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aishankar in Pakistan: Low expectations, some possibilities

SHUBHAJIT ROY

IN MAY 2023, External Affairs Minister 5
Jaishankar had described his then Pakistani
counterpart Bilawal Bhutto Zardari as a
“promoter, justifier, and a spokesperson of
aterrorismindustry, which is the mainstay
of Pakistan™,

“Wictims of termorism do not sit together
with perpetrators of terrorism to discuss
terrorsm... Let's bc very, very| clearon thi

(SCOY, had sought to turn the spotlight to
bilateral issues — playing the victim cand,
and raising the issue of Article 370 and
Jamimu and Kashmir.

After Jaishankar in his opening remarks
o the SC0 meeting referred to cross-border
terrorism and called for blocking channels
for terror financing Bilawal had responded:
“let’s not get caught up i weaponksing ter-
rorism for diplomatic point-scoring.”

India, Pak since then

A year and five months after that verbal
faceoff in Goa, Jaishankar will travel to
Islamahad on Tuesday for the SCO Council of
Heads of Government meeting on October
15-16. Bilawal is no longer Foreign minister
of Pakistan, but his party supports the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Shehbae Sharid,

In national E|(‘El|ull§ held in February,

Pakistan's ¢

candidat 1 to Imran Khan's

than its forex reserves,” ja:shankarﬂldati
press conference,
In mediainteractions, Bilawal, who was

Pakistan Tehreek-c-Insaf {FT1) won a large
number of seats. In recent weeks, the PTI
has ratcheted up its rhetoric and protests
against the government,

in India for a meeting of I'Dmgn m:nlstm
of the Shanghai C i

InIndia,a reduced forthe BIPin
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EATING LESSLINKED TO LONGER LIVES,
LARGE STUDY INMICE SUGGESTSHOW

EATING LESS can belp people live kanger,
an effect that is often attributed to the boss
of weight and metabolic changes trig-
y:n:d bymwmmg!rwn calories, But

fasting and less severe calorie restriction
also increased average lifespan, The diet-
ing mice also displayed favourable meta-
balic dulu;m such as n:dumum inbody

wtheac-  fat ly found,
curate, acearding to data from one of the
largest studies of dietary restrictions ever Role of immune health
conducted inlaboratory animals, However, the effects of dietary restric-
The study, carried out geneti- liun on metab aned I:lupan i t
cally diverse mice that were subject to lasch Tothe auth

graded levels of ealorie restriction (200
an(lm]ind intermittent Iamns[l and

ing per week), these
regimens did cause weight loss and re-
lated metabolic changes.

However, other factors, including im-
mune health, genetics, and plysiological
mdicators of resiliency, seemed to better
txplim the Imlc between cutting calores

xurpmr the mice that lost the most
weiitht on a calorie-limited diet tended
todie younger than did animals that lost
relatively modest amounts,

This suggests that processes beyond

simple metabolic regulation drive how
the body responds to limited-calorie
regimes, the Nature re port said, What
mattered must rur lcngll\ﬂuns I:lﬂpan

this year's Lok Sabha election has increased
the importance of its coalition partners in the
government. These parties have not, how-
ewver, spelt out their position on Pakistan —
and the BJP remains firmly in charge of
India's foreign and security policy.

For New Delhi, the challengge emanating
from China = with which India has beenin
a barder standoff since May 2020 — is of
much greater consequence, But the secu-
rity situation in Jammu and Kashmir, which
has seen a spate of terror attacks against the
security foroes especially in the Jammu re-
ghon, remains delicate.

Plan for ‘everything’

Jaishankar has made it clear that he will
e in Islarmabad for the SCO meeting, a“mul-
tilateral event™, and not on a bilateral visit to
Pakistan. "l am going there to be a good
member of the 5C0. Since | am a courteous
and civil persan, lwill behave mysell acoond-
ingly," e said carlier this month,

The SCO Council of Heads of Government
is the second-highest body in the grouping
after the Council of Heads of State, the high-

est body {whose meetings are attended by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, President Xi
Jinping, President Viadimir Putin, etc. ).
Since 2017, when India became a full
memberof the SC0, Mew Delhi has been rep-
resented at the Council of Heads of
Gawvernment at the level of the Mlnmrr lur

pen also, you plan for that as well,” he said

Looking back, forward

Prime Minister Modi began his term in
2014 by inviting then Pakistan Prime
Minister Mawaz Sharif for his swearing-in.
llllkcrmbﬂzﬂﬁ,llu:hlrSushmaSwarij

infiltration across the International
Boundary has im pacted the situation in
Jammau, Last month, New Delhi sent a no-
tice to Pakistan to modify and review the
long-standing Indus Waters Treaty,

It is against this background that
Jmslwﬂm‘ustrﬂ\rcllmglu]’aklﬂan ‘While his

External Affairs or Defence, |
ticipated in the Council of Heads u!
Government summit in Bishkek last year,
Earlier summits have been attended by
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh or former
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. In
2020, when India hosted the SCO Heads of
Government-level meeting virtually, Falclmn

prehensive bilateral dlilusur Iatcl that

visit sig g of a wincow of op-
purtllluly!ul tunhrrcwmcm the ag-

manth, Prime Minister If made
a surprise visit to Lahore to wish Nawaz
Sharif on his birthday.

But the Pathankot terror attack of January

1, 2016; Paldstan’s arrest, that March, of foe-
mer Navy ur'l'lctrl(ulbhushan Jadhav on
fspying and the Uri

ted by the Parli
Sﬂmtm’yl’urlumsndﬂ' s

‘While Jaishanlkar is not expected o have
very meaningful bilateral meetings in
lwlnrrmbarl in an India-Pakistan context, a
ies.On

terror attack and India’s surgical striles in
September changed the course of the rela-
tionship, The Febrsary 2019 Pulwama terror
attack and the Balakot air strike followed.

October 5, the External Affairs Minister said
e was “planning” for his visit to Pakistan, *In
my business, you plan for everything that
youare going to do,and for a kot of things that
you are ot going to do, and which could hap-

Adter the changes in Jammu
and Kashmirin Mrgust 2019, Pakistan deown-
graded ties, and bilateral trade and bas and
train services stopped.

A ceasefire agreement has held since
February 2021, but recent terror attacks and

nGoalast year and
dt l]lc UN General F\s.wml:ly this year is in-
dication that he will not take any provoca-
tive statement from Pakistan — on Kashmir
o terrorsm, ete. — lying down,

For Pakistan, which is facing unprece-
dented challenges within, this is a fraught
morment.

Ies “excellent army”, as the political sci-
entist and South Asia scholar Stephen P
Cohen wrote, “depends upon a failing coon-
omy.adivided sockety, and unreliable politi-
clans”, But the Pakistan Establishment’s Fail-
ure ko ensure a favourable election result,
and the continuing protests by the PT]and
ather groups, have laid bare some signifi-
cant limitations.

Why nations fail or succeed

The laureates in the economic sciences have demonstrated the importance of societal institutions fora
country's prosperity, the Nobel committee said. Societies with a poor rule of law and exploitative
institutions do not generate growth or change for the better. Where does India fit into this understanding?

UDITMISRA
MNEW DELHI, OCTOBER 14

THEROYAL Swedish Acadermy of Sciences on
Monday e Bk

in Econaamic Schences in Memory of Alfred
Mobel for 2024 to three LS-based economists
~ Daron Acemaglu, Simon Johnson, and
James A Robinsan — "for studies of how in-
stitutions are formed and affect prosperity”,
The Mobel citation states the three econo-
mdsts ﬂlivrllclpodlls understand differences

{ Dhetary restriction
imypacts health and lifespan of genetically
diverse mice’, Nature, October 9, 2024)

“The metabolic changes are impor-

were trait
red-blood-cell function. Also key was
overall resilience, presumably encoded
in the animals’ genes, to the stress of re-

tant,” Gary Churchill, a mouse
at the Jackson Labaratory m Bdl Harhur
Maine, who co-l

Churchill

duced

“The Illlcl\‘cﬂllu“ is a stressor”
1. The most resilient

news, "But they don' tk‘adtulllﬂpanm-
tersion.” The results drve home the intri-
cate and individualised nature of the
body's reaction to caloric restriction, the
INaature news report said,

The study with mice

It is well known that leng-term lim-
its on food intake lengthens lifespan in
lab animals. Some studies have sug-
gested that intermittent fasting, or short
boats of Food deprivation, can also in-
crease longevity. To stucy how such di-
ets work, the researchers monitored the
health and longevity of the mice, some
of which were put on cabore-limited di-
ets, and others on intermittent fasting
regimens. A control group of mice was
albowed to eat freely,

Cutting calories by 408 yielded the
longest bongevity bump, but intermittent

vention helped to dial down
rates — a short-term effect thought to sig-
nal longer-term benefits for lifespan.

animals lost the beast weight, maintained
imimune function and lived longer.

Why findings matter

The study fincings could reshape how

schentists think about studies of dietary
restriction in humans, Inone of the most
comprehensive clinical trials of a low-
calorie diet in healthy, non-obese indi-
widuals, researchers found that the inter-

in between nations™,

NOBEL PRIZE IN ECONOMICS: 'FOR STUDIES OF HOW
INSTITUTIONS ARE FORMED AND AFFECT PROSPERITY'

The big question... DARONACEMOGLU, 57 | SIMONJOHNSON, 61 JAMES A RDEINSON, 64
Why are some nations rich and others Professor at MIT; PhD Professorat MIT Sloan Professor at University

pwr?Whydusnmrmnum Fail while oth- from London School School of Management; | of Chicago; PhiD from

ers succeed inach i ThL'sc f i PhiD fr T Yale University

are at I1.M P

for decacles.

Over the years, marmy have
been put forward — everything from biology
o grographical locatbon to climatic condi-
i o evolution has been offered as the rea-
sonwly some nations have done better than
athers, Of course, since many nations that are
relatively poor teday weren't so in the past
(somewere in factquite fich), any particular
answer ilw depends on \-dut time prnud is

" "

v, banwr and
mdc!. protection of property rights, etc,

By contrast, an extractive institutional
framewaork typically refers to alack of rube of
law, of power being concentrated in the
hands of a !c‘w[illluﬂary or dntawnh!pt\

An Empincal mvestigation’,
which was first published in The American
Economic Review in 200

They found that one important explana-
tion for the current differences in prosperity
:s the pulmml and u Dnmmr systems that

and the 1 risks of
These two opposite types 01 |n1t|l\|t|una|
frameworks lead to very different incentives

But the mouse data from Churchill's

team suggest that metabolic measure-
ments might reflect ‘healthspan’ — the
period of life spent free from chironbe dis-
ease and disability — but that other met-
rics are needed to say whether such anti-
afeing' strategies can truly extend life,
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question,
et the question itself remains relevant,
As the Academy noted: “The richest 20 per
centof the world's countries are now around
30 times richer than the poorest 20 per cent,
Moreaver, the income gap between the ch-
est and poorest countries is persistent; al-
though the poorest countries have
richer, they are not catching up with the most
prosperous. Why ™

for people i or society,

For instance, if people are assured that
their property will not be taken aweay at will,
or that their incomes and profits will be pro-

troduced, o chose to retain,
from the 16th century onwar.
Maore precisely, they found that “in some
oolonies, the purpose w.n to exploit the in-

tions by the colonisers — regardless of who
they were — was linked to their mortalicy.
If the chances of their being killed were
high — either because the local population
waas Large in numbers and capatste of killing
or because the region was home to diseases
like malaria — the colonisers chose extrac-
tive institutions because they were unwill-
ing bo setthe down in the colomy. If instead the
mirtality rate was low, they chose inclusive
institutions that gave people a say, an ability
ter bl a future, and possibly even a fortune.

Present-day India

Independent India is run in accordance
with its Constitution, It holds regular and fair
elections, and has an independent judiciary
and avibrant mainstream and social media.

In 2013, soonafter the release of Acemoglu
and Rohinson's book Why Nations Fail: The
Ortggines of Power: Prosperity, and Poverty, Arvined
Subramanian, who kater became India's Chief
Ecomomic Advisor, wrote an article in
American Interest, where he argued that nei-
ther India nor China fit this narative,

That's because China had grown quite
Ach despite not having any inclusive institu-
tions, while India had barely grown notwith-
standing all its inclusive institutions — and
together these two countries accounted for
athird of humanity,

The |

digenous t natuiral re-
sources to benefit the colonisers”, while in
other cases, “the colonisers built ||u|||s|w:

piece, could be that China's growth spurt is
Juwt amatter of the past three decades, and

tected for generati hey tend to focus on

I ld achieve its economic potential in

pulirirnl lll. long-
it of Eu

baasting long-term growth and prosp
In the absence of an inclusive institutional
framework, the incentives cullapsr uncler-

This effect can bc undrntwd in rcl.mun
luwha

mining

Available evidence
wAnd the answer How dowe know that the causality flows
Tlus year' 1 I scb-  from the af i to ect-
e demonstrated the imps nomic prosperity and not the other way
soc for a country's p round? how can one be sure that

ity By institutions, the laureates refer wllw
broad set of nules that govemn the behaviour
of indivicluals in a society or a coustry.
“Societies with a poor rule of Iaw ind in-
titutions that exploit th

generate growth or change for the better,”
states the citation.

The three laureates have distinguished
between inclusive and extractive institu-
tions, An inclushve institutional framework

there is a causality at all? Further, rich coun-
tries are different from poor countries in
many ways — not just in the type of institu-
tions they have — and these differences
conlel, in turn, be affecting bath theirinstitu-
tions as well as their economic growth.
The laureates examined the European
eolonisation of large parts of the world, and
summarised their findings in a paper titled
‘The Colonial Origins of Comparative

s, 5 hate as the mid-18th

the next thiee < even as China Glters in the
absenceof inchuste institutions, To some ex-
tent, both these things have happened.

on Mundly..ﬂccmughl wias askcddl:mll

century, industrial p inwhat is now
India Wil hlgl\c: than in the US “This has

the inthe LS. TS
of thr wwld Hesaid: “If you look at the dim

nentally since the
nineteerth ceiitiiry, which speaks to the re-
versal primarily being a result of differences
in institutions. The technical innovations
sweeping across the world were only able
(o) take hold in places where institutions
T & i that 1 it the

wider population,” it says,

Rationale for choices

Why did the colonisers choose to have
o st of rules (institutions ) in one colony
and another set in another colory? The re-

as Freedom House, V-Dem (Varieties of
Demaocracy ) or athers, they show that insti-
tutions everywhere (in the world ) are get-
ting weaker and weaker. If you look at data
from surveys that ask people their views
about authoritarianism, dictatorship,
democracy, and so on, you see that support

for democracy is at an all time low. .. | think
itis a time when democ are going
through a rough patch and it is crucial that

they regain the high growind l_:ll' better and

Why SpaceX ‘catching’ Starship booster with robotic arms is significant

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 14

A PAIR of giant robotic arms caught the
maore than 70-metre-long first stage
booster of SpaceX's Starship on Sunday,

and cargo tu Eanh arbit, the Moon, Mars.
I, can

mnlutlmsupa:urawl
‘What was the mission on Sunday?
iy ke off from Starks

in Boca Chica, Texas at 725 am local time on

bringing Elen Musk's company a step  Sunday with the help of Super Heavy's 33
choser toits goal of buildinga fullyand rap-  methane-burning Raptor engines. This wis
wdly reusable rocket system, the rocket system's fifth test launch,
Three minutes and 40 sec-

What is Starship? onds after the launch, the

Starship is a two-stage EXPLAINED booster  detached l'n:um
heavy lift vehick comprising a Starship, lipped, and Super Heavy
booster (called Super| Hmy]. 13 Raptors to return reds
st o #L the e e i

Tugdhn.dlcmchctsyslmlsnrarﬁr1m Inth i yth i antry's arms, which the  target splashd hie Indian Ocean,

il malding it the argest b ftoland moniker of Mechazilla” lierally caght

~ taller than even the Saturn V(111 metres],  Heavy safely at the launch site, descending booster, vmlrhthcn switched Why was this mission significant?
which took Neil Armstrong to the Moon, For The booster slowed down from its  off its engines. Most rocket systems are expendable,
perspective, the Qutab Minar is 725 mtall,  speeds of more than 27,350 km/hr, de- Meanwhile, the Starship spacecraftcon-  meaning they can be used only once. This
roughly the length of the first stage booster  scending at an angle, before straightening  tinued to head lmpaca: pu\m.-n:dby its slx malw:s racket launches quite costly and
that was caugcht on Sunday. as it approached the gantry (the structure  Raptors. |t For decades, engineers

Starship is designed |c;wry crew or

supporting a recket before its launch), The

Earth, before carrying out a controlled, on-

haw: alwmptcd o devise reusable space

cleaner g prom-

searchers found that the choice of institu- k racy toa broad range of people”,

w:hldrs—hntmthllmllcd SUCCess, ‘Why is Starship important for the.
SpaceX is the Latest jon future of spa L and explorati

o want to transcend the limitat i hipk y part of SpaceX's plans to

pendable mcket systems, by creating asys- send astronauts orfand cargo to cebestial

tem that is fully and rapidly reusable.
Catching the Super Heavy is a milestone
o this end. In future, the company hopes
it will be able to rapidly stack a Starship
spacecraft back on top of the landed
booster, allowing the rocket to launch
aggain, almost immediately.

