Editorial

THE HINDU

Thursday, October 17, 2024
ELH1

.
Canadian frostbite
India must consider the impact of its

next steps onits diplomacy and i
! frer a year of frosty exchanges and declin

ing relations, India and Canada have de-
dared diplomatic war, as India's Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) revealed this week that
the Canadian government had sought to investi-
gate dl'l.d even mhcm)gdm d1c Indian High Com-
and fr naming them
“persons of interest™ for the killing of Khalistani
activist Hardeep Singh Nifjar. Mr. Nijjar, who was
shot dead in June 2023 in British Columbia, was
wanted by India. In a press conference, the Cana-
dian police (RCMP) detaibed their suspicions that
the Indian diplomats were somehow involved
with an Indian criminal network they believe is
responsible for the killing, as well in the taqgcurg
of some in the Indian diaspora. The Canad
nistry of Foreign Affairs has alleged politi .
terference by India's diplomats, something hith-
erto it had accused China of. India’s MEA has
called the charges "preposterous”, accusing Ca-
nacian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of orches-
trating the imvestigations for political gain with a
proseparatist Khalistani votebank, given his re-
cord-low ratings ahead of the 2025 general elec-
tion. India also accused what it called the Cana-
dian "regime” for providing space to "violent
extremists and terrorists to .. intimidate Indian
diplomats and community leaders...", in the
name of free speech. Delhi and Ottawa have each
expelled six diplomats. With the reduced staff
strength in the High Commissions in both capi-
tals and an outraged India reserving the right o
further action, it could well mean drastic cuts in
visas and curtailed direct travel links,

With the die cast for worsening ties, New Delhi
must consider carefully the impact of its next
steps not only on Indian diplomacy but also In-
dia's image. While it is imperative to defend In-

it is equially importarit to mw:-.ll
that Indian i
agencies have overstepped in operations in thc
case. The RCMP's naming of Indian u
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi must also be investi-
gated. As India's adversaries seek to draw ||r||ts
between allegations against Indian intelli
and national security operations in Pakistan, lhc
UAE, Qatar, Canada and the U.5., even India's
close partners are looking askance. The US's
staternent, that India should cooperate with Ca-
nada, must be seen as evidence of that. India’s
dual palicy towards the Nijjar case, which it out-
rightly rejects any connection to, and the Pannun
case in the LS. ~ it has sent a high-level inquiry
team — also raises questions. The government
miust prove it has nothing to hide. It must also be
more transparent about how it expects to deal
with this challenge, and to reports that link Cana-
da's allegations to India’s top leadership includ-
img Mational Security Adviser Ajit Doval and
Home Minister Amit Shah. Above all, New Delhi
must step up an international campaign to en-
sure accountability from Canada: to either pre-
sent verifiable evidence, or to stop casting this
shadew over India®s reputation and its diplomats,

India’s 2024 Global Hunger Index
ranking is a matter of concern
he 2024 Global Hunger Index (GHI) sug-
pests that India's undernourished popu-
lation this year would effectively rank as
the seventh most populous country in the world

~ with roughly the population of Brazil, i SLIRRCT
ing 200 million people. In stark terms, this is

The battle cry for justice in the City of Joy’

he brutal rape and murder of a junior
woman doctor at R.G. Kar Medical
College in Kolkata, in August 2024, has

g:m:ﬁtzda historic people’s
movement in West Bengal, Over the last two
muonths, the *City of Joy' has become acity af
processions. have been active in a variety
of ways — women hdw:gdmcn:d in l«u'g: numbers
at the stroke of midnight in urban loc; i
the State; lights have been switched m‘fb'ul SOHTIE
time as an expression of their solidarity with the
demand for justice; slogans have been written
and poetry recited on the streets, and the police
and the administration have been challenged.
But, more importantly, the movenent has
expressed a lack of trust in the Trinamool
Congress-led government in the State, a party
that won decisively fust a few months ago in
parliamentary seats in the 2024 general election,

-government dynamics
As we write, the junior doctors are on a historic
hunger strike on a 10-point charter of demands
including Justice for RG Kar'. Even during the
Drurga Pooja, thousands of people have
participated in demonstrations in solidarity with
the doctars. The movement began with junior
doctors in .G, Kar demanding justice for the
victim. The slogans of the movement, ‘Justice for
RG Kar' and "We want Justice’, have practically
become a part of the Bengali lexicon. A closer
look at the movement shows that it has grown
withiout the leadership of any political party. The
element of spontaneity is unmissable. The
have made it clear that it is their movement and
are unwilling to accept any political attempt to
claim beadership or the moral high ground.

Why are the people, who just a few months
agn, voted decisively for the Trinamool Congress,
novwr on the streets demanding justice for a victim
of rape and murder, when the State Chief
Minister herself has time and again made the
sume demand and expressed solidarity with the
movement? To understand this, we need to take a
deeper ook at the paolitical economy of
Trinamool Congress rule in the State, its
relationship with the people in general, and the
middle class and upper middle classes in
particular.

1t is true that the movement is largely a
movement of the middle and upper middle
classes in West Bengal. An obvious reason is that
the case is about a doctor on duty who was raped
and murdered, Bengali upper, middle and lower
class households attach great importance to
education. Given that entrepreneurship is
missing in the average Bengali, they are of the
view that the upward mobility of the next
peneration is possible anly through higher
education, particularly of a technical kind. The
rape and murder of the doctor is also a horrific
incident under the jurisdiction of a government
institution. It has shaken the middle dass who
now perceive that the dream of upward mobility
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The people's
MOvermnent,
‘ustice for RG
Kar', 1s also a
battle against a
system that
perpetuates

many injustices

can be shattered even after a child gets the best
passible education.

A State's economic decline, cor

This perception of a serious threat to upward
mohility and soeial position is not merely a resule
of this incident. Rather, this movement is also a
culmination of growing frustration within the
middle class about the economy of the State, The
relative position of the State in India, in terms of
GDP share, has been in steady decline for
decades. The investment scenario has alsa
witnessed similar decline. The employment
situation in the State is precarious. But this was
also true under the erstwhile Left Front
government rule. However, the recruitment of
school teachers and college professors through a
somewhat transparent School and College Service
Commission ensured a modicum of fairmess in
the system. But the Trinamool Congress
government has destroyed this idea of faimess
with rampant corruption in important
government jobs.,

In 2022, the incarceration of the erstwhile
Education Minister in the School Service
Commission scam showed the degree of
imvolvernent of top government functionaries in
corruption. The arrest of top Ministers and
Trinamoal 55 leaders in various scams also
showed how the system has become highly
corrupt and susceptible to rigging by those in
power. In the R.G. Kar case too, there are serious.
allegations of corruption against the former
college principal and the presence of a corrupt
syndicate operating in the health system. The
R.G. Kar murder case is perceived by the people
to be a result of this corrupt system. The CBIis
alser looking at this angle. Allegations of a
cover-up by the police and the hospital
administration have further strengthened the
perception that the system is rigged by the ruling
party and its supporters.

Thee corruption and extortion racket that exists
in West Bengal must be seen in the context of the
lack of capital investment and development. In
the absence of regular inflows of new capital in
the State, the ruling machinery’s source of
finances is said to be outsourced to local leaders,
‘who run their own fefdoms and extract
resources and money from the people at will. The
violence during local elections in West Bengal is
the result of these political lords trying to protect
their “fiefdoms’ at any cost.

Thee top leadership of the Trinamool Congress
grants, what political scientist Dwaipayan
Bhattacharya calls “franchisees’ to these local
lowrcls, in return for votes and complete loyalty to
the top leadership. Government schemes are
used to politically manage this extortionist regime
where active opposition to the ruling party mighe
debar the poor from accessing the schemes, The
large unorganised sector cannot operate without
paying a ‘levy’ to the ruling party and gaining
permission for business.

In estheer words, the system is based on
extortion and corruption on the one hand and a
distribution of public goods through the
mediation of government and ruling party on the
other. In this system of political management and
extortion, the idea of Sjustice’ and fairmess takes a
beating. 1t is in this context that the word ‘justice’
becomes a crucible where people who have faced
myriad injustices from the system gather with
their discontent and express their dissatisfaction
with the government.

The core of the protests

Is this the beginning of the end of the TMC
pgovernment? The jury is still out on this. At this
juncture a few observations can be made. First,
this movemnent, as of now, remains non-partisan
as it has not allowed any political party any
space. The largest Opposition party in the State,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP), tried and failed,
The Left, for the time being, is going with the
people’s sentiment and asking its cadres to
participate in the movement wholeheartedly,
without any one-upmanship. That peaple are not
allowing the intervention of any Opposition party
is also symbolic of 'a noconfidence” in them. The
moverment’s main slogan is justice” and not the
ouster of the government. But the huge mass
upsurge will have political and electoral
ramifications. What direction this will take
remaing to be seen.

Second, while the movement has support
within the rural and poor populations, they are
yet to come out on to the streets in large
numbers, This is not surprising given the
dependence of the poor on the government and
the ruling party for their livelihood. Any
challeryge to the ruling party by the poor may rob
them of their source of livelihood. The poor are
assessing the situation in terms of whether a
credible alternative to the Trinamool Congress
emerges. This also holds true for Muslims in the
State. With the emergence of the BIP as the main
Opposition party and the waning of the Left and
the Congress, the Trinamool Congress has
emerged as the option for them to keep the B
out. It is true that Muskim voters are also victims
of the corrupt symdicate raj created by the TMC.
However, as bong as a powerful secular alternative
tor the Trinamoaol Congress does not emerge, it is
difficult for the Muslims to dedsively move
against the TMC.

In short, West Bengal is poised at a eritical
juncture, State Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
and her government are facing the most difficult
palitical challenge. If it is proved that the police
and government machinery were imvolved in
destraying evidence and shielding the culprits,
then the challenge for Ms, Banerjee will only
increase. The people are resolute in their demand
for justice. In this system of many injustices, the
people, through their collective assertions, want
to see Justice for RG Kar', in the hope that this
will open up the long road to Justice for all’.

Spotlighting the work of the Economics Nobel winners

he Great Divergence is a term used o
T describe the gap in economic and political

development between the west and the
east. It emerges from this idea that in the 17th and
the 18th centuries, the advantages that western
Europe enjoyed due to industrialisation allowed
them to project political power elsewhere, This in
turn helped them to reap economic rewards, One
of the most relevant findings that emerged from
this schodarship is the idea that institutions.
established during colonialism can have
ﬂ:mhll’_‘l‘l[ Elfn.ls many years after countries
joned to sovereign rule.

about 4% of India's existing p The
2024 GHI, which report’s 19th edition, con-
siders comprehensive sets of data in its Andings.
In India's case, it considers the Sample Registra-
tion System statistical reports, that the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme Implementation pu-
blishes annually, which provide data such as on
births, deaths, infant and maternal mortality,
hased on reports by the Ministry of Women and
Child Development and NIT1 Aayog.

In 2024, the seorecard for the 127 nations ana-
lysed ranges from "low™ to "extremely alarming”.
While India is ranked "serious™ (rank 105 and
seore I7.3), it might as well be considered “ex-
tremely alarming” if one considers various other
relevant factors. It also establishes the abject and
systemic Failire by the Indian state to address the
most basic of human needs - of adequate food
and nutrition that are essential to reap the bene-
fits of the much touted “demographic dividend'.
India was the world's fastest growing economy, at
6.8% in FY24, with an estimated GDP of almost $4
trillion, ranking fifth globally. However, its per
capita income, of $2,485 in FY24, was bess thana
fourth of the global average of $13,920 in FY22,
indicating the wide income inequality that would
result in vastly varied disposable incomes, This is
pertinent as food inflation more than doubled
between FY22 and FY24, from 3.8% to 7.5%, af-
fecting the poor. Even as the Economic Survey
fior 202324 blames this on ‘extreme weather
events, low reservoir levels and damaged crops,
affecting farm output’, India recorded one of its
highest levels of food production - 332 million
tonnes in 2023-24. This was largely due to bum-
per crops in rice and wheat, though pulses and
vegetables were affected by extreme weather
events. But these numbers when read with |
dia’s infant mortality — 26 per 1,000 live births in
2022, while the Qul:lal average was 28 - and child
stunting and wasting rates, of 35.5% and 18.7%,

respectively, are revealing, They point to a failure
uf]nr]la s health-care and safety net systems and
the denial to address what is apparent, namely,
climate change that has already begun to cast a
long shadow on India's food security.
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Institutions and development

The winners of this year’s Economics Nobel, aor
the Sveriges Riksbank Prize awarded for
economic scences, Daron Acemoglu, Simon
Johinson and James Rd:llnwn (AJR), pioneers in
new institutional economics, emphasised the role
of institutions in the direction of development.
Institutions are constraints on human behaviour,
the rules of the game in the form of law and order
that prevent the state or any other party from the
coercive use of force an those who cannot defend
themsehves. This can take the shape of the
constitutional limits on the powers of an
executive, Institutions exert their effect through
incentives, such as the traffic fnes on a busy
street that nidges a driver from breaking the
speed limit,

AJR's work has highlighted the role of
extractive institutions in shaping a country’s
growth trajectory. Extractive institutions are
cammon in history because they still offer the
possibility of generating prosperity but distribute
the fruits of growth to a small group of elites.
Inclusive institutions, on the other hand, have
rules and incentives that motivate peaple.
Colonialism established extractive institutions in
Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, the
Caribbean, and South Asia while there are
relatively fewer extractive institutions in the
United States, Canada, Australia and New
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AR have
emphasised the
role of
institutions in
development
but there has
been eriticlsm of
this approach as
privileging
western liberal
institutions

Zealand, AJR's seminal work was in establishing
how these institutions have a causal impact on
economic growth, They assembled archival
evidence to show differences in settler mortality
rates in tropical and temperate countries. For
instance, settler colonists of Australia and the US,
settled there in large numbers due o a relatively
disease-free environment while colonists whao
settled in more tropical countries were wiped
due to disease,

The key to this type of research was the
natural experiment. Social scientists usually
cannot manipulate the variables they study like
natural scientists running a clinical trial. What
they can do is ereate research design innovations
that approximate true experiments. They find
observational settings in which causes are
randomly assigned among units that they can
compare such as individuals, villages, cities or
countries. A simple comparison across these
units exposed to the presence or absence of a
cause can provide evidence for the effects that
that particular cause has.

Investigations in India

The biggest contribution by AJR is in inspiring
several studies that looked at the longterm
effects of historical events on economic
development where they identified new varishles
from detailed historical data. Two of the most
well-known studies in this genre come from the
Indiin subcontinent,

Abhijit Banerjee and Lakshmi lyer (2005)
found that landlord-based colonial land tenure
systerns resulted in lower agricultiral
investments and productivity in those areas years
later. Lakshmi Iyer (2010) showed that areas
under direct colonial rule had fewer schools,
health centres and roads than those under
indirect colonial fuile - an effect that seems to be
Fading away only recently.

Economic institutions are tullutlw: choices

can be de jure or de facto. The political power for

Joe Biden does not come from the person but the
office that he holds, the President of the United
States of America. On the other hand, you cannot
say the same for Teodoro Obiang Nguema, the
President of Equatorial Guinea, one of the world's
longest serving leaders. This would be de factor
power,

The uestion of reform of an extractive
institution is about the ability to solve a collective
action problem through the economic resources
available to them. What AJR’s research has shown
is that it is difficult for groups with conflicting
interests to agree on what good institutions look
like. Groups with political power will abways have
an incentive to use that power to change the
distribution of resources in their favour.

A perspective

AR research came into pmnum:m.: at a time
when the economics dom was moving away
from a presumptive policy framework to
soanething more diagnostic, There was a
deliberate move away from universal remedies
stch as the erstwhile shock therapy in Latin
America or the Washington Consensus. Their
approach is not without criticism. Acemoglu and
Robinson have been sceptical about China's
spectacular growth that is expected o show down
due to the eventual spread of extractive
instititions,

However, scholars such as Yuen Yuen Ang have
argued that AJR's approach tends o privilege
western liberal institutions, When the LS. wasa
developing country, they were as corrupt or
engaged in risky practices quite similar to those
undertaken in China today. The narrative of the
import of inclusive institutions from western
Europe is at odds with America’s chequered
history with slavery, exclusion of women from
property rights, and genocide of Native
Americans, Other scholars such as Onur Ulas Ince
(2022) have also pointed out the reluctance of AJR
tor critically engage with the complexity of
actually existing colonialism and capitalism.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Fraying ties

The question that India has
to ask itself is this: why has
Canada come out with such
startling allegations about
our 'fundamental error’ in
violating its sovereignty in
the matter of the Mijar
killing? The Prime Minister
of Canada has eschewed

diplomatic euphemisms
and done plain-speaking
about Indian machinations.
India owes Canada a
suitable reply instead of
outright repudiation, casual
dismissal, and expulsions of
Canadian diplomats. Stout
denial cannot be our foreign
policy. Had there been a

reversal of roles, there is no
doubt that the Indian media
wiould have gone to town
with righteous indignaticn,
Our credibility is at stake.

R. Thamas Paul,
Bengahiru

The row is definitely getting
murkier. However, it is a

sort of an odd compliment
to the power of the Indian
diaspora — that in the
«course of history, the Prime

terrorist eblements.
S.R. Patraik,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha

from Chennai {'Letters to
The Editor, October 16), are
never in the loop for
consultation or problem

Minister of a G-T country Prablem solving solving. This is because
not only weos an Indian Authorities respansible for elected counsellors or their
migrant community in his flood mitigation do not proxies rarely interact with

«country for vokes but is alsa
ready to “walk the extra
mile" to defend some

seem to learn from past
experiences. Citizens, as
mentioned by a letter writer

people living in their wards.
Mohan Thomas,
Chennai
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Reimagining access to justice

Court in Delhi to modest

district courts in rural Bihar,
aquiet revolution has been in the
making for decades. This
revolution is not about abrogating
colonial laws, drafting new laws,
ar ensuring speedier verdicts.
Instead, it centres on the question
— who foots the bill for justice? In
this context, the idea of
Third-Party Litigation Funding
{TPLF) has quickly emerged as a
game-changer, potentially opening
courtroom doors for many who
felt they had been shut out.

A small shopkeeper from
Pune’s markets, waging a lonely
battle against a deep-pocketed
e-commerce behemoth, or tribal
villagers from Odisha challenging
a polluting industrial giant - these
are not just David and Goliath
tales but real ife legal struggles
that aften end before they begin,
not because of weak cases, but
emipty wallets. The idea behind
TPLF is to rope investors in that
would bankroll such legal battles
in exchange for a cut of the
winnings. The need for such an
ides in India is painfully clear,
given the massive pendency and
skyrocketing litigation expenses.
Unfortunately, we have reached a
stage where justice is increasingly
becoming a luxury only a few can
affi

n the heart of India's legal
l systemn, from the Supreme

‘Potential equaliser”
The Supreme Court in a landmark
judgment Bar Council of India v
AK. Balaji cautiously gave a green
signal to TPLF, viewing it as ‘a
potential equaliser in the
courtroom’ and categorically
holding that TPLF was not
aff-limits as long as lawyers were
not the ones bankrolling such
cases. This stance is built on solid
historical foundations from the
1876 Privy Coundil judgment Bam
Coomar Coondon v. Chunder Canto
Muovkerjee, which held that obd
English laws on champerty against
such funding would not apply to
India.

The ripple effects of TPLF could

reach every corner of India. In

Bumar Ritwik
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In a nation
where justice
for all’ has long
been a
construtional
dream,
Third-Party
Litigation
Funding might
help wrn it into
reality

fact, we may witness situations
with consumer groups in Mumbai
passibly banding together against
tood adulterators, Bengaluru's
tech startups withstanding
pressure against industry giants,
tribes supported by NGOs taking
om mining mafias without fear of
financial ruin, and workers in
tesctile mills facing unfair
treatment being able to seek
justice. In specialised fiebds such
as medical malpractice or IPR,
which heavily depend on expert
testimonies, TPLF could honestly
turn out to be the difference
between a case being heard or
silenced. TPLF might breathe new
airinto Public Interest Litigation, a
powerful tool for socal change
since the 1980s.

Any novel concept cannot
evolve without thorough analysis
and eriticism. Some that
funders will cherry-pick only the
most profitable cases, leaving
socially crucial but less lucrative
claims in the dust. Further, there
is a thorny question of how much
say a funder should ordinarily be
granted in matters of case strategy.
These concerns underscore the

need for careful lation. While

nation where ‘justice for all” has
long been a constitutional dream,
TPLF might help turn it into
reality - one funded lawsuit at a
time.

As we turn to the question of
structuring a regulatory
framework governing TPLF,
several significant issues crop up.
One erucial consideration is
whether litigation funders should
e licensed as financial service
providers. Its suitability pertaining
to India requires careful
assessment. Establishing a
dedicated oversight body o
monitor funders and regulate such
funding is a topic that requires
thoughtful deliberation and
discussion. Capital adequacy is
another critical concern in TPLF
regulation. For instance, Hong

STATE OF PLAY

Tiki Rajwi
tikirajwaggthehindu i

fter a long gap, Kerala
A is again grappling with

the merits and deme-
rits of nudear power plants.
The topic grabbed headlines
following a meeting earlier
this year between the Chair-
man and Managing Director of
the Staterun Kerala State
Electricity Board (KSEB) and
the Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India Ltd., where the
possibility of building a plant

in Kerala was discissed.

Kong's Code of Practice for Third The State's Electricity Mi-
Party Funding in Arbitration 2019 nister K. Krishnankutty has
mandates disclosure of inancing sought to tread lightly on the

details, information on adverse
costs, lighility for costs, and the
extent of funder control. Similarly,
India must evaluate if its
mechanism of ordering security
fior costs addresses similar risks in
the broader litigation context.

ining the appropriate

States such as Maharashtra,
Madbya Pradesh, Orissa, and
Gujarat have dipped their toes by
amending their civil procedure
codes to accord recognition to
‘third-party financier of litigation',
Irdia still lacks a comprehensive
national framework for TPLE.
Such a regulatory framework is
needed to ensure funders are both
financially sound and ethically
upright, to mandate transparency
in funding deals, to protect clients'
decision-making rights, and to cap
funders' profits reasonuahly.

A more accessible legal system
should also bring about stromger
consumer safeguands in a country
plagued by fake products, better
environmental protection in
rapidly-industrialising regions,
and more accountable institutions
across the board, With over
+80,000 cases pending at the top
court and +40 million pending
cases across the nation, TPLF does
offer maore than a ray of hope. Ina

level of court involvement and the
extent of court approval in TPLF
arrangements is a complex
question that requires resolution.
Identifying the right degree of
court intervention and recognising
specific arrangements that
necessitate such oversight will
become foundational pillars in
shaping a well-defined regulatory
framewaork. This must reconcile
access to justioe with preserving

contentious issue. According
o him, the government can
scarcely embark upon such a
project  without  consensus
and public approval. In the
just-concluded session of the
State Assembly, Mr. Krishnan-
kutty stated that the govern-
ment has not adopted any pol-
iey decision regarding the
construction of nuclear power
stations,

In the meantime, there are
reports that the KSEB has sug-
gested Athirapilly in Thrissur
and Cheemeni in northern
Kasaragod as potential loca-
tions for a plant. Notably, the
KSEE move came on the heels
of the 202425 Union Budget

judicial integrity. announcement  concerning

As India takes active steps plans to partner with the priv-
toward reimagining justice, TPLF ate sector for establishing Bha-
presents both a challenge and an rat Small Resctors. What
opportunity. By developing makes the KSEB proposal sig-
targeted and comprehensive nificant is that its iming coin-

regulations tailored to India’s
unigue legal landscape, the
country can foster a thriving
evosystern while safeguarding all
parties' interests, In doing so,
India might set a new global
standard, balancing financial
innovation with the fundamental
right to justice.

cides with Kerala's struggle
against a soaring demand for
electricity. Internal genera-
tion, which largely hinges on
ropower satisfies a mere
30% of the requirement, forc-
ing the southern State to hank
heavily on power purchases.
1n 202324 alone, spending

on power purchases touched
T12,983 crore, according to the
KSEE. This fiscal year, it could
rise to 5,000 crore. While
the KSEE has set an ambitious
target of achieving an installed
power generation capacity of
10,000 MW by 2030, the
State’s present capability
stands at a mere 3,419 MW,

Over the last several de
cades, ecological concerns
have prevented Kerala from
pursuing large hydro or ther-
mal power projects. Most of
the big hydel schemes are sit-
uated in the Western Ghats,
0n the other hand, the elec
tricity demand has surged,
placing Kerala under the per-
petual threat of power shor-
tages in the summer months.
In April, power consumption
surged by 15.62% and peak
power demand by 12.38%
compared with April 2023, ac-
cording to data released by the
electricity Minister's office.

While supporters of nu-
clear energy see it as a safe, re-

ively cheaper power source
for energy-starved Kerala, de-
tractors conter that it is a dis-
aster waiting to happen.

The former argue that Kera-
la is already drawing electric-
ty from the Kudankulam Nu-
clear Power Flant (KKNPP),
built with Russian assistance
in neighbouring Tamil Nadu.
The latter paints to the Cher-
nobyl, Kyshtym, and Fukushi-
ma Daiichi disasters, high-
light: the  longterm
implications of radicactive
contamination,  the

unan-

Kerala’s nuclear power dilemma

swered questions regarding
sustainahle storage and dispo-
sal of radivactive waste, and
the complexities of evacuation
in a densely-populated State
stich as Kerala in the event of a
disaster.

Expertsin the State's power
sector have instead sugpested
safer alternatives, such as so-
lar power and pumped stor-
age projects, to resolve the
energy dilemma. In tapping
solar energy, Kerala has made
significant progress, with the
capacity up from 16.99 MW in
2016 to 1215.65 MW today, ac-
cording to State Power Depart-
ment figures. Proposals for es-
tablishing a nuclear power
plant in Kerala had begun do-
ing the rounds in the 1980s;
however, public outcry re-
garding safety prompted the
State govermiments of that time
to let such proposals fade
away.

The debate re-emerged la-
ter in connection with the
KKNPP. In 2012, CPLM) vete-
ran V.5, Achuthanandan
stirred a political hornet's nest
when he supported anti-Ku-
dankulam demonstrations de-
fying the party line.

Commenting on the recent
KSEB move, the current Lead-
er of the Opposition, V. D.
Satheesan, advised a serious
discussion rather than jump-
ing to conelusions, In Kerala, a
wider public debate on this is-
st has yet to emenge.

However, in shaping any
opinion, the question of
whather a nuclear power sta-
tion is absolutely essential for
Kerala cannot be ignored.
While energy reguirements
cannot be overlooked, such
discussions must also consid-
er the State's population, its
peculiar and ecologically-sen-
sitive geography, and, its vul-
nerahility to major disasters,
the recent being the deadly
landslides in the Wayanad dis-
trict on July 30,

Cauvery awards work only during good monsoons

An overview of the water releases month-wise, since 2018, shows that the order was adhered to when rains were bountiful

DATA POINT

L. Ramakrishnan

he Caurvery Water Disputes
T Tribunal (CWDTYs pre-

scription of the monthly
schedule of the release of water by
Karnataka to Tamil Madu has been
a bone of contention since the Tri-
bunal's interim order in June 1991,
Though the CWDT's final award,
delivered in 2007, was modified by
the Supreme Court 1 years later to
address certain stakeholders” con-
cerns, the court did not disturh the
scheme of the monthly schedule.

Also, considering the growing
requirements of Bengaluru city for
drinking water, the court awarded
an additional 4.75 TMC to Karnata:
ka, along with 10 more TMC. Can-
sequently, Tamil Nadu's overall al-
location went down to 404.25
TME from 419 TMC, as stipulated
in the Tribunal’s final award, and
that of Karnataka rose to 28475
TMC from 270 TMC. OF the total al-
Incation for Tamil Nadu, Karnata-
ka should release water from its re-
servoirs in such a manner that
177.25 TMC is realised by the bower
riparian State annually { June-May)
as per the monthly schedule.

The first four months of the wa-
ter year — June-September or
sauthwest monsoon (SWM) — are
erucial for both the principal ripar-
ian States of the Cauvery river, Kar-
nataka and Tamil Nadu. It is dur-
ing the June-September period
that the upper riparian State, Kar-
nataka, receives the most rainfall.
For Tamil Nadu, these four
maonths account for nearly 70% of
the annual quota - 1230 TMC - of
inflows into the State.

This year’s SWM was bountiful
for both the riparian States com-
pared to the previous year, Last
year, the lack of adequate rainfall
led to emotions running high in
both States aver the lack of water
supply for irrigation. This year, ho-
wever, as the social media handle
of the Karnataka State Natural Dis-
aster Muonitoring Centre

S

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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(KSNDMC) revealed, the gross stor
age of four reservoirs of the Cauv-
ery basin at the end of the mon-
soon period (September 30) was
almost 60% higher than what it
wits on the corresponding day last
year.

In terms of TMC, this year’s stor-
age was about 110,83 TMC against
the previous year’s 59.85. This
year’s storage amounted to 97% of
the gross capacity, 114.57 TMC.
Karnataka’s four reservoirs in the
basin - Krishnaraja Sagar, Kabini,
Hemavathi, and Harangi - re
ceived at least 80 TMC more this
time compared to the 30-year av-
erage of cumulative inflows. Ac-
cording to the KSNDMC, a total of
338 TMC was received by the reser-
voirs during this year’s SWM. With
the bountiful rains and the reser-
voirs filling up, water supply
should not be an issue in the com-
ing months for both agricultural
and drinking water purposes in
The story for the lower riparian
State, Tamil Nadu also coheres
with the above; this year’s figure of
Cauvery water realisation exceed-
ed the 200 TMC mark, with nearly
204 TMC released to the State. The
receipts are vital as Tamil Nadu's
Cauvery delta relies mainly on wa-
ter from the upper riparian State
during the SWM since the north-
east monsoon (NEM) is relatively
unpredictable and erratic in terms
of rainfall patterns. This is evident
in the way the India Meteorologi-
cal Department views the NEM -
as one of large spatial variations.

The eastern part of the Cauvery
Delta, also closer to the coast, re-
ceives heavy rainfall many times in
Novernber and December, but the
rest of the State does not receive
this frequency of rainfall,

Considering these factors, the
CWDT and the Supreme Court re-
tained the scheme of a monthly
schedule for the release of water
from the Kamnataka reservoirs.
This was done to ensure that Tamil
Nadu receives the  maximum
amaount of water from June to Sep-
tember, The measurement is done

by taking the flow calculated at the
Central Water Commission’s gaige
and discharge site in Biligundiu as
the reference point.

The overall water requirement
for Tamil Madu, assessed in the
CWDT's report (volume 5, pages
B5-B6), is F90.85 TMC to provide ir-
rigation to 24.71 lakh acres of crop-
ping land. This figure includes 10
TMC for reservoir losses.

Even though this year's total fi-
gure of realisation has crossed the
annual share, Tamil Nadii, at meet-
ings of the Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA) and Cauv-
ery Water Regulation Committee
(CWRE), both of which form part
of the implementation mechanism
of judicial verdicts, has been con-

Table 1t The table shows the

tending that ka should
stick to the schedule of monthly
release and make good any short-
fall that arose in June and Septem-
ber.

that leaving aside the water year
202324 when the CMWA and
CWRC, at regular intervals, modi-
fied the stipulated quantum of wa:
ter release for a few months, the

e
Ebb and flow
Tha data for the tables

were sourced from the
Central Water Commission

far the

sinca 2018 — the yaar of the Supreme Caurt’s judgment

cumulative
June-September fell short of the
prescribed quantity only in two
out of six years, Table 1 shows that
since 2018, the highest quantity —
around 452 TMC - during the
southwest monsoon was regis-
tered in 202223, The lowest was
around 45 TMC in 2023-24, going
purely by the statistical angle.

gures of realisation month-wise for
the SWM since 2018 - the year of
the Supreme Court's judgment —
reveals that August accounts for

STATEMENT OF FLOWS REALISED AT BILIGUNDLY Figures in TMC
Quantity received

Manth/periad Quantity as per Supreme | 200818 | 201920 |2020-21

? Court's judgment of

Data on water release shows Fabruary 16, 2018
Jurn a2 133 .1 [*]
July |312 124.7 113
Aupust (460 1765 2.3 575
September 6.8 3L5 T 452
Sauthwest 1331 M6.0 1725 (1202

during 229 503 2.9
Annual 1773 4054 | 37532 2114
Encass/shortfall 2283 a8 M1
Quantity received
Manth/period Quantity as per Suprome | 2031-23 | 2022-23 | 202324 | 203425
Court’s judgmant af
Fabruary 16, 2018
June X3 7.7 165 (28 |23
July |31z /0 (1069 |87 |965
i August 460 26 (2236 200 |7a4

Chart 2 showing average fi-  c ie |38 31 (1058 |16 |me
Southwest 1231 915 4515 452 2048
monsoon season
Excessfshartfall | 317|383 |-77ST° |BLY
Annual ra 281.1 GET.5 814 NA.
Excess/shartfall 038 4903 [-955° |NA

about 47% of the season’s overall
figure. July's share is 27% followed
by September at around 23% with
June constituting the rest.

This break-up across months is
in line with the 42-year-Jong aver-
age fygures (197475 to 201546)
worked out by the Central Water
Commission (CWC) which calcu:
lated August’s share at 41%, July -
26%, September - 27% and June -
.

Mo~ nt applicadle. * warked out, if the year in question was a normal ane

Ehart 21 The chart shows the average realisation for the months of June to
Semtember over the last six years, Figures In TMC

June 73
July 848
Ausgust 959
September wo

Total | - 5
Worked out by T, Ramakerishnan

FIFTY YEARS AGOD OCTOBER 17, 1574
Indian goods exhibition at
London trade centre

London, Oct. 16: Indian manufacturers of
products ranging from mass consumption
fashion goods to sophisticated electronics
products are participating in an exhibition here
at the World Trade Centre,

This is part of India's efforts to display a wide
range of non-traditional export items, In the
same spirit, the engineering goods Export
Promotion Council office here opens a
permanent showroom to-maor row.

India hopes to boost its exports to Britain by
several million pounds and there is a concerted
effort on the part of the Indian authorities to
project a new image of industrial India. Most
British importers think of India enly in terms of
textiles, tea, coffee, jute, and spices.

Ower 900 buyers from importing companies,
department stores, and mail order houses have
accepted invitations to attend the current
four-day “India 1974—Buyers and Sellers Meet"
Exhibition at the World Trade Centre.

The Indian exhibitors are also expecting
buyers from Continental and American
companies to show up,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 17, 1924
Retrenchment at the Tatas.

