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M ust balance
laws with rights

Professor’s death months after his acquittal
puts the spotlighton the need to ensure that
constitutional safeguards are followed even
in cases involving national security

oughly seven months after he walked outof

Nagpur jail after being acquitted of serious

charges under the Unlawful Activities

Prevention Act (UAPA), former Delhi
University professor GN Saibaba died on Saturday
night. The 57-year-old paraplegic served as an
English professor at Delli University's Ram Lal
Anand College, from where he was suspended in
2014 after being arrested for suspected Maoist links.
Over the last decade, Saibaba's cose had become a
livewire example of a recurring concern — cases
Involving stringent statutes condemning the accused
to long periods of incarceration without bail, His
disability compounded the problem, often inviting
allegations of prison callousness and underlining the
Iacunae in Indian fails in dealing with the issues of
disabled inmates, Saibaba's health suffered gravely,
his wife and friends often alleged, highlighting the
Inck of facilities and empathy inside prison,

At the same time, Salbaba's legal battle—in March,
the Bombay high court (HC) reversed a conviction by a
Gadchiroli local court, and the acquittal was later
confirmed by the Supreme Court — raised questions
about processes followed in anti-terror cases and the
nature of police investigations behind levelling serious
charges. The HC held that the prosecution fadled to
prove its case and that neither any selzure nor any
other incriminating material could be linked to the
aceused. The prosecution’s nssertion that pamphlets
connected o the Communist Party of India (Maoist)
were found in Saibaba’s home was junked by the high
court, which said that mere possession of literature of
aparticular philosophy cannot be an offence. The
court insisted that an active role in fornenting violence
and terrorism was necessary under UAPA. These are
important pointers that both prosecuting agencies and
the lower judiciary must keep in mind o ensure that
no onels incarcerated for long periods merely because
they have been charged under astringent law,

Terrorism is n scourge that must be wiped out. But
laws meant to nab terrorists must be balanced with
constitutional freedoms guarding individual liberty
and must not make the process the punishment.
Saibaba's years in jail and the denial of his bail, only for
an eventually acquit him of all charges, are a reminder
that every stakeholder in the criminal justice system
must ensure a tough but fair prosecution that adheres
toconstitutional safeguards,

Nobel reminder of
the perils of nukes

he Nobel Peace Prize for Nihon Hidankyo puts
Tlhe spotlight back on nuclear muwm and their
levastating impact on fvictims.

This Japanese organisation, which represents the
hibakusha — the victims of the US nuclear ttacks on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the fag end of World War
11— has been leading the campaign for the abolition of
nuckear weapons and is richly deserving of the Nobel,

The timing ol the prize is significant. In the wake of
the wars in Ukralne and West Asla, there Is growing
unease globally about nuchear adventurism by nations
with access to nuclear weapons. The international
architecture that governed the use and spread of
nuclear weapons suddenly looks wobbly. The
Comprehensive Nudea nTest-Bnnmnr{CIFn the
2017 Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
and other international treaties look ineffective in the
walke of Russia’s move to lower its use threshold.
President Viadimir Putin has said Russia would use
nukes even ifa non-nuckear State attacks Moscow with
participation or support of a nuclear power, The
collapse of the consensus on nuclear weapons and the
failure of intermational bodlies to regulate spread have
revived the quest for nuclear weapons in many nations
— Israel's actions may have defeated attempts to
convince Iran to contain nuclear ambitions. The UN's
ineffectiveness in arbitrating territorial disputes has
also changed the narrative in favour of such weapons,
which many countries now see as the only reliable
deterrent against aggression by big and rogue powers,

With time, the tragedy of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
has retreated into the recesses of history. All the talk
about banning nuclear weapons was defeated by the
big powers that sparked an arms race, The Nobel for
Nihon Hidankyo will hopefully revive the conversation
about an effective global reglme against proliferation,

How to read India's
decision to attend the
upcoming SCO meet in
Islamabad

nclia Is a member of the Shang:
hai Cooperation Organlsation
(5C0). Since is member coun-
wles oover alarge landmsass and
population of Eurmsio, iis delib-
eratlons are Imporiant for
Delhil. Therelore, India's representa-
tlon at its Iings should be a

OPINION

Bt even iF I takes place, the moot
question is If it can make dhiffy

The need for nuancein
India-Pak relationship

viait rermain slim, Howwu' Itl-lumd
that Delhd b ch

ence to the bilateral relati onshi

Pakistan remains fixated on !:\diu
reversing (s August 5, 2019 move
{abrogation of Anticle 370) for any
bikaseral engagement. [ ndla will have
to see whether restoration of state-
hood to Jumem & Kashimir, whenever
our gover et doerns iy e,
amouris io a face-saver for Paklsian,
Antl-India rhetoric by the army-led
Pakistani establishment remalns
hiall And, J‘rlmL Minmbster

routie alfair, But ot when i sooting
takes place in Pakistan, as is the
case with the 00 Heads of Govern:
minl meeting om October 15 and 16,
Aher all, no senlor Indian functionary
has visited Pakistan since defence
miirieter Hagnath Singh did in Augast
2006 10 aterd the South Asian Associ-
atlon for Reglonal Cooperation
(Saarc) home/interior ministers'
meeting. Sarc remains stalled since
Drmlidcml.mhzﬂhml o atlend

I's iggagresibve
anti-India stance in his
reeent United Nations (LK)
Gomernl Assembly speoch
wans anything but o sl ol for
CONSFUCEIVG engage ment.
Islamabad's preoccupas
tion with its intermal prob.
lemmes also makes it difficult
for r forelgn policy nk
Hatdve, Tectering onthe brink of a sov-
emnelgn defalt, III ulmmjhsulmll
mmunumln U recent Inter-
bkt

d 1o take place in
Islamabad.

The suspense over India's partici-
o it the SCO meet ended with the
BOVETRmEnL announcement i
extermal affades minkster (EAM)  Jals-
hankar would attend the meeting,
That triggered speculation if a bikt-
crad engagement on lts mangins lson
the cards, The minlster, however,
clarified that he was not going to
Islamabad to discuss bilatoral rela-
tions, but to be a good member of
SC0, Notwithstanding the remark,
unstructured pull-aside intersctions
are not unknown in such situations.

F)
|Jadf.1nl'ol$?hmon Terror and vie-
enee remain rike. Political polarisa-
Ulion s ot (s peak, with the recent aglh
Lkl by Dmran Khan's Pakdstan Telr
| eeki-e-Insal paralysing Islamabad 1o
rum of ralsing conoems about
Iml g e SO0 meeting in thal city.
O the Indian side, the political dis
course In recent years hos tapped o
the justified puliic anger at Pakdstan's
conduct and shrunk the space for
diplomacy.
In this backdrop, the chances of
amy positive devel it o Ehee bilat-
emal front during EAM Jaishankar's

Sharat
Sabharwal

approach by deciding tosend ﬂ\c min-
ister to the SO0 me, Besides being
appropriate in the context of India’s
SO membership, it may akso offer an
opportanity wo gauge the intentions of
hie Pakdstand esmblishrment behind is
Jarring public rhetorke,

While speaking ol ibe current
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Impasse in the i few
naies of coution may be In order.
Flrst, the relatlve calm on the westom
Tromt. largely due o Pakl-
stii's Inteimal preocciipa-
tions, should not Lull Indin
into complacency, I, as is
more Hkely, Pakistan rocov-
ers from lis current crisis,
Invillia miny gindn soe hdght-
ened adventurism from
across the barder, If,on the
other hand, os some predict
and shomsightedly wish, the
eristsridden Pakistani State moves
towards i collapse, it may reslt inan
umbridled sea of turmoil and extrem-
Ism at India’s doorstep, Therefore,
Palkistan remains a major chalkenge
hat noeds to be dealt with by all the
Instrumentalities at Dedhi's disposal,
Inecludbing diplomacy.

Second, India’s focus on Pakistan
a3 i3 primary theat over (he years
haas o shiifed Lo China. This meakes
o for keeping e western (rontie
a8 calm ps possible, This mperative
and Pokistan’s desine to calm things
down given its growing intermal
challenges led to the restoration of
the LoC ceaselive in February 2021
following behind-the-scenes dia-
logses. It was an indicatar, like simi-

on the western frontier

lar sbeps In the past, that though the
complete normalisation of the Indio-
Paklstam refations hip remslng a loig
shidt, Blateral et can recuce
its volatility and help in its better
manngement. This should not be lost
sight of.

Third, aftera bang period of turmed
and the absence of elections to the
state assernbly since 2014, the people
of Jammu & Kashrmir have yel again
glvena shumping endorsement to the
democratic processunder the Indian
Comstitution through thedr participa-
tion I lange numabers, both in the Lok
Sabha and the recent assernbly clec-
tons. Respect for thelr democratic
cholee and mature hamdling by the
Centre and the elected state leader-
shig could pave the way for a new
dawn In Jammu & Kashmir, though
e process will Face both internal and
external chial kenges. Pl iteal
i thee reghon Dave boen callbig for din-
logue with Paklstan to secure peace.
Thaugh Pakistan does not havea veln
over India's constructive moves in
Jummu & Kashmir, its disruptive
acthons, even i largely comtal ned by
thie security forces, can cause prob-
lems as evidenced by the uptick in

b It mlal.solwhto

y M

Pakistan-sponsored terror in the
Janimu veglon.

T e Fisce o Pabd stani's Ehrcatenilivg
postire, deterrence and a punitive
npproach have remalned o part of
iin's rege rialne o deal with i, Dells
lhas two brosd options at this junc
ture, Mot letting up pressane on Paki-
stan and exercising o punitive
upproach = overt and covert —
sounds Icmpllnﬁ However, in this
case, India should be prepared for
greater turmodl on s western border
s Pakistan would seek to build
counberpressure through lerromsm,
An alternative would be o continue
exercising a callbrated punitive
pproaach whille keeplng an eye out for
apportunities wenhance saldlity on
U westeern froutler thirough Dl
diplomacy,

Tt cotes, 1t may be moted that
Jndshankir hinted recently that Incdia
woulll mot e unresponsive 0 any
[posltive moves by Pakistan,

Sharai Satshrwnl i @ forrmer igh covs-
mixgiorer so Pakiigan and suthor of
Inetia’s Pukistars Comundrum; Managing o
Carnples Retationstip, The viows
expreasel ave personal

Civil society organisations
can’t escape accountability

lIuIl[llhlll(UIllh‘!lkl.lsb’ drww ulcnlkmr:
the fct that the ke is not spplied cqually
to the rich and powerfual, -lnly:rvhn}l
thiey e accused ol violating ihe low, they call
it unfa avel allege intimbdatlon by (he Stabe,

Think tanks are Impartant in shaping pub-
lie palicy and informing decision-makers
through rigorous research and analysis, They
serve as a beidge between academic knowl-
edge and practical application and provide
waluable insights that nddress complex
socinl, coonamic, and political challenges, By
engaging in policy advocacy and public dis-
course, think tanks influence the develop-
mentof kiws and regulations, often wrkl!:F
closely with government agencies, non-p
its, and the privite secior.

But with lllls |||Ilucm conmes |l,y|llk‘unl

I 1 Indla. there are clvil sockety organisa-

Il Troom true. Several developed countries
have also aken similar action against think
tailkes thit have crossed legal lines. For
nstmnce, ihe legnl landscape surrounding
think tiunks has become incroasingly serutl-
nilsed I the Undbed States, espocially concemn-
g thel bablaying actvithes and funding sour-
ces. The Intermanl Revenue Servicoe (IRS) hay
laws prohibting tax-exempt organisations
From engaging in lobbying efforizor politienl
oy palgniings. Inthe past, the IRS has revoked
thie tax-exormpt stats of a think tank for skg-
nilficant viokstions of these lobibying rules, cit-
g that the organisation engaged in political
activities beyond permitied threshokls. This
relnforces that adherence to the law |s para-
mount for everyone, especially organisations
that aspire o nfiuence public policy.
Simlllrl_\‘ Imlrunlmklnwun EUK] the

e s
resarch is gmmmd I evidence nnd Ilu'
Trom blases, while malntaining
trnmsparency about telr unding
sources and potential conflicts of
interest. Ultimately, the integrity
and credibility of think tanks are
ensentinl, a8 they upshokl the stan-
dards of puldic trust and scoomnt-

. Non-Party Cam-
pmylln; nmi 1‘mﬁ Ianlan Administration
Act, 2004 was acdogied to curb
undue Influence from wnie:
eounted sources. Under this law,
think tanks and noi-profitengan-
sations engaging in petitical cam-
paigning during elections are
required 1o reglater and dlsclose

ability in the policymaking proc- Adlur| their funding sources. Nan-com-
ess, which is why there lsa grow-  SUDFAMANYaM  aliance con lead 1o significant
ing concern about n subset off Raju enaltics and restrictions, This

e wanting to operate under a
wvell of exceptionalism, believing
they are abowe the law. This issue has come to
the forcfront with several prominent think
tanks recelving notices for alleged violations
of the Forelgn Contribution Regulation Act
(FCHA)

FCRA I8 designod to regulate the Now off
Toreign funds aund o profit argand-
sutions, ensuring that these entities adhere o
national (merests and begal framewor ks,
Wien think anks, which often operste as
non-profits, receive forelgn Funding but fail i
comply with FCRA regulations, it radses sig-
nifficant accountalbsility questions, I\:'pom
for not appropelstely reporting or u-lrmhdr
foreign gramis. leading to incorse tax seruling,

