rateof 2,30
in April Ausust 2024, mﬂectmgasuhdued demand u:enarlr.x .kmung mle
sectors,g ak
to S‘Eptemher and sowere [ellll.iu:r sales, Uer:trlr:lty generation fell in bulh
August and September, and cement production remained ﬂ.at ornegative
for the past few months. Even industrial capacity utili n,a modest
improvement in which in recent quarters was what optimists have betted
on as sign of a new investment cycle taking shape, declined marginally to
T4% in Q1FY25, falling off the 44-quarter peak of 76.8% reported in the
previous quarter.T har.wzs lncvltahle asthe inventm'y sa]es raLir.a mr:hud up.

i the g 0 aret}

puhllcca fallythe Centre’
upin F_xpurts ifthe m(r.ema] sltuatlmdue-.n’t tum much for theworse, Even
as Emwth worries rise, the REL L\ L‘aught ina cleft stick, as is evident from
licyrate could be“very premature”
|LssLeadlast nummltment toalign-
as projected by the central bank, would Iy mod ,.fninm'ann:t
be taken forgranted. The robust bottom lines of banks and large corporates
can’t give impetus to lhe econonty, when the demand side is weak. Polices
must be formul ly to I:Dmt Imu-.ehuld

incomeand; geapacity I

Das’srecent that

and"mky’at this point, The REL is nght

thetarget. Inany case, thatt

In space, no one can hear
Musk’s rivals scream

NAVIGATING SPACE IS hard, It mmnlmr i
ous. Andyet hand it to Flon Musk: Hi X fi kes it Innkmzy
Space Exploration 'J\schnn]nglm Cnrp s reusable Falcon 9 s todday the world's
most flown rocket,a ik thecostof artation.
It gives SpaceX a"de facto” mnmpf\ly ‘on launch misslons s]ln,glng payload lika
satellites into orbit, And that dominance extends to its own Starlink satellites,
6,000 of which orbit the Earth, offering high-speed Internet almost anywhere,

premier arbitration venue but also the
Inadequacy of comparable dispute res-
olution services In India,

-~ -

Al

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

T— - W —

® HEALTHCARE FOR EVERYONE

Unien health minister P Nadda

The government is taking steps te ensure high-quality

and affordable haa-lm:ara facilities to all... (and) is

d to imph
that provides holi

health policy

©® AIDING HEALTHY COMPETITION
GIFT CITY HAS THE POTENTIALTO REDEFINE INDIA'S ROLE IN THE GLOBAL ADR LANDSCAPE

The next dispute resolution hub

MS SAHOO iEf

Faunder, Dr. Sahoo Regulatory Chamers

cost robust | Drubal, the | d centre at GIFT City
andvast pool of skilled professionals, must provide gerw:e-i that meet or
lamd. axcead th ality, cost,and

In today's competitive

istic, P
curative, palliative, and rahabulltauva care to all

, promotive,

gration of advanced technolog

ineludi ton plat-

fnrmn virtual haarlngn dncument nnl}-
secure

document management systems, and
incentives for faster disposal enhances
efficlency and accessibility.

Dispute resolution professionals;
A diverse and experienced panel of

olution pl'ofaﬁslnmlﬁ, aceass disci-
plines, ensures high-quality ADR ser-
wices, They are attuned to cultural

This scenario is of an era fight for share, i Further, it should offer dis- nuances which enhance communica-
when Individuals from different regions | resources, and profits, disputes over con- tinctive value propositions to atteact | tion, reduce misunderstandings, and
of India the US fior racts, rand regula- global users and set it apart. At a mini- foster trust among International par-
oerIwgmedlcalmuu.lt was because mlycnmplia:mnmhmvltahleThedjuu mum, the centre’s dl-_slgn ghnul.d Incor- thes. .Imnnawslngtrainlngandaocmdila-
such sityof| I hvarying perate the following keye ton prog helps high
able in Indla then, T'hL-i reﬂem abmader [ he likelihood ! [¥ d vices: A success- dard practice and ethics,
truth; ve g Disputes, however, cormne with significant ful centre affers anarraynfdigpum resg- Legislative support: A robust leg-
b rhets l " ital, casts: they lock up scarce resources and lutlnn nptlnru Includi b Islative fi k that promotes ADR

Interconnected world, the phyglcal!m:a-

thon of services matters far less than thelr

uality, spead,and rellabilit
a Tnza;'m]endla s a I\uby[nr lMdI.caI

divert time and money that could be used
elsewhere. Moreover, pro-
longed disputes create
uncertainty, deterring

———
Both Indian and
foreign parties should of disputes — commer-

chodslikemed
arb, through online,
offline, or assisted online
mades. [t caterstoall types

tourlsm,

ata fraction of Ink | costs, What prowth " havetheability to  cial financlal,and beyond
oncecost | bound med Glven the limitations  Jasignate GIFT Ci — whaether they arise on-
leal expenses has evolved int Itibil off juclicial sys- thiohbﬂ t ki:h shore, off-shore, or cross-
lion-dollar industry that serves patients tems, businesses are o B, W barder, regardless of par-
from across the globe. Justas Indla trans- | increasingly opting for  the option to choose ey ' (private-private,

formed Its healtheare Iand_v:ape itean
become aleaderin alt i

ADR services inr-iwm Fair,
and i

olution (ADR) offering world- cla-i-i REE-
vices at competitive prices, This would
keep disputes and billions In forelgn
exchange within its borders, and also
attract International cases,

Indlan entities, including govern-

market is booming, with
the glabal market pm|ecmdln reach § 15

either foreign or
olu- Indian ning | F L
tions.As a result, the ATVR w ment). This all-in-one

government-private, and

and sets clear operational guidelines is

wital, Such laws should grant the centre

the autonomy to modify its rules and
d | Iy

viftlyin

ing userneedsand tram!;indLsputen-_s-
olution. This enhances the centre'scom-
petitiveness  and  responsiveness,
instilling confldence among use

Judicial systeny: The availability of
adedicated and efficient court system
to support ADR services, particularly

in Ing awards, s lal, Ini-
tially a qpeclalmed bench wlthln the
i tcould o

tremeets thevaried needs of users,

billion by 2030, growing at
annual rate of 7%, The Aslan market ls

ment bodles, arel o
International alternative dlgpum reso-
lution centres (IADRCS) like SIAC, even
for disputes involving only Indian par-
ties, Indian arbitrators actively provide
services at these centres, Indian parties
rank among the top forelgn users at
SIAC, while Indian arbitrators are fre-
quently listed among the most
appolnted nationalitles With both users
and service providers originating from
India, the country s well-positioned to
establish its own IADRC. India % com-
etitive edge in di !

faster, with a growth rate
of 130, ﬁany countries are promaoting
ADR mechanisms and establishing
TADRCs o meet this rlsing demand.
The Indian government is position-
GIFTClty asa hub of innovation and
Ingenuity. Its strategic location at the
crossroads of global trade, coupled with
alarge pool of skilled professionals and
aprogressive legal framework, makes it
anideal venue for hosting an JADRC. The

ADR enables par-
tl.en mcnllabm'ate for mutually benefi-
clal putcomes, emphasising the im
tance of party autenomy. This flex| Ilty
allows disputants complete freedom to
select the gnwzrnlng]aw the ADH seat,

As the centre develops, an interna-
tional court with international judges
could oversee all ADRs seated in GIFT
L‘ity.ngpeau may initially be directed
to the Supreme Court,with plans fora
transnational court of appeal to
enhance the centre's credibility in

and the professl I the
process, Both Indian and fomlgnpaﬂleg
should have the ability te designate
GIFT City as the ADR seat, with the
optlon to choose elther forelgn or Indian
gnw.vmlng Iaw (herehy enh.mclng their

7043 ¢! F 3
GIFT City has the potential to rede-
fine India’s role in the global ADR land-
scape by establishing a competitive
TADRC, With a commitment to Inno-
watlon and quality, it could become the
d choice for busi seek-

F¥23 Budget accordingly |
establishing an International arbitra-
tion centre in GIFT City,

ing efficient and effective dispute res-

Case B " Effective case
e d Lined | olution solutl
are critieal f Ivingdisg Julck
blished IADRCs and in t-effective manner, making

Italeg-up, , balstered by its favoutable

in Slngapﬁm, London, Hong Kong, and

the centee atteactive to businesses, The

Today, what s cost-
ing Indla heavily In outbound ADR
expenses could evolve into a thriving
global industry,

Saving money on USD imports

JAMAL MECKLAI

CED, Mecklai Financial
www.meckiai.com

While the overall trend in premiums is up, they could
well stay at current levels for some time yet; this is
important for importers planning risk management

WITH THE FED raising rates since April
2022, the forward premiums fell
sharply, and since April 202 3, had fallen

interest rates decline the premiums fall,
The road ahead is, unsurpeisingly,
locking more uncertain again, US

and stayed below 3% per {pal.In
fact, the three-month premium bot-
tomed out at 0.98% pa in November Last
year, by which time there was growing

You don’t need to believe in Musk's visions of by Ity on Mars to see the power
ofvertical Integration at work.

Musk’s behind, but it's Europe where s peciallylookslikeathe-
aterofcruelty. Th dominated. Nite launcheswith
Its Ariane program — asymbol of industrial in toAirbus SE — haslostits lead

" andh had torel I blastoffs inrecent
years, M vhile,establishment fii Eutelsat C: ‘Aand
SES SAhaveb ik fadl
businesses like beaming TV channels into hames in the ageof Nesflix Inc.

This is far e serious than your average Nnkla Oyj v

Jnnln'llw i
I ricanswillr he Coivor St
Tink terminals have proven critical on the battlefield in
Ukraine but al ik hether Musk Is doing
encugh to crack down on thebr illiclt use by Russian forces,
Musk has also appeared to use Starlink as leverage, such as
when the service told Erazl] |t wouldn' t comply with a
tohlock ! 1
x.{it latercomplied, For the European Union to mpt depen-
dence on SpaceX In a $630 billion global space economy,
where China is also resurgent, ls a risk: It assumes Muskwill
always "come in peace” despite his four-letter invectives
deb

hat the Fed was getting ready
to cut rates, Premiums inched up, aver-
aging 135 — stillvery low historically
~ over the next elght months, and then
finally jumped higher last month when
the Fed cut its funds rate by a sharp 50
basis points, and indicated that there
may well be two more cuts this year.

On the other side, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) held rates steady over the
perlod, even as there was an increasing
chorus, particularly from the outside
members of the Monetary Pollcy Com-
mittee (MPC), calling for easing, There
was also considerable talk on whether
food Inflation should be moved out of
the REI's focus basket since food prices
were more supply-driven. However, no
such foolishness prevalled as the

against EL reg ol Donald Trumy
Hrussels asalways, h i h butthere

are so many kssues it's hard to know where to start, The Mario Draghi report on

European competiti lnprnpnsaLs,' ing space

startups i lexity In the EU's frag fspace,
What's mlnms, in my view, s something sdmp]er A moonshot vision that

would enlist investors and o deliver what Europe has

traditionally done well, which Is taxpayer- -funded public service at low cost. Why
not alm to compete with Musk by delivering an internet connection from any-
where at an affordable price — §50 per manth or less versus Starlink's 5100 per
month, Enr example?The larget market of areas underserved or unserved by other
latabout 5 milllen households in Europe. But it could
global and compete with Starlink, whose revenue is estimated to have gone to
gl;t 6 billion from zero In four years,
The advantage would be clarity on the why and the how nf getting back into
tMspueraoe atatmw when\mtu 0counts,

k-of-th: Ist Francesco Nlcnll,a visiting fellowat
the I!ruege] ranlr suggest that apy 512 billion (less than 0, 1% of
EUg db ded years toget to this“Euro-
pmnﬂtarlink."Halfdtl\a( 1 g d e h h ld
gotodeveloping i 1lftes Th ld nodoubt be pushback from
many g butthela \lnmﬂ | da hermissed opy drl

ven by sceptical incumbents.

As always with space, the rlsks are hl,gh 'hut soBTe tM d.mgers nf-itayms on
the launchpad. If Musk's rivals can'tsell th dl
space pace, expect more silent screams.

RElfg needed to manage
pficesamreulm]y, particularly given
the ongoing slate of state electlons, In
any event, growth was not
doing too badly.

Forward premiums are largely driven
by the difference between US and
domesticinterest rates, sowhen US rates
fall the premiums go up and if Indian

figures for Sey
-ihrvwed a huge jump, which, together
with the threat of further escalation of
the horrors inWest Asla, suggest that the
inflation risk has not gone away; thus,
the Fad may have ta be mare contained
inits ea.dng.DnmeﬁtI.cally,mn,the QeJ)

5,49%) much highert dand
was at the highest level in nine months,
Again,and particulartywith a new setof
outside members of the MPC om board,
this suggests more status que in India.
Thus, while the overall trend in the
premiums Is up, they could well stay at
current levels [1.9% for three months)
for some time yet. This Is obviously
important for importers who are plan-

B30 s Model rate e Day 1 fwd

ning their rlsk management.

Over the past 18 months, many
importers took comfort from the low
cost and simply hedged their exposures
forward to eliminate risk. As it turned
out,and even though the rupee fell by
Maﬂy ln% over the perlod g(aylng

d abetter
result — and average cost of 82.91 ver-
sus the average day 1 forward of 3,24,

Of course, staying completely

flx the worst case cost and followa strict
aetof pules to capture some upside, since
there Is always some volatility in the
market, (There are also different option
atructures that could provide both risk
protection and some upside)

The chart shows the performance of
one of our clients whe followed a modi-
fled version of our hedge progeamme
(MHP), which was designed to perform
best in an environment where the pre-

unhedged is always inapy e —
Indeed, unprofessional —since th Ings
could fand In many cases, would) turn
much worse. The cost of hedging of
about 30 palse fior three months fequiv-
alent to 1.35% pa) on average over the
period should simply be considered the
cost of insurance,

Another alternative Is to use a struc-
tured approach which setsa risk limitto

Apil 2023 1o September 2024

THE EDITOR

Diplomatic dilemmas

In & major setback for the Indian
government, the LS on Thursday
announced the filing of murder-far.
hire and money laundering changes
against former RAW operative Vikash
‘Yadav in connection with the alleged
plot to assassinate pro-Khalistan
extremist Gurpatwant Singh Panmun,
The indictment implicates the Indian
government directly in the attempred
murder of a dissident. Although the

The Centre's decision to allocate

indiian govermment has said it s co Astep forward
operating with the ongoing

investigation in the US, it has not

responded to the specific charges spectrum for satellive
against Yadav yet, It is a big challenge mmmunlcatlom (satcom)
for th ! hve the istrati

issue ag, otherwise, it can lead to
anaother big diplomatic row after the
serious and similar kind of dispute
going anwith Canada aver the kiling
af Hardeep Singh Mijjar in Vancouver
last year.

Sanjay Chopra, Mahali
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ly, instead of through
auctions, is a pasitive step that
relieves pressure for the telecom
sector, This maove follows global
trends, recognising the unigue needs
of satcom and the regulatory flesdbilty
required to foster innovation and
competition, While telecom

l than 3% pa. The pro-
gramme performed extremely well
delivering a cost that was lower than
hedging forward on Day 1in 15 of the
18 months it was running. The average
savings were 18 palse per dollar, and,
while that may not seem like a lot, it was
more than 50% of the average premium
that prevalled overthe period, Theclient,
who had average imports of §3 million
amonth, used this programme to save
over $60 lakh a year on its import costs.

We would also like to peint out that

bow durlng this perlod and In more nor-
mal volatility whatever that i), the per-
formance would likely be even better,

Since, as explained earlier, the pre-
milums are likely to stay around 2% pa
for some time yet, and unlikely to rise
above 30 for several months — per-
haps more than a year — ltwould make
sense to change your hedge approach
o this model.

operators are concerned about
potential disruptions, satcom and
rerrestrial networks have
complementary strengths, Satcom
can provide backhaul in areas where
fibre is impractical, while telecom
operators can enhance last-mile
connectivity, The Centre must ensure
fair pricing of the spectrum and have &
transparent allocation process.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
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The real ‘scope’ of
emissions protocol

it

PS KUMAR

tls now accepted by the sclentific
community that dlimate change
Is caused by a rise in global
temperatures, in tum caused by
Greenhouse gases (GHG)
el jons resulting from anthropogenic
activities such as burning fossil fucls,
releasing of gases in industrial
wmc-ws amongothers,

Green truths

Cireenweashing guidelines good, but conld be sharper

aking cues from their global counterparts,
well-heeled Indian consumers are seeking
out products and services that cause less wedlsc stalnabllity and
environmental harm and are willing to pay more for F.h , ml 18 COP (Committee of
it. Businesses are not averse to capitalising on this fad Parcles) mectings go, the Puris meetlng
" of 2015, COP21isalandmark mecting
by labelling their perfectly ordinary wares as where 196 nations came 1o grips with
‘organic’, ‘natural’, ‘eco-friendly’, ‘green’ or the subject and lakd targets for bringing
‘sustainable’ to extract a higher price.

s the

cown the global tem peratures, It was
recognised that unless climate change
was controlled, it would lead to frequent
and severe droughts, heatwaves, heavy
unseasonal rainfall ete.

(|l”|LLI|l
In February 2024, after finding thata implement
majority of advertisements with green
claims were vague or misleading, ASCI
(Advertis andards Council of India)
came up with guidelines on the do's and

THE THREE 8COPES
First conceptualised by the GHG

don'ts for them. Now the Central Consumer
Pratection Authority (CCPA), a statutory

body under the Ministry of Con
Affairs, has sharpened the guide
them greater legal heft, The
expressly prohibit product seller
provider
and their endor rom the pract
‘green hing', The defi mofl
greenwashing is sweeping, Itis defined as
any deceptive practise that e

A guidelines

s or hides relevant

information or attrib U

misleading im too fall under it
The CCPA impos eral obl

terms such

Protocol (accounting and reporting
standards for businesses an
governiments) to find aw
for emissions of gas tudy has now
been universally accepted wh
pnrlmgm:‘vuﬂ1|nah|||lvandI iand
the categorisation of emistons into
three Scopes,
Scope 1 emissions occur from sources
that are owned or controlled by an
entity, Scope 2 emissions are from the
generation of purchased electricity and
encrgy consumed and Scope 3 emissions
are aconsequence of the activitles of an
entity and oecur during the operations
of the value chain partners includin
vendors manufacturing inputs for lﬁu
enti
Within Scope 3, GHG Protocol has
dentified elght upstream activites and
seven downstream activities, One

oL

report issued by the Task Foree for
Clhimate-related Financial Disclosuires
(TCFD). They are:

(1) Discussion Paper on Climate Kisk
and Sustainable Finance; daved July 27,
2022 and

(&) Draft Disclosure Framework on
Climate-related Financial Risks, 2024
dated February 28, 2024,

The fundamental premise is that
climate changes will cause severe
disruption to businesses and dam.
the assets of borrower-enterprises and
will affect their ability to fulfil their
commitments tothe lenders, leading the
lenders themselves toabsorb those

those making green claims, On
as green, eco-friendly, organic, natural,
| hould not
ping manner without
dence. They should be

accompanied by qualifiers if any, with
independent studies or third-party
certification ina QR code or URL which can
be accessed by the consumer, Thi
requirement can weed out spuri
moot if there are
certify all types of
green elaims and whether consumers are
aware of them. Two, anyone making a green
claim (such as eco-friendly or non-toxic for
instance) should specify whether itapplies
to the whole product, its manufactunng
ing or its use and disposal,
This will prevent vendors from making
ic changes to slap on a‘green’ label. A
bubble-wrapped product ina cardboard box
cannot be labelled bio-degradable, Three,
claims such as bio-degradable, recyelable,
and so on need to be supported by scientific
evidence or third-party verification. Sellers
cannot eherry-pick from research studies to
support such claims, They need to disclose
the entire study.

Most of these provisions seem to be
d from the European Union's
recnwashing regulations, after
leaving out its more stringent aspects such as
revealing the product lifecyele, However, the

deri
Anti

showld refer to the G

Standard” for understanding the
Of late, onve downstream act
listed in Scope 3vi

referred to as financed emissions’ has

been galning significant int
Investments arc also an en
which can cause emissions. By an
extel
ot

crest.

this category.

