Apathy continues

Alrica is not acltirlg mpox vaccines
desp lemicity

he Workd Health Organkzation (WHO) has

declared mpox w be a public health

emergency of internattonal  concern
{PHEIC) for the second time In twe years follow-
ing Its outbreak in the Demaocratie Republic of the
Congo (DRCY and its spread w over a dosen coun-
trbes i Africa, ‘The mulil-country outbreak n B
rope, in 2022, had led toa declaration of a PHEIC,
WHO's announcement comes a day after the Afri-
ca CDE declared the outbreak to be a public
health  emergency of continental  security
(PHECS), also marking the first time i reglonal
and global health emergency has been declared
fioor @ dlisease ourbreak, I this is first such declara-
tiom in Africa of o PHECS since 2017, it is also the
first tme that WHO has declared a PHEIC for a
disease outbreak In Afiica on the very first thme
the emergency committes met o decide on the
matter. Though WHO claimed in August 2004 that
the Ebola outbreak in West Africa was declared a
publle health emergency in the very first meeting
of the emergency committes, an Assockied
Press investigation revealed how WHO resisted
calling it a public health emergency for a few
micmths, In the second Ebola outbreak in Africa
i 201849, WHO declared it a public health emer-
gency only when the emergency commities met
fior the fourth time,

I the 2022 mpox outbreak in the UK, that
spread to over 100 countries, was caused by the
milder clace 2b virus - prl.mnlily affecting men
who have sex with men, with limited cases
among children and adolescents — the current

break kdnwn hy'l new and lethal clacke
1y, spread h 1 and non-sex-
wal contiet, There have been 2,863 confirmied
cases and 517 deaths this vear, primarily in the
DRC. The clade b emerged In the DRC in Septem:
ber 2023, with human-two-human transmission
ongolng since then. In the DRC, around two-
thiirds of infectbons are in children under 15 years,
Vacclnes are again in acute short supply. As
against 10 million doses needed 1o control the
outbreak, just about 0.21 million doses may be
supplied immediately, Even when vaccines were
used v blune transmission in Europe and the .S,
warlier, vaccines were not supplied 1 Alricn dis-
pite mpox being endemic there for years, Cur-
rently, only the DRC and Nigeria have granted
emergency use authorisation for the vaccine, The

Latory huredle can be sid 1iF the com:
pany exprlws interest for WHO's CTETRENCY
use listing, which will allow international agen-
clhes 1o supply the vaccine to all African countries,
Even then, Africa will have to wait 1l the end of
2025 for the 10 million doses.

Regional troubles

Thailaneds rovale-military
establishment thrives on Inaldﬁlit}'

T halland's youngest Prime Minister, 37-

vear-old Pactongtarn Shinawatra, was
elected by the Parliament on Friday after
the constitutional court ousted Srettha Thavisin,
Ms, Pactongtarn 15 the youngest daughter of
former Thai Prime Minister and tycoon Thaksin
Shinawatra, and the fourth member of her family
f0 hold the position. Mr. Thaksin was fin
a coup in 2006, while Ms, Pactongtam'’s uncle
Somchal Wongsawat was dismissed by the constl-
utiodial couirt in 2008, and her aunt Yinghick Shi-
nawatrn was also dismissed, again by the same
court, in 2004, The latest change of Prime Minks:
ter mirrors several such sudden dismissals of the
past that are atgribured o Thailand s conservative
establishment, Mr. Srettha was among more than
a dozen Prime Ministers appolnied since 2001,
Significantly, the court held Mr, Srettha guilty of
ethical violatlons for appointing a Cabinet Minks-
ter who had been convicted for attempting to
bribe o judge overseeing Mr, Thaksin’s cormup-
tion cases more than a decade ago, Mr, Srettha
was himself only elected in 2023, when the refor-
mist Move Forward Party, which won the most
seats kn the elections, was disqualified from form-
ing a government and banned for suggesting
changes to the strict laws governing criticism of
the monarchy. As a result, Ms, Pactonglarn’s
chances of a smooth term In office, and making
radical changes to the system seem bleak. Her
most important task would be o help nudge
Thalland's shiggish economy back into shape
while averting the fate of her predecessors, Glven
her age and lack of experience, she s expected 1o
be guicled mainly by her Baher, who is back after
his exile in the UAE over corruption charges, fol-
lowing a I I ith the
The developments come at a time of instabiliey
in India’s I:]Jhm Ocean neighbourhood to the
east - the ouster of Bangladesh Prime Minsier
Shelkh Hasing has sent the country
of IInCElI-‘Iin:’)’. which the interim govermment
must contend with, The developments follow a
spurt in violence between militant groups and
Myanmar's embattled junta that imperil lndia’s
Imvestments as well as peace along the border
wl.!]\ India’s north-gast. With Sri Lanka also iu;:
i S
Imd's crisis has cast another shadow over plans
10 hold the BIMSTEC summit in Bangkok on Sep-
lumhel 4. Many agreements to be adopted on dig:
ital pay mechanisms, w ancl mar-
illnw cooperation have already been negotiated,
and it ks 10 be hoped that the summit will now not
need to be put off, While Ms. Pactongtam’s elec-
tion maty suggest some stability in the short term,
New Delhi must keep its shock absorbers on, to
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The essence of India’s inflation problem

makes a suggestion which has

implications for inflatlon comtrol, I is
that the price of food be taken out of the inflaton
target that the Reserve Bank of India (RBD is
mandated with. In technical jargon, this would
amount to targeting ‘core’ instead of “headline'
Inflation, which is the practice now, To appreciate
lu!bf the implication of such a move, were it 1o be

1, would require ol two

Ine Economic Survey that preceded this
T year's Unlon Budgel presentation
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food in household expendire is close to 50%.,
This is very high by international siandards. For
instance, in the LS, it is less than 10%,
Generally the food share is taken as a proxy for
the standard of living - and, therefore, of
peverty. A high share of food in a household's
expenditure leaves it vulnerable to a rise in the
price of food, Given this, to ignore changes in the
prrice o food, by adopting an inflation tget
which excludes it, amounts to gnoring what
matters maost 1o a very lage section of the Indian

'npt'ct.s These concern the recent
with inflation sclia and the current policy for
Inflation cont

Food price and inflation trajectory

First, of late, food price inflation has been very
Tigh by historical standards, In June, the
year-onyear increase in the price of food was
close w 10%. Food price inflation has been
elevated since 2009, Note that this is before the
onset of the COVID-IS pancdemic, not 1o mention
thee Ukraine war, implytng that domestic factors
are at work. With food inflation high and food
accounting for a lange part of the consumer price
Inchex, overall inflation has been higher than
wstaal oo,

Now to the second aspect that needs 1o be
wnderstood, Since 2006, by an act of Parliament,
controlling inflation in India has been hived-off 1o
thie RBI, which is expected to control it through
variations in the interest rate, a practice termed
as “Inflathon targeting'. The term conveys i sense
of both capacity and precision, that a cemral
bank can choose the level of inflation, Actually,
this is far from assured. The RBI has missed the
targeted 4% every year in the past five years. In
the United Kingdom, the Bank of England's
record has been patchy too. Finally, in the United
States, where the Federal Reserve aims at 2%
inflation, it shot up 1o over 8% in 2022, Since then
it has plummeted to a level close w the target, In
all these economie: 2 recent rajectory of
Inilition has been undergirded by fuctuations in
the price of food globally,

Twi questions artse when we consider the
suggestion madke in the Economie Survey, First, is
the move to remove the price of food from the
Inflation target justifiable in terms of the goals of
economic policy? Second, ks the RBI likely 1o be
any more successiul in controlling core inflation
thaun it has been in s efforts 1o control headline
inflation? The answer to both the questions Is
e, Inlia i an economy in which the share of
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The rising price
of food lies at
the core of
Ineliar's inflation

L A tuhrﬂml]unﬁi:aﬂm: s given 1o
such i propesil by asserting that food price
fluctuations are ‘transhory’, that s, Increases are
Inevitably followed by a dewnward movement,
Well, this certainly Is not true for the Indian
CCONMMY.

Food price inflation has not been negative in
any of the 13 years since 200112, the base ye,
the current consumer price index. In fact, §

T sabd that “India has a food inflation problem”,
andd the assertion that foodd prices may be ignored
as the spikes are only transitory Is not credible.

Targeting core inflation

This takes us 1o the second lssue — whether the
RBIE cin be expected o be any maore successtul if
It were to confine isell to targeting core indlathon,
This question may be answered quite easily. In
thee past 13 years, the annual average core
Inflation has been within the tangeted 4% in only
e year, that too barely,

This deses not surprise us, for our statlstical
Investigation yiebded two reasons why this mmst
e g0, First, o vise in the REI'S repo rte does not
dampen core inflation as claimed. In Gict,
Increasing it is seen 1o lead toa rise In the
Inflation rite, This s mot withow be logic

production to a greater or lesser extent, changes
In the price of food determine the inflation rate
across an econommy. Monetary policy working via
changes in the Interest rate cannod control
Inflarion as the central bank has no control over
thee price of food.

1 all this is so widely known among discerning
economists, why does economic policy in India
brave to persist with the Icea that inflation can be
ledt vo the central bank? This is because of an
Ideological shift that occurred globally after the
collapse of the Soviet Union, The view that got
Installed was thar production was to be beft to the
market amd inflation alone was to be controlled
by the central bank,

Since 1991, all political parties in India have
been eager to demonstrate that they follow
closedy practices adopted in the West, no matter
that they may be lrrelevint o, worse still,
clamaging, to this country. Leaving food price
Inflation out of the inflation target s one such
practice.

Thee rising price of food lies at the core of Indias
Inflation. The proposal to take the price of food
ot of the official measure of it is no solution to
the ongolng inllathon. For reasons explained here,
I for whatever reason the price of food was to
ke rising, as it has for the last five years, the RBI
will mot be alile to control core inflation either,
The ewrrent inflation in India can only be handled
through supply-side measures that radse the vield
in agriculiure. The challenges are serious, though
not insurmountable for a country thar ended
chronie food shortage over hall a century ago, But
success would require a comprehensive approach

As the higher interest rate chokes-off demand,
which is how it is meant 1o work, firms may well
radse prices o guard their profits, After all, firms
face o double whammy now. Working capltal
costs wouhd have increased and revenues fallen as
aggregate owtpat contracts, We found something
else 1o be the case - that food price inflation is 4
determinant of core inflation, which, agatn, is
omly vo be expected, After all, food prices
determine wages, which are a part of a firm’s
wosts, th other belng materials, So, wages rise as
there is food price inflation.

The finscling that food prices affect core
Inflation renders this measure of it without
operational significance. 1t also leads to a deeper
understanding. As labour enters all lines of

& i production, one that keeps costs in
check so that supply s forthcoming at o steady
price as the population and economy grow.

Taking food inflation out of the inflatdon tange
without any plan for its control would leave India
defenceless against an ever-present threat 1o the
standard of living of its populiation, The
Economic Survey suggests that the adverse
welfare effect of food price inflation may be taken
care of by income transfers o households,
However, if food prices keep risiog frster than the
overall inflation rate, as they are right now, such
transfers would absorh a rising share of the
Budget, leaving bess and Jess for public goods.
This is undesirable. There s no alternative to
controlling the rise in the prices of all goods,
which currertly Is the avowed palicy.

Ensuring social justice in the bureaucracy

urlng his parllamentary address on July
l) 29, 2024, the Leader of the Opposition,

Rabul Gandhi, regretted that there were
0 Scheduled Caste (5C) or Schedubed Tribe (5T)
offbcers among the 20 who assisted In framing
2024 Budget proposals, He said that there was
only one officer from the minorities and another
from the Other Backward Classes (OBC) emegory
Involved in the exercise. His purpose in doing so
wats 1o highlight that those who originally belong
to poor and deprived sections of society do not
hawe s rolie In the framing of a crucial aspect of
Bovernment's econombe policy, He couched his
assertions In colourful poliy

The Union Finance Ministe

Mr. Gandhi’s charge by pointing to the absence of
persans fram these traditionally diprived
backgrounds in the the Rajiv Gandhi Chariable
Trust and the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. A serfous
Issue was converted into politieal tt for wt,

Upper caste domination continues

These political charges and counter-charges
missed the real reason for the absence of SC/ST
officers in the Budget-making exercise. The cause
18 thie continilng domination of the so-called
upper castes at senfor levels of the clivil service,
This was evident from the answer by Minister of
State Jivendra Singh to a parllumentary questhon
on December 15, 2022,

This daily in o report carried the next day,
cquoted Mr, Singh as sying, “Out of a total of 322
officers currently holding the posts of Joint
Secretaries and Secretaries under Central Staffing
Scheme in different Ministries/Departments, 16,
13, 39 and 254 belong to 8C, ST, Other Backward
Classes (OBC) and General category, respectively.”

Mr, Singh further clarified thar the number of
Secretary and Joint Secretary-level officers stood
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The solution lies
in g o fised
e,
Irrespective of
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at 4% and 4.9%, respectively, Clearly, there is an
absence of reserved category officers in sufficient
numbers at polley sugestion levels in the
government. Unless this situation ks remedied,
Rathul Gandhi displaying photographs will only
vemadn empty political gestures, for there is no
reservation for promotions in Class A services,

I weder to increase the representation of SC
and ST officers at the senior-most positions in

dete dep from the

traditional concept of the age of retirement would
be necessary, This writer had advocated a new
approach 1 retirement in an article in these
columns in Seprember 2002, 1F the Leader of the
Opposition Is truly interested in ensuring sockal
Justice in the civil services, he should, at keast,
ponder over the ideas presented in the
subsequent paragraphs,

Eligibility and age factor

General category candidates between the ages of
21 and 32 years are currently eligible to appear for
the civil services examination. They are allowed
sbx attempts in all, SCAST candidares are
permitied 1o take the examination till the age of
37 years and there §s no restrietion on thelr
number of chanees, For OBC candidates, the
upper agze limit ks 35 years and they are allowed
e ittemipts. Thi upper dge linlt for Personis
with Benchimark Disabilities (PwBD) is 42 years,
They have unlimited chances if they are SC/ST
and nine if they are from other categories.

This means that SC/ST and PwBD candidares,
trrespective of how well they perform as civil
servamits, are unable to reach the top becanse
they generally join Lite and retire belore reaching
the tog, They have to retire at lower or middle
levels. This is the obvious implication of Jhendra

| Singh's answer, The fact is that the civil service is

a race in which those whao join at a young age
renain around to reach the top even if thelr

performance is mot as good as those who join
L-'I.‘I. This is simply because of the age factor,
Logically, the governament's focus should be on
the official’s efficiency and competence and not
on when he/she made it 1o the civil services
within the preseribed age limits,

I this proposition is secepaed, it follows that
the present retirement pattern should yield to a
fisceed temure of years for every entrant to the civil
service, irmespective of his age of entry within the
L. rescribwed Hmits. A possible fised tenure could

35 yers,

It s considered that persons shoubd not be
working in their seventies, then the present age
Himits cam bee lowered to ensure that all
candidates would retire by the time they reach
around 67 vears of age. The average age of men
and women ls rising in India. Besides, stringent
medical fness examinations can be conducted
annueally after the age of 62, This age bs being
men thonied because even today, some officers
tenures take them to this age. Indeed, some
persons who are holding responsible positions
oy, after thelr rethrement from government
service, are well into thelr seventies,

Hive a committee

1t is only ifa fixed tenure is prescribed for all
officers, irrespective of their age of entry, that
SC/ST and OBC officers in larger inmbers will il
the senjor-mest positions in government, That
will conribute 1o a dream of Viksit Bharat, with
social justice for all, As a beginning, the Leader of
the Oppositlon should press for an independent
and multi-disciplinary committee with adequate
SC/ST, OBC and PwiD representation o exuming

| this propesal with an open mind,

Independence Day speech
It Is irrelovant how tong”
the Prime Minister speaks
on Independence Day, but
how ‘relevant’ it is for the
people of the country (Page
1, "PM calls for “secular civil
code’ in Independence Day
speech”, August 16), India is
a country of multi religions,
multi languages, multi
reglons and multi customs.
"Unity in Diversity' is the
halimark of its ethos, In
simgle terms, the top leader
should concentrate on the
real development of the
nathon — by uniting the
peaple after fulfilling their
aspirations for an ‘aeche
i, What is needed is a
peacelul co-existence of
peaple with different faiths,
A imea

deal with other surprise crises and ing
chronie instabdlity in the netghbourhood.
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A few months into the endrgising people about speech falled to send out a acceptability. It may also be | crimes and enhance
Rovemment's third term nation buldding on a special | strong message to address an attempt to disarm the commaunity awareness for
after forming a coalition day, choosing the ramparts | the core ssues that haunt Opposition the protection of women.
government, the top leader | of Red Fort for a sharp the aam aadmi. Or. DG, Sankara Rao, Dr. Pawan Kumar,
talking about a *secular civil | political agenda is sad. An august occasion of Witianagaram, Andhra Pradesh Jonakpust, Garya, Bihar
code’ — which Is a Uniform Prabhu Raj R, national importance calls
Civil Code (UCEC) ~ fs not Berngahini for remembering and Crimes against women Sports
what the Prime Minister of a recounting the struggles The recent helnous erime in | Winning six medals and
secular nation shauld be The speech sounded mare and sacrifices of countless West Bengal, of the torture standing 71 in the Paris
doing on Independence like o speech made at an freedom fighters who have and murder of a woman Olympics evoke mixed
Day. Striking a discordant election rally, While his call | laid down their Eives for the | doctor, raises concems fealings, But how can we
note that is akmed at to Implement a ‘secular civil | nation, The fact that the about moral decay In our expect a much better
bringing people of different | code’ is most welcome, the | venue of such an event was | society. In his Independence | perfarmance by india when
religions under a so-called timing and venue have also used to target the Day speech, the Prime sports is not promoted well
one-size-dits-all code 15 a beon The O ition has sullied the Minister has rightly from the schoal lewel?
Nawed idea, leave alone fimalization of this sensitive sanchity of the selemn emphasised the need for Moreaver, job worries and
building a consensus on. It issue should be based on a occasion, strict laws and swilt justice financial stability are the
seems that the leader is broad consensus by way of | 8. Suresh Kumar, to prevent such crimes. Itis | main concems for many.
speaking on behall of the widespread Cosmbatare crucial to create an Amisha Bharti,
ruling party, and under the deliberations/discussions atmosphere of fear by Hamu, Banchi, Jharkhand
Mlusion that the coalition involving all. Although the The: addition of the word Imposing severe penalties Letters amalied 1o
partners are extending Prime Minister is fully “secular’ to the issue of a on perpetrators of crime. letters@thehindu.coin
support to a UCC, Instead of | justified in taking creditfor | common civil code is Every section of saclety must carry the bl pastal
talking about the struggles fubfilling a number of interesting — perhaps to must unite ta voice address and the full name or
In ausr Independence and electoral promises, the gain widler public opposition agalnst these thve name with initials.
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WEST BENGAL

Divided by borders, rivers, and
polarising politics

Sarurelay, August 17, 2004
CHENNAL

‘The demand for a Union Territory in Murshidabad, West Bengal, has put the focus on illegal immigration from Bangladesh. Shiv Sahay Singh visits the district to understand the porous nature

* @

of the border and the geographic difficulty in erecting fences. Meanwhile, the allegation of a demographic chiange in religion swirls. aiding both the BIP and the TMC

gime change, India’s Border Security

Force (B5F} declared a state of high al-
ert along the river Padma, a geographical and
political line between the two countries.

Pushing his bicycle, Mukbul Hagque, 34, cross-
es the border outpost (BOP) at Kakmarichar in
Murshidabad, bevond the line of BSF deploy-
ment. Here, amid a vast web of chars (river is-
lands made of silt) and water bodies, he risks
hours of torrential rain to spread fishing nets in
the Padma, but was not sure if his efforts would
wield a cotch of hilsa. “Usually, the hilsa comes af-
ter July. The best time for a catch is at night, but
many thmes people from Bangladesh get away
with what is caught in our nets,” says Hague.

A pack of jackals runs past the thick vegetation
and a board by the West Bengal Forest Depart-
ment declares that gharials are being bred in the
water. On his return to the border outpost,
Haque hands over a diary to the sentry at the
gate, The sentry records all the items that he is
carrying. To cross the border outpost, Mukbul
carries his Aadhaar card, a diary 1o keep a record
of articles brought back in, and a fisherman's
card issued by the local panchayat, all carefully
wrapped in a plastic pouch in the pocket of his
wet shirt.

A few kilometres from the Kakmarichar bor-
der outpost lies the Bamnabad outpost, where a
group of farmers are hurriedly returning before
dusk. Most of them are carrying cantle fodder
from their fields to their homes. Rabindranath
Mondal, a middleaged farmer carrying cantle
fodder on a buffalo cart, complains they have to
walt in long quences every day to go to the fields
and return from there, “We need permission for
everything. Even to go and urinate in our fields,”
says Charaduddin Molla, another farmer, looking
tired.

hree days before violent protests
T erupted in Bangladesh forcing a re-

The Kakmuarichar border outpost falls under
Sahebnragar gram panchayat of Jalangi block of
Murshidabad district that has a porous border
with Banglacbesh. The gram panchayat stands out
in the State for having a border protection com-
mittee, Over the past few vears, the comminee,
led by a villager, Julfikar Ali, and the local pan-
chayat, has been raising the issue of better man-
agement of the border with authorities at the
State and the Centre. Earlier this vear, hundreds
of villagers from Sahebnagar gram panchayat
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, de-
manding the setting up of an integrated check
post (ICPY at Kakmarichar BOP and a border haat
in the region.

“Hundreds of acres of land of farmers are lo-
cated beyond the BSF deployment. They should
be deployed 150 yards from the zero line as per
the BSF Act, 1986, so that the interest of farmers
can be protected. It is also In natlonal interest
that we don’t keave our land unprotected and un-
guarded,” Al says.

Asenior official of the BSF posted in Murshida-
bad district emphasises that the border between
India and Bangladesh passing through the dis-
trict is not a classic border with fencing on efther
sides and border guards stationed next to the
fence, The riverine nature as well as pressure of
the population on both sides of the border makes
guarding it a challenge.

Large parts of Jalangi block in Murshidabad
are manmed by 146 Battalion of the BSF. OF the 43-
km border manned by the battalion, about 70% is
riverine and the border guarding force has to sur-
wey char land of about 25 sq. km.

A political playground

The office of Sahebnagar gram panchayat is locat-
ed about three kilometres from Kakmarichar
BOP. Mazibur Rahaman Biswas, the pradhan
{head} of the gram panchayat, agrees with Ali
that an 1CP is required because their border out-
post (Kakmarichar) is located midway between
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The char lands beyond the Charbhadea outpast, under 146 Battalion of the BSF, where farmers and fishermen cross the India-Bangladesh border far their ivelihoods. Shev SAHaT SINGH

24 Parganas and the land custom point of Maha-
dipur in Malda in the south.

“There are no jobs here. IFan 1CP and a border
haat is set up, then people can get some work,”
the pradian says. The 43-year-old tech-savvy vil-
lage head says of the 26,000 people in the gram
panchayat, about 4,000 are registered as mi-
grants working in other States.

Both Biswas and Ali recall former Congress
MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury promising a 4-km
bridge over the Padma that would help the ICP at
Kakmarichar when it was set up and rue the fact
that with his defeat, the people of the district
have lost & voice in Parliament, In the midst of
their parleys, a middle-aged man approaches the
pradhan with a bunch of documents. The man
mumbles that he-is there for a “citizen card”. The
pradhar snaps at kim, saying, =1 cannot commit
any illegality”.

Kivers have shaped the geography and politics
of the region, bur now politics is veering towards
the issues of demography and infiltragion.

Ackding fuel to the debate, Nishikant Dubey,
Bharatiya Janata Party MP from Godda in Jhark-
hand, raised a demand on Jully 25 in the Lok Sab-
hathata l.minn Temwry be Fﬂmwd w|rl| Malr.ra
and tabad, the Mushi 1 dis-
tricts of Bihar, and the Santhal Parganas region of
Jharkhand. Two days later, Murshidabad BJP
MLA Gaurl Shankar Ghosh brought out a mily in
the district with hundrecs of BIP workers sup-
porting the idea of a Union Territory.

The rally which went through the heart of
Murshidabad town raised slogans against the Tri-
namool Congress government describing it “anti-
Hindu" and sought actdon against Trinamool
MLA Humayun Kabir for making communally
charged comments. Days later, Ghosh was joined
Iy Baharampur BIP MLA Subrata Maitra who al-
s0 backed the demand of a Union Territory. “We
are doing what people want us to do. There is no
rule of law in Murshidabad and things can only
be controlled if the Centre takes over the admi-
nistration, If Kashmir and Ladakh can be made
Union Territories why not Murshidabad,” says
Ghosh. Surrounded by a posse of security per-
sonnel, the Murshidabad MLA claims that be has
been raising the demand for Union Territory sta-
tus since 2022,

It the recently concluded Lok Sabla poll, the
Trinamool Congress won all the three seats in
Murshidabad (Jangipur, Baharampur, and Mur-
shidabad), but the BJP managed a lead in three
Assembly seats, including Murshidabad, Jangi-
jpur, and Burwan, a change from the party’s 2021
Assembly poll when it had won two Assembly
seats, Ghosh, who had won the Murshidabad As-
sembly seat in 2021 by a slim margin of 2490
votes, says in the 2024 Lok Sabha poll, the BJP
candidate secured a lead of 7,961 votes from the
Assembly segment.

Amid the raging debate about the division of

Avillapes mmsed a river and the Charbhadra barder outpost in West
the integrated check post at Petrapole in North | Bengal's Murshidabad district to work on his field. SHv SAHAr SINGH
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West Bengal, the BJP legislators joined hands
with ﬁmzﬁ::nnl Ieggjﬂalmn Augu’:t“;znd sup-
ported the resolution in the State Assembly op-
posing any division of the State. Both BIP*s Gauri
Shankar Ghosh and Trinamool's Humayun Kabir
were ot seen in the House during the debate.

Communalisation of land

Murshidabad is the only district in West Bengal
where the Muslim population, at 67%, is signifi-
cantly higher than the Hindu population, as per
the last Census in 2001, With massive out-migra-
tion of people for work, it is an economically
poor district of the State; it has one of the highest
numbers of child marriages in West Bengal. The
NFHS-5 points out that 55.4% of women, between
20 and 24 years, are married before 18 years
here,

The demandds of ereating a Union Territory on
the grounds that the region has a high Muslim
population has created further schisms. In the
last week of July when rallies were held in Mur-
shidabad demanding Unlon Territory status,
scores of houses were washed away by the Ganga
in Chachanda gram panchayat of Shamshergan]
Block of the district. Amid the demand for a long:
term solution to the perennial problem of river
erasion, some poh:bca! groups alleged dlst:riml
nation on on ¢
lines. Experts say that engaging in the debate of a
changing demography and illegal immigration
froam across the porous border with Bangladesh
should be looked at in both the historical and ge-
ographical context of the 8

©m the map, Murshidabad district looks like an

serves as the boundary of the district in the east
and the Bhagrirathi or Ganga fed with a feeder ca-
nal from the Farakka barrage flows through the
western side of the district reaching Kolkata, to
flow ivto the Bay of Bengal, “The claims that the
Muslim population is increasing and the Hindus
decreasing does not have much basis and is only
part of the narrative of the BIP,” Molla says.

As two party workers are typing out a docu-
ment expliaining the party’s dismal performance
im the recent Lok Sabha poll, the CPIGV) leader
says while there is no demographic change, the
election was contested on communal lines. “We
were confident Mohammad Salim would win
from Murshidabad. But after comments by TMC's
Humayun Kabir targeting Hindus, the Hindu who
we thougght would vote for us voted for the BJP. A
similar situation happened for Adlir Chowdhury
whiere Muslims did not vote for him,” the CPIM)y
leader claims. Molla says that except the Katra
Masgid riots of 1998 the district has not seen ma-
Jor riots,

Communal flare-ups, however, are not uncom-
mon in Murshidabad, which often makes hea-
dilines for political violence. Shaktipur, a wl-l-'ls'-'
located on the bank of the Bhagira
a commural fare-up during the Ram N.msm l':s-
tival in 2024. On April 17, crude bombs were hur-
Jed on the road outside the howse of Sumanta Ga-
nal in Shaktipur market. Several people were
injured in the incident and a video of the attack
triggered panic,

Ganal, who works as a homoeopathy practi-
tioner and sells ayurvedic products of Patanjali,
has not repaired the window panes of his kitchen

sosceles triangle sharing an ir tonal border
of 125.35 km with
Bangladesh,  of
" which 4235 km s

o lanel and the re-
maining s rive

that were d 1in the attack. "There were at-
tacks twice in the area, particularky on my house
during Ram Novami this year and in June 2022 af-
ter Nupur Sharma’s |former BIP spokesperson|
remarks,” he said.

Sumanta insists that we meet Dayal Mondal,
the local president of the Ram Navami Utsav Ud-
Jjapan Committee, Like other parts of the State,
Ram Navami processtons started in the area in
2016, Sumanta and Dayal say Hindus in the area
have come together after the attack and add that
a petition has been filed in the Caleuna High
Court demanding an investigation by the Nation-

Usually. the hilsacomes  dne padma river
after July. The besttime  flows through the
foracarch is at night, bur — entire eastern
many fimes people from  boundary, separat-
I sh et away ing .\!ursllldahalnd
with what is caught in Ir:::‘ Rajshahi d’:r
our nets Haradadesh

MUKBUL HAQUE Alter crossing a
Fhlrmin, Mmsiclidied stream  emerging

from the Padma at
Charbhadra BOP there are several forwand posts
of the BSF regulating the movement of farmers
whe go out for daily agriculoure work beyond the
BOP. A sentry deploved at a forward post on a
Sunday afternoon says that about 320 farmers
have crossed in the moming and will return in
the evening.

Jute erops stand tall in the felds and thick ve-
getation makes it difficult to see bevond a few
metres on the char, Like all other Bairmers and
fisherman, Gholam Mustafa complains about the
daily checks he faces when he goes to cultivate
his jute crops. Asked if there s nfiltration, the
farmer says, “There are people in the village who
have come from the other side, but that is the go-
vernment’s problem, not mine”. The BSF person-
nel say that they use drones and sometimes hors-
s 10 guard the char lands and are hoping that a
Fenecing along the border will be erected soon. At
Chuirbshadra BOP, the border guarding force have
elaborate maps of the chars and villages located
beyond the BOP: Muslimpara, for instance, has a
population of L0 and is 100% Muslin; Hindup-
ara with a population of 200 has 100% Hindus;
Natunpara with a population of 2,400 has both
Hindus and Muslims.

The office of the Communist Party of India
(Marxisty located in the heart of Baharampur
town almest 30 km from the BOP has an old poli-
fcal map of West Bengal amid photographs of Le-
niny, . Sundarayya, and other communist leaders

ZLamir Molla, the district secretary of the party,

points to the map and explains how the Padma |

2.0

al Agency in the attack on the Ram
Navami procession. “Why can the Chief Minister
not take action against her own panty leaders like
Humayun Kabir who is making remarks against
Hindus?" Dayal says. Along the banks of the river,
outside the sanctum of a small temple, stands &
15-foot clay idol of Lord Ram; his devotees say
they intend to make the Ram Nivami procession
bigger in 2005,

The idea of a Union Territory

Ome of the most well-known scholars from Mur-
shidabad, Shaki Nath Jha, lives on the banks of
the Bhagirathi in Baharampur town of the dis-
trict. The river lirerally flows only a few feet away
from the hibiscus trees of his garden. A leading
expert on the Baul and Fakir traditions of West
Bengal and Bangladesh, the 83-vear-old is prepar-
Ing a statement wivere the Bauls would reject the
iddea of a Union Territory carved out of Malda and
Murshidabad oo religious lines.

According to the academie, for the past several
decades Baul Fakirs, who deny anything bevond
the grasp of five senses and denounce organised
religion, have been targeted by both Hindus and
Muslims in the region. He says recently he had to
call a police station and seek their intervention,
when a group of Muslims tried 1o stop a perfor-
mance of Baul Fakirs in the district.

Jha is fond of quoting one line of Laton Fakir, a
19th century Baul and an icon of Bengali culure,
whose songs reflect the philesophy of Baul Fa-
kirs. “Everyone wonders, ‘What's Lalon's faith?
Lalon says, “I've never ‘seen’ the face of faith
with these eyes of mine!” Lalon was born in
Kushtia imow in Bangladesh) in undivided Nadia
district, just about 100 km from Murshidabad.
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Messengers of natural farming: Farmers thowing the crops grown uting the Pre.Monzoan Dry Sowing (PMDS) model
Regional Praject Coordinatar of RySS, interacting with fammers as they prepare 'Dhvava Jeevammitham] a natural fedtil

fence made with a jute rope along the bund of his ficld at Arugolany sillage. 64 o

Seeding
a greener

€

Egquipped with global recognition, teams of farmers
from Andhra Praclesh, under the auspices of AP
Community-Managed Natural Farming, are set (o visit
Global south countries o upskill their counterparts in
natural Euming techniques, writes 1% Sujatha Varma

c™
K

he rattbed bones one gets from a wobs
bly tractor ride for 2 kilometres on a
marrow mid road on a hot and sweaty

day are worth the pain when the desti-
nation erits a visual trear of lush green fields
in orga layouts.

The palpable shift from the cacophony of city
life In Vijgyawada 1o the serenity of eultivating
crops in harmony with nature in agricultural
fiebds on the owtskins of Tippanagunta village un-
der Bapulapadu mandal of Krishna district in
Anddhra Pradesh seems a welcome change,

“This patch of Land is brought under the P
Monsoon Dry Sowing (PMDS) model with 32 va-
rieties of crops” says Atkurl Dhana Lakshmd,
painting to the farmland she has acquired on
lease, Clad in a pastel pink cotton sari and her
head covered with the Toose end (pallu) of it, the
Ad-year-old tenant farmer from Tipparagunta vl
lages, along with others of her like, is growing
pulses, vegetables and cereals on 2.5 acres of
land,

Showing a bundle of freshly-harvested jeelhsga,
also known as dhaineha (Sesbania aculeata) , a be-
guminois green manure crop that fixes nitrogen
in the soil, placed on the bund ina row of other
crops Hke red gram and cereals, she says it bs only
recently that she stopped using chemical fertliz-
ers, herbicides and insecticides and made the
switeh 1o natural Farming.

e teok some thne for me to get comvinced

|

about na farming but no regrets whatsoey-
or," she says iple bemefits like im-
proved yield, inc income with a minimum

cost of production, elimination of chemical in-
puts and reduced water consumpdion.

Matural farming got an impetus in the State
with the intervention of Rythu Sadhikara Sam-
SE a f;{rml'rs' Em]){l\\‘l.‘rml.’lll coopera-
ementing agency of the Andhra
sh Community-Managed Natural Farming
MNF).

“We encourage farmers to undertake the
PMDS model ms it provides green cover to the
land for all the 365 days of the year. It also im-
proves the soll fertility besides serving the bigger
caise of environment conservation,” says R. Arue
na, the Regional Praject Coordinator of RySS.

APCMNF supports smaltholder farmers o
switch from chemically intensive agriculiure to
natural farming through practices such as using
organie residues and mindmising tillage to im-
prove soil health, re-introducing indigenous
sevdds and diversifying crops including trees,

Launched in 2006 by the Government of And-
hra Pradesh, the agency aims to find a sustaina-
blle solution o farmers” distress caused by the
economic crisis in agriculture and  climare
chinige.

Thee APCMNF | aggressively promoting the
PMDS model, as it emables the farmer o take

o®

We
CHCOurge
farmers o
undertake
the PMIS
kel s it
provides
ErCC cover
1o the land all
thie 365 dy
of the
alsiy
improves the
soll fenitity
besiilies
serving the
igger Ganese
ol
cnvironment
conservation,

R ARUNA
Mgl Prujeet
Coordinator, Ryilia
Sadhibara Sankitha
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ANDHRA PRADESH

hoime three erops In a year, even in rilnfied con:
ditions in semi-arid areas. This is a paradigm shift
since, in normal conditions, farmers in rainfed
situations grow only one crop and leave the land
Tallow for the rest of the vear, This mode of agri-
cultife & based on scientific principles and
comes into play in the non-farming season or
whenever there is no crop cover on the land.

“Additionally, we get iinancial benefits by sell-
g vegetables and grass from the PMDS Belds,
which give us income throughout the vear,” says
Padinag Ragain, another farmer from the village.

In the abutting farm, a group of workers from
West Bengal are seen transplanting paddy see:
llimgs into puchdied and levelled grownd. “Due w
severe shortage of farm labour in the State, own
ers of farmlands rope in migrant workers from
West Hengal and Odisha,” informs Aruna,

At Arugolanu, a neighbouring village, Sobhi-
lam Chalam Prasad has widened his farm bunds
and taken up boundary plantation, a low-cost
technique that has the dual benefits of soll arld
warter conservation and a means for i

t Tippanagunta village of Bapulapadu mandal in Ardhea Pradess
at & liedd in Arugotanu village inder Bapulapadu mandal. (Bottom) A fasmer aranging & temporary

Huihna district. {Betow] Aruna, the

il disturbance to ol and minfmising tillage,

Alter attending a serfes of sessions by a wide
network of ‘internal community resource per-
sons” at the village level, ‘master community re-
source persons’ at the mandal and district levels
and ‘regional project coordinators’ of the thema-
be beads at the State level, the fairmers practising
natural farming techniques now prefer to use on-
Ty g seeds, try and integrate animals in-
to farming and use bostimulants as catalysts (o
rigger soil biology,

Thatti Satvavathi recognised the usefulness
and growing demand for these matural ferti
and growih promoters among farmers in the vil-
Lagge. She therefore opencd a mini Non-Pesticide
Management (NPM) shop where stocks of the
growth promoters stored In large-size drums get
empty within no time,

“Initially, | started preparing them for my per-
sonal use alone. But after seeing the good result
they yvielded, §decided to scale up the production
and sell them to farmers,” she siys, Satvavath
now earns an additional income of anything bet-
ween 13,000 and 15,000 every month.

M Baniigol village, senibor citizens Chalamalka-
settl Anuradha, Chalamalasett) Padmavathi and
Vaddi Seetha Mahalakshmi, all three from the
same family, have groomed a 365-day kitchen
garden using natural farm techniques on a small
plece of land acquired on lease

“Ever since we started this kivehen garden, fa-
milies in the vicinity have stopped buying vegeta-
bles from shops and local vendors. There is high
demand for our farm products,” says Anuradha
with a chuckle.

The trio, which started growing vegetables ina
small way for their own consumption, is almost
Indispensable now for families living around.

Waorld®
APCNE

s largest programme
is recognised as the world's largest agroe

agriculiural Intensification.

“It helps to increase crop vield without ex-
panding farmlands. The border crops of horticul-
ture and vegetables will not only prevent pest at-
tacks on the paddy sown in the field but it
also bring additional income,” explains Chals
Prasad.

Nurturing change agents

A few yards from his farmland is the Arugolanu
High School campus where studems are
groomed as change agents by engaging them in
developing Nutrl Gardens of ATM (Any Time Mo
ney)and ‘Suryamandakam’ models,

A Nutri Garden is a low-cost, scientific model
of a kitchen/homestead garden with a variety of
miitritious viegetables, friits and medicinal plants
produced throughout the year organically to en-
sure the nutritional security of the growers in ru
ral areas,

The Suryamandalam model is one where ve-
gerables and lealy greens are grown on 5 to 10
cents of land using only organic fertilisers.

