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Fix failure on
multiple fronts

Doctors' protest in the Kolkata rape-murder
highlights the State’s failures. But how society
responds to such erimes needs addressing too

miulti-tiered failure of the State and soclety

underpins the strike by doctors across the

nation, though the immediate triggers are

the rape and murder of a doctor in a
government-run hospitalin Kolkata and the cover-
up attempted by the authorities in its aftermath.
This failure is writ large in more ways than one in
the matter.

Ttturns out that the accused's history of assault
was overlooked while retaining him in a quasi-
official capacity in the state police and letting him
gain undue access and clearance in the hospital — if
all this was deliberate, the rot in the system is
indeed deep. Then, there was the initial distortion
of the nature of the doctor's death communicated to
her parents, a hurried cremation allegedly with
prodding from the police, and efforts to rehabilitate
the college principal who was forced to resign over
his inaction. These failures suggest a desperation to
deflect blame and show why the transfer of the
probe tothe Central Bureau of Investigation, as the
Kolkata high court has directed, was merited.
Against this backdrop came Thursday's vandalism
at the medical college with the police as a
bystander. Given the long work hours, crumbling
infrastructure, and poor conditions at most publle
health facilities, which exacerbate the vulnerability
of medical staff to violence by patients' families, the
outpouring of rage at the Kolkata incident is not
hard o comprehend.

However, society’s failure in how it responds to
rape and sexual violence is equally consequential,
which is also why the stringent rape laws enacted
after the 2012 Delhi gang rape and murder have led
to little deterrence. Calls for justice are sufficiently
loud only when a case seizes the public attention
for its barbarity, more so in an urban setting. And
once the public furore dies down, there is little
attention paid (o rapes elsewhere, involving victims
marginalised by poverty, caste, and the many other
markers of vulnerability, The outrage over the
doctor's murder must serve asa reminder that
there is no room for a systemic or societal blame
game when it comes o crimes against women —
Failures across all fronts need to be acknowledged
and stamped out urgently.

Time for India to reset
wrestling governance

man Sehrawat's bronze medal at Paris 2024
Aext{‘nded Indian wrestling's medal-winning

streak at the Olympics to a fifth straight
Games, Factor in Vinesh Phogat's heartbreaking
disgualification on the cusp of another medal, and
one would think that the country is in the middle of
a wrestling boom, But that is only partly true,
because the sport’'s administrators seem
determined to undo all the good that the athletes
have worked so hard to achieve over the years,

On Friday, the Delhi high court again put an ad
hoc body in charge of wrestling in the country. This
decision came close on the heels of the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFT) president Sanjay Singh
blaming the 2023 wrestlers’ strect protests against
former president Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh for the
poor show at the Olympics. The high court’s
decision and the WFI president’s statement are not
related, but they together paint a sad picture of the
way the sport is administrated in the country.

Wrestling is one of India's traditional sports —
one where our rich akhada culture has led to
continued success at the international level against
all odds, But the country’s top stars sitting on the
streets demanding action against autocratic and
allegedly unlawful bosses is a poor reflection of the
state of affairs. An administration that has no
empathy for the athletes — some of whom had
made grave charges against Brij Bhushan — is one
that doesn't understand sport. WFL, whose current
establishment is just another avatar of the previous
one, needs to be professionalised urgently to keep
the larger interest of the sport and athletes in mind,
Now that an ad hoc panel is in place again, the time
toact is here. Clean up the sport by taking along its
main stakeholders who put in blood, sweat and
tears even when no one is looking, Wrestlers,
wrestling, and Indian sport, deserve better.

Seeding farm growth
in climate-crisis era

The 109 new varieties of
seeds recently released
by the government can
bring down costs of
production and improve
harvest in water-scarce
regions and in adverse
weather conditions

gricultural development
and farimer wellare are
nmong the top priorities
for the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA)
government. It s our
resalve to bring joy and prosperity to
the |ives of food-givers, who ane the
architects of our sustenance, We have
a dx-point strategy to help
increase the ineomes of farmers. Aug-
menting production, reducing the
cost ol larm production. providing
falr prices for prodiscts, appropriate
financial assistance (n the event of
matural disasters, crop diversificaton,
and promoting organic (arming sre
the key aspects of this vision. The
most important factor in increasing
prodution and reduciig costs is good
seeds 1o boost production in water-
scuroe begion s and n odverse wenther
conditions. To this end. Prime Minis-
ter (FM) Narendra Modi has dedi-
cated 109 new varictics of such seeds
o farmers and the nation,
The agricultural landscape has
evolved rapidly over the last [0 years.
The challengenow is to boost prodac-

Hon amid pressing |ssuies such as the
climate crisis and environmen tal
imbakance. To tackle this, we will
develop 1500 new varieties of cli-
mate-friendly crops in the next five
years. At this moment, only sclence
«can help determine the well-being of
Farmers. 'm prowd of our agriculiursl
schentiss who are developing climle
Triendly varieties of Eirm produce,
Thelr innovations can indeed ensune
the wellare of farmers,

As o farmer mysell, 1
understand first-hand how
Important good seeds are.
There will be an unprece:
dented inerease in produc-
tiom if the seeds are good
and suitable 1o the nanare of
the soil and weather of a S
region, PM Modi under-
stood this and gaided us o
work with a broader vision
im this direction. Diversity is
the specialty of agriculture in India.
Here, farming evolves after every
short distance. For instance, farming
I the plains s different from that in
the hills and mounialns. We have
released the new varleties of seeds
loeeping all these differences and vt
athons in mdrd, OF the W05 varetles, @
are for regulor farming, and 40 for
horticulture. The government is
dleterminid 1o promote healthy food
amd make India a ghobal nutritdon
huab,

It is our resalve to ensure that the
assesment of farmers’ hard work is
done properly and they get a fair price
for their crops. For this. we ane pur-
chasing their produce at the mini-

Shivraj
Chouhan

mum suppost price (MSF). Along with
increasing production. India is also
ooncerned about ensuring that agri-
cultural production is safe for our
Tceabth ais wiell as our soil. Today, the
country 8 wimessing a new green
revolution. Our food providers are
also becoming encrgy providers and
Tl providers, Sectors such Imsal

iy wdiverse larmi

hustandry, Dcellvrung[ medicinal
Tarming and flowers and [t hm::]g
are also betng strengihe:
along with regular agricul-
e,

Previous  governments
never prioritised agriculture
and farmers, whereas the
farming sector hos made
unprecedented  progress
h under the leadership of PM
Modi. In 2013-H. the bud get
Tor the minisiry of agricul-
turewas T27660 crore, while
in 2024-25, it increased to
11,32, 470 crore. This bud getary allo-
cation is just for the agriculture
department. There ks a separate bud-
?eu‘nrouier areas of agriculiure and

tiliser subsidies. The government
provides urea and diammonium
phosphate (DAP) o farmers at
cheaper rates, it ghves farmers o sub-
sidy of about TLI00 on uren, and
2,083 subsidy on one bag of DAP.
Famners have bocorse self-reliont and
empowered through the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi scherme,
The Prodhan Mantri Fasal Bimn
Yojana provides a huge insurance
eover in the event of crop bosses

The Madi government hias sarived to
take decisions, from seeds @ providing

Mlclb, where praclices mm after every short distance

a market, to empower furmers, to
roduce thelr problems and increase
thelr profits, In this direction, we are
developing agriculture infrostructhire
thioughan Agriculture Infrastracture
Fundof 71 laldh crores. More than 700
Krishi Vigoan Kendras are conmecting
farmars with sclence. Through the
NAMO Drone Didi Scheme, women
from faraway places arc also being
conmecied with technology, Through
Kirishi Sakhis, we vive traimed 35,000

agriculture personnel in the fnt ph.ﬁt

HI P80

In the Yajurveda, there is a verse
Ut says, “@nianman potiye mimih,
Kshetroanaem pataye namah”, which
eans, "W bow befiore the producen:
of grains and the custodians of
farina,” Iis also mentioned in Krishi
Parashar that “food |s life, food is
strength, and food is the means for
needs”. The existence of our country
isincom plete without farmers, which
is why farmers have been revered
even [nour ancient seripiures. [nour
culture and rmdltlon service tmwards

PM Modi
self-reliant in agriculture, urnl ww. an:
working Sh‘i{llm ally in that dlm~
thom, I, thee nex (e vears, we will ere
ate 100 export-oriented horticulture
clusters al a cost of VLDO0 erore.
More than L300 farmer markets will
be Integrated to Improve access for

farmers is equival

G, Toclay. India and our agriculture
sector are moving lorward sieadlastly
i e with the Prime Minister's long-
terme all-round, al Itnmmmm.
Inehusive, and hollstie vishon for 3

opiment.
Lhave falth that our Farmer broih-

farmers.
starting the W800-crore Olhmd:
Mission. The povernment is also
working towards creatlng vegetable
production chasters, This will help
small furmers enter now markets and
gt better prices for their produce, We
Thave also Pesoheed that among pulses,
the entire procurement of nur, umd
and masoar dal will bedone on MSP.

ers 5 will also becc -
relinng and prosperows in this goiden
age of independent India (Azadi Ka
Amrit Knal). And our country's grna-
rles will continue to fill with afluence
nnel prosperity.

Shitraf Sngh Chouhar b the Union minis
ter for agricuter ard frmers’ welfire,
The vitws cxpressail ne personal

Harris’s candidacy is a
symbol of US progress

m August 22, atancund Spm Central

Daylight Time, Kamala Devi Harris

will make history when she accepts

the Democratic Party’s nomi nation
for president of the United States, That
mement. set tounfold in front of 5000 dele-
gabes at the Democratic National Comvention
in Chicagn, will cap an extreardinary period
in American politics,

At the beginning of summer, the stage was
set for a rematch between President Joe
Biden and his predecessar, Donald Trumgp,
whom he defeated in the 2020 presidential
election, However, Biden's disastrous debate
performance against Trump on June 27 led
1o hiis announcing his withdrawal from the
race and endorsimg Harris, his vice president
for the past 42 months.Biden's declsion — [t
marks only the seventh tme a US president
has opted mod bo seck re-clecion — upended
the campaign just 104 days belore
ihe election. Al the time, Blden was
trailing Trump in most opinlon
pells, both nationally and in key
swingstates considered crucial for
capturing the White House.

Remarkably, amidst this politcal
upheaval, Harrs has managed o
reintmoduce herselfand rejuvenate
her party’s prospects for Novernber,

Frank F
Islam

whio smvoothly inhierited the campalgn appa-
ratuis and fundraising netwoiks established
by Biden, The speed with which Harris
secured the support of the party establish-
mienk ineluding endorsements from former
Presidents Obama and Bill Clinton. former
Speaker Mancy Pelosi, and Hillary Clinton,
quelled any speculation about & contested
convention in Chicago. 1n addition, the Dem-
ocrats were motivated by the need 1o have a
candidate wha coubd defeat Trump. For the
Democrats, Trump is an anathema and anti-
thetical to democracy’s future. Most o them
believe that a second Trump presidency
waould be even more dangerous than the first.

But It s not just fear driving support for
Harris's campalgn. Her candidacy has unl-
Med the Democratic Party and encrglsed ts
base, particularly young voters and minority
communities. A senior campaign official
recently noted af o closed-door fun-
dradser that Harris's volunteer appo-
rapus has been overwhelmed by the
enthuslastic response from young
volunteers cager to join the cam-

i

Harris has also sparked excite-
ment and enthusiasm among Afrl-
can Americans and Indian Ameri-
cans ic groups of which

Given that she once faced signifi-

camt seepticism from the electorate

and within her party, this iz a notable
achicvement, While the sequence of events
that brought Harvis to the lorefront may be
relegated to mene footnotes in history, the
true signifleanceof her condidacy —and her
potential presidency — extends far beyond
these recent developments.

Harrks's nomination marks o pivolal
moment in American history for several rea-
sons. First, she s only the second woiman
ever to be Rty s pres-

she is part, Ather cimpaign rallies,
ahe is drawing kirger crowds than
Trump has at his rallles in 3 surgeof
not been seen on the Democratic side since
Dbama's groundbreaking J008 campaigm.
Aler entering the race, Harris achieved a
huge fundralsing milestane, securing more
than a quarter billkon dodlars in July alone.
This financial prowess underscores the
strength and enthusiasm of her campalgn,
which has quickly guined momentanm,
The I|I|Ir|rl of Harris's candidacy is being,
el d now fin the polls. She hos erased

idential camdidate, Former first lady and sec-
retary of state Hillary Clinton broke the glass
colling In 2006 by beeoming the Democratic
Party's nominee for president. Harris's emer-
gence cight years later demonstrates the
speed anwhich the political landscape in the
US is evolving. especlally in terms of gender
representation among Democratic Party vot-
ers. Equally impaortant, if elected, Harris
would become the fird woman and woman
af cabour to hold the office of President of the
WIS This Is a mdl estone that carrles immense
ificance in a country that has grappled
with issues of race and gender since its
founding. Harris's ascent to this position lsa
testamet o the shifing demographics and
vilues of the Ameriean elector te.
To diate, Harris has run a remarkably com-
petent campalgn, The party machinery
quic iy coaleseed around the vice president,

Her candidacy willInspire millions wieo
have feltunderrepresemtedin the US we

the lead Trump held over Biden, and now
leads in most motional polls, including in key
swing states such as Penngytvania. Michigan,
and Wisconsin — states Trump narrowly
won in 2006 and Biden won back for the
Democrats in 2000, The strength of Harris's
eandidacy i highlighted by Trump's decisian
o agree bo debate her afier previously indi-
cating that he would not. Trump, who did not
debate his Republican primary rivals due to
his commanding lead, has recognised the
seriousness of Harris's challenge.

Harris's nomination is not just a personal
achlevement. It is a monumental step for-
ward In the ongoing struggle for equality,
PP I}und representation in America,
The late Alrican American poct Maya Ange-
I wrote i her powerful poem Egualit:

=W have lived a painfisl hisiory / we know
thee shainefil past b | keep on marchfng for-
war

This weck in Chicagn, nll cyes will be an
Harris as she prepares to aceepl the Demo-
eratic Party's nomination, 1i will not be just
her whowill ke “marching forward” there,

Her candidacy has the potential to inspire
millions of people — especially women and
minorities — who have long felt undermepre:
sented in America, It will serve asa profound
symbol of how far the US has come and a
powerful reminder of how much further it
hus to amd can go.

Frank F ke i an entrepremeur, civic feacer, and
thought kender buga i Washington DC. The views
expressad hereare personal
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We have reached a point where

the West can no longer do
global leadership and ... has
become part of the problem

HT

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Developing nations need to
be helmsmen of their boats

o must have heard Prime Minkter

(PM) Marendea Modi's Ind cpendenice

Dy speech From the ramparts of the

Hed Fort. He daimved, “There are innu-
merable chadl enges, within and from outside,
1 am aware as we grow stronger challenges
tfrom outsicke will leep maunting, But [ want to
rerming those powers, that India’s develop-
ment isn'tmeant to destabilise anyone. When
wewere rich, we didn' force wars on anyone,
‘W are the nation of the Buddha, war is not
our way.” What's the message embedded in
these words?

I was remil nded of Shelkh Hasing Wajed
and her counterpart in Pakistan, former PM
Imran Khan—though India and her leaders
e Bearbes. A few days alter lher coumn-
Ay, Shedkh Hixsing ina letter clabmed had she
agroed toa United States (US) demand to hand
over St Martin Island, her regime would have
memained untouched. On May 27 she had
elaimed, “Like East Timor ... they will carve
ot a Christian country aking parts of Bangla-
desh [Chattogram] and Myanmar with a hase
iin the Bay of Bengal,”

Since the beginming of the 20th century, the
sl bias grown accustomed 1o ectonic shifis
fin ghobal power structure every few decades.
Theend of the two world wars ked to a bitter
Cold War between the twosuperpowers, Lhe
Soviet Union and the LS.

Mpwsr Chiimea sl thee US e squaring off. Thv,'
IS is determined 1o foil China's destgns in the
Red Sea and needs strategic bases in
Indlis or Bangladesh. China's growing influ-
ence in Myanmar made it amply clear (f

L sction wasn'L & ken it woulkl be oo ke,
It was aggadnst this backdrop that the Sheikh
Hasina government's ouster became inevita
e,

Norw |et's look at Imran Khans predica-
msert, He guined power after in |u|mnn|]'dlli-
cal strugggle. His initinl years went off well.
However, a political power struggle kept
lintensifying and sodid pressure from extermal
povers. Military headquarters at Rawalpindi
dicln’t esve any stone unturned so destabilise
i, Theey kept supporting Khan's rivals. The
result, Khan is in jail and efforis are on o
dilute his popular support.

Khan too accused the US of toppling his
governmient. The Interoept pubdished o report
Ibased on classified Pakistani gevernment doc-
wrments clalmiig the US was mifled at the neu-
tral stance Pakistan took when the Russia-
Ukeralne War broke out two yers ago, Acoond-

ing to the report, on March 7, 2022, the US
Stute department in a mecting with Pakistani
officints presaaned them o remove Khan fFom
power,

Twvennld |ke s rernind you of Tndira Gand i,
A frw months before her death she had pub-
Tiely said that some foreign powers were plot-
ting toget her outof their way,

During the K80s, there were allegathons
that several Western couniries (as also Paki-
stan) were helping fuel violent Khalistani
extremnism in India by shelbering cotrermists.
These Western nations included the US, the
UK and Canada, Western consclence ook a
beating after Indira's assassination. But tocday,
Caunadla continues 0 be a safe haven for many
Khalistani sctivists.

Canada is o member of Tive eyes” — the
coord ination group af secret serviees of five
nations (Cunacha, the US, the UK. Australia and
New Zealand) led by the US. These countries
are comvinoed that India's intelligence sgency
RAW was bhiind the killing of Sikh scparatists
in Canada

TheUS too made o similar allegation, Thy
Iliamesd Inclia for hatching a conspiracy to kdll
Ehalistanl ideologue Gurpatwant Singh
Pamnn.a S eitizen. These are the same coum-
trics that heve created mayhem in developing
countries to serve their interests.

Westiern countries like 1o lecture the world
about democracy. Let's look at the status. The
US is in the grip of election fever. A few weeks
earlier there was & sham of a debate between
Dorsald Trampand Joe Biden, Many US critics
Tabelled I8 one of the most shamelul debaies
i thebr dernocratic story. The question that
arkses is: How can a country strugiling witha
crisis of Inbegrity have the iemerity to kecture
others?

s amply clear we will have (o find our
sweet spot in this emerging Cold War, We'
means all the countries that hive suffered g
the hands of the devdloped world and are sl
gearing up o sprint on the path of develop-
ment, During the 19506 and 1960k, countries of
Asia and Africa established the Non-Aligned
Movement. IF the Indian PM desires, sucha
Tormal or informal platform can be initlated.

Instability in the nelghtourhood givesus a
chear message — in achanging world, develop-
ing nations need o be the helmsmen of their
vats,

‘Shashl Shekhar is ecior-in-chief, Windusaan The
views expireasad are persorl
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Two States

Elections to Jammu and Kashmir and

Haryana are of great import

ssembly elections for Haryana and Jam-

mu and Kashmir (J&K), to be held from

September 18 to October 1, will test In-
dia’s democratic institutions and, especially, the
Election Commission of India (ECI), to the fullest
extent. This will be the first election for J&K since
it bost its statehood and Ladakh was carved out as
a separate UT without an Assembly in 2019, After
a a three-phase poll in J&K and a single-phase one
in Haryana, the counting of votes will be on Oc-
tober 4. Curiously, the ECT has said that elections
that are due in Maharashtra and Jharkhand will
be announced later. In 2019, Haryana and Maha-
rashtra went to the polls together. Security con-
cerns and festivals have been cited as the reason
for holding these elections in batches of two
each. Falling within the first year of the 2024 gen-
eral election, these four Assembly elections, and
then the one in Delhi, will be notable for the pol-
itical signals that will emanate. Of import will be

In the context of the broader ramifications of Karnataka's local emplovment law: five Statedevel reports from the
southern States — on the Editorial and Opinion Pages — on labour conditions on the ground

New migrant realities in Karnataka’s gig sector

adma {name changed) has been

working with a prominent home

delivery services company in

Bengaluru, as a beauty services
provider for three years now. After migrating
from her hometown in Sikkim to Visakhapatnam,
‘Andhra Pradesh, to work in a salon, she then
moved to Bengaluru after the COVID-19 pandemic
to become a gig worker.

“The company charges a 30% commission, but
1 get paid every three days. That helps. After my
husband met with an accident, it has not been
easy for us. So, cash in hand and some amount of
flexibility is useful” she says.

Padma’s sister too has moved to Bengaluru and
offers her services through the same company.
The company offered a training programme for
professionals for a facial treatment package that is
to be launched, and she nates that there was a
pood mix of locals and migrants from Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, West Eengal and the
northeastern States among them.

These women are among the many who have
migrated to the Silicon Valley of India

lhuru). There is already a two-lakh-strong

the J&K exercise, as a new elected g
can be the first step to a durable political process
after J&K's reorganisation five years apo. The en-
thusiasm that the electorate showed in the gener-
al election and the recurring incidents of violent
insurgency are two aspects of the situation in
Kashmir. Elections could open the possibility of
the emergence of new paolitical actors. An elec
tion process that is demonstrably fair and tran-
sparent is essential for a healthy democracy, and
in Kashmir's case, no less so.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (B[T) went in for a
changing of the guard in Haryana ahead of the
general election to dilute the discontent against
the party and its governments at the Centre and
the State. The Agnipath short service scheme that
was introduced by the Centre is a topic of intense
interest in a State where many young people look
o the military for a career option. The Congress
is hoping to benefit from the double anti-incum-
bency and a disarray in the non-Jat social coali-
tion that propelled the BJP to the top in 2014, The
impact of the Assembly elections will not be li-
mited to the two States/UTs. The general election
had loosened the B]Ps grip over the country’s
politics and given the Opposition a fresh lease of
life. Whether that trend holds or there is a rever-
sal is to be seen. Politics within the BIP, among
the National Democratic Alliance partners, bet-
ween the BJP and the larger Sangh Parivar, and
between the BJP and the Opposition, could all be
influenced by these elections. The BJP and the
Congress both know that the stakes are high, giv-
ing this round of elections an added edge.

Back from the brink

Sri Lanka has an reunity to elect a
fruly r sentative rnment

ri Lanka's ninth presidential election, sche-

duled for September 21, has attracted a re-

cord 39 candidates, signalling a return to
“husiness as usual™ despite the severe economic
crisis of 2022, The number of contenders, four
more than in 2009, suggests a robust democratic
process. There are familiar faces and some sur-
prises. Incumbent President Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, traditionally with the United National Par-
ty, is running as an independent. At 75, he aims
o garner broad support by highlighting the polit-
ical and economic stability achieved during his
two-year tenure, made possible by backing from
the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPT), led by
former President Mahinda Rajapaksa. In early
2002, Sri Lanka faced the full effect of an eco-
nomic meltdown, brought on by, among other
things, the COVID-19 pandemic and the 2019
Easter Sunday bombings. The central bank an-
nounced a debt repayment moratorium amid un-
sustainable debt and eritically low reserves. The
Russia-Ukraine conflict further worsened the sit-
uation. The Aragalaya movement resulted in the
ousting of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa in 2022,
Since then, Sri Lanka has secured an extended
fund facility with the IMF, supported mlnally by
India and now with an "agreement in pri
with India and the Paris Club creditors on a debt
treatment plan. During the early recovery phase,
people faced price hikes, Recently, prices of elec
tricity, fuel, and cooking gas have decreased, but
people are stll struggling. Earnings from tou-
rism, a major contributor, amounted to around
$328 million in July against $219 million a year
ago. However, in a move seen as part of electio-
neering, the government announced a monthly
cost of living allowance of LKR 25,000 for public
service employees, effective January 2025,

Mr. Wickremesinghe faces Sajith Premadasa of
the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (United People’s
Front), Arura Kumara Dissanayake of the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna, and Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
son, Namal of the SLPP. Mr. Dissanayake, who vi-
sited India in February, hopes to capitalise on pu-
blic frustration with traditional political parties, a
sentiment that fuelled the Aragalaya movement.
Other candidates include P Ari h

#ig workforce in the city, facilitated by tech
platforms such as Uber, Ola, Swiggy, Zomato and
Dunzo among others.

The Karnataka government recently proposed
a "guota-for-local” Bill. which has been put in cold
storage following a pushback on the proposal by
corparates in the State. Nevertheless, at a time
when India witnesses huge migration,
characterised by an influx of people from rural
regions to cities and more prosperous economies,
and driven by a declining agrarian economy and
unprecedented unemployment rates, what could
initiatives such as the quota-for-Jlocal Bill mean for
the migrant gig workers of the State?

The migration spectrum
While there is little data available on the strength
of the migrant population among gig workers, the
spectrum usually swings between autorickshaw
very few of whom are inter-State
migrants, and delivery personnel and home
service providers, of whom a large portion are
migrant workers,

Says Vinay Sarathy, president of the United
Food Delivery Partners” Union, the migrant
population among food delivery partners varies
according to the locations within the city.

Social security
schemes which
demand
domicile status
could be
gnorant of the
migrant
realities

of today

“If the location is around M.G. Road,
Koramangala or HSR layout Bengaluru, there is a
greater percentage of Hindi-speaking migrant
workers. But if the location is Rajajinagar, the
number comes down. Near Electronics City, you
will find a large number of delivery personnel
from other parts of Karnataka such as
Mandya and a few from States such as LAB
Andhra Pradesh. There are also people
from within Karnataka, such as
Tumakury and Ramanagara close to
Bengaluru, and also faraway parts of
North Karnataka.”

According to Mr. Sarathy, after the COVID-19
pandemic, there has been a significant increase in
the inflow of migrants to the city’s beoming gig
sectar.

In the case of drivers associated with
F rs, the number of inter-State migrants is
relatively low, says Mohamad Inayat Ali from the
Karnataka App-based Drivers' Union.

“The share of migrants may be around 5%-10%.
UsudJIy, they are from Bihar, West Bengal and

ttar Pradesh.”

2dif
JOBS &

WhlJE that is the case with owner-drivers,
schemes that allow drivers to rent a car from the
platforms by depositing an amount seem to have
more takers among the migrants.

“Such schemnes as well as companies such as
EluSmart which have their own fleet see more
migrant workers as they require less investment
and are relatively risk-free” Mr. Ali notes.

A more class

Pasha {name changed) from Bengahuru works as a
delivery partner with a leading food ordering
platform in the city. He moved from a full-time
job to a parttime job recently after finding an
additional job as a seeurity agent.

“It (delivery) is a risky job given the traffic and
paollution. Earkier at least the payment was good.
Then the rate cards changed, and I had to find
another job that provided a stable income,” he
says. “Locals often work parttime for these
platforms, Wheress vou will see mostly migrants
working full time,” Pasha acds.

As he is a local it was not very difficul for
Pasha to find a second job. For a migrant who
does not have connections in a city that speaks a
language alien to him, things are often ditferent
and the chances of being exploited are higher.

OUR

Says a source who works cdose to the delivery

workers, “There is more exploitation when
outsiders/migrants are hired because they have
no local support. Even among gig workers, if the
companies offer a lower rate card, local workers
will speak up and question them. But a migrant
worker will not openly object and get into
trouble. The companies/platforms have
an edge over workers in such
situations.”

Ramifications of the Bill

What could a local reservation Bill
mean for migrant gig workers in this
context?

Not much in terms of a direct impact on gig
workers, since they are not “employees™ ina
traditional sense. However, it could make the
already precarious situation worse for the larger
migrant population,

'[‘lbzre would be dzmogzphn: changes within
the gig labour force, with more locals moving to
the formal sector if reservation is implemented.

Says Mohan Mani, a visiting fellow with the
Centre for Labour Studies at the National Law
School of India University, Bengaluru, “Such a Bill
will have an impact on those who can aspire for
formal sector jobs. If there are reservations,
migrant wullvzrs would have a lesser chance at
such j

While pitting the local against the migrant,
such moves overlook the elephant in the room,
namely, the exploitation of workers, and spin
narratives such as “locals not available for work™
or “not enough work for locals”, which shifts the
focus from the real issue.

