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Message from
US Fed rate cut

This could nudge MPC to dial down hawkishness,
and facilitate Mow of capital into Indian economy

hat the United States Federal Reserve would

reduce interest rates in its September meeting

was widely expected even though the jury was

out on whether the reduction would be quarter
of half of a percentage point. By deciding on the latter
— federal fund rates are now in the range of 4. 75%5%
— the US central bank has sent a clear signal that it is
more concerned about cushioning the labour market
than reining in inflation. Financial markets, bath in
the US and outside have taken the announcement in
thelr stride and not shown wild reactions. This
underlines the claim that the decision was largely on
anticipated lines, What happens now?

Unlike the Reserve Bank of India, Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC) — US equivalent of India’s
Monetary Policy Commitee (MPC) — members give
dot-plots of interest rate projections going forward,
The projections indicate that rates could fall by
another 50 basis points by the end of the year.
FOMC also sees yesterday’s pivot as the beginning
of a long phase of monetary easing with interest rates
expected o be just under 3% by the end of 2026, What
Is the import of this pivot in US monetary policy?

If Fed chairman Jerome Powell manages to ensure a

The new grammar
of India-US relations

The Modi-Biden book

is tilted more towards
substance than thrills.
Leaders, diplomats, and
security establishments
in both nations have
worked towards building
resilience in the ties

‘ ‘ Il Biden

cantinue o

double

dawn on

India? was

the refrain

amongst experts and officials as

Juseph Biden began his lenuneas the

4h President of the United States

(US), Four years kater, it is safe to say

that India-US ties have undergone a

second tramsformation. The first was

roughly between 2000 — when

George W Bush came 1o power —

and the end of the Donald J Trump

presidency. That period deservis &

ook in Its own right. Indesd, many
have becn wiitlen,

O Saturduy, when Prime Minister

(PN Narendra Prosident

Biden era®

A well-defined cognitive shift 1o
unhesitatingly strengthen different
kinds of ties shaped the way both
sicdes ceall with each others im pera-
tives. Some of this had to do with
China's differentiated challenge 1o
both countrics. A lot of this was
Arivien by re-discovering Inslappur
tunitiesof the past and reallsin
new anl emerging potentinl L'S
present Indis's increasing import of
ol and deep millary dependencies
o Fussin may have, at best, led o a
quiver between the two
baresucratic Sttes, It left
the strategic design for
deeper partnerships largely
uniouched.

The manifestations of
this ideational shift were

chase of armed drones were re-invig-
orated Reportedly, they are close to
conclusion. A chip-making faciliy
lor nitional security 1o be buill in
Indlia fs belng negotied,
Export con trollers in the US loos-
ened their grip The key was 1o oreate
a communication bridge between
Tirms besheged by the enormity and
cnmplexity of controlsand centrol-
lers siruggling to understand the
problem at hand, Of course, this
process will need Lo be sustained A
Swategic Trade Dialogwe (STDY) was
created o instimtionalise
this channel.

The third INDUS-X sum-
mit conchuded in enrly Sep-
tember 2023 in Palo Alio.
This new ecosystem con-
nects those creating and

el and can be counted in Rudra investing in cutling-edge
Invesiments amd new Chaudhuri technologies in both courn-
indusiry-led arrangements MO irics; iCET deliverables have
alike, In Janwary 2023, a long way 1o go, but much
MNational Security Advisors heas beenachieved in a rela-

(NSA) on both sides innugurated the
India-US iniative on Critical and
Emerging Technology (ICET), This
was & new way ol deepening cooper-
atlon, 1t requires as much from
Industry and academia as from dif-
levent wm of bath governments,
An

Biden for the Quad Leaders Summit

i
oty was the First ol ai lenst six pro-

in Del ey will b lud

@ now book that underscores the ide-
ational and materinl conversions that
have taken place in the past four
years. This mll h-!llt kst In-person
m the two

“soft-landing”, which would mean inflation aligning
with the target rate without triggering a recession or
high unemployment, he would go down as one of the
most successful central bankers in the history of
maodem capitalism, Tailwinds from lower mortgage
costs could also help the Democratic Party in its bid w
regain the White House. As a corollary, the decision
also risks n backlash against the Federal Reserve's
independence if Donald Trump were to win the
November presidential elections.

Because the US is the largest economy in the world,
and the dollar the dominant currency, its monetary
policy stance is consequential for the rest of the world
too, What will itmean for India? Expect MPC to dial
down its hawkish rhetoric for sure even if there is no
rate cut in the October meeting. More impor tantly, a
return tothe days of cheap money could also end the
ongoing bear phase in long-term investment flows
such as from the venture capitalist route for start-ups
in the Indian economy. Both of these are good news
for medium-term prospects of the Indian economy.

To be sure, cheap money has its own set of
complications but that is not something which would
concern markets and policymakers at the moment.,
The world and US monetary policy has a lotof
distance to cover before it gets there,

Indus Treaty must
reflect new realities

nidia has finally served a formal notice to Pakistan for
Iarevh'wand modification of the Indus Waters Treaty

of 1960, largely because of Islamabad's intransigence
indealing with disputes related to the managementof
cross-border rivers and other concerns such as the
support for terrorism. Problems related to the Indus
‘Waiters Treaty, which has survived several wars
involving the two South Asian rivals, have been brewing
for some years now, New Delhi has threstened
Iskamabad several times to have a relook at the treaty
‘when Iles]'mwhtrmgh patches, largely because of
terror by Pakistan-based groups.

India formally informed Pakistan of its intent o
review the treaty in early 2023 and the notice served
last month is in line with those efforts. One of the
triggers for this action was Pakistan's decision in the
past decade to refer disputes over the Kishanganga
and Ratle hydropower projects on the Chenab and
Neelam rivers in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) to both
the “neutral expert” mechanism and the Permanent
Court of Arbitration under the provisions of the
agreement. India has argued that this goes against
the graded mechanisms under the treaty for
handling disputes and could lead to inconsistent
and contradictory rulings. India’s contention that the
treaty also requires a relook because of demographic
changes and environmental concerns oo is important,
given the impact of the climate crisis.

India is contemplating changes to the agreement ata
time when relations with Pakistan are at an all-time low
and there are genulne concerns about a spurt in terror
attacks in J&K, New Dethi should proceed with caution
since the management of cross-horder water resources
s a complex and delicate matter, but genuine efforts 1o
update the weaty should be welcomed.

leaders, ‘.‘vn_ wl hnl ti\hlms the Moddi-

Jectstill date that tapped Into lwdin's
‘incentive scheme, Bricks and mortar
are being laid s build 2 new Our-
sourced Assembly and Testing Plant
(OSAT) in Gujarat. Two legacy
defence agreements on the co-inno-
vation of jet engines and the pur-

tively short period of tme.

There was every likelihood that
ihls would not have been the case,
The two sides confront several ghobal
and local challenges. These iIndude
the respective stakes al play regarnd-
Ing the war in Ukraine, differing
views o the mesning of rights, and
the elfects of an alleged [ndian injel-
Igmm =led operation on American

Rll the two countries have man-
aged 10 move ahead despite these,
Further, deflence ties are deeper than
they have ever been. This Is as much
a function of legacy arrangements,

‘When Prinse: Minisaer

resident Biden |

e, they will
i nnel materind

convershons thin have taken plive in the past four years -

established prooesses, and the cur-
rent state of gropolitics as it is fora
fresh fervour in India w diversify
away, il least as far as possible, from
age-old but necessary encies.
Five 2+1 mectings (with respective
defence and foreign ministers) have
Laben place. A key supply agreement
Wik d last manth. CH300s, CA75,
Fils, Apaches, Chinooks, and
MHG0R hellcopters are changing
capabilides for the Indian miltary.
The US army has reached oul to
Indinn defence firms o produce
everything lrom muts and bolts 1o
cortridges and artillery. There are
Mive sets of ever-more complex bika-
eral military exercises that include
all three Indian services, In sum, the
commitment to military and security
s s clear,

The combination of the ideational
clarity to deepen ties and the mate-

rial benefits of the same has built a
grammar for resilience that may not
b irreversible but can't be taken for
granted either, Leaders, diplomais,
and natlonal security officials on
both sides work hard — between the
two countrics and within their own
syslems — o keep the resilience
E""'ﬂ- This Is also why the Modi-

Iden book i tileed more towand
substance (han thrills. Challenges
exdst, There s much bo be dose, Bui,
For & msoment, as the two principals
mect, it [s well worth thinking sbout
bath the drivers and effects of this
new boak in ndie-US ties, and how
that might be sustained as the 47th
American president is elected later
this year,

Ruitra Chivwadhuri s divector,
Camepie Inifia,

The views expressal are persanal

On semiconductor mission,
learn from China’s missteps

e Minister (P) Narcndna Modi has
made bullding o globally competitive
semibconcuctor incustry wnational prior-
ity: The Conid 1 it}

Ing irnovation. India mestsignificomly inorase
s lvestient in rebevant sembconducior
arch IO

Atk

cal tensions have exposed vulnerabilitics in
ghobal supply chains, underscoring the neod for
domestic chip praduction o ensure both eco-
nomirglmh and national ml'qu. Hawever,

il pacaggingg mirrons: Chinal's missteps. which
Ilnusrhe«mmyenulluwlmwmemw
chain To ruly competeon a giobal scale, India
mustaim higher.

mmmmmmmamm

rment Clanse ling the country's engineering tal-

O FESEIT
gt ther insttunes will be key o driving broak-
throughs.

Foster glofbal collabortions; Unlike China's
nward-booking approach, Indin must embrace
Inervatianal partrerships. Collaborations with

leahors such s TSMC, Intd, and Samsung
will provide India with acoess tocritical IP and
technological knowhow. Joint ventures and

Rl phiase, withia $15 billion initias

wivy toessabiish its i st advanced faband pack-
aging faclities., A jolnoventune between Tatwin's
mmp and m les o produce

transler Il et
erate Inda's learning curve and bolster [t posi-
o b the sgolalvalue chadn.

demkulllm
dom thrives in mark

bnymd Slart, As SLI.Ium \'\l]iqrum:pnnnn
Crowine] Klgherpat sadd, India must "start some-
wihere” ratler than waiting lor atech-
nobengy transler of the | atest semicon-
ductor fabrication teehnology. How-
ever, Micron's packaging plant in
Gugart is an cxam ple of what not .o
o, Despite being toused as p signifi-

rommETits. bn oddition o the big |ndustry suppon
Eht el b providing, B s crete o fvourie
bile ecogysten hor stariijs and entre-
prencurs loenter the semiconducior
space by offering Incentives such as
Imvestment tax broaks and funding
apportumnities.
Expanel versure funcls with dieg focty

cunt milestone, this faciity focuses on Vivek WMuJme.rmuwdl'qu'
low-livee] sty o e nesting, whikeh ve ner, Cedista Capital, emphasises that
provides minimal value in the semd- fostering the expansion of venture

Wadhwa

JEROME POWELL
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We're trying to achiev

: a situation where

estore price stability without the
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nune
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Building on the gains of
Swachh Bharat Mission

million families have been provided
access o safe sanitation wt their
homes and most of them wse the Tacility.
sonie colnter data crunching, there

is universal and scientific admission that
India’s toilet revolution brought & range of
benefits for human health and well-being,
This inchudes a !ikl\lfl(‘ﬂl‘ll’ reduction in
infiunt mortality, betier school amendange for
girks, fewer crimes against women, higher
employment and carnings, and better

wichh Bharnt Missbon (SBM) is setio
S complete W years, Under SBM, 120

conductor ccosystem. Micron contin- fumdds foouser] on diep echeapenise is
ues to fubricate chips in the United crucial 1o advancdng India’s semicon-
Statess (US) and (i, leavirng India 1o handle s, Goliabial Caguallity Cenitres of
onblremamnwdmw offering | h- ’:““P’C”“ Indla repartedly already employ over
h@m;uwsllll.dﬂpdﬂly! nndiatlimdm il o tio, andldaﬂlanmﬂ:sfnrmlm
With India subsidising 20% of the 82.75 billion  bke Intel, AMD, €

cunsd (iaround $1925 Iutlll'ﬂwmr) Iseffec-  With eright vlﬂu:rwmﬂunuuuunr
Hvely i fos- become entrepre

setrigthe fring  Develop xtvenced -

Rerm ssccess — puch Noe Chine's carly effores.
A mocent poper, China's Interdepersder Posi-
riowivg I the Semiconduetor Glodal Valkee Chain,

Bullding siate-cl-thean hbrication fclities
k) bs st For Dnchin's sembconduaion aspi-
ruthons, Hiowever, these fabs mast focus on cul-

by Searnus Grimes (University of Galvary) and 6 toch mologies, Indi should sim 1o pro-

Dedhin D (Bt Chiines Normal University), high-  duce chigs at smaller nodes, such as seven

IJQaslho pIIi.IIuEhI.IIn ol i s quiest 0 sy e with
i o] bk

anuc significant wwnuncnt nm'nnmn. Prioritise intellecrunl property creation and

- Indin st invest in home grown

ITIEﬂlI m:hwsamrrbh‘ and pachaging while
Eagging in higher-vabue areas like dcilm.lnmi-
lectual propeny (IP) creation, and sdvanced
manufiscruring, 1t still relies heavily om foreign
[P, often acquired through quistionable mcans.

Bruckian st aveied repeating these mistabes by

Lt kel

leadership, and
10 access cubiing-cdge mc;mnlugus lincedsa
more comprehensive and forward-thinking
strategy, The kellowing areas are critical for
achieving PM Modi's goak:

Lirvest in resaereh

(RED): A

urhnululhwnlerrmHuu Innenation in the
sembconductor industry isdriven by nesw imel-
lecrual property, and countries that lead in 1P
creation will ukimestcly kead in the market India
should encourage both domestic and {ordgn
Firms o invest in R within the country.
sl a shlfed workforce: lodia's ol of
highly educated workers i a strength, but the
couniny must invest in developing specialised
skills in chip design, labricution, and semlcon-

d
portnerships betwien academia and ndustry
will ensure are ready 1o meet the

strung RED ccosystem is cssential for chip
design, Dbrication, and advanced manu -

el enn bulld Iu owin niche in the global
semboonductor landscape WELTERS

fwater quality. UNICEF reported in

Zﬂ.JlH that, by reducing damage coses, (ree-
dom from open defecation has saved 5,.2% of
the Gross Domestie Product (GDP) & vear.

The masslve number of household
latrines will need o be functional
wnd used. it b Fritter sway theval-
uabde gaing, Public and community
toilets to cover the excluded, are
over six-and-a-half lakh. but bess
than 4.000 elies are certlfied 1o
have kept these clenn and hygienic.
Slippages can happen if users and
minAgers are not alert

The celebeation of a golden dec-
ade of Indian sanitation set In
maiticin by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is
legitimate. But now the mission faces the
o sli workd ol solid and liquid wase
management, compared to the provision of
low flush, twine-pi tollets across needy com-
muniies. For urban spaces, the task s bigger
and more comphex. Only 248 of the cltles
havve broadly reachesd the parareters of Gar-
bage Free Cities (GFC) covering aspects ol
collection, segregation, storage, sclentific

industry’s need,
rudning programemes, and collaborations with
o niversitles can develop the tlent poal,

Tt isrvot going t0 be gasy. As Grimes told me,
“Even though Inctia is g o the necor-
Figuring of the technology value chain, China
continues o have major advantages in the
sophistication of its supply chains.”™ But, he
acknowledies tat with its i in
sdlwa" — an important ebemient of the chi

—amlr,. wa.mlm i olrusted o
ve et of sha A
irsowm miche inthe polnl
scape, capable of moeting domestic necds and
competing on the global stage.

£ of surface waler, com-
pliance amd chvic belaviour. Another 500 are
haopefully appraaching the goal, Still, most of
the 4,900 urban bodies must do significant
heavy lifting 10 be fully garbage-free in a
shorter time.,

Processing of waste s irue only with ihe
elimination of waste. It starts not ot the proc-
essing plant. but with segregation at the
source, The task needs 1o be universalised
weithout compromise, Despite a spirited cam-
palgn, lhcnmnry has not yet sunk nto the
civic mind. This calls for a full-scale revival
of behaviour change, like in the last phase.
By systematic action, 18% processing of
wilse in urban areas in 2004 has moved dose
wmmy Saurce segregation at the wand

Wivek Wadfria &5 CEC, Vienix Basciences.
Thev farep ]

about nothing to 9%, This

Akshay
Rout

officlal data |s encouraging. But gaps and
garbage still stare us in the face.

Processing infrastructure, designed 10
comwert wisste to resources, be It compost,
H:wmrckundly hrs caught the atiention

managers. [ of all categories are
over 6,000, with the highest capacity under
waste-bo-compost units. This is where tech-
nology. innovation and enterprise must
cnme in. About 5,000 Start s are reeog-
nised in the Water Sanitatlon and Hyglene
lW,\bHr:mq;nry spread over 230 districts.

Palbcymakers and experts know that this has
10 grow txpom:ﬂla]]; Policy and privase
sector response look to be moving [n the
direction of a vbrant waste-lo-wealth indus-
iry. Public funding and budgetary outlays
have never faltered from the inception of

Thee country has over 220 milllion
tannes of wiste lying in landfills
bordering many cities — Blalsws,
Ghazipur, Okha, and Bandlwari in
the National Capleal Reglon, Deonar
and Mulund dumping sites in
Mumbai. Mittaganahalli in Benga-
I to narme & lew, These depress-
ing hillocks, 2425 of them, oceupy
26,500 acres of land. The good news
is that 40% of this waste has already been
remediated and 4,500 acres of land recov-
ered. Cinbes ke Indore and Lucknow have set
examples by mm-er:lng recovered kand
Rapu]al greenvscapes. Smaller [owns may

nd the task arduous In terms of mobl lsing
the necessary resources for translorning
garbage dumps, Als, ke gacy dumpsiies can
o a ehicken-ond-egg situsti on during U
process of getting dismantled. City waste
must have an end destination, If not segre-
gated and processed, and nod allowed inokd
dumpsites, it may bo dumped in new gor-
bage sites.

Local comamunitics have twken the mespan-
sibility to transform as many a8 five lakh spe-
clally identifled spats of filth as pari of a
Swachhata Hi Seva programme in the
run-up o Gandhifi's birth anniversary, This
isa greal demonstration of resolve, But the
Swachh Bharat Mission and the people of
Inchian will be required 10 do much more 1o

eliver sempoorn swicchiiera (oeal cleanli-
ness) in the coming years.

Aleshay Roa is former direcsor generai,
wsch et M fom,
Tihe views expressesd are pevsenal
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Milestones and U-turns

“The optics of the 100-day mark cannot
conceal changed dynamics for the BJIP

s their third term in office gathers pace,
A the Narendra Modi government and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) are eager to
claim a seamless continuity with the first two
terms, as a mark of effective governance and lea-
dership. The government and the party have
used the arbitrary 100-day milestone to show-
case their achievements in various sectors, from
ble encrgy to i ture, and the suc:
cesses of welfare schemes. They have also used
the opportunity to pronounce that nothing has
changed, despite the dependence of the govern-
et on a coalition in the 18th Lok Sabha. Asifto
prove the point that there is no rethink on any of
itz controversial agendas from the previous
terms, the Union Cabinet, on Wednesday, ap-
proved a report by a committee headed by the
former President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, that
has endorsed a partisan BJP proposal for simulta:
neous elections to all State Assemblies and the
Lok Sabha. The government has also made it
clear that it will work towards a Uniform Civil
Code, and continue to push for the expansion of
Hindi over English. BJP functionaries are putting
on a brave face but cannot wish away the new
reality of coalition politics, and the changed dy-
namics in the party and the larger Sangh Parivar
since the results of the 2024 general election.
Stability and continuity at policy and political
levels are signs of governance, but so are ne-
gotiations, compromises and consensus in a di-
verse democracy. In governance, as in driving,
proactive and defensive approaches go together,
and U-turns are wise when racing ahcead can lead
1o a collision, The BJP has quietly learnt this les-
son, though it Is unwilling to own up its own new
flexibility. Rigidity has been talked up as a sign of
virtuous palitics by strong man populism around
the world, and the BIP is now haunted by the
ghost of its own past bombast. On some major
policy issues, the BIP has made course correc-
tions after resistance from allies and the Opposi-
tiom. It has extended the consultation on the pro-
posed amendments to the Waql Act, abandoned
the new p heme and the proposed later-
al entry scheme in the high bureaucracy. These
are areas in need of reforms, but they can be best
achieved by openness and flexibility. The BJPs ri-
gidity on issues has also begotten equally rigid re-
sistance from the Opposition, which is no good
fior governance, Similarly, the BJP itself is increas-
ingly becoming a coalition rather than an ideo-
logical monolith. It is good that the leadership
has realised this. It will be better i it also articu-
lates this more honestly.

Wrong notion
The idea of simultaneous elections
is inherently anti-federal
N otwithstanding the opposition from podit-

ical parties and many in civil society o

the idea of simultancous elections, the
Unidon government has decided to aceept the re-
commendations of a high-level committee head-
ed by former President Ram Nath Kovind to go
ahead with the scheme. The committee envis:
aged simultaneous Lok Sabha and State Assemb-
Iy elections as the first step, followed by muniei-
pal and panchayat polls within 100 days of the
general election. In order 1o do so, the govern-
ment would need to get constitutional amend-
ments 1o be passed, in Parlament and in the
State Assemblies. Two key reasons have been
evinced for the proposal — first, the costs of con-
ducting these elections would be significantly re-
duced if held together, and, second, not having
simultaneous elections has kept political parties
in prolonged campaign mode, impacting gover-
nance and legislative work. There has been little
0 no empirical data to support the first reason,
Already, general elections take an inordinately
long time, with some State polls being held in
phases. Simultaneous elections could prolong
this process. One of the committee's recommen:-
dations is that if a State Assembly gets dissolved
before five years of its term, after the “appointed
date” — the date for synchronising Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections - fresh “midterm” elections
will be held but the new Assembly's will not have
a full fve-year tenure. Its tenure will end five
years from the “appointed date”, This provision
militates against the original idea of cost cutting
through simultaneous elections. It s also an anté-
federal idea.

In a multi-tiered governance system, Fwﬂple
choose their representatives based on their per-
ception of who is best suited. The power being
demarcated for different levels of government al-
Tows for distinet roles for each representative and
suggests varied voter choices that could be based
on party affiliation, candidate strength, ideologi-
cal positions or socio-economic reasons that are
constituency-specific. Each ther has its exclusive
importance and so does the related election. The
second reason, that representatives are in peren-
nial campaign mode and, therefore, polls to ev-
ery tier should all be held during the same pe-
riod, is problematic. For one, that national
representatives of parties are forever in cam-
paign mode is a consequence of the centralising
tendencles of parties that are in power today and
is not @ reflection of the extant electoral demo-
cratic system. Second, subsuming multi-tier elec-
tions into simultaneous mode has the potential to
reduce the importance of each tier, especially the
Assembly and municipal/panchayat levels, and is
anti-federal. Lastly, to effect this proposal, the te-
nures of quite a few State governments will have
1o be cut short. Parties and civil society actors
committed to federalism must squarely reject
this proposal by the Union government,
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India’s place in Russia-Ukraine peace-making

the world’s problems” to distance New
Delhi from the theatre of the

Russia-Ukraine war, speculation about its
determination to help resolve the war has gained
traction. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visits to
Moscow and Kyiv, a possible meeting with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the
United Nations next week and with Russian
President Viadimir Putin at the BRICS Summit
next month, as well as the travels of National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval and External Affairs
Minister 8, Jalshankar all podnt in this direction.

The fact that Mr. Modi “briefed” United States
President Joseph Biden in a phone call after the
Ukraine visit, and Mr. Doval wld Mr. Putin that he
hadl been tasked to “brief™ him about the visit as
well when he met him in St Petersburg last week
indicate that India is engaging with all parties and
developing its role as an interlocutor,

The question then is how far does Mr. Modis
plan to play peacemaker streteh? And where can
India’s role be most effective?

wo years after the Government of India
T held that *Europe’s problems are not

India’s role, the full picture

India's advantages and reasons for playing such a
role are many — it is one of the few countries that
Is engaging both sides of the geopolitical schism
over Ukraine, i.e., the West as well as the
Eurasian leadership. India’s longheld beliefs on
nof-aligniment and strategic autonory, which the
Modi government has largely carried forward
during the war with its abstention votes at the UN
and refusal to accept western sanctions, help its
image as an “honest broker™ or mediator.

India is an important volee for the Global
South and it succeeded in ensuring its G-20
presidency focused on war outcomes such as
cenergy and food security that matter to the
developing world rathier than the war ftsell. As a
result, the increase in India’s inake of Russian oil,
leading to a six-fold increase in bilateral trade, has
been projected as an assertion of its principles
rather than profiteering.

In his third term, Mr. Modi would no doubt lke
to build a global legacy, much like India’s first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was able to do
by mediating between the USSR and Austria for
the withdrawal of Soviet troops in exchange for a
policy of neatrality, or by India leading
international efforts and UN commissions on
wars in Korea, Vietnam and Cambodia.