Bombay, Oct 16: At a press interview Mr. B.D.
Tata confirmed the report that emanated from
Jamshedpur, that the Board of Directors of the
Tata Iron and Steel Company have ordered
retrenchment and economy in all possible ways.
He said the copper coke ovens and one blast
furnace, had been shut down. Consequently,
one of the iron ore mines would not be worked.
The requirements of the remaining four
furnaces could be met from the other mines
owned by the company. Mr. Tata added: Owing
to heavy imports of steel from abroasd,
particularly from the continent of Europe, at
prices with which it is impossible for the
company to compete without incurring heavy
losses, there is an unusually large accumulation
of stocks in the yards at Jamshedpur.
Comsequently, production has to be eut down in
order to avoid the locking up of large capital.

Asked as to the number of men thrown out of
employment, Mr. Tata could not give the actual
figure, but feared the mumber must run into
hund
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The funds approved Number of Indian itude of the The number of people  Palestinians killed in
by the Cabinet for flights disrupted by earthquake recorded  Kkilled in a fuel tanker  the Gaza Strip since
PM-AASHA hoax threats in eastern Turkey explosion in Nigeria October 7, 2023

In%
[N

government has approved funds ln-r
PM-AASHA with an aim to peovide
remunerative prices 1o farmers. #

At least 10 flights have been
l“ daruptad dise to bomb threat

messages recedved by airines.
The sue of hoax threal messages to
various airlines has ked to the diversion of
flights including one bound for Chicago. m

7.E-magnitude earthquake which streck on
February 6, 2003. This time, the tremor was
strongly felt in several large dithes. s

The tremor was felt at Kale
in Malstys, 5 provinge

wihich was hit by the violent

injured. Many victims had been trying to
collect fuel spilt on the road after the
tanker crashed in northem JW‘. -

A fuel tanker explosion in
northam Migedia has killed at
least 94 people and beft 50

42,409:=

deaths in the Last 24 hours, according to
the health ministry in Gaza. w»
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How firms like Samsung view labour

Why is the South Korean electronics giant adamant on not recognising the Samsung India Workers' Union? What is Kaizen, the Japanese production
method. and how does it influence East Asian capital® How do Chaebols operate in South Korea?

workers and Iy t. The
Samsung India Workers’ Union (SIWL),
affiliated to the Centre for Indian

Unions, announced the withdrawal of the
strike and said they will return to work on
October I7. While workers have raised
various economic demnands such as an
incremental increase in their salaries over
the next two years, at the heart of their
jprotest is the demand for the recognition
of SIWLL Tll:manag:nmhascmnmxd
w il this dh d, and
d'muu'lmslmtmmﬂdmdr:pﬁuzl
route, with the matter now pending
bbefore the Madras High Court.

‘When did Samsung India start?
The South Korean compary, Samsung
commenced its operations in India in

it recognised by the management has
often proved to be even more difficult.
Labour subordination and disciplining
has remained the default setting of most

Acreas bordens The National Samsung Elctionss Unson workers shout slogans i front of the
Samsung Electronics Mang Gty Hwaseong Campus in Heaseong, South Korea on July B seuTess

demand rather than in surplus or in
ad\mu(md.&smadcﬂl}ns

economy post the Korean war in 1953,
The export-led growth strategy of
thulsmdrpmdmlmlhm’hhul

THE GIST

-
The Scuth Korean company,
Samsung commenced its
‘Operations in india in 1995 The
beggest perevator of revenue
fior the company in india ane

The stressiul working
conditions in these factories
are shaped and determined by
‘thesr management philosoplry,
which Largely draws msparation
from the Japanese production
method called Kairen — that &,
Continuous mprovement 1o
increase work intensity and
rechace idle time.

-

Compansss i South Kovea
such as Samsung are calied
Chasbols. These aee large,
diversified business

CONGIOMETINES Dramad A

3 i Presently,
1995, The biggest penerator of revenue for ramped up ahead of product lunches founded by Lee Byung-chul in 1938, isthe  controlied by famiies or their
the company in India are smartphone [East Asian companies operating in India, a.rl'lpukn]rspn’.inds_llh:z:lsm country’s largest Chaebol. chorss ki for generations.
devices, with most of these manufactured upeua]hmdrpﬂsltwudmdm&tnc ing work ethic, regh i culture Chaebols have dominated
at its second plant in Noida, Uttar notable workers” protests in rin.iﬁ:n‘]mn'l:lcirg What are the concerns for India? Senith Korean sconommy unce
Pradesh. Its facility in Sriperumbudir was partslilncialmtbu:n:nmllanm It is im this context that the demand for | The prolonging of the strike causes the 19605 and have also had
established in 2007, and produces facilities with East Asian capital - Honda fve associations is pertinent concerns for both central and State significant links to the
consumer durables such as televisions Scooters and Motorcyces in 2005, Maruti | from a labour-centric perspective. governments — for the former, regarding country’s pelity.
refrigerators, washing machines and air Sarruki in 2001412, Wistron in 2020 and However, past ' — the ready India’s itions: and
conditioners. It employs dose to 5,000 Foxconn in 2021. The stressful working reference being Maruti Suzuki workers” becoming an alternative to China, and for
workers. In 2002, the company signed an in these factories are shaped struggles to form a union - reflect the Illelanu'u.‘hnmlun'dluslrha
Mol with Tamil Nadu government, and de ined by their reluctance of managements. They remain | balance between attracting
through an imestment of T1.588 crore, o philosoplry, which largely draws extremely wary of unions, investments and signilfying its
sﬂlpzrl:wﬂarltn}:rnducl: inspiration from the Japanese production those with communist affiliations, and are | political governing philosophy of dignity
compressors for refrigerators. method called Kaizen — that is, apprehensive of their militant actions. As and justice. The resolution of the issue is
continuous improvemnent to increase is visible in the present case, while there therefore a matter of prestige and urgency
How do East Asian firms view unions? | work intensity and reduce idle time. Over | has been some conciliation towards other | rather than any pro-labour development
Forming a workers’ union ina the years, through offshore supply chains, | d ! has ined Anand P. Krishnan is a Fellow at the
foreign-owned enterprise in Indiais a global manufacturing in the electronics adamant on not recognising STWU. Centre of Excellence for Studies,
challenge in itself, with the need to pass industry has been reordered into Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence, Dedhi
through several political- bureaucratic jusst-in-time production — a system in What about labour in South Korea? NCR, and an Adjunct Fellow, at Institute of
loops to get it registered. However, getting | which products are created to meet Companies in South Korea such as Chinese Studies, Dethi.
agriculture and a holistic food systems
What does the Global Hunger |=====. ™™
inchuding nutri-cereals such as millets -
. Other dedicated 4 Hunger index for
ndex state about India? == snms
. and child health. it recommends a set of level of hunger is prevalent in
factors such as improved water, anitation — jadka
xh\‘pﬂ:&mm}u&mﬁﬂ\ -
- has the Ministry ¢ i is : - i 3 report also seeks interventions to
Why has the Ministry of Women and Child Development raised concerns over the data collection method? i b bt focland e sl Based Yo
nustrition, gender and dimate change. broad parameters, hat is, child
Saptaparno Ghosh stumted, 18.7% of children wasted and between per capita GDP growth and low ‘stunting (share of children
2.9% of children dying before their fifth levels of hunger is "not always direct or What is the debate about data unader v with loweer hesght
The story so far: birthday. As per the survey, India has the guaranteed™. In other words, GDP growth | collection proportional to their age,
he Global Hunger Index for highest child wasting rate ghobally. alone does not result in improved food The previous year, th:l-lmmd“‘mnm reflecting chaomic
2024 states that a ‘serious’ level However, the analysis states that India and nutritional security for the entire and Child Development had expressed e rurition ),
of hunger is prevalent in India. | has demonstrated “significant political populace. Ths, the report puts forth the concerns about the data not being m"w“im“‘
It ranks India 105th among 127 will” to transform the food and nutrition imperative for policies to emphasise accessed from their ICT applicati
countries, giving it a score of 27.3. A score ~ pointing to the National Food | pro-poor “Poshan Tracker”. The Ministry pointed calloric intahe], child wasting
below 9.9 indicates low levels of hunger. | Security Act, Poshan Abhivan (National Jdressing social economic I out that UNICEF, WHO and the World (shae of chidren under five
10-19.9 moderate, 35-49.9 alarming and Nutrition Mission), I’MGin‘bKahmYm Bank have acknowledged the tracker as a with lower weight propartional
above 50 extremely alarming. (PMGKAY) and National Mission What solutions does it propose? “game-changer™. It ohserved child mmmx;a:‘aw
Natural Farming. But the report argues Broadly, the report proposes a wasting being consistently below 7.2% on mhdm:th:lullh
‘What does it state about India? there exists room for improvement. To approach such as improved a month-on-month basis as compared to ————
The score is hased on four broad illustrate a solution, the report points o acoess o social safety nets, i the 18.7% stated in the 2023 index. .
parameters, that is, child stunting (share the co-relation between the poor y factors relating to However, researchers have maintained -
of children under frve with lower height nutritional status of mothers being well-being and nutrition, alongside that they use survey estimates that have The Ministry of Women and
proporiional to their age, reflecting transferred onto their children. There dedicated approaches to assessing and been vetted for inchssion in the Joint Child Development have
ition), mmhlnmmulpanmli provisioning nutritional needs. The first Malnutrition Estimates and/or the WHO expreased concems about the
undermnourishment {share of population " where the factors driving | of the proposed measures entail Global Database on Child Growth and data not being accessed from
with insufficient caloric intake), child Inckia’s high child wasting rate entail improved access to safety nets and cash Malmutrition. It argues that using the their ICT apphication *Poshan
wasting (share of children under five with | mothers inflicted with insufficent weight transfers. These, the report states, imolve | same data source ensures that the Tracker'.
lower weight proportional to their height) | gain during pregnancy and low birth improving access to programs such as the | numbers are produced using comparable
child mortality {share of chikdren weight among infants. Public Distribution Scheme (PDS), i i i
who die before their fifth birthday). The PMGKAY and Integrated Child to this process for any country would
mmﬂ?\d&tmﬂmm What about India's GDP growth? Development Services (ICDS). Other than compromise the comparability of the
be undernourished, 35.5% of children as The report states that the relationship this, it proposes investments in resulis and the ranking.” it states.
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Nobel for microRNA underscores
the primacy of RNA in biology

When Victor Ambros and Gary Ruvieun won the Nobel Prize last week, 581 clinical rals involving miRNA had been registered in the US, alone, OF
these, 215 had been completed and 20 had been terminated over safety concerns, showing the importance of its role in finding cures

chers n.lml:nl ctor Ambros

aml Gary Ruvkun independent I}l

published backto-back papers in
the December 3 e of the journal Cell,
In their papers, they described how the
roundworm Caemorhabditis elegans uses o
small ENA molecule to control the
production of & protein.

While the work was certainly novel, it
dig nest receive much attention at the time
becawse other scientists thought the
phenomenon was unique to worms and
of o pr relevance to
understanding its role in other life-forms,
including humans.

It was not until seven years later that
Ruvlun found a similar mechanism
existed in nearly all of the animal
kingdom, The paper created waves in the
sckentific community since it represented
awhaole new paradigm in molecular
hml::j:y. with potentially Bar-reaching
ions on human health and

week, Ambros and Ruvkun were
awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine for their discovery of microRNA
and thee latter’s role in gene regulation, a
process universal to all cells,

n, where, why

ery cell in an organism contains a copy
of its I:NA thee bluepring for how to build
it organism, The building
and maintenanc i re achieved
by rvu)lu_ulﬂut_ il pristein; thie DNA
ions on how cells can
make these |mﬂmm

Pvur)' protein has a specific function.
For instance, haemoglobin is responsible
ing oxygen from the air we
o the cells in the body, Each set
ructions (o make a given protein
from the erganism's otal DNA is called o
BEnE,

The DNA of humans has between
19,000 and 20,000 genes, While all cells
in the body o n all these genes, and
thus the information on how to make all
the proteins, no cell makes all 20,000
proteins, Gene expression - the process
of reading the information in a gene o
ke a protein - is specific to cell types.
A given cell will only make those proteins
it needs for its function. Thus the red
blond cells make haemoglobin but not the
cells that make up the stomach.

When a cell wants to make a protein, it
first makes a transient copy of the gene
called the m nger RNA (mRNA), The
information in the mRNA is then used to
ke the protein, This process of making
an mENA copy of the information in the
gene is called transcription. A gene is
transcribed to mENA tomake a protein
only in those cells where that protein is
required,

Omee the mRNA is made, the cell will
comtinue o make proteing until it is
stopped, The protein production process
must be stopped when enough proteing
have been made because if it isn't
contridbed, excess protein, apart from
being a waste of resources, can be
harmiul to the cell.

For a long time, this halting of protein
production, called post-transcriptional
gene regulation, was thought o ocour
when the mRNA degrades - either on its
own (due to its low stability) or aided by
special enzymes that the cell makes,

Every cell inanorganism containg a copy of its DNA, the bluepring for how to build and malntain that crganism. The bullding and mainbenance acthitks ane
achieved by molecules called proteins. GETTY MAGESISTOCKPHITD

Ambros and Ruvkun essentially
identified a new way in which cells
regulate protein production, They
discovered the existence of tiny RNA
molecules called microRNA (miRNA) that
bind to mRNAS and prevent protein
synthesis,

A vital cellular process
Chemically, miRNA is made of the same
material that makes up mRNA. The
difference lies in their sizes: RNA is
compased of a combination of four
chemical bases arranged o
sugarphospha her like &
Jong bead of strings made of four
eolowred beads arranged at random,
Their length is therefore measured in how
muny beads, or bases, they comtain, Thus,
mBNAs range from hundreds to lakhs of
buses, while the svernge miRNA is just 22
buses long.

The compaosition of these 22 bases — or
the arder of arrangement of the beads on
the string r.ll:ptnrlﬂm which mHl‘\
Eiven mikMA is going to t
the sequence of base;
compleEmentary to i s :
the wrget mRENA, making it specific to
that mENA, Once the miRNA binds 1o its
target, the target mRNA is either marked
for destruction or is unable to serve as a
template to produce protein, thus
switching protein production off. This
waty, if needed, miRNAs can inhibit the
symthesis of a given protein even before it
begins, Since Ruvkun's report of the first
human miRNA in 2000, researchers have
discovered thousands of new miRNA
playing roles in regulating almost 60% of
all human genes.

Switching off protein production at the

They discovered the existence of

iny RNA molecules, calle

microRNA that bind o mENAS
an reven! eln synthesls

right time is a vital cellular process.
Therefore, it was no surprise when
researchers found miRNAS to play pivotal
roles in animal development, the
differentiation of cells into their correct
types, cell division, cell death, and
importantly TESPONSE 10 Stres and
disease, especially in various cancers.

The high specificity of miRNAs made
them idenl candidates for targeted
therapies for conditions like cancer,
which involve abnormal protein
production, But despite their potential,
the story of the research on the clinical
utility of mikMAs does not have a very
happy beginning,

RNA is important

Thee rapid academic progress on mikRNAs
prompted mtists to test the
therapewutic potential of miRNAS. E
experiments in mice gave encou
results, where researchers were 3
inhibit the formation of lung tumours
using miRNAs.

The first clinical trial of a human
miRMA, called miRNA-34a, soon followed
in 2003, But the technobogy o deliver the
mRNA to the target cells was not as well
developed then as it is now; as a e
scientists had w administer ext rmm:ly

high doses of the malecule o ensure a
amall amount woukd reach the targe

triggering an immune respons
four patients died, the invest
immediately stopped the

Scientists laver made
advances in packaging and delivering
mikNA, allowing othe rest multiple
other miRNA it various diseases
inchading heg 5 iple cancers,
and cardiovascular dise.

When Ambros and Ruvkun won the
Nobel Prize last week, 581 clini 1
imvolving miRNAs had been registered in
the LS, O0f these, 215 had been completed
and 200 had been erminated over safety
CONCErNS,

Since other alternatives are available
for most of these conditions, miRN,
time in medicine has yer to come.
Hopefully the Nobel Prize will change this
f 'lnl 's fortunes: despite the challenges it
E i y, MIRNAS relevance o
nd medicine is
i, This is why Ambros and
Ruvkun were awarded the Nobel Prize
despite the 'l'|]'||‘.'I'I.LL' of therapeutic

Prize being awarded for RNA resea
mRNA vaecines won in 2023; RNA
interference in 2006; RNA'S role as
enzymes in 1989; the discovery of mRNA
in 1965, Indeed, scientists are slowly
understanding that RMA, not DNA, is at
the core of the delicate balance cells must
maintain,

(Arun Panchapakesan is an assistant

professor ar the Y.R, Gaithonde Centre
Jor AIDS Research and Education, Chenmai.
arun.panchapakesang@gmail com)

| SCIENCE QUIZ

Remembering a star that was briefly the brightest...

Vasudevan Mukunth This. sta e farnaus in 1604 Caopemmican theory that the Sun, not
when it went supermova, produ the earth, was at the centre of the
L light of swch intensity that it res universe,
the mast recent Milky Way Answers to October 15 quiz:

ltl.lllnnl 1

LES 1727 1 4
G045

knawn simply as X's star, after
German astronamer who deserlbed
15 appearance in a 1606 book
Harme X

ke

QUESTION 2

The book (fram Q1) had the
eatended titke On the New S

pentaniug in Latin, Its common

s » from the
Gaeek. Fill in the blank.
h
QUESTION 3
(4]
K

sipernava confimmed to have been
visible to the naked eye. But in its

:, It was Uhe second such star i
Name the first

32 years.

QUESTION 4
pe of sispernova (fram Q3]
explasion did the star underga? Hint
Astrapomens routingly use such

wae as *standard candles”

y emit & flaed amaount of
theis peak and thu

liggh
T far away they are,

QUESTION §
Harme the German astrologer with
whom ¥ (fram Q1) had debated the

#4 and calses o
nava event, Including

e

1, Marnes of connections between
neurans and nides - Ang: Synapses
and welghts

2, Madel that shot to fame during the
J00%-2008 Meafllx Prize - Ans:
Restricted Boltzmann machine

3, Generle name for states to which
Hoplield petwark madels tend - Ans:
Attractors

4, Paradox relating protein structure o
camputation time - Ans: Levinthal's
paradax

5, Object of MphaFold's study when
analysing aming acld sequence - Ans:
Multiple sequence allgnment
Wiswal: Alan Turing

First contact; Dalbeer Pharswan | KN,
Vigwanathan | Anmeol Agrawal

~
Visual: Identify the astronomer in Uhis plcture and specily the question number with
whode answer he |5 connected, CREDIT: PUBLIC DOMAIN
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The Jlangren Wnderground Neutring
Observatory (JUND] ir Kalping, Guangdeng
prowvince, China, REUTERS

Chinese lab
that seeks to
crack physics
mystery nears
completion

A glant sphere 7T00m underground with
thousands of ight-detecting tubes will be
seabed inoa 12-storey cylindrical pool of
witer in the coming months for an
experiment that will shine new light an
elusive subatomic particles known as
neutring.,

After vears of construction, the
F300-million Jiangmen Underground
Neutrino Observatory (JUNO) in China's
southern Guangdong province will soon
start gathering data on neutrinos, a
product of nuclear reactions, o help
solve one of the biggest mysteries in
particke physics.

Every second, trillions of extremely
smmull neutrinos pass through matter,
including the human body, Mid-flight, a
m_mrmn of which there are three known
could transform into other
types. Determining which types are the
lightest and the heaviess would offer clues
o subatomic proo during the early
days of the universe and o explaining
why matter is the way it is,

Tos thae end, Chinese physicists and
eollaborating scientists from all over the
world will analyse the data on neutrinos
emitted by two nearby Guangdong
nuclear power plants for up to six years,

JUNC will also be able to observe
neutrings from the Sun, g
real-time view of solar processes. [t could

Sclentists are mulling relayin
lcm SLANCE eSS

near Ilum-sq_g;;d

also study neutrinos given off by the
radivactive decay of uranium and
thorium in the earth o better understand
mantle comvection driving tectonic plates,
D to go operational in the latter half
of 2025, JUNO will putpace the far larger
Deep Underground Neutrino Experiment
(DUNE) under construction in the L
Institutions collaborating on JUNO
from locations including France
Germany, ltaly, Russia, the 1.
selFgoverned Taiwan, which China
as part of its territo
MNewtring ohse; re also being
conatructed in other places, "The one in
the US. will be six s behind us, And
the anes in France and Japan... will be
two or three years later than us. So we
believe we can get the result of mass
hierarchy (of neutrinos) abead of
everyhody,” Wang Yifang, chief scientist
and project man; u.:c.rnrjl MO, said,
5o far, real-life neutrino appl
rermain i distant pros Samie s
have mulled the pos vy of relaying

solid matter such as
the earth at near light-speed.

Researchers are keeping their distance
from politics to focus on the science,
although they remain at the mercy of
povernments providing the funding,

They of neutrinos from the two
power stations will be Inmd hleJI\ ['ls
HO0-tonme spherical
immediately transmit
electronically, The dats
sl ved 1o Russia, France
and Italy, where it can be acoessed by all
of the collaborating institutions, said Cao

Jun, JURDYs deputy manager,

For data on the more crucial aspects of
the experiment, at least two independent
teams will conduct analyses, with their
results cro

checked. “When these two
Comsis L W Can

For feedback and suggestions
fa “Selence’, pleass wiite 1o
schence @thehindu.co.n with the
subject 'Daily pags'
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Multiple battles
in Maharashtra

Coalitions of convenience seek electoral
redemption in a complex polity

th the Election Commission of India
(ECT) scheduling assembly ebections on
November 20, political parties in
Mnl'mrashtra hﬂwn relatively small
window to finalise ls, decide candidates, and
un Campaigns, ﬂleslateh.nsbeenh‘lpull mode
since the time of the general elections in May-June.
Leaders have been travelling extensively while the
Eknath Shinde government has been lange-hearted with
welfare schemes and freebies, among them toll-free
travel on the Mumbai highway, The maths of the pre-
poll sops will complicate the state's fiscal sitiation, but
that's the least of worres for the r
and the Opposition —in a polity still in chum,

On the face of it, state politics is polarised along
two seemingly stable coalitions, which, ironically,
are alliances of convenlence. The two alllances and
their constituent parties that contested the 2019
assembly elections saw major realignments and
splits as a dispute raged over who got to be the chief
minister (CM) after the results. The BIF and Shiv
Sena, allies that bonded over Hindutva in the 1990s,
had an aerimonious break-up, with the latter ending
up in the Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCF)
camp. Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray's stint as CM
of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), a coalition that
included the Congress and the NCP, was short-lived
as his party split, with a section under Shinde
returning to the BIP-led National Democratic
Alliance’s local variant, the Mahayuti. Sharad
Pawar’s NCP too split and a faction under Ajit Pawar
Joimed the Mahayuti, Parallel to this realignment of
parties/factions, there has been a churn in caste
relations with the Marathas mobilising for Other
Backward Classes (OBC) status. The beneficiary of
this churn in the parliamentary polls was the MVA,
which won 30 of the 48 Lok Sabha seats in the state.

The MVA may be eyeing a repent. But the Haryana
results have energised the BIP and the Mahayutl.

The good monsoon may limitanti-incumbency in
Vidarbha and Marathwada, A counter-mobilisation

of OBCs is expected in renction to the Maratha
mobilisation under Manoj Jarange-Patil. On another
plane, this election is an existential battle for survival for
the two Senas and its leaders. For Sharad Pawar, a
pivotal figure in Maharashtra politics, this election is
about pride, respect, and legacy. A win in Maharash

In Nicobar, missing
trees for the forest

The mega-infrastructure
project in the Island calls
for serutiny considering
its impact on the
environment

n the Andaman and Nicobar
Tslands is a quasi-government

s km of forest kand.
Two years later. ANIIDOD gat twa
erucial el the ministry

I this is Indeed true, as the availa-
htcdnln suggests rather clearly. sev-

of environment. forests, and climate
change (MoEFCC) for the project.
First, In October 2022, the ministry's
Forest Advisory Commitiee (FAC)
allowed for what s perhaps the larg
est single diversion of forest land in
recent thimes. 1t slan«l away 130 sq
km (larger (Pmn umhnl: Sanjay

up immiecliately.
wlnl infarmation dld the project
proponent provide to the minlsiry
when it sought permissdon for the
project and the diversion of forest
land? How could it not know the
number ol trees W be cut when 1L
sought Lo lmvest 372,000 crore In |hL

[Due 1o the megn-infrastructure , we standd o bose it least three
milion tremeare ke

Island? Was the number und

agency called the

and Neobar Islamd:

Development  Corporation

(ANIIDCO). Established in 1088
e the Compasibes Act "bo develaj
and commercinlly exploit natural
resources for the balanced and envi-
ronment-friendly development of the
territory.” its main activities include
trading petroleum products, India-
miade [oreign liquor, and milk, man-
aging tourism resons, and infra-
structure development for tourism
and fisheries. Its average annual
turnover and profit over the last
three nmmulmrs has been 3370
croveand 235 cro

thuwa:mjmmmimlmmlu

varied from about 8.5 lakh in the

project documents to 964 lakh in a
mace by th

In August M?U this little- hwwn

I Parl lame nt. Most were so shocked

entity sawa
cnwlle]mul’wﬂl’ul]u upltll,r uml
business Interests that the biggest
corporations might only dream
aboutl. Virtually overnight, it was
given charge of implementing a
RL000-crore megn-infrastrocture
praject in Great Micobar Island that
involves the construction of a mas-
sive trans-shipment port, a power
plant, mn airport, and a township,
and a tourlsm project spread over 130

by ol trees that had to be
sucrifleed in an ern of scceleroting
climate erisis that questions about
their authenticity never came up.
As it emerges now, and as has
been reported in the Hindustam
Times, the shockingly high one mil
lion number s itself o gross undoeres-
timate by at least a factor of three,

Al ofthe  mated . or did they not
egrated (L u:id Dol tropical  know better?

lorests unynhl‘rl‘ Then, One coukd perhaps excuse

about a month later, the an entity whose main busi-

Expert Appraisal Cormitioe niess experience has been in

(EAC) granted the crucial selling milk, aleohol, and
environmental cdlearance, petrolewm, but what about

clearing the path For the the schentific and en viron-

project to move abesd. Pankaj mental bodies within the

Many serious concerns o MdFCCINIF’MilNMIQI‘

were raisec. including the and forest

fact that nearty one million = clmranm" Should they not

trees would be cut for just b considered vitated and

therelore i mvalid

Why did the EAC and the FAC,
with ol the resources and powerat
their disposal, not ask the right ques-
tlons? Or is It that they are more
Imterested in facilitating these pro-

Jects rather than pleaying the role the

law and the Constitution have man-
dated for them? An insightiul
glimpase of the EAC's position. sclan-
tific capability and skill with lan-
guoge (s visible in the conditions [t
set while granting environmental
eleamnce fo the project

Wie stiunc 10 lose at least th
trees at a minimum; most likely
miusch more,

"Wo trees will Iieml inane go,

mer ind depending on the progress of
ithe work on on annual basls. () All
trees which are exceptionally tall and
ol i age shisll be safegiardec, as far
s posaible.”
What, ifane may ask, s on “excep-
&

the sky.

Let's asslgn just fve minutes per
tree, and the total time required fora
mmillion trees wolild be aver 83,000
hours. This is about six calendar
years even if 10 of our best bird-

tonally tall tree” and hor
decide the right age for a tree o be
considered old? To begin with, how
o you estimate the age of the tree?
And what does it mean to safeguard
them “as far as possible™

The second example is an even
Ibetter one: *Tneos with nesting hobes
delldem!rwlsm m-meuul’mland
geo ed with the help from
hAC (Salim All Centre for Omi-
itk and Nature). Such trees shall
Ibe safeguarded, as far as possible.”

Ask any blrdwateher, and they'll
well vou how diMicult it s o see an
ol {any owl), considering the bird's
Ibeharviour and nocturnal habits. Now
compound that with the chance of
finding a nesting hole in a forest of
three million {sorry, ane million])
trees, Now compound that with the
ffmct that trees in the Nicobar rainfor-

These will be done ina p

100 feet Into

spent eight
howrs a day For six months a year
(monsoons will consume the other
six} doing nothing but surveying
these forests.

Now read this clearance condition
agnin and see what sense you can
male of it. This is when ANIDCO
has already invited contractors o
enumerate, cut. and ransport these

Erees.

And let's also hope our bird-
watcher [riemds from SACON are not
still dangling 100 feet from the
ground looking for nesting holes
when the axe meets these trees that
should have been safeguarded. But
onlyas far as possible,

Permkaj Sekiiria s anatiared eiraind
Pl boaiks an the ABN Esiands, the latest
belng The Great Miabar Betnayal,
The views expressnd are personal

Intangible culture as

<

SHEHBAZ SHARIF

part of living heritage

ctober 17 marks the lrst-cver lnter-
national Day of the Intongible Cul-

Represeriative Listof the Intangible Cultural
Herftage of Humanity. India has IS dements

g0

mllhc mnqhs

of UNESCO in November 2021 Octaber 17,
2003, was the day the General Conference of
UNESCO adopted the text of the Convention
fior the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

50, wh TRp—

of Ladakh to I(.liboll.n mf Rajasthan, \‘ugu.
Drarga prisgar from Kolkat, and mone. The labest
Inclusion In UNESCO's representative list was
Garba from Gujarnt.

The journey toachicve ICH status is a ool

»
3 b is Intang
tage? The answer 10 that question §s both
comphex and simple at the same time. It is
complex because the scope and nature of
what has become labclled as intangible cul-
tural heritage, otherwise known as living heri-
tage, s as vastand s the myriad cul-
twral forms and expressions we human
. Simple bocause the con-

will boost the Congress's claim that the party is on the
mend. But if the BJP wins, it can assure itself, and
everyone else, that the June dip in seats was just a blip.

UP’s ordinances will
entrench prejudice

he Uttar Pradesh government’s move to bring two
Tnm ordinances, with punitive prescriptions for

“spitting on food” and “contaminating food with
human waste”, is an instance of policy’s wilful
capitulation to social media/messaging services”
amplification of blatantly cormmunal posts. Mainlining
the outrage against such rumoured incidents feedsinto
the narrative that these alleged acts are common and
carried out by a particular community to target another
and specific legal p to curb.

This is not to say that such complaints don't deserve

the attention of law-keepers. Investigate by all means if
they are credible and under existing penal provisions,
such as extant food adulteration laws which are poorly
implemented. But magnifying the allegations with
specific legislation and political dog-whistles around
these will only feed communal polarisation, more of
which the state certainly doesn't need. The provision of
10-year jail terms for such acts, as well as for failing to
display food outlet employee/proprietor details, adds
another dimension — facilitating targeted harassment
and rent-seeking by administrative personnel. Given
that death due to food adulmﬁun curriesu three-year

wemtion came sbout o filla goring lecuna in
what was consicercd Intermationally ws con-
stituting cul tural herfeage. It came o move
the concept beyond olgects, sites, and maru-
ments bo include Hving traditions or expres-
sboms inherited from ouur ancestors
and passed on to our descendonts.

As the convention was being
negotinted, it became evident that
this broadening of the concept of
cultural heritage needed o be

k and multi-layered process that
begins at the community beved, Commun ities
first identify a cultural practice or radition
they wish o safeguard and approach their
respoctive State authorites. The State then
:cmglﬁnnd subrmits a formal application to
N Ifaf the cnmmunlny.Al'le
these the fles

d heritage

. Thils cvulusation culmdnates in recom-
merdathons thal are presented o an inbergoy-
ernmental commitiee of 24 member Stes,
which decides on which dements will be rec-
ognlsed as UNESCO ICH, This years-long
process underpins the convention's

I affirm Pakistan's commitment to
regional peace, stability, ¢
tainable soci

connectivity and ¢
economic development

While adkdressing member States of the
Shang hai Cooperation Organisation

Ways to design India’s
AI safety architecture

h¢ Uniteed States, Undted King:

i and Japan, Indin plans to
hlshmlhltlﬂ.dll Inielligence (Al)
Safety Institute by the end of l|l‘ year,

primary pur

g heritage for future genemtions.
The 2003 convention abio high-

lights the importance of “transmis-

shon, particularky through formal and

fing and ensuring the safety of the most
nhvarioed AT mexdes, populardy keown s fron-
tier modkeds, and prepare lor the prospea of
mew Al agents with General Inteligenoe capa-

i particulaiy i

users interuct with these models.
Second, o India is in the carly stages of
Tuifdirg its hlslwg,r models, [t his o unigue

ir;g el providers. m»;-a-r from Google,
Facebook or other Big Tech companies, these
e bt by ghe non-consensual use of pereonal

accompanied by a shift in T non-formal education” &s central tn Ihilities. Does Endin need an Al insitute st and copyighted duta. Man?'n(lhr dlatn sets
approaches, methods, and philoso- im sif rding living heritage, To all, and if =0, how Il\wldltbc lexd? i in ilkegal
plses. Afterall thisform of heritage ~ CUtiS  implement this, UNESCO has Inclia | ‘ tothe global  content, such inmagrs of young
isentrenched in people’s lives, their  ———— launched a global programme an conversatbon on Al safety. While the Westis  children. Is there a way 10 build these models
daily routines. and ks safeguanded Safeguarding Intangible Cultural delntllwhepuenﬂll harms of fronter mod-— without these data hams? What kind of Beens-
ensuring its continued transmission across  Heritage in Formal and Non-| al Educa- are already eritical | ingars required to ensure fair
gemerations. Ensuring this inter-gencrational — ton, wﬁcxhprunmwmw:uhlngumlksm sectors in India, For cxam) several pllotsare use? Thises the challemge ndia has an oppart-
continuity requires a diffe n-n: ac: of skills, hg:ﬂhlulwém hcﬂuq;r mmmullph dis- underway to help frondine ¢ health nlty o address — the safety institute
expentise. and approach, than ciplines, WOTKETS #C0esS could hedp establish global standarnds
of architectural or arﬁu!ulnpcul bulldings  into edueational svstemia. This initlative not md -mppnn I.ucbcn uﬂd uldenls for data collection, euration, and doc-
and sites. anly the cruclal role ed wmenation

And so the 20003 comvention broke with its
“parent” comvention, the 572 Convention for
the Protection of the Workd's Cultural and

plays in safeganrding ICH. but also, critically,
that incorporating imangible herftage (nto
:urﬂcull ako nmumummnuvmmnl

Natural Heritage, al
“outstanding universal value®, which ls con-
trad to the designation of the workl heritage
sites, This was because nlﬁgnrtlﬂ understood
that it was neither scientifically feasible nor
socially desirable 1o compare and contrast
o corminunity's expression as having “out-
standing universal value®™ In relatlon to
anether.

It was agreed. therefore, that the assess.
ment of the value of a particular expression
waonlkd have 1o be by the custodian commm-
ity the practitioners themselves, mther than
by any outside expertise. Furthermore, in
arder 10 keep these raditions “alive™ across
gemerations, and not freese them as folkoric
performances harking toa nostalgic past, liv-
ing herimge needed to be understood as
dynamic, rather than static. The definition of
ICH, therefore, recognised lhmJCHB (S

1jg both the jual-
lyﬁlwmng i Uhie lppll.\!lmbﬂ of euiltuiril
diversity.

