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Surprise spike

October's inflation pace surpasses

expectations, dashing rate cut hopes
l ndia's consumer prices have gained fresh

momentum over September and October,

rendering the tangible softening in inflation
o pace below the official median target of 4% in
the two months preceding them, a fleeting re-
prieve. From 3.65% in August, retail price rise
el hit & nine-maonth high of 5.5%
To be clear, the Reserve Bank ¢
netary Policy Committes (MPC
view, had termed the inflation moderation as
slow and uneven, and anticipated a reversal in
September, A sharp surge in vegetable prices,
particularly tomato, from the onset of the festiv-
al-packed month of October, and an uptick in ed-
ible oil prices after nearly two years of decline,
had stoked anticipation that the inflation may
end up a tad higher than September. However,
the Consumer Price Index for October beat all
economists' projections by a wide margin, to rise
6.2%, the highest since August 2023 when it was
up 68N,

Food prices remained the key bugbear as they
have been through most high inflation periods
this year. However, the uptick was alarming at
10.9%, the highest since last July, with urban con
sumers facing a sharper 1L1% uptick, Within the
food basket, vegetable prices boomed 42.2%, the
highest surge in almost fve years, led by omato
prices that more than doubled year-onyear. Glo-
bl edible oil price spikes also weighed in along
with pricier fruits, The Finance Ministry, in its
economic review Late kst month, had highlighted
that the current bout of inflation is driven by a
few fisodd items and is not feeding into other items
af consumption. Core inflation {excluding food
and enengy) has been well under the headline in-
fation rate and continued to be comfortable, and
sufficient food grain buffers with a healthy kharif
harvest, it said, would alleviate price pressures,
Thise assumptions may need a rethink. The Go-
vernor of the RBI, Shaktikanta Das, had neted
that core inflation had bottomed out, and is be
ginning to show — personal care and effects” pric:
es were up 1% in October, Even if food prices
cool with fresh crop arrivals in coming months,
other components of the price gaige are heating
up. A durable decline in inflation that the MPC is
waiting for to mull interest rate cuts is now a poor
prospect while hopes of a December rate cut are
aut of the window, That this coincides with a pe-
riod of skckening growth momentum and nota
bily waning demand in urban India bodes ill for
private investments, Policymakers at the Centre
must acknowledge the interlinked challenge of
inflation and consumption, so that an attempt
can be made to fix what they can with the fiscal
vools at their disposal = be it tax cuts, or better
food management.

Manipur’s misery
The Centre must take the initiative

in resolving the crisis
T en armed militants were killed in an en

counter with the Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF) and the police on Novern:
bser 11 in Manipurs Firfbam distriet, as ethnie con-
flict eontinies to pulverise the S Officials saic
the deaths took place in retalistory fring after the
militia attacked security personnel and internally
displaced people sheltered in the vicinity, Wo-
men, children and the elderly have been facing
the brunt of the violence that began in May 20235,
More than 250 people have been killed and
60,000 displaced since the eontlict between Mei-
tel and Kukd-Zo communities began. Three wo-
men and three children, including an eight-
month-old infant, were allegedly abducted and
two elderly persons were burnt to death on Moo
day in Jirlbam. The victims were among the 13
Meitei people who were alveady displaced from
their homes in June. Two of the 10 weapons
fonind at the encounter site had been looted from
the police, an indication of the serious gover-
mance crisis in the State, The Kuki Stadents’ Or-
ganisation has called for 'non-cooperation’ with
the CRPF, elaiming that the militia men were an a
secirity patrol.

The Bharatiya Janata Party State government
led by Chief Minister M. Biren Singh has been un-
able to quell the violence or reassure the Kuki
communities that consider him to be partisan,
That beaves the entire responsibility of managing
the conflict on the shoubders of the Centre, In Oc.
vabser, the Ministry of Home Atfairs organised a
meeting with political mprcscnuli\-uulbuth thn.
Kk and Meited ¢ hut

The perfect cocktail of layered discrimination

elimitation, the biggest elephant in

thee roam called the Indian Union, is

about to take centre stage. Stabesmen

such as Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari

ppreciated the explosive potential of

ddhnhaﬂm and kicked the can down the road,
as it were, to be handled by a future generation,
Heere we are as that future generation. Do we kick
th can further dewn the road? Do we detonate
it? Or do we defuse it? We, the people of India,
are at a historical crossroad, Will India remain a
federal union? Or will it become an
ethnolinguistic majoritarian mega state with
minority ethno-linguistic mutinies?

Federalism is part of the inviolable basic
structire of the Constitution of India, The Indian
Unibon is a federal unfon, States are the federating
units, Most States find their basis in language and
marry States of the Indian Union are
continuations of ethno-linguistic homelands that
hawe existed for centuries or even millennia, This
is precisely why the Supreme Court of India has
termmed States as political units and not arbiteary
administrative units,

Indian unity was forged in the anti-imperialise
struggle against British imperialism and that
unity continues in independent India through a
delicate balance of power distribution between
federating units and omgoing dialogue between
diverse peoples of the Indian subeontinent.

Whit is dhelimitation? Artiche 82 of the Indian
Constitution reguires that the number of Lok
Sabha seats per State is recalibrated after cach
Census by the Delimitation Commission, in
accordance with the population. Delimitation Last
happened based on the 1971 consus, when in
1976, the Indira Gandhi government suspended
the delimitation process for 25 years, until 2000,
It wias further suspended for another 25 years by
the A.B, Vajpayes government, and would lapse
by 2026, unless another amendment is
introduced. The freedng of delimitation was
dane in order not to disincentive States that were
effective in population control. However, the
Narendra Modi government has given hints about
undertaking fresh delimitation before the
elections in 2029,

Delimitation as a threat

Tatal Fertility Rate (TFR) is a demographic
indicator that estimates the average number of
children a woman gives birth to during her
reproductive years, Even today, TFR of non-Hindi
States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal is in the 1.6-1.8 range, below the
replacement level of 2.1, The TFR of Hindi
heartland States such as Bihar, Chhateisgarh,
Madbiyva Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, at
about 3.5, is well above the replacement level,
This has been true for many decades and thus by
naw, i recalibration via delimitation will mean a
raclical decrease in the proportion of non-Hindi
State seats in the Lok Sabha, For example, if
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delimitation takes place, the proportion of seats
in Parliament for the southern States would be
reduced from 25% to 7% and the number of seats
fraom Hindi heartland States where the Bharatiyva
Janata Party (BJP) has electoral dominance would
increase from 40% w G0%.,

States such as Karmataka, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nach alresdy receive only about 30%, of the
total fusnicls that contribute as direct taxes, while
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh recelve between 250%
and 350% of their overall contribution. The
decision of 16th Finance Commission to include
the 2001 Census instead of the 1971 Census to
devolve funds to States will be even more
discriminatory to developed States, It is cause for
worry that eontinuation of the same pattern
woulkd profoundly exacerbate the already existing
bias against the non-Hindi States,

Fostering discrimination

India was conceived as a permanent,
rrwulti-ethnie, multidingual federal union, and not
4% 4 moeno ethio-linguistic majoritarianism
territory. The difference with states such as China
and Russia is that they are only federal in name,
the population being made of a ethno-linguistic
group with a majority of upwards of BO% and
several other small minority nationalities. In
India’s case, however, there never was o majority
ethno-linguistic group, India is a federation of
various ethno-linguistic stakeholders, none of
whom ks a majority in India. But the major ones
amongg them form the basis of various linguistic
States, where they are super majority. But with
longerm differences of TFR among States, and
thereby, ethnolinguistic groups, this long-settled
pattern faces the threat of being unsetibed. Since
1847, the population proportion of Bengali,
Kanmnada, Makayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi,
Tamil and Telugu have all decreased while the
population proportion of one language, i,
has missively increased, from 36% to nearly 43%;
43% i not boo far mway from the majority.

The ratio of Lok Sabha seats allocated to a
State to the total number of Lok Sabha seats
represents the Stakeholdership Index of a State in
matters of the Union, Delimitation will reward the
non-performers of population control policies
that will effectively dominate and determine the
palicy of the Union, The performers will have a
declindmg say and will be reduced to being mere
revenue contributors The proportion of GDP and
revenue from non-Hindi States is much greater
than their population percentage while the
proportion of GO and revenue from Hindi States
is lesser than their population percentage.

Post delimitation, States such as Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh, where the BIP is domi will

Hindi States, with other regions risking a loss of
electoral dominance, Without electoral
dominance and representation in the Union, this
woihd further alienate the non-Hindi states,

Thus, the implementation of delimitation will
create the perfect cocktail of lyered
diserimination, Non-Hindi States that have
implemented population control measures
sivcoesshally will lose a say in Union affairs.
Mon-Hindi States that contribuie a majority of
GOP, resources, revenue and taxes will lose say in
bow their mordes are used. The ‘unsuccessful’
will ereate policies for the 'successful” with
money from the ‘successful'. No taxation without
representation was the cry in the Boston Tea
Party. I a similar vein, delimitation will further
shrink the representation of States that produce
taxes, This is a very risky and dangerous path to
pursue, There is no place for any system in India
where some States increasingly look like owners
of an imperial centre while others mimic
colanies. Therefore, it is necessary to balanee twa
eompeting constitutional valies: formal equality
in voting and federalism.

Possible solutions

There can be many solutions, First, just follow
what Mrs Gandhd and A.B. Vajpayee did and
extend the freeze by another 25 yvears and defer
to a Future generation.

Second, permanently freeze delimitation as far
as the India-wide redistribution of seats across
Stiates is concerned.

Third, go throwgh with delimitation as
envisaged, But supplement it with a long-due new
grand federal compaet such that the Concurrent
List is abolished in favour of an expanded State
list, all residual powers vested to the States and
large-scabe transfer of subjects are made from the
Union list to the State list, keeping external
defence, external affairs and currency in Delhi's
hands. This would balance delimitation with
decentralisation, softening the majoritariin blow
inherent in delimitation,

Fourth, preserve the present seat proportion
between States in the Lok Sabha bt increase the
number of seats in each State to partially offset
the representational deficit of population
explosion States.

India is a unigue experiment, It is not an
ethnic-Hnguistic majoritarian empire Hke Russia
or China. It is not a mono-linguistic nation state
such as Bangladesh and Thailand, India is like
Africa or Europe, a tapestry of languages,
ethnicities, cultures, civilisations and faiths, but
with o erucial ditference. It is bound in an
mupamhlt political Union born in the crucible of

have their Stake holdership ndex nearly double,
whereas States such as Kerala and Tamil Nadu
whiere the BIIP has one to zero seats will see it
being recuced by 30%-40%. Such o situation
wotald skew Indian democracy in Fvour of the

list struggle with one, unified volce
when speaking to others. India is the grandest
experiment of plurality in modern human
history. Majoritarianism and partisanship cannot
b albonwed] to vl it and thresten its unity.
History will not forgive 1s.

The CKM syndrome as the price of modernity

ardiovascular Kidney Metabolic (CIEM)

syndrome, an alarming, intricate interplay

af lifestyle and the influence of
plobalisation on health, is fast becoming a silent,
global killer. It begins insidiously, often marked
by a gradual rise in body weight and waist
circumference that soon escalates into obesity,
setting off a chain reaction in the body. Major
organs such as the heart, the kidoeys, liver and
blood vessels bear the brunt, leaving those
affected vulnerable o a startling risk - premature
deeath.

I Tarnil Nachu, a State known for its strong
puiblic health feamework, the markers of
well-being, Le., life expectancy, infant and
maternal mortality, and deaths from infectious
diseases, fare better than the national average,
Yet, even here, o troubling transition is underway,
The Global Burden of Disease (GBD) repart
starkly illuminates the meunting burden of
non-commuricable diseases (NCDs), which
account for 60% of premature deaths and 68% of
yeirs lost to disability,

According to the 2020 Tamil Nadu STEPS
strvey (the World Health Organization's step wise
approach for NCD surveillance), 28.5% of
participants were overweight. Further, 1A% had
9% had hypertension and 176% had

Mational Family Health Survey (2009-21), which
places India's diabetes prevalence at 16.1% and
obesity at a staggering 40.3%. Compounded by
low awareness and poor glycemic control,
cupemll_-.r among poorer communities, the result
Bdﬂ. alarming public health erisis, In addition,

fon — atfecting 24% of men and 21% of

progress towards peace could be «hh-vcnl. Kk
outhts are demanding the creation of a Union
Territory with legislature which will require a di-
vigion of Manipur. Ethnie relations in India's
northeast are extremely complex, and violence,
ance it erupts, can continue for a bong spell. Kuli
representatives continue to express hope in inter-
vention by the Centre to resalve the conflict and
that is an epportunity which the Centre must vi-
gorously utilise, Central police forces and the In-
dian Army are also largely Irullll.d hy the Kulki,

notwith ling the incident i it the CRIF
this week. In a porous border rq;lun populated
by numerous armed militia groups, policing
alone cannot restore peace and order, A lasting
end to the viclence can be brought about only
through a political arrangement of accommoda:
tion and the coexistence of communities. Only
the Centre has the resources and the capaciiy o
attempt that. The fresh surge in violence is a set-
back, but the Centre must step up its efforts to
nudge the Meitei and the Kuki communities to-
wards peace.

M
K

wumcn ~remains inadequately managed, with
less than one-fourth achieving tanget blood
pressure control.

A new paradigm is essental. Without a shift in
approach, the impact of the CEM syndrome on
midlle-aged individuals and on the economy at
large will anly deepen.

Health economics, the cost of CKM
Tamil Madu's health expenditures ell a sobering
story, Nearly £1,200 crore is spent annually on

. This epidemic echoes the findings of the
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insurance premiums under the Chief Minksier's
Comprehensive Health Insurance Scheme
(CMCHIS), covering 1.4 crore families, Topping
the list of claims are coronary angioplasty and
dialysis, which are both stark outoomes of the
CEM syndrome. Meanwhile, the private sector
has seen insurance premivms soar, tracking the
rise in NCD cases over the past decade. While the
aim of the UN's Sustainable Development Goals is
also toreduce NCD deaths by one-third by 2000,
the current trends of rising obesity, diabetes, and
hypertension rates threaten not only those goals
but also the health budget and the economy asa
whole.

Need for inbegrated clinics
The American Heart Association recently laid
emphasis on the importance of integrated care
for CKM calling for a shift from segmented care to
unified, simultaneous management of risk
Factors, Rather than isolating diabetes,
hypertension, heart disease, and kidney disease,
the association argues that health professionals
should view them as symptoms of a broader
metabolic condition,

Todiay's management models miss key
opportunities for optimal, holistic risk
assessment. Patients with multiple affected
organs may see separate specialists for each
issue, beading to fragmented care, drug
interactions, repeated visits, and, ultimately, a
lass in wages and productivity. An integrated
clinic could address these issues, wllh. a

Iticdiseiplinary team of a diak
cardiologist, nephrologist, dietician and
physiotherapist working together, Public health
teaching hospitals could make this a reality,
acting as centres for training medical students
and expanding the model to secondary- and
primary-care levels,

Tamil Nadi's health efforts begin early. For
pregnant mothers, the State’s Muthu Lakshmi
Reddy scheme provides direct cash transfers and
nutrithon kits, a step toward addressing low birth
weight {a known precursor to future diabetes,
hypertension, and kidney disease), Could the
inclusion of protein-rich foods such as two egps a

day for mothers from the fourth month of
pregnancy, further improve outeomes? For the
next generation ~ preschool through secondary
schoolchildren — regular weight and obesity
screenings could identify high-risk individuals
early.

Since the 1960s, rice, which is a high glyeemic
food, has been widely acoessible through the
Public Distribution System (PDS), transforming
the nutrition landscape. But this staphe, while
sustaining the population, has also contributed to
obesity. In response, partial replacement of rice
in the PDS with millets is essential,

I acddition, replicement of common salt with
low sodium salt ean be considered as a pilot
project as there is enough evidence for reduction
of hypertension with low sodium salt in clinical
trials. But there must be caution in people with
heart or kidney ailments and where common salt
is preferred.