'FINANCED EMISSIONS
Reserve Bank of Tndia las been

encouraging ‘Regulated Entities (REs) .
" ! FCs put in place
coming under s purview toaddress
these issues lately and to disclose the
financial implications of risks faced by
REz. Among RBI's publications, there

are two that must be taken mote of,
These docunsents draw heavily from the

Agenda for the ne

including commencial banks, N

Protocol
publication ‘Corporate Valuwe Chain
(Seope 3y Accounting and Reporting

Psactivity  ete.

i, boans given by banks and
entities such as NEFCs being
funnelled into investments come under

losses ultimarely,

PHYSIGAL RISKS
Asarticulated by RBI, climate change
can impact the financial sector through
two broad channels — physical risks and
transition risks. Physical risks suchas
floods, eatwaves, landslides wildfires
Jcan impact expected cash flows of
REs from exposure to these physical
risks, and also can cause damage to the
assets held as security against loans thus
impairing the ability of the borrowers to
service the loans,

‘There is also the possibility of damage

Banks, NBFCs need to

climate-related risk
management policies, RBI
has released two important
discussion papers

toown assets of the REs.

TRANSITION RISKS
The transition risks are those that ane
caused by abreak in au,ml\ hainsasa
result of prohibition of certain materials
in manufacture, There have been some
linstances in the past when materials
such as asbestos and certaln refr gerant
gases were banned requiring shift to
ather materials,

Newer technologies conforming to
lons norms may require time to
affecting businesses and may
require fresh investments which may be
beyond the ability of the entities already
indebted o the banks and NiF Even
customers may request REs vo direct
thedr deposits and investments into
more climate-friendly poli

As the Rl notes, on account of the
fincreased threat of climate change and
theassociated effects on entities, ltis
imperative for the REs to implement
climate-related financial risk
management policies .

Accordingly, REIhas now proposed
disclosures required ata minimum
detailed in Annex 1 to the Draft
Disclosure. Initially, the guidelines

1 W eabde i Sohad

1

r [
i:u::mmml Banksand pand Upper
layer NBFCs from the financial year
2025-26 onwards in matters of
Governance, Strategy and Risk
Management and from 2026-27 for
Metrics and Targets.

Admittedly, Scope 3 disclosures are
the most difficult to comply with sinee
the information is not with the entities
concerned and it is not always easy to

The Valley is on the threshold of a transformation in its polity and economy

—
Wivek Bharadwaj

The first elected government since 2018

has assumed office in Jammu and

dependent on efficient linkages to the

markets, The apple growers of Kashmir

have seen the price of their produce

f: ting affected due totransport
tlencck on the Jammu-Srinagar

highwary. The administration makes

CCPA%s guidelines are still rather broad in
scope, raising questions about their
enforeeability. The guidelines do not specify
any route for consumers to raise complaints,
They don't lay down penalties for violations,
Indiais yet to implement waste segregation
even in the major metros and lacks a formal
reverse supply chain to recyele products, A
basic ecosystem, literally speaking, needs to
bein place.

OTHER VOICES,

Kashmir under the leadership of Omar
Abdullah. While governance has vastly
roved inthe last few years with

schools functioning smoothly, roads
hing remote comers of the region
and thousands of languishing projects
being completed, the Union Territory
continues to face several challenges.
With large scale unemployment and a
clamour for government jobs on the one
hand, the fiscal situation continues to be
fragile and requires urgent attention.

the developmental trajectory of J&K this
vear, The radlway link between the valley
and the rest of the country will become
operational in the next few monthe,

The impact of this event has not been
fully appreciated by our policymakers.

special arrangements to ensune smooth
movements of tracks o the Azadpur
Mandi in Delli but landslides and other
hazards sometimes lead to trucks being
stisck for days together,

While the reglon has been sceling
record iflix of tourists in the last few
years, this is expected to rise
ally with cheap travel options
belngavallable, It needs to be kept in
mind that railway conmectivity
sometimes has unintended
consequences, The extension of the
railway line to: Katra resulted in decline
i business for Jammvu and the
mushrooming of budget hotels at Katra,

There is, therefore, a need o fully
comprehend the impact of linking the
Kashmir Valley to the rest of India and

TheObserver

Joe Biden must use this moment to press for peace
Contrasting reactions to the chance killing by liraeh soldsers of
top beader, Yahya Sinwar, offer a ¢ , dead-end
politics of the Middle East. Sinwar, reputed masterming of the 7 October
2023 massacre of about 1,200 lsraelis, has paid a fitting price for hes
erimes. it would have been preferable had he faced trial. The same holds
true of Ismail Hankyeh, Hamas's political chied, assassinated by lsrael in
Tehean in July. Vet both these mven lved by the sword. They kivew the
score. The killing is being widely described as a watershed moment that
could presage an end to the multi-fronted war that erupted after 7
Octaber. It is biened portance to the US assassination of Csama bin
Laden, who plotted the 9711 attacks - and was similarly celebrated in
Israed and western capitals (st week, Yot such sweeping assessments may
B PrEmstune., s,

ER AR

THE YOMIURE SHIMBUN

Outlook for Renewed Growth Must Be Presented
The Japanese econamy is at a oritical juncture, haning emerged from a long
period af stagnation and mow heading toward renewed growth, Rather than
competing with each other through proposals for budigetary handauts,
political parties should debate speciic measures to boost growth. Economic
measures should be focused on how to deal with prices and enure that
larger wage increases talie root. Political parties have set immediate measures
h prices as the main pllar of their campaign pledpes for the

g House of Representatives election. The Liberal Demacratic Party
has plediged 1o previde eash benehts to low-income biuseholds

MK is the country’s largest apple

Kndumr with the total value of outpat
Imaost twice
tourism sector,

Th

cing 10,000 cros
as much as the regior
The valley also produces other

horticulture products like cherries,

peaches, pears and oranges,

The price of frech frult iscritically

also take effective steps to utilise the
benefits which will acerue from it.

©m March 7, the Prime Minister ina
public meeting in Srinagar spoke about
the Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) Bank.

The J&K Bank had beenon the edge of
bankruptey a few years back, Loans had
been extended to prominent business

ﬂDRTItH L‘l‘lll'l E. (_wmul ing
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families in the valley without due
diligence. NPAs were in double digit.
There were also allegations of terror
funding and the bank was about to
collapse, The total business of the Bank
thad got limited vo about 11.25 lakh crore
withdeposits of abou 80,000 crore.
The share price was at an all-time low of
Tz

JEK BANK TURNAROUND

The last few years have seen a dramatic
turnaround. The recent Business Today
Bank Survey ranked J&K Bank sixth
among the mid sized ba Profits have
. NPAs have more
n halved to about 5 per cent and the

cabculate the emissions. For its part,
following the Monctary Policy
Committee’s meeting on October 9,
2024, RBI is now proposing to form a
Climate Kisk Information System which
will serve as a databank/so
tolocal climate scenarios, clim
forecasts and emissions to help RE:s

PCAF Is an industry-led inltative
started in the Netherlands in 2005 by
some ading Dutch financial
ns (Fls). Of late, PCAF has
ng significant attention for
being considered an acceptable guidance
for caleulation of emizsions in the
financial sector,

As lnstates in s acknowledgements,
PCAF enables the Fls worldwi
consistenthy measure the GHG
emissions caused by thieir financial
activities, Per PCAF (2022), The Clobal
GHG Accounting and Reporting
Standard Part A: Financed Emissbons,
Second Edition', detailed
methodological guidance has been
]:rm'ldn:l for the following asset classes:

{1) Listed equity and corporate
humls () Business loans mnl unlisted
equity, (3) Project finance,
Commercial real mnll‘.[‘] - umuu(‘!.
(63 Motor vehicle loans., and (7)
Sovereign debt.

O the seven categories, except for the
soverelgn debt; the methodolo
adopted has bee w\'i(‘n\'danf\

a proved by GHG Protocol. It is learnt
that commerelal banks in India have

already started engaging with large

baorrawers on the above lines,

Tha wriber b 3 Chartered Accountant

w government in J&K

share price has climbed to about T140,

The Bank is unique as it is the only one
owned by a State/Unbon Territory (UT)
government.

With a new elected government
taking office, the contours of the
relationship between Delli and Srinagar
would need to be reset. While
Constitutional and legislative structures
provide aframework, the working of
political processes is moulded by the
men and women who steer them,

Broadly speaking UTs are of two
kinds, one with Legislature like
Puiduicherry and the other without, like
Chandigarh and Lakshadweep, There s
also the unbque case of National Capital
Territoryof Delhi, Keeping in mind the
needs of o sensitive territory like MK,
the Union government may need to
balance reghonal aspirations with
national interests, This may include o
stronger and more wide reaching role of
the Lt. Governor,

The abrogation of the Article 370 has
undoubtedly lod to a welcome period of
peace. It is now time for the new
government to lay a firm foundation to
prevent a return to the dark days of
terrorism in Kashmir,

ij

Wit riter it Socretary, Panc hanati Ry, Views are
perssnal
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Telecom Minister Jyotiraditys
Seindia me

Spectrum showdown
Inwhat's shaping up to be a cosmic
clash, Ekon Musk has publcly thanked
Telecom Minkster Jyotiradtya

e e alls from
Inclizen moguls Mukesh Ambani and
Sunil Bhart) Mittal to auction satellte

e aver the allocation of

alrwarves for satelite services ke

Musi’s Starfink, is heating up as
Amband's Reliance Jio and Mittals
Bharei Airnel bat for suctions, while
Musk pushes for administrative
allacation — commanin global
markets

Mhus’s appreciation came soon after
Seindia clarihed that India's
approach aligns with global normes by
avaiding auctions. With ot
stake in India's booming digital
economy, the friction between
Starlink and local tebecom glants b
bound to raise eyebrows. Willthis
tussleend up inthe courts?

Glittering gol

With the gold prices touching the sky
Fugh, jewedlers are deploying various
means bo attract buyers.

e of the jewellers recently put up o
free pandpuri stall inside his

Showr oo 10 woo buyers. Now that
diseounts ane a ghven in al products
vt by, whether the golgappa
candeler that sales magic remaing
1o bt sen

Fraablies or bribes?

In a development that could have
far-reac
electoral landscape, the Supreme
Court has nsued anotice tathe
Centre and the Election Commissson
of india on a phea seeking to classity
election freebies as bribes. The

petition, which questions the legality
of doling out frebées in the name of
welfare, coubd open a new chapter in
thve debate on vite-bank poltics and
ical responilbility,

plications for india's

For years, political parties have

e ® ything from
free laptops to subsidized electricity.
Bt with the spex court depping
the ling between < weltane and
whectonal bribery maght soon blur

s s workd, the

@ also worth watching
Stace budget \Jlrc.\lﬁ. burdened by
freebies coubd be redirected toward
e, growah-driven

Initiathves. Onthe fip side, any
sudden clampdern on freebse
cultuire could have a political impact
I the short term.

s we vt for the legal dust 1o setthe,

playbook might be due f
mewrite, And for the hirit Lime, we
B just see politics driven by fiscal
prudence
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The Mt department wi
receving end.on giving Red Alert
{heavy ranfall) 1o Chennal when the
Sun was out. AL department
official put up  brave front tathe
mediaon Wednewday alternoon

o convince them that since
the ‘systent {cychone) wa sl in the
sea, the Red Alert had to be there
Hirwesanr, the alert was withdrawn by
night when it became clear that the
cyclone willnot have any impact on
Chenn
n 2023, when the city was marconed
by ursprecedented rain, the Met
department was under fire for not
g the Ried Alart o tims.
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Welcome directive to force
ED officers to follow rules

he circular of the Enforcement Directorate (ED) to bits officials and

investigating officers (10s) to record statements of individuals sum-

moned under Section 50 of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act

(PMLA), 2002, during office hours and not k them waiting for
hours at thelr offices seeks to right a wrong the ageney
in for quite some thme.

1) was foreed to in pate such a gubdeline on the orders of lhe
HRombay high court which took objection to the agency making a 64-year-ald
wait past midnight for taking his staternent, The court inveked Article 21 of
the Conatitution, which guarantees right to life, and said recording nl’mte
ment at unearthly hours “definitely results in deprivation of a person's
abeep, basic human dght of an individual". The court cannot countenance
ﬂu.ch a practice, it told the Central agency,

‘)el the new cireular, the authorised officer or investigating officer
nhal be well prepared with copies of documents to be confronted as well as
@ questionnaire to examine the person summaened at the appointed date and
tme". The officer shall examine the summoned person o the appointed
rime and date without keeping him waiting for hours and “shall endeavour
to conclude the examination of the person sum-
e md:tlml%\h My o the same day or
thi following day™, 'This would help the investi-
gatlon, o, the clreular said.  Examination of
senlor citizens, persons with serious medical
conditions, sick or infirm should be restricted to
earthly hours and that it would be “appropriate
walting 1o adjourn the examination w next date or any
other mutua]!y agreed date as a matter of
practice”
endeavour to Thi laglslstlw intent of the PMLA was to be
part of & global endeavour by the turn of the cen-
examination (ury to tackle the deug trade which has been one
expeditiously’ of the biggest threat human civilisation faces,
¥ Several I';;:Dlﬂall measures envisaged in the
law, which went contrary to principles that govern jurisprudence in demo-
eratle countries, got leglslative sanction because of the cause the law
espoused. That the law shifted the burden of proof to the sccused and made
hatl almost imposaible was proof that I’aﬂlament wanted it to be g speclal
law to fight a crime that is otherwise tough to tackle
However, it has become a favourite ool nfthe rulin dupe'matmn espe-
cially after the MDA came to power in 2004, o chase and hunt down palitical
opponents, The law is invoked even in cases where palitieal leaders are
accused of cnrmgllnn. Such was the misuse of the law that there are
instances where the ED would proceed with arvest and remand even before
|hea§incy that investigates the predicate offence would not have started its
sed persons were arvested in the dead of night and dragged to
Eourts; persons were made to wait in ED officers for hours on end, only to be
tobd to come the following day. People were thrown belind bars for months
and years with no shred of proof all due w the special provisions of the law,
The Bombay high court oeder and subseguent clreular of the ED
ahould work as reminders for the a) and its political handlers that the
Law 15 & tool to make offenders pay for thelr acts, but not punish them with
the process,

5 been indulging

WB govt, docs must find solution

West Junbar Doctors' Front he]dn)mfm protest march Saturday o

press on with their demand for justice for the m of rape amd murder at

the R.G. Kar Medical Dol'le@ and Hoapital in Kolkata, Thelr hunger strike

g been on for over a foemight despice the health of some of the participants baing

threatened by thelr fasting.

‘The iasue of seeking justhos for the victin may be justified, but the issue has lin-

%e\ed 1t 84 thoe both parties, the West Bengal chief minister Mamata Ban, anid

doctors, came off thelr high horses started working sincevely townards find-
"‘f A solution for the ssue of safety of doctors.

plan for ensuring the safety of youn

medicos warking kmg Twours
the 5

conerete g
st be workesd out eme Court itself has ordeved this A ulslbe

J&K: The importance of

THE. REPORT |

EHOURED ARE FULL
OF FooD GRAING

being Farooq Abdullah

A.S. Dulat

Abdullah,
en referred o
as  happy  go-

the politbcian's
The writing ha
the wall ever since L'Im:k:r

iy Paople's
Alllance  for  Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) — a
mastersiroke  —  with
other political parties of
Jammu and Kaihmn in
3030 n the aft h of

UOF course”. But nobody
gﬂmlﬂ .:l;nch E‘T}mq T 1y
it suck egEs.
Sadly, Delhi never saw
the writing on the wall
and s in the pasL F:
was wasted again, |
of doing business divectly
with him, for which he
was more than willing,
De]hl put up proxies, akas
friends, pygmibes whae
f’aded inte insignificance
before the big A, In the
recent palls, all

Shafi Urd), 1 enguived
which way the Jamaat
waild go in an Ammh]]y
elaction, Shafi 8

the Jamaat, which was
cloge to Mufti Mohamumad
Sayeed, woukd always vote
for the FOP. When | ashed,
W’hz not r.he Natiomal

Far

the abrogation of Article
470, Mﬂy friend Sajjacd
uring a visit to
I.hl soon  afterwards,
and while he was still a
mernber of PAGL, told me
Docter Sahab in his new
Avatar Was a man pos-
sessed, determined 1o
vesbore not just Kashmir's
statehead but its dignicy,
CHF and on, when | asked
hm: how he would man-
“accommodation”,
I’.‘Ioclm Sahab's response

for working out the details would be 8 normal atmosphers bo prevail was: “Togetherness, not
tals and an the medical practitioners who can then sit with the ad '\n accomodat s the
wh1hndrnn s &5 drawn wp for doctors” " Alao B nesl o

m'pmgma detail Tike the sacking of the West “};al health secretary should unite or perish”,
e a very small thorm in the Long road e safety, not only in thar state but i hospl- In due course, the
tals and cllnlca around the country, Practising medica] professionals may come Kashmiri lemdership,
under presaare from sexual predators as well as kin of patients who become vio- from Mehbooba Mufti to
lent in lheu.uufm'nmale Bvent Mdenﬂu.nrpetlenm which may have had nothing to Moharmmed Youauf
dowith the quality of medical care being given, Tarigami w  Muzaffar
mermei'miniiner af West ami hey acm indstration may have been wrong Shah and others, began to
ing o cover up the hoeeific incident that ook place on :henlghtqu;unﬂ vealise the heights to
which Doctor Sal has

lnm the lifie o a young intern. But sinee the ordering of a CRLnguiry on tep eourt
i,

intervention, the fixing of guilt may have oomplete
There may have been too much bad faith in the talks thus far, The tme to move
ai and fir WY 10 mw\em lhem?rwu of aets against medical peofessionals

s well as the palitiekans stop this
hattle of egos and wm‘qu;etherm solutians,

Mot anly the career of young dectora and medicos 18 imperilled by such delays in
acting on seriows isswes but also the bealth of people who need medieal carve in
hoapitals,
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celebeations in lrael at the elimination

scared;, even those who
disliked him  acknowl-

he was the tallest
leader in Kashmir, [ recall
talking w young [tija
Mufti, one of the brightest
stars on Kashmir's polit-
cal firmament, a couple of
times before the Assembly
elections, and she said

Sahab was “nicest
leader in Kashmir”, Her
mather, Mehboobs, told
me mave than ance that
Doctor Sahab was their

e

When [ met D Faroog
Abdullah on his bivthday
on February 12, 2020, he
was still under detention
in Srinagar, We avelded
talking politics, Except
that 1 he think
and Iook ahead, and his
responss, ad always, was!

hul Q.s,]ad Lo were

'The cl'edlt for the
MNational Conference suc-
ceas in the Assembly and
even the Lok Sabha ebec-
thons to Faroog
Abdulkah. Nobody has the
political inatinct or the

nation to choreo-

a an election in

mifr better than him,
During the parliamentary

lmlmd at Shafi and m

I Jamimu,

Given his openness, peo-
ple aften &wgepet F‘ampénn
Intensity i polities,
: ing at the launch of

& book Covert at Delhi's
T during the Parliament
electbons In May 2024,
Doctor  Sahab  sabd
“Kashmir has been a foat-
ball between India and
Pakistan. The tragedy is
whenever anrmse speaks
for peace, he 15 dubbed in
Pakistan as an “Indian
agent” and 8 “Pakistani
agent” in India” he told
an enthralled audience, /1
am going to stand by what
I saidl and what 1 stand
for,.. 1 am part of this
natlon, and 1 will remain
part of this nation, But |
will not vemain part of a
divided nation  where
Hindus and Muslims arve

divided. T will fight it to
"Rarso® Shafl had no  the last breath that | have,
answer, but | think Dector — How does it matter what
Sahab understood what 1 relighon you hold? Let's be

was  irying  to  say.
Interestingly, despite
doubters, Doctor Sal
was always emphatic thar
the Assembly elections
must e held, and would
be held, in September
A,
As  voting  in  the
hiv el b

election, L&e i d this
instinet by putting up a
Shin and a Gujjar

with Omar Abdullah as
the three candidates from
the Valley, hnpma‘ all
three would win, When
Omar lost, it was & setback
te bath father and son, but
added to thelr determina-
tion net to fail in the

Assembly elections,
Amazingly, this time not
omly the Shias and Gujjars

but even the Jamaate-
lalami appeared to have
ried the National
rence Ln ks pesound-
ing victory, Certainly,
Omar's termination
and hard work finally baid
m nent l]n ghost of north
Engineer
Ilu.hld o'ut of fail, ]
away from the Kashmiri
i,
Always a natbonalist and
secular leader, D Faroog
Abdullah has also been
able to tweak his imagina-
thon to old times when the
Mational Conference was

and use it to the
benedir. Immca]]y.P:.P‘m
years agn, sirting with him
nnd Shafi Sahab (senior

leader, Mohammad

mmnmlnﬂimjwmﬂmynﬂmm

and the Congress cam-
palgn appeared to be
&n‘“"‘““ﬂgk’ém’%’&‘ﬁ"
g n 1
r Doctor Saub - the

hape ofnn NC-BIP ﬂ&up
Unfortunately for the BIP,
the mandate was so
emphatic that any suwch
the-up  even future
would require time; the
Bl needs o realise how
and why they di it
o Faroog and w four
years. Faroog's 'Ilucn ia
of both the hea gn

heart, If he Jnm.ed lhe
INDIA bloc, it was because
the B 1?13}&1: wlallllldm

ion an oW

‘\:"):th Rahul Gandhi ':ﬁ
Delhi for the Bhavat Jodo
Yatra, his heart toak him
towards the Congress,
This u'IlImareEy rBulhed
i the -Longress
alliance in JEK  The
Mational Conference now

human beings, Let's stand
for understanding each
other.”

