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Laying a road
map for India

The kernel of the PM's vision for India on fts
centenary was evident in his 1-Day speech

ince he first took office in 2014, Narendra Modi

T keenly focussad on his place in history and

Buailding his legacy to become one of India's most

consequential prime ministers (M), To this end,
from hls Hntyearinpcmer he has .'l:md‘ll mlnt'mehia

with e that rise alx

c\'er)-duy governance and instend seek buy-in of the

be for grander movements, on the lines of what the
country's founders achieved during the Independence

nt. The PM's Indk fence Duy addresses

hive been i key vehicle of this mission — from the
beginning of socal movements such as the Swachh
Bharat mission and the seeding of his flagship Beti
Prachos Betd Bachoo noission, o the lnuneh of megs
wedfare projects such as Uljwala or Jal Jeevan. Even his
bikg political instruments —a crusade against
corruption or fighting against dynasty politics — have
albways found pride of place in his speoches,

Modi's Lith Independence Day speech hinted that
these ideas were all pieces of the bigger picture that the
PM wants to sketch, of a developed India in 2047, This
was the policy comerstone of the 98-minute speech, lis
longest vet, and the PM painstakingly unfurked the
various aspects of his vision for a Viksit Bhart—a
financial powerhouse by the globe, the third-
largesteconomy driven by theenterprise of its vast
young population. a country propelled by echnologleal
advancement and scientific innovation, . country not
sullied by corruption, crimes agalnst women o
dynstic politcs, s country where reforms were not
hindered by populism, where empathetic governance
ensured the upliftment of manginalised sections and
where glory In sports and global competitions was not
an aberration. Beyond the contemporaneots concermns
wodeed in his speech — more medical college seats,
turmedl in the neighbourhood and the impact of his
weelfire schemes — the kernel of his vision for India on
its centenary was evident.

Maodi projected confidence, focussing on his historic
third term, He stressed on continuity of vision, despite
the fact thit eeonemic distress and anxiety amang
marginalised communities had whittled his
government's mandate and energised the Opposition,
He was carelul to tallor varfous facets of his vision to
various groups —wormen, the young, farmers, poor
people, weaker castes — but notall aspects wens
without controversy, Two of his biggest asks. thatof n
uniforin civil code to subsume the mase of personal
codies that govern matters mnging from marriage o
birth and inheritance, and for simultaneous elections to
replace the chaotic pall calendar of India, will generate
stgnificant debute and legitimate concems, Sull, the
enrly blueprint of India’s centennial future was clear in
his speech,

UAPA no exception
to the rule on bail

Ime and again, the Supreme Court (5C) has

pronounced that bail 1s che rule and jail the

exception. But Tuesday's ruling, that this holds
true for special statutes such s the Unlawiul
Activities (Prevention) Act, or UAPA, is of special
import. Not because the apex court rejterated its
protection of the personal liberty of citizens, but
because inruling so, it implicitly outlined how the
Inw lends itself to strategic misuse.

The fact bs that the UAPA, which was meant to be
an anti-terror law, has been crafted in such a way
that conditions that ordinarily merit grant of bail do
notsuffice. Its provisions have been critclsed for long
for making ball very difficult. In February this year,
the SC, In another matter where it denled granting
bl to an accused under UAPA, held that the
provisions of the kaw were “severely restrictive”, with
the law laying down a “low standard” for rejecting
bail, of the court being satisfied that “prima facie”
the accusations against a person are true,

At the core of this 1s the fact that UAPA has been
used to deliver "process as punishment” to not just
terror-imphicated persons but also those whose
politcal ideologies hove not aligned with ruling
dispensations, with Father Stan Swamy's death as an
undertrial being one of the most glaring examples.
The SC had, in 2016, ruled that bail under UAPA
would need to be weighed against the swiftness of
trial and the length of incarceration of an accused,
Taken together, SC's pronouncements underline the
draconian nature of uu: law. Itis time ths is

del 1 by the leg wof 1 mat Facy,

DGCA grounded by
graft, incompetence

What India needs is not
one DGCA trying to
regulate everything

and failing, but two new
aviation regulatory
bodies: A safety regulator
fully independent of the
ministry of civil aviation,
and a passenger
regulatory authority

vents of 2083 involving

divocsor of flying wainkng i the DGCA
nnd got the job. Soan alter heestab-
lishod hinsetf in his post. he alegedly
set up Iwocomparies. cach with thoee
o four directors, oll members of his
extended family. In a blatan case of
conllict of imerest, dese two compa-
nies nequired old trainer alreraft st
Unrovwawiny prices aind beased them it
exorbiant raves oo Rediind, o fiylg
tradning school in Kamataka, Post the
erashies, all thene cun iections came o
Uighut gl i1 wans fuurthver sevewled ehat
the rates of wiich the aircralt were
lisaniond o £ g acod ey encondiod

the purchase price ol the planes! Nat
wnly was Gl st ion

Bnclia's awtation safety regar-

lator, the Diroctomte Gen-

eral ol Civil Aviation

(DGTA), lelt many in the

wector convinced that the

o In this organisation runs so desp
that it migive be i the country's inter-
estinstart on & ew slate. In facy, with
W newy siales ut moe on this e
To elaborate, after o series of
erwshes at flying school Redbird. an

I
as deputy divector o bis and
Tis Tamily's advaninge, he
wk allsn fovounring Redbird,
the sehiool he wis In eahoots
with. over other players in
the sectar, Without going
imeo thve detnils — the whole
episode can only be enmp-
slated in i shor book —
staffioe w say that further
by the DGCA

clabornte racket involving a top
DGCA offlclal came (o lght On
Nowember 22, 2029, the minlstey of
wlvil oo (MeCA) suspended Anll
GUlE, o director in DGCA, by order
e the President, whdle ardering an
elislry fnto his misdeeds during his
tenaure, rior o this on October 17,
total of six officials, inchiding Gill,
were transferred overnight after a
emse of corruption fnvalving them
came to light.

The story begins eight wears befare
these events. In June 2015, Captain
Al GIlL s pilot wheo bl served as an
Instructon for fyin g schooks in Hacy-
i, i for the position of depaty

umlg,:wrmmll autlsonties rmlu!
of nd

Anju
Bhargava

2013, the sacked the then
director general of civil aviation, EX
Biarnt Bbusiun, for. in fact, heing dil-
fgent in his duties and asking emant
airkines 1o pay their dues o employ-
©os; NS argument was that unmeodi-
waiteel nnd stressed siadf in theairines
enuld be s safety boczard. The sacking
wiks wronglul, aid many condemned
Wit both ar the e and sulee-
quently. U, very Wil was donse at 4
systenile level Lo ensure It
Tmppen gealh. DGCA olliclals m;w
trent airlines with kid glovs, fearing
Tar thiir ewn jobs and sedariny.

M mantzer which govermment has
been in power, this rogulstory body
v e wrached Ly alega-
thams of corrupdion. nepotism
and collusion. In addition,
the regubator's inability wd
Incompetence i wking oor-
rective motion past alr-rekased
Incidents and accidents has
come under serutiny from
Vme to timee, In January 2084,
the Unived States (US) Fed-
ornd Avintion Adminisiration
dawngraded India's safery ranking,

hieh 1 ekl |

mnlpmcuce Action agninst I:lllind
Those complieit wis swift,

A simalber Inciclent, ngals bn Z\Z'L
coseda lew clppled. bnth

Trom addding flights (o the US. Thiy

‘wins upiracked ondy bn Agail 2005,
Much ul the DGCA's Inabllity to

cape by due o lactoes outide

DGCA, terminated (he services uh
chiel Might operations inspector, wha
wan an deputation from Adr Tidla,
avermight and with no clenr explane-
Hon, Much s peculation sccomipaniod
the termination and there s il na
clarity on why It was required
Renders shoukid nose Bere that the
GO has never been complieely free
of allegationsof cormuption, inmmpe
Ve, O @ combination of e twa, In

Iummu.l.nn the birunt af It has been
borne by pllots and smdler operators
mach ua Tying schooks — those wha
lack the heft the bigger scheduled air-
lings invariably carry, Almost all
through its history, there hive been
allegations of DGCA ofTiclals being in
eahoon with the larger nirdines in the.
enuniry amd acting at the behest ol
hese. Pots and other stakeholders
have almost always olleged that

there’s & lod of petty cormuption too,

I allegations of petty corruption
e alwis pligaesd the regulutor, 5o
hawe those of ncompeteice. A vwhe
ment and exceing critic of the regulie
Lory bady — which became stutulory
1 20200 = former IndiGo vice presl-
hong Stk Lummba wio his, in provi
0w imterviews, nrguod that the DECA
Inin @ time warg and vodced many
concerns echoed by the Industry i s
wihsole, on the functioning, com pol-

effoctiveness and eompetence of

thee organization.

A Yot s chamgrod sivoe then, The
DGCA is on Twitter, hus an officinl
ol and has digitised is funceoning

o almost 75 acoording o offl-
ciads in the agency. Mamy srgue that it
hasvastly im f the functioning.

With alr tradffic itting new highs,
the I:}Muwr has been very short
stafled and to addness this, the gov-
ermment recently approved the hinng
of 400 new stallers, iaking the
strength from 1,000 0 1,400
Although the complalnt of the idus-
try b een that the DGCA rematns
AUt with offic ks with scant knowl-

of avistion and aircraf. it s also
o ot that getting into the DGCA (s
dlifficult aned many of the staffers hald
enginecring mnd other digrees from
prember instinu o,

Under pressure 1o porform and at
lewst ourwandly show change, he st
we director generals lave acted with
alaerity in some nstances, aking the
sector tatally by surprise, A recent

Mntbﬁxn‘sh-hiuuwmhaummmwm lscontral  waTEs

Imstance was when Gl was removed
ot ety wiehin Dours of e corrup-
Lo st coming 1o Nght and actlon
aggadngst huim wins kndriatedd soon after,
Swilt actbon, akaerity und rranspar-
ey e wrds B have bee allen o
e regubitor since the word go,

Bt wlnat Endin mary roodly need is
ot one regulatar, bt fwo new avia:
than regulatosy bodics A saety g
lator that focuses on just this aspect
wnel that is fally independent of the
minisery of civil aviation. an inde-

idenie civil aviation authority (CAAY
I i mnany cowntries amwl jorisdic-
thons, andl a passenger regululony
anthoriy (PRAT), With more Indinns
taking 1o lhellralld with 130 cne book-
Imig clowely at the imerests of passens
Jpers. the DGCA ks pulled inte fincing a
soluthon o marging everything fom
Flaing lares 1 passenger misbelune-
Iour o detays or any transgresions
by the opernton. it has become e
Munsmumiu ¢ pralchilrg b foe all
Uit [l afTeting dus spoce, whichlsa
nafery thereat in il stnce the body in
charge of keeping Bying incident- and
et o i perpetadly dstractod
Iy maters umprolnied wo it,

The struetuire, shape and dosdign of
bath the new mepulsors, efoty and
passenger, needs 0 be earelully
thought out and designed.

Asiinhi Bwargeve . sentior foarmlist
e w i v g ance,
infresrrucmireand the sootl s,
The views exprvssed arg persomnal

Emerging dimensions
of caste politics in India

e i on the palitics of caste in
Trnehla sownes stuich in the bivary of sup-
parting or opposing caste-baned maer-
vattons, There ls o middle space
here, Wiy does the discourse lenve no room
for genuine drblh:'lf Flm.l..;:ﬂtw'linll i the
primary rarker in Indio, shapd W i
nmm“r?:hm f person Tecei v q’ﬁ@ ao(uvm
lide in muktiple ways. Despite 7o-plus years of
Scheduled Caste (5C) and Scheduled Tribe
{5T) reservation and J-plus years of Ollwe
Backward Cligses (OBC) reservation, these
communliies remudn under-o | in

exclusion of creamy layer for SCand 5T reser-
vt ane the pearkers of the secand
The third phase of reservation politics las
with quatn benefits o econom-
ienlly wenker sections (EWS) and political
mvobsilisat ion arownd conducting # ciste cen-
s In somme wiys, the mobilisiton around
socind growps in Indiais a resll of palitical
eompetition on twa nades — the first along,
thve s of Hindu nationnlism, and the scoond
along thit of reglon-specilic cuse oy,
Asd poliical eireprencurs will coninie o
“for-piar-

every Hikl, The reserved seuts i governmint
Joobes mnd educwtional institutlons do not get

b (i el s muu:::mu'_ Bvery ound
il s Tl mrob s thon on one s |s ety

Mkl A, evey whien gresont b begis)

in dunce with the C man:
e, thise communities s under-repre:
sentod In midnkstend ol 1 and rarly gel
Important portfolion, That India

neeclson affirmative action architec-

e Lo empower its hismrically mar
ginalised communitics Is thus o

- bradner, However, belivving te

1o o] narmtives
Fourth, the two largeat nistional partics
huve hisd & rather amblguous relakonship
with e question ol aaste whibe they both rhe-
boarfically advocute it fvouraf sl
Justice palites. 1t vas only during the
Mamdal mament of the 1990 that
thiey realined thre w. ining
awny from the caste quention. The

munmimlnlh:;ubrt:lmkn ind- Cmmﬁ‘sﬂlﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁlmsll‘g’hn—
e geniony | TGRMOIRTT  Rahul oty 2006t e
Second, reservation cun only pro- new segrments of s within

wheber th deslred result when there
are cllunl-r'e faws 1o protect Uhe
reserved cosegoriss. from discriminstion, poll-
s 1o econamcal by improve their Hie dnn
ces, and thant Ines

varionus m-be Rroups). 1t may also pnudlm:
sume we cxternalitbes, ms might hove

happened in India, 1 which, withi

Verma

the comariinity, The pifty's social
coalition across e Hind heantand
significantdy narrowed with the rise of the
Bharatiya Janata F%ml’;l slnoe 2084 Now
it v prarty, uneler Fabual Ganedbi, s agimes
abvely advocating for Uhe caste census. 1 s nu-

uralfioe Conyrein desracon 1o mk e party to
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Itis very easy (o tuke freedom

past stories to r

granted but it
nt to understand

rind us how

important these things are

Imposing on questions of
faith will get China nowhere

Alarming an it may sound b many
amurch the glabe, nry snswer is vk
ey el ernphiatically: It does not maiter. For
the Tibetan prophe, it does not marver i Ching
chooses (s own Dalal Larma. Fust as with the

hesediys, one often e thig Ol
I may chote the next Dalal Loma,

Lyl
rassment For China, Despite Ikijl.m s albout
efluets o promale m:ﬁmmmm (T
anllhcn:lrap\n:unllmder e Tibetan poo nd|':ﬂc
have [irmly and wholeheariedly refus
olfer him even a modicum of obeisance.
Unlike the Panchen Lanii's cise, where the
e Panclen Lama akong with his entire S
Ty eave .:. A it eriticad sime
L qun

ﬂ-ﬂlllltM L.-.- ur

grop neguolites .m-lllu,hﬂ Uhan betwoen-
the
1 low docuden, Rescarch by Shureen Josdii,
Nishthn Kochhar, and Vilsyendia Rao finds
\hat in Dikiar, Inequality is Lavgely detven by

wairfothon “within jorls®,
A s 1

in K a1 the
oty will Ly b intelbectually and organ i
Homally nioldlse resources on this, or (s
mirely nrhetorics 1 cormer the BIP?

strabigy

Fifth, the ruling BIP finds el in the same
puiltion as the Congress was ol the Mandal
moment. By organdstionally tapping into the

i bt the
levels of coonomic Insquality between the
general cotegaries and 5Cx are lower than
such nequalities within these groups, This,
weneedd o consus that records the educational
and poonamic statms of each faei, not just
broad caste groups. However, this ex

st akeo congider what we phan fo do with
such granular data, and how we plan to
resolve lnconsistencles with the per-
coption it the dati might throw up, The pal:
s of ssocial justioe moeds to be murried wits

Thivd, the OBC reservations marked ihe
end ol the first phuse of veservison pollscs by
post-udependont Indis, However, within its
womb, i carried the sevds of Later molidlisa-
tisn, The dertnnd for the sub-cilegor sation
al benelicinries within each category
{reflected im the moont Supreme Court verdict
upholilleg such subrquotas), dosimant agrar-
lan communities w be [ncluded within
reserved categorics, and peditics around
excluding thecrenmy layer of the OBCs (ind
miw the Suprome Court's observtiom on the

THE TWO LARGEST

NATIONAL I“\It’l'll'.‘i II \\I
A BATHER AMBIG
RELATL i(!\l'i‘llll’\\.!lll IIIl

TION OF CASTE

wilhin cortain ORC,
8L, wnd 85T commumitics, the partys sodol

s, U warld will
have nnother Duled Lama, born in
Tresi: cotant 1y, recogidsod [n aocord
wvce with Tibetan religlous tradi-
lhlm il custors, o chosen bs
per theclear inslroctons el behing

w 'the urrent Dulel Lasia
b Chia's eomplite occupa-
tian of Tibee sinee the Dalal Lama's
wscape inbes el in 1868, i il lncks.
foer i e over Tibet, It

enginecring politics helped it
I the 19808 across Nortfwest India, The rise
af Narendrn Modi on the national stage
hcﬂ)ﬂli[mlﬂﬁmmilnrmds umong these
coummnities. Hur. in 2024 mmauﬂ‘crtd

sorions lsses e groups, especially
In Uitar Pr.ulcm wmnm nwmhlry
ebections tn four states will indicate whether
the party's secial conliton is intact or the
urrivelling has begun

There we Indeed some elecioral risks for
the BFPwith the emerging poligcal decolrse
an the caste question, but as the party In
power, [t lus @ qwmlil{:s sevithe genda
af this conversation rathes than just ivact b e
Thie dice s boon rollid; politically, it 18 now
the BIMs jurm to bite the bulled. The Con-
Eros’s ambivalent position in the 990 on
T reservathans and s aftermath s good
lesann o rememibion,

A new palitics on caste is knocking our
doars, s, s o sodety, it {s tme for an intellec-
Tumly open conversation on casie, amd wial
st e done o accommodate various con-

therefore, continmusly inslsts that

othier couniries recognise Tibet ns o part of
Ching, Since the Dalal Lama has been histon-
cally the supreme temporid amd spiritust
Tesad oo Tibet, 1 Chelna Can someliow arrogom
1o Mtsedf thhe rigghat 40 ecognise and choose e
next Dulad Lama, selecting a docile one, it

Dhundup
Gyalpo

Lo, Bt 110 el sockay, 1 thirak (hey will wing
amother Dalal Laena, The purposeof reficar
mastion I o Tullill $e previous [lncarmation's|
Tilie task, My Tific in cnstside Tibet, thenofore, my
reincartintion will kgically be founed oulside.
Tunt then, the et question: Will te Chinese
seceepl this or not® China will not pocept, Thie
Chinese government most probably will
wppwint mnother Dakai Larma, as @ did with the
Panchen Lama. Then there will be two Dulbsi
Lamas: one, the Dakal Lima of the Tibetan
eary, arvil one that is oiflcially appednted,”
The mind- g conundrue such s sit-
wation presents lor Beffing was highlighted
Itk b 2003 by o prodesson at die Farty School
of the Contral Cornmittoe of the Chinese Com-
st Party b el jing. Inan interview with
Axls Weekly, professor i Wel noted that
treating the Dalal Lama os an
“otemy” alkenated all six milion
Tilsetngs whao revere hiem s “the liv-
Ing Bulddha” She sid, “The Dnlad
R i e ey b s of Tibed*
ond recominended that China
should revame iis stBod dialogue
with him. Acoording to Jin Wel,
Chinn's wlimate goal should be in
= veied ooy emibrrassing sitwation that
throws up two Dalal Lamas, She
believed that ifChina could control the selec-
tiom of the next Dalad Lama's rncamation,
the paarty would gain the goodwill of all Tibet-
ans and weaken the Tibetan independence
Torces working outskde the country. Unforie-
mu@ buoth then and now, good seise his yes

wionld heig legitimise s role over Tibet, This vl in Chirma,
s ety e system of u:mm.muuun e o
Tibet e Dbl 1 Iy Tibetin purcly relighous mit-
nation of the of e rooted mpwup'al‘nlm.m!mw
1 slnit oo Tibee 1 falth upon peugle. A
s the wlioue n)mhdd [‘lbuunmﬂuumu of faith, there s no romm for comproimise,
A pengle The gi | ecogni  Tlexdbility, or doubt: Either prople believe

thon ol & mlncmmnvun 1Ty ST conmples
el Intricate 1o oulsiders, It mparant 1w

saimeoae b the reineamation, or they dont;
there sre no maybes.

marke that since K, the Dl L
mobnenrnated 13 thmes, The institution of the
Dalal Lamu, instark contras m:hr People’s

Thel el
ttve actn concerring Tibet, las sent a cear

m China iy in 1040, is

ancient pnd ienced enough 1o manage

wll potential future scenarion,
rmbmﬂrguhub«ws  siritight on e

cems. We must move el vir-
tuesignalting, us it will have nothing but dis-
WSO CONSCRUENICES.

imm the pmnm l.h].n' Illlmlt s interview 1o
TIMEin 20 should affer some insight; “The
of Use Dl B, and whiether it

bl Wermir s fellivw, pive Cevinre Jur Prdicy
Resvarch (PR, New Dahi.
The vhews expressedd ure persuaul

should continue or oL 1S up to the Tibetan
peaple. I they feel it is not relevisnt, then it
will cense and there will be no 15th Dalal

and strong message (o China that It stands
Tibetn prople. It

% higgh time for ather countries o step up and
d.nnlzl:hrir stance on whether the Tibetan

lve tlve right 10 religicas beliel and
the freedom to choose thelr own religious
leaders. thereby belping prevent Chlna from
creating an erbarrassing situntion for iisell.

Dbamatisp Coniipon b foe smeretairy of v of Hiv
Haitaesy the Dalid Lowsa, New Deitd,
Tt e expeessen! s persarial

R .1, No. SUL/YNET @ Pastal Reg, Mo, DLING-TORSB0N-1H-20 |
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Dengue control: the unrealised promise
of Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes

Reducing mosquito-borne illnesses through proven interventions has an immense potential to reduce the burden on our health systens and productivity, We must resurrect
and fund innovative veetor control programmes across India to combat the Aedes-hore triple epidemic of dengue, chikungunva and Zika

Srinivas B, Munimaghi
Vinged Searia

engue, a familiar threat in
India, imposes a tremendous
burden on the economy,
estimated at around 128,300

crone in direct costs per yvear and 5.68
Lakh years of young life lost annually,
Existing vector control strategies,
ineluding insecticides and community
education, have achieved only modest
sucoess, Clinical trials have yet to define
the safety and efficacy of India’s two
dengue vaccine candidates and unearth
effective antiviral agents. Given thn
female Avdes mosquito transmits dengue,
chikungunya, and Zika, bielogical vector
control methods appear cost-effective,
but mixed results limit their use,

Innovative vector control methods
have been studied globally since 2008,
“This method employs a naurally
oeeurring bacterium (Wolbachia) in fruit
flies (Drosophila melanogaster) - many
insect species in the wild host Wolbachia,
but not the Aedes mosquiio,

‘Waolbachia exhibits two facets of a
symbiotic relationship (mutualism and
parasitism) with the host insect. Scientisis
ofserved that Wolhachia J

resistance to viral infections in the fruit ity

(mutualism) but can also impose a
parasitic cost by shortening its life span
and skewing insect populations toward a
female majority. Resistanee to viral
Lm‘mh:m could be due to direct

Annual Estimated Dengue Cases in India (Year 2000-2020, Lakhs)
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Disease Project, Accessed July 28, 2004

imtoy its communities, covering 25% of
housetiolds, When these males mate with
uninfected females, they produce
non-viable eggs ("cytoplasmic
Instability™), drastically reducing the
Aedes population by 80%. Singapore
estimated that people In the relesse areas
are 77% less likely 1o have dengue

hetween the virus and
\\ulh:bcllu for the host cell's resources,
This observation laid the foundarion for
studying Wolbachlainfected mosquitoes
at the University of Queensland, In 2009,
McMeniman used the whMelPop strain to
reduce the lifespan of Aedes by half, In
2011, Walker and Johnson successfully
used the wMel strain to promote viral
resistance without reducing the
maosquito's life span. The near-normal life
span of the wMel mosquito allowed for
more mating opportunities, rapidly
establishing the bacterium in the study's
maosquitoes. It soon became a promising
candidate for blocking dengue
transmission. The st age was set fior fedd

fi

i
and Southeast Asia under the aegis of the
World Mosquito Program,

Using wiMel to combat dengue
Laboratory personnel mechanically
transfer whel 1o the cytoplasm , termed
transinfection, and, after establishing
sucoessful lines, release them imto urban
.m:'.!s Countries have successfully ust:d
population supy
.lnd population replacement.
Singapore released infected male
maosquitoes (males don't bite humans)

Australia pioneered the population
replacement strategy, refeasing infected
mesquitoes over population centres over
1-6 months. Mating between infected
males and females, or uninfected males
and infected females, produced viable
w\!l:l carrying offspring. The whtel-Acdes

soon became inthe
mld with 1o new releases needed since
2017, Studies performed seven years afier
the initial releases show a stable whel
genome - 4 pre-requisite for continued
stccess. Since then, Australia has
reported successiul outeomes in dengue
control, nearing dengue elimination.

I 2021, a multi-national effort n'sulu'd

ing randomised
triad (RCT) in Indonesia, RCTs are
cunsduftd the gold su::nu.rd for u-sllsu,

ions. In this trial,

rt-lew whlel mosquitoes In 1z
geographic reglons, with 12 shinflar
no-release areas. At the end of 3 years,
people living in the mosquito deployment
areas were approximately 775 less likely
to contract dengue and S6% less likely to
newd hosphalisation.

The long-term impact of wMel releises
Into the ecosystem is unknown, However,
Wolbachia naturally ocours within 60% of
Insect species and doesn't infect humans
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JUST BURNING; SoME CALORIES
As PER THE DOCTOR’s AbvicE [
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WO ST

and KP.2, are respon

For the recent surge in CO-

VID9 cases, Unlon Health Minds-

Nadda told the Lower

House during a recent session of
Parllament,

He elaborated that these strains

Seientises donor classitv wilel
transinfection as genetic engineering
hecause the process docs not involve
Imegrating the bacterium’s genome
I the hos's genome

and vertebirate animals, Imponantly,
Aedes mosquitoes are a recent import
into non-African ecosystems initiated by
the slave trade and, in the last 50 years,
accelerated by the combination of global
nracde, traved, and rapld urbanisation.
Scientists do not classify whiel
transinfection s genetic engineering
because the process does not invelve
integrating the bacterium’s genome into
the host's genome.

wMel Programs in India

India currently does not have an active
whlel mosquito release programme. On
July 5, 2022, the Indian Council of Medical
Research — Vector Control Research
Center (ICMRVCRC) provided an update
about developing two colonbes of
Puducherry wMel Aedes strains. The
upckate mentioned successiul snadies
since 2018 and pending government
approvals. However, the ICMRVCRC has
ot issued significant public updates since
then. ICMR has recently reported that
Wodbachia was found naturally in Aedes
in NI i
The m:ugn:tude of resules in feld trials

id Evaluation, Data Visual

1 Tool of the Glabal Burden af

anel the Indonesian trial highlight
important implications for India, The
whiel strategy could be highly
cost-effective given its potential 1o reduce
the burden of other emerging infections
like Zika, Japanese encephalitis aned
chilaungunya. whel strategy also galns
importance because we must rely on
more than insecticides due to resistance,
safety concerns and their limited
elfectiveness.

Ensuring appropriate public messaging
about planned mosqguito releases s
essential. We can also learn valuable
lessons from the experiences of mosquito
rebeases in cities across 14 different
countries. During the monsoon, the surge
in similar febribe llinesses overwhelms our
healtheare systems.

Reducing mosquite-bome linesses
through proven nterventions has an
immense potential to reduce the burden
on our health systems and productivity,
Explaring all possible interventions 1o
ensure a healthy, productive young
population and realising our
demographic dividend is crucial. We must
resurrect and fund innovative vector
control programs across India to combat
the Aedes-bome triple epldemic of
dengue, chikungunya, and Zika.

(D, Murmmaddi is with the Division of
Pelmomary & Critical Care Medicine, The
Metro Health System, Cleveland, OH, USA,
msrinivasreddy@gmil. con; D Scaria is
Sentor Conseltant, Genome Informatics
aried Conmputational Bolegy, Vidhanath
Cancer Care Foundation and Adfunet
Professor - Indian fnstitute of Technology,
Keenpur, drvinodi@gmail com)
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Vector control mothods have
been studiod globally since
2009. This method employs
the bacterium Wolbachia,
which cocurs naturally in frult
flies, Many insect species in
thir wild host Wolbachia, but
not the Asdes mosquito

-

Inbected mabe mesquitoss
refeased by the Sngapoe
authorities mated with
uninfected females. They
produced nonviable oggs,
reducing Acdes population by
9%, Singapoie estimates that
peaple in rebease areas are
TT% less likely to hove
denjgue

The whed strategy has
potential in the Indlan context
because we must rely on
meore than ingecticides due to
resistance, safely concorns,
and lemited efectivencss

‘New strains behind COVID-19 resurgence’

Bimdu Shajan Pers

them to states and UTs for neces:
sary action along with key epide-
miclogical inputs, the Ministry
nated.

Preventive measures

Anil Bansal, a member of the Delhi
Medical Council said SARS-CoV2
will keep evolving and newer
stralng will emerge. “Hyglene, a

evolved from the JNI Omicron var-
it and are highly transmissible,
causing symptoms that include
fever, cold, cough, sore throat, bo-
dy ache, and fatigue, which were
generally not severe, There has
been no associated increase in hos-
pltalisations or severe cases re-
ported. He admitted that the CO-
VIDH9  pandemdic  saw  the
emergence of various strains, He
said that the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICME} and the
National Centre for Disease Con-
trol (RCDC) are monitoring the
new strains,

According to data shared in Par-
liament, the Mindstry said that, un-
til August 5, the KP mutant strain
had been reported from Maharash-
tra (417), West Bengal (157), Utia-
rakhand (64), Rajasthan (48), and
Gujarat (42, Until June 15, India
had sequenced 336,892 SARS-
CoV-2 viral genomes, out of which
3451 were sequenced by the In-
dian SARS-CoV:2Z Genome Se
gquencing (INSACOG),

The Minister sald the govern-
medit has taken measures o monl-
tor the spread of new strains, “The
NCDX has implemented the Inte-
grated Disease Surveillance Pro-

graum (IDSP) in all 36 States/UTs as
&=

The new mmawﬂvodlmn JNL Omicron axe highly transmissibbe. FLE FHOTO

part of the Natlonal Health Mis-
slon, The programme 13 responsi-
ble for the surveillance of 40-plus
epidemic-prone diseases. A con-
stant watch s
emerging and re-emerg
e, The Department of Health Re:
search (DHR) has sanctioned 163
Viral Research and Diagnostic Lab-
oratories (VRDLs) across India to
Improve virus detection and re
search,” he said.

The House was also informed
that the Central Government has
launched the Pradhan Mantri-ay-
ushman Bharat Health Infrastruc
ture Mission (PM-ABHIM) 1o pre-
pare the country for public health
emergencies such as new and

inse i hrsalk

Level3  (BSL-3)  Iaboratories,
strengthening of publie health -
s at points of entry, estabdishment
of Health Emergency Operation
Centres, bio-security  prepared-
and strengthening of pan-
demic research for One Health)”
said the Minister,

Additionally, the Ceniral govern-
ment says it has taken steps w
rmp up testing and genomic sur-
velllance capabilities o identify
andd track the spread of this new
variant. The NCDC says that the IN-
SACOG network conducts Whole
Genomic Sequencing (WGS) for
the timely detection of new SARS-
CoV-2 varianes.

INR*\LOG is a consortium of 67

Disease surveillance

“Some of the key activities undler
this initiative directed towards pre-
paredness against future pandem-
ies inelude the establishment of
critical care hospital blocks, the
strengthening of the NCDC, esta:
blishment of regional NCDCs, set-
ting up of a network of Bio-Safery

©

I and 400+ sentine]
sitess to monitor the genomic vari:
tions in the SARS-CoV-2, The NCDC
acts as the lead agency for Indian
SARS CoV2 Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG). The IDSP is coordinat-
ing flow of samples from States w
Regional Genome  Sequencing
Labs (RGSLs) and providing feed:
back to States, The IDSP is also col-

lating WGS results and reporting

high level of awareness, carly de:
tection, strict Central surveillance
measures, keeping m 1 staff
alerted about virulent strains, and
keeping hosplials state of pre-
paredness are the way forward.

The public must also be alert
and take particular care of vulner-
able groups,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Central govern-
ment sakd States and Unbon Terri:
tories have been advised to ensure
adequate testing including a high-
ef number of RT-PCR tests, main:
tain a state of vigil and send posi-
the  samples  for  genome
sequendcing to INSACOG laborato-
ries.

"They have also been told o seek
community support, including ad-
herence 1o respiratory hygiene,
while working alongside initiatives
10 ramp up festing and genomic
survelllance,” sald the Minister.

(hindu.p@thehindicodn)

For feedback and
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Indiamust make its governments more
accountable to the people

rime Minlster Narendra Modi's first Inde-
P pendence Day speech in his third term in
office - the eleventh since 2004 — sought
1o signal continulty and authorlty, particulary in
the context of the frct that he ks now leading a
coalltion government. He called for a uniform -
il code, terming it a secular measure agnostic of
relighous faiths, ‘ome naton, one election,’ and in-
ereised safety of women agalnst the hackdrop of
the sexual assault and murder of an on-duty doc.
for In Kolkata recently. Mr. Modi sald there were
atfemipts to destabilise the economy of the coun-
1y, echaoling the BIIMs view on a recent report by
LS based short seller Hindenbing Research that
lias meensed the head of stock market regulator
SEM of conflict of interest. Mr. Modi criticised the
continuing trend of dynastic polities and suggest-
e that one Lakh first generation voung leaders
should enter electoral politics ar various levels,
and also expressed hope for peace belng restored
i Banglaciesh. Reviewing his two terms in power,
Thie claimed that India has meade great serides in
mmanfacturing, and in fighting bom, and
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An obstinate refusal to focus on welfare

Te Union Budget has drawn sterm
eritichsm from several quarters of the
populace for a varkety of reasons, On

the welfare front, the government has,
yet aggain, Faibed to Increase expenditure on
critical welfare schemes that support
manginalised in the country. The governments
obstinate refusal to focus on welfare s perplesing
to say the beast, ina country where, according to
thee govermment s owa data, about 34% of the
population survives on less than 2000 a day and

Mohit Verma

Senlos Reavaich
Assogiate 91 Good
Buskns Lab,
Bengatuiv,

lising in laboair

monetary support to the groups mentioned as
well as families who have lost their breadwinner,
s o Inerease bn its allocation in the Budget, Ity
Budget allocation this year ks exactly the same as
last year In nominal terms, Its expenditune asa
share of GDP has halved since 200405, from
O06% to 003N,

The scheme provides paltry pensions of 1200
s month 1o the elderly and 2300 o month to
widows — an amount that has not increased since
2006 desplie repeated requests from dozens of

over Bl crore peop b require free food, 1o get
by, The National Democratic Alliance (NDAY now,
or NDA 5.0, appears to contimue the trend the
alliance set in its two previous erms by reducing
welfare allocathons - as shown In the analysis
baedoww based on Budget papers.

Key welfare schemes, an underfunding

Two of the government's bigigest wellare
schemes, the Mahatma Gandhil National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGAD and the
National Food Sectirity Act (NI mem 'iuhaldy)
have seen thelr Budget all

and development
eLanoMmicy

Shravan M.K,

Firoaneh Associate at
the Cantre far

fall as a share of GDP since 200415, rmqsl for the
COVID-I9 pandemic years when the government
had to rely on these two schemes w avert a major
dlmvr MGNREGA guarantees every rural

" hold II)Od.u.-nuf it whiereas the

vowied to sty the course regardless of obstackes,
Thee desirability of o uniform civil code, or more
yorungsters in polities or fghting corruption Is noy
I question. But unfortunately, all these remain
comtentious issues, Largely due to the govern:
ment's partisan approach.

That Leader of the Oppasition Rahul Gandhi
was seated in a back row of the sudience at Red
Fort where Mr, Modi delivered his customary ad-
dress is instructive. The government’s explana.
tion for this breach of precedent,, that the seats in
the front rows were given to members of this
year’s Clymphe team, is hardly 2 reasonable one,
The government needs to be less unilateral and
mrore consultative If it is truly it to ade
vancing a unified national agenda in the seventy:
eighth year of Indla. A uniform civil code ina
country as diverse as India requires consensus
budbdingg, and ending the opportanistic use of the
[ssuee tor attack the Muslim community. The go-
vernment cannot fight corruption by investigat:
g un1{ Opposition beaders and overlooking se
rious charges agalnst functionaries such as the
SEB chief, Criticism of the government is not a
conspiracy to destabilise the nation, and labelling
it s such ks appealing only toa diminishing nim-
ber of people. Independence Day should be a
g oceashon as any olher w remember thag the
nathon ks not thee govermment, and certainly not
synonymous with the party In power, The free:
dom s for keeping the government of the day ac
countable to the people through a politieal process.

Choppy waters
Trade outlook warrans timely decis
ONeXPOrt support scheimes
l ndin's goods exports sulfered 4 Dlip Tast

month after three months of growth that
had triggered hope of a notable recovery
frovm a patchy 202324 performance. July’s mers
chandise shipments® tally of just under $34 bil-
Tboom marks a 1.5% drog from 2003 levels, but is al-
50 the weakest number since November 2023
and the second worst since October 2022, Alth-
ough 18 of India's top 30 export items clocked
growth, Including electronics (up 37.3%), ready-
made garments (0.8%) and handicrafts (13.2%),
there wis a significant drag from the rest, Petro-
Tewm exports dropped 22.2%, while gems and je-
wellery fell 20.4%, chemicats slipped 12%, and
curbs on some food exports continued to hurt,
This was accompanied by a tangible 7.5% rise in
e famprort b, fuellied by o 174% surge in petros
lewm imports, and a significant rise in consumer
demand-driven ‘non-oil, non-gald” imperts such
as electronics, pulses and vegetable olls, Gold im-
ports fell 10.7% in dellar werms, but have hovered
in thve $3 billion-$34 billlon range since April,
With the Unlen Budget slashing import duties,
godid imports could spike further, Moreover, silver
imports that have been rising exponentially,
matinly dus to concessional dutles offered under
a trade pact with the UAE, shot up almost 440%
i July, and are almost 202% higher in the first
four months of 202425,
OF course, the combination of shrinking ex-
ports and growing imports spiked thie trde defi-
it by almuost 24% to $23.5 billlon - a nine month-

bsicly s ible for providing free
E(Knlgnln: tov aboust twothinds of the population.

Thee NFSA had an expenditure of 0.72% of GDP
last year, whereas this year, It has fallen to 0.63%
of GOP. A truly Blzarre declsion in a country
where over 100 crore people cannot afford o
hesalihy diet and where Just abotit 0% have tliree
meaks a day.

Similarky, the allocated budget for MGNREGA
this year Is 0.26% of GDP as compared to the
0.29% allocated List year, As a share of GDP, these
two scherses today have a 28% lesser comblned
Budiget allocation than they did in 200415 when
thie NDA first assumed power. With stagiating
rural real wages and systematic underfunding of
MOGNREGA, It ks no wonder that rural distres bs
spiking across the country,

Vurlserable groups sweh as widows, the elderly,
and disabled individuals below the poverty line
tos were fgnored i the Budget, The National
Soclal Assistance Programme, which provides

S
Employment, Adim
Premis University,
Bengalm

The Nathoenal
Pemacratic
Alllance, in lts
third werm,

trend It set
carlier
reducing
Budgetary
allocaitions
firr wilfare

o0 Even at a poverty line of £30 a day,
these viulnerable groups would be lving at least
G below the poverty line i el solely to the
devices of the state,

Wellare and nutrition schemes

Fecently, the Women and Child Development
Minister admisted in Parliament that more than
50% of children under the age of five in Indla
sulfier from chronle malnutrition. Moreover,
anaemia rates in Incdlan women and children are
20 and 15% higher, respectively, than the global
average. Saksham Anganwadl and Poshan 2.0 is a
welfare scheme which alms to tackle child
maknutrition and hunger, The Anganwadi
progiramine was merged with the Prime
Minister's Overarching Scheme for Holistic
Nourishment (FOSHAN) Ablilyaan and a mtrition
scheme for adolescent girls in 202122, However,
even with addith thee Buckget alk | for the

Thie share in GDP of central expenditure on
education {(primary and secondary) has also
dheelined this year to 0.22% from 0,25% last year,
Although primary edueation enrolment rates are
Irigh, we still have a long way 1o go when it comes
to education quality and basic infrastructure
ameng other things, Thus, it is concerning when
educition's share in GO falls from 0U57% in
20115 10 0.22% today.

The only saving grace here seems 1o be the
Budget allocation for health, which saw a slight
Inerease. Since 2004415, the share of the Budget
allocated 1o the Health Ministry in terms of GDI*
s increased From 0.25% then to 0285 this vear,
The increase, bowever, Is far from enough in a
country where out-ol pocket expenditure on
heealth remains very high and pushes millions
Ity poverty every year,

The Budget allocation For all the mentioned
schemes/departments has gone down from 2.1%
as a share of GO in 200415 to just 1.53% this year,
Thae fact that the same was nearly thrice of what it
I today ~ 4.31% of GDI* - in the COVID-9
panderic year of 200021, underlines the vimliy
off these schemes.

According wo one estimate, the government has
foregone tax revenue of over 88 lakh crore since it
slashed corporate tax rates in 2009, v appears
thiat It ks the poor and the vulnerable who have
een sacrificed to accommodate the resulting

saime has declined by more than half since
200415 ~ from 0% of GDP then to 0.06% of
GO e recent Budget,

To snchedreess malnutrithon and hunger among

Tool-golng chilldren, the g uns the
midh-day meal (MDM) programme. The MDM
programme covers about 12 crore childrn i the
country, Despite the progrimime’s many
stiocesses in inereasing lass stendanee, and
educational s well as nutritional outcomes, the
Tunels maeant for it have halved sinee 2004415 a5 3
share of GO, Further, the Minkstry of Finance
refiscted @ plan for breakfast at school in 2000
citing a lack of funds desplie the promise i has
showin b Tarmil Nadii.

T thiee frce of sn acate maliutrition crisis
Faching, o chilldren, it bs Emperative that we
increase the coverage of these programmes and
provdde more mietritious food to our children,

I fiscal space due 10 tax cuts.

It s no wonder then that India has a poor
Human Development Index rank of 132, and that
todiny It I more umecual than it was dirling
Erftish rule, according to o new report by the
World Inequality Lab,

In contrast, the UPA cia

IF the NDA goveriment Is sebouis about its Viksit
Bharat decams then i@ must realise thit the way o
a devebopid soclety ds through the stomachs and
peiis of its poorest citkaens, No civilsed soclety
cotild be eonsidered developed i a Large portion
of fts papalation is unalbile w afford a life of
dignity. Perlups, the NDA government would do
well to follow the exaniple of the Unbted
Progressive Alllance governments which not only
aaw the introd of iew wellare schemes but
also o steady increase in thelr Dudget allocations
e thime.