"The objective is to eradicate malnutrition
and achieve the goal of nutritional self-sulficien-
cy among kids. Each bed of crop has been allo-
cated to students of different classes and this has
triggered a very healthy com o1 AN
them,” K. Naga Malleswari, Additional Krishna
District Project Manager, BySS, says with a smibe.

Farmers are constantly educated on the prep-
aration of natural fertilisers and growth promo:
ters such as Beejamrutham, Dhrava Jeevamruthe
i, Ghana Jeevamrutham, Saptha Dhanyankura
L Dasaparni Kash n
N am and Brat besides the
use of concoctlons prepared using fermented
buttermilk, seed palletisation dcovering the seed
with layers of bio-stimulant, fine clay, ash and
water 1o help the seed stay viable for longer dura-
tion when sown in dry atmospheric situations),
egg aming ackd and chilli garlic solution,

They follow the basic principles of natural
Tarming by keeping the soil covered with crops
sironiiid the year, sowing diverse crops inclisding
trees, keeping the soil covered with crop rest

dues in the absence of Hving plants. causing mini-

cology . currenily reaching over a
m1II|D|! s-malllmld\-r farmers, predominantly wo-
men, across 500,000 hectares in Andhra
Pradesh,

“The success of this programme relies on four
main fctors—delivery through
network of women collectives, farmer-to-farmer
bearning mode via ‘Champion Farmers®, progres-
shoe technology and government ownership,”
says T, Vijay Kumar, Executive Vice-Chalrman of
RySS,
Prior to APCNF, Vijay Kumar served as the
CEO of Andhra Pradesh’s flagship poverty allevia-
thom 1, Sochety for Elimination of Rural
I’ml“l'l)' (SERP), which mobilised 10,5 million ru-
ral women inte credivbased selfhelp groups
(5HGs). Today these collectives serve as the key
pillir for APCMNF, making it a commiinity po-
wered women-bed movement,

Insisting that natwral farming s regenerative
agricuiture that blends sustainable nnovation
with tradition by focusing literally on the regener:
athon of the soil and of the planets ecosystenss,
Vijay Kumar explains that hitherto, eflorts were
e to supply nutrients to the soll externally as

it was believed that plants deplete them from the
soil, “But the reality is that plants feed the soil
anch in returm, they take these nitrlents, avallable
in abundance in the soil,” he says, insisting that
theres no need w add even | gram of urea for the
next thousand years.

“Science tells us this. But, it is hard for people
1o accept this changge, as they want to stick to the
assumpdion that we provide food 1o plants,
says with a wry smile. During the time of M.S,
Swanminathan, popularly known as the Father of
India’s Green Revolution, this concept did not ex:
st and it started only 20-30 years ago, b says.
1 gain new sclentific knowledge, you
shoubd put it into practice. Science keeps chang-
ing and we should keep pace with it. Plants are
sofl engineers, as they increase the soil's porosity.
We at APCMNF have gone deep into this sclence
like nobody else has," he asserts.

Global recognition
The scientific research and the profound impact
it created for the large community of natural
Farmers in the State has brought global recogni:
thor to APCMNE, which was the joint recipient of
the 2024 Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity, a €1
million prize award given by Portugal-based Ca-
louste Gulbenkian Foundation in m-:gnllmn of
contributions 1o clim
tinspire hope and possibility.

Ateam of representatives from APCNT and of-
ficials of the Agriculture Department recetved the
award presented in Lisbon at a function held on
July 12, 2024,

Soil scientist Raman Lal, USA/India and a con-
omeration of NGOs ealled Sekem (Egypt) share
this year's Guibenkian award with India's APCNF.

Champion farmer

Nettem Nogendramma from Ghantapuram vil-
lage in Anantapur disteber of Andhra Pradesh, re-
cofmised as the ‘Champion Farmer ! by the
APCMNF for the pivotal she played in mobilising
SHG members into natwral farming, was part of
the delegation to Lishon, where she shared her
success story in natural farming,

A teatn from RySS visited our village in 2016 1o
explain how women members of SelfHelp-
Groups (SHGs) were now diversifying into natural
farming and supplementing the income of their
spouses. | did not pay heed to in” she recounts,

Subsequently, in 2018, representatives of
APCMNF caught her attention and she decided to
give it a try in an &00 square meters of land,

It i mon take long for me to realise the diffe-
rence natural farming can make, Besides im:
proved crop yiekd, the food produced has higher
nutrition density and offers better health berne-
fits, | observed a marked improvement in the
health of my nin rold anacmic daughter,”
she says with a ghi her eyes.

She sealed up the cultivation area and recebved
increased vield, compared to chemical farming
and at a lower cost and shared the surplus pro-
duce with other SHG me and nelghbours
who were convinoed of the benefits of natural
farming.

In 2019, Nagendramma was appointed as a
trainer to mobilise more farmers o adopt natural
farming aid i 2023, she was elevated to the Mo
diel Master Trainer position and tasked with men-
toring other trainers across the district, Today,
Nagendrammma, along with her husband, practic:
es natural farming on two hectares and eans
more than 50% of the village's average farmer
imearme.

Currently, the APCNF is implementing natural
farming in 4,106 gram panchayvats and 7,746 vil-
lage organisatbons throwgh 2.31 lakh SHGs across
G662 manclils of Andhra Pradesh. The govern:
mient abmns to reach out to all the 8 million farmer
households in Andhra Pradesh in the next 10
years and inspire the programme's replication in
other States oo,

The moded ks already being incubated across 12
States in India. The programme recelves funding
from Central schemes like Rashiriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana, Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana and
Bharativa Prakriti Krishi Padhati. The recently
announced Natbonal Mission of Natural Farming
is also expected to provide funds from this year,

Other donors include KW Bank Germany,

which extended a 80 million ewiro loan o the go-
vernment of Andhra Pradesh for supporting
APCNFS work during 20002027, Azim Premji
Foundation which has been extending fmancial
issistance for programme management and
vechnical support during 200727 and Co-dmpact,
an international donor assisting in systems
change for deepening natural fBirming in Andhra
Pradesh and seeding it outside the State during
20222027, " Delegations from 45 countries have
visited the State 1o see our work, Many nations
are eager to embrace natural farmibng amd we are
equipping our Barmers to spread the seeds of our
success far and wide,” says Vijay Kumar,

Thee first batch of farmers from Andhra Pra-
desh will leave for Zambia this August-end to
share their knowledge and upskill thelr counter-
paris in that couniry, while another group is
headed 1o Indonesia kater this year.
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Alphones will erodetrustin everything

PARMY OLSON

Iphabet Inc's Google is relng o
Anun' 1 products with the moss

advanced arbficial intelligenee
features, ineluding some that will make
you question everything you see and
hear anline, s pew Plyel phones make
It eany to manlpulate photos, adding
people who weren't In the orlginal shot

o moving thelr posltlens. You'll be able
w0 record phone calls, albeit with a dis-
elosure 1o the parson on the ather line,
and get a detalled summary of the con:
verantlon. These cool, If ereepy, fantures
polnt 1o a disconcerting direction that
Al tools are taklrg us in as they got bullt
Inte more phones, The easler [t s 10
manlpulate the content we cipture on
cur devioes, the hirder Il be to trust
whint wi se on them oo

Vor the new Plxel 9 phones, which
go on snle on August 22, Google has
concontrated maost of [t Al prowess —
aborted by the powerlul G4 chip Inside
the phone — on the camera. The Add
Me featuire s billed a6 an alternative to
the awkward angles and poses of the
selfbe. You take a photoof o friend, then
get them to take a photo of you,
Googlie's A stivehes the two so I8 looks

like you were standing together,

1 the nge of social medla, where the
wtatintlenl probabliity of looking at an
unteasched photo bas diminished con-
nbderubly, k't that godng 1o make it aven
hardur 1o determine what's real? Not at
ull, meceording to Google's Rick Osterloh,
whid teok charge of Google's Andrald
plastorm enrbier this year. Inan Interview
with The Wall Streat Journal, he sald
Google wan simply allowing people to
wdlt thels real-lde moments, and "stone
the mamory how they want”™ — no dif-
Ferent thian Photoshop, he sdded,

It b Im fnct, very different. The v
majority of people who take photos with
thadr phones don't pay 823 & month o
usit Adobs Photoshop, But millions of
peaple whe ara likely to buy new Al-
enabled phones  from Apple Inc.,
Sumsung Eleetronios Co, and Google will

e able to manipulate photos with o few
g, Apple’s fortheoming [Phones will
Tiwve a Clean Up tesl 1o remove objects
andd perople from photos, Samsung will
lot you move someone In o photo so lt
loaks ke thiy're fuelng someone ebse.
These fentures ane marketed as con-
vanlences, but they I alvo make wimore
llsely to question the sccuracy and renl-
of photos far mare thin we do now,
I hibs Enterviow, Me Osterlob alvo defend -
wd a1V ad promaeting Google's Al ool
Gmind during the Clymples, in which u
Inthier encourtges hlsyoung daughter o
uie AL to wrlte a lotter 1o an athlete o
tedl her "how Insplring she 18" Google
wani erfticlsed for bolng tone deaf 1o the
real resson parents help thedr Kids wrlte
[an mndly Thee process of expressing grat-
Itade, But according to Osterloh, thix s
Just e tha transition people made from

sending hand-written thank you netes
tor gmmadba, “This s o way o touch more
preople,” he sald,

O course, the Mp slde of connecting
with more people Is that those people
won't know I they 're belng “touched ™ by
o hvmmn belng oz all.

Lintdl now, the price of tech’s ntest
convendences has been money, personal
data and attention. Use Google's services
el your'll be subjeet toan online auction
for your eyebally that shares your per-
sonl dutn = locatlon, browsing history,
videos you've witched and more — with
an arriy of different advertlsing nat-
works for rargeting. Theres less of that
onan Apple devios, bat you're still lkely
spanding howrs scralling on one of the
most acdletive tools in human history IF
you have an IFhone.

T el wie piy Tor toch's whixay fea-
ture seemis subtle and absoraet o fimt,
bt over thme became chlearer as they go
mainstream. People around the world
now spand about six hours o day on

OPINION 9

smartphones. often at the expense of
sleep, kids or more ful (ling sctivitles,
Maore than 70 per cant of compunies in
the US new collect personal data, necard-
Ing 8o Stathsta, and two-thinds of con-
the world fuel tech
pranbes have too much cantrol over those
detalls, according to YoutGov resanrch.
What will the price be For o broodar
rollout o genieeativie Al ool Trust seerms
lligh p there, and mot just of technalogy
companles but Incrensingly of what we
see online, including things that are real.
Whatn Donald Trump clalmed that offi-
chil photos of crowds at Kamala Harrls
rallies were Al generated, the rumour —
which was false — spread 1o milllons on
X and other soclal platforms beeause of
{es phassibillty. Lk it or not. the growing
ublquity of Al phones will force us e
become more wiry of what we kee and
hear—unless we wint manipuliged ver-
slons of reality 1o be the new normal.
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Key questionin Tamil Nadu

PLAIN POLITICS
ADITI PHADNIS

ometime at the end of

August, Tamil Nadu Chilef

Minisger (CM) M K Szalin will
triwvel to tha LS to soliclt invast-
it for the state. He will be away
for nearly three weals, Some sy
this 16 rowtlne and llke other chilef
milnlsters, ho to bs going to rouse
the disnpora. But the lssue of
appointing o man (0 command
whien he by away for an extended
apall could segue Into a chobee of
a succedsor, With less than twe
yenrs to go for the Tamil Nadu
Aasambly elections incheduled for
2026}, the pressure Is obwlous,

All even are on his son
Udhayanidhl, currently minister of
sport in the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhigam (DMK} government,
Othir mibnkstors n the governmaint,
keen to be counted ay the "you

evenitually returned (o the bosom,
I8 aredus 1 show the bonid has
heen comented.  Enrller this
month, at o publie function he
releried to Udhmyinldh a8 depaty
«chief minlster, quickly comected
himself, and suld people could
refer t hin this but ufver "August
197, Mr Muthusumy, also from the
AIADME (though he jolned the
DMK In 2010 when Karunanddhi
wis wtlll wlivie), haw echoed thee
vlew that it shoukl be Mr
Udhayanidhl. But Mr Nehru has
b b tankeens seelounly, Hie has been
i fve-term  member of the
Leginlative Assembly elected from
Trichy and hos never wandored
from thas DMK though he has had
hin shicre of differencen with Mr
Stulin, whom he consldered w
lohiniy come lately it the o me.

He wan 0 moderately successiul
Kaolbywossd star whio brwnelhind out
Into running a fGlm productlon
company, Red Glints, and ook
the plunge Inte elactoral polities
I thae 2000 Assemibly podls, He wis

wlected  from  the Chepauk-
Tiruvalliken!  contituency  n
Chenn

k.
Mr Stalln, however, seems w
hove his own doubts about his
won'n enpacity for graviies snd
acceprability, He has sald more
than once that Udhayunidhi s
‘mot vt rendy” for the Job, while
mcknowledging that the demand
Tor by wlu\mtiull In the parcy “his
rhuen', M

Respect thy neighbour

Bangladesh is justthe latest example of disquietin India’s
neighbourhood. We need to junk victimhood, domestic
politics, and excessive religiosity to show renewed respect

to our neighbours

i

Bring
ourhiond,

he dramatle events in
Trhu focus back 1o Indins nedghbou

nnd thae WIS Tt
A with It T vk 0 clesper ook st what's limme-
ehlivte, we meed 10 begln b quartee-centiry igo,
whatn Atal Bihad Vajpayee made his blg move
with Pukiszan by taking the bus ride to Lahore,
o e ehoose yous frlends, e sabd, but you can't
choose your nedghbours, It followed that improy-
Ing thes with tham wias Imperativie,

In 2008, Manmohan Singh ook it s step for-
i with hils call of "nelgbourtood st In 2004,
Nurenwin Mod| also put his stamp on (@ with his
chnractorkstic style, lnvitding all tho lesders of the

Jud subeonilneng 10| njg-An, Hedol-
Rowied el up with viskts o the nelghbouns, often
marked by a mood of rewngent euphorls and in
o case, with an extraordinary sense of drama,

This bs when he surprised all
by breaklng & journey n Luhare
o preet then-prime mielster
Nawax Sharlf on hls grand-
davghter's wodding,

There wis hope now, 1
Inchln's Finit leacler with a misority
In 25 years wnl showing such

Karunanldhi hnd Inductad Stalin
Imta the Cabdnet only when Stalin
wikh 1 ks S04, wnd then as deputy
lM In 2008, when he was 55,

That he wan part of a
formed In the DMK after the Lok
Sabha electlons to recommaend
axpansion strategles for the party
suggests that hos ol been for
gotten and forglven., But clearly,
his diosn’t want to miki thi samo
mistake In |udgement when It
comes to Udhayanidhl, He oo
sl party cudres wers keen to s
Udhwywnidhl as deputy chiel min-
Iszer and If that happens “we will
e hippy”, adding that the CM
wis frse o appolnt “anyone o8
deputy chiel minkster™,

ks charinal” veioes,
are saylng Udbayaiidhi should b
made deputy chief minister. This
Inchudes R 8 Rajakannappan,
higher education and hackward
classen wellare minlster, and §
Musthuswmy, minkser for housing
and urban development, The katest
o kel s volce to the cumpoign b
Munlelpal Adminls nton Mindser
KM Nehn.

Mr Rapakannappan, who left
the DMK 12 joln the AIADME and

il hl. He
shot Into mitlenal fume through
hin remarks on Sanatana Dharma,
which, he suld, wis slngularky
responslble for parpetuating the
st Aysterm and that e equated
with Infectious disenses that
noeded to be eradieated, not just
trewted., Hoowas houbed up by th
Mocdras High Court as well a5 the
Supreme Court for this but he
rofused 1o recant and Is fghting
court caves all over the country.

reba-
Honwhips In Illu mdnn uF M
noversgn natlons with multiple
civides and tectonde lults, soime
catised by icdectogy, all depend

atthehelm by Blstory, and some Cold War- - SHERHAR GUPTA
ud'mt party till ha died In 2008, i dmﬂe.:mlul‘.lnp thamm, then
So AR s et to b L lew m::nd wnchan
then whot The bets nreon 86-year- aned huildlnl:lp.euww them,

ol Duralmusrugnn, curnently witer

resources minister with clearly

niothing to worry about: Becouse

ervien mf it agge, Bk Bakr d et black,

J..l|[LI‘ In August, he will complate
i MLA: He

uncler wiy, ilnw dmn hin ncoreshoot look?
Bangaclesh b 0 the blggest crisla For 15 yoam
o, bk lindd been Inclin's closess ally. The phvat
o secane northeast for Inedln s locuted In Dk

Im Katpadi constituensy In 1971,
wis elected from the swme conseit-
weney eight thmes and represented
Ranipet constitucsey twice, There
are few bn thie party who can chil-
lenge his senslority or his kyudiy.
But  don't  wrlte  off
Udhiyanldbl, His senlem might
think he needs to mature as a
leader. But even lenders from alli-
ance partners ke the Congress
bellievie e will ba o nntuirad chol

clully ns nobody lenows whire the centra of
grivity bs s My,
Paklstan, meanwhile, has seen dramstie
chinnges, with [ts now regime almest fully break-
5,

NATIONAL INTEREST

[l Trom the "sottle” e
border, Ideally on the bosis of “never mind
Inclin's Il ereses”,

s this dramate turnaround for the worse
-mlldv Tk’ file? O bs Inddla o victim? How
wehen it s suchn
bnane force? IL- wross domestic product [hi:l'?
toduy I8 four times thae of the rest of the reglon
et together. Ite popelation three tmes, and
bl power multiphe times.
It people have also earned for thelr repulidic
thint unfepue quadity i this nelghbourhood: A

ikt avery -

i It ko what passes for prime-tme debates on
st Hindl TV chonnaly, Somebody even sudd:
“Mudzzi e ghaone tek diye” (Mudz his gone
down en hin knees), We can toss it as o joke but
Maldivians won't. A country with about half o
miblHon people and $7-blllen GIP has one bles-
Ing in the sume measune ms o dsing behemoth
Lk Inctin: Soverclgnty. Ultimutaly, South Bleck
had these rweets deleed, Too lute,

Pu: yoursell in the chappats of u nelghbour

wih'n watehibng thin discourse from Indie All
they hearabout Inddan policies bs “muscular, mis-
eulnr, muscular”, Muscularty bs great, bug what
about thoss other attdbutes Cerebral. cultural,
sclentifie, ntollectuad? One with the humblivy
bea tencher to the regon, as Swaml Vivekanandn
Imagined in his Chicago addross,

Are our acsdermie Institutions good enough
to attract the handreds of thousands of students
From our nelghbaoum who go overseas for edu-
:?llwi‘fhum winnt thairi? What about i deluge

Ll
fltdan has tloen § P Iy
and creditly, Junk that Iliuunf\'kllmhuud

s In mong thee mowt unstablie nedghbour-
haadi n the world, Mokt nelghboun wre highly
populous, with crowdad cltles,
youthful demographics, and
Tuwe tnated clomoersey — unllke
messy reghons In Afrlca, The
comblnation of o large, young,
asplrational pepulation, with &
Easte for demacrey, means that

M, cultural perform-
unces and movies instend of hyper-natlonodise
miedia lonulis?

Mm\wﬁe rupu'pumr‘n n.vord tells you, solt
puwu
Does Incln have think tanks wo house dosens of
scholam fram (e selghbouring countrles, invite
them to conferences, run Its own track-2 pro-
cesson? I darr't as 1 Indin doom't know this, That's
why we buy power from Nepal and Bhutan but
export to Bangadesh, These ane vital cconomic

public apinl
In the Immedlate context.
Ihnl'ﬁ what Shiedkh Haslnn and

Mk el st Forget Adnnl,
Thwe other sice of thie coln I the overploying of
tha Hindu card, The Prime Minister s visits to

Frler n
I!nnﬂludnh These are not
nations  where o dictator,
however powerful, can go
galnin public opdnion. Eachisn
mueh more imperfect demoersey thin ours, B
nond lua perfact liter, Inall of these

Nepal aned | h b tormple visies as high-
lghts, The larger reality, however, s that abong
onif longgist borclers, we fice large Maslim malar-
Iedes. Thy Jook ot s askance when we ask them
to tneas thelr minositien falely. It na case of diss-
trously  “perfect®  tming tha just when
b on tha bedl und our diplomacy s

conntries, one must deal with the egime, and

pubille oplnlon.
That publble eplnlon s 1 sover-

engaged in damage contred, Assam last Thunday
presented s fimse CAA eltizenship to o Hindu
Froim

elgnty. If Inckln In seen as hectoring, 1@ catines o
dreadful renctbon. We've seen this In Nepal,
Maldives, 5l Lunka and Bangladesh. Tha 2005
bleckade bs un awfl scis.

Thae fact ke, South Block ls mindful of this and
oty oorrect in whit i says. Bur, whot Bs sadd in

Ingaftf $in nfter thi A
I i ared K.nlhmlr.

e

st 0y beved whese

It altersd i natinal it dncorparite strate-

gically Important Indian territeries, thiough

which ran 1t tor Kablish-M

As ly with eomps prickly

nmludlnlilm. Ilw mup nthu god wnanimeus
In Mpal

lor successor in a party where suc-
cesalon battles have turned into
extended soap oporas, Alwiys
Interesting, DMK politics s going
o got even maore ahiorbing in the
iy 1o cone,

Sl Lanka had Its own version of o "colour”
or “muldan” revedution following an econamle
mehdawn, an well as the Chinese acquliithon of
s prime port ot Hambantota, The elee of
Mohamed Mulza in Maddbves onan "Ind o Our”
CarmpilEn v i imore reoent sory, Bhuatan s under

th e i Friamcly ves the gy
wihich 1 almost sl our news TV chanmels, n!an
clally in Hindi — |s tracked closely. This ls exac-
erbitisd expanentlally by ultmnntionaliss soclal
mwdla hazdles,

Tt put ourt thneads of revlslonist, often non-

For lve yau now, especlally since the war
I Ul lernd me bz, Ikl has been takking wp mul-
tipolariey, strategle autonamy and muld-align-
rnent. Grood [desy, but these are available o our
nelghbours as well, espectally with the Chinese
shadow, much bigger than ours, They can all
L‘ﬂw China aguinst us an wee might play (however
nshiully and clumaily) the US sgalnst China,
The subcontinent Is nat our strategle prosers,
Evan the mighty Amertcans have fulled 1o sub-
e Cub, just noxt door, und Vaneads, which
Isn't far nway,
T

fnctunl history of with

il thedr terrltories, Somie rm‘:mmu:x! sending
b the Arrny to Bangladesh, open the borders for
Hindus [thore's 14 milllon of them), and create an
eickiva in Rangpir,

On the doy External Affals Minkter S
Jalshankar ended his visit o Maldives mostly 1o
mrdlmrlmubhni wtbers, the canid that Mali

“handded” over 28 islandds to Indila spread. i

anstruct of Indin's nelgh-
bourhiood mtlry athll nmJl b be whae Vajpayee
Singh wnd
Mod! unﬂrgiscd 1t% fust that we need o junk
domuesthe polities and excesstve religlosity, wI\IIn
i
h.lmmnmnnlunurucuﬂﬂmum 4

By ypveciod arrsmgemerst wit b ThePring

Higher, faster, stronger, weirder Brand deals for Olympians?

EYE CULTURE

HANIKA DATTA

afore am extra 100 gm teagl-
by dinqualifieed Ier, Vinesh
Phogut macle history by i

ballet or modern danee.
Compativors in designer out s
i by make-up covort with
hoops, tibibons, balls ind ropes. 1t
grans fowateh, forsane Yot each
restithne benvien you with the lngaring
susplcion that any I\Id;(mc:an .

hecoming the fmst 10l
wrestler to defeat the Japanese Yin
Susikd, the numiber Eseed who lid
been wnbeatan for the past 82
mtches, Moo to the polne, Fhogat

ConE

wate flt, One pudge whowas asked
about the basti onwhich
shatebonrding I scored admited
thiat judging is "an Impossible task"
because [t entalls “sllocating a hird
niLimber o sormet hlnp.lhnlll
completely sublective”,

T hmmplunminumlldappl.yln
" Introduced at the

nuh]unlw ssesstEnts onthe
westhotlcsof the performance, with

Vel Cymplea: Beeak dancing (or
breakdng), the spelibinding Africin-

compated Ina blue fbt
that has been on the Olymiple calen-
it slmce iew modern edithon bn 1B%.

Sineear lenst the 1980s, the list of
spartlngdisclplines Inchided under
thae ruksrie of the Olymples ilus

gt " h
& | il s iy Harliem. « uhene
HHCOTE.
l'l\‘l:luwlllls}'mnmnlned vm:nbulnr}' e:wl:ulinll masicality
Awlimming el al the A Lhiit s the ciian, how
LA G, Lovely towatch, butean | about awarding Michnel Jacksona

it be culled sport? Evidently, the

Clymple Comml Injes

Lrown
Fromrhythmie ;:'rmnul lcs, which
e ks debut in the 1984 summaer
amen I Los Angeles, one of thi Few
warmen-only events, o suring,

posthiuimous honorury gold?
Aslewan, the ovent uttracted th

wrong kind of nttentlon, withan

Inl1r.|l1cvrlnnhn1 Illntmchlcidn

min’ nt Paris,
blncnl.nn!\ngrln:m rowter of

ffbant sparts lay dosmunt untll the

synchronised
trammpoline and skatebonrding and,
finally, breakdancing, the new
lymple mottocould as woll be
Fuster, Higher, Stronger, Wedrder,
whiere subectivity tremps
ohjoctivity atthe jucdges' table.

Liet's sturt with ehythimle
eyrnnastbes, which wis introduced
I the 1984 Oy mpdes af Los Angeles,
Anchistines from artisthe gymmasties,
which has been o discipline o1 the
games sinee 1896 and involves
chndlenging routines on different
types of apparatus, iythmic

mmmzuuueumun

A whogaes by
stage name of Raygun scorlng
preciuely were podnts for perfanming
" kangaroo dince”, a routine that
hes d Lt P tha

n[llmﬂt}mpkn‘ Sydney
Introduction el Trampoline
Cymnastics Mshoatof routings

dynnm!r\mrkl of breakd ancing

that clrcus artistes perform off the
sulery netol thelr trapese nct,
Trondcally, but wholly In keeplng

< tha event
Inuanlileely :u Find o place in the 2006
Gimes In Los Angeles.

Whien LA mnmunttrhwril

with Chinas o,

b fvie new

this new spor hasbeen.
by thie People’s Republic.

By the time the Covid-delayed
TokyoGumes cume round In 2021
two maote tlvibes made

mkﬂlbuhunﬂwll.‘unllhnll ﬂnu
focat bl o less viokens virlation of
Amorlcan Foothll), lncrosse. sipish

thedr debut nsOlymple disciplines,
O wiss surlng anc the other was

o b st of
specified danceexercises done
within g time Hmie de i diffeul s
diwtingulsh from the rigounsof fac:

of
nutrfing thist was sl to have been
Invented by CollTornla surfers as o
uubwtinite for when the sen wives

il Hgured before®)
aned, bost of all from Indli's polnt of
view, T20 crickit. Glven Al s, it
Aty b bn'von the rostee. e
cortainly has i stronges clalim than
breakdancing, skateboarding o
synchromsed swimming,

YES, BUT...
SANDEEP GOYAL

arller this week, Coci-
Gola mgned Parks
Qlymples madals winner

Monu Bhaker for ELS crore for a
one-year endorsement deal for
Thums Up, So far, Bhaker had
Just one endorsemant deal —
with Performax, estensibly at £25
lakh, According to 105, her han-
dbiers, thiy hwve received avier 40
encuirles and are likely 1w soon
close at least half-a-dosn
endorsements on bahalf of the
double bronze medallist. Good
for her|

Neeraf Chopra full short of
gold ot Purin this time. But his
ol nt Terkye thiree years ago ld
opened the endomsement Nood
gates for the javelin champlon —
JEW, Nolse, HPCL, Eversudy,
Via, Under Armour, Tommy
Hilfiger, Omega, Tata AlA ... all
aqueed tp roslgn hilm en, In fact,
Yios Bunk anil Sumsung ran cum-
|mlgm L support him and wish
i well just ahead of the Paris

games, Neara) Chopra has been
really lucky 10 emcash his
Olymplon achievements, The
sliver may net further enhance
or embelllsh Chopra's personal
v fosr niowy, but tha threwor by
likely to remaln In actlve
demand with markiters,

‘Who alse Is likely to gain from
the recent Clymplc outing?
Sarabjot Slngh, Swapnll Kusale,
s Aman Sehrawat oll brought
home bronze medals, ws did the
mien's hockey team, with Captaln
Hurmanpreet Siogh and goulie
PR Srecjesh standling out. And
then there wiw the vallant
Lakalvyn Sen who made It to the
tudminton seml-Nnaln but fell
short of a medal. Vinesh Ph
poor glrl, lost a possible by
0 mere 100 grams. Plus there s
thi longg lst of fowrh place Gin-
Ishers: Arjun Babuta, Ankita
Bhakat, Dhira) Bommoadevara,
Mahestwarl Chauhan, Anant
et Singh Murukn and Mirabal
Chunw, All of thiem would surely
e looking at monetiaing thelr
Obymple endeovours = medal of
no medal,

‘Which really belngs me to my
hypothesls an Olympdce wlnners
and  thelr  marketability 1o
brands. Historlcally, the track
record of Olymple medallints
malking it big with brands hus
been ar best tepld o poor.
Abhinay Bindes, desplee his 2008
ol af Bedfing, did not get a sin-
e brund nmbssadorship, Over
the yeurs, Individual Olymple

medillists Karnam Malleswir,
Rajywvardhan Singh Rathore,
Vijender Singh. Muary Kom,
Salehi Mallk, Loviing Borgohain
and others never really goe
brands Interested In them
despite thelr Olymple glory,
Leander Paes, Sudnn Nehwal and
PV SIndhi — all bronge winners
in differunt editlons ol’ the

and relternte on the howrding
that the brand was being
endored by an Olymple cham-
o, Similar ssuff has happened
in the past with PV Sindho and
recenely even with Shubman Gill
= nit all consumers actunlby reg-
agnise the kes of Neer Chopra
— anudd that Is thie truth.
Recognition and recull wre tha

Games — hiwd professlonal vis
Ibdliy thot mnr II('ynmJ the
Olymples, 8o we won't Include
them in the lst. But amongse
Olymple vicoor, the only med-
alllst who attracted brandi wis
boser Mary Kom — she endomsecd
as many is 25 brands during her
professional Innlngs ranging
from BSNL, Nestle Every Doy,
HerbaLife Mutrition to Pumn and
Vodafone. Having a bleple shog
o liier hlped balld the wurs ancd
Tamiklarley, With that one excepr
tlon, the brand endorsement
neore ed Olympluns has been by-
and-large very poot,

The Inevitable gquestion s
wiv? ‘To answoer that question, |t
woilld be best to look at o recent
hoarding put up by batterles
brand Eveready featuring Neera|
Chopra. Bealdes the usial cre-
atlves and a blg plcture of the
brnnd wmbassador, the hoarding
also carried the full slgnature of
Noern) Chopra, Bt b not ditfieuls
0 guest why, Resgarch must
Tuve told the cllent thar o vase
mujority of thelr consumer
audlence did not recognise

essentlal of famae,
hamece the bastes for any celobrity
endomement, Most  Olymple
mednllists sctunlly fall that basic
brust essentinl test isell. There I8
i bnck ol unlvoraal mcognltion for
mest of them, Unlike cricket,
whilch s beamed on television
for almost 250 days a year, and
hence makes the cricketen
Tl Har to auctiences, Olymplans
hardly get a (ew hours of
“lamos” alrtlme, and then a
nmattering of plctures In the
narwspapor the next day, For the
ot part, thiy wre tnknowi anod
Invisible o consumers and
beands, Thedr fume too s Neeting
and ephenerul,

Thee sad truth |s that desplte
thir herodes and thelr superhu-
man Olymplan achlevements,
moat Puiks medalllss will moit
Vikaly full o get uny deals of con-
sequence with brands, P Rk
Sreejesh could be one of the
lucky ones to get some brand
endofements back home In
Karala, but for most othom thirne
b little or no real hope,

Chopral Hence, th need to stat

Thesriter
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Afghanistan’s struggle
atter the US withdrawal 25

As Afghanistan observes the third anniversary of the contentious US withdrawal, the country
continues to face upheaval, struggling with a severe humanitarian crisis under "Taliban

THE DOUBLE-EDGED
SWORD OF ARROGANCE

Arrogance can lead to both greatness and
self-destruction. The key lies in mastering it

xperts from the Unlted Nations
have issued a statement regarding
the situatlon in Afghanistan,
commemarating three years since
the United States |l|\l{‘ll\ allies'
shameless and disgraceful withdrawal,
betraying the Adghan people. Based on his.
torleal patterns, this represents yet anoth-
er instance of a natlon belng abandoned,
leaving it peaple in a dire state while the
US and its proxies maintain indirect con-
trial. The irony i steiking: the very graup
once branded ay tervorists by the West s
now, paradoxically, expected o govern,
despite having been considered freedom
lighters not long ago. The UN experts
express grve concern over ongoing human
vights vielatbons under the Taliban regime,
highlighting systemie discrimination, seg-
regation, and severe marginalisation of
women and gir
As we confront three years of thin precar
T mtatus qu, it is evident that isolation
lam i inndequate, The international com-
munity must seck effective engagement
strategies to address the complex realities
In Afghanistan, moving beyond mere
diplomatic or punitive measures. 1o this
context, it s cruclal to resssess Alghanistan’s
historieal trajectory, where the lund has been
used as an instrement by powerful actoes,
often at the expenne of one of the most
vibrant and resillent human communities,

AV VALLURI

ur mythology (particularly This Ramayana and The Mahabharata)

I8 brimming with several well-stocked llustrations in respect of

chiaraciers plagued with hubris, huriling them down fo their neme-
sis. Wi are aware of the concelted Ravana and the unbridled ambitions
of Duryodhani, An angry and armegant mind gets blumed and smudges
the vision of an Individual. Consequently, he behaves In a groundless
manner, which has calamitous and baleful consequences for the per-
s0n and thoge in his companionship, i It pogsible o associbe with such
Individuals who are prone to fillbusienng and arrogance?
The answer s an emphatic NO since then is no dislogue, only & mong-
logue or @ harangue by the self-concelted person. This drains our ener
0y levels, o stuation we would like to clrourmvent (o save ourseives and
our rminds. The human mind assumas unnatural patterns and behaves
I vedatie marnner. A volcano of anger and arogance erupls unexpect-
ey, Such individuats an writable prisonars of their image, which i con-
ceited and agotst Mike Tyson, who esmad apithats like irn Mike, the
Baddest Man on the Planet and Kid Dynamie outside tha Ring, was con-
wr::dlea of rajae wnd consuming marjuina and suffered from bipolir dis-
order,
Hee hies hal several bris hes with the law. Tyson stronghy fs4 that he was
slgmatised by American soclety and that US soclely has not baen con-
sirucied on the principles of jstics, but on rape, grme, stavery, and injus-
tice, He marned thrice, besides vanous dalliznces and philandening He
underwent reformation, He was proselytised and sought reduge in'Altal.

bickground and the rise und fall of - Afghinistan but was ousted In ed, fachliated Taraki and Amibns rlse

In the rrath of the ernber 2001 Alghanistar’s communist regime 1978 by leftist leaders Noor o power Taraki's government,
attacks, the world bore o heavy costas the [roim D97H to 1989, The commundst - Mohammad  Tarakl, Babrak  which came to power in April 1978,

Karmal, and Hattzullah Amin, fol
lowing the assassination of Mir
Akbar Khyber, Tarakd's presidency
and Amin's prime mi tahip
attempted signif t woclal
relorms, but their rapid Implemen
tation in a eulturally reslatant socl
ety led to widespread protests
The pelitical struggle culminited in
a coup by Amin, who ousted
Turaki, later reparted s dykng of an
“unsbrsrwn illnoess” but st |Ii‘rm'.||\'d by
wunrds, Key figures in pre-Tallban
Afghan  politics  Included
Mohammad  Zahir  Shah,
Mohammad Dawood Khan, Mir
Akbar Khyber, Noor Mohammad
Tarakl, amnd Hafizullah
Amin Mohammad Zahir Shah,
king af Afghanistin fram 1933 16
1973, oversaw slgnificant wocial
reformn and modernsation effort,
Educated in Kabul and Prance,
Zahir Shah retwrned 1o Alghanistan
at e 19 and ook on virdous roles
within the monarchy, By the early
19k, b wins i respected ruler who
embraced democratic principles
and established o new parliament,
warking 1o modernise Afghanistan
andd fmpresve lving standards. Many
nostalgle linages of pre-Tallban
Alghandstun reflect the successes of
his ac ministration,

In 1973, while Zahir Shah was in
Ttaly for eye surgery, his cousln
Mobimmuad Dawood Khan over
threw the government and eatab-
lished a new vegime. Zahir Shah
spent decades |ll¥| aly, during which

wis seen 08 @ new dawn but soon
becume mired in violence and dis
cond, The administration's failure o
address the needs of Afghan
refugees and internal dissent bed to
widesprend dissatlsfaction, Tarakls
efforts o imphement rapid social
reforms, almed at expediting the
vevalitlon, only livtensifed internal
strife and fuelled extremist appo-
sltion, further destabilising the
country.dn August 1978, Noor
Pohammad Tarakd, nddressing the
growing Idamlc protest maove-
ment, remarked: "From the
mament our party assumed power,
capitalist and reactionary forces
have sought to undermine us using
veliglon ax a weapon agalnat our
progressive uTm[ﬂ. This tactle 1s
ciufedated and flawed. Thiese forces,
driven by imperialistic agendas, alm
Lo averthrow our government,
believing they can succeed swiftly.
But we are nesilient, and their con-
spiracien are merely remnanty of
fuiled efforts against progressive
ent
reflects the he
[aced, which he seruggled o addres
effectively.
Internal steife within his party,
purticularly with Haftzullah Amin,
compounded his challenge ki,
whi once pralsed Amin's ambition,
soon diveovered Amin's dangerous
Intentions. Despite Taruks's beliel
thit Sewiet suppart would saleguurd
his power, his political naivety and
disregard for social realities crear

Unilted States’ ‘war on terror led o the
deathy of over a million unarmed civilians
I Irag, AMghanistan, and Pakistan, osten

sy in pursult of justice for the three thou

samd lost lives, This tragic toll exposes the
brutal reality of US foreign policy, which
relies on organised vielence agalnst per

cedved threats 1o lix dominance, highlight

Ing the need for a slgnificant realigniment
The disgraceful withdrawal from
Adghankstan, marked by the abandonment
of billions of dollars worth of weapons,
exemplifies the catastrophic fullure of this
Al appr wch,

