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Time to recognise bail,
and not jail, is the rule

he Supreme Court ru]mg ﬂ'un the judicial dictum, bail 15 the rule

and jail is an axce| a];J?llcah]o o offences under apectal

statutes like the Un wﬂ.l]Ar ties (Prevention) Act, 1967, unr]er

seores the primacy of India’s democratic Conatitution and the
damental rights enshrined in it In governance,

The judges were eategorical in ruling that courts should hsve no hesits-
tion in granting bail when a case is made out irrespective of the nature of
the allegations of the prosecution. In & stern message, it has reminded the
Judges that, if the cnult! start denying bzl in deserving cases, it will bea
violation of the rights guarantesd under Article 21 of the Constitution,
which mandates that no person shall be deprived of his life or liberty
except through the process of law.

The pattern that 1s emerging from the series of rulings by the spex court
a peirs o be that itwants only those who are proven guilty of a crime pun-

i, The process of the law cannot me the punishment irres) iwe
nfthe nature of the alleged erime or the law inveked and the executive arm
of the government should not weaponise the law againat people,

rovernments have the mandate to run the country M‘Eer the law but

zome people in governments at all points of thms

Governments have i inw a notion that those very same laws can

the mandate to run  be used to keep innocent people mozzled. They
‘the country but my]dwell know that the
wolld arraign as an accus

same people In b comy: I.cteanhera]um,and

governments at all heir immediste purpose will

points of time slip

into a nation that

those very same

laws can be used

a ¥
otracted trial but
be served when
they have been put behind bars without batl for
long periods of time. The indiscriminate B.ppll
eation of the anti-terror law will have a ca
Ing effect of silencing on the govermment's or lt

les. The UAPA, for example, would mandate
to keep Innocent (hat an accused is not eligibie for sttt
people muzzled before spending 180 days in jail with no
chargesheet against him. The draconian
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002, makes bail virtually i
hie g8 a judge needs to be prima facie convinced that the accused is uut
gullty af the offence even hefore the trial shead of granting ball.

Studies have come up with startling findings that the anti-terror law has
been rampantly used against weaker sections of soclety, es) ecinllr hack-
ward classes and minorities, Given the lower courts’ disinclination
towards i:rnm of bail, which has been severely criticised by the Supreme
Court only the other day, they were made to cool their heels as undertrials
with nuhnpe whatssever of walking free.

It may be pertinent to nete that it is not the ‘glmue:utmn alone that flagged
the nature of the charge to deny bail — the Court sat in a special
session on a holiday to ensure that a nearly pnral)seﬂ academician, who
waa let off by a high conrt for the failure of the prosacution to stick to the
mandates of the anti-terror law, remiained in jail citing the grievous nature
of the charges against him. That he was Mntus]]{' let off by the same court
after trial comes as & crude reminder that even the highest court at times
bilinked at the waﬁﬁoﬂqp]e s liberty was taken away by the state,

Th assertion ol eourt that it will act as the guardian of the pao-
pie's right to liberty lsnmlreshml, thought and a reassurance of the demo-
cratic freedoms that we earned affer a long and painful stroggle,

Yunus keeps Bangla on mend

he Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunes who, 85 head of the caretaker gov-
ernment, has taken on the onerous. ulhlllt} af bringing hack erder
to Bangladesh made a pitch for unity when visiting the Dhakeshwari

gla
Naticmal ‘J'emple and mesting the leaders and representatives of the Hindu

COMIMEnty.
In ﬁil\dag that everyone's rights should be ensured iy lespectlwd:'u"gm
has given voice to the most appropriate feelings when members

minority communities in Bangladesh, including abowt 13 million Hindus, are
living in fear after mobs ran amok and influenced & course of deamathe svents
thit colminated in Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina flesing the country on

August 5 and seeking refupge in India.

Tasked with bringing things under contral after riots led o the killing of at
least 450 people, Yunus and his Cabinet members, including two retired gen-

erals who heve spologised to the Hindus for not heLng ahli i it tham
during the riots, have been striving to get the police to take over fully the sk
of maintaining law and order by patrolling strets and sending the stu-

demsbid( o schiools audcoﬂug

here is no ﬂm{ g the pressures the interim povernment s working
uudm With the feelings running high against Sh.elkh Hasina and her Awami
ngue party, the interim Cabinet had to cancel the observation of August 15
as a "Day of Mourning” as Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, seen as the Hberator of
, and many members of his family were gunned

is day.

Gilven the poLlllcn.l divisions nlmln Bm]gladﬁh sochety, it s on the cards
that greater rein may be glven to anti Hasing
continues o stay securely in @ Iam near Mew Delhi. The return of the
Hangladesh Wationalist Party is nnl 4o be ruled out in the prevailing atmos-
phere in which all symbols of the freedom movement are being tarpeted

With his secular credentials and international expesure as the chairman of
the Gramesn Bank and micr mee gur to the poor of Bangladesh, Yunos
is on the path of establishing It 18 moot whether he can keep divisive
Bangladeshi polities undar wrsps unil eleetions ave ealled. His Country s on
the mend quld(.l\- enough after the chaos, but the long-term fufure s a lot
MOre uncerta
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Will new bifurcation of
J&K be a step forward?

Maohan

Guru swamy

ive years hack
e Narendra
Modi  povern-
ment had abro-
ed Article 370
of the Constitution and
[ollowed it with the bifur-
cation of the erstwhile
state of Jammu and
Kashmir, into fwo Union
tervitories (UTs) of J&K
and Ledakh, This effec-
tively mmeant Iibﬂaﬁﬁ
fironm the trou
atute, but leaving behind
& symbletic union of two
very dissimilar reglons,
one mostly Muslim snd
the other mostly Hindu
The Hashmir Valley, of
about 6.8 mi]ilonmle,
i5 B4 per cemt lim
with Hindos  and
Buddhists aceounting for
just &6 per cent; nnd
JJammu, with & pnpu]u-
tiom of 5.4 million, is 426
per cent Hindu and 335
per cent Muslims It only
ended up making & bad
situation worse,

The new UT of J&K
effactively meant an end
to full democracy and salf-
povernment, and leaving
an area higger than many
full-fledged states of the
Indian Union, with a pag-
ulation of more than 12
million, with & govern-
ment with much less
powar anid authority than
enjoyed by the erstwhile
&K atate. For all practi-

ol purposes, it has been
divectly ruled Delhi.
We have seen the
Union wrnment has
emasculated the DPU!J
Eovernment, legvi
pecple of Delhi with rrJn
sy in thelr government
and living i the midst of
i phvsm] and politieal

"M.nmgin " Delhl b5 a
lot easier, IR
an inaurgency-ridden ter-
ritory striving for “aeaa
has been 4 bone too hard
for the Modi government
to chew, One thing is
‘almost certnin. India has
very few now batting for
it in the Hashmir Valley
and the Muoslim-dominat-
ed Poonch area of
Adammu  The  elaction
resulis underline it

When the Modi govern-
ment and the RSS do not
share the aspirations of a
midern, egalitavian and
truly secular natiom, it
would be quite ridicalous
to expect the people of
Hashmir and its leaders
o aspive for it It seems

that the lessons of
Magaland have not been
bearnt by the Centre.

Instead of demoeracy k-
Lﬁenm%ﬂ:rwawl it has
tge step hack-
R.nshmlr is the north-
BrTmost phical
reglon of South Asis.
Until the mid-1sth centu-
ry, the term “Kashmi
denoted only the vs]lL;
between  the  Great
Himalayns and the Pir
Panjal range. Muslim
rule was n by
Shamsuddin Shah Mir
(133042), & courtier in the
court of Ki
Udayanadeva who seize
the throne after his death.
The Mughals took control
in 1586 during the ruls of
dalaluddin by, The
reglon came under the
control of the Durrani
Empire in firomm
1753 to 1818, when the
Sikhs took over, In 1866,
the treachery of Gulab
Qm[;'h a Dogra Fmera]
and governor of Jammu,
was repabi when the
British gave him Jammu
for it and further wrned
over the Kashmir Valley
bo him for £75 iakhs.
These treaties formed
the apcalled princely
state  of Jammu an
Hashmir and Gulab
Singh became its first
mgharajah. This was also
the first thme that Jarmmu
and Kashmir became ome
rldmhmun.ll\re entity, As
lxhﬁl ‘gad éamm“
EA
tared “fh m'n‘i—
Baltistan. His son Ranh:r
.[Q_\!ﬁl |i;r].clel.'l i[unéu.
silgit and Magar to the
leingrom. Thus, aonmpns
ite state of
reghona, Mllglmsamler.h
nicities was formed. This
Ea reflected In the present-

demographica
dﬂm purpose of elaborat-

ing on this 15 two rnld.

Histo

regions af Jammu m!d
are part of

rhasl:m nm'rlﬂdlvE of
nilin's cnmpm e [ funn-'
Despite its preponderan

Bbustim pop\llutlolL :M
history of people of the
Kashmir Valley ia inter-
twined with all the differ-
ent Iocal histories of the
mnm nationatities of gme—
nt-day !mtlzl.. whil

50 hieme: to the world's
second largest Muslim
population. There 15 no
separate Kashmir story
as thare 18 for
Adfghanistan or Nepal It
wis Blways a part of the
Indian mainland, exeept
for @ brief 1 af ru
from Kabul, There is no
tendition or case for a sep-
arate Kashmir, the
Tibetans hawve or the
Paestinians have.

‘This J&K, with or with-
out E‘nKandudakh isan
artificial eerY
ortirin, Hist cs]ls-' cul
turally. ethnically and Lin-
Ei!tlcnll}', Jammu,

dakh and  Kashmir
have as much in common
as Tamil Nadu has with
Punjab or Assam with
Gufarat, The destinkes of
the peopée of Jammu have
to be delinked from
Kashmir.

In the new India, old
states pot subsumed and
Wi aa e

TANY FEmnng
the erstw!’!"xe princely
state of J&K, whether in
India or under the control
of Pakistan, have by and
large settled down nmsder
thelr new national identi-

the Kashmir
\-'alleimletp:s now India's
seemmgly  Intractable
problem. It has festered
fior over 75 years, Did we
miss sem

being & nation bound
together by shared histo-
llﬁla shared culture and
shared ethnicity, it is
‘bound together by shaved
irations assured
the Constitution, writhon
by ouwr founding fathers
that shared idealism and
naiinm.llsm forged by
experience, While
lt Ia amphl clear that
many, if ot most, peoj
In the Rm'l:mlr Walley do
not & s
that bind the rest of s,
histary does net offer
them any basis for o dis-
tinct and  independent
idemtity either.

On the ather hand, the
narrative of Kashmir's
recent history has taken a
distinct course different
fram the rest of the coun-
try. This India needs to
recognise. In these past W
years, India has made a
hash  of msnagmg
L{anhnur eithar by
thon or by an iron i&nﬂ
The Indian repuablic now
has tw offer something
tangible to satisfy most
aspirations in Kashmir
and we are talling only
ahaut Kashimir, Instead, it
seems that by linking
Kashmir in an unnater
union with Jammu and
bringing them wnder
Delhi's direct rule, India

is only offering the trou-
bled people of Kashmir a
choice of jack| Delhi

must saek 0 accommo-
date Kashmir with an
autonomy that will satis-
fy the aspirations nur-
tured by this lon fod
of revolt. L
With accesslon o
Paklstan or & complete
lud._ependelmecemmn_?:
(15, 111 B0 via
mmmuut be and can be
foumd, The beeakthrough
for that must happan n
the minds of the rest of
Indis. The heavens are
not  going  to fall if
Kashmir becomes lnﬁln
AULDTIOIWALS FEZOn W]
in India. The extent of
autonomy then becomes
the onl manerﬁ:n'discus
ion. We c%n nli’rm‘d o be
us. But it a fﬂ
ﬁt the Nemmh-ap adi
governiment i atill nor
for 1e? I Tives under
the delusion that all is
well

The writer, a polie
he writer, 4 polloy

LETTERS

TIME TO REMEMBER

Assam has a long and rich
history of resistance against
British rule, First it was Tarun
Ram Phookan, Ambikagirl
Raichoudhury and Gopinath
Bordolol who led protests,
Then, on September 12,
1942, 1B-yaar-old Kanaklata
Barua was shot dead by
police while leading a rally
to hoist the Indian flag at
Gohpur police statlon. Tiles-
warl Barua, Khulull Devl, Ku-
muli Devi, Padumi Gogol,
Gaolapl Chutlya, Thunuki Das,
Jalukl Kachari and Kon Chu-
tiya were also martyred. The
sacrifices of Kushal Konwar,
Maniram Dewan, Mukunda
Kakoti, Malati Mem, Dariki
Das| Barua, Bhogeswarl
Phukanani and Thogl Suta
added new fervour to the
Iindependence movement.
Respect to these martyrs.
Deborshi Gautam
Bangaon, Assam

TAKE BACK THE NIGHT

RIMIHIM SINHA has called all Benguli
woimen 1o tuke hack the night following
abut shaming of the femats doctar whio
was pangraped and murdered in s
mst eruel manner on the campus
RG Kar Medical College hospital on
Friday night. What & clarion call! How
apposite it 18 o demand
for woren after hours at the stroke af
the midnight hour of Angust 15, Now
even regreasive mothers whio hold back
thedr daughiess and cripple them so
they A &5 soft and mideed
often fall easy prey to aggressors who
nuenﬂsurwmelmhl.adbvmesevm pil-
lnnna‘l‘!mdmn society ‘Elﬂ dmm :
oul of peer pressure, But at beast this
thought will have become acceptable in
them and others, and the dialogue for
women's freedoms will have gained
momentum among the girls and
est Hengal.

women of Weast
Priyanka Mathur
Modda

KUDOS TO JNU, JAMIA

IT HAS ONLY been thr o8 YRArS Ririce the
wnt-CAA protests at N0 and Jamin
IMillia. An.halnme ml! suppurug]{, the
Evernment b

uhaut these mu l\mm'ned uutl.:u[lnm
They were called the tukde tikde

They wers called Pakistan g
BJF MLA from

.-\hu]u. evan allaped that 1,000 e con-

and 2000 hottles of Hguor gre found

nw.'nl an JNU campus. This year, as

E the Gol's awn Naticaal Instinational
iking JNU and Jamis

¥
ties and for the first time
with power vested with
the people by a lively
democracy. More than

analyst
dcand ﬂ'mﬁw issues,
Rias held sendor pozithons
mmmﬂ;ﬂmﬂd

dirstry

Millia slamia have runked secoad and
third, respectively. Kodos!

Jang Bahadur Singh

Jamshedpur

Dilip Cherian

Dilli Ka Babu

As Vaidya’s exit
looms, Indian Oil
getting ready for
a new leadership

n the coming weeks, Shrl.lmm Mm:lhav
Valdya's extended tenure s
l:ﬂlnnl]itlhrpl.lﬂ:mam.llwra up,
the search for his raaxfy
in full swing. Last waek a
searah-cum selecﬂ.nn mmm.{ttae Ied by

A T “F..d .g,..g
rises o { 5 1
Ponkaj Jain an

sacretary
HPCL chairman MK Surana, mtm‘wlmd
shout & dozan eandidstes to find the
The selection process, held at Shastri hawnu
—ﬁaahmﬂdﬂlemini:trynfpemlmmmd
Eil;l sEw a mix of internal candidates
tmmll] ani &t least one strong externial con-
tenber, While early 5 ‘sugpest a frontrun-
ner has emerged, it might be & while befre we
Imow for sure who will taks the helm of this

Pummesun jAmit.

4 search-cum-selection com-
L‘.?L‘)ampﬂln.l.thasw and
discretion to choose the best candidnte for the
Jjob. Mr Vaidya, Oﬂ‘lgilnlly sat o retire on
Augusr. 41 Rast iranted & oneyear
g 'l'LLi retlremenl o this

and contract
huhﬂunmbmltﬂmt mwmymmr
o fow more 5 fo ensure & smooth fransl-

tinm, ing- the ﬂ.‘n!l nod from
ﬁppnln'ﬁ:lgmg pe of the Cahl.nel

{AOC).

8o, while the wait continoes, it's clear that the
process ks designed to be theroongh, ensuring
that I0CL's next leader s chosen with care,

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PS & 08D
Several Umion ministers in the Maodi & (-era ave
Teport hi in a tr situation regard—
I.u ﬂa:glpypnmnnmmfmlcllrw 18 SecTRtaries.

and officers on ial duty (OSD). W’mle
[h[ﬂ ministers hnye

However, others, still hoping to navigate
arpund these restrictlons, are stuck in
a state of indecision, unsure of how w

proce

This sttuation underscores the ongoing ten-

sion batween snd'h“uemsu-
oratic protocol, a d that's quietly shy

o i woskings o ihis Foverty

mmt oW hn]am:e desire for

trusted nides with the need to adhere to the

N‘lehnen highlighting the mmﬁm(lﬂ.esaf
9-' g 5 D%ad the most
mu

these erucial mﬂ!ﬂ—m ool
1 or warking relationships —
e consirained hyanat of precon-
ditions that Limit their

Bedore the 1024 Lok Sabha ]:d]s conchuded,
tha depann'lem uf personnsl alu! train
{ Humsive Lt of offl

CETE Inner\re S and OED This list
includes many who served ‘ministers
the M.nd] government’s previeus term,

According to spurcss, the minlsters have heen
dgl rrmdﬂlm must choose thedr P§
and ermined fist, Thoss
hnqull:kl undemnuisuﬂamepﬂﬂ:emkl
have al sacured thelr preferved officers

NEW ERA FOR CABINET SECAETARIA’
When the Centre announced Dr 'F v,
Somanathan as Indis’s rd Cabinet Secratary,
it came as 8 pleasant surpeise across the civil
services. One Unlon secretary humorousk
remarked, “The finance secretary-designaie
binat -dlesignate.”

m'vs. as ha's

over from.

ill tnke v Gauba later
\‘.hln mnnﬂa.nd comtine as Cal

inet secrotary

) o® O

undl at feast Aupust 203 Given the recent
of extensions, many expect

Tis teruare o
lnmmmd.sd
TVS‘& career spans over theee decades and
camt achievements, He hx!

he]dlneypun! l:ma.mdtlimgjndnlsanmym
corporate affairs and economic affairs, and was
one of the first to join the Pri

tme Minister's
CHfice undsr Nar aMDdlinxmLHeplmd
a eritieal vole in shaping fiacal policy, pspacial-
1y during aconomic periods. and
eontributed cantly to the Unbon Budget
and initiatives like the Atvs Nirbhar Bharat
atimulus ge  And National
Monetisation Pipeline.
What's pert is that TVS
might be the anly Cabinet se whis has

mever served as a district collector, despite his
extensive experience. With a Phl) in econom-

bes, abong th gualifications as a chartered
accountant and cost accountant, there is no
doubt that the economy will be of special focus
during TVS's tenure,

Love thens, hate them ignore them at nation-

al f.L j.! I.Pu' babu el Dl
PH" babu esca, i\e
h!'lﬂﬂﬁl‘M
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Blow to ease of
doing business

Retrospective taxation powers for mineral-
bearing states must be weighed against the
signal they send on business on policy certainty

e Supreme Court’s (SC) judgment granting

states the power to tax mineral rights and

mineral-bearing lands was one thing, but

giving this taxation retrospective
applicability is quite another, and altogether
unwelcome, The first Instance — the apex court's
July 25 judgment — was in keeping with the
prrinetple of fiscal federalism with o well-reasoned
distinetion drawn between mining royalties and
taxcation. But Wednesday's ruling rejecting o
“prospective-levying-only” tether on the taxation
powers, which the Centre and tox assesses sought,
denls a body blow to the ease of doing business in
India.

Mature tmx jurisdictions avoid retros
action when there is no intent to penalise for past
wrongdolngs, given how policy certalnty remains
a key consideration for businesses and their
investment decisions, Indeed, grandfathering
principles apply even In case of prospective policy
changes. in order to protect those who had made
investment decisions on the hasis of past policy.
This makes India's case o double whammy for
mining compinies.

The chaos that could result is foreseeable since
there is no route for companies 1o pass on the tax
liability likely wo arise to the end users. There are
enough examples in Indla's taxation history o
demonstrate the perils of retrospective taxation,
the most prominent one in recent times belng the
Vodalone case,

The SC has sought to limit the damage by setting
April 1, 2005, as the cut-off date, barring states from
charging penalties and interests on these demands
and allowing a 12-year payment perlod starting
FY27, But these measures are hardly any reprieve.

The allure of windfall gatns will be hard for states
to resist, but they would do well to weigh this
against the signalling value it would have for
potential investors. Hurting investor confidence
won't impart mineral-rich but economically
backwird states the fiscal strength they need,

The Centre can, of course, amend the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act to
circumseribe the states’ powers here, but that
would be opening another Pandora’s box, and
challenge the principles of federalism, States must
keep their competitive edge in mind as they go
about implementing the SC decision.

Public health care
needs a cure for touts

he multiple roles that the accused in the

Kolkata doctor’s rape and murder jugeled in

the government hospital where the latter was
employed, expose how the inadequacy of public
henlth care Infrastructure and personnel has led oo
network of touts and middlemen. This is true even in
the best government facilities, including in the
national Capital, Touts lubricate everything at these
facilities, creaking under the massive footfalls they
receive, from booking ambulances o even arcanging
for blood, Informal as this ecosystem Is, it goes
unregulated and lenves patients and their families
with litthe recourse when things go wrong. This has
also ereated a shadow economy of kickbacks and
inducements involving public-sector personnel who
serve is feeder lines for the private seclor (nursing
homes when the patients fall to find a bed in the
government hospital, diagnostics facilities when the
waiting thme in public factities runs into weeks,)
Monltoring and weeding out touts, even when
artempted, does little o cleanse the system
permanently, given the sheer number of patients
seeking aceess and attention, desperately grasping
ALStraws,

Public health Inadequacy is exacerbated by the
question of affordability. Quality tertiary health
services in the private sector remln very expensive
for the masses, leaving the publlc sector as the only
option. And despite rising private sector and pulblic-
Funded health insurnce, many Indinns still remain
entirely without cover, or without adequate cover,
Unless public heaith care's inadequacy and low
penetmtion rates for health insurance are addressed,
the issue of middlemen can't be resolved, along with
the attendant risks,

| INCIDENTALLY |

Of freedoms gained,
lost, and gained again

It is Muhammad Yunus's
wise mind, Saroj Devi's
generous soul and
Arshad Nadeem's pure
heart that constitute
true independence

il b Talse to the knkol s
onlunn i 1 wore 10 deny the
ik truth that wday, Mgt
15, 20024, the comrsry u ppermmost
i mind |8 not Tmdis, which
became froe this day in 547, but
Hanghidesh | will be wmteue o brill
were nit o acknowledge that the

mmmsmnmum Rahstn, the
foumder-beader and finst president of
Bungtladesh, who wis sssssinaed on
this clay in 1975
And D wistbd be disluisest o ool
umminist's duty if | were to deny or
downplay o third fack 08 the d.l\'
Wi felt wu Iln.l]-ul'bl.lllrl.xmh
s i four
Bt ||m-m;mﬂmu;m
under o national emeorgeney then
Freadarn can be kst b forelizn pow-
wrs, rugalned from them abeer bmer
aind hetoie o . 10 I Jost agaln
o dehilisated logatees of the ariginal
heroes and thelr retainers, o be
reclaimed by the people 3ot agaln

through Imepressible mass demon-
struthons of will and guis

So, s Indln celcbrates, as it mast,
s histork Irsdhependince Dy Woday, it
vt o s v gl Lo R peaes of
plnd-dupdng coume mormtkon, but
gl e bugrestey of Ilhu.nﬂl truth
und the trajectory of history's bitier
lessons, Indin and Pakistan were
anodnted on the night of August 14
anel 15, M7, i the atiar of bope they
wetw bnpiided in the blood of hawe,

The hates begrodged the hopes;
they soszht 1o rob themn of thelr joy,
thielr drommy, And, o wsea pot
of Juwinkarial Nehr, socce “in
large measire”. The hate
spvded |0 what was catled [n
vided India. by senbor nnd respected
leadiers who pspoused |1 the Twa
Nations e theory wis tit
Hindus aml Mmlilusmwlmmpu—
rabe prople, twe e parmc ations’,
el sty bl b cinfens of e sepammie
Nkl states, 1] some propagsied s
theory, there were those Hke
Mautmin G dil, Puocit Jawaliarlal
Neha, Sardar Vallabhbbal Pasel and
Metn]l Sulshas Chanidia Hose, bom 1o
Hingdu parents, wha believed Hindus
el Munlims were meant 10 live
togethor |0 amity, and those like Khan
Abcdil Glallar Khas, MA Ansati,
Tt Al Bnbaam A ik M
Magrul ik, born o Mislim par-
ents, who did o oo, voci lerously.

B ihe momentum for freedom,
Tl ot ko bkl P nnatlons
emerged in place of one, undl 871,
when humanity resuscitied hope s
the eastern hall of Pakistan as it
tevolied sigalnst division on U basls
of religlon. Indien Gandbl — b it salid
1o the credit of thit davighier of lree-
dam nnclof freodom’s grent lighuor
waw that the India that had rejecied
T Matleans ot help East Pakistan
Decotme itsell again, in Freedom, as
ontilon for all & noliceallsos. And

Barglnclesh was born,
Erelia, Mother India. got its frecdom
Trom British rule in 1947, Ax did ast

Tengal which became in 1847 Esst
Pokiston, wiath] ® ot Freedom o secomd
time in 171, with Indla standing
Deesile i i o ok soliclarity.

., we crlebrate this three-in-
one [reedom = 1947 for Indla and
1947 (s 1971 for Bangladesh.

But we must do pore. I il hon-
eaty, frevdoms can be [ost w ong's
oiwith Wil Moy el os thid Cough
penes, by definltion, aro inherited,
ey can mtste and debase them:
sedven. And can seurry towards this
s pbes of history's power-greedy,
tirfuhiesty. egon, Politics, an o imeans
of service, [ ewer challenged by peli-
Theg s a menis of coqtrol

When, therefore, an octogenarian
devier of niral credit is snddenly
maked to devise wavs of restoring

polivical credi i Hanglindesh's shai-
veredd podity amd frengked society, and
i suys Bangdsles | by mow Hberating
Hemelln third thaee, il recdom-lovers
mcrons The world tke note,

And m | wiliate te Troadom fighiors
of M7 and 1971, 1 do s too for thase
wilha have brough frecdom o Barglo-
dlish from its | mternal us-frecdom. But.
i thin ks no ondinary e, aa in 1947
wned 1971 this third frovdam oo has

e § find it unbenra-
i thiat. et o sbosibd vendadise
the st Of Ramgubanid b Mujit i
e wark of art showing the surrender
of Pakistan's military 10 Indin's miki-
tary chicls in lberatod Bangladesh.
Tt weunda By e e e Deshird
the Twi Natkons Theory seeldng o
simothier hope. But even maore. | nd 1§
Intndernble that mioks masguending
i oot abicmbd amtock Hindus, ek
i i b s

Sulutations, therefore, to Chief
Akt Midhesirmad Yo Ko sising
in e uncertin terrns that the attacks
on Hindus in the wale of Shelkh
Hasing's wxit are “Belnous™ ot that
thiy ave modie him feel “nshamed "
He s makod, “Are ihe Hindus, Chris
tlang, and thase of weligions other
whan Tluen (n our conngry not Banglo-

As I celebeates s Independence Day today, hn-luhulpkutk
tnpestry of historical truth and the irajeciory of history s bitter lessoms w0

dealils? In o pave that ls me with
hape, he sald exnetly whal Gandhl
silel drn East Berggal's Noakhall in 1946
i |18 Hindus felt the "Two Natkom'
whip Gandll asked the Mushins of
skl 10 truikae Ehe sanfiety of Hilnd s
their concern, Yomus has done the
wamne, sl andseds of protestens
Tarvee hoarkened o hlscall,

1 must comelude with a thought
whaut Pkistan, When sur very own
e Choprin's javelin throw was
bettered i thi Pars s by Uit
of Pakisgtan's Arshod Nadeem,
Beeern's mather— Saroj Dev — when
wekied pbout Nudeem. said that he is
wlso like o son 1o her, Nadeem,
respanding, sid that e was grateful
thaat she prayed [oe him as well and
skl that shi 18 like o mother & him,

‘This sptrit Is whit will save the
Freedati of our ok osinirks fromm
Deing abaducted by suspicion and
Foreed Into baptisme of dond. It s
Yisrius's wise mine, Sarof Devi's gen
erois soul wid Nadeent's pun hewrt
thial comutituties foe me sl that tre
Inlipemdence means,

Gnpalirishng Gandhi,a fornwr slming
risir, bn g semdont off mexdern Indlen his
vy Ther e expretwnsesl s pervtaiml

Infrastructure as frontier
for the India-China rivalry

ercnmiis ogennled at com parabde lev-
el Tidied Gaisdhl had coane bk tio

[n the (9808, the Indian and Chinese
Inical sandility, Afer

et bringing
her pasansination, iv Gandhi row to
power, charming the nation but failing in
petformance, Then, the VP Siagh-Chnndra
Shekhinr doys of politienl manipulstion and
fnstabiliny followed. All this while, in China,
Dherigg Ximprig win worldng on his blick-or-
whilte, cat-must-cach-mice reforms. In the
rmvee sxariod bn 1980, China has movied far
ahend, with o Gross Domestic Produ (G DF)
fiwe times Indin's,

The cconomic mascle from srong man:
facturing and export orientation helped
Chilnm weguitie diplomatle success. One srat-
ey was b invest in infrastroctune abroad
and buy the lovalty of the destination coun-
tries. Ports in the Indian Ovean rim were
ey targets, with cosh-sirapped but ambi-
Hous host countries. Hambanota In Si
Lainks andd Gwadar in Pakistan ire
prime mstances. Theve are poity)
terminals in Banglodesh, Myanniar,
Keenys, Tatweania, Aussrslia, snd the
Uaited Arab Ferim tos (LA, whiro
Chinese compunies are debi fequisy
financiers, contracton ar conces:
shont-holding lossess, They have nat
came to India for want of security
¢learance from the Centre,

Then cumse: the Belt and Road Ind-
Uastive (BRI). The Belt (s for transportathon
through vall and noad networks through

i nd-backed countries. And the Road revives
the old Mardtime $iEk Roacd. The New lnter-
notonal Land-Sea Tride Corridor claims o
T expuondedd it remch 10 523 pores (n 124
eouniries und reglons, The panlie develop-
mend ol the Ching-Euroj Expeess.
which operates durough a network of rull-
s it irverse Ao and Eunope, provides
i alternative to the mantime foute.

While the Chinest economy lojg
wtwrting by th 1905, Bnddin was mealclag s|
and steady progress towards | lising s
sconamy, Dur tsial oxetses for oft govwem-
anee, filoe demacrcy, labour pratoction, the
rusle of baw, and buman rights, and cxigger-
i fiedind elaking of groweh, lave served o
make the masses conlent. The dscent of
Indinn professionals 1o fop positions in
globul companies has made us prood. Our
exterial migration s, ina way, the sl rﬂr m!
Trumuan capltal 1o the developed wo
what about lnvestment?

Inidin mnde an carly attempt to Invest in
infrustructure abrosd by wking ap Chabahar

PPort {n Lrain, The chlleiige was i develop
the port clrcumventing the sanctions

Ports are lnspreriant because global irade
wimes bl pping for 95% of curgo voliimes

fmposed on bram by U intermitionil eom-
iy = the United Sutes (US) strongly and
eontinvously. followed by the Eutopean
Unlom and the Unitod Kingdom. and oeca-
alonally by the Unlivd Nations. India had i
dilky-dully on Chabalar, without honouring
thie eormmitmiits mide o Dran, s 76 oo
theal miles away, China was doveloplng the
Guadar Port in Pakistin, Indin has finally
sottled the Chiabiliar iswwe, with India Ports
Giobal, o pubsic entity, aking over the man-
Agement.

Thie Indis-M iddbe Ease-Enrope Ecomomic
Corridor { IMEC) diec lnrod it the G0 Summit
It Neew Dielinl b an effort 10 boost mlmunm?-
und coonmic integration between South
Asta. the Middle East and Europe. I addi-
Hhem) 10 Inclia, the UAE. Saudi Avabia, Israel,
and Grocee v identified ¢ obes in develop-
g this ecsnomie corridor. The Ismel-MHa-
s conflict hosa Mected Dhese plin,

The Adanl Group has veniured l\lhlun-

ANTONY BLINKEN

<

These actions only exacerbaie

should be on the
to achieve

plomatic effe
a ceasclire
v i far-Righi it lisd priysrs b U Al Al mosgue

India needs an ‘up or out’
policy for its bureaucracy

rime Minbier (FM) Naneodm Modl
pronmised tha hils thind tenn will see big
dicishons, The chollenge o shills
l'nru mere poditieal dnmuunum

lllLllyInl.u il s et

-uiillsylmwﬂm

L vt

Irlﬂ Indin's ulmwnuinrr Rrang-
ahipment 8 malnly thraugh
Colnmba Port, wherdt Ching has
Adewelaped the southern terminal,
Adtani has mearly complesed the fine
hase of work on the Viehlnjam

'3
Mohandas z'tmulnrr Truns-shipment Port,

which can hundie Indian containers

in o big woy, Furthermore, the
Adari Group b deveboging 1he Colom bo Ter-
sl vty s drcsserme it of ahaout $700 mil-
Hoa, directly taking on Ching's Colombo
Internitiona | Container Terminal {C1CT).

In Ausstratia, whike Chinese interests hove
obtalned 989 years lewses lor e ports of
Neweustle and Darwin, the Adand Group has
secured the Abbod Palnt Coal Terminal in
North Quecnslind. A Clinesio company has
o port in Had (s Day in lsracl: now, the Adani
Cirotig has ki over the original Halfa Port.
Aduil has entered Africn through the Dar
eil-Salann) Porl in Taneanba. The groug has
plars For varkous offer oounteles inchidiog
Kemya, Vietmam, Bangladesh and Myanimar,
ot an by in parts but also Inmmnl\uhn
rencwible energy and pi

Ini moan of these projects, llwce afe can-
MNiets of interest between China and Indln

1ot e heisshyed] aside as
:umpelmm = there are goopolitical and
strategic (aciors as well. And the Adani
Gr faced protists in several places: |t
wouhl be nalve to beliove that these are well-

e [ reforrs, Tle question
eniaa e s the hlmlm'rupwm: MTh('
e of Modl s

ingza fovimal system it encouriges o regulor
of proemotions and exits conld makitin
ol enbange fnctionbig, while shickiing
uresucrats o undue political pressures.
The criterin for prometions must
i |rl\l'?|.llll‘ Innovatian, ltegrity, elli
clieney. i hdll!m!lnum: Initlintlves, with

li.'lh\mﬂrhnnlmrdﬁl l'rmrllh‘ll

Fewards for upskdlfing and sechio:

hmimlwrdim:p Tramwid el
Ietween officer, coflabarative

nhulhu Ehe Civil Services Examinstion cons
ducted by the Unlan Public Servoe Conum s
shon (UPSC). About 1'% quaifiod for the muoins,
ik s i aviiser
vy, This lercely competitive proces |
Iights the alkure of senlo bureameritic ioles,
murkid by significant power, prestige, and
ralbebed job secirity,

fowever, the system bs plagued by nelli-

cleicies, Indmnn;. i;w mnrnlum\-unl:ul

proarantioms bk un]mu&’!ﬂﬂ ll.'l.‘mlhﬂ
e e, This fosters
Ilddmulmllulunnwlhlylpﬂ
lormuers, with performance feft (o
Indtividuinl self-actianllsstion it

than systemsic [nducements, The
recraidbrmcrst dywborn has beod i culivie

abiliey prmet be dnchded. The cumont Annual
Perfarmaonoe Apprakial Report system, evin
with the 2007 n‘g;'ms lilew nhjective grading
wnd 360-degree feedback. still falls short in
mlu:.lmmm—mhmma

Fu protections naiy akso be needed 1o
mhluhmurmﬂs brest ool infcal nterfer-

ero in i, i avokd thie cres
dP“‘tunmlll:db

oriicy’, Moramver,
evidence indicates that higlrsidlled officers are
ATH s Doy 1 e wll by new govert-
[LTETER alling that competency |8 valuid
Lakstml Iyer wnd Anardl Mani),
Tl suijegests (il high-peerforimiiig
ol ore Mooy 10 be retivined wider
il ur’m oiit podlcy, Mexhandsms
sl sulses b entatslishiod for officen
wlho are norailly rensfermed for

where the sense of having “arived Chetan pu'lllIL-nI [ unﬁn Illu- enrrent

often diminishes the drive for per- s g el unsber the

sl or professional development. Aggarwal now amr SET nting should not
In comtraat, highly competitive hnm

Hiclsbar i Bodonn' i v oF el oy,

wivere individualy ped to diner secune promie

thons within @ certaln twefraime or et the

organisation, This ensires # dynamic and

younger worldoree, pashes employees 1o

fchlevie turgpets, e helps climinos stgnneion,
Actopiting an upor ot policy for the ldian

Intentoned actions
Muny also belfeve that the Hindenb
peport, whibch it the Adail Grop haid, II:ﬁ
Chinese spansors,

D port dwnership miater? Yes. Ineria-
Honid tracke tkes the siepping route foe B5%
of cange volune, While the pu:un.n'. run

Inber
813 OF CoLiirler-Interests do cceasingl
ly, Thiere could be oceasions when a drong

Indian presence in other countries can
mgirovee e relathons with te host countries
~whether this presence is for infrosrschire
Investment or mAuential individuals. The
gevernmenl's own resources dre miled:
now tht the Adani Group las shown the
way, other Indian corporates in Lhe infra-
straketune sector eould also enter the {ray and
erente mare Indinn footprints an the world
Inlrinstrocture mup.

K Mlodgumias is 4 Jormer anl sevvan,
ol reiived s secrelary, einity of s
The e et i ¢ ovvonia|

¥ o augment 15 efliclmcy by
TSR e Imlivictuinks slvarce 1w
hilgher ranbes. I will reward docrs by kg
promotions merkt-based and nudge boren
eris to sequire new kil New-age arcas
modjtt ety cven oo ol spechifised lasos g
ol bersellt from i infuskon of fresly, skillod
nabent 1. Ewiclionioe suglygents that the rospect of

This Iw s et bomjg sl i
he US miliry. Dﬂkm must meet certaln
enchmarks 1o quilily for promation, and
those who fill are often encournged to exit,
This bk sl ntarin mdynamie il competent
lenckership, In pecent vears, the milicary hes
iweaked this policy 10 resain talent, which
could e instruictive foe India. Resenthon of k-
et i bty 1 be i ssoo i Dndie, given the
cut-tliral compelithon (oget (ko e serviees,
Currently, ere e very Bew resignations les.
hans BOV) sl s e w‘rﬁmnuhniw
mmuy il iz i ly o e stxges bn the
eras’ caroer. The posst be incnanse n nl.lidan
b be mu.uuww Inieremlg i sk,

wpuies better | 06 AN
bursuncrats Schodar Antisda Nath's rescarch

. This can
d-:uw-uhdsm e lwmlmm which lh

Tan Boand that Undon govemment
Hoer better b yeind when they one up for pro-
mothon, partularly whene pesformance i
wereened, such us thelr [6th year of service
comnpared iodher years, Crenting regular, for

malisold noebased ineentives (pro-
o) i disl noe thves {exi) eotld elp
s vate b aicrats.

Anvodatal evidenoe sy thiat burenu
craits with temposary posttions often extib
better performmance i the hope of becomiing
permanent. This practice underpins the e

quasnt e o looking after changes lor key post-
ligs, althainagh 18 oo diimipeen mombe. Inssim-

Drr ihe BEC serbes, Yes Mhl‘lm',mhlhh Jiam
Haickes introduees o radicd projpeosal of phving
hrmmn anly ro rhn-w il m]-ih“ whe

w Secretary Himphrey
Amehy calls thisa vaus procedont. The
g i ot oty b also lbely o lm: lmiflar
oppasition, By introdedng it gradually or s
et of bl rofirmis, he goveriment cun
truly strengthim Imlh':ﬂmwd stoed frame.

Cherim Agrevl s ml-‘lkrn'hy.r-qaw it
fromm i

Sitonil. Tha vy evjinassd i poviotil

B N1 Mo, NONTRIT @ Pastal Bep e

Luwmsed 1o D
[ -

i af 1l fawrk |
mtlnl’ulllm-m [T

LAENCE e 0 mmv,_fm_‘lmlrlmnm St oy Rl 1 it
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Curbing auto emissions

Testing and prevention methods need an upgrade

—
¥ Rao
Sharll Qumar

eterlorating alr quality fsa
D major health concern for

most of the Indian cities,
and oneof the major reasons for

mandating Bharat Stag
(B5-V1) standards for tallpipe
emission and fuel efficle
standards, as well as the
Corporate Average Fuel Economy
{CAFE) regulations for passenger
vehicles, there bs novisi
improvement in abr quality

Apart from rising nuniber of
vehileles on the roads, the
|suu‘nu‘01’nid and inefficient
vehicles isa significant reason for
e :|r1 ali

There has been limited suceess
in phasing out old polluting
wehicles. As ownership changes
hands, vehicles move from cities
p peri-urban arcas and finally w
rural areas.

£

REAL-WORLD NUMBERS
Studies reveal that cmisslons
clisring actual driving conditions
excecd liboratory tested figures,
often by substantial margins, This
underscores a critical gaj

between regulatory standards and
environmental impact. In some
developed as well as developing
eountries, efforts are on to
achieve real-world emisgion
mismbers before rolling out
internal combuastion engine (10
vehicles,

For instance, the Us
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has a mandate o
randomly pick up
privately-owned vehicles and test
them at the Natlonal Vichicke and
Fuel Emizsions Laboratory in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, Every vear.
about 150 such vehicles from
across the country are tested

EMISSIONS, Lab teste do not
reflect ground realisy

Besides stringent fuel cconeamy
wnd emissbon norms, the actual
on-road performance of the
vehicles is dependent on the
driving behaviour, and road asd
tradfie conditions, The recent
draft proposal of Burcas of
Energy Efficiency for CAFE-LI
norms for M1
|I\a: s, passenger
s than 3.5
tonnes s the shiftbng to
BS-VI1 reglme, will be a game
¢ of i thie Butomotive sector,

“Rﬁlr;uucn ger cars and
heavy-duty velicles are regulated
for green-house gas emssions,
smallervehiches like
rwo-wheelers and
light/medium-duty vehicles,
which sccount for muchof new
ICEvehicle sales, also need
comparable regulatory control.

The Pollution Under Control
certification, predominantly
relianton idle mode vesting, fails
o capture embsslons during real
driving seenarios. This cutdated
approach undermines effortsto
mitigate vehicular pollution
effectively,

Efficiency improvements are
pivotalinthe battle against
trangport emissions. fy
promuoting technologyand
Incentivising cleaner [CE vehicle
designs, g vernments can foster a

and CAFE
CAtERory

ninvder the ageney’s survelll
programme. Any discrepancy
whtneseed during the check 1s
taken uprwith the respective
manufucturers and detailed
investigation ensues,

1 Enclia, the reguilatory
authorithes are making efforts o
shift from Mosdified Indian

shift to e sustainable
pransportation solutions.
Hoswever, bridging the gap
between emissions standards and
renl-world performance remalng 3
formidable challenge,
necessitating robust testing
micthodologees aligned with
actual driving mmi':nnm

Diriving
1o the New European Driving
Cyele designed in 19808, to the
Worldwide-Harmonised Light
Vehicle Test Procedure {WLTF)
while testing 1CE vehicles in the
lnboratories for compliance. The
v towards WETE, already
adopted under European Unlon
Raw, is a welcome and
commendable step: however it ks
almost impossible to replicate
real world driving cycles under

thehindulbt

Achicving me ission
reductions m'nundl collaborative
efforts from sutomotive

must prioritise innovation in
emisston control technologles,
while regulators must enforee
stringent compliance measures.

Ro iy Distingushbad F elow, and Camas i
Associate Durector, The Energy and Resouroes
Initue

nessline,
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Directors’ pay rises faster than staff’s

The pay of directors on board Corporate India i o
ey clown Che line i the past thice ye.
of the hinancial performance of 300 companies that are part of the

analys
SBP O 500 index

Haster than what is paid
i gmerged out of an

Rights for BCCl matches: Zee emerges highest bidder

The Board of Contred for Cricket i India i all set 1o

wiould be able to eperate their BCcou

sanctioned the scheme for amalgamation of GTE with OCR
it4 4% customers of OCE.

cher. The highest bid

Pt Ltd, which owna

ts, 1% 3 close second, it has offered to pay ¥1,140 crore,
Prasas Bhar,

2o eough up T204 crore

i
ustomerns of GTE

MD GYASUDDIN ANSAR|
RUDRA SENSARMA

Tve Finance Minister had the

unemviable task of

presenting o Budget which

wiould sustain the fiscal

discipline promised inthe
nterim Budget in February but at the
sanki time contain enough new
proposals for the rensaining elght
maonths of the financlal year, While the
debote over the revenue measures or tax
changes in the Budget rages on, it is
Important to take stock of the
expendinire proposals that have long
term implications for the economy.
Theory of economic growth tell
Iongmnprospu is achieved by
enhancing physical capital, labwur force,
Tsisimaan capital and availability of natural
resolrces. The Budget seems to have
followed this theory to the T.

The allocation of 3.4 per cent of GDP
vowards capital la]"l‘ﬂd.llllﬂ' inthis
Budget is the highest im 20 years, There
Is some shuffling of priorities though.
While schermes such as AMRUT and
Smart Citles have suffered budgpet cuts,
there i a hike In allocation for national
urban digital misslon and e-bus Sewa
scheme, The emphasis on roads,
highway allwiys continues with
inerease in capex for these key transport
infrastructures, Long term interest free
losamis have been promised 1o State
governments for investing
infrustructure. Infrastructure creation
Trosts the productivity of the econonay,
crowds in private investrments, thereby
ralskng GDP per capita in the medium to
long run,

The sustalned public investments
along with policics such as the
prodisction linked Incentives scheme are
finally yiclding results as seen in growth
of private capex by 9 per cent in Fy 24,
However, this has not trickled down to
create sl vt jobs and the Budget has
taken on this challenge head-on
Succeseful implementation of the
proposed employment linked incentives
will help, The policy of reimbursing
unlph:vyn:r; the wages of new workers and
their EPFO contributhons (up toa limit)
will reduce hiring costs and actasa
nudge tocreate jobs. India has one of the
lovwvest fermale labour force Tslmu‘uuhm
rates inthe developing world. The
announcements of creating working
wonmen hostels and eriches, :1|L-|::ur\ for
women-specific skilling and enhancing
market access for women enterprises
will o a long way in reducing the gender
gap an the labour foree.

The Micro, Small and Medium

think -bl.7

Budget will foster
long-term growth

RIGHT MIX. The thrust on capex, MSMES, and human capital through
education and skilling bodes well for the economy

Enterpriges (MSME] sector is the
blggrest jobgenerator in India,

contributing 62 per cent to employiment,

However, many MSMEs find it difficuly
tocope because of low acoessibility to
Funds, espectally during erlses,
ir loans get marked as
ssers {NPAs) which
further hll’!l’l‘rll redit access, The
MEME sector has recelved a massive
el i this Budger. A new credit
assesament model will enable puldic
sector hanks touse digital footpri nt: for
¥

schemse for manufacturing will rm'lih
additional credit support to M5
These propos !wslrmlpmm the
post-Covid momentum in the growth of
MSME credit and add Lakhs of jobs in the
CCONOATY,

GENEROUS HIKES

Human capital formation Is key 1o
productiviey and therefore education
and skilling are thrust areas in the
Bandget. Allocation o higher education is
up B per cent ihwm:r with tmphw! o

eredit scoring and, thereby, bend
smallest of firms,

The reduced turnover threshold of
buryers for mandatory on-boarding on
TReDS platform (From 8300 crore to
& 250 erore) will help more MSMEs 1o
unlock their working capital, The
enhanced credit limit for MUDRA loans
(from € 10 Lakh to t201akh), new SIDBI
branches, setting up of e-commerce
export hubs and a new credit guarantee

Infrastructure creation
boosts the productivity of
lhc cconomy, crowds

raising GDP per capita in
the medium to long run

e investments, thereby

digital education,
Alband innovation. | I'hc 1I1ru.-«tm|
National Education Poliey (NEP)
through generous hikes inallocation for
STARS (Strengthening
hing-Learning and ilckull-c Im
States) scheme to improve
quality and governance and P | CHHI
(Schools for Rising Inclin) scheme that
ipgrade 14,500 existing
schoals w create new standards in
school education, With the Covid
pandemic delivering a setback 1o
teaching and learning, it s critical to
transform higher education and school
education for shaplig the workforce of
the future,

An important contribution of the
NEPhas been to recognise that
education and skilling go hand in hand

and ire best not separated. However,
special efforts for skilling may still be
required for the youth entering the
workforee, The Budget has proposed to
upggrade 1,000 industrial training
institures through hub-and spoke model
and increase loans for skilling and
education, The government will fund a
new internship scheme for the youth,
helping them acquire viluable work
expericnoe, Coming 1o natural
resoarces, the Budget has several
proposals for energy security, These
Imelisde poultop sol ar plants, pimped
storage for electricity, nuclear reactors
sl adhvansced thermal plants,

The gains from these initiatives will
be seen in the coming years, But the
impertanee of laying the foundations
now for Viksit iarat 2047 cannot be
overemphasised. Time |s running out
before India loses the demographic
dividend in 2041 (when the working age
share of the population will peak ar 5%
per cent), Short term temprations to
turn popalist must be resisted with fiscal
dizcipline and o steadiast control over
long-term spending, The Budget needs
tobe commended Fw staying the course.

s i Aasitant Pvolescor of Epnamict, 1M
Kashipur, and Sermarma it Professar of Econome, W
Kahhnde, Views e periona

Agricultural R&D needsa reboot

Kushankur Dey (DARE] shéuld make a concerted effort
with CGLAR Institutbons, donor
# Hisdget 2024-25 almed to lay agencics, multilateral development
A the foundation of Viksit Bharat,  banks, and agribusiness corporations
l?crﬂ:ultun and allied sctivities o perform a comprehensive review of
tied among the fullowing ar h planning
Ihr nine pr:urllyarcm. and monitoring: impact assessment,

In this context, a few lssues need to
be addressed: What could be the thrust
areas of agricultural research? And
whint shoukd be the modalities of
review conducted ot various levels of a

and revenie from basic and strate

rescarch; decentrabisation relating to
I proved instivutional efficlency and
wccountability; prospective planning
and competitive funding for Improvin

FARM SECTOR. Meads tech support

foor by labs o lamed h, selentl

Fourth, the National Programme for
Organde Productbon has been in place
mwumul:em]unkazrlrultluclrﬂwgh
avoluntary certificathon or
participatory guarantec system,
However, comphance must be in place
o ensure traceability and transparency
of the organic agr supply chaln.