Asm- mowe forward, the goal must extend
beyond mere safeguarding and transmission,
We need to explore how this generationally
accumulated knowledge can be used to
address the challenges we face today. The
insights derived from local knowledge sys-
uch as sustainable environmental
practices, community lving, and fostering
soclal cohesion — cuu url'er mwruabl %I

dance for today's globa

nnbguicly w.nulonulmhutmalghu
on the real-world [mpacts of these
mdids,

Thiird, the institute should build
critical Al Hteracy nmong key stake

Urvashi  bolders, Wiilecersain sections of gov

Herwerver, India’s Aluality instituie I’ll'l!ji ernament ane well-versed, for many
meed not bEndly follow the same others, Alis still a new technology,
mandate as other countries, For and their understanding of opportu-
 the UK Al Safety Instituee's nithes and risks |s limited, Similarly,

e focus s testing and rvnlullllng fromtier  end-users need to be educated on the limitae

ol are not g‘mx"i'l -1 you i loday may
have completely dlﬁm'nl results Justa fow

tions and risks of these technologies so that
they can exercise caution and avoid overveli-
ance. Without these capacities. other measures

months later.
tion isthat it should be reproducible, but as
s modiels evalve, & such replicability ceen

[possi ble?
Moreower, the ereria agalnst which we
it

0 ensure will not realise
their Tlunl.sc

Finally, we must recogrise that the discus-
shon on Al safety and advanced capbilities dis-
tracts from snme nl Al systems’ eurrent wses

work has redefined Ilrimm: s
resouroe, nol confined o monuments nnd

ithe end goals for assessment® Goals such as

spemk, and mau.r—nﬂmlnglm dhusluut
human ex|

.Anw.hluuol’hlmliy and social cohesion,
these traditions need (o be valued and safe-

Al priods d ml]musu
predicc

are wld.d_v used In wurl'm law and order,

rargg ke nor
e power todocide whether something !nuﬁ.
i a mmorally pluralistic wordd? We should be

other arcas of |mbl|r.']|l\-_ Thefocus on frontier
mixdeds must not shift attentbon from the gov
ernance of these modcs, which are already

jail term as per existing provisions, the ordi not

only provide for punishment disproportionate to the

offence but also raise questions of legislative wisdom.
Legitimising unfounded claims in viral social media

stantly nd groups
In respanse to their environment, their inter-
action with nature and their history.

Sinee the. urhllm ol this Dhtscm.mmﬂd

wry of creating new gatckeopors without o
wide

ll thelr diversity. The
of ICH reflocts  broudler mmnnndlrl;nfwl'

nrwo(wdnl Idmrlﬂ.c contexts and are

o an erasbon of rights, a loss of
and new bormes of maopk

e s an

hiate the ngmﬁmm of nulcgu.unllng these

n 2003, over T30
Bata haerted fits ists, of which there are

posts won't serve the state’s Institutionalisi
prejudice will create admintstrative challenges — by
diverting capacity from pressing issues such as job
creation, health, education, and infrastructure — even
as comimiinal wedges divide sockety further, with
concomitant effects on harmony and law and order,
The state, which isaspiring to re-emerge as an
industrial and agriculture powerhouse, would do well
o junk this plan.

throe, and of which the most popaikated is the

\ 5
ECULTURAL

N
III RITAGE? TIHE ANSWER
TOTHATQUESTION IS
BOTH COMPLEX AND

SIMPLE AT THE SAME TIME

living trad let us recognise that this
effort goes beyond preservation — [t s a cele-
bration of our shared bumanity. Today serves
asa reminder for all of us to cherish, sustain,
and actively engage with the living heritage
that shapes our collective future,

stardirds

“Thais i not o oy Uhat model evaluation and
wstablishing standards for safety are not
mequired, Instead, we must unenn.s nwrr

and surveillance. This must be n core

of Indin's new safety institule,
The emerging discourse around Al safety
shifis the sodal goals that should steer Alinne-
vatian, leading io s de-priositisation of aligning

1h1ll| aclearview of its

l»dlash]ml'cu' instinte could focus on four
v years. First, it shoulkd mon-

rrm Cuartis it directaor of the UNESCO Soath
it Pl U,mlrdlnmrmm SOCTENTY I
the uulc- 0,

i the Irangibde Cuftural Hu'hm.l"w 2006 uneil
023, UNESCO bs part of the Univedd Natiors fearn
e i i Wl Th vhews e e jrrsoiial

l'ln’rll\r deployment impact. Given how
widely these models are 1o be used,
across diverse use cases and sociil contexts,

Al with human rights and
scoountability. Salety is cssential, bt itis nota

enough standard to judge Al and the com-
panies bullding it. Restoring a rights and

o
isannltulmb' important for countries Uk
i

evidence aboun socletal impacts, llwlhdlm
I Such

Urvashi Ancgis irector, Digital Fatures Lab.
The views expresicd are persomil
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Trudeau’s troubles & Canadian Sikh vote

Escalation could be struggling o Four suspects, five adjournments
PM’s last throw of political dice '

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 16

INDIA HAS rejected Canadian accusa-
tions of involvement in the killing of
Khalistani separatist Hardeep Singh
Nifjar, and said they are part of “the po-
litical agenda of the [Justin] Trudeau
Government that is centered around
wobe hank politics”.

*Prime Minister Trudeau's hostility
to [ndia has long been in evidence”, the
Ministry of External Affairs zaid on
Monday. The allegation that senior
Indian diplomats, including High
Commissioner Sanjay Verma, were in-
wolvedin Nl]ja:’s killing " serves the anti-

Th|: |nmal report of the commission

yrars. “ll.nwskl said, This has hap-
ned d

ified China as"the

musr persistent and sophisticated for-

eign interference threat to Canada®, but

also named India among “possible for-
rign interference actors”,

In:han officials, including Canada-

back by Sikhs

wwhmthrparry.

“In 2014, a large group of Sikhs
walked out of the Liberal Party after it
picked Harjit Singh Sajjan, backed by the
pro-Khalistan Workd Sikh Organisation,

ina of activ-
ities that seek to influence Canadian
communities and politicians. These ac-
tivities...aim to align Canada's position
with [ndia's imterests on key issues, par-
ticularky with respect to how the Indian
perceives Canada-based

suppmtrrs of an independent Sikh
homeland (Khalistan),” the report stated.
The report cited Canadian intelli-
gence to state that “Indian progy agents

Indi. that the Trudeau
Government has constantly pandered to
for narrow political gains", it said.
Khalistani separatism on Canacian soil
haslong been Trudeaw's blind spot. More
than a year after he first alleged Indian
government links o the Mijjar murder,
what explains thisweek's escalation?

Trudeau is on the brink

By all accounts, Trudeau’s days as
prime minister are numbered. Bections
are due in a year from now, and his
party is trailing the opposition
Conservatives by nearly 20 percentage
points in the CBC News poll tracker.
According to most experts, there is vir-
tually no chance that his Liberal Party
will win a third straight term.

In fact, Trudeau might not even
makee it until then. After defeats in by-
elections in Toronto and Montreal, and
amidst the abysmal polling numbers,
Liberal MPs are building pressure on
him to step down, the Toronto Star re-
ported earlier this week.

At least 20 MPs have signed a docu-
ment calling for Trudeau to resign, CBC
News reported. Liberal MP Sean Casey
told the broadcaster on Tuesday: “The
message that Fve been getting loud and
clear — and more and more strongly as

time goes by — is that it is time for
[Trudeau] to go. And 1 agree.”
After  Jagmeet  Singh's  New

Democratic Party last month pulled out
of a deal to support the government in
return for more social spending, the
Liberals were left with only 154 of the
338 seats in the House of Commons, well
short of majority. Trudeaw will next face
a confidence vote late in November o
December, when the House

may have dem-
ocratic processes, reportedly including
through the clandestine provision of il-
licit financial support to wvarious
Canadian politicians as a means of at-
tempting to secure the election of pro-
India candidates or gaining influence

over d hly secular
Barj Dhahan for the Vancouver South
seat. But this ended up working for the
Libwerals, with Sagjan winning in 2015 and
becoming Trudeau's Minister of
Defence,” Milewski said.

But it’s unlikely to work

TheTrudeau government's latest ac-
tions could be seenin this context, espe-
cially given that his party's near-term
survival rests in the hands of Jagmeet
Singh, whom the MEA has described as
a“leader [who | openly espouses a sepa-
ratist ideology vis-i-vis India™

Butit is hard toimagine how thiscan
save the sinking Liberal ship. The party's
aby=mal polling is due to a host of issues,

since May:

MANRAJ GREWAL SHARMA
CHANDGARH, OCTOBER 16

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS against the four
menarrested for the June 18, 2023 mur-
der of Khalistani separatist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar on the premises of a gund-
wara in Surrey, British Columbia [B.C.),
have made no substantive progress.

The case has been adjourned five
timies since May this year, when the ac-
cused werearrested. [t is now scheduled
to be taken up on November 21.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trud sther offici repeat
edly daimed to have provided credible
and irrefutable evidence of links be-
tween Mijjar's killers and the Indian gov-
ernment. India has said that not "a shred
of evidence™ has been provided by
Canada over the past year, since Trudeau
first alleged an Indian hand in the mur-
der in September 2023,

All four accused, who

where the case stands

.l.'""'. i

The gurdwara in Surrey, B.C in
whaose premises Nifjar was shot
diead last year. a2

None of the men were known to po-
lice previously, Superintendent
Mandeep Mooker, Officer in Chargl: of

Homicide

played roles as shooters, drivers, and
spatters on the day Nigjar was killed, re-
main in a police holding facility. This is
what has happened since their arrests.
ON MAY 3, 2024, Karan Brar (22),

over candidates who take office”. including inflation and rising rents, con-
. . cerns about immigration, as well as

The vote bank incentive Trudeau's swn unpopularity.

According to Statistics Canada, the In an interview with Global News in
country'sofficial statistics agency, Sikhs  September, Darrel Bricker, CEDof polling, — (Froi top)
weere roughly 21X of the country’s pop- - research, and analysis company Ipsos A di
ulation in 2021, up from 0.9%in 2001 Public Affairs, said that it was not just the Singh, Karan
However, more than half of this popula- message that is unapp:al- T,
tion is concentrated in and around  ing himself. I
Toronto in the province of Ontario, and Only 26% Canadians chose Trudeau  Singh,
Vancouver in British Columbia. Thishas  as their preferred PM candidate in an Karanpreet
meant that even though only about 1in - [psos poll last month, much lessthanthe  Singh, mimvia
S0Canadians asawhobe are Sikh,mem-  46% support for his Conservative coun- m
bersofthec i important  terpart Pierre Poilievre.
votebank in these areas.

"I'hcn:a:c ﬁu: Drslxndmgs L"]L‘ElDﬁl

where there is a Iargc concentration of
Sikhs, and where they can influence elec-
thon putcomes,” veteran Canadian jour-
nalist Terry Milewski had told The Indizn
Express last year.

Canadian political parties often rely on-
suppart from “power brokers™ within the
community togamer votes. Many of these
= ity leaders have far
the separatist cause — even though the
wvast majority of the Canadian Silch popu-
lation does not care for Khalistan.

“In British Columbia and Ontario,
where the vanguards of the Khalistan
movement are most active, Khalistanis
have control over many gurdwaras,
which then become centres of organisa-
tion for the movernent,” Milewski said.

the so-called *budget update”.

An inquiry is ongoing
Trudeau's criticsin the Canadian me-
dia have said thisweek's escalation may
be intended to deflect from the goven-
ment’s sinking fortunes, and to appear
strong on national security — the prover-
bial Achilles' heel for the Liberal Party
tumn:a]ly .i\frd.crallnqulryls l:urrmtly
ongoing
inCanada's palitical process. Trudeau ap-
peared before the inguiry o

W ity leaders here are highly
imfluential even among; those who are not
directly imvolved in the Khalistan move-
ment. This has led to Canadian parties
supporting Khalistani leaders, and not

for a second time on Wednesday
[evening India time).

preet Singh (22), and
Singh(28), were armested in Edmonton,
the capital of the Canadian province of
Alberta.

All three men were charged with
first-degree murder and conspiracy to
commit murderinthe Mijjar case. Police
said they had travelled from Edmonton
to Surrey to carry out the killing.

Jagmeet Singh (left) has pulled

of Justin Trudeau | centre . Reurers

SEPARATIST HARDEEP SINGH NIJJAR'S KILLING AND AFTER

JUNE 18, 2023: Hardeep

SEPT 19-22: India expels

Mumbai, and

Team ([HIT), told reporters at mr BC
headquarters of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (ROMF) in Surney.

Later that day, RCMP Assistant
Commissioner David Teboul said the
probe included “investigating connec-
tions to the Government of India®, and
wvas “certainly not imited to the imolve-
mentof the people arrested today”.

According to the RCME, all three men
had arrived in Canada on non-perma-
nent visas over the past three to five
years, and were residents of Edmonton.

Karan, who hails from Kotkapura in
Punjab, arrived in Canada on a student
wvisa in 2019, when he was still in his
teens. Canadian media reported that
Bow Valley College in Calgary had said
that one Karan Brar had enrolled in
2020 for an eight-month course for a
health care clerk, but could not say
whether he even attended classes or
completed the programme.

Kamalpreet too, arrived in Edmonton
in 2019, where his sister ives. Karanprect
wvas his friend, and shared a home with
him. Karan met the two at the wedding
of Kamalpreet's sister in 2023.

FOUR DAYS LATER, on May 7. the
three men, wearing orange jumpsuits,
appeared before B.C. Provincial Court
Judge Delaram Jahani. The Provincial
Court is the first level of trial court in
B.C. below the Supreme Court and the
highest court in the provinee, the Court
of Appeal.

Karan and Karanpreet agreed
through their lawyers tomaloe a next ap-
pearanceon May 21. Kamalpreet sought

objecting to their anti-India thetoric. "It Singh Nijjar, 45, who was senior Canadian diplomat, ‘
is not easy to look out at a throng of E a terrorist by the wvisas | OCT 13,2024 Canada says
100,000 an Vaisakhi Dy, knowing they NIAin2022,shotdeadinthe | for G :r.mu-
might vote for you if you keep your parking lot ain | toreducec " interest”in
mouth shut, and then to open it instead Surrey, Canada. presence in India. Nm-"mmaatm
amd risk losing the votes,” Milewski wrote g o "
im his book Blood for Blood: Fifty Years of SEPT 18: Trudeau tells (OCT 20: Canada withdraws U'.Tlf_l. Ill!ﬂuptlsmx
mgcmm”(mmﬁwm[zuzl]_ Canada’s parliament "agents | 41 diplomats from India, Canadian diplomats,

“The Lib Trudeaw in par- of the Indian government™ hihmandmnsu will‘lriws]lsHigll

were linked to murder. i toCanada.

ticular seem to have mastered the art of
pandering [to the Khalistanis| in recent

)

Drishti IAS

[d]

IAS GS Foundation Course

——— ©Misa Bateh | Liva Grllse (V12 Drliivl Laarnisg App} ——

Enghibschns
17 Detrtear

T
18w

Erghihsensy | BT
aHovember | TR

1l drishtiAs.com

Enshibtrn | T
10 Novermber 20 WY

1T

8 g

g sk
18 et

Cal How For Admissions % 8010 440 440

F W] SCIENCE |

CANLIFEEXISTANYWHERE ELSEIN THE
SOLARSYSTEM? WEMAY KNOW SOON

EUROPACLIPPER, the biggest
interplanetary spacecraft
that NASA has ever built,
lifted off from the Kennedy
Space Center in Florida on
Monday afternoon with a
mission to tackle one of biol-
ogy’score questions: Can life
exist anywhere else in our
Solar System?

The spacecraft's destina-
tiom is Europa, a moon of 28
Jupiter, where water sloshes
beneath a shell of ice that
could be more than 10 miles
thick. Such ocean worlds are
fairly common in the outer
SolarSysmmThathasmrrdspctularm

inanyofthose
ucmns? For now, the answer is: Maybe.

The 5.2 billion Europa Clipper mission

Mission lifts off on
Oct 14, Rewters

is the first by NASA devoted
to filling in the blanks to the
question of habitability on
these ooean words.

“I think Europa is cer-
tainly the most likely place
for life beyond Earth in our
solar system,” said Robert
Pappalardo, the project sci-
entist for Europa Clipper.
“And that's because it is the
most likely to have the ingre-
dients for life in abundance
and for there to be enough
time Inrllfcmgcrgmn;

legal and another date
wvas set for him.

Karanpreet's lawyer Jay Michi said
the defence was beginning to wade

a“massive wave” of disclosures
from the Crown to find out what could
be challenged in court. He said the
process would take ime.

THE FOURTH SUSPECT, Amandeep
Singh [22), was arrested in Brampton,
Omtario, on May 11 The Globe and Muail
reported that three weeks before Nijjar

was shot, Amandeep was charged by
Surrey RCMP with dangerous driving
and fleeing police.

Court documents showed that

p had signed an ur
on June &, 2023 agreeing to appear in
court. He had also declared that he did
not possess firearms,

Twelve days later, Amandeep al-
legedly opened fire on Nigjar in the park-
inglotof the B.C. gurdwara. As per court
filings, hours before the shooting, he was
seen in the vicinity of the gurdwara, al-
legedly behaving erratically.

Amandeep first appeared in court
on May 15, but the case was adjourned
to May 21.

ON MAY 21, all four men appeared
together before the Provincal Court for
the first time. Karan, Kamalpreet, and
Karanpreet appeared in person, while
Amandeep appeared by a video link.
Judge Emmet Duncan spoke to the men
through an interpreter and put themun-
dera “no-contact order”, which is a bar

i torindirect contact
with spedified individuals.

The case was adjourned to June 25.
On that day, the case was adjourned
again to August 7.

ON AUGUST 7, defence lawyers ap-
peared on behalf of their accused clients
via video on Microsoft Teams, alongside
Crown Prosecutor Louise Kemworthy,
who requested another adjournment.

She informed the court thar ttu:
Crown b
closure to the :Icicn:lanrs. but the
process was expected to take several
more months. Local mediain Surrey re-
ported that Kenworthy said the defence:
had received “in the region of abour
10,000 pages of disclosure™, and that the
Crowvn hoped to disclose “about 10,000
maore by the end of next week™,

Local media reports said the wolumi-
nous nature of the court filings indicated
the ROMP had carried out a comprehen-
sive investigation, and that a lengthy trial
could follow.

Provincial Court judge Mark [etté ad-
journed the matter to October 1. This was
the fourth adjournment since May 15.

AFFTH AJOURNMENT came on
October 1, again on the request of Croem.
Prosecutor Kenworthy, who appearedin
person before Provincial Court judge
Jodie Harris. The four defence lawyers
appeared virtually before the court, the
Surrey Now-Leader reported.

“We have not yet provided all the
disclosure to my friends, and we are not
ata point where 1 could say substantive:
disclosure has been completed,”
Kenworthy said. [ will advise the court:
that options are being considered for
the transferof the file to Superior Court.
So those are the two matters unfolding,
whichis whyI'm asking for the long ad-
journment today.”

The judge adjourned the case to
MNovember 21. She agreed with
Kenwaorthy's request to mark the next
datr as a foved date and not a bail hearing,
“given this court doesn't have jurisdic-
tiom to determine bail on this matter”,

Korean peninsula heating up again: history of hostility
between North and Suuth, trigger for current tensions

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
MNEW DELHI, OCTOBER 16

il

sup-
purt from I:Iu: s hs:lpcﬂ South Korea l'|ghr

the summit would see US and North Korea

sive wm:lry and an m'rnlsmc\mas signed in
1953, ized Zone{DME)

G TENSIC M
South Korea, are now seemingly boiling over,
North Korea on

dividing the pcnmsula into half roughly

that more than 1.4 million citizens had ap-
plied to join the army. This came a day af-
ter it blew up a section of rmads and raibway
lines onits suurhcm burdu inresponse to
South Ki

sanctions,

However, the summit ended abruptly
with not even a joint statement being
signed. Robert Cartin and Siegfried Hecker
wrote in an article in 38 North, a US-based

permanent pe

Since then, bath Knn:an nations have
dreamt of “reunification”, by force if neces-
sary.| Mdﬁ:hkr]y]lmlanand

material

anti-Pyongyang propaganda leaflets across
the border last week.

Technically, the two Koreas have beenat
war for more than 70 years, and periodic
ﬂamammmmmn The recentes-
calation i

has meant that the status quo
has, by and large, prevailed.
Starting in the 1970s, both
sides held negotiations to-
wards achieving 2 "peaceful reunification”,
with in 2000, 2007, and 2018

Historical context

The Korean peninsula had been under
Japanese control since 1910, After Japan's
surrender in 1945, which brought World

significant in this regard. However, very lit-
te tangible progress was made.
Meamwhile, North Korea pursued the
development of nuclear weapons, imviting
heavy sanctions from the UN Security

EXPLAINED

GLOBAL

ialising in poli tech-

nical analysisof Morth Korea, that thiswas “a

traumatic loss of face for Kim", which
pushed DPRK to |

South Korea, DPRK formally laid to rest any
hope for peaceful reunification.

Could there be war?

Carlin and Hecker described the current:
situation as “more dangerous than it has
been at any time since early June 19507,
Notably, they wrote that North Korea'sin-
creasing closeness to Russia and China has
meant |:||at it is not. wary of the “ironclad

th Korea's al-

end its attermpts to normalise
relations with the US (and
consequently the South). The
country also restarted its nu-
clear programme.

Tensions between North and South
Korea have been escalating since then, In
January 2024, Kim notably announced a
shift in DPRK’s outlook towards South
Korea. Renouncing further attermpts at re-
unification, Kim said that the South was
now to be viewed as the “primary foe and
invariable principal eneny”.

In Juby, Nnrth Kml:aammum:td that it

Ilam:cwﬂl\tl\s:us.

“There is a belief, entirely understand-
able, that more and more frequent symbols
of our intent to retaliate will keep the North
at hay, aswill ouroft-stated conviction that
if thie North attacks, the counterattack will
totally destroy the Morth Korean regime.
Yet, in the current situation, clinging to
those beliefs may be fatal,” they wrote fol-
lowing Kim's declaration in January.

However, this does not necessarily
mean that awar is impending. [ doubt that
the situation would escalate to the level of
war. Nurtl\ Koreais r:xplmnng mlllhrymn-

War Il to an end, the peninsula was split  Council, the LS, and its allies.

into two, The Soviet and the Chinese com- o q
munists propped up the Democratic  Genesis of current

People's Republic of Korea in the North, In 2019, thm US President Donald
while the Americ the cre- nd N Kim Jong Lin

ationof icof Korea in the South,

After yof five and

a half’ yrars and 1.8 billion

milies, Europa Clipper is scheduled o enter
orbit around Jupiter on April 11, 2030, 1t
will then make 49 flybys of Europa over
four years. THEMNEW YORK TIMES

In 1950, North Korean forces under
founder Kil 1l Sung imvaced the South, trig-
gering the three-year-long Korean War,

met in Hanoi, Vietnam. This was their sec-
‘ond meeting, after Trurmp in 2018 became:
the first sitting US president to meet the
Morth Korean leader. Many had hoped that

had further All
year, it has been sending helium balloons
carrymg trash across the southern border,

Korean activi

rengthen wesion,”
Professor Kang Dong-wan, who teaches

pollhcalsclcmcanddlplnmacyatDm\g—a
iversity in Busan, told the BEC,

mg “propaganda-laden” balloons to the
North. By blowing up the Gyeongui and
Donghae roads, which connect North and

“Whenever tensions rise, North Korea
emphasises external threats to boost loy-
alty tothe regime,” he said.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The US is likely to regret allowi

g further weakening of the UN. Benjamin

Netanyahu and his colleagues’ refusal to respect it makes it all the more

important that others do so, and do so vocally.”

= THE GUARDIAN

the world warms and cools  The $500 billion
opportunity

Insurance can mitigate vulnerabilities to unpredictable events, climate disasters.
Human security, displacement is also a national security issue

SYED ATA HASNAIN

FOR ALL OUR efforts within the disaster
management community, it's often ex-
tremely challenging to get people to realise
that dizasters happening around them
could one day affect them directly. The
common citizen tends to believe that dis-
asters and other disruptions are meant for
others. Viery few realise that a devastating
earthquake could render a well-to-do mid-
dle-class person and his family homeless,
even relegated toa government relief camp.
Elevate this personal security issue to the
national level and imagine the effectof nat-
ural and other disasters in different parts of
the country around the year, hugely denting
the national aspirations of making India a
$5-trillion, and then a $10-trillion economy.
Such aneconomy could improve the status
of many people, and make the poverty-
stricken upwardly mobile. Yet, that can only
happenif there are no downturns. Disasters
are major causes of economic downturns.
Those who perceive national sccunty as
something related just
cure have to remember that without tlu:
ahility to secure our aspirations there can
never be any national security.

Where does disaster risk insurance
come into all this? The connection starts

Management Authority (NDMA) of India
recently conducted a daylong workshop on
this theme along with the heads of several
impaortant insurance companies and intel-
lectuals from the financial world. It pro-

with Prime Minister Modi's
speech at the Asian Ministerial Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) held in
New Dethiin 2016. In that speech, PM Modi
outlined the Ten-Point Agenda for DRR, a
mantra now linked positively and inextri-
cably to the Indian Prime Minister's name.
The second point of the Agenda states:
“Risk coverage must include all, starting
from small households to SMEs, m multi-
national companies”.

Risk coverage has two connotations,
First, physical safety from disasters through
early warning systerms, mitigation, and ef-
fective responses when cw:ryllung else
fails. The second isthe v of the hope

vided that can be devel-
opm:l into insurance instruments in ways
isfy the objectives of i
panies, government and private individu-
als. These will, of course, need to be re-
searched and modelled. Parametric
insurance is the sought-after financial do-
main by disaster managers with no appar-
ent objection from the insurance world, It
ensures that on the occurrence of certain
mutually accepted parameters related to
identified hazards, insurance will be avail-
abe to the insured without verification of
individual claims. This cuts down time-con-
suming and often annoying bureaucratic

of receiving optimum compcnsanon for
losses. Itis difficult for the state to
sate individuals in full to rebuild lives and

scrutiny PP
Disaster risk insurance can enhance key
aspects of human security. It's important to
realise thar human sccunry]wlds the key o

lih and recoup
losses in terms of infrastructure and other
aspects of recovery. That is where different
forms of risk insurance come in. Many
countries around the world insure people,
their properties and infrastructure so that
adherence to the principle of *build back
better” can be promised more: rea]lstlral]y

natic v, especially in regions where
PTGy Wars, basnd upon terrorism, abound.
Bangladesh lost 140,000 people and innu-
merable of the country's citizens were in-
Jjured and displaced due to the fury of the su-
per cycdlone in 1991, Human security in the
underdeveloped environment of the nation
has been a nagging factor ever since then.
Di have al

Insurance comp, have analy
ter risk in a professional way at the interna-
tional level and found that there are doable
business models.

W should be rxmmr:lyhappythat dis-
aster-related insurance is at last N:ocnnng

been targeted by radical ideologies around
theword Their vulnerability is exploited (o
the hilt. Such vulnerahilities invariably lead
to illl:'gal migrations and restiveness in the
receiving sunmcs The spiral never ends.

It's important to realise that
human security holds the key
to national security, especially
in regions where proxy wars,
based upon terrorism,
abound. Bangladesh lost
140,000 people and
innumerable of the country'’s
ctizens were injured and
displaced due to the fury of
the super cyclone in 1991
[Ium:m acmmvul the

i ion inIndia
will never stop occurring and there is
enough scope for reasonable business op-
portunities for insurance companies and
fair deals for both government and private
players to receive the benefits of insurance
coverage. The

National ~ Disaster

quake of 2011,
which measured 9 on the Richter scale.
3,16,000 people died and many Haitians
were forced o migrate due to the inabilityof
the country's gowernment to assist them in
rebuilding their lives. There was no question
of insurance there. The wave of migration

loped environment
of the nation has been a
nagging factor ever © then.
Displaced and homeless
people have always been
targeted by radical ideologies.

from that event haunts the US even today

PM's target for electronics manufacturing
can be realised by reforming regulatory
environment, building thriving hubs

ASHISH DHAWAN

AND VINAY RAMESH

schools, hospi reation facilitie:
Given the political difficulties and pro-
hibitive costs of acguiring large tracts of land,
it will be better to develop around existing
electronics manufacturing regions. This
would mean declaring a karge — say 300 sq
km — special region incorporating existing
factories and new parks. Within the zones,
the focus needs to be on attracting lead
brands and their partners as anchor in-
vestors and they can, in tum, attract their

LAST MONTH, PRIME Minister Marendra
Modi announced a $500 bll]lcm talgn for
2030,

{support the amibition
— growthin ebectronics manufacturing will
help sohve India's jobs challenge. For cxam-
ple, the Apple ecosystem alone exports
around $14 billion and employs 161akh peo-
ple. At the same time, we must recognise
that the ambition isaudacious — India’sen-
tire manufacturing output in 2023-24 was
roughly 3660 billion. Meeting the target
would mean sustaining growth rates few
countries have achieved and will require
equally audacious reform.

The government already realises that

Shenzhen (2000 sq hn} gcw:m manu-
ers aml exports of maone llun 5300 billion.
By contrast, Mundra EMC is just 25 sg km
and employs 5,000 workers.
Largesize and anchor investors alone will
notbe enough These regions need aregula-
tory environment that is conducive to ex-

turing regions. The priority would be

pro-employment labour laws — allowing

hu@rsl\dts,gluhallycumpmmrm time

rules

ing women, who make up a majority of

electronics workers.
ﬂroﬂrrlwyamodmsmmﬂ regula-

and is a major issue in the current presid

rmuch of this gr will harve tiom s taxatic Blectronics man-

CRSosikumar e, s by the mini electron-  wfacturing requires movement of lakhs of
icsand i i have made with designs changing fre-

clear. However, while achi om-  quently. peciali chain

at scalei strategy.ex-  participants mean that much of this move-

tial contest. Africa’s frequent tryst with
drought has had animmense impact on na-
tions such as Somalia, Sudan and Wcstrm

ecutingitis no mean task. How canwe doi,
espedally given our legacy ccosystem that
B reform?

ment is cross-border, evenin countries with
mldlgmamwlucadd Thss, all our com-

Sahara. It has been one of the
cietal turbulence that has afflicted a la.ry:
number of countries in Africa and pushed
them into severe debt traps.

Perhaps the greatest pobential for disas-
ter-related scc\lnly issues exists right across
India’s border, in Pakistan. A precedent
needs recall. In 1981, three million refugees
came out of Afghanistan as a consequence
of the Soviet invasion. They were housed in
tented camps in Pakistan along the
Fakistan-Afghanistan border and fed by
UNHCR. However, the presence of hun-
dreds of radical preachers ensured the birth
of the young Taliban who 15 years later cap-
tured power in Kabul and changed the dy-
namics of the international order. That was
not anatural disaster-related event. But just
like the vulnerabilities of the Afghan
refugees were exploited in the 1980s and
1990s, the insecurities of an estimated 2.6
million displaced people from Pakistan's
Hood-ravaged areas 0f 2022-23 can also be
exploited by elements in Pakistan's bad-
lands. The nation has no scope tooffer com-
pensaticnor promise to “build back better”,
nomw or any time in the future, It's worth re-
calling that [ndia's problems with radical
terror commenced with the rise of ele-
mentswhowere nurtured in the IDP camps
on Pakistan's western border,

Asthe world warms and cools, it needs to
Iookat writy pragmat-
ically and be more focused on bringing dis-
aster risk insurance to the fore, everywhene,

The answer lies in the history of manu-
facturing growth, which has been a story
of regional dusters. The electronics indus-
try is no different. From its beginnings in
Silicon Valley to its later centres — Taiwan,
Japan, South Korea and then more recently
Shenzhenin China and Northern key eco-
nomic region [NKER) in Vietnam — com-
petitive regional clusters have driven
growth in electronics.

In India too, custers in regions like
Sriperumnbudur in Tamil Maduand Neidain
Uttar Pradesh have recently been growing
fast, and account for nearly 50 per cent of

China,etc. alreadyal-
low foreign vendors or brands to manage
component inventory seambessly across
borders without tax or tariff implications.
This has been a big part of their success.
However, current Indian tax laws make
imventory management by I'Dn:qgn entities
unviable, makingm
complex Interestingly, the required tax ex-
ceptions have been allmwed previously in
“national interest” for the Oil & Gas indus-
try. Electronics today is no less strategic.
Corporate tax and GST rates too need to
be benchmarked against those in Vietnam
and China to attract large global players.

our electronics rxpanu sustain and ac-  Finally, >d by
roric ddeep Ereen
and ambmuus region-| lcdrl:lurm thatcan  cover s, ete, that
create large, globally o fve electron- EMIC antt tobe
ics manufacturing regions. able bo relax these wathin the region.
Studying successful regions around the To cnsun:' TESPONSIvE BOVETTIANGE, Cen-
factors for success — also need tode-

large size with anchor investors, customised
regulations msul export activity and :Il:'m-
lution of i

vuhvr requisite powers to the EMC author-
ity so that it can provide all necessary

industrial park level. \M:'gu int some detail
om each of these to explain why a new pol-

and permissions. Global
ph:s ha\vtalsuslmmdlat PI"]’deL‘Istlut

tors.

Larpe size is essential for competitive-
ness. Shenzhen, a Chinese spedial region,
which alone exports around 3350 billion,
is 2,000 sq km, while the largest Indian
electronics cluster, under the govern-
ment's Electronics Manufacturing Cluster
(EMC) scheme, is 2.5 = km. Large size

agoodway
olspctdyandhugi-quallrymm
ﬂwmncmgwrmlmnthasslmnthr
to enable such a di
regulated mone for financial services in GIFT
city, and needs to do the same for electron-
ics manufacturing regions. Reforming

India's |'t:g|.llan:|r_',I cholesterol across the
country

helpsinco-locating s T long and nad, but we

The writer, @ former corps ¢ rof whichisi forecosystem compet-  canstartbyn i e
the Srinagar-based 15 Corps, itiveness. It also helps invest inlarge, effi-  ronment in geographically limited areas.
is member of the National Disaster cient shared industrial infrastructure like  Without thriving manufacturing regions,
Management Authority effluent plants and testing facilities that  the ambitious gnalscrhydlL‘PMwﬂlm—

Not just the foreign hand

Social, economic changes are also to blame for sex selection

MaRy E Jonn

A RECENT ARTICLE [ Don't outsource devel-
opment’, Bibek Debroy, Sanjeev Sanyal and

is quite unclear what these were) with huge
backing From LIS h:lundm:lunsand INGOs. DSS

and it is only in 2001 that the national CSR
dropped below the overall sex ratio. There is

iy, the devaluation of daughters, and the con-
straints af contemparary BOOnOmic d.cuv:lnp

lowver costs for everyone.
Electronics factories can employ thou-
sands — the Fowconn factory in
Sriperumbudur has 21,000 worers — and it
purtanrmhuus:wuﬂn:rsclnscmiarm—

mainjustanother

have no hope of achieving.