Idealogy, as practised under Stalin,
avolved bntor s Form of tribel fewdal
Ism, which some n Afghanistan
found more appesling than
Western market economies.
This alignment facilitated political
power for thowe who exploited
socllis for thelr ends, hstrating
T poditical idealogles can be dis-
torted 1o serve specilic interests,
ultimately leading 1o their down
fallThe intraduction of commu-
niwm inte Afghanistan profoundly
Impacted it social structure,
arecent UNICEF report reveals Afghanistun, a fragmented region
the wevere mental health crisiy afflicting Wlhl diverse II'IhH groups and o
Afghan children, with over 24 per cent sul DURING THE mountalnous tervaln, was ill-sui-
fering from anxlety—ten % the global ed for o unitary political ystem,
average—and 15 per cent battling depres- GOLO WAH. THE Federallsm might have been more
son, underscoring the profound peycholog US. IN ITS ZEA elfective, but this reallty was often
feal trawma inflicted by the ongoing con ' | L overl woked, ImuIInEl 1 ool "li
Mict. Western civilisation often positions TO COUNTEH vielence that the Taliban would
ibweld s the pinnacke of human development, Inheritn the 20th century,
a hwbris that has led o immense destruc SOVIET  reformist movements emerged,
ton, The US's quest for global dominance bringing comrmunist ideologies 1o
sowed the seeds of terrorism; groups now |NFLUENCE, Afghanistan,  Abdulrabman
lubelled as terrorists, nuch as the Afghan Mahmudi, an early communist
Mujahideen, were Inltially supparted by the ALLIED W|TH :lrul\-, founded the newspaper
US through covert operations like AMY FOHCE ida'-yi-Khalg (Voice of the
AGAINST THE
USSR,
TURNING A
BLIND EYE TO
HUMAN RIGHTS
AND LEGAL

Hex gonverted the raw energy of anger and arogance in the baxing ring
whire hee wag sdremely successiul, Tha mythological figures mensionad
farier, who wers victims of anger and arogance, bore brulsed egos resus-
Infg from birdsed fealings and emations, alongsice a deep sense of hurt
and resentment. Ravana (usted after Sita and feil slightad that s sls-

ter Surp: wis cold-shouldered and disfigured by Laksh
his Iife Karna baore the cross of being caled a shudra, his many flents,
hillties wding. Duryodhana d parpetuntty infan-
i, given fo jvends betaviour.
Besides, he was under the delusion hat the powers that be of Hastinapur
would have never agreed 1o his sccession after his father Dhritarashira
abdicated the throne, The feelings of hurt, playing a victim, |ealousy, and
Injury, et metamarphosed In such personalities into deep-seated vex-
aflon and anger, leading lo false bravado and arrogance,
The anger and arrogance get vitiated into negative thoughts, leading 1o
self-destruation undes the strain of self-deusion However strange it may
appear, thery is a fip side at the end of the spectrum, whene individu-
i have deployed emaotions of anger and aragance ta becorme achiew-
s *Anyhody can become angry-that ks easy, but to be angry with the
it person and to the right degree and at the right Sme and for the dght
purpose and in the Aght wiy-that is not wihin everybody's power and
15 ok pasy,” wrobe Aristote.
Wh does not miss the swagger of Yivian Richards, and the ferocily of
the pace of Dannis Lilee and Thomson? Several politicians, industrial-
{8ts, writers, artists, kings and monerche could channdlise this energy
ol anger and arragance to become highly victorious and taumphan."To
bie o tennls champlon, you must be infedbie, you must be stubboen,
you mriusd be arrogant, and you must be selllsh and self-absorbed. Kind

Orperation Cychone, with el Intelligence People) and the Hezb-e Khalg
aledbrig kn what became one of the most cosi- (People's Puriy) in the late 19408,
ly U aperations. Durting the Cald War, the Although Imprisoned and loter
LS, In ts 2eal 1o counter Soviet influence, dybng in 1963, Mahimudi's legacy
allied with any lorce against the USSR, i continued through his family uatl
Ing a blind eve to human rights and legal the 19708, eventually evolving into
narms. While seeking to replicate the o Maolst movement, Prominent
Soviet Union's Vietnam misstep, the Us leftists like Mir Muhammad
supported the Muojahideen in Alghanistan Siddique Farhan and Noor
vin Pukistan. In 1987, Presdent Reagan Miuthammad Taraki also played
praived Mujahideen's progress and significant roles, with Taraki

ol unnel vision almost,” says Chiis Evert, Therefore, arrogance is & dow- promised ongoing support for a free NO HMS becoming a key communist leader  Adghanistan’s pr snElcmn towards  ed a fertile ground for extremin
ble-edged sword. Often it subsumes the personalities to self-destruc- — Afghanistan after returning from India dl.‘mm'lw_\i{ wan undane, Dawood’s — groups surtured by Pakistan, This
tion as they lack the power of sall-discrimination and sell ! Yeet, subsequent US actions revealed suark The Afghan monarchy, led by reglme, followed by the leaderhip — eventually led io Aminh rise and the

of Noar Mahamimad Tarakd and
Hafizullah Amin, marked a shift
towards Cold War-era conflicts,
The assassination of Mir Akbar
Khyber, whise killer remalng debat

Maoharmimad Zahie Shahi, wis over
thrown in a coup by his cousin
General Mohammad Dawood
Khan on July 17, 1973, Dawood
wstablished the Republic of

hypoctisy dnd & readiness 1o use rithless
tactics for palitical advantage, The Alghan
crinls offers crucinl Insights into ghlhﬂ]
power dynamics. Undertanding the Soviet
Invasdon requires recognising its complex

Sovied Intervention, To be conthined
{The writer i a foirralial and
author, Views expressed are
personial)

thus becoming victims of guit &nd persscubion cormplex.
(The writer s the CEO of Clitvattisgart East Ralbway Lid. and
Chisatffsgar East West Rattway Lid, Hae fs a facully of the Arf of
Lining; wiews are persona)

Brutality against female doctors raises questions on safety in govt hospitals

The brutal assault on a resident doctor in Kolkata has sent shockwaves across the nation raising questions about systemic negligence

1 1973, Aruna Shanbaug, o [PORR-FrIELE FepOSE, suppests
I tht this was net only an act of

sl violence but also one of

Shanbraug wis o grim precur ]

wecurity stuff—are Magged but
s 1o today's epldemic of vio

seldom wddressed, These fail
wren have made docton, espe-

medical professton are espe
clally vulnerable—mnot only 1o
sl wssault bl also to instio

crithcked authoritles for Giling
10 ensure & secure warkplace
far women. Such failures are

25-year-old nurie al

Mumbals KEM Hospital,

wan brutally assaulved —raped
uml\lr.ml]rkxl. with o metal dog
chinin—wisich left her in a veg
etative state for the next 43
yeurs, Five decades later, his
towry has pepested isell with the
hierbfle rape and murder of o
Ayenr-old resident doctor al
Nnrk.nl-n'; RO Kar Medical
Callege. Both crimes ocourred
within haspital premises,
underscoring the vulmserabili
ty of femule medical staff in
|i||||r\.‘uuﬂ|y seclre envison
ments, The question ix
Iinevitable: has the state failed
these women—and sochety—
et iggaln?

The recent murder of the
Kolkata doctor has sparked
outrage across the nation
Protests by junlar doctors have

o
FAHUL KAMBLE
disrupted medical service
they demand justice and
action. While a "civic volun
teer” was arrested, there i
wrowlng susplcion that more
individuals were lnvalved in
this gruesome erime. What's
particulardy alarming v that
the assallant may have been a
|u1m|ul visitor o the hospleal,
ralsing the lkelibood that he
Tuael prior iteractions with the
victim, The nature of her
injuries, a8 revealed by the

an

intense personal vengeance,
Crimen of thes brutality —eipe-
clally those involving rape
are not lsolated incidents in
India In 2022, the Natbonal
Crime Records  Bureau
(NCRE) reported an iverage of
0 rapes per cay, However,
wuthorities acknowledge that
the actual number could be
much higher, as many rpes go
unreported due 1o societal
taboos, Unofficial estimates
suggest that over 100 rﬂ{w
occur datly In India, with a
stagpering 80% of them clus
ufn'h as brutal, Desplie the
shocklng frequency of such
wltacks, soclety dmr the state
Tuave failedd 10 adddress. the ool
causes effectively.

The 1973 case of Aruna

lence agalnst women. Afler
being raped and leit for dead
by o ward by, she remained in
@ coma for 43 years, lovingly
cared for by her colleagues.
Her assallant, however, served
iy ever yeans b fall, Aruras
cose remained in the medis
spotlight for decades, yer no
sweeping reforms were made
o imprrove the safety of female
miechical stall, Hospltads lke RG
Kar Medical College continue
o dack basic securlty progocaly,
leaving wamen m{nrmb!r 0]
helnous wcts of violence.
Despite the public outcry that
Tolbowed Arunah case, and the
more recent profests In
Wollata, st stite-run hespl
taly have not implemented
adequate safety measures,
The lssue of relying on “civic

volunteers” inatead of trained
securbty personnel has long
been a problem In govern

mment-run hespitals, These val

unieers are oiten paid meager
wages and supplement thels
Income through unofticial
means, Many “.m: political
affillations, which give them a
degree of immunity from dis

clplinary action.
Yeur after year, I
hospital safety h s mal

functioning CCTY camera,
ooyl wreas, wnd inadegquate

e related 1o

cially women, increasingly
wilnerable to attacks. The hor

rific gang rape of a young
woman in Evelhi in 2012 led 1o
promises of reforms, yet most
ol these remali ifullilled
The MNirkshaya Fund, creted In
the aftermath of that tragedy
to improve women's salety,
rernalng largely u mlﬂullllm{.
Between 2003 and 2022, less
than half of its allocation was
spent. The gap between Inten
thon and outcome remalng
wihde, and women continue 1o
piy the price for this failure

The Implementation of the
Sexuil Harmssment of Wamen
at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition, and Redressal)
Act of 2003 has been halb:
hearted at best, Wormen In the

idation amd violence from
putlents, hospital stall, col
eaguies, and even senior facul
ty, I many government hos
pltals, securlty s virtually non-
exisbent In certalin wections,
leaving fermule stafl, including
doctars and nurses, ot the
mercy of anyone who wishes
theern harm
There is & pressing need for the
governiment to regulate secu
ity protocals in sedical Losti
tutions scross the country,
Promives on paper are [ns

flclent; action must lollow,
Hosphials must {nvest in sale
lodgang for feruile dascon, ind
legisharion provecting doctor
frenm viedence muwe be passed
without delay. The Supreme
Court of Indba, in May 2023,

not just sdministrative over
sights—they are o direct threat
10 the lives of women in the
medical profession,
The case In Kaolkata, where the
city Ironlcally ranked ax the
sabest in India i 2024 accord
Ing o NCRI duta, exposes g
troubling disconnect between
official statistics and the grim
reality on the ground. The
teagic deaths of women like
Aruna Shanbaug and the
young doctor in Kolkats serve
an stark reminders that much
remalna to be done to protect
women in Indi, Thelr storkes
shiould nest just be a cauise for
temgsarary ouatrage bue o call to
action for systemic chunge
(The author & a freclance
writer, views are prersonal)
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PAPER WITH PASSION

PM roots for women safety

PM calls for strictest punishment for crimes against women
amidst protests over rape and murder of resident doctor

rape and murder of a young resident doctor, a crime that has left the entire nation

Thn streets of Kolkata have erupted in widespread protests following the heinous

in shock and sorrow, Prime Minister Marendra Mod, has expressed his firm
stance on the issue, calling for the strictest possible punishment for those Involved
In crimes against woman. The victim, a 28-year-old resident doctor at a prominent
Kolkata hospital, was found murdered under gruesome clrcumstances aftar being
raped. The brutal crime has triggered widespread anger, as doctors, students, and
activists have taken to the streets to demand swift and severe action against the per-
petrators. Placards reading “Justice for our sister® and “Stop violence against wormen”
are being carried by hundreds of protesters across the city, while candlelight vigils
continue to spread across the nation. The medical community, in particular, has
axpressed its Iur}r. with many health professionals going on strike, calling for stronger

course of thelr duties.

protection and justice for female healthcare work-
ers, who often face threats and harassment in the

Prime Ministar Narendra Modi, In response to the
national outrage, has unequivocally condemned the
horrific crime. In his address to the nation on
Independence Day, he emphasised the government’s
commitment to ensuring the safety of women In the
country. Modi reiterated his stanca that thare must
be zaro tlerance for crimes agalnst women, and par-
patrators should face the mast stringant punishment
under the law. But it is not that we do not have strict
laws for crime against women but the problem is

their execution. The new amendments to criminal laws have additional featuras to
expadite such cases. The new provisions Includa the death penalty for rape, video
recording of crima scenes, and a witness protection program, etc. all of which could
prove o halp resolve such cases. However, only time will reveal how effectively these
measures will ba implemented on the ground and the guilty punished speedily. Women's
safety has been a recurring concern in India, and incidents like this continue to raise
quastions about the effectiveness of existing laws and prevantive measures. The Prima
Minister's call for the strictest punishiment has been widely welcomad, but it remains
to ba saen how these wards will transiate into concrate legal reforms. However, hav-
ing laws is ona thing and reforming the society is quite anather. The attitude of soci-
aty towards women must change. Most cases go unreported as the victims ara offen-
blamed by sociaty; quastions like ‘why were you thera?', ‘what wera you wearing?'
and so on are posed to her to hold her responsible. The process becomes punish-
ment and the victim has to live with the stigma for the rest of her life. The nation
now awaits justice— not just for ona young doctor, but for all tha woman who have

suffered In silence.
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"Terrorism resurges

amid shifts in strategy

SUDHIF HINDWAN

With militants shifting their focus to Jammu and adopting more aggressive
strategies, concerns over national sec:ur:tyr are once again at the forefront

he recent terrorist
attack on  Arm
Capeain Deepak Singh,
tragically killed a (r.w
before India's 78th
Independence Dy, it be con-
demned unequivocally. This act
o wiobence, abong with the discov-
ery that at least three terrorists
were hiding in the Doda districe
of Jammu and Kashmir {J&IK),
underscores the persistence of
militant activities in the n
Unfortunately, this incident is ot
an isolated one but a continuation
of the long-standing saga of ter-
vorism in |&K. Recent attacks in
Jurmarmu inclicate  significant shifi
in terrorist activities due to gev-
eral fuctors,
Firstly, terrorists want to send a
message that despite the abroga-
tiom of Article 370 and the cen-
tral government's commendable
efforts, the situation in J8K
remaing unstable. Secondly,
Jumimus vast forest areas provide
an fdeal base for militants (o
Liunch giierrlla attacks and evade
security forces. Thirdly, the
improved law and order situation
in Kashmir has led 1o o shift in
insurgent focus toward fammo,
Lastly, while terorism in the
region had been suppressed fora
time, it has not been eradicated,
and militants wre now re-emerg-
ing, with increased vigor.

JEK has long been a target of

Insurgents, Over the years,
numeraus terrorist attacks in
areas like Sopore, Budgam, and
Dooru Shahbad have rised seri-
ous coneermns for security agen-
cies, What ks particulurly alarm-
ing about the recent upsurge s the
shift in strategy. Terrorists are no
|1Jrl|Ptr just targeting the military
und police but are also attacking
civilians, indicating their des-
peration to gain attention.
Additionally, there has been no
respite between these attacks, as
militants seem rebentless in their
mission of destruction. Unlike in
the past, Jammu has now become
the epicenter of this terror
onslaught due 1o its proximity
the border. Religlon has once
again resurfaced as o significant
mativating factor for terrorists,

Ihe primary goal of these terror-
bt in to destabiline the reglon and
create i wulierable atmeosphere,
The invalvement of a neighbor-
ing country with s hidden agen-

How to make disaster
relief truly effective

While people across the nation have come together to help, challenge
remains in ensuring that assistance truly reaches those in need

he jury s still out on
Tv.hclhcl the recent
landslides in Wayanad

is a tesult of human callous-
nEss Or nature's swn way-
wardness, Two weeks after
the deluge, there is sl no
confirmed count of lives
lost, Survivors and search
teims are continuing to sift
through the debris to find
remains of those swept away.
With everything lost, scores
are staring at the challenge of
finding soime meaiis to take
lifie fevrward, Monscaon dises-
o't evoke tender sentiments
of love and romance any
longer, It now denotes death
and destruction, 1t shows
how hapless man is before
fiute and it also bears testimo-
oy 1o husiman vesilience in the
face of catastraphe,

Like it happened once in
2018, when the whole
ofKerala stoad up and held
hands to rescue and rebuild
those caught in the Aoods,
people came together in the
wltermnath of the recent land-
slides tow, Helping hands
were extended from far and
wide and reliefl materials
dispatched a1t short notice.
And fromhordes of donors
came loads of unwanted

to perishables that cannot be
used optimally,

A socinl medin post showed
volunteers grappling with
heaps of material that reflect-
ed collective compassion
and magnanimity, g‘ul also

underlined the difficulty of

harnessing people's largesse
effectively.

An appeal was made to the
public o avold sending veg-
etables and bread, and
chiefly elothes, and instead
dispatch other essentials. It
wils misconstrued by o seg-
ment of people andit sent
wrong signals thar the hun-
dreds who had taken shelter
in relief camps did not need
help anymore as much of it
wilk |nngnuhlng in the col-
cenires. Nothing

truth,
Whether in the tragic
instances of natural calami-
Ir or in war-ravaged parts of
the warld where people have
had to flee and seek refuge
in makeshift camps, there i
a colossal need for human
kindness and generosity. But
we oftenmake mistakes In
the way we express und
extend this willingness 1o
help and save people from
aftermaths of misfortunes,
Thee fiest thing that comes to
our comman mind when we
talk of aid is heaps of clothes
that we dump in collection
centres,
Although the amoumt of
second-hand wear that peo-
ple dispose in the name of
charity has decreased with
awarencss campaigns, there
still is o huge dearth of
information and knowledge
regarding the kind of assis-
tance peaple in relief camps
need - be it after o natural
calamity or in strife-ridden
communitics.
There is also scepticism with
rd to monetary help:
triust is lacking and not many
believe that the funds are
allocated rightly and to the
needy because there are no

#
]

ASHA IYER KUMAR

wrail. That a lot of cash
siphoned off §s the pu |I.
perception, Given this, how
oo good-nutured people who
are willing to lend a Eclping
land to the afflicted make a
contribution? What iv a
trusted channel? It is hard 10
say with certainty, but the
only cholce we have is to
trust the people who take u
such L‘IIJCH\-":I.II'\ ar be p X
of valunteer groups that ni-
tlates such action.

It is indeed o shame that
sorme dovious minds take
udu.mlalin af this apportuni-
ty 1o mike u quick huLk and

da cannot be ruled out. For
many militants, termorism pro-
wvides o livelibood, with indi-
viduals willing to sacrifice
their lives for monetary com-
pensation, Ajmal Kasab, the
infamous terrorist invalved in
the 2008 Mumbai attacks, is
o stich example of sameone
misled into committing
heinous acts in exchange for
money,

Despite efforts by the central
povernment to address the
tssue through dislogues with
Palkistan and engoaging with
weprratiss, inaurgent actvities
continue unabated,
Policymakers must recognlze
that termrism directly impacts
the nation’s well-being. Anti-
terrorism policies must be
flexible and responsive to
changing threats, utitizing the
latest recommendations anc
technologies to ensure securi-

ty.
“Tiday's terrorists are fur more

organized and professional
than thase from a decade ago,
Although new securlty mea-
stires have been implemented,
the threat remaing unpre-
dictable. The region's geogra-

phvy provides an ideal F‘:N. fior
guerrilla. activities, and the
militants have become more
sophisticated in thele strategles,
acquiring advanced weapons
from across the border. Their
use of automatic wru.pnn!.
Fltmdrﬁ. and low-intensity
honbs demonstrites meticu-

lowis planning and executbon,

This modern breed of terror-

ista no longer hides in the

THE ULTIMATE GOAL
OF TERRORISM 1S

shadows, They openly attack,
targeting finuncial hubs and
other vital locations, as seen in
recent global terror incidents,
Terrorists exploit advance-
ments in transportation and
wqulnr_\-'mclpnnd their net-
works, Sulchde squads, in par-
theuilar, have shocked the secu-
rity apparatus with their bold-
ness and brutality, Terrorists
meticulously plan their atacks,
aiming o inspire fear and
manipulate the public 1o
achieve their objectives,

In his farmous work, "W
Men Hebel,” Ted Robert Gurr
argues that people driven by

avernmental  changes
hhmugh fear, There is an
urgent need for preventive
meisures to address the griev-
ancen fueling terrorism,
Improved security Kurstegics,
lqu.\n understanding of the
social wnd cultural factors dri-
ving people Lo Insurgency.

Effective counter-terrarism
edforts require not just govern-
mient action but also commu-
nity involvensent, Citizens can
play a critical rale in improv-
ing security by cooperating
with lnw enlorcement agencies.
Beyond strict anti-terrorism
Inws. programs aimed at

Interse toward a
ail often resort to vielence,

PSYCHOLOGICAL. fais is evident in modern ter-
rorism, where militants see
SEEE(RTRDO:tigg thelr acts as justified sacrifices
for o canse, William Hennery
BEHAVIOR AND also noted that some political-
ly motivated acts of terrorism
are so deeply rooted in com-
BRING ABOUT : ¥

mitment that no sanctions

SOCIETAL OR  can deter them.
International experts like
GOVERNMENTAL  professor Yonah Alexander
have analyzed the evalation of
CHANGES terrorism. Modern terrarists
THROUGH  differ from their predecessors
In thedr use of technology and
FEAR  {ucrics, Small, sophisticated

groups now employ increas-
Inghy violent methods 1o cre-
ate a prychological impact,
aiming to instill fear in the
public and force governments
1o react.

I'he ultimate goal of termodsm
s psychological, not practical
Terrorists sock to alter behay-

oot and bring about societal or

g the root causes of
teerorlsn, sucha penverty and
lacle of education, are essential.
Several nations have taken
uteps o combat state-spon-
sared termrism, including coo-
namile sanctions, bt consen-
sty remaing elusive at both the
national and international lev-
elu, The nexus between drug
srnuggling and tervorism fur-
ther tmur‘]lcnws matters. To
address this, judiciil proce-
diires mist be streamilined to
ensure speedy trials for those
invntw'd} in drug trafficking
] termorism. India, in partic-
ular, can learn vaduable lessons
from the counter-terrarism
edforts of other nations, such
as the United States, which has
effectively prevented major
terrorist attacks since 9/11.
(The author, a rectpient of the
Bharat Gayrav award, is a
prrafessor anmd expert on
strategic affairs views are
personall
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TUNGABHADRA DAM BREACHED
Madam — ‘Tungabhadru dam crest gate
his swept away in the water after its
chain link snapped. The anclent name
of the river Tungabhadra was Pampa. In
the epic Ramayana also, this river was
called by name Pampa.  Construction
of the dam started in 1949 and complet-
ed in 1953 iy said to be irrigating 12 lakh
acres of land, v is more than 70 years
simce the dam was dedicated 1o the
muthon, The fall of 19th crest gate has led
o the release of over 1 lak
water into the river. By the time the new
Fulc i fixed, much more water will be
ost to the river. It Is said that the water
level has to be brought down to 60 cmtft
for installing new gate,

This incident must open the eyes of all
the riparian states to inspect the dams
which have been bullt decades ago, It
pores without sa In# that like any other
national assel, the dams have also their
own life, Damy always face water pres-
wure and it would be too high during the
rainy season when the rivers carry
unprecedented quantity of water. Any
lusity shown in a:r proper i maintenance
of dams reduces the life of dams, It 1s
said that the crest gate swept away dur-
ing midnight.

doing wre
not unhc.m] of But at the
end of the day, it is one per-
son's misery meeting anoth-
©F PEFSON'S magnanimity,
Creating safe and guaranteed
r]mnm:;: af help and support
will mike more peaple come
forward to restore the lives of
thase affected. The onus of
winning public trust through
transparency lics with com-
munity leaders, pol
and philanthropists,
the kindliest thoughts nnd
action can go to waste if they
ure not done with discretion.
(The author is a Dubai-
based columnistand writing

I it hap d during day time, there
would have been the possibility of peo-
ple and animals falling victims to the
sudden gushing of water. Former Chiel
Minister Busavaraj Bommai has blamed
the state government for lgnoring the
recommendations of the dam commit-
tee that came from centre. I it is true
that the state government has not taken
seriously the recommendations of the
commitiee, the state government must
wccept the blame,

KY Seethuramaiah| Sengaluru

DISAPPOINTING VERDIC

Madam— It is both sad und disappoint-
ing that the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CASh has dismissed Vinesh
J‘fmg.nl s appeul to be declared a joint sil-

cusecs of

-24) prsaiits a postive fets dnd 1 15 wal-
comit. Inia hars mirched ahead farm & scrap
il to th Joved of thi iy, Right from tia day
i cenintry ot frenidom a kil of comenitted affarts
bt beart put i by SUGCEsEvS gvammings.
Thare is nes scaps for any indsiual or o partic-

Tﬁn ndlbarial, 'Happy indnpendarnos day’ (15
8

ool b achina them wilh il aincarty anrl
nastonutiat spidk. The crucial task bafon the coun

try is niot owreng & space stition but pmiﬂlm}
urmployrmant to tha adusatid youth who i ling:
{1y far job, proviing i viable Ivshood far the
81,35 crom pour who are depanding an fres
ratians, provido sasy nocoss b the poor avail qual-
Ity clucation and hialthcars. If thase tasks ane
attentind b the rest of the divelcomiants wil kap-
et i thair avn

Thu dienlopmunt we are brying bo ghority naw is
crivating billiorabres an oan hand and forcing the
oo s and the meddla class sacions 1o kep
o tightnnirg Brair balts. Continuig this trond car-
i B poterial of Linding Ha counry In a socal
iind aconarmio crisis. On fis day we should also
takn plockgo to improve th country's rnking in
plobal inchimas fike hungar indio:, makuirgon, troo-

i party X
clay in &y to idonsty the Important basks and

rories. After winning three bouts against
top athletes from Ukraine, Japan, and
Cuba, Phogat's welght increased slight-
ly after taking refreshments to recaver.
Diesprite hier efforts to reduce her weight
through exercise and even trimming her
hair, she missed the Hmit by just 100
grams,

According 10 Rule 11 of the United
World Wrestling (U'WW ), athletes must
weigh in daily, and failure to meet the
wieight results in disqualification and for-
fedture of previous wins, This rule,
however, contradicts the Olympic
Chariter, which encourages the support
of women athletes (Bylaws 2.4 and
2100 and promotes their health and
well-being (Bylaw 2.18), The back-to-
back scheduling of houts, without ade-
quate recovery time, led to Phogars
|7|1)"|I&&l exhaustion, violating these
pnm.lp es,

11 the UWW rule were consistent with
the Olympic Charter, her disqualifica-
ton would not have occurred. Phogat's
plea to be recognlzed as a joini nﬁvnr

am of exp o,
A G Rajmohan | Avantapur

performance and the fact that her dis-
qualification was o result of an unfair
rule.

Gopalaswamy ] [Cherai

RESPECT THE NATIONAL FLAR
Madam — On August 15, all Indians
celebrate by singing patriotic songs,
posting quotations on social media, and
staging emotio nal plays to instill patri-
otism in young minds.
However, the enthusiosm often wanes
the next day. Selling Nags made of paper
and plastic, only to have them treated
disrespeceiully, is wrong, This disre-
spect miust cease, Our focis should shift
tas the country's needs beyond just one-
duy celebrations and songs, Though an
Individual can't change the entire system,
collective efforts can, After so many sac-
rifices by our great leaders, we must
question if we're truly an independent
nation or only in name

Md Imadaullah | Muzaffarpur
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Horror at the workplace

The brutal incident in Kolkata exposes a lack of faith in
institutions, stemming from inefficiency and complicity

HE FACT THAT it took a brutal rape and murder of a young
trainee doctor at Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College to touse pub-
licanger shows how inured we are as a nation to gender-based
violence. if the 2012 Nirbhaya case unmasked the horroron the
street, last weeld's incident in Kolkata exposed the lack of safety forwomen
at the workplace. Several cases over the years that have caught media
iom and outraged peopleto d 1justice have tumed into bigger
tragedies because of alack of swift action, cover-ups, and shielding of the
accused by the police and local administrations. So, the first and most
urgenit step on the part of the West Bengal povernmeit and the police is
to fix a broken lawand order machinery. Tt smof the hospital on
Wednesday night by a mob has added insult to injfury as peaceful pro-
testers, largely women-led, marched to *reclaim the night” across dties
in West Bengal and elsewhere in the country, forcing the Calcutta High
Court to launch ascathing attack of the state administration,
Institutional failure is evident in the Kolkata episode, starting with the
hospital authorities’ attempt to mislead the victim'’s family to a tardy
progress in police probe, which prnmple:l the high court to transfer the
casetothe Central B Itreflects poorly on chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, whnsn Trlnamu-u] Congress boasts a healthy rep-
resenitation of women A tand hasl lated
forwomen-cen I:m: schemes, Ku]lsata police commissioner Vineet Goyal
has blamed a“malicic "forthek publictrustin the
police. While it is difficult for lhz ]aypersun to separate the wheat from
the chaff when rumours clrculate wildly on social media, it s also unde-
niable that a lack of faith in public institutions sterms from inefficiency
and, at times, complicity. Such systemic rot is unfortunately true across
India, especially a politicisation of the police. On that account, long-due
police reforms are the only way out to unshackle the law enforcers from
being dictated by their political masters.
The medical fraternity has held nationwide strikes to draw attention to
thevulnerabilities faced by doctors, especially women, and demand safiety

DINION

HE POPULAR INSURREC-
TION that ousted
Bangladeshi Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and her
Awami 1 mment

WWW.FINANC

@ PROTECTING IP IN INDIA
Vice president Jagdeep Dhankhar
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India has made significant strides in
strengthening its IP regime. Our legislative

fr rk...has been prog)

ly aligned wrth

A

international

® WAKE-UP CALL
THE KEY POLITICAL LESSON IS THAT AUTHORITARIAM LEADERS LIKE HASINA ARE NOT INVINCIBLE

Lessons from Bangladesh’s uprising

JAYATI GHOSH

offers important lessons Ew lhi! Imer
national c

India. While the unm:waa und.ouhtediy

umrmy of Massachusatts
for the

Raform of imernational Corporate Taxation

fuelled by the regime's rep: and
increasingly anti-democratic tactics,
exemplified by its brutal crackdown on
largely peaceful student protesters, the:
underlying causes of public discontent
are often overlooked.

poised to graduate from “least devel-
oped country”status in 2026.

But Hasina's authoritarian tenden-
cles ultimately overshadowed her eco-
nomic The execution of

used:
on ending the job-guota system that
reserved 300 of government jobs for
veterans of Bangladesh's 1971 War of
Independence and their descendants.
Although Hasina's government ahol-

alleged "extremists”, along with the
arrests and disappearances of lawyers,
journalists, and indigenous-rights
activists who dared to criticise the gov-
ernmant crcatmga climate of fear that

ished all quotas through an
order in 2018, the High Court reinstated
it in June this year, triggering mass
demonstrations. A month later, the
Supreme Court intervened, overturning
the lower court's decision and ruling
that quotas must be reduced to 54 and
that 930 of government jobs must be
filled on the basis of merit.

By then, however, the government's.
‘rutal crackdown the livesof

in 1 the 2018 election.
After  further erosion  of
Bangladesh's democratic institutions,
the 1024 election was
an outright sham. With

mare than 300 protesters, including stu-
dent activist Abu Sayed, fuelling public

inside hospitals and campuses, The Centre should fulfil the ances of
health ministet [P Nadda te doctors, which included introducing a law to
curbattacks on them and hospitals shm.lld ensure safe zones as sought. At
ati ! trends reg n{genderdispanhmin]ndla,
.vurlrp]ace th undo the wornen from
seeking employment of their choice. As lhinga stand, India already has
among the lowest female labour force parULlpaLiim rates in the world,
Legal experts have observed how desg i to criminal law—
whichwidened the definition of rape and brought in st

On August 5, Hasina resigned and fled to
India after the military refused her
demand for even harsher measures.

Thae sad frony is that Hasina — the
daughter of Bangladesh's first presi-
dent, Sheilh Mujibur Rahman — was.
once a student leader and pro-democ-
racyactivist opposing amilitary regime.
During her four terms as prImE mints-

for less serious offences as well — after the Mirbhaya case', poor imple-

ion has Ited in a lack of i I change. An empowered
police and quick delivery of justice are necessary toset it right. At adeeper,
sodetallevel, however, we need a cultural shift Anentrenched patriarchal
miindset is increasingly being challenged by women today, who are vocal
about being treated as equal cittzens. We cannot hope to achieve a more
gender-equal society by continuing to condone or promote aggressive
masculinity witha“bays will be bays"justification. It creates the ground for
the use of violence with immunity and its normalisation,

Al phones from Google and
Apple will erode all trust

ALPHABETINC.'S GOOGLE s racing tostuff its p themost advanced
artificial intellij faatures, inc hat will make you question every-
thing you see and hear online. Its new Plxel phones make it easy to manipulate
Eﬂhﬁtua, adding people who weren't in the original shot or maving their positions.

’l be able to record phene calls, albeit with a disclosure to the person on the
other line, and get a detalled summary of the conversatlon. These cool, if creepy,
features point tea disconcerting direction that Al tools amtaklng usinas they get
builtinto h . Th iths thec
devicas, the han:lcl it I:I e to trust what we see on them too.

In the age of soclal media, where the statistical probability of looking at an

hed photo has dimini [ lsn't that going to make it even
‘harder to determine what's real? Not at all, according to Google's Rick Osterloh,
wha took charge of Google's Androld platform earlier this year. In an interview
with the Wall Stroet fournal, he said Google wassimply allowing people to edit their
real-life moments, and "store the memory how they want” — no different than
Photoshop, he added.

It is, in fact, very different. The vast majority of people who take photos with
theirphones don’t pay 523amonth touseAdobe Photoshop. But millions of pec-
ple whao are likely to buy new Al-enabled phones from Apple Inc., Samsung Elec-
tronies Co, and Google will be able to manipulate photos with a few taps Apple's
forthcoming iPhones will have a Clean Up tool to
remove obfjects and people from photos. Samsung will
let you move somecne in a photo so it looks like they're
facing someone else.

These features loetied fences, but
they’ll also make us more likely to question the accu-
racy and reality of photos far more than we do now.
Inhisinterview, Dsterloh also defended a TV ad pro-
moting Google's Al tool Gemind during the Olympics,
in which a father encourages his young daughter to
uge Al to write a letter to an athlete to tell her “how
inspiring she is". Google was criticised for being tone
deaf to the real reason parents help their kids write
fan mall: the process of expressing gratitude, But
according to Osterloh, this s just like the transition people made from sendin
hand-written thank you notes to ematls, " This is a way to touch more people,
he said.

Of course, the flip side of connecting with more people is that those people
won't know Lf they're being *touched” by a human being at all,

Until now, the price of tech's latest convenlences has been money, personal
data,and attention. Use Google's services and you'll besubject toan online auction
foryour eyeballs that shares your personal data with an array of different adver-
tising networks for targeting, There's less of that on an Apple device, but you're
still likely spending hours scrolling on one of the most addictive tools in human
history if you have an iPhone,

The price we pay for tech's whizzy features seems subtle and abstract at firse,
but over time become clearer as they go iy Instream. People around the world
now spend about skx hoursa d oftenatth fsleep,
kids, or more fulfilling activities. More than 70%: of companies in the US now
collect per sr.m.!l data, according to Statista, and two-thirds of consumers
around the: have too much o 1 those details,
according to YouGoy reseatch,

What will the price be for a broader rellout of generative Al tools? Trust seems
high up there, and not just of technokk but inc: of what wa
see online, including things that are real. Like it ornot, the growlng ubiguity of Al
phones wlli foroe us to becomse more wary of what we see and hear — unless we
want ioms of the new normal.

PARMY
OLSON

Bloombarg

ter,she presided

nomic [mmfnlmatl.on drwen byadra-
matic surge in garment exports and
significant Infrastructire investments
that also spurred a sharp increase In
women's employment. Over the past
two decades, poverty rates have been
halved, and Bangladesh's per capita
GDF (in current US dollars) surpassed
that of India In 2019. The countey Is

Over the past decade,

fits of economic growth are concen-
trated at the top, most citizens see little
iy oreven find th |
worseoff, frustrating their rising expec-
tations and undcm:m‘lng the nccd fora
fairer

Another crucial besson is that ernploy-
ment matters. Creat

ds, ing robust p ion

depreciation of the Bangladeshi takaand
the introduction of a new pricing policy
for petrodeum products, both of which
triggered a surge in domesticinflatlon.
The IMF also demanded that
Bangladesh reduce its budget deficit,
leading to fiscal retrenchment that
affected essential public services, includ-
Ing eritical socia pmgramm—cs_Mean
while,th
tary policy and raised interest rates to
curh inflation, putting enormous pres-
sure on small and medium-size enter-
prises and exacerbating the employment
crisis. In June, the IMF approved the
lpan's third installment, totalling §1.2
hillion, and imposad 33 new conditions
that Bangladesh must meet to receive

especially for young people, but o is

ensuring fairw, and decent working

conditions. When most puupiu'klnco!m
decline, the public d

faith in official narratives of econamic

Indian Prime Minis-

meost opposttion parties ising inequali ter Narendra Maxdi's gov-
elther boycor.ting the Hing ! vality and ernment would be wise
vote or effectively “n'mﬂlul'm_'ﬂ‘- to heed these lessons,
barred from participat- together with given India's glaring
Ing, Hamn._l won an :km:kﬂlng prices for Inequalities of Income,
over g major- goods, have v_walth,andoppnmml-
ityandsecured a fourth - ties. But Bangladesh
consecutive  term.  intensified public anger  couid also serve as a

Despite her govern-
ment’s lack of popular nt

over nepotism and

the rEmninlng disbursements.

‘While these measures are purport-
edlydesigned to enhance economic*effi-
chency”and bolster investor confidence,
history suggests that such outcomes are
‘highly unlikely.On the contrary, theaus-
terity policles championed by the IMF
‘have fuelled econemic Insecurity and
publicangeracross the developing world.
‘The mass protests and political instabil-
ity that have roiled countries like Kenya,
HNigeria, and Ghana — all of which have
Implemented IMF programmes —
underscore the urgent need for the Fund
toreconsider iteapproach.

legitimacy, the out-

come was quickly

recognised by India and other major
ory,

The country’s sputtering economy
also played a pivotal role in the recent
uprising, Over the past decade, rising

together
with skyrocketing prices for essential
goods, have intensified public anger over
nepotism and rampant corruption, The
government's stubborn refusal to con-
front or even acknowledge these issues

further.

warning to 1 But thek hat

pani dlexter- i leaders like Hasina are not

- nal observers, who are Invincible They may suppress demaocratic
often overly influenced protests, muzzle the media, undermine

byapgregate growth T i and. ptio
tofovelgn investors. control the judicliary, but they cannot

Crucially, analysts often overlook the
rofe that the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has played in Bangladesh's
recent economic struggles. In 2023,

ured a §4.7-billion bail
from the IMF,a move that some observers
argued was unnecessary, Initially, thesa
funds were Intended to shore up the
cr.luntryﬁ fumgm exchange reserves,
hichl Cowid-19

: J\keylﬂs;ur;fmkangladmh'!upe-
rience is that rapid GDP growth and
robust exports alone cannot ensure
beoad-based prosperity. When the bene-

shock and the gloha] spike in food and
the IMF loan, which included greater
exchange-rate flexibility, led to a sharp

remain in power indefinitely. In fact, the
more ruthless such regimes become, the
maore they risk a popular backlash,

Thus, Hasina's downfall should serve
as awake-up call for Modl, a close ally
with authoritarian tendencies of his
own. Global leaders should also take
note: the long-term costs of aligning
with undemocratic regimes for geopa-
litical gain often outweigh the short-
term benafits.

