Down to the wire
The US. presidential race is poised
ona knife’s edge

second, apparent attempt on the life of
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Indian military export to Israel — aiding genocide

recently dismissed a petition filed by
former civil servants, academics, and
activists, The petition, in Ashok Kumar Sharma
and Others vs Union of India, had sought the
nsion of existing licences and the
hholding of further licences by the

Bench of the Supreme Court of India,
A headed by the Chief Justice of India,

former US. President and Republ
candidate for the White House, [!omlcl
Trump, has again lent an air of drama to the un-
folding U.5. election campaign. Unlike the firse
such attempt, in Pennsylvania in mid-July, and in
which a shooter’s bullet hit Mr. Trump's ear, a
man with a rifle at the golf club where Mr. Trump
was located was confronted by the Secret Service
and taken into custody. While the two attempts
may win Mr. Trump some sympathy votes on No-
vember 5, it remains to be seen whether these in-
cidents impact the public psyche sufficiently to
tip the race in his favour. As it stands, the race
between Mr. Trump and his Democratic rival,
Vice-President Kamala Harris, is poised on a
knife’s edge, with the latest national average of
polls putting Ms. Harris ahead by three
tage points — 49%. Yet, analysis argue that the dif-
ference is not beyond the margin of statistical er-
ror, which would make it unwise to assume a
winner based on the current trend,

Leaving aside unexpected or shock events that
could dramatically shift the terms of the race bet-
ween now and voting day, the old election adage
and past statistical observation that a greater tur-
nout may benefit Democrats will likely hold true
in 2024, Indeed, in the 2022 midterm elections,
the performance of Republicans, who were on a
strong wicket after incumbent President Joe Bi-
den’s approval rating had fallen to relatively low
levels, was dented by Democratic Party suppor-
ters who turned out In greater numbers in the
wake of the Supreme Court decision overturning
Roe v Wade on the lederal right to abortion. Simi-
larly, Democrats may have felt encouraged after
the first Trump-Harris presidential debate, whe-
rein Mr. Trump made unfounded allegations
about immigrants eating the pets of Americans,
Immigration reform has always been a thormy is-
sue that has punctured the campalgn of many a
previous presidential candidate or the policy
plans of elected representatives. Mr. Trump al-
ready alienated m:my wu.-rs dunm; ‘his first term
and ¢ d his so-
called “Muslim ban ~ travel to the U.S. from cer-
tain Muslim-majority nations — and made deroga-
tory remarks about immigrants from Mexico and
jparts of Latin America. While it is chear that he in-
tends to continue down this path of racist nati-
vism, it remains to be seen whether Ms, Harris
will be able to offer a rational and humane border
and asylum policy for undocumented workers,
including a reasonable and just path 1o citizen-
ship for those who are productive members of
American society. There is a palpable need for bi-
partisan politics and policy at this juncture,
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Clarity of vision
Auselul drug is undone by fantastic
claims about its efficacy
T he casual exaggeration of claims in medi-

cine, unsubstantiated by science and

facts, has long been a plague in the health
sector. The promise of spectacular cures adver-
tised in the media from time to time, in fact,
prompted separate legislaton 1o curb such
claims: the Drugs And Magie Remedies (Objec-
tionable Advertisements) Act. Last week, contro-
versy over the claims over the prowess of eye
drops prescribed for presbyopia (progressive loss
of the near focusing ability of the eye due to age-
ing:. bc-d w the Central Drugs Standard Control

NSO ing a pharma

t.ulllpany's permission to manufacture and mar-
ket the product. The CDSCO said that the compa-
ny had made claims, for which it had not been
atithorised (that using the drops could Iead o
reading glasses not being needed for
“In view of public interest, and due to the 1
hood of the public being misled by these clain
permission had been suspended, The company,
ENTOD Pharmaceuticals, held that approval for
the drug was based upon a valid controlled clini-
cal trial that demonstrated efficacy and safety in
234 patients. It ladled the blame for the ‘claims’
on to media reports on the new product “which
went viral and public imagination [that] led 1o an
unusual escalation for which ENTOD Pharma-
ceuticals is not responsible”. Despite these prot-
estations, the company had posted a message on
X {since deleted) tagging Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi: "PresVu is the first DOGLapproved pro-
prietary prescription eye drops to eliminate the
need for r\-ading glasses”,

The main ingredient in the drops, pillocarpine,
waorks by causing the pupils to constrict, creating
a pinhole effect. This would enable someone
with preshyopia to see better. Pilocarpine, itself,
is not a new application in ophthalmology, or
even, preshyopia, It has been used to treat glau-
coma, though its use waned because of the side
effects, and has since been replaced by better
drugs. The U.S. FDA had, in 2021 and 2023, ap-
proved pilocarpine-based eye drops for use in
presbyopia. While the ar 1ent of these
approvals was publicised at the time, the commu-
niqués mentioned the advantages of using the
eye drops, along with the side effects, a measured
claim about offering another option for pres.
byopes, in addition to glasses, contact benses and
surgery. The intervention of the CDSCO in this
case, clearly is an attempt to reinforce the Drugs
and Magic Remedies Act. This is a valid interven:
tion in India today, where frequent advertise
ments for fantastic cures indicate the presence of
an industry that thrives on cheating gullible pa-
tients. It is the duty of the government to set store
entirely by scientific data, and rein in unsubstan-
tiated claims about drags, no matter who makes
them,
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government to public sector and private
companies, for exporting military equipment to
Israe] during the ongoing war. While the Court
made it clear that it was not ruling on the merits
of the case, it went on to issue a somewhat
detailed judgment. The dismissal raises
important questions about the limits of judicial
review over executive decisions in matters of
foreign policy and especially where there are

was the counsel for
the petitioners in the
challenge to export of
anms b lurael

grave violations of imternational hun
law,

1] opinion
The challenge was in view of the International
Court of Justice (IC]), in January, ordering
prmdslonal measures against lsrael, for violations
in the Gaza strip, of obligations umler rlu-
Genocide C ion. The provi
included an immediate halt to all killings and
destruction being perpetrated by Israel. In light
of this judgment, United Nations experts warned
against the transfer of weapons to Israel which
may “constitute serious violation of human
rights...and risk State complicity in international
crimes”. In July, the IC] rendered a detailed
opinion declaring that the sustained abuse by
Israel renders “Israel’s presence in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory unlawful”, The 1€] observed
that “all $tates are under an obligation not 10
render aid or assistance in maintaining the
situation created by lsrael's illegal presence”.

Earlier, in an adjudication before it regarding
military support by Germany to Israel (Nicaragua
v Germarty), the 1C] had significantly stated that
“the Court considers it particularly important to
remind all States of their international obligations
relating to the transfer of arms to parties to an
armed conflict, in order to avold the risk that
such arms might be used to violate the
above-mentioned Conventions™, Following this
there have been challenges to the export of arms.
to Israel in various global jurisdictions, with the
Hague Court of Appeal ordering the Dutch
government to halt the export of F-35 fighter jet
parts to lsrael given the risk that “components to
e exported to Israel will be used to commit
serious violations of international law™,

Many countries that are parties to the Geneva
amnd Genoddeconvemlonsham]laltcd the supply
of military equi h

.
Cheryl Dsouza

was the counsel for
the petitioners in the
challenge to export of
anms to lsrael

The top court’s
disimissal of a
petition on the
subject
highlights the
limits of judicial
review over
executive
decisions in
matters of
Toreign policy,
especially in

i inding obligations. Canada, Spain and
even the United Kingdom have suspended
licences of companies supplying arms to Israel.

viokations of
human
law

As a party to these Conventions, India has
similar obligations incumbent upon it. India is
obligated under the Genocide Convention to take
all measures within its power to prevent
genocide. Article 111 of the Convention makes
states' complicity in gzmndua punishable
offence. The obl not to supply weay o
states that are possibly guilty of war crimes is an
obligation directly based on common Article 1 of
the Geneva Convention, The principles in these
Conventions are peremptory norms of
international law. India, therefore, cannot export
any military equipment or weapons to lsrael,
when there is a serious risk that these weapons
might be used to commit war crimes,

Where the Supreme Court failed

In its judgments, the Supreme Court of India has
held that India ls under obligation o interpret
domestic law in the light of the obligations under
the conventions and treaties that India has signed
and ratified. However, the Court while dismissing
the present case has held, that first, international
obligations are not binding, since the country
(Israel) which is in violation of international law
(the Genocide Convention), was not before the
Court. The state of Israel not being a party before
the Court in such a challenge is irrelevant, since
no reliel was being sought against Israel, but
against the government of India and private
companies exporting arms to Israel, thereby
violating international law obligations. The Court
further stated that the petitioner’s submissions
were with regard to the “conduct of an
independent sovercign nation, namely Israel”™
and that to grant the reliefs sought, it would have
o enter findings with regard 1o the petitioner’s
allegations against lsrael. Again, the allegations by
the petitioner were with respect to the conduct of
India in sanctioning military exports, thereby
abetting genocide. And the determination of the
conduct of the state of lsracl was premised on the
IC], that had in a detailed order of the full court,
while ordering provisional measures against
Israel, noted the numerous reports by UN Special
Rapporteurs and international ald organisations
documenting how Gaza was a place of "death and
despair”,

The Court’s rationale is also indefensible given
its judgments that “Constitutional provisions
must be read and interpreted in a manner which
would enhance thelr conformity with the global
husman rights regime...and the Court must adopt
an interpretation which abicles by the
international commitments made by the country
particularly where its constitutional and statutory
mandates indicate no deviation” (2017) 10 5CC 1,
The IC] has also held that states that are party toa
particular convention “whether or not it is a
party to a specific confliet, is under an obligation

| to ensure that the requirements of the

instruments in question are complied with.”
(Legal Consequences of the Construction of a
Wall in the Occupled Palestinian Territory,
Advisory Opinion, 1.C.J. Reports 2004 (), pp.
199-200, paragraph 138). Such an obligation “does
not derive only from the Conventions themselves,
but from the general principles of humanitarian
law to which the Conventions merely give specific
expression” (Nicaragua vs United States of
America),

Second, the Court reasons that seeking a
suspension of licences with regard to contracts
with international entities, including with the
state of Israel, may involve a breach of contracts
and other fallouts. Certainly, that is what the
petitioners prayed for = a halt wo all licences for
the export of military arms to Israel in view of the
genochde and yes, pending contracts. The Court’s
fear that this would lead 1o a breach of contract s
misplaced, because any party to a contract to
export of arms can always claim force majeure
(here, due to the outhreak of a war and genocide
by Israely, The same situation woubd arise if the
Government of India were to lisell suspend the
licences, which it can do in such situations, as
done by many other countries. Being aware of
the serious risk that acts of genocide could have
been committed by Israel, the gm'ernlnenl ls
bound b ploy all means
to it to prevent genocide, which would include
suspension of export licences for military aid to
Israel. No contracting party can argue and let
alone the court enclorse as it does in this case,
that licences cannot be suspended by the
government {in a situation of genocide) because it
affects the “financial viability” of the companies
concerned.

And, third, the “selFimposed restraint on
Courts entering areas of forelm policy” was
raised as another bogey to dismiss the challenge.
India has binding commitments under
international law, especially in the context of the
application of Conventions that it has signed and
ratified, and once the Supreme Court has held
that such international law obligations which are
ot contrary to municipal law, mist be read into
the law of our land, the Court must step in to
exercise its judicial discretion and caution the
executive government when it acts in violation
these kaws.

The fallout

In the midst of an unimaginable humanitarian
crisis in Palestine and the international outery
against lsracl’s continuing genocide, the Supreme
Court’s failure to ensure that the Indian
government halis its military ald to lsrael and
complies with its commitments un,

international law, will have serious repercussions
in this war and its devastation that continues.
unabated.

Rights of future generations must guide climate debate

he Summit OF The Future, which is to
T comvene at the United Nations in New

York on September 22-23, 2024, alms to
identify multilateral pathways to address the
major problems that threaten the common future
of humanity. The list is long ~ from conflict 1o
climate c]1angc. pandemics o pol:lutlon aml

g income i litles to abomi

forms of discrimination. The \'Imm guldmglhls
multi-stakeholder consultation is a world wherein
people can thrive with a greater assurance of
protection from the impact of such threats on
their well being.

‘Future generation rights’ as main theme
The rights of future generations to live in a safe
and secure world, which is not irreparably burnt
or blighted by the follies of the past and present
generations, is a dominant theme driving
demands for climate justice. It will undoubtedly
dominate the discourse at the summit - in
rhetoric if not in real commitments. There is
ndeed a moral imperative for the present
generations to ensure a liveable planet for those
wihos will follow i the future. But is there a legal
abligation?

A spirited debate erupted on this issue, in the
pages of the European fournal of International
Law in 2023, A provocative essay by Stephen
Humphreys, Law Schoaol, London School of
Economics, was tithed *Against Futiire
Generations’. A rebuttal by legal scholars from
Metherlands, India and the U.5. was published
later. Titled “In Defence OF Future Generations..,
its lead author, Wewerinke-Singh from the
University of Amsterdam, had served as
Vanuatu's counse] in climate change-related
proceedings in the International Court of Justice,
She was part of the drafting group of the
Maastricht Principles on The Human Rights of
Future Generations.

Humphreys avers that the appeal to protect
the rights of future generations is ambiguous
rhetorie which “abjures concrete urgent existing
responsibilities towards those alive today” while
assuming them for “an abstract unformed
future”, This argument resonates with
governments which believe they hawau
obligation to pursue even env

.

K. Srinath Reddy
a Distinguished
Professor of Public
Health, the Public
Health Foundation of
bndia and the authar
of ‘Pulse to Plamet’

There is a moral
imperative to
ensure a
liveable planct
for the next
generations, but
another issue is
that nt a legal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Delhi first

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s announcement
that he would resign seon
will alter Delhi pelitics. The
city's resid have
suffered due to
long-running political

tussles, deteriorating civic
infrastructure and tragic
incidents, A political party's
electoral strategy should
not gain pricrity over

evel and

policymaking. It is crucial to
remember that governance

& @

Anshu Bharti,
Begusarai, Bihar

Mr. Kejriwal's political
journey has been one of ups
and downs, His decision is

- e

is the primary responsibility
towards Delhi's residents.

destructive paths of development to ensure high
living standards for the present generation whose
interests they have been elected to protect.
Humphreys also argues that the ‘futures® call
unfairly converts those to whom responsibility is
presently owed into those who owe responsibility
to the future,

In a counter, Wawerinke-Singh and her
co-authors argue that the future generations
discourse “has emancipatory power, offering
potential for reshaping international law based on
avision of justice and solidarity across time and
space”. They draw upon the traditional beliefs
and encoded wisdom of indigenous groups across
the world, wherein a duty towards the welfare of
future generations is regarded as a sacred norm.
Such obligations are invoked towards four to
seven generations ahead.

nts on environmental matters
They also drdw upon ]u@;nn. nts !'mm many low-
and middle-income
matters, Among those they clu.-isalandlmrk
judgment in Colombia which advanced principles
of intergenerational soli by ing the
government to formulate and Imp]cmun an
inter-generational pact for the life of the
Colombian Amazon’.

The Supreme Court of Pakistan upheld a bar
on the construction of cement plants in an
environmentally fragile zone, eloquently
declaring, “Through our pen and jurisdictional
fiat, we need to decolonkse our future generations
from the wrath of climate change, by upholding
climate justice at all times™.

The National Green Tribunal of India upheld
the principle of intergenerational equity in the
right to environment. The High Court of Kenya
decreed that the present generation is legally
obliged ‘to maintain and enhance the health,
diversity and productivity of natural resources’ to
benefit future generations. The High Court of
South Africa declared that inter-generational
justice requires the state to *consider the long
term impact of pollution on future generations”.

The Maastricht I'rlndplts clearly enunciate the

affirms that “neither the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, nor any other rights instrument
contains a temporal limitation or limits rights 1o
the present time”. It avers that “human rights
extend to all members of the human family,
including both present and future generations™. It
dcclan-s that “human generations exlﬂ within an
1 conti that is contil
and redefined”.

The Preamble further states that “human
rights of future generations must be understood,
inverpreved, and integrated within the evolving
legal context recogmising humanity's
relationships with the natural world, and the best
available science”. They emphasise that these
rights must be “interpreted and applied in light of

s o d on and responsibility to
Earth's natural : systems, now and throughout our
species’ future”,

The document’s 36 principles must guide
actions at the national and global levels. One of
these lists an obligation to protect the human
rights of future generations “against substantial
risks posed by the conduct of public and private
actors, including business enterprises™. Another
s:ipulamslhal “future generations must be

d meaningfully and effectively in
d«:islon making that may impact on their
enjoyment of human rights™. As the generation
which will usher in the future, young persons
st have their vobces heard and concerns

ed.

heed to ‘overshoot day*
Eight of the nine planetary boundaries needed
for earth’s healthy survival have already been
breached. The *planetary overshoot day*, when
earth's capacity to renew its depleted natural
resources each vear is exhausted, has moved
from December 30 in 1970 to August 1 in 2024, 1f
this continues to recede in the calendar, future
generations will be left with a bankrupt planet.
We need to veer away from this rush to perdition
not just to save those whose lives and well- being
are at immediate risk but even more so to avoid

«case for linking sustainable devel and
climate justice discourses to the rights of future

the sin of shamefully scarring the lives of future
get )

generations. The Preamble of that document The views expressed are personal
well reasoned. He has to Election overhaul There is alse concern that
prowe his credentials to stay ~ The push far ‘ane nation, regional isswes might be
relevant. Whether Mr. one election’ may have overshadowed by national
Kejriwal will be able to call ‘advantages’ But campaigns. Additianally, if a
the shots and reoccupy the | conducting the world’s State government collapses
seat, only time will tell. largest election mid-term, what happens?
. Johan Dhanakumar, simultaneously in a fair Aman Ad
Chennai manner is 3 mammoth task, | Dhenkanal, Odisha
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Woment-led development in the Rajya Sabha

he phirase "women-bed
development’, which
was recognised as one
of the six focal points

during India's presidency of the
G20, has always beena
comnerstone of the government’s
priorities and policies, Under a
women-led development
approach, women are not just
beneficlaries of development, but
also set the agenda for
development, They are key
purlidp.u sin |=Ia|mhq|:.md

Measures in the House

At a time when women are leading
governance and development
initiatives across the world, India's
legistature, a pivotal organ of s
demaocracy, cannot alford to be
Teft behind. 1t is in this backdrop
that the Viee President of India
and the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, Jagdeep Dhankar, has
Introduced a slew of progressive
measures in the proceedings of
the House as well as in the
Secretariat, Mr. Dhankar has
always held the view that the role
af women In Parliament is
enormous, He has stated that
women are the backbone of
Parliament and the country’s
economic development.

When the nation witnessed the
historic passage of the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam (Women's
Raeservation Bil, 2023, Mr.
Dhankar, in a historke move,
reconstituted the panel of
vice-chairpersons to include only
women. He emphasised that this
wotild “send a powerful message
1o the world at large and it would
symbolise that they held a
“commanding position” during this
epodhal moment of change”,

Mr. Dhankar also began the
practice of nominating four
women members, who constitue
50% of the panel of
vice-chairpersons. As a result, 8.
Phangnon Konyak became the
first woman Rajya Sabha member
from Nagaland 1o preside over the
Hesuse. Eminent athlete VT, Usha
also ereated history by becoming
the first mominated MP in history

Kusum sudhir

Joint Secretary
(Interpretation)
Hajya Sabha
Secretariat,
Pardiament of India

The Rajya Sabha
under Jagdeep
Dhankar's
chabrmanship is
lessiding by
example in
transkating the
iddeal of
wirmen-led
dievelpimient
into a reality

| tobecome the Viee Chalrperson of

the Rajya Sabha,

Under India’s presidency, the
G20 New Delhi Leaders®
Declaration underscored that
Investing in the empowerment of
all women and girls has a
multiplier effect in implementing
thee 2000 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. India is already
working tirebessly towards goal 5.5
of the Sustainable Development
Gaals, which ealls for “women's
full and effective panticipation and
equal opportunities for keadership
at all levels of decision-making in
paolitical, economic, and public
lifie.™ The Rajya Sablia Secretariat
Is expected 1o set the highesy
standards in this direction,

Initiatives in the Seeretariat
With the aim of sariking a gender
balance at the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat, Mr. Dhankar has
started many new initlatives, For
example, the sectlons related to
House duty were conventionally
considered a male domain
because they involved Lite sinings,
The Chatrman felt the need to
break such stereotypes and so, all
the gazetted women officers of the
Secretariat were trained o
perform House-related duties.
Tewday, the Table of the House is
largely being “womanned' by
female officers, Accordingly, a
duty noster is prepared ar

women officers are deputed on
chamber duty. Moreover, an
application-based system ealled
“Vahan' was introduced to address
the problem of commutation
duirkng late sitting howrs, Through
this app, women officers can avail
themselves of commutation
facilithes during odd hours. In
addition, throwgh a process of
selectbon, some women officlils of
the Secretariat have been
appointed as chamber n‘llll.ll(iﬂlll!l
This has created a £

fTutnre road map of the Rajya
Sabha Secretariat. The process has
alreacly begun, Women officers
Tave been appolnted in key
positions and leading roles in the
Rajya Sabiha Secretariat, Today,
responsibilities such as human
resources, the legislitive section,
and the capacity-bullding division
Tave been entrusted to women
officers of the Secretariat, Besides,
Tuigch skill-based work such as
officlating in Parliamentary
Standing Committees of the Rajya
Sabha is being done by women at
varbous levels, Even some senior
positions in security serviee are
belng occupled by women officers,
Top performing women officers
are being recognised and
rewarded all across the services, A
womn officer of the Secretariat
Tas been appolnted as master
trainer for GOT-Karmayogl
Bharat, The noteworthy aspect
about intreducing women-centrie
measures in the Secretariat Is the
spirit of congentality. Gender
sensitisation workshops and talks
have been organised to create a
Tiealthy eulture of gender parity,
The Chakrman, from tme o
time, has also impressed upon the
need of synergising work with
creativity and recreation. The
celebration of women's day in the
Secretariat is a case in point.
Wonnen's day programmes are
conceptualised, organised and
executed by women officers or
employees, These events glve
them many opportunities
showcase their talents.
In a vibrant democracy, it is
Taealthy to have regular
interactions between the
legislaure and academia, The
buck should not just stop at the
Secretariat. Therefore, Mr.
Dhankar offered to invite five
imterns from Miranda House in
Drl‘hl for a 15lay course on
v procedures.

atmosphiere even fnshde the House
for women MPs,

[During various interactions
with the officers of the Secretariat,
Mr. Dhankar has unequivocally
stated that women-led
development ks golng 1o be the

The Rajya Sabha uncler Mr.
Dhankar’s chalrmanship bs beading
by example in translating the ideal
af womenled development intoa
reality. This may pave the way for
other legislatures in Incia wo follow
suit,

Politics over prayer

Assam's decision to abolish the Jummi break seems to have no rationake

STATE OF PLAY

sanjay Kumar

he Assam Legislative

Assembly recently de-

clded w0 discontinue
the British-era practice of pro-
viding a two-hour break for
Jumma prayers on Fridays,
Chief Minister Himanta Blswa
Sharma said the decision was
made unanimously by both
Hindu and Muslim MLAs,

The practice has been pre-
valent in the Assembly since
1937, when it was introduced
by the Muslim League's Syed
Saadulla, The sudden move to
abalish it has predicably led
to heated debates, What is the
ratiomale for this move? Has
the proportion of Muslim
MLAS in the Assam Assembly
reduced, which led to a re-ex:
amination of this practice? Or
do fewer Muslims offer -
maas on Fridays? Let us exa
mine these two questions.