Says Soujanya Sridhar, researcher and Senior
Manager at Aapti Institute, Bengaluru, "I don't
think Karnataka-origin workers don't want to do
the work that migrants do. 10 just that they have
more options given their social networks here.
5o, they're less likely to want to do a lowvalue
job

She points out that social security schemes
which demand domicile status are fgnorant of the
migrant realities of today.

“Reservation in jobs will not stop or reverse
migration. Migrant workers will continue to come
and seek work in the city. But, fundamentally,
such a move increases the fragility associated
with migrant life and they will have fewer
avenues for protection or fair work”
elizabeth. shilpa@thehindu.coin

STATES

Migrants toil in Tamil Nadu’s Cauvery delta

igrant workers from other parts of India
M are slowly making their presence felt in

the agricultural fields in the Cauwvery
delta, in Tamil Nadu, often referred to as the
granary of South India. The development comes
amid there being a severe shortage of farmhands.

The gradual influx of migrant workers in
agriculture has, however, not set alarm bells
ringing as yet among trade unions or local
labourers as the numbers in the farm sector are
nat as high when compared to the situation in the
industrial and other sectors in Tamil Nadu.

The shortage of labour still remains a common
complaint among farmers in the delta, as the
younger generation has turned away from
farming, leaving the elders to shoulder the
burden.

“It’s becoming really hard to find labourers to
tend to the crops,” says R. Anandan, a farmer
from Parasanallur in Mayiladuthurai district.

From India’s east

Migrant labourers have been filling this gap in
some places. They move across the State in
groups during the agricultural seasons and are
largely hired for the transplantation or the
harvesting of paddy as far as the delta region is
concerned. Many of them are from West Eengal
and Bihar, and are skilled in paddy transplanting
and other agriculture activities. They are sought
after by farmers here for their swift work and at
relatively lower costs,

“For the past three years, we have been
working in different districts across Tamil Nadu,"
says Deva Mondal, a Bengali labourer, who was
part of a group engaged in transplanting padidy
seedlings in Mayiladuthurai district, recently.

Deva highlights the demanding nature of their
work. The group, he says, works from dawn to
dusk, transplanting paddy seedlings on four o
five acres per day. “We charge 24,500 to 5,000
for planting an acre as a group {of 13 workers),
whereas local labourers are paid $600 per day for
the same work. By covering more area in a day,
we earn mare,” he says.

“Farmers who hire us say that there is shortage
of labourers locally and fulfil their requirement.
However, this is not yet a widespread
phenomenon in the delta,” he add.

]..abcvul unions too agree. "The isswe of

migrant workers for farm operations in
thz delta districts is not as alarming as [it is] in

V. Venkata-

the northern districts of Tamil Nachi. Many
farmers are going in for government-supported
farm mechanisation. Besides, local youngsters
are opting for jobs with a steady income. These
factors are contributing to the dedline in local
Iabour in agriculiural fields,” observes V.

k a CPI(MY cadre and

Nacchinar-

Vu:E-[‘rP_EldEnt Al India Agriculture
Labourers Unien, Thanjavur.

Migrant lshourers can be seen
engaged in farm activities in some parts
of the delta region, particularly in the
urban or semi-urban pockets. This is
because there are opportunities available for
them during the off season period, says G.
Sethuraman, a progressive farmer with the
sizeable landholding in Dharasuram near

LAB
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In Tamil Nadu,
migrant
lahourers are
making gradual
inroads in the
agriculture
sector in the
delta region

“Warkers from other States usually avoid areas
with a significant labour population and focus on
villages near urban/semi-urban areas where there
is a shortage of labour,” explains A. Baskar,
General Secretary, Tamil Nadu Agricultural
Wiorkers” Union. "Although there haven't been
any conflicts between workers from other States
and locals, so far, possible disputes can be
averted by ensuring equal pay for all labourers,”
he says.

Socio-economic changes and MGNREGA
Ayalai Siva Suriyvan, District Secretary, Tamil
Nadu Vivasayigal Sangam, Tiruchi, attributes the
shrinkage of the agricultural workforee to larger
socio-economic changes. "Earlier, those who
completed standard 8 or standard 10 ook up
agricultural work, but now they want jobs in
cities. Middle aged and old people largely
constitute the farm workforce in many parts of
the State. Hiring wullozrs from outside is
inevitable,” he sa;

Though the implemematim of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) is blamed by a section of farmers
for the shortage of labour and rising wages, not
all agree. “Last year, most beneficiaries got only
40 days of work under the scheme in Tiruchi
district, far from the promised 100 days and the
decline has been consistent over the years,”
claims Mr. Siva Suriyan.

If the implementation of MGNREGA is
confined to the non-cultivation season, there
would be no need to scout for migrant lsbourers,

OUR
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Mr. Sethuraman argues. The labour unions in the +

delta region, which are strong, had for long
ensured that the loval labourers got priority when
it came to hiring. Farmers, irrespective of the size
of their landholdings, were dependent on the
local labour to carry out all cultivation activities,
right from aerating the soil to
harvesting. There was stiff resistance
from Earm labour unions towards
mechanisation and hiring outsiders.
“Farmers had to run behind the local
workforce, who called the shots,” says
L.N. Renganathan of Kamalapuram
near Mannargudi.

But the advent of the MGNREGA changed the
situation during the first decade of this century.
As farmhands relished the advantages of being a
“stakeholder” in the scheme aimed at enhancing
their livelihood security, the grip of labour
syndicates on local agricultural operations
tapered off, paving the way for the gradual
increase in the mechanisation of agriculture
operations, he says.

Decline in agricultural labour

Agricultural labourers in the delta continue to
complain of unemployment and many, such as
Indira Jeevanantham, struggle to make ends
meet. The 68year-old woman, from Parasanallur
panchayat in Mayiladuthurai district, says that
she could get jobs only for three months during
the samba paddy cultivation season. For the rest
of the year, her situation is precarious as she
searches for small jobs to sustain herself and her
husband who is ailing. At the same time, Indira’s
plight is a reflection of the broader picture - of
the decline in agricultural labour in Parasanallur
panchayat, where the once robust workforce of
750 people has dwindled to 2 mere 75, most of
whom are older women like Indira.

The relationship between farmers and
labourers is intricately linked to the caste system,
with landowners and agricultural workers
typically belonging to different castes, at times
leading to tension. Nevertheless, Tamil Nadu’s
impressive gross enrodment ratio of 47%, the
highest in the country, indicates that almost half
the population pursues higher education and is
unlikely to return to agricultural labour,

vendatasubramanion. wisthefindu.co.n
nachimarkkiniyan.m@thehindu.co.m

“common Tamil candidate”, Sarath anseka
former Army Commander, and Nuwan Bopage, a
nominee of the Aragalaya activists. The leading
candidates should push for the restoration of
provincial councils, which represent a measure
of sutonomy as envisaged in the 13th Amend-
ment. It is a sad commentary on the Sri Lankan
political leadership that the councils have been
rendered nonfunctional for years. Whoever is
elected by about 17 million voters as President

ould revive the provincial councils, which are
mot Tamil-centric but are intended to infuse an
element of agency for the people in the running
of their affairs. A functional democracy is the first
step to fixing the economy.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Why this apathy?
Itis a shame and inhurmane
that there is apathy towards
the plight of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which is
in the grip of mpox disease
and in need of urgent
supplies of a vaccine.
Shockingly, the “apathy
continues” even after the
World Health Organization
(WHO) had declared mpox

o be a public health
emergency of international
concern [PHEIC) under the
International Health
Regulations (2005). The
situation should alarm the
international community.
GAVI, UNICEF, WHO and the
international community
should persuade vaccine
manufacturers to expedite
the availability of the mpox

vaccines before virulent
strains spread to more
countries and continents.
The international
community should pitch in
with the necessary funding,
if necessary.

Kosaraju Chandrameuli,
Hydurabad

A stressful journey
The issue of the safety of

women is in the media glare
and | wish to highlight rmy
bitter while

becoming an impediment
for other bonafide

travelling by train in sleeper
class recently, from
Bengaluru to Hyderabad.
There were many pecple
who got into the
compartment and it was
obwious that they were
travelling without a
reservation. They were also

e

There were a few people
who were inebriated and
who had got into the
compartment. This led to a
wery stresshul situation
developing.

As | was travelling alone, |
felt unsafe as a woman
passenger. There were no

officials to check things but
they made an appearance
after a complaint was

The situation went back to
square one once the
officals left.

The Railway officials must
ensure that passengers are
able to travel safely.
Radhika Sandip,

Hyderabad

e
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In Kerala, a dependence on migrant workers

egislation on the lines of
the Karnataka State
Employment of Local
Candidates in the
Industries, Factories and Other
Establishments Bill, 2024,
reserving jobs for locals in the
private sector, is nearly impossible
in Kerala and could prove to be
counterproductive to the State’s
interests, Given the stiff opposition
toit, the Karnataka Bill has been
suspended for the time being.

In Kerala, even manus
labotirers, who are highly likely to
lose jobs to inter-State workers,
despise the idea on moral, ethical,
and legal grounds, " Regionalism
flies in the face of the
constitutional right guaranteed to
every Indian to rein
the eountry. How can Malayalis,
who have travelled across the
workd in search of better
prospects, oppose migration?
Migrants have not encroached into
our space,” says M.A. Mohanan,
57, a headload worker in
Kakkanad, Ernalulam, and district
committee member, Headload and
General Worlkers Union.,

Treatment of migrant workers
However, migrant workers say
they face hostility. Rajendar Naik,
40, migrated to Kerala when he
was 15 and works in the plywood
industry hub of Perumbavoor in
rural Ernakulam. He says the local
workforoe can be hostile towards
migrant workers. George Mathew,
chairpersan of the Progressive
‘Workers' Organisation, which
works for the welfare of migrant
workers, agrees: "Migrant workers
are seen as an underclass by the
local community. But any attempt
to push them out will be met with
resistance from the government -
not because of an ethical stance
bt because their labour is linked
to the profit-making capacity of
corporates.”

A working group report by the
Social Service Division of the
Kerala State Planning Board noted
in 2022 that the number of
imigrant workers, called 'guest
workers' by the gpovernment, was
3 lakh in 200748, Of them, 21 lakh

were temporary workers; the
remaining stayed in the State for a

phiase,” he says.

Benoy Peter, executive director

lofiger period. 1t said, "Among the | of the Centre for Migration and
long-term migrants, about 5% live Inclusive Development, says
with their families in Kerala,” Kerala relies more on migrant
- In a Planning Board-sponsored workers than the migramt workers
M, Praveen study, ‘In-migration, Informal rely on Kerala, "So, if they turm
Employment and Urbanisation in elsewhere, the State will be staring

While migrant
wirkers are not
welcomed with
open arms, they
are cruclal for

process leading into the

Kerala', in 202, Jajati Keshari
Parida and K. Ravi Raman said
that migrants formed about 26.3%

insurance schemes and limited
paid hostel accommodation for
migrant workers, In Emalkiilam, a

argues that nine minbmum wage
notifications across various sectors
in the last seven years of the Left
Democratic Front govermment
have remained in limbo after
various managements, which were
party to the elaborate consultative

notifications, got them stayed by

significance in the wake

at a crisis,” he says, Already,
traditional and largely informal
sectors such as construction,

of the tatal workforee in Kerala. marine fishing, plywood, and
Considering that Kerala is an hospitality are almost fully reliant
ageing society with two on migrant workers,
districts already LARO "1 fact, the migrart
registering negative influx is not threatening
population growth, and the jobs of the local
there is large-scale it waorkforce in Kerala,
out-migration of youth JOBS & STATES Rather, there is an acute
fram the State, there is shortage of unskilled

a huge gap in the availability of workers, On the other hand,

people for unskilled and reserving work in the private

semi-skilled jobs. formal sectors poses the threat of
“It is a strange situation, Even flight of industries,” he says.

Keralites who return from abroad, Mujech Rahman, a leading

where they were doing unskilled phywood manufacturer, says

jobs, are unwilling to do the same | around 95% of workers in

in their State,” says Martin Patrick, | phywood factories are migrants. 1t

asocial scientist and expert inthe | is impossible to find a locs

field of unorganised labour force. workforce with the right skill sets

to replace them, be says.

Minimum wages

In Kerala, migrant workers are A dignified environment

guaranteed minimim wages, Supriva Debnath, 30, whe

which are higher than what they migrated to Perumbavoor from

would get in their home States. Kendrapara district in Odiisha nine

Kerala has also introduced health years ago, is now a link worker for

the National Health Mission. She is
troubled by the indifference of a
section of the local popiilace

programme ensures the education | towards migrant workers. “Being
of the wards of migrant workers, without work can be a nightmare
R, Chandrasekharan, the State for migrants as they hardly receive
president of the Indian National any help from their employers.
Trade Union Congress, T This is especially in the case of

seasonal industries such as brick
kilns. Migrants are left without
work during the rains,” she says,
Debnath wants the government
to provide a dignified and hygienic
living environment for these
workers, Her concern assumes

ofa

recent incident at Piravom along

the State. Even the court, “The State’s law officers | the eastern suburbs of Ernakulam

the local have failed to comvince the court district where a migrant worker
s e about the double standards of the was found living in a dog kennel

workforee does parties concerned in questioning for a manthly rent of 2500,

not support the notifications after giving their

reglonalism consent during the consultation et hirdu. con

The many jobs across the border

People from

% who work in Karr

v the sy

will break down without them

K. Umashanker
he Karnataka govern-
ment’s decision to in-

T troduce two laws - the

Factories (Karnataka Amend-
ment) Bill 2023, and the Kar-
nataka State Employment of
Local Candidates in the Indus-
tries, Factories and Other Es-
tablishments Bill, 2024 - un-
surprisingly found no takers
among the contractors and
workers of the unorganised
sector from Andhra Pradesh,
who go to work in Karnataka
and elsewhere.

Bengaluru  and  its  sur-
roundings have become a ha-
wen for contractors of the con-
struction industry thanks
the real estate boom ushered
in by the IT sector. The con-
struction industry in Karnata-
ka depends on migrant work-
ers i Kolar, Bengaliru,
Mangaluru, Mysuru, Belgaum,
Sivamogga, Bellery, and Hu-
bili, besides the rural sector,

Dependence on Karnataka
About 50,000 migrant work-
ers from the Rayalaseema dis-
tricts of Chittoor, Anantapur,
Sathya Sai, Anmamayya, Kada-
pa, and Kurnool in Andhra
Pradesh earn their livelibood
in Karnataka, The daily-wag-
ers mostly work in construce
tion as masons, plumbers,
electricians, ete.

Thousands of workers from
the Kadapa and Annamayya
districts whao are unahble to se-
cure  unskilled and  semi-
skilled jobs in the Gulf or fear
exploitation ind their way to
Karnataka as migrant labour-
ers, Similarly, thousands of fa-
milies in the combined Anan-
tapur  district  depend on
Karnataka for their bvelihood.

Apart from the constriction
sector, migrant families work
in malls, vegetable markets,
and sanitation works in priv-
ate establishments.

The workforce from  the
niorthern States, particularly
Bihar, Rajasthan, Uttar Pra.
desh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, and Odisha, also
have a strong connection with
the districts of the
Rayalaseema  re-
gion, which has a |
long border with |
Karnataka.  They
claim that they get
the best patronage
from contractors based in
Rayalaseema, who execute
building contracts in Karmata-
ka. Thousands of families
from the northern States set-
tled in Tirupati, Madanapalle,
Rayachoti, Kadapa, and Kur-
nool work in both States,
Their employers arrange for
transport, food, and accom-
mocdation for them,

“Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah’s plans to seut-
the the livelihood of non-locals
in the State will never mate:
rialise. All this is political dra-
ma to garner votes in the
name of providing jobs to lo-
cals,” says Gunasekhar, a con-
tractor from Puttur of Tiripati
district. "The move to in-
crease working hours in facto-
ries in 2023 was also opposed.
Bengaluru is an ocean of mi-
grant workers. Any move to
deter people from migrating
there for work would lead o a
break down of the system.”

)
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A change in view

Janardhan  Reddy, another
comtractor from Tinupati, who
keeps a workforce of 180 from
the northern States, executes
individual housing  projects
and apartment projects in
Bengahuru. "1 have been in the
comstriction sector for the kst
decade. My workforce started

with just five. The number

LABO

swelled over the years. My
men execute the works with
precision. They don't demand
anything extra. They don't ar-
gue. They are content with six
hours of sleep in temporary
sheds, They cook for them-
sebves, Most of them don't
drink or smoke. They remain
responsible to their families,
hundreds of kilometers away,”
he says.

Sunkara  Srava-
ni, 7, a software
engineer from Nel-
lore, who owns a
three-bedroom flat
in  Krishnarajapu-
ram in Bengaluru, says: “l
have been ohserving the lifes-
tyle of the migrant workers for
the last three years. My hus-
band is also a sub-contractor,
They are extremely skilled
and disciplined. The work-
force from the north accepts
TI0O0500 a day for a whole
day of work. Even when su-
pervisors scold them, they
just smile. This is an eye-open-
er to the migrant workers
from the south, and also for lo-
cils in Karnataka,” she says,

Senior contractors say the
workforce from  the Hindi-
speeaking belt is no longer seen
as "unreliable” as was the
case earlier. “They are gaining
admiration not only across
Karnataka, but elsewhere in
the south” says Gangadhar
Gowda of Kolar, who supplies
steel to clients in Bengaluru
and parts of Rayalaseema,

Radhe Shyam, a worker
from Tirupati who whitewash-
es homes, says, *1 work for six
maonths a year in Bengaluru
and five months in Tirupati. 1
take a one-month vacation at
our native place, Dharbanga
(Bihar), We don't belong to
any particular State. There are
in crores of people like me.
The government should not
be playing with out lives™

STATES
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A snapshot of migration in India

Migrants

DATA POINT

Srinivasan Ramani

he Multiple Indicator Sur-

vey of the National Sample

Survey  Office’s  78th
Round, conducted in 202021, off-
ers a detailed look at the reasons
fot intra and inter-State migration
across India, and the problems
faced by migrants. We parsed unit-
level data from the survey (more
than 1163 lakh respondents) to ar-
rive at the tables.

Tables 1 and 2 show the States
with the highest share of external
and internal migrants among all
migrants in India. Maharashtra
hosted the highest share of exter-
nal migrants, followed by Uttar
Pradesh, and West Bengal. U.T. al-
so contributed the highest number
of migrants, followed by Maha-
rashtra, West Bengal, and Bihar.
These States also hosted a signifi-
cant number of internal migrants,

IFwe look at pairs of regions, mi-
grants going from U to Maha-
rashtra formed the largest chunk
of all external migrants (Table 3),
followed by migrants from the Gulf
countries (some returning to Kera-
la), and migrants going from LR
to Delhi. Suburban Mumbai re
mains the district that hosts the
highest number of mi {Ta-

sing from Uttar Pradesh to Maharashir

1 formed the langest chunk of all external migrants

Migration patterns

Tha data far the tablas ware arived at after parsing wnit-level data from the Multiple Indicator Surwey

‘a6

.
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Table 1: States with the highast | Table 2: States with the Table 3: The pair of States whare the highest share
entermal migration highest internal migratian af migrants come fram and migrate to
Migrated mﬂ lﬁmﬂ”

Msharsshira 1 WP, 1334 Mohamshirs | Uttar Pradesh a7
UtwPradesh | 1023 | Mabrsh | 1002 | Weka | Guicounties | 26
Wost Bangal 83 Wast Bengal 158 Dalkd Uttar Pradesh 25
Dl | sm Tamd Nach 653 West Bangal | Bihar 24
Kerala 551 Rajasthan ™ Jharkhand | Bihar 23
Gujarat 09 Bihar 543 Uttar Pradesh | Bihar LE
Riajasthan AN WP, 519 Uttas Pradesh | Delly 16
Punabs 46 AP “ Punjab | Uttar Pradesh 15

‘Tabda 4: Districts with a high propartian of migrants

ble 4), followed by Pune and
Thane in Maharashtra.

Among migrants moving States
fior eeanamic reasons (who consti-
tuted roughly 22% of all reasons),
which include better employment
prospects, business, service transf-
ers, ete,, migrants going from U
o Maharashtra formed the Lrgest
chunk of all migrants, followed by
those moving from U.P to Delhi
and from Bihar to West Bengal.
Marriage was one of the main rea-
sons (68.2% of all reasons) for mi-
gration as well, with migrants from
Ut Maharashtrs, Bihar to
Jharkhand, and Madhya Pradesh
o LI accounting for the top three
highest numbers (Table 6).

Table 5: Migration far economic reasons

Mumbal Suburban Maharaghtra L7 Maharashira | Uttar Pradesh

Pune Maharashtra s Dalhd Uttar Pradash

Thane Maharashtra L0 West Bangal | Bihar

North 24 Parganas | West Bengal .98 Gujarat Uttar Pradesh

Wiest Tripura Trigusa (X Punjab Uttar Pradesh
Abmedabad Gujarat 0.74

Serpidors i e o Tabsle 6 Migratian far marriage

e I T  Migraedte | Wigntedtom | 3 externl |
Hoaghly [rp— Y] Maharashira e Li%
Nashik Maharashtra 088 Tharthard e Lin
S | Oujaret | el Uttas Pradesh | Madhya sk
South 24 Parganas | West Bengal 054 | Pradesh

East Godavarl Analhea 0.54 West Bangal | Blhar 0.8%
Ghazlabad Uttar Pradesh 0.53 Untes Praceeh | Blfr om

The construction worker conundrum

The lack of proper data and the absence of registration of workers are challenges

Syed Mohammed

uring the mornings,
l) the labour addas (in-
formal job  markets

where labourers hope to get
hired for a day) of Hyderabad
are filled with young men.
Speaking in Bengali, Odiya,
Hindi, and other languages,
they hope to get hired by su-
pervisors of construction sites,

Babul Shaik, a mason, ar-
rived five years ago from a vil-
lage in Malda district of West
Bengal. “1'had to look for work
because | have no land, and no
property except a small house
that my father built,” he says.
“1live in a room with four oth-
ers from my villyge. In the
morning, I walk to the Zehra
Nagar labour adda, which is
near our room. 1 mostly do
plastering work and make
0,000:0,200 a day.”

At an under-construction
site, Laxmi, 30, from Chhatis-
garh, works as a helper. "1
work from 8 aum. to 5 pam. or
even 7 pan. | earry material
|cement and sand amalga-
mate] into bathrooms, and
throw debris out. 1 get paid
TS00-600 a day,” she says.

At larger construction sites,
a contractor is entrusted to
source  migrant  labourers.
"Most of the larger projects are
in West Hyderabad, in and
around the IT Corridor. It is
better to work here than live
under tarpaulin sheets  at
smaller sites,” says a property
consultant who deals with
large construction firms,

Informal sector  workers®
rights bodies such as India La-
bour Line have identified 220
labour addas spread across the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation limits. These are

frequented by migrants from

e
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Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Odisha, and Jhark-
‘hand. About 100 t0 1,200 work
ers go to these addas looking
for wark every day.

While there is no conclusive
it o migrant workers in Te-
lamgana, the number was esti-
mated to be around & lakh-10
lakh before the pandemic.
More than 44 lakh
informal sector
workers are regis-
tered on the eShram
partal in Telangana,
In the construction
sector, an official da-
ta set for Hyderabad district
shows that 22,994 male and
4,457 female workers ane regis-
tered. The Telangana Building
and Other Construction Work:
ers Welfare Board (TBOCWE),
astate-run body that looks into
the well being of workers, says
the number of workers is
15,06,171,

"The problem is that a vast
majority of the workers, in-
cluding construetion workers,
are not registered,” says Broth
er Varghese Theckanath, divec:
tor of the Monfort Social Insti-
tute, The lack of registration
means that these workers do
not get access to welfare
schemes, This inclides com-
pensation  for  accidental
deaths, suffering  disability
while working at construction
sites, and natural deaths.

TBROCWE  Secretary  and
Chief Executive Officer E. Gan-
gadhar says in the last 10 years,
the Board has paid accidental
death claims of 76 lakh each w
5,231 individuals, who are the
relatives of the workers who
died; 1 lakh each to 48,266 in-
dividuals, the relatives of work
ers whao died of natural causes;
%5 lakh to each of the 603 indi-
vidhuals who sustained disabili-
ties; and also registered 3,959
cases of hospitalisation.

Howeer, the issue of track:
ing migrant workers remains.
“The over 15 lakh who have
been registered are maostly

comstruction workers from Te-
langana (and nat from other
States),” Gangadhar says. He
adds that the Labour Depart-
ment  has  conducted  cam-
paigns in the past to educate
workers about the importance
of registering with the Board.

It is important to note that
the TBOCWE is supposed to
comprise two mem-
bers  representing
building  workers
and two others re-
presenting em-
ployers, However, at
present, the first two

05ts Are vacant.,

In 2022, the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi had announced that
95% jobs in government de-
partments, agencies, and cor-
porations would be reserved
for locals. This move was not
extended to the private sector,

Sources say a large share of
migrant workers are unaware
of both the eShram portal and
TROCWE. Also, the registra-
tion process could prove diff-
cult. “They have to apply for
registration at the MeeSeva (a
centre where a host of govern:
ment services are available).
Faor this they have to take a day
off, as they cannot leave the
site midway. This means losing
out on daily wages," says an
expert who studies informal
sector workers,

Both Shaik and Laxmi are
unaware of schemes for cone
struction workers.

“Workers don't know what
schemes  are  available  for
them,” says U. Lingaiah, State
Coordinator, India Labourkine,
which works with workers of
the informal sector. “In July
last year, there were two scei-
dental deaths of construction
workers — one from UP, and
the other from Odisha - in Ma-
midipall. We managed to get 25
lakh each for their families
from building owners, These
were not registered workers”

syed mahammedthehindu, oo
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

The Palestinians killed Fatalities recorded in ~ Share of Indian spice  The company

Rise in the number of

in the Gaza Strip since  Himachal Pradesh samples that failed secretaries India will

acutely malnourished

October 7

40,099 :-

Includes the 25 deaths in the last 24 hours,
acoording to the health ministry In Gaza, At
least 92,600 prophe have been wounded In
the Gaza Strlp since the war started. ane

safety standards tests  need by 2030

In pr cent, The Food Safety and In bakh, According o the Institute of
12 Standards Authority of India l Company Secretaries of India (IC51),
conducted inspections and the dernand far company secretarles
testing of mixed splce blends. The data, will Increase amid rising economic growth.
abtalned under the RTI Act, shows 474 of Currently, there are more than 73,000
the 4,054 tested samples did not meet company secretarbes and arcund 12,000
quality and safety parameters. moms are practising company secretaries. s

since monsoon h{‘gﬂn
Between June 27 and August 16,
the State recorded 51

3 cleudbursts and flash flood
events, The State Emergency Operation
Centre sald that 33 people were still

missing, At least 121 houses wene
complately or partially damaged. m

children in Yemen
34 I peer cent, According o the
Integrated Food Security
Phase Classfication, more
than 18,500 children under five are
projected to be sevenely malnourtshed by
the end of this year, en
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Hasina’s exit and India’s hour of reckoning

A revolution spearheaded by studer

succeeded in toppling an inc

quota system evolved into a nationwide movement that led to the ouster of Prime Minister Sheikh H.

WORLD INSIGHT

Syed Munir Khasru

n August 2024, Bangladesh
witnessed one of the most
significant political uphemvals in its
recent history,

What began as a protest against a
controversial quota system in government
Jjobs evolved into a natiomwide movement
that ultimately led to the ouster of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh's
longest serving political lkeader (from
1996-2001 and 2000:2024), The irony is
that both the government and the
students were initially aligned in their
desire for quota reform, with the
government preparing to appeal against
the court order that bed o the restoration
of the quota system, The inevitable
question then is what could have gone so
wrong that the world's longest serving
female head of government was ousted
within a week?

This moverment wis primarily led by
students not affiliated with any political
party, making it a genuinely organic
uprising. The spark that ignited the
protests came on June 5, when the High
Court re-established a job quota reserving
30% of eivil service posts for the children
and grandehildren of freedom fighters of
Bangladesh’s liberation war. This
reignited a long-standing debate about the
fairness of the quota system in
povernment employment,

Initially, protests were peaceful and as
the movement gained momentum, by July
7, students had escalated their actions,
staging blockades and demanding
rescinding of the quota, On July 10, a
student’s blockade severely affected
Dhaka's transport system,

As the movement grew, so did the
tension between the protesters and
authorities, On July 14, a controversial
statement by Prime Minister Hasina,
referring to protesters as the “children of
Rawakars™ {collaborators of Pakistani
forces during the 1971 war), inflamed the
situation. Ms. Hasina's aggressive stanoe
and derogatory comments aggravated the
protesters, and the government had o
shuat down the internet to diseupt
COMIMUNICAtIon Among prodesters.