Ifit does essay such a role, the government
wotlkd need a thorough assessment of the
situation, beginming with a study of the state of
war in Ukraine. Russian troops remaln
entrenched in about a sixth of territory of the
country for more than two years now, while

There are
Indications that
New Delhi s
engaging with
all parties and

developing its
role as an
interlocutor but
there are the
‘ifs, ands,
or buts’

| Ukrainian forces are successfully holding the line

outside of these areas. This indicates that any
«change in the status quo could come only from a
massive escalation in the war, Mr. Zelenskyy's
move to occupy Russian territory in Kursk was a
novel tactic, but was perhaps only meant to be
used as a bargaining chip or "leverage” as the
Ukrainian President put it, in future negotiations,
As he heads to New York nest week, Mr,
Zelenskyy will be seeking a further escalation:
‘western permissions for the long-range Storm
Shadow missiles, and Army Tactical Missile
Systems (ATACM) for airstrikes deep inside
Russia, which he belleves is recelving lethal
weaponry from Iran and North Korea. Mr. Putin
has said in no uncertain terms that if the West
clears the request, it would be a declaration of
direct war between the North Atlantic Treaty
Organdzation and Russia. An alternative outcome
could also arise from the ULS. elections on
November 5 - a win for former U.S. President
Donald Trump may mean the U.S. curtails its
expenditre in support of Ukraine, seen
positively by Mr, Putin, and more sobering for
Ukraine and Eurape, while a win for US,
Vice-President Kamala Harris will indicate
contimuity in the US.'s support.

An offering that would have to stand out
Second, New Delhi would need to offer its own
propasal for conilict resolution or de-escalation
taking into aceount that there are already a
number of proposals in the arena, all of which
have been rejected by one side or the other. Mr.
Putin and Mr. Zelenskyy have rejected each
other's proposals, that involve giving up territory
on the ground. Mr. Putin rejected the
Biirgenstock Communiqueé, that India also
disassociated from, which dwelt on the issues of
nuclear safety, humanitarian access and the
exchange of prisoners,

Mr. Zelenskyy recently refected the six-point
Brazil-China joint proposal that proposed the
same measures towards a path of “de-escalation®,
China has, in the past year successfully brokered
agreements between Iran and Saudi Arabla and
Hamas and Fatah. Hungary (oo, a country with
access to both sides, made a ceasefire proposal
which has been rejected by Ukraine,

Summing up India’s position in Berlin last
week, Mr. Jaishankar listed a four-point principle:
This is mot the era of war; there are no solutions
on the batlefield; Russia must be at the table for
talks; and India is concerned and engaged o find
a resolution to the conflict. While these principles
are incontrovertible, they are by no means a
conerete proposal, and India will need 1o work on
a maore comprehensive vision of its path o peace.

The next step would be to study what India's

role would be. During their conversation, Mr.
Zelenskyy told Mr. Modi that India is simply too
large and important a country to seek a role as
“messenger” between Moscow and Kyiv. In any
case, recent rounds of prisoner exchanges
between the two countries make it amply clear
thiat there are enough channels to relay
information between them,

Alarger role would imply India serving as a
mediator or even the host for 4 summit between
the two sides, although given India’s recusal from
the Swiss Peace Summit outcome, may be a task
left to one of the Gulf Cooperation Council
countries that have been a part of the process
thus far. Whatever the decision, this is an exercise
thiat will require India o wse its heft, diplomatic
goodwill and other resources apart from
intensified travel by officials, Ministers and the
Prime Minkster focused on discussing solutions to
the Russia-Ukraine war.

Consistency would be the key word
At a time when the government is dealing with
internal conflicts including Manipur, revving up
thie economy through international engagement,
regional turbulence and a host of other important
issues, it could justifiably question the need to
spend its resources on this conflict. Externally,
when civilian casualties from Israel's
bombardment of Gaza or from the civil war in
Sudan are far more than those estimated to be
nom-military casualties in the Russia Ukraine
conflict, the question over which conflict India
chooses to intervene in poses a challenge. In
addition, India will be judged on the consistency
of its message- if “dialogue and diplomacy™ are
indeed the “only way forward”, then it is difficult
to account for the Modi government's refusal to
consider an opening with Pakistan, for example.
Eventually, the balance of the pull and push
factors will declde how far New Delhi will go as a
peace-maker in the war that has consumed
Europe and the U.S. for more than 30 months. As
a country of considerable consequence in the
waorld, one that straddles the West and the east,
the Global North and South, and as the only
country that is member of both the Quad
(Australia, India, Japan, United States) and BRICS,
India is uniquely positioned, The critical element
is thee timing of its foray into a feld that has, thus
far, only seen failure. As the late lsracli
interlocutor Abba Eban once said in words that
are as true for the condlict he atempted 1o resolve
s they are for the Russia-Ukraine war: “History
teaches us that men and nations enly behave
wisely once they have exhausted all other
ahermatives.”

subistl htthehinehu.co.in

Acclamation for an Indian leadership that still endures

uring his state visit to India last month

(August 1921, 2024), Malaysian Prime

Mindster Anwar Ibrahim delivered a
lecture at the Indian Council of World Affairs on
August 20. Its subject was “Towards a Rising
Global South: Leveraging on Malaysia-India Ties™.
Mr. Anwar dwelt on his vision of the Global South
= Its unity amidst “all our diversity, differences
and discretions”. More importantly, he said that
the rise of the Global South is not “meant to
exclude the Global North” but to “work together
a8 equals within our complex strategic contesis”.

High praise

He praised India's role in imparting energy to the
evolution of the positions of the Global South
which, he said, were in keeping with the
principle of cooperating with the Global North.
As he put it, “And to me, India has welcomed this
reality with grace, fore-vision, and most
importantly, a plan. Indias excellent G20
Chairmanship last year and the inaugural Volee of
Global South Summits made it amply clear that
India is prepared to shape the Global South
agenda with its partners, hand in hand”.

‘This high prabse came from a leader whose
scholarship and imellectualism, is acknowledged
worldwide. This is a scholarship and
imtellectualism that has been honed through
years of political experience, suffering and study,
which has seen Mr. Anwar's evolution from
Iskamism to a commitment to inclusivism, This
woubd have been music to the ears of the
Narendra Modi government but not so his
references to India's leadership that emerged
from the freedom movement and the leader who
gave shape to the Republic in its formative years
~ Jawaharlal Nehru. Mr. Anwar's words about
Nehru illustrate that despite all the efforts of the
Sangh Parivar, Nehru's reputation abroad has not
been tarnished. The Bharativa Janata Party and
the Sangh have beft no stone unturmed in golag
after Nehiru. Indeed, he is held responsible for

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Vivek Katju

a retined Indian
Foreign Service officer

The Malaysian
Frrime Minister's
speech in India,
with its
references to
Vivekananda,
the Mahatma,
Tagore and
Nehru, is a
ernter (o how
ithe world still
holds them in
high esteem

almaost all of the current national ills. But what
Mr. Anwar says on Nehu is indic of how
large numbers globally eontinue to view him.

Mr, Anwar recalled Nehru's association with
Malaysia‘s first Prime Minister Tunku Abdul
Rahman and thereafter spoke evocatively about
Nehrw, It is only if his words are quoted fully that
their meaning comes through. He sald, “Whither
o we go and what shall be our endeavour?” As
we all know, that is the question that Pandit
Nehru posed in his ‘A Tryst With Destiny” speech,
and so suecinetly answered: *To bring freedom
and opportunity to the common man, to the
peasants and workers of India; to fight and end
poverty and ignorance and disease; to build up a
prosperous, democratic and progressive nation,
and to create social, cconomic and political
institutions which will ensure justice and fullness
of life to every man and woman®,

Mr. Anwar thereafter said, “Ina world fraught
with challenges and uncertainties, it is the
unwavering commitment to these principles that
will guide us towards a brighter, more just
tomorrow, The legacy of the founding fathers is
not merely a testament to their time, buta
timeless beacon, urging us to dream, to strive,
and 1o forge ahead with undaunted courage and
unshakeable resolve”.

Still relevant

Signifscantly, Mr. Anwar began his address by
quoting Swami Vivekananda on the "march” of
ideas from this land accompanied by words
which had “blessings™ behind them and “peace”
before them. Remarkably, he noted that
Vivekananda was the chief disciple of
Ramakrishna - perhaps no other foreign leader
has done so. Pleading for multiculturism and
inclusivity, Mr. Anwar recalled what Gandhiji had
said, “'Hate the sin and not the sinner is a
precept which, though easy enough to
understand, ks rarely practilsled, and that is why
the poison of hatred spreads in the world.” And,

b concluded his address by quoting Tagore
whose words he said "echo through the corridors
of time, urging us to embrace not the comforts of
safety, but the unyielding courage to confront
adversity head long: “Let me not pray to be
sheltered from dangers, but to be fearless in
facing them”.

Mr. Anwar's reference to Swami Vivekananda,
Gandhiji, Tagore and Nehru point to the
agonising difficulty of the Sangh Parivar, While it
has denigrated Nehiru and sought to co-opt some
great personalities of the freedom movement and
the Indian Renalssance, its own venerated
ideclogues and leaders are respected in many
quarters in India but they continue to be known
only in niche circles abroad.

Right-wing ideologues may assert that this is
because they belonged to indigenous cultural
traditions which were ignored by the colonialists
and that that tendency continues. The fact is that
the timeless message of spirivual unity of
Vivekananda, the universalism of Tagore and
Gandhiji’s emphasis on non-violence also derived
from indigenous Indian traditions but eschewed
muscular exclusivism. And, Nehru's ideal of an
Inclusive, modern soclety animated by the
scientific spirit was a beacon light for many newly
decolonised countries as it should be to India
today.

The broad view

India's present policies to ensure that the power
of digital technologies are harnessed for popular
welfare are gaining the positive attention of the
Global South. These are practical measures which
have great importance in the lives of the
impoverished everywhere and are important for
povernance. They evoke foreign admiration but in
the realm of political and social philosophies, the
ideologues of the Parivar do not inspire as do
Gandhiji and Nehru and others who Mr. Anwar
mentioned, And, this can hardly be anributed 1o
the conspiracies of left liberals.

]

Simultaneous elections to the Opposition and such a system may lead to various States. Under the Opposition parties seem to benefits. Imagine the time,
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national welfare (Page 1, country such as india raise ruling party has not better sense prevails, AKX, Rajan,
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Should children be barred from social media?

PARLEY l

plan to set a minimum age to use

he Australian Prime Minister,
T Anthony Albanese, has announced a

social media platforms. Should

Thind children be barred from social media? Amanda
Prafessodal Third and Aparajita Eharti discuss the question
Research Fellow  With Mandira Moddie. Edited excerpts:

in Digital Social

sl Cultursl Amanda, could you tell us about the ongoing

Researchinthe  dehate in Australia?

Institute for

Culture and s Thi i isik

Society and Amanda Third: This mllcy d.eclsu?n has (.wnme

CorDirector of out of the blue. It is not a debate that we have

the Young and been having for a long time. Off the back of the

Resilient pandemic and the large increases in time spent

Research online by children, along with a recognition that

Centre at some children are exposed to harm via social

Western Sydney  miedia, the debate has heated up.

University The debate in favour of a ban has largely been
driven by parent groups. The government is
under pressure to demand that technology
platforms step up and assume responsibility for
keeping children safe online. However, there s a

= political dimension to this too: Australia is in the
‘e lead up to a federal election (in 2025) and Meta
has declared that it will no longer pay money to

Aparajita news agencies in order to distribute news

Bharti content. So, lI:eg«mmumnl is keen to keep the

- Murdoch ire happy. The way to do that isw

Founding go along with this impetus for a ban.

Partner of TQH, Whille a ban looks seductive, it may not give

2 c::"';’.'m parents what they are looking for, which is safer

Fesearen i, spaces for their children and for technology

andeofounder  COMpanies to take responsibility. 1f children are

of Young, banned from these spaces, companies will have

Leaders far even less of an imperative to design platforms

Active fosr them and for young people. We need to put

Citizenship more pressure on tech platforms o deliver

better spaces for children and young people.

Aparajita, what are your views on age limits?

Aparajita Bharti: When we talk about
enforcing age limits, the devil lies in the details.

In India,

the Digital Personal Data Protection

Act, 2023, says children can access any platform
which collects their personal data only after

getting verifiable parental consent. How do we

implement this? In Australia, when the Pri

e

Minister says there should be a social media ban
until the age of 16, how would such a ban be

implemented? It

nchear.

Bans are hard to enforee in a digital
environment., Apart from what Amanda said,
children are good at circumventing |barriers],
South Korea's Cinderella Law h.1:l hanm‘d

gaming from mid

came in, there was dem}. thel Et S0 [Iul children
woutld be able to access the gaming platforms,

Age limits seem to put the burden of
compliance on parents. Is that reasonable?

AB: You are right. This is specifically amplified
in India, where digital literacy is quite low,

| NOTEBOOK |

The real, the reel, and the reels

Scripted entertainment often supplants free and fair reporting
in film jowrnalism in India

Shilajit Mitra

n a recent work trip, | made my-
0 selfl useful. | assisted a fellow en-

tertainment journalist with the
most critical aspect of this profession:
making reels. 1 write this in jest, just
about. Shooting quirky, short-format vi-
deos has become a nagging, almost un-
avoidable feature of our beat. Hang back
at any film event and you will observe
journalists queuning up - after conducting
their formal interviews - for some extra
minutes with the stars. This is reel time,

There are different kinds of reels, of
course, But | am referring to a particular
spiffily dressed reporters hob-
nobbing with celebrities, doing a linde jig,
or posing inanities: “Tell us three things
we will find on your phone..”

This is not a new phenomenon. In re-
cent years, if the lines have somewhat
blurred between content creation and
formal reportage, in the realm of ilm cov-
erage they are practically mush. Reels en-
sure instant virality. They are quick and
catchy. As some may argue, they are the
“fun stufi”, the equivalent of pull quotes
in a magazine, But while the point of pull

snag a reader’s attention and
stance (1 use this word
loosely) of the piece, reels are their own
autonomous things.

It is true that movie journalism, from
its beginning, has swayed to its own
rhythm. Its ethical and aesthetic boun-
dartes are not as sharply drawn as they
are = or ought to be - for, say, political re-
portage. A certain closeness with celebri-
ties, nimated speaking style, a witty
and likeable persona are all fair rules of
the game. Often, the anchor on a talk
show is the audience's surrogate, convey-
ing the same wonder and awe that ordin-
ary people feel for actors,

While all film journalists are now con-
tent ereators, are all comtent creators film

M
K

Journalists? It is a tough knot to untangle,
The PR machinery that controls movie
promations certainly sees it their way. In-
creasingly, influencers, vloggers, and in-
dependent podcasters are being priori-
tised over traditional news outlets. They
are considered pliant and less trouble-
some; they are willing to forgo a difficult
line of inquiry if it means extended access
toa star. They also bring legions of follow-
ers. The establishment media, caughtin a
game of hits and likes, is left playing catch
up. It is sometimes humbling to see se-
nior (and well-regarded) journalists try-
ing to get down with the kids, recreating
‘hook steps’ or posting  awkwardly
framed selfies.
am not writing this to vent or to as-
sume a moral high ground. I have often
clicked pictures with actors and filmmak-
ers and travelled on junkets. In any pro-
fession, people take the perks they can
get. In a 1995 plece about The Wild Bunch,
the late film critic, Roger Ebert, wrote
about first viewing the film in The Baha-
mas in the Late 1960s, in what he termed
“the golden age of the junket”. He said:
“It was party time, and not the right ve-
nue for what became one uf the most
controversial films of its t
In the end, film journalism takes all
kinds. There are anchors and creators
who make genuinely funny reels - you
ean see their bove for trivia and pop cul-
ture inform the content they create. Fur-
thermore, no technology or format is in-
herently insidious or corrupting. My only
concern, therefore, is with scripted en-
tertainment thoroughly supplanting free
and fair reporting. We have seen the tem-
pers that rise whenever film celebrities
are asked incisive questions, or when
their films are criticised. It is not what
they have come to expect from our tribe
any longer. They are used to the fun stuff.

shifagit anitrag@thehindu coin

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese attersds question time at
Parliament House in Canberra. AP

where there are many different languages, znd
where platforms den’t always lend tf

Children have been telling us that they
perceive double standards in the wse of
Iuhn« slogey: parents have one set of rule
the i set for thes
xarenting odelling, One of the
maost powerful things that parents can do is
torregulate their own use (of platforms),
AMANDA THIRD

o play, especially in India. On the one hand, we
are making our school ulrnc.uh maore and more

child and adolescent participation in the
entertainment industry in 2023. These require
producers to obtain permission from district
magistrates before a child can perform in any
audio visual content. It is interesting that they
don’t put the onus on parents. However, if you
Took at social media now, certain accounts get
flagged because the andience feels that the child
is being exploited by their parents to market
products, In France, the Law says if a child under
the age of 16 is an influencer and earms an
income, their parents cannot access that income
until the child turns 16. We should also consider
certain regulations around this in India.

w]m are the responsibilities of social media

digital because there is an that
this is a skill that is required for a person to be
employable, On the other, we are always
discussing screen time. So, what are we doing to
our education curriculum? What is that fine

the same way in all these languages. There is
also alot of shared device usage. We conducted
a survey of 10,000 children in Tier 2 and Tier 3
cities and in government schools in Delhi and
found out that 80% of children helped their
parents navigate online platforms. So, 1o expect
parents to guide children on safe online usage is
not sensible. Similarly, if you leok at the NSSO
{National Sample Survey Office) data, only 40%
Indians knew how to copy or move files ona
computer (2021). This number may have
increased, but if we use ID-based verification,
fior example, which has been proposed time and
again as a means to verify age, it would be hard
for people who are less literate o do that.
Therefore, we also need to think about what
responsibility platforms need to take and what
kind of design changes they need to make 1o
ensure the safety of children online,

whatisth at home?
AT: Parents feel overwhelmed by the task of
managing their children’s digital engagements
and that is made difficult by the fact that we
have a highly inflammatory media environment
where only the extreme cases of children
experiencing significant harm get reported. It is
a very one-sided conversation. It does not
include the positives that come out of the digital
engagements of children and young people. We
have some wonderful organisations here
generating high-quality online safety materials.
But even so, the availability and distribution of
those resources pales in comparison with the
panic narrative that parents are exposed to. We
need to moderate the media debate and make
sure that we give parents good, strong advice
about the things that they can do to keep their
kids safe online, but also on how to maximise
the value of being online. Research shows that
when a parent is able to support their child to
really maximise the benefies of being online, this
also works to mitigate the harms,

AB: The education system also has a huge role

PICTURE OF TH

. WEEK

Putting out fires everywhere

balance b going tech and also
emphasising physieal sport, writing, ete.?

Second, as part of their core curriculum,
children should be taught how to be resilient
online. We teach our children about good wuch,
bad touch, and how 1o be safe in the physical
world, But unforunately, while there have been
many scattered initiatives, the core curriculum
in India does not include lessons on how to
conduct yoursell online, on how to know you
are in danger, what is unsafe, etc.

Parents share their children's personal data
online at the cost of the privacy of children.
How do we tackle this?

AT: Spot on. Children have been telling us that
they perceive double standards in the use of
technology. That is, the parents have one set of
rules for their children and a different set for
themselves. Parenting is about role modelling.
The kinds of habits that you demonstrate in
front of your child influences them deeply. One
of the most powerful things that parents can do
is to regulate their own use (of platforms).

AB: In India, we have not really had a discussion
around law on ‘sharenting’ (the practice of
parents publicising a karge amount of potentially
Se ¢ content about their children on
Internet platforms). But quite a few
law-enforcement agencies, such as the Assam
Police, have been using their social media to
warn parents against ‘sharenting’. Under the
data protection law, every citizen has the right 1o
correction and erasure of personal data, It will
be interesting to see how children, when they
grow up, will use this law to remove certain
things that their parents put out when they (the
children) were minors without their consent.

There are a lot of child influencers on social
media, who enter into marketing contracts.
What iis being done to address the issue?

AB: The National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights came out with some guidelines for

and tech companies in ensuring
the safety of children online?

AT: We have been too focused on protecting
children from possible harms and not focused
enough on thinking about the kinds of
environments in which we would like our
children to roam around online, We have a lot of
work to do in moving companies a

governments away from a compliance mode into
amode of designing optimal environments for
children. One of the big upcoming dilemmas is,
what are we going to decide is acceptable in
terms of age assurance technologies or age
verification? What is our threshold of wlerance
for identity verification, particularly where that
identification requires private companies to
collect yet more data about us?

AB: The same technology that can be used for
harm is also used to keep children safe online,
For example, if the child is doing something that
indicates that they are close to self-harm, the
companies cannot do anything about it without
tracking. S0, every technology can be used both
for good and bad. Therefore, banning something
in the digital space is difficult.

If banning is not the right way 1o go, what is
the way to get platforms to do better? We have
models from around the world. The
Age-Appropriate Design Code in the UK., 2020,
‘has had a real impact on platforms. They have
made changes, so that children have better
default settings when they join the platform and
are exposed to minimum risk. A recent study
found that platforms such as Meta, Google,
TikTok, and Snapchat have made 128 changes
related to child safety and privacy. Sadly, we
don’t have anything like that in India yet.

There also neads to be mone transparency
arcund these design changes, It is not enough
for platforms to say we have made design
changes; it is also important for platforms to
report the changes they see in children's
behaviour after making those changes.
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An airplane drops water on a wildfire near Freixiosa, Portugal. The country in south western Europe is fighting multiple wildfires and has mobilised more than 5,000 firefighters
o contain thim, At beast six people have d.em.n{u anda num\m of residents have been forced to flee their homes. The fires have been caused by hot, dry conditions,

Mearwhile, central Eurape is trying
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FIFTY YEARS AGO FROM THE SEPTEMBER
19, 1974 EDITION AS THERE WAS NO EDITION
ON SEPTEMBER 20, 1974

Bakhia, Mastan & 7 others
detained in swoop on
smugglers

Bombay, Sept. 18: Nine persons including
Sukur Naran Bakhia and Haji Mastan,
described to be smuggling kingpins, were
arrested and detained to-day under the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA)
within hours after it was amended by a

ed by ¥ poars, REUTERS

& Rindn.

Presidential Ordinance Late last night.

The Police, the Customs and the Directorate
of Revenue intelligence are combing the
Bombay underworld to catch more suspected
smugglers in their net.

The tightlipped officials declined to divulge
the number of smugglers they are hunting for,
but authoritative sources indicated that the
net had been spread for a score of notorious
smugglers.

Five of the suspected smugglers — Nainmal
Punjaji, $hah Champalal Shah, Rajabal
Meghani, Nathalal Rupsi Shah and Kantilal
Manchand Shah - were arrested in Bambay
and taken to Yeravada jall.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEFTEMBER 20, 1924
Separation issue

Simla, Sept. 19: It is understood that an
agreement has almost been reached between
the Government and the Nationalist Party on the
question of the separation of railway finance: “In
view of the fact that the Assembly agrees to the
resolution passed in February 1923 in favour of
State management of Railways, these
arrangements shall hold good only so long as the
East Indian Railway and G.LP. Railway and the
existing State managed railways remain under
State management.

»



EWS IN NUMBERS
The military aid to be
provided by Germany
to war-torn Ukraine
Germany is sot to

39 approve close to 400

millien euros in view of the [Oﬂllﬂlh’.‘m!l‘.‘
deteriorating military situation in Ukraine,
German akd to Ukraing was budgeted for
around 8 billion euros in 2024, sy

I million euros,
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The increase in India's
exports of ready-made
garments

In per cent. The country's
12 ready-made garment exports

(RMG] in August rose to $1.26
billion despite challenges such as high
logistic cost, Cumulatively, RMG exports
during the April-August period of 2024-25
frew by 7.02% to $6,39 billion,

Number of
beneficiaries under
Assam’s Orunodoi 3.0

37.

flagship 15,604 crore poverty alleviation
scheme 'Orunodod’ It has upped the
number of beneficiaries by around 12,6
lakh people across the State,

In lakh, The State
government rolled out
the third ed| fits v

Number of tourists
who visited Tripura in
202324

I lakh, Tripura Chiel Minister Manik
Saha sald the tourkim sector in the

significant growth in recent years, Around
4.7 lakh tourists who visited the State in
2023-24 were domestic while remaining
75,000 were from foreign countries, »n

" State has experienced

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu o twitter.com/the_hindu O instagram.com;/the_hindu

Funds to Ukraine
directed by EU from
frozen Russian assets

In million euros,
16055

President Ursula von der
Leyen sald that proceeds of frozen Russian

assots will be allocated to meet Ukraine's
humanitarian needs for this winter, surem
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Sri Lankan polls: economy takes centre stage

What caused the unprecedented financial melidown in the istand nation in 20222 What does the International Monetary Fund package entail? How have the

FOVEENIMIent’s aust t'l'l[} me

LAINER

Meera Srinlvasan

The story so far:
k.