Two questions
In the current Assembly, of a
total of 126 MLAs, 31 are Mus:
Him. The numbers have not
changed significantly over the
years, The 2006 and 2011 As:
semblies had 28 Muslims
MLAs each, while the 2006
Assembly  had 25  Muslim
MLAS, who mostly belonged
to the Congress and the All In:
dla United Democratie Front
(ATUDF). All the Muslim MLAs
in the last four Assemblies be-
longed 1o parties apart from
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(). Tt was only one ex-
ception: Aminul Haque Las-
kar, who got elected on a BJP
ticket from the Bengall-domi-
nated Sonal Assembly consti-
tuency. He too later switched
to the Congress. Thus, the
change in rules will hurt the
Muslim MLAs, wha all belong
to non-BJP parties.

Surveys conducted by Lok:

nitl indicate that there has
hardly been any decline in the
levels of religiosity among In-
dian Muslims. The practioe of
offering namaas every day is
widely prevalent. According
to the survey, in 2014, 55% of
Muslims said that they offered
namais dally, while another
7% sald that they did so
weekly, Another 10% sabd that
they offered namaaz only dur-
ing festivals. This means that
B6% of Muslims offer namaaz
on a regular basls.

A survey conducted in 2024
showed that the proportion of
Muslims offering namaaz ev:
ery day Inereased o 63%.
Another 22% sald they offer
manags on Fridays and yet
another 7% said that they do
soonly during festivals. The
share of Muslims who offer na-
maaz dally has increased in
the last 10 years. Thus, these
surveys show that there has
been no significant change in
the levels of religlosity among
Indian Muslims. That is, there
Is hardly any change in the fre-

criticised the decision, claim:
Iingg that it was almed at tanget-
ing Muslims abvead of the 2026
Assembly elections, The party
alleged that this was yet anoth:
er move by the BJFled govern:
ment o target Muslims for
political benefits. Rashtriya Ja-
it Dal (RID) leader Tejashwi
Yadav also condemned the
v, alleging that it had been
taken 1o gain “cheap publici-
ty". He said that the BIP want-
ed to “bother Muslims in some
way or the other”,

The decision was opposed
not only by Opposition parties
but alse by the National De-
mocratic Alliance’s own allies
= the Janata Dal (Unied) and
the Lok Jan Shakei Party (1]P),
JINU) leader Neeraj Kumar ac-
cused the Chief Minister of un-
dermining religious practices
and questioned his prioritles,
suggesting that the govern:
ment should focus on issues
such as poverty  alleviation
and food prevention. Mr. Ku-
mar also ralsed questlons
about the constiutional pro-
tection of relighous beliels, ask:
ing whether similar bans
would be imposed on Hindu
traditions, such as animal sa-
crifices at the Maa Kamakhya
Temple in Guwahati, Similar
Iy, K.C. Tyagi, a JINU) funetion-
ary who has since resigned,
emphasised  the need
uphold the Constitution's pro-

quency of offering namaas, tection of liberty of thought,

Therelore, neither of these | expression, beliel, falth, and
two  possible  exy worship, In 10 these
seems o hold g 1, S0, why I My Sarma  ex-
was this longstanding prac: | pressed sw

tice been changed? The Chiel
Minister sald that the move
“prioritises productivit d
sheds India's “colonial bag:
gage”. He argued that it was
taken in view of the "secular
nature of the Constiution®,

Criticisms.
However,  not everyone
agrees. Some see politkeal mo-

tives for this move. The AIUDF

rprise,

Givens the eriticism, will the
government reconshder lis de-
clsion? This is not impossible,
especially since we have seen
the Central government take
many decishons only to with-
draw them following a back:
Lashy in recent times,

iy Kiurmar is Profissor ard
Covadinector, Comtre for the Study of |
Deveoping Societies, New Defd

Changing rural equations in Haryana’s battleground

While the BIP largely retained its urban strengths in the Lok Sabha polls it is playing catchup in rural arcas

Faridabad NIT,
and Badkhal, in the

Fariclabad and Gurugram districts,
Thave increased by over 50% in the

Table 3 shows that the BIP se-
cured over 40% of the vote share

Sohna, G
| DATA POINT | | Baca
Mitlka Francis
Vignesh Radhakrishnan period,

n the 2024 Lok Sabha polls,
thee BI? lost a significant share

of its rural voter base, with
mnich of it shifting o the Congress.

In Monday's Data Point, we had
highlighted the wind behind the
Congress's electoral prospects in
the Haryama Assembly elections,
Thie Grand Old Party has gained &
fillip thanks to a significant in-
erease in its vote share in the raral
and sermib-rural areas of the State in
e 2024 Lok Sabla polls, With thie
reghonal parties losing thelr sup-
port base in the Lok Sabha polls
and the contest becoming largely
bipolar, a fall in the BIPs rural vote
share benefited the Congress,

The BJP has also lost a chunk of
votes in urban areas compared 1o
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, which
again benefited the Congress, but
nevertheless secured more than
50% of the votes in cities in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, Map 1
provides a geospatial representa-
o of Haryana, divided into rural,
semi-rural, semi-urban, and urban
areas,

The Assembly seats abutting
Delhi, such as Gurugram, Bad-
shahpur, Badkhal, Farkdabad, and
Ballabgarh, are urban in nature,
while those in the eastern border,
abong Uttar Pradesh, are classified
as semi-urban or semi-rural, Seats
in the western border along Pun-
Jaband Rajasthan are rural, In gen-
eral, the State becomes increasing:
Iy rural as we move away from
Dellii and the eastern border.

Notably, in the areas adjoining
the relatively more urban eastern
border and the rapidly urbanising
places around Delhl, the votlng
population has surged, largely due
1o migration, Map 2 shows the per-
centage change in electors in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections com:
pared o the 2014 Lok Sabha polls.

The number of electors In the
Assembly segments of Tigaon,

i

in semi-urban areas and close 1o
500% of votes in urban seats in the
recent Assembly elections (2004
amd 2009, Iis vote share in such
areas inereased even further if the
recent Lok Sabha elections are
considered. The Congress, on the
other hand, performed poorly, se-
curimg about 15%25% in the recent
polls {Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections). However, the panty
managed to increase its vote share
T 35% in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
by making a small dent in the BJP's
support base in urban areas,

In rural areas, the preference
for reglonal parties sich as the In-
dian National Lok Dal was more
promounced in the 2004 Lok Sabla
and Assembly elections, with over
hall the voters choosing neither
the BJIP nor the Congress. The BIP
managed to reverse this trend in
the 2009 Lok Sabha elections by
securing over 50% of the rural and
semb-rural votes, and the Congress
gained marginally too, But in the
subsequent Assembly elections in
2009, the Jannayak Janta Party's fo-
ray helped it secure a sizeable vote
share, even If the total share of the
regional parties was lower com-
pared to the 2004 Assembly elec-
tions,

With the Congress gaining sig:
nificantly in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls and the share of the regional
parties shrinking further, the BJP
T trbed to stem s losses and re-
galn support by liting the export
curbs on basmath rice. This move
will benefit farmers in the State,
Haryana and Punjab are the top
two States n terms of production.

Map 4 shows the production of
basmati rice in thousand tonnes
fior 20G3. I this move does have an
impact, it will be most pro-
nounced in the Assembly seais in
the Jind and Sirsa districts fol-
lowed by Karnal and Sonipat,

Rural-urban voting patterns

Data bor the maps and lables were sourced Irom the Election Commisibon of India, the Aylrul!ural and Progessed Foad
Produsts Export Development Authosity, and the Data Lab, The I
done by aggregating night light intensity data on i

Map 1z Geospatial representation of
Haryana, divided into rural, sem|
rural, semi-urban, and urban areas

Map 2: Percentage change in electors
Inthe 3024 Lok Sabha lections
compared 1o the 2014 Lok Sabha polls

- Rl
= Semi-rual
= Semi-erban
- iban

Change in electors
(2074 10 2024 in %)

1% ' 0%

Table 3: Vote share secured by the BUP and the Congress
across rursd and wrban areas. Figures in %
Congress

Map 4: Production of basmati rice in
thousand tonnes for 2023
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Train alarm chain pulling
on increase

Madras, Sept. 16: The Southern Rallway
authorities are concerned over the growlng
menace uFdIarm chain |:u|||.1:g m“hldl Thas upset
the | y of tradns in the b

sections of the Madras Division,

There has been a significant rise in the
number of such incldents in recent months,
From 501 in July, the figure rose to 579 in
August, It is unlikely to goup still further in
.;;{:l.’mhﬂ. e ally for the first ten days being

Astudy of the figures shows the
Gudur-Madras section accounted for the Lirgest
number = 153 out of 233 reported til Seprember
10~ and the incidents occurred mostly
between Tiruvottlyar and Ennore stathons,

Railway sources antribute the spurt in the
number of chain pullings to increased smugggling
of rice from Andhra centres in the context of
rice scarcity and high prices in Madras, The
smuggglers, it is said, pulled the alarm chain to
unlboad the stocks midway between stations. The
re-imposition of Prohibitien in Tamil Nadu from
Sepuember | has given rise to smuggling of
liquor also from Andhra Pradesh in recent
weeks, according to a Radlway spokesman,

Yet ancther matter agitating the Railways is
the cases of assault on train crew reported from
thls section, T M-drh\'r ofa

i i local 1 head
injuries y a5 an result of stone-th
by a group of persons stancling beside the 1rul¢
between Tiruvottiyur and Ennore,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  SEPT. 17, 1924

The world’s shorthand
championship

A correspondent writes: Information has been
recelved from Washington that in the annual
Shorthand speed competition held on Aug, 18th
by the National Shorthand Reporters”
association, the championship wis won by Mr,
Charles L. Swem, a writer of Gregg Shorthand
and formerly officlal reporter to the late
President Woodrow Wilson. Mr. Nathan Behrin,
the greatest writer of Pitman Shorthand the
world has yet produced, secured the second
place, Thie third place was won by M MJ.
Dupraw, a young Gregg writer, elghteen years of

age.
- -
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How quantum computing can make
large language models even better

Quantum processes can help LLMs lower their carbon footprint or become more sophisticated for the same energy usage: sidestep their
predilection for ‘hallucinating’ information: improve the ability to understand syntactics: and are feasible for stationary and nonstationary data

Qudsia Gani
Rukhsanul Hag
Mohsin Hahi

n recent years, the landscape of

artificial inelligence (Al),

particularly within the realm of

natiiral language processing (NLP),
has undergone a remarkable
transformation. We have witnessed the
rise of powerful large language models
(LLMs) made by Openal, Google, and
Microsoft, among others, and generative
Al (Gen-Al, characterised by its
unparalleled ability to generate data
based on user inputs.

These sophisticated models have
revolutionised human-computer
interactions, bestowing upon users
experiences akin to human
understanding. The advent of these
cuiting-edge technologies and their wide
availability has compelled people at large,
industry stakeholders, and governmental
bodies to pay attention 1o their
implications.

Problems with current LLMs

LLMs are a cornerstone in Al and mirror
the complexities of human language
processing. They can classify text, answer

Quantum natural language processing has emerged as an active ar
tative i i, GOOGLE DEEPMIND

questions, and translate
But they also alotof
energy to be rained and when put in use.

For example, as models go, LLMs are
much larger than other Al applications
such as computer vision, The energy
consumption of a large language model
(LLM} is determined mostly by the
number of parameters it has. Larger
models demand more computational
power for both training and inference,
For example, GFT-3 has 175 billion
parameters and required around 1,287
MWh of electricity to train. This is around
what an average American household
consumes in 120 years.LLMs also surpass
non-Al applications in this regard,
Training an LLM with 1.75 billion
parameters can emit up to 284 tonnes of
carbon dioxide, which represents more
energy than that required to run a data
centre with 5,000 servers for a year.

It’s important that we Jower LLMs’
carbon footprint to ensure they are
sustainable and cost-effective. Achieving
these goals will give LLMs more room to
become more sophisticated as well.

Another shortcoming of LLMs pertaing
1o their pretrained nature, which
restricts the level of control users have
over their functioning. These models are
trained on large datasets, with which they
dew:lnp awareness of word-use patterns
iverse linguistic comexts, But such
training often also results in
“hallucinations.” Essentially, LLMs may

develop sustainable, energy-efficient
approaches that yield more accurate
m

Syntactics and semantics

Quanbum computing is a highly promising
waty to address these challenges. It
harnesses the remarkable properties of
quantum physics like superposition and

research P

LLMs are a comerstone in Aland

mirror the complexities of human
Lnguage processing. They can
text, answer questions, and o
between languages. But they also

for language

«changes in trends over a short period and
the values move within a predictable
range, On the other hand, nonstationary
data keep changing, such as ambient
temperalule stock prices, and the GDP.
Classical methods struggle to analyse such
data accurately.

In the new study, the researchers built
atime-series QGen Al model and

for ¢ consume a lotof energy evaluated its performance by applying it

In particular, quantum natural ldnguqu. to solve plausible financial problems.
processing (QNLP) has emerged as an They wrote in their preprint paper:
active and I:urgeoning l'|e1d of mscar:]\ system (like an atom or a group of “Future data for two correlated tme
with | I} for icl be i q SeTies were g fand d with
l.'mplwe mode]lmg state — a mathematical representation classical methods such as Ion,gsmrt-tenn

QNLP incurs lower energy costs than that keeps evolving with time. By studying | memory and vector autoregression.
conventional LLMs by leveraging this representation, we can determine the | Furthermore, numerical experiments

quantum phenomena, ONLP models also
require far fewer parameters than their
classical counterparts in order 1o achieve
the same outcomes (on paper), thus
promising to enhance efficiency without
compromising performance.
This processing paradigm takes

e of quantum correl
approach in which the system Fncums on
grammar (syntax) and meaning
(semantics) together rather than
separately as conventional systems do.
QNLP achieves this using a better
“mapping” between the rules of grammar
and quantum physical phenomena like
emtanglement and superposition. The

result is a deeper, more complete
n i \

of

Re text that is ¢ coherent
but faciually incorrect or semantically
nonsensical. This arises from limitations
inherent to the training, when the
maodel’s understanding may diverge from
reality.

A third limitation revolves around the
abilities of current LLMs 1o understand
syntactics. Syntax refers to the structural
arrangement of words and phrases ina
sentence. LLMs excel at processing the
semantic (meaning-relatedy aspects of
matural language but struggle with syntax.
For example, they may overlook or
misinterpret syntactic cues and impede
their ability to generate comtextually
appropriate text. In sum, we need to

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

The approach is also expected to
mitigate the “hallucinations” that plague
many existing LLMs, as the resulting
ONLP models are better equipped o
distinguish the contexts of various pieces
of information and produce more
ACCUrANE OUINLS.

With the help of QNLP, researchers
also hope to uncover the mental
processes that allow us to understand and
create sentences, vielding new insights
into how language works in the mind.

Time-series forecasting
From the basic details of quantum

| mechanics, we learn that a quantum

expected outcomes of an experiment
involving that system. Based on the same
idea, researchers have proposed a
quantum generative model o work with
time-series data.

A generative model ks a mathematical
maodel that generates data, if required,
with a user's inputs.

A general model designed to run ona
quAntLm computer is a quantum
generative model (QGen), Here, the
techniques of quantum computing can be
used to create or analyse sophisticated
time-series data that conventional
computers struggle with. Time-series data
is data of something that has been
recorded at fived intervals. This new data
«can then be used to teach quantum
algorithms o identify patterns in the data
more efficiently, to solve complex
problems related 1o forecasting (e.g.,
stock market trends), and/or to detect
anomalies.

On May 20, 2024, researchers in Japan
reported that a QGen Al model they built
could successfully work with both
stationary and nonstationary data.

Stationary data refers o information
that doesn't change much over time. It
stays falrly constant o fluctustes around
a stable average. For example, the current
price of a commodity like gold or the
world's population can be congidered
statbonary: the data doesn't show big

were performed to complete missing
values, Based on the results, we evaluated
the practical applications of the
time-series quantum generation model. It
was observed that fewer parameter values
were required compared with the
classical method. In addition, the
quantum time-series generation model
was feasible for both stationary and
nonstationary data”

That fewer parameters were required
means the model based on the quanium
computer could solve the same problems
as a classical computer but while
requiring less computational resources.

Im sum, quantum computing holds
considerable potential to revolutionise Al
applications, particularly in addressing
the challenges posed by current LLMs,

By embracing QNLP and QGen-Al,
together with advancements in
time-series forecasting, we can pave the
way for sustainable, efficient, and
performant Al systems.

(Quidsia Gani is assistant professor,
Department of Physics, Government Degree
College, Pattan, qudsiaganiG@gmil.conm.
Rukhsarul Hagq is a quantum Al scientist at
IBM Benigahiri,
quantemhag.cgai@gmail.com, Mohsin
Nhi is senfor quanium scleniist, Centre of
Excellence, Chinar Quarttum Al, Pyt Ltd.,
Srinagar, mohsinilahi23@grmail.com.)
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Today is the 30th death anniversary of Karl Popper

Siva Shakthi A,

[N

QUESTION 1

Karl Popper is best known for an
influential philosophy of science he
developed in the 201h eentury,

particularly his concept of ik

Popper attempted to challenge a
particular interpretation of quantum
mechanics put forth by scientists Neils
Bohr, Werner Heisenberg, and Max Bohr.
Popper argued against the idea that

which states that sclentific theories
must by definition be capable of being
praven wrong. Fill in the blank.

(9

QUESTION 2

While Popper believed science
progresses through the demarcation of
seience from non-science, which
historian of sciemoe .ll‘&ul}d that major
changes in sclence occur when a

[N

QUESTION 4

Ina 1934 book, Popper intraduced the
idea that scientific theories should be
testable and refutable to be considered
walid in an influential 1934 book. Name
it 1t laid the foundation fos his
philosophy and later influenced the
wark of several scientists and

particles have definite properties only Answers to September 12 quiz
whiesn they're mexsured. What is the 1, Davice used 1o deliver sound and
etation called? images in ‘The Jazz Singer’ - Ang:
Vitaphone

prevailing scientific framework or a =
paradigm is overturned and replaced by QUESTION §
anew one? Popperwasa criticel ________ the
k belief that science could determine
QUESTION 3 universal truths just by repeated
CM S K [l

L

observation and empirical data. His
witw made him Laud the wark of Albert
Einstein, which incorporated
theoretical innovation alongside
empirical testing.

2. Emile Berliner's material of choice for
records - Ans: Shellac

3. Wavelength of lasers in compact disc
players - Ans: T80 nm

4. Algarithen for lossless data
compression - Ans: Huffman coding
5. Device that imprinted audio data on
magnetic material - Ans: Tape
philasophers. recorder

First contact: Seema Das | KN,
Viswanathan | Subhadip Paria |
Falicherlu V. Prakash | Anmal Agrawal

Visual: Name this German astronomer whose theory of planetary motion
helped Popper develop his philasophy of science. ALDERON
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Environment
takes centre
stage as global
summits loom

Agence France Presse

Global warming, biodiversity loss,
desertification, and plastic pollution =
these urgent environmental challenges
will be in the spotlight over the next few
months as the United Nations hosts four
mujor sessions o address key threats to
the planet.

First up is a Conference of the Parties
(COP) dedicated to biodiversity being held
in Cali, Colombia, from October 21 to
Novemnber 1.

These are called every two years 1o
debate how the world can cooperate to
better protect the rich variety of plant
and animal life in the natural world.

The COPIG isn't expected to break new
ground but s more a stocktake of
progress since the last summit secured
historic assurances for biodiversity.

In 2002 in Montreal, nations agreed to
place 30% of the planet under
environmental protection by 2030 ina
landmark pact aimed at arresting
biodiversity loss and restoring ecosystems
1o health.

