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Razing impunity
Supreme Cowrt’s intervention may end
arbitrary and targeted demolitions

emolition of property as a punitive mea-
sure against alleged offenders amounts
o wilful subversion of the rule of law,
The bulldozer has emerged as a symbol of the
state’s eagerness to inflict collective punishment
in recent times, Many such demaolitions, cheered
on one side by Hindutva proponents and passed
off as removal of encroachments on the other by
the government machinery, demonstrated a pat-
tern in which a spell of communal tension was
followed by the deployment of bulldozers and ex-
cavators. The Supreme Court of India has now
ventured to put anend to this culiure of impunity
by laying down enforceable guidelines and direc-
tioms o prevent demolition of homes and build-
ings without following due process, The verdict
addresses issues that arose from the spurt in de-
molitions, beginning with Khargone in Madbhya
Pradesh and Jahangirpuri in Delhi in 2022, and
several other places over the last two years, The
Bench has recognised the obvious link berween
the fact that these homes and buildings belonged
to those accused of offences that ook place im-
mediately before the demolition drive. It has
ruled that this has a bearing on the rule of law
and on the principle of separation of powers, as
any such punitive use of the law against those ac-
cused or guilty of a crime amounts to executive
authorities taking over a penal function. It also
underpinned its order on the right o sheler,
which stands breached, as the practice often un-
Iy targets family members of those allegedly
imvolved,

The process laid down by the Bench of Justices
B.R. Gavai and KV, Viswanathan rightly seeks o
ensure public accessibility of details regarding
such demolitions and aims 1o prevent unscrupu-
lous officials from backdating notices to create
the impression that they were merely following
up on previous eviction notices. The order calls
for 15 days’ notice, served on the owner by regis-
tered post, containing details of the viokations as
well as the grounds for the action to be aken, A
personal hearing, a reasoned order and an in-
spection report signed by witnesses have also
been made mandatory, The authorities should
designate a digital portal within three months,
where these notices, replies and orders will be
wploaded, What is sdditionally significant is that
the Court has decided to make officials accounta-

A 2024 election result that leaves many astounded

the process by which demuagogues
come o pﬂwnr in free and fair
only b
establish tyrannical rule, ‘Thl. process is
straightforward, and we have now just watched it
play out.” — Jason Stanley, “The End of US
Democracy Was All Too Predictable’.

India and the United States, two of the world's
maost prominent democracies, are facing
significant challenges, India, despite being the
most populous democracy, struggles with
systemic issues that hinder its ability v function
Fairly and freely,

Om the other hand, the LS., the maost
Prosy its citizens
lifie, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, but still
grapples with isswes of race, religion, gender, and
sexual orientation that undermine the true spirit
of democracy. The recent LS, presidential
election has dearly exposed demoeracy's
wulnerabilities, sparking concerns about its
effectiveness when voters choose leaders with
tainted records,

‘ ‘ ince Plato's Republic 2,300 years
s ago, philosophers have understood

and

Breaking down the voter demographic
Donald Trump's polarising personality may have
captured the headlines, but it is the American
electorate that has propelled him to victory,
According to Pew Research Center, white voters
without a bachelor's degree were more likely 1o
associate with the Republican Party, with 63%
identifying as Republicans, In comparison, 33%
wonild align with the Democratic Party, This
educational divide has become more pronounced
over the past two decades, with white voters
withouwt & college degree favouring the
Republican Party and those with a college degree
maoving toward the Democratic Party.

Mr, Trump's 2024 presidential campaign
wisibly resonated with millions, securing him
another term in office. This outcome can be
attribisted to several factors, including his ability
of creating a multi-ethnic working class coalition,
which proved successtul as he made strides
among Latinos and African-Americans, especially
men. This raises important questions about the
walues and the priorities of the American people,
and whether they are willing o overlook Mr,
Trump’s controversies in favour of his palicy

g

Thie stakes of the 2024 LS, election could not
be higher, especially its make-or-break moment
for American democracy, Trump’s return to
power has sent jitters across the globe, and for
good reason, Many countries are amxdous about
the potential implications of his presidency,

icularly when it comes to international

ble for any violations, effectively ing at-
tempts 1o back notices, The order exempis
necessary demaolition of encroachments such as
those on waterbodies, railway lines and public
spaces from th seess, It s now up to the local
body authorities to both adhere to the guidelines
and ensure compliance, leaving linle scope for
politically motivated and communally targeted
demaolitions,

.
Saving doctors
Lives of medical professionals should
not be at risk from patients
v inlence, like poetry, is often the spanta-

neous overflow of powerful feelings; but,
unlike poetry, it is always ugly and, in
most cases, seli-destructive, While violence
against members of the medical is

n.-]atlunsmd ghabal stability. Within the U,
non-white minorities, legal settlers,
African-Americans, and undooumented
immigrants are bracing themselves for the impact
of hard right-wing policies driven by nationalise
sentiment. The uncertainty surrounding the
citizenship status of newbom children is a
significant concern. The potential consequences

"

%

G

Shelley Walia

taught Cisftural
Theory at Panjab
University,
Chandigarh

Donald Trump's
rlse to
prominence
highlighes a
democratic flaw
the absence
of a sockally
aware and
Informed
electorate that
focuses on the
greater good

of his presidency on global relations, domestic
paolicy, and marginalised communities are indeed
significant.

Authoritarian rise

Moreover, we are witnessing a disturbing global
trend where even robust democracies are
buckling under authoritarian pressure. Hungary,
once a beacon of democratic success in the
post-Communist world, has evolved into the
European Union's sole absolutism in just over a
deeade. Countries such as Turkey, lsrael, or
South Asian democracies have seen authoritarian
rise over the years; 37 out of 104
democracies worldwide have experienced
significant relapse since 2016, The red flags are
clear; wearing sway of democratic institutions,
manipulation of information, and the rise of
acrimonious politics, Experts warn that
democratic decline is often incremental, with
autoeratic leaders exploiting democratic
institutions to consolidate power.

Bertram Gross, a former presidential adviser,
ominously warned, “As 1look at America today, [
am ot adraid to say that | am afraid.” His concern
stems from America's alarming drift towands
authoritarianism, fuelled by a deeply divided and
distracted citizenry, The “Deep State” strategists
have subtly erected the framework for tyranny,
leveraging militarised Liw enforcement and
bureavcratic red tapism. This alarming drift has
persisted across the last five decades, outdoing
party lines, Though this renders the resident of
the White House relatively insignificant, there is a
growing concern about the potential
consequences of Mr, Trump's return,

Given his past actions, campaign promises,
and the Supreme Court's decisions effectively
granting him legal immunity, many fear his
administration would target liberal democracy's
core principles without any culpability. The
Republican Party, the Senate, the House of
Representatives and the judiciary are now in his
firm grigs, thereby cementing a G.O.P. trifecta,
This could lead o a concentration of power and
diminished checks on Mr. Trump's actions. The
question to ask is: Will the U5, follow Hungary's
path, or will it fined a way to strengthen its
democratic foundations? The 2024 election,
which seemed to be a pivotal moment in
determining the answer, has left many astounded
by the result.

Mr. Trump's statements and policy documents,

inclhuding Project 2025, reveal a systematic plan of

A demagogue o transform the government into
an extension of his personal will, ermulating the
authoritarian apE'(nchul‘ Hungarian leader
Viktor Orbén. A key proposal is the revival of Mr.
Trump's Schedule F order, which would allow the
firing of about 50,000 career civil servants,
undermining the merit-based civil service system.
This move would grant Me: Trump
unprecedented control over the bureaucracy,
enabling him to replace nonpartisan civil servants
with loyalists, The stakes are high, as politicising
the civil service would hinder essential
government functions that millions rely on,

thereby paving the way for autocracy, His plans
would degrade federal employment, and
potentially lead to bullying tactics by hounding
the minorities that he has throughoue
dehumanised or ruthlessly penalised those who
have been his antagonists. With Mr, Tramp's
team prepared o implement these changes
swiltly, the consequences for democracy and the
civil service are alarming,

A message for the democratic world
As is obwious from the election outcome, Mr,
Trump's enduring grip en the American right is a
phenomenon that has puszled observers for
nearly a decade, Despite the turmaoil and the
controversy surrounding his firse term,
culminating in his refusal to concede the 2020
election, Mr. Trump remained a formidable force
throughowt the current election, His unwavering
appeal can be attributed to various factors,
including his unapologetic stance an kiy Muus
His has ia
“return” to fossil fuel dominance, ph.@n;, [
boost oil and natral gas production, and roll
back emvironmental regulations, This is broadly
appreciated by voters seeking energy,
independence and job creation,

To improve democracy's effectiveness, it is
essential to address challenges and ensure that
demoeratic governments prioritise citizens'
wellare, equality, and accountability, The 2024
S, presidential election, particularly the Trump
campaign, highlights his divisive rhetoric and
policies that seem to have resonated with a
specific demographic: disgruntled,
underemployed or unemployed, and
undereducated white mabes who feel threatened
by immigration and societal shifts. Mr. Trump's
popularity reveals a desire amaong many
Americans for a homogeneous world order
rooted in whiteness, bigotry, misogyny, and
heterosexuality, Despite his pomposity, be has
tapped into deep-seated anxieties and
frustrations amang certain segments of the
population. His message of economic
nationalism, immigration reform, and an
“America First" rhetoric has struck a chord with
many wiho fieel left behind by globalisation and
cultural shifts. A political landscape driven by
contentious magnilogquence has led many o feel
that democracy under him will Fail to deliver on
its promise of inclusivity, equality, and protection
for all citizens, regardless of race, cobour, gender,
or creed.

Domald Trump's rise to prominence exposes a
concerning truth: many voters, particularly the
mindless uneducated lot, may not fully
understand the responsibilities of democratic
citizenship or the risks of electing an unqualified
leader, thereby emphasising that democracy as
an idea might be Hawed. This highlights the need
for a socially aware and civically informed
electorate, willing to look beyond personal biases
and prioritise the greater good. | e the
American public saw the importance of reining in
their runaway government, reclaiming their
freedoms, and restoring justice in America,

Leverage similarity,

n November 1617, 2024, Prime Minister
0 Narendra Modi visits Nigeria, Africa’s

muost populous country and second
largest economy. Though on his first visit to that
country, he may still find it familiar: from Airtel 1o
Bajaj, Bollywood to Cipla and TVS o Tata, India is

not new, more recently, cases have been rising
with an eerie regularity. The recent case from Ta-
mil Nadu where a doctor was stabbed multiple

15 in Nigeria. Thanks to a shared
Commuonwealth legacy and similar challenges,
ll\e rwo muli-ethnic, linge developing

times by a patient's relative was and
chilling, Baluji Jegunnathan, an encologist at the
State-run Kalaignar Centenary Super Specialty
Hospital (KCSSH), was stabbed by Vignesh, a
young man whaose mother was undergoing treat-
ment for Hodgkin lymphoma, in the hospital,
Contrary to initial media reports that the artack
was perpetrated in a fit of rage, the et that Vig-
mesh browght a knife to a hospital makes it clear
that it was | ditated. Notably, the patient, his
mither, and her family had been counselled

Face identical issues: improved
povernance, socio-economic development,
terrorism and corruption. At the same time, they
have complementarity in such strategic areas as
hydrocarbons, defence, institution building,
hezalth care and education. Leveraging this miliew
of similarity and complementarity can caapult
thie Abuja Summit from “successful™ w *historic”,
Substantive assets on the ground are available
for this endeavour, There are more than 150
Indlan companies with footprints in Nigeria with
estimated at $27 billion, With

about the possible side effects of the -
py that she was undergoing. She had also been
admitted in a couple of private hospitals, but Vig:
nesh had discharged her against medical advice,
bringing her back to the KCSSH. He was furious
about the treatment given to his mother, since
her lungs had been affected as a result of the che-
motherapy, and lashed out at the docvor, holding
him responsible for his mother's suffering. The
lifie of Dr. Balaji, who was on blood thinners for a
previous cardiac condition, was saved only be-
cause he was in a super specialty medical institu-
tion where top surgeons serve, and therefore
with access to the best care,

Violence on health-care professionals is as ab-
horrent as is negligence on their part. In a ques-
tiom of life and death, inflamed passions are pos-
sible, but it cannot be tolerated when frustration
and fear of an impending decline in health or
death lead o acts of violence against those who
implement the treatment, 1t is important for
tors to display a good bedside manner, explaining
o the patients and their family about the possibbe
outcomes of treating a disease, In this case, nota-
bly, even this was communicated at all hospitals
the patient had been in. While doctors struck
work for a day in protest in the State, memories
of the recent R.G. Kar rape and munder of a
young doctor have compounded unrest among
them, While human emaotions uncer stress fll in
the zone of the un)
deterrence in health-care institutions - baggage
seanners, COTY monitoring, security checks, the
obwious presence of security personnel - is the
only way of ensuring that doctors remain safe,

¥

rdictable, the presence of

bilateral trade at §7.9 billion, India is Nigeria's
second largest trading partner. Nearly 50,000
Inclians in Nigeria, the largest Ovibo (non-African)
group in the country are well regarded for their
bow profile, professionalism and integrity.
Nigerians flock to India for tade, medical
treatment and education.

India's hard and soft power in Nigeria might
book impressive, but it has lost ground over the
past decade. The biluteral trade is half its peak a
decade ago when India was Nigeria's largest
trading partmer. Despite being the top buyer of
Nigerian crude, India has no upstream assets
there, There are multiple reasons behind this
stagnancy. To begin with, a more effective and

ive framework is tor
bdl.dll.ral renewal and upgrad.lm, thm‘ugh frequent
contacts, The Prime Minister's visit takes place
after I7 years and the last meeting of the bilateral
Joint commission, this year, was after 13 years,
Nigeria is o big and important a partner for
Indlia to channel its d.wt'_rlrmnm assistance
multilaterally through the African Union, India
also needs o better leverage the local Indian
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complementarity in Nigeria

diaspora, Nigeria's second-largest employer, The
two vibrant private sectors should be better
empowered through a platform, preferably with
financial and underpinning. With foresight and a
Judicious mix of ambition and sensitivity, India
and Nigeria can forge a win-win synergy,

Migeria, which is l.um.ntly facing several
economic and security headwinds, is erhng for
friends such as India help. Since coming to
power in 2023, President Bola Tinubu has acted
with political courage. Unlike most of his
predecessons who merely kicked the can of
worms down the road, he has confronted

equipped to help Nigeria through a
comprehensive package of defence supplics,
training, and remote sensing. This can, in tum,
boost India's defence exports and revive bilateral
defence ties epitomised by seven Nigerian
Presidents since independence in 1960 being
trained in India as defence officers.

An equally urgent Nigerian requirement would
b to seek India’s help for economic stabilisation
as it faces a critical foreign exchange shorage,
India could best do so through some strategic
initiatives such as parmerships for upstream
hydrocarbons and infrastructure, a bilateral

long-standing national The

taken inchude withdrawing petroleum subsicies
costing $10 billion anmually, freeing the national
currency, the Naira, of controls (leading to a steep
depreciation and 32% annual inflation), and
dismissing several functionaries including the
Central Bank Governor, Head of Secret Service
and military brass, These have upended the
economy and caused public disaffection. In a
recent speech, President Tinubu defended these
st measures as necessary for national
rejuvenation and assured the public that the
WEITSE Was over.

Where India could help

Despite the current eco-political conundrum,
Nigeria retains its long-term attractiveness for
Irdin as & major hydrocarbon supplier, o large
market with physical and social infrastructure
deficit, and growth potential. While its
occasionally stained reputation calls for due
diligence and caution, macro-economic
management is quite competent and the
sovereign commitments are upheld,

The Nigerian leadership has high expectations
from the Modi visit, Among its top concerns is
upgrading its defence and security services to
meet the terrorism and economic anarchy-related
challenges such as Boko Haram, oil bunkering,
Gulf of Guinea piracy, and a turbulent
neighbourhood, Having overcome similar
challenges at home, India is well experienced and

economic partnership agreement
and Jaq;u financial facilitation thry lines of
credit and barter arrangements. India can
provice the Nigerian requirements of petroleum
products, I’(md.'slulﬁ (rice, wheat, ml]kpn’wdtrﬂ
natural gas umw.-mm Kits, textiles and J.,unncnu
agriculural inputs, and pewer equipment. The
possibility of rupee-based trade can also be put
on the thle, Other complementarities o be
leveraged would include importing palm oil,
hides and skins, ginger, and Gum Arabic, Such
maoves would arrest the 29.7% year-on-year
decline in India's exports in 200324 1o $3.6
billion. Moreover, it would help locate other
drivers for bilateral trade as India now buys less
Nigerian crude, Though less tangible, India's
services exports in areas such as Information
Technology (IT) and I'Tenabled services, banking,
financial services and insurance, health care,
skilling and education also deserve support.

Half a millennium of shared history

A less-known but interesting historical snippet is
about the first direct bilateral contact, A hazy
legend traces it to the arrival around 1500 AD of
Baba Ghor, a gem merchant from Kano (now in
northern Nigeria) who setthed down in Ratanpur
in Gujarat, He is still revered as a saint and for
devising a method to polish agate stones. We
need a similar impes oday to make the natural
bilateral ties more Justrous,

LETTERS TO THE ED
A halt to ‘bulldozer justice
Though belated, it is
appreciable that the
Supreme Court of India has
banned the draconian
‘bulldozer form of justice’

R

Cne wonders why the
judiciary waited for so long
and even after reasonable
thinking people raised a
hue and cry over such
brutality [Page 1, "SC puts

brakes on 'bulldozer
cultwre," Movember 14).
Tharclus §, Fernande,

bulldezer raj was a byword
for lawdessness and
anarchy, When Chief

Chennal Ministers behave like feudal
|ords, it strikes at the root of
The much heralded democracy and trivialises

the criminal justice system,
Abdul Assis PA.,
Kandassankadav, Herala

Haspital incident

The incident in Chennai,

where a doctor was
stabbed, shows the many
dangers staff face, Security
checks should be i place.
5, Sankaranarayanan,
Chennal
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Should India continue to boycott cricket in Pakistan?

| PARLEY |

st Saturday, the Board of Control for
st i India (BCCH officlally
communicated to the Internitional
ricket Council (ICC) s decision o not
send a team for the 2025 100 Champlons Trophy
1o b heldd in Pakistan from February 19 to March
&, Global cricket is returning to Pakistan for the
fiest time In nearly three deeades, and the nation
Tuanel hoped that India would make the wrip across
the border. But despite being assured of
fosolprool security and given a cholee of venues,
as well as the slight goodwill generated from
External Atfairs Minister 5, Jaishankar's journey
o Iskimabad last month for the Shanghai
l.u peration Organisation’s Councll of Hewds of
sovernment meeting, ndia has decided not o
travel. The BOCT prefers a hybeid model under
which Incia will play all s matches outside
Pakistan, an idea that the host is irmly against.
Shoubd India continue to boyeot cricket in
DPakdstan? Sharda Ugra and Sunil Yajuman
diseuss the question in o conversation
moderated by N, Sudarshan, Edited excerpis:

Should India have travelled to Pakistan for
the Champions Trophy, especially given that
akistan visited India for the World Cup in
20237

Sharda Ugra: It would have been great if the
peatire was reciprocated, bul ‘India versus
Malelstan’ bs rarely about sporting logle or
fairness, Political events overtake even the best

of intentiol keting tes between the
WO CE ured and the Indian
cricke [ishment treated Pakistan ina
hostile manner at the 2023 World Cup. But even

i all these [Incldents) had not been there,
political events have abways caught up, and that
18 what has happened.

Sunil Yajaman: Probably they |Indian team]
should have tried [to go to Pakistan), especially
sinee Pakistan teavelled to Indla, Somewhene we
Tave to keep some thes golng and sport has to be
above politics. But iFit is a security issue, [would
not comment on that. Indis is ready o play
Maledstan elsewhere, right? Ata neutral venue?
Palkistan also came here, So it s definitely not
about not wanting to have sporting ties,

Pakistan did not host any international
cricket for 10 years after the terrorist attack
on the Sl Lankan team in 2008, But since
then, Australin, England, Sri Lanka, New
Zealand have all visited Pakistan, 1s India
Justified in seeking an exemption?

S 1 bon't know inowhist context India has

Sachin Tendullar and Mavjat Singh Sidbu cross for s quick single as the:
bvwberr, Anglb Joved, looks on during a quarterfingl match bBetween India and
Pakistan in the 1906 Cricket World Cup, In Bangabore, vy seisHis

refiased to travel [to Pakistan], IF it bs just abowt
security, it is best left to the two governments.
But atherwise, sports should go on, India even
played the Davis Cup in Pakistan early this year
|February | after G0 years, These are contests
between the two countries, yes, but within the
realm of sports. In all fadrness, we should have
nothing to do with politics,

Tt would be unfair to compare India's
relattonship with Paklstan with the thes other
countries have with the country, But
somewhere, we could hive tried, There was a lot
of seepticlsm ahead of the Davis Cup too, But
ultkmately, it went off well,

SU: Coneerns about security are fr if the BCCI
hac dealt with all the other lssues in o calm and
logieal manner. But Tam afraid we are beyond
hat stage of talking. What is missing in this
space s actually the Indian ericket board's
ability to deal with the Pakistan ericket board in
the spirit of fraternity and wanting the best for
ericket. You can't help it i politles catches up,
bt it bs o sense of fellow fecling that is absent, It
18 a position that India cannot bring iself w take
for peasons beyond ericket.

India co-hosted the 1996 World Cup with
Pakistan and Sri Lanka and the final was
played in Lahore...

I 1996, a jodnt IndiaPakistan X1 played
atch [ahead of the World Cup]. 1t was not like
there were no wars, no hostility, and no political
pressure before, That sense of belonging to the
same space has disappeared. 1t feels like they
|Indian cricket establishment| are bigger than
that and their money ks bigger than that.

India travelled to Pakistan for the Davis Cup
(rennis), and Pakistan came to India for the

Allthe other teams, be it tennds or blind

e el 1o Pak aceept that
for ericketers o ravel Is diferent: they are
Diggzer International stars and the stal ©
Tiggher, So, possibly, there s security fear. Bue
the sentiment should be the same wowards all
SpHrts,

SLUNIL YAIAMAN

SAFF Cup (football) kst year, Is it falr for
different sports to have different rules?

8¥: All the other teams, be it tennds or blind
cricket, are golng [to Pakistan). T acoept that for
cricketers to el s different: they are bigger
nternational sears and the stakes are higher. So,
possibly, there is security fear, But | feel that the
sentiment should be the same towards all sports.,

SU: Cricket has become emotional currency in
boths countries. In Inclia, it is amplified - how we
present the sport, talk about it, Jook at it en TV,
andl also how it s commentated on. Why will
they [ericket establishment | dial down on thae if
it fetches TRPS and ad revenue?