Globalisation and CKM
The lifisstybe of today, which is marked by long
work hours and night shifts, has been called “the
wift of globalisation”, for better or worse. As Alex
Soojung-Kim Pang writes in his book Rest, the
Blobal economy demands that we ignore our
e for rest, idolising workaholism and
chismissing rest as a weakness, In reality, rest is
essential for productivity and creativity, Long
working hours and frequent night shifts lead to
brain Eatigue and reduced secretion of happy
hormanes, often counterbalanced by eating
super-palatable foods which are rich in salt, sugar
anal butter, Our physiology, however, tells a
different story. Extended work hours disrupt
hormone levels, with cortisol (the “stress
hormaone”) driving unbealthy carbolydrate and
lipid metabolism. The result is obesity.
Regulation of work hours and shifts, many
argiie, is as essential a public health measire is
any medical intervention. In the end, the goal is
simple. Not only does an economy grow, but
there is also a a society that lives longer, healthier
and happier. We must pause and ponder over this
tondiy, which is also World Diabetes Day
(Novembser 14).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Healthier living conjunction with proper in remate parts of the citizen participation in onion and potato — is come to ene's mind or been
Lifestyle management physical activities not only country. Perhaps physical activity. progressively becoming replaced by those saturated
(Editorial page, Novermber helps improve the quality of | nen-governmental [br. Prabha Sharma, unaffordable due to food with tamatoes and

13) is of utmost significance
for the prevention and the
control of Type 2 diabetes
and cardiovascular
diseases. & healthy diet in

pharma purchases.

life but also cuts down on

Spreading awareness about
healthy living and a healthy
diet is important, especially

organisations can hold
camps demonstrating
healthy ways of cooking,
making diets nutritious and
ensuring greater senior

Gurugram, Haryana

Food prices
The trinity of Indian
kitchens < the tomato,

inflation. There are recipes
that can be made with local

potatoes. Perhaps this is an
opportunity to innovate

vegetables but which have instead of despair.
fallen out of favour — alu Magarajamanl M.,
tokharers and shokarkandis | Hydeabad
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The impact of PMUY in Jammu and Kashmir

Malking promises but no plans

The Congress government is busy implementing programmes without thought

STATE OF PLAY

Serish Nanlsenti
serish.napthehindu.oo.in

he Congress rode o

power in Telangana in

December 2023 on the
back of six guarantees and
numerous  other  promises,
Eleven months later, a few of
the guarantees have been par-
tially  implemented,  while
soame are still in the process of
being implemented, However,
there is a wide gap between

Telangana

the Aadhaar database. In April
2022, the Supreme Court
slammed the State and or
dered it to conduct a verifica:

F and imp
and two F

thon | for all the ra-
tion This has not

this,

The first is the ongoing so-
cioeconomic survey, which is
part of the promise of con-
dueting a caste survey. Many
peaple have complained of a
shortage  of  enumeration
forms. Social activists claim
that only Telugu and English
forms are being used in the

ul State, A similar

he International Energy traditional cooking methods, as the incidence of chest infections
Agency says about 681 ‘well as the problem of drop o 4% among BPL
million le in India affordability, which limits households.
rely on solid fuels for exclusive reliance on LP'G,
cooking. This poses series health A The average number of LG Barriers to exclusive LPG usage
and environmental concerns. The Iefan Al i 1 Sofi cylinders consumed per Heswever, certain barriers
Praghan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana . household in the last six months is | continue to hinder exclusive
APMUY) alms to promete the hsalstant Professor of 3,56, which indicates moderate reliance on clean cooking fuel,
adoption of clean fuel by Economics in IUST, usage, In Kulgam, the PMUY The first is the lack of awareness
providing subsidlised LPG Hashmir beneficiary households reported a | abowt the health benefits of LPG.
connections to poor households, higher adoption rate (354 In the survey, 47% of the
S0 far, the government has cylinders) than eligible non-PMUY | households were unaware of the
provided 10,3 crore LPG consumer households (1.21), In health risks associated with solid
connections under this scheme, Rajouri, the adoption rate among fuel use. This L-tcrmnuunded by
We studied the impact of the PMUY beneficiary households is the fact that 64% of the
scheme in Jammu and Kashmir, lower than general consumer househobds donot own a TV, and
The study utilises primary households, The reliance on solid 33% of households reported that
survey data from 820 1 Is Taught N fuels such as firewood, with an the female members responsible
across 48 villages in the districts of INU, ond b a0 average consumption of 226 Tor cooking do not possess &
Kulgam and Rajouri, which are indépandant kilogrammes per household insix | mobile phone, These gaps in
relutively disadvantaged. A ecanomist maonths, reflects the dual-use communication highlight the need
systematic random sampling cooking system. for targeted awareness campaigns.
method was employed, with 24 O of the primary objectives The second barrier is fimancial.
villages selected from each of PMUY is to alleviate the health The cost of reflling LPG cylinders
districe, ensuring coverage of all burden om women by reducing remaing 4 burden for many
the tehsils within the districts, The thedr exposure to indoor smoke households. This often leads o
number af villages chosen from from traditional cooking fuels, The | fuel stacking, where households
each tehsil was proportional w its survey revealed significant health resort tw cheaper but more
population size. The survey design benefits for women in households | harmiul solid fuels. Fuel stacking
ensures representation from that acopted LPG under the remains prevalent in 85% of the
different economic categories, PMUY, in Kulgam, Among BPL households, undunmrmg the
including Above Poverty Line households, the incidence of need for more
(APL), Below Poverty Line (BPL), respiratory problems, such ag financial support 10 make LG
and Antyodigra Anna Yojana (AAY) coughing, chest infections, and refills more affordable,
henseholds, Comprehensive headaches, showed a marked The study highlights the
questionnaires were administered reduction. Non-PMUY beneficiary | importance of awareness and
to female household members BPL households reported a 24% access to madern appliances in
who were responsible for cooking. incidence of coughing during the I ing clean fuels, b |
aone-month period immediately with greater swareness of health
LG connection a preceding the data collection, benefits of LPG reparted higher
W found that in the rural areas of while PMUY benehciaries saw a LPG consumption (3.73 cylinders
J&K, B5.07% of the households drop o 21%. The reduction is even [ on average) and lower firewood
have official LPG connections, more significant in AAY consumption (216 kgh compared to
Nearly 68% of these were households, where those without such swareness.
procured under the PMUY, Only non-beneficiaries reported @ 3% Also, households that did not
4.41% of households in rural areas, incidence of coughing, but perceive a taste difference
particularly in hilly regions such as beneficiaries saw it drop w 10%. between food cooked on LPG and
Ratjouri (in Jammu), do not have P Ying the Similar trends were observed for traditional fuels were more likely
access 0 LPG, while 10,53% rely " headaches and chest inf to rely solely on LPG, with an
an unolficial connections, network of LPG with of 4.27
However, despite this distribution appliances such as rice cookers, tyllmle'rm The mnlaNlIly of rice
substantial increase in LPG points In rural and educated members, also cookers correlates with a higher
availubility, traditional cooking arcas and experienced better health LPG usage (3,59 cylinders) as
methods remain pervasive, About extending outcomes. For instance, PMUY compared to households without
2%, o thee households still fimanclal support beneficiaries with rice cookers these appliances,
maintain traditional chulhas, and for refills could reported a reduced incidence of Expanding the network of LPG
5% of the households engage in furth ]' iy coughing (20%) compared ln dulnhu‘tlnn points in rural aveas
fuel stacking, using hoth solid urther Increase non- fes. financial support
fuels and LPG, This pattern is clean fuel ‘where the main cook had foor refills could further increase
reflective of cultural attachment o | adoption secondary or above education saw | clean fuel adoption,

exercise for collecting data
about all the citizens in the
State was conducted by the
previous Telangana  Rashira
Samithi government on Au-
Bust 19, 2004, At the time, the
State was virtually shut down,
and 4,00,00 government em-
plovees were deployed o col-
bect details of citizens, Howey:
er, the data disappeared into a
black hole. A decade later, citi-
ens are wary of sharing their
economic and financial infor-
makion cnee again,

Their concerns are not un:
founded. In a sworn afdavit
to the Telangana High Court in
2022, the government  had
stated that it had cancelled
18,6 lakh ration cards since
2014, eiting "bogus” or “dupli-
cate” cardholders as the rea-
son. However, social activists
argued that these deletions,
which deprived many families
of cheaper food grains, were

based on flawed linkages in

yet been carried out.

MNow, the people are unwill-
ing to share their data with da-
ta collectors in many parts of
the State, They say that they
had already shared data under
a programme cilled the Praja
Palana for new ration cards,

Another significant project
of the State government,
almed at revitalising the Musi
River, has run into policy trow:
bles. The 50-kilometre stretch
of the Musi River in Hydera-
bad presents numerous chal-
lenges. Waste and industrial
effluents are dumped into the
river, sewage is discharged in-
o the river, and there are
numerous encroachments for
the creation of parking bays
and warehouses, In addition,
there are slums in many areas,

Instead of addressing the
systemic issues of pollution
and  largescale  encroache
ments, the government has fo-
cused on one slum located
along the river, About 165 fa-
milies were from

wance, But two days prior o
this, the residents had already
been relocated tw their new
dwellings, It was evident that
there was no strategy in place,
A large-scale project such
as this needed a proper reha-
bilitation policy in place, apart
from a detailed project report,
a solid plan for financing, and
confidence-building mei-
sures, Instead, the govern-
ment put up its plans on social
media, showing the riverfront
being  transformed  into a
plass, chrome, and grassy
wonderland with a string of
brridges running across the riv-
er. Recently, the buffer zone of
the river was increased from
30 metres to 50 metres on the
advice of the Irrigation De-
partment, which made more
people wary of the project,

e cost of the project is
anather point of contention, A
ballpark figure of ,50,000
crore was Hoated. Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy an-
nounced that it would be built
entirely in the private-public
partnership (PPP) model and
the State would not incur any
expense on it, But civil rights
activists say the PPP model is
exclusionary in nature, The
area around the river is dense-
Iy populated and some of the
neighborhoods are poor. The
area lacks parks and lelsure
spaces, They argue that a ri-
verfront praject buil under a
PP model would be a ticket-
ed affair, gentrifying the space
and excluding the very people
who live there,

It is time the Congress go-
VETTImEnt gets its act wgether,
needs  soch

one area of the river to two be-
droom homes about two kilo-
metres from the site. Howev-
er, the relocation did littke w
aine the trust of the people or
assuage their concerns.

On October 2, 2024, the dis-
trice coll

nomic survey data for examin-
ing its reservation policy. It al-
5o needs the Musi Riverfront
Development Plan to rejuve-
nate the river, But the govern.
ment st ensure that it has
Elam and palicies in place be-

ing these and other

a
25,000 displacement  allo-

promises,

Municipal corporations’ tax revenue share rise in recent years

Corporations in the southern States — Karnataka, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu

DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

n FY24, municipal corpora:
l tions in India are estimated to
generate 50% of their revenue
froam their owm taxes, fees, and us-
er charges. A further 25% comes
from revenue gramts provided by
the Central and State govern-
ments. The remaining portion
comprises rental income, com-
pensations, and investment in-
come, according to a recent Re-
serve Bank of India (RBD) report.
The Report on Municipal Fi-
nances shows significant improve-
ment since the first edition re-
leased two years ago, The litest
examines the fiscal position
of 212 municipal corporations
from 20820 to 202324 (Budget
Estimates or BE), focusing on the
theme ‘Own Sources of Revenue
Generation in Municipal Corpora-
tions: Opportunities and Challeng
es'. The scope of the report has
been expanded o include more
municipal corporations, It is furth-
er enriched by fndings from a
Primary survey on property taxes.
Charts 1 and 2 compare the re-
verue sources of municipal corpo-
rations - own tax, non-ax, and
transfers from the Centre/States -
over two periods: the short term
(FY24 compared to the year just
before the pandemic) and the Jong

are on o of the list in terms of own Gax revenue generation
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compared to FY20, Their depen-
dence on Central and State govern-
ment grants has decreased.

Dulmg this period, thl- share nl‘

Income and expenditure statement

Charts were sourced from the Reserve Bank of India’ ‘Report on Munl:lvll Finances’

revenue from own taxes |
from 27.3% to 30%, fees and user
charges rose from 18.7% o 20.2%,
while the share of revenue grants,
contributions, and subsidies de-
clinved from 27.9% o 24.9%,

The share of compensations
and rental incomes stayed the
same (13% and 6% of the revenue
receipts, respectively).  Interest
earned on loans and income from
investments formed 1-2% of the oy-
erall revenue in both periods,

Long term: Chart 2 displays
the components of revenue re-
ceipts for all municipal corpora-
tions between FYIT (the year be-
fore GST | and

PO ®SHE Mol $0§
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FY24 (BE), Overall, in the post CGT
period (from FYI8 onwards), own
tax revenue as a share of wtal reve-
nue has declined for municipal
corporations,  Conversely, the
share of transfers from Central and
State governments has increased.
InFY17, 43% of municipal corpora-
tioms” revenue receipts came from
their own tax revenue compared
w only 30% in FY24, S0, while
there ]:a:‘ been a short-term im-
provement in the revenue-raising
capabilities of municipal corpora-
tioms, the longterm decline in this
potential has been substantial,

In FY24, own tax revenue which
includes property tax, water tix,

term (FY24 comy to the year
just before the implementation of
GST). Transfers include revenue
grants from the Finance Commis-
sion, State Finance Commission,
State and Central government. In
some cases, it may akso include
reimbursement for expenses and
contribution wwards schemes,
Short term: Chart 1 displays
the components of revenue re-
ceipts for all municipal corpora:
tions in FY24 (BE) and FY20 (the
year before the pandemic), As
shown, the ability of municipal
eorporations to raise their own re
venue through taxes, fees, and
charges has improved in FY24
ki

¥ tax, education tax, and
other local taxes was highest in
Karmwtaka (53.8%), followed by Te-
langana  (50.3%), Tamil Nadu
(44.3%), and Jharkhand (44.0%).
Among major States, Rajasthan,
Odisha, and Urtarakhand had the
lowest ratios. Chart 3 shows the
State-wise split.

Thie quiality of municipal corpo-
rations’ expenditure is improving.
The share of revenue expenditure
in their total expenditure has de-
clined from 43.9% in 2001920 o
38 5% in 2023-24 (BE), with a cor-
responding increase in capital ex-
penditure from 56.0% 1o 61.5%
(Chart 4).

revenue recelpts
of all municipal
corporations,
Thainner circle
eorraspands to
figures for 2018
20 while the
outer chrce
cormesponds to
2623-24 (BE|

Chart 3: Composition of revenue receipts of municipal
corporatians. Figures in %

W TR: Tax revenue
ol Other Income
I 5c: Sabe and hire changes
I Income from Investment
I L2 Interest earned on loans
I FC: Fees and user charges
I AR: Assigrod revonues, campensatian
Mg Renal Income from propenies
I RG: Revenue grants, contribution and subsidies

Chart 4: Revarue and capltal expenditure of municipal cos
porations &5 o percentage of total expenditure
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Tamil Nadu omnibus tax
increase held valid

New Delhi, Nov, 12 The Supreme Court has
upheld the constimtional validity of the
enhancement of Motor Vehicles Tax on

(mnihu.-«.-‘" imposed by a Tamil Nadu

dated Sey 20,
I9’71 from Rs, 30 per seat per quarter to Rs, 100
per seat per quarter,
Mr. Justice Mathew, who delivered the

ju of the Bench dismissing a batch of
writ petitions filed by certain affected omnibus
operators in Tamil Nadu, also held thar the
distinction made between "contract carriages”
and “stage carriages” in the matter of levy of
Maoter Vehicles Tax did not offend Article 14 of
the Comatitution {dealing with equality before

, eic).

The Bench which incluced the Chief Justice
Mr. Justice Ray and Mr., Justice Alagiriswami
rejected a plea of the petitioners that the
impugned notification was not a measure of
taxation but a device to eliminate the
competition of *omnibuses” (contract carriages)
with the "stage carriages” run by the
Government.

The Couwrt said that, as the Tamil Nach Motor
Vehicles Taxation Act, had authorised the
Govermment to bevy the tax, the question of
maotive with which the tax was imposed “is
immaterial” “There can be no plea of a
colourable exercise of power to tax if the
Government had power (o impose the ta and
thee fact that the imposition of the ax was for the
purpose of eliminating competition would not
detract from its validity”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 14, 1924
Wilts' centenary

The Znd Battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment (the
Infantry garrisoning Bangalore) observed their
centenary this moming by trooping the colour.
An unusually large gathering turned up to watch
the picturesgue parade on the occasion, These
present include Mr. WP, Barton, the Hon'ble the
Eritish Resident in Mysore and Mrs, W.P, Barton,
The ceremony was gone through with great eclat
emd after receiving the salute, ll'w Au-n
the

on
llwil fine t unmul steadiness and general
bearing.
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Indian tourist arrivals

India-South Africa
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Chief parliamentary

The number of

Development banks'

to Singapore hit a
milestone

Singapore surged past the one million

mark in October, two months earlier
than In 2023, marking & strong recovery in
It Raurtsm sector, Singapore’s appeal to
Indians travellers has been bolstered by
strang connectivity and iis diverse range of
ExpETEncEs s

l millign, Indian visitor arrivals te

trade surpasses
pre-pandemic figures

secretaries
appointment quashed

South Africa celebrate the 30th

annbversary of thelr diplomatic
relations, marking three decades of
deep-rooted historical ties, This year has
also seen o significant achlevement —
bilateral trade between the two nations
haa surpassed pee-pandemic ligures. o

l 15 Billian, In 2024, India and

The Himachal Pradesh High Court
6 quashed the appadntment of slx

chiel parliamentary secretaries
(CPSs) and declared the law under which
the appointrments wene made as vold. &
division Bench of the High Court directed
that all privileges of these CPSs be
withdrawn with Immediate effect, v

cybertrucks recalled

new financing pledge

by Tesla in the US.

at CoP29

Tesla sald it was

2 43] recalling 2,431

, eybertruch electric
pliekup trueks in the U.S, as loss of drive
power could increase the risk of a crash, in
Its shuth such move this year. Last month,
the EV maker sald It would recall mare
than 27,000 eybertrucks In the US, aumes

In & billian. COP2a
120 negotiators welcomed

pledge by major
development banks to [t funding to paar
and middie-income countries struggling
wilth global warming as an early boost 1o
the two-week summit, s
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Why is there discontent in Maharashtra?

Despite the Maratha community's political dominance, significant sections of the population face economic challenges due o agriculural distress and lack of
employment, This has led to calls for reservation which in turm has caused anxiety within OBC and SC groups

FULL CONTEXT

n Maharashira, the extensive

network of cooperatives,

particularly in the banking, sugar,

and dairy sectors, has been
mstrumental in forging strong patronage
linkages that have reinforeed the Maratha
community’s dominant hold on State
power. These conperatives serve not only
as economic entities but also as vital
socio-political institutions that facilitae
control over resources, employment, and
local governance,

By controlling such cooperatives,
Maratha politicians can extend patronage
o Frmers, workers, and local businesses,
thereby securin, y andd suppert, The
cooperitive model works well for bath
the farmers and the rural elite, Being part
of 2 cooperative meant the farmer was
assured of a minimum price for the
procurement of his crop and had a
guaranteed market at the tme of sowing,
Thus, he could borrow with ease, and the
banks were also assured of repayments in
good time, Moreover, cooperatives have
provided a platform for Maratha leaders
o aseend to signibeant political positions,

However, this patronage system has
marginalised other commumities by
concentrating economic and political
power within the Maratha elite, This
concentration has led o disparities in
resource allocation and access w
opportunities for non-Maratha groups,
reinforcing social hierarchy. It has also
allowed Marutha lesders o negotiate and
form alliances that Evour their interests,
often at the expense of broader inclsive
development, The cooperative model has
not only played an important role in
cortinuing the long dominance of
Comgress in the State but has also been
used by other political parties o expand
their electoral base, either by setting up
their own cooperatives, or by co-opting
and incorporating existing conperative
leaders into their party fold, facilitating
rampant party switching between such
cooperative doyens,

Reservations and dynasty politics
Despite the Maratha community's
political dominance, signiiicant sections
of the populition face economic

due to agri listress and
lack of employment. This economic
hardship has led o increased
unemployment and financial instability
within the community, fuelling discontent
and a sense of marginalisation,

The demand for reservations in
education and government employment
has become a central lssue for the
Marathas, Feeling excluced from the
benehts afforded w Scheduled Casies
(5Cs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other
Backward Classes (0BCs), Maratha youth
have crganised large-scale protests and
agitations seeking inclusion in the
reservation system, In 2016, the State
witnessed several huge demonstrations
known as Maratha ‘mook morchas',
Although these ‘mook morchas’ claimed
o b apolitical in nature, with politcal
parties kept out and managed anly by
sockal organisations, the impact of these
marches was felt in the political realm
with leaders like Manoj Jarange-Patl
emenging to advocate for Maratha
reservations, This demand for reservation
is expected to have adverse effects for the
Bharativa Janata Party (B in the region.

i3 »
K

Aghad i (MR gu

Fragmented arena: Congress |sader Rabul Gandhi belng lelicitated during the release of Mab

empowerment of Dalit communities,
Social and political consciousness amaong
the Dalit communities has long been
influenced by a history of social reformers
in the State, from Jyotirac Phule and B.R.
Ambedkar to Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj,
whao implemented one of the first policies
al affirmative action through reservations
in the early twentieth century, The key
players in Dali politics incluce parties like
the Republican Party of India's (RPI}
Factions and the Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
(VBA) and influential leaders such as
Ramdas Athawale and Prakash Ambedicar.
Dalit politics in Maharashtra is not a
unified category. For example, the BIP
and the undivided Shiv Sena had
successfully consoliduted Hindu castes
like Matangs, Chamibhars, and Khal
aming the SCs, In comparison, Dalit
voters, particularly from the Mahar
community who have converted 1o
Buddhism (Navayana Buddhists), have
historically supported the Congress due
10 its assockation with soclal justice
paolicies, However, the frgmentation of
Dialie parties and alliances with mujor
parties like the BJP and Congress have led
1 the dilution of a unified Dalit vote bank,
At present, the VBA, led by Prakash
Ambedkar, grandson of B.R.