Reshape the governance structures of Al companies

in capitalistic and neo-capitalistic

weonommibes have traditionally Gvoured the
theory of sharchobder primacy. This s that
In modern corporations, the objectives of profit
generation and wealth creation for the
shareholders and investors ke primacy over
other objectives of the business inclucing the
olajective of public good. In contrast, there have
been proponents of a stakeholder benefit
approach of corporate governance, which secks
to maximbse the benefits of all stakeholders,

I recent years, corporations with ostensibly
alternative governanee models, leaning towands
stakehalder capitalism have becomse more
common, Corporations are increasingly geiting
Involved in products, echnobogles and services
that cannot be driven solely on the obyjectives of
profit making and have a greater soclal objective,
Generative Artificial Intelligence (AD is one such
Instance, where corporations are seeking
altermative gevernance structures to balance the
olsjectives of generating profit with that of greaer
sockal responsibility,

T e modern corporate governance reglmes

Data access iss
11’M’dl'\-\1ﬂ1‘llll'l'll nl‘p\l technologies requines
aceess (o data, which may, in wrn, accelerate the
ability to utilise personal information to
undermine privacy, For instance, Meta was asked
1o panse fis plans to train its large language
maodels using public content shared on Facebook
and Instagram in the European regdon over
concerns rlsed by the Lrish privacy regulator, In
adddition 1o this, it has been noted that human
En-jut,lh.mllu findd thedr way into Al !rﬁmn\s and
il Ilull“mit mic biases with harmful results,
m-u-nlly. Amazon discontinued using a

b after it di d that it wis
plagued with pender bias, Moreover, researchers
at Princeton Unbversity conducted an experiment
where they used Al soltware 1o analyse and link

peak, Further upside risks remain, especiall
with domestic demand expected w hold up rela:
tive to the global demand for lndia’s exports. The
Commerce Mindstry still appears sanguine and
beteves India will surpass last year's record ex-
port tally, factoring in robust services exports.
Hut the outlook s uncertain, with existing and
fresh geopolitical disruptions (Bangladesh) re-
peatedly Qarfng ups, and frelght cost sunges mak-
ingg some exports unviable, A recent decline in
commodity prices s another umrry. especlally
with a diecels Chilnes
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| chemomstrate how ALcan perpetuate existing

Diises and create inequality with respect to
opportunities, and access. 1t is importan for the
creators of Al to act responsibly towards all
stakeholders,

These considerations have prompted several
companies 1o alter their corporate governance
structures, To counter the risks posed by Al
advancerments, OpenAd, and Anthropic, hive
resorted (o structures with public good and
developing responsible Al s core objectives
leading te creation of public benefit corporations.
For instance, Anthrople is governed by a
structure called Long Term Iﬂ:ﬂrln ‘.I‘nul This
trust bs composed of fve 6 i I

| are rumours that OpenAl may be considering a

move 10 a forprofit governance stouciune,

111 1970, Miltony Friedman famously asserted
that businesses have a soclal responsibility wo
penerate profits for thelr shareholders, From
theese recent events, it s evident that even n this
new age of public benefits corporation, the
purported public benefit may be nothing mere
than disguised profit seeking. Pursuing social
Interest at the cost of financlal conslderations
ity non be feasible mesely through adopting
creative governance structunes, Rather, these
povernance structures further relnforce the
shareholder primacy, especially in tech

mmembers who have the suthority (o select and
remove & portion of Antlropic’s board. Similarly,
OpenAl wis incorported as a non-profit, but it
transithoned into a hybrid design by incorperating
i capped profitsubsidiary w support its capital
Intensive innovation,

Purpose versus profits

Whille these companies started out with
alternative models, when there was a clagh
between the company’s goals of purpose and its
profit-generating machinery, the monetiry
Interests won, OpenAl, the creator of ChatGPT,
Found itsell embrolled in a corporate govermance
chebache last year when the non-profit board of
the company fired the CEO of the company, Sam
Altman, dug to concerns about the rapid
commerchalisation of Al products it the cost of
compromising user safety, The dismilssal was
strongly eriticksed by Microsolt, OpenAl's lirgest
Investor, which was supported by absout 20% of
the employees, holding employee stock options
b Openald,

Consequently, Mr. Altman was reinstated, and
thee exlstingg board was replaced. This debacke has
r.uwd questions on the viability of puhIIL benefit

I the wech

panies where even the employees hold
stockbused incentives,

Workable strategy
The present accountability structure is based on
appednting an independent board and adopting a
sockal benefit objective for the basiness. These
measures are not sufficlemtly strong to protect
aggainst this amoral drift, where the social
objectives ol a corporation are often subsumed by
the broader profit-driven goals as the market
enables unrestricted corporate control.
Policymakers need 1o employ innovative methods
of regulating corporations involved in developing
Albased products which bilance these
conflicting Interests,

From a strictly economile perspective, this can
b done by targeting three key areas: enhancing
tonggterm profit gains of corporations from
atlopting a public benefit pumm'. Ineentivising

pleance of such purp ang

rvdudn“ compliance costs of :ldupllwg such
purposes. This woubd require framing ethical
standards for the governance of Al product
companles, along with providing adequate
regulatory backing through reforms in corporate
memnm.e moris, With the increasing

of Abin multiple spheres of life, it ks

iy, |

its: producers o flood global mmlouts by unm re
cutting prices. Global rade s expected 1o grow
faster than 2023 but India must run harder o
keep up, and actualise any gains, While the
(:!:!III'E'! SLeps Lo tap new miarkets are loadable, it
tooffer inty for expaor-
ters om the fate of official schemes o boost thelr
competitiveness, before global festive onders
come up for bldding. A duty remission scheme,
RaDTEP, has been extended only till September
30, while an interest subsidy scheme lapsed in
June Tor large players and ceases this month for
smaller firms, Inter-ministerkal parleys for thelr
and even fon, must be expe-
lited sothat exporters hive greater visibliny over
longer lines to do thelr operational math

rather than last ke surprises,
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words and found that European names were broader Ludualry. wibeh rely on capital inlmim: l'rrnll Immlm.-nl that governance models promating the
percelved as more pheasing than their profitdriven shareholders and investors with deep pockets, o | ethical development of Al for generating profits
Afebcan parts. These | poals fund research and innovations, Recently, there niedd 10 be addopted.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
True | h wiake up and individuals who act inways | introducing the creany such time as we reach an done to increase the
“The day 8 woman canwalk | ensure that wormen are that are inhumiane; who layer concept within egalitarian society, the athlete’s ‘winnability factor’,
frechy on the roads at night, | safe. Thero has to be severe | disregand the basic dignity Scheduled Castes (SC). question of introducing a But this essentially goes
that cay we can say that punishment for crimes. The | and rights of others. Let us It should not be forgotten creamy layer among the 5C | against the Olympic motto
Indla s achieved Mahatma’s words marst commit to fostering a lutwre | that despite SCs reaching community should not of playing fair to oneself as
Vs 2 quote make political leaders where safety, equality and certain administrative arise, also to the opponent, As for
attributed to Mahatma ponder over the issue. respect are not privileges, jpositions, they are still far N.G.H. Prasad, Ms. Phogat being supported
Gandhl, But In today’s India, | M.C. Vijay Shankar, but the norm, Let us strive removed from saclal Chonaal by all shades of apinion in
there is hardly a single Cherwnal 1o raise future gencrations. equality, Even today, the country, including
place and specific time who will continue to bulld a | honour killings, which are An appeal In vain politicians, it was a

where and when women
are safe. That we celebrate
T4 years of Independence

Fwrite this letter as a
student who completed
elass 12 recently, While we

against the backdrop of rojoice in our notion’s.

brutal nuwnlu agalnsl Independence, it s essential

women is di " o ack fedpe the

Alaka Rasagna, challenges that persist.

Chodavatam, Andhra Pradesh Freedom is more than just
the absence of colonial rule.

Going by data and reports, It Is the right to tive without

the state of women in India
is a sorry one. It is time
povemnments and the

[ 1]

fear, to work and move
freely in our land, Itis
disheartening that there are

@l

country that lives up to the
ideals enshrined in the
Constitution. Let us ensune
that the freedom we
celebrate s not just
wymbolic but a reality for
every living being in this
great land.

Heshika Elangovan,
Tinanabooll, Tamd Nadu

Creamy layer
There is much discussion on

actually hormor killings, take
place. It would take a long.
time for persans in the

The unfortunate set of
events that befell woman
wrestler Vinesh Phogat

foregone conclusion that
her appeal was up for
Failure. When medals are

lower rungs of society to would never have been docided on the basis of split
reach higher positions. To encountered by ber had she | seconds, the scope for joint
think naw in terme of the: competed In her natural medals to be awarded was
creamy layor would not be weight category. The wory remdaote,

doing |ustice to 5Cs who w.- convoluted methods she 5, Kamat,

yet b achieve adopted to | it will My

equality, The Keezhvenmanl | take a toll DIIIM:M.hIﬂt“S Lm‘.,“m.,wm

massacre | 1968) and the health. One und oodn
Bharmapur violence are that attempts to compete in | must carmy the il postal

not far from ene’s mind, Till | a lower welght category are | address

B |

- »
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Retro tax redux

After the telecom AGR shocker in 2019, the apex court
has just resurrected the retrospective tax ghost

HE SUPREME COURT'S decision to allow states to seek royalty
and tax dues from companies for mining activities from as far
backas April 1, 2005, caneasilybe termedas a pyrrhicvictory for
the latter, just as it was for the Centre in the telecom adjusted
gross revenue (AGR) case in October 2019, While the apex court'sverdict
in July overturning its own 199 1 judgment to give states the right tolevy
royaltyand tax on mineral-bearing land needs to be lauded forupholding
the principles of federalism, the application of the same with retrospec-
tive effect takes away a lot of the sheen. The reason is simple: Any collec-
tion of dues from a long past date strains the finances of the companies
concerned, createy ﬁ.lrtherllllg;tmn distorts the structure, and encour-

: Opmion

HE GREEM TRANSITION is
here to stay, As concerns on
climate change increase and
gmenw:hlw]nsies and peod-
Lt by their economic
\m‘hlik}r, iths sp:u'klag gwlnsndopm:u

solarand electricvehicies {EVE) lsgalnlng

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO

@ RESOLVE TO GROW

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

If 40 crore people can break the shackles of
slavery to gain freedom, just imagine what

\

©® THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
FINANCING HIGHER RETAIL CAPEX IN A LOW GREENIUM WORLD WILL EASE GREEN TRANSITION

The green trifecta

AKHILESH TILOTIA

Cao-chair, Climate and Sustainability Council, IVCA

agesauthorities to mindlessly chase the model of isation
all of which takea toll on economy and private investments,

Theeffects of the SC verdict inthe AGR case, which billed telecom com-
panies with dues worth €167 trillion for a 20-year period, is still being
felt by the companies, Had the order not been tweaked two years later,
followed bya government package, at least one company would have shut
shopdespite | g millionsinth k. But itwould be fair to say
that in the AGR case the telcos were to be equally blamed because they
had not provisioned for the amount despite knowing about the dispute
and litigation, However, in the mining case, the companies cannot be
blamed at all. In 1991, a seven-judge SC bench had ruled in an India
Cement casethat only the central government had the power tolevy such
royalty, Later in 2004, the apes court ruled in favour of the West Bengal
g;mlem ment in its case agalnst Kunram [nd\.ﬁtries
i 1g mineral rights were totally in the right
anLI were following the law of the land. If the SC has now overturned its
own 1991 ruling and changed the law by agreeing with its 2004 order,
why should the companies be penalised on a retrospective basis? It is cor-
rect that the apex court has acknowledged the financial impact and said
that retrospe will come into effect from 2005, not 19911t
has also said that no penalty and interest should be c'halgud and compa-
nies can pay in 12 instalments, However, with the industry estimating
the dues to be around 1.5 trillion, the impact would be too high, with lia-
bility in some cases higher than the net worth of a company. Since min-
eral mining is a deregulated sector, miners will not be able to recover past
costs from their consumers, But in a sector like power, tariffs may go up
as power purchase agreements have a cost recovery mechanism,

Ome hopes just like the Centre in the case of AGR, the state govern-
ments concerned behaye ma‘pm\s)hlyal:d dun t turn E)(lﬂl:ll\‘ﬂ [‘hn.- sC
hassaid that it's the prerog; of
to forego past dues, The Mzdhya Pradesh government has already
declared itsi fnot seeking past dues, The future course of action
of states like Jharkhand, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Rajasthan will nowbe watched closely. Still,
the issue of regulatory certainty, which includes judicial clarity, remains
abig concern in India as far as private investment is concerned. Compa-
nies need tax certainty, not frequent disruptions by the governments as
well as the judiciary,

o,

PM’s I-Day speech:
Many new beginnings

PM’s I-Day speech reiterates lofty goals for 2047, but lacks a
commensurate action plan; middle-income trap is real

OF ALL STATEMENTS and ext toms by Frime Minister Narend
addressing the natlon onthe 78th Independence Day, the one with

Modi while

trans-

Cli ch isincreasing the requlm
ment: fr.lrcoo'lhag especiallyin India.
Three trends stand out: {3) invest-

are currently making these lnvestments;
public palicy and finance are being used

holeks

mient isbeing made at a household level
{for a rooftop panel, EV, or an ale condi-
tioning device); (bj such investment is,
by definition, upfront; (¢} once the
Investment is macle, the cost of opara-
tion ks typleally significantly lower than
CUITENE Costs,

Rise of household investments

As consumers transform Into pro-
sumers (producers and consumers
slmultangowsly), households are at the
forefront of making Investments In
green prodicts.

The International Energy Agency
{IEA}, in its World Energy lnvestment
2024 report, noted,"The share of total
energy investments made or decided by
private households {if not necessarily
financed by them directly) has doublad
from 94 in 2015 to 18% today, thanks
tothe combined growth in rooftopsolar

Importance of capex over opex

underdying commodity {coal, erude oil,
atr.) Over time, the cost for the final con-
sulnerwuibedrjmnhythe :ngtnfcapltal

poveer suppiynr EVs Onee capex on set-
5

Another [EA report titled
forAffordableand Pmrclmnhsergyﬁm
sitions"noted that". total end-use expen-
diture.on en L amounted m USDE tril-
lion in 2023, reflecting the total enesgy

Wds and

1mis Is sorted, the mar-
g{lml upemungcnkt,unpecull‘y Inacom-
jpetitive market, can tend towards a very
low number, if not zero We sea this trend
]nk[ .md I.nm:aslng]yln EVs,

¥ paid for by
Industrial o LD

L-'iln and viable w:li be a

Ttrillion in 2023) plus addi-

keydeterminant of capital

can be achieved by the resolve of 140 crore people

thelr investments. However, it does not
meet the test of the market currently,
This should not be surprising. We
know that asset owners (sovereign
wealth funds, pension funds, endow-
ment funds, ete ) and managers of capi-
tal {fund managers of private equity,
Inwestment trusts, debt funds, etc) are
all bound by their respective fiduciary
duties to get appropriate risk-adjustiad
return on their investments, which are
tracked against current benchmarks
and returns. This makes it almost
Impossible for them to expect lower
returns from green nvestments.

Implications for green
investments

In sum, the three trends Indicate
that househalds (including small busi-
ness owners and operators) are
expected to make larger green Invest-
ments requiring the commitment of
upfront capital that will anticlpate to
meet [is return expectations,

in green investments

will widen from financing large renew-

able power farms and electric mobility

original equipment manufacturers to
oods in these

Installations, ts in building

efficiency and tectrd
For the moment, these investments are

and well-designed pelicies are essential
to making clean energy technologies
mare geeessible toall”

It is reasonable to expect that this

tional taxes, netaffossilfuel I a world roiled by flow for green transition,
and clean subsid i

(USD 1.1 trillion), In the change, Whither greenium?
STEPS (Stated Palicles e @VENRUAI returns Even as investment
nario), end-use energy MAY turn outto be  pakes centre stage in the
expenditure rises to USD 10 low, driven by green tranition, markets
trillion in 2035. There is a lower i have consistently guided
modest increase in taxes th that there is no material,
raised from prices on (02 g sustained pgreen pre-
and a I fossil fuel mium for financing such
subsidies, but the main dri- investments, We have
verafi it i il explored this earlier In these pages
tiomal i mees grow | (bt dy(3X3ak4i). Recent green bond
demand! [ermphasis added] issuances by the government of India

While the overall expenditure on
energy as a proportion of GDP does not
lmltn:ﬂly'r:m‘3 , the relative nature of

d (‘urmnrlu juast

‘While public policy will have a role in
making green choices more affordable,
the best performing Industrics will be
those which can reach economic viabil-
Ity via a mix of rechnological, scaling,
and husiness process breakthroughs,
Thebusiness model will change from

{which were either oF par-

tl.ali subscribed at the expected lower
! dthatit g

f F
of input to charging for the cost of capl-
alupat el Ly

than half of the $8 trillion Is for capital

even Eor BN lasuers, to g!t :my
material greenium,

thes for asset wmgati«m ﬂrn{qldlat can

offer to

tmﬂdntmm’tlns'lrhmddlcnmm“{mlt recoveryand financing l:mﬁs. this propor- Thereis athesis that in aworld roiled cugwmc& Such asset platfnrmh can
Iscalled ¥ tion rises to almost two-thi cli hange, 2 sl hy hlluglng In
strength. Cu ing vari- umderthe Ni 2050508- turn out to ba low, driven by lower eco- benefits for h

ous devices that are belm; used in the
powes sector {solar panels, smart and net
metaring hatterystorage,ate ) Thisistrue
for transport and bullding efficlency toa,
Asthe [EAreportnotes,

nario, The faster the world wants to

achbeve net zero, the highes is the propor-

tion of the capital investment,
Currently, power or fuel costs are

dent on the cost dy ofthe

nomie growth or more disruptive cli-

well as businesses large and small

mmate events, This posits that long-t
asset owners and

Asthi
i

hy naw

and be pre-
pared toaccept lower curTent returms on

satof s i
Viewss are personal

Cloud can transform BFSI

MRUTYUNJAY MAHAPATRA

Mamber, baard of diractars, and chairman of audit committes,
fieserve Bank inovation Hub; and former MO & CEO,
Syndicats Sank

With conducive policies, regulatory support, and trust
in the technology, cloud-based financial services can
catalyse adoption and empower Indian entities

THE INDIAM BANKING, fir

and Insurance{BFS ) sector lswitnessinga
long-pending season of change with

potential forth his call for®, nannnzlmsuu:r_m(mhe}used
forth man” His 98-minute speech cannot be bi
visionary articulation. It also sought 10 demonstrate that in !plte of the ruling
allianee having to rely for majority on a couple of allies that don't

causing disrup-
tian in opuatlr.ms and customer experi-
ence. Adopting cutting-edge technelogy

= 'A,h.. g

scribe to the Bharatiya fanata l‘arty’sldeolagﬁcal maoorings, his third term would

Thisis speﬂauy true foe small and mnp

cloud fon journey encom-
[passes ted\m:loglr_a! upgrades, process
automation, cturing,
and pmduﬂlmauntkm.which u]ﬂmnwfil
helpin reducing business risks and dri-
ving operational efficlencies.

Glven that the financial sectorhandles
eritlcal forms of data, the eybersecurity
aspects and concerns about control over

as per thelrrequirernents and vislon.
Companies must also make strategic
choices between deployment models
such as public, private, hybrid, and multi-
cloud architectures and decide between
different migration strategles based on
the entities' context ds and alms.

Eanle, ALl Small Finance Bank, and others
T 2 doudtol

thelr services, retaln and onboard new

as digital lending aau':rdln[( to demand,
Some, like Axis Bank, were also able to

For Inatance, companles that wish to
utJJise the benefits of the cloud for their

reduc onboard time to below
elghtminutes, reducing friction b
h ice prowider and

st aim at fulfilling the d goals. The peime minlster fcarm; i 7 lutions but prefer the stabilityof  tivelybyutliisingthe agility that the cloud

pitch for" i lection', but al ch I ithi; The phet loud service dbal.rlugncyapumdnn!myopﬁnra pa:r- enables. Internationally, cloud-based

code”,whilecalling setof civil laws com- tnnsfnrmatl.nn cycieg mo to-market providess (C5Ps) and financlal entitiesis financial services have brought about a

munal' Slnceboththeseah|ecdm aupnl!dcal!y- ing gies, and the ordinary consumer  bullton the principte of shared responsl- pclrdan nfsuvlem aremigratedontothe  seaof efficlencles in the case of Standard

In el Adigital ion for bility, where entities are cloud. Alternatively, other  Chartered Bank and embodied stability

tlwse Tespects, thﬂmfme may only have tl‘l.ﬂ fnnmon of political messaging, and these banks Im’ucﬂlmre'm:m:umpuu responsible for murltyln = B strategies, suchas parallel  Intimes of crisis for customers of Privat-

grandstanding fornow, tive, b o and enh. the cloud, lling an i and hig-bang migration, Bank of Ukraine, where services were

For anything, these can’t rationally be the immediate priorities for the country, tomer experbence, managing the secumy oE cloud-based Envolve gradual transitlon i diothe cloud withi h

which has lately been warned by World Bank researchers about belng caught ina Critical HIN i d thelr content fil fal services  and moving entire infra- evenasth ability

“mibddle-Inconse trap”,alongwith manyof its peers, whose mean per capita income vingthedi taltr:nﬁEnm\al:lnn'pume}'M szxtams, and netwarks. On pectively, Ult- of local infr: Payll is another

remainedbelowa tu':m nELEe Usﬂuﬂa};last h];lfeeacmmw.Tnbe;rl..lere,h i dreams o gl}!irlu'lm puting o other hand, C5Ps man- have brought mately, thedecisiononhow  example where a mmpan);l was able to

of making India ayubalmnufzcmrlns hub(a pml:mecy he had made it the past from the front. Cloucd s are tyofthechoud abouta e of o adopt and utilise the  ease information technology manage-

too,and so had his “skill capital of the world', 2 transforming India's financial sector,  topratect effici cloud irelywithth ment and campllance through cloud
gloha!educ.nl.on“ b byp e higher! ingand ha"global beader” enabling banks and fintech firms to and services its entiti d, adoption. These ca

orand g praductis d h.Someof th pl deliver innovative solutions with ease, aperational performance, efﬁl:hlu:y cloud solutions can enable for

removec from not justt realities, but th h agility. and and meet relevant legal and regulatory Catalysing adoption of cloud- financial Institutions, undeclining the

the !dmmﬂnm substantive) policies helng set out could btl.ngahcml requirements. based financial services benefits of a potential transition at scale

instance, hand innovati tools for Indiato Why embrace cloud migration? Governmentsand hankingragulators — domestically and globally,

correct th in capital ion it g from, th Vs Cloud-enabled services empower  Migrating to the cloud have acknowledged the benefits of doud Asdigital transformation accelesates

RE&T Iy declined h F GOPgverthe last twodecadestol h ‘hanks to scale up business by redefining Migrating tothecloud entalls therelo- services. This has boosted the adoption of In financial services, cloud computing

0.7%, Worse, tur L Ishees at 3% of GDF, while the pre- products, processes, technology Infra- cation of applications, data, infrastruc- these innovative operational models  emerges as a potent enabler for

seription h.nheenwralselt matlmstﬁ% Modi' sl Dﬂyspeechwmlcihmimplmi structure,and governance models, 1t helps ture, security, and otherobfects toa clowd across the BFS] sectorand is projected i resilience and future-readiness, With

fidence ifitinclud pl I them tua:a'ln_up seorvlnea byprovidinga  eomputing envirenment, often froma be malnstreamed In due course. The  conducive policles, regulatory support,

pressing imperatives, g d lised g and gthening of range of b CampL- ‘s own location, In such aven- Maghlaj prograrme almed to host gov- and a growing trust In the technology,

Institutions. Mamywoulbd h Aer tostate e coun- tation prowess, apmatlngacmggdlveme ture, the company decldes to mave ity ernnunlapphcatlm!nantlmdwd Atthe  cloud-based i 1

try stands now, in terms of some of his p:ut pronouncements, like "doubling of fferings operations to the cloud toboost efficiency same time, the EASE {E il Access broad adeption, ing Indian

farmers' [curlem}lacume

The official ling is India has nearly eliminated "extreme poverty', and that 248
million people moved out of“multidimensional poverty"innineyearsto 2022-23
{an earlier UN report said 415 million Indian people exited such poum‘ty]n 15years
to 2019-21). Th by f concrete data,
and anecdotal evidence to the contrary. The pllme ml.nlners'huu]d have Initiated
a credible estimation of Indla's poverty Incidence, via house-to-house enumera-
tion,and based an realistic®real income-based"yardstick. Whether the PM's vision
of Viksit Bharat (developed India) by 204 7 could be achieved or not in tachnical
terms {economists would say thisis a tall ul»dm, the country would indeed need to

urgentlym Itiplefronts peoductivi mhlgherhew:ls_l'nil
£ catal locati
development of human capital,as the much d demographi rtlviﬂnnffnmd‘
to be amplified and harnessed bufmelt ﬂz:jen ouL
The i peoliferati fwomen:
self-halp gmupsthal helped weaken paIrlard:q-' and emergmce of a critical mass
of glohal I India's geog g forbig global firms. Even

1o build on these gains, and boost domestic dem:md,wznlng out the resources s
vital Unlike China during the last four decades of its ascendancy,
Incia can'texpect much help from the ext d strides, given
thestate of theworld econormy, and the geopolltical Jm.ert]tudn

based on the requirements of the entlty
opting for clowd wmc&'{‘hﬂ Intugnta:l
artficial

in scaling up services and operationalls-
ingnew products, reduce securlty risks
and, In most circumstances, lowes opera.-

and Seevice Excellence) reforms incen-
thvised banks tointegrate eme)slnﬂtedl

(llunc]al Institutions to optimise effi-
clency and elevate customer services,

nokngl.es like d.wd thereby

capabilities enable running adva.noud tienal costs, Migration is a journey that toalto
analytic 8 P movingfromaim-  revolut domestic BFS| sector,
th Tadit P insilis, The F [ 4 I T i Indian banks such as Axks Bank, RBL

THE EDITOR

India @78

Apropas of “The real freedom” (FE,
August 15}, as India stands as one of
tihe wiorld's emerging economies, it is
facing stiff challenges, its people five
in a chaotic ecanomy where climate
change = a challenge. WE e going

the world moves towards 3 new
Industrial revolution relying on
technaologies such as 5G, the Internet
af Thimgs, artificial intelligence,
robotics, and green technologies,
India must bulld significant
capabilities in these areas. India's

im & meaningless without a

through a period of di among
states in the context of education,
healthcare, and ecanamic growth. As
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') that governs a
democratic system based on social
jpustice, aguality, and unity in diversity,
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India's progress inthe st centuny
depends on following these vabues,
—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Mining tax ripples

The retraspective mining tax as ruled
by the Supreme Cowrt is bound to
hurt the mining firms which ame
slready struggling with & host of
emwironmental isswues, However, this
additicnal berden will be passed on to

While chall remain, they will
diminish over time as cloud technolo-
gles mature and become mainstream
across the BFSI sector.

consumers, and the final consumers
are the people using the goods and
services. This is bownd to increase
inflationary pressures. The Centre,
states, and all the other agencies
demand their pound of flesh, while
the real awners of the land like the
Adivasis get nothing.

=anthony Henriques, Meharashtra
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Opinion

Does India lack a sporting culture outside cricket?

| PARLEY I
Tvie Paris Olymples just ended with
Indla seeuring slx medals — one silver
anel five bronze - to place 71stin the

come of fts
17 What

Ak inedals tally. This country's
Subibalal performance led to many questions about the
Forred meed for a sporting culture, Was India's
goalkeeper fod performance in the Obamples an

tndia two-tima ek of sporting culture oukside

Olyeplan, anore ean be done? AB. Subbalah and Tejaswin
and a Shankar discuss the question in & comversation
three-Uma moderated by Uthra Ganesan, Edited excerps:
Asian Games

medallist

Teaswin
Shankar

Current national

How would you compare Indla®s
performance with that of other countries?

Tejaswin Shankars There was greater visibility
of our athleres, Tdon’t know I that s because
the broadeasters decided o cover Indl Irts
anore compared (o previous years or | we
were abile to send more athbetes o the Games
this tme, But there were more people in blue
Jerseys and that was good to see. In same events,
it was really heartending tosie somi of our
performances, 1t was sad that we lost o medal by
wome other events,

iecaed holder in

rm:'f:':::,l‘md awhisker here and there, In

Eomndiviilin Indla's performance was really upsetiing,
Games masdallist

i the event Dr. Subbaiah, many people say cricket has

grown exponentially, while other sporis
ham' not grown (o that extent in lndln What

hink? W are not seel 1 enough
:ﬂultnln other sports,

A.B. Subbaiah: Yes, sther Indian spons didn’
ke the changes that were required of them
Haster, I 19946 (Atkama), Leander Paes got the
first indbvidual bronze medal after 1952 at the
Olympies, That was blg. Nowadays, we win 78
Olymple medals across different spores. This is
lappening because we began identifying
yorngger tadent and giving them support, 1t s not
el an all, bast It s happening, The
infrastructure and sports sclence are much
Better than it wis during our thne,

TS: As your sald, results matter, Winning o
s the goal and all our elforts are made wwards
that. From a sporting ecosystem standpolnt, |
fewl we huve comie a long way since the London
Olymples (012) or the Rio Olymplcs CH016),
“There 15 a long wily 1o go, however, People say,
see how the LS, has so many medallists, book ar
their GDP, thelr population, ete, But we also
Tuawvee 1o realise thiit they (the 1.5, have had
o thian 100 years (of sporting history)
Diirdug Acdoll Hitler's tine, (American athibete)
Jesse Owens won many Olymphe gold medals,
5o, history also matters. On the other hand,
India has been furiding many sporis well only in

TEBOOK

Covering a mass uprising

1t ks not easy to fully capture an organic protest that spleals into a mass
uprising in real ime

Meera Seinivasan

o say Bangladesh Prime Minlsier
' I \ Ikh Hasina's dramatic ouster
hocked the reghon |8 an under:

statem Few would have foreseen her
Tormly hebd power crumble the way it did,
unable to withstand the fury and fortl:
tude of students, Thelr protests offered
reason for both intrigue and inspiration,

Reports from Bangladesh polnted 1o
three cruclal triggers in the mobilisation
of students: when the High Court pes:
tored o controversial gquota system in em:
ployment; them, when dozens of protes:
ters were killed in the government’s
erackeown; and later, in response to Ms,
Hasina's derogatory reference to the agh
tating stadents, By then, scores of citl
aiena had Jolned them insolidarity,

Tt s med easy to Tully capture an organ:
fe prodest that splrals Inte a mass uprlsing
i real tine. As dadly news reporters, we
cover thi most obwvious elemaents of such

mobilisations, based on s
tiers, and chiants,

The scenes from Bangladesh remind.
ed many of Sel Lanka in 2022, when the
“Janatha Aragalaya’ (people’s struggle)
ousted President Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
They wok me back 1o March 2002, Citi-
sens’ street prodests were gaining steam
In Colombo amid long power cuts and
shortage of essential supplie
lanal's econamy was crashing,
were running out of patience, We saw the
prodests swell within weeks, but did noy
predict the staggering scenes that would
unfold on July 9, of protesters storming
the presidential palice, Mr, Gotbaya,
fo0, (hed the country and resigned,

Reparters are not expected 1o predict
outcomes, Our job s o follow develop:
ments closely, by visiting the spor, talking
o people, and following the govern:
mnent's response, It was important o
derstand whao the protesters were |
why they had taken 1o the stree
day offered some learnbing - about the ex:
panncing movement, the diversity of its
participants, thslr ereative and col:
lective effort i b 11, whible chanting
“go home, Gota” relenthessly, Protesters,

i

matinly youth, cccupled Colombo's sea
Fromt, bl a et city, and stayed pat,
Soon the agitatlons spread to different
parts of the country. We could net be pre:
sERt at every protiest site, but thise of us
tracking the story frequently exchanged
notes with colleagues we trusted, This
was especially Important when inciclents
of violence were reported, ke on March
3, 2022, Hundreds of angry Protestors

Power cut. Snlur. whao were not part of
the protesting group, seta bus on fire in
what seemed a deliberate aet to provoke
violence. Photographers and videogra
phers, as abways, bore witness,

1 Apreil, fruit seller Chamida Lakshan
who had stepped out to find petrol re-
turmed home d Podice had opened
fire “to control” the aghating crowd in
Rambukkana town, some 100 km north-
cast of Colombo, The locals who had
athered for his funeral ot his modest
home were iy sald they wene
chone with the Rajapaksas,

On July 22, 2022, the mlll1.|ry ralched
the seaside protest site In Colombo, as
saulning the peacelul dissenters, barely
24 hours after President Ranil Wickre:
mesinghe assumed charge, Some of us
tried going 1o the spot
alerted us, but police and army
barred us from entering the area that
they had cordoned off. Luckily for us,
BB journalist Anbarasan Ethirajan was
staying at a hotel within the restricied
area and had rushed o the spot. His sha.
Ky vistrals recorded amidst charging mili
rary men were all we had to understand
thve vieslent nature of the pre-dawn attack,

During the Aragalaya months, a com:
bination of spot visits, interviews, col:
beagnes' mpressdons, and credible social
medin updates (except when it was
Banmed) helped us plece togethier 4 rapld-
Iy evolving story that had no coherent
narrative o clear author, Sri Lanka's
protests were both ehallenging and huim-
Bling for journalists, They underscored a
cruelal element of our work - Hstening.

e, srinhimimsgithehindaooin

Irecia (eloblalmllm(lory Iy the men's bronge medal mateh, GETTY IMAGLS

the Last 810 years,

It is good to be eritical about our performance
because it fuels the hunger in our athletes and
also pushes adminstrators 1o do better, After the
London Olymples, everyone was happy that we
wor 6 medals. This thime, we won G again, bt
peophe have been very erltical, That Is a sign of
rogress. At the same thme, we need o ot
otirselves some slack and not compare ourselves
1o Cliina or the VLS, W will get there with time,

Do youi sgree that we are i one-sport natlon
that wakes up occasionally and demands
results in other sports?

T8: I we were just a one-sport nation, nobody
wontld even care about or fund other sports
apart from cricket. So, clearly we are not, But
yes, erbcket gets a lot more attention, possibly
because people ke it Even in the ULS., track
el fleddd does not ger the ullh.'ullﬂ\lku: 08, may,
the NBA (National Baskethall Association),

There is a lack of ger awareness about
other sports. For example, badminton s
prodabily one of the most famous sports after
ericket i India. People talk a lot about i, We
Tave had heroes like PY, Sindhu, Parupalli
Kashyap, and Salna Nelwal, But people =il
don’t know the bashe rules of the game. When
they stan demanding results, it becomes
challenging for the athiletes becausse they are not
used tosuch eritbelsm or even such atention
(when th mies are onh, When they play at the
Garries and fnksh fourth, people are surprised
anch o thieough (helr whole Blodata, But more
people newd 1o get interested and nvolved in
thesi sports outside of the Olymples eycle.

ABS: We are not a sporting nation. We lave a
Tgge population and many youngsters; some of
them can be urged o take up sports, IF we
suppart them by providing good Infrastructisre,
finances, nutrithon, and sclentific support stadf,
we cin be ot Jeast bn the top sk or seven nations.
Khido Tk s & good concept beeatise we hive

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
A relentless search

L

pisha and &
lhmwvﬂeﬂthnllwrwnmhthe«- it i

Whien more parents and schools allow
0 prarstie spores, we will lave more

tarking Chat o o ehe nest level and of some
af those children becoming supersars,
THJASWIN SHANKAR

e at the grassroots level, and we can
Wentily people who are really talented. We need
o et rture thiem for o few more
years at least, The government programime s
where you need not worry about funding, but
the system should be ran professionally, Also,
players can be produced through private
academies, This time, we could have another
Tourr or five medals i we had good support staif.

Should we bulld a culture where people
follow sports throughout the year?

TS I yous bove spots, it shouildi't be because of
the Olymipics results or the star athletes
competing in a sport, Take the cxample of the
LS, The reason they bove sports b heciise
they have o Michael Phelps, but because when
children in Class B or 9 play feotball matches,

the whole city comes towatch, A Michael Phelps |

or LeBirc mies b ned runmbog around the feld,
onl! ledren are. The passion for the
sport supersedies the passlon to watch a
particular athlete,

In Inddia, when mone and more parcits and
school currbeula allow ehildren o play and
purse sports, we will lave more fun asa
peneral population, there will be o higher
0 the next
o becoming
superstars. The culture doesn't come from big
players, it comes from small institutions, Such a
culture also helps the population be healthy.

Alsos, there is no such thing as o genetie pool,
of X belng stronger than Y. 11 that was the case,
iy cotntries wouldn't have won medals,

‘What do you think cricket did right and
other sports did not do between 1983 and
now? Indla wan the Olymplc gold in 1980 in
hockey and the Cricket World Cup in 1983,
Then erleket went bna diiferent direction,

ABSE A buasee was built for ericket. Former
players were used to conch even the club teams,
Infrastructure was provided in each district. We
elled mot make sy such atbempt by other sports.
W condhcted our senlor natlenals, junior or
sl unior nationals in hockey but there was no
proper selecthon commites. Earlier, people

Aferinight ago,

search continues for the mede than 130 people who ano still minsing comtinu e, SAKELR HssAS
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FIFTY YEARS AGO  AUGUST 16, 1074

“Turks claim fall of port city of
Cyprus inrenewed fighting

Micoska, Aug. 15: The Turkish-Cypriot Bayrak
Radio announced to-day that the castern
Cyprus port of Famagusta had surrendered 1o
attacking Turkish forces, a victory report that
wiotibid mean Turkey has divided the istand

P ARCHIVES alu'ﬁ!'

= Rindu.

knito two parts abongt a 104k “Atilla lne®,

A Uniited Mathons spokesiman, however,
denbed the claim,

A U correspondent in Nloosk reporied
fighting in the streets of Famagusta,

The “Atillia line” is named after Atillia, the
Hikn, and this ancl ¢ represented the
westernmost penetration of Europe by the
Hums who eamie out of the part of Asis it
now includes Turkey.)

Turkish forces have also claimed the Fall of
Greek Cypriot naval base of Boghaz, 16
kilometres north of Famagusti,

& B | PP

il b lgher cliince of someone |

useeed tes ke thie out an thie lase minute, We lost
30 years from K0 o 2000 because of not
revolutionising hockey, Even when we were
g baedly, wee niever thought we Duve (o
change the system or bring in people (coaches
ancd stafl’) froam Holkund, Germany, or Australia,
When hockey requilred a ditler ol o

fitmess, we should have done 1} trivlmed
hard, but we never gave Bportance 1o recovery,

The government spends a lot of money on
e athletes today, but the perception is that
our success Is despite the system, not
brecause of it How can we change this?

ABSs Once players get into the Dindla camp, they
et the best facllites. But they ane suppased 1o
et these wheds they are coming up in the
Unedder-14 or Under-15 category, Bengalum ks
such a big city, yet we have only one hockey
wround there, Leave aside the SAL{Sports
Authority of India) ground, that's for the
nathonal camyp. We have hostels, but where is the
Infrastructune? Every big chy hos layouts but no
Sports complex o 8 sport arena or stadium,

Is a government or public sector job the only
way to attract children o sports? Does it
restrict the growth of a sports culture?

ABS: What bs the option? Sportspersons ane not
fatkoent care of after their sports earcer, they don't
Tave any Insurance or pension, Most of our
senior players didn't earm much even though
they w hamplons, Mamy did not get a good
Joby, They suffered healthwlse, Our government
whoubd trean il top athletes as professionals and
prowide some money so that they can start
producing new champions instead of getting
new jobs, When Sreejesh retired, he was
imediately made junior India coach, Such
people shold ot go out of the system because
A ey gt o 00-year break and come back as
coaches, the game changes by then,

T8z The system |s not well obled, | disagree thar
jorbss should be proviced 1o Khilo India kids or
these whio get 8 imedal once o twlee in the
Junlor age growp. | don't think ghdig them a job
ancd financial securiy |s the best wiy forward,
Sports ks important: it helps you find new
prerspoective; it teaches you different life skills,
o i s ot a way to find o job. You shoubd find a
Job through education, Gettlng a government
Jox should not be the goal of playing a sport,

oo listen 1o the full interview
Scan the code or go ta the link
Wi Ehehiinehi. com

Eoﬂ--q

aithl off Mumider in Pothukal neas Milambir, & bown i the Makappairam disirict of Herala, soarch for it of the Wayanad tragedy in
deaiity Lardslides in Wayanad's Meppady panchayat killed mare than 230 propie in the loothills, The

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD ALGUST 16, 1924
Portuguese India

Bombay, A, 15: Mr. Roberts Branto D
Lawyer journalist, President of the Commere
Assoclation of Portugese Indla and former
member of the Goa Legishuive Council, who
returned this mormling by the 8.5, Naldera®
fromme Lisbon where e had gone as one of the
special debegates of the Portuguese India to the
Second Colonlal Conference was Interviewsd by
the Associated Press on anrival,
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Dragon dollars

India should be careful about Chinese investment

arking a major shift in policy, India
M appears inclined to relax both the entry

of Chinese labour and capital into the
country. According to a report in this newspaper, the
Centre may reconsider the restrictions imposed on
investment from China since April 2020 {allowed
only with government approval, on a case by case
basis), in the wake of the Galwan clash,

Meanwhile, a dedicated portal to rxpﬂﬂ:c
short-term vissapplications of Chinese
professionals has become aperational this
month 1o address the shortage of
technicians in sectors under the
production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme.
These moves raise some concerns. The
security issues arising out of the entry of
Chinese professionals (even if for three or
six months), especially into sensitive
sectors, cannot be brushed aside. Just two
years back, the Centre curtailed the
operations of telecom major Huawei on
security considerations, But even if the
seeurity risk is addressed by ruling out
sensitive gectors, the entry of the Chinese
workforee could hold up India’s efforts at
skilling unless if clauses are built into
approvals for domestic talent to be trained
by them, If Chinese professionals are to deal
with immediate issues regarding machine
installation and training in PLIsectors, it
should be made clear to companies secking
these services that the visa relaxation will be
phased out over, say two years — to make
way for an Indian workforee, India should,
therefore, be careful and selective in
handing out these visas,

As for inviting Chinese FDI — just about
#4 billion has entered in two decades,
accounting for less thian one per cent of
India's FDI stock — India must proceed
realistically, and with caution, The
Ecenomic Survey has argued for allowing
Chinese FDIin the hope that itwould bring
down India’s over $100 billion imports from
China, besides turning In ntoa hub for
exporting to US and F\lmpu whichis
pursuing a ‘China plus one' sourcing
strategy. Howeve
forgotten that C
overcapacities; the trade spar wil htheUSis
only making things worse for China. India’s
large market gives it a chance to export its
electric vehicles and solar panels, besides
the more familiar consumer items, rather
than invest in producing them here — more
soif tariffs are lowered, Trade experts have
pointed out that while some investment has
moved from China to ASEAN in recent
vears, Chinese imports into the region have
risen as well. This is acomplication best
avoided. India should follow a nuanced
approach of granting investment approvals
after deep study of the impact that it would
have on domestic industryand labour, If
opening up is inevitable, it should beon
terms favourable to India.

While there can be no denying India’s
dependence on China for intermediates,
India can perhaps work out a FDLand PLI
strategy that guarantees technology and
skills transfer with local sourcing. That, in
fact, wag China's investment strategy,

POCKET

RAvIANTH

POORNIMA VARMA

he Economic Sunvey (ES) of

2023-24 made a suggestion

that food inflation could be

ignored while targeti

inflation. Monetary policy
measires focus more on demand-side
Factors o curb prices, while supply-side
factors predominantly drive food prices,

Though the effectiveness of inflation
aegeting n contalning inflatton remalns
Rargely inconchasive in research findings,
the suggestion toexclude food from
inflation targetting has been met with
scepticism from many economists,
Canwe exclude food items that

constitute almost half the consumption
basket from inflation targetting and
worry enly absut the non-food inflation?
Research shows that monetary policies
of low and middle income economies
should target headline inflation rather
whan only core inflation,

INFLATION TARGETING REGIME
The multi-indicator approach followed
by the Reserve Bank of India before the
inflation targetting regime came under
criticism due to the co-existence of high
inflation and h rate,
especially after the Global Financial
Crisks of 2008,

Subscquently, India adopted flexible
inflatbon targeting (FIT) in May 2016,
following an amendment to the RBI Act.
The RBI's targey of
consumer-price-index-based inflation is
A per cent, with a tolerance band of 2 per
cent on either side,

Currently, around 45 central by
worldwide have adopted the inflation
rargetting framework, with New
Zealand being the first country o adopt
i

‘While experiences from countries
such as Canada, New Zealand, Australia,
Spain and the UK show that inflation
remained within or close to the target
rangeor rate, several other countries
shit did not follow an inflati
rargetti ime also &
m'o‘afr;f m#. ion rn'mj?:“E

Empirical findings also show that
higher exchange rates and world prices
pass through o domestic prices,

cially when domestic overall

thon and food Inflation are igh.
After dropping to4.75 per cent in May
lrum(hls\ur’!pm!:uf 5 lllpcfu'ntln
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‘Inflation’ shouldn’t
exclude food

REALITY CHECK. Research shows that monetary policies of low and middle income
economies should target headline inflation, and not just core inflation

967 per cent, followed by milk and milk
products at 6.61 per centand vegetables
U604 per cent,

CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE
TRENDS

According wo the Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey
{HCES) for 2022-23, food items
continue bo have a greater share in total
houschold expenditure for both urban
and rural houscholds, though this share
has declined in recent years.

Omav e, food consumption
accounted for aroand 46.4 percent of
rotal monthly per-capita consumption
expenditune (MPCE) in 2022-23 for
rural India. The corresponding figure for
urban lation was 39,2 per cent.

T 200%9-10, the figures for rural and

lations were 57 per cont and
444 per cent, respectively. Notonly did
the share of food in total household
expenditure decline, but there has been
i 1l shift within the food

January, Indin’s revail i
Jumgped 105,08 percent in June. This
was contrary to the expected rate of 4,80
percent. The primary driver of this
increase continues to be food inflation,
which stands at 9.36 percem,
I April, when overall inflation was

4,83 per cent, food inflation was 8.70 per
went. Food items constitute 39.06 per
went of the consumption basket, witha
slightly higher weighting for rural (47.25
percent) than for urban (2962 per
cent). Within this, cereals and cereal
products have the highest weighting at

wluumpuun Dasker — from starcly
cercals toanimal and horticuliire

What India probably
needs to do is reconsider
the weights in the CPI
basket, and remove
certain items, such as
vegetables, from the focus
of inflation targetting

products, The percentage shareof
cereals inaverage MPCE declined from
13.8 percent in 2 101069 percent

high, Food is an important input in the
production of several non-food items;
\hcrwfﬁm an fncrease in food pr!l:ﬂ can

in 2022-23 for rural p

Forurban pnpuhtwn the share

dropped from £.2 per cent to 4.5 per
cent. The milk mﬁmﬂ( products, egs,
fish, meat and vegetables constitute one
of the highest shares among the food
itemsinthe MPCE.

‘Though there hasbeena
mmpm‘llmm] shift tumml: non-cereal

line in the share

of food In MPCE, food expenditure still
constitutes a major chunk of the food
basket of both rural and urban
populations,

WAY FORWARD
AMlthough deploying short-term
mandctary policy tools, which largely
focus on demand-side factors, may be
counterproductive given that rising food
prices are mainky due to supply-side
finctors, excluding the food items that
constitute almost halfof India’s
consumption basket is a ciuse for
concern, In many countries sech as
hailand, which has an inflation
rargetring regime, monetary and fiscal
policies are well coordinated vo tackle
inflation.

Any surge in food prices may,
threat to inflation targetting, as
fiod prices can bead to higher inflation
Ccxpectations.

Current food inBation trends are less
transitory as they tend to be persistently

Woes of MSMEs remain unaddressed

A focus on MSMEs as job creators is needed. Their problems with GST and credit need to resolved

—
Chetana Chaudhuri
Sanjib Pohit

ecently, Arvind Panagariya, the
Chairman of the Finance
Commission, expressed his view
that em; it challenge is on
moum'::ﬂ‘nri:twunlr}'::ﬁtbvingablc w
f«.m'ra(e emplm mentin
bour-intensive sectors.

“The pransition from agriculture o
wthirrseetors is slowin India, Besides,
unlike ether countries, the labour force
in India s shifting from agriculture to
services sector, rather than to
manufacturing sector, the principal hub
of jobs in other emerging/developing

Indian manufacturing sector is
dunucnscd by the existence of alarge
1] which operates with bow

vapital. Despite this, these small

LENGE |

PLEASE

g

+

ing units, provide
emplayment o a farge section of
population. Eul historieallyin Imlla.
or, on
abower growth of tqal factor
productivity as compared to organised
manufacturing sector,
Hence, higher growth i3 witnessed in
caplial-intensive industries rather than

labour-intensive industries, despite the
latter'semployment generation

potential.

‘Thisis also reflected in the low share
of libour intensive goods in India's
e basket where India's competes
with countries like Bangladesh and
Vietnam. So, the right strategy would
have been to concentrate on labour
Entensive manufacturing, But this has
not happened in the past, Majority of the
podicy level reform initiatives focus on
organised sector manufacturing, For
cxample, PLIscheme is largely focused
o capital intensive industries.

MEMEs AND JOBS
MEMEs are the backbone of labour
intensive industries. According to PLFS
20122-23 data, 74.3 per cent of workers in
icultural sector are engaged in

the informal sector. The contribution of
the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMES) sector tooverall
GVAwas 26.8 per cent in FY21 and its
contribution to the manufacturing
sector's GVA s 36 per cent (Economic
Survey 2022-23).

MSME performance is di

MSME:. Noed for help

where they mature intolarge companies,
MEMES often strupgle to secure

I he prices of food ivems,
putting the inflation targetting regime
in jeopan
What IMIapmhahlrnmdqtodols
reconsider the weights in the CPI
haknn.naumhesm:hunin of

iply-side shocks te late domestic
mmeWﬁ:nalninms.
such as vegetables, from the focus of

inflation targetting, sinee the vegetable
jpriees are more volatile but transitory.
The current weightage of vegetables

inthe consumption basket is quite high
ara04 per cent. Only cercals and cereal
products (9.67 per cent) and milk and
m:l.'k ploduﬂs {l\-.(sl. pcrcm:) lu\-'t
higher the
consumption basket. The inflation rate
for April 2024 also shows that vegetables
exhibited the highest rate of inflation,
278 per cent.