This b o just abeut Rsancal impropecy:
it also ralses eritical questions about the
integrity of the research and podicy ndvocncy
pursued by these entities and whether they
respect the democratic frameworlks of the
countries in which they operate, Lets not for-
et that
particularly for ‘entities that wield influence
over public policy and u[:nlum Whm mlrlk

ramework serves asa reminder
that all Imllnmmu. especially
those reglstered as non-profit entities, must
operate within the bo ries set by low and
public expectation. Even in the European
Union, callls are becomting increasingly sirl-
dent for think tanks todisclose thelr funding
sources and expendimres, highlighting the
growing recogniton that transpurency s not
merely o best praciios but o pecessity o maln-
waudn publle truss,

The recurring theme across these geo-
graghics isthe cssential nature of accounta-
ity Thirik tan s contribute to democrey by
fostering debate and providing expertise,
However, they must operate transparently
and responsibly. Mo ane can beabove the law
ard be allowed to operate beyond the pre-
sﬂ'thullupl framewor ks,

The rocent noties sent io afew think tanks In

SEYED ABBAS ARAGHCHI
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While we have made tremendous

clforts i

ecent days to coniain an

all-out war in our region, uch ve
nored lines in

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD ]
Shashi Shekhar

Grassroots politics helped
the BJP win in Haryana

minluw:. Tt needs nerves of steel wo pull off

¥ early r\'rnin;ull October B, 2024,
sl

Bnﬂl na rmdlhc Unidon Terriory

(UT) ol Jurmimm & Kashair were clear,

TV debs tes were intense, but one experts

commient stood ot for its sheer wisdom, “We

can bearn from Congress how to throw away

o sureshot win, wid from BIP how to snatch
victory from the jaws of defeat,” e said,

Aconversation | had with a senbor Bharat-

iyn Janata Party (BJP) leader a day before

1bit, The Congress, by con-
tronst, couldn't e sist uu-mmlniimniwvjm
ting the ageing Bha pinder Hooda as the
spearhend of thedr Haryana campadgn, They
Tard mache the same mistake of surrendering
o the satraps in Madhyn Pracesh, Chhattis-
garh, and Hajasthan and lost elections,

Like every other state, intermal differences
were out in the open. Sidelining Kumar|
Selja's group during ticket distribution and

g of votes
election results in Haryani. This keader asked
me what n:; opinion was about Haryana, |
countered that he would be in a better posi-
thon 1o say as he had spent a bong time in that
state. He tokd me the mood in Huryans had
shifed pclwp!ll:}y over (he doys abead

e clections and inststed that the BIP was
e o foem the government there again, |
gl b wins irmposing his party’s views on
mc.

The next day, when counting was about 10
wanclude, he callod me again and T asloed him
what had made him soconfident of s BIP vic.
oty the provious day. His reply was siariling

He sald despsite his senborlty, he wos asked
tovislt panchayats instead of arganbing large

Indinwilli dy

iy lawein
Fact, sarme of that debate has alredy started. A
e oo will alwnys call this an ateack on lree-
dom of speech and eerm It o disquieting over-
resch. But bet them e and reflect that coun-
tries demand amnl.uhﬂlly lrum all sectors,

ks negloct beigal
trust in thelr contributions uM alses cone
cerns un:uu.lmllal Toreign Influence on
domestic pollties.

Some debate arouind this issue scems o
[l this os bebing very specific tw Indie, This

THINK TANKS CONTRIBUTE
TO DEMOCRACY BY

HOWE
OPER!
AND RESPON;
CAN BE ABOV || LAW
AND OPERATE BEYOND THE
PRESCRIBED LEGA
FRAMEWORKS

groups, 'lInwenulkumwl ackopt and enforce
T il ne ilherende o

all leggal mwlmlmmmmlmmtllur Siotes
i gl conacral e i a way St reinforoes
democratic |||1r?|

Ulimately, the conversation about think
ks wid legal adberence is nod just about
compliance with regalations — it much
more about the fundamental values wpon
which these think tanks stand. Think tanks

their ope ly with the
law and align with the ethical x\mﬂntdr
mgcﬂml of entities that wield signi

enge ver the mhlmmmnmm
The stakes are high. and so is the need for
accoun tability.

Adiurt Subromumyune Rajs 15 professor and hoad,
Cemtre fior Sovath Astin Sadies and UGC Cenire fur
Maritime Sradles. Poodi frerry University, The
vlews expresied are personal

wlsiod
}V mml.uih!mnlnunlv He sk he
mny have touched Uhe feet of clase to 5,000
ehders. They not only blessed him but also
el ped during the podks. He sald many leaders.
like hirm hesd been roped in for the same exer-
chse. Even senbor leaders like Dharmendra
Proathan insisted on public rdatons and
lmrlllqp with workers instead of large public
Lering
P'Ihr P also went wll out to woo non-lat
votes, The Congress was heavily banking on
[t il ook and son, wihile the BIP con-
salidated! ts position by constamly eminding
eviry voter how Prime Minister Narend
Mo wis personally looldng aller their well-
el Daka sbout wilfiare xrl'nmufm(‘m
ernment, how much money had been spenl
on each, and who the beneficiaries were ol
each scheme were ot every worker's finger-

tips.

The gap between soclal reality and data
was bridgeable, and the BJP was abke o
mrch into the corridors of power in Haryan
for a record third tme.

Just before the general ebections in 2024,
TP has replaced Manohar Lal Khattar with
Nayab Singh Sainl, a leader from an

b, a8 chief

oty

ap public
the wrong signals. Aputhy townrds the Aum
Al Party (AAP) and emenging Dalit leader
Chandrashekhar Azad proved costly. It
shiould e noted that the ALP scoured L79% of
the votes while the Congress got 30.06%, If
both had joised hands thelr combined
strength would have been 40.57% abead of

mot have given the AAP amy
reisan tocheer, but Jammu &Kashmir has,
Viodenee-hit Doclo district ebected AAP candi-
dute Mehroj Malik,

R that the Maharashtra and Tharkhand
elections are an the harizon, the Congres will
e subjeciod io ruthbess bargaindng lrom iis
alliavoe partners. Shiv Sena (Uddhav) and the
AAP have offered a glimpse of the coming
cold mndd hurd negotiations. The Samajwad|
?u;g has already anmounced seven out of 10
candidates for Uitar Pradesh by-elections.
Though Akhilesh Yodav sald his party woulkd
fight the elections along with thi Congress,
A Dt b8 In o positon Lo bargadn. Simi-
larly, the AAP hasannounoed that it will go it
alone in the Delhi pssembly elections ety
TRt vear. s will find the goling
tovigh bn keeping the INDIA Bock wgether at
e state level,

Let's talk about Jarnmu & Kashmir, Here
the Natlonal Conference and the Congross
conlition looks atabibe, b the Congress ia at
the mierey of the Albdullabs, The BIP, om e
other hand, his never been a foree to reckon
with In the Valley, However, this time [t hos
extended its influence in the region. In one
constituency, the party lost by just 1000 voles,
Ln_:r\m1mrnmr has risen to 25,64% in the

Finally. bet"saddress the age-old question:
When will the Congress leamn from its mis-
takes? Lookat the past 10 dections, you'll get
Your answier,

Shashi Shekfear s aiffsor-m<hicf, Nindustan. The
it expreaseal ave personal
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Why precision medicine in India
can’t advance without biobank laws

A biobank is a repository of biological samples alongside their genetic data, These

amples are collected from consenting individuals for use in research. For precision

medicine to succeed, biobanks need to be large and diverse or only a small section of society will benefit from the findings of research

Manjeera Gowravaram

recision medicine is bringing in
a new e of personalised
healthcare. The feld began to
take concrete shape when
seientists were wrapping up the Human
Genome Project, Since then, genomics
Hiis plaved a major role in the disgnosis
and treatment of various cancers, chronic
dhiseases, and immunological,
cardiovascular, and liver diseases.

Other emerging technologies, such as
gene editing and mBENA therapeutics, also
contribute to precision medicine. Ina
FeCEnt success story, researchers were
b b restore viston in people who had
lost it dluie to @ genetie mutation using
Jgene therapy. Ina more recent and more
motable example, researchers in the UK,
reversed an individual's diabetes by
transplanting reengineered stem cells.
Duiring the COVID-Y pandemic,
researchers were able to use the mRNA
platform to develop new vaceines in
record tme, winning the technology a
Mokl Prize List year,

Orggani-odi-chips is another area that
pramises precision medical solutions,
These small microfluidic devices
containing human cells can replicate the
microenvironment of a wmour or an
organ in a laboratory setting. They are
expeeted o allow researchers to fest
dhiiigs i settings more skmilar bo the
g’ eventiial tisers,

Precision medicine in India

The Indian precision medicine market is
estimated to be growing at a CAGR of 16%
and is expected to be worth more than $5
billion by 2000, acoording to industry
estimates,

Currently, it contributes 36% of the
mitional bioeconomy, alongside cancer
immunotherapy, gene editing, biologes,
ete, The development of precision
therapeutios is also part of the new
BioEd” policy.

In October 2023, the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organizathon approved
MexCARIS, India's domestically
developed CART cell therapy, and earlier
this year the governiment opened a
dedicated centre for it Recently, the
Apollo Cancer Centre and a collaboration
between Siemens Healthineers and the
Indian Instivute of Science, Bengalun,
opened new facilities to deploy artificial
intelligence for precision medicine,

Biobanks in precision medicine

A biobank is a repository of bislogical
samples, such as blood, DNA, cells,
tissues, andfor organs, alongside their
genetic data. These samples are collected
from consenting individuals and intended
for use in research, For precision

A blobank ks a repository of bologleal samples, such as blood, DA, cells, tssues, and argans, alongside thelr genetic data, GETTY IMARES 1STOCKIHOTD

medicine to suceeed, blobanks need t be
large and diverse, Otherwise, only o small
section of sockety will beneht from the
Andings of precision medicine.

Recently, researchers identified people
with an undiagnosed rare genetic
dhisorder ustng data from a blobank and
coimiparing it to people who were already
dhisgnesed with it Thelr ndings were
pubslished in Neture Communications on
Atggust 29,

In another study published in Cell on
October 3, health researchers created the
langest biobank of sarcoma
patient-derived organolds to dare.
Organobds are mintaturised, synthetic
wersions of organs that can replicate
tumours; the researchers used it to
understand the sarcoma and identify
potential therapies using high-throughpue
drug sereening.

Blobanks in India

There are 19 registered blobanks in India
theat host many biological specimens,
including cancer cell lines and tasues.
Earlier this year, the ‘Genome India
programme finshed sequencing 10,000
genoames from 99 ethnic groups o
identify treatments for rare genetic
diseases, among others.

The pancindia 'Phenome India’ project
has eollected 10,000 samples to create
better prediction models for
cardio-metabolic diseases, The Paediatide
Rare Genetic Disorders (PRaGel)) mission
cottld help identify new genes or variants
to develop targeted therapies for genetic
chiseuses that affect children.

However, biobank regulations in India
are a stgnificant hurdle to realising the full

paotential of precision medicine,

India's biohanking regulations

The UK., the WS, Japan, China, and
many European countries have Liws or
comprehensive regulations that address
severil biobanking lssues, including
informed consent, withdrawal rights,
privacy, and data protection, At present,
Inalia’s regulation of biokanks is
inconsistent, with gaps that could
undermine public trust and limit the
patential of precision medicine. In
particular, there is no law to protect the
rights of indivichuals.

The Indian Council for Medical
Research hamdbook on ‘National Ethical
Guildelines For Blomedical And Health
Research Involving Human Participants’
and the Department of Biotechnology's
(DBT) practices for data storage and
analysis have many gaps. For instance,
participants are expected to consent to
providing samples without knowing how
thedr diita will be used, who will hive
acoess to it for how long they will be
stored, and when they will be used,
Genetie information can provide details
wit a person, ineluding thel ily,
that also could result in discrimination.

Mext, in the absence of a single
authority to regulate biobanks and no

An artieanal miner searches for gobd using & mital detector at an illegal mining site in thee Prestes-Hund Valley Munlclpal Dstrict, Western Reglon, Ghana, in Augist this year.

pemdlty for miseonduct, the risk of
inconsistencies arising from sample
mishandling and ethical violations like
data or sample sharing for
non-consenting purposes is nontrivial,
Witheut proper regulations, many
pharmaceutical compandes, inchuding

thase abroad, will hive aceess to samiples

Froim India. Reseirch projects often
regquire researchers and pharmasceutical
companies to collaborate with biosbanks

during drug discovery and development.

In the absence of an overarching liw,
Indians could be deprived of the
ownership of biological samples and/jor
the data thereol and the profits from the
resulting research Andings.

A leadership opportunity
Taken together, strong data and privacy
protections and regulatory oversight by

THE GIST

G editing and mENA also
cantitrte to prection
meedicine, Researchers were
able b restare vislon using
e therapy. In the LK, an
Individual's diabetes was
reversed by transplanting
reengineered stem cells

-

India’s rulebook has many
gips. Participants do nat
knaw how data will be used,
wha will have access, for haw
lang they will be stored, and
when they will be ued.
Pharmaceutical companies,
Including those abroad, will
have access to samples fram
bnell

-

Streng data and privacy
protections will encourage
meare peaple to shane samples
and participate without wonry.
It will atsor alkow research ta
happen on the right
foundations Instead of the
findings becaming the fruits
af & petsoned tree

an expert committee will encourage more

peaple to share samples and participate

without worry, Twill also allow research

to happen on the dght foundations

instedd of the Andings becoming the frdts

of & poisoned tree,

Irlin s 4 part of international groups
likee the Quiad and BRICS, and an
Impartant plank of its soft diplomatic
efforts has been pharmaceuticals. Itis a
major supplier of generic drugs and is a

huth of vaeeine manufacturing, and it has

ki to expind leadership to inclide

next-generition therapeutics. To do this,

it will have to align its biobanking liws

with glesbal standards to encourage public

participation and trist.
(Manjerra Gowravaram has a P in

RNA bochemistry and is a freelance science

wrlter. gmajeeraimygmail.com)

WHAT IS IT?