Ii s hypoeriifeal to see other teams travelling
cross the border, But look at the environmen
thst has been built around “India versus
Pakistan’. It bus been made impossible to treat
cricket as o sport,

s it possible to not let geopolitical tensions
percolate into the sporting arena? And when
they do, to what extent can you limit it?

SU: 1t s not in owr power o allow or disallow
this, We have o accept it, simply because of the
two countries' history, The only way it can get
betier Is i you disconnect erleket from hyper
mationalism, but how is that golng o happen if e
s the biggest sport in both countries?

Abeut this lybeid model that s being spoken
about... Hieel it ks a great ddea, Obndously,
Pakistan is agitated, but nobody is saying lets
find o way to play’. At one point, we had Saory
Canguly and Rambz Raja, two Test captains,
Beacling their cricket boards, but we didn’t hear
of any attempt to at least find a newtral ground
andl play. That ks sad.

Mr. Yajaman, how was your experience
travelling to Pakistan for the Davis Cup?

8¥1 We were welcomed and Pakistan went out of

Bt weay to ensure that we were safe and
comfortable, Hats off to them. For me, it was the
secand time in Pakistan, The first was in 2008

fiar two weeks of the ITF women's tournament,
‘When we were there, the Mumbal terror attacks
happened. But we never felt any threat, In fict,
pecple were quite sympathetic, [am tulking
about the general public and those in the lennks
circles, So, this time, when we hind to travel to
Islaenabuad, I was absolutely fine because 1 know
that the people are nice there. The securlty we
got was unprecedemted. They announced that
we were like State guests, One of the main
mmma Pakistan did that was to convey to India,
can take eare of you. Please come and play
here', They wene so happy. Outside the tennis
courts, players such as Alsame-ul-Hag Qureshi
and oar players are great friends

Do you feel the athletes, despite the
fe, are no longer
this grand saga?

8% The players will feel that loss of
camaraderie, They would bove to go to each
others' countries and spend dme outside the
feld and have some fun. Players lile Vieat Kohli
and M5, Dhonl... Everybody in Pakistan talks
about them. They are probably as popular as the
Pakistan players.

Moving ferward, it would be good for the two
countries [to restart thes] in musle, sports, and
arts, But [ would re-emphasise that if the
gevernment feels there ks o securiiy threat, then
it ds different, But it will be great to continue
sparting ties. Will India not travelling o Pakistan
helps that?

Ina fantastic co-incidence, the Indian men's
team has met Pakistan in every Champions
Trophy, World T20, and 0D World Cup from
2013, The tie s a major money-spinner for
1CC, In a scenario where the custodian
of the sport has a genuine financlal interest
in o India-Pakistan fixture, can it be
expected to nct impartially?

SU: T eall it “Group Cooking', In the FIFA World
Cup, there s no compulsory match betwee
Brazll and Argenting, eight? Here it s e 'no,
our money will collapse®. Then maybe the
marketing department is not working properly
becmase the sport is terrific amd there is alent
everywhere, [tis o very b sporting contest, But
can we make ita bevel plagdng Beld? All that
ericket talks about is ‘it generated so much
muoney and revenue’. This demeans the actual
sporting contest, The 10C doesn’t seem to have
the admindstrative bandwidth o think "what if
an Incla-Pakisian match doesn't happen? What
are the numbers we are looking at?* Will people
stop watching the World Cup it India and
Pakistan de ot play eac her? It bs ke the 1CC
I I o baed relationship; it has been abused by
India-Pakistan and it cannot find a way out.

The contrast between the U.S. and
India on counting day

NOTEROOK

The Indian meodel of providing elec

Srinivasan Ramani

onald Trump has returmned o
I) power in the United States fol-

lowing a decisive win in both the
popular vote and electoral college vote in
the presidential elections, This emphatic
win made it easy for journalists to cover
the results. It was chear falrly early during
the counting process that Mr, Trump was
podrg o win the eleetion and also sweep
the “swing States'.

This s in marked contrast to the 2020
election, which was full of controversies,
both manufae tured and
ing number of Americans cast their bal-
lots before voting day in that election,
held during the COVIDAS pandemie; this
stretched the counting process by days,
Mr, Trump lost, but refused o concede
the election to Joe Biden, The results
weere much closer than what the opinlon
polls had anticipated, The slow counting
ed the coverge.

In the US., on counting day, data Is
provided by the news agency, Assoclated
Trress (AF), and a few others, This means
that the result s "ealled” by media out-
lets, which estimate the chances of a can:

il

the U,

momibtors bmplementation of campaign fi-
nance laws and the conduct of federal
elections, i does not provide lve electo-
ral cvta, This s either collated by a
ches such as AT, and released to sub
ers vin an Application Programming
Interfince, or i provided by each respec
tive State, mostly by their Secretaries of

State,

This is unlike the process in India,
where the Election Commission of India
(ECT) prowvhdes live counting data for each
constituency, whether Assembly or par.
lamentary, Media outlets, especially tele:
vision journalists, also use agencies or
thelr own reporiers to provide informa.
tion om trends from counting centres
wever, these are not always accurite,
slower and steadier trends thit trickle in

(4]}
K

Commission works much betre

trends across
While U5, ne

A stagger

anyone to use. The
“deep-dive data’

i hig
sults are announced
rraide avails
a State based on trends

lsslon

voting data In a

Hoe | efficlent manner.

froen the ECIwebsite, which are authenti-
cated by polling agents ot eounting
centres, ghve media outlets and the
al public a clear picture on electoral
trends. The structured manner in which
the ECI presents its results also helps me-
dia outhets and data enthusiasts, such as
those in The Hindu, to parse that informa.
thon and present it separately with more
granular information, This includes, for
nstance, data en rural and urban voting
.

s agencies and media
outhets are effickent in presenting results,
the situation in India is different: the in-
Formation is not available o only a select
Few outlets, and is collsted and displayed
in a structured mann

i1 also presents
for instance, informa:
tion from polling booths on how voters
choose thelr candbdates,
Assembly segment-wise
mentary constituencies, While this infor-
mation ks uploaded onio the websiie after
it can take o fow weeks after re
the fact that it is
b b useful for sochal schen- h
tists and journalists to analyse the results
even further, long after the excitement
over eleetions dies down,

For o clata journalist, the Indkan model
of providing electoral results via a public
authority works much better than the
Amerbean one. In recent years, the ECI
has received a lot of flak for various is
sues, such as the robustness of the Elec
tronde Voting Machines (an overblown
controversy), the patchy implementation
of the Model Code of Conduct (a legiti-
it exithelsm), thie dilatlon of the voting
proocess in some States (univoldable in a
Few cases), and the relative lixity in regu-
Litlng eampalgn expenditure (which is
becoming a problem), But what must be
appreciated by publicly minded people
i Drnchian s tht thae ECT releases structured
sparent, dmely, and

srdniveasan vriihehindu.co.n

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
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the ECI for

also provides
ata for parlia-

Paying homage to the sun god

Dovotees offer prayers an the banks of the Ganga at Digha Ghat on the last day of the Chhath Pula, In Patna, Chlath Puja |5 8 four-day festhal Inwhich devetees warship the sun,
Itis wildliely celetrated inBihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradech, and parts of Nepal, i

FIFTY YEARS AGOD NOVEMBER 15, 1974

Arafat’s call in UN. for
Palestinian State

Unitied Natboris, Now, 14: Mr., Yasser Arafat, the
head of the Palestine Liberation Organisation,
making an extracrdinary appearance before
the UN General Assembly yesterday, ealled for
the creation of a single democratic Palestinkn
State where the Christians, Muskims and Jews
e live in peace, justice and equality.
Alternately acting and speaking like a

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mm

statesman as well as o guerrilla beader, the
Ad-year-old Palestinian warned, “1 hiove come
bearing an alive branch and a freedom
fighters' gun. Do not let the obive branch fall
from my hand."

Hlee saricl that o fifth West Asian war, the
possibility of which has been talked about
shree the Arab and lseaeli positons hardened,
I the wake of the Rabat summits naming of
the PLO as the spokesman of the Palestinians,
mghit end in o nuclear holoeaust,

Hee sl o wis fmperalist and
riscist amd war at like South Africa, srael
oy could b suspended from the UN General
Assemnbly.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGOD NOVEMBER 15, 1924
Japan supports China

Geneva, Now, B The upshaot of today's proceeds
of the Oplum Conference Is that China emerges
wnseathed, thowgh the debate will be resumed
LOTOETOW,

Thee essential featare of the French
convention for the control of the sile of opium is
the number of places of sale, prohibitlon of sale
tor miner, non-inerease in the numbser of opium
dens, prohibition of trafhc and vigorous
suppression of smigggling.

Al
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The discovery of insulin and
the ‘Flame of Hope’

Fredrick Bantings birth anniversary is observed as World Diabetes Day on November 14 every vear as a tribute to the history behind the

discovery of insulin, one of medicine’s greatest breakthrough: the eternal Flame of Hope burns in Canada to honour Bantings achievement

L. Aravinda

n human physiology, the endocrine

glands act by releasing chemical
messengers called hormones, They
are produced in extraordinarily
small guantities, ranging from 10 to 10
grams. They travel thmuﬁh e
bloodstream to influence distant organs
and tissues guiding bodily functions,
Nervous and endocrine systems carry out
a common mandate: to transmit the
brain's instructions to peripheral organs
and tissues. Unlike the nervous system,
which operates through a network of
neurons, the endocrine system executes
the brain's orders across the body without
an anatomical network,

The pancreas holds a unique position
as both an endocrine and exocrine organ.
1t plays an important role in managing
blood sugar levels through insulin.

Sir Fredrick Banting’s birth anniversary
is observed as World Diabetes Day on
November 14 every vear as a tribute to the
history behind the discovery of insulin -
one of medicine's greatest breakthroughes,

Type 1 DM

Type 1 diabetes mellitus (TIDM) is an
autoimmune disease where the immune
systemn attacks insulin-beta cells in the
pancreas, leading to high blood sugar
resulting from insulin deficiency. Unlike
type 2 DM, which is common in adules,
TIDM often atfects children and young
adults. Globally, around 9 million people
have TIDM. The incidence in India is 4.9
per 1,00,00 annually, per the information
from PIB in 2022, The sxact cause
remains unknown, but genetic and
environmental factors, including viral
infections, are suspected.

Humans were fighting this illness tll
the last century without a due. Symptoms
of diabetes like, excessive thirst, frequent
wrination, and *sweet urine”, were found
in all major civilisations. It was not until
the mid-1%th century that meaningful
progress began to decrypt the mystery. In
1869, Paul Langerhans discovered
specialised clusters of cells within the
pancreas — later known as the “ilets of
Langerhans™ - and discovered the
endocrine role in this organ.

In 1889, German physiologists Oskar
Minkowski and Joseph von Merin
experimented by surgically removing the
pancreas from a healthy dog to investigate
its role in digestion. Post-surgery, they
observed that the dog developed
symptoms characteristic of diabetes,
notably, elevated blood sugar levels and
the presence of sugar in the urine. This
experiment established a direct link
between the pancreas and blood sugar
regulation. Despite these insights,
between 1890 and 1920, several
researchers tried, with many unsuccessful
attempis, to discover the pancreas's role
in diabetes.

Climax at the University of Toromto

serving as an orthopaedic surgeon
in the First World War, Frederick Banting
returned to Canada as a war veteran.
Driven to pursue research, he
approached John Macleod, head of the
physiclogy department at the University
of Toranto, in 1920, with the idea of
identifying the pancreatic secretion
responsible for carbohydrate metabolism.
Maclead, though hesitant, provided
laboratory space and assigned Charles
Best, a medical student, to assist him,
Together, Banting and Best conducted
experiments on dogs, leading to the
successiul isolation of insulin from the
isbets of Langerhans.

v

Insulin Is not a cure but a treatment, allowing people with diabetes to lve near-narmal lves. GETTY MAGES

James Collip, a biochemist, played
another important role in the practical
application of insulin therapy. [n 1921, he
joined Banting and Best at the university.
While Banting and Best had successfully
extracted insulin, their preparations were
impure and caused adverse reactions in
patients. Collip developed a method for
purifying insulin, removing toxic
impurities, and ensuring its safety and
efficacy, as the insulin was prepared
muostly from dogs and cows. This was
crucial as without Collip’s efforts, insulin
could not have been administered to
patients, and Banting's discovery might
have remained theoretical.

On January 11, 1922, Leonard
Thompson, a M-year-old boy with
diabetes, became the first person to
receive an injection of insulin.
Unfortunately, the initial extract was
impure, leading to an allergic reaction
and minimal reduction in blood glucose
levels, Recognising the need for
improvement, Collip refined the
purification process, producing a more
potent and safer insulin extract. A second
injection on January 23, 1922, resulted ina
significant drop in blood glucose without
adwverse effects, marking a milestone for
humanity. In 1923, the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine was awarded to
Frederick Banting and John Macleod for
discovering insulin, in a rare instance of
the prize being granted so soon after

Svmptoms of diabetes, like
excessive thirst, frequent
urination, and “sweet urine’,
were found in all major
civilisations; but humans were
lighting this illness till the
Last century without a clue

discovery, Madeod provided Banting with
Laboratory space and assigned an

cases increased since then, it became
clear that a more efficient method was
essential. Enter recombinant DNA
technology in the 1980s: scientists
developed a method to insert the human
insulin gene into Escherichia coli bacteria
using plasmids - small DNA molecules
capable of self-replication. This approach
enabled bacteria to produce large
quantities of insulin identical to that made
by human bodies, The recombinant
process allowed for mass production to

assistant. However, the award sparked keep up with the demand.
controversy as Banting felt that Best, who
had been instrumental in the research, Flame of Hope

deserved recognition instead of Macleod.
Conversely, Macleod believed Collip, who
refined the insulin extraction process,
deserved credit. In response, Banting
shared half of his Nobel Prize money with
Best, and Macleod did the same with
Collip. Decades later, the Nobel
Committee acknowledged the oversight in
not including Best, expressing regret for
his exclusion from the original award.
Despite these conflicts, Banting, Best,
Macleod, and Collip got to share their
prize money among themsebves. In a
remarkahble gesture, Banting sold the
patent rights to the University of Toronts
For just §1, ensuring that insulin could be

In 1989, Queen Elizabeth kindled the
Flame of Hope in Sir Frederick G. Banting
Square, London, Ontario, Canada, to
honour Banting’s discovery of insulin.
This eternal flame stands as a hope for
millions affected by diabetes worldwide,
representing the commitment to contime
research until a definitive cure is found.
The flame will remain lit until a cure is
discovered. As we consider Banting’s
legacy, we realise that insulin is not a cure
but a treatment, allowing people with
diabetes to live near-normal lives. His
spirits might be happier when the flame
of hope is extinguished after discovering a

cure,

produced widely and remain Lahly
Collip’s extraction technigues to purify

insulin were viable for human use but not

scalable for mass production. As diabetes

(D . inda is an ic and public
health physician. The views expressed are
personal.
aravindoaitmsgrik@hotmailcomp

Pharmacists issue caution over online platform for drug delivery

R. Sujatha

A recent move to deliver
medicines through a food
delivery platform in Bengaluru
has raised concerns of patient
safety. While pharmacists are
vociferously objecting to the
miove, even doctors are catious,

The announcement has been
met with stiff resistance from
chemists and druggists”
associations. They are flagging
several issues, including
violation of laws governing their
trade. Chemists and doctors say
the government must take a call
on palicies to gmu:n'l operation
of online pha

The Tamil Na:lu Churusu and
Druggists Association president
5. A. Ramesh says such 2 move
violates the Drugs and Cosmetics

a

Chermists and dodtons say the govemment mist take a call an palicies ta govem

aperation of online pharmacies. ISTOCKFHOTD

Act 1940, As per the Rules,
medicine should be dispensed
by a qualified pharmacist after
verification of the prescription,
e points out.

"W are against online sale of

drugs. 1t is not as simple as

»

decades and will ensure their He flags concerns such as
wellbeing. The pharmacists role | displacement of thousands of
is to instruct the patient on the people employed in medical
method of taking the drug. We shops and abuse and misuse of
check for the authenticity of the prescription drugs without
prescription before dispensinga | consulting a doctor.
drug. In the case of such onling On the flip side, online
platforms, how do we know if a pharmacies would make drugs
pharmacist is dispensing the cheaper as the medicine will be
T = prescribed drug in the right directly distributed from the
— dosage," he asks. company. Also, drugs that are
o "'d"'_-‘ i Abul Hassan, president of the | not available in the city can be
& Tamil Nadu chapter of the procured online, helping
Indian Medical Assoviation, says | patients, he points out.
adrawback is lack of quality He cites the United Kingdom's
control of online pharmacies. muodel that requires a patient to
Ibuying groceries. We are talking At present the drug upload the prescription toa
about life-saving medicines. The | controller can pick up samples centralised system. "Once the
corporates are using this as a randomly from a pharmacy for drugs are issued the prescription
commercial exercise, which is quality checks, preventing becomes invalid. A similar policy
wrong,” he argues. “The chances of spurious drags guideline would help in our
neighbourhood pharmacist entering the market,” he country,” he says.
knows the family for several explains. (sujatha.ridthehindu.codn)

-
Wetghtlifting has been associated with bullding
muscles, but its benefits are far more GETTY IMAGES

The science
behind health
benefits of
heavy lifting

Nanditha

Weightlifting is not just for bodybuilders
or athletes; it is a powerful form of
exercise for everyone. From
strengthening bones and muscles to
preventing chronic diseases and
improving mental health, weightlifting
offers benefits that reach far beyond the
Eym.

For years, exercise was almost
synonymous with candiovascular
activities like running, cyding, and
swimming. But in recent decades,
weightlifting or strength training has
gained popularity, not only as a path o
muscle strength but also as a powerful
tool for long-term health.

Beyond muscles
Weightlifting has long been associated
with building muscles, but its benefits
reach far beyond aesthetics or physical
strength. According to research from the
Jjournal Preventive Medicine, weightlifting
improves multiple aspects of physical
health, making it a top contender for
longterm wellness.
Here is how it impacts the human
body: bone and muscle health, One of the
most impressive benefits of weightlifting
is its effect on bone health, With age,
there tends to be a decline in bone

Weightlifting or strength
training has gained popularity,

not only as a path to muscle
strex but also as a powerful

tool for long-term healih

mineral density (BMD), leading to
asteoporosis, higher risk of fractures, and
related mobility issues. Weightlifting
could provide a powerful solution for this.
Mechanical stress through weighe lifting is
said to increase BMD. This process is
particularly valuable for older adults, to
avoid the natural dectine in bone density
and strength. Furthermore, there is also a
dedine in muscle mass with age, termed
as sarcopenia. Sarcopenia can have
detrimental effects on metabolic health
and physical Atness. Weightlifting helps to
build muscle mass and prevent
sarcopenia, even in the elderly.

It also has metabolic benefits, helping
with weight management, While aerobic
exereise is known to bumn calories during
the activity, weightlifting offers a unique
metabolic advantage. After a weightlifting
session, the body continues to bum
calories even at rest, a phenomenon
known as et eXErCise OxyEen
consumption”. Building muscle also
supports a higher resting metabolic rate,
This effect helps with long-term weight
management as well.

Believe it or not, weightlifting actually
prevents joint injury, by strengthening the
muscles around the joints, When muscle
strength improves, it stabilises joints,
reducing the likelihood of strains, sprains,
and other injuries that often occur due to
weak muscles and poor joint support. For
athletes, people with
physically-demanding jobs, or amyone
looking to stay active even in later life, the
joint-protective benefits of weightlifting
are invaluable.

(Dr: Nanditha is director and diabetologist
af A. Ramachandran's Diabetes Hospitals,
Chernai. She was also the gold medalist at
the Chennai District Powerlifting event,
2021, drnanditha.arun@gmail.com)

For feedback and supgestions
for 'Sclence’, please wite o
sclence@ nelu.co.dm with the
subject ‘Dally page"
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

€ R Sosikumar

The BCCT's decision to not send the cricket team to Pakistan for Champions Trophy raises a
question: Should the political acrimony between the two countries impact sporting ties?

Cricket & violence
don’t go together

India’s stance is consistent — as long as there is
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, there cannot be a
business-as-usual approach elsewhere

SYED ATA HASNAIN

these circumstances, would be an incor-
rect indicator of the internal security
situation and the legitimacy of the gov-
ernment which has come to power by
illegal suppression of the opposition. IF
India, suffering the travails of Pakistan's
sponsorship of cross-border terror,
is itself willing to re-establish sporting
ties with it there would be no grounds

for toname

Play in Pakistan. It
weakens terror

This can only be achieved with reopening closed
doors of cricket, cinema, trade and thousands of
years of socio-spiritual fraternity

SUDHEENDRA KULKARNI

GIVEN THE NATIONWIDE love for the
game, India should play cricket anywhere
and everywhere. As someone who em-
ployed cricket as a peace-making instru-
ment in Kashmir through the organisa-
tion of the Kashmir Fremier League (KPL)
in 2011 and 2012, | retain confidence in
the game's "beyond sports”™ credentials,
KPL was all about restoring dignity and
pride to the people of Kashmir once the
situation came under control there. We
were not building bridges but rather ce-
menting relationships and trust.

S, if someone uses this analogy to
suggest that cricket and the love for it
among the people of India and Pakistan
«can make it an instrument of peace be-
tween our two nations, would | be
tempted to fall for it? The answer is, not
really. Because even while the people of
the bwo nations have no real problem
with each other, there is the looming
presence in Pakistan of a deeper-than-
most deep state. Its multiple layers bead
to a grey zone with threat perceptions
difficult to realistically estimate — peace
and hostility may depend on the time
of the day.

The ICC Champions Trophy 2025
(DDI) is being hosted by
Pakistan from Febroary
19 to March 9 next year.

and shame it.

Maming and shaming Pakistan for its
support for terror has been India’s con-
stant endeavour and it has often suc-
ceeded but not always. Pakistan would
get big power endorsement if [ndia is

“SPORT FOR PEACE" has been a motto of the
Olympic movement since its inception in
1894, The history of the Olympic Truce in the
ninth century BC tells us that it was used by
the warring kings in Greece to allow peace-

seenas
bilateral relationship. Even External
Affairs Minister 5 Jaishankar while at
Islamabad last month, exercised full cau-
tion with his statements and body lan-
guage, Displaying e:(ccllr:nt d!ph:l!llitl(
skills, he

ful oo among athletes as a substi-
tute for the actual conflict. By also allowing
participation by spectators in the sporting
contests, the kings implicithy conceded that
people — that is, non-athletes — also have
an important contribution to make in end-

by his presence which was purely a re-
spaonsibility towards SCO.
The Pakistan gover mvmt will obwi-

ing ilities, enhancing mutual goodwill
and promoting peace.

