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On the exception to marital rape

What is the legal provision under challenge? What rights does it infringe upon and wi

tare the contentions achvanced by

coverture’ in English common law? What was the split verdict issued by the Delhi High Court in 2022 on the issue?

EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik
The story so far:
three judge Beneh headed by
Chief Justice of India (€1} DY,
Chandrachud has begun
hearing a batch of petitons
challenging the constivutional validity of
Exception 2 to Section 375 of the Indian
Penal Code, H{IPC), The challenge
also extends, by implication, to Exception
2 of Section 63 of the Bharatlya Nyaya
Santhita (BNS), 2023, which supersedes
the former proviskon, These provisions
grant legal immunity to Indian busbands
by stipulating that “sexual intercourse or
acts by a man with his wilt- provided she
s mot under 18
constitute mpe",

What do statistics say?

While data on marital rape remains
limvited due to stigma and legal barrie
wallable statistics are deeply concerning,
Data from the National Family Health
Survey-5, conducted between 2009 and
2021, indicates that nearly ene-third of
married women (18-45 years) in India
have experienced physical or sexual
violence at the hands of thelr usbancds,
Additbonally, global statisties reveal that
approximately three-quarters of all sexual
assaults transpire within intimate settings,
olten perpetrated by somecne Fmiliar w
thee survivor.

What Is the genesis of the exception?
The MRE ks a colonial relic, originating
from the "doctrine of coverture” in
English commeon law, which severely
curtailed a murried woman's legal
autenomy, As elucidated by the Supreme
Court In Joseph Shine versus Unfon of India
in 2018, this doctrine a ed that the
husbancl and wife bec single entity
after marriage, that is, “the very being or
legal existence of the woman is
suspended during the marriage, or at
beast Is incor porated and consolidated
Intex that of the hushand”,

One of the earliest instances of
codification of the MRE can be traced
back to British jurist Matthew Hale, who
wrote in a 1736 treatise that “the husband
eannot be gullty of a rape committed by
himself upon his lawiul wife, for by their
mutual matrimonial consent and
contract: the wifie has given up hersell in
this kinc unto her husband, which she
CAnne ret Tale's reasoning proved
hugely influe ncl was subsequently
addopted by several British colonles,
However, in ingland outlowed the
MEE in the landmark case of & versus R
underscoring that the common lw
doctrine no longer represented the true
position of a wife in present-day society,

What are challenges before the SC?
Section 375 of the IPC delineates seven
corditions under which sexual
intercourse is deemed rape, such as when
it pecurs without the woman's consent, or
when consent is abtained through
coercion, Those convicted are punished
with a prison term of at least 10 years,
which can be extended to a life sentence,
along with a possible fine, However, the
provision stipulites two "exceptions”,
The first exception pertains to medical
pw)ﬂ'dum As per the second exception,
Intercourse or sexual acts by a
an with his own wile" do not :uun:lhuu'
r<||u' If the wifie is over 18 years of age.
While the low indtially granted
Immaunity to husbands if their wives were
uncler 15 years old, the Supreme Court
revised this age lmit wo 18 years in
Independent Thought versus Union of India

% »

(2017). The MRE, therefore, creates a legal
fiction whereby, even ifall the elements
constituting the offence of rape are met, a
conviction cannot take place if the parties
are marrled and the wile Is over I8 years
of age. However, o married woman ean
seek recourse to other criminal law
prondsions such as Section 85 of the BNS

GETTY MAIRS

anchored in physical spaces and
institutions (such as marriage), but is
Fundamentally tied o individual
self-determination. The right is, therefore,
Inseparable from the ability to make
cholees regarding the most integral
aspects of one's body and life, In foseph
Shine, the top court built on this

which criminalises subjecting a woman to
“eruelty™, Chdl remedies can also be
availed under laws such as the Protection
of Women from Domestic Vielence Act
(2008 but they are lmied o "protection
orchers, judicial separation and monetary
compensation”, The petitioners hive
argued that the exeception i
unconstitutional since it violates a host of
fundumental rights, Foremest
them s Artiele 1 owhich guars
equal protection of laws to all persons.
The MRE creates two distinet classes of
victims of non-consensual sex by denying
married women the protection of laws
that are extended o unmarried women,
This, according to the petitoners, also
offends the principle of “substantive
equality™ by falling o address s::.-s“-luh
barrbers to ensure that all wom
regardless of thelr marital m:ux lwt'hm'
equal pritection against sexual violence,
By specifically disadvantaging married
women, the MRE vialates their right to
non-diserimination under Artiche 15(1),

Another important facet I the
purported violation of the right to privacy
and bodily integrity under Artiche 21, The
Supreme Court’s ruling in K.5.
Puttaswamy versus Union of India (2007)
not only elarified that privicy was a
fundamental right, it also affirmed the
concept of declslonal sutonomy - the
right of each individual to determine how
and for what purposes their body may be
used, As noted by constitutional law
expert Gautam Bhatla the true brillance
of Peattaswamy bes in clearly establishing
that the right o privacy Is not merely

Jurisprud by observing that nilial
structures cannot be regarded as private
spaces where constitutional rights are
violated™ and that dong so is “to obstruct
the unfolding vision of the Constitution.”

What are the judiclal precedents?
In March 2022, the Kamataka High Court
in Hrishikesh Sahoo versus State of
Karnataka and Others ruled that a
married man can be prosecuted for
raping his wife, Relying on a 2003 report
authored by the Justice 15, Verma
Committee, which recommended the
abolition of the MRE, Justice M,
Nagaprasanna reasoned that no legal
exception can be so absolute as o licence
crimes against soclety, However, Instead
of striking it down, he made the
exemption inapplicable in cases nvohing
the commission of heinous sexual
affences by husbands against their wives,

The case stemmed from a 2007
complaint by a woman against her
hushand, Hrishikesh Sahoo, accusing him
of eommitting multiple sexual offences.
He was also charged with sexual assault
under the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act, 2002 (POCSO) for
abusing their daughter. An appeal was
subsequently fled challenging the High
Court's decisbon resulting in an interim
sty belng imposed by o Bench headed by
farmer CJTNV. Ramanna, In an affidavic
fled before the top court, the Karnataka
govermment, however, endorsed the High
Court's ruling,

In May zuu thie Delli High Court
rendered a split verdict on this issue.

Justice Rajiv Shakdher deemed the MRE

unconstitutional, asserting that it violabes
a worman's bodily autonomy and
expression. He characterised the
exception as “steeped in patriarchy and
mibsogyny,” adding that “the clagsiication,
in my opinkon, is unreasonable and
manifestly arbitrary as it implies tha
foreed sex outside marriage constinutes
‘real rape, whereas the same act within
marriage does pot” Comversely, Justice C,
Hari Shankar opined that within
marriage, sexual relations are a
“legitimate expectation” making the MRE
legal. “Introducing, into the marital
relationship, the possibility of the
hushand being regarded as the wife's
raplst, if he has, on one or more
oceashons, sex with her without her
comsent would, in my view, be completely
antithetical to the very institution of
marriage, as understood in this country,
both in fact and in law”, he reasoned,
Folbowing this split verdict, the
petittoners moved the Supreme Court,
which elubibed together all petitions
related to the MRE in January last year,
While an authoritative pronouncement is
awalted, the top court in 2022 recognised
fior the first time that "sexual assault by a
man against his wife can constitute mpe”
in a separate case concerning an
urimarrbed woman's right to seek medical
tern fon of pregnancy, A Bench led by
Chief Justice Chandrachud underscored,
"W woukd be remiss in not recognising
that intimate partner violenee bs a reality
and can take the form of rpe. The
misconeeption that strangers are
exclusively or abmost exclusively
responsible for sex alnlpm'lnh'lla.uml
viodence is o deeply regrettable one”,

What has the Centre stated?

The Union government's litest Supreme
Court affickavit is the first time that it has
an record opposed the striking down of
the MRE, During the proceedings before
the Delhi High Court, the government hiad
sl that the "lssue needs wider
comsultations” and that a review of
existing eriminal liws was pending at that
time, Drawing from Justice Shankar's
apinion, the Centre has argued that
marrlage creates "a continuing
expectation of reasonable sexual access”
which is absent in the case of a stranger
or of ancther intimate relationship. While
acknowledging that a man has no

funda al right to violate his wife's
consent, it has contended that classifying
such acts as "rape” is “excessively harsh”
and "disproportio LIt has also
apprised the court that criminalising
miarital rape would affect the sanctity of
the institution of marriage and potentially
result in false allegations of marital rape,

Would a ‘new” offence be created?

A pivotal question befare the top court is
whether striking down the MRE would
result in the ereation of a new olfence, as
it would allow for the prosecution of
hushands who engage in non-consenswal
s with theeir wives, Justice Shankar, in
his opinion, responded in the affirmative
and cautioned that there s an “absolute
proseription” against this since such an
authority rests exclusively with the
legislature, However, sendor advocate
Rebecca John argued before the Delhi
High Court that deeming the exception
unconstitutional would mot create any
new offence, as the offence already
exists— rather, it would simply revoke the
legal immunity presently enjoyed by a
specific clss of indiiduals, In
Independent Thought, while radsing the
age for the application of the MRE from 15
1o 18 years, the top court noted that "by
partly striking down Section 375 [PC, no
new offence s being created”,

akeholders? What is the ‘doctrine of
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Has the Congress internalised its message of social justice:

| PARLEY |

he Congress' social justice platform,
centred around the call for equal
representation at the caste-Jevel and a

nationwide caste census, has been
hailed after the Lok Sabha elections this year,
But within four months of the general election
results, the results of the Haryana Assembly
polis have raised questions about how well this
messaging has percolated to the lower rungs of
the party organisation. Has the Congress
internalised its message of social justice? Sudha
Pai and Aditi Marayani Paswan discuss the
question in a comversation moderated by
Abhinay Lakshman. Edited excerpts:

Since the run-up to the Lok Sabha elections,
the Congress has been talking about social
justice, equal representation, and caste
census. We just saw the results of the
Haryana Assembly elections. To what extent
do you think that messaging has actually
gone down with voters, especially Dalits?

Sudha Pai: The sociopolitical context is
different in general elections and Assembly
elections. The Congress adopted a shghtly
different strategy this time. It spoke of social
justice, Dulit votes, etc., but at the same time, it
did not mobilise the Dalits as much as it should
have. There were two reasons for this. First, the
party depended on Bhupinder Singh Hooda, a
Jat, a great deal, and the Dalits did not want to
put up with Jat dominance. The second is the
manner in which senior Dalit leader Selja
Kumari was treated; that affected the Dalit vote,

There was a bit of overconfidence that the
Dialit vote would go to the Congress, In the 2024
elections, the impact of the INDIA bloc was
different in different States. In Uttar Pradesh, the
Samajwadi Party did well. In Haryana, the
Congress and the BIP got five seats each, But
later, for the Assembly polls, the BIP was able to
gear up, mobilise, and use a certain kind of
strategy which got it more Dalit votes,

Aditi Narayani Paswan: During the Haryana
Assembly elections, the BJP was micromanaging
at the block level. In Haryana, there is the Braj
belt, the Jat belt, etc. The BJP kept the social
compasition in mind. While it was working on
social engineering, it also made sure thar it fully
catered w the local people and their
representation in the organisation. This was
missing in the Congress.

Also, people are now moving away from
dominant representation. The Congress created
disenchantment among the Dalits. It played the
caste and Constitution card in national paolitics,
which helped it. But at the ground level, Dalits

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi (centre) with former Haryana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and party MP Kumar Selja in Ambala. am

are more concerned about local issues.

The Congress chose to leverage certain
movements to consolidate votes. How do you
read those choices in Haryana?

ANP: There are 17 reserved seats in Haryana, Of
them, the BJP won eight and the Congress won
nine. Of the 17, 911 seats were given to non-Jatav
and non-Chamar Scheduled Castes (SCs). The
BIP consolidated the non-dominant Dalit vote by
putting up non-dominant Dalit candidates in as
many seats as possible. Voters chose the BJP
because of this. They felt that they would have a
better voice in the functioning of the state
machinery. Second, even the Jat vote was split
because within Jats, there are three-four fronts:
the Chautala front, the Hooda front, etc.

Then there was the geographical factor. The
BIF won 18 urban seats and also had a higher
vote share in urban and semiurban seats. lssues
such as Agniveer, the farmers’ agitation, the
strugples of the wrestlers, ete. were centered
arcund the rural parts of Haryana.

SP: 1 think the Congress made two mistakes:
institutional and strategy-related. In terms of
institutional, there was public infighting in the
party. Apart from the Hooda and Selja Kumari
groups, there were other groups within the
Congress. This is not a united party. Whereas, in
the BIF, we see unhappiness due to ticket
distribution, but ultimately everybody settles
down because there is very strong leadership.
In terms of strategy, the Congress did not
realise that we cannot now look at Jats and SCs
as blocks. Or even farmers, for that matter.
There are differences and categories within
them; all Jats don't vate the same way. The BJP
mohilised all the non-Jats against the Jats, And
the party did this quietly. The Congress did not
realise that depending on the Jats is not going to
help it because M. Hooda has now become

oo

With the Congress preaching about caste,
Kumari Selja should have been given more
respect. right? For two weeks, she could not
even campalgn.

ADITINARAYANI PASWAN

unpopular. The BJP targeted the non-Jats and
the Other Backward Classes (OBCs). It made
MNayab Singh Saini the Chief minister. So, it had a
broad strategy of getting support from Dalits,
EBrahmins, and OBCs, which enabled it to win
maore seats, whereas the Congress narrowed
down on Jats and Dalits alone.

Just ahead of the elections, the Supreme
Court cleared the decks for SC
sub-categorisation. The Nayab Singh Saini
government acted fast, set up a commission,
and promised sub-categorisation withina
wieek, On the other hand, Congress was not
decisive enough on this. To what extent do
you think this allowed for the SC vote to
swing towards the BJP?

SP: Sub-categorisation has become important.
There are a kot of difficulties in doing this, You
need data, a caste census, etc. But on the
ground, there are two reasons why it appeals to
the poorer Dalits. The first is rising aspirations —
better education and better jobs in better-paying
sectors. The second is rising poverty.

This was a missed opportunity for the
Congress because it has been talking about a
caste census, It should have noticed that in
Haryana, the 5Cs are very unhappy because not
omly is there high unemployment in general, but
there is high unemployment among the 8Cs, The
BJP was very quick on the uptake. Although
having said that, the BIP has publicly not said
anywhere at the national level that it agrees with
what the Supreme Court said or that there
should be sub-categorisation.

Why then do you think the BJI went hard on
this knowing that it could possibly play into
the hands of the Congress’ messaging of a
caste census?

ANP: First, principally I do not agree with
sub-categnrisation because in the absence of
empirical evidence, it is difficult to define who is
a privileged Dalit and who isn't. Without any
data, this is further going to just weaken the
national Dalit discourse. Only now people from
My community are gearing up to be a part of
this national imagination/discourse. Mere
tokenism was always there, since 1952

Having said that, the politics of
sub-classification played a very in
for the BJMs victory in Haryana. B
message, the non:Jatavs and non-
Valmikis {also a significant non-dk
community) voted for the BJP. Th
could not understand this. The Cr
spake about the Constitution, whi
went on the ground and did it [se
committes for sub-categorisation|

As you both said, the heterogen
groups was key in strategising f
There was messaging about equ
representation from top Congr
such as Mallikarjun Kharge, Ra
and Privanka Gandhi Vadra. So
wrong in internalising this soci
messaging that seemed to have
the Congress in the Lok Sabha

SP: 1 dom't think it has been inter:
State units and definitely not in H
Congress gave a free hand to Mr. |
same thing happened in Madhya |
Kamal Nath. You see, then it beco
that is run by a smaller group. If
leadership had been more active |
strategy and ticket distribution, th
have been mare successful. Yes, F
did try in the last few days along ¥
Gandhi Vadra. But I think it was t
It should have been consistently i
fromm the beginning and the party
had a more broad strategy than ju
depended on the caste strategy of
fram Jats and the Dalits, but the p
really work out how it would be a
support and what the messaging :

ANP: The Congress preaches abeo
is groat to see Rahul Gandhi have
consciousness, It built narratives
bt in practice it was missing. Drus
Sabha elections, the regional part
the flag bearers of the Constitutio
Congress. That is why we saw the
quite well. With the Congress pre:
caste, Ms. Selja should have been
respect, right? For two weeks, she
even campaign. This clearly senc
that the Congress was sidelining a
bigger narrative then came

Congress had ignored the Dalit le:
Haryana, which led to the party's
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The fading allure of
media endorsements

a houses in the US. be endorsing political candidates? The

PICTLRE OF THE WEEK

o is gaining more traction with every election cyele

th, the editorial board of
' Yok Times endorsed De-
- presidential nominee,
keeping with the tradition
semnents of political candi-
n, for that newspaper, in
rsement was uneguivocal,
ew of The Times that there
arity about “the only pa-
v president.”

and, it is hard to disagree
ment of the newspaper of
Harris’s Republican rival,
has degraded the quality
ermoctacy by challenging
ion result and playing a
| insurrection against the
tington, DC; undermined
oms by attempting to sub-
naged the U.S's standing
tage through his reckless
reign policy; and repre-
eader who has racked up
Congressional impeach-

candidates, and parties?

These questions are paining greater sa-
lience with each election cycle. While it
will continue to endorse presidential can-
didates, The Tintes had earlier announced
that it will no longer endorse candidates
in Senate, congressional, and state legis-
lative contests. In doing so, the newspap-
er joins peers such as the Miami Herald,
the Chicage Tribune, the New York Daily
News, and The Demmver Post, which are
marving away from the tradition of endar-
SEMent, seen in some quarters as archaic.

The media endorsement that stood
out most during my tenure as U.S. corres-
pondent of this newspaper was of Demo-
cratic nominee Hillary Clinton by more
than 50 publications in the run-up to the
2006 elections. While five media houses
backed the "none of the above" option,
only two endorsed Mr. Trump, who even-
tually went on to win the election.

Yet, the remarkable transformation of
the media landscape for election cam-
paigns had bepun much earlier, with the
2008 presidential run of Barack Obama,
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Battle of wjﬁs

will witness intense political battles

ssembly elections in Maharashira and
Jharkhand in Nevember will, yet again,
test the mettle of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (EIP) and the Congress, and the respective
regional parties, just weeks after the elections in
Haryana and Jamemu and Eashmir, By-elections in
three Lok Sabha constituencies and 48 Assembly
segments across States have also been an-

A modified UBI policy may be more feasible

he idea of a Universal Basic Income
(LB keeps surfacing from time
time, A recent report by the

International Labour Organization
talks about how jobs growth has been ligging
globally due to automation and Artificial
Imtelligence, and notes the massive problem of
youth unemployment in India, The phenomenon
of jobless growth, where productivity rises but
job ereation lags and contributes w the alarming
trend in inecuality, has rekindled interest in a UBI
as i component of a social safety net across the
world,

‘There was a fair bit of discussion surrounding
LB in Inclia a few years ago, with scholars and

The political landseape in b

has been reshaped thoroughly since the 2009
election. The Shiv Sena and the Nationalist Con-
press Party (NCP) have split, with one faction
each in alliance with the BIP and the Congress,
The ruling Mahayutl, which the BJP is a part of,
ended up with I7 of 48 seats in the 2024 general
election, while the Maha Vikas Aghadi, of the
Congress, the Uddhay Thackeray faction of the
Sena and the Sharad Pawar faction of the NCP,
won 29, Since then, the ruling alliance has tmken
several measures o gain more ground, Following
the lutest decision by the outgoing Eknath
Shinde-led government hours before the election

was & comy toll waiver
for light motor vehicles was announced, Chas-
tened by the Haryana election results, the Con-
pgress has toned down its hype in Maharashm, It
has appointed senior leaders w oversee the cam-
paign in various reglons of the State. In Maha-
rashira and Jharkhand, the BIP has had iis sirate-
By in place well in time, overseen by veterans
who command authority.

The JMM-bed ruling alliance in Jharkhand,
which the Congress is a part of, and the Mahayut
are betting on women voters (o ensure another
term, Both governments have introduced cash
dole schemes for women. In Jharkhand, the BJP
campaign @5 built on corruption all

F ;lehntlrug whether it is worth

I g some inefficient welfure sch with
direct Inuunw transfers to the poor, The idea
Eained significant attention after the 201617
Economic Survey of India recommended
considering UB as a potential policy. 1t was
argued that investments in the JAM {Jan-Dhan,
Aadhaar, Mobile) infrastructure hive also made it
Feasible to implement direct benefit transfers
(DETs) o beneficiary bank accounts,

A UBI and modifications

Whether it is a tool 1o deal with unemployment
or with poverty - and the two are not unrelated -
a question that often comes up is this: should
Il acdopt some version of UBI o deal with
these challenges?

Now, o policy can be debated in terms of

i and y. Something that is
Feasible may not be the mmt desirable policy as
one may have different policy priorites. The
argument that we should have policies o boost
employment growth or deal with the slack
dhemnund for mass consumption goods that comes
with rising unemployment or that we need
universal basic services are all valid points, But as
critiques of a UBL, they are misplaced, as at best,
itis a policy to help people cope with the

against State Chief Minister Hemant Soren as well
as demographic shifts which the party attributes
o the alleged entry of people from Bangladesh,
Mr, Soren accuses the BIP of misusing central in-
vestigating agencies to implicate him, He is de-
pendent on tribal consolidation, but that alone is
not sufficient, Nearly three-fourths of the Suae's
populition are non-tribal, and the BIMs focus is
on consolidating the Hindus among them, The
tribl population is shrinking, but linking this w
Bangladesh while overlooking the lssue of inter-
State miur:umn bBa classic BJP playbook tactic,

i the Other Clussas,
a ﬁrmg)' that warked in its Fwvour in Haryana, is
what the BIP is aiming for in Jharkhand and Mah-
arashira. The Congress and its regional allies are
at risk of being overdependent on Marathas in

anl triks le in 1

The endgame

The US, district court injunction against
Google could end its app dominance

hie recent injunction issued by US. Dis-

I triet Judge James Donato, which forces

Google to open up its Android platform

o third-party app stores and alternative payment

options, marks a critical junciure in the ongoing
legal dispute b Alphabet’s subsi

of » Palicies need o
be evaluated with u«pcct o the specific
problems that they are designed to address,
which in turn correspond to specific social
objectives. For example, investing in better
transportation is a great policy o improve
productivity and mobility, but it is not fair o
criticlse it as it will not directly deal with poverty.
5o, a UBL should be evaluated as a safety net
palicy.

At the sume time, something that is desimble
may not be fepsible from a budgetary point of
wiew, Even if one were to agree that a UBL is
Indeed desirable as a social safety net policy, it
may not be feasible given budgetary constraints,
The real question is this: is a modified and less
ambitious version of a UBL worth exploring?

Im this context, some terminological confusion
prevails, It mlglll':l:puar that some forms of a UBL
already exist in India, such as cash transfer
schemes for farmers and women. While these are

Maitreesh Ghatak

Professar of
Ecanomics, Landan
Schaol of Ecanamics

As @ core ssue
Is financlal
Teasitiliey, what
may work best
I India s using
a modified
oliiey as a hase
w which other
transfer poliches
can be added

as and when
appropriate

cash transfer schemes, a UBL, by definition, must
be universal, Le., not targeted o any specihe
group, A comparison with other forms of safety
net policies is fair, and indeed necessary. These
could be policies that are targeted to specific
demographic groups such as women or the
elderly, or those that are contingent on certian
socio-eeonomic eriteria being met (firmers, the
unemployed, the poor), or those that are in-kind
rather than cash (the Public Distribution System)
or these that are conditional on being willing 1w
work (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme or MGNREGS) or
sending chikdren to school {mid-day meals),

For a given budget devoted to direct transfer
schemes or social safety net policies, the choices
are determined by various considerations. 1s the
ol to provide a safety net or minimum
consumption support or long-term poverty
alleviatlon? Are certain groups more vulnerable
and require more assistance? Is it a remote rural
area where in-kind assistanee would be more
helpful t the poor? Does limited state capacity
mean inelusion and exclusion errors make
means-tested programimes not very effective 1o
target the poor, or, in addition, be subject 1o
bureavcratic delays, glitches and corruption?

State and central schemes
In recent years, India has already implemented
imcome transfer schemes as part of its
anti-poverty strategies, especially in the
agricubture sector, In early 2018, Telangana
launched the Rythu Bandhu Scheme (RBS), which
gave farmers unconditonal payments of 4,000
per acre, This approach was soon replicated at
both the State level (the KALIA or Krushak
Assistance for Livelilood and Income
Augmentation programme in Odisha), and at the
national level (the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi Yojana, or PM-KISAN). The PM-KISAN, of
200815, initdally provided 26,000 per year o
small landholding frmers, but was later
expanded o cover all farmers, excluding
Income-taxpayers and those not engaged in
Farming. By 202021, the scheme aimed 1o cover
arcund 10 erore farming households, with an
estimated cost of T75,000 crore, roughly 0.4% of
Gop,

Despite the programme’s scale and relative
success, isiwes such as incluslon and exclusion
errors persist, mainly due to logistical challenges
sueh as Andhar verification and

A common reaction to such a proposal is 1o
question why the wealthy should also receive a
basic income. However, this viewpoint
misumderstands how tax and beneht systems
operate. In any advanced economy, individuals
paty taxes and receive some form of government
support, suich as child benehits, depending on
thelr cirewmstances. What ultimately matters is
their net income. Similarly, wealthier individuals
wiould pay far more in taxes than the amount
they would receive from a UBL

A possible scheme
However, where the case against a UBI scheme in
Irvclin has valiclity is financial feasibilivy, UB
proposals often suggest lirge transfers,
amounting o 3.5%- 1% of GO, which would
either require cutting other anti poverty
programmes or drastically raising taxes. A more
feasible approach would be w adopt a limited
universal income transfer scheme, This writer,
with economist Karthik Muralidharan, his
explored such a policy that is pegged at 1% of GDP
per capita, This would provide approsimately
Tl per month o every citizen (or roughly 1500
amonth a household), which works out t be
similar to that of PM-KISAN, It can be
implemented simply by roughly doubling the
budget for PM-KISAN and making it universal,
which means it would reach not only farmers but
also kindless Inbourers, who are ofien poorer, I
one thinks the amount is too lietle, recall that the
Tendulkar poverty line, at 202223 prices is
around £1,500 & month in rural areas and 21,850
in urban areas - or an average of 1,600,

This approach could also simplify

i by 5 eligs
verification costs. However, there are still
logistical challenges such is ensuring access (o
c:mhﬂul points (COPs), minimising network :lnd

ic authentication failures, and add)
issues with electronic payment devices. These
last-mile delivery problems need to be addressed
tor ensure the success of universal income
transfers in India,

Glven the fiscal constraings that State and
central governments face, it is natural to be
seepical of new policies when other policies that
are somewhat similar are already in place, But in
my view, having a modified UBI policy, as
described above, as a buse 1o which other
!ramftr policies can be added, as and when

Banks, It is to overcome limitations such as these
that the propesal to make them universal,
covering all citizens, has been propesed.
Universal income transfers offer several
ges, They reduce adminkstrati 15
associated with g and i

Lat women), and feasible is a
utmd madel. For example, the MGNREGS
provides 100 days of employment bat may
exclude those unable o work, such as the elderly
or the disabled. Combining MGNREGS with a
m;ww LB seheme coubd ensure

errars, Since the transfers are universal, fewer
imtermediaries are involved, lowering the chances
of leakage. Universal transfers also avoid work
disineentives often associated with targeted
PrOgramimes,

umupal The COVIDAS pandemic underscored the
point that income and in-kind transfers are
complementary, For example, income is critical
during supply chain disruptions, and food access
Is essential when people lick purchasing power,

India’s SDG focus and

n September 9410, 2023, New Delhi
0 hosted the G20 Summit, which resolved
o accelerate the full and effective

my fon of the UN Agenda 2030 for

Tencent-backed Epic Games. This Law-
suit, which began in 2020, after Google removed
Epic's popular game Fortnite from the Play Store
for vielating its payment terms, has farreaching
implications for how the Android app ecosystem
functions, Epic bypassed Google's rules by mak-
ingg users pay the publisher directly, triggering
the battle. Judge Donato's ruling, set to take effect
in November, orders Google to halt practices that
T limited com petition, such as paying compa-
nies to lawnch apps exclusively on its market:
place or preinstalling Google Play on new devie-
es, It also mandates Google o allow rival app
stores (o be featured on its Play Store and for app
developers to show alternative payment systems,
For three years, this infunction will reshape how
Google operates its marketplace, creating space
for inereased competition in the Androld ecosys-
tem, But Google argues that these changes pose
risks to user privacy and security and could lmit
developers' ability to promote their apps. Howey.
er, the injunction does allow Google to retain
some control over security, but the ruling sends a
clear message — it is tme for Google to change
how it governs the Androbd ap) marlwtplm.-,

At the core of the battle is the "Google tax,” a
15%-30% commission the company charges app
dcwlnrnvr! for transactions made through apps
fromm Play Store, bringing in billions each year for
Google, During the trial, it was revealed that Goo-
gle had cut special deals with major developers,
iw:ludill* Spotify and  Tinder-owner  Match
Group, allowing them to pay lower commissions,
This further fuelled claims of unfair practices in
the app marketplace, Judge Donato’s injunction
i about much more than just commissions, It
strikes at the heart of how tech giants use their
platforms to maintain dominance.