Monte Carlo method: random to real

Vasudevan Mukunth

The Monte Carlo method is a type
af algorithm that reveals a
distribution by randomly
sampling its elements again and
again. For example, say there are
40 red marbles, 20 green marbles,
25 orange marbles, and 15 blue
marbles in a bag, The bag is
opague and has a narrow
apening you dip your hand inside
and pick up five marbles at
randam, nate down their colours,
and put them back. The Mente
Carlo methad is based on the idea
that by repeating this process
aver and over again, you will
develop a better idea of the
marbles' colour distribution. The
more times you randomly sample
the marhles, the better your
estimate.

Mante Carlo methods are
frequently used to estimate the
odds of an event occurring when
daoing 5o by other means is too
difficult, If a sample is very
complicated — e.g. the billions of
particles produced during an
experiment at the Large Hadron
Collider — a Monte Carle
algorithm itself will require a lot
of computing power. But its great
advantage is that computers can
sample and record multiple
samples im parallel, keeping the
nower demand lawer than athar

The method is named for a casing In Manaco, where
Polish physicist Stanislaw Ulam was inspired by the
wiry his uncle gambled to come up with the idea,
JEINATHAN PETERSSGH UNSPLASH

Such algorithms have applications in
aerodynamics, power plant design,
quantum mechanics, several areas of
engineering, computer graphics, artificial
intelligence models, and risk-estimating in
finance, The method is named for a casing
in Menaco, where Palish physicist Stanislaw
Ularm was inspired by the way his uncle
pambled to come up with the idea.

For feedback and suggestions
far ‘Sclence), pleads write o
schence@thehindu.co.in
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Looming danger: EYD electric cars walting o be loaded an a ship stacked at the intermational container terminal of Tahcang Port at Surhou Pon, in China's eastem Jiangsu Pravines in 2023, aFF

—

Are the U.S’s cybersecurity concerns over
Chinese electric vehicles justified?

The Biden administration has raised concerns that Chinese electric vehides (EVs) could

wse national security risks due to the potential misuse of

the software these vehicles rely on. EVs rely on connected technologies to enable features such as autopilot, auto-park ete.

Mabeel Ahmed

odern electric vehicles (EVs)
are technological marvels,

EV market dynamics,

Compared to American brands like
Tesla and Rivian, Chinese EV makers have
a lewd in global sales. Chinese EV

o and

comvenience. Connected
tech allows drivers to personalise their
driving experience while ensuring better
security through sdvanced algorithms.
But as with all techreology, the potential
for misuse brings about serious concerns.

EVs increasingly rely on connected
technologies w enable features such as
Advanced Driver Assistance Systems
(ADAS), autopilot, auto-park, geo-fencing
{a virtual perimeter around a real-world
location), and even charging. However,
this heavy reliance on software and its
vulnerabilities has drawn attention from
LS. officials, particularly concerning
Chinese vehicle imports,
In February 2024, the Biden

administration kunched an investigation
into Chinese connected vehicles, many of

i % ane expected o generate a
collective revenue of $376.4 billion in
2024, while the global market is projected
o reach §786.2 billion, according o
Statista,

Chinese EVs account for around 600 of
global EV sales, according to the
International Energy Agency. Major
players in the Chinese EV market include
mames such as BYD (Build Your Dreams),
Geely, Xiaomi, NIO, Li Auto, and SAIC
Mostor. These companies owe much of
their success to substantial government
support, including tax breaks and
subsidies - particularly in the case of

D.

1s Chinese connected car technology
a cause for concern?
Onee major concern is the lack of robust

which rely on these tech

warning that they could pose national
security risks. These vehicles, the
administrati sinted out, “collect large
amounts of sensitive data on their drivers
and passengers and regularly use their
cameras and sensors to record detailed
information on U8, infrastructure.”

How strong is the global presence of
Chinese EVs?

To understand why the LS, is considering
a potential ban on Chinese connected car
technology, consider the current global

EV software, which
significant risks. EVs rely on
software to manage virtually every aspect
of their functioning — from car
performance and locking/unbocking
systems to collision prevention. While
these features enhance driver safety, they
also present serious risks if compromised,
Hackers could exploit software
vulnerabilities to gain control of vehicle
stentially causing collisions or
dng entire feets.

There is also a dearth of robust
legislation around the colbection, storage,

transmission, and use of data by
automakers,

Is there a threat to user safety?

Poor cybersecurity in EVs makes them
easy targets for hackers. Beyond
controlling the vehicle, hackers could
access sensitive information, including
financial data stored on the vehicle's
onboard computer. Furthermore, EVs are
often integrated with other smart devices
— like smartphones and home systems —
through 1oT platforms, A breach in one
system coubd lead o a broader
compromise, granting hackers access
users’ personal data, home security
systems, or even real-time location. An
attack on an EV's software could allow
hackers to move laterally through
connected systems. For instance,
breaching an EV could potentially expose
a user's bocal Wi-Fi network or smart
home system, creating a ripple effect of
security vulnerabilities,

Is there a threat to critical
infrastructure?
EVs are also unigue in their connection to
power grids for charging, which presents
anather significant walnerability. Power
grids operate on a delicate balance of
energy distribution, and a coordinated
cyberattack on EV charging stations could
destubilise entire grids. This could cripple
energy supplies to major urban centres,
Such attacks are not hypothetical, In
2022, hackers disabled EV charging
stations outside Moscow, displaying

pro-Ukraine messages i
muotivated cyberatiacl
highlighted the potential for nation-state
threat actors to target infrastructure by
manipulating connected vehicles.

What about attacks by nation states?
Some nation states further exacerbate the
ike Russia and China
are known for their advanced cyber
capabilities and motivations. In the case
of EV, nation state actors could exploit
software vulnerabilities to infilirate
broader networks, target Heets of
wehicles, or compromise critical
infrastructure,

A notorious example of nation state
cyber activity is the NOBELIUM group, a
Russia-linked hacking eollective, which
executed a supply chain amack by
exploiting software vulnerabilities. This
attack demonstrated how sophisticated
actors could infilirate tech systems,
granting them access o sensitive
information by targeting high-profile
individuals and companies.

The combination of cybersecurity
‘weaknesses in EVs, coupled with the
capabilities of nation-state actors,
underscores the significant risks involved
in allowing foreign-buile connected car
technology to operate in critical markets
like the L5,

The concerns raised by the Biden

inistration are far from -
EV software security is a critical issue that
requires urgent attention on a global
scale,

.
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Following England’s Harry Brook’s 317 recently, a quiz on cricketers who have
notched up 300 runs or more in a Test innings

V.V. Ramanan

(9

QUESTION 1 274 balls?

Of the 28 players who have [%

scored triple centuries, only QUESTION 4

four have achieved the feat
twice, Who are the other twa
apart from Don Bradman and
Brian Lara?

h QUESTION §
QUESTION 2

Brian Lara broke Sir Gary
Sobers seare of 365 not out ta
hit 375 but the former's score
was overhauled by an
Australiam |380) before Lara
taok it back with a 400. Name
the Australian,

h

belng seared?

[ 8
QUESTION &

QUESTION 3
Brook's 322-ball effcrt was the
second-fastest in terms of
™
K

MeCullum?

balls taken to reach the mark. Wha
helds the record for the fastest
triple hundred, scoring it just off

Which i the only instance in Tests
of & bater scoring 300 rens in &
day and against whom?

[ S

Which fameus venue in India has
seen tweo triple Test hundreds

What specifically connects
triple-century makers Bobly
Simpsan, Graham Gaoch, Mark
Talef, Brian Lara, Mahela
Jayawardere, Yaunls Khan, [
Michael Clarke and Brendon

Visual question:

Hame the batter whose anly Test ton is a triple century. FILE FHOTD

Questions and Answers to the Dctober
11 edition of the dally quiz: 1. The first
weman head writer for SNL. Ans: Tina
Fey

2, The initial name of Saturday Night Live,
Ans: NBC's Saturday Night

3, The only warnan in SNL history to have
won Ermary awards far Qutstation
Supporting Actress in a Camedy Series
twice in & row, Ans: Kate Mckinnon

4, Seth Meyers, Billy Crystal, Julia

Listils -Dresyfus, Robsert Dawney Jr, and
Steve Carell. Name the person who was
nat & member an SHL. Ans: Steve Carell
5, This goofy character created by John
Mulaney and Bill Hader went on to
become one af the mast icenic and funry
SML characters, Ans: Stefon

Wisial: identify this lcanle cast mermber.
Ans: Chevy Chase

Early Birds: Tita Shiladitya) Tamal
Bizwas| Piyall Tuli| Senall Das| Bharath
Viswanathan

KNOW YOLR ENGI

She is always
playing the
devil’s advocate

He did not get the promotion he
wanted and has started doing
some career cushioning

5. Upendran

‘What is the meaning and origin of the
expression ‘play devil's advocate'?
We have all argued with our friends and
family members about many things -
cricket, politics, movies, ete. For example,
your friend may argue that Sachin
Tendulkar is the greatest batsman that
India has produced. You too may believe
that Sachin is the best, but to make things
interesting, you might say, *1 think
Laxman is better. He won more games for
Inidia than Sachin did." You deliberately
choose to contradict your friend because
youn wish to make the discussion
interesting, By providing a
counterargument, you are provoking your
friend into analysing the problem in
depth. You are forcing him o make a case
as to why Tendulkar is the best batsman
ever, When you play devil's advocate,
what you are doing is putting forward an
argument that people may not support,

Lishar's father used to drive her crazy by
playimg devil’s advocate.

This term ‘devil's advocate' has been in
existence for several centuries. Itisa
translation of the Latin ‘Advocatus
Diaboli’ meaning ‘one who advocates the
contrary side’. The expression was first
used by the Roman Catholic Church,
Whenever an individual performed
miracles, people felt that there was
something divine about the person; very
often, the public demanded that the
person be elevated to the status of a Saint.
Whenever this happened, the Church
ar!ajminmd a devil's advocate. This
individual was usually a priest, and it was
his job to argue why the performer of
miracles should not be made a saint. H
was to provide the counterargument,

What is the meaning of ‘career
cushioning'? (K. Sharada, Vellore)
This is & term that has been frequently
used by native speakers of English;
especially by those who work in the
private sector, In the past, it was commaon
for people to work for the same company
all their life. Youngsters nowadays, do not
wish to work for the same company for
maore than a year or two; they want to
keep moving from one organisation to
another. | guess we can attribute much of
this due to job insecurity. It is common
today, for a company, to lay off people.
Given the uncertainty that employees
have, many of them have a backup plan in
case they are fired — some keep a careful
eye on the job market, and apply for
positions in other companies while some
start their own business. This is to ensure
that they are not caught off guard and
have something soft to land on when they
get the boot,

Our company didn’t do well. Some of
the senior people have started doing some
career cushioning.

upendrankyeigmail.com

Word of the day

Extortionate:

greatly enceeding bounds of reason or
maderation

SYNONYMS: steep, outrageous,
unconsclonabile, exorbitant

Usage: me shop's clothes have
extovtranate prices.

Pronunciation: newsth.ive/
emrllnnal.epm
International Phonetic
Alphabet: jekstdanat/

For feedback and suggestions for
Tent & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu,co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context”
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Countries which have  Number of caste- The number of people  Number of people The number of drones
criticised Israel attacks  related complaints detained along with killed due to sectarian  Russia launched at

on UN peacekeepers

received by the NCSC

The joint statement came
34 after at least five United

Mations Interim Force in
Lebanen (UNIFIL) peacekeepers were
wounded in recent days as Israeli troops

launched attacks in southern Lebanen. =

47,0003

ints the
Mational Commission for Scheduled Castes
INCSEC) received included atrocities against
Dalits and disputes related to land. m

Sonam Wangchuk

Climate activist Sonam
wangehuk and other
protesting outside the Ladakh Bhawan. Mr.

Wangchuk demands Ladakh's inclusion in
the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. en

violence in Pakistan

Ukraine overnight

protesters were detained for

Sunni and Shilte Muslim tribes
have been engaged in
manths in Pakistan's Kurram district, which

has a history of such sectarian
confrentations. am

Intermittent fighting for several

([

far, et likely intercepted by Ukraine's
electronic warfare, the air force sald. arurees

Ukraine's air defence units
destroyed 31 of the drones,
while 36 were unaccounted

COMPILED BY THE HIMDU DATA TEAM

What is Wayanad’s new X-band radar?

What is a Doppler radar and how does it work? Why does Wayanad need an X-band radar? Where and when was the fi

Follow us o facebook.com/thehindu o twitter.com,/the_hindu @ instagram.com;/the_hindu

manufactured X-band installed? Is India increasing the procurement and instalment of radars?

EXPLAINER

Privali Prakash
The story so far:

fter devastating floods and
landslides killed more than 200
people in Kerala’s Wayanad

district in July 2024, the Union
Ministry of Earth Sciences approved an
Xeband radar to be installed in the district.
A torrential downpour triggered the
landslide in the valley above
Punchirimattom, near the Mundakkai
region; its effects were compounded by a
massive debris flow triggered by the rains.

How do radars work?