Sadly, when it comes to the cricketing
contest berwcen India and Pakistan, spon

oushy not take kindly to | yasal to
let the ICC allow it to follow the same old
hybrid approach. It would seek a ban on
lndla hur for the fact that it |s aware that
cricket which allows it to rule the roost,
Pakistan agreeing to the Indian proposal
would be tantamount to an admission
that the security situation is not entirely
under the government’s control. [t prob-
ably fears that more nations may then
wish to alsoopt for a combination of ven-

oM an

touring to Pakistan.

But is it right to conclude from this that
India should sever all its cricketing links with
Pakistan? No. As a matter of fact, India con-
timued o play cricket with Pakistan even af-
ter the 1993 terror attacks on Mumbai and
the attack on Parliament in 2001, to cite just
two of the most gruesome instances of
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, Test series
were played on both Pakistani and Indian
snils with the blessings of prime ministers
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and ingh

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The sobution lies in strice adherence to the Paris Agreements L5°C arget through
immidiate, coordinated action. Time is running out, and every fraction of a

degree matters.”

— DAWN, PAKISTAN

Ratan Tata, Nano,
MIT & IIT

Beitacar's shortcomings or finding
technological solutions for social
change, how Tata helped uslearn

CHINTAN VAISHNAV

ITWAS En\'RL\' 212 when Raun Tata en-
gaged with f

Ratan Tata's desire was to take the MIT
Tata Center template and create a sister
centre at IIT Bombay, which came into ex-
istence in 2014, Today, both experiments
have created a template for teaching how
to, one, deeply understand the challenges
of resource-constrained environments;
two, research them rigorously and arrive
arascalable solution, whether technology
or policy; and three, create a practical
implementation plan.

Tngetl\m' these centres have trained
over 37 from 15 differ-

Tedlnuiugy (MIT), repeating his famous
confiession: “When we made Tata Nano, we.
produced an affordable car but we failed to
understand the consumer.” His higger

ent disciplines, who have taken on prob-
lems in the areas of healthcare, education,
water, agriculture, housing, energy, and en-
vironment, and have performcd some 3

point was that a typical engi or man- Fiebd wark Their

ager is not cqulppcd to think about the wuu'k has resulted in more than 100 top
limited environ- and 1

ments and building solutions for them, He You might ask, where are these solu-

‘wanted tochange that. tions? Expectedly, somse have reached the

By Septemnber 2012, the MITTataCenter — market but most others are still on their

EerTvchnuIngyandDeslgnwascstamed way. While we have turned this journey

¢ h-

ing, scence, and schoolsto based sol of a sci-

i ence, man:ymtu'\cm:kthcwdc for tak-

SOLNCE-PO0r ¢ d (| Q\E!r we
solutions for them, TIwJuumey tlur fol- i

lowwed was not as easy as cle for i ideas, fn:lmpmb

Emmr_lnanen“mnmm Iﬂe:MU'du'em- Iommlmpactcanralmadccadcmmm

phasis of any g his to Consider Thej

stay at the global cumngedge and advance
one’s field of study, This meant that, even
though we wanted the graduate students
‘who received the Tata Center Fellowship

Takachar, the startup that won du: ml]lmn
dollar Earth Prize for converting agricul-
‘tural waste into biochar (hio fertiliser), has
had numerous twists and urns in terms of

to wiork on socially-relevant
their research could not be less igorous
than those who were working on more

the market to the fi-
naldesign, tweaks in the business model,
am:l 50000, Thls was even after they had

theoretical, classic

d a rigorous lab-level control

F i i igour  ower the technology imolved — tormefac-
i ionin i i degrad-

‘what and how wcraughLAssudL topre-  ingorganic material.
search universities have a well Takachar icultural
structure to enable students to find good ~ waste into pallets uscd for cooking. It
research questions from literature andan- — tumed out, however, that densifying waste

swer them with rigorous research, What
mostdon't yet have is the ability to imoke
such questions from the field, that too

ook a lot of energy and was costly, People
were not willing to pay for it as they had a
substitute like firewood available,

Maoreover, collectil ingagri-

ahout Tesource-poor
Consequently, we had to create a curncu-

cultural waste was a bogistical nightmare,

lum that placed as much on
learning from the field as on learning from
library research and lab experiments. The
result ted.

The two teams have played even after
Narendra Modi became prime minister, al-
beit in third countries such as the UAE and
5ri Lanka, This demolishes the conclusion

Learnmg dmp)y from resource-poor

After much wtatiomn, they found
that if one could closely control the com-
bustion process, there would be a byprod-
uct that could be used as fertiliser that had
much higher value for the farmer.

Njective
funcuon of one's u‘scan:h altogether.
Cnnsduthnswmp‘lc J\sndcmw‘]ww&

that “termor and cricket cannot go toge

‘What about the uﬂmcﬂndumn that i n
is unsafe for the Indian team to play in
Pakistan? Well, the government of Fakistan
has made concerted - and successful - ef-
forts to convince I0C members that it is safe
to play Test, 001 and T20 series on Pakistani
soil. In recent years, Pakistan has hosted
teams from Australia, Bangladesh, England,
New Zealand, South Africa, Sri Lanka, and
the West Indies. Spectators have obviously
loved this because it is a mat-

the The Indian tap-
parently believes that neither athletes nor
non-athletes have any role to play in Indo-
Pak peace-building. This is the only mean-
ing that can be derived from its decision —
conveyed by the Board of Control for Cricket
in India [BCCI) to the International Cricket
Council {)CC) — that the Indian cricket tram
would not be allowed to travel to Pakistan
to participate in the eight-nation Champions
Trophy early next year.

ues —some in Pakistan,
to reduce the exposure of their teams.
There is nothing wrong if
that were to happen be-
cause the truth would

this decision, al-
though not yet officially speltout, run along
familiar lines, Pakistan con-
tinues to be a sponsor of ter-
rorist activities in India,

terof national pride for a nation that is itself
a major cricketing nation. Therefore, India
cannot advance the “safety” argument to
b its decision not to let i

across the border for the Champions Trophy.
With Pakistan's national honour itself at
stake, its government will surely make re-
doubled efforts to ensure the safety and se-
curity of all the participating teams, If the
BCCI insists on moving the Cl i

inreducing
ber systems, was sent to Mumbai after re-
ceiving the Tata Fellowship to “hang out™
‘with the municipal corporation crew that
foec leaky water pipes, just so he could un-
derstand it first-hand. Everyday, he woke
up, gotinto his jurmpsuit, and travelled with
the crew to fix pipes. After about three
months, when he returned to MIT, he de-

by, if the unit that performed
such controlled combustion could be
towed to the farm, the solution would be-
come much more affordable and decen-
tralised, thereby avoiding the umdable step
of having to transport the waste.

Such journeys go beyond the bound-
aries of a university. ﬂmy take placeinin-
cubators, ace and at
times in working with more established
enterprises. Very few pockets of the world
are building the ecosystem necessary for

l at orkon
reducing water leakage. At first, we were
alarmed, thinking three months of invest-
ment in him were lost. What he told us,

such processe
platforms is what we owe to Ratan Tata.
Al said, nomatter how one kooks at the

T onecannot but salute

though, pening: “If | hy
pothetically Ixnng the lcakam tozeroina
city already experiencing water shortage,

Ratan Tata for accepting i T
learning from them, and committi;
building a new chaptcr so desperately

the poonest of poor may have no all

because their only source of water is ﬂ\c
| Sorather

want towork on addressing puuhlcmtrur

arise because of it like the i

needed by
education; Leaming from communities be-
fare we solve for them.

sick.”

Trophy ga Dubai, and if Paki
down the demand, the only option left for
India would be o boycort
the competition. Jingoists
might hail this as their vic-

Only three venues are be-
ing used for the 15
matches being played —
Lahore, Karachi and
Rawalpindi. India has
asked for a change from
Lahore to Dubai for all its
matches as the Indian
government does not
wantour team playing in
Pakistan, The ICC earlier
accepted the hybrid
model underwhich India
played Pakistan in multi-
nation tournaments onky
but in a third country.

India’s policy continues
without compromise. It
does not wish to convey
a dichotomous policy of
fighting Pakistan-
sponsored terroris
and allowing a business-
as-usual approach
elsewhere. That would

n

PrOXY SUpport to
terrorisim in JEK.

then  prevail  and
Pakistan'sinternal status
of a state out of control
would become evident.
Indiais correct incon-
sistently maintaining its
palicy inthe face of a con-
tinuum of Pakistan-
spansored terror in J&K
after the recent elections
and in the context of the
safety of the team when
playing in Pakistan. We
may forget all other
things but the type of
radicalised militant pas-

Therefore, “terror and sport™
cannot go together just as
“terror and talks" cannot,
The God's argument is right
on facts but flawed on its
conclusions, Let's first ook
at the facts, Pakistan has not
stopped exporting terror to
India, Pakistan-based ter-
rorists have mounted sev-
eral attacks on our security
forces and civilians in
Jammu and Kashmir after
the successful conclusion of
Assembly elections early
last manth.

If the BCCT |||_'.15:-,0(1 tory, but what
1 wwotild [ndi i

mmm’: the ceptloss of face in the global
Trophy games tuI'}uh.n sparting fraterrity?

and if Pakistan turns True, Pakistan needs to

down the demand, the
only option left for India
would be to boyeot the

competition. fingoists

might hail this as their
victory, but what would
India have gained except
loss of face in the global

sporting fratermity?

do a lot more than hosting
the Champions Trophy to
bm:omc a normal nation,

The weriter
ofthe MIT Tata Cemr Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BULLDOZING JUSTICE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Bul)dm

tions illegal, is indeed welcome. This rul-
ing sets animportant precedent. The law
must bcomnplmdwﬂl,and the Ena]ur—

injustice’ (IE,
Supreme Court's Iandmark w.‘ldn:t
agamst the bulldozer demolition of
i thoseaccused of

ity in its pulmcs can be
gauged from the fact that
the greatest cricketer in its
history — Imran Khan, who
also became its pnmn lrun-

«crimes has underscored that the state
‘cannot become judge, jury and execu-
tioner. [t cannot override the basic prin-
ciples of the Indian Constitution. It is
shameful that demncran:al)y elected

ister — has b
in jail on flimsy charges, The

Howeever, here there is a
problem  because of
Fakistan's ownership of
the tournament, its pride and more,
Hence, the impasse,

India’s policy continues without com-
promise. First and foremost, it does not
wish to convey a dichotomous puIH:y of

siomon Pakistan's streets
cannot be ignored. All
three cities hosting the
tournament have a notorious history of
sub-conventional viclence, The ideolog-
ical terror centres of Muridke and
Bahawalpur are close to Lahore and
Rawalpindi. Tclm.w:k e-Taliban-e -

However, l’aln'stan's sup-

sooner Islamabad and

portto new,

It dates back to the late

19705 and early 1980s when it started bleed-
ing India first on two fronts — by propping
up separatists in Punjab [through Khalistani
outfirs) and Kashmir — and later by striking
deeper into Indian territory in Mumbai,

fighting Pakistan-
and allowing a business-as-usual ap-
proach elsewhere. That would allow
Pahstan (1] Iggltlmlse its pruxy support
B Ourr st
little credence inthe. Faccuflnmmariunal
understanding of Fakistan as a core cen-
tre of global terror, Sports is a means of
projection of normalcy. Hence, an incor-
rect idea of the geopolitical dynamics
would emerge. For Pakistan, anation un-
dcrammnnnmmmuna] SCTULIY, every
ional
mlatlons is a plus point. The visit of an
Indian cricket team to Pakistan, under

Pakistani ase its re-
turn, Jaishe Mohammcd and the Jamat-
wd-Dawa (erstwhile LeT) have

Delhiand ek ofre-
Ilgmus extremism was an essential part of
il design, which, hasut-

i cut all their ties

to terrorism and religious
fanaticism, the better it is for Pakistan's
demaocracy, its deeply troubled economy
and its global reputation.

But New Delhi also must realise that its
“big-nation arrogance”, which all our
smialler neighbours complain about, cannot
succeed in isolating Pakistan globally.

to make an impact with their networks
in &K and in the restof India, All of these
would be seeking big targets under one
or mare layers of the deep state, India's
stance should convince the international
community of the latent threats
which exist under the fagade of normalcy
in Pakistan,

The writer is former corps commander of
the Srinogar-hased 15 Corps.
Migws are personal

terly failed in its strategic objective to
weaken India. Instead, India has emerged
stronger in recent decades,

The net outcome of this misadventure -
alsoof the related policy of aiding and abet-
ting jihadi terrorism in Afghanistan - was
that Pakistan itself became a much bigger
wictim of homegrown termorism and [slamist
extremism, The resultant unsettled condi-
tions domestically, and the opprobrium it
earned globally as a hub of terrorism,
caused many cricketing nations to avoid

Better
bonds of friendship and mutual trust
with Pakistani people. This is best
achieved by reopening the closed doors of
cricket, cinema, trade and thousands of
years of socio-spiritual  fraternity.
Remember: the Olympic Trece of yore has
endured not because of the kings' self-inter-
est but because of the wisdom of peace-lov-
ing players and the peaple,

The writer was o close aide to former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee

epaperindianexpressicom I W

were castigated by the
Supreme Court for forgetting their con-
stitutional obligations and had to be re-
minded about the nule of Law. Whilst the
law has been laid down by the SCitsim-
plementation rests in the hands of the
executive. One must question whether
this will be straightforward for those
‘wiho were glorifying and branding this
approach as a model of instant justice
‘without due process.

L B Murmmu, Mew Delli

THIS REFERSTO the editorial, Bulldozer
injustice' (IE, November 14). State gov-

camed out, Thmshuuldbcmanums
ity towvards any community or individ-
ual, and this aspectought to remain fore-
most in the minds of law enforcement
officers. Constitutional provisions should
akways be upheld.
Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

THE FUNDING CATCH
THIS REFERS. O the editorial,'A choppy
market'{IE, Movember 14). The pressing
need for glohal action is toreduce glohal
‘warming tosustainable levels The acou-
mulation of carbon dioxide emissions
has wreaked havoc, causing abnormal
temperature rises across the globe.
‘Climate finance emerged as the primary
agendaof the meeting. However, mercly
‘cutting greenhouse gas emissions in
rooumtries is insufficient to prevent
further glohal warming. Countries must
reduce theirindividual emissicns and re-
Inhal gnals. Fossil fuel use must be

been jus-
tify bulldozer "justice” by citing illegal-
ityofthe encroachments inquestion. The
root cause, however, lies in the nexus
almnptpulmm hum.u:mandp}

curtailed and substituted with renew-
able energy. Wealthy and oil-producing
nations may not adhere totheir commit-
ments at CoP29, mary fear.| It is essential

tosuch
encroachments. The Supreme Court's
decision, which declares such demaoli-

toview climate action as
nota cost.
55 Paul, Nadia

[ ——-
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A CORRECTION

Slowing growth momentum, portfolio outflows drive market
fall. Macro data, RBI, Fed meetings will shape investor sentiment

HE INDIAMN STOCK markets have continued to correct, On Thursday, the BSE

Sensex fell 110 points or 0,14 per cent. Since touching a high of 85,836 on

September 26, the Sensex. has fallen by around 10 pi:rct'.m The correction is

not just limited to th i idcap compa-
nies have also fallen, Over the past month the BSE small and midcap indexes have also
fallen by 7.5 per cent and 8.8 per cent respectively. The Nifty VIX, a measure of market
volatility, has also surgcd and is up almost 14 per cent over the past month,

Shares of

There ot cormection. Some forei have opted
to re-halance their glnbal partfolios in favour of Chlna on the back of steps announced
byChlnm: horitiesi Lmllmmlnwpmpup the flagging and attractive
stock vared fo th in India. Higher long-term LS band
yiekds, hening dollar and expect ahout the direction of US policy under a

second Donald Trump presidency are also playing a role. Met investments by foreign in-
vestors were <511 hillion in October, and around -$2.5 billion so far this month {until
Movember 13). T|:| put this in pmpcmw: net imestments were - SE 3 billion in March

EDITORIAL PAGE

WoRDLY WISE
THE WHOLE BEAUTY OF MUSIC IS THAT IT GOES
WHERE YOUR WORDS WON'T LET YOU.
— ANNEHATHAWAY

Birsa Munda lives on

His aspirations — freedom, justice, identity and

dignity —

inspire the youth of our country

DrouPADI MURMU

EVERY PERIOD OF history has produced
hermicsons and daughters of our motherland
who have, by dint of their sheer genius, given
expression to the spirit of India. Some have
been like the stars in the Saptarshi constella-
thom — they continue to guide us on the way.
Bhagwan Birsa Munda was one the brightest
stars in the constellation that illaminates the
path of the nation.

As the nation begins the year-long cele-
brations of the 150th birthanniversary of this
oomic figure in the history of modern India, |
berwin gratituce to his blessed memory. Lakso
recall how, during my childhood, hearing the
legends of Bhagwan Birsa Munda made me
and my friends feel very proud of our legacy.

Inashunht:dmﬂy!:jt‘ar!.thchuyhm

Ulihatui

lonial ex-

plulta.uan Whr:n the Bnnsh iuthnm'u:'s and

20200 | quarter s b forsev-
eral companies, with the results pointing towards a sluw:ng MOmentum in econamic
growth. Some FMCG majors have alluded to a “shrinking” middle segment and "soft-
ness” inurhan demand. Auto sales too indicate shuggish demand. Data from SIAM shows
that sales or passenger vehiches Brew at less than 1 per cent in October. Sentiment has

fl data which showed that retail inflation had edged
toa t4-month high of 6.2 per centin October, st i upper 1oftheRBI's
inflation targeting framewaork, This has dashnd hupn af| w]lrymng inthe near term.

wacted by rec

lutlcs, grabbing their lands and committing
atrocties, Bhagwan Birsa rose against this so-
cial and economic injustioe and led people to
fight for their rights. Known as *Dharti Aba”

I a short life of only 25
years, the boy from Ulibatu
in today's Jharkhand became
:Iw hera of the peoples

("Father of the Earth™), Bhagwan Bi

ised the "Ulgulan™ or the Munda Rebellion

against British oppression in the late 1890s.
The Ulgulan of course, was mu:h more

InApril, the fing.ata Falmost 25, Multiples for th lion. It ht for
several large companies, and mary |||.Ii||:s|ru|]andm|dc.apspact: were £ andc i !
higher. The Sensex now trades a:aPErmu uand 22, Soh- | correction d astube undh fing | I Ilnr|:><1 omithe
nutsl:cm luhaw:damnrm it imvestor hiy contri- onehand, theri i nd

i irlands wi fierence, and

I Rs 25,323 crore in October. However,
this period of uncertainty is likely to wntmuc Greater clarity over the underlying eco-
nomic growth mnml:nrum W|]| pusslhly emerge when the Nmnnal Statlstlcs Office re-
leases the GOPd, Thereafter, ift bowards
the December meetings of the RBI's monetary policy committee and the US Fed.

SEVERE AIR AGAIN

Tackling Delhi's air pollution requires cutting-edge approaches
such as airshed management. Central agencies must step up

N'WEDNESDAY, THE temperature in Delhi dipped below nnrrna] lur the
first time this winter, The onset of the cold weather was acc a

ori the other hand, the importance of tribal
customns and social values. Like Mahatma
Gandhi, his strugghe was guiched by a quest for
justice and truth,

Mursing the sick was a passion for him. He
was trained as a hc.'alcr and a scnl:sullncl-

e believe |

hirnwith a healing touch. He urged people to
by b b |, aclelimg,

“If this is not Id |

¢ against
exploitation. When the
British authorities and local
landlords were exploiting
tribal communities, grabbing
their lands and committing
atrocities, Bhagwan Birsa
rose against this social and
ecconomic injustice and led
people to fight for their
rights. Known as 'Dharti
Aba’ (Father of the Earth),
Bhagwan Birsa organised the
‘Ulguilan' or the Munda
Rebellion against British

wisit the sick.” He went around villages, call-

with his skills and with his healing touch.

in the late 1890s.
Th(. Ulgulan, of course, was
much more than a rebellion,

'I'hl:saga af hls sacrifice is almunl: ul'thl:
{I’lll"=| !

sdlmrsmtha\rmrmulm welfare beyond

yolg
India's tribal nunities. Their

1. Foramore hulunc
i

approach to tri
struggles underline the unique tradition of  the Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh
this land, where no commumity is ever apart Abhiyan was last month o fill the

from the mainstream Forest-cwellers, today
subsumed under the category of the
Scheduled Tribes, have always been part of
the national collective,

There was a time when Bhagwan Birsa
Munida and others were named among "un-

apsin social infrastructure in neary 63,000

tribal villages, Moreover, the Prachan Mantr

Jangati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan [PM-JAN.

MAN) focuses on 11 critical interverntions to
make \M:'IFarr initiatives mun:d'ﬁ:mw

quuuu. that working rel the

il STecor i

sung heroes” of history. In  hona-
ever, their valour and sacrifices have come
tobe appreciated in true light. During “Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav", we celebrated the glo-
rioiis history of India's culture and achieve-
ments, which helped people, espedially the
Ml,ln]cm'nnmmﬂtwbamm
had

thc:malmhulrrlr nation can pay in Blugwan

Her froede
mba]amas. It is a matter of i ||runcnscsat|s-
faction for me that the Rashtrapati Bhavan
too has taken new initiatives to reach out to
thr Sl'cummulutlss_ It wvas iy good fortune

lesser knnwn earlier,

This new engagement with history re-
«cedved a fillip when the government in 2021
decided tocelebrate Bhagwan Birsa Munda's
hirth anniversary, November 15, a5 "[anjativa
‘Gaurav Divas” to remermber the contributions
afthetribal rmthhg}lrrs The commem-

tiya Darpan®, a gallery in
the Rashtrapati Bhavan Museurn, that pro-
vides a glimpse of rich ant, culture and con-
tributions of tribal communities in nation-
building, During the Conference of Governors
in August, | had the opportunity to empha-
sise the need for better resource utilisation
for mmlwr]hrr

arationof Bt ¥ puts
the bong undere presented tribal histories at
the centre of India's history.

These histories are all the more relevant
today, as they teach the modem world eru-
{ul lessansi inlivingin hannm)l with nature

Itwasal
I had
tatives of 75 Fal‘[l(u|al|j‘ \'\.llm:rahk' Tribal
Groups (PVTGs) who were invited to visis
Rashtrapati Bhavan. They shared with me
thrlr]u:ﬁ and soerowe, I there is one accom.
itis thr Fact that ou

eformewhen

that
when [ was a child, [ used to see my father
seck forgiveness for hacking even dried
weoods which were to be used for fuel.
Typically, tribal societies are content as they
put ar more premium on collective goodness
than individual ambitions.

This distinctive feature of the tribal soci-
eties needs to be nurtured for a better future
‘of bumankined. That is the precise reason be-
hind the broader effort of the

ing

the highest constitutional office an unprece-
dented recognition for us all.