Since it s the first time that

cltizens will have a chance 1o
eleet thedr leader after the unprecedented
financial meltdown in 2022, thelr
economic concerns are the i poll
kssue. This marks a departare from the
Esland nation's last few ebections that were
dlominated by promises of “eradicating
terrorism” (the country's three
checade-long civil war ended in 2008), and
pledges of delivering “good governance™,
or "national security™. All main
contenders running for president this
gime have promised o fx the country's
broken economy, offering mildly different
versions of policy outlines tethered 1o an
ongoing International Monetary Fund
(IMF) programme,

What | appcned in mn

policy decisions, inchading signific
cuts, an abrupt ban on chemical
fertilizers, and a failure to devise a plan to

especially after forelgn reserves dwindled
in1h1 ke of the pandemic and

forelgn loans as the "last resort”. As the

Imports-reliant country ran out of dollars,
essential supplies were severely hit.
People were forced to contend with long
cuenes for fuel and gas, shortage of food
and medicines and prolonged power cuts,
With no tion in sight, citizens wok 1o
=15, The agitations soon grew into
ble mass uprising and evicted
ibaya from presidency. Soon after,
President Ranil Wickremesinghe was
elected to the country’s top office through
a parliamentary vote,

When did the IMF step in?
Although the outgodng goves t of Mr.
Gotabaya was considering seeking IMF
asslstance, it was only in March 2023 that
the agreement for a $3-billion Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) was inalised by his
successor Mr. Wickremesinghe, The EFF
sought to “restore Sri Lanka's
macroeconomic stability and dﬂ\l
ility, safeguard finar
and step up structural reform
th s growth potent
IMF as

sri I.|||l.| Imd obtained

underscored the
“comprehensive antl-cormuption reform

agenda®, In order to meet the targets set,
the government undertook various policy
MEASUTeS,

Tt restored the taes that were cut by

chded Tax (VAT) 1o
024, I went for
nd encrgy, and
agreed to “reform” state-owned
enterprises, best known for their huge
recurrent losses, Detractors read llul as
tlarm bell for a fire sale of st
assets, but the government's pla ]
yet to transform into actual deals, The
Wickremesinghe government also passed
at heast 42 legislvions for the country’s
“economic ransformation”,

What is the status of Sri Lanka’s debit?
In June this year, Sri Lanka sealed an
agreement with the Odficial Creditor

Committee (OCC), 1o restruciure the debt

»

wres impacted ordinary people? What is the extent of the economic recovery now?

e . THE GIST
Sri Lanka shows signs of recovery
Sri Lanka is clocking consistent GOP growth with inflation remaining under contred. Tourist arrivals have picked up with the eusrency appréciating b
stoadily, Worker romittances are retusming to pro-downdunm bivels with the eurment account balanée lunming positive, By The Hindu Data Team Srl Lanka's elassic twin delicit
Quarterly real GOP growth  Hesl GOP growih oY headline inflatien Menthly tourlst arvivals probdem dramatically
” " 0 Inflation has escalated when President
" u 50 Tourlst armivals doulbled Gotabaya Rajapaksa resorted
2 @ Wz 1o drastic policy decisions,
0 \__ 2004 Including significant tax cuts,
2! # » Lt el 2 \ an abript ban on chemical
2 1 © felin2023and | § 150 \ fertilizers, and a fadure 1o
‘-i [ - 1 continuesto | N . device a plan to meet debt
\E 3 9 - d o » wm-uulr;;.- ? 100 L 4 repayment deadlines,
o | a n 2 hY V. -
0 w032
1B =2 0 ! The reduced rate of inflation is
nl B 5 g xal routinety cited by the Central
) Bank to signal respite, but it
Po00-Q1 20241 Feb. 21 Jore 24 - Do hmmlw:‘lr;'brdi:ehlowhr
cansumers. Fram the tme food
Conversion rate Workers' it flati d b 4% at the
(LRUSD, end of period) 1 - * Jan ek 28 L& haeight of the crisks, shoppers
P (%) o hawe been paying much more
&0 l for essentials,
j\/\_ ‘ 55 o
00 - v
4y 5, 4 el During the crushing econamic
[rry— Tive SeiLaskan b - VI R - ersis, at loast half a million
niped hat 3 = Jobs were lost, food insecurity
Gl been gradually y ’ 1 3 " and malmutrition became
appreciatng 1 13 widespread, poverty doubled,
o r - “{Prov) and inequality widened,
b= e et | Limping back to normaley: Awoman walks gy ecodingtotheWorkd Bank
0 n n 24 | past graffitl ahead of tho uptoming presidential Cument account

ia ‘u.‘[l.lnll‘ agreement
with China for debt treatment. The OCC s
a platform comprising 17 countries
Including India and members of the Paris
Club such as Japan, that Sri Lanka has
baorrowed from. It was formed in May
2003 to simplify Sri Lanka's detat
negotiations following its defaub. With
thee OCC, Sri Lanka reached a
restructuring agreement for $5.8 billion of
il loans.

ka on Seprember 19, 2024 said it
reached agreements in principle wo
restructure approximately $14.2 billion of
sovereign debt with the holders of its
International Soverelgn Bonds, On the
domestie debt front, S Lanka's effort at
restructuriig has sought to protect local
banks, while t ferring the burden o
superannuation nds, including the

rees’ Provident Fund. The move,
tishes the rate of return on
Investments and the final value of

worke vgs, drew huge lak and has
been ¢ hall.-uw:l in the Supreme Court,

Has the cconomy recovered?

1o 5. ‘TX. in deur} 2024, Sri Lanl
economy is expected o grow around 2%
to 3% this year, after the dramatic,
ontraction in 2022 and further
o of 2,3 % in 2023,

F has commended the

nent for its efforts and the

o nent sees reason for promise,
Forelgn investment of around $1.5 billion
mache its wary into Sri Lanka Last year, The
crucial tourism industry saw arrivals
double, compared to 2022, and bring in
revenue totalling over $2 billion. In the
first hall of 2024, Sri Lanka's tourism
revenue reached over $1.5 billion,
Remittances from workers, mostly
women engaged in domestic work in West
Aslan countries, showed an uptick of over
500%, amounting to nearly $6 billion in

in Colombo. REUTERS

2023, According 1o Central Bank daa, Sri
Lanka's gross offy reserves rose to $5.9
billion in August 2024, Export revenue
from tea, rubber and spices increased,
although the apparel and te: industry
saw A drop in earnings, Flagging these
macroeconomic gains President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who is among the key
contenders this election, is ranning on
the plank of economic “stability™.

How do peaple view the
government’s claim of stability?
Some, especially from aflluen sections,
appreciate the President's efforts towards
econmie recovery, However, a majority
of 8 is are reeling wnd
enduring impact of the erisi
austerity measures Introdisced
the IMF-led recovery programme
The: electri 12
over i millbo
could not afford their bills, the Parliament
was told in January. Sri Lanka has the
highest electricity bills in the region, with
consumers paying nearly three tmes
more than their South Aslan
counterpa ecording 1o local think
tank Public ek, Early this year, the
energy regulator reduced the tariff by
arcaund 200, but those who lost their
connections last year are in no position 1o
save enough to setthe the i

radually increasing

balance tismed pesitive

unnmml to its rocketing in 2022, the
rate of price increase has slowed down,
Meanwhile, higher utility bills, mainly
electricity and water, cooking gas and
IFANSPOIT CORLS, h:lwunlyiulll:nr drained
the stagnant incomes of families., Add o
this the 15% VAT, While some essentials,
including whear four, baby food, and
medicines are VAT-exemp, everything,
from a cup of tea at the roadside shop to
T packet, costs three or four
much as it died before 2022, The Imrouml
cost of producing, sourcing, and
supplying items in Sri Lanka's food
coosystem travels fast 1o the consumer,

‘What Is the Impact on people?

While official numbers appear to scream
r\'Lui\\- macroeconomic stability, people
Iy o puat Foosd on the table
anka s recovering, but no
ushing economic

crisis, at least

food insecurity and malnutrition became

widespread, poverty doubled, and

¢ widened, according to the

nk. Scores of small and

e enterprises plunged into
nd are struggling mlmuuwhnk

A LN:IJI' report |:u|:|h!u:d in ¥

0} (or 55.7%) of

arrears, There are no power o
Lanka now, but children studying
candlelight, women cooking with
firewood, and refrigerators and
Falling silemt in the scorching heat
uncommon in poor households.

What about inflation?
The reduced rate of inflation is routinely
cited by the Central Bank 1o signal respite,
but it has ot softened the blow for
consumers. From the time food inflation
soared 1o 84% at the height of the crisis,
shoppers have been paying much more
ﬁJr essentials, M‘t\ﬂ‘[“ll}l 0 I:Ih. (a.l'llml

e
2024 from L4% in June 2024, Further,
ation (Y-0-Y) also accelerated
to 2.8% in July 2024 from LE% in June
2024, Inflation continued to remain below

all people are m
vulnerable in at least three of the 12
welghted indicators of acoess to health,
i, employment, and income.

Further, 54.9% of households §
Lanka are indebted, and 60.5 % of
households are grappling with a drop in
househokd e crisls,
estimates the Department of Census and
Stanistics, The poor are consuming less,
spending a lot more for a lot less, and
increasingly, borrowing to make ends
meet. The survey showed 91% of
households reporting an increase in their
total household average monthly
expenditure. That too when real wages
and incomes have fallen after the
pandemic, and job losses exceed one
million in the construction sector alone.

Sri Lanka's election will see stability
and suffering clash ar the ballor box.

ase

million jobs were lost,
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Primary amoebic meningoencephalitis is

THE X

SCIENCE

How Kerala reduced mortality from
amoebic meningoencephalitis

sed by infection with Naegleria fowleri,

microscopie amoeha commonly called a “brain-cating amoehir”. This infection destrovs

brain tissue, causing severe brain swelling and death in most cases. PAM is rare and usually oceurs in healthy children, teens, and young adulis, and has a high Baality rate

© Maya

hildren frolicking in
netghbourhood ponds in the
sumimer months Is o common
sight in Kerala, a State that has
an abundance of water bodies. The
summer this year, however, ook all the
pleasure out of the water games for
children when many young chikdren fell
prey to a rare but lethal infection of the
central nervous system, amoebic
meningoencephalitis, caused by
free-living amoebae (FLA) found in

freshwater, lakes, and rivers,

Reassurances from public health
infecthons were sporadic
hiel nothing 1o ease public anxiety
beecause of the frequency with which
amoebic meningoencephalitls was belng
reported bn the State from various
dhistricts. Most of the affected were young
children from 5-15. Thils picture changed
dramatically in the month of August
when, quite unusually, an all- adult case
cluster of amoebic meningoencephalitis
elght cases in all - was reported from

experts that the

Thinmvananthapuram.

But despite reporting an unusually
high number of 19 cases of amoebic
meningoencephalitis in fve months,
te medical
canse it managed 1o
) cases, bringing down

Kerala also managed 1o cn
Iistory of sorts
save 14 out of the
the mortality rate of amoebic

¢m|lphl.l|1n rom the global rate of 97%
September 12, all 10 persons
whio were undergolng treatment for

0 6%, Om S

amoebic enceplialitis at

Thinnananthapuram Government
Medical College hospital were discharged,
having completed the 28-day treatment
course of the State-adapted U.S. Cemters
for Disease Control and Prevention

ln-.nmml protocoel .

s s

i of Infectious Diseases at

Government Medical College Hosplial,

Thinmananthapuram.

When sporadic cases of amoebic
meningoencephalitis began to be
reported from North Kerala in May June,
all clinical features were suggestive
of primary amoebie mrnl.iumlnﬂulllls

p cansed usii 'II}'

(PAM), a dlised
Infection with Naegleria fow

i
microscopic amoeba comm |||Iy called
the "brain-eating amoeba.” The State then
set up an experts’ group o bring out
technical guidelines on the prevention,

HUMERUS

Is a unbque feat for Kerala, which
o enter global Merature on the
disease, It was o huge bearning experience
in itselfl because we could show that if
identified and treated early, we have a
fighting chance to save patients with
amoeble meningoencephalitis, The
Infection usually deteriorates so fast that
there Is no therapeutic window for
cliniclans wo intervene, = says K. Aravind,

Apond In Feroke, Rorhikode datrict which was closed after 8 12-year-old boy who swam there was

duagnosed with amoebic meningoencephalitis recently, rut meoto

diagnosls and treatment of amocbic
meningoencephalitls.

What is PAM?

Primary amoebic meningoencephalitis
(PAM) is a disease cansed usually by
Infection with Naegleria fowleri, a
microscopic amoeba commonly called a
“brain-cating amocha”. This infection
destroys brain tissue, causing severe brain
swelling and death in most cases, PAM is
rare and usually ocours in otherwise
healthy children, teens, and young adults,
and has a high Eatality rate because of
raphd onset and delayed diagnosis.

“Omly 1 survivors of confirmed N
Jowderi PAM have been reported in
medical literature until now. There ks not
much in the literature on amoebic
encephalitis caused by FLA other than N,
Jomwderd, Kerala has reported amochic
infections caused by N, fowderi,
Vermamoeba vermiforis as well as
poeba. Though we do not have
nomibe sequencing information on
all cases, and are yet to confirm iF all were
cases of PAM were caused by N. fowderd,
wee just added 14 more persons (o the list
of survivors,” Dr. Aravind says,

d b
Kerala also reported an unusual case
chuster of amoebic meningoencephalitis
Trom Athiyannoor grama panchayat in
Neyyattinkara taluk in
Thiruwvananthapuram. A detalled
outhreak investigation, however revealed
that it was not mere exposure 0 i mossy,
green algae-ridden pond in the
netghbourhood, but risky behaviour on
Ilu' purl o a group of youth that lainded
all in the mesdical college hospital
wit h the life-threatening amoeble
encephalitis infection, Two weeks after
the death of a youth from the locality
following encephalitls, with a history of
exposure to a stagnant water body, when

Only 1 survivors of X fowderi PAM
Tave been reported in medical
liverature, Though we do not have the
complete genombe seouencing
Informuation on all cases we have
added 14 more w the listof survivors
. ARAVIND

el o Bl i Diinrs, vt st Mesdical
Cabege Phomgital, Thiru smant i pus am

asecond case turned up from the same
area, the health department was alertid
to the unusual possibility that there could
be a clustering of PAM cases. Health
officials reported that youngsters in the
locality were meeting by the pond,
milxing tobacco, soufl, and other ;
substances with the er from the pond
and then inhaling it using handmade
contraption - almost akin to vaping. This
wass a particularly risky behaviour as it
provides a direct entry for amoeba into
the beain. With the help of the bocal body
membsers, health officials managed 1o
track all the youth in the locality who
were known o be using soulf in this way.
They were all asked to get admitted to the
MCH as soon as they developed
symptoms, Seven youths were thus
pleked up early and thelr CSF samples
tested positive for amoebic encephalitls,
Chindckans also got to deal with a lone
case whereln the patient was an urban
dweller, with no contact with ponds of
water bodies, The patient's history
reveabed that in his house, water from the
well was pumped into the overhead tank
and then redirected 1o the pipe system.
The overhead tank had not been cleaned
I ages, and thus it was possible that the
water harboured amoeba. The pathent
also had a past history of a head injury,
which meant that the cribriform plate

iy not have been intact, alding the
quick entry of amoeba into the brain
during nasal ablution.

Aggressive treatment

The State set up a special medical board,
and the patients were treated as per the
protocol with a cockeail of antiblotics,
‘What rurmed the tide in favour of the
athiens was thie introduction of the drug
Miltefosin into the antibbotic cockeail,
Miltefosine is an anti-parasitic agent, but
its use is rare now, and supply is also
limited. Amphotericin B has been the
mrlnstay of PAM treatment, but
Miltefosine was one of the cocktail of

druggs that seemed to give good resulis,

i of the well-documented PAM
survivors across the gobe have recebved it
as part of thelr treatment reglmen.

It was pro-active case-finding by
clinicians - checking for the presence of
amoeba in CSF samples whenever acute
encephalitis syndrome (AES) cases were
encountered - which threw up more
cases, This high degree of clinical
suspicion on encountering unusual cases
of AES is being alned by all
clinlcians in the State since s first Nipah
encounter in 2018,

New learnings and precautions
With more amaocbic encephalitis cases
reported from multiple locations, one
should assume that amoeba is present in
most water bodies except in chlorinated
winter and that the increased
environmental hiat and other aquatic
factors may be alding the increase in s
concentratbon. The focus of the State
health department is now on creating IEC
campakgns for the public
possible risks and incorpaol
learnings that emerged from :In: intense
encounter with amoebic encephalitis.

The precauthons now specily that no
ona should dive headbong into water
bodies and that it is safer (o use nasal
plugs while swimming. Persons who have
had head injuries or nasal surgery in the
past should absolutely stay away from
entering stagnant water bodies. Under no
clreumstances should one snort water
into the nose while washing one's face or
when swimming in ponds, Those in the
habit of sinus irrigatio should use
sterilised water and not tap water.

The current directive to all clinicians is
1o take a chose book at the CSF for the
presence of amoeba in all cases of
meningoencephalitls, irmespective of
whether the patlent has hid direct or
Indirect contact with water bodies. This is
because early diagnosis and treatment
might be life-saving in an infection which
s almaost always fatal, a learning
experience that has been unlque o
Kerala.

imaya.c@thehindu.codn)

THE GIST

Maost of the affected wore
childien, This changed
deamatically in August when,
Guité unaisuslly, a5 all-adult
case cluster of amoebic
menangoencephaly
canes In all — was
from Thiruvananthapuram
-

There was a lone case of an
wian dweller, with no
contact with water bodies.
Water at his home was
souced from an owerhead
tank which had not been
tleaned and probably
harboured amosbsa. The
patient slio had & previous
head injury, siding the entry
of amoeba dunng nasal
abdution

-

With mare cases reported
from msliple locations, one
should asume that amoeba
most waled

rpt in chiomnated
water and that the increased
emvironmental heat may be
aidding the increass in
ConCentration

The true cost of hospital-acquired infections

DOCTOR ABDVISED TO
FOCUS oN THE FooD
WHILE EATING [

Absdul Ghafur

high-profile medicobegal
case has emerged in
Mumbai. An orthopaed-
¢ surgeon and a well
known hospital are facing liviga-
tion due 1o a post-operative infec
tion following a
replacement. The plain
Tesshonal with signil it
has claimed substantial losses due
to months of inability o work,
compounded by extensive treat-

contrasting yet equally compell
Ing situation unfolded. | was con-

ily of a patient who
the ICU for over two
ventilator, Unfortu-
nately, the patient developed ven-
tilator-associated  Acinetobacter
preumania — a serfous Hospital-
Acquired Infection (HAI). Despite
the hospital’s reputation for high
standards of care, the lamily ques-
tioned why they should bear the
burden for an infection acquiired
under hospital care, Thelr con
cerns were twolold: the ethical di-
lemma of the hospital allegedly
benefiting from the extended
wreatment required for the HAI
and the principhe of the hosplual's
responsibility in preventing such
Infections. This case represents a
scenario where the family sought
a waiver of bills for treating the
HAL contrasting with seeking
compensation. They argued that
if the infection was hospital-ac-
quired, the hospital should ab-
sorby the costs

The tamily argued that if the infection
wias, howpital-acquered, the hospital
should absorb the conts. GUTTY M s

Both the Mumbal and Banga
lore cases illustrate common but
critical challenges faced In health
care systems, partic y I ac
credited hospitals. They reflect
the broader issues of HAI manage-
nekal implications for

ations of healthcare delivery. HAls
are infections that patlents ac-
quire while receiving lrulmrm
for medical or surgical o

for the cost of managing HAls, en
hancing accountability, This s
supported by platforms like the

pathents to make informed health
care declsions.

India faces unique challenges
due 1o s diverse healtheare stan
dards and high levels of AMR. Des

wdia ob

plte many hospitals |
takning Julal
1

ment for HAlassociated treat
ments might lead hospitals w of:
foad costs  onto  patlents,
Insurance companies could in-
stead mandate that a portion of
the payouts be directed towards
Imiproving Infectbon control stan
dards. For out-of- pocket expens:
es, hospitals, especially those
with JCI accreditation, should
align with international practices
by not charging patlents for the
treatment of HALS. For NABH ac-
credited hospitals, a no loss-no

there is no uhhr.lmn for these Iu
stivutions to publicly disclose their
HAI rates, Though all NABH (Na.
thonal Accreditation Board for
Hospitals) accredited  hospitals
generate the HAI quality indicator
data on a monthly basis, they ane
not obliged to disclose data.

Proposed Solutions

All NABH and JCl-accredited hos

pitals should be required to dis-

close thelr HAI rates on & com-

mon [ll.l[lunn. possibly under the
of i like the

Globally, HAls are among the
most  common  complicathons
within healthcare settings, signifi-
cantly increasing morbidity, mor-
tabity, and financial costs,

Country perspectives

In the US, the Medicare and Med-
leald insurance system do not
relmburse costs assoclated with
certain HAls, a polic
tivises hospitals 1o prevent infiec:
thons. U.S, private insurers are al-
so following the same system,
Hospitals do not charge patients

NABH, Indian Councll of Medical
Research (ICMR), or the National
Centre  for  Disease  Comtrol
(NCDE), JCI accredited hospitals
should follow JC1 benchmarks
while NABH accredited hospitals
can follow a benchmark that can
be set using the ICMR-NCIDC sur-
velllance network daia. Indian
benchmark values will be signifi-
cantly higher than the US CDC
benchmark, due to Illhtnn.t chal-

profit model for HAI treatment
coubd be considered, Based on the
cladms of quality and the bench:
mark followed by the individual
hospital, a reimbursement model
can be followed

Public education plays a eruclal
role, Patients and familics need 1o
understand that not all infections
occurring during a hospital stay

I
patient, are unrelated to Iunpml
procedures, Patients should re-
frain from unnecessarily litigat-
Ingg, and understand that hospitals
cam only try their best to reduce
HAland not eliminate them.
(Abdul Ghafur is an infectious
diseases corsultant and health pol-
ey expert.  dighafurg@hot
miaailcom)

For feedback for Science,
please write to
codn

lenges that Indian b Is face,
especially resource limitations.
While direct non-reimburse

with the subject Daily page”



9 FINANCIAL EXPRESS

BrandWa

FRIDAY, SEFTEMBER 20, 2024

FEW KNOWTHAT therais
a Warld War connection to
Hindustan Unilaver's (HUL's)
popular Kwality Wall's ioe-cream
brand. In 1913, a food entrepreneur
ThomasWall from London decided to
produce hand-made ice-cream tolift
sales during the summer season
when appetite for his popular
sausages would wane. While the
Iddea took off in the inktial years, it
wasn'tuntil 1922 afterWorld War
Ithat theWall's boe-cream branid,best
known by its red-and-white heart
logo, came alive under new owner
Unilever. The firm deployed large
machines to produce, store and sell
theice-cream at scale.

Fast-forward to the 1940s. In
India, entrepreneurs PL Lamba and
Igbal Ghai in Delhi were surprised
with the response of American sol-
diers, stationed in the city during
Warld Warll,totheir hand-madeice-
cream brand Ewality. Tasteapart, the
Americans would recall the quirky
brand name, dropping in frequently
atthe Kwalitystoreat Regal Building,
New Delhi, for a scoop of their
favourite ice-cream. After Woeld War
11, Lamnba and Ghai put Kwality into
commercial production, imperting
freezers and ice-cream-making
machines for the purpose. Kwality
soon emerged as a popular brand
across the country, stealing HUL's
heart, which acquired the brand in
the mid-1990s.

Today, Kwality, which was merged
with Unilever's Wall's beand after
acquisition, is up for review along
with Cornetto and Magnum, as part
of a global mandate. Whether HUL
decides tosell or retain the portfolio
will be decided in the next few
manths as the internal assessment

Chocolate, strawberry
or vanilla?

Here's a scoop of brand history as HUL puts its ice-cream
business up for review as part of a global mandate
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4598.5 bn: Size of global beauty & personal care
markaet in 2024

$1,151 bn: Estimated size by 2034

6.7%: Expected CAGR between 2024 and 2034

oon

® FLAVOUR OF THE SEASON

MARKET SIZE:

INDIAV/S GLOBE

figures in § bn, calendar years)

O wordd @ india 2017 2018
BREAK-UP OF INDIAN BREAK-UP OF INDIAN MARKET:
MARKET: SEGMENTS ORGANISED V/S UNORGANISED
Crganised market Fgures in %) (c12023) Player
W Takehome and bulk 8 Single serve B Artisinal GCMME
2019 Total size Unorganised L

vadilal

I -
2020
T

2021

|

2022

I N

2025

s | w07 |

2025

Organised market (fguresin % vahie sze in ® crare)

Morket share [volume)  Value size
35% I 2500
15% [N 1,800
12% 1,000

Saurce: Wazr Advisors/Analysts/ Industry

— Pracedence Research

RETAILPRESENCE OF
TOP 3 PLAYERS

[Figures are no. of shaps
in ganeral tracke)

Player

GCMMF 1 million
HUL 0.5 million
Vadilal 0.2 million

ANAND RAMAMNATHAN, CONSUMER R § SODHI, PRESIDENT, INDIAN DAIRY
PROOUCTS LEADER, 5 ASIA, DELOITTE ASSOCIATION
Organised w -
65 O/ AT A BROADER LEVEL, THE BIG SHIFT WITHIM ICE-
o ICE-CREAMS ARE NO CREAMS IS HAPPENING AT

LONGER ABOUT THE HYPER-LOCAL
SALES AND LEVEL. CITY-
DISTRIBUTION, BUT SPECIFIC BRANDS
ALSO ABOUT R&D ARE GOING DIRECT

& INNOVATION"

innovation a player brings to the
table)'saysAnand Ramanathan, part-
ner and leader, consumer products
and retail sector, South Asia, Deloitte,

For HUL, these ane pertinent ques-
tions toansweras it takes along, hard
book at the market and itg prospects

but rts believe
he decisionwillbea given  which is
HUL's legacy inice-creams and the  at 24,000 crore
inflection point at which the market  intotal size, grow-

Isat the moment.