Radar is short for “radio detection and
ranging’. The device uses radio waves to
determine the distance, velocity, and
physical characteristics of objects around
the device. A transmitter emits a signal
aimed at an object whose characteristics
are to be ascertained (in meteorology, this
could be a doud). A part of the emitted
signal is echoed by the object back to the
device, where a receiver tracks and
analyses it.

Weather radar, also known as a
Doppler radar, is a common application
of this device. The Doppler effect is the
change in frequency of sound waves as
their source moves towards and away
from a listener. In metecrology, Doppler
radars can reveal how fast a cloud is
maoving and in which direction based on
howr the cloud’s relative motion changes
the frequency of the radiation striking it.

A pulse-Doppler radar can measure the
intensity of, say, rainfall by emitting
radiation in pulses and tracking how often
they're reflected to the receiver.

This way, modem Doppler radars can
monitor weather conditions and
anticipate new wind patterns, the
formation of storms, etc,

What is an X-band radar?
Doppler radar relies on Rayleigh
scattering, when the scatterer is much

in Bagumpst, Hyderabad. ALE PHOTD

smaller than the wavelength of the
radiation. A radar trying to “see’ smaller
particles like rain droplets or fog will need
to use radiation of lower wavelengths, like
in the X-band. An X-band radar is radar
that emits radiation in the X-band of the
electromagnetic spectrum: 812 GHz,
corresponding to wavelengths of around
24 cm (this is in the microwave part of
the spectrum.)

The smaller wavelengths allow the
radar to produce images of higher
resolution. However, the greater the
frequency of some radiation, the faster it
will be attenuated. So X-band radars have
a relatively shorter range.

METEQRO!

GICAL CENTRE

‘Weather blues: The complex housing an 5-Band Doppler Weather Radar at the Meteorological Centre

In Wayanad, the new radar is expected
to be able to monitor the movements of
particles, such as soil, to inform landslide
warnings. The device will also perform
‘high temporal sampling, that is, rapidly
sample its environs, allowing it tw spot
particle movements happening in shorter
spans of time.

How many radars does India have?
The India Meteorological Department
(IMDY) started using radar for weather
applications in the early 1950s. The first
indigenously designed and manufactured
X-band storm detection radar was
installed in 1970 in New Delhi. In 1996,

IMD replaced 10 outdated ¥-band radars
with digital X-band radars.

In its X-hand radar network, India has
both wind-finding and storm-detecting
radars, and some with dual capabilities.
The country also uses Shand radars (24
GHz) for long range detection. The first
S-band cyclone detection radar was
installed in Visakhapatnam in 1970 and
the first locally made variant was
commissioned in Mumbai in 1980,

In September 2024, the Ministry of
Earth Sciences said India is set to have 56
additional Doppler radars in a few years.
Om September 11, the Union Cabinet
cleared the T2,000-crore *Mission
Mausam' to upgrade meteorological
infrastructure in the country. This
includes installing up to 60
meteorological radars until 2026 under
the Mission's first phase.

Minister of State for Earth Sciences
Jitendra Pradhan said in August in
Parliament that the government has
started the process to procure and install
10 X-band Doppler radars to improve
weather forecasting in the northeast
States and in Himachal Pradesh’s Lahaul
and Spiti district.

The initiative to install an ¥-band radar
in Wayanad included installing a C-band
radar {4-8 GHz) with an ohservational
range of 250 km in Mangaluru.

‘What is NISAR?

NASA and the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) are currently
developing a satellite called NISAR, short
for ‘NASAISRO Synthetic Aperture
Radar’. It will use radar imaging to
produce a high-resolution map of the
earth's landmasses.

Its payload consists of an Leband radar
(1.25 GHz, 24 cm) built by NASA and an
Sband radar (3.2 GHz, 9.3 cm) built by
ISRO. Together they will track and record
changes in the earth’s various nataral
Processes,

Itis currently expected to be lunched
onboard an ISRO GSLV Mk I rocket in
2025, at a total cost of $1.5 billion, the
bulk of it borne by NASA.

digenously designed and

THE GIST
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Radar ls shaet for ‘radia
detection and ranging'. The
desice uses radio waves to
deternine the distance,
welocity, and physical
characterstics of objects
around the desice.

-

The India Metesrological
Department (IMD) started using
radar for weather applications
in the early 1950s. The first
indigenously designed and
marufactured X-band stoem
detection radar was installed in
1970 in New Delhi.

-

The indtiative to install an
N-hand radar in Wayanad
included installing a C-band
radar [4-8 GHz) with an
abservational range of 250 ke
in Mangalure.

Who gets the preferred symbol
when there are two factions?

Why has the Nationalist Co

ress Party (SP) filed a plea to restrain the use of the ‘clock’ symbol?

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
ationalist Congress Party (NCT)
tounder Sharad Pawar has filed

a plea in the Supreme Court,

seeking a direction to restrain
the Ajit Pawar faction from using the
‘clock’ symbaol in the upcoming assembly
polls in Maharashtra.

How are symbols allotted?

Symbuols are allotted to political parties as
per the provisions of the Symbols Order
by the Election Commission of India
(ECI). In the largest democracy where a
sizeable population is still illiterate,
symbiods play a erucial role in canvassing
and voting process. A national or State
recognised political party has a reserved
symbod that is not allotted to any other
candidate in any constituency.

What is the present issue?

The NCP at present is a State recognised
party in Maharashtra and Nagaland. In

% »

July 2023, there was a split in the NCP
with the Ajit Pawar faction claiming the
suppaort of 41 MLAs out of 53 in the
Maharashira assembly. The EClin
February 2024 recognised Ajit Pawar
faction as the real NCP and allotted o it
the ‘clock’ symbal reserved for NCP

during the Lok Sabha elections in
April-May 2024. The NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar) [NCP(SF)] was allotted a common
symbol of ‘man blowing turha” The
present plea claims that during the Lok
Sabha election, voters were confused as
to which faction represented the real NCP.
The NCP (SP) therefore has sought a
direction to freeze the ‘dock’ symbol and
allot a new symbaol to Ajit Pawar faction.

What are past instances?

As per the Symbols Order, in case of split
in a recognised political party, the ECI
decides as to which faction or group is the
recognised political party. It allots the
reserved symbaol to such faction.
However, the ECI has also frozen symbols
in the past before determining the

dispute. The ‘two leaves' symbol of the
AIADME party in Tamil Nadu was frozen
in January 1989 and April 2017 due to
competing claims. The 'bow and armow’
symbuol of Shiv Sena was also frozen
before a bye-election in October 2022,

‘What can be the way forward?
The Supreme Court in Sadig Al versus the
ECI(1971), laid down the 3-test formula for
determining which faction is to be
recognised as the original political party.
These are the aims and objectives of the
party; its affairs as per the party's
constitution that reflect inner party
democracy; and majority in the legislative
and organisation wings,

The ECLin its order in February 2024
held that there was no dispute between
the two factions on the firse test and that

neither of the factions followed the
party’s constitution rendering the second
test redundant. Since the isational

election of NCP in the year 2022 was
shrouded with doubt, it went on to decide
the issue solely based on majority in the

legislature as a majority of legislators
supported the Ajit Pawar Eaction.

However, in the Maharashtra Lok
Sabha elections, the NCP (SP) faction
despite fighting with its new symbol won
eight seats as against just one seat won by
the NCP led by Afit Pawar that fought on
its traditional ‘clock’ symbal. The
Supreme Court generally does not
interfere in the poll process as it is the
domain of the ECL Nevertheless, in
exceptional drcumstances, it has given
directions to the ECI for ensuring a fair
election process. In the instant case,
because of the performance of the NCP
(5P} in the recent Lok Sabha election, the
third test of legislative majority can again
be disputed. The decision of the ECIto
recognise the Ajit Pawar faction as the
real NCP has also been challenged in the
5C by NCP{SP). Considering these factors,
the court may direct the ECI to freeze the
‘dock” symbol for the assembly elections
to be held in November 2024. The real
reform required is institutionalising
internal democracy through regular
inner-party elections in our political
parties. Various experts are of the view
that the ECI should not be imvolved in
muomnitoring these elections as it will draga
constitutional suthority into the muddle
of party politics. It is the members of
various political parties as responsible
citizenry who need to demand and
operationalise such internal democracy.

Rangargjan R is a former IAS officer and
author of Polity Simplified”. Views
expressed are personal.
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Symbols are allatted to
political parties as per the
provisians of the Symbals.
Oruder by the Election
Commission of India (ECIJ.
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In July 2023, there was a split
in the NCP with the Ajit Pawar
faction claiming the suppart of
41 MLAs out of 53 in the
Maharashitra assembly. The ECI
in Febeuary 2024 recopnised
the Ajit Pawar faction as the
real RCP.
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The Supreme Caurt in Sodig Al
wersus the Efection
Ccammission of indio {1971),
Laid down the 3-test formula
for deternining which faction
Is to be recognised as the
ariginal political party.
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Scuttling people’s right to information

he Right to Information
(RTD Act, 2006, has
bewen one of the most
empowering laws for

Indians. From exposing
corruption in the delivery of basic
rights to bringing to light the truth
behind the opaque electorl
bonds scheme, the liw has been
used by chtizens to hold power o
account. Therefore, it is no
surprise that there is a severe
backlash against both the
legislation, which has just entered
its 20th year, and those who use it

Vacant posts

Governments are scuttling the KTI
Act by not appointing information
commissoners and allowing the
comimissbons to crumble under
the weight of mounting backlogs.
A 202324 report of the Satark
Nagrik Sangathan, a citizens group
that campalgns for transparency
i government functioning, shows
that seven out of 20 information
commissbons were defunct for
varying periods of tme last year.
The commission of Jharkhand hay
nat been functional for over four
years, while these of Tripura and
Telangana hive been defunct for
three years and one andl a half
years, respectively.

Many information commissions
were found to be functioning
without an adequate number of
commissboners, desplte lirge
backlogs. The Information
commission of Maharashtra, with
a backlog more than | lakh appeals
and complaints, Is headless., Six
out of 1l posts of commissioners
are lylng vacant. Since May 2015,
net i single Information
commissioner has been appolnted
1o the Central Information
Commission by the Central

wernment without citizens

aving to approach courts, Desphte
repented directions by the
Supreme Court, eight out of 11
pessts are vacant in the Central
Information Commisslon,

Under the RTEAct, information
commisskons are the final
appellate authority and are
mandated to safeguard and
Tacilitate people's right 1o

Anjall Bhardwa)

Transparency activist
associated with the
Satark Nagrik
Sangathan and the
National Campalgn
for the Peoples’ Right
o Infarmation

Amrita Johrl
Transparency sctivist
associated with the
Satark Nagrik
Sangathan and the
National Campaign
for the Proples’ Right
o Infarmation

There s a
severe backlash
against the K11
Act, which has
Just entered lis
2h wear, and
those who use It

Information. They have
wide-ranging powers, including
the power of direct disclosure of
Information which the
government finds inconvenient, It
Is because adeguate information
commissioners have not been
appointed that more than 4 lakh
appeals and complaints are
pending in information
commissions across India, The
report shows that it would ke
more than a year for an appeal or
complaint to be disposed in 14
commissions. A fresh appeal fled
In Chhattlsgarh or Bihar would be
disposed only In 2020, While
hearing a petition regarding
vacancies in information
commissions across India, in 2023,
the Supreme Court noted that the
Failure o Al vacancies is leading w
a sltuation where "the right o
Information which Is recognised

the governiment brought
amencdments which dealt a blow
o the autonomy of information
commissbons by empowering the
Central government to determine
the tenure, salaries, pensions and
postretirement entitlements of all
information commissioners.

The Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023,
included an explich provision o
amend the RT] law o exempt all
personal Information from
disclosure, The RTE Act of 2005
provided for protection of the
privacy of individuals through
section B In order to invoke
this section to deny personal
information, at east one of the
Tollowng grounds had o be
peoven: information sought had
ne relationship to any public
activity or public interest; or
information sought was such that

under an Act of Parliament it would cavse unwarranted
becomes a dead letter” Imvashon of privacy, and the
Even when appolntments are Information officer was satlsfied
made, a majority of the that there is no larger public
appointees are either retired Interest that justified disclosure,
gevernment officials or people The DPDP Act amenched section
who enjoy political patronage. B to expand its purview and
They are often reluctant w act exempt all persenal information

against violations of the
transparency kw, The report
shows that commissions did not
Impose penalties in 95% of the
cases where penalties could be

from the ambit of the RT1 Act, It
also debeted a key provision in the
lwow, which gave citizens a right to
Information at par with Members
of Parliament and Members of

Imposed. This Bilure sends a Legislative Assemblies,
slgnal that violating the kv will According to Transparency
not imvie serious I tlomal India data, nearly

This destroys the basic framework
of incentives and disineentives
il it thee RT1Act, f "]

100 people have been killed for
using the BT Act, and lh:mlmdu
harve heen

culiure of impunity, and
exasperates applicants who seck
Information at a high cost and
often against great odds. The
laxivy in enforcing sccountability
allows information officers to take
liberties with the RT1 Act, leacking
o many unanswered applications
and an equal number of delayed
or ilegitimaely refused ones.

and slapped with false cases.
Though the Whistleblowers
Protection Act was passed in 2004,
it remains confined to the statute
books as the Central government
i failed to formulate rules o
operationalise It. Every year, some
G million information applications
are filed in India, Evidence shows
that the T law has initiated the
vital mk of rl.-dlstrlhmllu power
inad kand

In thhe last five years, there have
also been regressive amendments
tor the RT1 Act, In 2008, despite
strong objections from civil
soclety and Opposition parties,

transforming the relationship
between the government and
citizens, An erosion of this
Tundamental right is an erosion of
democracy.