This is followed by pulses and
products, which highlight the excess
domestic demand despitean import
surge and a series of government
in'hcr\tnﬁonslobm%tmdomulic

bon,

Additionally, caution is required to
tackle the impact of currency
depreciation on exchange rate
pass-through, especially for imported
food items suchas edible oils and pulses.

mmhakayxlﬂm\m
expretted ate personal

Incase of India, it Esofven found that
MSMEslack access to finance for
working or fixed capital,

Thus, i GST indirectly leasds to delay
in Feceiving puyments ﬁnmheu'
government in respect of input credit
resulting from submission of GST
returns, it would be fatal for the MSMEs.

MSMEs often pay GST even if there is
o receipt from the client — toavodd
penal chargesand other complications.
Todo so, MSMEs need to block a part of
their working capital, which an MSME is
alwiys shortof.

'I‘ImGSTs:.rslt.m stfﬁc‘ac\' depcndsun

T4 1
stringent lending criteria and a complex
r\.‘g\lnﬁwry I’mﬂcguvri. Evenwhen pe
financing ks available, the interest rates
are very highe High cost of capital
plagues MSMES in India, affecting
profitability, and hence, fimancial
viability,

Moreever, GST is an added burden on
the financial stress faced by the MSMES,
Forinstance, a study on New Zeal
wmx:um: ncarly 60 per cent of the

ts of the GST fell on

suffer from limited and costly access to
finance. India"s MSMEs tend to remain
s MSMEs unlike in other countries

MSMEs, The benefit by these businesses
is fiekt only over a long period of time if
those firms survive.

the timely comp

the chain, even fromlhe guwmmmt ifit
is a vendor, Of course, this lacunaalso
applies o medium and large firms, but
ecause of their financial capacity, this is
not a terious concern for them.

‘The Budget announced credit relief
for MSMEs through a number of
schemes, But these are not focused on
changing the regulatory framework
which can ride better acoess o
credit, ampmum comphiance cost of
GST.

Thawricers are st HCAER. Views eplessed are
peranal
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hreboot npnove precssion faming and going 1o be complex, unce most of securing the-crgical daea, are mat
W - IR&D w Developing the criginalinvestors either cperate.  desirable
oo & rebeoot’ (Mmm 15y the chimate-resibent eropand animal through P-Note route o theough Sitaram Popuri
Budge priocittsed agriculbure. virties, € panied operating in g
Agricultune resmarch must be servies, and, g agrol ¥ h
revamped. focuing on compettive and conservation agriculture Ao, incave of i

Funding, priarity resear ch areas, and
impactful eutcames
Acomprehentae redew of research
planning, montoring. and impact
asseasment is necessany, involving
eltabarstion with international

]

Ldenor agencies, and
private Sector parters
Tofurther strangthen agriculiural
arch, ntegrateg artificial
ingeiligence and machine leaming

practices can also enhance soil heaith,

dssets under management Coverng

a\mupmlhcmmrnpm Gt

versity, and farmer bvet
Kumar
Hatsribagh [Parkhand)

Disclosura woos
Withrefergnce to the editorial 1. dllns
o wed (ALggust 15), in the present
wild gocse chine for the shadow

rge mimber of funds, segregating
the cress holdings of the
promoter-imestars across multiple
layers in these Funds, would be an
uiphal task fior the regutator
FiPls, being backbone of indinect
IntvestTIeras in Inckan comparies and
e the main plar of stock masket

owmers of FPH, securiig the g
dataof the ultimate benehclaries

king restrictians’on
irvestmarts froen China' (August 15),
i ks true that “no nation has
decoupled from China™ and Inda alsa
meednot do 10, However, ghen the
border terkons, riving trade defeit,
ary recondideration and iting of
restrictions on FOI needs 16 be

China may not exsctly have the
desired impact on mansfacturing
and vahie aditicn, but end upin
establishmént of mere assernbing
wnits. In addaion, unbeidied FDI frem
China coulid pose national security
and data risk Baues inorder to
enhance cur partiipation inthe
{pobal supply value ehaing and te
nake acvantage of Chinas | pobcy, FOI
poiicy canbe hberalised in respect to
wother countries.

Our endeavour thould be to Increane
eaparts 1o Ching and reduce Irade
deheit

¥ reguistony  carefully cabbrated with caution. Kosaraju Chandramouli
L mw the puise of Eauingof restrictions on FOI from Pyt
il (115 (11pomsi o sabection ol woc £t PRF AGE) BN
pd3y & B e
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Buybacks and capital gains

There are ambiguities in the Budget proposals

—
M Meyyappan

udget 202425 proposals
B g long way in simplifying

capital gains tax on most
financial assets, The proposed
125 per cont rate of ta |xPr long
werm capital gaing (LTCG) on
st financial assets hekd for
more than one year s reasonable,
even withaut indexation, Itwill
penerate a substantial revenue
stream without aggrieving the
taxpayer,

Hawever some other related
|!I'|l\'ii|au|'|!ah‘l\!l"l\lﬂg.llhlal(‘

kely vo cause legal lssues n the
furure, Most important isthe
treatment of capltal gains in the
case of buybacks,

Farkier, the tax was pabd by the
company and the proceeds were
tax-free i the han the selling

harcholder, Thi Bk,

BUYBACKS, More clarity necded
on taing capital gaing

should be taxed as dividend.
Result, In due course the buyback
by thhe vember offer method will
disappear and onl

uybacks

T,
The tax burden fell on
continuing sharcholder and the
selling shareholder got tax-free
annu.l.l.] tisagainst the
undamental prine
economice and taxation, where
e dhasuld be paid by the sel
ifthere isa gain. These rules
existed becowse a large amount of
tax ws collected at a vingle point
with minimal adminisrative
Insues.

This proviston |s being replaced
b a proposal where the entire

roceeds of shares seld ina

mivhack will be treated as
dividerds in the hands of the
selling shareholders and vaxed at
their marginal rate, It further
states that the costof the shares
will be treated pital loss and
wet off ugainst future caplital gaine

EEY ISSUES
‘There are many issues with this
proposal:

The sale of o capital asset b
belng treated usa revenue ltem
and taxed a8 such, with no cost
allowed to be set ofl agalns i

A buyback could be through
twomethods. One, by the tender
offer method where there bs full
clarity of the buyer of the shares
being offered in the buyback, in
whichcase this proposal could
apply, with tax belng pald by the

cller,

However, abuyback could also
be done through epen market
purchases. Here it ks not possible
to differentiare whether
shares are belng absorbed bn the
buyback or by another market
participant. Henee the seller
could sell his shares in the market
v gy capsival gakng in the
regular methad.

The department would never
b able 10 prove that the shares
went tothe buyback and hence

thehindulbu

All sellers will claim they have
sold In the open market and not in
the buyback. Pay capival gakns ot
12,5 per cent or 200per cent and
ni n;rcrilu‘ proposed
provision:

Anathier complication can
arkse when a company takeover
oeetrs, where an open offer for
usually 26 per cont hos 1o be made
to the public sharcholders,
Hopelully thiswill not be
considered buyback, and normal
capital gains tax will apply. A
clarification inneeded in this
regard,

The fesue of treating the cost
of the shares as  capltal boss to be
et ol agaknst future galns, 18
dithcult todigest, This is because
the gale of m caplial asset 1 treated
a8 revenue wnd s underlying
capital cost I8 not set off but
carrbed forward to be set off
against future capital gains, If for
any reason there 8 no future
capital gali, the assedsie s hiv
hard.

It also needs o be clarified
whether these ‘dividends’ will gt
the “dividend pass through
benafits’.

Clarifbcation Is also necded as
to whether the valuation date of
January 31, 2018, continucs,

Surmiming up , the basic
praposals of the capital galns
tooxathon in the Budget ane simple,
clear and straightforward, They
can be apphied to an assessee
whichever wary the shares are sold

~ that s, in the open market,
buyback or open offer, The tax
Hatibivy can be casily ascertained
aned the asse would pay it
without a grudge.

I simplification and equity or
fubrreas of our tux code s the
ub]u'l Iwe, this s the way 1o go,

The weites i charered sccountmnt

nessline,

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY,

NIKHIL GUPTA

nthisartiche on houschold
finanees, we hove looked into
varkous iepects of houschold
debr, Househald debt in India
w4 per eent of personal
dlsposable kncome (P} In FY2Z3, much
Tower than 80-100 per cent bn the
Wistern world, and as much as 100 per
cont in China. As pereentage of GDP, it
wias over 38 pereent in Indla, comparcd
1073 percent in the US, 80 per centin
the UK, more than 100 per cent in
Australia and 62 per cent in China, Is
Indtin's household delbt high or low?
What is the threshold level of houschold
adebt i Indlin, bevond which it would
turn unsustainable?
One of the most comnson and rellable
weays to answer this question s to
estim it service ratho {DSR) for
Endian househobds, compane it with its
counterparts inother nations and with
it own past tremds, DS measures e
|\r--,|~-rllmh of Income dedicated 1o meet
oat-related obligatbons (principal and
interest), So, 0 DSRof 10 per cent would
mcan that, on an average, o typical
Tousehold spends 10 per cent of its
Incorme to meet its loan repayment dies,
Ahigher DSR means higher detn
r?:aglncnl obligations, which tend
affect GDP growth adversely via the
restricted abilivy of o househokd vo grow
Its spending.

TWO KEY COMPONENTS
Anestimation of DSE las two mujor
components — rexldual maturity and
effective inverest rate, The lower the
residual maturity and the higher the
elfective interest rate, the higher (and
worse) the DSRwill be and vice-versa,
AwmllurtmhePuunmul.umlnllu'

Lmrhs he Reserve Bank of Indla
published in December 2023, DSR of
Inainn househobds ks -7 per cent, which
Is notonly comparable toother
economies, but alsovery stabbe inthe
past few years,

According to the REI, the weighted
average effective interest rate stood at
0.7 percent Ir andd the residual
maturity of retall loans (from o survey of
12 major scheduled commercial banks,
comprising about 80 per cent of the
retall loan portiello at the system level)
was 12,7 yearson the existing stock of
adebt, O, this, does vt need o worry
excessively about the rising houschold
bt in India, s DSR s contained,

"This, however, bs in stark contrast 1o
ourcalawlations of household DSR in
Inclln, which was published In o report
tithed ‘How snsfaimable fs ndia's hovschold
dlelit? om October 4, 2023, According to

think -bl .5
Is our household debt high or low?

COMPLEX ISSUE.The debt service ratio of Indian households could be higher than the official estimates. That is a concern

vents ol houset
Diptalls of howehold debt (% of fedal)

Frao Pl
Wagi W Wousing
gl (o SCIAY

Prcfian Poursehold debt service fatke (DEA) %
(T

10 97

]
oy i Py

Sourcn Viarken misonil seurtey i, £40, MOFIL

wour analysis, DSK for Indian houscholds
18 11-12 percent (almost doutle of that
astimated by the BRI, which b not onky
miinch higher companed o its
counterparts kn ather major cconomies,
Tout has also Increased in the pase years,
The substantial difference between our
and the RBI's estimates of househaold
PSR emerges from the resldual maturiey
(effective interest rates are similar}, In
stark contrast to the RE'S residual
maturity of 127 years, our calculathons
supgeated aresidual matsrity of only
abaur 8.8 years, What explains this
difference and what are its impli 4

wir

|d debt in India...
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personal boans, vehlcle loans (Including
that of banks and non-banking inance
companies, NIFGs) account for @ per
cent of houschold debt and education
loans were less than | per cent of
hoasehold debt, These boans are Hkely to
have a residieal maturioy of 3-5 vears,
with the remaining non -hmlﬂl‘if
personal loans (which include all
unsecured asid gold beans) falling it

13 years' maturivy profile,

I short, this understanding suggests
that around 0 per cent of houscheld
debt may have a reddual maturity of 12
yiears, another 10:15 per cent ia likel
have a residual maturity of say, § years,
andl the remaining S5-60 per cent may
have a restdial maturity of, sy 2 vears
(k.. 1-Xyears). 1 8o, the weighted
average restdisal maturity of the entine
household debt would e less than 5.5
Yo
" Infact,according tothe RBL only 22.5
per cent of banks' entire loan book (2
laderillion in FY23) had a maturiey of
above 8 years In FY23, compared to
16-17 per cent adecade ago. Withan
elfective interest rate of 9.7 years and
welghted average residual maturity of
5.5 years, Indlan houschold DS R would
be aroiind 12 per cent, instead of 6.7 per
eent estimated by the RBL, Iilllltlllur:\r
low?

REVERSE CALCULATION

This can be gauged by comparinga 11-12
per cent ISR for Indian houschoelds ag
<50 per cent leverage ratio
(debt-to-PDI), with 649 per cent
hausehold SR in several advanced
economles with much higher (almost
double) Ir\'rmf,e ratlo. Household DER
inChi I oo ratio of

non-housing personal loans, ag
loans and bustness loans, OF these four
rum L housing loans, by far, would be the
onjiest maturity Joand, Of the total
household deba totalking €102 trillion n
FY23, housing loans were $29trillion
(banks and houskng finance companies).
It mieana housiig loans aceoint for less
than 30 per cent of houschold wotal debe
In India, which, when compared with
other major econombes, s among the
loweest share, Even If one assumes
reshdual (not comtracted) maturity of 12
years on lln 1ll1ullllj(|llln portfolio, the
sehold debt must have a

There are four parts in India's
household debt — housing loans
(Including priority sector lending),

A higher debt service
ratio means higher debt
repayment obligations,
which tend ro affect
GDP growth adverscly
via the restricted ability
of a household 1o grow
its spending

resbdual maturivy of around 13 years 1o
make RBI's estimates credible, This
looks Inpossibile,

Agricultural loans, which aceount for
about 15 per cent of household debt in
Rl arrrrlnnrlly short-term crop
loanw, with s maturity about one year,
Similarly, business loans, which account
for unother 24-28 per cent of household
debtin India, are also likeky tobe
dominated by working capital loans (of
13 years), rather than long term
Investiment loans {which we expect tobe
o part of corporaie loans},

Of the remalining non-housing

> 100 per cent is estimated at .8 per
cent, A few sdvanced scanomics, which
have a household DER of more than 10
per cent, have household debt at more
than 175 per cent of income,

Droing reverse calculations, if we
asuime that DSR should not exeeed 15
per cent, resklual maturity nereases 1o 6
years and effective interest rate reduces
to® per cent over the nest vears, then
the threshold level of houschold debt In
Indla woubd be 67 per cent of PDL At the
current rute of the growth in household
debtand PR, this threshold level will be
renched by the end of this decasle, e,
around FY 30, This bs, thus, not an
Immediate concern, but presentsa
potential threat, ifit contlmses to grow
at the same pace,

Overall, aswe conelude this four-part
serbes, households' inancial position has

1 1 i India. And hthe
headline debt-to-income ratio ls low in
il fa, It ks ot without ivs share of
concemning trends.

“The writer s Serikse Groep Vice Preident - mtRutions
Hetaarch - Economa, Mookl Oawal Financal Serrioe.
L b b the mathoe of The £ighe e Cene Soution

Keeping MSMESs safe — in the virtual world, too

Gautam Aggarwal and startups in India. Pera rarmmes for employecs across all

August 16, 2004 evbersecurity firm Trellix, In m..mnmw pap in knowledjge
magine a snaall bushyess owner M!va'llﬂocdulmrugu.ul a7 nm!rmuml MEMEs can also look to

PM sets tone for reforms - I Togging into her [T network one cybersecurity incidents per day, with cybersecurity advisors,
The Prime hinister, Dr Manmahan Sangh, cuthned a sevenpronged growth daytofindout thatalithedaahas  amountingto a loss of nearly 7 per ont whoaﬂcumoﬁd solutions, helping
plan for the economy to bring about reforms in the Gevernment. The soven been wiped dean — from transaction in revenue lust year, However, businesses address specific
prianity sectars identified for special ateention ane agriculture, wates, Fecords, customer ditn to acoeRs mm-um threats, suich 18 data vulnerabilitics. Secondly,
edfucation, healthcare, emplayment, urban renewal and infrastructure controls. Along with severe revenue breaches, phishing, and ransonware, limplementing robust cybersecurity

Toss, such an event can potentlally still rank low on the prlnri:)'ll.u of most mﬁwk‘lnn bm.r\n.lalﬂwpmmw:
OBC chief allays fears of GTB customers cuuse irreparable damage to SMEs, This knowl along < MEs. Thexe policies con cover data
Wit tha erstwhibe Gloal Trust Bank (GTE) coming under the fold of Oviental réparation, beaving the young withithe lsck ul‘dcdim P protection, aceess control, incident
Bank of Commarce (CHIC), the OBC top brass b busy boosting the morale of entreprencur stanng af business cybersecurity specialists and financigl  PVOTTISATION. MEMTs need mentoring d
GT8 sl and customers. The GRC Chairrman, Mr BD Narang, said in a lotter 10 closure, As lindia's MSMEs [Micro, constraints, leaves them vulnerible. offeringa detalled framework for
GTR custamens “Sinee the total worklarce of ths eritwhile G TH comas aboard Small, nnd Medium Enterprises) séctor These small  understandingofboth thetools, aswell  employees.
OBC, you will intaract with the sama petsonnel ot its various service outlets™ embraces ita ‘iew normal’ of businesses mlmltnnzm a theyare as the business requirenents, Hmhu.dmhmmm‘l “kite with

innovation powered by digitaladoption  notable to comply wit 3 Tk Hines and check]
Law soon to regulate clinical establishmants for growth, it's important to proteet it regulations, such as the In ormation TAKING THE RIGHT STEPS can enable employees o adhere 1o best
The Meakth MInKEry s pnning £0 come up wih  legiskation that wil certify from cybercrimes, Technology Act, 300, Thecomplexlty  Securingahriving secor withower 0 prctioes.
and set standards for elinieal eieablihments. The Bill will hav provitam for According o the CyberPeace il o poeind:
Feginration of hospitats, clinics and Siagnontic sentres. |t wH endure Foundation, about 43 per centofall lhcpnﬂﬂrm. withmostsmall task, MSMES' inftiation info secure Tha writer iy Dtvinion Prpiident, South Asis,
standardisation ol prcaduces and atso push for accrediation of healthcare ¥ s target small b entrepreneurs lackingan in-depth cyberworld i (o start with awareness  Mastereand
comres
@ BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2505

EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1, Animal refated to polecat (&)
B Cry of horse ()

9. Run off 1o escape the lnw (T)
11, They go with the

current ()

12. Took the oath (%)

15. Hobbling, deabled (4)

16. Place for theatre

archistra (3)

LR

48 caustic earth (£)
19. Pies up (5)

21 Hinvong wital power (8)
24, Perrugue (7)

25, Be I contenthan with (5}
26 Puts

2, Puthi the

5, Ragpoe (5)

22 To presant (4)
amatch 1o (5)

eh Lising anm joint (5)
3, Wind It rument (8)

A, Wnister to, wait upon (4)
. Go walking backpacking (4)

7, Accoedingly, in this way (4)
10 Preparing a draft (7.2)

23, \Water in o gar-trap (4)

woodwork (6)

the East (7)

6 Chy

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2504

ACROSS 1. Contentious 8, Arguenerd 9, Lice 10, Bing 13, Thud 16, kem 17, Grin 18 Gone 20, Scraj 24, Ache 25 Windward 26. Inferproter
DOWN 2. Orggy 1 Timer 4. Ninon & Owlet 6. Laughinggas 7, Leading ladly 11, Irons 12 Giver 14, Merd 15 Mean 19, Eject 21, Crisp 22 Addle 23 Make

I

L

¥, Feurmemagee around with hestation s the oraamental

B Sound horse makes one hears is negative (5)
. Run off with a rating, the second to be forsaken by

11, They moved aimiessly but ereated hrst Red revelution (8)
12, Promised to be true, but used bad linguage to do so (5)
12 Auctlon, reduced price tme (4) 15
11 Lydng unscomicious (B)
14 Smaller amaint (4)
18, Square-bashing (5)
20 impress on paper (53
21, Make ehanges (4)

Halt what Is feeble a5 an excuse (4)

6. femone cherry stones quictly with it (3)
W7 It vy b slaied wath fruit (4)

19, Makes a plle but gets out of shape (
21, Siw bparve the Frights nothing American i 1o full of e (8)
24, False halrpsece constructed of wire beld by glutten (7)
25, Srand againet one staged by Sheridan (%)

sougiv among the lengs of an animal (&)

2. Josnt thast e the Spaniuh to the East End of London (5)

3. It may Isdue Motes to man sieting over trial (8)

G okt i vl ir

14, Mot 5o misch b o after internath
) 1A, March men up and down and turn a e with it (5)
20, Une block capitals to create a
21, 0 Waller's way it
i, bor indtance, i
23, A waler n rmanine mammal might fendar witsrtight (4)

22, Yield

wewl ) ¢

d. Incline 1o look after o (4)
5. Armaisemaent is gven up in scence hotion, taken at o pinch (5)

Ve country and came back In & week, | hear (4)

7. 50 the USA finahes away (4)

10 Making a draft when stopgping the car (7.2)

12, Seag-nights begin with beer at bangain ture (4)

13, I not aware of frsh returneng in Spring right away (8)

al statesiman i Aot (4)

spression (5)
f |H|\I nat .|Mi|r‘. {1 \1.\)’ the same (4)
srmiing it {4}
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We Dig Federalism,
But Why Retro Tax?

Impact on mining cos, supply-side inflation

“TheSupreme Court's verdicton Wednesd nblingsta:
tegovernments totax miningand related activitles retro.
spectively with respect to transactlons made after April
1, 2008, could hove o fereaching lmpact on Input costs
neross the economic value chain and create strosaes in
fecoralism, The most affected aren would be olectricity
where the higher cost of mining coal would eventunlly
fored kit prlees overall, I el aredeliberatoly suppress:
el for politeal reasons, as the bilstorieal veeord suggests
stress will grow in the power industey, afToeting capac
budlddbng. Majority of the country's stabes are coal deficl-
antand willmake acasefor higher imports, herehy affeet
g the countey's teade balance, Although most of these
offects will show up over e, and can bo i with

-
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NEW DELHI

GURGADK

New Delhi should point out the crucial difference between being anti-Hasina and anti-India

In Concert f¢

oW ol Sk
et a vietory
Tor Hangladosh's domoera
¥ 1o (08 ecanomy Hislia
prosilod over some greot
wonrs for Banglsdesh, putting it on

i gilodial g of star perforine.
Huiiahail o)

policy correction, retrospective tnx on minerals could
hive a more imimedbnte fmpet on the health of mining
companlos and supply-alde inflat fon,

Corporate profitibility ks ikely 1o be

™ affocted bocausool the lrgeexposurs

-

Patlll of Intlhan companbos toresources, The
fa 7Y pilalie we s porticutarly walnerab
iy le to vetrospective minerals taxgation,

2 FCFTTR RTINS Or ]Jll‘“l' |1I'3\' J EI}]'I“'HI'I'I('-
rintes that derive abulkof thelr profis

through resowree extract ion, Thelrabilley (o pass on el

e s slgnifleant glven the concentration of production
of B ie matorinls such ag stoal, alum bnduem aned cemaent,
Even with fexibility to pay secumulated tns domnds in
instadments, the outgo under this head will be consider:
ablefor core Industries, Some of these costs will filer ine
tothe Contre'saccolorated capex programme, tempering
s ability to st imulate private investment.

Since foderallsm was the prineiple guld ing the Supre.
e Conirts Judgment onallow ing states (o tax minerals in
thelr territory, the immediate effects could have been mi:
Elgated by providing thom the facility prospect ively: The
walver on Interest and penalties do not offer adeguate
cushion against economie shock. The immedinte stock
market reaction to therulingdoes not seem exagrerated,

Off & Online Content,
Apply Profit Motive

Gl Ay fivge b It resddee sorme elomment of self-regilation in on
line content ervation. Stneea very large part of the informat b
w et oy I bokng croated or processed by online cros.
Eooest, I bt i by Do b pliag (e regpubatoay wrbineage bitween
legaey and dightal platforms, Theee should ideally e no diife
reniee b treatment of freedom of exprossion svallablo offline
anel onbing, including nttencant obligtbons. This would apply
moreoritleally tobroadcast, espoclalky whon it ean be dor thio.
gl woelal e 1 il iekediaail. Persans rondenst inganiline
For profie showded be bl to a higher threshold of acoountabili
This Is where things get compliented, The nature of onlinge
comimuinlentbon can viry well iransforim poronal eplikon in
to a brasdeast, Using the profit motive i
| adifferentintor would allow o sectbon of
Brnndcnst contont anllng the wider Nl
iy of frosdom of exprossbon, Would i
them requibie o noerower peading of onll
nie froedom? O nvolve legal barriors to
transmission? Nelther appronch s desi:
vabibe, And appliod on s population scale,
sl Cregulation breaks down, Government overreach then b
commos Hse most likely suteome,
i el e v, Dowever M, will Biave (o serve onbing
sl commorship. 1t works both for comtent creators as well m
phitforms thnt carey content. Thehter curation benchmnrks
i esaslor ostablished among platforms in thelr self-interest,
Content orentidd for prodit will Hkewise require peer cort iflen.
e, Tt thie rost, logta] restrbit bians on roeodom ol exprosslon
e e Dt oo bbb e fenoe, 1t A5 i Gol's interest (o deaw ap
e bost torems for this soclal contract, Woerkable cliuses will
arnerie fvom acontinuous dinlogee with content creators and
technology providers,

Carefulof what social mediapics you
post - for national security reasons

When Yoga Pics Give
You Nuclear Clues

Yoga diplomney has been great for Indlan soft power
evanigelisim, But conld the funky eontortiong lave beoh
ovorstoetehid (o ndversely affect Indin's hard power— spe-
=Il'|.cl.115s :hnlpins tispdll the beans on the whereabouts of

arsonnl? O vathor, wh Wi
hundsumrm Tomygor Ioeuted? i ns il | for other nu-
clenr natlons, is seattiored povoss asalelnunched, lnd:ba-
sodund seabivsod nukees, For li‘wthirdnrlm m!-mrlm-

ites, But Indfa launed t

marines only n 2006 THE then, lws“nm'nelm pulml
woasels, INS Suvarna and INS Subhade, did e ses-hasod
wlormge. nter te pleturs, yogn.

In Feb this yoar. the Indlan Navy posted o pheof, people yo-
-posingon board INS Subhadra. Boflinsat Federntjon of
Amerlean Selontlsts (FAS), a US non-profit that teacks mo-
voment of the world's nuclear nrsenal, spotted the plc and
nethoed that Subbadea’s deck no longor has missile stabill-
v risicbied Tor lnumching nuckoar missiles This meant,
FAS rockoned, that nt beastsome Dhanush nuelanrcapublo
sl D beets shlfved to salimarines — and, move ln-
portantly, thit INS Suvarna i ourrently without micloar
missilog lntnching capability Thesoartaf infio you'd hires
APy to ot bt you can now got by simply seolng pablicity
phesof pooplo dolng yoga o bonid an Indlan Navy ship
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Road to Viksit Bharat

India will need continuous reforms at all levels

1 hks finst the natlon froin the {the historic Red Fort after
socuring a thind comsecutive term, Prime Minkster Nuresidra Modi dedicated
significant time to the idea of tunsforming India into a developed country by
2047 Mr Modi discussed how the govermiment had recebved deas from across
2oL LEmestions o acc et
In mmnldﬂnlmsb:lngh)diaadmrdumd nation by 2047 |s being debated across
thecoumntry, The government s think tank, NIT] Auyog, recertly published sn approach
paper, which noted, in simple terms. that for India to become o developed nation by
2047, iits per capitn income will need to increase by about eight times < at a much
higher rate of growth than that seen in the past two decades.

There ks Hittle debate that the target & wmbitious, and India sAill need significant
reforms across afl sectors. The government is also sware of the challenges, as reflected
in the Prime Minister's speech. He highlighted several reforms the government had
implemented inthe past few years and emphasised the povernment’s commitment
to putsting further reforms. 1t is worth noting that a significant amount of wark will
need to be done at the state Jevel if India is o achieve higher levels of sustainable
growth, In this contest, Mr Modi unged state governments to estabiish clear poliches,
create land banks, and ensure geod governince 0 attract investmonts, After I.||.
imvestments are made in states and businesses have todeal with 1

Iy
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Chlnese investments
will not benefit India

High cost of doing business and geopolitics limit oppartunities

e Economibe Survey 3024 suggested that ndln  cent of the components are impored.
shaukiwelooane Chinese foeeign direct Imestiment ‘The high-cost difference betwesn [ndla and China
(FI30) o baost manuﬁﬂ:tur!ng Increase exports, s partly due to India’s higher cost of production inputs

el 1 (s, 1 o robe In
glabal \mlue chalns (GYCL Suppose Incdla allows such

on a day-to-day basis, He ﬂwumﬂaﬂ]m]sd@wmmmmddupmmnﬁm
implenent at least two reforms every year. Collectively, it will help improve both the
ense of doing business and the esse of living in the country,

Ome of the critical elements in Indla’s development joumey will be s ahility to
nase a young and growing warkforce, This will require substantially improving the
Jevel of education and skills. The government introduced several messures in its
lntest Budget. for instance, but [nd.lunnedsuhuljnlc:ﬂpq:m&chtu fill gape. [deas like

— will the promised gning
o manufacturng, exports, Imports, and

~Design in India, Design for the World® will depend on the quallty of manpower, In
this regiind, MrMDdldid wellto emphasise the ise nllhl:'muﬂwrlnng\acin u!ur:aﬂnn
Young o not suaffer b Flanguage, The I or
sised improving the country's higher-education quality, so that students don't ha\m
w o sbroad In luge numbers, The highlight of the speech in this regand was the
announcement of creating 75,000 additional medical college seats over the next five
years, While anmcﬂngmsmmluuﬂpnmjmmmgthummmyn{dw\\mm
will be crucial for driving Incdi th over the coming d

Amiong other ssues, Mr Modi touched upon 'ﬂm‘Nan.m One Election”, and
the Uniform Civil Code. Both idess, anguahly, kave merits, but the country shoukl
anly move forward after wider debate, consultation, and bullding broad consensus,
something that Mr Modi abso stressed in his address. Contimious elections in one
jpart of the country ar anather indeed tk i pillc wnd deci-
séon-muking processes. However, moving to "One Nation, One Election” will not be
easy. There are concerns and questions that nust be addressed, Similarly, in the case
of the Unitorm Civil Code, it will be important to take all stakehokders on bord. It
must be noted that the government’s focus should be on mpld economic growth,
and it woubd do well to wvoid {ssues that could hamper lis ability 1o intervene in eco-
niniilc matters effoctively.

Telemarketing calls
Trai's latest order must be implemented effectively

he Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Tral ) earlier this week issued

an order with the aim to curd spam phone calls, including reconded

wodoe messages, Spam or unsolicited calls from telemarketers have mul-

tiplied in recont months, violating mobile subscribers’ privacy, with no

redress in sight. While the telecom regulator and the government have tried to

check unsolicled calls in the past through various mechanksms and legislation

(the lost one was the Telecoan Commeercial Communications Customser Proference

fons, 2018), of the pr norms his always fallen

short of what has been envisaged. Besides technology coming to the aid of the

unregistered telemarketing entitles in spaminlng consumers, telecom operators

were often found to hive taken a soft spproach in dealing with the isue, The

latest Trai diktat secks to chiange that through a graded process by ordering the

access provider (telecoin operator) to disconnect for up to two years all telecom

resourees of any unregisterad telemarketer found guilty of making commaercial

cilis, Also, no other access provider will be allowed to onboard the ermant tele-
marketer after a consumer complaint is found valid,

According to the Traf orler, in case & complidit is related to an tnreglsteed
welemarketer, the orlginating necess provider will issue a waming to the sender for
its first violation. On the second instance, the sender shall be put under a ussge cap
fior n period of six months, and on the thind and sibsequent instances, all tekecom
resources of the sender shall be disconnected fora perbod uptotwo years, Thereaftor,
thesender shall be blacklisted and no new telecom resources shall be allocated to it
by any other sccess provider — this & a big takesway from the order, Another moot
point in the Trai dirsctive is that all tolecom resources of 8 spam calier will be dis:
cannected, nstead of disconnecting only a partloular indicator, Tral has explained
that enterprise custemens often make commercial voice calls using session initiation
protocal primary sate interface lines with hundreds of indicators; but action taken
o far by access providers against enterprise customers has generally been limited
o disconnect|ng a particular indicatar, instead of all their wiecom resources,

The stee and scale of the spam universe can be gauged by industry estimates
vitted by the telecom regulator, There were more than 1.2 million In

nnd China's subsldies for ts firms. For example, in
Incda, the capleal cost for buslnesses 18 9-10 per cent,
compared to -5 parcent n Chinn.
Inchustrial electricity In Indla costs

OPINION 9

s industry, which & consldering using Mesdoo os &
gatewy for car expons te Amesica, Wiy would India's
altuation be amy different?
Impants: The idea 5 IfChina manufactures peoduct
i traclin, our bmports from China will decrease. However,
this ls wnlikely becavse 30 per cent of Indla’s Industrial
limports, including electronkes, telecom, machinery,
chembeals, plastics. and suomobiles, come from Chins.
Despite Increasing domestic production In aneas Hle
mnb.lll:\'\inmnphmm Inda’s imports from China hove
particularty io el B8 COMMPnEnTs,
molar praneds wnd BY batteries. exnceshating depandency.
While Impaosts may decreass in some sectors where
China starts production bn ndea, theywill Tty contimse
o rise bn thousands of other products. Even for products
made in India by Chinese firms, Imports may still
increase, a5 these floms woarld prefier sourcing, nputs
o thebs parent companles in Chin to cat costs,
Inclia's GVC Integration st Desple froe
trade agreements with Asean, Japan, and South Ko,
Mncilitating gero-tani trade aoross the reghon ln o B0
e oot of Industrial products for over a decade, Indla
ol it beecome sl pndficant part of GYOS To mprove,
Inddka needs to reduce business costs and spoed up part
and Customs clearnces.

e of i M0y Asenn coumtries
are experiencing incressed Imports from Ching and
adverse effects from the local presence of Chinese man-
nifictuiring firmis. For bnstancs, whien Chinese EV firms
began production in Thallnd, ordiers for locad aute pans

TV wetually happen? SLOB to $010 per kKWh, whila in  fell by 40 per cent, forclng miny local manufictures o
Manufacturing Lets undertund the China it's 30406 10 $00E, seduce thekr operations. The sliuation n India will be
Impact of Chinese investment on manu- Indla has eraditionally been  nodifferent as it hos skmilor £V pobicles.
Facturing witht YA wtrong in texailes, ganmenis, leather, Apation
Imagined name), the CEC of o lage and [Dm:. malnly um:g bocal i the Indo-Pacific Ecomomic Fraimework and the Supply
Chinesa firm making sofar modules. raw However, thi (¥} i’ L5 other panners
Mr Yang wants to manufactire solar l try ks bosing competitiveness to alms to reduce ellance on Chinese supply chalns,
I Irdlmanc Bangladesh and Vietham due to  Encoursging Chinese FDUwould countenct these efforts
ot each proeduction stage in China and rlslng production costs and com- o diversifiy sway from Chinn
Ll Thie processstanswith AT SRIASTAI plex reygulations. Producing goods FI¥ In FY24, new
okrtalning quartz minerals and process- Inindea from raw materials hasalso  FI Inflows were Just $41 billion, less than 1 per cent
Ing them knto high-purlty pobysilicon become unviabile In niany sectors  of gross domestic product. Since March 2000, less

Ingots. which are then converted into polysilicon
wnfiars, The wafers undergo chemical and lnser treat-
maents anid sibver etching to creste solar cells, which
are finnlly assembled into solar modubes.
Mrm!mnmmm l!‘nlsmmngpmd.um.lun
In Inedla from raw minemls,
wottkd be ar banst 40 per cent mnmeupemluethnnin
China. This cost difference reduces to zs T cent Ii
b uses
a peiccmifhmuesﬁulnrcﬂlﬁ Importad lrumf.hlnn
Desplie hls nterest In India, Mr Yang finds that
producing solar modules from raw materlals |5 too
costly. He might conslder starting from the wafer stage
If s offiers dditional support, ke land and capital
at concesshonal rages. Otherwise, he would Hkely use
Impaorted solar celksto produce solar modules, as
Indlan firms cumently do, This is similar to indis’s
smasphone sector, witkdh relbes on imported subissen:
Iblles, dnd thee) vehlche (V) Iy which
depends on imported lithium cofls, Mest manufacturing
happens abrosd in bath cases, and more than 45 per

because the Chiness: government heavily supports
local produetion. For example, Chinese solar compa-
nies get free land, electrclny, Interest-free loans, and
suhsidies covering 35-65 per cent of product costs. In
comparison, Arms making in Indls don't recelve slm-
Uar support, muking it more expensive to produce
poods from raw materials,

‘Withoat lowering production costs and simpdifying
regnalatbona, forekn investroent, including from China
can anly result uring that relbe
heavily on imparts,

Exports: The Economie Survey 2084 mentioned

ol
tor and boost expores 1o the US and Europe, following
the strategles of countries like Mexbeo, Vietnam,
Talwan, and Korea, Howsever, this may not be easy,

1In June this year, the US imposed Import taritfs of
up o 250 per cont onzolar panels produced by Chinese
companles In Cambodia, Malaysia, Thallusd, and
Wietnam. Then, I March, Donald Tremp indicabed he
imight escalage the trade war by tngeting the Chinese

than 20 per cent of FIH has gone Inte manufcturing,
with most golng Into slmple assembly work, This
shows that forelgn Investments have never been
stronghy attracted to Incla's manufscruring sector due
o high costs and complex regulations. Allowing FDOU
from China won't change this siveation even after we
Amnone thesecurity aspect, the most Impartant pasaim-
wter I declding investments In strateglc secto.

W e to e business costs st every step, from
start to port, and improve Infrastructure and the ease of
dolng buslness, Withous these dmnga, Fomelin hvest-
mentswill be d fiocu
than desp manufaciurig. Inm:aﬁhquuf dependence
un China foe crigkcal les, Worse yet, Imestmenty
may come o promote trading of Chinese goods or
EXAr presence of Chinese brands n Dndle

Above all, India needs n clear and stable China
ke that outlines o i tolong-term
i gsecurity, economic, and trade lmsues with Gllm

T writer i fimeler, Ghobal Tivcde Resenroh fedliatée

Group taxationregime for infrastructure

Infrastructure development in Indla, the govern-

it would dowell to consider introduclng s group

taation segime for the sector under the Income Tax

Act, 196l This format ks abready embraced by many
of the woeld's sconomle powerhouses.

A comprany that produces hiscuits, shoes amd steel
pipes can i each of these businesses as stand-nlons
divisions of the parent company; and from a taxation
podiat of wlew, consolidate thedr profits ani losses to
mrrive ot a slnghe assessnbile taxable valve. Now conshder
an infrastrocture player. Any medium-szed playerwill
have 20 to 30 speciyl purpose vehicles (5], while
lnrger plavers may have to contend with aver 50 of
thearmn at any polnt of time. These SEVs are 5o called
because they represent a stand-alone
project. Infra developers operate
mcroasa varkery of SPYs, encompassing
mapectrum of operating contrets —

I:: maove that could redefine the landscape of

India against unregistered telemarketers in 2023, and in 2024 more than 790000
complaints have been filed agninst such senders during the first half alone. Since
thie arder ks with immediate effect. it bolds promise, but its effocthvensss can be
assessed onty with thime. Trais mandate is to protect the interests of conswmers of
telecommunication services, apart from meeting other objectives, suchas reguliting
the telecom services and laying down thestandards of service quality to be provided
ty tolecom companies, [n that context, preventing spam communication, which is
acuuse for immense consumer stress, should have been a pricrity wrea for the regu-
lator all these years. Now that a fitm step has been taken, consuimers should be able
o lodpe complaings eastly Mlhuutgmingmught In buresucrtic hundies. For that,
‘Trai, the Depatment of T s, and acoess providers must be on the
same page and play a proactive role,

from asimple construct lon project o ,’ consoliduted group mx reglme, the
more complicated concesslon agree- E business can presarve the benedis of
miens, espec ally wnder public-privane { common managerial control and
partnership dispensation. oy

Suchconcessions, or contracts, can w aingle economic unle.
beconie quite complicated, as conces- The proposed group baxatbon
abor-granting authortes. financlers regime alims o address these lssues
and regulators inslst on ksolating ench I" mml“ hy.nllcminga proupalfwhollyor majar- — owrwelgh
project & @ sepante legal entity with owned companies to file n consod
5 eash o, Joan labilites, and  INAYAK CHATTER]EE ldntm:l tax return and be conslidered o
deliverables, The difflculty s that with stryle envtlty for tax purposes, Under
each 8P belnga separate hesgal entity, pmp:mdl‘eglm:.mepmnrm!w
every one of them has to file @ separate income tox would be hile for fling the cor
retumn, Moereover, Infm compnnles prefer fo operate  retum. All Indlan likated with u'.\e

i, balnncing thie potential profits
rent projects over hong time pedods
togive anovernll necoptable return. But thie “stigle 598
atatus does not allow them to do so vis-g-vis toaton.

This practice, whik serving varous regulatory and
finnncinl purposes, has inadvertently become o dou-
ble-edgad sword, creating business Ineffclencles and
stunting growth In this capltakintensive sector.
Compankes operating acroas diverse domains, such as
power, ports, and nirports, are compelled tocreate sep-
arare 5PV wndder a group holding company for each
venture, leading to a lsbyrinth of begal entitles and

Increased They finc

caught i a web of complinnoes, incurrng slgnificant
enpenses and effort in flling tax returnms for each 5P,
Sometimes, profects ore stalled for years due to
adverse soclad, regulutory, or palitical issues, Such projects.
resndt [msumioosts and o need for mom working
i b prowviced by the conporate group, The Inability o
offset loszes from one business agalngt profits from
anceher within the same group createstax lnefflckencles
and distorthons. Flnanctal difficulties, ors non-perfonm-
|ng asset tag for one SEY can Imipact the credit rating of
thee enthne group, maklng it challenging to secure moie
Tncingz. ‘This, the benefits of & *porfolio spproach” to

Fror

mites under the
It has been wmd that the consolldated group ta-
ation rate be set st 22 per cent plus the applicable sur-
chargeand cess Thiswould allgn with the cusrent corn-
cossional tax reghme under section IESBAAof the Inconie
Tax Act. while potentially offering greater benefits
through consolicatlon, The proposed reset should also
mcldress the treatment of brought forwand loses and
eredits of minimum nlmnnimar.durlrgﬂtmnﬂtluu
tovthe consolidsted L These loases could
be camled forward by tlm pﬂﬂ!l‘li’ onmprm'y for the
Ingeliglhl i b allowd
:tmg.\.l::dﬁtmr:qtﬂniumm: the set-aff and camy
toapply,

managing aclutch urhuslnem aml-mt In this maze.
It perspective, al

but divistors of the same parent com-
[y, albedt oparating th magh separmtas
legnd structures because of mandatary
roquirentents. Thus, by introducing a

e gith fax principles.