On 1819,
20, an “SDG Summit” was convened at the
United Nations headguarters w follow up and
review the implementation of the Agenda and the
progress of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG8Y. A “Summit of the Future” wok place on
September 2223, 2024, at the UN headquarters o
build upon the SDG Summit 2023 and s
commitments by member nations,

In this eontext, examining India's progress in
human development since 1990, bused on the
UNDPMs Lutest Human Devele it Report
(HIDR), bs valid. As said by Nobel lureate Amartya
Sen in his book, Development as Freedom,
“development is a process of expanding the real
freedoms that people enjoy”, In his ‘capability
approach’, the basic concern of human
development is ‘our capability to lead the kind of
lives we have reason to value'. Freedom from
bunger and ilkhealth on the one hand and gender
and income equality, and access to quality
education on the other hand lead o the
achievement of human development, and,
consequently, to sustainable development,

Development and the SDGs

The Human Development Index (HDE developed
by the UNDI* has three dimensions: long and
healthy life (measured by life expectancy at
birth; knowledge (expected years of schooling
and mean years of schooling), and a decent
starwlard of living (income per capita). All the
three dimensions are much related 1o some of the
key S[MGa: SDG-3 (good health); SDGA (quality
education); SDG-5 (gender equality); SDG-8

Efivilan G5,
Directar and
Prolessar, ICFAI
Schaol of Social
Selerces, Hyderabad

Countries that
aspire o
achieve
stalnable
duwhmmwu
needl 1o take
steps o hoost

its human development issues

development need to take approgriste measures
1o oot human development,

The HDR 202324 places India in the ‘mediem
human development category” with a human
development index (HDD value of 0,644, India
ranks L34 out of 193 countries. The HDD value was
stagnant in 200920, at 0,638, and fell to 0,633 in
2021, It improved to 0644 in 2022, In this report,
some of India’s neighbouring countries have
better HDN ranks — Malaysia (63); Thailand (66);
China (75); Sri Lanka (78); Indonesia (112); Bhutan
(125), and Bangladesh (1203,

The HDR also presents interpolated consistent
data which can be used to compare HDI values
aeross years and countries, India saw its HDI
wvallue Increase by 48.4%, from 0434 in 1990 w
0644 in 2022, As for HOH rankings, during
20052022, India improved by four ranks, while
neighbouring countries such as Bangladesh and
Bhatan improved by 12 and 10 ranks, respectively,
Chira improved by I8 ranks, India’s human
development initiatives lagged behind during
201522, One of the reasons for the slow growth is
the COVIDHIS panchemic and its impact on
dimensions of human development such as
education and income,

Gender gaps

Thee HDR also presents the Gender Development
Indlex (GDD) for 193 countries, It measures

[: des i human develop by gender, The
m]xn‘t containg HDI values estimated separately
for women and men, the ratio of which is the GDI
watlue, The closer the ratio is to one, the lesser the
gap there is between women and men,

Among the 42 ‘medium human development
countries' 1o which India belongs, there are only
seven with low equality in HDI achievements
between women and men. These countries, with

Morocoo, the Syrian Amb Republic, and Kiribati.

Indlia his ome of the langest gender gaps in the
Labour Foree Participation Rate (LFPR) a 47.6
percent paints difference between women
(28.5%) and men (76.1%), Female labour force
participation rate in India is very low when
compared to many countries, more so when one
compares it with India's neighbouring countries
where in China it is 53.6 %, Bhutan 53,5 %, and
Bangladlesh 39.2%.

In the latest Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) 202223, published by the Ministry of
Statistics and Program Implementation, around
A% females of working age (15 years and whove)
wiere in the labour Foree in 2005229, it was 23,3%
in 2007-18. However, there i a huge gap in female
labour force partici pation in nural and urban
areas. While the female labour force participation
rate in rural areas increased from 24.6% in 200718
tov 41.5% in 202223, there is only @ marginal
increase in urban areas (From 20.4% to 25 4%),
This is a matter of concern that requires further
research and in-depth study aimed at feasible
policy initiatives,

Income inequality
Inv aclelition o the gender gap in income,
inequality of incomes is also on the rise. India is
one of the countries where income shares held by
the richest 1% is very high (20.745) compared w
Banglacesh (11.6%), China (15.7%), Bhaian (18,1%),
and Nepal (975, Income inequality in India is
also higher than the world average of 17.5% and
the South Asin average of 19.6%, Most
importantly, income inequality is also higher
than other regional groups such as East Asia and
the Pacific (16.5%) and Europe and Central Asia
(15.7%),

India needs (o adidress these gender

its payment systems and restricting alternative
options, Google has long held dis mpﬂ'tlnnule
power over app developers, Trl

upheld, could dismantle this dominance, By
mandating that G:;ﬁ:lu open its platform to third-
party app stores and payment systems, the court
seeks 1o introduce fairness to a market that has
been controlled by a single player for toa long,
For end consumers, the real impact could be felt
in the form of kower costs for paid apps and in-
app purchases, When developers are no longer
subject to Google's hefty commissions, those sav-
ings could be mmﬁi dhown to users. Ultimately,
this ruling could signal a shift toward more tran-
sparent and fuirer business practices in the tech
inclustry, and push giants o reconsider how they
operate in the global digital economy.

K

»

faces a sort of isolation in
the comity of nations on the
Issue, That India and
Canada have both recalled
some of their core consulate
staff signifies a total
collapse of diplomacy. Both

Canada alone has not
accused India of dark
deeds. The U5, too has
levelled similar allegations.
The Washington Post
suggesting the imvelvernent
of some in the top Indian

intemnational campaign to
ensure accountability from
Canada, India would have
to first show its readiness to
cooperate with Canada,

Muralidhara Acharya,

Bengahur

16) — that they are being
carried out unscientifically,
After the fiasco in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, the
exit polisters got it all wrong
again in the Haryana
Assembly elections. The

e

political exercise should

(decent work) and SDG-10 (reduced ineguality), human absolute deviation from gender parity of mone issues and g inequality in
Clearly, countries aspiring 1o achieve sustainable development than (0%, are India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Uganda, order tnu:.l\il.w.- the SDGs,

oo LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Row with Canada sides need to lower their leadership adds a new [Exit polls Mews Broadcasters & Digital | Rains and the clty
With the four other partners | pitch Our External Affairs dimension to a very One is in agreement with Association and other The scare over a 40 cm
in the Five Eyes Minister, a career sensitive lssue. the Chief Election stakeholders concerned deluge in Chennai may have
‘Anglosphere’ intelligence diplomat-turned-politician, 5K Choudhury, Commissioner of India and need to take corrective subsided, but the city has
netwark rallying around has to admit his own failure [ Bengahury his views on exit polls ("CEC | measures as such poll atill not passed the test
Canada in its diplomatic in preventing the situation slams exit polls, early trends | exercises raise public even in the 7 cm of rain that
row with New Delhi, India from getting so ugly. Before starting an on TV channels”, October expectations. This wasteful fell. Officials have again

highlighted the ‘plastic

perhaps make way for a menace’, It is still not oo
more democratic and late to use drones to map
productive discourse on the flooded areas and take
prime time television, cofrective measures,
Dr, Thomas . s
Vellore, Tamil Nadu Chnnal

A

coverage for different vulm'mmc o
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Development and its discontents

Residents and activists are protesting against infrastructure projects in Mumbai and i

ts surrounding areas citing disregard for environmental regulations and lack of inclusive planning.

Depletion of mangroves and dwindling fishing spots have sparked concerns among fisherfolk, who fear displacement and feel their livelihoods are being threatened, finds Purnima Sah

cM
K

construction sites across the city and the

Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR),
heralding the ambitious drive of India’s financial
capital towards workd-class infrasinscture,

For the city’s fisherfolk though, this dcw.-lni:j-
ment comes at a cost, Hitesh Koli, a 35-year-ol
fisherman from Gavhan village in Ulwe taluka,
Navi Mumbai, 35 km from Mumbal, liments,
“We, the Kolis, are the original inhabitants of this
region, yet no development project so far has
prioritised our well-being.” Concerns over dwin-
dling fishing spots and destruction of mangroves
to pave the way for infrastructure projects have
ignited anger among members of his community,

Before the establishment of the Jawaharlal
Nehru Part Trust (INPT) 40 years ago, Koliwadas
(hshing communities) in Gavhan (9,000 resi-
dents), Hanuman (4,500), Uran (6,000, Belpada
(4,000), and Sewa (5,000) could fish within a 4-
km radius of Gavhan, Uran, or Nhava Sheva
creek, Now, they must travel 27 km o Thane
creek, “JNPT initially destroyed mangroves and
marine life, then came projects like the Mumbai
Trans Harbour Link (MTHL) and the Navi Mum-
bai International Airport (NMIA). MTHL alone
destroyed lakhs of mangroves, decimating ma-
rine lite, Over the years, we've lost 90% of our
fishing spots due w such projects,” Hitesh says.

Generations of Kolis and tribal people have
lived along Mumbai's coast, relying on hshing for
survival, For them, mangroves are sacred as they
provide protection from natural calamities and
resources for sustenance, Parvatl Hadal, a 32-
year-old member of the Warli tribe, an indige-
naus community of about 6,000 people, exem-
plifies this legacy, with all 12 members of her fa-
mily in Madh Island engaged in fishing,

In Seq the Bril imbai
Corporation (BMC) approved a ¥3,246- crore
flyover connecting Madh lskand and Versova and
set 1o traverse above Madh ereek. This long
awalted project — frst proposed in 2005 - re-
ceived environmental clearances in January this
year, Hadal voices concernis about the flyover's
impact on three villages: Kisanachapada, Don-

garpacha, and Dharvali, whose residents rely on

i for their livelibood are
being cleared daily for the llynmr's construction,
Partions of the project encroach on residential
areas, threatening our homes and ancestral
lands, Despite numerous letters o the BMC, our
pleas have gone unheard,” she says,

ignhoards proclaiming "Mumbai Upgrad-
s ing"” have become a ubiguitous sight at

Uran Koliwada's struggle

The residents of Uran Koliwada are also bearing

the brunt of development projects, On a serene

afternoon in the hshing colony, Tukaram Janard-

han Koli, 70, gazes contemplatively at the man-

grove creck ::rumd.\. his home. Once pristine, the
ay now | recking of chemicals

and nwupo Plastic bags cling o the branches of

mangroves, swaying gently in the breeze, a stark
contrast o the lfeless water, Tukaram says none
of the governments in Maharashtra considered
bringing develo it o fishing communities.
Recounting the struggles of the fisherfolk, he
suys on February 7, 2023, the State-run City and
Induserial Ih'vuluprrwnt Corporation (CIDCO)
“falsely charged” 30 residents under Section 355

Mangroves
are being
cleared
dally for
the flyover's

construction,

Porthons of
the project
encroach on
reshdential
areas,
threatening
our homes,
ancestral
Lanls
Diesplie
numerous
letters o
the BMC,
oir pleas
e gone
unhezrd

PARVATI
HADAL
Resident of
Maith skanid

of the Indian Penal Code for expressing concerns
over the construction of the Uran Bypass Road,
The residents were kept in custody for 12 days,
with 10 women sent to Kalyan's Adharwadi pri-
son and 20 men to Taloja Jail, he says,

crete roads towards the (‘nﬂd uul: She fears un-

" Around 248 hectares of mam:rrm!sl Tad been

der the cover of d will be
cut or the creek filled with dl-hﬂ-! 'We are living in
fear, I this happens, we will lose everything."

Fisher unite

Following advocate Mihir Desai's interven
tiin, thie Bormbay High Cesurt ardered the relieise
of the fisherfolk, citing concerns over their al-
leged manhandling, The court also pulled up the
palice and CIDCO over the grounds of arrest, and
directed them not to file a chargesheet in the
matter, although the probe coubd continue,

Earlier in August 2022, a Division Bench of the
High Court, comprising Justices G.5. Patel and
Gaurl Godse, had reprimanded CIDCO over the
project following a plea filed by 134 fishermen
from Uran Koliwada, The Bench also criticised
the government's upprrmh towards planning,
stating that it appeared “prima facie Bulty™.

The ence-thriving Uran creek now reeks of de-
cay, its waters devoid of fish and filled with de-
bris, Feeling helpless, the Kolis took to the streets
again on July 7, 2023 against the impact of such

projects on their livelihoods, but their pless con-
tinued to fall on deaf ears, Tukaram says,

‘Fen-sensitive zones under threat’
Gorai and Manori villages face similar challenges,
with destruction of mangroves and wetland re-
clamation over the last decade threatening the
environment and livelihoods of East Indian
Christians, Kolis, and tribal communities. Resl-
dents, including Switsy Henriques, president of
the Goral Villagers Welfare Association, have
macle appeals to civic bodies and approached the
police. "Razing of mangroves and hlling wetlands
with debris take place late at night. Several re-
sorts and commercial spaces have sprung up in
the last few years in eco-sensitive zones,” si
Henrigues, She al s that amusement parks
nearby have been dumping debris and garbage
into the wetlands. "When we registered o police
complaint, they accused us instead of engaging
in such activities 1o extort money from them,”
Vanita Shankar Kottal, a 45-year-old fisherwo-
man from Chota Dongrl Pada, Goral, expresses
dire concerns about the future of her tribal ham-
let, where fishing is the primary source of liveli-
hiood, For seven moniths, civic bodies have been
conducting surveys without consulting the resi-
dents, she says, and have begun constructing con-

‘Wanlta Shankar Kottal, a fisherweman frem Goral, says chvic bodies have been

surveys in the

condulting 1

Mandakumar W, Pawar, a 63year-old environ.
mentalist and president of the Maharashtra
Small-Scale Traditional Fish Workers Union,
highlights the risks posed by the NMIA. Pawar be-
gan working towards taking the concerns of envi-
ronmental loss and the struggles of the fishing
community to various global platforms after
Bhandup, a fishing hub, began losing its fishing
habitats to infrastructure projects in 2006, “The
union was formed to give a voice to small-sc
fishermen who are often overlooked by policy-
makers as they don't fish in the ocean, but in
backwaters, creeks, or water tanks,” he says,
Pawar points out that the NMIA poses a signif-
feant threat to constal eeology due 1o its location
i an ecologically sensitive zone, "For reclaiming
marshland, natural low-lying areas here require
b 10 1o 12 et of filling material, It is estimated
that about 26% of the total area (19,000 hectares)
comprises ecologically sensitive zones. This pro-

Jeet alio encom:

passes 400 acres
of mangrove land.
The concern s
that over a thou-
Razlig of mangroves sand acres of mud-
andl filling wetlands with  flas that are habi-
deebris take place lae ar s for at least five
night. Several resorts lakh  migratory
andl commercial spaces
have sprungup in the
Linst few years in
censensitive zones

birds will be lost
SWITSY HENRIQUES

fomever”
Pawar also rais-
President of the Gorsl Villigers
Wellare Assockilion

€5 CONncerns over
the diversion of
the Ulwe and Gad-
i rivers and flat-
tening of the Ulwe
hill o make the
NMIA site accessible, “This is nothing but an i
tation to disaster by CIDCO and the governmend

He says siltation - caused by constant drilling

withoue permission for the NMIA, re-
verled data submitted to the High Court in August
this year by the Additlonal Principal Chief Conser-
vator, Mangrove Cell. However, Chief Conservator
of Forests, Mangrove Cell, SV, Ramarao, says,
SCIDCO had taken permission from the Govern:
ment of India and the Forest Department for diver-

sion of 248 hectares of forest land, of which part of

it was mangrove lind and the rest forest land."

The Panje-Dongri wetlands in Uran have been
acontentions issue, with Pawar and the sherfolk
Tighting to save this 289-hectare ecosystem. Re
cognised by the Bombay Natural History Soclety
as a highly bio-diverse coastal wetland in Maha-
rashtra, it boasts rich traditional fishing zones
and habitats for about five lakh migratory birds.

According w Pawar, CIDCO has designated the
Panje-Dongri wetlinds as flood mitigation areas
Tor the upeoming Dronagini node, spanning 2,740
heetares. It is one of 14 nodes planned in Navi
Mumbai to alleviate pressure on Mumbai as part
of a new town development project,

To protect and conserve these wetlands, Pa-
war filed a petition in the High Court in 2018, In
2021, another petition was hled in the National
Green Tribunal and later a caveat was filed in the
Supreme Court. On January 24 this year, the High
Couwrt ruled in favour of the petitioner and said
these pristine pieces of coastal wetlands must be
protected and conserved. INPT and CIDCO offi-
cinls were unavailable for comment,

Government response
In response, government officials cite an increase
in mangrove cover in the State, As per the 2013
Forest Survey of India (FS1 report, there was 186
sjuire s of Lanel in
tra, Eight years later, in 2021, the count went up
1o 324 square kilometres, says Ramarao, “There
has been a significant increase in mangrove cov.
er, The 2023 FSI report is yet to be released.”
The Mangrove Cell has initiated conservation
measures such as floating a tender in Seprember
this year for installing CCTV cameras at 195 sensi-
tlw.- locations across the MMR to prevent garbage
I and o the

and excavation work from coastal
projects like ports, bridges, and mlosrplrntmn -
is a major thn.nt (] uuculnl bindiversity. Tanm
settles an the m:utcluu Lo waves and tides, lmwr
ing unnatural mangrove growth, This impacts
fishing beds and breeding and spawning grounds
as mangroves cover the water and leave no place
for marine organisms to breed, explains Pawar,
In 2021, a reply toa Right to Information query
by environmentalists showed that [NPT had 93,6
hectares of mangroves at Nhava Sheva under its
Jurisdiction. Earlier this year, INPT handed over
BOO hectares to the Forest Department after Va-
nashaktl, an NGO, filed a contempt petition
aggainst NPT, CIDCO, Reverue and Forest Depart-
ments, Maharashtra Coastal Zone Management
Authority, Mumbai Metropolitan Region Deve-
lopment Authority, and the District Collectors of
Mumbai Suburban, Thane, Palghar, Raigad, Rag-
nagir, and Sindhudurg. “For 20 years, none of
these agencies complied with orders, When
moved the High Court in 2022, INPT complie
says Stalin Dayanand, divector of Vanashakti,

e

Chief Conservator of Forests, Mangrove (‘tll

“We've maintained satellite data from 2005 1o
2018 and are planning to procure high-resolution
satellite maps for better land analysis and to de-
termine if a particular area is mangrove land or
nat. Our Mangrove Suraksha app allows citizens
o lodge complaints about wrongdoings in man-
grove zones and swift action will be taken based
an them. We've also deployed 184 security per-
sonmel and established a threetier committee at
the district, division, and State levels for monitor-
ing mangrove zones." he says,

For addressing violations in such zones, Ram-
arao says, a twoepronged approach s being fol-
lowed. “Vielations within forest jurisdictions are
addressed under the Indian Forest Act, The ather
violations fall under the Environment (Protec:
tion) Act and the respective District Collectors
are tasked with taking action in such cases."

However, for fishing communities in the city,
the struggle for survival continues. "Who is Mum-
i upgrading for?” says Hitesh in Gavhan village,
seeking development that prioritises the well-be-
ing of the city's original inhabiants,

e
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

ABOUT FRATERNITY

SCwerdict upholding Section 6A shifts the citizenship
debate to a broader, more spacious ground

NUPHOLDING T} Mo the Citizenship Act thiough

a4-1 verdict, the Supreme Court has arawered jom that has parked pas-

stons, and even violence, in Assam: Wha s a foreigner in this border state in India's

North-gast? The lsue stoked the Assam agitation in the 1970s and earty 19805, The
1985 agreement between the Rajiv Gandhi government at the Centre and the All Assam
Seuclents’ Unbon tried o arrhve ata resolution by setting a eut-off date foe citizenship, Section
Gl the Citizenship Act that was ir he statute hooks after the agn allows

lmlgnmlgr.ulanrlnﬂmmrlgln wihe came to Assarm after Jamsary 1, nﬁﬁl:ui Ibefore March
i However, in, whiere the scar 1 are still rav,

EDITORIAL PAGE

WoRrDLY WISE

IMPLOMACY 15 LIKE JAZZ

ENDLE

VARIATIONS ON A THEME,
— Racaians Howrrooks

An inclusive beginning

Inits judgment, SC adopts a liberal, expansive view
that is certain to resonate in debates to come

SHADAN FARASAT

THE JUDEMENT OF the Supreme Courtinln
Re: Secrion 64 Clrizenship Act 1955 delivered
yesterday by a five-judge Constitution Bench
has mary firsts, It is the first time that the 5C
has carried out an in-depth examination of
the meaning of citizenship under the
Comstitution and the first time it has exam-
ined the content of the right to culture un-
der Article 29 of the Constitution. It is also
the first time the Intersection between the
right tovote and citizenship has been exam-
ined in some detail, And, finally, it is the first
time that the principbe of temporal unrea-

mv.r.lm remains a fraught mue Section G A was contested on lhv.' grouncls that it mlaics g‘m?ﬁnm{‘;m"aw I,'m:.mmﬂf
constitutional pr and goes against the W beit by a dissenting juclge.

dlifferent A restel lhwnunlry'l'lwp«ﬂlnlwmhad.\lnn.\l- Section GA of the Citizenship Act was in-
e that by the clause on [ ber 0, 1985, and was

nithes to protect thelr culture® -- and that it, therelore, violates Asticle 20 of the Constitution,
I its ewer 400-page long verdict, ltu-?Ch.ManthhaIHIww ArgaEments.

meant to kegally crystallise the understand-
||u| afthe Mm:\cmcd 1985 between the
Rajiv Ganclhi and the

The aliberal and . CllChandrac the
tone by olse rving that “challeng 1l alltyof recjuire th
Court to take a flexible .lppm.v.h Section 6 A, as he and three of his colleagues on the
benchnote, was the Imhllwmml\nﬂlnlhmmm Accomd, The task before the Liwmak-
ers was to balance "the | 1 ds of migrants of Ind igin and its impact
oneconomic and cultural needs of Indian states”. mschlselﬂnmedlhecul-wddwl’m
meeting this imperative. [t held the Mareh 25, 1971 cut-off rational on two grounds. One,
The Megal Migrants | Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983 sets this cut off, Moreover,
the Pakistani Arry |aunched Operation Search Light to curb the nationalist movement in
East Pakistan on this day. “The migrants before the operation,” CJI Chandrachad says,
“were considered to be migrants of Partition towards which India had a liberal policy”,

The petitioners argued that the Constitution "uphalds national fratermity, not global
lr.w.'tnlly' Iman import Jussiti Wryalt.w sualllatanm Ilullorul

arvive ata broader view of this principle. “In the Indi
context, ir.\u.'rnlly assumes an inclusive role, aligning with the broader goals of social jus-
thee,” he points out. He terms the petitioner's view *restrictive” - "itallows themiochoose
thelr neighbour™ — and says its runs “contrary to the ethos envisaged by the Constituent
Assembly”. The Court's "dynamic” reading of citizenship that is sensitive to the imperatives

prmesimsaludenl nmpsnfﬁna.\m The
Accord was a compromise, which sought to
legalise those migrants from Bangladesh who
camie o Assamon of before March 25, 157 LAt
the same time, partly agreeing with the de-
maniels of the protesting groups, the Aceord
envisaged that all those who entered Assam
post the cut-off date would be treated as for-
elgners and deported inaccordance with Law,
Section GA legally entrenched both these as-
peatsof the Accord through adeemdng fiction,
The case before the SCarose from a chal-
lenge by certain Assamese indigenous
groups, who, somewhat belatedly, in 2000,
sought to challenge that part of Section GA
which sought to grant Indian citizenship o
all those who arrived in Assam on or before
the cut-off date. The Court, by a magority of

A:1, repelled this challenge.
The opinkon of the Court was mthored by
jual e Surya Kant, speaking for himself and
M M Sunedresh and Manaj Mishra, In

of "eguality and upliftment™ atatime when dets m..m.:...,......-r
etersof Ind torage, The Court is hearing ath i
L= Inmdlnaanllwl.uenl’pwplrwhnmwmdlo.i\mmmer1‘17!Ilacxp.\nmwm
of citizer nthe inns of the future.