“loe-creams is very impulse-dri-
wen, Today you have quick-commerce
apart from traditional and modern
trade which is driving the market. [
see alot of disruption happening in
thedomestic ice-cream market, with
new-age brands driving innovation.
Manyof them are available online.At
a broader level, ice-creams are no
langer about sales and distribution
alone, but also about R&D and what

ing at 15-20%
per annum. The
organised seg-
ment s around
65% of the total
market, straddling

national, regional,
international and
local brands.

Kwality Wall's, along
with Magnum, which was
launched in India in 2013, and

Cometto,which isa popularrange of
ice-cream cones under the Kwality
Wall's umbrella, turn in sales of
around ¥1,800 crore annually for
HUL. This is 3% of the company’s
nearly  €60,000-crore  turnover.
HUL's ice-cream business ranks sec-
ond to market leader Amul, which
does salas of 2,500 crore
perannum,accordingto
industry executives
and ris
wality
Wall's and Cor-
netto are esti-
mated to drive
almost 85-90%:
of the ¥1,800-crore
business, say industry
sources, while the bal-
ance comes from Mag-
num. The three brands are
available in nearly 0.5 million

general trade outlets or 25% of the
total 2 million outlets that retail ice-

creams in India. Amul is available in
50% or 1 million outlets and Vadilal
retails in about 109 or 0.2 million
outhets, say experts.

Cold war: Frozen dessert
v/s ice-cream

‘While HUL forayed into ice-creams
three decades ago through acquisi-
tions, picking up as many as six
brands including Kwality from local
players, but retaining only the latter,
industry experts say that it was con-
strained by its absence in the dairy
supply chain. So, the company used
vegetable olls as opposed to milk
when making its products, which
meant they were called frozen
dessertsand not ice-creams, as Amul
has emphasised repeatedly in its

adwvertising over the years, HUL and
Amul have sparred over the issue,
dragging each other to court and
releasing full-page ads to counter
each other in their battle for leader-
shipof the #15,000-crore organdsed
bee-cream market. Volume-wise,
Amul is estimated to have a share of
35% within lce-creams, while HUL
has 15%: share and Vadilal has 12%
share, say experts.

“Consumersin [ndiaﬁmiﬂr milk-
based ice-creams and the dairy co-
operatives have had aclear advantage
here, since they have the dairy back-
end and milk supply chain infra-
structure to suppart them. Co-oper-
atives also have a strong local
distribution network, which gives
them an edge over players that don't
have adairy backbone,"says N Chan-
dramouli, chief executive officer of
Mumbai-based TRA Research, a

Explainer

TO COMSUMER"

brand insights and advisary firm.
Industry sources say that in the

initial days of its ice-cream foray in

India, HUL had tocontend with epi-

thets such as "Dalda ka ice-cream”

for its portfollo as it struggled to
resolve taste and flavour issues
associated with frozen dessertsver-
sus milk-based ice-creams. Over
the years, that debate, says Chan-
dramouli, has receded as con-
sumers have increasingly grown
aware of what frozen desserts are
Versus ice-creams,

HUL also innovated with new
product formats such as softy cones,
a sundae range and feast range
among others early on in the prod-
uct and business lifecycle, launched
ce-cream parlours under the Swirls
brand in key citles, with as many as
150-200 parlours dotting the land-
scape (around 10-12 years ago), as

company sought to
e its out-of-home
forice-creams(the
aperation has been
olded up in recent years as
Cowid-19 and high costs
caused disruption). HUL also
tied-up with players such as
Voltas for its cooling solu-
tions in a bid to expand its
kce-cream reach beyond miet-
rosand big cities. It also rolled
outaggressive advertisingand
marketing campaigns over the
years to fight Amul and other
majors for the consumer's mind-
space, camplementing the effort
witha push into retail shops,

In recent years, HUL has aggres-
sively tapped the quick-commerce
channel to improve ice-cream sales,
now deriving over 10% of its busi-
niess from this channel, according to
analysts tracking the company.
Growing heat waves will mean that
fce-cream players have a big role to
play during summaers, which gives
them over 75-80% of their busi-
niess. This summeralone, HULalong
with most other ice-cream brands
registered year-on-year growth rates
of over 30 asconsumers flocked to
shops and ice-cream parlours or
ordered their favourite brand online
tobeat the heat.

"Growth rates apart, the big
shift within ice-creams is happen-
ing at the hyper-local level. City-
specific brands, who are going
direct-to-consumer are taking
away share from the bigboys"says
R § Sodhi, president of the Indian
Dairy Association and former MD
of Gujarat Co-operative Milk Mar-
keting Federation {GCMMF), which
makes the Amul brand of dairyand
ice-cream products.

While rural areas demand a
deeper  presence of national
ice-cream players, urban areas,
Sodhi says, is where much of the
action is centred today, since the
market is evolving quickly. But it
remains fragmented.

“There is a long tail of brands
because the nature of the market is
such. You have ice-cream makers in
every part of the country, big and
small. And they will have their band
ofboyal followsers,” Sodhi reasons.

HUL may have to weigh in all
these factors as it takes a call on the
future of its ice-cream business in
the country.

o What about MoUs with other countries?

e India-Singapore
semiconductor
partnership

THE MEMORANDUM OF
understanding (MOU) between India
and Singapore assumes significance as
Indiaaims toestablish itselfas a global
node forsemiconductor
manufacturing, driven by strong
domestic demand in electronics,
electricvehicles and manufacturing.As
part of the plan, Singapore and India
will focus on complementary strengths
in theirsermiconductor ecosysterns and
tap opportunities tostrengthen their
respective supply chains Thiswill
|m:lu|:les|:rwmmrznt led pulqu

supply chain resilience,and warkforee
development. A parallel business-to-
business co-operation forum will be
established and led by Enterprise
Singapore, part of Singapore’s trade
and industry ministry,and the India
Semiconductor Mission (ISM) to
encourage private sector partnerships.
The Ministryof Trade and Industry
(MTI) Singapore and India’s ministry of
electronics and information
technology (MeitY) will establish a
policy dialogue to facilitate discussions,
oversee theimplementation of the
areas of collaboration,and exchange
best practices,as per the Mol

CHIP
DIPLOMACY

Can MoUs help India
in the semicon race?

India recently signed an MoU with Singapore for developing its

semiconductor ecosystem. Earlier, it signed similar pacts with
the US, the EU,and Japan. What does signing of such MoUs

signifyand dothey have any bearing on the companies which
finally have to decide on investments? Jatin Grover explains:

e Singapore’s semiconductor ecosystem

SINGAPORE HAS A well-developed
semiconductor industry which plays an
important role in the global semicond-
uctor supply chain., ﬁsprzrtthlngapum
government, its tor industry
constitutes 7-8% of the country's GDF,
and contributes toaround 10% of the

global serniconductor output. About 200
of theworld's semiconductorequipment
production also happens from Singapore.
Nineof theworld's top 15 semiconductor
firms including Texas I NXF,

GlobalFoundries, Micron, Qualcomm,
AMDand Applied Materials have set up

¥76,000¢c fuctor

BESIDES THE MOU with Singapore, India
has partnerships with the US, the EUand
Japan. India isa late entrant in the chip
industry,and the MoUs are expected to
helpit leapfrog into the big league with
theright pn]icyinitiatives making it

equipment, R& D, manufacturing and
sales as well as training and development
of human resources.

Again, the partnership between the US
Department of State and the India
Semiconductor Mission aJms to c:l:plcmz

attractive forchip imvestin

India. The whn]lz focus nf these

opportuniti
globalsmlmndmmremsystzm un.dEr

paresilient

sup‘pl}fcham.ﬁ'mfmm"‘ dependence

the urity
and {m]}rllnrl I i

on China foreritical components.

RhECH]PS&L'thZ[EZ Withthe EU also,

Working with Japan, India will
access to experience and

it's about be ion for
semiconductor research and innovation

by et
knowledge in chemicals, materials and

d advancement of technologies,

AS PARTOFl:s T?ﬁ,[lUD crore

heme, the
Indian government has approved five
ALLOCATED FOR schprojectsworth €151 khcrore
PRODUCTION LINKED includinga chip fabrication project by
INCENTIVES Tata Electronics and Taiwan's PSMC,
UNDER INDIA Other projects include chip assembly,
testing and packaging by Micron, CG
SEMIﬁ(l,S:ID(;j:mR Poweer, Kaynes, and Tata Electronics The
first batch of chips from the Micron
_______ plant is likely to be ready in mid- 2025
THE FOCUS OF The government,so far, has committed
THE PARTNERSHIPS
ISTO DEVELOP A
RESILIENT SUPPLY
CHAIN
HOTDIRECTLY, BUT such MoUs do
m create a favourable environment and
instill confidence in the industry
INCREASE IN which then perhaps looks favourably
shop in Singapone. Largely known for SKILL GAPIN NEXT at India for investment purposes.
mature chip nodes (28 nmorabove), it has -4 YEARS hrgely.thcind;s':r}' falls back on the
rsinall segmentsof the . governments of their respective
ﬁmﬂdudnﬂfﬁlue chainincluding sl b et countries if they look for any special
i 1 circuit (IC) design, assembly, SEMICONDUCTOR dispensation or resolution of any
packaging and testing, wafer fabrication, INDUSTRY EXPANDS policy irritant and here such MoUs

and components procuction.

financialexp.epapnin [T I ]

help as they build government-to-

Mew Delhi &l

® India’s semiconductor ecosystem

close to 62,000 crore for the five
projects and is now booking at expanding
the scheme. Inamedia interaction last
week, electronics and ITminister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the new scheme
isexpected tobe announced within 3-4
months Itwill bean expanded version of
Semicon 1.0and will cover the entire
value chain from materials, ingots and
wafiers to fabs and chipassembly units.
Thereare 10 more proposals which the
government is currently evaluating.

@ Do such pacts promise investments?

government contact points, which
can he tapped by the industry. For
instance, the Mol with Singapore
can help in technology-sharing,
and research and development
initiatives. Besides, India can also
learn from Singapore about
managing semiconductor industrial
parks, Similar benefits can accrue
from the ones signed with the US,
the EUand Japan.
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Over to RBI

Our central bank may not immediately follow what Fed has
done, but rates should not remain elevated for very long

HE EQUITY MARKET'S reaction to the US Federal Reserve's

decision to cut rates by 50 basis points shows growing antici-

pation that the rate cycle in India too will turn soon. Alower cost

of capital is always good news for the economy. The fairly steep
cuts projected by the Fed raise concerns about the US economy slowing —
the median US GDP forecast has been lowered while the projection for
unemployment has been upped. For now, however, the US economy seerms
to be chugging along and looks like it will manage toavoid a hard landing,
That said, the labour market is weakening and the Fed probably believes
the slowdown is likely to persist which is why it is trying to keep the
mamenturm going by cutting rates,

Back home, an immediate cut in policy rates at the October policy
meeting is unlikely, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been steadfast in
wanting to see retail inflation durably down at 4% before it cuts, To be
sure, the August inflation number came in at 3.7% year-on-year (y-o-y)
but it was a tad above consensus and food prices did not come off com-
fortably enough. In ad , pressure points were visible in core infla-
tion too,with the price the health and education spaces somewhat
elevated. Although inflation is expected to move up to 5% in September,
the average for the July-September quarter would undershoot the RBI's
projected 4.4%, Thereafter falling prices of food and energy could see
headline inflation drifting down to around 4% by March.

Assuch, there is a chance that the RBI might alter its stance from the
current "withdrawal of accommaodation” to neutral in October and cut
the policy rate in December, At the same time, the fact tha idity today

: Opinion

Financing

MNDIA'S RECOVERY FROM the
pandemic has been stellar, GDP
growth rate has averaged no less
than & 3% in the last three years,
with 8,20 in 2023-24 alone. And
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the
flow r.|f financial resources to the com-
i Athereal

In relation to nominal GDF, these reflect
asteady increase from the single-digit

1

Naw Laiii

-
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® FOOD FOR THE WORLD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

In the modern era, through pmgrassme

agricultural

strong ad|

frameworks, and cutting-edge technologies, our effort
is to ensure that India sets global benchmarks for
innavation, sustainability, and safety in the food sector

© PRESSURE ON BANKS
INCREASED DEPENDENCY ON BANK CREDIT HAS POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS FOR FINANCING IN FY25

RENU KOHLI

Senior fellow, Centre for Social &
Ecancmic Prograss, New Delhi

the FY20- F\‘12 peried witnessed a

In forelgn resource

lmuswwhlchtheyhadfa]leneuenbeime
the pandemic (FY20). At - 12% of GDP

lastyear,t

flow shares led by foreign direct invest-
ments (FDIs), FDI resource flows have
fallen b, 2022-23.

maintain the trend, although remaining
below the FY 18-FY 19 lovels (see table),
Underneath the agg'msate pick-up

In this whj];.-,the share of non-bank
d

resource flows has

It Is evident that the widening short-
fall in non-bank financial flows, espe-
bythe

hanks who are bearing the gm\-\nng bur-
den. From amacroeconomic perspective,

growth

deposits, a prudent belt-tightening
imposed by the central bank to improve
the assets-liabilities” balance of the
banking system, and discernible con-
cerns about financial instability risks,
The horizen over which these imbal-
aneces are straightened out remains to
be seen and are uncertain, therefore,
Then too, as the banks seek to increase
the right kind of depesits to align with
their advances, there's accompanying
impact on interest rates due to higher
marginal costs of funds. Further,
'bMause 'banks must lend afresh on the

iatobemniated. Th P

rathm slnwly Met of bank credlt these

however, the shifting ing r.."niemlc
within the sub licit some | prof 329 Within the latterhow-
discomifiort. As the table shows, the ds ever, bank

dency upon bank financing has srbwn
rapidly in the post-pandemic years. At
E i.-ﬂh of overall ﬁnam:lal resaurree f flow

credit flow expanded emceptlm\z]ly rela-

tremd — 1

is far easier than it wasa hsback suggests the stance b
changed even if not articulated. The RBI may choose to formally announce
the change in the stance in December and cut simultaneously. The fall in
bond yields on Thursday — the benchmark 10-year yield ended at
6,7577%, its lowest since February 25,2022 — suggests the bond mar-
kets are pricing in cuts soon. The chances of a cut in December are hlgh
especiallyif the dollarcontinue kenleadingtoan

clation of the rupee, While the central bank can intervene in the market
to stem the appreciation, it would be difficult not to follow competing
economies in the region once they start easing monetary policy. Indone-
sia was quick to make a quarter-point cut on Wednesday and others like
South Korea too also moved.

Moreover,while the local economy grew at a reasonably good 6.7% in
the June quarter, there are pockets of weakness; cars and trucks, for
instance, have not been selling well, and the rural economy is yet to recover
sustainably, While not the most reliable of indicators, the growth in fac-
tory output in July was flat at 4,8% y-o-y compared with June's 4,7% y-
o-y. More importantly, on a seasonally-adjusted basis, industrial output
contracted for the second consecutive month with consumer goods pro-
ductionveryweak. The point is that while GDP could well grow at 7% this
fiscal, the larger informal sector remains fragile with medium and small
enterprises yet to recover from the Covid blows, Leaving interest rates ele-
vated for too long could take a toll on small enterprises,

Exciting economics is often
misguided economics

INTHE LONG-RL what' g with there
IsanMentryDurpwfesslnnls Insular,"E 1 hat com-
petition is good, and that malkets with cmlya iew dammant players are ineffi-
clent, writes th y need totake a

hardlook in the mirror”
Citing a new research paper by (naturally) four economists, which analyses
almost 6,000 award-wining academlcs In 18 dLv:l llnes,he notes that the recip-

points above the pre- pandemlc auemge,
47,200, Irwas also afurtherincrease from
the preceding; 5904, which toowasa
significant(14.5 percentage points) jump
In oneyear(2022-23)

“The sharp growth in bank credit shares
reflects a devolvement of the growing
deficit in non-bank resource flows, espe-
cially foreign. The data show that these
sharp increases occur in the context of a
severe drop in the share of external
e Again,
fromn last year, FY'2 3, However, the deficit
deepen cnnsldefahlym F'YH ‘with for-
elgn ngto f}' kh
net the lowest since 2007-08 when the

begins.Ata 5,
clal ﬂaws, It was just a quarter of the pre-
pandemic average (FY08-FY20, 20,8%),
Note that the long-term average before
the pandemnic masks a significant reduc-
tion In foreign flow share during FY14-
FY19 to Latb. It's difficult to say if these
represent a trend or short cycles because

ingfinancial corporations (NEFCs) (minus
bank credit) grew 67% in FY 24 to 4.4

lakh agal increase.

ofth | ding are
yet to become clear. Some features and
concurrent developments indicate so,
For one, the increasing pressure on
banks for financing much of the com-
mercial sector, = two-thirds in FY24
col

des with decelerating growth in

Flows of resources to commercial sector: Bank credit & foreign flows

Total flow Bank credit | Foreign fl
(2 lakh erare)

200708 102 &6 31

2008-0% 23 &2 21

2009-10 105 &8 22

00011 129 7.3 5

2011-12 120 &7 23 138 553 191
2012-13 a5 | 7.0 31 144 LB.6 nzr
01314 138 | 78 [x] 123 | 553 180
2014-15 =5 | 58 23 | 109 L% 186
2015-14 152 7B 25 | 110 510 182
201417 138 50 28 | 90 ECT 20,0
2017-18 [T 2.2 34 | 125 s27 158
2018-1% 237 123 ie | 125 51L% 183
201920 154 58 54 | 77 7 53
2020-71 168 &6 1B | a4 79 27
2011-72 229 104 6.2 2.7 457 273
2022-23 204 175 35 110 59.2 120
2023-24 351 23 20 119 &34 5B
Source: RBI, C50 & suthor's calculatons. Mote: Bank cradi "‘I e 2

te-linked benchmark, the proba-
'bl.eoﬁ'settnshleldthemtlnmmmar
gins may be a rise in the loan premium
— the outcome could be adverse for
riskier, albeit smaller, borrowers.,
Twao, it Is doubtful if the NBFCs'lend-
Ing pace in the current year can match or
exceed last year's surge in loan growth in
]t&fLmeabaueandIMmdmduhy
Three, the financing pressures arealso
cmnc]d.em with a decreased share of

grossnational disg i Poten-
tial i i the
equilibrium real interest rate, which is
impacted by the movements in savings
and balances against investment
demand,are uncertain at this point,
Relative tonominal GDP — this bs pre-
dicted by the REI to grow marginally
slowerat 11,7% in FY25 than the 11.9%:
last year — the advancement in total
financial flows acquires significance
ahead h'e do not know whether hank

Ingdominance asa source nfﬁnmcl.ngﬂnr
the commercial sector this year as well.

Meither do we know the intensity of the
fallout of these pressures on credit
growth, If a credit slowdown lies ahead
consequentlyis difficult to say, therefore,

Thecautionisofa hlcldm cnnsl:ramt that
of which cktothe
real econamy. F‘manclng growth could
thanb

A mismatch of expectations and reality

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

Podicy researcher & corparate advisor

- @ssmumbai

As India’s younger workforce strives to meet its
economic aspirations, it’s crucial that we don’t
sacrifice their health and happiness in the process

THE RECENT DEATH of a 26-year-old EY
employee in Pune, allegedly due towork-
related stress has casta harshlight on the

lents of the major prizes,i g the spent
half theircareerat just eight universities: Har\rardfwhere lteach), Yale, Princeton,
Stanford, M[T the University of Chicago, Columbia and Berkeley". “This Is a far

I faced by India’s young work-
force, Theincident Issad,and should d
ourattention to stress and poorwork cul-

higher ionthan flelds, ture. Her mother calling out the com-

[amhan:llyanapulnglstfnrmypmfnsslnn but [wwl.dframetheLuuedlffer pany’s Juestions about
ently. The first point is that ir- [t i fail
prisingresult ically ith thel, d d.Inno- ing the very p

vations tend to be guhtle — they could also be degmbed less generously, as
underwhelming — concerning the relative size of effects, So it is hard for radieal
new ldeas to come out of nowhere, and that does lead to some geographic con-
centration, centred in the highest-reputation schools,

Compare this to the blosciences, where the successes of mRNA vaccines have
been startling. Katalin Karikd, who shared the 2023 Nobel Prize in Medicine for her
research into mRNAtechnu]ngy,dld not receive awnumd professorship at a top

GLP-1drugs,whichappear highly effective in
treating obesity and other maladies, were developed in
Denmark, not at a US research u nwerglty.

Can i pwith truly no or
ideas? Probably not. If there s a recession, or say hyper-
inflation, there isastandard kit of tools invalving mone-
tary policy, fiscal policy, deregulation, and some other
policy changes. Economists can and do argue about the
right mix of those policies in a particular case. But there
s no"reew drug” waiting to be discovered.

This lack of nc s not mak
entific, Brazil, using standard economic tools, was able to
beat back hyperinflation 30 years ago. !nes:d.ent Javlel

less scl-

COWEN

loomierg

Gen Z belng incapable of | handling
wnrkpmsumuawmmmﬁmn,lmt it
i thelargerth
Is a broader, more comnplex reality, Every
generation has faced burnout. Baby
Boomers dealt with high blood pressure

corporate world without having devel-
oped the resilience needed to handle
jpressure. This is not an issue of genera-
tional weakness but a mismatch
between and reality,a trap

and constant availability, China’s 996 culture — working 9am to 9
India's cnrpome culture is notorious pm,six daysaweek —has faced pushback
forblurring il by ik znd
I Whil globalandl erful, outh Korea has alan attempted to
ing Indian I have instl d curbum!l(hmlm butthe oy
Ihealthinitiat d flexiblework ched. In India, we take sim-

ppolicies, these often remain symbolic.
In our society, success is often cele-

ilar prlde in long hours and relentless
hard work,often equating itwithdedica-

thatweasa saclety have helped shape.
For businesses, the selution lies in
empamyan.d adapta'bl]lry Theold com-

brated as the ultimate marker of worth, tion and pmdul:tlvlty trol style of g

defined by visible milestones — wealth, ForGen Z,thesi i i Iy ment, which hasises hi hy and
status, rapid ca.mersmwﬂl and maleml challenslns. They crave meanlns and obedience, ls Incm:ulng]y at odds with
accomy purp likely what young workers need. Today's
pushes  individuals to to push back against toxic employees thrive under leadership that
chase external validation, . cultures, Unlike previous am| haslseslnﬂuence impact, and col-
often at the cost of their Tod;fﬁ::r:phm I rnd:z'gynu.w |:h£rannn i Pavmllmﬂl:t

well-being. It cascades

professionals are more

ent todayis the

and heart disease in their prime working  acrosscommunities, com- leadership that willing to say no, They are
years, Gen X was no stranger to burnout, panies, and even coun-  emphasises influence, notasafraid of losing jobs
as bong hours and "overachievement” tries, creating a collective impact, and because they believe they
became badges of honour. What is differ- culture where relentless [y M . haveoptions,

ith which glorified,and Firms. Yet, placing the blame
youngworkers, speuaﬂy(}enz confront burnout is normalised.  must realise that each  solely on businesses is an
these issues, often amplified hy social Socletal pressure infle-  amployee is unique cwerslmpllflcatlon The
media, Esp after th we ences strue- dividual plays a role as
see nwreopenoonver!atmns,and even  tures, where high-stress wall The drive toexcel, rise
media coverage of topics such as mental ermned yio quickly,and I Ith is oft

health, stress, and emotional burnout.
In India, me stakes are high. W'lth

“win®, and it shapes national identities
wherve economic sm\-\rth often takes

near lationaged

35 years, the ynunger warkforce s

Milei of Argentina is pursuing some ti
reforms, and if those policies are allowed to perslst —a hlg If, but mnstly a'bnut
pr.llltl.cg - they will surxeed Many nations have

! icadvice,
As for mlcwmonamlcs if there Is too much trafficon a I\IglhwayJ mngest]r.m
pﬂclnguguallywnrl&Iftherelm't gh housing, deregul

eliminating rent control are worth a try. "The point is not that economists have all
the answers — we h, ve listof p

Asatool of organised inquiry, economics was relatively late to deuelop, F.ucll.d

pmceded:\damSmlth by a couplh Butonce there
ing tools, the core’ e remedies"were filleding

The speed of stems from the limited o
clples such as supply and demand, thus making it relatively easy to derive thell
majorimplications.

yview, the top ics def Iessm’apmb]emthansumof
hel 11k Th b offifth p had
stronger incentives to specialise and experiment instead of trying to rise in the
rankings by following up on research,

In the meantime, [ am not worrled about Harvard. Economies professor Ed
Glaeseris oneof the fathers of the current YIMBY m Larry Summers and
Jason Furman were prescient about inflation. Raj Chetty is America's leading
researcheron economic and social mobility.And of course David Deming himself
Iswaorthy of sustained attention,

‘Yes, breakthroughs in economics are rave. But we have built an impressive
catalogue of selutions to real-word problems, How many other flelds can say
the same?