The potential benefits of this tax reform exend
beyond mere adminksrative efficlency. By allgning
Indla’s tx pollcy with global best practices, the gov-
emment would be able to attract mose forelgn divect
Investment into the sector,

Crithes muy angue that such a sigmificant change to
the exdsting e system could lessd to potential revenue
loss for the gevernment. However, proponents of the
reform contend that the long-term benefits, nclading
Increased imvestrent, enhanced ease of dofng business,
and acceberated Infrastructune development, would Bar
any short-term revenue mphicathons,

1t ks redlably understood thar this proposal |8 cur-
rently under sctlve consideration, with stakeholders
kianby mwiiting further developments. From an fter-
natbonal perspective, slx out of the ¢ight lurgest
emnumm (L. exeluding India and China), sbemem-

jarent entity wollkd ba included i this retum, ensuring
conslstency and comprehensive coverage. The cansol-
|dated accounts prepared for Indan entities fol lew ng
npplicabde accounting standords would serve a5 the
s fioe v compuitntion, with necessary adjustments
rnde in Hne with Income tax perovislons, Intra-group
transactions would be eliminated for tax retuim par
poses, simplifying the overall process ind reducing
the potentlal for disputes. The taxable Income or loss
ol be computed forench entity within the consali-
dated groap and then comblned to wrve at the group’s
overall Income or loss.

f tha G, and 10of the G20 hisve already adopted
somie form of group taxation. Therafone, the
can be id a8 8 progressive tax reform. in line
with best International practices,

It ke abnncgntly clear that intmducing sweh a groap
taxation regime could pavie the way for & more pros-
perous and developed naton in the years to come, by
imakling It easber For private caplial to operte in the
difficult Infrassructuire sactor,
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Between Nakba and Shoah

withthe Zonist cause, Evacuating hly

M.nrrInJ Sherwinofthe Pullizer Prize-
winning American Promethens, the
bkograply of Robert Oppenhedmer that

by astand

iy,
West e nusalem that Kal passed

fee, o] el

potoschool. twasemblermaticofthe

inesificulr wu.rl:l.('lxtmlillmml’mummm

herecognlsed that the lsrael lstate was

refer totheeventsof 194 B as "Nakba®
{eatastrophel. In 1972, King Hussein ot

Jordan proposec ol United

homed 1the deeply flowed Inconoe peion: “Instead of

W«w\iﬁ!yul\dcasmdthneqserhmu( ch:-athlgasaw faere fts ook
| Pshmmllnnwlllﬂm!mn:eumdw | doesnotar Lo fudl wroteton |10 ] ke 1L,y
thor elther i ] friend,™ '-\"hm] cameout, myhinswas other nothon-state, lirel has become Its

ownghettowhere Jows are n fact lisss
safie than Dins poraJews"
muwmremn'ﬂug-uf-m et

state/ region bn the West Bank anda
Hashemitestnte, reglon onthe East Bank
enchautonomaus withina federated
structurewith reglonal partiaments, an
elected governor and withehe capitalin
East Tarusnbom. Thiswis nejected by
Isracd s faelfuil” {bothe reliel of Yasser
Arnfat urmwilling to share powarwith
Hussedn) becase it entalled ghangup

Amlhurwluﬂnnlnum - pHige
“cltkaens’ chartes" worload ot by hls

jahbaur Sarl Mussedbeh,
archizect ofthe Flrst intkfada, wnd Aml
Aymbon, & former Isreell Intetl gence

d atwo-state sobutlion

based on the 1967 borderswith Arabs and
Ismaedls enfoyingthe right of returnonly
withinthose teretorles, Jerusalemas o

bothsldes renouncingall clalms toeach
other's terrtorles. The proposal gnmened
auarter-millbon sigmotunes from bernel s
andslightly kess from Palestinians.
Uinsurprisingly, it galned notraction
beyondthas.

fenmied the basts for the Oscar-sweeplng coniﬂct.(.lnccpan o by he butit leaves:
Bm“ RE\HEW e Opyemhiefier, In that book, M Bied famil ﬂmsmledm aggressor”She added, "ou Hved intents mmﬁmrh plentytothinksbout, Asthe
wasvery muschthe historan, nthisene, he | Palestineinthe late 19theentury that later uBinoe I8, seving Firstand Second
KANIKA DATTA Isanur nsenitial hocamet of theHaganah yorur homeaecupled Tritifndas birodo cut.
period hesuezcrlslstothe and thi s oy el CROSSING M Birdwonders
1954, elght ! MG } atween Arabaancd 19301t quububum:rnbln MANDELBAUM GATE: sick some captured te
crestlninafthestate of e, five: of 1970, Hismemolr lsntacomprehensive | waslaterdemolished, oundenstandthat Coming of Age producedaleader
r-old Kal Bird overheard an hilstary ofthe Arab-lsvell conflict noreven His paroniscame rom Eugene, sporacicisolated m}v!w,l,hlm likaGandhlwho
Amettcan helressin Kast Jerusalom apotted o, His"subwershee Intention” In Oiregon, assmall-town Americl as yoncan attempts tosrike CR “ 581 N ( L ©
proclalming thasshe would ghe amilllon | waktingthis mermolr lsopositthe guLAlmothuL!ﬂmhlnfuﬂmr back amnevitahle”, m[_' ﬁ”'m o non-
odlars to anyenewho could sehe the conumsdrumofldentity, en lssue thnt 1 Later, tracing his huthor: Kai Bird wiokncess aweapon
Arnb-lsreeli conflice. Exclied, he told his resonates around theworldtoday as mucl Hxlmitemmdw I:nst.k'mnalemm parents-In-luw's bilisher: Simon .t chief. it
father, America'svice-consulinthethen | asitdidthen, Hasde, "Howdoesane closetothe armistios oo 1949 and atrupgles n Nzl - Schuster Gl s unkgue
Jordantan- mnuol.led.pmcdmﬁq—. iefing THy vor echood withthe anclent soundsof domkeys | Germany, Mr Blrd's Pages; 423 flgure In history, In
“Daailcy, we b 7. nd can ther bea ehurch bells the Mualim call o viowswere Price: #1 200 024, with the
Nmuﬂtszvend.ecmslaserxailslrd madem, el hip praves; machine gunand (! k otk Joing capétal, a fofnt fund for
lsin't choser tothat fackpot. Nelther, of Inthe Middie East mosslc?™ the modermechaes. Spealdng Arble. Kal leavensd. " The redathonship™ I
eoiirse, bs anyone else, whether politiclan Borween hisWest Aslan childhood pnd grewupinthemultostuml milleu of pre- Palestinlansdid notunderstand thag hﬁwmdwlmurlga‘nwdngnmrhmu
o tarrorlat. Yet. Ina post-October 7 2023 youth, whenhisghifrend wisuhostageon | Israel Palestine. amang Lebanese, lsmllsns:tdetydn;plv traur p dshook
Introchaction to CrossingMondeiinaeim anukrliner hijcked by Pabestinlan Egyptinns, Amsaricins, Arnbs, atastrophe]. . When mmlndsuﬁulallummumsmd
driate, his rebssued 2000 memalr, he revels termrsts, and his research oo the bvesof Jaws, Christhinsand Muskims. Pnhﬂtlnlmmalmandk!l!hltlmnmod’ opportunities that, he thinks, could hive
In e micaties od s childhood nndvate, hls dewsksh prnerits-1n-law, Holocauss Inlessthan L T 1. Iaral endedthecycleofviolence that benefls
believingthatthe lmaellsand survivors, Criviidng Manidelbann Gate parentsfound idiffl cult tos society Hitler," hew:lla.\"el neither Israelks nos Palestinlans, who
o0 @9 4 o0 @@¢ s e @00 an 0 oo
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Afghan girls deprived

of education after the

Taliban takeover

l power in 2021, the Taliban
banned education for ghis

above sisth grade. Alghanistan is the only

country In the world with bans on female
secondary and higher education. w

in millign. When they took

THE:

Number of housing
projects currently
stalled across India

These
2,000
: which are
spread across 42 citées, are mainly stalled
due to financial msmanagement and lack

of capabilities, according to PropEquity. =

Follow us €3

The number of
Palestinians killed in
the Gaza Strip

1srael's
.m.ach
alsa wommed 92,401 people and d-s;m(td

over 8
homes, according to minkstry in Gaza. wn

facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the_hindu

= HINDU

regior

of the population from their

The number of
Russian ¢
seized by Ukraine

Uheanian troops have taken
control of over a 1,000 square
, Ukradne's top military chief sakd

Thils setzure marks the second week of the
country’s biggest cross-barder attack. we

rttlements

kilometres of Russia’s Kursk

! instagram.com/the_hindu

Value of unclaimed
narcotics found on the
Gujarat coast

30

recovered from the seuth of the Gujarat
coastline,

in ¥ crare. This is the fourth
incident this week of packets
of unclaimed narcotics being

COMPLED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Why did Japan’s Prime Minister step down?

since coming to office in October 2021, Kishida has struggled o overcome dire
san-based Unification Church. as well as a political fundraising scandal uncovered last .\m ember

Ko

Crabgz Mark

11 SUrprise announcement,
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishicla saidl on August 14 he would
step down as leader of the ruling
Liberal Demioc arty (LDP) next
month, bringing his premiership to an
early end.
Since coming to office in October 2021,
Kishida has struggled to overcome dine
ppmul ratings. The party has been
ged by revelations of ties to the
h wean-hased Unification Church in the
wake of the assassination of former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe in July 2022, as well
as i poditical fundraising scandal
uneovered kst November.
Ki dissalved his own powerful
faction in the party and pressured the

largest conservative faction, formerly

be, to dissolve
wake of the scandal. Up to 830 LDP

s of the Diet (Japan’s parliament)
miplicated, and four cabinet

sters resigned. Publie prosecutors
Investi andal decided not to
proceed with indictments against Kishida
and seven other senior LDP gures, due
1o lack of evidence,

Jusst three months ago, Kishida vowed
e would not step aside, instead pledging
tin paash -corruption measures and
other political reforms. To try o stem the
damuge, the LDP passed a bill in the Diet
i Juree to reform the political funds
control aw, but the opposition called it
inadequate.

The [ of the Maritime Seif Defence
Foroe also resigned last month over
allegations he mishandled national
security information, making things even
tougher for the Kishida government.

11 a poll in late July, of
respondents said they did not want
Kishilicha to stay on as party beader after the
LDP leadership election in September.
With his publi popul
entrenched, hi was unlikely to recelve the

anese PM Fumio Kishids

Under pressure: lapa

backing of a majority of LD Diet

hers in next month's vite,

ely considered a consistent foreign
v performer, i
strong diplomatic appearance
menths, He attended NATO' 75th
anniversary summit in Washington,
followed by an official visit to Germany.
He then returned 1o Tokyo to host the

1N Fecent

Pacific Island Leaders meeting last month.

He had been due to embark on a tour of
(inl al Asia last week, but cancelled the

1 maggnieude 7.0 carthquake
struck Japan.

Rivals are already emerging
Kishida’s rivals have already started to
position themselves for next month’s

approval ratings.

pan's new prime minister.
Shigeru Ishiba, a former defence
minj-.wr md LDP secret:

scandal, is also considerec

contender. Digital Minister Taro Kono,

one of Kishida's opponents in the 2021

Imu-unlpuu i another. E u.:mmh
J d

Enister Yoko Kamikawa could
also enter the contest. If elther of them

How can traffic which causes
air pollution be controlled?

What is the share of road transport with res

policy not been effective in States like Karnataka and Maharashira?

Sreeparna Chattopadhyay

The story so far:
recent report stated thar India
is home to 83 of the 100 most
polluted cities in the world,
Another report from the Brivish
Medical Journal estimated that air
pollution led 1o the deaths of 2.1 million
people in India, the second Largest
mumbers after Y% of the
population breathes air that is poorer
than the recommended WHO standards,

How severe is air pollution?
The International Energy Associates
estimates that 12% of India's CO2
ermissions ire due to road transport, of
which the vast majority of Particulate
Matter (PM) 2.5 emissions are due to
B PM2.5 comprises
pollutants, which, by beling microscapic
can reach the deepest pans of our lungs,
and spill over to blood, thereby causing a
7]

range of respiratory and cardbovascular
effects. Moreover, heavy veliches
contribite dgnificantly to the emission of
Nitrogen Oxide (NO: pable of causing
similar health effects, NOx contributes to
the formation of ground-level ozone,
mpacts on akr quality and
heat, which furthe Is air pollution in
urban contexts. Several studies have
Indicated that heavy vehicles contribute
ot B0-70% of the total vehicular PM
cemissions and about 40-50% of the total
NOx emissions in urban areas.

What are some of the measures taken
to combat air pollution?

With the transport industry growing at
of Energy

n developing
the drafi C e Average Fuel
Economy (CAFE) norms for cars in India
s timiely and lasdable. The timelines to
trmplement CAFE 111 from 20272002 amd
CAFE IV from 2032-2037 are practical.
The commitment to shifi from the

pect 1o India’s CO2 emissions? Why has the vehicular scrapping

Modified India Driving Cycle (MIDC) to
the World Light Duty Vehicle Testing
Procedure (WLTP) from March 31, 2027, is
excellent because the WLTP offers a more
te and globally harmonised
sure of a vehicle's actual fuel
aption and CO2 emdssions. The
proposed emissions target for CAFE 111
based on the WLTP at 91.7g CO2/km and
Vit Toyg CO2km is achievable,
Such stringent CO2 targets are essential
for driving innovation and encouraging

C [ ner technologies. In
the interest of the health of our planet
and citizens, these targets should be
made non-negotiable. However, I!n- CAFE

What more can be done?
The government introduced o vehicle
serappage policy to phase out old and

polluting vehicles, inchading heavy
vehicles in 2022, It mandates that

zs. His party has been dogged by reve

wo, Japan would have its first female
prime minister.

Challenges remain

Whoever replaces Kishida in September
will then have 1o restore the LDP's
electoral fortunes before the next national
election, dise by October 2025, Key to this
will be reinvigorating Japan's luggish
growth, which has shown the relative
fallure of Kishida's “New Capitalism*
pelicy to revive the economy,

The weak yen has boosted expon
carnings and profits for some of Japan's
largest corporations, in addition to
helping the tourism industry exceed
I demic levels. But higher-priced
imports have further dampened
consumption among ordinary Japan
particularly those on fixed income
rvegular, low-paid, casual work, Jap,
shrinking labour force dlu.nru Tnues o
exacerbate economic and so i
vl just days ago, the decision by the
of Japan to i

ve of stock market

ke indexc suffered its

= since 1987, although it has
rzely recovered since then.

Despite Kishida®s cons hle efforis
to boost Japan's alllances and a recent
boost in defence spending, the country
also faces an increasingly threatening
security environment. This could become
even more challenging if Domald Tromp
wins the U.5. presi ¢ in November.

Dhespite the recent missteps and
scandals, the LDP is still kely to return to
power in the next election, given the
ongoing weakness of the main opposition
Constitutional Democratic Party,

The next prime minister could then
decide 1o hold a snap election this year,
Laking advantage of a brief honeymoon
period to exploit the disunity among the
opposition parties. However, it will take a
lot for any
Japanese public t
after years of political dramu,

Craig Mark is Adjunct Lecturer, Faculty
of Economics, Hosel Uni This article
was reprblished from The Conversation,

passenger vehicles older than 20 vears
and commercial vehicles older than 15
S IUST pass a lnnc's:idmlt'nu

they are categorised as end-of-life
icles, and will lose their registration
certificate, and are recommended to be
scrapped, Yet this poli et o take off
in Karnataka for two re there are
only two scrapyards for the entire State
and it is voluntary. Most older vehicles in
Bangaloge ane not fourwheelers bat older
BMTC buses, private vans, and heavy
vehicles, Maharashtra is one among 21
States that have announced incentives
such as discounts on road tax or o
private vehicle purchase to encourage
serapping but this s yet to have
farreaching impacts on air poltution in
the State. Policymakers must enswre that
the guidelines do not remain exemplary
in the letter alone.

Existing policies of the government to
combrat air pollution su the testing of
les at regular intery
are within emission liméts, banning open
garbage burning, and checking industrial
emissions need to be implemented with
the greatest stringency. Whibe we
welcome the government’s efforts to curb
air pollution, we also strongly suggest that
s trensit is the only sus e
method of tackling air pollution in india.

Laneelor Mark Finto is a pulmonologist
at P13 Hinduja Hospital, Mumbai and &
puliic health pelicy advocate. Sreéparna
Chattopadhyeay is with TAPMI, Manipal
Bangalove and is a medical anthropologist.

jons of ties o the

s 1o ensure they
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Ina poll in late July, T4% of
nespondents sald they did not
want Kishida to stay on a5
party leador after the LOP
Ieadership election In
September.

-

Despite Kishida's considerable
effarts to boast Japan's
alliances and a recent boost in
defence spending, the courtny
atso faces an increasingly
threatening security
environmaent.,

Whoever replaces Kishida in
Septemnbes will then have 1o
nestore the LDP's electoral
fortunes befor the next
national ebection, due by
October 2025.
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The Internationsl Energy
Associates estimates that 13%
of india's CO2 erbssions are
due to mad transpart, of which
the vast majarity of Pasticulate
Mattor (PM} 2.5 emissions ane
due to heavy vehicles

-

With the transport Industry
prowing at 9,1% per annum,
the Burea of Energy
Efficioncys (BEE) mnitiathoe in
developing the draft Corporate
Average Fuel Econamy [CAFE)
mones For cars in India is timely
and laidable.

The gevermment introduced a
wehicle scrappage policy to
phase st old and polluting
wehicles, including heavy
wehicles in 2002, It mandates
that of vehicles obder

passen

st passa “fitness and
EiAsionS test”
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The genius of percussion in
A.R. Rahman’s ‘Taal Se Taal Mila’

How the AR, Rahman-Siviimani combination in “Faal” put percussion on the musical map, as was witnessed in the recentlyv-concluded Olvmpics 2024

el in Pards when the L

Srinlvasa Ramanujam

port and mwiske go hand kn hand
4 1er Rk Hited the
113, ML, Disoasl, ome of
the main architects of the
trinmpabuant tesm in the WL O
record to talk about the most emotional
mvenment i thie finaks, And thae wisn't the
or the steep run ¢hise,

" recalled

A5 very ditficult to recre
Dhonl,
Ir the recently-conchudid Olymples

2024 held i ris, there was yet another

narriage of song and sport, when the US,
the swimming team ook o the

rrs. Thie tabented eight-member team

al Se Taal Mila® from the
Bollywood film Taal,

[hash Ghid, featiring

Anil Kapoor and Akshoye

e the beadd,

The album of Tieal had music by AK.
Raliman, then fst rising in popualarity in
Banllywomsd 1 suaperhibt albuns
i Tamil einema. Beyond the melody in
hee songs, Toal also featured a
percusshon-bed track titked ‘Bear of

THE DAILY QUIZ

Soartistie swimming team took to the wate

Paesion’, a portbon of which was used by
the swimmers in thelr Olympics outing.
it of Passion® stars almost 1ik
sper, A lew linger-snapping sounds
Later, the diams come iinto play, albeit

for the
Wi

drums hu!. I, youar feet st
by thie thmee thie "Bt of 1
i a frenzy.

shon’ 18 percussion
drums’ Stvammand, with whom
laar, iling

nal relationship, and who brings
Foerth the mugle that beats mualke you fiel

Here, ankini docsn't use just the
drumms alonie; hie uses sounids from
finger w4, the tonking of the vessels
anid busckets and even the sound of
Thorwdingg frevm a boatle

There's also some heavy breathing in
the end of that partheular rack, which
contribiutes cquite well to the behiing
musbcal soundscape of Taal,

This s just one example; there ane
pore; lke the st minute or so in
track from Kadhalar
also another silent hero
Bl thvese pasienl gems: auclio engin
H. Sridhar

Track record

Percusasion and meksdy ane two sides of a
musheal coln, with beas o
themrical experience, The
thimie when percission |
cinema, This is not 1o say that per sslon
i M5,

X i thele \-mp..
Raluman-Sivamani comblnation and the
boom of compuiters and technology in the
Mimethes were ke o match made in
Shvamand’s beats resomated in all
changing the way

"het recent eple
, Pornivin Selvan too, saw work rom

While many state that mekody is the
e toany muske, there's some mag
thint happens when percussion combines
with a core melody, *Nadoan Parincey
from Rockstar might be asoulil cry of a
Tk, Dt it saill has somme roldbicking d
wirk to klckstart things before the guitars
amal vocals take over. fodfian Akbar’s
muskeal landscape would be complete
without the termis that
weCompany
Shahehshaly', nily, the stacatto
eats of Ponmvin Selvan ook us back 1w

thie Chola enypire, Such historleal subjects
also el composers and musician use
e Instruments and recreate sounds that
are not often heard in modem-day
clverin, We hope to hedr maore of those n
the upconing Thig Life, which sees Mani
Rantmanm wndd Kamal Hansan coming
together aflter many years.

and elevate the
percussionist K

jit Barot's perf
1 coneert where he
itham

shiifts the mshes
Puchhu Bhoomi’ 1
prubssningg wesrk on this dirun
More than 30 y
unforgetealsle B
Rahman-Shama
tov enthiral asdie \
paved the way | BIGET COMPRESErs 1o
ik Ly peroussion in a big w n this
age of techno-driven soundircks,
Anirudh, for instance, lifted the theatrical
we of Rajinikanth's Petta by
| nastchies with the "Riwthm of Petta'
that featured kuthuestyle drumming.
Without mibssing a bear, the percussion
Journey contimues,

4

Singer Madonna celebrates her 66th birthday today. Here is a quiz on the
hits and highlights of the Queen of Pop

Madonna son

Alrhinaya, K

particular style of dance that has

It griging in o

1N
QUESTION &
style

[
QUESTION 4

[N
QUESTION 3
Th

ball cultwre of 10705 and 1980%
Now York |:ll)' Narme the dance

gisancdeton

he underground

=
Visual question:

af Fartition,

ith o reported 1.6
concert of the tour
Heddy Ka

Pravince, is named abtor th

Questions and Answers 1o the previous day's daily quiz: |
This freedom fighter collaborated with Rani Lakshmi Bl 1o soize
Guilion At Tatys Tops

ol utlonary was private ¢
rrod 1o s the "Unalfic
Ans; Bhikaji Cama

¥, Fifty years before the Sepoy Mutiny, this chicftain in the south
opposed the British East Indla Company and was hanged, Ans;
Veera Pandiys Kattabomman

4, Upset with the Doctrine ol Lapye policy, which ded not
recognise her sdopted son's rigl
the British and registered
Chennamma

5, She was an officer of the Indian National Army and one of the

rotary of a man who iy
| Al

to rule Kittur, this queen fought
Al vickory, Ans: Kittur Rani

macralie Waman'y

olhi, established to gve opponunities to rehigees

o from the Northwest Frontier
man. Ans: Abdul Ghaffar Khan

by theos:

ual: Hame the other two apart from Bhagat Singh, Ans:
Sukhdev Thapar and Shivaram Rtajguru

Early Birds: €. Saravanan| Sandeeg
anti| Joseph Netson| Al

fadhakrishnan) Satish
sh Kumar Dash

FRROM THE ARt

Know your
English

K, Subra

an i

“What's the I.II"l unwlulm it ' beist
K

e wie unl.uulm.-l is derived from the
Livtln “andima® mcankig ‘i breathe, e
1i% @ generic term
1 living things oth i

I il a snake ks an
el even &
I Bt generally, whem we
s D wiord anbmal in everydiy
comversation, we refer to all Hyving things
other tha o aid plants, We think we
are superkor o animals Inmany ways, 5o
Wl e wani b0 insult somelbsody or
Bl himyher down in the eyes of others,
we isnilly refer 1o Db/ her as s anbil
mple, ifwe find somebody who
behaves crudely or treats others badly, we
nsually call him an animal,
Ko w behaving ke an animal,
‘e ehers to any kirge, four-footed
e elephiant, the tiger, the
y are all exaumples of beasts, The
Tiom is ot Tl thee king of beasts, The
dombkey is referred 1o as the beast of
Imulu-n Likie the word ‘animal,’ the word
5 also applicd w human belngs, It
r word of condemnatbon than
i, When you call soameome a beast,
yern ane Bilghlighnings this brutal aspect of
Tk mature, You consider the person to be
et y inhimn,

When Harish is dewnk, he's @ real beast,
L niwinid playfually or
rEproe fidlly to mean ‘an unphesant
pier

‘Beast

Gt off iy back, wou e Beast,
In Informa] British English, 'L
nased b0 mean Gk unpleasant, s

A
18 was beastly af tim o have behaved
ke that
I i a1 B
"8l h

iy ool dlay,
Just arrived' of °I just

1 i 0 monent ago) n
s English, when ‘just’ §s used in this
SETSE, You use the present tense. That is,
o say I have just arrives))!

I have just ferishid veading your novel.

The bell heis fust ring.

In American English, ‘Just’ |s used with
the simple past wense,

I fust arvived.

Hie fuast carm

He Juast wesil onit

"By the way, which is correct: ketchup,
s, or eateh up? 1 ke the sace made
Hromm toamatoes.”

“1vows, Al the three are acceptable.
“Ketehup® b= the vsual form In Bridsh
elish and “eatsup” In American English
Catchup §s also used occasionally, The
word has nothing wo do with cats, It was
ariginally from the Chinese word
hmxllmp, ‘pickled fish sauce. The M.
ngige ook the word over is kechup,
sy swhi dires very fomd of
t* tiv the worel, The meining also
got chinged, ‘Fish sauce’ has become
nomate susce, Are you ready for another
spelling rule?
“One it a time, pleass
'nk Wh u\uu!

aclded

|I\ inv-ce and

lice, r||.1t|<|u||» wvice, viclous,
b for thee day.”

Published in The Wimdu on farniary 26,
15903,

W(}lci ofthed

Y

SYNonym: ar

Usage: rhat bo
i

Pronunciation: bi iy

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fsenon

Foi feedbiack and sugs
Toxt & Context, please wriite to
letters@thehindi.co.in
with th subject Teat & Contest’
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Why latest mpox outbreak is ‘emergency of international concern’

ANONNADUTT
WEW DELHI AUGUIST1S

THE WORLD Health Organlsaucm sournd-

muscle aches, back pain, low energy, and
swollen lymph nodes, along with poe-like
rashes that last for two to three weeks. Itis a
self-limiting disease but can lead to death,
especially among children and those with

ing its highest leve declared mpox
as a Public Health Emergency of Inter-
national Concern on Wednesday. Thisis the
second ime the infiection has neceived the
designation in as many years — the out-
break between July 2022 and May 2023 was

weak Y 3

‘While the infection has been reported in
humans since 1970, it mostly affected peo-
phe inthe endemic regions in Africa Gl 2022,

‘What is driving the current concern?

also declared as PHEIC The current concerm stems
The decision to sound the from the spread of clade b of
alarm was taken after an up- EXPLAINED the MPXV, which is predomi-

surge of cases reported from
the Democratic Republic of
Congo {DRC) and neighbour-
ing countries. At least 99,176 cases and 208
deaths due to mpox have been reported
from 116 countries since 2022, according to
data from the WHO.

Wllatkmpcu?

Mpae, pr

HEALTH

nantly transmitted through
sexual contact.

Organisms belonging to a
clade share common ancestors. When it
comes to mpox, there are two different
clades: clade [ and clade I, with the former
deadlier than the latter.

wual kransmission of clade [ infections
hasnotheen nepe ioLshy, acoomdng to

VN,
iz a self-limiting viral infection caused by
mpaox virus [MPXV). The most commion
symptomeof mpox include fever, eadache,

apaper this Jamary in the joumal
Emerging nfertions Disagse, Historically, clade
linfections have spread through zoonotic
spilkwver events — tramsmitted Fom animals

WA E HISTORY

WHY STONEHENGE CENTRESTONE'S
800 KMJOURNEY IS SIGNIFICANT

ver Britain. Monoic Mufumdar

A nurse tends to achild suspected of
having contracted mpaox in DRC. Reurers

HARISH DAMODARAN

STONEHENGE HAS long stood as an
enigmain the English countryside. Noone
kenows wihy it wias built, and there is little
consensus on how it was badlt, by whom
and exacthywhen Whatis certainisthat it
is ome of the greatest marvels of neolithic
engineering, and a testament &o the inge-
nuity of peehistoric humans and the com-
plexity of their social bves.

Case in point is the arigin of the Altar
Stone, the partially buried slab of sand-
stome lying at the centre of the stone dr-
cle. Latest grochemical analysis suggests
thatthe six-tonne monolith was brought
toits present Iocation in the Salisbury
Plains from the far north of Scotland,
some B00 km away.

Stones of the henge

Construction at Stonehenge began
5000 years agp, and took place over bwo
millennia. The site's ouber cinde is made
of 30 tall, upright sarsens [ sandstone
blocks impregnated with silica), most of
which are capped by shaped lintel stones.
These stones originate from Marlborough
Dowmes, 25 kem away from Stonehenge.

Stonehenge also has also 80 smalber
bluestones, which came from the
Mymydd Preseli mountains in western
‘Wales The Altar Stone, although made of
adifferent kind of rock, was long thought
to have come from the same area.

But the Latest study, published inthe
Jjournal Nahure on Thursday, used chemi-

cal analyses of timy ziron, nutile and apatite
crystals from fragments of the Altar stone
o trace ifs origin to the Orcadian Basin in
northeast Sootland and the Orkney Islands.

*It was a perfect match far the
Orcadian Basin and no match at all for
anything in England or Wales," the
study's lead researcher Anthony Clarke,
a geochronologist at Curtin University in
Perth, Australia, told nafire com.

Imprabable journey

Despite social media speculation to
thee contrary, geologists are certain that
thie stones were brought to Stonchenge
“by human agency”. Clark believes it
likely travelled by the sea "given major
overland barriers en route from north-
ecast Scotland to Sakisbury Plain™,

But archaeclogist Mike Pitts, who
wrote How o Buikd Stonehenge (2022), be-
liewes thata land journey, perhaps aking

AFTER STAYING above 8% for eight months
from Movember 2023 to june 2024, retail
food inflation {year-om-year) fell o 5.4% in
July: The shamp decline from 9.4% in the pre-
wious manth was due to a high 'base’ infla-
tion of 11.5% in july 2023, The monthly rise
mthe official consumer food price inde July
2024 over June 2024), &t 2.8%, translates into
anannualised inflation of 33.8%

Cearly. food inflation remains the econ-
omy’s bugbear, eating into howsehobd in-
comes and suppressing spending on other
things, besides preventing the Reserve Bank
of India from cutting its policy interest rates.

Given the high share of food in the aver-
ape Indian's consumption basket, “the pub-
lic at large understands inflation more in
terms of food inflation.. jwhich also] ad-
wersely affects household inflation expec-
rations,” RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das said
onAugusts.

However, there are at least bwo reasons

years, is more probabie, Thi Id all
people o see and engage with the stone,
making it “increasingly precious” as it
maved southwards,

As to why this journey was made, is
amyone’s guess. Whatever the means of
and the reason behind it, the Altar Stone's
journey suggests that neolithic Britain
‘was far mome integrated than previously
known, opening up “sugzestions for the
whole way we think about Nealithic
Britain," Pitts said,

ARJUNSENGUPTA

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION
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Hope from monsoon

The southwest monsoon set in over
Kerala on May 30, two days before schedule,
Bast overall raindall in june was 10.9% below
the historical lang period average {or ‘nor-
mal") rainfall for the month, Rainfallwas sub-
par everywhere except the South,
Maharashtra | excluding Vidarbha), west
Madhya Pradesh, and east Rajasthan

The below-normal June rain was per-
haps due to the residual effect of EI Nifio —
an abnormal warming of central and east-
em Pacific Ocean waters off Ecuador and

JIRAM & RAYI
R 1 a8 Bk

TEMonths + B Meonths MSP
26" AUGDST 2024
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& Months
 SEFTEMBER 2024

b Eos

Peru Iy frowim to suppress rinfall
inlndia — that lasted from April-fune 2023
to March-May 2024

As El Nifio transitioned into a “newtral”
phase, the monsoon revived. July reconded
9% above-normal rain.

Rainfall has been 13.4% above normal i
the current month so far, taking the cumu-
Lative surplus for the entire season (June-
September) to 482 a5 on August 15, The de-
ficiency is now Largely confined to the East,
and parts of northwest India where farmers

to humans in close proximity. (ade la infec-
tions that spread this way continue to aﬁact

into several distinct lineages in the human
population, where it is fast aoquiring many

an:

parts of DRC

Mo, over 100 cases of dade 1binfiections
have been reported in four countries neigh-
bouring DRC — Burundi, Kema, Rwanda and
Usanda — that have not reported mpox be-
fore. The numbers are lkely to be higher as
many with symptoms might not have been
tested. This is coupled with an increase in the
total number of mpox cases, More than
15,600 cases and 537 deaths have been re-
ported so far this year alone,

"The emergence of 2 new clade of mpon,
its rapid spread in eastern DRC, and the re-
porting of cases in several neighbouring
countries are very worrying. On top of out-
breales of ather mpax dlades in DAC and other
countries in Africa, it's chear that a coordi-
nated international response is needed to
stop these outhreaks and save lives,” WHO
Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said on Wednesday,

Research published in the journal Natune
late last year indicates that recent cases are
being driven by human-to-human trans-
mission, and that the virus has diversified

Is Indiaat risk?

The first case of the more contagious
clade Ib mpox infection outside Africa was
reported from Sweden on Thursday. With
interlinked global travel, the cases may
reach other countries as well,

During the 2022 global outhreak, India
oo reported cases of mpox. albeit of the
bess deadly clade I type. Initially, infections
weere reported among some people from
Kerala wheo had a history of international
eravel. But later even those without a his-
tory of international travel got infected in
Deelhi. At least 27 laboratory confirmed
cases and one death was reparted inIndia,
acoording to the WHO data,

IHR Emergency Committes Chair
Professor Dimie Ogodna said, "The current
upsurge of mpaox in parts of Africa, along
with the spread of 3 new sexually trans-
missible strain of the virus, is an emer-
gency, notonly for Africa, but for the entire
gloie. Mpoo, originating in AfTica, was neg-

SV ECONOMICS |

Food inflation outlook

The worst of food inflation may be over. Higher kharif plantings on the back of a good monsoon so far, and
benign international prices offer hope for the easing of inflationary pressures in the months ahead
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Sotrce:

have access to oigation.

Theoverall mansoon with well-dis-
tributed rainfall has led to higher acreages
uncher most kharif crops this year Area sown
s up for rice, pulses such as arhar {pigeon
pea) and moong {green gram), maize,
oikseeds | soyabean and groundnue), and SUg-
arcane relaty both the cor
rind of 2023 and the normal coverage for this
time. {See Table)

Farmeers plant more when there is ade-
quate water. They also go for crops whose
prices are better or assured. Arhar and
maize are now whaolesaling at Rs 10,500~
11,000 and Rs 2,600-2.700 per quintal re-
spectively, way above their corresponding
official minimum support prices (MSP) of
Rs 7550 and Rs 2,225,

Not surprisingly, farmers have aggres-
sively scown both crops —which should help
ease inflation in pulses and animal proteins
dowvn the line. Arfaor dal is currently retail-
ingat an average Rs 165/ kg against Rs 140
a year ago and Rs 110 two years ago, and
maize is a key ingredient in the feed given
to poulery and cattle.

On the other hand, farmers have SOWN

Rs 7.500-7,600 per quintal in Gujarat’s
Rajkot market. That's just around the MSPof
Rs7,521 for long-staple varicties, when the
new crop's first picking is due only after
mid-September.

Flat prices, a long cropping duration of 6
7 meonths, and risksof insect pest attacks jes-
pecially the deadly pink bollworm) have
dampened farmers” enthusiazsm for cotton.
They have switched area this time to ground-
nat, soyabean, and maize [which mature in
3-4 months), or even paddy (where MSP is

assured through gr rocurement )

Low global food prices

Asecond factor too, may help reduce in-
flationary pressures in food.

Global food inflation has been innegative
territory since December 2022 The United
MNations’ Food and Agriculture Crganization's
food price index avel 1208 pointsin]uly
2024, 3.1% down from its year-ago level

The index — a weighted average of the
wwarld prices of a basket of food commodi-
ties over a base period value (taken at 100 for
2014-16) — is 24.7% below its 1603 points
p-ul: scaled inMarch 20232 following Russia’s

bess area under cotbon — which i at

i ‘Ukraine. Fvensh isthefall of

lected there, and later caused a global out-
breakin 2022, 1t is time to act decisively to
prevent history from repeating itself.”

Are there vaccines for mpox?

There are at beast twovaccines currently
in use for mpome, which have been recom-
mended by the WHO's Strategic Advisory
Group of Experts on Immunization.

Lastweek, an Emergency Use Listing for
mipox vaccines was triggened by the WHD,
which will accelerate vaccine access for
Iovwer-income countries which have not yet
issued their own national regulatory ap-
proval. This listing also enables bodies such
a5 1GAVE and UNICEF to procure vaccines for
distribution in these countries.

‘WHOis working with countries and vac-
cine manufacturers on potential vaccine do-
nations, and coordinating with partners
through t!u interim Medical Cnuntur—
ok to facil
mssm»mycs.l}tmpcuumdmanﬂ
other tools, the organisation said.

During the previous cuthreak in 2022,
India too had called on companies to man-
ufacture vaccines and diagnostics,

the cereal price index — from 173.5 points in
May 2022 to 1 10.8 points now.

‘While global and domestic food infla-
tion have moved in opposite directions in
recent [IITII!S (e Chart), low international

MPOCts more ible. Russian
whizat, for instance, is currently being ex-
ported at about 3220 per tonne free-on-
board {i.e. from the port of origin), com-
pared to 3250-plus a year back, and
§395-403 in March-May 2022

Adding ocean freight and other charges
of 345-50 would take the landed cost of im-
ported wheat in India to §265-270 per tonne,
o Rs 2,225-2 270 quintal. That's bedow the
ruling market price of s 2,600 in Delbhd, and
even the MSPof Rs 2275

The point is that benign international
Prioes — a contrast with the situation after
the outhreak of the Russia-Ukraine war —
not only lessen the risk of “imported infa-
tion”, s it happened particularly invegrtable
oils from late-2020m 2022, they can also put
alid on domestic prices — like with wheat if
imports are allowed through lowering of
duty [from the present 40%).

Cautious optimism

Wheat stocks in government ware-
honzses, at 26812 lakh tonnes (1t} on August
1, were the third lowest for this date after
2022 (26645 It) and 2008 (243.80 It),
However, rice stocks (including the grain
equivalent from un-milled paddy) of 454.83
Itwere the highest ever for the same date.

The prospects of a monsoon-aided
bumper kharif crop should enabde relaxation
of the export ban| restrictions on non-bas-
mati rice as well as sugar, along with the lift-
ingof stockholding limits on pulses applica-
bide to traders, retailers and dai millers.

Above-average rains so far have fllled up
the country’s major resenvoirs to nearky 5%
of their total storage capacity | as against last
year's 61% and the 10-year normal of 54%
for this time}), and also recharged ground-
water tables.

That — plus the high probability of the
emergence of La Nifia (EE Nifio’s “cool
oousin”, associated with robust rainfall ac-
tivity in India)during September-November
and pcrslsl:mg thruug]! the winter- spnng
months raging for
auppingseasmmu

But this optimism must be tempered —
the harvesting of the kharif crop is at leasta
month away, that of wheat and other rabi
crops will not take place before March-end.
The uncertainty over food inflation will con-
tinue for some Hme.

Why 44 & 60 could be two key ages inyour healthspan: what new study says

mmlti-omics profiles duri aging, These in ine with Atacellularlevel, aging reflectsthe dam-  young,_the Greenland shark(afishthat gices  coudd help induce people tnmake healthier
RISHIKA SINGH puhblished in the journal Noture Aging,  isting data in the US on major non-commu- age which the bedy has sustained over 2 mmmrurwmsuom\ by choices, “Forexample, i
MEW DELHL ALIGLIST 15 analysed cellular-Jevel data of 108 partic-  micable diseases. For example, fong per from o —— you kenow that your carbohydrate metabo-
pamadapﬁhcmznhmd?‘iyuars—a!l erative diseases such as Farkinson's and  the Sun's ultraviolet rays to the lack of ade- Almdusnﬂynmd.humaman! Agian  lism s going off — there's something youcan
THOSEWHO complain oft ) “fioel aliformia in the United States.  Alzheimer's abso have "distinct quate nuirition. dfacearel-  doabout that: changing your diet,” he said,
old™ in their mid-40s may not necessarily The subjects of the study weretracked  tuming poinits ooourming anound Aging impairs the ability of  atively low risk of mortality until later ages™.
bie victims of a gloomy imagination. Asig-  foramedian period of 1.7 years Every three . the ages of 40 and 65 respec- cciLi H:L'hulldmg him:lcsof While the ages between 45 and 55 ane Limitations, queshnns
nificant new study on human aging has  to six months, the researchers coflected  theely™, the study said, to v k incrucial biological changes: The study and restricted
found that molecular changes show “sub-  blood, stool, skinswab, oral swab and nasa] The study also Iwnd tl[.al multiply, thus impacting inwomenduetothe onsetofmenopause,the 1o a specific geography, Certain fndings, say
stantial dysregulation”™ at two points inan  swab samples, which the caparity growth and development. newstudy found there are other underhying o caffieine metabolisation, could be either
individual’s lifetime — when they are 44, proteins, lipids, stool microbiomes, skinmi- — feine undergoes a "notable al- PAPER Thereis alsnanincrease inpig- - factors aswell, whichimphya“commonphe-  due to the body's actual slowing capahilities
.and again, at age B0 years, crobiomes, etc. More than 5,000 samples  teration”, both around age 40 ments and fatty substance i ing process of Loat toconsump i
Researchers from Stanford Um\oemty were analysedin all. and at age G0 years. CI IP (lipids} inside the cells, affect- The researchers said theirfindingsarealss. which are more behavioural in nature, The
saic the findings provided "valusble i he d distinct mol- . ing: their functioning, i for understandi molecular  researct e the shoet duration
dramatic i ecules essesarundthe  SOME 1 ys T However, the pace of aging dungummmagmgmfurumymg- of sampie collection, of jess than two years.
hu!nanqgmg Nntah(’y the ﬁndmgoft'he Aging is generally under- NEW RESEARCH varies greatly among bving or- Xiaotao Shen, another co-author, mold
research alsai dispase risksare aswellas  stond as the irreversible and ganisms. A 201 study by re-  identifying "therapeutic targets” foraging 72~ The Washington Postthat the factorsdriving
non-linear in natune — mans.rhcydumt the br and cor ion of raduale ion of cells, tissues, andor- searchers from the University of Oxfiord and healthspan,  thec icular ages are un-
increase proporti ageincrease drates, i yearmark.And  gans with time, leading to weakened func-  the National University of reland Galwayon — as opposed tolifespan, Healthspan isthepe-  knsown, “Tf we can find the drivers of these
therewere changes refated tocardiovasoular— tioning. Scientific research on aging often. animal life cycles noted that while “the  nod of fime for whic wealthy, changes, 1y be ind ways

‘What the study found
The study, ‘Monlinear dynamics of

aims to understand how aging works, and

dmas:‘smnuﬂullsmdalcnhdand lipids
-y

{atty cor ransition

toslowitd:

turquoise killifish (a small fish that can com-
pliete itslife oyclein 14 days Jgr

Michael Snydcr aro-authorof the sady,
told The Post that the findings

tovshowy or even reverse the drivers of the ag-
ing at these two time points,” he said.
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eeing ourselves in others

My Independence Day is about feeling part of a greater whole, a day to choose
compassion over indifference, understanding over judgement, and unity over division

ANASUYA SENGUPTA

1 CAN SCARCELY think of Independence Day
without having the words of the Preamble
roll off my tongue unbidden. Embodied in
these very words perhaps, is my first grasp
of Indian freedom, and the significance of
August 15 Even before that, the images of
the Independence Day cultural
programmes in school — dressed in the
vibrant costumes of our nation's states, un-
knowingly enacting a diversity [ was yet
to compre hend.

These memories, these words are the
seeds from which my understanding of in-
dependence began. It skowly became quite
chear that those who fought mountains of
atrocities for the freedom of our nation,
wanted to gift their people a country repre-
senting love and kind ness, inclusivity and ac-
ceptance, Yet, on the 78th anniversary of
India’s Independence, | must ask: Do these
rituals and recitations alone capture the
essence of freedom?

O are they memely comforting illusions,
shielding us from the raw reality of whatin-
dependence demands of us?

‘What is true freedom if not a constant
challenge to our perceptions?

Does it not require us to question our be-
liefs, our traditions, our prejudices, our very
identities?

‘Whatis Independence Dayif nota day to
sk miysell some questions: How much do |
«care about others? We, the people of India.

How selfish am1?

Heowe much dio | care about our children,
the future and the country and world that |
will leave behind?

Tenderness and generosity can only
come from love. Mercy, too, And tll there is
enough love, there is no change, no reforms,
no freedom and no independence.

Is freedom then, inessence, love?

Secking answers, on a recent trip back
home to meet my family, | turned o my 94-
year-old grandmaother, Perhaps, having been
witness o the first Independence Day, then
onky 17 years old, she would be able to offer
meinsights intothe last 76 years that Hladeed
mysell. On a balmy monsoon afternoon in
Kofkata, lying beside Didan, her frail palm in
mine, we explored it together.

‘.'Rutdllhzrs:rm{mthrn lasked,an-

i hesitation tomy ues-
tion. Her response was immediate, pierdng.

"People weren't consumed by desire and
desperation. They were not trying to fill
themselves up withall kinds of pleasures, re-
ligion and comparison; they cared about
eachother”

In that moment, 1 felt deeply sad. An
aching sense of loss, for semething I had
never evenvowned. Orhad 17 Inher tired but
kind eyes, I found those decades that | had-
't wimnessed myself She touched mycheek
then and explained that the only road to any
progressis to understand oneself completehy

"Because | understand myself, [ can un-
derstand you,”

If this is the foundation of true relation-
ships, can the foundation of a society be any
different? Can there be genuine freedom,

genuine independence, without this under-
standing? Or are we merely chasing shad-
‘owrs, canghtin the illusion that we are sepa-
rate? Amidst the somewhat sombre
introspections, same light cmerges, Her
grandfather, she tefls me, was a British sup-
parter, herfather a Congress Pany suppornier,
and his brother a Communist. When she
shares alittle about the frequent quarreks at
home bebween the three, her cheeky gling
clearly betrays that she thoroughly enjoyed
it. While she jumips from one story to an-
other, my mind marvels at the astonishing
diversity within just one home.

My Independence Day is the day | stop
and book at the sheer range that is India. The
number of different languages, the number
of different ways of speaking the same lan-
puage, the kinds and kinds of food, an ex-
pected lack of relatability between tao re-
gions, but the undeniable relatability that
comes  through nonetheless,. My
Independence Day is the day | want to stop
and look. Pause.

Imhndanryﬂ;atmmpmlus thlspaum
ithbec totranscend the division
and torecognise ourshared humanity It feels
shameful then, thar we who have in abun-
dance, grab at more while others continue
tolack,

She tells me when | ask her to describe
the first day of Independence, that it was an
indescribable collective celebration of joy.
“Like when India wins a cricket match?”

“Exactly!” she beams.

I am about to point out Vinesh Phogat's
recent trivmph, but she does it hersetf. How

My Independence Diay is the
day I'stop and look at the
sheer range that is India. The
number of different
languages, the number of
different ways of speaking
the same language, the kinds
and kinds of food, an
expected lack of relatabilivy
between two regions, but the
undeniable relatability

that comes through
nonetheless. My
Independence Day is

the day I want oo stop and
look. Pause.

C R Sasikumar

bewtldering that we still Falter in unity de-
spite countless moments of collective pride,

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Mew nations an the podium are also 2 reminder that the past quarter-century has
brought a historic decline in poverty and the rise of a “global middle clas

Improved econnmic appartunity allows mone young people a chanee to pursie

their athletse careers.

— THE WASHINGTON POST

An Opposition
with josh
In Parliament, it is on the front foot,

representing the pulse, energy
and diversity of India

BY DEREK ()" BRIEN

FHOMIS THE JOSH?" was the line made fa-
mious ina not-rmy-knd-of-flmwhich still
did well at the box office five years ago.
Mowy, ask any member of the Oppositionin
Parliament the same question. How's the
_josh? There is a distinct spring in the
steps of Members of Parliament from
Opposition parties, both in the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha
Since the results of Elections 2024,
Parliament has held two sessions. The first
one was for seven days, the second for 15
days. As an observer and participant, let
your columnist share five reasons which
kept the josh Quotient (JQ) of the
Dppns:tmm p!I'tIL"S high.
re

- Compa
the Bud,gct Sr.'sslon of 2008, when Dr
Manmohan Singh was elected for his sec-
ond term, to the just concluded Budget
Session where Narendra Modi (albeit
with support from his NDA allies) began
biis third term.

In 2009, the Howse ran for 33 days, in-
troducing 17, and passing cighe Bills.
Budpet Session 2024 ran for 22 days and
then adjourned ahead of schedule. Both

that
once the euphona fades. These fleeting -
periences of oneness are glimpses into our
truse nature —oerinl ness. What
would our country book like if we [ved each
daywiththe same sense of shared purpose?
Twonder.

My Independence Day is feeling part of
greater whole, like one team. It's achicving
personal success, yet knowing thatitbelongs
to all It's recognising that my accomplish-
menti ely receiving ofcount-
less ralented others, acknowiedging their un-
seen contributions.

}lsu\rrnmg appmathns mu time for tea,
lam e

eat Nt se

Ho abrupely ot short on Friday
afternoon, instead of Monday | That the
Hindenburg story broke on Saturday night
was purcly a coincidence! ). There were
some obvious signs of skittishness.
Fourteen Bills were introduced, onby three
wiere passed. The Union government: did
not agree to discussions on the working
of the Home Affairs Ministry and the
Defence Ministry, even though 15 parties
demanded that these bwo sensitive min-
istries get discussed.
Leader of the Opposition: For the first
time inadecade, there was a Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha. The “Salary and

but ry grandmr.lrh:r Imlcs ahittired. [seek
one kast piece of wisdom to carmy forward,

Her response again is immediate: “Know
yourself so decply that you €an care as pro-
Foundly for cthers s for yourself,”

Is this the essence of true freedom? To
know oneself so completely that love natu-
rally extends beyond the self? Is
Independence Day a renewal of cur com-
mitment to the Constitution? To choose

All es of Leaders of Opposition in
Parliament Act” of 1977 describes the
Leaderol Opposition as amember in either
House who belongs to a party in
Opposition  with  the “greatest
numerical stremgth™.