T'WO CHEERS

Itis early days, but Delhi and Islamabad are trying to create
diplomatic space for renewed bilateral engagement

XTERNAL AFFAIRS MIMISTER 5 Jaishankar's visit to Pakdstan this week, the
first innearly a decade, has produced a small but unexpected step towards a
mmrdur lh.\w lnhllﬂlcr.u ml.mnna.SnuIl. because there will be obsta-
nit is pust in place in an acci-
dent-prone i . U feles hadl v the prospect
for a bilateral dialogue on lhe margins of & meeting of the Shanghal Cooperation
Qrganisation in lslamabad, It was probably a deliberate attermpt at reducing the high ex-
lons that any bet Indian and Pakistand leaders, There
wm' signals that an erlaﬂ was on to unfreeze the relatonship. In Delhd, alshankar hael
signalled that India was willing to respond positively to any productive changes in
Pakistan's approach, After all, it was Pakistan that withdrew its high commissioner from
Delhi and expelled the Indian counterpart five years ago, when India changed the con-
stitutional status of J&E., Islamabad had also cut off rade links mlh Inddia. It had hmum
thata reversal of the constitutional changes in Kashmir
bilateral dialogue. Before raveling o Ial.\m.lh.td.].llnhanhr pmmlatd to be " cml .lnd
courteous”, and just before his archval in Islamabad, the former Palelstan PMW, N

‘whatis ejuilte a besutifully wrllenJudJ.umnl.
the Court begins ing the meani

clwnslupmwhemmlmlan Clllmm‘\lp
defines wheo is an insider and whao is an out-
slider, This, the approach on what citbzenship
means under the Constitution is also deter-
minative of the kind of country we imagine

the '

kzenship under our Constitution to the con-
ceptof fraternity, which is respect for and en-

Ome of the main grounds of
the challenge before the SC
was that the presence of
Section 6A violates the right
o conserve the culture of the
indigenous people of Assam
and s, therefore,
unconstitutional, The
majority rejects this
argument by adopting a
multi-cultural and pluralise
interpretation of Article 29
and rejecting an
interpretation that could be
used to entrench cultural
exclusivity. 1t notes that the
Acticle aims o 'conserve’ the
culture of any group of
citizens, but does not prevent
the simultaneous existence of
any other culture,

gagement with lellow beings, irrespective of

the various differences between the groups of

peaple that inhabit this country, the Courthas

{|qu' emplmnlly accepted a lberal and
b

From the right to vote, The precise details of
whao s gramted the right to vote is an exercise
carried outon the basis of statutory provisions
passed by Parilament and state Iqwlmm -
and not directly Article 326, Inef-

o view of the r Ing of cl
ship. The majority opinion, even wathout stat-
g 50, adopts a Tagorian worldview, and re-
Jectsan idea of cltizenship based on *narrow
domestic walls". At the same time, recognis-
Inulh.u unmmrullul legal mlnr.ﬂlnnwlll

of the

Fect, Article llﬁdmmallrm any section of
the population to maintain an electoral ma-
Jority by exclud ing others,

Justice Parciwala, in a sharply reasoned
dlissent, has applicel the dnciflru' aFlempn-r.ll

Izenship,itdraws ekingaction This desetrine which b

In terms of the law fhrihaat wha entered  been rarely used in the Indian context, en-

Assam post the cut-off date, wisages that a provision that was reasonable

One of the mmgmundsarlhtdullcluc atthe nmc its passage may become un-

Iseinlvltu' iCmslh.u the pi h Thedlmnl Mldsih.l
ubtureol  Section GA3),

neonl i and is, there-

ﬁm unconstitutional, Thv majority rejects this
argument |y adopting a mubti-culteral and
I Jonof Article 29 and rej
g an interpretation that could be used twen-
trench cubtural exclusiviey. e notes that the
Artiche aims 1o “conserve” the cubture of any
group of citizens, but does not prevent the si-
multaneous existence of any other culture, The

its pri
mary objective nl'|:rwcntm illegal migra-
tion, has hecome unreasonable with tme.
Accorcling bo the dissent, this is because there
is no sunset clause on the application of
Section GA, and the benefit of Section A can
be clamed by amyone ever today and in the
Future, as when (sihe is detected to be a for-
eigner. This makes the provision unreason-
able, and he has accordingly set asicle the

Court also notes that Artice 29(1) is p
alimited — and not alsolute — nshl against
Irlelwnllan I:ylheal.w with mp«l lo cul-

Dn this analysis, |

Iston with p effect. Chiel
jusi ice D Y Chandrachud wrestles with
Justice Pardiwala om application of this doc-
Erine to Section 6A in his separate opinion

ol Insafaras|

thiose whis entered Assarm before the cut-off
date, does not prevent the indigenous

gz with the majority. Quite apart
From this case, adjudication based on tem-
poral reasonableness adds another test for
examining the validity of legal provisions. It

Assamese peaple from conserving their dis- — can possibly be applied in many different cir-
tinct culture, The majority opindon, infact, COfl i juachi I
clucles that itk the P the Future, with i richand
otherleg 16 —whichisth '} duwnnurconallullml £

A

of those who r
off date — that is the potential cause ﬂr 1he
grievances of the indigenos

Crucially, the petitioners had alo pﬂwd

Owerall, all the judgments, majority, mi-
nurilyuﬂmn:unm.m animportant ﬂﬂl

Ilkh.\mnpen u|:|m|>m|.\m debates and per-

theirchallenge to Section GAon the wnl.mm I ileely tobe can-
af Article 326.of the i ded in future declsions on
thatelectionstothe Lok Sabha and Legiskative the bssue aFmI:cnﬂle.lnclwllmnhc l:unml-
Assemiblies should take place on the basis of

achult suffrage. The argument was thattheac- 2019, which is pending belre the SC.

o Section GA chiluted the right of the orginal The author (s o Senior Advocate, Suprerme
Imhabitants to exercise their adult franchise. Courrt of Indic, He arganed before the
Rejecting llus.\mulm.-nl the majority held Constitution Bench in support of
that Article 326 d ATy Broug i ity af Section 64 of the
of citizens toseek cxclusion rlalutwrm ClrizenshipAct, 1955

A CRISIS OF INTIMACY

‘CTRL'reveals the complexities of memory, romance, and forgetting in the age of Al

ANUBHA YADAV

TWENTY YEARS AGO, Erermal Sunshine of the
Spoetess Mind (ESSM) gave usa visceral visual
language for the erasureof our romantic past,
Clemmlllv.- Kirsczymski (Kate Winshet | under-

lesof her ex,

Tnael reaffirmed the desire for normal tes with India and did not mention Kashmir,

A the SO0 suminit, Jalshanlear kept his weord on belng eivil, and PM Shelsbaz Sharif de-
p.mm from his rm'nl tendency to rake up Kashmir at every m.mlnn Jaishanlkar was
alsor ol i his comments on the question of While h
of the SC0 Charter — to combat terrorism, separatism and extremism — Jaishankar asked

R

Pakistan to reflect honestly on how the gement o these forces has
peace between the fes. [alshankear apy had a“pull asldc 1
with PM Sharif and wil deputy PM g mi of

Pakistan, Ishag Dar, ata N:mul SC0dinner.

Even these limited seeps are likely to come under severe eriticism in both countries. In
Pakistan, the government will be accused of diluting the pasition on Kashmir's constitu-
tional status, In Delhi, there will be questions about Pakistan's suppart for cross-border
termorism, The coming wieeks will show i there is enough give and take on Kashmir and
termor to insulate cooperation inother domains. While it is early days, Delhiand Islamabac
deserve bwo cheers for trying to create diplomatic space for renewed engagement.

JusT A BOY

Liam Payne will be remembered for the music — it touched
many as they grappled with love, lust and life
FTER THE SHOCKING death of 31-year-old Cne Direction singer IJ.InI’.lync
‘wiha fiell From his hotel bal B Adres, millions of 1the
loss ef a singer who was ;mlil.ml part of thedr teenage years, Payne was
In Argentina to attend the concert of former bandmate Miall Horan, The
knetty mix of nostalgia and anguish, ineluding over Payme's struggle with substance abuse,
Tvas a common thread — Paymne, .inm:mithrmHmyS'mmlnulﬂhmllnmnand Znn
Mdalikas One Direction, touched their hiey wer
ing-ol-age pangs. This, besicles sending hearts aflutter with their I:n;dam harm.

Payree's lifie story s greatly about the cultural impact that the band — born of the tal-
ent poal in Fox Tebevision's X Factor since they didn’t make the cut as indivichual singers
o the show — had on teen girts and boys all over the world, From being picked up from
obscurity io becoming one of the most popular bands in the world, One Direction had lis
own Beatlemania moments, They debuted with the single "What makes you beautiful®,
which turned them into stars overnight. But what was unique Bere is that they made
teens feel like they were singing only for them. "l know they love me, Even though they
dhon't know me,” a teenage gid says in One Direction; This is Us, the 2013 documentary,

While the music of One Direction, just like the wonderful pleces that came from
Baclestreet Boys once anc from BTS now, fell victim to being viewed as too bubiblegum anc
Tyricalty cliched [which ). their il bered. Payne anc his

jnel I!mshulmc.rmgl] She chooses to do so
as am act of clindcal moving on, with none of
the messiness typical of romantic love, When
Joel findls out about this, he decides to do the
same,as an actof revenge. Clementine broke
the cardinal pact, the organic joumney of a
break-up — living with the memor es, walt-
I Bor time to dull the pain. ESSM became a
cult classic about the vislence of fargetting.

Vikramaditya Motwvane's CTRL is based in
today's workd, Nella {Anarya Pandey ) and joe
(Vihaan Samant) are an “influencer” couple,
Adter her pubic reak-upwith Joe, Nella's pain
of being betrayed s subsumed by her fear of
losing followers. The hope of a new life is in
Joe's toral digital erasure from her sacal me-
dia. So, masch like Joel's brain Is cleaned of
Clernentine as he sheeps, Nella's life s cheaned
ol joeevery night. Joel and Clementine had Dy
Hewwvarel's procedure; Nella has an Al assistant,
In CTRL, forgetting starts by remening the dig-
ital trail regaining followers and creating new
digital mermonies. Inshor, a spotles digital lile
leacls o a spotless mind,

CTRE makes youwonder about the nature
‘ol memory and its relationship with roman-
tie love and forgetting. It makes you question
whether the embodiment of memory itsell

Unlike ‘Eternal Sunshine of
the Spotless Mind in which
forgetting was still sensory,
in 'CTRL, its visualisation is
Larpely linear amd
intellectual. Perhaps, itis no
more forgetting,
Paychotherapist amd
relationship expert Esther
Perel warns us agains
another Al on the
‘Artificial Intimacy’, she
says, is robbing generations
of the capacity to build and
experience real connections.

has changed today and I Charlie Kaufman's
spotless script for the 2004 film was, in Ect,
prescient, In ESSM, the process of erasure trig-
gered the memony of the actwal event and re-
vealed more about Joel and Clementine's re-
lat Innmp whereas in CTRL, the captured
nent's memmary s just an isolated rupture,
.ldlgll.lluhnu which reveals little about Joe
and Mella's relationship to the audience,
Chver time, the act of forgetting has
changed. it used to be sad songs; then it took
the form of burnt journals, broken Archies
mugs and eom photographs, Today, forgetting.
means password-Jocked digital lolders of past
Mlmrwlmlalw.wln Perhaps we ae

Bvingin

and yet casily accessible — so accessible that
it has biecome a convenbence stare, Unlike
ESSM inwhich forgetting was still sensory, in
CTRL, its visualisation s largely inear anc in-
e lectual. Perhaps, it is no meee “forgetting”,
Psyehotherapist and relationship expert
Esther Perel wams us against another"Al" on
the rise —"Artificial Intimacy”, she says, is rob-
bing penerations of the capacity to bulld and
experience real connections. Perel says we are
Iving ina crisis of intimacy enabled iy AL This
I succinctly reflected in CTRE when Joe asks
Mella: Did you really come there to surprise
mie? Or died you just do it for the lkes? CTRL
reflects the complexity of our many lived
selves today, between Joe's intermogation of
what he feels for Netla and Nella's assumption

that the erasure of the photegraphs and videes
will mean the erasure of joe from her [ife.

As soon as | finished watching CTRL on
Metflix, Iopﬂu'd.mollwnppinrnwmnw

swalk, A

(,wmnw pnm.wl nhlnlns rmnmmdrn(
technology toanother, Just as | left home, my
mather, who Iurl been catehing the film in
shortsnatches, asked me, “So,did the two meet
in the end? | sighed and wondered if ques-
tions reveal the generation we are borm in,

Is analogue love more real than Nella's
ehobee to return tothe Al version of joe?

Jusit sl entereel the park, | snw ayourg cou-
ple holcling their smartphones, They started
making videos of empty swings without a
wardl, Beal life Nella and Joe, | thaught. The
young man pushed the empty swings and
ther
thern, was determined to rupture our digital
slbos, | walked up io them and sald | am talk-
g to you inspired by the film, I'm breaki
i w;pﬁ#.ﬂtg'ywhrmlhwmbnnmm
iz aroand the ity trying to document hony
children don't come to parks now. Thekr proj-
ect is to get children to parks again, Suddenly,
my Nella and Joe have a new avatar, They are
activists working against the moment we ane
caght in, looldng to find something real.

Voackany Is e, weriter
el filmmaker

partners p anentire ger wonof jous space,
as they figured out the meanings of life, love and lust.

wgadults in api

OcTOBER 18,1984, ForTY YEARS AGO

US ASSURES INDIA

INIHA HAS RECEIVED limited assurances from
the United States on recent developments vis-
a-vis Pakistan's search for LS anms, Bollowing
talks between the Indian ambassador K5
Bajpal, the LS Assistant Secretary of State,
Reichard Murgphy, and other fficials atvarious
leviels, TheldS has reiterated that it is not ghing
any nuchear umbrella to Pakistan, nor does it

the "bogey” of external dangers to divert the
people’s attention from problems lacing the
country, Addressing the fourth national rally
ofthe Congress-1 Seva Dal inthe uniformaofa
“sevika”, Mrs Ganclhi explained that at notime
Thad she said there would be a war,

GAVASKAR'S 10011 TEST
IMKTAN I'RISIDI:N’T GEN Zia-ul-Hag baept

seek.a NATO-type re ipwith Pakistan,

PM ON OPPOSITION
I'|!IMF: MINISI‘ERII:IDIIU\GNI\I lambasted

3 [nchia's captain Sunil Gavaskar
that Iwwnuld he Iwrelnwmh the I.\Ilm

with a silver sabver on behalf of the Board of
Comtrol for Cricket in Pakistan,

JANATA-LOK DAL MERGER
THREE JANATA PARTY leaders — Karpoori
Thakur from Bihar, Devi Lal from Haryanaand
Kumbha Ram Arya from Rajasthan —
launched an attack on opponents of their
e for mierger af the Janata Party and the
Lok Dal anl branded them as Congress (1)
agents, Lauding Lok Dal president Charan
ingh's

100th Test, The
introduced o lhel'mldenl But Zia m.\de Il
pretty

el
g her ol ralsing

Ganeaskear. He masber batsman

Hliatory approach towards their
merger efforts, the leaders said “some ele-
ments of the Congress (1) within the Janata
Party and outsiche are sabotaging unity effors."
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

C R Sasikumar

Did RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat's Vijayadashami speech signal a shift in the
Sangh's thinking? Or did it repackage old anxieties?

New challenges in

the new

century

As Bhagwat pointed out,
the task before the 100-year-old RSS has
evolved, as has its role in society

[y
RAKESH SINHA

AT 100, THE RSS is now preparing itself for

new socio-economic and cultural complex-

ities. This is olwvious from the Vijayadashami

speech of its sarsanghchalak, Mohan

Bhagwat, who indicated the dangers

emerging out of the deep state on the one
itae :

itiati

Indianised under his leadership. In this
changed context, the RSS is redefining its
robe. This includes addressing the unre-
stricted use of the concept of Hindutva,
However, this is not a new phenomenon,
RSS founder K B Hedgewar delineated it in
ageo-cultural context and liberated it from
the narrow concepes of mode of worship or
majoritarianism. He faced opposition for
not allowing RSS to play a polarising role
and inclulge in magoritarian politics. On June
17,1939, an article in Vande Mataram, the
mauthpiece of the Hindu Mahasabha,
stated, "We humbly wish to convey to Dr
Hedgewar that the poison of ego is more
devastating than thatof a serpent. Don'tig-
nore the recent history of the downfall of
Gandhi, which ahout because

can be used to define India's cultural iden-
tity on the other. In its century-| Iung jour-

of his ego.”

ney, the RSS has become
This is not anly due toits |nm:asl:du|gan|-

oice.

Gradually the RSS acquired centrality
intheHi overment and now its po-
sition is uncha]]rngcd Tlus has been

sational capacity but al

ingniess to take on the :hallrngubclurrm-
ciety and nation, Therefore, it enjoys the
flexibility to contextualise its role and does
not remainconfined to one specificissee or
particular area. This is why it has more than
three dozen organisations working in
different fiekds.

Inits long history of wps and downs, the
RS avoided even the shadow of division
and dilution of its ideclogy, demonstrating
aunigue capacity to swallow differences.
This is exceptional in the history of social
and political movements in the modern
world. The assertion inan article published
in Mahratta, a Pune-based English daily,
published on August 23, 1940, that *Dr
Hedgewar's Sangh is still going strong”

when itre-
sponds to those who try to give it an anar-
chic shape. Bhagwat's statement, that
“searching for a shivling in every mosque is
not our joh” is one of mary.

Bhagwat's emphasis on friendship be-
twieen peaple of various sects and religions
has the potential to build social trust. It is
also a departure from the comventional
mode of community dialogue, which has
rmv:d. ineffective, In our communitarian

ite, the formula of friendshipis what offers
a better understanding of each other and
leards to shared resolve. Hindu outreach to
Muslims is not unknown, with several
Hindu organisations participating. Now,
there is an expectation of Muslim outreach
to Hindus, which is what can defeat the

Same ideology,
different tactics

There has been no fundamental
change in RSS ideology since M S Golwalkar,
Evenits inclusivity is revanchist

AAKASH JOSHI

“In olden times when the Panchayar system
was the basic unit of society, these forest-
dwellers hod an henoured ploce in it. We find
it mentioned... even as early as during the
retgn of Sri Rama.” — M S Golwalkar

“What is a village but a sink of lecalism, a den
af ignomnce, narrow-mindedness, caste and
communalism?” — B RAmbedkar

ITISEASY, in the simplest sense of things, to
conflate and confuse the RSS with conser-
vative political movements, particularly in
the West. Itis casier still. in the current mo-
ment of its political dominance, toimagine
that the poveer its electoral wing enjoys isa
function of a fundamental evalution in the
Hindutva ideology. Both assumptions, how-
ever, belie a reality that is simultaneously
more simple and complex. Sarsanghchalak
Maohan Bhagwat's annual Vijayadashami
speech made it clear that the much-touted
“outreach” by the Sangh is not ashift in ide-
ology or strategy. Rather, it is in service of
the idea of the Indian nation [ a far cry from
the constitutional rotion of the Indian state)
as a territorial, religious entity.

Even a cursory reading of Bunch D_r
Thoughtst
arguably the most significant
“thought leadier” of the RS5 —
M 5 Gedwalkar will have the
reader see a pattern that isall
too familiar. There are inve-

The greatest testarment
o the fact that the RSS

placed by “wokeism® and " “cultural Marxists"
today. “Acomplete of values con-
sidered virtuous,” according to Bhagwat, “is
thcrersupnandlullhasgmup Wl cul-
ture, in icalin-

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Ata time when there s increased fragmentation in the world... platforms like the

500 present an opportunity for states to set aside differenc
common goals. Rather than negatively viewing this as a revival of “bloc politi

Ore optin

stic view is requited

... and pursue
i
— DAWN, PAKISTAN

A kind
of hope

Minister Jaishankar's visit to Islamabad has
reignited optimism — about the possibilities and
potential of a departure from adversarial postures

==
-

AMITABH MATTOO

which had ushered in anew democratic dis-
pensation. Whilke it is too early to assert that
relations have definitively turned a corer,
‘the developments lb]lwing]aishankal‘s
visit suggest that Paki
ing a strategic rethink rowands Indla.
Seweral factors could be influencing this
introspection within Pakdstan First, as stated
warlicr, is the decp turmail within Pakistan.
Theint 3

ion

EVEN CIVILITY IM India-Pakistan relations
cannot be taken for granted, more than 77
years afterthe Partition of Bharat. Are there
faint signals, then, that Minister 5
Jaishankar's visit to 1slamabad, for the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation [SC0)
surmmit, may lead to a thaw? The approach
during this visit of Pakistan's “establish-
ment”, characterised by warmth and cour-
tesy, stands in stark contrast to the more
abrasive actions seen at previous engage-
ments, suggesting a potential shift in
Islarnabad's diplomatic stance. The SC0
Frowns on raising bilateral issues at its
meetings, but that has, inthe past, not muz-
zhed Pakistan's attempts at embarrassing
India There is no doubt too that Jaishankar
conducted himsel fwith the grace and dig-
nity required in the circumstances in
Islamabad without diluting India's posi-
tions on key issues. And while there were
no photo-ops of India's minister at the
Margalla hills overdooking Islamahad, the
hosts, by all accounts, reciprocated with
traditional mehman nowesi (hospitality).
In the lead-up to Jaishankar's visit,
Pakistan has been grappling with internal
turmoil, The country is Eacing substantial po-
Il:cal mﬂxlly r:mnnmx challenges, sec-

with rising inflation, economic instability
and paolitical unrest. These challenges may
. |

y prodmpt L
‘b focus on stabilising the country rather
‘than engaging in confrontational politics
‘with India.

Second, is the inherent pragmatism of
the Sharifs. The current government under
Shetibaz Sharf, under the mentorshipof for-
mier PM Nawaz Sharif, appears tobe adopt-
ing a more pragmatic approach to gover-
nance. Rather than relying on populist
rhcturll: Iihm::s agmwmg acknondedg-

ngage-

menk ben-
efitsand contribute to regional stability, This
may have the support, finally, of Pakistan's
most important actor, its army.

The third factor is India's rise on the
atlobal stage. As India continues to assert
itself as a regional and global power,
Pakistan may be recalibrating its approach,
With India's growing economy and strate-
i partnershiips, there is a realisation that
fostering a coope rative relationship could
woffer | intaini
hostile stance.

‘What should Indiado? India's policy to-
‘wards Pakistan has historically been influ-
wenced by throe key actors: Realists, liberal

puh—
I:c discontent against army “repression”.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's govern-
menk,and Pakstan's armed forces, are under
pressure to stabil making it

institutionalists and constructivists. The re-
alists, known as “Subedars,” have largely
shaped the discourse during the Modi years,
advucmngfuuhartﬂlmsrancrrucucdun
rity, Hovever, recent develop-

perhaps imperative for Pakistan to reassess

fuence, is insignificant in India. But perhaps
that i Fr .

Th iti isation of rela-
tions with India could serve, at least, as a
me ndomestic is-

hat
political view:. The RSS, after all, is a “cultural
Drgmnsanm‘ Itsd:scsslmwnhrurlxulamd

sues is becoming increasingly apparent.
The hospitality and warmth displayed

the best eeample @
importance of JNL in the national comversa-
tion —reflects, in fact, adeeperunderstanding
and a long-term goal.

In the words of Gohwalkar, *Right from
itsinception, the Sangh has clearly marked
out as its goal the moulding of the whele of
society, and not merely any one part of it,
intoanorganised entity.” The Sangh's aimis
not merely palitical power but “moulding
men". This explains why “wokeism" and
“cultural Marxists™, fringe ideas even in
Indian universities, whose aim is "to s to
bring the mind-shaping systerns and insti-
tutions of the society under one’s influ-

s recent visit were notable,
particularhr when contrasted with the abra-
sive behavicnr by Pakistan's formes foreign
minister, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, at the SC0
meeting in Goa last year. Bhutto's attitude
shm«:ascd a rnurr.'lladllmal approach to

has charac ‘aldistans
stance, particularly since 2019 following the
abrogation of Article 37010 J&K. In contrast,
Jaishankar's visit was marked by aneffort to
reach out by the hosts, including engaging
in pnvan: mm.'rsallmls and a lack of ran-
cour, P
purely adversarnial posture.

The backdrop of Shehbaz Sharif's re-

it may be time to incorparate
Ilbc'rala constructivist perspectives into
‘the dialogue.

The liberal imstitutionalists, or
“Saudagars,” emphasise the potential for
trade, economic ties, and people-to-peaple
connections as avenues for peace.
Mearmwhile, the constructivists, or “Sufis,”
advocate for dialogue, cultural exchanges,

and reconciliation,
of addressing historical grievances and
ilelirg trust.

Incorporating these perspectives into
India's Pakistan policy could facilitate a mone
Thalanced approach that acknowledges se-
wurity concems while exploring avenues for
cooperation. Incremental mowes, such as
confidence-building measures, trade agree-
ments, and cultural eachanges, could create
amore conducive atmosphere for“change™
‘within Pakistan.

Jaishankar's visit to Islamabad has

ence... the education system and educa- cent speech at the UNGA, whl:h oo was iansal

tional institutions, media”, are mentioned hlg]lunantl—lndla rhetoric, highli ed thetwona-
by Bhagwat whill:tlu: isnot. it Pakistan's internal and tions, The genuine hospitality and the ab-
The latter i b il hemannerinwhich  senee of hostility during the meetings may

what the people wunl Forlhl: RSS, then and
now, the challenge is ideologies that tran-
scend the hurly-burly of electoral politics.
The greatest testamient to the fact that
the RSS today is merely the old Hindutva
with better tactics lies in its engagement
with caste. Fou, it is in this arena of political
and social life that the Sangh and BJP have
shown the greatest evelution, From the cel-
ebration of Dalit, Adivasi and OBC icons —
notably the attempts to appropriate the
legacy of Ambedkar and Birsa Munda,
among others — to the
manner in which the BJP
hias distributed tickets, se-
lected chief ministers and
Union  ministers it
has shown that it is

talds even today. lts train- forces of fr
ing inculcates teamwork The re-moralisation of
which, to borrow from Bhugwaﬁa L'tllphasis on  socety s atask before any
Emanuel Kant, gives . ; responsible organisation.
Mundigkeit (maturity) to ienclship 1_‘*"“’“““ For decades, political and
its warkers, people of various sects  social elites shied away
Since the beginning, and r‘_-]i"j"n,i has the from using the idea of
the RSS has been assailed murality in their discourse,

oy political adversarics, to
the extent that anti-R55
narratives wene backed by
the Indian state, One s the
allegation abaut its anti-

potential to build social
trust. Itisalsoa
departure from the
conventional mode of
community dialogues

fearing accusations of

risy. Mo society can
sustain itself without ad-
dressing immoral prac-
tices, They blinker our vi-

cations of “One Mation,
One.... (fill intheblank )" The
running theme is one of
Hindu victimbood and per-
secution, And, perhaps most
significanthy the ideaof aglo-
rioars past and dominant fu-
tureis seuppered only by en-
emies, These enemies, in
“Guruji” Gohwalkar's workd-

today is menely the old
Hindutva with better
tactics lies inits
engagement with caste.
For, it is in this arena of
political and social life
that the Sangh and
BIT have shown the

willing to include the
historically marginalised.
Does the seeming “in-
clusion” and expansion
project an ideclogical shift?
Throughout his speech,
Bhagwat focussed on *har-
maony”, In the context of a
caste-hased agrarian econ-

minority character, which N sion, The deep state is not
Ibegan with the British and which proved Jjust a reference to those
the Muslim League, and unyielding. who conspire tocreate vio-
was institutionali lence and promaote sepa-
dependent  India by ratism, but also those who
Congress and left-liberals, lead to moral degradation.