Revanth Reddy’s lost opportunity

Telangana does not need yet another committee (o study SC sub-categorisation

STATE OF PLAY

serbhnanthehindaanin

n October 11, the Te-
0 langana government
appointed the Justice
Shameem Akhter Commission
to study the detalls of sub-clas-
sification of Scheduled Castes
(5Cs) In Telangany and make
recommendations w it Ear-
Her, In Awgust this vear, the Su-
preme Court had sabd thae
States could take a call on sub-
categorisation, which involves
classifying marginalised com-
munities within 5Cs for mare
equitible distribution of bene-
fits, addressing graded in-
equalities, and ensuring eom-
prehensive representation.
it from having merely
60 days to complete its task,
the one-man Comemission fae-
es a big challenge in the ab-
sence of Census data and data
on castes, This was the same
handicap that the BN, Lokur
Committee had also faced in
1965, As a result, it stopped
short of ng sub-

Telangana

thed by the police, Mr, Madiga
has spent four decades cham-
ploning the cause by using
Gandhian tactics such as fusts,
silent protests, and marches,
It s a fact that discriming.
tion against some of the com-
munities clissified as SCs con-

tinues

this

day.

In

September, for instance, the
Telangana High Court had to
order police protection for a
Madiga family in Medak dis-

trict,

about

A0 kilometres

from Hyderabad. The entire
family had been ostracised by
the Gram Sabha as two broth-
ers who are a part of it did not
want o be drumebeaters - the
tracitional oceupation of the

categorisation. The commit-
tee concluded that the de-
scheduling of advanced com-
munities, such as the Malis,

Ity — at a funeral in

the village of Gowthajiguda in

Subsequently the Supreme
Court struck this Act down,
clting overreach by the Stte

Bovernment.

The Andhra Pradesh Sche-
duled Castes (Rationalisation
of Reservations) Act was clear

about its goals: “The

State

shall endeavour to eliminate

Inequalities In status,

facili-

ties, and opportunities, mo
only amongst the individuals
but also amongst groups of pe-
ople residing in different areas
or engaged in different voca-

tions as enjoined unde

T Arth:

cle 38 (2) of Part IV Directive
Principle of State Policy of the
Constitution of India” This
law had provided 7% reserva-

tion for the group of
that included the
wha constitute 59.52%

Castes

Madligas,

of the

SCs in Telangana  (Census
2011). It provided 6% reserva-
tion to the other SC communi-

ties, including  the

Malus

(28.00% of the SC population),
The same measure of seg-

mentation used in the

2000

Act could have been used for
implementing reservations af-
ter the SC verdict, in Telanga-
na, After all, the Census has

not been o

Medak, They are post-grad-
wabes and work in Hyderabad,
The seriousness and persis-

tenee of

needed urgent

The Telingana  govern-
ment's decision could not
have come at @ worse Hme for
the disacvantaged communi-
ties among the SCs as it is cur-
rently em a hiring spree for go-
vernment posts, The Mudiga
Reservation Porata Samithi
(MRPS), which initiated the
demand for sub-categorisa-
tion, has urged the govern-
ment o appoint 1,000-odd
teachers in the State only after
sub-categorisation of 508, A
planned protest march in Hyd-
erabid by MRPS leader Manda
Krishna Madiga, demanding
Emmediate implementation of
sub-categorisation, was scut-

can be

seen from the frequent re-
ports on the lack of aceess of
certain communities to tem-
ples in Telangana.

Efforts to sub-clissify SCs
have been made in the past in
the region. In erstwhile united
Andhra Pradesh, the govern-
ment bed by Chandrababa Nai-

dhu had fssue

ordinance in

1999 for SC sub-clssification,
In 2000, the Andhra Pradesh
legislature passed the Andhea
Pradesh Scheduled Castes (Ra-
tionalisation of Reservations)

Act. It was

cted yet. Also,
the Congress, which has been

champiloni

could have been seen

soclal justice,

o be

walking the talk, Instead, it
has chosen o constitute o

one-ran - committes,

which

looks like o deluying tetic for
sub-categorisation. Past com-

mittees, such as the B

N. Lo-

kur Committee, the Justice Ra-
machandra Ruju Commission,
andd the Justice Usha Mehra

Commission,

made  recom:

mendations which were im-
plemented in o halébearted
manner, The Revanth Reddy
povernment has falled w seize

the opportunit
the Court's ve

¢ presented by
ot The Justice

2000 to 2004, The SC5,

W,
divided into A (Relli), B (Madi-

from

g, C (Mala) and 1 (Others),

. appears o, be

Akhter €

Just, another,

hurdle for the marginalised
comumunities among the SCs,

A spatial look at the Haryana Assembly poll results

o

ress la

»dl behind the BIF in urban seats. But even in rural seats, the race was competitive exce

DATA POINT

Srinivasan Rumani
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

e Haryana Assembly elec.
T thon results were among

the closest in recent histo-
ry In terms of vote share, The Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJF) secured
39.84% of the vate share and won
48 seats in the S0-member As-
sembly, The Congress was just
marginally behind in vote share
(39.09%), but won only 37 seats.
While the BJP outperformed the
Congress in terms of vote share in
wrbun and semi-urban areas, the
Congress outshone the BIP in the
State's semi-rural and rural areas
(Table 1),

The BIP teanslated its superior
vole share compared o the Con-
gress in urban areas (48.8% versus
27.7%) and semi-urban areas (46%
versis 33.6%) Into a substantial
lead in seats (18 versus 5 overall),

However, the Congress was un-
able to translate the vote share dif
ferences in rural areas (40.4% for
Congress versus 36.4% for the B
and semi-rural areas (46.3% for
Caongress versus 37.8% for the B
into victories (only 52 versus 30
seats overall), Since Haryana s
predominantly rural or semi-rural
(65 out of the 90 seats amount to
72% of the vote shared, a higher
vole share for the Congress in
these areas should have helped it
win muny more sets and the elee-
tom ieself, Bat this was not to be,

W plot the BIF and Congress’
vote shares in four scatter plots -
Chart 2 (urban), Chart 3 (semi-ur-
bian), Chart 4 (rural), and Chart §
(semi-rural). In urban seats (Chart
2), the BIP won five seats with
nearly 50% or more votes and the
Congress Just won one (Rehtak),
Even In seats where the BIP won a
lower vote share (Ambala Cantt:
A4.9% anad Ballabygarh: 42,29%), the
Congress' performance was dis-
mal (10.9% and 5.9% of the voles,
respectively).

A similur story played out in se

c:

mi-urban seats as well (Chart 3),
In Charts 4 and 5 {(semi-rural

Rural-urban patterns

48, 4G vote share (4] and

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Take the gauntlet
‘Kavach’ implementation is a priori
but will not be a sitver bullet
0 n October 1, a passenger train collided

with a stationary goods train fast enough

for 13 bogies to overturn and one to catch
fire, in Kavaraipettai near Chennai, No casualties
were reported although several people were in-
jured. No deaths and swift post-event action
would have rendered this incident less significant
if not for the recent spate of railway accidents
across zones, spotlighting the oft-precarious con-
ditions of trains, the infrastructure they need to
operate, and the people and poods they tran-
sport. In the Kavaraipettai incident, officials said
the passenger train received a green signal o en-
ter the main line but it passed into the loop line,
rear-ending the goods train. ‘Kavach', the Indian
Railways” train protection system of choice, is de-
signed to avoid such incidents, and the govern-
ment can install it across its entire network in a

course the effects of it
come clear in a similar span of time, not in a few
maonths as some in the political class are demand-
ing. This said, if the seemingly straightforward
causes — due mwhich a naive decision to reroute
a train can turn into the reason for a major acci-
dent — are a sign of the precarity of the raibway in-
frastructure, Havach' coverage plus overhauling
existing signalling systems should be a national
priority but cannot be considered a silver bullet.
The long ling delay in improving safety
could be symptomatic of shortfalls in multiple
areas, For example, the staff of the Railways mat-
ter for safety, too. Recent media reports have re-
vealed deplorable working conditions for East
Coast, Western, and Central Railways locomotive
pll.ulr», including 12-hour shifts, unhygienic rest-
5, and absence of toilets on engines,
‘Kawach', rail safety will require con-
stant \qgl]ance yet vigil is threatened byacncss (0]
basic g for pilos’
Overall, the Ral]ways rewnue growth has I.I.uwed
while its dependence on bu allocation for
capex has increased; its freight basket is dominat-
ed by coal (and thus vulnerable to the pressure
on multiple sectors to decarbonise); both high-
density routes and high-utilisation routes often
report more than 100% network utilisation; and
there are signs it has still to recover market share
it lost during the COVIDMS pandemic to other
passenger services, The Railways cannot improve
safety in a vacuum but must address all these
stressors in consonance. Finally, the govern-
ment's response to recent accidents has included
m investigators as well. While
igence, their presence and invalve-
mum should neither distract India from the Rail
ways” needs nor allow the government to hide be-
hind a veil of secrecy.

Biology transformed

Nobel for determini iiein structure
recogmises a big advance
he Nobel Prize in chemistry has been
awarded to David Baker for succeeding in
the seemingly impossible feat of building
new proteins and to Demis Hassabis and John M.
Jumper for solving the halfa-century old pro-
1

China, India and New Delhi’s Quad dilemma

n September this year, the Prime Minister

Narendra Modi visited the United States to

attend yet another meeting of the Quad

nations (Australia, India, Japan and the
LS.}, This turned out to be possibly the most
significant meeting of the Quad o date, during
which the quartet seemed to firm up what may
be viewed as a security alliance,

The "Wilmington Declaration’ did not mention
any country, least of all China by name, but left
nothing to the imagination that it was aimed at
the containment of China across the entire
Indo-Pacific. Despite the absence of any reference
toa formal mutual defence declaration, it was
abvious that the "four maritime democracies”
had a single objective, viz., to checkmate China,

The state of India-China ties

The message from the Wilmington Declaration
has certain overriding implications for India and
India's security. India-China relations today are
not merely stalermnated but are also steadily
deteriorating. In the northern border regions, the
stalemate in the Galwan region continues despite
some soothing statements by India’s military and
civilian leaders. Recently, India announced that it
‘will maintain, if not increase, its vigilance in the
horder areas by inducting maore forces despite the
onset of winter. In the Depsang Plains and
Demchnk thc!re has heen no breakthrough in

In Ladakh
alone, the nu.mh-crut' riction points' has
increased, with Indian forces unable to access
several ‘patrolling points® that they were
previously accustomed to,

The military is currently in the process of
further augmenting its fighting capabilities across
the entire length of the China-India border., It is
inducting new long-range firearms and heavy
artillery, and has begun to deploy howitzers,

mi . rocket systerns and *loitering munitions'.
While the Indian Army Chief has characterised
the current situation alomg the Line of Actual
Contred as “stable and sensitive’, he has also
stated that the Indian armed forces “are
operational and fully prepared to deal with any
contingency”. While strengthening its border
capabilities, China appears unfazed by India’s
moves, confident that given its defence budget
(which dwarfs that of India), it can thwart any
new Indian initiative.

China's arrogance, misplaced or otherwise, is
legendary. It is again true that China greatly
depends on the element of surprise to schieve
the best results for itself. Hence, while it may look
unfazed at this time by talk by India acouiring
‘new alliance partners' from the West, China is
unlikely to take such a situation lightly. Dealing
with China is never a “zero sum game', and
Indlia's leaders need to be wary and watchful of
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It would be
prudent for
India w
proceed with
care in s
dealings with
China on the
omne hand and
with s Quad
Partners on
the other

how China reacts to the developing situation.
What is again worrying is that China under Xi
Jinping seems increasingly willing in most
situations to test the waters vis-d-is its
neighbours, including India.

An aggressive nationalism

It may, thus, be prudent for India w proceed with
care in its dealings with China on the one hand,
and with its Quad partners on the other. In the
short term, it may be expediont not to be seen to
align with countries that have openly declared
their hostility to China, for Xi Jinping's China is
almost certain to treat this as a provocation,
compelling it to “walk the talk'. In this context, it
is worth recalling that as far back as 2007, Mr. Xi
had eminously declared that ‘China under Xi was
different from China under Deng’. In 2021, the
centenary year of the Chinese Communist Party
(CPCY, Mr. Xi had again made a series of
pronouncements which included a stern warning
to all external forces “seeking to bully, oppress or
subjugate China”. In 2022, in the course of the
20th National Congress of the CPC, statements
made by China's leaders appeared to reveal an
increasingly aggressive brand of Chinese
nationalism. Ratiomality is not something to be
expected of China in any sitwation. India must not
overlook this aspect, and should ‘read the tea
leaves' cormectly in its dealings with China.

Over the years, India's strategic experts had
sought to differentiate between what in the
Chinese mind constitutes a ‘real’ threat as distinet
fram peripheral dangers that haunt the Chinese
peyche. From China's postures it can be inferred
that the border issue with India in the Himalayas
does not represent a real threat to China's
sovereignty and to its future. This is
notwithstanding that from the early 1950s, China
has made territorial claims on several thousand
square kilometres of Indian territory, in Ladakh
and in Arunachal Pradesh. China is well aware
that its claims here were based on maps that were
at best ‘mon-official’, created during
predecessors’ regimes. China itself tends to doubt
their sanctity thowgh it is not willing to give up its
claims,

The situation existing as far as China's eastern
seahoard is concerned, as also its claims in the
Pacific to its east, fall into an entively different
category. Here, any attempt to tamper with what
China believes is its territory, constitutes in its
mingd a real threat to China's very existence,
Understanding the difference is important as far
a5 the Chinese psyche is concerned.