That sums up bath the
miansm:llm litician,

dence of the verdict, ar
Doctor Sghab's own inner
feeling, the wansition of
power between father and
son has been |nm9dlb1y
amonth, This should put to
rest all storles about dif
rences betwesn the twa,
Doctor Sahals has, howey-
er, warned Omar, who
was sworn in as chief min-
Laber Jammu - and
Kashmir last week, that
hie 18 inheriting a crown of
thorns, This s mmerhlnﬁ
which Omar  Abdullal
needs to bear in mind as
Doctor Sahab steps back,
The redoubtable Yusuf
Tarigami, MLA m'e times
out of five, has said this
mmmhly verdict) is a
vl for Kashmir, It is
indeed, but it is also a
huge victory for Omar
Abdullah  and Uncmr
Sahab, the sultan of
ties, Doctor Sahab stil h.as
a huge role to play in
national palitics. There is
no Mushm leader even

LETTERS

KHALISTAN BOGEY

Political a
as those
Mossad, are o
of much del
cHt ctiven

inations, such

@ on their
. Many believe
inations are nec-

roy ideologies? What
cently transpired with
the killing of Yahya Sinwar
prompts another question
Doas the death of a leader
really destroy a movement?
The appreciation of India for
such tactics also raises a
stion as to whether it
belie is facing the sepa-
ratist movement of Khalistan
from across the border Will
these actions continue to
sow more viclence instead
of bringing understanding
and resolution? Th are
questions that deserve much
more thought.
Anshu Bharti
Begusarai, Bihar

LEGAL HUMANISM

THE ISSUE of Hanglades hi immigranss and
cltizemship in Assam has bong been & con-
tentious matter. The influx of migrans
from Hangladesh, particalarly after 1871,
hag altered the demographic halanm in
Assam, raisir cmnms about the preser
vation af its anid culrure 'Ihe
{‘.nurtve:em iy v the validity
of Sertion A of the Corstitution, which pro-
\Idasahgal [rammkhrde!emmmgﬂ\e

cltizemship of those migrated befire
Mm:h :u 1871, Wlule |he Inidian povers-

ment alms o address this through the
Matlonal Hegister of Citlmers, identifying
1llegal I.mm |s rensains a challengs, a8
many per docamentation,
Ba]mu:l.ng ]egal enlhmmem with Tuamsan
tarian coneerns is eritical,

jeet Kumar

azarihagh

CHAOS AT TELLER'S

BANK UNIONS i Mahasashira plan to
slrlhe on Movermber 16, elting unsafe

irk ing tloms caused e Ladki
Bahm Yojana scheme, Incidents of
harassment and asaault by achemse bene-
fictaries and local paliticians lave creat-
el a fearful atmosphere among bank
employees, Unions are demanding better

Sinwar, the Hamas leader who  was that a 800-strong Indian battalion with its own
Q o of m'?:fm : mlﬂn‘::fll: Il;;n' i gﬁllﬂl hanrlqm upawmad e I;JNI“L in th
Por=" T wapne [ap 5 was in Nagours, 3
Saeed Naqvi path mean victory foe lsrael? A hundved km area the force commanded between the
ot 80 hoatages are st Hamas' Bllaa ine, & sart of border between lsrael and
recruitment drive is in full swing for ‘ﬂnhngwm" Lebanon, Gen. Tiwari's

. . real nead is oot
Sinwar's death is Fm s fee ot s e

temporary relief

for Israelis, will ik e e i Yoo bt
trigger resistance poikimmmmmimsemsi

residence was In Haifa,
lsrael's thivdlargest city, He commuted daily
'hetwnenN.mpuraal\d ifa,

Even u%l the headqua was in south
Lebanon, the tm'nnw'danhm in Haifa may
Tave given the laraelia 8 sense of contral. The situa-
thom today i different, Until vecently, the foves com-
mandnrmlrlﬂh anaﬂnnu'll of the genacide

‘I‘immunpum ‘that the entive UNIFIL avea is
Shin is wrong. %lhmwhnfltinMnldpwlw
Hu‘ho]lnh thyere are soveral

has a majority of its own,  half his size. Who knows,  security additonal manpower,
but itwould be ahugemis-  he might yet end up in There is otter chaos in banks while
take for it to dgnoce the  Hashirapati Bhavan, Implementing the schesme.
Congress, which ia the Sawuhyhhnrum:m
only huMaJ’h, LELI , A8, Dulat fs a former Mumbai
agatnst whe | BIPdn - dead af the Research and —— a500 for the best letter of the
Jamunu, The Congress, of Analysis Wing, India's
course, needs to pull its exiems”u’nill‘ nee week goes to Gopalaswamy J,
socks wp and  figuee  ageney, and the auihor of 19). Email:
ot what went wrong Tfourr books aslus,ne.lel‘heﬁ@amallm
Gen, Tiwari had a plausible manner with lsraelis um poaled in thelr skills with the most infiu-
B P ) gt o ey b s
case to meet Hezballah supreens Hassan . af the Lebanese Parlinment. He yedalewnleln
The interview didn't take place but Gen. Tiwari did for the release of the
Wha b apened m’ mlm mmmﬁm wml‘:“&lh h
me fry", 13 Wil & -l e s I uwmpmueln Eal ressban
ence which began at a nondeseript apartment ternally from within Lebanon andaﬁe uam
ke at Dahbeh, much in the news recently. A on Palestinian positions in Lebanon,
smart young man with & teinimed beard lod me into Gaamdth"-\l'aﬂ allnmunpm-mrhe
yet another car, He apologised that our came- g:ma haﬁm 'his assassination
T DRAM WS 100 ipany me. | bylhaU'S e rt, Irankan eom-

#‘%@“M%ﬂ“‘i‘mm

v an

: beard, & brawn gown and & white tarban
nppwmm]lwummanrallahhlu

Tebran was anly one of the mmnn far llrul.i
defence minister Ariel Sharon to march into

wouldn't boast of its arvack. It was a Christian  Lebanaon in 1962 which, in twm, spurved Hezbollah's
‘I‘he il countries represented in UNIFIL  growth, This was the backdrop aplrllwhlch Syria
5i) posts scattered around. The flerce  and lran were able o work rdurh!sﬂmdra—
ﬂshlhlsli abwiously causing the IDF o lnok for  matic 17 days in 1005 when militants (no one lmew
“soft" points through which to make its ra-  whi a THWA lsmn-nmmhmmﬂnmm

tion. Today, UNIFIL can’t e wished away because. in Bainut 1‘0 negotiate the release of 3
lseael finds it lent, The sole peaker of Iran's IhHaﬂhemi
et {8 over. mnlma&w'l vicepresident Halim

nander Qasim Suleim anihad reculy created firm
linkages between various rmmtesmup& Those
linkages are still evi
Quite mnarhh]
Lebanan and

wnﬂdtﬂwakewtnanewrmury—&d

in Irag largest
Dlck mlabmwghnf‘(ammamm of
mnlnnmm Shins are the Alawis, the most pow-

Eroup in 3
A great ]matwlmndﬂmmlhsmi:r
E:Enﬁln r resparces toend lsraeld
(aza |s true-bloe Sunn
Mull.imm-rha Mualim Beotherhood, amllnn
Western media buries its head in the
The writer is a senfor,
cofnentaror

urpalist and
in New Delhi
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THE ART OF
SAYING NO

Setting boundaries allows employees to focus on
high-value tasks and protects their well-being

SAKEHI SETHI

n the modern workplace, professionals are often expected to han-

dle a variety of tasks and responsibilities, making it easy to become

overwhelmed. While many employees adopt a yes-boss men-
tality to stay in good favour or advance their careers, the ability to
sdy no can be just as important. Leaming to decline certain requests,
combined with the effective use of delegation, is the key to man-
aging time, preserving mental well-being and ensuring tasks that
are completed efficiently and effectively. Looking at today’s fast-
paced and highly competitive work environment, leaming to say
no can be one of the most valuable skills for any professional. While
the warkplace often rewards the individual with a can-do attitude
but the ability to refuse certain tasks or requests is equally essen-
tial to maintain productivity, well-being and professional integrity.
There is often an underlying fear of being seen as uncooperative,
damaging relationships with colleagues, or missing out on future
opporfunities.
The result of this is an overloaded schedule, which can lead to
decreased productivity, poor work quality and even burnout. It can
negatively impact both the individeal and the organisation, as over-
stretched employees may strupgle to meet deadlines or produce
substandard work. The ability to refuse is not just about rejecting
requests rather it's about setting boundaries that protect one's time
and energy, ensuring that the most important tasks get the atten-
tion they deserve. Saying no o unnecessary or low-priority tasks
allows professionals to focus on higher-value work, leading to bet-
ter outcomes, a stronger contribution fo the organisation and helps
prevent individuals to maintain focus on their core responsibilities.

Despite its clear benefits, saying a no is often easier said than done.
Many employees find it difficult to refuse tasks due to cultural or
organisational pressures that equate being helpful with taking on
as much work as possible. Some even faar that saying no could
label them as difficult or unwilling to be a team player, leading to
missed promofions or opportunities.
Moreover, individuals often grapple with personal barriers fo say-
ing no. Perfectionism, fear of conflict or a desire to please others
can make it hard to set boundaries resulting in employees worry=
ing that a simple refusal to additional tasks reflects their inabilities
or lack of dedication towards the job. But in reality, saying no in
the workplace brings several important benefits, both for the indi-
vidual and the organisation.
Effective delegation can offer a consfructive alternative when refus-
ing a task outright is not an option for it allows work to be distrib-
uted across a team, which can increase overall productivity, help
build confidence and foster a sense of ownership and responsibil-
ity within the team. It even helps concenirate on strategic tasks and
high-priority responsibilities that require their attention and most
importantly demonsirates trust in the abilities of individuals, which
can improve team morale and encourage & more collaborative work-
ing enviranment.
‘While learning to say no and delegating effectively are two critical
skills for success in the workplace. Saying no helps protect time
and energy for the most important tasks, while delegation allows
leaders to distribute work more effectively and empower others. By
mastering the art of saying no and delegating, professionals can
not only manage their workloads but also foster a mare efficient
and empowered feam.

{The writer is an educator; views are personal)
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Indian immigrants to Canada

bear brunt of diplomatic row

K 5 TOMAR

The fallout threatens to disrupt visa processes, immigration pathways, and
opportunities for Indian workers and students in Canada

—

=

_1 he fallout of the current diplo-

matic tensions between India
and Canada, particularly in
the wake of Canadian Prime

b Minister Justin Trudeau’s accu-

sations and expulsions of diplomats by

both countries, could have significant

consequences for Indian citizens working,

studying, or planning to immigrate to

Canada. Trudeau’s Liberal Party has been

facing dcc]inini sugpon. and his minor-
a5

ity government

cen kept afloat by the

New Democratic Party (NDP), led by
Jagmeet Singh, a prominent Sikh politi-

cian.

The NDF's support base includes a sig-
nificant portion of Canada’s Sikh popu-
lation, and Trudeau may be attempting to
retain their support by taking a tough
stance against India, which is perceived
by some Sikhs in Canada as being hostile
to their interests. The deteriorating rela-
tions between the two countries may
affect several key areas:

Impact on Indian Workers in Canada.

n Workforce in Canada: Indians

form a significant part of Canadas skilled

workforce, especially in sectors like IT,
healthcare, engincering and finance. Over
the years, Canada has become a top des-
tination for experienced professionals
from India due to its immigration-friend-
ly policies. Visa and Work Permit lssues:

ile the immediate impact on Indian

workers in Canada has been limited, any
prolonged diplomatic standoff could lead
to delays in the processing of work per-
mits, visa renewals and permanent resi-
dency (PR} applications. The processing
times might increase, and stricter scruti-
ny could be imposed.

Uncertainty for Future Migrants:
Potential immigrants or those awaiting
work permits may face hurdles in terms
of visa approvals. If relations continue to
sour, Canada miFhl impaose tighter immi-

gration control

s on Indian workers

which could hamper the flow of profes-
sionals into the country.

Impact on Indian Students in Canada:
There is large Indian Student Population
in Canada as it has become a magnr des-

tination for Indian students, wit

nearly

320,000 Indian students enrclled in
Canadian universities as of 2023, The
country's world-class education system,
relatively easier immigration pathways

THE MOST
EFFECTIVE WAY TO
MITIGATE THE
FALLOUT IS
THROUGH
DIPLOMATIC
DIALOGUE. BOTH
GOVERNMENTS
MUST FIND
COMMON

GROUND AND
WORK TOWARDS
DE-ESCALATION.
DIPLOMATIC
CHANNELS
SHOULD
PRIORITISE
RESOLVING
MISUNDERSTANDI
NGS WHILE
PROTECTING THE
INTERESTS OF
CITIZENS ON BOTH
SIDES

post-graduation, and diverse
work opportunities have made it
attractive for Indian students,
Visa Delays: The current dipla-
matic tension may lead to delays
in student visa approvals or
increased scrutiny of applica-
tions. While there is no immedi-
ate indication that Indian stu-
dents will face outright rejections,
the uncertainty could cause stress
and delays in admission proce-
dures, particularly for new appli-
cants. Post-Graduation Work
Opportunities: Many Indian stu-
dents stay in Canada after com-
pleting their studies under post-
graduation work permits
(PGWP) and eventually apply for
permanent residency.
The growing tension could com-
Elicalc this process, making it
arder for students to transition
smoothly from education to
employment.
Impact on Immigration
Pathways: Canada's Express
Entry programme, which has
been highly favourable for Indian
professionals and students seek-
ing permanent residency, might
slow down or become more strin-
gent if the diplomatic rift deep-

ens.
There could be longer pmccssinﬁ
times, more rigorous backgroun,
checks, and even potential poli-
cy changes affecting Indian appli-
cants.

Family Reunification: Indian
citizens who have family mem-
bers in Canada and are in the
process of family reunification
{sponsorship programmes) could
ace delays in their applications
due to the diplomatic standoff.
Trade and Bilateral Agreements
Professional Mobility: 1f diplo-
matic tensions continue, profes-
sional exchanges, joint ventures,
and corporate partnerships
involving Indian and Canadian
companies might slow down.
This could reduce job rp:lpmluni-
ties for Indian p ionals

cations, and consulting. Impact
on New Immigration Streams:
The Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA),
which India and Canada had
been discussing, could be put on
hold.

This would affect initiatives
meant to streamline immigration
for Indian professionals and cre-
ate pathways for smoother trade
and employment relations.
Solutions to Mitigate the Fallout
Diplomatic Resolution: The
most effective way to mitigate the
fallout is through diplomatic dia-
logue. Both governments must
find common ground and work
towards de-escalation.
Diplomatic channels should pri-
oritise resolving misunderstand-
inﬁs while pmu:cting the interests
of citizens on both sides.
Temporary Shift to Alternative
Countries: While waiting for
the situation to stabilise, students
and professionals might consid-
er alternative countries such as
the UK, Australia, or Germany,
which offer similar educational
and work opportunities for
Indian ||alionaﬂz.

Vote Bank Politics and the Sikh
Community’s Role in Canada:
Canada has one of the largest
Sikh populations outside of
India, with an estimated 770,000
Sikhs, making up about 2 per
cent of the total Canadian pop-
ulation.

Many of these Sikhs are concen-
trated in electoral districts in
British Columbia, Ontario, and
Alberta. In some constituencies,
Sikhs represent a significant vot-
ing bloc, which can influence
clection outcomes.

Upcoming Elections: With elec-
tions expected by 2025, Trudeau
needs to consolidate his support
among key communities. Given
the current minority govern-
ment status, he must rely on
alliances, such as with the NDP,
and intain _his ding in

working for Canadian companies
in sectors like 1T, telecommuni-

immifrant-rich constituencies,

including those dominated by

Sikhs.
His recent diplomatic actions
appear designed to shore up this
support by aligning himself with
issues important to these groups.
The Sikh community has histor-
ically 5u¥FNJ{[Dd the Liberal Party,
particularly under Trudean.
Many high-profile Sikh leaders,
including ministers in his cabi-
net, are from this community.
Thus, maintaining their support
is crucial for the Liberal Party's
prospects in the next election.
Khalistan Issue: While not all
Sikhs in Canada support the
Khalistan movement, those who
do have formed influential advo-
cacy groups that have pushed the
issue into Canadian politics.
Trudeau's overtures to this sec-
tion of the electorate have been
interpreted as efforts to protect
his vote base, especially as his
government faces increasing
political pressure ahead of future
elections.
Experts say that Trudean may
also be positioning himself as a
defender of Canadian sovereign-
ty by aIIcginEhfnrcign inlcrl%:r-
ence, a move that could resonate
with voters concerned about
national security.
This fits with broader concerns
in the West about foreign inter-
ference in domestic politics, even
though India has categorically
denied the allegations.
India-Canada ties are indeed at
their lowest ebb following
Canadian Prime Minister [ustin
Trudeau's accusation that Indian
agents were involved in the
killing of Khalistani leader
Hardeep Singh Nijjar on
Canadian soil.
This extreme diplomatic move,
which has sr:vcrc? strained rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries, is seen as a combination of
vote bank politics and Trodeau's
handlin? of domestic pressures,
especially in light of upcoming
elections.
(Writer is a strategic columnist;
views are personal)

gn and component ecosystem in telecom

The telecom sector is evolving from a service-led growth model to a robust manufacturing ecosystem

five years,

he telecommunications
I sector in India has
grown to become the
worlds second-largest, con-
tributing around 6.5 per cent
to the nations GDF and
cmcrg"i‘ng as a key economic
growth engine. While we take
pride in this impressive
growth, there is something
cven more exciting - the rise o
the telecom manufacturing
ecosystem. Indias growth as a
telecom equipment manufac-
turing destination can be
attributed to the ‘Make-in-
India’ and ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiatives launched by
the Government in recent
ears.
The Production Linked
Incentives (PLI), launched in
2020, and its subsequent
amendments in 2022 to facil-
itate design-led manu

5F KOCHHAR

facturing at an additional
incentive rate with an allocat-
ed sum of Rs 4,000 crores also
provided a major boost to tele-
com manufacturing in India.
As per the Latest update by the
Ministry of Communications,
sales :;Y telecom equipment
have surpassed the Rs 50,000
crore milestone under the PLL
scherme, with exports at about
Rs 10,500 crore. During this

period, India exported mobile
phones worth Rs 1.28 lakh
crores and with 300 million
units produced, it has emerged
as the second-largest produc-
er of mobile phones in the
world.

On the telecom equipment
front, India has become almost
self-reliant in antennae, Gigabit
Passive Optical Network
{GPON) and Customer
Premises Equipment {CPE)
As a result, Indias status has
turned from importing tele-
com equipment worth Rs
74.116.21 crore in FY 13-14 10

exporting equipment worth
over Rs 149 lakh crore in FY
13-24.

Though we are still imparting
certain products, the gap
between imports and exports
has gone down ﬁisniﬂcsntlg.
Apart from fostering self-

reliance, indigenous manu-
facturing of telecom equip-
ment also addresses the
national security concerns
associated with telecom
impaorts.

Manufacturing has emerged as
an important aspect of the tele-
com sectors contribution to
the GDP through the cre-
ation of substantial employ-
ment opportunities across the
value chain, from manufactur-
ing to research and develop-
ment.