They ignared facts to spread narratives that
would benefit them politically. This led to
the systematic and deliberate intel lectual
ostracisation of the RSS, which responded
with grassroots activism. The Inclian elites,
both Marxist and Mehruvian, remained dis-
connected from the common people. This
led to their moral defieat. The RSS's connec-
tion with commen people gave it social re-
spectability even when it was deprived of
political kegitimacy.

This attitude of the elites towards the
RSS not anly damaged discourse but also
led to undesirable confrontations based on
shallow expressions. This is ominous for any
liberal demaocracy.

However, the RSS is now in a now polit-
ical ecology which is, to a great extent, the
result of its growing impact on pelitics.
Those with state power acknowledge its
agenda. Narendra Maodi is the first Prime
Minister togive priority to cultural legacies
and civilisational ethos, India is being

The RS has to succeed in its self-as-
signed task of social democracy. How long
will social inequality and communalism
continue tobe part of the social and political
agenda? Such issues are fed on by the deep
state, Then there are the dangers emerging
from the consolidation of identitics, new

view, are Western liberal
ideas and people, minorit

greatest evolution.

omy and patriarchal Fami
“harmaony™ has always si;

(specifically Christians and
Muslirns ) and Communists.

Are Bhagwat's views more evolved than
Godwalkar's? There are changes, though min-
imal, in u:rm:nalugy but thc import is the

malled thedefence of a status
cque, It is the refrain of the fa-
ther-in-laws, the upper-caste village chder, the
Great Leader when he isfaced with assertions
thuxwmﬂluuld dx:y"lurrl..ﬂﬂnall the

fiexd spmmdthrl’un:gn hand — "countries
‘that claim to be democratic” but will “only let
Bharat grow upto acertain Bmit”. Thecrisisin

utopia
of the nppn:ssn: Any grnulnc change is
wviewnd asan “emsionof values”. For Bhagwat,
this bogey can be found inmobile phones and
oTT fow Golwalkar, the threat was

forms of "rights" that — albeit
— bead to what Herbert Spencer called tJu:
“struggle for existence.” These dangers can
come from either side of the palitical spec-
trum, Both the left iberals and the new right
are to be defeated. To quote Al Gore, from his
speech when accepting the Nubc] Pran:

s framed largely It by

foreign powers, the political crisi ttack
on Hindus. This notionof “Hindus indanger” is

indan-

the "} s " of ety For
bath, the inclusion of the marginalised is a
Pl i

matterof mair

aquestion of pafitics, not religion. Wy not, for
exampie,

ger? Or even anti-BNP forces besieged in
Bangladesh? When political ideology is

Prizze in 2007, “The ne
us one of two guestions.. Ellhclthry will
ask: What were you thinking: why didn't
you act? Or they will ask instead: How did
youl find the moral courage to rise and sec-
cessfully resolve a crisis that so marny said
was impossible to solve "

Thewriter is a forimer BIP Rajva Sabha MP

cloudied by

Nor is it to say that there is nodiffer-
ence between the Sangh, then and now. In
Golwalkar's time, the organised Hindu Right
was away from state power and its ories of

rity, every i nail of persecution.
The reeal significance of Bhagwat's speech
(like Golwalkar's ideology) — and its revan-
chiism — lies not ingeopolitics but in mamdac-
tured insecurity amum:l ideas which are far
froem politi
itics, The internal threat for Golwalkar,
Comimunists of the old variety, have been re-

victi —while still incredulous — were

atill

Ftherelatively ot
socially) weak. Today, as the BJFs dominance
continues under the leadership of one of its
owm, the RSS's protestations seem like cven
more of achampagne problem.

aakash joshi iidiccom

the country’s leadership is groping for a
way out of the cul-de-sac. While Sham‘s
speech ised Pakistan's tradi

signal a possible shift in the dynamic of
India-Pakistan relations, While significart
obstacles remain, these developments en-

peeves, the 1t warmth shown to-
mrds]alslunl:armggv:m that there may
be a growing n:'l:ugmtlun within lhc
Pakistani hat arn i
approach could be beneficial. This may
have the support of Pakistan’s inscrutable
and all-powerful General Asim Munir, the
chief of army staff.

The backdrop of this dlplumatu: over-

ton
‘the outcomies of the visit, it is essential to re-
mainvigilant, while closely watching devel-
opments in Pakistan and perhaps taking
measures to shape them in a manner that
Ibenefits the entire region.

'wanlerrsDeunundPrWeswrSdmul

afin

tureis particularly si
cessful election in Jammu and Kashmir,

Universit “‘J’wmzrnwmbzr.l"lmwﬂnl
Security Council's Advisory Board

CLEANING UP EARTH
THIS REFERS TO the article, *As the
world warms and cools’ (IE, October
17). Natural and man-mace disasters
may strike unexpectedly and cause
devastation, Then, rescue, relicf and re-
hahilitation of affected people become
the priority. To build back better, dis-
aster risk insurance will be very help-
ful. Preventive actions should also be
taken to identify root causes of disas-
ters and remain proactive in meeting
the challenges. Every effort should be
made to leave a clean Earth for the
coming generations.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

MAHA CONTEST

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'A many
comered field' (IE, October 17). The
outcome of the Haryana Assembly
elections increases the importance of

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

with the BIP have to prove themselves,
The ruling alliance faces a strong anti-
incumbency sentiment and issues
such as unemployment, economic
stagnation and Maratha reservation to
contend with, The government has
showered froehies on voters; there is
acontest for OBC and Dalit votes. Who
wins will inform the course of politics,
thith state and national,
Khokan Das, Kofkata

JUNK THE PLAN

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
“Destroying trust” (1E, October 17). The
UP government's move is a blatant at-
temptater isation,
such baseless rhetoric with legislation
will only feed polarisation. Instit-
utionalising prejudice will create ad-
ministrative challenges — by diverting
capacity from pressing issues such as job
creation, health, edwcation, and infra-

the Maharashtra and clec-
tions. The BJPs victory has boosted the
party and made it imperative for the
INDRA group to perform well, The MVA
alliance has an edge because it per-
formed better than the BJP-led alliance
inthe Lok Sabha polls in the state, The
Shiv Sena and NCP factions that allied

struct wedges
divide society further. It is critical to re-
member that stoking religious ansietics
has never come to anybody's benefit, ir-
respective of religion. For the safety and
prosperity of all in UP, the state would
dowell to junk this plan,

55 Paul, Nodia
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Don’t read too much into
Jaishankar optics in Pak

pthes l|| Indin’s foreign s visit to may
bieen the nice et thing b happen agalnat o backdrop of strained ties
Astan g the warmth in personnl meetings outside
of the Shanghal Cosperation Organisation (SC0),
I| those that Mr Jalshanlr had with his cousterpart Ishag Dar and thels
v minister Mohsin Nagvi, was noticeable,
et the cordiality of the fivst Indian foreipn minister's visit to Pakistan
s i 8 Dkt rauh banelirg bo n possdble thaw inng I|nuunm-uul
vt th 1l il L :m e o
of the reghon's geapelitics, OF course, it would be a very good dev lnpmnll If there
it i8 to be n shift away from Indin's regular abeasiveness in its dealings with
Pkt and Ching,

In any case, it 18 far above the foredgn minister's pay grade to order a resetting of
thes whin any such elange of direction can come only from the very top and we
lernow thir ehances of that happening any time soon are remote, Me Jaishankar may
hivve it to the SCO eharter of not rbing up blateral isues, w e, Rowisver,
diel attempt in veiled references o “activities across borders characterised by ter
vorism, extremismn and separatism”, meaning Pakistan and China,

-m...\- have been rugged signals of kate from India

Itis far above the il th home minister wnd ohers ruling out any L .
foreign minister's pay |Iup-1.-w| bilateral talks w1|h* Pakiistan whike the W nanons -Wor I-ETTERS
rade to order dedence minister has often spoken of Pakistan need-
1‘““:; of “.: Ing 1o ereate the right comditions for such talks to BRA N DRAI"
ressume, Orsce again, the message was that the nelgh-
when any such jaur had to do something about putting n stop 1o :
change of direction sporsoring crosborder tervor, which has always It is unfort un_ah: that this
can come only I:h‘-u nll;|!~c!l|'t| o come from the Pakistan Army's ls une O year too, Indians do not
Maybook. | y | B )
“';::M"‘d e This play of cricket 1l||||lnnuui; Iy Lslmnliod could r”’.“ ha in the list of Nobel
that happening any imlhr:‘ml‘ 'i‘ m:m} thi imt ::Ilm "1"\11'1""’&“"“;' One Tights of 160 be Erze dinnars, Sonst
8 also the chalrman of the an chket Hoard I8 I became ane y W y
time soon are remote which s hostirg the Champiors Trophy, it first big odm.::om“ MAY aethe mast inpartant docu- I‘r:‘r‘;icuﬂ\y iy [_“in“h P
10 event after laving oo-hosted the 1998 Woeld Cup Moh charitable it 1 Britaln's politieal ans from being cho-
with India. Palcbstan {s extra koen to see India play in Lahore wheee it has been viohan towards histary and ever ainee then — sen for the honour of win-
promisect security befitting the visit of o head of state, Team India's participation Guru P.V. Narasimha Rao, the monarchy Nas Never oo v e Mool Prize?
Indlia bias not played in Paddstan sinee 2008 — would be key o the sucoess of the AUl who heralded the held  absolute  palithenl Th ‘Jr i . 2 marked t ‘.|.1[! §
|~\’1 it power. The consequent ere IS a me L € en-
The government his denied that any talk of cricket ok place, which (s hard (o ‘“'“‘"!"""1‘ ol the development of Iﬂ'-ll'lhlﬂllr cy among a significant
believe in wny mn-llnﬁ al Indka and Pakistan, Congkdering thit as head of the ¥ plannec politienl Institutions } ( |
Ineerninticonnd Cricket Counedl (ICC), the home mindster's son Jay Shah would haye |tk of e number of people to say
nnlulvir :F" "'|'“"'l‘:“')' hmmh||!--I;ulmul-~rklnln\ Ildmu.hr h.-;u mﬁlnsumlmwl-l- " - 0 | controls cantral to it Ilmn mL:I unlenshed long  that the jury is blased
opment i India does overcome 168 misgivings and agrees to play cricl red peademics  Hans encouraging econom: — yighy dormant creative powers Ing i  ale
Paalbstun, e as Paklstan did in coming o India for the ODI Warld Cup ln 201 sed ¢ b growth emerge when Just n single, stifled for long by a systery 298INSE Indians. Th'-?’ also
Cricketng ties used fthieie own, saetlaes in i United States —  polltical Institutions atlo-  Plalnly-worded that confeered monapalis  believe that everything
ru thon to the rintlonad relationship that used to have i masskve ups and dow Daron Acemogly — eate power 1o "'”l]" with te uxmudm- powars o 8 werth knowing Is written
it then the 200 shooting ineldent in Labore in 2000 changed everything sin from 'nu'lu?' and  interests i bropd-based h . . ) 3
whyin teams hivve toured Pakistan with great tepidation, Slmon Johnson axl James  propesty  eights enfores- I|'¥ lina" '|'|k:d|\|lhu|'§ﬁ|p\u:- 1I1|'\uw of King  In their religious texts.
1 thee forelgn minister's SCO trip has managed to chi wihing at all, it might Robinsan from Britain ment, when they create  fully argue that achieving  James 11 precipitated a8 |ndian academics are nel-

b to do with the thinking sbaut Team India playing in Palistan n February-
March 2005, 118 a mujor eall that would, however, Binge an thorough study of ¢
security angle and whether India's top deaderslyp would lee to take the respon
bility of putting at risk the country's beonic cricket stars.

Crack down on threats to flights

i the last four days, more than 20 ighes of various Indian aiclines, includ-
Ilm. international lights, recetved bomb theeats, Some of them went into
pmergency made anc landed at the closest alrport and re-scroened ullrn
seaspera, Whibe all threat ealls mirned ot to be hoixes, prssengers sulfered the
Ineonvenience of hving to underge security checks and lost thelr preclous
time whibe abrlines alvendy operating on tght marging incurred heavy loses,
AnAde Incin direct Night from Mew Delll o Chics go wis diverted toa remote
|III . it lgakuit bn Canada, while the Singapore Avimed Fores seramblod

wter jots for the Alr Indla Exproas fight t© land safely after a lunnl. that
,\pml wn short-teem :mxm\\ﬂh'l]nl 1o the alrlines, the peroaption of lower
e mui-ti. woubd cause long-term lnaging fssues,

According to |m-l|:n|:uu-v Infurmatic un i 17v.-nr~ul.! by,
num lm.lnllnrlpmn in Chhattsgarh, all lﬂ teel o handlo on X in the

o the frieawd with whiom he hsd a dispute nmlpe»uutl by threats from
Mumbal police ook the minor into custody
“entral Iumumuu-n: I8 planning o l|ml|!|l' the deployment of alr mar
shals on sensitive routes. Adr marshals are highly trained counter-torror oper-
athves who ave covertly placed on civilban fights o deal with possible kijack-
Ing attempts, The government b8 also planning o incronse the penaley mposed
o the ace un-rl

“The government s o b
threat s mnr un ||1| nofly I|u1 “The Burea of Civi Mln::nn Securlty pro-
inlmfl this idea to the Unbon aviation ministry in June 2064, and the proposal i

welng serlously eonaidered following the rising threats vecelved in the
st Wik,

Mevertheless, the government shoubd be mindful of its lmpact on bona fide
indormers, who wanted to help the authovithes by tpplng them off. While the
fear of law §s good, suthorities should not make informing them prohibitvely
costly. The alrlines must keep a fine balanee between costs and seeurity,

a school dropout
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wea the A4 Nobel Pri in
Economics for research
that explored the aftermath
of eolonisation, to under-
stand why inequality per-
slstn aven 111l teday, espe-
miries that are
corvuption and
dictatarship.

According 1o the IM'llI
'imulluh Academy
Sclences  reloase lh|~
year's laureates in the eco-
nomie scbenes Dran
Acemoglu, imon Johnsan
and James Hobinson
have  demonstrated  the
Importance  aof  socbital
Enstitutions for oo
prosperity. Soc i
poor rube of law and nsti-
tutbons that exploit the pog-
ulatlon do not penerate
growth ar change for the
botter.  The  lnureates'
Ijps 18t uncles-

h

Prof, Acemogh s the
s of the triangular part-
nership lnking the two
Brltomns, He 18 an o
s prodeasor it M1
authored  with — James
Hoblnson (then ot Hurvard
University) Why Nations
Fal wd Eeosroric Origing
af  Dictatorship — and
Denocracy, In 203, he oo
authored  with  Simon
ddohnson the book Power

aun, Progress: ar
Thousand Year Struggle
Qver  Tochnolagy ddil

Prosperity.

But thelr foundational
work together began in
2004 when in a jolnt paper
Plllﬂlulunl by the Natkonal
Sureauy of Economic
Research, Acemoglu,
Johnson  and  Hobinson
c:m]alrlrully and thearetd:
cally demonstrated  that
econamle institutlans pluy
o fundamental role in the
differences in sconomic
.hwhmmml around the
postulated

eld,  Thay
Ilml *Renamie (nstiiu

©
rholders, 0
are relatively fow
e nlu to b n||:|ur|-¢| by

power-holders
Why Natlans Fail ls an
aboquent, profusaly

researched and extremely
schalarly wnalysin of these
Tl book

|h|~||~i“l|y'tll'pt raids oy solv-
g some baske politienl
problens, 1t ks iportant o
mrasp this and 1o Ilr:lpumhu
Just that the mathoes take
us through a spectrum of
thme and geography to
Hlustrate how and why
same natlons evolved nto

directional  change In
Hritaln and it hary |
e bl fo (he e
yisars or so. Historleal Iurn
Ingg points such as this led
te farreaching — coms-
uensces, The 1|.w|l|1(|[' \-1|k|
J‘nlul“t nel the reblsth of

l'rum the

Deng xhﬁi{lll
“li | s Witk Il

I:u'f]nn quite dramatically
with the deseription of the
entirely  different situa
tang of (e two lalvis of

tht town of Nogales por-
amied by @ fenes to bi parts
of the United States and
Maxbeo, The Nogales in
Artzona In the LS thrlves,
wh i Nogales in

The answe
|||-u Im the um} tha two dif-
fecrent socletien formed dur-
brsg the early colonkal per-
odl, An Instiutional diver-

e ook hen, with
the implications lasting
sty thee present day,"

I cther wards, the differ-
e wis bocause of how
United  States  and

Miieo evalved u!ﬂ'ﬁ:mnrlf
with very different politl-
el and eeonnke syslerms,
One yst [

sochitbes, while otherw lan-
wished as highly unequal
sochetbes. Some atates are
~|N|-l'1ll.h'¢| arviin "extrae-
¢ palltical Institutians”
\\Iurn the  institutions
serve fo satisfy the asp
tioms of & narvaw e

alone.
Calonialism was clearly
A T II\\ politieal sys-
Hut does India seill
'l:ll’ll.l“l\\ polltical
system? Many an econo-
mist will acgue that the
it suggests just this.
Whe we see the evolving
patitics through this prism,
m- have an answer for the
wwth of family o clan
1h||:‘lllu|lml political perties
o on Abde, amd the nodable
axpanslon of the upper
wlagses and the growlng
power o fmily-owned
usInease s,
Standing in sharp con-
trat to the nations domi-
nated by m::ruruw- |m||l!

i
the Land for the colonial
masters in Europe, while
Ui athie evalvied dis o the
codoniantion by e settlers
and for thedr beneflt
Suggesting that if the
United States diel not free
Haelf b 1776, 1t might have
evelved differently, Like

Insibl, perhaps?
Speculation ashde, the
book tells us “that while

econamle instiutlons are
critical for determining
whather a country ks poor

perous, It 8 politics
ang palitieal inatitutlans
that determine what soo-
nombe insthiutions a coun-

il
nations hased on !In
palitical and hence
niomle nstitutions, This |~
amply evidenced by why
andd what happeni<l 0
land that made it the
centre of (he Industeinl
Revolution, The precursor
o this was the Glorkous
Rewolutlon of 1688 as a
rvesult of the overthrow of
Bing James 11 of England
by i unbon of English par-
limmentarinns  and the
Dutch stadtholder, Willinm
Il of Orange. King James
I's overthrow began mocd-
s English parlinmentary
democracy, The Bl of

I Shounggel, o wnkque
Instirutaon in China for de-
tenthon of sendor Comm-
nkat Party lenders, would
aasily be ancdher, One day
histary may become maore
charitable townrds PV,
Narastmha Rao, wha hee-
akded the dismantling of
the contrally planned state
and the industrial controls
cenirval to it with just a sin-
ghe plainly worded mdmin-
Istrative order,

Why Nations Fail |s a
hugely reaearched study,
and a truly educative book
that takes you all over the
wrld i s exam inatlon of
why some couniries pros-
pered and others didn't,

1 bs the sort of boal that
must be made requived
rending for anyone who
asplres o shape. mould o
lead this natlon, or even
serve it in more musdane

WiyR

Eut that might be o tall
arder for o palltical system
where leadership is inher-
I, o dictated by a secret
cabil, oF whare & barean
crat's rise 1o administra-
tive leadership & not a
result of merit or achieve-
v st il bo s possnge
af time awnd service thme,
Finally, it 18 a book for all
thvose who care aboul thelr
socletles and deearn of
Ilanhl: that never were and
wander wiy not?

The writer, a policy ans-
Tysr studying economibe
il Secavity deaues, has
Dl senbor pasitions i
goversmnent and fndustey

ther appreciated nor
financially rewarded.
Petty politics and lack of
suitable infrastructure
makes the best of them
prefer attractive packages
abroad.

Anthony Henrlques

Mumbai

RUINING RAILWAYS

INDIAN Railwaya have been playlng
with our lives I:]\: vt flking up vacant
posts, How ean a boco pilot remain aleet if
e has i do extra shifts? An BT reply
anys that of LITHA sanctioned pests of
Joco pilots and asslstant boco pilots, 18,766
nearly 15 per cent — were vac
March | this year, Accarding 1ot
data relensed by the Rallways, 351 peaple
dbedd mnel 570 were (njused in o8 many as
200 consequential rallway nccidents in
thie Inst flve years. b 5 too much o sxpect
an explanation for tee anodl's pace st
which the Traln Collislon Avaldance
Systern In belng inatalled and the lck of

manpewer in the rallways!
ujit D

Kolkata

JUSTICE MADE OVER

THE NEW BRONZE statue of the goodess
of justhee matalled mm the judges’ libeary
of the Supreme Court has the colo-
nlal mipelat s clabmd, The sculpture
has removed thee hILllﬂIUIII 1IJ>1|I\ that 1hL
low s mot blind and s carryin 1;1

Conatitution of Indin ln her Jeft nlhl
Inatead of the sword now, [t seiis i e
g that justies would be ensured under
the Constituthon and not by sword,
Homerver, although the st of the god:
dess of jusiles has been glven this cos-
mitle makoaver, what i mn store o the
commoe man bn weems of secelving early
ol the rlght kird of justios matters most,
With so much pendency and cose baad, i
remalng o be seen whether that indesd

will bt the cise,
AP, Thiruvadi
Chennal

it il

A different cup of
tea as Maha polls
loom in aftermath
of Haryana shock

Asaeaibly palls in Maharashira due
on November 20, the ithon there
hhelnli‘nmed tocarry € i lhatross of

Treithrs, thay too would face an o)

I!Iihl ar wm? :he li.ll"a ihuk \rlcwramln

mne!n Mahamh:ra ahnad of thie nm:y-omu
o Assembly polls.

Haryana handed a shock defeat to the Congress
which hatlhm :he hm mmu'lmln the media and
also in the ex 15, The BJIP, which was the

underdog, monml in cm:lml  hat-trick to
vemaln in power, surprising even o section of the

party.
The obvious question Is whether the H,
mul: will havve an lmpm M Mmmh:ra.w e
1Ll M dle and the
ﬂnmltlm mha 1|uu hmﬂl I8 rlving i mrun

Nn two elections. are simbar, The polities of
Haryana and Maharmshtra is difforent, 1ike chalk
and chesse, Haryann ks tiny co 11 Mitha-
raghtra, the i fnoed by the weatern
state ave vastly diferent, and huge, That apart, the

bﬂemor‘maﬂandlnmaamu a8 joblessness
caimamion to both atat

Intevest ylhemnmmulllmmlhemn
stituents of the MVA equal vy, a8 the
big brother. This

wlf?“mcm:;mlnmm , g

i
the feeling that unless they work Hke o hami of

For nan-B/1* members in the Mahayutl, the BJP

wl o dominate and have its way in seat

Thie doof the BIP-ed

Ml 1 Nlbmmwndhwemmw
Amit Shah and Prime Minister Norendrn Modl,

While the MVA has to fine-tune the caste bl

ance delicately against the teckdrop of growing
temslon between Marathas and ORCs and EXPOAE:
the Muha tl werﬂmn: on its promises and
g{u F-lixl front la unllkelr m
st l'mm uulm: :hc H Indutva card for polarkss
tlon, What the Haryana outcome has dang !n
Maharashtra is to caution the Opposition M\u\
against daydreaming that it has already come to

power. The tendency to take the I mr granded
boomeranged in Haryana and thit should be kept
in mind in Mahar trn — this 18 how a palitical

nbmer

It means rhal Haryana's outcome should be
taken a8 a wake-up call, The MVA neds :mm»
ot o 1 carnmen cauise to fght unitedly o
astrong nastative and a vibirant ca m‘lan
et 1Ll victory. Candidmbe selection ks cruelal
In n huge moraly I:nmu.'r
%, which was down In the
dumps after th Lak Sabh mllavmm u Tdled o

mEparity on. s own, Hal

SBCUTE i
as an ellxie o the world's la
fiwckrg 118 wierst crlads aince Mr Modi emarjged an
the nitional soene in May 2014,

It ks exqually true that the BJP is cleverly spraad-
Ing the Haryana narmtive o ensure thit
dori't see s detincle n the Kaghmir Valley in
JEK electlons, the first after mmnunﬁhcmn
mmlalmmlﬂmltwmm

cecaslon in the nation's hi l‘hc ll.rl'
falled to win & single sesat in the Vs and s
enthe strategy theee mllmedllhnamkorwﬂn

In Haryana, the BIPs fight was with the
Comygreas, but in the J&K ﬁmmhlr.ﬂﬂhmlﬂm

Wik ulmalw'llna And the res

ek, Mr Modl's

Mﬂmmeﬂlhlhenﬂuicﬂf:hem s well as
that of Maharashira. Cvernight, the BJF eatapat-

ad froe the number four spot o Bumber one in the
Assembly polls held in L year on
af the strong showing in the mksauu mlla
That time, the Congress could secure Just two oul
nm sets and the mlvm NCI'IW woat, T! hn
v Seran wis undivided and was part af the
NIM It niot anly meant the saffron rise in the pre-
miler stite but alse the decline of the C
ane of iis bastions. The Irwd;' la :hmhe
mllnd 10 stabillse in the st

wo regional parties i be of the
wn an:
Mahmlhn‘a has alwa ﬁll

ndartnfthn

national mainstream s nu I’M

e bl to form a governmn, oW despite
lelers Like thie lute Hal leray aml Sharad
Pawnr heading reglonal parties

El'l.'hag
filled 1o

The BIP anidd the Congress ld tried to.
In the 14 Assembly polls, but falled to gt a

rity,

m’%lm Joale different fur the BIP than what they

were sarlier in pollbound Maliarashtra, whes

much water Tas fown down the Krishna and
| “The BJFs dominance in the premiee

gt Cngrom, whic It vetualy o o

uding the Congres, it viriually
dend a decade

Mahmnhtrﬁa nelther Haryana alui Gu.lam
mor Madhya Pradesh, where one-part
'h-eennmhllnhud 11 han boen wlmm
nrl\'mnl::n nlnen.!'nsa'liw mﬁ:'a e I ﬂn
compelling the nationa 0 remain
denton reglonal parties n??" Mnc:mn?m
Gppasition in Maharashtra bs concerned aver e
ped misuse of EVMs in the wake of the
7 o ]
With the state seeing a rollercoaster ride sinee
2009 with many dramatlc political developments
will [ fpllrely to nasurme that the stats would
wlmm fudden uammﬁmam o much turmol
The hattle i Just beginning for the wealthlest state
In the country. It ks going to be a tricky affabr for
rival allisnces, No one can take anything for
%ranled Chme thing i, however, sure, It will be the
ereest fight witnesaed for the capture of Munibai,

The writer 18 & fournallst based in
Now Daihi
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A beginning in
Islamabad

S Jaishankar's visit to SCO meet is an lee
breaker for India-Pak ties, It could lead to
substantial talks and tangible gains

Leomes as no surprise that there was no

breakthrough between Indiaand Pakistan at the

meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SC0) Council of Heads of Government in
Islamabad. External affairs minister S Jalshankar had
made it eminently clear that his visit across the border,
the first by an Indian foreign minister in nine vears, was
mare about the multilateral meeting and had less to do
with taking forward the bilateral relationship,

However, it has to be noted that Jaishankar has also
said in recent weeks that India will respond to every
Pakistan-related development, whether positive or
negative. In that context, there were no fireworks of the
sortwitnessed at the SCO foreign ministers’ meeting in
Gon kst year, India's was a dignified presence, where
Julshankar outlined what New Delhi expects of the
Eurasian bloc and how it has not measured up to the
SCOChum'r especially in terms ul'nr. uriglnn] objectives
of Chinese
Premier Li Qlang, in his addlesu hightighted the need 1o
strengthen joint actions to fight terror, The Indian side
also got across its point regarding the need to safeguard
sovereignty and terdtorial integrity, something that
needs 1o be seen in the context of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, which Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharilhod held up asa project for establishing
800 connectlvity framework,

The India-Palkdstan interaction, whatever linle could
be witnessed in video footage, was cordial and minimal.
There were exchange of pleasantries and brief
conversatlons between Jakshankar and his Pakistani
counterpart Ishag Dar, in informal surroundings
though nothing substantial appears to have emenged.
This breaking of loe could be seen as a beginning,

“That this happened at a time when a newly elected
government was sworn in Srinagar, purely colncidental
though, should prod Pakistan to look beyond its stated
position on Jammu and Kashmir and accept the new
paradigm. There are areas where India and Pakistan
com quiety make a fresh start, trade and ericket being
among them, There are reports of the revival of ericket
ties figuring in Jalshankar's informal conversations in
Iskamabad. This is surely the least contentious of issues,
and combined with trade, could well become the start
of a calibruted approach wwards reviving bilateral ties,
It i too much w harbour expectations of normalcy in
refations, but this is a beginning that could lead to more
substantial conversations and tangible gains,

Breaking impasse in
. (] . . TN
Manipur’s civil strife
he Centre-mediated talks in Delhl involving
legislators from conflict-tom Manipur on Tuescay
didn’tyvield a breakthrough but the initiative isa
good beginning, Since ethnic violence broke out in
Manipur in May 2023, at least 220 persons have died
and over 50,000 people have been left homeless,
Violence has since become sporadic but the healing
process is nowhere to be seen, In fact, the Delhi
meet revealed the deep chasm that exists smong
communities when the Kuki MLAs declined o engage
their colleagues from the Meltel community: A
stutement was isswed on behall of the Kuld legislators,
which sald that peace discusshons are feasible only after
aseparate administration ks set up for the hill districts
thatare home to Kuld-Zo-Hmar communities,

This impasse is the outcome of the hill districts
perceiving the administration in mphal as partisan to
the Meiteis. Chief minister (CM) N Biren Singh, a Meitei
himself, has done litthe to remove this perception.