THE G
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The extensive netwark af
cooperatives, particularly in
the banking, sugar, and dairy
sictord, has been inatremental
In forging strong patianage
linkages that have reinfarced
the Maratha community's

dominant hald on State power,

-

The BJP has played a strategic
Fali In counter-mobilising
OBCS against the Maratha
community's demands far
reservation In Maharashtra,
Recognising the patential 1o
expand (ts electoral base, the
BJP has. actively engaged with
warious DBC groups 1o
condolidate support and
postion isell as o defender of
their interests,

-

Dalie peditics in Maharashtra
s bisen o slgnificant force,
shaped by historical

hopes to emerge as a foree o reckon with
for Bahujan politics in Maharashtea,
Although the VBA's performance
improved in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections
when they contested the polls in alllance
with the All India Majlis-e-Jnehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM), their electoral
presence has not been significant. In the
2024 elections to the Lok Sabha, SC voters
rallied behind the INDIA bloe over the
Issue of samvidhaan bachao (save the

lsctl Ml November 5. Ans

4 for the Mah htra A

Factionalism and infighting within the
Maratha community have also emerged ag
significant aspects of its politics. Internal
divisions based on sub-regional loyalties,
personal rivalries, and differing political
affiliations have fragmented the
community’s unified political stance. This
fragmentation weakens the collective
bargaining power of the Marathas and

§ effores o wddress
Issues, Dynasty politics is another
concern, with political leadership often
concentrated within a few influential
farnilies, The perception that political
power is inherited rather than earned
contributed w the feeling of
disillusionment among younger and less
privileged Marathas.

The present elections in 'l

coumter-mobilising OBCs against the
Maratha community’s demands for
reservation in Maharashira, Recognising
the potential to expand its elecioral base,
the BIP has actively engaged with various
OBC groups to consolidate support and
position isell as a defender of their
interests, which was made clear from the
speeches of Prime Minister Narendra
Maeli in his initial election campaign in
the State for the 2024 Assembly elections.
The Maratha demand for inclusion in
the OBC category has radsed concerns
among existing OBC communities abowt
the dilution of their reservation benefits,
The BIP has capitalised on this anxiety by
aligning with prominent OBC leaders and
supparting their opposition 1o Maratha
i

has one of the highest orders of nepaotism
ever pliyed in the State. For example, in
Nandurbar district, there are four
constituencies, all reserved for STs.
ynasty politics reigns supreme in this
belt, with all power alternating between
two families at the central and State level,
The Padavi and Gavit families have their
members contesting from all four seats,
with some of the remaining members of
the fumily contesting on independent
tickets. This is a long-term failure on
behalf of the State and democracy at
large. In most of the reserved
constituencies, politics has failed w
develop a new, decentralised class of
leadership. Most of the communities,
Irrespective of their strength in the State
popuilition, have not had political
representation in the past six (o seven
decades. For example, Lingayats, a
numerically small caste like Malis, who
have been actively assertive in recent
times have not had signihcant
ives from the

The BJs role in mobilising OBCs
Thee B hus played a strategie role in

T i thie OBC guiota,

The BII"s growth in Maharashira
through OBC mobilisation involves a
combination of caste-based :slrutc_mmol:!nrd

Constitution), and the VBEA played third
fickdle, gaining only a fraction of votes,
Since then, they have adapted their
strategy from trying o consolidate SC,
OB, and Muslim votes to now exclusively
fcusing on Buddhist and Mustim votes,
Additionally, the symbalism of Ambedkar
is not last in Maharashtra politics. Even
Rahul Gandhi started his campaign for
the Maharashira Assembly elections with
acopy of the Comstitution in his hand,
frimm the Dikshalshoomi in Nagpur, where
Ambedkar had converted o Buddhism
abong with Lakhs of his followers,

The RP, originally founded by B.R.
Ambedkar, has fragmented into several
factions over the years, The two more
prominent factions are RPIA) Athawale
faction and RPIG) Gawai faction, Rumdas
Athawale leads the RPHAY, which has
always sided with the ruling party for
engagement with power st the centre,
whether it is the BJPled National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) or the

welfare policies aimed at
comeerns, The party has advocated for
sub-categorisation within the OBCs 1o
ensure equitable distribution of
reservation benehts, further solidifying its
support among marginalised sub-groups,
The party has strategically fielded
candidates from various OBC subgroups,
such as the Malis, Dhangars, Vanjaris, and
athers, o resonate with these
communities, The late Gopinath Munde, a
prominent B leader from the Vanjari
caste, was instrumental in mobilising ORC
suppaort, establishing the party's foothold
in Marathwada, The B]P's role in
counter-mobilising OBCs against Maratha
reservation demands has been a
calculaved political strategy that has
contributed toits growth in Maharashira,

Dalit politics in the State

Dalit politics in Maharashtra has been a
significant force, shaped by historical
movements and contemporary leaders
advocating for the rights and

led United 1 Alliance,

I Maharashtra, subvclassification of
505 has become a contentious issue, [t is
being wsed by the Mahayuti NDA bloc o
further consolidate Hindu SCs, while the
Congress is silent on the sub-classification
debate. So far, only the VBA has
vehemently opposed the
sub-classification bill.

Key issues of electoral significance in
Dalie mobilisation include the fight against
caste-hased discrimination, demand for
land rights, access to education and
employment opportunities ete. The
assertion of Dalit pride, inspired by
Ambedkarite ideology, remains central 1o
their polideal engagement.

Sarthak Bagehi teaches at Ahmecabad
Uiniversity; Vignesh Karthik KR is a
postaoctoral research fellow at
KITLV-Leiden; Swsmit Panzade, Pradip
Kaapse, and Sumeet Gurli are researchers
Dbased in Maharashiva, This iz the second
article in @ two-part series on Maharashtra
palitics.

and ¢
beaders advocating for the
rights and empowerment of
Dualie communinies,
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India’s tea, sugar exports raise
sustainability concerns at home

Agricultural commodity production in India lives in a unigque context

high domestic consumption and now rapidly growing exports

that may

benefit producers and consumers; but increasing dependencies between different parts of the supply chain compromise ecological sustainability

Dagar| Giridhar
Manun Bhan

nckin is one of the world's Lirgest

agricultural product exporiers,

Indian agricultural export was

valued it $53.1 billion in 202223,
up from $8.7 billion in 2004-05, a sbefold
increase in less than two decades, For an
economically developing economy like
India, exports play u significant role in
stremgthening the economy by Increasing
revenue, forelgn exchange, and
transactional options, But the rapld surge
i exports poses multiple challenges 1o
sustalnability of the production,
processing, and disteibution systems of
the respective commodithes,

In this context, it's important w answer
twis uiesthons regarding the sustainability
of an agricultural commodity,

First, when can an agricultural
eommodity be considered ruly
alnabde? The sustainability of such a
commodity
sustalnabilivy, which is driven by
productivity. Ecological and soclal
factors, alded by good governance, help
build a sustainable production system, so
the sustalnability of an agrieultural system
depends on three pillans: ecological
factors, economic aspects, and soclal
aspects, underpinned by robust pollcles
underhying all of them,

Second, should sustainabilicy
considerations only apply to production?
Mo, Since the lifecycle of a commaodity
extends across pre-sowing, on-farm
production, amd pest-harvest stages,
sustalnabilivy apphies to them all, Tea and
suggar, two promdnent commaodities in
India with a large demestic and
exportoriented consumption base, offer
pood examples to llustrate the problems
herein,

India iy the world's fourth-largest wa
exporter and second largest producer,
contributing 10% of global exports. The
Intter totalled 188,76 million kg n 2022,
wit e of §641.54 milllon, and an
nc e of 2147 year on year in volume
and 12.43% year on year invalue. The
total value of Indlan tea exports for
202223 was $793.78 million, Domestic
consumption constitutes B0% of total
production. The top export destinations
of Indian e the United Arab

1] Klr:llos. Fussia, Iran, the U5, and the

There is also growing evidence of
stresses being imposed on production
systems across the tea value chaln. Three
mujor chillenges in the tea industry are
the management of human-wildlife
imteractions, burgeoning chemical use,
and labour concerns, An estimated 70%
of tea plantations are situted at the
periphery of forests and host the
milgratory routes elephants need to move
arvund, resulting in frequent interactions
with humans and human property and
damage,

Likewise, synthetic pesticides
constitute up to B5% of wial pesticide use
i tea plantations, This degree of rellance
on such pesticides increases the chemical
residue in the final product, Researchers
have already documented an increase
the incidence of DDT, Endosulfan 35 F
Dicefol 18.5 EC, and Cypermaethrin 10 EC
. Exposure to these subsiances can
e the risk of cancer, diabetes,
impaired neurodevelopment in children,
and neurotoxicity.

Sweit and o Workers haret sugas cané in Kalhagur d&Erict in Maharaghns, i Peoto

Finally, the labour rights and working
condithons of the ten estates cannot be
undermined. More than hall of wea
plantation workers are women and they
are often underpald, The working
conditions a o hazardous and
workers often kck protective gear,
Despite regulations under the PMlantations
Labour Act 1951 (amended in 2000 1o
strengthen worker safety), sabety
standards are almost never fully enforeed.
There §s a eritleal need for better
management practiees in and around tea
estates in Indin, stricter monitoring of the
el resldue lmits for pesticides,
and better enforcement of existing labour
regulations.

Sugar

Inckia is the world's second-kirgest sugar
producer, with 34 million metric onnes
of production, which is about a fifth of the
global production. India's sugar exports
rew by 200% from $1LI77 million in FY
200314 to $4,600 million in FY 202122
and G4.90% in 2021-22, The country
exported sugar to 121 countries, sccording
o the Directorate C ral of Commercial
Intelligence and Statistics. Abouwt 50
milllicn farmers depend on sugar ¢
culthvatbon in India. An additonal half
million depend on sugar and allied
factoeles. Aveording to NITI Axyvog, the
Industry has an annual tarnover of 20 lakh
crore,

But for the exports’ economic value
and the Industry's significant rural
employment, it also has considerable
adverse environmental effects — butin
particular water resource management.

Sugar cane is well-known for requiring
alotof waer to culthate. On average, 1| kg
of sugar requires between 1,500 and
2,000 kg of water. Sugar cane and paddy
oecupy around 25% of the gross cropped
are in Indla and consume G0% of the
country's total irrigation water, reducing
thee availability for other crops and also
stressing groundwater resources. In the

i

last slx or seven years, the area under
sugar cane cultivation has almost doubled
In Karnataka and Maharashira,

Natural ecosystems lke grasslands and
savannahs in these states have also been
converted to plant sugar cane. Along with
thi ensuing blodiversity loss, this change
has Increased the pressure on water
resources and increased the need for
sustalnabbe water use and alternate
cropping patterns, In fact, Implementing
drip irrigation in these could lower
water consumption by 40-50%,

The sockal dynamics of sugar industries
narrate another story, Media reports have
unearthed poor working conditions,
melucking bong working hours,

Rising temperatures in peninsular
Irchin nets as o threat multiplier,
inereasing the risks to workers' physical
and mental well-being, Workers trappe
In vielous debt cyeles incur even maore
stress, Strengthening regulations an
encouriging structured and responsible
production practices are impostant o
redluce these effects and promote
sustainability,

Millets
Even as the sustalnability challenges of
these commaodities persist, there are
others that promaote longterm ecological
and socio-economic sustainability, and
thelr suceesses eould serve as templtes
o ilebress the problems plagung tea and
sugar,

One prime example is millets, o
sustalnabbe option with which o increase

"4

domestic consumption as well as exports.
Millits e vesilient to harsh conditions
ane don't require more inputs o weather
resource constraints, They preserve soll
health andd ensure mitritonal security,

The growing importance of millet
expart is evident in the export statistics.
Tesclin renehed a mujor milestone in
202122 when It exported millets valued at
#6295 million, up from $26.57 million in
2020:21, almost 4 2.5-fodd increase in o
single year, In FY 202223, the country
shipped 162,049.11 metric tonnes of
miillets and milletrelated products worth
$75.45 million, This rising demand
highlights their potential as a sustainable
agriculiwral commodity contributing o
economic growth and environmental
resilience,

Agricultural commodity production in
Inclia lives In a undgue context: a large
domestic consumption base and now a
rapidly growing export base. These
dynamies may benefit producers and
consumers but they could also yield o
paraciox: whereby increasing
dependencles between different actors In
the supply chain compromise ecological
and social sustainability concerns, There
are successful tiles of inereasing
production and trade volumes but
concerns also continue regarding the
teickling down of some of those economic
benefits to producers and farm labourers,
and regarding the vitality of India’s
naturil resources,

There needs 1o be more focus on
adlclressing enviranmental issues
aned safeguarcing the health and safety of
Both workers and consumers to develop
an inclusive agrarian economy thit
henefits both local communities and
global markets,

Diasari Giricthar s o research assoclate
(girtdheraditya24@grmail com) amd Manan
Bharn is a Fellow in Restdence

(rmarnan bharg@atreeong) - both ar the
Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and
the Environment (ATREE), Bergaleru.

CIENCE QUIZ

On Children’s Day, here is a quiz about what it means to be a child...

Vasudevan Mukunth

[

QUESTION 1

The philasepher John Locke floated a
theary called 2 It helel that
at birth, the mind of & child was blank

thie practics and the depictions of
childhoed in art & 8 peckod af simple
|ays, One notable ‘centributor 1o the
appasltian mavement was X, the Britsh
author whase steres described the
liwars e children living on the streets in
awful detall. Name X,

Please send in your answers to
sclence@ithehindu.caln

Answers to November T quiz

and electricity - Ans: Sliver (Ag)

1, Elernent that's the best conductor of heat

2, Precious metal with the highest melting and
balling points - Ans: Tungsten (W)
3, Elerment whose mineral feem has been used

=Y

Shrinking species: An African elephant with her
e In narthim Kenya, Fii PHOTO

Alarming rate
of decrease

in African
elephant count

Beuters

Adrican elephants, earth's kingest lind
animals, are rermarkable mammals that
are very intelligent and highly secial, They
also are in peril. Fresh evidence of this
comes in astudy that documents
alurming population declines at
mumerous sibes across the Adrican
continent over about a half century,

Researchers unvelled on Monday what
they called the most comprehensive
assessment of the status of the two
African elephant species - the savannah
elephant and forest elephant - using data
an papulation surveys conducted at 475
sdtes in 37 countries from 1964 through
206

Savannah elephant populations fell by
about F0% on average at the surveyed
sities amd lorest elephant populations
dropped by about 90% on average at the
surveyed sites, with poaching and habitat
Joss the: muin drivers, All tobd, there was a
7% population decrease on average ut
the varkous surveyed sites spanning both
species. Elephants vanished at some sies
while thedr populations increased in other
places thanks o conservition efforts,

“A bot of the bost populations won't
come back, and many low-density
populations face continued pressures, We
likely will Jose more populations going
forward," sajd George Wittemyer, a
Colorado Stute University professor of
wildlifee conservation who helped lead the
study published in the jourmal
Procesdings of the National Academy of
Schences,

The forest elephant population is
estimated o be about o third that of
savannah elephants, Poaching has
affected forest elephants
disproportionately and has ravaged
populations of both specles in northern
and eastern Alrica,

"W have bost a number of elephant
populations scross many countries, but
the northe el reghon of Africa - for
example in Mali, Chiad, and Nigeria - has
been particularly hard hie, High pressure
and limited protection hive eulminated in
populations being extirpated,” Wittemyer
saldl. But in southern Africa, elephant
populations rose at 425 of the surveyed
sdtes, "We have seen real success in a
mumber of places across Africa, but
parthelarly In southern Afriea, with
strong growth in populations in
Hotswira, Zimbabwe and Mamibia, For
s ahowing positive trends, we
ctive stewardship and
management by the governments or
atitsiche groups thut have taken on a
management role,” Wittemyer said,

The study did not track a
continent-wide population tally becawse
the surveys used different methods over
different time frames to estimate local
elephant population density. Instead, it

and that it was the duty of adults to [ 1o pregare kol - Ans: Antimony (Sh) assessed population trends at each of the
papulate it with the *right’ thaughts QUESTION & 4, Stabile element with the highest atomic surveyed sites, A population estimate by
and ideas, Fill the blanks Inella celebratis Novembier 14 a5 numbier - Anst Lead |Ph) conservationisis conducted separately
k Children's Day in honeur of Jawaharlal 5. Camman therme - Ans: Thelr chemleal froan this study put the two specles
QUESTION 2 Nehru's birthday, Name the secial symbols are not based on thelr commeon combined at between 4,15,000 and
A eomrman blalogical definition af worker who pitched this date o the names SA0000 elephants as of 2006, the last
childhaod | that 1t's the peried in o Indlam government as a way to help Visual: Tin year of the study perfod, It remalng the
human's e betwesn infancy and Iy the welfare of undenprivilegad must recent comprehensive

Fill in the blank with the chilenen in the country, < :  estimate.
name of o per ml.; .;.I .I ) wh.!m!u..- [ ! . "Nm‘;"'m'r" Joil | Rahul Nl et
body undergaes changes that render  QUESTION S HH. Viswanathan | Juse Jojl | Rahud Har |

Hamita Sahvawatl | Poojs Katarla

it capable of seus reproducticn, Marm the anly UK member state that

h has signed the Convention an the Far feedback and suggestions
QUESTION 3 Rights af the Child but hasn't ratified it, = for 'Sclencer, please write o
In thee eaely 19th centry, chdld labaur mainly becouse it detracts from cenain Wisual questhon: Narme this palnting from the Late LBth century that sclence@thehindu.cadn with th
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condervative parenting and punitive
practices.
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Foodbites

October retal inflation print raises concerns
he retail inflation print for October has
made observers ait up, At 6.2 per cent,
headline inflation exceeds the Reserve

Bank's acceptable level of 4-6 per cent. The latest

numbers are inline with a trend since July 2023, of

sharp food inflation (this time at 10.9 per cent)
driving overallinflation (with core inflation at 3.7 per
cent in October), Food inflation is arguably more
endemic than seasonal — withan RBI paper by

Michael Debabrata Patra of al (August Bulletin)

suggesting the same after examining trends over

about eight years.