Incelebrating the 150th birth anniversary

u} ‘Bhagwan Ellsa Munda, we are crlchm:rlg

hichl Fuss share. | be-

lieve Bhagwan Birsa Munda's ideals are a

source ul'pndl: as wc:]l as inspiration for the

youthof butafal

launched during the last decade, to give due
mnmnmﬂr:mpurrmdmhalmm-

s socio-cultural fabric. It has
announced a series of programmes and

cOrmmunites, i ¥ partof! ntry, His
aspirations — fn:t:dnmmmcc identity and
dignity — are the aspirations of every youth,

The writer is President of Indio

deterioration in the city's air quality. The city's air quality index [ AQI) regis-
tered as “severe” for the first time this season — the most delayed arrival of
the extreme polluting condition in the past 10 years. That, hewever, is no respite for the
city's resichents. Analysis by the Centre for Science and Environment has shoem that while
the peak particulate matter (PM) levels have fallen this season, the city's average pollu-
tion has risen. In other words, pollutant concentration remains a cause forworry, The av-
erage PM 25 bevels, this year, are the highest in five years. Also, the Eact that Delhi contin-
ues e i irway past the crop residue burmi i i i
long highligt perts — a policy focus be | approach.
Ini recent years, Delhi's AAP government has experimented with smog towers and
water sprinkbers. Smog towers are suppr.wcd to act as giant air purifiers. However, by all
accounts, their efficacy is restricted fiabe vicinity, leavi cityscape

A BOGEY CALLED INFILITRATION

Inraking up the issue in Jharkhand, BJP is hiding its failures in Assam

SUSHMITA DEV

ASWE APPROACH the state assemibly elec-
tions, the BJP is :rahng up thl: issueof infiltra-
detection

unaffected, There | litaftt Similardy,
the jury s out on cloud seeding and chu.u: of drones, two measures that have found
prominence m thc Delhi gm:'mmmt 's reoent list otsulununs Emsslw: emphasis on
such i d from building th apacities re-
wquired to clean up the city's air. This task, of course, cannot be undertaken in an emergency
mode, But in the three years since it replaced the Supreme Court-mandated EPCA as
Delhi's nodal pollution control agency, the O for Air Quality

(CAQM) has invested very little in data-driven, science-based solutions.

Farim fire incidents in Haryana and Punjab have been coming down in the past few
years. However, reports continue to indicate high poliution levels in the two states, On
Tuesday, Chandigarh recorded the second-worst air quality in the country, The city mu-
nicipality’s response bo the crisis is similar to its counterpart’s in Delhi — sprinkling wa-
ter and using fogging machines, Joining the dots between local and regional pollution
could be beyond the capacities and mandate of municipalities, This is where an agency
such as the CAQM should step in, Solutions such as airshed pollution management —
which zeros in poliution hotspots in regions — require coordination between local and
state-level agencies, The CAQM has largely been operating as a regulatory agency. The

1 ment agency need pand join the dots between local i
pollution i

STILL UNFASHIONABLE

tion,

and deportation of foreigners are in the Cen-

tre's domain. Yet, it has become an issoe ina
ion Theloudest voice in thi

ign isthat of the OM of a state which hasbu'n

alahuralnly!urrle]Pmthﬂer Tlu:n.'an:'
lessonsfrom Ihope the

pmplcd]haddﬂn:l will leep in mind.

Infiltration sparks concem among ctioens
about resource depletion, marginalisation,
and cultural dilution. These fears were at the
raat of the six-year-long agitation in Assam
thatculminated in the Assam Accord in 1985,
The Accord struck a delicate balance in pro-
tecting the rights of those living in the appre-
hension of outsiders and those whofeared be-
coming stateless for reasons beyond their
control like Partition and the Bangladesh
Liberation Movement.

As the BIP plays up infiltration in
Jharkhand, it must realise that the Assam ex-
perience hasshown the government's inabil-
ity to resobve the issue and the serious dhal-
lenges it poses for the people and those in
perwer. Governments at the Centre, past and
present, had to fall back on updating the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) for Assam
mdemrlr nun-:lnacnsmnthqul\.i\sm

. v : ; — palice

“The Devil Wears Prada’ is getting a new life as a musical. That foethe jobt o not
the terror of the workplace has resonance tells a sad tale effectively resolve the issue.

HE FAIRYTALE SHEE] | PR foats | Section 144 of the Citizenship Act 1955

s, bosseswhokeepone teeter of anxety | y.and . the-caniral kg P

an out-of-syne work-life balance — of all the things that made Lauren
Wieisherger's 2003 The Devil Wears Proda a runaway success, chief amang them
was that it made its urban working reader feel mﬂuu:_-,rars later, when the film rolled
in, Anne Hathaway's bel Andy, assistant eranda Priesthy, could

date citizen registration and issue national
identity cards. However, the onus of provid-
ingz legal documentation lay with individu-

The Assam government
selectively uses the NRC
without fully validating it —
the recent release of
biometric data for those
included in the updated
NRC, after a five-year delay,
is an example. This
conundrm has put the
government in a difficale
leaving Assamina
ar..nunl'u zenship limbo,
ilure has
exacerbated divisions in
Assam, with the povernment
creating various categories of
citizens, like ‘original

als, sparking protests once the NRC pilot
phase began in 20010, Initially conceived in
2005 as a solution for Assam, the process did-
n't gain traction till the Supreme Court (5C)
intervened in 2003 to monitor the process,
Ow.': 33 million residents of Assam faced the

submittir pplica-
tions and numerous documents to prove
their citizenship. This costly endeavour, ex-

— the state government as well as the Centre
began to disown and discredit the NRC
process, The SC-appointed coordinator, con-
ducting the process, was accused of derelic
tion of duty. Several review petitions were
fikeel in the Court asking to redo the processir
certain districts sharing international borders

coeding Rs Ll'ﬂOcn:ln: strai

ek resor i
dividuals who had lost I‘hn:lr ducuml:nh in
natural calamities feeling helpless.

This process that spanned over five years
was one of the lengthiest, costliest and mast
tumultwous administrative exercises. But it
Bell farey topolitics. St years have passed since
the process was completed and yet the dou-
ble-engine sarkar has kept it hanging.

The first question the BJP must answer is
whyithas abandoned the NRC in Assam. The
INRC., finaliseclin December 2019, remains un-
umcul :Iuctﬂ the I&glstrﬂrGrnﬂaluﬂndn
withl -ation, defyi Jogal

which were rejected.
The NRC remains a contentious issue
The Assam selectively uses the

NRC without fully walidating it — the recenl
rebease of biometric data for those includec
in the updated NRC, after a five-year delay, is
an example. This conundum has put the
government in a difficult position, leaving
Assam in a state of citizenship limbo, The
NRC's Failure has exacerbated divisions it
Assam, with the government creating vars
ous categories of citizens, like "original in
habitants” and “khilonjias™. To appeast
those seeking a solution to infiltration, the
government has resorted to unconstitu-
uunal and communal measures.

process, based or

mandates and SC directives, The political sig-

he
mrdmd daxa and without proper consulta

nificance bies i rafexchsions, The
initial draft, released in December 2017, ex-
cluded apprmlman:'ly A0 lakh |nd|v|dua|s
Sinoe then,”

designed to mask the NRCs failur

:athrr than reflect population changes.
.i\ failed NRC in Assam flies in the face o

pet word, With their party's eye on the mt
Sabha elections of 2009, it alleged that there
were 40 lakh ghuspethias in one state, The
dampenser, however, was the final list of the
MRC rebeased in August 2019 which brought
dowen the number of people excluded to 19
lakh — most of them are reported to be from
I'hi:mdpnh‘ COMmumity.

inhabi fand

The houseof ca immediately

le on infiltration in Jharkhand
'I'Iu:.i\ssamCM has no answers other thar
creating smoke screens. As the people o
Jharkhand go tovote, | hope they can hole
thee Centre as opposed to the state account:
abile for infiltration, if any, and raise vall:
questia failed NRCof A b
votingon this issue nF:nI']tratlulL

The writer is a TMC Rafya Sabha rmemibe

almost g King woman's i it SUK-
oess, chic makeover be damned, The renewal of the. rnnchlsc' nmrl,' uwdcmdcs latﬂ a
sequel to the movie is being planned and a B ith Elton John

miusi opens on December 1 — points to.a sad truth: That the corporate slave continues to
e gaslit in the name of productivity and creative satisfaction,

‘Wisherger had based the book on her own bricf stint at the American Vigue as assis-
tant to editor-in-chief Anna Wintour { played by Meryl Sereep), the glacial, constantly dis-
approving, high-achieving diva, Fresh out of college \-mh a flailing sartorial sense, the
Louboutin-clicking, Versace-toting, size zero-champi o higgh Fash-
ion amd its bloated self-worth had left Weisberger winded. The book, satirising the toxicity
she had survived, had been her coping mechanism, But when it had come out, the reviews
had been unsurprisingly acerbic — The New York Times had termed it “bite-the-boss fic-
tion™. Wintour, it is rumoured, has never spoken to her since,

IF the Fandorm has been a vindication uchishngn'snprrim there is also a linger-

ingsenseof di it that some of the workplace comer sat 20
agp are still cuntlmnn; Gcn s n:hl:]lm agamst the pmductmry trap might come from
their having {ani the corner office

and worlelife balance, there can be only one winner.

NOVEMBER 15,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

TAMIL NADU ASSEMBLY
THE TAMIL NADU Cabinet

niversary. Throughout the day, there was a
constant stream of visitors at h:s mmmdlﬂ

the Governor, 51 Khurana, themrncdlalrdls—
solution of the state Assermbly. The All Jndla

Devotior day In
the moming, I"msldrntZallSlngh and Prirne
Minister, Ra]lvGandhl accompanied by his

Anna  Dravida Munnetra  Kazl

[N.’\DMK]annuumcd -maymmmwﬂﬂlc

LokSabhaand
I.hdcrl:hrqgmcmm.thcm-l willcon-
test 26 Lok Sabha seats from Tamil Nadu and
the lone Pondicherry seat.

CHILDREN'S DAY

THECOUNTRY PAID homage toits first Prime:
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru on his 95¢h an-

epaper. lncllanaxpmﬁol‘h .. -

family, offered floral the samadhi,

NEHRU AWARD 1984

THE JAWAHARLAL NEHRU Award for
International Understanding for 1984 was
awarded posthurnously to Indira Gandhi, The
chairman of the jury and Vice President R
Venkataramian told newsmen that she had
most eminently merited the award,
Venkataraman said Indira Gandhi had pro-

vided outstanding leadership, stabile and dem:
ocratic gevernment and vital stimulbus forim:
pressive progress within the country,

VAJPAYEE ON CONGRESS

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY President Ata
BihariVajpayee regretted that the rling party
had “not learnt anything from the past™ anc
was pursuing the path of “divisiee and parti
san politics.” He further said, "I have been e
ceiving calls and letters asking whether the
osition parties had decided to boycot
ine ira Gil'lleI'I‘i funeral The Fact is that many
prominent opposition leaders. .. were thene

bt the TV completely blacked out this fact.”
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India’s market correction, China’s sub-par stimulus salvo

ANILSASI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

THELINFOLDING “correction” in India's stock
indices — the NiftyS0 has shed a tenth of its
end-September peak — has been linked to
the build-up to the Chinese government
stimulus to boost its Aagging economy,

Anindex is said to be in a “correction”
phase when it falls more than 10% from its
last peak bevel. A more-than-206 fall signals
a“bear market”™ phase.

After Beijing announced its first stimubhs
package in late September, foreign investors
offinaded Indian shares to pickupChineseeq-
uities that were trading at rmuch kwer price-
camings multiples {making Chinese stocks
more attractive fromawaluation perspective .

The slide in the bourses has persisted —
even though domestic money has continued
to pour into India's stocks, Last week, the
Chinese government announced a second
oaster shot for its ecomnomy,

tionist turnin the United Domald

Trurmp, the impact of high tariff barriers on
the policy stance uI the tidl:rnI Reserve, :md

tafter Trump's election kst week — and
have triggered anticipation of an even big-
ger stimulus package.

theexpected rate hile by th

its December meeting, which has triggered
an unwinding of yen carry-trade positions
across markets,

However, the impact of the two Chinese
stimulus packages on imvestors and markets
has been undenwhelming so far. So why this
reaction by India’s indices?

Chinese stimulus packages

On September 24, China's central bank,
the People’s Bank of China, unveiled meas-
ures to boost the economy, which included

ct fellowy through
on his campaign promise of imposing a GO
tarilf en Chinese goads, more than 2 percent-
age points could be shaved off China's growth.
over the next year, analysts believe.

AS51.4-tn disappointment
The two economic stimulus measures
announced in the space of six

vested he
ling with the interest on the accumulated
debt Local authorities have now been allowed
to create new bonds and consolidate their
dlebies to bring down the servicing cost.
However, there has been nonew measure
todirecthy boost domestic demand so far, This
has been achallenge for China's policymakers
A% CONSUMers hn\lc 'hl:l:umr increasingly

Tmuﬂ; hada my hgh savings rate, the re-
turms on those savings, mostly

woeks, however, did litthe by tied upin property, have plum-
way of offering direct support meted. Following crises such
to catatyse consumer spend- | ECOMNOMICS | s the bankruptcies of real es-

ing. A property d

cutting the amount | hold
inreserve, smaller down payments foc home
purchases, and tax incentives for new home
Iauyers, The FIM selloff in the Indian markets
bcga:n 5000 nltnward

t, and rising unem-

ployment and falling consumption, have

slowed down China's growth since the

Covid-19 pandemic,

The planannounced on Friday is merely a
of debt relief for loc. Alot

on 8, the CF nenk
approved a massive 10-trillion-yuan [$1.4
tnlhnnJplmlumwmlsdnmn:x econany

lobal Factors boo, are respan-
sitile for the current selloff in the Indian mar-
lets — these include the anticipated protec-

ble provincial governments to refi-
nance piled-up debt.
These measures appeared even more rel-

OURING PANDEMIC, AMERICANS BEGAN
ORINKING MORE. THEY STILL ARE

AMERICANS STARTED drinking mare as
the Covid-19 pandemic got underway.
T years later, the trend had not abated,
researchers reported this week.

The percentage of Americans who
consumed aleohol, which had risen from
018 to 2020, inched up further in 2021
and 2022, And more people reported
heavy or binge drinking.

‘.T-.ar]y on in the pandemic, we were

of people com-
ingin tothe clinic and the hospital with al-
cottol-related problems,”said Dr Brian Lee,
a hepatologist at the University of
Southem Calllumm and thc pnncpal in-

fiund in both sexes; in every age, racial
and ethnic group; and in every geo-
graphic region. Owverall, 69.3% of
i said they had ¢ al-
«cohol at some level in the past year, up
from GELOA% in 2020 and G6.34% in 2018,
More important, the number of
Americans who reported consuming al-
«wohol atlevels defined as heavy drinking
increased to G295 in 2022, up from G13%
in 2020and 5.1% in 2018, the study found.
Heavy drinking for men is consuming
atleast five drinksinaday or at least 15 per
week, and for wornen at beast four drinks.a
day and at least eight per week, Binge

vestigator
l‘gﬂlm'mm'hfrlﬁ’.mr.('ﬁcndsln MD||D|UM:
After the COVID-19 Pandermic: A National
Cross-Sectional Study’)

“Prople assumed this was caused by
ke what we saw with 9/11

drinking is defined as having four to five
lrinks ina roughly two-hour period,

The increases were found in every
stroupescept Native Americans and Asian
Americans, where the percentages of peo-
ple reporting heavy drinking declined.

and Katrina, and typically it goes back to
normal after these stressful events are
over,” he added, “But that's
notwhat we're seeing.”

Alcohol can be addictive,
“and e kenow that addiction
doesn't go away, even if the
initial trigger that started it
has gone away,”" Lee said

The surge in alcohed con-
sumption was one of several
lingering begacies of the pan-
demic, along with schiool ab-
sentecism, lags in educa-
tional attainment, a rise in
overdose deaths and a surge in mental
health problems.

‘Whites, those in their 40s

White Americans were
et liloely tes bie heavy drink-
ers among racial and ethnic
roups, with 7.34% reporting
heavy drinking, upfrom 5.60%
in 2018 and 711%in 2020,

Adults in their 40s re-
ported the highest levels of
heavy drinking. A total of
B2 of Amenicans ages 40 o
40 saiel they had diunk heav-
il in 2022, up from GA9% in
2020 and 5.14% in 2018,
Among those aged 50-64, 715% re-

porting heavy drinking, up from 5.65% in

2018 and 6.95% in 2020,

Across groups of people

The new study was based on data from
the Natiomal Center for Health Statistics’
Mational Health Interview Survey, carrec
ot from January 2022 through the end of
the year. A total of 26,806 people ages 18
and over were asked about their drinking

And Il ages, 6.45%

of the growth inChina inrecent years has been

dmtnbyrl:al estate sabes, and the collapse of

acouple of st
dllllatsuult\:‘dlundifw umlgwmrncnlx
Since these g

EXPRESS ATCOP29
_Amnmm SINHA

A FORMAL submission by China, India and
some other countries to discuss climate
change-related trade measures such as those
introduced in the European Union (ELT) de-
layed the opening plenary of the UN dimate
conference in Baku, Azerbaijan, by several
hours on Monday,

The request was eventually put aside for
the time being, but the issee is unlikely to go
away, Trade restrictions on grounds of pro-
maoting climate abjectives are expected to
trigger many more battles, and result in
greater protectionism and disruptions in
lobal supply chains.

They could also lead to some positives
such as greater innovation in green technolo-
wies,and the adoption of higher emaronmen-
tal standards — that is the hope, at least,

sail they had drunk heavily — exceeding
the rate among men, G125,

Mot wainen thar e e

ported binge
drinking in 2018 as well: 5.01% of men,
companed with 5.19% of wome Bolh

uptick in e i

habits in the past year,

Because the survey was based on self-
reports, and did not include members of
the military or institutionalised acults,
the results may underestimate the prob-
lem, Lee and his colleagues cautioned.

The increases in alcohol use were

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

W
in 2020; 1% of menand G.O8% of women,

The stresses of the pandemic may

have been especially burdensome for
women, said a co-author of the study, Dr
Divya Ayyala-Somayajula of Sidney
Kimmel Medical College in Philadelphia.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

VAJIRAM & RAVI
s b U B

12 Moniths + 8 Months MSP
2IST NOVEMBER 2024

ry——— [

2¥ears + B Months MSP
16TH ROVEMBER 2024

12 Memithe
NOVEMBER 2024

However, as it happens in most cases,
countries with limited capabilities and re-
sources might find themselves ata great dis-
advantage,

Climate-related trade curbs

Last year, the EU relled out its Carbon
Baorder Adjustment Mechanism [CBAM ),
‘which taxes certain products coming in from
other countrieson the basisof the emissions
foatprint of their production process,

For example, if the imported steel was
produced by a process that entailed higher
emissions than the emissions standards for
that product in Europe, it would be taxed.

CHAM n]lum industries in Europe to re-

tate giants like Evergrande,
consumers are now reluctant to spend.
Boosting consumer sentiment woulkd need
more of a direct, spending-focused stimulus
than the two packages announced so far.

Chinese stocks over India's
Sowhy are FPts dumping stocks in coun-
tries such as India and lining up h'.v China?
There could be three broad re
ORE BOOSTERS I.IREL\" C]nna 5
Finance Minister Lan Foan said on November

B that more stimulus was on the way, amid
speculation that Beijing may not want to ex-
haust all its firepower before Trump enters
the Oval Office inJanuary Momura antici-

strain at a time of muted revenue growth,
. ey .

ing banks, financials and i miarketing com-
panies) that announced results for Q2FY25

pate ale of China' Erewat. -on-year At thesame
ulus package to reach 2-3% of GDP annually nmr mt.'ll t'xp:ndlm rml:h‘;'?ﬁ’\ Imdmg toan
over the next several years. Tperating

According to a report by the Financial
Thmes, Trump has askoed trace hawland pro-
tectionist Robert Lighthizer to return as LS
Trade Representative, the position from
wihich he led the first Trump administration’s
trade war against China The consolation for
Bedjing is that Elon Musk, Trump's choice to
co-bead the new Department of Government
Efficiency, is lilely tobe something of amid-
dieman for US-China business relations,
given his significant exposure to the Chinese
market through the operations of his com-
pany, Tesla, there,

POOR INDIA INC. EARNINGS: FPls
would alse be leoking at India's high stock
valuations and the disappainting recent
earmings scason,

From higher prices of commodities to ris-
ing expenses on employees, operating mar-
gins of Indian companies have come under

]
Climate change and trade

Countries such as China and India have pushed back against climate change-related trade measures at
COP29, Tradle restrictions on grounds of promoting climate objectives are expected to trigger many more
battles, and result in greater protectionism and disruptions in global supply chains

Chima's First Vice Premier Xuexd,

i Ding speaks in Baku on Tuesday. On behalf of
BASIC, China hmludcarcmesuodimissuessumastmm Reuters

such as China and India. These d ping
nations complain that thc'y pase unlall bar—

issues. But itmet pposition from

Also, as interest costs increased hy mun:
tham 105, et profits were up just 43 y-o-y for
these companies,

TRUMPONOMICS: Trump 2.0 could
mean a challenge for India to balance its
gronwth stability amid trade and tariff wars,
supply-chain disruptions, and heightened
forex volatility,

Trump's proposed tax-relief, tariff-hile,
and immigration-control measures could
stokeinflation in the US and disrupe the Fed's
rate-cut agenda. This would impact the tra-
jectory of India's monetary policy if the
Reserve Bank of India decides to resolve the
Uncertaingi . i \g any signif
icant action. Analysts have said a December
rate<cut is pretty much ruled out = and the
14-month-high retail inflation in October
could mean any such action could be pushed
further into the next year.

driven by several other economic, strategic,
and security-related considerations.
So us I"ruldmt r:]ut DonaIdTmmp 5

promise

her rate on those China
~ s not cloaked inclimate imperatives. But it
toes play on US fears sbout enengy security,
which is threatened by the concentration of
renewable enengy supply chains in China.

In Fact, thee dvminance of China in thecon-
trodl of resources and techinologies related to
new energy sources — sedar, wind, batteries,
and critical minerals far exceeds that of oil-

s i welera This
too has been facilitated by climate change
that is foreing a global energy transition.

Also, the experience during the Covid-19
pandemic has made the world suspicious
and distrusthul of global supply chiains, espe-
cially those that are heavily concentrated in
ONE CHEnETY of regon,

This has led tna growing trend af colin-
tries trying to gain as much keey
resources and production as possible, even
thaugh this goes against the logic of produc-
inz goods at a lower opportunity cost com-

theEL, othercountries,
|

riers o trade, and are viol
of several intemational aglrrmcms.