In Cali, countries will put forward
national strategles to meet this global
objective,

Second, the world's most important
conference on climate change is being
Thosted this year by Azerbaijan, a country
dependent heavily on oil and gas exports,
from Newember 11 1o 22,

While the last summit in Dubai in 2023
delivered a historic commitment o
transition the world away from fossil
fuels, supporting poorer countries with

The COPILG is expected to assess
progress since the last summit,
which secured significani pledges
to promote biodiversity

climate change will top this year’s agenda.

The summit, known as COP29, is
expected o land a new agreement on
climate finance: money from rich nations
most responsible for global warming o
developing countries vulnerable to
climate change.

There lsn't an agreed figure yet, or
even consensus on where the money
should come from, who should receive it,
and what form it could take.

Developing countries are pushing for
much more than the $100 billion pledged
in 2009,

The result of the US election, just six
days before COP29 begins, could also
twist final negotiations.

Third is the least high profile of the
three COPs on desertification, This critical
session in Saudi Arabia will address the
loss of fertile land to desert.

Climate variation like droughts and
human activities like overgrazing can
result in desertification, a process where
land degrades and becomes
unproductive.

Experts hope the COPIG on
desertification, scheduled to take place in
Riyadh from December 2 to 13, can act as
a urning point in addressing this
problem.

Finally: plastics. In 2022, some 175
nations agreed to fast-track negotiations
towards a treaty on plastic pollution, and
the final session gets underway on
November 25 in South Konea.

The treaty aims to marshal an
international response to the plastic trash
choking the environment, from oceans
and rivers to mountains and sea ice.

Some nations want the treaty to
restrict how mich plastic can be made,
while others, particularly oil and gas
producing countries that provide the raw
materials to make plastic, want a focus on
recycling.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Sclence’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject 'Daily page’
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Moving ahead on
concurrent polls

On contested reforms, government must build
consensus ahead of ad ministrative action

Narendra Modi government, which
completesa 100 days in offiee today, intends to
roll out its “one nation, one election” agenda
during this term. A senior functionary of the

government said this on Sunday, while highlighting the
multiple policy interventions made in Prime Minister
Modi'sthird consecutive term. However, the
government’s push for simultaneous polls to
Parliament and state assemblies—a hugely contested
issue that will necessarily involve the overhauling of
India’s electoral democracy—is likely to test its political
mettle: The BIP, which is deeply invested inthe idea,
will need to get all its allies on board, and. even reach
out to a resurgent Opposition, sections of which are
oppaosed to this reform. Sindlarly, the government will
hiave to take a call on whether 1© have a caste count
when it kickstarts the much-delayed population census.

The government has, of course, sought to dispel the
notion that the compulsions of runming a coalition

mment — unlike in the NDA governments of 2014
and 2019, the BIP this time has fallen shortof a simple
majority and i dependent on allies such as the JD{U)
and the TDP for murmbers in the Lok Sabha —may force
it to keep contentious issues on the back burner. In the
past two terms, it had its way in Purliament on policy
matters —the farm Bills, which it withdrew following a
year-long agitation by farmers’ organisations, were an
exception. In the case of “one nation, one election”, the
government will need a broader consensus since the
change also concerns the states and local bodies. There
could always bea pushback from unexpected quarters,
including allies, if the necessary goodwill kas not been
created in favour of radical reforms.

Legal and administrative hassles can stymie the
best ofpohnﬁ inthe best of times, Both in the case
of si polls and thereare
persuasive arguments in their favour and against
them: The government has argued that multiple and
frequent elections bleed the exchequer and slow
down governance whereas critics view the move as
undermining the federal character of the Republic.
Caste censusis similarlya fraught issue wherein
electoral considerations have overshadowed a
dispassionate conversation on the merits and
demerits of including caste as a census category —
since 1931, only Scheduled Castes have been
enumerated as a distinct group.

Against this backdrop, it is best if the government
initiates a dialogue involving varous stakeholders o
iron our differences and forge a consensus before
initiating administrative action on both the policies.

. . .
Diversity is central to
. . . .
ajust judicial system
ast week, Supreme Court judge justice BV
Nagarathna, while speaking to law graduates in
Delhi about the significant challenges facing the
legal profession, described the state of affairs as
“disturbing”, and lamented the gender imbalance in the
legal profession. In her lecture at NLU Delhi, she noted
that out of 788 judges in high courts, only 107, or just
13%, are women, decrying the systemic barriers
preventing women from advancing in their careers.
The judge is right. Problems of diversity are old and
endemic in India’s legal system. Her argument was
made in the context of gender but can be equally
applied to questions of diversity across caste, faith,
tribes, classes and opportunities. The presence of judges
from diverse backgrounds and walks of life is notonlya
social good that ensures equality of opportunity in
cours but also enriches the judicial system with
valuable perspectives. It makes the criminal justice
system more empathetic, helping marginalised groups
wacoess justioe. As Chief Justice of India Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud has noted, such a focus on diversity
doesn 't detract from the pursuit of merit but instead
enriches it, broadens the spectrum of perspectives, and
leads to more: ive and equitable decisions.
Ensuring such diversity, though, is a demanding
and painstaking task. The legal profession is
historically plagued by access barriers, and while
strides have been made, concerted efforts are needed
totear down legacy hurdles, Artention must be paid to
structural issues, Justice Nagarathna noted that
women account for only 15% of enrolled lawyers in
India, and many drop out in the prime of their careers
becanse of the lack of work-life balance. Diversity
efforts can bear rich fruits — a justjudicial system that
mirrors the diversity of the society it serves.

takes on bulldozer justice

Tackling bulldozer action
needs more than just
guidelines: The Court
must fix accountability
to ensure restitution for
the illegalities that have
occurred, and deterrence
for the future

ver the last three years,
in multiple parts of the
country, we have seen
the advent of what
some people call “bull-
dozer raf” and others —
in a sirange inversion of the phrase
—mll“'hu]ldmr?umw'. The facts
are well-known: If there is a disturb-
ance = particularly a communal dis-
mirbance, of violence —in an area,
s00n after that, the adminstration
brings in a bulldozer and demol-
ishes the homes of (some of) the
people who are accused of being ﬁ
behind the disturtance. To jusfy
this action. the Sovernment (n ques-
tlon claims that the demolished
eouses are brregular or Qlegal con-
structions. However, nobody s
fooled, Politiclans take credit for
bulldazer action, claiming to have
delivered instant justice. Much like
“emcounter killings®, bulldozer
action is State-sanctioned punitive
violence, that is conducted extrale-
gally, and indeed. in violation of the
rule of law.
In recent times, tion

vindictive. with a house being
dernol ished because the ienant's son
wasaceused of a communal erime.
Incidents like this also show why
such bulldozer action is contrary 1o
all norms of civilised society: It tar-
gets not only the al perpetrator
of an offence (before any guilt is
proven), but, by destroying dwelling
places, entire families. Such collec-
tive punishment is reminiscent of
medieval socheties, where individu-
als would be punished for treason
by having their families executed
along with them. One would think
that a modem democratic
Republic would have left
that kind of punishment
Far behind,

Although  bulldozer
Action has been challenged
in courts for the last three
years, unfortunately, the
courts have refused to
acknowledge —
respond to — the srﬂnus
threat to the rule of law
that such State-sanclioned punitive
violence presents. That appears 1o
have finally changed earlier this
month. when a two-judge bench of
the Supreme Court Onally ook
notlee of such action. and ques-
tioned how the home of an accused
{or even a convicted) person could
simply be demolished by the State.
The Court indicated that it would
frame guidelines to deal with the
issuc,

Th:' Euurt % intervention is
[ {oorne, although one

Tt become even more 1rh|mry11.d

might question why It took the justi-

Gautam
Bhatia

oes 0 long to spot what has beenin
plain sight for solong, Likewise, the
Court’s indication that it wishes to
tackle the problem is lsudable, How-
ever, the framing of guidelines
might be insufficient todo so, There
are two Teasons for this.

First, when the State acts in a

manner that is outside the bounds of

the law, what is required by the
Court Is to fix accountability, to
ensure both restitution for the ille-
galities that have occurred, and
deterrence for the future. Guidelines
= which are essentially regulatory
in nature — may not accom-
plish cither goal, The
Court’s previous altempls to
frame guidelines in the
«cases of hate speech and
‘mob lynching are instruct-
ive. These have played no
deterrent roles, and individ-
wals have had to come back
1o the Court and request it
1o ensure that the guide-
lines it has passed arc
|mp|€1nt‘lllul.$nl‘|lt’ff0m Teave ol
met with much Success, as cases
have elther not been heard, or have
gone before other judges, who have
not been & committed w thelr
enforcement as the judges who
issued the original guidelines. The
same might be the case here.
Secondly, the practice of vindic-
tive demolition of people’s homes is
ot something to be regulated. but
something to be quelled entirely. As
State officials can — and have —
often find innocuous reasons to
mask vindletive demalition. there is

would |

a real risk that guldelines might end
up legalising the practice rather
than stopping it

I, therefore, the Court does
Ielieve thar guidelines are the way

State officlals 1o personally make
restitution for a proven, wronghy
ordered demalition. Oaly then will
such officials think twice about

diately acceding to the desires

forward, such guidelines must be
framed with extreme care. As politi
cal spectade is at the heart of bull-
dozer action, forcing officials w fully
comply with existing legal
—such as glving due notice, having
a hearing, not ondering & demadition
unless there 18 no less restrictive
alternative, and not acting on deme-
litions until the right to appeal has
been exhausted — will ensure that
politicians will no longer be able to
whipup popular sentiment by sead-
ing Inbulldozers the day after com-
munal tensions.

Guidelines will be uscless unless
there is some penalty involved for
their breach: For exam ple, ordering

of their political masters to engage
in punitive demoditions.

These are but two examples of
what guidelines might contain, 10
have a genuine effect. and to not
exist merely on paper. Ulimately,
punitive demolitlons ane a scourge,
where the Stale not only agages In
targeted viclence (that often has a
religious angle) but actively under-
mines the rule of law, Any solution
the Court comes up with must rec-
ognise the scale of the problem and
respond accordingly.

Crauram Bhatla Is & Delbi-besed
advosat,
The views expressed are persanal

Summit of the Future:
The UN at a crossroads

comes ata Hme when faith in muki-
lateralism is at a low point. In the
wake of crises such as the Covid-19 pan-
demic and conficts in Ukraine and Gaga,
the question remains: Will this summit be
the rransformative moment that reshapes
global governance. or just another missed
apportunity, reinforcing the narrative af
multilateralism’s decline?
is summit represents a crossroads for
the UN. It has the potential to renew the
organisation’s relevance in an increasingly
complex world — of o deepen its marginal-
isatlon, The UN's effectiveness has come
under fire, with detractors arguing that the
institution is mired in ineffldency. out of
wuch with modern realities, and increas-
Ingly unalsle 1o resolve ghabal crises. Coun-
terimtaitively, wiike many express scepti-
eism abaut the UNS ability to reform, the
fact that this summit is happening shows
that all is not bost.

The centrepicee of the summit ks
the propesed Pact for the Future,a
strepmlined I0-page document
outlining a bold vision for UN
reform and global cooperation.
The Pact consolidates a broad
rangc of isswes into five main chap-
ters: Sustainable Gc\-ﬂowmen::
international peace and security:
youth and future generations: sci-
ence, technology, innovation, and
digital cooperation; and transforming
global povernance. I8 proposes 60 specilic
acthons in these areas, which represents a
significant step forward. However, one can't
help but ask ks this merely the lowest com-
mon denominator? After all, muliilateral
diplomacy often settles for the most agreea-
bie solutions rather than the most trans-
formative ones,

Thie UN's eritics point to its longstanding
structural issues, particularly the Security
Councl]'s (UNSC) power structare, The veto
power held by the five permanent members
— China, France, Russia. the United King-
dom, and the United States — has frequently
led to deadlock, hampering meaningful
action on critical issues such as the warsin
Ukraine and Gaza. The UNSC's oatdated
framework has become emblematic of the
broader perception that the UN is more
focused on thetoric than acton. Not sur-
prisingly. many believe thata summit, how-
ever well-intentioned. will not be enough to
solve these deeprrooted problems.,

Consequently, the upooming summit is
seen by many as a case of oo litde, 1o late,
They argue that the UN's problems are so
deep-rooted that a single evenl cannot
reverse s declining influence, Instead, they
predict a continuation of the status quo,
with regional and bilateral alliances
increasingly overshadowing multilateral
elforts. further eroding the UN's relevanes,

Wet, all is not lost, There are strong rea-
sons to believe that the summit could
indeed mark a turning point. First, the mere
fact that this summit is being beld reflects a
recognition among member States that the
current state of global govemance is unsus-
tainable. No single nation. no matter how
powerful, can tackle the interconnected cri-
ses of climate, termorsm. pandemics, and
cyber threats alone. Paradaxically, there-
fore, the 21st-century challenges may rein-
force the need for global cooperation.

he United Nations (UN) Summit of
I the Future on September 22-23

Ruchira
Kambaoj

The summdt offers a rare platform to
address these challenges collectively, but
more importantly, it may serve os a catalyst
for real reform within the UN. Conversa-
tions around expanding the UNSC and on
limiting or abolishing veto power suggest
that the summit could lay the groundwork
for future changes. However, realistically,
W may not see immediate transformative
reform. The potential for bold action
depends largely on whether member States
can move heyond superficial consensus-
building.

The summit could also catalyse neforms
across other areas of the UN system. suchas
conflict prevention. digial govemance, and
humanitarian efforts. Importanily. the
Inclusion of dvil society, the private sector,
and other non-5take actors in these discus-
slons represents a potential bridglng of gaps
between the UN and the broader interna-
tional community, offering new partner-
ships that could breathe life into multilater-
alism.

Still, the summit’s success will
depend on more than just broad
commitments, It will require con-
«erete steps and significant invest-
ments fo ensure that the Pact for
the Future is implemented. With-
‘out this, there's a risk that the Pact
will remain just another well-
meaning but ultimately symbolic
document, lacking in substance.
Optimistically, the very existence of
the Pact —even in its draft form — signals a
recognition that the status quo is insulli-
clent. This acknowledgment sets the stage
For futwre pegotistions and, at the very least,
provides a framework for long-term change.

it ks crucial, however, not to overbook the
criticisms. The absenoe of specific commit-
ments around contentious issues, such as
UNSC reform, raises doubts about whether
the summit can produee real, trans forma-
tive results. Some argue that the Pact may
amount to little more than a symbolic ges-
fure, rather thnn a practical roadmap for

heamge. Andd yet, i even
a modest pact — adopted by consensus —
could demonstrate that multlateralism is
far from dead. It would show thar despite
the polarisation and lack of solidarity within
the UN, member States can still engage in

meaninglul diplomacy. Thus. the summit
iy pot Iu1ng“j “root-and-branch” reform
many hoped for, but it does offer a starting

point for rejuvenating global governance.

In conclusion, the summit represents
both a mement of ruth and an oppertunity
for the UN. The Pact outines critical areas
for reform and sets the stage for future dis-
eussicas. Whethier Lhis becomes a thue um-
ing point or o missed oppoertunity will
depend on the political will of member
States,

1 they can rise above the lowest comman
denominator, embrace transformative
change, and make substantial investments
imimplementing the Pact, the summit could
mark the beginning of a “UN 207, Although
multilateralism has weakened, it is far from

L What remains clear, however, is that
the workd can’t afford a defunct UN, and the
summit could be a catalyst for its much-
needed reset.

Rughire Kamb 15 farmer permarsant
representative of ndia t the UN,
The views expressed are persewal

NARGES MOHAMMADI

\.l

1 urge the United Nations to end

its inaction in the

¢ of the

mination
uthoritari

The journey ahead for
food processing in India

wisdom and capacity to embrace
rogress, From the ancient tradi-
tions of pickling and drying to the sophist-
cated technologies of today, India has seam-
lessly blended its rich culinary heritage
with modern advancements. And this is not
Justabout feeding the masses, but about cel-
chrating the diverse and intricate lavours
that define India’s gastronomic identity.

India’s food processing sector is emblem-
aticof the transformative petential that lics
at the intersection of tradition and moder-
mity.

Food processing involves a wide arvay of
activitics, from harvesting, sorting, and
grading to packaging, preservation, and
wilue addition, and acts as a catalyst in
bridging the chasm between the
farm and the global market. It is
within this crucible that the raw
produce of our fields is rans-
formed into products of interna-
tional repute. enabling India to
stride confidently onto the global
stge.

The government, led by Prime
Minister (PM) Marendra Modi. has
ltmgm'sodmcscmrspmcntial o
acoelerate the nation's march wwards coo-

he journey of food processing in
I India reflects the nation's age-old

Chirag
Paswan

nect with industry leaders, explore the lat:
est technological advancements, nnd gain
insights into evolving l;rmsm'rr}) cm:
cos thnt are shaping the future of the

indu

The Glnb'll Food Regulators Summit,
which will be organised by the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) in
conjunction with World Food [ndia 2024,
will serve to strengthen the collective
resolve i forge a safer. more resilient food
system. Thraugh this summit, Indis saeks o
reaffirm the shared commitment (o foster-
ing food safety worldwide, focussing on
trust from all and nourishment for all
Glven how food safety rests on global col-
laboration and progress, this summit will
reflect both India’s valwes and aspirations in
the space.

With regards to World Food
India 2024, the five focus pillars
signal transformative change,
guiding the mation's food sector
toward a sustainable future: Food
irradiation ensumes both safety and
langer shelf life, fortifying our food
against contamination: plant-tased
proteins offers sustamable nour-
Ishment: minimum waste, maxi-
mum value prioritises efficiency,
uurlsrm'mirlg every ounce of produce into

nomic sell-reliance and global
The: double farmers' |

hip, redue-

boost agri-food exports is intrinsically
ik to the sucoess of the food processing
sector, which servesas the condult through
which India's agriculiural wealth (s chan-
nelled into the global supply chain.

As we stand poised to usher in Viksit
Eharat by 2047, the PMs vision Lo galvanise
India's agrarian prowess into o global pow-
erhouse finds expression in the wpcoming
World Food India 2024 being organised by
the ministry of food processing

1ngnmmwmmm?mmm and_lasm'
ensuring food safety from farm to fork
reflects the food processing seclor's unwar
wering commitment to dellvering pure,
secure suslenance to every table,

As India charts its course towards
becoming a §5 trilion cconomy, the food
processing sector |s certain o play a signifi-
camnt role in this ambitious endeavour. It is
now 3 commercial consideration for busi-

toali with the govern-

from September 19-22, The event promises
to be a confluence of innovation, entrepre-
neurship. and international collaboration.
From sced to shelf, every aspect of the
industry will be curated and presented,
offering participants the opportunity 1o
gain insights, forge collaborations, and
explore new markets. The event will also
serve a5 4 platform for India to demonstrate
s commitment 1o Iy, inmovation, and
Sllshlll'l.'elhllﬂjf reind Illl."ll& 13 position asa
global h nr rocessing. It offersa
uruqucmmlucm: opportunities o con-

menﬂ & mission 1o make India a global
leader In food production and processing,
reaping the benefits of a rapidly growing
market and a supportive palicy environ-

ment.

‘World Food India 2024 can bea harbin-
ger of this change and a testament @ the
transformative power of the food process-
ing sector.

(Chirag Paswan & Uniom minister for
weessing indusries,
The views expressad are periial
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Pro-Ukraine, once a good
samaritan: Man arrested
in Trump shooting bld

A 58-year-okd man who investigators s
higl in the bushes in Donakd Trump's gelf
course in Florica with a semiautomatic
weapon appeared in a federal court on
Monday, He laces e federal gun charges,
The Mew York Times reported: possessing a
fircarmasa felon,and possessinga firearm
with an obliterated seral number.

‘Who is Ryan Wesley Routh, 58, the
man at the centre of what appears to have
been a second attempt to assassinate the
Republican nominee inalittle more than
twio months?

He is a passionate
supporter of Ukraine,

Content Routh posted on soclal me-
dlia dmw-slh.\l Iu-w.nm m-ulun.nlc sup-

Routh stands handculfed between
twao policemen after his arest. feuers

were not publicly avatlable. In the second
Incident, he was charged with misde-

porterof Lkraknse
seas hoping to fight in the country's war
against Russia bn 2022, However, things
elieki't work out as he had expected, CBS
News reported.

In an interview with Newsweek
Resnania in 2022, he saicd, "My initial goal
was to comne fight....but Pm 56, so initially
thiey were like, [have no military experi-
ence, w0 they were like, you're not anideal
candidate. So they said, not right this
minute. S plan Bwas tocome here to Kyiv
and promote getting more people here.”

Rowth tried to recruit Afghan fight-
ers who had fled the Taliban to aid
Ukraine, and urged people to take up
arms for the country. It is not clear if his
efforts succeeded,

Routh also wrotea 291 -page book st
yearabout hisdisillusionment surround-

ineluding a hii-and-run of-
fence, reslsting arrest, and a concealed
weapons violathon.
He was once feted as a
‘super citizen',

Muich before his issues with the L,
Routhwas ence dubbed a"super citizen”
and awarded a Law Enforcement Oscar
by the Greensboro chapter of the
International Linion of Police Association.
This happened after Routh in 1991 as-
sisted in helping defend a woman agadnst
an alleged rapist, The Washington Post
pubdished a profile of him that year with
the headline: "Crimefighting pays™.

He voted for Trump, then
soured on him,
Routh voted Demacratic durlnu the

ing Ukraine, according to an Amazon list-
ing that was selling it for $2.99, The

WWashington Post said.