While the Act does not prescribe it, the
convention followed {&s prescribed by Lok
Sabha Speaker GV Mavalankar in 1956) is
that a party maust secure at beast 55 seats to
nominatea member for the post. While the

ingover judgement, and unity over division,
A owillingness to see ourselves in others and
them in us, A day of true frecdom,

And what is freedom, if not love?

The writer rof the Best

Actress oward in the Un Certmin Regard
segment of the Camnes Film Festival, 2024

Congress had 52 MPsin the 17th Lok Sabha,
this time with almost 100 MPs, the party
afficially Laid claim to the position.

Constitutionally and psychologically,
this really pumped up the INDIA alliance
in the House of the People. Rahul Gandhi
wpeld have been happy with the muns he
scored in his debut innings:

Opposition Firepower: Anather leader,

alsoin his 50s, sitting in the front row was
Alkhilesh Yadav. The former chief minister
and nmer MP from Kanmanj wias leading his
team of 37 MPs — up 32 seats from what
the Samajwadi Party had in the 17¢h Lok
Sabha, Also, turning on the heat was 36-
year-old National General Secretary of the
Trinamool Congress, Abhishek Banerjee.
Trinamook, too, had upped their numbsrs,
From 22 to 29, including 11 women MPs.

Rahul Gandhi's maiden speech as
Leader of Oppasition, with the theme of
Shiva and nom-vio) inly got
under the skin of the BIR: Yadav was in his
element, ing the gover ox-
amination paper leaks. Speaking on the
Burdget, Banerjec’s 45-minute speech and
interaction with the Lok Sabha Speaker
wenit viral for all the right reasons. Here was.
athree-time MP showing the Chair utmost
respect and wot firmly making his point —
wihy the objection to him speaking about
demonetisation that happened eight years
ago, when BJP MPs were allowed to talk
about Pandit Nehru and the Emergency
from decades ago?

Gandhi, Yadav and Banerjee, charged
with 164 MPs between the trio, wenza po-
tent foree on the fioor of Lok Sabha, The
three have contrasting styles of delivery,
but were high on comtent and political nu-
ance. A streng contingent of MPs from
Tamil Madu, Kerala, and members of the
Maharashtra Vikas Aghadiatso weighedin
on issues of national importance.

From Bengal to Tamil Mach, from Uttar
Pradesh to Maharashtra, the Opposition
was backed by the assuredness and guid-
ance of popular or former chief ministers
and by a genuine appeal among citizens
tired of local BJF/NOA governments. The
Opposition represented the pulse, enenmy
and diversity of India. The government
stond for jaded Delthi power brokers and
neo-Lutyens fat cats.

BJ"s Neww Parfiamentary Team: Even
though Marendra Modi decided to brazen
|I:cmt and not :I\angw: pu'ﬂn]nsnlmlms—

ing key ministrie

pensation did opt for a comparatively new
team to run Padiament. | P Madda was ap-
pointed Leader of the House in Rajya Sabha,
replacing Piyush Goyal weho won his Lok
Sabha seat. The seemingly more affable
Kiren Rijuju replaced Prathad Joshi as the
Minister of Parlamentary Affairs, First-
time MP L Murugan from Tamil Madu was
made the new Minister of State [ MoS) for
Parliamentary Affairs.

The Sonia Gandhi Effect: The five-
term Lok Sabha MP was making her de-
but in the Council of States. She chose not
tomake her maiden spoech in Rajya Sabha
or to intervene in the 22 days when
Farliament was in session, Even without
switching the msr_rnphnnﬂ on, her actions,

i and gestures invi the
26 Congress MPs. Her presence also had
a great unifying effect on the INDIA
parties. fosh

The writer is MP and leader, Allndia
Trimamaal Congress Parliomentary Party
{Rajye Sabhe ) Additional research

by Avashmon Dey

Framing the future

PM Maodi's I-Day speech underlined transformations and vision going forward

ABHINAV PRAKASH

historic ad

0N THE OCCASION of Independence Day, By providing direct access to welfare  you comnfic itious.and  duoce for giohal mzmmmmmmm

Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivereda  schemesand pd:&l:scma:sand throughthe mimlgnsansﬁcd ith in nextdecade, Inclia as aglobal i
1Fort, outlining  pasblic provision af {5 hased on ob- ‘-u:uimnﬁdmmumd m'bclnd‘]n dustrial and manufacturing hub,

aclear vision for India's future rooted inthe jective criteriaenabled by technologicalinno-  their abilities, thios and future, P Modi highlighted the critical issues

ideological core of the natbonalist movement
that inspired the country's freedom strsg-
ghe. His sprech emphasised the vision uén

vations like Dlm:t B«mcﬁrlensh:r M Modi

isone of the most outstanding achievements

self-reliant India, reflecting the
of avibrant and modern Bharat.

Ower the past decade, the BjP-led gov-
emment under PM Madi has been a trans-
formative force, :hal!r:ngmg thn puimca]
and economic struct s
dependence, The Prime Minister under-
scored how his government has shifted the
governance mindset from one of people's
reliance on the state to proactive govern-
ment outreach, guaranteeing basic neces-
sities for all citizens,

I India, access to state resources and
benefits has historically been mediated
through complex caste and political equa-
tions, with marginalised growps like Dalits
often reliant on local dominant caste leaders
OF parties to receive government benefits,
This dynamic created a politics of unfreedom
and perpetuated a new form of feudalism
withina demiocraticsystem. Theinadequate
provision of public goods such as healthcare
and education further entrenched this sys-
tem, as poditical leaders wsed their discre-
tionary power to benefit specific communi-
ties and vaters, This led to resentment and
rivalryamong different caste groups, fuelling

hasdisnug alitics of ratthe  of the Modi government since 2014, There is

gnsmmﬁ wﬂal:hhasl:rnpmw:rrdﬂtc a visible attitudinal shift, with [ndia now
I a.ndDa!J:- ing big, building big, and setting am-

hﬂ:rgm outof multidi Thee country has:

More importantly, it has also from socialist defy warels respect-

dtmcyhynzslnnng trust in the o ing wealth creators, Jjol creators,

cTaticpeoces: 1o exercise their ) ing a mew vocabulary of [POs,

potitical choices without fear of losing access
o welfare schemes. The government's focus
on universalising entitlements has signifi-
cantly undermined the old politics of caste
and commumnity, instilling a sense of confi-
dence in the democratic systerm,

wenture capital, and angel investors.

He also emphasised the infrastructural
revolution underway in India, from metro-
politan cities to remote border villages. The
new generation of physical and digitalinfra-
Structure promises wmhm the [ndian

P Modial

the ease of livingand

highlighted the T Economy
economic and governance-related reforms, opwtmuhcs evenin historically neglected
It isoften 1at his tenure h,

the most far-reaching and extensive eco-
nomic reforms ever undertaken inIndia, par-

Today, [ndia leads
ﬂmwtlrlc! in: puhl)c digital infrastructure, en-

ticularly the comprehensive measures an-
nounced after the Covid- 19 bockdown, which
were even more transformative than the

ial mclusm A0cess to guwm—

ment services, edy lities

om ascale unmatched in histong.
Thespl:nch was futuristic, focssing on

of the Uniform Civil Code and One Nation,
One Ebection. For too long, discriminatory
laws have persisted under the guise of “reli-
gious freedom”, and it is time they were
brought under democratic scruting. The vi-
brant demacracy of India has also evobved
into one revolving around frequent elections,
which hampers govenance regardbess of the
poliical party inpower at the state or Centre,
for ONOE, the |

for much-needed structural reform of the
palitical process,

The speechinvoked India’s civilisational
prowess, calling for & revival of the Nalanda
spirit while also imagining India's future 2a
space-faring nation. His speech is deeply
moted in the nationalist ideology, which en-
visions an economically dwcinpzd.smaliy
Jjust,, com-
bined with a deep commitment to buikding
amixdern India that preserves the best of its
history, culture, and tradmon while embrac-

1991 reforms. Unlike the ¢ Isions of
1941, these reforms were driven by comvic-
tion. Today, India's youth enjoy greater eoo-
nomic freedom. Indian enterprises operate
with fewer restrictions {mmarmairhws,m-
sulting in the Indian inga bright

spot on the glohal map dcspltc multiple
gbuhal L0 c shuLIm

i and economic oppor-
turities, including semiconductors, green
jobs, the Green Hydrogen Mission, climate
change, and environmental issues — critical
areas that may not yield immediate political
dividends but are essential for the country’s
future, His Inc

ing progress, offers

15 both inchesive and sustainable. Today, thc
Modi-led BJP stands as the torchbearer of this
vision for India, whose call for the youth to
enter politics will be transformative.

cominginternational benchmarks and lever-

The writer - professor at Bamgjas
Colege, Dethi University and national

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THE RIGHT CALL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
"Welcome step back’ {IE, August 15),
Before it is passed, the Broadcasting
Servioes(Regulation) Bill should have
been brought to the public platform
for a transparent and open consulta-
tion for unfuriing both positive and
negative elements of the Bill. A blan-
ket regulatory move towards a broad-
casting format would be unfair to up-
coming talent on the internet as well
as o users. The Bil, if it becamne a law,
could pose a threat to the freedom of
expression of Indians. its withdrawat
is asensible step.

55 Paul, Nodia

FOR REAL GROWTH

THIS REFERSTO the editorial, "A nation
of aspirants’, (IE, August 15), In 2022,
around 11.5 lakh candidates appeared
for UIPSC out of whichonky 933 cleared
th encam, placing the odds of qualifica-
ton (.08 peroent. I'hls isnot a“ment”

Om this day, 78 years ago, India's first
prime minister |awaharlal Mehr said
on India attaining freedom: “The
achievement we celebrate today 15 but
a step, an opening of opportunity, to
the greater trivmphs and achieve-
ments that await us. Are we brave
enough and wise enough to grasp this
oppartunity and accept the challenge
of the future?" These words are true
‘even today. India’s freedom from the
British is meaningless without a free-
dom that is characterised by social jus-
tice, equality and unity in diversity.
These were the promises made to the
people  while  fighting  to
overcome cofomndalism. India's progross
in the 21st ceniury depends upon fol-
lowing these values.

Sanjay Chopra, Mafli

BEYOND LIP SERVICE

THIS REFERS To the editonal, 'Keep so-
cial peace’{IE, August 14). Muhamimad
Wunus is aware of the urgent need to
restore peace in a country that other-

ssue; itisa lottery k oatas  wise
acareer, Kota Factory style “education”™

s merehy l:lmmlng out robots by the

million, Thi: fordevelop-  the Dhakesh

pinto anarchy due
tothe ongoang violent retribution and
persecution of minorities, His visit to

ing children and hinders their effort at
building a lifie that alkws them expres-
sion and real growtde,

Swarnava Mitra, Kolketa

FREEDOM'S PROMISE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Our free-
dom, our Constitution” (1E, August 15 ).

i Temiple and meet-
ings with Hindu representatives
shoudd be seen in the same light. Mere
appeals to stop vandalism is mot
enough. Assurances need to be fol-
lowed with action, even though bring-
ing to book the rioters might not be an
easy task. The government must be
SCEN a5 acting tough.

Vijal Pant, Hempur
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The re-imagined nation

Anti-colonial nationalism, PM's opening gambit in
[-Day speech, invoked diversity as basis of new nation

’IheIndian EXPRESS

wn Fousnen By w
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLYES US ALL

SPEECH, AND LISTENING

PM's Independence Day address calls for debate, sensitivity,
people’s participation —and frames NDW's challenge
NPRIME MINITER Narendra Modl's I-clay speech, ﬁu'ﬂwn:lr h|.1 third term, \-'Ilmll
Rlarat at 2047 wis the stated goalas well The

WorbDLy WISE
A GENUINE LEADER 18 NOT A SEARCHER FOR
CONSENSUS BUT A MOLDER OF CONSENSUS,
— MARTIN LUTHER KN, Jr

SANJAY SRIVA

THE MOST CRUCIAL task of 2 public speech
thatad

munity we call “the nation”, s a political one.
Ll Is not political Inlhc wary e thinke of the
politics. Itk po-

stage, and it was upto Indians, especially its young, imj for the

o big leap inte the future, to seize the mldmluau and its " sambhamnayen | pos-
sdbifities )", be sald. Of course, thi has ar capabil-
Iy, I ot mew. I(Ihp.\nnrmuluurrunlmn(hlsmmm‘i achbevements interms of
lapping into the people's anel aspl It ‘what he describes as

i ¥ ismand n:iulu!ul.'hut.ihu lawsivudde, Anelyet, there
\wle :umnlg-mﬂ:mdmnum teoty, i this I-Day speech.

Betwesen the lines, there was an ack that the NDW i

litdeal i as rrvich as (s an act of the imaging-
thon, How we imagine the world — our rela-
thanships with those with whom we miss
coexlst — is a deeply poitieal act sinsee [t has
consequences for the futures that become
awaiilable i us. However, there ane, to invoke
an idea made famous by the historlan
Bmdl;lmldamtlnﬁmntwiﬂ:muln-

tinet from the two that preceded it there was an admission, even if tentative, of the need
T thee coalition government farmed on June 4 tolisten, not just do. The “people” have
wrliten in, salcl the PM, onwhat a developed India at 100, Iooks like to them, For some, it
will b the world's skill c.lplul aslub.llmamdxluw huibs fie withers, and for seill others,
thecountry that b J or built capacit

arimpler i ancl built better citles, The P marked an even lig-
gershift in his upm:h It hen he of the lmg Tor a Undform Chil Code,
longwith the cither [ Cine Nation One Election, Agaln, the UCC ks an older

and longes B]P refrain, 1t was one of three “cons" ixaes that, for long, the BIP govemment

pushed on to the *Backburner™ when it was dependent onallies, Itls the only one, after the

Bulleling of Ram temple and abrogationed Asvicle 370, to remain unimplemented after the

P came hack with a decishe majority in 2014 Now, when the electoral verdicr of 2024

has again made the BIPdependent on its allies, 'M Mo spoke of the UCCance more, and
vve it the imprimatur of the Rod Fort setting, But there were thiee crucial differences.

One, e spole of the LICC ot anln le“i nalltwl Idealogical commitment, but as a

poned inthe C the Supreme Court, Twe, be called

rm wider debate In the country, And thiee, he said the cuunlw needs .1 "secular” eivil

wodv, as opposed to the curment * ™ coce which ls "discriminatory”. That the

©nekind of pal-
II:! ufnmmlwlm mnum uFlhullbn
10 present
lmdlrﬂnniﬁul are harmiful bo the pul.lllcarnd.
Anotheristospeak of diversity asa context of
learning to get along with others. The latter
wiew reflects the idea that it is neither neces-
sary nor nusulile to obliterate diversity

it asa harmiul

The ewwllaw ol the Prime Minister's
speech on the 78th Independence Day may
have been the idea of "Viksit Bharat”
{Deveboped bnlia) by 2047 and the ley imag-
Ined audience, the youth ol the country, but
the unelerlying tone reflected a partioular un-
derstanding of how one deals with a com-
il past aned present. lmagining national ke
as aseries of contradictions that must be flat-
temeclin order tostrive for a bettereconomic
Tuture is not realky a newe political strategy. 1t
Is, however, oo that itsell contradices the

el the poasibilities of natlon-

PM et thie necd to add the force of the C and the Court toa BJPf and
that he i |5 sdgm T, Hlllmtlimnﬂlmpurl.mt
15 hls se of the wund"wtﬂ.u“ = a8  desired outeome, After all, v BIP 5o far has used

hiaod as a cnmnwnl:y of maximised pubilic
welfare, The Prime Minister began his speech
wiitha reminder of the nationalist movement

“secular” s alabel and accusation, atermof mockery and derision, This -
ular", and the announcement af specch’s end thlqmm-fnrrwn: + ntent ta draft 1 Lukh
young people with ne family political connections into pelitics, o get “new ideas” in—
were the most resanant panuul’I’M Modi's1-Day speech, These are Bloeby to echo, as they
call for e 5 e the

sitivity)" he .ﬂwnn:mmdlo. That is his chalbenge the day after,

el wan-

RUMBLES IN RAKHINE

Sway of Arakan Army in Myanmar, intensifying
violence, are taking a high toll, are cause for concern
LEVSE T 2000 civill jut
community, were killed earlier this week in an arillery andl drone .uutknn
the country's Ralchine province, The survivors have blamed the Aralan Army,
the armied wing of the Rakhine Group, one of the main ethnbe outfits resising
My\almﬂ'lhtm.\d.lwrmlw fiow the atrocity, Th
Iy, offe mieel e However, byallacmunl!.uwmrdlvmm—
plcmﬂnmnhm\mnlsInImmdumnlwmhlllhrMlenwhﬁm
|nnnt||\.nllw!u:lu!ufthn]um....« e P llw.i\r.\leanamw
has replaced it The Rakds fit has,
villages, at beast three in th‘p.\il shx months, The last aMekh.ippcnrd while a Kehingya

miost of theim from M: r—

In the panl mml!ec.\dcs.cthrir .u'mcd groups have fought variously for independ-
ence, autanomy and federalism in Myanmar. In the country's Litest spell under military
rule, these groas have emerged as among the most serious challergens o the junt The
Aalan Arrmy has been steaclify carving out areas independent of te Tatmadaw, 1t claims
o speak for the entire Rakhine region, However, unlike some other opponentsof the mili-
tary regime, it view: i T irmy he rule of the gun, Inmore than
ane way, it coples the practices of the Tatmadaw, For instance, ke the military regime. the
Aalan armwy aned ied close ally, the Myanmar National Democratic Allanee (MOAA ), usea
umﬂdnalailul’[nu‘e.mdlrnntlwh— the pmnuw of citizenship, for instance — bo recruit
the Rahingya. in Apel, he Myanmar Asmy rep bt
down thc hormes of ﬂuddhlat Mmllm i’hrmrldcnt provoked another attack on the pre-
dominantly Muslim villages, ane again, the Arakan Arry dended responsibiliey,

The atest. spellulvhlﬁtumlmt thee Rohingya has triggered another wave of immigra-
tion ol this bel iy to Given the latest chuerm in india’s east-
ern neighbourhood, New Dethi should leeep a close watch on the developments in the
Ralkehine regiom. Both the Amlan Ay and thee MOAA have close links with China Especially
wirrying is the fact that large parts of the Kaladan Road Project, which aims tolink Kollata

aport in Rakdvine P
and Mizoram, are now under the Arakan an:mllmL Delhi masss keep afl diphomatic
aptions open b secure India’s inkerests in this ooubled region.

No 16

Never will India have a hockey player like Sreejesh. He opened
acountry's eyes to the unsung virtues of goalkeeping

PORTING I.LEFNDS ARE ot always made in academies, sometimes lhn' m n
aercl fae, PR Sreejesh, ane of the archit
lwlwland the team's second stralght Olymple bronze medal, traversed an un-

. Befiore him, hockey barely strucka chord in foathall-mad
Kerala, Sreejesh, froma f Tarmilly o farmers, himself had not played hockey wntil he joined a
Even after chelivertee him to hockey, he ool lkeeping because

Iww.n toc lazy tey run Laps arouned the ground in the maoming,

T ariel a half elecacis and 320 intermationsl games later, hie has retired as one of the
country's greatest hockey players. And in an ultimate hat-tip w the champlon, the Indian
hockey body also retired his jersey number, Neverwill India have aSregjesh or No 16, Before
hlmlndu like Brazilan foothall in their heyday, seldom h«herrd Iet alone revered, its

fl ds wer ly and vir-
Lo el | With Imimlnnmmmnaudmm-
manding compoasure, Iwupcuwd thee eyes of a country to the usung virtues of goalkeep-
Ing. Often, as in the Paris 2024 quarterfinal against Great Britain, when Inelia were down to
iﬂmcn Mwlnﬂln‘mu-mn resch of feopee, lendlrmdan.ﬂlun's hopes in !um.

m.wdmlngﬂw wigible :.mam reading hlsuppunm mindset — hewaamwall He
witsa rare blend — physical yet cenebral, ggluslwbtu nul .ﬂmanlIl: will be milssed on
e kel

alsoy remal i

that overthrew cobonial rule, It would be o
trayic mistake — a contradietion — o forget
that the moral underpinnings of anti-colo-
nialism lay in challenging the view that the
colonised deserved to lu-:u!cd bocwetpe

sell-rule, Anti- culonlalnnt!nnnlunn the

The explicit aspect of the
Prime Ministers speech on
the TBth [ndependence Day
may have been the idea of
‘Viksit Bharat (Developed
Inclia) by 2047 and the key
imagined audience, the
youth of the country, but the
uneledying tone reflected a
particular understanding of
bow ome deals with a
complex past and present.
Imagining national life as
series of contradictions that
mist be flactened in order to
strive for a better economic
future is not eeally s new
political serategy. [t is,
however, one that itself
contracices the imagination
of the possibilities of

wl as a commumnity

r‘mnr Mnnlswl‘ P i on At

of maxi

hmejecting the

1 public welfare,

tanguage of "contradictions” a5 a [ustifica-
thon for governance, It imvoked diversity as

that many Indian-origin persons now head

P prestige that thi

the hasis of post-colonial

oo Anclyet mw:lw

The idea of reform — of governance,
health systems, the financlal system, the li-
cence-permit system and much else — has
formed an important aspect of the laioger nar-
rative through which the current regime
seeles 1o differemtiate iesell fram the earlier
one. "Reform” asan econcmicas well as cul-
wral
lier decades of governance as 4 cesspit of
bethargy and stasis, Or, as the Prime Minister
pointed out this Independence Day, we sar-
lier liveed in a vime of "hota hai™{“that is just
o things are”) and “hamein mauka mila
hal, mauj kar o, jo hai usi se guzara lear lo”
[*be happy and make do with what you
have™). Under his watch, he went on to say,
this way of thinking had changed.

Almyost bn the same breath, however, he
also emphatically noted that “reforms are
blueprints for growth, not just for debate
clubs and intellectuals”, Debate and discus-
sinmas obstackes in the pathofachicving na-
tianal welfare was, in the speech, the most
striling way of imagining diversity of opin-
ton as contradictions, In his speech, the
Prime Minister seemed to Imply that “re-
Borm” ks stymied by “debate clubs™ and their
participants, And that there is a contracic-
thon between the natksnal interest and the
questioning af e we might define it The
Prime Minister chose to open his speech by
Imvakng the anti-codonial movement lnor-
der o dwell upon the "revolutionary” ca-
pacities of the Indian people. These, o ex-
tensed the logic of the anti-colonial
nationalism, lay in extending the pessibili-
tiew of debate = how we should be governed
as anation — rather than imagining "debate”
and “nationhood™ as contradictions,

| i st sl

hrouh the Langpuage of ictions that
st be resobved carries a funther rsk: How
should we think of nationalism in an age of
globalisation? The speech pobted o e et

in: Wedon't
on the world and are capabile of being " “wiorkd
Ieatbers™ across it ple domaing. The logic
of contradictions would lead us to ask
whether we can simultaneously bask in the
reflected gary of “glabal™ CEOs — wha mist
be skilful at operating in environments of
great diversity — anel also demanc a homa-
peneity of perspectives at home,

Popular nationalism in the first few
decades after Indepenwdence had a good grip
o Fiow 4 nation of sch eomplexities s bec-
ter viewed through the dea of diversity
rather than contradection. In the 1959 film
Dietd, a clnssroom lull of students questions
their teacher {Sunil Dutt] about his lessons,
You had taught us, they sing, that India s a
mm-lnrdnram'rlwd by a unigque and un-

Funity, But, thisy

puml out, everything seems so disjolnted:
Preogle follow different religions, are divided
inbo castes and have different ways of think-
ing. We can see nothing of what you have
toiled s, the students sing, There is no falsity
Invwehat | have told you, the teacher responds
Inverse: ifpmpleim iving in the same nation
don't speak the same language, this doesn't
imply disunity or hostility, Difference, he
then points cut, ks net the enemy of nation-
b, It is unfortunate that we don't hear
songs like these among the music that is
played nowadays during the celebration ol
national days. [Nwe did, perhaps those iden-
tified in the speech as nirashavadi tatvas
[maysayers] and agents of anarchy might
come to be seen, as in the Asha Bhosle and
Mehamumied Rafi song from Didi, as neces-
sary elements of fruitful diversity — rather
than harmiul contradictions — in national
lifie, That is.a political imagination too,

The writer is Bringh Acodermy Globel
Frafessorn, Department of Anthropelogy and
Sociology, S0AS University of London

A FINANCING CHALLENGE

Slowing deposit growth will have implications for bank lending, broader economy

SACHCHIDANAND SHUKLA

A RISING AND persistent gap between bank
depesits and credit growth has led to the
worst depasit crunch in twe decades, The cur-
renit aned savings sccounts (CASA) are hanks'
hread-and-butter sources of funding, These
are typlcally very low cost and currently ac-
count for 41 per cent of todal deposits as
agaimst 43 per cent last year Many would say
that this s not that abarming, Sowhy ls every-
one worried?

Core deposits provide a stable source of
Tunding to hanks, shielding them from fluc-
tuations in market rates, Anlhoc:lw depasit

The erstwhile ‘captive’

shre | Fthsetr assets,
banks face Inm.\ilng pressure on profits.
Aned i ar the same time, the maturities of
bank assets increase, it raises banky’ expo-
sure o interest rate risks, Inan environment
of “higher for longer” policy rates and a po-
tentiial rise in eneelit costs, there can be adell-
tienal pressure on the profits and Houidity of
the banking industry,

The megative effects of declining deposic
growth can extend beyond the hanking sec-
tor aned spill over into the broader economy.,
s bankes’ liguidiny risk increases, their abil-
Ity arwillingness o fund loan growth cande-
crease, As aresult, at a time when barks ane
hecoming mare sensithve to crecit risk and
tightening andl loan
wrm\drpuulmmranlsulhwlmmhr
ability of some bomowers to obtain funds or
can increase thelr cost of funding. As some
barrowers have few .|I|rmaliwuohanl: fi-
nancing,
profitable ivestments can .ldwrsely alfec
eeonemic activity.

Torces ane

I hold (HH) savers who
for decades put up with
nejgative real returns have
now tasted blood. Tn the last
30 years, inflation averaged
about 6.6 per cent in India
even as savings bank
deposits fetehed 345 per cent,
vielding negative returns

when adjusted for inflation.
Yet, savers faithfully parked
almost balf of their

financial savings into bank
deposits enabling high-
interest marging (as highas
4-4.5 prer cent for certain
banks). But savers are now
petting far superior returns
from almost every other
asset class,

the foundational construct al the h.\nlung

Iwﬂllﬂwlﬂhlﬂllimaﬂwl\mm (TE0S

sector, Rising cor e
wnc:’s'mddmuulatmnw :m;mr!hm
pped pressure

lamuhml:!.'!hnlﬂwhde'camlw house-
Fualel {HIH ) saveers whi for decacles pat up with
nejative read returns have now tasted blool,
Inl!lt‘h!l Mmr! inflation averaged about
G pee

| Tor fends by depos-
ors, Hence, wwill not be surprising d smalles
players also tend to allocate a smalber fraction
of their assers i boans than large banks.
Fourth, will last-mile Iel:dln:u be con-
strained as a result of the decline in deposit
urowtl\'i' The depasit crunch could Impact

wsll!lclthﬂ! 35 per cont,

_' Tl via NBFCs, microfinance

returns when adjusted for inflation, Yet,
savers faithiully |wh=d almost hallurtlwll
high-interest m.uullu [as hlgll a5 4-4.5 per
cent for certain banks ), But savers are now
getting far superior etums from almost every
other asset class. The trend could become
structural and throw up several issues that
need o he examined,

First, what will be the impact of declining
deposits on loan growth? This is a chicken-
anl-egy questbon: Do hanks seek new de-
posits because of serong underlying loan
growath? O cho they seck apportunities to lend
pruﬁrahhrluwumhm deposit hase goes up?

Empairical are (T,

smaller players as they

5. 5uch
:unmrnlnl.hrnuld bt consumption and in-
vestment activities,

Rastly, are all besan portfiokios affected tothe
same degree by skower deposit growth? So
far, the demand for funds is ot yet broad-
basesel, Rietall dermane! has rermiained mbist,
and industry hasn't yet felt the need to join
the fray i a big way due to comiortable prol-
tability and healthy debs-to-equity ratios,
However, i and when demand from indus-
try mewes beyond working capital or shor-

s, the d unch i

tential econamie activity,
Things could change — equity markets

Secand,ow Mpmdisthedmlm n
degaosit gromvth ? All bankes are f Tumdin
pressunes Including the biggest mam an
vate sector hanks as evidenced by their man-
agement commentaries and Arancial results,

Thire, is the erosion indeposits greater for
smaller intermediaries? Slnce smaller enti-
ties have fevwer adtermatives to deposits, they

b cod ol andd relative retums may tum
bcnmn N:l b.\nl! or the government coukd

Hmwwr wh-ll will not change 1 that banks'
ability to generate Income and manage costs
will be tested in newer ways, Banks need to
provide more competitive aliernatives to
saversand also manage costs. This is one more
reason for policymakens to double down on

Eypicatly fund a greater f Ftheirassets
through core and other depositsand refy less
on external funcs and other liabilities, The
greatera bank's rellance an depasits, the more

pening the bond markets,
Thve writer ts groap chief econamist, LY
Wiews ane personal

a!ku’dnrluxtw ] ﬂulrluwxlmxmmemﬂwnlae vdrluhrynulwr;wnnmlon

AUGUST 16, 1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

ARSON IN SRI LANKA

chared that bndia was keeping elose watchan
the developmentsin the lsland. In her rather

SEELAMKAN SOLDIERS were

the burning of 123 a.hapun Manmnar :nwn.
the' i

thed, abine®. Cabinet I

off-colowr Independ, Dy address to the
nation lroem the ramparts of the Red Fort, the
I'M pointed out that continwed violence in
deterioration in

di Alwls sald that residents who lost thelr
praperty during the rampage would receive
up tuﬁsﬁﬂ.nm in compensation,

PM O I-Day
THE PRIME MINISTER, Mry Indira Gandi,

llw situation b dia's neighlsourhondd,

AKALL DAL PROTEST

several twns, The Akalis shserved a black
day. Some Sikh teachers of Panjab University
went o the Independence day celebrations
b btack turbans and dupattas.

GOVERNOR RESIGNS

AP SHARMA has resigned from the olfice of
Governor of West Bengal. The resignation
was aceepted. Sharma told P that the ac-

TERRORISTS SET FIRE to sever

s in Jalanethar district codnciding with the

pfuu'sl call ﬂ!wnrlw the Akall Dal against
Army of

the
Tarnlln in Sri Lanka, and extended her “full
and heartfelt sympathy” tw them, She de-

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

here were reparts of the
.lppcamncc of Khalistan posters in some
phaces and Khalistan Nags belng hoisted in

ceptanceaf the k-
nicated to him from New Delhi, He said he
wottld file the nomination m{:vrs for ehee-
h he Ratya Sabha from BiFar in th

wacateel by Bhisma Narayan Singh, whowas
appointed Governor of Assam,
me




VIEWS

FRIDAY, 16 AUGUST 20024 1 3
NEW DELHI

MY ?

A\

A lenient capital gains tax regime
distorts our financialincentives

Relatively well-off taxpayers mustn’t grudge indevation removal as theyve had a privilege that regular income carners dont

T.C.A.
ts & visiting professos at Institute for Sudies in
Industrial Develepmment and formser chisf
satistician of India,

AMANT

hie pecent budget presented by the
Tinance ministor saw a sport of nebverss
commentary on the proposals rolating
o capinal gains transsctions, particn-
lardy with veference 1w the removal of
Indexation benedits, In respange, thi
government partbally restored the benefiistoa
segment of txpayers. However, as the FM has
promised re-visitng and simplifying the entire
structure of direct taxes, it is worth taking & closer
loask at thess isses,
Inedexation in copital gains was fiest introdced
I thz 14 2 Tuddget, when the FM then had
stated, The |JrM¢ 1t B L lmnmnl Inn;, Io:m
capital gal been eritic £
that the deduction sllowed Inmmumlmq( i
gains is not related to the period of time forwhich
theasset has been held, 1 does not tike dnto
nceount the infatlon that may have occurmed over
Hame. The Chelllab Commiiiee has suggested a sys-
tean o Indexation o take care of the probilem, and [
It Astion®

prop P

Bamed on this, the Income Tax Department
sturted producing a cost inflatdon index which has
Deeas sl to compiote long-term capdil gains
(LT, The only substantial chasge which
woccurred wasin 2007, when the base year for caleu-
Lt g this inebex wos changed from D& 1o 2000 Ax
[mrihn' Finanoe Bl af 1992, *'Cost ITnflation Index’

ssuch Indexas the Central Goy-
emmint may, having regard to seventy-five per
cont of average rise in the Consumer Price Index
ananl emnplovees for that year, by
nedification = O ckal G specify
I this behal ™ The Cy 3 Eeal Offce (0500
used wo prochuce the consumer price lndex (CPD for
urhian non-manusl ernployess i 2000, after
which it was replaced by CPI Urban,
fi e i mind s

-4, the budget remeved the tasation of
LTO0 o egqul Iy..mdimma:hrmw]m:wl th Seen-

Overcompensation for inflation
The mdexatian benafit beng lmited to
three-fourths of actual infiation was only
hanoured n the breach,

@ CiHinflation & CR-IW = CRiurbian
1

WUlsing this data, it is possibde wo further compate
the inflation expertence of different consumption
Uractiles, and dolng soshows thit the share of
Food anad b o the top L0
ofexpenditure clisses would actually be as bow as
27-24r% of thedr outgn. 1t s this tep 10% whe are
Tikedy tobe thie ones generuting the balk of non-eg-
ulty capital gains in the first place,

[ighlighting the changing share of food
expenditare s important because s signilicant pan
ofindia’s headline inflation measaire ison account
ol Foodd Inflatbon. in(\- the I pact of food inflation
o this class s el all, investors 1 k
mwnlm ancther soure t‘ﬂr[lﬂl-lll .

hoaftl a0 1) 14 has e
thiat the gnin Ln:uu-lprle z\L-xnull.Ide thisrefore
the remaval of indexation beefis I8 an anjuest
dmposition. This seems partieulirdy duplicitoos
because indexation should have been related to
inflaticn experienced by investing classes, rather
thin riding on the higher inflatdon experence of
soctions of soclet
Inflties affects all classes of taxpayers with varl-

nln.-. suunwﬁ alncome, This s on account of both

[Base ywarh Source: Authars compiation. TIECH poan:
AT SMAR NI
other ot b fenlly b
Infation.” Thus, cagital gnins were additions

privileged over all other sources of neome:
Tard

benefits. Thus. the recent r(-lmml.]ullndr.udm;

was primarily focused on capltal galns arlsing
Frorm noa-eoquity asets.

s i (! egregionus wl 1 Thiat
analy 5% oo veturns fled had any LTCG to report in
2022-23 {a similar proportion reported short-tenm

eapital gins), Though the statisties do not disag-

The panyin cost infla-
o i e nmlnrlsanmrhtmlh( FI-IW and
CPLUrban {the series of CP1-Urban actually con-
tains CPEUebin Moo Mamual E
after which CPLUrban was produced by the CSO0.
Itis elear from the graph that from 2000 cownerds,
the principle of having the inflstion indes capine
only 75% of the average rise in CP@inflation was
(i the words of Shakespears) o proctice “mon
hewsinr' d in the breach than the observance.” In
this context, nede that the Chelliah Cr h

i i Ll g s [ s [t B8
Jlkn']}' l.h‘l‘ (h ulk of these are on aceount of gains
Trom equity transactlons, Ths, policy s bed
Infuenced by a tiny community of vedatively high
Imcemmge L pay

Th I-.hur_nlluhhlnmmonhnpun it hecaise

(s inflation Jeacds to a rise inopomi-
lnlllm.nm 3||rlp||rs.|:.xp|ym. higher tax slnhs)
snd non-indexation of the deduetions available,
Privileging one category oirne leads 1o the dis-
tortion of incentlves s diversion ol resources
powards privileged earning sources, An ideal divect
tax system woubd eliminate such distortions.

MINT

Green power hasbeen losing
its battle to clean up hydrogen

Hyverogen production is proving difficudt to decarbonize cheaply

s & Bioomberg Opinlon columnist covering
climate change and energy,

! nothe ree o clean up indusery, clean

energy |5 slipping hehind fossil Tucls
¢ Thit's becanse we've pinned hopes on
the prospects of hydrogen, Intheory, the
universe's most abandant element could
beasort of climate sheleton ke

The promise of emisson-free hydrogenis
yet ta be fullilled BLOOMBEG

mm\-rludu tovthe suerface. Blue hydrogen
only. e s grey H2's conds
Y- "W\.hur I atill potentially attractive in

uearter of the world's carbon
commes Tt feem power stationsor vehicles,

5w want hing cleamer
lluu,qlw} without the eostof green,

bart out of industrial smaolk les I ane |5t the il inchestry, which
[ Il decnrbonize ol th il has far mowe money at present tosplashon
i It havedl latechnol- | R&DH I .

ngy s teansformotlonal & solar power,
wind irms ancl electric velicles,

1t's ot gedng o work with hydrogen as
weknow it, At present, kess i

Englneering worel s done and ste prepara-
iy s alread y underay for Arnmoo's firss
carbor-eapsre proyject, CEC Amdn Nasser
ditanl call last wesk, and the com-

ey 1O ton nes thist we use is"green.
hyelragen,” produced by splitting water
i byl roges and nxygen with electrivity,
T viast manjority i°grey hydrogen' made
From natural gas, ol orcoal, pumplng out
e velhumes of carbon in the process. The
opptimistic view has been that the cost of
waiter-splitting electrolyzers, and the choan
energy required o power them, will
dlecline s rapidly asweve seen with ot he
green technolksgies. Bt the reves ity
mImluppmma,—.md]nllle. e ol
gromil

puay 15 expecting torecelve bids from Jap-
anese and Korean buyers within months,
B lain the Anal stage of plann ing for a hlue
hydrogen hub innoheast Englamd, while
Shell has ssued contracts toengineers for
apraject in Cman.

Anpresent. hloe H2 books i be tiking the
lead. More than halfof green H2 expectod
o b b oot bonn by 2000500 s b e earliest
stage ol devebopment, scoording to Bloom-
hergMEF, so could easily get cancelled.
About half of the Blue supply has been

s, Bookat what's happened with costs.
Thee higgh inflatbon anc interess rtes of tee
st fow vears have heen chollenging for
penty of clean technobogies—bat wind.
solar, batteriesand EVshave resched a sl
fhebent seale that they've heen able fo ele

L
That's net the case with green hydogen,
Far frow falling from levels of aroumsd 53
poer kg to the LS government's tanget of $1

i riconstruction, compared
In I 5% ofthe green projects.

Bhse s better than grey, to be sure—buat
thegreen varkety of present looks kedts
harely going to seratch the surface of
exbsting demand, let alose fulfil its prom-
Iseofdecarbonizing a swathe of nddltional
sectos,

Fixing thatwon't be easy, Existing gov-
ernimient polieles ave focused on subsidics
For prescduice mulh(-l rh.m andating tht

prer g —a price st which it mighs be b
umdercart nutural grs—costsin the US huver
tonearly 25 perkg, according to
sty Last vear by the Hydrogen Counedl
unil MeEinsey. Eventhe generons incon-
tives in the US Inflatlon Reduction Act
aren'tsfficient tomake that competitive.
We've seen o similar picture inthe ELL

Further, & general compe froms high
expendinreclasses in oursoclety. Any index
refl ng average behaviour overstates thelr infla-
e experience. This, any form of infation lsd
ing shewled ideally be based on thedr inflation expe-
whenvce find less thon that of the avernge). It ks

the inflation index already whates th Matiy
experience of high th:(lﬂl']!ull.‘n.'hoklﬂ'nlh is
becawese CPLUrban hiasa 36.3% shave for expendi-
e o food and hu\w wenges (hased onth 11-12

The logie of limiting Indexation tw 75%
Pl s that the rax schedule applicable i

National 5 v As [ show in another artl-
el hl-.\\\suldnuw!w.&-khasp-lIhvz.ﬂ"z 2
Household Consumption Expenditure Survey,

t 1o nede that the principles enunciated in
thie Chelliah Coammuittes report on tax reform con-
e o b valid, and should be revisied keeping
lin miknd thee need for equitable trentment of differ-
ent incomesourees, An opportudty for this exlss
Brecanse of the FM's commitment 1o revisit g el
simplify the overall divect tax experience,

THEIR V

15 has attempred tosetap s Hydm-
gen Bank tobuild o grees supply chain
—hiat the first auctisn for the feility in
April resulted inwinning bics ol 36344 per
lggat lln irbowest. W saw i similarresult in

cheapest tender was more thon doabde the
periee of s made froam fossi] feels,
Bl Ol huassn't heen sirting still edther, An
aliernative way of reducing H2's climate
Footprint is weapture carbon diogdde and
pump i into depleted ol wells o drive

m:um i o L
1 (Inlhe', 1 kkek ol
thtlwnnmlhlnlmum)ﬂhc 20008, Trade
terisbons ray also be making project devel-
% Chinese-mnde elec-
trobyzers, which can be three-guariers
cheaper than bocally made versions—g
pertentially huge cost advantage that's
helng neglected. Interest rates need w
reset ot lower levelsto bring EEIRTTI TS
o, Al all, wavering ofTiclal supypsont

Thar'sadaunting ser| |i"{||f£||l| Ren-eing
presbdems, but oree that wescbved with solar
i, lighium batteries ancd EVs

There's no veason the some trick can't
apgaly o green hydrogen. Ifpolitical willls
‘hing, Big Ol sstnding ready tomove in
aned elean up. TALOOMBERG

Car ownership has plenty to reveal about the

agricultural househol ds, whos
n|.|u1|\'[|bmfn!l:u{amlmmﬂwlm'u} A
10T SOLree Iy 3.3% had cars. For those
earndng most of thelr lvellhood from the
Indusirul sector (inchuding manufacturing
.uujmn_umnusn] the I'Igmu'w.u{u
for b hiols i

economy

vears., Hut onee voungadults sequire hgher
aufucntion, regardless of 6 quality, workd

Inthe services sector s thedr natueal cholcs,
1 SRR 1 b i

vidhsal hasls are Hkely 1o be above the
i persaii] ineome tax threshold. Fam
Income, theugh, Is currently exempt from
this tas, Rich farmers akso Benefit from avar-
etyof agricultural subsidies and have access
o ik osnnn supgort prices that prop their
income. India should sort out issies of the

Haryana, P
In Karnatuka, anly 1% of service hastisi-
el buave s car, which suggeests s low share
of infotech and IT-related leis jobs in
the state’soverall pleofserviceemployment
and also greater income inequality,
There is higher variahility Incacmum-r

VIDYA MAHAMBARE & VIVEK JADHAY

- ¥
Ttassffer better pay and more opgeortuni-
e for sdvancement. Equally importantly,
employment services allows peaple o

o consumer durable |

(11

more powerfial marker of opward | bneome from services, bt by ks, the | ship. | wrnl b | determination smd reporting of ferm costs, Llup}w ||||dm.1m]|y lessstremnns work. Iris
mobdlity than ownership. Alr | mostamong the three brosd secti s.lues. J\mur\hanm'nmpnnumtd’a,,rrh ul grosa revenises and the met i Far bt b swite ! i II\L\m'_'H-r
concitioners, washing machines, etc. tend io According to the same survey vof | tural househobds own i car than o s, s bt therich e can be b “India Tl
be utility purchases, The car one owns, ln | Indian howseholds were agricaliueal and | houselolds, exceptin Punjaband Huryans, Caur ownership data could also uxplalll gowmd-gueality service pbs oo ene hamd and

around 1% industrial, while 53.5% wero ser-
wvice ouseholids, Also, 72% of all car owners
weneservice heaseholds, well above the sec-

coptrast, s ot just e nore pubsliely visible, Pungah isalso the only major state wherea
Larger proporion of sgricaliure household,

own u car than serviee

likely youth job preferences. In Indio, gross. | ratsing the average quality ofhigher sduca-
L Higgh | ;! tion om the other. Asan increasing supply of

gurhun.-s.aurjnlhm highly educated ywmng
i

18 Indicators of prosys: tor's share In total employvment. heuseholda. Every foirth EEn The govern- | f s Inafin's bal fot, the
are, respectively, professor of la-(-un lIJ('lLl“N['ﬂﬂlX!ll) house- 1n general, this pattern suggests higher | agricoloore household QUICK READ ucntion poticy md’r:n“t'ltﬂlu‘lhu!‘l'l]lg‘i‘l.! reducatio
econoimics and directan I :n]ml.l.l. g | Wcome levels in services than Inthe rest of | owns i car ln Punjab, alm:.mIm'n'.:w:tm.nh Further Inthe e of excess sipply,
[research)at Great Lakes thewell-of, hich | the Note that higher pay scales | while it kslessthan ome in In2022-23 6 T%othouseholds by 2005, Inthestateslike | bogical advancementssuch asartificiol intel-
Iresinwite of I § i} dfier ol frid- | also 'dk:wpmplo 1o l.ﬂu' e lisanss fos funed sL\'pn ummm service  ownedonecemorecarsinindia,  Tamil Nadu, it isabready | ligence (A1} ond swtomation would wlso

In Kerala,
every [fth ugricultural

nedr that level. o com-
parison, anly 30% of

and assistant professos of
ecanemies, nstitute of

uriveearnings and wealth. [ean alao be used
toumnaderstand diferences in income bevels

thelr  thestagh,

The survey does not allow ws to segregate

asestimated, witha vast majority
af them cwred by families

by of today s service jobs, Including
those n the infotech sector, redundant.