Thiee kast nail in the coffin was
unbeashing the Bangladesh Chhatra
League, the musch despised student wing
of the ruling Awami League, who attacked
protesters, which rapidly escalated and
galvanised the movernent as protests
spread nationwide, with students from
schools, colleges, and private universities
Joining. Major highways and railway lines
were blocked, hnnglng much of the
country to a standstill,

The government .mnuunu.'d indefinite
closure of all educational institutes, The
situation reached a critical point on July
18 when approximately 20 stucents were
killed amid clashes between the
protesters and police. Thus, negostiations
between the government and protest
leaders began on July 19, However, these
talks were marred by allegations of
government coercion and the
disappearance of key coordin

The beginning of the end

On July 21, the Supreme Court reduced
thie quota percentage from 30% to 7%
This wis seen as g potential
brreakthrough, but it failed to quell the
urrest due bo the arrests of student
protest coordinators. The movement
persisted, with protesters resuming
large-scale demonstrations on July 29
after the government ignored an
ultimatuim to rebease their beaders,

« »
K

I raget Protesters s hout slagans as they vandalise a mural of Shelkh Hasing an August 3. REUTERS

On Auggust 2, the situation escalated
with renewed clashes between protesters
and police. The movement reached its
climax on August 3 when the students
menvement announced their single ey
demand ~ the resignation of Sheikh
Hasina, They called for a non-cooperation
movernent from August 4, effectively
marking the end of the quota protests and
the beginning of a broader
antigovernment movement, Violence
shook the nation, with the death toll
climbing to a nearly 100 people - the
highest and deadliest death toll for a
sinple-day protest in the nation’s history,

Public anger mounted, and on August 5
the "March to Dhaka” brouight hundreds
of theusands to the streets in Dhaka and
other surrounding towns. 1t was at this
paint that law enforoers realised the
situation was beyond control and advised
Ms. Hasina to step down, She reportedly
refused and urged for more foreeful
measures to subdue the crowd. Ina
cructal turn of events, the army refused to
comply. Faced with a refusal from the
military and 4 massive public uprising,
Ms. Hasina Anally fled the country. A
revolution spearheaded by students
succeeded in oppling an increasingly
authoritarian regime that had been in
power for 15 years,

The opposition and India’s position
Throughout this perfod, protests were
marked by a complex interplay of various
actors, Students formed the core of the
moverment, but with the Joss of innocent
lives, it increasingly became a mass
popular movement joined by parents,
teachers, lawyers, cultural activists,
artists, professionals and civil society
members. The international community
also ook notice, with organisations like

UNICEF expressing concern over the
deaths of at least 32 children during the
crackdown. The protests highlighted
deepseated issues in Bangladesh's
political and social fabric, inclhiding
coneerns about authoritarian rule, lack of
participative democracy, nepotism,
carruption, and suppression of dissent.

I thie aftermath of Ms, Hasina's
departure, there was an outpouring of
pent-up anger towards anything
associated with her and the Awami
League. This included desecration of
statues and murals of Sheikh Mugjibur
Rahmuan, father of Sheikh Hasing who led
Bangladesh's war of liberation. Even if
there is some ebement of truth in Awarni
League's claim that the student
movement wis exploited by opposition
parties, led by the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNIP) and the right wing
lammi, it does not take away
ct that anger and discontent
had been fuelling below the surface for a
lomg time due to Ms. Hasina's repressive
style of governance wherein she

pposition and presided over
Thru: controversial, nony mnleatw::
elections in 2004, 2008, and 2024, 1f the
oppasition wok advantage, hiding behind
the cloak of the student movement, and
unbeashed unaceeptable violence
resulting in the loss and damage of public
property and killing of Lw enfore
Awarni League can't avold responsibiliiy
by letting a one-point quota reform
movement spiral out of control beeause of
the sheer arrogance and high handedness
it displayed from the very beginning.

The Indian government's response,
articulated by Foreign Minister 5.
Jaishankar on August 6, was notabie for
its omission of human rights violations
and killings that had oceurred. It

appeared to downplay the democratic
nature of the moverment, instead framing
it in @ way that aligned with the Awami
League’s narrative of external instigation,
This approach has been criticised for
failing to recognise the genuine
grievances and widespremd public
discontent that fuelled the protests,
Inlia’s pelicy of turning a blind eve to My,
Hasina's exercise of hard power, often
Jusstified by some of the commendable
economic progress and relative stability
achieved during ber rule, did not go well
in Bangladesh, Most Bangladeshis view
India’s relations as being aligned with one
particular party and one person as
opposed to the people of Bangladesh,
This presents a challenge for India’s
diplomacy and the need for having a
more nuanced understanding of
Bangladesh's socio-political landscape.

As aptly stated by Shivshankar Menon,
India’s former National Security Adviser
and Forelgn Secretary, "Primarily, it was a
people’s movement. It was a revolution
an the streets, and we should recognise it
as such rather than looking for foreign
influences or purely political
explanations” Additionally, the robe of a
section of the Indian media did not go
well in Bangladesh where exaggerations
and at times outright fake new: \is
werified by credible source:
about the persecution of Hindu minuntn:s
generated anger and resentment in
Bangladesh when policies such as the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2009 and
the persecution of Muslims in India in the
lnst dhecade ave fresh in their minds, While
there may have been instances of attacks
an minorities, what wis notable is the
open public vigl by students, activists,
and even opposition parties against attack
an minorities, partieularly Hindus, with
helplines and phone iven out
fer m.klru.l support shoubd any  such
attack take place. Professor Muhammad
Yurus visited the Dhakeshward National
Temple, exchanged greetings with kaders
af the Hindu commuinity, and assured
them of their safety and security.

‘What next?

As the movernent transitioned from quota
reform protests to s brosder call for
palitical change, Bangladesh i entering
unchartered territory, Depending on how
things unfold in the coming months as the
interim government takes the reign of
power, South Asin’s rising star is facing
one of its biggest challenges on the path

to achieving a pluralistic society based on
democratic principles, rule of law, good
governance, inclistve growth, and himan
rights, The events of 2024 would have
farreaching implications for the country’s
political landscape, governance
structures, and social dynamics,

Given the open enmity Ms, Hasina
displayed against the interim government
leader Prof. Yunus, including the alleged
cormuption charges browght about by her
government against the Nobel lireite,
which he termied as politieally motivated,
the challenge for Prof. Yunus would be to
rise to the occasion and hold a free, fain,
and participative ebection in contrast to
what the Awami League did For 15 years.

For India, the takeaway is the
importance of engaging with the broader
population rather than relying solely on
relationships with one individual or party.
Embracing the truth helps in the long run
s opposed to either being in a state of
demial or continuing the justification of
misperceptions, After all, Bangladeshis
know their country better than outsiders,
including their friends and neighbours,

Swed Munir Khasru is chairman of the
Institute for Policy, Advocacy and
Governance, an international think tak,

ithoritarian regime that had been in power for 15 years. What began as a protest against a
Bangladesh’s longest serving political leader
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The spark that ignited the:
probests came on June 5 when
the High Court re-established a
Jab cuata reserving 300 of cvll
service posts for the children
and grandehildren of freedam
fighters of Bangladesh's
liberaticn war.

As the mavement grew, so did
the tension between the
probesters and autharities. On
July 14, a controversial
staterment by Prime Minister
Haslng, referring to protesters
as the “children of Razakars®
(collaborators of Pakistan|
forces during the 1971 warl,
Inflamed the situation.

-
As the mavement transitioned
from quota refarm protests ta
& braader call for political

change, Bangladesh |s entering
unchartered territary.
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How a foreign covert group was using
ChatGPT to influence U.S. elections

How was ChatGIMT used by these operatives? How has OpenAl, the Microsofi-hacked company, which developed ChatGIPT reacted o the situation?

What are some of the lssues these operations tried to use to swing voters in US, states?

Sahana Venugopal
Poulomi Chatterjes

The story so far:
n Avgust 16, OpenAl said it
banned ChitGPT accounts

linked o an Iranian influence
eration that used the
chathot to generate content to influence
the U5, presidental election, The
\dlcms-c “hacked L[I'I'IFMI‘J}

ChatGPT accounts” and that it was
mamitoring the situation.

What is Storm-2035?

Openal assigned the group the

Storm 2035 moniker, and said the
operation was made up of four websites
that acted as news ¢ ions, These
news sites exploited issues like LGETQ
rights and the lsmael-Hamas contlict, to
target LLS, voters, The sites also used Al
tools to plagiarise stories and capture web
traffic, as per a Microsoft Threat Analysis
Center (MTAC) report issued on August 9,
Some named sites included EvenPolitics,
Nio Thinker, Westland Sun, Teorator, and
Savannih Time. The operation allegedly
targeted both liberal and conservative
voters in the ULS.

How did the group use ChatGPT?
According 1o Opendl, the operatives used
ChatGPT o create long-form articles and
social media comments that were then
posted by several X and Instagram
accounts. Al chatbots such as ChatGPT
can potentially assist foreign operatives

fool gullible internet users by mimicking
American users’ language patterns,
rehashing alreacly exdsting comments or
propaganda, and cutting down the tim,
takes to create and circulate plagiarised
content meant to Sway w
Apart from the upcoming U
presicential election, the Storm:
aperation covered world issues such as
politics in Venezuela, Hispanic rights in
the destruction in Palestine,
ish independence, and lsrael taking
part in the Olympic Games. The network
also exploited popular wpics like shion
and beauty. OpenAl shared screenshots of
some of the news stories and social media
posts it artributed o the operation; one
article claimed that X was censoring
former president Denald Trump's tweets,
while separate social media posts asked
users (o “dump” Trump or Viee President
Kamala Harris.

it

How severe is the impact of
Storm-20357

Openal has downplayed the severity of
the incident, claiming that audiences did
not engage much with the uploaded
content on socisl media. Using Brookings"
Breakout Scale, which measures the
impact of covert operations on a scale
from 1 {lewest) to 6 (highest), the report
shared this operation was at the low end
of Category 2, meaning it was posted on
multiple platforms, but there was no
evidence that real people picked up or
widely shared their content. However,
OpenAl stressed it had shared the threat
information with “government,

campaign, and industry stakeholders.”
‘While OpenAl pmwnh.d tlu.- dlwm

Besides hunting down influence
networks, OpenAl also found incidents of

and disruption of the | i
mllul.nn:npumtu masa pmltm.
the wse of Al

state-backed threat actors abusing Al to
attack enemies. Other serious cases
OpenAl's vulnerabilities

toals hy foreign operatives against 1.5,
voler: gravely urgent issue that
highlights muliple points of filure across
OpenAl, ¥, Instagram, and the search
engines ranking the sites.

Were there other similar issues
OpenAl faced in the past?

In May, the Al firm posted a report
revealing it had been working for over
three months o dismantle covert
imfluence operations that used its tools for
generating comments on social media,
multiple linguages, fake names
for social media accounts, and
translating or proofreading text.

A Russian outfit that OpenAl called
“Bad Grammar’, used Telegram o target
Ukraine, Moldova, the Baltic States and
the LS, Separately, another Russia-based
operation titled 'Doppelganger, an Lsraeli
operation that Openal nicknamed 'Zero
Zeno, a Chinese network called
*Spamoutls nd an Iranian group
called 'International Union of Virmal
Media' or IUVM, used ChatGPT to write
comments on social media platforms like
X and 9GAG, and to post articles and
news stories. The investigation found that
the content covered issues like Russia's
mvasion of Ukraine, the Gaza conflict,
Indian and Evropean ebections, and
criticism of the Chinese government by
hissiclents or foreign governments,

followed. ]n_'luly the Microsoft-backed
firm reveabed that early last year, a hacker
pained access wo OpenAl's internal

ging systems and stole information
related to its AL technologies, While the
hacker was found to be an individual, the
incident raised alarms that Chinese
adversaries could easily do the same,

What is OpenAl doing to safeguard its
tech?

While studying these cases, OpenAl found
that its Al boods refused o generate text or
images for some prompts due o the
sufeguards already built into them, The
firm also developed Al powered security
tools to detect threat actors within days
instead of weeks,

While not explicitly discussed by
OpenAl, the Al company has become
enmeshed with prominent figures from
LS, federal agencies or government
hodies. In June, OpenAl picked
cybersecurity expert retived LS,
Army General Paul kasone to be a
part of its Board of Directors, Mr.
Nakasone led the US. National Security
Agency and has served in assignments
with cyber units in the U.S,, Korea, Irag,
and Alghanistan, A couple of weeks ago,
the firm also announced it will be weaming
up with the U.S. Al Safety Institute, so that
its next big toundational model GPT'5 can
be previewed and tested by i,

o Y

THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers o
dailyqulzithehindu.ca.in

The 33rd edition of the prestigious Premier League for English football clubs

kicked off on August 17. Here is a quiz on the Premier League

Soorya Pr h. N manager amang the
20 elubs playing in the
b 2024-25 season?
QUESTION 1 %

Which aie the six QUESTION &

clubs to have played Wha amang the

in all 32 seasons? cunent players of the
2024-25 Leas o has
played in mare than
600 games in Premier
league history?

[

h

QUESTION 2
Wihich are the three
clubs to have been
pramated for the
2024-25 season? QUESTION &

h Wi has won the

QUESTION 3 Galden Baat awand
Wihich is the first the mast number af
nan-English club 1o times?
play in the Premier k
League? QUESTION T

Whea has scored the
QUESTION 4 mast number ol

hat-tricks in Premder
|eague history?

wihio Is the anly
nan-Eurc pean club
M
K

Wisual question:
Identify this legendary manager and his distinetion? REUTERS

Questions and Answers to the July
16 edition of the dally quiz: 1.
Madanna wen the Golden Globe far
this mavie which featured this song,
Ans: Evita; You must love me

2, The ariginal title of Madonna the
album. Ans: Lucky Star

3, The lyrics to this smash-hit
Madanna song s an ode to this
particular style of dance, Ans:
Vogulng

4, This album brought tagether two of
the biggest names in pop — Madanna
and . Ans: Into the
Zone; Britney Spears

5, This movie that was ieleased in July
featured a 1989 hit song by Madorne,
Ans: Deadpool and Welverine
Visual: The final eancert of this towr of
Madanna was held here, Anst The
Celebration Tour in Rio de Janeira
Early Birds: Nabedy got 8l the
comect answers,

-l =i

KNOW YOUR ENG

His bike was
the cynosure
of all eyes

Please dont talk to me about him.
He s a duffer who does not
understand the rules of the game

S.Upendran

What is the meaning and origin of the
word ‘duffer'? (T, Chandrika)y
This is a word | haven't heard in a while,
As a kid going to school in the 1960, it
wiis the fvourite word of some of my
teachers — when we couldn’t understand
a comeept they were trying o teach us or
when we failed w solve a math problem,
we were called “duffers’, It comes from
the Scottish ‘duffar’ meaning *dull” or
“stupid’. When the word was first used, it
referred o someone of very low morals; a
no-good cheat who sold counterfeit
poods. With the pussage of time, however,
the meaning “no good" shifted from the
seller to the naive buyer. The individual
wiis "no gond " because he did not have
the intelligence to differentiate between
real and fake goods, By the way, the first
syllable of ‘dutfer” rhymes with ‘stuff”,
‘tough’ and ‘rough’,

All the candiclates we interviewed this
marming were duffers.

The word has other meanings as well.
A duifer is someone who is not very good
at games - a son who plays golf
witheour amy skill is called a ‘dutfer’,

Mala was kird enough to play a round
with us although she knew we were duffers. +

How is the word ‘cynosure”
pronounced? (G, Nagamallika)

Thee waord consists of three I;}lllahluw TI'u:
‘e’ sounds like the 's' in sit’, 'sip” and 'sin’,
while the following "y souncds like the 'y
in my" and *by', The "o’ in the second
syllable sounds like the "’ in ‘china’,
while the final syllable is pronounced like
the word 'sure’. One way of pronouncing
the word is 'SY-ne-sure’ with the stress on
the Greek

the first syllable, It comes fi
“kynosoura’ meaning ‘dog and this
term was used to refer w Ursa Minor or
the North Star, Being a fixed star, sailors
remained focussed on it in fact, for
several centuries, tl‘l.uydl.fundnrlim itto
mavigate around the world. Nowadays, the
word ‘cynosure’ is mostly used (o mean
someone or something that is abvays the
centre of attention or atiraction, The

is s0 attractive that everyone’s eyes
+ it becomes the focal
pnmr without really trying,

When he walked our to bat, Tendulkar
was the cymosure of all eyes. The word can
also be used W mean *“something serving
for guidance or direction’.

The spotless lfe thar my wuncle led
remains the cynosure for many of us.

15 it okay to say ‘make much of
something'? (Faroog, Rajkot)
Wheen you ‘make much of something’,
yous are giving the object in question a lot
of importance. You firmly believe that
important, and therefore remain focussed
on it you give it a lot of atention.
Please don't make too much of the help
W gave o, [t was nothing,
upendrankyeigmail com

Word of the day

Encumber:
restrict [someane o semathing) so as i make
free mavement difficult

Synonym: restrain

Usage: These rules will ancumber the people
wie are planning to help.

Pronunciation: bitiyencumberpre

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fikambatiy, fenambali/

Foor feedback and suggestions lar
Text & Context, plmewull.e to
letters@thehindu.co.in
wwith the subijeet ‘Teat & Contet'

» T
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Healthy
way to pick
insurance

COVERNOTE

Choosing the right policy can
be an herculean task with
innumerable choices and
combinations making it quite a
task to sift through with a fine
comby;, regulator’s standardised
policy seeks to dear the maze

. Nitya Kalyani

You think taking care of health is a big
undertaking? Try taking care of your
health insurance. Or any insurance for
atter, But there are ways to
imple and smooth and yes,
you can do it yourself.

A friend recently sent me a
Whatsapp forward called ‘A long rant
on health insurance...” it included
problems in buying and maintaining
other forms of insurance also,

A retived journalist himself, this
forward was a compilation of a
discussion with his peers. CoverNote
readers would agree with most points,
including about writers' shortfalls.

Of the many good points, let us see
some in this instalment of CoverNote.

Getting spammed

How to choose a policy, given oo
many variables was a major problem.
Ome that, unfortunately, publications
“ylibly say, read brochures, compare.
Who has the time?” As for online
brokerages amd aggregators, their
experience is they ane poorly
intarmed and, what is more, only
forward numbers to companies and
yout get spammed. Insurance
company websites themselves don't
have easy-to-find comparative charts
of features either.

All these are true mostly and, if 1
may add, your own agent or broker/
arviser, does not add much valwe or
provide greater clarity.

Wi have tried to address these
issues in CoverNote at different points
in time and about all classes of
insurance, but this is advice worth
repeating and updating.

5o, we will do a new, improved
version of how to go about it

Focussing for now on the point
about too many variables, yes this is a
compound problem. The mutual fund
industry faced a similar chaos and the
regulator, about 3 year or two ago,
simplified things by announcing a set
of categories or variants of funds that
could be offered.

This streamlined the market
offerings and seems to have led to less
anxiety among lay investors.

I am pretty perplexed because of
this same challenge when 1 need to
buy a mobile phone or a car, Small
and sometimes puzzing features are
added or subtracted to make a new
variant. S0, correlating price, benefit,
and the value that a feature presents
o me as a user probably needs an
algorithm. So, we go out and buy what
our friends have bought.

The same approach can be
disastrous for insurance. However, the
insurance regulator, about three years
ago, created standardised policies in
each category like health, life, home
insurance, annuity policies and so on,
and mandated each insurer to affer it.

Optimum coverage

The policies are well-designed for
optimmim coverage. In fact, if you are
ina hurry for a cover, this would be a
good choice provided you take the
time between now and renewal to do
some more homework and renew
with a better option/ variant. This
factor will apply only to anmually
renewable policies, which means life
and annuity policies are not suitable
fior this quick approach.

W have, in CoverNote explained
each standardised policy in detail and
given a toolkit how to use it to arrive
at the best policy for yourself. This
exercise we will continue with new
policies and variants. These are as far
as buying policies are concerned.
About claims-related grievances await
further instalments of CoverNote,

(The writer is a business journalist
specialising in insurance & corporate
history)

Send queries on personal finance and
inwestivg ta the mensywiseFthehindaco.in
10, Dur experts in perssnal finance will
respone i select queries, but wil not gve
specilic recammendations. for investment
in a particular mutual lund, share or fixed
depasit
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Tips to improve chances of
personal loan approval

Some of the key factors lenders consider include applicants’ income, occupation profile and credit
score; there are some areas where applicants can work on to improve chances of loan approval

KEi

" A TAB

Gaurav Agparwal

anks and NBFCs
consider several
factors to eval-
uate the credit-
worthiness  of  personal
loan applicants. Some of
those key factors include
app]itants' income, ocou-
pation profile, credit score,
employer’s profile and ex-
isting debts. While appli-
cants can do very little to
improve income, job or
employer profiles to meet
the lender’s criteria, there
are some areas where they
can work on to improve
chances of loan approval.

Credit score
Lenders usually prefer ap-
plicants  having  credit
scores of 700 and above,
Individuals having such
credit scores maintain cre-
dit discipline and thus, car-
ry lower credit risk for len-
ders which allows lenders
to offer loans to at lower in-
terest rates. While some
lenders may approve loans
to applicants with lower
credit scores, such appli-
cants are usually charged
higher interest rates to cov-
er the higher credit risk.
Many lenders also offer
pre-approved loans to ex-
isting customers with good
credit profile. Such loans
usually have instant or
same-day disbursal. Thus,
having higher credit scores
can also raise chances of
getting pre-approved per-
somal loan offers from len-
ders with which you have
existing deposits/loans and
thereby, increase your f-
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Individuals should
always work towards
building/ improving
credit scores by
following practices like
repuying EMI or credit
card bills by due dates

nancial capability to deal
with financial emergen.
cies! other financial goals.

Individisals should al-
ways work towards build-
ing/improving credit
scores by following certain
healthy credit practices
like repaying EMI or credit
card bills by due dates and
by ensuring the timely re-
payment of the loans gua-
ranteed or co-signed by
them.

Fetching credit reports
at periodic intervals would
allow the individuals to
take corroctive steps for
improving credit score, 1t
would also allow them to
identify inaccurate infor-
mation or fraudulent cre-
dit activities in their name,
if any, in credit reports.
Such errors or fraudulent
activities should be report-
ed to the credit bureaus for
rectification. Rectified cre-
dit reports may raise credit
score and improve their
personal loan eligibility.

Keep EMIs limits

Banks and NBFCs usually
approve applicants whose
total monthly repayment
ohligations, including the

Fetching credit reponts
at periodie intervals
wiold allow the

Steps
o improwving credit
score for securing loans

er chances of personal
loan approval. Note the
lenders also factor in the
existing credit card out
standing  of applicants
while evaluating  repay-
ment capacity. Thus, indi-
viduals planning to avail
personal loans should use
online personal EMI caleu-
lators to check if monthly
repayment obligations Fall
within the aforementioned
limit. Those exceeding the
limit can opt for longer te-
nures or opt for a smaller
loan amount to reduce
muonthly EMIs.
Additionally, applicants
should also factor in un-
avoidable expenses like in-
surance premiums  and
tility bills for selecting op-
timum loan tenuref EMIs,
Avoid loan/credit card
applications with multiple
lers within a short span
Whenever a lender re-
ceives an application for
loan/ credit card, the len-
der fetches the applicant's
credit report(s) from the
credit bureau(s) to assess
creditworthiness,
Such a report is consi-
dered hard inquiry by the
credit bureaus, which then

ers within a short span are
considered as credit hun-
gry by the lenders, which
may further reduce chane-
es of loan approval.

Compare loan offers
The chances of securing
loans from different len-
ders can vary widely de-
pending on credit risk as-
sessment policies.
Similarly, the pricing of
Ioans too can vary.

Thus, applicants should
compare the personal loan
offers of as many lenders
as possible before making
the loan  application.
Check online marketplaces
to compare the best offers.

This would not only
save them from the hassle
af applying separately with
each lender but abso re
duce the risk of reduction
in credit scores due to mul-
tiple loan applications.

Frequent job changes
Applicants having unstable
careers are considered to
carry higher credit risk,
which in turn adversely im-
pact chances of loan ap-
proval or cost higher rates,

If you are planning to
apply for a loan, try to
avoid job switches,

Conclusion

Ome should always work
towards maintaining a
good credit score. Appli-
cants should also keep to-
tal EMIs within 60% of the
monthly income. And A
nally, loan  applicants
should check the personal
loan eligibility criteria of as

Choices can
confuse

THINKINVESTOR

To keep investment choices
simple, invest in a new fund
offer if it is benchmarked to
an index against which no
existing fund is available;
limit investments to one
fund per benchmark

Yenkatesh Bangaruswamy

Are you overwhelmed by the
abundant choice of equity funds
available in the market? In this article,
we discuss the rule you can follow to
choose from the existing universe of
funds and the suite of new fund offers,

Avoiding future regret

More the choice, more difficult it is o
choase a fund. Why? You want to
avoid future regret. This you could
Face a year from now if the fund you
choose today underperforms the
funds you considered but did not
imvest. Small wonder many do nat
imvest when the choices are
overwhelming. More choic
necessarily better than some.

The confusion is even more when
youl invest in a new fund offer. What is
the difference between a children's
gift fund and a multi-sector rotation
fund when both are benchmarked to
the Nifty 500 Index? Note, the
benchmark tells you the investable
universe of a fund. Both funds having
the same benchmark may buy similar
stocks, though based on different
parameters,

Oree wary to select a fund is to base
decision on the benchmark index
rather than the name of the product
or its investment objectives. Suppose
you already hold a fund benchmarked
to the Nifty 50 Index and you are
considering buying another fund. You
must consider a fund benchmarked to
a noneoverlapping index - a fund
benchmarked to, say, the Nifty Midcap
50 Index.

re not

Overlapping index

A fund benchmarked to the broadest
index would be the overlapping index
when added to any fund you already
hold. Why? Suppose you add an active
fund benchmarked to the Nifty 500
Index to your existing large-cap active
fund benchmarked to the Nifty 50
Index. Your portfolio will have a
significant bizs towards large-cap
stocks as the Nifty 500 Index is tilted
towards large caps.

Conclusion

To keep your investment choices
simple, invest in a new fund offer if
the: fund is benchmarked to an index
against which no existing fund is
available, Aleo, imit your investments
to one fund per benchmark. 1t is
preferable to hold funds with
non-overlapping benchmarks. Note,
the entire argument rests on the
premise that you want to imvest in
multiple funds, and you want to
self-manage your investments.
Alternatively, if you want to keep your
investments simple and easy to
self-manage, you could consider
investing in one passive fund (ETF or
index fund) benchmarked to the Nifty

EMI of proposed personal  reduce the credit scores of — many lenders as possible. 500 Index or the Nifty 50 index.
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fMRI may reveal depression ‘subtypes’
and treatments that could work

Leonardo Tozzi, of Stanford Medicine’s Center for Precision Mental Health and Wellness, likened the stud!
electrocardiogram data to evaluate a patient's heart condition: "'We'ne rving to turn psychiatry into thart’

Harthik Vinod

ntidepressants and therapy can
prowide much needed relief to
people with mental health
illnesses,

But there are many people whose
symptoms don't respond o treatment
and whose road to recovery often begins
after trial and error with different
medicines and‘or modes of therapy, And
in this time, their symptoms could get
worse, According to one estimate, people
with such treatment-resistant depression
make up 30% of seekers of mental
healthcare.

A recent study by an international team
of researchers, published in Nature
Medicine, offers a solution - and it

requires reimagining psychiatric
diagnoses,

“The way we think about depression in
the clinicis lh.d

hm .Lulhur. s.:url. Hl.rw.n. at Stantord
beefiore hee joined a neurodiagnostics firm
in the LS. last year,

The brain is the seat of our mind, and
people with depression manifest it in
their brains in different ways. These
manifestations appear as faulty brain
patterns that, the study's researchers
said, psychiatrists often don’t account for,

Dir. Tozzi et al. showed that these
patberns can be grouped into six unigue
subtypes of depression, The team also
found that at least three of these subtypes
could predict the antidepressants and/or
the modes of therapy that may work to
treat these people.