Copyright: Project Synelicate, 2024
wiwre,profect-spacicate.ong

Abalancing act in climate goals

The Economic Survey highlighted that prioritising
only temperature-bound climate goal without
balancing development costs might not be ethical

ANANDAJIT GOSWAMI

Independent research fellow, dshoka Cantre
for & People-cantric Energy Transtion

THE 2024 ECONOMIC SURVEY has, for
the first time, raised a valld concern
about the prioritisationand attainment
of India's climate and development
goals. Chapter & cited the work of Mlkl.-

often be biased against aspects like
equity and distributive justice of
developing countries. Therefore,a non-
aligned, non-holistic approach and
focusing Dm:]mutem:[lcmthmuginhu

(REY

Hulme, professor of human
University of Cambridge, to state, "It B
quite easy to imagine future worlds in
which global temp erature exceeds 2°C
warming which is 'better’ for human
well-being, political stability, and eco-
logical integrity, for example, than ether
worlds inwhich — byall means and at all
costs — global temperature was sta-
bilised at 1.59C"

The Survey, therefore, highlighted
the point that prioritising only the tem-
perature-bound climate goal of 1.5°C
without balancing the devel

gy (RE) transit
detrimental to the devalopment goals
of developing countries. This is partic-
ularly true because any energy transi-
tion from one dominant fuel to another
ana national, global, or
local scale is inherentlya
protracted  affalr, as

————
A blind focus on

ferent fossil fuel to clean energy (like
solar, wind, hydro, and nuclear) tran
tions. The study highlights the impo:
tance of actors and n\ldﬂ!‘l by them in
terms of tactics {1 meetings,
protests),and national and international
institutional responses to national,
supra-national, and global pressures
impacting the fossil fuel to clean energy
transition. The study, through a caltural,
socin-technical, and com-
parative perspectivehased
on the data of 130 case

developed and developing countries as
well as within developing countries.
This, In a way can, in the long term, be
useful to create ecological integrity,
political stability, and equity for fight-
ing the adverse Impacts of climate
change on poverty and devel opment.
Indiz's Mission LIFE primarily
focuses on such a clarion call through an
athical and moral lens, and it finds a
mention In the 2024 Economie Survey,
The global fiterature on reducing such a
demand for energy and material con-
sumptlon has already been outlined in
“degrowth literature”. It mentions a

costs on low-income and developing
countries might not be ethical when
viewed from the lens of human well-
being, political stability, and ecological
Integrity. This is particularly true while
considering the work done by economist
Richard Tol in 2024, who showed that
the welfare-equivalent Income koss dug
to a 2.5°C warming relative to pre-

stated by sclentlst Vaclav temperature goall studies, proves that the
Smil in 2014, Tt might  eap aften be biased  Boals of pecple-centric
take 50-60 years (o ean energy’ ithom are
materlalise, with con- against aspects often refracted through
stant perseverance by like equity and Iocal, sub-national, and
menerationg. A {istributi juﬂm nationalinstitutions They
from fossil fuels to RE is arecatalysed through bocal
notanexception. ofdwu!o_pmq nmliuyl;:mwmejuwr
countries

Moreover, often such

support or oppose the

transitions are fraught
with conflicts, and know-
inglyand unknowingly might not be peo-
le-centric. A study by Sovacool et. al
2022}, of which the author was also a
jpart, shows that different actors, tactics,

times s always significantl
higherfor developing countrbes.

A focus on income, wealth, equity,
and distribution geals s equally
important for developing countries to
create resilience to fight the adverse
Impacts of climate change, Hence, a
blind focus on temperature goals can

and are at play for the clean

clean encrgy
These f]m:llngs fur-
ther substantiate Smil’s 2014 work
and strengthen the need to have
strong soclal enablers and nudges for
aclean energy transition in developing
countries, which are generally time-

inseven carhon-inten-
slve neg:ung In Asia, Europe, and North
America, Based on a data set of 130 case
studies, the research shows how tactics
(such aslitigation or protest) impact out-
comes (remuneration, policy change,

THE EDITOR

Walking the talk?

Apropos of "PM's -Day speech: Many
new beginnings" (FE, August 18}, the
spaech, that lasted for around 100
mirwtes, mostly resembled one in an
election campaign and it had more
slogans than solutions. But among all
the points he had touchad upon, two
stood out — one nation, one election
and the Uniform Civil Code, which are
the ideclogically committed aspects
cofhis party, These two should not be

the priarity of a nation where 81.35
crore people are dependent an free
ration, educated youth are hopelessly
unemployed, the poor and the middle
class are finding it difficult ta tighten
their belts, and national wealth is
being generated by a miniscule few.
From tha day he assumed office, a¥ his
activities are focused on twa major
areas — enriching the affluent and
implementing ideclogical aspects
without any sentiment. To calm down
the victims, freebies and communal

C ing and can last for 50-60
years. However, while the countries
meve in such a time-consuming path-
way, the wiser strategy can be to reduce
energy and material consumption of
countries with anequitablewealth and
income distribution between the

opéates are placed before them,

Nat addressing burning issues

like Manipur, Jammas and Kashmis,
and hostile neighbours is yet to

be explained.

—A&C Rajmohan, Anantapur
Genderviolence

On Wednesday night, candlelight
vigils, ralBes, and protests erupted
across cities in response to the brutal
rape and murder of a trainee doctor at
Kalkata's RG Kar Medical College.

stead ro-
gxmr\rely reducing emission lntmnpil'y.
resource, and material consumption in
the growth path. India has, on average,
achieved an economic growth rate of 7-
Bt with anemission growth rate of 4%,
Itis on track tobecome a country that can
“diegrow” while following its economic
growth, However, the long-term success
of such a path will only depend on social
nudges, which can progressively reduce
energyand material consumptionin the
production and demand cycle of the
country. Once such strong nudges to
facilitate ecologically friendly behaviour
from both supply and demand sides are
in place, India canattain itsViksit Bharat
gaal of 2047 while being a frant runner
in global climate actlon goals.

Viewsare personal

Despite efforts, sexval vialence
remains a widespread issue, keeping
women on constant alert and

often deterring them from fully
participating in the workforce. To
drive economic growth and address
gender imbalances, it is crucial to
mprove workplace safety and
challenge societal norms that

it women's roles.

—Amarjest Kumar, Hazaribagh
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ABHUIT BHATTACHARY YA
COLUMMST AND AUTHOR

HEIKH  Mujibur

Rahman's legacy

has  been  con-

mlgned Lo hintory,

Nobel  laureate
Muhammad  Yunus  has
taken over afler Sheikh
Hasina's suster, What nest
for Bumyglodesh? Willit be s
ebal war o o period of pro-
longed inatability that pro-
vides a fertile ground lor
foreign opemtors to play
the 'Great Game East’ In
South Asia? Indeed, the
game han been golng on
within for decades, with
rival palitical players vying
for power through any
means — elections, miss
uprisings on the streets or
the ussansination of Presi-
dents (Mujibur and Gen
Zhaur Rahman), Regrei-
tably, from democracy to
dictotorship or o fundns
mentalist religions state,
Bangladesh has seen it all
in the past hall o century
stnee its birth,

In a throwback to the
bloody Partition of British
India in 1047, Muslim-
majority  Pokistan  saw
itself being dismembeored
in K871 W give birth 1o
another Muslim-majority
but profoundly secular, lib-
el and linguistic

Banglacdeah, In 147, the
British were the sole for
vign player. In 1971, during
Pokistun's civil war, Chi-
na, the US, the USSR and
India were the four direct
netors and the rest of the
Weat was an indirect factor,
The lesson of history,
however, is seldom leami
Ty the fighters, even if thiy
chase a mirage atihe sk of
thelr terrifory bebng inex.
orubly and inevitably par
cellisd out. Pages of history
are replete with instances
of internal political wars
turning into an alluring sre-
ik for outslders

Toekny, four forelgn pluyers
are agaln direct dakehald
erd in the geopolitics and
ioecattmies of the turbu
lent mation of Bangladesh
India, the US, Chini and
Pakiatan — all with differ-
el purposes.  though.
Resultuntly,  Banglucdesh
has ko reckon with and ree-
ancile Laell 1o the et that
none of the four is likely to
e up itn respective strote-
e interests an long as this
young nathon urms

Three of these four
nations (the 18, China and
Pukistan) do not share o
border with Bangladeah
I's only meighbouring
Indin whose fortunes are
intertwined with the rae
and  fll  prosperity or
poverty  of Bangladesh
Hence, the biggest sake-
holder in that country s
indisputably Indis;  the
lesdirs in Dhaka peed to
recognise that

Bangladesh  juls  into
India sy its underbelly,

OPED
The quest for a piece of the Bangladesh pie

TURNMOIL: What next for Bangadesh? Wil e a civll wis o 8 pericd of probngosd

sty that

provides o fortle ground for forrgn operators to play the Great Game Emst” in South Asla’? o

directly  or  indirectly
affecting the demography
of 13 states ('seven ais-
ters' of the North-East,
Sikkim, West Bengul,
Bihar, Jharkhand and
Odishal. The nearly 30-
monthald Ukralne war
owes it to the West's
NATO-EU combine's
determined expansion bid
through Kviv to Moscow's
indisputable  territorial
underbelly. Russia's fear
of belng  shrunk  and
robbicd of its resource-rich
land is @ gupreme factor in
the bloody intra-Slav frad-
riciddal fight leacing to the
devastating Black Sea

Bangladesh wday
hashecomea
frontline state for a
conflict between

overapp
interests of Beijing
and Washington,

Balkan battle,

India already faces a two
fromt war owing Lo the Sino
Mk ads stretching from
Kamkoram 1o Kameng ancd
besomnd o Walomg Now,
stretched fther becauseof
the Hangladesh erisis, Uwre
will be greater prossure on
troops along the McMahon
Line to Sikkdm, Himachal
Prodesh and Lacakh. there-
by resilting in o colosal
rine costs, And that's
whit Chin bx up b,
to bleed the Indian econo.
my without Aring o dhot

Chinene  stratagems in
Banglacdesh  have been
going on since the days of

Gen HM Ershad in the
10808, S0 much so that
toduy virtually all main
combat ships of Dhaka are
built by China's Wuhan
Shipyard (Ming-class sub)
and frigates and corvettes
by Hudong Shipyard
(Shanghal) and Wuchang
Shipyard, Wuhan. The
Belt and Rosd Initistive,
foo, has helped Ching
muke deep inrosds into
duslpurpose ports with
the reportied setting up of
the PLA Navy ba the
near Miture. No wonder
the US had sought Hasi-
na's nod for o proposed
naval buse at St Mortin's
Island off Cox's Bazar
wluth is neljacent to Myan.
miar's  reitive  Rakhine
sute’i  poastline,  The
refisal of Hasing to set up
a naval bare certainly did.
't endear her bo Uhe US; It
ujsel Washington's calew
lations 1o keep an eve on
the Bay of Bengal trio of
Dhaka, Yengon and New
Delhit. The Chinese quest
for ot leant two ports from
Chittagong, Chalna, Khul-
na, Mongla, Barisal and
Cox's Bazar, too, didn't
amuse America

Thus, Bangladesl todiy
has  become o frontline
state for o conflict between
overlapping interests of
Beljing and Washington
Lately, the US alm hax
been resentiul of India's
refusal bo take sicded in Lhe
Ukraine wor as Delhi dis-

played her  Csteategic
autonomy’. For the US,
any  mass  movement

againgt Hasing, o friend of

Inidba, understandably
wouldn't have hod been
bad news at all. Similurly,
Dhaka's reduced depend:
ence on Dethi would cer
tainly make China happy.
What's the result? Both
the US and China are
flerce rivals in Dhade, but
both are happy at india’s
discomfiture after  Hosi-
ni's exit and the arrival of
the percebved antl-Haging
utnd antl-India ruling class
in Bangladeah

Now, how does Pakistan
fit into thi=s Bangladesh
game of the glants? Well,
one junt has o visit thie Pak:
istun Military Acsdemy n
Abbottisbad, where the
‘revenie’ mantra s inouk
cated inlo every talhee
officer over Ineia’s role in
the 1971 war and the hiimilk
intion suffered by the Pak.
i#tan army in Dhaka The
idei 4 to creite & perma
nient state of war without o
direct fight — a war of ter-
ror to bleed Indio with o
thousand cuts,

Thus has  begun  the
‘Greal Game East' in
which India han got entan-
#led. Pakistan, the US and
China would all be happy
1] ae post-Hasina
Bangladesh in o prolonged
state of instability. The
prospect of more mations
getting  involved in the
quest for a plece of the
Dhabea ple hlul Increased

thon: is Hasing nlqlurlun-
from Bangladesh a prelude
0 & frosh deluge or o new
chapler in the ‘Great
Game East’ in South Asia?

Lets reawaken as a nation to sing the song of freedom

ASHWANI KUMAR
FORMER UNION MINISTER
FOR LAW AND JUSTICE

EVENTY-SEVEN

years after its

“tryst with des-

tiny', India has

much to celebrate

today. As the fustest-grow-
ing economy and the
world's largeat pluralist
democracy that has sue
cevded in lifing millions
of it citizens above abject
poverty over the yeurs, its
voioe |8 heard with respect
in the chanceries of the
world. Tts imminent rise un
the world's thind largest
economy.  demonstrated
sclentific prowess, demo:
cratic redilience and an
excoptionnl cullural her-
itage of harmonious corx:
istence are reason enough
far every Indian to rejoice.
Andl yet, as we salule the
‘Tirmnga’ in reverence on
Independence Day  and
thereafter, we cannot for-
et that the road to nation.
al glory must navigate the
harsh truth of unfreedom,
viodence and  Injustices
that have scarred the soul
of the nation. The heart-

rending sight of a man
drogiging his wife tied o
his motorey with none
showing the courage
stop the horrendous ordeal
of the helpless woman, the
rape und murder of a
young doctor lhdde a
Kolkotn  hospital,  the
unspeakable pain of the
nation and of its wrentler
daughter  who  lost  an
Olympic medal over 100
groma  of body welght
deapite her unremitting
toil and discipline in the
mrvice of her chosen
mort, and the forced
migration of our youth to
foreign lands for want of
Rudnful employment, leav-
ing behind old and often
untended parents in the
twilight of their lives, tell o
painful sory Recurring
and aggravated discrimi-
nation oo account  of
widening  disparities in
incomed, shameful display
of wealth mocking the
poverty of the wrelched,
continuing subcides by the
impoverished,  custodial
torture of the helpless and
murderous police encoun.
ters inand outside custody
interrogate our clatma an o
welfure and liberal mtate.

The economic and social
plight of the elderly on
aceount of thelr neglect
by children who caught
up in the pumuit of
unguided ambition and
materinl gaing, loss of

COMMITMENT: Let us answey the surmimors of The Taangs" and honour |is cormmand
withiut o prieopniading IR for parisan ends, A

dignity of the margin-
wlised even in death, the
wrecking of reputations,
privacy and dignity in the
medin without o mesn-
ingful recourse and social
consciousness  generally

immune to the misery of
the destitute — this is not
the Bharat of Bapu's

dreams who, along with
his compatriots, hsd envi-
sfomed on  egalitarian
society in which we could
live in { helter of each
other, joined together in
empathy, Helghtened
religious strife, excalating

Heightened
rdigious strife,
escalating caste &
regional conflicts
and theabuseof

state power to settle

personal scores
question the health
ol our democracy.

caste and reglonal con-
Micts, btter political ani-
maosithes beyond | deologl
cal contestation and the
abuse of stale power o
setile  personal  scores
question the health of
Indian demoeracy.
Having celebrated the
anniversary of Indepens
dence — the day when we
unshackled ourselves
from the yoke of British
colonialisn  and  were
reborn Yo freedom we
must  ask  ourdelves
whether we have vindicat
ed the aspirations of o

free people for justice and

dignity, We must also
reflect on whether the
present  state  of  our

democrucy can translate
into reality the vision of
our founders and ask our-
selven whether the con-
duct of un elevating dem:
oeratic politics is ot all
ponsible  without  its
anchor in public and con-
atitutional moralily, as the
Father of the Nation never
tired of reminding us, The
need o repurpose the
nation's politics is com:
pelling, and lest we forg
] besgon  of  histors
can be no der
gy  without huma
bath are integral to sach
other. While we celebrate
our freedom, let us think
of the marginalised ma
ea whoae sulferings ques-
tion our gains beyond
apology, Let us shed a teaur
for their unbearakde pain
born out of undeserved
deprivation, denial and

unending injustices,
In drawing attention to
the bitter truth of our real-

ity 77 years after freedom,
the idea Is not to appor-
tion blame but to correct
the nation's course for
the future, an alio io
remind ourselves that the
purpase of human life and
freedom in to battle for
suecour 1o thoae bearing
the brunt of misery in o
life without hope

While | yeam to sing the
wong of freedom aloud, 1
find my voice muffed by
the deafening eries of
pain and grief that ‘well
up like o lump in the
throot. The reality of
hunger, poverty, ex plolta-
tion and misery of the
multitude does not leave
mie fred w0 exult ot this
moment, My thoughts
tuke me to the Ureless
exertions of our founding
fathers who sacrificed
themielves so tht we
may live with honour
today and hereafter. They
now lie in the dark, their
deeams unrealised  and
memories maligned

Let us endeavour collec:
tively to ensure that our
politics 18 inspired by
magnonimity,  without
being held hostage to the
‘wice of ghallowness' and
Ia insplred by high pur
podi. Lt us answer the
summuons of the Tiranga'
and honour its command
without appropriating it
for partisen ends. Indeed,
this must be the moment
af national reawakening,
to ghed the intellectual
amorality of our politics
und invest the powerless
with power o seripd their
destiny, Only then can we
sing together the song of
freedom. Only then will
the pawer of joy svercome
1he stillness of despair,

Vieus are personal
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Pollsin J&K
Vital to ensure peaceful campaigning and polling

AMMU and Kashmir's decade-long walt for the
Assembly pollsis over, with the Election Cormmis-
son announdng a three-phase polling schedulbe for
the state-turnied-UTE President’s nide, abrogation of
Section 370, bifurcation of the state — J& K hius seen
. The del exercse itnted by the war-
guregation has altered the dlectoral Bandseape — the Jam-
i egion's seat couint has rsen siaeably from 37 1o 43,
while the number of Assembly constituencies in Kash-
mir has gone up from 46 to 47, This wall have a bearing
on the eledion outeome and pre- or post-poll alliances.

The upcoming poll battle will be held against the
backdrop of o serics of terror attoeks and encounters in
the Jammu reglon. Terrorsts have changed tack: they
wre targeting Hindu-dominated areas, while Muslim-
majority Kashmir is no longer the epicentre of turbu-
lence. In view of this shift, there is greater pressure on
the BIP-ed Central Government to ensure peaceful
campaigning and polling. Elements nimical o India
willtry to diznapt the proceedings. The key i to croute
an envirmment conducive for the voter to come outand
vote without fear. It will be o straightforward contest
between the BJP and the Congress in Jammu. In con-
trast, the field is wide open in Kashmir, where the
Abdullohs’ Nationad Conference and the Muftis’ PDP
will be in the fray along with Safiad Lone’s JEK Poo-
ple's Conference, Altaf Bukhart's J&K Apni Party and
former Congress leader GhulamNabi Azad's Democra-
tic Progressive Azad Party; independents with radical
leanings can make the fight tougher.

In poll-bound Haryans, where the BJP hes been in
power for o decade, the Corgress is looking tocapitalise
on the anti-i i factor. Both are g thelr
chances. having won five seats esch in the state in this
year's Lok Sabha elections, If the mandate ks not dect-
sive, things will boll down tothe support of parties such
5 the Indian N; 1 Lok Dal and the J. k Jan-
ta Party. The kingmakers will then cme into play.

Mango exports

Chinese ascendancy a cause for concemn

NDIA produces 40 per cont of the world's man-
gois and has a lange domestic mickel. The fruit

was largely unknown in China till some saplings
wore sent as part of India's mango diplomacy in

he 19505 Both in 2022 and 2023, Ching's exports

of mangoes. including Indisn varieties, have been high-
erthan India's. Government officials are hopefulof see-
ing the reversal of this unusual — and decidedly embar-
rassmg — trend this yesr. Export figures from January
1o May, they point out, have already exceeded what

Laapataaladies & 0pportunistic BJP

Amid outrage over Kolkata ra pe—murder Trinamool MPs in danger of belng called ‘goongi gudiyas’'

HE Trinamoal Con-

gress’ lenrper s
lndiex’, @ sarcastic
reference o the Hin-
i movie by the sume
name, finally showed up ot o
mimnch led by their leader and
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamats Banerjese in Kollkiata on
Friday in support of the female
doctor gruesomely mped and
mumdered @ full eight days ago ot
o state-run hospital in the city.
Muabus Moitm, Seayond Ghosh,
Dola Sen, Satabed Roy, Sharmila
Sarkar, Kakolli Ghosh Dasticar,
JuneMaliah —ull women MPs —
and minister Shashi Panja were
amang those flanking Mamataas
Uhey wailiced from Mol to Dors-
racrssing in Kolkata, seelcing to
wiest bade the narrative thot
Ineflin’s only womon chief minis-
ter al present seems lohave clear-
Ry ot i thee Lt one week.
Flor the first Uime in years, Dici
seemstobe onthe bnck fool. She
knows she's faltered. Her 11
wamen Lok Sabha MPy, many of
them stars on social media, are
kvenly aware that when they
refused o speak up i support of
the victim, except foe former
Journalist Sagurika Ghose, inthe
allimportant hours and  days
afterthe grisly murder — the Tr-
namonl aflowed the oreation of
an information vacuum  into
which the Oppositiom BJP
walked right in
“The se smurt women, the bane

FURORE: Fumrlninmomvwrsmﬂerulmhhmmw“«mwbemmbwkm m

— they waited too long That, at
lJeast for the moment, that sense
of trust that paliticians constant-
Iy strive for in the minds of
wormnen and men they clabm o
lead, peems 1o be filterding. That
for the first time in more thana
decade, an element of doubt
seems (o have crept in
Here'swhat we know. The mpe-
mitrder of the young worman took
plsce between 3 and 5 am on
August 8, when after worko g for
36 hours struight in the hospital,
she decided to get some mest ina
seminar room. The post-mottem
teport details the horme— that
she was throttied to death (the
Uyroid cartilige was boken due
o strangling), thal there wire
derpwounds on her privale purts
which were, cstensdbly, caused by
“perverted sexuality’ and ‘gend-
tal torture’, That she was bieed-
ing from hereves and mouth oo,
Pictures doing the rounds show

afthe BIP in Parliament andin - ber Jegs ot owlowand angles 0
Kolkats, know that when they  each other — some say that that
shutt fvex upagainsttheir  can't bepossibie unlies the peivic
better judgement — perhaps, as  ginlle s broken.

they wuiled for the Kolaita Strangely, though, for the nisd
Poliee to carry oul its inwstie- % daya, oll these baght young
tion, or perhaps, waited to hear  politicians, o galicy of shining

what their Dear Leader, Didi,
first wasnted to sy oo the sulject

stars that indude Mamata's
nephew  Abhishek Banetjee,

The Trinamool
allowed the creationof
aninformaton
vacuum into which
the Opposition BIP
walked Aght in

parents (L was the family that
oremated her) blew into the
information gap. The X hanclles
of all these women MPs. nghtful-
Ty most vounl about things gone
wiong, were stmngely silent
Even when more than half of
Kolkata was out on the streels
that fetid night of Augus 14-15,
seeking to “reckim the night”,
thousands of women and men
demancling justice, a right to hife
mnad safety, the Trnomool was
missing in action. Their anges,
passion and ardour that often
stirup the Lok Sebhahod either
e spent of misspent,

TV gowe the gl a nome

— e .ﬂhkﬂ.w.lhul-‘au!usﬂmzmtk
vanety
of malters, including the fel !}rwl Wmlwum'nmcd

blow tor Vinesh Phogat in Puris.
Dichi, herself, is sadd to have spo-
ken about the matter in Bangla
in Kolicatn — o bt Ekea peacock
dancing in a de nse jungle which
few saw; and then disreginded.
By then, eventswere Laking on i
lifie of their own. The principal of
the medienl college resigned but
was within hours given another
plum  assgnment, Rumeurs
about the police calling it o ‘sui
clde’ ihey didn't) or that they
cremated her without telling her

in Delhi 12 years ago. Everyone
mmembered how that winter of
212, when the Congress govem-
ment of Shella Dikshit sought
somehow to save the girl, had
turned out. Two years lates the
Manmeban Singh prvemment
had kel power ot the Centne,
puving the way for the BIP:
Nirbhaya, many soid, hoad
shown the way for the fortunes
of one political party, Clearly, the
BIP believes Abhaya can do for
it todoy whot Prime Mnister

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Macli has failed todo in the last
10 years, which i W persusde
Bengal to vite for the BJP, or ot
least turn in its favowr since
there are no elections on the
hartzon. Not for nothing hass
Smuiti Iruni retumed o the TV
screens for the first time sinee
she lost Amicthitothe unfonessd
Kishor Lal Sharma in the mcent
Lok Sabha polls.

But the BIP may still find that
Bergal i somewhat different
from the Hindi heatlond stutesit
has experience of congquering.
Despite the growing admiration
for Hindutva, the outrage on the
streets of Kolkata today is lesm
about the BIF and more about
the shesranger and helplessness
it feels against the Trinamool. Bt
s Dk, ot thee BJP who involees:
Bengal's women as its primary
nucdieryor and axk x for thekr votes.
On August 14, hours before the
midnight mob ransacked the
hospital where the girl's munder
took place, Saayoni Ghosh was
applavding Mamata's
* Kanyushree' peoject which is
full of schemes for the girl child,

For the moment. Mamata and
the Trnamool are the foous of
Kolkata's anger agninst the
sheer corruption and mass help-
lesseness that have begun o per-
wache the city as well 4s the state.
Nothing seems to work, litthe
seems o have changed. 1F this
mass anger spreads W other
parts of Bengal, Mamata knows
what can happen — it's hap-
pened before, in Nandigram in
2007, when the CPM. then in
power, refussd to listen to the
angry voices from the ground
and o power some years biter
— when she became the wel-
comme beneficiary of that an ger,

That's why Momaots led a
march in Kolkata on Fridoy,
along with her most articulate
women MPs and MLAs. All of
them understand that they
must fight for Bengal again.
That if they don't — and
notwithstunding Mahua Moitr

- the Trinamool MPs are in
danger of being called Ben-
gal's ‘loapatan lodies’ and its
* goongi guedigos”

India exported in the entire 2022, It is inevitable that

parisons willbe d bout thel 55 nd trade
eoosystlems in both countries. The mango datn is a
reminder of how timely market interventions and a pol-
ey reset o minke g difference,

As Indin seis #s sights on expanding its share in
global supply chains, it ishest to weed out the misplaced
notion :vfd{.wuplmg from: L‘hna. ‘The challenge is o
gtrikeat ! and mdustri-
al policy. How to do business on fivourable torms
despite the underlying distnust after the Galwan clash
in 2020 his to be the primary concem. Last month, the
Econormnic Survey advocated increasing foreign direct
Investment from China to boost exports. This isa recog-
nition th ive Chinese | ntscan only help
and not dersil Indin's growth story, Thming the bur-
geoning trade defleit s imperative. An ideal scenarioio
wim for would be allowing more investment of the
degired kind in exchange for increased exports to Chi-
i of tems manufctured in Indii

There'smuch symbolism attached to China stealing
a march in the export of mangoes. It's a moment to
ohjectively reflect on industry policies, business models
and export promotions. It woulkd be self-de frating 1o not
uggressively sddress the quality deficit.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.
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Lala Harkishan Lals evidence

GREAT imyp attaches to the evid Lala Haskast
Lal before the Reforms Committer not only beoause u!'hu
recent offical experience, but because of his eminent position
% o public man of many years’ standing inthis Province. There
bs, incleed, no other publie mon in Punjabwith the exosption of
Lala Lajpat Rai who has either 50 intimate an scquaintance
with public Efe in all #sphises of can speak with so grest an
authority on public questions. It was for this reason that the
appaintment of Lala Harkishan as o Minister was almost uni-
wersally weloomed in this Provinee as the putting of the right
rran in Uhe Hght place. Tt was for the same reasor that the fail-
ure of Laka Harkishan ot make his mark as a Minister coused
such profound disappatntment in the publicmind. Let there be
no misundersta nding as towhat we mean when we speak of his
Failure. The great evil in Punjab during Lala Harkishan's min-
Istemhip wos the communal palicy of his colleague. What the
public noticed with growing dismay, as the fint “reformed”
regrime achvanced from one step (o another, was that Lals Hark-
ishen Lal was neitherable to resist the ovil nor went out. From
o purely personal point of view the great importance of Lala
Harkishan's evide noe is that forthe first time he has now told
the public why neither of these things took place, He could not
resist the evil because although” he objected very strongly 1o
Mian Fuzki-Hussain's political views, “he was tokd by the Gov-
ernor that the impression of the w was that each Minister
should act on his individual responsability.”

S ——

Young men need to show women the respect they deserve and do their part to stop sexual assault. —Barckobama

The world
after arape

TanisHA SiNGH

7 HERE are protests that don't make an impact
Instagram stories that don’t seem to move people.
Sometimes, there are candlelight marches. Rape

survivors relive what happened to them through a new

headline — it's an everyday story.

Someone Eke mewill ay on the brain onher way home, read-
ing shout what happensd to o girl. A young doctor with her
entire ife abead of her, satched away cruelly, just Ble that,

No one can fothorn what she went through in her last
minutes. The fear, rage, helplessness, the struggle. One
lapse. Was it even a lapse, though? Wasn't she at her
workplace, going aboul her business, gelling rest
because she was deing a 36-hour shin?

If we are lucky, the men will only stare at us. If not,
they will pass a vul gar remark or even attempt to ‘mis-
tukenly’ brush past us. It's truly lueky when they let us
live after they have ravaged us

The aulopsy revealed that there was ‘genital torfure,
deep wound in victim's private parts’. Her mouth was
filled wath blood Her fother saw her like that His
thought ? Muybe the parents, for o brief moment, thought:
if she had to be taken, at least it could've been peaceful

Fuortunately, we ain all choose nof 1o read about it

The principal of the Kolkata medical college didn't ke
too long before questioning what she was doing alone ina
seminar hall 1 feel sorry for his wife. 1 worry about the
kind of children he 35 raising,

A man who has been arrested allegedly retumed o the
scene of the crimie, washed his clothes, destroyed evidence
and then went to sleeps. He had a history of phiysically alius-
ing his wives. Why was he roaming about freely?

‘When such incidents happen, the authorities pratte off
dos and don’ts — don't head out after dark, even if that
means 5 pm in winter: don’t wear anything that could be
remotely enticing, don't attract attention, stay hidden.
Just remain in the background,

Do they talk about keeping men indoors or hidden? A
ridiculous idea. Yet. it's all right for women. Noone talks
obout teaching boys voung, or the detrimental offects of
a ‘harmless’ sexist joke.

We live in & country where bnwmakers scoused of sesual
harassment irealowed free nen, where women are lookied at
an porly thut the reaction i to blame the victim.

Do the men understand this fear? How many men ask the
women in their lives about the truuma they have foced? How
many try {o create o safe space ™ How many Lsten? IUs not all
mmen, but what are the rest doing?

It's business as usel in the world after a rape kes ploce.,
Undess you are the victim, Or her family, Or a girl.

-

LETTERS TO THE

Vinesh messed it up
Refer to the news report “Vinesh Phogat
foses appeal, won't get Olympics silver
medal’; the gruppler has let the whole
country down. The Court of Arbitration for
Sport has understandably turned down ber
petition to be jointly swanded silver in the
S04cg freestyle category. Vinesh alrendy
knew that she was overweight by over a
hundred grams when she went in for the
weigh-in, Why could she not see the dis-
qualification coming? Notably, though the
Huaryana girl had led profests against the
government over a year ago, she was still
given the opporfunity to represent India in
the Games. But she still messed it up. Also,
the fact that Vinesh earlier used to partici-
pate in the 53- and 35-kg categories but
eventually shifted to the 50-kg category
has raised a lot of evebrows.

ASHOK KUMAR GOEL, PANCHRULA

No silver lining for wrestler
It is extremely unforfunate that Vinesh
Phogat will not be receiving a silver medal
ot the Paris Olympics. She had stormed
into the women's 50-kg final on the back
of three impressive wins, only to be dis-
gualified for being overweight by over a
hundred grams, World-class wrestlers like
Vinesh must not be let down Ekethis, Itis
time to tweak the rules that could couse
athletes mental agony or demoralise them
Amending Article 11 of the International
Wrestling Rules to relax the norma and eri-
teria wall be 4 step in the nght direction,
WD SHARMA, SHIMLA

A mockery of justice
With peference Lo the editorial ‘Astain on jus-
tice’; it seems like the common man wd well-
eonnected bigwigs like Ram Rahim are not
enual in the eyes of the law in this country.
The frequent paroles and furloughs granted
o the Dera Sachy Souda chiel are & blol on
the justice defivery system. This will further
erodde public confidenas in the judiciary and
Raw e nfimcement agenaes, Allowing the sect
Beader to walk out of jail from time to time
reflects o trend of brazen leniency towards a
hardened criminal like Ram Ruhim.

RC GARG, KOTHAPURA

Babas have the world at their feet
Hefer to A stain on justice’; babas have
long enjoyed special privileges in India
They profit off the blind faith that the
masses repose in them, Everybody knows
that Gurmeel Rom Rohim is a criminal
He raped his female disciples and got a
journalist who had dared to expose him
leilled . And vet, he i let out of prison every
now and then. It is no coincidence that he
hias been released on furlough ahead of the
Assembly polls in Haryana, After all, it is
commaon knowledge that politicians have
long courted the influential godman to win
oveer the voters. It is a shame.

SAROU BANYAL, HAMIRPUR

Mayhem at Kolkata hospital
The Caleutta High Court recently handed
over the RG Kar Medio] College and Hospi-
tal rape-murder case tothe CBL, The HC alsy
rebuked the state government on Friday for
fadling to prevent mob violence on the prem-
ises of the medical facibity, rightly describing
it as an “absolute fafure of state machin-
ery”, The Bench also expressed shock over
how & mob of 7,000 hooligans eoubd manoge
to throng the hospital and create a reckus
there. Imposing the President's rule in the
state for o while can defuse the situation,
LALIT BHARADWAL PANCH KULA

Sethack for medical aspirants
Apropos of the news report ‘MBBS fes
hiked by 5% the decision to raise the
course fee ot all government and private
medical colleges in Punjab by 5 per cent
must be rolled back. The move is & set-
back for medical aspirants belonging to
financially weak families. It is worth
recalling that, ahead of the last Assembly
elections, AAP had pledged to uplift the
poor by making education more afford-
able. The Bhagwant Mann-led state gov-
emment continues to issue public adver-
Iuemtnll fram time to time to tout the
ts of hiz administ on
varioas fronts, including healiheare and
educstion. But making medical education
out of reach for thousands of aspirants
expozes AAP s real agenda.
VITULL K GUPTA, BATHINDA.

Letters 1o the Eitor, typeed in doubile space, should not exoeed the 200 wond lmi,
Thesve sk be cogently wimien and can b 5ot by e-oal 1ax Letters® tibunemall.com
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BACK TO THE PEOPLE

Assembly elections after a decade in J&K, long overdue, are an
important step forward, will break a polil:ical standstill

NANNOUNCING (B8],
to be held in three phases on September 18, 25 and Octobser 1, Chief Election
Commissiomer Rajiv Kurmar refermed to “awaam ki umeedein” {the people's hopes)
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WORDLY WISE
IF YOU HEAR A VOICE WITHIN YOU 8AY, "YoU

CANNOT PAINT

"HEN BY ALL MEANS PAINT,

AND

THAT VOICE WILL BE SILENCED, — ViscenT Van Gooil

Making it Right

State governments have been undermining Right to

Education. Bombay HC verdict could help bring change

KRrisHNA KUMAR

TS LIKE THE proverbial urwilling horse: You
can soameho take him to the pond, but can-
ot malke hnn drink. Our system of r:lm!n-

had resisted ¢

maor

than a decade has pa;scd since the Right to

lod\m@lhmrdumnymdscrqxlhmrﬁlmm W et the lam of (RTE) was but the
e _a i i al process had come system cont ither over i

PRk dstill — this deference to the peopl iration is Itis an Historically, it was the Brst law in
tepfarward,lraffers i dreset th { Pall

metry that had resulted from JK's dlanged sulus a5 a Union territory by Delhi in a way d great ise for

it fnalings ihe mllllnnsafl:hlldmnﬂml:haﬂm in Inéms

Inthe aftermat] civil i

ing guiestions on the democratic deficit that seems to be the perennial inberitance of JBRC
There has been no aswmhly ehection in the state-turned-Union Territory since 2014 and
thelast 2018, Blections for District ouncs werne
hedd h o of 2020, in which Delhi! 1o st the field for the emer-
gence of new political actors, hnlvmg dlﬂmmmi and relegated the state’s old leader-

ship. Al A srictere il

greater i anarmy and ehave y 1 primism, For in-

stance, the ‘Mew Central Schemse hxlndun:na! Development in Jamimu and Kashmir', an-
dim . A, yriv Rs tourism

has increased maore than two-and-a-half times to 2,11 crore last year, according to govern-
ment data, These transformations have shown up, as the CEC putit, in the people turming
their back on *hoyeott” and the “bullet” in Evour of thie *ballot™. Thie Lok Sabha clections
earlier this year saw a luam:nmg tumo\l i JR — at 58,46 pl:r cont, it was the highest in

purrems Were tlnght

despm‘ grim inter-

mentary
education and other child rights had at last
gained social and systemic acceptance. That
pleasan picture no longer [Doks ither clear
orbright.

The recent verdict given by the Bombay
High Court indicates the kind of spanners that
state governuments have thrown in the RTE's
track, That court set aside a government or-
der issued earlier this year Through this or-
dler, the Maharashira govemnment attempted
bo circurmvent a major provision thae RTE of-
fiers to chilchren of the pooser sections of soci-
ety This ey o

the last 35 years. Inan i thi fifth anmniver-
sary earlier this month, the J&# LG, Manoj Sinha, had spoken of| th:!mpan of the high

schaols toreserve one-fourth of their seats for
the poor. The Maharashtra government's or-

turmout — "People’s fxith in democracy andd they befieve is
the way forward” — while assuring that and local body elections

the elections to the Assembly, Given that key powers now rest with the
LG thy i ly gets the space that isits due.

i, too, &

der said that schools need not imple-

CINMEnt’s argument abs il ica-

stuly with the others, Quite & few wanted to
e lasses.

tion of expenditure his nule,
The other argument put forward was
about the Right to Education itsell. It was not

these bypasses.
According to mndl:m pedagugiclheury.