"ly
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tions of an emerging superpower, This
puts immense pressure on them to
achieve success quickly. This is com-
paunded by the modern corporate envi-

happiness or health of

theworkforee,
Countrieslike [apan,China,and South
Korea have 1r.|ng been known for their
In Japan, the con-
oepmi“kamshl", ordeath from overwork,
isastark reflection of th beading

self-imposed, Many enter the workf

each emplayue'is unique, While some
may thrive in high-pressure environ-
ments,others may struggle,

We also cannot overlook the reality
that stress is universal, transcending

. gender, and even the form of
employment. The informal sector, which
makes up nearly 909 of India's labour
pool, faces immense stress, albelt of a
different nature, For these workers, the
pressure isnotabout meeting deadlines
orperfor Tt about

with unrealistic expectations, fuelled by
social media's glorification of the "hustle

sheer survival,
Stress is not going away, but our

culture” The| ‘mnakeit"fastcan
become overwhelming.

At the same time, from a young age,
students are taught to prioritise acade-
mie SLCCESS above all else, with little

on lonal i or

ronment, where multi 15, their
Indian counterparts, and even start-ups
demand high performance, long hours,

.mmmsmdwrpo
rate attempts to limit working hours,
albeit with mixed success. Slml]arly

HE EDITOR

Are we ready for one
nation, one election?
From 1951 to 1947, India did largely
follow the practice of one nation, one
alection (OMOE). After that, many
states lost their power due to several
raasons , owing to which mid-term

ions were held and India slowl;
withdrew the ONOE, We should not
forget that India is & vast country with
constituencies spread across remaote
regions. How will the politicians cover

iveck Goenka, Edit

h i try in a shaort p
two manths? Do the central and state
governments have the manpower to
regulate and manitor elections? The
Modi government should have
consultad all pobtical parties befare
taking this drastic decision. Also, one
must imagine the confusion when
multiple parties try to hold ralkes,
Finally, it is incomprehensible why the
government remains tight-lipped on
wihen itwill be implemented.,
~Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, Faridabad

stress ma nagement. This hyper-com-
petitive environment doesn't permit
failure, which means many enter the

Fed rate impact

The US Federal Reserve's 50 basis
point rate cut is expected to have a
mixed impact on foreign institutional
investors (Flls) in India, Typically, such
& cutwould boost investment in
emerging markets, but India's high
market valuations are a concem. Flls
are cautious about entering a market
perceived as overvalued, despite the
rate cut. However, India's projected
GOP grawth of over 4% and corporate

P to it must evolve. As India's
younger workforce strives to meet its
econgmic asplirations, it's crucial that we
don't sacrifice thelr health and happi-
ness in the process. For all workers, the
ability to cope with stress Is shaped by a
varietyof factors, including upbringing,
personal resilience, and individual goals,
There is no one-size-fits-all solution,

earnings growth of 14-15% over the
mext five years present a compelling
long-term growth potential, The
actual impact on Fll sentiment with
regard to india hinges on market
wvaluations and earnings growth
praspects, While the Fed rate cut
creates a favourable environment,
India‘s market dynarmics will ultimatedy
dictate the level of forsign investment.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
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Solar strategies
Latest investiment ;w‘ams area !nng term bet

he recently concluded REINVEST meet at

Gandhinagar was ambition personified; it

raked ina slew of renewable energy
investment proposals, amounting to $386 billion and
acapacity creation of 570 GW in solar power (13245
lakh crore) by 2030, Those lining up to invest include
Reliance Industries (100 GW), ReNew Power Private
Ltd (41 GW), Adani Green Ventures (39GW), NTPC
(41 GW), Tata Power (15 GW), SECI (10 GW) and

several others,
_‘6‘_ * has a non-fossil fuel capacity of 207 GW
l (including hydel and nuclear power) 4
over 150 GW essentially comp
and wind power, Going by the re
achieving the global commitment of 500 GW
of non-fossil fuel capacity by 2030 scems
sy even as current sol
lowever, annual additions of 10-15
GW will have to be ramped up multiple times
to get to India's estimated solar potential of
TA9GW. The investment interest comes at
time when India’s solar sector is once
ng some churn, India's production linked
incentives for solar cells and modules,
accompanied by a hike in tariffs, have
unu]mi ina dmp inimports Irum( I1|n N

T place this resolve in perspective, India

which lists outa p,mul of suppliers for”
government sponsared solar projects, These
empanelled producer: 1y to be at the
forefront in evincing investment interest.
This lled Approved Listof Models
and M cturers (ALMM),
i reply to Rajya
ion on solar imports,
newspaper, explains the
hina's share inimports of solar
nodules has fallen from nearly 90
percent in FY 22 (84 billion out o
billion) to 62 per cent ($3.9 billion out of
$6.2 hilliun) in FY 24, The wrend has
stained this fiscal. A Seprember 7
notification by the Ministry of Renewable
an ALMM list for solar cells
@ one pertains to modules) is
being drawn up, The ALMM push,
abandoned in the Covid years owing tothe
supply shock, has been reintroduced ata
time when domestic capacities o
improving. However, the sel
companies as well as allog l:mml'luulm\m
be done transparentl
equity or bonds, including
credit, must be similarly organised.

The solar push is perhaps more about
geopolitics than economics, Indeed, India's
solar protectionism coincides with falling
maodule and even battery prices worldwide,
which could increase domestic power cos
Domestic module pricesatabout 122 per
Wart peak, are higher than Chinese prices of
115 per Wp. Likewise ‘stationary’ lithium ion
battery prices have fallen from close to $400
per kWhin 2017 toabout $150/KWh now.
But ahigh solar capacity will boost energy
security. India can emerge as a hub for
module and cell production at a time when
the US and others are looking at alternatives
to China, Solar isalong-term bet.

uf

O imports fro
Sabha (August 8) qu
reportedint
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“Is that what the expert committee found out?

\ ‘Neither a borrower nor a lender be'?!” .

RGOPALAN
MC SINGHI

ith the Periodic
Labour Force Survey
dataon job

seckers and workers

now avallable on an
annual bagis simee 2007-18 a8 against
their earlier availability on o
quinquennial basis, one key data
constraint has moderated. The Centre
for Monitoring In conomy (CMIE)
has also been providing regubar dataon
labour participation and employment
rate for rural and urban areas for over a
decade now.

At the global level, Internarional
Labour Organization provides dataon
unemployment on acomparable basis
forall countries including India, The
thiee sets of data on employment do not
deplet a uniform pleture,
coverage and partly due to the definition
of unemployment, We propose to
examine these data here,

Anunemployed person as per L0V s
one aged 15 or above, who

il ly meets three o
being unemployed for a given week;
being available to take a job within two
weeks: having actively sought a job in the
last four weeks or having found one
starting in less than three months.
Unerployment is when potential
labourers of an economy are neither
working nor actively searching for a job
inthe market,

litions:

NESO'S APPROACH
NSSO defines uncmployment either on
the basis of currently weekly status
{c \mmlcnnmrpnnupu]aml
1l|hﬁld|.l|’\' activity status (P5+38), In
CWS, aIKrmu:mmmpinm.!:ll:l."shx is
not wurklng, fora dayin the preceding
week of the visit but seekingactivelya
Job. In P5+88, a person is unemploy
hejshe is not working for a reasonable
ear, The basic issue,
owever, is the treatment to the unpaid
ly workers,
AIE estimates the size of the labour
rd the unemployment rate in
irectly ilun:r\'inul?g;l large
sample of randomly selected houscholds
and all members therein of over 15 years
ofage.

Face-to-face interviews are conducted
with each household, Responses are
sought toclassify each eligible member
of the surveyed houschelds intoany one
of the fellowing four statuses with
respect toemployment unemployment
ason the date of the survey: is curren
emploved: i not emploved but iswilling
rowork and booking for a job; ks not
employed, willing mwwd but is not

1 "1

businessline,
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L@n., 6 the

employment scene

NOT UNIFORM. Due t

stim

W07-18 507 a6 498 489
023 GOS8 S04 519 567
Unemplzyment rate (LFPR-werkers|(LFPR® 100
0718 51 T8 6 B4
W2 2 54 1} 44
Source: CMIL and Periodic Labour Foroe Survey, MOSP

Rooking for a job: and is not employed,
notwilling towork and not looking for a
b,

‘The estimate of the labour foree in
P§ udes: (a) the persons who
cither worked or were seckingor
available for work for a relatively long
part of the 365 days preceding the date
of survey; and (b) those persons from
amang the remaining population who
had worked at least for 30 days during
the reference period of 365 days.

‘The estimate of labour force
m.ordllq, to the current M'L'hlv-it.mn

CMIE
oot} Huwban sl
bove 15 years)

LI} 48.4 a6 2 a7
404 5.6 405 ns 05

95 ar 45 52 a7
1 5.l £ B3 1.6

secking/or available for work for ot least
oive hour on any diy durlng the seven
days preceding the date of survey.

“The differences in the way the labour
:’mu and the unemployed are defined in
NS8O, CMIE are reflected inannual
labour force rates and the rates of
unemployment as indicated in the Table,

[Even in case of N8S0, the labour force

participation rate rthe CWSis
]uw\-nh.m PS+ mllln-dll'l’u\n.,\-
the Years,

istently higher. Labour force

approach is derbved by ingthose
whoworked for at least one hour or were

While NSSO data show
an ml.w..N. in

shows it to be declining.
Given the differences in
the rates of unemplovment,
question may arise which
number is closer to reality

rate in CMIE has been
by lower compared with the

50 data show an
¢ in participation rate, CMIE
tobe declining. Given the
differences inthe
unemployment, question may arise
which number s closer 1o reality.

[Before we make an assessment, it may
e worthwhile wo look at four
observations based on PLFS 2022.23,
First, on i current weekly basis, data
show that more than 80 per cent of the
workers were employed on all days.

Waorkers who were u
n five days

employed for
week were just
reent of total workers,

Second, in terms of hours of work, all
categories of workers reported working
more than 42 hoursaweck and inthe
case of salaried persons it was close to 50

eating m\lﬂ:ullImu,,'Iu]n'\'ma\'lmL-
not been pakd, they worked for most part
of theweek. In the case of self-employed
[persons, wages are implicit in operating
AIE does not recognise family

as also ascertained
additional hours of work, if that is
available. The number of workers who
reported for the availabilivy for
additional work was B9 per cent of total
workers,

CONTRARY TO OKUN'S LAW
CMIE's labour force participation rate
(LFPR) has actually moderated, more so
in the post-pandemic period.
Notwithstanding the robustness of
survey methodology, a near static
workforee s contrary to the empirically
tested Okun's Law which establishes a
relationship between unemployment
and GDP growth, The post Covid period
has witnessed a sharp recovery and
without an increase in the number of
workers, such an upsurge may be rather
difficult o accept.

Inviiew of this, PLFS unemployment
data are considered by us as closer to
realiny, and actual uncmployment may
e close vo 4 o4.5 per cent of LFPR only.

Thot writer i bormer Sacretary, Econcmic Afurs, and
Simghi s Former Sensoe Economic Adviser, Minisiry of
Finance. Views are personal

Why women’s savings don’t translate into credit

Lenders perceive women borrowers as riskier and costlier to serve, and many women themselves are not credit-ready

—
Sonal Jaitly
Ankita Bhat

ndia as almost eliminated the

gender gapin access tobank

accounts with the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yojana (PMIDY). More
women have access to bank accou
and more women are saving in these

savers are holding up the h.ml:c':x. Per
capla, savings by women in bank
aocounts arc approximately 3 pu went
higher than by men, with
bank deposit of T42.503 by wunun
Women have been good suppliers of
savings to banks; however, they remain
severely unse nd underserved
when it comes to credit.

According toa 2020 study, women in
India receive credit equivalent toonly 27
per cent of the deposits they contribute
o the banking system, e men
recetve credit equal vo 52 per cent of
their deposits,

IFC estimates an €137 erillion gap in
the demand and supply of credin for
wormen-led enterprises in India.
Interestingly, this gender gap in credit
persists despite women demonstrating
lower credit risks across various loan

categories, In 2022, 57 per cent of
women borrowers had a prime (credit
score of nearly 700 and less
.l'|>m|,-,.um|m\d 1o 51 percent orumh,-
borrowers, as per TU CIBIL.

If figures from CIRIL are any
indication, only 65 million women are
ereditactive in India as compared 1o 156
million men. This means financial
providers serve barely 14 per cent of 453
million eredit-cligible women in India,

LIMITED TO SMALL VALUE
The curious ease of system-wide credit
allocation t women begins and ends
with small ticket-size loans in India.
Lending towoemen has become
synonymous with microfinance lending
under “weaker sections™ and loans 1o
individual women up to Tl lakh under
PSL (priority sector lendin
The average ticket size of microfinance
Roans (with 98 per cent female clientele)
in 2023 stood at T43,200, per the Bharat
Microfinance Repost.

According to RBI, which classifies
loans under 82 lakh as “small borrowal

accounts,” women's share of the total
CRILSLAT amount, even under this
category or cent

companed to 58 per cent for men,
Women constitute 20 per cent of India's
63 million MSMEs; hawever, they
constitute only 7 per cent of outstanding

LOANS. Women don't get their due share

ereditvo the MSMEs sector,

The poor supply of credit to women is
e vo multiple factors, Primary among
them is biases that impact both the
supply side (the benders) and the
demand side (the women borrowers).
Lenders perceive women borrowers as
rigkier and costlier vo serve, with limived
data footprint, credit history, and less
formal sector experience.

Many women borrowers (indiv
as well as women-led collectives)

documents, guur«l!lo&:ﬂ.aml collaterals
required for accessing productive credit,
They also lack the time and confidence
o follow through the application
[process in many ¢
Thereisalsoa huldm segment that Is

eredit-ready but credit-averse and
decides not 1o borrow from formal
lenders.

usion Is due 1o various
reasons, ranging from bad user
Me-COMEUMIng processes,
ourage debt from
formal lenders, lack of support systems,
fear of backlash on loan default, and lack
of confidence in theirability o repay.

It is time that the sector invests in
gender-intelligent banking and does not
et WOMmEn 48 CUSLOmer segments
limited to pricrity sector lending,
government schemes, and the
micro-lemding portfolio. Without access
1o adequate credit, women
entrepreneurs struggle to tap into
Tigher-value areas of even the sectors
they dominate, and lenders find it
difficult to graduate them beyond
microboans. A vicious :_wlclﬁulm“]!lu
be broken,

Credit is animportant ool to support
women's growing entrepreneurial
aspirations across India, Rescarch shows
that elosing that gap can add as much as
6 trillion vo global GDF, When offered

context, aned r
women and India realise their economic
asplrations,
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Financial skulduggery

FATF lauds India’s anti-money laundering efforts

—
Ritwik Pandey
Smarak Swain

performance in the 2024

Financial Action Task Force
{FATF) Mutual Evaluation Report
(MER) underscores the nation's
robust and multifaceted approach
o addressing the eritical issues of
money laundering (ML) and
terrorist financing (TF). Asone of
the few countries to be placed in
the “regular follow-up"” category
{which is the best outcome
possible}, India’s achievement

I ndia"s exemplary

ENSURING. Financial integrity

the Indian system is its use of a
whole-of government approach

highlights its strong
o financial integrity.

Authoritics in India havea
strong understanding of ML/TF
rigks, as documented in the 2022
National Risk

There is continuous domestic
coordination and co-operation on
Anti-Moncy Laundering (AML)
nnd(.uunu nm{thc Financing of
(CFT) issuesat both

(NRA),
and various sectoral and thematic

the p-o]lc\' and o]x'nlloml levels

ik d from
time to time. These assessments
are crucial in identifying new and
emerging threats and
vulnerabilities, For example, the
rigk arising from a cash-based

it the land state levels.
The Inter-Ministerial
Coordination Committee
H Iu‘:ldn!'lwthL lh:\mm

economy has led 1 Rn'cnuc]
fmmmdr\':lr}lﬁnglhn arulMl:evbodwgonqurms(l\a(
infrastructure for seamless digital nll.lcll.'vanlmlmtmﬂ.

ions. The g 's : 3, and law
F imed at fi agencies w
[} ing digital s d d manner o tackle
and reducing reliance on cash, ML/TF threats effectively.

whichare nlurl illl'fl& ult o trace
be

Owerall supervision and
itoring is conducted o

and mor

used for ML/TF purposes. Thcl:m
Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile (JAM)
trinity is as much about

mitiga ng\!L'I'I rwk:nsms
about

apex level
Intelligence Council {
chaired by the Finance M
As llﬂt\‘dll! India’s ME
ivesof law

The threat assessment revealed
that major ML threats in the
banking sector stem from loan
frauds and cyber frauds. The MER

sgrm‘lc: bothat the Central and
State bevel are in line with the
[TF risks identified in the

mul:_\'rmm'{lrﬂIalwnh_\'lndialu
address these, such as:
widespread access to Central
Fraud Registry (CFR) 1o
stakcholders; establishment of
the Indian Cybercrime
Coordination Centre (14C) in

information ﬁh'lnm( hasalsobeen
possible due to greater
digital isation, sudlnslllrwgh

public-private partnershipin

2020, establishment of a developing a nuanced
semi-automated helpline for understanding of risks and in
cybercrime victimsin 2021, which  policymaking.
has helped in recovery of monies One of the key findings of FATF
stolen in cyber frawds; and is that there njrm‘xigcnrml
establishment of a FinTech understanding of risks and
Department within REI in Zuzim obligations as well as appli?rion
novativ of mitigati in the

foster
1o facilitate live testing of
products or servi

ce, what we
LE ]

WHOLE-OF-GOVT APPFROACH
In today's volatile, uncertain,

itis

financial imugriiv
financial crimes, an

policymaking.

thtlng

c\omph %, and ambiguous (VUCA)
global

important to embrace a strategic,
adaptable, and forward-looking
approach toidentifying and
addressing risks, A key strength of

thehindubu

omemissien),
and Swainis Director in the Departement of
Revenue. They were part of the Central
Coondanating Tearm for India’s Mutual
Evakuation, Views e personal

inessline,
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US immigration, abortion decoded

POLL ISSUES. Immigration has been a growth driver. Liberal abortion laws have led to reduced crime rates over time

NILANUAN BANIK

nthe early nineties, crime rate in
the US began torise. Most of
these crimes were committed by
the teenagers,

However, starting in the early
2000s, there was a drastic decline in the
erime rate, Experts attributed the
decline in crime rates to strong US
cconomic performance during the
1990s, more policing activities, and the
proliferation of gun control laws, among
others,

Apart from these factors, the
landmark Roe vs Wade judgment in 1973
that legalised abortion also played akey
role in reducing erime rates.

rudies show that children b

rincome households are uneducated

and are more likely to take up criminal
activities when they grow up. After Roe v,
Wade, marny women F;lvm poorer
backgrounds were able tochoose
abortion, This significant factor ledtoa
drastic and indirect effect on falling
crime rates.

‘This explains a lesser crime rate in the
US during early 2000s, with abortion
arguably playing an important role,

ARORTION AND IMMIG RATION
Fast forward 2024, As the battle for

that b

Government expenditure on education
tofal (% of GOP)
m

inflation. Without the influx of
immigrants, the job growth would likely
have been eloser 1o 60,000 to 100,000
permonth. In fact, the US has plenty of
Jobs for the migrant population.

Astudyat the Yale University found
thet withsout immigration, the fabour
force would have decreased by about 1.2
million people from 2019 to the end of
2023 due to population ageing. The
nation's ageing population i si:mling o
labour shortages in some industries and
may result ina smaller workforee paying
taxes to support federal programs ke
Social Security and Medicare.

Take for example, the State of Maine
in the East Coast. Witha median age of
45.1, Maine has the oldest population of
any US state. Maine is known for its
abundance of lobsters and its large older
population are increasingly unable or
unwilling tocatch, clean, and sell these
crustaceans, which constitutea
S1-billion industry for the state,

Asaresult, companies are turning to
foreign-born workers to fill the gap, As
the US ages, Maine provides a glimpse
intothe potential economic impact and
highlights the crucial role that
low-skilled immigrants are likely to play
in filling the labour market ﬁjps created
by the retirement of native-|
waorkers.

‘While the influx may present
near-term challenges, it isalso
enhancing the American economy’s

inl. Employers are able to hire
maore quickly, thanks in part tothe influx

next US l'lcm!cnnmcns‘l'l.ﬂ a]:n:v 1] of labour.

h 2010 i 2004 2016 2018 200 i i could h\lp reduce the
with is their stance on abortion. While ‘Source: Workd Bank Data federal it by stimu
Kamala Harris advocates legalisation of growth and expand thwurhru: -age
abortbon, Denald Trump is generally i flects ic and social tax base, Data mggc«u:ln: immigration
SCCT A8 sUppoTting states that have RO condilions_ haswn'lrlbulcdtoagwwthofﬁ ITII||'IUI1
enacted abortion bans, Harris criticized Out of the 101 middle-income d the Biden-Ha in the lab  anmual

Trump for his role in the Dobbs . Jackson
Womien's Health Organtzation ruling,
which rolled back abortion rights.

counlm.;lmmlhccarl\ I‘J"Ds Dﬂl\ 23

admlmstmwn fr.lr I‘KII\{{ lenient on

advanced tok
by 2018, Almml n]t of tlwsc ;m:LrssFuI

B :1n-rputu.u.s
have allowed “terrorists,” “criminals,”

has been strongest in leis:
and construction.

Slower growth in Japan and Europe
can In‘ att nhul(’d toan

hoﬁpit:ﬂlt}'

Tr\lmpappulnlcd three oﬂhc Supreme countr ies p ey and “drug dealers™ Toente rthe US,
the Additienally, a more | 1 hio
I:ndmalkdnmun T||clung term While the impact of aborti a i T‘rump s 0Wn
impact of abor studie lon' the well-being b.:h:!l “America First" pollcy.
point out, could be the growth of an over alonger period, immigrati Iti
educated workforce, q .h;.- b 2 th \,4 Immig 11!u.-.1w1\ Tocal jobs,
Ahigher uneducated workforce in the ial candid i However, this may not always be the

long run can inhibit growth,
Cross-country evidence suggests that
increased investment in education is
assoctated with higher per capita
income.

Inthe early 1960, China, India, and
South Korea had similar levels of per
capita income, The dramatic rise of
South Korea to high-income status and
‘China to upper middle-income status is
largely antributed to their significant

cam, however, have |Mrr:mmu\dlalc

Foreign migrant labour has
led to a significant growth
to the US labour market

and has helped maintain
US consumption, a key
component of GDP

case, Whether for high-skilled or
low-skilled positions, the
historically effectively ut;

pop
immigration policy. As
um]lhl:rn:nwugagc G [J]’grmuh
tends to slow, support costs rise, and
povernment budges come under
increased pressure.