Brain biomarker

Dr. Tows joined Stanford Medicine's
Center for Precision Mental Health and
Wellness as a postdoctoral researcher in
2018, He likened the study's purpose to
cardinlogists using electrocardiogram
chata to evaluate a patient's heart
condition, "We're trying to turm
psychiatry into that"

Like the heart, the brain has electrical
activity, too. A functional magnetic
resonance imaging (IMRI) machine can
capiure this wity and the way it
changes over time through electric
signals.

In those with mental illness, the
underlyving brain circuits that connect
different regions don’t activate normally.
One region can have more inbense
electrical activity than it does in a healthy
person,

Different people have different
patterns, both normal and abnormal,
When some of them were shared between
people with a specific mental illness, the
researchers called it a subtype.

In this way, many studies have

BIG SHHOT

WMany stiidies have suibityped depression based o brain actiity bt the new study used & “theary-driven® approach to create subitypes that are also clinieally

relevant. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK FHOTD

subtyped depression based on brain
activity. But the new study used a
“theory-driven” approach to create
subtypes that are also dinically relevant.

Data crunching

In 2021, Dr. Tozs & co. began work on the
study, scouring 801 patient records from
clinical trials conducted in the last two
decades. All these individuals had been
diagnosed with depression and/or an
anxiety disorder but didn't undergn
treatment at the tdme. “Many had
comaorbid anxiety,” Dr. Tozs said.

The records had patients’ responses to
symptom questionnaires and behavioural
performance results, phus IMRI data - lots
of it. Scanning each brain volume imolves
tracking changes in 100,000 data inputs.
across 20 minutes, the typical scan period
i the trials,

“We had to do some sort of
compression and reduce the data o a
meaningful, smaller set of variables,” Dr.
o said.

They narrowed their analysis down to
six brain eircuits that previous studies had

disorders. But these circwits didn't ight
up all the time or in unisen in the MRI
data.

Instead, an individual's attention,
salience, and “default mode” ciroui
were activated when the person was
sitting idly, preoceupied with their
thowghts. Elucidating the other three
circuits - of cognitive, positive, and
negative affects - required a series of
tasks,

During the clinical trials, the
individuals had been scanned with an

ee

There are many whose sympioms
domt respond o treatment and
whose recovery begins after trial and
error with different medicines or
mdes of therapy. And in this dme,
thedr symptoms could get worse

MR machine when they were task-free
and again when they were reacting to
smiling or sad faces or obeying
commands that flashed on a computer
SCTEEn,

Dr. Tozsd recalled a “eureka” moment
when the team realised the best way to go
about spotting Fawlty brain activity in
people using a machine-learning
algorithm. "Everything else kind of fell
into place after that," he said as the
algorithm revealed the six subtypes,

Cutting across depression

The team was subsequently able to prove
the subtypes were real, not artefacts in
the data, by validating them with people’s
reported symptoms and thedr
performance on behavioural tests,

The tewm also analysed treatment
response data of 250 participants from
the clinical eriuls. These individuals had
been randomly assigned some common
antidepressants — sertraline, venlafaxine
MR, and escitalopram — and therapy. The
team members found that people bearing
three of the six depressive subtypes could
avail of trestment and expect their
symptoms to improve.

COmee subtypse the study discovered
fearures a hyperactive cognitive circuit.
The researchers determined that people
with this subtype reported a lot of
anxiety, a lack of interest in engaging with
the owside world, and general feelings of
being threatened. Their analysis
sugpested they could respond better to
venlafaxine NR.

Individuals with the two other
subtypes could fare well against therapy,
per the anal although one of them
that featured a hyperactive attention
circuit had a "worse response to
behavioural treatment,” the paper stated.

The researchers couldn’t associate
people with the other three subtypes
trearment options that could help them.
However, for one of these subtypes, the
researchers couldnt find much associated
faulty brain activity, and there wasn't
enough data o relinhly gauge the
treatment responses for the other two.

D, Tozad § the next step would be o
tind miore treatments that could address
symptoms of depression across all
subtypes, In fact, he said Stanford has
been running a clinical trial for a year
now - after the team's study concluded -
to test the subtypes' ability w help predict
PEAITENE rEspOnse.

"People get scanned, their [subtype|
gets determined, and then they get a
medication that is dcw,ncd to t.u'p,ct that

the new trial's vision,

(Karthik Vinod is a freelance science
Jeernalist and co-founder of Ed Publica. He
has Masters' degrees in astrophysics and
science, technology and society.
ErrvintSgmail.oom)
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Depression manifests n
different ways. It appears as
faulty brain pattems. Thess
pattems can be grouped into
sl wnique subtypes. At least
three of these subtypes could
predict the antidepressants o
rodes of therapy that may
wark

-

An [MRI can capture the
brain's electrical activity and
the way It changes over time.
I these with mental illness,
brain eireuits don't activate
nommally. When some brain
pattems were shared between
peaple with a specific mental
iliness, researchers called it a
subtype

The team proved the
subtypes were real, nat
artefacts in data, by
walidating them with people's
symptoms and performance
an behavioural tests,
Researchers. found that
peaple bearing thee of the
slx depressive subiypes could
et Lreatment and expect
symptenms o Improved

Blue moon: a baleful sequela?

Vasudevan Mukunth

The blue moon is a common
example of an invented tradition
— something someaone has
claimed is an old, time-honoured
practice but which was in fact
invented more recently. A second
full moon in a single manth is
usually called a blue moon, But
there are other ways in which the
moon can be blue, such as
literally.

For example, on April 5, 1815,
Mt. Tambora in comtemporary
Indonesia produced the most
powerful volcanic eruption in
recorded history. The previous
year, the Mayon volcano had
erupted powerully in the
Philippines,

The effects of these volcanoes,
combined with other climatic
factors, lowered the temperature
of the earth by 0.4-0.7"Cin 1E16,
producing what has since been
called the “year without summer”,
The dust and other small particles
lingering in the air could have
caused the moon to look blue, as
indicated by a description in the
poem Alastor, written by Percy
Bysshe Shelley that fateful vear.

After the Krakatoa caldera
exploded in 1883, the Royal
Society in London recorded that

A e oo rises above the Apallo Temple af
ancient Coninth, Greece, on August 0, 2023, 4FF

parts of the warld,

The use of 'blue moon® as a metaphor
for a long period of time emerged in the
early 18205, and its use to describe the
second full moon of a menth came
about in a farmers' almanac published in
the LS. in 1937, August 2023 had such a
blue moon.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Sclence’, please write to

Fipticles and waves crash against the South Share as winds from Hurricane Emesto approach Chisrch Bay, Bermuda, on August 16, The storm knocked out power, downed trees,
and floaded parts of Bermuda — an archipelags with a populaticn of around 63,000 — on Saturday, but the British island territory's populstian sppeared te ave escaped major
injuries or property darmage, officials sald after an initlal assessment. REUTERS
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the moon appeared blue, and the
Sun a shade of green, in many
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Caught in a cleft

Companies are either not able to push volumes due to low
demand, or aren't raising prices to retain market share

MDIAINC'S PERFORMANCE inthe June 2024 quarter has been dis-

appointing to say the least. Among the larger companies, misses far

outnumbered the positive surprises. While the subdued numbers

have been attributed partly toa harsh summerand the general elec-
tions, it is evident that consumption demand remains weak and that the
rural recovery hasn't been as strong as was anticipated. Thisis reflected in
the muted growth (just 5-8% year-on-year) in revenues over the past sev-
eral quarters. Companies have either not been able to push volumes
because demand has been tepid or they have been unable to raise prices
for fear of losing market share. This has been particularly true for the con-
sumer goods space where even leading players have been unable to grow
volumes meaningfully.

With the raw materials bill falling only slightly during the quarter
— only 43 basis points (bps) compared with a much steeper drop in ear-
lier quarters — operating profit margins (OPM) have been under pres-
sure across businesses. At [SW Steel, for instance, the OPM contracted
by a steep 350 bps d g down the earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation, and amortisation (EBITDA) by 22%. Again, at Asian
Paints the margins contracted by as much as 422 bps y-o-y driving
down the EBITDAby more than 20%. Companies have been trying to
rein in costs — the wage bill in Q1FY25, for example, went up by a rel-
atively slower rate than in Q3 and Q2 FY24.

In fact, the interest bill too hasn't risen much. Despite this, the aggre-
gate net profits for a sample of 2,347 companies (excluding oil market-
ing companies, banks,and financials) grewat 15%y-o-y, the slowest inat
least four quarters, As analysts at Motilal Oswal have said, the 4% y-o-y
growth in net profits for the Nifty 50 firms is the slowest since the June
2020 quarter when the pandemic had set in. To be sure India’s macro-
economic story ins strong and th dual pick-up in private sector
investment is expected to boost employment. However, consumption
demand has been weak for nearly two years now for several reasons

: Opinion

HDIA'S 78TH INDEPENDENCE

DAY is an occasion to look back

on our major achievements as

well as our failures to learn, so

thatwe can mowe faster to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi"s cherished
dream of Viksit Bharat@2047. The
year is still quite far away, but to
achieve this ambitious goal, we must
clearly define our milestones every
three to five years till 204 7. This will
help us to measure our progress on a
given time scale, and, if need be, do
some mid-course correction in our
policies and strategies. But Indiais not
alone on this planet. When we become
Viksit by 2047, where would the other
major countries be, especially our
neighbour China?

Two fundamental duties of the
stateare to secure its borders, and have
peace and prosperity for its people. I
am not an expert on border secun’t{’.
but suffice to say India has managed it
reasonably well so far despite having
small wars with Pakistan and China.
But its challenge on the borders is
increasingly worrying with the rapid
rise of China, both economically and
militarily. Mot just that, but almost all
our adjoining neighbours are getting
clozer to China and away from India.
Wensedah policyand diplomacy.

including highjobl linflation. Demand for cars,which hast
buoyant, is slowing and this could happen for homes too. Moreover, the
slowdown in exports remains a big concern since it is a sector that
employs large numbers. Importantly, newer players and technologies are
disrupting the business models of legacy players and have driven upcom-
petition across sectors. As such revenues are now distributed across a
Iarger numheruf plavyers consumer- oriented sectors.

that sof vices firms have a more positive out-
|.ouk on dlsuetlunary spends by clients and a few have upped lhElrguul-
ance, Analysts are not sureif there isa significant broad-based pick-upin
spends because clients continue to focus on cost-saving initiatives, but
theyexpect spends to statt normalising eatly next year. While banks have
fared reasonably well, and asset quality has shown few worrisome signs,
banks have been hiking loan rates to protect their margins as the cost of
borrowings goes up. The concern is that at such high interest rates,
demand for credit might be impacted. With numbers not living up to
expectations, earnings have been downgraded foralatge numberof com-
panies, While the festive season should boost demand, it's not clear how
India Inc.will fare in the rest of the year.

Oil's Al hedge works, just
don't mention a recession

EARLIER THIS YEAR, around the time Mvidia Corps market cap eclipsed that
of the entire &P 500 energy sector, | wrote about whether oil and gas stocks
might offer a decent hedge when Al-fever breaks. The past several weeks have
offered a test.

The good news for energy bulls is that the sector has acquitted itself well
since early July, when Nvidia's Magnificent Seven cohort, and the wider tech-
nology sector, peaked. The less good news is that things got complicated dur-
ing the panic around the health of the labour market that kicked off in August.

Big Tech had gained 36% from the start of the yearto July 10, with the Mag-
nificent Seven notching 41%. Since then, tech has slumped by as much as 16%,
while energy stocks held their own, outperforming the broader index.

It gets a bit murkier after that. Tech fell further on August 1, a Thursday, with
«chip makers such as Nvidia leading the way. But energy stocks, and crude oil also
slumped after factory gauges in both the US and China wobbled. It was a portent
of what was tocome when those U5 jobs numbers heard round the market dropped
that Friday,sparking: f recession. 8] beat tech through the first
eight days of trading this month, but also sank and lagged the S&F 500.

Once the narrative shifted from Al-is-overhyped to it's-the-economy-stu-
pid, cyclical oil stocks buckled. The re-emergence of US recession risk comes
at a particularly delicate time for the energy sector. First, China's ecunomr is
struggling. Having jumped by 1.4 millian barrels a
dayin 2023, Chinese oil demand is projected by the
International Energy Agency to rise by just 300,000
barrels a dayin 2024 and not by much mare in 2025.
Even OPEC finally trimmed its peculiarly high fore-
cast for global demand this week.

Speaking of oil cartels, the second problem con-
cerns OPEC+. Its supply cuts support oil prices, but
they also create an overhang of spare capacity: 5.5
million barrels a day in July according to IEA esti-
mates, equivalent to 5.3% of global demand or, put
another way, the entire current output of lran and
Libya, plus Venezuela.

Inastrong oil market, that sort of overhang caps ral-
lies. But in aweakening one, it leaves OPEC+ looking rather like a central bank with
interestratesalreadyat zero. If recession hits, you don’t have another leverto pull
As it is, oil prices aren't high enough to cover Saudi Arabia's fiscal deficits. If big
economies slip into recession late this year or next, cutting OFEC+ supply even
further could mean a combination of less market share and lower prices, meaning
less cash flowing into petrostate treasurbes. At least some mambers probably
wouldn't stick to targets in that scenario, weighing on prices further.

“Ifyou like tech, it"s hard to like energy. If you're fearful of the economy, it's
also hard tolike energy,”is how Dan Pickering, chief investment officer at Hous-
ton-based Pickering Energy Partners LF, sums up the vibe shift in August.

Overall, though, energy stocks have performed well as a hedge over the past
month orso.And while the risk of a US recession is up, it isn't the base case. Nor
is it the only risk out there, given expectations of an imminent Iranian attack
against lsrael, potentially sparking a wider conflict and oil-price spike, espe-
cially given how short speculative positioning in futures has gotten.

Big il has cleaned house over the past five years, eschewing growth forcap-
ital discipline and consclidating. As it stands, t'ho'th tech has picked back up
and the 5&P 500 is less than 3% away from its all-time peak. Even after selling
off, Nvidia's market cap is now 79% bigger than the entire energy sector. Energy
has shown it can act as a hedge against tech unless economic weakness takes
center stage. The market considers chips to be the currency of the future. It's a
sustained adjustment in that attitude, glimpsed last month, that energy stocks
could really use.

DENNING

#loamberg

However, domestic peace and pros-
perity comes primarily from freedom
from hunger and poverty. When India
achieved independence in 1947, more
than 75% of her population was
immersed in extreme poverty. Wealso
have the memaries of British India
when in 1943, there was the Bengal
famine, inwhich 1.5-3 million people
are estimated to have died of starva-
tion. The biggest debacle on the food
security front, however, took place in
our neighbouring country, China,
where an estimated 30 million people
died of starvation during the Great

A
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@® FAILING MULTILATERISM

Union external affairs minister S Jaishankar

It is an undeniable fact that even as the
global order faced critical challenges,
solutions did not emerge from the multilateral

® FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
INDIA NEEDS TO MOVE FROM FOOD SECURITY TO NUTRITIONAL SECURITY

Freedom from hunger, poverty

ASHOK GULATI

Distinguished professor, ICAIER

Leap Forward from 1958 to 1961._Both.
nations had exploding population in
19&0s, and had a major challenge in
feeding their people. Both were saved
by the introduction of new technolo-
gies in agriculture, which ushered in
the Green Revolution in India in the
late 1960s,and almost a similar break-
through in China.

China learnt its lessons much ear-
lier than India and ushered in eco-

fincome support on per acre basis and
also through market price support.
This support (producer support esti-
mate [PSE]) is even higher than the
average farmer in OECD countries. In
contrast, India's PSE is negative, mean-
ing that it actually taxes its farmers
through restrictive trade and market-
iing policies, even when it gives input
subsidies as in case of fertilisers
OF power.

nomic reforms in 1978, ‘We must also remem-
starting with agriculture. i ber that China imposed
It dlm;gam]edgz-tlle com- India is also a n?t the one-child norm from
munesystem and moved “Jmﬂarofasﬂ' 1981 to 2016, which

on to a p

Its exp contributed to a faster

regc]l)?_nslglllt:y !_ysten} in the last three Irlge in t‘t:"el:'per ciapita
most of its crops from  Years hover around ZZEREC AL TCS
government controls.As $51 billion and ment. Although India
a result, China's peas- imports are around  cannot and should not
antry doubled its real $34 billion go that way, investing in

incomes in just six years,
increasing by more than
14% perannum during 1978-1984.
These rising real incomes in rural areas
provided the demand hase for manu-
factured products being produced by
their town and village enterprises.
Today, China is the hub of global man-
ufacturing, and its per capita income
isalmost five times that of India in dol-
larterms.Andits agriculture produces
almost double the value that India
does from a lesser cultivated area.
China has not only opened land lease
markets for 30 years, but also supports
its farmers immensely, primarily as

s the girl child's education

is critical to contain pop-
wlation growth, especially at lower Lev-
els of income.

India's agri-growth has been mod-
erate in relative terms. In the 20 vears
from 2004-05 to 2023-24, covering
both the Manmohan Singh and Naren-
dra Modi governments, agri-GDP has
increased by 3.6% onan average. This
iis reasonably good to feed the nation,
where population growth has been
coming down over the years and hov-
ers below 1% per annum today. India
iis alse a net exporter of agri-produce.
Its exportsin the last three years hover

domain... .The reason is both '(he obsolascance and

arpund 551 billion and imports are
around §34 billion. While exports are
well diversified from rice to marine
products to spices to buffalo meat, et
its imports are highly concentrated in
edible oils and pulses.

In case of pulses, while the govern-
ment keeps I\alflng on self-suffi-
ciency, the reality is that with business
as usual, it is not going to happen. In
fact, if policies do not change for the
better in case of pulses, | am afraid our
imports may go up to 8-10 million
tonnes by 2030, as demand is likely to
touch 40 million tonnes and produc-
tion is hovering between 22 and 25
million tonnes since the last seven-
eight years. Pulses are less water- and
fertiliser-consuming. If we reward
them with the subsidies that we pay to
grow rice in terms of power and fer-
tiliser subsidies, we can have not only
self-sufficiency in pulses but also
much healthier diets and better soil,
water, and environment (greenhouse
gas emissions). In case of the Punjab-
Haryana balt, our research at ICRIER
suggests providing ¥ 35,000 /hectare
to farmers shifting from paddy to
pulses forat least five years. It requires
bold policymaking, but it is doable,
provided the Centre and states join
hands to do it.

Agri-R&D, Irrlgatwn Dpenlngu'p
land-1 alue
chains of penshah]es on the lines of
the AMUL model are some of the other
palicy issues that need to be l‘Jmt in
place.Only then India can provi
security on a sustainable basis inthe
face of climate change. Nutritional
security still remains a major chal-
lenge. Roughly 35%: of our children
belowthe ageof 5 are stunted. We need
te move from foed security to nutri-
tional security.

Views are personal

A new frontier for disputes under GST

MUKESH BUTANI
HARSH SHUKLA

Respectively managing D:mv:rdm:nagng
associate, BMR Legal

Without definitive direction, taxpayers, especially MNCs,
will face uncertainty in ensuring compliance and
determining GST liabilities on related-party transactions

EMBOLDEMED WITH "OMNE Nation,
One Tax", establishing the goods and
services tax (GST) regime marks a cli-
matic transformation in India's taxa-
tion landscape, earmarking the most
significant indirect tax reform in his-
tory. Having a revitalised impact on the
Indian economy and an accelerated
fiscal consolidation, the introduction
of G5Thas fostered a more unified and
robust economic environment. Since
itsinception, GSThas triggered a wave
of litigation; yet the government has
adeptly navigated these proactively
through extensive democratic deliber-
ations with the GST Council. Indeed,
collaborative efforts have facilitated
resolving some of the trickiest issues,
often through administrative circulars
and legislative amendments. While
otherlitigious issues in GSThave been
addressed with relative efficacy,
related-party transactions (RPTs) have
been an area that continue to remain
unsettled for years on end.

RPT under the GST law has a wide
coverage since it is considered as
deemed supply, even if no considera-
tion is attached to it. Thereby, any
transaction with a related party is
within the scanner of the GST law. To
aggravate the situation, the definition
of related party is widely worded to
cover relationships which are based on
control, employment status, control by
third person,and family relations. This
again gives another wide coverage to
the scope of RPT.

Interestingly, the erstwhile service
tax law did not recognise RPT for the
purpose of levying service tax. Thus,
ta:(gﬂ.ers newer faced service tax levy

Itisalsowidely knownthat the
erstwhile service tax law formed the
basis of the GST law, which has bor-
rowed most of the concepts from it.
The absence of provisions on RPTs
under the erstwhile service tax law
could be one of the key reasons for the
far from ideal RPT provisions under
the GST law. This situa-
tion exacerbates further,

. ———
The lack of clear RPT

tions, as it results in any transaction
potentially being classified as an RFT
with GSTimplications on it. Complex-

dra"brand name byvarious group com-
panies despite there being no agree-
ment or cont 'd.elanun forthe plactl.ca

ities in this context arise, fally on
the valuation front, since some trans-
actions may not go through the rigours
of open market value.

Amidst the tax authorities deeming
every transaction between related par-
ties as "supply”, the apprehension
within the industry has become quite
palpable. The industry was notably
taken aback by the impo-
sition of GET on corpo-

bu!mess conglomerates. This de'vel.op
ment comes against the backdrop of
the pre-show cause notice issued to
Information technology giant Infosys
on transactions with its overseas
offices. These demand notices have
opened a Pandora's box and have seri-
ous i K multina-
tionals may face scrutiny and potential
GST demand in the coming days. The

b famy £y in the cur-
rent GST fi k in determining

since service is intangi- Po rate gL offered
blein natureandisdi;ﬁ- provisions under the  without consideration.

culttoenvisageatrans-  GSTlaw haswide  After an era of uncer-
actlc_ln between related ramifications, as it taln_r.y, this has finally
parties in the absence of Its i attained certainty after
any concrete documen- TREINES in any the Central Board of
tation. transaction Indirect Taxes and Cus-

However, comparing
with transfer pricing

potentially being
classified as an RPT

toms clarified that the
valuation will be 1% of

open market value would result in dis-
putes, which is not desirable.

Given the widened ambit of the GST
framework and its encompassing defi-
nition of supply, many transactions have
the potential to fall within its scope.
Without definitive direction, taxpayers,

(TP} p i under

the income tax law, RFT
iswell-defined with a complete valua-
tion framework. It is also supple-
mented with a range of domestic and
international jurisprudence as well as
rich soft law. This augurs well for tax-
payers, as the availability of a settled

MNCg wll] continue to face
u " and

the gu. d amount
orthe d fees.
However, unlike tangible corporate
valuing ion

invn]'ving intangible assets like trade-
marks, patents, and copyrights
‘between related parties is an even more
comp]e): challenge. Tax authorities

principle leads to effective
tation and certainty. Thus, identifying
service-related transactions within the
domain of TP provisions iz simple,
given its framework.

The lack of clear RPT provisions
under the GET law has wide ramifica-

THE EDI

Global economic
headwinds

The global economy is encountering
considerable challenges, with China
and the Eurczone signalling potential
downtumns. In China, economic
stability is under strain due to record
levels of foreign investor outflows and
weak consumer spending, even inthe
face of interest rate cuts. Similarly, the
Eurozone is grappling with declining
consumer spending, sheggish privata-
sector grawth, and waning

confidence in Germany, its largest
economy. These izsues have broad
implications for global trade and
economic stability, particularky
affecting South Asia and India. For
India, these global economic shifts
could lead to trade disrueptions,
reduced fareign investment, and
declining commaodity prices, which
may affect export revenues, foreign
capital inflows, and the eamings of
commadity exporters. To counter
these challenges, India can focus on
diversifying export markets, boosting

transactions concern-
ing the use of logos or brand names
owned by a holding company but used
by subsidiaries without payment. A
case in point is the recent news about
Mahindra & Mahindra being served a
GST notice for the use of the "Mahin-

domestic consumption,
implementing structural reforms to
enhance productivity and resiflience,
and strengthening regional trade
partnerships within South Asia.
—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh
Systemic cracks

Apropos of "Horror at the workplace”
(FE, August 17), the brutality of RG Kar
Haospital rape and murder have
remimded us all about 2012 Nirbhaya
case. This case also highlights one
critical point that on-call resident

ancmate]ydetelmlmng GST liabilities
omn RPT. Clear guidelines to determine
the open market value of services,
including rules for benchmarking the
transactions between related parties, are
regardlessthe need of the hour. Address-
ing theseambiguities will naturally fos-
tera predictable tax environment forthe
country, leading to a holistic good and
simple tax regime.

With assistance from Lopawmudra
Mahapatra, associate, BMR Legal

doctors don't even have a rest room
in most of the hospitals. The medical
system treats them as the lowest class
of citizens. The lack of a restroom was.
the reason she went to the seminar
hall to take a quick rest where there
woere no CCTVs. They deserve better
facilities at all the hospitals across the
country. And apart from that, a lenient
legal system is to be blamed , which is
oo slow.

~—Bal Govind, Noida
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Probe Sidda wife acres,
pleas against others too

arnataka governor Thawar Chand Gehlot's decision on Saturday to

accord sanction to prosecite chief minister Siddaramaiah for alleged

irvegularities in the allotment of land parcels to his wife by the M:

Urhan Development Authority (Muda) in Mysaru city when he was the
leader of the Opposition in the state Assembly in 2021 is sure to kick up a politi-
ealgml'm

f;n‘:n\vemm s action, according to him, is as per the provisions of Section 17

revention of Corruption Act, 1968, and under Saction 218 of the Bharati ¥a.
Nagnrl.‘k Suraksha Samhita, 2023, Whl.let.he gnvemm' is “prima facie satisfied”
that there i= sufficient material to order tral, chjective and non-partisan
investigation" into the sﬂmmm. ﬂve Gahlu!t calied the sanction unconstitu-
tional and illegal. Mr Siddaramaiah has rejected the calls for his resignation and
said he will face it legally.

The governor's sction comes on a petmun I:Qraml\ds(!whnaﬂ that Muda.
assigned 14 alternative sites in the upscale Vijayanagar area of 1o the
incumbent chief minister's wife in Heo of the 3.16 acres the government s@e§§r
soquired from her in 2004, The allegation is that those plots were
cially valued at over 28.33 crores in 2023 while the sequired land was worth only

235 crores. Given the real land value, the loss

Mr Gehlot has iy the government would have been around

been sitting on {45

the application of chief minister's rebuttal is that Muda had

P oataka icqsdredﬂn]haui iegallyand s urmwill?ueﬂ)e

nd parcels bacl \!mmem ves her 263

Lokﬂwldaludtlr:g crares which he says is the real value e

permission He allepes i pollm:al couspdrsw behmd the

to H.D. spisode. ic thath had ssed

K w for hu.n a show eause notice on the day he was g'Juen

¥ the laint. Moreover, while sanctioning his

secution at I'||;'m:n'|n , Mr Gehlot has been

committed during }:thing on the spp]icat s of the Karnataka

his tenure as CM Lokayukta seeking permission to prosecute I'.Inlon
minister for Ma\.;' industries and stesl H.

Kumarsswanmy for u'lﬁlaune! cominitted during his tenure &s CM and m

move agamst mnnel ministers Shashikala Jolle, Murugesh Nirani and
Janardha for close to a year. While the governor has refused to
actmthe csse! af!uch people, when it came to Mr Sid iah. the sanction

was granted even before a !Ilmjmr; investigation was conducted. Accovdi

to tha CML, Mr Gehlot is acting “&s a representative of the Undon povernment
the whole process is part of the attem &me BJP]Ed Union government o
destabilise the state government by usBE' governar”

There are no two ways abaut it that a proper m\\emgaum 1 1o be con-
ducted into the allegations of irregularities involving the Karnal c'hlel’ min-
ister's wife which is said to have caused a loss to the state exchequer. The gv—
ermar i justified in his contention that “a neutral, objective and non-part
investigation" is needed into the affair. But while the \ermrma; e legally
right in his decision to sanction the prosecution of the ‘minister, which isa.
rare instance in Indian political history. he will have ma.nswel que!tlm! on his
selecuue anxiety over cormuption by people in powerful pesitions. His decisions.

mﬂue![! by the anti-corruption h%}ﬁw the prosecution of BJP leaders.
offer a clue as to the rationale behind his present action.