Analysts expect food inflation to soften in
the remaining months of this fiscal, typically
with the onser of winter and comfortable
water availabilicy, While this optimism is
not without basis, it is important for the
government to get a grip on the diverse
drivers of stubborn food inflation and take
steps to ease supply side bottlenecks. The
RBLis obliged o take a serious view of food
inflation as it acconnts for a weight of 46 per
cent in the consumer price index — but the
fact is that monetary policy is nota
significant lever to control food prices,
During October, the price rise inall
categovies of food produce was elevated,
with vegerables leading the pack at 42 per
cent, followed by oils and fat (9.5 per cent),

s
and cereals (6.9 per cent). Vegetables
inflation over the last year has been 26 per

cent — anaverage of monthly readings
November 2023, Thes tined in
exacerbated by weather extremes linked l(l
climate th..uu,.r_, are generally led by tomato,
anfan and patata (TOP),

Surprisingly, cereals inflation has been at
7 per cent or above for all months since July
2022, and in double digits right from August
2022 o December 2023, Pulses inflation has
been in double digits for about 15
consecutive months tll Seprember 2024,
The rise inedible oil prices has perhaps been
onaccount of the recent increase in import
duties as well as the impact of a weaker
rupee, given that India imports over half of
its requirements, In the case of pulses,
output has lagged over the last four vears,
even as the population has shifted away

since

from cereals towards pulses and other foods
inits diet. Knee-jerk import levies dol

cereals inflation is not so rr.ud]]\«
given output and inventory level
.‘ipL'L'Llll!ll(J" (J\'r.'rcrupuul]’ml seems [I}F]}Iy a
role, Be that as it may, the weather impact
includes not just crop damage but
disruption of market supplies,

Inorderto reduu.- volatility in TOP
value added
forms could reduce wastag J‘]w‘ would

also mean promoting the use of tomatoes
and onlons that are so processe:
chain efficiencies are a must o off
inerense due to rising inpur costs and the
inevitable increases in support prices, Food
inflation calls for along-term response from
government, Monetary policy can at best
work to curtall exce

e inventories,

POCKE

RAVIKANTH

op on the AI

' vagons
andwagons
Machine learning and Al usage are
already entrenched in capital markets.

But adoption of advanced A

tools will be slow

POINT
BLANK,

enAl

abmllar way? A chapter in IMF's recent
Financial Stability Report on advances
In Aland lts implications for capital
market activitles, has some answers. It

LOK

round 2002, there was o
furore in Indian capital
markers over the increasing
use ofalgo trading, where
teading ia done through
algorithms fed lnto compurers, But by
the time public ax large became aware of
it, mcm.m,luiud.nlwnd? fet-up
ciliies in their p
and had .|I1nwu1 large instiv w[kmnl
Investors 1o run thelr trading algos
directly through these facilities,
he proximity as well as automation
Improved che speed, giving larger
ingrivwrional players and brokers
upper hand in trade executlon,
wrading algorithms flooded the exchange
server with orders, In high frequency
rading, which crowded our orders
punched by Indbvidual investors,
Regulators were rather slow to realise
the growing clout and increasing risks
from machine-driven trading, The first
clrcular from SEB] on algo programs was
Iesued In 2012, slmosr three years after
direct market access was provided to
FPlsand large players, and two years
after colecation facllities were set up by

mcdkl;fc
12, nlumrndm,g already
Tulrd of the
wrnover lu lmim and almost 7 pvrwm
of the turnover in the US markets. Their
uaage has continued to grow withalge
rrading currently accounting for more
than 60 per cent of eash and furures and
options market in India. Algos, however,
dohave benefins, 'I‘hcr enhance imarket
lguidity, help price discovery and
reduce volaellity, to alarge extent.
Wil the advent of wrelficlal
Intelligence disrupt capital markers ina

res the

finds that capltal market players are
1 joushy with adoptior

I!\J. Bur nn:u ir r..w)wumu,xrndll'\,;
rurnover and volatilicy will increase and
sovwill rading concentrathon among
larger d'; rs, Regularors need to be
n.n!yul aframework 1o ensure an
evien playing grovnd,

BLOW PROGRESS IN AL ADOPTION
While Al and Cren Al have excited many
industries in the last few years, machine
learning and Al based computations
have been used by financlal markets
dbnce the first decade of this millennium,

B the Altools currently belng used
i capival markers deploy slmple
algorithms whose ourcome is certaln,
Irvestment managers ase proceeding
sbowly In using GenAl where large
amounts of funds are involved, While
the Inputs are belng used in taking
investment declsions, dolng away with
human intervention complevely, ls still
scime wary off,

Anexperiment I8 going on inthe US
% (exchange traded

he [mvestment selection

and sdjustments ave purely Al driven,
But toral assers garnered by these ETF
I Justa licthe over BR00 million and
account for a paltry 0,002 per cent of US
equlty market cap. This implies a
cautious stance, among Investors as well

Investment managers
are proceeding slowly in
GenAl adoption because
ient funds are at stake,
Doing away with human
intervention completely
still some way off

a8 Ivestment managers, Theve are
many use-cases where advanced Al tools
can be employed, It canbe used to
analyse and Interpret content from
soclal mediaand other public forums
where people give their views and
generate trading signals based on these
views, Al can help discover the price of
illiquid assets by using the price

movement of other asset classes and

-
businessline,
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“Saime particlpants mentioned marker
fragilicy insues — Including the drying
up of market lquidity, excess volatiliry,
and flash crashes — arislng from

fa ed declabon malkl
ineflectiveness of guardralls.," says the
Financial Stability Report.

REGULATORY OVERSIGHT
Megulitors need tw watch this space

Instruments. Forward looking |
can be developed and tested with the
help of these tools,

RISKS FROM ADOPTION

There are however many risks from
advanced AL The main risk (s that AL
driven programs can spot trading
opportunities and react much fascer,
driving upvolumes on exchanges, The
IMF research shows that the portfolio
Turnover grew much faster in Al
powered ETHs compared with other
ETFs.

Higher volumes can be a boon as well
asa bane. Higher liquidity ls good but if
most of these transactions are spoofs
(not intended to be executed), they can
clurter the exchange servers making ic
mare difficult for orders of small
investors to go through,

There is also the risk of Al driven
alpos colluding with each other and
manipulating the wu:vlmfllawhm

v and be ready with regy
prevent masket man pularion, t».n!lnn
disruption of inequiry In trading access,

Avallabllity of rrading dara s critical
for testing Al deiven models and
companies with access to such daza can
I ahead of others in creating rading
systems which gain popularity, [n the
eolo scam, kvwas found that Ajay Shah
accessed dara from the NSE to test algn
teading system, Rules for providing
teading data by stock exchanges need to
e sl thatall playess have access to
shmilar data,

Regulators should keep in mind the
wrning in the IMF report that thou,
the unit cost of training in Al models has
declined, the top 10 largest mndulmw
getting more um\rluxlundlngmhl
cost In training, This creates the risk of
concentration as few private sector
developers can dominate the marker,
Companies which have sccess to
non-public trading and cllent data have

i

ACCEES 10 pr Itlve jonar
lnzency advanzage, I!ylmngmu\l.cs
faclicy.

There could be rlsk of herding or
market concentration if AL .m:ﬁu.
developed by few vendors become more
popular and are used extensively, With
individual investors unable watford
these systems, they will be unable to
execute trades fast, making it almose
imposaible for thele trades o go
thraugh.

There Is also the possibllicy of marker
manipulation theough deep fakes or
miginformation by the Al programs.

Ificant advantage as this data ls
ensentlal totest the models.

Teeview of cireult breakers and trading
marging should be done at more
frequent intervals once Al based trading
grows, 1o check rapld unidirectional
moves which can disrups markets,
Regular stress tests and risk mapping
should be done on the dependency on
dara, Al models and the exchange and
clearing Infrastructure, Iwgul-.lmp(
framework needs to be drawn up for A1
third party service providers and cyber
artack protocols need o be
strengthened,

s boosting revenue via higher property taxes viable?

In India, there are hordes of unauthorised residential units, and levying even a low tax on these may be politically challenging

TEA Srinkvasa Raghavan

pectre I Im)&luunnrtlu world,

A the spectre of hankrupey, That

could be whya recent IMF blog
says that the world needs 1o ralse at least
#3 relllion over the next decade to
achleve sustainable and inclusive
growth, “The cost in emerging markets
equals 4 per cent of groas domestic
product —and 16 per cent for
low-Income countries,” it says,

Costs aside, what do sustainable and
Inclusive mean? Let me make o guess,
Sustalnable :Irupl’r means don't
congume o much ifyou live in e
non-Western world, Inclusive means
everyone there must consume
something ar least but not as much as us,
Howr these two goals are comparible |
don'tknow.

Asmall solution that the blog suggests
for raialng the money is more, If not also
higher, property taxes. That is, let’s g
evervane and especially therich, That's
ok, what are the rich for if not 1o be taxed
so that politickans can attempt inclugive
prowth because, even Ifit lsn't
sustalmable, it does get them alotof

votes, The blog says a nationwide
Increase in property taxes could be
“politically challenglng™ but “more
efficient real estate taxes have an
advantage in this regard: by being locally
collected and spent, they may be
politically less challengling than
Increases In broad-base natlonal taxes,”

1 don't knsow whiy the blogger didn't
slmply say municipal taxes, He or she
apeaks very nppnwlng(lyufl];]lu..nd
Lagos in this regard. Both are using
modern drone technology and savellive
Imagery toassess the skee of the
property,

POLITICAL ANGLE

Great, but that Information |s already
avallable with the munlclpal authorltles,
What ls not avallable is Informatlon
about small unauthorlsed residential
buildings,

Even If drones helped with the
mapping, | doubt if any political parcy
would have courage to lmpose even very
low annual property taces on these,

Palitics inlow income countries
doesn'twork ke that, Indeed, If the
costs imposed by legal migrants in che
developed countries of the West are any

ILLEGAL. Many peaple live in residential
property constructed on public land

Indicatlon, polides doesn't werk like
that there as well because avote lsa
weapon of mass destruction of budgets.
Eg wnwluxlu!yl!yl(ulfwx it grows

because these are illegally constructed
m:mﬂwhuﬂ.

: problem Is that the moment a
municipality imposes a taand collects
i, thar land would become the property
of the taxpayer, and the government or
munlelpalicy would forfelr thar land.
India has several lakh such owners, So
this s a bitofa Carch-22,

An obvious solution isa tax on
agriculiural incomes, Even Pakistan
taxes ltat 15 per cent. The IMF wants to
increase the rate to 45 per cent!

In Indin the first step would have tw be
1o stop treating Income, for tax
purposes, by sowrce, If income Is to be
taxed ar all, why leave out agricultural
Income?

The second step would be 1o Impose a
rax on all agriculiural income for those
whiohave other sources of Income. Like

i gated.
That sald the I:Ingdm.uhm Jpom(.
countries do need 1o ralse more money
for basle things ke food, health,
educationand Imuulug. These don't
Imﬁm‘uusmnmhlll negatively,
nothers huge problem [n developing
countries |5 that people don't acrually
owm the property Inwhich they live

Tawy ho grow cauliflowers, o take
Just one example, These guys wouldn't
pose a political problem,

We have a conatitutional problem as
well: agricultural ineome tax Is a state
sulbjeet, So we can forget about itunl
ir's put in the Coneurrent List, Willany
Central government even start a debare
about lt? Nota chanee,

[ “Iwill accept C ru_ufu Mum Iy !f_;uu
accept these Purple-Apples.”

@ LETTERS TO EDITOR Send yourfetoers by emsl 1 bl "

Curbing insider trading
With reference to Serike abalance’
(November 13}, the prepased
regulatory initistives an algnment of
disclasure af “material events” by
listed companies, on the same lines

berrawing comenitmeents

undertzken by companies and the
interests of related parties in majar
transactions, keepinginview the

by past to’

irstituitians to exglit the full
potential of these IPs and attan the
skills required by the indusiry, As
such, the ecucational cus lurm and

issues that cropped up inthe
Hindenberg-Adari episade

af insider trading regulations, okl
help sher inheakhier reparting and
complance stanclards, Thaugh seme
of the proposed ternma may increase
the compliance burden of the lsted
companies, it would suppart
establahment of arobust sack
markes

Shtaram Papuri
[

skilling the interns
Apropes ' Internships’ efficacy’
(Mowemnber 1), the internship
programme started by the

d

dnlagy need to be
rwraied to suit the needs of the
inclustry tesards this end. Students
should e taught the necessary soft
skills alsa, including the basic abilky
to communicate in English, during
ther educational career igsel so that
theywauld be able to participate in
1P withou arry inhilitions and

Lﬂernlralr'wprrﬂmunms iFany
Tos nchieve moee transparency, the
scope of UPS should be enfarged to
inclucle disclosures en comgany
vaikastio ns, vestments and trading
transactions of high net werth and
overseas investars, external

[ "
shills arvd make the yauh ready for
employment is expected to bring
abaut & revelutionary change in
reducing the skill gap that has been
persistently observed by the
Indlustry, Hoswewer, the youth need ta
boe welktutored by educational

acCoure

he Editor’, The Hindu :

Performance of PSBs

This refers bo P5Bs post 26% jume in
H1 net an al-round improvemens'
(Hevernbeer 13). Pubilic sector banks,
despie human capital carstraints
and social banking-oriented
activities, are delivering better
reurns, which indicages that the
quality of gavernance has impraves,
s consequence of growing
sconomic activities, capacey
creation is expanising, and funiding
apportunities are also growing ;
hwever, lenders, especially banks,

Indus the
should give the ireermees il the
opportunities and fresdom for
learning , pravide mentarship and
oversee their pragress,

Kasarajy Chand ramaul|

[rere——

igitant while
ariginatingcredit and
disbursements

Asset quality and assee-dability
matching are critical Factars far
ensuringeredibiley af and trust in
bianks, Banks and their stakehalders

iledings, B59-860, Anna Sala, O 2,

should nat be complacere. They
must suskain their gavernance
standarcls, bo presen their asseis
from becoming ran-perfarming,
VEK Pillal

[Tr—r——

Machine de-weeding
Apropos ‘Excess rain spurs use af
mare herbicides this kharif season’
(Novermber 13). Obyicusly more
weeds graw when there is excess
rairs, Hawever, when weeds are
shredded usinga brush cutter, they
get evenly spread aver the farmland,
which erhance soil carben and
arganic matter, Lise af herbicides
anly degrades sail pH and affecss
crap yield.

v
frprer———
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Changing gears

The entry-level cars are struggling to find buyers
but sports utility vehicles are doing much better

WO FACTS TELL the story of the state of the passengervehicle

(PV)industry. The first is that sales are stuck in the slow lane and

will not exceed 3-4% for at least a few years, as predicted by

Maruti Suzuki Chairman RC Bhargava, The second fact is that
theindustry is also changing gears — from being predominantly a small
carmarket (there'sa slowdown insale of cars priced below 10 lakh), con-
sumer preference is moving towards sports utility vehicles (SUWVs) as is
evident from the fact that vehicles priced higher are doing well. The Octo-
ber sales numbers released by the Society of Indian Automobile Manu-
facturers bears this out. While the total year-on-year growth in sales dur-
ing the month was just 1%, those of smaller cars declined by 17.3%.
However, SUV sales were up 13.9%0. S0, the overall numbers were pulled
down by cars,a bull of which cost below 10 lakh, The April-October num-
bers also tell the same story — overall car sales are down 18.4% but SUV
sales have registered a growth of 13.3%.

The changing consumer preference can be best captured by the fact
that the share of cars in the overall PV sales has come down to 31.6%in
the April-October period from 65.7% in FY 19, Meanwhile, the share of
SUVs has climbed from 27,9% to 64, 7% during the same period. As Bhar-
gava points out, the sub-3 10 lakh market, which was 809% of the total cars
sold in 2018-19,is not growing at the moment. That" 54 cause furwurr)'
Had lhluegmeﬂt red on to the SUV s t have
been brisk, which is not the case, so dearl)' there's an affordability factor.