India's strategic community has understood
this fiar & long time and has dealt with China's
quirky behaviour in a nuanced manner over the
years. Lately, however, India does seem to have
shifted its stance to an extent and it is possible

that the Chinese read this as an outcome of
India's growing alignment with the West,
specifically with the U.S. Recent overtures by
China, including statements of the Chinese
Defence Ministry that China and India have been
able o ‘reduce differences and build some
consensus' on disengaging troops from friction
points to end the stand-off in eastern Ladakh, and
have also agreed to a dialogue w reach a
resalution acceptable to both sides, could well
sigmal a shift in Ching's approach, but India does
not seem to take this seriously,

Beijing's view
All this serves as a backdrop to China’s increasing
concerns over India's association with the Quad -
seen by it as a U8 sponsored ‘coalition of the
willing’. Rumblings from China have grown
stronger of late. To the fevered Chinese mind of
today, India's membership of the Quad represents
a far more serious threat tm it than the occasional
skirmishes on the Himalayan heights. The
Wilmington Declaration, having given up any
pretence that the Quad is not a defence alliance,
could well be seen by China as an indication of a
grand design by the U.5. and its enemies o
encircle and contain China. With this, China's
understanding of the threat posed by India will
increase significantly.

India must take due care not o send out any
wrong signals, as the consequences of this could
be serious. Any resort to confrontational politics,
in substance and as well as in style, can have
wdverse repercussions in the India-China context.
History may not repeat itself, but as Mark Twain
is reported to have said, “it rhymes" enough to
make one uneasy. India must not, and need not,
subscribe to Mr. Xi's notion of a ‘community of
shared future of mankind' (first mentioned
almost a decade ago), but India must not also be
seen to subscribe to the West's entrenched belief
that Ching’s rise is inimical to the future of
mankind, and that nations across the globe
should join together to post a challenge to it

In the context of China, it would, hence, be
prudent for India not to be seen to be increasing
its security congruence with the U5, and the
West, Clearly, India has no intention of being part
of any pincer movement directed at China and its
future ambitions, but it is equally important that
China understands this — and the world
recognises this as well - and has no reason o
doubt where India stands in terms of Asian and
warld security. Any impression that India has
become part of the 1.5, bandwagon, engaged in
checkmating China's ambitions is best avoided.
India's future is hardly dependent on
checkmating China's ambitions or in aiding any
LS, attemnpts to prevent this from becoming a
reality.

A critical message for the urban elite

n India, this year’s summer shattered

records, with red alerts isswed nationwide,

Over 200 lives were lost to heatwaves
(official), but countless more went unrecorded,
Delhi experienced an unprecedented 50+°C. With
the progress of the monsoon and the memory of
the extreme heat far behind ws, we risk ignoring a
critical warning.

In the last decade, urban areas in India have

faced increasingly severe and frequent
s, largely due to the urban heat island

blem of predicting proteins'
using an artificial intelligence (Al) model called
AlphaFold that they developed. It used to take
years of painstaking experiments to determine
the 3D structure of a protein, which in many cas-
es have only been partially determined. Deter-
mining structure is the first and most important
r.wpi determining protein function. Proteins
ibbons in which the 20 different amino
acld building blocks can be sequentially arranged
to form innumerable combinations, Even if re-
searchers know the sequence of amino acids ina
ribbon, the ribbon can twist and fold in an astro-
nomical number of possible shapes for each se-
quence, thereby making protein structure deter-
mination extremely challenging. For instance, if a
protein consists of only 100 amino acids, the pro-
tedn can assume at least 1,047 different 20D struc-
tures, Till a few years ago, of the 20,000-odd pre-
teins found in humans, the structure of :sn]y a
third was partially determined even experimen-
tally. Hassabis and Jumper made protein struc-
ture prediction child's play. AlphaFold has now
predicted the structure of almost all 200 million
proteins from nearly a million species. Baker de-
veloped computerised methods to create pro-
teins that did not previously exist and which, “in
many cases, have entirely new functions”,

In 2018, Hassabis and Jumper achieved an ac-
curacy of 60% in predicting protein structure., In
2020, the Al model's performance was compara:-
ble with X-ray crystallography. Though still not
perfect, the Al model estimates how correct the
structure that has been produced is, allowing re-
searchers to know the reliability of the predic-
tion. The code for the AlphaFold model has been
publicly available since 2021, and the Al tool has
been used by more than two million people from
190 countries. Baker wsed his computer software
Resetts to generate new proteins that never exist-
ed naturally. Instead of predicting the protein
structure based on amino acid sequences, he
created new protein structures and used Rosetta
to determine the amino acid sequence by search-
ing a datsbase of all known protein structures
and looking for short fragments of proteins that
had similarities with the desined structure. Roset-
ta then optimised these fra and p d

(UHI) effect. This phenomenon, where cities are
significantly warmer than their rural
counterparts, is driven by carbon-emitting
human activities, Urban design exacerbates this
effect, with concrete, asphalt, and glass
strusctures retaining heat. In corporate hubs such
as Gurugram, sleek plass buildings, while modem
and attractive, trap heat and increase energy
consumption. The reflections from these
buildings and the lack of green cover further
worsen conditions for those outside.

The marginalised bear the brunt
The severity of these issues demands immediate
attention, as poor wrban planning
i i Iy affects margi
communities. Delivery boys, who navigate city
streets to meet the demand for online orders,
face relentess heat with litle relief, Auto drivers
are directly exposed to the scorching heat of the
dhay as they strive to earn a living. So do
construction warkers who are foroed to work
long hours outdoors, enduring the hot sun
without adequate shade or hydration. Women
domestic workers frequently travel by foot, and
street vendors constantly battle the whims of the
weather, with their eamings declining as foot
traffic reduces due to the heat. These individuals
face the harshest consequences of poor urban
planning. They are on the front lines,
experiencing the direct impact of rising

Rohit Kumar

Corlounder of Young
Leaders for Active
Citizenship [YLAC)

.
Akshat Sogani
farmer Associate st
Waung Leaders lor
Active Citizenship
A ]

Our technology-
enabled
ecosystem could
be making our
citles unliveable

temperatures, poor air quality, and the scarcity of
green spaces.

Poor urban planning remains unchecked in
part because the privileged, who have more
influence, are kess affected, And technology is
enabling this by lulling us into inaction. In
air-conditioned environments, the comforts
provided by technology further insulate the
privileged from the harsh realities of urban life,
diminishing their incentive to push for change.
Growery delivery apps reduce the need to step
outside for basic needs. For even minor repairs,
we turn to apps for doorstep services, and
ride-hailing apps encourage us o take cabs for
short distances,

This unintended consequence of our thriving
app ecosystern, built on a labour surplus
economy, has not been widely discussed in public
discourse and warrants a deeper examination for
its societal implications.

Our tech-enabled ecosystem has redefined the
concept of “luairy”, creating a comfort trap that
reduces our motivation to engage with the
outside world. It has led to greater human
domestication and a detachment from the
environment around us, Tech coupled with
privilege has also invisibilised labour, which is
making us lose our empathy. In service
complexes, puards receive deliveries at building
gates, reducing our interaction with the people
who serve us. In all these instances, 1 common
themie is that the urban elite are willing to pay 2
premium to trade discomfiort for convenience.
Unfortunately, the insulation of the upper classes
from the external environment has profound
implications for urban governance and the local
economy.

When the privileged encounter issues such as
poor public services or inadequate infrastructure,
these problems often gain media attention,
prompting governmental action. For instance,
the flash storm in Delhi some months ago that led

to the flooding of basements in posh areas and
even the houses of Members of Parliament in
Lutyens” Delhi. This led to swift action by the
authorities,

Similarly, public schools often lack resources
because the affluent prefer private institutions,
And public transportation receives less focus and
funding as the elite avoid using it.

Even more worrisome is the fact that we are
entering a vicious cyele. While heatwaves force
people indoors, technology enables this
behiviour, creating a self-fulfilling prophecy:
wirsening urban conditions make outdoor
engagement unbearable which further increases
reliance on technology, As a result, the wealthy
demand fewer public service improvements,
muking cities less liveable for everyone,

The broader societal implications of this
change are alarming. As technology is integrating
further into our lives, it is reshaping our
expectations of urban living, But this integration
is not improving the quality of life for the general
populace. Instead, it is aggravating existing
megualities and creating new ones.

The real challenge lies in breaking free from this
comfort trap, Reconnecting with our cities and
each other is not just a noble goal; it is essential
for our collective survival, We have to snap out of
our false sense of comfort and recognise that our
world is changing in fundamental ways, We are
losing our public spaces and our ability to enjoy
outdoor activities due to incressingly frequent
extreme weather events. The urban elite must,
therefore, leverage their privilege to actively
engage with governments and help improve living
conditions in our cities, Only by confronting the
true state of our urban areas can we hope o
rebuild them as equitable, liveable spaces for all.

Let us not let convenience become the
architect of the demise of our cities,

LETTERS TO Tk

train accidents
The country is witnessing
frequent railway accidents,
many being attributed to
'signal failures’ and
‘technical defects’ After
every incident, there is
advice to install the
'Havach' system. The
greatest blunder that has
been committed by the

an amino acid sequence. Like Hassahis and, Jum:-
per, Baker too made the code for Rosetta freely
available so that researchers can develop the soft-
ware and find new areas of application.
cM
K

of the day is in
:Iolng away with a separate
Budget for the Indian
Railways. Train journeys,
considered one of the safest

EDITOR

in the past, evoke fear and
anxiety now. The focus on
‘Vande Bharat' trains is
disproportionate as these
trains cater onby to the rich
and the affluent. It is time
the government thought
about the safety of the
common man. One also
wonders whether the Indian
Railways is on top of an
agenda for privatisation.
Tharelus 5, Fernando,
Chennai

The palitical comparison of

train safety in previous
regimas is childish. The
government of the day is in
its third term and there
ought to have been
improvements by now. The
safety of all trains must be
given preference over the
intreduction of 'Vande
Bharat” trains which seems
to be an obsession.

M.C. Vijay Shankar,

Cheninai

Allis not well with the
railway administraticn, it

seems that the government
is not serious about
improving safety despite
repeated derailments and
collisions, A government
which takes pride in
develepment should not
|eave the natien's biggest
public transport system to
fend for itself

A Anantha Padmanabhan,
Tiruchi

India and letter of support
The dacision by India to
abstain from signing a letter

condemning lsrael for
banmning UN
Secratary-General Antanio
Guterras is perplaking. s a
prominent member of the
Global South, India's move
raises questions about its
stance on multilateralism
and the UN' role in conflict
mediation. India's silence
may be viewed as a shiftin
foreign policy or even as
growing reluctance to
criticise |srael openly,
Korada Sal Ikshitha,

Visskhapatriam

Change at Wimbledon

The announcement that
Wimbledon is scrapping its
iconic line judges in favour
of electronic line calling
from 2025 comes with a
tinge of sadness ['Sport’
page, October 10, it would
mean fewer part-time
opportunities for trained
officials and also affect
aspiring chair umpires,
Many chair umpires started
off as line officials,

R. Sivakumar,

Chennai
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As accidents rise, Railways
have questions to answer

robes are on to investigate why an express train entered a loop line
and crashed into a stabled goods train near Chennai. The conspira-
cy theory of sabotage having been at work may not be a canard in
this case since tell-tale signs of tampering of a switching point and
signalling gear were said to have been spotted near the aceident site.

It is, however, the fuller picture of frequent derailments, whether
thros human error in the system with someone forgetting to switch
trains back to the line they should be running on or mistakes by the run-
ning crew or acts of sabotage Ihat have been seen to be happening of late,
that raise huge concerns triggering fear over rail travel in the country.

were mitigatin %lacmr! ]lke Linke-Hofmann-Busch {LHB) coaches

of German technol at do not telescope into each other in a crash, less-

er spead of the train that was to negotiate a curve just after the station it

was supposed to pass through and the design of the guard wagon of the

goods train that bed much of the shock that may have proved fortu-

nate in this derailment not leading to loss of lives while causing injuries to
a few passengers.

'I‘heMywve—Darbhanga Bagmali Express was said to have experienced a

very heavy jerk whi]e mlering the station and a

Is the m’ln mysterious tra; o the loop line instead of

under-staffed? Is

continuing to I:raverse the green-lighted main
safety getting line leading to the derailment of a dozen coach-
inadequate funding and mayhem and pauic in the dark for close
to 1300 people who may have been on the
in the Railways' pational nng-d]stance tram
budget? What  The question to be asked is, are the Indian
about enabling the Railwues to be trusted to offer security to the
cost-affactive lives of the millions of passengers who opt to
K h Shield travel by train because not & month passes
without incidents of trains going off the rails or
ahead of oven running into each other as it happened in
the deadline? the most tragic accident in Balasore, Orissa in
June 2023 when nearly 300 passenpgers were
k1]]ed and close to a thousand injured?
le Opposition politicians spout criticism at the drop of a hat or the
news nd’an accident and blame the Establishment, what should be taken
note of from the critique is whether the railways as an establishment has
gone off the rails regarding the safety factor that is most erucial to around
150 crore passengers who take Indian trains in ayear, translating to near-
I;-' a crore peaple as ssmfvrs every single day
are several questions that the rallway! must feel responsible
mnugh to find the answers to, Is the system under-staffed? Is safety getting
inadequate ﬂmﬂin;hm the Railways' budget® What about mah]inF the cost-
effective Kavach I system across the main lines and trains of the
country more guickly than the four- to five-year time that iz being
8 n of?
answer to whether ways can be found to make the maintenance crew
more aecountable in Iheuphee%n with utmost safety in mind of the rails and

running stock remains to be found as accountability is not the biggest
national ideal, certainly not in the nationally owned enterprises. It Is ssd
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THEY ARE UNTED
BEFORE POLLS..,

Don't play Big Brother, be
nuanced with a long view

Pavan K. Varma

Chanakya's View

Narendra hMo-

e
i roment
diclared that
it will pursue 4
“Neighi ml\ood
First® policy. How has it
farved, is there any undis-
p\lhedva]ﬂ!txﬂ(m]u.dge its.
efficacy, and what are the
on even well-

but true that passengers board trains with a faint sense of
ALSE AT is not to be ur had.