In an interview to YouTube channel
Everyday Astronaut, Musk said that his vi-
sion is that Mechazilla will one day be able
o turn around and set a rocket back on the
launchpad, perhaps as litthe as i

badies, The company wants to use the
Starship HLS [Human Landing System) to
take NASA astronauts back to the moon by
2026 as a part of the Artemis Il mission.
SpaceX has received government contracts
worth up to around 54 billien to complete
the task, arcnrdmg toa report by CNN
Eventually, §
put the first humans on Mars,

However, before executing these ambi-
tious plans, the company needs to prove

\ hip iz £ anc refiabie. whieh

after touchdown,

Notably, over the years, SpaceX has mas-
tered the process of landing its smaller
workhouse rocket, the Falcon 9. That
process, owever, is very differen

h arell
boscstes

ing costs low, Historically, this has beena

fior

For instance, while NASA's Space Shutthe
programme {which ended in 2011 ) com-
prised pal‘lldllj' rrusahlcsm w:hclrs.me

T

than being caught in mid-air,

costof mal
shuttles turned out o hc far greater than
that of launching expendable rockets,
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Researchers zero in on how the TB
bacteria evade immune response

Myeobwicterium tubeverdosts bacteria keep themsebves protected in dusters called mabencles surmounded by i i che Tuogs Though ieis known as
arespavatory pachogen. feean spreasd o other tssues and abso sty dormant bn cells foeop o few decades withour causing disease

Sumdlatia Kank

ksl isls (T b a naor
Tocus i D' healiheare
woals, The covmtry b steadily

Improsdng s abiliy 1o
el nid track TH patients and el
b adhere fo the long cosrse of
bt les esejualred do treat W Bt with
lncresaling anbeniorsbilil reslstanes in
Mywoharterium heberculvats (Mib), the
[l vhal couses T, |||un‘: elating
anbllahitles amen't worklig s eflectively 1o
Bl e, S rissearechiers e sudylng Mib o
felentlly B Imporiant pratel s aod then
aleslgn new deugs that can nel agadns)
A,

A commpanbon over mdllennin

This I8 nat an ey prablem o golve, The
[rathgen hus ooevalvecd with s for
mnlllennk, Researchis have found the
eh camplex wis present as bong as
TORCH yaraes g Suech i long
witluthnalilp betwes i (e twe species hig
allorwed thie microdi amgle e o
ervarbve amel trick the humin lesne
Ay b sy ways.

O o theen ke b alslity oo grow in
anscropbiged. Thee et Hie of luman
e cells that destroy many oiber
Anwvaling nsderoangaidsens are sciually
el Do, Macrophages are desiged
o engull foeelgn partlcles, nchuding
mlerobes, They can ndtkae o plethor of
chemibeal reactions nvalving peroakiles,
A pabbeals, and other compounids gl
Break down the engulfed poricle or
mlerobe, These reactions often
enlleciively Induce 2 state called
andbeluilve o and alier the chemieal
v ol mleale, neluding thi DNA,
e BMA, anlior thee protilng of
Nt Farmst, mnhlnﬁ:‘lmn dysfnctianl
areven lermlly broken up, Macrophages
o use dliverse s rategles to stare the
engublieed micrebies of essenial i,
everdually kiling them,

Bt these technkgues don't work

frase MRy, AL b s (bseldl protected in

iabers callid tuberches (e the nume
al the clisense) surrounded by lipids
Aty subsiance) i ihe gy, Thiugh
s a rewplratary pathogen, W s been
Nerwaen b i iid 1o vnrdous other tises
I aluo sty dosmant in the cells for a
Noeg tlime, up oo a few decades, withou
canisling dlsease or spreading o othir
peaple.

Enzymes of partlcular interest
Researchers belleve Mib's many survival
abilithes are o resili of s longe genome,
ennribating of 4.4 million base pals, To
enmpare, the resplraory bcterln
Stapteplococeis aureis has 28 million
B pais anel Strepiveoveus
preumanioe, 1.9 millon w27 milllon,

A larger genome nieans mon
protelng, Sclentlsis are yet io understand
his rale ol many Mils proteing - bt they
Brebbeve Milv's genetic and protein
mrachiiery allows (e o lead an
nclependent life once it finds 2 home
sl e macroplages.

Selentlsis are mrlgued by whatever
allirw MAtky bos s vive and sl b the
mscropbiges hostie sovirmment and
it aut) Uit Dokt fior prodetns thae
aldbield fe. O cabegory of protelin called
e cywiedine symibase eneymes b ool
rarticilar b ret, Thiy help cells
Ayl cywielne, o silphur-contalinlng
e e, Corlls s cymteline i mike
antiobdants, whereby the sulplus

S, GEPTY IMAGE RSP R

e gt the resc tons that cosse
oochidative stress.

Where there's a Cys, there's o wary

A suidy pubillshed on August 2900 e
Journal el 4 by researchers at the
CHIR-Cortre lor Celllar ancd Molecular
Hichogy (CCMID, Hyclerabud, explored the
rorke of dilferend cysicine gnthases in M.
Thie reswsrichien griw Mk Do o lactirial
ol el s restrictind I soces
e pr b, Thisn ey orested ol
stress conditions bt dish (by adding
certaln compounda and looked for genes
ki enpresslin patterns changed s a
result. This s bow they T Mibs
eystlne gynthuse genes o expresasd

more during exldative siness,

el has a4 least thiree cystelne synthase
engymes, They make cysieloe In cells
Hhrough differeni chensbeal mactlons, The
wchemnt s o that two of thi sEymes,
enlled Cywk2 aml CywM, slgnllicantly
IniBuencid the micrabe's survival during
muritbonal deficlency and axldative
stress, They also founc Mib's ability i
prroelucs varlons andlosldans was
npaleed whisn e resenrchins kickid
ot e gersees wsed e make elther of the
v sy nalbuases,

e b ety fmpossillsde 10 get b
lurag thssne Dnkected dor an experiment.
Inateacl, dhvie rewearchens Inleoted mlce
ety thie wiild-typse Wb ancd misant Ml
Alter allowdig U bacteris e 1o infect
Ve b ] fior the msdee's lmmune
wysiens o respond, they measured ihe
armeninl o baeberk b e twe grougs.
Thiiry Tonined thee wilday e Mils survived
Lsesteier by L mvsbis dbvans thiis psniatant Mabi,
Thy also o sleniar effects when they
Infieeted just macroplages rom the lungs

el thee spsbeen, (Thie spleen |8 thi: st
aargans adber thee hungs, Meb infiecis by
sy araigh e Doosdsiresim,)

Wieerns the research venm checked the
pathogen’s sirvival in nstee mutated o
ot chevelon anlelintbve i, ey Tond B
allelin't maaiper 1F Ml hacl the cysicine
iyt bsen, That 5, Mib with and withou
e ¢yl gyniluses grew egqually well
i such milee,

Unsdervabnbag Mib's survival

A abisly b 2007 by researchion ot te
Karulireka Wstbuate, Stekhisin, reporasd
s of T eampounds that coukd inhilih
eyl gynthases, Researchers ai
Wiy Naricoor|'s kb ot COME pested
Al comprs s agalist Ml ancl louncd
Ahvisy all kbl MU we some i,
Frartuirously, thse nhilsion abo made
Maokal, & ksown acteria-ki Mg dogg,
e potent againat Meb and wgether
e For & sirong astiblotie cockiadl,
[Hanmans clon't have cystedne synbine
sy, w0 i nbilsion ookl b
recmislieg turgets for new antllblotes,

Thw sncly was conducted wgether with
Nl Preclros Soeke die Corvalho's Ll ad ihe
Francls Crick Istiute, London,

Uiy it 1o cystedne gynt hasis,
siclertiats aroand thie world s stslying
ather wirys Mibr survives the macrop hage
emvdronment, For esample, they ane

enansdivdig th rodes of phaosplises sl
curbion mestabolism, which ore central 1o
Adily's liie-cycle, Some are exploring how
Ilik chirvirdioges el waall strangg encigh b
withstind axlclative siress, Soave groups
e waee et g detulls about bow Ml
s e progduction of mokecubes it
el bow o v wiresia; bk o bost
macrophage ineo secreiing damage-repals
ol fwlilel macrophage produce
b ety sl revive i cells fram
oot trest) soanir o suys in thi
macrophages withou activating s
I rewponse

Tl many disors at once

S lberieatling e stuclles huve ls
rewaed o the bacterls eree e
eplgenete memory of macrophages, Le.,
ety macmphages” ability io nake
chwmaleal changes io thelr genomes and
o B s i ahiElr elavaglaer cells,

Thi alsiliy allcrwa e new cells 1o
Iy wa cngaligg ar o past Infection
v et ke o I Taster, Withou s
memary, newly foemed nacrophages
wren' priscormbitmed o lee an Mih
lefsction,

AL ebwese wtubies e bogether
chenmyseifyling Mthy, ke eeping e
:leur:umu thirough ulm [ rhumtlul
the T menace. Foe these possibilities o
ety branlite G treatments on the
market, there are maany unfulfillecd seps
Ievicluadg Bescdingg ways 1o perion (s
i with lman cills = and bl
i o v on e,

(Scanikaatiin Kk, P, b tibe b,
Selwer Comimpication and Pubfie
Ouitreacts, CSIR-Covdee for Ceflular and
Maleewalar Sadagy, Mydenabad,
seunadaramkarakonecsb, e, i)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Al in science, from neurons to nodes

Elva shakehi &,

[
QUESTION 1

aetifietal noural retworks an

s
e the strangh al

Erasdly, dosirablo end stabes (s
aterm also encewrtred in the dynamics
of chaati: systern

w0 low-energy oe. mare

connect) whwenn rodes and how &,
emnach e noda Ellamees anather,  QUESTION 4
Fill i thea blanks. The work that won the 2024 Nabel Prize for wacancy

[
QUESTION 2

@ challonge Bustrated
et 1 ihat It 1

i
esdel Cecffeuy Hinton
ity whi
%0 farecast usar ratings dee )
ehoring the Netflix Prize, onganised
fenm 2006 8o 200, Naene the modal
cH
L]

L
the posslbla wirys in vihich & peatain will
il withies thes e e pretoin takis 1o
ackiave 18 corract kelded state. Name X

LY
GUESTION
To estimate haw a protein might fold, the

MphaFald deap-lnaming model studies

that rafars b the armngemant of the
penteln's cormesponding DMA, Hi, and
ariiG-ackd seguance 1o faveal dmilar
partions. Fil In tha bil sk,

Angweni ta Dctabiar 10 quls

L. D molecuiles onter this phase whon i
2 salie solution - Ans: Liguid erystal

4, Ahering this property can charge alpha
rapkite 1 bata - Angs Shaar strength
1, Shes within dismends o interest in
Guantum camputieg - Ans: Nitrogen

A, Crystals with fholold symmeiry that is
apenodic - Ansi Quaskcrystals

Lall 5, Eryatal bypias mack ol matanali with
chifarent relractive incdices
Phatanie crpstals

‘isual: Derathy Hedghin
Fir contact: KK Wswanathan | Tanisha
Pavalya | Dalbear Fharswan | Anencl
Agraval

o 8 tarm

Ang

Fluasa sand in your answers

q

el i ihid ta dn

[

Wiaual: Hama the persan depletod i this image, He intresiced a lamcus
thearatical cencept in a 1950 paper in an eflort 1o assess & maching's sbility
to cheplay human-like ntelligence. chEmm Jon AL

Warkers dig & firabrosk %o contain a koeest fire st
Sl Hory Natlanal Park, Donetsk, Ukmaiea, in
Ay this year, WEurEi

War turns
Ukraine's
forests into a
hellscape

Russka’s war agalit Ukealoe has
laristibisisid the bt s Dumidsenp and
s ol (e 100,000 8, ks, of Fores,
Bt Russlan ol Ukeadndan aemes blas
thonsancs of shells ut each ather every
day, shesleling the sarth In grinding
ol thal echioss e iench warlare of
W]l War O,

Thee comlict has inmovated in
deseruetion, too, Two videos posted [n
Sepieniher by o undi from Ukeadne's 108t
Terrivorinl Dilence brlgnde showed
sl it ying e Mush cut R slan
trips by sprayding & ghowing, rid-lat
suibmtance oo a kg e of trees and
st g them alight.

The dlirector of the Sviatd Hary natlonal
park, Serhly Prylmachik, sabl Ruslin
ikl bl bsr viist et of thie
e, ance & rare el Beloved beaaty spot
I 2 heanly bt lalisedd reggion,

Teeraiing i dowestia I ow a perllous
cccupation, with mines and unexploded
shiiells Delelers i abvie gromimed pasing e
Laggieat threat,

In marthiern Ukrnloe's Charmoyl
natuire reserve, the presar populadon of
over 100 Preewalskl's horses - a globally
erbangeredd speches of wilcl horse - has
Lot i el By i el nccomelng b
Okl Lystopnd, i eeokogla with an
wdvaeacy group whio sald Landebnes were
kb b CHBeubt o extligudl fires,

Trotectlng the envirommint 't e
lalghsat el for o eoutry lghaing 1o
vl i evadling a ey i eondlien that
Fuss clulimec] e o thonsands of lves,
Thoer clemage o Foresta ls nonetheles pan
o & broader trall of eovlronmsenal

deatruction cased by the war, which
coulld lenve a bleak naturl begacy for
decades o come, having potsoned the
warth ansd vivers, polluted the air, and kel
vk iracia of the couniry reldled with
i, seeordling 1o epere,

Thee comflic hus compournided
deseruction of Ulkrallan foreseland by
lomyganding Taceoes wch as Mgl
lygghing, Aerial bambardment hos sparked
D Biries, wilallis ssamie [ty near hie
Uit s B Do bl i Dimtieiaabvee
that theey i beoen recuced 1o afield «
iy,

Thee cherse ploe Torests conmmon o
wstiern Lkealne cateh alighe casily and
luver B dectmated by this contlic, mid
Birfan Milukoyaky, o LS, lused loresser
who untl recently lved and worked in
Ulkralene far et years,

Milakowsky sald ihe environmental
erlsils was partieulady acute In
Busadan-hisld areas - nearly o bt al
Ulkralene = whiere ocoupatkon suthoelies
appeared 1o have lide capachy 1o
eIy fomest lees, e estlonaded thit
absooust B of thee pliowe Torests bn the
it pegghon of Lulnsk lusd been
deatriyed.

Abwtst 425,000 bt of [ares
acroms e connery huve been foond wbe

1w rnslisess 1
warcdmnee, i area ball i akee of Cypras,
acearelling 1o the el mbnkiny.