“absolute”inthe
tal rights ane, This logic is quite popular; what
i ising i that a state s s
ing it, thereby revealing its I.kJ( of commit-
menit toa law enacted by F asafol

thiat way, They mvnh.'d a]i Iund.i of dark pur—
tents, suchas

Icw—up toa constitutional amendment, That

pau:nllal RTE offered for an enriched class-

Totheir credit. were
its mewoll!zRTEam mnn.-yqu.nkfundn— S0 e
ultajourney  RTE's vision into classroom reality and their
maltslmllaﬁduldmn |nth|:zrsnar:hfal]|u— effort created a new kind of ethos,

tice, After the Bor
hold

Thie RTE's progress is far from reassuring,
izinal Act have denied

wedl expect similar c
practioes that are not compatible with RTEand
its guicelines,

‘When the KTE was promulbgated, it was
expected to serve as a conscience miser. The
icdea of giving v child the right tobe ata

According to modern
pedagogic theory, mixing of
children from different
backgrounds enriches
learning, Few private schools
saw it that way, They
invoked all kinds of dark

school has waited for a long time, Gopal
Krishna Golchale tricd toseck approval for i in

13
several key aspects that were intended to
make elementary education experientially
deep for children across the socio-economic
divide, The biggest failure of the system to
bive ups i RYE s visbon s in teacher training, It
has remained the weakest link in the policy
chain. About 15 vears ago, the ) § Verma
Commission, which was appointed by the

the [myperial Lesislati 191 He

milay

P ‘ot gave Chear- :urguldﬂlmesru

[ailed. RTE's approval by
was historic, but there

raiming, Our

more historic in the RTE's provisions. They of-
Fered a rich pedagegic picture of what our el-
ementary schonls should be like. RTE fumed
the tencts of progressive pedagogy into law,

scial gt wa it gave

't last lomg Interest in RTE itself has been
waning for some time now, What seemed
like a mew chapter in India's social history
now books like an aberration,

The Bombay High Court's verdict has

mient this provision if there is a

school withina distance of 1 kilometre,
Maharashtra is not the only state where

wbtmuu:cycmm upwiththiscleveridea.

OF course, tough challenges lie ahead, Cross-border terror remains a threat — @ g

, such as adj it

F
problems that EWS children

would face, They misse
aoticing the potential RTE

offered for an enriched

& environment, To

insup-

days, the theatre has moved south of Fir Fangal, to the Jammu region. A series of roports in port of its onder, One was about resources. IF

this paper eardier this month had pointed out [&K's excessive refiance an funds from the they are bed for ichi (e 11 |
tivity, power deficiency as well as i ot and o schoal, why

Centre, kow agric

laned. For change o tﬂi‘z seed, it is imperative that these concems are addressed by a gov-
emment that i and that partof

voices to be heard. The CEC
are 3,71 Laldy voters who will vete for the frst time this wear, The Centre must pay heed to
their aspirations nd anxieties to ensure that the alicnation that has haunted past genera-

tions does not become their burtden as well,

atthere

BAD WEATHER REPORT

Dealing with a warming planet will require addressing
knowledge gaps and co-relating global, natlonal and local data

HENATIOMAL OCEANIC and Atmospheric Adming redeaserd
on Thasrscay, shnws Juby ever recorded.
The Amers Dpermcus
Observatory which chocked last month as the sucund hottest july on record.
5 o thereisad ity that will
b cockerifLaNina keepsits date. However, g sty he em-
peurulr_mll!m last 12 months and eardier records, there is now near unanimity on one
thing: itory on climate change, Thi e
hastening mitigation but also plugging gaps in :Iwmscrcalmﬁ -
‘weather reporting, makdng sgriculmure clim, Thealthrare ar
Cli i i shon , While such stu-
ies are, by and large, aco obal and they tend to under-
i e Lt This makes it difficult to pl. o bocal weather va-
paries switching tocrops thatc 1l higher temg Inrecent
years, sci edanather challenge — hyper-loc Inlndia, for
instance, the IMD predicts weather at the state, district or city kevels. | Towvever,

duplicated? This argument is rnnr.zd in tI\L-

vate school for the cost of enrolling a poor
chilel, Mot the entire costwas to be reimbursed
under this new rule; it was supposed to be
equal to what the government spends per

their credit, there were some
teachers who worked hard to
rranslave RTES vision into
classrim n-n!il)' and their
cffort created a new

keind of ethos,

fior mising chil SOCiD-orn-
nomichackgrounds. [t dic this by compelling
private unaided schools to allot one-fourth of
their seats vo children from economically

uich

[ Wil oather

and Punjab also act on the verdica? In these
states, a parent can apply for the EWS cate-
gory ondy if lhcrc s no government school

weaker sectioms [EWS ). Never within Pumjaby’s injunction
a i i hizarre. Only if parents can't get admission
be ified social order. oage schoof can they take their

"This provision was neither appreciated noe
understood, It jarred with the entrenched be-

child to a private school and claim the EWS
qum,\nmm.nmsdcsigmdm protectthe

u_u'
ol th and po-

Imcal Mtp tu avoid |mplcmmtmg the EWS
mdo

liull forthe EWS chil

than et them

l\r.u schools o exdude ﬂl.' poor with the
;I:ur s helpand connivance.

The weriteris a former NCERT director and the
‘muthorof Thank You, Gandhi

ANSWERS ARE IN OUR HISTORY

On women’s freedoms, the needle of progress has not moved enough in a century

ANGELLICA ARIBAM AND AKASH SATYAWALL

MORE THAN A century ago, Indian women
actwists started campaigning for fermale so-
cial, political, and economic empowenment.
Waorking acmss rural and urban areas, they
saw that women couldn't exercise their
agency without the approval of make family
members, One of the main reasons for this
was their financial dependency on men, To
address the systemic oppression women
[aced, they put forth progressive ideas — some
of themwere far ahead of their times and are
et i be achieved,

it's becoming apparent that bliocks and kocalities within cities and distriots require infor-
maticwn oo the magnituee of heat or raindall, Delhi, for instance, witnessed its hottest july in

mal sector and recognition of unpaid house-
hubd work were key agenda items, Almaost

jparts af the city went under water after torren-
tial rain, Microclimate forecasting s a nascent field ahm'jy andarmrplm:rs itis heavily
rediant on historic doestt account for vagarics like th w Delhi.

One solution is o increase the number of meteorological stations to monitor weather
in different urhan and rural zones. in India, !h: Centre plans to set upa wiather station in
each panchayat to provide frost Anather
st develop i ion-shari i acimss national bor-
ders. Several extreme weather events — including the recent Wayanad tragedy and the
Palumnﬂnodsul!ﬂzz have the urgency late th ing of seas
with local climatic S jects under the UNRCCC's acgis — the decade-
old Lima Adaptation Knowdedge Initiative for instance — could go a long way inweather-
ing uncertainties. The world needs a better response to the growing number of foods,
droughits, forest fires and glacier boss,

18 i

PERMISSION TO FAIL

There are no performance appraisals for hobbies. That is why
they contribute more to well-being than a job

‘OBODY REALLY ENJOYS having to get aut of bed at daybrealc and schicp o

the gym,evenifit arditvascu-
lar health inky ounting cal el weigh-
ingout of*macms* But nearly every-

body enjoys pattery orany of the dozensof activities that Gl under
ﬂmbmadc.m-gury of " im.um:l crafis”, As recent research from Anglia Ruskin University
can deliver greater well-being than a job,
‘While the benefits of Im'u'lg a hobiwy, especially one that engages the creative faculties,
have long been known, at a time of global economic showdown, with many countries yet

says,

o recover from th il cost-of-living crisis of the years, how
much mental b 11-tray or scarf? 1t may be true that
P g Mt

wiher i, as much, Irnnumuttumescmaladus.

The difference lies in what therapists like to describe as “permission to fil”, To allow
onesell to perform below a certain standard may not be a great idea at the workplace, bt
thene are no performance appraisals for hobbies. No one needs o be a Pahlo Picasso or
Dayanita Singh in theirweekend pursuits, bmusnmn the skoppiest hand-painted ce-
ramic mug or blurry marment of joy and make fora
#humblebrag post on Instagram — that is the hsury of being a hobbyist,

FEE u

not moved much, The Wmlﬂ Economic

The women activists further asked for
time off during the advanced stages of preg-
nancy, six weeks' leave after delivery, and for
medical supenvision of the female employ-
ees. But these were rejected citing lack of
public support, the migratory nature of
wwkcm am:l difficulty insupervision across

i samel th
advocating for rights of women workers in
the informal sector,

It is in the economic sphere that women
will haw: m Fu;lll h.lrd ibdish her posi-

e ety

the Mational Flanning Committee, formed in
1939 by Suhha; Chandra Bose, echoed these

nppnrtumty inemployment, advocated a
il e, wosedd that -
heritance laws be made gender-neutral,
Since then, inheritance laws have been
amencled to grant wormen some autonory,
However, sorial conditioning often renders
Lanwrs Ineffiective, Women who receive egual
bmll!.‘.mnm.tv:d by lawy, ndlq)ln\gshn—
rtacks, The issue of id dh

tion," k

dress at the annual convention of the All-India
‘Women's Conference { AIWC) in 1945, The
members decided to stucly various constio-
tions, :mdpmpnmang!ui agenda to address

Forun's 2024 Global Gender
Inddia ar 142 amongst 146 munl:rll:s o ero-
nomic participation and oppartunity, Without
economic freedom, there is no freedom for
wamen. In our patriarchal society, they have
to folkowy the dictates of the male breadwin-
ners Aswecelebrate this 78th Independence
Dy and reflect on the road ahead, ket us also
turn to history for answers.

Founded in 1917, the Women's Indian

s

that aimed vanious
challm,gm faced hywmmn Smi Dﬁmnr.\.m
Hlar artic
ing the plight of women |n|:lu:|mg factory
s TF
factory workers in 1927, l'hmramvum ledto
lhanndng of night working hours for women,

The policy prescriptions.
from almost a century ago
are relevant even today, T
behoves us o reflect about
the slow progress towards
equity, The common thread
between then and now is the
opposition rooted in an
archaic mindset. It is high
time we work to fulfil the
leftover aspirations of the
visionary women leaders
from our history, Lét us not

the ¢ women.

Mehta also brmached the subjects of un-
paid honsehold work and the right o keisune
— issues that remain relevant even now, In
1946, the AW ratificd the Indian Women's
Charter of Rights and Duties. The charter had

imgz anwray with owercroeding in houses and
Fiing a mindrmurm standard for homes, ensur-

Recognition of unpaid domestic work
must not be limited to paeans about
women's resilience. There should be eco-
nomic compensation in the form of income
suppodt for homemakers, Several state gov-
emments provide a manthly financial al-
lowance to women — Gruha Lakshmi
(Karnataka), Ladhi Behna Yojana (Madhya
Pradesh}, Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thogai
[ Tamil Madu), and Lakshmi Bhandar (West
Bengal] These need to be replicated across
the country &nd indexed to inflation,

The palicy prescriptions from almost a

Y contur Itbehoes
hiouse, O i Wr o usto rmmabmumnﬂmmpmmmrds
equity.

that maternity benefits showld be part of a
comprehensive sorial insurance scheme,

now is the opposition rooted in an arnmc
mindset, It is high time we work to fulfil the

womer,
it
have noright to dispose of his entire propety
withaut the consent of his wife” and that a

leftover f the visionary women
leaders from our history, Let ws not wait for
another century to mould a betrer future,

and the Bombay Matermity Benefit Act, 1929 L% ofher  Ariby n
which gave benefits of eight woeks' wages — wait for another century to hushand's income — tobe used asshe pleases,  The Flteen: The Lives and Times of the
fourweeks each before and after delivery, mould a berter fueure, I 1947, the sub-c 1ol i Amembly
Aucust 17,1984, FOrTY YEARS AGO
et 5 TNT of the N T Rama Rao Ministry in Andhra Dielhif Onress
NTR GOVERNMENT Praceshand called the action of the Governor lin placeof O withim-
'EH}_ ANDHRA FRADESH Cowma( Ramlal, “peamcalby immmsoral and :nmutlumlly in- medlam effect, Suru;h‘s mmwal has brought
Teelugu D walid,™ criticism of
byNTRama Rmmd:mrnnm.l:ﬂyadmlnn- came from the general secretary of the
Tothe" Commris Py ahimi. & Rao 100 DEAD IN ACCIDENT

|

former finance mmlsmr N Bhaskara Ran,
Rama Rao maintained that he continued 1o
enjoy magority suppart in the Assembhy The
ovemor il the exctreme step of dismissing
the ministry s Rama Rao refused o mesign.

OreN ONTDP

THE OPPOSITION LEADERS and members of
Partiament stronghy reacted to the dismissal

TaE m

whosaid it was yet another instance of “mur-
der of demacracy™ and attributed it directly
tothe Prime Minister, Mrs Incia Gandhi,

New DPCC PRESIDENT

THE ALL-INDIA CONGRESS Committee-I's

an-
nounced that Tajdar Babar, Deputy Chairmian
of the Dethi Metropolitan Council, has been

|

OWVER A 100 persons were killed when five bo-
gies of the labalpur-Gondia passenger train
Bell dovevm from a hridge, which was repartedly
washed away in floods, into the swollen na-
har nullah on the Jabalpur-Gondia narrow
gauge line, Around 25 bodies had been fished
out from the water, the director general of
the Madhya Pradesh police, B K Mukherjee,

mld ENS,
i
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14 BIG PICTURE

YW IRUBAREATRES S AAINY

MANILAGEE, Emm[:hwuurl‘:l
winter J7° AMaster's student at a
privane university in
Bangladesh, Mir Mahfuzur
Taharan Mugdho was distribut-
g wwterr arvongg studlenst protestors in mic-
Jushy, wheen b was shot dead by the police,
Muggethio waas among hundreeds of people
whawerekilled in Bangladesh in aspanof less
thanthree weels in July-August The university
student's paani line became a mging caich-
phrase n the country's student-lod protests
against obouetas that transformed infoa pop-
ularuprising agsinst Banglackesh prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hagina, eventually leading to her
guiltting and flesing the country on August 5,
“Thee prestests = in which students played
a pivatal role in bringing down a government
thiat b been in power for more Lhan 16 yeas
— mowarke a e ulent chagter fora country that
hias hatl more than ies share of upheavals in
115 53 years & an Independent country,
Today, wall after wall carries writings,
gralTiti anc art that stand wimess towhat has
lieen a bloody battle against the authorities
— arguably the worst sinee the 1971 libera-
iy war that led to Banglacesh's Indepenc-
ence from Paldstan.

The clampdown

Hy all accounts, Hasina's authoritarian
turm carne after her win in the 2014 chections,
her second teem in power since her win in
Drecember 2008, In her first term, she had
Dien feted For bringing in poli i e
nienmic stability as the country grew at the

Amural of former

Lades bl prime minlster Sheikh Hasi

lised in Dhvaka. feaerytile

Bangladesh is a country in the throes of a transition — student-led protests, a clampdown followed by
over 500 deaths, and a prime minister de posed. From Dhaka, Diplomatic Editor SHUBHAJIT ROY
reports on the new set of stakeholders, the challenges of the regime change and the road ahead,

the most fraught since the 1971 Liberation War

=P

Interd

1 ¥unus,

In Bangladesh, has his task cut out,

emment-rumn hotels were stopped,
Progham Alo Edibar Matiur Rahanan said,
"Alter 2000 and especially after the 2014
elections, Hasina's govermment slowly and
gracuially sarted tocurh pres freedom, They
stopped ads, ;.ulrdjuum.m\l\ o thary dlied all

vt of 7 per cent. She had also cracked d
onthe far-right lamaat-e-lslami Bangladesh
T thedr alleged bmvolvement in terorist ac-
tivities directed against India. She soon
turned the screws on the BN, the principal
Opposition party that was in alliance with
the Jamaat, pursuing cormuption cases
against BNPchief IKhabeda Zia, her béte noire
and widow of former army chicf Gen Zaur
Rahman wio had plotted the assassination
of her father and Bangladesh's founder
Sheildy Mujibur Rahman,

Chver a decade, starting 2014, Hasina
tightened her hold over almost all national
Instifutions — inc Ilhllm.lllrjmhu.lry palice,

this through Iligence establish
Dhusrbong thistime, d'x cases were Hied agatnst
e et | s asked bo go to different districts
Borcoun hearings,”

Dhaily Sterr’s Editor Mahfuz Anam wrote in
acobumn an August 16, The student-ked peo-
phe's movement ioppling an astocratic gov-
ermment reminds me ol a song by Sabina
Yasmin: 'Shob koo fanala kheile doo na, ami

it gaibe bjoyer gaa | Open all windows,

wvant to sing the song of victory ). Though it
was in pradse of our Liberation War, it res-
anates i my heart today, Suddenly, we are
Fving ina world without barriers ol thought,
l\.Lmyurmsh.u! Teegotten how o speak freely.

election commission, elvil
and the media — flling them with those
aligned with her party, the Awami League,

Ins Dhaka, they say she would do 2 "DNA
test” = metaphorically, a forensic examina-
then of the individwal’s past associations. IFa
dotted line linked someone tw any of ber ri-
walls, the person would not be considered for
pests and prsitions,

Cme of Hasina's top adwisors on invest-
ments, Salman F Ralman, whe 18 now
among those arrested since the fall of the
Awwarmi League governament, is acoused of al-
legeclhy usiog Iy influence wged bank [oans
For his business group as well as for others,
“His reputation took a severe hit as many £-
milkar with ks wiongdoing described him
as ‘the father of loan delinquencies’ in
Bangladesh,” The Daily Star report said,

The miedia also came under severe seack —
major revspapers, including Te Oy Sorard
Prothom Ak, Goed the brunt, Soon, e e

Wie e alwvarys it I\enm:‘]:nl!mpu: our

ile phane in it Decase
ol Ihr survellance regime that we Hved un-
der. Sell-censorship became embedded in
our subconscious,

Her erities say Hasina made the party
about hersell and her family, prajecting
themselves as the sele contrituator o the lib-
eration of Bangladesh,

Prof Tasneem Siddiqul, prolessor of pe-
Htical sclence In Dhaka University, saud, "She
Trach this kargusage = mmy fathes, my Family and
L. every speechol hees. . theve was mowe'
I hver languiage.

BNP leader Emran Saleh Prince said,
“ihe portrayed ber father as the mahanmk
[supser hers), an ryene else as miah
damal {menster ).

How it all began

It was in ehis hackdrop that the quota
protests — againg reservation in jobs and ed-
e I for descendanes ol free-

dissent shrank, govemment

werecutoff, .ml!.u:rﬁu.||I1r1m|-<M|er| (]

Office and s events were allegedly blocked,
Cne ol the top editors of a popular daily,

dom fighters — took place, By the end of [uly,
at least 150-200 people were ldlled in clashes

papular among a large section of students,
They say that In most universities, students
wouldn'tgetabed or aroomwithout belng on
thes pight side of the Chiatra members,

Amibed peports of Indiseriminare fring at
protesters andd common people, the toll mse,
Graffiti on the walls of Dhaka memoralised
the new 'martyrs’ — amang them a four-
year-old girl and Mahfuzur Ralman
Mugelho, the youth whowas shot dead while
distribarting water on the streets.

O Auguist 3, Arrmy el Walr-uz-Zaman
called o meeting of sendor efficers — while
generals and officers based in Dhaka at-
tended in-person, those who were posted
oueside Bhalea atterded by video conferenc-
ng. In the meeting, a woman officer from
ouitside Dhaka raised the issue of children
being killed, That day, the message to the
Aoy top brass from their ovn officers was

ASPIRAL OF EVENTS

JUNE 5: Protests erupt over quota
for descendents of “freedom

MIDE-JULY: Protests urn vialent
after then PM Sheikdh Hasina
compares protesters with rzakars

chear: they cannot fire ar their own people.

Frewen there on, events mrmelled ata raplkd
pace: more protests and deaths followed an
Masgust 3-4, the protesters Haonged the streets
ol Dhaka on August 5 defying curfew onderm
andl the Avmy drew the line at firing on the
protesters. Eventuably, Hasgina was left with no
cholee but o make a hurried exit, Having
Landed in Dethi and denied refuge in the UK,
she plans o stay in India as long as it takes,

"This was the first Gen Z revolution,”
Hizhana Subtan, a private university student
b bser 20, said as she painted graffit on the
wlls at Bigoy Soronl, where a golden statue
of Sheikh Mujib was brovght down,

Meree mayhem folbowed The police —un-
il thenthe face of the state machinery — faced
the brunt as police stations were burnt and
personnel beaten up. The mob also sttacked
haouses of Avarmi League deaders and theirol-
fices, pro-Hasina government media houses,
and the Indian cultural centre, which was
Toated and bumt dosn, Reportsof attacks on
minarities were also reported,

At the Dhaka airport immigration, this
correspondent heard police officers dis-
cussing how they have had 1 come (o the
alrport in plain clothes, The law and order
system had completely broken down,

"Simce there were no pollcemen at the
pelice stations, some of these miscreants got

guest house — awhite colonial-era building
meant for state guests, While the PM's resi-
dence 15 sl belng repalred and renovated,
with the students working on restaring and
recovering the looted ems, he formed
mew Cabinet of "advisors”,

Tarallehy,a ‘chean-up' of the systerm has be-
Bun, Sinee August 5, many of the olficlals seen
as aligned to Hasina were lorced bo resign —
thechviel justice, topfficials in the police, anmy
and civil service Mary stepped down on their
oty Ths Awarl League keaders, misarmwhile,
e gone into hiding and ahit L ol intelles-
nusals have alss been circulated. Many spoke
oy The frnclican Express ancl saked that their lives
and that of their famidlles were In danger,

What next for Dhaka?

The interim government under Profl
Yumus, meamvhile, had started asserting it-
sell, Tam absolutely amazed how Yunus
serting his Independence, He has the confi-
dence, he has theauratotell the anmy o back
ol BNP leader Abdul Moyeen Khan said,

Mex Counts, who has worked with Yumms,
84, foor decades as co-founder of the Grameen
Foundation,saiel, “Yunus iseages o inspire and
empaower the next generation of poliicians,
political parties, andd keaders. He believes that
thve ol guarnd needs to step aside and male
vmrrm new ideas .1|u|||nw lm:h'l'i wehoywall be

.u Tree run, They took ad and looted

War of 1971, At least 150-200
peaphe were killed by end of juby as
protesters clash with police

AUGUST 4: Protests escalate, more
than 100 people killed. Protesters
gihve acall for people to mareh o
Dihaka on August 5

AUGUST 5: Defying curfew onders,
crowds throng the streets, As
protesters mareh towards 'M's
residence, H.lilru Mees

between the protesters and the police,
Besiches the police, the govemament un-

AUGUST B: Nobel winner

who Nvmw:mllllnn ol 4 |:|rmymu\-' sai
that e fine day, they b I‘Ip—

dwed the Chivatra League, the

thoms in all government offices, iy
and enlbeges, Anmiy estabfishiments, and s\w

Leaguie students™wing, onthe protesters. Given
their chout, the Chhatra Lesguewas alreadly -

¥ a8
head of interim government

the b, especially vulnerable minorities
said Kishore Kumar Rew, an advocate and a
Hindu minaeity leader.

Revenge became the order of the day, On
August 16, a BNE Ieacker announced that if
any tebevision channel or newspaper aired
of pubdished plotures of Hasina, they would
b set an five”, His logic was that carlier, dur-
ing the Hasina regime, photographs of
Tarique Rebuman {Khaleda Zia's son) could
st be publishecl.

The interim government led by Prof
Muhammad Yunus, who took over on
Agust 8, has tried o set the house in order,
Yumass urged students oensure that minori-
ties are not targeted, The Daily Stor quoted
Fidm as saying "You have been able o save
the country, Can't yous save some Gimiles 7

Soom. he got down bo buginess at Jamuna

the past”

Counts calls Yunus hmh a hig-picture
and the details guy”, *1 have worked with
il for A0 years now, and he s very de-
manaling at times, but be is also forgheing if
you ke mistakes, He is especially forgiv
ing of emerging young leaders who are
comamdtted to bearning from thelr mistakes,*
e savie,

Despite the formidable reputation he
brings to the table, Yunus faces the daunting
sk ol rebuilding the counery's political setup
inashort span of time, He has the unenviable
job of beading an army-backed govermment
whibe nanvigating dermands from the student-
peaple alllance, which has, since the protests,
emerged as a dominant pressure group,

Bt Counts secmed confident that J)’unusn
wars i fo the task, a5 he called him “an incre-
mentalist by nature”. "He understands that

[rexgress st oftern resud froo making small
steps Inthe ight direction every day, His main
tquestion seerms o be, are we dobsg at beast 2
lieehe better thamwe did yesterday,” he sad,

Avevitalised Opposition, led by the BNP,
Tas been holeling meetings, and is getting on
the streets, Although weakened after a
decade-and-a-hall of being crushed by the
Hasina regime, it lexed its muscles on
August 15, prevalling upon the interim gov-
ernment to cancel the natbonal mourming
chary s miarle the day Mugib was assassinated,

The Jarmaast-e-Sslami, which was de-reg-
Astered in 2013 and was banned on August
1 {at the peak of the protests | is also cyeing
areturn, Mia Golam Parwar, secretary gen-
eral of Jamaat-e-lslami, said, "We have
asked the interim government to nevoke the
ban order”

Then there is another player in the mix:
neighbour Indla, whicl has been quiethy and
watrity watching the transition of the country,

Haskna'scrvtics view India as heronly ally
aned benefactor, ane which supported her
during her 16-year rube and where she has
o sought refuge,

BNP leadier Abdul Moyeen Kham sald,
“tather than inststing and sticking to the no-
tian by a segrment of [ndians that their policy
towvards Bangladesh was correct and should
be pursued mone vigorowsty even after the

pathetic ouster of the despotic Awam|
| eague Regime in Bangladesh, it is high time
for them b reconcile with the realtity on the
ground in Bangladesh and reformulare i,
Otherwise India will continue to be side-
tracked by Bangladeshds like in other coun-
tries i the South Aslan region,”

A Banglackeshi anabyst said that some bit
of anger towards Hindus is also because of
the anger tewards Indda and Hasina, “.that
these Hindus have ket her in power, along
with Inclia," she said.

Bt for o, Inclia has its hands tied,
Whilke it is hosting its “preferred partner”, it
alao has to deal with the new players in the
neighbourhood,

In his first meeting with the Indian High
Comumiissiomer in Dhalca, the
ment's lorelgn affalrs achvisor Touhid Hossxin
conveyed that Bangladesh wants o work
closely with Endia 1o promote bilateral rela-
s bt addded that deposed premier Shelkh
Hasxina's public statements lrom [ndia are
"noit conduchae” wwards that,

Frothom Alo Editor Rahman said, "If
Hasina i active politically from Indian sedl,
there would be an impact on bilateral rela-
tinns... this has been comeyed (1o ndia) by
the Bangladesh government,”

Hack in Dhalka, the path ahead appears
tricky, As Ashikur Rehman, a political ana-
Iyst, said, "The role of the Interm govern-
ment is critical. They must focus on compre.
hensive insritutional reforms focusing on
strong Institutional checks and balances,
They must rid institetions of partisan bias,
bring in areferendum ona song sccounta-
bility-focused constivution and introduce a
et Himit of fur years and two terms for
the prime minister.,, In short, we must re-
e thee fangs from a draconfan sae”

Counts, a long-time associate of Yunus,
says, "Yumus believes in the power of creat-
ing social fiction — that if you think a social
probdem can have a selation, sven I itsounds
Taghy implansibile, mayhbe by talking orwrit-
ing about it, you can plant the seed in the
mind of a young innovator, or groups of
young innovatars, who can work for decades
te make it a reality.”
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| OUR TAKE |

State polls, with
national fallout

They will test the INDIA blocs cohesion, and

the NDA's mettle against a strong Oppaosition.
In J&K and Haryana, they will be an informal
referendum on the Centre's decisions

he announcement of assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), and Haryana
might have come just months after the
general elections but the contours of the poll
narrative are likely to be entirely different —with
significant local and national ramifications,

Nationally, the impact is lkely to be twolold.

One, thisis the beginning of a string of assembly
polls that will also involve Maharashten, Jharkhand
and Delhi = o]l regions where the Bharatiyva Janata
Party (BJP) is up against strong Opposition
coalitions. Its reverberations, therefore, will be feltin
Delhi where the party is dependent on allies for the
frst time in a decade. Two, these elections will be
Just as important for the Opposition coalition
because though it fought the Lok Sabha as a unified
bloe, both J&K and Haryana will likely see individual
parties in the fray, The results will determine the
balance of power In the national Opposition bloc and
shape the bargaining power of the Congress, which
still rules only three states on its own.

InJammu and Kashmir, the polls are the first
electoral exercise in the erstwhile state in a decade.
Since 2004, the region. already among the most
volatile areas in the world, has undergone tectonic
changes. It has seen the collapse of its state
government, the controversial Imposition of the
Governor's rule even as two parties rushed 1o Raj
Bhavan to lay claim to power, the landmark-but-
polarising abrogation of Article 370 and the
bifurcation of the state into two Union Territories,
and the near-curfew mnditmm in the Valley that
Siw mak m politic d d amd political
activity suspended. Five years have passed since the
abrogation but Kashmiris have voted in only one
major election, that too three months ago. The
UT polls, therefore, will be an informal referendum
on the Centre's decisions and a test of whether its
stated objectives — unification, curbing terror, and
boosting development — have worked. In Jammu
oo, there are signs that the inidal enthusiasm
around the abregation has dimmed as terror strikes
have spiked over the last two vears and authorities
have scrambled to ensure adequate security.

Expect thomy questions about the controversial
delimitation process and the recent expansion of the
lievtenant governor's authority to feature as
prominemtly as local issues of development. More
than In any other election, local identity and pride
will feature as a key poll narrative. If the elections are
free of vinlence and see a spontaneous tumout, it will
bee in itself — irrespective of the results — a triumph.
The Centre has promised that statehood will follow,

Though Haryana is next door to Delhi, its politics
are a world apart, Here, the general elections saw a
neck-and-neck barte between the BJP and the
Congress, Here, the government's controversial
short-service scheme in the armed forces, Agnipath,
is likely to play a big role in shaping the electoral
narrative, as will old cleavages of caste and agrarian
discontent. The BIP-led government has survived a
tumultuous year where the chief minister was
abruptly changed after an ally, the Jannayak Janata
Party, pulled out. and will battle anti-incumbency,

The 2024 polls threw up surprising results and
vigorous debate around evolving political dynamics
based on the shifting sands of caste, economic
distress and asplraton. The elections in Harvana
and J&K will beits first real test,

| THIRD EYE }
Barkha Dutt

Arape, a cover-up,
and a mysteriously
powerful principal

In the Kolkata rape, and its
attempted cover up, every
Indian woman sees a shade of
her own reflection, either from
an experience already lived, or
the dread of one just around
the corner

Ike milliens of Indian women, Fam

angry, sad, exhawsted and hamed 1

am hounted by thc th uugh! of o

VORITIE WNTLE

of wark, posibly by mc!lsnr Kmiw,

I canmot shake off the oyl ng

dhetalls we now know about (e itlon of her
corpse. Found half naked, her legs were
wrenched open and she was bieeding pro-
fusely, Inchiding from lver private parts ond
Bl her eyes. Her body was badly scarred from
head o toe. Doctors are convinced this evi-
dence points w0 m ging rupe. These detaily have
boen shared by hor father wio had 10 plead
thinee hours before he was allowed o see his
daughter's hody.

He took a photograph s prool. Imagine
Betiangs that fnther, Imugine thist being the last
ey you have of yaur child

What has unfolded in the RG Kar Medical
Coliege in Kolkat = the rape and munder ofa
young doctor — s i horific iustration of insti-
rutkaral misogyny and malevolence. And if it
at all possible wo think anything could be worse,
well, what has happened after the rape has
been even more repilsive. Coverup sitempls
Bivve compoundied the crime,

To undirstand (ds case, we have 10 speak
abaut a man called Sandlp Ghosh, the (now
removed) principal of the medical college
wivere s nupe took place.

Flrst, ns thecopiodn of the ship, he s answer-
alke for the Fact he assault took ploce at
ull, expecinlly vincy doctars have argoed that

Akl b ot U work of ae outsider; but s nside
job An culsiler, it has boen pain ad cul by doc-
s, would not have cven knawn about the
whermbouts of (e seminar hall, where the vies
A v resting after o 36-haour shift, Protesting
doctons say that the wictim's car was also van.
dalised on the night sle was raped and killed,
Was sheallenced for knowing something?

Ghash Is answerable for the rape toking
Mlace an his waich, But what he does next is
astounding. Im his initin] remarks, he blamed
Ik wormar, He Bailiec ber for being in the sem-
imar hall ot that tme of night, in e worst sort
of victim-shaming and vietim-tlaming,

I that callowsness wos not cnoagh, officists
af the BG Kar Medical Coliege ed to the family
and said their daughier e died by suicide,

L

This wits ailright aml ur i

W
P
s

e p : 'mﬂ#uullwﬂmuhm

Flrst, wly

ating with the I.muly’ Secondly, he can't !elgl
igntrance of whit the fun iy vus told, Famnily
tierabers havee now bl doctors Ut they weee
offersd maney by the palice, for silence,

Shockingly, though he later clsimed the
young doctor wis 1ike his doughier, Ghogl did
ned even fle o compladnt. Why were the police
ned sumemoned immedingely? Wiy wos an FIR
not registered For murder and mpe that very
wight? Even the Caleutta high court (HC) has
now raiged s very question aboul his behav-
four.

These hizrme responses were magnified by
suspicions. of evidence tampering, A novation
video surficed showing mutine construction
and repair work mking place very close @ the

WHAT MAKES
GHOSH SO POV
4l

AMID CONTROVERSY BUT
ALWAYS MANAGES TO
COME RIGITT BACK

erbme scene. Did Ghosh ot think o rluglence
thie aren for Forensics? Or v thio otire kdea
far the evidence ta be lrretrievabile?

You would think Ghoah would ot the very
Renst b scked, right? Guess whot happens
instead. He Is transferred s the heod of
another medleal eollege. Studenis of this col-
lege, Calcutin Natiohal Medical College
FENMC), ernered that his office wa locked ard
il ot albow bim Le start his new glg Butwiy
was he given another job within hours of his
resignation? Kot just that, West Bengal media
reported how two Trinn mool Congress [TMC)
politiciuns — n legishator ondla stade minister —
arrived at CNMC to tadk to students and urge
them 1o call off thelr protests against Ghosh.

What makes Ghosh so powerful? He has
been transferred three tmes in the past seid
controversy but always manages W oome
back. Students and dociors speak of him os
sane soat of local malicao whom it was ingos-
siflabe o take oo, It has finally inken the HC w0
hawve Itm sacked, but ot before uskdng whya
government lawser was sent 1o defend him.

Dther quesiions are mounting oo,

Wha senta mob of thugs o assault protest-

g doctors wl RG Kar Medical Collegs on the
v of [nde pendence Day?

The mursing sta T has tobl us that the mod
thirewtened to rape them o the sime wiy as the
wictim hoal been vidlated, Youns lemile doctons
1 spoke 1o sald the police lod, leaving them o
fienwd for thomselves, They siw mobsters broak-
ing everything in sight, including destroying
Hue emergency room, They e an o)
arnbalanee, They saw men climbering up e
and walls 1o try and enter hosiels.

The police failure is evident, imespective of
whao thise mobsters are revealed to be, Women
howe 10 bantle o thousand demons w pursue
professtonal dreams, If thelr ploce of work &
also unsafe, fewer women will beincentivised
o joim the workforoe,

In the Kolkats rape. and its attempled cov-
er-up every Didian woman sees o shade of her
wwn reflection, eliher from an experience
alrendy Bved, or the dresd of oee just around
thecomet,

Bark fua Dear i o owvanr ot fgg
Jovermleat aind awwihor,
Tae wigwa exprassnd ars persanal

Films as representations
of history & social reform ?

aheral. s Hindl (ilm belng streamed
on Netflix, fcrionalises a Gujaragl
docu-novel by Ssurabh Shah that
carries the same name. Both “semk-
Netons™ are corstructed (roam exlseng docs-
mhitary accounts and evidence of the sow-fa-
myoars Muofaria Lﬂd C.ut ol 1862 and the n.l]-
e stury of il

Karsondas !.ianm .'. B‘meml.\rwv uirur
author \V

M \ll ARA, \ill\ll}l IlI M

vnﬁhu.l\luwcranm strifie aver soime nlu.ul pm
loguing the Mahvara) Libef Cuse in Bombay (now
Ml of course). To my b, Bl resonaies
with what eminent histortan Romiks Tha|\ar
hai been arguing albout itre-religioes confl

across history, efien \-Joh-mum[

spelt Karsondas) Mulll (Mull |s his I.lllu:r ]
mamie and nat smame), An othe rwise superfi-
cial puchio-visual spectndle, read between the
Frames, provides us with some crucial
imsights in o the pantleon of porr and
poditics in religion. besides the play of
sectnrian conflicts on the mosaic
chiess board of Hindu rineals. previdl-
g them as ilso now,

The filmalso depices the dec
of reguiation camouflaged a5 relorm,
which keeps the ststus quo {patnar-
«chy) intict. Entrenched within srethe
dogmatic domalns ol soda H
mradivons we celebride as pornimpara. b 13
mlches, Maharal is aconiemporary flm Az the
time of 15 relense, enough babas (call them
mrabants of mekargls) were behind bars for
thvedr el and lmoogal acts In thedr astiraims,
Around the same time, 121 poor women ind
children dicl is 1 sengebos munner & p g
(i tal preaching) in Uitar Pradesh’s Hath:
s, Mahar) bs an ongolng phenomenon, as
andhie and shatten have beena staple for Indian
popular cingmn.