Saibaba’s demise: State is guilty

rticle 21 of the Constitution stipulates that “no fm‘!nn shall be

de'ptr edot’his]ikorp!r!nnx] liberty except according to procedure

shed by The death of former professor of Delhi

Llnwe'rs:nf Prof. G.N. Saibaba at the age of 55, months after he was acquit-

ted Es the Bombay court in & case ch; under the Unlawful

Activities {l‘mwnnnll: Act following eight vears of incarceration, comes

across as a case of how the State can use the procedures emhllshedby law
to deprive a person of their liberty first, and life later.

Prof. Saibaba was first arrested in 2014 on the charge of being an associ-
ate of the banned outfit CPI (Maoist). He was sentenced to life in prison by
the trial court in 2017 on the stre documents seized.

What happened after the Nagpur bench of the Bombay high court acquit-
ted him of the UAPA charges upon finding that the prosecuting aﬁm:ie!
had not complied with the mandates of the law points to the o of

)I‘ diciary in the denying people the rights conferred on them hyArt]de

he Supreme Court sat on a weekend for a special sitting to stop the

mlease from jail of a person who suffered from 9 per cent disability and

was wheel-chair bound, and ordered the high court to revisit the case
“since the charges against him were serious and grave".

The apex court was making a mockery not only of Article 21 but of every
concept of contemporary jurisprudence by that order. The high court,
which revisited the case as per the Supreme Court order, acquitted him,
again, both on technical a; ﬁ] grounds; it found that the pmsec'uliom
had not complied with the mandate of the law and that it possessed no real
el.'ln;llence to substantiate the terror charges it had slapped Prof. Saibaba

with.

The Indian State is guilty not only of causing the deaths of Prof. Saibaba
and Fr Stan Swamy, ancther victim of procedures, but also of causing
grievous hurt to the principles that lay the foundations of the republic and
of the Constitution by stifling these voices of dissent.
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intentioned measures to

rank as one of the most
troubled regions in the
world. Al evaluation
must be holistic, not piece-
meal, nor resiricted to

me phase or ing
Ednﬁ this broader pen

spective, there are certain
unalterable coordinates
which are constant, and
have i be factoved in.
India has a land border
Bamuasieah ‘Thos B,
4,006 1,
China {3,485 km), Pakistan
(3410 km), Nepal (1,752
k), Myanmar {1,643 ki),
Bhutan {578 km), m)dpﬂ-

istan Occupied ir
(106 km). With Pakistan
and China, the border is
disputed and a source of
perennial military friction.
Resolution is not easy,
ﬁjhemune the demsg.d.nﬂm
e are beyou
tance. Pakistan claims

v occupyi Aksai
in, claims the whole of
Arunachal Pradesh, which
it calls “South Tibet".
China's consistent palicy
with India is engagement
with containment. In pur-
suit of this, it periodically
flexes its military muscle
‘on the border, most recent-
ly in Ladakh, where it
appears to have foreibly
occupied territory ahead of
the recognised Line of
Actual Control. even as
trade with it balloans {with
India Eamnﬂg huge trade
deficit), and highlevel wis-
its continue. Eaklsl.sn
aniged tervor
mmKwsnd alsewhere.
are problems

other countries, too. From
Bangladesh there is ﬂLegaJ

immigration. with

Myanmar smuggling of

dmﬁ]! and arms — cles.:‘h
visible in the ongo

sl in Mamp‘m and. with
Nepal mutmlxlm! an

bt:l%e‘r hel lh
teoes not hel atmnlw
of our beultwpla] neigh-
baours are palitically unsta-
ble. In Pakistan, where the
military and the 18I are de

to country is
currently in the grip of vio-
lent cdvi]nlénrest Ia;. hlslu?:i-
m an obviously i

: brought in the
Shehlm Shanf EOVErD-
ment. su) of jailed
Imran n are on the
streets seeking his release,
Bangladesh is in turmoil
alm' the fall of the Sheikh

government, with

I:!Iamn: fundamentalism
on the rise. In Nepal,
Cammunist Party-led coali-
than rnments are con-
stantly wabbly. And insur-
P by & i mi
rul a ive mi
tary mlt&m us with

gya 1 .

India alse has a very long
coastline of over 7,000 km.
We share maritime bor-
ders with Sri Lanka and
Maldives, and from Anda-
man-Nicobar, with Thai-
land, Indonesia, and Myan
mar.
government bad h:r me left
leaning  Anura Dissana-
yake has recently won the
election. In Maldives, the
openly pro-Ching Presid-
nt, Mohamed Muizzy, is
in the saddle. As a general
stratagem, India must fur-
ther stremgthen its coast-
line defaﬂwge:i Wu‘e !hmllgd
never at  the
Pakistani terrorists who
wreaked havoe in Mumbai
on November 36, 2004, liter-
aﬂ walked into Lbe finan-

capital ur

China’s consistent med-
dling in the region creates.
additional pmb]em!
Pakistan is its staunch
and the possibility o(lmins
faring a two-front simulta-
neOus war s%inst bath
these implacably hostile

uannoi Ignnm us.
Maldivian President
Muizzu may have
visited China first,
but in his recent
visit to India, he
acc an Indian
bail-out and the
inauguration of a
runway.

countries can never be

a5 ErOWN
exponentially lhmugh the
Communist parties, and
economic incentives.
China has emerged, too, as
Sri Lanka's largest credi-
tar, financing several large
infrastructure  projects,
including the strategic
Ham

India, as the and
miost powerfil mmlm'_\' in
the reghon. is ind e
to ita neighbours. But often
the ald sayi
“Why do you hate me?
have not helped you."

¥ el Are sis-
picions that India uses its
owverlapping historical, cul-
tural and ethnic ties to
imterfere in their internal
affairs.  Sometimes  our
intervention is asked for,
such as in the creation of
Bsnﬁ (1871}, the
imvolvement af the Indian
Peare Keermg Fuoree
{IPKF} in Sri Lanka {1967
@) to resolve the Tamil
conflict, and the quelling of
Lbecoup inst President

Gayoom ves { 1968).
But even so, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Mepal are
sensitive to any Indian
internal interference, and
often anti-India sentiments
are fuel for their internal
politics.

Often, our foreign palicy
also lacks nuance and
finesse. An  illustrative
exampl.eafmlsisﬂwhl.ock

e of the border with
Neps] during  Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's
pu\-emmem {1988), and
again under PM Modi in
015 In fact, 1 initiated a
shart duration discussion
in the Rajya Sabha in 2015
o the adverse political and
humanitarian COnse-
quences af this nsensitive

which gave a fillip to
mpm—ﬁ\h}a sg:d anti ])Ed.ls
sentiments. The priority

pen:ed\-e o he arting like a

“hig bral

s we have to be
exeeptionally vigilant to
the unceasing machina-

tions af China, rade our
counter-intelligence, and
reinforce our ol ties

with new and imnovative
ways af cooperation. A
goad example of this is our
assistance in  building
Bhutan's 10,000 MW hydro-
alectric power capacity. We
hwlhepnwel jutan geds.
revenue; it is a long-
herm and institutionalised
win-win situation for bath
countries, a break to
China's ]mg.-tenn interest
iring a stral toe-
hnlagqujn gthe k‘:?cgd.om.
Thirdly, we nust discreet-
ly maintain avenues of
communication with all
sjde! af the politieal spee-
these couniries. In
Beug'ladesh we put all our
epgs in Sheikh Hasina's
pro-India but authoritarian
rule, and must now face the
consequences.  Fourthly,
we must continoe to
strengthen our military
ter counter Pakis-

been woefull nt in
ﬂ:lsmgsminz'mhul
progress is being made
now and the momentum
be accelerated. A

!‘n'uu%egnd.is is
for its [eadership

s hackyard.
Our ne]ghbours cannat
are  us.  Maldivian
esident Muizmu may
have visited China first,
}Ilé in Ihln recent visit hu
ndis, he sccepted ar

ian bail-aut, m:hld.ings
CUITEnCY sWap agreement,
substantial financial assis-

af & runway. The rale of
religion, too, is part of our
neighbourhood cauldron.
If I:nd.la 1s seen to be insen-
sitive to its Muslim mineri-
ty. it provides grist to anti-
Inidia palitics in the reglon.
Similarly, the treatment of
the Hindu minority in

sJ( an and Bangladesh

a source of friction.
[mi]s! diplomacy must

patience, maturity
snd a ]ougttenu v]s]m

it

LETTER

PUNISH SABOTAGE

The Mysuru-Darbhanga
Bagmati Express derailment
at Kavaraipettai has been a
shocker since the train
entered the loop line
instead, colliding with the
rear of a goods train calling
for close investigations.
Sabotage as it appears can't
be ruled out in this case and
while going by the recent
major accidents and fre-
quency, it is becoming a
worrisome factor for the
passengers. Anybody who
plays with life in this way
shouldn’t be spared and
hanging to death must be
the punishment when the
offender knows the conse-
quences of his act. The safe-
ty of passengers hereafter
can't be compromised and
the Railways should share a
sizable sum towards the
safety of the passengers at
this juncture.

Anshu Bharti
Begusarai, Bihar

CAUSE FOR ALARM

RECENT 5 billion security
betw&n China and Pakistan has s
significant concern in India for several rea-
sns. Firstly, the agreement enhal)ees
Ctlmn ) nalllm presece in Pakistan, espe-

ially to safiy Chinese nationals and

m\\eelmm:s mked to the Chhn—f’aklstm
Economic Corridor tCPECJ. Strategically,
this strengthens military ties between the

fwa couniries, patertially Indiaina
“twodroat" scenario, Aditior y, the pres-
ence of foreigm tn within Pakistan has

raised questions about its sovereignty.
Inidia fears that this pact could alter region-
al power dynamics, particularly with the

upeamirg SO0 mee(ln{appm::ethl&g.

azaribagh
INDIA’S GAZA STAND

A DAY after it expressed concern aver
the deteriorating security situation alang
g;e Ianeljl.ermmﬂ:'le border, Irlrlléalal an
turday joi troop-contr
countries in the UN I.nhetp-cnu Fmt!‘]';g
Lebanon and ali Ttself against Israeli
military's action mnl has wounded twa
UN F&nceleep!rs in Lebanon. The
UNIFIL foree called it a “serious develop-
ment” and said the seeurity of UN per-

solu-
tions, and, therefore, nnpal
avaluations.

The writer is an author,
djpromrsndfbmm

must be guaranteed.
Ty Bur:
Chakdaha, West Bengal

500 for the best letter of the
week goes to Ramiji Srivastava

Kishwar Desai

London Diary

Meghan ‘bullied’ &
Boris ‘Unleashed’;
Meera Syal’s tale

with a Lear touch?

ondon s an amazing place nowadays.
Thenuldermi’ldgmlfprrmremmlmgil
becomes, there seems to be a silver

ing in every cloud....