Thee current afficlal estimee s thit
demibnling all contaminated terdiory,
Inseclusclbngg Bovesin ancl ctber areas such os
agrieuliural Lind, would take 70 years.
Foner ecaloglsts with eaperilse in
Ulkrsibeaira Doirst s skl the subsaguent
prvecess of reger it g domaged ares
o] b commplea and coubd tke mone
decaddes, plus reguine illions of dollars in
Ivestmieni,

For feadback snd suggestiens
far ' Selon e, phoase write ta

e I, coudn with the
subjoct 'Dily page’

_' [Lh
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e warranted
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oe worries m.
Lt groawth con

o1 521 magarity verdict, the Reserve Bank of

India's Monetary Policy Committes (MPC),

st wessk, dlecicled 10 hald benchimark ineer-
sl rate ab 6 500%, the same level it has been dnee
Apeil 2027, One of the three newly inducted ex-
sermal members in the panel pushesd for 2 35 basls
painals 00,25 percentage ponis) rabe cut, pedaps
witing thie desching in the hesalline inflagion rase be-
R Else REIS srsesciians targed of 4% in Jusky and Au-
gust, However, the MPC ternsed this downward
trajectory of inflation s sow and uneven, and ex-
pected His moderation 1o reverse from Sepbem-
ber, as it has, o ee-month high of §.5%,
The panel has s allere s 4.5% prigection for
metail indlation and s GDEP growth estimate ol
T2 through 2024-35, but has reworked the
math, [ the seeomd quarter or Q2, it expected in-
Mlation bo average 4.0% nstead of 44%, bt the
September number takes | over 4,2%. In 3, in-
Mlation is now expected oo average higher at 48%
from the MPCS August estimate of 4,7%, belone
sl fo 4, 2% between January and March 3035,
While the MPC has unanimously agreed on
switehing the monetary policy's hawkish dance
i "mewtral’, going by these nunbers, hopes of a
et cu it e menat policy review I Decembser re-
msins shims, especially s the panel has reiteratesd
that it remaing “unambiguously* focused on dur-
ably aligning infation 1o the 4% nsrk.

While ol inflation remaing a worry, with ve-
getabile prices spiking again, the central lank Go-
vernar Shaktikants Das has also flagged that cone
indlacion fexchuding food and enengy coss) has
bottomed oui. Global ol and metal prices are
dresh heaclsches 1o Ired about, sbong with the ev-
er-lonming threat of climate shocks, Pechaps, if
b risks remsin only on paper, itis phasilde
ecpect i rate cut in February. It is instroctive tha
the RE Governor only made a tangemial refe-
mence Lo the US Federal Reserve's slashing of in-
terest raes by o sharp S0 basis poings bt manth
as a "policy pivee”, indicating that domestic
trendls will dedermine the bank's approach, But
with the Buropean Central Bank likely 1o cut in-
terest rates oo, and LS. inflation dropping w a
ihree-year bow, prompling falk of another rale cut
s, the RBL may bave w act Gster, Msably,
though it remaing maore bullish than most agen-
ciess o Inclia’s growth trajectory, there are clear
signs o 8 cooling [n economic activity in the fira
half of this year, with sttering car siles reflect-
ing weaker wrban consumgtion and industrial
autpat lippng inlo contractien in Augast, 1T the
il does vt durm o this froat, the MPC, that has
vawed b0 keep supporting growth while reining
in inflation, coubd have an enenvisble dilemma
i s hancls bn the coming monihs.

A Korean win
alses KOrgsan Prose [0 SUCcess
s of fs drama and music

v aveardling the Nobel Prize in Literasture

1o South Korean poet and novelist Han

g this yeas, the Swedish Acaleny has
lomve twa things, 11 has looked eastwards, afer
nling with Eusopean writers Jon Fosse and Annle
Ernau i the pust twe years; and it celebrtes an
“inmavator in contemporary prose”. While an-
nouncing the name, the academy lauded the 51-
year-ohd writer, the first Korean po win the Nibel
Pries in Literature, "lor her intense poetic prose
that T tarical truumas and the:
draggiliey of human life”. With the human condi-
tion as her muse, specifically the question why
and Tow b ity kahl
depeavity as well & indisputable acts of dignity
ancl keindness, Han Kang has experinsented with
doem anl syle w0 el her sories, Her best-known
work uvulhillr inn English is ber 2007 novel, The
Viegetarian, translited by Debarah Senith, and re-
leasec] inn 2005, Winning the Internationa] Booker
Prize in 2006, & decade after it was fira published
lin Korean, the radical story, abaus o woman whis
givess up eating meat ansd finds soliclarity andy in
the plant woekd, paved the way for ber ather no-
wveeds 1o be transbatid it English and marny other
Ranguiages, Hian Kang, whe wis bien in the South
Karean city of Gwangju, moved 1o Sesul when
shee was prinve pears old and stodied Korean liers-
ture at university.

Growimg up ansid books - her father i3 nove-
ligt — she decided to lallow in his lootsieps bt
e artistic forays include art amd music, which
she uses in her narratives aod word images, This
s evident, for instance, in her 2006 novel, The
White Book, where an uonamed nareaor alks
ahowt griel — the death of an older siter "less
thian twe bowrs into Ble” - Usrough white chjects
ineluding snow, salt, moon-shaped rice eake, fyg
amcl bresst milk. Her latest movel, Wee D Mot Pare,
0 e pubilisted in Englich early next year, is the
stary of a friendship between two women in the
backdrop of the 15948 massacre in South Korea's
Jeju Bslancd. A massacre from the ME0s of su-
alents anel dissenters is alsos the setting for ber
st polivical vovel, Human Acrs (2006), inwhich
souls of the dead are allowed 1o witness. their
awnannibilition", Ever since the prize wis hand-
ed ourl 10 American singersongwriter Bob Dykan
in 2046, the acadensy bas been trying i pull fsell
Back b purises, By pieking Han Kang, the acade-
ey b & weinner who, in her experimental style,
cnnveys the power of leraure 1o break barriers,
Thee prize will invariably draw more ateention
Korean liverature - its dramas, cinema aod musc
Tave besen abredy ruling the ghebe ever since
South Korean singer Pay burst lorth with "Gang:
mam Style' in 3013,

W
K

Israel’s brutality in Gaza, India’s pin-drop silence

clober 7, J004 marked ome year of

el war on Gas and its relenthess

Iesimblig af thie Ga e killiog

nearly 42,000 pecple, The prime
wictims of the beartless war hive been civilians,
women and children in Giea, West Bank and now
Letanan; 16,705 Palestinian children hive been
lelliead, thee Rargest in amy condlict inene year, This
has brought out millicns in mass demonsrations
i e mfor cities of Burope, the United States
and beyand, politicisng a generation of people in
appesition bo lsred, and alio making it ane of the
reatet D of our lime.

New Delhi's disturbing response
However, thess genockdl actions lave hardly
provoked any reaction in India, The war isel was
it resporse b Hamas's hareific amack an lsrael
ehat killled aver 1,200 people amd whene mee
tlntmimlph were Liken hastige, But the
sealde of what Bsrael has done in response is even
mare boerife. Public silence in bndia over the
brustad retaliafion in Gz, Batiening the erdtary
b0 rubibles, and displacing the entire popukation
several limes, 15 ceeply distiurbing, This should be
specially in 3 coumtry which ke
el Largest anti-cobonial seruggle in the workd,
stood shoulder-to-shoulder with soones of
countries in their sur Tor inebepenclence, and
e wias @ frie (rienc of Palestine, One of the
Frst ran-Araly countries i recognise the Palesting
Libseration Organization L), Inclia woday seems
closer po laraed and s biggest benedacior, the LS,

Inncdia has witnessed very few sustained
prolests or pullic expressions of disres at wiae
s |nupen|qg i Palessting, There has been nothing
likes the seale af anger displayes] in many ather
evuntries, Kerul bus seen two big rallies, in
Aalappuram and Kozhikode. Other than these,
and a few small progests in Kolkata and Chennai,
Ehieere T bardly been any in the olher Stabes.
Irelics, it seems, 18 not curraged at bhow lsrael s
prwatiing the Palestinians.

Woraiowe, the government has curbed proceses
and, in many cases, banned theemn., There is an
active attempl io prevent people from protesting
against what i happening in Gaz, Cases have
Been flesl agaings people R supperting ar

ingg pir I e I

Hasan
Pratissor Emaiits,
Centru far Palitical

Saudies, Jamaharlal
Huhiy Usivarsity

New Delhis
rosponse 1o e
Caen war s a
reflectbon of the
new Indi's'
collective
antkcobonial
amnesky

Palesting, Charges range from onganising ralliss
v digglaying Palestinian llags and posting
pro-Palestine content on sovial mecia. But s
similar erackelown an other prosests has ot
deterred people from taking o the streets on
crucial Bsues.

Shaped by the elite
Thie Hinglutva right s subsordination of the
Palestine cause and supporting the Zlonists in
Esraed i the maost important reason for the bk of
comcern. Iodis has moved Trom bBacking the
Palestinhns b more or less wngualified s
Forr Bareeld, This shift hag influencecd haw most
Insclizms wiew the erisis in Gaza, In the radically
changed political stmosphens, the vioknos in
Palestine does not seem o evoke the sume
ermotion as in the past. This, bowever, does nog
mean that the sentiment does not exist, But the
erisis in Gaza and India's subdued response (o it
poines b o significant fact, The register of Hindw

a
Whslim s, which mears any suppart for it can
be: condemnned s wa v,

irvoking Ehe peism of ghting terrarism and
diclelining the core political Bssues, This suits the
elite that supsports the shifling stance on Palestine
while ignuoring the pwin frames of colonisation
anel decolonisarion driving this condlict,

I its place, there is much greater acceplance
ool the alfcial line that the central e is lghting
terrrise, As o corellary, Inclia must then suppan
this given tha we are victims of terroris aticks
Tram across the border. Bt the problem in
Palestine ¢l not star on October 7; there & o
st widler historical comext, which liberal and
right-wing apologiss, whethes western oe Tndian,
are reluctant o aecept. The Eset thit the pralslem
b besen eaused by sentler colomialiam and
ucl:.!ntluu i duly ignared, inclicating an
tenswillig neesss o recognise the violem
dlispossesaion of the Palestingns out ol their
hametanc] in 1948 through expulsion and ethnic
adeansing armd the comtinuation of thae viskenes:
thronggh che Last lew decades. Hamas's siack has
servedd as an ewcuse for loaed wdo what it wanis
wikh strong American support which has sought
1 Wesit A Ehirough lsrael — their

Dnlinieliaal 0 leaclers bawve,

sproken up i suppart of Plestine but hardly any
DOppasition party has taken an wnequivecal stand
o it Left parties have uneguivocally condermmed
Esraed, organised a few modest protests, and also

supportid the Boyeon, Divestment and Sanctions
(DS canpssign,

Tt et Just paarties, even ciull society nesporse
im Enelia g been muged, This subdued regponse
{5 Largely attribugalde o the waning infuence of
anti-imperialison in India and the declining
interest in the developing warld and the
periphery, Pulitical interest is locused on the LS,
weith the Inclian governmsent making every elfirt
o e close relations with the 118, and vice
versa, The U5, i especially inerested in courting
Il 05 & powerfial counterweight (o Ching and
proarsitiog it as & workl power. This naters
ety b e upper and middle chisses that care
deeply about India’s position in the gobal
bierarchy of states, Mot surprisingly, other reign
s saially gets short shrifl. Yel, for the past
yei, Ehe country's lelevision chanmels have

anatgonst i the Muslim world,

Ties with lsrael

Tnn thees rescent past, however, India tempered any
expression of support for lsrael with expressions
Al eorseern for the Palestinking” plight. Notany
mare, The: shilt reflscts India’s growing

T dedence and Lies by
Israel. Cooperation between the two couniries
s besen deepening ever sinee Brael provided
Inclia with military help during the Kargil war
againsl Pakistan in 1999, The mbrication ol its
Abedenee aml intelligence networks with these in
Imilin serves as an importam coneluit foe

e pening Inelias pulitical alignment with the
U5, acoelerating it oo the point of a sirasegic
relationship,

The massive violence that brael has indlicted
w0 Balestine is shacking. IFwe are not outraged
oy leraeds bk o burmaniey, les illegal occupmtion
aned anesation and ethiic cleansing in Falestine,
even as we walch it being live-streamed o
tedevision and on social mediy, then we are also

privvilesd full e of evemts in
Gaza, bait maostly froms lersel's perspective,

gl i it B is s i0ahe moral architeciune of
libsera s el Bnersan righis has ceased 1w exig.

Ensuring a proper social safety net for the gig worker

foe Ui Ministry of Labour and
T Enmyphoyenent is drafiing o national low

incorporate g workers into social
seeurity schemes, offering benelits such as health
insurance armd retireme nt swvings, The
Errvernmsen is expecien] W regquire SgEregaes 1o
comribute 1%-F% af their revenue westablish a
social security fund, which would provide health
msurance ard ather benefils, The government i
als revising the definitions of gig and nigrant
workers 1o mike them more inclusive and
redlective of current employment realities.

The propused legislation will establish a
wedlire board moded, creating a lund for the
social security of gig workers, It mandates the
registration of all gig workers amd regquires
ggregators b pgive o M-day nitice, with valil
reasons before termination, while ensuring
eransparency in msomated systems, Dispue
resolution mechanisms will also be introduced o
pralect gig wirkers' rights.

Thee Labour Minigter alio pointed st that
agggregator companies that emsploy gig and
plaefiomm workers will be asked v take the bexd in
regiseering their workers an the portal, Workers
registered on the Labour Minisry s ¢ Shram
jprartal are eligible for Bl and sccldental
insurance, aking with other benefits,

Labowr codes

T this condest, i can be mentioned that ndia
Formikibed four new kbour codes in 200% and
00, These eodes esentially sinplified and
rationalisec] existing bour Laws and enabled 20
central labour Ews o be mengesd in fowr broad
codes: namely, wige, social security, industrial
relation and oecupational safety health warking
ennlitions, The only cole where gig anc jslafen
wworkers fownel mertion is thie Social Security
Conder 2020,

In this coce, gig and platiorm workers ane
percebve] as i subset of informal secior woekers.
Accurdingly, the said eede prinided for the
Formmilation of social security schemes fr gig and
platfors warkers by the central grnverament.
Further, like infurmal workers, pig workers ought

Kingshuk Sarkur

& faculty mamber at
this Goa Instituts of
Wamagemant and
fomer labour
aminbsiratee with
thes Geresrnmnt of
‘Wast Bangal

Liefining

‘e oy
relation’ in gig
work s the key

o ggister thearselves under the e-Sham partal
through sell-deckaration,

Worker definition
Thee e arises from the definition of gig workers
i thee Sovial Sesurity Code 2020, which places
them outside the raditional employer-emploves
rebatiomship, This s problematic snce many glg
emnployers, 8 in some of the well-known
comipanies, aperate as formal entities within the
farmal sectar, The exelusion of gig workers fram

| tigicmal e b i the
crux of the problem,

It is & cleliberate jshoy an the part of the

- ify ey relations
i gig ard patform esoneimies such thia the
applicatisn of exising hbour bws g
pre-empred, Ina gig sconomy, employment
rebutions remain ambiguous and workers are
cabegorised a8 independent workers ar
crmiricion,

Such camoutlaging of employement relations
leaelss 1o the mmiscrinception thi e gig worker s
an independent workes, The Social Security Cocde
H30 accepts this deception and inchuces gig
workers as part of the informal sector, The Code
hoss net adecipter the real employment relation
i thee g ancl emplovnsent econamy.

Als, thwere i o bugge difference in perme of
entithement between instiutional social security
and social security schemes, For example, formal
wrkers gel 76 weeks of paid leave along with
security lor the entire period af nsternity under
thee Muternity Benefit Act, 1961, This is prt ol
instiutional social security coverage,

Under sochal security scheses, for maternity
benelies, there is a cash benelin such as
5,000-710,000 given b registe red informal
wrkers, The gap between an institicnal social
security anel a social security schense in ferms of
entitlement i very clearly evident, The Social
Security Code 2020 sets b provide g workers
with only certain social securily sebemes bt not
imstibudional social security,

Similkarly, other farms ol institutional
pr such s wige

imissiig for gig workers, Occupational safey and
bealth regulations do noeapply for gig workers.
Gl warkers are not included under the Induserial
Relitions Code 2020 and are nist covered under
thie clispute resolstion nechanism proevided
thereunder.