For example, the Paris Agreement has
provisions that seek to protect developing
countries from the social and economicim-
pacts of “response measures” taken to fight
elimate change, And last year, the final out-
corme of the Dubai climate meeting nclsnuwl-
edged that "measures taken to combat
mate change, including unilateral ones,
should not constitute a means ofarbitrary or
unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised
restriction on international trade”,

The developing countries also pmnl uut

|
Airmer for now,

Similar trade restrictions

CBAM is ot the first trade measure of its
kindl linked toclimate change, but itis prob-
ably the most impactiul so far,

The EU is a large market, aceounting o
about 15% of global imports, CBAM currently

PP s —
intensive products such as sieel alurminium, o
cement — but is set to be expanded to a large
number of other items in the coming years.
Also, other countries may be tempted to
IJnng in slm:]ar lrguilalmn'i The United

that CBAM overl the
embedded in the global climate architecture
that allows them to be treated differently
than the developed nations,

Industries in developed economies, with
emissions standards comparable to the ELL

e inuing bo main-
1 It prevents
thn:mdusmcs frem nelocating their produc-
tion ko countries where it might be cheaper
owingtolessstrict emission norms,a

situation
dcsrrihcﬂ_ns_"rarbﬂn Ieakage”, Il_ishqxd that

m

fit firom a CBAM-lile measure,
sinee their products would not be tased, and
they would, therefore, become maore com-
petitive in the European market.

Thus, CRAM can have the net effect of
ht‘lmng |ndu1ln the developed world,

Objections to EU's CBAM
Mechanisms such as CBAM, however,

Huirt

those in developing countries

ata disaclvantage,
On behalf of the BASIC group of countries
that also includes India, Brazil, and South
AMdrica, China made a request to discuss these

ada are al parted to
|J¢::uns|dcr|r|gthmluw1|vcrﬁmsul(.'&\l\c'|

‘Thene are some non-tarill trade measures
linked to climate change as well, For exam-
ple, several jurisdictions, including the EL,
ban the import of products made from ille-
palty harvested forests.

Even the incentives offered in the
Inflation Reduction Act{IRA) o clean energy
technology or electric vehiche industries in
the United States amount toclimate-related
non-tariff measures that can impact and re-
shape global tracle,

Accelerating protectionism
Climate change is also accelerating a
process of increasing protectionism that is

par which can benefit everyone,

It imight still be possible to produce and
trade in products such as clothes, footwear
or slmp]l: toys on llwsc pnnuplcs. b more
sophistic
vohving clectronics, are likely wral:rmmm-
ingt serting.

A study by Asian Development Bank
Climate published this February showed that
measures such as CRAM would likely have
minimal impact onreducing greenhouse gas
emissions compared to some other emis-
sions trading options that are available,

But the climate change erisisdoes offer a
convenicnt exause for countries o meet their
eoonomic or strategic ohjectives,

Climate disruptions to trade

There are other ways in which climare
change could be reshaping global tracle.

Glubnl supply :I\nlm with foatprints

of countries, face
a |ary:r risk from the increasing frequency
and ferocity of natural disasters induced by
climate change,

Disruptions in supplies and large-scale
coonomic kosses due to these natural disas-
ters are pushing countries to reduce their de-
pendence on such networks. This is leading
countries to encourage “nearshoring " mov-
ing production closer home) or “reshoring”
{mowving production back home].

1s, partic -

Why Australiais pIanning a law to keep teenagers off social media

ANONNA DUTT
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

THE AUSTRALIAN government has an-
nounoed that it will bring legislation tokeep
children under the age of 16 off social me-
dia platforms such as Instagram, Facebook
and TikTok.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said
last wieek that a bundle of “world-leading”
measures would be introduced in

Parli 000, '1=ww1||put

What could the law How can users’ ages be verified online?
Ear]lrl this year, the !IIlL' of South One: DFth‘ hlgsnlchalll:ngn in imple-
e study While

toexamine the framework for a restrictive
law. A former Chief Justice of Australia's
High Court {the country’s apex court ),
Robert French, led the study, which pro-
posed adraft law called the Children [Social
Medlia Safety) Bill 2024, This could provide
the hasis fr the nationwide law,

The South Australia draft put the onus
on "providers of social media service” o pre-
vent uneer 14 years from accessing

s " ac-

they take

the platforms, and allowed acoess to 14- and

cess to children, with no penalties for the
users, he said,

While the text of the draft Bill is yet o
be released by the government, the an-
nouncement has set off debates on such a
hhan's efficacy and need, as well as the larger
impact of social media on adolescents,

15-4 iy with parental consent.
Aregulator was also proposed for fining

prowiders for non- mmpllim:l: The fines

mllcunﬂl:utr a Chlld ren's Online Safety

platforms like Irulaglam. have age limits at
present, thL-y sirmply ask users about thL'lr
and donot require

s a result, many children enter false infior-
mation to access platforms. Country-spe-
cific age requirements can
also be bypassed through
Virtual Private Networks
(VPN), which can show the
Internet being accessed from
adifferent jurisdiction.

The South Australian :l:purtmk nate of
age. g used
tested by platforms in Australia, These in-

HEALTH

nies, serious privacy concerns have been
raised ower these measurnes.

How exactly does social media impact
adolescents?

Seudies show problematic social media
usc—lnahlnylu EUI'IITD||.IH,EI: ncpmmc
ing lecting ather activ-
iities to use social media — has
been on the rise around the
world. It has been associated

vl 1L bk

Ihased on what people say about them on-
lime ar how mary likes they get.™

There is a fear of missing out, with con-
stant social media use also making in-per-
soncommunication difficult. in that sense,
there is a logic to restricting acoess and use
of social media” he said,

While the pandemic led to increased
tlml: spL'm online, prublclmtlt social me-

tory eartier

as wr.']l “In fact, sr.u:lal mr:dli played a pu;
itive robe in le connected,”

15
higher levels of substance
abuse, and less sheep,

Dir Yatan Balhara, a professor of psychi-
atry at AIIMS New Delhi, said, “Social me-
diain itself is not the problem, it allows peo-

said. Online forums can also provide |n.'fur-
mation and a sense of community for issues
teens may struggle with, such as mental
health and understanding diverse gender
or sexual identities, and have been cited o

U5 Surgeon General Vivek Murthy released
anadvisoryon Social Media and Youth Men-
tal Health for various staleholders, It said:
POLICYMAKERS: Age-appropriate
health and safety standards should be de-
vedoped, nequiring higher standards of data
privacy for children. Policymaleers should
pursue policies that limit access of children
to social media and suppert the develop-
ment of digital literacy curricula in schools,
COMPANIES: Social media companies
should be transparent, and share potential
risks of online interactions, take steps to
prevent misuse, ensure default settings for
children are set to the highest safety and
privacy standards, and enforce age limits.
PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS: Create

cludle requiring details of gmernment-is-  ple to connect with mhrrs_'nu:challcny: argul:iyinzuulli;hl hans il'amllymcdlaplan cm'mlragv:chlldltntu
ionof  sued 1Ds or credit cards, and using facial Mlut whose b yet I foster i model respon-
ﬁlc!\CLthscrL'tluniry payment il recognition logy to identify poten-  Rully devel I 1 Pan:ntsshnu]dbcvcrymmdhll sible social media behavious, empower ldds
v mental or physi tial underage users. However, withdatare- it in the healthiest of ways." He added: vhen all heir child ren, ponsible, and report any cyberbul-
ind other uses, lated to minors being shared with compa-  “Many adolescents evaluate their worth — and disc iththem Lastyear,  hring or online ab
(o= B epaperindianexpresscom Bl BB o | O | e
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PAPER WITH PASSION
Bulldozer justice quashed

The SC strikes down ‘bulldozer justice,” mandating strict
accountability for officials involved in illegal demolitions

he Suprema Court of India has deliverad a landmark judgemant against the

practice of "bulidozer justice.” emphasising that officials who engage in ille-

gal demolitions will now be held personally liable to restore properties and
pay damages. The judgement is a response to the growing concerm over arbi-
trary demolitions used as punitive measures, often targeting proparties associ-
ated with individuals accused of cimas. The judgement introduces strict proce-
dural requirements and enforces personal accountability for officials. This liabil-
ity includes covering the cost of restoring the demolished properties and com-
pensating affected parties. This measure is designed to deter officials from dis-
regarding due process and underscores the responsibility that comes with exer-
cising state power. The Supreme Court has established mandatory procedural guide-
lines to prevent arbitrary demolitions— A 15-day prior show-cause notice is
raquired, along with a personal hearing: a detailed
final ordar justifying why demaolition is the only
viable action must be provided and a 15-day grace
period post-final order allows the affected party
to seek legal recourse or vacate the premises.
The Supreme Court has mandated real-time
updates on a digital portal for all demolition notices
and ordars to prevent arbitrary actions and foster
transparency. Additionally, the entire demolition
process must be videographed, with a list of offi-
cials involved to ensure accountability and adher-
ence to procadure. Officials violating these dirac-
tives risk contempt proceedings and prosecution,
underscoring the Court's commitment to upholding the rule of law. The judge-
ment holds far-reaching implications for governance, rule of law and individual
rights in India. By restricting demolitions carried out as a form of punishment,
the Suprame Court reinforces the fundamental legal principle that the executive
cannot act as judge and enfarcer. The decision underscores the judiciary's role
in pratecting individuals® rights against arbitrary state action, affirming that every-
one is entitled to due process before facing punitive measures. The dacision is
laudable bacause it is tough on arbitrary demaolitions, which often infringe on the
right to shelter, impacting families and communities and safeguards citizens' fun-
damental rights, emphasising that actions targeting individuals suspected of crimes
must follow legal due process. The judgement must come as a relief to many
families who dread the demolition as one of them might have been on the wrong
side of the law. However, the judgement falls short of putting onus on the polit-
ical masters of the bureaucrats on whose behest such actions are often taken.
Navertheless, it would rein in the erring officers who go out of way to please their

India’s cricket boycott 1s

a safety 1ssue, not politics

BHOPINDER SINGH

As the deadliest year in Pakistan’s recent history unfolds, calls for separating
sports from safety concerns overlook the urgent realities facing the nation

lobal Terrorism
Index 2024 reports
that Pukistan had the
highest recorded ter-
ror attacks of any
country in the world. 490 attacks
were formally recorded with spi-
ralling instances in the fourth suc-
cessive year of increased deaths
and terror incidents. The US
Department of State currently
maps the situation at “level 3" e,
warning its citizens  to
“Reconsider Travel” Similarly,
British authoritics “advises against
all travels to parts of Pakistan” and
note bluntly, “No travel can be
puaranteed safc’
There are two dedicated Pakistani
Army Divisions deployed to
secure Chinese personnel and
assets of the various Chinese-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) imperatives in Pakistan,
yet the same gets targeted with
seeming impunity and deadly
consequences. Even royals from
various Arab sheikdoms who
used to descend into the Pakistani
hinterland for the annual
Houbara hunting season have
desisted fram the same, given the
acute security concerns prevail-
ing. Whereas India has rightful-
ly dammed Pakistan for being the
“world's terrorism factory” for its
nefarious record in fanning reli-
gious extremism and armed
insurgency on Indian soil, since
independence,
Stating that there is a grave secu-
rity concern in Pakistan is not a
political statement but o staterment
of fact, The fact that it was fea-

ative

political mastars. It is a bold move that could reshape

S

-
1

M oorw qquenchms ils thies by drinking waar from a founkar, in N Delhi

tured pre ly in the G

List trrfwlhc global nnli-1cmmr)|,'
watchdog agency, Financial
Action 'Ihﬁ& Force (FATF) till very
recently, is also a fact, Amidst this
undeniabde security landscape in
Pakistan, Pakistani authoritics
pooh-paoh concerns of the
Indian Cricket Board, Le., BCCI
{Board of Control for Cricket in
India), to avoid send the
Indian Cricket Team to pi‘ny in
Pakistan owing to security con-
cerns, is not political ene-upman-
ship but Lhcl:xprctrd \1:ntl"r'|"|n of
any board towards the safety
and welfare of its team. That sev-
eral India-facing terror groups ane
thriving an Pakistani soil is a very
old story that needs no reiteration,
and that itself makes the threat to
the Indian teamn especially severe.
The official breakdown and

Pathway to a knowledge
rich, future-ready nation

n July 29, the National
OI':lhlcatic:n Policy
(NEP) 2020 complet-

ed four years, a transforma-
tive framework that has

NEP
2020 stands as the first edu-
cation policy since indLTrll-
dence that genuinely aligns
with Bharats ancient tradi-

tions, sdvocating for accessi-
ble, quality education with an
Clll[lllsiﬁ on relevance and
inclusivity.

The policy introduces a host
of progressive features, such
s Irl‘ui study aptions, mul-
tiple entry and exit points, the
Academic Bank of Credits
(ABC), credit transfer mech-
anisms, and a focus on online
courses, alming o create a
seamless, adaptable educa-
tional journcy for learners
across the nation,

A defining aspect of NEP
2020 s its commitment to the
five foundational pillars of
Access, Equity, Quality,
Affordability and
untability.

NEP 2020 brings traditional
values, arts, languages and
culture into the mainstream
curriculum, underscoring

Bharat’s ambition to reclaim
its heritage as a knowledge
SUpErpower.

One of the most notable
additions is the incorporation
of the Indian Knowledge
System (IKS), promoting the
revival and research of tradi-
tional subjects such as Vedic
mathernatics, Ayurveda, emvi-
ronmental studics, linguistics,
Yoga and other indigenous
disciplines. ‘This shift helps
bridge the gap left by prior
policies, which often neglect-
ed or excluded these areas
under the influence of
Western pnm&ligjﬂlﬁ.'l‘h: NEP
also rec a three-L

faced resistance in some non-
Hindi-speaking states, where
concerns about linguistic
hegemony and regional lan-
guage preservation surfaced.
The central government may
need to adﬁu‘ﬁx these con-
cerns carcfully, especially
given educations status on the
Concurrent List, to ensure a
balanced approach that
respects reghonal identities
while achieving national inte-
gration. The policy's empha-
sis on Sanskrit, often regard-
ed as a foundational element
of Bharats cultural heritage, is
a major milestone. With
Sanskrit included as an
optional language under the
three-language formula, both
school and higher education
institutions are encouraged to
integrate it into their curric-
ula. NEP serves as a turning
rs;int in Bharat's odutmis:naﬁ
history, aiming to foster char-
acter development and
national pride I'Elllls!iidl.‘ aca-
demic excellence, NEP 2020
emphasises two overarchi

guage formula, promoting
multilingualism by including
at least two Indian languages
in school curricula. While this
ru]i{r s intended to support

ndias linguistic diversity, it

themes: g Indian val-
ues and fostering character-
building among students.
This haolistic approach is
intended to develop respon-
sible, ethical citizens ready to

tackle both national and glob-

UMANG BAJAJ
By promoting multilingualism, skill development and character-building, NEP
2020 aims to empower students to tackle both national and global challenges

al challenges.
])nﬁ[ﬁtrulr:gm ions of “saffro-
nisation;” proponents argue
that the NEP aims to realign
the ed | system with

N

downgrading of diplomatic
ties between ])crhi and
Islamabad since 2019, do not
help mend popular mood or
perceptions n.{mul India or
Indians in Pakistan (or vice

sporting ties between the two
restive nations were always
given to political ‘point-scor-
ing and even positive leverage
in the form of tricket diploma-
¢y’ (to thaw bilateral freesc) -
this time the security situation
in Pakistan has deteriorated to
ch levels, that to suggest that
it is the uswal ‘point-scoring’
diplomacy is o live under a
rock. The reality of the situa-
tion is even beyond the intel-
lectual debate of allowing or
disallowing sports between
two C‘enemy’  countries.
Sometime back, India did
choose to conflate sports with
other bilateral engagements
owing to Pakistan’s established
role in sponsoring terrarism in
India, but even if ane were to
delink the two, the security sit-
uation in Pakistan itself war-
rants a cautionary note from
the Indian side.
Understandably the Pakistanis
are miffed and embarrassed
about what they perceive as a
deliberate Indian affront, but
deep down they know better
iven that 2024 has emerged as
the deadliest year ever, from
the perspective of terrorism in

-

Pakistan, However, coming
from its imagined nemesis
Le, India, it is a bitter pill to
swallow openly. Given that
Pakistan'’s Interior Minister,
Mohsin Nagvi, also double-
hats as the Chairman of the
Pakistani Cricket Board (PCB)
= the Pakistani reaction to
BCCT concern assumes a polit-

PAKISTAN 1S iu.'nlimct:;n. Iéc hlu mw—;,ic,:j

v downplayed the ‘Hybri
IN THE Optiort. (wherein India plays
MIDST OF AN 5mschoinanestitinse
UNDENIABLE I’ijk'.:xan_hr cululllcring.'lmr
of the aptions the government
AND COMPLEX i i g et cf g e
PCE to ensure Pakistan don't
SECURITY participate in the Champions
CGRISIS AND WILL Trophy' asa political face-sav-
ONLY BE ing comeback. He also fumed
that the PCB ought not 1 be
ABLE TO  expected to "m*-r- on with
their good gestures” of playing
RESUME EVENTS  in India, as Pakistanis did ear-
lier. This wounded statement
WITH INDIAN  fisses the point of contrasting
PART“:'PA‘”ON. thc au‘yrily situation n:l_eitins
ONCE THE in Ind.llr. wis-i-vis Pakistan,

currently.

The Pakistani Government
GROUND may be tcnl[ﬂcd. Im ‘retaliate’
SECURITY  optically and go as far as ask-
inag its team to desist from play-
SITUATION ing against India in any of the
CHANGES 1CC or Asian Cricket Council

tournaments, to negate the
perceived sleight. Currently,
the heavily invested narrative
of a perennial ‘enemy’ in India
leads to an instinctive ostrich-

like head in the soil, and
denials by Pakistan. Situational
irony is magnified by the
chairing of the global body of
keting governance e, the
. by the son of Indias
Home Minister (equivalent of
Interior Minister in Pakistan),
Jay Shah.

Pakistani social media is agog
with memes of Kathik-calling-
Karthik allusions and its ques-
tionable neutrality in han-
dling the current situation. Fair
as that concern might be from
a Pakistani perspective in nor-
mal times, it still does not take
away from the genuineness of
security concerns in Pakistan.
For Pakistan to give examples
of the security cover afforded
tor India’s Foreign Minister on
arecent visit to Pakistan as an
cxample of its preparedness to
host matches with tens of
thousands of spectators and
other accompanying circum-
stances, is contrived and gross-
ly stretched logic. Pakistan is
in the midst of an undeniable
and complex security crisis
and will only be able to resume
cvents with Indian participa-
tion, once the ground securi-
ty situation changes. For now,
it is clearly beyond political
one-upmanship,

(The writer, a military veteran,
is a former Lt Governor 1;[
Andansan ¢ Nicobar Islands
ard Pacducherry; the views
expressed are personal)

("3011;1]TO THE EDITOR

CLIMATE CRISIS
Madam — The editorial, Deliver tangible
results' (Movember 13), should sensitise all
the concerned. The COP29 is seen more
as a ritual congregation than as producing
anything tangible in the interest of human-
ity. The present economic order, marked
by rabid chasing of capital for instant prof-
its with its predatory character, knows no
sentiments, As tn{!i1fl] has gained such
power over the policies of a government
or even changed the government itsell 1o
muke its course further smooth. In this
background, Trump regaining his politi-
cal power grossly reduces the scope for any
further positive developments in  this
affair. He is for outright support for Faster
loi for mines and oil wealth o

what benefits the nation and
its people. Science and histo-
ry, though based on facts, are
often viewed through the
lenses of time and place. A
major thrust of NEF 2020 is
skill development, with the
objective of enhancing
employability by integrating
vocational training and prac-
tical learning into the curricu-
lum. The inclusion of cours-
s on data structures, pro-
gramming, machine learning
and artificial intelligence is
intended to prepare students
for a tech-driven future, NEP
2020 also encourages societal
engagement through initia-
tives like internships and
community visits, fostering
creativity and real-worl
problem-solving  skills.
Institutions  like NIT
Uttarakhand have already
embraced the NEPs multidis-
ciplinary model, focusing on
rescarch and innovation to
build a skilled and socially
conscious workforoe,
(The author is the BIF
Conncilon, New Delhi views
are personal)

enrich the rich at the cost of the very sur-
vival of the living beings,
The latest manifestations of climate change
are serious signals w attend to the dam-
agges inflicted on the environment but have
yet to be taken seriously by any country.
COP 29 that meets periodically, discuss-
e the issue, receives consents and commit-
ments for its resolutions from members but
utterly fails to put in practice to bring about
ny tangible improvements in the status.
‘e Indian government is not different.
e amendments brought in by the Forest
Act last year will see more damage to forests
and more men and material koss. Attaching
more importance to money has its toll on
livirg beings, which, under the present eco-
nomic order, is very difficult to infuse a
humane face to it.

A G Rajmohan | Anantpur

VISTARA MERGED WITH AIR INDIA

Madam — The Indian full-service airline
called Vistara Airines has finally reached
its merger completion stage with Air
India. With this, it is now only the Tata
Group-owned Air India in the cou o
manage the full- ce flight facility in
India. The ten-year-old Vistara, which is
a joint venture between Indian and
Singaporean companics, has finally flown
its Jast Night from Delhi to Singapore with
the code name UK. The premium Club

Inflation o

: ¥ -
o Lo

. Pl WMl L
he inflation rata based an the consumer

prica indax incraasad to 6.21 per cant in
Octobar, up fram 549 par cent in
Saptembaer, according to the data relsased by

Vistara tickets and pre-booking orders of
Vistara have allrm.ll:,' been shifted to the
Maharaja Club of Air India.

Although this whole merger and amalga-
mation process of Vistara is quite hearten-
ing, as Vistara is renowned for its quality
service, while Air Inclia grapples with some
service issues. Although Air India is in its
process of transitioning, any comment with
respect to its services quality and experi-
ence post merger with Vistara would be oo
early. Tatas are the trusted group of India,
and let’s not farget that their uir{! !
tribution holds a long history. They have
been in national service in India since 1932,
with the visionary mentality of JRD Tata.
The expansion of Air India with the merg-
er of Vistara will surely improve the avia-
tion aperations of Air India and also help
the Adr India group w focus mone on cus-
tomer-centric service with a memorable
quality experience in every flight.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

PROMISES AND POLITICS
Madam — The political scenario is getting
hotter as the stakes are very high in the

n the rise

the Ministry of Statistics and Programime
Implamentation. The incraase was driven by the
pricas af food products, particularly tha vageta-
blus, nspecially fomatass, ansans and potatoes
(TOP), rising abave 42 par cant.
This food Enflatan rose sharply to 10.87 par cent
in ctabar from 9.2 par cant in the prococsng
manth. Thara ks a greater nead for the govarn-
montto implement adtional supply-side mea-
sures 1o stabdsn food prices. A waakening of
the: rupee to an all-tme low (Novembar 13,
ruspons 83,40 agairist onn dollar) against tha dol
lar has atso raised the spectar of Inda’s ol
impart bill climbing, which could stoke inflaban
it il et pricas g up. S this s man-made
inflaticn, the government, which has virtsaly
Failed 1o chock Enfiation, neads to make all-out
affarts to chack it to give a sigh of ralief ta the
poar.