Certification and branding might
remaln a lopsided lssue until the All
India Coordinated Rescarch Projects

i i Aelal brials ansd

federal structure? the rebevance and efficiency of researc must develop their apﬂdr\rmmndun

For example, Indian Couneil of projects and outcomes; rcsurch mulll dised lrnrr research in
Agricultural Rcuu:l\(l(h\ﬂ.) operates [urlnrr!lﬂp"'ﬂ" g ring
at the Centre, ICAR finating units  and and efficiency, 'l'Imnmhwn: vﬂm::wmn
nndSlatrQl:lr.mellur\ﬂ effectiveness, and cquity of extension framework must be adopted in

atthe ks, such as the Agrl al agricultural research systems to

I.ntl.&um! Krishi Vigyan Kendras Technobogy \»hnlgc‘mrnl Agency, cvabuate the prospect of technol
(KVKs) at the district bevel, on-farm productivity, farmer income, transfor for commerclalisation, called

Citven the budget constralnts, the e sustainability. the "go tothe market” strategy.
review shoubd focus on competitive Third, farmers and land registry data
fundieg and chart priority research REVAMP RESEARCH SYSTEM cuirated by the Agri Stack project can
areas by revisiting a policy document Secand, there ks a necd to revamp the help scicntists revamp cco-regional
un ricultural RED policy in India - National Agricultural Reseanch System planning-enabled cropplng. So,

he funding, institutions, and impact (NARS) by designing a comprebensive planned funding to set wp a digital

(I'aJ 2017). pfrfurlmr!ueﬂﬂumh:ns‘-nnnnml I:whmlir.wﬂnhlcd ugﬁcull:urr

First, the Ministry ral‘Agrlmllun and  teniere !
Farmers Welfare and the De career pmﬂmnul’l{a\llndkﬂ( productivity and resilience in
off Agriculoural han o 3 these principles  agricultire,

validate resules vo differentise
Iretween organic and non-ornganic agri
odlibce.

Budgetary allocation to agriculture
and allied activithes for 2024-25 {3 10
per cent of the votal budget. The total
1D expenditure in fndia asa
percentage of GDT has been stagnant
wt0.6-0.7 per cent for the last two

e, I8 ks much bower than in the
US (28 per cent). China (2.1 per cent)
wnd Esrae] (4.2 per cent),
ricultural R&D needs facilities and
s, while digital goods, organic
ulture and FPO promotion can
only complement thiseffort.
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® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2504

EASY

ACROSS DOWN

1. Given i dispute (11) 2 Wil party (4)

B Reasoning, a row (8) 3. Minute-measuting devi
8. Head-infesting parasites (4 4. Silk voil

1601 Feteh with ane (5) 5, Young mg 4{5)

13, Bull explesion (4)
i The samee (L) (1)

17, Broad smile (1) 11, Metal clubs (5)
18 1& departed (4) 12. Benar (5)

20, Pece Ikt over (5) 14, Numbser of cattie (4)

24. Dull pain (4) 15, Misertly (4)

25, On the side breese 19, Thiow out (5]

Erlows () 21, Brittle potato partion (5)

26 Spontaieois
iator (1)

6, Nitrous oxide (B-3)
7. Principal actress (7.4}

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

1. What's inside it with nates of debt green to dupute (11)
B Ase not shorthy to hold what sticks with log

ce (5)

9. Ampng several iebedin one doestt want to hnd them

ahead (4)
10 Go and gt bride
13, The unfinished r

16 One to demur at loss of anclent city was the same in

Rome (1)
17, Look pleased to

20, An untidy bit of a ght (5)

25, Ta erank it b a dranwback ¢

26, He telis one what ancther says, in other words {11)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2503

ACROSS 1 fackleis 4, Acid 4 Dus 9. Frail 10, dem 11 Literal 12 Brine 13, Kattledrums

alty 2 token of engagement (5)
contents will have a dull sound () .5

thae last to begin with (4)
1815 stuck on somebody departed! (4)

24, it burts English hnalist o be In service be can t et (4)

thi side breese i blowng ()

DOWN

| reasoning (8)

5, Semal Bird theawing in the towed (5)

e i the fr
1. Presses the

iy showing up as a diferent fak

i Showang one § smuserment, droo|
1 b o the stag

b one clap

2, D Bess bite his heraed off ot such aowild party? (4)

Tt i o send the money back-up (5)

12, Gedege the Fourth and Queen Eltzabeth seen at present time (5)

15, Intend to be avetge-sting

14, Was informed, one hears, of a number of anemah (4)

19, Throw one right cut of Creta around 15t July (5)

17 Chall 18 Buteher 20, A8 21, Lisédd 22, Rap 23, Leds 24, Peruists
. Dariper 7. Elsborated 9. First of o V4, Epsulet 15, Serawd 16, Oranes 1B Barsi 19, Hires

21. Hang a warvy surface, it may be brittle

22, e 3 bad g and méve through the

]

23, Compel cne to manulactune something (4)
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Lifting the veil

Disclosure from sceregated FPH portfoltos inportant

he Adani-Hindenburg controversy led toa

focus on the gaps in foreign portfolio

Investor regulations which appeared to
allow some entities to conceal the identity of the
ultimate beneficiary, A recent consultation paper
released by the Seeurities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) is an attempt to tighten the disclosure
requirements in offshore derivative instruments
and investments through segregated portfolios, by
malking the provisions of the August 2023 circular
applicable to them. The eircular was applicable to
FPls in general.

The cireular says that granular details

regarding the natural person owning or
having economic interest or exercising
control over the P should be disclosed to
the depository participant (f more than half
of the FPI's assets arc concentrated ina
single group or its wtal Indian assets
exceeds 125,000 crore. Making the cireular
applicable on p-note holders, however,
appears pointless, P-notes are issued by
FPlsregistered with SEBI o foreign
investors in other jurisdictions, The
subseribers of p-notes are typleally hedge
funds and other global investors who trade
across markets. They prefer speed while
making their trades and prefer p-notes due
to the case, it offers. Asking these investors
to make onerous disclosures could lead to
the closure of this investment channel,
SERTaleeady hag strict guidelines regarding
the kind of investors who can purchase the
p-notes, methods of transfer of these
instruments and reporting requirements
and so on. These rules are sufficient in
ensuring that only serious investors use
this channel, While greater disclosure of
owners of segregated portfolios is needed,
the regulator need not worry about the
ultimate beneficiaries of p-notes,

P-notes are no longer a significant souree
of FPI funds, with share of these
instrumaents in total FPT assets declining
from 44 per cent in 2006-07to 1.9 per cent
now, With the total value of p-notes
outstanding at just ¥1,34, 633 crore, itis
highly unlikely that this route is being
misused by Indian promoters. The FPI
issuing the p-note has been tasked with
collection of information regarding all the
holdings of the p-note subseriber and
disclosing it tothe depository participant,
Itwill be difficult for the issuers to verify if
the disclosures made to them are complete
sinee these investors are likely to hold

DEERTI GEORGE
AMUBHUTIE SINGH

11 his seen

record breaking growth,

with over 13 billion

transactions recorded in

April 2004 alone, ts
popularity and ease of use have made ita
target for fraudulent activities, nits
Annual Press Conference, the Indian
L\rbmrlme!.’wd.lnnthntku!w I-ll!.
Ministry of Honse Affalrs) repo
rl_:ngwmtulﬂmnmlqhmﬂm

the National Cybererime Reparting
Pasrtal (NCRIY) o s hebpline nimilser,
1930, where they can file a complainr.
This then triggers an initial
Investigation by the Law Enforcement
Agencles (LEAs) of the respective
urisdiction. The underlying database of

J‘Mt 1II'Illhe(‘Il!unl’|muI('$her

{(.F{.Plt?l‘; mqu-un lr"‘

DiLw
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[rIE=t

MI‘;IMF-}!.(MMInmryeI‘Ehm
Affairs’ CyberSafe, NPCIs Beal Time
Fraud Risk Monitoring and Management
System, und the Crime and Criminal
Tracking Network and Systems
(CCTNS),

From publicly avallable Inlpuls.h In
d.ll'ﬂwllmmugeuhellm al

MULTI-GIMNNI!I..M?NIM 10 inte which the money had been
Avmltl-chianiel reporting mechanism directed, bank account details of the
fardlg)tnlﬁmnmll‘mud essentialfor — complainant, MO of the fraud, and
cfeﬂmmdlnumwnlmm[fmd ather o that o
viaUP hout 1o thelr plainant may have,
TI’APnrbnl:mﬂmhclrmnctml.M

redirecting thent to a different platform GRADED AGTIONS

gy cause drop-offs in the registration ‘With standardised fraud dota polms
process, from multiple databases contraliscd ata
“.?.MM N future gical syst ust
plutform for fiti |hdrtcmp1ndm 1n|~n|n!imnlm|l‘bcpnnl‘bl=

their bank, the UPLin-app redeess
platform, or the NCRI = such that the
womplaing details get shared witha
mmldn:d dnuhm Such 4

Insights that will now be cariched
fro ket herdutah
can uulclud;ﬂrc veracity of incoming

single point nl’n.-mry forall frnl.bd le[mﬂi.

ol acused, and the risk
nmchl:d withsuch acomplaint.

i (M) of th witheach other. eollestionand malpls.
Ilnﬂﬂlanddyn.‘lmlc Fruud data in sibos can result in Ml stakelolders, including banks,
‘Wheen oawe scamming MO bs thwarted, I'rugnmmdhmni,ylmrﬁurmlmm TPAPs, anvd custemers, would be able i
mhmmmlmmedlnﬂyh less effecti 1l his platf eport both
fraudsters become mone sophisticated, m\:nvrin;mmu?' riunity for wmmhndmmwmma.
effective regulatory coordination and robust fraud intelligence ks also ﬁudla!}mcunmiunthunli

data-sharing among system participants
ire gritical to safeguarding users at |c':lr

foregone.
Ianks, third-party aprpﬂmhn

hl;‘c\ll‘ﬂlt‘l}rﬂlptlllbll.‘ pr\nﬁ wa

The asskgned to cach
complaint can guide stakeholders
actionswith respect tosuch o cose In
real-time.

Abilgh riak seore associated with the

i bank Ing 1

trigger the freczing of such an
mnm?whﬂr amodernte Ak soore

mary dmply banks TPAPS must g such

e providers (TPAPs), and T e fraud ik g0 users whio may be transact
they individual pasnised e horiti 1Mlhew:andtl|enmm landseape. with this account, and a low score only
wyndicates, Bank of India all play eritical roles, but a requires that the aceount beactively

Scamsters not only exploit sockal cohesive strategy for fraud reporting STANDARDISED DATA monitored,

engineering tactics and users' nalveté of  and management bs harder to COLLECTION Such graded and risk-proportionate
certaln UP features to defraud users, Tmplement, ':T.-.IL { i tdarabases f mimwlllmul:mhumc i e of
bt also comy ¥ The iR infrastrusture provid y by d by the B LEAs,
PINS, KYC information, SIM cards, or solid foundation upon which certain dilfmntoh ctivesth hentity I an intelligence
bank lictonis U RLS h s can be impl 5, We Tulill, While RIS objectives engine richwith historical data on
or apps without directly interactingwith  disciiss theso bebow, inay b wory, NCRIP'S i frauds and the acthons that they
mwhl & linvestigative, P trigered. iod s

e awareness campalgns a ™ 2 However, toenable o, e can also. el
In-app securit mw"rm’;i“lnlp Fraud victims must be wl:nLu.cm wmph‘:r.andcmh update t mm whhhmlnwn};

protect users from scams before t
oceur, post-scam recourse channels for
the users, wx wiell as streambined

plaint registration, information
lhnnn;.mdmi‘mmlgullw methods, are
exqually critical,

v whken users by to contact thair
UPLapg over which the fraudulent
ransaction may have oceurred, or the
mkmmmmmm theyare

allowed to approach any
platform for Iglln;; their’
complaint — their bank,
the UPL in-app redress
platform, or rhu NCRP —
such that the complaint
details ger shared with a
centralised database

sharing, all stab update t jod expected
wuuidluwwjnlhrnmlmnmm fmmbunh.‘rml‘u,moblknmri
¥ every platforms, and
Jainit. wehich o LEAS,
theird: llectd and g real-time
follow aset of data- lmﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂlfﬂl collaboration and devel |I
this data that can then tech-system-driven intel mcrnnhdp
analytics, Indinbuild a resilient and secure digital
6 COMIMON data points ma [AYMENE ecosystem,

inelude the defrauded amount value,
Iank account or mobile number or UPE

Tt wetittry are Bevaaechens o Bvara Bevearch

SEBI’s proposal to reshape insider trading norms

The recent paper on ‘connected persons’ aims to bring in more transparency and fairness for investors

— m-“m format
ASKETS ACTORS countries, P Saravanan ':mm,, ,mm;"'mw ‘Ifﬂ_ unmhllmlmmmnf:
That said, application of the August 2023 A Paul Williams mwnnuluum J:up«nwm - Byreducinginformation asymmtr
circular on segregated portfolios is i pandingthe i Jonsthat ‘h‘ enl pob
i . ol - na (i} 1 new
'mf"n..m?u”h":s" ':“Ii“ I;T”":uh‘:ur;;d I Im!l.rrsmummnmmna::l ianngmnnmedpn‘muwbh ;abyim!\cidmdrwwnfﬂmrmm
"“q”"“““‘}""“ vhe ultimate benel protect investors, the Securitiesand  almed at capturing awider rangeof environment, The stricter rogulathons
ownercan be hard to determine under Exchange Boardof India (SERL) has petential canfbict-of interest scenarios, ind:nhnﬂd[rnnlliﬁ for
existing rules. The paper notes that as of Hal paper proposing SE prog s the discl terment
July 2024, 35 FPIs held investments hal of the eyl minﬂwtm-muﬂmmm
through s i 1 WImeWMM wnwtkmuhmwim;ommw MARKET REGULATOR, provdding greater protection o
gh segregated portfolios; of these, one The exkstingdefinition of connected dinchude detailed 0 Triendly proposals wuues nvestors,
FPLhad 86 sub funds. Promoters can hold preraeis s ben criticined for its brod rrurmuononlhcmlm ofthe  SEBI hasinvited public comments on
additional stake in their companies through m{mkww te I '} terms of the h all tothe paper,and the feedback
such structures or support their stock challenges in implementation, jon, and the rationale betine stricter i I'm‘nmrh ccived rf ucial ol i sh
rice, Additional disclosures h "“‘P“""""'““"“"“"“l Thepandodlisco ¥
PEECAHRINA SICORIIE I eTo Are WHO ARE CONNEGTED PERSONS crpy fisel i ] SEBI's consultation paper on
desirable and casier to implement. Atiscore, i w’pwmhﬂ'a iy A persons marksa sy
nnlndlvvhlualoumhythulma-lmof lmlll:iml‘l‘lll.ulnhllmhdmsher 1 wirld ! heningth
Indirect influence over the potent reate doubted li rqwlnloq)‘fnmrwurk!urrchwdpnﬂy
decision-muking process of alisted I ndhmwiwmlm hmnﬂmdmmhhﬂmmm mmmkm;mr mmiymmm
K 1 " VTIAWS urbinu hon o impact s il L Imiphenien ectivel
FROM THE VIEWSROOM, Lok b *:"‘ = mosokmcy “’mﬁ" m:hm"rm :: pennce i
I'hcwnwt Ition: L'u'mﬂ.'mi 'ITI.'IIW 3 L ¥, thie need fior plmnhll' contlictsofinterest, and foster a more
5 . f . h pe i v far ehin ’L“:q lona i cortaln e fulrnndfq..uahldmrtﬂwnuimmﬂn
Nemour’s moment of triump Morgs ivibiontipt Rekalg.  oh edconpanles e idieadtopotentlde tof
family members, busingss associ hapingtheland Jited party ddisrug \ p ks
— Nemour, a French Algerian dentities with shared financial ! Jinsider trading impacting the company"sagility and mnhlmmwuumlmcw
Malvika Sundaresan birth, decided to represent Algerla Interests, regubations, decision-making regwlationsto achleve thetrintended
i of France at the Olymples !-R!!Iprgouinmrunnml Listed companies would face Forinvestors, del objectives with itling
seaping the clistehes of this year, TSNS, d their mmimmd‘fmuﬂ?’ gromwth wnd insovation,
ignlmlnlulm. ylln She went on towin Algeria's fin 09 L with al with i necessitating «qulﬂa‘uww I
mwr:huwgd first gold in the Olympi Infly | ...wu‘. greater dilige d canthon, Th I % A
lui “.wlnary e land that meﬂﬁalmn."“" et lvoky i panies 1o extablish robust wors, Thi d Hrad of india st Serrena
ln:mmmlwthmlmlwmmd wronged her, enming even the ldert harcholding | s and comypli o Invmnrlmhﬂlcr Francul
her, admiration and support of the
Nemour had dominated French  French,
]umormpclillunulmﬂbiw Mwmr e ;u h
13, Mer promising carcer pook a rla i more than securin r ¥ .
ﬁ‘ummmhmm wm"y‘m“ i ® LETTERS TO EDITOR 5ot yovit letters by ernall 10 bleditorsithehindu.co.n or by post to'Le Kastur Buikdings, 159-060, Anna Saak, Chenna 600002
Gymnastics Federation (FFG) nod to Algeria’s history of
announced new training resistance and independence from Decling in ethics o castlier Certify processwould It efors bo Busget fals short in the

R ¥
sama basket cannod refllect the exact
statis of Pocd snllaticn. The fact that
oo has 446 per cent weghtage in

French colonieation.

Her journey is more than a tale
of o yourig gymnast defylrg the
oddds ivsa powerful story of

This refers to the artiche
“Malpractices In exams {August 14)
That Trequancy of cheating evenin
career-building competithg
EATINAtions demonsLrates &
worrkoene lallin behavioural ethicy
aned eharac ter of the youth

dorneutic £y’ if the

15 sariows Abaut green
rrmwmlhﬂqmuomlhﬁ
ik and sddress both supply and the inflaticn basket is telling,
demand side chalerges Tho kieaof remaving food fromtha
The Budget h e buta
swipply sl s by providing weparate index for maasuring food

sty dudy on & inflation i needed

Fangs Proding food 1o the wilnersble
Btﬂhqtnﬂrtdchlqyondtenm section at alordable prices 1 withl
aupport, battery i a0 devise s

protocols: aspiring Olympic
gymnasts were required o
welocutie b a certral tralnlng
facility in Paris and work with new
coaches, consolidating credis for mhlmll;ﬁm nﬂnndmm
thelr successes under a national natlonal Iy in the face of
banner, persistent colomial attitudes.
Nemour refused to leave her Having emerged victorions, AL anther lewed 0 ol bribes WnE et ation Iy, Bl e
hometown and her coaches, In Nemour's story demonstrates that by these eharged with the cont lowered (Auguat 14), it by PGS
retallation, the FIPG bareed ber true succers goed beyond winning 1o/ Fadely w that e codk of
from competition, d bed her dals — it's about linguy srengtl i el by
local training centre, and stripped  for onesclf and champloning o Arsusmaasred but grive ' f AN i thel IwapgHng et plan 1 hald food prices eonstant for
her coaches of thelr roles, greater cause in the process, contequence of the irstem i on i crop i a whopping 71 likh chunches of tradaryesporters by Bal Gowind ayear,
The FRG's attempt wo control By overcoming the FFGs: selection of theundeierdng forjabs  per crop, Jhmngmmmrmmm ki Whving market forges for price
and margknalize Nemaotr was ot wobstacles, Kaylla Nemour has hat affect crizens’ wisk-Deung such When every b e by produce’ 1o ay discovery can work for goods othes
merely about Sports — it was s cm:rnnd anasymbaol of resistance i g al, e g, o [ P R PO i Fabis than Fooal
[ le for power. arid resili bt h i 3 d  redlly rgnically aind p L A Reajmahan
ml.'gemlmd not ko be silenced, it

Ardctigs
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malpractices inchidayg the pas J pank f eroppinit

thet dhebmulting candidatet i a munt. Thasugh, ihe costs under
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compared 1o other peavate

Thia relers 1ot farws raport Corhcation agencies, but

cortihed

ol o
outiide dia, The Minkired

woes
Meanuring the fhuctustions n the
Ehwiis comt of food mateniads s vital tha

Paest pervans vy

VP61 o Bahad

BT

e T Wb L Pt L, Wiyt Vi, AT0. Chareal 800060, o fox bebection o e a1 PIRP ASEL

' F 3 g e A Ly



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, ALGUST 15,2024

3 T

IDEAS PAGE

WWWINDIANEXFRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Independence Day celebrations wday for millions of this countrys citizens

will be tempered by the harsh realities of life

modern Pakistan, foremost of

which are economic st agnation. political polarisation and resurgent militancy

and extremism,”*

= DAWN, PAKISTAN

Our freedom, our Constitution Caste is system,

As the tricolour was hoisted on August 15, 1947, Indians were already collectively owning the
Constitution-in-the-making, reimagining freedom as a transformation of their lives and rights

Rourr DE AND
ORrNIT SHANI

ABOUT 51X MONTHS after India gained
Independence, and shortly after the draft
Constitution was published in February
1948, the social activist and journalist P
Kodanda Ran, criticised its length. The draft
ran to 209 pages, 315 articles and eight
schedules, “The Indian Constitution,” he
suggested, "may be so short that it may
even be made the National Anthem and
even inscribed on the National Flag, Only
sucha document will grip the imagination
and evoke sentimental or emational re-
sponse, and not one with three hundred
clauses which no one will ever know," The
fimal Constitution of 1950 was, however,
even longer, with 395 articles, and 10
schedules, and it has continued o expand
since then. Nenetheless, the Indian
Constitution has become an anthem and a
ralbying point for its citizens,

This may look and feel new, but in fact,
the everyday refevance and invocation of
the Constitution has never waned inIndia
from the moment of its making. This could
not have been achieved by merely prom-
ulgating the Constitution in the mame of
the people, How, then, has the Constitution
become from the time of its making, a site
of struggle through which citizens assert
their rights and claim remedies?

Publics across India, we discovered
based on new archival materials, saw the
Constituticen-making as pregnant with
possibilities for changing their lives for the
better. Thousands of diverse groups, asso-
ciations and individuals from across the
length and breadth of the country devel-
oped a fever of constitutional expectations,
articulating demands of the future
Constitution, firing off missives to the
Constituent Assembly, putting forward a
range of constitutional ideas, wants and as-
pirations forwhat was to be, in their wortd,
“pur Constitution”.

Adivasi Gond stedents, o take one ex-
ample, convened a conference in Nagpur
threeweeks alter the Constituent Assembly
first met with the obsect of uniting “aborig-
Inal students”. They sent 16 demancs to the
Assemibly, which included free and compul-
sory ectucation, special schodarship, guaran-
tees of government employment 1o incen-
tivise education and representation in the
university governance. Thn publn: engage-
ment with the Consti

pressure. The Indian public, however, had
adifferent idea, They insisted on having a
say and in ml[[lp.lﬂ’u', The scale of their
ved the Cr
Assembly to open the Constitution-mak-
ing process to the pubfic, The drafr
Constitation of February 1948, which was
now circulated for public comments, be-
came a best seller with several reprings be-
ing sold even on railway stations, The pub-
lic made it their own by producing
unauthorised translations of the draft in
numerous Indian languages, including
Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu, and Hindustani.
Through this process, the Indian public was
working out the Constitution's potential
implications for their lives, They criticised
its limits, such as on civil liberties, and at-
tempted to change it. At the same time,

ated a churn of innovative rights claims,
Irevermeed by their daily lfe-experiences, the
Indlian public thought beyond

they already that the govern-
‘ment ahide by the draft Constinution.

The Deaf ﬂm:l Dumb Society of India, as.
mwmpﬁc tevthe G

ideas. for exam-

ple, disability, sexual violence, child rights
and the right to food.
The public-intense engagement with

that granting equal citizenship
for all had littde value to disabled peoaple un-
less discrimination built into existing laws
were removed, and the disabled were

the Constit g Wis

n education and gov-

and came &5 a surprise to the Constituent
Assembly. Indeed, just ahead of the begin-
nmg of the constitutio nal debates,

KM
that the Assembly proceedings should be
‘held behind closed doors toensure the ex-
perts wark efficiently, free from public

ermument jobs, The Constituent Assembly
Secretariat assured them that universal
adult franchise in the future Constitution
would protect their rghts. They responded
hlrnl.ﬂy vmm,glhalddu]r franchise would

WETE Con-
stitutional guarantees for education, em-

The Indian Constitution
has become an anthem and
a rallying point for its
citizens, This may look and
feel new, but in fact, the
c\rl.'ryd;a)' relevance and
invocation of the
Constitution has never
waned in India from the
moment of its making This
could not have been
achieved '|)y merely
promulgating the
Constitution in the name of
the |\t'u|)lu. Huow, then, has
the Constitution become
from the thme of its making,
a site of struggle through
whicl eitizens assert their
rights and claim remedies?

not classification

Debate on sub-classification of SCs ends up
making Dalits pay the price for the plight of the
more oppressed among them

MOGGALLAN BHARTI

FEW ISSLIES CAN be debated without nu-
ance, least of all matters of constitutional

ity Any policy

public sectoremployment, the underprivi-
leged, particularly Dalits, have seen signifi-
cant improverment in their access (o higher
Constitution of India. The constitutional re-
pubilic became a possibility because of the
social 1
ceded it, and laid down the rules for social
and political representation cssential for a
dumucmu: pullly.'ﬂlls politics of represen-
ith thelarger philesophy of

social justce has been the at the heart of
Dialit peskitics sver since,
FRah z

ing hard to build a

mar il
tice — including the Supreme Cnurl 's ver-
dict on sub classification within the
Scheduled Castesand Scheduled Tribes cat-
egOries vis-a-vis reservation benefits — is
welcome, This newspaper's editorial,
{'Deepening justice’, IE, Asgust 2}, does so.
Hewvever, in light of the apex court's jurg-
ment, sume potions st be clarified toun-

socially just country, inwhich they partici-
jpate as equals as envisaged by Ambedkar,
That a vast section could anly claim their
rights because of their empowerment
thmugh politics — and one of the most im-
poctant pm:nndlnun; uF:u:I\ a politics was
oy nbrace
the world of protest. change and emancipa-

: ol sacial

Justice™ — tobarnow a phrase from political

tl'u:rrln D Miller — fior SCs ane 5Ts.
faland

Effectvely then, social
mobility among the Scheduled Castes is di-
rectly proportional to their untethering from

the stij castr.-ucv:upatmn The sec-

economic goads, and a state itted to
social change, together constitute the con-
ditions which are indispensable for social
Juestice to become substantive, In hlmp]er
wortls, Dalits, Adivasis other

o that ACCEss 0 rser-
ation is chiefly because of their indifference

torthis politics of empowerment embedded
inAmbedkar's p}llumpty ofa socially, eco-

lised communities are at 2 histori-
cal disadvantage, which

DeAR EDITOR,

y jList sochery.
Secondly, and this is connected to the
first, the reason for the un-

continues to play out to der-representation of cer-

this day, despite India be- I DISAGREE tain sub-castes withinSCs

ing in its 75th year as a - is due to their general

constitutional republic, Acolumn in which backwardness arising

The state’s abysmal Gilure we invite readers to from o education and

In remewing caste stigma, income bevels, as profes-

CRSesumar Ending caste-based vio- tellus why, when sor Sukhadeo Thorat,

lence and the geneeal apa- they differ with among others, have ar-

thy of the people towards the editorial gued recently, The under

ployment, anti-discrimination and theirin- the marginalised all speak positions or news representation of these

clusion in the census, b thee Eailure of social jus- subcastes owes o trun-

Despite high bevels of illiteracy, poverty, tice measures to address coverge of cated capabilities among

scarcity and the uncertaimties wrought by the the matrix of socioeco- "The Indian Express” them — a direct result of

Partition, the Indian public was not a passive nomec e priviation that we the lack of politicisation -

recipient of the Constitution, nor were they e to the caste system, and not due to the dis-

absent in its making, The process of making The first — and necessary — step to crimi duled
weirimagination. adelress th socialin-  Castes, The i that the und

theC
They understood what they were getting.
And, most importantly, through collective
public struggles, Indians made themsebes
the real protagonists in the theatre of consti-
tutionalism For the Indian public, theredore,
the Constitution was not a sacred book or a
textbook, to be interpreted onty by “priests”

eepualities in India is to carmy out a compre-
hensive caste census acmss the coumtry,
This must ot be limited to disadvantaged
Eroups alone — it must be include all the
sections of society

This requires some elaboration,

There is no denying the fact that there

msnmd muru;i& e their :undl!m m

su:ha! groups are a standalone, singular
grouping, isolated from the larger scheme
of graded inequality inherent in the caste
systern, This diverts am:nnanfmm the in-
humanc andc

sion that it's Dalits who must bear the re-
sponsibility and culpability for those among
d\cm who have the least.In reality. llu:lrml-

— b thiy judges or legislators, mmmmumucs amang SCswho have a
Infians made themsekves ¢ T .nhnghm-edumnnand
fists ahead of the C into Fuulnmlu! P
foree in 1950, As the tricobour was holsted g that the milr.-rm:shalrul'"* lecl
on August 15, 1947, their Consti wis G il smﬂmﬂwlnwmwsc
already alive. Indians cotlectively owned S0, Caste data from

the Constitution-in-the-making, reimag-
ining freedom as a transfrmation of their
lives — social, econamic, and political. As
they have demonstrated during the time
af the constitution making and since, they
have mobilised in pursuit of this transfor-
miative visizn persistently,

D teaches ot Yol University, Shani teaches
at the University of Haife. Their
Jortheoming beok Assembling India’s
Constitution will be published in 2025
with Cambridge University Press, and
Perguin Rondom House India

A plan for the young

Skilling can drive India's growth. Budget shows the way

}.m\m ( HAUDILARY

IMDHA TODWY 1S at a pivotal point where,
alung with sustained economic growth, we
must also hamess our drmugraph!l: divi-

rightfully priortised the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entreprencurship] MSDE],
Flul‘IJng iratthe mﬁuldcn.ﬂlru; and em-

youth. Key initi lude a

dend. This my people with
skills that ensure economic resilience and
social inchusion, W must build a roadmap
where every member of the workforce has
the opportunity o develop useful oocupa-
tional and vocational skitls, upskil] to im-
pmv:' the qu.ﬂlty of their Empioymenr antd

arent nancing thedr

untﬂ]ly mnwadv the Prime

aresetout belowy,

The Skill India Mission today supports all
Nagship schemes of the government, such as
F‘M Kaushal Vikas ‘n:uam [PMEVY), PM

Minister's package that will skill 20 lakh
youth ower the next five years.

A substantial allocation has been made
for Industrial Traindng Imstitutes (1T1s) for the
next five years, Hundred [Tls are to be mod-
emised through a hub-and-spoke model,

e, Thisi i icudarty

mia, [ Yojana, Lakhpati
Diichi, Sotar Mission, G reen Hydrogen Mission
and Al for India, Since its inception in 2015,
the Mission has equipped millions of young
Indians with the skills needed o thrive ina
rapidly evolving job market. As Skill India
completes 10 years, it is imperative to
reimagine the Skill 2,0 landscape and adopt

relevant for rural India, wi quitahle ac-
% il adhny o

T ir has been anew
centrally scheme, d din

is not anly necessary for sconomic stability
bt also social integration.
The next twudrﬂdl.‘s,lmdmgmminmn

collaboration with statesand industry, toen-
sure that skilling outcomes meet high stan-
dards of quality and relevance — Rs 30,000

a compreh approach to future devel-
opments, PMEVY is focused on short-term
skill development training, It focuses on
the rural wouth and has trained over 1.49
crove candidates,

at 100 crore will come froam the Centre, Rs 20,000 A ip training d as
icantin the 5 g Inchia and Rs 10,000 of skill development and eco-
sin gestcontrib-  crore from industryc jons, including  nomic growth. Recognising its importance,

o to the ghobal workforee, We must, there-
fore, focus on making the country a global
Touth e i education

TSR funching, The capacity of five natiomal in-
snmms will be augmented with the aim of
abiming [T krain-

the Centre has revised the Apprentices Act
nk 1961 to provide a more conducive train-

ship, and high-guality skills.

arobust

re than 31 lakh young-

An exciting development in this respect
15 the launch, last year, of the Skill India
Digital Hub (SIDH} — a platform for all
skilling requirements. The portal has been
L'nwﬁagtdasan Intmmamu repository for

mﬂmhydmemsyﬁtﬂnasam

remain oblivious o caste —

the 2011 national Census — and there has
b ni vhi

some even deny its existenoe as an axis of
— when it comes to the some-

SCs and 5Ts, does provide a basic picture of
the internal socioeconomic differentiation
‘within these categories. There is a case lnr

times deplorabile behaviour of upper castes
while 3t the same timie beroming a consoci-
ation society with concems about extend-

doing more here, sothat ing ton benefits for neediest when

IEs i mmrhl'm.‘(ed' it
However, th for lamm sure there & a posshility of sub-rlas-
thcghnr\g:ncqu'lml.-suun}-usm:cmslng sification amaong the upper castes as well.
Isn't inthe y Adter all, they too are not a homagenous

nationof *better off" SCs agaknst “worse of
5Cs There are several other reasons. Letm
Just go into bwo of them,

ﬂm.mle IM privileged castes, due o
theirsoc are by
their presence in almost all the important
public institutions of higher education and

group of marauding oppressors — there
choes indeed exist an enlightened sub-set
within them that is anti-caste.

Thewriter teaches at the Schosl of
Development Studies, Dr B RAm bedkar
University Defhi (ALID}

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DEMANDING SAFETY

ODETO Pyassa

THIS REFERS T
{IE, August 14), Doctors’s strike acmss
Inelia highlights the risks that medical
personnel face in the line of duty. Many
states have put in place Ews that make
wiolence against healthe

TO the article, Wi
Dun et Plato'{IE, August 14), Guru Dutt
excelled at portraying sorrow and an-
muish on-sereen His films: are cult das-
‘sics. Pyoasa, mparn.u].u shiows that the

directorin hi dincine-

nomn-bailable offence. and prescribed
fines and jail terms for offenders.

miatic subwversions, Lng!ndary filmmalaer
Satyalit Ray also admured Dutt's piécede

illing However, not many convictions have  résistance for his remarkable sense of
and entreprensurship. taken place under tllm laws, The  rhythm and ﬂu!dl!yu!c.lmcra Sahir
l'hun.m:a]sup]am luma]mlndlaaﬂdn] Kolkata incident Ty il i Ludhiamyi hil-
skidts hub by our o safety for doctors and other  termess and disillusionment inta the
meet mwmadmlal dr.-mnnds_S(udl!lth in medical personnel, especially women.  songs. Dutt was fortumate o have him,
these | will G : anel S H Quadr, ikaner
poat through skill vouchers and skill loans, society mustwork towards a safer envi-
Wi will also integrate skilling with peneral ronment for those who save bves daily. oy ety
academic education, as per the recommen- heosdcan s, Kol QU(”A POLITICS
dations of the Mational Education Palicy. THIS REFERS TO the article, The post-
India plans tm wse its demographic divi- 3 v o s Mandal mement'{ [E, Asgust 14). The SC
dend to optimise its role in the global eco- TRUMP & MUSK CHAT \-unirtm silb-classification of SCs/STs
neamie growth story. In the coming months, THIS REFERS | 'Politiclan scope of substantive

major initiatives will be rolled out to put skill
development at tlu.- forefront of India's

& Tech Bro' {IE, August I4} Donald
Trump's conversation on X with owner

oy, Amubi-p o h Elon Musk was marred by techngcal er-
that gives every mrimgagt Indian an op- rors. It was the latest mishap for the
portunity to have higher g skillin- i i ey

exerciae 't j

g i o $amat

plac-
ing an account of revenue, expenditure and
plans for taxes — ideally, it should also be a
statement of intent and resobve. The Union
Budget 2024 is a clarion call for an enabling
policy framewark and ecosystem for the

yowuth, who could become catabysts

for a high economic pectory. It has

I | N |

pathway for

Another major change is the revision of
the Model Skill Loan Scheme up to R 7.5
lakh, with a guarantee from a government-
promoted fund, expected w benefit 25,000
students annually. This will help us lay
greater emphass on outcsmes under our ey

and llnlung them to higher education path-

tersive wiil not only separte
us From the restof the workd but will ensure
that we lead the drive to being the world's

focus areas, schemes, and b

siasm for his new rival, Kamala Harris.
Trumphasbeen trying dllfcrmt ways o

equahry in the defivery of justice, It has
paved the way for the empowerment
and representation of hitherto margin-
alised communities, However, the re-
sponses, particularly from Dalit leaders
wirtually negating the sub-classification
donot align with the spiri of equity, The
abiter dict on creany layer exclusion

wiays is crucial, To make apprenticeships  leading economy by 2047, hreak throughatac can'tbea fig leal for polinic bl
morrdtlrartwt the government shares hhscampmtwnthmh m:u:l:'al cate the reality of power asymmetry
stipendc the The writer fs Linion Mindster of Stare least 20 alsi ithi inali it
Matinnal tic ion Scheme Chamrge ), Mindstry of Skill 55 Panl, Madio LR M, Mew Delhf
{MAPS)ant Developn i

which  pedite stipend reimt e of Indin. Vev i

epaperindianexpressicom I N
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECALUSE THE TRUTH

INYOLVES US ALL

GUILTY IN BENGAL

High Court transferring doctor's rape-murder case to CBI indicts
Bengal police — and points to larger guilt in TMC-ruled state

HIEF MINISTER OF West Bengal Mamat.i mnn;ln: the leacler of the party
that it sactal ard poli warms her police force
that she will hand over a high-profile case of the rape and murder of a doc-
tar; that has sent shock waves across the country, to the Central Buneau of
In'.rn Imtlnn[(ﬂl) the Kolkaea Podice, l!lclmnlk‘atlnl\.li.lﬁ nnlnpln:lu-mi: Her nephew
oo, Intir apparent, resorts to the br and hang-
Ing' ol the guilty, The Calcutta High Court, clting a plethora of failures on the part of the
pulu and adsvinkstration, does, inlact, hand the case uvcrmrhrcm In \Mcu Bengal, the
stiate has al: iy faibied the 31 -year-old doctorwho was gr Itk at Koldkata's
R G Kaar Hospatal. The whataboutery that followed the opacity in lhcmml handling of the
case, and Magrant mlwn:pum:n the .nppmnuncm of the wm ;prin:lp:ll s.mdlp
Ghosh, toa plum position s anot her Kolk y he
part of alarger malaise. Banerjee and the Tri i ,and
palitically successful, the TMC government has been lauded for its women-centric
schermes and for fiebding a high number of women candidates in the electoral arena,
miany of whom are now MPs, But that cannot paper over the disquieting fraying of insti-
tutions in West Bengal that Is now on show.
mpcr.:ch the c.ﬂcum ngh Court sabd, for it to "exencise its jurisdic-
i thie pubilie mind would be shattered. The public con-
fidence’ seems fragile in Bengal for a reason. Look at the sequence of events in this case.
For hours after the young doctor'’s body was found, the family was not informed. A case
ol unnatural death’ was registered, unusual when a murder has taken place in a major
hospital in one of india's edties Wy didn't the head of th o any
of the doctors file laind? Wiy, as the Court f ouit, had there been na
progress in the case after five days? It s no surprise, then, that the victim's family ap-
proached the Court, having lost faith in the police of the state,

The erfeme in Kobkata has once again sparked langer comversations about gender in-
equality, violenee against women and the absence of sale public spaces for them. Bul be-
Toee and beyond that discussion, s the |ssue of law and order and of a shadenwy political ar-
chitecture that ks nurtured by the muling party even as it undermines the authority of its
government. As i report b this nesspaper shows, the wife of the acoused had bwice cam-
pladned that be had sssaubted her — and nothing happened. Indeed, when he was arcested,
hewis at the police barracks, Over the better part of 15 years, the Syndicate’ = an alleged
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T e s OO

WOoRrDLY WISE

GRAMMARIANS DIS
18 STILL UNI

PUTE, AND THE QUESTION
JECIDED, — Homacy

Freedom to be and become

The courage to value indepencence and strive for it
begins at home, letting a child ask: Why?

SHANTA GOKHALE

TWAS EXACTLY sixwehen India becamea free
coiintry. What aday that was. Memaory being
what it 15, | only remember the mad eolta-
tnon all around and three close-lnit farmilies
from the neighbourhood piling o a lange
wvan b go see the lights in south Bombay,
Victoria Terminus all lit up. The Municipal
Corparation too. The Old Lady of Bor
Bunder? I'm not sune, What | do remermber
b thousandls of people milling around, grin-
ndng without reason,

Winning independence fior the country
wias not winning freedom for citieens, That
happened onky thiee years later, | was nine
when the Constitution of India came into
force and we were granted the rights to
equality. treedom of religion, cultural prac-
e, education and, most importantly, to
reedom of speech and ex pression, This ks the
Freedom | fight For as a journalist and writer,
This bs the freedkom at whose altar Salman
Baurshdie lost precious years of his lile being.
‘protected” and, decades Later, his right eye.

For me, the pain of a writer deprived of
thee freedom to write (s encapsulated in an
trmagge from Tagore's story Khata', Inthis sim-
phy-torld tale, litthe Urna's most precious pos-
weessiom is her khate, her noteboolk, in which
shie scribbles her unformed observations,
Married off at ndne, she carries the notebook
with her, Without the automatic right to
seriblbile in it in her hushand's home, she
writes behind chosed doors. Uma ks discov-
ered, Her three envious sisters-in-law alert
heer ushand. He, educated and supposedly
liberal, snatches the notebook away from her,
rewier b et it Urma lies on the foor sob-
It hier heart out. The autoeratie hushand
Tooks on, The sisters-in-law gigge,

As a pre-teen | had a notebook inwhich
Fwrote stull, My mother preserved it for

nexus between local yrbel, palice, politicians, 1t rumtlmmmumn yerars till | junked it There were women sven
_,,i, i J acrriss Benygal, taking a high toll onthe health lhnmwmundnmrlldunymw;o-
V- pies
I Forloag, the viok ] marredmucholthestile o o itersoln-L whe sote sl discipl

¥
was less vmblr in Kollcata, But when offickals, local keaders and even government ap-
pointers wield unacoountable clout, there are ne spaces that are immune, That is why
when the C and b e a little hollow:

1
neghew e

WELCOME STEP BACK

Government must listen to stakeholders, heed their concerns,
before it goes rumard w'nh draft broadcast bill

N NOVEMBER LAST year, the ind Broiadh laced
the draft Broadeasting Services {lﬂ;ulallm] Billin IM public domain for com-
ments. Last manth, a new version of the Bill was repartedly shared with a few
stmmlﬁmsnualpml:lunshm been met with k-pHm.nmnhdm Comcerns
the government's appanent 5 groater swity over
andcurb views that it may de b nim.uidlt. i WO
speech ard Such fi lined whena Hictal,
dcturdmm.lr:'pm mlhﬁpapcr:llnﬁlc rale a mimberal Irrancndent:unrmL:rmm
i vt 2024 b 11" in videos ‘whi
Teaders', as a key r the bifl,
af therchrafit Bill wiarrant mione ¢ ik Ithas
mu;lnnurxp.md Imwpc!'rnmo'rrmnhunmndmdmmmﬂ meelia accauints and

hiet

online:
Hnnd

clalms almulm

aniife i It ' dw:aln L 'u.rr‘mlm:luﬂr
if 1 affairsenrer, ik
dirwclud I .uuu.umlminlnuqrmmxplaﬁnmlm
! it .mdiu:]p illy roerves anel wiows, The Billcouled in-
cluide croatoirs wh ! K 1l — thils, aakigl | it the
weall aof endoreement, Th L 1 i i oA ol H':Ilwuc‘k
st fi ~qnl
byﬂmmrnmllmwuuldbulluwrd wmnsummpdngpummhwﬂmmuldlmi
togreater interventions and curhs, dew ol content
and b the generation of revenue stresms, don't sql.\.'m.‘ with thrgmrmmml ‘sown attempts
tolxnster the start T,

Adter a pushback from several quarters, the guucmmmt hu done well In withelraw
the draft Bill. The ministey has said that it 'is holding a series of consultations with the
stakeholders, and has allowed therm il October 15 to place their comiments. it has said
that a fresh draft will be published after detailed lestioins, This is the right step. Such
tar reaching regulations, besides being widesinable, will alsoe be difficult o mplement, The
gewernment must listen toall stakeholders Before i goes forward wath this bill,

APOSTROPHE APOCALYPSE

Harris'vs Harris's, Walz' vs Walz's — there are
no clear winners in this grammar war

RCHBLE 15 BREWING in the US ahead of the presidential elections and it has
ok lithe tes ches with iedoebogy or pulnlrs The rmslms:mm :Ium rn:l

Fear is the arch enemy of
frecdom. Machiavelli angues
that a ruler who puts fear
into his people is beeter able
than the one who preaches
lowe, to suppress dissent and
rebellion and thesehy
preserve law and order. Such
aruler is pathologically
bl to deal with the
variety that is the human
bedng, He orders uniformity
in thought and belief, If left
unopposed, he might also go
on toalietate the words that
Writers may or may not use
in their stories, the subjects
that artists may of may not
chogse for their work, He
does not know that the artist

works within a strict
s of his own making.

mlnqzs ¢, Awriter necds absolute freedarm o

Forr freedom is discipline.

werite. Which means she needs absolute free-
dom o think, Which means she needs ab-
stalute freedom o be who she s, o rather to

, her B
I b weary o becorming that,

Lt uas baringg Sartre into this for a moment.
He said your birth gives you existence.
Therealter, it i your responsibility to create
your essence, the you-ness of you, There are
those, however, whise minds are so shack-
leel by other people’s expectations that, even
wehen they are offered freedom on a silver
sabver, they do not | h apetotakeit

weriter is dead.” Wiiters are not eut to hurt
anybody deliberately. Indeed, when they
are at work, they are hardly conscious of
places and people beyond those taking
shape on their computer scroens.

The ultimate test of a writer's belicl in

I
her characters to be themselves. She might
begrin with a notion of whe they are; but if
shie insists that they must be just that and no
miore, she has on hand stil maronettes in-
snml af human brmg However, if she gives
Fie anedd grow, shie creates

The heroof Sartre's play Mo Exir, carinot walk
out of hell even when the door s thrown
wide open, because his mind is unfree,
The courage to value freedom and strive
for it begins at home and at school. Why' is
i sound | questian for achild toask. [ the an-

fesh-and-bload human bdn witth a will,
a language and responses of lﬁ:l: wnn, The
weriter of fiction is assiduous in trying to seck
out the complicated truths of human action
and interaction. Literature s the best way ol
rrl:lng \u:h nu.m:rd lruths Mauwcrarlr

swier, whether i be-
cause | say so', the child is likely to grow up
valulng uhc:il:-n:r over freedom and be-
conne the kind of citizen an authoritarian
state loves.

Fear is the arch enemy of freedom.
Machiavedli angues that a ruler who puts fear
irito hiis people s better able than the one
wehio preaches love, to supgpress dissent aned
rebelldon and therelry preserve law and or-
tler. Such a ruler is pat ally unable e
dleal with the vanety that is the hurman being.
He orders unifermity in thought and beliel.
[Fleft uinepypsosed, he might also goon tdic-
tate thee words that writers may or may not
use in their stomies, the subjects that artists
may o may not choase for thelr work. He
does ot ke that the artist worles withina
strict ellseipline of his own making. For free-
dom s discipline.

W have always had censorship, both
official ane of the street, Today, soclal media
hias taken over from the street, Hurt sensi-
bilities ane the egg shells that writers st
:nnaaml; watll o, Perurmal Murugan dis-
covered this to his horror, ultimately bead-
iy to his declaration Perumal Murugan the

state, b
enved by writers for this reason,

The jourmalist too cherishes the freedom
1o seek and rmuri the lnlm Hn :ruth u: a
freticul
documented. An autacratic state, fearing
truth, imprisons it journalists, The
Commmittee to Protect Journalists reported
that 120 journabiss were behind bars weorld-
wide as on December 1, 2023,

Froedom s nota set of abstruse abstrac-
taons. Freedom is what we want on the
rond. Freedom to practise our professions.
Freedom toagreeifwe agree; disagree if we
disagree, Mow ideas are good for the workd, |
reatise that demands for freedom bo dress in
vy that makes us combortalale, toeat what
pheases our pakates, to believe in the gods of
ourchalce (or not believe) corme from a place
of privilege. If] belonged tothe rem aining 80
peercent of thiscountry's populstion, |l would
havee no time b think and talk about free-
dom, Dwould be too deeply ermbroiled in the
stiugghe to lve with dignity — clothed, fed
and sheltered,

Gakhale & o writer transiator and critic

A NATION OF ASPIRANTS

[t needs the teacher, the parent, the policymaker to stitch safety nets

) W
NANDITESH NILAY

THIS INDEPENDENCE DAY, as we unfurl the
flag and sing the national anthem, lets
spare a thought for The Aspirant. Of course,
ali 14 hillion of us, in this our 77th year. as-
pire towards the 'better, whatever that
miay be, but The Aspirant is the young man
or warman working hard, awiy from public
phare, o find a tiny cdhoor n the massive, im-
pregaable wall known as the system:
Trying to crack an entrance exam, a jobin-
terview, find a bed in a hospital o a seat in
the sleeper coach = not Vande Bharat - or
afoothold on the ladder that leads to somwe-
place higher.

The kast few wocks have shoem them,
and s, that even 77 years into freedom,
wehat a challenge it Is. More than 26 lakh
NEET examinees spend endless days and
nights waiting for the systern to decide if
they have to talee a retest or not, all because
of a few corrupt citizens. Three university
graduates, all bright and talented, find
themselves under raimwater which col-
luickes with the system to snufl out their
lives, All they had hoped for was to become
a eivil servant and help other aspirants re-
alise their potential ina village, a district,
A woman doctor returning after her night
shiftis raped and killed. We are now fight-
g a wear over her soul on Instagram, call-
Ing each ather names, r r than con-
Fromting the reality that stares at us: India
has imiproved ina million ways since that
tryst-al-destiny midnight but ina millon
new ways, s still a work in progress.

Inany soclety, politics, governance and

This Independence Day, let's
remnermber that the key
aspiration is hope and
because of the numbers, more
will fail than succeed, Solets
pleclge to ensure that hope
can become disappointment
bt it should never nur into
despair That is why each
sunieiide pote from Kita isa
call for national action amnd
yet it cemeinues to be treated
ant unfortunate posteard
from this city of dreams.
Talented artises convert that
tratn into successful TV
shows and our world goes on,

bl

|
are nevitably
of human relationships. How we engage
witheach other, anc how we transact with
eachother ks how relationships play out in
our democratic institutions as well — we
often forget that our MPs and MLAs are
APs el MLAs because of our vote and our
vote |5 shaped by how we conduct our-
selves outside the palling booth, In our
schoods, homes, and workplaces. dowe cut
cenners, do we take the cheap shot, do we
put down a rival? Do we push an applica-
tion of a friend’s child rather than ane un-
known and less entitled? Morality and
ethics are not principles, they are hidden
i the st of itemy in our daily to-do list.