I the Karsondas Mulfi centenary volame,

Amrit
Gangar kel

dvnm Uve. Even after Karsundas's legal vie-
tory, Pushti Margi Valshnova navedis kept oper-
ating an horermy, as the minutes of the general
meeeting of the Kachhi Blatias at New
Malal Mahajon Wod (KaPbadevi) very
condidly reveal. (Bhatia Mahajan
Sabha no Heval. published by Mulji
Vidyaman Thackersey, Union Press,
Mumbai. 1868, in Gujarali). In the
myeeting held on July 24, BE66, a mem-
ber openly tlks about makarels
in sambhog |
wilh women devotees, married and
unmiarried. in havedss, The fm avolds
such dstarical refercnces. Though i generad-
Ises, what we see lsthe parteular community
of Halai Bhotlas, huiling from arcund the
reglon of Janiagur.
Neverthebess, 1t nadges us fobook retrospec-
tivelyinto the sociak-relgious reformist m'uwn
of Edia g ci which, in fact, issuly

instance, NT's Bengali-language Chandidas
19325 was about e legemndary Bih-centuny
r.sjdl Valshnavite post. Puran Bhagat (in
Hi 1033 wan about the mythicel Punjabi
prince-sint b PFC's MarathiHindi Dhar-
sracitria (E35), Bal Candlarva essayed the e of
Sant Eknath, who became an outcast thanks to
theevil machinations of o maknt (this was the
anly male mle Gandharva played in his entire
curcer) Sant Tekanam (Moraihl, In B36) wis
about the I7th-contury slnt-poet who led a
major emancipaiory movement ngainst Brmh-
manical caste domiration. Thise wine all path-
becaking BEW sound films. The 1952 Tamil
anguage (Mim Paresakibd i still cited as an
example ol cinematic representtion of
seal rumpage and superssivion, The film still
resolutely provides us with the broac context in
which suclovlﬂlgnms reformation films were
made. Severa] such films can be foand in Mali-
yabum and Konnada. oo,

The Isband city of the 15505 remadns unex-
plored I Makura), whilel eoobd have ivoled it
a8 the container of the histoele event, Most ol
lita architectural hier tage still exists in the Kol
Bidesk :

Lending film production companies such a5
Prabhat Fiim Company (PFC) and New Thea-
tres (NT) rebeased bilingual (Marathi-Hindi,
Bongai-Hindi) films that were m<comprehend-
ing the reformist Bhakti Movement. For

otz
with many Hindu temples that retain their gor-
geows architectural elon, | call this unigue dis-
trict of Bombay, & Hindu Vatican. The exact
whereabouts of ono of Karsandas's by wit-
me=scs i ggiven by Vbl (the wife ol the maka-

| EDITOR'S PICK |

raaj in Mahariai) when Karsandas meets her in
Ber havefi. The address, written in Gujarati. on
a slip of paper she gives to Knrsandas is “Pra-

sh Chamartyw, near Banduo Ko thiara's shop,
second house from right, Kumbharwado.” The
still-existing Kumbharwada was then o sprawl-
g paotters” colony. Dhériv came up later in

1654,

Thiere are two difering opinkons about Kar-
sandas’s place of birth. In his memolr (13G34),
author Mahkipatram Ropram Nikanth men-
tions Vadal, sear Mabiso in Gujarat, but he is
unsure about i, On the other hamd, Motiwala
m:;?::lnl!y el s it |s Bornbay whene Kar-

was born. Micharg begins with Vacal
and nat Bombay, The location, b the Alm,
shalfis o Bomlay b 1842 when Korsandas was
ten years old. This mavement of history is
dtrownied i the ubdguitous drone, Acording o
Motiwula, between 1838 and 1843, K:lrwrlrln-l
studied in the Primary Vernacular School. At
tha end of the film, as [T they were an epliogue,
documentary images of the real Karsandas
Moulji, Dadsbbai Naoroji. Bran Daji Lad and
others. as well the newspapers Rasi Goftor
(Truth Seeker). hrw Prakash (Light of Tm:h]
and the buildingsf rhe:a“wrmcomn e
bay. come to s as only o Hmiping pandmort
failing tosave the film's necessary historici
However, what ks remarkable s Bhabhu,
widow, wh makes the winning entry into Lhe
conrtrodm, £5a witness n lavour of Karsandas,
I sarne serse, she i e s Kacha, wla
seores 0 hattrbel i the game of ericket. s tae
setise of socinl ostracisation, both ane untouch-
able in the enste-ridden, hierarchical society,
bl youe cony't fgnove them, They cun chisnpe the
balance,

At Gagr (2 @ Mambai-haved aithor,
varutorapd hivtorin,
Thwt views expironsd one personal

[ ANOTHER DAY |
Namita Bhandare

11 ahe wanted at the end of o
A6-hoir ahilt wos to rest. Since
Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College

andd Hespitnt doos not have such o
designated space for doctors, she did what
the othersde, find o guict place fora nap —
I this case, 3 seminar ball,

The complete factsare yet 1o emenge but
the sutopsy report makes for groesome
rending. There is evidence that she was
coped and then kiked The pollce have
arrested aclvlc volumeer, Sajiy Roy,

Flawed responses to rape
underpin Kolkata case

Hioww i he access the serminar hn T Was
T alomie? Mo coulkd there ive becn sich
A maar secariey Bipse? Whi ks res pansibie
fior o safie work environment for afl medical
stafl’? How o you explain the callous phome
call regeived |y lver parents informing them
thetr dwanlrt hiad died by sulcide?

The Calcutta high court has ordered o
Central Burean of Investigation (CBT) probe
amnal, hopefully, we should now have some
semblance of professionalism, (I not
answers.

Beyand the detailsiof this crime. there i
i horrible sense of dejhva, Already, they'ne
calling the 5E-vear-oid duate docos
the "second Nirbhays” in s sort of lazy
shorthamd that reminds os that, 12 years
Rater, weare hewring the same sory

Perhaps, the Faull Hes in assaming thit
oy was domee afler the law was chunged
£ 2001, That we didnt peed o dothe hard
work with bove and men 1o chonge sit
tudes. That we need to start secing women
&8s empowered citizens and nod hapless
creatures whoneed protection.

Pertaps. the fult Bes inhow we respond.
channelling dur anger ngainat some rapes
bt ignoring the child tn the sham, the Dalia
girls in Hathras and Unnoa, Wee howe turned
raps intn sport b score paints, Those whe
shrugged off the violation of an eight-year
obd Muslim girl in Kathua are directing
Ehelr ouimage iowands Mamata Banerjee.

Perhaps, the fault Hes with 2 State that
believes some rapes are less heinous than
others. So, the men serving a e séntence
For murder and the gang rape of Hilkis B

walk out of jail after serving 14 years,
Another raplst "Baba” Ram Bahim, sen
tenced w M vears in Jail. 15 aut on his eighth
furlough in three years.

Perhaps, the fault fies in our aflure to
pecognise the raphd I8 not just & deranged
siranger, Sexual nssoull takes Mace al
sporting federations, in offices. in schocls
and concliing chassen, and by husbands, Bul
lsese wre the rupes we domn't inlk aboual.

I hve o0y chouitst st Jusstice will be served
In this enese. The makn accused, [ike the con-
victs in the December 2002 gang ta pe nd
murder, is expendable. Tewill take time to
#o through the legnl process lrom consic-
thon tappest bt i his guili s essabished,
it will happen.

Crur blood Tust satisfied, we will go back
1nlhe|1uunrssofm‘ﬂ(ndhhznul 10 PKice
the everyday misogyny and the et that
women are notsafe anywhere. notat home
and certainly not at work.

Nummira Bamdione wrires om pesder,
The: views erpressed are persanal

HFsediton offer abook recommendation every Saturday, which provides histary,
comtest, and halps piderstand recent niws evenls

FREEDOM AND THE CONSTITUTION

Ths: British rule over India ended in 1947 aller an
th-cobon|id strugghe spanning around & century.
The Indian anti-colonial movement was among
nmuymmimhnlllbluhmm This weck, we
Hipin Dosgpta’s Logifis-

g the Revndu tion: Indlie and e Contirurion qfrk
Tomrcoferty. This book explores the wnigque promises,
chillenges, and contradictions of the sk of giving
Intitutional farm fo the audacious ke of frsedom
thrt the antkcolonial morvements generated.

Teis also an nccount of India’s Constination-mak-
g, The book mwﬂmmﬂmmw?ﬁw-mb-
nﬂhl(mmmdm through a synthesis

conirist o the lu.rmuallnnm constimurional |ern-

piades derived from the Eritish, It explores the anme-
nilsm futures imagined during decolonzation and n
alfiers i understandiing ol Use present crisis of that Sdm!lpbn Dasgupta
o, 14
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The “Reclabm the Kight’ protest in Kolkata on August 14, About 500 meters away, a meb vandalived the R.G. Kar Medical College and Hoapital, where a trainee doctor was raped and musdened. Sisanass CraTTERAE

THE Hspt

GROUND ZERO

Violence and
vigil in Kolkata

The brutal rape and murder
across the country out on the s

Shrabana Chatterjee, Moy

atrainee doctor inskc

Trigger warsing: This article has diseurbing de-
taalls bt vape and murder.,

t the stroke of the midnight hour, on

the eve of India’s 78th Independence

Day, tens of thousands of women gathe

ered across the strects of the country,

Wil unger that bubsbles up only after a
thiey protested the brutal n
trainee doctor in Kolk
Medical College and Hospdial
s ouirage was not just about th 1'I‘|IIIL' but
bout the Lrger lack of safety of women and
s across Indis ere there are more than
& every day on average, as per the Natlon-
al Crime Mecords Bureaw data of 2022, A com-
rivoi fefriln was: "What freedom do Indian wo-
mien reslly have?
On August 14, WhatsApp was looded with
message Ing women o gather ar midnight
across different cities, The protesters ma |n_hv11
torchants of “Reclalm the

to the fact thar the 31
attacked {n the mickd n.hl wi I\'
shee was taking Illljﬂ'ﬂi o

violence and for gender equality, A least 50
predest marches have been held sinoe the inck
dhent on August 9,
For many, the mass demons
it of 2002, Then te
wha had stepped ou i was raped
wrchiered In New Die hisi 1iso, thi
sands took 1o the streets demanding justice
for the victin, as well as safe public spaces.
' incldent (as the
Dethi is often referred to) o
years ago,” sald Indrant Banerjee, 2 s
gz a T-shirt with “Femini
%, she was protesting at Kolkat
s vyt hdngg changed stnee then?®

18 Were
i yOurg we

HF aFed

Golng o the M
That night, hundreds of |>w1JI|.' Imludlng doe
tors, gathered ouside th
lege and Hospital too, in pead Hu
wever, a few minutes past midnight, mq\ !n-m
broke out. A mob of about 100 |5l"H|1|l‘ tore.
through the police barrlcades erected outside
and ehasec away ors who were alsout 1o joln
the midnight ma
Ac mnlllu. o witn
el young men
They smashed m equipme
kors, broke hospital beds,
vers demanding justice for thee victim, w
been put up on the gate of the emergency wing.
It was in the seminar hall on the fourth foar of
the same bullding that the trainee doctor had
been sexually assaudted and killed on Agus
Ten
nallsts se
graduate 1
o IJIIMI[II any o
Turniture against the door of the room to pr et
thiee et froan barging in
“When the mob entered the premises, we ran
for our Hves,” he recalled, “We were unabile to

the mob comy h‘lﬂ
» went on 1l Lt

Ine! Iutl

inciddent
muurul 12

shee thent

INDRANI
BANERJEE
Soclal wndker

*agovernment hospital in the city has brought people
reets in outrage, The incident shows muliple lapses by the hospital

Iministration and the West Bengal police. It also exposes the terrible conditions in which trainee doctors work.
Som, and Shiv Sahay Singh report on the incident and its aftermath

contact many of our friends. Those men did ot
spare patients or dociors; they beat everybody
up: We didn't recognise any of them,”

As chaos enswed, a person in the crowd shout-
e ar the female doctors gathered there: "The
girls should return to thelr hostels b ely,
It s changerous out here.”

Ouslcde the hospital, the police used tear gas
shiglls 1o disperse the mob, much Hke n 2002,
Several personnel were injured in the clash, The
pungent smell of wear gas lingered in the alr
arcund the hospital as the mob tried (o regroup
an seve ersections of K oadl,

The siation was defused a couple of ho
later when the Kolkata Commissioner of Police,
Vineet Kamar Goval, arrived with o Linge con
gent of police and Raphd Action Force personnel.
“What has happened here is bee of & mali-
cious media campaign against the Kolkata Pol-
wal alleged,
ours after the incident, the Kolkaa Police
med on sockal media thar the scene of crime
had not been tampered with, “Don't spread fake
news, We will take legal action,” the police |
dbe posted on X, This sparked more anger on so-
clal media, One user posted, “Find the raplsts,
murderers and the goons and take legal action
{rather) than issuing threats online.” By the night
of August 16, the State Police had arvested 25 pe
ople for vandalism at the hospital

o

No room o nest
Om August 9, afte

gruelling ours of duty,
the female doctor, & second prostgradi
trainee o he chest department of R.G. Kar Med-
leal College amd Hospital, had gone to the semi:
nar hall at about 2 a.m, to take a break, sald the
Tormer principal of the hospital, Dr. Sandip Ku-
mar Ghosh. Many departments do not have de-
slgnated on-duty reoms for doctors o rest after
long hours of work, several doctors sald, This
leaves them with no cholee but 1o sleep in patient
beds, walting rooams, or empty halls.

The previous night, the train
spoken to her parcnis on the plmlu
g splrits as usual,” they said

On the morning of August 9, her semi-naked
boddy was fourd on a blue mattress In the semi-
mar hall, 1t bore mul jurd

The gate u! thir emenge ncy bullding of the R.G. Kar Medical € mlme and
Hospitad, which was foreed open by the miob, SHRARANA CHATTEREE

il assaule anc ormuare,

AL IO, m., the victm's pan ecelved a
call from an assistamt supertntendent informing
e that thelr daughier was umwell.

“My wile started crying Inconsolably, She sus:
pected that something grave had happened w
our daughten,” the v I bl

After an agonising
call 22 mimtes kuer,
trainee doctor had died b
pltal premises. The sh
the Bosplial,

The inquest report, which was prepared at
440 pum, on August 10, at the direction of the Ad-
ditional Chief Judi Mugistrate, Sealdah, re-
venled gruesome detalls of the incident. It polnt-
edd to 10 injuries on the victim's body including
Bleecling from: the vaging, both eyes, and mouth;
andd njuries on the face, neck, nails, right hand,
el stow
st itiesty w e Cabeutta High Courn dis
mancding a probe by the Central Burean of Inves-
tiggatdon (CAI), the parents sabd that they were not
allowed 10 their daughter’s body for three

ide within the hos:
s rushed o

ks i v to prepiare for NEET alter we

et our MBS degrees. We get paled 250,000
1

onth i work lomg Towrs B horrible

condhitlons,
Fur woar poiprasuate (1 sinee doctor

force, When asked
Kolkata

had any association with th
about the Job profile of the accused, i

Police Commissioner merely sald, “Tous, he ls a
criminal of the hghest order®,
Even after the arrest of Roy, thene has be

mulple people m:
lrnrmwnlhr Iwmlu

have been involve
nature and exte

People began sharing tlw names of doctors of
the R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospital as
some of the ether accused, online. Soon,
formatbon was rife. The family of a medical lntern
Fromm a village in West Bengal was foreed to lodge
i police coany when his name began doing
the rounds as an accused person,

“Rumours are being loated that someone ks
assoclated with the crime. He s ern and
comes froma n-.ull;\Lmr .+ This ks patly
nat on the basis
tern. It is against my conscience, 3
aldidiadd that the police never sabd that there wa
o person involved in the crimee, Sc
wnl-'ln e requires time, he added,

Misinformation is mll the only problem on-
line. Many d
Videos of the v

i me
Slnce August 9, postgraduate tralnee doctors eves
rywhiere have decided to stop work and seek jus:
thee for the victim and securdty for doctors in hos-
pitals, Medical services across several hospitals in
Wi v been severely affected, Despite
s from the government, the tralnee doe:
tors have refused to resume work,
Ot averagee, nearly 2 Lkl pathents visit the out-
ruli:-nt nivmnnwun (OPD) and 12,000 pathents
/ il in
b hos about
n the OPD

1
nckmilis 245 patients dall
ate, people have be
thence with the disruption of o
sinch have stirted holding demonstrations umdle
Srate-run health facilities, With the posigradunte
nee doctors on strike, the Stae is inding i
cule 1o keep hospitals functional

The anger of medics personned s not cone
fimed 1o Kodkata, The Indian Medical Assoclation,
the largest organdsation of medical staff in the
country, has announced a nationwide sirike from
August 17 10 August 18, Most hospital depant-
losed in both public amd private

st t sadd. Only essential ser-
vices will remaln operation,
Far away from the pro

s, i the suburbs of

hours and alleged that the delay was tomal.

Kolkata, | lists have been flocking 1o a quict

hike speaking at a press conb an A
gust 9, D, Ghosh revealed the identhty of the vic
tim, which s prohibited by Law. To the protesting
doctors, he sald, "It was irresponsible of the girl
s oo £y thee seminar hall alone at night.”

His comment sparked outrage, Under pres:
sure from the protesting doctors, Dr, Ghosh re
sigmed an August 12, However, hours later, he was
reappointed as the principal of the
feal Colbege and Hospltal, Kolkata,

Soon after the neldent, the hospital adminds-
tration allegedly started renovating the bullding
where the rape and murder had occurned. Allega-
tions that there were atlempis 1o cover up the

sthonal Med:

In its August 13 order, & division bench of the
High Court noted that it was disturbing that a
wnatural death hiad been registered by
W AugLst 9 at rlh.- Tala Police Stutlon,
the victim ilnee doctor, the
prinelpal or the hosg |h.1..| o loclged 4 formal
complaint with the police, the court observed,
“This, In our view, a serious lapse, giving
rooim for susplelon,” it noted,

Onn August 16, the High
government and asked w

art rapped the State
the urgency was In
Ipal, who
e Court i
il ot b
appainted as ||r||lLI of any other med
Bege and hospltal. The Court also asked the St

B nmumml about the renovition at the hospital,
s counse] told the Court
place whe
trok place was demaolished were incorrect,

The acc

%, Ry wis aictive with the Polbce W
Assoclation, He Byved bn
cutta Police’s <th bastalion and use
He had “no busir

rrested and Lider haided over lulln-{ 2
E sl government beggan

ahot 10 years

e police volunteers

A until €

. They are paid 9,000 a month, Over ¢

%, the fore been growing,

Civic pollee volunteers hove helped the Trina-

mool Congress (the party In power) get more

oting 4

tor the ruling party, There is no proper prog
appolntment, No norms are followe

Thiee strengtl of

them, 7,200 are civi The pal-

ighbourhood, A with the photo:
graph of the victm with her face Blurred and
name seratchied out has come up near her house,
1w take any compensation from the govern:
our danghiter will not ger peace,” the vie:
s father sald, The victim’s mother believes
1h.|l the mob atack at the hospital on August 14
tempt 1o destroy evidence”
Banerjee visited the victim's howse on August
12 and demanded the death penalty for the cul-
prits. The Chiel Minister had made controversial
statements following earlier ncldents of rape, In
2012, she called the rape of a woman in the bus-
Uing; Park Street in Kolkata =a staged incident™. In
2013, when protests broke ou st the abdue:
tiom, gang rape, and murder of a college student
In Kamduni, she described the protesters as
Macses™, This time, Banerjee assured the family
that the case will be handed over e CHEEF the
Kolkata Pollee falls to crack It On August 13, the
High Cousrr transferred the case 1o the CRIL
Hrowever, on Awgust 14, when protests started
gathering momentum and women called for a
march to “reclaim th W', Banerjee sow b as a
oy to remove h power, similar to whit
i Bangla:
desh. When the mob ransacked the hospleal, she
saibel that “Baam and Ram (the Left and the B

position has demanded i
sign. At the time wh
meeting fan

postgradd e doctors satin
protest at R.G. Kar Medieal College and Hospital,
A firstyear postgraduate trainee doctor from
Rajasthan sald, “Such viokence against women ks
O i my
Kolkata would be
often said that this is a safe city for women, That
belle! has now completely vanished.” When
records for 2002 came out earlier this year,
it wis declared thie safest clty for woren.
"My parents are asking me to rewm home,”
saiid a postgraduate trainee doctor in chest med-
feine, whe had graduated with an MBS degree
from M Medical College, Chennal, “They
iying an MBBS s enoug| 11 shoubd not
my life for a postgraduate degree.”
The trainee doctors
v il

s @ year (o prepare for NEET alter we
gt our degrees, We get paid $50,000 a month for
lestig Bowirs of work in horrdl comditions,” sald a
postgraduate iralnee doctor,

A tearyeyed second ye,
doctor who was workling i
n i different building heard about the
tafer completing 30 hours of duty, “It
coubd have been me, instead of her,” she sabd, her
volce shaking,

» - -
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Dump yard: Garbage, collacted from defferen wards in Bengalisn, belng mmumrm the Mittanagarahalll LandliL There i ul!m ||.m;‘|u. wie ol compactons and the vehicles have 1.;m.|l“.| Iouirs 1 unload ot the sibe, SUGHAKARA Wil

The journey of
Bengaluru’s waste

From homes early in the morming to Mittanagnahalli on the
urney. Shreyas IS, chronicles the process, following
the stakeholders invobved in the task from start to finish

from the city makesal

11 the bustling weeh bub of Benggalun, resi
dents strive 1o malntain pristine homes,
apalte wnaware that thedr t pICEs COMme
at i lidden cost. The burden of keeping
counthess households clean and smelling fresh is
quietly borme by the Labour of people and the
carth usell; both stretched to thedr limits tooman:
age the ever-growing waste,

On the far shde of the clty at Mittaganahalll,
abbout J60-3T0 compactons wm up every day cir
ric tonnes of unsegregated gar-
and wet) to dump at the S0-acre
Lanciall. Loscatect about 40 km away from the Cene
tral Business District (CBIY) Is the only active
lancl ANl For the mixed trash gen o From 198
wards of the Brulat Bengalury Mabanagara Pa-
like (BEMPY. The
rubbish andl
stench may be out
of people’s homes,
but  they travel
throangh the ity to
Tari at
Mictaganahalll,

The

Tong jourmey of the
muck begins from
the homes around
& am. every
day, Even before
that, workers who collect it from homes and
black spots (public places where people discard
garbagey gather at a designated place in every
ward arouid 6,30 o iloig with auto tppers,
1o mark thelr att + For every auto tpper,
two workers are assigned: one 1o collect the ruby
itsh from homes and streets and another o drive
the velibcle,

The Hindu followed the journey of the trash,
long with the stakeholders invobved in the entire
chuln,

Al mixed up

In ward number 177, on a Tuesday morm|
tppers dispersed to collect wet and
rom homes after completing formalides,
The tipper has a dedicated space w put the wet
ones and two more sacks for the mixed.

BEMP rules mandate residents to segregate
weet wnd dry garbage. While wet trash ks collected
dally, dry junk s pleked up by vehicles handied
by the Dry Waste Collection Centres thrice a
week,

At house in JP, Nagar 3l phase, when the
worker openid the dist bin, e saw both wet and
dry arbage mixed. He beft the binand moved on
to another residence, Worker Ramayya
changed) complained that despite fnfor
resident about the need for segregation, nothing
had ehargged, “The simple task of dumping wet
refuse inone bin and dry | sther Is not car-
rhind out by some residents in the area which is
known to be populited by educated people,” he

lamented,

ee

Welive 1o
enidure the
ruul«uu {

thee smiell
have
Isecomie my
conmpanlons,

GANGANNA,

ditver

side of Bengaluru, mixed waste

A large lake-blop striscture, which s (ifled with leachate ard mied wadte, ab the Mittaganahalll Lindlil, Lett) BBMP

worbers cloaring waste om a stroet, SUDHARARK AN

O the first trip, the tippers collect only wet
waste, and on the second teip, the mixed one is
heked up. After this, the vehicles travel agaln to
collect the rubbsh from the black spots. From 6
those who work under the con-
ars are engaged in collecting junk.

The resichents place the bins Biled with wet
waste on the streets for collection. A few come
out of the homes, hearing the whistles blown by
the workers. Vegetables, m nd Food rejects
are key components of wet garbage. Each auo
tipper in 177 wards collects refuse from about
1,200 hotses, There are about 17 autos assigned
for this ward. In the 2002 survey, 750 reshlences
were demarcated an one block and
one auto, Now, the number of ho
ereased, Ramayya, while collecting tlll‘ waste,
satldd he also had the responsibility of collecting
the leavies and other rubbish swept aside by pou-
rakarmikas in the morning. As soon as the tip
pers are Alled with garbage, the same will be
transferred to compactors.

Unbearable stench

Ningappa (name changed), another worker, sakd
the warst part of this work was luving to bear the
stench constantly, “We have masks glven by the
BEMP, biit it b8 diffieult to work wearkig masks as
they do not allow us to breathe properly as we
work,” he said,

Anand Reddy, a wet waste contractor, sakd,
“This ward ks far better than other wards in the
city as 60% of the houscholds segregate, While
the wet garbage collected from the homes is tran-
sported In compactors 1o processing units, the
mixed one bs sent to Lindfill, Many say contrac-
fors are minting money, but many challenges
make this job hard.”

Mr. Reddy said some people who do night
shifts or wake up late do not give away thelr

waistie i thie morning when the vehicles arrive at

thelr doorstep, They pack both wet and dry rubs
bish in one plastic bag and carelessly hurl them
somewhere outside, resuliing In hundreds of
black spots i ward. On the other hand,
Prajwal M., a resident of Jayanagar, complained
that some msto tipper workers, despite residents
handing over o them the segregated waste,
e them with dry ones.

Andtha 8 1., a resbdent of L% Nagar, sald in her
anea, the workers promptly collect the segregan-
edd rubblsh, The workers even arrive In the after-
noon (o pick up leftover (rash on the streets
swapt by the pourakarmikis, she added.

Tippers 10 compactors

A black spot welcomed The Hindu team at the
er podnit, Even arowind 9,30 a.m,, citlzens
seen throwing the garbage near the com-
pactor. Ganganna, the driver of the compactor,
sald, “On several occashons, | asked them not w
dump rubbish pear the vehicle as it s a violation
of the BEMP rules, In response, the residents
question my authority to stop them. 1am an or-
dinary driver who earns 05,000 per month,
Most of my e Is spent with the rubbish and un-
berarable stench. After o certain polnt, | stopped
talking to these people. It is pointless.

Ganganna wald near most of the transfer
polints, black spots have surfaced.

There are three compactors in ward 177, two
For weet and one for mbed, The auto dppers make
multiple trips to compactors W transfer the gar-
¥ e COMPACIOr CAN CAITY Waste up 1o 10
s bo 12 tonmes, Every time the tipper arrives,
the driver has to operate the vehicle w st the
rubbish,

This process is undertaken Gl | pan, and then
starts the long journey of the compactor.

Chty to landiill
This fully bodeled compuetors are set o thilr jour-

niey torthe lancdfill ot Mittaganahalll from thelr res-
pective wards, Navigating the city tratic on the
Alrport Road her herculean task,

As the trucks move through the city, the lea-
chate leaks through the thny gaps and falls on the
roads. The commuters in other vehicles moving
near the trucks grimace and pinch thelr noses,
unable to bear the stench emanating from the
waste. The trucks have oo move slowly on the
roads to avold accldents as many accldents in-
v bl ﬂ'u- trucks had  earlier raked up

uhi “Wee have to be extra couthous
while driving. IF | start my Journey at | pam., 1

s 30 pan. The travel
- Before 4 pam. we
becawse, after that, the movement

havie 1o Fesd
of heavy vehicles is restricted, We n-<|lw.|v< an:

wlonis to reach the destination on 1

The landfill
It Hifferent world, & world of waste, at the
landfill, The stench Is so strong that one can
sense the Linedfill |k away.

From the gate o the large dumping pits at the
shie, compactors stand In a quede walting for
thedr turn to dump the mised waste consksting of
food, plastie, cardboard, clothes, plates, paper
and Just about everything one can imagine, The
vehiches have to walt for hours 1¢
an the site, Gang
mmanaged 1o unload the vehicle around 7 pan,

The vehicle, before dumpling, has to pass
through a welghing bridge to weigh the garbage.
After welghing, the vehicle is allowed 1o move to
the dumplng she, where one can see heaps of
trzishy in large ples.

While & kurge portion of the landfll has an as-
phalied read in bad conditlon, a small portion s
not asphalted as it ks private Land. The vehicles
et sruck hiere somitines during e monsoon,
This funther delays the journey., The BBMP
dumps mvud on the slushy streech o facilitae the
smooth flow of vehicles.

Even after dumplng the waste, the vehicles
have to be parked on the premises as heavy veh
fele maovement is allowed Inside the city only af-
ter 10 anma sakd, "We have 1o endure
the foul Tromm 330 pom. to 10 pan. inside the
lardfill, Now garbage and the smell have becomie
my companions.”

The landfill ha

a large lakelike structure
el miwed waste, ex-
ks In trash management. An eim-
site sald the beae o doul
waker goiigg 1o the houselolds in the

et plant at the she treats 1
e 80,000 lires of water,
which can be used for non-drinking purposes,
O the other hand, the BEMP is also constructing
a methane plant to produce methane from the
wikste,

Thie landfill (s now left with five acres of land
for dumping the garbage underground. About 45
a of Land s exhausted, The ground level in
this area is slowly coming down as wiste §s com-
prosstech, o about o year, the Tandfll may be shut
for wse, sild an employee,

A Tull elrele

An IT employee, whose 1.5 crore house stands
B0:0 mmetres from the land Bl s now ready to sell
It at a throwaway price, But there are no takers
for obwlous reasons. The trash generated from
hae hownes bs also impacting the lves of the better
state in the area, besides

off
virone
likes of Ramayya, who s spending a lifetime with
trash, The flats here are sold o 250 lakh despite
the market price being & 80 lakh,

But 45 km away, people who throw mixed
wiste at black spots may have absolu i ddden
what peaple are undergolng at Mittaganahalli,

» - -
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All that freedom has given us

The road ahead will not be easy, there are shackles of a

different kind, but there's hope that things will get better

HANSDA SOWVENDRA
SHEKHAR

WHAT INDEPENDENCE COULD | talk atout ?
| weis bar in a Free coumtry in the 1980s, My
nmr;lrvyrmllmknd. rrry bnia, g.um'dhrr

respectable. Does that sound like luck?
Perhiaps, It is. When you are among 4 small
Fraction of your community — a people with
a history of migration and displacement —to
have had the prnvileges that | did, you leam
to count your blessings. You learn o cloak
hape for the fture with himility and a ouch
af anxiety, 15 this a dream? Have | done
enciigh to achicve this? Will this last?

It is believed that one appreciates the
value of seamething only when that is denbed
ta them, Freedom, the sort our ancestors at -
talned at midnight, has, to the best of my
memary, never been denied to me. Perhaps
1 will never be able to rejoice and cherish

i 1547, over o1
fioee | came into this world, By the time | was
lbarn,

mce the wayuur!n:rlnllh:n did,
‘even though holding up this Ind

dom — mlr Constitut Iml llml shaped our

tal we fumible our way into the
future Is in the hands of my generation ancl

to come. | can anly bow in

rights es  the
af| bl1t|| ha(l chalioed uulim uhhptlum. aratitude to our Iurrlalhrr'i for freeing us
outwhat free-  fromith I

feel like,
generation to dream new dreams,
| reaped the benefits of all of these. | did
ot have to go through the grind my parents
did. No walking for miles for me to get to
“.hunl or |r|ying on an ald bicycle for dis-

Forenabling
us o live and breathe in a free nation,

Yet, our generation finds itself in the
shackdes of a different kind of servitude, one
that harely manifests signs of overt violence.
It cornes wrapped bn what we ane Laaght to
elieve is ambition bt what, in eality, s a

1. There was alway school
hm once an aspiration for them, They had
no ane to turn to for career advice. | had
5 :

|1 a country of a billion
pluis, with 5o few job opportunitics, what do
o dho but lull yourself into believing that

! News and [ Dharpean
bnughl assiduously for me by Ty pirents
wiho read it with the same deep intent that
they urged upon me.

A a beneficiary of the Hion

shory? A the least,
ftcan mly IJr fiar the better, For you and your
Farmniby. 1 you dream king-size o beliove ina
higher purpose, youtell Nwscﬁ. eanbefor
the

nullim:dln gtk Conatitution, | found cduc.a

af
Aoty s budle Inlirl hnl: shackles. Itan-

rtatinly of a far supetior k
ane mary in my commimnity may hae re-
coetved —and, finably, Hfound myself recnuted
for a jobwhich, intheeyes of the Gy judge-
mental middle class of this nation, is relatively

1D SIVANANDHAN

s presence | Incessant
wobsession with the phone, the non-stop on-
slaught of WhatsApp notifications. It is there
i the pressure of targets and FLAs [ expected
levels of achiovernent ), in shifting goalposts

of the

m outlined in
oy Constitution, [ found
education — certainly of a fay
superior kind than the one
Ty i1 Y commuinity may
have received — and, finally, T
found myself recruieed for a
job which, in the eyes of the
abrly judpemental middle
class of this nation, is
relatively respectable. Does
that sound like luck? Perhaps,
it ks, When you are among a
srmall fraction of your
community — a people with a
history of migration and
displacement — to have had
the privileges that I dic, you
learn to count your blessings,

and the frenzied desine to upskill or what-
ever new jargon that has been made fash-
ionalile by peddiers of dreams, We tell our-
selves that the crushing deadiines and
energy-sapping pcm!ll“ are par for the
caurse, After all, aren't .|l| thiese markers of

niation whose time has come

v Jeadd the workd? Albeacker amongg high Miers
A decision maler amnong doers,

The pacifist in me assures me that there
|5 nothing unusual about the grind, It s what
progress looks like. That issues arise when
wround realities are ignoned — lack of infra-
structureant manpower, the ievitable pres-
ence of corruption and whataboutery, These
are thie kind of things that people like me skip
with practised nonchalance = talks of pelit-
ical interference, lack of support systems, all
the things that can and do hold people back.
Ve saw it I'L'ﬂ‘FIH)' w:rlu wienman wrestler

WHATTHE OTHE

N -
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

RS SAY

“Bangladesh has yer to fully establish some of the basic prineiples thae Mujib

and other leaders advocated for So,

goinng forward, the best way o honour

their memory would be to work cirelessly o establish the Bangladesh that they

srruggled and sacrificed so much for”

= THE DAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

The necessity of
a secular UCC

From Red Fort, PM Modi shone a light on

the unfinished agen

BY RaM Mapnay

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's
Independence Day address from the ram-
partsof the Rid Fort this Thursday demon-
strated that he is in full control of the

nnmm])wprﬂmsmmpmns i nl'll)‘

da of the Constitution

tituent Assembly was that the uniform
civil code shewld be seen in the same lght
as a secular law applicable to afl,
“Therefore if it was found necessary that
far the purpose of evolving a single civil
codeapplicable wall citizens irreapective
of their religion, certain portions of the
Hindu law, not because they wene con-
tainied in Hindu law but because they
were found to be the maost suitable, were
incorporated into the new civil code pro-
Jected by Article 35, Lam quite cortain that
Iewould not be open to any Muslim to say
that the framers of the civil code had dane
great violence to the sentiments of the
Muslim community”,

The Uniform Civil Code should have

tis coali-
|I|:|r|. Mndl displayed the same encrgy, com-
mitment and determination as in every
preceding year in the kst decade, He reit-
crabed that "Viksit Bharat 2047 are not
miere words, but a reflection of the resolve
anddreams ol 14 hillion people”, He talled
abaut making bndia the third largest econ-
oy in the world, He talled about the agri-

been fmpler after the formation of
the first government in 1952 MC Chagla,
wrha rose o become the education minis-
ter in Jawaharlal Mehru's government, in-
sisted that “Article 44 15 a mandatory pro-
vision binding the Government, and it is
Incumbent upon it to give elfect to this pro-
wvision'”, However, Nehru couldn's muster
the courage when the hc:st DppUrtuIli[)’

cuilture sector, women's salety, e
signs of extermal forces o create instability
b thwe country,

Referring to the unfinished agenda of
the lndian Constitution, the PM called for
promulgating a uniform civil code kn the
country. “The Supreme Court has repeat-

1954, He evaded the & :ssui..lrg\ung that *1
o not think that time is rpe in Indka forme
tia vyt puash it throwgh™,

Tha issue lingered on since then. Cases
of Hindu men indulging in polygamy by
converting to lslam were taken to the

ety held disc tiformicivil code,

times Rrjrmng the con-

ders, because alarge sec

rmlmry feels, and rightly so, that the cur-
rent civil code is a communal cvil code, a
discriminatory civil code”, he sald, adding
that “laws that divide the country on reli-
grhous linses must be done away with. They
have no place in a modern seciety. The
times demand a secular civil code, And
then we will be free of religious discrimi-
nation”, Interesting to nobe was the use of
the phrase “secular civil code”.

Mach's pltch for a secular civil code for
allIndians is perfectly in line with the ar-
guments made by BR Ambedkar in the
Constituent Assembly, On Novermnber 23,
1948, when Article 35 of the draft
Constitution, that called for a uniform
chvil code, camee up for discussion before
the Assembly, Ambedkar took the firm
stand that it shouldn't get mived in com-
mual discourse,

T WA i Tt
ter pertaining to lslamic faith alone, the
courts repeatedly told the government that
civil law reform Is not just a matter con-
cerning any one religon and hence a uni-
fioerm code 15 essential,

In Sorla Mudgal ws Union of [ndia
(1995), the Supreme Court had held that
“when mare than 80 per cent of the citi-
zens have already boen beought under the
codified personal law, there is no justifi-
citlon whatsoever to keep in abeyance,
anymare, the introduction of Uniform
Civil Code for all citizens™. In the John
Vialtarmattorm vs Lo off indba case In 2003,
the SC had again said that "It is a matter
of regret that Articke 44 of the Constitution
has not been given effect ", Highlighting
the prevaiting confusion due to various
persomnal ks, the SC asked the govern-
mient in October 2015 if they were willing
alniform Crvil Code, "What

Rejecting |
miermbers ke Pocker Sahity, Hussain mam
and Mub 1 bsrmiail Sahab, Amt

happened o it? Why don't you frame and
B it asked,

fight agakrst the sy tal-
leged sexual harassment has all but ex-
hausted her. W see it in the rape and mar-
derof awoman doctor at a govermment-run
medical college and hospital in Kelkata,
wihere the administration first tried to pass
ot the incident as death by suicide, Power
wathout accountabilicy is a terrible thing, its
interference mounts ranks from subtl, in-

1 that there was no mert in their
argument that the "Sharia law was im-
mutabde and uniform throughout ndia®
He reminded thermn that many other Liws
like the criminal procedure code, law of
transter of property and negotiabde instru-
ments act were applicabde to all Indians,
covering every aspect of their lives. He ar-

|;ucd llml until the. Sh.m.lAci was passed

nocuous dermands to forthright gastighting
v a comphete lack of ermpathy.

Can e live down these shackdes inour
lifiethme? Break free like those who gave us
ettt we take for granted, | wonder. | am not
sure what the future holds. 1 lnow the road
ahead will net be easy but | have also inher-

Iy the Hr mment in 1937,
st Mustims in provinees of British India
feemved Hindu Law,

The NWFP (today's  Khyber-
Pakhitunkdwa} was not subject to Sharia
until 1935, Lntil 1937, in the rest of India,
mrluthns provinces where Muslitms Fhved

el bepe. Thie belief that things will gt better.
That they have to, And then there's gratitucle,
anaverwhelming thanldubness for all that we
havie, For all that froedom has given us.

Shekhar is o writer and transiaor

When the system fails women

Kolkata incident shows that they may need to defend themselves

THE HEART-WRENCHING INCIDENT of the
rape and murder of a 31 -year-old tralnee
doctor in the | G Kar Medical College and
Hospital in the wee hours of August 9 has,
once again, shaken the colbective conscience
of ot counery, The crime is brutal and the
fact that it happened toawoman doctor in-
side a government hospital has caused
anger and frustration across the country.
50 far, the police have arrested one per-
son,a 33-year-old civic worker who report -
edhy had unfettered scoess o the entire hos-
pital, As per media feparts, the  pastmo

a peaceful life in his village.
The Kolkata incldent also brings b.\rk
ies of the | in
Deliiin Decembier 2012, Suchwas thi b -
tality of that incident that it sparked
protests and outrage acrass the nation. The
recent incident has also sparked a nation-
wide cutrage and strikes by doctors de-
manding justice for the victim as well as
tbetter working facilities and security for
doctors in haspitals.
According to reports, the 138-year-old
R G Kar Medical L:ﬂl:‘gv: and Hospital does

report of the vietim indicates the i
of gang-rape. Pulling up the pulln: for its
mishandling of the case, the Kolkata High
Court has now transteried the case to the
Central Bureau of Imvestigation [ CBEL which
took over on Aunst 14,

The incident brought back painful

noat Hhay TestrooNT
and toilets for female doctars. I true, it is
alarming and shameful, It was because of
this very reason that the victim had to go to
the seminar hall to rest after a 36-hour shilt.
Violence mlmltboclums araging issue
and protestors have fed the enact-

ories of the horrific rape of Aruna Shanbaug,
a nurse in the KEM Hospital in Parel,
Murmnbai, who was brutally raped by a
wardl-bay in 1973, It lelt her in a vegetative
state with sovere In.un d.lrmg!: and pal -

ysis, Sh b

for 42 years nnd]:mathcd ber Last in asmall
room in KEM Hospital in 2015, When she
died, her assailant was already out of jail
Thaving served his prison sentence and lving

ment of the Central Frotection Act, intended
to protect medical professionals from vio-
lensce, Thee act was proposed in the Lok Sabha
1n 2022 but it 1s yet to been clearned.
Howeewer, it is trme to look at the Langer
pleture and take hard declsions keeping in
mind the safety of women doctors. Crimes
against women, especially sexual crimes,
are rampant in Incia. As per statistics avail-
able with the National Crime Records

Bureaw{NCRE), close to 90 rpe cases were
reported every day in India in 2022, The
nurmbers rise cach year.