5o far, telecom manufacturing
has created more than 17,800
direct jobs and several indirect
jobs. The Indian telecom
industry is likely w attract
investmients in the areas of core
competency and cutting-edge
technologies; ensure efficien-
cies and create economies of
scale, in turn, enhancing

expaorts and making India an
integral part of the global
value chain. Government's
Push for Atmanirbhar Under

the government's
‘Atmanirbharta Abhiyar, the
Department of Telecom (DoT)
aims o promete the ecosystem
for research and development,
transforming India into a glob-

al hub of technology develop-
ment and telecom equipment
manufacturing.

The Union  Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia recently
announced the Government'’s
ambitions to set up telecom-
munication equipment man-
ufacturing zones as the coun-
try expects more inflow of for-
eign direct investments (FDI).
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi too emphasised the need
for "Design in India, Desi
for the World”, calling Esr?:'
indigenous design capabili-
ties and urging the citizens to
create ucts that cater to
both domestic and interna-
tional  markets.  The
Government has further estab-
lished several task forces to
ensure the smooth functioning
of the telecom ecosystem.
These include initiatives for

creating a component ecosys-
tem, developing telecom chips
from design to production,
training skilled workers and
designers, aggregating the
demand for manufacturing
from different departments
and allocating them to eligible
manufacturers, and njEvlimisi
the use of test beds for prod-
uct testing and certification.
Following the Governments
decision to allow 100 per cent
FDIin telecom, the sector has
attracted USD 39 billion in
FDI fior manufacturing, further
boosting the momentum and
solidifying Indias role as a
Iobal telecom manufacturing
uh.
Thanks to these concerted
efforts, India has been able to
bring down the trade deficit in
telecom from Rs 68,000 crores
to R 4,000 crores, over the last

Focus on design and creation
of 1P is crucial to fulfilling
India’s ambitions as a product
nation as design clements add
substantial value to products.
Toobuild a strong ecosystem for
50, DoT has sanctioned 17
companies under design-led
manufacturing within the PLI
scheme.

Further, global telecom equip-
ment manufacturers like Cisco
and Nokia have set up their
manufacturing units in India,
fostering workd-class manufac-
turing prowess. These efforts,
among others, emerge as a tes-
tament to the country's indige-
nous. engineering and entre-
preneurial capabﬁiti.cs. a5 well

a5 manufacturing prowess.
(The writer is Director
Creneral, COAL views are
personal}
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A path to democracy

Amid Bangladesh’s political turmoil, the possibility of general
elections in 2025 presents an opportunity for renewal

Aftara long wait, the possibility of general elections taking place in Bangladesh in
2025 s now on the horzon, Bangladesh's Law Adviser Asil Nazrul has said the
nest election could be held in 2025 after complating the pre-election preparations,
including the formation of a new Election Commission, Amid the escalating crisis in
Bangladesh, there is growing pressure for & new general election 1o restore democra-
tic order and bring stability. The possibility of holding general elactions in 2025 has become
a central topic of discussion In political circles. Many see the election as a necessary
step to establish a legitimate government that can address the country’s economic woes,
restore law and order, and guide Bangladesh towards a more stable future. Howaver,
there are significant hurdies 1o overcome before an election can be hekd. The interim
govarnment, currently tasked with maintaining order, must establish a conducive envi-
ronment for free and fair alections. This involves addressing concerns about electoral
fraud, ensuring the safety of voters and candidates,
and reforming the Election Commission, which has
been criticised for its partisanship in recent years.
International prassure, especially from the United States,
and the European Uinion, is likely to pkay a role in push-
ing for transparent and credible elections, The intar-
national community's involvement may be instrumen-
tal in mediating dialogue among political factions and
overseging electoral reforms.

While the potential for a general election in 2025 offers
a glimmer of hope, it is by no means a guaranteed
solution. The path to stabllity will require a series of
complex and dalicate steps, including effective power-
sharing arrangements, accountability for past political abuses, and economic policies
aimed at alleviating the financial burdan on citizens. The emergence of populist metoric
and extremist groups could also pose threats 1o a peaceful electoral environmant. Moreover,
with Sheikh Hasina in exile and her Awami League party in disarray, a sizable section
of Bangladesh's political milieu is Ikely to be away from the election process. Under
Shallch Hasina's leadership, the country experienced substantial economic growth. However,
her tenure was also marred by accusations of authoritarianism, suppression of dissent,
and manipulation of democratic instituions. The deterioration of democralic norms and
crackdowns on opposition parties, including the Bangladesh Natlonalist Party (BNF),
axacerbated political polarisation and unrest. As Bangladesh teeters on the edge of a
political pracipice, the possibility of holding general elections in 2025 brings a mbdure
of hope and apprehension. The nation’s future will largely depend on how the interim
govarnment manages the political transition and whether it can pave the way for a truly
democratic process, The coming manths will be crucial in determining whether Bangladesh
can emerge from this turmoil with renewed democratic vigour or It it will remain mired
in chaos and instability.

The changing dynamics
of Bihar politics

As Bihar prepares for the 2025 Assembly elections, Prashant Kishor
launches his new party. The big question is, can it make a difference?

rashant Kishor has
P ntered Bihar politics
with a clear messa,
his role is that of a gui
not a contender for power,
“My work is like that of a
potter who shapes the best
with the right wols, We aim
to bring forward the best
pn.u‘];h. in society,” he
ed, dismissing speculs
about his ambitions for the
Chief Minister's post. He
reiterated that his newly
launched party, 'Jansuraj,
will be run by its members,
ned him, and he would only
contest elections If the party
deemed it necessary,
Kishor's move has stirred
the political waters in Bihar,  gained traction following
His party's announcement  the rally and Muslim unity circulating hefore
o contest the upcoming meeting in Patna, the elections.
Assembly elections has  Despite his history with Ahead of the 2025
sparked debates on its  the BJP, Kishor has not ;\s.sr.-mbly elections, Kishor
potential impact on major  held back from criticising  has strategically targeted
alliances, the NDWA, and the  Nitish Kumar's governance,  the Muslim and backward
India Alliance. A former The Janata Dal (United) caste commu , which
election strategist for both  (JDU), however, remains represent a significant por-
PM Narendra Modi and  firm on it . with  tion of the electorate—17.7
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, leaders rming that  per cent and 36, 1per cent,
Kishor has not aligned with  Nitish Kumar is still Bihar's  respectively, He  has
the Congress or the RID.  true leader, In a recent announced plans to field
Some ]mﬂllml analysts even  meeting, DU’ acting  more candidates from these
suggest that his presence national president Sanjay communities and has
might benefit the BIP by Jha dismissed any doubts emphasised inclusivity by
weakening the RJD% sup-  about Kumar’s relevance, appointing a Dalit as the
port base, an idea that pointing to the partys party’s working president.

e despite various

India-Canada relations

sink over Khalist

an 1ssuec ek

PARLL CHANDRA

As both countries grapple with domestic politics and external pressures, the ties are now
at its most fragile point, threatenmg lrade security and people-to-people connectlons

wer el the worlds lead-
u\bdn.mu_u es, India

e
rently thJgrd in a
rather unseemly,

explosive diplomatic row over

refusal o rein in
ik elements thriving on
adian soil New Delhi believes
these elements, all Canadian
nationals, have been allowed
unfettered freedom, lmrxnl]m,f(

Tnelias security intereats. With

Ottawa paying no heed 1o New

Delhis concerns, a traditionally

close relationship nurtured over

;l]n:‘\r period now lies torn into

shreds

The spat with Canada could also

impinge on Indias geopalitical

equations with members ul the

Trudeau- lrd wwn.mmn.m has
approached the alliance and got
the backing of the other four
mtmlur\ - IIm US, UK, Aus.l |‘.|In

n Canada, including the
Inllmy, of Khalistani separatist
Kuldeep Singh
ear. All thes 3
ave their eyes firmly
crucial Indo-Pacifi
India, Surely, none would want
the imbroglio to adversely impact
their geostrategic alignment to
counter Ching i
sl in the region. 17 Ontawa’s
charges on the [ndian govern-
ment’s involvenent do e out to
be correct, New Delhi would have
an egg on its face,
While covert operations to carry
out hit jobs in foreign lands 1o
take oul elements inimical o a
country’s interests are nothing
new, being caught with proof of
overt involvement can prove to be
It’s note-

E

other hand, is driven hy his
desire to woo for his domes-
tic political gains a section of
the Sikh diaspora who support
Khalistan,

Discretion in such a sensitive
matter, therefore, has be
thrown 1o the winds, The
Trudean government’s
elgnty concerns over the N
killing, however, do not extend
1o alleged Chinese interference
in Canadian federal elections
both in 2019 and 2021, 1
cruption of the New Delhi-
t)l!.m.ldqnlum.njn. WL Wils 1ok
um.xpn_lod given the simmer-
ing tensions between the two
| years now ever what
the former believes 1s the
Trudeau governments abject
failure to rein in Khalistani
separatists in Canada who
pose a security risk to India,
For Mew Delhi, what broke the
ke this time around

came
wits Canadas contention that
six Indian diplomats, inchud-

ing ‘hL high commissic

were “persons of interes
it

waorthy that the US, unlike
Canada, has been far
creet in it -
ing Indias cooperation in inves-
rigating a plot w kill Khalistani
separatist leader and its national
nt Singh Pannun, who
hs for Justice, The US
strategy I8 driven in no small mea-
sure by its desire to not cause any
major rift in bilateral strategic ties
with India, even though it contin:
ues 1o put pressure on New Delhi
on the issue, Trudeauw, on the

RAJESH KUMAR
SINGH

This move has been seenas | Citize

a counter to JOUS long-
standing Mahadalit out-

Kishor has been preparing
the ground for his polit Lh
venture for the past two

years, conducting a ‘pady- Han

atra’ across Bihar and
engaging with the public
through discussions in vil-
lages and towns, Drawing
on the philosophi i
Gandhi and Tagore, he has
sought to resonate with the

masses, though his stance | shi|

on lifting the liquor ba
Imvited criticism for contra-

dicting Gandhian ideals,
The launch of ‘Jansuraj’
represents Kishor's effort
w offer & new political
alternative
However, sig
tions remain;
address Bihar's pressing
insues such as unemploy-
ment and crime? Will his
strategies translate into a
viable solution for the state's
enduring challenges? As
Bihar gears up for the next
election, the answers to
these questions will deter-
mine Kishor's political fate,
(The writer is a senlor
Jowrnalist; views are
personal|

adam —

M
ﬁ ment on the
- Citlzenshi

Ass
gal immlgnmls. in ,‘\ am,
The Supreme Court’s five-member con-
stitional bench ruled Section 64 of the
nahip Act statutory, clearing the
door for the implementation of the 1985
accord reached by the Rajiv Gandhi gov-
reach, ernment and the All-Assam Students
7)., According to this agree-
I:ﬁv .nhlinlﬁ ection 6A o the
enship Act, those who came from
ladesh before March 25,
would be eligible for citize
Previowsly, this day was January 1, 1966,
After the challenge to the
ality of this section of the
of | isdismissed, those who arrived in Assam
from Bangladesh before March 25, 1971,
will be perminted o petition for citizen-
. but these who arrived after that date
has | will be identified and deported.
provided selace 1o all individ-
uals who ﬁ:ld arrived from other places
and were living in Assam, feeling stuck
in uncertainty. The verdict made it clear
ship ia safe, who can abtain
Bihar, | citizenship, and who must be identified
as |l|¢'g-.|l migrants and returned proper-
there is no room for
.m\lngu ity. Politics driven by immediate
can be more harmiul in this sit-
wathon, The decisbon may have been made
in the context of Assam, but the issue of
illegal immigration is significa
other locations,
Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur

Union [ A A

This ruling

interest:

ignated a ter: n-r|>.| h}' India for
his
Dl 1::1.|1|..1Iu|]y
issue of Khalistani el
having a free run in Ca
recent years anly to hay
dom of expression” being
thrown back av it by the
Trudeau government, These
clements have had floats
depicting former PM Indiea

IT'S NOTEWORTHY

SEPARATIST LEADER ¢ u
AND TS NATIONAL t’llr.'llnllill'lullsf for a
GURPATWANT SINGH  Partnership
PANNUN, WHO
LEADS SIKHS FOR Canada’s own Indo-Pacilic

Candhi's assassination in pro-
cesslons to mark the 40th
anniversary of 'Operation
Bluestar, and nily even
published posters issuing death
threats to senior Indian diplo-
mats, stoking New Delhis
CONCErns,
Trudeau’s Liberal Party has
thrived on support from the
Sikh diaspora that exercises
significant influ
Impostant parlismentary 5
A pro-Khalistan Canadian
Iml'u ian, Jagmeet Singh, who
eads the New Democratic
Party, has played a crucial

THAT THE US, role in enabling Trudeau's
UNLIKE CANADA,  remmain in pawer by signing o

deal supporting i 0000
HAS BEEN FAR MORE il suprorting it In no-con.

fidence votes. Singh ca

DISCREET IN ITS  this deal last month but elec-

tioms in Canada are slated to be

APPROACH WHILE  held next year anyway if
SEEKING INDIAS (it e New D,
COOPERATION IN
INVESTIGATING A with his government even

PLOT TO KILL th reatening ‘s_.:uu:linns." st

case, will be happy 1o see
ack of Trudeauw Now,

India, it’s fairly evident that
KHALISTANI 5 willing to jeopardise
al trade conam-

with India, It haleed

Comprehensive Economic
Agreement
(CEPA) in September last year
as bilateral relations soured,

,.ln'.lh. y had earlier recog
nvdlia as a “critical part-
\.kmﬂdnpu trade and
economic tes,

JUSTICE

Bilateral trade was |
§9.36 billion in 2

terious impact on trade \ml
economic 5“\ What could
also take a hit are people-to-
people ties, especially with
Canada being a favoured des-
tination for Indian students for
higher education.

An estimated 4.27 lakh Indian
students are studying in
Canada, helping its L'«.ﬁl..-

needed revenue.
also home to a huge Indian
diaspora of 1.8 million -
Trudeau will only alienate
himself from them while
allowing Khalistani radicals to
flourish, Trodean would do
well to remember that it was
Khalistan| separatist elements
who carried out the bombing
of Al Kanishka Flight 182 in
June 1985, killing 329 persons
of whom a majority were
Canadian citizens of Indian
origin. Allowing radical ele-
ments to thrive for the sake of
pelitical expediency has never
done any nation good, As

have offen dited thi
that underpins their bilateral
ties, both India and Canada
need to pull back from the
diplomatic war they are
engaged in, A sour relationship
can only cause further damage
in the long run.
(The writer is a senior New
Delhi-based journalist wiha
writes on foreign affairs;
views are personal)

LETTERS iR AT
Senlor citizens get relief

a total waiver of GST on health insur-
-— » ance policies for senior citizens is def-
initely laudable. However, these recom-

SECTION 6A STAYS VALID
¢ Supreme Court's judge-
dity of Section 6A of the
itizenship Act on Thursday not only put
an end to concerns about an old sue
reviving, but it also shed light on numer-
ous factors that can help shape the cur-
rent debate, In this rtg ard, the ruling con-
firms the methodolo, }' hmb]

m Accord toa

o In this ser

NEW JUSTICE STATUE UNVEILED
Madam—1In a symbsolic shift,
e ol Nyay ki Devi (Lady of Justice)

Supreme Court (5C) replaces the tradi-
tional blindfold (serves as a reminder of

hed in the
a6 the Issue of ille-

he decision of th
Ministers to reduce €
ance policies (health insurance
and life insurance) is certainly benefi-
clal to many citizens whe intend
insurance cover for them or their fam-
ilies for meeting unexpected expenses
of hospitalisation or even deaths, At the
same time, the decision 1o recommend
anatitution-
nship Act

the ideals of fairness and justice that legal
systems aspire to uphold) and sword with
open eyes and the Indian Constitution,
ng an m-nll-lng ustice :}‘:!r_k‘l‘l in

[
Chandrachud aims to reflect im
justice and maodernise the ju

s constitutional values. P
The note-worthy element of this design  Gai
is the replacement of the sword with a
copy ol the Indian Constitution.
Generally, the sword h
ed with violence and di
whereas the Constitution is a symbol of  integrate
rights, equality, and fair
represents the shift towards more empha-
sis on core values in just
how a judiciary must act as 4 protector
of constitutional rights rather than func-
tioning as o law enforcer. From now
onwards, justice will be served 1o the
" persons. No longer will it be
impartial nor will punishments be
d, Yes, changing the attive to a

new stat-

have

G
Ind:

mendations will be put up in the GST
Council meeting for a ‘I]:-
] i Ogtober 30, which is too long a period.
In fact, many of the health insurance
pn‘hcim involving senior citizens under
cover expire by 30th October
uscll and they have to be renewed well
in advance to continue the coverage.
Therefore, the senior citizens, especial-
]ﬁ are more concerned immediately and
the walver of GST as decided an
ommended in the GOM meetin
{led if implemented earlier, wlﬁ
certainly benefit the senior citizens who
Ihawve to renew their policies by making
premia payments.
K Durga Prasad Rao | Hyderabad

cision after

become mare evident,
Bidyut Kumar Chatterje | Faridabad

GATISHAKTI BOOTS CONMECTIVITY

Madam — FM Modi celebrates
ikt suce
infrastructure lIL\‘Ll(!PJHLk’“ for

w6 in streamlining

away from colonial legacies multimodal connectivity, PM Modi has

been associal-
iplinary action, L

Hliah

ed the achievements of the PM
hakti National Master Plan for
Multimodal Connectivity, which has
significantly enhanced infrasteucture
elficiency over the past three y
nched In Octaber 2021, the in
various infrastructure schemes
. Thischange  from different ministries and state gov-
ernments, improving seamless movernent

ive

of goods and add
tenecks, [hqulmh
ous infra
develop sustainable solutic
ly fostering entrepreneurship and inne-
vation across Indis
Jayanthy Subramaniam | Murnbai

supply chain bot-
Identified numer-
ture L.llrh 1 aims to

5, ultimate-

step. As time progress-

5, the positive effects of this change will
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Kiwis fly high
Cricket team humbles mighty India on home turf

HE New Zealand men's cricket team,
often described as perennial under-
achievers, punched above its weight to
outclass India in Bengaluru, recording
its first Test win on Indian soil in 36 long
years. Beating India at home is no mean feat — over
the past decade or so, Indian cricketers have
become nearly invinelble in thelr backyard in all for-
mals of the game. Commendably, the Kiwis have
overcome a big barrier by getting the better of the
Rohit Sharma-led squad, with batter Rachin Ravin-
draand pacer Matt Henry being the star performers.

Team India was on the back foot right from the out-
set as the New Zealand bowlers bundled it out for a
shockingly low total of 46 in the first innings. Though
India put up a gallant fightback in the second innings,
thanks to power-packed knocks by Sarfaraz Khan and
Rishabh Pant, it was not enough to stop the Kiwis
from romping home. The New Zealanders have been
athomn in India's side in recent years — they knocked
their rivals out of the 2019 ODI World Cup and
clinched the inaugural ICC World Test Championship
two years later. Gone are the days when the Kiwis
were regarded as ‘softies’ in the cricket arena; they
are now as tough as nails and give noquarter even to
the most formidable teams. The sterling performance
of its women's ericket squad in the T20 World Cupin
thie UAE has given the idand nation another reason to
feel proud of its gutsy players.

The Bengaluru defeat is a wake-up call for Indian
ericketers. They need to hit back strongly and show
the Kiwis their mettle, The loss to Australia in the
2023 ODI World Cup final in front of a partisan crowd
in Ahmedabad had left the team battered and
bruised. However, seven months they were
crowned the T20 world champions. Similar resilience
and determination would be needed to turn the
tables on the never-say-die Kiwis,

Hooch disaster

It reflects a failure of Bihar's liquor ban

HE latest hooch tragedy in Bihar, claiming

over 35 lives (unofficial reports put the fig-

ure at around 65 in Siwan, Saran and

Gopalgan] districts, exposes the stark inef-

ficacy of the state's prohibition policy.
Imposed in 2016, the liquor ban asimed to curb aleohal-
redated harm, but it has, instead, fuelled the rise of a
thriving black market for illicit liquor, costing count-
less lives and leading to significant revenue loss. This
tragedy is not an isolated incident. Bihar has repeated-
ly faced such fatal outcomes, with over 350 deaths
binked to spurious liquor since prohibition began. The
recurring nature of these incidents highlights the
Nawed implementation of the policy, where black-mar-
ket operations exploit vulnerable communities, often
targeting the poorest sections of society.