Tahawwur must face Indian courts

e wheels of justice may turn slcl\.\rh.{:l but thg{ do churn on. India has
every right to feel rightfulness will be served as a Californis appeals
ecurt in the US ruled that Tahawwur Hussain Rana, a conspirator in
the worst terrorism attack India suffered in its mudem hia‘tnr) inthe 26/11
assault on Mumbai in 2008, can be extradited to |
More than ad.ead.eand half may has pe!sed sanea boatload of Pakistan
terrorists laid their si of Mumbai and in the process took 166 lives
indiscriminately and left scars on the nation's psyche that may never
heal. It was on th.e day that Ajmal Kasab, one of the ured terrorists,
was executed that the nation may have had a sense of closure on this
heinous plot by a perfidious Pakistan.
Rana may have heen peripherally associated with the main 26/11 con-
Splrarur and American terrorist David Coleman Headley (born Daood
yed Gilani) but he did facilitate his visa and visit to India on a recon-
. had not the former
that the people of India deserved the 26/11

With the passage of time, people may have wearied of the legal hunt for
these criminals with a terrorist mindset, but India, still smarting from
such a breach of the peace of Mumhbai, had persisted in providing suffi-
clent competent evidence to support Rana's extradition, a first favourable
ruling on which came in May 2023,

It was for his role in the cun;p]rscy to attack India that the Chicago res-
ident Rana was first apprehended in the US, but later scquitted of Mumbai
attack charges since he may have only facilitated Coleman Headley's visa
to India. It was for his involvement in a Lashkar-e-Taiba plot to bomb a
Danish news r(]lnl he was convicted in the US in 2013 for li;ears

Wanted La far wa war, murder, terrorism and fory %er} it |s
only right tl t he faces Lr re too. This Iegal fight may take
the process could drag on in appeals, but there is no delwlug that Ind

raevered to bring to justu:e those who plotted. Many conspirators and
andlers in Pakistan mai v the t ing state, but
India's search for a full closure on the 2611 events is whully j\u(iﬂed_

THE ASIAN AGE | MONDAY | 19 AUGUST 2024 | NEW DELHI

THE ASIAN AGE
Eavsiin Mortin K. Summaan
poe e Pt
PR ——
Plow Uelll: Jareatarial Woarh Corire Lp Now Dbl 1 I00. Phone:
[LRE- IR
and Printrd on bebolf af and far

Biieczan o
Cllbd 130 80 2 EFL. rkech L
¥ Laaer: (uickmanh Lal, bik Hsar,
IR Boggarrattan 3 serbes: TG4

- rath Coats, 219 Doen
Secior L8], S oies 251311
ck 2. Eltzaboth Horaue, 33 Yark Wosd, Londas, SEI THIZ

padbyay Marg, New

d how
a stable nation can be torn

Kishwar Desai

fter a summer of the worst riots ever,
it was a time to introspect and think
about who lights these sudden fires.
uickly the social fabric of
down. & were

Bangladesh’s Yunus can
‘re-earn’ his Peace Prize

emocratic insti-
tutions  ensure
that a nation
state renews its
legitimacy with-
in civil society. When those
who take control of the
State subwvert and delegit-
imise the institutions of
demacracy, this renewal
censes to happen.
and transparent elections
to the legislature, that
resents eivil socbety, enable
the State to renew legitima-
oy through a popular man-
d;be When llm fails, cens-
es ar is subverted, then a
revolution is the only
means by which eivil soci-
ety Tegains contral of the
State.

This is precissly what is
happening in Bangladesh.
The government ot Sheikh
Hasina lost its legitimacy

because of the manner in
which it chose to govern

and sought to renew its
mandate. A democratically
elected povernment had
subverted the institutions
of democratic governance

What could have happened
without & Yunus arcund is
what we saw in Sri L.mlr.n
im 2022, A popular wpris
forced P:esld.em t"maba:ra
Rajapaksa and Prime M
nister Mahinda Rs,la&eksa
to eventually step down.
However, the Sri Lankan
Parliament remained in
place and soon a ew glw-
ErTIETE WS

of RanIJ

the leadershij
Wickremesi

entrenched pn]]l}ca.] e]]te
ensured regime continuity
b]\:ﬂmen];- replacing indi-

In Bsng]ad.esh the youth
wanted more. They sought

real regime ,
As events lded in
Dha]m, ANy ans]ém hiad
forecast miliar

"X military tabeover. 1
mil r. In
the wenmng!adﬁl\
nessed & civil someqn
takeover. In a mmmtab]e
rum of events 4

s.ndhl@ qua]]-

citizens

te form a guvemmenl

to the point that under the of Mr
itself was under threat. The  Yunus. His  individual
State in desh could — social and global standing,
have sustained itsslf asa Nobel Peace Prize-win-
through I.m:ree!milgr ning social activist who
i if populist, has empowered millions of
governance. Thatstory has  the poor, has for the
played itself out in many moment restored a sem-
countries  around  the  blance of stability

warld.

In the end, so b
had Sheikh }hsnmas]gq‘m.x
cratl.ca]l elected regime
tan upsurge of
‘om.h ensured its exit.

'hat is interesting al

sh is that this
body of youth, that had
spantansusly COme
r and battled for
change, was able to find a
leader whe had indepen-

demtly secured the
s work T gogular

wi i
ity and social standimg of
Muhammad Yunus had
nothing to do with the
movement of the youth.
The two came together the
dayI’l'ImeMlmsterShmkh

Hasina exile.

desh s [mtumte
to have had Mr Yunus.

artworl

Regime change can be

Hence, and ‘understand-
ahly, there have been

rehensible and regretial
events rangl.ng E’mrm
attacks  on  religious

minorities to the physical
hammering of the statue
Bangaba Shaikh
Mujibur Rehman, These
are tragic events. They
have tarnished what was
essentially a youth revalt
against repression  and
imjustice. They will cast a
dark shadow on what was
essentially a movement lnr
freedom 1f-

By setting an
example of good
governance in
South Asia, by
reconnecting civil
soclety across the
sub-continent, and
by revitalising
Saarc, Mr Yunus
can stabilise the
neighbourhood...

mmplmr of RL.

It nems.ms to ba seen in
which direction Bangla-

Slxbe n disarray? Will big
power rivalry impact the
guraﬁm&e of events?
n interim gwem
ment put Bangladesh ba
o the course it was se(
barely a decade aLFu s a
bright spot in South Asia?
Sri Lanka's precedent
suggests that while politi-
cal  stability can be
regtored, a corrupt elite
wha ran the country down
may yet return to onee
«again deminate the instit-
tl.on!afmesme Restaring
democracy after an authar-
itarian regime has been
dislodged requires enor-

Sardar ‘ﬁﬂabl\hlmsé’}zﬁ}
in ita ear an
.Mrma Yem MNelson
Bangladesh is
ﬁnlmal.e o have Mr
d seelu

within that country to fur-
ther stoke divisions within
ours. In the lan 3
Inﬂ]a has the o igation
unity to
empawer ura] ami serL-
lar demacracies all
South Asia. If India chons
es to secure short-term
gains by exploiting the
divisions  within  the
region, it will pull the
entire region down.

charge was to seek the
revival Saare — the
o Reglonal Cooperation
or i,
There was a time in the
early 2000 when 1 too
joined the ranks of Saarc
sceptics. However, over the
years | have realised that
aur sub-continent requires
an institution that facili-
tates regiomal cooperation
and trust building. Over
the past decade Mew Delhi
has turned it= back on
Saarc and has tried hard to
breathe life into Bimstee —
the Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic
Cooperation. While
imstec has been viewed
as a bridge to Asean
{Association of Southeast
Asian Natbons), it has not
been able to enthuse its
membership in the marmer
theat Saare once did.
Saarcwas in fact original-
1y a Bangladeshi initiative
lskm in the early 1980s. It
was formally established
after & summit of South
Asian heads of state and

remew its demace:

Whatever llle future
holds for Bangladesh, the
representatives of civil
society who are now fune-
tiomaries. of the State can
play & historie robe hg
talising the social an pnl.ll-
peal  foundations  of
Banj that attracted
global attention not long
mﬂh}e}m Manidela, like

tma Gandhi,
eschewed power and facili-
tated the transfer of power.
Muhammad Yunus oo
eould play such & facilitat-
g , ensuring that a
modern, secular and for-
nmd—]mking leadership is
o

that met in
Kathmandu in December
1985 A half century later,
Bangladesh ance again has
the unity to revi-
DE".‘ ?\lg:;‘fmng an
gweu
Asia. by

recannecting clvil sccle‘l;v
across the sub-continent,
and by revitalising Saarc,
Mr Yunus can stabilise the
neighbourhood and onee
again eam his Nobel Peace
. Mr Yunus
the stature across the
region that would enable
him to take that initiative.
He should do that.

The writer is an author,

and
But such i the nature nd'
any revolt. Revolution is
not a dinner party, said
Mao Zedong famously. One
Imsmbnea)fanep;m}mske
an amelette, was an earthy

=3 1 X

For its part, the political
leadership in India can
play a significant role by
supporting such a transi-
tion in Bangladesh rather
than use the divisions

lifting a carpet to release butterflies.  dealt with such njtuatinns in his {meviw
the art works are simple and yet very L} en riots had broken

clevar.
But not everyone has followed the Banksy
gwnmp]e of making art accessible. While a
ks have been vandalised with

avatar — & v wh
out in 2001, and he qu been ahle to bring
some peace into our lives.
what was very heartening for so many
of us was

ed#%g‘.l‘he memmne of
Shinzo Abec India, Japan
and the Indo-Pacific.

LETTERS

NATION OF AUNTS

India has become like a
nation of old aunts whose
only interest in life seems to
be wanting to know who is
hooking up with whom.
From Rahul Gandhi to Neeraj
Chopra, their only question
is when they are getting
married. Once somebody
reaches their twenties every-
body wants to know about
their marriage plans as if
getting married is the only
aim and ambition in life.
Getting settled is the termi-
nology used to signify mari-
tal status. It should be
nobody else's business and
is an intensely private mat-
ter, but here in India we have
an army of relatives cajoling
and pleading individuals to
get married. It is time for
everybody to stop this nox-
ious behaviour.

Anthony Henriques

Mumbai

DON'T TRUST BJP

BY DEMANDING the resignation of
Mamata Banerjes from the past of the chief
ninister, BIP has s m-a:lnedmfgzken(
the millennijum! Folbowirg the horri
g s and muorders in Gujarst,
h and Uttarakhand, did th.eB.]Pask
eancerted CMs to resign? What about
Mampur where riots have uuped ot cmmt
besa civilians and dessroyed Kivel
properties? There, truly normal life has bm-
mdwxm:ammhmumw the
siate and can never be com liminat-
ed. And though it is. the j pavem-
mens to contral crime, every gm‘emmt.
incloding the Left and the BJP, has fxiled to
stop lnll:ml has its pam. i aru;
citizens 1o aitate responsi
nat &ll prey tn political games,

Kolkata

TOO MANY THEORIES

Iuﬂ.er Kunal

Sukhendu Sekhar Ray’ sdu:nnnd regarding
the interrogation of Kolkata Police commis-
simer Yineet Kumar Gaoval in connection
the rape and murder of a trainee doctor
at RG Kar Medical College. Ray also said
that & custodial interragation of the ex-prin-
cipal of the medmalme Sandip
s mecessary to know whi Tlaated the they
oy of saicide” initially. This shows the rul-
img party is under pressure from protests.

Chakdahs, West Bengal
500 for the best letter of the
week goes to Deborshi Gautam
(Aug. 15). Email:
asianage.lettersi@gmail.com.

annoyance nowadays is the num-

The only
ber of mandatory “trigger warnings” that
come before

p-elﬁmuneﬂ in case people are

become unwell due to whst they

offended or
have been exposed to. Today's audiences are

London Diary

Graffiti art cheers
post-riots London;
Edinburgh is back,
but with ‘warnings’ :

still in shock and mourning over the deaths of
the girls in Southport and then the egregious.
violence which followed made ever;rtl\lng B0
much worse: Im'ge]y due to falsehoods being
read on social medi

us, we needed nnme diversion — and it
came in a form of a bit of playful intervention
from the artist, Banksy, who has remained a
Tysterions commentator on our times and on
the art world. Banksy, in the last week or so

has unveiled a series of graffii — animal
themed “artworks” all over the city. Perhaps
to remind us of the wonder of the natural

workd — even as we struggle to deal with the
trauma of the real, conflicted world. So he has
spraymlmﬂ an the mﬂ]n anid buildings all

rellctmx, rhimos,
gorillas, e]epllantn, clwe'r merging real
emm into the are givin 1la very unigue 3-0
t, which is hia tr k. Thus, upon
rnl bricked uj Induwsmsl‘mlue,he
nted two el ants seerningly entan-

gl.ed ina trunk call. Then mna?rkedurm
astreet he has drawn a leaping rhino, and my
favourite — painted on shutters — depicts a

eounter iramﬂ — a rather clever Banksy
graffiti which had a wolf painted on & satellite
dish was stolen within hours of sat up.

that memrm on Ifb:htjeﬁmdxlm
it hard!

Mo one knows. the identity of the artist who
remains shrouded in mystery — but one can
mly he at!ﬂll ml\lm fo: ;ﬁmg the dis-

very d Epressing
tlme —to somelhlng rslher more lm:rlguj.ng,
and thoughtful.

btedly it has been a very tough

time for the new government. Even
before they could settle down came the
Southport stal gs and the need to clamp
down on the ultre-right-wing rioters and loot-
ers who took advantage of the febrile situs-
tion. Thus, we have even seen children in
their teens appearing in court and being con-
victed. Even gh the prisons are already
overcrowded everyone felt the time had come
to lock up the looters. Fortunately for all, the
new Prime Minister, Sir Kier Starmer, had

it of many “right thinking * (not
ultra-right) citizens who came onto the streets.
and &nrlessl{e confronted the thugs who
thought that ynoulﬂ m&hnllwm e anti-
migrant sentiments EY Were trying to
whip up. The pnrunilydmnnmﬂm Were
truly reassuring who make up
the rich multlullmra'l &In'h: of the country
wﬂ.ny — and for those who come from diverse
backgrounds and are of all colours and races.
It was it to see that the majority of e
in th!g!ll;‘:ntl}' are anl:l—r&ci:'twglg Iwggog\e
i " values. And they were unafraid to
come ontoe the streets to show their solidarity
with of other races and religions —
and even asylum seekers. It was very touch-
ing for many — and let us that this peace
between the communities holds firm.

t iz surnmer time and 50 festivals ave the

talk of the town. The Edinburgh Featival

has now become a globally attractive
event. From humble beginnings, now it
attracts so many participants that choosing
between events 1s a challenge.

=0 sensitive that they have to be
erted about all possible reactions. Thus, in a

stand-up comedy show, they are even warned
about the likel of “audience particips-
tion”. Other perﬂ)'rmmoes warn the audiem:e
to be d for “surprise entrances" or

that t.here may be actors “with marginalised
genders”. Even in a Shakespeare com
where Fal

staff €5 Yoll Are W

some dialogue involves “body shaming”.
There are warnings about adult themes such
as “heavy drinking”. ¥You wonder what sort of
delicate souls gn to watch these shows. But
they still go by the scores so I am sure
Edinl Festival is well worth a \ds'lt

Thus if vou just want a stra
ful show, just go to Regents
London and watch Fi
classic musical which will lift your spirits
with itz lively songs and comic turns.

Kighwar Desai iz 2 an award winning
author and columnist. She is also

the Chair of the Partition Museums in
Amritsar and Delhi.
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Why districts created in 2016 are now under spotlight in Manipur

SUKRITA BARUAH & JIMMY LEIVON
GUWAHATLIMPHAL, ALGLST 18

CHIEF MINISTER N Biren Singh, during the
recently concluced session of the Manipur
Assembly, said it was necessary to reorgan-
s distriets in the state, Thiswas in context of
the 2016 move by the Oleram | bobi Singh-led
Congress government to carve out new dis-
ericts in the state, a decision which Biren
Singh sabd was “clriven by political interests”,

The 2006 move had not gone down well
with the Nagas, whoalleged that the demar-
cation encroached intothedr ancestral lands,
It prompted the United Naga Council and
other Naga groups to carry out a 139-cay
blosckade of tw highways leading into the
state, At the same time, the move also pre-
sented the Naga groups an opportunity to
gather support from the Kuld-Zomis ahead of
the state elections in 2017,

With the state in the grip of the ethnic
conflict between the Meiteis and Kuld-Zomis
Foroverayear, what will be the impact of the

were Naga-dominated,
In the reorganisation, Pherzawl was
carved out of Churaclnndpu: Kamjong,
d

Biren Singh gevernment's proposal
ganise districes?

What changed in 20167
Citing the need Inradnuuuutr.mw erﬁ-

Money; and Te ut of
Ukhrul, Tamenglong and Chandel respec-
tively. Anew district, Kaleching, came into be-
ingin the valley, while a geographically non-
contiguous part of Imphal East in the

ciency and the long-standir
c.ll!.lhr Ibebi Singh government, through a
notification in December 2016, created new
elistricts by bifurcating seven of the nine dis-
tricts of the state, menths ahead of the
Assembly elections,

Before the recrganisation, the Medti-ma-
Jority valley had four districts — Imphal East,
Imphal West, Thoubal and Bishnupur —
while the remaining five districts of Uikhinl,
Senapati, Chandel, T. | and

art of the state was carved
out .rihnlum: istrict.

The most contentious issue
was the creation of the Kuki-
Zomi deminated Kangpokpl
district, carved out from the
MNaga-dominated Senapati district in the
Saclar Hills region of the state,

whawmthe prwallhllllulltlul

Churachandpurwere tribal-majerity hill dis-
ericts. Churachandpur was dominated by the
Kuki-Zomi tribe, while the remaining four

TELLING NUMBERS

How Indian Americans
contribute to the United States

alis-based
of Indlan A

u‘u contributions

tothe LIS

Tuntry,

released anew report. Titled, $rnal Communll)\. Big Contributions,

5 1 MILLION Indian

« L Americans represent the
Indian diaspora, including those
barm i Inelia anel in the US, The

Indian diaspora in the US makes
up only 1.5% of the population.

72uni¢urn startups out of
648 in the US are led by
Indian migrants, The collective

value of these startups exceeds
§195 billion. They employ

approximately 55,000 people
(13% of unicorn employees).
of all
60%¢x
u ” hotels are owned b,-.r
- Indian Americans,
These hotels
generate approximately $700

billion in revenue and create
more than 4 million jols,
directly and indirectly, annually.

United States', it quotes

The
data from the Migration Policy Institute and says:

4 S(y of them migrated to

Othe usafter 2010,
while around 30% moved before
2000, The population is
concentrated in New York State
and California,

35% 50%
; of all convenience stores in the
+ USare owned by Indian
| Americans, They generate
| 8350-5400 billion in revenues
i each year,

$3 OOhIIHonls contributed in tax revenues by Indian
Americans annually, on top of the §370-5460

billion in annual spending, which translates into a major

economic wave in terms of sales tax,

elc.

Mu'atl ol Ilu' 2017 Assembly polls, the
Comgress, in power in the state since 2002,
faced an exodus of prominent leaders, in-

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, ALGUST 18

THE UNION Public Service Commission
[LPSC) on Saturday issued an

seeking applications for * :.llontvd.mdmm
wated Indian natiomals for Laveral
Recruitment” to the posts of Joint Secretary,
Director, and Deputy Secretary in 24 min-
Estries of the Union government,

Atotal of 45 posts have been advertised
with indlividuals having appropriate qualifi-
cations and experience from State|UT ::w—

S, st
search institutes and universities, and cwn
the private sector eligible toapply. The adver-
tisement mentions that all posts are “suitable
for candidates belonging to the category of
Persons with Benchmarlk Disability ([ PwBD)"

What is ‘lateral entry’ into the
bureau

In 2017, NITI Aayog, in its three-year
Action Agenda, and the Sectoral Group of
Secretaries (SCoS) on Governance in its re-
port subimitted in February, recommended
the induction of personnel at middle and
senormanagement levels in the central gov-
ernment, These lateral entrants’ would be
part o the central secretariat which, till then,
had only carcer burcaucrats from the All
Inclia Services/ Central Civil Services, They
et be given three-year long contracts, ex-
rendable toup tofive years.

A Joint Secretary, .1|:pmn|cd by the
C

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

of the Cabinet

W 13% of all 2023 journal W 28 out of the 34 Scripps Spolllnl
publications were co-authored by Bee winners were of Indi itions are open?
scientists of Indian origininthe US, | since 2000 Based an this recommendatian, the first
up from 11%in 2015, vacancies for lateral entrants was

83 blllion has been d ol by in 2018, but only for Joint
35 out of bop the Inelian A us Secretary level positions. Posts of the rank
US have an Indian American in i ince 2008, of Director and Deputy Secretary were
their leadership ranks, ﬂwnﬂl later,
inchuding rofes like deans, ISI.S-ZMIIIunannuaIIyll
chancellors, provosts, and y Indian A
directors of colleges. tocharity, ENS [M:C] has the third-highest rank (after

Secretary and Additional Secretary) in a
Department, and functions as the adminis-
erative head of a wing in the Department,
Directors are ane rank belaw Joint
Secretaries, and Depuly Secretaries are one

1V Months + B Monihs MSP
26 AUGUST 2024

\
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B Mantis
SEPTEMBER 2024

190w

rankl Directors, althoughthey perform
the same job in most ministries, While
Director|Deputy Secretaries are considered
middle-level officials in a department, the
Joint Secretary-level is where the decision-
making starts,

the Lin ‘s logic
behind introducing Literal entries?
In 2018, Minister of State for the

POLITICS

eluding its former vice-president (and cur-
rent BIP CM) Biren Singh,

The Qleram Ibobi government was also
meeling wnder massive pratests in the hills,
which had left eight people dead in
Churachandpur, ever the theee Bills passed
By it o replace the Inner Permit Line (IPL)
regime in 2015,

The IPL would stay eventually till 2020 a5
tribal groups kept opposing its

AN IFe]  remoal, due o apprehension

They also claimed that the Hills Areas
Committee, which comprises all MLAs from
the hill areas of the state, was not consulted
on the lssue,

Many saw the move asan attempt by the
Congress povermment towin over Kukd-Zomi
groups ahead of the elections, at the expense
of Nagas' interests.

The opposition to the new districts con-
tinues to this day, Meanwhile, the demand
By Kuki-Zomi Broups to have a separate ad-

that their lands
Constitutional protection —
would be infringed upan.

Why was the 2016 decision opposed by
7

The United Maga Couneill along with the
laegest insurgent group of the northeast, the
INSCN (1-M), accused the Okram [bobi gov-
ernment of “appropriating” Naga villages
and merging them with non-Naga areas,

gime for their areas, follow-
ing Manipur's ethnic violence, has aggra-
vated the Naga anxiety over their lands,

How did the issue come up in Assembly?
Expressing concerns over the creation of

the Kangpolpi dmm .mdempmsluln.l, on

the co ! ing dissat-

sue on the last day of the Assemibly session
on August 12,

Speaking on the isswee, CM Biren Singh
said that though the previous Congress gov-
ernment cited administrative efficiency as
ithe reason for creating the new districts in
2016, this was based on ethnic lines and
“guich mistakies, when beft unaddressed, gave
birth to further ethnic divide®,

“People do not consider themselves as
Banipuri firse, A community which is in ma-
Jority in a particular district consider them-
selves as the owners of the land,” he said, and
claimed that Naga residents of Kangpokpi
anel Churachandpur have voiced concerns
over lack of essential services and opportu-
mities, as well as illegal taxation,

The CM also assured that the district

islaction among 1hr Naga communities,
Maga People’s Front MLA Leishiyo Keishing
moved a calling attention motion on the is-

Lateral entry into bureaucracy

Centre has opened another round of lateral recruitments into senior posts in the bureaucracy. Such
appointments have been criticised for not extending reservations to people of SC, ST and OBC communities

The view from Centre and Opposition
i Ah
& »e t H
“I have always said that I people I'lnmSC.ﬂ' “Lateral recruitment
the underpr are and OBC Is almed at.. bringing
not represented inall are not given infresh talent as
the country's top posts, apwlnlmenuln well as [ io] augment
including the top totheir thi ity of
bureaucracy... they are quuta in lhcu MANPOWET... a5
ther supplementation
mylmlm.he Lop posts apmlntlmnts itwill and not replacement
V. b a dire i of the existing
RAHUL GANDHI, the Constitution.” services.”
LOK SABHALOP, MAYAWATI, JITENDRA SINGH,
CONGAESS LEADER EX-UP CMBSP SUPAEMD MPSTER OF STATE, DOPT

Department of Personnel and Training
(DalT) fitendra Singh told the Rajya Sabha
that “lateral recruitment is aimed at achiev-
ling the pwin objectives of bringing in fresh
walent as well as augment the availability of

officers [lateral entrants | occupy positions in
Ministries/ Departments.”

'd\'hy Iw Itbeen criticised?
| Tanve been criticised on the

manpawer”,

On August B, 2024, Singh said that
"Keeping in view their specialized knowl-
edge and expertise in the domain anea, lat-
eral recruitment at the levelof joint Secretary,
Director and  Deputy  Secretary in
Gowernment of India, has been undertaken
toappoint persans for specific asignments.”

Basically, the idea behind Lateral recruit-
ment is for the government o tap into indi-
viduals” domain expertise and specialised
know-how, regardiess of whether they are
career bureascrats or not, In line with this
:dm nl!’m.ﬂwwmw Central Civil Services

rvein the
Ccn:ralwwm |n|hc|.n:dc'c.1de though
it was always considered LAS-dominated.

How many people have been appointed
via lateral recrultment so far?

The first round began in 2018 and at-
tracted 6,077 applications for Joint Secretary-
level posts. After a selection process by the
UPSC, nine individuals were recommended
for the appointment to nine different
Ministries/Departments in 2019,

Other rounds were advertised in 2021,
and then in 2023, In toal, as MaoS Jitendra
Singh tedd the Upper House on August 9,63
appaintments have bieen macle through la-
eralentry. .. inthe last five years, Presently, 57

ground that there are no quotas for
Scheduled Caste (5C), Scheduled Tribe (5T),
and Other Backward Classes (OBC) candi-
cates in such recnaitment,

Reacting to the latest advertisement,
Congress President Mallikarjuna Kharge
posted on X that the “the BIP is deliberately
making such recruitments in jobs so that SC,
5T, OBC categories can be kept away from
reservation”,

Rashtriya Janata Dal leader Tejashwi
Yadav condemned the move as a “disgust-
ing joke", saying that had the 45 advertised
appointments been made through the chal
services examination, “nearly half of the
openings would be reserved for 5C, 5T, and
ORC candidates”.

Why are there no quotas in recroitment?

I a May 15, 2018 circular, the DalPT noted
ithat "in respect of appointments to Central
Government posts and services Ihvre
shall be reservation for

wiLikd be resrganised based on
“genuine administrative convenience” and
after consultations with civil groups and
leaders of tribes,

However, on November 29, 2018, while
thefirst round of lateral recruitment was be-
ing carried out, then DoPT Additional
Secretary Sujata Chaturvedi wrote abetter to
UPSC Secretary Rakesh Gupta, Secretary say-
ing: *The candiclates 1o be considersd from
the State Government, Public Sector,
Autonemous Bodies, Statutory Bodies,
Universities, would be taken on Deputation
{Including Short Term Contract )with lienin
the parent department, Thene are no nstruc-
tions stipulating mandatory reservation for

appointment on deputation”.
Theletter Iuﬂhumwdlh.u “The present
ol filling be

dmmdduclmemvmlmllunddw-l

tion, where mandatory reservation for
SC{STIOBC is not necessary. However, if duly
eligibile SC/STAOBC candidates are cligible, they
should be considered and priority may be
given o such candidates in similarly situated
cases for ensuring holistic representation”,

How have lateral entries been kept out
of theambit of reservation?

Reservation in public jobs and universi-
tiesis implemented viawliat is keown as the
"13-point roster”, According to this policy, a
candidate's position on a roster of openings
isdetermined by dividing the quota percent-
ape of their group by huncred.