I 2015, the Indian Medical Association
{IMA) conducted a survey which revealed
that more than 75 per cont of doctors in India
have experienced some form vielence at
theirwarkplace, It also revealed that women,
weho malee up more than 30 percent of doc-
tors, are moee vulnerable toviolence as com-
parcd to their male counterparts,

Authorities should now seriously look
at the safety of women doctors — and
wiamen in general. While it is working on
the Central Protection Act, the central gov-
erniment should consider arming women
doctars with taser guns and or stun guns,
especially those working on night shifts in
pevernment and civic hospitals, A separate
budget should be allocated by the central
as well as state governments o procure
these devices for working women doctors,
They should be trained in close-body com-
bat and in self-defence technigues, and, like

The establi has fatled to provid
adequate securlty to women doctors — in
fact, all wormen, Whenever a Kolkata-like
incident oeeurs, the suthoritios make fakse
promises and nothing ever happens,
Women are again forced to work in an in-
secure environment, There is a lull, until
the next incident, It is quite clear that
warmen wall now have to tale matters into
their own hands.

Even the Indian Constitution and the
Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), known as
the Indian Penal Code (1IFC] in bts earlier
Form, give rights and powers to an individ-
wal to defend herself if she is being sub-
Jected toviolence or ls being mace a victim
of a violent crime, The law is clear that the
wictim in this situation s within her rights
o defend hersel,

I there is to be an effective change in the
country's fight agalnst the violence that
doctors, including women doctors, en-
counter, then it is time to arm them
with Irrlmlqurﬁ. methods and means to

sorme hospitats in Haryana, |

defond

la I haospitals, during
night shifts. Girls should be trained in
self-defence techniques in school and
callege, so that they are empowered to
defend themsehves

The writer f5 the Drector General of Pofice
(OGP} (Retired |, Maharashtra, farmer police
cornmissiones of Mumbof and ex-chief of
the elite Miucmbar Crisne Aronch

like the United Provinces,

Based on the SC observations,
Noorjehan Safia Niaz and Zakia Soman,
co-founders of the Bharatiya Muslim
Mahila Andolan, wiote a letter to Prime
Minlster Narendra Modi in November
2015, stating that "Certain orthodos and
patriarchal males have stonewalled any
akternpt towards reform in Mushim per-
snal law, In the process, Muslim women
have been denied their Quranic rights as
el as their rights as equal Indian citizens,
Aldmost all Muslim eountries the world
aver, such as Maroceo, Tunisla, Turkey,
Eggypt, Jordan and even Bangladesh and
Paldistan in s neighbourhood, have cod-
ified personal laws governing marriage
and family matters.... Indian Muslims are

Central Provinces and J!umhay they were  denled this oppertunity”,
roed in matters of succes: ich otk M the BMMA |r'"‘r'rsarguul :udil:m—
ers by existing Hindu laws. 1k tion of rdowith

refers ta law in North Malabar reglon
c.llll.'d Marumaldkathayam Law that was
1 mmnuHInd'us ny

W the peo-

wehi
e o Kerala.
Ambedkars argument in the Cons-

relighon. It s a step towards gender justioe,
and a secular necessity, as pointed out by
Prirme Minister Modi,

The writer, president, Indin Foundation, i
wiith the RSS. Views are persanal

FITTING HONOUR

THIS REFERS TO the editarial, Mo 167
(IE, August 16}, Before the legendary
Srecjesh, goalkeeping in hockey had
never caught the fancy of the nation.
The attacking forwards or, at best, the
drag Mickers would hog all the lime-
light. Sreejesh brought romance into
poalkeeping, His presence was an as-
surance to the defenders, There can be
nobody like him, His jersey number
will no longer be seen on the hockey
field It's a fitting honour,

Vil Pande, Nainital

A COMPLEX CODE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Speech.
and listening’ (1E, August 16). Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's speech from
thee Red Fort on August 15 invoked sec-
ularism to underscore the need for a
Uniform Civil Code (LICC ) He guoted
Adticle 44, and the Supreme Court's ob-
servation in support of a ICC. Bat call-
ing the existing diversity in personal
Laws of different reltgdous communi-
thes, which governs their marrage, in-
heritance, divorce, and adoption as
communal is uncharitable, The UCC s
a complex issue with social, pelitical,
legal and constitutional impiications

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

for the entire citizenry, It entails en-
gagements with all stakeholders scros
religious commini iven the 215t
Law Comimission's observation that a
UEC s "neither necessary nor desirable
at this stage™, Instead it recommended
aseries of reforms inthe personal laws
of all religions as well as the secular
Lawws that place women and children at
adisadvantage.

LR Muarmu, New Dt

DELHI AND DHAKA

THIS REFERS T the editorial,'Keep so-
cial peace’ | IE, August 14), The student
movement has taken over under the
leadership of Mahammad Yunus in
Bangladesh, The first prionty before the
new regime should be to restore law
and order, which was the first casualty
after the outhreak of violence. Fresh
elections will pave the way for their
demoeracy to thrive, ndia should, as a
friendly nation, aid the interim govern-
ment's efforts at revival of democracy.
It will hedp undercut the anti-tndia nar-
rative gaining ground in Bangladesh.
The immediate sk for ndia should be
toensure that bilateral agroemenis for
econmmic cooperation ane honoured
Iy the new overnment in Dhaka.
Arving Waze, Munibai
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THis WorD MEANS
SMALL SATELLITE LAUNCH VEHICLE

SSLV is a new category of low-cost launch vehicles,
with a use case for commercial missions

usuallym‘ud tolaunch smalk:r paylnads.

EXF
NEW DELHI AUGLIST 168

aligning
Former ISRO chairman K Swan had

said in a 2019 press conference in the

THE INDIAN Space Research Organisation
{1SRO) successfully Enmched the third de-
velopmental flight of the Small Sateliite
Launch Vehicle {S5LV) fram the Satish
Diawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on
Friday: The 350V-03 placed the Earth obser-
vation satellite EOS-08 precisely into ot

Thi hec o of R0 and

space agency's headguarters that "The
551V is the smallest vehicle at 110-ton
mass at 15RO, [t will take ondy 72 hours to
integrate, unlike the 70 days taken now
fior a launch vehicle. Onby six peophe will
be required 1o do the job, instead of 60
people. The entire job will be done ina

the Department of Space's SSLV
Development Project. NewSpace India
Lirnited (NSIL), ISR0's commercial arm,
and India's pri fustry can now
produce S50 for commercial missions.

time, and the cost [of a launch]

will be only around Rs 30 crore, It will be
anon-demand vehick,”

‘What are ISRO's other major rockets?
5RO has earfier launched payboads

using the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicles

‘What isan SSLV? (P5IVs} and the Geosynochronous Satellite
ISRO's Small Sateflite Launch Vehicle  Launch Viehicles {GSLVs).
{551V} isath hwehicle con- PSLY i Indian

figured with three solid propulsion
stages. It also has a liquid propulsicn-
based velncity rimming module [VTM)
a5 a terminal stage, which can help ad-

satellite launchvehicles, firstused in 1994
Maore than 50 successful PSLV Launches
have taken place to date. |t has also been
catled “the workhorseof 1SRO™ for consis-
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Questions in cosmic history

Images from the James Webb Space Telescope are puzzling — instead of newborn galaxies, the early
phases of the Universe appear to be full of adult-sized galaxies. The standard model of the Universe has
had to be patched up earlier — could a more comprehensive rethink of cosmic history be in order now?

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BIMAN NATH

IMAGES FROM the largest and miost power-
ful telescope in space have dazzled everyone,
but they have left astronomers rather non-
plussed. The jigsaw puzzle of the history of
thie Universe is getting more difficult than
ever to sofve with the picces that the james
Wb Space Telescope (JWST) is gathering,
With its hug mirror — fve times bigger

t Space

Telescope — the [WST, which was launched
on Christmas Day in 2021 and arrived at;L'.

st the velocity as it propares to place the
satellite mto ochit.

¥

i i s
in aktitude’

Essentialky, the aim behind S50Vs tsto

with a high success rate. The PSIV-XLcan

produce low<nst launch w:hlclrs\mrh carry amound 1860 kg of payload.
short 1 times ar in- On the other hand, GSLYs have been
frastmsctural requirements, The 551V can in launching c

launch satellites weighing up to 500kg,
and acrommaodate multiple satellites.
Before S51Vs, smaller paylnads had to
be sent into space usingother launchve-
hicles carryi bigger satellites.

tiom satellites in the geosynchronous
transfer orbit. Telecommunications satel-
lites are usually placed in geostationary
Eanll orblt [GEDY}. It is a circular orhit

Smafler payloads were dependent upon

the launch schedules of those satellites.
‘With the entry of more and more

businesses, government agencies, uni-

Earth's equator.

GSL\l's have a higher capacity be-
cause sending satellites deeper into
space requires greater power. Therefore,
Cryogenic engines consisting of ligquid

versities, business
of launching sateflites in recent years. the
constraints of such *pigeybadk rides’ have
started o hurt the development of the
space sector. These organisations also

hye
they provide greater thrun The GSLV
M-l can carry satellites weighing up to
2200 kg, while the Mk-1Il has a capac-
ity of up to-4,000 kg

and liguid

are used as

Streetlights running all night make
leaves inedible to insects: Study

ARTIFICIAL LIGHTS which run all night,
such as streetlights, can make leaves

If the leaves were tougher and contained
high bevels of chemical :Iell:nn: COm-

Erow sotough that insects cannot eat
them, which could threaten urban food
chains, according b a study published
in the journal Frontiers in Plont Scence
earlier this manth.

Tocarmyout the study, the
researchers focused on two
commaon species of street

nins, it

the resources were allocated for defence,
The researchers observed that for
both species of trees, the hlghl:rthe lev-

els of i e, the

the Sun-Earth L 2
In Jamary 2022, has been peering at the early
epochs in the history of the Universe, when

James Webb Space T:Iesmpe‘s mmnmsing picture of Carina Nebula, whichis

Earth. nasa

the frst galaxies formed.

It's images were, however, very differ-
ent from what astronomers had thought
they would see.

located
The new space telescope was expected 0
b ol i the ethods, But its

They had expected to find
galaxies — instead, the early phases of the
Universe appear to be full of adult-sized
galaxbes And if that is notenough of a puzzde,

measurements seem to have onby increased
the discrepancy [ts deeper inspection of the
facal method of measurement gives a rate of

at toddler galaxies. Galaxies such as our

Milky Way contain roughly a hundred bil-

liom stars. But around 13 billion years agn,
Universe

ideas of the Universe.

Crossroads of knowledge

There is only one Universe. And we are a
part of it. We can't change it, tweak it, or ex-
perimentwith it Which makes it unlike any
other topic of research in science. Yet. begin-
ning w'Jth the last century, cm:lpprd wnh
esoopes, physict i
tostudy and explain the Universe,

Ower the decades, a 'standand model’ of
the Llnwv.'rsc hasmncrgnd whxh]s appeal-
ingi icity,and
to accommaodiate complexity. Based on it a
history of the Universe has been sketched
out — barring the very first moment, which
remains elusive,

However, the so-called ‘standard model'
has needed quick fixes in more than one as-
pect. Faced with a mismatch between the in-
ventory of matter and the observed pull of
gravity, scientists have imvented “dark mat-
ter”, although no one has any idea what it is
made of, The Universe akso appears o be in
ahurry while expanding. Inorder to explain
this, we have brought in “dark energy” — but
we remain clueless about its nature,

Some astronomers have begun to think

whenthe ofits
curment age, small dumps of matter began
o gather together and create suitable con-

that the gapsin our ay notbe
Jjust a matter of details — and may warrant a
compeehensive revision of what we think of
the Universe. There: hau\:hacnmm\s imthe

the rate at which the Universe i A is hxstnth.mmal ditlnnsforlgghung up the first stars.

asmeasured by the space telescope, appears. based rly Universe: Those hatn history of sciel heldon

ot be ar odds with other pieces of data. The question is, which mcdlud:smnre relatively small, But the data coming out of  toexisting ideas by imtroducing patchwork to
reliable? JTWST seem to show full-bodied galaxies at icti v

WﬂYS to measure expansion The early Universe method reliesona — the dawn of the Universe! Most of them The G EXAIT |pn..h:pt

ion of the Ling relic from the p epochs, seem billions of stars. [t has been 1m:rrrﬁ- ing it i r
beena subgcctodsclmtll‘m debate for quite.  when the LInmcrscwashDLle radiation  as mind-} boggl:ngas say. finding a bunch of Earth, cfi
some tirme. T deter-  hasnowo playingina tha.t their basic geocentric model of the
rate have yi atdif-  panded, e a microveave um' Some, ios that WST and  Uni Wror

g
ferby as muchas 107

Ome method is based on phenomena in
the earky Universe — which implies events at
agreat ﬂ:stana: because thc light m: s0e
time agn. The other method refies on Eora]
celestial objects — although ‘local’ means a
region spanning hillions of light years.

Some starsvary their brightness ina pe-
riodic manner, and the duration of this
change tells us something about huw Imght

that pervades everything. If you malee a fist,
hundreds of photons from this relic radia-
thon will pass through it every second!

A detailed analysis of this radiation can
bell us how East the Universe has been ex-
panding. In other words, one method de-
pends on how well we know our stars, and
the other on how well we understand the

they really are. From this,

their distance and, in turn, hnwtthnM:iso
has e

tougher  the  leaves.
Maoreover, the tougher the
leaves, the less evidence of

trees in Beijing: Japanese insects eating them.
pagoda and green ash trees. They alse noted that arti-
They picked 30 sampling " fictal lights altered the levels
sites on main roads that are PAPER of nutrients and chemical de-
usually lit by streetlights afl ' LIP fence compounds in the
night. The researchers then leaves that were analysed,
measured illuminance — the == = According to the study,
amountof light —ateachsite  NEW RESEARCH iz could be a bad sign for

and collected around 5,500
leaves to evaluate the impact of light on
their traits such as size, toughness, water
content, and levels of nutrients and
chermical defence compounds,

Ieaves were larger, itwould mean
that plants directed their resources (such

as nutrients, water, sth

the ecosystem. Shuang

Zhang, co-author of the study, told The
Cusaratinn in an interview: "Lower levels
of herhivory imply lower abundances of
herbivorous insects, which coubd in turm
result in bower abundances of predatory
imscts, insect-eating birds, and so on.”

ALIND CHAUHAN
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hen the Universe was

barely a hewhundmd million years old. Yet,
they seem to contain hillions of majestically
bright stars. They could have been excep-
tions, but then such objects should be rare —
which they are not. Even if they are to be
treated as exceptions, one would have to
coime up with an explanation for such exu-
berant formation of stars at the dawn of the
Universe. Aithough astronomers still hope
to find some explanation, even if one has to
push the limits of astrophysical processes,
some haw: begun to wonder if there was

history of the Universe.
*Adults in a kindergarten’

There the early
history of the Universe as well.

The space telescope i pe

wrong after all with our basic

Scientists sometimes behave as though
their comventional model is the onky possi-
hility, and igreore the conflicting measure-
ments, until a tectonic shift changes every-
thing. It is not possible to predict how, if at
all, a paradigm shift will take place. Only
time will tell if the puzzling results from the
space telescope will be explained away by
ancther patchwork, by inventing another
‘dark’ something, orif they will lead toa re-
think of cosmic history.

The author is on ostrophysicist of the
Rmman Reserrch Institute, Bangoiare.

Jet went bust, why Goibibo must issue refund

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHIL AUGLIST 18

AFAMILY of ir travel

are punishable offences under the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019.

The District Commission on june 7, 2022,
directed the trave] agency to refund the ticket
amoumt withi the rate of 8% per an-

plansen et bank-
nqxandctasedopcﬁm\s:nnprﬂzﬂlg.ﬁ\c\:
wears Later, the Mational Consumer Dis putes
Redressal Commission [Mational Com-
mission | ordered Gothibo, the online travel
agency through which the tickets were
booked, to isswe a refund,

Chronology of the case
The Jaiswal famiky, which had planned to
fly from Delhi to Eﬂmunmn‘_canada, in

e date the tickets were booked,
Goibibo appealed this order before the

In this 2019 case, the National Commmission
had dealt with a situation where hao doctors
missed an exam after their Jet Airways fRight
was rescheduled. The court had held that the
travel agency — Ajay Travels — was “only an
agent of Jet Airways for the purpose of book-
ir\gdl: tickets”, and that &u:rl:nas mnhhr

line will not be able to refund your tickets
booked atwww.g:uhbu.oom

acircular issued by Jot Airsays which said that
ncases where tickets are booked through “a
travel agent or an online aggregator” cus-
i i the travel

State Consumer Disputes

e onthem toi the chanige

Commission [State Com- the time of the flights lhe
mission . After the appeal was complainants”,

rejected om August 17, 2023, The Jaiswals on the other
Gaoibibo  approached  the LAw ham:l argued that Goibibo's
Matiomal Cr il i statm:l t!\at they
Competing claims of a flight cancellation. They said that “there

Goibibo argued before the National

Octobeer 2019, approached altiple

that the compary was “merely

times for a refund of the ticket amount (Rs
1,83,140), and even served a legal notice on
thi company with their dermnand.

After failing in their efforts, the Jaiswals
filed a complaint with the District
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission,
Moga (District Commission), saying
Goibibo's actions amounted to deficiency
of service and unfair trade practices, which

a facilitator between consumer and service
provider” and had “nothing to do with the
entire dispute” as it had discharged its obli-
gation after booking the tickets,

It argued that the eriginal complaint
should have been filed against jet Airways
instead, rehying on the case of Ajny Trmvels v
Pulak Jain and Ors {2019 to substantiate
these arguments.

s no communication between the mespon-
dnnsa’mnmlmnn[ﬁm‘tu‘bo] and jet Alnaays

What Commission ruled

Likee the State Commission before it, the
Maticnal Commission referred to the fine
print in the “Goibibo International flight
booking policy” to arrive at its decision. On

agentor
The National Commission agreed W|th
the State Commission's “well reasoned or-
der”. The State Commission had held that
Gaihibo “has failed to produce any tugv:nt
andd comvinaing doc
that they passed tm:pammdjmmmays
and Jet Airways was to refund the same,
‘Without the relevant evidence they cannot
escape from their liability for the payment
whichis received by them”,
The State Commission had abso observed
that “The appeliant-Goibibo may be an m—
iary but they are alseac
agenit and they ane not giving thedr
charity. .. Goibibo cannot escape from their

ancelled,

“Refunds”, the policy states: 1
o contact Godhibo forall n:[und.L asthe alr—

and they e
ceived by thermn from the consumers"

Why scarce rainfall restricted the passage of ships through Panama Canal

ARJUN SENGUPTA
MEW BELHI, ALGUST V&

Water elevators
The canal is not a simple channel be-
tween bwo larger water bodies —itisa

highly-engineered system that employs a
ot Flock

APANAMA
CANAL TRANSIT

Caibbeen Sea
{Autlantic Ocean)

THEFIRST ship t Panama

Cana‘lun.ﬂugustls 1914.One hundred and o carry ships across.

ten years ialur one of the most il Thes: i acific

shipping atthe canal® o i i

tial threat from climate change. than the Atlantic th
TheB2-lancanal oneof his- end. This means that a shi

tory's greatest engineering ExPLAlNED Hutnmcsmncanal!mum}:'

feats, cuts through the Isthmus north must gain elevation

of Fanama im Central America cLIMATE during its journey, This is

shortening the betwern achirved using a lock system

VIYEEE
Mew York on the Atlantic Ocean to San
Francisco on the Pacific by about 12600 km.
At lpast 36-38 ships pass through the
canal every day on averape. Last
Towever, traffic fell to 22 ships a day, with
160 stuckinanchor
ofthe canal, The reason: following a drowght,
the level of Lake Gatuny, the artificial fresh-
water reservoir that is vital to the operation
of the canal system, fell significantiy.
Traffic has since been restored to more
than 35 ships aday, lmcrrnnyexpm:.fual

whichliftsand dropsvessels to the requined

PEDROMIGUEL LOCKS:
Slilp s lnwered one step, iy
‘the hevel ol Miraflores Lake

almost 200 million Etres of water Every day.
thecanal
ume of water consumed by the 8 million
residents of New York City.

Lastyear, lesswaterin Lake G

“Histarically there has been a [rainfall]
shortage on average once every 20 years
‘due to major El Mifio events. In the last 26
years thisis the third major mn[ai] dnﬁnt_
Sait

fewer ships could pass through the canal
Emydayandmalyﬂutdrlmakrmﬂpas—
e
load. While water from the oceans can be
used to work the system of locks, this in-
creases the salinity of Lake Gatun, which is
also the source of drinking water for more
than half of Panama’s 4.4 million people.
Better rainfall has led to the siteation
Emprowing this year: However, cxpentscau-

sea bevel at each end of the canal. St Faia o tion that the problem remains. "Rain not
Thcl.od:sanasmmulwmsmatam only washes the streets, it washes our
drained s gainor lose PanamaCanal minds and we think the problem is zone,”
elevation respectively. 'I'hethruz sets of Carlos  Urriola, president of SSA
locks — 12 bocks in all — are serviced using raise the level of waterin the first chamber;  to the Pacific side. (See i i ) il wehi i

artificial lakes and channels Here's how a
setof locks warks.
B A ship approaches the first, lowest
chamberof a bock, which lies at sea level;
W The gate is opened to allow the ship
mmdtmamhc( and shut behind it;

this could by Tporary respite. How
dioes the Panama Canal work?

d o

W Once the water level is equalised, the
gate between the chambers is opened, and
the ship enters the next chamber.

The process is repeated to gain eleva-
tion, and the opposite process is used to
lower the vessel. Ships entering from the
Atlantic side gain 26 m in elevation at Lake
Gatun, bef closer

Falling water level

Most of the water needed o facilitate
the passage of ships through the system of
locks is supplied from Lalee Gatun by force
of gravity (no pumps are needed ),

minals around the world, including at the
Panama Canal. told The NYT. “The probiem
of water is a permanent one.”

The threat derives from, and is exacer-

Hang

fall defici they
have become increasingly fn:\:pcnx and
could becor

ch.ml:cr[at ahigherclevation jis op

Tirmes,

According mamrpur_thyTHE_M?w'N_hrk
a 2|

PaAsEAs

rainfall patterns." Steven Paton, climate
change expert at the Panama-hased
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute,
n:lld TheGuunfnm.nZDZZ Wha(happmd

pmﬂnus 100 years of data”, he said,

A contentious solution

The Panama Canal authorities hawe pro-
pmi:dtnn'ramammimmdwurrfnr
thee Last
manth, PFanama's Supreme Court struck
downalaw that made the iver untouchable,
opening the doors for the construction of a
$1.6 billion dam that is projected to fix the
probiem for at least the next 50 years.

But the dam’s reservoir will also Aood
the homes of about 2,000 predominantly
poar people. "They want to relocate us, but.
we don't think that way,” Olegario
Hernandez, one of the many people who
will be displacedt by the Rio Indio dam, told
The WYT."There's no place better™




6+ bl - think

thehindubusinessline.

SATURDAY - AUGUST 17, 1034

On the slow lane

Tnxdlfn Ine Q1 vesaults provide little fueel for market vally

after Covid, is showing signs of losing speed.

After strong double-digit growth from FY21 to
F¥24, profit growth has dwindled to low single digits
in Q1 FY25, Ananalysis of results from over 1,715
companies for April-Tune 2024 shows their revenues
expanding by 8.4 per cent compared to 10.1 per cent,
7.1 per cent and 6.2 per cent in the previous three
quarters. This could be explained by slower
decision-making during the general clections,

Even the lower revenue growth did not
trickle down to the bottom-line. Growth in
net profirs (adjusted for one-off items)
slowed to an an ¢ L6 percentin Qi

D D D 0 FY25,from 16 per percent and 52
per cent in the previous three quarters, A
surge inprices of fuel, metals and industrial
feedstock led toa spike in productionand
operating costs this quarter, denting profit
growth, The sectoral performance offers
iers ko uneven growth in the economy,
king provided a big lift to the overall
numbers, with total income expand|
over 22 per cent and profits at 14 pere
The rest did not measure up, £ of the
core economy such as steel, cement and
mietals saw 2-6 per cent contraction in sales,
Sectors that are proxies for fixed
investments such as realry (16 per cent
growth in sales), capital goods (14 per
cent), infrastructure (9 per cent) grew
much slowe n the previous quarter 1o,
If this was on account of patise in

dec making due to the general
elections, one can expect a pick-up this
quarter onwards,

More worrying is consumer-facing
sectors displaying a mixed trend, Essentials
tail trade, upp:lrcl,
slight pickup in
revenue and profit growth, as the rural
consumer loosened her purse strings,
Sustenance of this growth would depend on
the monsoan doing better this vear, But
diseretionary spending wh
powering consumption since Covid, seems
o be stalling now, Hospitality, e-commerce,
intion and entertainment saw
#-10 percentage point dip in sales growth,
Profit growth across sectors was also
sharply polarised with declines in refineries,
sreel, megals and ofl and gas, only partly
offset by strong grow logistics, vextiles,
capital goods, durables and construction,
After flaring up in April May 2024, prices of
natural gas, crude ol and metals cooled off
in July, But hostilities in the Middle-East
can stoke these prices. This casts doubts on
whether marging and carnings growth can
revert o FY 24 levels,

Overall, the enmings report card for Q1
does not provide fuel for the stock market
even to sustain at current levels, forget
moving Inpwr. T'he Nifty50 price carnings
(PE) of 2315 beginning to look out of syne
with the likely profit growth this year. The
broader universe of small- and mid-cap
stocks i looking positively frothy with the
NiftyS00 PEat 26, Analysts have been
pegging thelr Nifty targets to earnings
growthofat least 10 per cent for FY25, but
Q1 numbers make them look lofty

I ndia Ine's earnings juggernaut, which took off

FROM THE VIEWSROOM,

T . )
India’s Olympic challenge

women's 50 kg wrestling category
alfter being 100 gm overwelght
before lhcﬁﬂu]l.,\]lhn:)dii"llwl
appealad tothe Court o
Arbitration for Sport (CA

Fraris for a joint sibver, her petition
ws dispissed [ndia’s overall
ranking, 7 151 out of B4 countrics,

—
Anjana PV

e recently concluded
I Praris Olympics saw the
Inadian contingent return
with six medals, sparking a debate

on the effectiveness of the training

CAPITAL
IDEAS.,

RICHA MISHRA

noft-asked qunlh:n after
successive olland
exploration rovunds pm on
offer by the government has
been: Why some of the big
lobal giants, particularly American,
ave been missing from the scene? The
response has been that the players want
a policy system that ks ned tough on the
explorer as it is a high-risk business,

On August 5, “The Gilfields
Reegulation and Development
(Amendment) Bill, 2024° was introduced
in the Rajya Sabha amending the
Oilfields [ Regulation and Development)
Act, 1948, which regulates the
exploration and extraction of nanral gas
and oil, The Act is aimed at
!Irem;lhn.umx'}mm]mmu[\ rathons
through rules framed for monltoring
aspects like grants of leases or leences,
extension and renewal, sharing of
Facility and infrastructure, dispute
resolution, and soon,

The Bill proposes to address many
Bong-pending arcas requiring
Improvement and is expected 1o
encourage FDIas well as boost the
confidence of upstream players, It has
introduced proposals innew and eritical
areas, such 48 groening upstrean value
chain, combined du\\'thmum-rl’
subsurface and surface energy sources,
clc.

But the question s why now? Why
wasn't it dome when the exploration
policy had vransitioned from New
Exploration Licensing Policy (N 1]
Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing
Policy (HELP)? Besides, the BIll
proposes that the changes will be
effective prospectively, sowhat happens
o the exiating producing assers?

Let us look at some key changes, To
beginwith, the definition of mineral ils
has been expanded. While the Act
defines mineral olls o include
petroleurn and natural gas, the Bl
proposes toexpand the definition to
nclude: any naturally occurring
hydrocarbon, coal bed methane, and
shale gasjoil, It clarifics that mineral oils
will not include coal, lignite or hellum,

“Thils paits to rest the past deb dls

space set
for churn

New Bill delves into many critical area

But the

rulescan also be made on: merger and
combination of petroleum leases,
sharing of production and processing
facilities, obligations of lessees towards
protecting environment and lcu!m'nlx
and alternative

for resolving dispul
ﬁnnl of petrolewm beases, |1

ringing in further clarity and proposing
o avold future litigation arising our of
the said situations,

1t also talks about decriminalisation

of offences. The Act provides that
violation of rules m|llnbf punishable with
imprisanment up to slx months, a fine of
B 1,000 o bsoth, The Bill envisages that
the above offence will be punishable
with a penalty of 125 lakh. 1thas also
»MM:\I Ilu‘ ol u\rmh offences —

and should help att

uncertainty on extension of contract terms for

violation for all offences will artracta
prenaly of up o TEO bakh daily.

For adjudication of penalties, it
provides that the Central Government
will appoint an officer of the rank of
Joknt ‘Scucmr)'m‘ .:l'u Ve ippr.dsl agalnst

Fith

L
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will subsequently talk about extension
of bease or licence on the sanse terms and
conditbons under which the contract
wiontld have been signed for the pu
The extension provision as demanced by
lhvlndm: ry during the stakeholders

had two isaies —

thed
Authority will lie bchm' the Appellate
Tribuenal specified in the Petroleum and
Natural Gias Board Regulatory Board
Awt, 2006, The 2006 Act designates the
Appeliate Tribunal for Elecencity,
womstituted under the Electricity Act,
1003 asthe Appellate Tribunal,

Al these mav

extension till the period of commercial
production; and terms and conditions
including fiscal regime should be the
same as of original period.

Since the Bl once passed and
adopted will be implemented
prmp(\llwh' this would mean the
in Indiawill

‘?
uahnllt\' and alsa indicate (“Nh T
clearances of projects as well as of any
chispare resolution,

I related to mineral

ohls such

insyne with Uniform Licensing Policy,
The Bill has also introduced the
coneept of petroleum lease, The Act
provides for a mining lease — for various
activitics suchas exploration,
prospecthig, production, making
merchangable, and disposal of mineral
oils, The Bill replaces ll:r.- mining lease
witha petroloum lease, though it covers
similar set of activitles, However,
existing mining leases granted under the
Act M1f\1!l!llmlel|!|‘"\ﬁl|<|.
Expanding the scope of the
rube-making powers of the Central
Giovernment, the Bill proposes that

I an
pmdnmmnm(hmva\'llld.‘lrnn ami
it of royalty — hak
witha penaltyof 135 laikh, (u-tlln,,
rougher, it stipulates that continued

Since the Bill once passed
and adopted will be
implemented prospectively,
this would mean the
exploration business in
India will operate again in
different regimes,

MING OF RULES

While these sound good, the players and
industry observers would like to see how
the rules are made to implement these
changes.

t‘.riliuxsar!!ut while the move
appears positive, it will also depend on
the awards under consideration, The
shift from mining lease to petrobeum
lease is significant as the former was for
a particular mining activity and
CONCETS Were more m:!mgmh 0

uprrale ajin in different regimes,

Owerall, most industry watchers see
this as a way to lure the larger global
players into India's exploration space
and that it woubd bring in certain kind of
stabilivy. But since it Is silent on
extension of the contract terms, it does
leave room for uncertalnty,

In exploration activity extensions i
ranted depending on the prevailing
situation and rezson due to which the
explorer has not been able to complete
the task, However, if the extension is not
granted on the same terms then it will
ereate uncertainty and the explorers
muynn: Tke to take these risks,

safery, The p is more
elaborateand 'Tenrly defines that
activities which will come under
petrobeum lease.

But it remalns v be seen whether it

il would say better late than
mever, the devil is in detail and how
exactly the rules are worded and
implemented will decide the success or
fallure of these proposed moves.

What does a Kamala Harris presidency mean?

With Demacrats leading in the polls, the Vice President must spell out the party’s stance on economic policy, immigration

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

y the third week of August the
B Desmocratle Nathonal Convention
will be ower in Chicags

obsession with crowd size at Harris’
campaign rallics — which he s s
the handiwork of artificial intelligence
== an get down to lssues that matter,
l‘ht H.nrns campalgn is undoubtedly

s the rancour had Joc Biden

e theket. All talk of a

party and a contested
Convention lierally evaporated the
mioment Biden pulled out and Vice
President Kamala Harris established
hersellas the undisputed candidate,
Evenafew mmurm{mnyclnh-r:
quickby fell in line, with nearly everyone
simply in awe with the kind of money
wliar was raised, not just from traditional
donors but first-timers.

Democrats were not the only ones
stunned ot the dramutic rise of Harris,
“The campalgn of Donald Trump is still
Booking for ways to get over the shidk,

The former President’s usual tactic of
hcwngmsulu o his opponent ks not
working. Seasoned Republicans are
Il!jﬂlnf Frump o change his ;Ir.llcgvand

here it is, barely 80 days togo
[or the November § showdown,
National polls are showing the top
Demaerat ahead of Tromp and has taken
the lead in most or all of the seven
battleground states. And the “bounce™
inthe aftermathof the Democrats’
Conventicn isto be seen,

CHEAP TACTICS

There is some talk of the Republicans
hittkng the panic button seeing Trump
falvering ax the swirch and indulging in
cheap attacks or escalating fake news to
the polnt of ridicule, The former
President iilrulnng outat Hasris as

MUCH TO DO, Kamala Harris must
make chear what she really stands lor

mental aculty, Now listening to Tromp's
mmnmnv!!cpu‘bllmm are quidetly

g whiet her the former President has
lnith s marbles. In fuct, Trump has gone

being for all those
lunaties, mplsl sand drug dealers
somehow impacting the Presidential
elections.

What goes around comes around, For

quicklyat that, 5
Old Partyare uh'npcmdwu!:mulhr
former Fresident to get over the

uk the Trump campalign w.
m.ﬂcln“ the case of Biden's mum|
fumbling reflecting the President’s

of saying thar Biden would
spring a surprise by getting back on the
Demacratic ticker — all this after the
“eoup” theory that Harris ef al pulled in
getting Bikden out of the way! And the
fear is whipped up, of what could happen
i Trump loses.

Getting past laughs and giggles, there

s nodoubt that Harris has work cut out
fior her: that is, n defining what she
really stands for, quite apart from that of
the Biden adminkstration. In terms of
econemic policy and immigration,
Harris must define what her Presidency
will be Tike for even Democrats o be
comfortable. Casual remarks on soclal
security and not taxing tips would be
seen as borrowed deas. Howa Harrls
sdministration is going to deal with
indlation and jobs on one hand and
forelgn policy issucs pertaining to West
Asia, Russia pnd China s of prime
interest,

Farmer Re publican Presidential
contender .\'lﬁ! Haley nsbied her party
fiolks vo “stop whining" about Harrisand
goafter her positions, There is much at
stakee for Democrats: the party s
banking on Harrls tokeep the 5149
majority or better that in the Senate and
?:1 the House of Representatives back

rom the Republicans, All thiscan
happen only if there is a clear agenda,
nat fancy memes and attack al:ﬁ

it vt ko i it it Pl ot o
‘Washings o DC o North Americs and Usited Natiom.
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athletes. The Minkstry of Sports between investment and
and Sports Authority of India OULCOMES, Inflation peoplitical actors. drhving price doubthul whethes rlu-_riu-rh“dru! af thelr neminatincame, host their fustmnalulity, Understanding
reported an expenditure of 1470 However, the rise of new stars This refers o “Inflation’ shouldn Puctuations. Giuen the ipillover of 16 the Fin y 5 Ihesie chaengers i recestary for
erore aeross 16 diselplines for such as Arman Sehrawat, Sarabjot entiuda food’ (Auguit 163 The REN Flaing foodd prices into core nftation, heey CONCenbrate on rmu: in popular schools and naker's, busness cwners and

Inflation targeting locuses oncore
inflation, g hading food and Fust, o5
itreflects persistent demand side
pressures that can be controfied

Uik tha repa rste.
hinfagion targetin
addieises both demar
st push factors, the R

% tirnve Far the Rl o ak et : W arge
headiing inflation when shaping [ upomcruunnnaw bl lofauits
monetary policy, astheseshocksare  Also, it istime PSBY did away with
o onger temporary, Rather than penalty for nog mangaining
placing the entire burden of i balance’, pasted o Uhe
beneht of better ratés 1o small
dapasits, and focused on the eofe
concepts of banking

Abraham

athlete training. Singh, and Swapnil Kusale offers a
Despite Neeraj Choprasecuring  glimmer of hope and suggests thay
asilver medal following his goldin  India js on the right track in
Tokyo 2020, and Manu Bhaker numullm young talent. The
i b dnls i of the Khelo India
scheme was evident, with 28 of the
117 athletes representing India in
Paris being Khelo India athletes.