Dhevean is fownder and CEO of
The Convergence medunm

Ti tohave so-
cial infrastructure like worker housing,

00 of R
Jor Economic Development

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CONSIDER THE RISK
THIE REFERSTOthL‘edlmnaI 'Far:mgnﬁ‘

ple are not Dnlywslb]mn national and
state elections but bl
elections, For instance, in Maharashtra,

and Canada have reached a new low, This

spiral sharply contrasts the
previously cordial tes, which have been
significantly shaped by trade and the

Aditya Sinha, [E, Dctober 10) offers agarbled  usethistoclaim that | ich family (IE, Dctober 16},
aceount of why colonial policies eadier and — rect and |mmrd|mspmado}sncsclenm imthe 1960s and 1970s; sex: selection became ‘-'-"hn.thrn swblame? Hvistendahl is
INGOs today are responsible for across the country, offeringas proof  significant ondy from the 1980, right the tradi

ion in India De the Child Sex Ratios {CSRs, in the 0-6 age DISS are quite I'gh.tmpnlnl.‘ml‘}l.‘ |nﬂu- tiomal hmllyﬂbcttrransmrwuuldlt the
{hma']urthDSS]appluumgiycm:aZmlbuuk group) From the Census. The figures they mo:uﬂhi’f‘ by rapid social
Ly the Ar list ahl per 1000 boys) are; 243 in 1951, ion” in posti India, mdccunuml::hang: wantingasmall family

Unnetuml Selection: Choosing Boys over Girls
and the Consequences of o Wiorld full of Men.
[will not discwss DES's claims on British

9-11 in 1951 930|n 1971,934in 1981, and 927
in 1991, They see 1971 as the critical tuming
point with a significant drop in the CSR be-

'I1u:sc fears led to the excesses of the
Emergency under Indira Gandhi. But DSS are
uite wrong when it comes o dating sex-se-

large Indian immigrant community in

s two child norm),
Impn\gfnrat beast one son for their economic
future and at most one daughter to be suc-

o cov-  cause of the sex determination tests intro-  lection technologies, and charting their  cessfully settled *elsewhere”. Technology has
ered by historiams, i - duced by Shelds he 19605 spread. Amniocentesis (first introduced in-+ a necessary part in this story, but it is not the
isting pre-colonial p(amo: ammgstyuups However, the figures DSS quote are not lm;}mrrbctam.camasxmhud forsex  main protagonist.

sm:hast.... Rajp [as awverall i allages) selection; thi vl So, yes, we need more research on the
as Britishland  which are irmel ich i of inth 1980s. Unlike  geopolitical implications of independent
and u il tr bch  tion! As carly as thr 19605, Indian demogra- miwenn:sis ulnasuundscamingwaspm Indlasu'_',stsmth pnpula.mmrnnrrula:ﬂus
their sudden resource ¢ W resor-  phers were a declining trend in -ane sexde However, Hvi s 5il

ing{amongother things) to female ||1]ant||:|:||:
50 a5 to escape the humiliation of an unmar-
ried daughter vwith oo tte dowry. | DSﬁdunDt

the overall sex ratio from the tum of the 20th
century, indicating a comparatively greater
neglectof e 'nmrsgs

acknowledge rhat thls sense of

the effects of | puc-natal sex selection [thnugh

But the main argument of the DSS article

they
male child mortality). CSRs bcgan to be esti-
mated from the 1971 Census (created to de-

sectionof 's book —
‘whose chapters race across the globe and
decades inbewildering fashion — to focus on
anAmerican population expert Sheldon Segal
‘wiho spent some years during the 19605 ad-
vising doctors in AlMS, Delhi on population
control, Hy

rates acrurately). The CSRs for
1971 omwards are: 964 in 1971; 962 in 1981;

945 in 1991; 927 in 2001; and 918 in 2011, If,
a5 55 acknowledge, 950 girls per 1000 boys
i the standard, then the impact of sex selec-
tion is visible not in 1971 (as they claim) but
wo dccadl:‘slamcl in 1991, It is in 1991 that

rrrrnma‘nnn followed later. What DSS do not
mention is that, beginning withamniocente-
si5, it is the mobilisation by vomen's organi-
sations and health activists that bed to a ban
on such testing in government hospitals in
1978, but this did not stop prmn: plamtlan-

ticconspiracy theores will not do, norwill the
DS article, which onby misleads.
Speaking from the ramparts of the Red
Fort in 2019, our Prime Minister declared
“population explosion” to be one of India's
main pluhlcms. He asked: “With an ever in-

ers. Later, it wias the inter ciivists  creasing ink, canwe
that resulted i mina-  do justice to the of our children?
tion, firstin Maharashirain 1986 and thenna-  Before a child is bom in our home, we must
tionally in 1984, askifwe have prepared ourselves to fulfil the

That child’s needs, or are we going to leave the child

us about the nesous of private medical practiti-
oners and government officials. That families
i cartai reg .

cti

hemi selection to

Hary CSRdrops,

toits fate 7" How should Indian families an-
swer these questions today?

Thewriteris @ retired professor
ofWomen's Studies
e e

Canada. Indiaisthi source
of foreign students for Canadian univer-
sities. Diplomatic prudence is crucial.
Both nati i y take
its course, [f Canadian police have evi-
dence, as claimed, they should pursue
thrlnumgatlnnwhllc Nspamngllm:'r
national i

the BF al par-
ties whereas its uppusmunmjhand\and
is essentially a local party in powwer. On
the bright side, if this notion of uncer-
‘tainty persists, political parties have to
Ibe o their toes for every election in the
future, be it local or national.

¥ GChouksey, Pune

INDIA-CANADA TIES
THISREFERS TOthe article, ‘A tough road

Iium:iv:'brink’ilE.Ocmh:r 16). The re-
ing of bilateral ties be-

Ull:ln'larl:*lg,I bcﬂmwmms must n:mg—
o

impurtantrhan theeir past conflicts.
Kaolleatn

twncn India and Canada doesn’t augur
well for the current global geopolitical
miliew. PM Justin Trudean seems tm have

STATE ELECTIONS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Two
straws in the wind' (IE, October 16).
Considering the differing results of the
recent Lok Sabha elections and assem-
bly elections in Haryana held within a
short span of four months, it may be
somewhat difficult to predict theimpact
of the present poll on the next round of
polls. Thedifferences interms of political
parties and what issues matter to peo-

ical conside rations. His ally Jagmeet
Singh has fallen out of Trudeau's coali-
‘tion, endangering majority support to
‘the government. In case of imminent
welections in Canada, the Conservative
Farty is set to bag 42.8 per cent of the
votes as against 22.8 per cent for the
Liberal Party as per the recent opinion
poll. How this spree of events affects the-
175 hillion worth of investment by the
Canadian pension fund into [ndia inter-
alia, s yet tounfold.

Vinay Saroha, New Delhi
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

DESTROYING TRUST

UP ordinances on food are regressive. They exploit notions of
pollution and purity, stoke alarger distrust in society

LLTHEOFFICIAL talk ner safe Jttar Praclesh gov-
ermnment's dccmonmhnr\g food co tion, mak-
ing the offi and hailable, cannot divert attention [rum

EDITORIAL PAGE

WorDLY WISE
THINGS DON'T TURN UP IN THIS WORLD UNTIL
SOMEBODY TURNS THEM UP.
— JAMES A GARFIELD

A many cornered field

Maharashtra election will showcase a splintered
political battle, nuances of social engineering

GirisH KUBER

IDUSSEHRA 2024, CELEBRATED on October 12,
could probably indicate what lies ahead for
Maharashtra post the assembly elections.
Historically, Dussehra in Maharashtra has
been known for two rallies, both in Nagpur,
One at Reshimbaug, the RSS headquarters,

a disquieting intent, and effect. They will act as ac

that preys on the majority's notions of purity and poliution, and targets an already inse-
cure minority. Titled ‘Prevention of Pseudo and Anti-Harmony Activities and Prohibition
of Spitting Ordinance 2024° and ‘Uttar Pradesh Prevention of Contamination in Food

's anniversary, andthl: other at
Dk mi, where Dali in
large numbers to commemorate the day in
1956 wlu:n B R Ambedkar cmblac{:d

{Consumer Right to Know) Ordinance 20247, some p ionable. That
fiood and beverage sellers should wear head covers, gloves and masks when cooking and
mng. and tha.t there should be CCTV coverage of the kitchen and dining areas of es-
Butwhat purpose of food satety would be served by mandat-
img that personnel should wear identity cards at work? Such identity cands can, and will,
‘come in handy for communal profiling. The legislative power to issue ordinances, as the
Supreme Court has clarified, is “in the natune of an emergency power” given to the exec-
utive only to "ml:tt an cms:rgcm situation”. What exigency, which could not have been
met by enforci ions, demanded such UP gow-
emment? And what does food satety have to do, amyway, with social "harmomy™?

These ordinances come ina larger, sobering contest. In July, the Muzaffarnagar police
ordered eateries along the route of the Kanwar Yatra to display the owners' names. This
‘wias, the police said, so that “confusion” among the strictly vegetarian kameariyas could
bie avoided. Two months after the SC stayed that order, correctly pointing oat that it was
“contrary o constitutional and legal norms”, the UP government issued !arnmdcdlmz-
tives for cateries to display the atars, p
and managers, citing “incidents of adulterating food items hlu:_]ulu: dal, and rou with
human waste, inedible, or dirty substances”. Now, the two ordinances confirm a disqui-
eting trend -- from “bulldozer justice” to “love jihad" and “encounters” that the police
‘wears as a badge of pride, to the new restrictions in the garb of food satety, UP is becom-
img a fount of bad laws and govemance practices that should not be emulated.

The need to“ensure trust of consumers” has been touted as one of the justifications for
theordinances. But they put at risk, in fact, the trust that citizens repase meachatherinanin-
creasinghylayered and changing econormy. The prime m
thing rrumfaudwgmocnismsrrvmsmam:sunmrs humcsunm:md immovations
and efficienci ymillions,

Other one maore:
has, since 1966, been known Farmalmglrad—
lines: Thatof Shiv Sena founder Bal Thackeray.
Dussehra in 2024, however, witnessed as

chi rallies, includi
l:g'ﬁﬁ: bwo Shiv Senas, arally of predominanty
OBCs thatwas held in Marathwada by the late
Gopinath Munde’s daughter Pankaja and
nephew Dhananjay, and a mega show of
Marathas, in Marathwiada again, led by mav-
erick Manoj Jarange. Add to these, a newromer
to the Dussehra day rally, Raj Thackeray, ad-
dressing his supporters. Each indicates grow-

ing soci

Unilerti its " !
status, Maharashtra has ahsays had sodal ten-
sioms, These came to the fore, thanks to then
chief minister Devendra Fadnavis's efforts to
winover Marathas ahead of the 2019state as-

bly elections, [t was not as i a
mowe as it may seerm. it was an audacious at-
temipt by Fadnavis, an RSS-groomed Brahmin,
to snatch Marathas away from Congress and
NCF. Eager to make a political statement,

ahead of the polls, hoping the state’s politi-
cally strong, single-biggest community would
s&andby]um. Motonky did the move bacldine,
ital d a Pandora’s b The Supreme

is that sarme trust. Int rode i, the LIP orddi

THE BODY SHOP

Investigation of kidney trafficking is a reminder that loopholes
need to be plugged, awareness on organ donation increased
VER THE LAST decade-and-a-half, several cities in India have become hubs
for transplant surgeries of organs such as kidney, IM:T MaILc‘,ts.hﬁmand
pancreas, Close to 18, replacement c an-
rusallyin the country 15andChina, The
cedures take place in the private sector and attract patients from other parts of the world,

Court, qum: rightly, did not consider political
exigency over the law and shot down the
Maharashtra government's decision, neason-

As the pitch for Marathas
became increasingly shrill, it
had the collateral effect of
bringing together OBCs and
pitting them against the
Marathas. This put the BJP in
a fix, as it had a strong base
amongst the OBCs. It would
have been foolhardy to
antagonise this traditional
vote bank to win over a new
one. Realising this, Fadna
now a part of the government
led by a staunch Maratha,
Eknath Shinde, and which
includes another Maratha,
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar, found it difficult to
keep the reservation pot
boiling without having to
decide. The ambivalent stand
of the ruling trio —the
Shinde-led Shiv Sena, B]P
and Ajit Pawar-led NCP —
eventually angered both
Marathas and OBCs.

ingg that itwould cross the 50 per cent limit set
for reservation.

move is nothing but an ego-massage.
The forthcoming assemibly elections will

Sence then, th

wvation has grown many fold and tops the

agenda of every political partyinthe state. As
the pitch for Marathas became increasingly

g
ical battles with social engineering. On the
gmound, it has already rl:sumdmﬂ.lrrhcrdmp-

‘ening social rift tosuc

shrill it had thy tofbringing to-
gether OBCs and pitting them against the
Marathas. This put the BJP in a fix, as it had a
strong base amongst the OBCs. Itwould have
been foolhardy to antagonise this traditional

that, i form-
ing groups hased on thcn'cam Needless to
say, thesituation is worse in rural areas, espe-
cially in the hotbed of Marathwada, where
Maratha auto drivers refuse to carry non-

wvote bank to wi R

Fadnavis, now a part of the government led
by a staunch Maratha, Eknath Shinde, and
which includes another Maratha, Deputy
Chief Minister Afit Pawar, found it difficult to
Ioccpthcmscn’atlunputbulhngmmmhav-

Maratha As a result, the election
ahead is afight tosee who has more commu-
nities on their side.

Adter the recent Pariament elections saw
Dalits and minorities voting against the BJP
en masse, there is now a serious attempt to

ingtodecide. Th tand of therul-
ing trio —the Shinde-led Shiv Sena, BJP and
Pawar-led NCP — eventually resulted inan-
gering both Marathas and OBCs.

‘winasmuch of their support The
difference this time — which may eventually
prove critical — is the wholehearted support
of the R3S for the BJP. Unlike in the last

Then came the Dh, doom-
munity) who feared being left out of this so-
cial game of extracting as much as possible
from the governmeent. They, too, launched an
agitation forreservation. Much to the dismay
of the Marathas and OBCs, the state govern-
ment promised reservation to Dhangars as
well The state's generosity further deepened
the social divide, Though no caste orcommu-
nﬂywasmlh'ahlcmgct rtscfuahanman_','

ofthe

lapldly—shnnhng n:srrvahon pie. As it was
next ryone
in the "reserved” category, the state govem-
ment found another way to buy peace with
iall groups. I started setting up in-

Parli, election, the RSS is actively in-
wohved and its swayamsevaks are out on the
field helping the BJP. It is in this changed re-
ality that one can see the RSS chief's state-
ment at the Dussehra rally, where he asked
swayamsevaks to “reach out to Dalits and
forge friendships with them™, One has to be
supremely naive not to see the RSS chief's
statement in the context of the state assem-
blyelections. It is also not a coincidence that
the BJP found itself at the receiving end of the
social divide in Maharashtra and as such,
more in need of rapprochement with vari-
ous social groups.

Theelection on Novernber 20will be the
real test of hiow sucn:ssml these attempts

dependent ionswitha  have been. the outcome,
seed capital of Rs 50 cn:lrrcach forvarious  Maharashtra will realise soom how challeng-
o ities. As of date, the ingitis tumaslsths:sm:lal dmdnhansm
government Teorpe- onlyout sitr-

raitions for various communities, such as fish-
erfilk. goldsmiths, Hindu Khatiks (Butchers)
and even Jains. Not mamy of these bodies will
have alife outside government files, since this

aged and used by both the ruling alliance
and Opposition.

‘The witer is editor, Loksatta

OFr Porrtics AND GODS

In ancient Greece, as now, religious figures and belief were powerful forces

especally countries in India’ hood. They area ml:llcgmmng capa- ot

ilties of the country’s healtt However, i dgonorsand VIJAY TANKHA

effichent surgery teams, the iy s rife with f doctors, hospital .

& gan traffickers, mary of P Indissbar- THE US ELECTIONS are around the corner. IN GOOD FAITH compellec him tocondermn her I Phaedra, his step . an unholy lust for

ders, Last year. forinstance, aUK, revealed that aM icate had 'I'hnughnls!:hc_nldcst mudi;md_c_:mra:y. Hion 1ake . kingand  him. Tl'twnh |sawallcdhyhc1'advanrrs_
F‘:" " - 5 N each dodlar bill pioushy proclaims “in God we ity Be if rdeath, F bust im-

arrnged paid lidney donoes and got performedi it [ trust”. Asecular polity like ours, while it places commits suicide; his mother stabs herself  plicates him, His Eather has him llled. Artemis

by faking documents. Now, ar police recor

unamnn:mauunal kidney transplant racket centred nt\w prominemnt huspmls imthe NCR.
T d anillicit 1Delhito Dhaka that refied
‘on fudged documents and questionable tie-ups between big hospitals and smaller health
firms. The ring seems to hmbypasscd screenings at the intemational border.

India’s organ law ises three kinds of Those by near-
relatives, altruistic donations and swap donations when a near relative is medically in-
ccompatible with the recipient, the pair is permitted a swap transplant with another re-
lated unmatched donor-recipient pair. Foreign nationals mast submit a certificate from
their country’s embassy to confirm that the donation is not driven by money or coercion.
Like miost illegal organ trading, thl: Imha Bangladesh illicit market seems to have flour-

its trust in the RE, is noteworthy for the reli-
gious tilk each party makes, caneful not toof-
fend the sentiments of the gods or theirmany
devotees. Imancient Greece as well, the birth-
place of democracy, with its numerous cults
and gods, religion was a powerful force.
Public events — the Panathenaea (dedi-
cabed to Athena), the Olympic Games [to
Zeus), and the Theatre (of Dionysus) — were
heldintheir presence. Before every battle, an-
mals were sacrificed for f2

Hellenic gods and heroes were regularly
“eopn” actively fighting against barbarian in-
wvaders, The mountain above the sanctuary of

|shcdfu(..mn: ight y T altr\nﬂxdunanm “The news-
paper’ family icated and impoveri: o lured Delphit
‘with Rs4- Shkhmpanwmllthcllludmjs.
Over 15 lakh patientsi yyear Most other develop- a theGreek
s alsohave a large veen necdy patients and har-

wested, Several countries in South and Central Asia and Africa have not developed transplan-
tation capabilities. A sccnun of patients from these regions travel to India for medical care.

ks at acvancing Persians.
Though gods were uwolvr:l in almost
everthe:

bess flagged their role in the politics of the
city. These dramatists, part of the intellectual
elite of their times, displayed (and ques-
tioned ) many of the opinions and beliefs of

More alacrity by agencies can help address part of the problem. The police the audience. Politics and religion were the
have usually been upm thc mark in busting illicit rings. Hmwever, as this paper's analysis lmtmdad marny tragcdlcs 'I1|s:y showed
shows, they donot br tothe criminal i Letting alleged dealers

off the hook reduces trust in the transplantation system In the long nnuaﬂ'rluru;stmuld be
soen as mone than a law and order problem. There is an urgent nl:tdm:ncrmscmmtncss

donation, rermove mi i
jority of donors, and men a majority of recipients, forinstance.

A SPECIAL FORAY

Europa Clipper mission may or may not find signs
of life, but it will fire a million imaginations
HE LAST COUPLE of days have seen two exciting space events. Elon Musk’s
SpaceX achicved possibly the most stunning feat in recent years when one
of its rockets, on its return journey to Earth, was caught mid-air by the large
mechanical arms of its launch tower, demonstrating a major advance to-
wards realising the goal of a fully reusable rocket. Twwo days later, NASA's Europa Clipper
missionembarked on a long journey to Europa, one adsi:w:ral muoonsof Jupiter, toinves-

Pptions, ac womenc ama

tigate one of the most Elely placcsfm"“" system.

Space ion has undergr transforr ‘years, witha
furry of hgh-pmﬂc |n|u:|vm missions being launched, each one breaking mwyumd_
Decadesc ology
lities that now: T AEENCes, inc toaim forwhat se-
cnmﬁnmnustarrwymsagnm.:un i0n to Jupiter i i Ve
been other spacecraft that |l|mspau: the Europa Clipper mission s spe-
dial it realistic chance of encour O MO 30T

by

have a high probahility of ining life. B of the few

f Saturn is another candidate — suspected of having a
]argc salty oozan bm.'am thie surface, similar to those on Earth,
The Europa Clipper mission may or may not find hints of such life on Europa, but this
is just the sort of space mission that fires imaginations. The mission is just the start of hu-
mankind's quest of finding extra-planetary cousins in the universe.

intheat-
[alrs uf the clty and able to overturn politi-
cal fortunes. Dedipas, forinstance, suspected
that Creon and the prophet Tiresias were
conspiring to dethrone him. Though the fear
proved baselessinthat play, it was a reason-
able assumption to male.

In two well-known instances, the state
wias pitted directly against religious beliefs. In
Antigomne(a Enouribe with fzminists), the King
(Creon ) refuses burial rites to the traitor
Polynices( Antigone's brother). Religious obli-
gation drove her to disobey him; state policy

Omne reason for the negative
depiction of Apollo may be
because his eult was rooted
at Delphi, an oracle
politically aligned with
Sparta, the "bete noir’ of
Athens (surviving dramatic
texts are all Athenian).
Oracles could be nasty,
dispensing ambiguous
prophecies often
misinterpreted by those
who consulted them.
Delphi was also open to
bribery (the Athenians once
bribed the Priestess to
convinee the S partans to
averthrow the aristoctats
who ruled Athens).

cursing her hushand ). The play ends with the
chonus saying “the blows of fate will teach us
wisdom. .. the gods must be reverenced”.
Religious custom {represented by the burial)
could outweigh the Lo,

The god Apollo drove Oedipus to his| fated |
doom. His storyline bcgms mtl\a kll]lng

wins the bet but, being a goddess, can't shed

tears for him. Instead, she vows to get one of

Aphrodite's devotees someday. “We are play-

thingsof the gods”, says the poet.

Chn: reason for the negative dl:plmm of
his cult dat

Dclph] an oracle polma]ly allgncd ‘with

(prompted by

toextinction. In ‘sﬂlvm.’\pulluou’-
ders Orestes to kill his mother, yet the god of
ritual and prophecy cannot purify him of the
consequent blood guilt. The infernal female
:Il:lnss t.hat pursue Orestes are fimally tamed

hamessec fearful

Sparta, the bete noirof ol
matll:h:ndsan:a]l.'\thuuan,\&aclrsmuldbc
masty., dqunsmgani:qguw prupll.i:cu:‘s of-
ten misir those

them. Delphi was also open to bribery [the
Athenians once bribed the Priestess to con-

foroe that will keep citizens in check.
In The Bacchae, Euripides’ last work, the

vince the Sp o overthrow the aristo-
crats who ruled Athens).
Paolitics even then fed on religious senti-

king again Civic reason, atte ments, The entire aristocratic clan of the
o suppress D'Jnnysus new cult [the god's  Alemaeonids was exiled, not for the murder
Truchiar snoted Hisfol-  their ancestors committed, but fora viclation
Icmcrsamakuwnmm anmﬂmnunglﬂ of religious sanctuary. Socrates was accused,
andth -apitated by s and executed on lh.ccliarg:cﬂ
who, deranged by the god, thinks him a lion ipping false gods. The

I:Iwhaw:wm apart. She enters lllccll‘y bran-
tends
with the god shrugging off responsibility. He
exiles the wretched Agave and hs:r[aﬂ'mwlm
complains: “Your reprisals are too severe.”
Dronysis responds: "Jamagud.andp.lhaw

well aware of the power of religious senti-
ment. While their plays are read as aiming to
incorporate rather than resist the irrational
power of the gods, they were wary of the po-
litical robe religion could play. Religious con-
flict could overturn, as Luther did, the estab-

imsulted me." The ¢ the hom-
iy, “marny are the shapes of things divine”
Tt reck tragedy.

heinous demands. The fleet cannot sail for

Troy until a human sacrifice (a virgin no less)

plal:au:s Artemis, inexplicably upset. [n
Aphrodite, wagering she can cor-

rupt Artemis’ virgin devotee, implants in

lished order. It should that
long-lasting empires (Roman, Persian,
Ottoman) were mostly tolerant of different
rneligions, as long as, paying taxes, their citi-
zens "gave to Caesar what was Caesar's”

The writer tmught Philosopty at
St Stephen's College, Delhi
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TRIPURA TRAGEDY

THE UNDERGROUND TRIBAL Matiomal
Volunteers (TNV) struck again, killing four
members of anon-tribal family at Katlicherra,
about 90 lom from Agartala. A gang of armed
wedl i the famil

shot dead four inmates. Four others were said
tobeinjured, The gang was led by a self-stybed
“Lieutenant” Surendra Dew Barman.

No BalL FOR AKALIS

THE GOVERNMENT WILL not release all the
Abalis including G § Tohra, president, SGPC,
are specficaiminal cases

and forwhich they will hawe to face a trial be-

fore special courts. There are over 400 Akali
leaders in jails. Some important leaders in-
cluding the Akali Dal chief Harchand Singh

, the former Punjab chief minister,
Prakash Singh Badal, former Union minister
Surjit Singh Barnala are detained under the
Mational Security Act

FIVE-YEAR PLAN PUZZLE

THE PLAMNERS HAVE mira reduced
the resource gap of the Seventh Five Year Plan
from Rs 40,000 crare toa mene Rs 10,000 crore
and are now confident of achieving the com-
pound annual rate of growth of 5 per centin
amnon-inflationary manner. But mystery sur-
rouncs the manner in which this reduction

hasbeen achieved and even the panel of econ-
omists were not satisfied with the explana-
tion offered by the Planning Commission.
Most of the extra resources are to come from
profitsof public sector undertakings.

NogeL For TuTu

BLACK SIOUTH AFRICAN church leader and
anti-apartheid campaigner Bishop Desmond
Tutu, 53, was awarded the 1984 Nobel Peace
Prize, the Norwegian Mobel committee an-
nmounced. The committee said Bishop Tutu,
general secretary of the South African
Council of Churches{ SACC), had been a uni-
fying figure in the campaign to resohve the
problem of apartheid in South Adrica.
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Allocate or auction? Let
our telecom aims decide

Satellite spectrum allotment showld go by what our policy hopes to achivve. For the inclusion

of underserved areas, go for cheap allocation. In urban India, aim for a level playing field

ommunications minister Jvoti-
raditya Scindia clarified on Tues-
day that airwave spectrum for
telecom services via satellite
would be awarded by means of
administrative allocation. Th
what Elon Musk, whose Starlink plans
the internet to dishes in India from low-earth
orbit, has been asking for. An auction, which is
what Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance Jio wants
d, is not on the agenda. This sets the record
straight on the Centre's position on a matter
that has split opinion within the industry. Along
with Amazon's Kuiper, OneWeb-Eutelsat, a
satcom player backed by Airtel’s owner, Sunil
Mittal's Bharti Group, also plans to enter this
new market. Terrestrial service leader Jio has
not ruled out taking the issue to court as a “last
resort,” asreported. Jio's argument is that since
satcom will compete with existing services,
for which spectrum was bought at exorbitant
auction prices, what sky-beamers use must also
be bid for, so that incumbents are not put at a
disadvantage. Musk, though, has opposed
Jio's proposal, saving that auctions would be
“unprecedented,” given that such spectrum
must be allocated under rules of the Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union, a UN agency,
to which India is a party. But which approach
would serve us better?

As Scindia has said, Indi
20023 mandates the distributi
spectrum through allocation.
services, however, the Supreme Court had
ordered auctions to be conducted, after which
telecom operators had to pay huge sums for it.
What satcom debutants are seeking isalsoa
scarce resource, so why the same telecom rules
shouldn't apply is a good question. To calm

fears of satcom awards being handouts, the
minister has said that charges would be levied.
“What that cost is, and what its formula would
be, would only be decided by Trai,” he stated,
referring to the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India, which is expected to propose satcom
rules. What the Centre charges could shape

the cost structure of orbital operators heavily
enough to determine how high or low their user
tariffs are. Since the advantage of satcom is the
gengraphical expanse it can cover, with dishes
receiving signals from the sky to transmit on the
ground, there is a valid case for cheap services
so that users with modest eamnings in remote
areas can benefit. Terrestrial coverage has been
patchy or missing in parts that incumbents have
not found viable to venture into. Low-cost allot-
ment could help meet the goal of inclusion.

Yet, while a promising tech disruption must
not be resisted, the plea for a policy of parity
also has merit. Should existing players lose cus-
tomers to entrants with cheaper services riding
on globally defrayed costs, deep pockets and
low-cost airwaves, the ensuing shake-up is sure
to evoke protests. Perhaps a middle path could
optimize the country’s aims. As Bharti's Mittal
has suggested, rural and urban zones could be
treated differently. Whether auctions can be
ed is unclear, but it seems possible to levy
charges (and impose conditions) in such a way
that the urban playing field stays level. For
underserved parts of India, the Centre could
charge satcom players token sums to make ser-
vices as widely affordable as possible. Terminals
could be subsidized, too, ifit serves the cause of
inclusive coverage. Administrative allocations,
thus, could be made ina manner that satisfiesall
stakeholders. To maximize the benefits of sat-
com, though, Trai must get its math right.

LIVEMINTCOM

The tariffs Trump has proposed
would be a gift to rich Americans

These work as taves and will increase the cost burden on most Americans while favouring the rich

|s 3 2024 Mobel laureate, formes chief
economist at the Intemational Monetary

Fund and a professor at MIT Sloan School
of Management.

he heart of Donald Trump's pro-
posed economic policles are big

understood 50 years ago—and the
hasic facts remain the same.

Kimberly Clausing and Mary E.
Lowely, two of the warld iding
experts on tax isswes, estimate that the
tariffs Trump wants to-enact would
cost the average 115 household more
than §2,600. (T i
published by the Peterson Institute
for International Economics, with
which ['was previously affiliated; but
I'was notinvolved inthis report or any
clated work )

Clausing and Lovely analys:
regime that would impose
on Chinese imports and a 20° -
gmma]l other imports, which is

taxes for the median Am,

new tariffs on all goods imported
into the United States.
The former o St. d

[whi is now the candidate from the
Republican Party for the presidential
elections to be held in the country next
ims that tariffs will protect
nd usher in 4 new
prosperity. Apparently
e has found an eco-
lrump prowdly calls
FMan.”

atariffis just a fancy name for

a tax impeosed on people who buy
imported goods (and anything pro-
duced domestically using imported

inpuis).
S0, the Trump proposal would
seueeze all American households, with

a particularly harsh impact on working
p-uuplt' \ulh lower incomes.

iffs do not plunge the
structive trade war,

hold re 1 £ T
Wnc[mgpm\t rid 1% of their post-tax

20% of the income distribution, the
“eonsumer loss from the proposed

tariff” is even bigger—more than 6%
ofafter-tax income.

In contrast. for the top 1% of the
T «lnl\umn theloss
From tariffs is only 1.4

This differemtial impact reflects
the fact that lower-income peapl
consume more imports, directly s
indirectly, as a share of their spending
than wealthier people do.

Clasing and Lovely also assess the
fects of extending the Trump-era tax
cuts, which are particularly heneficial
to higher-income people. The com-
hined net effect of extending those
cuts—which Trump certainly wants to

iate—and that will hurt
nnﬁ\hﬂm)l ksin America's
roessful and high-productivity
EXPOILSECtor,

Tmmph 15

rom the Wi

how tariffs work.
Admittedly, he graduated in 1968,
bt the analysis of tariffs was well

do—and imposing high across-the-
board import tariffs would leave the
top 1% better off. But everyone else
would lose. So what candidate Trump
|-;pmp-=1s|m, is actually a massive
ribution of income tothe high-
noome Americans,

In effect, Trump wants to increase
axes on working Ame 5
1ts that primarily favour people
»already rich.

We ne
that accurately reflects its
real costs on our society and

t
on most Americans, But that is exactly
what Trumpy is proposing todo.
AsGrover Norg) founder and
prosident of A ans fior Tax
Reform, says: “Tariffs are taxes.” And
i ||(I by Americans,

Cre l|ngnmmga)djuhl.m.ﬂmfnm
should be a high priority for federal
paolicymal But imposing high
imuport tariffs will not do this.

Amuch better approach would b
o promote the development of break-
through science and encourage the

United States,

As Jonathan Grober and Lexplained
I Jusp-Starting America, published in
2019, the United States u
more of this (x
economy) in the
World WarIl.

Chips and Science Act, .mc[ Trump’s
opponent in the upe cumngmmlc[{'nl)
election, vice-preside k
has put forward proposals tha
move the United States further in this
diirection.
Sufficient funding to suppaort this
orfm t has been mcnlm\ toappear, but
4 akes sense. The

“will be targeted at inv
fon inkey str;
zing and

ining technological
hip matters, If you are the first
tovinvent and the first to market, you
have the opportunity to create more of
the good jobs that will emerge in any

new global industry. The US did this
before, in the 19:40s, 15, ol 156 05—
decades of shared prospe during
which tariffs were cut, not increased.
E2024/PROJECT SYMDICATE

JUST A THOUEGAY

d a price on carbon

our wellbeing.

KATHARINE HAYHOE

We must take a pragmatic approach to carbon pricing

PRACHI PRIYA & RV. ANURADHA

Thereare over 78 different carbon pricing
and taxation models worldwi These fall
imtiy two broad categories: ETS and carbon
taxes. An ETS works on a cap-and-trade
principle, rthe total level of green-
Fonise gas emisskons above which producers

are, respectively, a corporate
economitst based in Mumbal,
and a partner at Clarus Law
Assoclates, New Delhi.

tthe recent Energy Transition Sum-
mit, finance minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman underscored the adverse
impact of unila anid :nl'hmarj policies

n (CBAM) on India’s trade and
teansition pathways, noting that
de should be
guided by its own development needs and
not by the Global Morth. Sitharaman was
referring to the that would
impose a charge s into the EL of
products of aluminium, iron and steel,

beginning January 20:2¢ The CBAM levy
will e calculated on the llm'nﬂuvlmm-m

1 Jn\'.eni]h W
alm reportedly
ng system for

barrier it setsup, The
examining a carbon p
imports along similar lines.

pay for their emissions, with prices det
mined by the demand and supply of e
sion certificates on a trading platform
hon tax sets a state-determined price for
hon by taxingevery tonne of carbon dioxide
(C0Z) emitted by a production process.
While India does not have a formal price
for carbon emission:
efficiency targets for energy-intensive s
tors, including aluminium and iron and
:nmxclumhlrull 1's Pel r1'o|1u .'\(‘hl('\'(‘

3 years
(‘Jhlu..alltm{k]’{)uumh'rlllc Electricity Act
mandate the use of lsﬁ'nﬁc-dpmpcmcmnr

much kower than in the EL, where a tonne of
i the $80-100 range over the
der China's ETS, which was

pmc-l.u\l e gt
\\HJul.(l‘l]“h(‘.l]I' vy hmt T nunv.\pm 5.
We cannot expect uni-

threeyears ago, the World Trade Organiza-
thon's (W Director General Mgozi-Tweala
hlgh]u,hml[}l' need fora carbon price that
jgned with the Paris Agreement’s

ally determined contributions for

should fight unilateral measures like CEAM
at both the WTCand UNFCC
short-term measurest Jmlm.

thon would nece sarily’

Form prices globally forcar- B i

hon emissions, not least Indla Should toaccount for be s::l]pl ini

because each country has : les, not just of the WTO,
mwe i omD I getits carbon ot VO
Faris Agreement. This market going Conv ention on L!)malu

global pact recognized that
developed  countries,
which are responsible for
the bulk ofindustrial polhu-
tion, must bear a higher
burden ofe ion reduc-
tions, whereas developing
countries must straddle the
Tual chalk Fomissi

renewahle energy by al OO

reductions whik

nies :md c'agunomi\wphms_ﬂ gjec

sustainable economic development.