The BIP has backed his leadership despite the collapse
of the administration and the electoral reverses faced in
the general election — the party lost both the Lok Sabha
seats in Manipur to the Congress. The state needs
leadership that can rise above the divisions in the
soclety and present itself as a neutral arbitrator,

Interestingly, CM Singh was not invited to the
legislators’ meeting in Delhi, where it appeared that the
Cenre intended to use the good offices of the MLAs
from the Naga community to broker peace, The plan
may not have worked out this time but the Centre
needs o persist with talks, and perhaps, get credible
chvil society voloes from outside Manipur to starta
conversation. Polities in Manipur is communitarian
anel the elected representatives are beholden to
Influential grassroots groups that dictate the terms and
conditions of talks, The polarisation is so stark that few
inManipur are willing to intervene in a scenario
presumably contralled by armied groups,

HT ¢

OPINION

Delhi must speak up
for UN peacekeepers

India has invested
money, effort and time
to make peacekeeping
safer. It should not stay
quiet when the safety
of UN personnel is
under threat

il bsract's target-
I of the Unlied
Natbons (UN) and
its ngencion and of
secrelary-general
Antonio Guierres
has not received the attention It
should, with even the West, covertly
and overtly, supparting lweacl on this
matter, the UN is Anally receiving
some anention because lsraell
Diefense Foroes (IDF) mtacked the UN
peacekeeping force In Lebanon,
wihich o his a sizeable contingent
from some western countries. Noth-
Ing like westem inlerists being hart
for i matter 10 receive atlention!
Farael's ongoding ground operations
Inside Lebanon have seen the United
Mutfons [nterim Porce In Lebanon
(UNIFIL) coming under direct lire
from the [DF, Over lve days, lis Nag-
wors heaclquarters and otler posts
were flred o by [DF tanks and sol-
dicrs, inguring lve UN peacekee pers,
causing skin irriation In 15 of them
firoen mmake bombs, and wilfiully cous-
ing clamage to several UNIFIL assots
such as vehicles, communication

tothe credit of UNIFIL that they have
stood thedr ground and not glven In o
Isrmel’s call 10 evacuate ranks from
chanon or 1o the vilifieation cam-
pakin that has started.
lsrael mrgeting UN peacekeepers
has predictably wmalhm HILTIRE,
||xlulll1! In the West (since outrige
4 uwpurlull.uunu ommrlu

Ir| fuct, India has always stood at
t of condemning any
alw:le an UN peacekeepers and has
imvested money, effort and time in
making peacekeoping safer. During
Innchiea’s stint by the LN Security Coun-
@l 0222, it prioritsed the secarity
of UN peacciecpers under the slogan
“protccting the protectors”, The

I'mm thet
add up o much), Condemning these
amnchs, M of dhe 50 UNIFAIL troop-aone

Justion (UNSCIY) 2568, plioted by India,
was ndopted during the country’s

i ssueda ot suste-

I ol the Council In August

HNEW DELHI
FRIDAY
OCTOBER 18, 2024

aw luu'n-mn volary Mmmumnnnmmu M-Iyﬁu‘m larger

olfective now, more so with Pak

cal will of Member States, particubarly
of the troog- and police-contributing
counirles, o champlon the mple-
mentation of UNSCH 238",

Even though lndia hss elose ties
with Israe] = given the mutally ben-
eliclal relations and our stake in hat
resglon — it sinply cannot be that our
proximity o that country (o, for
IIM mitler, any other) makes us

ment calllng on parties 1o AL Unanlmously adopling
stoge such actlong mmedi thils resoluthon, the Councl
ety and Investigate. Though called for promoting
Trsidin hise expressed concern secountability for the killing
sepastcly, susprisingly, it did of — and all acts of vieknee
not juln I lesplte being the agninst — UN peacckeeping
thirdHargest current contrib- o | el to address ih
utor to UNTFIL with mare 15 |mpumy of nggremons by
than S woogs. Indonesii s~ Tirgmurti  investignting such acts, and
the bop contributor, followed arresting and prosecuting
by Maly, There ane nearly e T TS,
10500 peacekeepers st Indian diplomats worked
tioned there under e UN Mig from 50 on this draft for several months wo

troopeon iributing countries, schuding
Framce and Spakn, But. innmodiaely
after the jolnt sitament was Issued,

this glaring gap in the UN peace-
eeplng mandate — the lick o

accountabiliny of those who commit
ginat UN p gl

it "l Tally”

with that seaterment.
T’ susbudiiind el alimcet efuctant
roaction s all the more disturblng
becmsse il has been no strmager o s
preaceleepers shedding blood for the
LIN, eigghat e 1 st got bmvobvcd in UN
quﬂ plang i e 50w, I s s
o] the it mumiber of casuialiies in
UN pescokeoping operntions — 177,
Trsikia o wlso contribated the hisord-
cally largest umber of troogs — mare

| |1lhrurﬁ'u'
.lli] {tyof UM g feir

202526 ReuTERs

laration of e UN secretary-general
Guterres as persona nov grata (an
unwelcome persony — o misgukded
st b penilise the secrctary general
Fosr wihiat I3 peally o fallling of 193 UN
member Stes, In the midstof all this,
the advisery ruling of the Interma-
thonal Court of Justice (ICT) has boen
drowned out = a ruling that once
ugalm underiined the legal basés fora
Palessinion State by declaring biracls

ces, of which our awn lrnomnm ]

part.

ml'smmmlw towards the UN
T nly become worse since the Gaza
‘war brolke out in October lastycar. UN
agencies hiave been langel lsracl.
Thie Unised Nations Reliel and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugoes in the
Near Eaust (UNFWAL which b the ltTL'-

jll‘llk.v.
For exnmple, 1L 18 estimated tl
betwieein January |, 1948, and May 13,
2022, 1,008 UN peaccle
Wil mrsid ot st 3,007 injuared “us o
result of mulichous acts”, Hardly any-
one responsite for these crimes has
beem brought to justice. Launching
the “Group off Friends™ In the UN o
implement UNSCR 2569, [ndia's
rxlrrmlal'lnlrunln!-lcr pulnud ol

lime fior
ugees, has been obstructed in per-
foarming Is critbeal human arian
i et jusit by Bsrael bu also by e
Wiesl. sraed bs bringhng Indnal legls-
Nt o Ben LINIRAYA i the ocoupiced
Palestindan territories at a time when
ALODO Palessinians have been killed
in Gaza. two milllon have been dis-
placed, nnd are fcing hunger ane dis-
ense, Anat hrrlnlllmwul Isrwel’s hos-

ol this Gvea Strip and the
West Bank, inclading East Jerusalem,
s unlawlul,

lsraed has tradivonally perceved
the UN as acting against iL. India, on
the other hand, has been a strong
wvotiry ol the UN and ihe UN sysiem,
That I why wie remaln engaged and
contime o demeand reform of the UN
Securily Councll womake the UN mae
relevant and credibde. While there
maay have been a few blips in Indin's
relations with the UN, we should be
careful not to lose sight of aur larger
olsfective, sspecially whin Pukdstan s
polsed 1o enter the Council for
202626,

TS Tievmmunti v farsser Pormarnent
Represontative af i jo the
Unieedd Narions.

equdpersent, and perimeter walls, It is

s 250,000 50 far,
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A Benninger model in
Indian architecture

spective, an outsider's eye to see

Istorics arc most sccurately writ len
H by iravellers. It takes o fresh per-
something for what it Is. 10s pnnly

work profeundly shaped its architectural
landscape wiih a sensitivity io bocal culture,
elimnte, and hisory,

Benninger, wh:rdkdononubor:i 04,

the reason why vislton are with
Nndi's culture, the hubbub, the colours and
the landscape, whike th I bemann nmd
fret abeut the dally niny-gritty.

India’s architectural hisiory of the past
century is inextricably intertwined with
archinects who had no roots in the subcont-
nent, but once they made thelr way here,
Iecame frm sons of the soll, Thelr best work
wits often reilised hereas they distled meod-
erndst predilections in the new climate they
Tound themsetves in,

(Ostensibly, it all staried with the Gackwad
family hiring Charles Mant for the Laxmi
Vilas Palace in Baroda n 1850, Robert Chish
nl||| Eclwin Lutyens and MV Lllb(lu‘alrl' Fol-

d sull, bullding bo a varkety of 1

the remlm of instl archi-
tecture through his deep understanding of
place and his ability o integrate modernist
principles with the unlque vernacular trad |-
toms ol India. His ife and practioe exempli-
fiedl the power of architecture to shape not
Just buildings, but the communities and
Institutions |Ihl'l1 |I1hﬂﬂll lEG‘I‘n-

e to Indl
his carly involvement in developmental
Issmes and his partic pation ina Ford Foun-
dation lellowihip, In the carly 19705,
ninger settbed In Pune, founding the Ce
for Development Studies and Activities
(CDSA) alongside Bernard D'Mello, This
nndlnl.r Bocamiea hubs for researdh on urban

commisslons. By the thme governor geneml
Loils Mouintbatien haided over the
keys, the forelgn architect had
become the wldmme symbol of the
Edifice Complex, s described by
Dheyun Sucljic.

Till chis tirme. the vislting archi-
tects hand seen lnle of Indin, bellev-
g nothirg of value really existal
in the local craft. The British-bom
gentleman architects, swellering in
el r sults upon elephants during
shte visits, weren 't too inclined o leam about
local practices — resources were seer as
unlimited, as wis imperial power. and belng
dismbssive of the bocals was in thelr best
Inneress as other commissions would Follow,

In e post-Independence erm, the fabu-
lowsly weakhy princes, both [ndian and oth-
erwlse, were replaced with the wlam i

gslde

Amit
Khanna

rurl planning, and the inter-
section of archdweture with human develop-
meril.

The establishment of his own
jpractice, Christopher Charles Ben-
ninger Architects, allowed him to
lring his ideals of human-centrie,
elimater sive, and contextu-
ally grounded design o fruition.
Benninger believed that biudldi ngs,
particularly public institutions,

e pali-

MARK RUTTE
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Plug gender gap in
labour to boost GDP

chibeving gender ity i Il coukd
oot uwcupl:mouum oy 2025,
representing o W% incroase over the
current contribitlon, Al present,
wormen contributeabout 18% of Indk's GOP, sig
miflczrtly botow thi ghotal average of 7%, This
indlicwien & vast poterstinl for growth I gender
s inemplayment are addressed.
According o UNESCAP (007), o 0% pems-
ment increwse In femnde labour ﬁanmm
Bﬁl\wmlld Jeach o i 0.7 s I the
. Research o

;)lmnnlllm dwhum 07 lakh were warnen.

thon, heulth cure, and other essential services,
ol s [ tlvesveicves bt o for thicir fanllics,
Neneling to improved well-belng and greser por
et pathan in eommun gy [k, As of Sepember
2024, 245 lakdh women beneficiarion wene limbed
e POSHAN; 1176 lakeh SHO mierbers and their
Hamailies attendedd health camps across urban
arens of the country, Cruchally, the formatlon
and srenghening of these SHGE have bien

ilmkl brdu:qrtd s Nexibde, open, }ulﬂwmmmlhﬁmﬂ wormets Thise grou ps providid a sale and sup-

el in spaces that refleot the m1|lm.1|.u|1£\lw|.1h|‘rr rane for mabes ol portive space for inseraction. [ostering trust, sol-

utm ud :hc B0C d\'l WY SErve. oost India's m'w ™. Increasing women's mnq and mu:unl Support. Trle: enhanced
exhibited a simp alsa Imch ] w not oty b

nll’uml bt o complexdty n spatial organisa- " d lamally d i d of

o, always with an eye ko creating human-
seabe environmen s (hat encourage [erac:
Hunmd:unmurllg Tha: Cervantes bullling,
the Suzl
mu showcase Uhal complexity, weaving
shaded open spaces amoun d

govern ment-makl g cities, Louls k',lhnnnd
L Cortausler bath saw thelr most impressive
works come (o B in Indla, grooming the
first genention of ll‘lllj" Inllan architects
i d 4 1 he
fession — BY Doshi, Charles Correa, Has:
mukh Patel were all foreign: e and
learned thelr eraft under visiting archiects
The outcomses have shaped the Indinn ciy, as
the rapldly mulnﬁlylm: local pmmm
Iooked to emulite thelr western heroes,
The next gencration of visiting architects
10 the subkontinent ddn't come as etab-
lished masters of thedr crafe, Laurle Baker,
Joseph Stein and Geoflrey Bawa bullt up
thelr ocuvres slowly, Smaller

hllldlnp |I||l hold them togethor, Ben-

ninger's work has o pliysical kinshdp with the
work of Joseph Stedn and Geolfrey Bawn ~

modernism
local elimate and materials — that makes it
feel incredibly rooted.

It s wempting to see Benninger's death as
thie end of an era, where the wide o
architect visiting Indin nsde it his orme and
changed the landscape, As with all predic-
tions. ommnlj' needs o rnalu aprophecy |n

I
Tiesdth andl ulumllun oulcoies, wd l\dul:ul
poverty levels, Th s imakoes o strong case for -

mﬂwlklmmdlnwnmmn

Between 2007 o 2021 the Periodic Labour
Force Survey data shows Lt the
Isbomur faree cipation rate (LFPIY
Incrensed by five poroontage polints for
urbsn wimen. Kntina) Ragship mis-
siong have contributed 1o o lnrge
extent o improving the female LFPR

have it

||nm:rmlnlp‘-ui e 'I'Jl'II!mrylsctﬂulnL\l
thee My al ¢

yullu practices that I‘nlul! al least Ulll

were met with inventive lorms and unlgue
methocks of tackding the climste,

Within this millew, it is iImportant to
examine the work of Christopher Charles
Benninger. Born in the Unlted States in 1942,
although Bernlnger's life and career took o
path similar 1 many of his predecessors
who were drawn 1o the subcontinent, his

CHRISTOPHER BENNINGER
INF CEDTHE REALM
OF INS

el
\Il(.llln(.lll IHIIUI
HIS ABILITY TO INTEGR
MODERNIST PRINCIH
WITHTHE UNIQUE
VERNACULAR TRADITIONS
OF INDIA

=<
=:

pouse, having been aequined
dumu Turther studies and work abrosd, by
e growing pool of young bdian architects
ehoosing to return b India o praciise.

s bt rwest P g By the fnct b Drhia s
ance agaln raing to be & global power,
atracting taleni Mrom around the world as
wir budid the next 50 billlon squore feet over
the next Few decades, Contemporary archi-
wects are riding the boom in Indian real
entate, sourcing materials from around the
worrhd to produce lixurious bull dings for an

ever-expanding pool of wealithy patrons,

As such, Benninger's passing does miark
the end ol a kind uﬂ‘nnﬁm!:ml lak onily
wigor with limited resources might practise
— @ Compassionate modernisim — i moder-
s that we might look back an as the best of
both worlds,

At Khanra is design principol, AKDA, awd his
wesreh fociss i e trangformanion of eitkes
The wiews expreased are persona |

leets: il

ailibling
lnuldunnlsmkr TeOnTs, e thelr mobi
ity I activitkes
ulL\'n.m vedfor men.
ey citdes, women SHGs bave
aken o0 the operation amd malnte
mancy of water and sonisaon st o,
Boooming entreprencurs, owning
msgets, sl rumnkng samittion busi-
messes, This shatters gender storoo-

in urban India. Take, for instance, Debolina rypes and dernonstrates the power of
Demdayal Antyodayn Yojana — Kund i empowerTReT (o transionm
Natianal Urban Liveliloods Mission undu lives. Theconvergence of NULM with
(VAY-NULM), the flagship mission of the Svachh Blarat Mission and Atal
the mlnhv of housing and urban Misslon for Rifuvenation and Urban
-NULM soeks to alleviane ton exermpilics uwmmn
paverty arnd w Im.-mnlhy amang FTMLTIENI ) WO e e
crealing path- N:lmsmlnummuwshm.
Lo bl self-emyployment and Becoma crucial condules of informa-
:ilil el wigge: opportun ges. fostering shon o connect marginalised oom-
sustalnable lvellboods, and empower- Anju munites with government
ing ndividuals o beeak freefrom e Byiyedi  Ememmes relited s health care. o
cyche of poverty, The nission offers ton, pensions, and olher soclal
nargeted waindig and credit facilites B, Thelr deep-rootod presence
for wormen entrepreneurs and sell- within conmmamities and uncderstand-
help groups, Asal ler H024, the mision ellctively dis-

s successailly renc hed out toover i crore ben:
effclaries, Inchacing over B0 lakh women
threangh 008 sell-Tel p grosps (SHGE) in urban
o, these women with iocess 1o
evedit, a cruchal tool for evanomic empower-
ment, D.‘\'l‘ !\'UI.MHm(rlmllm ol mmy

g
seminate information ane facllite access o
these vital services.

g thie Cowid=10 panideriie, women SHGs
provided community suppost and helpad 1o
bl thee g between vulrerabile populations.
] Ve rothel efforts. Given India's cur-

ing 20M-2022, 4.56 Iakhnlﬁ'.‘ﬂhlmﬂrlr‘u |n
wirhan ek, recelveed revolving Runds, under il
ferent components of DAY-NULM. Over the
| ot 1157 Bk SHG candidines reortved
traaing mcl&wnlwhm Which 6,20 Lakh gt
By 2024, 672 lnkh SHIG

i urban Inclia facl lmdu«l mrnlmg I\w.h.ln

vnchs, DAY-NULN
great importance in harnessing the demo-
dlividend, espocially among poor house-
Tholds. It is menmm o inerese 18 coverage
i all tows and dikes,

Detwding Keundu bdirector fackdiinaf charge),
‘Neskom) busatest of Ut Aflidrs ot

A Dy Mol Mpssion)

marily socessed by wom,

mlsdm [l !klllmlnlng [n(ubwll‘i.a
Dakhy Inadividuals, 1009 lukh of them belng
women = B.72 bk doed canclidies secured

Marngomvent Uit DAY NULM o rhet
Lo mivedarry o bovesiveg el o s gffsirs.
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Europa: Off to peerinto
drops of Jupiter's moon

Naseas wmission toa Galilean moon of Jupiter in a shell of ive will et us Fnow §fits balky

ocean has

i
took offon
Europa, one

moons discovered by G ||l|l'
leo in 1610 Thel

discov
cost, but also spun ofl mo
weare about to find outin

will, to not mll\ 1|||--|1I||tul‘.( fentific l'||l|u| Y,
it also to, well, spivit itsel
and debate, In Diadoguee Concerming the
Two Chigf World Systems, the astronome
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| the wande
d that there are fo
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hold three times the qu
Earth, Does this oc
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Towhich,
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or challenging the

fentists now expect
yerol
s reckoned to

anie moon also
clements that support life here
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of Jupiter's four
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the need lor gutsy
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The Europa Clippe
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Niehur told €7
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arming world is reducing th
e lurlllnm:iilu-lll\ Overthey

novel, Polish sci
ital an oceanic pl
1, though, wi

- mMoon
care of the great blue globe we inhabit,

s f Hfe, The here is water—what we've failed so starkdy to secire on Earth

P Probes will look for signs, Could it,
¢, also be swar

of the kind found

Lake Vostok's sheets ol jee

else lluwr' lknow

rwith organisms
sl —living under
What

and stud
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ited with bated bre
e sclentist Curt
“hanece forusto
might have been
j_n |1||[.lmu|(|

e.l 20 ye

lerm
ture, snow and ice—has dropped
lem per year, The Arctic cap s shrinking fast,
nee Vovager ! Ourwater securiiy thireat, with the poor
1974 rev set 1o bear the brunt of ity. Ina 1961

ntient, capable
nls, 0t were on
It weleome us to peer into drops
andurge us totake better

Food inflation is hard to control
even without perverse incentives

Supply shortfulls are bad enough but we've also had polie

I8 associate professor at Jawahadal Nehin
Unfversity and visiting fellow at the Centre
deSelinces Humalnes, New Delly

etall infaticn estbmates for Sep
tembaer 2024 pol
ek based on

Price Index (CT1) b

rlly o account of
Soany eupl

soonficmed fears
ofan upswing driven by food prices,
Tourakretail Inflation ks

w-year basls, Retall
v el Aniguest w
s.||.|||ul.m line Tromn an average of
i thae preceding 12 months, pri
g b last year,
nflatbon golng

b 1w Reserve Bank of ldin's (08D
D those bw ond hs was

i, Segstembir estl mates sug
i bnflatkon may hiy
around 5% or above, as has been the 1

Thre has been much discission on
the seasonal nature of food Inflation,
ot thds is at besta partial explanation
al'why It has been sostubborn. While
vegetable nflation In September was
reported at S6%, much ol 1S on account
ol teanatn, andon aned potats prices,
wihikeh malee ugs almost o thivd of tse
m-mluuru-w-n.d.l.-,.lmlu-[ M com
theli
e
, respectively, desplie gov
ernmaedl efforts o hold them ln check

However, two cdler welghty food
Tnerms that comtimse terepart high infla
Hew srealsat 7% anel pralses ol 10%.
Toget |n'| um-.u coned forafourth of

s earlier this
LnsUmer

entlmates enchilming record
produetion; cereal output has outpaced
% and the poparlathon growth over e Last five
Hinflation | years, suggesting an inerease in percap
iy, Yer, inflation n pulses
T veenadosedd 100 or more for e b
manths |ul|Llrl'-1|lnﬂ ithon has wver
aged 1% it iwoy
Even [lu' \\ Tl
WD condirms splhe dn
s coammasdite viri Lhaagh over
all WL athon was just LR2% Inst
anesn s, Fosod Dt bon Jumped 1011
il pulses at
WELnfa
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abill ke at
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shory of L past iwe yeaes

nst Just the everall inflation rai
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Knee jerk reactions to price
spikes have included expart
cwrbs ancl stock limits but shart
termactions to tme prices have
oftenmeant farmess had little
incentive to ralse production

Weneed public investment in
creating well-regulated markiets
and ng g storage facilities
and distribution networks, apart
from research efforts to develop
climate-resilient crop vareties

vl g frame

10 PEARS AGO

It suddenly s
that that tiny pea, pretty
and blue, was the
I putup my thumb and shut
one oye,
blotted out the planet E
I didn't feel like a giant,

I felt very, very small,

Vinterventions that disincentivize output

Iol'a_mlllm\ilnﬂ
s and THY respoc

besaeel than what seasomality would sug
et What should also worry policy

near future, Globally, the Food and
Aggrlenliire Organsatbon highlightsa
Flabing teemwd o ove jardees in fecent
months heat, are
Likely to T
irtabile ol

Tast wiyy wre foodd pari ces so stubbom?
Part bl can be asshgned to uneven
supply arlsdng out of erop lallures or
lossaes cluae o extreme weather events,
Thwese have now become more fregquent
v Ehestggh we Buve net had a wid
drought i recent years. But some ol it
has also bewen de toad -hoc sl
w the governiment, The past thr
years havee seen frequent interventions
by Il ket s for el vege
tilales, Knee-jerk react lons o price
spbloes have inchaded teade resteietions,
stock Hmits and survedllance, While the
panrpse has been Lo all priees,
I st coses Dhey worked o8 perverse
Incentives to producers, whe fownd Hit
ity 10 rdse production,

ales ot
also fow other crops, supply-chaln ¢l
clency requires Lirge pablic invest
il i creating well-regulated mar
Kt el seetting i stownge Tacilitles aned
dlistribastbon networks,
Foond
Just fow in

Fooond st i1l e

thireds ol it for the poorest. Excluding
Focwl Iflatbon frorm HEL's policy frame.
worlowill et solve this problem, We
naeed ways tocontain i, This requives
Large Investments not jJust in sugiply
chiins but also dn pesearch o dev
i sillent crop varieties, Above
all by o gove rmsent policy o be
produces-centric rather than eonsumer
Foeusied for it 1o be elfective,

JUST A TROUGRY

truck me

rth.

and my thumb
rth.