That rainy day, the students in Rau's
baserment Bbrary would have been studying
pelitics, seience, history, geography, disas-
ter management, literature, sociology,
India’s Five-Year plans and the country's
space programime, knowing that they were
i a guiket place where they could concen-
erate. What thiey could not read was us, their
fiellow Inclians: The cvwners of that building,
the contractor and the municipal corpora-
tion officer as well as their teachers who,
every day, bold them about dreams but were
disconnected from their reality and, of
conrse, the local MP, the local MLA, the lo-
cal thane 1ewas thelr job, it was our job, to
ensure that no one is killed reading ina ii-
brrary. But we have all got away and this
Independence Day, we shall forgst,

This Independence Day, let's remem-
ber that the key to aspiration is hope and

beciuse of the mimbers, more will fail than
sticeeed, 5olet's pledge toensure that hope
miay hecome disappointrment, but it should
mever turm ineo despair. That is why each
suicide note from Kota is a call for national
action and yet, it continues to be treated
like an unfortunate posteard from this city
of dreams, Talented artists convert that
trauma into successful TV shews and our
wiorkd goes on

A a first step, can we start thinking of
weays other than exams where the odds are
as skewed as in a lottery? In a deeply un-
equal society, how do we design a !!éueIA
playing feld? As parents, how can we stop
thinking of our children only in terms of
their national examination rank? We need
to change. At the heart of this change, les
the fact that a nation of The Aspivant needs
a nation of The Teacher and The Parent,
who stitch the safety net for all our
children, Protection, care and nurture be-
come the key imperatives of policy, The
three who died in that Delhi basement
working hard chasing their dreams were
our children, the doctor who was mur-
dered in Kolkata this week was our daugh-
ter. Can this be our pledge this August 157
Canwe say, toour children and others chil-
dren: Happy Independence Day, you can
depend on us,

The writer is the author of Being Good,
Aalye, lnsaan Banen aid Ethikos

He teachies and trains courses on etlics,
wviarbties ennd behiviour

of the warring field are :hr: evangelists and the
arehists, broad] s sub-spe f th mmm:ralm.
Aconsensus on the proper use of the possessive when [teomes i Democratic candidates
Kamala Harris and her vice presidential nominee, Minnesota governaor Tim Walz The
snag: The gquirkes of the English language, with s rich debts to Germanic and French rats,
ke it difficult to draw a defining lne, In other words, where should the apostrophe
Tre? Should It be Harrh ar Harris's? Or, Wal:"ur\v\'alz‘s?
Thee iF the st midia
clear di fair the use of th Far singular common noans ending i the al-
phabiet ', adel ancther e .ﬂmhc.:pu:lwh{hxarrrplc dress's), But when it cormes to

ylesheet, has

proper nouns ending in 5", just an apos plie: Roger Waters'), 5o
“Hartis’ rarrrpalgn el o juest Fine, Conly, L it b {ilfer An. hamg-
gt dis et of its very claiim, Hone the’s!

wihy not jusit add it to the word = ‘Harrds’s campakgn'.

Given how the evolution of the Engkish language has come to break free of the Pareto
principhe — the law of the vital few holding disproportienate determinkng power — it
miakes serse to call for a time-out on this, The written wond has ahways been guided by
the spoken and if both icate their import, both ought o hold
wniod, Harris's campsalgn seerms o lltlnl: as rmuich, Aceording to media reports, her press
tedeases have gene with both 'Harris” and 'Harris's" That's one up for democracy,

Auagusr 15,1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

I'DP N CRISIS
THE TELLIGL
Fradcslmlmwr.lm.urﬂuum*lmmthmur
ministers, including Finance Minister N
Bhaskara Rao resigning from the N'T Rama
HRan cabinet, The other minksters are: Health
Minister S Ramamuni Redcly, Transport
Minist il E

T Jeevan Reddy. Jeevan Reddy said; “We are
oot satisfied with the dictatoreal type of fune-
tianing of the Chicl Minister”

Ancih:

PRESIDENT ON [-Day

THE PRESIDENT, ZAIL Singh, warned the na-
tionthat some misguided peopleand dismup-
tive forces, which precipitated 1 he tragic

hanm inother m:k of the country. It is our

sacred duty to check these disruptive forces,!
smgh salel in hibs address bo the nation an the
eve of the Independence Day. The supreme
task before the country was to eradicate
poverty, hunger, ignorance and discase,
Violent agitations ancl extremist activities onby
put the chock back on this endeavour, he said.

LANKA TAMIL QUESTION

THE ESCALATION OF violence and killing of
Tamids in S Lanka was onoe agabn raised by
irate opposition mermbers during e lour

in hoth Huusrsdhdl.nm-n: Mmy opposi-
ok Sabha,

ment’ aevthe lssue. Subrarmaniam Swamy sid
thiat “genocide in a big wiay" was taking place
i S Lanka

PAID SEATS IN MEDICINE

DEGREES RECEIVED BY medical students
from ‘capitation colleges, which are being en-
enuraged by certain state governments, would
ik be recagnised by the Medical Council of
Irachiaat army cost, The purchase of seats in these
culleges by students belonging to affluent
families was against the ‘ethical principles of
sctenee of medicine according to B N Sinha,
president of the Medical Council of Indla,

nited that the standard of medical

imnlhrwltcxpmdthclrmmhm

education i the country had beendeteriorat-
ing because of the apathetic attinude of the

events in Punjab, were now listur-

apaper, lndlaneupram - -
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Lest we forget: Let usstart from
the beginning of India’s journey

The strategic vision of Indias freedom leaders laid a splendid foundation for suecess but are we proving worthy suceessors?

DEVIMNA N

& chasrperson, managing directos pnd founder
ol Frst Globa, sn indkan wnd global asset
managerrent company, and author of the:

T thecwmiig besoh Wyt mnd Mantiad. Tha
Liitirviante iwestrrannt Guiclr Hist 3 handle s
Aidevnamehes

s celebrate Independence Day
Bet’s ook hack at the distance we
have traversed (n 77 years.
ks woass Jowilin I 1047
Life expectancy was A2 vears,
Literacy was 18%. Gross domesibe
produet (GDE% growth had been sub-0.5% per

¥ hisel negliggibibe
oie Bty T wonis st building
Beitain, nl In Dslia. Assel we had

|1m ety
Wewene far be
Dt even mast of Asia Most Asian couniries, even

dined mot just Europe and Americs,

exeluding Japan, hod life expectancies of close io 50
yeuurs g rermcy rates several times ours,

Wi have cornee & very bang way sinee and mist
always remesnber sl those whio fosght for our free
twiong ap years o thelr Hle or even e el

Tl o prat o frasmework in place: wiv had

e yisdo ey andd slilliry tes ke o rosd no

ither ot -cobosudal nathon Lok Just ne
W ddo not apgarociate onough that the path we

took was not the only ane possibli,

10 wesas oot nsvitakede v oy

T 1047, st oo com wonidcl hurvae bt oes oar
surviving s s wnbted nution for 75-plus years.
with a functioning democracy, Cur Constitution,
which has kssted soJang, isiisedfan outlier in
the history o(hnudn\-d:m(mmlluul.q.\m theworkd
has seen.

16 ok presmsendous amennt of thinking sed
passio, and ultimately, s all of us in business
Tencrw, esecution, Cur leadens back then must

wrved e el
In Inadia, th

O L ¢

civilian rule,

Now it ks upon us.
Lt us not fake
P OO L0 1N
techimlky
The laii

B amar

Fropaat, wiani il this was secidental. Consiilor
srnpila; Bth Brschia ueset Pubdetan had
armmies whibch had the s orgin, so wiy i that
Pakistan I:.ulmllllxn oisiipm ard military dictilon,

v Witk a steg-bry-step multi-year
sire Lhat the military ressins wider

Thase whio founded the coumtry did el bin

what we have for granted. Two
vl For Focuse Job creation and
ke oo,

Wb v Wt sbove snd

i, fowag

chalry prodducts
Tlhat rosaabod in Dodia becodndng the winkd's lirgest
ik prosduces
winhd, including ne
Inatustry was killed by cheap inports.

‘\ntilnnm sbocki-marked mlmmmlh lhu-n\am

Wl fivuarelings Bt of Wsie dabry cocywn IW\|||||\|

et v pnall by sl
ey arvien an fooed il

sy puarts ol Hhi deveelegling
bwaring Sri Lanka, the dairy

Do, That,

meant that subskdiaries of many MNCs got Iu.nI in
Tnclin, creatbng rremendons wealth in the country
el this gave o husge MR o the investmen

[T

s B s st rany
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Candidate Walz's investments
make him an outlierin the US

The lack of stocks in his declared portfolio is an oddity in America

ALLISON SCHRAGER
tsa Bioomberg Opinion columest covering
ecanomics.

he big divide in America is not so
mnch bistween Hopublicans and
Demovrits as between people who
brvvesa il people whio don't. Foraman ol
babs maanis who Is runnkeg for Amesica's
secund-highest oMee, Tim Wale s on the
wrnng sid IED, 58% of Americans
owned stock, either directly or indirecty
threargh mutun] funds, Based on his 2009
Financial disclosures and his 2022 oo fil-
Ings. the Democratic viee-presideniisl

mariines: (o0t o of thens, His files offer
na evilence of iy et ownembip-no
wocks, o bonds, no mvtual Peids, nol

avernt b Bvoonine (e soldd [ after b bocame
wovermor of Minnesotid - exoepd for s amall
collige mavings plan whoss investment
allescatiosn I unkninwn

This might Iml-m'l his regular-guy
image, Bait more Americans than ever are
W b the mard that 55% bs up from
A% in 9RS—nndd ot being in the market
s boyger 0 commyon virte, or sy virue
sl Trovesting in the stoe b market should
e m'lnu.ll part of any IuLuxHI et ki

W

I .|||||lk Full|r'
et i of Anancial Norscy
wmpecially iFyou have money o
Nudthar thi US vieo-presldent nos e
it inoeds o e Warren Budfett. Infact. it
st b Bt I sl et by o bl
widual stocks hecause of the comflicts of
Imstesreest Ehat may orise, But someone who
Just sticks with nden foncs s abso an fves-
i

Kamala Harrls's tunning mate Tim Wals
awns aurprisingly few sssets wr

alnee Minmesots public pensions are
Invested in stocks (nd 3 coriously high
amount in private eguiny, be has some
stock exposure, Bt it s not meaningful,
because the stado of Minsesots guaraniees
& pensdon for life. Fis net worth does not
vy with thee soc e
Dagas the fow thosand dollsrs in
plinn, Mo b tuadly ok woslih
Towehimann paper, b a1t BRO0, 00
vl Mo
ks would be anothes good reason,
Imm 1 finuncial perspective. to invest in
norket—he has & very large income
ﬂmH thut i government-gusesnteed. He
abso claims to hove 2 Bfe insursnee policy s
an asset, which suggests more downside
protection and & willingness 1o pay high
ivubd sk,
o s ent e o dhetr own brvest
snevs. Perhaps Walks is just
i, O mybee, ik o dot of
Arericiig, not i fsanwcially lerate a
T e o e, oo W vsalln the beenn
ofitn o investing in the stock smarket: diver:
sifbemtion aod the opportundty to bemelit
Tromm the growth of the US economy,
Ll wary, it rises Uhe queestion: Is this

evicn wants from its leadess? They

r—1! s impusreant quali-
testhel .'as.lumhl:-x[m.lmnmbkuk s

Themadn resson for Wisle's oded porriolio
b bt B b Bess wealthy than the aversge
podithelan, His Famdly's net worth bs essi
mtiod] Bbwareen SEE, D00 g SX30,000, A

why
sl bee b te soeme risk. And
taking u long pesition in the stock market
Is kg am ogeimiszie bet o the foroare of
Vhie VS econsmy

Wala's investiment strategy bs ln sharp
comirast with thar of his Republican rival

many, including syysoll, that & prime minister

have peepared the bluepeints while they were in Beyond ey onir varly dicades. No other country st il prioril wand toleconm in i poos Wi b sl servien and politios does nod e, who b worth nakllbons et s
Jaald fiwr v, i logumient dreamnt of investing in 1. Pt thast s what visdon Isahout, wirli you can spphernent with | abso e sone curous e . e b o
Evima ke U B nendworsal antude fran ok Bt como onvergy anad spasco roseanch, 1w initiatives tormed out 1o be game changers wing, sponling and leerative book | much i $250,000, & non tal s of
hisi wasn' ghosbal o el was rostatiod by My boene town of Lucknow alose had el a o India, driving eootomic growth for e next dhealn-- e of which he partook in Dk S22 milon wealth, fn By Tk
imny ven within the country. oo b, soarch institufes in ancas as WY ecades: think of the digital infrastructune That s aicldvalkrbe. HBat Wids ks o or; | Investment could be interpereted as a
Lt aloniner thiee chivedogaling countrbes of Africa and | diverse ss drigs and botany to palseo-sclonces, i hoast abotat amd thee ifotech servces thit bedl midlan et worth in Amesies bn 2023 was | aguinst the viability of dollar, which also

Tom

America, even Switserdand gave villng
ovwnmen ondy in W71, C , Austrulia and

i

I an eximiplee of ow viskomaries think

wersas okt of us e nn-m.lim.m.w-t-\

tatio

Inilla’s Forvign-eschange reserves and globul repu
Mmumpmumh s hupve

SR

1% gove voting rights (o theirethnic minorities
vy i the 196k

Thierse is o pusralled 0l dute of o post -colonisl
nathon st ssvwhere close to those poverty levels
v ing & smooth sransition to i i democyacy

Mot comiatrien fioll ko varlous forms ol vivil
strife, soeme of thesm s Bering milltary ikoovers,
sl whiierse there were chiards
Dovsime dictatos (Indonesla,
e Py gt

Andd nomve of thos: rulml||'In|1|l|n-.||llllllhh.l.l
lenges that lndia had in teems of lings
turnl, relighows and other forms of diversity

i ||||»Ir..|ml'lalu-| market sh

We staried lndinn |
(T ) amad Inelizn Institues of Masnegemsnt TTMs)
i the 19508 and 1060, wh
bt all of Asla cliel ot by
mmerl Ittt o—i good S0 years sfter our [IMs

This came ax a whock to me wh
el i tha et o Aska, At herr sk wak 1o s
Bt b Wi et ries,
Wik e tured
Wil e mmay naw s
warly yoursof indey
v, ourdomestie indusary
been established, Forexample, Verghess Kurien,

a single manage.

i | started 1o

eyt hdnngg s Uk wupwor
TRN.
gt parotectlon
rrdence, without
e ot e

both primary and

secinnlary, helping I.nrm puarts of the popakation
mvee upy the socke-eennomic scale.

‘o havve tabien our eyes off the hall [n the lst few
clecandes, though, and are geating left heh o o the
povation gume, while
now ared of tochrelogy . from neuroselonoe and bio
trclinibogy o resewabilis anid sel

Onar dhemmoggrapluie dividessd wi
awvnt it Fined jobe for yosagg podqle, especially
i'nluu(m-u.\\- nrnluuhu-.rtulluh' warthy

ua s Fcasaic] (m o

Yy

|-eondisetom
vty ch slpaate i
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Hapgry Independence ImU.u lilud'

100,000, and aming households with a
warth of between SIO0.000 and

suggests iomething kess than full confi-
denoe in the LS economy

S300,0060, 500 i3 k2%l
them outside thelr retirement sccognis.
Walz does have a 529 college savings
wonrth Bestivren SLOOO and $13000 Hoslso
Fuael s b 0 BCHIND -Gy e s, Dot f1 b
uncloar if ho participated: his tax flings
o't redloet whint's I thene scoomasits, snd
ety biss e itk hokdings e
Slll, v ks saringo that he doss ot bave
sy st bl inggs b any other seooumits.
Walz and his wife have sccumulated a
defined prenston benefit that is valued a1
absoaist SRO0,000, 1t cosuibel ber argued that,

e willi o take halk 8 ik
an sdmirnhle quality in 3 besder. So s 4
sophisticoted grosp of markets. Aviskding
kit conlel be seen ssa normal
tlal, bt it coubd also be a sign of

vich on great lnvessoes, bt
thiry whstlid hve soane engagement with
imariutii Not hovingg any kvestmns s ot
Iy demell i reason o vl for sumpone:,
Thaere ave furme peortant bsoes, anid
all candidates have thetr iosynorasion,
But it ks sort of wedrdl EBLOOMBERG

Why the chimera of scale is a pursuit NGOs should end

ANURAG BEHAR

tanders’ mouirements have oroded the
avthentbeiny sl rgourof Indis's NGO
soctor, making them more ‘Take and
Naky." | described this p!wurmu mm inmy

|t el imth

Dbt atbens Lot e eongduasiao th 2 signif
cant proportion of NGOsand many fussderns
e oot Pt oy thiesse skl however,
lrwee a arge psumsbeor of Tundins do act in this
Fushibons, It has & cumulitive effoct on the
N srctor. Inwhat ways, whiere, and hiow
s s "M Eabeo” prrobslem show ups® Hiers

e & few typieal seenarios,
An NGO runs ereches in villages. 1t pro
\lrjﬂ\m voumng children good nutrition,
i, imiest o whom wiork

ofits aspes xuu;n-muh-ml Which I the
sy fior sec e —the demand by fundoes for
servabier puumabuers, b b8 fn e nl'umgmpln
il eomverage of the oount of honell:
Everyoehe wangs ausre poophe ol '|||'Ilk
o just fanabers, bat sk NGO, other s Lok
Bl nviobved = msernies, But oo
Fowr s are wildly
e l UsuaBly, thisisbecause of underesti-
mition or ignorance of the fact that soclal-
aerman intervesthons.do not scale inbndus-
trind mode, They st be workoesd upo)
st by -person, contex-by-contex),
demand for scale, however,
o superficiad Maky) work or exgggerats
[fiwheseh whiat thsry e chesding, 1 bt 's U game
it el gt v ey, theons thiery will play
1. Purtbenkary because i s oastor thin doing
Flgeaous work rhng hossest whout thee

I8 CEO of Agien Pramyl
Faundation

[ Lalmur I Beddds or at project sites, and
wnsures that older sfbllngs do not luve o
al b b e of the ek, Thee
wanits st and more Villiges cov

v, whibels kit thhe NGO deown, Bail they
owver bk ther fact ihat many of these villages
e Ly
e clablichren fn it age-group

0 Bevause
5 A in 100 villages
uuuxh better than "We run creches bn
willagges,” sl nesvody oestsiile thaose villsges
wnghed beoos B maary childae
there vy willlage, This Maky apguroochic
i sy peoliditms b es wike, 1ot this
of wisbeh ks the esclusbon of man ¥
vialnersble childron. Cloing langer numben
of  skply grasgalbide geogruphical or st

rtional unit, soch as 200 sums’ or 30640
panchayats,’ s lmpressive, while it is not
promadlibe: 8o asceertabn from o distance IF e
coverage in o village or slim is sdeguate
Tk flaknneos o ooveragee thit enabilos high

eadline mumbsers isa comfortable it il then managing
i Botweren Uhe funder and the NGO, COERIEIHNL, community accoptance amd
A seconid calegory of i But all that is ton
sunch Maky purssits of 3 complex and time-con-
I“du’smal Scale suming, and reguires
z ) hudlding deep expenise
|Oglc doesn t within the NGO, It is far
mware convendent for both
applytothis '

sectoranda ki \Mlhux-.,n\ work and
" Chwcking 4 slngle I Laryger scalbe by toutiing

level of dowsil could e uUMbers chase  lae trritories

emough 1o revenl thal a
clabm of working on
g i v stntes |s ectually
s om working with the
relevannt deparmment ofthae
o chesign a firw tradn-
ogrammes, Which then muy for may
o v ather parts ol the stade, Sach
meers 3o NGO are hein o add ssother
b b Wl worb-Hue o o leborst bend man
e, rathr han gt ongiged at o deoper bevel
ot gettiog the sabd skilling programmes
irmplemented, 10 ks net difficult to design s

often yields fake
and flaky work

prosgranmue il ng in the srate

capinsl The

el clalbengos ar (n geeing it inplesnestod
it bk quaslity loveds for the appoogeiat:
peogpide, This requires bulld
wrosnd capuaciiy:

g -t

Dorth insthtusthonad and i

this kind of MNaki
abiot chaberbng s
o wark that s very distam,
Inidirect and uncerain by
the time it reaches those it
|s suapiposed b,

Acthivd cotogoey |s formed when the dial

it s given v schools, perhogs some briel
rmining bsalso prosidd, and that'sit, Barely
Ao it afbersoch an inkkstive, you will
s T Kits gt bvering dus, Inagn

Ilmdmg okt Tearming kits bs & ne
TR :mmm-.mh-dwlnqmmumm
fonn, But it does enabile sasy claims of
Rarge -seale work in schools.

et aal thi besit NCAOs of the country are

ooy pst ke susch Rl clabms alvoud seale
and cle et do Maley work. However, thelr
wcabie may s dwarfed by those that ane
] Tl aend Mialky. Bt the truth cannot
b el IFa eritical ey sappliod o.oom
s 0l converige, how distan thework
is from octual implementation, snd the
y and depth of engagement.

imern ol scbe ks puarsod (sl mast
b stopped, I divens resournces and atten-
thon, olfirs s wlnlw‘(ulll.fau! I]mIIJIL.

leu‘-uulllwfI:lmull\ i

e ment s

L!Nldl scalie,

I“"Ill -ulllmlr. whan yquestione
n revenl superflolal engageme
iy cases, i1 s thae kind where s Tearmong

. his
clianggloig it nlmiuﬂl- Humngee. And it

alsi wethomis aned evoddes the condibility of
the whaolo NGO sectoe, NGO canned ditve
this« 2, fow Iw ol s (hat st

transform themselves.



5 ALGLIST 2024

14

NEW DELL

Unity in diversity paves
India’s path to success

The long are of India ascend since frecdom in 1947 owes much to this basic resolve, bonded

as e are do seobody but one another by the Constitution. 105 the countrys winning formula

he late British prime minister
Winston Churchill infamously
remarked, “Inclia is merely ageo-
graphical expression, Itis no more
asingle country than the Equator.”
The pugilistic Churchill, no friend
of India, seldom hid his distaste for Indians,
referring to us onee as “heastly people.” Igno-
rance levels have dropped since. Today, we
arewidely known for what we are:a rainbow
nation of mind- boggling diversity, ablend of
ethnicities, a profusion of mutually incompre-
hensible linguages, and a host ul'r[rllgmnﬂ.
cultural practices and topographies. Indeed,
s the very beauty of India—brilliantdy
“hrome, not boringly monochrome.
Yes, we might have seemed like an artificial
construct back in 1947, when the British parti-
tioned the country and the first government of
Independent India had the tough job of amal-
gamating many princely states. But now, no
one, but no one, will dispute that we are one
vothers have splitup, we
liave not only survived as a union, but lifted
vast numbers out of grinding poverty.

InGDP terms, India is now the world's fifth
largest economy. Best of all, we have not done
this through the barrel of a gun, like China, but
by empowering every Indian with the right to
vote, We have the right to express dissent and
change governments, peacefully, through the
Eallot box, Forall the Western criticism of
imperfections inour democracy, we have
remained one. What's more, we ha T
seen an insurrection of the kind witnessed by
the US on 6 January 2021, when its Capitol Hill
was stormed by a moh bent on preventing its
election winner from taking office. Instead,
peaceful transfers of power after an electoral

loss by an Indian government are so taken for
granted that no political party orleader would
dare question the verdict of people, no matter
how unfavourable. Does this mean all is fine
and the promise that “We the people” made to
ourselves three-quarters of a century ago has
been fulfilled? No. Our economy might be the
fifth largest, but we're almost a billion-and-a-
half, s0 our income per head places us closer to
the bottom of the global league table, Sure, itis
many times what it wasat the stroke of that
midnight hourin 1947, But, aswe have seen
from recent lr.l;.,ric‘{‘\ ents in Bangladesh,

higher per capita income in itselfdoes not
mean much, Equity matters, What's important
how a country’s wealth and income are dis-
tributed among its people. Success isabout
our quality of life, asshaped by access to basic
healtheare, education, law-and-order and the
inalienable right to life and liberty—free
speech included. For all this, promises made
by the Constitution must be upheld.

S0, aswecelebrate our 78th Independence

Day, we cannot afford to rest on our laurels,
Whilewe have come along way, we have an
even longerway ahead before we'll e able to
“wipe every tear from every eve,” in the words
of Mahatma Gandhi. This challenge can only be
met through *u n diversity.” It might sound
like acliché, butit's clearly the way forward. As
it happens, it isalso what fosters a free market
forideas, which, as Europe’s emergence from
2 Dark Ages showed, canact asa hotbed of
innovation. Hence, we must nurture what
unites us, rather than stiv up what dividesus,
If India is to be an oasis of peace and stability
in & fractious part of the world, fraught with
violence, each of us must work to safeguard
ourdiversity and hard-won freedom.
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Freedom and linguistic identity:
[s Bangladesh losing its anchor?

Ity dallianee with theoeratic politics will impact India but we've done well to strengthen democracy

BROY
ts chasrman, Economie Advisory Councll to
the Prime Mnistes

| ndin's 971 war with Pakistan lasted
from 3 December o I!-])cwmlwl
Before that, thes

Jenow Chaadhury's poem by heart.

I 1971, the fight for Bengati langunge
and culture resonated in West Bongal.
Asstuckents, we promptly formed an
arganization known as ' Banglad,
Muktl Bahini Sahayogi Andolan Samiti*
{Association o eooperte with the
Bangladeshi Mukti Bahini). We wore
hlack armbands and demonstrated in
front of what was then the Pakistan
Derpanty High Commitssion in Kolkain
There were roars of applavse when the:
Paldstani lag was lowered and the
Bangladeshi ome ralsed inits place. We
raamed around the strects of Kolkutn,
hobding spread-out hedsheets, asking
peaphe for donstions of moaney
nes and clothing.

on East Pakistan '.’I.l_\']".l'kmt.llﬂun 5
March 1971 (Most peopde will have read
The Blood '.I'-fqmimh\-{“ ry Bass)

F i
26 March 1971 \!anhl:sl!(-ﬂ mberisa
lasugg thme. 1wz a w\l‘krjcf'llrut Ities

under-gradune student st
College, Kollata. F.a-.l Pakl-

eoonomic and political reaso)
umsderlining all this, there was pride in
HanJ age and culture, and

o o the forcibde imiposition of
co ohserves 21 February as
Inumu!lmmiMmlwrlanguium Dhay,
The rootsof it goback to 1952, when
peopde gave up thedr Hives for the Ben-
i Banguage, There is a famous poom
(which later became o songd written by
Abelul Gaffar Chowdhury. 1t sounds Gir
betterin Bengali: " Amaer ffaiver Rofkte
Rangaso Efuche Fefruaery” (How can |
Forget 21 February, which

THmillion speralk B

2007, Budeep Chakrvart wrote o won

derful book on Bengalis.as a commu-

ruity, thoss in Indis and Ii:m“l:mlm!l.:m:l
, B

The Petrapole-Benapobe border 54
majenr transit podnt for Indo-Bangladesh
tradde. Dis infrastrueture must have
Improved vastly (Thaven't vislited i since
10703, bt i the time, it roacds weere midi-
mentary angd omve approached the border
thirough Bangaon. Gathering what we
had collected, we took a train fo Ba
and traipsed seross the bosder (o Jessore
Road. 18 wosa daily routine and there was
i sigen of Lhe Pakistand army. Bengulis
onthis stile empathized and connected
with Bengalison that side.

Some 15 years age, ] happened tobe
In Dhaka fora conference. I coincided
with the commemeratlon of 21 Febru-
ary and Fhappily jeined in. Some six
weers e, Fand my wile visited ou
ancestral village in Bangladosh
everyone had moist eyes, Withmaore
than doubbe the number of Bengalisin
Bangladesh than bn West Bengal, there
was general admiration for the way
Bangladiesh hod estahlisied Bengalias o
alobual anguage T gorne about
preserving Bengali coliure and identity,

Adew duys ago, Dwas In Kolkata and
bappened te pass whist is now the Bang-
lagdeshi Deputy High Commission. Sov-
oral theazand Bangladeshis (probahly
o madieal and tourkst visas) wore agi-
tating there, aspiring for 0 new freedom

A

il

thiause: who resic
of & certain gy mnll::n living in Indin

the prast, 1971
resonated with an older generation, It is

10 PEARS ABO

[
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adistunt memory, i the two countries
have pursued different development
trajectories. For the new generation in
beth countries. it is sentimental nostal-
grin. For Ingdia, Banglaclesh bsa neigh-
bowr, often hostile, though there ds
grudging sdmiration for jts prosperity
anil improvement in social sector out-
vommes, (The per capita income of Bang-
Laddesh s conskderably more than that o
West Bengal and has recently surpassed
Indin's Mgure.) There s no question that
thie Awami League regime was repress-
v ained post- covid Banglaclesh has been
plagried by economic probdens, Ine-
queadity = far highe i dn Ineld ardd
there have been unemployment prob-
Fems. For Banglackesh, Inciia has been
the g brother breathing down its
neck, meting oul unfair treatment.
After its regime change, onee the
chnos s out of the way, Bangladesh will
out itsown course, There will be
tricky foreign poliey isswes for Tndin.
Reminiscent of 1971 there sa refuges
prodslem of sorts, with Hindus in Bang-
ladesh having saffered amid the moy.
e and bedlum. For the sentimental
anid nostalgic generation, Bungladesh
has been moving away and will move
Further Fom the Bengali identity that
wrought freedom in 1971 Tsshil
towarids an bslamic reguiblic has been
pralpabile, evien before the recent anrest,
That will s become more aceed
spilliver concerns for India,
T umumu TeasOnY

Iil“||l I'hnl.enon “eonomi e
Language, cislure and identi
he less pertinent now. Apart {mm
nomenclature, given this month's relgn
ofterror, whal is the difference between
in East Pukdstan and Bang ladesh®
Aswe celebrate Independence Doy,
thiere Is much to be gratelol for, Apart
Frorn a hriefinterlude inthe 9705, cur
demoerncy has strengthened incon-
trast to our immediate nedghbours. This
may nol be palatable to some countries
that seelk 1o destabili la, Notwith-
standing thedr efforts, India will enchure.

=

MINT METRIC

by Bibek Debroy

With awr demecracy on display,
Best wishes for Independence Day,
Acproud spring in the tread,

The country surges ahead.

Naysayers despondent in dismay,

-

The UR violence makes a case for social media control

RAHUL JACOB

Is & Ming colurmenlst and a
farmer Financial Temes forelgn
cofespondent.

* he UTR's imagge as a muiouliurml coun-
iry Is the uhwious loser from the far-
right viddenee of the past Fortnight, but

| thme these tragle events may have wider
Implistions for the policing of socinl media
everywhere, The role of X indisseminating
often-false information and lonizing rab-
liber- poasers, s wedlas X owner Elon Musk's
tweets and Il'l('hpnil‘ulbh'
ussler the microsen)

pertalns i LIS polities, Thisis true enowgh,
bt it was clear thot hedghtened EL conoem
about X s because of riots inthe UK, These
wore triggered after ke news spread on
social mediathat the man whe stabbed and
Killed three young gits at a daneo class in
Southport in the north of England was a
Musslim immigrant, even fhough the allege d
attacker was borm b the UK and isof B
ihim orlgin. Rokdnson, twoeting Fom Cyps,
sougght touse thes incldent o spreacd Q-will
tevvardds Muslims, and in turm mosgues were
allacked,

A time lke this, it might seem easy to
mm‘!u(l(ltl\al ther 1K hasmot mm]u( ] the

dorabout as well aschildren born in the UK
whs sire native speakers of English. A stan-
tl.mllx.elti educational test conducted in
[ developed world countries showed
1 vimany Europesn countrieshe chil-
dren of immigranis scove far worse than
natives._ in Britain, immigrants’ children are
ashade bedilnd bn resding

welil in
the lute 1508 and [0S in nn.puuw 1

Ty uflmmlgrullm]ul the time from the
Caribix Lk sul \u:llnml Bitish

wi |m||1|;m‘i<:~l'(

hatred, disorder, Incitement I||\lu|.1'||(1:
Musk’s fan-boy interview with Donald
Trump this weok as well us his retweets of
the inflammatory mom‘anl’lho[ﬂr |J|J;I1l
fetvinsom will onky

mermnber ol parliame weh Powell, whie
fiercely espposed 3 Raece Relations Act toout-
law discrimination. noteriously warned of
“riversofhil ST

Th it b Aot to b troe. The

that X
extremis|

all b Frecuently ; |||w|.n||hum'l'ur
. Breton's letier (o X reminded
X' [||i(‘ (IIIu(( nee T

UK s msree parsduct e, maore cobourful and
has superh food today because it hus sue-

cessfilly nbsorbed

o police hate speech. X hit hach-savlny.tiu:
the EL was nwnmlrhlmg as the interview

heE '...).I.wll'lupult'ﬂ
research that showed that schoolehildren
s Mirst Langiunge ot bome is not English

obrof Bamily food and the experience of being
fesrcedd out of Ugands inthe B70s and settling.
bnthe UK. Chie o heranecdotes involves her
minther helng told by a London bus con duc-
vt that b showedd ged o e s becaise shie
srmelbed like a “currypor.” Twas shocked at
muny lovels, bt also because such a thing

could never happen n Lon-

amil a shade ahead in o today and was so far
maths.” The Economist Therole of remuovied from the weleom-
roported. More than three Ingg Lowdon Teneount cred
aquarters of the children ol Such piattorms In the 20008, Hefore 1
SR Instimingup [t
baipopimanele:  peopleand GR et
l'\:[ﬂ.ll].‘llk!ll Is surely that fanni ng the iverse as London s cele-
among recent mmigrants, E brated s immigrantscpuite
the UK, like the US, 1= flames is hard  ssthoughtfully. Thisranged
eherry picking well-quali- Frown trivial courte

fied ones. 0, these to overiook

stutistics suy a lot about
successful  integration.
Tnlinns cormered s many as 163,500 visas to
work in the UK in 2003 and Zimbabweins
45,200 Podes, who wesed to have sasy acoe
1o thee LT before Bresit, lad dropped to less
than 20040,

I'hm \Awkllml I happened ln b ||'.|<llng
Britishwriter Yasmin Alibhal-1

declision  to

i Belfast and elsewhere that were far more
numerous, with people marching this pass
wieekend calling for telerance and con-
diemning racism. Opinfon polls show that
thie vasst majority in the UK condemn such
violenee and those fnning its ames, Thie
majority of those arrested who appenred in
court. meanwhile, had past records ol vio-
lemtantackes and Foothal] hooligamism.

For thess reasnons, | remain optimdstic that
e LK willl et past these Lerrible woeks with
ies cormmitment to multdeultumlism ntct,
X and other social media, however, iFthey
fan ncitement toviolence, mus fioe legisl-
ton aind court prosecutions. A fommer Twit-
ter executive, writing in the Guardizn,
atly calkedd for an arrest warrant (o be

g comament
i5 inevituhl

often as 1 wore & st wis
routinely  complimented-—go profound
i s a commemoration forvictims
i {m 2004 thut included Bower
petals mepresent ing each coumntry affected by
the calamity in Asia wnd Africa
The far-right riots may hove grabbed
heaclines. but In fuot it wasthe peace raflies.

bdography of Musk, Wakter Isaacson wrote,
"Hethought of it as o technology company
when in fact it was an advertising medinm
based on human emotions amd relation-
ships.” Given this reality, more governments
wiotildd be wise to ol nad on occasion
prosecute X and ather soc
Tormson s of hate speect
UK and the EU should lead the
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Happy Independence Day

As the proud nation celebrates the 78th Independence
day it is time to ponder over the journey so far

hope, This day is not just a commemaration of freedom from colonial rue but a

As we calebrate 7Bth Independance Day, the alr |s fllad with pride, nostalgia, and

reflection on the journay that has shaped the country. The path to where we stand
today, has been nothing short of a rollar coaster-marked by iumphs and challenges.
As the nation looks back on its accomplishments, it must also cast its eyes forward,
contemplating the road that ies ahead, India's post-indepandence journey has been a
remarkabke tale of resilience and growth. From the ashes of partition and the burdan of
colonial exploftation, the nation emerged with a spirt of unity and determination. The
aarly years were fraught with challenges - economic instability, social unrest, and the
monumental task of nation-building. Ye, Indla persisted The Green Revolution transformed
India from & foogd-deficient country 1o a self-sufficient ane, while the White Revolution
made the counlry the largast producer of milk. It made great strides in space explo-

ration and reached the moan, The nation also saw the
rise of a strong Industrial base. However, the road was
never smaooth. India saw wars, political turmoil, and
economic crises. The Emergency period in the mid-
1970s was a dark chapter, testing the reslience of its
democracy. The 1881 sconomic liveralisation marked
aturning point, prapeliing India onto the giobal stage,
but it also beought new challenges in the form of
Inequality and soclal disparities.

The turn of the milleanium saw India making strides
in various fieids. The IT revalution positioned the coun-
try as a global tachnology hub, whils advancements
In space exploration and nuclear technology showcased

India's scientific prowess. Soclal progress was evident in the growing emphasis on edu-
cation, healthcare, and women's empowerment. Landmark legislation such as the Right
to Education Act and the decrimnalisation of Section 377 reflected the country's com-
mitment to social justice. Yet, there was no dearth of challenges. The rise of commu-
nal tenslons, growing envimnmental concems, and the struggle for inchusiity have remind-
ad the nation that the journay Is far from over. The COVID-18 pandamic, the most recent
challenge, exposed vulnerabilities but also highlighted India's resilience, as the country
emerged as a global leader In vaccing production and distribution, The nation today stands
at a crossroads. The country must tackie environmantal degradation, and ensure that
acanomic growth Is inclusive and sustainabla. India's youth, now the largest demograph-
i group, will play a crucial role. We must continue 1o uphold the democratic values
and secular fabric. As the tricolos flutters in the wind this Indepandence Day, It is a reminder
that this was achieved with many sacrifices and afforts an the part of millions of peo-
ple whi make it what it Is. The road ahead may be challenging, but it is also flled with
possibllities. No country Is perfact, It's always a work In progress. But If the people of
India commit to making it a shining axamyple for the world, it will became one, Jal Hind!

'T'’he Bangladesh

cauld

ron 1s boiling

EALYAN SHANKAR

With New Delhi intensifying border controls, the evolving political landscape
of Bangladesh is set to influence regional security and diplomacy

he former Prime

Minister o
Bangladesh, Sheikh
Hastna, abruptly left
her country & week
agge, causing immedine concern
in her country and the region.
According to the BEC, Hasina's
tumily, not wecurity officials, con-
vinced her o beave due 1o salety
concerns, Her son stated, "We
besgged Ber o leave as voon us the
violent mob werived.” Crowds
entered her residence shortly
after her escape, Political, social,
wnd econamic lssoes, external
involvement, and nnhn]lzpr polii-
icul opposition caused the down-
full,
Inclin's I-'uwi%n Mindster, 5.
Juishankar, has Informed
Parllament about her visit 1o
Indin and the poienilal impact on
India's relationship  with
Bangladesh, The unrest that led
tor her departure resulted in
wrownd 560 deathy and could
steain the relationship between
the two countries, potentially
impacting regional security and
foreign uﬁnllmu. Initially, in her
leng relgn ol 15 years, Hasin was
perceived as a democratic and
secular leader of Bangladesh,
overieeing an economle wrn-
around, However, she later
becamwe ntalert and authoaritar
ian, cracking down on media crit-
icw unlfl imprisoning
oppenents.She malntained cor-
dial relationships with Indisn
lenders, which sparked anti-India
prodests,
Prime Miniter Maodl mentioned
that he had met her ten times last
yeur, The friendship has been
mutual, ay Begum Hasina also
reclprocated by driving out the
terrorists who targeved India and
allowed concessions for fransit
fucilities, She was the first state
puest during the Mods f(n\\'rtl
maent's third term. India has had
i wpecial i -ulmf with
Hangladesh since it was born in
1971, After her fathe:

Sheikh

",
Mujibur Rahman, the founder of

Hangladesh, wis assassinated in
1975, Hising spenl six years in
India, Afier that, she shifted to
Dhaka to lead the Awami
League, The current wludent
prodests, which started on July 5

againat the 30% reservation for
descendunts of freedom fighters

Nano technology
revolutionises car care

This cutting-edge technology is changing the car derailing process by
enhancing protection, durability, and aesthetic appeal of cars

e automaotive industry
I Is progressing rapldly,
with nanotechnology
emerging as a transformative
force in redefining car care,
This cutting-edge technalogy
is revolutionising the car
detailing process and offering
unmatched protection, dura
bility, and sesthetle appeal,
ushering in an exciting new
e for car owners and enthy
slasits,
Nanatechnology in cor main-
tenance 4 bused on the atom-
ie and melecular manipula-
o ol matier, Nanoparticles,
ured in billionths of s

and chemical protection,
Nanotechnology offers a rev-
olutionary approach o car
detalling, providing superion
protection and easier mainte-
nanee than traditional meth

aods. There are several bene-

MeLEr, possess dinary
properties and enhance var
bous aspects of car mainte-
e, One of the most
prom t applications bs in
the development of nano
ceramic coatings, Nano and
regular ceramic coatings are
bath popular cholces for cas
Ilclulﬂltl-_ng. but they differ in
partiche slze and composition.
Regular cermmic coatings typ-
beully conalst of micrametre-
slved particles, while nano
cermmie coatings utilise par
ticles in the nanometer range,
The smaller size of nanopar.
tiches allows for o denser and
more uniform coating,
Improving scratch resistance

fits ol
detalling, such as:
Enhanced  protection:
Manaparticles form a micro-
scople barrler that shields
the car's palnt and glass and
protects it from UV rays and
environmental problems,
such an bird Jmﬁvpingn.. dur-
A weather conditions, This
results in a long:lasting shine
and reduced risk of fading o
wear and lear.

Diecper cleaning and glossier
finishing: Nano-formulated
polishes and cleanens can
peneirate deeper into the
cur's surfuce due to the parti
cles” iy skze. 1t removes dint
and grime more effectively,

Y in car

revealing o gloasier finish 1o
the car afier detailing.
Durability & longevity:
Nanotechnology car care
products typically offer
extended pravection com
pureed 1o trachitional waces and
sealants, It translates o fewer
detailing sessions and keeps
the car looking its best for
longer,

Easler malntenance: The
hydrophobic costings created
by naneparticles make future
wishies a breeze, Dirt and
grime stide off, "-!lll"‘i“tl less
scrubbing and reducing the
risk of Introducing swirl
marks,

While the benefits of nan
atechnology in car care are
undeniable, it Is imporiant to
approach its implementation
with o clear eye, Mot all nano-
coated products are created
equal, und selecting repurable
brands that adhere o strin-
gent quality standards i cru
cinl. Moreover, proper appli-
cution wnd maintenance are
always vitil o maximising the
periirmance and longevity of
these treatments,

Ms nanotechnalogy evalves in
the rapldly increasing tech
nology world, there are
expected 1o be even more
groundbreaking advance-

KUNAL SETHI

ments In the car care indus-
try, The future holds lmmense
potentisl, {rom seli-healing
palntwark to intelligent coat
ings that adapt w environ
mental coneditions,
By embracing this technolo
gy the automaotive Industry
can be poised o deliver car
it ok stunning and olfer
unparalleled protection and
conventence, Fi the car
OWNETS Perspe there
will be several benefits, wch
s enhanced car ownership
cxperiences characterised by
less time spest an mainte
nance ind greater pricde in the
cary’ appearance, instilling a
wenwse of hope foe the future of
car caredn conclusbon, nan-
eechnalogy Is ush
new eri in the ca e
nance industry by Improving
sesthetics,  protection, 4..3
durability & Hz'ngmt}'.
By undesstanding the princi-
,,L and applications of this
technology, car owners can
muake intormed decisions o
optimise the care of their curs
wnd enjoy the fill benefits of
thiv exciling development,
empowering  them as
informed consumers in the
avtornotive industry,

{The writer is an éxpert on
car careg views are pereonal)

and thae 56% quota for govern
ment positions, have impact
ed the political situation in
Bangladesh, The Hasina goy
ernment's proposal to expand
this quaota Jed o widespread
protests and 200 deaths,
Bangladesh opposition partics
organized a long march’ to
express growing dise
with the government's palicles,
At the international level, ten
sions rose between Hasing
and the . when her
American wik revoked
er she fled the country, The
tate Departrent empha-
the Importance u? the
m government in stk
lishing long-term qﬂw and
political  stability  in
fungladesh. The UK. and
other countries also took the
same stand, The Internation
al community Is working to
support the inferim govern
ment led by Yonus, whe s
responaible for restoring nor
maley. New Delhl has st up a
maniloring committee and

nee
n

d

eratic
wnd

R { ;
infrastructure, Indin needs (o
ar gt

gladesh and enph
peace and unity, Haslng and
chalicda's sons ase ready 1o take
over thelr respective partles,
The potential returns of these
twe and the sther Opposition
leadders couled bring significant
changes to the political land-
scape of Bangladesh,

.r\n.'n.'urduﬁx o Hasdni's son,

iyl

e 2 Face amy i

THE INTERNATIONAL LSt e on th
COMMUNITY 18 ﬁ:ifﬁxlll:lldrnl:h:ﬁ~,t‘1lc'?|:.wrhll1h~lf
WORKING TO ouster, | I.cl.'.r son clains ;nhr.i had
SUPPORT THE e e e restgn and i3 still the
Prime Minister, Bangladeshis
INTERIM Qél»z’pl..i..’if."f-ﬂrul.E!’PM.”J,Z
GOVERNMENT LED el cloely masisors thesi:

ation, especially concernli
BY YUNUS, WHO IS S egh secry
RESPONSIBLE FOR well as the aucurur al Ihllndu
RESTORING minorities in Rangladesh, The

NORMALCY. NEW
DELHI HAS SET UP A
MONITORING

Modi government Is appre-
hensive about the safety of the
Hindu minority in
Bangladesh, Prime Minister
Modi hay culled for the protec-

o
ey after the leader's departure,
The third issue concerns the
porous border between India
and Bangladesh, with allega-
tions of Bangladeshi infil
tors and re utlr:u: enl
India, A friendly Hasina gov-
ernment helped check this
prablem while Khalida was in
denial mode, Mew Dielhi's decl
sion o adopt o wait-and
watch policy i a positive step,
The situstion depends on the
elections’ tming and the two
Begumy potential return,

I new leadership emerges,
New Delhi will need 1o take a
stand, To malntain regional
peace, Incia's role In assisting
Bangladesh In refuening o
nermaley is crucial and urgent,
A peaceful, stable, and pres-
rrnnu Bangladesh i In India's
hest Interests, India should
dev everything to ensure it The
sltuation is still evolving, and
rlalnty of the Tuture
cal  landscape  of
ienglaciesh is palpable,

We will lenow more once the
elections are announced and
thee plans of the two begums
are revealed. The potential
return ol | hrd;ym\uc rule adds

an element o

increased border contral 1o then of Flinduy in Bangladesh
Kl inand ouneroppo, GOMMITTEE AND ¢ s e e
wition leaders were released  INCREASED BORDER 1ty also protested on the
after Hasina's departure, streets, Bangladesh's coonomy,
During Khaleda's n«fn RETTis, CONTROL TO which wuzulmhlﬂ[t up, s
gidechis ittt MDDACERTHE Sk e 6 Fid
wiss also o disaster, Khalida's SITUATION  playment, and inflation, The
relense may enable her to lead country selies on India for
her party, and she stressed the ecanential commuodities and

intrigue to the
sltuticn
(The writer s a popular
colunrisi; views are
personil}

(83911t 1TO THE EDITOR

Har ghar tiranga!

LHAMO'S NEVER SAY DIE SPIRIT

Macdem — Kinzang |hame of Bhutan may
have crossed the finish line last in the
wastmeis marithon al the Pars Olympics,
bt ihe captured the admiration of many
with her remarkable tenacity and wrwiver
Ing determination. Despite banking adverse
conditions, Lhums completed the gruel
Ing 26.2-mile course in 3 hours, 52 min-
utew, and 59 seconds, choosing o perse
were rather than quit, Lhamo, embodying
thie spirie of the “last vin runulnf.
tiendsa powerlul message: regardless of the
final oulcome, we must maximize our
capabilities and approach our tasks with a
positive, persistent mindser, There is no
shame in inkshing last 1 the effort wis sin
cere and wholehearted,

Bhutan has already gifted the world with
its unique concept of Gross National
Happiness, which measures progress
through health, education, and environ
Al paramneters rather thar
l econonie metrics. The country
demanstrated the exsence of democracy by
having fis Royals voluntarily relinguish
powier to llow for a citizen-led governiment
through free and fair elections. Now,
Kinzang Lhameo emerges as Bhutans lal
ot treasure, AL just 26 vears old, she hawa
prommilsing future shead, With more expe-
rience amd exposure, Lhamo iv poised to
clevate Bhutan's presence on the Interna
tonal stage.

Kajul Chatterjee | Kolkaia

PARIS OLYMPICS COME T0 A CLOSE
Madam— The 2024 Parls Olympies have
conchuded, with Indin securing o totsl of
skx medals: five bronee and one silver,
Diespite its status as the world's most pop
uwlous matlon, with a staggerin
1,450,935,791 people, India's mrﬂnl haul,
though commendable, highlights a larger
e, The United States led the medal vally
with 126 meduls, inchuding 40 goldl, while
China followed with 91 medals and J-l||‘-ll’l
with 45, These countries, despite their
wrnaller populations compared 1o India,
have schieved greater succoss by investing
uniformly In a wide range of sports.In

hi ‘Har Ghar Tiranga' (nitiative has
Tlﬂﬂmﬂ  natianwidn mavamanl, nwak:

wning tho apirit of patriotsm ocross th
cauniry. This campaign has united peopls lram
avary cormar of Indla, craating an smasphern

India, cricket s often considered a religion,
avershadowing othier sports, This narrow
focus, compourided by political sortight-
edness, hus hmd;mll the prowth and
encouragement of athletic talent across
other disciplines,

AP Thivuvadl | Chenpal

WAYANAD TRAGEDY COULD BE AVERTED
Madam — The picturesque Wayanad, o
hilly district bacatied in the Western Ghuts
Mountadn range In Kerala, I prone to land-
slides during heavy rins, In Keralas his-
tory, the landslide that occurred recently
there and clalmed over 400 lives was the
deadliest,

Acconding o the Geological Survey of
India half of Kerala's land area is vulnera-
ble to landslides, Wiyanad region has had
m.u:j,- tea and coffee plantatlons,

The first landslide occurred in an uninhab
ited forest area with no access road, The
tonrent of water earrying mud and boul-
ders swept away or buried the villages of
Punchirimattam, Mundaklal and
Chooralmala, and wreaked havec in
Meppadi, Attamala and Kunhome,

ol pride and ragpoet for (e national flag. it
fostorn a deop senao of unity and snuourages
nctive participation, bringing naighbees and lol-
low citizons togother. By embraging this
maymnt, pocgle ara anhancing thalr under-
standing of the wignificance and valyes
urmtodiod by e Indian flag
The campaign has revalutionized (e nation's
Idealogy, symbolizing our Indapendence,
pridu, and commitmant to a devaloped Indsa
(Viksit Bharad). It undurscones India's i s
i okl pawer, moving nwiltly Trom a natlan
onon uean us aconamioally challangaed to one
feofmal £ bacame (he (ird-largost sugirpow-
ur I the warld. Ag citlzans, wi aro mmindad
of aur duty to uphald the gulding principles
unuhirinnd in the Directive Principles ol Stabe
Palicy, the Preamista, and the Constiutan af
India.