 (CCTS), which, like the
mulr]:lc liver an explicit price for
ans in India.

The carbon price in India is likely to be

ofte o as the
Common but Differentia
and Respective Capabilities.
The price of carbon emissions needs to be
hmc-dcmmmm.lmna]l\ agreed differential
lonsofeountries. In anop-ed

ADVR-RC prin

and rationalize

local levies even
as it challenges
the EU's CBAM

Change (UNFCCC

L

(CoP-20) is scheduled for
November in Azer]
CoP-20 must addre
issupe, since the F
not only upends '.\Tf]
principles, it is also an
asganlt on the legal frame-
work under the UNFOCC.
An agreement recognizing cllﬂc-mn('

i

CBAM kicks in. While India’s EOVETTIIMENE

uc'lm.-.E"\T md]{l’(]-.

Asecond important stepwould e to explore
on coal, mining. elec-
tricity, fuets ete, can be rationalized , as these
5 wmn'hnlﬂnlImrmlufmc Y- inlm)

c:s(imatc:cl at approximately 3
tonne of COZ, which is almost of
..lk’|)|)||]]l')|.(‘ Itisunli

it .ll.lnf:hx w:lrom]:lx by tied to a price on
emissions. Whether the many different
taxesthat industry p]j‘if‘.lk’lht’( (lk’h(lll(ltm'd
into asingle carbon
for consideration. Thi ml]p:yhmllal]} ease
i diance burden of Indiant

streamline government revenues and also

Thhese are the authors personal views.



VIEWS

MY

\4

Why have surveys so often gone
wrong with what they predicted?

The conversational method of data collection these wse have inferent lmitations. We need to review the valee we as

T.C.A. ANANT

s @ visiting professor at Institute for Swdies in

Inclustrial Development and former chief
statistician of India,

he recently concluded electlons in
Haryana and Jammu and Kashmir
camewith thelrusual collection of
opinion and exit polls. The election
LIS 118 TOOTE 6
an b

resulis

o thess polls
what people actually choose
rong scholars o helieve

plies only to political and
opdnion polls. 1tis important w realize, however,
that the reasons forsome of these failureslie

There lsa tendenc
that this problemn

thevery
where

methods, it is useful o examine !

I
Into the disc

nguage.” By 1

lia's population census rely on ¢

ol ve two parties:
pwer i the respomdent. They come
psslom with very different perspectives
ichgrounds. One souree of error ar
Fact that the two parties often do not speak the
nguage, we do not mean

ample of
varlance with

s from

merely lingulstic conslderations, but also the

neances of understanding. Take, for example, the
o working? Ecomomists and stat-
5 ns understand ‘work’ to be any effort that

yields pay or profit, Howeve
IIun, the undulﬁl;un(llm;d wlml oo

sslan, "are

jollm,llnl iviclug ll-.pl'u paring for gover nmunl]uh:.
bsebng unemploye
may beearning from part-time
wrvey
emphasisen the interviewe
i it making the
ofresults dependent on the cuality of the inter-

describe themselve:
even though the

tudtions. In such case

language of the respond

viewers' training,
A similar problem ard

[ -.lnug,h-lu(h-ﬁm-nl
of wiwrk sattings (con sid,

qun:l hystanders e
come ol the dialogue,

tors such as gender, the
ohjective and thedr politic
s, amoang o hers.

India’s chess champs have

BlJU DOMINIC

Is chief evangelss, Fractal
Analytics, and chairman,
FinalMile Consuting

ses when trylng to
n irained economists and
it ineome’ is for avarie

coustiiutes income
media influencer),
Moreover, it ks important to underst
= conversations do not oceur ina vacuu
wlun,.;wln-rkun
uenee on the o

wri thelrin
Fon Instance, won
people belonging to non-dominant communities
hesitate to express their views ina public

space, Just as the respondent’s identity matters,
duu.:ln setting and kentity of the Interviewe
The respodsses garnered can be impacted by fae-
terviewer's pe

Frofessor Vilas Ku

- parts of the An

sty analyses the power of such influence in the
eonduct of the census, in which he observes

2 were
. atlon around the survey liself.

In addition to the conversational dimension
there are other challenges, The logistics of d
<'ulh-|1lm|><m-<' nstraints, Lntil recently, the
urviey exchided larg:
L as lln1 were difficult tore

marof Azlm Premjl Univer-

ign them

seneral conves outeomes were influenced by the soclopolitical
putes ‘work’ | sentingsinwhich these conversations ook place.
Professor Kumar showed that the Census resulis the
il Kashimir in 2000 and 2001 and had become so 3

Muenced by politeal

CHRLCOTTES,

daman Islands are form:

the very afflsent—nol
])u[hlLII'|}'lul\u'h'ﬂll

imple, today’s

uel that challenge to surve

Thereisaview

and

protect primitive tribal groups. Likewise, there s
the difficulty of conducting o conversatio

gated colonies. Rising no

mask the public character of conve
increase respondent ops
atanonymization by using technologies such

| data collectic

with
1 just the super-rich (s
it also oecupants of posh

PESPONSE FATER [se 3
over the world.
technology can beused o
tionsand
tempts

o be are

ess. However,

extent, this

T
cesofblas,

laccessie

w the internet

or instance, aceess to househaolds may

[T

b o that | hasld.

cills and sc
willingness bo partic
tons with unknown t

Ituated on the outskins of Chennal,

M.A. Velayudham started a chess

srebranded as Bloom
arents who wese not
financially well-off who focked o this
coaching centre with thedr children in tow.
agalakshmi, She

Imitted both her kids tothds coaching cen-
tre, Every day, shewould take her kids tothe
coching centr lerczal bus, Her
shand Ramesh Babaworked at abank His

15 pestricted by a childhood bouwt

1, it was an ordinary setting, O
nary magic bloom in such a setting?

Twa weeks ago, both Indian men and
women ereated history by winning gold
nndl.ula..ul!ln- In—m:Jl_\mpl.uiml!ml.un-;.‘.

and N kids

and lI were part of
atl thII.m tearm, How did
Praggnanandhaa and Valshali, who came

Further, the proliferation of ielemarketin
5 has led toa decrease

gesconfront the use of the Internet for surveys.

m Ter

i penple's
pate I tel ephonic conviersa-
hiird parties. Similar challen-

blases ol

MY

Erom miod est backgroussds, reach the highest
levels in the world of chess? That oo, ina
miatterof just o few years? Does the success
off the champlons provide any les-
s for India as the country prepares fora
‘«'llb.lllilu it by 2047
= (uestions, we must go

alledd, in the 19705,

i
chess, He

mother, Sushila Viswanathan, To teach
Anand more about the board game, she

l-nmllnd Anand
s Club in the Soviet Cultural C

tre,

M.Illl.a This facility had some books on the
chess strategles few of the
Soviet Unlon's gres vers, Anand

devoured the contents of thosse books inno
time, Later, when Anand’s father moved to
|gmiment, wl's
aprogramme on chess
TV channel, Anand usad

the 1|II1|1pm<

ke notes from that show to
diseuss with him onee he returned home,

There 15 one significant difference
between the tmes Amand started playing
chessand Praggnanandhaa began. Along his
learning path to become a world chess

wiorlld ask visiting schodars, =,

ke live poochls rahe ko, ya PRD ke liye® (are

ing for an MPhil project os for.
thelr answers accordingly,

Understanding the lmitations of conversati

data collectio

W

tional data, whose scale
weased enormous|

and payment
Commerclal entities quickly reallzed the value of
this data amd use it extensively, but theve continues
petance on the
policy analysts to engage with it To a certain
{5 an unfortunate kegs,
suecess in using conversational data generated by
sample surveys to All the o,
weeak post-colonial admi
slopments over the last Few decades in both
state capacity

historical legac:
fowr s to revisit the welghts we as
formsof data used insoclal analyses.

subjects ol so many socioeconomic soudies and

prat responding that they
Aapauestions MPhi
ot ask-
D) and tailor

lows a hetter interpredat lon of
1 also recognize the

vnmerce platforms
erfaces such as UPL FAS

il

artof governments a

aof ourearly

agapscreatod by a
serative structure.

i, all Anand could depend on were
ary bookes he had access toand his
meher's notes from a TV programme, But
tockay, thanks to the internet, Praggn
i othere h.c-u|1l.|}‘11’nh.si\'.sul'eia[||
millions of times more information on the
v than what Anand had,
I‘In- Eiils whas are

r chess game () oped by IBM, defeated
e aecess i the Indla 5 success human chess champlon
sirategles of the world's. 3 Garry Kasparov, many
best chess playe the in Chess Speaks thought the end game of
clic lc.li‘il'hlllhsll,.ﬂ?llllh.sl Of what WIdely 55 IASLETY Wis
oo at a v low cos
helped Bloom C : 3 ac{ess“)le
elped Bloo -
demy create world information chess players consistently,
champons out ofordinary o the ehvlous question is,
people, wideningineernet 3y tech tools 'Whu; 1I:.Iu|js|i. againsta
E " machine and lose every
i (I1In-rn-.mn,.;[|.< can achieve time?

tzatiom ol knowledge
ayed asignificant role.

Althoaygh the gameof chess was Invented
I Tl v than a il enndum ago, anly
1987 did the country have its first chess
grandmaster in Viswanathan Anand. Bat
then, in a matier of jusi 37 years, India has
produced a hugely impressive st of 85 chess
grandmasters,
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Investors expected more from
the fiscal authorities in Beijing

The optii

DANIEL MOSS
15 & Bloomberg Opinion calsmnist covering
Aslan econamies.

he stimulhes unleashed by Peo-
ples Bank of China (PEoC) last
month was a tough act to fllow.
When it was the tum ofthe fAnance mi
try todeseribe its robe in beosting China's
subgar expansion. investors fretted about
the absence of fireworks and demanded
something more, The risk 1s that In not
comalatently exceeding expectations, Bel-
Jing will be depleted as not very serlous
about a major reboot of L8 economy.,
Finance minkster Lan neonveyeda
solid, iFunspectacular, message on Satur-

China's government has seemed tentative
incontrast withits centralbank  sucommes

problem, The argum ix about how
Forcefully tostoke demand and how meas-
ures are rolled out.

That the economy can use a 1R should
nid heopen to debate, The day after Lan's
appearance, figures showed consumer pr-
inched up 0oA% in Seplember from a
ar earlie than econo

its projec-

lay: More support will be fe Ingg For
the troubled real est gOvern-
ment horrowing will likely be stepped up
and assistance given to local authorities
struggling with high debst, These ave wor-
thy undertakings that certainly won't
ignificant moves were
pated, Pr to the weekend,
expected the deplovment of as
rillien yuan ($28% billion) in new me;
ures, acconding toasurvey by Bloomberg
Mews, along with some initiatives o lift
consumption. Lan provided no price g
e Hetle by way of somet hing fresh, Stocks
Muctuated on Maonday.

The prodslem s that the event lacked the
weow Factor ol the central hank s brdefing on
24 Beptember that ignited an eple stock
rally, The PEoC conveved something
potent; cuts in interest i easing of
reserve requidrements forle
psals to hodsst eguit E
enjoyed the benefit of going first when
expectations were low—anmd exceeded
them. The Anance minkstry be H‘ml.alkln;,
nanenvironment whe r1'|ln| ere ele-
wated, Governor Pan Gongsheng knew his
dience and delivered his lines with
hits were opea, His per-
e wis ot oo Barremoved from the
televised question-and-answer sesshons by
Federal Resarve Chair Jerome Powell after
ey decisions.

Th [IL\n(h.'L\.sl el pemibnder that fis-
cal policy 't as neat and iy & s mone-
tary sibling, 1t tends io be more nuanced,
relies on local authorites, is subject to a
certaln amount of horse trading, and hs
effectiveness s measured by what's actu-
ally spent rather elled. That's not
the whole show wasa non-event, On
iy, Goldman Sachs increased its fore-
cast for economic growth this yvear
o 4. 0% From 4,7%, (The government has
targeted an expansion of aroumd 5%,) The
Last few weeks do show ;
officials o shaore up the
sabd. China's ruling Communist Party
made clear that it recognizes there (s a

mescratized technology can indeed
make alot of diference,
This stupendous success story could

¥

ted. Without a jump in feod, inflaton
wonhd have been weakerstill. I the PEoC
were an independent central bank with
Formal 2% inflation target, llke many of lts
peers, theerles for aggressive action would
be deafening.

Omeof the trickiest aspects of setting pol-
Iy s managing expectations, The optlcs
v b s Impsrtant as substance.
pations have been badlt, o
anmoainiced risks being beanded
retrosgect, analyst notescurtain-raising the
briefing were asign that Lan was bound to
Fall short, s important to remember,
thowgh, that thisisn't the end of thestim-
Tus road, More will come, Clreumstan
demand it and top cadres show the
attentiveto these needs, ITonky wlockinthe
growth target set by Presldent Xi Jinping,

Watching the lead-up to Saturday and
then see {lines amnd commentary
r's first major

ry bn early

v outline the administration's
titude toward struggling

nulty with former president George W,
Bush, or would higger agenda ltems, like
nationalization, be on the table?

The prohle; Ih.mnlln-t
the rer
up expectationsof a comprehensive plan to
be unwvedled, Gelthner weate in his book
Siresy Test, That wasn'twhat the Treasury
Intended—or desired. The result w
speech that came across as vague and was
underwhelmin wcks sold off as he
spoke, Would it have received quite the
panning had ot the audien oo been primed
to hear something monume

Geldihner recovered from that sethack.
bis and the broader LIS
Y Wils never going tobe
ks, The country

agreat day for Chi
I

esa bong road to recovery, There will be
leapss, bt also lulls, Bedjing needs to start
controlling the live. ©ELOOMBERG

litup a path to Viksit Bharat

theedr skl at the game. So, intelligent chess
machines did not kill the game of ch,
They act .|II3 heel Ipnd humans lmpmw

answer another important question; As
machines become more intelligent than
humans, will technology destroy human
craft ship?

When Deep Blue, devel-

Actually, what has hap-

pened is very interesting.

Witheven abasic chess program managing
t the best human chess plaver,
n,.,f«rl thelr attitude to

k me whether India will
developed -country goal of Vilksit
1 by 2047, Lodfer an optimistic answer,
The suecess of Bloom Academy s & good
reminder of what magic we can achieve
when technology reaches the doorstep of
every lnd

1T a slmple che

coaching centre on the
ontgkins of Cher oulid take Praggr
andbaa and Valshall, whe come feoma fam-
ofrelatively modest means, bothe highest
levelsof the world, w 't thossands of
such world-champlon producing ventures
blocan inthis country®

InIndia, there are many ordinary parents
like Ramesh Babu and Nagalakshmil with
extrenvely talented kids and also people like
MLA, Velaywdham whoare really passionate
ahout their craft, The success story of our
chiess players leads me (o belieyve when
his i talent pool and are
fowee-mltiplie 113 the pwer of artificial

i Are no
losggee L’u|l|)| e n(-.lulnul l.uli hedrenaching
bachedies, Human players are using chess pro-
grams to train themselves better and hone

I happen
in Inelia, What our chess players achieved in
D024 s just a preview ol what ks possible for
the country by 2047,
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Election time

The elections in the two states, along with by-elections,
will provide a clear snapshot of the public sentiment

in November. The Election Gommission has announced that Assembly elections

It is election time once again. The last round of elections in 2024 would be held

in Maharashtra and Jharkhand will begin on November 13. Jharkhand will go to
the polls in two phases, on November 13 and 20, while Maharashtra will hold a
single-phase election on Movember 20. The votes for both states will be counted
on November 23. Additionally, dates for several Lok Sabha by-elections, includ-
ing in Wayanad, Kerala, where a bypoll is needed after Rahul Gandhi vacated the
seat, have been announced.The Assembly elections in Maharashtra and Jharkhand
are critical for both the ruling and the Opposition parties, as they serve as key bat-
tlegrounds to gauge their standing. In Maharashtra, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
faces a formidable challenge from the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) coalition, com-
prising the Shiv Sena (UBT), the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the Congress.

The MVA aims to ¢

on public

fion over issues like economic distress and gov-
ernance failures while projecting a united front
despite internal tensions.

In Jharkhand, the contest is equally poised, with
the incumbent Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM)-
Congress alliance seeking to fend off the BJP's chal-
lenge. The ruling coalition is banking on Chief
Minister Hemant Soren’s popularity and social wel-
fare schemes to retain power. However, the BJP is
expected to emphasise issues like law and order
and fribal rights to swing the vote in its favour. Apart
from the Assembly polls, by-elections will be con-

ducted on November 13 for four Assembly seats in Punjab—Dera Baba Nanak,
Chabbewal (SC), Gidderbaha, and Barnala. These bypolls are seen as indicators
of the prevailing political sentiment in the regions, potentially setting the tone for
broader electoral battles. In addition, the by-election for the Wayanad Lok Sabha
seat in Kerala presents another crucial contest. Speculation is rife that Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra may make her electoral debut from this constituency, adding a sig-
nificant dimension to the Congress's campaign strategy.Elections in India are not
only a period of heightened activity for political parties but also a monumental task
for the Election Commission and government machinery. Conducting elections in
the country is no small feat, as ensuring a peaceful, free and fair process presents
significant challenge. The upcoming assembly elections in Maharashira and
Jharkhand, along with the bypaolls, will serve as critical indicators of India's evolv-
ing political dynamics. As the states prepare for high-stakes battles, various polit-
ical scenarios could unfold, influenced by factors like coalition sirategies, region-
al issues and leadership challenges. But ultimately it would be the unpredictable
and elusive voters who would decide the fate of the political parties.

Avendr arranges earthen lamps (Diya) for sale, in Bikaner
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Haryana setback exposes
cracks in INDIA Bloc

KALYAN SHANKAR

The Congress defeat has not only dampened the party’s resurgence narrative
but also underscored the need for a recalibrated approach to coalition politics

he Grand Old

Caongress Party faces
criticism from its

INDIA  coalition

partners for mishan-

dling the recent Haryana
Assembly polls, allowing the
BIP to win for a third time
despite ten years of anti-incum-
hency. Most exit polls had pre-
dicted a clear win for the
Congress, but the BIP secured
48 out of 90 seats, a victory even
the BJP itself was surprised by.
A win in Haryana would have
boosted the Congress resur-
ence story. However, Congress
st this ﬁ(}lh Assembly election

recently due to internal con-
flicts, ugdinglo its previous loss-
es in Punjab, Uttarakhand,
Madhya ~ Pradesh  and
Chhattisgarh. It is uncertain
whether the partners will be
united in fighting against the
BJP. Questions like wﬁ'wlhcr an
alliance with AAP would have
favoured Congress to win in the
Haryana polls are being debat-
ed. Secondly, the defeat would
impact the upcoming elections
in Maharashtra and Jharkhand.
The immediate impact of the
Haryana result is likely in seat
sharing in the forthcoming
Assembly elections in Delhi,
Maharashtra and Jharkhand.
Thirdly, it is uncertain whether
the Congress and AAP will
have an a%{": . The AAP has
already said it will go solo. The
INDIA bloc performed well in
the 2004 Lok Sabha paolls due to
its adaptability and compro-
mise. The main aim of the
Coalition was to give a one-to-
one fight with the BJP and not
split the anti-BJP votes. The
Cuoalition put irritable issues on
the back burner and managed
to work well. They functioned
with the sole aim of defeating
the BIP and, to a certain extent,
succeeded. The BIP majority
was reduced, and the govern-
ment had to be formed with the
help of JD {U) and TDE.

The Haryana defeat has altered
the situation within the
Cuoalition, with the INDIA bloc
getting an edge over the
Congress. The partners would
probably deal with a slightly
more restrained and sobered
Congress. No one has said so far
that the INDLA bloc is finished.

On the contrary, Samajwadi
Party leader Akhilesh Yadavs
statement a day after the
defeat indicated that the
alliance with Congress would
continue. Akhilesh said, "I
want to say that the INDIA
bloc will be there. The UP
and Congress alliance will
remain intact..” The Aam
Admi Party has said it will go
solo in the Delhi Assembly
poll, while it allied with the
Congress in the Lok Sabha
polls three months ago.
Congress won no seat.

The other allies criticise
Congress for its overconfi-
dence and rigid attitude
toward seat sharing. The
msu?ml Congress, which
had doubled its tally in the
Lok Sabha polls, weakened
after its Haryana shocker.
Most exit polls suggested an
astounding win for Congress
in Haryana because the B[P
faced a 10-year anti-incum-
bency and dealt with a sec-
tion of disgruntled people.
However, the BJP sprung a
surprise and registered its
most impressive victory in
Haryana.

Mo party has ever won a third
term in the rural state.
Discussions occur_between
the Congress, the Shiv Sena

LETTERS AR AN

THE MAIN AIM OF
THE COALITION WAS
TO GIVE A ONE-TO-
ONE FIGHT WITH
THE BJP AND

NOT SPLIT THE
ANTI-BJP VOTES.
THE COALITION PUT
IRRITABLE

ISSUES ON

THE BACK BURNER
AND MANAGED

TO WORK WELL

(Uddhav) and the Nationalist
Congress Party in
Maharashtra. Congress needs
to be maore responsive to the
seat-sharing formula and
Sena’s demand for Thackeray
to be projected as the CM5
face even before the polls.
The AAP won no seat in the
Haryana election but got
roughly 1.78 per cent of the
voites.
It would have undoubtedly
added to the INDIA blocs
kitty if Congress had allied
with AAF. According to Shiv
Sena leader Sanjay Raut, the
Congress ignored the small-
er parties and their offers for
collaboration. Leaders from
the Trinamool Congress,
AAP, Shiv Sena [Udéha\'}.
National Conference, RJD,
Nationalist Congress Party,
and others were critical of the
Congress for messing up the
Haryana polls. Shiv Sena
mouthpiece Saamna said,
“Mo one thought the BJP
government would be elect-
ed in Haryana again. It seemns.
Congress's overconfidence
and arrogance of local
Congress leaders led to the
party’s defeat” the Marathi
aper said in its editorial on
cdnesday. Repeating the
formula adopted during the

Lok Sabha polls for seat shar-
ing is crucial, at least in the
Maharashtra and [harkhand
palls. The subdued Congress.
will not have the upper hand
in seat sharing with most of
its allies. The present mood
in the INDIA coalition must
impact Congress's relations
with its partners,
The Opposition may not be
able to withstand any more
shocks. Congress must focus
on the 286 seats in a direct
fight with the BJF. The 2024
polls proved the Congres'
strike rate against the BJP
rose to 29 per cent from 8 per
cent in 2019. Significantly,
the number of seats in w}u'n:{|
the Congress fought with
the BJP was 286, down from
370 in 2014.Congress came
to power in 2004 and 2009
because of its cordial rela-
tionships with the partners.
The onus for keeping the
alliance is broadly on the
Congress. It must realise that
every partner, small or big, is
essential. Congress has had
introspection sessions, and
Panchmadi and Shimla are
good examples. It is time for
one more such session.
(The writer is a popular
columnist; views are
personal)

Why Indian women deserve

support, not judgement

We must start questioning the unrealistic expecrations placed on women and

INDIA-CANADA DIPLOMATIC CRISIS

RACHMNA LAKHPATI

inculeate a culture that promotes shared responsibilities and duties

ingly taking on obliga-
|Jnt§JI§ that cxgced 55 hDﬁIﬁ
per week. They manage to
pursue their professional
carcers while also managing
a household—what one may
refer to as the “second job” It
reveals an unsettling fact
about the intimidating pres-
sure on women to perform
above their capabilities.
Although this problem
between job and private life
affects women a]fnmu the
world, it is especially difficult
for Indian women due to cul-
tural expectations, societal
standards and the long-held
conviction that they “must do
itall”
The question arises: why is
there so much pressure on
Indian women to them-
selves beyond their breaking
point? The answer lies in
deeply ingrained gender roles
societal expectations.
While strides have been made

in women's emp

Ind.ian WOITIED AT increas-

to continue fulfilling tradi-
tional roles has not dimin-
ished. Instead, it has expand-
ed, creating an unsustain-
able juggling act.

Are women taken for grant-
ed? In many ways, yes. The
concept that women are born
tor balance this act manifests
itself in the belief that they can
casily handlea high-demand-
ing profession while also serv-
ing as primary carers, home-
makers, and support for the

the onus of managing the
houschold and caring for
children continues to largely
fall on their shoulders, even as
they excel in their careers.

As more women enter the
wiorkiorce and pursue profes-
sional goals, the expectation

rest of the ded family.
However, such an as tion
ignores the impact on their
ysical and mental well-
cing. Each woman's drive is
influenced by the societally
imposed “superwoman”
image, which puts undue
pressure on them. And when

they falter, they are unfairly
judge

But why should society judge
women for trying to manage
the impossible? The expecta-
tions placed on women often
come with little recognition or
appreciation for the sacri-
fices they make. Instead,
when women struggle or
choose to prioritise one aspect
of their life over ano?l?wl,
they are met with criticism
rather than compassion.
This is especially true for
those who lack a strong sup-
port system. If a woman does
not have family members
willing to share the load of
child-rearing or houschold
management, she is left to
carry an even heavier burden.
Should she be judged for

this? Absolutely not.
Let us not forget that many
Indian women are also teach-
ers, a profession that requires
nurturing, patience and a
relentless: dedication to the
betterment of future genera-
tioms.
These women are shaping
young minds in the classroom
while simultaneously caring
for their own families at
home. The least society can
da is give them the space and
freedom they deserve, with-
out the ww:i;ﬁl of judgement.
Ifs time we, as a society,
recognise that womens wor
is not measured by their abil-
ity to “do it all” We must start
questioning the wnrealistic
expectations placed on them
and, instead, advocate for a
culture that promotes shared
responsibilities. Supporting
women in their endeavors—
whether in their careers or at
home—by giving them the
freedom to make choices
without judgment is essential.
Only 1.'h]cn can we begin to
alleviate the unnecessary pres-
sures that have, for too long,
weighed on the shoulders of
Indian women.
(The author is a motivation-
al speaker and a freelance
writer; views are personal)

Madam — Apropos to the article
— 'Sourin§ relations; on October 16. India
is withdrawing its High Commissioner

from Canada after Canadian PM Justin
Trudeau again accused India of master-

minding the June 18, 2023, killing of
Khalistani terrorist Hardeep 5 Nijjar
outside the Guruy Manak Gurdwara in

Surrey, British Columbia. Trudeau's
accusation and mischaracterisation of
India is based on the American intelli-
gence's raw data supplied to Canada.
But, Sikh militants in both Canada and
California are deeply involved in organ-
ised crime and gang violence. Perhaps,
Trudeau believed the volume and fre-
q,;lcnc}' of the accusation could trump
the truth. He also may believe that dou-
bling down on Sikh militants might win
him’ votes in key districts. On both
points, he is wrong. After Khalistani ter-
rorists blew up Air India Flight 182,
ignorance can be no excuse anut the
movement’s lethality. Left unchecked, the
Khalistani extremists Trudeau's govern-
ment shelters can be as lethal as Al
Qaeda. The movement would be impo-
tent without funding, however. Here,
Canadian banks are as complicit as the
Arab and Somali hawala agents who ulti-
mately helped move money around
prior to ﬂJPQacda’s 1998 East Africa
embassy bombings and the September
11, 2001, terror attacks in New York and
Washington. Hence, Canada is guilty of
abetting terrorism.

. N Sadhasiva Reddy | Washington

END COMMUNAL VIOLENCE

Madam— It is indeed a matter of con-
cern that communal clashes are again
showing their ugly faces. No religion can
recommend violent reactions for any
reason. But every religion suggests
being patient even under utter provoca-
tion. Therefore, clash in the name of God
and religion is only an organised attempt
to disturb peace and take undue advan-
tage of it. But the history is clear with
its messages that such cKau\'im'sLs can

Firecracker ban insufficient

imposes ban on firecrackers to combat air
pollution” {October 15). Besides the
increasing population density, the air in Dalhi
remains polluted and it is baing nhalad by the
majority of the populace and people commut-
ing thera. Recantly, the AQI level i shawing

This refars to the news, “Delhi gowarnment

attract some people for sometime but
notall for all the times. People have their
basic livelihood issues and any group
interested in relieving them of their
plights should come out with construc-
tive ideas and suggestions.
But sharpening the frictions and pro-
maoting cEshcs should be understood by
the people as anti-social acts that aim at
reaping advantages for the self or the
group. If any group plans to promote its
cause by promoting differences and vio-
lent reactions, it should remember that
the results of such activities will be only
negative in the long run and the gains,
if any, will be purely ephemeral.
However, it is for the people to identi-
fy such persons and groups and keep
Iﬁcm at a distance without falling prey
to their deceptive traps.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

LIMIT SCREEN TIME

Madam — In our daily lives, mindless
scrolling on social media has turned into
an addiction fuelled by the constant
overflow of news and information.

alarming conditians.
Apparantly the decision of the Delhi gowsrn-
ment ta ban the production, starage, sala and
use of firecrackers fill January 25 seams to
halp in raducing the warsaning pallution con-
ditian, but it will irritate the majority of Hindus
in view of the upcoming Chhath pooja and
Diwak festivals.
The State BJP Presidant Virendra Sachdeva
has raissd a valid question to the Delhi gov-
arnment that the main rezsons for pollution
are tha burning of stubbla in the neighbour-
ing state of Punjab and dust is fiying on many
broken roads. Delhi Pradesh Congrass
Committee President Dewendra Yadav has
argued the bitter truth that the arrangements
made ta control pollution have been inade-
guats. it wawld ba better to discourage the wse
of firecrackars in social and religiows events.
Yugal Kishore Sharma | Faridabad

People often find themselves endlessly
scrolling through content without any
specific purpose. We must try to
acknowledge that this scrolling addiction
can lead to a decrease in cognitive abil -
ity leading to various psychological
disorders, or sometimes it may also ham-
per the mental well-being of an individ-
ual, resulting in a reduction and a lack
of focus and attention while doing any
job or specific task. Scrolling might give
us temporary pleasure, but at what
cost?
We are just making ourselves more vul-
nerable and slowly becoming a puppet
of social media and mubiE: phones.
Serting a limit on scrolling, planning a
digital free period, and bringing offline
leisure activities into our daily routine
can help an individual to alleviate this
dangerous addiction. So, don't lose
Er.mrsc][ fior some momentary pleasure
ecause ultimately health is wealth.
Meha Tomar | Ufjain
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REVIVING
FAMILY BONDS

A family can transform a person into an achiever
by right encouragement and support

RASYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJI

mall farmily, Happy family (Chihota Parivar-Sukhi Pariwar) & ‘Hum

Do Hamare', these twa jingles coined by the administration had

changed the family planning Scenario in India over the years. But
it's s ironic that despite becoming the first country to adopt a nation-
al policy for limiting a great Indian prociivity, India is expected to over-
take China in 2034, At the time of independence, there were 345 mil-
lion Indians. The world took 454 years to go from 345 million in 1310
AD to a billion, but India took just 52 years. Looking at the above facts
and figures one wondears as to what would be the societal structure in
a country that takes the burden of a population of a billion peaple. Sadly,
the situation is quite grim, because today we see fewer families and more
individuals living their lives on their terms with an 'l care a damn atti-
tude” which is quite common in the metropolis.
Qur forefathers were brought up with strong family values, but with pass-
ing time and ever-changing scenarios, today those core values have been
|eft behind to adopt new so-called modern values. s so unfortunate
that today very few of us know the importance of living or growing up
in & family. One must understand the fact that a family is the first school
whesre the literate and the illiterate have got their first lessons in the art
of living and values, traditions, customs and conventions. Also in a fam-
ily, everyone feels secure and protected. Everyone feels strong because
of the strength of the family. Everyone feels that others welcome him
or her. Everyone feels a kind of support, sustenance and encourage-

: 1

e -
. L e,
mend. It is, therefore, essential to help and faciitate the growth of good
supportive families for foundation as a tamily tradition rather than pro-
moting an individualistic liestyle for the sake of the nexd Gen & future
to come.
There is same kind of magnetic force that holds the members of a fam-
ily together. In other words, it is a feeling of closeness and belonging:
niess in the mind of every person and the feeling of acceptance on the
part of the whole group that gives it the nomenclature of a family. This
feeling of acceptance is always based on the feeling of mutual love, loy-
alty and trust and also understanding and accommodation. Today we
see that families are spliting up.
Certain values like mutual affection, love & genuine caring that make a
tamily work are vanishing because everyane wants to live an indepen-
dent life without any kind of family interference. Howewer, if the younger
ones continue to give regard to the elders and the elders continue to
give love to the younger ones, then the family life will continue to be
undisturbed and everyone will act responsibly. But, if each one gives up
their responsibiity and the feeling of concem for others, then cracks would
appear and get deeper. Hence to preserve the family structure & tradi-
tion, one needs to have tolerance, sobriety & humility because family
is very essential to civilised iife, be it a spiritual family or the society as
atarmily or of nations. Hence we should consader family as a place whese
we can work for physical, mental, moral and spiritual growth and can
create an environment where others also can grow. A family can change
@ person info a great leader, disciplinarian, soldier, criminal or scholar
by encouraging or discouraging, supporting or condemning certain pos-
itive or negative traits in him.
We must, therefore, pay altention to the transformation of families because
families are the breeding grounds for good or bad human beings. So,
et s awak ople o observe family such as mutual kove, trust,
i i and care for the weldbeing
of others, the spirit of adjustment, tolerance, responsibility and coopes-
ation because if these family values flourish, the nation and the whole
humankind will flourish too.