For example, the OBC quota is 27%,
Therefore, OBC candidates are recruited to
every-dth post for which a vacancy arises in
adepartment/cadre( 100/27=3,7), Likewise,
SC candlickates, with 15% reservation, are sup-
posed o il every Tth vacancy | 100/15=6.66),
STeanclidates, with 75% reservation, are sup-
posed o [l every 14th vacancy
(100/75=13.33), and EWS candidates, with
10% reservation, are supposed o fill every
10th vacancy { 100/10=10).

Aecording o this Formula, however, there
is no reservation for up to three vacancies,
Files obtained from the DoPT by The indian
Expressunder the RTIActstate that “Ina sin-
gle post cadre, reservation does not apply.
Since each post tobe filled uncler thisscheme
[lateral entry]| is a Single Post, reservation is
mot applicable” (reported on June 14, 2019)

In thye current round of recruitment, the
UPSC has advertised 45 upmlm,s I these

Caste Scheduled Tribe\Other Backward Clm
candidates in temporary appointments
which are to last for 45 days or mone”, This
was a reiteration = with OBCs added — of a
elreular isswed by the Ministry of Home
Affairs as far back as on September 24, 1968,
I effect, reservations have to be offered for

were to be Broup, ac-
cording to the | 3-point roster, six vacancies
would be reserved for 5C candidates, three
for ST candidates, 12 for OBC candidates, and
four for the EWS category. But since these va-
cancies have been advertised separately for
wach 1, all of them are effective
single-post vacancies, mdlwnu'byp.u!lha

any apy into the b

policy ol

Rise of Paetongtarn Shinawatra as Thailand’s PM, amid political turmoil

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, AUGLIST 18

THAILAND'S ~ PARLIAMENT  elected
Pactongtam Shinawatra, 37, as the country's
new Prime Minkster on August 16, more than
ayear after her centre-right Pheu Thai party
came second in the general election,

ual with acriminal comaetion bo his cabine.

Befire Pactomgtarn, her father Thaksin
ancl his sister Yinghuck (2011-14) have been
jprimme mink Both e
Fromn powver inmilitary coups.

Many inThailand had looked to the MFP
with hope of political reform, given the
decades-old dominance of the military and
the Thai reyalty over the country’s politics.

seen as helping sustain each other in

Thailanel's constitutional monarchy,
Thaksin's welfare policies cemented his

popularity among poor anc rural Thais, But

but the sentence o bo one year by

King Mabia Vajiralongleorn last September.
On August 17, Thaksin received a royal

parden reducing his parole to two weeks,

in 2006, protests erupted foll allega-
tions that the Shi traf:

ily had failed

Recente TS Over

0 pay i leading to
amilitary-orchestrated ouster,

Yingluck was accused by opposition

the of spaces for strong political
waices representing the will of the Thai peo-
. In the 2023 general election, the MFP

its “unlawiul” pledge to reform
Tise mcgjiesté lawvs, The MFP has been re-con-
stituted as the People's Party,

Li Thhe Guard

terview that Thailand was trapped in a
“douible lock democracy™, where the legal
system and military coups were repeatediy
being used to undermine election results,

Although the progressive Move Forward leaders of running a proxy government for emerged as the biggest party with 141 What ha next?
Party (MFP) had won the Who is Petongtarm Thalesin, She toowas owsted after ajudicial | seatsinthe 500-seat lower howse. Its major Analysts believe Petongtam Shinawatra
largest numberofseatsinthe  §3{~/W.\|'|Jn] Shinawatra? order against herin 2014, Thaksin hassnnte agendawas loosening theréw mojesté laws— will likely be in her father's shadow, given
election, a political :lrram Petongtarn, the youngest- backed several parties, and da  thatpunish, fthe hier inesperie) political sur-
ment  brokered GLOBAL ever PM of the nation of 70 powerful player in Thai politics, chy, inchading liking secial media posts, vival will be a major chﬂllonn:v given
Paetongtam's father and Fa( million, joined politics anly The party, led by 42-year-old Pita 'I'h.ulandhas seen 19 coups since it became
mer prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra  three years ago, She previously Thailand PM Paet What Iy the Limj i X Py lonal monarchy in 1932,
(2001-06) resubted ina coalition led by Phew  Thaksin's Rende hotel with herfalhzr farmerPM Thalsin Shinawatras’ return (o power? amang the youth. It first appeared in poli- Another concern will be the economy.
Thai coming to A g 1o a profile p by the gholc, Reuters Thaksin is seen as.a once- pqmlarludu tics in 2008 under the name Future Forward — According to a Mikkei Asia report,“The econ-

Pheu Thai leacler Srettha Thavisin be- BB, Petongtam “describes herselfl as acom- who has jod s with Farty, but was dissolved by a constitutional oy has grown 1% to 4% per year since the
came prime minister in August 2023, passionate capitalist, a social liberal”, Horces hewas unrrpnullmﬂl against, Thls court in 2020 over a violation of electoral 2004 coup, compared with around 5% for
However, less than a year later, he was  However, her personality is seen as being d dischain for the  “deal’ d the former PM o rules. Viewing the rulingas poliicallymoti- — Southeast Asiaas a whole. Cheap labour and

ousted from the position by the order of a
constitutional court an August 14,

The court said Srettha had "breached
ethical stanidards” by appointing an individ-

Indistinct from the legacy and reputationof

and
country’ ‘s entrenched elites, such as busi-

the powverf
ﬁal:sm vy 75, was in the palice be-
FmJnmlnf.pnIltla He also oamed several

bureaucrats, and other power
players linked o the influential monarchy
thie midlitary. The twa institutions are

wlummmulmlnzm&nhﬂrhmlmd
in exile for 15 years, During this period, he
was senvtenced to sight years in prison over
an abuse-of-power case during his tenure,

vated, tens of thousands took to the streets,
That seeu nits has

what rvpmed itseld. Earlier this month, a

constitutional court arderec MFP i be dis-

Infrastructure investments ance dnove rapid
growth, but the country has struggled o
further develop its industrial base even as
WVietram and other neighbours catch up.”
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The path runs through fields

Investing in R&D, irrigation, opening up land-lease markets, and building value chains of perishables
can help India provide food security, fulfil Viksit Bharat vision

TETO PLOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI

INDIA'S 78TH INDEPENDENCE Day is an oc-
casion to look back on our major achieve-
ments as well as failures, We need to leam
Minister's cherished dream of Viksit
Bharat@2047. The year 2047 seems distant,
but to achieve the ambitious goal, we must
hawe our milestones clearty defined for every
three to five years till 204? Thls will M!p us

DETess on ale, and
if required, course-correct midway. Indiais,
of course, not the only country with such
challenges. When we becomae viksit by 2047,
‘where will other major countries be, espe-
cially those in our neighbourhood?

people. Both were saved by the introduction
of new technologies in agriculture — India
witnessed the Green Revolution in the
late 19605, and China too experienced a
similar breakthrough,

China leamtits lessons much earlier than
India, and ushered in economic reforms in
1978, starting with agriculture. It dismantled
the commune system, moved on to the

prices of most of its crops from government
control. As a result, the income of China's
farmers increased by more than 14 per cent
perannum between 1978 and 1984, It is this
risein real incomes inrural areas that provided
the demand base for items, produced by
China's Town and Village Enterprises (TVEs).
Today, China is the hub lnr glr.lha] manufac-
turing, and its five
times that of India in dollar terms,

China's farm sector produces almost dou-
ble the value of produce than that of India
even though it has less area under cultiva-
tion, China has not ondy opened land lease
markets for 30 years but also supports its
farmers immensely, primarily through in-
come support on a per acre basis. The

The two duties of the state
are toser e and

Chinese alsogives the country’s
farme price support | producer sup-

prosperity at home. | am not an expert on
border security, but suffice it tosay, that India
has managed reasonably well on that front
despite conflicts with Pakistan and China.

port estimate or PSE), which is even higher
than in the OECD countries. In contrast,
India's PSE is negative. In other words, the
mrnmcntacmallytaxrs Farmers through

Hiwvewver, the rapid rise of Chi both  restric gpull:u:s m‘n
economic and military ¢ Almost  thoughil

all pur neighbours are moving closerto or puwv:r lnrmcanplc_

Chiina, We policy dipl oy, At W miust also remem-

Domestic peace and prosperity come
primarily from freedom from hunger and
poverty, When India gained Independence
in 1947, more than 75 per cent of the coun-
try"s population was shackled by extreme
poverty. Four years before Independence, in
1943, an estimated 15 to 3 million people
died of starvation. The biggest debacle on
the food security front, however, took place
in China, where an estimated 30 million
people died of starvation during the Great
Leap Forward llum 1958 to 1963 Baoth na-
tions had in 1960s

berthat China imposed the one-child norm
from 1981 to 2016, which contributed toa
faster rise in the country's per capita in-
«come. There is a lot to learn from this ex-
periment. Although India cannot and
should not impose the one-child norm, in-
wstmg in tJn: girl d||]|:| ‘s education is criti-

th, especially

a(]uwv:r levels oflnoornr
India's agri-growth has been moderate
ive terms. In the 2004-

05 to 2023-24, which covers both the

and had major challenges in feeding their

Singh and the Narendra Modi
governments, agri-GDP increased by 3,6 per

The government has been
harping on achieving se
sufficiency in pulses.
However, that is not going to
happen ifit goes about the
abjective in a business-as-
usual manner. In fact, if the
policies do not change for the
better, Tam afraid the
country’s imports may go up
toeight to 10 million tonnes
by 2030 because the demand
is likely to touch 40 million
tonnes — we have been
producing between 22 1o 25
million tonnes in the last
seven to eight vears.

cent on average, This is reasonably good to
feed the nation, especially because popula-
tion growth has been coming down over the

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Anger with Conservatives will linger, b

ut seeptical voters also need reasons to be

optimistic ahout the future. Time is already ticking by fast if Labour wants to
defer public fruseration during the arduous process of tuming change from a

slogan into a reality.”

= THE GUARDIAN

Co-creators of
new solutions

As partners, India and Japan have a
significant role in ensuring regional
and global peace and stability

financing in five years, whichwas set by the
leaders in 2022, Building on this track
record of cooperation, we will continue o
promote cooperation in new areas such as
Green Trans[orrnarion and Digital

thcmwsrmcmand Ibusiness enwironment,

YORO KAMIKAZE

TODAY, L AM visiting India for the first time
snu:e my appointment as Minister for

Affairs. As a member of the Japan-
Inedia Parliamentary Friendship Association

ip to the next stage,
Thirdly, ties between the people of
Japan and Indla ane the loundatlanedculr

greatly expand the base of people-to-pec-
ple exchange in the future, The extension
of this year’s “Japan-India Tourism
Exchange Year™ to fiscal year 2004 was an-

and a long-time promoter of Japan-Indi.
relations, lam sincerely looking forward to
feeling the vibrancy of India.

Japan and India have historical ties
which date back to the introduction of
Buddhism in the &th century, My home-
town, Shizuoka Prefecture, also has deep
ties with India. For example, while
Shizuoka is famous for its green tea, Tada
Motokichi, who ran a tea business in
Shizuoka in the 19thcentury, is said to have

ack tea production technigues in

—— ion of the Japan-India
Strategic Dialogue in March. From
September to October, various events will
be held intensively in India as “Japan
Month”, and similar events will be held in
Tokyo as “India Manth™. We hope that
these efforts will further promaote mutual
exchanges between our countries,

Fourth, would like towork with India
in the area of Women, Peace and Security
(WPS ), which the Japanese government
has firmly p in recent years and

India, brought them back to Japan, and ap-

w‘hu:h is also my lifework, WPS ishased on

years — it's below 1 per cent per o

day. India is also a net exporter of agri-pro-

duce, Its expaorts in the last three years are

around $51 billion, while the country’s im-

ports amount to $34 billion, While the ex-

portsarediversified — rice, manm: products,
Indi

p green tion,
Japan and India, which forged such

deep ties, launched the “Jap.

Special Strategic and Global ip™

idea that society c heloserto
2| par
Indi i
inp asml]ashn—
and reconstruction

in 2014, and in the pasldr:cade have d

matically our

spicesal
primarily that of edible oils and pulses.
The government has been harping on
achieving self-sufficiency in pulses,
However, that is not going to happen ifit

in wide-ranging areas, Through our past
efforts,lam convinced that there are tan-
for further c

while at the .wm...swpmmn
ird il

oFcnsls I.ndla is one of the countries ﬂut

m the future, Based on this conviction, |
weould like to Ixmarﬂn the scope of our bi-

Eoes about the objective in a by
usual manner. In fact, if the policies do not
change for the better, | am afraid the coun-
try's imports may go up o eight o 10 I'|1I'||I!dl

3 up uuurthrwam
rel,

following four areas by formulating
concrete projects.

tonnes by 2030 because the:
to touch 40 million tonnes — we have been
producing between 22 to 25 million tonnes
in the last seven to eight years, Pulses are
less water- and fertiliser-c ing. If gow-

First, in thy defence and security,
my visit will include the third Japan-India

deployed many women in KOs, and
at the Japan-Australia-India-US (Quad)
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Tokyo last
manth, which | hosted and in which
Minister Jaishankar also participated, we
committed to contributing to and imple-
menting the WS Agenda, including its ap-
plication to disaster risk reduction, We
would like to consider how we can materi-

emments reward farmers who grow pulses
with the kind of subsidies they provide rice
culltivators — in power and fertiliser — the
country will not only be self-sufficient in
pulses but people will eat healthier diets,
The change will also have a positive effect
on soil, water, and environment (GHG emis-
sions ) Our research at ICRIER suggests that
providing Rs 35,000/ha to farmers in the
Punjab-Haryana belt for at least five years
could encourage a shift from paddy to
pulses. The change requires bold policy
making, but it is doable provided the Centre
and the states join hands,

Agri-RED, irrigation, opening wp land-
lease markets, building value chains of per-
|sl|ahles on the lines of the Amul model are

and Defence Meeting  alisec with India on WPS.
[*2+2"), the first such meeting in nearly two In addition to these bl]atora] L‘m:llts
years. Cr jom in the securityareahas  Japanand India
made remarkable progress inrecent years,  globally, |nc|ud|ng rhmugh multilateral

including joint exercises between the
e .

Armed Forces in all types of land, sea, and
air forces, aswr]l as efforts to promote de-
fenc hnalogy coopera-
tion. Through this *2+2" meeting, [ would
like o El‘lil'ﬂ our understanding of the

trategic promote

1
cussions with Minister Subrah

Ministers’
Meeting last manm we reaffirmed our op-
position to any unilateral actions that seek
to change the status quo by force or coer-
cion, and our steadfast commitment to-
‘ward the realisation of a “Free and Open
Indo-Pacific” (FOIFL
The friendship berween Japan and
India is a unique one, as it is builton a

Jaishankar and Minister Rajnath Singh
Second, in the economic area, we have
made steady progress in specific projects
including our flagship High-Speed Rail
project, the development of the northeast-
ern mglnn which T’nmt Minister Narendra

polic need
to be put in place, Only then can India pro-
vide food security on a sustainable basis in
the face of dlimate change, Mutritional secu-
rity still remains a major challenge, Roughly
35 per cent of our children below the age of
five are stunted We need to move from food
security bo nutrition security.

Thewriter is Distinguished Professor ot
ICRIER. Views are persanal

The aliens and the alienated

Congress governments have perpetuated a colonial prejuduce against RSS

BALBIR PUN]

PAWAN KHERA'S ARTICLE, 'RSS smoke and
mirrors’ (1E, July 31 | combines half-truths
and twisted tacts, The decision tolift the ban

RSS acti

grave danger. He writes, “The Nagpur i mtl-
dents were not isolated as more

‘danda’is meant for thieves and dabius’,. After

and creeds, M\cmanydissc‘nt isblasphemy,

scenes of viobence against Brahmans were

all, RS pits, They
are patriots. They love their country. Onby their
q isdh Th

To appreciate this aspect of Indlan

e to,and the
industrial value chain concept linking the
northeastern region of India to the Bay of

COMIMon flong historical ties
and democracy. As the world faces vari-
ous challenges and stands at a turning
point in history, Japan and India, as part-
ners in “co-creating” new solutions, ane
expected to make a significant contribu-
tion to peace and stability in the Indo-
Pacific and beyond. | sincerely hope that
my visit to India will mark a new page in
the Japan-India relationship and lead o

Bcr\gal LnaddmurLum by

o o

target of public and private investment and

of our

The writer is the Foreign Minister of fopan

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A FAIR CHANCE

THIS REFERS TO the artiche, Things are
not what thL‘y seEm tu be (IE, August
25) Hil

against the 5c'h| chmf should lead o

FOR BALANCE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Disparity
amang Dalits needs to be acknowl-
edged’ (IE, August 18). The Supreme
Court has said that the sub-classifica-
tion of SCs and 5Ts has to be justified

ulatory: hthe |

first person from the private sectorto by the states, The challenge for the
be appointed to head Sebi.and herhus- — states is to ensure that the benefits of
band h. inthe perct down to those
corporate world, hange re- hi d it most. The court has recog-

quired in the regulatory regime is to
make all rv.‘gulm pcnudn:al]y msnly

on government mplayﬂef pmn:lpatmmn enacted in many parts of Marathi-speakil , democracy, party
areas... the ti were most]y wonoverby Congressmenwith bove” s Rahwl - Vajpayee said in T lators U This wnuld
government has taken o decolonise India EMETL” Gandhi listening? NehmsmmLVamecsald " admamhas oy, and yet

since it assumed office in 2014,
The Brltlsh government of the Ccntla]

Prowinc hee first o

While Khera has quoted Sardar Patel
muliiple rimrs.mrpﬁsingly.hnhasn'tmn—

R55in 1930 and againin 1932 whenitissuesd

cause he ab]md India's Hindu traditions.

acircular prohibiting seTvants
from joining the organisation. The colonial
government, however, backtracked follow-

uf‘:'wilnnn'm including Ci

The aliens departed on August 15, 1947,
and were unfortunately replaced by the
alienated. The Mehru government used the
unfortunate assassination of Gandhiji on
January 30, 1948, to perpetuate the colonial
prejudice against the RSS. Not only was the
Sangh banned, its leaders were arrested,
workers persecuted, and there were reports
of violence against su nurn-d m sympa-

He xist bore, which attrib-
uted all of India's ills to its Hindu character.

Nehru's distrust of the RSS ended only a
little before he breathed his last in 1964,
When China invaded India in 1962,
Communists tried to sabotage Indian war
efforts by giving strike calls, In contrast, the
RSS stood by the government, organised
blood d camps, sent ies to the
army at the borders and helped nab anti-na-
tional elements.

the Chinese and the sterling role of the RSS

thisers and

helped

Inhis autohiography, Living an Em Vol 2):
The Nehru Epoch, From Democracy to
Monocracy, veteran Congress leader and
noted freedom fighter D F Mishra(whowas
alsovtwice chief minister of Madhya Pradesh ),
has given a vivid description of this sordid
episode of [ndian history. According to
Mishra, but for prompt police action, the en-
tire RSS leadership, including the then RSS
chief M 5 Golwalkar, would have been in

~ EE n

meettle. The 1963 Republic Day
parade included a pmudcnnnru;nntadm
iruniforms

of white shirts and khaki half pants.
Ui

Sardar Patel considered the RSS a patrioticor-
ganisation. On January 6, 1948, he said in
Lucknow, “In the Congress, those: who are in

Kheraalleges “grants and i s

d, asong silenced, a flame has

going to people and organisations belong-
ing to or close to the RSS™ What about the
RajivGandhi Foundation (RGF)? Apart from
accepting funds from the Chinese govern-
ment, the organisation has received dona-
tions from the governments of Ireland,

vanished in the infinite, .. Bharat Mata is
stricken with grief today — she has lost her
favourite prince.”

In 1966, after V D Savarkar's demise,
Indira Gandhi paid tribute to him in these
words, *It removes from our midst a great

L bourg, and the Inion The  figure ofc
RGF has also received enormous contribu-

during the UPA rule, including the Prime
Minister's National Relief Fund. Is it Khera's
case that only enterprises connected with
the Nehru-Gandhi clan should have access
to public funds?

Khera is right; the RSS had no written
constitution till 1948 That didn't make it ei-
ther “secretive” orundemocratic, The UK has
o written constitution, but it is a vibrant

v India. His name was
a byword for daring and patriotism. Mr
Savarkar was cast in the mould of a classical

accoumahlc to the peaple. Buch de-
serves a fair chance to explain how her
conduct carries no condlict of interest to

ac felected r
Sanjay Chopra, Mohal
RISE OF MANGA

THIS REFERS TO the report, There's a
story for everybody’ (IE, August 18). It

spiration from him.” In 1970, Indira Gandhi
also issued a commemorative stamp in
Savarkar's honour,

On 'Guruji’ Golwalkar's death in 1973,
Inclira Gandhi said in Parliament, “Another
eminent personality, wiho was nota Member
of this House, was Shri Golwalkar. He was a

democracy. The Congress has acc

tuld)sﬁmctlcmal inner-party democracy. It
onarchy where!

chosen by dynastic succession.

In this part of the world, India is the only

ioni cracy. stic values

and ca(hnli: ethns amsmcpcd in thrlibera]
that oo

power fisel that by ill

be able to arrest the RSSBy dan:la ymcan—

sity. Palmcal nppnrl.'ms arrrrvals a.m nme'n—

not an

emies. th

ullll

epaperindianexpressicom Il

scholar and a man of forceful beliefs, ,, We
mournthe dep i distinmu

to note that Indians' fas-

cination with manga [Japanese comics)

nised that the creamy Layer amaong SCs
and 5Ts has availed reservation most
often, even as the weakest sections
continue to lag socially and economi-
cally. One hopes that states will make
earnest efforts o remove intra-quota
imbalances and disparities.

55 Paul, Nodia

THE RIGHT STEP

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Back to
the people’ (IE, August 17). Assembly
elections in Jammu and Kashmir are
encouraging and an appreciable step
towards the restoration of the demo-
cratic process. The union territory ad-

has taken multi-direc-

and anime {Japanese 1) s on
the rise. As pointed out in the article,
manga is filling the vacuum created by
the decline of the traditicnal superhero
genre of Marvel and DC. This trend is
perhaps a harbinger for the future
where the dominance of Western
mades of thought is no longer a given.

the coun Superhero stories in the West glorify
Hmwu'cr uml'_'lRahuJC.andhl itisadif- mmndmdual\-\gﬂmm whlhjapanrse
ferent Congress, comic

Left lexicon, Communist tactics and woke
tonl-kits. Khera's piece is in line with the
changed ideological profile of his party.

mnjlsrfmuumgrn_frl‘m r!renrblpuwshed

By reading more of the Iam:r ane |s

able to develop a more nuanced under-

standing of such concepts as justice,
Animesh Ral, Neida

tional initiatives towards prosperity,
especially in the development sector.
However, the main challenge remains
unemployment amongst the youth.
The security concerns in the region
need to be tackled effectively and
jointly by politicians, agnostic of party
loyalties. After the elections, the gov-
emment should urilise the Centre’sas-
sistance to serve the peoplhe, [&Ks state-
hood must be restored earliest. It does
not bode well for ademocracy that the
UT has not Iu:l r]rctluns in 10 years.
hash Vald, New Delhi

Trystwith Ayodhya: Dec fIndia
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLWES US ALL

STAKES ARE HIGH

Delhi must engage all political forces and institutions in
Bangladesh to get a sense of its changing domestic dynamics

HE FIRST CONVERSATION betwween Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the

c'hmf.n\ﬂsm.uu.. o in Mubh, xmmv'\"unus.l.&

Thursday. hinds the

and the resilient foundation for good relations that has been laid in the last
decade and more, Underlying the positive comversation was a recognition by both sides
af the importance of putting Iml‘und some of the acrimony between Delhi and Dhaka

imperative of

EDITORIAL PAGE

WorDLY WISE
DIPLOMACY 18 LIKE JAZZ: ENDLESS
VARIATIONS ON A THEME.

— RicHARD HOLBROOKE

A health gap

Taskforce to study mental health of medical students is

welcome. More interventions are needed

K SUjATHA RAO

DNN.I-GIJST 16, thisnewspaper reported that

all Tas consti-
rumd aTask Force for the Mental Health and
Wellbeing of Medical Students in response to
thealarmingincidents of 122 suicides by med-
|ca| srudnmsm the last fve years. TMCnm—

png'J‘Bpermnmlu:ﬂnrgrmmmms
had mental-health conditions and 313 perce-
neod postgraduate students had suicidal tho-

triggered by the tur which thy inBanglaclesh ughts. Chearly, mental health cannot be neg-
and Delhi's anxious response toit. On his part, PM Modi reiterated India's support for a lected amymore — it needs a calibrated policy.
democratic, stable, peaceful and = and hi's “com- The 2015-16 Nag:na] Mental Health
mitment to supporting the people of Bangladesh through initia- 18-y g : h':;il :W‘ ey

tives.” Yunus assured Modi “that the interim government would prioritise the protec-
tion, safety and security of Hindus and all minority groups in Bangladesh®,

this includes 16 per cent of those in the pro-
:Iumvcage Eroup: uf!ﬂ-demrs Thc survey
affected

There is far too much at stake — in the form of economic inter and mu-
tual security — lnrDc!hl and Dihaka to alkow suspl:lnns and gnwanms tooverwhelm the
1ership. Te there are i inDelhi
on Iww the nesw rulers came to power in Dhaka; and there is a deep sense of hurt in
Bangladesh that India stood by the authoritarian rule of Sheikh Hasina until the very end.
As reports in this paper from Dhaka in the last few days have highlighted, senior officials
of the new: mglrncas weell as leaders of political paruns tharwere opposed to Hasina fully
une i the relationship with India and are open tolooking ahead
rather than continuing to bicker abouwt the past. Yet, the two sides need to be mindful of
the potential dangers to the re-engagement between Delhi and Dhaka,

Inifia was right mwldmgreﬁ.lgewshmm}!aslnaﬂurl)elhl mieds to Impress upon
the formes FM the dangers of i itical activi Indli il Dhalea, too, must
avoid the temptation of embarking on legal processes o extradite her from |JII|IE lhanwllpl
Dethi inan awloward position, At stake is not just the question of m i

the lifetime:
I;Dmllllnnpeuplc,m 1 percent reporting
high suicidal risk, The human resources re-
quired to deal with the condition and treat-
ment facilities are woefully imadequate, This
means that the treatment gap in the country
isan extremely disquicting 80 per cent.

It has been apparent for some Hme now
that mental health is low priority for palicy-
makers. Against anestimated need of over Rs
93,000 crove for addressing this challenge, the
Union grvernment earmarked Rs 600 crore
in 2019 the allocation in the Latest Budget is Fs
1,000 crore, less than 1 per cent of the health
budget ) of which 93 per cent was for tertiary
institutionssuch as NIMHANS and the psychi-

ment in bilateral relations It is, even more, about ending violent retribution rhat

I d every major political ct Bangladesh
ical reconciliation; it also needs a lc closure on ther y and
contested identity. The continuing mobvislence in Dhaka undenmi [ {th

studentmovement to build a new democratic nrdmnnang‘ladnsh There are enough fiorces
‘within and outsid that ¥ the sty for their
own narrow political mds and drag l‘hu natum ba.ck into perpetual internal conflict.
1 the new onderi itical forces and

institutions in the country, withowt prejudice, to get a deeper sense of its changing domes-
tic dynamics and to guard against pulm:al surpenms a]v.\ad Fr.lrnow though, helping Yumus
succeed is India’s best i

PoLICY, NOT COURT

Application of SC verdict on states taxing mining activities from
2004 has raised an unfounded spectre of retrospective taxation

N JULY 25, a nine-judge bench of the Supreme Court nuled that states in India

have the powser to tax mining activities, and that their collecting “royvalties™

from mining keaseholders does notviolate the Constitution, This ruling has
wide-ranging ramifications not just for India's federal polity but also for the

min jies, The apex court mioved by miningc with the aim of
conwincingit toapply this ruling prospectively — that s, starting 2024, Lastweel, the SCruled
thatthe ruling will be applicable from 2004, This has raised concemns about the spectre of reg-
rospective taxation, but a dose reading of the latest verdict sugpests that this is not the case.
Retrospective taxation essentially implies raising a new tax demand for a time in the
past when such a tax did not exist, But the facts of the current case are allydif-

i miedical colleges, leaving
Rs 40 crore for the District Mental Health
Programume and other community-hased ini-
tiatives, OF this, only Rs 2,91 crore was spent,
Poor policy attention is often ascribed to
the “lack of political will". However, the more
impaortant reason is the substantial knowl-
edge gap — "how-to” intervene and “when-
o™i iten difficultc W
policymakers, The rights-based Mational
Mental Health Policy of 2014 and the Mental
Health Act of 2017 did indicate a shift in pal-
iy towwards ensuring that the mentally ill re-
ceiveas much pricrity as those suﬂmng I'mm
physical ai
‘While the policy and the Act defineate a clear
wision, there is a lack of clarity on implemen-
tation, the financial and physical rescurces re-
quired, amd by when.