Kirtl Wadhawan | Karipiur

Mundaklai is a village locuted mare than
a kilometre down from the hill that slid
first. Chooealmula caved in under the pres-
sure ol ”h""lf wter fvam the first land-
\Ili- ancd heavy dewnpour. Irunjipashi river
split into two raging streams and wreaked
havise abong it path. Whes it comes to dis-
cussing the early warning of rainfall, the
less sald, the better,
On July 24, the Agriculiuml Meteorological
Division of the Indian Meteorological
Department bswed a forecast for Waryanad
that predicted only 15 mm rinfall, the day
when landilicles occurred, Mundaklal,
whiere the landstice hit Wayanad first, got
572 mm of rainfall within 48 hours,
However, it shouldn't be everlooked that
the Hume Centre for Eeology and Wildlife
Biology, an NGO specializing in weather
patterns of Wayanad with a network of
mare than 200 weather monlioring units,
husil warned of poasible landslides two days
before the landslide happened,
Huridusan Rajan | Kozfukods
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THE DIVINE
PARENTAL ROLE

Uniike parents, whose guidance can be flawed, God
encompasses all wisdom, power and impartiality

AJT KUMAR BISHNOL

following verse will shed ight on this, which is, "You alone are
| my mather; You aione are my father; You alone are my relative and
You alone are my friend; You alone are my knowledge and You alone:
are my wealth; O Lord of all Lords, You alone are my everything.” In
varse #7.19 of the Bhagavad-Geeta, Lord Krishna states, “After efforts
of many births, a yogi in the end becomes wise, and he takes My shel-
ter. & great soul, who considers Lard Vasudeva thus as everything is
very rare.” The anawer, therefore, is: that God is very much more than
a mosher or father can ever be.These entiies, .., a mother or a father
hiave severe imitations Their knowledge is very limied. They don't know
the Big Ficture.
Far from it, they may guide their children wrongly. On the other hand,
God is omniscient. He knows past, present and future also. Lord Krishna
informs us what He can do. “By being specialy kind, |, siteated witiin,
destray the darkness, bom of ignorance, by the shining lamp of knowl-
edge." (10.11) Then, & parent has limited resources that he or she can
give b his or her children, whersas God has & the opulence in full Sanjaya
of the Mahabharata fame informs, *“Where there is yopeshwara Shri
Krishna, and where there s a soul linked to Him, there wil be opulences
{"soubhagyd’), vichory (success), weatth, and morality.” (18.78)4& par-
ent can help only in & Emited way. Suppose his or her child is umwel.
What can he or she do besides aranging medical facilites and taking
care-of the best way possibie?

A good parent prays addifionally for the rapid cure of the child. Bacause
Only God has the power to help us get out of the trouble we get info
quickdy {18.53); only God has the power to forgive. Parents can be whim-
sical in their decision-making. They can be partial in dealing with their
children; it is natural, but God is ahways impartial. Lord Krishna states,
“| am similarty inclined towards all beings, no one is hatetul for Me, and
no ong is dear; that is God has no preconceived and prejudiced notion
towards anyane.” (9.29) Many parents are poor role models, They g
bt expect their children to be fruthful

What has God instructed us to do? “Whatever & supedior person does,
other people follow that only, Whatever standard he establishes a com-
mon man tries to ermulated that.” (3.21) What does God da? He always
poes by dharma. God is 5o sirict about dharma that He incarnates o
reestablish & if it becomes weak. (4.7) Addgionaly, God is always engaged
in doing duties, Lord Krishna says, *| am always carsfully engaged in
action, because men follow My lead in all respects.” (3.34)For parents,
only their children are their own, but for God, &l souls ane His parts.
(15.7) He has to consider all of them in &l His actions. God is very com-
passionate towards all of them. Lord Knshna confirms, *1 am a wed-
wisher of all ving etities.”

QOur children are forever competing against children of other parents, but
for God, all children are His parts and must be dealt with fairly, That is
the reason our seffish prayers are not answered. Many parents do not
congult their children about their future and fry to impose their desires
on them. God has forbidden this, when He stated, "Svadhama (duty)
of all souls are according bo what their natures are.” “The four divisions
of the human society, based on qualities and activiies, have been cre-
ated by Me.” (4.21)

Orie can excel in whatever suits one's nature because it comes natu-
rafly. What is the message? God is a parent alright but not in a conven-
tioral way. He only takes charge of those souls, who take His shelterParents
shoudd &lso try to be seif-supporting o the end by faking active shelter
from God; He will take care. |s God not responsibée for keeping the Creafion
pong? Is it not our responsibiliy a8 parents o do ours? | take ming iowards
my descendants very seriously.

(The wilter 5 & spintual guide; Wiews are personal)

facebook. com/dailyplanear | @TheDallyPlonaer | Instagram. com/dailyploneer/

Water crisis and the
battle for resources

As the world grapples with the escalating effects of climate change, the urgent need
to rethink our approach to water management becomes ever more pressing

cnever we face drought

and heat waves we are

reminded to take a redook

at efficiency of water man-

agement. More than one-

fourth of the global population, nearly 2.2
hillion people do not have proper access to
dlean drinking water. United Mation's (LN}
goal in this regard is 1o provide dean drink-
ing water and sanitation for all by 2030, UNG
coordination mechanism on water and san-
itation (U'N-Water) sets the theme every
year. This year’s theme was “Leveraging
Water for Peace” Air and water are impor-
tant to sustain life on Earth, The contlicts
between the countries, between the states
and within society arise when we have to
rigation, houschold
uses and power gener-

The conflict gets often avated especial-
ly when lhtsaiuilahil il?ﬁ water h:E: 5
scarce during the pinch period. Treaties
etween the countries have resobved the dis-
putes. Different forums are also available for
the resolution of conflicts at international
and national levelsIndia has 25 major
river basing with most rivers flowing across.
the states. There is the Interstate Water
Dispute Act, of 1956 for resolving disputes
in the use, control and distribution nf:\r‘cl
and river valleys. The disputes are contin-
uillﬁdasllcnsrﬁ o federal water governance
in the country. To resalve the disputes, there
are water dispute tribunals in India name-
ly the Ravi and Beas Water Tribunal,
Vansandhara water dispute tribunal,
Mahadayi Water Dispute Tribunal,
Mahanad)i watter dispute tribunal, Krishna
water dispute tribunal and Cauvery dispate
tribumnal ¢fc.
The sharing of water of the Cauvery River
has been ﬁlc source of serious conflict
between Tamil Nadu and Kamataka. In
2018, the tribunal awarded Karnataka to
annually release 192 tme of water in ten
equal monthly instalments to Tamil Mado.
2023-24 was El (Spanish word mean-
ing little boy) year and there has been a
deficit in rainfall in the catchment of the river
from July 2023 onwards. As a result, the
reservoirs were half empty and it became dif-
ficult for Karnataka to follow the orders of
the tribunal,
Tiw states started a hlame game till carly fuly
2024 when there were good rains in the
Cauvery catchment in the latter part of July,
As nature was kind, the dispute was resobved
anid the blame game stopped. The prolonged
dispute. between the states for sharing
waker is always traced back to destruction
as well as poor maintenance of the catch-
ment of the river and unfavourable weath-
er conditions like El Nine.World
Meteorological Organization (WMO)
announced that El Nino, a dimate pattern
associated with the warming of the ocean
surface in the central and eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean has impacted the monsoon
causing below-normal rainfall last year, has
gradually weakened,
This has been ane of the five strongest El
Mino on record but remained weaker than
1997-98 and 201 5-16. “El Nino typically has
the greatest impact on global dimate in the
second year ol its development - in this
instance 2024, WM said. This impact bas
led 1o above normal temperature in India
till june 2024, WMO further added that
there is 4 chance of La Nina (Spanish word
meaning little gir} developing Later in the
ar. La Nina is a dimate pattern associat-
ed with periodic cooling off the ocean sur-

FORESTS

PLAY A
SIGNIFICANT
ROLE IN
COMSERVING
WATER AND
MAKING THE
STREAMS
PERENNIAL.
FURTHER,

THE STREAMS
FLOWING

0uT OF
FORESTED
CATCHMENT
WOuLD
ALWAYS CARRY
CLEANER WATER

i
face temperature and brings normal
rains in the region. Western Waorld,
Canads and the US are experienc-
ing heat wave conditions even in
August this year, The underground
water table receded during summer,
There has heen a public hue and cry
in many places in central and
peninsular India to access potable
water for household s, The
Government and Civic agencies are
facing the challenge. Karnataka is
ane such state where there was an
acute drinking water problem in the
summer.

Chief Minister Siddaramnaiah direct-
ed the district administration to
establish a helpline and contral
raom to enable the public to regis-
ter Encmnccs and supply water in
tankers to all affected areas. He also
directed to tender the work of dig-
ging more bore wells to tap ander-
ground water for public emergen-
cies, Bengaluru too faced a water
shortage. Water supply to the city
comes through the pipeline from
the Cawvery River located 100 km
away. The water has also to be
umped up at many intermediate
ocations to achieve an altitade of 1
km, whese the city is. The arrange-
ments have been made to supply
water in tankers from adjoining
Lowns.
‘Water supply to high-rise apart-
ments was also redaced. Residents
used disposable cutlery and wet
wipes to mation their water con-
sumption, It will generate more
‘waste and agencies may have to step
up the disposal. They have also
banned vehicle washing and swim-
i activities, Deepening of
mcngtmclls is anntt:r:]i'n\-il\%n-
mental challenge. Every time the
ﬁnundw‘:ncr level recedes, we go for
e deepening, Is it environmental-
ly sustainable? Rechurging the
ground through rain harvesting
structures has to be adhered to by
each Government continuously,
Rivers originating from the
Hirnalayas are snow-fed and satis-
fy the water needs of the le,
especially in the northern bcfl'c:?:hc

country from west to east. Rivers in
the central Indian landscape and
peninsular India originate from
torests,
Often big rivers ariginate from the
same place and flow in different
directions. Johila, Narvada and Sen
ariginate from Amarkanthak and
flow in different directions. Five
rivers namely Kovana, Krishna,
Werina, Savitri and Cayatri originate
from Mahabaleshwar near Pune,
Several important rivers like
Tunghhadra and Casvery also orig-
inate from the Western Ghats,
Apart from providing drinking
water to several villages and towns,
there are numerous irrigation and
power projects located on these
rivers.
Life is fully dependent on these
rivers and except the Himalayan
Hivers all others originate from
forests. Let us be clear that water is
not produced by forests, yet the
rivers originate there. Forests are the
mothers of rivers and are systems to
conserve rainwater in the subsoil
and the roots of the trees.
The river source provides a small
violume of water trickling from the
roots of each of the miltions of trees
on undulating hills around. As it
forms the stream and the flow of
water proceeds under gravity, many
more such streams join to increase
the volume of water, Sometimes big-
ger streams or even rivers also join
to increase the volume of flowing
water in the river. The water in the
streams is nothing but rainwater,
During the monsoon substantial
quantity of water is absorbed by the
earth charging the underground
aguifers and some portion of it is
retained in the subsoil and roots of
the trees.
The roots hold the water like a
sponge and continuousky release it
uring warm weathes, making the
streams perennial While traversing
in the forests we come across sev-
eral perennial streams even in sum-
mer months when there is no rain-
fall Every stream has a catchment
and if it is a forested carchment, the

B K SINGH

stream would be perennial in the
non-rainy season, or else it would
be a seasonal stream flowing on
rainy days. Forests play a significant
role in conserving water and mak-
ing the streams perennial, Further,
the streams flowing out of forested
catchment would always carry
cleaner water without even soil par-
ticles in it.
On the contrary, streams flowing
through areas dominated by human
activities would be muddy and
mixed with chemicals and sewage.
Further, the rainwater carries a f::
of soil and the reservoirs get silted
up bosing their water holding capac-
ity.
Reservoirs located closer to forest-
ed arcas have a longer life.
Maintenance engineers have a dif-
ficult time in de-silting reservaoirs
receiving water from human areas.
The raintall pattern and distribution
not onby depends upon weather
conditions and the direction of wind
but also depends upon the densit
and distribution of forests on I:mdv.
The pledge we must take is to pre-
serve and conserve natural forests,
Forests also play a vital role in the
maintenance of the water cycle.
IMore than two years ago, on the
sidelines of QOF 26 at Glasgow,
leaders holding 9% of forests on the
planct bad ple 10 end defiwesta-
tion by 2030,
Of course, India did not sign this
Eh:dgc. Two more COP meetings
ave taken place since then, but the
issue has not been revieweed by those
who pledged. On the contrary,
there ase reports suggesting that nat-
ural forests are being lost at an
alarming rate ung ented warm-
ing as also taken its toll and forest
fires have remained uncantrodled for
months in the US, Canada,
European countries, Russia, China,
Birazil, and Australia, If we dont save
our forests, the perennial water
streams will become seasonal.
{The writer is retived principal
chief conservator of forests,
Karnataka; views are personal}

The perils of blind faith and the rise of India’s fraudulent godmen

While India has a rich tradition of genuine spiritual leaders, the influence of these charlatans has surged, fueled by poliics and societal insecuriies

he Mundaka

I Upanishad warns of
the dangers posed by
those wha, though ignorant,
present themselves as wise.
The verse (1.1.8) loosely
transtates 1o, “Living in the
widst of ignarance amd consid-
ering thewmsalves wise, foals
think of thewselves az learned,
They wander around, bewil-
dered, like biind men led by the
blind” This wverse serves as
4 caution against self-pro-
claimed spiritual gurus who
mislead others. India has
long been a land of genuine
spiritual gurus who have
guided millions, providing a
path for the masses to follow.
Howewver, times  have
changed. Today, genuine spir-
imn]sltadcrs are often over-
shadowed by flashy godneen,
or "babas," who frequently

PRAEHA GUPTA

deceive people for personal
gain. Th}; lrvejn.d hlSPi;-L‘(tll'l'I(‘
particularly dangerous when
combined with the palitics of
numbers, creating a powerful
politico-religions phenome-
non, These so-called babas
often become demigods with
poditical leaders as their dis-
ciples, wielding immense
power and wealth, even
though they claim to have
renounced it

A recent incident in Hathras

highlights the tragic conse-
quences of such influence.
Owver 150 people, mostly
women from poor Dhalit fam-
ilies, were killed in a stam-
pede during 2 satsang by
Bhole Baba, also known as
Marayan Sakar Hari. Baba, a
former policeman wha
retired 28 years ago amid rape
allegations, had attracted
around 150,000 people o
the event, despite only 30,000
being allowed, The stampede
occurred when the crowd
rushed to collect soil believed
10 have healing powers after
Baba's departure. His popu-
lwrity and wealth have only
grown, despite such tragedies.
While some of his followers
were arrested, Bhole Baba
himself was not named in the
FIR, and his ashrams remain
untouched by authorities,

And he is not alone. Many
others are doing just that. A
couple of years back a pro-
cliamed baba gave unique
recipie for peoples woes: keep
500 rupess in your wallet for
prasperity, keep your spouse
phota for better relationship
and so on. CGurmeet Ram
Rahim Inzan ran schools for
girls in which they had to eat
rose petals as prasadam on
whicf‘? he walked.

Figures like Asaram Bapo
and Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Insan are serving prison sen-
tences for serious crimes.
The number and influence of
such godmen have grown,
partly due to the rise of reli-
gious politics. This trend is
mirrored glotrally, though it is
particularly pronounced in
India.

The following of these god-

men often stems from the
insecurity and faith of their
fiollowers, who may feel shan-
doned by both God and the
sstem. This combination
ances them from rati
thinking. In coun
less economic and social inse-
curity, the influence of reli-
gion tends to wane, but not
entirely.
In the United States, faith

healers or Televangelists wickd
significant influence aver
their followers, claiming to
cure peaple in the name of
Jesus Christ. While the num-
ber of those cured remains
questionable, these healers
amass enarmous wealth,
owning Caribbean islands
and flying in private jets.

Addressing the influence of
these Babas is a significant
challenge. The Indian
Constitution’s Article 514
emphasises the duty of citi-
zens o develop a scientific
temper and humanism,
which these fake godmen
often ignore. While arganiza-
tions like the Andhashradha
Nirmulan  Samiti  in
Maharashtra work to expose
fraudulent practices, activists
like Dr. Narendra Dabholkar
have paid the ultimate price,

allegedly at the hands of con-
servative groups like Sanatan
Sanstha. Simifur forces were
responsible for the deaths of
Gov Pansare, Gauri
Lankesh, and Professor
Kalburgi. Follawing Dr
Dabholkar's murder, the
Maharashtra Assembly
passed a law against supersti-
tion and miracle cores,

T curb the influence of fake
godmen, a combination of
education, swareness, and
strong legal frameworks is
essential

Fromoting critical thinking
and spiritnal education can
empower individuals to dis-
cern genuine spiritual guid-
ance from deception.
Educational institutions,
community programs, and
media can play a crucial role
in spreading awarcness about

the characteristics of false
Eurus and the dangers of
lind faith. Encouraging open
discussions shout spirituali-
ty and ethics can hclppcnplc
recognise the difference
between authentic spiritual
leaders and charlatans.
Additionally, it is crucial to
strengthen laws and regula-
tions to hold fraudulent god-
men accountable. Publicsing
such cases can also serve asa
warning to potential victims,
Ultimately, by encouraging
inquiry, supporting
victims, and ensuring justice,
society can reduce the influ-
ence of fake gndmen and
safeguard the integrity of
spiritual practices.
(The writer is a freelance
writer, social activist and
business coach; views
expressed are personal)
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Narrowing the divide

Banks need to adjust to lower margins

oth Union Finance Minister NeraJ.a Sitharaman and Reserve Bank of

India (RBI} G | conpern over the

wide gap between creditand dc'pnsltgmwm in the banking system. In fact.

Mr Das has been categorically pointing out this anomaly in his public

Forinstance, inthe staternent announcing policy decision

fast week, he noted that altemnative investment avenues seemed Lo be becoming

mare retail e, resulting in challenges for banks on the funcding

frant. C 1y, nd on shirt- rrotuil funds and other instru-

ments to meet the incremental credit growth demand. This cen expose the banking

system tostructural liquidity Sssurs. Deposit growth has been trailing lending growth

for some Hme, with potential systemic csuse snd effect. Om their part, as reported

bw this newspaper on Wednesday, some banks are adopting innovative strategies to
attract deposits.

It remains to be seen how such measures would work in bridging the gap, In
the last financial year, for instance, while credit expanded at about 20 per cent,
deposit growth lagged at about 14 per cent. The gap was also highlighted in the
RBI's latest Financial Stability Report. This trend is reflected inthe credit-deposit
ratio, which has increased since September 2020, It peaked at 788 per cent in
D 2023 betore ing to 76.8 per cent at the end of March 2024,
The eatio is particularly high among private-sector banks, Although there have
been instances of divergence lasting about 2-4 years, both the finance minister
and the RBI governor have done well to highlight the issue end nudge banks to
take cormective action.

While there is mo fmmediate risk to the banking system, the reasons for diver-
pence and what could be done before it becomies a bigger problem are worth debating.
With the rocovery in the economy after the pandemic, the inorease in credit growth,
which is higher than the nominal gross domestic product (GDF) growth, is under-
standable. However, there could be a variety of reasons responsible for lower deposit
growth. Households might heve shifted to other avenwes as the RBI kept anegative
real policy rate for a while to support the econonmy. The better perfformance of the
Indian stock merket in recent years could also have attracted houschold savings.
Another reason coulkd be the decline in incremental net financial savings in the
houscholdsector, The latest svailable dats showed that it fell to 2 rmilti-decade low
of B3 per cent of GDP in 2022.23,

“Whike the recovery i fal savings remains critical for the econ-
oy at lange. banks can do more to atiract additionsl savings. The net interest
margin of schieduled commescial banks at the end of March was 16 per cent. Given
the competition for funds, banks would have to sacrifice & bit on the 1 front to

Jobs & growth: Good
news and bad news

Our potential for decades of high growth demands the creation of
millions of high-quality jobs in labour-intensive industries

onry by 2047 A "developed”, or high-Income,

country has & per capitn gross domestic prod-
uct (GOF) above $14,000, about five times higher than
our current level of $2,700. Getting there demands
2 per cent higher rate of growth (8.5 per cent) forthe
next quaner-cenwury than we are achieving now (8.5
per cent). Growth and jobs are linked. As countres
develop, the most dramatic growth driver isthe move-
ment of people from Icrw-prod‘u:md.wsglm]mrel:m
higher productivity ocoupat i

O urasplration i to become a developed econ-

en. And each vear should see a movement of 1 per
cent of the workiorce from agriculture to manufac-
turing and services. This again scunds modest, but
repeated over 23 years has a great impact. We do not
know just how many people live in rural areas. The
2011 census said 70 per cent. Glven the hugely delaoyed
2021 census, an educated guess would put the raral
population today at around &0 per cent, with most of
the 10 per cent who have migrated heading tosrmaller
toWwns, not the meteos.

This projection is news. New entrants to the

in
and services, When a farmer's child migrates and
goes to work for Zoho In Chennak, Zomato In Pune,
or Taza Electronics in Bangalore, the jump In family
eammings directly shows in GDF. More income mukt)-

plies mugtmemonumyumefamﬂyhemm

lnbowr force and a sh"f?la:wwimm farming direcely
add to GDP. The Survey also shows that the most
vibrant job growth has been inconstraction and what
it cals the fexi-sconomy, contractual jobsin loglstics
and contract labowr in firms. Our jobs in construction

hall

ything from
Consumption has been our driver of GDE gwwth inr
thee kast 50 years. Equally, when we see reverse migra-
thon from cities to viflages. economic growth suffers.
Orver the lass four years, we have addad
v mifllion |obs in agricaltore and infor-
mal nurl self-employed services. We
naed tosee decadas of migration from
low-productivity rural eccupations to
higher produwctivity urban ones; the
reverse trend we have recently seen
reflects a failure of development.
Last month's Economic Survey tells
us that of pur total workforce of 565
million, 46 per cent work in agrioul-

4 .

are heayil ual, The ruction and flesxd-
]nbsnrenntgea(jbbﬁ. but they are much more pro-
ductive and pay a lot more than the agricultural jobs
they replace. Eight million more manufacturing and
service jobs would add betwean
three-quarters and a per cent to
GDP growth for esch of the next 23
vears. That will bridge half the gap
e becoming rich enough to count
a8 developed economy by 2047

That's the good news. The bad
news is that we have never created
8 million non-farm jobs in one
year. The survey polnts to the
potential in agri-processing and

ture, 11 per cent in manufacturing, 13 u 7 thie care economy. Both are worthy
per cent in construction, and 29 per I"D‘A s mnin' sectors with much need, but we
cent in services such as trade, hotels  NAUSHAD FORBES must o further.

Agriculture employs 46

dttract deposits and keep thelrbalance sheets more stable, Private banks are usually
in abetter position to do this bocause of higher interest margins. However, a bigger
and lang-term isue is that of a sustained high general povernment Budget deficie
To keep the borrowing costs down, banks are expected to keep a part of deposits in
licpuid assctsormainly povernment bonds. fvely reducing this requirement
wrill allow intemest mtes toakign o and supply of savings and encoursge
household savings. Since this process roquires large economic adjustments, it may
not happen anytime scon. For now, banks will need o adjust to lower mangins and
oifer higher deposit rmtes.

Rural aspirations

India needs equitable growth

th & youth population of 378 million, India is one of the youngest

matians in the world st present, Two-thinds ofthis youthfiol demeographic

reside in rural areas, which scoount for 70 per cent of the nation’s total

population, but contribute enly sbout 46 per cent to the country's
pross domestic product. A significant 80 per cent of the rural workforce 15 engaged
in agriculture and allied activities. Given the dr:mngxaph]l: tnd economic context, it
s imperative to thoroughly 1 the asp 15, of and status of
this segment. In this context, a recent report '&mufﬂuml Youth Employment
20247, launched by Chief Economic Advisor WV Ananthe Nageswaran, could be
useful. Prepared by the Development Intelligence Unit with other organdsations,
the report is based on a survey of 5169 young people across 21 states,

The report indicites that a substantial majority — 75-80 per cent of the current

in theiremploy itumition, with many express-
inga desire for self-employ However, they ter bes suchas limited
socess to financial resource from immediate family members,
and insufficient technical knowhow. Young women primarily prefer salaried gov-
emment jobes, but many end up managing small businesses. Further, a concerning
insight is that a significant proportion of the youth sged 18-25 years {around one-
fourth) who have never been emploved express no aspisation tojoin the workforce.
e puslb]r_' txp'lnnaﬂun could be the challenging state of the rural Loonomy., par-
ticularhy srtunities in pon-farm sectors, whicl
voung people from seeking employment.

Additionally. &s Dr Mageswaran highlighted during the report Isunch, extensive
expenditure on social schemes might also play a role in dissuading youth from
actively seeking jobs. This ohservation aligns with recent findings in the United
States, where a similar pettemn hes been noted, underscoring the need for policy-
makers to closely examine the issue to understand its implications and addness the
underying tively, Another
respondents preforred to find work in or close to their village, even whin income
wias 2030 per cent lower. This preference is rationsl, considering the additional
oosts associated with working in urben centres, such as higher living expenses and
commiuting costs.

Therefore, to resolve this isswe, the report recommends bringing the economy
tnthevillage people by planning labowr absorption at the district level. Thisapproach
has been tested in two nural districts— Ramparh in Jharkhand and Barwani in
Madhya Pradesh — with early impact already benefitting over 500000 youth scross
these districts. This also shows why economic opportunitics need to be spread
meross the country, A few urban centres driving economic activity can have limita-

tions. Besides, given the constraints of civic bodies in India, the carrying capacity of

large cities has not improved significantly over the years. Lebour absorption is
crucial, requiring the development of opportunities in both entrepreneurship and
employmient across farm snd non-ferm sectors. A renewed focus on investing in
infrastructure, skill development and financial services could significantly bolster
nnorand micm enterprises. Such investments would support industries like textiles,
footwear and food processing, long with other semi-skilled tades, thus boosting
the rural economy,

1t finding is that over 60 per cent of

per cent but produces 18 per cent of
our GDE We de not need so many in agricolture.
Romantic notlons of an Idyllic rural life aslds, most
farmers would prefer tomiove away. We could produce
as much food as we do now with & quarter as many
farmers and little change in techinology. Looking for-
ward, the survey makes & powerful case for creating
R mLILInn non-agrculturel jobs & year. It makes a ser
assumpeions. Men's labour force par-
uclpalion will stay where It Is, at 54 per cent {3 low
rate by international standards), Women's ibour force:
participation will incresse by 1 per cent a year, from
27 per cent (about the lowest in the world). That may
sousd modest, but the last 30 years show that we
have done very poorly in creating wrban jobe for wom-

This year's Budigat tries three
ways to incentivise job crention in
extsting firms: Subsidizing the firss month's salary.
providing the provident fund contribution of Arms
for new employees during thedr first two years, and &
large internship programme with & modest state
stipend. All these are useful, and will support firms
that are already hiring people. Whether they will
prompt firms to hire more people k= another question.
Twould suggest a different approach. one that focuses
on Inbour-intensive industry (also tourism, but that's
for another column),
The Economic Survey shows where we empluy
peopka in our Bactories (see rmhlE). A
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JOB DISTRIBUTION

Tentiles and apparel
Food produts
Metals
hutodtranspart
themicals & pharmaceuticals
Mathinery

Aubber & plastics

Other nan-matalfic minerals
Coamputers, elecronics, elc E j I
({thers 7 16
Satlice: Fiosemic Sumy

factories {defined, in Edison-era terms, asemploying
over 10 people using power of 20 peop]enntusing
power]. The remaln thl It
‘prises, But it faa reasonable asumption tha factories.
comatitute the modem hswe should
be after, Where can they be?

‘Three manufacturing sectors can create jobs by
the million: Apparel, food, and electronic assembly,
Our apparel sector has long Ished with litthe
attentlon pald to k. Let's talk to them and ask them
what it would take toscale by o factor of ten. Just as
we have artracted Foxconn to India, Jet's try to do the
same with Ll and Pung, the workd's largest apparel
company that indirectly employed 1 million people
In China. A large garment factory In Bangledesh
employs 30,000 - 50000 peaple; in Indla, It |s only
3000 - 5000, What would help them grow? Design
and technotogy? Skills on the shopfloor? Tariff-fres
access to markets through free-trade agreements?
Laboarr reform? Hirlng seasonal labour more easily?

In food processing. we are gtill o small player by
International stundards. We grow over 20 per cent of
the frult and vegetables in the world bue process,
Deloizte tells us, 4.5 per cent of our fruit and 27 per
cent of our vegetables. We could dominate world mar-
kets for hath.

El

by b= 0 new Weare
fAratly seaing large Iabour-intensive factoeles being
st up by Tata Ebectroniies, Foxconn and Pegatron,
Set up under the production lnked incentive (PLI}
schenve, electronics assembly & the only one of the
14 Pl sectors that is lsbour-intensive, Machining
{Phone cases, assembling phones, knitting garments
and processing oranges may not be as glamorous as
drones and semiconductors. But unlike drones and
semiconductors, these activities can employ millions.
An effective jobs strategy demands a sectoral forus
on labour-intenslve industries.

b becanarshul . e wrier scachaironan

Of the &0 milllon {11 per cent of 565 million) people
employed in manwfacouring, fust 17 million work in

Revising the consumption basket

ood inflation continues to be In the news. A
research article published in the Reserve Bank
of indin's (RBI) January 2024 monthly bullesin
made & strong case for understanding the behaviour
of food inflation and why it needs to be taken into
account fiw the conduct of monetary policy. Speaking
after the meeting of the Monetury Polloy Committes
In August 20624, the Governor uh‘.be REI nplnecllhal

to the REL, which & mandsted to target an inflation
rateof 4 percant, phaormlm:sl]:eloem_ ‘The higher
the inflation,
rate or yields Inmesemm:lary debe market. Further,
with the incluslon of Govemment of India bonds in
the JE* Morgan Government Bond Index-Emerging
Muarket, there Is Increased plobal interest in India's
macroeconomic indicators. The CPI s also constructed

anfru,l'ur o
I " I 1ntie Aspiest
Cemtre, L. His berck,
i perCalifas
nentsoft d hasket. Tt w2 0f beverages

and processed food has crept up steadily over time. In
202223, ftsshare in the overall rural and urban MPCE
was 962 and 10164, respectively, compared o 24 and
H.03 per cent in 2009-10, Henoe, BoCUrate MEasUe-
ment of the price of conked mezls and smacks pur-
chased s now axtremiely Important. For the Gt thime,
In both rural and urban Indis, the share of beverages

oot Infatl " Forrea-  for each Indian state and major urban centres, The food inthe ‘hasket is more
tlEned below, on fiood CHf basket inflation i ftheund-  thanthesh milkand milk products.
becomee mave nuanced once the consumption basket  verse of househnolds covered in HCES, Subiect toavall-  Inurhan Indis, the share of spending on cereals, veg-

i revizad In line with the patterns
observed In India's Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey
(HCES) 2022-23,

‘The consumption basket
“The consumer price indax (C81) is the
ratio of the value of consuming a
fixed basket at today's prices to that
of the same basket at a past referance
period, known as the "base year™. To
ensure meaningful cross-country
comparlsons of inflatlon rates,
National Statistical Offices around
the world, Including India, follow the manuals on
censtructing and revising important Indices,
Inchuding the CPL prepared by the Intersecretariat
Working Group on Price Statistics {IWGPS), which
Includes mulsilateral Instinstions as members.
The current (P hasket reflects the consumption.
pattemn ohserved in HCES 201112 With the release of
data from HCES 3022-23, the basket of goods whose
prices would be tracked will be revised. The raral CF
basket comprises the following groapes: Food and bev-
ernges, pan, tobacco and Intoxdesnts, dothing and
footwear, fuel and lght, and Untlke
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ability of data, it is possibla to con-
struct CPI for sub groups of
population lke the elderly who
[ ) haveadifferent consumption bes-
*{ ket, or construct an index based
# 4 onoaline prices.

Changeiin the food basket

j Over the perfod from 201812 to
& i 2022-23, the share of food In

manthly per capita consumption

expendiure (MPCE) declined

from 5250 to 46.38 per cent in

rural and from 42.62 to 3017 per
cent inurban India. In rural Indiz, the share of cereal
declined from 169 to 469 per cent and palses and
pulse products from 2,76 10 137 percent over this perd-
od. In urhan Indis, the share of cereal declined from
661 1o 362 per cent and pulses and pulse products
from 193 to 121 per cent in the same perlod. Because
housedolds got free rce, wheat and coarse grains from
the public distriburion system (PDS), the decline in
walue share was more pronounced than the deciine in

etables and fruit Is comparable fix that of beverages
and processad fiood. This implies that any discussion
on food inflation will no longer have a singular focus
onthe prices of fruit end vegetables.

Devillics Inthe details
Chapter 11of TWEPS' manual isworth o read, as it alks
tackling muny intevesting scenarios —such as
free ftems, seasonal products that are iImported when
out of season, intermet purchases, owner-occupted
housing services, second-hand poods. and own-
account production, What is the price of an Rem that
Is part of the (1 basket but ks provided free to the
households? Since food grains are distributad for free
through the PDS, their weight will be distributed 1o
the other pald cereal ftems in proportion o the fmpar-
tance of each of themn. Inthe future, if consumption
from PDS is no bonger free. the redistribution of the
wedghts to other cereal items will be discontinued.
However, it is far from obvious how one showudd account:
forthe recefprof free health services under government:
schemes or free education. Many judgement calls will
g0 into the revision of India's CPI basket and In detar-

quantity consumed. In 202233, & person
%!gmsﬂlgn(oemlsmmnlanduman India,

tha rural CPL the urban CPI basket includes honsing
rent. The revised P basket will reflact the conswmp-
ton patterns evident in HCES 2022-23,

Importance of CPL
Measuring inflation precisely is of utmost importance:

i by, v & monith, d 10112 and 93 kg
n 208112, E.-wen that the share of items consumed
frea from PDS In the index is (.80 in rural India and
025 In urhan India. there ks no reason to expect that
consumption from the POS would have any effect on
Inflation per sa.

It bs exqually bnportant o focus on other compo-

Maostof Ms Dixles feldwork was

miningthe sources wice information will
be collectad. Whather it 1s the BB, bond traders, or
foredgn investors, they need 1o pay attention o how
each oog in the CH wheet will be fine-tuned.

Thewritersare. respectively, preyfessnr, bndira Gasidhi
Resnarch, Mubai, i
directon "—' & Martional
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Just another brickin the wall

BOOK REVIEW
NEHA KIRPAL
ew Delhi-based Independent

fournalist Neha Dixitsdebut
bmk T)‘JeMﬂrlnyw:o,fsmﬂ Xis

afterthevarlousic are

pularthen.

Nglﬂghtedth)u@lthﬂdlrfemmhhs
that she did — and the many livesthat
shelived within them. “Froma
charterbox wholoved flms, music,
colours, she had becomean Irritahle,
bittes, quict womanwho kept to herself”
writes Ms Dixiz

s Dixdr provides a dch backdropto
Sweda’sstory, supplementingtt with
facts and detalls ghout important
histordceventsthat were taking place in
Indka at that polnt intime. Throughthe
story, ome encotnters avaried castof
character

the story of
worklng- dasswnmnn.Ryedz)! moved
from Varmnasi to Delhi with her husband
and threechildrenafierthe riots
triggered by the demolition ofthe Babrd
Masfid. A poormigrant in Dethi, she
fageled multiplejobe a day, and moved
from Chandni Chowkto Sabhapuro
Karnwal Nagar.

Withover 50 jobsin almost 30 years,
worklng more than 16 hours aday, she

policemen. cheerful home-based
womenworkers and gau rakshaks.
Other issues that find plece inthe book
include demonetisation, protests
againat the Citiwenship (Amendment)
Actand Natbonal Registerof Cltizens,

the heorrd fic Nithar case, “love fihad ™ and

J'hls,]n:z sense mkesmeh:d(we-
openingnot just forSyeda’s story ut also
thatofEndia. particularly Delbd, nthe lass

thatithardly everls.” Ms Dot points out.
Havingstudied tlll ¢lass & Syedawas.

muarred off at the ageof 15 to Akmal in

1984, "Svedarealised that the onlywayto

conducted in factories, police stations,

markets, reliel camps, cous, hospitals,

mgds, Industrinl arezs shims, highways,
h d

getany ir was
toges married and become a mother.” Ms
Didt polntsoat. Within avearof

marriage, asonwas born to herwhenshe

colonies among other public places.
Many of the events described inthe book
—such s disparate wages paid to the

slgnificant stake initwas bought by ablg
corporation. Thereatter, she reported

[ vinler
aress, organised and unorgandsed
sectors, during perlods of communal
viokence and within domestic spaces,
Duringthis tinve, she met and integacted
witha numberof Dalit. Muslim, Adivast

i s Day

threedecades — puseenthroughtheeyes | wasonlyle This byancther | informal the and athar 2 LN
| pocenigr boyandaglrl. Like most d aprivateclinic and chroniclingtheirexperiences,

come tothe city, never toretum. “ltshows b}@des:mmmsuu: Frequent detention After the Dethi dotsin2020, Ms Dixdt's
the macrochanges inIndiathrougha tobea*sad drank" ofthepoor in police visitsto Karawal Nagar in northeast Dethi
microdens. Syeda’slifielsa portaltoa putting most of the . THEMARY LVES stations for Increased. Durlng this time, she beganto
lharsh, often brutal. wordd hidden swey burden of anning b OFSYEDAX:The  guestioning—do bezzalked for over five monthe, recefving
iromelite Indians, I s the gory of unteld the house and S | Storyofan nothave public incessant acid-attack and gang-rape

{anaccol lifiel. lookingafter the any Unknown Indian s threats for her fearless reporting on the
New India™ Ms Dixit writes. childrenonher. t‘ Author: ‘With several rotsand Hindu supremacist

Thehookbegins(n Varanast, where Syedalsa e\ Jehaiie natlonal and organisations. Aftes hundradsof
Syeda's father. Kashid, worked as azares composite P Lt threaten a
weaver. Later, hebegan gina I d e Tuggernaut tohercredit overthe beeak-In atempt at her howse, *Therels
Mautanki, apomﬂ.nnravd.llnglheaue Froum Ms Dixlt's Syeda X <303 years, itishardto anunequalspace where you are always
thatincorpe dsinging A BRI ages: belleve that Ms Dixit supposad toglve, yowars s woman.. As
andorginated inthe early twentiesh I'hebuuk whichtook = Price: ¥799 had neverread a AWTan you aresupposed o baa
century. In 1973, Syada wasborn. When nineyesrsio non-syilabus full- permanent victim Mevera heroor
shewas nine, Rashid dled. Afterher complets, 1 the result lznath English ook survivor" Thatis hnw Eadiowall, oneof
imother'sdeath noane ofher 1swith il Drelbd thech heboak, somewhat
WRIEEL her “resgxmsibﬂbty" peupae— ‘acombiration of hundreds of University's Miranda House, where she sumsup itsessence,

18 by varlo
organisations. As the story moves along,

still ended uf bysmal wages. In
fact, each ofthe beok's chaptersis named

thapre hmany
quctes g well st lyrics of Ballywood

a=

"It i Ll

akay i ing
anlndkungid all her childhood that her
parents’ house lnot hers. Her husband's
home issupposed tobe hers — except

0 o9 |

ictured interviews, group
dlsr:usdnn! informal chats and

completedd o Bachelor's degreein English
|iterature. 'I‘wﬁwyﬂussms!ﬁ guit the

Thee reviweris o frevlarce wriler b in New

structured questionnalres.” she explal

inthe Author's Note,
o9 o0

mexdiah hich

anlnvestigative journalist when a

@ )

Dehi, art. cultire, travel,
ruerde o theatre
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INDIAN EXPRESS 18 NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T 15 A MISSTON,
- Ramnath Goenka

BENGALURU MUST BE
MADE MORE LIVEABLE
WITH SUSTAINABLE PLANS

ENGALURL, which has a high concentration of ITcom-

purdes and selentifle institutlons, ks nevitably troubled

when it raing, Life gobs paralysed, parts of the ity get

fooded, roads ineluding Ovovers boeome sieems,

hormes get indited, wderpasses threaten to bocome
cheasth traps for motorbats, trees get uprooted, and the traffic
terrible pven when [t does not raln—breaks s own conges-
o meeords Thiore wad 52 nun of eadn in the early hours of
Monduy which brought the eity to o halt and left four sehool
Tedeks el two s injureed from tree falls, About the mpoct
of flooding on the traflie, the less sald the better, This §s the
sorry stitie of Indins 1T capital, one of ks most global clilos,

Huarnatakin Deputy Chiel Minkstor 1 K Shiviumig who bs
wlso minister for Benguluro dovelopeoent, horps on develop.
Irig Brand Bengalura, But seeling his project taking oft s dif
fleult even nfter he hos been in offieo for more than a year.
Opposition parties and a large sectlon of eltbens blame the
sperding on e gunrastees— ey 60,000 crore i year—For
thw Inckof funids preventing some dream projects from seelng
the Hght of day Urban experts have blamed the fooding on
mindless concratlantion. They demand removal of encroach-
s ol Ladeis and stormwator dralng, and of consteuetiond
obstructing the natural paths of rlnwater They advocate
feallonw g i the Footsteps of Shanghad, which realised its mis-
tuke of high concretisation and launched the ‘sponge clty’ inl-
thntbve of roplackng conerets with pormeahls pavermonts and
Imiproved gresn cover to nllow water to dealn into the goll,
Thir surge i Bengaluro's voputation as an 17T hub has fae

outpaend the Infrnstructure growth needed to sustaln o elty
expanding In every direction, It got congested despite the
expanslon, Unfortunstely, government actions— | rrespective
of which party ruled—addid (o th eity's woes. For eompli,
thi now-kndimous Hobbial (yover, meant bo solve traffic prob-
e ot o ey Junetion on the road connecting the ety with
Is Internatlonal aleport, has Itsell tursed intoa “meother of
all bottlonecks™, Tho bsuesasily gots pollticksed. But now, ('
s b0 sink all political diffsronces and come togethor with
experts o not anly make Bengadueo |veable smnd sustunnble,
bt also to remove the blemdbsh on s global reputation.

STOPATTEMPTS TO TEAR
KERALA’S SECULAR FABRIC

HE secular payche of Kerals has watched two mecent

divelopments with trepidation. Both had Muslim giel

students on one sido and Christian institutions on the

other, One ineldont started with a few g students in

A central Keeabs college demanding o special room to
alfier nami. The lssue escalated as the eollege managemont
refusedd o yiedd to the demursd, say ing it could allow the stu-
dints togtep out to peay In nearhy mosguoes. But convention-
ally, mosques do not allow women toenter: Things gol more
agitated with some Muslimgroups supporting the students’
rlhit to pray Though all political student groups including
SFLand KSU initlally supported the students, they changed
thdr tumnes sensing that the general sentiment in the state
wits agalnst the demand. The students withdeew thelr de-
miatul after Muslim rellgious leaders intervened,

Haruly two wieks lator, a slmilar sluathon oeciiered 1na
Catholie sehool nearby This time, twi parents approached the
prknetpal demanding thme and space for thelr child o aoffer
namag, Thelr argument wis thit they were from i conserva:
ave fumily bn which [ was Important (o pray regulacly When
e sehool refused, the parets inslstod an phoking up thedr kid
overyday and taking b toon moague, But e management
vefused permiss o, stating it would affiect the institution's
{imings and diseipline. They also cited the Kerala education
eiabes, which allow worshlp Hene for Mualin students bn pubilie
sitinals anly on Fridays, The bseoe bs el on e boll.

Thwse dovelopments are worrying bocause they bring ek
mernorkes of the infamous hand-chopping Incldent—o pecm-

nent tear an the collective secular b of’ the state, Rellglous
Tanntles belonging o the now-banned PFI chopped off the
hands of & Malaynlam professor teaching in o Catholie institu.
o for naming a charscter Mohammed in a gquestion peper,
Such incldents are cleady nstigated by o few with vested in
ferests, Bul they put the enthre Mushim community under o

spEee i loaen, understand wnd ovolve—a spaes where o chmi
would hopedully get to know people from other culbuees Ina
state wheee each rellghon bs politically and fin
s powerful o8 the others—a rarclty in the national context-

attempts to vitlate learning spaces must be ndpped at the bud,

MICROATTENTION TO PLASTICS
’& stuedy has found fibres, pellets, ims and fongments of

mleroplaates 1 salt and sugar brands commonly avall

nble neross the country, Toxies Link, the Dolb-based
NGO that published the Anding, testod 10 types of salt and
flve types of sugar and found microplastios skoed betwesn
0.1 and G mm e all of them, Flasthe traces bive been found
carlior in other kinds of food, but this |5 the flest link with
Igrodlents as essentianl o8 salt and sugue Microplistles can
harm reproductive systems, impelr learning and Increasy
e sk of eardlovasculnr diseases. The government must
sitaurt bncdustry-wide consultution to make our food safe from
plasties before I couses o health erisks,
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OOKING ut the state of the no-
tiom after 77 yours of independ.
ence, 1 will start by conceding
that, compured with their par-
ents and grandparents, mil-
L of Indlans are mueh bet-
ter o today Many travel to far
continents, build second or even third
Tieimes 10 Ind i for themselves snd their
fumilies, and do other things thelir fore-
Toars could not have imagined,
urt of the picture, Gi
mer parts reveal galloping uner
mant, young people commitiing subeide,
a frantlc search for jobs anywhare in the
wearlel, e irwar sone, snd other hurt-
ful realities. Lot me highlight two trou:
ling fantures that get poor notie
The firat is Indin’s silence, “What?"
Surely Indin is livaly, busiling, nolsy! OF
courss it |5, nod much of the audible en-
argy s hanrtening, Some sllences are pd-
mirable, too, Through meditation and
yorga, some Indipns not only tronscend
unwideome sounds, they fnd spiritual nd-
vance, Yot there ks s disturbing silence,
Tapeak of the sllenee from platforms
of prestige when hatred and contempt
townrds partheular groups of people is
openly stdvocated, when the supremacy
of thestrong mnd the humilistion of (he
‘weak are brocenly demuanded, and when
even murder b explicltly nuked fon
[ used to hesr such polsonous calls o
Tomyg time ago, Thist was n 1946 and 1947,
when [ wasn boy of 11 or 12, Growing up
I Delhi snd going to school there, 1
Treathiod the fumes of' fury md folly that
accompanbed te partition of what then
wiis the husge undivided provinoe of Pun-
Jabuntil fts August 1047 split into Indin's
East Punjub and Paklston’s Wast Punjal
(Lator, Rast Punjsh weuld split info Pum-
Jab, Harysna and Himachal )
In redative terms, Bemgal, l11uuuly oth-
e provine: that wis cut into two halves,
v fwer killings in 147, thirough Bang.
Tndesh’s liberntion strogele ol 19671 would
TRl CArTARE
Ty pustairn to my baoyhiood In 1084647, 1
alsn hanrd thiose coalls of vonam belng im-
maodiately and fearlessly donounced,
aberve all by Mahatma Gandhi, but alse
Ty other remnrloable leaders e Jowaha:
rlal Nehrw, Sardar Patel, Moulina Azad,
Rujuji, Rujenclea Prossd, Sarojind Naidu,
Jaynprakuesh Marayan and Amrit Kaur
In Oetobor 1946, whens Noskhall, now
part of Bangladesh, erupted with Hindus
s vietima, Gandhi wont there to stund,
walk and live with the Hindus, To Noa-
kehnti's Muslims be spoke the Blunt truth,
From Monkhall, he went o Bilar, whare
Muslirns wera the vietims, Gandbi wallwd,
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Thaugh same Indians have prospered 77 years after independence,
there has also been an alarming increase In hatred We need
leaders who speak up for everyonie including nelghbours

THE DEAFENING
SILENCE OF A
NOISY NATION

RAIMOHAN GANDHI

stood and smys! with Bihar's Muslims,
e spoke buntly to Bilnr's Hinduos,
Septembar 1MT, when Delhi saw
vinlenee, Nohro snce stormed out of his
povernment vehicle on s road closs to
whiere [ was growlng wp, He pan ints the
rioters and told (hem: "HIE me fieat be-
Fure you hit a helpless Muslm."
ot seelng or hearing snything even
remotely like that in the last 10 yoars
from leaders of the government in New
Delhi, Thave felt hugely ket doven and alao
profoundly sad. Moreover, the ladsrs
extrnordinary silence in face of’ threaten:
Ing speseh snd oppressive conduet has
boen matched by a similar silence, or
even open approval, on the part of oth-
ers, including among those who control
TV channels and newsprpers, The men
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of prestige who oceupy Hinduism's reli-
hous platformes heve also stayed mum,

My second disturbing reality is the
popularity of the ‘eurse thy neighbour’
doctrine, This dootrineg s fervently
prenchied within India for relationships
hetween stntes, betweon regions within
o wiwte, wnd between mdjscent caste oe line
fuistic groups. 1t [s not easy to think of
o governments of nelghbouring stutes
b Iesilin thast endoy o high degres of mu-
tual trust and rospect,

This cosetring of lmithog amy warmth
far the nelghbour is also often kept in
mind, though seldam openly spelt out,
when It comes to India's relations with
adjagent countries,

Isn't it astonlshing that our snckent
land, 5o Fleh i wisdom, and blessed with

FOLLOWING THE FAR-RIGHT
FLIGHT PATH IN BRITAIN

¥ rocent experiones of the sup-
posedly defunct 1ish De-
lenes Lengun (KDL was a soli-
ey white male deaped in the
Tl of St Ceorge, the patron
saint of England, who glew-
ered nf antl-racism demonstra-
tors gathered in front of him in the
Finchley subur of North London,

The EDL is one of several far-right [s.
lnmaphobic groups blamed for instigat-
Im thees recent wive of rackat riots, Their
single Finchley supporter who dared o
show his fues but refused fo give his
nmme wits the only EDL nctivist prepared
10 show up for a planned march outside
an asylum opened a short distance from
whire | Hve, Char nedghbours are s mix ol
two other Indian fimilies, severn! white
Engglish eouples, n Brazilinn, two Irand-
ang and a blaclk couple,

Last weok, we smailed each other to
steer elear of the planned EDL protest on
August 7 that threstoned a repeat of the
K- weide riots that eruptod after an et of
random violence in Southport whem 17
yourr-olel teonager was charged with stab-
bing thres young girls mnd injuring sev.
ernl others at a holiday exmp learning the
dlance routines of pop ster Taylor Swift.