While law enforcement agencies have responded
with arrests and ralds, seizing large quantities of ille-
gal alcohol, the ground reality reveals a persistent
availability of illicit liquor. The paralkel economy that
runs on this trade reportedly results ina revenue loss
of Rs 20,000 crore to the state. Yet, there appears to be
no significant impact on reducing the access or con-
sumption of dangerous brews.

The state administration, despite its efforts, has
falled to offer a sustainable solution. The dichotomy
between the wealthy, who have acoess to safe alcohol
despitethe ban, and the poor, who fall prey (o toxic aller-
natives, further reflects the secio-economic divide that
prohibition has exacerbated. The Bihar Government
must re-evaluate its approach. Either the liquor ban
must be strictly enforced with a strengthened regulato-
ry framework or a regulated market could offer a safer
alternative. Until then, the lives lost in these tragedies
will continue to be a tragic reminder of failed policy.

OPINION
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US voters quest for ‘change’

Concemns over Al, unemployment and immigration are driving a bitter electoral contest

MADE IN AVERICA

ASHOK LAVASA

BOUT 400 years ago,
a band of 104 pil
grims set foot at Ply-
mauth in Bogton in
n attempt o
‘change’ their lives and seck a
mw future. In the process, they
evolved into a country — the
United States of America -
which eventually beaime the
most powerful economy in the
workd and arguably the most
robust democracy. The people of
that democrecy onoe again ssek
‘change” as they prepare o vole
ina few days from now
On display in the democmitic
marketplace are two procucts; the
ane triec and tested, the other on
trial and yet to be testad, There are
billoardsexhorting proplelovote
ina democracy that doesn boast
of averyhigh percentageof voling.
“The polling percentage in 020w
around 60 per cenl; it steadily
climibed from 586 per cent in 212
o 60 per cent in 2008 Although o
litthe higher at 1.6 per contin 2008,
ithas generally been below 60 per
cont for the lust four decades. With
about 100 countries representing
halftheworkd's population going
o the polls in 2024, the US would,
|:-|h.||m Do Ao boniet evsanjor cownitey

o be persuading workers o voleas
they form a large part of his sup-
jport ks, Hee s hoping to count on
thair support amidst the over-
whdming feeling that household
wealth for college gracluates has
increased ly 93 per cent sinoe
1989, whike remaining stagnant fr
noronllege graduates.

The avernge household wealth
inclex, when plotted from 1985,
shows o disturbing trend of an
increasing gap between thasewho
have gone o college and those
with i higgh school background or
none. The average real wealth by
alucation, asof 121, for thosewith
a  oolege  Iockground  was
$18.32000 in mompaison o
$4,52,000 with o high school back-
[ Luyd.uulSl 85,000 with nos high

ehecting its head of
govemment in an em where
demogracy dsell faces senous
challenges gobally
What is the ‘change’ that people
in the US seek? What are the
issues conceming the voler? What
does it fordbode for democmey®
The sense that one gets is that
people are undeodied as yet about
who ks capable of bringing about
‘change” as Thurmp and Harrs are
locked i a bitter batthe, According
o opinion palls, immigration and
the southern border ane the top
imsues for the volers. Trum pseems

sohood o

Although the |m-iul kit ehoes-
o't talk of an alamming level of
unemmployment, i i generally felt
that the infusion of artificial inted-
ligence in all spheres of business
has ereated redundandes, cous-
ing retrenchment and layoffs. The
unemployment rate in September
2024 was4.10 per cent, marginally
loweer than the 420 per cent of the
revious month but higher than
the 380 per cent of September
213, The longlerm average
unemployment rate is around 560
per cent as per the Bureau of

MOOT POINT: Who s capable of bringing about “change” — Donald Trumpor Kamala Haeris? soumss

The swing factor could
be influenced by
occasional voters
notonly those who
are undecided but
also those who
generally dontvote,

Labour Statistics. This economic
sue of the widening inoome gap
and unemployment has inex-
oralaly got mboed with Uhe pol itieal
msue of immi gration, which has
okt sl Ameticans,

Harris, on the other hand, is
banking on the support of the
large chunk of the immigrant
population and women volers,
besicles trcitional Democrt vol-
ers. Dota indicates that the por-
centage of women wvoting far
exceeds that ofmen, with almost
a 10per cont gap between the two,

Reproductive  halthcare  has
been an isaue of major concern for
woimen, especially afler the US

Supreme Court overturmed the
constitutional rght o abortion by
263 verclict in its decision in June
222 in the Dobbs m Jackson
Womnen's Health Orgemization
cuse, setting aside the right necog-
nisexd by the lanchmark verdict in
Foe vs Wide (1673) and Planmed
Ferenthood vs Comey (19621 Even
@® women have outnumbened
men in voting, the million-ollar
question is whethera country that
swears by equal opportunity and
liberal thinking is meady for a
woman President
According o poll watchers, the
wwing factor could be influenced
Iy oecasional voters — not ondy
those who are undecided but
aleo those who generally don't
vote, Recent polls show that
while Harris' supporters are
high on enthusiasm as oom-
jured to Trump's, the latter out-
do the former in thelr belief that
their candidate is more capable
o deal with the economic issues
facing the country, induding
inflation. It is o strange frony
that the workingclass popula-
tion has found a champlon in
Trump, an unabashed capitalist,
An expert al the Harvard
Kennedy School left me with the
impression thot while volers
don't want o vobe for Trump,
they are not yet convinced alout

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

That governmentis the strongest ofwhich every man feels himself a part. — thomas jefferson

Nehruvian roads

LETTERS TO

Harris' ability to bring about the
‘change’ they are looking for.
Theere is also o fiseling that while
Harris is not doin g enough work
in the field, Trump is ssen as o
‘happy warrior

Amid this cliffhanger, the one
depressing feature is the dilution
of decency in public discourse,
that hae a striking similarity with
the Indian election campaigning.
Thee frequent use of coarse lan-
guage, making unsubst antiated
statermenits ane hurling & spamg-
ing abuses have beoome par for
the course. While such instances
in India are behind us, it is
depressing o see Harris being
called ‘mentally impaired’ and
‘mentally alexd’,

Thump was particularly harsh
against illegal immigrants, all
ingg them “monsters’, ‘stone-ookd
killers' and ‘vile animals’ and
mrusing some migrints of want-
Ing o “rape, pillage, thieve, plun-
der and kill the people of the
United States of America”. JD
Vance, Trump’s vice-presicdential
pick, has been criticised for his
comments about “childiess ot
Baclies” running the word Harris
has facedd racist and misogynistic
attacks, being called a“DEI hire'
{a disparaging term that refers to
quotas or tangets for hiring recial
and ethnic minorities, women
and people with disabilities for
positions of suthorty andior pow-
er). Tim Walz, Harris' running
mate, has been sccused of
stolen valour due to his mili-
tary record being challenged.
Trump has been rather liberal
with profanities during his
campaign speeches, inchding
ugng terms  like ‘loser’,
‘jerks’ and ‘morons”.

Here, Woo, people feel that the
use of abusive language in pol-
thes contributes o a tosde political
dimate and is deleterious to dem-
ocratictracitions, with or without
o mixhel code. There is also o view
that the US poll, like elections in
other countries this year, is an
‘issueless’  election,  which
means that democrcy tselfl i
undergoing a stress test.

The anthor is a former Election

Comm isvioner af India

THE EDITOR

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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ming franchise

IN the latest issu

annum, How, inc

of persons, induding v who do not wear it ther

considering spinning 1o be dishonourable, there
oy among gome people to make too much of the

khzddar, W0 look upon it not as a symbol of patriotism amd

nathonal self-respect but as a substtute for them.

wng India, Mahatma Gandhi has writ-
ten a short article in which he beautifully sums upthe case for
making spinning the qualification for membership of the Con-
gress, “If o monelary qualification, that is, restriction,” he
writes, “may be imposed, why not a working qualification? Is
it more honou rable to pay than to labour? The last question
raises a somewhat imelevant issue, We are not aware that
among the hundreds of erities who have objected to the spin-
ning franchise, even one has based his objection on the
ground of spinning being dishonourable or even less hon-
ourable than the payment of a subscriplion of four annas per
edl, could anyone conskder a thing dishon-
ourablewhich is done by the foremost man inthe country and
by hundreds of others held in universal respect and admira-
tion? Mahatmoaji is in this matter less than just to himsell and
is clearly forgetting that one glorious achievement that Bes to
his credit is that he hags materially changed the country's
standard of honour and respectability. With tens of thousands
ves, the
wearing of khaddar has Wday become o sure ingignia of hon-
our and respectability. Ifanything, the danger lies just theoth-
er way about, So far from anyone, anyone that really matters,

sans barricades

Cor MAnEsH CHADHA (RETD)

FJ HE oath-taking ceremony of the new Haryana Chief
Minister and his Cabinet, heldin Panchkulalast week,

was lavish despite those in power dad o be frugal
It saw the masses being subjected to greal wenience,
Roacks leading tothe venue were barrcaded, with commuters
foreed to take long detours at peak of fice hours, Many traved-
lin g by cors were searchisd, causing them harassment. A huge
contingent of cops, armed with guns and dandas, was
he ployeedl; they were stationed every few metres

Seeingall this, I'wasreminded of the diys of 1958-60 when
1 was studying in a school in Chandigarh. One day, we were
tald that Pandit Jawaharlal Neh i would be vigting the city
the next day and that we should be clad in neat and well-
ironed uniforms and well-polished shoes,

After the morning assembly, the principal declared that
all students and teachers would be given the Tricolour, and
the children would march in their respective school “hous-
es” o Madhya Marg. Disciplined as we were, we reached
the dedgnated spot, enthusiastically waiting to have a
glimpse of the PM. Soon, ot a distance, a pilot jeep
appeared, followed by a small cavaleade. Panditji, in his
trademark sherwani adorned with a red rose and sporting
a white cap, was standing in a slow-moving open c
was greeting all people who were gathered there, W
the Mags, we schoolboys raised slogans at the top of our
voloes: “Chacha Nehr wabad, Bharat Mata Ki Jai.”
Nehrmu waved back atus in his inimitable style, Soon, it was
all over and we went back toour classrooms.

Nehru was a role model for us youngsters, Indeed, he
inspired reverence and awe among the masses — our par-
ents and teachers would sing pacans to leaders like him
who were instrumental in getting us freedom from British
rule without taking recourse to viokenee or revenge for the
atrocities leaghed upon Indians.

Nehru's book The Discovery of India gave us every reason
to'be proud of our civilisation and heritage. His philosophy
of sel frelimnce became a topic of declamation contests and,
ultimately, a part of our daily lives.

His declaration that the Bhakra Dam was the ‘temple of
modern India’ fuelled the agricultural and industrial rev.
olutions in the country.

On another occaston, when we lived in Shimla, we had a
close glimpse of Dr Rajendra Prassd, our first President,
while he was taking a walk an The Mall. There were hardly
any barricade stopping us from going near him,

Indeed, those were different times and different peo-
ple, whao d d the respect accorded by the people
for the sacrifices made by them in laying the founda-
tion of a strong nation

leadership to counter US
With reference 0 “The blood on America's
hands’ (The Great Game), the US is ok with
certain Canadians of Indian origin rooting for
Khalistan. The suffering caused by extremists
= best defined by an Undu couplet, “Bud
khaslaton ko rakhta hai Allah ecfaog par, keh
zago zagan ke ghowsaloy bealaayies shoekh
par (Even God endures il Hempered beings to
let thern stay safe at the zenith, allowing kites
and crows 1o build their nests on uppermost
boughs). Nevertheless, ket Americans, as also
the Chinese, numse evil designs; so long oz
Inclias has o strong political leadership, it will
e any orisis that comes its way.
(KL NOATAY, KANGRA

Maintain strategic autonomy
Apropos of “The blood on America's hanels’,
our miiscular fordgn policy spproach of ‘ghar
mmeir gl kar manesge” may provide political
clvantige 1o the ruling party st home but it
aclversely affects India's melation ship with other
countries. The issues with Canacla are cusing
anxdety in Punjab. The country does not have
geooc] relations with most of its neighlbours today,
lﬁlhnlln national security implications. Strate-

 in fomed gn policy T -
mml:alklmll.lhm strength and not from inter-
ference in others’ affairs. We have made a
mockery of the honourable position of our
ambassadors abmad. We must redeem our-
selves by cooperating with Canacla in its investi-
gation o we are doing with the US. Let our flag
By high i the workl

LT COL GS BEDI (RETD), MOHALI

Russia India's traditional ally
Refer to “The blood on America’s hands'; the
writer has cogently anal ysed the cumrent inter-
national geopolitical scenario, Under such cir-
cumstances, India looks forward to further
cement its relations with Russia through PM
Mixli's ensuing visit. Russia has been India's
traditional ally sinoe the Indo-Soviet Treaty
and its subsequen t diplomatic support during
the 1971 war India faces the chal lenge of recal-
Harating its foredgn policy and security policies
o protect its geopolitical interests, especially
amid growing conoerns about Khalistani dissi-
henits operating from abrogd,

GURPREET SINGH, MOHALI

Diplomatic fallout deepens
Refer to Yadv's removal’; the government's
remioval of Vikash Ydav under US pressume
higthlights a troubling episode that reveals the
struin in relations between the two countries,
Yadav's alleged imvobvement in a plot to assas-
sinate Guipatwant Singh Pannun on US soll
not only underscomns n-nmnnl:ul risks durmog -
ingg India's global . The dipl
matic row with Canada in lln-\u;:rl.m-nm.h-r
complicales matters, The dose scrutingy by the
Five Eyes alliance of India's countertermorism
practices abmod indicates growing uneass
ulbsout exctrujuckicial measunes, India must tread
carefully, ensuring its sctions align with inter-
niational liw while protecting national interests,
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Parties must introspect
Apropos of Baini is back”; Lo the dismay and
distress of the Congress, the BIP managed 1o
jpull o o comrtable victory against oll odeds. It
is rightly stabed in the editorial that the dynam-
ies of ebectoral politics ane such that the seat tal-
Iy often hides the subtesd. 1 is natural that the
BJP is im very high spirits and gloating overthe
decisive win, But both parties need to give a
thought to this verdict. The Congress should
introspect asto why its expectations ended ina
fiascn, The BJP should also take cognisance of
thee Enet that the listof grievances soossthe stale
is Joryg aned the mandate is for for better gover-
nance, not mone of the same,

ROSHAN LAL GOEL, LADWA

A call for change
With mefierence to Saind is back”; the resounding
mandute for Nayab Singh Saind and the BIP in
Haryana ks more a call for change than an
endorsement of past governance. While Saini's
retum s CM marks o personal triumph, it is
essertial that his administration avads the over-
conficence that cost the Congress dear. Voters
clied not merely reject anti-incumbency; they sig:
nilbed o desire for governance that delivers on
promises. Saini must bridge the gap between
rhetoric and reality, parioulardy on e pressing
state issues. His Colinet’s caneful balance of
caste and regional considerations sets the tone,
but it is effcive governanoe — not political
manoeuvring — that will define histenune,
AMANIOT KAUR, BY MAIL

Littirs 4o Bhe: Ecor, tyipeded in doubl & space, anemmmm:
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SRAELIS celebrating
the death of Hamas
leader Yahya Sinwar,
the man they say was
responsble for the
worst Jewishmassacre since
the Holocaust, are also
aware that his demise does
not mean theend of the con-
flict with the Palestinians,
For vears, lsraelis used o
complain about how Pal
tinian families ritually
handed out baklava sweets
on the streets as a way of
celebrating the murder of
every Jew in any terrorist
attack, These celebrations
were denounced as an
example of how Arabs glo-
rified terrorism and vio-
lence against their Jewish

neighbours,
‘The irony is that many
Israelis teday have

endorsed the very sme
practices they once used o
abhor. Now, following last
October's Hamas-led inva-
sion that resulted in the
deaths and injuries of
thousands, a growing num-
ber of Israelis find it hard
to hold back their own jubi-
lation every time a Hamas
official is killed.

In fact, scenes of Israelis
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handing out baklava sweets
and greeting each other
with sm and laughter
havee become part of TV talk
shows and different social
miedia platforms.

So, it was no surprise on
Thursday (October 170,
when a lifeguard on one of
Tel Aviv's largest beaches
used his lowdspeaker to
break the news that “arch
terrorist Yahya Sinwar has
been  eliminated”, bikini-
dad swimmers and sun-
bathers responded to his
announcement by breaking
into spontaneous clapping,
cheers and whistles.

For the first time in more
than a year, all of Isreel is
now engulfed in a kind of
joyful euphoria that has
not been seen before. Some
Izraelis have even gone as
fur as comparing Sinwar's
death with the capture and
subsequent execution of
Nazi commander Adolf
Eichmann, He was kid-
napped  from  Argentina
and brought to Israel,
where he was tried and
execuled in 1062,

Others compare Sinwar's
passing with the capture and
killing of Osama bin Laden,
whose unmarked body was
dumped by the Americans
in the middle of the sea.
Hence, suggestions have
been made to Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem that Sinwar's
body, too, should be dis
posed of either in the ocean
or burnt and dispersed in an
unknown location.

For its part, the Lsraeli gov-
ernment has removed Sin-

OPED

Hamas leader Sinwar’s death won't end Gaza war

RELIEF: lsraed s engulfed in joyful cuphoria after the news of Yahya Sivwar's death, sounes

war's body from Tal-al-Sul
tan, a suburbofthe Gaz dty
of Rafah, and is holding it in
a secret location, pending a
final decision about what to
dowith his remalns.

Thej; Sinwar's death,
however, is marmed by con-
cerns about the fate of the
101 Israeli hostages
many of whom are believed
to be dead — still held in
various locations by Hamas
and other Palestinian fac-
tions a8 well as ordinary.
non-combatant  families
who view any Jewish
hostage as an assel.

One of the declared
objectives of the Israeli
government was always to
secire the liberation of all

Sadly,

Israelis hinve no
obwious long-tenm
strategy when it
comesto Gaz.

hostages. More than 100
were released late last year
in a deal between Israel
and Hamas in retumn for
hundreds of Palestinians
in Israeli prisons. Since
then,

only a handful of
dead or alive —

Israelis desc nb:' as “dar
ing’ and ‘heroic’ comman-

When he confirmed the
death of Sinwar, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu made a rare
and unprecedented offer
to  the hostagetakers,
telling them, “This war can
end tomorrow if Hamas
lays down its arms and
returns our hostages.. and

Israel will guarantee the
safety of all those who
return our hostages.”
Netanyahu's offer shows
the Israeli public’s continu-
ing anguish about the fateofl
their loved one s who remain
in captivity somewhere in
the tunnels of Gaza. Without
their release, there can nev-
er be an end to what has
tumed out to be the longest
running war in lsrael’s his-
tory. Yet, hopes that their

Hamas caplors  would
respond positively o
Netanyahu's offer  have

|:r-m-u 1o be elugive,

Even worse,
deputy Khalil al-Hayy
proven to be as defiant as
any of his militant col
leagues, telling the Israeli
public in a televised
address, “The hostages will
not be released until the
Israeli aggression against
the Gaza Strip comes to an
end” This announcement
by the best-known current
Hamas leader is o reminder
o the Israelis that their cel-
ebrations and expectations
following Sinwar's death
are premature.

In other words, the war
will continue, and this news
is bad for both sices, Israel
will sink even more deeply
into the Gaza quagmire and
the Palestinians will contin-
ue to fsce the same death
and destruction that has
seen their body count riseto
more than 40,000,

Sadly, Israelis have no
obvious longterm strategy
when it comestoGaza, They
are not bothered about

humanitaran aid o the
Palestinians and their daily
suffering. Their only fixa-
tion & the hostages, who
represent an open wound,

every one of those responsi-
ble for last October's attack.

To try to understand the
psychology of the lsrael
sociely requires an under-
standing of the established
norms and mindsets in a
region where national digni-
ty is allimportant. The
Hamas surprise was, accord-
ingly, much more than just a
military and intelligence
sethack for Israel. It was
also an unparalleled humik
iotion for a prowd society
that has always prized its
military and technological
superiority owver its Arab
and Islamic rivals,

Widely publicised pictures
of helpless lsraelis being
picked up in their pyjamas
from their bedrooms and
kitchens as well as stories
about the alleged sexual
abuse of Jewish women con-
tinue to haunt Netanyahu
and his countrymen. For
them, their national self-
respect has suffered a sav-
age blow with unpredictable
long-term consequences

Israelis, who look at
themselves in the mirror
every moming, have every
reason o wonder how their
enemies still mock them,
perhaps, even rubbing
their hands with satisfac-
tion at the onee invincible

superpower  that  was
briefly brought o its knees
in October 2023,

How Canadas US complexis straining its ties with India

KP NAYAR
STRATEGIC AMALYST

covered Canada for
almost 15 years as a
foreign  cormespon-
dent. Canadians have
o complex about their
neighbour,  the United
States. They are unable to
get over this complex, that
they are an infierior cousin of
their next-door supe rpower,
although the superior
cousin offers the former pro-
tection and security through
treaties and alliances.