(Witer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist; wews

are personal)

Stubble burning crisis
needs practical solutions

BISWAJEET
BANARJE

Without swift and sustained efforts, northern India would face yet another year
of deteriorating air quality, leaving millions to grapple with bad air quality

-

he Supreme Court has taken a
strong stance against the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) for its
failure to control stubble burn-
ing, a major contributor to air pollution
in Delhi-NCR. The court’s rebuke, deliv-
ered during a hearing on October 3,
emphasised the need for effective
ground-level interventions and ques-
tioned why the Commission had not
implemented any provisions of the rele-
vant Act to curb pollution from crop
residue burning. Stubble burning, espe-
cially in the northern states of Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, has been a
environmental challenge for years.
crs often resort to burning crop
residue after harvesting paddy and wheat
due to the increasing mechanisation of
farming, the use of combined harvesters,
a shortage of labour, and rising labour
costs, This practice, prevalent in October
and November following the paddy har-
vest, results in the release of large
amounts of particulate maiter into the
atmosphere, contributing to the haz-
ardous air quality in Delhi-NCR.
The Supreme Court’s criticism of the
CAQM reflects a broader frustration over
the Commissions inability to effective-
ly tackle this issue. Despite being set up
three years ago o address pollution in the
National Capital Region and surround-
ing areas, the CAQM has been criticised
for its slow pace and lack of tangible out-
comes. The court particalarly highlight-
ed that the Commission meets only once
every three months, a frequency deemed
inadequate for addnessing a recurring cri-
sis like stubble burning,
Moreover, the Commission has issued
only 82 directives since its inception, a
number that the court described as
insufficient to deal with the scale of the
problem. A significant concern raised by
the Supreme Court is the lack of adequate
staffing within the pollution control
boards of Delhi-NCR and other affect-
ed states, including Uttar Pradesh. The

FARMERS OFTEN

RESORT TO

BURNING CROP
RESIDUE AFTER
HARVESTING

PADDY AND

WHEAT DUE TO
THE INCREASING
MECHANISATION
OF FARMING, THE

USE OF
COMBINED

HARVESTERS, A
SHORTAGE OF
LABOUR, AND

RISING LABOUR

COSTS

court ordered that these vacant
posts be filled by April 30, 2025,
to improve monitoring and
enforcement  capabilities.
Effective staffing is critical for
implementing measures on the
ground, particularly when deal-
ing with farmers who rely on
burning crop residue as a quick
and cost-effective way to clear
their fields.

Despite repeated interventions
from both the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) and the Supreme
Court, stubble burning incidents
continte to surge. Last year alone,
more than 33,000 incidents of
stubble burning were recorded in
Punjab, even after explicit
instructions to engage with farm-
ers to explore alternatives. The
lack of a coordinated effort
between the state governments
and the CAQM has only exacer-
bated the pollution crisis during
the winter months.

Turning Stubble into a
Resource: While the focus
remains on the failures of the
CAQM and the continued chal-
lenges in states like Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh has emerged as a notable
example of how stubble can be
managed more sustainably. The
state has successfully implement-
ed initiatives that transform stub-
ble into an energy resource and
natural fertiliser, benefiting both
the environment and the agricul-
tural community.

The key to this transformation
has been the establishment of
Compressed Biogas (CBG) plants
that convert crop residue into
encrgy and high-quality compost.
This approach has not only
addressed environmental con-
cerns but has also created an
additional income stream  for
farmers, who sell stubble as raw

material for the CBG process. In
this way, stubble has shifted from
being a burden to becoming a
valuable asset in Uttar Pradesh's
rural economy. As of last year,
Uttar Pradesh led the country in
CBG production, with ten oper-
ational plants, Currently, 24 CBG
units are active, and another 93
are under construction. The state
aims to have more than 100 CBG
plants crj\craliuna] soon, a goal
endorsed by Union Petroleum
and Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri. During a
March 2024 announcement, he
highlighted the state’s plan to
double its bio-coal and biodiesel
production by 2025. The success
of CBG production in Uttar
Pradesh has been bolstered by the
Uttar Pradesh State Bio-Encrgy
Policy 2022, which offers various
incentives for establishing bio-
CNG and CBG units using agri-
cultural waste.

The policy aims to set up CBG
rlum s in every district, providing
ocal solutions for managing
stubble while promoting energy
self-sufficiency. A significant
milestone in this journey was the
inauguration of a CBG plant in
Dhuriyapar, Gorakhpur, on
March 8, 2023, by Union
Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri and Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. The plant, built
tor Rs 165 crore, processes 200
metric tonnes of straw, 20 metric
tonnes of press muod, and 10
metric tonnes of cattle dung
daily. It produces 20 metric
tonnes of biogas and 125 metric
tonnes of arganic manure, con-
tributing to higher agricultural
yields while ICI}:CII}B Ecpcndcn-
cy on chemical fertilisers. This ini-
tiative allows farmers to diversi-
fy their income sources and play

a crucial role in the energy sec-
tor. By reducing the practice of
stubble burning, the state is mak-
ing strides in environmental pro-
tection. The Yogi Adityanath
overnment has expressed confi-
ﬁcncc that the enhanced produc-
tion of bio-coal and biodiesel will
help reduce air pollution in the
region over the next five years.
The Supreme Court’s critique of
the CAQM underscores the
urgency of finding a balanced
approach to stubble burning that
respects both environmental con-
cerns and the practical chal-
lenges faced by farmers. Uttar
Pradesh’s model of convertin,
stubble into a resource coul
serve as a blueprint for other
states grappling with similar
issues. However, the broader
challenge remains: implementing
such solutions at scale requires
consistent policy support, ade-
quate resources, and a willingness
to engage wit firectly.
The court's ve for the
CAQM to improve its approach
and for state governments to fill
vacant posts by 2025 is a step
towards accountability.
Yet, the real test will lie in trans-
lating these directives into action
before another winter brings the
familiar, suffocating haze back to
the skies of Delhi-NCHR. The
question remains whether the
CAQM, in partnership with state
governments, can adapt and
adopt innovative solutions like
those seen in UP. Without swift
and sustained efforts, the region
risks facing another year of dete-
riorating air quality, leaving mil-
lions to grapple with the health
consequences of inaction.
(The writer is Associate Editor,
The Pioneer; views expressed
are persoral)

Urbanisation and youth: Building a healthier future amid rapid growth
By 2050, with 70 per cent of the global population expected to live in cities, engaging youth in shaping sustainable urban future is more crucial than ever

rbanisation, an engine
tor economic prosper-
ity and resources, sits at

the centre of modernit
impacts health outcomes. With
rapid urbanisation, the UN
projects that by 2050, 7 of 10
peaphe will live in cities, and
the youth will likely be the
most dominant population.
The future will be forged by the
ever-increasing F]uha] youth,
who are integral to playing a
dynamic and revolutionary
role in creating and building
strong, jmnpm\ue.. sustain-

able, and vibrant societies. In
recent years, international
organisations have empha-
sised the meaningful involve-
ment of youth as vital to accel-
erating progress towards the
SDGs while development con-
tinues to grow glom'.

The approach also coincides

ASHWAIT SINGH

with this year's message of
World HaLiIal Day, which
focuses on “engaging youth to
create a better urban future”
However, while we work
towards engaging the new
generation in planning their
u]:hanhples_ﬂ_:l and future
throug rticipatory process-
csamrlo?:l ]mxrd{i}m‘\pm—
tunities, ensuring their healthy
livelihood is imperative.
Urbanisations positive attri
utes also mask the inequalities

that exist within it. Not all city
residents experience or can
access these benefits equally.
For instance, 40 per cent of
Indias population will reside in
the urban setup by 2030, with
24 per cent being the youth
(15-29), making it a relatively
voung country, Although rapid
urbanisation will continue to
improve Indias average house-
hold socio-economic condi-
tion and child health status, it
is expected to disproportion-
ately affect the health of urban
youth, who are likely to
ccome more vulnerable to
health challenges.
Urbanisation without account-
ing for the primary healthcare
amenities results in significant
health disparitics. As gentrifi-
cation grows with urbanisa-
tion, a large chunk of the
vouth is likely w reside in

I’%I'__

urban slums and low-income
arcas. These arcas carry dis-
tinct health challenges that are
influenced by broader socio-
economic determinants such
as poverty, education and
employment.

Youth from low-income fam-
ilies and areas are more likely
to face barriers to accessing
education, which in turn lim-
its job opportunities and per-
petuates a cycle of poor health
outcomes,

These informal settlements
may sit adjacent to an affluent
neighbourhood. Still, the peo-
T!Ic%i\-ing there lack access to
safie water and sanitation infra-
structure, becoming hotspots
for waterborne and vector-
barne diseases due to flooding,
open sewers, and overcrowd-
ing. With such poor hygiene,
increased rates of malnutrition

among children and young
adults worsen the burden of
discases.

In addition to infectious dis-
eases, urban youth in lower-
income areas are increasingly
exposed to non-communica-
ble discases such as diabetes
and hypertension, which are
often exacerbated by poor
dliet, stress, and lack of access
to carly diagnosis or regular
hiealth checkups.

These substantial regional dis-
parities affecting urban youthis

living and health conditions
are also caused by the
inequitable distribution of clin-
ics and healthcare centres,
which limits care options.
According to NFHS-3, only
399 per cent of urban poor
children get full immunisation
compared to 65.4 per cent of
urban non-poor children.
Lower vaccination rates and a
lack of awareness of ongoing
health issucs negatively impact
school attendance and cogni-
tive development.

The National Urban Health
Mission (NUHM), launched
in 2013, has been instrumen-
Ia_]rm meeting IIhE' rt];ul:u:nw

to choose public over costly
private services. Among the
other initiatives to focus on
urban youth health, the
Mational Youth Policy (NYP)
2021 outlines a 10-year vision
for youth development by
2030, aligning with the United
Mations’ SDCis.

The NYP prioritises youth
health as essential for Indiss
haolistic growth and progress by
addressing critical health com-
ponents of urban youth and
acknowledging mental health,
Further, Indials pioncering step
towards building inclusive
health that benefits all and
focuses on the youth also
found ¢ in the

tal public health T!r'mri!’ics for
urban settings.

Over the years, NUHM has
improved access to health-
care, allowing the urban poor

recent G20 New Dedhi Leaders'
Declaration in 2023,

The report encompasses ways
to eliminate hunger and mal-
nutrition and advance with

more health collaborations,
especially when facing chal-
lenging mental health. While
ﬂcﬂi.cich like NUHM and NYP
ave made strides in address-
ing urban youth health, more
needs to be done and imple-
mented to improve primary

healthcare. s
Many urban healthcare centres
still struggle with under-
staffing, lack of resources, and
accessibility issues for slum-
dwedling youth. To ensure that
Indias urban youth thrive, it is
crucial to increase investments
in health services, priorit
mental health care, and con
ue engaging youth in the deci-
sion-making process for urban

development.

(The writer is the Founder
and Managing Director of
IPE Global; views expressed
are personal)
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Priyankas debut

Wayanad marks a new chapter for Congress

RIVANKA Gandhi Vadra's candidacy from

anad marksa significant development for

the Congress party. Entering the electoral fray

five years after her active political engage-

ment began, Privanka's nomination 1o con-

test the bypoll on November 13 is a step toward consol-

idating the Gandhi family's influence within
Parliament.

Priyanka's journey in the l}-muﬁs h]st-wlw:r.lm.m
behind-th sup port tofiro hip, show-
casing her strategic acumen and ability to connect with
the masses. She initially focused on strengthening the
jparty’s organisational base, especially in regions where
it had weakened, such as Uttar Pradesh. Her successful
campaigns in Himachal Pradesh and role in the 2024
Lok Sabha dections, where the Congress improved its
seat tally, have cemented her reputation as a key figure.
Her Wayanad camy leverages this h, focus-
ing on regional issues while presenting hn as a familiar
Gandhi figure. Posters declaring her as “Wayanad inte
Priyankari" (Wayanads beloved) reflect growing local
support. She has promised o continue Rahul's work in
the constituency. Though the Congress adopted a “one-
family-one-ticket” rule ot its Udaipur Chintan Shivie in
2022, Priyanka's candidacy underscores the rule’s flex-
ibility for seasoned family members who meet the five-
year party commitment eriterion. This exception, alss
applied to Rahul, reflects the Congress’s continued
reliance on the Gandhis’ influence,

The bypollis sgnificant beyond Wayanad as it tests
the Congress's new direction with Priyanka ot the
el If she wins, her role could ghift from famdly figure
to influential palitical leader, strengthening the Con-
gress's position to contest BJP palicies. Heropponents
in Wayanad inchude the BJF, which is aiming to expand
its base in Keraly, and the CPIM), which has a deep-
rooted base inthe Left-keaning state, Privanka is poksed
to navigate these ideological challenges in her bid
redefine her role in politics and come out of the coat-
tafls of Rahul and Sonia.

Omar takes charge

Alot riding on new J&K CM

HE first Chief Minister of the Union Teritory
of Jammu and Kashmir, Omar Abdullah,
bringswith himawealth of expedence, having
served as the Chief Minister of the erstwhile
state from 2009 0 2004. Even before the
National Conference leader took cath, the inhouse disor-
derwasout in the open. The Congress party, the NCs pre-
pollaliance partner, ha s dedded tostay out of the go
ment. The numbers are on Omars side and there s little
reason 1o expect any instability, Whatever the Congress’
ompulsions, it has set offa buzz of uneasiness within the
cnmp. There awe oeonshons that demand a mature stance.
The presence of the Gandhi siblings, the Congress chief
and other INDIA bloe me mbers at the: swearing-in cone-
rvuwlu].l short inconveving s messageof un ﬂyunr]}npt.
pti terand el Course- o called for.
Ironically, nn affirmation of orderliness has come
firom ur riers. The Lie G has
assured the UTs first edected government that there will
be no cause for confrontation from his side. The rosd
ahend i uncharted territory, but right words said at the
right moment signify a welcome positive start, There's
Ibeen a paradigm shiftin J&Ks polity in the Last 10 years.
Despite the roadblocks, the restoration of democratic

bl It is now up o
the m:hc "1'!'.’91 ntatives to live up to their promises,
d isthe new all political goalpost.

O the ground, the d 1
flcult to fulfil, The people of the viokence-hit region are
yearning for a change that directly impacts their ives —
less of politics, more of developmental activity and
redress of local grievances, That's where Omar Abdullah
needds to invest his energy in. A Lot is riding on him,

Al & other lessons from the Nobels

They once more demonstrate that fundamental research is vital for knowledge creation

A

DINESH € SHARMA
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

NE technology that
islinked to both the
physics and chem-
istry Nobel prizes
this year is antificial

inteligence (AD. The physics

laureates — John Hopfleld and

Geoflrey Hinton — applied prin:

ciples and tools of physics Lo

dhevelop methocls that have fadl-
itated machine learning. Hop-
field wsed the principle of stomic
spintocreate o structure that cun
store and reconstruct informae

tion, while Hinton invented a

method that can independently

liscover properties in data fom-
ing the basis for the large artifi-
cial neural networks now in use.

These discoveries, over the

dhecades, have helped powerful

compaters mimie human fune
tions like memory and learning,
“The chemistry Nobel has gone

1o David Baleer of the Unbeersity of

Washington; Demis Hassabis and

Jubn M Jumper of Google Deepy

Mind. Baker has been awarded for

his work on [0S

LONG-TERM

SECUENCES,

The physics, chemistry and
medicine Nobel prizes again
demonstrate that fundamen tal
research is vital for knowledge
areation and there is no sulb
tute for busbe research. This: point
has o be reemphasised in the
Indian contexd because every
time, we bemoan that no Indian
has got a Nobel for scientific
research done in India after CV
Raman. Hangobind Khomna, §
Chandrasekhar — and  Venki
Ramak righnan won ther Nobes
fior resenrch conducted in forelgn
universities. Along with applied
research and technology develop-

tein design and the DeepMind
researchers get the other half of
the prize for developments in pro-
e structure prediction. Proteing
areessential for od ks functions

ment, sustained investments are
needded in fundamental research
for break throu ghs,

The Nobel is usually given for
|1|‘th|:|\'ukan| work that leads to

inliving bodbes. Th
Iy folded, depending on their
atomie structure and witer mole-
cubes surrounding them. In a sine
Bl protein, therecould be tillions
of polential intemctions, creating
countless possible shapes. Buker
dheveloped computational tools for
designing new proteins, which, in
turn, has opened the door for new
theraples and treatmentis. The
Google DeepMined rescarchers
have developed an Al system
called AlphaFild that predicts the
three<limensional  structune of
profeins from thelr amino add

ds anl fechnolo-
es. Hopfeld, who is 81, began
working on what came © be
leneram as the Hoplield network'
aned assocative memory in e
1980s. So did Hinton, with his
‘Boltzmann  machine'  method.
Their methods  oabled  the
machine  lamning  revolution
decades lnter, in 2010, And finally,
we have consumer products like
ChatGPT  Similarly, chemistry
Tnuaresate Bk has beens workdngg
on protein structures for decades.
Hee: come wp with the first tool for
protein - strecure  prediction,

There is nosubstitute
rch, This
pointhas o be
re-cphasised in
the Indian context
because we bemoan
that no Indian has got
a Nobel for scientific

chdonein

| reseaach for reakihroughs. mums

oulliers in data and mensure dis-
Emilanities in data points. Subse-
quently, Mahalanobis Distance
found wide applications in com:
puter scenoe and AL At the Indian
Statisticnl Institute (151) foundisd
by him, Mahalanobis recognised
the importanoe of cybernetics and
inwited its phonees Norbert Wimer
o spend time in the institute as a
visiting professor in 1955, Wiener
initiaterd 151 researchers like D

his contributions, Reddy was giv
enthe Turing fevasd —considered
the Nobed of computer scienoe —
in 10M. His contribution to the
i el blocks off Al s as seminal
as that of 224 Nobe winners.

“The Nobsed for Al-redated discov-
eries comes with wamings about
the potentinl dangerof e technol-
oy from the two plonesrs. Hinton
has called Al chatbots ‘quite soury”
afer be quitthe position he hedd in
Google's Al division, He also fears
that the widespread use of Al
coubd widen economic disparities
i society as the incrensed produe
tivity aned wesal th duse 1o Al woukl
anly help the fich, Al eould gobile
g ot of munsdane jobs.

o reciress such impacts of Al on
imepiality, Hinton hassakl that the
povanments shoukl consider a
system of universal basie income
for thase imyocted, Semilarky, Hop-
fhekl has signed petitions calling
for strong controls of technology
and risk anclbenefil analysis of Al
He fears mesw applioations of Al
couldd lend 1o a dystoplan socety
maggimed by Geonge Orwell.

Coming bock w0 India's Nobel
drought, we nead to introspect.
The Central govermment has final-

lised o mew mecha-

jesh Datta Majumder to work in
jottermn recognition, fuzzy logh
and neural networkcs.

I 1966, ) Reskly. a yourngg Inck-
m doctor] student in Amerion,
poneemd the development of gys-
fems for recognising continuous
speech. He deveoped a new sys-
tem called Hewrsay [ for continu-

alter CV Raman,  ous speech recognition. Along

with givirg com puters thecapalil -

F— y o memonise and leam like
Ruwsetta, by 1068, Ihuamans, muking them copable of
The edifice of Al is based on  wecognising hurman speech was a
wtedover  aiticl step 1s nchieving AL

the decnces. Not many know that  Reckdy lter developed Hearsay 11,
Inclan sdentists have also con-  Harpy and Drugon systems, which

tribuited to this process. A o time
wIwnAl mnmu1mngu: w

arethe basis ofcommendal speech
moognition technology used in
s well s robots,

the athen-
lun of scentists abong with the
cevedopment of digital computers
i the 10508, physicist-umed-sta-
istician Prsanta Chundra Maha-
lanobisdevelopeda conceptwhich
came to be known as the Maha-
lanobis Distance. It helps detect

Il(-tlt[\fki\uuhmrmnhlmmﬂ
was the blackboard model for
onomdinating multiphe knowbedge
sourcess and it has found wide
applications in Al, Bke voice con-
tod of mobots and speakeerinde-

by
nism to fund research, the Anue
sandhan  National  Resenrch
Roundabion, but the funding pth.
wiys are still unchenr, If Inclia
aspires W0 make o mark in the
world of sehnce, basie research in
universities and libs ghould get
e uabe ard continuous support.
This is o longterm game. The
foous on applied research, incme
Ennovation mnd technology
devdopment helps meet immedi-
e socsetal and inddustrial needs.
So, we will have to strike a bal
anoe betwen tasic research and
technology  while  allocating
resourees, The private sector, oo,
should draw lessons from this
wvears Nobel The chemistry
Nobel has been shared by
resenrchers from Google, refleat-
ingg the deepinvestments the com-
pany has msde in bosic reeach,
Whichewer way one looks, there is
no magic wand or recipe for get:
thng a Mln'hﬁ'rr lun umlm«l

pendent speech o R

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.
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Kohat
WE are bound 1o repeat that the position as regards the Kohat
“imvestigotion” as dnrkuul unh— n-u-m Simla communique is
for from. satisf " says the
“have been Irnruhnl delayed by the falure of the Kohat Hin-
dus, now in Rabvanpindi, W appear before Uhe Chief Commis-

sioner as requested, but satisfactory progress with the inquiry

has nevertheless been made.” Ttis not at all dear how satisfacto-
ry progress with the enguiry could have been misde ot all if, s it
statec in the communigue, the Kohat Hindus new in Rawalpin-
di have failed o appear before the Chief Commissioner. Is it
meant that the enquiry has so far been ex parte and that itis the
e parte encuiry which the authorities consider satisfactory in
view of the circumstances of the case? Or is it meant that

although the Kohat Hindus, now at Rawalpindi, have failed to

appear before the Chief Commissioner as requested, they have
nevertheless helped the investigation in some other and unde.
fiaved way? O finally, does the communique seek to comvey the

impression that although the Kohat Hindus have rendered no

help in the investi gation, the suthorities have nevertheless had
sufMcient impartial evidence of what sctually ook place from
other sources o make it possibile for them o regand the progress
of the enquiry as satisfuctory? [fever there was a matterto which
the Famous dichum of the: Court of Directors, that it is not enough
that justice should be done, but that the parties must be con-
vinced that justice has been done, was strictly applicable, that
matter is Uhe present.

—_— — —
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In fact, the world needs more nerds, —pen Bemanke

My trystwith acting
in Ram Lila

enactment of Ram Lila by the neighbourhood children

was the highlight of pre-Dasehra days, & was a unifying
odcasion for the colony, with people from all reli ghous hues par-
ticipating in it with gusto. The enthusiastic planning and
preparation, along with the collection of funds for this eagerdy
awanited event, would stant many days in advance,

The probable sctors for the performance would be sounded
at the daily meetings, the teenaged director would suddenly
assume o lurger than- e persona, te scripl was taken out and
dhu stex] while parents theew appreciative glances at the activi-
1y, All chikdren would contribute one mpee each o meet the
EXpenses.

‘These were my initial forays into the realm of acting and 1
happily chose W play the role of Sita. Those days, hardly any
girls would participate in the show. Sita’s makeup took the
longest time and was the most elaborate. 1 was awed by the
alternate red and white dots the makeu p didi placed around
the eyelrows. Since 1 had curly, small hair o nylon wig was
fixed over my ke head. Despite the suppressed smiles of my
co-actors, [ Felt ecstatic.

In that soene, the vile Rovan was at Sita's doorstep, in dis-
guise, with the intention of abducting her and his dialogues
weere lengthy: A bit tired and sleepy, the Btthe Sita waited with
the ceremondal bilsha in a platter, which also had a lighted
earthen lamp, While Rovan went on with his dialogues, some-
times cajoling and sometimes threatening Sita to come out, |
oz off, taking the support of the pillar.

‘The act went on uninterrupted till t was noticed that my
nylon wig had cought fire from the lamp. Witha sharp reflex,
1 ook it offand threw itaway, much o the amusement of the
audience, Their glee stemmed from seeing o curly, short-
haired and embarrassed Sita. 1 was safely whisked away
bk st e

Om another oocasion, the scene was at the Ashok Vitika
where Sita was kept in captivity. Losd Hanuman's visit was
chue. As per the seript, Hanuman would, on arrival, partake of
some fruit from the trees. Thewfore, some guavas and
bananas were hun g from the props.

Since the performance had stretched intolate evening, | was
hungry. So, the starving Sita plucked a guava and started
enjoying it, till there was o reprimand from the director back-
stage that the fruit was meant strictly for Hanuman, 1 felt
slighted and, in full hearing range of the pacdoed audience,
retorted that 1 too had contributed one rupee, so was entithed
o the: fruit. The loud mar of laughter from the viewers was a
shot in my arm; the fault fnder wis lulled ntoa silence.

My attempt ot acting was, understandably, snubbed the fol-
lowing year

l WAS istudying in class three or four ot that time. The

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Shed non-cooperative attitude

Refer to ‘Farmers refuse o meet Supeme
Count panel’, the farmers’ decigon is unfortu-
maile a8 it is not in their larger interest, AL the
same time, the govemment and the famers
cnnot afford to be at loggerheads for an
uncertain perioel. A sustainable resolution of
fhe farmens” busic grievances has tobe worked

trade and educational exchanges, Although
both countries hove historically mointained
friendly relations, the current situation has
radsee] concems about the future of their Ges.
MAYAN RANAUT, JALANDHAR

Tampering undermines credibility
The rrpmul cashes and uﬂﬁm‘.um of vote:

out. But it maynot be ke i hery
an adamant and non-cooperative attitude,
“Thedr argument that they have not asked the
SC o mtervene is not tenabile.

JAGDISH CHANDER, JALANDHAR

[Erase economic inequalities
Apropos of “Power of institutions”; elfective
and inclusive institutions are an im portant
key for fulfilling the aspirations of India and
various wnits of its federal polity. As per the
study of the winners of the 2024 Nobel for Eco-
nomibes, the policymakers and people of the
states struggling to ameliorate the everwors-
ening conditions, particulady those impact-
ingg their economies, must ensure that their
systems o inclugive. This vision will go s
Bong way in erasing the inequalities,
JAGYINDER SINGH BRAR, PATIALA

Stakeholders need to act in tandem
Refer to*Centrul panel allows DMs to punish
Rax: st on farm fires’; stubble management ks
pos sible for big landholders, but the small

gnal farmers annol alfond the oostly
muchines mequired. So, Usey we left with two
nhrmntnu one {8 to Lum i in U'l" fhelds and

theresidue back intothe
l'h'ilu which is ruther benefical for the next
erop of wheat, experts say, However, to combat
this menace, joint efforts of the Central and
state governments, along with the public, are
requinsd. The low enforcement agencies con-
cernied also need to work in tandem.

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR , ROPAR

in Canada will be hit
Diplomatie relations between India and Cana-
da hive taken a significant hit. Tndia has
oo sedd Canalo of hart

rin g the Punjal elec.
tions radse serious conoems about the safety
andintegrity of our ebectonl process. While the
voler turnout reflects the citizens’ commit-
ment to democracy, Incldents such as ballot
b chestruction and booth<captunng under-
mine the credibility of these elections. The
authorities must take steps o investigate and
prevent such misconduct.
GANGA ARORA, RAJPURA

India-Canada trade at stake
Apropos the artide The larger message from
Ottawa, India has recalled its High Commis.
shoner to Canada Sanjay Verma, along with
other diplomats, Pandering to Khalistani
sympat hisers by Thudeau's Liberal Party has
become its political imperative. Canada is the
18th largest foreign mvestor in India and the
Canadian pension fund has invested $75 bil-
lionin India. It will require careful diplomatic
balancing on the part of both sides o prevent
Jeopardising their mutual stakes,

VINAY SAROHA, KURUKSHETRA

Don't undermine role of EVMs
Refer to EVMs can't be ha ched, will mspond
toall plaints: CEC', it is commendable that
the Chiel Election Commissioner has assamed
the public that all complaints raised by the
Congress will be addressed. The critical moleof
EVMs, which are designed to be highly secure
and resistant Lo tampering, in ensuring fair
L shoulkd not be unch 1. Howev-
er if necessary, improvements to EVMs
should be made to address any trust deficit.
Some international studies have also raised
conoerns about EVM seourity, sug gesting that
experts had tampered with the machines by

suti sts and overlooking wnti-lndia activities on
ts soidl, allegations that Canada has dended, The
eliplomatic friction is also impoctingg the karge
Indian dinspom in Canada as well as bilaterl

the display board with o duplicate,
Given these conoerns, returmning 1o the tried-
and-tested paper ballot may be o viable alter-
native to restare voter con fidence in India,

LI SINGH, AMRITS.AR

Letters 1o the Eior, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-wond kmit,
Thessor ik b cogently wiltlen nd can b sert by e-mall te: Letten@tibumemal.com
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TARA KARTHA
DISTINGUSHED FELLOW,
INSTITUTE OF PEACE AND

CONFLICT STUDIES

USTwhen one thought
that the spat with Cang-
da's Prime Minister
Trudeau couldn’t get
any dirtier, it did. Not
only did his officials threat-
en sanctions on India, but
also went wailing w the
“Five Eyes’ pariners — an
intelligence  grouping that
includes Australia, the UK,
the US and New Zealand —
about the alleged actions of
the Indian government and
its diplomatic corps.
“Trudeau, battling the inse-
curtiesofaminority govern-
ment and facing predictions
from state intelligence about
a public revolt over a dire
EOOnom ic situation, seems o
be hitting out in all direc-
tions, India has now become
a tanget, after he had dodged
accusations about China's
meddling in the 2022 elec-
tions. A recent report by the
Royal Canadian Mounted
Police an ‘Forelgn Interfer-
ence’ in Canada, while not-
ing ‘increased’ Indian activ-
iity, also mentions China 33
times. But while Trudeau's
Foreign Minister Melanie

Joly has threatened sanc-

tions on India, no such
threat has  been  heard
against China. That's unsur-
prising. Exports to China
were about $30 billion while
imports were $80 billion on a
rising curve, With India, it's
Just about $8.4 billion. Mon-
ey talks.

Incdentally, the heavily
medacted report also acouses
another five or more states,
Cleardy  countries  vitally
important o Canada, After a
year of sitting quiet on evic
dence, Thudeau has escalated
the matter, even as calls for
his resignations increase.

He is now calling out the
“Five Eyes' allies in a bid to
gin support. The ‘Five
Eyes is an ‘Anglo-Saxon
only’ club. Oddly, all of these
ountries experienced asud-
den surge of ‘Khalistan'
rampages last year, which
coincided with the Amritpal
Singh episode in Punjab,
The mesdia ran with the story
and a202 | report of a ‘nestof
spies’ by India in Australia
was regurgitated. The head
of Australia’s mteligence
agency very properly refused
1o comment on it

In the present crisis, Aus-
tralia has ssued a guarded
statement, calling upon India
1o respect diplomatic immu-
nity Meanwhile, an Aus-
tralian delegation is in Delhi
for the ‘242" dinlogue. That's
the real world. Trouble dealt
with, and then go on with the
matter in hand, which is o ris-
ing China, now hewvily

OPED
Trouble at home, Trudeau hrttlng outat India

INSECURE: Trudeau is batting Lhe insecunities of a minority govermment. mouins

imvolved in cyber espionage
into Australian business and
povemnment crcles,

The UK Government,
while backing the Canadian
judicial system, has also
beencircumspect. It is worth
noting that Canada has
issued a travel advisory to
the UK, as it was rocked by
far right riots against Mus-
Emis. This is a tricky time to
et into religious spats for
London even as its Khalis-
tani elements read to the
new ‘threal’

New Zealand has only
referred o support on the
‘alleged’ eriminal activities
by India.

The main issue for India

Trudeau’s main
grouse seemsto be
that India is
cooperating with
Washington but not
with Ottawa, Thatis
unreasonable since
Canada has shared
no details for a year.

is the US reaction. The
Washington Post, after run-
ning a routine report, later
carried o damaging story
which not only quoted
Canadian officials naming
Home Minister Amit Shah
as party o the assassing-
tion, but also directly quot-
e from what was supposed
to be a quiet meeting with
NSA Ajit Doval.

It daimed that he had first
denied  all knowledge of
criminal Lawrence Bishnoi,
aceused by Canada of mas-
terminding Hardeep Singh
Nijjar'skilling, but later ‘rat-
tled off' details on Bishnol as
being a person capable of
doing anything,

‘This ks as mischievous as it
gets Fimst, officals never
quotesmsitivemeetings. Sec
ond, thespin on what the NSA
saiel. It is all very unbelievable
and would not have been
deamd for publication with-
out some checking with US
sources in the government.

But the State Department
seems o have other ideas.
While its spokesperson
Mathew Miller reiterated
the ‘serious allegations’, he
underlined that the arrival
of an Indian team, led
reportedly by the Deputy
National Security Adviser
from India on the case on
Gurpatwant Singh Panun,
was entirely ‘coincidental’
and had nothing to do with
the Canadian charges.

In another move, the tweet
that had announced the
arrival of an Indian teamwas
quietly deleted. It ako
appears that the R&EAW offi-
cer, who initisted a reckless
and mysteriously unprofes-
sional operation to hit Pan-
nun, has been armested.

Thudeau's main  gmouse
seemistobe that Indiais coop
erating with Washin gion but
not with Ottawa, That is
unreasonable sinoe Canada
has shared no details for a
year. And given its dealings
with sensitive intelligence
meetings, no one is going o,

Besides, consider the holes
in the story. Anyone with a
basic knosledge of the
bureaucratic system would
know that a home minister
does not order amund the

ambassadors. It is Smply not
his department. And if any-
one says Jaishankar ardered
the kiling, Canacda would be
the laughing stock of much
of the world, The secusation
that Bishnoi carried out the
killing of Nifjar at the behest
of Indian agencies is even
stranger. Apparently, Canacdi-
an intel doesn't read the
news that Bishnol bumped
off a politician whose party
was in alition with the
Bharativa Janata Party,

It also accuses Indian intel
ligence of killing a known
criminal, Sukhdool Singh
Gilll an alleged ally of the
Bambiéha gang. That murder
was claimed by Bishnot, and
his group's feud with the
Bambiha group had been
going on for years, with
killings in both countries
Canada's intergang rivalry
includes not just Sikh
groups but also Mexico
based mrels, among others.

Strangely, Gill's lkilling
occurred a day after India’s
Mational Investigation

Agency marked him as a
wanted terrorist.

Now, the Punnun lot has
announced a $50,000 bounty
for ‘tracking” Indian High
Commissioner to Canada
Sanjoy Kumar Verma Six
Air  India fights have
received bomb threats.

It seems that it's time for
the 'Five Eyes’ to take a
good look at those whom
they have chosen to shelter.
At least a warning, perhaps,
is called for.