COur amai] exchanges highlighted typi-
ol Il el fears, = Pleaso lump safe pvery

on have no words”, Ilss‘zl
worry o A these peaple among us"
responded (o the shoelcdng wive of mind-
s vt viel Irmvieed mt asy] |
ars, but also at blacks and Asians lumped
together as 'Pakis' (Pakistanis), Shops
waere vandnlised, cars and buildings st
o e mnd mosques surrousnded by gangs
chanting “we want eur eountry back" in
yrvore thim 20 citles norosy the UK
Bt wes b nothing o fear The man in
St Goorge's flag was far outnumbered by
counterprotestors who seemed foomerge
from nowhere, comverging in frontal an
Afphan market with beartwarming plie-
ards that declared, “Immigrants wel-
ey, raeiats not!” and "Hope, sot hate™,
They were backed up by o barpe posse of
palice, supported by PM Keir Starmer
v senjor minisers. Starmes's warning
that extremists tnling to the strests
wonalel Fven “thie full foves of the law™ was

SHYAM BHATIA

n country devastated by the Second
World War, Few felt welcome and right-
wing politicians like Enoch Powell wers
quick to pxplolt concarns of’ the majority
white commnity that they eould soon be
overwhelmed. A former minister and
ME Powell's infamous speech in 1960
stokixd racinl twnsiong " 1 look nhead,
Lo filled with foreboding: ke the Ro-

Racism has been a part of British
it for & long time., As the type

of immégrants fiocking Into the
former colonial power has changed,
50 has the flavour of bigotry. The
recent rlots across the country also
shivw that mare people come out
agalnst suchviolence today

s, 1 sesern toseethe river Tiber foam-
g wiith much blood”,”

Swor nfter, ha was the Jeynots spenler
at wnother event simed st university stu-
dents. Hulfway through the spesch, his
wift In the audience turned to moe and
aniel, “Fdon’'t know why people siy Enoch
s racist, He renlly Joves Tndinns,” It wia
almost impossible to explain to Ms Pow-
oll el othees Lk her how it felt to be st
thee shawrp end of recist oanty,

At my uchool in Reading, whore | was

Foitroe oy raar aciion af e X bl
1 Londen an i ot of ety st e

A

of meporting from Belfast in 1992, My
nows e foor n London sent mo to the capl-
til of Northern Ireland to roport the un-
el Orarsge Dy marekis that commem
orate the victory of Protestnt King
Willinm of Orange over Catholic King
slamas [1 These rascous evenis, fuelled by
plenty of sleohe], often turs ouf 1o be ex.
cueses for Lushing out at the minority Cath-
olie community of Northern Ireland.
Whan heacies of o rally spotied me on
the fringes writing notes, they suddenly
trned on me. Al T remember are the
shouts “CGrab the coon™ as | ran as fast as
1 eotihed el hid ender e cash counter of
o nearky newspaper shop A handful of
i murech s cami bsokingg, sven banging
thalr wiy Inte the shop, bt fortunately
Tnlled to spe me cowaring botween the logs
of the shopkeeper and his cosh machine
Sinee those early days, when workers

% from South Aximand West Inclbes arrived

In relatively small numbers, kept thelr
homds down and svoided eye contact with
whites, the nature of immigration has
changed, The South Asian immigrants
of the 16 were followed by large num-
Biers of bettor-adueated mnd more pros.
perous Hast Alrican Indlans in the 1560s,
thes Jow-puld Fast Europesns from coun-
tries Hke Polind snd Ulienine and, more
recently, by waves of psylum seehors
Tremm thae Middle Enst, ineluding Afghani-
stmm, Trmg, Syrin and Libyn,

Currenily, nn estbmated § milllon foe
algn-born UK resldents account for 14
pereent of the population med about 0
pereent are non-UK chiizens, The esuli-
ingg pregsurs on subsidised services 1ike
health, education, housing and unem-
ploymint sllownnees i misaive,

Such foreigners are nlso ssy mrgets
for Powell's successors—leaders of the
A4 far-right—who use social medin to
falsely elabm migrants and asylum seek.
e have denied the sountry's white de-

No people whose woed for vesterday ls
the sarme as their word for tomoreow can

] be said to have a firm gr Iu o the time quua-

suitnhie guotntions from centuries past
forr vy modern orisls on our globe, has
w0 complitaly forgotten the simplest,
shartest and wisest advice that human
Belngn over received, which was to love
your nelghbour ss yourseld?

When, very recently tho people of
Bangladesh rose sgrinst o long spell of
autgerntle rule and compellid the reals-
nathon of a lady who once was o brave
young bero but had gadly ransformed
herself’ into the hesd of & horsh and in-
senaltlve reglme, what was the flrst resge-
than of our government?

Adddrosndng thie Rajya Sobl on August
fi, the Unlon Minister for External Al
fevkrs, S Jatshankar, sald that the govern:
mment wis "monitoring the situstion with
regard to the stntus of minorities” in the
neighbouring country. Jalshankar was
making o perfectly legitimate point.
Bunglackesh's minority Hindus have ron.
sona for anxdety, for the forces that were
demanding Sheikh Hoasina's oustor in.
eluded groups sspousing on ideology
that frightencd Hindus.

But what about Banglsdesh's mujarity
Muslims? Are these close nelghbours of
no concern to us? Does their escape from
autneracy give us no gladness® When
monk Banglsdeshis (includ ing, we can be
sure, many Hindus) opposed the Hasina
government's extraordinary policy of
reserving n truly hofty poresntags of gov.
ernment jobs for the childron and grond-
ehildren of the country's freedom fight-
ors of 171, was the peopla’s opposition
not nutural? Was it not essentisl?

Hingdusiving in Bangladesh, Pakistan,
8rd Lankn, Mywnmar, Nepal, Bhutan and
Afghan bstan do not exhnust our neigh
bourhood, South Asin also contning Mus.
lims. Buddhists, Christians and Sikhs,
and people of other falths, o of no faith,

I 2020, dislike of the Muslim neigh-
o went far encugh for the government
of Haryana o aven change the name of
Farkinbad's Abdul Ghaffar Khan Hospi-
tail. Whi wis Khan Abdul Ghiaffe Khsn?
A clmuntless foe of imperialism and of
partithon, imprigoned by British and Pa-
eimtnd rulers for ntodal of about 3 years,
hie was i Founding father of free Indin
and also of free Pakistan,

Can anly they be neighbours who
speak the linguage 1 spask, or blong to
the caste or rellghon to which | belong?
Dear Pungundranor of the Tamil coun-
iy yoru wihsn fngghit s confuries ago that
“every human is my kinand svery town
my home”, if you can’t be reborn today,
plonse at least invsde the minds of girls
and boys in every corner of India,

(Vieres are persanal)
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Intersax diserimination

Rel: The imndigmity of questianlng female
bty feminimly | Aug 18], 11 13 high tame
Intemational sparts seganisations make way
Tt men, wamen and 180 sgandar peegle is
compete in their own categories, without
diserimimating against those with intesses
charastesisia,
Nalinl Santham Ayyar, Chennal

Sclentific approach
The article 15 thought preoking. bat no
sobution can be apived at unless o sclenfific
process |1 evolved, It s unforfunate that
fermale athletes are the lovers on isvoes
connafed with Interses traits. A long as
there (3 a disparlty in the treatment of sex,
congidering Temates as low, 1his problem
connet b sobved

Arul, Patnyamiottal

Benazir's dream
Rt The otfier chlld of mibdnight e
o grow {hug L&), Even after 17 years of
Independence, Pakistan (s getting entangled
In ||a|qwll| difpmma between the army,

lisks and the elec
Adding, fuel 10 the fire are termr sutfits
operatieg coverily and overily In differen)
names. The late Benagls Bhwtie’s dream ol
modernism n Pakistan may ramaia & mioge
Wentkat Desiian, Chennad

Yunus gesture
Het: Vemus reaches aui fo Hindus, cifes
iatitudional decay for (e vinlenoe [Aug
14]. Bangladush ¢ hiel acviser Mubammad
Yot made a gozd gesture By visiting the
Ohakestwasi temple and urged praglo o
woerclse patlence bifore judging his goverssant,
Thve sl to troubled aseas and cossoling
e tlies subjected o atwncities mill hawe a
uonthing eflect om the viceims,

d

Insurance tax

The present G5T on haalih incurance |s 18
pescent, mhich i3 190 high. Health insurance
taken by an indeviduad i mal 8 lusory, but 8
biesic necessity i these uncertaln times, Even
Lindeen Minister Hitin Gadar| and West Bengal
[ Mamata Bames(ee have solced their iews
on 1l matte,

Jashl, Davanagene

Trump falsehoods

Ref; Namala mane incompetent {han fer boss
e, Trurma delis £lon Muxk (Rug 145, 10 way
na surprisa that Dosald Trume, In o very ene

swiitly followed by prison sentences for — oneof enly two Indion students, gangsef — prived classes of a better L. Finchley
some enrly rioters ranging from 18 white boys would break into singing Bing  and other tnrgotid hotapeds will cont
manths to three years. Crosby's ' dreamibng of o wiiie Chris- o need backup and loeal support for the
Part mid paree] of duily Hie bn the UK, mas”, Funny foe them and bumilatingfor— troubled dmes ahid,
ruednl viokenoe escalated ns people from — ma, it is o memory that still resonnies (Vienws ere persovial)
Tormer colonies Dooded in o help reboill fven more ehilling was an experience {shyarmbhatinfiigmail com)
THENEW INI’IIN EXPRESS
Chairmian af : Mano| Kumar
I of Exgire "'"'""“P‘HB‘II.IE. 1 Express Press, ‘B . Al
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RK
for selection af Ni

sided ¢ with iy ¥ ket
Elon Musk, sdulged In boasteg, makeng
Insulskant tal edaims. uttering falsehnnds and
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In Praise of a More
I'ree Market India

Push for free trade and investment

The freedom India most evidently lacks on the eve of its
T8t Indepondence Day ls thatof itsmarkets, Three deca-
desof reforms initiated and executed by New Delhi have
pushed the state back from most product ive activity The
need now is for the economy to free up its factor markets
for Labeur and land. This particularly tough bit of re-
form cannot be pushed through without bringing thesta-
tes on board, Cooperative faderalism is the necessary
stepping stone in this direction, but it has been elusive,
Thefallout is Indis’s recent burst of economie growth is
stacking the gains in some parts of the country and
among asection of the 1. Uneven development
adids to India’s pre-existing conditions of low incomeand
high unemplevment.

Factor market freedom is vital on two counts, It would
allow greater mobility of Iabourtocities that have become
thi engines of economic growth, 1t wo-
uld also bring down loglstics costs that
dull India’s export competitiveness,
Onee these internal constraints are
addressed, the economy can sel its
sightson the larger objective of emplo-
ying it immense workforee to make
woods for the rest of the world. That is,
if Chinaand automatlon have notalready ralsed thedraw-
bridgeon low-skilled labour-intensive manufactaring.

Indian producers cannot reach seale through domestie
consumption that's limited by persistently low purcha-
sing power and chironiclack of jobs. Exports ave theonly
available alter native and India needs to push for free ra-
deand investment. Bilateral trade treatios deliver bigger
benefits, but need more work to create a patchwork repli-
cating the sealeof market access regional bloes provide,
They also come with expectations among trading part:
nersof afresrcapital market in India. New Dethi still has
itsworkcutout tounify the Indian market by conxingsta-
tes to whittle down land and labour immobility, Tt also
hastoprise open forelgn markets for Indian producers in
order to overcome their competitive disadvantage. This
calls fora ‘freer’ India. Happy Independence Day!

Being Diverse Is to
Be (Politically) Free

Independent India's first liw minister B R Ambedlor often i
gued that the core purpese of the Constitutien was prometing
social Inclusion, Although e focused on easte hlerarchy and
didn't address challenges faced by sexual minorliles, his words
and IhL Copstitution have helped many E!gtn thedr secial, eco-

itical exelusion. The p inlch: hasbe.
en glackal since then, but also prumn-lnu, at times. If the decri-
minnlisation of Section 577 wis one such moment, the moeent
appointment of Anish Giwande, an LGBTG rights activist
and first openly gay person to foin the Indian political landsca:
a5 NCPSPY's national spolesperson 12 another example of
i becoming freer In accepting anid normalising sexual di-
versity, The NCPSE) leadership mist be
s  congratulated for thisappolntment.

( Gawande, who founded Pink List Indio,
a datiilase of politicking supportive of
LGRTQ+ rights, has hiz work cut out,
¢ He'llbe representing the party in the me.

i at the national level, but also sharing
the leadership's views on man ifiestos and
election stratogies, With Mahaiashtea going to the polls later
thiksyear, 1t 1 bea busy frstsemson for him. sPYsdecision
will liopetully. as Gawande says, cascadingeffect, giving

‘gueer kids who feel (hey need to be in the closet the chance to
o gt and dream big". This is no tokenappointment.

Democracy isafragileconstrict, often a messy affai: Tomake
it work—and sustain it—all hands must beondeck, This mei-
nswetive representutional adcitizens indemoceatic institutl:
ons and processes. The quality of democratie proctices— falr
elections, protectionod civil liberties, rule of lnw and affirma-
tiveactions like Gawande®s appointment - matters more.

Whether on Independence Day or
not, we're suckers for free-dom

There IS Something
Called a Free Lunch

Lat's be honest. When vou read and hearall those homilies
today celebrating 7 yenrs of fréedom — from the top of
thispink pageor the ramparisaf the Red Fort— you'renot
really golng to be thinking of freadam fighters or White
people inblack-and-whitefilm reels, butof ﬂmwlumrtlm
Tres-ddom. Not amaneipat

— mio, o, but the ocher varlety ormem l.lmlpllunnme-
mon whiere you canget something free. Don’t you believe the
cymics — o the economists — when they say that there is
nothing called a free lunch, Rubbish! When you're stand-
tngz in front of u sproadof all'wsamnm:, ‘blseuits and cal-
fiewe thist you're not paying sor hit

The Edit Page
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AZADI Both ‘freedom to’ and ‘freedom from' should liberate a still-inhibited 77-year-old India

How to Ex 'oy Independence

ndrajit

ew ipon 4 Bl thers wsed

tobeadisagreenent amang

Inclians. Cie ot thought 1t

uwsbtllt'nmwu b ruled by

aufsiders with reteactable

stakes i India, Thi ofher ot thotghi

that it wisswedl tnlive undera Benim'

mal-beip colonind regime — conabder
i it brougghet Bradia “India’, tho i

¥= the English linguage, among other

ekt oodi s bang as they

conklcary ﬂ1IWI1|llh| fromm business,

3 tolevkston in therun-ap

51947, I'm stare thise wanlk]

Tighiors may hende been v,
airias they, indeed, were inmany news-
papers) for upseting e peace, clog
Rlﬂijlnl e il
roduelny -
50 .,m..m., sl S Qﬁr’
ness-as-sunl
Pro-tiritish :mﬂnﬁ
Rajwalasmuyal
50 hianve had Chelr

mients chitllens:
, to whilt extent be-

LT
weilllng to test the perceived patlence
of the anthordtie by having andicolo
ninl ‘wetinationals' distur the peace
Lt this be thought ns a purely ho-
Kok oo 5 bk | s af the
biggestacany inliving mesmory: the 1943
Bengal Famine, Anestimated 253 mn
Indbans died becose of British wlx‘s
eraide g Wirkd War 2that sa
suriplies diverted to the mi
ety and the urll) Tnsses’ B!I‘
it wasn't just the adminfstration that
exacorbated the probleny’, Local husu-

Freedom's not just another ward for nothing left talose

cupation loft (that we know anly by
hindsight}, these wereencough Indians
who believed fhat things wiadd have
been worse — for them — if India was

From the banal discomfort

of experiencing absent

< sense 1o the horrific
class-caste-religious
discrimination and

' sexual violence,
) “freedom from'’ remains
—"‘“a an unfinished project

aelfrubed. Stockholin syridioe Tas
tropical intecedants. Buteven invery-
Inte: ealonakal lawlia, a catepory of peo
Ple extstod whe belivved in gaining. in
=oclal peychologist Erich Fromm's
wirds, Treedam foony’ freign rube

A thieattendant woes i ising from it

!u

2ht|l|al in Indinz-ruded India, the bal-
anco woulkd uvesignificantly shiftod o
“froedom to' — act, think, do, corn, spe-
:uk |U\|. et Bt we may stifl find our-

even if it's not abways, the key ressan
£ lave ane's own eountry, negardiess
of W s the only country one s
fmeltzenof or ot

Meest al tis ahes bowie hils e T
being & many-delined, many-splendao-
wresd Ehing, For many of us, this ke ls
ropresentational —of particular dish-
e, sa0gs, weekend gedaways, habits..
But patriotism requires a Jeap of the

dlinns find themsalves in the ‘frecdom
from® category They feel proseribad,
D ity B cliy whiod thew o copeelelo ol
Thias, the libernting foeling when thoy
nove tn Jess proseribed elimes whe
ther tor sty phy thilr profession, ar
Just live

Tt s s 2000 v sl T
remains scandadously shart — the
sezdal also belng that i85 not consk-
dored a seandal, From the banad Tree
e from” discomfort and hazds of
stepping outdoors with s dyspeptic
lamedseape, alsent civic sense, Thind
Wl hyglene and maintenancestan.

THE SPEAKING TREE

Is Freedom
A Numen?

SUMIT PAUL

Froedinm b vt fuse o word oran
dded, It {sa stnteof m1nr| Itsan
Incliviclund splebt. sy o memen,
Riamii says in Pahlan, ‘Cloon
czand min ihan meen tasiovur

i to e horrfic freesdoms fom anrnill” — vou re frees e o
g diseri nt wnt v e froe,
and sexual AHTHETY W i arselves bobe

Kt Poiliec’s “investigation {siclof the
heinoss rape-murder of a junior doe
e it B3 Kar Hoapitad in the ity of
ooy’ last weelk has been a sadist’s joke

Trecsdean lrom’ reaniins an unfinis:

Hrvror enslanedd, To b frowal all
e, boliefts, idoologies ond sms
isnetusl freedons, Acountry’s
Independence s nod necessarily
an individisal's freedom or inde-

b pensioct. Sdrangeop il call
it"aspirational’.

A fiar ‘oot 1, wiiibe matich Ui
sorvion s paid to things like innovat )
o, bmaghnation, disruption, ‘freedom

ORI PR e
|n]lxs&|hums('mus'|} and peyeh-
alapbeally colonised or enakad
i so-callod froeor ndegen:
dint coundry

1 fal ane such il Trwebiat,
August 15, 2008, remains a place whire
countervhws, deferenots of opin
ons, outsidethebos ides ame ittt
tid, frownen] upon, trobled or worse.
The il bnap’ state's hietrl instinet ne
mudns nathannl socialist Indin's defo-
ull prreensaes,

T Tuis #561 Bowk, Bscopse: From Froe
dom, Fromm writes, ‘If the economic,

i} H(:n-k)
feliaw Amerhcans o
contry condo o | "y
can do for thelr country. But the truth
s T vt iy gz 1 o A R posEtion of
remmindbng (White) Ameticans of nse
elubeantracet. Here I Ind b, 1S tmewe
ask what our country can dofor us. By
what isactually meant lssocledy
Walber I8's true that mnss medl L-1

: ond mworal jun!.L-o-
2 vt gl

competitive Taynlty” to this couniry

i bnvereasing numsber of [

Most of us do love this
country, love being a

dersailso dkl their bit todrive food
of the rsach of millions, while lining
lhul oWy pockicts.

I there was o Pew Research survey
lhuu It vwtrald T praindued ot Harteven)
weith prvother four vears of British oc-

i Troexhien
o’ thitgs — many Imnzlnr-d.nmn:-
vl - whiibe ot going the ‘Treedom to,
The truth is, beth are important for 3
country that truly internalises e
penidence, a criterion thad 2howld be,

m;ny-sp!enduﬁred

this kove is
representational - of
dishes. songs, habits

Itheal conlitions, ., donct
affera basks for the realisation of indi-
whihsalty... whileod thesamediome pec-
o have Jost those ties which gethem
sectirity this lag maloes frecdom sn.un-
Deskristibly Dtielei, ., Paweeful i
cies arise to ascape from this kind of
Treodom intosubinission or some kind
af molationship to man and the workd
which promises relief from uncertain-
teven K It deprives the inxdividial of
Tisfreedom.!

[t wanikint be tomldly offthe
tnark b think that this lndepen.
denoe Do mamey of s fimed redied
from the uncertainty that freedom.
brings by sticking to the stan-
elard seript. s thine we muster
uj the courmge b see whill we
et ho by kg oMr own agen-
i Dhepersrdieges Doys sl be
stypassd.

9:1 fredrit harzraie o coem

One il Sarfpa
traasked Buddha, "When cinan
Individual feel complote free
clomi? HnlﬂnUaMill “Iprntyami,

st el e et froe!
every situation e are n i
thing we doisaresul of’ being
firese Bocanase wr hanve s cholo,
It's greai to celebente the Inde-

alrespmsibility of every indivi-
clual to ask oneself whether ooe's
el Fross, Freediom from all so
ind nel individund iltsas well ns
mepntivity coupled witha clear
] fisardyisss eonescienon, comn ok
s free. A free and ndependent
porsen cills thrwlsole world his
fmmily; Uibess wae irndeibe the umi-
versstl splritof Vasudliakva Kut-
wmbaleam, the whole word isn
Barmlby s freedom will ehxde us

Dhamaka

A

= Bell Curves «nprasad
ChatGPT Aviation Emissions
S HAIR' airraveiisa Carbon emisslons from aviation
growing sourceof {11 million metric tonnes €0, equivalent]
OF THE DAY oy e San
On Inidependence D and ciean
e el aralyits believe.  AMeTIES
i 4 Micult aspects of
Thiey've all bt the road, mwm:hmhalmn cnina
Learvirg mational duty DropcEals over
ta implade. the coming Europe
Wirile you el dowr *
Re Fortau of spliet wsont ingia
hEE J e raria | Wit We don't offer
— remain the bigiiest e apprenticeships, but we
/ e do have a short-duration
L 2050.. | LatinAmerica slavery programme.
— Sourre Statints

District-Making, Get Invested, People

Renching Assaan's Majull, the world's
largest riverine island. isn't easy Yoo
st ferry across thie milghty Beahima
ritin fronim Jor bl possing sadhanks
andamnll lslands. The L5 jovrmey;
Teoweser, ks hreathiaking - if theriver
is i s okl mosel. Bait whien the Brah-
maguira is inspate during the mon-
soans, s best not tachallengs the
mighty one: Majali remaing off-limits.
T 2063, el dodh s ham flianel, Gomaons
for its neo Vadshnan ite monasteries,
Became Assany s Bt hdlstr |\'l Indla:

Bihuransd Malurashitrn — hnvo 76,58
and 6 districts, respectively

I Goal Tas 3 pole e ng or crat
Ing mw elistriots — it's the stites” call
New districts can be created edther

Detter govermanc”

Amww research indtintive, ‘Indin:
State ol District Evolutlon’, led by
Shivkamar folad and Mehr Kalraof
FLA nibversity, Pune, istrying to

lier i by s
iz dnyw n the nssembly Many states
prvfir the foemer.

While so many districts have been
ereated, some ey questions nsunlly
Tk inasswerel:

& What drives formation of distri-
wis? Whee (hls ks ot answered, crises
Henpenn, T 00, the Congress gmaecn:

ment in Rajaethan created 19 new d s

ricts, takingy o5 o imgirove
povernance’, T present RJP govern-
ment isow reviewing the decision.

T 202, Wisst Brerraggad nrimwinanicod hat
It will canve out seven new districts.
Tusjdentsof Murshidabao
districts, thetwa undaor the.
fesbodd. apguing that the move: lh)IIJII

firaar ot

Majulis Imr-ewleslmn]mv.-ww«-
a boat avery tee thiey need b appeaach
ihedistrictadministmtion, thethen-
Bl excise mindster Partmal Suklaba-
Ity btk reporters.

Muojulis promaotion from subxdivision
Aovilisty vl headlines.

! hl\h:rlllllllhpul‘( e,
L

AT bt ione, “When dis.
i wmilsnnul goveriments mrely

graphie, geographical, historicalor
cultural reasons? The usual response
minLstratie pesons” — misks
il undertanes. Like creation.

[, aliig b eelen 1 pedi el move, often
antrving the ideology of the oty
power” expliins.folad.

The project invalves digitishm poli
ind administrtive maps at pro-
stateand district levels, seg-
wanribesd Ty dlocadon, and systematicad
Iy tracingand mappig changes in
provineialand disteict boundaries
averench decadi. It fomses onsplits
mergers, and creation of iew pro-
winoesand districts incalonial and

kal

Thure wa
v the e Tanaghat for the nes
Muoda district, wfl-lni‘altii"“nflw

! Inein.
Whille in st cases, pubilic consull-
ation = absmnt, TUIII\IR'%r'Hm

ot iiskess th -
i with o élacot firoem the 5B,

L4 \\'Iw aresume statesaxporiencing
™

Howerver: sich iews ks an outlies Whi-
lecreating new states grabs attention,
formation of o new distrboel - avital
third-tiorof wv\-\“ﬂu.nw where gow-

acadmle, don't they?

Even today, on Independence Day, despite it being a dry
thit, you mst be going in the evening toa friend's place —
for drinks and khana that you woi't have to pay for: Erso,
fivene, Thie trick to e e -
itt-free delight of getting something for nothing. No need
to consider that maybe the ‘tandoer] treat’ could be the balt
foryetanother ‘team bullding” mmise O thata freel-Day
giftwill menn i aboutthena-
tion, or — god farbid — the future of this country But free
things doexist, even fnan fndia’s generosity that isdepen-

tand vast
errvml' pubilic memey flow — ey
stirs inferest bayond the Jocal kevel
s Didisgendhorce, districs havwe
soem their Fair shiareaf bifreatians,
triflareations, neergers pnd resamings.
B 18658, T |u|i‘4h‘l|luﬂl fcts Py
011 they had soared b 40, Todey we
w7,
e Ly 18, Dl huned 452 districts, with
anavermge sk ol 7,760 s kne. By the
A0 comsis, the average sizeof GEdis
tricts wasd, biisq km.
& Bilfureationof Andls Pradesh

dent on your eredit wor th and standing,

e e i bt o
districts. Telnngana has 23, while AP
s 1, Thoe et pogiulons statis — U

et Atambers?
[ 3 [)ms ervating newadisiricts lead o

sy with the slicing

mustr for several
TS0

B navtural risouroes, Industries
ol revenue administration. But post-
Iincherpremhiscns, sy prcetteo s e
withoen upcdated for docades. With the
Iastoensus in 3041, it'sumelear how
sich policy decisions are boing taken
whthout basicdatn

Bhut o samallier or ew ditikes lng-
oA goverannee? “Croating new dis-
fricts gives the state more armes o
puirsae 145 paticees and agendas but it
doesn't necessarily translate intode-
centralisation, a.. . ponehaysts, urban
ririanbe Ipalifiesand michl corpo
rudions pren't adequately empower-
e, sis Bl

Truedevalution invelves ashiftof
power fo subnational umits. District
enllectons, bowrver Inrgpely operatoas
state agents, arl the sinte governme:
Al or sk s prermacy: over locl gav-
ernmuentsdIike s parishadsh, undor-
miningtrusampowerment. IF impo-
v ot rinde b dhe manin motive
behind creating new districts, specific
s st be ke
» Provide criteria Common ad dif-
ferentinted criteria shoubd be followed
!umxlon:mamhin;uinnrlk-mnq:r,u

i ndly the
Cujarati nnd Bengali varisty
s vt urhaow in Y0 B i
wou'ro crving n tasteof nan
‘mainstream’dishes, like tho
s Lrom Meghalnya, Dhaunakn
isthe place o be. Run bymes:
Raueswtiur Rem Moeuedar and
chofpartne Cliintan Py
this chassy eatery offers neuli-
nary journey through Indka
thast s beyonad the usual fanes.

Loxsatisd in thenewly e
wamped Bz Market on the
Lawer East Side. Dhnmika’s
i shomises thediverss.
ey ol Indian cuisine Padva
brinizs reirionid specialites o
Ih"l‘lllll‘ including e dish.
a5 ke purn kapoora (sphey
ot kidneys and testicles),
-

Fashunbr] poshd chiamp, liso-
i Jodster, el a Ragasthani
shikaar (hunting) feast festur-
g whsoleralibi. O gonort
st el try Neym pork aawd
Dlissi Mach Pooes (grilied shek
mpwriipped in banana leafl s
dhelicacy from Mizovam). And,
of cotirse there s Tl finou.
ritedish, Biriyom. i, mone
imposrtanthy post biriyand.

Turnon the nostalgn tap
Further with India’s vibennt
st ol iy Deesgmanl (g
it friticeshar pajdot iy
wihole, small pomdtet whose
ks horve been flussed kDot
ll o wikily erinchy sem-
Einashell, brick-red with spl-
cvs. Mo Ininndining experi-
enceands. g
b somedhing sweed. Ad Dl
imalia, the siEmeolf dish s Chil
i pecxli o Clishea, one
Ehant's worm, sweet and mielts
in your mowth. Yummm..,

Not for Granted,
Indeedpendence

Tire flles — our rsathon turns
“.‘-’ llJl.|I[\‘ Qurglor] luua st atud

I Devoluthon off power Most oo
et echienmios devalveut th distrio
Sk, Dstriet disvedopment offieers,
forexample. conduct development
plans and projocts, sctaschied |
oifficerof thisstate, and anchor the bn-
lementation of Gol's progrummes.
= Publicti et e reow elistr it
requibres significant investments. Niw
district courts must beestablished,
Burveierats apginted and olfices and
Bulldings constructed. Cltkens st
Tencw whieme the momey cotnes from,
= Dol st bl bea thons Often, amnoun-
el distriets remaln unerssited, Hnah-
thinddistrict, smmoanced in 2008 in

ik socknl
bers. A declica-

acoptintakle o the pibdie,
8 eview proposals.
» Demurcate funds Make provisy.
onsfor infrm changes and ensure the
new district has tralned personnel,
Show st st in dotn-backed
research to determine whether new
dlbstriets can fmprove governin:,
* Undbertilor public and stakehol
derconsultation befrre creating
et dlisfricts,

With severnl sssembily elections this
vesak, distrlct-making could becomse s
Funrudy pokition] toal, Bt earving ot new

Mimoram, remlr thonal

s w itk 1 migning:

A0, CHizens mist
irright toknow why this happenod.
® Lach of dutn British Dl povery.
ment's district gnzettoors offered n
sights o district’s geogrphy: poll-

el and sk trative histor: deme

futl pubalie partic: will serve o
ol purpose. exoopt mcartographic che
g GOV T - A THYEyDag
intependent dermooroey — will siffor

o the foun:
cl.1[mn<w|M|I|h1|u-w-nlsna
i and-ves lien nation vill oon-
Ehanie b bae buakle, Wie ave vt e
wuspol chimge that will propol
India intoaneven higher orbit
of development. Asactivecitl
aons, let'sall participate inthis
proeess and keep e fame of
projgress burning. Lot our woe
mem b nwreempowered, our
Farmaies b prvoec edudppoedd, our
sciomtists rovolutionise medicl:

et nrnwé-am‘lni. CCOTHAN i
wthical arud political sphees.
Fast's i oot find e i Taessd.
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The real freedom

Even if India is doing relatively well, all too many Indians
aren’t, The young wants to know how this can be corrected

INGAPORE'S FIRST PRIME Minister Lee Kuan Yew had once

said, "China does, India talks”But there is enough data tosugpest

that India has also been doing a lot, apart from talking a lot_As

the country enters the 78th year of independence, there is
indeed much tocelebrate — it is set to become the fourth-largest economy
and could become the third-largest by 2027, India has improved its scores
on several global indices, is an information technology services major,
has doubled the number of places in many higher education institutes,
and has made great strides in connectivity — both physical aswell asdig-
ital. More importantly, contrary to the predictions of its imminent demise
aslateas the 1950s, the country lasac lal player on
the world stage whose voice is heard with respect.

The Indian republic has survived as, by and large, a united, vibrant,
multicultural democracy. That's a tremendous achievement in a world
which is becoming increasing divisive and valatile — for proof, look at
‘what hasbeen happening in ourimmediate neighbourhood. The success
of India's demoeracy has been, in large part, because of its institutions,
which have held up and continue to hold together this nation — with the
Constitution as the guiding light, showing the way forward, and erecting
the guardrails fora safe journey,

The problem, however, is that even if India is doing relatively well, all
too many Indians aren’t. In nominal dollars, India’s per capita income is
lower than that of all but one (Bangladesh) of the 50 largest economies,
and slightlyahead of Cambodia, which is not flattering company. Accord-
ingtothe 2024 UNICEF Child Nutrition Report, 40% of children in India
suffer from malnutrition. The nation also faces acrisiswith two-thirds of
its unemnployed youth being educated. India’s richest people now havea
larger share of national income than in more than a century, The top 1%
of Indians eams 22 6% of the national income compared to 15%earned
by the bottomn 50% of the population, according to a study by the World
Inequality Lab. Twa decades ago, the top 1% accounted for 2549 of the
wealth and the bottom 50% held 6.9%. This only goes on to show that
India remains a dzap!}rum!qua! ancl.ety

Thiscan’t conti ¥ canripapart the country's
soclal fabric. Some desp :nhuaputtmn 15 required on lsstes such as pro-
gressive taxation, employment generation (not the type proposed in the
latest Hudge[},and imp'mw_'d aceess to health and education. It ks erystal
dearthatg, har arenosut forjobs, and religi
not for all time serve as a mass opiate. These are the issues that the law-
makers should debate and :Iu:u'.LInstead an average day in Parhamenl
still insallabout the I-me-myself personality cult, chacs, d
of the other, which all but drowns out any substantive discussions on tnti-
calareas. India must polictes of allowt reprenetirial energies to

: Opmion

ESPITE ECONOMIC
REFORMS, the GDF share
of agriculture (16-19%),
mmuhclunng{l? 19%)
and services {50-53%)
have largely range-bound Thi
stickiness has been largely due to poor
productivity growth. KLEM data set indi-
cates that over 43 years (1980-2024)
when the overall growth of gross value
added (GYA) averaged 5.80%, total factor
productivity (TFE) contributed to
just 10% of this and the remaining $0%
camefrom the growth ofinputs and thelr
quality improvement. A real upsurge in
GV growth was observed from 2000-01
to 2010 11 when it averaged 6.600, yet
‘tha TFP growthwas only 0.4%:,
Average annual growth of capital was
7.6%9% in 2001-11, the decade of the
highest GVA growth. The average lFI"
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Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar

@ RESTORING PRODUCTIVITY
GOWTAND PRIVATE SECTCR HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY IN UPGRADING TECH IN THE LAGGARDS

Stasis in productivity growth

The authars are former civil servants

marising the sectoral outcomes).
Capital stock to GVA ratio is low in
manufacturing sectors of hi

uscts, paper, printing and publishing, tex-
tliles andfm:d pmdumThgwe products,

dirugs

petroleumn pmducts, transport equlp

h itheco o

ments, and TFPh, inthese
sectors. This indicates there is hardly any
Innovation over acquired techrology.

basket, but may have seen
mrwvarlcm techncﬂugucalu;grad.e and

This momentous day is a solemn reminder of the

indomitable courage and selfless sacrifice of countless
heroes that laid the foundation of sovereign Bharat. Itis also a
celebration of the ideals of justice, liberty, equality, and
fraternity that remain the bedrock of our vibrant democracy

the cheap labour moving away fromagri-
cultum has gw\!n it thescale and TFPmay
Further,

lhregwmhufm\elt-i%mthefmndwar
equally sharp negative growth in 1982-
83,and negative TFP growth during the
2008-09 global meltdown were con-
tributing factors. Another surprise is in
business services, recording the highest
employment growth but with zero TFE.
Business services have an embedded ele-
ment of product and it can be traded over
long distances. Surprisingly it shows a
consistent negative TFP during 2008-12

TFPgrowthin 2017-
18, The 2008 12 period witnessed a

These have a sizeable presence of public Textl]ﬁ,laaﬂm’,and F tshave | global and 2017-18 saw
sector entities (milways in transport alsn seen reasonable t domesticatng

1 i gy levek growth. Thess are thestrong resilient sec- _ We believe the government and the

n these sectors have rather been static. torswith positive TFLLT fiocu torhavea role to playin upgrad-

icated metal prod- om thel nt. Ing technology in the laggards. Where

natallic

I interms

portant, with-

growth of only 0.4% was due g

figures in the first two years. During the
five-year period of 2003-2008, TFP
growthaveraged 1 19%with GVAgrowth
averaging 7.60t. TFP growth shows con-
tinuons moderation from 1.13% annu-
ally during 1980-1990 ta 0.1 % in the
maostrecent period of 2011-24 averaging
0.58% for 43 years. During 1982-83,
1988-89, 1995-94,and 2021-22, FI‘I1
gmhew:eedudmju

thebest consumery
Ep rimarity :ement] the si gheervuiume of TFP is pul and | outbetterTFR ng_!':)wm
defence. Digitisation seems to have maynuthefeaslhh Themlmal:ry

meay
despitea nwderate capital intensity as
reflected by the ratio of capital stock to
GVA, TFP Is negative, Here too the
acquired technology may not have seen
any further breakthrough.

The highest or positive TFP within
manufacmnng is ubﬁerved in elecmcal

and opti

counting, fluctu-
ations in TFP growth have been significant
with a standard deviationof .33 and a
coefficient of variation of over 40004, In
thalastt Frevin
agrowthof 1.13%,

There is a strong corvelation between
TFF and GVA growths. Average GVA
growthexceeded 7. 7%in years when TFP
growth was above 1%, During the 15
years which witnessed negative TFP
growth over the entire reference period of
43 years, not only did GVA growth not
exceed 6% but the average was only
slightly above 5. We observe a signifi-

Aourish while relying on comprehensive wﬂfamwlr_h a n.ghts appmar:h as
it's abwvioiis that neither a statist nor a market ap-

cant. iom between GVAgrowthand

mentand growth is ideal. Political lead needlm: Y geth
late avision for the future that embraces the aSplﬂhﬂ’n!u afthe young whu
need to hearwhat we can do for them. The s Inncd

Dayspeech this morning could be a good starting point.

toarticu-

New Starbucks CEO could
finally tame Howard Schultz

INCOMING STARBUCKS CORP. CED Brian Niccol is a star executivewho is widely
considered the best imthe mlanulteflankiy it's surprising the company was
ableto hire hin. Despite li: thewarld’s most iconic and
powerful brands, Starbucks has a problem far any incoming CEQ. And that prob-
lem is named Hmld Schultz.

As time CECQ whao by with the company he
all but founded, Schultz ean't seem to ket go. He's twice boomeranged back into
the top job when the company hit turbulence. And since he departed from the
'boardayear ago, he has become a meddler — criticising his successor Laxman

d even though he hand trainedhim
and set an aggressive growth plan on hisway out the door,

It'sonly the latest example in Schultz'slong history of undermining his replace-
‘ments. He wrote in aleaked memao in 2007 that sald under then-CEC [im Donald
the company's stores “no longer have the soul f the past” After Kevin johnson Laft
the company as CEOQ in 2022, Schultz said that he had returned to the halm
because Starbucks had "lost its way”,

Schuliz seems to have orchestrated his latest official departure from com-
pany leadership to make it impossible for Starbucks to disentangle itself from his

grasp. He is the company’s lazgest individual shareholder
and has negotiated to be chairman emeritus forlife A piece
in the Financial Times earlier this month detailed Schultz's
ongoing ties to the company: he can attend and cbserve
bnard mee:lngs hehas aha.dg'e that gives him nmesa tn

ortheuse. vfh

]etformrpo—
oil foroneof the cc iffee drinks. The pi d

thea ratioof capital stock to GVAand TFP,
Enter-industryand sectoral differences
Incapital intensity, TFF,and employment
rowth have significantly varied over
1980-2023 (see graphic broadly sum-

helped. Education, health, financial ser-
wvices, trade, hotels and restaurants, and
censtruction have low capital intensity
bt varying TFP growth. Trade and con-
struction have negative TFF, which is

dable for trade but hat

mdumeslnnmmnﬂ:nmmst‘hmi-
ogy Development and Service Infrastruc-
ture or performance-linked incentive

id need. 1

ingwithemphasis onvalue addition. Con-
slstentgmw&umhemnl;vnf?%m]ltﬂ

perplexing forconstructi ithas
sean mechanisation ina bigway. Perhaps

1 ha good TFP gr. and
increasein :zphaf stock parunitof GVAL

Ratio of capital stock to GVA, TFP and employment growth growth (CAGR 1980-2023)
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Education can’t be political capital

BADRI NARAYAN

Director, &8 Pant Social Science mstituie

The AAP and other forces, who project themselves
as the messiahs of educating the masses, should
start reviewing the social impact of their claims

EDUCATION IS ONE of the biggest desir-
ahbles in a developing country like India.
Fost-1990, the Indian economy trans-
formed intoone that is neoliberal, centred
around education, technology, and dewvel -
opment mobility among both the rural
and urban population. Education is a big
dream, especially among the marginal,
de‘pn'\aed and poor S sections of the popu-

cnmmuml:les maducare agna!e n.nd

infrastructure, preparing a trained and
teaching c v,and a
novel course restructuring for school
education in Delhl. The Delhi govern-
ment also enhanced its budget for the
del. Educati
dipatory project forthe poorand ma
cemmunitiesalsp attracted intellectuals
[ste, hoth domestic intar-
national. The Delthi government made
special attempis to project its

el orced tositinthe are still propagating the Dwelhi model as
o stay at home during th LIn p g and . How-
aneafth i heDelhiHigh  ever,ace media reports,
Court.itis access studies,and incourts, ithas
toonly h inga day or are contradictions,
told to attend school on alternative days. and failures.

mgeiaﬂmwaffectedtheemlresys Education should not be used as

temof [

Ityofteaching, making stuclents disinter-
ested. In recent years, the percentage of
failures among students has

‘organise”. L.eugu\g
catl

lace, many parties developed thelr PJec
toral palitics around it.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), led by
Arvind Kejriwal, came to the political
scene around 2010, and weaved its pali-
tics around the anti-corruption move-
ment led by Anna Hazare. It formed gov-
ernment in Delhi in 1013, am:l has

BETH

arecent Bernstein analyst report, which notes, "Decision-

After first coming to power, it organmed

Encreased — in a recent

nently through the media According to media report, it was discovered
andeduc studies that in Class 9th of Delhi
foreign rating agem:leg It 1 il 3 government schools, 36%
saemed to have paid off, and petitions filed 5t rudonts falled, and in
providing an electoral div- in courts, the 2022, 42%of suchstudents
idend to the party in a big Delhi model has droppedout. The collapseaf
way. But just after a fow the system of education
years, the model started  S€¥eral problems, whichthe AN ried tobutld
getting exposed by various contradictions, ended up making the stu-
agencies through their and failures dents feel disillusioned

evaluation on multiple e — ——

These facts highlight

jpolitical capltal. It s totrans-
form the present and future of cornmu-
mities. We,as citizens, need to follow the
advice of eminent educationist Paulo
Freire,whowrote the fundamental book
on educating the masses titled
af the Oppressed. He wrote,"The more
dicalth Teiika v
she enters into reality, so that, knowing
it better, he or she can better transform
it Using education as merely pofitical
capital may be disastrous for the future
of the people, society, and the nation
itself. The AdFand other political forces,
who project themselves as the messiahs
of educating the masses and changing
lives of the oppressed and marginal
mmmumnﬁ should start with review-

Kowrl-r making P Its electoral politics around providing indicators. the ground reality of the
aﬂlnwardsdlu]tz,aibemnfumn!ly' aceoss o quality education and healtheare On the indicator of school-cl AAPsclal Dealhi's school

Haamserg That dynamic even played out in the sebection of Niocol, for the masses. Mobilisation worked well ratio, this model crumbled. It is reported however, it is still used as el ] capi-

M.eLIady Hobsun, Starbucks board chair, sakd she ran me Inthe party’s favour. ion as i government lsh talltls commonk present-

hoice by Schult approval Howevar an i il « 190 hl Through  daypolith stiyh i dowith

firms that i B | Elliott of fts politics, the state government varh reports, it that ground realities, and everything to do

Vah were not gi heads up. posed a design of the Delhi model of edu- samsdm]shawastmngﬂwﬂoﬂstu- with perception and narrative-building,

It’s alf more th b togive any CEC i high]é cation after 2015, describing it as the However, Right Followi n%t_his. “the Delhi education

covetad one like Niccol, who could take his pick ofmmpamp_;_]n addit i “Delhi government revolution”. The cen- to Educathon norms suggest that only 30 migdeal” is being used by the panyascme

track record executing a massive turnaround at Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc., his
time there gave him experience dealing with activist investors as well as iconic
founders.In 2018, Niccol replaced Chipotle co-founder and long-time CEO Steve
Ells, who gtrumhsd to ngil: the cnmpany after a slew of food safety disasters. Ells
«'ﬂmmﬂ fater, saying at thatime," Brian has
pmwzn that he ks absolutely the right person to lead Chipotle forward and Fve
never been mare confident about the future of this great company”

With Schult inthe background, Starh X
serious concessions tolure Niccol —amnng them narmng him chairman aswell
s CEQ. Niceol had added thech title at Chig 020andp

ita farjoink rhucks. Butital nance issues for

aboardthatis already underscruting. Corporate America has increasingty moved
away from having a single person hold both titles. just 4% of new S&P 1500 CEQs
were also named board chairupon appaintment last year, according to executive
search firm Spencer Stuart, which hasalso reported that 41 %of S&P 500 compa-
nies had a CECwith the dual title in 2023 — down 25% from a decade ago.
aut overfour decades,soit's under-
standable that the board and executive team would want to keep sonteone Like
himan speed dial. But turning le ofwhy long-ti

d ke o breaks with theircompar ties. Otharwise, the'y mk tar-

an asset Into a lability.

Starbucksintoa

nishing their leg; turning t

tral focus of this over-asserted model ison
school education.
TheAAP favoured developing phiysical

and 35 students should be in each pri-
mary and secondary classroom respec-

of the im| nt constituents in its
:eptlon politics. Its 1T cell, narrative-

ingth t of their claims, and
ensuring that they live up to what they
promise, As advocated by Ambedkar,
education is one of the foundational ele-
ments for empowering people, espe-
clally from the marginalised communi-
ties. We need ta embrace his dream
delicately and sensitively. More impor-
tantly, parties should avold usl.ng edu

tively. Owing to these b many

THE EDI

Healthcare forall

Apropos of "Health cover for all* (FE,
August 14), reforming goods and
services tax (G5T) on health insurance
poficies is crecizl to enhance
healthcare affordabibty and
accessibility. A mult- tayened approach
can be adopted, wh

insurance and also shield vulnerable
demographics from financial burden.
To amphty the impact, the
government can introduece GST
incentives for policies that priaritize
preventive care and streamline fiing
[processes to minimise administrative
costs. Concurrently, public awaneness
iatives can be launched to educate

premium policies are tased ata
reduced rate and senior citizens ane
exempt from G5T. This will encourage
individuals ta invest in health

people about the benefits of health
insurance and the revised GST
framework. By periodically reviewing
and refining the GST structure, India

building g intellectuals,

can foster a more inclusive health
insurance ecosystem, agning with
plobal standards and propelling
progress toward universal health
coverage by 2047,

—Amarjeet Kumar, Hazaribagh

Storm in a teacup

Several state governments under the
Congress and other opposition
parties have given colossal projects to
the Adani group. The repested
revelations of suggested lapses inthe

cation fortheir

Hindenburg reports implicating the
group and now the Securities and
Exchange Board of India have failed to
destabilise either entity. The oft-
repeated suggestive allegations in the
Hindenburg reports are now pointless
and inconseguential in the public eye,
The muoot guestion is, what has
Hindenburg achieved in India by

such disclosures?

—Vinod ohri, Delhi

WWite to us at feletters@espressindia.com
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Oven no bar: extremophile bacteria
have learnt to survive microwaves

Seientists have isolated microbes from voleanoes, permafrost, acid mines. deeprsea hyvdrothermal vents, and dark lakes kilometres under polar ice.
They have also been found thriving on the exteriors of spaceeraft and around nuclear waste storage sites. Such microbes are called extremophiles

Sridhar Sivasubbu
Vinod Scaria

leroorganisms hiave mastered
the art of surviving on earth.
They are found practically in

all niches where Bie ci
passibly thrive. Over millions of years of
evolution, they have developed
meechanisms to adapi to diverse habitats,
They are very flexibbe and able to colonise
extreme environments, even those off
limits to more complex Tife-forms,

Sclemtists have isolated microbes from
volcanic vents, permafrost, acid mines,
deep-sea hydrothermal vents, and dark
lakes burbed kilometres under polar ice
caps, Microbes have also been found
thriving on the exterlors of spacecraft and
around nuchear waste storage sites,
Microbes that lve in extreme natural
conditions are called extremophiles.
Many researchers believe that life began
on eanth in an extreme environmental
niche, in the form of an extremophile,
before spreading and adapting 1o more
TTPCTaleE Boosystens,

Microbes adapt to extreme
environments by incorporating unique
biological and biochemical processes.
More complex life-forms, Hke humans,
hanve evolved 1o hive one set of proteins
with which they navigate life,
Extremaophile microbes, on the other
Tand, have multiple sets of proteins, each
customised for life in a specific
environmental niche,

They ‘activate’ each set depending on
the conditions around them and what
they need 1o survive: say, one set for the
super-high temperature during a volcanic
eruption, one for the debilitating lack of
water during a prolonged drought, and
ang for the gruesome acidity of a volcanic
crater lake,

A key to blology itsell

Our knowledge of microbes, especially in
the earth's various environmental niches,
is still in its infancy. Many global initiatives
are currently trying to map, organise, and
understand this diversity. One is the
ambitious ‘Earth Microbiome Project’. It
was founded in 2000 to sequence
200,000 genetic samples and assemble
S00,000 microbial genomes, Another is
the “Earth Biogenome Project” - o
sequence the genomes of all of the
planet’s eukaryotic organisms to create
one of the Lurgest and maost

comprel maps of on the
earth in a decade,

A further advantage o understanding
how extremophiles adapt lies in a number
of Melogical and induserial applications.
For example, in the 1960s, LS.
researchers lsolated a new species of
bacteria from a hot spring at Yelbowstone
National Park and named it Thermus
aquatices. This microbe is able o produce
a heat-resistant enzyme called Tag DNA
polymerase, This enzymse is an important
and valuable workhorse of molecular
biology because of its application in the
polymerase chain reaction (PCR). Readers
will recall that this is @ technbque o
Identify the presence of certain DNA ina
biological sample, popularised during the
COVIDA9 pandemic,

Since the discovery of Taq, researchers
have found a mumber of other
polymerases from a variety of
extremnophile microbes and have
reengineered them for various
applications in molecular blology with

Modern India’s foundations of science, scholarship

[—

Since the bactorlal et found |
the b diation of toxlc waste. e, L UNSILASH
remarkable success,

What life can look like

Our rapidly expanding ability to "read” the
genanies of organisms - thanks in tum o
the increasing throughput of sequencing
machines and their dropping costs and
our ability to synthesise DNA nucleotides
in the lab - has spawned a new erain
uthlising biological processes at scale o
solve human problems. Unravelling the
biological rules governing extremogphiles
could thus enable researchers to engineer
organisims to have new abilities, Hke
helping poultry resist an infectious
disease or creating synthetic biological
systems that can augment the immune
system,

Knowlesdge of new mechanisms can
also help scientists determine the limits of
habitability on other planets. For
example, in 2011, scientists in Japan

Migrolwes adipt o extreme
environments by incorporating unigue
hiologleal and blochemibcal processes.
Extremophile microbes have multiphe
sets of proteins, cach customised for
lifee I o specific environmental niche

On the earth, researchers have found
bacteria living in elevator switches,
personal grooming deviees, home
cleaning machines, and cooking
appliances. These devices have thelr own
microscopic ecosystems subjected o
specific selective pressures and thus a
well-chefined microbiame. In fact,
researchers have already found that
coffee machines and dishwashers have
their awn distinet microbial communities,

The cotfee-machine-based

reported growing microbes ina ¢ 155
sulpected 1o a gforee of more than
A00,000 (1 g is the foree you experience
at rest on the earth's surface. They also
found that some of these microbes didn't
only survive: their population grew,
mveaning they thrived. It was a significant
finding because it proved microbes are
not deterred by hypergravity, of the sont
found on large planets and s

In a 2020 study, scientists reported
that Detrococeus radindurens, an
earth-borm bacteria, could survive in
outer space for more than three years,
stuck to the owside of the Intermational
Space Stathon and being blasted with
ultraviobet radiation.

These studies hold promise not just for
life beyond the earth but for such
microbes to have colonised extreme
concitions that humans might think twice
about entering.