Going by Bhargava's analysis, the slowdown in small car sales is because
of about 600 increase in their production cost since 2019 to meet safety
and environment guidelines — a car priced ¥6 lakh now costs T 10 lakhbut
theincomeofc I riseninth Clearly, this
has slowed the process of c fing from two-wheelers tocars.
The industry has clearly read the wntmg on thewall and Is planning the
product portfolio accordingly. Maruti Suzuki managing director Hisashi
Takeuchi said recently that the company will only upgrade the sedans it
has but won't launch new products, However, it will launch new SUVs, Man-
ufacturers are moving to electricvehices (EVs) and hybrids,which are find -
ing traction amongst consumers. With lower goods and services tax (GST)
on EVsand states like Uttar Pradesh waiving off registration tax on hybrid
wvehicles, these new technology vehicles would become attractive proposi
tions for consumers, Some like Mahindra Group CEO Anish Shah, wl
acknowledging the impact ufln.flatiunary pmsu.re. on value products,
also highlight the ¢ ium products, which
will push Indian manufacturers to dwelnp belLer products.

The new reality is that PV sector growth is not going to be as brisk as it
wasbetween FY 22 and FY24. Infact,a 3-4% growthwhich Bhargava sees
would still be better than a 17% decline in FY 20,which was a normal year
before Covid broke out. Going ahead, industry growth would be largely
linked with the launch of new products in SUVs, EVs,and hybrids, As faras
small cars are concerned, perhaps the government may look at reducing
the GST on them from the current 29%, which includes 1% cess,

Elliott's Honeywell break-up
plan doesn't go far enough

THE DRUMBEAT FOR breaking up Honeywell International Inc., which makes

products inthe acrospace, Energy, and industrial automation industries, hasbeen

semns louderas the cnm:pany 's shares continue to lag its peers.
seneral Electric, Llnlted‘“ h i

plitting RTX Corp),

s Upinion

EVELOPING COUNTRIES

HNEED trillionsof dollars of

help from  developed

nations to help therm meet

their climate goals and to
compensate them for loss and damage
from climate change.

So far, funding has fallen well short
of what's needed.

Financing mechanisms under the
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change have been among
the most contentious facets of the
treaty, largely due to the under-provi-
slonms by the developed countries,

While theyh, 100
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@ PRESERVING LANGUAGES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

In our diverse country, our many languages are a
treasured part of our heritage. It is essential not

© CLIMATE FINANCE
AN IMPORTANT CONCERN 1S WHETHER DEBT BURDEN OF DEVELOPING NATIONS WOULD WORSEN

COP29: A battle for more funds

BISWAJIT DHAR

Distinguished professer, Council for Sacial
Development

of the Standing Committee on Financein
2021 estimated that nearly $56 trillion
was needed to implement developing
countries” climate action plans by 2030,
Other estimates put this cost at 557 8-
13,6 trillion for the same time period. In

determined contributions (i.e., plans
that countries create to reduce green-
house gas emissions and limit global
warming) by 2030,

The adeption of the New Collective
] ified Goal ing window at

'blllmhyzﬂm,ﬂlemual Ievelnfiundmg
consistently remained below this until
2022.In 2022, for the first time, devel -
oped countries provided and mobilised

2022,
by almost 50,

2019,the Independent High-1 .
Groupon Climate Finance estimated that
the emerging markets and developing
countries, excluding China, must spend
chose to §2.4 trillion a year until 2030 1o

COP29 would ensure continued provi-
sioning of targeted climate finance, a
process initiated in 2009 through the
decisl theGreenCli d

Devel d countries had itted to

only to speak in these languages
but also to preserve them

Instrument of the Fund was approved,
The case for such a fund was initially
made in 1991 by the alliance of Small
Island States to counter the adverse con-
sequences of climate change.

The L&D Fund would test the global
commitment tomeet the long-standing
demand of the most vulnerable coun-
tries tobe compensated for the“lossand
damage" suffered by them due to cli-
mate change, Since the L&D Fund was
established during COF2E, 23 countries
have pledged to contribute §700 billion
towards addressing loss and damage,

Faur countries — France, ltaly, Ger-
many,and the UAE —account for 609 of
the pladges made so far, but the US, whose
share in historical emissions since 1850)
Is the largest (20%of the global total) has
contributed $17.5 billion.

climate finance totalling §116 billion, up meet climate goals. contribute § 100 billion by2020toit. These contributions are too meagre
fromn about 590 billlon a year earfier, The Expert Group he new ﬂmncmg given that the projected economic cost
Climate finance from public institu- ued that about one- - window Is id oflossand 2030 d
tions accounted for clog:: to 80U of half of the total funds The New Collective vital for ch lising beb 0
funding in 2022, increasing from $38 | needed by these coun- anm.lﬁld Goal greater  funds that | lion a year Funher hy 2050 lh.e eco-
billionin 2013 to$91.6billionin 2022, | tries would be from fir dow could g countries n
Though the increase from public insti- sources providing con- davel urgently need for cli- mmzl« i dtoi
tutln%s Was 25% betweef\.umll. and cp_‘sinnafcmdlt(igclud- co:nn::: to m'::‘:'?.ir mragtee a:tlon It would to S1-1.8trillion,
Ing bilateral, multilat- . . support the implemen- An equally important concern is
eral, and other  Mationally determined tationoflow-carbon, cli- whether climate finance would worsen
Mostdevelopingcountries havelong | “innovative  conces- ibuti mate-resilient solution the debt ofdeveloping ries,
demanded much higher levels of fund- sional”finance), and that in energy, transport, which ks already at a precarious level,
ing from developed countries. more than half of this agriculture, and other In 2023, public debt in developing
India andthei\rab(}mup have, fr.n F i vit il countries reached 529 trillion, almost
instance, d ded that dewvel rectly y | develof financial support 30% of the global total. Further, the
ment hanl(s and other should enabl g countries to

countries must provide around 1 il
lion annually to meet the i

snis, among others.

needs of developing countries,

Several institutions have confirmed
that thelevels of cli Al ’ d
to developing countries conypare poorly
with their actual requirements, and that

Two new flna neing windows — the
New Collective Quantified Goal, and the
Loss and Damage Fund (L&D Fund]—
are also expected to face a fund crunch
when in less than two weeks, COP29 is

d in Baku in Azerbaijan, Yet

their annual actual requi could
run inte several trillions of US dollars.
According to the Green Climate Fund,
developing countries would need §2-4
trillion annually and that mobilising pri-
wvate capital is critical to meet this targes.
The first Needs Determination Report

there is hope that the meetlné would
take important decisions regarding the
two newwindows of climate finance.
The New Collective Quantified Goal
financing window could enable devel-
oping countries to meet their nationally

step up their climate ‘ambitions in the
next round of national climate plans,
which are due in 2025,

The second major climate finance
window, which would be in focus at
Baku, is the L&D Fund. The fund is the
outcome of the COP2T decision to
“establish new funding

share of pnvate cmdltors in the total
exter lopl
trleswas 6100 in 2022,

Borrowing from private creditors on
commercial terms Is more expensive,
but with concessional financing from
multilateral and bilateral sources drying
up,deuelopmg countries could end up

for assisting developing countries that
are particularly vulnerable to the
adwerse effects of climate change”,

The L&D Fund came into existence
during COP28 after the Governing

o debt burdens
ing to their commitments to reduce
global warming.

Originally published under Creative
Commons by 360info™.

A highway to tap Southeast Asian markets

The India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway

ROUHIN DEB

Chief

st Chi
Government of Assam

will be crucial for business transactions and
regional integration, especially for the Northeast

INDIA'S GEOPOLITICALAMBITIONS are

Moreover, one of the most strategic

has put this |

awhile.Vimal Kapur, who became chisf mmtlw.- afficer of Honeywell less than 18

e Indo-Pacific and

pects of the IMT channel is its role in
balancing China's Belt and Road

A, el

months ago,has beenworking
businesses, cranking up a itions, and sh “'-| unlt;.’l"hat
Tuesdaya §5-

includes last month ncement ofaspin-offofitsch mi
Tt wasn't encugh. Elliott 1 d
billion investment in Honeywell and sent a 23, -page letter that makes the case for
sphmng off the aerospace business whl]e lmavlng the rest of the company Intact,
d Elliott's move, | k price as much as 7.8%, on a

down day for the S&F 500 Index,'befure surlenderlng some of the gains, The upside
forthe shares could be up to 75% over two years, Elliott sakd,

¥ plays a central role in this.
One of the most critical components in
this k Is the Indi

Initiative, considerad a dominant force in
the geopolitical landscape of Asia. By

clal
necl:wlty,tlve IMT TH will r.'na'ble Indian

exparters to rec

sive Economic I"annemhlp,whlch could
further into

expensive sea and air eight, making
Indian products more competitive in

Thailand Trilateral Highway [IM.T TH}
This 1,360-km-long corridorwhich con -

nects Kolkata to Bangkok, passing
theough the Northeast and Myanmar, is

pm'penrs China has sought to expand its
influence across the region, However, the
trilateral highway provides India with a
mote independent passage to Snuthmt

Asia, i g ts reli

between South and Southeast Asia, The

If inwestors l:mly want a solution to the conglor drag on Honeywell, then highway is the final piece of New Delhi's
JPrap B ¥ w0ugh, Th I uldstill bealarge col broader connectivity puzzle that seeks to
et lactic busi minus its largest and most | it It dinfra

would three oreven fo

Aerospace makes up 40% of the cnnglommam'h sales and has profit ma.rgms of
about 28% That'sabout 3

network, driving momentum from the
Atlanuctnthe E'acl.ﬂc The IMT-TH project,

higher than its next | be a erucial channel
building automation, am:l B pe]:emage points more pwﬂable than industrial for business transactions and regional
There's nodaubt P the Northeast,
t'u! as a standalone business because of the breadth of its From an economic standpoint, the
product offerings for business and al aircraft, gains It
defence,and space. Thismarket is an fire right nowwith b hastraditionallybeen depersdent onagri-

abrlinerbacklogs at both Alrbas SE and BaemgCn thescram-
ble to increase military spending, and the onset of a com-

culture and small-scale industries, with
constrained access to la.rger marhzuThe

supplydmns With the IMT TH ]ndl.a can

hy Asia, Also, with the highway
Eeedlng into Thailand’s infrastructure
its Eastern E I Corridor,

ghobal supply chains.
Recent developmentsadd significance

tolndia’s geopolitical strategy: Just ahead
of the BRICS summlt in Russia, India and

China vent

Indlian businesses can capitalise on 'J'h:u
land's adv ach

arrangemems along the Line of Actual
Control, i ofthe b

other ASEAN markets such as ilambadla
lang and Vietnam,and even China, Indian

wices across Southeast Asia and into East

those in sectors
like elmmnlcs, could use Myanmar as a

arose in 2020, While the US views Inclia as
crltlr:allncnunmﬂngchlnaslnﬂuenmln
the Indo-Pacific, particul

tlatlm]lke the Quad and joint projects

Asia, reducing its depen- ring hukb given fab and Prada-
dence on commerce routes Thei 4 iits lower labaur cr.lstg and tordronedeal, the India-China thaw could
tthat pass through Chinese- 5 transport F matters for Washi
deminated oor y will th nulz‘l‘heIMT- Ithough Ind i toits
Furthermore, by strength-  allow India to take  TH could thus p he  Indo-Pacificagendsa,closerties with China
ening ties with l develoy mem of cross-| bcll could reshape the mics of its role in
fnd,Indiasballd. PO ebartiod | derp hd g the dyma

ing a coalition of like- in ASEA helping businessesoptimise There is also growing speculation
mindad nations that seelcto initiatives such costsand productioncycles  about a possible Russia-China-India
maintain their soverelgnty as the RCEP acrogstheth Thisis evident inthe ref
and ind dence in the The IMT-THisa critical ~ about the three nations planning tocol-

faceof China'sh

mercial space boom. IMT-TH eli
The split would be easy. There's little nuerlap between land and Southeast A.sla ofierlng new
and adb Aerg-

spa:e has its own headquarters in Phoends, making it cul-
turally and geographically distant from the main C-suite in
Charlotte, North Lamlma [rweswrs would own a vibrant
isitions,
In.cl.uding the euer—pmsent desire amtmg man}l to join GE
T d theHe i Thed idek

#laombarg

uctg,tml]es,andhandlcrafu'rhu could
spurindustrial advancements by attract -
Ing investments in sectors such as food
processing, logistics, and tourism, The
highway alse holds the potential to
address prolonged unrest in the North-

For India, the trilateral passage pro-
vides access to the fast- -growing Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
market, which represents over §3 trillion
in GDP, Thailand, one of India's major
trading partnerswithin ASEAN, sawbilat-
eral trade reach §16.04 billion in 2023;
India exported goods worth §5.92 billion

h ining: hodgepodg i east,which has been a hotbed of insur- h$10.11 billion
th.emergylnm tri ion fal building Thy d gmcydue toethn]ctenslun: Improved anamplifyth bers,
that Elliott convincingly inits infeastructure oy flyby facklitat i

dlagnusls of Honeywell's pcrnhlems

Elliost Inw dwanttocob-
bletogether theirown holdings from pure-play cnmparuﬁ as nppasedtn the heyday
when conglomerates provided that diversification by operating a portfolio of busi-
nesses, Using the words of Kapur and former CED Danus Adamezyk to great et’(ect

Elliott raises the probl lesses,
omes, don't get enough executive attenllr.lnandcaputaltnkeepthmnaperaungatan
optlma]leuel 'I'hmnnndnrr " P as
beingproblematicand end up dragging disprog the share pri
Kapur th i h howthat hi will work.
Cmtheﬂlpsl.de F_‘lhnn’s posal should be seen a tl|ef|rststepln.z

processtobreakup H Llea.neDray,
anamlyzthdthmﬂapnam‘arlmu said inaninterview Tryi

activities, while increased cross-border
coaperation could help resolve long-
standing conflicts.

fm [ndlan expnm]llce pharmaceuticals,

textiles,and automotive components into

Southeast Asia’s high-demand markets,
Thailand'sroleasalogistics hubis cru-

THE EDITOR

Rising inflation

Apropos of *Unpleasant surprise® (FE,

tfour parts at of nn'lemnmnungandcumlplﬂ |ndu|:l
Rahavngtodea dsetingup
Ellioet's | Hi | .u:d‘ iy
and doesn' tad.clnssthemmplmclryufluedmlcsmupuf'bushmsses Elliott should
lay out its case for th

divide up the process in different sragns, 'beglnnlns with the aerospace spin-off. In
otherwords: Gobig or go home,

14), data on inflation has
only confirmed what the common
people already knew as they ventuwed
out to purchase food articles for daily
consumption. The CEO of Britannia
flagged concerns about the low
wages of the middle clags. It is time

to include the cost of medicines and

education in the inflation basket as the
commaon man is spending a significant
amaount of eamings in health and
education, Costs of medicines keep
an increasing every quarter and no
questions are asked. Itis galing to
think that despite these concerns
politicians are merrily disbursing

«cash toall and sundry in their bid

1o gain power.

==Anthaorny Henriques, Maharashtra
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n elactronic ar atherwise, in whale or in part, withaut peior written

element in India's larger
approach toleverage the Indo-Pacificasa
gateway for financial partnershlps It
allows India to bypass the Mal

laborate on a joint lunar project, mark-
ing the first such initiative among
theny. While this collaboration remains
largely balic, itsignals India's ability

one of the world's busiest shipping lanes,
where China holds significant influence
and provides a direct overland route to

h Asia, This i fally impoe-

to navigate competing alliances,

enhancing its strategic autonomy. In

the context of the IMT-TH, India's bal-
o dipl -mrhz.tth,ehl,gh

tantg 5 de
by volume relies on maritime channels,
nunlmlslng vulnerahlllrytu dlsmpt]uns
at

way would not only boost economic
integration but also reinforce India's

ridor, The IMT hlg‘rw\ray alsoaligns w1th
India's broader "Act East” policy. Th

Increased connectivity will allow India la
take part more actively in ASEAN-led ini-

Respect user trust

Apropos of “Linkedfluencers, don't
conceal!” (FE, Movemnber 14), there is
a plethora of social media platforms
where sales pitches are common, But
when it comes to Linkedin, it is a niche
media platform for career guidance
and professional networking that
helps thousands of professionals in
their careers, If this platform dilutes its

is prohibited, Th

financialexp.epapiin.. @@ @

New Dalhi

independent role in shaping the
politics of Southeast Asia

Co-authored with Harsh Kumar [T,
astudent of political sci i

tiomal relations at Ashaka University

image and does not categorically
mention a sponsored section, ina
sense it is cheating its users, It does
nat take toa much effort to put a clear
sponsored tag before the content

to maintain transparency with
followers, There is no need to
misguide users,

—Bal Govind, Noida
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Trump’s imminent trade war, and what India must watch for

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI NOVEMBER13

ROBERT LIGHTHIZER, a staunch protectionist
and an architect of thetanff battles of Donald
Trump's first term, might once again kead the
President-elect’s pursuit of his frequently
:lltﬂlndt‘gmls ufmmmlmmlmtmss.

trade order o safi

Lighthizer's pmlecllunism
Lighthizer has long argued that the Uinited
States” liberal tracke policies — pursued after
the collapse ofthe Soviet Union in 1989 with
the hope of spreading fr

1the apex trade body,
Irs Mo Tranee s Free (2023 ), Lighthizer sug-
gests that the US should weaken the dollar rel-

globally — are misguided. He believes that
whlk: free trade cndﬂn l:asll:rlmpurts and

it heads

om
last week, ll,ghlh:llL‘l’ thr S Tmlr
2017-21,

that u]nmm:ly harm ]u.al comrmunities.
Having spent decades helping manufac-

turing

the jobagain, Palitico reported on at
[Jghlluxl:r and his allli:s are preparing plans

inthe LS seck tariff protec-

tladl: deficit as Japanese im-
ports became more expensive
and uncompetitive, even as
japan 5 l:mnumy suFI'l:r!:d

former at-

fese "t " poing "far
beyond anything seen in Trump's first term”,
Trade economists suggest that while
China and its "cheap” exports might be
Trump's primary target, it is in New Delhi's
best interests to advocate for reform at the
‘Waorld Trade Organdzation {WTO), and play
an active role in preserving a rules-based

the WTD
detrimental to American interests by restrict-
ing the country's sovercign ight to protectits
inddustries through tariffs. In 2009, he effec-
tively disabec] the WTO's dispute settlement
body by Macking the appointment of judges
necessary to il:hlcvc CUERLIT, Thls illuwr:d
Trumpito img

fror

An old playboolk

Abhijit Das, an expert on international
tradie and former head of the Centre for WTO
Studies at the Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade [IIFT), told The Indian Express that
Trump’s imminent trade war against China
is less alt and maore about trying to

[FAGW19) GLOBAL

How Anglican Church’s
next leader will be picked

THE ARCHBISHOP of Canterbury, Justin
‘Welbwy, on Tuesday resigned over an abuse
cover-up scandal, marking an unprece-
dented moment for the Church of England.