§ K Khosla | Chandigarh

Maharashtra state elections, Honours are
cven and fighting for supremacy is gear-
ing up in a fancy mood. Allegations and
counter-allegations are mounting up and
a war of words is now in a now-or never
situation. Freebies funds find routes in a
bigg wary, finding routes from the houschold
itenns and electronic items,
As the manifestos are out, the realities come
tor light in the electioneering. In the pub-
lic view, ebection manifestos are issued sole-
ly to sway voters, who know they will hear
about these promises again only when the
next election comes, People will have to
simply wait and watch as mute spectators,
I parties truly believe in the validity of their
manifestos, they should allow voters to
Judge these promises on their own mer-
its, rather than muddying the waters with
divisive or defamatory statements. The real
lie lies in cheating voters. Lies lay low ina
political flow of fight between EVMs and
clectorates,

C K Subramaniam | Meombai

Sand your feedback loc
letlerstoploneer@gmail.com
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UNVEILING
THE SHAKTIS

Shakti forms are central to authentic spiritual practice.
Nature's energies are accessible but require dedication

ASHWINI GURUJI

Tz creation is governed by certain Shakfis. As you progress in your
sadhana, you can expenence their forms. Every day, each one of
the 365 days, is govemed (sanchalit) by a specific shaksi. That is
why the imporfance of miarm and daily praciice is insisted upon in yoga.
If one misses the sadfhana for even a single day, the shakti of that day
is left behind and the sadhana of an entire year goes fo waste because
in Brahmand, if a single thing goes missing then its effect is felt on every-
thing — our body, the earth, as well as other planets and stars,

Ewvery Shakti has a day, but one need not perform rituals to access them.
In yoga and fantra, there i no ritwal, just the sadhana of Shakl. it is impor-
tant to understand the shaki of each day and the Swaroop of that shak-
1i. There is a name for every form of Shakti, but af the present moment,
we will only be discussing their forms. The names are taken only after
penerating the capacity in the body, through specific sadfanas. At a basic
leved, when you do diyan with wour gury, you can see certain forms in
himyher, like the: sun or aven the moan, Ever wondered where thasa forms
come from and what they represent? There are many sadhaks who have
reported seeing the form of the sun in dfyar. What is so special about
the Sun? H you look at the Sun at the time of Sunrise and Sunset, keep-
ing the awareness of Manipoorak and chanting the manira "Ram’, you
will find a certain glow starts coming into the body and just within a
maonth you will start looking very different (A word of caution here, for
any yogic practice it is important fo have a Guru who guides you as per
your capacity).Just lke the sun, the moon too is an extremely interest-
ing energy. The moon merely reflects the light of the Sun, but with that

light, it can attract the tides as well as the earth's surface on a full moon
night. Have you ever thought about it- what is so special about the moon?
Not just that, on a full moon night, animals become violent, the mental-
Iy unstabde start behaving funnily and accidents and fights are on the
rise. Right now | am only discussing the basic aspects, fo give you a
hint that there is something different about these forms, What that is, is
a subject of experience and you will get that experience with the cor-
rect practice of Sanalan Kriya.
The speciality of the Moon is that it looks calm and peaceful but it is
more volatile than even the Sun. When you look at the moan under the
guidance of a Guy, you will be able to see al the mantras in its form
because you cannot sge the sun, which channelises that Shaksi, Thera
are cartain shakfis which you cannot see and so there are certain other
shaktis through which you can see and feel their effect, it becomes an
experience for you. And fill you have that experience, yoga is a waste
for you, nothing can happen and nothing is possible.
Experience is the basis of yoga. Al the things that we see in the sky and
on the earth, there are so many flowers of so many different kinds and
colours, if you simply look af them withowt blinking your eyes under Guru
Sanighya, all the dedects and imbalances in the body disappear. But there
is a small problem... niyam. There should be no break in the practice,
and the break will come if you do not have the capacity for that Sihakly
or if you don't have a Guru. Nafure, everything that we see around us,
hias all the swaroops of shaktis hidden in it and all these shaktis are very
easily accessible. If ong makes him/Merself stir on these shaktis and
accesses them praperly, then they start following that person. The ning
days leading to Diwali are especially powerful because of the congre-
pation of specific shakfis during thesa days. Our ancestors prescribed
observing the vral of bratrmacharya during these days to make the body
strong enough to accept these Shakis.

(The wriler is a spintual gures; Views are personal)
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Al revolutionises the beauty
and wellness indu

try

DINESH SO0D

As global demand for unique beauty solutions surges, the sector’s embrace of Al

nnovative products and services
utilising new technologies are
hqfinm'ng to disrupt the beauty and
wellness sector. As a result, tradi-
tional skills need to be strength-
ened and combined with modern tech-
nological skills such as artificial intelli-
gence {Al), app development, augment-
ed reality for try-on services, data ana-
lytics and enhanced customer engage-
ment sirategies, Al has made significant
advancements in the beauty and wellness
sector, particularly as the demand for cus-
tomisat and personalisation has
increased,
This trend reflects diverse customer
preferences, lifestyles, body types and
genetic factors, Recent news about
Maybelline’s Al-powered “makeup” filters
for Microsoft teams has reignited discus-
sions on Al's role in the beauty sector. It
is crucial to explore how Al is transform-
ing the industry and to stay uqulcd an
the latest developments, The global
beauty industry market utilising Al was
valued at $216.12 million in 2020 and is
projected to reach $1.26 billion by 2027,
An industry report indicates that the
annual growth rate (CAGR) of ALin the
beauty sector from 2021 to 2027 is
expected to be 33,2 per cent, Several lab-
oratories have developed Al-driven skin
I tools that integ B
ed reality and artificial intelligence 1o
analyse skin ageing,
These tools can identify signs of ageing
and assess skin strength, providing tai-
lored skincare recommendations to pre-
vent further deterioration, Their aﬁgﬂ-
rithms are based on 10,000 images and
15 years of dermatological expertise.
Users can take a selfie and pm\:isc their
.a%c and skin type to receive an estimate
of their skin condition along with a per-
sonalised analysis. They will then receive
customised skincare prescriptions,
Al assists in analysing skin conditions,
recommending personalised skincare
and wellness routines and even predict-
ing trends, ultimately enhancing product
development and customer antlx}aclinn.
Acne is a common concern worldwide,
affecting 80 per cent of teenagers and 40
per cent of adults,
With Al a database of 6,000 images rep-

FORMULATIONS ot ncing tin e
THAN EVER conal preferences. '
BEFORE By using Al-powered tools,

enables accurate analysis and
personalised routine recommen-
dations for those suffering from
acne, This groundbreaking Al
technology jrnws from a library
of 10,000 authentic images eval-
vated by real dermatologists,
achieving an accuracy rate of
nearly 97 per cent across cight
clinical parameters and a wide
array of skin types.

In the ever-evolving beauty and
wellness industry, where innova-
tion fosters confidence and self-
expression, Al has become a
powerful ally in creating more
effective and prl'snnaljsc& prod-
uct formulations than ever before,

IN THE EVER- {-_Sy leveraging jig_#:vrrsi:[lgplliica_-
ions and capabilities, Al'is dri-

EVOLVING ving a |'¢v:s|u]:jun that is changin
BEAUTY AND how beauty and wellness m)ds-

ucts are developed, personalised,

WELLNESS and marketed.
From trend spotting to precise
INDUSTHY‘ product formulation, Al is

WHERE e

aping the beauty industry in
exciting and groundbreaking

|NNO‘"’ATIDN T_\‘;l)-'ri. ][r:_tcgraiing Al into llhc
ormulation process can also
FOSTERS ensure product effectiveness. Al

CDNF'DENCE AND algorithms can simulate how

ingredients are absorbed and

SELF- metabolised by the skin, identi-

EXPRESSION, Al ot b s efecie
HAS BECOME A This approach minimises

the
risks associated with b ngms

POWERFUL ALLY new products ta m;!'kd ;:J:_
ensures consumers achieve opti-
IN CREATING  mal results without mmpmn':ﬁ-

MORE EFFECTIVE lea(g their wellbeing. Traditionally,

¢ been
fits-all

incare products

AND  developed with a one

approach, often failing o mest
PERSONALISED il'l, i':'jdu.al cnns.umcli?‘ unigue
PRODUCT needs. Al changes this method-

ology by analysing various data
including skin type, age,

brands can create customised
skincare products tailored o
each customer's specific require-

rithms can assess a user’s skin
condition through photographs
and questionnaires, recommend-
ing or formulating products with
particular concentrations of
active ingredients that address
individual skin concerns,
Additionally, AT can analyse mol-
ecular structures o predict how
new compounds will interact
with human skin, significantly
reducing the time and cost of tra-
ditional trial-and-error meth-
ods.

The Al system recommends suit-
able ingredients, products and
skincare routines tailored to each
individual's needs. It can also sug-
gest branded products that
address specific conditions in
the beauty and wellness industry,
aiming to connect deeply WI!{
each customer’s preferences, As
technology continues to evolve, it
promises solutions that will
enhance both appearance and
wellbeing in the future,
[mpm'tanﬁy. your data remains
private; it is not stored and only
you can view the results unless
you choose to share your infor-
mation with others, A person-
alised experience is crucial for
success in the beauty and wellness
industry, Al technology plays a
significant role in identif:
each customer’s unique pr
ences and addressing their indi-
vidual needs,

As technology advances, beauty
companies are expected to intro-
duce innovative services that
enhance customer interaction
and contribute to the global
growth of the beauty market,
Online services are evolving
rapidly alongside these techno-
logical advancements. The
importance of websites, engaging
social media platforms and online
marketplaces is increasing. The
share of online revenue in the
beauty and personal care sector,
‘which was approximately 4.6 per
«cent in 2017, is projected to rise

future of the beauty and wellness
industry will depend on an
annel experience that
essly integrates online and
offline interactions, utilising a
range of digital tools to enhance
the consumer experience.
Virtual try-ons and consulta-
tions have become standard in
beauty retail; however, replicating
the human connection remains a
challenge, Online influencers and
“show me how" content are gain-
ing popularity as mmumcl';'fcal'n
to master services that they pre-
viously sought from profession-
als.
Additionally, live streaming on
platforms llzc Facebook Live and
Instagram significantly cngaigcx
younger consumers, In India
the beauty and wellness industry
is growing rapidly, expandin,
twice as fast as that of the Unite
States and Furope. Greater con-
sumer awareness and aspiration
have led to increased spending on
beauty and wellness praducts
and services,
Per capita spending on beauty
and personal care products rose
from Rs 450 per annum in 2017
to Rs 684 in 2022, with a further
se projected to Rs 772 by
. Today's consumers demand
unique experiences, making tra-
ditional approaches less effective,
There is a growing preference for
convenience and on-demand ser-
vices, which have become essen-
in the fast-paced lives of
working professionals. As a result,
there is an increasing need for
transferable skills within the
workforce in the beauty and well-
ness sector, as customer service
expertise becomes more in
demand :
(The writer is co-founder and
MD af Orane International, a
training partner of the National
Skill Development Corporation
and a network Member of India
International Skills Cenires, an
initiative of Gol; the views

resenting various ethnic skin types

ments, For ins

ance, Al algo-

to 18.2 per cent by 2025 The

expressed are personal)

Cybersecurity: Safeguarding a digital future amid rising cyber threats
India must act swiftly to secure its digital future in an era where technological prowess is now essential for national security

oday, cyber-attacks
Timpac: every aspect of
lifie, from government

cies and corporations to
s personal data
and privacy, While the reach
of cybercrime is vast, the
underlying  complexity
remains poorly understood
by many, with significant
security consequences for
nations that fail to address
these threats adequately.
Cyber-attacks threaten
national security and under-
score the vulnerabilities asso-
ciated with our
dependence on d
structure, Althoug

i

net has revolutionised the
world by providing incredible
convenience, connection and
comfort, these benefits come
with the challenge of safe-
guarding critical data and

i

WVIMAY PATHAK

infrastructure, As cybersecu-
rity becomes the essential
dc;{cnm for peace, prosperity,
and privacy in the d.i%:[;l' age,
recent incidents such as the
breach of 7.9 million cus-
tomer records at Indias stock-
broking firm Angel demon-
strate the necessity of
strengthening digital protec-
tions, While the internet facil-
itates ease of access, it also
introduces serious vulnerabil-
ities that call for immediate,

concerted efforts,

The recent cyber-attack on
Iran marks a chilling advance
in digital warfare, illustrating
that no nation is immune to
the risks of a hyperconnect-
ed world, As countries, cor-
porations, and citizens
expand their online pres-
ence, the scope for potential-
Iy devastating cyber-attacks
rises dramatically,

This incident serves as a
reminder of the need for
nations to address cyber-
space’s complex, escalating
risks, India, for example, is
undergoing a digital revolu-
tion with over 936 million
internet users as of December
2023, These "Digital Nagriks”
fuel a dynamic digital econ-
Qmy, 5y pum’n% critical sec-
tors such as healthcare, edu-
cation, finance and agricul-

ture. However, the rapid pace
of digital adoption ﬁu:i out-
paced Indias cybersecurity
measures, creating opportu-
nities for cybercriminals to
exploit these gaps,

According to the 2024 Cisco
Cybersecurity Readiness
Index, only 4 per cent of
Indian companies are fully
prepared to counter cyber
threats, exposing significant
vulncruhi[]}ﬂc:i within the
tal framework.
se mot only
from criminal organisations
but also from state-spon-
sored entities targeting Indias
economic and strategic assets,
Moreover, emerging tech-
nologies like artificial intelli-
gence (Al) enable more
sophisticated cyber-attacks,
including deepfake technolo-
gy and disinformation cam-

paigns, adding complex lay-

ers to cyber defenses,

In today’s world, technolog-
ical prowess in fields such as
Aland cybersecurity equates
to national security, rivaling
traditional military strength,
However, India faces several
challenges in coordinating
an effective cyber defense,
While initiatives like Cyber
Surakshit Bharat have shown
early progress, a comprehen-
sive national cybersecurity

strategy is still missing, which
limits effective threat
response and assessment, A
recent step forward has been
the Prime Minister’s Office’s
appointment of a cybersecu-
rity oversight official, but
gaps remain in the infra-
structure needed to support
sive defence,
Cyberspace’s borderless
nature complicates defence
efforts, as attacks can target
both military and civilian
assets globally, bypassing tea-
ditional political and geo-
graphic constraints.
India has implemented sever-
al initiatives to tackle cyber
threats. For instance, the
Cyber Fraud Mitigation
Centre (CFMC) at the Indian
Cyby me Coordination
Centre in New Delhi unites
major players—including

hanks, telecom providers and
law enforcement agencies—to
combat _online financial
crimes, This initiative, exem-
plifving  “Cooperative
Federalism,” enables swift
responses to fraud. The gov-
ernment has also introduced
the Samanvaya Platform, a
centralised repository of
cybercrime data to foster
interagency cooperation,
Diespite these initiatives, fur-
ther action is required to
establish a comprehensive
cybersecurity framework,
Without wnified regulatory
standards, gﬁ remain in
protecting the public and
private sectors, especially for
small businesses that may
lack the resources for robust
cybersecurity protocols,

This vulnerability could
undermine both national

security and public trust in
India’s digital infrastructure,
Programs like Cyber
Surakshit Bharat, the National
Cybersecurity Coordination
Centre (NCCC), and CERT-
In have all aimed to strength-
en Indias defences, with uﬁdi-
tional measures such as the
Information Security
Education and Awareness
Project (1SEA) helping to
create a culture of security
consciousness among citi-
zens. The 2023 Digital
Personal Data Protection Act
reinforces this commitment
by aligning with global data
security standards to improve
transparency and account-
ability among companies.
["J'allr.' writer is an assistant
professor, Indian Institute of
Information Technology,
Sanepat; views are personal)
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Speaking to the
State for citizens

The Supreme Court’s order on demolitions is a
welcome reminder to the executive to function
asa custodian of constitutional values

hat the executive needed to be reminded of

its role is worrying, albeit not surprising.

Given delays in investigation and the judicial

process, retributive vigilante justice has
always had an appeal to certain segments of the
public. Governments should be immune to this—
but not all are, and not all the time.

In recent years, especially, partly from a desire to
appear decisive and responsive, and partly to pander
to the public’s demand for immediate retributive
justice, several state governments have started
subseribing to what they popularly term "bulldozer
Justice™, the demolition of the propertics of those
accused of crimes (with the magnitude ranging from
heinous ones to minor offences that disturb the
peace). There have been voices raised in protest,
pointing to the unconstitutionality of such

demolitions which are a blatant display of overreach,

but these have been ignored. The usual defenceis
that the property in question was illegal.

On Wednesday, following an order in September
when it said it would issue guidelines for
demolitions, the Supreme Court did so, specifying
the details of the process that needs to be followed
while demolishing even those properties that violate
some laws or encroach on public land (which need
to go, of course, but with due process).

The two-judge bench has unequivocally stated that

“bulldozer justice” is unconstitutional, for it subverts
the rule of law, violates the principles of natural
Jjustice and of powers of instil ns, and
the rights of individuals to shelter and a fair trial.
As the judgment spells itout, it is for a court to
declare a person guilty. Until it does, the accused is
presumed innocent. And even when a person is
guilty, the punishment has to be what is prescribed
by law {which does not prescribe, in any case,
demolition of property as a punishment). The
bench was critical of the approach of the state
governments, pointing out that the selective nature
of demolitions made their actions appear
retributory: Many of the victims were in the State’s
crosshairs for their political, and worse, in some
cases, religious beliefs. Understandably, the apex
court has held that such action “reminds one ofa
lawless state of affairs, where ‘might was right™.

The apex court’s directions on demolitions are
elaborate and clear. And its judgment is an eloguent
censure of the executive on its failure to uphold
constitutional values. The court has done its job.
Now, the executive has to fulfil its responsibility to
function as a “trustee” of citizens.

Civic bodies must be
fiscally empowered

Thc country’s pace of urbanisation — by 2050, the
urban population will rise by more than 50% over
the 500 million today — makes cities the focal
point for spurring growth. This needs empowered and
efficient city governments that have adequate finances
to function. Against this backdrop, a just-released
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) analysis of municipal
finance paints a concerning picture. The share of own-
source revenue (taxes and usage charges for services
such as parking, and waste collection) in municipal
finances has shrunk between 2006-17 and 2023-24
(budget estimates). And within own-source revenues,
usage charges outweigh mxes.amom mble rewznue
source. The share of
governments increasing over the years raises temp

Ending digital divide
among school goers

What if each student is
given a computer? This
would be much better
than some of the
schemes our political
parties come up with

b current school systent in
India is failing us with
learning outcomes as the
Annuel Status of Education
Report (ASER) illustrates
each year. This is truly
tragic. One ofthe biggedt gifts India can
give tothe ageing workd in the coming
decades is youth. But it is a gift only if
the young it offers are educated, The
sttistics are telling Average ages
across the workd are B in Africa, 29in
Indlia. 40in Chinaand the USand over
44 in the European Union, South Korea
and Japan — with Japan nearly 50,
Traky nearly 48 and Germany neardy 46
being the highest. Therefore, the fact
that young Indians suffer from poor
learning outcomes is a matter of
wimost concern not just for India but
for the world. In fact, Dndw.l.'m‘wm

salaries, more schools, and betver facili-
tes. Wie have over 14 milli hools,

|I|i|glilmd|a(mubeha:derd\ange(

bust the ASER illustrates that inthe 1418
age growup, mane than half the chiklren
strugghe witha division ofa three-digit
mamber by one digit Clearly, outcomes.
are mowing upvery slowly.

A every age between 020, India
has roughly about 20 milllion people
and sa, if we take from

ting GST

Iemmdhdwnahmmslmm
Eirme o wastes s decade
will pass by then and it w?‘mw
young anymons,

‘What is:an cxperiment we may try
to provide a chance to some of these
children? | am reminded of a conver-

10-20, it willl be arcund 200 million
people. We all recognise that labour
productivity in India is low
amd disguised unemploy-
ment in agriculture is high,

ke India can boastof the
best digital public infra-

sation | had a decade ago
with Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar. | wason his y advisory

beard then and, ina car ride,
he mentioned that for Biha-
ris yowdon't need to provide
the solution You just nexd o
slvow them a prizein the dis-

structure (D) in the world, tance over & rocky path and
witness our remarkable Janmeja ya they will find a way to get
Aadhaar, unified payments Sinha lhm:liwmsrh'ts‘lustshﬂu

interface, and Digilocker 1o
name a few. Our schools
soem to be unaffected by the develop-
ments that are bakmg plau- in tech

Tl'l'.‘ hwe isthat withthe brilliant learni

o
1R Prog
[self.

ivated children who

Inrlnnthcim«n and can get qualified to take open board exams WSt

fromthe original aliotiee.

Five, watching ather thingson the

in every
mn:r.ﬂmsluulbmsudwlm
withattached desks and benches that
cannot be stolen. These butldings
should have r 24 hours a day

ith.
Gl\en?hsl 1 believe what the HP
India managing director is saying an

nology and g

ngmct.
recognise that the entire system
S;e:lsq reloak. How might we embed

in education

sworth trying. Give every
child in India a computer, Begin with
the children in the ages 10-20 years of
age. This would bea much better gift
h: ofthe cther

delivery? Imagine an individualised
xmlml.Wcmlmmm

cal parties employ before elections.
How might ascheme: ke this work and

powe
witha grong Wi i itha
pty-for -use option,

Three, at these locations, a repee-
sentative of the computer manufac:
turer should be presentor available
virtually arcauns the clock. The repre-
sentative should be able to teach the
kidugrwwusemmmw— basic:
stuff.

Four, the representative should
alsohablrlog\lldrlkcmldmn to

should be allowed but
would incur charges.