Flease send in your answers to

Jahn Andrew Tumer founded the
Bombay Sanitary Alsociation 1o

Is Interesting because caffeine s an
alkaloid and has well-known antibacterial
properties. In spite of this, researchers
found a microbiome rich in
coffee-adapted bacteria in the machines,
Caffeine-degracding microbes provide
Insights inte developing strategies for

I ation and bior
Similarly, microbial communitbes isolated
from the dishwashers have included both
bacterial and fungal species; some of
them were also opportunistic pathogens
~ they cause disease in people with
weakenad immune systems — and thus
cotild have a wide medbcal impact.

The meaning of safety

Speaking of medical impact: on August 8,
researchers at the University of Valencia
I Spain reported in the fournal Frontiss
in Microliolagy the results of their

selected by evolution to sunve repseated rournds of radiation, they may have applications in

Vasudevan Mukunth .
QUESTION3
[ in the late 15th céntwry, when Jamaet]
Tata and B were travelling together
QUESTION 1 from Yokehama te Chicago, &

In the early 1900, this chemiat
puiblished a lamous wodk called ‘A
History of Hindu Chemistry’ in twa
wolumes. He was noted for his work an
the synthesis of various nitrites and as
an industrialist, philanthropist, and
natienalise. The British called him a
“revolutkonary In the garb of a
sclentist” Name him,

(9
QUESTION 2
Some schentists were instrumental in
adapting what was still & European
science to India’s needs. For example,
A published the book Applicd Nutrition
i 1963 — an dinportant text that
adapted the precepts of nutrition
science 1o indian conditions, Hame A

CM S

x

comversatian they'd had inspired Tata
o later help set up the Indian inatitute
aof Seience (1Sc). Mama B,

19

QUESTION &

In 1933, N5« diroctor CM Raman
declined to admit € for an M5¢ becaune
shi was a woman, prompting © to
protest sutside his office. He finally
refienited, albelt with some shameful
conditions, After graduating. € loft the
ceuntry lor the UK. and became a
noted biochemist, retumning in 1939 1o
participate in the freedom struggle
Name C

L
QUESTION S
In 1904, public health activists D and

advocate for "sanitary consciousness”,
D wirs also amang India's first medical
researchers whe eenducted elinical
trials, Mame D,

Answers to August 8 quiz.

1. Cause of firestoams in which air rises
in a hot cobumn - Ans: Stack effect

2. Germany city firebombed on
February 13-15, 1945 - Ang: Dresden
3. Marna of cumubus clouds created by
large fires - Ans: Flammagenitus

4, Mame of February 7, 2009, bushfire in
Australls - Ans: Black Saturday

5. Features created when eddies trap
combustible substances - Ans: Fire
wehirl

Visural: Great Fire of Rome
First contact: Shreya Arora | Seema Das
| Aahira B Anil | KN, Viswanathan

] IJ_

Investigation into bacterial communities
i microwave ovens installed in domestic
setrings, large shared spaces, and in
molecular biology research facilities.
They used a combination of culturing
methods and genome sequencing to
document lundreds of strains of bacteria
from these ovens. Many of them were
bacterial species often found in human
skin, while a few others were known to
canse food borne linesses, But there ks no
need 1o panic: the bacterial communities
found in the ovens were still not very
different from those found on kitchen
surfaces and thus didn’t pose a higher risk
of any diseases.

One interesting detall in the study was
that domestic microwave ovens were
enriched in food-associated microblal
comisrunities, in live with thelr primary
utility, whereas the ovens in research
Facilities housed Baeterial communities
that were more resistant to radiation,
desiocation, and high temperature, in Hne
with those found in emvironments like the
strfaces of solar parels, which are
constantly exposed o (favourable and
unfavourable) radiation. This difference
could reflect the differences in the
selective pressurns imposed by the
microbes” environments — that is o say,
not all extremes are the same,

Since the extremophile communities
found in microwave ovens were selected
by evolution, in a manner of speaking,
survive repeated rounds of radiation, they
miay have applications in the
bioremediation of toxic waste. It seems
they may never cease 1o anaze,

(The auihars are sesior consultanes ot
Vishwanath Cancer Care Foundation and
adjrct professors at 0T Kanpur and D,
DY, Patil Medical College, Hospital &
Research Centre, Pune.)
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Wisual: Name the woman shown in this bust. She helped found a girls' schoal
I Pury in 1848 that taught science and mathematics, among other subjocts.
ASHISH BHATHAGARICE BY-SA 300
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This image provided Ly NASA shows the InSight
Mars lander in a selfie photo compaosite on April
24, 2007, the 1,211tk Martian day, o7 sol, of the
FIiSSIoN. A1

Huge reservoir
of water under
Mars, seismic

data indicates

Reuters

An immense reservoir of ligquid water may
reside deep under the surface of Mars
within fractured igneous rocks, holding
enough to fill an ocean that would cover
the entire surface of Earth's planetary
neighbor.

That is the conclusion of scientists
based on seismic data obtained by NASA'S
robotic InSight Linder during a mission
that helped decipher the interior of Mars,
The water, located about 115 to 20 km
below the Martian surface, potentially
offers conditions fvourable o sustaining
microbial life, the researchers said.

“At these depths, the crust is warm
enowgh for water (o exist as a liquid, At
more shallow depths, the water woulbd be
frozen as fce,” sald planetary sclentist
Vashan Wright of the University of
California, San Diego's Seripps Institution
of Geeanography, the lead author of the
study published on Monday in the journal
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sclences,

“0n Earth, we find microbial life deep
underground, where rocks are saturated
with water and there is an energy source,”
added planetary scientist and study
coeauthor Michael Manga of the
University of California, Berkeley,

The Insight lander touched down in
2018 to study the deep interior of Mars,
gathering data on the planet’s various
Riyers, from its Houid metal core to jts
mantle and its crust. The InSight mission
ended In 2005

The water Hes about 1L5 (o 20km
below the Martian surface and
offers conditions favourable to
sustaining microbial life

“In&ight was able to measure the speed
of selsmic waves and how they change
with depth. The speed of seismic wives
depends on what the rock is made of,
where it has cracks, and what fills the
cracks,” Mr. Wright sald. “We comblned
the measured seismic wave speed, gravity
mweasurements, and rock plysics models,
The rock physics models are the same as
the anes we use to measure the
properties of aquifers on earth or map ofl
amd gas resources underground.”

The data indicated the presence of this
reservolr of lguld water within fractured
igneous rocks — formed in the cooling
anud solidification of magma or liva - in
the Martian crust, the planet's outermost
layer.

A mid-crust whose rocks are cracked
and flled with liquid water best explains
both seismic and gravity data,” Mr. Wright
sabd. "The water exists within fractures, If
the InSight location is representative and
your extract all the water from the
fractures in the mid-crust, we estimate
that the water would fill 2 1-2 km deep
(006-1.2 miles) ooean on Mars globally.”

The Martian surface is eold and
desolate today but once was wanm and
weet. That changed more than 3 billion
years ago, The study suggests that much
of the water that had been on the Martian
surface did not escape into space, but
rather filtered dovwn into the crust,

‘Water would be a vital resource if
humankind ever is to place astronauts on
thee Martian surface or establish some sort
of long-term setlement. But the depth of
the apparent underground liquid water
would make it difficult to access, "Drilling
to these depths is very challenging,
Looking for places where geological
activity expels this water, possibly the
tectonically active Cerberus Fossae (x
region in the northern hemisphere of
Mars), is an altermative to looking for deep
liquidks,” Mr. Manga said,

For feedback and suggestions
far “Science), please wiite (o
selence@thehindu,co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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Musory blip

The dectine in inflation offers no respite
for households

slowest pace in almost five years, casing

sharply from 5.0% in June. Food inflation,
that has been high for about three years now, slid
o a 13month low of 5.4%. This is also the firs
time since August 2009 that inflation as per the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) has aligned with the
Reserve Bank of Indin's median inflation target of
AN, Last week, the Monetary Policy Committes
(MPCY decided o madntain status quo on interest
rates for the ninth consecutive time as it awaits a
durable decline in the inflation rate. July's phea
sant inflation numbsers will mot trigger a rethink,
as the MPC has in fact, hiked ts projection for
this quirter's inflation average (o 4.4% from 3.8%,
S0 it expects price rise to rebound to well over 4%
through August and September. There is good
redson o see through July's print as a purely sta.
tistical outeome of base effects from last July -
when the CP1was up 74% and food was 11.5%
dearer - rather than a tangible softening of per-
sistent price pressures for households.

Vegetable inflathon, the biggest driver of last
month’s decline, slid from June's 20.3% spike to
Just 6.8% in July. But this was on top a whopping
A7.3% rise List July, when prices of tomato, which
played a key role in last month's vegetable price
trend, had hit around 200 per kilo, Moreover,
households do not feel the pinch of living costs
on a year-on-year basis alone, as they need to
readjist lirg p ! Hng on how every
passing month pt.ws out, While vegetable (and
tomato) prices were already high in May amid a
heatwave, July's price levels are over 30% and
14% higher than May and June, respectively, Mo-
reover, inflation in some food items, such as puls:
als, remains stubborn despite base ef-
fects, The prices of pulses rose In double digis
for the fourteenth straight month, by 14.8% on
top of 13.3% recorded last July, On the other
Tand, core inflation texcluding food and enengy
prices) rose for the first time since January 2023,
primarily led by pricier services, including tran
sport and communication that sped thanks to re-
lecom tariff hikes, Private surveys on manufac-
turing and services shmal a hardening of price
pressures beyond food, which in turm is expected
1o see a meaningful reprieve only by October
when the next harvest hits the market. While
kharif sowing progress holds some hope, the
September monseon spurt predicted by the
weatherman may yet hitstanding crops, With the
prodonged spate of high intlation cramplng con-
sumption levels, and in turn, hopes of fresh priv-
ate investme the latest optical blip offers
nefther comfort nor room for complacency.

l nidia’s retall prices rose 354% In July, the

Violence, most foul

The government should not wait for
public outrage before it acts

erg; s fakr to count rape among the mose
egregious violations of human rights. The
recent horrific rape and murder of the Kolkata
postgraduate medical student in what shoubd
Thave been a haven for her - a State-run hospital
shve was working in - must give the nation pause,
The state and circumstianees in which the body
wats found beave no room for any dowbe that it was
a most dastardly violent act, and briceen in that it
oceurred within a hall b the supposedly safe con:
fines of the government medical college hosplial,
Exery rape, unfortunately, s measuned in severity
by the amount of attention it gamers from the pu-
blic, and the outrage beast is selective, That is
where the problem lies: even enforcement auth-
arities seem to gauge public outrage before acting
upon crimes against women. The Kolkata case
was a classic example: the parents of the slain
doctor were reportedly told that she had commir:
tedd subcide initially, a blatant lie, Whereas, itcould
not have escaped the attention of anyone at the
soene of crime, but panticularly so medical profes-
sionals, that here indeed was dreadful assault and
murder. Was the wilful cover-up necessitated by
thie Fact that Both the home and health portfolios
are belng held by none other than the Chief Minks-
ter of the State? Or to avold responsibility for the
administrative lapses thot allowed such & crime to
take place? The government, sadly, preferred to
wm!: until the public outrage over the m-bly crime
became i ible to contabn |
indutn.anl protests broke out In Kolkata and
across the country, bolstered mustly hy m:-clicnl
students and post de

s O EXCERSEs are mone excesshe than oth-
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The trial that progressed rapidly towards Independence

eventy-nine years ago, a sunset

secompanied the dywn of Britain’s

victory in the Second World War, Having

cast the shadow of her domination over a
quarter of the globe for much of the previous
three centuries, Britannia, shattered by the
rigours of war, began descencling into darkness.
The sun was finally sitting on the British Empire,
Winston Churchill lost the general election of
1945, which swept Clement Attlee and his Labour
Party Into 10 Downing Street. Plans were soon
afoot to facilitate, as King George VEannounced,
“the early realisation of full sellgovernment in
India®

i
Churchill chafed at this, bust he and the Tories

coutld do Hnle to prevent it So insolvent was
Britain after Second World War that John
Miaanard Keymes, the chief architect of Britains
postwar econoay, acldly told Aitbee that ihe
country, trapped in infrastructural breakdown
and soaring national debt, was facing a “financial
Dunkirk”. Her Treasury having run dry, Britain
had no option but 1o seek ald from the United
States — and cut her losses by divesting herself of
the Empire,

The Red Fort trial

The process moved rapidly wwards
Independence - and Partition, In the Indian
general elections of 194546, the Muslim League,
whibch had expanded and consolidated its
support while the Congress leadership was In jall
during the war, secured 75% of all Muslim votes -
acolossal increase (rom the less than 5% it had
mustered in all previous elections, India's
Fredcom strugggle was splintering on the question
of whether religion should be the determinant of
nationhoodd. Despairing for the future of their
plvaral and progressive idea of India, the Congress
hegan searching for an isste that could not only
reinvigorate the freedom struggle but also
rekindde the flame of religdous harmoany in the
hearts of all Indians.

Almost on cue, the British, after practising the
cynical politics of divide et impera for nearly a
century and enabling the demand for Pakistan,
unwittingly provided that lsswe. In a gesture so
counter-productive that it could almast hive been
an act of explation, the Raj clumsily gave the
clashing factions a last chance of unity, Charging
the Indian Nathonal Army with treason during the
war, they placed on trial at the Red Fort three
valorous soldiers ~ a Hindu, a Muslim, and a Sikh
- of Subhas Chandra Bose's Azad Hind
hlLl]nndIan Natlonal Army (INA), thusindwm:

i 96% of India's §

unhl:ur. all of it

The result was a national outery that spanned
thee commmumal divide, Whatever the errors and
misfuckgements of the INA men (and Nehm

Shashi Thiroor

tha fourth-term Lok
Sabha Member of
Parliament [Congresa)
for

Thinvananthapuram
and the bestselling
suthor of 25 boaks,
Including the Sahitya
Akademi-award
winriing ‘An Era of
Darknows: The Britsh
Empine in India®
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DBelieved freedom could never have come through
an alliance with foreimers, let alone foregn
Fascists), they had not been disboyal to their
motherland. Each of the three defendams
became a symbal of hls community's proud
commitment to independence from alien rule.
“The punishment given them," thundered
Jawaharlal Nehru on Auguse 20, 1945, “would in
effect bie a punishment on all India and all
Indians ... a deep wound would be
created in millions of hearts.”

Delhi's Red Fort had been an
enduring symbol of India's quest for
Freedom ever since the Revolt of
1857. This is why the East India
Compary, upan crushing the
resistance, decimated two-thirds of the Fort's
spectacular inner strictures, displacing them
with o hideous cantonment, complete wiih
barracks, office bulldings, sheds, and godowns. In
a rousing speech delivered in Singapore in July
1943, Bose had spurred his Azad Hind Fauj 1o
march onward, immortalising in the battle cry,
“Chalo DIR", his aspiration of secing the Indian
tricodour aflutter over the Red Fort. But when the
heroes of the INA fimally reached he Red Fort, it
wans 1o face charges of treason, punishable by
death,

Protests that spread across India

The historic court martial commenced on
Movember 5, 1945, On trial ~ charged with waging
war agalnst the King-Emperor, murder, and
abetment of murder - were Captain Shah Nawiz
Khan and Licutenant Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon of
the Punjab Regin pl Captain K. Sahgal of
thi Builich Regl 5 the hearfng § b,
thremgs of Indians encircled the walls of the Red
Fort, desmanding justice for the Honherts and
roaring on and on: “Laal Quila s aay amiias,
Salgal, Dhillon, Shahnawanz!”™ Condemning the
trial and demanding that all INA soldbers be
exonerated, the All-India Congress Committee
hadl, in September iself, constituted an INA
Defence and Relief Committee, which ultimately
Formed the triumvirate's glittering IFmember
defence team., This dream squad of emdierit
Congress barristers included one whose
disinclination to practise liw had coincided with
the nationalist refection of such institutions of the
Rutj as its Judiciary. Donning after 25 years his
barrister's gown and wig, Nehru leapt to the
defence of these men, who had fought for India's
liberation alongside Bose, his former comrade.
Both the Congress and the League rose to the
trio's side; as slogans of *Death to British
Imperialism!® and *Hindu-Mustim Unity
Zincabad?” suffused the air, the fags of both the
Congress and the Muslim League waved above
the protests, Pro<INA protests, spearheaded

@

Independence Day

primarily by the Congress, fanned out across
India. Hobding aloft banners that bore such
slogans as " They dre Patriots, not Traltors™,
Indians of all faiths marched shoulder
shoulder, hurling clenched fists into the air and
thundering “jui Hind!™, While in Madras the
police opened fire on protesters, killing five,
Caleutta, Bose's hometown, became the
epicentre of these protests, with students from
several political onganisations
virually encamplng in the streets for
Four days in late November, only to
be jolned afterwards by factory
warkers and Sikh taxd drivers.
Eventually, the police opened fire
and 97 prodesters perished. The
resiclents of Delhi, Lahore, Bombay, Patna, and
Lucknow tarmed out In droves to support the
trkid on trial at the Red Fort,

Beginning of the British end-game

Bt the moment passed: the defence of three
Parriots was 0o longer enowgh o guarantee 4
common definition of patriotism. The ferment
across the country made the convietion of the
trio almest frredevant: freedom was inevitable,
but 50 was Partition, By the time the trial gou
undler way, it was apparent that the ultimae
treason to the British Raj was being contemplated
In its own capital. London, under the Labour
Party, exhausted by war, was determined to rid
Itself of the burdens of its Indian empire. In
Febmuiry 1946, Prime Minister Atthee announced
thee dispateh of a Caliinet Mission te India “10
dlisciiss with leaders of lndian opinion the
Framibng of an Indian Constitution”. The endgame
had begun.

Tiockay, as we mark the 77th anniversary of our
Independence, facing again an India that some
politicians would divide on religious grounds, let
s not forget that glorious flicker of natlonal unity
that marked the Red Fort Trials. The Empire
descended into discredit from that moment, its
extinction made nevitable by its own flailing
attempt 1o assert itsell over rebellious Indians,

As Prime Minister Jewaharlal Neliru hoisted
the tricolour over the Red Fort for the first time [n
Free India, against the dazzling sky in which
fluttered the flag of freedom, he was standing at
thie site of a glorious fallure - a testament 1o what
s, the people of India, are capable of aspiring
when we stand together, united and undeterred,
In the service of a larger cause, and yet a moment
of rebirth that was also an abortion, with the
natlon worn into two, Let us hope that, etght
decades later, our leaders find the wisdom o
commit themselves again to what unites us as a
people, rather than promote the forces of
livision, This time at the Red Fort, all of us are on
trial.

Freedom from dependence, a new era in health care

tirme for reflection on the nation’s

remarkabile journey across various sectors,
One of the most profound transformations we
have witnessed, is in the health-care sector. From
a thme when ndians had to travel o the western
world for advanced medical treatments, to today,
where India stands as a global health-care hub,
wee have come a longg way. This evolution not only
stgmifies our medical prowess but also our
cconormie resifence,

Until the 19805, it was a commaon practice for
affluent Indians o seek achvanced medical
tresitmants abroad, especially in wistern
countries. This dependency was not only i drain
o our financlal resowrees but also a westament to
the gaps i our health-care system, However, the
landscape of Indian health care has undergone a
seismic shift, Today, India is recognised globally
for its workd-class medical services, stracting
patients from over 47 countries, This
transformation is a testament 1o the relentless
efforts of our medical professionals, the strategic
wvision of our policymakers, and the resilience of
our health-care institations,

l ndia’s Independence Diy, on August 15, isa

Heal in India, a global care hub

The shift from medical tourksm 1o being a
preferred medical destination has had signifi
economic implications, According to recent
studies, India saves billions in foreign exchange
anmually as fewer Indians need o travel abrowd
for medical treatments. The cost of treatment in
Trclias ks shgmificantly bower than in western
countries, with the same, if not better, quality of

e Call
Mummn the inflow oﬂntrrnallmu! patients

manding safety and security as lln-y mmﬂ in
Tiealing people, Multiphe acts of viokence against
doctors have marred the peace between doctors
and patients, in the country, for years now. The
mvurder, list year, of Dr. Vandana Das in Kerala by
a patient with mental lliness is recent history, but
the frequent attacks on doctors and nurses during
COVID-A9, or when there are adverse health owt-
commes, have been recorded oo, The Indian Med-
ical Association has said that for doctors, pedes:
trian working conditions, an inhuman workload
and harassment in the warkplice are the reality,
even without vielence queering the pitch. The
move 1o drop the 2009 proposal 1o Introdisce ke
gislation to protect doctors and thedr workplace
wais it lapse, and {1 should be remedied forthwith,
Above all, the state shoubd proactively take steps
1o prevent rapes, making the punishment a deter-
rent. Thie nation cannot afford to fall ane more
doctor or hospital caregiver. Those tasked with
saving lives should not have to fear for thelr own,

% @
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to the econoany, creating jobs and
fosters growth in related sectors such as
hospitality, transportation, and pharmaceuticals,
“The influx of medical tourists is estimated to
generate revenues of over 39 billion annually,
further bodsting the natlon’s economy.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's clarion call of
“Heeal in tndia™ Is more than a slogan. It is a vision

-
Dr. Freetha
Reddy
Executive

Vige Chairperson,

Apolio Hospitals
Enterprise Limited

The bindscape
of Indian health
care has
urklergone
seismie shift

For positioning India as a global health-care
leader,

With a concerted effort, India has made
significant strides in medical wourtsm, thowgh
there is still room for growth when compred o
our nefghbouring countries, Ourslnlcﬂllhmn
b s, skilled medical anal
cost-eflictive treatments have made India
preferred destinathon for medical tourists.
Patients from across the globe come 1o India fora
wide ramge of treatments, from complex cardiae
surgeries to advanced oncology.

Tnnclian's health-care system has
emerged as a beacon of hope and
excellence, This is not just about
treatig allments; it ks about
providing holistic care that
wddresses the physical, emotional,
and psychological meeds of patients,
Our health-care professionals are not merely
dhoctors and nurses; they are healers who
embody compassion, dedication, and a relentless
pursuit of excellence,

Challenges and opportunities

While we celebrate our achlevemeris, we must
also ackmowledge the challenges tht lie alvead,
India continues 1o import a significant portion of
Ins medical devices, which adds to the cost of
treatments and Impacts our sellrellance,
According toa study by the Indian Brand Equity
Foundation (IBEFY, India imported medical
devices worth over $6.24 billion in 2021222,
However, the “Make in India” initiative ks gaining
romentim, with increasing investments in the
domestic production of medical devices, This
shift not onky aims to reduce dependency on
Imjports buit also to enhance the affordability and
accessibility of medical care,

Thie jotrmey towards sell-reltance in health
care is ongoing, and the progress we have made
1% testament to our collective resilience and
nmovation. The burgeoning medical device
Fndustry In India is a symbaol of our growing
capability to produce high-quality, affordable
health-care solutions. This progress is a clarion

| call to our young innovators and entreprenears to

Independence Day

| step into the healthecare arena and drive further

advancements. As we look to the future, it is
imperative to inspire Indian youth to consider
careers in health care, The healthocare sector s
not just about medical treatments; it is about
service to humanity and nationebudlding, The
purpose of health care is unbersal, transcending
boundaries and wouching lives in profound ways,
By choosing a career In health care, young
Indians can contribute to the nation's growth and
make a meaningful difference in the lives of
millions, across the world,

The youth of Tndia hold the keys
10 our future, Thelr energy,
creatvity, and passion are essential
In driving the next wave of
innovations in health care. By
embracing carcers in this sector,
they can play a pivetal role in
transforming our health-care system into one thag
Is iy selfreliant bt akso a global leader.
e offiers i unique opportunity to blend
sclence, technology, and compassion (o create a
lasting Impact on soclety.

Celebrating Independence with a vision

As we celebrate India’s Independence Day, let us
take pride in the strides we have made in health
care, From befng a nathon dependent on the West
for medical treatments o becoming a global
health-care destination, our journey ks nothing
short of remarkable, Let us continue to bulld on
this foundation, striving for excellence and
sell-reliance in health care,

The pourney from depern
independence in health care s a microcosm of
India’s broader path to selfreliance and
excellence. It embodies the spirit of innovathon,
resilience, and service that defines our nation,

11 this spirit of independence and progress, let
us commit to a futare where India is not just a
healer for its peophe but for the world, Let us
strive for a health-care system that is inclusive,
knnovative, and Inspiring. Together, we can build
a health-care system that |s a source of pride for
every Indian and a beacon of hope for the world.
Mt Hind?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Murder in Kolicata slovenliness on the partol | chilling reminder of the The briitality numbs the security for tho quilibrium has shifted to
The gruesome murder of a the autharities necds to be Hirbhaya case of 2012, Do heart and soul, Keeping staff. the Indo-Pacific region, the
lady doctor at the R.G. Kar explained. Police plckets in we desorve to lve ina politics aside, the Or, Biju C. Mathew, stabllity of South Asia s
Medical College and hospitals are a must. sotiety where there is no perpetrators must be Thinnananthagnsam inevitable to counter the
Hospital in Kolkata is Mani Nataraajan, protection for girs? Do we brought to justice soon, assertiveness of China, India
shocking, Now that the CBI | Chernai need towalt for a decade or | There has been a total Heed for stability could take a cue from

has taken over the magre to punish the failure on the part of the W unaddressed, instability in | ASEAN and its triumphant
Investigation, ane hapes W live in a soclety where perpetrators? administration, including the Sauth Asian region regional cooperation,

that we will get to know the | humanity has almost Chandrani Das, the authorities of the could have a catastrophic M, Righidey,

truth, The reason for the expired. The case is a Jammu medical college in providing | Impact, As the global power | Dindigul, Tamil Nadu
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The seductive trap of the civil services

wi lamentable tales

umfolcled in Inelia

recently. Both of them,

about young aspirants,
made telling headlines and mace
one sad, even angry. The first story
from Maharashira brought a cloud
over the stellar repataion of the
Unidon Public Servioe Commission
(UPSC), which has selected
government officers based on
merit for over seven decades
without any major controversies,
Thie second story from Delhi Lid
bare the strugeles of thousands in
Inelia in tryving to achieve
singhemindid success in being
abde to craw] through an
aspirational miasma, The civil
services is the major seductive
trap, which can be detoxified by
somme readjustment of public policy
and popular perspective,

The underbelly

The ittraction for the civil services
is historical; the obsession seen in
recert thmes wnprecedented,
Abount five decades agoe, when we
were students, preparing for the
vl services was considered a
natlonal pastise driven by the
dignity and security ol a
government job and by the dearth
ol employment opportunities,
Economic liberalisation changed it
all by opening up job optlons in the
market. The government oo
reduced intake for s services in its
zeal to downsize. However, is this
was not accompanked by the
ahedcing of governmient functions
and reduction in the awthorised
strengnh of the service cadres, a
Tiuge deficit was created In due
conrse, With the revigon in
government salarles recommended
Ty the Sixth Pay Commission
implemented in 2008, when there
wits an ecanomic downtum and
the private sector was benching or
retreniching s stall, the
government re-emerged asa
preferred employer.

The national pastime of yore has
assumed epldemic dimensions. its
underbelly was recently exposed
first when a trainee officer in
Maharashir was fosnd 10 have
fakird her identity and documents
and then by the terrible and

More graduates but fewer relevant jobs in Bangladesh

entirely avoidabile deaths of three
asplranis in Delhi,

service, Given that the lower age
Timit for eligibility is 21, the upper

India, a beacon of democracy

Itis time to move towards the goals of modermn aspirational India

Questions have rightly been age limit should be reduced 1o 25 Kamal Haasan
asked about the acts of omission with a relaxation of two years for
and commission that bed 1o both all special categories. The number oday, India s one of
these incidents. While the first of attempis may be resiricted to T the last beaicons of de-
Ashok Lavasa incident relates to the psyche of an | three, with an additional atempt mocratic hope among
Retired IAS officer Individhual, whao was gaming the allowed to the special categories. the nations of the Global
and former Election system 10 qualify 1o Thes wide age band South. Despite the rise of glo-
Commissioner e termed the ‘cream ancd the many bal pessimism towards liberal
of sockoty”, the other atempis allowed has democracies, the  reemer-
relates 1o the created an encrmous genee of anti-democratic fores
collective psyche ofa Independence Day market for the o5 in South Asla, and India’s
society enmeshed in i waching own ongolng  confrontition
chasing stereotypical Industry to thrive on. with polarisiation, the Indian
asphrations. An enitire industry Millions of asphrants join these experiment with democracy
capitalises on this pursuit even cenres every year, The success that began this day 78 years
thstaghy It is mware that thee rate of e §s 50 senall that it is difficult 1o ageo boldly sustains,
success ks small, caleulate. An analysis muet be done
Ome such aspirant has been 1o show how many candidates India and its neighbours
sencing me mabls for the kst seven | keep repeating thelr efforts and Eut as Indin's democratic jour-
years, sharing his repeated failures. wually give up after exhausti ney modestly thrives and the
1 could net succeed in persuading thelr thanm Why should our country looks to play a larger
him 1o change course despite his puiblic polkcies promaote a race in role in the world order, its own
qualifying for the now-discredited which so much energy and backyard is riddled with pro-
National Eligibility Test. Such isthe | resources are spent? The only Ilems, Sri Lanka, Myanmar,
allure of the civil services, and the benefickary of this insane pursuit is Pakistan, and Bangladesh all
Indian Adminkstratve Service has the mushrooming coaching find themsebves on the brink
comme o represent that fxal insdustry, propagated by those whao of political and economic dis-
antraction. | once interacted with Tuwve oocupied respectable aster accompanied by break-
28 asphrants wheo iad qualified for positions of authority while in down of democratic rule of ¢-
the interview. Cnly one of them BOVerTiment. vilian authority.
was appearing for the interview for Those wha qualify after such a U the nefghbourhoad,
the first time; the others were Toawg and arduous stneggbe are thee Imekian: state's constiutbon-
taking their fifth or sixth chance, bound o feel a sense of unrealistic al setup has withstood the
The catastrophe of the arainment in qualifving for the complications that an inde-
drowning of the thiee aspirants has | exam. But when they are so pendent, democratic socety
ratsedd a clamour for regulating the | overwhelmed by thelr repeated with diverse castes, lngulstic
coaching instinmions and for artemprs and hard-earmed success, wroups, and religlous com-
stricter enforcement of urban Tow much fire s left in thelr belly munities, faces. The diversity
regulations. The frony Is that the 1o excel while in service? For some, of our electoral politcs repre-
demand Is belng made of the same | 1t woubd be the thine to enjoy the seits the system of social and
bureaucracy whose ineptinude is Trults of thelr labour and luck cultural asymmetry in the
responsible for this calamity. The rather than toll to discharge the region.
entry of the floodwater mixed with | responsibility that follows their India sueceeded, unlike its
anerflowing sewser into the entry Into public service. neighbours, in successfully
basement is not the only calamity; It ks equeally important o bringing substantive democra-
nor is the arvest of the SUV driver disabuse the younger generation of ¥ to its polity as opposed to
acoused of beng the main culprit the potbon that government service other natdons where only pro-
the ordy farcical response of the is the only way of serving the cedural democracy wis esti-
system. The rot is deeper. ation. Being a good wacher, an Blished. Elections alone can:

Public service Some suggestions

nelther has the First, mvum::k:qar ILml:Lu;md

monopoly nor candidates needs to b re 3
o After the Kothari Commission’s

dows It provide
iy
extraordinary
apporuniy o
serve the natlon

recommendations and subsequent
ch:nw-.s andl with age relaxation
for various special categories, a
candidate can be nearly 3435
years odd at the time of entry ino

ethical accountant, a consclentious
chemist, and an honest contrctor
are also ways of serving soclety and
comtributing towards
nustion-building. Al honest hard
waork goes into building a nation,
Public service neither has the
monopoly nor does it provide any
extraordinary opportunity to serve
thee mation.

not enstne gemine
democratic movements, In-
dan soclety has faithfully fm-
bibseel the democraric spirit of
Its constitutional order.
Independent India has buil
successful robust welfare de-
livery mechanisms such as the
Maharma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment  Guarantee

e ==

Scheme and the Public Distri-
buthon System, constitited af-
firmative action programmes
tov evercome historieal negui-
thes of the caste system of the
Indian  sub-continent, suc-
cevded in the partial devolu:
tion of governance (o local in-
stitutions — such  as  the
Panchayati Raj system, and gi-
ven economic freedom to the
masses with free trade,

B
Independence Day

The armed forces have also
played a storied role in the de-
maocratic journey of indepen:
dent India, Time and again,
our brave hearts a1 the borders
have beaten back threats 1w In-
dia's territorial integrity, But
unlike lis coumerparts in the
veghon, the lindian military has
maintained its sacrosanct faith
in the constinutional and de-
mocratic ideals of the matlon,
The Inclian soldier has been
gruardian angel both at the bor-
der and internally, in main
taining the constitutional se-
tup of the Indian state.

An incomplete journey

Despite these successes, In-
dia's democratic journey as yet
is incomplete. The promise of
the Constitution remains un-
fulfilled. A gradual erosion of
rule of kaw continues unabated
due to widening ic in-

tion, and the subsequent
apathy ameng the youth to-
wards our democratic values.

It is time for the natlon to
move beyond the goals of early
Independent ndia o those of
maodern aspirational India. It ks
time for a remewal and res-
trengthening of the social con-
tract between the Indian state
and its cltlzens, We must re-
framve our natlonal ethos 1o re-
place the culiwre of silence
with a culiure of transparenicy,
thie culture of violence with o
culture of peace, and the cul-
tuare of exclusion with a culture
of inclusion.

India’s  politically  astute
electorate has become hyper
focused on electoral politics
and has lorgotten issue-based
politics.  From  the  Dandi
March to the recent farmers”
protest, lssue-based  move:
ments have had a critical role
In improving our governance
models and sochetal values,

W st engage proudly as
citizens of an inclusave and in-
spirational Indic civilisation,
which has crossed its original
hurdles and shall now take
Tlight oy the zenith of the global
order. The writ of state should
never be allowed 10 be re-
placed by the writ of the eco-
nomic. political, or majoritar-
fan elite.

Today we should eelebirate
farmers in their fields, wach-
ors In rural government cluss-
rooms, soldiers on the border,
Anganwadi workers, railway
clerks, amd brave emergency
service providers who are all
playing their pan in ensuring
that the benefits of a demeo-
cratic and independent India
ire reaching every citizen of
the country. They keep a con-
stant vigil on India’s journey as
a democratic superpower,

Happy Independence Day
to you all,

eoquality, religious-caste based
Identity, polarisation, corrup-
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The decision 1o bring back the gquota system even as educated youth were not able o secure jobs may hive intensified protests

DPATA POINT

Nitika Francs
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

staggering rise in the share
A of  urban  Bangladeshi

youth whao finished college
and no copumensurate increase in
the share of 'white-collar’ jobs
could be a major reason for the
vicdent protests by students in the
countrys cities, data show,

The mass protests, which start-
ed in Dhaka and spread scross
Bangladesh, were led by students.
They initially protested against the
return of the 30% queta in govern-
ment jobs for the descendants of
thase who fought in the 1971 War,
When the regime responded with
abarsh crackdown, they began di-
manding Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s resignation. On August 5,
shie resigned and fled the country.

Chart 1 shows the share of the
urban population in B.lmg!:uiesll

who completed college surged in
recent years, not many students
got jobs proaportionate 1o their le-
vel of education.

Chart 3 shows the labour force
participation rate (LFPR) of those
aged 15 or above and who complet
el tertiary education, in FYI17 and
FYZZ. LFPR is the share of the
working age population that is
either working or looking for
waork. The LFPR among men who
completed college decreased from
F8.6% o T5% and for women,
firomm S0.9% to 34.9%. This hints at
the possibility that college-educat-
ed youth stopped looking for work
lipe v the lack of relevant jobs,

Chart 4 shows the share of un-
employed college-educated urban
youth (aged 15-29) in the el un-
employed population, in Y7 and
FY22. The share of unemployed
college-educated urban men in the
total unemploved population in-
ereased fromy 20.8% 1o 27.3%; and
for wamen, from 16.9% 10 40.1%,
So, not only dld the LEPR among

aged 15 or above, who
tertiary education, in FYI7 and
FY22. In just five years, the share
of those who completed tertiary
education surged from 11.5% 10
18.5% among men and from 5.9%
o 1% amag women,

the colleg d decline, but
thedr share in the unemployed
population increased oo,

Chart 5 shows the average
monthly income In urban areas,
by occupation (in Bamggladeshi Ta-
Ka), in FYIT aned FY22. The average

Chart 2 shows the ¥ ]
wise share of the empl

income of professionals and tech-

| popu

lation in Bangladesh aged 15 or

above, In FYI7 and FY22, In FYI7,

1L.8% of those employed were
and ‘This

mici e professionals de-
creased between the two periods,
even i absolute terms, while the
income levels of all other groups

I:.m]y increased to 12% in Fyaa.
The share of those employed in
‘blue-collar” work such as craft
and related trade (including gar-
ments-related work) and elemen-
tary Jobs came down slightly (s
2% polnt decline), The only com-
mensurate increase in ‘white-col-
lar® work was among techniclans,

S0, even those college-
educated youth who managed 1o
find “white-collar’ jobs in urban
areas In 2022 were ecaming bess
than what college-ecucated youth
eamed five years ago, even in ab-
solute terms, withoun considering
the effect of inflation.

Chart & shows the share of ur-
ban youth (15:29) Not. in Educa-

clerks, and associate | tlon, E t or Training
il 3.8% polnts). (NEET), I FYI7 and FY22, It iearly
The share of those employed in | doubled among men (from 7.4% w0

skilled agriculiure and allied work
and as plant and machine opera-
tors increased in the period. Put
together, while the share of those

14.4%), This shows that the share
of urban youth who are neither
getting education nor gainful em-
T i ra

»

Graduated and jobless

The data for the charts ane based on the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics' Labour lorce survey 200617 and 2032
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 15, 1974
Giri asks political parties to
take steps to end corruption

Wew Delhi, Aug 14: The President, Mr. V.V, Girl,
to-clay deplored strongly what be described as
thi “dominant role”, that money power had
come to play in recent years in the elections 1o
leghslatures, which, in his view, was the root
wcause of "corruption and corruptive influences
In our public life.” In his traditional
Independence Day broadeast which was also in
thee naature of a farewell address o the ralon an
the eve of his relinguishing office, Mr. Gir
warned that the people would lose faith in
democratic vilues I leaders of all political
parties did not take " prompt correcive
mustm 1 mwdylh:. sllu..rk:ulw'julnl

o

whileh was full nl‘nm.ll:d: m‘l'rlhl. v that
was bedng wrought by what he called “the
man-made evils of corruption and inflation”,
was i away reminiscent of the reproving note
with which Dr. 5. Radhakrishnan had spoken in
s last Republic Day message in 1967, when he
spake about not only the Government’s failures
In varlous spheres but also the rapid decline in
this country’s moral values, It is customary for
an outgedng President 1o be more outspoken
about the state of the nation at the end of his
term than during his tenure of office when he
has to function, as Mr, Girl himself polnted our,
In full awareness of the constraints imposed by
the Constitution, The President sakd thar, within
these constitutional limits, he had striven in his
own humble way to place before the nation
certain ideas from time to tirme in the belief that
they would help in finding solutions 1o some of
the difficult problems Gwcing the people.

A HUMDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 15, 1924
Khadi hawking in Punjab

Sabarmath, August 14: From the “Young India®
to-cliy it appears that §jt Bharucha has carried
onn during the lase few clays a campaign of brisk
hawking of Khaci in the Punjab. He has hiwked
awer R, 6,000 worth of Khadi In Lahore and
.-\mr!ls..r in léss than ten days. | umlmmnl the

cor ing Sjt. 1
Khadi hawking, writes that "the moral of Mr.
Bharecha's visit is that every province, ifit wills,
can dispose of its own Khadi, The people are
willing if the workers are ready.”
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NEWS IN NUMIBERS
The CO2 emissions
released due to
wildfires last year
worldwide between March

s. 2023 and February 1024

were 16% abowe average. Only a relatively
calm fire season in the African savannah
prevemed the 2023-2024 seasan from
breaking a fresh recond. ae

in billion tonnes, Emissions
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Text&Context

The Israel weapons
package approved by
the US,

in§ billion. The sale comes
20 % President Joe Biden has

pressed lsrael and Hamas to
reach a ceaselive after 10 months of
bloodshed. 1srael’s retaliatory military
offensive in Gaza has killed at teast 39,929
peaple, ur

THE=

Prison sentence
handed out for
blasphemy in Pakistan

A Pakistani court has
25 sertenced a man to 25 yoars of

rigorous imprisonment for
Ilasphemy ofter he allegedly declared
himsell to be a prophet, Pakistan's
blasphemy lawes carmy a patential death
sentence foe anyone who insults islam. m
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Flag will be hoisted for
the first time in these
Chhattisgarh villages

Maxalite-hit Bastar region of

Chhattisgarh will witness the
holsting of the national flag for the first
time on Independence Day. Security camps
at these places were established after the
Republic Day Last year, i

l Remote villages in the

Amount Harris

campaign is spending

on ads for three wee
presidential campaign ks

9 lnunching adwvertising efforts.

to introduce the Democrat to voters and
sharpen the contrast with the Republican
candidate Donald Trump,

COMPMLED Y THE HINDU DATA TEAH

S

in § million. Kamala Harris'
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Al-Shabaab: growing from Somalia’s ruins

The group, an affiliate of al-Qaeda, has been waging a war against the Somali government for the past 17 yvears, Ina nation fraught with authoritarianism, clan war,

WORLD INSIGHT

Adithya Narayan

0 August 2, a suicide bomber
detonated an explosive device
at the entrance to the Beach
View Hotel on Lido Beach in
Mogaclishu, the capital of Somalia, which
Is often frequented by government
officials, businesspersons and youth.
Before the shock could abate, five
attackers stormed the shie and started
h at eivilkans indiscrd By
the time seeurity officials had neutralised
the attackers, at least 37 Hves were kost
and 10 were wounded. The strike was
subsecuently claimed by al-Shabaab, an
affiiate of wl-Qaeda, which has waged a
war against the Somali government for
the past 17 years,

For al-shabaab, this operation was just
another leafl in s plavbook, having
conducted similar strikes in the Horn of
Adrkca. In March, the group had Inid siege
tovanother hotel in Mogadishu killing 27
people, including three members of
pent and three soldiers. The
fest antack in the country's history
was the double car bombing in October
2017 killing 358 people and injuring 228 in
Moggacishu. The attacks have spilled over
the border 1o Kenya too,

Hut as far as Somalia goes, al-Shabaab
Is merely o chapter in the nation's history
that i fraught with authoritarianism, clan
war, famine, piracy, corruption and
resouiree crunch, all of which had
prompied the U.S, based The Fund for
Peace 1o call the country in 201, a failed
state for a fourth year in o row, That is
stowly changing with the UN stating in
2021 that the former filed state is ona
fraggile path to progress.

On forming the state of Somalia

From the seventh to the 19th century,
Somalia and pelghbouring regions were
ruled by a serfes of Sultanates, with
Islam's Sunni subsect being the primary
religon. The 19th century witnessed the
arrivil of colontal powers, and the region
was shared between British, lallan and
French forces - the first two taking up the
lion's share of the area.

Upon the withdrawal of British and
Trakian forces from the northenn and
southern regions in 1960, the two regions
came teggether and formed modern-day
Somnalia, Democracy prevailed for a bried
time until 1969 when Siad Barre came to
power through a military coup.

Sind Barve propounded an
sddministrative policy called ‘scientific
socialism’ through which he nationalised
banks and insurance companies,
promoeted lieracy and strengt md tles
with the Soviet Unlion. Despite Somalis
beriryg i largely Bomogenous group,
chifferent clans had ruled the roost.
However, Barre saw to it that lovabty o
mapor clans such as lsasg, Darood, Dir
and Hawiye remained outlawed.,

The first signs of the authoritarian
leader's downfall emerged with the
Ogadden war that Somalia Fought with s
nelghbouring Ethiopla in 1977,

The Ogaden war

Imperial Enropean powers had gone inte
the Horm of Afrbca and drawn up arbitrary
boumdaries o carve out territories (o suit
their convenbence. Much like what
happened in other pars of the world, this
process upended the lives of the natives,
whio were plucked from thelr socleties
and culores and thrust into alien living
comditions. Ogaden was no different. A
portion of the region, which fell under the
Christian-majority Ethbopla, was home 1o

famine, piracy, and corrupti

Multiple players, one state

Somalia follows o federal yystom of governamon which makes the loyalty of clan Beaders coucial
Howaver, the hostility batwoen clans has made it difficult to run the country, Mthough a
parlisment came to power in 2012, this did little to imgprove people's lives

Huorrific attack: H»ndndwnkolr\:mmhﬂlrlhu i berach in Mogadfinhu on August 5, ATP
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Somalia govrvrment and allss

Disputed areas under the conteol of Funtland state

rnany Muslim Somalis.

Additionally, notwithstanding cobonial
legacy, a second factor contributed 1o the
region's complicated history - the area
was a breeding gmund for Cobd War
politics, The ct began bn July of 1977
with Ethiopia acting as a US. ally and
Somalia backed by the USSR,

Bt by the thme the war ended in
March 1978, Ethiopla and Somalia were
receiving assistance from the USSR and
the LS, respectively.

Despite the initial gains, the war
proved costly for Somalla a8 i had o

&

‘Reputilic of Somaliland
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al-Shabaab and alles
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retreat from thie Ogaden region and
wrapple with the influx of Ogaden Somali
refugees.

Depleted of finances and resources,
Barre began o lose his grip on the
country’s administration. Certaln policies
did not sie well with some clans, who
turmed against each other, By 1991, Barre
fed Somalka followlng an uprising by
clins supported by Libya and Ethiopka,
The northern part of the country
procliimed independence as Somaliland;
and clan wars were rife, killing close to
300,000 Somulis [ a year.

-l

-Shabaab adds another chaprer

terror

Whatever International food aid came
Samalia’s way was siphoned off by local
gangsters and militi beaders.

The US., the UN and other
Internathonal troogss took turns coming

THE GIST
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imto the country to fix the s bt 10
litthe effect, In October 1993, U.S, Marines
trieed vo arrest the officers of one of the
chan leaders, leading the militamen 1o
shoot down two U.S, Black Hawk
Helicopters (depicted in the 2001 film
Hlack Haw Down). Trying to retrieve the
helicopter crew cost 18 U8, lives and bed
10 300 Somallan deaths.

Efforts 1o establish transitional
povernments also proved futile, so h
0 that by 2004, at least 14 attempts had
been made to establish a central
weverning authordty, Although a
parliament came 1o power and elected
Hassan Shedkh Molamd as Fresident in
2002, this did lirthe to improve peoples
lives. Somalia follows a federal system of
governance making the lovalty of clan
leaders erucial. Thi hostility between the
clans made it impossible 1 govern the
country. The robe of Ethiopia too has not
gone unnotieed, It has been aceuised of
meddiing in Somalla‘s affalrs trylng 1o
protect its interests,

The rise of al-Shabaab

As a famine started spreading in many
parts of the country, al-Shabaaby, a
militan group preaching the Salafist
version of Islam, had spread its roots in
Somatia by seizing Mogadishu in 2006,

Its orighns cam be traced back to the
al-Irtihad al-Eshamiya (ALA it
wroup that gained prominence In the
196M0s after the fall of Barre's regime, s
chief members were trained in West Asia
and funded by the al-Qaeda,

However, hardline younger members
of the AlAL sought a stricter 51
and swore allegiance to the
Union, ultimately becoming its armed
wing, al-Shabaab,

To win back Mogadishu from
al-Shabaab, Exhiopla‘'s help was sought by
Samalia's transition government in 2006,
Though the city was eventually retrieved,
al-Shabaab’s numbers started o swell
because the operation was pereeived as
an invashon by a foreign force -
narrative that would be peddied by
al-habaab in the future to rally support
Despite carrying out subcide anacks and
terror strikes inside Semalia as well as in
, Enhiopia and Ugnnda, al-Shabaal
draws legitimacy by positioning itself as
an alternate form of governance for the
people of its home country, The militant
group has stepped in 1o fill the void left
Behind by a government machinery rife
with corruption,

The Somali government, with the help
of the African Unlon Mission in Somalia
(ANISON) and the Somali National Army
(SMAY, managed to drive away al-Shabach
Trom Mogadishu and other port cities
such as Klsmayo and Barawe,

With the southern clty of Jility as its
defacto capital, al-Shabaaly relocated o
the south and has now focused s
activities in rural areas of Somalia where
It affers protection services and plays
imediitor o disputes,

The termor group also obiains revenue
from illicit charcoal trade.

The curtalled nature of al Shabaab's
activithes and s confinement o rural
areis have been largely halled as victories
of the armed forces, Even then, the
eccaskonal attacks planned by them cost
4,000 lives berween 2000 and 2020,
making it surpass Boko Haram as AMfrica’s
Irigrest terror threat.

More importantly, these attacks land
paychological blow to a population that
has not tasted peace tna Iumx time.

...r

On hugust 2, o suicide bom ber
d an eaphosiy
At the entrance to the Beach
View Hotel on Lido Beach in
Mogadishu, the capital of
Somalia, Before the shock
could abate, fve sttackin
stormaed the site and stared
shoating at eivillans
ndlserimanately, By the time
security officiats had
neutralived the attackers, sl
Loast 37 lives wade lost and 210
wierg woundid,

From the seventh fo the 19th
century, Somakia and
nighbouring regions wene
ruled by a series of Sultanates,
with Islam's Sunni s bsect
Being the: primary refigion, The
th century witnessed the
arrhval ol colonisl powers.

The curtadled nature of
al-Shabaab's activties and its
confinement to nwal areas
have teen largely hailed as
wictories of the aimed larces.
Even then, the occasional
attacks planned by them cost
4,000 Eves beétween 2010 and
2070, making it surpass Boko
Haram as AMfrica’s biggest terrod
thieal.
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Edna O’Brien, a trailblazing Irish novelist
who was her own unique water-diviner

Her books shocked Ireland, and her first three novels were banned. But OBrien showed the way for future generations of writers with her fresh look

at family violence, religious hypocr

Umia Mahadevan-Dasgupta

“ hen [was a child in

Treland, a spring
w would suddenly

appear and vield

farth buckets of beautiful clear w
then just as suddenly it would dry up, 11u-
water-diviners would come with their
rineds anc sometimes another spring
would be found, One has to be one's own
water-diviner.”

In shx decades of writing on bove, loss,
and Ireland, Edna O Brien was her own
undéque water-diviner. I terms of the
Tovely nature-based metaphor she used in
a celebrated Paris Review interview, her
prose was an endless spring: elear, deeply
felt, and often very funny,

Yet her debut novel The Cauntry Girls
faced a wrathiul reception when it was
Tirst published in 1960, The book was
immediately banned in her home
country; copies were publicly burmed;
and she began to receive the first of many
TSty snonymeous letters.

Her response to thit wias she wrote two
sequels in quick succession, The Lonely
Girl (1962) and Girls in their Married Bliss
(196:4). All the novels in the trilogy spoke
with fresh and chear abandon about
Tamily vislence, religious hypocrisy,
female friendship, defiance of convention,
and the interior Ives of young Irish
women. Al the novels were promptly
Bained b lrelind,

The bans did not stop Edna O'Brien
from blazing a new trall. Her lyrical prose,

THE DAILY QUIZ

intensity of feeling, and candour had a
nujor impact on writers who came afier
Iver. For Anne Enright, O'Brien was “the
great, the only, survivor of forces that
silenced and destroyed who knows how
many other Irish women writers.”