He's had previous
brushes with the law.
Routh, a former roeding contractor
from Greensboro, North Carolina, faced
eriminal charges for two separate inei-
clenis in 2003 ri:l rpossession of aweapon
of mass destruction, according to The
Wiashington Post.
He pleaded guilty to the first charge
In Agril 2002 — dletadls about the Incident

2024 primary election, i i CHS
Newrs, Howvewer, he appears tohave been
registered as an unaffiliated vater,

His X account, which has now been
suspended, included a number of posts
about  Trump, CHS News  said.
“dveal Donald Trump Whibe you were my
choice in 2006, Land the world hoped that

resident Trump would be different and
better than the canclidate, but we all were
wreatly disappeinied and it seems you ane
etting worse and develving.” he pasted in
Jumse 2020, Twll be glad when you gone."
EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE

PREGNANCY TRIGGERSLOSSOF GREY
MATTER INWOMEN: NEW STUDY

PREGNAMCY TRIGGERS vast
changesinawoman's bocdy —
hormonal, cardiavascular,
respiratory, gastrointestinal,
urinary and more. And, as a
new study reveals, the brain
uncergoes major changes oo,
Rescarchers said on Mon-
dlay they have mapped the
changes that unfold as a wo-
man's brain reorganises inre-
spomse o pregnancy, based on scans car-
rled out 26 times starting three weeks
before conception, through nine months
ol pregnanc: y.thml\\q:mrqup.nlum
The stuchy found,

PAPER

CLIP

outermost kiyer, as well asan
Increase inthe microstructural
integrity of white matter lo-
cated deeperinthe brain, Both
changescoincided withrising
levels of the hormanes estra-
diol and progesterone, Grey
miatter cormprises the cell bod -
ies of the brain nerve cells.
Wihite matter is made up of
the bundles of axons — long,
thin fibwes = of the nerve cells that trans-
mit signals in long-distance connections
acros the brain The scans shovwed a reduc-
tmn averaging .ﬂn:ut 4% in srey matter.
They, o about 106

In the valume of corteal un:y rmatter, the
wrinkbed area that comprises the brain's

Im-dulr matter microstructural integrity.
REUTERS
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Kejriwal wants early elections to Delhi Assembly.
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Good rains, full reservoirs

Except in North India, reservoirs are filled close to capacity almost everywhere in the country. The overall
storage position is much better than that of last year, as well as the 10-year-average storage at this time

o STATUS REPORT
8654 6699 6 e As pereentage of reservoir live storage capacity
66 I E I WSept12 2024 Thistime Listyear 8 10-year average
M
I “Theln ™ asgs g
Gobind Sagar | | l
64 15
— AL Gsmss
" B |
a2
90 24 B s Tikalya
| Rana Pratap Sagar
Gandhi Sagar B30 100, 005 0TS
TR || ([
I |Mras.|p—| e Gumati
Bankagar L Maithon
Sabarmati —l el » l
.
I i L. “"'I-]“
smhrsm .
Ukai
0o - |_ a|3575
= 9 100 I—I
Jayakwadi  hadakvasla r a2 Hirakud
we ke Ji
I I Sriramsagar 99
60
Bhadra . 15
- ) ) — Magarjuna Sagar o
Tungabhadra - ] g il
Y -— 16
i b Mettur
68 g3
Inl Al i v paecantiage of b alonaga capaeity,
lelukki I'n'l_wr Sorce; Cerstral Water Conmission
Lt Septerriber 11, Himachal{ 5359 mm) All of the central Indian region has bene-
ANJALIMARAR and Punjab (304.5 mm) recorded 215 and  fited from either normal or excess rainfall

BEMBALLIRL. SERTEMBER 10

SINCETHE southwest monsoon covered the
entire country on July 2, the majority of ge-
agraphical regions have received steady or
continuous rainfall. As on September 12, the
country had recelved B36.7 mm of rain, an
8% surplus for this time of the season,

The latest weekly reservoirand fiver basin
elata from Central Water Commibssion {CWC)
showy theoverall storage position is better than
that ol last year, as well as the normal storage
pasition during the correspanding period,

All-India reservoir status

OF the total live storage capacity of
180852 billion cubic metres (BOM ) in 155
reservoirs, the current available stock is
153757 BCM, which is 85% of the total live
storage capacity. At the same time last year,
tatal water reserves stood at 119,451 BOM;
the 10-year average s 130,504 BCM.

e 155 reservors, 141 have mare than

HOE ol thelr lve storage capacity; only five
havie 50 oF bess,

Reservoirs region-wise

NORTH: Eleven reservoirs across
Himachal Pradesh, Funjab, and Rajasthan of-
fer cumulative live water storage of 19,836
BCM, The available water stock this week is
13,468 BCM, which is GE% of the total lve
storage capacity, Storage during the same pe-
riod last year was 815 of live storage capac-
ity, and the decadal average is B25 = thus,
storage during the current year is less,

24%below normal rainfall respectively, More
significantly, these states have not recefved
normal raindall throughout the season.

EAST: Twenty-five reservoirs monitored
by CWC in Assam, Jharkhand, Odisha, We st
Eerygal, Tripura, Nagalanch, and Bihar together
have a live storage capacity of 20,798 BCM,
The cumulative reserves available on
Septernber 12 was 15,797 BOM, which was
6% of capacity. This number was 581 last
wear, and the decacal average is 695,

Even though rainfall mrl\-c:l over

since the start of the monsoon season in June,
SOUTH: The 43 reservoirs under OWC
manitoring in this region have a collective
Hve water storage capacity of 54,634 BCM,
The latest stock stands at 48158 BCM, which
s 88% of rotal capacity — much better than
2023 (49%), and the decadal average (G5%).
neclia, too, has received ample and
widespread rainfall during the past four
manths, Even Tamil Madu, coastal Andhira
Pradesh and their neighbourhoods, which
doynot recenve much rainfall from the south-

Magakand ancl Bihar st 1

ture ol 265 cach il September 1L, this has ot
affected the negion's reservoir stocks, thanks i
oo rainfall over the rest of the states,

WEST: Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Goa
have 50 reservoirs under CWC mondtoring,
with a total live storage capacity of 37,357
BOM. The latest avallable lve water stock was
33526 BCM, whichwas 0% of total lve stor-
ape capacity. During the same perfod last
September, the svallalile water stack was
5%, and the 10-year average ks 73%,

The abundant stocks are because both
Cujarat and Maharashira have received very
good rain this season; Gujarat in particular,
has faced massive floods, and it has rained
even in the deserts of Kutch,

CENTRAL: This region has 26 reservoirs
in UP, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, and
Chiattisgarh, with a total live storage capac-
ity of 48227 BCM. As of September 12, the
whater stock stood at 42,808 BOM, which was
9%l the total live storage. In 2023, this was
6%, and the decadal average is 775

will be held in Delhi? solution of the Assembly, whose term was
DAMINI NATH Uncler Artiche 324 of the Constitution, toend inJune 2009, The Governor accepted
NEW DELHL SEPTEMBER 18 the powers of superintendence, direction, the recommendation, and Assembly elec-

and contrel of elections are vested in the thons were held in 2018,
ARVIND KEJRIWAL s likely to submit hisres-  Election Commission of India(ECI L The EQl But Deethl is nota *full® state. In Delbd, the
Ignation as Chief Mintster dharinga scheduled  works backwards from the date on which Covernment of National Capltal Territory
meeting with Delhi Leutenant Governor — the five-year term of the existing House of Delhi Act, 1991, applies, While Section
‘Vinal Kumar Saxena at 4,30 pmon cm;.l'nsminw the election process |s 6{2)(b) af the Act says the Licutenant

Kejriwal told Aam Aacmi Party | completed Covernor may time to time dissalve
workers on Sunday that he would give up Howewver, Smlon 15(2) of The the Assemnbly, even if a Chiel Minister of
his post and give an "agni- don of the People Delhi recommends the disselution of the
pariksha” te prove his inno- Act, 1951, says the election Assembly, the final say is the Centre's
cence inthe alleged excise [T  cannot be notified less than (through the LG).
policy corruption case, in st months before the end of — Delhi OM Arvined Kejriwal is likely to In any case, in the present situation,
which he was gramted bail by the term of the Assembly = resign on Tuesday. /i Kejriwal has only saicl he will resign as CW
the Supreme Court last week. unless the Assembly is dis- and asked for early elections = he does not
Kejriwal has asked for Assembly elec-  sohved before it completes its term. appear to be planning to recommend the

tions to be held in Delhi along with the House to the Governor before the end  dissolution of the Assembly. His successor
Maharashtra, where anew House mustbe  Can a Chiel Minister force the ECl to of its term, forcing a decision. Once the  in the post could be announced after a
elected before Novermber 26, However the  haold an election before it is due? Assernbly has been dissobved, the ECl hasto — meeting of AAPMLAS at the CM s residence
term of the Delhi Assembly ends only on Artiche 174(2)(b)of the Constitution says. — conduct fresh elections within sixmonths, — on Tuesday moming,
February 23, 2025, the Governor “may from time to time" dis- In September 2018, the Telangana

m:muﬂ:lnlwnmmmTthounnl Sabim: led bx then Chiel Mlmim‘ K What are the things the ECl looks at
wh lonof  Chandrasekh dod thedis-  befio g the electl

st Tavie benefited this season,
raising dam reserves, Reservoirs in Kamataka
weent from dead stock in the summer tomul-
riple optimal fillings during this season.

Better, worse than 2023

The storage situation |s better than last
wear in Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal,
Assam, Tripura, Bihar, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Nagakand,
Guarat, Madlna Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangara, Karmataka, Kerala, and Tarbl Madis,

The situation |s unchanged in Goa and
Telangana; it is worse than in 2023 in
Himachal Pradesh, Pungab, and Uttarakhand

River basin-wise status

Major river basins have normal or above
storage. These include Barak and others
(98.72%), Krishna 94 53%), Cauvery (93.54%),
Marmada (92,19%), Godavari (91.85%), Tapi
(85.96%), Ganga (83.29%), Mahanadi
[83.48%), Mahi (83.91%) and Brahmaputra
(66.93%),

The new Assembly [or Lok Sabha) has
tobe in place before the end of the current
ﬂ;scmWs term, whlch wm;thcdmlun

5

REGION WISE STATUS (IN%)

NORTHERNREGION

0o W2024° 2023 Ilﬂ-ynnwg
“Sept 12

L1

[

an

an

ol

EASTERNREGION

w76

. 69

@ 58

W

L

W

k]

0

ol

WESTERN REGION

106 go

w % 73

L2

An

an

ol

CENTRAL REGION

100, ag

i 1w 77

iy

an

an

ol

SOUTHERNREGION

060,

88
Ll
65
£ 49
An
i
ol

What does the law say?

take place on September 18, Two mare
phases will be held on September 25 and
October 1

sof elec-
then to the winners and the completion of
all formalities, has to be completed before
that date.

The ECl works backwards from that
date, planning the schedule based on the
weather, avallability of security forces, fes-
tivals, training of officers, procurement of

Mz, ete.

Before fAinalising the schedule, the ECI
visits the state to take inputs from the ad-
ministrative and police machinery. It also
tries to club together voting in all states
where polls are due around the same me.

‘Wht is the current state of
preparedness for elections in Delhi?
Dielhi is not preaccupying the ECIour-
renthy. The EC1is currently engaged in con-
duclim; the Jamemu and Kashmir As
chection, where voting in the first phase

Vioting mawidl foll October
5, and counting in both Haryana and J&K
will be held on October 8,

Electlons to the Maharashtra and
Iharkhand Assemblies are due next; the
terms of these two Houses will end in
Nevernber and January 2025 respectively,

Usually, a special summary revision of
thieebectoral redl starts a few mionths before
elections are due. The electoral roll of
Maharashtra has already been published
with the eligibility date of July 1, which
means those who have tumned 18 by that
ate havee had a chance to enrol,

Thwe rolls of 6K, Haryana, Maharashtra,
and Jharkhand were published in August,
For all other states and UTs, inclucling Dethi,
theannual revision with the eligibility date
of January 1, 2025 will be published on
gwﬁzmi s per instructions issued

- 3
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The EVM distraction

It's time to put conspiracy theories to rest. Unequal access to money and information,
not voting machines, is the biggest challenge to level playing field in elections

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

THE DEBATE SURROUNDING the Electronic
Vioting Machine (EVM} is easily among the
most weind passions of our public life. just as
every Indian must prescribe you medicine for
every known and unknown disease, every
Inedlian who can barely type an SMS must have
an opinion on EVM software. After suffering
hundreds of hours of confidential, hush-hush,
ject, | 1at acom-
bination of love for demaocracy, senseof help-
lessness and bonging for sdence fiction is inju-
rious to acountry's pofitical health, Over the
last 15 years, the cast of characters has
changed but the script has remained the same,
even after the introduction of VWPAT ma-
chines. 5o far, this debate has only served to
sow seeds of deep suspicion about the entire
exerrise of elections while distracting from
some real electoral malpractices that remain
under the radar Itis time to develop a national
o Il oy
bate to rest and meve on to the more substan-
tive issues of democratic reforms.

The EVMdebate isthe final point inthe de-
scent of pur democratic imagination. In the
19605 and "7, we had debate s ontransform-
ing the way democracy works by rethinking
the party system, ensuring de-centring of po-
litical power or shifting to proportional repre-
sentation. By the 1990s, the debate had nar-
rowed to electoral reforms, on conducting free
and fair cl.cmum through an independent
Election G woes the Model
Code of Conduct. Of late, the debate has been
drcumscribed further i electoral inkegrity, on
huu\. to prevent electoral fraud dunng polling
i The EV
setof this already pared-down agenda.

In this context, the Lok Sabha elections
provided an unusual opening. The surprising
outcome put torest the suspicion that a mas-
siveelectoral fraud, an invisible igging of EVM,
has taken place. Clearly, the powers-that-be
would not have designed anelection outcome
where they Iost majority and faced humilia-
tion in states like Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra where they were in power.
Gaing by this elementary reasoning as well as
the “smell test” on the ground, the EVM has
met the minimum threshold of fairness. This
is not to say that the overall electoral contest
wvas free and fair or thene was anything like a
level playing ground. It just indicates the un-
likelihood of any large-scale fraud in the
mechanism through which voters' choice was
recorded. The final election outcome appears
to reflect the way people voted.

hangedt
debate around electoral integrity in general
and EVMs in particular. Sadly, that has not
happened yet. Just as the present regime re-
fuses to admit that the electoral verdict is a
leszon in humility, the Opposition is also un-
willing toacknowdedge that the poll outcome
s atributeto the robustness of EVMs. Itis easy
to hlame the Opposition for being stodgy or
the democracy watchdogs furbmr\g nay-say-

EC's inordinate delay in declaring final
turnout figures for each phase. Many leader,
activists and observers (incuding the pres-
ent author) had rai ' the first
phase. The ECis yet tooffera seriousletalone
a satisfactory response. This has led many
conscientious activists to assume that this
was a case of massive fraud, of nearly & per
cent of total votes being inserted after the
polling was over. On this basis, a report enti-
tled "Conduct of Lok Sabha Elections 2024,
released by Viote For Democracy, arrived ata
sensational conclusion that there was an ar-
tificial “spike” of as mamy as 4.65 crore votes
affter the polling was over and that this helped
the NIV win additional 79 Lok Sabha seats.
This is at best an assumption that cannot be
taken serioushy till there is some independ-
ent corroboration. But if this allegation has
gaimed wide currency, and may damage the
legitimacy of the electoral process, the Gult
lies with the refusal of the EC to come clean.
Then there is the odd case of mismatch be-
tween votes polled and votes counted, The
Assoriation of Democratic Reforms (ADR)
raised this red Hag in 2019, following aninves-
tigative report by Poonam Aggrawal. As per
the ADR's repost, 'Discrepandes between the
wotes cast and the votes counted in the 2024
Lok Sabhaelection: Multiple Perspectives', the
mismatchiseven bigger. The number ofvotes
officially polled in the EVs and the number
ofvotes counted inthe EVIs do notmatch in
1y as 537 outof 543 constituencies! We
are not lnoking at minor tallying emmors. The
averagediscrepancy is more than a thousand
wotes in every seat. Thankfully, the ADR has
not rushed to any radical conchusions on this
basis, but the EChas not offered any convinc-
ing explanation so far.
All this focus on the limited question of

ers. The real problem in this o
Election Commission whose conduct lends
credibility to every wild conspiracy theory
about the stealing of elections.

One of these theories has to do with the

polling and mechanism h

our attention away from some of the bigger
and deeper questions of electoral and demao-
cratic reforms. A third report, *Electoral
Integrity in India, An Agenda for Change:

We must begin by
developing a national
consensus on the EVM
dispute. First, we must not
think of going back to ballot
papers, as it invites more
problems than it solves.
Second, we must find a way
for voters to verify and
authenticate that the
machine has correctly
recorded their choice.
Foolproof solutions can be
designed For that without
handing over the slip to the
voters. And finally, the paper
slips in the VV PAT (and not
the EVM display) must
count as the official record of
the elections.

The first 100 days

Decisions taken so far underline the priorities of the Modi government

C Sasikumar

Learnings from the 2024 General Election”,
by an Independent Panel for Monitoring of
Indian Elctllun&whlda included some inter-
nati well, 1l the
rmegularities that were observed in the run
up to and during the election process in the
Lok Sabha elections. The report highlights
various issues related to the snuctun:s

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If we are to hold to account those traly

in the lead-up to August 5, it is cruci
evidence. Blanket accus
justice but also further div

ons and arbitrary cases

cspomsible for the indiscriminate killings
al that investigations be based on solid
sk not only the chances of
— THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

A selective
amnesia

Rahul Gandhi's remarks onIndia in
the US do not behove his office,

pander to sepa

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA

ratist tendencies

words shows the depth of this issue.
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, the chief of the
banned Khalistani group, Sikhs for Justice,
openty praised Gandhi's remarks, and linked
them to the group’s campaign for an inde-
pendent Khalistan, It raises serious concems
about Gandhi's judgement. Also, his partic-
|pat1nn in gdthrnn@ that include pro-

RAHULGANDHI'S RECENT trip to the LS has
sparked controversy an:l cxpmnd the risks

of his approach. 'sdemocrac

is problernatic. For the

Lcad.crnfﬂpposlnnn tobe seen pandering to

such philosophies does not augur well for
the nation.

i tolack alignment

and itsinstitutions on foreign soil may gen-
erate headlines. Still, such conduct is unbe-
coming of the Leader of Opposition, espe-
dally given hisconstitutional oath to uphold
India's sovereignty and integrity. It'simpaor-
tant to remember that India's democracy is
roburst, and its institutions — despite chal-
lenges — continue to function well, which
should be a source of pride for every ditizen.

Yet, the LoP's attempt to question the
sanctity of India’s electoral process, the
Election Commission, and the judiciary
while abroad paints an inaccurate picture.
His claimthat the current dispensation has
taken control of all institutions seems
ironic, given Congress's history of appoint-
ing bowalists.

I his comaersation with Ecvward Lisce, a
coburmmnist knmw for setting a shewed nar-
rative bringing disrepute to the largest
democracy, Gandhi acoused the current
elected regime of destroving the
Constitution — a claim coming from the
leader of a party that imposed the
Emergency, the only period when India's
democratic credentials were threatened.

At Georgetoem University, Gandhi pre-

processes and actors that

sive and unfair
over the opposition. Unequal access to state
power, money and media are the biggest
challenge to the idea of level playing

in elections. These are the kind of questions
wwe need to ask and debate,

Inorder todoso, we must begin by devel-
oping a national consensus on the EVM dis-
pute. First, we must not think of going back to
ballot papers, asit invites mone problems than
it solves. Second, we must find a way for vot-

icate that the machine
hascurrmlymomdcd theirchoice. Foolproof
solutions can be designed for that without
handing over the slipto thevoters. And finally,
tihe paper slips in the VWVPAT(and not the EVM
display) must count as the official record of
the elections.

Besides these changes in the EVM, the
Election Cormmission must accept the ADR's
eminently sensible suggestions to carmy out
am actual and acourate reconciliation of data
before the declaration of the final result of any
election. The Commission must make public
the final number of eligible and actual voters
for each booth and constituency {including
copies of statutory forms such as 17C, Form
20, Form 21, Form 21D and Form 21 Ejwithin
astipulated time frame. That should take care
of mary apprehensions and allow us to focus
on real issues. A self-proclaimed “mother of
democracy” and a global hubof ITdeservesto
debate the design of democracy and not that
of avoting machine.

The writer & mermber, Swarg India and
MNational Convenor of Bharat jode Abhiyman

ANIL BALUNI

THE MARENDRA MOD] government 3.0 com-
pleting 100 days, in a pleasant coincidence,
coincides with the birthday of our Prime
Minister, which is being celebrated as sewa
diwas. The last 100 days have been historicin

many e nation
of new development projects.
P Modi has dedicated hislife to people’s
|Eare he nation’ nt— first

term Thiswas toensure that the development
works contimee unhindered and work on all
projects conti i
transition to a new government.