Many empirical studies have found
that GDP growth slows roughly one to
one with declines in labour force and

mlgnnl lﬂbwtm:lwm Eni growth, Viewed through this
native di g I.cm the US" tolabour
the: wage. |mmlgm'l|wlhul|c|pt d mammlnlln us
Avrecent analysie by the ki i —akey
Institution estimated that L"mpluwrs GO

could add 160,000 vo 200,000 jobs per
month this year without significantly
leading toa rise in wage or price

The writes is Proessor, Mahindra Universty,
Hyderabad

Making Al work in customer service

M Muneer The ications of Al-based
chatbots will be even more in India
hether Ius)\)urmk.lravtl where the diversity in culture, language
agency, hosp PP d dialects is huge. The
cOmpany, you pl ion of Al cannot bea
d voices, or chatbots th firs-all model. It will face

them. Inadequate training data that
leads to poor Al performance is the
sixth scenario. Al requires extensive
training data to function effectively.
Our customer service scenarios are
highly varied or inadequare, and this

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. are attimes so frustrating. Chatbots unique challenges and may result in biased training data will be

an'nolhmgbul)\l programmes. The worst-case scenarios that impact problematic.
September 20, 2004 idea in :Im customer and business Instead of blindly joining the Al

I veay -m putation. What could be some of the. bandwagon, consider the following:

BSNL, Reliance bag deal for community phones s fr i AL Tread with caution s s *Train the Al systems to understand
BSNL and Relianc e Infocomm will share the contract for setting up i I:tavold.‘dlrmmg peopleto Firstis potentially the failure to local languages, di ﬁ]m!.mdmlruml
phones in 50,000 villages with support from Universal Services Obligation information like Google does. understand local languages and stringent data privacy regulations, but nuances
(USCH) fundd, Whike the two companies had sepasately bid for most of the The global chatbot llnrl:ﬂ!! slated dialects. abreach can lead to severe * Implement a hybrid approach of Al
willages, BSNL won the contract for roling out community phanes in w 8-fold in the next decade 1o $43 Second, .l\lal,.mmhmshawa q for busi Al fficiency with uman empathy
twa-thirds of the specihed villages. billion and Indian market is already Ii to grasp collect and process * Invest in strong data protection

growingat 24 per cent y-o-y. But can and ities, which Itin ustomer d imes be feguard customer
FMCG firms plan capacity ion to pru st they really replace humans in terms of 7 that seem inappropri ible to security breaches, and nf i
Steadily i n:re-m-n.;unpul o5t have |mlu-d FMCG companies to rethink their handing specific and difficult queries? offensive. will cause trust issues, * Ensure your Al is scalable and
manufacturing strategles. Many of them are moving away from contract More iImportantly, n‘ill:l\c\' have Athird case is tech ghitches during Fifth, an over-rellance on relkable, espectally during high-demand
manufacturing to begin investing in capacity expansion. According to research «empathy, one of "‘," 1 " iod itk i lead human periods.
firm S5K1 Securities, the ind % a5 much as Rs 600 mel Innmomcrac e hings technological, Al support. I P Lo Cut costs, * Regularly upsiate and improve Al
imvestment this fiscal in capacity sxpansion. a h peri i i SOme P on Al Systems

Jjourney dits especially during peak peri as i stafftoa
The right ‘FiT’ for textiles, post quota era ! i -" h fiestival ! minimum. Disaster strikes when Al Museer .3 Fortune-500 shisee, 113149 inveitee
With the quata abolition in the global textile trade around the corner, the suggest solutions. d Fourth is data pri d security fails to resolve issues and there are no Sounder of th

th UNCTAD' b | Trade Centre has recognition will bcanolhcrchnllcngc. concerns, India may not as yet has human agents to take over to resolve Innavation
Introduced an | T-based benchmarking tool called “The FiT', which would
enable hrms pare their | with that of comy
- -
BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2530 ... NOT 50 EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01, Reduce by a tenth (8)
07. Kind of lyric poem (5)

01, Great overflow of water (6)
02. Force nto narrower

tenth (8)

07. Nothing deep maybe about this sort of poem (5)

01, Mice back in a historical occasion reduce it by a

01, River will flood when it comes round the ear (6)

02, Make it smaller cross MEP has to bear (8)

03, It may be lunch made by the mill (4)

08, Start to use balm and back pain may go (7)
09, Sudden desine to get up and smibe perhaps (7)
10, Clothed in different rig at end of August (4)
12. Many set out to achieve general pardon (7)
14, Rocket-Lunched weapon will not hit, but e

17, Contented sound turns up right, and right again (4)
18, Put one in chains: if slack, he might (7)

08, Back trouble (7) space (B)
09, Sudden inclination 03, A repast (4)

toact (7) 04, Three-horse Russian

10, Clothed in (4) wvehicle (6)

12. General pardon (7) 05. Fencing-sword (4)

14, Nuclear-powered 06 A cure (&)

weapan (7) 07. The cost (7) around (7)
17. Sound of feline 11, Duped (7)

cantent (4) 13 In the cutskirts of town (8)

18. Fetter somebody (T) 14, Talisman ()

21, Arch of the spectrum (T}
22 Possessed (5)

23, Flower of the lily

Family {8)

15. Vim (&)

16, Gradual increase: (6)
19, Female refative (4)
20, Record (4)

21, Arc-en-ciel depicted by artist in East End of
Landon (7)

23, Admitted having done wrong to have put
tungsten in it (5)

23, Flower from China - thy version of it (8)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2529

ACROSS 7. Concatenation 8. Penultimate 12. Siphon 14, Taking 16. Sarine 18, Ranked 19. Professions 23. Bullding: block
DOWN 1. Hoop 2. Scan 3. Stolen 4, Insist 5. Stoa 6, Dove 9, Emperor 10, Thicken 11, Aged 12. 5050 13. Own 15, Ala 17, Emetic 18. Resign 19, Pout 20, Owis 21, Oily 22 Sock

04, With a team of three it got nothing the Ark could

previde (6)
05, It will

it th T —

it (4)

06, My red eczema starts to be shifted by this cure (8)

07, Cost of former perny seen to change (7)
11, Deceived by wse of red tick (7)

13, In thee outskdrts burn a bus for it (8)

14, Mother's bed may bring her good luck (6)

15, Power exerted as men without a beader turn grey (6)
16, Development of acceleration due to gravity worth

adapting (6)
19, She may give her nephew a nut to chew (4)
20, Record s compact, as this shows (4)

NO-NDE
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One election’ plan will
be hard to implement

The Union Cabinet's approval of the report submitted by the panel head-

ONE. NATION
3| ONE ELECTON

-

‘el by former President Ram Nath Kovind recommending simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha and all state Assemblies is at best an attempt
by the BJP to build a narrative for the intraduction of a presidential sys-
Iem The Opposition has called it an impractical idea which goes against feder-
inciples, the Constitution and demacracy,
he praposal by the | envisages two-bevel elections — first, simultaneous
electians to the Lok Sabha and the state Assemblies, to be followed by elections
to the local selfgovernment bodies, which are alse constitutional institutions,
This would essentially mean that all the directly elected entative bodies
will have a fixed tenure of five years. All the elactions will be conducted based
o & single electoral roll and a single voter identity cord. Should a government
fall short of majority, and another government is not formed, then there will be
election for the remainder of the term of that body; elections will again be con-
du:ledalmng with the genmlel.echm!
Thi of the “one nation, pmpnaalpclln:wutﬂmtn single
nathonal poll will consid reduce th ted to ebections; it can
also obviate policy and governmental paral.:.rsls which often hits the decision-

ki E thank: l boc the otk
The Gﬂﬂmﬂl’ﬂ mn ng rocoss thanks ounee ction ar the other

in ane he country or the other

LETTERS

] ]
sy i G I'he India-China standoff:
The o ents uflhe idea, fally those in the -
. ‘h.lﬂom:;u:r Oppus:ﬁ;?wlnl aut that it m:l.lt.allgs against thie L] HARE—BRMNED IDEA
T Constitution and the federal principles it promotes
paint out that the it affectivaly binds the will of of A state i
idea “Il““‘.tm‘ Bube nummhwsw‘ll_lr‘\ghu uftl}sm:mﬂ.‘laﬂ.ﬂo{a With 28 states and eight
against the Union government. They wea o that cost (! (E (! s aranld -
Constitution and =hould ﬁfnl be @ cancern when it ounu)-egblillu elections n Or r 0 S S ms UTs speaking 780 lan
the federal * they are the only way to ascertain the will of the guages and professing
be as to who should be at the wheel whether it eight faiths with two
pll‘lndolpl.l: “:?‘ne cui:he UrRDn w;]enlu;ldeg adinte As Tibetans are ﬂnnatg]:;dnm:]rﬂ I monsacns and sxbreme
“onstituent Assembly had decided on I Propaganda always tries
by e today prisoners in P bort

lamentary system of governance after thorough
deliberations which led the members to conclude that anly a parliamentary sys-
Imu‘uniul.d eﬂictlb‘ela represent the diversity of this natbon and will serve
niat

I{wwgawm live demoeracy should perlodically introspect on the feasibil-
ity and utility of the systems it has put in place and leok for opportunities to
improve or overhaul them. And hence there is no harm in the nation seriously
taking wp a fixed temore for legislative bodies in the country.

However, given the wellknown positions various parties have taken on the
topie, it is I\%h];.r unlikely that a pr 1 which requires a series of amend-
memts to the Constitution will pass muster unless the government works with
those om the other side of the spectrum. It may be noded that the government
does not enjoy the speckal ms)nrﬂe\ required to pass constitutional amendments
in either house of Parliament, If the %Dve'mlml is sarkous about the proposals,
it must initiate & national dialogue with an open mind, and with a commitment
to o by its results, Attempts o push. the proposal through are bound to fadl,
which was in fact the message the sent across to the ruling front in the
last general elections. The povernment will also do well to remember that

mocracy 1 a costly affair; we have nurtured it through the years, with warts
and all. Attempts to tinker with it without a deep understand g of it could prove
eounter-praductive.

All is not well in Bangladesh

are far from normal yet in Bangladesh, The clearest sign of this came
s interim government granted sweeping powers to the m‘mﬁ
lnrtwu meanths to improve the law and erder in the country which has stil
ml;elﬂed after tumultuous events led to the departure of Sheikh Hasina to India
an August 5,

When the former microfinance banker and Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus
was placed, cstensibly at the behest of foreign powers, as the chief adviser and
caretaker of the government, it was assumed that his mﬂ-gltlml stature would
help bring about normality quickly with the restive s and others going
back to their normal Lives,

Given the history of Bangladesh in its years since independence, the army has
never needed an invitatbon to take over duties of rrance of the country. The
carataker head of government, who took over with the blessings of the army brass
after they had declined to give Sheikh Hasina aﬁl\ protection from the riotous
mohs, and his administration, were first tasked with restoring law and order.

They seemed to have failed in their primary job as “subversive acts™ disrupting
stability are said to be taking place and the podice force. not fully equi b do
thedr job in the face of deserters failing to come back after fear of being killed an
duty saw them abandon their posts. Their seniors ave still said to be wary of leayv-

the sanctum of thedr police stations and venturing into the nl:neelx.
e garment industry, the backbane of the country's econamy, \‘Jn
pinch of disruption the maost as Waestern importers are M:lamb]mg ml:nd nu
ers. The minorities are feeling the heat in an unsettbed environment and the o e(
adviser may niot have been speaking in sympathetic and placatory tones when
mrg:';edm a8 pnlltl tsén dnlflmcxmmm narumaa the Hindus may
beari s sympath wami e regin

‘The goad intentions af banking for the poor may nat &) Iul amugh task like
reul:nri.ng law and order and it 15 the eredibility of Muhammad Yunus that is at
stake as Bangladesh ks drifting so much as to invite the army to keep the law.
Mayhe Yunus and the regime he advises most be pulling up its socks now lest anar-
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n September 12,
e, India's nat-
Jonal security ad-
wiser Ajit Daval

med . a
member of the o of
the CPC central committes
and de facto Chinese foredm.
miniaher The encounter

took place in St Peters]

on the sidelines of a Brics

meeting, and a Chinese
communiqué says: “The
two sides discussed the
progress made in the recent
consultations on  barder
affairs and believed that the
stability of China-India rels-
thoms 18 in the fundamental
aml ]wg-mrm interests of

\\ang Rﬁ“m that in the
fwce of a world in turmodl, as
Itim I:m::enl Eastern civi-

st banis aned emerg
elujllrg countries, I{Ehlnﬂ
and India shoukd sdhere to
Independence, choose unity
and cooperation, and insist

e and

o matual ach:

aveld mutual  consump-
tHom." On the disputed Line
of Actual CmLm L}'lCh it
sabd: “Both si b

work with urgen.cv

redauble their efforts to
vealise complete disengage-
memuin the remaining

5.
This is much easier sabd

place, Ching has never ad-
mitted to having ch

ﬂwsmuu quo'h‘} adv
into India’s terri; in n:x
p]ms in Ensl dakh
I 00,

Another {ssue is that the
LA haas been moving over
the years. The line, which

i tried to argue that India
and China are in the same
bt and if they wark togeth-
er, the two nations can
change the whole warld.
Howeﬁ:. ﬁ should ns
et it systems
wovernance of India and

d.emncrscy with all its gmd
and less aspects, China
i o totalitarian regime with
A leader appal fir 1ifie,
Some examples show the
difference between the twe
Aslan natione. Today's “dis-
puted™ barder 18 with an oc
cupied country, namely Tibk-
et; before 1850, India had no
barder dis wiith its noe-
thern nelghbour, I_ﬂB;hI.ng

tries to change this.
Intense prog

On Sepwm £ 11, the
International Campakgn for
Tibet {(ICT), a think tank

based in hanhlng‘m DC
released a repot: "
launches new Pm'pagan
oentre in Lhasa", [t explains
that “in the latest

thair own country,
thay are shown
enjoying Xi's
policies; this is the
crucial differance
batween popula-
tions on the Indian
and Tibetan sides
of the Himalayas

slobal stage”,

ly implement Geneeal Sec-
retary Xi Jinping's impor-
Ixnlexpmllirm external
propagarda [and) fully and
g;:ctu'aéely l|mp|mﬂl1x1
nping’s fmportant  ins
tructions on mt work',
The instructions are that all
s fine in Tibet.
i bty
the Betjing-selected  Pan-
chen Lama, the second high-
st figure in Tibetan Bud:
dhism. The Tihet Daily re-
contly remarked ﬂlal the
lama, whom the Tibetans
mame a8 the “fake" Puv:h!n
Lama, “carried out & serbes
‘Buddhist and soclal actv-

of China's effarts to cantrol
the narvative on Tibet, a
new  propaganda  centre
called the Tibet Internat-
fonal Communication Cent-
re was launched in Lhasa.on
Septomber 2, 024"

anda
lbeve that
all is well in Tibet, which s
not the case. If it was troe,
why should China
tars: Eromy camingg bo
Tibetans o visit their
leader, the Dalal Lama, in

o

i’

In fiact, the barder discus-
sed by Wang Yi and Ajit
Doval s hermetically clos-
ed. pven centuries-old trade
between the

{and in -
ber 1959) is far from the pre-
sent Chinese claims.

Recently, India's exmr:rnl
affairs minister
Jaishankar said that 75 per
cent of the disengapement
has already been achieved
in pastern Ladakh, but the
remaining 5 per cent s cor-
tainly the mast compl, to
pat it mildly.

Indian Himalayns and Tibet
have stopped; ditto for llm
Kailash-Manasarovar
which is not w:c!nsib]! incr
Indian devotees.

The first stage of the new

il campi)
m:?ll\e name E‘]‘Ihel'
th a Sinicised version
“Hizang”, and begin to man-
Hest Chinese President Xi

af
ities in Lhasa, the capital
elty of southwest China's Xi-
mang Autonomous Reglon®.
The “Panchen" gavea talk
during which he stressed
“the need to firmly uphobd
the Communist Party of
China central committee’s
final gay om the reincarna-
tom of Living Buddhas of
Tibetan  Buddhiem and
wileed oppasithan to
seceqsion, while ealling for
matharul umty ethribe unity,
mﬂmliﬁ&maﬂdml&lhu
mony’ ing 18 alread:
ing for the D

to cover a flaw or a
coming. As Tibetans are
today prisoners in their

u\nn country, they are
shawn enjoying Xi's poli-
cles; this is the crucial dif-

ference  between  papula-
tlons an the Indian and

betan  sides  of  the
Himalayas. This shauld be
nabed by New Delhi.

On September 10, the TAR
announced the heginning of
the celebrntions for the Tsth
annfversary of the founding
af the People’s Republic
China; since the mindstry of
publk: seciartty had alveady

designabed Year 2 as "the
year of special action to
combat and rectify anline
", it was dechded

argans acros the countey to
carry ot a oneyear special
action”,

The pub]h: mrlw ur
gans  “have
quH:Id) and Iajnen the I.nltm
tive to crack down on
Internet-related  crimes...
making every effort to
mintain the order of cyber-
space and soclal security
aml stability,” observed the
Chinese medis; quite omi-
nous for an alrend}' aver-

cmldn! rummn'inﬂunmlm.
investigated & online
rumour cases, and shut
down 65 illegal and frvegu-
lar sccounts according to
law. .. Mare than 650 affline
g&blh:l.ty activities have
ncarried out, and 200,000
people have benefited and
participated.”
It comeduded thet “the pub-
lie sacurity argans trested
the symptams and the
TOB Caises, auppumd Iw
special  operations,
he]ped maintain securll) u{

m lai

Yau cu'u]rl ask how this ks
cannected with the border
Isaue between India and

ina? But forceful propa-
izanda s always linked to a
weakness, Remember the
Great Leap Forward, during
which 30 ar 40 million pec-

died of starvatbon follow-
Man's lawed agricultur-

al polickes? The years 1958
1961 witnessed move propa:
El]:la posters  om  the
v harvests in the
Middle Kingdom and the

el

Let us remmbur “that
there is one barder, but two

ite systpms.

t s certainly something
that India should use to s
full advantage to counter
China's propaganda,

Claunde s
Distinguished Fedlow at the
Cenire af Excellence for
Himalayan Studios, Shiv
MNadar Institution of
Eininence iDeihi), and
writas on Indin, China and

IR Boggraiban auesbes: G204

Indranil
Banerj

Blasts in pagers, |
other devices in

Mideast: Battle
is turning dirtier

's di
proved m Mvewmalm it can he
when it wants to. On Tuesday afterncon (Sep. 17),

Lebanese, including two
dﬂldm]nydendnndnhmmmnmd.wmm
mﬂmmh‘mle in Lehanua.
A Illy]mr. mbgem tetalkies and other
alectronic d g;klllirgalleautmaﬂmrm
people and injuring
twmhemn!:learﬂwtﬂmexp]nﬂhlmm
alaborate lsraeli covert operation targeted ot mem-
bersmlimppntmofﬂmﬁnbnllﬂlmlllnnl up
Maruslnrsened are known to be mln

mnmm.mﬂmmmmMmmm
af mobile phanes that were being tracked by [sraeli
intelligence. Ahtwmudhmn]mhhnd?m
that o

themselves had proscribed ﬂun!_ﬁnsem were chi-

As in previous encoanters
with Indian leaders, Wang

Jinpings old slogan “tell &
oo C%;s inese sbary on the

ﬁ“ﬂ;ﬂ:::rc] ﬂmm 1 ﬂmmﬁ
ol t clue e pagers
mwnmwmhuw:mamm

meunmhswuﬂmmnd-phnlwmu
conuld be set off at o partieular time.

o the entire of fan was executed ronds
like a thriller, , Hezhollah had eatracted
with a firm called BAC ing Kft based in Hun-
ﬁlmmmmpmmmmmm

camponents h&a |
called lla. Hsu Ching-Kuang, of
'Palpeﬂme Apalky, revealad that the pagers
Dt by  uropean comparytatbad e gty Duse

iy a rights o use
I.l.lbﬂminnlre ]miqpemlmmm e infll-
trated the Hungarian manufacturer and then some-
Taw i fpagers, O could if be that the Hungarian
nmusublhmdwhm“mmﬂlm L
‘Whatever the case, the saboteurs managed to inserta
mindature cireult loaded with three grams of explo-
sives into the pagers which could the detonated by
the transmission of a secret code.

‘The motivation behind the 1t blast operation is
mﬂmmwﬂaumﬁﬂmmﬁﬂm
Gz W, Israe] hos been battling Hezbollah, which
has routinely been firing mhaies imto northem
Israel, Teading to civilian casualtyes and the evacus-
tion af several thousand leraeli civilians from the
mmmm&mmm:lmm

returm of its residents displaced from northern larael

climate variations, six
national parties and 57
state parties besides
2,764 unrecognised ones,
India is a diverse country.
Now that the Ram Nath
Kovind committee has
submitted its recommen-
dation for “one nation,
one election”, several
doubts arise. Does the EC
hawve enough EVMs? Do
we have the security
required in terms of para-
military forces? How to
synchronise Assembly
alections of states whose
governments aren't ruling
concurrently with the
Centre? The questions are
too many to ponder.

Gopalaswamy J.
Chennai

HI-TECH WARS

AFTER THE EXPLODING pagers,
walkie-talkies have begun explod-
ing across Lebanon. What next?
Laptops and cellphones? The world
was already a dangerous place and
these attacks have made it mure
dangerous. Planes could
veritable danthtrap it such e):p'lo
slons happen in air. The needle of
nunpiciun points towards lsrael
have the necessary
nklll and. technulnu:y to carry them
out. The UN and the United States
need to step in lmmediately to
destroy the technology that is nead-
od for it. Just imagine
hands of the terrorists of the world

Mumibai

TAKE NOTE, INDIA

‘THE TIME that pagers and
hand-held radios of Iranian terror
proxy Hezbollah started exploding,
the surprise element was always in
favour of the terrorists. The Israeli
counter-terror action has a messaj
for Indian armed forces as well, 1t is
to secure their communications
rather than use phone and hand-
held devices made in Western coun-
tries. Unbess the supply chain is
secure and monitored 24x7, the
Indian armed forces could also ba
crl% its adversaries through

attacl

Bankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal

happiness of the masses Indo-Franch relations
atjining the Lebanon border was an additional war — past and have desisted from any setion that could
akm. The daily exchange of | An larsel's norther  draw the US into the condlict, While Hesballah has
borders have become & aworn to avenge the pager blasts, it {8 cortain its
Realising it cannot wage a canventional war with mﬂ)nme e excesaive,
Hezhallah, ﬂnlwﬂlllﬂdﬂdﬂ has been systemati- panwhile, it 1s Mr N 's rrment in
cally hu;m m! nm in o lsrael which is losing the battle of hearts and minds
manmer umch A mas-

wu]dpmwle
sive attack against [srael, which wau]:l im turn cam-
| the United States o intervene militarily in the

i The latest pager blasts seem to be continua: — maore wounded. lsrael started the Gaza War

tion of the same strategy of tom. pathy and support, which

Wi however, has resisted every attempt  aver the manths have eroded as incessant bombings
1o get invalved and has been the 2 havve led A0 desths ansd
in derusalem to desist from provaking Hezbollah in o resalution in s
Lebanon. Washington alse wishes to avold a divect [ 5 increasingly sick:
condlict with Iran, which today has a large body of mmmmmmwwmmn
ol ¢ aircraft and nnp\hl.l‘tl.mledmh viewed a8 yet another
siles capable of inflicting consi rueli atrocity. This is no way to win o war, Dirty

any adversary. Immedintely after the h]mn. a T.I'S
stabe department official dissssociated iself from the
bl-umdualditmhmjgalhg

ible. Pointedly, the

'of the 1ncldmtm raise instability,

while ndm that civilians were not legh:luml?z
mﬁ: af aperation.

hllinﬂn ptmedﬂnt:rhne Nhnlm:r

etanyahu's strategy drawing

United Stabes into the war is not work anlh
Hiezballah and its Iran, have been emwleiy
restrained in the af lsraeli provocation in the

strategc

l'utlllyr.l’hnwnrdhm Even larnel's

ter Yoav Gallant has caid that Mr Netanyahu's av-
mrlnh]!nlverj"‘n:m]v

denl lhal will l:uhg hack lhnoe]lmd
alive and pull the Middle East hal.‘k From Ih!
precipice on which it 18 curvently polsed.

The writer is an i

in(?nnisnnmmle
time to E)hnd seka

it commentatar on
aind security lssues
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If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained ®ind ianexpress.com

Why US Fed cut interest rates, how India could be impacted

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI. SEFTEMBER 19

THE UNITED STATES Federal Reserve [hence-
fiorth just the Fed'), whichis incharge of the
country’s monetary policy, on Wednesday
announced that it will cut the benchmark in-
terest rabe — the Federal Funds Rate — by 50
basis points, or half a percentage point.
Acutinimterest rate typically incentivises
ETONOMmic activity, promotes growth, and in-
creases job creation by making it cheaper for
peaple to borrow money. Conversely, a hike
ininterest rates or persistently high interest
rates tend to drag down economic growth
and employment generation.
Changes to the US monetary policy — be
it the amount of dollars being made avail-
able in the market or the price at which they
can be borrowed { the interest rate) — has an
impact that goes Earbeyond the country’s ge-
ographical borders. Among the most affected

TELLING NUMBERS

Gender-age divide in US politics:
young women far more liberal

ane ing economies like India.

This is not just due to the US being the
‘world's biggest economy but also bccausr
the US dollar is the world's most t

uniil this decision,
By July,
iy stance, most expected acut in interest rates

traded currency. Several countries hold US
dollars as assets.

be ahly,
and started moving towards Fed target rate of
ZE Atthe same time, as evidenood by jobs data,
itwas becoming clearer that

‘Why did the Fed cut interest rates? the restrictive mhqr EXPLAINED
To counter the economic di and

a recession experienced in the wake of the  icantadverse impact onunerm-

Covid-19 pandemic, the Fed had brought  ployment levels.

down interest rates close tozero ((L25% to be Assuch, it itha 1 i

precise), However, as the US economy necov-
ened, inflation started rising fast. Russia’s war
‘with Ukraine and the associated supply dis-
ruptions made matters worse,

Initially the Fed was of the view that the
inflationary spike was transitory but by
March 2022, as inflation touched historic
highlevels, the Fed was forced to aggressively
raiseinterest rates tooool down prices. Over
the next 15 months, the Fed raised interest
rates o 5.5%, and kept them at that high level

AMERICAM WOMEN between the ages

of 18and 29 years are taking more lib- % IDENTIFYING AS

cmlp:hncalpusmmsan Essties likoe cli-

sl POLITICALLY LIBERAL

pared to men in the same age group, ¥

acondling ka repart fram the W'Womren18-20  mMen18-20

analytics firm Gallup, mWoren 30+ mMen30+

Reviewing more than 50 earlier A0

trends on Americans’ policy views, 3%

Gallup grouped its results into three 7% %

periods: 2001-2007, 2008-2016 and gﬁ e

2017-2024. While some differences in g 23

the palitical views of menand women iy "".18;---. 0%

are not novel, the sheer proportion of

women now identifying with liberal 2001- 2008 20017-

politicsis unusual. “As aresult, the as- 2007 2016 2024

sociated gender gaps between young

waomen and men have widened sub- POSITION ON ISSUES

stantially,” the report said. .

o ical label W Woren18-20 mMen18-29
n political labels (% change in their poaition from

The Gallup report noted that 2008-201610 2017-2024)

young men have resisted the liberal Global warming caused

label despite becoming more liberal Loy palbution from e

on someissues, Therefore, there may Iuman activities

be differences in how men and rioritise

women want todefine their political :::rvz:nemmrer °o

viewpoints, "The consolidation of cconomicgrowth

young winen's liberal identity could

maake therma potent p Almnmnm:nusl.%l:e oo

in this year's election. [t makes them Mast cifcumstances

an important bloc for Kamala Harris

o turn out b vote, fore, one Ly =

Donald Trump can't completely ig- “ihersiFor*very Aneex] 9

nore,” the report added.