It ks a measure of the distance ravelled
by Irish society that last month, after
Fdna O'Brien's death at the age of ™,
Irish President Michael Higgins pakd
tribte to her work for “the moral
courage t confront Irish soclety with
realities long ignored and suppressed”

Ireland as theme

Trelandl was O'Brien’s great theme. As an
exile who lived in London for most her
lifee, she neverthieless chose to be buried
in Ireland in her home village, Inan
interview about ler archive, she
explained her intense relationship with
the country of her binth: “First of all I'm
Irish. 1 was borm in Ireland. My remains
will g to Tredand. As 4 youing child and as
a girl Ireband fed me imaginatively and
emotionlly.”

Josephine Edna O Brien was bom in
1930 in 2 religios farm Gamily i the Teish
village of Tusmgra in County Clare. It
was 2 strange, repressive childhood in s
strange, repressive tme, one that she
wirild later describe with words ke
“fervid,” “enclosed,” “bigoted,” and
“sulfocating.” Her father drank, gambled,
and wis profligate with land and
property, Her mother had once worked as
a muadd in Brooklyn. They were an oddly
matehed couple. It was not a home that
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supported her love for reading: her
mother once found a Sean O°Casey novel
and wanted to burn it This was the
troubled soil in which O'Brien's
imigination was nurured. She responded
with restlience: “Unhappy houses ane a
very good incubation for storles.”

As i girl O'Brien went toa convent
school run by Irish Catholic nuns, studied
pharmacy, and worked as o pharmacist in
Dublin. In her Pards Keview interview, she
spoke sardonically about this phase of her
life, “There was a sort of Irish lerary
scene but Dwasn't part of it. One reason
was poverty, another that | didn’t have an
entrie; | was just o chemistry student ina
bed-sit. | had to do my apprenticeship
alone” Dublin = also whiere the Country
Girls escape to, Cait buys herself black
mvlons, having read that they were
“Titerary, Worldby-wise Baba also advises
Cailt o b more sensible: *Stop nsking
fellas if they*ve read James Joyee's
Dubliners. They're not interested. They're
out for the night.”

Life mowved rapidly for O°Brien in
Drubslin, In her early twenties, she met and
married a much older writer Ernest
Gebler, They moved 1o London, had two
soms, and settled in suburkia, Within
weeks of arriving in London, she wrote
The Conntry Girls. As she began (o achieve
ary sucoess, Gebler grew envicus.
“Thedr imaginathons were not in
congruence. The marriage broke up,

Complicated reactions
Critical reception 1o O'Brien was

Jemale friendship, defiance of convention, and the interor lives of voung Irish women

complicated. Ireland was deeply
suspiciouws of the act of writing, more so if
Ins themes were childhood and the secret
lives of families. Many literary men
clismissed 0'Brien’s work; some feminists
dismissed her, She was criticised for going
tows fiar; also for ot golng far enough,
Some critics regarded her as a superficial
sockalite, She shrugged through inall:
“Your can’t write all these books and rear
children and earn your living and have a
Silded life.

She comtinued to write, The spring ran
clear and true, “When you are young, you
bave boundless energy - you run the
Fwouse, miind the children, and write your
despair” She wrote about other writers:
Virginia Woolf, James Joyoe, Byron. She
wrote plays, screenplays, and children's
besoks. She wrote about Irish traum
such as in Down by the River, wherea
teenage rape survivor (rles desperately Lo
et an abortion. She interviewed Sinn
Feeln leader Gerry Adams for The New York
Times. Her last work, Girl, was about a
young Nigerkan girl abducted by
terrorists, In her eighties, she travelled 1o
Migeria wo research the book. B
she knew a bit of what it was i
up as 3 girl i a repressive, suffocating
environment. The novel begins on a
pewerful and unforgettable pote: =1 wasa
girl once, but notany more.”

I ©' Brien's work, women fight to
express themselves. Sometimes they fight
to survive, They come through, wotindisd
bt undefeated.

Unsa Mahendevan Dasgupide is in the IAS,
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On India’s 78th Independence Day, a quiz on some revolutionaries and freedom fighters

Radhika Santhanam

[

QUESTION 1

His name, a title, means commanding
aMicer, He was hiom Yeols, Maharashtra,
He callaborated with Rani Lakshmi Bai to
giib Gwaliar. Wha i this freedam lighter,
@ key figure in the 1857 rebellion? Kt
[N [N

QUESTION 2
This Parsi revabuticnary wirs privati
secretary of 3 man wha |5 sometimes
releived to as the "Unolficial Ambassadar
af India® An atea In south el that
houses the EPFD, SAIL, GAIL, eic. s
named after hor. Who was shel

[

QUESTION 3
Fifty years before the Sepoy buding, &

Eaat india Company and was hanged, He
was immortalised by Shvaji Ganesan in a
Tl whose tithe was his name. Who was

cH &
K &

13

QUESTION &

Ugsed with the Doctrine of Lapse pelicy, which
dhid oot recopnise hor adopled son's right to
rule Kittur, she fought the Britlsh and
rigritered (nital victory, The Kittur Revelt of
14 was one of the earliest women led
antl-colonlal struggles, Name this queen ol

QUESTION S

She wan an officer of the Indian National Army
and one of the founding members of the All
Indtin Demoacratic Womon's ALsod Mion, She
wirs also presidential candidate but lost to
AP.J, Abdul Kalam, Name her

|8

QUESTIONG

A market in Dolhi, established to give
apparunities to refugees of Partition,
chieftain in the south opposed the British | especially those from the Northwest Frontier
Province, Is named after this man, He was
o in today's Pakistan, swarded the Bharat
Ratna in indla, and buried n Alghanistan
he? Marme him,

Vinual guestion:
These thise men wite hanged in Lahare Centeal 1ail in
1531, One of them is Bhagat Singh, Mame the ather twe.

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's dnity quiz: 1. This was a political
meverment In the first hall of the 20th century
that aimed for the creation of Pakistan, It was
|t by thin barrister and politician, Ans:
Pakistan Movement; Muhammad Ali Jinnah
2. The present-day equivalents of West Pakistan
and East Pakistan. Ans: West Pakistan is the
present day Pakistan, and East Pakistan is
the present day Bangladesh

3. The Deminian of Pakistan became this in
1556 Ans: Pakistan became the first Islamic
republic in the weorld

4. This was the boundary damarcated by the
twa boundary commibssions For thi provinces of
Punjab and Bengal during thae Partition of India
Ans; Radeliffe Line

5. In 1940, this formal poditical statement called
far the creation af an Independent state for
Muslims, Ang: Lahore Resalution

Wesual; Identidy this man, Ans: Liasquat Ali
Khan; he served as the first Prime Minlster
of Pakistan from 1947

Early Birds: Prashant Nain| Jyet Prakash|
Joseph Nelson

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K, Subrahmanian

“What Is teflon quality?”

“Teflon quality? You know Raimu?

“Yes"

“He has teflon quality. You
your criticise him, you do a ot
provoke
goes his own way. When a person
comtinues to do what he wants 1o doin
the face of eriticlsm, abuse, etc, you say
that he has teflon quality. The word does
not have a good connotation,

“Teflon' s actually ‘a material ihat is
used as a nonstick coating for kichen
utensils'. When preparations are made in
teflon utensils, nothing sticks to the
utensils, You throw eriticlsms at a person
amdd you fins tha they don’t stick 1o him.
Suich a person ks sabd (o hive teflon
quality.”

1 'wish I had teflon quality. 1am very
sensitive, What is the difference between
a eynbe and a sceptic?”

“A cynic is one who has linthe faith in
Buman sincerity, Mlmr.ﬁ, integrity, etc,
He evies that everyone is motivated by
somie selfish desire, He finds it difficul 1o
Believe that anyone can be innuely pood
or sineere, Such an atttude ks a cynical
attitwde. ‘Cynical’ also means sooffing,
mocking, sneering, He made cynical
remarks about our political system,
“Cymical” also means “contempiucusly
selfish and concerned only with one’s
own knterests,

She denownced the ministers” cynical
disregerd for the furure of the party.

‘Cymie” s propounced ‘sinik’, A sceptic
is one ‘who doubts all accepred opinions®,
He s also a eynile in that he deulis the
aceepted opinion that some human
belngs ane good, siivcene, ete, But b soeptic
distrusts, doubts everything.

Ramu says thar e pleaded for me. am
seeptical aboud i

There are two e's in ‘sceptic’. Both are
pronounced k' The e’ is |:mruuu1m.1
like the e’ i
pronownced like the 1" in it
Engelish, the word ks spelt ‘ﬁlwp » bt the
pronunciation is the same.”

“So the word Is not proneunced
‘septik’)”
do. There Is another word *septic”. It
i adjective which means ‘caused I:y T
citsing Infection with harmiul bacteria®,
He cut his fingger with & knifie. The small
cut became septic, The ‘e’ in the word ks
pronounced like the e’ in ‘end’, th
Iike the ¢’ i ‘ean’, " like the '
A sepric tank i o tank into which body
waste matter ks carrled by pipes for
chemical reatment. Don't confuse
‘sceptic’ with *septic’. Shall we discuss a
spelling mled”

“Yes, for a short spell.”

“Words ending in ee do not drop the
final *e* before a suffix. The sulfix may
beggin with a vowel or a consonant,
Examples: see, sees, seving agree,
agreed, agreement, agrecling; free, freed,
freeing, freedom, That is enough for the
day”

*Thank you™

Published in The Hindu on fanuary 12,
1933,

Word of the day

Spendthrift:
somoane who sponds maney prodigaliy
recklossly wastolul

SYNoNyms: prodigal, profligate,
eniravagant

Usage: e han't mended his spendthinift werys
Pronunciation: bitiy/spendthefipe

International Phonetic
Alphabet; rspenidinnn/

For feedback and suggestions for
Tent & Contoxt, please wiite b
letters@thehindu.co.in
with th subject Text & Contost’
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Ugly bid to
underplay
murder

1;: Caleuttn High Court declalon to transfer the cose
of the alleged rape-cum-murder case of a junior doctor
at the R G Kar Medical College o the CBI is yet snother
hilot cin the repatation of the Trinamood Congress Gov-
ernment of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, In the
hieart of the West Bengal capital. the police sought
place a tight ld over what was a partieulariy heinous
erime of rape-com-murder of 1 young resident doctor.
There was an amempt to show it merely as & case of an
wnmaiural death. The court rebuked the ity police for
secking to misdirect the probe. On Toesday, 8 division
bench of Chief Justice T 5 Stvagnanam and Justice Hir-
anmay Bhartacharys erdered the police to hand over
the case w the premier central investigative agency. ob-
serving thar the ssate administration “is not with the vie-
tim.. There appears to be ni slgnificant progress inthe
inveatigation.” The strong remarks came on A petiton
fibedd by thie victlm's parents, Five days ago the hody of
thidr dlvear-nld post-graduate trainee doctor deughter
‘was found in a seminar hall in the premises of the gov-

run hoapital, Th nng Sanjoy Roy, was
taken inge custody & day after the crime, A civil vohan-
teer, he used to visit the hoapital regoiarhy, ostensibly o
asslst patients.

Right from the word g, the local police seemed hell-
bent an downplaying the enormity of the crime, They
did not register it us a case of rape-cum-murder, choos-
ing instead o register it 28 a case of an unnatural death.
Nor did the principal, or any other senlor functionary
In the hospltal, deem it fie to Indge even a FIR. Nelther
did the Stnte Government think it proper 1o transfer the
principal of the hospital-cum-college following the
murder so that un independent Investgation could be
unceriaken, Under public pressure, he was later trans-
ferred out but e another hospital. Only hecanse the vie-
timfs parents had the means (o pursue the case
vigorously from the moment they learnt of the gory cir-
cumatances of her death did the authorities care o con-
duct & proper post-mortem examinatien, Which
indleated that there could be more than one attacker in-
volved in savaging her. The cuts and wounds on her
hiody. before she was strangulated o death indbeated
that she had fiercely
resisted  her  at-

wckeril  As the | Without
f the 3
tome crime spread | AOUDY, strong
the outraged junior pohtz’cal
doctors at -
ment hospadls wem | SUETLOTES
N SPOnTENLE pro- have a:!?‘ea d_}'
rikes.  Mor-
e oy |cometobe
hospltals in the nu- | @ttached with

tienal capital 45 also

the case, but

in other parts of the _
country  was  dis this shouwld not
Tupied due wmosrike:
Tupied due nmwriies | deter the CBI
1. from

It 15 t be nowed 7.
that almost all gov- apprehend!’ng
ernment run hospl- the
tals are managed at perpetrarors

the ward level by
Jundor doctors. Resi-
dent stwdent-cumejunior doctors are the lifeline of the
country’s healtheare systern, They are the first ones pa-
tents ane moss likely w come in contact with at governs
ment hospitais, Unfortunately, periodically they have o
‘bear the brunt of the ire, in quite a fow cases wholly mis-
placed. of the family and friends of the patients when
things don't work out. While the fault may lie with the
systeny, or the desting may have willed otherwise, bu
Invariably junior doctors tahe the hest as they man the
fromt lines of the healtheare s

Meanwhile, back to the a harror. It came as oo
surprise when the division bench of the High Court trans-
ferred the case to the CELand also ordered the state gov
ernment to suspend the college principal. News reparts
spode af the close proximicy of the principal to swveral rul-
ing party politiclans. Reporiedly, despite complaints of
high-handednes and malfessanee nothing was done o
discipline the principel. The court noted thag the principal
sought to undery the tragie death of the resident doc-
o, failing fo not only dodge & FIR but going aloag with the
palice when it hed soughe to tarm it intm = much ligheer
eharge of unmaturnl death. Hopefully, the CBI will be shle
trthoreughly investgate the crime and apprehend allthe
aceused invobved. Corrupt lnkages of the principal and
thie state governments efforts to put a lid over the erime
o oayght to be browghs out fully The investigating agency
needs o avold sy hing of & partisan agendn while profes-
sionally gedng abour its work, Withowt doubt, strong
politieal overtones have already come to be attached with
the case, but this shoadd not deter the CBI from fulfilling
Atsonerous duying nd the perpetrators and bring
them o justice. Meanwhile, there is merit in the BJP com-
plaint that the INDIA bloc parties, led by the Congress,
have been amiss in underplaying the enormity of the
erime. Had the barbaric crime taken place ina BIP-mun
atate, the party funetionarios palng out, the Congress party
and others, including the TMC would have kst no time in
organising angry profests,

Mormally, any anempt o make political capial from
such acts of sheer eriminality 15 to be frowned down
upon regardless of which party may be guilty of show-
Ing such crass insensitbvity. Unfortunately, the system of
governance has become so opaque and unresponsive
that without the media and the Opposition partles tak-
Ing up such cases these remain under the cover, with
thie pofice readily conniving with the miding paliticlans
in a bid to put & tight lid over them, 18 will be wrong o
thilnke it 1s 5o anky in West Bangal, Mo, it happens in every
srate in the country wherever the party in power can
met-away with it Wi have to thank the courts for inter-
wening inall such cases.

SHAVDEEP KANG

ub-qustas within

the existing reser-

vation for Sched-

wled Cagtes and
Scheduled Tribes, and the exclu-
sban of the “creamy layer”, ore
prims facle consistent with the
Iogle of affirmative action. Given
ehar the gze of the quota ple i 1
wrudned, sorely inmast be disebured
in & manner that addresses these
mast in need,

Opposition o
Court judgement
sub-classification of
excluding the more ‘forward
wrnong these endres, 1 founded on
chree arguments. Firsn that sub-
elassification will divide the Dalit
community {presumably under-
adning the clout of politieal leaders
auch as Mayawatl and Chandras-
hekhar Azad), Second, that econ-
ol and soclal progress are twn
very different things. Third, thie ex-
cluding the “ereamy bayer® requires
data that Is presently unavailable,
and is not within the ambir of the
Conatitution,

Sub-quotas already exkst in the
OBC category, and its political heft
hasn' suffered a8 a result, so that
wakes care of the frst argument. [n

the Supreme

Here There & Everywhere

SAYANTAN GHOSH

wedve years have

passed slnce the

horrific  Nirb-

haya case shook
the conscience of India, yer here we
stand n 2024, haunted by the same
grim realiny: women in India are
alll not safe, The vecent brutal rape
and murder of & young doctor
within the premises of RG Kar
Medizal College In Waest Bengal
underscores this harrowing truth.,
This was not just any place; It wesa
government-run medical Instlo-
tlomn, & sapposed sancouary of care
and healing. The victlm was not
Just another statsie she wos o
doctar. o professional dedicated o
saving lves Yer, even within the
switlls of o hospleal, her e was qav-
agely taken,

This ragedy ralses o burning
guestion: If 2 woman 14 not safe n
her own workplace, surrounded by
volleagois, whete can dha possibly
b safe? The answer |s o bier plll
oo swaklow, revenling the collective
Tallure of gur soclety, our politics,
and our policies, India has failed
it another doughtes, and this fil-
ure Is an full disptay for every In-
ddlan 1o see

[Msturbingly, the responie mw this
helncus erime mirrord the re-
gresslve stiitudes we saw dueing
the Nirbhaya case. The principal of
the same medicol eollege, o figure
ol authority and influence, blamed
the vierim, echoing the rhetorie
that has plagued our society for far

Need more than
nakabandi

The report "More than 8-
fodd rise In drunk driving
cases’ [Aug 5) is very
serious, and increasing
nakabandis is not the
only solution. The bars,
reataurants, clubs which

provide drinks must help
s in this cause, A clisnt wha
drinks heavily ghauld not

restauranta that heavily
drunk pecple will not be

Mumbsa, Thersdiy, August 15, 2024

Reservation sub-quotas must
address those most in need

Politicians and civil servants who have faced no disadvantages
throughout their lives still get the benefit of reservation

Hihar. Extremely Back 1 Classes
(EBCS) enjoy an 18 per shore within
the overall gueta for OBCK, with
another 3 per cent for OBC wemen,
In Andhia, there are five such cat-
egories. Last year, Harvana ap-
proved a guita for OBCs belonging
o the ‘A category in clvic bodies,
acting on the finding that the so-
clally and economically beter-off
“BC-H communities had ehe advan-
tage aver 'HC-A

Problems urise when o new com-
munity seeks reservaton, becanse
e glze of the ple 18 ndeed Hmied.
'Thee courts have consistently maln-
takned that reservatlon - at least
caste-hased reservation - cannot
excesd 50 per cent. Last month,
Hihars artempt to ke caste-based
quentas to 85 per cent was fodled by
the Patna High Court, [n 3021, the
apex court struck down a separite
quenta for Marathas. b reintradise-
ton earller this year hos already
been challenged in the Bombay HC.

Evidende suggests that certain
castes, who happen w be more Yor-
ward' than ethera lumped nto the
same category, beneflt moge from
reseryation than others, Theie rep-
resentagion In the civil services and
Jocal self-government, for example,

i tinnate 1o telr share of
population, In other words, they get
a larger slice of the guota ple than
other, mose dlsadvantapged casges,

Thia reality prompred Jion Ram
Majhi, MSME minister and leader
of the Hindusesnl Awain Morcha,
1o suggedr (hack in 2017} that the
benefies of reservatlon  shoukd
cease after twi generations; je, that
the ‘creamy laver' should be ex-
cluded. Ag Jussice B/ Gaval, him-
sl Dualir, polnted o, those more
in need of quoeta entitlemenes
ahould ger them, The ldea behind
sub-classification and exclusion of
the well-off 15 that the most margi-
malised among the Dalits should
have aecess 1o education and em-
ployment, and no particalor sub-
coste  should  corper all  the
entitlements,

The Congresa. has yet o clarify @5
seand on sub-guotas, although the
CMs of Karnataka and Telengamn
have weleomed It The move ac-
cords well with s slogan of Homl
abadi urma hag (quots ageording o
populatien), but the party may be
sounding cut Dallt organisations
and activists That sabd, nocall Dally
organisations are opposed m sub-
elasstfieation. The Dalit Sungharsha

Samithl (D55) of Karnwmka, for |

example, has halled the apex
coures oeder,

On the other hand, the poliges
class toa man have dencunced the
Iden of excluding the ‘sreamy layer'.
lin 968, the apex cowrt extendead
the coneegt, appicable 1o reserva-
thom for OB, to quotas for SCETS
In governmant employment. The
Centre promptly asked for & re
view! Even now, i sticks to the
stand that there 1s no provision foe
o 'ereamy layer' in quotas for SC/ST,

Tl argument s thar SCSTs can-
not be equated with OBCs, because
the former suffer an exaggerared
level of seclal  discriodnation,
which has nothing o do with their
economic advancement, [n effect,
equal economic satus does noo
tramslate o soclal paring Bur
theres no denying that a well-off
petson whis happens o ol froma
subaltern cusee 14 @ log less Hikely o
faee diserimination than one who is
econarnbeally weak. Politcions and
chvil servants who have faced no
dizadvantages rthroughour thelr
lives sudlf et the benefln of reserva-
thom, often at the cost of someonne
who needs It far more,

Perhaps the hest expression of

the argument that soclal status fol-
lows from economic empower-
ment comes from  businessman
Bilind Komble; “Defenr Caste with
Capiral”. What door ean remain
closed 10 Ragesh Saraiya, Billion-
alre-CEO of Germany-hased Sreel
Mont Trading Lrd, who owns his
Dl sramis? In any event, 175 years
of reseevation las made no differ-
ence to social starns, then theres no
gunrantee that the next 75 years
will - not unless the weakest
ameng the Dalits are empowered.

The lack of supporting daa
emoble  sub-classificacion  and
Identification of the ‘treamy layer”
15 cerrainly & congern, but not an
Insurmiountable one. Aftes alleni-
meration & the job of governments
and UIDAR will make It much eas-
Bew I may ke cime, hor stete goy-
EFMITENTS CAR S8T Up commlasions
o collect and analyse carte-specific
data, and apply it 5o a8 0 benells
the mess socially and economdeally
challenged - the Tast man’ in the
quese.

Bhmadnop Kang 18 & séeior joamais wih
38 yunrs of exparkerse o working with
MaEe nTwsnAaars and mag azin . She (s
T O rdepancient witlar and authar

Bengal horror: Is there no safe
space at all for women?

The time for empty promises is over. Our leaders must act decisively
to create a society where safety is not a privilege but a guarantee

ton leng, Twelve vears may have
passed, bur the mindser remalig
unchanged. Instead of demanding
Jusrice, some stli question the vic-
thin's netions, as i ehe responstbiliey
for such brutality could ever rest
an her shoulders.

This bneldent s & stark peminder
thar despite the passage of tme,
the progress we elaim to have made
remalng superflelal. Indin most
canfrant 5 deep-seared misogyny
and wrgently reevaluate 113 eom-
mltment o protecting its womes

In a seathing rebuke, the Cal-
eutrn High Court has laid bare the
egreglous fallures of Mamats Ba-
nerjeg’s gevernment in the horrifie
rupe and murder case. The Kollkars
polless ivestigstion wis o travesty,
morked by staggering ineptiude
and eallous disregard for the vie-
tien's family. The foree's fatlure m
disclose the true nature of the
erfmae, insread peddling a false nar-
ratlve of subcide, 15 & damnlng (n-
dicrmient of their comperence.

Banerjee's belated Intervention,
replare with hollow assurances,
onky served 1o underscore her od-
ministeation’s  cluelessness, Her
stunning vole-face, advocating for
n CHBI probe after years of ralling
ngainst the agency, betrays a stark
|k of fakth In her cwn pollee force,
This dupllciry ratszs fundamental
questiong about her leadership and
the prustwaor thiness of her govern-
ment,

The chief minister. who wields

sllowed to drive and
should take driver or cab,
otherwise they will intl-

clientele, If we wantto
stop drunkdriving all the

unprecedented power as pollce
minister, home minlster.  and
health minister, stands exposed as
& leader hereft of conviction or
competence. Her ad steation’s
fullures are systemie, reflecting &
deep-seated rot that threatens the
very fabric of governance In Wesar
Bengal

This ease |2 @ searing Indiciment
of o government In disarrsy, a
podivlcal system En tamesa. The gov-
ermnment  medical eollege, en-
rusted  with  protecting s
students. has fatled abysmally. Ha-
nerfee’s own words, hinting ot in-
ernal complicity, only serve o
further erode trust. The stench of
admislsrrative failure hangs heavy,
while the politeal lntent behlnd
this ragedy remains shrouded in
suaplelon. One thing 1s clear: Ma-
maty Hanerjee's government las
been found wanting, s credibiliy
Is In rogrers, The people of Weal
Bengal deserve berter.

In the progressive world of 2024,
where India aspires to be the Vish-
wigury, we are foced with o harsh
and undentable truth: women are
atill not safe in thelr workpiaces,
The right 10 & safe worklng en-
vironmeent is fundomental, yet it re-
malns eluslve. This case lays bare
the Fatlures of owr sociery, our lnstl-
rutlons and eur government,

W must confrant the grim real-
Ity: workplace safety far women (o
India s a mirage. Desple the exlae
ence of pollcies ke the Vishakha

be allowed by them to mate the pofice. But this hicles aftar gatting

drive his car and they does not happen because  drunk.

should provide himwitha  bars and restaurants Maya Bhatlcar, Mumbal
driver. The rule shouldbe  don't want to take the re-

made byall the bars and sponeibility of drunk China's FDI

MATRIX

places where drinks are
provided should Insiston
clients not driving ve-

The political fallout of
allowing China in FDIwill
hit any palitical party
very hard. After making
avery effart to boycott
Chinese goods during
Indian fastivals, it would
hurt the patrotic senti-
ments of many uftra-na- .
tionalists who are ready -
o take on anybody who
opposes thelr senti-
ments on China. Any-
body with the slightest
knowiedge of sconomics
will understand that it
makes senze to allow
Chinese FDI &8 it would
help the nation economi-
cally. However, thare are
bound to bea security

Guideliives and the Prevention of
Sexual Harassment (POSH) Act,
thelr effectiveness is questionable,
The number of meidents nvolving
molestatian, verbal abuse, and
other forms of horsssment by
powerful men in the workploce |3
araggering.  How many  moee
women must suffer before we rec-
ognige that these policies sre not
anaught!

The situation is exacerbated by
the sppulling practice of victim-
blaming, In 2024, when we clalm o

4 progressive  nation, the
sceirge of victim-shaming persisis.
Too many sl beleve that o
woman’s actlons or cholces some-
how Justify the vielence Inflicted
wpois her, This e mindaer muse
be eradicated, and there i3 8 grow-
Ing demand for victim-blaming o
b eriminalised. The sutrage is pal-
pabibe, and it {5 time we listen.

The esse at RG Kar Medieal Cel-
lege ralses urgent guestions about
the state of security In our public
Inseiturions: A clvic volungeer, San-
Jay Roy, now in cusoody, hod wore-
stricted pecess o the hospial,
despite backing tralning and auth-
ority. How can such & person be en-
wrissted with security® The misuse
of civle wolunteers by political
parties 1o control thelr territories
has compramised the safery of our
elties. This 15 a failore na fuss of law
enforcément bur of politcal gov-
ernance,

In & world where women in-

ereasingly work night shifts In in-
dustries ranging from [T to health-
care, the safery of these women is
under severe threat, If such a hei-
nous crlme can oeour o Kollats,
how safe are women elsewhore?
What ks the government's pelicy w
protect thase who mist trevel and
work during the night!  The
answer, iraeems, 13 woefully inad-
Uty

The accountability for this fall-
ure 5 clear. The West Bengal gov-
ernment. led by Mamar Banerjee.
has handed over the case o the
CHI, distancing lesell from the re-
spunslbilicy, Bur deflecring blame
will nit solve the problem. Pulitesl
leadars must be held accountabbe,
and Justice must not become d
casualy of political rhetoric,

Ad proteses enupt across the na-
temn, led by thousands of ralnes
docroes and eivil seclery, one thing
is elear: the demand For justice is
nor Just about this one case. It 5a
demand for & safer Indla, where
women cin work, travel, and live
without fear, The time for empry
promaes (s aver, Our leaders mst
act decisively o create a soclety
whee safery 15 not a privilege but
o guarantes, [t is their duty — a
duty that cannot be shirked or de-
ferred.

The author, o columpist and rossarcn
scholas, toaches journakism st St Xwisr's
Callege (mtcncmaus), Kolkats, He tweats
ail Esayantan_gh. Views ao parscnal

Dear reader, We are eager to know your opinlons, eomments and suggestions, Write to lettersi@ip|.co.in with the title of the letter In the sublect line.
Uséng snadl maii? Send your letters to The Free Press jowrnal, Free Press House, 215 Free Press Marg, Nariman Point, Mumbal 400021,

concerns and that manding higher Income tharne uld e langer
matter should be sorted cap for deniaé for reserva-  any doubt that the gains of
aut. Money has no colour tiong benefite knthis re- resarvations amangst the
gard, one generation underprivileged sections

3?:,?,,'1‘:2’1 I,:-:::;;.?:::f hawing been uplifted so- alnee the funding of the
dering, all FDI shauld be clally and economically ublic heve bean most

: ourt of powerty must make hsphazardly distributed.
welcome wary for the othar far more

Anthony Henriques, | 0o 5 niaged whom they

Mumbal

Cutting across quota system
Soclal and economic
aduality 22 a netional pro-
ect seenns to hava fal-
tered badly. As it s, tha
creamy layer for the OBC
reservations hes not been
implemented properly. In-
com criteria for exclusion
too hes posed problems,
with some sections de-

had left behind. Inother

1HASAN EAEN

wiords, those who have
made It through resenda-
trons must make way for
others less fortunate. With
Judicial ned for quotas
wiithin quotas it wousd now
e the state governments
and the centre as well o
arrive atan amicable sol-
ution. In the final analysis

Anandambal Subbu,
Trichy




m'lf Erihllne JTALANTHAR | T

LT GEN 55 MEWTA RETD)
FORMER WESTERN ARMY
COMMUANCER S FOUNCERMIEMBER,
PUNE INTERNATIONAL CENTHE

N 1071, it wan our
view that when a
neighbour s under a
genocidal attack, It s
our responsibility to
liberute i1 with support
from its beleaguered mass.
e for on enduring politieal
settlement. 18 was i Hiimidn-
iarian Intervention, The
Pakigtunl surrender then
wint toa Joint Com mund
Bessicles li beration, an update
fothe UN Charter ook birth, It
lexd o the UN enunciating the
principleof the Respon sihility
0 Protect’ In Michoel Wale
er's seminal woek, Just end
Loyt Wk, i woon ' Just wr”
Armissgg e masy strategie
lemon
lated ) .
Mukees, pubilished in The Tr-
bune on August 125, we also
provided an ohjedt lesson in
POW treatmment with implicit
application of the Geneva
Convention. Also, tha in con-
Mt tustions, militey mle
will olwuys be bested by
chemmwcracis, espedially when
barbansm s courdeted by
humanism — our coms value
Additionally, the workd ake
witnessoed  that  relighous
exorptnaliem notwi thatard-

(80 eloiuently artkcu
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ing. thee fight for equity and
Tuman dignity is supreme
Eversthing else is secondary:

Half o contury lites, in 2024,
it b tirse o buld on it becoune
thie workl has dhunged. Echo
ing our PM — “this s not an
wra ofwar” — it isagain tmeto
wet the cotrse. The mvis of
oprrations hus widenel

The ovemient in
Paryglachesh, and in lange trucis
o et ghbourhoosd, s s tuim-
ingt podnit for South Asia, o it s
v et parts of Uhee wark),

The happenings acros the
workd are o reminder tat
[peace, prosperity and devel
opmenit cannot be sacrifioed
it the alar of security thivats,
Toth imagined and neal
Contd- 10, climule change
conflict have abrondy tik-
heir loll with the list two
seeing a rise soch passing
day. The worst s yet o coime

Inmchcase, the greatest loss
in o the citieen. The citien
houilel e e rechus arond
whor we need toladld o seou-
ity wrop o else Uhe ok fios will
fall. Material gain and ferriory
wnnat popl e Uhe priimney of
fthe citizen. Of course, ermiory
i Mnked by selfassteem; i can
mever be conceded, but there
e tmes when the citien
ocupbes primacy of place,
Thaat thrme ks e

Every demnoenacy shoukd e
the moment to infroged,
piply el cormectives and thin
el p carve & trpectory that s
Toth instructive and exasmipli-
fiew the klea that U workd i
one, Unity in diversity is the
Ny e i wae it g o Uharcit
toen, above all elie, b the fist
nll ofany electod grvernment.

OPED
South Asia should embrace the belliwether moment

W are blesssd — our foun-
elathion Ia rooted in diversity
We chierish demoeraay, Now
Uhat Largest in the reghon both
In gioe and econamy, we nbo
have o responsbiity, We
noed to embmee the moment
and bl p maoke South Asia o
knowhedge  powerhou e
Tt fior the good of all within,
wndd in sor dhodng share it cone
tribution biyond.

Tt willl e Ly oy s
youth everswhere— it brings
for them a civilbsatonal touch;
i mercantiist, bt principled
el bered om valuis, A revais
o, it o evolution, o tde
thiat i seen wn Hiting all boots
‘within and without,

All our nelghbouns stand ot
WY Junition — in the enlight-
inved it Lo b billion
that teskde here, we have o
shared responaibilty. I we,
the 1.4 billion, dont tike the
lood, the military industria
complexes of the workl will
mencly the altar — and then

RESPONSHUILITY: Incia must helpy

Ihere willbebuy-in
trom the youth
everywhere—ifit
brings for them a
civilisational touch;
notmercantilist, but
principled and
based onvalues
atide thatis seen
as lifting all boats
withinandwithout.

Frant
Ll b the chvill sational linel.

W oy el o' South Asin
Preavoe Prosperity Democricy

because we @n't

Lone' (BAFPDE), with overy
mernber reserving the right
to join whatever olar, with
the proviso that It s not
Imimical to the democratie
Interests of the mone,

We have bem ambivalent
oloul having such o strucdure
ol ehindogue und eoopemtion
toder oot in South Asia, Cur
parepation in te CICA(Con-
Betenee on Interaction and
Confidence Bulkling M-
wures in Amia) from 1009 wos
with this in mind Unfortu-
mately, not many pesc tionemn
It Irichian e inderesteed in this

Ouir pivlierence & for bilat
eral diplomuacy, even though,
of thmes, 1t has negative cone
mepuences. Ourexperience in
Koibsul b Awyggust 2021, in
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Malklives
el now Bangloches bl (s
trute this. Pethaps o South

Asian strocture will belp coll
thir blulT mmong those nelgh-
bours whe use throat s an
aliksl for aning otheri

the workl's largest
demicrocy, and son to be
the third langest economy, we
have o respotaibility W belp
ralse the South Asian flagas
o il for the world.

The SAPPDZ  charter
should st the minimum
ncliide the fullowing
Fotering inclushvity: Advo-
mbte policles that reduce
nequabty, ensuring that eoo-
nommiie growth benefite all seg
meentsof socdety in the reglon
Champloning  education
and innovatlen: By sup-
porting educot lon and tech-
nological innovation, India
cun help transform South
Asia into a hub of knowl
edge and creat ity
Cullural diplomacy India
should leverage the reghon’s
rich cultural heritage to bulld
stronger ties with s neigh-
bours, foatering o mense of
regonal identity and unity.

Al nathons
ahinike] contritnite o maldng
the meygon amicchel for theworkd
b terms of peace, prospenty
] sustainabile development
Respect for  sovereignly
Muitun | respect for sovereign-
ty and territorial intesrity,
encournging dialogue over
dlinpudes rather than conflict
Conunilene ol Lo democracy
Promide democrotic vahues
based on equal participation
in the region, expecting

s apolition] milary,
Cooperation: In reghnal prop
ectx that abm ol sharad pros
perty, sich o infrostroctune
development and hoaltheore.
Sports With India seting s
sights on hosting the 2066
Orbyrrplest, It shonbel e o jolnt
wiakan to seecvery South Adan
rustiom on the pocum. Nothing
uirslbess poopile e than sports.
Disaster reliel, Wilh disus
teers, both noturnd and man-
madie, on e rise, thisshould
e the 11" for the reghon

Mo Zanbomyg b sty mpr
o b harve sabck “The Enst
winel prevails over e West
wind”, and i b TN Ninan's
view that in the gobal power
builarnes: o, “Uhwe st winwd is
Tl inavkig hader than bfon",

However, an the worlid's
lorgest  democracy.  Inciia
nevddi o minke b stronger aon-
triburtion o the East wind A
globalisation of our civiliss
thonil thougdl — non- g
sive, bendgn, nondhmeatening.
sharing and caring, blowing
Fast aned Wt — with know)
ecie anthe legal bondes

W e & prose] bk pooorel
With thecontribationafthecan
wept of “ter’, our winid blew
Eawt ancd West. Tmagine whiaw
the workd wandd be without it
Nowg it s time o genemto te
et wane — knowdocge-beel.

It shoukd be South Asia's
contribution io te East wind
Uhat bslows i all dirsction o
birklge the yowning happs
ness gup for all those keft
reshisnd — n Il and in our

L nirkes Lo
upiold human fghts, hold
free and falr elections, ensure
tranaparent governanoe and

nelghbourhood, mol fonget-

timg the Gilobald South,
The cnthor s o mewber of
the Tl v Trmaat

Itis in Indias interest to assist crisis-hit neighbours

SUSHMA RAMACHAND RAN
SENOR FINANCIAL JOURNALIST

§ turmoil contin-
wes in Bangladesh
desgiite Uhe Formi
tom of an mberm
overmament, Indin
stands out as e aole bight
»p-: i South Asa om the eoo-
front. Our  eestem
mmhh:m han faced @ eco-
nomie downturm in recent
yean, whibe 51 Lanka in the
south has been reonvedng
froin herpoli ol and eonom.
e thit erupbisd Two yeani
ago, Pukistan is also dnig
lingg todeal with inflation and
the laenden of inbemitional
debt, and s GDP growth
remains below 3 per ool
In sharp contrast, Indin
recorded robust economic
wrowth of nearly & per cent
im thse st fiscal, and infla-
tion has moderated toa five-
yoear low of 35 per oemt
Interestingly, both S Lan-
ka and Bangludesh seemisd
ter b doing better than thelr
big brother neighbour in
terms of  development
indices st one point. Faulty
policies stalled grovth and
engulfid them in political
uphedvals that foreel their
heads of government to fee

oy mafiety alircacd

In the cose of Bangadesh,
which s in the eye of a
storm, it was described as an
econonbe  mirack  until
tecently. This was surpris-
ing for a nation conaidired
o o i o et s for iy
decades pince its croition in
1671, After Sheikh Homina
Thoed o urned power in 2000,
o drive was launched 1o
acoekerate the pace of devel
opment. Investment wos
mude  in infrastructure,
while focus was laid on
industry and services, The
result wad o sustalned
wowth rate of over 0 per
went for roughly o decode

This el to 8 raphd rse in
per capita income levels. At
e poknt, India's per capiia
GDP wd gl feantly i gher
than that of Banigkadesh. Bul
it had fallen behind by 2020
her developmient parame-
twrs alsn improved, with
infant mortality rates lower
thans thone in Dndia and Puk-
ttan And its life exqpectancy
Iecame the highest in the
South Astan region

Thisre were inherent fava,
however, in the emnomic
strabeiry adoptiod by Hasna's
Awami League government.
A b one was Use nlianee on
o singe incdustry, that is,
meady-made  garments 1L

¥

TROUBILE: The shustion begme

A/

T * "
deteriorste |n Bargghnckes hweth Bve onset of the Covkd-10 pandermic

I 20020 e garment fnctorkes shut down for mondie, cresting widespread unemployment. mm s

tances  from the
dinspora.

Tt sdbuantion besgun o ditis-
rombe with the onset of the
Conidd- 10 pandiemic in 2020 ax
et fuctorkes shut down
for months, cresting wide
rpeenel unemployment. The
mvnario worsened with the
ol o U Ullormioee war bn
222, making importy, espe-
clly Nied, more expensv.
Hemittances dropged while
Wobial recessdony trends ked
toa dlip in the demand for gar
ment exports, The curvnt
wocount deficlt wickend, and
foreign  exchange  reserves

Mlenly © 1 Uhi

WerseaN

Racarne  hug)

wr fior the economy, snc it still
wccointy for 85 per conlof the
omantry's exporte Thee other
writical lifeline for the econo-
my was the inflow of remit-

mately, Ban gladesh sought o
loan of 4.7 bilh on  which was
granted by the Internutionol
MuoewrLnry Fund (IMF) in oor-
by 2023,

There is potential
for disruption to the
domestic economy

witha contagion

effect from the
countries bcing
economic
cmemgencics,

The economic woes of
the past few years have
been the backdrop for the
unrest that ultimately led
to the downfall of e Hasi-
neled  government.  But
the political upheavals
coudd have long term ram-
Micotions unless bilateral
relations are brought bock
on an even keel Apart
fromi the §12-billion annual
tracle, Indian companies
have madk sizable invest:
ments in Bangladesh

Amid uncertainty; 1 i
ulrendy talk of shifting the
units back to India. Such an
altitude would ultimately
have u negotive outcome.
Firstly, the withdravwal of
investments orcutting tde
thes wouldl deprive India of
an eastly ncovsible market

Second by, creating o vacuum
in the supply of basie goods
coubd lead to o Mocd of cheup
Chinese  imports  inlo
Bangladesh. Amd sinee the
Roragg Lamel kel b redatively
porous, these could find
theeir way o India

Begides, there has been
Increased  coopemtion  in
infrostructure. Severnl aredit
liren had been provided to
Banglsdesh for the develop-
etk of road, rall and port
progects. In addition, Indis
hiis been exporting electric
ty to Dhaka, 18 woulkl be in
the interest of both countries
to ensure that such develop
mental projects are not dis-
rupted in any way.

There Is ss much concern
about Sri Lanka, President
Randl Wickremeainghe hod
negotiated o $2.6-billion IMF
loin to bring the eoonomy
bk on rack, Inda, too, pro-
wicherd i &35 il lion Josn 1o the
mnh-strapped country,

The dewnturn in that coun
try's fortunes was coused by o
serles of unusual econombe
policen by the previous gov-
ommienl. This Bxduded deep
Ra curt tht ceatid mervere reve
enue shortfalls, The sitution
wias worseniod by a decision to
ddenly ghift to organic fer
Rilisers. The mowe bed to short
ages of the staple foodgrain,
o, mned S main oosh coop,
o, Onesof the lay condition -
Btiess Rkl chowen by U IMF s
a molllwsik of the o outs

As for Pakistar, i han toke
on recolrse yel agin toan

IMF Joun, But last year's ers
ui g, wherninflation ghot upto
nearly 40 per cont, has been
overcome; it has now moder
wed to 1LE per cenl
Besicles, foredgn exchange
reserves am no longer ol
dangerously low levels

One of the reasons for Lhe
hardships there was i deck
o Raken by the Iran Khan
povernment o out retal
petrolewm ot al 8 Ume
when world prioes had risen
shuply. Debt incurred ax o
result of the involvement in
China's Belt and Road Lnitia-
tive also reportedly pliyed o
role i the econamie distress.

Therefore, Inci remaing an
oty in South Asia with u
sustadned  groeth mbe and
weady post-Covid recovery,
Wit Uhete b potential for dis
tuption o thee domestic soomi:
my with a contagion effict
fromn the serounding ooury
tries facing eoomic emer
enches, Assistance Lo neigh-
bours like Sei Lanka b vy
musch in Invelin®s imderest. The
ot of o fudl iyl econotry on
Ik will be even groter in
thasesso ol Banglacesh, inview
ol theextrernedy long Land boes
de Apart from e mlated
o frade and Investoend, an
immediate concom would be
oy infhax of mefugess. It can
only be hoped that the new
Ierim  gavernment moves
swiftly 1o seatore order and
e that the economy is
Tk on track. This will be in
the best interest of the entine
region i n thee long run.
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THURSDAY 15 AUGUST 2024 | DELHI

JOAY marks the YEih bide
pendence Day of this prowd
nathon. Tricolours Hutter across the
Tenygthy and breadih of the country
and patrlotic songs blare out from
loudspoakers, Patriotls fervour per
vades the comntry. Among lts top
merils, Iedin bs forecast to chock an
average aniaal growth rate of 6,7%,
ot ntially turming the workds thind-
largest economy by 2001, trading
behbnd the US and China, Toslay, o
15 the Sth langest with a G of 83,7
trilllon, edipung UK economy,
With 14 billion plus sumbers,
it s abvo the workds most popudous
country SHIL s oot feeling heavy
and ambling lke an clephart, but
making raphl strides in terms of
economle growth, achleving food
sfsutficiency and breaking new
prownds b sclevce and technology,
Incsding IT. A econanile power-
s, It is o nucheararmed state

with a formidalde defence, Desplee
humsongous dverdty In languages,
religions, waditions and practices,
Tl ariady exenaplifies unity in de
versity,

Noother country con boast of so
vadd a treasure trove of musle and
daie, gastronomic deights, histori.
cal places, tourtsm sites and archi.
tectural splendours. Home 1o the
most anciend dharma in the world -
Sanatan = he country abso gave brth
i relipgions like Buddhism, labnism,
besdeles fostering major chvllizations,
sy as far back as 2,600 BC, wch a
Indus Valley civitization, the Vedic
Age. Emplres have been many and
s tich tapestey of warlous foods,
culures and traditions, Inchiding
those from [ embrace ol every
ather religion in the warkd, s unri-
valled in the world. It is not an kots
ol exaggeration i one says that Idls
has been the crasdle of dvilisation, It

flfted aposthes of peace such us lad-
dha, Mahavir, Nanak, and Gandhi
o the world. Tnelans’ pmpmn:r- for
o democmtic system never falls 1o
balle political pundis. In a workd
beset with wan aid conflicts among
races o natlons, India remalng o
beacon of hope, fit bo ply a global
preacemuber i lolty values sustaln s
sandpoints on many a global e,
At no podmt of time one should s
weime that peace kving pacifist Indly
I weak and meek; the hardh neallty
is that . can strike agalnst dismp-
Wive terror designs with alacrity and
i,

Yet, dismaying realiies confrom
the nathin Tragedies like traln il
haps, bridge eollapses. human: In-
duced landalides, continue by pol
the nation’s consclence now  and
then, Trath be tobd, notwithstanding
clubimg of rukess - Central or Slate -
on this day, the country is no farlng

Politically free, India pines for many a freedom

af the rate it should be, In job coes-
thon, heabh, mutrition, sanitation,
discases control or prevention, or
even prifection 1-( Ilunm rights
It comtinues 10 grapple 10 stave off
many fradties such s rising crimes
againg wonen, relighous bgotry,
birgeonlng corraption due 1o polit-
leo-babu mexus et al. Justice Is long
shenbed for o large number of peojple,
including thousands of poor wder-
trialy, Incarcerated for Imabilay
secure b,

When shall Indla celebrate free-
domm from so aany Bls plagak
country, ran as it is by a political sys
ter steepad In corntion, nepotism,
Indiflenence, and (neficlency? If ne-
tas canmot book beyond pecuniary
benefits of thelr posdtions, who 1
blame! Here, one and all must cone
Nernplate why [ndia ranks 126 o of
143 countrien on the Warld Happl-
e e, behind even Libya, frag,

Palestine, and Niger, And why has
Finband beasme Ew happest coun
try for the seventh successive year?
Baw mindster Arjun Ran Meghwal
had recenly wild Lok Sabla that
while the 25 High Courts were bur-
alenvedd with over 61 Likh cases, lower
courts were groaning under about
A4 crome cases for decades. Routine
ball rejections by trial and HCs are
i big concerm, Add to the gravity of
e situatbon agrarban catastophes,
cdam collapaes, vl nlghtmanes and
Hlood mismanagement,

Each one of us peeds 1o expouse
and practise beotherhood, peace
amd tolerance, religlous amity, and
nalloillam, As it Prine Minks-
ter Pandit Jawaharlal Nebra asked
from the ramparts of Red Fort 78
syuars agn; Are we brave enough and
wise enough 1o grsp this opportu:
nlty and accepl the challenge of the
Future?™ Happy Insdependence Day!

Looking back at special moments
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IVIL servants are exe
pected 1o be sellelface
IO ABGIVITONS,  Gseen
il unheard. And, as | ofton
pointed ot 1 the palitical
Beaders with whom | worked,
while i service, bureaverin
are there 1o be meady 1o fige
ithe blaimie, dhould soneililig
go wiong, and willing ghadly
10 comncede the credit 1o their
politha] masters, when a de-
wlelon proves succestul and
pogilar | absided by that ar
rangement  throusghout my
service, . Bt now that | have
retheed wnsd there are far few
er mestrictions pliced upon
iy apeaking and writhig |
Teel free o recall some of my
experlences  which, hope
Tully, will inberest the reaslers.
Having succeshully overs
womme the handicap of pre.
mature birth, 1 became an
almost normal chikl by the
Nimse | wias theee months okl
e alterioon, | was sipping
wrape jukoe s Himalaya Cool
Errinks, a shogp siiwated af L
Corner, a Uit distance sway
From our honwe, in Mylapare
in the then Madras | was
al years old, and as was my
wond, | was chatboring mon.
stop with the owner of the
shop, A couple of gentlemen
connocted with the movie
production  industry  wene
abe present. Apparenily, im.
pressod by ny exuberance
wnal talkativeness, they asked

me  whether

b act b Al
When | mast enthusiastical-
Iy replied that | wouldl, they
wuggiewted that | go for an s
ditton and 1 readily agroed.
They ok o Dwone awl
afler obtaining my mether's
permision, ook me to &
nearly movie studio for an
audighon, which apparently
proved  salisfactory,  Soon,
1 slgmed up for o gode noa
manvie called "Mamahars, and
s began, o age six, my ca-
reer i acting. which was to
Tast fiow the next three years.