‘Wellyy became the first leader of the
chiirch, as well as the wider Anglican
Communion of 85 million Christians
worddwide, to be forced out in this man-
ner according to experts.

The Gi-year-old had been in the role
since 2013, and would have been ex-

pected to retire around age 70, Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
‘Welby, resigned on Tuesday, Rearers
How willl the candidates be
shortlisted?
A period of ¢ | hishop of Ct 1
of the Church of England, as well as the Snow abrtained in a church assembly

Anglican Communion, will be followed
by an appointment of a Crown
Mominations Committee.

The comemittee will consist of 17 vot-
ing members, |ndu|:|mgth|:.1rd|b|sl|np

vote on blessing for gay couples, while
Usher is in Ervour of gay rights.
Francis-Dehgani, whowas ordained in
2017, just three years after the firstwoman
hishop was apmwnlod. was burn in lran.

af Yark who is the
hishop in the ins titution. It will bc chaired
by an Anglican, ideally in public life, cho-
sen by Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

Assernbling the committee could take
a l.DLIp|E of months, Da‘u’:d ThumpsDrL

hhis-
tory at the University of Cambridge, told
Reuters, adding that the whobe process
could take up tosix months,

The commnittee will then make arec-
ommendation to Starmer. If this is ac-
cepted by the prime minister, he will put
the name forward to King Charles, who
is the supreme governor of the Church
of England.

‘Who are possible successors?
Three bishops have been tipped to

succeed Welby as the 106th archbishop

of Canterbury: Martyn Snow, the bishop

of Leicester, Graham Ushet, the bishop ol

Morwich, and Guli Francis-Dehgan, the

became
ardhslnpll' sclm::d.

What challenges may they face?

Thee fiew arehbishop will likely face
the same persistent divisions on same-
sex relationships that Welby tried to bal-
ance during his 11- )n:aru:mln:

It}

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

THE SUPREME Court on Wednesday laid
down a series of guidelines to ensure that
due process is followed for demolishing the
properties of citizens.
These guideli
verdlict ina case that had raised the issue uF
bystate o

asa puriish for the alleged invol

of the property owner in a crime. The case
was heard by a Bench of Justices B R Gavai
and KV Viswanathan,

The verdict came just days after then
Chief Justice of India D ¥ Chandrachud,
while hearing a case regarding a man
whose hame was illegally demolished by
the UP government as a part of a road
widening project, referred to such demoli-
thons *bulldozer justice”.

‘What was the case?
The case pertained to a set of pleas that
challenged the “extra-legal” practice of de-

Just in the wider Anglican Commmunion,
wehich includes African churches where
homosexuality is taboo, but also within
the Church of England,

“The principal problem for the arch-
hishop of Canterbury .. is that he com-
bines the role of the primate of all
England, with being the head of the
Anglican Communion,” Thompson said.
"It inl:ri:as'mg]yin the late 20th century

conflict of rolbe which has not

contain Bejjing's technological ascendancy,
particulay in high-tech sectors.
“Today, China is the target; decades agn,

whierzas China does not,” Das said.

According to Das, tariff retaliation might
bc Indla (] Dnly effective means of responding

[ndiaintheu hairs

Tn " bl tariffs

| Armerican tariffs. This approach

In the 1970s, as Japanese
brands such as Sony and
Toyota began to dominate
global markets in consumer
clectronics and automobiles, the US
launched a trade war against its ally,
Eventually, it was successful in “bending
Japan to its will”, according to Das,

However, the same might not be the case
with Chiifia — whiase anmvial over all trade sur-
phs is expected to soon surpass §1 trillion (it
touched $380bllionin 2023 ), "The differcnce
is that Japan relied on the US for security,

uring Trumg's last berm when
India rased tariffs on American agricultural
prochuctsin n:sponschS tariffs onsteel and

ative to other currencies to meet his trade it was Japan, when Japan posed a competi- v P s
oals — much like it had done with the Plaza llw: threat to the US... All the I i trade p ki al
Aecord in 1985 luaddn:ss |tsm:|l:n|ngt|adl: st Chiina toclay flariothose  deals, according to Ajay Sahil Director
ket :Imm with wrsdn  once th*lhd against Japan: inferior quality  General & CEO of the F of Indian  alur
{t‘alslulluwmglhc land- goods, intellectual property  Export Organisations {FIEQ),
accord, the US habved its EXPLAINED theft, dumping” he said, This could extend to countries beyond

China with which the US has a trade imbal-
ance, and where it p eof

on this matter was
ltsclmdwndcllhcﬁﬂcnadmmlstﬁlm
Higher tariffs om Chinese goods, accord-
|ru;luSahal could also create opportunities
for l arters to fill the gap in global

undair practices, "I'.hc:rxrl:\iscmlmha strade
deficit with the US, from $25 billion in 2019
to 850 billion in 2023, s kel not to Trump's
liking,” he saic

Trump?.ﬂmlghtsoc the 'US usmglanﬂs
o pressurise
property rights, labour stanclards, or digital
trade policies. "A broader tariff palicy would
affect sectors in which both countries com-
pete, like pharmaceaticals, IT services, tex-
tiles, and stoel,” he said,

EXPLAINED [MXT]

SC on ‘bulldozer justice’

Highlighting the importance of public officials being held accountable, the Supreme Court laid down
guidelines to curbillegal demolition of the homes of persons accused in criminal cases

Abulldozer demolishes the house of an activist accused of being involved in
violent protests in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, in 2022, giresh Shukla

. b oxiidedinee?

inal activities. ice hast

in recent years in BJP-ruled states such as
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and
Uttaralchand, It was also seen in Rajasthan,

Thl: guidekines laid dewm by?hc' SC placc

property recorded, the SCsaid the final order
st mandatorily contain certain informa-

givingtheac-

cused and their Eamnily sufficient time to han-

turing Congress rulrln 2022, dle their affairs, The SC clarified that the

nesday’” byin-  guidelineswill ly to“an unauthorised
cidents in Lidaipur, Rajasthan, and Ratlam,  structure in amy public place such as road,
MP, eartier this year. street, footpath, abutting railway line or any

In Ratlam, bulldozers were used to pull
down a family's ancestral home after the
WS 50M Was arrested for slaughtering a

I Leladpur, the munick

factorily resolved during J\::hb:shup
Welly's tenure.” REUTERS
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I'IlIDn demalished a tenant’s house for al-
legedly “encroaching” on forest land. The
demaolition took place in August soon after
the tenant's 15-year-obd son was armested for
stabhing his classmate from another com-
mumnity, leading to a Aare-up in communal
tensions in the city, The lawyers submitted
that the demolition and the accusations
against the tenant®s son were connected,

These pleas were tagged with another set
of cases which pertained to demolition
drives in other states,

One of them was filed by the Jamiat-
Ulama-i |n.'\pn|2022amldsladcmu—
lition dirfve that followed cc
in Dethi's Jahangirpuri.

river body or water badies and also o cases
where there isanorder for demolition made
by a Court of law",

PROVIDENG NOTICE: The SC said a min-
imurm of 15 days prior notice must be gwm
forapersonto before

tion, This i les the arguments made by
the owner or the oecupict, why the authur—
iyl such milndcipal o

believes the case cannot be settled, and
whether the entire construction or only a
part is to be demolished. Reasons such as
“wrhy the extreme step of demolition is the
only option available” shoulkd also be men-
tioned, the SC said,

THE AFTERMATH: If the authority
passes a final arder for demalition, and after
owneror the occupier receives

s carried out, starting from the date that the
owner or the occupier receives the notice,
This notice must contain details of the struc-
ture, why it is being demolished, and a date

the order, the 5C said, "the order will not be
implemented for a period of 15 days". This
albows the owner or the occupber to either
rermove th ruction or chalkenge the fi-

for a “personal hearing” to allow ewners to
contest the demaolition,

As soon as the notice is served, the local
Collector or the District Magistrate should be

nal order in court and seek a stay order.

At the end of this second 15-cay period,
if the final demolition arder has not been
stayed and the construction has not been re-
moved, d ition can be carried out,

nformed via email, with an for
an auto-reply acknowledgment of the

However, the aullwnty must take a \'Idt‘D

email’s receipt *[to prevent any all
of backdating”, the SC said.
HEARING & FINAL ORDER: After con-

ducting a hearing where the minutes are

recording of t

an “inspection report” belore the demalition
and a “demalition report” with a list of per-
sonnel involved inthe demalition process.

markets, particularly in sectors where they
hold a competitive advantage.

During Trump's previous term, tariffs
rnainky targeted China, Mexieo, Canada, and
the ELL But India did not escape unscathed
from the fallowt of Trump's protectionism,
With Lighthizer as the LIS tracke chief, India in
2019 kst its Generalized Systerm of Preferences
[GSIP) status that gave thousands of Indian
cormmodities — worth roughly $5.7 billion an-
mually — duty free acoess to the US market.

What is the SCs reasoning for the
guidelines?

The 5C relied on several fundamental
constitutional and legal principhes that are
wiolated when the illegal demalition of an
accuised person's property takes place.

SEPARATION OF POWERS: The verdict
stresses that the judiciary is entrusted with
“adjudicatory” | decisi ki) p
decide if an accused person is guilty, and
whether any of the organs of the state have
“transgressed” their limits. The judiciary then
asks, “Can the officers of the State
[ it take upon themselves the adj
dicatary funetion and without a person -
dergoing a trial be inflicted with a pumsh—
ment of demalition of his properties.”

Itwuuldbc ‘whul pcnmsslblt" I'u(rh:
state to decicl
mient for an accused pmun mdmgmrh:
SC 1t said, "The executive cannot replace the
Judiciary in performing its core functions™,

PUBLIC TRUST & TRANSPARENCY:
The 5C said public officials must be held ac-
countable for both their actions and inac-
tions, Officials who “take the law in their
hands™ and pass demolition orders on the
ground that the owner or occupier of the
property is an accused “should be made ac-
countable for such high-handed actions,” ac-
cording to the court.

The 5C also said the guidelines are nec-
essary toensune that the government acts in
a “transparent™ manner and hold them ac-
countable when they don't.

RIGHT TO SHELTER: The SC noted that
the accused is not the only one whao lives or
owns such properties, It highlighted that the
right to life with dignity under Article 21 of
the Constitution includes the right to shel-
e Depriving this right of the other innocent
people living in the same house as the ac-
cused would be “wholly unconstitutional®,
accarding to the 5

To address cases where the demolished
property houses an accused but also vie-
Lates municipal laws as an illegal construe-
tion, the 5C laid down a separate test. It said
when a “particular structure ks chosen all of
asudden for demolition and the rest of the
similarly situated structures in the same
wicinity are not even being touched™ it can
be presumed that the “real motive” was to
penalise the accused and not to remove an
illegal construction,

Why maker of ‘magic’ weight-loss drug semaglutide wants copies banned

ALINAN SHERIENAA at least 50 Lawsuits against clinics and phar- G pots I. J & 'Wthn':-acl- nerve damage, kidney disease, and may
maciesth | e vl elivery mechanisms, whichcan  even require amputations,
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13 sions of its dngs. These copies could be dan- EENE“:S' COMPOUNDED DRUGS leadt to the drug not being released in the G ded ich 0t et
aerous, the company fears — Chief Financial Both are alt bt o e, dications, but they differ proper dose, and reduce its effectivencss foreffe iliabslity,
NOVO NORDISK, the Danish pharmaceuti- D'ﬁmrl(arsmn Murk Knucsen said lastmk kgnificanthy in & " . and put patient safety at risk. the company has told the FDA.
cal eomparny that mamFacrumsthc popu-  thatrep e bl at hesast 10 Asafe and effective delivery mechanism CONTAMINATION, STABILITY RISK:
lar weight-loss dru more than 100 hospitalisations to com- MANUFACTURING REGULATION is especially important because patients ad- — The company has underlined that com-
miedication Cwempic, has asked authorities versions of and . GENERICS are mass-produced by (:ENEI!II‘.‘SmusI mtslm mmm.-rthc dmg m:mscl\n:s WFD-Hp- pmndingscmagluﬁdcmﬁmmialiscd
inthe Unidted States to stop the compound- On October 22, Novo Nordisk asked i h a t by bodi h facilities and mupmcm and that the risk
ingof these proclicts saying that thisecould  USFDA to put semaglutide on the MWMMMMM- like memmﬂnslam tlmmusl Nuh:hsk. CORmies i a single-use pen m,cm: oF contamination is a major concern,
poase safety risks, Demonstrable Difficulties for Compounding activeir and prove b ivalence, i.e,, del which provides the exact dose, and includes atheri lients can
LIS Food and Drug Admin- (DDC)list, which n.-:rnsplu match Mwmmw the same amount of active clcmnsmnnsumcnmaynn patierits pun.-nn Iy occur if the equipment is not
istration [FOMA) mgulannnsal— macies from comp safety, quality, anc i il di into the blood: at A --nl'lhcm'l'h‘
lenw hurman drug drug, npcmllywhm:nm— dlisk uticls the same rate as the branded compound il o inMarch 2022,
= inwhich licensed phan-na- HEALTH mcmal\rm artmlahlr_ will expire in 2026 original. mnmntlnm-dﬂi\’lihwwtﬁ"ﬂ!r the FOW found issues with sterility at a com-
cists ar plysic ringes, with inconsistent instructionsthatin- — pounding pharmacy that had had five steril-
mlx.uraq]u.wurmycdmda medication ﬁ:rtthDClst i’radnn sudusuu :ﬂlr_v. COMPOUNDED DRUGS are COMPOUNDED DRUGS are ot cmthrrisl:nrdu:ngm |tyraulun:s mthnﬂrcmcdmp inone year,
— to meet patient needs when popular V. OF NoE- 1 by li d ph. i subject to the same rigorous approval Move Nordisk hase firming
brancled formulations are in short supply. essary sterile handling male it diffioult tocre- and tailored to meet a patient's pmmmmnmwgh theingmﬂcm tients whn overdosed on cumpuundrd thiery were sterile, Maore than 15,000
‘Weegovy and Ozempic, both of which lefficti Jeclversi specific needs. O isati used i inco FDA- semag) 180 I futide units were recalled, the com-
contain semaglutide, have been in heavy In its application for DDC listing, Novo include acjusting the de igh Falls to took 10 times the dose, resulting in severe  pany said — and another recall had followed
I months, and many ¢ 4~ Nordisk has lagged four specific concerns combining multiple m slah.- phamu:y boards, nawsea and vomiting in Augqust 2023 for the same reasons,
ing pharmaciesinthe US have created their — tothe FDA, . BIOAVAILABILITY: This refers to the Novo Nordisk has also said that
W Versions to cope W1Ihl|l|s. CGMPI..EKFOINUMTION Thecom- degree to which the active ingredient in a scmdglutldc isa tcmpcramrc—scnsmvc
Previoushy, ker Eli Lilly h Imdm mph— tide inclucles spmﬁr components — sw:ll DELIVERY MECHANISM: The dheli I t blood: i becomes
had sought to stop compounded versionsof — cate ly. The drug is asthe fatty acid howlong  mechanism of a drug refers to the way itis usabie by the 3 than 30 dcgmcs{rlsuus can mmpmmusc
its diabetes and obesity medications  using yeast and recombinant DNA technol- nm;udkmmnllwbndy.uﬂsynlm sent and released into the body so that it The company has said that semaglutide  its stability.
Mnun;amamz:pbuund TthDA s yot o m Michgimimiﬁcpmpuﬁnm VETsions may not tively. has naturallyluw thd\'ﬂlldhllll_f and a Thee company has lagged aninstance of
miake a diecis dal for it licating It has also lagged that comp led A ling to the, the FDA-ap-  comp th |s nutabsumcd a pharmacy instructing patbents to keep a
amtt iy cam result in diffe versians have bed to reported adverse ef- i hiksti 1 cl properly may not produce the bl | {under-the-tongue ) solution at
Concerns over semaglutide nly suhlny and overall effectiveness. fects, which have been recorded inthe FOR'S — [very methods, te precision ofwhich helps — fcts, Ineffictive treatment of obesity and — room temperature, and another advising
Cver the past year, Novo Mordisk has filed The FOA-approved versionof semaglu- — Adverse Evenit Reporting System (FAERS). lhc drug work rFlerly and safely.  diabetescan esult in heart attacks, strokes, — them to freeze semaglutide procucts,



1 47

14

TheIndianEXPRESS

= Founnen By =

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BULLDOZER INJUSTICE

5C has done well to speak against ‘bulldozer justice’, lay down
guidelines. The local councillor and thana must heed its message

HE CHILLING SIGHT of a bulldozer demolishing a building, when authorities
hawe failed to follow the basic principles of natural justice_.. reminds one of a
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EDITORIAL PAGE
green transition for India

It's about redefining relations between environment,

A

WorDLY WISE
WHEN I FIRST LOOKED BACK AT THE EARTI,
STANDING ON THE MoON, I CRIED.
— ALAN SHEPARD

energy and economy, keeping people at centre

ARUNABHA GHOSH

AS COP29 NEGOTIATIONS play out in the
shadow of Donald Trumip's win in the US and
conflicts inWest Asia, one thing isclear: India
will have to decarbonise equitably without

lawdess state of affairs.” The Supreme Court'sindictment of using

ingcli i Inclia

the ewouse of “illegal encroachment” to take punitive acti those merehy
accused of crimes isunequivocal. In essence, the Court has confirmed that justice cannot be
found at the end of a bulldower, that punishment wi [ProCEess vi wdamen-

must consider seven fundamental shifts to
barild a strong economy that stands on the

talnghrsuu_mmuumpu i W Vishwanathan and B R Gavai has i inted
out how the i i the Ty i those accused of crimes rannmbc
reconciled with the basic principles of India's Constitution, including the rule of 1aw, sepa-
ration of powvers, the presumption of innocence and the Slegality of collective punishment.
Using its pover under Article 142 of the Constitution, the Court has Laid d icelines for
the demolition of properties, mcluding providi notice and time for appeal. It
also ruled that = ufﬁna]sﬁumdmbcmm]arm of the orders of this Court, will be held re-
ible for i th his/their personal cost”.
The apex court’s reil ionand 1ce of the hasic prn||A:||:|I¢:st:|l1|.uumJ
come eesary. However, for those wiy
itis already too late. The Court has said its directions will not be applicable, *if there is any
unauthorised structure in any pulblic place such as road, street, footpath, abutting railway
line._". Beginning with the Uttar Pradesh government, then in other BJP-ruled states such
as Madhya Pradeshand Ut and even inth g led Ragasthan, the bull-
dozer has become a symbol of summary “justice”. More often than not, the houses and
properties destroyed have belonged to people from the minord ity and thoseat

their homes anc

houlders of a clean, resilient and robust en-
ergysystem People must form the core of this
SICEN ECONOITY.