Stance on key issues

Guncontrol, ervironmental issues
and abortion laws were the top three
areas where young women expressed
dissatisfaction with the status quo,
and where the shifts in their opinions
were the greatest in recent years.

These shifts were also consistent
across varying education levels and
TaCes, meaning grn:lcl cnuld be the

their stronger political identification

will translate into increased political

engagement remains to be seen.
Although there is no definitive rea-

son given for the divide, the report

p:unhcdmthr nmmgmlm toreal-
rid " such as the

Economic Projections (SEF), the Fed is likely
to cut interest rates by another 50 basis
points before the end of 2024, another 100
basis points in 2025, and another 50 basis
points in 2026. With these cuts, the Fed
hopes to achieve a “soft-landing™ — reduc-
ing high inflation without
crashing an economy intore-
cession — for the US economy.

Will the US economy

amatter of ime bc‘fun:thc Fed shifis itsfocus

g
In 2022, most observers, as well as all

From prioritising inflation-conkre iring
maximum employment. These two matters

past records, thereis noway
thee Fed can contain inflation [whichwent as
o

— stable prices and i ployment
- an: palt ofthe Fed's “dual mandate”.
ing the cuton'

Fed Chair Jerome Powedl ac:nptrdd\atlfsmnr
of the recent reports on unemployment and
inflation were known m July, the Fed would
have started the cyche of cuts in Juby itself.

According to the latest Summary of

SHUBHAJIT Roy

TEMSIONS 1IN West Asia have spuhcd afresh
after held
in two days of coordinated attacks across
Lebanon and parts of Syria, killing at least 37
persons and injuring more than 3,500, ac-
cording to the Lebanese government.
Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed Lebanese
political party and militant group, has accused
[srael of carrying out the attacks, which the
Israclis have neither owned nor disowned,
In a speech delivered on Thursday
evening, Hezbollah leader Hassan Masrallah
said the attacks were “a terrorist act™ and
:Il:l:laratlcm waar against Lebanon and its
people. icipation of re-

high resulting in a recession.
However, as things stand, the Fed may have
succeeded in threading that needle.

The US economy continues to grow ro-
bustly — SEP estimates GDP growth to be
around 2% for the coming 2-3 years — and
the unemployment rate, even though it has
risen to 4.4%, is still Eairly low and expected

o trend dowmwards.

However, it must be remembered that
the US will soon start to vote for a new
President and all these projections about
growvth, inflation, and unemiployment can
change dramatically if a whole new set of
policies come into the picture.

For instance, the Republican candidate
and former president, Donald Trump hasan-
nounced that he will impose wide-ranging
tariffs on imports. But |rnpcm tariffs are es-

entially not
the Inmgn country, as is often mistakenly
assumed — and they end up raising domes-
tic prices and fuel inflation.

How will India be affected?

There are many different ways in which
Indiawill be affected. India is a capital-scarce
economy, and is always looking to incentivise
foreigners to invest in India. Lower interest
rates in the US will Ekely incentivise global
investors to borrow in the US and invest in

2N 5] GLOBAL

The escalation in West Asia

The deadly attacks on Hezbollah leaders and cadre in Lebanon mark a new phase of Israel’s war against its
regional adversaries. West Asia could be on the brink of a wider conflict that could draw in Iran and the US

Hezbollah leader Ilak TV on Thursday. Reuters

Lsraeli targets. lieves, the time has come to shifi focus more
A day earlier, Israel's Defence Minister  substantially towards Hezbollah, the much

Yoav G had told US speci. nos

taliation from Hezbollah and Iran, what does
this latest escalation mean for the region, the
‘world, and India?

Context of Gaza war

After the Palestinian militant group
Hamas attacked southern Israel on October
7 last year, killing around 1,200 lsraelis and
taking 250 hostage, Israel launched its mas-
sive u‘tallalm in which more than 41,000
have been killed in Gaza so far.

of laws regarding abortion ptutrrmm

and the #MeToo movement.
However, there is not enough data

toexplain wiy issues like dimate crisis

defining factor views.
Gallup's report lwnd that “despite
the political salience of these issues
for over two decades, only in the past
few years has young women's identi-

orgur e wormen take
amore liberal stance, Q.hcrdata akso
indicate that widening gender divides
are being witnessed in countries like
Garmany, Sowth Korea and Tunisia.

fication as liberal taken off". Whether
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After 11 months of airstrikes and ground op-
erations, about 100 hostages remain in
Hamas captivity.

Throughout this period, Hezbollah has
engaged Israel through shelling and rocket
fire along its northemn border, leading to the
displacement of 63,439 lsraelis from their
homes chose to the border, according to offi-
cial [=raeli government figures.

Anestimated 95,000 Lebanese too, have
been displaced by Israeli rocket and missile
strikes in the south of Lebanon,

Signals of escalation

Hoars before thousands of pagers —one-
‘way communication devices used widely
by Hezbollah — started to explode on
Tuesday, lsrael's security cabinet updated its
official war goals to add the safe return of
displaced Israelis to the two existing objec-
tives of destroying Hamas and bringing back:
the hostages.

A statement from Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's office strongly sug-
ested the possibility of expanding military
operations to get Hezbollah to stop firing at

Hochstein that “the onhy way left to ensure
the return of Israel's northern communities
to their homes will be via military acnun

maore powerful adversary in the north.

An early indication of this intent came
on July 30, when an Israeli airstrike in Beirut
killed Fuad Shukr, a tup Hrzbollah Com-

And on'Wednesday, after the
of walkie-talkies and other communication
devices, Gallant announced to Israeli Air
Force personnel that “the centre of gravity is
miwing north. We are diverting forces, re-
sources, and energy toward the north.”

Twenty-six Israeli civilians and 20 sol-
diers have been killed in Hezbollah attacks
near the northern border since the begin-
ningof the war in Gaza. Israeli fire is reported
o have killed more than 450 Hezbollah
members and more than 100 civilians in
Lebanon over the past 11 months,

"l believe that we are at the onset of a new
phase in this war, and we need to adapt,”
Gallant said at the Ramat David air base in
northern [srael. “We will need consistency
over time; this war requires great courage,
determination, and perseverance.”

Pivot to the north

Lsrael's military believes that it has been
able to"substantially” degrade the capabili-
ties of Hamas in Gaza — having destroyed
their missile and rocket factories, bombed
thie tunnels where they stored weapons and
ammunition, killed about 15,000 Hamas
fighters, and taken out its political head
Ismail Haniyeh and military commander
Mohammad Deif.

While Yahya Simwar, the leader of Hamas
in Gaza, continues to be active, Israel now
feels confident that the group no longer has
the capacity to hit back atit. Therefore, it be-

mander amcket
attack that had killed 12 children and teens
in Israeli-controlled Golan Heights three
days previously.

Thisweek's targeting of communication
devices used by Hezbollahis aimed at crip-
pling the group’s command and control
structure.

According toa former Isreeli inteligence
official, the 2000-odd individuals targeted
inthe two days of attacks constitute the top
rung of Hezbollah's 100,000-strong mem-
bership — essentially the equivalent of ranks
froms colonel to general — who commumi-
cate through secret means.

The attacks are also meant to deliver a
message to the leadership in Tehran, the
main benefactor of not just Hezbollah, but
also Hamas and the Houthis of Yernen — that
enemies of lsrael are not safe even in their
own homes.

Fallout of the attacks

Hezbollah is widely expected to strike
back ata time of its choosing. On Thursday,
Masrallah vowved a “just punishment” for
the attacks, and to make sure that evacu-
ated ksraelis are not able to return to their
homes. Will Israel follow up on the attacks
of this weck with ground operations against
Lebanon?

“There is.a serious risk of a dramatic esca-
lation in Lebanon, and everything must be
done to avoid that escalation,” UN Secretary-

India —beitinstocks, debt, or in the form of
foreign direct investment (FDIL

Repeated lowering of interest rates in the
LS will also lead to some weakening in the
US dollar's exchange rate with other curren-
cies suchas the Indian rupee. Inother words,
the rupee could see its exchange rate
strengthen against the dollar. This, in turn,
will impact India's exporters (adversely jand
importers (positively ]

The REL India’s central bank, is already
under growing pressure tocut interest rates.
However, it is unlikely that the US decision
will be critical in RBI's caleulations. Thisis be-
case India and the US have significanthy dif-
ferent inflation targets, vulnerabilities to in-
flation spikes, and policy mandates.

For instance, while RBI keeps an eye on
GDP growth rate, it is not explicitly con-
cerned with unemployment data. As has
been seen inIndia over the past two decades,
GDP growthcan happen evenwithout com-
mensurate jobs growth,

General Antonio  Guterres said on
Wednesday. Several scenarios are possible
over the next few weeks.

Iran is seen as a pragmatic rival, which
will be determined to avenge the humilia-
tion, but will not rush to do so ina rage.

Therecould be a repeat of the April attack
when Iran launched a wave of aerial strikes
on targets in Israel, though with limited im-
pact. Tehran could coordinate with its part-
ners in the so-called Axis of Resistance —
Hamas, Hezbodlah and the Howthis — to carry
outattackson ksracl. Orit could target Israch
officials in third countries, perhaps after
waiting for some time.

Israel, on its part, could carry out an aer-
ial offiensive against not just Hezbollah but
also the Lebanese state apparatus.

It could lead a limited ground incursion
into Lebanon, targeting Hezbollah in villages
and tunnels, destroying weapons and mis-
sile stockpiles, and try to create some sort of
a buffer zone in southern Lebanon. On
Thursday, as Nasrallah spoke, Israeli super-
sonic fighter jets flew over Beirut.

The view from India

All these scenarios present SETiDUS con-
cerns for India.

India has so far managed to walk the

ween
Palestinians. But any escalation between
Esrael and Hezbollah will mean Iran will be
part of the conflict, which could draw in the
United States as well — this could present
Mew Delhi with a far more complex diplo-
matic challenge.

Some 9million kndians tve and work in the
region These people are often the sole bread-
winnersof their families, and the largest source
of remittances to [ndia. New Delhi would be
wworried for their safety and security.

About two-third of India’s crude oil and
natural gas comes from the West Asian region,
and an impact on crude prices and supply
could impact the country's energy seourity.

In 2012, an lsraeli diplomat's wiffie was tar-
geted ina bomb attack in Mew Delhi. India
wwould not want a repeat of that incident.

India has so far made no statements on
thee volatile situation in the region. [n April,
after the [ranian attack on lsrael, India had
expressed “serious concern” at the escala-
tion of hostilities, and called for immediate
de-escalation”.

External Affairs Minister 5 Jaishankar had
:Ilsl:usscd the situation with both Iran's

seris M st Hossain Amii-Abdollali
and brael's Ful'clgn Minister lsrae] Katz at the
time. While e trust both side:
p]atl:d in India, what lcﬂ:ﬁgr if any, New
[ W ion of war

mnamstub:s:m

Logistics of holding simultaneous elections in India: task before the ECI

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI.SEFTEMBER 19

THE UNION Cabinet on ac-

Odisha, and Sikkim Assemblies are held to-
getherwith Lok Sabha elections.

The Bl has said over the years that it sup-
pmsﬂ'mdcaufhnngngclcmm cydesback

insyne,

cepted the recommendations of the High

to the Constitution as well as additional

umwillhcmcdrd_ﬂu:maminsmdd

mﬂdqﬁmcnﬁllo&pcmlmﬁldn:r stor-
ingthese machines would increase the ware-
housing cost,” the committee report said.

needed to hold simultaneous elections to
Lok Sabha and state Assemblies. The ECIdid
not consider the requirernent for local body
polls, as they are administered by State
Election Commissions,

At the time of announcement of Lok

‘This entails the addition of 26.55 lakh bal-
lotunits, 17.78 lakh control units, and 17.79
lakh VWPATs to the ECT's existing imentory
at an estimated cost of Rs 795137 crore. This
amount does not include the costs of trans-
portation, warchousing, first-level check-

‘the Lok Sabha election due to the additional

security requirements for all candidates.
Some 400-500 additional companies of
security forces would be needed, which
hilisewith Lok

Sabha elections alsy inthe coun-

Level Committee on One Nation, One ﬁ.mdsln?ﬂ21hunm thmfhlcfﬂncnun Whltdlli the ECI tell the Kovind Sabha elections in March, the ECI said ingandnthr:r mlmdmmthciclsaid. try, CEC Rajiv Kumar said while announc-
Election (OMOE), which laid out the i [CEC) Sushil Chand wvotes would be cast at 10.48 i ing the elections. “The entire administra-
madmapwhnldslmultalwuusclnmunsm ﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂtEﬂw”ﬁdlygcamdw’!nrONOE 'J'ru‘ngthdCoImnm lakh polling stations across VMsand VWPATs,  tive machinery said in one voice that they
Lok Sabha and the and, ul- Parll Standing Cormr whose rec the the country,and more than 1 Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) and Elecironics  can'tdo it simultaneously,” Kumar said.
timately urban and i Lawve Ci ave di Cabinet accepted on Wed- ELECTIONS crore pelling and security  Corporation of India Ltd{ECIL) would need Assembly electionsin [&# are currently
For OMOE to become a reality, however,  neous electi lission  nesday. i personnel would be de-  timetomanufac i mits that Ty, i {1
the Election Commission of India(ECI)will  to the Parliamentary Standing Committee  former President Ramnath ployed. These numhcrswﬂl rsimultaneouselections.  October 5, bt the BCI has decided m keep
have its task cut out. on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and  Kovind in September 2023, It wrote to the  increase if allsran:s the election in Maharashtra, which has
Jum nZﬂ‘IS ﬂ'icEE[Ilsmd several“diffioul-  ECI on Janwary 12 and February 20 asking held at th helok  What has been ECT: lbeen held together with Haryana in the
‘What has been ECT's, ties' for inputs on ONDE. Sabha election. 7 past, for later, again citing the requirement
LnkSahhade\ssi:mhlyclcchmuwuc 'ﬂwﬁlcflsmhlghlqgllbcd by themis Inits submission, the ECl sent the same In its submission to the Law The ECI has faced insched-  ofl of security forces, and var-
o 1967, after  thatsimultar tionswould  response that it had provided to the I.aw Commission and the Kovind committee, ulmgclcnlumsamu]tannouslyducmm- u:rus Ecsuwlsvﬂnchnmdmbchcptlnmnd
wihich elacti sync  require large-scale purchase of Electronic  Commissionof Incia, which had the EClestimated that atotal 53.76lakhbal-  quirernents of security; preparing the election schedule.

a5 many legislatures were dissohved before
the end of their terms. At present, elections:
tor the Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,

Vioting Machines{EVIM) and Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) machines_. The
Commissionexpects that atotal of Rs9,284.15

the issuein March 2023, [t said that at least
Rs 8,000 crore would be needed to procure
the EVMs and VVPATs that would be

lot units and 38,67 lakh control units of
EVMs, and 41.65 lakh VVPATs would be
i ioms in 2029

festivals, and other factors. Earlier this year,
it decided against holding elections to the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly along with

The Maharashira elections are now ex-
pected in November. Counting in J8&K and
Haryana will take place on October 8.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Israc] has sent mixed signals, saying it does noe want war, but is ready to confront
Hezbollah; Sunday’s pager blasts did not seem like a peace offering, Isracl can
fire the first shot in a new regional war, but whese such a conflagration leads will

be in no one’s control.”

— DAWN, PAKISTAN

The legacy
of Paris 2024

Olympic and Paralympic Games were a display of
audacity,ambition and unity. India, bidding to
host the 2036 Games, can carry forward the spirit

THIERRY MATHOU

THE PARIS OLYMPIC and Paralympic Games
2024 ended a fevw days ago, The Games were
not just an occasion to witness records
breaking, includingthe: achieve-
ments of the Indian para-athletes’ delega-
tion. They will also be remembered in his-

y inclusive, di

C Sasikurmar

This week, Cabinet approved the One Nation, One Election proposal. Is it an idea whose
time has come or a move to flatten India’s diversity, undermine federalism?

For a more
efficient democracy

Simultaneous polls will
reduce burden onvoter,
lessen election expenditure

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

also impact the stability of the polity asa

whole. In Haryana and J&K, the MCC was in

place during the general elections just
and it isin effect one

Therefore, frequent elections cause incon-

venience o the voters.

EC recommendations (1983), Law
Commission Reports (1999/2018), the
Constitution Ihcﬂr:w Eommlsslon report
(2002}, the ommit-

IT HAS BEEN 77 years since India galm::l
Independence. The country'’s. - jour-
ney has seen ups and downs and a serious
aberration when Emergency was imposed
and rights were curtailed. However, overall,
the people of India have justified the trust re-
posed m them by the makers of the

tee and Nltlnawghav:all emphasised the
need to hold simultaneous elections.
Prime Minister Narendra Maodi and
Home Minister Amit Shah must be compli-
mented for constituting a high-level
Committee to study and report on simulta-
neous elections. Former Presicent Kovind did
aremarkable job. There was an

Must be challenged
in House and Court

The Kovind Committee report usurps the
role of Election Commission, does
not reflect the concerns of states

The very ideaof free and fair ebections is
at stake and it is a matter of deep concern
and considerable anxiety, related to the
Constitution's Basic Structure, that the fun-
damentalsof the country's election process
are being modified by a committee set up
by thr: government, not the Election

tsevents.

From the opening ceremony on the
Seine, the first ever to be held beyond the
‘waalls of astadium, to the last parade, which
took place on September 14, the Paris 2024

to better acoepe differences. For instance,
Paris 3024 was marked by a picture of North
and
as well as by the words of the Indian para-
athlete Sheetal Devi after her incredible
comeback to win a bronze medal: “When|
started playing, no one knew me. MNow the
entire world knoes me — they know wh
Sheetal Devi is, and | am proud of that.
These images, these words, will definitely
leave a mark on our su:icty
Thr: role of sports in strengthening
tlm'wa]d.ﬂv:ﬁamsha\c\: beenanooca-
sion to further develop sports in French
schools (30 minutes of sports have been
added to the daily programme of elemen-
tary schoals), as well as o reach neww publics
with “sports dating” everywhere in France,
along with swimming projects and invest-
ment programmes throughout the courntry,
Sustainahility has been a key priority
dunng I:h.c Games and will remain one of

‘Games gathered, v and virtually,

thedr legacies. Paris 2024 will create a

hundreds of mill = Athletes
.and para-athletes have made history in
iconic venues in France such as the Eiffel
Tower and the Grand Palais in Paris, the
Palace of Versailles, as well as in the French
‘overseas territories, Throughout this sport-
ing extravaganza, some remarkable mo-
mentswill be rememibered: The triumphant

long lasti cities. Twothou-
sand French companies have been immobeed
in the Games to ensure sustainahility. Four
thousand apartments in La Seine-Saint-
Dienis will be tumed into a new neighbour-

hood and the new Olymipic aquatic centre,
built in the north of Paris, will be tumed into
agu‘n park for the puhhr.'lhc Garmes will

thees

scomehackof Sim TWANNT

many facil-

nastics, the new world record of Armand
Duplantis inmen's pobe vault, French swim-
ming superstar Léon Marchand's four gold
medals, or Harvinder Singh's gobd medal in
men's paraarchery — the firstever for India
inthis sport.

The Paris 2024 Games were watched by
almost a billion people across the world, in-
«cluding in India where the Alliances
Frangaises network had deployed “fan
zones” across the country. The Games were
an “unprecedented success” with over 12
million tickets sold, surpassing the previous
record set in London 2012, Over a million
people thronged the streets of Paris to wit-
ness the bike race, and millions more gath-
‘ered infree “fan zones" across the country.

MNonetheless, the greatest success of

extend:

|I:l:sa.nd places: The deaning of the Seine
'will probably be remembered as one of the
maost relevant examples. The Paris 2024
Committee worked tirelessly over years,
with one of the smallest budgets ever for
such an event (€44 billion, of which 95 per
centcame from private funding) to achieve
‘this great success.

The Paris 2024 Olympics also made his-
tory by achieving gender parity on the field
of play, ensuring equal representation of
male and female athletes.

Overall, these Games have been a dis-
play of audacity, ambition and unity and
France is convinced that India will show the
same gualities in its bid to host the 2036
Games. As President Macron underlined in
a recent interview, we are willing to share

these Games = beyond the field of wrcxp:ncnc\:nflmsnngdn:ﬁarrmsasm
sports. In spite of the best tally of gl India. France
Frenc] nd ever  isready ,in particular

iom, the legacy of Paris 2024 will ie, above
all,inits contribution toa e dm tol-
‘erant, incl

Th:Gamtshaurbamagcalcm]yi for

Ty exchanging expertise regarding the or-
ganisation of major international sporting
events, as well as to encourage the partici-
pation of French tompamcs to support

MANURAJ
SHUNMUGASUNDARAM

EARLIER THIS WEEK, the Union cabinet met
yopasal for One Mation, One

Elm:tlon as laid out by a High-Level

F India. It remains to b
whcﬂu:rthl:Elccnunﬁ ssion, a consti-

wiety toper Hisahilitie

Ot hundred and fifty “in-

tutinnal authority created to be independ-
entof political regimes, will fight forits con-
stitutionally guaranteed space or meekly
give in tothe whims of the executive.
Dehors the role of the Election
Cﬂmmlsslun of Im:lla the ngh -Level

former President of

[nd)a Ram Math Kovind. The Committee

Consti —that s, every citizen re-

gardlmu_(msnc rdwl.gmdcr u:lmmunny

process. From the report, it is
evident that four n:t:rcd Chu:rjusncts of

or educ
election. ction
process — money power, booth capturing.
abuse of government machinery, etc — but
ower the years, changes were made, technol-
ogy and

Indi scracy bec:

Today,

India, dozens. 127 high
court ch)cf]usl:lccs former chief election

and other stakeholders, in-
cluding political parties, were consulted. A
majority of political parties supported the
proposals. The repart considers constibu-
tional several relevant judg-

govemment
at the Cr:nm: or thl: state through theirvote.
We need to continuoashy strengthen our
democracy so that it reflects the popular will
and simultaneously, reduces pmb]cms fior
inistration and Election C

ments and how simultaneous elections are
held in different democracies.

The Committee has proposed various
amendments to Articles 83 and 172, as well
as the addition of Article 82A. The sum and
substance of the amendment is that il Lhc

[EC,‘L Rising
and the convenience of
voters must be kept in
mingd. The Union Cabinet's
decision to accept the Te-
port of the committee
headed by former
President Ramnath
Kovind recommending
One Nation, One Election
is not only welcome but
represents one of the most
significant steps in the
pursuit of making our
democracy more mean-

Diue to the imposition of
the Model Code of
Conduct, development
work stops. Huge
expenditure is involved;
a state election also
impacts development
projects at the nati
lewvel Tt impacts the
stability of the polity

Lok Sabhai

the full term of five years an:l
ifanelection is held, it will be
only for the balance period of
five years. Further, under the
proposed amendment 824,
the President on the date of
the first sitting of the House
of the People after the general
election will bring into force
Articke 824 by a notification
nal  and the date of the notifica-
tion will be the appeinted
date. All the Vidhan Sabhas
constituted in any general

ingful and vibrant. asawhole. election held after the ap-

Therewere simultane- pointed date shall come toan
ous elections to the Lok end on the expiry of the five-
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha year term of the Lok Sabha.
from the fi l'mgcm:ral election in 1952 6l This amendment can be made by
1967, Fri IndiraGandhi dfor  Parli, ‘not need ratification by
mid-term polls in 1971, Foll:m\:dbyth:dis— state assemblies.

solution of various assemblies and the im-
position of President's Rule from time to
time, all of which led to incongruities in elec-
tion schedules. Today, there are, on average,
five elections every year. Take 2024, In April-
May, there was the Lnl(Sabhaclccnun.cLu'-
rently, electic

1and

There are also other sal

had rec aty tage process
‘with elections to the House of the People
and state legislative assemblies held to-
gether followed by elections to the pan-
chayats and municipal corporations.
Though the pros and cons of simultaneous
elections have been discussed since whl:n

the

clusive clubs"were created in France before
the Games to develop para sports and to
train more para-athletes — the objective is
to create 3,000 of these chubs by the end of
2025. The Games have also been an occa-
sion toinvest in the accessibility of the main
sport facilities as well as to take concrete

India'scandiclacy. jointwork
has already started: India helped France by
sending a canine squad for security pur-
poses. Indian officials, including Sports
Secretary Sujata Chaturvedi, were wel-
comed in Paris during the Games to meet
French experts, and a bilateral working
group on sports cooperation will soon be
launched to boost exchanges and links be-

w:ryfactﬂutndldmucprul:m ia"s di

ic and instif actors.

litate the mobility of specta-

versity, itdidn't reflect the cor
and failed to have the expertise required to

the constitutional and legal is-
sues attendant o this issue. The proposed
scheme of recommendations of the High-
Level Committee states that a two-step
pm:\czs]uﬂdbcaniopﬂ:d.hthl: firststep,

itwas first mooted in 2007,
this exercise along with the constitutional-
ity of such a policy will now need to be
analysed. The future of our democracy will
be determined by whether the policy of

the House of the
&oplc(LnkSahha,uand shlclagxs]amw:as-

ond step
—which nneds o Lah‘ place within a hun-
dred days — would include elections to all
rural local bodie

passes
the test of Pariament, constitutional courts
or public opinion.