Management Tachnoloy. among people wirking n different sectorsof | cars parchased in people’s individual capae- | househaold has a car, In earning mast of their income 18- 24-year-plds in the U5 (mul.nn’h:n_k[m".l.r».auum wise i thelr
Ghariabad womy, andacross major Indian states, | iy but used for bisiness porpeses, such as | additon (o prosperous framservice-sector jobs were enrolled n eollege |« aswe goalong Sepend
I 20022-23, 6.7 of Indian housebolds | cabservices, orviee-a-versalearspurchased | farming sectors, these or graduate s:chnnl |n o o thie Income growthof Indian hose-

wwned one or more cars, aceording toour | onlk Tt For e 1] il 1 higrherremit- Mowonder indian youth seem 2022, All i bukds s with ch im enr prices
faur data from the H hold \monj;Imll.u.majurvah'f\.thlghm pro- | tanceinflows, which may sokeen on service jobs but in higher education do | and other howsehold exponses. The mte at
Consumpdion Expenditiine Surv Tl rthan | aid in the parchase of this rend could alsoresult in ot cemplete it In 2021 [ which corownership increases in Indialias
arbin Iudu!(ﬂ..ll lLlJIJhE!hﬂlk et in U«Iul].i. cars, 1T farming hiuse- a labour-market glut just 2s Al about 2% of students in | impdleations for teaffle in citdes

car ownership was 13,2%, The survey does
noit ask the number ofcars cwned. Among

Kerala, by far, s the leader, with amound 27%
olservice honseholds owning a car. Gujarat,

holds own cars, thelr
esarnulngzs even oo an indi-

emerges asa pob rival that's Beely
to depress earnings in this sector

Inclis completedak
lor's degree within

andl the adegpuacy ofrosd infrastiucture, We
shoubl keep track of these tremds.
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India’s rise will depend
on how safe women feel

The safiety of women at work is a matter of justice as much as @ must in owr quest for a more

productive workforee and sustainable growth. We need to trangform owr societal attitudes

andlelight vigils, rallics and pro-

tests took place in citiesacross

the country on Wednesday night

as people came out against the

brutal rape and murder of a

trainee doctorat Kolkata's RG
Kar \«Tedlc;l! College, Doctorsare pushing fora
healthcare workers' safety bill, meeting minis-
ters and policymakers. Last weeld's crime has
shaken people to the core, yet sexual violence is
aconstant worry in any woman's life anywhere
in the world, Women have to be hyper-vigilant
while walking on the street, waiting for a bus,
shopping in a marketplace or going to work. In
such asituation, it's not erime itself that deters
wiomen from going out to work. IUs the threat
af sexual violence,

Fertility rates are dropping and education
attainment has improved, vet India's female
labour-force participation remains amaong the
lowest inthe world—a puzele the country is
constantly try ingmsulvc Polic ymakcr\ tend to
focus on caregiving and child-rearing as the
reason, but rarely do they see high rates of
crime against women as a contributory factor,
In their 2021 paper, "Women, Violence and
Waork: Threat of Sexual Violence and Women's
Decision to Work,” Tanila Chakrabhorty and
Nafisa Lohawala make the case that women's
fear of violence is a reason for low female partic-
ipation: "For every additional crime per 1,000
wornen in adistrict, roughly 32 women are
deterred from joining the workforee,” Around
the world, studies have shown that sexual vio-
lence curtails the movement of women and
they often alter their lifestyle choices to stay
safe, India’s demographic dividend will not last
forever and our goal of raising per-capita output
requires us to tackle our workforce gender

skew. Ifit persists, we will be less productive
overall. Safety in the workplace, irrespective of
profession, is thus not just a matter of justice; it
is also a must for sustainable economic growth.

Sorme administrations have tried to address
these problems with special or free public
transpart facilities for women and stronger kaws
against gender violence, but thisisn't enough if
society at large believesa woman's place isin
the home, We also need to reform the vocabu-
lary used to discuss women in publicroles—
theyare rontinely referved to as ‘sister,daugh-
ter,'mother,’ and more recently, as a separate
‘caste.’ Such language perpetuates the notion
that women can only be viewed inre
men and detracts from their individuality,
While there has been a shift towards valui
educated women, thistolerance does not
always extend to accepting that wives, daugh-
tersand mothers can choose towork outside
the home, We allow’ women to get educational
degrees, but then control and curtail the way
they use their qualifications. Often, the shadow
of violence is used by families to deter women
from seeling paid employment. Should such
perceived threats remain a deterrent to women
keen on non-household jobs, over time, we
could find curselves back where we started.
Without earnings that al least defray the cost of
women's education, families lose the incentive
toinvest init. Deprived of financial independ-
ence, women have less bargaining power
within households, which deprives themof
inclusion in decision-making and leaves them
more susceptible to domestic violence. Families
are trying to raise independent women, but
male attitudes hive not changed sufficiently to
keep pace with social changes—which puts us
allin a dangerous position indeed.

Vv

GUEST VIEY

Artificial intelligence can play a
big role as an economic catalyst

1t more than just another technological breakthrough ax it could catalvse growth fike nothing else

SINDHU GANGADHARAN
is managing director of SAP Labs India
and vice-chalrpersan of Massoom.

& scape of diverse cultures and

socioeconomibe challenges, [n this ever-
evilving environment, avtificial intelll-
gence (AT has emenged as more than

Juast & technological breakthrough: it sa

catalyst reshaplng India's trajectory,

Generative Al GenAl) s poised to
slgnbficantly impact India's eoonomy.

Projes! tions suggest Itcould add a
cumilative §1.2
over the e se
strength asa tech-services provider,
GenAl alone could contribute about
SH00 billlon a vear o the economy.

Tnidin bosasts of high levels of ALskill

penatration, with thres times maore
Al-skilled talent than all sther coun-

sl world's Bargest democracy,
Indla navigates a comphes land-

rillion toour GDF
ars, Given [ndla's

Python and 501 dominate the Al land-
scape, with growing Lnportance hedng
placedon GitHuly, Py Toreh and Data-
hiricks. Notably, GenAl patent fmilies
Jnlm‘ll.l.lm!‘u!ant_vfca}mmr.:lrdJ:L

apyplic c and

samart cities, indie liu;.au.tl .mu,ln foeus

structure, which the government is
attempting to address throagh the
Matingul Supercompiting Missdor,
whichisfocused on creating high-
performance contputing capabilities.
Additienally, the country's Natkonal
Semiconductor Misslom seeks o

anurhan infrastm

emLul:Jlllsnndn-m'im our
proactiveapproach toleveraging GenAl
tol.u.ldo sociotal and tu:hnn]ngu..ll

il partieidardy in enb
urhan environments.

Recomizing the imporntance of
research and development (RED)
within the Al ecosystem, the Indian
government has announced the estal-
lishiment of three Centres of Excellence
{CaEs) in Al at key educational institu-
toms, with an allocation of T2 550 crore
bt £30.5 million) In the Union bod-
et for 2002425, These CoEsalm to
position India prominently onthe
global Al stage through foundational
amlmulﬂ(llﬁcl[imm research 'ul(l th
develoy Feore Aliech

Simdlarly. the National Al Misslen
aime to huild and support our Alecosys-
tem throagh a combination of public
expenditere and suppostive policles,
These include budgetary allocations,
enhancing instimtional capacity and
fostering R&LE A primary objective ista
astibilish Indigenous computing infra-

il stic expertise in
components todrive large-seale inno-
wvatson in the feld of AL

The government's strategy for Al
vomputing infrastrictre mirvors the
appeoach it has taken for the sembeon-
ducton misslon, ncentivizing private
sector involvement while enhancing
pathlic sector eapatilities through The
Centre for Developanent of Advan ced
Computing (C-DAC). The transforma-
tive potential of guantum compuieesin
noreberating Al development suggests
that the Natiomal Quantm Misslon
ate futire synergies with the

O thee regulatory fromt, the govern-
mient lsexpected o take s baloneed
approach to AL b5 seen Dn s recent
technodogy Inws, such as the new law on
data protection. Ballding an Alecosys-
e in Il requd res addressbng undogue
challenges, Including reglonal and lin-
puiisitle diversaty and sector-specific
needs, The developrment and
of this ecosystenn will depend on how
successfully the government, institg-
thons and firos are ahle to collabo

rbes. Orvier the past seven yesrs, India
hasseen a l4-fold inerease in individa-
als skilled in AL Despite this robast tal-
ent pipeline. we st continue o prior-
ithee skl develnpment seross muliiple
technologhes to fully realize our Deep-
Tech potential.

The demand for Altalent in Indiais
expected togrow by approsimately 1%
by 03T, while the market iiselfis pro-
Jected s expand by 25-35%, Thi g
representsa discrepancy that hig

QUICK READ

Generative Al could add mare
thar $1 trillion cumsatively to

India's ecanarmy aver the next

Seven years as government and
private-sectormitiatives wark
tevwards fulfilling its promise.

ights: Invcdia has an immense poal of

Tndia's Al market value is projec
b Massoom o reach 17 illion by 20027
Meanwhile, Indin is alveady recognized
i the world's fastest-growing major
veonomy and I remaing resilbent smid
global challenges. Envisloned to
boroamie the world's third-largest by
2027, with asplrations ofexpanding to
S26 trillion i the future, the country's
Journey will be ntertwined with the
ackoption of GenAl,

As Inglia gears wp 1o beoome one

an urgent need wo upekill existing talent AlskiBed talent but we must off thie lnrgest markets in the world,
and break the traditlonal linear growth continue focusing on developing Alapplications hold inmense potentlal
mcxded tied to revernse and full-time skiflts across diverse technologies o emhance enterprise growth and

equivalents,
Currently, skills In machine learning,

toenable the full realization
of our DeepTech potential,
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productivity, paving the way for trans-
Forrnative change.

IT!U&! a E!QU@!!_I

1IU's odd that men feel they

must protect women, gince

for the most part they must
be protected from men.

ABIGAIL SCOTT DUNIWAY

L -

The hullabaloo over who is making money from GenAl

JASPREET BINDRA

hieres Feas heon s bot of hufaksal oo Litely
aroumd & 'GenATbubble’ that's sadd to
hedeflating, primartly evoked by the
plummeting valuations of s hellwethers:
Nwvidia, Microsoft and other Blg Tech firms.

m-(ing[r.-mﬂwm liet tis hesk st the Genera-
ihve AL stack, orthe Layvers thit make up this
technology

Thi kmr-l:l layer of the stack (let's call it
Layer I} isformed by Al infmstructure, Infra
providers inchsde companies Ble Nyvidia and
AMD, which make the powerful graphics
processing units (GPUS), which in nurn make
the Large Linguage Models (LLMs) of
GenAl work. 1t also has companie o
TEMO, which build semiconductor chips

A

I'Jdll'l},, the artificial intelligence (Al tiger.

Microsoft and Geogle both dipped on :Imr

\\\{\ seemingly stellar sarmnings reports, and even
s & technclogy expan, authar
af "The Tech Whesperer', and a
Masters in Al and Ethécs from
Cambridge University,

the mdghty Nvldia lost hundreds ofhillions
of dollurs from the dicying high of s $3.2
triltion walwntion. Investors got unnerved
when companies Hke Microsoft and Google
eah 1 1o spperil ing g s of 500

that go into GPLs, and ASML, a maker of

Tech businesses 1o spend billions and
amaller stariups lke OpenAl to ally them-

The money reguire

i ereate theseisa
rifle dn comparisan, which

|has resulted in

i in OgsenAl, for instance, hut all
srun exclusively on the Awre chowd, so

selves with large compandes Hke Microsoft | b
s that they can get the funds reguired to
bulld these models. This Liver is the ane
wiorrying investors, bt also what is arguably
i Future.

e those models comprises
diwinpmunlp].nli:r]mwhlr‘h areused by

But ﬂ)uytuwmul‘!!(}'um(.amhnlmn!tlec-
tutal preo perty sty hedongs o LLM provid-
ers, and the LEM-maker could create such
apps of its own teo, The only competitive
achvantage in the Layer 4 market is how good
,‘ourimm‘la( s and how well you attract

licatinns on top of
nestled inlarge clouds like
/5, thisis the Jme-.lmonllha:

i

Azure and AWS,

Hetle money.

space-age machines that make these chips

This kvercan be seenas the shovel for the
Al gold rush, and it has made the maost
st of money so far. Nvidia's earnings
have grawn at an eye-popping rate every
cquarter, and TSMC and ASML have net anly
a»hum-'dbenpnllll | sigmificance. bat also

bs of money.

hillben every vear, with o disproponionate
amcwmnt earmarked for data centres and the
o infrastructure thatunderping AL The
Fact that they could net presentany immedi-
ate putlook of returns spoaked Investors,
legling to o mind market crash globally.
Beyand the investor community, it led

HN' Luiyer 2 abowe the infrastructurolbase
ks the model layer, the one grabblng all the
evehalls pight now, Thiscomprises Cpenal,
Anthrople, Google, Metnand odhers, compa-
nies which make the LLMs that

magical things for u. , Chande,
Llama, G -, abaverspouts
CHISIEITES IS

Bigg Tech firms maks to get
ot i of them,

Layer #istheapplica- mEEE
tinm laver, This s where QUICK READ
mnovation  nbounds,
with startups and big Big Tech stocks have taken
companies  huilding tumibles amid worries of big

their own focused
GenAl apps on top of

investments Baing into Genal
with little clarity over the path to
profitability. s money baing

15 HcL- Meta  made? There's noeasy answer.

wrm:u!apm.sm.hasllw
GenAl search app Per-
plexlty, sddvertlstng aid
Copy.al, presentation

The GenAlstack has multiple
layers that inciude firms which
make chips, processing units,
language models, apgs, etc,

v This Eayer s the future of
[.( nAL but currently eonsumes and males

Microsoft makes money irespective of
whether a customer buvs GenAl from
Opendl or Microsoft.

Thereare ! hiowiever,
stuek T have seen talkabout. There salaver
bebow the infra layer, call it Layer 0, and this
i thereal infrastrocinre that powers GenAL
This hs electricity generators, water pro-
viiders and data centre constructoss. The.

Mot GenAl stacksalso have acloud liver,

which runs across the
stack. Clouds are owned
by hyper-scalars—AWS
by Amazon, Azure hy
Microsoft and Coogle
Cloud—which subsume
anamny of the above layers.
The GPUs, LLMs, devel-
opment platforms and
applications power and
run o this
elond, and tf
resgransitile for the Hp-
smacking earningsof Big
Tech playvers. These are

ekeetricily needed to power dats-centre
behemaths will soon be mare than what a
Germany o Japan consumes, and the lirge.
utilities that make up this layer are riking
maoney intoo,

Finally, there Is a layer right at the top,
Layer 5, ofeonsulting und kiowledge firms,
which have jumped on the GenAl band-
wijson to b up thelr own eamings. BCG
estimates a fth of its revenues come from
GenAl-related work (or about $2.5 hillion)
and Accentureclims to v booked $2hil-
lewy of GenAlrevene As lirnge corporations
retonld and redesign thelr workforees and
crganiation, this Layer will grow.

Whether GenAl s making money ormof,
therefore, doesn't have a binery yes-or-no
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Clarion call for Viksit Bharat

Prime Minister Modi unfurls the national flag for the
11th time; shares his vision for "Viksit Bharat' by 2047

unfurled the national flag at the Red Fort for the 11th consecutive time. In an

0 n the 78th anniversary of India's independance, Prime Minister Narendra Maod|

august ceremony, Modi highlighted tha path towards a 'Viksit Bharat' (Developed
India) by 2047, calling for unity, resiiience, and dedication. Prime Minister Modi pald
rich tribute to the countiess freedom fighters and also reflected on the nation's achieva-
ments. Modi's speech set the tone for India's future, bullding on both the challanges
faced and the milestones achieved under his governmant. In his speach, Modi empha-
sized India's potential to become a developed nation by 2047, exactly 100 years
after gaining independence. “Today, we are 140 crore people, and if we resolve to
move in one direction, we can achieve a developed India by overcoming all obsta-
cles,” he sald. In his speech PM Modi acknowledged the growing concemns sur-
rounding natural disastars, which have affected multiple regions across India. From

address,

devastating landslides in Kerala to the widespread
flooding in Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and
Dedhd, the Prime Minister exprassad his sympathies
for the lives lost and the homes destroyed. India’s
rapid advancements in banking, space, and women
empowermeant featured prominently In Modi's

PM Modi highlighted reforms aimed at boosting the
economy and supporting farmers, the middle class,
and startups. Hailing the space achievements of the
country Modi said that there was a rise in space
startups and a keen interest in scientific temper after
India’s moon odyssey. PM Modi said he was proud

of women's empowerment, with over 10 crore woman joining seif-help groups across
the country. He compared the success of women entrepreneurs to that of India’s
global CEOs and announced that additional funds would be allocated to support these
groups. Looking back at a decade of infrastructure developmant, Modi detailed the
government's accomplishments in housing, stating that 4 crore homes had been
constructed, with 3 crore more on the way. His government's focus on the "pase
of llving" has been a cornerstone of Its policles, aimed al improving the quality of
life for India's citizans. Modi further stressed the need for ongoing reforms, partic-
ularly in the agricuftural sector, where natural farming practices are being promot-
ad. Overall it was a balanced and positiva speech with an emphasis on develop-
mant. As customary, the PM also numerated his govarnment's achisvements aibeit
with littie exaggeration. As PM Modi's 11th Independence Day speech ended, it was
clear that his vision for India was rooted in development, unity, and resilience. With
the goal of a "Viksit Bharat’ by 2047, the Prime Minister called on every Indian to
join In shaping the nation's future, overcoming challenges, and taking pride in its

achievements.

s Diry it Wasgsth Borcker, in Amiitsar

Give peace

a chance:

"The ultimate imperative

As wars escalate, the peace becomes ever more elusive. The memory of
numerous wars in the past urge us to reject the cycle of violence and hatred

iroshima and
Nagasaki, bath
bombed in August
1945, should have
been the ultimate
wakce-up call for the global com-
munity. Between 150,000 and
246,000 people, mostly civilians,
were killed in these two attacks,
This dark chapter of history
should have ht us the impor-
tance of peace, the consequences
of war, and the need to abandaon
violence. However, as we look
around the world today, it is chear
that the lessons from Hiroshima
have not been internalized by
everyone. Ongoing conflicts,
genocides, and the development
of deadlier weapons point to a
world that still grapples with the
same bsucs of violence, cruclty,
and distegard for hivman life.
In recent years, the world has wit-
nessed viokence in regions such as
Gaza, Cambodia, Bosni
Rwanda, Congo, Iraq, Syria,
Yemen, and Hangladesh. The
recurring bloodshed underscares
a disturbing tern: poditical,
ethriic, umF rrl.:lalglmu ?cnxinm
continue to ignite conflicts that
tear socicties apart, The situation
in Gz is @ prime example, with
the Isracli-Palestinian  conflict
seemingly unending, cansing
immiense suffering to civilians. In
Cambaodia, the haunting memao-
ries of the Khmer Rouge regime,
which resulted in the deaths of
neasly a quarter of the popalation,
still resonate, revealing the
extreme brutality that idealogical
fanaticiam can unleash.
Bosnins genocide during the
gt

have on innocent civilians,
particularly women and chil-
dren. Women are frequently
subjected to rape, Worture, and
trafficking in conflict zones.
Children grow UT srroanded
by vialence, with limited access
to education, food, diean water,
und healtheare. Infrastructure,
when destroyed, further ham-
pers humanitarian aid efforts,
worsening the ulready dire
situations in these regions.

In 1946, shortly after the
bombing of Hiroshima,
Mahatma Candhi express

his condemnation of the use of
atomic weapons, Writing in
*Harifan*, he called the bomb
“the most diabolical use of sci-
ence” and re 1 his belict

Yugoslav Wars and R
massacre of nearly a million peo-
ple highlight what happens when
cthnic hatred spirals oot of con-
trol. In the Congp, conflict over
natural resources fuels ongoing
violence, displacing and killing
countless individuals, The Middle
East remains another fashpoint,
where wars in Irag, Syria, and
Yermen have led o enarmous loss
of life and the displacement of
miltions, creating o refugee crisis
that stretches across the ﬁlht
These wars are not only killing
peaple but are also tearing apart
communities and familics, leay-
ing generations scarred by the
harrors of war.

One can hardly ovetdook the
harrowing effects these conflicts

in nonviobence. To Gandhi, the
atomic hamb symbalized not
just the destruction of a city,
but a moral failure of
humankind. His words contin-
ue to hold relevance today, as
he pointed out that vielence
cannot be countered with
more violence. Nonviodence,
he argued, was the only viable
path to peace, the only thing
that the bomb could not
destroy. Without adoptin
nonviolence, he warned,
humanity would be on a path
to suicide.

This warning feels more rele-
want than ever in today's workl.
As the Isracli-Palestinian con-
flict persists, the ongoing vie

THE ONGOING
VIOLENCE IN GAZA
ILLUSTRATES THE

lence in Gam illustrates the
dangerous cycle of hatred that
soems unbreakable. Yet, despine
the escalating nature of con-
flicts worldwide, the pursuit of
peace remains essential,
Achieving peace may seem like
adistant goal, but it is one that
Is necessary for the survival of
humanity, The horrors of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki must
serve as constant remincers of
the devastating potential of
human conflict and the
urFL‘m'y of finding peaceful
solutions to disputes.

DANGERDUS CYGLE ~But whatdoes it mean o pur-
OF HATRED THAT :::ch‘lﬁll.n&i‘u;suwl":m-lni:

RAJDEEF PATHAK

forefront, advocating for non-
vinlence and holding govern-
menis accountable, The power
of collective action has been
proven time and time agoin,
and nonviolent movements
have the potential o bring
about meaningful change in
wiiys that violence never can.
As we reflect on the 79%th
anniversary of the Hiroshima
und Nagusaki bombings, we
must renew our collective
commitment to peace. The
world cannod afford to repeat
the mistakes of the past. And
yet, with conflicts continuing
1o rise, it is clear that human-
ity has mot fully grasped the
lessons of history.

We must strive threlessly to
adidress the root causes of vio-
lence, promaote dislogue, and
work for the betterment of all

The pursuit of peace is not an

casy journcy, but it is a neces-
sary one. It requires the efforts
of individuals, communities,
and nations alike. As Mahatma
Gandhi warned, "Unless now
the world adopts nonviolence,
1t will spell certain suicide for

1" The time o act s
o, befiare we find ourselves

ment to diplomatic efforts
SEEMS i addlEﬁ!PIhL‘ underlying
UNBREAKABLE. YET, t‘_n.uu:! lJ|'. r:_:ul'ril:l.
wovernments and interna-
DESPITE THE  tional organizations must werk

together o create spaces for ople.

ESCALATING  ioguc nd negotiation, ey
NATURE OF International institutions, like
thie United Nagions, have o cru-
CONFLICTS  cial robe to play, but they must
beyond making declara-
WORLDWIDE, Fb?ms i}l‘l u.il-cundl.:%mnd can-
THE PURSUIT OF ference rooms. Heal change
comes from action, from a
PEACE REMAINS  genuine i in canflict
resolution, and from efforts on
ESSENTIAL  the ground to build peace,

Education and awirencss are
key components in fostering a
culture of peace, Civil society
organizations and grassroots
movements nwust be at the

repeating the tragedies of the
past ance more,
(The writer is progrmme
exectitive, Gundhi Seeeriti and
Darshin Sawmiti; viows
expressed are persoal |

("3ui1;]1TO THE EDITOR IS

Sustainable real estate: A

catalyst for economic growth

AMIT MAMGAIN

With growing investments in sustainable projects, India’s real estate
industry is poised to become a leader in global sustainability efforts

ustainable real estate
Sdcw:lupm:nl fircuses on
creating environmental-
by friendly, socially responsi-
bie, and economically viable
buildings and communities.
india's real estate sector con-
tributes significantly to ener-
E,T consumption and green-
se fas crmissicons, making
it critical area for innovation.
Mew technologies and mate-
rials, such as bamboo, recy-
ded wood, and eco-friendly
cement, are being used to
reduce construction’s emvi-
ronmental impact. Smart
home technologices are aluwo
h(‘il'lgll'lll.‘ﬁ:ll.t‘d into develop-
ments o help residents man-
g encrgy consumiption and
waste,
The Indian Green Building
Council reports that the bullt
cnvironment contributes
nearly 40% of global carbon
emissions, Sustainable build-
ings in India can result in sig-
nilicant energy, water, and
mnlnlcnunc;; Ej)hl ainl\-'l.ng;.
increasing developers’ prof-
|lnbi.'|ily.1£ncl’1ts umg:ln
a sustainability approacl
Sustainable real estate devel-
opment in India offers
numerous benefits that can
positively impact the econo-
oy, envisanment, and society,

include

These benefits
rechuced operating costs, high-

ef property value, access to

government incentives,
reduced carbon emissions,
conservation of natural
resources, improved air and
water gquality, and social ben-
elits. Economic  benefits

include rediced

resources, improved air and
water quality, and Improved
quality of life are those attrib-
utes that indirectly henefit the
country’s economy in the
long run,

Current sustainable real estate
scenarlo of IndiaSustainable
real estate development in
India is focusing on energy
efficiency, water conserva-
tion, and waste reduction.
Green roofs and walls are
becoming mare common,
insulate buildings, und reduce
heat island effects.
Additionally, efforts are bel
muade to make existing build-
ings mose sustiinahle through
retrofits and upgrades, with
government incemtives
encouraging these upgrades.
The Indian government has
Introduced lations and

exemplified by policies like
GRIHA, promotes eco-
friendly constiuction prac-
tices. While inahle build

DISAPPOINTING SHOW AT PARIS
Madam — Paris Olympics have left India
in disappaintment. Thee medal tally has
ne down and also without a singbe gold
%?an that of previouws Tokyo ohrmpics. The
five medal winners had shown a great
deal of professionalism and did it. That
Vinesh Phogat, the real fighter for justice
i sports world being disqualified on tech-
nical grounds at final bout stage is a great
dampener of spirit for sport lovers in
India. Anyway India have many lessons
to Jearn for Paris olympics. It can not aim
high without strengthening the ground,
There should be all out efforts to increase
its poal of world class players. 1t should
build the this brick by brick, by pood-

ings in Tler 1 cities are limit-
, the number of sustainable
buildings in Inda is increas-
ing, rnaﬁng them cheaper to
run and creating a better
working environment.
Endowed with immeasur-
able natural bounties, Goa is
cmerging as a centre stage of
green projects, attracting
investors and end consumen
from all parts of the country.
Cioa, Indin's west coast, Is
attracting real cstate investors
due 1o its sounning beaches,
rich cultural heritage, and
rowing infrastructure.
?ndl.n'ei sustainable real estate
ﬁtl\\pmml secton is expect-

costs due 1o the use of less
energy, water, and other
TESOLTCES.

Green buildings have higher
resade and rental values due to
better indoor air quality, nat-
wral light, and thermal com-
fort. Gawer nment incentives,
such as tax credits and rebutes,
can help developers reduce
comstruction costs and bonst
profits. On the other hand,
reduced carbon emissions,
conservation of natural

perience exponentiol

initiatives to promote sustain-
ability, such as the Green
Rating for Integrated Habitat
Agsessment (GRIHA) and
Leadership in Encrgy and
Environmental  Design
[LEED). Experts predict a
heightened focus on eco-
friendly features and green
technologies in 2024, lignin

with gl:ﬁaul environmental
concerns and changing con-
sumer preferences. The
industry’s sustainability push,

owth,

This growth is attributed to
the growing awareness and
demand for sustainable living
spaces. India's real esvate
industry has the potential 1o
lead in sustainable develop-
ment practices, thanks 1o
government initiatives and
increased awarencss among

developer and investors.
{The writer is the director
Yiugert Infra; views are
personal)

ing resources, going for world class sta-
dia, professional coaching and encourag-
ing youth towards sports. India shou
stand firm and periorm well before
claiming to conduct the Olymples in com-
ing decade.

DVG Sankara Rao | Visianagaram

BLAMINGG THE US
Madam— It is true, blaming the US (arti-
cle dt 14-8-24) for all the outcomes in
Bangladesh is too trivial. No doubt, the
1S, is the leader of all imperial forces in
the world and has its targets, strategy and
programme pertaining to, perhaps, every
nation. It indulges actively at an oppor-
tune time. Such opportune circumstances
are mostly erillnf]g;' the vulnerable coun-
wry. The fact that the US has its policy and
strategy related to containing China and
as o part of it it is actively searching for
islands to base it's forces is known to all
Bat the autocratic spproaches and sup-
pressing the dissenters have distanced the
peophe from her. The students’ agitation
against the arbitrary reservation policy
became a spark. It has been taken for
addvantage by many forces as known to all.
Autocracy is bound to lose any time any-
where. Addressing the real issues are wel-
come but chauvinism, autocracy, fescism
and dictatorship are ephemeral as record-
ed in the history,

G Rajmohan | Anastapur

Thaw in Indo-Maldivean relations

s Presidir Mohamad Muizu's as th
head of state fram Noverer 2023, 6d
avarything that could antagoress inclia.
Howavor, e was in attansdance dsrng the
swaring-n af Primg Mnistar Narandra Modi's

govnrnmant in June dnd aso bad o

thon project (o Maldaes dunng fes S day it
1o Male. By describng Maldives a8 “no ardirsry
naighbour”, Jatshankar s it o rall an fhe hiad
“Tha ministar was at paire in aglaining the long:
~atandineg frieshen betwnan the two nationg
By the same toknn, Muizzts was libeal in dupact-
Ing) Indis as “ore of Maldives' closest a%es and
Invaluatiln partners’. Tha prosidant was clear in
i caurkry

tians. Maldives s an inlagral part of India's
“Hivghhourhoed lint” policy and “wndia frst” pal-
oy ves is rit unknawn, i , Mirle
lanpans to ba one of New Delbes largest trade
partnars, Buijng's factpeints oo Maldhian sail is
the main cauge af heartburn for India.
Mewnrthuless, India's gonarosity towards Malivee

T : it &

it with the PAA. Blaw, Extarrial Aflairs Ministir
5 Jashankar has attemgled a damage control
wunroisa by handing a masshee watir and sania-

SC RELIEF FOR PATANJAL!

Madam — The Supreme Court has
closed contempt proceedings against
Patanjali after the company agreed 1o stop
kssiiing misleading advertisements and
claims shout its products. Ramdey and
Balkrishna, key figures in the company,
tendered an apology and took corrective
steps, which the court accepted. However,
the court lssued a stern warning, caution-

S

Al v &1l Wi Dilhi His Kb U tha Miomiae
i st by s tap basdarship.
Ganpathi Bhat | Akols

response to Patanjali's advertisements that
attacked allopathic medicine and made
unfounded c?ai.ms about curing certain
discases. On November 21, 2023, Ramdev
nd Batkrishna assired the court that they
wowild refrain from making "casual state-
maents claiming medicinal efficacy” or dis-
paraging any system of medicine. Despite
this, Ramdey held a press conference the
very next day, where he made further

ing that the case could be [ sim-
ilar violations occur in the future. The
court's warning emphasised the impor-
tance of staying vigilant regarding talse
advertising, 'This issue was also raised in
the Rajya Sabha, where concerns were
expressed about Ramdev's claims not
being based on scientific data. Notably,
Ramdev even claimed to cure neurolog-
scal diseases like Multiple Sclerosis, whicl
has no known cure in modern medical
sclence,

The contempt proceedings against
Patanjuli, Ramdev, and Balkrishna were
initiated by the Supreme Court following
a petition filed by the Indian Mcdicrﬁ
Associstion (IMA). The petition was in

ts, calling dies for blood
pressure "lies” spread by allopathy,
In response Lo these continued \riuyunionn.
the court isued a contempt notice to
Patanjali, Ramdev, and Balkrishna on
Febroary 27, 2024, accusing them of flout-
in]i'rn:vmmi orders and misleading the
public. The Supreme Court's actions,
prompted by the IMAS efforts, were seen
a5 a necessary step to protect public health,
Additionally, the court critic the
Uttarakhand government for failing to
take action against Patanjaki.
Yash Pal Ralhan | fulandhar
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INTEGRATE SPORTS
IN WORK ENVIRONMENT

Sports activities can create a positive
and dynamic work culture

SAKSHI SETHI

1 the conemparany work envifonment, whene siess, sederiary iHestyles

and high dernands are comman, incorporating sports activifies into

the workplace has becorme increasingly important. Beyond tradition-
ol wellness programs, sports offer unique banedits that can enhanca
employok well-being, boost productvity and foster & positive work cul-
ture. Ona of the most compelling redsons 1o Infraduce sports activities
In the workpliace (s thelr positive Impact on employee's physical and men-
tal heaith, Today, many modern jobs invalve long hours of sitting, lead-
Ing o Issuas such as obesty, problams
il disordars,
Reguiar participation in sports can counterset these efiects by promot-
Ing pivysical fitnass, imgroving posture and reducing the risk of chron-
| linesses. Moreover, Sports activities serve as a natural strass refiev-
o, Various studies and research on sports activitles in the workplace
have conglstently shown posiive impacts on employes weall-baing, pro-
duetivity, and overall organizational culture, The research also suppests
that physical activity raduces the risk of chronic disanses, such as cir-
diovastular disease and obesity, which g alien exacerbated by seden-
tary work emvironments, Engaging In physical exercise rolessey o
phing, which help alleviate stregs, aniaty and depression.
By providing ampoyees with opportunitias to particiats in sports, coem-
pankes too can contribule to a healthiar and more resiient workiorce,
leading o raduced absenteeism and ovarall morake. The ben-
elits of sports actvites In the workplace wdend far bayond Individual

Wl e T e et e

wiedl-biging to the overall succiss of the organtzation. A hesthy, engaged
and motivated worklorce is mons (ikely to contribute positvesy o the com-
pany's goals and objectives, Sports can enhance th company’s image,

mikirg it an ndractive place to work for polential employees and mprov-
Ing employes retention. Companies thal invest in sporls activities an
ikely o sae a more positve work envimnment,
Moreower, compinbes thal priortie amployee well-being through sports
and other wellness programs are likely to exparience reduced health-
cire aosts, lower lurmaver rates and higher levels of amployes salisfac-
tion, These factors contribute 1o @ mare positive wark envirnment, whens
employees feel valued and supported, There is no denying the fact that
sports serve as a unlfying force in sochety, bringing fogather Individu-
i from diverse backgrounds. Whedher at a local, national or global fevel,
sports events foster a sense of community and shared identity. For
Instance, national sports teams often serve as symbols of unity, bring-
Ing together oitizans across different regions, ethnickles and sockl class-
5 10 Suppart thelr country. Addiianally, sports can bridge cultural gaps
and promote international understanding and peace, 4s seen in evants
ke the Olympics,
They are a vital part of sockely that coniributes to physical health, char-
acter development, social Integration and economic growth. The role of
sports In shaping Individuals and communities cannot be overstated
As soclety continues 1o evolve, the significance of sports will likely grow
thareby oMering new opparfunites for lostedng unty, promoting heatih
and driving economic development. The need for sports activities in the
workplace s chear They offer a holisiic approach to employes wel-being
by promoting physical and mertal heath, fostering team bullding and
collaboration, boosting engagement, and mokivation and contributing o
overall organizational success. As companies continue 1o navigate the
challenges of the moderm waork gnvironment, Incorporating sports into
their weliness programs can provide significant banefits, leading o & heatth-
I, haappier and more productive worklorce. By investing in Sports activ-
Ities, organizations can creat 4 positive and dynamic wark culture that
supports both individual and collective success,

{The wrltar fs an solucalor; views expressed s personal)
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Natural regeneration for

reversing forest degradation

PROCYUT
BHATTACHARYA

A shift from plantation-focused efforts to natural regeneration offers a promising
solution to fight menace of forest degradation and reversing climate change

& a ‘nature-based solution)
shifiing our approach from
plantations 1o focus on natur
al regeneration s the way out
1o overcome forest degrada-
tion, A mult-prong serategy s required
for mare emphasis on reducing the dri
vers of dej nulen and restoring degrad
ed Torest Frlhdn. by strengthening partici
pat ur{ forest management, Strengthening
age-old practices of joint forest manage
ment [fl‘M?. covering activitles like
asslsted natural regeneration (ANR),
enrichment plantation, contour trench
Ing, native tree seed disseminmtion, soll,
andd improved water conservation prac
teen with peaples participation against
millions of hectares of new plantation
every year will enable ws to bear a sustain
able result. Forest Department make thelr
huge plantation targets for planting with-
In the forest areas, whereas, chvil society
organisation and Industries do their
plantation outside the forest areas,
Rarely do we seck suggestions from
commaon people of the are, oy o which
plants they like (choice of species) for
selection of species during plantation,
Mostly 1t 1s based on the avallability of
\d]'!linm in local nu les, Hence, we
achieve only aboul 55-60 % of success
(rate of wurvival) from these plamtation
drives. Also, generally, we do not give
proper care and uttentlon after planting
in such large areas.Natural regeneration
should be our ‘mantra’ for restoring nat
ural resllience and diveesity
ctation by supporting forest bio-diversi
ty. Supporting natural regencration v
much more economical, than ralsing new
plantations and the best steategy for
restaration and rehabilitation 1o control
forest degradution
There is an urgent need for expanding
research specklic conservatlon an
restoration techinbques and more funds are
1o be allotted 10 support natural regen
erntion In every siate. Poresis ase our nat
ural capital, providing o plethora of
ccosyalem services
Dreforestation and degradation of fanest
and tree resources are accelerating in
many parts of our country, due o our
developmental target, other anthro
pogenic reasons, and natural disasters,
Climate change Is further exacerbating
these challenges, and affecting mlm;s
resoureen, livelihood of people and pub
lie health, 1t Is the poorest section of the
society which s worst hit due to forest
degradation,
The recent incidents of heatwaves acros
North India or the ravaging foods in
Keralw, Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradenh are withess to the devantation
cuused by disturbing the ecosystem. The
lorest ecosystem bs the master control for
our mountain, river, grasslind and agri
cultural landscapes,  Indian foresty play
acritical role in carbon sequesteation, fix
Ing atmospheric CO2 through follage
cover and ucting ux carbon sinks. Indian
forests have 7,204 milllon tonnes of total
carbon stock, 10 achieve the carbon
sequestration targel under the Parly
Climate Convention, We need to gener
abe an additional 2.5 w3 hillion tonnes
of CO2 equivalents by 2030, which helps
mitigate climate change.India s the
woeld's 10th highest forest-covered coun
try. As per P51, the current forest cover
of India is A9 square kilomelres,
whic 21 v {lorest cover) and 2,91
% tree cover outside the forest area,

THE RECENT
INCIDENTS OF
HEATWAVES
ACROSS NORTH
INDIA OR THE
RAVAGING
FLOODS IN
KERALA,
UTTARAKHAND
AND HIMACHAL
PRADESH ARE
WITNESS TO THE
DEVASTATION
CAUSED BY
DISTURBING THE

ECOSYSTEM. THE

FOREST
ECOSYSTEM IS
THE MASTER
CONTROL FOR
OUR MOUNTAIN,
RIVER,
GRASSLAND AND
AGRICULTURAL
LANDSCAPES

Together 24.62 % of the country’s
r{-..;fruplm..n]-: and out of the
otal forest arca 23.75% in the
share of North Eastern states,

The per caplta forest cover Is less
than 0.29 ha which Is much
lower than the global .m:f.;tw 0.52
ha per person. Forests help reg-
ulate the local and reglonal ch
mate by Influencing temperature,
humidity, and precipitation pat-
Lerns,

The urban forest and vegetatlon
play @ rale in reducing the urban
eat Idand effect in cities Forestry

contributes signiflcantly to India’s
bio-economy, providing timber,
non-timber forest products

(NTFPs), and employment 1o
millisns of people, particulaely in
rural areas. The sector supports
livelihoods through activities ke

agroforestry, forest-based indus
triew, and ecotourlsm, and sus
tains mill praduction by supply

Ing free fodder for millivns of cat
tle
About 250 million people direct
ly depend on forest resources
for livelihood and income gener

ation, more than 100 million
penple live In and uround forests,
and 2 million jobs are created

annually because of forest (|¢‘r:n

dency, Parestry is recognised as a
sector that ]]\ln_vl o ponitive role in
poverty alleviation, eg, PVTGy
lpml:mlnrlr vulnerable Tribal

Giroups) are majorly dependent

on forests for their traditional
livellhood, Forests act as o ‘natur

al pharmacy! & rich source of
herhal plants that support health-
care lor a large section of rural

Ares,

Further, it in cruclal for tradition
al medicine syntems llke
Ayurveda, Natural forests m{pply
e than 60% of plant-based raw

materials for about 80040 herbal
pharmaceutical companies across
the country.Currently, there i a
very low capacity for natural for

st regeneration, with only 810
% good regeneration, 18-25%
lulr regeneration, and 42 % poor
tegencration. 33% forest docs not
have any tree regeneration at all,
which needs wrgent attention
from MoEF & GO The average
bislogical productivity of Indian
Torests has fallen below the glob

al average.

Thin is majorly due 1o severe biot
le pressure In the form of over
vaxing, frewood and fodder col
ection and Wliclt Telling, forest
fire, invasion of weeds, climate
vulnerability and pressure on
land diversion for development
purposes. Most NTEP-ylelding
species of natural forest of the
whole central Indian landscape
(Mudhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
iddisha, Andhra Pradesh,
Telungann  an purt ol
Maharashtra) are very low due 1o
wover-harvesting, premature har
vesting and uluhr;lllh{ practices
ol fruita, bark, gum and resin har
vesting, us unsustainable harvest

Ing practices,

I'e National Forest Policy 1988
envinages that 33% of the geo
wraphical area should be under
lorest and tree cover, and we are
far from achleving the target,
Most natural forests have a lim
Ited number of plus trees which
are potential weed-producing
treen. The quality of the countrys
foreat in terms of average produc
Livity, per cuplia avallability, grow
Ing stock, and forest composition
and diversity has declined in the
Jant three decades,

Ty pestore econystem resilience
and increase the forest cover in

the country, alforestation and
tree plantation activitles have
been given high priority but the
Implernentation result is far below
the target, o achieve an addition-
al 5 million ha of forest and non
tovest land plantation in the Green
Indin Misslon (GIM),
Every year during ralny season all
I8 wtatesand 8 unfon territories
of Indin make a reasonable effort
towards afforestation activitles
under varlous programs and
schemes of line departments
such s the National
Compeniatory Alforestation
E'llln.r {CAMPA), Mahatma
Gandhi  National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme,
Natlonal Bamboo Mission, Sub
Misslon on Agredorestry, National
Adforestation Programme {NAP),
Green Indla Misslon, ete, alm to
Increase (orest cover, restore
degraded lands, and promote
sustainable forest management
and take actionable steps towards
responding to climate change
Furthermare, lnvestments in cli
mate acaptations by implement-
Ing nature-based solutions will
reduce the frequency and occur-
rence of n.\lllru‘l dikasters and sta
bilize the ecosystem services that
are provided by forents,
There v an urgent need to
strengthen forest lund and
resource rghts for women and
marginalised groups. Lastly, need
to strengthen training, skills
development resource manage
ment and transparent enviran
mental monitoring in forest areas
lor the regeneration of forestry.
{The writer is professar of
Fenlagy ¢+ Natural Resources
Maragestent, Urifiersity Schiool
iviratment Managemeri,
GAIPLY views are personal)

Substance abuse crisis threatens the future of Uttarakhand youth
Once confined to older adults, drug addiction is now entangling school-aged children, causing alarm and fear among families

he tranguil village of
Gianigaon, nesiled
winong the Himalayan

mountaing of Utturakhand,
is fncing o growing menace
that threatens its future—
substance abuse among ity
youth,

This lwsue, once limited to
older individualy, has begun
to trap even the youngest
members of the community,
leading 1o a wave of fear and
concern among residents.
“In my school, some boys
often come after using
drugs, They even bring suby
wtarscen 1o share with athers,”
NT: Anlta {name ..'hunfnl.'l\
i | 7-year-ald student from
Ganigaon, “When teachers
try 1o counsel them, they
don't listens and some
even threaten them. This
behuvior s not only disrupt-

HHAWANA RAWAL

ing their education but alka
Instilling fear among the
i;.lrln. whose parents are now
esitant o send them
schonl.”

Anbta's story Is not an lsolat
ed case, Ganigaon, located
54 km from Bageshwar din
ket and 32 km from Garur
bilock, i a picturesque village
with a population of approx
Jmately 1,746 people.
However, the beauty of the
landscape belies the growing

darkness within the commu
nity, Substance abuse, which
haw already taken hold of

ents, alfecting
education  and
futwres. Devaki  (name
changed), 0 44-year-old res-
ident, echoes these concerns:
"We send our boys to school
hoping theyll study and
build a better future, But
Instead, they are ruining
thelr lives with drugs.

This behwvior ks also distarb
Ing the peace ut home. 17 this
continues, how will they
study? How will they find
employiment?”

The impact of this growing
trend is felt deeply within
the families of Ganlgaon.
Malti Devi (name changed),
55, shares how this vice has

trlm‘ﬂ' her family; "My hus
and wwed 1o come home
intoxicated, creating i tense
environment. Now, my sons
have plcked up the same
Inabit, They skip school and
engage in substance abuse,
Diespite my efforts to coun
sel them, they continue
down this dangerous path,
even resorting 1o stealin
maney from home to Iccﬁ
thelr addiction, U'm at a loss
about how 1o save them)
The village head, Hema
Devi, expresses her alarm
over  the  sitwation:

“Substance sbuse is increas
ing rapidly in our vlllurr.
People are selling cannabiy
an

I!!iIHIl* homemade
,, which is alfecting
ane's health, but they
won't stap.