MEIL ARMSTRONG

Don’t underestimate the risk of over-financialization

M. SURESH BABU

I8 dlireenos, Madras Institute of
Desvelopment Studies.

ndlia's financlal sector has grown rapldly
b recent years, According toa minkstry ol
porvss release clated 22 July, Ir
Hzation-te-GDE ratho r
vl prdmary s is e
capital formation of T8 1r
BO2A- 2, up from 30,3 irilllon bn 2002
Thenumber ofinitlal public offering (1POs)
e by 6% 0:272 In 2003
which e Nifty ,mmh-m i Ly 265K
lecline e Previous year.
Thee Natlonal Stock Exeh

unbidled expansion—which could work
cominterproductively in the long ron, A dis
propewtionate dilation of ihe sector, called
‘ver-fnanchalizntion, could cast a shdow
o econombe growth as i ens the elsk of s

St afover i falzation: Manifesta
tions of this p|u'm|l|| o visille in
flnancial-mar] Ity First, there has
been an 1FO rush. I||Ll|-| |JI|I|)l'll|||l'1(|!J 1]
IPC ket with 227 o them, toialling $12.2
oy, fos thee flest elght months of 2024,
while the number ol TROs ghobally declined
cluirfongg s gewtond (e LIS aned Chin hod 133
and GE respectivelyl, Along with this, the
Trlian stoel markoet sehleved a signifleant
wablestone i Auguist B0 as e todal nem

Tt 1 ;|r||||ml|ulJ'Jmlllllmln'umh
202 2020,

seloganent lserucial fos
eeomirmbe growih, as i lowers the cost of
Movanelal intermed; sis thee -
chency of eapltal alkor Mkt fin
Intermedi

lom,
fes prowide the economy

bt ol g I el erossed
e 100 i llian w cearding
veport, which neted that it took juse five
vt b des el o S0
Ha
e, Sknee 2000, e count of redall Investors
erosss e countey has gone up drmatically,
with much of this growih coming from

i
with rislr

arrowing
or investing capdtal o augment its produc
thon potentlal. While the speedy develop

et ol thdssecton i Dl has yiedded mult
pobie biervel i, there st some concens on s

wamler-p tecl reginns.

Second, the IO boom reveals some dis
comfort g trends. While new-age iechnod
oy Nems radsed substantinl capital, less
knawn eastbtles hinve also recebved an over

enthustastic responss, A Delhi-based bike
dlesalier’s IO ws ovier-subseribed nearly 900
tmes; b wanied (o ralse 12 crore, |

nlluhbmnrlll.nl:lml Dlowing 14,800
hichoperates two
e ermpluyees, amd
despite s disclosuees highlighting seve
Eusiiness rlsks, 108 TP0) wis swarmmpedd.
ol eversubseription has been the story of
other IPOKs oo, Exuberant investons
s e dllsndnslbng expert analysis in

showrasms, 1..|=. very

Teet 'wv il b growig mue b Baster than the
aetual economy, then i n
The HKE-24, Sux

against everconfidence in ::urlu-h. .
marhet caplialisation o GDE eatho s not
necessarly asign of economie advaneement
Al | orsophistieation,.. Fequity market claims
k- | o the real ceonomy are excessively high, it

ol over |-:u|lu-|4m|-
deseribing the Tndis
nlx ol m:ll[
pthmism and mis

. the Buffeis
Indicater, which meas
ures the stock marl
overall valuation re
ol conniey's Gl
been ncreasing se
Trwilia's BufTeit ind
I8 hovering above L4,
Inehieating that the rmar
ket bs slgnlfeanily over
el T thds Trame of
analysls, ithe stock mar-

1o et share al
bt Deas repeatenly wamed

Inclia’s swelling base of wvestors,
IPC

market capitaliz
GOF all suggest aphenomenan
ol over-financializ

lewers intermeckation costs and
drives capstal efficiency, but it's

Kotak

nelalization (5 a pro
s wherehy financial
markets, nancial st
tutions and fnancial
1| Iy greater il
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exubErance and soanng

nas aratiool

according o
onomist Thomas Pal
liry, This process [Fans
Torms thae lunetioning of
ok systermsat botl
vo il miero levels,
are e principal
wnteomesof Tnanclill
tlon: First, it edevates the
sdgnificance of the Mnan
whal sector relative o the

Ao that may
resudtinfinancialinstabilivy,

Financlal sector development

tirme fo e in over-extended
markets new withaut letting
the rea economy take a blow,

production sector; second, 11 transfers
ineome from the latter o the former; and
thivd, i bnereases ncome lnequaliiy and
eontributes bo wige si I,

As financlalization galns momestum,
todal chebis temd to vlse, with lnancial-sector
chibt growdng faster
tor debt, To compli
Investment spending is a share of GLP
il reggister a dewnwand trend, dellvering
abnsiness cycke markee by wealk investment
in produetion capacity and alikely surge in
residential parchases,

Large sums of money chasing IPOs sug
fests it dnvestors do ot see other Hguid
Investiment opysortuniti ilaali b tham,
The bl parachos here (s that the et worth of
Brousedicdids B elsen along with thelr debe,
Aceording tea Motilal Oswal report, the et
wort ol Tndian Bousedolds reached recond
157% o GIDP i thee first quarter of 2024.25
Ui ks s i sl Meat incrensa in Ananclal
st s such as shares and mutual funds, But

matlers,

Bousehold debt i als record 42% of

GO This rend looks lkely tocontlnue,
As financkal markets Al the heart of

finan thon, we need to reln them in

sl bt Enfletiong serbous collaieral damage
o Hhe real economy,
These are the authors personal views,



FRIDAY, 18 OCTOBER 2002+

VIEWS 15

THEIR

Indian venture capitalists
investin moonshot ideas

ISTOCAPHDTG

VC firms areyet to bet big
on high-risk tech startups

RITESH BANGLANI .M. HARI
i 8 partner at Stellark Venture I8 @icuthve chairman,
Partrers. His X (formerly Twitter) STEER Workd,

hande ts @hanglani.

ovember 2020, The
covid pandemic s
raging arcanmd the
world, In India, where
we are confined o our
hasimes g complete
leckdown, two teenagers ask a simple

enture caplial (VO by
definitien, hasa higher
rlsk appetite than con-
ventbonal sources of
caapital, and many VC
enthusiasts woald
argue that venture Investing s a

Ther

hewurs to get groe

ul the lo

nvenien

Wy does it take a full 24
rhes delivered at

nwe combing the service
| keivana (o nelgh-
osoil) stesre with the pange and
sof e-commerce to

V(s have indeed
made daring bets
in India. As for
deep-tech

e challenges, of course.
Perhaps ihe biggest of them s ialen
availability, Indla produces far more
engineers than sclentists and
researchers, Any company that
recpires even adose

"hiDs o dellver

misinshaot ganme, The universal YO
playbook formit gating rish s based
anan ‘nvestment thesis' at the inter-

section ofextern:
internal cor

apportunity and
competence, and real

“deeptech’ businesses are mot a partof

VCs have largely
stuck to relatively
low-risk areas despite
alling returns, as the

the mext set oFbig ideas |5 imme nse,
Industey commiinent io investing
inresearch and development [R&D),
another eritieal component of an eco-
system conducive for deep-tech suc-
oess, s missing, Industry expendimre

deliver everything now? . . " Its prodct will face a serious hiving the investment thesis of most Indian o &Y i [nella has been notoroasly
Fast-farward to Octolser 202 appetite, think of challenge, /Cs This isas mucharelectionofthe  Aeep tech ecosystem low, The outcome of these missing

husiness they started has become a . R W Inlia's public university system infancy of the "deep tech’ ecosystem ' I T TR an ecosystem that is inade-

household name: Zepto, Today, the ‘l" Ih" Space Le h doesn't help by creating roadblocks fo inIndiaas it isof the high une niy IS¢ I” JIII(lIIE‘ . I" Iy pre pared forsupporting and

CEHEL A st only ope
best deseribed as massive
esil

ratesin L2 citle
& beguan

dismiss it

esonascale
it fulfils s
e 1 milllon orders a day and

aslmple loglsiles opera-

startups funded.
That's literally
i rocket seiene

ten that thrives on labowr-cost arkd-

trage. They

The con

crmleln't b masre wrong,
iy delivers procscts in

acad emie- industry eollaboration.
Crranting professors and academie

rvesearchers sabbaticals from work to
pursue startups, allowing them to take

persosal equity in these compandes
amd providing them the security of
Dl able to return to thedr
Jobs (T the startugp doesn't work will

lemic
Im\';m]-‘ alleviating the

av .4II shility s another signif-

and long gestation invelved in Anding

the apprope
adeep-tec
Tounderstand why

i prisiuet-marked it for
h lidea,

5 in India

have yet toenthuslastically embrace

deeptech,

tis helpfil o understand

the history of VO investing in India.

Inclia's tryst with ne

-age technol-

oy began [ a small way, when, for

the fiest time, firsi-
prenewrs with no family b

Jegroumnd

Llime, we can expect
VCs to start funding
bolder ventures

scaling deep-tech startups,

Ancther unintended outeoms of
Indian successes In leveraging inter-
[ chinal ogies to acdress large
problems hasbeen that the ldeaof
‘engineering' was subeonschously
defined inour collective psyehe very
narrowly to mean ‘coding, while deep
teech s all aboat actificial intelligence
(Al and machine learning (ML),
The excessive hype around AThas

near real-tme, flfilling almost every leant barvier to lnvestment in the ofbusiness grabbed opportunities wint helpied thve canse of furtherlng
order perfectly, with packages sent Replicated across the countey, digital | deep-re ich shawed up through a l||ul Iul\mth._hh:'h.ll\l sl the India prisgress bn ather technol ogies.
across to homes from husdreds of dark | adoption Increases the level of formal- | Investments have a longer chance confluenceof ' optimism proved tobe Human progress continues o
stores st up incustomer neighbour- |zatbon and this tax compliance in bon period than most THE eventsand past declsions bo niil this new wave of star- depend an breakthroaghs in manu-
hoaels, For this, it getstl ds off th . The firms thiat enabled ereate i ghishal technology of huge suctess facturing technologies, materials sci-
delivery executives touse technology this, VC-funded ones like Paytm and ire karge capital e services industry on an stories. This spawned an altogether ence, biology and green technologies,
and follow stamdard operating proto- FhonePe, did not invent new technol- s hefore the prodict Klllln_i unprecedented s different kind of engineering talent armong others,

cols. And it does ita million dmes a oy, but instesd used existing tech to even hits the market While the natre of work | that could potentially power the next However, it ls heartening (o see

i "his isa feat only e ful of deliver massive eMclency gains. Unlike ather major econo- DEBATE was nothing twrite home | wave of deep-tech startups. some passlonate amd audacious start-

businesse i il | o,

larger polnt

e

Iropean eova

it 8 4-vear-
wold company started by teenagers s

g it s mothing short of a miracle,
Venturecapital (VC) firms
e $1.6 hillion (T1344000 crovel in
ppto s far, [ that moonshot

mple s llusteative of
the technologles
that deliver the greatest impact could
differ depending on the econanmy
they are apg lied i In highly eMclent
a masonshaot idea may prom-
ull automation: the Amerlcan or
et of el com-
merce might, for instance, b autono-

My subimkssdon, there
Frperet s the wlthmate m

i technalogy it's bl on.

the deep tech’ industry, India'sv

SLAITAS 5. A1 63
a of roclet science
) space-ted

I venture funding. Indian VC:

fore, s that
e of the
quality ofa VO investment, nod the

Even Ifwe restrict the discussion .o

ture capitalists are funding these start-
upsin Increasing numbers. Take space
mple—literally an
Il s hosme
artups that
garnered hundeeds of millions
are
Funding rochet aunches Cygnikl got
&6 mi o in funding and Skyroot
S100 million), satellive constedlations

abut, It slowly bt sairely

neial Eovernment
programme toprovide

divectly erthroagh venture fumds, A
deep-tech funding scheme with a
multi-decade tenure would provide

v ol thes gronnd,

on the portfolioeffect: Ina high-risk
sector, you need 1o fund several
companies b generate one large

L inat beast

an ogportunity to fmve

patlent capital tosuch startups, either

the capital required to get such start-

The venture business model relles

winner, A fund will only find it viahle
todnvest ina new sectorwhen it sees.

created 1t paisnl
afengineers Ih. winlbd

prowvide the capabillity to steadily
misve wpthe value chain, While VO

ilid

aroleincreating w

at wenld
“sidentity on the
startup hothowse, it

wiks Hmited. largely because the global
tech services business model was

proditahle

scabed through Internal acer

Froam day one and could be
Is,

Another chance confluence of
events sometime in 2008 would offer

solve some of India’s biggest problems

rartinps i India working
had miuch
ling risk
thian those solving problems that

il well-de-

on deep-tech kleas
mire uncertalnty and sca

were more inmediat
fined, which could be addressed
sbmply by enhancing
ronnectivity’

solutions, even if it m

and markets. i

herefore not

e eontinued

522 § aresolying
problems theough not-so-deep-tech’
ant having togo
dheeper into less attractive customer
segments serving less well-off Indi-
herthan

wpa attempling tosolve diffioult prob-
lems in domalns as varled as spac
technoligies, sus
aelng, new materiald, groen energy
and many mare, Hopefully, thiswill
trigger relevant capabdlity creation in
academiaas well as within corporates.
The speed with which Indian Space
Research Organisation (SRO)
embraced and supported startups
workingon space technologies s a
slgn ol things to come. Lange comjia-
nies in several sectors, both domestic
v and multinatbonal corporation
have created venture arms to incubate
il that would prepare them for

misdelivery by drones or robots. In (Piuxel palsed $71 milllon and Dhiruva i) sinch startups ovel +vear around paymenis, &-Commence, m\mlln},mulm-p i thie futiire.
Indlia, there ls enormous value o be $|liml|l|ml|.uk| preriol, Oy then willa VO furnd mashility and it Fordeep tech to take off 4 |nu|h|.cmm And finally, &s the ecosystem
created through productivity and efi- re gt $2 Investin the expertise required to among others, Solving these prob: inany country, there nee evolves, it's Just a matter of time

ey galing,
oflat

e, kast manth L encoun-

S
|1ll|-\ll\k-1l|\ re hedng i
other core technolog

sectors ke

space attains a critical mass

lems neaded b

s oV money

because these business models mostly

5 1k
commitment 1o pursuing new

|(|.< aln
sclence and teehnology at multpl

bsefiowe VCs In Inekla realize th
tech bets are no longer as risk

tered ashopkeeper n Gundlhped artificial mn-llu{vuu- (AL, hardware, of inmstlvuwm||m|lh-ultu-n levels, includingbuilding and mortur- | that they are probably better offwith
tiny place in Kamataka. He runs a robaoties and autonomous vehicles, M 1 consumer be B 5 ing Institutions of excellence like dewp tech than going after bess righy
simall shog, bt a full 70% of his wwn firm has funded acompany th raphd because the problems being Stanford or MIT. While some of the: ileas onap |Iml'ulItmnl.-.lum:n-lurnn.
msanthly cash Row s now thiow atitomat ieally wrll fware Froan & il ressid were real and the talent knowledge uncoverad in the process A mew generatbon of Vs, whose
digital payments, For his financial life, | drawing (Kombal), another that cre- o ool ereated bn the previows plase results in merely pushing the frontiers | partners come from deep sclence ¢

this figure s tr

sformative: It pro-
widles him access tocredit and Gnan-
Wl investments for the frst dme,

ates comie strips from text (Dashioon),
and voloe bits to automate sverything
Frown eall centres to physics coaching.

rush Inlullu-m He |[~'fl||lj wewill
Amsally b able to pu the moonshat

MY

wis [n place to make the hest of this

mew revolution. Addition

Lrapld

scaling was enabled by high convic-

ol nowledg \A.)Illll.ﬂ:lhll.sl’.s!llvl'::ll
ar ~term agillca-
llml the role this plays in uncovering

rimmediate or nes

tech hackgrounds, is Hiely o emerng
and helpset off the next wave oftech
entrepreneurship in India,

Gutfeel: Intuition still matters in a data-driven world

SRINATH SRIDHARAN

Sometime
my frienids

Ing the impert
problems, id

the essential basls uh-n rry decision [mm
thedr work dle

ity in aw:

what happens when the ssues

cessed subeonsclously over asp.
For

Theeey wiesw adlect slon e on gut instinct

purists, anything uuhlth rln-
Feels lhe

betrayal of gl

Acient, contradictory or simply unable to
address the niances of 3 situation.

There is « nee in recognizing the
value of both data and intultion. The best

rie intake, travel plans, exercise routines | absiract, or when thedata issimplyincom- | a gamble, an irrational leap. C declsions often emerge not from one or the
and sleep eycles. They meticulously tracl plete or lrreley That's when intuition | ourstheir view ofthose who, as they see it, | other, but feom an interplay between them.
am adften confronted by my every aapect of thelr lives with gadgets | steps in, Our finely homed instinets boilton | makedecisonsblindly, withoutdatatoback | Data provides the seaffolding—the frame-
friends with the question. dleslgned to measure things, count stul i | years of experfence and understanding, | themup, Yer, inmd farfromblind. Ttis | work that supports our understanding of

deliver data points. But then T wonder, What
wotilid they do ifthey took a data detox? No
gadgets, nonumbers. Would they lose thelr
sense of direction’

How does one quantify or even gqualify
the smile of a chill on the street, the joy of
ingawonderfull b poved paired, o thie
m that comes from walking through a

trust just & fee W
e mamatration of an de A e PAPErts
in thelr respective Relds, tained to
dlatawith precision, and wse itas the bedrock
of thelr declsbon- Ingg processes. As., -
Estician mysell, Lunclerstand theirrellanes on

i, Y

the world. But intuition adds the hum
elerment—the ahiliny tosense what the num-
fecp well of pastexpe- | bers do not show and to interpret Inpats

riences, knowledge and emotions—factors | from beyoned a spreadshe
be Ina workd
ponumbers, | 1o believe
Marvin Minshy, a plo-
neer of artificial intelli-

provide a different formoof insight that data
cannot Always caplure
mtuition isoften tre

slmply & different way of knowing. When we
[t Il-h'du Islons that seem instinctual, we are

il a5 the opypos

ofreason, We tend to think in binaries, and
In dolng so, we define
Intuition &s a vagueand

Emn
QUICK READ

|s a policy researcher and

with no place in the age

COfporate advisor. lush green garden? These experlences do | ofsclence and data. But Datacandissect problems, gence, argued that emo-
molt it neatly into rows and columns, They | to rely solely on data as identify patterns and provide tions 1
lnHﬂllplﬂ re eludeclassification, Yet, theyare justasreal, | the final arbiter is to clarityina way that intuition from ratlonal thinking.

I his book The Emotton
Mackine, he makes the
case that emotions are
not irrational intermp-
thons to thought, but one
of the ways in which we
thimk. They are essentlal | plac |J)l|lrl|)s«'(|\l|a!lllmb(h

o our decision-making True wisdom Hes not in the precision of
processes, often guiding i, bt in knowing when to trust the silent
uswhen the datalsinsul- | truths that numbers cannot speak.

In toskay's world, data is produced
nupn-u-(l.q prvtedd seale. Humanliy gener.
arciand 2.5 cquintillion by
clay. Aquintillion, to put it into perspective,
s @ one followed by 18 zeros
overwhelming ocean ofinformation, many
dlecisionsstill gowrong, Why? Arewe relying
o the wrong sels, misnterpretingcor-
welatbons, or erroneously assuming that mone
dlata equals better decisions?

Justasimpactiul. So, back tothe fundamen- | [gnore the complexity of
talquestion: How cansomeone holdavalld | human experdence.
apinion or make a declsbon without swil- The truth s, intultion
elentd; ‘\»\'hydu~.||mm-1e;u-|1-.IrL~.|s.1Ih it [ 18 not the enemy of
& down tovome's instinet
ar guifee 5 less rellable?
Effective data gathering and analysls

cannat. But what happens when
theissues at hand are abstract
ar thedata available is relevant?

e el vast o
st remember that not eve
anumerical answer, and notevery declslon
neadsa st imes, the best chadee

Sometimes, the best choiceis
the one that feels right. Thisis nat
becauseit defies reason, but
because itcomes froma place
that transcends numbers and
isn'tany less valuable for it

nn-nl but the culmin,

thom e countless experi-
ences that we have pro-

and insighiful solwtlons, There s no deny
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WHATISTHENEW CLICK-TO-CANCEL
RULEANNOUNCEDBY USFTC?

3

THE US Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
will soon implement a “click-to-cancel”
rule, which will make it slgnlrc.mdy pas-
berfore oG
thons and memberships, and make com-
panies liable to Face civil penalties for
complicating the cancellation process.
*“Too often, businesses make people
Jjumpthrough endless hoops just tocan-
cel asubscription. The FTC's rule will end
these tricks and traps... Nobody should
bee stuck paying for a service they no
bomger want,” FTC Commission Chair Lina
M Khan said. The FTC voted 3-2 to ap-
prove the new rule on Wednesday.

subscrip-

What does the new rule say?

According to the FTC press release,
sellers will be required to"make it aseasy
for consumers tocancel their enrollment
& it was to sign up”. Some crucial guide-
lines are as follows:

W Companiescannot require people to
talktoalive or virtual representative tocan-
celifthey did not have todo that to signup;

W Companies cannot charge extra for
phone cancellation, and mast answer the
phone or take a message during normal

Commission Chair Khan said the rule
will save “time and money”. Reuters

something like a consumer agreeing to a
one-week trial, and not cancelling it be-
fore being billed for regularmembership.

Why was this rule brought in?

The ruleis part of the FTCs ongning re-
view of its 1973 Negative Option Rule,
which the agency is modemising to “to
combat unfair or deceptive practices re-
lated to subscriptions, memberships, and
OtheT recurTing-payment programs inan
mcreasinghydigital economy whereit'seas-
ierthan ever for businesses to sign upcon-
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EXPLAINE
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SURYAKANT

M.M. SUNDRESH

different ethnic groups ina State is not sufficient to infringe the
right guaranteed by Artide 29(1 L_to‘conserve’ _culture and language...

CJIDY CHANDRACHUD
L]
sgraphic

Accepting...that a merne ¢

5

rights..would undermine the idea of fraternity emisaged byuurConsmuumd

drafters... [Tt

Article 19(1

the guise of protecting.
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culture._
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PARDIWALA

~The open-ended nature of Section
6 has, with the passage time,
become more prone to abuse due to
the advent of forged documents to
establish, inter-alia, wrong date of
e into Assam, inaccurate lineage,
|en'_|_wasmilillgalmmgnrls

Section 6A
JUSTICE J B PARDIWALA

. .
Four issues in Assam verdict

SC's majority verdict upholding Section 6A of The Citizenship Act has importance beyond the state
of Assam — for wider issues of citizenship and powers of Parliament. Here's what the court ruled

basiness hours. If they take a message,  sumers for their products and services”.
mmpanlcsha\mmmspmdpmvpdy and In 2024.dal|ycmnplamrs regarding AJOY SINHAKARPURAM 3
IFurml:scnphcmthu wrring sub- MEW DELHI,OCTOBER1Y JUS.nCE P'“meﬁl'k s
afferedlin person,c annotman-  scriptions have risen to neary 70 from 42 OPINION
date anin-person cancellation, in 2021, Thiscomes amidst a growing sub- A FIVE-JUDGE Constitution Bench of the
seription economy, and aspike in subscrip- Supreme Court on Thursday upheld by a 4- THE DISSENT flagged the lack of a
Towhomwill the rule be applicable™ tion prices. A study conducted in 2022 by 1 majority the unigue process for granting proper mechanism to grant
Itwill apply to “almostall negativeop-  Michigan-based C R Research found that citizenship to migrants who entered Assam citizenship to those who migrated
tion programs in any media” including 42X ofconsumers had forgotten they were until March 24, 1971 between January 1, 1966 and
*prenodification and continuity plans, - paying for services they did not use. The verdict has importance not just for March 25, 1971.
tomatic renewals, and free trial offers, In the past, the FTC has gone after Assam, where politics has long been shaped wdlos P—
whether the offer appears online, on the mmpanicE]iloc Adobe, a’\ma;gc?m.ﬂrigit. byimsofmi;ratiunandd:rgﬁngap]mﬁt ATEs sllomicalhy mnicpm” thatthe
: s " q . s . : procedure does not allow someone
phone, or in person. and PManet Fitness for allegedly making also for wider issues of citizenship and vl iy submit st
The FIC defines “negative option”pro- — consumers’ subscriptions hard to cancel. ]"arliam:nl‘s powers in this regard. tthlu:u“usmuy iorSection GAaf The
ETAMITIES &5 " COMpanies assuming a cus- India does not currently have a com- ajority comprising Chief Justice of Citizenship Act, and that they must
tomer accepted a service unless they  parable regulation in place, ]ndla[q'J]DYG'l.md:adnd and Justices Surya wait for the government toich ')‘
spedifically rejected it™. Thiswould inchude EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE Kant, MM Sundresh and Manoj Misra, upheld The Assam d d under the iershi Rajiv Gandhi them as a“suspiciousi
Section A of The Citizenship Act, 1955, which (second from hﬁ}mmmus 1985. Archive immigrant”
wodified the political consensus of the 1985 ALSO, evenif Section GA was
Assam Accord., ]usllchBPdewaJadlsacnt:d. constitutional at the time of its:
WHY RESEARCHERS STUDIED MARINE sy ASSAMACCORD CLAUSE 5.& CITIZENSHIP e
y | and Assam and the o be ineffective. Without a proper
TEMPERATURES IN THETWILIGHTZ[]NE leadersof the Assam Movernent set January 1, IN 1979, All St Iniomn for 10years, after timeline, Section BA "counter-serves
1966 as the base cut-off date for the detection (AASLI) began itation di d- irn ‘would be restored. the very purpose of its enactment,
of “foreigners” and their deletion from elec- ing the identificati d ion whichis the speedy and effective
MARINE HEATWaves (MHWS)refertoun- 202,000 metres deep and resurface, were toral rolls. It also provided a process for the of il i Iy IN 1985, in order to give effect to the identification of foreigners of the
usual warming of ocean waters, typically  used o sample temperature and salinity. grant of citizenship to those who arrived in The Assam Accord, Section 6A was 1966-71 stream™
measured by ohserving temperatures at Their major finding was that in the tthe state after that date, upto March 24, 1971, on for six years, culminating with the introduced in The Citizenship Act, .
the ocean surface. ]nnarr:hal.lmgesass& deep ocean, eddy currents rather thanat- These aspectswere codifiad in Saction 6 ‘historic Assam Accord 1955 The petiti "gu!d that this LACK of a timeframe would
ciated with o fa ajortyinfluence tem- of The Citizenship Act. In 2014, a two-judge Central and and i crimi- “relieve” the government of its bur-
mgt.'hc Iadufsunl@txgrcatdq:dnand peratures. Feng described these as “huge Bench referred the challenge to Section 64 the leaders of the Assam Movemnent. nainry asitapplied only to Assam. dmmldznnfylmmlgrannbchng-
y loops of swirling current, sometimes o a Constitution Bench, highlighting some ingtothe *1966-71 stream” aned
\auunstuthcmrfaoc hundreds of kilometres ey questions of law. CLAUSE 5 of the Accord, which THE CAA, 2019, introduced anather delete them from the electoral rolls.
In recent years, global across and reaching down discussed the “Foreigners lssue”, set group-specific section, Section 6B, in “THE OBJECT of removal of the
warming has made MHWs over 1,000 metres™. Eddies Does Parliament have the power to January 1, 1966 as the "base date and The Citizenship Act, which set immigrants belonging to the 1966-
more frequent and intense. A carry warm or cold water make law regulating citizenship? year" for the “purposes of detection December 31, 2014 as the cutoff date 71 stream from the electoral rolls
new study published in the across long distances. The legal scheme for granting citi d deletion [f lectoral rodls] of for Hindu, Christian, Sikh, Parsi, could only be meaningful if it was
Journal Matwre has found that The study found that for those who migrated from Pakistan is in foreigners”. Those who arrived after Buddhist, and Jain migrants from the given effect through an exercise of
these heat waves can also be PAP.ER global warming is impacting Articles 6and 7 of the Constitution. The pe- this date but up to March 24, 1971, Muslim majority countries of en masse detection and deletion
observed in the “twilight eddies. Feng wrote, “eddy titioners argued that Section GA, which deals would “have their Pakistan, (from electoral rolls)."
zone”, between the depths of C I I P Currents are acting to mag- with migrants from East Pakistan (later
200and 1,000 metres. nify the warming rates of Bangladesh) amends this provision — a
Researchers found that ————————  marine heat and the « canonly be made acon-
heat waves deepinoceans  NEW RESEARCH  conling rate ofthe cold spels. stitutional amendment, That Parliament can amend the law re-  said Justice Kantheld that “sincea piquant sit- - D
may be “significantly under- ‘Warmer oceans overall are |l Chandrachud held that ArticlesGand  lating to citizenship is the most significant  uation such as that in Assam |because of the viodate the rights of Assamese people to
reported”. Ming Feng, the Senior Principal — leading to stronger eddy currents”™. 7 are only meant todeterminecitizenshipat  takeaway from the ruling — sincethiscould  Movement| did not exist in ary of the other  conserve their culture?