The cornerseone of protection under labowr
iows s the expelicit eenplaymment rebation, This i
whial i ot dedined for gig woek in the Endian
combext, Pleces of legislation intmoduced in recent
tiroes in States such as Rajasthan and Karmataka
aalo suffer from this particelar licunae,

The core lsaue

 the Uriion Ministry af Labour and Employment
s seerios about protecting the intereses of an ever
irerensing nuensber of gig workes in the country,
it should define the employment relation in g
and platfarm in an explicit manner aned remove
the veil created by so-called “agaregitons”,
Recopnising “aggregatons” as employer and
reclaiming explicit employment relation in gy
work s the key Fuctor.

An imspartant prececent here i the ruling by
the LLE. Supreme Court an the Uber case in 2021
~ Uber was dheermed 1o be an empliyer, Uber
diriveers as “workers™ and Uber asked i honour
the prevailing bbour Lavs of the kanc,

Once the eemployment relationship is clearky
defined, gig workers can be included under the
proposed lour Bhove codes, eliminating the need
o seprarate legislation, The welCare board model,
s sugpested by the Union Minktry of Labour aned
Employrment has shown linshed eflectivenes in
the past, particulary with constriction workers,
il were also dlassified as informal despice
wurking for formal employers, Clarifying the
ermploymsent relationship in gig work woukd
farthier promsse the Brnsdisition of workers in
this sector,

Moreover, the entire bibour code was designed
T simaplification and rationalision, nfroducing
separte laws for specific workfarce segments
unelermsines this goal The key i lo recognise the
employnsent rekutionship in gig work, Onee this is
thie rest will filhva,

are

LETTE

5 TO THE EDITOR

Weakening the ATI

It is astounding that there is
& huge ared growing backlag
of appeals and complaints
pending In informatian
commissicns in India
{Opinian’ page, *Suttling
people’s right to
irfarmation”, Octoher 14),
The bad attitude and
apathy towards the right ta
irformation seems
deliberate and it may be a
matter of time belore the
Ak becores a dead beiter,
M, Syed 08

Tiewncival, Tamil Hadu

The BT ct s o formal way
to facilitate the flow of vital
irformation o the pulblic,
There was sandity,
Unforturately, the Act has

Been weakened, The
comman man who does not
Rave any palitical affiliation
will assert that the Congress
was definitsly more
transparent and open to
public ideas than the BIP,
T, Uty Shankar,
Hydirabad

Avictim

The way the system treabed
& man ona wheeldhair is
sharnefud {"Modi gout,
nesponsible for Saibaba
death; Left parties”, Qetober
14), G, N, Saibaba's long
detentian behind harsh
prison walts hastened his
and. The system itsell s on
& wheelchair,

WG Prasad,
chisial

‘D inssensitive criminal
Justice system and cruel
ways of stale apparstues
are squarely respansible for
the passing of G.N, Salabe
Euen the judiciary added to
this with some of its

lip- Naps. GN, Saibaba's
passing evokes the memary
of Father Stan Swamy, wha
tow was & victim of the
wengelul attitude of the
state bowards dissenters, &
serious and sustained
campaign by the political
Oppesition should lead o
the repair al & deeply
Nlawed criminal justice
system

Hanghar Alembath,

Kanrur, Konala

The pasing cf scholar and

cutstanding teacher G.N.
Saibaba shocks both his
shudents and adminers, But
dhic he waste precious years
In prapagating and
swipparting vialence to
establish an egalitarian
sodiety in Indlia? Perhaps he
cauld have researchid
Gandhism toa.

& Magarajm byw,

Ceimbaton

Ratan M. Tata

There is a pall of glaam
with business magnate and
philanthrepist Ratan Nausl
Tata shedding his mortal
cails, | wish to highlight the
simplicity of those whe
ceoupied the high chair in
many of the Tata
enterprises. | reproduce a

letter, dated Sepiember 12,
1586, froem the ind efatigable
J.RD. Tata addressed o this
ranaganarian pen-gusher:
“Dusar Mr. Matsrajan, | thank
you Tor pous letter of Ausgues
14 which reached me, a few
clays ago. | agree with you,
thaat my usage of the words,
| prrsanally met
Jayaprakah' was wiong,
bt ondy from the paint of
wiew of & purist, | dan't
agree that it was
grammatically wreng, It i
ane of the many figures af
speech in the English
language which are
comman usage. Alter all, it
Wilkiam Shakespeare can
wse @ tautological
expressian, ‘This was the
st unkindest out of o, &

rnere LR.D, Tata, can, |
thirik, be excused far having
claimed ko have "perscrally
met someane’, With kingd
regards, Signed - LR.D,
Tata”

Man| Natarsajan,

Chennal

A tenais king

Thar Ratael Nadal had such
a lang and pralific career i
@n achievement in itsell.
There were many wha
predicted that his overtly
physical style that
demanded o mach of his
budy would result in a
relatively short career, But
thee Spaniard could prove
Ehems wrong.

Magarajamanl M.,
Hyderatad

ane
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NEWS IN NUMEBERS
Estimated people who

The estimated number OPEC makes a third The Indian rupee Number of special

died in Delhi due to of journalists left in cut in global oil weakens o a new trains introduced by
air pollution in 2019 Afghanistan demand forecast record low the Northern Railway

This Includas million barrels per day The Indlan The Northern
: Dcvulwm 560 woman. ibpd| in 2024. This was 4 rupes shppod Rallway Zone has
was bhased The Taliban's o rewised down from a to an all-time implemented a

robust action plan this festhve season to
accommadate the surge in demand. o
COMPILET: B3 THE HHEL) BATA TEAR

growith of .03 millian bpd & expected last
mankh. China accounted for the bulk of the
024 downgrade. s

o an Wenday, welghed down by a fall in
miast Aslan peers and strong dallar
darmand fram foresgn banks. s

an a Lancet report. New Delhl ardered a
“tomplete ban® on fireworks in abid to
curts air palhation in the city, s

marality ministry pledged to implement a
law banning news media from publishing
images of all Iing things. w+

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu (0 twitter.com,/the_hindu O instagram.com/the_hindu

On Samsung workers’ right to unionise

alwiously for voicing the demands and grievances of abour It is therefore the obligation of the State, acting through the Registrar
authority under the 1926 Act, to register trade unions and give individus) workers their voice

The necessity b form union:

of Trade Unions, as the regulatory

]

LETTER & SPIRIT

Erishnadas Rajagupal

b realisation of their
fundamental right to foem a
registered trade unkon o
collectively in for better
termt of eimploymen is at e heart of the
jratests by Samsung India workers s
Sriperumbielur in Tamil Madu. They want
o meet the South Korean giant an equal
terms across e negotiating tabde 1o
jointly frame a collective agreensent
regulating their work conditions.

State e et respondisd by
forming a ‘workemen commities’ 1o
resalve the problem and resored o
police violence woguell the workers'
atrike which began on Seplember 9.
Laboir biw expert anc Madras High Court
Lyt senior adhvocate |, Vaigai, poired
ot that the Ste's action was akin 1o

purting the cart before the horse, ly,
lhe:ulﬁj. the registration of the h:r? )
o named Samaung idia Workers
Utaicen €5 IWL e the Tracle Unions
Act, 1926 should have preceded the
Tormation of the workeen conimittes.
The unleashing of the police, rather than
Iollorwing the tenets of e 1926 L o
register the trade union and Feilitaee 2
dlemocratic simosphere for collective
Taargaining under the Industrial Disputes
Act of 1947, gives the impression that the
government i on the side of the Samsung
maisgertert. On the other hand, the
State prvernment and Samsung have
alleged that SIWL is lacked by the Centre
aof Traale Undons (CITUY. Samsung has
Turther chjected 1o the inclsion of s
e i SIWLL

O the right to form a union
The Supreme Covrt in 8.8, Sl verss
Uireioore oof fnclice i K969 wphelkd the right o
e associtions of uikiens as
Nuisclarmental right ider Article B0k ol
the Comstitution. The State or the courls
wnuld “reasonably” restrict the formation
A umions, associations, couperative
socheties uncer Article [904) of the
Constitution only if there is danger
puiblic ordes, morality, sovereignly o
imegrity of India. The restrictions must
el on logie and net arbitrary, The
mecessity b form unions is obwviously for
vaicing the demands and grievanees of
labsoiir. * Tl i ists det as
inatithpieces of labous,” the court isated.
It is the oldigation of the State, acting
through the Registrar of Trade Unions, as
the regulatory authority uncler the 1926
Act, 1o register irade unions and give
IIbd.rnduEf it kers (heir voice. The
leemefils of registration under the 1506 Act
inchucle immunity from both eivil and
wriminal action. Section 4 of e At notes
that even seven members could apply for
registration of their union. Under Section
6, the Registrar s o ierely exaiiie
whether a trade union's rules condurm
with the rules af the AcL. Speaking o
Fromline, A. Soundararsjan, CITU Tansl
Nards Secretary, has sccused the State of
“Blacking SIWLU's registration”.

On collective hargaining

The Madkas High Court, mnmgmum'
versus Registrar of Trade U

succinetly defined the lllslur}’ uiu!uhjt:Ll
of the Trade Unions Act as “the

naar Hancha spuram on Ocholbar 3.VELARRANM BAL B

agreement. Collective bargaining is
stanorily recognised in the Industrial
Digpuites et The Act provides that in
case ol failure of collective bargaining, the
Seate steps in o refer the maner oa

tiibisal i the cotciliation offcer does not
suceeed,

Thee rots of collective bangaining traoe
back 1o the late 18t and early 191h
century when the coal miners strugpled
for hasic comditions. Collective bargaining
has protected workers' rights post the
ecoiainic depression of the 15508 and the
Seerrid World War b evolve a2 3 poem
abotyg with the emergence of the
demperatic farm of governance golbadly.
Ins I, traces of collective bangasining

sllldh!t protest: Samsung India factory workars entar Iﬂclrlal" day of strike at Sunp hi

weapons in the armsoury of workers. The
right i recognised by almeost all
democratic countries. The ILD comsiders
the right 1o strike as a corollary of the
right o organise.

However, te 1947 Act does not
recognise the right (o strike as absolute.
Sectinn 22 prohilits strikes in breach of
comract or without giving employer
notice within six weeks before sriking or
within M days of giving such notice; ar
before e expiry of Uee dase of strike
specified in the potice or during the
pendency of proceedings before 2
conciliation officer and seven days alber
the conclision of sich proceedings. In
the Al Inelicn Baank Emgpicnpees case, the
Supiere Court said the right to form an

THE GIST

-

The Suprame Courtin 8.7,
Singh versus ko of indd in
1363 upheld the right to form
AsLOCabons orunkns s a
fundamental ight undar Artick
19{1](c} of the Constkution.

-

The Madras High Court, in
Ranguswor versus fegistror
of Trade Unions, succ ncty
dofined the history and object
of the Trade Unlors Act as “the
nrg:mubnno“lnbﬂ.rin

was i " s, but
the methods used by the unions o
achieve Ui purposes st adbere o e
existiing industrial lawse of the lad.

The eriticiem agins the imvolvement
of CITL in the warkers” effiors wo register
a labour union i counternanded by the
provisions. of the Trade Unions Act itsell.
Sectinn Gied of the Act provides for ot
only the admission of “sedinary
mmenbers” ram the workforee ol a Bseility
i 2 erancde umbon but also the indusion of
“honorary or temporary menibers” as
office-bearers o form the exeeutive ol the
ubica. Section 16 of the same Act perniils
the consitution of @ separate fund lor
“pulitical purposes”. Under this
prowision, a registered trade union may
comsliiibe & separate fd, fom
conitribuitions separately levied, o
prcimde the * |.Iv||. .lrulwllbul ierests
ul'i ", The section |
Funcls b be vsed 1o even pay fora
candidate w contest elections o any
legistative body constiuted under the
Conatitution. The fundamental dght 1o
free speech of the workers inchices their
right b puditical expression.

i Lhe ‘workisen commitiee’
While llu-sme lniclisstries Mingster
1 with the

largain with a workers' union asan
‘undair bbour practice”. The same spiri is
reflected i the Filth Selesdule of lislia’s
1947 Act, which lists an employer’s refusal
o “bargain collectively, ingood Gith,
with recognised trade umions” as an
nfair lbour practice. The celebrated
U5, Supireme Court case, Matioral Labor
Relatioits Bord verss fores & Laughlin
Stewd Corpe hield that employes have o
Turdamsental right b organiz and seles
representatives of their own choosing for
wnlbective bargaining. The court said am
actom the partof the emplover o prevent
the “free exercise of this right™ woukl
amount o discrimination and eoercion po
e comelesnned by the competent
legistative authoriey,

The I'aldl.m Supreme Gourt has

coilel be foind i the 159E A Labiad
il atriloe bed by Mahatma Ganclhi in
which he initiated the frmation ofa
cormimities of arbitratoes drawn from both
thee workers, who wene seeking 2 wage
raise after the revocation of their plague
alkowatice, and their emgployers,

Ernitsent labour kv scholar Sir Ot
Kahn Frevnd referred o the level playing
fieldd offered by collective bargaining with
l|n-ms|:nma'u| *power stands against
puv.w Susan Hayter, in an ILO

10 lalsour 1o et
argaining”™. ‘Collective hargaining’ is
lefined in Article 2 of the International
Labour Organization (IL0) Collective
Bargaiing Coaventian of 1961 a5

termed [reedom of sssociation
and the right 1o colleciive bargaining as
funclamental workers” rights. Formes 1.5,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in a
Seqiate address in 1937 sid the “denial or

|
of their af i 1o

of this right mseans the
lretween I ainl

dletermine working and terms

. The Natioral Labour

aof emphoymment. The product of secessful
wollective bargaining is a collective

K »

Relations Act or Uhe Wagner Act in the
LS marked the refusal of an emplover 1o

the of collective
'I:ws:lllll‘;lu achieve social justice in
mlern inchustrial e (Rarmal Leather
Karschar? veraus Liferty Footwear
Conmparyh. The court, in Ram Prasad
Wistewatkcirrsia wersis The Chairstics,
Irdustrial Tribural, note) bow Labiour was

comunities had led wa resolion, The
Hirsetu quoted the siriking workers saying
the ‘sorkmen committes” was composed
of employees who backed the company.

Sectivn ¥ of the 1947 Act covers the
coislitiition of 4 ‘works cominittes’, The
statute empowers the appropriase
erverament b direct the eenployer b
Form a “works committes’ consisting of an
eqjial mimber of represe nlatives of
ertipboyers and workers engaged in the
establishrsent. The workers in the
comrmities Bivee 1ol chosen “in
consuhation with their trade union, ifany,
regiztered under the Indian Trade Undons
At 19267, The provision i ala
replicated in the yet-to-be implememed
Inddustrial Relations Code of 2020, Hence,
the law mardates the registeation of 1
e unon befure the formation of 2
warks commitiee.

What is in a name?

Samsumg Dndia has complained o the

Labuour Commisiones that the wse of the

narme Samsung’ in the SIWU was a

wiiiticn of tlie Trade Marks Act, 1995,
Section 2905) of the 1259 Act shabes tit

at a “great di “days
of collective Img.nlnlrg

Om ihe right to strike

The right o strike labour is a legal right
recognised with certain restrictions under
the Ineclusrial Disputes Act. The Supreme
Court descr anrikes aga "form of
abemonstration” by warkers for their
rights. For examjle, Uy inchide various
Torms like ‘go-slow’,

‘sit-in-work”, work-to-the-rise',
‘almentesiam’, el The court has
arhserved the right 1o demonserae and,
therefore, the right to strike, as important

. i infringed il it is
used s the rame o the part of a trade
e ar the name or part of the name of
a bisiness concern, Trade unions are ot
wracde or business concerns dealing in
gouds or services. Section 20h) of the 1926
At delines “trade union” s a
“combination” primarily [ormed o
regulme relations between among
warkers and emplayers. U5, coirls lave
evolved the principle of ‘noniinative i
e’ which invitves wiilisng as much ol
the distinguishing design elements of 2
brand logo o reasonably associate the
unica and the company.