‘The prosperity of both the
US and Canada is inextrica-
sly thed to thedr mutual coop-
eration and deep economic
collaboration. Yet, it con-
stantly troubles the Canadi-
ans that the entire world
treats the US and Canada
differently. They want to be
equals, whichthey are not. It
is similar to the inferiority
complex that some South
Asian  neighbours  have
about a mightier, rcher
India with global influence.

In the current spat over

the killing of Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, this is an
important  psychological

input that the India has not
taken inlo account in its
dealings with Prime Minis-

ter Justin Trudeou and his
fedlow Liberal politicians. It
has rankled many Canadi-
ans since the start of the
Nijjar episode, that India
has treated the US allega-
tions about an alleged mur-
der plot against Gurpat.
want Singh Pannun quite
differently from the kiling
outside the Surrey gurd-
wara. It is counter-produc-
tive lo impress upon Ottowa
that the US has supplied
evidence to India while
Canada has not.

Thiz inferiority complex
about the U'S became appar-

ent from the moment [
walked into Canada's
embassy in the US to get my

work visa for Ottawa, while I
was a resident in Washing-
ton. The consular official
todd me that my work visa
for Canada would be co-ter
minus with my US media
viza, Weird, I thought.

The second time [ applied
for a Canadian visa, another
official old me — out of the
llue — that Canada isa sov-
ereign country and that the
duration of my US visa
would have no bearing on
Canada. 1 was granted a five-
yearwork visa, much longer
than the validity of my US
mudia visa, Looking back,
the two incidents are indica-
tive of how Ottawa has tied
itsell up in knots over ils
stand on the Nijjar killing
and the spiralling descent in
bilateral relations.

I have mel numerous
people across Canada —

SPIRAL: Ottaa

from British Columbia on
the Pacific coast to New-
foundland on the Atlantic
coast — whowant to livein
the US. Itis a safe assump-
tion that for a huge num-
ber of Canadians, the other
side of the American bor-
der is the promized land.
However, unlike Mexicans,
who flood the US border or
sneak across it, Canadians
simply don't behave in the
same way because they are
farricher The compulsions
which persuade Mexicans
to risk their lives simply
don't exist in Canada. Yet,
the desire remains and is
all-pervasive, which adds
to the Canadian complex
about the US,

Even Canadians who
ought to know better do
not think better. A Canadi-

Righaly. 11 O4F chance, 13 Fair copy. 14 Abandan, 16 On bane. 19 Ahead,
30 Zeus. 23 Ape.

[tconstantly
roubles the
Canadians that the
entire world treats
the USand Canada

differently. They
want o beequals,
which theyare not.

upin knots over tsstandonthe Njar kiling reues

an diplomat in Washingion
once told me that the US
had permitted only a
dozen Canadian  con-
sulates to open in the US,
compared to 50 Mexican
consulates. To suggest that
the Americans treal Mexi-
o better than Canada is
the height of this complex.

It does not help that for
Indian students, the US
remaing the first choice
for higher studies, barring
very few universities of
excellence, like McGill in
Montreal. Thousands of
H1-B visa-holders have
become permanent resi-
dents of Canada only to
sbandon it and move to
the US once they get their
green  cards.  Canada’s
immigration planners feel
cheated when these quali-

fied Indians migrate,
because Canada does has a
population shortage.
Cansda obviously doesn't
like it when potential
immigrants useitonly as a
stop-gap until they can
permanently move across
to the border.

Walking along the beau-
tiful riverfront of Windsor,

Ontario, I have watched
Canadian  citizens
including my European

relatives who have lived in
Windsor for half o century

- look wistfully at the
seedy areas across the
Detroit river with regret
writ large on th
Former US Presid
ald Trump recent|
aged Detroit as a “Third
World” eity, but that is
where my Euro-Canadian
relatives would rather be,
instead of the much bet-
ter-off Windsor.

Inadians are mow making a
mistake in believing they
are being singled out for
whining over Nijar's
killing. When Canada lost
its election bid to the UN
Security Council in 2020, it
could not believe that it had
been spurned by the inter-
national communi for
the second Lime in a row.
India won that election for
the Asian seat.

Trudeau does not realise
that being sanctimonious
does not pay. His ongoing
quarrel with New Delhi is
the most recent example
In 2011, Conada picked a

fight with the UAE, when
the Emiratis closed a Cana-
dian military base,
imposed visa restrictions
on Canaclian passport-hold-
ers and even refused to
allow a plane carrying the
Canadian Defence Minister
to land in the UAE. Seven
years later, Canada made
peace with the UAE by
granting more flying rights
to Emirati flag carriers.

Canada's lobby in India is
made up of people whose
ambition is to emigrate to
that country at the first
opportunity. The Indian
lobby in Cansda has been
ineffective. Otherwise, bet-
ter sense may have pre
vailed and stopped the
ongoing downward spiral
in relutions.

The Inclia-US nuchear deal
would not have come about if
it had not been for an influen-
tial Indian lobby in the US,
Viceversa, the US lobby in
India helped transform the
bilateral defence relations hip.
Similarly, the Isroel lobby in
India and the American- Jew
ish lobby have ensured that
Israel-Inclin relations have
galloped forward in the last
three decades.

The Nijar episode has
shown that few Indians are
willing to stand up for Cana-
da and vice-versa, As their
two defests at the UN
demonstrated, shared val
ues alone will not guarantes
good relations. Canadians
st rea lise that this istrue
with India too
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22 Bum n||l|lu~| Riquid (5) 18 Bring legal 8 5 s 3 5i a7
24 Nowice (%) proceedings agaimi (%) rsa
27 Exaggerate (%) 20 Incudk (7) 6 1 9 2 OCTOBER 21, 2024, MONDAY Dharamsala 28
R i B adta W Shaka Samvat 1946 | Manali 22
Snowman’ (4) 25 Coolaess in danger (5) B Asshwin Shaka 28 | Shimia 23
50 S hrewd walchfulness (7.5 | 26 Uselessi4) 9 5 7 W Ktk Parvishbo 5 Srinagar 26
Saturday's solution W 148 Jammu 3
Acrons: | Prosakc. § Price, 8 Take amiss, 9 Tug, 10 Pocd, 12 Imalent. 14 5 9 s 8 W Krisfna Paksha Tahi 5, up lo 2.30 am Kargh 26
Adtray, 13 Melody, 17 Adherent. I8 | Din, 22 O average M W Varlyan Yoga upto 11,11 am Leh 13
el 24
Nealy, 2 |ae..r:u \ . : s 2 3 4 W Rohini Nakshaka up o 851 am Dehradun 30
Downe | Put-up. 2 Oak, 3 Away, 4 Client, § Pass over. 6 In the moad, 7 Nakshaka 1 108,51 am v [

8 Man enkers Geminl 5 8,15 pm
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WorbDLY WISE

DIPLOMACY 1S A GAME OF CHE

IN WHICH

THE NATIONS ARE CHECKMATED,
— KARL KRAUS

ThelndianEXPRESS A new accord for Assam

@ Founpen By =

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

INTELLIGENCE QUESTIONS

On Pannun case, Washington's approach is self-righteous and
disappointing, But for India, the real challenge lies at home

[HE LS INDICTMENT of a f Inchian official, Vikash Yaday, on cf con-

spiracy to murder an American citizen, Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, in the sum-

mierof 2023, sets the stage for the trialin US courts, The naming of Yaday and the

Itis needed — to assuage cultural and linguistic concerns

ALOK PRASANNA KUMAR

“THE SUPREME COLIRT disd the right thing in
holding Section 64 of the Citizenship Act,
1955, constiutionally valid, In doing so, it
has also continued an unhappy status quo.
This is net a contradiction but a reflection of
the licated history of Sectbon GA and

FRI leoskout notice for him fallowed the visitof the Ind iry committecto
chi this month, The was formed .tﬂu the US mlluwmwwm- u:m
Ieatmd bo Dol | it part, Inchi had deck
is not government policy, even as it kept its promise to examine the evidence proffered by
the LIS gove mment and take necessary action. If India had hoped that :Inmprr.lwc .II:

what the petitioners challenging it were
hoping to achieve,

Concern over demographic change in
.ﬂ«am has a lung hlm:ry Iwn a5 thc

ke would result in auiet American handling of this incident, Delhi stands rc|:rmn:.1tlumwrc eceived from Assam
T o askingth ssam be limited to
Many in India see the American tial miedia leaks and out- A».uncwwﬁr‘\km only and not migrant
rage in Washington as rank wpocrisy from a mmtlrywlth.mcxp.\nslw record of murder Bengali concerms re-
and violenoe inother countries, Worse still, Washi i ngnise the broader con- duml.nlnlductnalumlhunlrrmlsllnglx‘-
et = the p i el 15 Khali d separatisminCanadaand tween India and then) East Pakistan, it flared
the US over the | Jecades. Although th li di gregious, the LIS upinaviakent upeisingin the 19705 and 19605
—— P h \ \cted, but Dedhl onthepp reasing numbe ..::I
i wanlikely to hand him over to Washington. India has mnn.-lhan G0 exctradition requests 1rr;unmwﬂmnﬂarlnh - R
pm:l-lu with the LIS, including those lha' D.\\ml Headbey, involved in organising the 2008 As ﬂ-ﬁ" of the mm Accord and in an of-

Torattacks. Itis that
R

legadistic and self- ﬂghlmuun
goodwillin India for the LS relationst
lh.u has been generated Ihruugh sustained political and diplomatic efforts over the I.n:
epuarter of a century, Optimists would say India-US relations have seen worse and that this
too shall pass. But pessimists are right toworry about its impact on bil,  relati

Tort to being peace

introduced to create an exclusive citizenship
regime for Assam. It granted citizenship to
everyone who became a resident of Assam
Mwmn IEF:D .wl Ifmll alluwul.\wlmvy

“The challenge for Delhi, thowgh, lies at home. There must be serious reflection on the
Broader political and reputational costs from the Pannun episode, There is much greater
international muhm- m even in friendly countries, on the activities of Indian diplo-

1\mryillmlwl>c:wn 1966 and I"l;“ v
thase who came Into Assam Illcg.illyal:rr
M.m‘h 25,1971, would be considered illegal

matic with the growing diasporic thes. If
the Yaclav story is a rogue al}‘\lr. there is an urgent need for Delhi to nail down its sources
and prevent similar acts in the future. Rather than get into a defensive crouch amidst the
dribs andl drabs of information that will fow out of the Yadav trial in the LS, Delhi necds
o taloe the political class and the broader public into confidence on the episode. That ks

the best Imla\nrlc{cmcmmu the smw:ru;usanrlcmrllanpmsumnn the Ndj.nr.m:l
Pannun cases, Dcllu 1

appointahigh-level

and therefore not eligible o ap-
ply for citizenship, Section 64 was not astand-
4\Iunr pm\-lslun— Itwmumm«lmlu-p.m
ermment to identify and deport Iilcg.ﬂ n‘u
grants from Assarm,

Decades after Section GA was introduced
into Liw, organisations from Assam wanted
Iuhmnl «uckrlnwu.arpulng:hal treated

ty from the rest of India by be-

the Yadav affair, outline concrebe g s fi pmmupulnwndnmmu
tional igh "ulntlun aprmcsThlm A fora by

i yeffart to develop a clear lega forthe intell \mmlu.uullay
:Im.\-n norms and | dures for their ac bility. For all their “anti-i theet-

orlc, Indian puhtlul parties have been quite comfortable in perststing with the inherited
colonial framewaork that guides these agencies, Time for the political class towake upand
democratise the intelligence apparatus.

WATER IN COMMON

Report of Global Commission on the Economics of Water isa
message to countries forbettermanagementof stressed aquifers
MAJOR of hydrological Aucled that the ghobal
water crisis could spiral out of control if urgent remedial measures are not
unelertalen. Set up by the Netherlands in 2022, the Global Commission on
the Economics of W\lrrdraws on the ﬂnrllnp‘ of leading sclentists and

ather exper linggof the of aquifers
Idwide. The C s leased last week, warns that more than half of the
workd' | product] {lled i countries do not find better ways to man-

.ugrw.uermuu.un The erisiscould shave ofT & percent of the global GDP by 2050, with
poor countries facinga 15 per cent loss, The panel reckons that the “demand for freshwa-
ter will outstrip supply by 40 per cent by the end of the decade.” In fact, as the report un-

galising Hlegal immigrants between 1950 to
1971 ancl that the eut-off date for getting cit-

inline with the constitutional value of fraternity

In upholding Section A, the
judges in the majority are
keenly aware that Section 6A
is woven into the larger
Asgam Accord and
attempting to undo one
thread (even assuming the
arguments of the petitioners
are valid) would be a judicial
unravelling of what is
essentially a political
settlement. The Court
acknowledges that Indian
federalism is sufficiently
flexible to allow for the
Union to have diff
relatiomships with different
states, keeping inmind the
cecls and history of
court is also aware
that striking down Section
GA in s entirety would
render alarge number of
people in Assam stateless,
and though it does not
explicitly say so, this is
clearly a consideration that
has weighed on its mind.

Izenship should be the same across the coun-
try. Among the challenges to the provisions
of Section 6A, two novel arguments were
madhe — one that Section GAviolated the cul-
tural and linguistic rights of the people of
ﬂ\mmmu.\ran:ml under Article N]l:y .1I-

iying il egal immigrants and border fencing.
Wi have been down this path before. The
court involved itsell deeply in the National
Register of Cittzens exerelse in Assam, only to
createa new set of problems,
Thecourt-monitored NRC exercise which

I iy u‘ttlr 1

weas supposed o dentify alllimcwhn\wrc
dd not trace

mh@m:lmuhal 1k

overa period of time.

By a majority of 4-1, the Supreme Court
dismissed the challenges and upheld the con-
stitutional validity of Section 64, The magority
glgmcnlyrlrllwmlhyclucljusllmnl India

andrachud and Justice Surya Kant reject
all the arguments rased against Section GA.
The minority opinion of Justice JB Pardiwala
accepts Ihc ﬁm:nd argument and holds

thrlr.mxwrytn wnmwhnmmmm
before March 25, 1971 ) has identified 19 Lakh
residents (or 5.77 per cont of Assam’s popu-
lation} as potential non-citizens, Contrary to
popular perceptions, thm' inchade Hlndus.
Muslirms, Ass

ers, tribal peaples and mw others, A large
number of those excluded are married
women who could not produce documents
either I>musc they didn't have them or be-

I, but anly from the
date of the judgment. His opinion, however,
does not disturb the citizenship of those who
have already applied for or received the ben-
efit un:lrrsmmm

nents vwere lost in floods and
other catastrophes.
Contrary to what the Chief Minister of
Assamsaic, even the Hindus among those keft
nutmllm:lu-ahhtnm the Iu-ncﬂ:ulmply

fier the Citizenshi

tion G, th
magority ane keenly aware that Section 64 is
woven into the larger Assam Accord and at-

drment Act, 2019, Thisis bec. ause they will not
I>c able lmlum:lwy came l‘mm liaru;l.ulrsh

tempting o unulumw hread | T

1
biefore t} i

ingth it arevalidd)
wuuldhc.ljwhlal unr.m-llmul what ises-
sentially a palitical setthement, The Court ac-
knnwlcdgm hat Incian federalism is suffi-

ndment have

tary proof at all, it s likely that moest people
left et &l the NRC were actually borm i Indla
mlllu-rmmpmlhlhry of them being depo-

bl bo allow for the L

rllflm'nl relationships with different states,

lesh or any country.
I..mlng uhal.vgcmnnhrrnl |>m|ir.md

leeeping in mind the unigue 1s anel his-
tory of each, The court |s alsoaware that strik-
Il o B (s et i

der a large number of people in Assam
stateless, and though it docs not cxplicitly say
50, this is clearly a consideration that has
welghed on s mind.

Nonetheless, even while upholding
Section GA, the Supreme Court seems to want
to get fesell nvolved in the minutiae of iden-

their
feasible or desirable, Thcjtuhl.wnm: nI-
fer a wary forwared on this and it is once again
for pulltln'al leacers to step up to offer Assam
anew accord —one that assuages cubtural and
linguistic concerns in line with the constitu-
tHonal vahee of fratemity.

The writer s a co-founder af the Vidhi Cemtre
for Lisgal Policy. Views are personal

THE DIGITAL WAY FORWARD

Impact assessment studies can ensure digital public goods are accessible, inclusive

MAaNSTKEDIA AND SRUTHI VANGURI

THE ADOPTION OF the Glabal Digital
Compact (GDC) at the UN Summit on
September 22, 2024, officially marks the be-
j:lnnmg of a peried nlglnlml muilti-stake-
holder cooperation in digital g It
Is a commitment by the 193- -member UN
General Assembly to ensure that the destgn,

use, and governance of technology benefits
all, It follows the multi-phase Universal
15 for Digital Public Infrastructune

derlines, a large part of the Third Waorld ks already water-stressed. Every d, han
LOOD ehildren die, maost of them in sconomically poor countries, from the lack of access
o safe water, The panel urges countries to rethink how water is regarded: As a global
comimon good, not as an enclessly rcncwahlr muuuc

(0P} initiative, lunched in 2023 by the Office
of the UN Secretary-General's Envoy on
Technobogy (OSET) and the United Nations
Development Program [LINDP),

Several of the report's conclusi | i for mare Inchia, through its G20 presidency, main-
than adecade now, The links b lasidli | Jent water use in agri- streamed the idea of DPEs as an instrument
culture, forinstance, lu\wbrcnwcllﬂtwllwml in i, for instance. Yet, gavermments toaccelerate the pace of economic ‘|M‘|Dﬁc
have rarely he palitical e thi touse water prudently. :a::d<I.nrprat:qul.uI:Icn::typmgmmmc
Stmilarhy, inc tooare lised for polluting water. About BO per cent of the Aadhaar, and the highest volume of real-time
wmrw.ucr;prnrr.ur:l by mrluatnn wordwide is not myﬂcd:lw panel reveals. digital payments (list recorded at 14.96 bil-

Despi nes w-ﬂ-ﬂﬂ‘ hereisnoglobal systern Tion for the month of August), India has been
Torwater, The LN has hebd only one Inthe past S0 years. The C sl at the forefront af global dialogees on DPs.

uggests aj.;lul:.ﬂ p.:d lu conserve water, For that to Iuppm huwmr.wumlrs st
weak its fiscliny Fori thed i 1l st those
nwnlncswhm‘ nchm e Thisunder-
standing should be qualified because inter-state water disputes are a major policymak-
ing challenge within India, In other words, countries lke India wnuld need to find better
Ive conflicts over aquifers within their borders b hinldng of a global pact.