‘This scheme is ot an altemative to
the current schools and education
system. It isa supplement. I8 will pre-
vent digital apartheid and provide a
chance for some motivated children
w escape poverty and be productive
additions tothe werkforce. The hope
s thatwith the brilllant learning pro-
wmnlw avad lable today on the net,

there may be asmall percentage (say
15%) of self- motivated children who
bearn on their own and can get quali-
fied o take open board exams and
improve their lot. This approach may

cople. [t
\nn'll stabilise firally in 20720t 10 hilliar.

wll:«rlml clachievement Identifici-

_ Hay outan initial outline of o possi-

qualified

not charged for data umg Furlh\-sr

Sﬂll\ Asin and Africa B
It ls not that mw’tngmcq.laﬂyuf

M:mlnaqnﬂy‘mﬂm
cmbedding tmlmng in delivery by

One, every child gets a compater
agalnsi an Axdhaar number. The

the Indian nmlnland state g;wem
ments. Th

nation I:'uadmls casier and using
for recetving these broad-

education has not changed — teacher
tralning, teacher attendance. teacher

casts and emgaging with them. But we.
all understand that achieving some-

or the
order, and we sl'wutd.tr}-and nlnln a
camputer below 215,000, This com-

puter meay not be resold and itshould
hcmnblcdifmcﬂrqgerpmnchmges

ted unlimited usage withouta d1|.1
charge. Some gamification should be
done o that there is a tournament
with monthly prizes culminatingina
yearly in differ-

System
by observation amd experimentation.
1 can almost hear the uplifiing beat of
Eddy Grant’s Apartheid-era song
Girmnure Hipe Jo'mna being sung by all
the disadvantaged children of India,
Please let us give them hope!

cntsubjcﬂs.hmmrsﬂmmhc o
vided with digital certificates.

Janmscjaya Sivha i chairman India, BOG.
The views expressed are personal

How platform power
shapes political choices

n his 2024 campaign. Donald Trump
adopted a novel political strategy by
aligning with powerful influencers like
Elon Musk. Joe Ilngm and Peter Thiel.
Unilike A

shares surged 12% during premarket trading,
post the results, translating to around a $100
Billion bump market capitalisation, On
mesday Trump appnintcd Muskmlcan! a

'panyslmtegles Tmmpsappmach markcﬂ
it shift i n huw

Onceﬁhcmustmmurﬂuyoumesnl
this strategy was it fectiveness

di
ﬁkums wha mmm:md I:u'gc Inyal inllnw

'I‘hi; sirategy harnessed the reach of these
o engage new consti 5
espedally younger and t-minded
voders, creating a “political D2C model that
bypassed traditional media and party struc-
tures, By leveraging prominent voices,
Trump not only revitalised support among
his base but also expanded it to include
groups that had not previously engaged with
his campaign, including Latinos and some
African-American voters.

For this campaign, Trump capi-
talised on the unique reach of indi-
viduals who have cultivated credi-
bility with specific audiences, Joe
Rogan, the host of the massively
popular “The Joe Rogan Experi-
ence” podeast, engages millions of
listeners with his direct, unfiltered
discussions, which appeal to
younger., individualistic voters who
often view mainstream ﬂwdin u‘\;ih

Lloyd
Mathias

ers, especially within Latino and nfr:mn
American communities. Trump's campaign,
aided by this new "political D2C™ model,
delivered messages that addressed issues
directly relevant to these communities. from
cconomic opportunitics to issues of individ-
ual freedom. Influen cers offered a sense of
authenticity and relatability that iraditional
political channels often lack, allowing Trump
to attract minority voters in a way that was
previously challenging for his campaign.
hypnszme conventional media, this DRC

approa

Ing strateghes used in consumer
industries, where brands reach cus-
tomers dircetly through trusted voi-
ok, 'I'I|isa1|o~\\|i Trunlpw COnnect

DALER JUMA

\.l

Over the past 30 years,
] ajikistan, more than 1,000
red. The rapid

glaciers have disappear

melting of glaciers is a ¢ !
in the global context of protecting

water resources

tof 14,000

rious threat

What COP29 needs to do
on climate finance goals

critical decision to make on deivering

he ongoing 2nh Conference of Parties
. I (COP29) in Baku, Azerbaljan, has a
finance. In 2000, at the Cancun round

keep in mind that the remaining n#uanlum
will eventually have to be sourced
capital marker

Clearly.. amﬁulagmmmtnn I'Imncr

of the global climate talks, d g
. ) A

with cally

been either indifferent or opposi-

tional to his platform, creating new

avenues for support within demo-

graphics that have felt overlooked
litical

ved P
tries $L00 billion pe':yenr by 2020,
However, ever since the adoption of the
Unidted Natbons Framework Comvention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC)in E392, developed

atCOF
finance. Thc ultimate ob]«lwt is to

countries and unlock financial markets for
financial flows aimed atclimate action. This

by
This growing influence of private

ces through Rogan, Try I h

Itics raises significant ques-
‘s future. As recently

people who might atherwise frel discon-
nected from politics, let alone a candidate
from a traditional conservati w'ra

Perhaps the most influential of these alkies
wis Elon Musk, whose support on his own
platform, X (formerly Twitter), reshaped
how Trump's messaging reached the public.
Musk's endorsement wasn't limited to state-
ments of support; he used his position as the
plartform owner to amplify Trump's message,
sometimes even bypassing normal content
limitations. This was a striking departure
from 2021 when Trump was banned from
Twitter during the final of his term. He
Tead over 58,9 million fol kowers at that time.

Musk's invelvenent gave Trumpa reach
of over 200 milllon users (Musk's follower
count is 203 millien). umb]ing him to

a5 2018, a storm broke cut on a revelation
that Facebook shared data with Cambridge
Analytica, which used the data to hokog
cally target voters during Trump’ gpgé':ﬁ p-bél
tgn. The firr s
of interfering with the Brexit referendum.
F ark Zuckerberg testified
im Eront of the US: and the firmiapal-
ogised for its role in data harvesting, Face-
book was fined $5 billlon by the Federal
Teade Commisséon due to its privacy vioka-
tions. The firm also paid a £500,000 fine to
thc UK Informaticn Commissioner’s Office
the data of its users, Cambridge
.-\n:lyllm led for bankruptcy. Clearly. all
this water i under the bridge now,
Trump's campadgn demorstrated that tech
moguls, podiast hosts, and investors now
wiehd

smcluc that vakies Musk's l'n.-ﬂq::edl ideals

and autonomy risks for urban local governments’
expenditure including delays and politicisation of
ransfers, The solution lies in increasing own-source
revenue, which allows municipal corporations to
,,' rv.‘spond toc Y needs,

Butth done. TH I

hanging fruits, of course — better targeting for property
tax recoveries (coverage inmore than 0% of municipal
corporations remains below 80%), dynamic pricing for
usage charges such as parking, closing the gap between
service delivery and usage charge through periodic
review, and instruments such as municipal bonds.

The long-term solution, however, lies in greater fiscal
decentralisation — devolution of revenue streams from
the state governments tomunicipal bodies, This calls
for political will, not just at the state level but also at the
Centre, since devolution can't be a mere “give-only”™
pathwayat the state level; the state governments will

This influ-
mmend&wllbmnduu s immedi-
ate followers, reaching millions who may not

have sought out political content or even
supported Trump initially. The fact that
Musk owns the platdorm itselfl introduces

complex questions about the mwrdvri
vate | over public di

power over publicopinion,
often rivalling that of traditional news outlets

provide “new and additional” climate firance
to developing countries in order to enable
them to undertake climate measures without

e i

ties.

The 2015 Paris Agreement required the
countries todefine a New Collective Quanti-
fied Goal (RCQG) on climate finance before
20:25. Ax Baku, there are three key
issues in finance: quantum, sour-
cing, and access modalitics of such
financing,

On the quantum gquestion. the
second Needs Determination

wold require reducing the debt burden of

and the
financial markets begin to loak at it the risks
and returns differently — in a manner that
favours climate investment in developing
countries. While instruments such as “debe
swaps for climate” and “risk guarantees” lave
been propesed and indeed experimented
wh.&'escalcvllhe :Mlengeh&c:quuw
bolder commitments.

“The issue of prohibitively high
lenuding rates in developiing coun-
tries compared to developed coun-
tries, ulomﬁm:h the bulk of global
financial flows being restricted
within the OECD countries, has
been well documented. Hence,

Report by the Standing Committee Manish A

on Finance under the UNFCOCC estl- ensuringa flow of climate finance
mated that between $5-7 trillion Kumar todevelnping countries at
would be needed by 2030 tomeet  Shrivastava  be lending rates is key. The success
half the needs of 98 countries. is  ————  of COP2, therefore, should not be
no surprise, therefore, that develop- assessed only by the quantum of

ing countries, including India, have asked for
commitments of $1-2 trillion under the NCQG.
Given the scae of financing required. it hasto

or political machinery, Thy
Lngpo pollnglsrwu;)ponwllll—aydmlnlplalhm:
ownership, as seen with Musk, points to a
future where platform béas could shape elec-
tion cutcomes, prompting discussions on
whether new regulations are needed to
vn.ﬁlm fair political discourse,

wellas (heinﬂlmﬁ nfpl:u[mlmmsw
election:
And m—muu'. it works both ways. Tesla's

I RUMP'S CAM
\I()'\ ST I

3 N
I"OF TRADIT I(’Jh AL
\I'\\‘a(}L ILETS ANI
POLITICAL \lf\{,HNI RY

extend beyond the
United Smes as nations like India observe
similar trends where influencers hold sway
aver public opinion. In regions with large
youth populations or rapidly growing social
media use, influencer-driven politics could
redefine how campaigns engage with voters.
To malntaina hals.ncchclwcmfr&spc«h

be p SECHOT SOUTCEs.
Going by the long-term trend of the leverage
ratio between public finance and private
finance (1:4), $1-2 wrillion must be sourced
thraugh budgetary allocations by developed
countries 1o mobilise $5-7 wrillion in aggre-
gate. However, that might not be enough
£fven that quantum cnly meets half the needs
ofbess than 100 countries out of 194 signato-
ries tothe UNFOCC.

In addition to the scale, however, the

finance it agrees on but must also consider
the scope of its influence on making the
glotal financial markets I‘:wuraur rem.
mateac

toensure thatthe NCOG is adequate, pmd:u—
able, and of quality, developed countries must
notonly commit public resoures at scale but
also put M«muﬂicmﬂiﬂ'ﬂymm di-

would h‘
o revisitcountries’ m‘dltmliny.llmxudbc
wise to think of the potential that developing
offer for averting the climate crisis,

with timely investments as a measure of
credit ratings in addition to the macroece-
i li { these

bokl political decisions. The limited ability of
public finance in developing countries to
unlock the potential of financial miarkets for

and fair political influence,

climate. well COP27 had

worldwide may need to consider rcglﬂalury
frameworks that prevent potential abuses of
power by platform owners while safeguard-
ing open discourse.

Trump's 2024 campaign exemplifies how
influencer endorsements and platform
poweer are resha ping political strategy.

categori cally underscored how high detst bur-
dens of developing countries limited their
abéliry to fully leverage the fiscal instruments
tol vise d | fior chi-

nomic strensth and I stalility
countries.

Ultimately, if timely climate investments
are ot made, the stability of the global eco-
naomic order itself may be prone to dimate-in-
duced risks. The outcome of COPZ3in werms
of climare finance, therefore, could only be

heb i the fl da. [f beitar

mate action. Accessing $1-2 trillion through
debrt instruments. therefore, isn't an option

be firm and forward-looking.

for e “qmg t
fiscal lverab further

ik Jl‘rluw anid
Timate

Earth
O\nw]’JMﬂm ‘The Energy and Resources Insti-

S whith Loy Maih o am inde their adaptive capacity with
need to be recipients of fiscal decentralisation as well. pemdent dis Theviews expressad arep regards to the climate crisis. One must also tute (TERI). The views expressed are personal
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Tightrope walk at Baku

The question is not just how much climate finance
is needed, but how reliably it will be delivered

STHE 12-DAY Conference of the Part {wpze} gets close toits
mid-point at Baku,Azerbaijan, much g made outof India’s
low- lmy presence at such an important 3|u|:|a| event, A practical
understanding of the same is that India continues to walk a
tightrope, As the world ponders moving to greener energy pastures, India
cannot do so just vet, as a growing population also demands more energy,
which simply cannot be provided with green sources at present. India has
already made its stand on the issue dearhyauung that its goals will be pri-

oritising ace bility, green credit initi fairfinancing,and achievable
dlmate goals for dl!wﬂupdng economies,

(s pectsinitsbach nd — the re-electionof Don-
ald’ [‘rurrm t | ioni ssly pulled out of the Paris Accord

anmzr.,..u hoproudlyemt I
in inance over th By
US climate envoy John Podesta assured that Trump'svictory “is not the end
of our ﬂsht fuladeanel safer planet”, the US has historically under-deliv-

rill, haby rill”; am:thlna s

eredonitsi As for China, while its contri-
butions to depluly mnrzwahlu eru!rgy Lechnu]ugy are slgmﬂ.cant its mudwu.
canbe ible on day 1whenit lapro-

pu-.a] to discuss the European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment Mecha-
nism [LBAM],w}dch he|r] hal:k L{JPZ')‘& agenda forawhile.

M THE LAST two decades, the
waorld's economic centreof gravity
[WECG) has swayed towards the
emerging market economies
(EMES), which now account for
30% of global economic activity and a
quarter of tlu gl.ohal trade. These

Brazil,

©® RESHAPING GLOBAL ORDER
BY LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER, EMERGING MARKET ECONCMIES CAN ACCELERATE PROGRESS

The rise of EMESs

AMIT KAPOOR

Chair, Institute for Competitiveness

China, India, [ndnnesla,i\h.exl.cn, Russia,
Saudi Arabla, South Africa, and Tiirkiye —

advanced economies, reaching appmx:l

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

® PROMOTING FAIR PLAY

Union minister for sports Mansukh Mandaviya
Our athletes are the pride of the nation, and
it is essential for them to have access to tools
that support clean and fair competition

equitable,and resili

China's ambitious Belt and Road Initia-

tive, which focuses on massive invest-

ments in infrastructure projects across
Asla, Africa, and Europe, provides lessons
on the sale and seope of infrastructure
development, While countries such as

FPakistan, Kmﬁa,mdlndomglaamaheady

benefitting from Chinese-funded  pro-

jects, th 1

g the long-

doubling their ghamir‘\‘glo‘hal(}U]"slMe
2000.01 ipheral pl

in the global economic 1lygtem‘ these
natlons haue naw hecume pr.lwnrful

leal domi Fad 4

in2023, Imm

termdebti d envi

etary Fund projections for 2024-20 lﬁ
suggest that this trendwill continue, with
EMDES

This lmpren‘l‘w rise comes with its

tal impacts of thesa lnwmmenr.L Uthm

h e EM B rusecd trsbaarm fis

China'ssu 1

wture

fon of advanced dacli
The]l‘berallsatmnaftrade upeclal)y

This transformation Is therefore not just
amatter of economlies and numbers; it

the World Trade Drganl:amm, has
boosted exports and attracted foreign
investrment, with China, India, and Viet-

economic growth pngesa unlque chal-
lenge. It calls for an alternative model of

overhang and environmental degrada-
tion, Similarly, Indla's commitment to

Wuwth not driven by As

F l: Ry capacity,

1l puts pressure on natural resources, Alr

lessons for countries struggling to sacure

P Tiodeli scape — shifts in uwer mfluam:e and nam becomin, Layers in the global Nution in cities like New Delhi, defor- energyaccess. Our scaling upof sclar peo-
Overall onthe §100billion ayear P P i ey playe & po gy g U P
cumrﬂmtlun d.uuder] ln 20097} hE lack of a f | agreement among the supply chain. As per the estimatesby the | estation in the Amazon,andwater scarity jects and investment in Innovative tech-
nftheghhal nrmr.whatarethebnpllca- Warld E Outlook, In parts of Africa are testa- nologies such as green hydrogen s a
whowillhand out how much hascon- tiona of this reorganisation? 2024 spillovers and shocks p ment to the climate change | model for other cnumrles part ularly
tributed toth have gained infamy for. The New Qua EME; are typically nations thatare in | from EME can account for The rise of Versus I trade- | th to diver-
fied Collective (.uual the replacement of the 100 billion contrit is it dbytheirmpid | up to 10% of output varia- emerging off, The shared prosperity | sify thelr energy mh: and reduce depen-
anticipated this vear, Experts have estimated that it needs to be at § 2.4 tril- lndusmalmatlnn,ex anding consumer tion in ather emerging mar- i hall bel i dence on fossil fuels,
b : et andageowing middle-ls kets and 506 In advanced s much e T
market, and a growing mi -class pop- ets an in advance arge ab h ging The riseof i
r”:_';;?m un]:]aeta:ﬂng temperatures, but with COP's historic inefficiency, it Lation whil __ integ i s three years, ‘mam thanjutt markets. Latest estimates by fore more than just about economic
y . N " . he gl Though th d Trade, parti through bout S&P Global poi out that th — It is also about th h
As Fur_r]ndla,it 16t a unique position of being the third-biggest emitter going rapid growth, the countries' infra- glnhal value chains [GUC;} growth despite anticipated growth, | ideas,strategies, and experiences across
afterChinaand the US (8% of global emissions), but it isalso at the receiving structure, financial systems, and regula- key ing markets are | borders. Through South-South coopera-
end of climate development funds, as it is still a developing country, To its ¥ rk illintheearlystages ' hannel, Fi on pectedmmach only BM tion, these countries have the chance to
credit, the Centre has managed to achieve two targets of the 11 of i gswith it certain demand from G2 of the per capita income of ad works, learm fry hothers
. 21023 th " hall and ies, Invest- revenue growth from sltwe shocks, economies by 2035, with a few exce| mistakes and adaptsolutions tothelrown
determined contributions ahead of time — asof B P° ¥ P P

sity of its GDP was reduced by 33% (target being 30-35%), and 43.81% of
its cumulative electric power installed capacity came from non-fossil fuel-
based energy, The targets have been subsequently updated for 2030, How-
ever, India remains the third-largest emitter based on the sheer size of its
population and industry, and phasing out fossil fuels will be secondary to
atmlns to \‘he energy needs of the naLiLm

ments in these markets are usually char-
acterised by a high level of risk, but also

while those exposed to import competi-
tion may face revenue declines due to

thoms, Whlleemerynsmkeuwllloon
trib bal Ty, the

unique challenges. Such collaboration
opens up the possibility for emerging

flnnhzt develoy faced By

country”

chotherinareaslike gov-

witha possibility of high retums. Emerg- | downstream logical v capit ai I gg-mhatthelr emmleglu]napfmgmdtheuhm
Ingmarkets arevolatile buttheyoiferthe | leaj Ern[gln& such as mabile han]unsm development may be uneven and slow,
palemlallnqlum in the early stages of a India and digital platforms in g ongoing and pro-
vih.Inthe 19305 Asia, has pld g pecially dunlmylmpmmmu Hence, despite ernalu:e Infrastructure, financial inclu-
devel inth i and servi u:mn.Mean-

r.'mergmg malket and
E: ‘EanT%

Coml 1 How-
ever, gluha]]eadm. have been seen Lulal:k the urgencytnmmmjt tonet zero
he effects of climatec become glaringly obvious. Devel-

upmg countries also need to play their part For the sake of our future
hoped that COP29 should be able toagree to a mechanism which uses mar-
ket-based instruments such as carbon credits to incentivise low-carbon
development. As Arunabha Ghosh, CEO of the (_rJum:I] on Energy, I:nu'JrrJn-
ment and Water, has said, COP29 should raise b

ity of climate finance. The question is not just how muchls needed, but huw
reliably it will be delivered.

China trade war is one
Trump need not fight

THIS 1SN TTHE same China that greeted Donald Trump aftes his firstwinin 2016.The

ECOnomy, uw:ewlclely 'belll!vedama course to knock lJmLIQuEhtq perch as the pre-

eminent some ilities that don't

be goi o Andth ident-elact b radewar

henolongerneeds to fight.

IQlt yem on from the fiest Trump shock, the global picture |Lq||lte different,
saucet

of the gl.o'hal GDPbased on pulr:haglng

while, young, growing populations in
coumnitries like Indlaand Inedl la drive

differing pnht]ca] aystems, cultural back-
these

slan, soclal welfare, and sustainakbility,
these their own

s’om hall

o,

power parity (PPF), while ad
economies made up 630, By 2007-08,
the two blocs had equal shares of the
global GDP. Since then, the share of
EMDEs has gradually surpassed that of

India and the

with the ageing demugraphl.cg afdwe]

Ey I ging thelr callective experl-
ences and strategies, EMEs have the

oped Political and potential amodel of coopera-
reforms,suchas B F Tt Bing (! withthe
and India’s 1991 1ib unlocked ibility of creating maore

NIRVIKAR SINGH

Professor of econamics, University of Cabfornia, Santa Cruz

progress ensuring that the benefits of
development are widely shared across

populations, regions, and generations.
With contributions from Meenakshi
Afith, sewior researcher, Institae for
Competitivensss

US elections

India’s leaders will have to work harder to keep its
economy growing at a rate that will bring meaningful
improvements in the lives of the bulk of its populace

THE IMPORTANCE OF the recent US
elections for India cannot be overstated.
The polltl.cal landscape in the US has

The yof China,northe belief in
I America is the | y star. Forecasts from the Intema-

Jonal M Fund rel he election showed geroutlook

fiorthe LS. The projects b immed Despite thedimviewof growthand

Inflation that Trump propagated during th pakgn, American leadership of the

s!nha]monumylsallwzandmll

mr.lremnnl!y, sh d,and inflation Is stuck dy close t

zero.All point to anaemic domestic demand. This lsn't Just a round of numbers that
show stimulus is wamnted rJ\at kind of data has been around fora while, and offi-

Donald Trump is not
just an America-first ideologue, though
that has been a part of his thinking for
decades. He i3 also driven completely hy

If-interest, and is totally t
Inhis appmach He Is also not somesne
whao respects experts, especially those
with scientific expertise, Perhaps these
traits are common amang autocrats —
pumng their own Interests and efos

cials have i h, If the decline in | con-

‘tinues, thowgh, itwill show the first annual FD outflow since at least 1990, That was
the year after the army crushed protests in Tlananmen Square, turmning the nation
into a pariah — fora while, It would be anotherdncade hefure ‘Washington greased
China's entry into the World Trade Organi; F that

Il else, with all their rel
andmmpretatmns oftheworld around
them being subordinated to the need to
dominate, to be seen B correct in thelr
decisions, and d adul.

lenging than the last four years, in
which a consistent strategic posture,
still in the pursuit of US self-interest,
allowed for the possibility of collaby

nomic growth path. A global econonmy
faced with greateruncertainty may also
come with higher interest rates, and
greater cautlon among investors.

tions in areas such as technolegy and
national security. While the Trump
administeation may be even more
hawkish on China, it will also be unpre-
dictable, and even If there are
favourable personal equations in play,
those can be subject to change. Mean-
while, the layers of bureaucracy that
build sustained collaba-

E fes run by typically
enricha but. Il g h
falls, and its impacts narrow. We have
seen Russia and countries in Latin
America and Africa go this route, but if
the US economy follows this path, the
global implications will ebviously be

much greater,
All of this means that India's leaders
willhave towork harderto

the expansion,

Asthat rapi h has dissi d,China is i
vastly more to the rest of the world than it buys, The .wrfelt
is on track to reach almost § 1 willion this year, according to

In the first 10 hs of 2024, ex-

onrecord, Forabaut two

deczdm Western finance ml.nlsters haw: urgad Chinato re-
balar
and focusing more on Iwme-gmwn demand. Beljing was

5 too. But
eral key —h ded appeti
consumers even after some of the harshest Covid restralnts
were lifted, Thi lal d by President Xi Jin-

ping's efforts to rein in local 'huql.nesqes ranging from ride-

How will these traits play out in
Trump's second term? He is already
bringing in loyalists who share his per-
sonality traits, and who are more
extreme than he is, because they carry
mare ideologieal baggage than he does.
US institutions will weaken further,
beyond what happened during Trump's
first term. This weakening will be the
result of the attrition oroutright removal
of expertise and ldeals of objectivity, as

approach which recognises the value of
balanced political and economic com-
petition,which lswhat good institutions
Ideally promote,

One reason for the rise of Trump and
what he mprl-_senu has been the i Incress-

if the US overt dl

thelast fewdecades,and the gmaterdl.ﬂ'l-
culty of achieving balance, especially in a
world of rapld technological and cultural
change. The US has absorbed people from
all over the world, and the strains of that
process have been showing in the rise of

Trumpand his cohorts. In contrast, India
rations In complex areas if even some of keeplt hasbeen di ita
such as technology and at a rate that will bring inc dl inati designed
innovation mayo\ﬂ]] be 1:“""".‘ plans hr meaningful Imprnwf with that existing diversity in n‘\lnd,

derTrump, tariffwalls are carried  ments in the lives of the  although inevitably with imperfections,
Insomeareas, suchascli- — out, every developing  bulkofits population. One "3 hat I dif
mate change mitigation country and the irany of the US election ferent from the process in the US, or even
and adaptation,the US s rid il results Is that they came from European countries that have been
likely tr.l retreat com- ~ WOrld economy wi weeks after thmeemnn handling similar strains,
lete i Ties beh d mists — Daron P O inthe D ic Party's

Siman Johnson and

like India having o rely

more on Europe and

sibly multilateral lnstltutlam
Itis possible U

Robinson - were awarded
a Nobel pnze for their work on the

will still view Indla as an attractive
investment upponunlty and as a risk-
reducingal hina, But there

pownl". In this kind of .q'ltuatlam,'same of
the worst damage Is done by those who
achlwe power through loyalty, rather

willbe no overarching US foreign policy
stance behind those private sector per-
spectives, In any case, if even some of
Trump's plans fnrtanffwa.lh are carried

i el upallb lesg th TheUSisin

periadic The sense of excep lism, though, fararoughride inthe next and

has been dealt a blow, In 2016, GDP Increased by almaost 706, Yes, it was slowing, but It instob howy the
targetof i damagewill be.

from a stratospheric bevel. Growth this yearwill struggle to meet th
5k, Pessimnibsm surrounds its economy, despite the recent rollout of stimulus and a
vow of more to come. Trump loves tariffs and has pledged more of them. That's an
additional headache China doesn't need.