India's power demand will nearly double
by the end of this decade, with peak demand
set to reach nearhy 370 GW by 2031-32. That
means every few years, we will need inflex-
ion points in how energy investments are
flowing, infrastructure is being built, and new
business models are emerging. Rather than
matching just current supply and demand,
we would need to track metrics that facili-
tate and enable these inflexion pointsina
warming world. These shifts are crudal to
trigger change.

First, shift from centralised to decen-
tralised energy systems. Distributed renew-
able energy(DRE) socurces can be acritical pil-
Lar of building energy systermis at at scale. India

the margins. For the Court's eloquent defence of rights and legal principles t have sub-
Moare i

has already with its rooftop
solar push that plans to solarise 10 million

stance it mast percolate to every judicial officer in th y, it s up
againsta p)]lncal ]ngl: thatt is becoming increasingly widespread. The Court has, in recent
years, al h and murders by semi-vigilante groups in the name
of cow protection. On the former, |t]|a:| |n2l]023 directed all states and UTs to take sup

motactionanc r icdelir kd be oo Empt
of court. That waming seems not to have had the desired effect. On oo, it
is debatable whether the message has been heeded.

Those who have been at the receivi bulldozer annot knock, in

miost instances, at the doors of the apex court. For them, itis the bocal councillor and the lo-
cal thana that is the visible arm of the state, that so ofb them. Itis a
change mattitude must ooour. Whatever their i i

st niot weart

whichcould add 30GW of clean
pawer. However, the price for rooftop solar is
oo high fior most consumersin the lower eco-
nomic slabs who consume less power. A
Council on Energy, Environment and Water
[CEEW) study found that -30 per cent of the
country’s technical rooftop solar potential lies
inthe 0-1 KW category, a cabegory still expen-
sive for many after subsidies. Mew kinds of
market-driven interventions and business
madels, such as commumity solar or comma-

fination, elet nity can tackle this.
Second, shift the tive fi ital
f honour. The SCs verdict must resonate ~ s,ﬁ naral “mr:':l' capt

outside the portals of the judiciary, amongst politicians and admind
theface of the state to common people.

who represent

A CHOPPY MARKET

CoP29's hasty decision on carbon credits could do more harm
than good. Substantive finance issues need addrcssmg

EARLY A DECADE after the Paris Pact wasi im-
plement its clause that allows countries and cumpanusmmﬂc EMmissions.
Article 6 of the Pact deals with carbon markets, which albw polluting en-
tities to offset some of t they cause
luting entities. The provision remained contentious. At CoP 28, last year, ngguumnsbmh:
down after countries could not agree on what constitutes a good carbon removal credit
Last month, aUN body circulated a draft text that laid out the methodologies for framing
standards for such projects. At CoP 29 in Baku on Monday, countries arrived at a consen-
515 0N tIv:sc methodologies. The agreement aims to clear the air over transparency in
ing mechanisms and i rbon market operations.
Azerhaijan which is heading the current CoP has expressed

300 Mar-

diture {opex). We have often thought n[cn—
BTEY systems as a capex story. For the dean
energy transition, we have to start thinking
about pricingenergy better through anopex
madel. For instance, every consumer does
nat need to buy a solar panel. The utility can
set it up for a community for a price and
charge ona pay-as-you-go basis. We can use
similar opex models o provide energy effi-

First, shift from centralised
to decentralised energy
systems. Distributed
rencwable energy (DRE)
sources can be a eritical pillar
of building energy systems at
scale. India has already
shown ambition with its
rooftop solar push that
plans to solarise 10 million
households, which could add
30 GW of dean power.
However, the price for
rooftop solar is too high for
most consurners in the lower
economic slabs who
consume less power. A
Council on Energy,
Environment and Water
(CEEW) study found that
=30 per cent of the country’s
technical rooftop solar
potential lies in the 0-1 kKW
category, a category still
expensive for many after
subsidies. New kinds of
market-driven interventions
and business models, such as
community solar or
community partners, can
tackle this.

ciency asa service, set up distributed renew-

mb)mull: hocarlmthu" Enmgf EnnJuR

ahles, ictcooling instead of every
imdividual buying ACs, and sustainable mo-
bility [paying for clean trans portation serv-
ice per kilometre rather than the capex of an
electricbus] Itis all about the final use of

about
imvest in the software, the Al systems, thl:
smiart appliances, and the smart meters. The
rolkout of millions of prepaid smart meters is

ergy and pricing it ight.

Third, shift from short-term financial risk
toclimate-resilient dean energy and business
mvestmendts, [t is comparatively risky toin-
west in emerging markets, but much of that
has todowith perceived risks than real ones.
W also cannot ignone the shods we are al-
ready facing at 1.4 degrees of warming. A
CEEW study found that mone than 80 per cont
of India now Eves in climate-vulnerable dis-
tricts. Investment in making our energy sys-

just Ty —it thy
distribution companies optimise how and
‘when electrons flow. This makes energy sys-
terms more resilient and interoperable with
rtnewahlrs D‘ngtal]y managed electrons
wdel rather than

Jusrhllldlru; hard power infrastructure.
Sixth, move from a linear to acircular econ-
oy This not onty helps energy systems, but
alspenhances our critical mineral seourity. A
recent CEEW study found that cumulative
‘waste from India’sexisting and new solaren-

tems resilient and dlimate-p

g themis

BY ,.ulyumlujuulupmmﬂmm
by 2030 — to filling up 720

themacroeconomic consequences of cimate
change. The country’s hard infrastructure
must be insured against non-linear climate
risks and businesses must undertakoe granu-

Olympic-size swimming pools. Management
of this waste and salvaging the minerals —
such as silicon, tellurium and cadmium —init

isanenvir i necessity. it

lar climate-risk s Our thinking
shiould go from how much it will cost to how
much investments in resilience can save us
from future shocks.

todevelopIndia
asahub for the ciroulareconormy of minerals,
butalsowater and agricultural waste. It could
helpwith air quality, urban sanitation, water

Fourth, rather than fiating on i avai security.

palicy, think of plugging into supply chains. Finally, bring people to the centre of the
ch'undapulm.lndlacannmnmm;t afford  energytransition. Thereisaneed to shift from
protectionist ity-linked i financing powerc tofinancing end-

palicies like those of the LS or the ELL These
policies need not be the mosteffident route of
trying to make the whole economy a verti-
cally integrated firm. We can position our-
selves in global clean energy supply chains by
adding value and collaborating on strengths
with other countries. Where can India step
imter the solar PV and green hydrogen supply
chains? And how can it help create a global
rules-based architecture for the fuels of the
future? Enmg',- sccunty iscritical, butvia aro-
utethatp sendence and rules,

ficies.

Fifth, bring mg:ﬂl.crﬂu:-n

use consumers. W think constanthy about big
capex.and the hundreds of billions of dollars
that can flow into dean energy. But where is
thefinanding for the end-use consumer want-
ing to buy anelectric two-wheeler, orwanting
to deploy solar panels on their roof, or want-
ing more efficient bricks for their new house?
Individually, one consumer may be too small
abet, but when we create a portfolio, it be-
comesa market giant opportunity.

This is a critical decade fior India’s energy
transition. The path forward is not merely
abwout transitioning from one energy source

it'sa paradigm shift and,

and digitalisation revolutions by shifting fo-
cus from hardware to software, India is un-

tumity to redefine our relationship wil:i\rcn-
eTgy, economics, and the environment. Amd,

dergning two fast-paced st
country now has over 830 million active in-
termetisers, mﬂl mone thanhalfwnmgl‘rmn

—the  bring people back at of policies.
]'?wwnrer s (B0, Council on Enegy.

tisingi Wiater{CEEW).
Visws are personal

tems at the same time. How can theelectrons

NOTES ON TAMIL CINEMA

‘Meiyazhagan', ‘Kottukkaalli', 'Vaazhai' show industry makes art for, about people

VIDHATRI RAO

leets o e the cost of i the Mationally Determined Contributions for
the Paris Pact by £ 250 billion every year. Howewver, a section of experts have criticised the
Baku meet for being hasty at arriving at a decision on a particularty contentious aspect of

the Paris Pact on the first day, without extensive deliberations. The agreement does not

AMANIN his 40s reluctantly goes back to his
hometown after twa decades. He reconnects
with long-lost relatives, anold love, drinks chai
by the road, and rides a cycle in the silence of

adequately address issues related t doubl It does not lay out guidelines for the night that envelops a sleepy town.

assessing projects with reversal risks — forexample, carbon absorbedin a natural nnkca.n e Tiwese 'ma%"f“]f ;mmc"": Tarr'|(1l film
bereleased into the atmosphere after afew years tt nt Arvind Swarny ;Fa;silwhl{lm's ;ﬂ";ﬂ;ﬂ"ﬁ;
ahout protecting the liveli af o ETeen projects. Arulmozhi — the most tender man in Indian

Historically, pom'omwmrs have given carbon markets a poor reputation, The Clean
Development Mec the Kyoto: thwo]lc]laparrbcrauscallpar—

mainstream films this year. Little moments
make up Swamy's Arul: A gentle tap on the
shoulder by s daily

ties lost their e system. In recent years, with several ped o

net zero argets carbon markets seem to have regained traction. Therein, also lies a ma-
Jo( oconoern: Developed oulntnrscuuld put th:ll numcy in offsetting schemes without
i This coubd put a large part of
thcbun:lm of mitigating global warming on developing countries. After the pact on Article
6,CoP29's main task will be to ensure a substantive decision on climate finance. Else, the

Paris Pact faces the risk of going the way of its pred ecessor, the Kyoto Protocol.

OTHER WORLDS, WONDERS

In Samantha Harvey's Booker Prize win, an
empathetic look at an old, besieged world

HE DAY THE Booker Prize is announced, a pall of smog hangs over some of

the world's busiest metropolises, The AQl in Delhi is over 400, In Lahore, it is

worse. Inother corners of the Earth, similar, albeit less dire, patterns play out

even as world leaders convene in Azerbaijan to slug out proportions of cli-

ing and dimatec Amid the haze of breath-choking pollutants, and

the complacency of climate naysayers, it is difficult to imagine Earth as a place of im-

ble beauty. British writer Harvey. this year's Booker Prize winner for

her novel Ovbital, did not suffier from a crisis of imagination, howewver. Her 136-page novel,

set over the course of a day, tracks the Lives of six asrrunauts atthc]nr:manunal Space

Station. Amid the wonder of di ing beauty,

each comes to realise what politicians and citizens often fail to see — without Earth and
its magnificent, faltering, ambitious humanity, there is little meaning.

Arthe awards, the o i ourof the onky man on th istof six — Percival
Everett for Jomes — and the win makes Harvey the first woman to get the Booker since
2019 Aunanimous choice, the chair of judges, Edi i de Waal, descril itall, a book
that took Harvey 25 years towrite, as one “about a wounded wordd” that “reflects Harvey's
extraordinary intensity of attention to the precious and precarious world we share” A
measure of Orbital"s scope had come early. The slim volume, the second-shortest baok to
win the Booker, after Offshore by Penelope Fitzgerald in 1979, has aleobeen the most com-
mercially successful: It has been the highest-selling book in the shortlist.

One hopesthat inits popularity, there s alsoa srramofmmgunum ofwhati: is atstake.
Harvey, 49, had set out towrite a “space pastoral” but it ic that the
import of it truly struck her. As the world battles an urgent dimate crisis, could some of
her wonder and her andety serve as a mirmor on the wall?

ritual of feeding parrots and pigeons, his
mormings as a cricket coach, his banter with
hisdaughter. Arulis not afraid tocry, laugh, be
vulnerable, and admit heiswrong.

The film also stars Karthi, and was pro-
duced by his brather, Suriya. When asked if
the film met expectations box office-wise,
Suriya, whe is a reputed actor and producer,
said the numbers did not matter for a film ke
this, before going on to say he made “25 per
cent profiton the budget”. Suriya asked: “Who
knows what truly defines a film's sucoess?"

Between the noise of Rs 100 crore collec-
tions, Eanwars and stardom that seem todom-
inate conversations surrounding film today,
especially Bollywood, Suriya’s statement
came asa breath of fresh air It also points toa
culture of collaboration that seems to be tak-
ing place in the constantly evolving main-
streamn Tamil cinema, which has been able to
strike a balance between staple masalo high-

Recently, Tamil Nadu
Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, whose
production and distribution
company worked on
"Vaazhai', argued that in
southern India filmisa
means of cultural
preservation and resistance.
The political implications of
the DMK and its ideology
aside, Udhayanidhi's
statements point to one
thing. Tamil cinema, like
other film industries in the
South, knows the syntax of
its films and their larger
cultural role.

ichdid roundsat flm

- te i d  titleisAd il
character-driven ﬁlmmak:ir\g

This year fthe  family taking their "y
vancq'ﬂla‘th:MHmyhasmnﬁtT

In Ausgust, Vikram starred in Pa Ranjith's
Thangaioan, a magical-realist story of Kolar
gold mine 'wum:rsln the 1m ‘While it got

festivals such as Berlinale. The film talks of a
‘possessed” daughter toa
seerafter she falls in love with a man from an
oppressed caste. The film, sin-
gle-takes, is asearing depiction of patriarchy-

induced suffocation, caste, mothers and
"

amixee

religion

itsworld-
bLuIdmgn:\:hnlra]l'n.cscmdpuhm:i The year seems o h:mdiru;onagmal
TheninSeptemnber, we got Vaazhu direc-  notefor the Tamil audience. We hawve Suriya’s
mrManS:hma_Pslm:dlmu:scml-am big-| hudgrrspncladﬂ(ar@.rm also starring
graphical story about hanana Bobly Deol 14, afilm which, by
s The world is a Tamdl Maduvillage in ﬂn:tlal]u Iaul:s likea dmCﬂmanﬁmﬂes.

the 905, and the “hero”, a precocious teenager. Part2in

This is a film with its politics firmily in place,
speaking of poverty, hunger, and cydes of ex-
ploitation. It is also a thing of beauty.
Cinematographer Theni Eshwar shoots rural
landscapes — from conws o water to fields —
with freshness and patience. The final se-
quence that forms the core of the tragedy of
the film is again technically supreme — shot
inblack and white, at night, withample usage
of close-ups. Music director Santosh
Marayanan’s final ballad mouming the dead
is haunting, the kind that lingers far after the
film's credits roll.

The film, which would be deemed
unglamorous for Bollywood, ended up male-
ing Rs 40 crore — showing a culture of audi-

Dcncmbn'aﬁlm abouta pelice constable and
aseparatist leader.

Recently, Tamil Madu Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin, whose produc-
tion and distribution company worked on
Viazfumi, argued that in southern India, filmis
ameans of cultural preservation and resist-
ance. The palitical implications of the DMK
and its ideclogy aside, Udhayanidhi's state-
ments point toone thing.

Tamil cinema, like other film industries in
the South, knows the syntax of its films and
their larger cultural role. It is cinema for the
people, about them, rooted in their lives, is-
sues and aspirations. And there is also mom
furmnnxnmun quallry.l'mssr and po-

ences and filmmakers in constant dialogue.  litical diale that s
Intl:mbn'Tmlmmlaalsusaw I:hc)dr.*—
ase of PS5 Vinot! Kittukkoali incom

NOVEMBER 14, 1984, FOrTY YEARS AGO

ELECTION DATES OUT

LOK SABHA ELECTIONS will be held on
December 24 and 27 — except for in Assam
and Punjab. A separate programme will be
fieedd for them, This is the first ime that two
states are being excluded from a notification
for the Lok Sabha elections. Chief Election
Commissioner R K Trivedi said the notifica-
tion will be issued on November 20 and
counting will commence on December 28

PM GANDHI'S APPEAL
PRIMEMINISTER RAJIV Gandhi called for de-

politicisation of administration. Gandhi said
one of the problems being faced by the goe-
ernment was “unnecessary politicisation of
administration atall levels We must reduceit
and if possibe get rid of it.” He referred to the
need for improving the quality of civil sere-

#ces and politics, eliminatic tionand

Nehnw, aclose adwvisor of PM Rajiv Gandhi told
newsmen that age and caste would not come
intheway of giving tickets for election.
SwraAJ PAUL'S CASE
SWRAJPALIL, st appearedtobe

education to promote a national outiook.

CONGRESS CANDIDATES

THE AICC[T) GENERAL secretary, Arum Nehru,
has said that the main criterion for the selec-
tion of Congress ([) candidates for the Lok
Sabha elections would be their “goodmness™,
and not whether they were sitting MPs.

unmnerved by the Bormbay High Court's judg-
meent that upheld the right u} Escunsmr 4]

register while
indicati in

change regulations had been violated. Paul said
thatthej had created three dlasses of

shareholders, with one being public finandal
institutions“which henceforthwould have to
stay on the sidelines of a company”™.

WA INMHAMEY PRESS Ok
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A question of legacy

DY Chandrachud's record in the Supreme Court is a proud one, brimming with new ideas. Yet, unsettled
martters, such as CJI's prerogatives, post-retirement assignments, remain

UPENDRA BAXI

DY CHANDRACHUD retired as Chicf Justice
of India last week. His normative labours in
over eight years at the Supreme Court in-
clude, as of November 6, 612 judgments
across 1,274 Benches, as per Suprems Court
Observer {SCO). According to SC0 data, the
highest number of
ioe [ 16 per cent), criminal (15 per cent) and
constitutional and civil matters | 10per cent
each L This is a proud record, brimming with
new concepts and ideas. [t is doubtful that
all critics of his tenure have read this corpus.
The CJl who publicly wondered about his
legacy has left with a bouguet of brickbats
from retired justices, senior lawyers, and
bath the print and social media.