In the past, we have seen the first 20-25
days of a new government being filled with
celebrations, and the real governance starting
only after two-three months. But this trend

a5 aswopamsevark and party worker, then as
a chief minister and now as Prime Minister,
With the understanding and empathy of
someone borm in a poor family, the P has
worked to ensure the wellbeing and welfare
of the poorest. This isseen is the first 100 days
of the Modi 3.0 government as well.
Through vanr.lus initiatives — from en-
suring free medic et those
ower 70 years to launching of the Unified
Pension Scheme, welfare schemes for our
farmers including hiking of MSF, schemes for
development of industries and welfare of
poar, giving the go-ahead to construct three
crore new houses for poor under PM Awas
‘¥ojna, focus, policy interventions for green
energy — the Ph has given an altogether new
dimension mo his pledge of making India a
developed nation by 2047,
The foundations of the

has b ‘hanged by PM Modi who has de-
woted his entire life to the growth and pros-
perity of our nation. He is a true kermoogi
Renewing his focuson sm:ngthcnmg in-
frastructure, the PM has cleared projects
worthover Bs 3lakh crore. Some of thesein-
clude a major port being developed in
Varlhavan in Maharashtra with an expendi-
ture of Rs 76,200 crore. Similarly, Rs 49,000
crore has been earmarked for 62,500 km
long rural roads under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana, which will benefit

and Bihta (Bihar) Work has also started an
ambitious project to connect Himachal
Pradesh and Ladakh through Shinku La
tunnel. All these projects will create around
4.5 crore job opportunities, give a fillip
to economic development, infrastructure
and connectivity.

P Moddi has remained committed to the
gronasth of our agriculture sector and welfare
of our farming community. He started his
third term with the release of the 17th instal-
ment of Kisan Samman Nidhi, His second de-
cision was on MSF, where he increased the
purchase price of Kharif crops, thus ensuring
extra incorme toour farmers. Similarly, seven
schemes worth Rs 14.200 crore under the
Digital Krishi Mission to increase productiv-
ity and Rs 12,100 crore for the Polavaram irri-
gation progect have also been deared. “Mission
Mausam whm Rs 2,000 crore will bespent

25,000 villages. Capital expendi
increased to Rs 1111 lakh crore, which will
give a boost to employment generation.
Other important projects include 936-km
long eight national high-speed road corri-
dors worth Rs 50,600 crore, and 12 new in-
dustrial smart cities.

on imp our ~related forecast
and ather interventions, will alss benafit our
farmers Similarly, the AgriSURE fund, formed
o promaote agr start-ups and rural entrepre-
neurs, will bring revolution inour agriculture
sector. Special impetus has been given toim-
prove aylculmrr in &4 Sirmilarly, India's co-

Inthe past 100days, 15 Vande Bharat ex-

works that have been accomplished in the first
100 days of the government were laid cardier
this yearwhen the PM tasked the bureaucracy
to prepare a 100-day readmap for the third

press been fllagged off and eight
new railway line projects have been cleared.
For enhanced air connectivity, upgrading
and development of airports have been
okayed in Varanasi, Bagdogra (West Bengal)

tor has gota new lease of life un-

der the PM's leadership.
Permission has been granted to open 113
new medical colle, es. which will not only
also

increase the number of MEBS seats, For the

common man, the FM has given refief on the
tax fromt.

sented 1ts about cast Ser-
age to the ruling party \v\talthm:quallryandhumuquc
of institutic by

the government. While he defended caste-
based reservation as necessary forensuri
representation of O8Cs, Dalits,and tribals in
sectors like business and government, he
avoided addressing how Congress failed to
uplift these communities despite being in
power for decades. His assertion that
Congress will remove reservation when
thereisalevel i indficates hi

with the current reality, His remarks about
Silkchs facing restrictions in India do not re-
flect the reality. A 2021 Pew Research
Center survey titled “Religion inIndia”, re-
wealed that 93 per cent of Punjabi Silds felt
proud to live in their state, and, like other
religious groups in India, most did not per-
ceive widespread discrimination against
theircommumnity. [n the survey, a remarke-
able 95 per cent of Sikhs expressed a
strong sense of pride in their Indianiden-
tity. Gandhi yet again forgot that the party
he represents was responsible for carmy-
ing out mass vielence against Sikhs in
Delhi's streets.

Additionally, the distorted representa-
tion of China's unemployment issues com-
pared o India does not bode well. China is
currently experiencing record-high youth

rate i market
continues to face significant challenges.
Candhi seems to have a fascination with
China, overlooking the fact that its so-called

ofdem-

ocratic values and freedom.

He is free to appreciate China although
it does not bode well with the very causes
he is set to be fighting for but his meeting
with Ithan Omar is something his PR agen-
cies should have avoided. This meeting at
Capitod Hill could have severe repercussions
for India’s image abroad and for the coun-
try'snational security. Omar hasintroduced
anti-India resolutions and visited Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. Meeting such a figure is
notjust diplomatically questionable but also
poorty reflects Gandhi's judzement as the
leader of ]ndm -1 Oppnsmnn Upholding
Inctia’s s

doubile speakc. His sebective framing leaves
questions about Congress's role inperpetu-
ating the disparities he now highlights.

Congress's focus on caste as a political
strategy is evident, and Gandhi has latched
onto the narrative with his INDI Alliance
partners. However, highlighting these is-
suesin foreign forums, especially in the US,
does little to advance the cause of justice.
Instead, it portrays India as a deeply divided
society and opens doors for adversarial el-
ements, and as a matter that demandsim-
mediate attention and action or even for-
eign intervention.

Gandhi's comments about social exclu-

LoPs guiding principle.

This linkage be comes more apparent
when considering that Jammu and
Kashmir, another region with a history of
separatist tendencies, wehich has recently
showm signs of stability, is also approach-
ing elections. Gandhi’s critical comments
about Indian democracy and the exclusion
of inali arguments
of the miniscule minority that ane sponsor-
ing for self-determination, whether in
Punjab or Kashmir.

Ganidhi has risked creatinganimage of a
fractured India through the rhetoric which
embobdens separatist movements and un-

sionand wealth ion carmy paten-
tial geopolitical implications. His focus on
caste and inequality, when voiced on inter-
national platforms, risks being interpreted
in ways that ermpower se paratist move-
ments like the Khalistanis.

His false commentaries at the diaspora
event in Dallas that Sikhs in India are hmng

dermine -
sion. Such statements, especially when
echoed on international platforms, would
havedangerous ramifications They playinto
the hands of those who seek to destabilise
the nation.

Whether intentional or not, Gandhi’s
presentation in the US demands introspec-

TSt dan-
gerous game and was swiftly picked up by
Khalistani leaders, turning his rhetoric into
fodder for their agenda. The fact that these
separatist elements found validation in his

tion: INDI Alliance; complacency
in
noIndian voter desires.

The writer is Chigf Minister of Assarm

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

IN INTEREST OF ALL

THIS REFERSTO the nd.lbmlal Rcslmlng
balance'(

IN POOR TASTE

THIS REFERS TO the artiche, ‘Failing Sikhs
again'([E, 16) The Oipposition

price of essential cnmmudmcs like
anu:lnsdunngan election period appears

leader’s comments about Sikhs are
dcl:ply cmsdmnahlc and reflect a dis-

The PM hasbeenc proving his
metthe on the world stage, so much so that
global beaders now ook up to him to address
amy complex isswe. There is a consensus de-
weloping in the Western world thatif there is
one leaderwhocan play a pivotal role in end-
ing the Russia-Ukraine war and bring peace
to the region, it is Narendra Modi. India has
evolved as a true global leader due to the un-
wavering diplomacy and statesmanship of
the PM. Apart from strengthening ties with
our time-tested friends, he is making new
friends. His recent visits to [taly, Russia,
Ukraine, Austria, Brunei and Singapore are a
testimony to this. While the world still re-
membersthe highly-successful G20 summit
inMew Delhi, India also stole the show in the
recently-concluded G7 meet in faly. Under
DMlodi, thelast 10; rixabl

mare like a poli

v mindset. ks not

attemnpt torelieve the cOmmon rnan Thc

nnly harm thr: narrative of diversity but

also the immense admira-

government should foc
onion yields, providing adrquatc r!:-
sources to farmers, and creating buffer
stocks tomanage shortages. This would
ensure that the voters who brought the
government topower ane not repeatedly
burdened by such issues.

Aman Aditya, Dhenkanal

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Restoring balance' (1E, September 16).
The export duties on onion and bas-
mati rice have been slashed by the gov-
ernment to fetch good prices for farm-
ers’ produce. A bumper kharif crop is
expected this season, so to keep prices

furln.d:a.n deInmacy
i first

level, especially in

ata
the poll-bound Haryana and

mment
3 Odcar}yundcﬂlnrmc pnnmlr_mfthrh'ml:
DMinister — to make a prosperous, developed
and strong India. His vision of creating a true
woelfare state, where ease of living is ensured,
particularty for the poor and backwards sec-
tions, women and youth, Dalits and tribals,
farmers and villagers, is taking shape.

The writer is Lok Sabha MT"’G@'}M\:[
Uttcaraktmnd ) aond BIP natic

Ta, the Modi government
has changed the export-impaort policy
of commaodities. The government has
to balance pro-consumer and pro-
farmer food policies. Being a predom-
inantly agrarian economy, export and
import policies largely affect every sec-
tion of the population.
Arul Thakre, Nagpur

tion they have earned in our society.
These divisive politics disregard the in-
clusive ideals of Mahatma Gandhi and
India's cherished unity.

Shaswat Jena, Ghaziabad

I'IME FOR CHANGE

THIS REFERS TO the article, Mamata,
the establishment’ {IE, September 16).
Mamata Banerjee has always revelled
in her image as the street fighter and
the underdog. However, this time the
shoe is on the other foot. The doctors
hawe taken to the streets against the
rape and murder of a junior resident
doctor at the state-run R G Kar Hospital.
Her government has shown marked in-
difference in dealing with the crime,
leading to the snowballing of the inci-
den. Mamata's desperation to recover
lost ground is seen in the passage of the
Bill seeking death penalty for rape. The
West Bengal CM needs to act quickly to
arrest this slide,

Vija Pant, Hempur
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TRUTH

BECAUSE THE INVOLVES US ALL

WEATHER PROOFING

Mission Mausam cannot have a set template. [t will need to
evolve with unravelling of complexities of climate science

EDITO

L PAGE

e

WORDLY WISE
THE FUNDAMENTAL IMBALANCE THAT IS BEHIND ALL
OF THE OTHER SOCIAL DISEASES IS PATRIARCHY.
— AN INFrANCD

Pay the bearer

As SC hears challenges to Surrogacy Act, compensation

insuch arrangements requires closer examination

SNEHA BANERJEE

SINCE THE ENFORCEMEMNT of the Surmgacy
[Regulation) Act and the Assisted Reproducti-
we Technologies {Regulation) Act, 2021, seve-

NTHELAST decade, ral conc provisi-
o upgrade systems that fores tthrwaysdmd ents, The National Mansoon K
e n = e S for their constitutional validity.
Mission, laund 2012, did provide the country Thefirst p had with
can predict weather iple i Butwith climate change surmgacy,inthe 2000s, were casesof children
threatening to make weather even more chaotic in thrcummg years, greater precision in who ran the rlsk of being N:ndmd stateless
predicti iy heat leveldd jOr prereuisitein se- borm ot sur-
curing lives and livelihoods and prn!:nnn,g social and economic disruptions. The state of msacyarlar\gnmnl_iwhlrl\luwlx:cncﬁtt-
oncloudt it claims more li lsliches 2016 Mare rec

— s nascentt. It's welcome, therefore, that
on a mission del: I.a! week, the Cabinet cleared the Rs 2.000-crore M:mm Mausam

have also examined the status of parenthood

and u\annus issues around the eligibility for

w]l»ch" i o wenits that gauge [pressure
ity It will i i T0dopplerradars, 10wind profil-

ersand Toput of ssioni tive, the IMD has sofar insta-
e ppler rac agency gets wind profi ly ¥
Climate sed imim years. Yet, it CMeTg-

ing science, with myriad local facets. The Mi
loeen earto the grounc, time, the policy c

to evalve with the likely unravelling of some of the compbesdties of dimate sdmu: Inme-
centyears, Al-ai AT Promise ir atoosts
less than conventional computing povwer. 1t's also i nclxﬂousm:hnulngg( Hmmrr.r pul:cy-

Id help the met dep

havea

weather

parents as well as women
whocan act as a surrogate. fayasfiree Wind vs
Uinicn Of trcfin [ 2006 }argued for a prohibition
on mommercal surmgacy, which was brought
about by the S At However, there
hasn't been a close examination of the ques-
thon of payments to the women who act as
surrogates which would follow from consid-
ering the natune of their Iabour

on"buying ortracling the services of surmogate
oy way of giving payment, re-

neglect o explore Al' i ountry
challenge in all this will be to balance amibition wnh arcalistic appn:ladLDnl: l:nmpnnmt
of the forinstance, focuses on c i Cl usedin

wvard, benehit, fees, remuneration or mone-
taryincemtive in cashor kind, to the surmgate

a Imn:d ‘way in the US, China, parts of the UAE, Russia and Australia. However, the scence
and

controlling mechank 1ot
the jury on their cost-effectiveness and utility for large-scale operations is still out.
Maﬂl:r pn:d.)ctlnn isome part of making the country climate resilient. A related aspect
{ s — pre-
ople from their ic effects. Slope-wise
Yet, the growing number of land slips in

theematic behaviour of

floods.

early waming L

¥
be postpomed. Simdlarly, ghacial lake outbursts — in Sk wear, for i — under-
line the need to identify the most vulnerable among such water bodies and model their
peak discharge under diffe rent scenarios, Finally, climate mparl:dmssmll reguire urban

motheror her her

Transitioning from a
primarily commercial
arrangement that clinies and
other intermediaries
facilitated, to one where

i ling parents are to seck

tive". Any
of 25t ﬁm’scan actas asumogate, once in
herlifetime, whichinc]
erageofr isi
mnnann: Her informed consent is obtained
rights and
:Iunis.mcludmgan “agreement” that she will
“relingui ights™ over the chi i
Some clauses in this alse indicate that she is
providing *help"” to the soelers of surmogacy.
Payment tosurrogates was a regular prac-
tice in the private healtheare sector that pro-
wisioned surrogacy as one of the options for

and.mﬁmcrun: planm:rsn:lbcscnsmw: tulnral«- {: cology.
e B
ours could make for more robust approach.
Asmore women enter medicine, itis time toiron
out systemic inadequacies, patnarchal mmdsets
NEOFTHE lacunae in the doc ionof i been

the fact that it covers little of the lives and struggles of women dDCIDrS. The

mel:'ys of Anandi Bai Joshi, Kadambini Ganguly or Hannahan Sen — some

—into popular conscio

L tthat there were so few icine inthe late 19th-

early 20th century that their stories got archived as exceptions. In the last decade though,

this has showm a happy remedial tendency. Data from the All India Survey on Higher

on [AISHE) shows inthe of women in medicine, For

every 100 men, there were 100 women enrolled in medical colleges in 2020-21, This was

an increase from 88 in 2001- 12p|:'r |DUI'I'IE:I1EI 1100 2019-20, with a shight dip during the

pandemic. There have | - women

ane opting for what have, for long, been

This upsurge is a welcome alignment of asplratlun and opportulury and the work of
er attitui ift, Wiomen are no longer ietalex-
pl:tranms olmarnagr anid lmtlwrhmd or the prnmumplamd on care work at homae,
ifications. The AISHE data b i From just

sevenwomenagainst 312 menin 2012-13 incardiology, the number rose to 78 against 220
men in 2020-21 Inoncology, there were just 20 women against 95 menin 2012-13, but in
2020-21, the figures stood at inst 123 men. In gy in 2012-13, there
WICTE NiNE Wormen against IIE mmhunn 2020-21, this grew to 78 women, agalnst T73men,

oime

ricls oncology,

ment.
ofthe ART Bills that incluced provisions to reg-
ulate surrogacy, also recognised it. It was in

‘help’ from a ‘willing woman'
toact as a surrogate, has not
been smooth. There have
been instances of
arrangements gaing
underground. Yet, several of
those who desire parenthood
via surrogacy have struggled
to find someone who would
agree. Both these extremes
show the need for regulating
fair compensation.

2016, when a separate Surmgacy Bill was an-
nounced, that i
mpusrd.'ﬂm ha\n: bu:n lcglumm:m\—

archy between intending couples and chinics
on the one hand and poor or distressed
cted

Parliamentary Standing Committee of the

Rajya Sabha's 102nd Report made some im-

recommeendations for the 2016 Bill,

which are relevant here., It noted that

Pn:gnancy isnota nm:—mmuu:Jub but a
munﬂls with far i

catior health, her ti

of intermiediari
batable if removal of pn:mlsm loran.)' kind
of payment to the surrogate necessarily ad-
dresses this concern.
Another important argument against a
nt moded has been that it

family. the com-
missioning couple gets a child: and doctors,
lawyers and hospitals get paid, However, the
surmgate mothers are expected to practise al-
truism w’irhuul a singhe pcnny". It rm:nm—

payme|

the sale of children, The draft ART Bills ad-
dressed this by proposing schedules of pay-
ment at different points in the pregnancy, so
that it is amply clear that the payment is for
the "service™ of gestation.

]t is also nmc\wnl\y that SUFDgAcy isa
rogacy requires intrusive medical interven-
tion. [t is also now a regulated practice with a
pmaan . oo i

rached
over and ab ical ex
ance: nsation shmldbcrmd

by regulatory bodiesandnot acconding tothe
bargaining power of parties invohoed, it ar-
gued. Further, that “compensation should be
ommensurate with the bost weages for the du-
ration of pregnancy, mdlcal screening and

of surrogate; child
care support o psychological counselling for

ate authority, district, state and n.
receive application i

maother's own child|children, di-
etary supplements and medication, mater-

mityc pusrddwrry ra'n:

Surmogac

ismefie-

froma

m:dtu\.\arlmnlyasa"pvamrr anda” proce-
dure”, in the Act. The term “service” is
cautioushy deployed, primarily to refer towhat
the clinics do, and is used in the context of
defining commerdial surmgacy such as “serv-
iesof surmogate motherhood". So, if the *serv-
ioe" is what is paid for, Mutdlcwnmmact—

cial arrangement that clinics and otlu:r:ntn—
mediaries facilitated, toone where intending
parents are to seek "help” from a “willing
woman” to act as a surrogate, has not been
smooth.On theane hand, there have beenin-
stanoes of arrangements going undenground
with reports of rackets being busted. On the

ing as surrogates are thought of as providing
is"help”. Therefore, incurned ane

other,

sought to be provided for as is an i
omu::r that addresses damages and in the
i fomfor deat

the need for regulating fair compensation,

]tlswurth over: Ifc iche, it remains to be seen
is deemed appropriate Forﬂu:dcath of the whl:ﬂlcrthl:Sumewrtumﬂlcqlcs—
woman cof this  tion of ion as distinct
labour, why can't compensation be given  from the narmow ]Dglc behind prohibition.
while they are alive?
Before its enactment, tthurmgaqrEills The writer fs assistant professor, Department
ined by at least af Political Science, University of Hyderobad,
Committees. The Department-) n:'latl:d Views are persomal

Out OF SYNC, WITHOUT BASIS

Tavleen Singh's umbrage at Rahul Gandhi's statements is unfair and ill-informed

AJOoy KUMAR AND AKASH SATYAWALI

INHER CDLLIMN ("Why Rahul Gandhi needs
15)T:

b
|n:|uly:d in anoﬂm diatribe against Rahuil
Gandhi

conchsions worthy of a summary rejection.
Since such arguments are becoming a regu-
lar affair, we write to set the record straight.
Singh's principal bone of contention is
Gandhi's remark questioning the faimess of
the 2024 election process. She argues that if
the BJF controlled the election, it should have
weon a majority, Establishment cheereaders
will often rely on such logical fallacies.
Thcrghtmmnamur@tdlc:mstml—
cial rights. But
thatvoting alone makes a democracy? ltmust

Howwever, halfof
will be fermale, and as the R G Kar rape and murder of a doctor in Kolkata has shown yet
again, the system remains unprepared to receive women in its fold. Sexdsm in the class-
room and l.‘lu: workplace, ahsrncl: of basic facilities 5||d| as separate dlangmg rooms and
tionagainst s large
s mone women

andsma]larrallhmnionsdau.ﬂ inei inati the

g a level playing field for all pa:'ricipams_ A
woter L i

In the run-up to the Lok Sabha elections,
the Congress's bank accounts were frozen,
later converted to a lien of a substantial
amount. Imsngatn.tagrnclrshavcbemun
ans, A

that it is not the labe-night shifts that are the prob-
lerm but the fact that women need to be worried about them in the first place,

entermedicine, this

SMALL SCREEN CINEMA

Emmy Award winners underline how TV is now

Thas
ufthc mainstream media into a partisan en-
tity. The Election Commission watched on as
the prime minister led an outright commu-

i | Gandhi abouit

a"cuntr::li:d election” he alludes o the sys-
tematic erasure of the kevel playing field. That
thie BP failed toget a majority despite all odds

This brings us to the larger
debate on how we view
democracy. Should it be
confined to casting a ballot?
Should we ignore election
finance that legalises

nels through adw:mmnls. Nine of the 10
FPeruvian channels were m

vehermently disagree that education alone is
the panacea to all evils. An malysls e Antbeur
Paliwalin search

news|
whenthe 10th channel, a small network with
only 10,000subscriber fcast

institutes like [Ts, [I5c, TIFR, over 90 per cent
professors and assistant or associate profies-

sors are from Without offi-

Jjudge. In hushed voices, people will talk of
Indian Montesinos. The now shelved broad-

Singh madea swn:pmgdanmhat mamy

casting bill is in line witk
seeks bo control every public avenue.
ﬂusbnngs us ko the Ia:gn debate on how

“socialist’ i~ ignomed the needto
provide “real education instead of just basic
]|I:L'ﬁcy Slwthmgncsmmsaytha:nmd

?5hould fi-

nance that legalises corruption,

pvwrsdmulcdl.lranun W cannot hutgawk
atthe s

oronyism? Should we judge our institutions'
i - rels?

pettl ..,u

In their ﬁnal speeches in the Constituent
ssemibly, j

cluqucmly put how mere existence of an eg-

cation, At e, India’s literacy was
18.3 percent, which increased more than four
times by 2011, reaching 73 per cent.
Gwv.'mml:nls Cungrns Janata Parivar, and

nework
ann:r expuality. We must constantly strive to-
isi tandard: i

it must take a hard look at its journey so far

improwe stu-
dents' pl'l:lflcl.‘:l'lc)' on different scores. PM
Modi has presided over the gradual with-
drawal of the government from education.

and review the policy The de-
mand for a socio-economic caste census that

Rahul Gandhi champions is a steppingstone

gle public university came up during his
tenure as chief minister, In this year's budget,

towards a more socially just order. the allocation was reduced by 7 per cent.
i i i Rahul Gandhi i sy target. As Leader
skipping past the BJFs dout theis-  of ) e has chosen to speak for the

sue. Across the political aisle, thereis an agree-
ment in principle that we must conduct a
caste census. As Yogendra Yadav mentioned
in these pages {Ten half-truths about caste

people. Behind the veneer of high growth
rates is the reality of fsing inequality. These
issues are finding resonance with people.
Targeting Rahul Gandhi is irrational, and as

" . " - unpopular government held together by corruption, promotes oensus’ I, 3 the BJF lomsed  people s June 4, it's out of fashion.
the medium for complex, intelligent storytelling and oppression. cromyism? Should we judge omwi in201 in- W urge Singh to get with the times.
: i i the i I g T clusion of other hackward classes in the next

HE?GI'HF_.I:.NTION | LARERY GRS drmu!c.nund- Peruvian intelligence officer, was known to m..:.r-m». umtlmlp. helth by census in 2018, Kurmar is mernber, Congress Working

ful of sensitivities of ment, The hosts — Schitt's Crevi's Eugene control the media that helped consolidate referring ko the Wewholeheartedly agroe with her onthe Cormmittee. Satyawali is National

and Dan Ll:'uy— steered clear of jokes at the expense of actors, That's not to upport for the Alberto Fujimori lowest standards? need to strengthen the education sector and Coordinator, ANOC Research Department
y . The listof e ‘television
- andDTTpIatlorms— is nor the medium for complex storytelling that N:cngmscs:ls

e Fs pged 18 awards

English-language show to win the Outstanding Drama Series category. Jeremy Allen
‘White and Ebon Moss-Bachrach won their second straight awards for The Bear. Metflix's
Bahby Reindeer came away with four awards, including Best Limited Serbes. Some of the
other winners were Hacks, Slow Horses and The Crown,

Shogun, Australian-British writer James Clavell's 1975 historical novel, was first adapted
inbo a miniseries in 1980 and won several Emiys. However, it was a story about Japan,
centredona The reason forits remake, ace Balian of FX.
Enrrr\‘allum‘m. is it “nccdmg o tell |tJ|c story| as much from the Japanese side, casting
Japs tors”. Such cultural moment that cel-
i ity, indivi [ the genre. Fans of The Bear
will agree with Eugene when he says, 1 know some of you will be expecting us to make
a joke about whether The Bear is really a comedy — but in the true spirit of The Bear, we
will not be making any jobes.”