Bes, asthey are under the
usion that high costs mean high
quality’. Obten, cver-ambitious
househlis are the anes that arg
W the state
prosides quality education and
private ittt are alo not
avaricous, then there could be

it and Juppoet mechanismy,
The geernment should play

eritical rple in ereating an
environement that is favourable to
shll development. Financial
icentives ke subsicies and tas
Droaks can motivate MSMES. The

shooting. 03 well a5 a bronze from
the hockey team, several
dinciplines, including badminton

1 and imperative that the governmiant
plays A mone sEive Fole inaddressing

and welghtlifting, fell short of Diespite the enco signs, o inflation fof it kang term Inflatinary previures through nancial relief for the pocr and the challenges posed by compliance
expectations, India’s performance  India’s toral vally of 41 Olympic Impact.Inontras, ood and fuel apprepriate fncal messures [ salaried precedures, shong with low

in badminton was particularly medals since its debut in 1900 isa Inflation tory, 5 Ramakrishnasayee rescurces and capacity, alko aflect
slie-.1p|mil|lilq;.wll£namnl:b stark reminder of the need for i bry supply-side Facton ko Ehamns Curbing household debt [ MSMES. The complisnce burden hat
won, and athietes like Mirabhal Introspection and strategic government spending, tutmicies, and Thes refers 1o s owr househaold dett many facets. — from tas obbgatiorn
Chanu narrowly missing the plamning. With a population of s adjustments, which are mane Thrust of banking Pigh o ket {Auguat 16) People [Ease the path for MSMEs 1 labeour L and e

This refiers 1 TM to review Pl
performance am August 19" (Augus

lto influended by frical polickes and
Deyand the ROFs cantrol

Thes it with refesonce fo ‘Woes of
MSMES femain unaddressed

b Eheie bewel of ingome and ahid

over |4 billion, ir s cruc
analyse why [ndia struggles o

i with a fourth-place findsh
inweightlifting.

comprabsenabaly i vital for the

Aparticularly disheartening secure more medals at the agengfood flationmay  16), Wihile public soctor banks sustenance of MSHES.
moment came when Vinesh Olympics and how to lmprove its requirg greater fiscal policy (PSB) need tobe ghven credit for raperries under control. Educational ™ Sundara Pandian
Phogat was disqualified from the ﬁhihl:lilﬂdlﬂﬁiﬂ sports, Ivendvemment, epecially with theeir stollar perforrance, i i BEPERIIES COPILITE & MMOF PO mumercys Chatienges that hindar [PeI——
41T Wil L1 Pt Mo Wiyt War, Greatie tvoiela DR Ciatam Budh Magay, U250 M. on Behi ol TH FVLLTD. Lo Righury AT T
CM g &= &> [= ' g
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N his 98 minures long Dsdepend.

ene Dy addeess 1o the mation,
Prinse Minister Marendra Modi
wwiched upon several toples, right
Trom freedom fighters, cormuption,
gromwith of India over years, atroci-
Tes apgabnst women amd e cur
rent unrest in Bangladesh, “We are
prowd that we carry the blood of 40
crare prople who had uproated the
colomial rule from India, Today, we
are 140 crore people, If we resolve

Imedia. True, but then 1o make it o re-
ality, @ mapor change in the mindset
of the palitical parties i must. Thero
shoaild be bess of alugieat between
the ruiling party and the apposition
bath at the central and state levds,
ot just the governnsents, even w
industry has a major robe to play in
Bt It ks not enough for trade organi-
sathons to simply appreciate what
the M said ane the vision outlined
by him to transform Dedia inte &

and mave together in ane o

then we can become "Vikeit Bharat'
Ty 2047 by owerconting all abstucles
im the way, Viksit Bharat should not
remaln a mere slogan.” he sald in an
Imipassianed plea fo the ciilienry of

global afacturing hubs, It re
quires action on further lmproving
ease of business and reducing the
cost of dobng business in the coun-
try while adbering 10 sustalnability
objectives, Al this requires et

Tirepower 1o propel thve country in
s efforts o scale up our position as
a plobal beader across various sec-
1o of the econamy.

While the industry shoubd take
wip bivovation and fedearch on mili-
slon mode 1o galvanise the coun-
wry fowards becoming @ ﬁhhﬂl
beader, the opposition should alse
s above petty political consld-
erations, go bn for total relavention
by separating politics from fsuies
nelated to matlonal  development.
‘They meed 1o play & more serions
wole by policy matters. Instead of
samming the government day In
and day ouit, they shoubd particpate
in discussions related o develop-

Rise above petty politics to usher in Viksit Bharat

mental policies of the govesnment,
point the fkaws and shariconibngs,
They should motivate the youth to
be proactive and ghe greates im-
portance for skill developasent and
e tyent.

T Tu Mein Mein, on smaller
lsses can continuie, but the focus
of opposition should not remain
confined only towards such acts or
stalling proceedings of the Parlia-
mvent and wasting public tine and
mwoney. Flexing biceps will not help,
They need 1o grow, The industry
i s part also shosld not keep on
making demands beyond a limit
At least, the top 10% of the indus.
brlalisgn should st an example of

adopting some of the bottom 20%
people and take up the responsi:
bility of beinging change i their
lves, Inwtead of plecemeal CSR
programimes, they can adopt vil-
lagen o group of faim ilies and fake
up the responsibility of handhakl

( LETTERS

‘Secular’ piteh to uniform civil code

IN his Independence Dy address o the matbon from the
ramparts of the Red Fort, Prime Minister has made o
pitech for a wecukir civil code’ without giving enough o any
indication that he is willing to repudiate Hindu majoritari-
antam aned Hindu nathonahin and embrace secularism aml

Ing so that change can begin at the
qrassrools level a1 varkous levels
Inchuding agricultare which i the
hackbone of the country,

11 the government, the industry,
the apposition parties at the nation-
al and state level do not think on
tsese lines and if they continue 1o
Indulge in altacking cach other, the
danger of Vikiit Bharat vemaining
a mere dogan cannol be ruled o,

Have an ear to the ground

that Interactbon botween the
NGOs and the government.
the host NGO would make a

s prosent form. [n this exer-
clie, the commissbon submit-
ted i all 14 reparts,

tor of Kurnool who jook ary
proposal and presented 1 in
a convincing manner. Misra
letvew the shuation in Ma-
hubabragar disrict and he
readle an etception o fund &
partial andd ap-

Tndlan Usuially, bie wnel oeher Hindutva propo-
nents dont vge the term “socular’ as freely as proponents of
socularivm do, 10 sticks in their throat for whatever reason.
“The replacement of the word uniforns with secular’ before
‘elvil cosbe’ is significant in the present political situation,
It could be his way of securing the support of parties like
the JD{U} and the NDP for the impactful legistation and
downplaying it as part of the RSS" Hindutva agencla,

G Daviad Miltaw, Maruthancode, TN

wew

PM skl secular civil codie is the ead of the hour, In &
wecilar country any cade that demalishes the identity
of any relighon Joses its right o be called secalar. Moreo-
wer, thie need of the hour ks resoulng the unemployed youth
by prewiding employment, relieving the 81 crare poor
whe are dependent on free ration, w{llw.u neleniless war
against corruption at every lewel, Whereas the Elecioral
bands exposed the quid pro ature of donations o the
ruling party whiich speaks valyimes about efforts (o legalise

proved l]\r e,

HE Inariution of [Ys.
riet  Collector  was
barn in 1772 by .

afficil onder of Governor
General Lord Warsen Hau-
Angs. District has always been
mont convenlent adminitra-
tive ank, Iy 1922, the Peime
Minkster of United Kingdom,
Loyd George, describad the
British civil service as secl
A, W it appiings
ments 1o Indian civil wevices
wete andertaken under the
Giovernment of India Act
1B58. It bs members of this
elite service thal were go-
ing as the Marct Collectors
and thelr role then was only
regulatory that b in defence
af Britlh crown and 1o exert
pressure on the Indlan sub-
fects tor et their compliane,
Iridkla lives I fs districts,
Digtrict, therefiore, hecame
the crucial undl of adminis:
tratkn. Over the but three
wenturies, the place of district
administration In the hicr-
archy of authorlty remalned
unchanged, Severall attemnpts
were wisscessfully made in
independent lidia Lo jatbon
the institution amd the cxpres-
shon of ‘Collector’ citing s co-
okl pasi. Even the concly-
slon of Second Admintstrative
Reforms Commisslon {205
Neaded by Vewrappa Mully
examined this isue whether
there bs any need 1o netaln the
offige of Diarlet Collestor in

Ta it report on local pov-
emance,  the  commission
made e follmwing obacrva-
thon. “He s the fumetlonary
who would provide overall
leadership i the district in
the task of mathon-building
Hence, the Collector woukl
remain o key figure in the
scheme of adminkstration at
thie Fiehd bevel™ It i, therefine,
pertinent for gevernments Lo
give all the training oppor-
tuindties that are svailable 1o
yoring reerulls o enable them
o bty (e mantle of Dlsarict
Collector in a capable man

“Palamur' was the name of
this districy before the relgn
of Niam, The age-old sobri-
et of the workers from the
district was Palammer labour!
Sinee the Imigated area was
v wparse, o large mumber
of houscholds depended on
monsoon for thelr farming
snicoess. They hive a few Lanks
In the digtrict that ensbled o
wingle crop of paddy. So, af-
ter harvesting of paddy, most
of these families migmacd to
urban areas of 1o project shes
wheee  manpower  requlse-
et wits hage, [ was told that
these labouirers would spread
all over the countey, leaving
behind the ofd and children
I preparad & projeat report to
crvale wage employment b
the districe and Forwarded it
ti the milnktry of rural deve -
oprend for funding

Arounel same time, Sandhis
Kar was posted to the district
as Joint Disector of Agricul-

District Collector, a key fgure in the scheme of administragion
atthe field leved, provides overall leadershp in the district in e
‘task of nation-ballding. Itis, herefors, portinent for govammants
1o jive ol e trainin g epportunities that are available bo yeung

roc|is bo enable them o don

e of District a

L

difforent

He
nd ongages ciil sodety, too, In rolling out programmes. Two

fure, [t goes to his crodit that
hie started gabvanising his staff
i oo Fting way and helped
in pnz\ml* a vidon docu
maend foe 1O Years 1o (ngrove
agricultural yields and 1o con-
trabite 16 lproving the eco-
itk staties of se fansilies,
He actively collabaorated with
campus of agricultund und-
veriy al Paleo. This vision
domument wis very helpul 1o
prepare district enedit plan by
the lead bank officer, besides
thve belp it rendered in creat:
g Aralnkng programaee,
He ook initiathes to enrich
sall with distribition of blue

reen algae.

Non-governmental o
panisations (NGO) played
an imypartant role In reaching
benidits of development plan
nkng to the needy beddes e
powering them, There werne

more than 30 o 40 of them
spresd over the distict, Sev-
eral of them received grants
from overseas and were “wedl
off % I was & task 1o know
about  these  organtstions
DIRDA PE wias In the know of
things, Maugh mit in sy sb-
stantial way. In a copversation
with an NGO called “Villages
b Partnership (VIP) ably lesd
by Dr T Nagendma Swamy, |
realised that the NGOs were
desiring to have imteraction
and assocation with govern:
ment departments, We somn
formed an association and
called It Confederation of
Vluntary  Organbatlons of
Mahabubnagar (COVOML b
s agreed that on a day foe
every month, the Colleaor
anel his team of district offic.
ers would vislt an NGO ans
spendd tine wish that NGO, In

presertathon of thelr sctivi-
thes. {n fonenoan, Then afler a
comimon (friagal) mel, all of
s wwoialid vislt e areas of e
tivities of the host NGO, The
Imeraction  was  dmproving
awarcress both in NGOs and
In government afficers nd -
ing Collector, The haunting
susplcions in the alr were also
allusipated due 1o this regular
Interaction.

Another  exclting  pro-
wramnine that | fandly recollect
was the ol lieracy cam-
ragn (TLC) Hiat we lainched
in the district Special men-
tion st be made of Laksh-
midhar Misra, IAS, National
Mission Director, who waa
apearheading this programme
in an admirable manner, Sev-
eral digricts like Chitwoor,
Viskhapatnam, Kimoal, Ka-
abapa, Medak, Hyderabad etc.,
ook wp e programme. My
o] friend M Nagarjuna, the
Collector of Chisoar, spake b
e sl mativated me (o pre-
rare & proposal. | wak scared
 even think of atempting
went per cent lineracy hay
the lowest literacy levels
the state, Bt 1 yiclded o peer
[ressure,

In conformity with the
ground reallty, 1 proposed
o take up the campaign n
Awe munbcipal areas of Wa-
naparth and Narayanpet and
In seven rural mandals. | got
proposals ready but could not
i b0 e meet g | Dbl due
10 gome low and order probe
N that suddenly erupled, It
was Appa Rao as the Collee-

The untidng efforts  of
Madhusidan, Deputy inec-
tor | Aduilt Ediscation) and Vi-
Jay Kumsar (School Edueation)
nisde the efforts successtul,
Almost for 67 mantha, | bud
b tour every day from office
ar alwer my Inspection in any
wthes place to these places for
TLE late in the evenings and
Join chonss in singlng songs
composed umler haneer of
At Kiranany Desides vis-
Iting centres where this learn-
b, wenk kg o9,

The tendons caused by
left-wing extremism notwith:
stamding. the tours 1 those
distant mandads became a reg-
ular feature. There were inler-
exting narrations heand about
the alercations between antk:
sockil dements and villugens
expeclally when I was travel-
ling 1o villages i darkness,
The beklen in Remaddula
willage in Panagal mandal s
il fresh 4 iy naemory. |
never directly had a single
face-off with those elements
or had any ‘encounters’ | was
w0 happy that ney fasher, oo,
travelles] o wme villages on
one of s viskts and It scems
b felt proud af that Inftiative,
e saw first-hand the chal-
lenges |n aliering rarad eco.
wystem 1o bring many 1o the
portals of unlvenity where
teachers ke hin were avall.
able. The sight of high schisal
chillddren teaching alphabels
and numericals 10 asults with
primers in their handy wai
wverily o natonbuilding ever-
clse,

US green groups cheer wind,

solar pow

[ussica Comppry

S climate advocates this week are cel-
ehriting new federal data that show

coal during the first seven months of
2024 andd are on track 1o do w0 for thie entlre
calendar year. “This ks the kind of news we
Tiker o see!” Foud & Water Wasch said of the
wlata om wocial media, “Ensuring o livahle ¢li-
mate for all depends on us making @ swiit and
Just transithon W chean energy like wind and
solar”

The group shared reporting from E&E
News, which neted that “the milestone had
Boen long expected due toa steady stream of
coal plant retirements and the rapid growth
of wind and solar. Last year, wind and solar
outpaced coal thrugh May before the fossil
hrrrewnluallymul.lmkllw prale when power
ennansd surged in the summer” “Renewables’
growth has been driven by o surge in solar
rroduction ever the last year,” the news outlet
womtinued. “The 118 werawatt-howrs generat:
o by unility-scale solar facilities through the
wnd of July represented & 36% Increase from
the same time period last year, according o
preliminary US Energy Information Admin

Istrution figures. Wind production was 275
™

up 8% over 2023 levels. Rencwables'
ihined production of 93 TWh outpaced
coul generathon of 388 TWh

Slerra Club executive director Ben Jeabnis
salel i a statement an Wednesiay that "wind
and wolar energy has long been the most
cost-elective choloe Tor utilitles, but now it
has alsi outpaced coal generition as the tap
source of energy, further demonstrating that
elean energy b critical (o o reliable and af-
fordabile grid” “This histork milestone marks
a significant For clean energy advocates,
for ratey and for people and o
tles across the country that simply want
breathe chean alr, drink safe water, and worry

The 118 terawatt-hours generated by
utility-scale solar facilities through the
and of July mpresented a 36% Increase
fram the sama time penod last year,
according to preliminary US Energy
Information Administration figures.
Wind production was 275 TWh, up

8% over 2023 levels. Rendwablas'
combined praduction of 393 TWh
oulpaced coal generation of 388 TWh

less about climate disasters like llonds and
wildfires,” Jealous continued.

“For decades, the Sherra Club has fought to
mave Ansgrica Beyond Coal and ontoa clean,
reliable, and affordable grid” be added. “To
dlate, the Reyond Coal campaign has secuired
the retirement of 385 coal plants and count-
Ing, wnal on August oth, we oelebrate the

twosyedr anniversary of the Inflation Riduc-
fiian Act, which made histars investments in
chean energy and clean energy jobs, Together,
Tamilics scross the country are saving money,
enjoying good paying jobs, breathing clean
air and drinking sale water”

Mo with eelebratiing the federad leglda-
thon signed In 2022 by President foe Riden,
Sierra Club highlighted a state law signed the
previous year by Democratie Winois Gov
T8 Pritzker. “IMinobsans should be proud of
the work we've done i chise aur largest coal
pants andd leverage the power of cloan en-
ergy to drive economic growth while reduc
Ing polhution thats harmful to public health
and our planet” said Jack Darin, disector of
the Sierea Clubi state chapter, “Thanks 10
the Clinvate and Equitable Joba Act of 2021,
Mtinods workers are now building the clean
energy that Is replacing old, dirty fossil fuck
and bringlng a hreighter future 1o communi-
tho 8 ACTONS OUIT ST,

Celebratbons over the "major power mile-

er overtaking coal

stone” come & Americans  prepare for @
November  prodidential election in which
Demacratic Vice President Kamala Harels
and Minnesota Gov, Tim Walzewho are en-
domed by a range of cimate grovps—are set
ton fnce ormer Rig Od-backed former Repuly
lican Presichent Donald Trump and US Sen,
10 Vanee {R-Chio).

Dhseing an Apell event in Florida, Trumyp
told fossil fuel executives that if they invested
fust 51 ballion inte his cangaign, he would
gut the Biden - Harris sd ministrations cimate
regulations, The Washington Post reported
o Tuesiday that billlonaire Continental e
sourges founder then “called other ol execu-
tives and encouraged them rend fund-
rabsers and open their wallets” While Hamm
i reportedly sharing Big Ol priorities with
ihe Trump-Vance team, their approach can
b st e gy by & phrase they've saldan the
campaiggn trail: “deill, baby, drill”

Although the Republican candidates have
ekl b distance themselves by the Heritage
Foundation-led Project 2025, the right-wing

ing the new energy data, Antonia Ju-
hasz, & sendor resenrcher on fossll fuch ot
Human Rights Watch, skl Tuesday: “This
transformation bs due in large part o federal
ent palicy whidh has specifically
e renewable energy developrient
and deployment and inceeased regulition on
tha har s of fovsshl fueks, Al of which are spe-
cifically targoted for remioval in Project 2
As Common Dreams reporied  carller
Wednesday, an analysis from the think tank
Energy Innovation shows that a GOP asdmin.
istration implementing the Project 2025 plan
woithd increase US greenhowse gas emissions
by 2.7 ballion metric tons by 200 compared
ter the current trajeciory,

(hiipsdiwwmcommrondrenms.org!)

instead of rooting out corraption.
A G Rajrmodunr, Anantapur
we

N 2004, the I'M urged parents 16 hold thelr som 1o the
same standlardls as their daughers, Unforunately, soci-
otal odtinudes emain unchanged, Women and girds con-
tinwe to face excessbve scruting, especially when wulhrqf
Late, E2iscrimimation persists, and political parties pfien fai
vt gt collestively againet vioknee toward women, Despite
clalming solidarity. parties frequently politiciee these s
sues instead of undting in genuine action. In Kolkata and
clhiewhere, o unifiod stance against such atrocities is lack-
n?; s essential for society to cone ln;ﬂm. regindless
of political wififlations, 1o ensure the satery and rights of

wianen.
W Nagvarhan, Hysderabad

Ll

O] has futled 10 perform well as PM of India. He

A well as P8 in his firse o ermss but in the
third term he kost confidence of the people. Rahul Gan-
dhi gained confidence of his alliance parties and he |s the
right candidate o riale the courtry, NDA and BIP is facing
anth incuimbency wave throughout the cointry and Modi
should held the re Wbility for it amd be should resign.
INDIA blos should woo TD{UY and TDP 1o form the gov.
ermment al the center.

VRK Vimeeky, Hyderabad

Lessons for India from Paris Olympies

PARIS Obymplcs have left India in disappointment. The
medal tally has gone down wd also without a sligle
gobd than that of previows Tokye olympies, The five medal
winners had shown a geeat deal of professionalism and did
M. That Vineet Fhogat, the real fighter for justice In sports
world being disqualified on technical grounds at final bowt
stage ks o great dampener of spieit for spor lovers in Indla.
Anyway India Bave many bessans to bearn for Paris Olym-
phes. There should be all-out efforts to increase its pool of
world-class players.

Dr DV G Sankara Rao, Viglanagaram

Hindenburg agenda to
Tllliu;vamllun Congress has
agitation fram 2ind August, over US short seller Hine
denburgs latest report daiming a nexus between the SEBE
chairperson und the Adani gn , Cangress wants the re-
of SEB chairperson bi Bisch, denianding o
1P prrobe, This is ot the firs tine Hindenbirg has come
aut with such a story 1o disrupt the Indlan siock market,
tnvalving Adand growp. In fact, this has become a pattern
with Hindenburg kending anenal to the INDI group, to
engape in wntl-governnsent activitles 1o destabilise and
weaken the sconomy

ceonomy

KV Raghmmn, Wayanad

Make India organic food basket of world

M Modi underscored the need for transformative e
formu in Indias agricukural sectos, particularly by
champloning organic farming. He highlighted the gov.
crmment’s nitiatives to enhance the livelihoods of farm-
ers through inprovesd access to loans, advanced technol-
oy, and better valuation of thelr produce. He expressed
o viskon of India becoming the “organic food badket of the
world.” aligning with a bioader commBment to sistalia-
bility and environmental stewardship, His remarks suggest
a future where the agriculural sector i integral 1o Indjuy

Joumey towarnds sustainable growth and prosperity,
v Krishna Kunrar Vepakannia, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail .com
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2,000 new vehieles hitting Bengaluru
roads every day
HENGALURLY One ikh vehicles come and go to Banga:
lore every day, Traffic congestion problem has increased
Ry 20 percent in the last two months, Thus the number of
vehicles has increpsed bt B may fake 15 minies o cross
the small signal in Bangalore, 1150 experts have propared a
weport that it takes 22 minutes o cross the big signal, The
mumber of vehicles ks increasing beyond the capacity of
Bargabore meads.

Bangalore is the 2nxd most congested clty In the country,
If the nismber of vehicles inereases further, Bengaliry will
recome an alr polluted city ke Dellsl. Ban galores curment
woucls are it for aily 50 lakh vehides. But now the number
of vehidcles in the capital hax exceodod the limit, 2 akh new
vehicles will be added to the city 10 the next four months.

Tl 3 March 2024, over 253,294 lakh cars, and
78,33,390 lakh bikes were on the mad in Bangalore, and a
Aokl of 10346,684 crore cars and bikes were registered.
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Elections in J&K after
10 years momentous

F!rx!nu the dates for the elections to the Assembly of the Union

ATTACK ON
HOLPITAL

THERE 1S NO
TREATMENT FOR

‘erritory of Jammu & Kashmir and paving the way for the return
of demoeracy to the Valley s 0 momentous step thit is to be whala-
heartedly woleomed, however compley a process it might prove to

bi, T hold polls, albeit after the prompting of the Supreme Court in plae-
ing & desdline, nnd ensure that the people of J&K have a direct say in gov-
ernance and to swear in a popularly elected government (s the representa- d&g e
tive way and the Indian way of upholding democratic values, ——

It 18 the right step forward (reespective of what the changed status has
meant in the last five years after New Delhi sbrogated Article 370 that had
granted apecial autonomy o J&K The arguments can be endless aver the
propriety of going back on a historical commitment, but there is no deny-
Ing that democracy iIs now slated to return to & more egalitarvian reglon,
even If it has been divided into two UTs of J&K and Ladakh,

18 no arguing againae the Ioj;lr of divect strategic control of Ladakh
where Indin must live o face with & hostile northern neighbour in
China eyeing its territory, But to bring back popular mle to J&K was & no
brainer; it had to be done to preserve the principles that brought freedom
to the country and to & reglon whose king chose

But there is no
> 4 against Ig::'te"\.r‘;::: Inclia at the time of British-sponsored =~ LETTEHS
the logic of direct  The ground reality of securlty concerns amid esSOn O S e
s by Lekl: ]
strategic control m: in I"ngh:istrnn. Th?c’ii"aﬁér’f& ] {l’;&ah?f ”H“l‘ WEATHERS rr
of Ladakh wi Control with J&K, may not change even if elect-
India must live i representatives vun the JEK goversment in

face to face with a

hostile northern POY

Srinagar, However, an ldeal scenario would bea
lar gnvarmmnl in place in today's JEK in
which the police will oversee law & order and

future if youth lack jobs

bo Prime Minister Mo with
Gflh’:l:;llnﬂrl‘:: thelndlsnm'm:v would be free to secure the bor- .., As Prof: Mohan Tharefore, even if not direct-
s Mol :
territory “ unnldbl.u. top impliatc to say that Article Patralekh w ot il coming ot of th putting
70 was abrogated only to ¥ Integrate Atralek academic Institations ure ader Rahul
into India. Dol nwn with the special status came at the cost of & huge o _.\ﬂ ra & companies are not nat enployable and there i
political and soc heaval with international ramifications. Long-term " 4G h aﬁe;]ee labour intensive. The o mismatch between whor
atability and pmsper ty af thi rqf‘on can, however, be assured if a popular 4 big for the youth have nhsovbed
government is in charge and works for the development of the place rather 4 M m Indian youth in the ruhnlu ll“ Ll\es; Ed;numﬂmul
than Iru!u'l @ in partisan politics and keep sniping st the Centre from a natitutions s requin-
place that Ess hefn Bn llltel:uJ part uFLudIl.; all Elnnfl 156-24 age group is ments of ¢ todiy,
The holding of the Distriet Development (‘n\mcll el’}l:IL'j polls in that the unorganised,  Chanting the mantra of
cember 2020 and the Lok Sabha pn]]s 1ast April-hMay without a scare job-absorbing MSME ilIJhr}ﬁ‘alme will ot suf-
fram imported or homegrown terror provided proof it is perfectly possible country with & lnsm fram the upheaval, as sector Is not i skl developenent
to hold polls in J&K wuhnut having mtrm out the exeuse of terror threats, daminantly Mukherjee, & M cannot be part of o
Three- pgfaue polls on Beptember 18 and 25, and Ceteber 1 with due consid- young  populs- Eﬂamuherg apinion eodum: doing wel inpdawn national  pro-
eration for the logistics of deployment of forees for orderly eonduct in J&K tion can afford to nlnr Ternirds s, camme, There must  be
— the Haryana polls will be held on & single day on October 1 — makes per- Eﬂrn an In 202 A0 per cent of eomrullanmn sl cen-
fect sense, upawell in Lﬁilr and rage  Hangladesh's 152-yesr-alds  But o problens does not  tres are mare suited o the
From heve It b5 ug to the peaple of JEK to plece their rust in the Indisn A its voul were nat In employment, newds af the marker when

eJectI.nn system and vote without fear and realise their dream of being nble
ln algct r own represeniatives. Some laws may have changed in
}mwm the lisutenant governor of the UT more, but it s o significant
eal milestone that J&K and Indin will be crossing soon in giving the
people ndirect say in local development and governance,

Soften blow to mining firms

[t ine-judge Supreme Court bench's verdict on the application of ts

July E(ud@mm that empowersed the state umitt ko collect tax

on royalty collected on minecals settied a lnngpeurllng litigarion. It
also opened another avenue of revenue for the state government, whose
ability to raise resources in comparisen to ttw Lmu'a] government 1§
severely limited, In addition to this new tax revenue, mines rn:h stntes
would get additional funds of £70,000 croves in the 12-vear wi

O the Dig-side, mining companias — both in public sector amt ‘private
sector — will have to make a proviston for an additionsl expenditure of
apmm(lmu:ely 7,000 crores fowsrds thie tax on royalty and vearly instal-
ment Wwards its arvedrs,

While this judgment 15 a poaltive for state governments, it will adversely
affect the profit and loss accounts of companies operating L|: sectors like
eoal, iron ore, copper, beuxite, Hmestone smong others, They will have to
pass on the cost — ineureed on account of the cureent Ln:(uu ATTEArs — 1o
their customers, who will transfer them o the end users, making it
Infiationary.

Anincrease in coal cost will affect the electricity cost, which will further
Increase the burden on the already loss-making power pereration compa-
nies, It will also hit cement manofacturers, which will drive up constroc
tion eoeta across the bosrd and upset growth-inflation balance in the

ECONOMY.
wmln’;he Judgment rightly restores the powers of the state under the
Eral power sharing as envisaged in the Constitution, 1ts real impact
wanld be seen ﬁn the mining companies as they would have to bear addl-
tlonal expenses due to the lack of past regulatory clarity,

11 Tnetan inatitutions such ufnwmmﬂnts and courts should keep in
mind that wg\antnr'_v stability is the important feature thai a global
Investor books for before investing in uny country. The Central govern-
ment should, therefore, soften the blow for mining companies &m;uﬂ:
long-term financing or other concessions,
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Kings

The recent palitical v education, ar tepining, In In-
val in nelghl murmg dlin, the corresponding esti-
lnddesh crigeered by st mate for last year from the

lett protests offers many s
soma, Ome critieal tnkeawsay:
that econcaic grawth alone
cannot stave off turmoil
Bangladesh war I:lg]\ penie
for s

International Lahor
nisation 1§ 215 per cent.
Youth unemployment {s at
16 percent in hoth "™ he paing-
elealt in & recent column.
In Indise

capital, potably femake sdu-
catlon and care al
ymng conamile ecredentiols

In pocent yenrs, with jts per

aver the stark
ma]ll\\'wnﬁvallnhlu “work™”
being increasingly tempo-
rary, precarious, and low-

capdtn GIW, 1ife mfp.-ct.nnry pexdid. * Althi thive was 8
ol femsale wirldforee part rise m youths in regular
tpation mute all surpmlnl, employment cver the past
that of India, but undeelying  two decades, this does not
impressive data poinis are  pecessarily indicate 1mp-
u‘io"?a“"ﬂid ey, Sl & ¥
u:lg eshi ecanomy, mauruuponn
ent  Chatham ‘rSm lacked & written con-

TECH
lluun ruport by Dr Chiedig
a e l’;:d }]Jr Patr|

These mclide high infla-
Har md slowing gvawih
amud the eountry's expart-
dependent  sconomy. The

tract, o longeem (thres or
more years) conteact anc
socdal security benefits, In
2, ondy 907 per cent of
young regilur warkers had o
wrmun caniract, Isnd nu]l!y
102 per cent were in regular
formal

country’s - or pepal-
ment ndugtry accounts for  ving soclad seeurity beelits,
S per cent of the countrys  Notably, the share af’

total export ezmimgs, which — workers wish o written con-

mikes it Wighly vidrerable
to externnl shocks, such as
frum the Covid-18 pandemic
ta thie war in Ukeine, Most
significantdy, the authars

rvie, “the country fnees

tract anxd & longdern written
contract was much smaller

the Institute for Human

high kevels of youth onem-  Development and Inteena-
ployment with 18 millicn  tional ur Orjmnisation,
pecgile — almost s fifth of  in Murch this year. The
those aged between 14 Ing  repost also poted that the
popadation of 170 million l:-mlm of unemployment
people — nat working or in Indin has become incres-

allueation, This s what

ngly concentruted nmang

marbe the issae of public sec-  the youth, especially the edu-
tar job gquotas a L Inumd mmdmlnﬂnnynm.

for antl-government wnn The Narendrs Modl gov-
with dK.0K new ernment dismissed concerns

us
oampeting flar 3,000 eivil per-

India, however, i not
Il);gm's eéonumy s nmuch
bigger and much  more

Bt youth unemph 1
I'P.'“Jnll:l ang lfm!
Dipgest <hni]|.r#’a despiie
BeOTam e Erowl

Inelin should pend the right

fagged in that repart which
stnted that youth form near-
Iy 3 per cent of the unem-
warkforce in India,

“We atill have o slave men-
tality because we nlways
e o BareiE Farings,

W el 10 coune ot of 1t and
truat nrgannailmu. n our
uounuy. qul d Anurag
ormation

il hl\;‘ndl:nsﬂnk s minister.

mm#an iy mmﬁummﬁlﬂm

a warning nat

l!lllﬂ'

‘et eist just heeausse it
5 beds

over,

Thie 1L Tuass just come ot
with & new repart titked Glo-
bl Exployment Teerds for
Youth 204 which expresses
omcern aver the rumber of
15-2byenr-olds who are not
inem) edueation or
umulﬂ;% ), especially
in umrgmg and developing

{]ne m ﬂue

o 204 per cent, ulmlly
were NI i 2029, Two in
thres af these NEETs were
female, For the youth who do.
work, the report nobes the
lack al progreds in ing
decent joba, Three In four
m workers in Jow-

me countries will get
anly & gl Inwdut [T

ambcwsherlawa>
There is an urgent need to
unlock  the  patential of
micrn, small and mediam-

ar
Jindal Global
University, also director of
JGU's Centre for New Eeo-
amics Swidies and n visit
g:E'w\:dnml' at the Londoa

TS,

“India’s big ticket mong
fecturing comipanies are nit
Ishour intensive. The big
probilem foe Indlan yoush in
ﬂmlsl!wwphihmihe
umargan Job-abaarbing
MEME sector is not doing
well. There have been a
serips of slocks, starting
with demonetiaation, l||L‘
way the GST has been |
wmedam]ﬁnnlly(‘ IM
All of these b

the MSMEs. IndJa nmdg [
foeas move oh and priovitse
MEMEs which have had
sab-optimal - grawth  in
recent years," save Prod
Mohan

There are other critieal

I absalutely lu

ynuus n Ih:ah Brlmwdms 10

driven by loeal eivii m:gl
organisations, discriet
ministrations, local factorkes.
which better urderstand the
demands of the local mar
ke, nates Prod, Mahan, Em-
playability quotient is ancih-
er critical wssue. Growing
numbers of edacated youth
el ' try. Ther
| airy egent nied to faens o
ific skill sets, such as
nnalysis, evitical think-
Ing, ability to process ifoe-
mu(u:m. requuu! for highes

E:w huave hael si-
smd apiboes but on average,
MEME  performance  and
employment  absorption
rates are not where
used to be in & peaking peri-
ndwm'lmm

Lagt month, mindster for
MEMEs me Hnm Majhi
1old the Lok Sabha that of a
million mgIslecmd MSMES,
A2 have closed, resuliing
i’ the ks of 417541 jobs.

Taks b in the last ten
years rashiva saw the
wit

most elosures, h oyer
1oog  MSMEs  shutting
pw.

This year's Budget flags
several measures 1o boost
Ilm MSME sector 1ike a crad-

neantee scheme foe

nchinery loans without
:ol.luleml a iel!'!lnnncmg
guaraptee fmd 5 up
0 2UK craves per barrewer,
anil & new assessment model
foer MEME credit by puldic
sectar banhs based on digi

featprints.

e apothight  shauld
reeniin oo MSMES mm;
The hettamline — Idia, a

contry with o median

o, a miyrisd aspieat
can't have a bright future if
It yrasth losies hope,

The writer factses on devel-
cyunent igses in i and
mnerging soanamiss. She
wan be reached ar
patralaica, chatterioe
ditgrad v,

the
[ dnn‘l

other h:n.J has
Issuwe out of this slight which

could have been avolded,
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

AMEND I0C RULE

THE RECENT rejection by CAS of the
a‘symlmﬂe by Indian wresther Vinesh
Phogat ingt her disqualification
o the ic finnl was anticipat-

i, jriven the delibernte delay in issuing
the ooder, While the disqualification
Enllowed established rules, the orgni
aations falled to account for bologieal
uately, Welght gain, a
mﬂ?ﬂr m&‘sﬁ! dlgw]l%nmr
sl freg uent compet ition, s Beyond s
athlete's control. To ensure firness,
regulations should be amended 1o mea-
sure wekght anly before the first match,
acknowl @ that sthlotes cannot
cantrol wekght fluchistions ance com-
n-utkm beging, This adjustment woald
tier align with principles of sports

Navneet Seth
Dhurd, Punfab

GRACIOUS STALIN

TAMIL MADU chief minister MK Stakin
has pm\-e\! his decency nnd mistesman-
am.-ndlng the “af home” reception
governar BN, Ravi on the eve
ul car lnmuh'wn Dy with fow af his
Cabarset jpues, desplte the grvernoe
being a thoen in the flesh of the o=
ernment it only through his caostle
woirds bt alsn)':t( dint of his most unde-
mecentic deeds, With such n great gesture
of giving respect to the ticn hedd
hmgﬂlx'l‘;‘flbe :m&gédﬁ%ulfn ha]s uﬂ
Inc]
l?hlcllmn bedonging Ifnn(hm pm(lsa
Hope the geature of (M Stalin will hnng
same change in the agtitude of the
nar whi 19 said to be counting his da
his tenure having come w an und:n
Shalini Gerald

now
How, burt not why we have come to bel"
— Froum Songs Of The Zoom Msla, by Ruchhoo

m,lhmmluwymrwhemuum

t‘.run
1 Jeft trivmphant! Hace
'lhdwmll.esm nnJ lnﬂ-;:mndm' l?;w
?'““m,““‘l, i J”ﬂ“‘lﬂ*’ Tag ‘“m‘%'&”‘ii
=5 h
ﬂi Mum. ;\uu \mﬂﬂn& hnve agkesd
he was leading the saryagraba,

gakire, bar never in & real riat, woaild ymi?"
ot o e . i mmwmmmmm
Peddlers of hate & m“mmw“wmmmm s e . S s e e e
th l t wurglﬂ:muhnln:mﬂmml lﬁsa;mmhzr Mﬁm muﬁ? l'hare the Race Today
me wi \a| e s of Geutwic an  day when thss Hocked by 1he polcs tarriers, parked.and
SOME WILH VIO Siimeriiiialsiion, Tatls e e bt M
n 5 Were shil K as | vi
K lan. We rinl office.
mental disorders pefemim e deEEIRRR
1 mmemdﬂm% gn.ﬂnhnr&m 'mmh&“mﬁmsmmw;m
trigger UK attacks .. o Yo T
n!nu omo the demonstrators, | was thrown o the Vstngping and seavching” any black pevaomn walk:
graumed, handeufied and deagged s i, sl even planting weapons and drogs
Iy court, weeks later, pecaissd of assaniting three  an them when they found nothing. The riot was cer-
[Iﬂhﬂﬂﬂl." lmmruﬂﬁw Ice “vic- o P inat the record of palice recism,
ima" Tow tall and hew heavy was | Dtepiltover it the looting of shops by some taking

deslgner shoes. ar amenandn pelied with bricks and burning p
mnl,-dammmdiwuﬂdnt]ninlnlhulmdug mddnﬂnmwuyandnmm%ﬂ:id
And, gentle reader, theve was  thind much earlies  these thugs.
{mvalvensent in & “riot"; this was the disturbance or — Two recent ocourpences, and perhaps & potential
vent in 1, in as0 e, wers used b};'lbewmmlnw il
rht mewumdwnmﬂma 1pear-old Britisbborn youth, son of Rwandan
Square r“rlrm mnne_eea.mmleuh-mundmdﬂmul:}- wmﬂ-
ﬂu:ululmt ﬂﬂnﬂnﬂ’lﬂmm'ﬂlpﬂb:! into  dren in & dunoe edass, fn Nottingham last year, Valda
alr pratest oo horses, | jomed wms with Viean  Calocane, & 32 il bilack man, rasdomly killed
5 and dodged the cop cas whi W young and a middie-aged school care-
hnmﬂrknn:kh:gmmmmlﬂ‘mrmum Riat! mmwmmwmmmm
O this part af the the potice” ams g v
[ Teave to say nry comvictians an teacks union rights Arel this mmpmmn.:mm
{ale e to Gramwick. And still, the burtle for those  mean, had stabbed an Ti-yearold girl and her mothes,
muﬁmmwmmm&mnm mmmm:mu A
born Ameeican, @ billionaire called Elon Musk, guard called Abdul the
appeared on X, the medin platioem he owns, wi inckled Pintary, snving the glel's 1He, though she had
Lmnlrlmmﬁ'm'm prnised wlduﬂ'k!": bﬁummmm e . 9
attacking uni &ngwmplwuw ave no nt the Nand-athr-instigtive-
e i straloe. Mr Muosk smilsd maniees who have wsed their menws and
This same fellow has in the pest weeles filled his vnvuuyﬂlnum?mmuluuwieldw;lumn
ﬁwmwuhmwnmmmwmhm will home in o heing i
vink of “civil war”, Thi thisnonsensical 1t is plain Mﬂﬂﬂtﬂ adl three leillers were not
assertion, be und some openly “fscist” Ty tnmigrant” ar “na-whise st
poated memes prowoking right-  fus, bat by severe, even certified, vialent mental dis-
wingers to attack imm seeking reflags us arder.
as masques and Muslins, i Yes Bad — ha:uulcmﬂ—[ll'amllnmnllm\ndw
They succeeded in provoking ricts (n several use the sy