Most of the critique has been directed at
his off-bench performances, with some un-
generouslty suggesting that these impacted
his judicial decisions. Such criticism over-
books the Eact that the constitutional concep-
tion DFjud.il:iaI independence s always, as |

have previously drscnbcd.. independence

within L notanab-
solute, |ndrp|:'ndem:t The number of jus-
tices, th f service, their age of

and pensions are by
Parliament. And the Supreme Court itself has
conceded in the NJAC decision that a col-
legium system means “limited primacy of
bath the President and CJI™.

At the Express Adda last week, the former
CJlinsisted that the judiciary and executive
arenot “antagonists™ who would desist from
“reasomed dialogue.” But he also said [some-
thing that CJ1] S Khehar had darkly hinted at)
that social media “pressure groups™ and “in-
terest groups” often cry foul if a matter is not
decided as per their interests.

However, “robust consultation” may be
creative only if boundaries to the bonhomie
between the political executive and the ju-
diciary were known to the people. We have
the former CJI's word that the dialogue is
purely on the “administrative side™ and never
imvolves “the caseswe decide”. We also have
his exhortation to "trust” judges. Howewer,
asserting the people's right to know the
grounds of deadlocks, justly affirmed in the
electoral bonds case, would have helped!

W have also leamed that the former CJI
has always been “a person of faith™— ttus is

are recognised everywhere as a good thing,
provided they are based on the seniority-
oum- merit principe. Second, judicial inde-
pendence requires ulterior motives to be
proved and this occurs only in the rarest of
rare cases, while the grapevine grows in
which rumours become nevws and the folk-
lore about judicial venality and cormuption
grows. A high priority for adjudicative lead-
ershipis to revive the Judicial Standards and
Accountability Bill of 20100 Third, there ane
msir@l:—judgrbc@csinthr SC,unIikrmc
and
the integrity of a CJl may also bc implicitly
extended to his companion justices.
Constitutional courts do have their own
po]ltlcs ad]nl::rpretancm — adisinterested

u i since the fi
to the freedom of conscience and religion is
mstituticnal jur: e,

Enough has been said about the release of a
live recording of the puja where the CJl was
Joined by the Prime Minister in a public dis-
playodialth However, [ mamlam thatitis
the judicial duty of upreme Court
Justices to follow the Bommaoi discourse
which brillianthy distinguishes between con-
stitutional and political secularism.

Additionally, a certain degree of judicial
aloofness is expected in judicial conviviality
with the executive. To quote myself immod-
estly: “The distance between Tilak Marg
[where the 51 sits) and Shastri Bhawan
(where the law minister is located ) is geo-
graphically very small buk constitutionally
weryvast.”

However, constitutional judicial review
is destined to always meet with unworthy
and ungenerous efforts at denigration and
the attribution of a specific political and "ca-
reerist” motive to justices. This is flawed for
atleast throe reasons First, career aspirations

BALBIR PUN]

affair from which they have
mthlng to gain by way of personal benefit,
in contrast to competitive party politics
which must benefit from decisions (as
showm in my book, The fndion Supremne Court
und Politics, 1960]

M high priority of robust dialogue be-
tween the Ol and political executive should
be to subject post-superannuation assign-
ments to a two-year cooling off period, as
suggested by Arun [aitley. Mo O has done
this, but a legacy-seeking C[l ought m have
done so with determination and datafica-
tion: W lack data on how many justices
have declined such assignments and how
many have been actually invited. Mor, in this
context, is the specific form of judicial oath
[*Constitution at the centre’, IE, July 5]
ever considered !

Just before [ perforce conclude, 1will
mention twoother matters. The Ol tradition-
ally enjoys vast administrative powers as
Master of the Roster. Even the so-called re-
wolt of the four senior justices (on January 12,
23] did not question this privilege of the

The CJ1 traditionally enjoys
vast administrative powers
as Master of the Roster. Even
the so-called revolt of the
four senior justices (on
Jatwiary 12, 2018) did not
question this privilege of the
CJL But the problem

How to avoid

the exercise of the
prerogatives? Ev
may defer the |
‘politically sensitive’ matters,
can this ever be done even
when these matters directly
affect the freedom of many
incarcerated under mere
suspicion? Are the added
unusual powers — of
‘recalling’ a decision duly
rendered b\: a competent
Bench and o ‘reconsider’ a
prior binding decision
always just and fair? Should
not such ‘judicial evasion” be
avoided when core human
rights are at stake?

one

C & Sasdumar

CJI But the problem remains: How t avoid
“manifest arbitrariness” in the exercise of the
CJI"s prerogatives?

Evenif one may defer the hearing of “po-
litically sensitive™ matters, can this ever be
done evenwhen these matters directly affect
the freedom of many incarcerated under
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida), reportedly Pre

ident-clect Donald Trump's

choice for secretary of state, opposcd withdrawing from Afghanistan... he
understands the value of alliances and of the American-led global order.”

— THE WASHINGTON POST

Not par for
the coarse

Aggressive political language has
created aclimate of anger and fear.
Ithas no place inademocracy

MaNO] KUMAR JHA

DEAR PRIME MINISTER, it is with a mix of
hope and concemn that [write to you across
these decades, as someone who onoe held
the reins of what was then a young nation.
India has changed so much since [ walked
its dusty roads, shared inits celebrations, and
listened toits struggles.

]ha\crdmcn rrw]:mhdaymmh: toyou

my party or the opposition always believed
that respecting diversityis crucial for India
o maintain its rich cultural fabric and unity.
India’s strength lies in its multitude of lan-
guages, religions, ethnicities, and traditions.
Thisisone of the eternal truths about India.
Embracing this diversity fosters indusiv-
ity, mutual respect, and harmony, which
are essential for social cohesion and
progress. My own experience during the
freedom struggle as well asthe head of the
council of ministers tells me to reiterate
that celebrating differences enhances cre-
ativity, innovation, and a greater under-
standing among communities, ultimately
enriching the nation's identity.

lalways held the belief that political par-
ties should not considerwinning elections as

1tosome of
thl: challenges that weighed on my heart
during those early days of freedom, which

theonby orult |, but s
spect the soul of India. Mo goal is worth
adumngdltd:‘stmystl‘tsuuld]ndla.and

are perhaps ing today than ever.
As we navigate the complex landscape of
our great nation, I feel compelled toaddress
the matter thatweighs heavily on rmy heart
— the growing trend of violence in rhetoric
aswell as action that threatens the w:ry

Il convinge me to the contrary,
Itiswith mls spln(that Turgeyou to con-
siderthei tf
wsed in public discourse, particularly during
elections, Words hold immense power; they
can unite us or divide us, foster peaceorin-
cite conflict. rewartded for

Four dermocracy
of shared existence.

It is hard for me to believe that a crass
phrase like "batenge to katenge” is an clec-
tion slogan coming from your party.

1beseech you torecall that our freedomn
movernent had two simultaneous aims,
‘While the first one was to get freedom from
colonial rule, the second one was to con-
ceive theidea of an inclusive nation amidst
all kinds of diversity. That is why the [ndian
quest was always for discovering unity in
diversity. This unity was not just about nu-
merical "oneness”, but an emotional glue
which aimed to bring people of diverse
faiths, regions and religions under an um-
brella called India,

wsing polarising and divisive language. Such

at some of our own people and commurni-
ties hascoreated a climate of anger onthe one
hand and fearon the other. it has turned po-
litical dialogue into political assault. Mo na-
tion that risks alienating vast sections of er
populace can claim tofoster democracy.
Meed [remind you that Gandhi's dream
of an India bound by love and unity clashed
wyith a fervour for division. Bapufell not toa
single bullet but to the poison of hate which
lied some of the countrymen tosee his em-
brace of all faiths as betrayal Gandhi‘sdeath
should echo in our minds — a waming that
wee risk Iosing our soul as a nation when we

You may as [ did, G
that India could not be held together by
force, only by love and understanding.
Sl:quansmwas.rn me, not merely a policy

[ st our oW,

In seeing India's future in education, we
did not merely want engineers and scien-
tists. We aspired to foster an intellectual

icion? fre the pow-
ers — of “recalling” a decision duly rendered
by acompetent Bench and to “reconsider” a
prior binding decision — alwuysjust amd Fa|r7
Should not such “judicial

butthe Iemeant thatevery
Indian, whatever his or her faith, had an
equal claim to the land and its future. | re-
mcmbm the chal.lcng: of explaining this

when core human rights are at stale?

Finally, there is the matter of distressing
denunciation of prior precedents. The CJI
made some harsh remarks against Justices
Krishna lyer and O Chinnappa Reddy, on
whether the state is obliged to acquire and
distribute individual “private” property for
common good, under Article 39 (b) of the
Constitution. He stated that the two justices
were notmerely follwing a particularideol-
ogy butwere engaged in "scuttling” the con-
stitutional vision! Justices BV Magarathna
and Sudhanshu Dhulia called this and other
remarks “harsh” and “umearranted”.

The import of the word “socialist” in the
preambile of the Constitution is at stake; o
reduce past judicial decisions to mere
regime-favouring is unworthy. Moreover, it
s anachronistic to read the past as prelude
toideologies of de-constitutionalisation, de-
politicisation, de-democratisation and de-
Juridification of major issues of governance
and development. One hopes that
sober reflections on the future of constitu-
tionalism will flowy nowy from the active pen
of Dr Chandrachusd,

The writer is professor of kow, University of
Warwick, and former vice chancellor of
Uiniversities of South Gujarat and Delhi

Turning the clock back

SC missed opportunity to realign AMU with aspirations of new, inclusive India

THE INDL'\N EKI’IESS ('SC affirms minarity
rights, sets ict that rejected AMLU
status”, November 9 succincthy outlined the
twi tests that the Supreme Court applied
while overturningits 1967 ruling that denied
Aligarh Muskim University (AMLU) the status
of aminority institution. They were: “What's
the institution’s origin? Purpose? 1s there a
minority role in its setting up? Does its ad-
ministration affirm minority character and
serve minority interests? In short, the apex.
court wanted to uphold the purpose for
which AMUwas created.

Syed Ahmad Khan, the inspiration behind
AMU, belonged to a feudal Muslim family,
joined the East India Compamy in 1838 and
retired in 1876 During the First War of
Independence in 1857, he was loyal to the
British and eamed their trust. In 1369, Khan
visited England where he was awarded the
“Order of the Star of India.” In 1887, he was
nominated by Lord Dufferin to the Civil
Services Commission. The following year, he
founded the United Patriotic Association at
J\hgarh to pmmm: palitical cooperation with

government in 1888 He was also awarded
the "Knight Commander of the Order of the
Star of India” [KCSTL

Khan displayed remarkable Aexibility in
his rhetoric. Howewer, his core agenda was o
deepen the divide between Hindus and
Muslims while strengthening the bond be-
tween his fellow Muslims and the British
rubers. In this context, Khan's speech deliv-
ered in Meerut on March 16, 1888, is signifi-
cant. Here are some excerpts:

“Mow, suppose that the English commu-
nity and the army were to leave India ... who
thenwould be the rulers of India? ks it possible:
that under these circumstances, bwo nations
—the Mohammedansand the Hindus — could
it on the same throne and remain equal in
powver? Most certaindy not. [tis necessary that
one of them should conguer the other.

“God has said that no people of other re-
ligions can be friends of the Mohammedans
except the Christians. .. Therefore, we should
cultivate a friendship with them and adope
the method by which their rule may remain
permanent and i:rm in Ind:a and may not

Puslim participationin
the British government. For his unwavering
loyalty, Khan was honoured with the "Khan
Bahadur”title and was knighted by the British

Bengalis.” Khanex-

;pn:'ssc:l hlsdlsdam for Congress leaders by

dismissively referring to them as “Bengalis".
During the last 13 years of his life, Khan

established educational institutions for
Muslims, including Madrasatul Uloom
Musalmanan-e-Hind and Muhammadan
Anglo-Oriental College. These institutions
eventually evolved into AMLUL 22 years later,
after his demise in 1898,

Has AMU lived up to Khan's expecta-
tions? In January 1941, the Stedents” Union
resobved that “the best way to achiewe Indias
freedom and o bring about lasting peace in
thecountry is tostrive for the establishment
ofindependent states in the regions of Hindu
and Muslim majorities." On March 10, 1941,
Nuhammad Al Jinnah described AMU as the
“arsenal” of Pakdstan. “Aligarh is the arsenal
of Muslim India (Pakistan), and you are its
best soldiers”, he told the students of the
University. Muslims, who opposed the de-
mand of the Muslim League for Pakistan,
were vilified by AMU students. In 1941-42,
Maulana Azad was attacked while passing
through Aligarh on a railway train by the

MU students.

F A A Rehmaney, the biographer of
F; in Ali Ahmed {fifth presid

political ideology, of sowing the seeds of the
venomows two-nation theory. teams of stu-
dents and teachers of | tJa: Umurrslry spread
allover the country

aims to the Muslims in case Pakistan
was formed..”

Before Independence, then, there was an
undeniable severance between India's na-
tional aspirations and AML's agenda.

After August 1947, a newly independent
India aimed to empower marginalised sec-
tions of society that had faced historical in-
justices. As part of affirmative action, the
Constituent Assembly introduced reserva-
tion for Scheduled Castes [SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs). However, AMU has

. - i

the targeted sections.

The core issue is whether institutions
funded by independent India should con-
tinue to promote the “purpose™ for which
they were set up by colondalists or be re-
aligned with the aspirations of a new |n|:|.u-

Court has

q\r'lnﬂla

s case, s split

India}, has this to say about ngarh s role in
Fartition, *_from 1940 and onwards, the
Muslim League made this University a con-
venient and useful media for the spread of its

verdict seeks to turn thl: clock back.

Thewriter is former chairmon of the Indian
Institute of Mass Communicmtion

principlei assuringevery cit-
izenthat they could trust the state to be fair,
and [ ask you to uphald this same faith to-
day. For, if the state wavers in this commit-
ment, it risks eroding that very sense of col-
lective belonging which defines us.

T'was often asked why democracy was
ourchosen path. After all, many said that our
people, with little education and long histo-
ries of oppression, would struggle with the
responsibilities of freedom. Yet, | was con-
vinced that our only path forward wasa sys-
tem that offered every voice a place at the
tahle. Tome, democracy was not

that could push our nation for-
ward with rationality and inguiry.
Educational institutions were intended to
be places where young ]m:hans could dare
to dream without faith, or
weealth, “Scientific temper”was mome thana
phirase; itwas a call to bandsh superstitions,
prejudices, and narmmw-mindedness. Today,
Turge you to remew this commitment.

W are at a juncture where our collec-
tive responsibility is bo promote a narmative
of inchusivity and matual understanding.
Respectful discourse should flow from the
highest echelons of government dowem to
every citizen.

Thope these reflections, from a time long
|past, may serve as puidance and perhaps a

ofthe

terof governance! tion of ourvery
spirit —a safeguand that allowed our people
to rise, speak, and choose freely. | recall the
thirill of our first elections, the sight of vil-
lagers lining up patiently. It's my hope that
you cherish and protect this legacy. True
democracy requires that we listen, even
when those voioes oppose us. For they, too,
are [ndia,

‘While running the first govemmaent of
free India, my colleagues and Lwhether in

Thisc yisagiftwe Tustforgen-
erations yet o be born. Let us honour that
trust, fostering an [ndia that remains strong
imits diversity, vibrant inits democracy, and
richinits wisdom.

Warm regards,

Jawiaharial Nehru

First Prime Minister of India

The writer is o Rshitriya Jonato Dal Rajye
Sabha MP Views are personal

MANIPUR VIOLENCE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "Failing
Manipur’ (IE, November 13). Manipur
has been unravelling since May 3 last
year, creating a dire humanitarian cri-
sis in the state. The “double-engine™

government has failed to restore peace.
CM NBiren Singh's troubles are mount-

ing, with a Kuki organisation demand-
ingacourt-monitored ST probe imto his
alleged role in inciting ethnic violenoe
through Manipur. Moreover, the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CENSORSHIP DEBATE

THIS REFERS TO the article, Reinventing
the erotic’ (IE. November 13).
Censorshipof pictures, paintings, books
and other works of art has an old, con-
demnable history. Socrates was sen-
tenced to death for “corrupting the
minds of the youth of Athens”. The
practice prevails globally despite evi-
dence that such bans merely serve to
arouse more interest. Even otherwise,
such *censorshipreflects a society'slack

Centre’s di may foster
alienation among the people, which can
further deepen the divide between
oummu:utlciThl: use a(suphlsnarr:l

o roc hat conflict
managrmcnt is increasingly difficult

and complex.

55 Paul, Nadia

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Failing
Manipur'(IE, Novemnber 13). The recent
Killing of 10 Kuki "militants” in an al-
leged encounter with the CRPF in
Jiribam district, Manipur, is the Latest
reminder of escalating tensions. This
area has seen violenoe over the past
week, incuding the rape and murder of
a Kuki woman and the shooting of a
Meitei woman. The crue of the crisisin
the state lies in the breakdown of law
and order, worsened by a lack of com-
petent leadership. The Centre's appar—

of contfi initself Itis a
an authoritarian regime”, according to
Potter Stewart. There are instances of
gross errors of judgement by censors
[ such aswhen the years-long han on D
H Lawrence's Lady Chatterley's Lover
was lifted in 1960). With the Indian
courts expanding the scope of freedom
of expression, society would do better.
¥ G Choulsey, Pfune

THIS REFERS TO the article, Reirventing
the erotic” (IE, November 13 ). As we
strive for a more egalitarian society, the
tenets of nudity and obscenity evolve.
Criterion such as the Hicklin Test tode-
termine obscenity in the past, which
evolved into the Community Standards
Test as substantiated by the Supreme
Court in Aveek Sarker vs State of West
Bengnl, need to be effectively applied.
Modem Indian society must be more

ent indifference to

deeply troubling. An immediate re-

sponse is essential.
Khokan Das, Kodkata

open and sensitised to the changing

definitions of shscenity tobe able to ef-

fectively determine what is offensive.
Sounyadeep Sarkar, Kofkarn
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