Poor policy attention is often
ascribed to the lack of
political will'. However, the
more important reason is the
substantial knowledge gap
= 'how-to" intervene and
‘when-to’ intervene are often
difficult challenges for
policymakers, The rights-
based MNational Mental
Health Pnl'u.'ynfz(] 14 and the
Mental Health Act of 2007
did indicate a shift in policy
towards ensuring that the
mentally ill receive as much
priority as th
from physical
are treated with dignity.
‘While the policy and the Act
delineate a clear vision, there
is a lack of clarity on
implementation, the

fin. Land physical
resources required,

and by when,

A critigue of | wymak-

g system is the substantial hi [

of ity, the frustrations due tolack of

iscrin

what meeds to be done and whar s actua]ly

ment on account thamcrs of caste, gender

Feasibl -|r|r|r|ahlnmm

tervention ance

vhich,if left

Al d

of the challenges and mnstramts wntlun
which, uchil

consultation and dialogue among all stake-
holders. India’s s.uress in stermming HV-AIDS

i
ication, In other words, biomedical ap-
proaches are not enough to treat mental-
health conditions.

hhtwithstandirgthr policy vacuum, civil

canoffer
totacklemental health-related challenges, To
formulate policy and implement the Mational
Aids Control Programme’s-101's strategy, the
Mational Aids Control Organisation (NACO)
sought the intervention of 20 Technical
Resource Groups, with at least 250 represen-
tatives from diverse sections of society such
as academia and those involved i sex work,
nsinfourkey

tive, Good g research
and suhd evidence based on models of reha-
bdlr.mun and care continuum of those with

is available,

oneering efforts of groups such as Ihnyan in
Tamil Mach, Sangath in Goa and Centre for
Mental Health Law and Pelicy in Pune,
Evidence-based strategies such as creating
short-stay homes and emergency care cen-

il leader-| need to

realms. Ome, crafti ic i ions
based on epidemiological evidence drawn
from a concurrently operating surveillance
systerm. Twa, the importance of modelling dif-

erent opti ke ofinterven-

scaling up. The Chennai-based
Banyan fior instance, focuses on addressing
the needs of an estimated G0 lakh homeless
and. atwdmed wamml.whu are mentallyill,
ininterven-

tions required in different geographies among
different rarget groups. These exercises pro-
wvide data mlatcd £ cost- Eﬂecmness and
supply scaling
uplnmrw:nnuns Three, aduucxymlmd o
systemic

parliamentarians, mdu]udlr_la:y. pullmand
other government departments werne in-
wohved. Four, engagerment with leaders of the
commumity and ciil society — this endeay-
our was allocated 25 per cent of the budget.
The programme framers realised that with-
out the active engagement of community
leaclers, the policy would not touch the lives of
the most marginalised, especially the groups
whichame often stigmatised. The programme
wvas cenitrally funded, Most importanthy, how-
ever, the interventions were designed with
active participation and dialogue with states
and affected communities,

Such an approach is urgently needed to
craft an implementable strategy for mental-
health patients — like HIV-AIDs patients, their
condition is chronic, mny require empamy
Fror ety.and

tion, This is acomprehensive strate gy consist-
ing of five stages — awarenoss, rescue, treat-
ment, rehabilitation, and reintegration with
family. Public policy foouses on treatment. In
contrast, the Baryan model continuwes o en-
gage with people who have received treat-
ment and helps them to develop the neces-
sary social skills to get reintegrated with
society and family,

Itis time the government priortises men-
tal health and implements community-an-
chored and affordabile interventions, inthe ul-
timate analysis, public policy on mental health
st be driven by a sense of justice, An au-
toncmous implementing agency along the
lines of MACO can help mobdlise the mqulmd
financi nesourees, hal
tutional care with commumity involvement
and enable the widening of the effort for ad-
dressing the varied needs of affected people
at different levels, The constitution of a task-
force to study the mental health of medical
studentsisawebcome measure, Covernments
at central and state levels, however, need o

govemnment sectors. Mental-health problems
areoften products of the times: Pressures and
stress caused by poverty, growing inequalities

domore and wental health challenges
ofall sections of people.

The writer is o Farmer Union Health Secretary

THE UNMET PROMISE OF EQUALITY

SCverdict on sub-quota should spark conversation on 50 per cent limit, caste census

D Raja

ferent, [n 1989, in the ndia Cements case, a seven-judge 5C bench ruled that royaliy is a
tax and the states can't raise any such revenue demands. In 2004, in the Kesorom case, a
five-judge bench revisited this isswe and conc there was a "ty ical er-
ror in the India Cements judgment. While this judgment by a smaller bench could not
overturn the 1989 ruling, it set the precedent for different states to raise demands for roy-
alty payments from companies, [n 2011, the SC took notice of the continuing confusion
on the matter and sent it to a bigger nine-judge bench, the Mineral Area Development
Authority or MADA case. The MADA ruling in July mnduslwhrmmmnddmlgﬂglndu
Cements Inits ruling last week, th fichose to start the
application of its ruling from 2004 — the date of the I(csuram caseverdict, The court ex-
a law is found to be ultra vires to the

plained that it tive overruling
Constitution. But, “In the case of taxing statutes, such a declaration would make the State
liabke to refund all ll the imvali islation”

‘While the SCh fi ial sethack for oo — they are nequired to
pay only the pnnclpal amaount, not the interest, and the payment can be staggened over
12 years —it i d that thi ted juclicial process and al of verdicts can

undermine business confidence. However, the primary responsibility of creating a sta-
ble policy enviranment les not with the court butwith policymakers — bath at the Eontn.'
and statA£ Inthis regard, it is all the more important that policymakers ensure that —
the i ing voice, Justice BY warned — this verdict does not lea:lw
the “breakdown of the federal system” in the context of mineral development.
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THE SUPREME COURT'S recent verdict on
caste classification has led to a renewed de-
bate. Many commentators tend to see caste
and its effects as remnants of the past and
hope that changes in attitude would hasten
their end. It has taken much fight to situate
caste as a political matter, It continues to be
amongst the biggest determinants of the
country's polity, economy, society, One may
appreciate the SC's intent in expanding the
bemsefits of quotas to the most marginalised,
But the verdict has too many loophaoles which
ill hinder the ing of democracy,

Political equality for all was implemented
inIndia’s hierarchical society. The precedence
accorded to political over social jeconomic in-
enuality hasmeant the silencing of SCs and STs.
Tounderstand the gravity of the judgment, let
s retum to the Constitution's promise of lib-
erty and equality.

Article 14 ensures equality for allirespec-
tive of religion, gender, or caste, Yet, the
Constitution drafters recognised that a lone
provision will not overturm skewed power dy-
namics and affirmative action was deemed
necessary, Totackle economic inequality, the
Directive Principles of State Policy state that
“the State shall, in particular, strive o min-
imise the inequalities inincome”, These pro-
visions ane meant toworkin tandem,

Inddian society, as Ambedkar pointed out,
is a conglomeration of various caste groups
organised hierarchically. The Brahmanical or-
der is responsible for the exclusion and vio-

While allowing for sub-
classification, the SC verdict
did not touch upon the
overall cap of 50 per cent
reservations imposed by the
Court itself. As many
commentators have pointed
out, the 50 per cent limit and
the lack of quotas in the
private sector are major
reasons for resentment
among deprived sections.
The cap needs to be
rernoved to ensure that
hackward sections get
appropriate representation,
including in the judiciary
and private sector.,

bence experienced by Dalits and Adivasis,
Operating parallelly, in recent years, is the
thi

resentmentamong de prived sections. The cap
wsure that backward

ofcaselessness amongst
5 also behind the lawed logic of merit,

The abysmally low conviction rates under
the SC/STPOAActand the unfulfllment of ex-
sting provisions of reservation in employ-
ment and education at all levels are testa-

oy,
the effiects of reservation on variouws SC and ST
communities could 'hn a dmnoclatlc step,

sections get representation, in-
cludingi judiciary and pri CLo,
The SC should clear the confusion created
by fiowr of its j dieli
eation of a creamy layer amsong 5Cs and ST,
This has created fears that reservation will
end, The basis for reservation for 5Cs and 5Ts
s historical discrimination. This could get at-
rmuamd ifthis criteriais introduced.

Howvever, not.

the implementation of the current affirma-

tive action policy is downright immoral.
Meo-liberal policies h

the judiciary’si istent
position on affirmative action should be ad-
dressed, While Tamil Nadu has 69 per cent

nities for secure employment. The govern-
ment’ sapamy tovthis andits reluctance I’II ad-

in publiced al
msnrulns B cmanru; dissatisfaction because
people continue to aspine o wark in the pub-
lic sm:mr Thncnsls in .qgncuhm‘ has pushed

the Bihar High Court struck down
asimilar extension inreservationin the stae,
The SC has held the 10 per cent EWS reserva-
tion as legal, despite it breaching the 50 per

Cent cap. State gr

eodecic i dentific asse
menmd'dcpnuatlun The curment data on so-
quate, Acaste o i

dlemand o

The privatisation of public sector indus-
tries and education has made the issue more
comphe. The situation demands long-term
solutions — maorne empln_l,mnr auem.u:s and
educational op

inth
‘While allowing for sub-classll'lcatlnn the SC
werdict did not touch upon the overall cap of
50 percent reservations imposed by the Cowrt

essary o measure the standing of different
social groups and degree of representation,
Peaple's aspirationsshould be reflected in
icymaking and scientifically gathered data
should bethe hase for inclusive palicies.

To usher in an era without caste discrimi-
nation, equalityshoulkd beextenced all those
who face marginalisation. The verdict should
beaid o ||1rmspcmmman'rmnpulu:lﬁ and

itself, As many ¢ have pointed
out, thie 50 per cent imit and the lack of quo-
tas in the private sector are magor reasons for

their
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ABOUT 170 MLA suppanm adthr: former

mhspamsnngagalnsnmdnmml ofthe N
Anscihra

hadno pulml:alngmﬁl:m Bangarappa had

Prime. Mlmstmlndua Gandhi,
f the

l‘m [] |?Wﬂl|uu|

some ths agon whm the

chiefminister, M TR
before President Zail Singh on August 20 to
demonstrate the majority support he sullm—

ingtoinjuri Sartsaftwnmoee
deaths in police firing in the Cuddappah dis-
trict. This ulms the: numbm al persons killed

Jjoyed and pose the un i al
manner inwhich his ministry was dismissed.
This was decided by an all-party action com-
mittee as partofa plan to get the “puppet gov-
m'nmenl"oFN Bhaskara Rao dismissed and
the Rama Raomi

im palice firing 19,

KARNATAKA'S TURN?
THE KRANTIRANGA leadle, § Bangarappa's

17 DEAD In AP

THE DEATH TOLL in police firings on irate

Congress(|)MF his current
wisit to the capital led to spcculatlun in p-nlltl-
cal circles on

TEerof| tion led by him
wnh the Congress([) had been disoussed.

SOUTH AFRICA POLLS

THE SECURITY COUNCIL has declared as *null

and void" South Africa's “so-called new con-

stitution” and the elections w be held along

racial lines, The 15-member Council voted

overwhelmingly in favour of a resolution
the pih ber "

Andhra-type operation bmng mpuamd in
Karnataka. Bangarappa said his current visit

i
group“srongly” rejecting both the “constitu-
tion” and the “elections”,
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America’'s climate election could
prove pivotal for everyone else

Candidates

BARRY EICHENGREEMN

Is professar of sconamics at the University of
Calilornia, Berkeley, and the auther, most
recently, af 'In Defense of Public Dett’

wveery LIS peesdclon tal edection ks comse
Bt Amerlean voters [ace an
|y welghty decision in 202
cantecnne will ave lmplicatbons for
policy, social policy and the
iy of the political system iself,
Bt v of s conseguiences will be more pro
Forvinwd o Car-resachibng than an gletal eforts o
counibut climate chang
As president, Donald|
tha Paris elie 0

g pulbect the US out of
o, while Amertea under
p has viowed
i1
e will agaln withclraw the
LIS fieoim e scowed I e wins nsecond term,
By contrast, US Viee-President ala Harrls,
the Democrathe nomines, suppoed the Green
New Deal, an ambitious congressionnl plan for
leling climate changs, while ser il
I 2008, As Californda's attorney general, she fnves
Hggated thee odl industey, securing o seatlement from
asubaldiary of Britksh Petroloum forundeeground
tank rupiures, as well os ndictments agalnsta

i
Prosddent Joe Blden ragjodned i,
1o expand ol and gas production, and his

piadgn has vowed 1]

[Iurl\ |lu-|u|s.|||mm|[||u- two candidates on
the elimate crisks coulel not be nuuwhlh rent.
Bt e ight sk ¥
anewly reelected Tr
Faris acoord asecomd tme, (Fihe lu i e \hh-m
comtlel, ke Blden, slmply rajol
T fct, Truimap's advisors seem well sware of it
posalb Ny, They are eeportedly dealtbing execiitivie
i b LIS e just from ihe
greeamnent, but also from the Usited
marwenrk Convention ond
Tesumwlitionn on which the

Change, the
ment s built
Reversir
approval by the L
cannot be taken for gr
representation nthat chamber of oll- and gas
vich statis.
Mareover,
other bilater:

respective
ntapproaches torelning in
mikssions, Is In suspende
approachof the
il lis cap-and-trade permit
wrhen Boeder Adjust

Ereenhouse-g
i, owlng ol
il

Tt from conntles
an adeguate price onemissions.
b price belng o non-starter Inthe LS
Congress, the Bdess administration has instead
procesdisd with subsbdies for low-carhon produc
o of steed, alumbabum anc et her products,

o anel Harris conddn't differ more in their approach to the er

N

B
;

Teumg ks uinbik
rdenclly subsddie
Thie EL wenbd they
Iy full, Tl

Lat
supccessfully negotlated the
alflrming thedr oo

¥ |n|u-|s.|=.| whth elimate
(AT peot It bsns,

|,|.l_. lis CHAM 10 1S exporis
Hlatbon would result.
mogeaver, the LS and China
wnmylands &
tovwiork toget her b
Fnient by the
I ernbssbons

agereed for thee fest teme o g
heouse gases—Including methane,
il hyelroflucrocarbons used in

m-ull-l» Chlmese i

They sex

IS Tactories e o move dow
Rearning curves and cut costs in key industries that

cost ol

-

bt velibelis (EVa), Thium-kon bitteskes and

pels (which also cover solar squipment
s b Malaysla, Cambodia,
wl and Vietnamy,

b rutlomndes are offered for gyese tariif,
desmestic supply chalns, They offiet
i Chinese subsidies amd dumplng, K
welr prasluction

ol o herwise be dombnited by a strategic dval,

W
They hasld out hope of ereating scditional mams

ving feslas,
These wre worthy goals, But they come ol the
apeding climate-clnnge adapation and

eture of ale-conditboners—io it
agreemenls,

s Pumonsly lnsdsted that
mulwl ners, Ill!w LS

reneged
hivve every Incentive Iullnlllsl'wlw And Trum|
peeaposedd GO Gl on all imgsorts From Chir
wionild b nll bn Sumnylands’ collin,

it el wionilel probalily seek
tore these negotiations, al leasi ifher
st for thee Green New Deal uidile, But
v connld also domaore, She could demonstraie her
Independence from her prodecessor by wing
Pfcbem's puandshing trdfls on lnposts of Clilness:

Chinese EVs ene
Internal combustion engine
ol
from |nn|.|lllnu i -I
balconles, as

There ks wo avokling th
s the st of question that presidents are electod
1o ceckle,

v o el Tt g out eoonomical
motorsts o stick with
Taxlng Chinese
wels chisconurages Americon Bouseholds

| plg-bn paneds on thekr

1 el |In||_wuul.<! face a dile IlIIl.I..MII'\M!IIIll
e to diehde whether to priorltlze domeste

Wacturkng johs and econombe ndepende
aover the Nght agalnst climate
lee-oofT. Bt then, thls
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China should consider setting
a formal inflation target of 2%

Faced with deflation, Beiiing ought to emporver its central bank

DAMIEL MOS55
I& & Bloomberg Opinion colusmnet covering
il sconam| .

he nehingly slow pace of consumer
China has bid 1o
s s Junfow: Ut oy,

b wore moedest steps in
gt i thisin, Biita de feenncepd

B0, It's I|u| the Im lneck
expansdon of that decade when the coun
B sonred, Instead, an influentlal
nehvisor to the central bank sug
ackoptbon ol compalsory 25
i Tk wins o bidvss that spare:

- g misslon
L Thee US Federal Reserve
o] Uit figuee, bat delayed
promotneement until 2002,
Pkt st proalbeyminkers whoadhore 1o
trgets recently sulles feom much higher
thon Yees, and inlange part, asthoritles
Funibeeel tos peaet soonar biscanse ke
wiere cgnalstent]y below thelr elyjective In
pree-conel years, Cendral hankers wanded io
b convineed that the surge in lage 2021
wars real. The podnt |s that alming for a par-
theubar number delves podlcy—bothupand
dewn, Fans say that it adds predictabiliy
oo e Dong rurs; I howselhaolds and bas)
naesen lonow Che inflation goal, then they
welll aljust thelr behaviour accordingly.
Tk allapproachies, this dsn't Dawdess, 1t
it prianikshibing Investors for a justifiably
|u'4|b.l||u-|\|u'l|wm-l|||'l-1ulul|l China
tinkies i view of the bond-market rally
el B theeatened o intervene o prevent
yhelds dropping oo low, Economisis
helr “,, wegedd to refealn feom uslng ter
like "defatbon.” Colourful descriptions ol
ket weakiness can nvite reproach,
Chibnas prroblem right sow s the appo
shte of inflation, Consumer prices pleked

rane B
Farees still predomir
cos extended

2% inflation, Offcl
el by bl eals belabne a target,
e for F%in the past, theagh
ot necessarily some

{ 0t Xi llll|l|||u gets a bol of eeo
nnde ailvice, Befing s aiged —oradimon
b — o boost consaumer spessding. rein
b esports, curh overcap,
Tocal-government debd. And please tackhe
the sk ol deflation and be bess tmbd lne
ting Interest rates, China his gone

pr-o
China shonildd et 1ts central bank act freely
ta masintakn price stabllity BLEMG

aranteed superior pesformance o belng
stuck with podr cateomes. Leaclers typl
cally heistbeat whit they see as Westernerd
Hepues ke at hampering the work ssec
anni]-largest ceanony, anc some of em do
Tin that description,

e YIping, dean of
evelapmin Kling Unlversity and
amember of the PROCS monetary policy
commmlitee, so lntrlguing. W
nal o mention

Tt g, 1 B Yiping
Falls vt el bow InfTatbon trap, the conse
quences will be serious.”
A potentkal stumbling block s politics.
iral-bank independence tends to go

Ilu'n. T yons ave
ok, bt
Tretting about the political considerations
that besaet Mnance minlstess and leg
tures, Anadded advantage s thi 3
Talls, the eentral bank can be hung out to
ey, Ay inee pendentanything in Beljing ks
sroblematic; X has consolidated power
ke o beaddie sl ce Mao Zedong.

But thai shouldn' ot T thie merdt
e, Tha s rocan for ninee,
e Bank of England, For example, was
ghven an inflation objective bn 198
yours before the ny 1
ment bestowed autonon
divorced Croan borrowlng costs even b the
CONLEMpOrs In A i, the top
o ies Reserve

al

net boveto decisions, 1S Fed paolicymakers
are wary of getting Congress oflslde,
Former Fed chalr Ben Bernanke took
s gs om the Bnrgeet bn 2000, amwd mat
with resistancs: h Blnder and Mark

Spanddel wrores i thelr ook The Mydh of
iurfrﬂv.lr.lhuru' Howr Congress Governs Hhe

An dnflatbon targed for Ching aleng the
lirvess o gosals set elsewhaere Isa strede
suhstance of the idea shoubdn't be. A
e prfces aren't great for China and welgh

o the global eeon: COLOOMBERG

It’s we who nurtured this examination coaching crisis

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

el

Is & policy researcher and
corporste advisor

pereeive

sl for

nidla's copehing and
alloomed dnto & multl-Bilion-col
el we are
[TEER T
tres, miedic:
torlals have been
decadis, and we as a soclery have aciiv
nurired s beast, Yed, we now recoll as i
s somiet hing beyond ourconteol.

Let's bt hnowvest, are
when we paisdy our childoes o
s sochlly prestiglous el ||I:. likir
englmeeringand med| 3
Interests D elsewhers? W
of fumilies that borrow or pledge 1o send
ke bekils b thvesi coachl g ee
g thaat " thaey willl settbe down well
wetter thanus,” 1's easy fol
ith s thatw
o trned educatlon into
Shoath] webe sstondshed et the
conching industry ks thriving?

AT W IO a8 Ao
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i
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thon thee False Do
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steuctured i, will solve thedr Bie o

and liv
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e hng shocked as
ted, The truth s,
entrance and
winil fue

e prisacea Forall )
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e i |

Tulaned rede

]
avathin
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Interestsal e

e dhe
T sys
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Ty |....,..~|
dow
syl

1y siogularly respen- [ while
atlons of formally

thon of this sector defles |
L regulatory frameworks
Havewe really lo
it Enclinm education
aliwady sulfers under the tght gelp ofegn
aiory elites?

dlatlons In o
Foscusbing on comteol rathe
creating an environment
whiere bureascratic oversight |
cetheree averensuring hat siudemis receive
anteducation, Thess
vl e e tham just sifle
They have sctively served the | o
elltes whose Instituthons

have benefied from regulatory
everything t

it has little 1o
al-worll educatbonal meeds, the
i l|||W| sdwell-connected institutions
wo Monarksly wsdier the gulse of com
ke educational reform
Finesdd, "Tlals B lesed dovan el et bom o madi

nere [nsl Al meel regulatory
v aper bt eler lutle in
e of actual learning outeoemes, The
vesult ds a deeply Rawed sysiem where ihe
ernployabdlity of graduates is poor, Indlan
unbversithes struggle to compete globally,
el Inequities inacoess Lo quality education
el —lenefinga fow.

speense ol thee many,
Let's not forget how
il | local politeal staleholders
In thae 10808 useel edy

Hhenges
oo needs? We lave created o
ol calbed talions, termdng it bnog Rl
Medged ndustry, And now demunding gov

of engineer)
cal colleges
vons” bl o the founids
thons of capitatbon foe
M aeat sales,
Miny of these leg
Insthtutions have done everyiling they can
o cowver themselves In glory and seek
respectability, Th been generously
granted univ ullsnl.nlu\ with infMuential
Fggueres I thi cou mssoclited
with 1

Isivany wonehe

e e

ipture,

Unhealthy
expectations
of our children
have created a
monster and we
have the nerve
w toactsurprised

e and intellectual poverty? Few of
our ecducational Instittlons are counted
g e wiorld's best et her ltelloct
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it Do

students cnsnared in the
relentless eycle of exams
andl coaching s tronlling,
Tha constant pressure o
el and mect the
ademands of cosching cen
tres leads to severe siress,
anxhety and burnow,
dents endure slecpless
|1u(|||:..-|uluwmlu mm.
wirkl b, il
ever-present fearof |
Thistole environmaent st
Mees thedr natnral curlosity
aniel enithiissla eplacing
Fiwith lresd aned Inasdegquacy. Theemotlonal
cosst ks Blgh, with risbng vates of depeession
el ety among these young arners,
As a soclety, we merely applaud movies
Vikie Kt Faetory and Theee Idiots that high
Light suach lssises, ofering momeniary e
thy, Bt Tl 1o adddress systerme problems,

O eolleetive response 5 1o sclnowbedge
Wheerisls Nestingly and movean, meglecting
i urgency of meaninghil change,

The metearie dse of ediech promised to
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1o bevel the |
Tuave by
peththon and pressure.
coaching and tiltbon sector s not
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Tamilbes, often pushing them inte i
atrinor debt, while returms on investr
I education get increasingly elusive,

Treflects our collective fallure to prlor
+ genuine learming over the pursilt of
ek e anil soclinal prestige. To
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froni the uncomio
both t}

il truih ¢
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s creators and sust
yterm, Only then we hegln to
wirse oward an education system
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From EI Niiho to La Niina:
Is respite at last insight?

After a sweltering summer, recent downpours hinted of a sudden fTip of this Pacifie see-saie.

Climate change is also at work, though, so India’k rainfall piciure is getting more complex

hescorching summer that India
justtrudged past was yet another
reminder of a rapidly warming
Earth, with temperatures soaring
to almost 50° Celsius inone of our
longest heatwave spells. The coun-
try logged more than 40,000 suspected cases
ofheatstroke, with a death toll of over 100 peo-
ple. But 2024 stands out for another reason: a
shiftinthe Pacific Ocean’s see-saw of warm
and cool water along the equator, a phenome-
non that distorts weather around the globe. An
ElNifio phase that began in mid-2023 gave
Asia drierweather than usual, with weak rains
witnessed in the early part of the monsoon. By
end-May 2024, however, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) noted that this
Pacific oscillation had turned neutral, and now
it forecasts the likely development of its other
extreme, La Nifia, towards the end of August.
TheUUS National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has put anumber to it. It pre-
dicts a66% chance of La Nifia emerging during
September to November, The way this year's
monsoon roared back this month from sparse
to plentiful, though, makes one wonder if the
awaited tilt has already occurred,

Underthe sun's glare, oceanic water is
always warm close to the surface around the
equator, but the eastern end of an ocean can
still be cooler than the other (and vice-versa).
Underusual conditions, the Pacific’s warm
water moves east slowly along with the planet’s
rotation. But equatorial trade winds can blow it
west, Ina nentral seenario, these forces hal-
ance each other. If trade winds weaken, which
happens periodically, then the Earth’s spin
prevails and the ocean's warm water slops
towards the Americas, leavinga great bulk of

water on the Asian side cooler—and with less
cloud formation and thus relatively dry. That's
ElNifio. Should those winds gain force,
though, the warmth gets blown Asia’s way
instead, causing lower air pressure, more evap-
aration and heavier rainfall in our part of the
world. Thisis La Nifia. Something similar hap-
pensin the Indian Ocean, whose ‘dipole,”
which measures the heat gap between its east
and west, must also be kept track of. 1t's more
complex, but also seen to make less of a differ-
ence. An August IMD press release states that it
found the dipole neutral, areading it expects
will endure through the monsoon season. The
IMIY's map of cumulative rainfall from 1 June
to 14 August shows that most of India got either
normal or excess rain after El Nifio ended, Our
recent downpours may have been on account
of the vacuum effect of an expansive low-pres-
sure zone created by a scorching summer,
rather than a sudden shift in the Pacific see-
saw. 5o, has climate change become the domi-
nant cause of warped weather?

Maybe it always was the bigger factor. The
2021 report of the UN Intergovernmental
Panelon Climate Change was “virtually cer-
tain™ that global warming would impact ocean
conditions this century, With “medium confi-
dence,” it also held that El Nifio and La Nifa
will gain in frequency. Only 10 instances have
beenrecorded of a flip within a vear since
1950, but its rarity seems in decline. Since
Indian rainfall gets affected, complexinterac-
tions could make projections of farm out put,
food prices and overall inflation less reliable.
Our rain-deficit anxiety has been washed away
even before the start of La Nifia, which now
looks likely to aid the rabi crop. Thank warped
weather for small mercies,
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The EU's border tax poses major
challenges for Indian businesses

The compliance burden will be heavy and we must ponder fow carbon pricing here can fghten it

RNV. ANURADHA &

PRACHI PRIYA

ane, respectively, a partner, Clarus Law
Associates, and a corporate Bconam st
based in Mumbal.

h ENVs Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM) requines all
EU imports to bear the same cost
for each tonne of carbson dioxide (C02)
ermitted as those being produced in the
EU. Initially confimed tosix sectors—
iron and steel, aluminium, cement, fer-
tilizers, ebectricity and hydrogen—it will
eventually expand its coverage.