Adour d hen Trump defeated Hlllaryclmmn lno,l:hnuglmotw
much China, The US wgest on record
'hyanyaf']‘rum qman}lmusmps,'hutLuvld 19 ﬁereceulnnthatthepandemlc

wrought if Trump
voters weren't feeling it. The dollar was a]ready havl.ng a pretty decent run before
Trump's victory sent it into overdrive, In the past week, stocks jurnped and bond
yields climbed, surges that could easily be explained by Trump's intention to pro-
long the tax cuts and pare down regulation. Then there are his pledges to signifi-
cantly ramp up tariffs on China and levy smallr.'r though still notable, charges on
Imparts from elsewhere. Many illadd toinflation —
exit polls showed prices were a major concern for voters — and discourage the Fed
from making deeper cuts in rates,

For India, dealing with a Trump

out, every di ping country, indeed,
the entire world economy, will be
harmed beyond what any bilateral equa-
tlons might accomplish for India's eco-

HE EDITOR

Govt failed on inflation

Inflation based on the consumer price
index rose to 6.21% in October, up
from 5.49% in b

the government to implement
additional supply-side measures to
stabilise food prices. Aweakening of
the rupee to an all-time low against

to data by the ministry of statistics
and progranme implementation, The
increase was driven by prices of food,
mainky vegetables (and among d\em

‘While farfrom perfect,the U lobal
growth, the same positive vibes once afu:rlbedml:hlna_ I.etshnpe Tmmp daem'\
botchit d The China he di
tlmeamundLm‘tthegamplam.

onians,
above 42%, Fmd inflation rose shanply
to 10.87% in October from 2% in

September, There is a greater need for

he dollar has also raised the spectre
aofindia‘s ollimport blII cllmbmg,
which could stok retall fuel

f the quality of economic
and pulltlcalmgt]tutl.ons in promating
economic development, India's leaders
may want to ponder on the lessons of
thiswork. It is true that the case of India
was not the best fit with these theories,
and neitherwas China, y dif

loss in the US was supposedly "identity
politics” But this claim is misleading:
the Republicans had their own version
of identity politics, which simply res-
onated better with a majority of voters,
The real issue is how diverse identities,
which have multiple dimensions (race,
religion, gender, social class, and so onj,
are managed in a competitive political
system. Evidence and intuition suggest

reasons, Some of the.di

dowithsize,which cnmplﬁateﬁ tmatl
a country as one unit, or

[ that di T innovation and
entrep hip, which to
rowth, if poli do not

E
unigue features, But in broad terms,
there is an intuitive appeal to an

Lower carbon footprint

Apropos of "COP29: A battle for more
funds® (FE, Movember 14), that many
weorld leaders decided to skip COP29
shaws their Iethugc attitude to

prices go up. Since this is &8 man-made
inflaticn, the government which has
wirtually failed to check inflation needs
to make all-out efforts to curb itand
give a sigh of relief to the poor,

SK Khosla, Chandigarh

the chmate crisis,
Countries like the US, which have
exploited the planet's resources, are
in na mood to atone. Donald Trump
even backed out of the Paris Accord,
The fact that neither India's Prime
Minister or any Cabinet Minister is

¥
exploit the strains of Increasing differ-
@NECE OF CERATE New strains.

artending the event also shows a lack
of seriousness towards & global crisis,
The fact remains that targets set inthe
last COP have not been met and the
funds pledged did not materialise.
The 1.5 degree Celsivs threshold has
also been breached, The need of the
hour is to make concerted efforts to
reduce carbon footprint and save the
planet from destruction,

Gumnoor Grewal, Chandigarh
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Modest means

Local bodies must be strengthened

he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has done well to initiate studies on the
fiscal position of local bodies and publish the findings, The first such
report on municipal corpormtion (MC) finances was published in November
2022, This was followed by a study of the finances of panchayati raj insti-
tutions, The RBI has now published a report on the fiscal position of MCs from
2019-20 to 2023-24 {Budget estimates, or BE). The study covers 232 MCs across the
country, Local bodies in India often receive limited policy attention, partly due o
the lack of data in a comparable format, It is to be hoped that accessible studies by
the RBI will help bring the necessary policy attention and enrich public debate,
The need for strengthening local bodies cannot be overemphasised, In the
context of MCs, it s worth noting that India is rapidly urbanising and needs to
develop civic capacity, As things stand, about 60 per cent of India's gross domestic
product (GOP) is generated in urban areas and over 50 per cent of its population
s expected to live in urban areas by 2050, However, most MCs are not geared to
handle the transition, largely because of a lack of resources, As the RBI report
shows, MCs' revenue receipts are just about (L6 per cent of GDP. Even this modest
number is skewed in favour of & handful of MCs — 10 MCs account for nearly 60
per cent of revenue receipts, The MCs" expenditure, revenue and capital, was
only about 1.3 per cent of GDP in 2023-24 (BE), Their own revenues include
levies such as property tax, fees, and user charges, Property tax accounts for
about 60 per cent of their revenue receipts,
However, MCs depend significantly on grants from the Union and state gov-
ernments, Transfers by the stat State Finance Comir
and flows under other heads constitubed abowt 30 per cent of revenue receipts
from 200920 to 2022-23. Transfers by the Union government were worth about
2.5 per cent of revenue receipts, MCs are also borrowing from the market, though
the amount remains small, at just about (.05 per cent of GDP. There is a strong
case for strengthening the state of MC finances and enabling them to perform
better. In most developed and developing countries, the share of local bodies in
general government revenue and expenditure is much higher. Increased dele-
gation of fiscal powers and social responsibilivy will help improve both economic
and social outcomes, It is always easier for voters in democratic systems to hold
their local political leaders to account.
To improve MC finances, interventions will be required at various Levels, Maost
importantly, MCs will have to work on boosting their revenues. Property tax, for

ILLUSTRATION ; AJAY MOMANRTY

A growing Union-state
powerimbalance

The exercise of legislative power by statutory regulatory

authorities undermines federalisi

he & of

m and needs to be corrected

dla divides th kafthe

state Into four parts: (2) The Unlon list, () the

state list, (chthe concurrent Hat, which ksa jednt
responsibllity of the Unlon and the states, and (d)
Schedules 11 and 12, which define the role of village
ley-level We often that Tar-

(SRAs), Today, there are over 20 SRAs at
the Union level In India, each emj law to
create and enforce law (calbed "regulatlons™) in thaly

respective domain,
donal

OPINION 13

In India also, the unbridled authorlty of regula-
tors to make law while lacking In democratie legitl-
macy |s Increasingly being questloned by courts,
which are drawing on the global regulatory toolkitc
of transparency, notlce-and-consult mechanisms,
and cost-benefit analysls.

What has not been widely noticed |s the ways In
which Unlon government regulators have Induced
amodification of the federal bargaln that undergirds
the Constitution of India, reducing the power of the
stares, When the Unlon government works through
partiamentary Law, the states have a say In what Is
being done. This scrutiny is lacking in the case of
regulations by SRAs, as the lssuance of regulations
|5 not subject to explich parllamentary approval,

The leglslative framework for SRAs sought o
remedy the democraric deficit by providing for past-
Sacta placement of regulations before both houses
of Parllament and scrutiny by the respective com-

Itteas am subard el Iy, this
could also help remedy the fedaral deflcir, A quick
analysis shows that over the 23-year perlod between
19949 and 2022. lh.e )tama Sahha mmmlmae on sub-
ordinaze | d four
by SHAs, For cnmes(t, lhe sacurities regulator has
|ssued 661 regulatons since its Inception [n 1992, In
other words, the federal deficit is real,

Here is an example of how this matters, Urban
local bodies (ULEs) require the approval of thelr

|

For example, there are nearly 50

ers in (he Unlon Hst are fully undar the purdew of
the Union BOVETTIMENT and the Lok Sabha,

Amoment's reflectlon will show that this s not the
case, The Constitution envisloned a
bleameral leglalature. In addition o
the Lok Sabha, there Is also the Rajya
Sabha, The Rajya Sabha ls
of “representative of the staes" who
are elected by the members of the
states” leglalative bodies, The Rajya
Sabha 18 formed out of all state legis-
latures throwgh a system of propor-
thomal representation.

Under the Constirution of India,
conferment of coercive powers o ARRTHI
government agencles must be

M
authorlsed by Parllament, Other tHImMH

than Money Eills, all laws must be

d by both the Lok Sabha K P KRISHNAN

instance, needs to be reformed to reflect the rsing Tt will alsoby L

o wse technobogy to improve the scale and scope of taxation. Besides, MCs wlll
need i change realistic levels of user foes, Overall, it will be vital to reduce dependence
om higher kevels of government. Thist will create precictability in revenwe. One pos-
sibility is to give local bodies & share in goods and services tax after legal chanpes.
This will not only hetp MCs plan development projects better but also enable them
o raise debt on more favourable terms. Some MCs have approached the bond
rmarket, It is time Indis reimagined the role and state of bocal bodies,

Trump trade wars
Effects on global growth and trade dynamics will be substantial

he election of Donald Trump as the next President of the United States
{US) has rendered the future of world trade uncertain, Mr Trump has
been an cutspoken advocate of greater protectionism for longer than he
has been in politics, He is convinced that the global-trade system has
been set up to give the US, in particular, & bad deal. While he thinks that Ching has
been the biggest offender in this respect. he has not been shy of accusing India and
others of getting disproportionate benefits at the cost of the US, either, However, it
s worth noting that Mr Trump's policies in his first term were somewhat milder
than his rhetoric. Those that he did implement, such as tariffs on steel and an
effective veto of dispute resolution at the World Trade Organization (WTO), were in
fact implicitly carried om by his Democratic successor, President Joe Blden, as well.

In some ways Mr Tramp's actions are reflective of the mainstreamn of the US
political classs opinion about trade at the moment, It is possible thet Mr Tromp's
trade policy in his second term will be more radical than in his first. The President-
elect has said on the campaign trail that tariff is “his favourite word". He has
specifically pledged a 60 per cent tariif on all goods coming from China and 10
per cent on those coming from other geographies. Whether this is compliant
with WTO rules is another question. The guestion is what first- and second-
order effects these tariffs, if introduced and enforced, will have.

Most that the i iate effect on the Chine: —which
s struggling with overcapacity — would be sharp. Chinese growth could be 12
percentage points lower in the year following the introduction of these tariffs,
according to estimates. The knock-on effects of this slowdown on those Asian
B jes that are closely d with Ching's manufacturing supply chain
will be intense &s well. ‘]‘hnm will be two ways in which these economies will be
hurt: First, directly, through China being less able to buy their exports; and
second, because Chinese overcapacity will deepen and worsen the already extant
problem of dumping goods in these economies. The Chinese authorities have
some room to allow the yuan to depreciate in order to manage the fallout from a
trace war. But its trading partners in Asia, some of which have significant dol-
lar-denominated debt. may not have so much freedom to manoeuvre, The effect
on their monetary authorities will also be to dampen any tendency towards
relaxed money, so as to prevent depreciation, This will, again, depress growth
impulses in the region.

India may not be the worst affected by this dynamic since it is not tightly
integrated with the Chinese and it has und, in terms of
exports to the mainland. The question is whether New Delhi can successfully
convinee Mr Trump that for both geopelitical and economic reasons his tariffs
can be effectively targeted against China with minimal collateral damage, There
will then exist the possibility that India can be one of the countries secking to
take on Ching’s role in exporns to the West, To do that successfully, of course, a
maore ambitious agenda of domestic reform will be needed,

Hyderabad’s future inits past

{which has direct elections) and the
kajya Sabha (which reflects the views of political
partlas of the states), In this sense, the Unlon does

§ o
rltfes and Board of Indlia (Sebd) regula-  With the gmmh af hnnd markets, increpsingly
|Jmm mey cover wide- rangug substantive lssues,
llsting disch mq e In,gs.aw the mechmnm fnrprcwl.dlng debr to ULEs,
NS, i

exchanges and maore, In the absence
of Sebd, such subjects would be gow-
erned by dedicated parliamentary leg-
Islatlon. Further, regulations are sub-
ject o frequant amendments. For

Sebil | bonds Implies that
the ng‘ulmﬂ arm nflhe Unien Minlstry of Finance
Is exerclsing control over a subject In the state list,
5o, the deficit |s also material in ks Impact,

The point of this article s o draw attention 1o
theways Inwhich the emergence of Unlon regulatm

would be individuall

example, Sebi's ning  InIndia is not I with the finely calibrated
partiolis managers — lssued In 208 federal scheme envisaged hy the Constliuent
— have bean amended four tmes (n hly. This di 1 i chech
melmmreemwllhuutsehl.m

and bal ds 1o be called out and d
I Iy the same way we would address any other

contingenton pardamentary
Pardlamentary legislation satime-

aspect of the evolutlon of the Indlan state where
Constitutkonal checks and balances are undermined,
In 1804, the Americanth Thomas U P Charlton

irely
procesa, Glven that the Issues In
dormains lke securities markets nead
arpenhenldqul:kmpm\ssmmn-
ket

sabd, “Eternal vigilance 1s the price of liberty.” and
=0t ks for us In Indla.

not atand pristine and aloaf from the workl the
states. The electoral structure of all state leglslative
blies also shapes all parl ary law,

The contours nf]ndlnn lederallmmereln:enwe{y
el d in the C leading 1o
this system of checks and balances that was put into
place to avold the excesses that come from concen-
trated power,

In this setiing, we saw the rlse of statutory regulatory

i created a luth
akela&lﬁanmmk wacaﬂedlhesehlm mdmlsm what!smbedmve‘lhlnkeve need wdebate multple
[powwer hrowgh which these problems can be ame-
g bawe, Ty ot ather SRAS, liorated, These include: (a) Less expansive powears

The regulatory literature recognises the obwlous
democratic deficlt in this deslgn of SRAs. This
emanates from the fact that SRAS exerclse legldau\-e
powers that would otherwise have been !

fior regulation making by the administrarive stane;
(b} improved working of Parllamentary Standing
Commitees and checks wpon subordinated legisla-

by democratically-elected leglslatures. Increasingly,
in judicial orders in the developed world, this deficit
{8 coming under greater scruting. In some regulated
areas In the US, this has even lad 1o the rollback of
regulatory powers of Sk As on the grounds of exces-
abve delegation.

(Irmhy(he jya Sabha; ic) reglonal fom,
[N ofthe |

Im the LS, which has reglonal membem who bring

knowledge of the local economy into thedr voting,

The author is an honarery sewdor fellow a the Isane Cendre
Jar Public Palicy, and a farmer civl serant

Timetoassess impact of procurement reforms

Ing decibels of protests from [ndian industry

T he first 15 years of this century witnessed ris-
about two speciflc lssues In dolng business

The final hill should also be pald w the contractor
within threg months alterlhemmpletl.on of work”,

goods also — not just works and services.
Two, the limitatlon of a maximum 30 per cent

Moreover, al project ¢ shoritles imple-

contracts P

with the government — hugely delayed
and the Inflrmitles embeddad In the L-1 (bowest bid-
der) methoed of selection. On both counts, many
businesses that were substantial suppliers o the
government faced existentlal hurdles, and it |s
belleved the country lost out on q\n!lw l1um:llem

It 1s not that the

more than 8100 annum were | dio

welght for lal scores in QCBS shows a
lack of boldness in propagating this format. Indian
flems I vistorned to BO:20 (techindeal finan-

have an online wmn"l‘fm monitoeing the bills sub-
mimed by contractors, with the facility for contrac-
rors to track the statws of thelr bills online,

The rules for “selection” were also reset. For all

these issues. For instance, the PItMI'I] pnrtal
(Payment Ratifcation and Analysls
in Power Procurement for bringing
Transparency In  Involcing of
Suppliers) did much vo crack and
Improve the paymments by electrleiry
lbsteibuat an companies b power gen-
eratons, along with & serles of hard-
hitting consequences by the power
minlscry for delayed payments. From
time to time, the government also
attempted to lmprove payments o
small and medium enterprises by a
wariery of directives and penalties,

INFRATALK

However, the real systemic attack
on this state of affais happened under VINAYAN CHATTERIEE
the leadership of TV Somanathan
(now Cabinet secretary) during his tenure in the
fnance minlstry, On October 2%, 2021, the Department
of Expenditure In the Mindstry of Flnance sued a

o 1 bids, three methods of procurement had
already been followed: QUBS (quallty and cost-hased
selection), LCS {Jeast cost systen),
and 555 islngle source welec‘(Lollr
Th oed FRS

clal) structures In specific bespoke bids, including
those under the ausplees of multilateral funding as
well as consultancles,

‘Threg, the docwment |8 sllent on Swiss Challenge
as a method of procurement,

Fouwr, what Is cruclally missing ls getting states
and state-level public-sector units (PSUS) o adopt
and implemem thesa reforma, Currently, these are

hi

(Axed budget selection), where the
price ks fixed, and selaction is hased
o meaxd mam mert,

For “works and non-consultancy
services”, the notiflcation openad up
the (LRS route, which was hitherto
not generally allowed. This would

—  henceforth be allowed under two
conditlons, One, where the project
hasbeen declared a QOP quality-or-
ented procurement) by a competent
authorlty, and vwo, for non-consul-
ranc‘v services where the estlmated

valuse o 10 erore, Undes

nly central g entlies and
central PSUs, After all, qtn'ws account for over 60
pereent of all public procurement,

The most impactful and authortative aspect of
the current notificatlon, however, 18 that lis provi-
slons are now part of the General Finance Rules of
the Union of India, This has set the cat among the
plgeons in the finance deparcment of central gov-
Ing entities, b lolations will
now invite censure from the Comptroller and
Audltor General (CAG) and the Central Vigilance
Commission,

It bs rather surprising that this major reform In
puhll.c procurement did not get the attention it
d from Indlan Industey, and even from ana-

ernment

CICES, the maxlmum welght of the non-financlal
parametem I8 to not exceed 30 per cent. 5o, ﬂmlly

natification innocuously titled "General ch-criticlsed L1{b winner) [

an and Project " Unlike hn 'heen m@nmhed.hmnntled

other government mununnemenu o M(orms this Ireak from past inhibltions
dandwas indeed, by allr.wmg single blds. Even when only one bid is

a classlc case of “reform by stealth”, b o, the pro hould be consldered val

Atageneral level, the 22-page note set out a pletho-
ra of desirable actions in govemment purchases for
works contracts and services, But what should have
drawn & chesr from the private sector was the tough
stance taken on delayed payments, It mandaed thay
payrments of not bess than 75 per cent of eligihble run-
ning-account bills shall be made within 10 working
days of the submisslon of a bill, The remaining pay-
ment, after fAnal checking of the bill, is 1 be made
within 28 working days of the submission of the bill,

provided the procurement was satisfactorily adver-
used, sufficlent time was given for submission of
bids, qualification criteria were not unduly restric-
tive, and the bid was found to be reasonable vis-a-
vis expected values.

There are still several shortcomings that need to
e addressed, One, "goads™ arecurreully excluded.
But whether it s sophi d medical

Iymandmummmmmtnm Mow, three years
sinoe the notification of October 29, 2021, It I8 instrc-
thve toask, what Impact has it acoually had on dolng
business with the government? The jury ks still out,
and It Is now essentlal for the fAnance minkstey w
iaston an nd i of the out-
comes of these reform measures,
Finally, India's private sector cannot appear (o
besemnolent arcund these historlc measures taken,
ind A pharmbars of,
TEFCE MLEL nr:id;mt!y demand [mplamentation
across all levels and come upwith thelr own impact
analysis of these reforms,

Thhe ctieor s Heisais

or drone purchases, the QUBS method needs to he
made applicable to purchase of such sophisti
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