"'II‘I
v

The night tn strike ldbour is 2
legal right fecngrikad with
cortain estrictions under the
Industrial Biksgastes Act.
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A blueprint for safeguarding children

e histaric judgment
against the online
semual abuse of
hildren, pronounced

by the Supreene Court of Tndia ina

pretitiiom Bled by the Just Rights for

Children Alliance, will have a long

Lasting anel globsal frpact on

sociedy, crime, and child righs.

It Jarmiary 2024, the Madras
High Conert had ruled that
“merely” downloading or
wartching child pornography is not
acrime, aned quashed a case
against o Z8-year-ald man, How
i somenng who searches for
ancl weatches the rape of a child,
thereby creating a demand for
chilel Fagre, walk Free? This ruling
ot aly deliated the spirit of the
Protection of Children From Sexual
Offerees (MOCSO) Act, 2012, bur
adso risked normalising the
exploitativn of children.

On Seprember 23, the Supreme
Court corrected this grave
arversight. It was oo caly just in
expanding the understanding and
scope of the crime by making
drndoading and sorage of such
msaterial an offence, but also
mmsanlatesd a cormpre ensive
framewark b comibat Child Sexual
Exploitative andl Abuse Maerial
ACSEAM) and placed strict
responsibifities on social media
intermediaries o comply with
Indian Law, By shifting the
Rz Eroen child porn i
CSEAM, the rufing relrames the
ssue as a serious crime, rather
than an adult ncdulgence. [t
Hurther edablishes that ndividuals
wha g=arch for or dowmlasd such
msterial ereate 3 demand-supply
chain thar fuels the rape amd
exploitativn of children.

The per petuity of this crime is
alarming, a5 these images persist
anline, subjecting children and
families o contimows
we-victimision loag afler the
abiste. Fven more troubling i that
sy childdren ane unaware that
they have Been victimised, as thedr
s aire eireulated in seereey.
Measures required
While this mandate i a significanm
victory, it i$ just the beginning, To

Founder of Just

Rights for Childran
Ml and
patitionar in the
Sepremae Court
judgment on CSEAM

A recent
Suprems Court
ruling reframes
the watching
and
downloading of
child porm as a
serious crime,
rather than an
adult indulgence

Fully realise its impact, the

response time by allowing India o

EovErnement must i a
comprehensive et of measeres 1
ensure the safety and
rehabilitation of children. Current

flag s tivity Jocally and

sheare real-time alerts within

Innlian and foreign authorities.
Fourth, details of individuals

A strike, and Tamil Nadu's challenge

The Stare government canmod affiord

ot the interests of workers

STATE OF PLAY

approaches lirgely focus on prosecuted for searching or Sanjay Viavalkwmar
punishing those in possession of | downloading CSEAM should be iariay At

CEEAM, while the child victims
behine these images alien remain
without suppert. A globally
cosardinted, preventive, atd
protective framework is urgently
needed — ane that not only targets
iffenclers, but also sddnsses the
ecsystem and the evelving natures
of child exploitation.

First, cybercrine should be
explicitly defined in nclian L
ard CSEAM shaubd be brought
wiithin its ambil as an econamic
and arganised erime. Emenging
erimses sueh as enti

entered intn the National Database
a Sexial Offenclers and barred
frum empheyment in sectors
invalvitg children.

A border-less respaonse
Musst importantly, 3 border-less
erime regpenes o border-bess
response., The United Mations
Suenamit of the Future 2024 missed
acritical oppociunity w address
enserging criomes agairst children.
CSEAM & a muliiillion-dollar
hohial industey, seceleratec] y
i h, The

through electronic or digital
means, and the resulting
trafficking for both forced labour
arnd sexual exploitagion need w be
explicitly owtlawesl, The rise of
Al-generated child sexual abuse
naterial mokes the situation
s s il blurs the line between
vl aml synthelic muges, making
it aliffeule for authorities e celiver
justice. Legal amendmets are
regpuined 1o tread the creation of
CEEAM. including Al gerered
dieep fakes, as equivalent o real
child abuse. Without swifl action,

warld must unite to-end this
erime. Tos combar CSEAM
elfectively, we need a legally
Binding imernational comvention.
By streamlining cooperation
between L enforcement,
govertments, and stakeholders,
we cam enahle Largeled
inderventions 1o dismarle these
metworks angd protect vulnerable
whildren. Establishing an
Traver resticne] Databose of Sex
Offernders could be a critical siep
ins thiis direction. Financial
insstitaitions alse play a crucial role

Al-elriven will prosse an
e greater threat to children.

Second, social media pladorms
st be held accountable for
reporting CSEAM in realtime 1o
Law enforcement, The judgment
has mandatesd that irmerme daries
repont sisch content b loeal polies
arnd autharities.

iner and dErupting thae
ey brails sustaining thess
mepworks. Without coondinaced
ghobal action and Bl
acrountability, s mantling these
systems will remain elusive,
Therefore, an international
entvention binding state and
monesEale actors (s imperative w

Third, India should establish an | ensure cooedinated response
instirui i the aggainsl thy o this
Form of a Erensic kb equipped erime, and for i it ol
with cutting-sdge technology 1o per petratons, their networks, and

respand o the increass in
repirting of CSEAM by
intermediaries and socil media
eormpanies. Currently,
international agences, such as
Irsterpal, flag Indian 1P sddresses
oy the Natiooal Crime Records
Bureaw, which then passes this
information b stage autborities. A
dhieesitic bl wouskd recduce

be engoing workers®
T arike a1 the manufac-
vierinyg facility of Sam-
stng, the South Korsan elec-
trauics giant, in
Sriperumbudur nesr Chennai,
apprsars G lave put the Chiel
Mimister M.E. Stalin-led Dravi-
da  Munnetra  Kazhagam
(DMK government in aspot.
The workers have been on
strike since Seplember 9, de-
manding ligher wages and
upion recognition. The de-
mand for recognition of the
Centre of Inclian Trade Unions

Munnetra Kazhagam, Amma
Makkal Munmettra Krogam,
Fattali Makkal Karchi, and
Maam Tamilar Katchi. Even
the DME's allies — the Tamil
Mady Congress Consmittes,
the Marumalarchi  Dravica
BMunnetra Kashagam, Viduth-
alai Chinwhaigal Eaechi, the

(CITU)-affilated Samsung In- | CPHM), and Tamizhaga Vach-
dia Workers" Union (SIWU) | vurimai Katchi — heve backed
s been the key frction paim | the  workers,  Interestingly,

betweer the striking warkers
and the company’s manage-
el CITU is alfliated to the
Communist Party ol India
(karist), a DMK ally.

Last msanth, Union Labour
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
wrnbe 10 Mr. Stalin, wrging him
o bring a “swifl resolution™
the: strike a1 Samsung. Me. Sta-
[in assignes] Inclustries Minis-
ter TR, Rajaa, Micro Small
anc Medium Enterprises bi-
nister TM. Anbarasin, and La-
bour Mindster C.V. Ganesan b
aclelress the e, In the pre-
senee of the ministers, several
I meetings were held bet-
ween the mangement and
workers, and a “settlement™
was reached between the

for rehabilitation of child victime.
This i a walershed moment,
alfering a blueprint foe how
mations can Eake bold and decisive
action w saleguard children.
When fully irsplenserted, it has
the potenial w not only ransiorm
Trndia's arppeciachs but alse seta
penwerful ghabal precedent in the
fight against child exploitation.

pary aned the k

cormmities an October 7.
However, CITU refected the
setllement proposal and sid
thial the strike would contime
unltil STWL is recognised. The
police arrested some of the
protesting workers and dis-
persed the others. This move
evoked strong criticism from
the Dpposition garkes, such
as the All India Anna Dravida

soeme leaders of the Bharatiya
Janata Party in Tamil Nadu
b spoken against the CITL
protest.

Inclustry bolies such as the
Confecderation of Indian In-
clustry Tamil Madu horve said it
i vital 1o reach @ swill resolu-
tion (o maintxin the State's in-
dustrial monsentum and ag-
bract imvestiore, The
DME-afilied  Labowr  Pro-

dve Federation has agoed
CITU rud E» bilow e issue ot
af propartion.

Mr. Bajaa and Finance Mi-
mister Thangam Thennarasy
spake to the medin and e
gued that the e of wrion
recognition is sub judice and
thal e Stale government
would take g decision based
on the verdict of the Madras
High Cowrt. Mr. Rajaa said the
management was also ready
o Tulfil the other demands of
the workees, including high-
cualiny ful, standard loeks,
ancl air-conclitioning of all the
108 buses. But they were un-
sucressful in convincing, the
prolesters 10 et 10 wirk,

Deputy Chiel Minister Ud-

Bayanidhi Stalin okl reprorters
that Samsung is a multinatisn-
al comaprany and has refused b
recognise a politically backed
union, All other demands of
the workers have been ful-
fillexd, ke pointed out.

The protest has eome 3t a
timne when the DMK govern-
ement is projecting Tamil Nadu
as a preferred investment des-
timation, The government is
saitd tor have attracted imvest-
ments ansunting o 110 lakh
crare amd generating i lakh
Jobs in three years. The proe-
wal, in Eact, hegan when M.
Stalin was in midst of a visil b
the LLS, wisit b wods imvest-
et He signed investmsent
pacts 0 the wme of ITAE00
crare with various companies
dluring his visit. Ford agreed to
resume  production, nearly
thiree vears after it censed veb-
ficle prodiuction in nadia, in Ta-
mil Nad, which was seen as a
major win for the DME go-
wernment. Tamil Nadu & In-
dia's largest expaner of elec-
pramic gods.

States are competing for in-
vestments. India is (rying o
take advantage of *China Plus
One', & siralegy where busi-
nesses ane avoiding imvesting
only in Chir asd are seeking
o diversify investments and
supply chains to other coun-
Eries. As lodian States are also
Facing the challenge of youth
unemployment, they are iry-
g o attract investments b
penerite jobs

While atracting  imvest-
mmeerids with the pitch that Ta-
mil Madu offers a peaceful in-
dustrial  environment,  the
State government camnot af-
foeed b meplect the interests of
workers. The govermment of
the most industrialised State
in the country, as per the Re-
serve Bank of India, Bces a
renal challenye in balmcing the
demand . of, the. woekers.. 1o
B & union aned the need For
industrial developmsen.

Failing UK. universities rely on Indian student fees to cut deficit

As there is a capoon fees for LK. students, the fees of forelgn students, especially Indians, are increasingly helping universities bridge the gap

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Nignesh Badhalkrishnan

sl acklemic vear, about
L ane third of the universities
i the UK. ran deficiee. A
mssor reason behing the financial
£rigis is Ul there is a fee cap far
local students, which has barely
increased in the lag decade. Thus,
the colleges are forosd 10 increas-
inggly rely an fees paid by foreign
students, which have no cap.
Students from Indiy frm the

an inereasing relianee on them. Ry
202223, 237% of the sudents
were foreigners, while their hare
i fees was about 53%. Notably,
while the share of foreggn students
inerensed by about K% paints bet-
ween 200617 and 2022-23 {rom
ahowt B4% o 24%), their thare in
foes increased by aver 16% points
dfroan abowst 37% 1o 53%). This
sheows that the bunden on Ffareign
studderts has incressedd lurther.
Chart 3 shows the annual in-
flow of new stisdents, region
ary-wise. With over 1.25 lakh en-

fdrams in 202223, the number of

Indian stxlents surpasses] the
mumber ol T

largest share of such
The fises thiy pay helps subsidics
the education of the local sudents
in the UK. This arrangement is ac-
coptable as long 5 it is mutually

for loreign sudents,
foreign sudents sweure
well-paying jobs in the UK. and
are able to repay their loans. Ho-
wever, data show that many In-
aliang are geating slmisdon in hw-
er-ranked universities. Last year,
the then UK. Prime Minister, Righi
Sunak, declwred a crackdown on
“How-guality* courses that “failed
o deliver good outcomes™ and li-
mibead student intake. Data show
the effect of such courses on In-
iz sudents: the vises of a signil-
feant share of the students expire
after they finish their course,
which forces then o exit the LLE.
instecl of landing a job.

Chart 1 shows the share of un-
iversities in the UK. that recarded
a clificit over the years. In 0323,
s many as G0% of the wniversities
e i dedicit. This came down o
33% in 2022-23, which was gill al-
et gl of whiat it was in 2015
16. Persistent dedict indicates that
the universities are not generating
el b inveest and innovate.

Chart 2 shows the share of fr-
reign stuclents oon-UE, o Eu-
mopean Union) in the total enrol-
mverst and their chare in the wdal
fees collected fin %) Both the
shsare of loreign students and their
share in wtal fees have steadily
o up over the years, pointing o

oM
K

ke first time in 2t least two de-
cades o constitute the highest
share in the country. This means
shat the dispropartionse Grancil
burden cn fereign Sudents is
Bt mesly by Indiane.

Chart 4 shows the university-
wise number of Indian sosdents
enrolled i 202235 The bigger
amzl darker the cirde, the higher
the mumber of Indians, The circles
o the right are bener ranked on
The Guardian University Guide's
2024 rankings. Clearly, the num-
ber ol Inclias who joined universi-
fies in the bottom hall af the rank-
g (49%) B higher than those
wha joined universities in the top
half (4r%). The rest 0% of Indians
joined umiversities that were not
ranked, Ondy 4% of Induns joined
theuniversides inthe wp 0 ranks.

Chart § shows the immigration
status of Indian studenes, five
years alter they entered the LK
ot the *study roue” . Nearly 70%
al the Indian students who arrived
fin DB Founsd thae their visas had
expired five years later; anly 24%
gat work visas and a few athers
stayed back to stdy further. The
share of sudents with expived vi-
sas wias even higher at over B0 in
the vears before, With the option
ol getting a v
Beezrver o resmain” drighin po live, work
anel stiscly in the UK. for 25 long as
they like) also becoming scarce,
thiespions for Indian stuclents ap-
pear ek,

Funding mediocrity from outside

The data are sourced fromm tha U.K.'s Higher Education Statistics Agency, the Migrant Jourrsey Report 2003 and The Guardlan

Usivarsity Guida 2004

Chart I; The chart shaws the
LUK thist recardid a dalicit over the yaars (in %)
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Chart 2: Share o fareiin students (Addr LK., fos EUY in
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FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 15, 1574

Origin of monsoon in Tibet

Niew Dielbii, Ok, 14: A recent Leningrad repart
hesatinng the origin of monseon in Titet has not
come as a surprige oo Indin meteorslogists, one
of whorm had propounded this theary as early as
1958
Thie thenry was propounded by Dr. P

Kateswaram, Director-General of Obseratories,
at a sympasium as “mansoens of the workl” 16

s g,

He biad stated that the beating of the Tibetan
pilsteman was an impor ang Betor in inditiog and
mairaining the monsoon circulation.

A vepart Free Leningand on Oct, 12 had
quoted Soviet sclentists as loving conduded
that the monsoon originated over the Tibetan
i and ot over the ocsan. The
scientists reached this conclusion after a study
of data collected during the Monsoon
Expedition {Monex) organised by Indian and
Sowiet sefentists bast year.

Unail the Mones, the general belief hacl beeny
that the monseon was caused by m curens
awer the southern part of the Indian Ocean,
which after crossing the Equater, approsched
the Indian peninsula a8 the south-west mansoon
between June and September. The inpelling
force trigmering the monsoon circulation was
believed to be the high pressise belt in the
southern hemisphere which intersiied and
pushex] air across the Eguator in spurts known
a5 monson pulses,

Dr. Koteswaram's 1958 hypothesis was that
the Tibetan plasesu which extends upto fve km
s husight wens Bresated dlirecily by the sun's rys
anel comird L e hsationg o thes wppesr bl
of the atmosphers where westher i fareed.

A MUMDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 15, 1924

The Madras Chamber of
Commerce

The Following extracts froom the Minutes of
Proceedings at the Morthly General Meeting of
the Chamber held an Tuesdyy, the 30th
September, 1534, have been sent w s for
publication:

Madras year bouk

LResd and recorde (1) letter from Messrs,
Chakravarthi Co, Maclras, dated the Ind Ausgust,
1824, requesting the Chamber to address the
Governiment in regard v the discontimuance of
the publication entitled the Madras Year Book
Trom P25 or deo i in swch o way that it will not
compete with their puldbestion.

ana
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Rightto protest

Normalisation of disruption is not good

HEdghtto protest is protected under Articke
19 ol the Constitution. Cit kens havea right o
assemble peacefully and protest against the
action or inaction on the part of the State.
What's becomdng an issue of conoerm, partic-
wlarly in Punjab, ks the repeated recourse — almaost s giv
on — Lo blocking roads and raibvay tracks when some-
thing rks someone, The protesters base thelr argument
on past experience, which is that memorandums and
dharnas count for litthe and only the disruption of traffic
andessential services has the desired effed of forcing the
authorities to take cogrisance. The counterargument s
exually persuasve, What purpose does i serve to incone
vensenoe fellow citizensday inand day out? Ilthe author-
ities are ot fault, why make the people suffer? The noe-
malisation of disruption is a telling commentary on a
State that does not care — for protestersand public alike,
It s essentialto guard against acitizen versus citizen
binary taking root. A situstion, where both protesters
and citizens harbour the notion of being victims, does
et auggur well for democracy. It dilutes the legitimate
demand of protesters and makes citizens immune 1o
legitimate couses, No one gains, The use of the term
‘mndolanjeevt’, inthe protests against the Mods govern-
ment's three firm laws drow eriticlsm, and rghtly so.
People inour region stood as ane, in solidarity with the
protesting femers, [l these selfsme citizens — known
for backing a worthy cause — incrensingly feel they ane
ot the receiving end, those keading the protests need 1o
introgpect. The methods being adopted are not helping.
Meanwhile, another ‘andolanjeevi, thewell-known
Ladakhi activist Sonam Wangehu k is not being allowed
to have his sy in Delhi. Section 144, the Rajem section
in the revamped penal code, has been imposed all over
the capital's New Delhidistrict, prohibiting the gather-
ing of more than five people. This is unimaginable in
Punjab. That ks why we must furt her nurture the tracl-
thon of talking truth to power, but not at the cost of soci-
etal digjointedness,

Reusablerockets

SpaceX paves way for sustainable space era

PACEX has redefined the boundaries of space
technology with its remarkable achievement

of cotching & returming rockiet booster direetly

the launch pad using robotic arms. This

fieot, part of SpaceX's Starship programme,

Ieinggs the world closer 1o sustainable space exploration.
It showeases a leap forward in reusable rocket technol
oy that could dmlm]b' reduce costs for future mis-
wong Th d reflects th wany's did-

OPINION
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Young doctors must introspect too

They should also raise their voice against the dehumanisation of modern biomedical system

AVIAT PATHAK
SOCOLOGIST

51 write this plece

from Kolkata, [ see

young doctors com-

ing to the street,

sing their voice,

exposing the huge network of

corruption, or the tyranny of

‘threat culture that operates

in government hospitals in

West Bengal, and demanding

safiety and protection in thelr
wirkplaces

Yes, their determinism. or
their courage to fight the ruling
political  edablishment, s
indeed praiseworthy. Yet, 1 feel
Tike agperading to them and their
werbor colbeagues to widen thelr
hortzons, become sufficiently
selFreflexive, and also critical ly
examine the discontents of the
hegemonde biomedicine — its
power discourse, its commaodifi-
catbon, and innumerable mal
practices associated with it

Well, 1'too adore doctors; and 1
am aware of the remarkable
achievements of modem medi
cine, Take insulin, control your
diabetes, and lead life reason:
ally smoothly; o, go for & knes
replicement surgery, and walk
once again confidently — yes,
the: heroic tales of modern med-
icine can be heard in every
househokl. But then, these
achievements notwithstanding,
1 eannot deny my ambivalence,
and even some serious erithkque
of the modem blomedical estaby.
lishment, And | waml young
doctors-particularly,  bemuse
theey have not yet Lost thedr ot
ical thinking, to reflect on this
erithque, and give a new mean-
ing to thedr struggle.

Well, young doctors need Lo
reflect on the prevalent polities
of knowledge, Lant it a fact that
it is fairly easy to debunk ra-

perspeclalty

ditbonal’ medical systems like
ayurveda, unani or homeopa-
thy? If, as a patient, you dare to
speak of the discontents of the
modern  biomedical system,
you are likely to be reminded
that you are merely a lyper-
son; and hence, it would be
better to accept everything
your doctor suggests or pre:
scribes

In fact, the power discourse
implicit in the hegemonic bio-
medicine, ag Ivan Hlich articu-
lated with great insight in his
classic ‘Limits to Medicine',
“disempowers the patient.”

But then, as a patient, you are
ot just o diserete body with o
set of measurable parameters
(may, your blood culture, or the
findings of your biopsy report);
you. are also o living soul with
conscliousness and agency; and
you might have your own
choloe regarding the way you
wish to live or die.

Should you pass through a
painful process of chemothera-
py in the ICU of a superspe:
clalty hospital, and live with o
faint hope that you might get
temporary reliel from the pain
of ‘acute myeloid keukemia',
and survive for another two
montha?

Or, shoukl you refuse W
reduce yoursell into an object

Will it e possible for
young doctors to feel
somewhat uneasy
with the way their
profession has been
translomed into
atrade ora
profitmaking
business?

of experimentation and choose
o go back to your home, and
eventually leave the world
armikl the presence of the loved
ones in your own bedroom?
Nobody — not even the best
doctors with the power and
sura of ‘sclentism’, and the
technology of artificial life-
support systems - should be
allowed to deprive you of your
cholee or your ngency.
However, the frony is that
bercause of the hegemonic bio-
medicine, and, to use Illichs

are uln;'gm health asumumul; m

words, the resullant “medical-
tation of death’, most of us
seem Lo have lost our control
over the ex ence of living
andl dying.

Not to say ‘ves W everything
the doctors and associated
pharmaceutical industry sug-
west s often ridiculed as an act
of irresponsibility, or o demon-
stration of one's ‘anti-science
temperament!

Likewise, will it be possible
for young doctors (o feel some-
what uneasy with theway Lheir
profession  has been  trans-
For maed into o trasde or a profit-
making business? Of course,
doctors need W earn and live a
decent life.

But then, we are witnessing
how, beause of the absence of
wood facllithes inour overcrowd -
ed government hospitals idon't
forget that public health spend-
ing for financial year 2024 is
merely 2.2 per cent of the GDP),
morporate super specialty hospl
tals do not hesitate in selling
‘wood health' ag a commuaodity
with an ‘sppropriste’ price st

sy, 1CU: Ra. 00,000 per day;
or deluxe room: Rs 75,000 per
day; or altractive packages’ or
iscounts’ for bypass surgery
and kidney transplant.

No wonder, health insurance
companies  seck o “bring

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

amibles o happy consumers®,
and advise you ‘not to worry
about cost limit, and focus only
on Your recovery”!

However, if you sequire the
courage io keep your eyes
open, you can easily see the
speedy transformation of a
noble profession into an ugly
tracke involving the chain of
corporate hospitals and nurs-
ing  homes,  all-pervading
health insursnce companies,
and, above all, the $85-billion
pharmaceut ical industry,

I8 it the reason why mickdle
class parents are willing to sell
their property, and send their
children o dublous private
medical colleges so that they
can become ‘doctors?

Andl, inally, should the prac-
titioners of modem biomed-
cine recognise the soclalleco-
nomic dimension of disease
and illness? Forinstance, can o
doctor cure your chronic bron-
chitis only through costly med-
ieine, if you are constantly
exposed Lo polluted air because
of your sodal location as a con-
struction worker or 8 libourer
in o coalmine? Or, for that mat:
ter, can even the best doctor
help you to free yoursell from
the recurrence of stomach ail-
ments and joundice, if the state
fuils to provide clean and safe
drinkingwater to the slum you
live in anmd you dont have the
money to buy heavily priced
filtered water botthes?

Possibly, valueneutral’ med-
ical science does not want to
wsk  difficult  sodalpolitical
questions; instead, it is sagier to
wee the pathent as just a ‘dis-
crete’ body and ask him to go to
clinical labs for a battery of
tests’ he can seldom afford !

Yes, as Kolkata has demon-
strated, young doctors are bokl
enough to protest for their
rights and dignity. But then,
will it be altogether wrong if
you and [ expect some amount
af selfintrospection from them
w0 that thiey can also raise thir
volee against the pothology
that has dehumanised the
madern blomedical system?

ication to the principle of “making life multi-planctany”,
an ambition towhich Elon Musk often albudes,

Awestruck spectators watched az Starship's 400-foot
frame lifted off from Texos and aroed across the Gulf of
Miadoo, only to return minutes kater fora flawle s caplune
Iy SpaceX's towering "chopatick” ams, The manomivie
showonsed innovation that goes beyond rodket sdence —
melding sutomation, precise control and structural

il ino & by of | mechanics,

This accomplishment is not merely about technologi-
aal spectacks; it holds signi ficant potential to reshape glob-
ol gpace explomtion strategies. Reusable rockets coulkd
allow agences like ISRO to lower costs and increase mis
slon frequency, supporting ambitious programnes ke
Chinlraynan and Mangalyaan, Moreover, reusable toch-
nology is o greener approach as it reduces material waste
and space debris, aligning with global efforts to minimise
uwmmnmlmm Clobal nﬂmmmmmdumvd
this in ptions reach, all K Spaor s
NASA, ESA and ISRO to explore joint misshons and
acvance human spacellight. SpaccX's technology pro-
vides a promising rosdmap for future partnerships, ben-
efiting agencies, scientists and the next generation of
STEM profesgonale. Once the stuff of science fiction,
reusable rodkets are now becoming a reality:

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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THE ALLAHABAD IMSTURBANCE
WE have hitherto purposely refrained from making any com-
ment upon the Allahabad riots, except by way of expressing
the grief which all patriotic Indians must feel ot the oecur-
rence of these d sgraceful incldents on the very mormow ol the
Unity Conference. The reason was partly that so far as it rest-
il with oursebves we did not want that the goml work begun
by the Conference should be interfered with, and partly that
we knew that any comments that we might make would serve
no useful purpose while the riots were still there and might
conceivab by do harm, Now thatthe rots are virtually over, and
whatever harm they could do to the general cause of unity
which the Delhi Conference tried to further has already been
done, it is no longer necessary to maintain absobute slence.
Unfortunately, the material at our disposal for making any
comments that might appear profitable to us is extremely

Thank God, men cannot as et fly, and lay waste the sky as well as the earth. — ey Didd Thoreau

Aweddingwitha
difference

Rajan Kasivar

MONG thewealthy 1, the lings ame
the: Mo of b Iy
Jucted ot grand locations within India and abroad, Artistic
chesignen aeate nevel, exchusive backdrops, Consgaouous opu-
lence drips at every stage of the elaborate ceremonbes, which can
spana perkoc of o week and more, Workd renownid profiessionals
work over months to prepare o unique, otherworkily stage, The
Fuests include uillarmr- from the fields n-f hmmn film and
sports and the wh f higgh s tical power.
Reports of the recent w:-kLmldummd o business family
i Indlia were prominently covered by the international media,
“The world gaped ot the sight of a spanking alrport established
and approved for reoebving large alrliners from abeosd. Cus-
toms and immigration fecilities were set up to feilitate the
entry of such dignitaries as former Heads of State and govem-
ment from abroad, who tmvelled in their personal aircraft, The
highest paid performens ot the W of the show business enter-
tained the galaxy of distinguished visitors. The media rose
handsomely to bring theevent live on soreen: the common puls-
lic could o gle from afar the exuberant display of riches.
Contrasting with starstudded extravaganms in artificial
elreamibands wos o different wedding that T was privileged o
wttend last week. The destination was a chartable hospital at a
nondescript village ina district of Himaehal Prsdesh, The natu-
raal bty of the verdant litthe valley was eyeaatehing. The doc-
tor in charge of the hospital, o brillant publicspirited eye sar-
geon, fired by kealistic Rrvour had resigned as professor of the
Bovernmmnt mecical oollege in the statec: |t the: peak of his
caneer, Over the last 25 years, he has worked for his spiritual men-
to in setting up the hospital and supervised the delivery of med-
el services fw\-dﬂm o Uhe rural folk. Kt'pﬂﬂrml intriite
ik his som,

ey aaTger the
alson specialist medical sungeon o a girl also a docton

“The fnctions were o lesson in simplicity: Typéoal of the hills was
& melhndi ceremony, where the brid nis pasted with henna,
o senchofl to the batat (manrage party) ad o reception for the
b s groom, The higghbight was a tradition al ‘dham’, a lunch-
eon miml, which the good dector hosted fortheentirevi lage, [ had

meagre. On the most vital of all point s, namely, the dliat
originand cause of the Lrouble, we know next lo nothing. Both
the Associated Press in its latest telegram and the Commis-
shoner in his report express their inabality to throw any light
an this important polnt. “The real couse of the trouble,” says
the former, “1s still a mystery, but it can only be put down in
the work of law class hooligans.” “Tt is not known,” says the
latter, “what was the spark which started the conflagration,
but between 7 and 8 on the evening of Octobser T sporsdic
assanlts occurred in the varlous parts of the city. " Nor are the
local mewspapers more helplful

e e e of jodnkngg 1500 guests, oomprising viftual-
ty the entine village, The doctos his wifee, and stafl from the hospi-
tal served us choboe hill dishes, Our plates were made of dispos-
able e keaves from the loml tees. No wistage, no Ettering,
completeendrmmenta harmony, 1w a humbling moment i
us city dwellers 1osit on the ground with the simple village foll.
With the ‘dhaen’, the village formally adopted the young couple,

Beginning their married Bfe in austerity in nature’s lap, the
niewhyweds hove inherited a leguey of seori fce and sodal serv-
Iee. 'ﬂrthr |=n-|‘rm~d o ln-:m!.hﬂ rmn‘uanm] career ina

e egion of the |

LETTERS TO

Stop all freebles
Refer to ‘Fix Punjol's finances”; the worsen-
ng Anancial gtuation is not new for the state
government. One might recall o particularly
senaible statement by former Punjab Finance
Mindster Manproet Singh Badal, made during
his tenure in the Badal government, when he
aried that a govemment has the rght o
a-ﬂl only whenit n-mnle: revenue from 'nu
~ much tothe
rnbr Badal. The Badal government, ot Ilu
time, was also focused on kivish spending
under the banner of welfare schemes. Free-
bbes offered by the AAP governmeent have led
1o @ significant strain on the state's finances.
I the state government Lruly aims to restore
its financial health, itshoulkl stopall freebles.
RAVINDER KUMAR JAIN, LUDHIANA

Address gang violence
Apropos of ‘Kadthal shooter among 3 held for
Sidchique murder’; the recent probse revealing
U possible involvement of the Bishnol gang
in o controct killing ks alarming and under-
scores the growing threat of organised erime
in India. This case pobnts to a troulding trend
where gangs are allegedly involved in high-
profile murders for Anandal gain and the on-
soliclation of power Such incidents highlight
U urgent neec for swill and :It-nnwnmr.n
by the: kiw en forcemen
such criminal networks. Simply apprefwend-
Ing the perpetrators is not enoligh — there
must be a concerted effort to acdress the root
e ses of gang violence, enhance intel ligence-
sharing and strengthen legal provisions o
prevent such audacious orimes.