T . !

ificity and the

ican
Ly
TV —appear genne shows. [t seems to marny,
mc]u:lmg Martin Smm:sr e that films have Shows, over a longer time,
are ahle voices that personal ideas”,

INDIAN EXPRESS _]
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\'mh-muduunum
o
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SRI LANKA RELENTS
THE SR LAMKAN g will granit citi-

of the people, Andhra hadrsl\ Gowvernor

five general principles put forward by the
Chi > .

Shankar Dayal 5h the one-

ot working |

zenship to 95,000 stateless people of Indian
P 1

th-old ministry of N Eluskara Rao and

00000
opted for Indian citizenship, President | B
Jayawar el Thear
followed an expression of regret by the CWC
president, 5 Thondaman, at the delay in grant-
{

Frarshad been

T Rama Ran asc again.
Rama R: imas OM along with his
first batch of 10 ministers.
INDO-CHINA TIES

INDIA AND CHINA said they attached the

issue
tointervene in the island's affairs.

NTR CM AGAIN

BOWING TO THE mounting democratic will

greatest i to relations with each
alu:rand wvowed o try hard and get uurrdlc

PAKISTAN'S HAND
THE GCH’.ERNM.T—__NT HAS _gnt clear :'uldm

port from Paldstan. The evidenoe collected by
the government after interrogation of some:
terrorists, especially those arrested in
Rajasthan, and the supply of pistols to the hi-
Jjackers at Lahore airport, has convinced it
abuut Pakistar's hand in the Punjab troubie.

theirticsto I:Iu: g
Dielhi, they were said to have made “reason-
able progress” in their attermpt to marry the

drnr “Itis very dear now that Paklsran is
deeply invoheed in the Punjab trouble”.
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
The percentage of
independents in fray
in Jammu & Kashmir
40 Atotod of 365 candidates
hawe filed their neminations
as Independent candidates
to contest the three-phase polls. This is the

second-highest number of Independents to
contest the polls in JEK. »m

Why s “Tamil Nawlu not received its Samagra Shiksha fu
fon Policy 2020 affect funding? Why

the National Edlucs

EXFLAINER

Priscilla Jebaraj

The story so far:
amil Nadu is yet to receive this
year's funds from the Union
government under the Har.aship
education scher
Shiksha. According to the §
government, the Centre has linked these

has opposed, including the contentious
thiree-language formila. The impasse has

come to a head over the last two weeks,
with a public war of words between the
Centre and State erupting on X.

What is Samagra Shiksha and why
has Tamil Nadu not gotten funds
under it?

integrated

-5 mnmduliumnlm'sillml
education me nursery til C
components for teacher tr
satlark

administrative reform, vocational and
sports education, with grants for
textbooks, uniforms, and libraries, among
others, The scheme’s estimated outlay
between 2021 and 2026 i
crone, with the Centre ar

20:24-25, Tamil Nadu's alloc
the scheme amounts to 83,586 crore of

crore, \\hlch has not yet arrl\ul halfway
thirough the financial year.

In aletter to Pri Minister Narendra
Mo last month ]
Minister M.K. Stalin .Itlllsd.‘d the Centre of
Imposing a prerequisite for the fund's
disbursal, namely, the signing of a
Memaorands o Understanding (Moll)
for another sponsored
education scheme called PM Schools for
Rising Incia (PM Shri). This scheme, being
ruin from 2022-2027, aims to create 14,500

Cuennal« www.thehindu.com « Tuesday, September 17, 2024

ext&Context

THE:

Bail granted to MPs
linked to Pak’s ex-PM
Imran Khan
Al least 30 people from Khan's
l 0 Pakistan Tehreok-e-Insal party
— Including 10 MPs — were
remandded in custody last Teesday, two

days after they led & major rally in the
capital, Islamabad. we

Death toll due to
Typhoon Yagi in South
Last Asian countries

Yagi battered
Myanmas, Vietnam,
Laos and Thailand

with powerful winds and a huge dump of
rain over a week ago, triggering floods and
landslides. we

= HINDU

The amount of aid
the US. will provide
Bangladesh

in § million, USAID will
202 prowide a grant to

Bangladesh for its
three sectors: good governance, so<ial,

human, and economic opportunity, and
resilience. er

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the_hindu () instagram.com/the_hindu

Why is T.N’s education funding on hold?

Is for this year? What are the conditions attached o the rele;
the threedanguage formula a contentiou

issue?

b llmiba: The State implements a two-Language bormula, making it mandatony for all students to study
both Tamil and English throughaut their school years. /i

maodel schools across the country o
showcase the implementation of NEP
20000, and has a much ler project cost
of ¥27,360 crore, The Centr ]

least 10 letters to Tamil N:

he State gave an
it would do so, with
MNadii Education Minister Anbil

sh saying that this was because the
1 Mol was being linked to funding
rur the much larger Samagra Shiksha

the delayed third and fourth instalments
from 202324, and the full funds for [lIL
current year. In July, th
maodified Mo, dropping the paragra
on NEP implementation, however, 1
was ||rhlu‘(1ilahls l:: the Centre, I|1 ]

the !uml»z..md in a Sey pulnl
accused the Centre of “denylng lunds o
the best-performing S s for refusing o
bow to the NEP®,

The Union Education department has
taken umbrage at this implication, in
response o an article by The Hindw, a
Ministi o sl it was
“misleading” “incorrect” to suggest
any such “gquid pro quo”, However, the
fact remains that Tamil Nadu has not
slgned the complete PM Shiel Mol and has

not received Samagra Shiksha funds.,

What is Tamil Nadu's problem with
the NEI 20207

In a post on X, Mr. Mahesh sald the S
i late to specific elements ||l.|:'

fundks to full compliance “infringes
upon the State’s constitutional autonomy
In education®,
T.u:lll Nadu's
I

4|;ml|1a| six years in the NEP l'Ir:
wants undergraduate college .bdlllla’-ﬂvd!:l
to be based on Class 11.and 12 marks,
rather than a com nirance test as
proposed by the The biggest hurde,
however, Is the NEP's three-language
formula.

Why does Tamil Nadu oppose the
three-language formula?

The NEP 2020 recommenids the mother
tongue of the local language as the

How do emergency provisions
impact Centre-State relations?

What is the federal structure of governance in India? How do Articles 3

Rangarajan B,

spate of renewed
anipur has once
again triggered the discussion
around Centre-State relations
and the use of emergency provisions by
the Centre.

What is our federal set-up?
India ks a federation with governments at
the Centre and the States. The Seventh
Schechule to the Indian Constitution

@ power between the Unlon
nder this scheme, itis the
State governments to

law and order in thed

also specifies that the Centre should
ensure that every government
operate according to the Constitution.
Article 356 allows for the imposition of
the President’s rabe i a \mu's-
Hovernment
accordance wilhumﬂlmthm
provisions, While in the U5, and
Australia, federal government functions
also involve protecting Stat
constitutions do ot cont t
for remorving State governments.
B.R. .Mnhmll(.lrt':(n].llllnlthc purpose
155, .

that if the Centre
s administration

i
s o the Centre,
was incorporated to check any arbit
or horised use of Article 356,

imposes a dlltyun the Centre
State from external

What have the courts ruled?

Dr. Ambedkar again in the constituent
Assembly wished that Articles 355 and
356 would never be called into operation
and would remain a dead letter. However,
it was a travesty of the Constitutional

nd 356 affect federalism?

principles and federalism that Article 356
on several occashons

oving elected governments that
enjoyed majority in the S1ates. Reasons
varied from loss in Lok Sabha elections to
deterioration of liw and order in the
States, [t was only after the Supreme
Court's categorical judgement in the
Bomimai case (1994) that such misuse was
restricted. The court held that Article 356
ahoubd be imposed only in the event of a
breakdown of constitutional machinery,
stinguished from an ordinary
breakdown of law and order. [t also held
that the impaosition of the President’s rule
Is subject to judicial review and should
not be misused for political reasons,

On the other hand, the scope of Article
355 has been widened by various
Supreme Court rulings. In State of
Rajasthan Vs Union of India (1977), the
court had a namow interpretation of
Article 355 as justifying the employment
of Article 356, However, in subsequent
cases such as Naga People’s Movernent of
Huerman Rights Vs Unbon of India (1998),
Sarbamanda Sonowal Vs Union of India
{2005, and H.5 Jain Vs Union of India

=

miedium of instruction il Class 5 and says
that all school students should be taught
at least three languages, of which two
itist be nathve to Ind
three-language form
has been inevery NE
been implemented in
teaching the local language, a
English and Ilmdi. with Sansk
lJthml §

]mhlmlu;m:(lvnnlr "
widespread agitation against m.m(l.ll:)r)
1 the 19305 to viokent anti-Hindi

ate 19605, to protests agains

there has been a consistent political
CONSensus on lhd’ issue,
the State implements a
anguage formula, making it
mandatory for all students 1o study both
Tamil and English throughout their
ars, and they are free to choose
ny u[!wr language as an
1. * » Tamil as a
Nsuring
ations are equipped with
[-Jlglll.h proficiency,” Mr. Mahesh said ina
recent post on X,
I 2020 says that "there will be a
ater Hexibility in the three-language
nd no Lalu.:uagt will be imposed
i not
Tindi as one of the

ill: ﬂl’nur Identity while akso

mandatory to includ
three linguages. However, this would sill
allow students to choose Tamil as a third
language, to be studied for just a few
years in middie s
All major politic |mrllls in Tamil
N.)du lhave rejected this ruI'I“IILl ol

whether t

NEP mear

cdm a:kun in the moether wngue including
ahesh

principled” stance against
at Tamil Nadu was opposing

esponded that the
1ys prioritised

g with Tamil as a
comerstone, while empowering students
with knowledge in English™,

(1997}, the legal position with respect to
Article 355 has shifted. The scope of
actions under this article has been
widened to permit all statutorl
constitutionally available
Union to discharge its duties lJFprl)tu:II:ul
the State and ensuring that its governance
is i accordance with the Constitution.

‘What are the suggestions?
The Sarkaria Co 55 3
Relations (1987), the National Commission
1o Review the Working of the Constinution
(2002), and the Punchhi Commission on
Centre-State Relations (20000 have all
opined that Article 355 not only imposes a
duty on the Union but also grants it the
power to take necessary actions for the
effective performance of tha duty.
Imposition of the President's under
Artiche 356 must be used as a last resort in
situations of utmaost gravity and urgency.
The situation in Manipur is grave,

e violence against Innocent

ns, women and children; looting of
nmmmh i from police AFMOEY; drone
k.-::.nrpalm: civilians

51 an ordinary

as well as political
expediency, considering that the same
party is in power at the Centre and the
lted in Artiche 356 not being
imvoked. However, under Article 355, all
possible instructions and actions should
continue to be pursued to restore
normaley at the earliest

Rangarajon R is a fornrer IAS officer and
author of ‘Poliry Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal

Deaths due o gang
infighting in Mexico’s
artel bastion

30

Zambada, who claimed he had been
delivered into custody ag

The flighting follows the
arrest of Sinaloa Cartel
co-faunder ismael "El Mayo®

5t his will. we
MDA DATA TS

comy

»of Tamil Nacus education funds? How does

THE GIST

Tamil Nadu hasn't received its
Samagrs Shiksha funds for the
current year.

-

Tamil Nadu rejects the NEP's
requiremaont for teaching three
languages, preferring its cwn
two-language farmula

-

The disagreement ower NEP
eompliance has led to
heightened tensions and a
pubdic exchange betwedn
Tamil Nadu and the Centre.

THE G

India’s federal system divides
powers between the Union and
State gauunmmu.wlnsmu
responsible for maintaining
Law and order.

Articles 355 and 356 of the
Cantitution allow the Centre
1o imtervene in States under
cortain condstions. Article 355
mandates the Centre to protect
States from internal and
extemal theeats, while Article
56 permits the imposition of
President's rule ifa State's
povememnt Lails to function
sccording to the Constitution,
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Kurm Ha:mell’.rkm Maidhya Pradiesh was found to be the lrml mllablrlar introducing thi: cheetahs Im’aunahl\hh!m andl adequate prey base, P

What is the current status of the
introduction of African cheetahs?

Project Cheetah has encountered significant sethacks, including prolonged captivity and cheetah Eatalities; with long-erm suceess hinging on finding
sullicient habitat, scientific management, and community support, the project’s future depends on overcoming these enormous challenges

Ravi Chellam

he Cheetah Action Plan (CAP)
represents India’s ambitious
effort 1o introduce African

chectahs into its ecosystems,
with a focus on both conserving the
species and restoring il of
savanna hablitms, Howe he project
has faced several challenges since its
inception, including extended captivity of
the cheetahs and Faialities, raising
questions about RS long-term prospects,

What Is Project Cheetah?

The CAP* states that the translocation of a
large carnivore, African cheetahs in this
case, s a strategy to conserve threatensd
species and restore ecosystem functions,
It also states that India plans to assist the
Government of Iran, and the international
conservation co ity with conserving
the Asiatic cheet nd increasing ins
distribution range to include protected
landseapes in India.

The CAP also says cheetahs will be a
fagship species for the degraded
dry-open forest/swvanna ecosystems in
India and increase the value of restoring
amd conserving them, as well as improve
the fortunes of local communities
through eco-tourism. 1t has been
estimated that the released population
should reach the carrying capacity of
Kum National Park in about 15 years and
that of the wider Kuno landscape in 30-40
years, According 1o the CAP, the
imtroduction programme requires
lomg-term (at beast 25 years) hinancial,
technical, and administrative
tments from the Mindsury of
1, Forests and Climate Change
2), the Natlonal Tiger
Conservation Auwthority (NTCA), the
Madhya Pradesh Forest Department, and
ihe Wildlife Institite of lndia,

‘Why are the African cheetahs in
captivity?

Per the CAP, radio-collared male
coalitions were to be released first from
their holding enclosures (bomas) after a
perbod of one to two months, The
radio-collared females were to be released
one o four weeks after the males,
depending on how comfortable the males

THE DAILY QUIZ

wiere in thelr new environment, India has
missed t timelines. The quarantine
period in Kuno for all the cheetahs was
longer than specified. Once the cheetahs
were released into the bomas, they
endured a prolonged period of
confinement. In fact, the 12 surviving
adult cheetahs of the 20 brought from
Afriea have spent almost all of the last 12
months in captivity,

Such longterm captivity can only be
Interpreted as a misguided attempt by
those managing the cheetahs w play it
safe, possibly in the belief that the
mortality of the cats ean be mitigated in
captivity and that they will also be easier
o breed,

The problem? Captive cats quickly
become unfit 1o be released 1o range free
in the wild, which is Project Cheetah's
obijective. A Namibian policy categorically
restricts the captivity period for wild large
carnivores to three months, 1 the period
exceeds this duration, the camivore
shiould either be ewthanised or be held
permanently in captivity,

As per this policy, the 12 adult cheetahs
and the 12 cubs currently in Kuno are
unfit to be released into the wild,

Why did so many cheetahs die after
maovi

Deaths ancd births are part and parcel of
the lives of all species. That said, in such
Imernational projects, utmost care should
b taken 1o assess and choose individual
animals before they are imported. Once
the cats are in India, we are responsible
lm'dvplu} Ilu: !In.- best avallable

o

ensLre Illry I.\'r THOl juist -iur\dw:

There have bee res on both these
fromts. One female cheetah imported
from MNamibia had a pre-existing and
chronic renal allment resulting in her
death in eapaivity in March 2023, A male
from South Africa died in capivity in
April 2023 due to suspected
hypokalaemia and the resulting acute
heart failure. A female from South Afriea
died in captivity in May 2023 as she was
muled by a male coalithon in an
enclosure while the managers were trylng
o get her to mate, All three cats died
before they were released at all,

I late May 2003, three of the four cubs

| baarr to Jwala wiere found dead due to

heat stroke, Between July 11 and August 2,
2023, two males from South Africa (one
free-ranging and the other in captivity)
and ane female from Namibila
(free-ranging) died, The official reason
was that these cats contracted dermatitis,
Followed by mylasis and septicaemia, The
root cause was allegedly the growth of a
winter ooat during the Indian summer
and monsoons. This is physiologicall

the overall responsibility for guiding the
project. The NTCA and the MoEFCC are
the institutions responsible for all
highelevel decision-making, including
negotiating with the Alrican countries 1o
procure the cheetahs,

The Wildlife Instiute of India has been
providing technical inputs and the
Madhya Pradesh Forest Department has
been responsible for the field

impossible since a ihur!er dlay !enui his
required for the winter coat 1o grow,

In January 2024, a male from Namibia
died in captivity duse epticaemila. In
Augpust 2024, anothel e froam Namibia
= the only frec-ranging African cheetah in
Kuno - died apparently due to drowning.
Afew cheetah researchers with decades
of experience sald none had heard of a
single instance of a free-ranging cheetah
drowning.

Two of the cubs born in a liner of six
died in Jure and August 2024, One cul's
spine was broken,

Why are the cheetahs located in
Kuno?

The CAP states that 10 sites were surveyed
In five central Indian States 1o determine
their suitability for introducing African
cheetahs, OF these, Kuno National Park i
Madhya Pradesh was found to be the
mast sultable for introducing the
cheetahs because of its habitat and
adequal base,

Bt even in Kuno, the cheetahs have
largely been held captive. About 80 sq.
km has been fenced off in Gandhi Sagar
Wildlife Sanctuary and cheetahs were
initially supposed to be released there by
December 2003 or January 2024, Now the
plan seems o be to introduce the cats in
late 2024 or early 2025,

A captive breeding facilivy for the
African cheetahs is belng built in the
Banni grasslands of Kachchh, Gujarat.
Some cheetahs are likely 1w be housed
here. Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary in
Madhya Pradesh has also been mentioned
as a potential site for introducing African
cheetahs,

Whao is ible for the ch h
An expert committee appointed by the

| NTCA and chaired by Rajesh Gopal has

Will Project Cheetah have
measurable outcomes?

The CAP outlines both short-term and
long-term success criteria for introducing
cheetahs in Inclia. In the short werm, the
oals include a 50% survival rate for the
first year, cheetahs establishing home
ranges, successful reproduction in the
wild, and generating revenue for local
communities through ecotourism. These
goals are currently not being met due to
prolonged captivity, which contradicts
the plan's original prescriptions,
Long-term success is measured by
cheetahs becoming a stable part of the
ecosystem with natural survival rates,
establishing a viable metapopulation,
Improving habitat quality and prey
diversity, and benefiting local economies
through sustainabbe conservation effarts.

Does Project Cheetah have a sunset
clause?

In son nse, the longterm criteria for
success like the establishment of a viable
metapopulation in India should be viewed
as the sunset clause, Such projects will
need almost constant management
attention.