The trouble also ks that analyses by planning agencles often do not find .tdmualc reso-
nanee in policymalking. In India, the NITI Aayog's report of 2008 on the perlous state of
groundwater is acase in point. The Global Commission on the Economibces of Water report
shaould be a message that such imperatives cannot be postponed for long,

water flow outsicl

Freeze FRAME E P Unny

Howewver, the DP eupharta is now expand-
ing longitsdinally — the World Bank's ID4D
(Mdentity for Development ) is suppaorting
nearly 60 countries, rzr'hmlglmnugmmn
ment-tc- )isin3!
and India’s not- for-profit |I‘|l||.l|\rc Modular
Open Source Identity Platform (MOSIP) is
working with 11 countries, Given its poten-
IImI(urm\IaI:IIIty the UN's safeguard framse-
upc.w w«huhwm hthqht
y manage
Ihcrlrpluymm ol DPts,
s OF and DP-type initiatives spread
Toundationally and sectorally inIndia, impact
firect iyl

wers,notonly ‘ but als i

design improverments, and ensure that DPts
remain accessible, inclusive, and effective.
Without such an assessment, governments
risk investing in infrastructure ecosystems

Initial evidence suggests that

that rmay net fully serve thelr intended p
5, urwum.mrhlrmuilmlmrwﬁl;

Hes. Initial evidenoe suggests that DPts

.u.tlywtlnma.\lamluslnnmlmlul-l.mk.w-

i s thiere {8 miich togain fi

ancnymised granular insights: Data that can
b analysed to reveal whe s benefiting, who
15 left biehing, and why. rhlmnul to exclide

markets and g

counts for ads 25 percent
I 2008 to mire than B0 per cent in the past
st years, with wormen owning 56 per cent of
these accounts, The value of digital transac-
thons reached nearly 50 per cent ul'lmll.n ]

To overcome these nh.ﬂlrmm and make
Impact assessments routine for DPs in Inclia,
we propose 30s — design, data, and dialogue,
The first step is to integrate impact assess-

nominal GOPin 202223, and enab

to credit through pre-sanctioned Imns on
UL However, beneath these macro-level
achievements lie deeper questions about
how DPls affect citizens' livelihoods, income,
physical well-being, and social agency.
Deconstructing this causality, where one can
draw a direct link between, say, UM and in-

DPIs have catalysed
financial inclusion in India.
Bank accounts for adults
increased from 25 per cent in
2008 to more than B0 per
cent in the past six years,
with women owning 56 per
cent of these accounts, The
value of digital transactions
reached nearly 50 per cent of
India®s nominal GDP in
2022:23, andd enablied access
to eredit through pre-
sanctioned loans on UPL
However, beneath these
macroelevel achievements lie
deeper questions about how

soels, ineome, |\|:)h|m1
well-being, and social agency.

come, is already quite difficult, and in the ab-
sence of granular intersectional data almost
impaossible, Besides, DP1s also have an impact
on the private sector and government, both
as users and providers of technology.
One of the biggest hurdles in condhcting
impact assessments is the lack of data.
Tmu:ru;.nItu\n}wlurclynn(mlurmu-

ment h in the design of DPls,
muich lilee privacy or security, Systems should
be designed with the ability to collect data
that enable impact assessments, forming a
continuous feedback loop, The second is to
make data available through trusted and
well-governed mechanksms. Most govern-
ment agencies err on the side of minimisa-
thon, which can compromise quality of as-
sessments over data misuse, Budlding trust
with citizens and the private sector through
well-designed data colbection systems can
make high quality assessments possible,
Technical desigrs will also be important for
data discoverability and use. Finally, foster-
Ing adialogue mwsl.\h-hnldmmdl:ull:l-

s, such a
Aadhaar, the total numbcr ur’tr.mnulnm
processed through LIPL or the mumber of Jan
Dhan accounts, this data alone does not pro-
vide an adequate reflection of impact. Dataon
socio-economic background of users, fre-
quency uI usage, oF I:rh.w:uural changes
ant—

ﬁ.r:nstm. ndllurvhlm\-lurMu-H\chﬂ-

Ingacor v third party as-
sessment agencies, policy makers, private
sector and chvil saciety can drive cwnership,
Estabiishing protocols for engagement will
enable participative governanee and improve
overall accountability,

India’s confidence in DPs is not mis-
placed. However, by emphasising on impact
assessments and Institutionalising the

enabiled lending increased or d
temic risk, Intersectional data ls important o
examine how demographic Gctors like gen-
der, income and education interact to shape
outeomes. Canwe quantily UPUseffect onthe
financial independence of rural women?
uch of what we read is anecdotal evidence,
not systematic or data-driven, While privacy
and security concermns related to data collec-

process, tive and timely action, where
necessary, can be talen, This wall help accom-
plish the promise of DPIs in not only trans-
forming economies, but millions of lves, The
Jourmney has begun well, but it's ondy half dome,

Kieeliia ds Senfor Fellow, ICRIER and Vangurt is
Research Assistant, ICRIER.
Views are personal

OcTOBER 21,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

DEVELOPMENT BOARD

presidency of Charan Singh, Lok Dal presi-
rlrnt Iul\glu the tungm,il] in the coming

THE PRESIDENT ISSUED an ordi nsti-
tuting the statutory board for controlling land
use and preventing haphazard development
of the National Capétal Region {NCR)L The or-
dinance was promised by Worles and Housing
Minister Buta Singh recently after pressure
froam the Chiel Executive Councillor of Delhi,
Jagz Pravesh Chandra, The board will have 21
members with the Works and Housing
Minsister as chairman,

NEW PARTY LAUNCHED
A NEW PARTY will be launched under the

ition parties likely
tnjumthrnmwn)\hslrlmlwh:kmlm
the DSP led by H N Bahuguna and the
Rasheriya Congress led by Ratubhai Adank.
Some Janata Party leaders are also likely to
Jodn the party.

PM's WARNING

WHILE CALLING UPON Conjiressimen to siitk
thelr differences at all Irwlmndlumr unity
as they “do
qulmucr fi

j madea frontal

for what she described as “artificial unity”,
whichwas “dangerous for the country”, Mrs
Gandhi was addressing a general body meet-
I of the Pradesh Congress (1) Committee.

’
VAIPEYT'S APPOINTMENT
SENIOR 1AS OFFICERS of the Delhi
Administration have seriously resented the
appotntment of S C Vagpeyi as Chief Secretary,
albeit temporarily. They are resenting on the
o ehat Vigpeyl, placed in the 1AS i 1961
and currently holding the rank of Joint
Secretary, has superseded at least half a

I ajgees, boir of them of Additienal

attach  theirefforts

4 senior in service,

Secretary
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rawa to Delhi

Both Canada and India have to reckon with the glaring contradictions that characterise their respective
societies and states, and sitting on the high horse of honour doesn't do them any favours

AMIT JULKA

THE LATEST INDO-CAMADIAN diplomatic
fracas has once again revealed the blow-
cald-blow-colder nature of bilateral ties,
Pundits on bath sides are recycling familiar
rhetoric. In Canada, the coming election has
meant that partisan lines are being drawn,
and ironically, the Liberals are trying to play
the patriotic card by acting tough and acous-
ingthe Conservative Party of beingin cahoats
with the Narendra Modi government.
Ieamwhile, in New Defhd, breathless anchors
tingz, “Hiw
cuse us of doing this" Enll.ovwclb,tas‘.hghtly
softer, “but evenif e did it, they had it com-
ing", There is plenty to critique in this cha-
rade, but let us [nok away from the immedi-
ate to the more structural factors at play.
While Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau's actions may seem sudden, or sim-
plv a cynical electoral ploy, they have to be
understond in the context of deeper forces
at play within Canadian society. Amid rising
inflation and shrinking employment, anti-
Indian racism is rising in Canada and the
‘West. Social media, and especially genera-
tive Al, has acted as a catalyst. Falmlmagus
{ordeep which show
ing on Canadian streets, or Indian men be-
ing generally dirty, smelly, and sexually ag-
gressive towards Canadian (white) women,
ame being shared online. This has also led to

the p
jeet” being used for Indian men, These
stereotypes  are being wielded and
ections of G i it
to criticise Trudeau's immigration policy.
Since it cannot give back in the same racist
i, Trudeaw's Liberal Party seems to have
used national sovereignty vis-a-vis the
Indian government ruassumls tough image
to counter the Con

["How come lsrael is allowed to do what it
wants™), but they must remember that de-
spite the dl:pulmclsud language of “inter-

owever, e-  ests”and ™ that is loved by
gardlcsoftlmfac:thaﬂludcaukamuns ﬂ\cmmmunhrlah race, empun: and capital
the Indian  form mational pol-

may have been

povernment and not “Indians” per se, they

itics. They are in the in-group, we arein the

may open aracial F baxe in Canada.

Lt .
This b f the coin,

ing end of direct and indirect forms of prej-
udice. This may impact both Indian citizens
inCanada aswell asCanadians of Indian ori-
Ein — as racists seldom observe nuance in
these matters. To make matters worse, the
hyper-nationalist online discourse emerg-
ing from India doesn't help, as the much-
trumpeted superpower status becomes the
target of derision and scom,

the political context in India, India's own re-
sponse has to be seen in a wider context of
what [ term “Israel envy”. For decades,
India's self-styled security experts have
been afflicted by the fantasy that one day,
India coubd be just like Israe] — kill whoever
it wants, wherever it wants, whether ghar
mein ghuss ke or elsewhere, While the ac-
tual efficacy of this policy i is up lur dcbam

While race may seem far
thewarld of diplomacy, one needs to keep
in mind that like the United States, Canada
toowas built on a bedrock of Anglo-Saxon
‘domination and the viclent erasure of na-
tive communities. Despiwthucmmdurahlu

itdoes yield handsomr

This domestication of foreign policy also
means that diplomacy becomes ameans to
uphold national honour and avenge any
slights. And, much like in Trudeau’s case. it
helps the ruling party. However, the slnn

progress the country
clusion, whiteness is as much a structural
feature of domestic society in Canada, as it
is for alliances such as the Five Eyes which,
not codncidentally, comprises countries that
share the Anglo-Saxon bond, The other fac-
tor at play is the protection afforded by the
American imperial umbrella, Thus, Indians
may fume about Weestern double standards

coming of an h that
the long-term ramifications, such as the im-
pact of such a stance on India's sizable im-
migrant inCanada, are not con-
sidered. Moreover, the current crisis can
also have domestic repercussions — so
while alficial discourse may only name
Khalistanis as a threat, ritarian forces
may be all too eager to conflate Khalistanis

While Canadian Prime

Minister Justin Trudeau’s

actions may seem sudden, or

simply a cynical electoral ploy,

they have to be understood in

the' context of deeper fomeq at
thin € -

q]\mllungemploym_nt anti-
Indian racism is risi
Canada and the West. Social
media, and especially
generative AL has acted as a
catalyst. Fake images (or deep
fakes), which show Indians
excreting on Canadian
streets, or Indian men being
generally dirty, smelly, and
sexually aggressive towards
Canadian (white) women, are
being shared online.

R Sasikumar

with Sikhs to bolster their politics.

‘On the external front, for reasons men-
tioned previousky, India does not enjoy the
same standard of impunity — it can do a
Balakot against Pakistan all itwants, but play-
ing Agent Vinod in the imperial core does
have consequences, So, while the United
States may continue to be friendly towards
India, it may subtly allow Canada to do the
dirty work on its behalf, As some have ob-

rvm:l the l:lm:lul |ntcl||genm that the

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Israel will never see peace if it continues its murderous campaigns in th
ocoupied tervitories, or threatens sovereign states_ Only an end o the genocida
onslaught in Gaza, and the establishment of a viahle Palestinian state, ca

bring peace to the region.

— DAWN, PAKISTAS

A nascent but
welcome thaw

Minister Jaishankar’s visit could be a first step.
How the Modi government responds to Pakistan
inits third term will be instructive

C UDAY BHASKAR

19499, Vajpayee made a historic bus jour
ney across the border to further peace an
amity with a neighbour who had becom
an adwersary.
Hummr even before the |nlu:uuld dr
linary anc
ment, the Pakistan army, led byib thm
chief, General Pervez Musharraf, was em
barking on covert pl. Indian ter

THE VISIT OF Indian External Affairs
Minister (EAM) 5 Jaishankar to [slamabad
for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
meeting of the Heads of Government on
October 16 has led to a nascent but wel-
come thaw in the troubled India-Pakistan
bilateral relationship. The fact that this is
thee first high-level visit hy an L'rldlan rahl-
net minister in nine years is

ritory inthe high Himalayas. The Kargil wa

of 1999 followed, and ever since, there ha
been no meaningful progress toward
restoring trust and amity.

To his credit, Prime Minister Narendr
Mlodi, in his first term, sought to improw
ties with Pakistan and made a dramati
visit in December 2015 to Lahore, But |
was an impulsive i in itiative that did no

the total Lack of political contact butwm
the two neighbours inrecent years,

While the visit was not expected mad-
dress any of the long-standing hilateral is-
sues that have been festering — some for
decades, going back to October 1947 — the
fact that the Jaishankar visit did not lead
to any acrimonious India-Pakistan ex-
changes, as was the case in the SC0 meet-
ing in Goa in May 2023, is symbaolic of the
positive amhbience of the EAM's visit. In the
current visit there was no discordant ref-
erence to Kashmir or the abrogation of
Artiche 370 by the host nation and this was
a positive augury.

During his visit, apart from the formal

S0

national statement, Jaishankar met with his
Pakistani counterpart, Ishag Dar, who s also
the Deputy Prime Minister and a close aide
of former Pakistan PM Mawaz Sharif. The

lead to any peace outrome. |
anything, the deep state in Rawalpindi wa
emboldened to tum on the terror tap an

20197 kand th
Balakt air strike that followed place
India’s relations with Pakistan on th
back burner,

India has since held Pakistan’s fee
to the fire over its support to jihad
terror groups and in September at th
UNGA, Jaishankar had castigated it fo

g kerrorism.

Against this hackedrop, Jaishankar's vis
with its positive reverberations, is a slen
dnrsﬂmrllmngmawrydad:clcmd Hov

1 Pakista
and related electoral compulsions in it
third term will be instructive. On curren
evidence, when Delhi is dealing with othe
diplomatic challenges (with Canada anc
to an extent, the US), an improvement i
bilateral relations with Pakistan will have

two ministers met on the sideli fthe
SO0 meeting in a convivial manner, over
lunch and dinner — and predi  these
images were splashed i in the audm-'vmlal

positive impact on

At the 500 meeting that include
Chinese PM Li Qiang, Jaishankar high
lighted the commaon challenge lan:inga'

miedlia and on soc — combating SEpa

What amused immense interest in lahsm and extremism. A subtle signal b
bathe i ion that some limCIuna Paki onomi
form of cricketing ties could be i Corridor chueded. Evolving acon

Pakistan is scheduled to host the
Champions Trophy in February 2025 and
getting India to participate ina venue like
Lahore would be a tremendous fillip to
Pakistan's image, its cricket coffers and
could restore the people-to-people con-
tactamong nullluns a(cmhuslmcmdmt
fans in bath Cricket an

hc impossible without intelligence inputs
from the Five Eyes. Essentially, the message
for India is, "You are our friend, but don't get
‘oo big for your boots™,

‘Where does all of this leave us? Foreign
policy experts usually have useful policy
prescriptions. Since [ don’t have those, T will
end with a sobering reality check. Both
Canada and India have to reckon with the
laring contradictions that characterise their
respective societies and states, and sitting
«on the high horse of honour doesn't do them
any favours. Tit-| for tat politics, whilst -

amazing degree of mall ility in India-
Pakistan ties, however frigid they may be.
However, the Indian foreign ministry
denied the reports about cricket being
discussed and the emphasis was on
“pleasantries” exchanged,

sensual approach would be a majo
achiewement but that appears elusive fo
now. The deep state in Pakistan that is in
wested injihadi terror isboth lnm\]lmgan
from providin

support to these groups and China, whil
being cognisant of the reality has chose
toturna blind eye, as lomg as its own inter
ests im Xinjiang are not adversely affectec
While the Jaishankar visit points to th
possibility of 2 more abiding thaw in th
otherwise arid bilateral relationship, mucd
will depend on how the [slamabad
incli power brokers (political an

At the official kevel, both sides are pro- Iy beck
coeding wi i i id  ons Dy t !
any hype about a breakthrough and have dnmmlnbbmstha(amuppuscdmasuh
gone to great lengths oo isetothe  stanti inthe India-Pakista

media that the conversations were “ca-
sual”, Sources have been quoted to reiter-

bllamn]mpnmhu:dlu.ﬁ:ﬂthmlsn

there i |

ate the poimt that the Jai Dar con-

fusl fior

were v and “need

etal repercussions and pundits slmllg in
Ottawa and New Delhi would be wise 1o
remember this,

The writer is assistant professor of
| Relations, Ash sity.
Views are personal

ANAND KRISHNAN

How not to check pollution

Accurate data is first step to solving problem, Let's not fight the numbers

ITISTHAT time of the year again when the air

treated as acceptable and one on air
s - 4

Iutant chemicals known ), consistency | mul-

estimation for major public health problems

to be thought through™ on both sides, The
reason for this caution is valid, for there

cross that b illed the bil 1

tlnnshipandﬂlzmchinirmwarﬂm

mity has invariably triumphed.
mhmsﬂmd!]ldnnhr Diar“ca

India-Pakistan bilateral relationship. The
experience of PM Atal Bibari Vajpayee mer-
its recall, After the May 1998 nuclear
weapon tests by India and Pakistan, both
nations agreed to a Lahore Acoord inearly

sual ¢ ” on the sidelines of th
S0 wias the first step towards a dialogu
— however sullen.

The writer is director, Saciety for Polic
Seudies, Mew Delk

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AN UNWISE MOVE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Not a
smart hike'{E, October 19), The price of
wheat in the international and domes-

tic market is less than it was in 2023-
20124 This has not satisfied the demands

TREAD CAREFULLY

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘In danger-
ous territory’(IE. October 19). The armest
of Indian official Vikash Yaday has esca-

and the US. Yadav's indictment under-

pollution issue takes centre stage in discus- — pol ? tiple studies done in different populations asdus]sacmtlnuunscycle ﬂnslsmm- ofthefarmer forlegal  scores' tstar
sions and newspapers. Despite the surfeit of tobacco smoke and air pollution  show similar findings), temporal relation-  vestment of the Support i Mllegationsof

B thesituation  consistc iple chemicals and ship (exposure precedes the disease)l Thus,  must make, Price, To increase the profit ginof  trajudicial plot targeting
remains the same. While the problem iswell  whichcan iple di One un- hunanrmkmlu]npca]pamtufvmllﬂe The minister listed many steps taken by farmers, input costs of sowing crops  Gurpatwant Singh Pannun on LS sodl
acknowledged, especially its impact on  derstands that [0 wairpol-  the 1o show that i is cognisant should be substantially reduced. have sent shockwaves through diplo-

Ivealth, the solutions are not that easy tofind.

S0, itis surprising that in July, the Minister
of State for Health told the Rajya Sabha that
there is no conchusive data in the country o
establish a direct correlation between
death/discase due to air pollution. This was
in response to a question which cited an es-
timate of mortality. Seven per cent of daily
dizaths in magor citkes can be attributed toair

pollution. Suhsequ:ll:ly she went on to list

baccois perceived to be at :Mprrmllml
while exposure to.air polhution [s at the pop-
ulation level. This does introduce additional
and statistical chall
Also, while the strength of association is
muchstronger for tobacco than air pollution,
the exposure is at a much larger level for air
pollution. There is no acceptable scientific
range for exposure to tobacco, while for air
pollution we have some degree of acoept-
ance, gn!mu'ﬂlm state of dwdupm

Im(m e estimated.

This does not mean that | am endorsing
the above estimates. A critical appraisal of
that estimate should occur in the academic
domain. All estimates can be criticised as
they imvariably involve some assumptions
and generalisations. As in the case of other
public health problems, there will be mamy

p
estimates using different methods. The dif-
ferences are because of inherent statistical

W nnalrl!ﬂl
Tution, This has b

clard response o most public health i lswa
= question the data or estimate and list the
steps taken — be it air pollution, the COVID
pandemic, or malmutrition.

The operative word in the minister's re-
SPONSE Was dlmcurziamn asshewent

thai these -ardiac

account for

aswell as data challenges.

other risk factors when they look at associa-
tion with a disease for a specific rl1l: factor.

It is the government's responsibility o
ke mh‘blu'lmc tstlmurnrmpw

There are statistically robust meth o5
timation of the fraction of a discase or death
burden “attributable™ o a particular risk fac-
tor. Thus, while individual deaths cannot be

conditions, cancers etc.) have multiple
causal factors including tobacco, alcohol,
diet, hereditary. and occupation and there-
fore one cannot Lay the blame only on air-
pollution. This assertion would be true for
estimates for any of the above-mentioned
risk factors inchuding tobacco use, But no-
ik 1ated di

attr ir pollution, or for that matter
tobacrn, a5 3 “direct” causative agent, mor-

lic stp!wﬂﬂ‘.hrdla

of the problem and is addressing it. Then why
question the estimate? [t appears that the

Government has to do away with mal-
practices and wastage in PDS where

government is ready o g that air
pollution is a problem that it is addressing,
yet not ready to put a numiber to it. Wiy not
boolk at an estimate as the first step in ourmn-
than as an admission of Gilure to addressic?
There is o doubt that air poliution, ke mal-
nutrition, is a complex public health chal-
lenge that requires an all-of-government. all-
of-society response. Having an estimate of
disease burden is the starting point to get
everyone on board (so that they collude
rather than mllldc I\ The availability of peri-

that is required for such grn-
erated This is to ensure that policy develop-
ment is based on good science and not to
please the global academic world. Thisisalso
mpunam for advocacy and for evaluating

odic
‘we are doing, and where we have ailed. We
‘can modify strategies acoordimghy.