HAVNEET KAUR, LUDHIANA

Bring change through education
The artide, “Nol ariminalising marital rape
smacks of patdarchy’, presents o compelling
argument. However, the fact remains that
there is no universally accepted sclentific def
Inilthon of what constituties mpe of marital rape.
Non-consensual sexual acts are generally
treated as rape or manital rape, but in weent
tirmies, we've seen o rise in incividuals eoming
Torward ko peeise someons of rape months of
even years after the alleged incdent. Tuking
mich accustions ot fece value and punishing
the accused seems torefleat society's attempt

THE EDITOR

to show sincerity towards women in general,
While there is no doubt that patriarchy
remains entrenched in sockety, we have made
consderable progress Wwards gender equali-
ty. Thot sadd, mudh more remaing to be done,
However, it is through education, characder
Lhwl:mmlnmluﬂwrmumﬂlwu]wlm

It aboil.
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of male human species
Refer to ‘Mot criminaligng marital rape
smacks of patriarchy; there could be
umpteen reasons for rapes, But the most oriti-
cal and, perhaps, the most. prevalent is the
hegemony that the male hu man species would
Tk to have over females. Mo than anything
else, it has been used as a toal to demonstmte
one’s phy sheal superiority, Rape in a mariage
I8 no different from mpe outsde this bond.
Marriage should not be used as an excuse o
inehul g in an activity that is not consensual
DEEPAK TAAK, PANCHKULA

Welfare schemes mere rhetoric
Refer to 'Global Hunger Index-2024: India
ranks under ‘serious’ cotegory’; it is
deplomlde thal ax per the Global Hunger
Inclex (GHIY, Inclia is ranked 105 amon gst 127
countries across the world. It shows that the
tall claims made by the BIP government ot
the Centre are only riwtorical as the benefitof
government welfure schemes does nol. seem
tobe percolating down to the last man grap-
pling with the prokdem of hun ger and malnu-
trition. It is & bad reflection on the BJPs
much-hyped slogin'sabika sath sablka vikas',

MO SHARMA, SHIMLA

China no replacement for India
Apropos of "Mukezu in India’;, with Mukezu's
wisit to Delhi, it seems that India-Maldives ties
ane on the mend, The fact is that India will
mhways remain Maldives' coseat neighbour in
the Indian Ooean, and in any orisls, itwill b=
Uhe first ome to respond. Ching simply can’t be
areplacement here, given its grographical dis
tanoe from the megion. Therefore, Mabe has no
option but to enhance cooperation with Lndis,
which also needs the Maldives for better
strategic depth in the Indian Ocean Region,
LAJWANT SINGH, BY MAIL

Letton %0 the Ecor, typed in doubl e space, should rot exceed The 200-word kmi,

e

by -l b



cu
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

OME unrelated
events of the last
week draw atten-
tion to India's mod-
et trans-bonler
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requisite level of technologioal
ompetence to design and
tudld @ conventional diesel
dectric submarine, but yet it
Thad moved straight to design
amel build a SSEN (a nuclear
powered  submarine  with
nudear-tipped ballistic  mis-
siles) — the INS Arihant. The
SSBN has a stmtegic roke,
which is to ensure credible sec
omnd strike copnbility to render
nudear  detarence  more
mobust. Incha joined this select
iroup of nutions in 2018, one
which inchudes the USA, Rus-
sin, the UK, France and China,

military (TBM) capability After a long gestation peri-
ommlrnwmnrrm whichcer-  odofalmost 17 years since the
tain di isition of an SSN was
nnlmlw:tlnul.lu_ wnductof  fird mooted, India s now
wat The military operations  embarking on the pmject,
in the ongoing Russia-  though thisapproval hasto be
Ukraine war (that began in  followed by sdecuate buclget-

Februar y 2022)a nd the spiral
of violenoe trigigered by the
Homas terror  sttsck  on
Israel (in October 2023), now
roilid by the entry of Hezol-
T ol Dram, testify to thee lat-
ter trend toa certain degree,
Some preliminary policy
inferences can be drawn that
ame redevant for India,

The first development per-
tains tothe October B Cabinet
Committee  on  Security
approvad for e aorpuisition of
two nudear propelled sub-
marines (SSN). these plat-
forms are also refernd to as
attack-submarines or hunter-
killers. They will be indige
notisly clesigned and built at
Vimkhopatnam. This is a
major policy decision and an
ambitious one at that,

India was yet to soquire the

ary allcations. An SSN is a
totally different platform by
way of technological featues
and am is e case with the first
type of any noval platform,
e jounmmesy will e Jong, archu-

o and

OPED
What kind of military power does India need

WITAL: The military should move kowards acquiring a holistic national TBM ca pabibty, memon

Betor this capubility when
operating in mantime aas of
relevance to India

Inithe samewese. on Octoler
7, the CCS al sompproved phase
mu‘ the Space Bused Surveil

Thee two SEN sare roporied o
oost R 15000 crore eoch,
though this is an initial esti-
mate. When these two bosts
onter service in an operational
manner — with full ordnance
ockoge, which momns subima-
rine-launched missiles —India
will havea credible undawater
capubility, wherein the 55N
can be tsked with attack, sur
veillance and special opera-
tions roles, depending on the
ctical exigency, In essenee,
the 55N can remainon exdtend-
ol underwater prowd, and
undtiendly navies will have o

5 BS), which will
dk-w India to lunch 52 spy
stellives in bow eorth md geo-
¢ orbits, Expected o
cost Re 27,000 crome, the tmns-
border surveillance capability
afthis chusterwill be enhanced
by artificial intelligence and
give a fillip to India’s compie
hensive TEM index.
Alrpower is acone dement of
anation's TBM capaldlity and
this aspect came into foous
with the assumption of office
ey the new air chief, Air Chiel
Marshal Amar Preet Singh,
‘who ook over in end-Septam-
ber During the traditional

India should
acquire the desired
degree of TBM
capability so that
Delhiacquires the
lll)[lﬂll Itl‘(ll'”l.'(‘
olequipoisein
engagingwith
Beijing,

mihia interetion in the mn
up o the Alr Force Day on
Octobser 8, ACM Singh noted
the gap between India and its
princpal strategic challenger,
China, inthe adr power dormain
sl chwelt cn the nesd 1o mmp
up domestic produdtion of
Nghter jel= to redress dwin:
dling numbers, Momover, he
said, his first effort would be
notto allow the fighter aircraft
strength g0 down below 30
squadrons” and that HAL
should stick to its promise to
defiver 24 mremlt every yor to
i the numbers gap.

The 30 squacron figure has
to be seen against the aspin-
tion of the IAF 1o have 42
Nghter squadrons todeal with
o twofmnt  operational
mequirement against China
and Pakistan. This number

was arrived at after the 1565
war with Pakistan: and none
other than the legendary JRD
Tata, an scoomplished pilot
andd founder of Air India, was
a member of the group that
madke this nssessment.

The manner in which air

management hierrchy, both
military and civilian.
TBMeapulality is o combi na-
‘o off the classi el military tr-
pod — thealality todelver ord:
nance over long mnges with
PIOVER BOCURCY; ensue sur
w‘lllm oth defensive and

P T inc i lat
evident inthe Russis-Uknine  est technologies in
war a8 well as the violence in - cation warfare and being capa

West Asia, where the use of
mlatively less  expensive
unmanned drones and mis-
siksrockets have repliced
e conoefamd lar deployment
of fighter aircraft and long-
mnge bombers. The writing
on the wall, air power experts
agree, is that the days of the
land-based, manned figghter

aircrafl ame

e of moving tangible military
assets o distant theates when
warranted,

The Indion military is
going through a period of
transition towands greater
Jointness, while theatre com
mands have been mooted.
There is a case for the evolv-
ing military mhvtﬂlurr ta

While modern nlhhcr uir-
orafl are moving from the
fifth to the sixth generation,
and will b even more techng.
logically mdvanced with
meeent strides made in avion-
ez and the entry of Al the
oot of designing and manu-

joe 1y review imdi
serviee o domain-specific
trans-border capabilities
aeroes the tripod — and move
towards accjuiring & holistic
natior ] THEM capabsility.

The speeific seenario where
‘thizs wou ld come into play is
in relation to China. Even as

fact suich p has  the g i and trade
become truly 1 introxd one
Mujor military powers are ln_uncimmhmnl imter
with howto acquire  action, there & a need for

affdable and effective air
power that is also sustainabile.
Inlia, too, is in a complex and
lifffcult spot. There is nodeny-
Nlhlurp(m.-rhmlrmrh

Inclia to acquire the desired
degree of TBM capability in o
progresgive manner, so that
[l-li'u wjuires the appropri

ate degree of equipoise in

security.  The lu:shtn of
eourse, is, what keind of adr pow
er — manned or unmanned
patformms — and in what distr-
Bution (Adr Force, Navy, Army
and spocecyber commands),
Tht willl be o compalex issue o
mesolve for the higher defince

with Begjing — and
oes not need to be either def-
erential or belli gerent.

Later this month, the tru-
maof October 20, 1962 will be
recalled. It is hoped that the
right policy cues megarding
TBEM will be internalised by
the Indian security apex.

Himachals financial sn'uggle ina centralised system

1

TIKENDER §  RAJA AWASTHI
PANWAR ORTICALLGONT OF
XY ALAOR, SALA | MMADHAL PRADESM

VER the past

week, BIP pres-

identand Union

Health Minister

JP Nadda has
made claims regarding the
fiscal crisis in Himachal
Pradesh. Nadda has argued
that the state government,
led by Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, is
fnancially dependent on the
Central government. He has
claimed that Rs 500 crore
wink being provided as a fis
cal defict grant, with an
additional Rs B00 crore given
monthly to keep the stale

fieel in recent years?
Himachal Pradesh mnks
Just bdow Kerala in berms of
human development indices,
thnks b successhve goven-
ments which have invested
heavily in education and sockal
welfare, By the mid-1980s, the
state had achieved full electri
Bention despiteits ow popula-
tion density and challenging
werrain. Human  mesource
development has been o sg-
nificant driver of growth even
though the state has remained
industrially underdeveloped.
Himachal Pradesh alsocon-
significantly  to
Ty in water and electricity gen-
eration, thanks to its barge
reservoirs and hydrockectric
power stations. However, this
has come ot the cost of envi-
onimental degradation in the
#ate, While the state’s expen-
diture on sodal  welfare
remains high, it plays a vital

schemes. This has under
mined the spirit of fiscal fed-
enlism, keaving stutes with
meduced fiscal independence,

longstanding  and  deserve
attention. They include issues
mlaterl o the Bhakm Beas
Management Boand (BEMB),

Ror exarple, the GST come the Punjab Reorgani sation Ad.
pensation cess, intended 1o and the water cess dispute — all
omver mﬂwshmuﬁuﬁm ‘mmm significant finan
afer the GST's i licutions for the state,

being used primarly to repsy
loans laken r compensation
purposes.  The  Coente's
meliance on these levies has not
only weakened the financial
position of the stites but also
misad concerns about  the
transparency and acoountabil-
ity ol Taon Uhwese Raneds moe used.

Does the given fiscal archi-
tecture mean that the larger
game plan is to destalalise the

GAIN: HPP cor

indude corporation tax, per-
sonal income tax and the
Central GST.

However, the BJP leader's
dalm ignores the larger lssue
of cess and surcharge, which

fmancially afloat. mlein national i

However, these statements  The financial bindseape of
are not merely a reflection of lrv.lurlwltrl'lmdnndlhns
thee fiscal Tt also o inggly shifted towarcs
political atteck on the Con-  centralisation, weakening the

gressled Himachal govern-
ment, raising questi ons aout
the state's fiscal management.
Nodda's comments can be
meen s part of o broader trend
of undermining fiscal fiederal
i=m in India, particularly tar
geting  smaller states  like
Himachal Pridesh.

But  do  the smaller
Himalayan states  truly
depend on the Centre for
survival? And why has fis-
cal centralisation intensi-

fiscal autonomy of states.
Contrary to Noddas asser-
tions, the Centre’s financial
assistance is not an act of
mency but rather a constitu-
tionally mandated part of
India’s federal  structure,
Artide 270 of the Constitu-
tion cutlines the distribution
of taxes collected by the
Union between the Centre
and the states, based on the
Finance Commission's rec-
ommendations, These taxes

e oy the Centre
but not shared with the states.
In 2024-25, cesses and sur-
charges are estimated to con-
stitute 23 per cent of the Cen-
tml govemments gross tax
receipts, depriving the states
of their share. The total tax
revenue for 2002-23, 2023-24
(revised estimates) and 2024
2 (budget estimates) are pro-
Jected to be Fis 305 lakh crare,
s 344 lakh crore, and Rs38.8
lakh crore, respectively. Of
this, the states’ shane will be
onky Rs 8.5 lakh crore, Rs 11.0
lakh erore, and Rs 122 lakh
crore, It is sl gnificantly lower

significantly in

Initially meant for
specific, lemporary
PUIPOSES, Cesses
and surcharges
have now become
permanent fixtures
in the taxsystem.

than the 41 per cent

[ L LEMOTO
ommended by the 15th
Finance Commission.
Initially meant for specific,
tempormy purposes, cesses
and surcharges have now
become permanent fadunss
in Indisy tax system. The
share of cesses and sur
changes in the Centre's gross
ta revenue increased from
104 per cent in 201112 to 201
per cent in 22021, This shift
has eroched the hare of twes
devodved to states, signifcant.
Iy affecting their revenue.
Even  though  wvarious
finance commissions  have
repeatedy advised that cesses
and surchanges belevied spar-
ingly: thee Central government
has increasingly mlied on
these measures. States have
little-to-no control over these
mevenues, which are d\m
used for Cent rlly-spo

Opposition-ruled  state gov-
emments in the country?

JP Nada, hailing from
served as o Cabinet minister in
the state, ghould recognise the
uiniuie fsml challenges faoed
by the in  stiles.

The Supreme Court has
uphek] Himachal's claims in
these matters. The Central
government should work 1o
resolve them firky.

Himachal Pradesh s not
merely surviving on the Cen-
tre's bangesse; it is an integral
part of Indins development,
oontributing  to  national
mesources while balancing its
v fiscal needs. The state has
macle considerable progress in
hurnan largely
though s imvestiments in
eduication, health and socal
walfire. However, the increas.
ingg contral ination of fiscal pow
11a.|xn1acuhlbrﬂ‘|lwd‘u\m

Himachal, erh shares an

h e

ular fscal needs and mguires
speeial attention from the Cen-
tre. After achieving stawehooed,
Himachal enjoyed a strong
purtnership with the Central
gvernment, which facilitated
its remarkable developmental
progress. This collsboration
was built on mutual trust and
shamed responsibility for deve-
opmient, not on condescansion
o political ricicule.