Mow, even children are

falling prey vo this, 1t's lead

ing 1o more violence, with
women bearing the brunt of
it, Men spend all thelr
maoney on alcohol, forcing

women o work in othess'
fields to make up for the
financiul shortfall”
Recognising the severity of
the problem, Hema Devi

mentlons that the panchay
at ks working on | hing a

dfllj: free by 2025,
Al the ad rative level,

campilgn o combit b
stunce abuse. Social worker
emphusines
he situation:
“The rise of substance abuise
in the village is o dangerous
trend. What started with
the elderly has now spread 1o
the youth and even school
aged children

We need a comprehensive
campalgn 1o tackle this lssue,
n't just be the
ity ol the gov-
ernment, The elders in the
village need o lead by exam
ple and ghve up this vice so
that the r unger generation
can break free from it grip.”
The Uttarakhand govern
ment, recognizing the grow
Ing tssue, hay launched a
campalgn to make the state

efforts are belng made to
curb the wpread of this men
ace. Between 2019 and 2023,
aver |19 kilograms of charas
were seized in BY cases in
Bageshwar district alone,
alonpside 58 cases of nmack
trafficking.
These figures show the
adminlstration's commit-
ment Lo tackling the Issue,
but s\mlulif must also take
renponaibility, Only lhrnuilh
a combined effort can the
future of Uttarakhand's
rmllh be safeguarded, and
he state be freed from the
clitehes of thin growing evil,
{"The wrlter i a student of
Class 108 from Ganigaen
Villape, Bageshwar, View:

W

expressed are personal,
Charkha Features)




The Tipping Point

In a world where capital doesn't vote but labour does, neglect is perilous, as
exemplified by the last ten years of Hasina's government. As the forces of populism
surge, it is clear that the social and political consequences of unemployment, norn-
employment, and underemployment are no longer theoretical - they are here,
demanding attention. However, in a world where governments and capitalists tout
the myth of a jobless market, the facade of opportunity crumbles under scrutiny.
They blame the lack of employment on mismatched skills, traditional education
systems and inadequate conditions, while the free market, in its vaunted glory, fails
to provide security, basic needs, or a semblance of work-life balance

TheStatesman
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Inflation eases
¥ oper cent has

nellia ly retall Inflatlon rate of

reached a Ove-year low, sign uJIInﬁ, o pusitive shift

far the economy, This decline, largely due to a
decreasa in foodinlation and o Favourable base effect,
his exceeded expeciations and brought rellef 1o con-
surmers and policy makers alike, Howe neath this
optimistic headlne e challe nges that require c al
attention and sirategic planning Food inflation, o
mujor component of India's consumer price index, has
been o slgnilicant Factor in the overall infation In
July, food prices rose by 5,42 per cent, o notable redoc-
tion Fromm 9,56 por cent i June, Vegetable pelees, which
saw an increase of G683 per cent compared 1o a stag-
gering 29,52 per cont n the previous month, have been
particularly infuential, Stailacdy, the infladon races for
vereils also sew a reduction, contributing o the overall
decrease in food inflation. This easing of infation has
come at a crucial time for the Indlan economy, which
luas bBeen grappling with Illyh inflatbon rates that have
pul pressure on consumuers’ purchasing power and the
Reserve Bank of India's mone tary policy, Despite these
posithve develo pmenis, the path abead 18 noi without
Cchallenges, While the overall food inflaton vawe has
dieclined, vegetable prices hisve gone up, IF not at the
samo rate as in the previous month, which s scarce
consolation to the consumer, The momentum of high
preices i certaln categorles, such as pulses, remaing o
concern, This indbcates that the problem of Tood Infla-
thon s far feom resolved and requires continsed vigl-
lance and policy intervention. The uneven distribution
of the monsoon, which s critleal For Indla's agricultural
outpul, adds another liyer of uncertainty o the oul-
look, Moreover, the core Lnflation rate, which excludes
virlatile food and energy prices, has remadned relatively
stable, hovering around 3 Fur cernt, While this is a pos-
ithve sign, it also suggests that the undedying inflation-
ary pressures inthe economy arestll present. The RBl's
erapgiig 4.4 per cont (o the
July-September guarter and 4.7 per cent in the Octo-
ber-December quarter indicate that the central bank
expects Inflationary pressures Lo persist in the noar
Lerm,

To address these challenges, policymakers must
adopta mulll-[:rnngcn] approsch, On the supply side,
efMorts should be made to Improve the elffclency and
productivity of the agricultueal sceusr, whichis heavily
dependenton the monsoon, This includes investng in
Infrastrocture, technology, and irdgation facilithes o
tedisce the vilberability of the agricul hiral sector o
woit her-rolited shocks, On the demand side, measures
should be taken to increase the purchasing power of
consumaers and boost economle growth, which will
help to stabilise prices and roduce inflationarcy pres-
sures, The RBLand the government must contine o
work together to address these challenges and ensure
that inflation remaing under control, while also pro-
muting cconomie growth and stabiivy, This will recuiee
a balanced and coord inated uppmm'h Uit takes loto
necount the comples Interplay of varlous Biciors affect-
ing the Indian economy,

Currency Grip
b Ikl seent behaviour, hovering [ust
I shy of B4 a 4 been a focal point n’fdl.ﬂ-
cussion in Ainancial circles, On Tuesday, the cur-
rency closed at 85497, marginally above bis previous all-
time low of 839725, thanks to the Reserve Bank of
India's (RBI) tmely intervention, This move under-
scores the RBEs commitment to malntaining the
rupee's value within o manageable range, proventlng
it from sliding into uncharted wereltory, The central
bvank's strategy of selllog dollaes via state -run banks at
critleal functires bis provided o buffer against micke )
forces that might otherwise push the cupee o break
the psychological barrier of 84, Such interventions,
while effective in the short term, ralse g uestions about
the sustalnsbility of this approach os o long-term cur-
rency managemoent steategy, The tdming of the [nter-
ventlon colncides with global economic uncertalntles,
particularly around the US Federal Reserve's upeoming
decisions on Interest rates and inflation control meas-
wres, With US retadl inflation data expected soon, any
Indicatlons of infationary pressure could inluence the
Fud's policy trajectory, impacting the dollar's strongth
against global currencies. In this context, the Iilil'-c
wetieens i o be o caleuliaied move to Forestall
drastle [Il.h Ill thee piapee’s value, which could have t‘||!|!||:
effects on the Indian economy, Including Increased
costs of imports and a potential ebse o nflaton, How-
ever, this strategy I8 not without risks. The RBI'S Fre-
quent interventions might be seen as a lack of confi-
dence in the market's ability to self-correct, which
could lead to a reliance on the central bank's sctions
For stbility. Moreover, such Interventions eome ot the
cost of depleting foreign exchange reserves, whic
not managed prodently, could leave the economy v
nerible (o exiermal shocks,

On o broader scale, the situation highlights the
challenges ficed by emerglng markel cconombes in bal-
ancing domestic economic stability with the pre
ol globsal Tins | tmarkets, The rupee's mow
uguinst the dollar is not justa rellection of Endia
momie health bt alse o barometer of global nvesor
sentiment. With the Federal Reserve's policles influ-
encingglobal caplul Dows, emerglng misckets ke ndia
wre often at the recelving end of abrupt currency Fluc-
tuatlons, The RBI's cautlous approsch ls understiand-
ahle, given the potential implications of o sharply weak-
ened rupee. A decline below the 84 a dollar mack could
trigger o negative feedback loop, impacting invesior
conlldence and leading to capltal outllows, By [nter-
venlng in the currency market, the RBLalms to provide
astable environment for economic growthand nvest-
ment, Looking ahead, the key question Is whether the
RBI can maintain this delicate balance in the fee of
on-going global cconomie uncertalntes. A shift to some
orderly dollor wenkness could provide a reprieve for
the rupes and other emerging markel carrencies, How-
the road o hoan outcome I8 fraught with chal-
leenges, and the RBEs abllty to novigate these will be
crucial in determining the rupee's LEajectory,

tutime when the pulse
of collective action
seeins faint, Bangladesh
prgges ke o phoeniy
ahblnze with a fervour that has
captured the workd™s attention.
The spectanck of milllons, hand
in hand, defylng the adds, s
e thin just adpphe; 10 a tidal
wivet crashingagainst the shoes
ol oomplacentcy. Inan ag whim
even the wind strugghes to gather
ten voloes in protest, this spon-
taneous eruption s no mes ac
cldent, nar the product of shad-
owy consplracles, s the roar of
a peaple, teirheans heavy with
coenturkes of grisanee, thelrsplie
its allame with clghteous fndlg-
nathon. Yer, amid this uprising
darker forces hawe reared thelr
heads - the desecration of tem-
ples, the plight o the minorties,
he bitter looting neldents oe
The soll of Bangladesh has boen
stirmed, and from it springs bath
roc b and venorm The guestion
thut now hangs in the afr, ke a
stormm cloud eady o burst who
will be the divine fgume todrink
the venam and dispense the nec-
tan? I the heart of this tunmaoll,
perhaps the answer les with
Maohammed Yunus, the Nabel
Lauireate, o fgure whao might just
B the harbinger of a new dawn,
Hut the gquestion wmalns, ho?

The recent upheaval in Ban-
gladesh, sparked by demiands to
abalish the reservatlon policy,
expsis a deeper more perasie
muilidse: the gnawing paln of un-
employment amid rmmpnt oo
uption, This movement, while
sppmingly sudden, is u symptom
ol o bmader global erisis - one
mooted in the chasm of the 21st
weniury’sdunl economies. In this
technology-driven, post-indus-
il workd, unemployment and
undherenaplo yment ane not mere

Inconenlences but existentlal
threats, exacethated by the relen-
tess muarch of gobalization and
nep-liberalism, This era's dou-
hle-edigied sword o ffers glittering
ndvanees for the dite while mele-
wating the masses w an ever-
deepening ahyss of poverty,

As artifictal intelligence ad
michings dove productivity to
new heights, human labour is
wast aside, leaving i stirk divic
the apulent few Tucuriate inex-
wess, while the destitute gmpphe
with the baest essentials, Oxf-
am's revelatlonsofstaggering in-
wquality - where the wealth ol
the tap fve individuals doubles
aven as the poorest 60 percent
Bose o = puints o grim port-
mlf afaworkl when: usury and

deprivation exist side by side, a
cruel testamient to the filures of
aur curment economic paradig:
s Inthe labyrinth of this con-
tury, where the promise of ghob-
allzathon gleamed like o beacon,
policymakers altered, blind to
thie lesstns of history, This mis-
caleulation hirthed abrutal fom
il turboc apltalisom, dividing soci-
ety it winners and Rargotien
solls As this new economy sour-
e, those lncking the requisite
skills and educathon wene welegat-
ed 1o the shadows, trapped In
whwi e gy, bonw-wage sedbors, for-
siken by the very syalems med-
1k o sup ot them,
In the relentless
st of econom-
¢ growth, policy-
makers saerificed
social protection
an the altaraf high-
eSS LU L0 N0 -
s, The result? A
fragile  society
whire the galns nI
globalization and
demgulation enrie-
hed the few, while
the many al the
hattom hore the
bt alinequality,
As mental and
physical well-belng eroded, dis-
lsbonment grew, theatening o
unravel the democratic fabric
i hallow out the middle dlass,
leaving a fractured and unsiabke
arder o fis wake in Bangludesh,
Inthe unforghing ladscape
af trbocapi talis m, the brpaor-
ance of stable smployment his
never heen elearer = nor mare
tradcally overhoked specifically
In the reign of Shelkh Hasina.
Here, the Covid- 1% pandemic
lndd bame the fagility of an econ-
army that priotzed profies, G,
and market efficimey o hasic
buman needs, Farfromanineu-
shve system, 1 eft manyscmmbl-
ing for survivil ina workd with
seant safety nets and slockined
savings, In Fiet, malnstream eco-
virmiss in the warld, in their zeal
Far gowth, made o grave ecron
treating labour as mere capital,
Forgetting that workers ae not
Just cogs in the machine - they
are human beings with needs,
ansieties, and palitical power.
In a world where capital
dovsn't vote but labour does, this
vl s perilons, os exernplifed
by the last ten years of Hasina's
Erwernment As the forees of po-
pulism surge, it is clear that the
socld and palitheal co nsequences
of unem plvanent, nonemploy-
mint, and undere mploym ent

| T e e 1 faatty of
s,

wre no longer theoretleal - they
e here, demanding attent bon.
However, In ooworld when gov-
arnmienis and capitalists tout the
nyth ofa johless market, the fi-
cade al opportunity crumbles
under serutiny, They hlame the
lack of ermployment an mismat-
whed skills, traditional education
systirms and inadedquate condl-
thoons, whike the free muirket, [nis
vatinisd glory, Fails o provide se
curliy, basie needs, or o sembl-
inee of work-ife balince. This
disconnect breeds wides pread
frustration across divisions -
Fromm India to the USA and Bangl-
adesh. Ina bid 1o
quell mounting
unrest, this power
Tul advocaw for
unlversil hasic
Incomse (LB, o
mere handage ona
Fllﬂllml\i:lllli af-

et ng maoney with
nostrings atached
while the state et
roats from respons
sibility. This pre-
carious gy econo-
my, where today's
|ob could van lsh
tamanow, renders
survival reliant on
this hollow promise, stripping
watkers ol dignity and turning
thelr struggle invo o demeaning
surdval game. Would Yums s
Pt Bangladesh's upaooming de
welopment b the some mammer?

Un the other hand, 4s the
dlamaour for universal basle n-
o grows warldwide, o eritical
duestion remalns unanswered:
where will the Funds corme from?
Thae prospect of mising divect b
5 00 the wealthy is met with
Deroe mwsistunce foom capitalists,
leading instend to o massive pri-
wantizat o push,

Fducationa campuses and
has pltals are stripped of thidr
pmsentiul stuff, while everyday
onsts and ndirect tises rise, per-
petuating a cycle where house
hold wealth Dows back to the
elite. Bunglidesh should mem-
emher that this scheme not only
enriches the tiehbut also threat-
s democmte integrity, render
ing cltlzens passive and fearful,
Bangladesh now, ahead of the
cuirve, s tands on the precplee of
this grim meality, particulardy after
s upsirge

Howewer, amid the uphea-
vl in Bungladesh, o glimmer of
hope emerges from an avedook-
wl aspect of thecoup o call o re
Tbudld frome the ground up, chal
lenging these deep-seated econ-
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Lessons to remember

SIR, Our Ind ependence Day coin-
wldes with Sol Aumbinde's birth-
dlay, S Aurabindo was hom in
Kolkata on 15 August 1872, He
wvolved a new method, which be
witlled Integral Yog, during his 40
wyeirs in Pondichemry, Some pea-
plee wrongly tag b s a rellgion,

But nedther did Sl Auro-
hindo propagate o new wlighn,
nio was T wpractising Hinduo, ar
al any ather religlon. He « Iy
aabd, “T may suy thatit s Far from
1Y [T 05 1 |'|m|m1§|u anyreli-
ghon new ar ald for humanity in
the future.”

Hewas in Bovourn of rellgiots
plummlism (o India as he wmte, ©1
have wiltten cleady that the com-
g af so many welgions 1o India
awns part of her spiritual destiny
und o great .|d\'|u||.|g|> for the
wark i be done.”

omie negqualites. The move-
mwent’s orlglnal atm < o combat
eeonamle disparlty = now fees
obfuscation by divisive issues of
melglous fundamentalism. Witk
the technological boom weshipes
the job lndscape, the troe scar-
cliy T nullll\\urk Tt i egude-
able u . The right 1o
wark I.l.un\hrlnﬂj I constitu-
thons worldwide: denying this
Hght under the guise of o jobless
Future 1s both unconstitutional
and unjust. The claim that vac-
ancles are non-edstent, and that
the populaoe leksqualifications
I o dbslngemuons smokescree .

The real uisk of contempao-
ritry Hinggladesh is stralghttor-
wiind: a pedple-ariented gowrn-
ment could addiess infindw work
appartinities by expandi ng
vacancies and lounching new
) he assertion of wide
spead incompetence {s Niwed;
everyone has some capacity w
contribute, much like even the
st disabled memberof a fim-
iy finding a mbke IF e compe
tenee is lacking, the answer lHes
I amobust education systemand
vocationud tining.

Instead o a superficial Uni-

versil Bushe Ineome, Uhey should
advocate for Universal Basie
Earning (UBE} and estuhlish a
Unlversal Employment Fund
(LIEFY. By mising dinect taxes on
ciplilists, they could create real,
susta inoble job opportunities
arud nsuquulullllh livael hooids
for all. Bangladesh's garment
Industry has notanly positioned
the country an the global eco-
namie stage but also cast it into
the gropalitical spotlight among
the LFS, China and India.
s uprsing curmently
unfolding n Bangadesh mwver-
bemtas fur beyond 1ts borders,
embuodying both hope and un-
certatnty, Whike naot all coups su-
coeed, mich mevolution begets fre-
sh pempect ives, d dwn by a yon-
thiul enemgy that dares o melmag-
ine the futire. For Bangladesh's
students, the pressing challeng:
15 1o channel this wvolutionary
splrit into delibvering equitable
work appanunites forall.

Crulebed by Yunus's anti-dis-
erimination principles, thy must
wagen “[ihad " agoinst eeonomic
exploftution. Should they sue-
oo, this uprising could eich s
nume i history; fihie, howeser,
will usher In o groelling walt for
the next wive ol change. The In-
terim government's *‘III].II nelng
aet between potential and pro-
s mukes for anopumistie wi
preirions outlook rluhl hiere,
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weparnte article (Artd
with transitional provisions o
give instractions on the deter-
mination of spocif] il prices for
ewses where land has been allocated or
leased before the 2024 Land Law bui
land prices have naot been determined,

Lvcalltles now have o legal busls to
eomplete land price ation and sk
s cases 10 comple aricial obli-
gationg of these © The Governm-
ent has ssued Decree No, TH2240N -
CF regulating bund prices and Decros
No. 108/2024(N -CF regulating land
use fees and lind rents, which sp -
cully stipulate the method of land val-
uatlon and the caleulation of additional
}mymr.lnls for each case whare land has
been allocated or lessed by the State
under the 1983 Land Law, the 2003
Land Law, and the 2013 Land Law but
land prices have not yet been deter-
mined. The 2024 Land Law and lts
detailed guideines have created o com-
plete begal corridor for localithes to oo
cule and resalve long-standing hack-
logs related to Ly valuntion.

It 1s nnticipated that new regula-
thons, which remove the land prics
framework, updato the it -

ally and give district authorit
authority te decide on pri

anil use, albocation and buadg-

et revenue. The real ¢ e ket will

undoubredly he “this In

nriety of wiys,

£

furture trends In land prices hecs
the adjustments made to land prices
:Iulm eaeh period
hutes to the real estate
redsed stability and trans-
Tais willl also hve an impact
o thir price at which homes -
mients are aold in neighborhoods with
publie infrastructure or investment
projects. Thie new provisions of the
2024 Land Law will e ute 1o o
more equitable and transparent real
estate market. This has o varlety of
effects on the real estate market and
aldy In preserving the rights of both
lanad buyers and sellers, Additionally,
the 2024 Land Law features creative
regulations that establish o distinet aned
vibrbed pathwiy for businesses o obtaln
appropriote lond funds to carry out
projects that guaranteo supply for the
limilted repl estate segr
for mibd-runge real estate,

Numerows specialised lu

toams, Ineluding eredit lnw, e
business law and housing law, have
impacts on the real estate market.
i prolicies
m released and amen-
wl. The recently enacted land law
poliches will help balance the supply
il dimannad For howsing, sobve o num-
ber of real estate project roadblocks
and improve the environment for
future renl estate market activity.

The 2024 Lune Livw has muny new,
innovative and breakthrough contents
which improve the effectiveness and
efficiency of land man J;Dnlpn: anch
use, UF the total 260 1
are assigned to the
Prime Minister, ministers, people's
couneils and people's committoes of
provinees and centrally run citles to
dietuil and guide te |II||'JL’I|"'II[I|I|0[HJF
the Law.

The 2024 Land Law will immedi-
¢ be effective whon implemented,
it ly thir contents of lnd users’
rights such as comp thom, suppor.
and resettlement policies when the
Stite recovers land; land pollcies Tor
ethnie minorities; lund policies for Viet-
namese peaple rlwulllug nhroad whao
i laned Ananee
. illowdng land
e Jand for Hiple purpeoses:
pumm:in.giJL-Lumnhhumm reforming
administrative procedures, cutting
down on intermediaries in land ma
agerment and use,
costs In accessing land,

The Ashram dining room 1s i
Hving example of froternity. On
this, 5o Avrohindo sald, “Every
Hindu here - sven those wha
were onee orthodox Brahmins
andhave grown okl in it - giveup
all ohsevance of caste, tike food
fromm Parials wnd are served by
theem, assoclate and eit with
Mahomedans, Christians, Euro-
s,

All the peaple, be they in
Bangladesh, Pakistan, or India,
must remember that hate sets off
i chaln reactlon and hinders a
country's progress. Mo country
i progress without fraternity.
Lt us Hsten 1o what Sl Aura-
hinda said, "I they (Hindus and
Muslims} fght, nelther are Hkely
1o g n ot both o bose, evwen per-
haps giving an opening to o |{||Id
party as has happened befow in

thedr history.”

Ithwe job market.

BAIL THE RULE

Yours, etc. Sujlt De,
Kalkoti, 13 August,

INDEPENDENCE

SIR, [ refer IIJ}NJIII-El"H]IHI] “Wel-

fare ve Work™, pulillshed today.

While dntended to provide n salety
net and suppart those in need,
wrniment welfure schemes can
vndntent bomally lead to dependen-
woy and alack of mo tivation among
the younger generation. When
these schemis becomie ovedy ge-
nerous or broadly accessible, they
iy redice the urgeney for ind ivi-
duals 1o seek employment or de-
wlop skills, This dependency can
tesult ina less motivated workfor
ot pesue s nal and pofes-
shonal growth, potentially stnting
eennamic progess and nnovi-
aan A e ation that relies haily
on welfiume without the necessity
b rn iving may find it Nack-
Inggin the resilience and sdapiabil-
Ity required to thrive inacompaet -

T'o nddress this lssue, welfire
programimes should be designed
as supplementary suppart rathier
thinn s i primary means of el -
hood. By offering tageted assis-
e that encoinrages sell-relio-
nee and skill develo pmaent, the
government can help indiiduals
transl thon nte meaningful em plo-
yiment und contdbute actively o
the ecanomy.

Programmes could be moare
ellecthve INthey Inelude educathon -
al, tradining, and job placement
Ineen tves, ensuring that suppaort
helps build a Foundation Tor kang-
term independence. Balancing
assistinee with encoum gement
far pesanal respon sthiliy can
hadp madntadn o dynamic and pro-
duethee workloree, ultimately hen-
efiting both ndividoals and the
huoader sconomic systen.

Yo, ee.,

Marayanan Kihumundayar,

Thrssur, 12 August,

-\||m|1m the news repord
ol w ot ol jall
August 10,
It is st unforunate that in splie
al the apex court's repeated
adviee o courts below o fallow
the cardinal prindple that “hail
Is aorule, mefusal is an exception”,
some trial courts Aout these
instructions. This prolongs
the judicial custody of secused
persons,

The apex court has rightly
held that the right to a speedy
trial and lherty are sacrosanct
and prolanged Incarcerntion
Betore being pronounced guilty
al in olfence s nothealthy to the
adiminds mtlon of coiming justice,

Mow we sincerely sxpect the
trial cort to apply its mind far
guinting bail w Arvingd Kejriwal,
wh ls focing similar charges,
Yours, ete., Aran Gupla,

Kolkata 10 August.
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Freedom gains

with

RAM KRISHNA SINHA

raternity s special. Bither o
cherish freedom or to bulld a
natlan, fratemity 1s an imper-
ative, But In order 1o be fos-

tered, it needs w be Dved by gl of s,
Our legacy of the freedom strug-
gle wells us why “freedom 0 pre-
clous und why no sacrifice is big
enpugh to achieve it. The legacy was
indeed rich. The broad social con-
sensus on the values of nutlonalism,
seculariam and democracy was an
endowment. This constructed a base
on which the path of nation-building
was t0 be charted, The consensus an
the practice of non-violence further
helped to evolve a temper of demaoe-
rae

V.
Discussion, debate and pnnlm-

atressed for advancing social and pnIJ(-
al change as apposed to glorifcation

1, animaosity and violence,
ajor political partes did not
Imalst on uniformity of opinions within
their ranks, They tolerated and
encouraged different and minority
opinions. In fact, dissent hid become
a normal pan of political dialogue and
communlestion,
Indian unity and solidarlty, our
leaders realized, wis not 1o be taken
il 1t hied 10 be strengthened
oignizing and accepring [ndia's
e regional, lnguistic, ethnic
and religious diversity, and acknowl-
edging end accommodating the mul-
riple identities of citizens, The project
aof frnternity was daunting. yet key m
Indin's peace, progress and prosperi-
1y,
After over seventy-seven years of
attalnment of freedom, and with over

spiri

a billion people, the need for fellow
feeling has sssumed more criticalivg,
Yer, the spirit of fraternity seems to
have lost its mojo everywhere, thanks
manlY o the growing negative moles
of pelitical parties and social medin.
Divarnas. bandhs, Mockages of roads,
rioting. wanton violence, attncks on
private and public property, patron-
Ezed ovenly or covertly by political par-
ties of various hues, are now the order
of the day.

Political parties, once the votaries
for social solidarity, are now the wenk-
est link in our polirical sy . Cin the
frome, social media’s amplifying
coupled with ahsence of lis
accountability, have further provided
ground to create divisions snd
tiery. Misinformation,
ml'urmﬂ(lon hate speech, fake
news - all are in full play, vitiating our
social fabric and public Hfe.

Fraternity is special, A sena¢ of
common brotherhood provides a
strong base on which an edifice of
soclal democracy can be erected.
Indeed, s Dr § R Ambedkar put it
“without fratemnity, equatity and liber-
ty will be no deeper than coais of
paint™, Fratemity, no doubt, found &
place in the Preamble, as a key consti-
wtional principle,

Yet, fruternity is not o subject o
be seen through a legal or political
tens anly, It hus deep moral and spir-
ial underpinnings, While empha-
slzing this point, Acharya Kripaland,
the well-known Gandhian and social-
iat, had pointed our that If cerain
indispensable values ke fraternity
are considered only as constitutional
or legal mandates, we will fail tn
achieve them, Inswead, he character-
ized these values as morals that every
cltizen should strive to adopt. Intro-

ducing the value of fraternity as &
carollary to democracy, and elucidor-
Ing ies spiritual dimension, he
fumously said: "It means thar we are
all sons of the same God, as the reli-
glous would say, but as the mysiic
would say, that there is one life pul-
sating through us all, or as the Bible
says 'We are one of another”,

Fraternity must he lived by us all,
e it in private, pubdic, or politdcal life
For making fellow-feeling as & way of
life, we have to pddress the sources
of recurrent discord and enmity in
pubilic life thar spread tedcity and
negarlvity, In & climate where entide-
ments gl rights overwhelm respon-
sihilities and duties, we, as citlzens,
also need o be constantly aware, and
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meaning
t of fratermty

make others aware, that freedom of
has cermin well-meaning

CAVERTS,

Some key steps ane needed, Firsy,
all political parties muse sit ogether
and have a broad conse
Essues with & national perspy
ondly, secountability of socisl media
peds (0 be fived urgenty, Thirdly, we
wist focus maore an ssues and activi-
s which demonstrate commonality
and collectiveness, Positive narmatlves
around sports, musle, space sclence,
vopa, valowr of armed forees, co -
tienal principles, national
|||uh|3mrmng.l’mmlnur Inspn"ulmuu

all could
sense ol togethermess and social nulw-
sbom, and help butld bridges.

Fraternity, like nation building,
|5 m wark in progress. However, the
next quarter century leading w
dred years of our independence, will
be eritical, The sirides we have

dy made in the

T= 100 YEARS AGO

-
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

ADDAIRS in the Hedjaz show n
certain liveliness King Hus-
sein has defin
treaty with Greatr Britnin whic
own special envoy o London nego-
tinted for him and accepred. This is
the third unsuccessful deaft, and the
Britlsh Government will now prab-
ably drop a subject which
dragged painfully for four years, |
trouble of course b8 to find a formula
acceptable to King Hussein yer in
consonance with the Balfour
ratlon of November 1917, which
promised the Jews "a national
home” in Palestine. King Hussein's
aspirations for his family are lurge,
and include suzerainty over Pales-
tine, Syria, and Irag, to be exercised
through his sons Abdullah and
Feisal and the Khilafat for himsell,
On the last point he s in competi-
tion with King Fuad of Egypt, with
wham hls relations grow steadily
worse, There was trouble this year
about the Mahmal, or sacred liter,
which goes annually from Calra 1o
Mecca at the time of pilgrimage.
King Hussein now complaing of the
bitcer attacks upon him In the
Egyptinn press, and the story also
runs that the pilgrimage from Mecca
1o Medina has been tumed back by
b e n, and that conditions
are very unpleasant for pllgrims. We
shall not be surprised (o learn that
this telegram emanates from Calro.
Lt is probably & mixture of fact and
fictio Ihere Is an interesting
rumaour that Ibn Sand, the Sultan of
N¢||l s about to blish his own

science and technology, -.rmml
sports, entrepreneurship, ete. would
now have 1o be leapfrogged 1o mest
the asplrations of our billion-plus
people. This task s collective and
requires collaboration at all levels,
After all. a country espousing Vasud-
haiva Kutumbkam, (The world is one
Family) can't afford 1w feler on frater-
nity.

The writer & o farmer bank executive, and
©on the Baards of comipanies. He writes
extensively an contemporary ksies)

Why couldn’t India smell the coffee?

TANIM AHMED

he most striking feature of
Indign foreign minlster §
Inishankar's statement in the
Lok Sahha on August 6 was
the uhwnmn[mmm(m af the Awami

unarmed protesters, 18 was only then
that artacks on public hulld:ngh

Hasina wished o apologise and rec-
ancile, But that was simply out of the

began, which no one cond
Jaishankar went on (o note that
"Desplie a Supreme Court judge-
ment on 21 July, there was no let-up
in the public sgitarion,” He added,
"Various decislons and actions taken

League | vio-
latlon of humaen nglu: wnd the
killings of over 400 people (aa docu-
mented so far), including youth,
stnce July 16,

He began setting up a context for
the peaple’s uprising saying that
there had bee onsiderable
slons, deep divides and growlng
polarisation in Bangladesh polizics”
since the January electlon. "This
underlying foundaton aggravated a
student agitation that started in June
this year,” he continued. "There was
growing violence, including attacks
on public bulldings and infrastruc-
lum. as well as traffic |m<l nul

The vinlence
through the month of July.”

While there was dissatislaction
over the 2024 election—as well as the
previous two elections - the quota
reform protests did not really have
much to do with that, [t began as
merely a student movement asking
for reforms in the existing quota sys-
tem in public service recruiiment,
which tur Into an and-govern-
ment movement much later due to
the government's brutal crackdown
on proteste

[aishankar's stutement does not
even hint thae Sheikh Hasina's gov-
emment reacted with overwhelming-
ly excessive force against studens,
and police opened fre on protesters
with lve rounds, killing more chan
4l people in the span of 23 days, The
ruling party unleashed its student
cadres, the Chhatra League, armed
with machetes and firearms, on the

frer only exacerbated the sit-
wtinmn, The agitation ar this smage coa-
leseed around a one-point agenda,
that is that Prime Minister Sheikh
Haslina should step down,”

Since the Indian forelgn minister
glosses over the former government's
brutality, it appears to paint the dem-
ocratlc movement behind Shelkh
Hasina's fall with & nefarious inten-
tion from it ge - which fits into
the Awam| Ley mm_ s nmnllw = |I|.u
this was a by

foran 1y epotlsti-

eal autocrat,
laishankar then jumps to August
4, when he says, "Events teok a very
serlous turn.” They did indeed,
Awami League had by then decided
to unleash ks full force onto the pro-
testers, who took to the sireets
despite the curfew, only 1o face the
police baby-sitting armed goons of
the Awsmi League. Violence shook
the nation; the death moll kepr climb-
ing to nearly 1K) people - ||11‘hl|‘hb|l
and deadliest ever for a singl
protest in the nation’s history, l’uhlh
anger only mounted; sradent protest-
ers called for & "March to Dhaka” on
August 5, In response, hundreds of
th ds took 1o the streets in

the BNP, Jamaat or even external
forces such as the US, This is far
removed from the reality of
Bangledeshl public sentiment.
Sheikh Hasina's government mur-
dered a0 many people before meet-
Ing the quota demands. There was a
nationwide intemet hlackout for five
days. The student movement had
nine demands before the hearing
and verdict, including an apology
from the ousted prime minister and
resignation of former ministers for
abusing law enforcement.

On the surface, the

Dhake and other surrounding wwns
ready to canverge on Shahbag,

Ihat was when the low enforcers
reallsed the situation was beyond sal-
vation pnd eounselled Sheikh Hasing
to leave, Initially, she reportedly
refused and urged for using even
more force to subdue the crowd. The
army refused. Hasing was finally con-
vinced to leave. It was a revoluiion
spearheaded by students that suc-

ceeded in toppling a dictatorial
ey e of 15 year:

The fact that dn\ BNP and
|

sald it was open 1o negotistions with
students, yet there were block raids
durlng the nights where law
enforcers came hunting for students.
Maore than LL 6K peaple were arr
ed In just two weeks. Innocent cf
dren were put in jeils and framed for
murders commitied by the poli

even ones that were recorded. The

"step down” demand came (o the
fore on August 3. 1t was certainly not
soon after the court verdicr, when the
situation was still ersible had

|lamaat-e-Tslaml took ge of
what turned into an anti-government
LI!JHPIII[‘H nml |1|:!:[ch)' suppored it
was publ Hur entire

dinators were detained by the police
and confined at the detective bureau
againat their will for several days
without any regard for lnw or their
rights,

What followed afier she left her
official residence was an sutpouring
of pent-up hatred for anything and
everything linked o Hasina and the
Awnmi League, Desecration of
Sheikh Mujib's statues and murals
and even b il

ulate gnd witty tete-g-tetes with jour-
nalists or or discussion paneds around
the werld ¢ win,

d agency in Calro. This
wnu]d be the firat "legation” of the
new Arabian kKingdom of Nejd,

= ITEMS

MOHURRUM INCIDENT

ALLEGED
DESECRATION OF
HINDU TEMPLE

HE Diserict Maogistrare of Morad-
nbad has issued the follewing con
tinigue:-Al Sambhel on the night of
August 11, at abowt 11 P.M,, o large
hody of Mahomedans sre reporied 1o
have attacked with sticks some Hin-
dus & bled in Hurajkund Sura-

that he does not lack the callbre 10
appreciate these nuances. One wan-
dars, then, il he had not been prop-
erly hriefed by his mides on what
mctually I‘ulpg-!nnd in Bangladesh.
Just as this is an opporunity for
Bangladesh to rebuild (s future free
from Awami Lengue's clutches, 1t is
also an for India to do

i was heart-wrenching and hurt mil-
lons of Bangladeshis.

With the police gone and no law
and order in place, minorities
became an unforiunate target, The
Daily Sear reponed vielence against
Hindu homes and bus
districts on August 6. Th
must be investigated as the police are
getting back on duty,

Huosina's Awamli League con-
solously colluded with religious fun-
damentalisss. placating them and
pandering to them o keep them at
bay, only 1o make sure she remained
at the helm without too much trou-
Ble from the right. It was the Awami
Lepgue government that changed
school wexthooks, ok out pleces by
Hindu authors to replace them with
atorles and poems by unknown Mus-
lim suthors. Pictures and drowings
ware changed exactly as demanded.
Bosides restoring democracy, reviv-
ing the truly secular mindset of the
mnﬁws s another uphill sk that

Jadesh will have o undertake,

communities - civilians from ail
wislks of 1ife - came ot in support of
the campaigners; the nation stood
united against the ruling pany. Hos-
pirals gave free medical support, and
people donated to thelr commaon
funds for food and water. Everyone
sympathised with the protesters who
were braving bullets on the sireets
and torture in the jail cells, Six co

now that Awami League is gone,
But, back to Jalshankar's state-
maent; the blotant disregard for hrew-
1 tension among Bangladeshis,
Awami League’s intolerance for dis-
sent and tell-tale signs of the Hasing
regime rurning into a classic sutoceal
shows a rather myopic and oversim-
plified Indlan take of what is happen-
ing in Bangladesh, Jalshankar's artic-

aome introspection, Bangladesh has
just witnessed a people’s uprising
oppling a dictator - which will be a
classic texthook case of the fall of an
autocratic vegime like Cenusescu or
Marcos. And yer India i

|kund temple, inflicting on them
Injuries in consequence of which 17
have been admited (o hospital, One
man was recovered from a well In the
temple compound, Two men were in
a somewhat precarious condition, hut
are now reported 1o be doing better,
The sub-divisional officer and ral
dar, along with the focal police officers
and puard arrived on the scene and
dispersed the rioters. As they dis-
persed, the rioters are reported to hare
desecrated snother temple which lay
in thelr way,

s

extremely apprehensive about what
Is to come. India bulle relatlons with
Awami 1 instead of
E lad The Indian bilisl
ment has been more than happy o
support Awami League for expedi-
ence despite its faults, and in the
pro alienated the people of the
country, Today, with the ouster of
Hasing and the Awami League, India
I8 quite namrally seelng more than
its fair share of criticlsm and dip in
popularit

It Is really high time that Jais-
hankar asked his aides, or whoever is
In charge of serting the Bangladesh
agenda, how India backed liself Into
such a corner that it eannat join in the
jubilation of & nation or empath
with lts celebrations. He should ask
how it is that India fails to see the ne
regime as a resull of the mass people's
uprising that It was, and why it needs
to distort it by labelling it as the
machinatens of Pakistan, China or
the US, Why is It thar when we are
relieved 1o have rid ourselves of o die-
rator, ia is epprehensive that the
djinm is out of the bonle?

The Daity SEariANK.
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POSTAL FRAUD

THUMB
IMPRESSIONS OF
PAYEES FORGED

MAL

AL,
MR, Justice Jackson delivered judg-
at the Madras High Cou ¥
criminal appeal from Ganjem in which
Patnaick, employved formerly as pos
master of Hinjalu artached (o Berharm-
pur head ofiice, and two others were
convicted by the Sessions Judge of
hreach of trust, forgery, ete., In respect
of three money orde nel sentenced
to rigorous imprisonment and also
pay & fine,

The facts of the case were that
three money orders w sent by
three persons in Hangoon to the post
office to be delivered to three illiter-
ate persons, 1t was alleged that the
second accused, with the connivance
of the other two, managed to forge
the thumb impressions of the payees
on the money order forms and mi
appropriated the money. It wos con-
tended by the vakil for the third
accused that conviction of his client
was illegal as, during the trial, the
Sesslons Judge did not 1ake down evi-
dence in his awn hand but got a typ-
151 1o do bt for him and that there was

party to the offence exo

failed to do his duty, leaving the
entre management of the post offlce
ta the second secused who was only
an apprentice,

His lordship held that the judge's
failure to ke down evidence in his
own hand might only be considered
us an lrvegulurity which did not in any
way prejudice the accused during the
trial, There was reasonable doubt
regarding the guilt of the third
accused and his lordship, therefore,
ordered his soquinal and refund of the
fine. The sentence on the second
accused was confirmed,

There was no appeal by the first
accused.
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South Asia should embrace the bellwether moment

LT GEN 55 MENTA (RETD)
FORMER WESTERN AN
COMMANCE R FOUNCE RIVEMBET,
PUINE INTIEFERATIONAL CEN TR

N 1971, i was our
view thal when a
netghbour is under o
penocidal attack, it is
our pesponsibility o
liberate it with support
Trom its beleaguered mimm-
e for wn enduring political
wottlemont. 1% wos o himon-
Marlan intervention, The
Pakistand surrender then
ws Lo a Jobnt Commund,
Beniicken libemmtion, an update
fiothe UN Charter ook birth.
Texd 1o the UN enunciating the
princpleodthe Tespon shility
to Protect’ In Michael Walz-
o' seminal work, Jus and
Lot Wokarw, 18 wonie ' Juiset war”
Amiomg e many strulegc
lessons (o elogquently artieu:
Tatesed i the astiche by Asoke
Mu ke, pubilished in The Th-
B on August 120, we abo
provided an object kesson in
POW treatmient with implicil
application of the Geneva
Corivirithon. Also, Uhitl in con-
et mtuations, military nale
will always be tested by
chemorraties, capocially when
barbartiam b countered by
umandson — our core vidue
Additionally. the workd aks
witnessed  that  relighous
exovption altem notwathstind-

ing, the Oght for equity and
human dignity is supreme
Eversthing else s seooidary

Hall a century Intex, i 2024,
s thmnes by Rl o R bocnuse
this workd hus changed. Echer
ing oair PM — “this is not an
orm ol wor” — It s again Umeto
sot thio cousse. The canvas of
operations s widenel

The e in
Blaryghochosdy, and in largee truets
of our et ghbourhood, ks o tum
kg potrid for South Asia, e it ks
in et purts of U workd

The happenings scross the
workl ame @ reminder that
peoce, prosperity and devel
opmenk carnot be sacifioed
ol the altar of security thiats,
taoth miagined wnel real

Covid-10, elimate chango
and conflict have abrendy tak-
on their Wil with the last two
seing o rise such pasdng
iyt T woarst i yel W comme,

Irionchcase, the gt ks
ts i the citbzen, The citieen
should be the ks wm nd
whirm wee neeed o bulkd a soou-
ity wrag orelae the eci floe wAll
Bl Materdal gadn s terdioey
ot roploce Uhe primacy of
ther citbeen, OF oourse, berritory
i Bndend b0 mellestorm; it can
never be concecked, but theye
e Umes when the citben
oocuples primacy of place
"That thrre s reowe

Every democnecy should use
the moment o inbrosped,
apply sell-cormoctivies and thin
hidp cane & tgectory that s
laoth imetructive and excmpli
fent the khva that the work] i
ones Unity in diversity is the
Ty il v el g o thasatt -
o, above all el b the flast
cull ofany ehectod government,

Wo are blessed — our foun:
dation Is rooted In divemity:
We cherish democracy. Now
ther bargeat in e reglon both
Iy e el economy, we i o
have o responsibiity. We
meed to embioce the moment
and help moke South Asia o
knowledge  powerhouse -
Trat for the goord of all within,
uncd in nos choin g share i con.
ribaation besyond

“hwrree well bt Lty b froms e
youth everywhire — i brings
for thern o cnil S oned ouch:
ol rercantilist, but oo noipled
el b e valuas, A renis
minoe, nod @ revolution, a Lede
Sl s sown ms Lfting ol boats
within and without

All s nelghlous fand i
a'Y jurstion — in the enlight-
enedinterestofthetwo billon
that wesiede hore, we havwe o
whared renponaibdity. 1F we,
the 14 billion, don't take the
lead, the military-inchustrinl
complexes of the world will
ready the altar — and then

RESPONSIBILITY: India miust help make South Asia o Knowledge powerhouse, m

There willbebuy-in
from the youth
everywhere — ifit
brings for thema
civilisational touch:
notmercantilist, bt
principled and
based onvaluies
a tide that is seen
s lifting all boats
withinand without.

Foant betvatse we oan't
pirtibe &t the dvillsational level.
W row need 8 'South Asla
Peace Prosperity Democmcy
o (SAPPDE), with every
memnber reserving the right
to Join whatever clae, with
the proviso that it i not
Inimicul to the democratic
Interests of the mne.

W have b mmbivelent
bt hoving wuch 8 ftrsdure
of dhiadogue aml coopemton
taler ot in Bouth Asis. Our
pardcpation in te CICACon-
feence on Intesmetion and
Confidence Bulkling Moo
wure in Asda) from 1000 wae
W hin in mind Unfoti-
natedy, not many prcitonems
I Tinelin e instiermtioed i this

Aslan stractupe will belp eall
fhe hinfF amang those neigh
bonrs whao se throal os an
alibsl for gaming others

As the world's  largest
demoracy, sl son to be
e thir Largost econormy, we
have o responsibility to hidp
rabse the South Asian fla g s
& modie] for the world

The SAFPDZ  charter
should W b minkmum
include the following
Fostering bnclushyity; Acve
cute policles  that  reduce
inequality, ensurkng that eoo-
o growth benelite all seg-
ments of soclety in the regon
Champloning  education
and nnovatien: By sup
porting education and tech-
nologheal innovation, India
coan help transform South
Aala into o hub of knowl
el nnd ereativity,
Cublural diplomacy: [rdia
should leverage the reglon's
rich cultural heritage bo build
stronger ties with its neigh-
bonir, fostering a sense of
regonal identity and unity.
Shared progress All nuthons
ol contibute o makiog
e perghonts kel for thes vkl
in terma of peace, prospedty
] martainoble development,
Respect  for  wovere ity
Mutual respect for soverelgn-
ty and termtorial integrity,
encouruging dialogue over
ellapitis rathet than oon et
C Lo

Cir preefi w i for bikt.
eral diphomacy, even though,
ot time, it han negative con-
serpuenoes. D rexperience in
Halvul i Auggust 2021, then in
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Malkbiven
anud nowe Bangladesh oll ilus.
trote this Perhaps o South

Promote democritic values
uised on ool participat ion
in the region, expecting
meighbouring countries 1o
uphold hurman Aghts, hold
Mo wrcl flakr ehections, ensuse
transparent governance and

) polition] millary.
Cooperation: In mgonal proj
it that alm ol shassd pros-
petity, mch as infrostructure
development and healthea,
Sports With Dndis setting i
sghts on hostiny the 2000
Chyrrgaken, it shoulkd b our jotnt
Vighon W seeovery South Askan
nathon on the podisim. Nothing
unitis pevgsle mone than mports,
Disaster reliel Wah disas
ters, both natural and man-
miache, o Uhwe rise, thisshould
e U D11 fioe thie regghon
Mo Zaxbonyg bn Bamously sup
panie] to have waid "The East
windl prevails over the West
wine”, and it s TN Ninan's
Aiow that in the gobsal power
Tmbaner row, “the Bt wind (s
Towang haicher han bedo
However, as the world's
lrgest  democracy,  India
riasechs oy ke B etronger oo
tribastion to the Fast wind, A
dokalisation of our civilis.
tonal thonght — non-agimes
sive, bendgn, non-threatening
sharing and oaring blowing
Eotst il Went — weith Jenaowd
exlige anthe begal tender
Wi hanvee o prosad ek pocord,
Witk the conttautionofthe con
woopt of “zem’, our wind blew
Famst el Weest. Inagew: where
the workd would be without it
Nowe it b time 1o genenute the
st v — lenod ol ge-dand
It shoubd be South Asia's
contrilaition to the Eastwind
that blows in all dimections (o
bridge the ymwning happk
neis gip for all these el
bl — b Inedin anel in our
neighbourhood, mot fonget
thgg the Globial South.
The anthor i a memiber of
the Tribune Trust

Itis in India’s interest to assist crisis-hit neighbours

SUSHMA RAMACHANDRAN
SENOR FRRANCIAL JOURNALIST

8 turmaokl aontin:

uien Iy Baryglmliesh

dispite the foma-

tom of am interim
povernament, Ineki

wionds out ax the e bright
wpot in South Asds on the eoo-
nomic fronl. Our - mstem
nelghbouwr has faced oo
nornie downturm in recent
yeam, while Sd Lanbo in the
wiuth has been reovering
froen the poli tenl s econom-

Lo safiety abroad

Iri the case of Bangladesh,
which s in the eye of &
#orm, it was described as an
coonomic  mirscke  until
recently. This wan surpris
g Mok o i llon cons idied
Lo e o bagket case for mo ny
decade s sinee e
1071, After Sheikh
el s power in 2000,
o drive was launched o
neovkerate Uhe paoe of devel
opment, Investoent wis
mde in infrastructure,
while focus was lakd on
indumtry and services, The
reaull was b sustained
wowih rote of ower § per
oent for roughly o deeade

This led to 0 rapid rise in
e copits income levels, At
o pobnt, Indin's per caplia
GDP wus slgnificuntly bighr

feorises that enuptedtwoyeans  than that of Bangladesh. But
ago. Pakistan il aleo g 0 hadl Sillen behind by 2000,
glirg o e with ind I Orher develop A
the burden of intemational  ters also impowsd, with

chebst, and s GDP growth
rerring below 3 percmt

In sharp contrast, India
recorded robust sconomie
wrowth of nearly § per cont
in the last fiscal, and infla
o hus ek evatird Lom fve
yoar low of L6 per cemt
Interestingly, both Sri Lan
ka and Banglisdesh somieed
1o be dolng better than their
big brother nelghldir in
terme of  development
indices ot one polnt Faully
palicies stalled growth and
engulfed them in political
upheivals thel foroed thelr
heind s of government Lo Mee

infant mortality rates lower
than those in India and Pak-
Istan. Asal fs life expectancy
beoame the higheat in the
South Asian reghon

Thisre were inherent s,
however, in the eonomic
etrabegy sddopted iy Hasina's
Awami Leagiue government
A onewas the mlinoe on
o single industry, that is,
madymade  garments 1
Twecame o hiuge revenue earm-
er for the economy, and & sill
mecoakn b for 85 per cen Lol the
country's exguorts. The other
critical lifiline for the econo-
my was the knflow of remit
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TROUSILE: The siustion begin (o detediorste n Bangioces h with Bie onset of the Covd-19 pandemic
I 20020 o gaerment fnctores shu down for rondbe, croating widesgread unemployrent. m s

tances from the overseas
diaspeorn,

“This situnthon begun to dite:
roiite with this onset of the
Coniel- 19 panchemie bn 2020 ax
gurment fuctorkes shut cown
for months, oreatieg wile
spenisd  unemployment. ‘The
socnario worsened with the
et o e Uk wriss
X022, making mports, espe-
cullly fuel, more expenatve,
Remittanoes dropyed while
ehotin] recesdoniry trenda bed
o s b the dermandd foe gar-
rent exports. Thir curment
aocound deficll widened, mnd
forcign  exchange  reserves
muddenly controcted.  Ulth
mately, Bangldesh scought o
boan of $4,7 bi lon which wan
granted by the Infernational
Maonetary Fund (IMF) in our-
by 203,
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The econombe woes of
the past few years hove
heen the backdrop for the
unreil that ultimately led
o the downlall of the Hos.
nocded  government.  Hut
the politleal  upheavali
could have lorg-term ram-
ifkcatlons unless bilateral
relationa are brought bock
on an even keel Apart
from the §1 2-billion annual
trade, Indian companies
hove mude sizable invest.
menita in Bangladeish,

Amdel uneertainty, there i
alrendy talk of shifting the
units back 4o Lndia, Such an
attituce would ultimately
have o negethe outcome.
Pustly, the withdrawal of
Investments or cut ting trde
thes would depr 1 af
ars easily noovssible market

Socondly, creading n vacuum
I the supply of bosk: goods
could leud to o Mood of cheap
Chinese  Imports  inlo
Banglidesh. Amnd sthoe the
Tong lanvd border i relatively
porois, these could fad
thelr way into India

Besides, there has been
movssd  coopemtion  in
infrastrocture. Several awslit
lines had been provided to
Bangludesh for the deve lop-
ment of road, rall and port
projects. In sddition, India
hais been exporting electrick
v to Dhaka. It would be in
thie interest of both countrics
o eniure that such deve lop-
mentil projects are not dis
rugpbedd in any wy.