Research Scientist at the fustralian gov-
ernment agency CSIR0, was one of the
study authors. In an article in The
Conversation, he said some long-term
moorings — measurement buoys sus-
pended at depth —were deployed across
the waorld's oceans for the study. Argo
floats, which are robotic divers that can

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
EEHEMI. STUDIES PREPARATION

Extreme temperature changes in the
temperature of the bwilight zone also raise
concerns, since many important fish
species and plankton reside here. Flankton
form the base of the ooeanic food chain.

“Marine heatwaves can lead to low
meygen levels in the water and reduced
nutrients,” Feng wrote, ENS

Frdrn can i

tthe commencement of the Constitution on
January 26, 1950, Section 6/, on the other
hand, "deals with those who are not covered
by the constitutional provisions™.

Justice Kant in his majority opinion (for
himself and Justices Sundresh and Misra)
wrote that “Section GA.aligns with the funda-
mental purpose of Articles 6 and 7, which
was bo extend citizenship rights to those af-
fected by the country's partition”.

Both CJlChandrachud and Justice Fant re-
ferred to Entry 17 of the Union List, which gives
Parliament the power address
“Citizenship, naturalisation and aliens".

They also referred to Article 11 of the
iConstitution, under which Parliament can
make"any provision with respect tothe acoui-
sition and termination of ctizenship and all
other matters relating to dtizenship”™. None of
thecther Articles in this Part of the Constitution
[including Articles 6 and 7) will “derogate™ or
take away from this power, they said.

have ramifications forother cases, lnl:ludmg

sm:s. Section BA's uh)ccm\: dldmtr:n'rndm

the challenge to the 2019 Ci
[ Amendment) Act.

Does Section GA violate the Right to
Equality?

The petitioners argued that Section GA,
which was spedifically drafted for Assam, vi-
olates the principle of equality becawse (i) it
confers citizenship only to migrants to
Assam, and (i) if curbing Bangladeshi mi-
grants is the issue, then other border states
are also excluded. They also argued that the
March 24, 1971 cut-off date s aJhluary

it TStates”.
Does Secti agE-
msmun" Iqrallmmg illegal mlgramn?
1 that the

cut{di date to include migrants as citizens
went against the 5Cs ruling in Sorbananda
Sonowal vs Uion of India (2005), in which
the court held that *illegal immigration™ falls
under the definition of “external

Articke 29(1) of the Constitution guaran-
tees citizens the fundamental right to con-
serve the “distinct language, script or culture
of its own™. The petitioners argued that Section
BA is vinlative of Article 29, since conferring
citizenship to mlgranls imm Ilang]adcsh in-
o daffectsthe

“culture of the Assamese population™
verdict: lI:]I:\IL‘d theal
that changr: inthe dcmog:mphy of Assam
his of i

Both [l Chandrachud and Justice Kanr
cﬁprrs&cd reservations in applying Sonowal
inthe c'hallmgc toSection G

igh
Accepting this contention “would undcr—
mine the idea of fratemity envisaged by our
Constitutional drafters, and bring to life their

The SCheld that the events 1o

said Sectic allow

the signing of the Assam Accord placed the
state ina unigue position, even when com-
pared to other border states.

=.The magnitudi of infhux to Assam and
its impact on the cuttural and political ights
of the Assamese and Tribal populations is
higher [than elsewhere|,” CJIl Chandrachud

“unabated migration”, and instead offers a
“practical solution”in the form of a“controlled
and regulated form of immigration”, which
doesn’tamount o “external aggression”.

Ol Chandrachud said a law cannot bechal-
lenged fior “violating” Article 355, whichisan
Emergency Provision under the Constitution.

fioars by ing the cohesion of our di-
verse mation”, Justice Kant held. CJI
Chandrachud held that “the mere presence
of different ethnic groups ina State is not suf-
ficient to infringe the right guaranteed by
Article 29(1
LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress com/explained

India, Pakistan and cricket: State of play and what could happen in Feb

SANDEEFP DWIVEDI
MNEW DELHI, OCTOBER1T

IF SIGNALS emerging from India-Pakistan
meetings held on the sideli f the S00

over the last two decades. The countries and
their cricket have changed beyond recog-
nition. Indian cricket's phenomenal rise has
coincided with Pakistan's dramatic decline.
‘Whil P rick a cult follow-
i the stock of Paki i

summit in Islamabad remain steady, India
will travel to Pakistan for the I0C Champions
Trophy in February next year:

The last Indian team to cross the border
forcricket was M S Dhoni's side that played
the AsiaCup in June-Juby 2008, So, if things
were to ultimately work out, itwould have
taken 16 long years tountangle cricket from
the complexities of India-Pakistan politics.

In the winker of thaw, a peace drill from
an earlier era could play out again — doves
could be released, could open,
Indian politicians could be seen in Pakistani
stadiums, and I:MMJH [almn:owld e-

Delhi

India & Pak, then & now
Much water has flowed down the Indus

215 has plummeted even at home.

Indian cricketers have always had fans
inPakistan, but now they are seen with awe.
Disillusioned with their own team,

wIndia these
days. The Champions Trophy could see an
acourate calibration of the popularity of
Indian cricketers in Pakistan, as also the
depthof that country’s cricketing distress.

Fakistan have of late seen so many de-
bacles across formats that it is tough to
imagine which one hurts the most. They
lost to Afghanistan in the 0D World Cup
last year, and were humiliated by part-
timers from the LIS at the T20 World Cupa
few months ago. And they have lost 7 of
their last 11 home Tests.

India, meanwhile, narrowly missed

winning the 50-over World Cup before lift-
ing the T20 Waorld Cup. In red-ball cricket,

are near invincible at home, having lost
just 4 Testsin 11 years.

Game, players besieged

The collapse of Pakistan's cricket can be
Iolamme ippl inistrative mess,
‘The last four years have seen as marny chair-
men of the Pakistan Cricket Board, and 27
—yes,you read that right — selectors.

Suchis the cynicism of fans that

shipped its cricketers that its greatest hero,
the World Cup-winning Koptoan Imran

Minister, telling him that he rated Kohli higher
than even the great Sachin Tendulkar. And

Khan, is today behind bars — languishing, Wasim Akram keeps advising Pakistan’s
hi ife Jemi ldsmith d,  chronic 1eTS i Virat's
alone ina :Ia:'k damp cell disconnected  commitment to the game and his fitness.
entirely from the outside world, Indeed, Vit is expected to get a Beatles-
. . scaleweloome in Pakistan next year. Inanin-
Virat, the new obsession terview with The Indian Express in une, for-

Pakistani fans long for that lost Imran
era, their cricket’s golden age. They miss
those gutsy men who would never

give up — the cornered tigers who

mer Pakistan captain Azhar Al had said: “The
dayVirat playsin Lahore, Karachi, Rawalpindi
orin’ Mull:an,mﬂytrtnynu gu_',s\mlllmdcr-

Shllulus:

they heaved a collective sigh of relief ‘won the 1992 World Cup after the jerse lxll"k

after mega stars Babar Azam and workd had wril ff. Asifon  th it of support as Babar Azam
Shaheen Afridi were rested for rebound, many Paklsrams and Shaheen Shah Afridi_" It would be a
the second Testof the ongning IN FACP have fallen for maoment for both nations, the
series against England. Punjabi boy next door — Virat  most impactful of peace initiathees.

Criticism of players often

Kohli reminds them of their

Pakistan’s ruler at the time, Bediread ina
newspaper about a patient with a rare

gently. The Indian captain had the same
blood group, and he ended up donating
blood, Zia got to know, and a bond was
formed. When the General visited India,
he sent out a message, “1 want to meet the
Sardar again."

In 2004, at tea with the players in the
Prime Minister's residence ahead of the
Indian team's departure for Pakistan, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee handed captain Sourawv
Ganguly a hat with the message, “Khel i
nahin, dil bhi jeetiye {Win not just games,
but hearts, toa]",

Of course, the burden of being ambas-
sadors of the country and messengers of
peace can be distracting for professional

tahsthr form of toedc trolling and abuse, yesteryear heroes, thc]aw:d Miandads, Cricketers, amhassa-dﬂl's
e recently, the Pak me- \agar Younises whom Crick Iped bui port:
dlamnqg:rhadmmmmdmmh: theworld cuulclm:( i bween ides earlier too.
civil when addressing the captain. hJayﬂlsana.Mwscwrdaslndlaslast Back im 1978, Bishan Singh Bedi had de-
It is perhaps symptomatic of the HighG tolslar M7-  veloped, by the end of the tour, a life-long

change in the country that once wor-

19, recalls Imran, who was then ]’nmc

friendship with General Zia ul Hag,

Kohli and Rohit Sharma
would dowell to remember Ganguly's fa-
mous pep talk in the dressing room dur-
ing the series-deciding one-dayer: “Dil toh
theek hai, gome fitna hai humko.”
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the June Lok Sabha election
wrom g — they had prmjected a
sweeping BIP  victory —
India's electorate certainly
cannol be culled predictable.

Indian volers will soon
have more chances o defy

SHASHI THARDOR
CONGRESS MP®
THIRUVANAN THAPURAM

NE  saving

grace of Inclinn

democracy

though some

@l it one of
Indin's troubling Naws — is
that there s proctically
alwvays an election happen-
ing. So, just as the echoes of
the last Geneml Election
which kept Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in office, but
without a majority and lead-
ng acoal Rion govem ment -
died down, the state of
Haryana and the Union Terr-
Ry of Jammu and Kashmir
went to the polls toeled their
legislatures. The results,
announced list week, sur-
prised politiclans and poll
sters alike,

Modi's Bharatiya Janata
Party (BIP) pulled off an
unexpected  vidory  in
Horyana, where it was
expected 1o lose. And the
opposition Congress party,
Loget her with its regional ally,
the National Conference,
claimed vietory in Jammu
and Kashmiy, where polls
had foremst o hung Assem-
sly with no party or allmnce
securing a majority. With
pollsters alko having gotten

Yyear
uuuul I’wumnm- states, Maha-
mshim and Jharkhand, will
#o o the polls. They could
eastly be followed by Delhd,
where its beleaguered Chief
Minister recently resignisd,
demanding early elections
twhich anedue by next March
in any case). In other words,
Leyond being packed — each
of Inda's 28 states and seven
union temitories elect their
own governments — India’s
electom] calendar is subject
o change.

For Modi's government, all
this elationrelated uncer
tainty has gone too fur, He
wants Ineliato estabilish o fied
dection schedule, with the
Lok Sabha (lower house of
Purliment), state Assermblies,
md ool bodies all being
elerted on the same dote overy
five years, A highlevel com:
mittee, headed by former
President Ram Nath Kovind,
moently produced a volumi-
nous  report  backing  this
approach, which Modi calls
“Owiz Nation, One Election”.

The frequency of elections
can indeed bea challenge for
the national government. For
one thing, while statelocal
clections  langely  concern
local igsues, these are oflen
soen a8 o sort of rolling refer-
endum on the national gov-
emment. For another, gover-

OPED
‘One Nation, One Election’ is undemocratic

PROBLEM: Polt i

nance comes toa halt during
elections since the independ-
ent Election Commission's
Muoclel Cocle of Conduct pro-
hibits incumbents from mak-
img policy announcements
that might induce electorate
to vole for them.

In addition, national lead-
ers get busy in campaign-
ing in the states holding
elections, each of which has
fts own political history
and, often, its own parties
Modi and his Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah have been
fixtures on this endles
campaign trail throughout
their decade in office, leav-
i them with litthe time for
their official duties.

Modi argues that frequent

et busy i

Indian democracy
needs more
elections, the only
mechanism
wherebywe, the
public, canassen
ourselves against
government
overreach,

WL leaving them with IRttle time for their official duties. /i

elections waste both money
and time. It may have also
oceumred tohim that similts.
neous elections might give
national parties and issues o
boost in  state elections,
which may be less lkely to
turn the focus onto local lead-
ers and problems amid a
national election campaign,
The Opposition nejects the
proposed  reform,  polnting
out that whatever trivial cost
savings might be gained by
holding all elections smults-
neously would be dwarfisd by
the losses associated with
depriving the sconomy of the
frequent stimulus that free
spending campaigns  pro-
vide. More important, the
proposal betrays o sinister

intent Wride roughshod over
India's federalism and diver
sty, reflecting Modi®s fond-
mess  for  unitarianism
dressed up as efficiency.

The most glaring problem
with “One Nation, One Elec
Uon," however, is that it is
impractical, which we know
from experience. After Inde-
pendence, India established
a sngle Election Day. But
that arrangement lasted just
fifleen yeurs, from 1952 to
1967, The reason lies at the

o legishtive majority in
other worls, a presidential
system, And, in foct, & se
oould be made for such o sys-
tem in Inclia, at the state and
even the federal level, but
Maodi is not making it
India's democrats  have
long comvineed themselves
that o presidential system
would enable dictatorship,
und 80 must be resisted. But
the parlismentary sysiem
has brought its own kind of
ymany, a8 owerweening

oot of India's parlismentary  executives  have  wielded
system: governments must their legislative majorities
in o legisl wajor  like weapons, In @ presic

ty Il o government loses s
majority before its term s up,
fresh elections must be helkd.
Agovemment might also call
early elections in the hope of
Increasing its majority.

This has happened at dif-
ferent times in different
states, and several times at
the national level. And it
will continue to happen,
partieularly given the coali-
tion rule in many stales,
Indion states move o their
own rhythms, very different
from that of the Union
drummers in Delhi. A
national coalition govern-
ment, such as the one Mocli
currently heads, could also
fall apart. What then? It
would, surely, be undemoc-
ratic for o government to
remain in power without a
renewed electoral mandate,

The “Omne Nation, One Blec
tion” approach would make
sense only if dhief eocutives
were directly elected, so that
Uheir mandate is not based on

tial system, the exeoutive
would be sceountable to an
independent legslature; it
could not use the legislature
as a notioe board and a rul>
ber stamp, as the BJP has
done fora decace.

But that idea is not on the
anvil, and within India’s par-
bamentary system, “One
Nation, One Election” simply
does not work. In any ouse,
the lust thing the Indian
democracy needs B8 fewer
elections, which are the only
mechanism whereby we, the
Indian pubdic, can assert our
selves againgt government
overneach . This makes “One
Mathon, One Election™ a fun-
damentally  undemocmtic
proposal

For now, we should wel
come the two or three state
elections that will be held in
the coming months. Perhaps,
Indian voters will again give
their political masters o few
more surprises
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Polluted by mdustry Buddha Danya faces tipping point

erm—— e cer—
COL ST SINGH GILL (RETD)
EX-MEMBER, STATE TASK FORCE,
BUDOHA DARYA
REJUVENATION PROJECT

NE vexed
problem of the
polbution  of
the Buddha
Dariya, atribu-
tary of the Sutle) has
reached o dedsive phase
with the Punjob Pollution
Control Board (PPCB) order-
ing dyeing units to stop dis-
charging their untreated
water into the dariya.
Thousands of peaple from
Ludhiana, South Punjab and
Rujasthan  have  gathened
under the banner of “Kaale
Paani Da Morcha”, a group
protesting against severe pal-
lution in the Buddha Danya
of ludhiana. They are
ehermanding that the pollution
of the drink ingand imrgtion
water by the indusiry be
stopped.
Unfortunaiely, the problem
has persisted due to lack of
political will by sucessive
movernment s us well as most
political parties, due 10 the
Tear of losin g industry fund-
g for elections, even though
the polluted water affects
over two arore people,
Every day, millions of litres

of untrested row sewage ks
fowing into the Buddha
Dariya directly.

Eardier, the Municipal Cor-
omtion of Ludhiana hod
slarted the construction of an
intermediate pumping sa-
i { IPS)— cne of Uhe big gest
of its kind in capocity — for
water treatment, but the cone
struction had to be stopped
e o land dispute, Land on
loth banks of the dariva has
been heavily  encroached
upon. The cuse is pending in
the Supreme Court.

The municipal comparation
mevds to find another plot to
set up the pumping station
and complete s construe:
thon on a war footing so that
raw sewage can be stopped
from being discharged into
the Buddha Dariya ot the
carliest.

The
despite

industry,
having common
effluent  treatment  plants
CETP), is polluting the
dariya both indirectly and
directly. The treated water
discharged by the industry
does not meet the parame-
ters, ux per the peports by the
Central and Punjab pollution
conirol boards. This has Jed
o the present crisis. Many
units are still connected o
the municipal sewerage os
officials have turned a blind
e o this indirect pollution.

The only possible solution
is that CETPs of the dyeing
industry must opt for Zem
Liquid Discharge (ZLD)
Techinology and reuse their
water, as is being done by the

dyeing

HILLER WATER: The Buddha Darlys pollution crisis has persisted due 1o ok of polical wil by
successive governments as well as most political parties, Tre s o

dyeing industry of Tirupur,
Tamil Nadu, following an
arder by the Madras High
Court. On Junuary 28, 2011,
the Maclms HC had omdered
the closure of more than 700
bleaching and dyeing units
and efMuent treatment plants
i Thrupur: It had also direct-
e the industry to adopt the
ZLD wechmology.

For the Buddha Dariya too,
the industry and government
should work out a way to
switchingto the ZLD echnol-
oggy, wit h some support from
the Central government,

“Thene are arournd 2800 elec
troplating units in Ludhiana.
Of them, 1,700 are registered.
300 are awniting registration
and thie remaining are illegal.
The registered units are sup-
peose] o gt thedr wastewater
treated at a CETP by paying
s 1.25 per litre, However, the

Every day, millions
oflitres of untreated
W Sewage is
flowing into the
Buddha Dariya
directly.

owners of these units allege
that almost 90 per cent of the
:»nlhmcl waler Is lu-mu dis-

industries connot afford to
stop production and, at the
sametime, they do not want to
adhere tothe pollution board
monms becuuse they daim that
they still have to bribe PPCR
officials, The presence of
heavy metals like chromium,
mickel, lead and copper in the
shudge of the sewage trot-
ment pants (5TPs) detected
by lab tests points o some
wrongdoing Most industries
ane disposing of their polbuted
water into the sewerage. The
erisis his intensifiad as the
Buddha Dariya STP can only
treat sewnge, but not the
chemicals

s00n become: non-functional
As per the Municipal Solid
Waste Management Rules,
2016, dairies cannot exist
within the municpal Bmits
The solid waste — inchuding
domestic  wuste,  plustics,
slaughterhowse waste, textile
waste and animal curcosses -
from the areas around the
dariya s choking the tributary:.
The authorities need to
rebulld the fence around the
dariya. The earlier one, eredt-
ed at an expenditure of Rs
1M crore, was damaged dur
ing the Moods last year
Also, deployment of man-
power is rlw:l\'!l w ntd]‘lﬂhﬂ

The only twshift  waste ingre
the pI\'il‘nl and upcoming At present, them is no ,ﬂul
unils uchclusters  waste enf) force for

o a separale anea, away from
the dty, where they an be

intothesew  diredly w the
ﬁ'ﬂll' or by reverse-boring it treatment  plants, Modern
intoth dacjuifers, ke chusters with ZLD

the Zim distillery,
from the dyeing
industry, thene is sheet metal
industry that has not yet
ome under the pubdlic gare
for polluting the dariya. The
dyeing industry blames the
sheet metnl industry for
musing this pollution as it
uses  hydrochlorde  (HCL)
acil, and there is no treal-
ment plant in Ludhiana to
treat HCL acid-laden water.
The sheet metal industry is
directly disposing of around
two lakh litres of acid-laden
winer in the sewerage.
Making matters complicat-
e are allegations of cormap
tion by PPCB officals. The

technology and more treat-
ment plants ame needed, Oth-
erwise, more Glaspura-like
tragedies are waiting to hap-
pen. In this tragedy, 11 per-
sons hod died from the
sewage gas leak in the area.
Besides  industrial units,
clairies in the Haibowal,
Tujpur and other areas loct-
ed upstream and down-
stream of the Buddha Dariva
municipal limits are also
direetly  throwing  andmal
chung into the dariya or indi-
rectly into the sewage system.
As o result, the STPs may
soon stop functioning, Even
the new plants meant for
treating dairy water might

wuing challans to  the
offenders, A similar force
deployed by the MC along
the Sidbwan Conal has
reportedly earned Rs 20 lakh
through challans even as
only Ra 7 lakh was spend on
the employees’ salary.

Two or three foating
gartage  barmerscum-con-
veyors are also needed for
toking out the solid waste
which enters the dariya.

The authorities cannot
ignore the horrendous effects
of pollution on public health,
their econombel and peyeho-
logieal suffering or, rather,
the slow killing of people,
The environment is also
degraded by pollution.

The time has come for the
Punjuly Chiel Minister to ful
Il his promise of cleaning Uhe
Buddha Dariya.
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Jaishankar in Pak

1E go-ahead to the first visit by an Indian
rmal Affairs Minister to Pakistan in
almost nine years was indication enough that
behind-the-scenes diplomacy had been pro-
ductive. Before going to lslamabad toattend a
conclave of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, S
Jaishankar had declared that India’s Pakistan policywas
not passive. New Delhi, the message went, waswilling to
respond to any positive gestures. In the Pakistan capital,
he said activities characterised by the three evils of ter-
rorism, extemism and separatism would not encourage
tracle, energy flows, connectivity and people-to-people
exchanges. Strong words, but minus the hostility that
matteroffaclly manifests fsell in any forum that
inchudes India and Pakistan, The resumption of dialogue
may notbeon thecards, but Jaishankar's informal inter-
action with his Pakistani eounterpart Ishaq Dar raises
hopes dmlhngthed:epﬂwzz in bilateral relations.
geven alimited with Pakistan
has remained a challenge for suecessive Indian govern-
ments Islamabad's, or rather Rawalpindis, proclivity to
betray trust adds to the scepticiam. Having lad on the
table its non-negotiable stance against terrorism, New
Delhi must continue to explore options to engage with
its rogue neighbour Keeping the channels of communi-
cation open iscritical Cricket diplomacy may or may not
come 1o Delhi’s abd, as it has in the past, but in the larg-
er scheme of things, #t can serve as an ice breaker
The smooth completion of Jaishankar's visit is being
aconstructive tak —a baby step, but for-
ward movement, nevertheless. The ball is now in Pak-
istan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharis court, The track
record of his brother, former PM Nawae Sharif, in foment-
ing thes does nol inspime any confidence. Before India,
there'sthe Pakistan military the Sharifs havetodeal with,
New Delhi will be keenly watching the outcome.

SC raps states

Punjab, Haryana fail to curb stubble burning

ESPITE rmepeated wamnings from the

Supreme Court, stubble burning in Punjab

Haryana continues to worsen northern

India’s air pollution every year. The court

recently summoned the chief secretaries of

both states, demanding explanations for their falure to
curh this practice. It also critid sed the air pollution contral
board for its ineffectiveness, calling it a toothless wonder”
in its inabdity to enforce measures. Stubble burning has
become a magpr environmental and public health orisis,
ontributing significantly tothe tedeair that blankets dities
up toDedhi during the winter This polution leads towide-
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Scene shifts to Maharashtra

‘One Country, One Election’ vision falters as ECI unable to hold even 4 Assembly polls together

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBERO

HE Modi grvemment
wants to follow its
dream of "One Coun-

elections in India will be held
simultaneously with the mw
Asserrbly dections|

country. Y, w\-‘llm rhtu'uhﬂw

planned, the ECI could not man-
aeto had even these four sirmulta
neously. It hedd the J&K and
Haryana dections first and post

Maharashirs sd Chhattis-

ol
girh 1o the following month!

‘The dates for the polls in my
stutewereannounced on October
15, just as time was running out.
Voting is scheduled for Novems
beer 20 and the results will be out
on November 23 as newly elected
legis lators have totakether seals
on or before November 26, when
the term of the present legi sl
fure expires, The Mahayuti gow-
ernment, being steered by the
BJPs Devendra Fudnovis, has
emptied the stales coffers with
tall promises that will be imposs-
ble, o at least, difficult to meet.