One understands that public perception
is wery important in politics but so is

bidity and mortality at the population level mltmunf of dis-
can be Air: 0N 25 2 popu- easeant d dheathy could gen-
lation-level cause of ¢ d cardi itself and put them in

cular disease satisfies the epidemiological
criveria of causation in terms of dose-re-
spanse (the hwrlhrpullmlun level, the

the publx domain. Experts would then be
free to look at it and suggest improvemnents
‘which can be handled in the next iteration

1 biclogic

more the heath effect
ofthe pol-

of There should be a standing

Why are th

ity st ac

mech: Ihsction. collstion and

Instead of fighting over
numbers, ket us fight the public health
s together,

The writer is a profiessor at the Centre for
Community Medicine at the Al-India
Instirute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi
Views expressed are personal

miatic channets. The LIS decision to pub-

licise these charges suggests mounting
jpressuneon india New Delhs must cane-

New Dielhi

HoOPE IN SOUTH AsIA

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Two
cheers'[IE, October 18], Publicly at least,
apart from short chats with the Palkistan
M, Shehbaz Sharif, and foreign minis-
ter, Ishaq Dar, EAM S Jaishankar is not
known to have had amy meaty comver-
sation aimed at restarting talks be-
tween the South Asian neighbours. Still,
the very fact that Jaishankar visited
Islamabad opens up a tiny window for
India and Pakistan to explore mecha-
nisms to engage with each other.
Sharif's pitch is a non-starter for the SC0
as a bloc; India is opposed to the BRL
which already passes through Pok, If
this week's conclave is amything to go
by, there is hope for the grouping: It
might still escape SAARC's fate

55 Pauil, Nadia

y navigate

Kholcan Das, Kolknta

CHALLENGE FOR PAK

THIS REFERS TO the article, *A kind of
hope'{IE, October 18, Falistan has now
become hostage to the exaremis streak
that it had once incubated. The TTP is
seeking tocanve out meonomous fegions
within the Pashitun arceas. Added to this
is the disproportionate amount of
budget assigned to the Punjab region
while ignoring the other provinces.
Imran Khan's PT1 has alsotaken to amore
pugnaciouws and militant outlook in the
waheufﬂwaﬂqﬁmsdlwd eluc-
tions.
et e ko
-able
portray itself as the undisputed repre-
sentative of the people of Paldstan,
‘Vinary Saroha, New Delhi
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FOR A just transition away from coal, India
will recquire over §1 trillion or Bs 84 Lakh crore

toa PIB press release from March this year,
public sector coal-producing entities alone
employ aworkdoroe of 369,053 indnviduals,
Marry more individuals are employed in the

on eoal, transportation, logistics, ete.

over the next 30 years, according to a study As India grows its renewable energy ca-

h " " pacly : iy — gt

think-tank iForest Forum for  of i ¥ in
i i i Technology). with technology — by
The first-of-it: published last 1P tonot i

wek nstof| thse il foe their b

ing down coal mines and coal plants, along  But such atransition will not be cheap.

with the costs of ensuring socio-economic

stability in coal e Wi with ajust
‘Coal will be central to India's energy mix transition?

for at least another decade Based on of four heavily

from it poses a massive challenge. coal districts in India, and review

‘What will a just’ energy transition look
like?

The term “just” here u:lcrs twan equirahll:

of just transition coonomic plans in South

Africa, Germany and Poland, the study ar-

rived at eight broad cost components.
These |n|:|u|:||: thl: cost of mine closures

and of coal plants

oy, which will keep

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, OCTOBER 21,2024

EXPLAIN]

$1tn over 30 years: the huge cost of prOtlI’lg away from coal

Wi

arrying freshly

to states, and planning costs,

Roughly 48% of the $1 trillion that the
study estimates will be required to meet
thesecosts over the next 30 yearss will goto-

d coal at an open-cast mine in Jharlkhand. sie

in BIRCh ENCIEY. plants and infrastructure will
sts. Most of the pub-

Iu: funding, the study estimated, would be for
nun-mcrg;f oosts surh as suppm'tmgoml—
skilling

o0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

WWWINDIANEXPRESS. COM

If there are of current or ¢

p v relevance that you would like

plained, please write t

(CSR)Funds, for Josecoal mine
mal :I:smns and to support mmmumhcs and mal-pumlt:d plants, while suppomng
will pendent region
cuvrrm ofthe' mrgymsl:’ dtransllm
and fund most new dean energy projects. What did the study of four coal-
districts in India find?

The districts identified were Korba
in Chhattisgarh, Bokaro and Ramgarh

heda
just transition?

Bath developed ar
have adopted legislation or opted for imest-

ment plans with international funding to
phase-down coal use.

South Africa’s Just Energy - FOP4 =TI [ 0]

CLIMATE

Transition Investment Plans
(JET-IP), for instance, will soe it
getting financial support for
phasing down coal from the UK, France,

in and Angul in Odisha, These
were studied to assess their economic
dependence on coal and coal-based indus-
tries, and to estimate the costs
of a just transition.

For instance, it was found
that the coal-based economy
of Bokaro, with its multiple coal
planls and cmc integrated steel plant, con-
it S4% of the district's domes-

Germary, the US, the pean Linion, the
Netherlands, and Denmark, A sum of SO bil-

tic pmdun J'\n:lund 139,000 workers were

wartds green i
infrastructure, which will ha\n:'mn:plau:cml
mines and coal-fired plants,

nfmal warkers lnr new green jobs, and pro-
widing economic support for new buslmscs
that mll replace r.\ld coa

tosupport Africa's 20-year enengy tran-
sition, with $8.5 billion to be supplied in the
2023-2027 pcnn:l Abulk of this will be for
The finance will be

It

fossil-fuel dependent workers and societies.  labour skilling for green jobs, economic di- - Where will a just i provided mlch form of concessional boans,
India s currently the second-largest pro- - wersification in the form of new businesses,  come from? withme T grants,
ducer ofcoal globally, with a vast numberof Lpport, ralgri:m A inati public funding, through — miners. This fund canbe used asa FESOurce, Germany, I'I'II:‘dI'IW]IIh:‘ enacted laws to
people employed in the fceording — energy, for covering loss s and subsidies, vate nents  along with Corporate Social Resp ¥y M Ty 2038, and sanctioned
EXPLAINED E9[3[¢3 FGWT) AGRICULTURE

HOW EARLY HUMANS EVOLVEDTO
EATSTARCH, WHY THAT MATTERS

ASS00N as starch — whether it be in the
form o boiled rice, french fries, or momos
—enters the human mouth, an enzyme in
the saliva starts breaking it down. Thisen-
zyme, known as amylase, was critical for
human evolution, helping the species
adapt to a changing food supply.

Two new studies, one published last
weekin the journal Science and the other
published last month in Nmm have re-

more.

arrying

incided with

Waves.
The first one occurred several Iwn:ln:d

producum of more amylase. Expres

| mining, at coal plants, and
inallied sectors, such as steel and cement.

Afull phase-down of coal in the districe,
the study estimated, will begin after 2040,
It will reguire an outlay of Rs 101 Lakh crore
over the next three decades to rehabilitate
waorkers, repurpose mines, and start green
energy production at locations where coal
plants stand today.

Comeback of krishi in Bharat

The farm sector’s share in employment is rising despite India registering high GDP growth rates in recent
years, reversing a decades-old trend of rural India becoming increasingly less tethered to agriculture

thousand agn,

to the invention of fire, and the second
one came after the agricultural revolu-
tion, only 12,000 years ago.

That said, the studies found nu evi-

dence that hunter-gath,

evolutionary adh\anlagc from havlng o=

Auseful enzyme

I the 19605, scientists discovered that
some people produced extra amylase in
thedr saliva. But it has only been in the past
fiew years that rescarchers have been able
to zero down on the anmlase genes,

Boththe studies cataloged awide range
af, arnylasr copies in people’s DNA. Some

tra amylase genes. This chang
cally about 12,000 years ago. Ilwasthr:n.
at the end of the last ice age, that anum-
ber of societies began domesticating
crops, including starch-rich foods like
wheat, barbey and potatoes.

The studies revealed that DNA con-

taining extra amylase genes became

ich copy of

mo

the past 12,000years

L L people had

more — insome cases, as manyas 11
copics. These numbers were in stark con-
trast to even the closest extant species to
hurmans. Chimpanzees, for instance, also
makearmylasein their saliva, but they carry

aspeople
more likely to survive and reproduce with
the kind of nutrition that was now avail-
able. The study published in Science also
found that extra copies of amylase rose
rapidly in the past few thousand years in

anly a single gene for the enayme. Peru, where potatoes were domesticated
over 5,000 years ago,
History in our mouths
The twa studies looked at fossil evi- ~ Speculation for future

dence for when (and how) humans’ early

ane T L

Ehm:lGuhcumn agcnnlnst at the
tho bed the Science

Their findings inclicated that natural
selection might have started favouring

study, speculated that people today who
have ll:'wn amylasc Eenes may be mone

that

human ancestors with more amylase

1y time humans

began to create and control fire, hun-

dreds of thousands of years ago. This is
because prior o the advent of cooking,
hurmans likely did not consume starch-
rich plants, which would have been

ti-heavy o
He said that more amylase might

prompt people o make more insulin,
which would in turn make them absorb
more sugar from starch. Down the line,
the ﬁndi:qs could point to potential army-
3 2

tough to chew and digest(consider eat-
ing a raw potato).

ENS WITH INPUTS FROM THE NYT

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STIII]IES PHEPAMTI.'I'I

J&K el 73 | Uttarakhand a1 57
Jharkhand 51 69 | Karnataka 59 55
Assam 47 67 | Telangana 47 55
HARISH DAMODARAN Uttar Pradesh 63 66 | Gujarat 58 54
Chhattisgarh 55 66 | AndhraPradesh M 53
1S DEPENDENG o livelihioods and jasth 63 66 | WestBengal 35 49
i ising in India, reversing a decades- Madhya Fradesh 58 G4 | Bihar a7 a5
old trend of the rural owmr)'sdrbmmmng Himachal 70 63 | Tripura k] a0
The .MI India Rural Financial Incluslon Odisha - 60 | Punjab — -
Survey for 2021-22, released earlier this Maharashtra 36 59 | Kerala 12 18
month, found that 57% of rural households Haryana 34 58 | Goa 3 18
in ll‘!l:‘ |:_|‘:|_unlry m:ludmg huu.wcholdlsnl: Tamil Nadu 1 57 | AllIndia a8 57
than 30,000 — were “agricultural”, This was “Inclues pnly Jammu; “*Excludes Lodakh.
significanthy higher than the 48% reported in Source: NABARDAN Indba Bural Fnanciol inclusion Surveys, Data (in 1)
the previous survey of 2016-17.
Thesurvey, commissioned by theNational | AGRICULTURE SECTOR'S SHARE OF WORKFORCE (%)
Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development 646
[NABARD), defined an “agricultural house- 617 585
holel” as one that (i) reported a total value of 489 441 425 456 465 455 458 461
produce from farming exceeding Rs 6,500 (be
it cultivation of field and horticulture crops,
Ivestock and poultry rearing, or aquacubture,
serbcubture and apiculture); and i} had at least ] ] -] El o o q =
one member whowas self-employed in such - ™ o h !
activities during the reference year (Juby 2021 g ﬁ H] E é g E
tojune 2022 | Inthe 2016-17 survey, the thre- "
shold cut-off value of produce was Rs 5,000, Soarce: NS5O £ b k ill 2007 - 12 fand Periodic Labour Force
Surveys (from 2007-18).
More krishi in Bharat
The share of rural thase 2 hectares. wakeof s,
as agricultural, based on the above defini- Simply put, the proportion of | may well have reflected in the survey's

tions, has gone up for nearly all states be-
tween 2016-17 and 2021-22. (see Table)
Also, the all-India average monthly in-

in rural India reliant on agioulture as a liveli-
hood source has registered a sharp increase
between 2016-17 and 2021-22. Even for agri-

findings. While the curbes wene Rally ifted from
Juby 2021, the economic scars took time to heal,
Agriculture-related activities were specif-

from the lockdowns, Since
the f: didn't suffer the di
that the rest of the economy did — andln:lla

also had four consecutive good monsoon

comeof agricubtural | atRs 13661 ¢ ically
in2021-22, the Rs 11,438 for theiroverall income.
non-agricultural rural b holds. Inthe  Thereisc smaller i
2016-17 survey, too, agric [= i i ha:

d ahi income(Rs g wvate jobs, sell-
! El31 Jeompared with their non-agricultural rent, deposits and investments),

@ VAJIRAM & RAVI

rparts (Rs 7268)
i ral households, the con-

12 Months + 8 Months

ZSTWOVEMBER 2024
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Anslan

Why gangster Lawrence Bishnoi can

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 20

Procedure Code (CrPC).

Honwever, any investigating agency sock-
ing to interrogate Bishnoi will only get
‘acrwes to himwithin the jal Inas H

and animal hus-
bandry tototal income was over 45% in 2021-
22, up from 43,15 in 2006-17. This increased
share of income from farming activities was
seen for agric Toss most
size classes of land possessed: from 23.5% o
26.8% for those with less than 0.01 hectare,
from 38.2% to 42.2% for those with 041
hectare, from 52.5% to 63.9% for those with
1.01-2 hectares, and from 58.2% to 71L4% for

2019 — the 2021-22 survey find-

wage
which applies to.all land size categories.

The recent period, inotherwords, has wit-
nessed more, not less, of krishi {agricultune)
in rural India or Elulal Mot only is there a

agriculture’s share
in rural liveliboods and incames, Com-
parisons with the 20016-17 survey should,
therefore, be made keeping this in mind.
But there is also an additional data source

hiigher they
are also accruing more income from farms.

Impact of Covid-197

The reference year (2021-22) for the latest
survey was one that followed the Covid-in-
duced lodedowns. The impact of the restric-
tions on economic activity, imposed in the

ine
to, rather than leaving, farms.

According to the Mational Sample Survey
Office’s Periondic Labour Foroe Surveys( PLFS),
agriculture engaged 646% of the country's
waorkforce in 1993-94. That share fell to 58.5%
in 2004-05, 48.9% in 2011-12, and a low of
42.5% in 2018-19. Thereafter, a reversal of

returming

e, with the farm sector's
share of the employed labour foroe rising to
45,6% and 46.5% in the two pandemic-af-
fected years of 2009-20and 2020-21 respec-
tively (the PLFS reference year is July-June;
Covid first struck in March 2020).

The paradox.

The significant point to note is that agri-
culture’s share has remained elevated even
after 2021-22, despite the economy coming
out of the pandemic, and recording an aver-
ape anmual GDP growth of B.3% in the three
yearsencled 2023-24. The latest ratio of 46.1%
for 2023-24 is way above the pre-pandemic
o of 42.5% i 2018-19. {see Chart)

The above trend reversal is equally visi-
bl in rural areas. Agriculture employed 57.8%
of the Indian rural workforce in 2018-19,
which climbed to 615% in 2019-20and 60.8%
in 2020-21. That dropped to 59%in 2021-22
and 58.4% in 2022-23, but only to soar again
to 598 in 2023-24.

i iculture
foremployment and livelihoods — borme out
both by the NABARD and PLFS data — inan
economy that has expanded over 14 timesin
constant rupees bmm 2016-17 and 2023~
24

ation. It

may partly have to dowith the lack of jobs in
manufacturing, which employed anly 11.4%
of India’s workforee in 2023-24, down from
126% in 2011-12 and 12.1% in 2018-19,
Manufacturing’s share of employment
in 2023-24 was cven below that of trade,
hotels & restaurants [ 12.27%) and construc.
tion{ 12%). The movemnent of surplus labour
in agriculture is occurring if at all, not from
farms to factories. Instead, it is to sectors
that tend to have quite similar employment
characteristics as agriculture — having low
miarginal produc tivity {output per worker),
paying just above subsistence wages, and

largely informal.
As per the PLFS data for 2023-24, the
states with the highest share of their labour

force employed in agriculture included
Chhattisgarh (63.8%), Madhya Pradesh
(61.6%), Uttar Pradesh (55.9%), Bihar {54.2%),
Himachal Pradesh (54%), Rajasthan (51.1%)
and Jharkhand [50%). Among the ones with
relativedy low shares were Goa (8.1 %), Kerala
(27%), Punjab(27.2%), Haryana | 27.5%), Tamil
Madu [28%) and West Bengal { 38.2%),

The reasons for an . whose size
Tas grown from § 182 trillion in 2011 0 $2.29
trillion in 2016 and $3.55 trillion in 2023
(World Bank data), having to depend more
on agriculture for employment should be a
subject of debate among cconomists,

be interrogated only inside a prison

1 to be confined

iy 4 forlegal pro-
ceedings would be rendered inoperative
until the restrictive order remains in place,

person(s
or detained in prison; the likelihood of the
disturbance of public order if they are al-
lowed to be removed from the prison; and

movement leading to law and order prob-
lems can be I

In May 2013, the Maharashtra state
passed a Government Resolution (GR) in-
woking section 268 of the CrifC to restrict
the prndumnn of Zabiuddin Ansari alias
AbuJundal before the court. Jundal is an ac-
cused in the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks
case, and the nature of the case against him
‘weas cited for the GR.

Ansari tlu:n appmaclu‘d the Eumbay

larin 2014, giving guidelines for restricting
the movemnent of prisoners in the state. It
said the police should give a clear opinion
on Ilu:accusl:d person's mavement, after

he prisoner’s conduct and the
gravity of the case, Further, arrangements
for a speedy trial should be made in cases
where the person faces such anonder, toen-
sure that he does not remain in jail without
atrial for a long time,

HighC |, stat-

t ol parole for pris-

ing he wanted to be le‘SL'nI in court and
hadi right to a hlrtml The court n.jcchcd

aners in terror cases. In a case before the
Gujarat High Court, aman scrumg 20years

MmllTuthrlnvtsngitlumnlnﬂmm is wihy. What do the restrictive orders say? public interest, generally.
1.||.1 I Section 268 of the Cric gave state gov- Investigating agencies argue that inter-
lier h, the ihai police alleged /h il igatit i the “power to exclude certain  rogating a person in jail can be limiting, as
that the cused of ing hi from taking Bishnoi' h from ion of anby one or two officials may
had links to the Lawrence Bishnoi gang. In August 2023, the Ministry of Home  section 267", Under section be permitted to question the
Blslmol is currently lodged in Gu}arat s Affairs issued an adcrltlcmmng Bishnoi, 303 of the BNSS, both the person for a few hours or a
i jail. in a case of cross-b drug icting hi ing f jail (incases. LAW specific period. Other accused
smuggling. for any soction 268 by lagencies persons cannot be brought in
He was previously also named inthe  of the CrPC and was rﬁmwcluriyur In like the NIJ\J.and state gov- during the interrogation,
«case of a firing outside actor SalmanKhan's — August 2024, it was for another can "y general or special order,
residence in Mumbaiin April, but Mumbai  yearunder section 303 of the new Bharatiya — direct that any person or class of persons  When can such ord i d
police could not take his custody. Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) whichre-  shall not be removed from the prison in Govr:mmcntsluw:mrd security rea-
Usually, a person facing trial is brought  placed the CrPC. which he or they may be confined or de-  sons, ions that if the

before the court to attend the proceedings
aginstlu'm Im:nsun:a rl'al.m:nmmil

s a result, Bishnoi cannot be directed
to be produced in court and any agency

fioe the
same du.m\g an imquiry, trial or other pro-
ceedings under section 267 of the Criminal

der from a court to question f‘:im only
within the jail premises. Any court order re-

tained, and thereupon, solong as the order
remains in force.”

Section 303(2) of the BNSS specifies
three criteria for invoking the section: The
nature of the offence for which the

person is allowed out of jail, they may at-
tempt to abscond or their lives could be in
danger. Authorities also refer to the person's
criminal history and if many cases are pend-
ing against them, an argument on their

interfere, given
tlu: sensitive nature of the case. It allowed
Ansari to attend the trial through a video
link from jail,

|nJa|| inaterror | the court,

stating he was jailto
avail of his furlough as an order had been
passcd undl:rsccnun ZsﬂoftthrI"CSmm

At times, cou
the state gowernment, citing non-suffi-
ciency of reasons to restrict movement.

The Gujarat government issued a circu-

ince such an or-
dcrwas passed and the comvict had previ-
wously been permitted parole, the court di-
rected authorities to reconsider their view,