There & sa mudh concern
about Sl Lanka, President
Randl Wickromesbnghe had
negotisted a $26-bilion IMF
boari bo birimig the eonnotiy
Lagiche ooy track, India, ton, pro-
wiched o 835 -bil Tion loa to the
o h-wtrapped oountry,

The desveturn in that coun-
ry's foefurest wis coused by
serhn of urusual

IMF loan, But last year's or
sis, when inflation shot upto
nearly 40 per cent, has been
overoommie, I has now moder
wed to 1LB per cent

Besiles, forelgn exchange
redves ame o longer ol
dangerously low kevels

One of the reasons For Lhe
hardships there was o deck
sion talkers by the Imran Khan
retall

povernament 1o ail
petroleum milis 6l &
when woild prices had risen
shumply. Delst incurred as o
result of the invelvemient in
China's Beltand Road Initia
thve also reportedly played o
rode in Uher econamic distress
Therefize, Indla rermaing an
outher in South Asia with o
sustained  growth mie and
weady post-Covid reamery.
i, there b potontial for dis
uprtion o the clomestic eoono
my with & contagion et
from the sorounding ooun-
tries fbong economic emen
penched, Aasistanos W0 nelgh
boum 1 Sn Lanka & very
misch b Inchia’s interest, The

policies by the previous gov-
emment. This induded deep
fan vt tht cvmatid mevers rey-
st sbyortfills. The siution
ik worsenod bry a decsion o
muldenly sl o ook fee
Hlksera. The maone led b short:
ages of the saple foxligain,
e, mid the main audh crop,
e, O of The basy cond Bimal-
thers Bk chown by Vhe TMF wan
aollbmck of thie ko outs

As for Pakisan, i hai tak-
on recourse yel again Lo an

Ienpuct ¢ WY O
Tncho will be even grater (n
the case of Bangadesh, inview
of the-extrermely long Land boss
det Apart from Lomes reloted
1o wade and investrent, an
rmiskate concern would be
wn infhux of mwlugess. B can
aly b hopoer] that the new
nterim  EoveTiment  moves
swiftly o meore arder and
dnsure tal the economy is
tack on track. This will be in
the s inberest of the entire
meighen bin thee Dosyg rur

V. HARD
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CONTRAPUNTO

Security is mostly a superstition
~HELEM KELLER

Cop Out In Kolkata

City police’s investigative conduct is a reflection of
a much larger malaise that afflicts Bengal

hatever CHBI's Investigation into the ropemurder of a
WJ!IIH(\I' doctor in a Kolkata govi I1u-\|nln] revonls, the
eomnduet of Kollkata poliee, pulled ap by Caleatta HC, is of

s o concern, 1t pobnts ton lrger systemie orisis in Bongal

Cover-up | Immodinte actions of the college when the crime wos
discovered (nforming the family It's suleided, and the appallingly
slipshod Inveatigation (police didn't oven take the college princ
staterment), togethoer demonstrate atotal breakdown of adminlstra-
tive ordor, Kollsata cops nelther took astatement from the prinelpal,
who hadn't even (ed o police complaing, nor investigated what
prompied the hospital to attempt o coverup For the eity police to
mow lament that multiple theorles” are galning ground, s extra.
ordinary - this & happoning because the mvestigntion laeked
credibility, What trust can t pata govt inspire when It takes
Caleutta HC vo bench a principal who vietim-blamed at the first
Instance? Then he shrugged ofT sceounta.
billty, only o be swinly glven a new
posting within hours of stepping down,

Politles at bts worst | The system is so
broken that inthe debris and detritus only
dirty polities can Nourish, The all-lndia
In'n||.lu11< is that when afliee-bearers are
complielt In and/or accountable for any
sertous erime, then thanks o politieal
veach, probes are dublous, Take the Pune Porsehe hitandsun case
where the mother swapped DNA samples of her teen son, Recall
the Unnma victim who hid toset heesell afice in front of CMs office
betore hor case moved. In Bengal too, the political V1T status of the
college principal allegedly infuenced polloe's probe, Cops wers
oven o study in restraint initially as a mob vandalised RG Kar
hoaplial on Wednesday nlght

Message for Mamata | Tt is pstounding that Mamata should be
Heved™ that the probe has been handed over (o CRI 1t shows o
shiting CM shaky about her own police's capacity. It shows the
normally aggressive TMC chilef victually conceding that the wider
pabalie dowsn't trust hor pollee, that they don't trust that forensics
will not be tampered with, or that Kolkata cops will deliver a robust
investigation. Mostof all, the horror at RG Kar (s a geim reminder
of how Bengal 18 governed,

Taxing Judgment

SC call to make minerals tax retrospective
brings back ghosts of Vodafone, Cairn

M

recont Judgment that granted states the right to levy tox on

mhneral rlghts, The buge hurden onmining companies will not

Just impact their financinds and investment plians but also hove o

rippleeffect across the value chain, possibly leading to infNationary

trends for end products, SC's July 25 verdiet w stop forward for

fiseal fdoralism, But had Wednoesday's ruling boen different, (he

cause of fiseal federalism would have still been upheld, without the

inevitable distortions retroapoective taxation engenders. The legal
story on this |8 moat kely not over

Questionable logio | While SC tried o soften the blowon mining

companies by walving Interest and pennlty

Imposed  before July 25 and by staggoering

paymentsover 12 years, the cumulativeof

D considerable, That this matter

o nine-judge boneh os long back as 2011 should

hive wolghed on 5C's mind, In ef

companles will now have to cough up - by one

estimate - taxes in the range of TLA2N, thanks o

delays in the jJudicial process, C

thyeedfict to lts ruling wosld maks

passed enabling laws and collected taxes Liable to

SC sald, But I|1I'\ rImV-.m seem 1o have necounted for the

veries no refunda”

ttled omee and for

g upreane Court shouldn't have glven retrospective effect to i
|-

pnrt.ll.[:'nml |I|1L'J'l:|ln
lasue here §s of rotrospective taxation,
which is both bad policy and unsound economics, Companies mnke
e isons keeplig inmind extont laws. To subject thei Lo retrospect ve
fax doesn’t just impact them Pinanetally It affects the general busi-
ness climate, neve sedrn this pliny out in the Calrn and Yodafone
disputes, whichsaw International tribunals ruling agninsterstwhil

LIPA v sattompt to lmpose soeh s tax, Those taxes impoeted Ind s
repitationasan investment destinntion. Fortunately, anamendment
i b D 2028 vndid the domage coused by that move, Dl we need o
Judictnl decision to bring the lssue front and contre again?
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sking

Bengal’s women, so far Mamata’s most loyal voters, are angry. They are mobilising because RG Kar
horror isn't the first time she's been found wanting in her response to violence against women

St eclaabimesd that th

Shikha Mukerjee
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Arostuid e gong raps suryivor even in danded the
torrio crime tat she had sufferod

Thvon thove was e 2005 barbarie K ng and gong
g ollege student n Kamdund, in which the
perpetators tore apirt her beis up
vt and ehummpod her body oo e
wink ol handled woll by Mimata eith
wlow to teapond. 1 wis only after publie outeage grow
aned predest enlllos spread s Kaolkatn and the
distriets amd public intel 5 | their vole
and condemned the gov, thit Mamata ot down to
wirk, inatedd of plog kg pollties ov Ineident
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3 Years On, Taliban’s Still A Pariah, But...

.World reckons they need to be engaged, even if they practise gender apartheid

layant Prasad

ln 1 down

ment of the Islamie uvallabla to fem
uikstan hree yenrs |mh||1-|||- are obliged t
lgnominbous with- — nowd make
reos mnal the fall of the @ apart bk,
ol govt has peversed Fven befor
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mmrrlnge 1o Taliban
Alghan women i

20 yoars in Afghanisinn

Kinee the Emirate’s rule began, Afghans have
faced econonile hardiliip, poverty aid displacement
Oppanarits of Tallkian are weak and divided. Rogional
o6 v Al stan's contlguity bolleve the new

¥ o shree it s consolidatod
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Visiting Shiv’'s Abode Is A Profound Experience
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Bailunder UAPA

Apexcourt nules in favour of personal rights

HE Supreme Court has been repestedly
asserting that 'ball is the rule and jadl is the
expeption’. However, b enforcement and
investigation agencies, in thelr oconsional
overzealoumess, have s pparently beenunder
the impresgion that this legal prindple & somehow not
applicable to gpecial statutes Bl the Unbowful Adtivities
Prevention Act (UAPA), 1087, Clearing the alr conduaive-
Iy, the court has gramted bail 1o o man who was booked
unicher UAPA on the o = ol being an active member of
o banned onganistion. The SC Beneh has rightly stated
that even I the allegations against the secused sre sert-
o, eodirts hanve the dhuty to grant ballwhen the conditions
lad down under the law for the purpose are satisfied.
There ahould be o quarrel with this argument.
Considered draconian particulady by human rka
nctivisis, LAPA hasoften been e with hight
st ol nepression. [t waes in August 2000 that the Coentrl
Coverrenent amendied the Act 1o mdude the provigion of
destigruting an individual as o terrorist, Prioe to that, only
o sutions could be given the ‘termonst tag. Thiy mpor-
nnch:mu hulul ummmr inctividiuads I.mm Eocbea] r::
What's g

por u:nm!.lunm urli'fl-b\m beunedy 3 per cend. In
nearty every quse, the scoused are scqu itted os the prmsecu-
t.rnndshp\m-l.hurgmm mqullhl Im.w:r.ma
only after o fiue
s, AL thrnes, the trind begging several years ofter the wrest
Al these distressing factors make bail under UAPA
highly significant. In the indtant case, the cotrt
punched holes in the chargesheet, saying that there
werne no ressonakle m’mnds!.nmru‘iudo that the charge
of o of of ¥ hoble under the Act
was prima fcie true. The grant of bail is virtually o
warraing to the agencies that they should not misssethe
dreaded UAPA. Hopefully, tnvoking the contentious Act
at the drop of 8 hit will nolonger be the norm.

Astain onjustice
The farce of Ram Rahim's frequent furloughs

HE repeatid furloughs granted to Gurmest
Ram Rahim Singh, the convicted keader of
Dern Sacha Souda, highlight a troubling
pattern of lendency towards o man who has
bvisfy convicted of helnos eames. Over the
years, Rum Rahim has been granted multiple paroles
and fuloughs, mising serious questions sbout the
integrity of the judicial and political systems that
enable such decisions. Ram Rahim has been serving 30
yeurs in prison sinee 2017 for the rape of two fermale dis-
ciples and wis swarded Ufe sentence for the murder of
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Humanism on the Olympic scale

Mothers of champion athletes Arshad Nadeem and Neeraj Chopra belittle India-Pak hostility

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULID RIBEIROD

ORme the biggest
tkeawny fom  the
Paris  Olymples  waa
the wice of two
women — two mothe
ers, one an Indian and the other
o Pokistanl, Radiah Purveen,
whione son Arshasd Nad sem best.
ed our hero Neera) Chopo for
the gold in the mvelin throw, on
betryg informed that her son had
won the contest, s Neem) was
also her son and she would have
been equally happy if the nesult
had been the other way round.
‘That was a brave thing for o
mother 10 my But the other
woman, o, expressid pome-
thing stm lar Surgj Devi, Neer-
aj's mother, mid Arshad was
also hir son . Two mothers from
two neighbouring  countries,

GLORY: Javelin throwers Arshad Nadeem (right) and Neers) Chopea hisve given thedr nisions 5 il i cheer
about ahvead of their respective Independence Daya. m

muost certainly get there.
Purveen has invited Neemj 1o
her horme ot Mian Channu vil-
lngge kn Khanewal distr ctof Puk-
intand Punjob. Wil the govern-
ment of Puldstun ghve him o visa
i by dhoes necept the offer? That

i by ak Jed botder

and mutusl hostilly buill up
over T7 yeamn or a0, were nol
mwerely happy and proud of their
respective son’s performance o

importantly, exhibited a dignity
and gormce that andy wisdom and
Rentility can evoke

Arihad and Neeray have gven
their nations a lot to cheer about
ahead of their respective Inde
pendence Days, I common it
zena of the two perpetually war-
ring countries can unite and
drive some sense into the
thoiights and actions of thelr
rubers, poverty and misery —
which s presently the Jot of 4
secable proportion of their
respective population — can be
fought and conquered. Such a
tmnsformation may not result
in top positions in the comity of
nations but will certainly be
good enough to nssure oth of a
pluce ot thie high table. India,
with a stronger economy, would

s o million dollar question, very
difficult o anwwer,

Fukbtin's Ambasiador in
Romunia churing my tenure there
hod 8 schoolgoing doughter
whom 1 had met when my wife
arwl Twere invited for dinner at
thedr home, Thirty yeurs later, 1
recvived an emall from the girl
saving that she was employed in
a forelgn country where ihe mat
orsd married o Hindu colleague
[mem Inelin. They wanted tomeet
the paments of thelr spouses but
were fndimg it difficult to obtain
visas Could Thelp?

Twrote tothen External Affakrs
Minister Sushma Swaraj. She
wanan old acquaintance of mine
from my Punjab doys A gra-
dous lady, she replied the very
nexct dlay that she had instructed
her ministry o expedite the
process. | heard nothing about
that request thereafter, neither
from the minietry nor from my
young Pakistani friend.

Moving on o Bungldesh,

I commuon citizens of
the two perpetually
waring countries can
drivesome sense into
theirrulers, poverty
and misery can be
fought &conguered
p— =
miero-crechit wizand Muhammad
Yuarives, now tasked with the diffi-
cult task of running a govermy
maent in his native Land, knows
that his primuy task W to
reutrain the proclivities of the
religious extremists inlenl on
dhocimating the mimority Hine
tlus. He hosinchacted thr nepre-

i mterim ads

werous. The Nobel lwreate has
T worke cut out,

It ks emotonally gratifving to
hiimanists the world over that
when these extremists threat.
ened o destroy Hindu temples
and homes, the students who
propeled the ouster of India's
friend Haging took it upon
themselves to mount a vigil
and deployed volunteers to
defend the temples, homes
and shops from religion:
innpired vandalism

The student protesters of
Bangladesh alieged that Hasl-
T was an autocrat, a minor dic-
tator who fovoured her own
party operatives with johs in
the government. These ae os
prized i Bangladesh as they
are in ours, Government jobs
ensure security of tenure even
while the qualityof service ren.
dered is well below par.

Many commentators  from
h mentioned the dose

tration, probably to humour the
hotheads. [ doult if that will
work, Religious extromists of al
creeds are 8 mEnace inany coun:
try and the Bangladesh onen
i thernselves uncl d after

lrlulum between ther auntry
and Indis as & grouse aguinst
Hasina! That comment was not
well meetved in India Here, the
cormmon man's view has abvays
teen that Bangldeshis should

15 yearsaf Shelkth Hasing's rule.
That makes them doubly dan-

perpetunlly be behaolden W ndia
for helping them achieve inde-

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

pendence from Pakistan. Those
of us who harboured such mis-
ety expectitions knowkt-
ter o Liloe blood is thicker than
waler, relygon cun abo replaos
oo in the: Lelamic view of lifie
The Bangldesh mbroglio
presenls grave problems for
India. We wail and walch
Some intrepid Congress lead-
ers hove pointed to parallels
between what has happened
there to what is happening in
our country, They forget that i
resguires o popular upheaval of
the type that emanated from
students in Bangladesh to
foree any ruler’s hand. That s
niawhiere nesr the horizon here,
What ks eminently possble,
though, is that o resurgent
Opposition can and should
curb  sutocratie  tendencies
‘born of syeophancy and over
the-top imagination, The ten
dency to imprison  political
oppanents who refuse to defect
should be firmly opposed and
put to dumber. There was puib-
lic awareness already of such
measures  being  employed
which & more pugnacious
COp poaition can casily explait,
The lessons  learnt  from
Bungladesh will perforce have
been studied by our milers, They
have no option but learn there
from. If they neglect 1o do s,
they will do 80 a1 thelr own peril
The happenings are o very
chose o our doomtep thal lesons
from past history could hawe
been forgotte n but not thiy one.
The fallout of troubles in o
retghbouring country ore sure
i clestabih s settled positions in
numerous sphems of concem,
Insurngent groupa that operate in
the North-East will mgain try to
find safe havens in Bangladesh,
Just like they were able to do
before Flasing botted them up
IF that happens, it will be o
major headache, but not the
enly ane that could follow Hasi-
na's ouster, Another round of
migration by Hindus  from
Bangladeah is also o ponsibility
— unless Yunus can convinme
them to stay on by sssuring
them of thelr sufety.

Joumalist Ram Chander Chhatrapati, Hin release on
furloughs, especially around clection Umes, casts a
shadow over the impartiality of the justice system. The
sl recent furlough, o 20-day reloage shesd of the
Haryarma Assembly ehections, marks the 10th instance
of such lenlency, despite the gravity of his crimes

The Punjab and Horyana High Court's decision to
allow the Haryuna G discretion in
Ram Rabim fudough is deeply conoeming. A question
marke arises on how o government cowld grant ‘good con-
duet’ certificades to someone responsble for grave
alfences. The timing political L
espocia lly in view of Ram Rahim's significant influence
over i ke volerbase in Horvana, Punjeband Rijost han.
Hig soct has historionlly been courted by political parties,
raiing questions about whether fustion b belng eompro-
msa] fior electoral gaing The ders has o history of align-
ing with palitical perties, including open support for the
BJP during the 2014 Haryana Assembly polls

Thits kendency ks not just alegal kssue; it's omomd fulling
It servcls s clnnggerous messige that those with polition] con-
nections can ivacde ull justice, undermining the vietims'
sulfering and the mn:q:h aof ﬂ.nmﬁn muwmmqw
eopinlly woall f stastus A
ereribdty of our judicial system ad the public's futhin it

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAHIONE, FREDAY, AUGUST 15, 1924

Slandering a nation

IN mpite of the ingenious defence that has been st up by the
Anglo-lndion Press. we are constrained to sy that the Dacea
speech of Lord Lytton, which has caused o feeling of profound
inclignation in Bergal and, in fact, all over Inchia, does amount
o 4 libel both on the worn anhood and manhool of India. The
words of His Excellency — we hope our readers will fosgive us
for publishing this slander just once — ran as follows: “The
thing that has distressed me more than anything else gince [
came W India isto find that hatred of authority con drive Indi-
an men 1o induce Indian women to invent offences against
thelr own honour merely (o bring discredit upon Indian
policemen.” On the face of it this 18 a recial generalisstion
which is oven more offensive and inmilting than that in which
Lavwed G albowseel hiimsedf 1o indul ge in o Bumous comvocs-
tion speech against which Bengal recorded its protest by o
meeting in the Caleutta Town Hall presided over by De Rash
Behari Ghosh, If Lord Curzon impugned India’s standurd of
weracity, which i dear to her heart, Lord Lytton has gone one
better and impugned the honour of her women, which s still
dearer to her, It in all very well to say that his Excellency’s
remurkes do not refer to all Indian men and women. Of course,
they do not. But nelther did Loed Curzon say that the stasdard
ol verucity of every single Indian or Askatie wis inferior to that
of every single Europein. That, in fact, is not the way of the
racial generaliser ot all. He knows his business far oo well to
make w0 palpably olwious a mistake.

The universal brotherhood of man is our most precious possession. — Mk Twain

Shatabdi journeys
and fragile egos

Cirrrvan Sinaa Do

Shutabedi Expeess from New Delhi to Chand igarh make

for an interesting case study on the fragility of the
human ego, The trivellers typheally consit of the movwers
and shakers of the buresucracy, 'My Lords’ und kurfa-clad
tietas — not to forget lawyers and journalists,

Tt bafMes me that those who frame and execute policies,
supponedly shouldering a gigantic responsibility, find it
impossibbe to Ll their own bags, While the apex-level Bur-
rah Sahib’ from Punjab will tpically be accompanied by
his protecel stall, courtesy the Resident Commizsoner, the
more sell-ffcing munterpart from Haryana will manage
things by herself — without o whiff of arrogance. They will
walle past cach olher and may not exchange pleasniries,
even i they may be batchmates!

At the raiway platform, one con spot some officers, sporting
thekr colourful “ID aurds’, which have bocome more of o fshion
accemsory and an obwvious assertion of their sendority. Oconsion-
ally, one may spot o netrec b, still wearing the lal potta with
ther eacpared 10 cord dieftly fucierd nuice Uhe pockat,

Insile the coach, disheveled and voung oogeds are often
found muk inga quick dash for their coaches after helping sen -
hior achvoeutes resmove Uhekr block costsand grabling teir fles.
Thiservility in their by language i hand to mis

* Kewps the change!” the northern-sector auntie dismisies the
humble ooolie and quickly gathers her shopping haul from
Chanakys Mall and Khan Market. An entitlod memsahib and
ey badly behaved progeny; scoongsanied by their personal stadl,
enter Mo, A ver seat enpts, which
quickly eseulutes into an argument, but stops shor of a brawl,
“Phe stadlis summarnly mbulfed, and deserwsdly so, by the aun-
te, It tums out that the mesmsahid's ticket ks for the following
dlay! The helpless but snocty Lody is rescued after o speed dialto
W ruil mern bmalenge by o fellow trovelor who walks down the
atele, presimobly her hushand's hatehmiite.

My co-traveller is s aflible auntie from Karol Bagh. She isthe
epabsitesseritind liosymonatic Endiun aumtie you dont want to mess
with. And so, [ just cavesdiop on her juicy coony gossip. | gather
that the mreenu ot Mrs Chaclha's recent ity pusty was swill. Lat-
ef, over hot, cordamonm soentid cha, we get talking, She manages
only & smoltering dunrQu:-m‘: English but insists on cisrying
thwe comaT = v i that

In less than 15 minutes, she is Qipping out rixh os for me
from her phone. ‘Puttar, ot least have o book! She's fom LSR
(Lady Shri Ram Collegel, poart” she chimes, Alirmed, [ atecr
the conversution towards books, bt ber soquired taste fi Bt
erature leaves me untmpressed. And, before we realise, the
tmin chugs into Chandigarh, 1 humbly ask her W upgrade
from Shobhan D to Jackie Colling, of least

[ ASSENGERS onbourd the executiveclass conchof the

Ensure drains are not

With reference Tothe editorial “The sinking
feeling'; heavy rains have exposed the lack
of pre-paredness on the part of the civie b

the kin of the victims, And the perpetrator
is often let off despite the presence of
Ineriminating evidence against him, The
necd of the hour is 1o make sure that such

bes coreerned. Roads | , resklen:
tial and commercial areas bave been Inun-
dated  and many localities have been reeling
under power outages. The local civic offi-
clals’ fallure W blunt the mpact of raindall
has eaised grave ihconvenlence o resdenls
onel commulers, It is time for the authorities
concerned tocondue n audit toensure that
storm water drains and tanksare not clogged
up with debris und garbage or blocked by
encroachments. This could help prevent
fooding and recharge groundwoter and sur-
face storage. In order to minkmise the accu-
mulation of waber, we must improve the way
city roads are constructed and repaired.
BANIAY CHOPRA, MOHAL

With reference to 'Kolkata horrar’; doe-
tors across the country are on strike o
ol ge thedr protest against the brutal rape
and murder of o trainee medic ot o state-
run hospital in Kolkata. The ghastly inct:
dent throws the spotlight on the raks
from physical assoult st the hands of
patients 1o sexual abuse — that medicsl
professionals face every day. While the
prom pt response of the state government
is welcome, thete is o need Lo ensire that
the perpetrator s brought to justice, A
maoot question is; will the Kolkata horror
pave the way for much-needed reforms W
protect women from sexual violence?
GREGORY FERMANDES, MUMBAI

Patients bear brunt of strike

Refer 1o the editorial 'Kolkata horrot';
attacks on healtheare workers have become
increasingly common. From  physical
mssault to rape, doctors ore often at the
recelving end of abuse and violence, The
chilling murder of an on-duty dector ot o
government medical facility in Kolkata has
jolted the whole nation It has become
shundantly clear that stringent Liws to deal
with such heinous crimes are often not
enough to enaun: justice, Such cases drag
on dn court foryears, much to the dismoy of

cases are disposed of within a
fixed time frome. Begdes, the government
wuthorities must pay heed 1o the concerny
being ralsed by the protesting doctors so
that they call off the strike, which ls only
adding to the patients” plight

SUBHASH VD, NEW DELHI

No let-up in crimes against women
The horrendous rape and munder of o
tralnee doctor at o state-run hospital in
Kolkata bring back memories of the 2012
Nirbhaya cuse, But the most shocking part
of the eplsode s not the groesme nature of
the offenoe but that the act wis committed
on the premises of o government medieal
Factlity brimming with people st all dmes
Itis supposed o be a smie place for medical
professionals, patients and other visitors
Whut is the point of having stringent laws
i place there is no betup in such hetnous
crimes? It seems Bke criminals don’t even
fear the law, Did things get any better afler
the spine-chilling sexual assault on a young
nurse, Aruna Shanboug, st Mumbai's KEM
Hoapital decades ago? The answer is sdly
mn emphatic ‘no’. But hopefully, the
Kolkata horror will spur o positive change.

FAMESH K DHIMAN, CHANDIGARH

to changing times & climate
Refer to "Climate-resilient cropa’; such
crops, designed to withstand these chal-
lenges, can be the way forward, Aferall,
the changing monsoon patterns and
intengifying heatwaves sre not distant
threats. These are urgent crises that
need to be addressed on priceity. The
lnunch of several high-yielding, -
resilient crop varieties is welcome. How-
ever, the success of such endeavours
hinges heavily on o number of factors,
ranging from an effective outreach to
small-zcale farmers o scientific inputs
A collective effort, rooted in sclence, ia
essentinl toensuring food security in the
faew of ellmate change,
GAGANPREET SINGH, BY MAIL
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Will a ‘secular’ civil code
benefit a diverse India?

rime Ministers often put before the peopie the unfinished agenda of

thelr nation in thelr speeches from the Bed Fort on Independence Day,

Br Narendra Modi was no exception, v, he mentioned twe

important subjects. among others — the need for a “secular” clvil code
and wnen's safioty.

Article 44 of the Constitution. g part of the Directive Principles of State
Policy, states that “the state shall endeav nur :u secure the citizen a uniform
L‘l\llcm]emmughuul the territory of India™ the {_‘unmlmtlmwlm-
where makes it abundantly clear that it q'hn]] not be enforceable by a court
kaw. There was intense discussion in the Constituent Assembly on the need to
have a uniform civil code but handed the responsibility over to the coming
Eenerations o discussion forward and create an atmosphere when

BVErY oomminity Lﬁumfhhmnﬂuzhu;parlud'me]mrm)e But even while so
doing, rher“ | ol for pr i the identity

The Sanjch Parivar has besn on aniformity in ever of nation-
al life am%'w imposition of a m:ﬂl] conde ﬂl?sm\@yji'mthnd'
things. How much it reflects gﬁ nal I.un.n]" pﬂnﬁ:‘;ﬂuia the moat question, tuﬂltl.j'h

cotld in &l ity retum an answer in the

Itis a fact that the ;eputive. The uniform civil code introduced in

1 laws L khand by the BIP pevermment ls an exam-
and property rights ple where the adivasis or tribals have been given
in several

an excaption in the laws “related to marriage and
diverce, sucoassions, live-in relationships, mmd
communities do NOt  attrs ralated theretn”. There will be the deiand
reflect the for such exemptions in every state.
However, it s welcome that the Prime Minkster
has called for “widespread discussboms” on fhe
topie and called om all to come forward with their
democratic nation, Eg)d nions. The Prime Minister, while stating that
it “the present laws divide the country on reli-
immediate overhaul wious lines™ and that they have “no place in o mod-
em society”, wants & “seculsr civil code” to
replace them., The tone of Mr Modl's Exhul'tm:lun 18 hit different from what II:
tismed to be. It s for the first time Mr Modi, or for that matter any national polit
ical leader, refiars to a "secular” civil code. It s a fact that the succession
mnd property rights i several communities do not reflect the character nt‘s
miedbern secular democratic nation, and they need immediate overhaul. i the
Prime Minister means and initintes a discussion, it will be welcome.
If the whole talk 1= meant to halp the BIP overcomse the reverses. It just suffered
in the Lok S8abha elections and win the ensuing Assembly elections in several
states, then it is unlikely to make much headway.

The Prime Minlster reflocted the coneerns most of his fellow drl.mnn nham
when be talked about women's safety, It &8 an area where t e has
Cuiled to make the progress it should have and ensoved that the \wmn m}uyud
st beast o share of the rights thelr counterparts in developed nations did. This
is also a subject that ealls for better laws and efficlent implementation aside
from honest discussions on the part of the people. If India were to become a
develaped natkom by 2047 as Mr i) :lresms it would be, then this is & topic
the governmest and Indian seclety minst assiduously work on.

Rules of sport need empathy

‘nidia‘s medal tuJ]y will stay at o total of six with one silver and five bronze

and the Tlsd place among 05 nat that teolk part b the Paris Olrm.plc't.

With the ert of Arbitration for Sport dismissing Vinesh Phogat's plen for

m shared silver medal in the 50 kg wrestling event. Indis will have to be con-

tent with its on-field performance of medals that came in at coe bess than in the
Tuolye Olympics and without a gold.

I-Imlug taken Vinesh Phogat's case to heart after the athlete failad by 0 mere
100 grarms to weigh in under 50 kg, this may come as a cruel disappointment to
sentimental sports funs in millions. But rules are rules, and any exceptinns
made can only lead to more athletes bumg allowed to mxut dmm pnmeut,nr]'_v
when the weight Limits are and not a subj

The Indian Olympic Association is mnklng  case that the slrlngaeu: weight
rules come down ton an marginal discrepancies ond this could impact
mthletes' careers ns well as affect their mental well-baing, While there may be
& more empathetic way of dealing with such differences on two succeasive
days of weighing-in, they must be Iaid down in the riles as allowances to be

The maore valld argument s that the case of an athlete like Phogst, who is not
the only one to have been affocted by weight regulations, still merits consider-
mtion for a silver as she had 1u11nndl.o Figght the final after weighing in below
50 kg on the day of the semifinal event.

It enn be argued that 8 subseguent disqualification shoukd not strip an ath-
lete wha had qualified for o medal. It would have achleved samething for the

ﬂ(ll’hﬂg fraternity if the Phogat case keads to a prospective change in reguls-
tans that will b I'EIDN! wmpndmic townris athlates wha nse no unfair means
In campetition to kes) ir wedght clissificat]

To pursue this any Lhm legally would be pnlntl.esa The 10A would do bat-
e to :amﬁsign for a change in rules so that athletes do not suffer such hoart-
breaks, Tl it of sporting excellence calls for great dedication and
framers of rules should recognise that.

Vinesh Phogat would, of eotrse, remain a champion in everyone's estims-
tlan and a heroine for millions of sportspecple for standing up for the security
from sexual exploitation of young athletes, both girls and . in spart.
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Bhopinder
Singh

roflected
the L’Jﬂ!aﬁ&m indin..ln

The implosion in
Bangladesh puts
spotlight on the
Andamans’ role

hacL non-udgmet

naad\yn:nmwmdﬂh
Road kmtmmmu endear
imio it wnknmjng

15 the workl's cond

B D of ghatial

Tﬁ Imlu-[‘ml:tdﬂc ion it
e&%émm ot of glosal GIP
arl hosts sevea M’ﬂgrwrlﬂ'n largest mili-

We ARE STiLL
STRUGGLING FOR,
FREEDOM FROM
PREDATORY

Managing disasters: Why

d Ata Hasnain

hsn 0 ml.u.g1
B X
timate  as
pirations
such as the
Ena] of becoming a $5 tril-
nn economy in the very
near firlure, with the i
trillson mark seemingly not
wery far away, 15 ko good
ti b awnee of the impact of
that progressive achieve
ment on anclety, the envi
ranment and  infrastruc:
ture, While Indin could
uplift 0 couple of m:lhun
peaple from pove J
enhanee the quality of Life of
the middle class with s
development spenda, there
arm £nﬂmﬁ affects In
the form of the impact of
such development on soci

pabilic for better mitigation.

rts have pone on in a
tmn!hmxtm\al way to
semftise the public with

revlutionary ramnes
Iiie the National School
Safety Programme, which
covers #8M0 schoots in &
districts spread over 22
states falling In seismic mae
IV & V' with the aim te sen:
sitise chiliven and the

sal In the second paint,
which directs that from o
tmple household fo an

* or éven a nation state,
risk eoverage must be for
Akl This kneludes the nse of
technalogy, deployment of
human respurces or mes-

schoal an disas-
ter preparedness nnd safoty
mEAsLIes.

A marked impetus from
214 orwards witnessed the
current government mik-

same briel structural
changns at the NOMA. Yot,
what ls still alusive ls wide-
e about s

sune af
agenda scores heavil
vnﬂ: 1]|L- third point, uhlc?;
nceords ipmificance to pen
der semsitivity as it s

P focused a Jat an sclence

uster nsk mdl.x‘l.im H.II!RA

ty, This bs s especially if it
Is unplanned
1 Nowhare 15 the
lmpm:lrnh mare than in the
domain of disaster risk.
Threa jor  disasters
wiich oost us & cumulntive
50,000 Hves were the Odisha
supop-cyelone in 1460, the

mi in 2004 Thay mgu!rev.l
the puthbreaking MNational
Disaster Management Act
of Decerber 2005, which
oo up for revienw in the leg-

islature. Under i, the
Mathonal isnater
Management  Authority

mnm\n wis set up along
with similar badies ot the
state and district levels, The
Prims Minister become the
MOMA's choirman. Siace
them, the hanedkin &g‘ dl:as
ter manggement (DM} in 4

way has been

annnpuhgpu’ggm. The big
change thut ocourred was
thn! thn comeept of DM,

wan all n.lr.lug
wspnnmml; has adapt-
o o proactive approach of
prevention, mitigation aned
preparedness. It's an umfoe
tunate  observation  that
despite the government’s
clear forus on ensuring
dwareness about disaster
risks, there is hardly sy
big shift towards hetter
learning and  knowledge
management Bmong  the

ching and strategic oe-
Husmvu' sl

Inelin e Hhistan — it follows

this should actually hecame
o mantra for human exis-
tenece. In this conmbext, one of
the mast transformational
messines undertnken by
the leadership has been the
codifying of majoe DM con-
cerns threagh what s called
the Prime Minister's Ten-
Point  Agenda for DRR.
Prajected for the firt time
at the Asian Ministerizl
Comderence on DRE (AMC-
DRRy m06 by  Prime
Minister Narendra Mosdi,
the code spells out cove con-
cerns and acts as o chiecklist
reminder far disaster mon-
agers while remainir
Imstrument for the
tom of all stakeholders amd
communities likely to be
most affeeted by disasters.
The cod's simplicity makes
it extremely  Intelligible
aven to persans; hence
the need fo use this as o
prime source of knowledge

ment 1o make [

iR the subjects of gen-

L. et it
weroration,

The first polnt hi ts
that every \‘Ez &g‘“ﬂ-‘
taor must imbl DRR,
fmplying that i a rond,
bridge or railway line is
vconatructed, the potential
tisaster risks must be klen-
tifled and steps to newtralise
these must be taken. The
Intention becomes univer-

o in evatving
the agendn. Risk nmglu.
whu.hnm then be
In presentable form, nesds
b e clomee o all arens. espe-
clally those prone to urhan
Noading, 8 phenomenan
which is fast dwelling on
even LMI am;ﬂ]ur r:}:]kﬁad"mz
agenda ored thit
Hon of Eelghnulopm. 'lpgt
NOMA keeps itself open bt
all times for SMESs and star-
tups with niche techmobs-
phes, who can hedp enhanee
the effectivences of mm. In
ﬂm Wnysnn:l tray 5-,

with capa-

I:.Ilmr for suelace survail

lince fiar survivors and desp

search by sensors far martal

remiing was attemped for
first thme,

While the agends adva-
cates the use of the social
medin s well as other
media for knowledge profif-
eration, and networking of
universities, the domain of
DRE does not yet carry an
aurn of dive necesity. 1n
due course, predi
will bevome & mauch nnug.h!
after areq as almaost every
activity of human existence
wiill have ta cater fior numer-

ncies, The ris
Z Tightming-relad hé i
nd deaths by drowming bs
btselfl & cowse for worry.
Mitigathon can be achived
by botter awareness as early
warnings nre technically

rapid awareness is vital

avatlable for lghtming hae
ards. Drowning due to baat-
relnted and swimming soct-
dents {average [E.000 %m
year) are by avnddable
again, through basic life-
saving measures such as life
jackets and safety rafts even
an couniry boats -
ries.  Enhanced puh]Jl:
knowledge will budld

sure an all the local admin
istrative badies fr the bet-

ter management of risk.

The government must be
complimented for tmking
forward the etahth polnt nﬂ
the agenda: “bailding lncal
capacity ", EEM!mJIﬂ]\ 1|npl.3l
ing community resdiness
for response. The “Aapdn
Mitra" {Friends in Disaster)
scheme has trained L0000
sble—:_umed mtﬁ"mg:!u‘-ﬁ
&0 districts, nl ul
with hasic skills aﬂ mgul'p
mient fo enable exploitation
af the “golden hour" princi:
ple of early resparse.

The ninth paint demands
the need for ensuring docu-
mentatian of the lessons
froams each disaster and act-
ing upan them. The repati-
‘thom of mistakes {s sucrilepe
because lives remain at
stake, Onee aguin, public
awnreness will also lead to
mfministrative presaure for
effertive impdementation.

The tenth and lst issue in
the mantra ks the nuunsa)lv
for ol

LETT!
HINDENBURG MESS

It is quite inexplicable why
the BJP is adopting a pro-
tective stance agalnst the
accusations made by the
Hindenburg reports against
the Adanl Group. Making a
case against the Opposition
as anti-natlonal is strange
and accusations that It |s
creating financial anarchy
unwarranted. It is a financial
tangle which only experts of
the domain will be able to
unravel. Therefore, even the
JPC will not be competent
encugh to get to the bottom
of the matter. Why the Adani
Group s refusing to file a
defamation sult in the US s
susplcious. Perhaps, they are
afraid it would open up
another can of worms.
Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

BAIL AND UMAR

BECENTLY, the Bupreme Court has
ruled that courts cannot decline hail,
even under the special anti-terror law
UAPA, once the sccused shows prima
focke innocence, The guestion is
whethier this ruling would beapplied to
Umar Khalid, who has been in jail
since his arrest under UAPA on
SEplembe‘ 1, zem. Hu ImIJ p'hzs has
heen A doeit-

bl
Is mn:munll I.a tm.'
this through u;u';-ll ’
all times to laanch sp-o-
cialised forces It NIRF,
The Japon, Nepal and
Turkey disasters are all
recent exumples which
enhunced India's interna-
i .

The common refrain s
l]ntdmznmfbmtlmm.
but not far' “us", The day
anyane s canght in the mid:
die of o devastating disaster
Is the day when he or she
will rue why could
nat act on sorly warnings
ﬂntﬂwsulimlmmgulu\
Iy give. The time for alers.
mess to disaster risk s upon
e, and m depenids on
how sertously you take it
for your sake wad for the
sake of your family and
loved anes.

The writer, a metived
Uettenant-geviernl fsa
former GOC of the

Sring
18 ("Chiar"} Corps. He is
anlse a mresber of|
igastar
Management Authority,

ta count

T
o assert tseld,

el
wmmh»mmmmmmmmrw
de contiguity from the Chinese

‘maislan has cre

mnuelhesm. Tefuasin ﬂwchheuenfer infavear
af Indka on the Teesta

mentary on him hns shnm: his eontro-
versial speech in Muharashtra in 2120
I its entirety. There, he is said to have
urged the peoplt to use Gandhinn
means in Ihﬁ new citizenship
lows, That m 1 eould have
fnced the L‘APA Imdhe sil!] been alive,

Sujit De
Kolkata

WHY RG KAR RAPE

MANY PEOPLE have protested as to why
the RG Kar gangrape-murder has sparliod
g0 much outrage while those of dalis and
HIIII' o not. The reasans are not hard to

it. This was the murder of a high-alue
doctor fallowing torture by n gang of

were found at v h‘rm@u:nthermnd
ber body inﬂug in the other direction,
After she was murdesed, the college prin-
cipal tried to pass her death as & suickle

nnd, when evidence of rape was founsl
I.'J.nmeﬁ the victim. All this makes her
case pxceptional and wgent, sparcking the

Pnes Chattarj
[=:]
Kolkata

Serviees Comomand and all its furtore poasibilities,
The fubled Chinpse "string af pearks™ port praject

111! Cliinese pnlm nebition and
‘wirts Bangladesh stemmed sinificantly hn

the same objective, Chlﬂnmummﬂnel
(sbout isses 1ike human
;ﬁm‘ ]nﬂufﬂmnmm‘.iﬂmluﬂ l:ll:!nrﬂh'ms—
pursestrings (with lm:utm ILke H‘! Belt
ucnath

l'haninmtha
helmme

mmm%mndlnﬁm
whrrEnts new suitors with change. The
change of niling partles in distant Male, Kath-

tandu, Nm)yllnw and even Colombo cin tri
el Besljinag. st

tractions towsl

where there s

ilamintal barriers o mﬁmmmpﬁlhn—

ated o buffer from the nsuilly introsive
Secomd, Bangladesh on towards a “ml
powes” with relative socko

afforded it certain strategic 1mhpemlmm -
abigment. In fact, i regulary mupeﬂng
wwmmlml:zdmthn‘ townrds fts own sdvan:
tapeoas position. Baylllmnlnalhmwlm
nsmkmmur.linem mdzqmmdm by with
China 8= a rare status for & nation at the functure of
Seuth and Scatheast Asia, alang the grest trade
arteries in the ndian Ocean.

Last year, Bunglidesh released a vision paper on
thee I Pacific thet had sought to “uphald the e

clltafhednu\dmu‘] averflight, in ac-
oardance w nmﬂhwnnﬂmrmﬂm"

lm o secure s cammitted footprint for ts infls-

ilitary-industrial mnph" i & country

mlli\'e chokepoints and sea rottes

|.ll the Indo-Pacific. A doomsday picture of China's

“Malacos Dideming" ireferring to Beljing’s seafir.

img af 10 per cent of its eml‘gw trade supptics
througl

y nurrow Malacea ts) {4 un umres
alved nightmars for Balfing. While the Chinese
}u\rr'heen whle to assert themselves IW‘%!L?

South China Seas and even in -
bantots Lbu Maldives, Gwadar
(Pakistan) to even Djiboatl, the vast axpanse of the
Hay of Benpal remains sans un&mug Chimese

W urmiirs of Chinesa

TUTL] hmreilmmnu'n])pm'

This .nEIulh:m tio the Dnited its regional
the Low of the Saa (UNCLOG), wﬂhuﬂsulxul‘bing Mpuvm‘hl] ﬂ{e it nf the
mﬂmupec]ﬂ.chmagemmafsi ntg- mmh n[rhe Straits — the Andaman and
proaches pountries, e — fhat serves g5 a deterring o even.
preferetice. "Ihﬂmtpe ﬂlﬁnmxy" "k:ll.-chnnm' autpost. 1is strategie position within

preferences. So. without i clear tilt hilml!wmr lhn
Chinese continued 'lletIng‘ with BRI i

tvas. Fﬁvhwnﬁu! louns {for 14 pao]

10 billion) and hul.l.ﬂing the rge:;p\mhclaed
Portma Bridg, elevating velationship
te a1 bewel :dﬁmmmhmnlw strafeElc cooperative

atrikin ﬁmm’mmmﬂumum
ﬁﬂﬂ Id that threstens the Chinese
[ Thmﬂnmuulngicaihe!lhrlhnﬂhhme
s ben te secure some ground in Eahil e
ritorfal contral to challengs the Indian threat snss-
nating from the Andaman s Micobar Tri

bt mﬂtiﬂﬂ! pumrﬂbwllhnnl 1
i v
mgawaymm& + E
mbdme: mnr}mﬁorﬂhhm mnuhn—
turers {ufer Pakistan), tndulﬂnga ﬂ ] bl.ilinneun-
truct for the first Hax hase in

Mhﬂ'iumdmmﬂruhnmuwm
and the Chinese are to the drawlng board,
thiough less ancioasly thin New Dethi. All this un-

the i pe of the -
ﬂnzwhm perms
fresh reimaginmi
nmlll l!mh‘fu darsueﬂglm B lick their respee-
&S
e wounds, Port %1

The writer {s & retived lieufesant: annd
Torper Meistemsnd-