Diplomacy, restraint and respect Israels need of the hour

BHARAT HDESAI
DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE FOR
ADVANCED STUDIES IM INTER-
NATIONAL LAW & DIPLOMACY

SIMPLE. mat-
ter-of-fact state-
ment issued by
United Nations
Secretary-Gen-
el (UNSG) Antonio Guter-
res on October 1, caused an
unprecedented  diplomatic
storm, “Tcondermn the broad-
ening of the Middle Exst con-
flict, with escalation after
escalation. This must slop.
We absolutely need a cease-
fire,” the Secretary-General
said in his statement.
Another statement, issued
on the same day on Lebanon
by the Secetary-General's
spoke sperson Stéphane
Dujarric, reflected a similar
concem. The statement read,
“The Seaetary-General is
extremely concerned with
the escalation of the conflid
in Lebanon He appeals for
an immediste ceasefire. An
all-out war must be avoided
inLelanon at all costs.™
Though Gutermes” state-
ment did not mention any
country per s, use of the jar-
gon “escalation afler escala-
tion” and “broadening of the
Middle East conflict” touched
& FW nerve cousing alurm in

QUICK CROSSWORD

Ismel, and drew o swift reace
tion from its combative For-
wign Minister Ismel Katz. The
Foredgn Minister overstepped
the limits of his office to
declare the UN Secretary-
General as persona non grata,
The term is normally used to
expel a diplomat whenever
hisher presence in the coun-
try of hisher posting becomes
‘undezirable’. To equate as
such the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, of which
Israel has been a “difficult’
member since the beginning,
is beyond all canons of law of
international  organisation
and the corpus of immunities
and privileges of the diple-
matic personnel More impor
tantly, the ‘declaration’ by
Katz gbout the UN Semretary-
General does not apply o
: e 5

VISIONARY: UN Secretary Geneml

s et

atatesmian, |nckiding &5 the Prime Minister of Portugasl with him. s

‘The overboard lsrueli mac
thon was unwarranted. Iis a

The UN and its stafl are
governed by a special Cone
vention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United
Nations. Called the "General
Convention”, it was negotiat-
ed and adopted mmediately
after establishment of the
UN. As provided for in Arti
de 105 of the UN Charter, the
Convention was adopted by
the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) at its first sesston on
February 13, 146, (Resolu-
tion 22 A (1), and it entered
into force on September 17,
1646, The General Conven-
tion specifies the notion of
“functional” personality and
immunity of the UN. It cone
tains detailed provisions on
the privileges and mmuni
ties enjoved by UN officials.

dassic ple of "shooting
the messenger' who has
often been troubled by the
habitual and wilful deflance
of international law in the
Middle East by various state
actors (Israel, Iran, etc.) and
nonstate  actors  (Hamas,
Heabollah, Houthi, ete.) The
UN Secretary-General has
sought toact within the remit
of mandate of his office.
However, the tone, tenor and
phrasealogy of the L sracl min-
ister's declaration was not
unexpectad, espedally in the
aftermath of Prime Minister
Netanyahu's defiant address
to the UN General Assembly
on September 27, Indiplomat-
ic padance, any such state-
ment prohibiting entry ofthe
UN Secretary-General is tan-
tarount to ercive setion

‘The Foreign
Minister of Israel
overstepped the

limits of his
office when he
declared the UN
Secretary-( seneral as
PETSONENon grata,

against the Chief Administr-
tive Officer (Astide 97) of the
18-member political omgani-
sution of sovereign stales.

This kind of outburst, how-
ever, is not new in the UN his-
tory. Several other member
countries, some overtly and
others covertly, have sought
to dissuade the Secrelary-
General from visiting their
country. Yet, the sheer weight
of the office of the UN Secre-
tary-General  is  beyond
imsults. All Secretary-Gener-
als, who take their task seri
ously, had to face this profes-
shonal hazard from
ik tempered heads of govern-
ment or their represents-
tives, The UN history is
replete with such stories.

To control the damage,
after adiscussion onthe Mid-
die East situation on October
3, the 15-member UN Securi-

ty Council ssued a joint
statement that indirectly
chided Israel. Expressing its
full support to the Secretary-
General, the Council said,
“Any dedsion nol 1o engage
with the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral or the United Nations is
counterproductive, especial-
Iy inthe context of escalating
tensions inthe Middle East.”

The founders of the UN
Charter envisaged the role of
the ‘secretarial’ (Chapter
XV, Articles 97-101) as a ful-
erum around which the
entire edifioe of the organiss-
tion would revolve, During
hisseven years as the head of
the Secretarial, Guternes has
ey o tradlblazer and sou ght
o walkthe-talk as Haison
officer for all princpal

with facts, figures and nele
vantdata aswell as authentic
updates from the ground
speak for themselves. We
have nol seen in recent
decades a Secretary-General
speaking with such suthen-
tidty, sincerity and candour.

Guterres, especially during
his second term, has shown
that where is a will there is o
way He has drown power
whenever required, as men-
tioned in the Charter Invok-
g his ‘impled powers’,
Guterres ook an unprece-
dented step on Decemnber 6,
2023, by sending aletter tothe
President of the UN Security
Council This letter invoked
Article 89 (Chapter XV) of the
Charter This rarely used pro-
vision can be ‘mrugd asa

argans of the UN. Invokinga
series of nstrumentalities of
annual  reports,  special
reports, periodic updates,
briefings, stalements and as
the most visitle face of the
UN, the Secretary-General
falong with his team) has
been fire-fighting all the
time on literally any issue
‘under the sun’',

The regular updates pro-
vided personally by the Sec
retary-General to the Coun-
cil have become a stuff of
legends. When  Antonio
Guterres walks into the hal-
lowexd chamber of the Securi-
ty Council (or for Uhat matter,
the General Assembly), he
brings along his lifetime
experience as a stalesman,
including as the Prime Min-
ister of Portugal, with him.
The orisp statements, laden

neposory
power conferred upon Ih.
Secretary-General since he
can “bring to the attention of
the Security Council any mat-
ter which in his opinion may
threaten the maintenance of
international peace and seou-
rity”. The Secretary-Gener
al's 2023 letter was propelled
by the “appalling human suf-
fering, physical destruction
and collective triuma soross
Ismmel and the Docupied Pales-
tinfan Taritory."

All UN membser countries
need W exercise restraint and
sobriety in consonance with
highest standards of diplo-
matic etiquettes so as not o
shoot the messenger but to
pay heed to his words of wis-
dom and empathy that
underscome that theme is no
substitute for pesce,
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Satellite communication

Tral must clear the way

nlon Comm Minlster .J Scindla’s recent state-

ment that satellite spectrum will be adminisiratively allocated has

brought clarlty that auctlon ks ruled out, reaffieming the global norm

of shared satelllte spectrum. The ball Is now In the court of the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of Indin (Tral) to settle the pricing matter, With
auctbon out of the way, Tral has o create o formula on how to allocate spectrum
and at what price, The telecom regulatos will also have to address o contentlous
Issue on whether the rul e iy e I and urban satellite service provid
will be the same.

At atime when 5G and 66 telecom services are a critical discussion point
for thelr use cases or lack of them, satellite communication has divided industry
players. While Mukesh Ambani-promoted Rellance Jlo 1s backing the auction
route for satellive spectrum, clting the need for o level-playing fleld with ter-
restrinl players, the Bhartl group, led by Sunil Mittal, has been pushing for the
global practice of administered allocation of alrwaves for satellite communi-
cation, However, Mr Mittal surprised industry watchers on Tuesday ot a telecom
summit in New Delhl, in the presence of Prime Minlster Narendra Modi, Mr
Scindin, and business bigwigs, when he sald from the podium that satellive
companies that had the ambition to come Into urban areas and serve elite
retail customers needed o take the telecom leence just like everybody else
did, He added they must be bound by the same legal conditions, pay licence
fees, and buy spectrum just like the telecom companles, Even as Mr Mittal did
not pame any company while talking about urbun and ellte services, It seemed
like mveiled reference to forelgn players seeking to provide satellite communi-
catlon service In India,

Besldes Rellance Jlo and OneWeb (where the Bhurtl group |s the leading
Investor), forelgn u:::mpunlek Including Elon Musk's Staglink and Amazen's
Project Kulper, are ey asplrants In India’ it nleation
space. I‘w.mu:Huullnknmli(uipcruny\:l o get the government nod to operate
In Inclin, Tral should move fast in setting norms and guldelines for the satellite
Industry — norms and guldelines that can co-exist with those of the terrestrial
networks, as Is the case globally, On lts part, Tral has madntadned It would take
on board all comments and inputs on the subject before making fts recom-
mendation on satellite communleation spectrum allocation,

However, Tral Chairman Anil Kumar Lahotl has made it clear that the
content of the consultation paper issued on the subject last month will not be
retracted even as some telcos are pushing for a change. In lts consultation
paper, Trad had suggested linking the satellite spectrum charges to the adjusted
gross revenue (AGR) of o company, According to the regulator, such a formula
will provide for a flexible financial burden that aligns with an operator's capacity
to pay. Framing savcom rules, already delayed, will set the ground fora vibrant
telecom and broadband ecosystem for rural Indla, According to an annual
Indicator report of Tral released in August, India's rural teledensity was lower
than 60 per cent agalnst over 133 per cent Inurban pans of the country, Against
that backd rop, satellite communication will help connect the nooks and comens
of rural India, which will help open up opportunities In these arcas,

Green power

New plan will aid the transition

Is well recognisad that b ing r ble energy (RE) can accelerate
Indin's energy transition and support pewer management during peak load
hours In both mensoon and non-monsoon months, In thiscomext, the Unlon

werlumntx recent declslon to launch the National Electricity Plan

be 1, The plan not enky b Installed
itl capacity but also sugment storge systems, including 47 glgawatts (Gw) of
storage systems running on battery enengy, and 30 Gw of pumped storage plants,
Further, transmisskon systems have been planned for delivering power to hubs

ILLLSTRATHON: BIHAY SINHA

Twogreat architects

The aesthetics of Ratan Tata a
made India a nicer physical p

wo grent Indlans, Ratan Tats and Christopher
mw:nl:wr passed away earlier this n:umh.
Jifbed as

from] Iamml. a Incin's " I

nd Christopher Benninger
lace

Great current designs — the Harrer and the
Nexon — reflect the emphasis on design thas his
vislon provided 25 years ago. My most recent maet-
Ings were at his home, which | had not visited before,
His b Mocted his pesth Le. clean 1

nrchiects i ! dover decades,

have set a stancdard for empathy and beauty that few
enn match. Ratan Tata qualified as an arehhect from
Cornell and, apart from two years worklng as an archi-
tect In Los Angeles, spent his e ensuring the Taas
rermalned Indla’s preeminens industrial house, leading
In scale, innovatkon, ethics and philanthropy, Many
have lauded his natlon-changing
achlevements, 1 will Himie myself o
how they both made India physbeally
e bt ful, Christophier through
his bulldings, Ratan through his per-
sonul emphasls on sesthetics,

1 flrst mes Ratan Tata around 30
years ago at meetings that Ashok
Diesal set up for the Anance minlstes
with Industrilists before each bud-
get. Om o visle o hisoffiee, the recep-
ton aren was all bonrded up with
work underway. His asslscant okl me
that his affiee (which he Inharited
from JRD) had been redone, As past
f the renevitdan, a will wis painted,
o hiks specification, n a brght red, it did not tum ow
s he wanted, so the padnting had to be redone, to get
the shade th:I!} rlght. On nulmummn vhils Iwau:

1 by o by

INDIA'S WORLD?
NAUSHAD FORBES

with an emphasis en beauty and form. Lamps and
sofus from great designens were carefully placed, not
s things to look at, but to provide light and sl on.
‘Two Nanes were part of the exterlor “seulprure”, It
Is umongst the most beautiful homes §'ve seen, and
AeEms 1o me to be quintessentially Ratan., | will not
sy more about Ratan Tats; many
have wrltten with great eloquence
about his many fine aributes, of
T b commibl i courage and viskon
with humilivy and values, Let me
new turn to CF her, where |

OPINION 9

kind of work people would cho In e and what we wanted
the bulldings to convey. Excellence, agaln, Is in the
detall; Jall over ghass provides light and shade for the
alvop Noar, withaut artifelal lght lng. The ittty black
{often ugly tilngs with even ugller objects sticking
out) mear the entrance 18 0 most beautiful bullding,
with s milx of splral shape and concentrle steps, For
our boller manulacturing, safery reasons requine that
wiz boeep a bank of welding eylinders outside the fuc-
toey; Insteac of an wnsighehy mck, we hive an intrigulng

mulnu:tumu.n.\\rhm'n.nllusum‘uwmm Ilﬂuoma
toulkd-

space
I that bireak u:\wh.ul would ctherwlse be long flat
spaces. The final outeormse, which photogrphs comvey
rmuch better than words, [ best judged by It winning
the Indlan Instiute of Architects Award for Excellence
for Architecture,

CCRA then worked with us 1o bulld anew expansion
mllninllu aur existing Krohne Mu_muull factory. The

anel

with a circulir Hight well that brings daylight Inco the
efflce and & remp that welcomes you 1o fellow [t Ino
thye okl bualdcling, sre etalls that rabse the spiri for all
those who work there, CCHA ks currently dotng a further
Krohne Marshall expansion, nnoﬂm expansion at
Chalan, and o
porate office in Knsarwad], “Thie Kasarwacll odflces, amb
of factory space converted to office, decades-old bulkd-
Ings In need of bl n.-mn-mhn: and a new bullding,
havebeena I CCIA s used nowhi
oodowr mhmm.\hmuwum retnining okl |runm.w1|h

uml.suu'sl.sn n\lr:\n:ll\‘hl:mwnmmud Is toy |de|.

ot
wt‘mduml nurmu'lly Ingeract with cneanother.
Christophers designs aren't necessarlly grand 1o
look st He never subscribed 1o what is best described
mt the Relchstag school of architecture, That might
thosewho expesiencs them as toursts iewlng
ﬂum rrun:adlnmm. 11u| thay are cold and Inhuman,
those who work In

hiwve more to cantribute,

1 fiest met Chrisopher Benninger
around 18 years ago when Forbes
Marshall had bought land st Chakan
T bl o maln manudacturing sive,
Wi met actory architects whe pluched
vikrious designs o ws. They were just
firse, fully functional and neat, but |
would not describe any as beautiful,
In search of something different, a
colleague and I visited Chrdstopher at his office (and
home), India House, Christopher had never done a
factory before; the closest his frm had come wis o

rkshop for a marine englineerlng college, Just vis-

nmm!llw.mu.ﬂr rght, Including the shade of red.
Excellence b in th detall,
‘Tt Motors” flrst car, thee Indbea, was developed at

filng Indla House addressed any concerns we had,
m.lnumsw It bl seem desbgnend, uxmwkm Nerwisd

 thme when the company dicl not have s ull-tme CEO,

Ragin Tata, a8 chabrman, would vish Puneeach month

and spenc an entire day reviewing progress. On a typ-

beal wislt, over half his thme was dedicated w R&D,

roviewing product design In detall, Apart from how
ri " 1 h

o, with hat drew your gize In
without lllllll1l‘. you In the fuce, The smosphne was
relaoed and mmlumnmla.\.mum.lvluumurmm
there, We asked Christopher's firm, CCBA Deslgn, to

tham, whun.-o<|nm|m11unmwm handand seethem
every day.
Iiiu.-lfnr.lim phillosopher Roger Scruton wrote elo-
-1um1lg. on besuty, Those conschous of beauty want
things to look right “and looking rght matters in the
wiy that beauty generally mattens — not by pleasing
the eve only, bul by conveying meanings and values
which have welght for you and which you are con-
sclously putting on display.... Ravishing beautles are
less Importans in the sesthesdes of architeciure than
things that it appropriately together, creating a sooth-
Ing and harmaonlous context, & continuous narmatlve

. where nothing stands ous in particular, and good
numlmapn.wL

We will greatly miss Christopher Benninger and
Ratan Tata. We can pay them no grester tribute than
by bullding a more beautful Indin and world that
Insipines s s we go about our dally lives, Let thelr good
manners pravall,

quote, and did not look at any other {3
{hlrl‘m.mryln Chalan I::\mlwd severl phases of

miessige to the rest of the company that deslgn was
esnent|nl 1o s success,

1 the first project, we hid
T ol umrmu!nn with hnm!pln.-r s het soaighit
o unclerstand not just the space we needed but what

. Thhe anidhanr b ¢ 3
o I st dent, €11, ehal Sentre for
Tevhrology Inmesation and Ecenomie Research and Anania
Apers Cemire, His book, The Struggle and the Promsdse has

e praabslishedd by HinrperCalling

The woes of illegal construction

@ often spot ane corner or part of 4 clty
that seems untouched by Infrastructure
development. These areas are often dotted

manufacturing green hydrogen and green la at coastal locations lke
Mundra, Kandla, Gopalpur, Pardeep, Tutbeorin, Vizag, and Mangalore, For the
10-year period from 2022-23 to 2031-32, over 191,000 cireult kilometres of trans-
misslon lines are p!mmoﬂ tovbe acded, covering both reglons within I.hr.' country
like Nepal, Bhutan, M

and Sl Lanka, Int m‘:mn:f.l.lnrv: with Mudla\rukﬂulmnllhcumuﬂ Arab Emirates
are plso probable in The push REC with India's
commitment t combat climate change and Mlllﬂ. ulnhul warming, alming to
achleve 500 Gw of RE capacliy by 2030w 600 Gw eapaclty by 2082, An Investment
of B0 trillion will be needed to meet the ambitlous target.

Drurlng 2007-22, capachty acditlon achbeved fror ool
306 Gw while that from RE sources, Including hydropower, was much lurger at
54.7 Gw during the same perlod. Clearly, India ls making progress on fts climae
agenda, Results from the 20th Electric Power Survey, however, suggest the com-
poundd annuel growth re (CAGR) of electrical energy requirement from 202122
10 2026-27 and from 2026-27 to 200132 |s expected to be 6.67 per cent and 5.43 per
cent, respectively, The CAGR of electrieal -enengy requirement in the country from
200617 1o 2020-21 was only 378 per cent, Thus, the requirement will be higher In
the years to come. India, hewever, will remadn coal-dependent for the foreseeable
Tuture, In fact, the country saw the share of coal-fired power generation rse o 75
per cent in 2023-24, from 71 per cent in 2019-20. This comes desplte an increased
focus on green enengy and Increasing capacity In this area.

This again underscores the need to Invest heavily In capacity addition,
change the capacity mix in favour of RE, and deploy the next phase of energy-
storage systems. The Unlon Cablnet recently did well to approve viabillty-gap
Tunding for implementing ::ﬂ'urum. wlml energy projects, The country §s alse
making rapld stride: system. ling tothe
National Electricity Plan document, 1l'|.1.-111utalu.-d cu.mdty of RE le.'ﬂp'.‘{.lt.tl v
reach 336 Gw by 2026-27 and 596 Gw by 2031-32, contrlbuting around 44 per
cent in the energy mix. In this regard, India's alm to achieve o 45 percent redue:
thon In emission intensity by 2030 and cut emission to net zero by 2070 hinges,
10 alarge extent, on its ability to embrace green electriclty. The new transmission
plan will akd the transition.

with cramped bulldings, shops occupying
pavements ancd , which cause tradfle conges-
thon. Loose wires hang precariously from poles, and
multiple basements pose fire hazarcds,

“These Areas ace i

Further, demolishing these structures Imposes
an acdditbonal fscal burden and causes significant
environmental harm. Moreover, these properties
often lack proper Insurance, leading e substantial
financlal losses for thelr owners, The land on which

other lsues, directly to the munlclpal comperation.

The environmental cost of llegal constrection
cannot be ignored, These structures are erected
without regard for zonlng laws, often encrosching
on protected areas, green spaces, or floodplains,

these properties are bullt also loses lts
value, pmluulnm in |I1|. event of legal disputes or
nctlons. ith vernent in clties.

whast of Hlegal canstructions thas Imn!wruwm.ry-
ay lives of the resldents. The problems thit unreg-
ulatec! and Hlegnl constructlons introduce in an urban

s these constructions encroach upon ronds and
pavements, streets become narrower for vehleles,
:mmlvylm. n.-mlnu:.umnlm: On a lnrger scale, 1s

spRce ane not only umlnc. to the mar of
urhan ul governance but b ively
Empact the ease of lving and soclal
harmany among urbin dwellers.
‘This year alone saw multiple
unfortunate accldents that occurred
solely duse to llegal and unauthe-
rlsed bulldings — In July, three peo-
ple died as an unauthordsed four
storey  bullding  collapsed in
Mumbud; In Masch, 12 lves were lost
a8 an legal bullding collapsed In
Kolkata, In the Mational Capltal,
three yvoung students drowned as an
Hlegal basement flooded due to
heavy ralns, These constructions  AMITKAPOOR
b grave environmental impacts,
decrese the general quality of m arhl In extreme

CONURBATION

colonies emerge, rond connec-
:wuy aned traffle are Mwmly affected,

Glven the scale of urbanlsation
In India and the sheer volume of
peaple now Hving in chtles, effective
management of space, lind use, and
public urban resources becomes
wssential. Constant regulation and
monitoring through routine land
surviys, updating records by
municipal boards, and madnstream-
I Innovative techniques such as
sazellite imaging ane necessary,

In fsct, many chtles bn Indla, such
a8 Mumbal, Nolda, and
Bhubaneswar, are alrendy using
satellite magery and geographical
Information systems to :m:nlmr unauthorised land

o, result in Lreeversible Th
of the crisls s not small and cannot be ignored for
long, It Is cruclal that governance of these construe-
thons ks made stricter.

These types of mlmru:.:!unm Iuw algnificant

and en First,

the loss of tax revnue tmmnw i ajor lssue, a5
these m:pmlu m not n..ulmml Second, lllegal
COnSLF | which
places
and resources such as roads, electriclty, and water,
This sltuation Incurs extra costs when extending

. and e h Slmilardy,
cltes globally, ke S40 l'uulﬂ (Brwell) wn Istanbul
(Turkeey), have employed drone technelogy to mon-
Itor Innccessible anens and identify lllegal or unap-
proved constructions,

Recently, European cliles like London and
hive been with machine

learming algorithe I TN T
analyse historkcal construction data and Images w
Identify  patterns  of lllegal  constructions,
Interestingly, the Brihanmumbal - Municlpal
& umarmlm: (BME) has also lsanched an app mul

This lends 1o en | degradution and e
erbates the rlsks posed by natural disasters, For
Instance, bulldings constructed on unstable lind or
In Nood-prone areas [nerease the valnerabllity of
entire communltles, To curl this, authosities mist
flrmly enforce oning liws and use technology such
s satelline .mer and Al to monltor and detect
unauthorised developments In real thme.

Equally important s the need t educate comimu-

the long:

gl construction anc t create ncentives for sustain-
able urban planning. Green bullding codes should
ot ust apply to ellte high-rises bus should be enforeed
nerons all constructbon sectos, ensuring that every
new structure bulle s environmentally responsible.

As we brace for unprecedented rates of urbanl-
satdon, |2 18 cruclal toensure that Hlegal constructlons
and unauthorised lind use are curbed, Ourstrategles
need to rest on a three-pronged plilar of economie,
environmental, and social sustalnabllity, The ole
of local Is plvoial In enie laws,

i it |oey, and @ thist e

il constructbons are .ewll‘uy dealt with. Urban local
bedies must update the zoning and bullding by-
Lvws, making them more transparent, By Incorpo-
ratlng online systems for approvals, inspections,
and grievince redress. we can create o governance
framework that ks both accountable and accessible,

Aculiure of chvk st also be cul
tivated, where citizens understand that the rule of
Law benedits everyane, Clvil soclety can play an active
role In reporting unauthorised constructions, but
Uhls reculres trust I the system and assurance that
these reports will lead 1o real actlon,

Theauthor (zchalr. Jmlrlrlrlrﬁfr |lmwrr!f|vnm\

these services,

1965: A soldier’s perspective

ench ather. :!nllu.ﬂ;uuud |Iu.n| udm:ln

BOOK REVIEW
VEENU SANDHU

thie 1968 Indo-Pak war broke out,

o paitlciilir combat had
spectators: The students and
professors of the Indian Instinteof
Technology (1) Kharagpur,

I - morm g and o class wis on

Il Is not commonly known that when

whichalreraft h..-lunuudmwhwh.:m
Later,t} n.'ywwlnlhappliycmluul |mm|

campus I8 one such account, parts of
which read verysimilar tothe manner
in lfhuhn ks narratec in The ndia-

ofthe fallen ¥ s,
un:llhn.rnilllur?|mllwwwldhau\.m
rakd thelr hostel rooms 1o recover
the wreckage.
This e pl

Indian Adr Force's role in the 1965 war,
Massrs Mohan and Chopra's book,
however, does not nmlulnwul lonin the

I od out In West

Bengal — fur awary from the western

front where the 1968 war was largely

fought to foll Paklstan’s attempts to

sever Jammi & Kashimle from ndla,

IM!n!quakh up Inthe north mmkunur
thie war covered

¥
Afew ofthe accounts are well

ko n, aind wiere atone polnt even

lallr.hl Inwhwl.uwhmlhm u!‘

H

nmmlun’aklmmmt. -supplied Paen
anks ¢ Hattle of Asal Uttar in

nl‘.MK Punjab, Rajasthan and, courtesy
:hlmmmwn:hm o West Bengal, i
ding the warsol 1947-48,

mIuwmml!nar:'dw,wml!nu;mduma
und|hulrlmw‘lwnlMllnuuu:.lwlnuuwv
i i

alebattles b the subeoritinent, Indlan and
Pukbstant fghter planes — the Sabres and
the Hunters —screamed Inthe alr,
crlss-crossing, ¢ hasingand shooting at

1962, 1971 and |Iu. Karghl conflictof 1999,

It wisa war of many battles, each
with many storles.

Lin Carclozes book, J965: Coirag
Unigashed, s collection of some ol
these storles, most of which aren'twell
known, Theaerial combat near the LT

Khmnlwnu: Punjub, before he was
Killed inactlon,

What Muuur:n.-m.-mlunhm\ a
decornted olflcer, bel

report

“Thehook, another ane written for
non-milicary readers, Is morethan o
anlu.mwmnrhmﬂwhm thenrmy did, or

e

Ul Jessica | s

plece

rnlsed on whether Indba won or loss,
considering that afver the Tashient
Agreement, hadlun troops were ordered

ey wis in the mictst ofall ofthis, I8

erritory gained was
Imnclml.hmk to Paklstan, Mulm':unwm

Paklstan and China agalnst India,
which s a rising power that everyone,
Including the LS and Europe. envies,
Wil thie LS may view Indlans o
counter toChina, Pakistan remalns s

soldier'svolce, welcamingly lowon

TpAsto put i hln "

Jingodsm, thit riest, Ik mh 180
taken backthen, sometimesquestioning 1wdnwhlm
them, it othertdme iy lalng why bt Is relevant to
contexts inwhich they were taken, ruvlni:awarnnus‘m sixdecades ago. A
onecdthemore 965: Courage war bs i learning for
Interesting chapters s 2 - funarewars. ltlsa
ofhlsownexperience, torfeson 'essontobealert and
where abrignde jo-PakWar e prepared forall

cormmunder asks him
wdrmwupaplanto

patentlal possibilitles

“favourite " Inthe event ofa
war, e wrltes, it will side with Pakistan,
the way it did in eatller conflicts. Britaln
100, be reminds, had sent destroyers
Intothe ArablanSen n 197110
Intimidate Inclla, As for Russla, while it
has backed India inthe pastand would
now be “grateful for Indla's political
support atatime when bt s faclng
Imlmlmmw bs knvasbon of Ukradne, lts

1 my
come wpwith,
Ashewinds uphis
hook, heoffersi
cautlonary note, The
next war, hewrites,

enpuiea Paklatant
su|||kly post withina
‘Thischapter
hvesa sense of the e
Trictlonthmean

T thes with China cannot be
Ignored. In any conllict beeween India
and China, Russla would probably
malntalna neutral stance,

The lesson, then. lsthat Indis needs
1o be self-rellant Ln defence, [t needsto

drngging its feet or

would lkely be waged on

scmethmes exist
high and Indla would find el falone in i. It

better-known accounts arethe detalls
onlyasoldier can offer. \luw retlred and

bt apand soldiersonthe
wrouncl.of how
sometimes ghve In to foolhardy

I ot o Any prediction, His
warningcomes from loghe, an

withthe
Sino=India wu:uruihl m:mln.-lrum-
Pak wirs of 1965 and 1971), he offersan
Insider's view,

aod fash, and bow, fora understandingol emenging
soldler, the battallon 18 above all else. geopolitical sltuations and the
It s nearly 60 years since the warof experlenceof past wars,

1965, butthe question still 1 collusbon between

‘wreater
arnongthe defence services,
theatrisation, bettersynergy between
h 1 Forces anc th
and ensurlngthat the “armm
noteroded by ill-concel
lke ‘Agnipath™,

morale s
policles
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The more things change...

Jio and Bharti’s advocacy of satellite
spectrum auction makes little sense

HE MORE THINGS change, the more they remain the same. Just

when one thought that the legacy issues dividing the telecom

industryover policyand regulatory concernswerea thing of the

past, squabbling over satellite spectrumallocation started. Way
back in 2006, Ratan Tatawas the first to demand auctioning of spectrum
for mobile services. He faced strong opposition from Bharti Airtel's Sunil
Mittal who said if Tata had so much money, he should think of donating
it to the Prime Minister's relief fund. Tata's advocacy for auction was not
out of love for maximising government revenues, Tata Teleservices was
way behind competitors in terms of userbase, whichwas the basis forallo-
cating additional spectrum, so he feared that the scarce raw material
would be gobbled up by athers before his turn came.

Cut to 2024, there anuahnrtage of spectrum and the numberof players
arealsolimited, bl]l[Esu.lul L have lonto
anotherarena — ication services. Satcom servicesarevery
different from mobile nperatmns It uses ;atelutes for reaching far-flung,
I ls can't raach Natu-

regions where
rally, the services are prohibitively expensi
withmobileoperatars for last-mile connectivity. Hharhlmtzrprises Onmeb,
IlelnanneluqﬂnnMusksSLar]mIs,andAmamnstlemperaresnme of

the players ed interest b the services in India, Natu-
rally, theissue of howspectr hould beallocatedt I -alissue
Bharti, Stardink, and Amazon 1} held thatunlik L trum,

saLeI]mespectrum|sashared|.mmnndutywhuhunnt31van amdmely toary
operator, therefore it does not meet the fund | prevequisite for being
auctionable. They have rightly backed this position b)-' hlghllghtmg that
nowhere in the world is this spectrum auctioned.

However, Jio has been a dissenter and has consistently held the position
that same service,same rules should apply and all spectrum should beallo-
cated through auctions. It pointed out that the government is bound by the
Supreme Court's 2012 arder to allocate all natural resoutees via avctions.
Convinced about the technical constraints of auctioning this spectrum, the
government, in the new Telecom Act passed last year, identified areas where
spectrurm can be allocated administratively. Any form of guvemmgnuer
vnces,l.ilmdzfenm,pubhcmmst,and I there's techni
‘bility, like satcom services, thus formed part of Schedule 1 of the Act. Accord-
ingly, the Teleeom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) has been tasked with

HE INTER-STATE TRANS-
MISSION  system  (ISTS)
«charge and loss waivers for
renewable energy  (RE)
between Indian states are set
to be phased out by 2028, Initially intro-
duced tosupport the REsector, thewaiver
has been extended several times due to
demands from developersand the indus-
try. However,as the solarand wind energy
markets have matured, it's crucial to
reassass the merits and drawbacks of the
policy, especially given renewed calls to
continue thewaiver beyond 2028,

The ISTS waiver, introduced in 2016
by the ministry of power, was designed
to help states with relatively low solar
imsolation and wind pntentla] (low-RE
states) meet their

® THE REAL MAINSTREAM
IFISTS WAIVER IS ELIMINATED, ITWILL BE CHEAPER FOR STATES TO INSTALLAND USE RE LOCALLY

RE waiver no longer a boon

CHANDRA BHUSHAN

CEQ, iFOREST

caused by the ISTS waiver ina highly price-
sensitive sector. Here's why,

ential in generating RE across different
parts of India.

Thecast ofprocuring power

Ifthe is itwill

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM
@ CONTRIBUTING TO PROSPERITY

Vice-president Jagdeep Dhankhar
The North-East is significant contributor

to unity, economic progress, and cultural
essence of the nation

overdy reliant on energy imports, which

has hindered their progress in building

local renewable infrastructure.
Investments in ISTS gﬂd Infmtruc

toRE
aver the past decad.e as new transmi!
sionli
been developed to transfer power from
RE-rich states to low-RE states. IFOREST
that these
account for 30-4 5% of total grid infra-
structure investments in recent years. If
the ISTS waiver cr.lntlnues massive

or
Gujarat by utlhtleg in I.cm' RE gtateg]lke

be cheaper for install and use RE

[ma— il build orid

lmal.ly ﬁthenhammpomngpuwetfmm

infrastructure gr.llel'_v to transfer po'wel
b

Odisha or Ch hi

tion costs, ISTS durgz‘,and minar addi-
tional costs. An analysis comparing two
RE-rich it d

ohligations (RPO) in a cost- effactive
manner. By allowing these states to
import from RE-rich states without
incurring ISTS charges, the policy aimed
to prevent them from paying high RE
tariffs. The ultimate goal was to create a
“Tevel playing field" across all states, pro-
moting the use of RE nationwide.
Initseartyyaars, the [STS walver played
a key role in accelerating RE adoption.
States with abundant solar and wind
resources,suchas Rajasthan, Gujarat,and
Karnataka, saw a surge in RE projects.
These states could export RE to other
states, helping them meet their RFOs
without theburden of transmission costs.
Howewer, in recent years, several unin-
tended consequences have emerged.
Onie of the major impacts of the ISTS
waiver ignificanti
RE ha o

exploring the pricing mechanism for allocating spectrum ad atively.
The aim is to cover administrative costs. However, [io has objected to this
approach Surprisingly, on Tuesday,even Mittal threw in hislot with [io's posi-
tion, arguing forauction as faras retail services in urban areas is concerned.
The fact, however, is such segregation of services is not possible and would
enmesh the industry in legal complications of the COMA-GSM days.
Communications minister Jyotiraditya Scindia has done well by stand-
ing his ground and maintaining that satcom spectrum across the world is
administratively allocated, and India would do the same once Tral recom-
mends an administrative pricing mechanism. It's bizarre for [io or Bharti to
advocate auction on the grounds of same service, same rules, It would
amount toasking for the sametraffic rules forabullock cart,a car,and a plane
on the grounds that theyare used for the same purpose — transportation,

Indo-Canadian ties
hit rock bottom

INDO-CAMADIAM DIPLOMATIC relations deteriorated after Justin Trudeaw, Canada's
aneeruster atatedomtheﬂouroﬂ’ar]lamem]astSeptmbenhat hi ¥a

abiﬁ’tyofgu)dso]a: resgurces innearlyall
states, B 3%bof RE capacityls concentrated
in just seven — Rajasthan, Gujarat, Tamil
MNadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, and Telangana. This concentra-
tion is largely due to market distortions

with six low-RE states (Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, [harkhand, Odisha, and
West Bengal) shows that the differencein
[peneration costs ranges from ¥0.02 kilo-
watt-hour{kWh) ta #0.40/kWh. However,
the I5TS charge waiver for transactions
between RE-rich and low-RE statesis esti-
mated to range from ¥0.40/kWh to
#0.90/kWh. In other words, the ISTS
waiver is now Larger than the cost differ-

kilometres away. Forexam-
ple,without thewaiver, the cost of procur-
ing solar power for a utility in Chhattis-
garh from alocal project isapproximately
*2.78/kWh, compared to €3.24/kWh

tofirst promote local RE generation and
consumption than prioritise inter-state
transmission projects.