The timelines stretch across a
minimum of 15 years but more
realistically 30 1o 40 years, as per the
CAP,

Bt the big question still remains: does
India have sufficient habitar (4,000 o
8,000 sq, ki) of the required quality to
establish a viable population of
free-ranging cheetahs in the wild?

Ravi Chellam is a wildlife bolagist amd
conservation scientist based in Bengaluru,
He Is CEO of Metastring Foundation and
Coordinator of Biodiversity Collaborative,
The views expressed by him ane
independent and personal
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September 17 marks the day when the princely State of Hyderabad merged with the
Indian Union in 1948, Here is a quiz about key figures and events

Serish Nanksett)

by the Majlis ittehadul Muslimeen in

Hyderabad, Thiy functioned as Nizam's

Questions and Answers to the previous day's daily quiz:
1, Which €lub wan the inaugural season in 192930 and which

(9

QUESTION 1

He was the first and the last Agent-General
of India in the princely State of Hyderabad,
Hame him,

LY

QUESTION 2

He wins borm in present.day Bangladesh and
was the first cousin of actress Devika Ranl. In
1948, he secured the susrender of the
Hyderabad armed forces in Secunderabad
on September 18, Who was he?

k

QUESTION 3

Hie wias. the commandaer in chiel of
Hydevabad armed forces who surrendened to
the Indian army in September 1948, Who
was this soldier?

(9
QUESTION 4
They were volunteers of armed men created

Y
K -

stormtroopers and croated a relgn of terror in
the ineriors 0‘ Nizam's Dominion before the

merger of the princely State. Name this group,

Y

QUESTION S

She unfurled the indian flag in Hyderabad
near the British Residency building on
Detober 2, 1942, heeding the call of the Quit
Indlia mavement, and went to jall. The
zoclogical park in Darjeeling s named after
heew as she served a8 o Governor of that State
for 11 years. Who was she?

N

QUESTION &

Thi Hizam's army started bringing weapons
frosm Pakistan into Hyderabad with an
HAustralian pilot carmying on the surmeptitious
mission using WIW-1| vintage Lancastens in
1948, This movie director from Hyderabad,
wha was 13 then, confessed to theowing
pebbles into the planes to disable them

- » a

&

N
Visual Question:

one won the latest in 2023-247 Ans: Barcelona and Real
Madrid

2. Whe holds the record for having scored the most goals?
Ans: Lionel Messi

3, Who are the two players holding the record for the mast
appearances! Ans: Andenl Zublzarreta & Joaguin

4, How many non-EL players ean be named by a side for each
match? Ans: 3

5, What is the name of the second division to which lowly
paced chubs in La Liga are relegated? Ans: Segunda division
6. Hame the founding membser chubs of La Liga that got
promoted for the current season, Ans: Espanyol

T, Which are the three founding clubs that have never been
relegated from the prime division in La Liga histery? Ans: Real
Madrid, & Athletic Bilbao

The Tricabour Mluttering on th lanial
bublding was first unfurled on September
18, 1948, It is now the presidential
retreat in winter, and a tourist
destination the rest of the year in
Hyderabad, What is this bullding called
naw?

[

8, Who scored the first hat-trick in the 2024-25 season? Ans;
Raphinha for Barcelona against Valladolid

Viswal: Identity this legendary player. Ans: Raul Gonzalez The
only player to have appeared in 550 matches for a single
cluby

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas | Parimal Das | Arun Bumar Singh

-
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Know your
English

s h
Upendran
“Good morming!®

“Good moming indeed! ™

“What do you mean 'Good moming
indeed'?”

“Weell, it seems strange that you wish
me ‘good morming at 6 o'clock in the
evening.”

“What if it's 6.00 in the evening? I'm
seelng you for the first tme today, aren't
"

"Yes®

“As I'm seeing you for the first time
today, [ must say ‘good morming'.”

“You can't do that. You wish someone
good morming enly if it's morming, Tha is
before 12 noon.”™
WL YOU ETERL SOMenns
dey mmls on the tme of day you greet
him/her”

“That's right.”

“Walt & minute, Now it's 6.00 o'clock in
the evening. So what do 1 say to you now?
Good evenlng, And if 1 see you at 5.00
a'cbock in the afternoon, | should say
“good afternoon’, right?*

“Yes, As L said, the way you greeta
person depends on the time of the day. If
yous et someone before noon, you say
“good morning’, If you meet someone
between noon and 6.00 o'clock in the
evening, you greet hinyher with a ‘good
afternoon’, Any tme after 6.00 o'clock In
the evening, you say ‘good evening””

“When do you say good night*

“You say ‘good night’ when you bid
somecne good night, 11s used only when
you take leave of & person.”

“So can | say ‘good night’ to you, if1
take leave of you at 3,00 o'clock in the
evening?”

"N

“So 'good night” s sabd when you take
leave of someone o night, Is that right?”

“Yes, thar's right. And the usual
response to good night is good night. Just
as the usual response to.,.”

“Good moming is good moming and
poosd afternoon is good afternoon, And
when you take leave of a person in the
morming or aftermoon, you don’t say
“good morning or good afternoon”,
Either you say ‘good day® or the more
usual good bye',."

“Please stop. | see that you have
understood

“leertainly have, Well, I'd better get

“Where are you off 1o?"

“Gaokul’s house.”"

“What for?"

“Gokul met with a fatal accident this
morning.”
“How did it happen?”
intoa buffalo”

“Yes, The |>uurd|.||1 ks In terrible pain*

“Whe, the buflalo?™

“Iwouldn't refer 1o the bulfalo as he’,
woild 17"

“Then who are you talking about?”

“About Gokul, of course!”

“But | thought you sakd he was dead.”

“Leertainly did no ™

“Didn't you say Gokul met with a faal
accident?”

“But | dichn’t say he died.”

“But that's what you meant,”

“No, | didn"t

Sy SOMGCONE Was
accldent, it means
Tve/she died i that aceident, Fatal
accidents always result in someone’s
death.”

“But this acchdent only resulted in
Gokul breaking his collar bone.”

It wasn't a fatal accident.”

“Thank goodness!™

Published in The Hindu on May 25,
L]

Word of the day

Censorious:
"M!Ny critical or ex pressing censure

SYNONYMS: disapproving, condemning,
eamplakiing

USage: she was suprised by the censarious
tone of the review.

Promunciation: bit ly/censeriouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jsrissrias

For feedback amd suggestions for
Test & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject Test & Contest’

@ ’ [ amn
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: Opimion

Better late than never

The govt has done well to wake up to the
shortcomings of the 2021 scrappage policy

T'SGOODTHAT the government has realised, even if belatedly, that
the vehicle scrappage policy announced in 2021 needs to be
reviewed, Last week, Anurag Jain, secretary, min stry of road trans-
portand higl toldanindustry conf theg
was now working on a serappage policy based on pollu tlun potential
Instead of the current Dlw.whlc?l is based on the age of the vehicle, The
reason cited by him was consumers complaining why should they be
miade to change vehicles if they have maintained them well. The state-
ment makes it clear that the cnrller pnll.cywau rushed through without
from the larger Com Obviously,theauto
industry would favour a scrappage policy as it would lead to mandatory
repeat purchase thus fuclling demand, Estimates suggest that the move
would boost sales by 4- 5% annually,

But the policywas not announced at the behest of the auto industry, Its
purpose was to lower pollution in general and specifically in the Delhi-
National Capital Region (NCR), which suffers from smog every winter.
While there are several reasons for such conditions in the reglon, chiefof
which s stubble burning by farmers of Punjab and Haryana, the main
Brrunt was borne by vehicle owners, This s evident from the fact that the
2018 Supreme Court (SC) orderon serapplng of oldervehicles in the NCR
has not provided much of a relief from the smog, The 2021 policy s pecif-
Ically targets over 15-year-old commercial and over 20-year-old private
vehicles, requiring them tm.lndl:rso nundatn-ry fitness tests, Vehicles that
fall these tests must be seraf offered o pur-
chase new vehicles, Under lhr: ‘|(. s order, petrol vehicles older than 15
years and diesel vehicles over 10 years are notallowed to plyon NCR m:ds.

To make the policy § le to the the go
added thatoriginal equipment owners (OI-,Ms}wlI] haveto glvcdlswunls
onthe ight in llew of | leventh
would provide relief In the form of road tax rates. Rmm]y, the OEMs
agreed o offerdiscounts of up to 1,5%:- 3% against scrapped vehicles on
the ex-showroom price for passengervehicles fora period of 1 to 1.5 years.
That the policy lacks sense can be gauged from the fact that if avehicle s
breing scrapy itis unfit to be used, and | g pollution, then
why should incentives be provided to disband it? Emission technology
forvehicles is advancing thus reducing pollution to a great extent. Since
2020, PV manufacturers have had to switch to BS 6 norms, from the ear-
lier BS 4. 1n BS 6 diesel engines, the nitrogen oxide limit gets reduced by
T0% from the previous standard, and OEMs had to make heavy invest-
ments to implement it.

The point is clear, If a vehicle is of modern technology and has been
miaintained well, there is no logie inmandating a phase-out after 15 years.
The running of vehicles anyway varies from city to city. For instance, a
vehicle inacity like Delhiwould elock 100,000 km faster than insmaller
citles. The government should scrap the eurrent serappage policy, and
move to a regime which focuses on fitness of vehicles, To ensure this,
tighter pollution norms, and renewal of registration based on fitness Is
the way forward. A meaningless one-size-fits-all approach will always
reach a dead end,

Walmart has seized the
baton from Nvidia. What?

COMSUMER STAPLES ARE one of the sleepiest sectors of the US stock market,
Investors buy them for thelr lowvolatility and generous dividends, not exhilarat
Imgupside potential, But lately, toothpaste, bleach, and certain big-box food retail
ersseem to beacting lke the new semiconductors.

Tha S&P 500 consumer staples sector has returned 19,8% year to date, push
Ing the blended forward price -earnings multiple to 21.5 at the time of wrlting,
ncu!hu hlghunl nlnm 2:]22 Someof that reflects optimlsm around fuggernauts

g Costen o, an lw.:lu:.m Inc.—which command multiples
of 51.2 times and 30.8 times for Ively — but the frothiness
extends to other parts of the diverse super. ao:l::raawll

Colgate-Palmaolive Co., Procter & Gamble Co., and Lnn Lnla o, uowlr.mcm
27,9 thmes, 24.7, and 24 times bilendad f d
1.3, and 0.8 standard deviations above lllcl: 1014-2013 mrwa
meme-stock bve, but certalnl I -onlholrnwnlurms.

‘And this|saralativl " P tod .
In early nugmsl propelled by the sense that the econommy was shifting !‘rmu’vuy
good" to*so-s0”. Data since then has revealed that the unemployment rate, while
still low, bs generally on the rise. Meamwhile, Nvidia Corp,, the superstar stock of the
2022-2024 bull market, falled to deliver the magnitude of earnings surprise that
markets had grown to expect, Asa result, the S&P 500 semiconductor sub-industry
has deflated to a 28.4 times forward P/E ratlo, after a 90% rally from late 2023
pushed industry multiples as highas 36,1 times,

Thatbelng the case, It made sense to seeka degree
of safety in com panles with steady cash flows and
high dividend ylelds that are less sensltive to eco

i,
ot 202 1

M HER BUDGET 2024-25, the
finance minister lsted nine key pri-
orfthes fora Vikslt Bhamt devdoped
India) by 2047 We were surprised
that health waas not one of them,
Harvard professor David Bloom and
his co-authors have argued that “higher
lifeexpectane Incentivestol
In educatlon, Innovation, and physieal
caphtal’, even as “better health ncreases
labour market particlpation and worker
productivity” Wl.l)‘.'i'l?i'ﬁ‘ﬂr]. Robert
Fogel, the 1993 Nobel laureate In eco
nomies, highlighted that raphd sconomic
growth InAsla and Latin Amerlea “first
became evident In the Improvernent In
life expectancy. In the case of India, for
axample,lifeexpectancyat bisth increased
from 29 years in 1930 to 60 years In
190" (Bt AN U],

A

ideas fructify

® HEALTHY TARGET
GOVTAND FIRMS SHOULD PRICRITISE EVIDENCE-BASED APPROACHES ON WORKFORCE HEALTH

A top priority for Viksit Bharat

ALI MEHDI
RAJIV KUMAR

Raspactively lounder and CEC, UHCSA0,
K chalrman, Pahle inda Foundstan, and lormar
wice charman of Mti Aayog

Ahealthy workforce would not anly be
maore particlpative and productive, but
financially and functionally less depen
dent on families and governments post
retbrement. [ndla already has the world's
second-highest elderly population (65
years or older), it would be higher than
Furopa's In 2047 (World Population
Prospects 2024), Workforee I1o1l1h
b

eltdcal from thi

to 1.7 million or 168% of all deaths in
2019, causing a Joss of $36.8 billlon o
LAy of its GOP (i fy R 7H).

Privnie Minkster Narendra Madi called
on bushness leaders towork with the gov
ernment fora Viksit Bharat.*Our promise
is that we will reform, you promise that
you will |:chnrm. he told them, The
e undertakes

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

@ START-UP GROWTH

Union trade and commerce minister Piyush Goyal

Startup India's strength will contribute to the

India growth story. Encouraging Indians to be
job creators and help(ing] them see failures to be
stepping stones to a brighter future will help big

In Delhl i 2019-20 [National Health
Accounts 2023),

Inwvest in research and information
systems rurc\ddcnm Iumlwliclunand

workforce health,

Adopt multhsectoral and multistake
holder approaches to tackle the wider
determinants of health at the domestic
level, and coordinate multilaveral policy
and acthon for the global determinants,

Prioritise health promothon and dis
ease preventhon to reduce the burden of
death, disease, disabllity, and treatment
expenditures, With low health expend|
ture levels and the catastrophle patential
prs i : 1

Imlla;:mnal:lc,'livcn health Insurance,
because It |s offered as a hospltalisation

Howawr, wewsnider how India could
become pikstwith alife expectancy that
converges with that of low-Income
countries with age, while the gap with
high-income countrles remabns high
(see graphic),

Labour force partlclpatbon rate of our
working-age population {15-64 years,
modelled International Labowr Organiza
thon estimates) was 5500 n 2022 lower
than other BRICS — South Afirica (61%),
Brazil {(700%), Russia and China (769)
aswellas bow- and high-income countries
{66 and 75% respectively). Worker pro
ductivity (value added per worker, con
stant 2015 §) In services (8,898), which
cantribiites mast o Indla's GOP, wasonl
etterthanlow-Income count res (2,693
but much lower than the rest — Brazil
(17,261), Russia (17,403), South Africa
{22,295), China (25,588), and high
Income countries {61, 346) (World Devel
opment Indicators, The World Bank),
Improving workforce health will surely
have a positive Impact on our labour par
thelpation and productivity.

Inan earlier paper, professor Bloom
and his co-authors argued that "in add)
thon l:rthlsurro::ol‘lmllhnnmrmp«:
ductivity,
tive longevity can also drive Increased
savings for retirement" (e e Lt 2),

well, partheularhywith Iragyclos on
rlsing Insurance |:m::|umn. penslon
reforms, and covering the elderly under
Ayushiman Bharat,

These Is a growing threat from public
health and cli |

Covld-19 reversed nlo:anlomrmogrc:a.

The mortality rate forthe 15-60age group

during 2019-21 increased in India (55)
h i sl

The Centre and state mmnmu:nu
should prioritlse expenditure on health,
Indla's government health expendiiure
(a5 a percentage of its general expendi
ture) was 3.7% In 2021, very low com
pared to BRICS — China (8.9%), Brazil
L0.9%), Russia (15.1%]), and South
AMricaf15,3%) — let alone high-income
countries {18.8%) whose league we

s
(15}, oreven the US (35) (WP 2024). Al
pollution in India s estimated to have led

wishtojoln.A tates/ Unlon Tarrl
torkes with legislature, it ranged from
3,200 in Jammu and Kashmir to 18.7%

LIFE EXPECTANCY AT DIFFERENT AGES, 2024

At birth 15 y‘nu

Source: Lnited Natlons, World Papulation Praspects: The 20

25 years
Age

= India
= Low income countries
= High income countries

aw

a5 v‘euu 5 y‘ﬂrn 55 years

4 Raasion (WP

rish does notensurne a healthy work

Force, It kicks In when our health is at its

warst end. We have to try ourbest to keep
Ithon thel deofth

! 1
Incentivise u:u::lnrcn to Improve
the health of thelremployees (for exam
ple, by sharing costs) and em ployees to
adopt healthy lifestyles,

Companles should adopt an evi
dence-based approach fora measurable
Impact on employee healthand produc
thvity eather than dodng things that seem
nice, but whose impact is unclear,
Among numerous examples are the
employee health programmes of John
son & |ohnson, which helped the com
pany save §250 million on health care
costs over adecade,witha returnof §2.7
for evary dollar spent (Bey/IAS 2kea),
Strategle Investment In employee
health and produc anl
for companies wishing to stay ahead of
the curve, They should develop awork
place well-being policy and strategy,
which should include an early warning
system for timely detection and
response to health risks. Personal well
belng strategles should be developed
with employees,

The government and firms should
prioritise evidence-based approaches to
waorldforce health and productivity to stay

vo in ai

global econombe environment.

Deficits, debt and India’s growth prospects

Managing public debt and deficits needs the kinds of rules

NIRVIKAR SINGH

Prafassor of scancmics, Unhvarsity of Califarnia,

Santa Crux

encapsulated in the [P Morgan pillars, but India’s attention
to fiscal architecture has to encompass much more

INDIA'S GOVERNMENT DEBT |5 about
the highest it has ever been, at 8 2% of
GOP, This ks down from [ts post-pan
demichigh, but still higher than histor
leal averages. The stock of debt s a
major determinant of Interest pay
ments tobe made, which can crowd out
productive government spending, and
slow down growth, Interest payments
also depend on rates, which are Influ
enced by perceptions of risk, So high
debt levels can ralse interest rates and
create a negative feedback loop. On the
other hand, If public borrowing s used
for productive investment and ralses
future growth, then debt can be good,
again up toa point.

Some econombsts have suggested 90
5% of GDPasa huy:hml\olnl for public

eyele-adjusted targetsovermultiple

The ||l1lco are only mnmnaihﬁor

aboutathird
lal ot Ak

much larger federal system of public
expenditures and revenue collection.
Thelr prescriptions are contingent on

ment among lhoo‘alcoinprolnbly nm\m
1I1.|nal|hrL=1::ru Theve s widevariation

sounder-

the kings of this system. Several
underlylng features of the system
deserve greater attenthon as theyare the
foumnd hich the five pillarswill

standing and learning from these varla
thons can be very helpful, The nature of

at the state level, which soon become the

wdationonwhichthe ive pll

#les that need to be solved.
The firse puzzle s India's velatively
low tax- GO ratho, This has been recog

debt, but enly for d
with a lower critical value for emerging

India's

By thes
d(‘lll l-l:l'nlln In high, nnsl Il has been

nomic cycles, part of what we in the arlat
labelled the Great Rotatlon, Te hn clmr I'm not say
Ing that staples are literally pric

tors (they're not), but they're mr:alnl}' rleh for what
thay are. Since theend of fuly, Nvidia has returned just
1800, while Walmart has returned 17,8%and Costeo
Is up 11.4%. The question now |swhether staples are
still really safe If you buy them, in some cases, near
multl-decace-high valuations,

Sellslde analysts seem to be struggling with the
same riddle, Based on by Hloomberg, the mar.
ket-cap welghted $&P 500 umnnmcrnlapin Index m.\yrlaoiua! about 1% Inthe
coming 12 months, Adding the projected dividend yield of 2,5%, Wall Street Is
projectinga 3,5% total return, the paltriest of any sector, That's fine If It plays out
like: that, but you can do better ina 12-month Treasury bill without the risk. To
praferstaples, you'd have to belleve that there's some hidden bull case that analysts
are missing, and | just don't see it

The most exciting acthon bs In the likes of Costes, which Ii]llkl:!“ momlmahlp
prices, and Walmart,which kscag g ifluer
Andrea Felsted told me recently, many of these retall com panbes are. ﬂ:!dlngll Ium!cf
In general to push through price iIncreases, Instead discovering that they often have
to offer more promathons to keep Increasing sales volumes, which weighs on prof-
Itabllity. Tha sly I8 not thelimit, at keast not at this point in the economic cycle

Ifhistory Is any guide, the boost from this rotation has mostly played itself out.
Eventually staples stall or roll over too, either because (a) growth scares fade and
Inveators rotate back Into sexler stocks,; orLI:I macro worrles are validated and
everything starts to fall together, | still think we're In the first type of situation,
bt the staples upside looks pretty tapped out eltherway.