For India, the immediate impact s on
ysectors: aluminium and steel, The
s a major destination for these,
nting for about 27% of India’s
aluminium and 38% of stee] exports.

The CEAM's curvent phase, which
runs till 31 December 20025, is focwsed
omdetailed data reporting of both direct
and Incirect emissions. The former are

a

way of hydroor gas-based electricity
account for far fewer emissions, But
shifting to renewable energy is a chal-
lenge in India, given the need for
m\md-(hn ek power, mnﬁusjm.s on
of alter

im:h s hy dm gas and nLI(‘|E‘S.I'l'MJ‘ﬂ}

Obligations (RPOs) by electricity distri-
bution licensees ithe compliance trajec-
tory for which has steepened), energy
efficiency by notified industries ale-
minium and steel included), a coal
taxeson mining, ete, Most busine
have sustainability plans, We need a

55,

and unviable batter
‘T‘tu'rou.sll-naqlgmﬂcantrmp]opft’ert

of the CBAM, evenin the current

mptnrion]} pl1asn- Non-EL customers

clear methodology for assessing the
m:aulru.ntlmp]i.ci o of CO2. While it
isunclearwhether the EL will allow:
udjuslmpm.s hased onsuch iy
itcoul

2 CEAM decl,
from Indian manufacturers as further
added o dmports from Indiain
» conuntriesand supplied to EU
markets. While the Indian government
Thas indicated that it would be seeking
wabvers from the EU for Indian MSMEs,
there is no mechanism within EL's
CBEAM regulation for this,

Despite the EUTs attempt to extol the
virtues of CEAM—that it will nudge
countries to decarbonize prod
the reality is different. The EUs syste|
penalizes imported emissions at its oawn
rates. I product A produced in the ELT
and product Bmade in India each yields
thie same quantity of CO2 emisslons
dsay, 10 tonnes), CEAM requires the
impaorterof product B to pay EU author-

[
the pl rice burden of CBAM.

Diata privacy and protection: At the
end of the reporting period, the ELU will
have access to a minefield of installa-
tion-level emissions data from all over
the world. Mest of this is business sensi-
tive data, aceess to which necessarily
needs tohe restricted.

Aligvernent of fhe CBAM with India'’s
5 India is in the process of develogp-
Ing its own carbson eredit trading system
(CCTS), which can be an important
framework for carbon pricing in India.
Whether it subsumes or subsists with
existing mechanisms (such as RPO tar-
gets) remaing to he seen, It would be
useful to consider ways in which this
can align with the CBAM, and whether

impify li

ities the difference in price torne
ol CO2 paid in India and (hsl deter-
mined by the EL for its producers. Not
anly wﬂllhlsms]n'snnchlmrnrli]ms

those generated during th
processes of CBAM goods, including of
relevant precursors. Indie ihty
cover the production of electricity that
s comsumed during the production of
CBAM gosds,

CBAM levies commencing 1 January
2026 will focus only on direct emis-
slons, Their impact on aluminium from
Indlia is expected tobe in the range of
T-10% ad valorem duty. However, when
indirect emissions are included, the
impact could potentially be over 70%,
effectively closing the EL as a market
For Indian aluminium exports. Thisis

run on coal-fived electricity. Greener
sources of producing aluminiwm by

feally. it will result in

ing of the EL's carbon
veloplng countries.

While there are larger questions
aboart how this upends the balance
achleved under the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
AUKFCCC) and potentially flouts WTO
mules, pressure is building up on basi-
messes b put in place mechandsms to
comply. Ata basic operational level,
wlarity is needed on several aspects.

Arrivingata carbon price in fndia:
India does not have an explicit price for
CO2 right now, but its regulatory frame-

thi plity
Addressing these, however, are only
stop-gaparrangements. The UK will
also shortly start implementing its ver-
slonaf the CEAM, largely along EL
lines. Both the UK and EU CBAMs may
rullify the henefits of any tariff reduc-
tion and market access under free-trade
agreements being negotiated with
India. While the immediate impact may
be on aluminium and steel, CEAM's
applicability toother s will radse
rlsks for Indlan busi 5.

Certainty and pred ility are
needed for both the climate and busi-
ness climate. Mechanlsms like CBAM
arm-twist countries to follow only one
Jurisdiction’s vision aligned with its own
ndustrial intere: uch unilateralism
q

workaddresses CO2 emissions in ways
that place. licit price on emiss

eli ice to both climate justice
and economic logie

This includes Renewable Purchase
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These are the anthors personal plews.

TA !!@U&!ﬂ

Ihave no colour prejudices
nor

caste prejudices nor
prejudices. All I care to

knowisthatamanisa
human being—that is
enough for me; he can’'t be

any worse.

MARK TWAIN

-

India’s Supreme Courtis right: Exclude creamy layers

MANU JOSEPH

& & journalist, novelisr, and the
creator of the Metfix series,
Decolpled

o other nation desc 15 elite as
“creamy layer” be cream” s
enough to convey the idea of a top

layer, But this is the least of Ind ia's flaws.
A few days ago, India tried wo reform an
Injuﬁtlnemthu)msxwﬂsljlﬁllcppmgnmmp

ment against political guotas for women,
Tt is hard todispute that the way reserva-
tions have worked so far is by taking sears
From upper castes and giving them to the
privileged among oppressed castes, The

whocomsider themselves superiorio them.
In Mumbai, my maid, who was an Ambed-
karite, told me that her community would
ot m|n|.1|o with Valmikis The poorest Dialits

People who oppose this idea are uswally
privileged Dalits. What they say is thatecs
nomic progress i not asign that they are like
anyone else. They say they still face social

are less that they often b T
yitles that niman el

government thought about the Sup

Court's opinion and decided that it does not
want toantagonize ‘creamy layers of Dalits,
which isa term thatrefers to those who were
traditionally oppressed by the Hindu caste
systen, including “outcas howere not
assigned any caste. The government may

ourt benchsaid that caste | have pe but its decislon ks not
Is nost & hnmugcnmu. entity, and that the | morally sound,
“creamy layers” of oppressed castes should The Dalit community has its own caste

not be entitled to the same benefits as the
poor among them. One of the judges said,
“Putting thechildren of the parents from the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
“.Im o1 aecount ufhenprll of resﬂnaunn

drenof parents dodng manual work._ in the
same category would defeat the Constitu-
tional mandate.”

Across the world, when adisadvantaged
community is given special treatment, the
elite among them, who might even be bet-
teroffthan the traditional elite, are the first
tobenefit. Itsa way of the world; there are
novillains inthis. Thiswas, in fact, an argu-

structure, where top Dalit e treat hower
castes poorly. For instance, they don't inter-

diserimination, Even highly placed civil ser-
vantsand police officersdo. They may have

marry and some high-castes do not even
dine with lower castes. I once met a Dalit
activist who had eaten in a Valmild house-
haldd in a Gujarat village and was therefiore
denied entry toa Vankar \I]lsgp It appears

that victims of evil imil il
Feel that they atleast have mmpﬂau)gqﬂmg
It is even possible that modern Brahmins

be doing anymore, ke winlets | crackedadiffic bt they find it hard
and sewage clog-ups. rise, The social contacts
Quotas in government 5 that come easy to others
institutes and jobs have They may Stlll be don't come to them. Even
helped some Dalits who s0, why should their chil-
had a good head-start ger Vul nerable bUt dren benefit at the expense
betteroff. Insome states, a uf the children of a man
few sub-castes have fared the deplhs of into manholes
better than others. As a p,over are ﬁ:.ra]nlm,.
result, there is a lot of ty There could be anargu-
resentmentatthebotiom, — SUCH that they  ment that being middl
hiere il ol
arisen for sub-categorized must make m)omlhﬁsl'lum':u.npu-.h a
quotas. There have been Family inte poverty. But
demands that whole sub- — Walyf for others then, how would quotas
castes of [lalltei be given change middle-class fragil-
ity? Also, India's depth of
Rnﬂ-cn allnm\llhmmﬂ'natuu Butthen,a mvm'l) uiu: h that everyone who s lncky
sub-caste that | Maharash- way for those who are not.

creamy layers. The second rung hitshack at

the top rung by demanding moral conces-

sbons for all, and then everyone benefits.
Quatas for Dalits too wasa battle won for

them by their elites, It istime for thedr elites
tivlet goofthe benefir iulLbcn this depar-
e may i o

fight other hattbes for the community. They
may assimilate into the urban mainstream
and increasingly identify less with their
caste. The Dalits would then have togroom
anew elite that cares for them,
Reservations have helped many Dalits
ESCAPE fu v, bt its effect has been lim-

Ilin Karnataka,

have astronger senseofcaste-equality today | tra mlp,hlhednlngwr} wel
than some upper sub-castes among Dalits, | This is a reason why the Supreme Court
“Th Dialits Aeetoth il id

not only b mac-apo the oppression of tradi-
tiomal highcastes, butalso from other Dalits

the economic
ra category in isell exclude it
from reservations.

But there isone sound moeal defence for
the creamy layer's contention that they
shoald not be denied quota seats. Social jus
ticeooeursmot out of the geodnessof people,
bant a5 a by-product of friction between

ited in transfonming social prestige.
Bower than others isa formof poverty, and in
that, the palicy has not helped because of the

Dalits will be able 1o break into the clubs of
old elites. But then, there are very few cdubs
that can change destinies. For example, civil
services cando that. Maybe toan extent, [[Ts
iy, bt even thelr posers are waning. Clubs
are prestigions because they were clubs of
the 1|pmrr‘|sse; What ends [le-.ugp sequal-
apoor Tribal heas th

oin & cluby, it begins to lose iis ptwerm
wransform his destiny. The doors of social Hfe
areajar, but are still held by gatekeepers.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT I5 A MISSION,

— Ramnath Goenka

DEMOCRACY GETSA
CHANCE IN THREE-PHASE
J&K ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

gentle breeze of democracy has finally started wafting

across JEK with the Election Commission of India an-

nouneing assembly polls in three phases, ending October

L It s expected to strengthen after the new assembly is

constituted and J&K's statehood restored. The previous
assembly was dissolved on November 21, 2018 following the
collapse of the PDP-BJP government led by Mehbooba Mufti,
when the state was placed under central rule. The seeurity site-
ation appears much botter now with reduced militaney though
it picked up in the Jammu region in the past few weeks. Tervor
merchants and separatists have been put out of business, local
hiring of youth by mujahidesn outfits is dipping, all instite-
thons are functioning normally with no strike calls or stoning,
tourism is beoming, and the valley just witnessed the most
peacefil Amarnath yatra in recent memary Holding elections
in three phases as againet five in the provious assembly polls
1 vears ago itself isan index of the improvement in the overall
sectirity grid. Assembly eleetions could have easily been con-
dueted simultanecusly with the general elections a fow months
ago when polling was held in five phases in J&K had the Elec-
thon Commission been confident of pulling it off successfully

However, the price J&K had to pay for the turnaround was
staggering. Even fundamental rights were extinguished in
2018, making it a global human rights hotspot before the curhs
were slowly eassd. JEK's special powers under Articles 370 and
354 were smoked out by Parliament, and the state bifurcated
into two Unlon Territories. The Supreme Court took an inor-
dinately long time to adjudicate on the abrogation of Section
aT0and imposed the September 30 deadline for fresh assembly
polls Therecard turnout in this year's general elections showed
people’s urge to participate in the democratic exercise. They
defeated big hitters like Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti
while electing jailed separatist Engineer Rashid. Polling per-
centage in the assembly elections is expected to go up further
as local issues like development, prices and jobs have more
resonance among the voters than national ones,

As many as 90 seats will be up for grabs. With the polls
being held under international glare, the challenge fior the
Election Commission is to make it truly free and faic Power-
ful reglonal parties foreing multh-cornered contests add an
element of uncertainty to the wholeexercise and could leave
the field open for post-poll maneuvering.

RUPEE DEPRECIATION
SHOWS CRACKS IN ECONOMY

HE fall of the rupee against the US dollar has been ac-
centuated in the recent months with visible cracks in
some key economic indicators. The local currency is
within kissing distance of the 84-a-dollar mark. The
rupes has depreciated against the dollar by almost a
percent in the current calendar year but it may not breach
the B4 level in FY25 with the Reserve Bank of India keeping
aclose watch. The weakiness in the eurrency reflects the gath-
ering storm clowds over the Indian economy Indian exports
have been slowing for quite some time and so have FDI in-
flows. In the current finaneial year till July exports were 8%
lower than the same period previous year This is despite the
fact that services exports showed a 7% growth. FY24 saw for-
elgn direct investment in the country declining by 3.5%. For-
eign portfolio investors (FPIg) have been pulling out money
from the country thanks to an overheated equity market in
India. In Angust so far, FPIs have pulled out 32.5 billion from
Indian equities. Bank of Japan's decision to increase rates
has alsoadded to some of the capital outflow, neutralising the
impact of inelusion of government bonds in international
bond indices. The constant fear of surge in oil prices dus to
geopolitical tension will continue to put pressure on the ru-
pee. In FY24, India’s oil import bill was contained by heavily
discounted Russian erude ofl. But FY25 will be different, as
discounts on Russian oil have come down significantly
India's central bank, the Reserve Bank of India, has been in-
tervening in the currency market to moderate ripee deprecia-
tion. However, RBI has its own limits despite having at its dis-
posal a strong forex reserve, which has crossed 3675 billion. A
weaker rupee would further delay RED's easing of its monetary
policy as the central bank generally adopts a hawkish stance to
defend the currency, India’s merchandise trade deficit in July
has already tovehed a S-month high of $23.5 billion. A weak
rupee makes imports more expensive, and though exports ben-
efit from a weaker domestic curreney, if they do rise commen-
siirate with imports, the trade deficit situation could further
aggravate. Mind vou, India’s $5-trillion economy target also gets
farther away with the fall in value of the Indian rupee.

WEIRD vs FREAK SEASON

ONDAY onwards, thousands of US Democratic party del-
M egates will descend on Chieago to anoint their piek for

Novermnber's presidential election. The cholce of Kamala
Harris has already been decided by a phone vote. What re-
mains is the delicate dance of Joe Biden formally handing the
reins to Harris while giving her enough space to mark a policy
identity of her own. Apart from the joyous jamboree that is
meant to enthise the party workers, Indian small-d demo-
crats can take another leaf off the American systermn. Even if
the conclusion is foregone, the candidate will need tospell out
her policies. There ks no place for complacency

ROWTH was fine until it wasn't,
at least according to financial
markets. A few economic indica-
tors underperformed expecta-
tions, and stock market and bond
markets moved to the depressive
end of manic. Pundits coced

about 'corrections” and then panicked.

In truth, growth has been slowing for dec-
ades. A global average GDP growth rate of
anything around 3 percent is now consid-
ered acceptable. This compares to 5 percent
hetween 1950 and eardy 1870s and 3-1 percent
subsequently Recent growth is alseof poor-
er 'quality’. It is valatile, unevenly distrib-
uted and the drivers are unsustainahle.

Since the 2008 global financial erisis, BE
tivity has been driven by loosa
policy (low, zero and even negative interest
rates) and fiscal largesse, made up of tax
cuts and spending on programmes that
range from the rational to the quixotic.
Lower interest and corporate tax rates ex-
plain probably half the real growth in cor-
porate earnings over that period.

G]nhu] gmw'Lh tecame unbalanced and

dent on ing mar-
ketslike China and India, which have strue-
tural issues. Activity was based on cheap
muoney-driven speculation into real estate
and ‘growth’ stocks, such as the 'magnifi-
cent seven' focused around emergent tech-
nologies. This inflated financial asset prices
and the paper wealth of higher income sec-
tions that own them, but ineguality wors-
ened. GDF per capita increases in many

i d e h

There is an event-driven element, such
as the rebound from the contraction of the
pandemic or one-off spending on wars and
disasters. True growth relies on four fun-
damental factors now in decline.

First, demographics—rising population
and increased participation in the work-
force drives activity The world's popula-
tion doubled twice in the 20th century It
will not do so once in this century. Popula-
tion growth in advanced economies is slow:
It iis largest in geographies where pcwerty
and lack of opportunities mean their con
tribution is marginal. The global popula-
tion is also ageing, slowing spending
amd increasing the claim on income for
health and aged care. There is still scope to
increase workforee participation in some
nations, but that depends on employment
opportunities and cultural isswes. Urbani-
sation benefits have slowed.

Sacond, rising trade underpins activity
increasing markets and access fo labour
and resources. With most countries now in-
tegrated to some degree into the global sys-
tem, that too hes run its course. Concerns
about sovereignty, security, domestic job
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Growth has been slowing for decades. Recent growth is also of
poorer ‘guality’. It is volatile, unevenly distributed and the drivers
are unsustainable. But this has been ignored across the globe

ECONOMIC RISKS
HINDERING
GLOBAL GROWTH

SATYAJIT DAS
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matic changes and are unlikely to create
the

barriers, which will impede
commerce and skills transfer. This will be
fialt especially in emerging markets that are
reliant on both to drive development.

Third, as is now frequently cited, produe-
tivity improvements have slowed &s major
ome-off gains from improvement in work-
fiarce skills and tech have diminished.

Fourth, innovation is waning. A new in-
dustrial revolution, despite consultants
and futurists’ pretty presentation slides, is
not an the horizon. New technologies do
not represent the quantum leap that char-
acterised earlier episodes that introduced
electricity, internal combustion engines,
modern communication, entertainment,
petroleum, chemical and computing.

New faddish technologies are not dra-

ht-after virtuous cycle that
creates large industries and well-paid em-
ployment. Most innovation is focused on
marketing and selling existing products or
amusing us to death. Smartphones and in-
ternet connectivity that feed cheap narcis-
sism will not address urgent problems such
A5 New TesIurces, improving crop yields,
cheap clean energy and its storage.

Many technelogies such as robotics actu-
ally reduce living standards as it replaces
mast workers, Innovation now is about the
enrichment of a few people who control the
technology at the expenseof the vast major-
m( entrenching and increasing inequality.

heflagging effects of traditional growth
d.rmarswasw}md.rmv the world to finan-
cialisation and debt, which is not durahle.

THE PEACE WE FIND
AMIDST FOOD WARS

UR Tath Independence Day just
went by Each of us had our own
thoughts about the state of In-
dia, whet's good and what needs
fizing. T found myself thinking
of the hidden drama in our lives
and how [ was given peace amid
food wars that occasionally flare up.

As a Hindu today, I don’t care who eats
what. My parents brought me up on the
principle of “loko bhinna ruch?, the San-
skrit equivalent of the Latin maxim 'de
Bustibus non est disputandun’ (thers is no
disputing over taste). Whereas if weaschil-
dren said 'Chiee! Thoo!' to any food, we
heard a steady stream of mildly delivered
but wearying reproofs on how disappoint-
ugltwasmﬁndsucll judgemental people
inone’s own family at such a young age.

OF course, there wasa t. Ome
fateful summer day in the Bumbayol our
childhood, a bottle of sarsaparilla pickle
from despest South India made its way to
the teble. The moment it was opensd, my
father said, "Take it away! It smells like
cockroaches!" My mother was not amused.
Needless to say, we watched this develop-
ment with great interest. A ent had
heen sat. Although we were foolish children
in many ways, we could tell a *Thoo” and
certainty a "Chiwe” when we heard one.

This milestone event in our little lives
altered family politics forever. We were
now empowered by example, and although
the powers that were tried to reassart au-
thority by saying it was different for grown-
ups and children had to eat everything on
their plate, everyone knew the balance of
power had shifted. But the message of the
maashaali kizhangu, as sarsaparilla is
called in Tamil, stayed. It was parfectly ac-
captable to not like certain foods. But it was
unacceptable to make fun of others or
think badly of them for liking them.

My mother, a committed vegetarian and
devout Hindu, baked us cakes and pies,
made egg sandwiches with mayonnaise
and happily went out to Chinese and Mugh-
1ai restaurants with her non-veg colleagues
from Calcutta, Shillong and Delhi. They
valued their friendship more than food
rules inherited by accident of birth. The
meat-eaters never mocked my mother for
being vegetarian while she had no opinion
on their dist. It was all 'live and let live”.

When our trusted family doctor said I was
too frail and apslogetically recommended
meat broth, my practical mother did not
think twice. With the advice of Mrs Khan,
our neighbour in Bombay, the required

RENUKA MARAYANAN

FAITHLINE

kitchen equipment was set up in a corner of
our long balcony and meat soup became my
rasam. When I was officially declared fit, the
equipment was simply given away and no
more was said, although mutton-and-egg
rodls from Akbarally's famous shop would
turn upnow and then as my maother was not
entirely sure about my health.

This very mother was devoted to Devi.
She recited the ' Mahishasura Mardini Sto-
tram and ‘Maohalakshmnd Ashtakon every

0

When my father complained about
the sarsaparilla pickle's smell even
though we were scalded for such
actions, aur family politics changed
and a mew message was in place. [t
was perfectly okay to not like certain
foods. But it was unacceptable to
miake fun of athers far Liking them

day and observed the ' Varodokshimi Nom-
B’ (vrat and puja) with sincerity during
Shravan Shuklapaksh. So I too grew up be-
ing easy-going about food choices. You
could be a devout person whatever your
diet. And I would sooner eat sarsaparilla
than imagine the Universal Mother
spurned my mother for her priorities.
From food, it was a short mental step to
water: It’s generally agreed in India that
drinking water from an earthen pot rather
than the fridge makes better wellness-
sense. Along with the chemdieal contriba-
tion of the baked earth to the quality of
water and throat-friendly temperature of
water from a traditional earthen pot, there
is spmuch cultural romance sttached to it.
The simple, everyday act of drinking a
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glass of water {ideally eight) thus gets in-
wested with great charm.

All the East loves jasmine. Jasmine, that
‘hilooms so profusely in our land, velue-adds
to the pleasure of water from an earthen
pot. My grandmother floated fresh jasmine
flowers in the water every day when they
were in bloom. That delicately perfumed
water is & baautiful childhood memaory

Everyone says ‘jug’ today but I found
north and south India had different words
for the earthen pot. The north says surahi
for a spouted water pat ('su” is Turkish for
“water’) while the south says fuja’ or ke,
Persian for water pot and used for jugs
made of glass, plastic and stainless steal.

‘The word ‘Kujo’ naturally leads us to Ed-
wand Fitzgerald's 18th-century English
translation of the 13th-century Persian
quatrains called the “Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam'. In Fitzgerald's version are nine
varses called “Kuza Name' (Book of Pots)
describing Omar Khayyam's visit to a pot-
ter's shop and how some pots *spoke’ verses
with philnsophical content. Later genera-
tions have severely critiqued Fitzgerald's
translation. However, his verses were too
ardent an element of our own teens to dis-
own, especially poignant verses from the
Kuza Nama like, "Then said another, “Sure-
1y not invain, M,\'Suhslsnoeﬁmntheomn-

mon Earth was ta'en, That He who subthy
wrought me into Shape, Shnqu stamp me
‘back to common Earth again.”

‘The image of ‘pot nn.d potter’ as ‘man
and Creator’ dramatisad here is a universal
idea. It found a powerful expression in In-
dia through our classical name for a potter,
“Prajapati (All-Father'). So, when humans
“mude of clay’, consisting moetly of water,
drink from a suwrahi or kuja to replenish
themsalves, the philosophy, poetry &nd rit-
ual theatre has a perfection all its own. It
could also be our personal gesture of gently
rebuking our “Creator’ in Fitzgerald's
wiords: "0, Thou, who Man of beser Earth
didst make, And who with Eden didst de-
vise the Snake; For all the Sin wherewith
the Face of Man Is hlacken'd, Man's For-
giveness give - and take!™

(Views mre personal)
(shebabad®Tmmailoom)
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Esemved.

Empowering the individual means empowering the
nation. And empowerment is best served through ke
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rapid economic growth with rapid social change

Eil
Vajpayee

It now requires £3-5 in debt to produce an
additional §1 of GDE This meansdebt must
increase exponentially faster than econom-
icactivity until borrowing levels and sarv-
icing costs, especially at normalised inter-
est rates, become unsustainghle.

Several factors impinge upon future
growth, such aseny ironmental constraints.
Climate change is already affecting the hab-
itabilityof parts of theearth's surface, pro-
duction, crop yields and transport links.
The cost af the required energy transition
awsy from carbon-emitting fossil fuels is
estimated by the McKinsey Global Institute
at 362 trillion annually, equivalent to
around 10 percent of global GDF or half of
global corporate profits and one-quarter of
total tax revenue. The alternative is per-
haps greater expense on adaptation, suchas
relocating millions, and disaster response.

Shortages of water, food and minerals,
such as traditional energy and also materi-
als required for the energy transition, are
alresdy evident. Geopolitical tensions will
manifest in the form of greater demands
on availahle income for defence security

The impact of these factors will inter-
twine and increase over time. Conflicts
over climate change and resources cannot
be dismissed. External military adventures
to divert attention away from reduced eco-
nomis prospects are not unknowrn.

The af slower unstahl
ity extends beyond the economic. Growth
is the central assumption underlying our
palitical and social systems, It is the mecha-
nism relied upon for improving living
standards, reducing poverty, and solving
the problems of over-indebted individuals,
businesses and nations. All brands of poli-
tics and economics assume sustainable,
strong economic grawth, combined with
the belief that policymakers can control
the eeonomy to bring this about.

Unless a Zen Buddhist-like renunciation
of materialism emerges, B new volatility
enters the equation where citizens’ expecta-
tions cannot be met The body politic frac-
tures and government becomes more diffi-
cult. It requires uncomfortable coalitions.
Tenure shortens. Dissatisfied voters turn to
mureextreme leaders promising simiple sal-
vation, leading into a death spiral

These risks, building for decades, have
hean ignored. Following the sdvice of Jam-
i, the great Prussian mathematician toal-
ways 'invert’ as a means of solving difficult
problems, leaders have sought to defy eco-
nomic gravity with a variety of financisl
tricks Like a man told that he is going to die
ina particular place and tries to avoid going
there, «do not want to face the inevi-
tahbility of slower economic growth.

(Views are persorml)
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Ecoaudits
Ref: Redefiming the matwre-human comtact
(Aug 18). The environmental crisis faced
today iz multipronged. It would be good to
make 'eco awdit’ mandatory for corporates
and other business hauses. This would be a
better initiative than a limelight photoshoot
planting a sapling on special occasions like
the Weeld Eswiranment Day.
Krishnaprasad 3, Edapally
Data absence
Ref- A glass half-full or half-smpty? (Avg 18).
With the available data we can categorically say
that fartors Like [ife expectancy and zcanamic
frowth have increased substantially since
independance. But the absentz of sownd data is
animpediment to making cormect decizions.
LK, Thalassery
Doctors' strike
Ref: Dortors” strike gaing mationwide traction
(Aug 18). Heal thease services acrnss the
country were sewerely hit as doctoss halted
non-essential services in hospitals across the
country. Thiz strilie was necessary to show
their solidarity against the gruesome rape and

murdes of 2 trainee doctor in Kolkata.
PVictor Selvasaj, Palayamkottai

SC intervention

The Supreme Cowt taking swo moty copnisante
of the Kolkata rape caseis a small wictory. After
tie Kolkata police’s eignificant progress in
the case. the high court intervened to hand
oier the case to the CBI. The SC's infervention
will definitely be crucial considering the many
attempts to subdue this case.

Sumit Saha, Delhi

Another assault

The duzt has not settled on the gruesome
Kolkata howpital gang rape and murder when
news of yet another Lady doctor assaslt, this
time From Mumbai, has further escalated

the apprefensions of the already anguished
mesdical commenity. But the onus s on the
public as well to ansure that healtheare
providers are abls to discharge thes duties
without having to fear for their personal safety.
C Balaraman, Shoranue

Common god

The news about people razing down a
Kaliamman temgle in a Vellore village becavse
people from Scheduled Castes were allowed to
participate in the templz festival was painful
to read. What is there to feel prood of one's
taste as it is a chante fatos? Thers should not
be discrimination based on castes in places

of worzhip. Bod is commaon to 2l and one's.
birth should mever be considered as a factor
for woeship.

Prema P, Thanjavur
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