There are additional impacts of the

18T S waiver, su

from a project in Rajasth and
#3.36/kWhfrom a project in Karnataka.
Due to the [STS waiver, a few states
have become RE hubs, while the rest have
Iasxed in RE growth. This imbalance
ines the palicy's initial goal of fos-

itable RE 1t acToss
atates.Raerrﬂlmdmlopllwthmrawrl
resources, low-RE states have become

COST OF PROCURING SOLAR POWER WITHOUT ISTS WAIVER
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transmiszion costs on cartain states, par-
ticularly northeastern, that use less RE
from the IS'I‘S'End Alsa, inter-statetrans-
missionisitself for
the RE industry's growth as ISTS projects
are being installed at a much faster pace
than the expansion in transmission grid.
It is clear that the ISTS waiver
impedes the goal of equitable RE
growth. Although some low-RE states
have tried to mitigate the waiver's
impact by offering higher subsidies,
thase measures are insufficient. Forbal-
anced growth and healthy market com-
petition, the 15TS waiver should be
phased out as scheduled.
India has experimented with "price
cluallgatlun pull.cl.esmtheﬁst often
withnegative consequences, The freight
equalisation scheme for coal, for
instance, was meant to promote bal-
anced industrial development across
Indiabut ended up impeding the indus-
trialisation of mineral-rich eastern
states, We should not repeat the mistake.

ANobel Prize-winning argument

ATANU BISWAS

The work of this year’s economics Nobel winners is

audaciously ambitious in its simplicity of explanation
for why some nations are wealthy while others aren’t

Professor of statistics, Indian Statistical
Institute, Kokata

a mwmlal 1Inlr"bemen

FROM THtoth y litical danum-
B have looked for ber of " natulale):penments in historic
thel Given examples”, including the Roman Empire,

that this year's Nobel Prize in Economics

tthe Mayan city-states, the Soviet Union,
thellS,Africa,and uwGInnnusRMuum

graphical theory of Jared Diamond and

sive political lnntltutl.ons_
d that their treat-

Jeffrey Sachs, the theory of of
the elites b}rAthJlt Ilan.enee and Esther
Duflg, the modernisation theory of Sey-
maour Martin Lipset, and the various cul-

linGreat Britain. They

which has become one ofth.e

differant experts.
A.cemuﬁlu and Robinson's work, like

fastest g countrie

how vl.ol.ent and Impou!rlshed other
African countries like Zimbabwe, the
Congo,and Si L

Indi u..o. agenciesand the killi g ofa K s a to Daron Acemogiu and James
Hijjar. Relati i i i ARobinson of Massachusetts Institute of
of aCanadian citi di ilwasp nfnhmader:mpalgnofame Span- Technol d Simaon Joh f Chica-
md coerc aggainst Indlan clissi there and it identified six 0 University for their research on the
& ofinter- long-term effects of various political and

est ﬁorhelng invalved in“clandestine an:mt]es ‘over Nmar’skllhng economic systems — particularly those
tit-for-tat di dIndia established during colonialism — on a

reminisc inedrelati vith Pakistan. India has strongly rejected Cana- country's prosperity, it may be while
dian charges as "preposterous” — as it has not shared a shred of evidence — and torevisit Acemogiu and 1012

ascribes them tothe political agenda of the Trudeau-led government that crucially
depends on the support of indi i assoclated wi an extrerm-
ist agenda ing India. The escalation ladder of y

‘has aleo been attributed to Trudeau’s deposition before the Foraign Interference
Commission on Wednesday to explain the charge that his government had been
derelict in preventing Chinese interference in domestic pelitics. For Trudeau it is
India that is interfering.

‘Tha questicn naturally is,where do matters go from hese? Canada's foreign min-
ister has not ruled out imposing sanctions against India. India, for its part, reserves
the right to take further steps in response to the Cana-
dian government's allegations against Indian diplo-
mats. The way forward is for India to respond like it is
dalng'wld\a criminal case inthe US broughtagainst sus-
pect: lot against ik Gur-
patwant SInghT’annun Last year, the Biden adminis-
tration confronted the Modi government with
intelligence thatan officerof the Research and Analysis
Wingwas behind the asaassinatl.m amempt U8 prose-

N CHANDRA

Novemberindicted
MOHAN an Indian national, ufseehngtuhlreahltman tocarry
out Befi recentvisit

Hew Delhi-based economics
and business commentator

tothe US, summons was even mgued to the national
security advisorwho subsequently chose not tobe a part
of the official entourage.

India has denied these allegations — like it has with Canada — but it has sent an
investigation team to the US tasked with probing these charges that government-

ind, 1966, B

Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel,
addresses one of the most important
issues facing humanity: why some
nations are wealthy while others are

book Why Nations Fail: The Origins of
Potver, Prosperity.and Poverty, which drew
onthistrio’s previous 15 years of research
on the subject.

The authors contended that the causes
of economic success — or lack thereof —

ling inclusive institutions and using the
mation's natural respurces to fund initia-
tlw_" that wuul.d enhance the welfare of

Crucially, ccemoglu and
Robinson studied only the last few hun-
dred years; thus, mey had to exclude evi-

evolution, palenhiol-

Korea is yet another
intriguing case. South

To create a new,

ogy, and archaeology. In
contrast, Morris beginsthe
devalopment clock more

and the current di Koreans are among the r?'_“'a'“ theory of than a million years agn,
in global wealth are not the oft intheworld,  political economy, the  and Diamond starts it
thoned fac climate, cul- whereas North Koreans around 13,000 BCE,

ture, religion, race, or the ignorance of  are among the poorest, thm:;d The Nﬁ] laureates”

hnmhﬂwr I despite the remarkable axam a '“"_n work has also been criti-

palitical and sconomic Their  homogeneityof thetwo  'Natural experiments  cised in different ways.
theory pits two archetypes againstone  Koreas. The researchers in historic I According

anather: the so-called “extractive” and laimeed this is b ramanian, it's unable to
“inclusive” political and economic I.nsl:l- the political facwrstllat account for the situations
tutions, which both serve to gaverisetoth tinstitutional inChina and India. India,which is demo-

and support one another. They argued
that tha majority of citizens can, among
other things, benefit from safe property
rights, haveaccess lagal

trajectories. They also looked at border
cities, such as the divided city of Nogales,
which straddles the US-Mexican border.

systemn, and freely develop their penr.lnal
skills bacause pluralistic palitical institu-
thons offer an even playing field These,in
turn, promote technological innovation
and economic activity. Political freedom.
then opens me dm( toprosperity. In con-

sjml]aruhlstuly,geography, papu]atir.l;a
composition, and qurure the nmmern s
overtwice

cratic, has lagged behind China's eco-
nomic grawth,which hasbeenimpressive
under its authoritarian administration.
Francis Fuluyamaalsomakes it clearthat
their reasoning doesn't hold true in con-

lempolar}r China. But Acemoglu and

These three researchers co-authored
multiple highly-referenced academic
[papers, from which Wiy Nations Fail is

linked peoplewere imvolved The US State Depar iszued astate-
ment that India Isnmempemlngmh{.‘anadaon its Imre!tlga‘tl.onson Nl||afglul.l]rq;:

“When it comes to the Canadian matter, we have that fons are
mmnm]yseﬂuusandtheynmdmbeLalnensenuusly\'ahwanmdmseeﬂlegmern-
ment of India c h Canada in its Owiously, they have not
chosen that path” I ndiawould d the adviceof the L
inyputs from t agenc a;nrtheus,unmmmnuﬂu.am
New Zealand.

That said, both nati from d resume dipls

relations as both are interdependent. Canada's two-way trade in goods and services
with India hit $19 billion. Canacda has invested $3.9 billion in India from April 2000
to June 2024, much of it from portfolio investors. Pension funds have cumulatively
invested 854 billion. India’s cuthound investments to Canada were relatively more
mr.ldmt at 52 J.bll]lr.lrLAmund 600 Canadian companies have a presence in India,

101 have Canada. However, the deepest
link is the vast Indian diaspora as illion persons of Indi igin live in that
country. Many of ou dents have gone for educ and hope to
workin Canada 1uncertai i tiesthat have hitrock-bot-
tomm are ot resolved. Vieaws are persoral

Aegd. Mo: DL-21048,/03-05_ R
Marg, New Delhi-110002. P hane

trast, extracti disas-
trous effect on growth.
Tocreate anew,veryrelevant theoryof

theory,they,
]IMWI challenged other explanations
for global inequality, such as the geo-

THE EDITOR

Anew labour code

Drespite being passed in bath the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha, the four
reforms-based labour codes are long
swaiting implementation since 2020,
Subsuming &4 labour-related acts, the
new codes have been diligently
drafted to ensure flexibility, ease of
doing business and compliance, social
security, and occupational safety for
workers. It finetuned the dispute

20-6651500. (Cover price: Patna: Mon-Fri l12 Sat& Sun £12; Raipur: Han-Fri £12, Sat & Sun £12) Ch:um:nuhh: Board: Viveck Gaenka, Editor: Shyamal Majumdar, Editar
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resclution mechanism. Motably, West
[Bengal, Maghalaya, and Nagaland —
states still not ready with their drafts
— are assuring that they will adopt
the codes with their kegislations,
which means that all states and Union
Territories are willing to adopt the
changes. Uniformity in compliance
will enhance new codes to achieve
their objectives and bring & new dawn
tothe labour community with fair
wages, safety at worl, social security,

bi retorted that since Deng
Xiaoping's opening-up programme was
putintoeffect in 1978, political institu-
tions have also contributed to economic
change in China. For India, they con-
tended that there are differences

ment of Roman history is quite contro-
wersial. Also, Diamond has pointed out
that they may be overlooking crucial ele-
meents suchas“geography"in theirexpla-
nation of economic development. The
main issue with Wiy Nations Fail accord -
ing to Jeffrey Sachs, ks that it concentrates
too much on internal political structures
while ignoring external variables like
geopolitics and technological advance-
ments (such as industrialisation and
information technology). Furthermore,
William Easterly argued that the transi-
tion from Mediterranean to Atlantic
trade may have contributed to Venice's
collapse, despite Aoemugm and Robln
son ion that it wased

ituth having T y
become less inclusive.

Overall, thework ofthe Nobel laureates
is, all things considered, audaciously
forwhy some countries arewealthywhile
others are not. Therein lies the funda-
mentalissuewith “outliers”,which maybe
just as significant as China and India in
this case. Actually,a country's prosperity,
like many other aspects of the economy,
might depend on a wide range of intri-
cately related factors, many of which are
either immeasurable or not taken into
account. Thus, as cne may perceive, even
though the Nobel lau reates this pear made
anamazingeffort toidentify a few key dri-
vers amoang them, other factors may still
have an impact on theirown, in combina-
tionwith tﬁ: others, or both. In general,
anysimpler

will appear more tuaatlve but theyTl be

betwean el

and good working conditions.
—MR Magarajan, Sivakasi

Sour relations

India's diplamatic ties with Canada
have tumed sour. India must tread
cautiously to outsmart the extreme
steps taken by Canada, with wild
allegations against India's home
ministry and half a dozen diplomats,
deeming them “persons of interest” in
the Hardaep Singh Mijar kiling case.

meore likely to have

Ottawa's resolve to engage the Five
Eyes — the Anglosphera intelligence
alliance of Australia, the US, the UK,
Mew Zealand, and Canada — may
ultimately lead to sour relations with
the other four nations as well. There
will be a tug of war between Justin
Trudeaw and Marendra Modi, as both
are heading minority governments.
=Pk Sharma, Barnala
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Nobel lessons for India

Greater institutional autonomy and inclusiveness

—
Satya Narayan Misra

hethreewinnersof this
T year s\ub\hnmuusmia
haverwo eminent
readable books totheircredit: Wiy
jorts Fail* (201 2) and The
Narrow Corridor (2019, The
Committee has chosen toplckup
theideas encapsulated im their
workof 2012, todemonstrate how
those socicties with poor ruleof
law and institutions exploit the

ppa W EC 0
SCHNE

NOBEL PRIZE. Spatlig]
Imstitutions s

population and do not generate:
growth orchange for the better.

l“hcmnklsamnmm(poknm uﬁmu:mnundq:mrrm[hu
against theories expl fobal factors s cal
inedquality: the geograpt gw[m]lllcs.
theoryaof. Sachs, the theory 'nn,;.lpnm
ofignorance of the elites of refute Acemoglu’sanpument that
Banerjecand Duflo,and democratic political institutions

Weberabout the influence of
protestant ethiconeconomic
development. I'hc\ dml nguish
instituiti

area prenequisite for economic
growth, Hong Kong, Korea,
'lam.u\ and Si TgApOre are| prime
hat have

extractiveor inclusive. Inclusive
societies protect property rights,
donotallow unjust property
alienation, and integrate workers
o increase labour productivity.
Inclusive political institutio
allowwide sections of society
s;u\\mt]wumntn.mdmkc
decisionsthat benefit the majority.
Theseinstitutionsare the
foundationsofall modern liberal
sosicties,

The extractive institutions
exclude segmentsof society

1 Sharid

w

hq.hgmmh withpolicies tending
towards exclusiveness,

Under the best of conditions,
growthdoes not sustai el The
great economic depressionofthe
19305 or the global financial crisis
in 2007-08 did not happen because
ofadeclineininclusivencss. The
incredible coonomic transition in
China post-1980 happened
becauseof theirembracing
capitalist economy, respecting
private propert;

investment in infrastructure and
ok

ome
from theiractivities. Electionsin
thecountrydopreclude the
existenceof extractive
institutions — if competition is
dishonest and voting is done with
numerous viokations it will beso.
Harking back tothe history of
coloniadism, theauthors bringout
how Ewropeancolonieshad a
dramaticand dives rgrnllmpad

Acemoglu told reporters
recentlythat datacollected by
Freedom House and V- Dem show
theat public institutions:
everywhere are getting weaker
and support for democracy isat an
all-time low, They admit that
Chinaisa bit ofachallenge to
amalyse.

“ountries like Chinaand Russia

acrossthe world, deg

whetherthe, ‘.ulnnm rfocused on
theextractionof resources or the
setting upoflong-term

ppar
inadequate checks ontheir power
sufffer from inequality, lack of
innovation, and ageneral lack of
T

institutions for the benefit of
European mij 5.

This resulted inareversal of
fortune, where former colonics
that wereoncerich became poor
{asinthe caseof India
demonstrated in Dadabhai
Naoroji's Drain theory), while
mmr:pmrvmlmnrﬂm(luhvlulp

ights. Ontheother hand,
inthe USthe power and capacity
ofthe state is extensive and
capable but restrained by
puarantecd rights and democratic
participation. Inthe context of
India, Acemoglu highlights how
corruption and caste-based
inequelity contribute toits poor

reweatpeak

fo

Not quite

FOREX CARD. The pl

BoP surplus and 10-11 month impor
is still some headroom for reserve

are strong portfolio flow

wver. But th
umulation

mest amongst its regional peers since

the 2013 taper tantrum.,

some time to go before

authorities pull the brake on reserve
laticon, on three counts.

ac

RADHIKA RAC

surgein India's foreign
reserve stock h:u ledto

Firstly, strong portfolio inflows and
BoP surplus. With the balance of
expected 1o post a surp

(hclmk Ms.(mngﬁn:unulﬂmn and

n what the RBI
will consider as an
“adequate’ level, Our reading
of the tea leaves suggests there is further
headroom for the stock to grow.
India’s total foreign reserves
surpassed and stayed abow 0 billion
asof October 2024, onky the fourth

ble current account deficit,
Im:lpcdhyr ilient remittances and
strong services receipts, further net
aceretion is likely in the reserves
position.

In 2QFY (Jul-Sep 2024), the goods
trade balance may experience some
challenges due to a temporary increase
i gold purchases and festive import

countryin lM \mlldlu ‘do s, Foreign
the

alongside positive returns from hlﬁ:h\ T
coupon deposits with global central
banks also boosted the nominal reserve
levels. Net dollar purchases jumped by
$29billion between January and July
2024, before likely moderating in
Aug-September 2024 du,
intervention to prevent one-sided rupee
depreciation,

GOLD HOLDINGS

The central bank also joined its peers in
rebuilding its godd holdings, with the
latter's share rising to over 9 per cent of
the overall stock vs6 per cent in
late-2019. Gold prices surged last
quarter, provided positive valuation
tailwinds. On a comparative basis,
India’s reserve stock has risen by the

demand, Iy leading toa wider
CAD svf:lpprwlmnd\ Léto-1.48 per
centofl GDP

However, thisis expected tostabilise
i the following quarter as lower ol
prices are reflected in the encrgy import
bill and a sustained services surplus
continues. Geopolitics induced jump in
oil prices is an unknown in this mix.

India’s import cover
reserves vs months of
imports) at 10-11 months
is three times above the
global norm, which can
cushion against external
shocks

eign reservess -

A manageable CAD is likely to be
accompansed by favourable funding
terms. While direct investments might
be steady, portfolio inflows have
maintained a strong streak on FYTD
basis, with cumulative flows into the
debt and equity markets at over 20
billion by end-September,

Adding mon-resident deposits and
external commercial borrowings, we
expect FY 25 BoP to register $48-850
billion surplus vs $63.7 billion in FY24,

Secondly, reserve udcqu:cv ratios are
\wll buffered but below p.:nklr'\ els,

above the 2013 taper tantrum period,
but below stronger levels witnessed in
wake of the pandemic. These suggest
thereis further headroom for reserves
accumulation.

Lastly, reserve accumulation i driven
by Aows. Just as foreign exchange
reserves have risen, so have external
liabilities,

Consequently, the overall net
International investment position
remained in red last year and likelyin
FY25, but encouragingly narrower than
2018-19. On the asscts side, reserves
Jlllhp\‘d dlq\l‘pl\ but thiswas

1

Total reserves are well-cus d across
various adequacy ratios, including
imports cove TagE, IMF's ARA metrics,
external debt ratios partic ul.lr]\'

“term debt and our p

d by a jump in liabilities,
prlm.lrl ¢in the form of higher foreign
portfolio investments alongside
|nm::m' in nl'fqhnn.'lmmmmgs_

are focused on

FR (gross external financing ratio),

India’s import cover (reservesvs
months of imports) at 10-11 months is
not only three times above the global
morm, but alsoe consistent with the 3-7x
seen across most developing countries.
Thig strengthens the authorities'
defence against external shocks or
uncertainties,

MORE HEADROOM

While metrics are at healthy levels, few
of the ratios are below their past peaks,
For instance, ﬂ“plll'( tl\\'\'l‘ap{ takenasa
proportion of either total reserves or
foreign currency assets, is below peak

Similarly, the GEFR gauge is well

US elections: Lichtman’s ‘Nostradamus’

hmldmglulﬂtm against external
headwinds, the stock could be at risk if
the global environment worsens, a
reserves composition has been a
function of fluctuant portfolio flows,

i current account
surpluses through trade, This reinforces
our expectations that the everall
tendency will be to continue building
ammumition.

With the government's intention to
build a strong war chest to fend against
global uncertainties, we expect the stock
tonear §725 dbillion by fiscal year
end.

Ecnnomist & Expen
05 Bani, Singapore

prophecies
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Sticky issue
Monetary policy can't quell stubborn food inflation

here can be no discounting the abiding

concerns of the Reserve Bank of India over

headline consumer price inflation, and the
persistence of high food inflation as the driver of
this price rise, The September print for retail
inflation, at 5.5 per cent, has been driven by food
inflation of 8.3 per cent, and within food the 36 per
cent rise in vegetable prices.

SBI Rescarch pegs Q3 and Q4 inflation at
4.9 per cent and 4.6 per cent, respectively,
higher than the RBI's estimates of 4.8 per
cent and 4.2 per cent. The October inflation
reading is expected to be similar, with the
rain-induced su@lvshwkskccpﬂ'ng food
inflation elevated. Whether it impacts the
kharif standing crop and market arrivals
remains to be seen. When the Monetary
Policy Committee meets in the first week of
December, it is likely to be faced with a
paradoxical situation of elevated inflation
(going by September and October data, asit
would meet before the November numbers
are out) and somewhat subdued growth.
However, monetary policy cannot do very
much to control food inflation, given that it
is caused by supply bottlenecks rather than
increase indemand. Nor can a case be made
out that lower rates will incentivise storage
or hoarding; the food price rise is moreon
account of fresh supplies being impacted
due toexceptional rain,

The view that food inflation spills over
into core inflation through ‘expectations’,
and therefore needs to be checked by tight
money policies, seemsa bit overdone. It
may not be far-fetched, therefore, to expect
the MPC to stay the course in being more
accommodative than in the past. A
contraction in the factory index since May
this year (the August reading being minus
0.1 per cent), anda flat trend between
November 2023 and May 2024, does
indicate growth stress, That said, the
nature of inflation (food inflation in
particular) deserves some attention.
Overall, food inflation has been the key
driver of headline inflation over the last 15
months, including September. Between
July 2023 and September 2024, food
inflation averaged 7.7 per cent and core
inflation 4 per cent. In fact, it has averaged
7 per cent over the last five years, according
toanalysts,

A Reserve Bank of India paper (August
bulleting has conceded, after studying
trends over four years ending this June,
that food inflation is a “persistent”
phenomenon. Ifvegetables pricesand
within these the tomato, onion potato
group, have been volatile (vegetable prices
have risen more than 25 per cent between
March and September), cereals inflation
too s significant at 7 per cent now, even if
down from 13 per cent in May 2023, This is
despite there being no real output
constraints, The RBI paper cites climate
change as the overriding factor in stubborn
food inflation. This may not be the only
force at work, Knee-jerk trade policy,
market bottlenecks and pr;.\odylclr.ls are
additional factors, While food inflation
remains a conundrum, it is core inflation
that is perhaps more relevant for monetary
policy.

OTHER VOICES.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.
T

The mail-ballot panic is back for 2024

With three weeks to go until Election Day, advocates of mass mail vating
are again worrying about the reflability of mass masl voting. During the
2022 midterms, 23,393 mail ballots were rejected in Pennsybania (1.9%
aftl aceording to the US El Astistance Commission.
It was 24,141 {or 1.4%) in Michigan and 10,355 (or 2%) in Nevada. The
nightmare scenaro. after Movernber 5 is that Kamala Harris or Donald
Trumgp might be leading by a few thousand votes or bess, in which case
Ballot errors, and hiow they're resohved, could affect the sutcome, The
litigateon could wird up at the Supreme Court, and given the tenor of
today's political times, that dispute could make Bush v. Gore (2000) seem
ik & Badmingon SCRMMAgE. paw ross, o ross 15
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Israel undermining a vital institution

The United Nathons is supposed to be above the fray — a forum for and
Facilitator of p L U ot the least, the of harma.
et for the I»:)ﬂr.llratlhasiwak‘d it a3 an inconvenienoe at best and
acvirsary at worst. UN p ty in the path of its off
Lebanon and are refusing to Fﬂwas |t hasurged Thee Israel Defense Forces
Farcibly ed 2 bage and b fired on their positions, injuring
five. Niearly 230 aid workiers fior Unewa, which supports Palestinians, have been
killed in Gaza. Earfier this month, lsrael declared the UNTS secretary-general,
Angdrio Guterres, PEsona non grata. n May. its outgoing ambassador to the
WN shredded a copy of the charter, pomeo, ocross 11
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Does deposit insurance delivers?

Caoverage of bank deposit insurance in India has impraved since 2020, but premium collection can be linked to risk

POINT
BLANK.

LOKESHWARRISK

eposits with banks have
somehow been the
malmuyallmlnn
houschold's financial

s due 1o
Illclrslmp'lklt)-uThrlmpr icit safety,

Though mutual funds, insurance and
udlcr:lltmith'r assets hlw:

makir
4? centof their financial assets
intheir friendly neighbourhood banks.
Deposit insurance, therefore,
assumes importance in helpi
regulators retain the trust of the masses
inthe financlal system. India was the
second country after the USto starta
Deposit Insurance Corporation, in 1962,

This was in s tothe banki
crisis In and:hc closure of the
nd Palai Central Bank in

e post- :ndewndm:r period. DICGC
was formed with the merger of the
Credit Guarantee Corporation in 1978,
Globally too, depositinsurance has
moved intothe spotlight sm:cthulobd

Improving deposit insurance cover

[0

[N~

I Changes in deposit indurance cover
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Sowroe: DICGE

revision, the percentage of full;
ected accounts improved from 92
per cent to almost 98 per cent. This

Association of Deposit Insurers) which

cm!hbonk governance prmim.

states that deposit average
sh-mﬂd be"lln'::m] credible and cover

makes Indian it
othcrmnmwwhlthhmsimllar

financial crisis in 2008, which

many large hanks going under. The
collapse-of the Silicon Valley Bank in
2023 and the erosion of the assets of all
UShanks, further underlined the need

de a safiety net for deposi

H:lnumtrl'_r. in India, larger
commercial banks, where 93 per cent of
houschold bank deposits are parked,
have been on a relatively steady footing.
The last of the commercial banks for
whom deposit insurance was pabd were
Sikkim Bank in 2000 and Benares State
Bank in 2002, Since then, RBI has been
adroit in rescuing troubled banks by
either merging them with other financial
institutions such as Lakshmi Vilas Bank
and I:I?B.I mgilvingn plan to reconstruct
[

i
such as YES Bank.
“The problem however persists with

cooperative banks which attract

deposits from large number of urban

dwellers and currently account for 7 per
deposits.

centof houschold bank,

WHAT WORKS

The long-overdue increase in the
deposit insurance coverage in February

2020, froms t1 kakh to £5 lakh has helped
improve the insurance coverage ratios in
the country. Though the coverage limit
has been revised six times since
Inception, the limit had been left
unchanged since 1993, With this

I fon of fully
Slrn1luly the pcrtrnlI,F n{insun‘d
dtpo!uu Ill 1

the but
Imn uubelnnlinlamounl oqunﬁls
exposed o market discipline.”

large from
274 pcrcemlnzu 191 o 50.9 per cent in
2020, 'This ratio is currently at 43,1 per
cent, which is lower than the global
e of 47 per cent, but it is far better

than the 30 per cent in other lower
middle-income countries,

The deposit insurance fund of the
DICGE which is made of the premiun
collected and I’N.‘I return on the

THE

‘That said, the Indian banking landscape
with large number of tiny cooperative
banks which are operating with

pit; ol quality.

i ‘the IADI i
half of deposit insurers globall
dil‘rmnmrcmlmsfhlehuyml
additional risk measures and thus price
risk on amore granular basis; the share
e just 30 per eent in 2010,

OTHER ISSUES
Tllmim taken by the DICGC to settle

relatively lighter regulations and
higher risk creates unique chal.lemsm
deposit insurance. Of the 1997 banks
registered with the DICGC vowards the
end of March 2024, there were just 140
commercial banks but 1 857 cooperative
banks,

ot T1,98,753 crore lln;mmun endof
March 2024,

global standards. The IADI recommends
relmbursement of the claims of most

Around 70 per cent of I)lmpﬂll“de-_bmll
insurers and 40 per cent of their Asian
counterparts commence payouts within

The ratioof the fund 1o d
deposits stood at 2.11 per
i line with the global median of fund
skzes of other depositinsurers of 2 per

centin the last decade,

The insurance coverage in India is,
therefore, la inline with the
plﬂlowphro?c ADI (International

Despite the higher risk in
cooperative banks, the
insurance premium
charged to them is the
same as other commercial
banks — 12 paisa on every
100 of assessable deposits

§, stood And failures have been more among seven days.
cooperative banks in recent years, The Ws!?mliumndmd for DICGC bs,
ki1 hnscm]lﬁltht licences of 78 thvrr.qultrgtnﬂmm
201410 poration must piy itors of the
cent,which is m‘lhuu‘llocnnu were lled in 2024, under All Inclusive

Sinee inception, 12959 crore has been
paid towards insurance claims of 27
commercial banks, In contrast, arownd
116,000 crore has been paid 1o settle the
claims of de; Il.orwl'urlnn
cooperative

I!ul:drspdlc lhr hlgll.trﬂsl: in

Direction (A1) within 90 days from the
date of imposition of AID. In case any
scheme of amalgamation or other
scheme, this period could be extended
by 90 days.

‘These timelines may have been set
l:cl:ylru:ln mind the lower technology

ive banks, But

pnmium chaqzcd hem is the same as

r Foald Vaed

other commercial banks — 12 paisa on
every U100 of assessable deposits. There

based on risks in the b

not be p
the bank's tardiness in digital adoption.
Finally, the DICGC needs vo review the

isasu case for ch: remium covel limit per. torat 5. r

oo =l Rl todccp orinflation m

This will add) din its, The share of

charging a flat pmmnlm It will call for !mquepmlliwmd deposits has
an asseasment of the piaks in banks' already moved down from 5009 per cent

books based on granular data on their

in 2020 to 43.1 per cent now.

A case for easing CD ratio for small finance banks

This will provide SFBs more flexibility in managing capital and liquidity; they can lend more effectively

—
P Saravanan
A Paul Wiliams

are facing

interest income. Conversely, a lower
CDR might indicate a more cautious
lendi iallv bead

lowerincome, N
This ratio ks crucial for stakeholders,
Tudi I and the

S mall ﬁrmnoc banks (‘FRS') I Imdia

thdnﬂ'dlt dquml [(e0)] mlm
SUTRC past coml'unlrvtls. Tlmhil

bank's management, toevaluate the
bank's operational efficiency and risk

e Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) mlung rellcl‘l'rom

S$FHs vs commercial banks: While

e existing reg . &
Recent news reports highlight this
rising concern, with some SFiis
ing CD ratios exceeding 100
cent, significanthy higher than the 75 per

cent rally seen as prudent for
uhﬁwdmmmn Imlu This surge

bath SF d al banks
operate within the banking sector, they
cater todistinet customer segments and
have different iomal focuses,
Comparing them would be akinto
comparing apples and oranges.

SFBs primarily focus on serving the

*I-‘Ik lulﬁl]inglhcirmmhunl’

underserved sections of
srkie;!‘f.lachn-.llna_rmmfnurgrim.

LENDING. Must be inclusive s

being constrained latory ratios,
\wmu: the mmbr{w\ainmnlnm
certain CD patio, SFBa can focus on
expandin lhurlmdlngponlollosmd
gluw!nstfwlr customer base.

By casing CD ratio nqlun‘lnul:u,
SFis can increase funding for small
businesses and entreprencurs in rural
and semi ulbamm;.mtrlbutingm
Jjobereation and growth. Exe

SFBs from strict CD mio nmm
similar to that of commercial banks
couldbea slmlﬂcanmcp:mnl

enhancing their ability to promote
financial inclusion,

Further, SFBs have generally
maintained a healthy CD ratio. In recent
years, there has been an increasing trend
]n:M(‘D ratioof SFBs, indicating their

mncms raises concerns about their
rﬂ’ ?pﬂumun: and ability to manage
s effectively.
Cratio: The credit- it ratio
(CD) provides insight intoa bank's
lending practices and liquidity

entities,
Commercial banks, on the other hand,
cater toawider range of customers,
including individuals, large

comporat m:.nnd?\unmmmhm

rqmlalm, "

their

dp
with certain relaxations,

THE RATIONALE
SFBs were originally set up with an aim
to promote fimanckal knclusion by

\

management, By indicating how muchof — developmental activities, providing
lhcderullcdl’mdumlwhl;uudlm untomlmlnnmch ucts,
loans, it hely e bank’ I bank Ilrnlw
nerate i hrough interest on mnll‘l ing to financial inchy
s nbmdtrmnmhitlhulindudﬂ
Ahigher CDR suggests that the bank

inactively lending miore relative t its

ational operations.
eradifferentiated

providing ncmmw

Fﬂ._ ||L1I
target segmcmsandtlwlrablﬂh) w
manage liquidity effectively,
Itisessential, however, to balance this
fexibility with robust oversight 1o
ensure that these institutions remain
solvent and effective in thelr mission.
Mcautwcwmpciunmuminlrbc

yoft ideredal o
I’mlmmchrlcndmgllhc i emph ponsible lending and risk
and agriculture, management,
Eum&nnmldprwdclhmwllh
ibillity to manage capital and s: e ]

f Id:l\u n]luwlngthem 1o Icn myore
d rathicr than

¥ *
M Truchirappall nd Willirms b the Head of ndi at

deposits, which can 5

:og'mm-c banking, investment banking,
ntern:
SFBsop
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Commercial disputes

aperabors, the need for maore judicial

the affluent. Wider range of that resulted

elfort to protect

With reference to Making
commerclal courts effective’

officers specialising in commercial
and trade lws is crucialifor speedy

discussicns and debates globally are
required bo s o a sclentifc

(October 16), Aes and 3p y canassure incluive
arebos frog opur growh

downsized monetary limits foe Begais AG Rajmohan

dapute raned through commencial Anastaps, kP

courts. The g up of ' ive growth

unnecessary litgations for petty

Tunble lnsloh

CauBes, misusing the. B
under comstitutional rights, puts.
Ingurmountable burden on the
judiciary. With eontract ual

dir

Factor responaible for growthis
definitely a point to ponder,

The work by the Econormics Nobel
laureates sheds vahuble insights on
howpaiitical and ecanamic

ir phay a roke in explaining

inchusive governments. Ther snudies
showthat long term prosperity wil
be ensured if a state reducet
entreprencurial risk, preserves
property rights, creates independent

o Europe's econaimy, Imangml
that there's an emenging consensus
ir Ewrope that stronger pushback
aggainst China on the economic front
i needed. Ao, the EUTs decision

! .

faund

regulstons, di swalltly
and does savings
Vijay Singh M

Paneral L

EU-China tariff war

This refers to ‘China's EW giang BYDr

subridies ghven to
ebectric vehiles made in China, part
of abroader push against what the
comminsion describes as

anti-competithve behadour from
China that has hurt European

Businesses. On the other hand, China

" iy luskor growth ity soema countries prosper while slarms EL tarifts as rhvalry hoats up st
deputes being, v | Th formol athars danet. Europeans in the Parts car show’ (October 18). The s started investigations against
especialy with relerence to demacracy parts e Europear gl subssidies on European goods,
ecommerce:related itigations of the workd has utterty falled to systems bo control densely tariffs on electr " trade war.

emanating from predominant

erure egui-datribution of wealth

populated areas while sparsely

from Chin, risking withan

mariket pe

o o B P

populated n setthers

prortant trackng partner in an

dy

Washingaon, U3

]
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