Of course, one thing that's true for every corner of the market Is this: Events
rarely unfold exactly as exp d, and can remaln hed for
wxtended perods of time, Personally, I've never been great at timing the turns,
Thrning bs ust a parlour game. But If it's peace of mind that people are after, staples
stocks sure looked alot safer before thelr prices reached the stratosphere,

JONATHAN
LEVIN

Maombarg

amists, The latest nlincnminn.hylhmcj 3
Morgan economists, offers a “relmagin
Ing"of Inclia's fiscal architecture, bullt on
“Flvtplllm" fhrst, !'ocunh!non lhccm!noi

Centre's problem. Indeed, nlsed for decades, but it ls

onechallengeforthe fourth not clear what will add ress
and fifth pillars |s a federal Cradit It best, Does the direct tax
system bn which the Centre base need to be broad

Is responsible for a slgnifl markets MUI:’ ened? Do indlrect tax rates

cant portion of the states' “‘"'p'rg!“?- a need to be adjusted? Is
revenue and 1 market i there scope for Improve
ously influences thelr  san be dIﬁIeult if nllcnla I|:1|.nc administra

d patterns ton? And soan,

thmugh Its own expendl transparency is The second puzzle Is
poor or absent the continued sub-opti

The 16th Finance mallty of institutions for

¥ Isslon will be deal management of publie

ing with some of these challenges as it
conducts its deliberatlons, Separately,
the GST Council continually deals with
what Is still a relatively new system of

GOF
fiscal deficits; second, deciding Imw
reduelng this eatlo by 5-10 percentage
poalnts should be shared between the Cen
tre and the states; thied, establishing risk-
based fiscal rules for the states; fourth,
lnm!uclng:mrko: sllxlplluc for state

anclfifth,

1l

sharing thep b from the GST, now
the dominant indirect tax in India—as
opposed to direct taxes on Incomes, for
which the Flnance Commlssion makes
suggestions for division between the
Centreand states and among the states,

Inessence, the five pillars from the [P
Margan econamists are one part of a

THE EDITOR

An astute move

Arvind Kajriwal's decision to resign as
chief minkster and his call for an early
Assembly election are astute moves
to gain an uppar hand cver the
Bharatiys Janata Party (BJP). His
assartion that be needs “the
cartificate of (his) honesty" from the
oam aadmi to sitin the CM's chair
bears the stamg of authority and
confidence and appears to be a quest
for firm ancherage in the reugh and

twmble of politics. It shows him as a
leader of a differant stamp, True to his
party's name, Kejriwal is all polsed to
go to “the court of the people”. His
fiwrce opposition to the BIP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi liegely
wxplaing his political troubles. The Aam
Ancmi Party's focus on health care,
schoal education, and supply of
subsidised water and electricity is the
party's strength and the secret of its
popularity amang the impoverished
people. Kejriwal, arguably the maost

finances, including basic accounting
and fiscal planning, as well as tracking
expenditures and making timely
adjustments as needed. Even the World
Bank’s funding of projects to Improve
the states'basle financlal management
ha net made elear how to fix these sys
tems, what has been accomplished, and
how to diffuse the lessons. Cradit mar
kets require transparency, and market
discipline can be difflcult If trans
parency Is poor or absent.

prominent M, calls what he currently
goes through as agni parikshe (trial
by fire) and how he emerges from it
will be a good gauge of the course of
his party's long-tarm prospects,

G David Milkan, Maruthancode

Corporate succession
Blood is thickir than water, but that is
not so in Indian corporates. The
takyani family is sadly neither the first
nor the last to wash its dirty Enen in
public. W have ssen the Birla family

The third puzzle Is how to handle
political economy constralnts. India's
states are too big to fall, so markets
expect that state governments will be
balled out. How else can states be incen
tivised to avodd getting Into fiscal trou
ble? The Centre and several Finance
Comrnbasbons have struggled with ways
of changing incentives, Beyond the
structural challenges of the first two
puzzles, there may need to be a deaper
restructuring to improve management
of public finances, including better
alignment of revenue authority and
expenditure responaibility, especially for
states and citles,

Ta conclude, managing public debt
and deflcits needs the kﬁnln of rules
encapsulated in the [P Morgan pillars,
But how those rules play out when eco
nomicgrowth isa key objective — but is
affected by the quality of government
revenues and expenditures, not just
thelr aggregate balance — also requlres
attention toother aspects of flscal archi
tecture. These are old debates, especlally
at the level of developing countries
when they have been pushed towards
flscal austerity by International finan
clal Institutlons, OF course, global capl
tal has even more of a &y In these mat
ters than these institutions, and fiscal
management I8 always important in
suchaworld, But India's attention tofis

@
more than the five [P Morgan pillars,

saga, Ambani brothars, the
Singhanias, Hindujas, and the Godrej
family — all have done it. The Bajaj
group s the rare enity to plan famiy
succession neatly, Recently, Gautam
Adani, the second richest man In Asla,
has done it for his sons and nephews,
It Is sad that these big families naver
bearn their lessons and in the process,
it is shareholders who suffer the most.
~Bal Gavind, Moida
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Needs more charge
E-DRIVE incentive for EVs falls short

he Prime Minister's E-DRIVE scheme
I (Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative

Vehicle Enhancement), unveiled last week,
marks a significant shift in funds allocation away
from the promotion of private electric vehicles in
favour of e-buses, charging infrastructure and
testing agencies, The real surprise, though, in this
two-year scheme with a budget of 110,900 crore, is
that there is nothing on offer for e-cars.

=

In fact, the incentives for all private
vehicles are lower than under the five-year
"AME 2 (Faster Adoption and
ing of Electric Viehicles)
ch came to a close this April.

Ml be gradually delinked
from demand subsidies. Broadly, there
appear to be two thought processes at work
here: first, it is important to push fuel-run
buses and trucks off the road for the level of
pollution they generate; and second, car
owniers are more troubled by ‘ran,
anxiery' (dista
station) than vy
acceptable, not the second.

As for the reduction in individual buyer
subsidies for e-2Wsunder E-DRIVE, it
appears that the first round of subsidy cuts
in June 2023 has not significantly impacted
their sales. This has led to the government
and market observers to project a rise in
the share of ¢-2Ws from 5 per cent in FY 24
to 7 percent at the end of this fiscal and 10
per cent in FY26. The biggest driver of
e-2W sales seems to be the pump price of
petrol. If battery prices fall with scale, these
vehicles may remain competitive at lower
levels of subsidy. Therefore, a higher
allocation towards e-buses (40 per cent of
the E-DRIVE budget) vis-a-vise-2Ws (25
per cent) cannot be dismissed out of hand.
E-buses can yield gains in terms of
beneficiaries per unit of energy used,
emission reduction and possible
economies of scale in making battery
maodules, The last could drive India’s
production linked incentive for advanced
battery cells.

But the exclusion of cars is mystifying.
Theywere allocated about 6 per cent of the
FAME 2 budget of 11,500 crore. An
allocation of 18 per cent of the E-DRIVE
budget for charging infrastructure, against
10 per centin FAME 2 can be seenas an
indirect expenditure for e-cars, but this is
not enough, When seen against the lenient
mandates drawn up by the Bureau of
ney in June this year for
~cars, there can be no getting away from
the feeling that their exclusion willwork to
the benefit of existing [CE auto majors. The
policy tilt towards 1CE vehicles could also
slow down India’s ambitions of becoming a
1auto hub at a time when EV adoption
1 to increase. These mandates must

: ted, A subsidy for cars in E-DRIVE
must be considered. As for further cleaning
up the sector, charging by day should be
encouraged, since the renewables
component will be higher than at night.
Finally, a clean auto policy remains a work
in progress, with its numerous components
yet to fall into place.

FROM THE VIEWSROOM.

The bun and the cream

sugar, is mixed in the flour before
the batter is baked,

The recipe according o
Food.Com is 4 cups of plain flour,

—
TCA Srinivasa Raghavan

oonafter Coimbatore's

cream bun burst into the 60 grams of butter, /s cup of
news, my friend sugar, L/ cup luk milk, 1
Singh called me to grumb{rnboul cup lukewarm water, 30 grams of
Indsan tax collectors” general compressed yeast, L e yolk and 1
knowledge. They don't knowwhat  teaspoon of water. Then you bake
acream bun is, he sabd, the mixture and voilal you
Brij, a former member of the the real cream bun.
IAS, isalso an carly version of Different countries have

Goagle, S0 | googled cream buns,
And lo! He was right.

different versions of it, But they all
Thave ome thing in common: the

What passes for acream bunin cream is mixed with the flour
Colmbatore and the rest of India Iefore it is baked, not after. That's
isntacreambunatall. Infact,it’s  where the confusion lies,

o bonger made in India, except Sowhen it comes o taxing a
perhaps in some bakeries in poor old bun we have to see the
Kollam, Kerala, The phetures on vilue added to ir,

the website, however, st that Ifit's just crcam that's been

it's more of a brioche: wI:Eh isa applied between two halves of a

bun there's not much value that's
added. 1 not, there's quite alotof
value added. After all, if you

French pastry. I will have togo
there and find out.

Acream bun, unlike what the

vax fellows think, isn"t abunwith ordered the bun and the cream
cream spread between its two separately, would the government
cheeks, still call it a cream bun? Or,as

Mo Sir It's abun inwhich the Orthodox Jews sometimes
cream, along with egg yolk and wonder, is electricity fire?

<D [
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NBFCs will gain from formalisation

BENEFICIAL. In today's digital age, it will allow NBFCs to gam cheaper credit from diverse sources, to innovate responsibly

ASHIMA GOYAL

ndian financial reformsaim fora
deep, stable, commercially viable
financial sector that can safely
and efficiently finance
development with inclusion,
“The liberalisation that started inthe

domestic mu‘hﬂ.fll'ﬂ.:llnwry

- L) o 1
convertibility that svolded domestic
erises andd survived the global financial
erisds (GFC) with minimal impact. But
over-stimulus and pro-cyclical

gulation after the GFC contributed
large bank non-performing assets
{:‘:?M).(Imdh[:mlu\h\"i‘fhlhr
over-regulation that followesd, hurting

“The pandemic was expected o make
thingsworse, Publicsector banks (PSBs)
were seen as fragile. But becauseof
liguidity injections and time-barred
regulatory support that built on
recoveries from banky, reforms,
NPAs improved instead of deteriorating.

Clear Irmm: inadditionvothe earlier

sity and bal “"IIII.

FINANCIAL SECTOR. Has surprised posithvely after the pandemic er

I episode. ILEFS, a large

imp i ." dential n!wmlc}\m-(,ludlnn Lransparent
1k h nq;purl b i g Tidda stretched balance

i good inchucing , i ofa LOLR

better behaviour and reducing al ibated toilliquidity, hcmmlng

fragiliyy.

h«mm?lmlmmlhcmmpfalm lmm
non-bank financial companies (NBFCs)
of over-regulation from these
perspectives,

CONTRIBUTION OF NEFCs
NBFCshaveaspecial roleina

|nl|u|\'v:ntm2mtlm\?wrp1
tightened After it defaulted, k:!lum:m

NBFCs had large short term commercial
paper exposures verydifferent from
2017, Many hold liquidivy inexcess of
regulatory requirements, ralsing their
cost of lending,
Ihqm]:l.orymulnlm[l‘mr
srate governance, loan standards

Aself-regulatory organisation can
oversee o dynamic process of capacity
usibeding, An industry that suffered from
the failure of a member has much to gain
brybuilding in peer monitoring and

industry standards,

THE ROLE OF REGULATORS
While industry: st lanthon
uhmnwllrl'l"u:\?m ur'r::lE:ala
view that long-termbenefits, or
aninwilimw:IMM'
counter-cyclical regulation works,
regulationthat keeps the overall
objective of furthering inchusive
developiment in mind can evolve towards
abetter balance between discipline and
support, Industry that sees the one must
also see theother; loosening must follow
tighteningwhen thereis 3

Sinee regulators intervene at multiple
points,t iﬁ‘-oﬂnbﬂwwninnrunmtr
canbeactively utilised. For example, if
risk-weights are tightened for arcas
wherecreditgrowth s excessive,
aggregate liquidity can be kept nevtral.
Feedback from industry, when
informative and inthe aggregate interest,
can help rationalise and reduice
compliance costs, The tendency to
over-react and generalise from one

must be avobded.

Toillustrate these principles, consider
co-lending, which combines low-cost
Tank fund sources with NBFC
distribartion skills, It should be awin-win
sinoe it buildson natural symengies. It was
actively encouraged by regulatorsasa
wary to lower loancosts and expand

NBFCsfroze. Theywerein, trouble and asset quality [Mnl'll‘.dmpmtrsu mLhmkumﬂm\ owly. With
with the inability to roll over short term lhnlmuaﬂrrhm-'f‘ lack exp and u e gl risk-weights,
eredit nlklfundtlltdlnhn%-wm:lmm. used o dit growth to NBFCs fell from
Banks: ingtol 1 | g g e dwould 347 percentin July 2023 to8.2 percent
theyhad no sccess 1o LOLR factlities, ﬁndi:d'll’lk'ulunonm Bt better inJuly 2024, While interconnectedness
‘Wm:nmn: ﬁpmm\'rn Inu‘ll.nbl\' ‘ulvmlndngunwdlsc osune, accounts, increascs spillover risks it also raises
followed, € Tquidi risk ell'k‘!mq.'.( so-lending is an example of

het neous India, since their prime wase mln!lnaﬂl\' Ihnnﬁrrlhh n.'l\onmlnhm'(,fmlntcrrst thelatter type asit ] comparative
‘h{hmhmhhwmﬂumm = eplsg "P*: Fﬂ::mdnv digi d ,.tmlcabllllymlm mb‘.m
Customer o ‘||I'K!:J\H|‘(.! numhﬁabuut?.mﬂnml will nllnwl\!li npmnmm[rrcmjn expense of efficiency.
mlhnkﬂc\mﬂ thus improving vnrg.:nuulhclﬂi!l ol fr Conflicting messages are going from

fal inclusion, unlike ch rbcml'mlhc:lm:gu respons| anddmrml] Production and the regulator. One message isbanks must
of post GRC: nwrhanlmwlnwnm peulbly n'!lrnlantP'(‘s. s of reliable data s the way forward Timit exposure to NBFCs, But what are
|h¢|\}"m Jwhibeh b 1 has raged e regul oryadvantags MI‘]:NII ﬂllth' |1:.1n1|:uklngﬂxnm[mptm theatwmatl.\w’ lebllllioqm IM

i i i ilith their
[::l):l& N b del e, L hat veill dowell, Adequate {.{wcn(!l!l‘t hrwfrwndly uld!orm
In India also regulation was lighter for ‘mmmuvfulluwllw[nthoﬂlm-(' budfer appropriate ay

NBFCsthan for banks since NBFCs are Tousi I{ﬂam.wlmlmu:lwdm hits risk-taking. P\rnlln]ly c\'rn-mmlltr uul‘ql.n. B i il
Rargely not permitted to rdse deposits renk bank, tl rsity in NBFC ¥ i lissabl

from customers. Statutory liquidity

ratios, etc. ane ot imposed but they also
donot have advantages of banks suchas
access tothe REs liquidity wind,

|r|:m¢:|.'|| services, Those without
srtive parents are exiting wholesale
it going Lntnm.hcrhmmmﬂor

Lenderofast resort (LOLEK) facilities are
provided against the collateral of Gesecs.
The dominant source of liquidiey for
NBFCsisbanks with 40-50 per cent

After 2014, NBFCs' credit creation
boomed, especially inconsumerand real
estate credit, making up for slowing
bank-lending, NBFCs grew to 20 percent
ofbank balance sheets. Some, however,
borrowed short and bent long in 2017
when excess liquidity followed the

H‘Thclﬂl more swarenessof rsks, after
the lessons of the kst decade. In 2021,

based on objective ;ﬂlcﬂmu‘its[utc mting
agencies size bias, Borrowing, as well as
Tending. can be cash-flow based if data

they may reduce ||qlﬂd|l¥|ﬂﬂld|lv, But
morealiematives need to be actively
worked on, suchas re-financing
n'hdnnmawllabﬂlly of ESG finance,

the post-Covid stimulus, only three

Better capital adequacy,
disclosure, accounts,
risk-based lending and
consumer protection are in
NBFCs™ own interest

Benerati l)slcmnnr\'rrliablr D'm'ru'

sourcesof s dit from NABARD, credit
I‘urcmnlplc L‘I'{'l]llbﬂk -ups I'ullawer W:IITII!ITK‘I undulhcl melares to

infornation. The financial sector has surprised
Thus, datal Jandi positivelyafier the pandem) Jikoci

fum’lim:ndnpphlo(hc'lmwclumwm mﬂ!cm]ormtrlluﬂlm\ll!l— also

of NBFCs, T

d.lgﬂal publlc m[mtmdurl'. hclpmtl\

1ﬂm|nx. Bul more l: required machk.“'

g

u ef mar)' for
3

i fonwhile

cnsllrlmdalnpnm)" prevent loan
rushing,

uble growth.
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Grey areas in GST Council recommendations

As regards exemptions, the suggestion that all past transactions be regularised on ‘as is where is basis’ isn't clear

—
Mohan R Lavi

mieeting of :Iw(&T(.wlml afinal

il b

Affiliation services provided by
State/Central educational boards,
educational councils and other similarky
placed bodies to government schools are
exempt | me GST. ht?url M’a—MmI-y

I twas expected that at the S4th

call wor

ransactions that have b«-n d\-lmcd on

wmpanyl‘rumudmd erson or any of

qmtrnh&t
on insurance services. The Council
decided to maintain a stobc silence on
online gaming and decided toforma
Groupof Ministers (GoM) to provide
35T on health and

Ilfr insurance. The GoM is quite large,
with representatives from 13 States. It
i e s if th

L  when
made without consideration attracts no
GST, A film distributor or
sub-distributor acting ona principal
basis toacquire and distribute films
not charge GST. Services that are
incidental, ancillary o integral to the
uunﬂy of transmission and dlulﬂPuliun

witha solution for GST on health and
life insurance in about 50 davs' time,
Since the $3rd meeting of the GST
Council, the phrase “as is where is basis®
has caught the fancy of the Council, The
recommendations made at the S4th
meeting have used this phrase at 1
half'a dosen times, Transport of
[:::cnpcu by helicopters on seat-share
would attracta GST of § per cent,

yhy
o electricity by tra

'r-llu'lr 8,

Adad
ite supply are

n1socncmpl from (151'

OPEN TO INTERPRETATION

For all the above transactions, the

Cot hat all past
transactions be “regularised on‘asis
where is basis™, With ne guidance asto
what this phrase means, taxpayers

-
x(‘ #
3

Section 73 of CGST Act, pertaining to
FYs 201718, 2018-19 and 2019-20, a8
per Section 1 288 of CGST Act.

Tovavail the benefit of waiver, the tax
component has to be paid on of before
March 31, 2025, Taxpayers should brace
for some more circulars and forms.
Buoyed by the success of the e-dnvolcing
mechanism, the GST Council

GST REGIME. Radical changes unliely
inthe near future s

The GST Council m-cmmuu.k-d

fed roll-out of a pilot for B2C
e-invoicing
The Council alsoappointed another
GoM tolook into the issue of
compensation cess — a levy that was
introduced to compensate States for
their loss of GST revenue, When
§

changes in GST rates
range of items from mm!m‘ll& cancer
drugs and car seats. The 53rd meeting
introduced Sectbon 1284 in GST laws —
this Section provided for waiver of

the cess had o sunset date of
June 2022 which has been extended to
March 2026, A few State Governments
such as Karnataka have complained that
they have been ahon-chungcd on the
since what was due

interest and penalty levied i
specificorders. However, interpretation
of the section generated more questions
that selutions. As a follow-up, the 54th
meeting recommended insertion of rube

has notbeen paid.

GST laws areat a phase where one can
only expect atinkering of the existing
provisions. Radical changes such as

Supply of rescarch and development would be hoping that GST officers do 164 in CGST Rulbes, 2017, along with morphing the 18 and 12 per cent rate

srr\dﬂ*slwzguwrnnluncnlllvurn. not interpret this to mean that the certain forms, providing for the into 15 per cent are unlikely at least in
o, v college hon s only prospective resulting w cedure and conditions for svallingol  the near future.

Uldlhcrlnilltulwnuslm: government |ntnﬂla\1l|gtulx‘pahlunn!lpm{ efit of waiver of interest o penalty

of private g would be exempt. Rransi or both, relating to tax demands under Thatwriter i a chartered acoountant
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Small vendors gain But what is really har!l:rwwl\lh.ll roots in nations. What sustaingthisis  not fall within the purview of s
This refers 1o E-  boor il vendars e ] the core bothy couets. The crushes inc rupulwsl;«
has hefped small vendors' technologies in smaller towns as well Constitution. The RG Kar Hospital dhering

(September 16). When e-commerce  For deepsy penetration of ONDEL, cae was taken up suo maty. But Inthe Corvttution

came into the fore, it wars calied the government may have to then the Supreme Court would not R Harayanan

doam’s day for brick-and mortar hanidiold and provide bl wipport st st beyond its constitutional N Ml

Busineyses, especially small vendors. the ground level relevance (o restore normaly, a

But th latter has survived Though 0l Govind Fesponubity which the Execitive Can't fool votars

2031 brick-and-maortar vandods ane bt
asmall sample size for a vast country
ke Inchia, it doss reveal a picture
wihich is ot negative a2 all. if small
Vendors can become.

Delineation of powars
Apropos J..d-:-.uyw:mum the

alone miust own.

I the US, episodes and casualties of

Bunwioknce ar groweng
expanentially, yet the apex court in

part of e-commerce or quick
commarce, then it iskind of a

equation between the two has
rermained benusous ever since liw

" (Septe 16), the

thee LIS dhaes Mot Sevimanise on gun
control laws. it i the remit of the
legislature 1o enact mone

Looking at various scams, money
Raundhering and corruption, the

This ls with reference to ‘Anvind
Keriwal to step down a3 Delhi €M,
cally for early election” (September
16), It is inonic that Kejriwal, who i a
bry-product of the anth-corruption
crusade of Anna Hazare, wars behind
bars for alleged money bundeving
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inked to the Dethi buor poky.

e

Isinaconfused state of
i 8 1 whiom ko Erust and vote
for, Voters are aware that there is
high bevel of corruption in all States
Parties and beaders should realae
that hencelorthihey are ariwerable
0 smarter and younger india that
cannot be focked by empty one-time
maney generating schemes, loan
wakvers, and big hollow speeches.
The Indiaen voter has become smart,
and cannot be taken for granted.
Veena Shanoy
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