The notion of si elections

This scheme Eurthl:r pmp:scs that in
the

case gr

‘was never part of the
original constitutional
scheme that was set up
when India became in-
dependent. There was
no mention of simulta-
necus elections, even
when the Constituent
Assembly discussed ex-
traordinary powers —
under Emergency
Provisions of the
‘Constitution — providing
the President of India

Free and fair elections
are at stake, it is a matter
of deep concern that the

fundamentals of the
country’s election
process are being
modified bya
committee set up by the
government, not LhL

[ i f their full term, a separate
mid-term election should

conducted to put in place a of economic growth of states over the
government only for theun- T“V[S’H‘NG TRUTH past six decades, has revealed that the
expired period —what re- THIS REFERS TOthe article, Southern. f Gujarat
mains of the full term. Such aneducation’([E, Sq:tz:!nbn'l;].lammc and Maharashtra have performed bet-

i i i MSCHLL ter and are richer compared to North-

tors with di Hundred per cent of
the bus and tram networks in Paris were
ir-friendly, the nati i

“Faster, Higher, Stronger” is the motto
of the Olympics and Paralympics. This is

‘wiay company and the main ainports dou-
bled the number of available wheelchairs,
1,000 taxis were made available, among
‘other measures.

The Games have also shown that sport

ofthe
our two nations. In sports, as in many other
areas, the Indo-French ability to partner
and innovate together will allow us to st
new records.

has a much broader rale to play in our sod- The writer is the ambassadar
‘ety — to foster unity and encourage people of France to i
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

«coming from a Union gov-
ernment that dissolved the
elec

to read your columnist Tavleen Singh at-
tacking Rahul Gandhi, am:l mﬁ:mngm

nment of
Jammu and Kashmir in
2018 and did not hold elec-
tions for more than five
years. Equally outrageous
claims are made in the

the authority to dis-
solve elected state gov-
ernments. It is only fair
to conclude that simul-
taneous elections did not
seem logical, prudent or in consonance
with our democratic architecture, even for
afedgling IEFIJI)]ICII'J 1950.

utary provi
to make the task workable, 'I'thmnrmm
has recommended that all the political par-

The first ing si
taneous elections emerged from the
Pmsldcnt’s Address dl:lmn‘d by Pranab

effective from 2029, 1t has also emphasised
the need fnr simultaneous polls ﬁ:ll munla-

Kashmir and Haryana. closely followed by
Maharashtra and Jharkhand. These will be
followed early next year by an election in
Delhi, followed by Bihar and then West
Bengal and Uttar Pradesh.

Due to the imposition of the Model Code
of Conduct (MCC), development waork stops.
Huge expenditure is involved and a particu-
lar state election also impacts development
projects at the national kevel. Qur country re-
mains in election mode every year and neg-
ative or positive verdicts ina particular state

da;sufdveLnkSab!upD]ls.mmstldbc
‘one commeon voter list for all polls. For mu-
nicipal and panchayat elections, tlu:

Republic Dayin2017.
Inﬂtcspecm.mcthm?lmdcm: speaking
fior the Union government led by Prime
Minister Marervdra Modi, called for a “con-
structive debate on electoral reforms” and a
“return to thcpuamc:olthl:caﬂydncadcs

after e when electi

Committee has ar
the Constitution, which would nccdlanﬁca-
tion by 50 per cent of state assemblies.

One nation, One Election will be the

Sabhaand hlies were
taneoushy”. However, the President went on
hosayt.hatn niurd\eElnmunCmmnssmn

scheme that
concerning the term of the
state legislative assemblies
under Article 172 of the
Constitution can be carried
out without the ratification of states.
Itisexpected that the scheme, inits en-
tions, would be challenged in courtrooms
across the country. the strongest
challenge must emanate from the halls of
Parfiament and ultimately, the arena of pub-
lic opinion. The hills seeking amendments
to the Constitution and the Representation
of People Act ought to bring out the best in
our parliamentary processes. This isnot the

my father “nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha as soon as he
retired and made a ministerin the gov-
n'nmcm:shcommnllcd (Somia G.mdhl].
This isa mischis

Central and Eastern states. Even though
Southern states contribute 30 per cent
to GDF, their share of the divisible tax
poal fell from 211 per cent to 15.8 per
cent during 11th o 15th Flnancc
G ission. Ineffiect, rich

of the truth. My father stepped down
from the Chief Election Commissioner's
postin 2001 and was elected as Rajya
Sahha MP three years laber. He had offers
from other political parties as well be-
cause of his reputation for honestworle
In‘mcmb:r Iurn bclng well retired,

sidising income states, This con-
tentious fiscal isswe is bound o get ag-
gravated with delimitation.

LR Murmu, Mew Delfi

A PLAY AT POWER
THISREFERS TOthearticle, One clection,

fully. He said

that since a fair amount of time had
this could now be another way

to serve the country. and Punjab. it's very
different from being made an MP right
after retiring from a government job, as
your columnist has written! [ am writ-
ing this because he is no longer alive to
defend himself — not that he would have
bathered to. because he believed the

time for grar sl ing. All

political parties and persons who are in-

debted to the diversity of the country and

the federal structure of the Constitution

must speak inone voice against simultane-
o TH i

ise forward in c 1

biggest toolin democracy eflec-
‘tive, vibrant and participative.

Thewriter is an MF, Senior Advocate at the
Supreme Courtand a former Union minister

elec-
ith political parties”. In contrast, initssec-  thons is at stake.
‘oned term, the Union government under PM
Mudlm.lrpcdmlspu\wﬂmmﬂn Blection Thzwnmxsspnlmevmﬂmmdu
and a High-Level Munnetr
Emrmmkol: imvtiy the issue. practising before the High Guurmem:l‘ms

foritself.
Ganer G, via email

UNEQUAL GROWTH

y problerms [ E. 19).The
BJF., with its One Mation, One Selection
propasal, seeks to be in power at all lev-
els — Centre, state and municipal. It
hopes to mduu:c o mslgnlﬁcancc the
‘Oppasition,
Iewil
Muoreover, it is not a practical idea. In the
event of the collapse of a state gowern-
ml:nt mcpartympumat the Centre
riunity itunder
thrgarhnf\‘hch'csldmt’shﬂc throwwing
thcmplﬂalmllmdlcmnds.ﬁequcm
elections keepache e
Theidea of simultaneous elections may

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Part and
whole’ ([E, September 19). Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister,
which studied the trajectory and trends

put the natior itar-

ianism and must therefore be opposed

tooth and nail.
5 H Quadri, Bikaner
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THE FED’S PIVOT

US central bank cuts rates as inflation moderates, unemployment
rises, Its reverberations will be felt across economies

N]TE SEPTEMBER mecting, UlcUS Federal Reserve has begun to ease policy, cut-

rates by The fecleral fi s now in the range of

4.75 to 5 per cent, The Fed's policy pivat follows other central banks who have in

recent months started lowering rates — the Esropean Central Bank has now cut

interest rates twice, while the Bank of England cut rates in August. This, however, marks

onily the beginning of the rate cut cycle. The Fed's dot plot indicates further easing of 50
Thasis points by the end of this year. Additional cuts are expected in 2025 and 2026,

The quantum of the cut indicates that the Fed is comfortable with the trajectory of

prices. The committee said that it had “greater confidence” that inflation was moving to-
wards its target. CPlinflation has fallen to 2.5 per cent in August. As per the projections by
Fed officials, as measured by the personal consumption expenditures index, inflation is

EDITORIAL PAGE

WorDLY WISE

WE DIE. THAT MAY BE

IE MEANING OF LIFE.

BUT WE DO LANGUAGE. THAT MAY BE THE
MEASURE OF OUR LIVES, — Tost Mokuson

New code, old capacity

Success of reframed criminal laws will hinge on
plugging infrastructure deficits and knowledge gaps

MAJA DARUWALA

THERE HAS BEEN many a furrowed brow and
heavy hand on the pen about whether there
was a need for a new criminal code, the ab-
hm\run:d legislative process. DFlI:s enactment

Sanh-
ita{BNS ), Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
[BINSS),and the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam
[BSAL They replace the longstanding IPC, 0,
andd Evidence Act with the stated intention “to

ryriyin lie e £ il

inateobstacles in the people’s access to those
rigghts™ and “adapt them according to prosent-
day needs”, The question now is how to give
efiectto these new mandates That remains a
matter of immense disquict.

One of the ambitiows aspects of the new

undertrial review committees that recom-
mend which inmates could be given bail;
State Human Rights Commissions whose
members can visit jails anytime toseeif there

attrial Ch
redl invalid and courts can dismiss cases or
exnchude evidenoe if proper procedures are not
fillowed, This is huw it should be. The move

fram coerci

1ys, Howewer, to o
ing intention a reality — beaving out, for amo-
ment, issues of quality and infrastructure —
the entire system, from police to legal aid to
the judiciary, will need significantincreases in
numbers, The India Justice Report reconds a
21 percent vacancy in lower courts and a 30
per cent vacancy in high courts. In other
words, one in three judges is missing from
the bmch Every increase in the number of

tysicalin-

nce-based law enforcernent must be welco-
mied, However, current capacities to.assist law
enforcement are wanting by along measure
— a chronic shortage of labs and trained
forensic professionals, inadequate infrastruc-
ture, mismatches between human resources,
equipment and demands from the ground,
and of course underfunding. This situation
could bccxar:uharcd by the recent legal
the launch

Frastructure and suppwtmg administrative

expected to fall to 2. lpncmmm and further to 21 pc'rl:rntln!ﬂb.ﬂlcc\ltalmsug- laws uthccnwlasumspccdmg up| trials. mar and machinery. Between 2022-
peststhatthe 15 has it hat the “unerploy ment. delivered withinds 23 and 2023-24, budgets for the judiciary
rate has moved up”, though it “remairs low”, The rate, whi la37? daysafter trial ion,and charges must have i but not in prop toin-

per cent at the beginning of this year, has risen to 4.2 per cent in Agust, and is expected
o rise further to 4.4 per cent this year, pointing to weakness in the labour market. There
are expectations that quick action by the Fed could ensure a soft landing for the economy.
‘When the Fed had begun to raise rates in 2022 to fight inflation, some had argued that the
central bank should have raised rates carlier, that it was behind the eurve, This time, too,

similar concems have been voiced, with some pointing out that, considering the signs of

weakness in the labour market, policy action should have come earfier. Jerome Powell,
Fed Chairman, sought to address these concerns, saying “We do not think we're behind,
we think this is timely™. He sought to underline the wgth of the US

saying

This raises concerns about the system's
preparedness o cope with the stringent time-
lines. National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG ) data
shonw that 5.1 crone cases are pending across
all courts, The workload that averaged 239
per judge in 2022 has gone up to 2,47 in
2024, This means trials take longer. The cas-
cading effect isseenin the number of people

that it was in goad shape and *growing at a solid pace”.

The reverberations of the Fed's policy action will be felt across cconomies, The Bank
of Indonesia cut its interest rate just a few hours before the Fed's policy. In India, the
next mecting of the RBFs monetary policy committee is scheduled to hl: hl:ld on Dctober
7-8, In committee meetings in the past, there has been di i
tuis quie, with bwo external members voting in Favour of changing the: pulx:y stance and
for cutting rates. According to reports, three ney
are expected to be 1 this month.
ghobal scenario, their ions of the domestic
termine the path of monetary policy.

the sta-

of the domestic and
ion dynamics, will de-

DIVIDING WATER

Indus Water Treaty has survived war, terrorism.

Both India and Pakistan need to tread cautiously
EW DELHI HAS followed up last year's notice to Islamabad on the “modi-
fication" of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) with a stern message asking for
areview and mn-dlrratlun afthe more tJlan six-decade-old agreement.

hcmg hc]d in pnsuns while awaiting trial or

Between 2020 and 2022, the

number ul' undertrials has gone up from 3.7
lakh to 4.2 lakh,

Concerned that prisoners must be af-

forded more oppartunity for ha.il the BNSS

The move from coercion
towards more rigorous
evidence-based law
enforeement must be
welcomed. However, current
capacities to assist law
enforcement are wanting by a
long measure — a chronic
shortage of labs and trained
forensic professionals,
madu]uam infrastructure,

hes between hiuman

uncler CrPCs Sctbun4lﬁ'\. o allow Frst time

r\‘suunu. t"[lI.I|MI1L‘I'I.[ and

affender irsen-
tenoe to apply for hail Earlier, this pwtmslun.
known in the jargon as the “statutory right o
bail”, kicked in only after an undertrial had
served halfof the maximum period of impris-
onment. Policy-wise, this shortening of time
isweloome. Practice, however, indicates a con-
siclerable laxness across the justice systemin
ensuring that *bail not jail" is a reality, or that
the judicial maxim that holds life and liberty
“paramount” is homoured.

Several safeguards against unjust incar-
cer
a few = free legal aid and prison visiting
lawryers for armyone without representation,

Is from the ground,
andl of course underfunding,
This situation could be
exacerbated by the recent
legal mandates despite the
government’s launch of the
National Forensic
Infrastructure Enhancement
Scheme, which aims to
inject Rs 2,254 crore for
upgracling and 1i

creases in state GDP, nor have they kept up
with inflation. A cost-benefit analysis that
measures the cost Dfmcn:asmg human fe-

of the National Forensic Infrastructure
Enhancement Scheme, which aims to inject
Rs 2254 crove for upgrading and expanding
fomensic capacitics.

The embeace of technology assumes that
electronic evidence presented in court is
Lampcr pruufand that the chain of evidence

sources and infrastructure against th
istrative cost of lengthening trials and incar-
ceration seems imperative,

‘The BNSS also mandates that statements
of victims in sexual violence cases must be
recorded in the presence of female police of-
ficers and must be videographed. It's uncer-
tain how d want to
bc:n:twdcd.whatthat means for privacy if
she agrees and what that means for the con-
tinuation of the complaint if she refuses,

The mandate assumes women ma_-,'bc

tasit hand to
hand over time. Standards to ersure that the
integrity uf alil kinds of rvldcm:c has been

dccmnnslnrmpnr@u(mnngnsamhn—
ticity. They do qul:ﬂlcbmcflnrlﬂgnngm
expertswh be qualified
ilable forc inati test
their conclusions.
The success of the new laws hinges on

more lilely to report comy
prt_smLIiw_mgh evidence for thisis uncertain.

d win-

mo e
fuires comprehensive, across-the-board
tramlng to upgradc cquality and knowdedge

Drspil:rthrsharpriscin der-b,

g Decades of neglect in

nen
officers are at ranks qualified o take state-

ments — 80 per cent of women police person-
nelare inthe constatulany: The growing press
of cases an a small number of officers can
stunt the willingness of victims to come for-
ward and jeopardise the nascent trust being
built between victims and law

training
tion, ensuring that all stakeholders — pulln:
forensic personnel, public prosecutors, de-
fence counsel, and judges — are equipped to
apgaly the law with utmost Erimess.
‘Without urgent attention to these foun-
dational issues, the promise of a faster, more
accoesibleand scutiable criminal st

The new laws akso mandate forensic in-
westigations for crimes punishable by seven
years or maore and videography for search and
seizures. Failure to witth these strict

forensic capacities,

requirements can have significant conse-

q o5y

tem will wither on the vine,

The writer is Chief Editor, India Justice Report

and Seniar Advisor, Commuoawealtf Human
Rights Initiative

The haveal [uite over f-th
power projects — the fully operational Kishanganga on the Jhelum, and the under-con-
struction Ratle project on the Chenal. IWT asks India to “let Aow” the waters of these
western rivers to Pakistan, At the same time, the Treaty allows India to use these rvers”
weaters for non-consumptive purposes, including projects that use the natural low of
these water bodies. Pakistan, however, has objected to these projects, despite the Hague-
basnd Permanent Court of Arbitration [I‘C'\ngmg Indla agu-ahcad for Klshanganga.

d intergover
apr.wnmd neutral L'.:pl:rr wuuld ha\q: Ix:t'n the next step undcr the IWT's dispute reso-
hanism. Pali ich an arbitration in 2015, However,
it retracted the application a year later and the Bank o “paused” its intervention, ask-
ing Pakistan to seck an “amicable way out™ Then, in July last year, the PCA intervened
and said it has the “competence™ o adjudicate on Kishanganga and Ratle. India disagroed
on the ground that the next step under the WT's graded approach should be mediation
Iy a neutral expert — not by the Hdgun—hasi:d bndy
Alarge partof Delhi's latest clai role Inchia assigns torer bl 44
inits climate action plans. The 850-MW Ratle hydroelectric project is a part of its approach.
Rd.ﬂc scmplugmntdgcmranngcapamymcannm beunderstated, Mew Delhi's nmu:cm

" The IWT “madification
should continue 1 thee spirit of c in the treaty. Climate
change, in fact, has amplified the IWT's underlying principle — water doesn't recognise
national borders and upper fparians have a responsibility to lower riparians.

If Islamahad has been intransigent, New Delhi has not always fully upheld the 'WT's
spirit. After the Ui attack, Prime Minister Marendra Modi said: “Blood and water cannot
Hew tagether”. India has legitimate ecological and econamic concerns but talks on an
energy-sharing agreement, which should have been the next step to W, have proved a
non-starter. IWT has withstood war and termosism, Both India and Pakistan should make
efforts to protect the breaty in times of myriad ecological erises,

totime",

(GOING PLACES

This year's Booker Prize shortlist features an unprecedented
number of women. That's as it should be

N 1991, WHEN the Booker Prize shortlist was announced, it featured no women, It
was a year whm a slgnll'lcant pm:rntay:d books published had been by women;

THE ILLUSION OF EQUALITY

The point is — it feels great to be treated as special in crowded spaces

DEVDUTT PATTANAIK

THAT GOD TREATS all humans equally is an
Islamic and Christian belief, not a Hindu,
Bucdhist wjam one. G.'rmnlym aChinese
or}
the Enllghl‘rnmﬁ:m discourse and gave rlsl:'
tobdeas lile nation-state and individualism.
French revolutionaries spoke of equality and
freedom in the same breath, It spread to all
cornersof the world through colonial forces

is now considered a global discourse.
Equality sounds good — in theory,

Hinduism has been acoused of amplify-
ing inequality using caste, Even in urban
coosystems, where caste is not prioritised,
we see amplification of class divides in Hindu
temples and festivals. The rich, the powerful,
the papular, the connected get casier access
to the deity enshrined in a temple or a pan-
dal. This has been amply evident in the
Ganesh celebrations in Mumbai in recent
years. |f you point this out, you become a lib-
eral person, one who frowns upon inequal-
ity. Never mind the fact that the opinion
makers often use their own wealth, power,
celebrity status and networks bo get easy
acoess to crowded shrines. The VIP line. The
WVIP pavilion.

There is generally no segregation of
women in Hindu temples. Nothing on the
scabe that is visibbe in Muslim communities.
In the mosgues and on the streets, during
Friclay prayers, and during Eid, we see im-
ages of hundreds of men. Women, when

In GooD FAITH

Human beings are
competitive. And
competition implies
inequality. There is always
someone higher and lower
than us. Society creates scales
to enable measurement and
comparison, And we would
rather be up than down, We
want to live in better
neighbourhoods. We want
ot Instagram posts to get
muore likes, The rich want to
feel rich, the powerful want to
fieel powerful, the famous
want to feel powerful, and the

mare homaogenous acrass lslamic nations
that wish tostamp out local differences, Thus
all women appear equally masked,

Buddhism is believed to be epalitarian,
But then, as many neo-comerts have
it privileges the male monk over the fun,
There is no equality between the many
Buddhist sects.

In Bhutan, the happiest nation in the
world, only the king is allowed to wear a
yellow stole, and the people are told what
clothes they must wear in public. So they
all appear as belonging to a single group —
and distinguish themselves from the
non-Bhutanese,

At eelebrity weddings of the rich and fa-
mous whene parties goon for months, segre-
gation is clearly established by who is invited
o which party. Bands on wrists tell guests
which areas they can access. The more fa-
mous you are, the richer you are, the cInsL'.r
you get to the host, You get aco

and women demand the same opportuni-
ties as White folks in America,

Positive discrimination is aimed at reduc-
ing inequality in society. Increasingly, how-
ever, the equality discourse is being chal-
lenged — we now have movements that
reject the idea of merit, that challenge com-
mon understandings of gender. People are
wondering why pride parades are being
blocked in Muslim neighbourhoods in
Europe and America, why tribal communi-
ties are expected to follow the practices of
dominant communities around the world,
Mot every tribe believes in Judgement Day.

Human beings are competitive. And
competition implies inequality. There is al-
ways someone higher and lower than us,
Society creates scales to enable measure-
ment and comparison, And we would
rather be up than down. We want our chil-
dren togoto better schools. We want to live

Iounges, where spedial food is pn:pan:d for
the special people. But since this is a private
funetion, not a religious one, this is accepe-
able, Like service lifts and staff oilets in build-
ing societies. We can rationalise inequality
by using words like efficiency.

The idea of equality has played a key role
in shaping societies since the World Wars,
People have challenged o ppression basedon
race, caste and gender. Women know they
deserve the same opportunities as men,

in better neig ds. We want our
Instagram posts to get more likes, The rich
want to feel rich, the powerful want to feel
powerful, the famous want to feel power-
ful, and the only way to do that is to get a
spot ahead in the queue. This applies to
work, lifi and religious spaces, We can ratio-
nalise this using politics and economics, or
spiritual ideas like karma. The point is = it
feels great to be treated as special in
crowded spaces. That is why even myths of
heaven and hell have levels,

theyear izt for Madine Cordimer, seen, are hidden behind masks. In recent only way todo that is to get a LGBTQIA+ people seek the same rights as

for the first time in ZJWWMWMMEWM Afeinat women was 4 times, the masks are becoming more and spot ahead in the guene. their heterosexual counterparts. Black men Pattanaik is o writer and mythologist
mwnhlthcmntul'- al W i ug
irstitute years later. TTK!\MJI‘I‘I.‘!‘IS...“ has growr
most il | ititisal ofthe i literature,

The 2024 Booker Prize shortlist, therefore, comes as a happy exception: It has five ~
wormen nifor thefirt ime i s 55yeard history — Anne Michals (o Rachel SEPTEMBER 20, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO
Kushner(Creatian Luke), Samantha Harvey{Orbital], Yacl Van Der Wouden | The Safekeep) @ "hounbDees o
and Charlotte Wood (Stone Yard Devational). The only man on the list is Percival Everett CoONGRESS MP EXPELLED Programme has evoled the Indian govern- AL Jeali leaclers, i
for famses, Over the years, international literary awarnds such as the Nobel and the Booker ment* C uuLum- idents, begis) and ather special invitoes
F M KHAN, MF, who undertook a fast at the  jor officials of Ariana Afighan airdi Mew ded the meeting, which discussed the

have attempted to become maone diverse and representative, even though equality seems
tor bie a long way off. Of the 116 Literature Nobels awarded between 1901 and 2023, only
17 have gone towomen writers, The Booker Prize, too, has had a similar trajectory,

At the heart of this ammaly is the way in which Iltl:'ramn: by men and women is re-
c::lvcd \M:lml:n li fhat Nobel L winner 'SNalpmﬂ
had ¥ ity. the narrow view of the world” in 2011 —

Iy wider scope of male writing. Books by women are ghettoised
variously as “chick lit™ and “women's writing”, reducing thermn to subsets of the larger
world of male writing. And yet, in their world building or their interiority, there is litthe
that sets apart male and female writers. The difference, then, is only in attitude, As
Margaret Abwood once put it: “When a man writes about lh:np ||]u:d|:||l|g the dishes,
it's realism; when doesit, it's an unfe genetic limi

g Bilpes

AICC(I) headguarters recently to protest
against the raw deal gM:n o boyalists hy the

Delhi. Reports said that the three officials
pulled the shutters onthe alrhncutﬁﬂ:‘s. went

Congress(l) was %
pelied from the party for “gross indiscipline
and anti-party activity”. The expulsi

tothe UM agency
cttdcd:nmlgmnﬁcamscnsunngn:ﬁ:gm

status for families.

asamajor bid by the party leadershipto crush
a possible revolt by the followers of Sanjay
Gandhi who have been sidelined ever since
Rajiv Gandhi tookover the reigns of the party.

UNDP vs INDIA

THE LOCAL OFFICE of the UN Development

ArAL DAL MEET
TPEMALID'\LMMdammusﬂBtm
Gurtly

launching of the march on October 1 to liber=
ate the Golden Temple complex.

YouTH CONGRESS CRISIS

THE DELHI PRADESH Youth Congress(1)isin
the throes of a crisis. A comention of Delhi
Pradesh Youth Congress () functionaries has
been rallnd bygcnnal scm:tary Shadi Lal o

Shire
(SGPC) should not accept any condition im-
posed by the government lurlakmgmmml
of the Golden’

discuss the The convention
hasbeen called against the wishes of the Delhi
Youth Congn:s {n pn:ndl:nt Brahm Yadav,

wi