Directed by the legend
ary film proshocer and diree-
tor LV Prassd ‘Manohard
s shod [ Aliree langiages,
namely Hindl, Teuga amd
1w ton play e
prinee, The shoot-
ingt tork place i Pakahiraja
Stadim i Colimbatore, My
mother and | trwvelled 1o
Colmbatore by train, 18 was
an avernight journey aml
1 remember how | spent &
wheeplois might, nevvous wisl
Trightened, as on the samse
trask, o tmin bad been de
wadled by Rerropins, 4 coupls
ol days earliee “The movie
Beatuwed in the lead, the leg:
endary  Sivaji L
s Uhvere that | st saw the
Iepeindary  Travancore  sis
ters, Lalitha, Padming. ad
Ragini,

Anoiher inckbent which
1 recollect wvidly, from my
octing days, is that of 1 V
Prasal  accidentally  hun
bty e i a st In anither
oo of  his Tempudu
Koduka! He, as my fther
b the movie, was o pretensd
o hit me while 1 protected
wymll with my palm, which
the camena would mod cabch,
The arrangement, however,
Bailed ot the last moment,

Thoeretically speaking, it wos umlufum

torharv asked for

which roguest may have boon grantod. But | neally srw
roason 10 do 80, 50 theno | wars |n o courtp resided over by

fr

an officer of far lower rank, standing in the witness box and
affering tostimony undor oath, But that ks the Law of the land

anad | receivied a ressunding
slp on my check! Angry
and upsel, | ran away honwe,
aid refined b go back for
shooting wntil Prasad called
an my mother ad appeased
e by glving me te game of
“Frashe, s poplar with chil
i those days.

el an inchdent |
wemember I8 from o movie
culled “Maradalu Pelll, on
the sets of which, in Nep:
tune Studio in Madras, the
Bamvonis South Disdian ¢har
acter wctor Mikkanala used
t carry me around on the
palim of hansl! (dne scene
i the movie hasd the lady
poriraying my mothers role
prasslng away. | was supposed
o ey o Ier boddy, Which
1 stubbornly pefused 1o do,
widll my mother was called
o the winiclio, and 1 was ase
sured that all was well,

1 portrayed the role of o
pringe, onee again, ina Tl
g mavie called Dharma
Dhevaia, As o measre of
punishment, for the crime
af theowing a stone and ac

cadentally huirting the ki,
the prince i asked 1o be fed
1o B, Thee imteresting pan
wan that, eeallty belng ac-
corded such a high priarity
I those days, | was act-
ally taken 10 the Madras poo,
whire || o g hrough
the harmowing experlence of
actually walking e o lion's
cape,  Nothing  untewarsd
lappened, of course, but it
certabnly was a chilling ex
perience,

In 19540, the  Andhra
state wis carved out of the
eriwhile  compaabie  Ma
dras wiate, 10 cater to the
eniands ol Tl
speaking peopdo of the car
lier dispersation. My lather
alecided 1o mwove to Guiur,
where the High Court of the
new stte wa ho be located.
We iravellod by irain and, w
many wayskde rallway sta
vons, crowds thnonged the
atforma, in order 1o take a

bosisk, b | was s bl some
sart of w child war in their
minds. Father woulkd joke
for years later, saying that he

thimigght that they had actu.
ally carme to see him!

A an Asshstant Collecior
(unsder tralningh, as a Sub
Collector, and later, as o Jol
Callector, one of my fune:
tHons wa Iear appeals
preferred over Ahe  juidge:
ments of varbous swhondi
nate functionaries. When |
Became o Distriet Collocto,
1w haoping ihai 1 had, i
1ally, reached the stuge when
et texhionss, aisd, sommewhat
unappealing, chore woulkl
1o longer be periormed. B,
then, Thad ot reckoned 1
e possibility that I, mysell,
iy have to e a1 the re
Ingg end one day! Sonme
ter pertainkig o a decibon |
had takeis earlier, when | was
Sl Collecton, Ongole, had
come up befare a Sub Judge,
it Chirala, a part of my earll:
el jurishiction i the meigh-
Doimirhivg Prabasam  disiiiet.
1 wiss summoned 1o appear
Tefione that court, wnd duly
ol yed the summons,

‘Theoretically speaking. 0
was posaible for me 1o have
akeed for an exemption fom
personal appearance, which
request  may  have  been
franted. But | really saw no
Fedason b o so So there |
wis {1 court presided over
by an officer of far lower
k. standing in the whines
oo wnal offering testimany
under oath, Hur that s the
law o the land, One thing 1
lave ahways falbed o wmber-
stand abwwit the procedures
Tillavend by the courta in our
counry is why witnesses, the
defendant and the complain.
ant are bl made o stand
while deposing. Mot the case,
certainly, for insande, i the
US. Adter all, witnesses and
efendanis have commbited
no crime and even e ace
cusesd is expected 0 be held

to be innocent wntil proved
cillver wise,

1 joined the MG High
Seheol at Guntur soon affer
father hasd moved there b
ool up practice biv the newly
comtitued High € of
Awillsra state, For the annial
sl dlay celebratiom, the
headmuaster of the inabii-
v, hawing heard of my i

Quilte unvulﬂln!lp 1 e
weloped cold feet just ws [ was
about i begin o speak, The
earlier experience unber s
Vights 21 wan ina controlled
anililence, with shots being
wiceptible 1o repetition, if
no satisfactory, Here was an
aucience live and expectant,
smething | was not quite
i v Bvem iy earlier ra
b progranin i Madra had
no adience divectly, waich
g o listening 1 was 1o
tally tongue-thed, | somehow
managed to go tmugh with
the formality of completing
the speech,

The headmaster, noediess
1o way, was Burbous ad e
fused to grant an audience
for o few days. What was
worse, Justice Koka Subba
Raa, the distingshed urist,
then the Chiel Justice of the
Andhra High Court, who
would go on to become the
Chlef Justice af the coun:
try, und be known for many
landmark vendicts, smiled
sympathetically at me, as |
approached him afer the
act, and sald, “Mohan, in the
future, o least emember bo
bust o your fly!”

{Thve writer was fornenly
Chitef Secroli
Governinnenit of

Anelhra Prafeshy)

WHY FREEDOM AT MIDNIGHT?

I I A aryy

N the occasion of vur Independ:

mee Day, Incvitably, one 18 nee
minded of the celebrations during the
Gokden Jubike Celebration 15 yean
aga. Ooe tends 1o remember the many
midnight functions crganised then 1o
miark our "Freedom at Midnight' and
the contomitant Inconvonknces one
Hhadd 1 g ehroughs grogey-eved! Mor-
ilully, this time around, we are spared
alf mich nociurnal celebrations, but the
question continues to be arked: Why
an earth dk we choose 19 be free al
an unesrthly hour? Was it by cholce
ar by compulshon! What was specid
about that midnight hour for our
“Tryst with destiny? Hve you over
wordered? And theneby hangs a Hitke
Rale, nol widely known, that | will re-
ot bebaw,

To anwwer these quentions, | need
o o my memores back do 1oy,
when as o research scholar in NUL 1
had @ gap year, Having completed the
conirve work for M Pl with a high
rade polnt, 1 was eligible for direct Ph
13 (for which | reghstered, though not @
priority for methen], bat was underge
o appoar for the Civil Services Exam,
As Dwas relatively free, my Prolessor
and guide aked nve 1o help the inter
matiomally celcheated authors Lanry
Walling and Dombnkque Laplerre (of
“Frocdorn o Midnight' fame) 1o odit the
personal papers and private desuments
of Lord Louis Mountbaiten | the lat

Viceray, which they had collectad for
their best scller publication. Thai’s how
1 was pwanpend by huge boad of mate-
vlal which I b 1o ferret out for new
publications, later brought out in two
weparste volumes, vie, "Moantbatten
and the Partithon of Indla’ and Mo -
barten and Tndependent India

That is when 1 stumbled upon an
Interesting mterview of Losd Meunt-
Batten by the authors of the boak dur-
Ing thelr course of vearch far the
international best wller, ‘Freadom at
Midnight! The recorded imterview was
pubsliskiesd b the firs part of the new
publication Mountbatten and the Parti-
thait of Bndla, Let’s hear from the hare's
mouth, a b were, s Mounibatien roc-
ollects in these excerpts from his inter-
whew, characterised by hin irademark
arrogance and Inaouciance;

i3, The cememony of August 15 had
na precedent, Wha lnvented It engh-
neered it

A Well, | discussed it with Nehrw The
Furat il oot s g (il of couree,
s that | had veboctod August 15 because
I wan the date of the Japancse surren
der - which had only tabien place, dorit
Forget two years ago = but | hadiit con

wiilted the sitralogee,

As yous ko, the Indians ane rdelled
with astrology, | didat nealiae i1, O an
Inauspicious day one could do nothing,
Well, Nehnu didn't bebieve in astrodogy,
bt he wakd so many poople did, and
that 14 chosen an unproplibous day. |

While the date, August 18,
wiss foued arbitranly by an
gotisical Viearoy, what [
surpetsing Is that the Indian
Teaders rather meekly
submitted to hiswhims
and Tanclos| When Nehng

bronched it with othor leaders, apparently there was stif resistanes,
particularly, from Sarcar Patel and J 8 Kipalonl who wanted to avold
the Insuspleious day. Eventually, It was left 1o an Ingenious astroloeal
subterfuge to resaka this conundum

suppase it was silly of i 0ot 1 con-
|m the astrodogers, but | had forgotten.

He sabdl, "Never mind. If youi agree
that we can have a midnight meeting
aned just belore the midnight srikes,
we'll ransfer power, thatll be all the
mone auspleious”

And | thought - what a marvel.
loaus, dransathc ke, having a midnight
mecting while the rest of the world
sheeps - andl you'll semernber .., 'This
wab done, ol because we wanted o
dramatie momend, but becase 1 cho-
sen the wrong day! Because the astrol-
oggers sabd 1t wasn T peopitions!”

%o there you are .. That I bow we
were saddled forever by freedom ai

Viceriy, what 1 surpriaing b that the
Indian leaders rather meckly submit-
tod to his whings and fancies® When
Nehiru broachesd it with ober leaders,
appasently (here wan atill e bdance,
particulay, froms Sandar Patel and | B
Kripatani who wanted to avold the in-
asphchons day, Eventually, i was left to
an ingenious. astrobogical subterfuge to
renalve this comumdrum. This bs how it
wan dane,

Ax per the Hindu calendlas, nithis
(days as per solarf kinar cyele) bagln
i the sunriee, while as per the Westem
(Gregorian) calendar, the dale begim
A mikdngght. This erucial difference al-
forded alim u1m|uw\l‘nm-u||ul\l} I.l
work out

midright, as an bl comi-
promiss betwern Vice rgal armgance
aned astrodogical adjudment of ‘upay,
as 0 ofen called. Wiie the date
ws fined arbitranily by an egolisibcal

b thds it ddnnm A per Ihrh-
trologers. the 15th August, L9947, which
Rell on the Wb day (chaturdashi) of
dark fotnlght (Keishna pakahal, with

the st mausplcios new moon day
lamavasyal setiing b, 1o, had to be
avcided by all means, Thus, as per the
Inneovative sompromdse kamula this
okl be achieved by avobding the sun:
rise off the 15eh August, thereby svold.
g the inauspcious dark chatusdashi!
amavasya. But as perihe Gregorian cal:
wendar, the 15¢h waukd begin afier mid.
night, So, 1€ wan an ngenous lightrope
vl that necesstated this madn
werensomy and the rest ls history., his

parcntly win-win brmuls was ac-
tusdly a difficult compromise that was
wire ok of compulsion than chelce,
W had 0o choke when confronted
by & supercilions Viceroys arbitrury
«holee of date, which smsacked of scant
iaeggand of people's sentiments, . But
whal was, indecd, disappointivg was
thie miock saabrilanion of Tndian Readers
1 i i and fanelos and going out
of the way to adjust o his peveadillocs,

Thus, freedom ot middnight became
our “tryst with desting] and over time,
hecame a symibel of dramatic ransker
of power eimulaed in some other oo
londal coumtries like Hong Kong, For
wis, howeves, i remalng a story of quoer
comnpromise that defined the dilemma
of our country during the initial years
aller dndependdence, thal lingers on In
miore ways than oe.

(Auither ks ar retined Specia] Chif
Seorctary of Tekugana and the views
e Iots pevamal. He cam [y reached at
bpacharywgigrmai com)

Aday to rededicate to nation-building
INI)]EI"HNIJEL\I(ZI': Dy Is the day 1o pay tributes 1o

the sacrifices of our valiant leadiers and freedom fight-
ers, who fought for our Independence, India ks a nation
of diverse cultures, traditions and customs and amid
this diversity there is & thread of unity which binds
i all together. The day also reminds s of oir responsi-
bty toward s matbon bullding, while mpc(lin:lhr basic
principles that are laid In our Constitution, The secular
fabeic of our nation has 1o be protecied. Independence
Day means 1o oclebrate our brotherhood, love, har-
momy, our herltage and alio upholding the democratic
values of our coustry,

Pariala G Tidag, Hyderabad
-

E s Il enters the 78tk year of independence
o 15th August, 1t Is sad that two Important sectors
vir, education and health sectors are in pathetic state on
wocount of iliteracy ruling high on ene side and govern-
ment hosphtals remaining In abysmal condition, In fact,
we are faced with such a astuation mast of the time that
even to buy basic dities for running household,
It meeds thinking maliiple times because it has practl-
cally gone beyond the reach of common man due to rid-
ing inflwion. Notwithstanding religlon has practically
[rolarisex the nation and caste rearing its ugly head 1o
tarther divide the socicty, it Is clear the days and years

ahead appear gloomy.

K R Srinivasm, Secunderabad
LLL]

NDIA crossed the threshold of 77 years and stepped
imto 78tk year. Cne should not forget the sacrifices of
freedom fighters right from 1857 1l the end of British
mube. Auguat 15, 1947 commemorates Indias liberation
from colonial rule following a prolonged aroggle. Any
comintry's prireislon depserads on s past history which is
the main foundation oot for famire endeavours. We are
enjoying the fruits from the seeds sown by selllkess patriots
without uplnrm anything from the country except free-
o b thie Former US President John F Kennedy
skl “Ask nm your country caat ibo fod yoid, Ask what
you can do for your country” This spirit was exactly im-
bibed In the Blood of our fresdom fqﬁ!lﬂn that wltimately
culminated India’s Insbependence,
NSK Frivsid, Hyderabad

Atribute to our national flag

To me, mmy friensd
The natiomal Aag you hokst
Al the nook and cranmy of India
Is niot o mere plece of cloth
With it 1ri colours
Scintillating ane splenadid
T parade your patelotiim,
It Inp: ||‘mtr:l IIE:EI! ol your nation
With a saga of spirit-stirring sacrifices
From thme immemorisl
When your ilag soars high
You feel the heart beats
Of those great patriots
Wi lald cdhown thele lives at the aliar,
The flag you hols, dear friend
1% not a plece of choth
In Saffron, white and Green .
With the wheel of Dharma at the centre
It is the nkghty Bharat Maatha
With her iridescont dreams.
Of sexilpting a new brive workd of
Peace, progress and (raternity
And holding aloft the eternal verithes
Of Sugreme dedication and sacrifice
Por your sacred nation.,
§ M Kompella, Kakinada

thehansreader@gmail.com

(23) BENGALURU

6 women gram panchayat heads invited

for Aug 15 ecelebrations at Red Fort
BENGALURU: In o proud moment for Kamataka,
sk women presidents of Gram Panchayats from the
state have been invited s special guests 1o participate
in the national flag hodsting ceremany at the Red Fort in
New Delhi as part of the Independence Dy celebrations
on Auguast 15,

The homoured invitees include Kumari Lakshminar
wsamma , president of Gedare Gram Panchayal in Chik-
kaballapur taluk, Nafeeza , president of Peruwal Gram
Panchayat in Dukah inn Kannada tahok, Rajeskwart Guttl
o president of Kamtanur Gram Panchayat i Belgaum ta-
Mk, Jayashed the Vice President of Taj Sultanpur Gram
Panchayat in Kalaburagh district, Devi PT, Chairperson
of Kanur Gram Panchayat In Ponnampet taluk, and Shi-
vanm, Chairperson ni! Antagulipur Gram Panchayat in
Chamarajanagar taluk.

These six women have been recognieed for their ex-
emplary confributions to thelr respective communities,
p.lrlh!ll.\fl'r I aress such ws good governance, environ:

salid waste T Hi col-
Tecthon, and water supply. Thelr dedication 10 social re-
1||om|l|i|il les has earned them this prestiglous Invisation
10 the national event, The team will be led by Rangalore
Rural District Panchayat Deputy Sccretary TE. Ramesh.
The recagnithon of these women Jeaders highlights their
shgnificant role in local governance and the positive im-
pact they have made in theis villages.
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Bail under UAPA

Apex court nules in favour of parsonal rights

HE Supreme Court has been repestodly
naserting that 'badl is the rule and judl is the
expeption, However, lsw enforcement and
investigation agencies, in thelr oconsional
overzealouwmness, have appoarently beenunder
th Impression that this legal princple & somehow not
agplicable 1o spocial statutes B the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), 1967, Clearing Uhe nlr conclugve
v, the court has granted badl ton man who was booked
uncher UAPA on the charge of bebng an setive member of
i ban i organdsition. The SC Bench hai rightly atated
thst even i the alle gations agadnat the seeused sre sor-
o, oot v the duty to grant ballwhen the conditions
lnid down under the liw for the purpos: are satisfied
There should be no quarre with this argument.
Congidered draconian particulicly by human rghts
ctivista, UAPA has often boen sssoctited with highhardked-
nesis aned nopiressgon. 10 waes in Awgust 00 that the Contml
Governmment amended the Act 1o mdude the provigon of
destigrating as incividual us o temortst, Pricr o that, only
crggn kit ons could be given the e g, This impor
ot chamyae b lod to mony dividuals being booked for
lleggedby abding and abetfing termmsm, What's glaring b the
oo comviction rate under UAPA — besvly 3 per cont. In
ity every cie, the sooused are peouitted s the prosocy-
thons fidls o prowve thadr gullt, “Thee socpalttal, beswever, comis
only fter the persons have spent thiree of fourypeans behind
s At v, Uhee teiad begging severad years aer the mres,
All these distresaing factors make ball under UAPA
highly significant. In the instant cose, the court
punched holis in the chargeahoot, saying that there
W bl g if Jude that the charge
of commigsion of offences punishoble under the Act
was prima fele true. The gramt of bail is virtually o
warmang o the agencies that they should not misuse the
dreaded UAPA. Hopefully, involting the contentious Act
ot the drop of & bt will no longer be the nom:

Astain onjustice
The farce of Ram Rahim's frequent furloughs

HE repoated furioughs granted to Gurmest
Rum Rahim Singh, the convieted keader of
Dern Sacha Souda, highlight a troubling
pattern of lendency towards a man who has
i convictied of belnots crmaei Over the
yisnrs, Ram Rahim has been granted multiple paroles
and fuwloughs, rising serdous questions sbout the
integrity of the judiclal and political systemas that
enable such decisiony. Ram Rahim has been serving 30
yeara in prison gince 2017 for the rape of two fomale dis-
ciples and was swardod e sentence for the murder of

OPINION
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Humanism on the Olympic scale

Mothers of champion athletes Arshad Nadeem and Neeraj Chopra belittle India-Pak hostility

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBEMO

ORme the bijjgest
tukeawny from the
Paris Olympies was
the woice of two
women — two mothe
ers, one an Indian and the other
o Pokistani. Rarioh Purwen,
whose son Arshad Nadeem best
od our hero Neera) Chopra Tor
the jold in the Javelin teow, on
heing nformmed that her son had
won thecontest, sl Neen) was
also hernon and she would have
breen equally happy If the result
had been Uhe other way round

That wus o brove thing for o
molher to my Hut the olher
woman, o, expressed some
thing similar Surnj Devi, Neer-
a's mother, mid Arshad was
also ber son, Two mother from
two neighbouring  countries,
sepuumtec] by o buricaded border
and midual hoitility buill up
over 77 yeam or so, were nol
maerely happy and prowd of thelr
respective son's perfarmanoe ot
the Games bul, even more
importantly, exhibited o dignity
and grace that only wisdom ancl
Hentility con ovoke.

Arhal and Neeru) bave gven
their nations a Lot W cheer about
mhead of thedr sespeetive Inde
pendenee Days, 1f common eite
zena af the two perpetuslly war-
ring countries can unite and
drive some scense into the
thoughts and actions of their
rubers, poverly and misery —
which s presently the lot of &
sirvable  proportion of their
respeetive population — can be
Fought and congquered. Such o
tmnaformation may not result
in top poitions in the comity of
nations bt will certainly be
good enough toassure bothof a
place ol the high table, Inclia,
wiith o stronger economy, would

P -
GLIORY: Jovelin Lhrowers Arshad Nadesm (rght ) and Neeroj Chiopes hisve given thesr nistions a kot 1o dhesr

nbout ahvead of Lhelr respeative Indepondence Doy, rm

mostcortainly get there

Purveen has invited Neemj o
Ther home at Mian Channu vil-
lngge in Khanewal district of Pak-
wtand Punjab, Will the gmvern.
ment of Puldstin ghve hima visa
if e dhoes peoeprd the offer? That
s o dolkar question, very
aiTeult bo anmwer

Fakistan's  Ambasiador  in
Romania during my tenune thers
hod 0 schoolgoing  doughter
whom | had met when my wife
arsd T were invited for dinnes at
thelr home, Thiny yeurs later, |
woceived an e-mnd] from the grl
saying that she was employed in
o forelgn country where she maet
el marvied o Hindu colleague
[Froueny Inekise, Thiey wansted G0 meet
thee parerits of Uiy sl ses but
were (nding it odiffcult to oblain
vinas. Could 1 help?

Iwrote tothen External Affabrs
Minister Sushma Swuraj. She
wasan old acqualntanoe of mbne
from my Punjab daye A gra
wdonis lacly, she replied the very
meoct day that she had instructed
bher ministry to expodite the
process. | heard nothing about
that request thewafler, neither
ffrom the minkitry nor from my
young Pakistani friend.

lfcommon citizens ol
the two perpetually
wanringcountries can
drive some sense into
their rulers, poverty
and misery can be
fought & conquered

- =
mmderocredit wizand Muhommad
Vunivs, nes Waked with the dif-
cullt task of running o govern-
mmnd in bl fative Land, knows
that his primupy tsk b to
restrain the proclivities of the
religious extremisis intenl on
cecimating the minority Hin
clus. Hie has inchacted thedr pepre-
sentative inhis mberim achminis.
trathon, probably fo humaour the
hotheads. T doubt o that will
work, Relygious extremists of ol
creeds are a menace in any coun-
try and the Bangladesh ones
firsd themselves unchidned after
Vi yewrsof Shelkh Hasina's rale.

Moving on o Banglwdesh,  That makes them doubly dan

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

ieroua. Thie Nobol linresto han
This weorke cut out.

Itisemotionally gratifying to
humanists the world over that
when these extiemists threat-
ened o destroy Hindo temples
and homes, the students who
propeled the ouster of India's
Friend Haning ook it upon
themaelven Lo mount @ vigil
and deployed volunteers to
defend the temples, homes
and shops from  religion-
inmphred vandalizm

The sudent proleswrs of
Bangludesh alleged that Hasi
i wais an ardocral, a minor dic-
tator who fvoured her own
party operatives with jobs in
the government. These are an
prized in Bangladesh as they
are in ours, Governament jobs
ensure security of enure even
while the qualityof service ren-
dered ba well below par.

Muny commentators  from
Bangldeah mentioned the dose
relutions between thar country
and Incdin as o grouse against
Hasina! That comement was ol
well weetved in India Here, the
ourmon man’s view hos shvays
been that Banglodeshis should
perpetually be behalden o Indea
for helping them uchieve inde

penderce from Pakdstan, Those
of us who harboured such mis
cumarnved expectithons koo bet-
bt rvioaé. Lok bl ol s Ao thainy
water; religion can alsw replaoe
ool iy the Tebamic view of life
The Bangladesh mmbrogho
presents grave problems for
Indin. Wo wail snd wolch
Some Intrepid Congross Lead
ers have polnted W parallels
bebween what has happeted
there to what is happening in
our country. They forget thal &
1 populur upheaval of
ypre Uhat emanated from
students in Bangladesh to
foree any ruler’s hand. That s
nowhers near the horizon here
What is eminently possble,
though, & thsl a resurgent
Opposition can and  shou
curl  sutocrstic  lendene
born of syeophancy and over-
the-top imagination, The ten
deney to imprison  politicsd
opponents who refune W defect
shoubd be firmly opposed and
put to umber. There wae pub-
lic awareness already of such
mcasiren  being  employed
which a more pugnacious
Oppoaition can casily vxplolt,
The  Jessons  learnt  from
Bangladesh will perforee hav
boen studied by our nalers. They
have no pption but lean there-
from. If they neglect 1o do mo,
they will cho o st thietr owm peril
The happenings are o very
close 1o our docilep that lesions
fromn past history could have
been forgotben but not this one
The fallout of troubles in o
netghbou ring country ae suse
by chestuyi Bse setied positions n
numerous sphems of concern
Tnsyirgent growpa that operate in
the North-Hast will again try to
fina! gafe buvens in Banglackesh,
Just like they were sbile o do
before Hasina bottled them up.
1F that happens, it wall be o
major headache, but not the
anly one that could follow Flasi-
ni's ouster. Another round of
migrotion by Hindus from
Banglsdesh s also o poaibility
unless Yunus can convine
them to fay on by asuring
them of thedr safiety.

journaligt Roam Clonder Chbatrapati, Hig release on
furloughs, especially around election imes, casts a
shudhow over the impartiality of the justioe system. The
mst recent furlough, a 21-day reloase shead of the
Haryana Assembly elections, marks the 10th instance
of such lenlency, despite the gravity of his crimes

The Punjob and Horyana High Court's decision 1o
wliow the Haryann Government diseretion in granting
Rumn Rahim fudough ks deeply conceming. A question
mazk aries on how o government coudd grant ‘good cone
duet’ certificates W somomne reapongble for grave
alfences. The Uming suggests political considerations,
eapecially in view of Ram Rahim's aignificant influenar
over i kg volier base in Hirvana, Panjily and i et han
His sect haa historbonlly boen courted by political parties,
ruksing guestions about whether justio: i belng compro-
s foe eloctorad gaing The dern his o history of align
ing with political partics, including open support for the
BJP during the 20014 Haryana Assernbly poll

Thiks herheny s not Just abeggad ko it o momd failkng.
It sy diengerous mesaige that those with politios] cone
mections cur evade full justice, undermining the victims'
wuffioring and the principle of fudrmess, The law miust apply
expuinlly 1o all, reggudess of status. Anything kess chimages the
erechibilaty of our juclietad systom el S pobdie's Guth in

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.
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Slandering a nation

IN mpite of the ngenious defence that has been set up by the
Anglodndian Pross, we are constrained 1o sy that the Dacea
speech of Lord Lytion, which has caused o feelingg of profound
Imekignation in Bengal and, in faet, ol over Inclio, does amount
1) o libel ookl on, the womanhood and manhood of Indka. The
waords of His Excellency — we hope our readers will forgive us
for publishing thin slander just ence — ran as follows: “The
thing that has distressed me more than snstiing else sinee 1
came to India isto find that hatred of authority con drive Indi-
an men 1o induce Indian women (o invent offences against
their own honour merely to bring discredit wpon Indian
policemon.” On the face of i, this is & meial genermbsstion
which s even more of fensive and inmilting than that in which
Laord Curmon albowed himself o ndulge in s Bunous copvocs.
thon speech against which Bengol recorded its protest by o
meeting in the Coleutta Town Hall, presded over by Dy Rash
Behart Ghosh. If Lord Curzon imgrugned India’s standurd of
veracity, which is dear 1o her heart, Lord Lytton has gone one
better and impugned the honour of her women, which (s stll
doarer to her. It in all very well to say that his Excelleney's
remarks do not reler to all Indian men and women, OF course,
they do not, But neither did Loed Curzon say that the standard
ol verseity of every singe Indban or Askatic wos inferior bo thot
ofevery single Eurgpoan, That, in fact, ix not the way of the
rachil generaliser st all. He knows his busness far too well to
ke w0l pably olbvious o miets ke,

The universal brotherhood of man is ourmost precionus possession, —Mak Twain

Shatabdi journeys
and fragile egos

Shatabeli Express from New Delhi to Chand igarh make

for an interesting case study on the fragility of the
humasn ego, The travellors typlcally consist of the movers
and ghakers of the bureaioracy, My Lords’ and kurfaclad
metas — nod to forget lawyers and jourmabists,

Tt b fThes me that those who frame and exccute policies,
eupposedly shouldering o glgantic responsibility, fAnd it
improsaible to 1R thelr own bags, While the apex-level ‘Bur-
rah Sahily’ from Punjsb will typleally be sccompanied by
his protocal stall, courtesy the Reddent Cammissoner, the
more self-efficing counterpart from Haryano will manage
things by horsell — without o whiff of srrogance. They will
walle past each cther and may not exchange pleasanthies,
even If they may be batchmates!

At the raibvay platform, one con st some offloers, sporting
ther coloiriil TD aerds’, which have bocome mone of u fohlon
acoemsory and an obwvious assertion of their senlority, Ocousion
aully, one gy spot a netired boabu, still wearingg the lal gt with
e expiied 11 canied defUly tuachiod ikl Ui pockt

Tnskde the coach, disheveled and young cogeels are often
Founed making a quick dash for their coaches sfter helping sen-
bor advocntes resrove their bl oo tond grabbing theis filles
“Phoserdlity in their body language s hand to mis

* Kewp the change!” the northernssector auntic dismisses the
humble ool and quickly gathers her shopping haul from
Chanakya Mall and Khun Market. An entitlod memehb and
e badly behaverd progeny: scoompanked by thels personal @,
enter soon after. A confusion over seat numbers erupts, which
epaickly eambtes into an argument, but stopa shont of 8 browl,
“Thee stalT in suemman by wbuffied, and deservedly so, by the aun-
te, 1 bums out thal the messahib’s tieket ba for the following
ehay! The helpless but snooty Lady s resoued after o speed dial to
the rall man tdoyo by @ fellow traovellor who walks down the
abale, prenimnbly her hushand's batchmote.

My oo traveller is an affable auntie from Kol B, She is the

ekl Tl vkiee s dliony
with, And so, T just covesdiop on her julcy edony gossip. | gather
Rhat the prenu i Mrs Chadh's recent ity parety ses sl Lat-
er, over hot, cardamon soentied chai, we get talid ng. She manages
orly s smialtering of the Queon's Engdlish bt insbsts on cisvying
the comvvernation forwurd only b thot languosgo

In lews than 15 minutes, she (s ipping oul rishbos for me
from her phone. Puticr, ot least have a look! She's from LSR
(Lacky Shri Ram Collegel, yaart’ she chimes, Alarmed, [steer
Uhie corversabion towards books, but ber scquired taste for b
eralure aves me unimipressed. And, before we realise, the
trmin chugs into Chandigurh, 1 humbly ask her to upgrade
from Shobhan D to Jackie Collin, o least

l ASSENGERS onboard the executiveclass couch of the

Ensure drains are not clogged
With reference to the editorial “The ninking
feeling’; hoavy rains have exposed the lack
of preparcdness on the part of the civic bod-
les corcertied. Roads have caved in, resikden-
tial and commercial areas have been inun.
dated, and many localithes have been reeling
under power outages. The local civie offi-
clals’ fallure W blunt the impact of mingall
hiis e grave inconvenlence b resdents
and commutors, It in time for the authorities
ooncerned tocondu o an audit toensure that
storm water ciraing and tanks are not clogged
up with debris und garbage or blocked by
encroachments. This could help prevent
fooding and recharge groumdwater ancd sur-
fsce storage. In order to minknise the socu-
mulation of wites we must improve the way
ity roads are conatructed and repaired.
SANIAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

e W 'Kolkata horror’, doe-
Wrs aemss the country are on strike o
ol ge thedr protest against the brutal rape
and murder of b tralnee medic al o stite-
run hospital in Kolkata. The ghastly inci-
dent throws the spotlight on the risks
from physical assoult ot the hands of
pattents to sexiial abuse — thet medical
professionals fuce every day. While the
prompt response of the state government
in welcome, there is o need 1o ensure that
the perpetrator ks brought to justice, A
moot question is: will the Kolkata horror
pave the way fur much-needed reforms o
protect women from sexual violenee?
GREGORY FERMANDES, MUMELI

Patients bear brunt of strike

Reder 10 the editorial 'Kolkats horror’;
attacks on healtheare workers have bocome
Inireasingly common, Prom o physical
msnnult to rape, doctor are often ot the
recelving end of abuse and violence, The
chilling murder of an on-duty doctor at a
government medical feility in Kollkata hos
jolted the whole natione It has becoms
ubundantly cliar that stringent Lows o deal
with such heinous crimes are often not
enough 1o ensure justice, Such cases drag
on in court for years, much to the dixmay of

IDITOR

the kin af the victims, And the perpetrator
is often let off despite the presence of
inertminating evidence aguinst him, The
need of the hour is 1o make sure that such
nensithve cases are disposed of within u
fixced time frame, Bexdes, the government
outhorities must pay heed o the concerns
being raksed by the protesting doctors so
that they call off the strike, which is only
adding to the patients’ plight

SURHASH VAID, NEW DIELHI

No let-up in crimes
The horrendous rape and murder of &
trainee doctor ol o siate-run hospital in
Kollcata bring back memories of the 2012
Nitbhaya case. But the most shocking part
of the episode (s not Ue gruessme natuee of
the offenos but that the act wis commitbed
on the premises of & government medical
facility brimming with people ot all times
Tths supposed to be & sfo place for med il
profemionals, patients and other visfomns
What is the point of having stringent laws
b place it here s oo let-up in such helnous
crimen? It soemis Bke eriminals don™t even
Fear the law, Did things gel any better after
the spine-chilling sexual asealt on a young
nirse, Aruna Shanbaug, st Mumbai's KEM
Hosjltal decades ago? The answer is sadly
an emphatic ‘no’. But hopefully, the
Kolkata horrour will spur i pestive change
FAMESH K DHIMAM, CHANDICARH

Adaptto changingtimes & climate
Hefer to 'Climate-resilient crops’; such
eropy, desigrued to withstand these chal-
lenges, can be the way forward. Afterall,
the changing monsoon patterns and
intengifying heatwaves ure not distant
threats, Thess are urgent criges that
need 1o be addressed on priovity. The
lnunch of several high-yielding, climate-
resilient crop varieties is welcome. How-
ever, the success of such endeavoiirs
hinges heavily on a number of factors,
ranging from an effective outreach to
small-scale farmers to scientific inputs
A vollective offart, rooted in scionce, ls
essential toensuring food security in the
fuce of climate change,

GAGANPREET SINGH, IY MAIL
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MICROWAVE OVENS HOSTTHRIVING
COMMUNITIES OF MICROBES: STUDY

ism in the sample being tested — in Petri
dishes, and identified the genera or
iroups of the microbes that Aourished.
They alsn sequenced the DA in the sam-
plesmgnhu‘thﬁ informationabout hac-
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Hindus of Bangladesh

Where does the minority community, under attack in the post-Hasina period, live in Bangladesh? The
share of the country's Hindu population has been determined by factors including Partition, migration

fices, uumu;wm- i the micrmeaves,
{f microbes, ARJUNSENGUPTA
study: The findings challenge the long-  Whatwere the findings of the study NEW DELHI AUGLIST 14 DIVISION WISE
micTe The researchers found 747 different
to warm food completely kills bacteria,  generaof bacteriain thec ML YUNLIS, head of s DISTRIBUTION OF
wihich can cause food-bome illnesses. “The dominant ones belonged to the ‘caretaboer govermnment, visited the Dhakesh- HINDU POPULATION
Huwtw:l:.th:sdnzsmtmmnd:arlhr Bal:illus.MlnucnocusandSuphylucm:cus wiari Termple in Dhaka on Tuesday, and assured IN BANGLADESH
inmicrov senera, which ¢ lead i i weare
unmurlmsrdnskomnpamdwm ﬂunaﬂdsuﬁa:n that pmph frequently allone people”, and “fustice will be given wall”™. @ Share of total
other parts of kitchens, Previ touch. H P Bangladich’s mlnnn!yHmdus have Baced | =
hawe shy kitc iancessuch  inallth but 200 attacks in 5 icts since &
as coffes makers and dishwashers host  were and thefall of Sheikhl Total Hi i ﬁ
distinct communities of microbes. chared: - Dam- mmcnmnh@ustﬂ\spdl:mgn:ﬂlapcd.i 5
“What is clearis that one: trust  portonthe study by the lpast frve po i
amicrowave tobe a cleaner enwironment: Some bacteria found in domesticmi- unHlnduianuIlcs.mmmas.andmnqﬂu 13,144,204
intermsof microorganismscompared e crowaves, such as Klebsiella, Entero- : ¥
anather kitchen surface. They must e coccus, and Aerarmonas, may pose a risk The largest minority (7.96%)
cleaned like the rest of the kicchen,” o human health. 's 2022 cer alittle
Manuel Porcar, a microbiclogist at the Samples from lab microwave ovens mare than 131 million Hinduos, Soure: 1 |
Universityof ValenciainSpainand co-au-  contained the most diverse bacteria, in- TOEY of the country's population. Othmn'n- Population ol Housing iy Barishal Chattagram
thoraf the study, told New Scientistmag-  cluding “extremophiles” ormicmbes that num:u:s‘Buddhm Christians, etc. ) together Congus 222 2007 akh 7500k 21,96 lakh

azine in an interies. «can withstand high radiation, high rem-

n 1%,
‘of Bangladesh's 165.16 millicn people,

The share of Hindus in the population
varies widely across Bangladesh's eight di-
visions — from just 3.94% in Mymensingh to
13,51% in Sylhet { See map).

In forer of Bangladesh's 64 districts, every

he newe study, The microwave bac-  peratures, and extreme dryness.

teriome: hiodiversity of domestic and Belinda Ferrar, a researcher at the
Y T “owas pub-  Uni ity of New South Wales
lished in the journal Frontiers in (Australia)told New Scientist that shewas
Microbiology last week. not surprised that the researchers found
‘hacteria living in microwaves.“They can

How was the study carried owt? survive in almost any PO
Theteamof researchers tooksamples  environment and they can adapt o

from 30 microwave ovens in homes, sci- rhing,” she said.

i Hindu — Gopalganjin Dhaka
division {26.94% of the district population),
Muoulvibazar in Sylhet division {24.44% ),

DECLINE IN SHARE OF HINDUS IN BANGLADESH POPULATION

B Share of total
population (in %)

“Pre

com

Histonan Gyanesh Kudaisya wrote that 1.4
million Hindus {42% of the Hindu population
ofundivided Bengal ) emiained in East Bengal
after Partition, “En 1947, only 344,000 Hindu
refugeesc into! Bengal
Engered among the minoeities of East Pakistan
that they could continue to live there peace-
fully" Kudaisya wroee. (Divided Landscapes,
Fragmented kdentities; East Bengal Refugees
anyd Their Rehabilitation in India, 1947-79°in
The Long History of Partition in Bengol: Bvent,
Mermany: Representotions, 2024)

The movement of refugees took place
through the 1950s and 19605, and valumses
waried based on community relations be-
ween Hindus and Muslims. Ever when ma-
Jor riots were not taking place, Hindus in
Bangladesh faced what scholars Sekhar
Bandyopadhyay and Anasua Basu Ray
Chaudhury called “conjunctural violence'
caused by the specific circumstances of
Partition"”. Thisdid not ameant to “more than
werhal abuse and minor physical intimida-
tion, prompted by an unusual resource
crunch and severe sca:n:lly of space caused

Actual fgures may differ because the
Radcliffe Line cut through districrs. For
esamyle, Karimgan, ioday o district af
Assany, India, was farmerdy & part of
Sylted district [now divisian) in
Bangladesh. Data lor Exst Besgal pre-

Tl of Muhajir m
Irlila [ Caste and Partition in Benygal: The Story
of Diolit Refuugees, 1046~ 1961, 2022),
Kudaisya wrote: “1948 saw an influx of
786,000 people into India, and in 1849, over
213,000 Bengati refugees crossed over the

entific laboratories, and shared kitchens, Ferrari also underlined the impor- Thalkurgaon in Rangpur division (22.115), : L J Partition include the wissle Sylhet border into West Bengal... An estimated
such as inaffice spaces and cafeteras, tance of cleaning microwawe ovens regu- and Khudna in Khalna division {20,75% ~8ge i district, 1575000 people left East Bengal in
The researchersthenculturedits sam- larly with disinfectant products. *Some Hindus were more than 15% of the pop- c g @ ‘Sotsree; Data fir 1907 1941 based an Cettsass 1950_another 187,000 refugees came |in
ples —amethod of multiplying micoor-  workplace mictowaves are disgusting ulation in 13 districts, and more than 10% in af i dute for 1951, 1967 based or Censess 1951, followed by another 200,000 in
anisms to determine the typeof organ- — and no one cleans them,” she said. 21 districts, according to the 2022 count. “ af Prkistai; hata foe 1974 oevveaiel beset i }g!;z}[?;‘ggggper?!u};mm;gz‘r‘%]gg? in
, 118, in , an i in
Declining share in population TTEEER ;;";;"ﬁhw&'ﬁhmm'}ﬁm: i 1955,.. In 1955, when Paldstan aropted an
Historically, Hindus had a much Inggel SERIRRENE Doraghoeste Bureu of Statstics. ‘Istamic’ constitution, the number of incom-
TELLING NUMBERS shareaf the * ing refugees again mounted to 320,000..,
This process of gradual displacement con-
At the bemnning of the last contury, they con- Fﬂ't'htl" rates differential Hindus, demagraphers | Stoeckel and MA  tinued throughout the 19605
29 US VPS have Sought stituted about a third of the population of e scholars, thefer-  Choudhury wrate in their 1969 paper fAszam  (including  present-day
this reginn {See chart), There has been asiz-  tl: icallybeen  'Di ial Fertility in a Rural Areaof East ~ Meghalaya, Nagaland, and Mizoram), West
resi denc on} 10 llave won niﬁ:mld':mugraphbc shft simclhﬂn. hlgh:rlhan thatofHindusm Bengzal Datafrom  Pakistan', published in the journal The  Bengal, and Tripura recorded unprecedented
p Y! y Everyc 901 1 thzﬁurmnsmnﬂnma\ 187 jomaard support  Mithank Memoriol Fund Quarterty. increases in population hrtwm‘n 1951 and
clime in the share of Hindus in th acompar- Whil il imboth 1961, which
Vice P amala H; ¥ i | nominee of whatistoday's Bangladesh Thisdeclinewas  ison between Hindw-majority West Bengal — have fallen since, the total fertility rate of  amval of refugees from East F'aklst.m
hrmﬂcnmnchrtyﬂmmhesh!rmlamlm\ﬁm to 1941 and ol Musli ajoriry Bengal, Hindus was 1.9 children per woman com- Another wave of migration took place in
try for ing to data from th h Center, 1974, i.e, when Bangladesh was East Pakistan. The American anthropologist David  pared with 2.3 for Muslims in 20014, M 1971, as the Pakistani Army and its collabora-
MNetably however, only the 1951 census Mandn]haumargucd(fﬂLthrlnpa:tad’m]l- Moinuddin Haider, Mizanur Rahman, and mrswnnmamurdmmnﬁmpmgnagamst
4(. people have served as the THIS LIST does: reported a si,gml'u:am fallin th: ahsolute inBengal Nnh]d Kamal wrote in their 2019 paper is befone the L
Vice President of the US. notinclude numbers of Hi the pre- t.and imarilythroughed-  ‘Hindul rewvthin shif toindianestimates, apy 9.7 millian
‘Gerald R Ford, wvious{ 1941 count — from about VL8 million  ucational and economic Factors. | Human hic Puzzie' in the ing the con-
2 Vice Presidents have gone who ok over toabout 9.2 million, The number recovered  Fervility in Indis, 1974) Muslims across Bengal —_jourmal of Religion and Demogrophy, ﬂlﬂ:.lmund?[& of whom were Hindu
on toformally seeka asPresident grachaally to reach the pre-Partition level of  belonged to the lower socko-economic strata . . “The West Paldstani generals had calou-
party's presidential nomination, o 11.8 million in the 2001 census. and lagzed in education — both Ectors asso- Partition and migration Lated that by forcing millions of East Pakistani
either immediately after their vice Richard Nbon's The population of Muslims in thisregion  dated with higher fertility rates, They were Bengal and Punjab were the two  Hindus to flee to India they would weaken
presidency or lateron. resignation, but rose from about 29.5 millionin 1241 o 1104 also more rural, and engaged inagriculture,  provinees of British India that wene divided  Bengali nationalism as.a political foece,"Sangib
Kamala Harris  lostthe millicn in 2001 The increase in the propor- — again a factor associated with larger family  between Indiaand Pakdstanon the lines of re-  Baruah wrote for The indian Express in 2021,
1() i tlmnrMushmsmthc population —froman  sizes and consequentdy, fertility when com- bgunrhedwmwaihaphmrd.ohenar- Since the formation of Bangladesh, mi-
have successfully secured election to in1901 to ¢! bitrary, and | if gration of Hindus into India has decreased,
the top job. Jimmy Carter. This is unlile Truman d decline Th:smndcnnnnuedal’trrPamanhe whose reverberations can be felt even now.  Pomus borders, well-established familial and
{ FDR's sucressor) and Johnson mthe}lmﬂlpopulmomj:rmgthﬁ time, total ility rate | measure Phwewrm&:ﬂgaiunlﬂm[‘unph.mmm kinship nl:twndu in lndu.andpenndlc in-
THETIIEI'GJDI\"JIJ:. i {l TESS0r Multiple factors — including somethatpre-  of marital fertility] of Muslims was 76 chil-  nomassive, stat pop-  terreligi Iriv-
seoking has identi tins. date the Partition — arebehind thischange.  dren per woman compared with 5.6 for  ulation acrmss the new bordes in 1947, ersof this migration,
become more common in modern
times, maodern Vice Presidents —
Henry Wallace ( 1948), Walter .
ISy BT y govt has shelved draft Broadcast Bi
identi. (2000} their party's
campaigns, since the first term of namination but lost the general
President Franklin D Roosevelt election.
beganin 1933, public last M b g saiditwas  have bmnheldwulmnlyahand{ulo}:rake The new draft Bill expanded its remit to
‘modern Vice Presidents — john SOUMYARENDRABARIK offering st “further holde tele-  include social media accounts and online
ofthese 15h zed N, G {1940, Alben NEW DELHI ALGUST 14 time™ till October 15 to provide theircom- o ies, and tech Those  video creators, sought to define a “digital
victoriows. They are D:mncrah 1952), Hubert Humphrey mr:nts A[mshdm!l'wﬂ]bc published after  who received the 2024 version were given  news broadcaster”™ in sweeping terms toin-
Harry Truman, lyndon B Johnson {1972), Dan Quayde (2000), and THE MINISTRY of and Broad- ions,” it said. watermarked doo i i) i chuady cantent creators, and pro-
and joe Biden, and Republicans Mike Pence (2024) — freshdraft of to discourage leaks, posed prior registration with the govern-
Richard Mi: i George HW ir party’ thanadcastBlElwluch it hadpnvarﬂynr— Wiy has the statement “Hut knowingthatthegov-  ment. This elicited & pubtic pushback from
Bush. ENS cutated among & handful of indwstry i ion? ernment’s intention changed  independent content creators, and privare
= — holders. The draft had triggered widespread The ministry's statement significantly in the latest ver-  one from big tech companies over fiears of
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criticism from several quarters.

Why was the Bill withdrawn?
The Indion Express has leamt that the gov-
‘ernment mﬂml.'w thl: Blﬂ hlbmmng ama-

has left some questions unan-

POLICY

sion, are pcuph: supposed to

swered, It

the 2024 draft, confusing stakeholders, es-
pecially those with whom the government
did not share thisversion. " Are we supposed
to send our c on the

send in their c with
that in mind? It also begs the question, if 3
prowision is not included in the 2023 version
butwas present in the 2024 version, how can
we make com ific to that7"a sec-

jor difference of op Ty
i 2023 fthe draft, ond industry executive said.
online conkent creators, As perthe draft Bill,  because a copy was never formally shared
suche thecat-  withus?" said fromithe industry, re-  How was the 2024 draft different? Why?
egony of over-the-top {0TT) broadcasters, questing anonymity. Thedraft broaclcast Bill, which seeks o re-
Whil nistrydi Th tion s

¥
fuests for a comment on the matter, ina
statemient posted on X on Monday night, it
referred to an eardier draft Bill placed in the

ques
cretive nature of the consultations that the
povernment has engaged in since July this
year. Consultations regarding the 3024 draft

place the 1995 Cable Television Networks

[Regulation] fAct, sought o consolidate the le-

gal framework for the broadeasting sector,
ittoOTTo igil

govenment merreach,
A semior govcmmr_'n: udl'rclal said l)|ar a
behind the
u(scnpc in the 2024 draft Bill compared to
the 2023 version was the role some inde-
pendent content creastors played in the run-
upto the 2024 Lok Sabka polls.

“There were a number of instances where
creators made videos an current affairs
which o claims about
the government and its senior leaders, ..
That's wiven it was decided that there has to
be an accountahility measure for these cre-
ators as well," the official said.

Why Delhi HCis hearing a plea against exclusion of IPC Sec 377 inBNS

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM

NEW DELHI. AUGLST 14

THE DELHI High Court on Tuesday asked

the Centre to clarify its stance on non-con-
sensual sexual offences against LGBTOQIA+

persons and men under the
Myaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNSL The mew cnm-
inal law came into force on fuly 1, 2024, and
replaced the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (1PC)

Issue before the court

The Supreme Court ireNaveej Singh Johor
v Umion of indix [2018) decrimimalised ho-
‘masmosality by ruling that Section 377 (un-
natural offences] of the IPC would not pun-
ish prople in same-sex This

ily has carmal intercourse against the order  the section is gendered — it only considers. BNS, thE Pa!lmmzntary Standing  This inchudes situations where a personis

i man, imal”, i of it Ci ommended  faced with “an assault with the intention

Despite the 5Cs ion, how- instawoman, Ontheotherhand,  retaining Section 377 in law. brsaid:  of c itting rape”™ or "an assault with

ever, Section 377 remained in the text of the Scchmm{whﬁc!rmssnﬂmﬂmbuulu] “In thl! Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, 00 the intention of gratifying unnatwral

1PC until the BNS came into force — where Turse “with i I‘nr non-c sexual of-  lust”, Linlike the offence of rape, these pro-

itwas deleted entinely. anmy man woman o animal”, male, female, wvistans are not limited to women or any
Hum:dusmayl\mhnd unl’nmseen The 5C's 2018 verdict referred to those Forhcstlal.!ryhasbrmmadn' specific gender.

5, according to areas of Section 377 that In BNS, alt ative Section 1400f the BNS punishes kidnap-
wlmhawz approached the Delhi HC. They  criminalised consensual un- EXPLAlNED s ping or abduction where the victim is “sub-
have argued that Section 377 provided pro- — natural sex as “inational, in- protections jected togrievous hurt, or slavery, or to the
tections to men and LGETOLA* indna nanifestly ar- Thatsaid, Section 3G6ofthe  unnatural best of any person®.
from non-consensual sexual intercourse bitrary™. The court noted that BENS provides every person However, in both cases | private defence
even after the Navtey fohar verdict, the section was used as a with the "right of private de-  and kidnapping) the phrase *unnatural lust"

. Escriminate agaimst  fence” m protect theirown body orthebody — has not been defined.
ltal:“! in BNS, IPC members of the LGBTQIA+ community. of another person “against any offence af- i
However, the court clarified that its judg-  fecting the human body”™, Arguments in Delhi HC

ﬂ]apmr‘lnﬂiw BNSis ri:lzd “Ofoffences

for the crime of

ment was limited m decriminalising con-
between adults,

¥ who “voluntas-

rape under Section 63. But the lainguage of

This is why, in its 2023 report on the

Section 38 details the situations where
thas right allows the “voluntary causing of
o h . Ly other! i t

epaperindianexpressicom IR B

On Monday, a Delhi HC Bench compris-
img Acting Chief Justice Manmohan and
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela began to hear a

PIL filed by lawyer Gantavya Gulati, The pe-
titioner argued that *Section 377 of IPC in
its absenoe poses threat toevery individual
but especially LGBTQ persons™. The peti-
tioner also said the BNS does not contain
any profections for 2 man who is sexually
assaubed by another man.

The Centre, however, argued that the
court could not direct the legislature men-
act a provision even if there was an anom-
aly in the law. The government counsed
pointed out that a mpmsentatlm had al-
Teady
Umion government, and was pending con-
sideration.

om furgust 28 to clarify its stance on non-
consensual sexual offences following the
debetion of Section 377,