In the interregnuam, strange
things are happening in the
state's capital, Mumbai, and its
surroundings. The phenomenon
of the ‘encounter specialist’, for-
mer Police Commissioner Anami
Roy, who had been banished to
the boondocks, suddenly reap-

'l I A

missionerate’s Crime Branch
office for an inquiry into his
demanding unnatural sex froma
[previous wifie.

The police ‘encounter’ that
wocurred in the police vehide
transporting the accused rekin-
dled inspector Shinde's wish to
become an ‘encounter special-
ist”. It also reestablished the
Deputy Chief Minister's cre-
dentials as o tough adm inistra-
ftor beciuse posters appeared
the very next day in Thane and
Mumbai of Fadnavis with a
revolver or pistol in his hand!
That was to restore the public's
faith in the Mahyuti Home Min-
ister'’s aura of strength and
invinability.

It also resurrected the public's
thirst for instant justice that gives
a dangerous rte blanche o

COPS BURDENED: Thmknmnmm&muplu rulesfor mﬁmhuﬂ funembs. Fm

The state
govemnment's
decision togive

Baba Siddique a state

funeral will open the

door for many more
suchrequests.

e

il to pros-
ecute jud ge and punish thedesig-
mated perpetrator. In judicial sys-
tterms all over the workd, the polioe
ennnot try and decare an seoused
wuilty. And even mome important-

pe s
specialist called Sanjay Shinde,
who started out as an aoolyte of
an oldtimer named Pradeep
Sharma, was plucked out from
his ‘comfy zone and entrusted
with the pedestion task of
escorting o child molester from
the prison, where he was lodged,
for that crime to the Thane Come

o
carry out death sentences.
Michile class o tizens in particu-
lar are jubilant when what they
consider quick justice is deli-
ened. What they do not realise is
that it also breeds criminality in
lrwenforcing  agencies  and
encourages its members o turn
lowvhess. The disease then spreads

among the fratemity of criminals
becouse the: two coexist.

“The muerder of a bong-ime Con-
Eress politidan, who recently
crossed over tothe Aft-Pawar fuc-
tion of the NCP (National Con-
gress Party),a faction alignedwith
the BIF has sent the political dass
in Mumimi city into atizzy. ‘Baba’
Siddique, themurdered man, was
shot dead on Saturday evening in
hiks own familiar hunting ground,
Bandra. Tv ects, one hail

police. 1t is reported that they
belong to the Lawrence Bishnot
gang which originated in Punjab
and came o the country’s atten-
tion when the gang was scoused
of killing Sidhu Moosewala,at his
own village in Punjab’s Mansa
histrict. Lawrence Bishnoi him-
self has been lodged in Salarmati
Central jail in Gujarat, from
whene he orders the killings of
intended vietims.

One of his targets was the actor
Salran Khan, a flamboyart. per-
mnalityif ever there wasane, Polit-
cian Siddique was known o be a
megularvisitortoSalman's hame in
Bandra, Some say that that could
b one reason for Lawrenoe tanget-
ing Sidelicue. Whatsoever the rea-

son, the eardy evening murder of a
wellknown  paitical figure has
stirred up curiosity and also fear
amiong other politicians.

Many polificians in this city have:
an official security cover provided
iy the podice. Manymorewill dam-
our for this langesse after Sid-
chepue’s murder. The understafiisd
police frce will be severdy
strained in performing its allotted
mole of preventing and detecting
arime and keeping order on the
streets, T add o their womies, the
jolice wene ardered to provide a
state: funeral u:wm plitain,

ﬂmllnﬂmmdhﬂhﬂtﬂn
UP have been detained by the

ﬂrnnmnidlhﬂm'ﬂlhm
recently o Sa \er,

they were told in a wiitten onder

8 oE
monial sendofl Lo a controversial
paitician, who had, of times, come
into conflict with the kv

Ajit Pawar proclaimed that Sid-
dlicue was tobeone ofhisstarcam-
jpai gners in the coming elections.
There is no doubt that Siddique
s ol wi th Muslim volers in
Bandm's shaims. Yet, personally, 1
am not convinced that evena Bala
Siddique would be able to pa-
suade his co-religionists to switch
overtoa BIPmentored Mahayvuti.
“The regular lynchings of susped-
ed cottle traders and beefeaters
and the pursust of Muslim young
men in love with Hindu girds (so-
called ‘love jihad) have consoli-
clated thealmost-total Muslim vole
gminest the BIP It would not hawve
been easy for Siddique 1o breach
that wall, even though the commu-
nity in Bandm owed much o him.

Incidentaly, the stale govern-
ment’s dedsion to give the slain
leaeder a state funeral will open the
door for many more such
requests, The government nesds
tofirmu pits nules forsanctioning
such requests, I it decides to be
Bberal, it will need to create many
maoe jobs in the armed constabu-
lary. The inevitable demand for
personal security by politicans
will also need 1o be re-evaluated,
lest police stations in the dty an
further  denuded  of  bodies
requined for essential duties, as is
happening at present.

The elections 1o the state's leg-
dathve Assembly are going to be
dose, The Opposition, the MVA
(Maha Vileos Aghadi), was ahead u
couple of months ago. The ‘Ladki
Bahin' project of the Mahayuti, in
which many poor women have
received a four-months’ lump-
sum accretion of Rs 6000 intheir
bank aceounts this month, witha
promise to double the amount if
they vote for the Mahayuti, has
turned the tide in fivour of the
ruling party. The gap that existed
has now been bridgsd.

Afmal plece of advice: Do not
bother to watch the exit polls.
India’s voters have leamnt to
e the pollsters.

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

¥l

the elderly. While the SCs intervention is necessary, the
persistent inaction points to a deeper issue: the socioeco-
nomic challenges fanmers face in managing crop residue.
Ror mary, buming lluml.bhl.-islhe cheapest and fastest

sy toclear Though alternatives
Hmm management mm;:m exist, mcym'emcnm
e for small-seale farmers, and subsi
dies have been insuffident

The solution requires a multifaceted approach. The
state governments must enforee the lsws more striclly
while also offering greater financial aid and support to
farmers for alternative methods of stubble disposal. Fur-
ther, creating a market for agricultural waste, such as
using crop residue for biofuels, could turn this environ-
mental hazard into an economic asset.

The annual recurrence of this issue shows a lack of
bath political will and empathy for the millions of people
who suffer from polluted air. Effective pnlu.'rs. luchm
logical i jon and betier
urgently needed. North India cannot afford tomdun:
this public health disaster every year, A collective effort
from the government, judiciary and civil society is
essential to break the cycle of stubble buming and
ensure cleaner air for future generations.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAHORE, SATURDAY, CTOBEER 18, 1924

Mr Jinnah's speech
WE have ventured to ask Mr. Jinnah how he proposes to recon-
cile his view that religion must be divorced from politics with his
advocacy of special represen tation of his community from top to
bottom-not only in the Legiskytu res and local bodies but also in
the Services. Th ordinary minds. i is not at allclear how religion
can be divorced from politics by a process the only tangible office
of which is to make religion the very basis of politics. The near-
=t appoced mation (o an answer o U question that one finds in
Mr Jinnah's recent speech is contained in his statement that
‘before the conception of citize nship can be realised "the nation
has toundergo, first, the process of education, training, experi-
ence, travidl and suffering, and it s diMcult to predic at the pres-
ent moment as to how long it would take 1o achieve these condi-
tions.” Onlya moment’s Rﬂuﬂmhm suffices toshow that
this is not ondy acouncil of Tt an § counsel It
is mot merely the case thal no one can predict al the present
moment h.m hon g the nation would take to achieve the concep-
ip, but is as certainas ing can beinhuman
Mfmthltmth:plmulutﬂlld by Mr. .llnmh itnever mlirl.'v‘
ot sow thy

unhmﬂﬂ:tnh‘p!mﬂmﬂlhmdhmhwlhm\u{
unity, To =Im:le a pmpl' into water tight mmﬂmm on the
hits severn] components parts profiss,
and then exum that some day these parts will re-unite on the
‘basis of “religion divorced from politics,” through the operatio nof

i deus ex machina is to lock fora mimcke.

Being agood police officer is one of the most difficult, dangerous, idealistic jobs in the world. —thoms taser

Trials, tribes & triumph
onroad to Kohima

NJ Ravi CHanp iR

FTER a family trip to the enchanting Kaziranga, the

Rhinos' habitat, we turned our gaze towards Kohima,

“This place is the vibrant home of the Kulkis and the
Nagga tribe, known fortheir ich eullure and flerce selfreliance.
Our journey, winding through mesmerising tea estates, ush
forests, rolling hills and stunning landscapes, sparked a deep
sense of wonder and wanderlust in us. As the car cruised into
Noggaland, tribsal rituals weleomed us. A crowd followsed o group
of young bare-chested men with ash-smeared bodies rolling
on the streets, hands folded above their heads in prayer This
punishing ritualwas a penance to appease the deities. To com-
pletethe ritual, the devotess immerse themselves inthe near-
by river and present a sacrificial bird to the d efties.

As our car crawled through the traflic jam and up the hill
towarnds Kohima, the poor state of the roads ackded anextra ly-
er of difficulty. With its sharp twists and turns, the undulating
terrain tested our resilience and the driver's skills. A misstep
on the steep gradients could spell disaster. The accounts of
tourists falling prey to armed criminals and bandits on these
isolated hills added a nerve-wradking edge to our trip,

Police patrols and armed constables are scarce in this area.
As the sun sets early, a broken-<own car's eccupants are likely
o be sitting ducks for criminals. The heavy mist created con-
ditions that made driving difficult. The prolonged journey and
the umpleen curves and bends took a toll on the car Before
long, our curriage malfunctioned and beeame immobile. The
driver attempted to cool down the engine with water, but it
proved ineffedive.

As darkness fell, there was a noticeable absence of people.
Deespite our pleas for help, the passing vehicles showed no con-
cern and sped away. Our tour agent in Bengalur was unreach-
able. Eventually, the driver embarked on a mission to seek
help. Being a local and familiar with the termin and the
threats, he advised us to stay in the car

‘The illdit road also eompounded our fears. My son Sachin
Kumarstood by the cag, using his flashlight to signal approach-
ing wehicles. Shobha, my significant other, seemed terrified
and whis pered prayers toevery deity she knew. We felt trapped
in an unfamibiar place, far away from our home. The sporadic
nolse of a passing vehicle shattered the quietness. We felt
relieved when the driver, sccompanied by a mechanic, finally
appeared on the scene three hours later to fix the cr.

After what felt Bke an eternity, the engine roared back tolife.
As the car glided forward, we couldnt help bat feel medief and
Jov. Despite the odds, the wife's devoted prayers and the dri-
vers mvmdﬁ!rmlmumhmiﬁmﬂypmdﬂrAm!ul
achievement and gratitud s, What dwas
a memorable joumey, but this incdent remains etched in our
memories,

ERS TO THE EDITOR

Priyanka a pragmatic choice
Refer toPriyanka’s debut’; both Rabu | Gand-
i Prlivarilen havek Y

mmhmmwhhmwm
i ion

i thecountry to an i gnomindous low. The contri-
bution of both siblings has been s gnificant and
the party is showing resilience, [t strong recov-
ey in the 2024 LS elections has sparked new
optimism. By felding Privanka asthecandidate
for the Waynnad bypal, the Congress has made
i|>rumﬂu and prudent :h-:': It would have

needed at this time. For the Congress, the
pressing need is to accept the harsh ground
realitiesand adapt toa post-election normaley.

DV SHARMA, MURERIAN

New Lady Statue welcome

Apropos of Blindfold & sword gone, new Lady
Justice statue unveled in SC'; the change isa
‘weloome gesture. The open eyes of the statue
symbolise that the lav i watehful, observing
everything without being blindfolded. The
l‘h)’nmlb!hm held by the statue s gnifies

lidate. Her
;lm:l winioel I prlifeswill provideh
h by i

il justice, applied equally to all, regard-
less of mste, oreed, rdigion and status. This

# latent talent
nd test her ptical mettle.
ROSHAN LAL GOEL, LADWA

Omar has administrative
Refer to 'Omar takes charge’, it is heartening to
observe that the new government in the Union
Termtory of Jammu and Kashmir has taken
charge after a prolonged period of President's
nule. One acvantage that Omar has is his previ-
ous tenure as the Chiel Ministerof the erstwhile
state of J&K— from 20810 D14 Hisexperience
in governing the state gives him the administo-
five expertise o lead effctively, The editorial
rightly pointed out Shat the swearing-in ceramo-
ny ‘Tell shodt in conveying a message of unity
mnd hope’. It seems that the Congress has
mswlanwﬂunﬂ)bj#mﬂﬂmnﬂyb
ing to join Omar Abdullah’

On the other hand, lehldmnuumnc\d
able maturity by appointing a Hindulegislator as
Deputy Chief Minister. a move symbolising
incusivity.

RAVINDER KUMAR JAIN, LUDHIANA

Cong must accept reality

Refer to the ‘Leader Speak’ cohumn; the com-
ments reflect the mindsst of the speakemn.
Conggress president Mallikarjun Kharge often
speaks interms of battles —whether it's fight-
mg until Modi is ousted or, in this case, until
JER regains its statehood, However, both
these goals seem neither possible nor feasible
under the current palitical dreumstances. In
ontrast, NC president Faroog Abdullah's
statements reflect the practical realities of the
situation, while PM Narendra Modi's words
embwdy the meonciliatory spint that is much

formation will Ekely help build greater
faith in the justice system, shedding the nega-
tive per Teld by the public. As time pro-
gresses, the positive effects of this changewill
become more evident.

COL RS MARULA (RETD), PATIALA

Ram Lila instils values
Refer to “My tryst with acting in Ram Lila';
R Lila is undendably an integral partofour
cultuml heritage, transcending caste, aeed,
and religion. I instils fundamental values and
serves as an event with muRtiple facets — pro-
viding entetainment, fostering socal cama-
raderie, upholding religious ethos and help-
ing children develop acting skills. The lessons
imparted through Ram Lils are deeply etched
in the hearts and minds of the younger gener-
ation. As a school administeator, Tensure that
Ram Lila is enacted every year, despite vari-
ous challenges, because of its immense value
iin shaping young minds.

SUNIL KUMAR MAHAJAN, GHUMARWIN

Upskill schoolteachers
“This iswith reference o e news item absout the
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minksters intent to
improve the quality of education in schools in
the state. Technical input in education has
grown to such an extent that many senior teach-
E'l'!.whnhndp:l training over Iﬂym!ngu an
it the e suchas
the teaching techniques of differentiation ,
“adaptive’, and ‘group’. The government should
jpay more attention to the teachers profssional
growth and upskilling o it is essential for
imgroving the standamd of ecucation.
S KUMAR, PANCHKULA

Leiers o the Edior typed in double space, should not exoned the 200-wond mi.

sor by e-mall e
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Doctors’ strike reveals how apathy to
health pushes people into poverty

West Bengals healtheare expenditure is 1% of its gross state domestic product, and 68% of healthcare expenses in the State come from the pockets of patients, the second
warst figure in India after Uttar Pradesh. The State also spends less than 3% of GDI? on education even as privatisation in the sector has been increasing since the 1990s

Anindya Sackar

he rape and murder of a doctor
at Kolkata's R.G. Kar Medical
College on August 9 brought

doctors all over the country
onito the streets, As of now, junior doctors
in Kolkata have been on a hunger strike
for several days, and their peers in other
parts of the State have expressed their
support with symbuolic strikes of their
own. Several doctors on hunger strike
have had to be hospitalised after their
condition deteriorated. The State
Government has thus far punished many
police and administrative officials.

Even through breaks in the agitation,
the health workers have maintained that
underlying issues are far from resobved.
Their protest has sought, among other
things, a complete overhaul of the
healthcare system. They have reported
working 36-hour shifts on meagre
allowances, without proper rest rooms,
and have been left vulnerable to violence
at their workplace.

working conditions are not
restricted to West Bengal. A repart by the
Indian Medical Association in 2018 said
75% of doctors in India have at some point
been exposed to harassment or physical
violence inside health centres or
hospitals, largely due tolack of
infrastructure, medicines, long working
hours, and excessive political
i e. Yet sucoessive
bath at the Centre and in the States, have
swept these pressing issues under the

Issues with insurance coverage
India's declared expenditure on
healthcare is only 2% of its GDP,
compared to the 510% in China and
Brazil. The success story of Cuba's
healthcare system is rooted in its
spending 14% of its GDP on health. In
India, continued state-led apathy towards
favourable government policies, plus
long-standing low-quality healthcare
infrastructure, has allowed the private
sectors to flourish at the public sector's
expense. From &% in 1950, the private
sector captured nearty 70% of India’s total
healthcare market in 2024,

According to the National Sample
Survey, the cost of treatment in private
hospitals is seven-times that in
povernment hospitals, yet anly 14% of the
rural and 19% of the urban populations
have health insurance to help cover the
resulting costs.

The consequences have been
disastrous. Even as India's public sector
per-capita expenditure on healthcare has
steadily declined, out-of-pocket expenses
for individuals have seared. Aceording to
official data, of every 100 an individual

Protesters at the site where junior dodtons afe sitting on a hunger strike in Kolkata, Fn

spends on healthcare in India, T52 is from
savings, while the Central and the
relevant State governments together
contribute T35, To compare, Brazilian and
Cuban citizens spend?22 and 18,
respectively, out of their pockets.

A study by IIT Mandi published in
December 2023 reported that
much-touted government health schemes
~ including the Centre's Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
and West Bengal's “Swasthya Sathi’ -
mostly cover treatment costs for inpatient
admissions but provide almost no
coverage for outpatient services, which
account for up to 0% of the total
healtheare expenses in India.

West Bengal second worst

One consequence of this state of affairs
has been a corrupt collusion between
avruisitive doctors, corporate entities,
pharmaceutical companies, and political
traders taking advantage of patients
desperate for timely and quality care.

In an October 2021 report, NITL Aayog
estimated that the exorbitant cost of
treatments had pushed nearly 7% of the
national population into poverty every
year. The situation in West Bengal is more
dire considering the State Government’s
healthcare expenditure is only 1% of its
gross state domestic product. According
to the Union Ministry of Finance, 68% of
healthcare expenses in the State are
out-of pocket - the second-highest in the
country, after Uttar Pradesh.

Further, the World Health Organization
has recommended that any country’s
health sector must have at least one
doctor for every 1,000 patients, In the last
77 years, India has hardly ever met this
poal. The doctor-patient ratio in West
Bengal is similar, whereas Kerala has four

The doctors' issues are far from
resolved. Their protest has sought
a complete overhaul of the
healtheare system. T have
reported 36-hour shifis without
proper rest rooms and unsafe
workplaces that leave them
vulnerable to violence

doctars per 1,000 patients. Then again,
this ratio alone does not fully explain the
healtheare crisis particular to Bengal,

Newd for whistle-blowers

For ane, the number of doctors and
‘healtheare workers in rural primary and
community health centres is lower than
in urban areas. Junior doctors have
complained that the State government’s
claim to have built super-speciality
‘hospitals in different districts is
meaningless because there are too few
health workers to staff them and not
enough essential medicines and
equipment either. Where some
equipment is available, their use is held
hack by the lack of skilled operators,

When freshly-minted doctors are
deputed to work in these centres, they are

o patients’ and their families'
frustration over the poor facilities. This
reality has persisted irrespective of the
party in power, Again, this state of affairs
is not unigque to West Bengal.

According to the advocacy organisation
Transparency International, corruption in
healtheare is becoming increasingly
severe, Of the $7.5 trillion spent
worldwide on healthcare every year,
around $500 billion is lost to corruption.
It also estimated that one in five people is

forced to bribe workers and officials to
aviil medical care and that corruption is
responsible for the deaths of 1.4 lakh
children annually.

The healtheare syndicates operating in
West Bengal's hospitals are a pood
example of such corruption. As part of its
suggested solutions, the Transparency
International report asks the sector’s
stakeholders and employees to come
forward as whistleblowers to stem the rot.
The junior doctors and others agitating in
Kolkata and other cities are currently
essaying this role.

Loss due to corruption

Some other West Bengal schemes have
also fizled out. Just as with ‘Swasthya
Sathi’, Bengalis were enthusiastic about
the ‘Kanyashres’ scheme when the State
moated it in 2013 to increase the
enrolment of girls in school using
conditional cash transfers. But a June
2023 analysis by University of
Pennsylvania and University of Kalyani
(West Bengal) researchers revealed that
although the scheme had prompted more
girls to enrol, they were learning littde
because there were no proper classrooms
or teachers. West Bengal, spends less than
3% of the GDP on education even as
privatisation in the sector has been
increasing since the 1990s.

In a paper published in 2023 in The
Laneet, two social science researchers
reported actual healthcare spending in
India has come down to just 1.2% of GDP,
even as the Central government has
disputed this.

‘Bread at the price of jewels'
In sum, this is why it is imperative for
India’s governments to listen to the junior
doctors' complaints and demands. In line
with the aspirations of a welfare state, the
gowernment must post-haste increase its
healtheare spending and demonstrate its
commitment to eliminating cormeption.
Norman Bethune, a Canadian doctor
whao devoted his life to serving the poar,
travelled around the world and attended
to care-seekers during the Spanish Civil
War as well as the Sino-Japanese conflict.
He eventually died on the battlefront in
1939 when tending to Chinese soldiers. He
was critical of the idea of health being
treated as a market-commodity and said:
"Medicine, as we are practising it, is a
luxury trade. We are selling bread at the
price of jewels. Let us take the profit, the
private economic profit, out of medicine
and purify our profession of rapacious
individualism. Let us say to the people
not "how much have you got?.”
(Anindya Sarkar is professor,
Diepartment of Geology and Geaphysics, T
Kh, r.

sarkaranindyal 95KEgmail.com)

THE GIST

T5% of doctors have been
eapiosed to harassment of
physical violence, largely due
o lack of infrastructure,
medicines, long working
hours, and peditical
interference. Yet successive
governments have swept
these lssues under the fug
-

India's expenditure an
healthcare is only 2% of its
GOP. Cuba spends 14%. In
India, state-led apathy has
allowed the private sector to
capture nearly T0% of India's
total healthcare market in
24

-

I October 2021, the NITI
Aayag estimated that the cost
of treatments had pushed
nearly 7% of the national
population inte paverty every
year. The situation in West
Bengal is mare dire

Gut-brain connection to Parkinson’s revealed

Serena Joesphine M,

s there a gut-brain connec-
l tion in Parkinson's Disease

(PD)? Recent research sug:
gests a “gut-frst hypothesis” or
agutbrain connection in PD - a
pathway that could mark a sig-
nificant shift in how the neuro-
degenerative disorder is looked
at, its diagnosis, its progression,
and its treatment.

A recent study — Upper Gas-
trointestingl (GI} Mucosal Dan-
uge {(MD) and Subsequent Risk of
Parkinson Disease — published
in the JAMA Network Open
found that a history of upper Gl
MD was associated with an in-
creased risk of developing PD.
The cohort study of 9,350 pa-
tients with no prior history of
PD found that mucosal damage
on upper endascopy was asso-
ciated with a 76% greater risk of
a PD diagnosis.

Prabash Prabhakaran, head
of department and senior con-
sultant, Neurology, Apollo Spe-
ciality Hospitals, Vanagaram,
says,"PD is a progressive newro-
degenerative disorder primariby
characterised by motor symp-
tooms such as tremors, rigidity,
bradykinesia, or slow move
ment, and postural instability.
As the disease progresses, non-
motor symptoms like cognitive
dedine, sleep  disturbances,
mood disorders often emerge.
However increasing evidence
has pointed to an overlooked as-
pect of PD disease - the gut.

Studies suggest that gastrolntestinal
dysfunction may precede the anset of
MOLaF SyMPLoms. GETTY IMAGES

Studies suggest that gastrointesti-
nal dysfunction may precede the
onset of motor symptoms, high-
lighting a complex interplay bet-
ween the gut and brain in PD.
There are multiple studies look-
ing at the connection between
PD and the enteric nervous sys-
tem, appendix, gut microbiome,
gastritis at an early age, and PDin
later lifie)

Gastric warnings

One of the key indicators of a link
between the gut and PD is gas-
trointestinal symptoms, particu-
larly constipation, long before
classic motor symptoms manif.
est. Many patients report expe-
riencing constipation, reduced
ut motility, and other GI distur-
bances up to 20 years prior to re-
ceiving a PD diagnosis. This sug:
gests that Parkinson’s may not
only be a brain disorder but also
involve dysfunction in the GI sys-
tem, he added. "So the present

understanding is that PD pathal-
oy could probably start in the
put and move to the brain,” Dr.
Prabhakaran said.

R. Lakshmi Narasimhan, pro-
fessor and head of department,
Neurology, Sri Ramachandra
Medical College, SRIHER, said
the deficiency of an essential ele-
ment like dopamine is associated
with PD. High levels of dopami-
nergic neurons are present in the
put. "Now, several studies are
looking at gut microbiota that
play a crudal role in deciding
your mood and have a great in-
fluence on the brain, Previously,
research looked at the central
and peripheral nervous systems
fior Py, while now, more research
is looking at the enteric nervous
system —gastrointestinal-related
= to look at the relationship bet:
ween gut and brain," he said.

A major breakthrough in un-
derstanding the gut's invole:
ment came with the discovery of
abnormal  protein  aggregates
known as Lewy bodies in both
the brain and the gut of PD pa-
tients, Dr. Prabhakaran said."The
gut microbiome is involved in
numerous bodily processes, in-
eluding immune function, mets-
bolism, and regulation of gut-
brain axis. Dysbiosis, or an imba-
lance in gut microbiota, has been
implicated in neurological condi
tions, including PD," he said.

Gut hygiene
A. Chezhian, associate professor

of gastroenterology, Government

are

Kilpauk Medical College Hospital,
said that it was a long-known fact
that GI problems could heighten
the risk of PD. “This study has
put the magnitude of the pro-
blem to be as high as 76%. There
is a gutbrain axis in our body
that is bidirectional. It is very
much affected by the composi-
tion of our gut microbiota, which
is the healthy gut microbes. Com-
monly, dietary habits such as in-
creased intake of ultra processed
food, antibiotic misuse, and fre-
quent Gl infections, affect the gut
microbiota, That may set the pre-
cedence for so many diseases like
PD and even many cancers,” he
“We need to maintain good
gut hygiene by avoiding unneces-
sary antibiotics and less pro-
cessed food options. Hand hy-
giene, safe water, and eating
home cooked food also promote
gut ygiene. Healthy habits such
as an early dinner and more fibre
from fruits and vegetables are al-
s0 important,” he said, He added
that fecal microbiota transplanta-
tion is the way forward for many
diseases, but as of now, this is still
at the research stage.
(serena.mi@thehindu.co.in)
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