If Nadida truly wants to help
HE he should achvomte for the
state’s ighthul demands rather
than demenn it for politiol pur

R
‘the Centre mist recognise the
impotance of states  like
Himachal and work collabors:
tively to ackdress their cone
cerns. Restoring the balanoe
betwemn the Centre and the
states that ensures a fair distr-
Tution of resouroes is essential
for the long-term development
of Inci's feleral system.
Rather than perpetuating
political attacks, the Centre
should focus on promoting
‘the right ful fiscal interests of
Himachal Pradesh and fos-
fering a mome cooperal ve

poses. HP's fiscal

h to g
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Baba Siddique’s murder
exposes police fallibility

ormer Maharashtea minister Baba Siddique’s murder has brought

by cltrn ful mamorles of the '90s, when Mumbal's ganglands earrled

.:ul bilsodshad on the elty streots without any fear of law enforeament
6. Slddigue was under police protection.
.-\n ar nml 'I:MI' cian was accompanying him at the thoe of his murder,
Maoreover, Slddique was killled on the day of Dasara, The police depart-
ment wis on high alert on that dnrl»mtum af the festlyities and two major
Dﬂluln al vallios In the clty chief minister Kknath Shinde und
Shiv Sena (UBT) ehief Uddhay Thackeray,

The larger polles presence on the day did not, however, deter the
nanailants who executed thelr plans anyway. The ineident was an embar-
ragament for the poliee department as well as the state government.
Therefore, the rnllm action should nat be resteicted merely to catch the
culprits and bring them to u'mm a:'unns are also necded to restore
m‘lﬁau:lh falth in the mlimm

fepue's murder biraly o |rwnl I: !mrursll:n atats Assembly slsetion will

also have political 1 The Shinde it has a bot to
explain about bw and order in the state. The former Congress minister
had  recently joined the Ajlt  Pawar-led

Ironically,

Lawrence Notionallat Congress Party. Jinmvnr. that has
Bishnol, the head of |

not nlupﬂlﬂ the nlﬁmlunn e n[m nunl?hmn.runt-
ng an atinck on the government over the issee

the gang, is in jail,
Buit he continues to

of pubilic safety,

Iﬁnnluly Lhmrmmﬁ“.::r Ilhwnnnlira Ilnnna:ln.
w & FLITYs tallest lender in Maharashiea, has
call the shats from Im:r; lhn{lppnmhm A trget I:ml\unn of the cases
there and the police ), "y, jhyne tand-run, Badlapur
cannot do anything il |mlnulnlhn ine 1dnnn af communil vio-

Wm

This
mmmbh.

lence in Amravatl and Akola ate, Siddigque’s
murder has provided vet ancther rengon to the
Opposition  parties o demand Fadnavis's
remaval,

Ag expected, Fadnavis brushed aside the
Oppositlon's charges saying they were play ing
politics over the "unfortunate incident”. Hot
ey comimon people are seeptical about the police department s ability to
deter criminals, and the rullng parties cannot (gnore them, particalarly
during election time,

A suspected member of the Lawrence Blshnol t‘nu. through m soclal
miedin poat, has Indleated that Siddigue was killed beeause of his proximi-
ty with actor Sahman Kham, The gang elatms it wants to kil Salman Khan

s of his alleged involvement in killing a blackbuck in September
166, Tut the fact remalns that gangs targot Bollywood celobrities hocause
it ghves them Instant publiclty and steiicos fonr in the minds of the puabl
The Blshnol gang came in ll'u national Hmelight after killlng singer, rap-

r Shdbhu Moose Wala in 20

“The Biahnod gang 18 hirin I:!llm-n from mrrsnmnnummnmmm’mm
crlmes in different parts of the country, Ironically, Lawrence Bls
head of the gang, I8 in jall, But be continues to call the shots from there and
the p:ll.q[smnnﬂl do anything about it despite knowing everything This is
unaceeptal

The law enforcoment agenches need to annitise jalls, which have also
become a recrultment ﬂlal!‘m s for erlme synd leates and st r Inmates com:
munientin mwly with thelr assoclates outside, If 1t 1s allowed to go on
unchecked, t s of Jungle ra)’ In the countey, not just in Maharashtra,
are not rantwru

Moon, Mars colonies near reality?

Tth.- most powerful rocket ever baile by man took off o the skies and

returned to its luunch base, where it was captured by two gigantic

motal arma of the lnuneh tower nicknwmed “chopatieks’, The engl-
wee i feat to manoeuvee e A00-foot Starship velicls to its bise marks a
font of ingenulty to be heartily celebrated; it could bhelp spoed up astro-
nauts’ much-awaited teip to Mars.

Gilven the state of the world with so nmnr WiLER nmund the Elon Musk
dream of colonising Mars to save humanity may not be an impossible
dream after all, [t may not be that far into the mlum and old timers can
Imagne it could sven happen in their Nistime, And Mr Donald Tromp is
R(u:mlu Ing that If his were to be slocted presldent, his friond and backer Mr

sl would get the (unmanned) teip to the ved planet going during his

1'I:n hamviest flest stage booster ‘Super Heavy' twisted and turned as it
negotiated (18 winy to 118 home base rther than splash in the ocean. This
could mean the turnaround thoe of space misslons could be in months
rather than years, The 'Starship’ the rocket Inunched splashed down (n the
Ind b Oeean an hour oF so later,

Sending u«nplo o Mars may not even sound futurlstic for dreamers Hie

ut cormplications may He in beinglng them back, but such wor-
rles could be dispelled before s manned trip becomes possible, “Big
lm\]‘urdu making e multiplanetary was made today,” Mr Musk sadd m
ostly.

It 1 the pace of the mareh of technology, that teo in the private seetor
with lesser resources, that 18 mind boggling s creativity gets a boost
through mastery of engineering and technology, Colonising the moon
could be achioved qu!eklr mnulﬁh I a haven Enrprnlnmtl ng human clvili-

sathon becomes a huge priority, In any case, the "Starship's is to ke peo-
nln T the Moo In 2E6 on NAsn's Artemis § mission,

Given the sucoess of the retrioval, the US authorities might foel better
disposed to clear SpaceX's innovative missions quicker, And mankind
ennnot b gratelul enough 1 the Hkes of Mr Musk provide it a wa¥ o lve
outslde planet Earth, People would be happy to lve on Earth i not for lead-
ors using technologleal creativity to fght wars rather than wage peace,
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To develop India, spend on
R&D let dlvers1ty flourish

n this seasen of pall
takeaways, there 16 a
NEAr-CONRENEUR
nrmlnt Ivulma Bnllu
;I ranid

Modi uh iy ngull: The
I!huun:wa danaty Party’s

Research and  Develo-
mnru Statlstica 202221,
rought out by the Unlon

BTN m:nmry’ of
sl Lnnm and technol
n Indla, GERD t
iture on ltemnh

I II b bl ‘:mw
n Haryuna g Inter-

roted as proof of Prime

Inister Navendes Medis
mmluurxl “maghe bouch”,
[ B8 resurgence
[ er natao-glamorods
Lak Sabihia electlon results
I June, This, despite a
losa to  dhe  Mathonal
Conference-Congress
coalitlon I Jammu and
Kashmir.

Prime  Minkster Modi
now has more pelitical
space todo what he wishes
1o, Thar psal] pesuilts have
hugely bacsted the marale
of the pnrlr cudreand
strengthened his hand,

IF this widely accepted
hypothesis is corvect, Thin
It i on us, the eitlons of
India, to demand that all
thit b framed a8 part of
vislon  statements  are
inplemented and lssues
that dos |1r;1| :yphanllly !Ew
ture i poll speeches but
are critical 10 Indla are
addvensed,

A key theme 18 the

Narendra Modl povern-
mnmn vialon Indla
ng Into a developed

1
nml.nn. ar “Vikait hl:urnt"
by 2M7, Cine ke vequive-
mnn: o reach thin goal 1

P"uturmmu\ i i
ppment (RE&D), The
Iﬂ!‘k'ﬂlh' Survey 20124
drew attention 1o India's
Jrogress in kil
skgnificant
patents and better ghobal
rankings. But the coun-
try's investment n Rl as
o percentage of GDP
remaing quite poor.
"Il spent 0,64 per cent
of its GDF on R&L [n 2020-
2, while  the
amurgst other developly
Hrloes countrbes was Hrail
(‘ A per cent), Hussian
federation (11 per cent),
Chinn (24 per cent), and
South Africn (06 por ocent),
Most of the  developed
countrbes spent Mo i
twis per cont of thelr Gross
Domestic Preduct (GDP)
on R&D" according to

et ) 18 makn:
ls' dllwu "ﬁ' the govern:
o

[.nur.-rlmmm mnlrlmml
AT per cent of the R&ED
budgee in 200021, sate
VEITIMANES 6.7 per oont,
e edueational nstit-
thona B per cent, and pub-
lie sactor Industry 4.4 per
sum and the privite sclor
per cent,

In mrk contrast 1o this
WA per cent, enterprises
spend 7T per cend o H-&Il
expenditure in China and
around 75 per cent n the
Unitedd States, Thia inei-
cates a neec for greater

in

The number of
researchers per mil-

In 2020 from 256 in
2017 and 110 in
2000 but India still

raumrl per mil-
lion inhabitants,

will Impact the reasarch
und development  land-

Ee in the mm:n‘y and
ul: ch amu will be the
mast kmpects

I we are nukmu ubout
boeaming o develaped
nation, we st closely
waamine what we do and
what developed nations
do.  The number of
researchers per million
peogle in India has gone
up b 262 Iy 20 from 255
b 20T el 1100 b 2000 bt
Indka seill han a relatively
small number of
vesearchers pee million
Inhabitants compared 10
the US (0,205 and China

Some areas 1ke drugs
and oh onla dh

mmuwl:wﬁmmrkﬂ
Mow, change appears o
b in :han:rmu
The {terim Budget for
2425 announced alleea-
thon of a B 1 lakh erore
corpus for RED, marking
an important  sep N
Incia's journey towards
becoming o global leader
In Innovatbon, This infu-
alon of funds 18 expacted 1o
foater pro I diverse
flelds such as technology,
healtheare, academin and
the  enviconment  and
strengthen Indin's posi-
thon in lrm plobal rescarch
BEORYEL
Indla hnn enncted dhe
Anusandhan  Natlonal
Research  Foundation
m{]\ﬂtﬂ‘iﬂﬂl Act to foster a
» culture, The act

empowers  the  ANRF
baard hesided by the Prime
Minkster to ide high-
- directbon. It
also seeks to bring togeth-
o universities, R&D Insti-
tutlons, government
mpnrmmnlu and Industry
for basie and  applied
vesearch, Indin has 185
institutes  of  natlonal
mportance.  However,
most of the institutions
face w challenge to get
Tuursdbruge For b reacareh,
Indin's Fenewid intervat
I fostering n RED culiure
ks pood news but 1t 18 oo
early to predict how this

bt R&ED spending. But
even there, Idlan compa:
ke typieally spend 56 per
cent of thelr revenues an
m\us mnpnm:l to 1520

q v
ltlanh m:lll ally,
Indka’s Inclustry has tied
towards ressarch output
that can be lmmedintely
commercinlised, However,
it b universally aceepted

that  basle  rescarch
remnlng the cormerstone
of  advan, level

rosearch, Indin has typ
cally bought technology
for many Industries, This
parthally explabns why the
Atma  Nirbhar Bharat
story has faced so many

s,
Thi quality of research I8
o critlcal {ssue. Despite
mprovements,  India's
share of  high-quality
reseirch artleles in poer
veviewed academic jour
nili remaing siificantly
lower than that of China
and the US, Historically,
Insstitutions of higher edu-
catbon In India  have
Iocused maknly on teach-
Ing and resonrch  has
rvemained peripheral 1o
numerous nstitutions.
Given this background,
mare funds for research
are undaubitedly weloome
bt there is ancther orit
cal issue which needs
attentlon — freedom to

andl its wings have nur

ured these
s thin ovier tlase, It b diffeult o

pealc out bobdly o fear
lessly. Resoarchors muse
adim to tell the truth, even If
dolng 8o risks mnkmu
one's superions or instit-
thon look b, Freedam o
voice a view 18 as critical
for ressnrel in physleal
sclonces a8 In soclal el
ences.

As famous  biosthicise

most lmpartant narns,
el it B froadom
of thought and speech o
genernte different polnts
of wlew, Progress cannot
ocour i the majority uses
Its power to suppress
minority ViEwpainis,
Placing  veatrletions on
communieation can alter
selentific work and can
Tuave o negative mpect on
the [rﬂﬁml&h <ImrlmI:
ment", Freedom of :.
DE Resnik ;H
“hpartamt for Mwmlnu
andd Informing the '}\ﬂ!ht
about  selentific

wuh poley lmnlmmnnw.

*eaple nesd to hear d e

nn: rapectives to develop

umll -Lnﬁrmecg anid cogent
opinkena  about  policy

“Selence works because
v oot o method of
dlacovery, there s agree-
ment on what counts as
avldemie, and, mest impar-
tanly, wir are incentivised
fo abow athers that they
are wrong 118 8 collective
act that :Inwly CONVErges
om the truth. ul aar find-
I can anly be trusted i
wa are fee o fnd e
opposite o whatever cur-
rent politieal sentiments
sugpest s the  right
' says Michael
Mu:huku lahna, an assock

uﬂmn of eeonomic
E{. y at tha Landan
annmlu anid
lmlllh'nl Science  and
author of A Theory of
Everyone:  The  New
Sciemes of Who We Are,
How We Got Hevs, and
w!hw W avrer Caooting,
rich mirks
la w w knowledge,
W Inulular.a that con ben:
nnt the publie at large,
progress comes eut of
a mm: af divirse polnts
of view, It newds freedom
drarn far — fonr of Bihare
andl fear bo dissent,

The writer fbeuses on
development fesues in
Innetise sl evmwergrinng
oconamios, She can be
snchiind 4t

patralelhs chatterive
falgrnuiL oo,

proups and
, givien the

LETTERS
HYPOCRISY ON QUOTAS

Rahul Gandhl has recently
sald that his Congress Party
will take reservations

beyond the 50 per cent cell-
ing If It comes to power.
Those who are agair he
reservation policy have critl-
cised the idea. Inter
they will do a 180
turn and oppo!
per cent cap s |‘lr0t|u(l d
to state quotas for Lok

the move of giving a Lok
Sabha constituency ticket
from his/her state quota to

from outside

t what is neces-
d politiclans is
equally important for select-
ed bureaucrats, Soclal jus-
tice will be mere talk if there
Is no equitable representa-
tion both in elected and
selected personnel of the

government.
Sujit De
Kolkata

QUOTAS QUTDATED

CASTE-BASED rescrvatlons are no
longer a tool for an squitable sl
oty. Instead, they are a polariaing
Instrument. Can we truly assess
the suceess of reservations n lght
of the recent uproar agninat Rahul
Gandhl's remarks about remoying
them when [ndia becomes a falrer
sochety? How can we make sure

uotas achiove thelr goals rather
than slnply serve as politleal eapi-
tal? A current discussion makes
clear how vital it 18 to glve these
policles an extensive review in
order to address changing soclal
dynamica mnd uphald thelr demoe-
rathe integrity.

a candidate

Bhart]
Bogusaral, Hihar

DOUBLE STANDARDS

INDIANS ARE soen to be extramoly
uhr' at the spectacle of garbis
nelng in New York's Thmes

Square or Diwali celebrations in

the White House, However, they

have nothing tosay when churches
and prayer meetings of Chrlstians
ave regularly sttacked, mum:lnllr‘

In Nerth Indin, The same happl-

ness ks seen when Hindu temple

are opened (n Muslim nations in
the Middie East, But Muslims here
have had to face many attacks,

What If Christian and Muslim

natlons adopt the same polley of

loaking the other way if Hindus are
attacked? The few sane volees fght-

Ingg for equal rights are silenced by

the  eacophonic unnmlnm!l)

brigade,

Mum%:'l

Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins 500, Email:
asianage.letters@gmail.com.

tha first, a bemb wes st alf as his con
Clirkstinag HH0,

opacity with whlch the Pakhlm il eatab-  clde bombars tried
llahmn has changed. We oy

Iﬂnhla.
Ir| Kashmir, from over 4000 ftallties in 2000, the
nurher went b 3,000 in 002 and 2000 {n 2003, ]l
killad. OF these, 820 weve n security forees, 14 fall atninmmmmmmmm
civillans and 2,58 militants, The next yoar, 262, In the muamber Toll to under 1000

1000t o the fivst thme since 10, [t fell hmim' 58 in
to 200, thes 373 In 2009, mmhmn Itdldmlp
What explains the mfmln futalitios after what  above 200 in any year till Manmohan Singh left
Wi Jong-ferm pacalat in

The two events of algnificance are the 8/ This to have shified somewhat since
nttmeks i the US, after which Paldstan suld hhld with fistalities gaing above 200 in four years, above
bocome & partier n the “wir on fervor™, and the 300 in two and above 800 in one year, Last
witnck oo Indka's Parlinment three months later in {ur.m. fell v bebow 200 agnin for the first — In 2000, the Pakist o it
Decesmber 201, in which nine Indians and five  thme since 2005, but it would not be wise to see a

died. chitan poknt as o kang-term

After the secand event, Indin mabilised for war

lebstan front

re killod but Gen,

eaciperl
mdul next year, fatalities rose sharply to #25, of
Mueh e o tha wihom 206 weee security forces pecsanned and H2
m:mmmmmmwmamuu milltants, In 2006, they reached 1465, In 2007,
development but it should be expected that ¢
demacrac rther

H Erogress than regress elee

20 14, deaths were at
B0 i 2005 lmi Ihmblﬂm and

el
.
S and was TrLAL e ine the dats e,
New govt in J&K "ﬁuwmhmwwm
Th Al Tervorism
in Kashmir, The
explocdedd and took 1177 Lves, of
security forces N7, In 2014, it

a positive sign;
civilians, 132
some L-G powers “&.WWMW i
I 19, 0, were Killed,

will shift to CM

“This werdter is the chair of Amnesty
Intermatianal Incia. Twitter: disakar_patel