Whllethepnlhh‘:ﬂ'malwaﬂmmhetee-
tering on the edge with the new Prime Minkster,
SHKelrSlsnnernnﬂhinnldﬂwnmm;rmﬂer
attack — from their own members, from
the tiom and the — the UK remains
-, and there is always a kot to see
and do. And to talk about!

nd we can expect more now that Princess
Catherine for Kate Middleton as we know
occasiomally —as

her cancer treatment appears
successfinl. But while we admire her spirit — we.
also learn that an, the Duchess of Sussex,
hnsdeclanrlherse t be one of the most bullied
in the world. These days it certainly is
Iwhareallmnuclnlmeddaa reveal

Influencers of all kinds are much sought after —

eapecially as can lead campaigns. The reve-
latioms from Meghan came during a discussion
about “social media “in which Meghan's organ-

fsation Archewell is ith Pivotal, a

I s working wi
e syt Of m‘?..“”“wmw e
o0 ©

Foundation. These kinds of discussions are

=aid that she faced the worst form of bul
when she was. nt two children.
The irany is that the same social media which

has led to the bullying will now be wsed to lead
the message of on how to deal with it. Oh well.
:.um;‘rxbemleu(themfjewmnﬂluwdﬂs
u " or m not just hecause people
mlkr.lgah:m mme cantent — but because |
also find that that toit
—just like they were once addicted to alcohol or
drugs. Many of them build up profiles hased on
matters dressas

wwﬂwmﬂmhmn‘:\wﬁlﬁgﬂ

Cl'mhhg]psifthe'yﬂevalnpa]argeﬂll

then they can monetise it. But then —
gl mzlve a backlash — d.nn‘t L‘umplainol’
thsgasmsucdnl media everyone

nyway — rt from some wonderful

A exhibl 1nnsa|:\d literature festivals —
continwes to have great theatre,

AndsltheNstlmml’ﬂlesm Lam thrilled to see

that an ald fr , is starring 1na
about an wunsnsi'wailth -

must always be to build member of Pagliamer . (Oct. 12). Email:
trust, and even while pro- (Rajya Sxmw asianage.letters@gmail.com.
of as the by Tanika areal gift to Sir Keir Starmer as both are in the
Gupta, has been a hit. The woman extreme right wing and whi

mingwhiﬂlmunﬂmm‘hdc.m has
reminded spectal King Lear as he flails
about in his obd days. But for many of us — who
are care givers for wonderfiul parents who
are aul?e'rlng the impact of ing (not
Alzheimers but other problem aﬁl&mjn

vary chose to the henrt Especlxl],y poignan
b-ecuuseitshnhnssonmwlnﬂhnlnurhesluil
— not least is the music by Nitin Sawhney.

hlﬂinmuysmhmmmm
aport to watch as the government as
well as the Oppusjt are

they are the least popular nm:n

BulStrKedrlmajm hicky — because w]
his new government lost suppart in public
g.n:emdplion due to mull.iple ml_wtakes, I]le

a oo

tLonl'ura]scth'Jgs e be

thecuulled’puhl I.ond\snlhe

I.end.er
We still await the final decision on the twa
shortlisted ‘bt either of them will be

benrhuwl]l:lnnltmul:le worse!

aris Johnson who was made to ss
PrImeMinlsmhn! nnwpuhllxhed hi

Beumeﬂmtwhamm
melaemuyﬂdnhl!m'lxknuwshewﬂlmm
back and rule over the country once more.
Though whether he will perpetu; be the best
Prime Minister in waiting — only will tell.

gnad news is that the UK has done well
in the Nobel Prize stakes winning in
ph siﬂh;nd. L‘hmdxr.r v. Even mare

the recent test against
Pakistan where England overcame a score of S0

us by Pakistan ing B00. How did that
- Eppen lgase are the silver linings...

meamxwrﬂwlnnmg

and columaist, i alsp
mechmr:fme Panmm Mlseums in
sy ane Delhi,
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Q\\ . = @ THREE YEARS OF GATI SHAKTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
@ PM GatiShakti National Mastar Plan has emerged
[ as a transformative initiative aimed at
5] ] lutionising Indlia’s inf It has significantly

multimodal ctivity, driving faster and
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\ more efficient development across sectors
® FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD REFORM A REGIME OF HIGHLY INEFFECTIVE FOOD AND FERTILISER SUBSIDIES

Search for oil

Global majors will be interested only if the balance
of risk/reward is tempting in the new law

UE TO RISING geopolitical tenslons in West Asla, oll prices

are expected to remain elevated and volatile. With a high

import dependence of 88%, India must make determined

efforts to boost domestic oil production that has been
steadily declining since FY12. In the current fiscal up to August, pro-
duction was almost similar to the corresponding period last fiscal. This
has been falling for various reasons including declining output from
old and marginal flelds. India lacks the technological capability for
deepwater exploration. There have also been no major hydrocarbon dis-
coveries of late elther. The government is selzed of the imperative of
stepping up ol production by incentivising domestic producers and
glabal giants for exploration and production (E&P) and plans to intro-
duce a new law replacing the existing Ollfields (Regulation and Devel-
opment) Act of 1948 in the next session of Parliament, There is also a
sense of urgency to extract more oll before the world switches to other
forms of energy to hit net zero climate targets,

While oil minister Hardeep Singh Puriis optimistic about the interest
of global oil majors like ExxonMobil and Cheveon, little is known about
theircommitments, The government believes that E& P offers investment
opportunities of § 100 billion, but the fact is that the interest of global oil
majors in exploring foroil has so far been constrained by the challenging
imvestment environment including conccms regarding arbitration and
compmwalimlincaseof propriation. Foreign directi inflows

| and I 1o only $8.2 billion from April
2000t0 June 2024, ExxonMobil and Chevron earlier signed MoUs with
the state-owned glant, ONGC, for joint and individual technical studies to
enable E&P in the waters off the east and west coasts, Whether these two
oll majors are Investors or just providers of technological services Is far
from clear."[ sald you come, join Ol India prospecting off the Andamans
waters. Don't make any investment, just come In. We will incentivise
them. And If you strike oil and you are a partner, you will have first right
of refusal,’ Puri told the Financial Times Energy Transition Summit.

The new legislation, which seeks to broaden the definition of mineral
oils that previously included only petrol I natural gas,is ded
to facilitate E&Pin major offshore oil deposits located inr i
hibited or no-go zones. The policy ﬂ:glmc secks to double lhccurm:mcl
area being explored foroll and gas to 500,000 sq kmby 2025 by reducing
the no-go areas in India's exclusive economic zones by 99% and incen-
tivising the discovery of potential basins like in the Andamans, Kutch-
Saurashtra,and Mahanadi at the government’s cost.

Indiahas around 26 sedimentary basins covering anareaof 3,3 million
s kem, of which only seven category 1 basing have established commer-
clal production of oil. Only 10% of the sedimentary basin currently is
under exploration with expectations that it will rise to 15% very shortly
and goonto 309%. In the ninth round of the Open Acreage Licensing I'ol
ley, which was open from January to 8% of the
exploration in the erstwhile no-go zones, cmny,um is the frontier thal
must be tapped if the imp of 1 le output is to
bear fruftion. Amore sobering ma.Hly,huwmr,l.nhm the global oil majors
willl be interested only if the balance of risk/reward s sufficlently tempt-
ing in the new law,

Milton's blow to Disney proves
ESG isn't ‘woke capitalism'

TH! WEATH!I‘I HAS long been a :‘avnmllc scapegoat of executives trying to
earnings.Ci

It's the Iong.hul summer, People drinking less beer than expunndl' Blame it on
raiin during the Eure Cup. Consumers not booking vacations? The heatwave is
keeping would-be travellers at home.

ut s weather has turned more extreme, it's no longer just a convenlent seape-
goat — It really is the problem, Look no further than the destruction wreaked by
Hurricane Milton,which I‘uw:nd Walt D|I|nL")'CD toclose its theme parks in Florida

thisweek.It's 1y only the 10th th enturya hurricane has shut
down Disney World.

The monetary impact for Disneywill 1 e Bl berg Intel-
ligence's Geetha the parkl 1 hi nfup
to § 200 million i 125 million i

Ing its current fiscal quarter.And the effects will linger long beyond the Immudi
ate aftermath of the stormy; Milton eould lower US attendance at Disney’s parks
during the period that closes at the end of the year by an estimated 4 percentage
points, according to Goldman Sachs,

The historlcal data that analysts can point to for context are starting to plle
up.In 2017, Hurricane lrma cost the company §100 millien in operating
income when it closed the parks for two days, cutting into US attendance in
the quarter by about 3 percentage points, according to Goldman Sachs. Hurri-
cane lan led to another two-day closure in 2022 and a $65 million drag, (This
time the closure lasted a day and a half; Disney reopened most of its park oper-
atlons Friday.)

But as theme parks have become an Increasingly
Important part of Dl.unu)"a business, the stakes have

livision,which includes
Disney World and Ihw other parks, generates about a
third of the company's revenue but two-thirds of its
profit, Last yur Disney sald it would nearly double its

World Food Day challenges

CTOBER 16 15 cele-
brated as World Food
Day every year by the
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAOQ) of
the United Nations. It is a reminder of
the commitment made at the highest
level to ensure food and nutritional
securlty of the people living on this
planet. The world has made tremen-
dous progress in producing more food
through large-scale adoption of better
seeds, more [rrgation, higher doses of
fertilisers, pesticides, farm machinery,
ete. This could not have been done
without 1|1cmi=||.ng incentives for
thi i
or higher prices for their pmdul:n ora
mix of some such measures. On this
day, many people who are committed
to the cause of food and nutritional
security, such as sclentists, technalo-
gists, economists, and agri-business-
ﬁunplﬂ.mnm thile viows ta eliminate
unger and malnutrition from this
planet. According to the FAD' State of
Food Security and Nutrition in the World
(S0F1 mpnll{. roughly 2.33 billion peo-
pleon still face moderate to severe food
Insecurlty. This ks a challenge for those
who are committed to providing food
and nutrition securlty toall,

Tha therme of World Food Day this
year |5 "Right to Foods fora Better Life
and a Better Future®, The "Right to
Food" approach of FAO encouraged the
government of India (the United Pro-
gressive Alllance government led by
Manmaohan Singh) to pass the National
Food Sm:urllyxct (MFSA)in 2013, 1t
was to cover roughly two-thirds of
Indian population in providing rice,
wheat, or coarse grains (5 kg/per-
son/month) at €3/kg, t2/kg, and
1 /kg respectively. These prices could
be revised upwards after three years,
keeping inview the ballooning magni-
tude of food subsidy on account of this
Act, and the overall finances of the

ASHOK GULATI

Distinguished professor, CRIEA

government, At that time, the erst-
while Planning Commission had esti-
mated that the headeount poverty
ratio was about 21%, which was con-
tested by some non-governmental
organisations, and later this figure was
revised upwards to about 29% by the
Rangarajan Committee. Even at this
higher estimate of poverty, questions

The present government of the
National Democratic Alllance, led by
Peime Minister Narendra Madl, has
used a different definition of measur-
ing poverty. The Niti Aayog's multi-
dimensional poverty index says that
the poverty ratio declined from
29.13% in 2013-14 to 11.28% in
1013 23,16 this is truly the case, and

are almost 10 times more effective in
ensuring food and nutritlonal security
of our people than free food and highly
subsidised fartilisers and power. Subsl-
dies, when they are abundant and
almost open-ended, become a den of
corruption. ICRIER research shows that
asubstantial part (25-30%) of these
two subsidies, food, and fertilisers
never reaches the intended beneficia-
rles. And if one looks at the inefficlency
in the use of these two subsidies, and
adds that to the leakages, the averall
loss easily goes to 40-50% of the total
amount of resources being spent on
them. This defeats the very purpose of
“Right to Food ",

Can this regime of highly ineffec-
tive food and fertiliser subsidies he

were ralsed by many ec
Including me,when ]wa,sa;partol‘lhal
government, that why
such a highly sub-

ibnul this achlevemen t.whyim wie atLII
distributing free food
to 813 million people?

sidised food be avall-  Ifthe govt can take up  Romember,evenalittle
able to two-thirds of the this challenge, it can ant has towork a lot for
population. make agriculture ensuring its food secu-

The Vajpayee gov- o rity, and you can see
ernment (1998-2004) mana \!Ib.rlrli. them even storing
had reformed the food  climate-resilient, and  food, workinginalong
subsidy regime and nuu-nipu|' ||.|Pi“g to chain with coopera-
made It targeted public overcoma tha curse tlom.  Why can't
distribution  system. humans work and earn
Under that scheme, the of malnutrition and have their basic

antyodaya (most vul-
nerable) people get free
food, while those above that must pay
at least half the minimum support
price (MSP) being paid to the farmer,
and those above the poverty line pay
0% of the MSE. 1 still feel that was the
most rational policy declsion. The
"Right ta Foad” does not mean that
everyone, or two-thirds of the popula-
tion, will get free food. The govern-
ment's job is to make sure that food 1s
easilyavailable and acc But dis-

— (00017 A 2 policy ana-

lyst, | have no problem
if the gevernment wants to glve free
food to even say 15% of the population,
But above that, everyone must pay for
food, Free food beyond this 15% ks noth-
ingelse but a pure political bait forvotes,
And this must be resisted by taxpayers,
Why | am saying so 1s because this ls the
largest subsidy in the Union Budget,and
this, along with fertiliser subsidy, cuts
down miuuch more rational and produc-
in the agri-food space,

tributing free food to more than 800
million people today Is economically
ircational, to say the least.

such as in agri-RED, precision agricul-
ture, micro-nutrients, women's educa-
thon, sanitation, etc. These investments

The short answer is yes, pro-
vided the government hasthe courage
to bite the bullet and have enough lead
time to prepare for its proper imple-
mentation. The lead time ks not many
years, but just six-12 months, and a
group of dedicated people who are
committed to this cause of rationali-
sation. Digitalisation of the agri-food
system can come In very handy in
chalking out a more rational and
robust system that can help achieve
the zero-hunger target of the sustain-
able development goals by 2030, In
this process, beware of engaging road-
side consulting companies, who open
thelr shops to make quick money, and
get contracts from the government
even by greasing palms through their
bureaucratic friends — and they are
mushrooming in India,

If the Mod| government can take up
this ehallenge, it can make Indian agel-
culture more vibrant, climate-resilient,
and nutritious, helping toovercome the
curse of malnutrition. Else, drum-beat-
ing slegans will go on without much
change in the agri-food space.

Views are personal

Commodity derivative market needs a fillip

RAJOSIK BANERJEE
PUNIT AJANI

haad of fin

FRM) and deputy head of ik advisary, &
asseiciate parthes (FRM), KPMG in india

A fresh impetus could help the Indian market
enter the growth trajectory, with joint efforts of
exchanges, market participants, and the regulator

COMMODITY DERIVATIVE TRADING
volumes are rising in India and glob-
ally. However, trading activity is con-
centrated in a few commodities and
exchanges often struggle to ereate Lig-
uldity in new contracts.

Globally, most of the commodity
benchmarks continue to trade on the
exchanges theywere first launched on.
For example, the Chicago Board of
Trade soya bean contract was flrst
launched in 1936 and it is still used as
aglobal benchmark for price reference.
Trading on the londonm Metal
Exchange (LME) can be traced back to
as early as 1877, and LME-traded
industrial metals are still considered
by global companies to set their prod-
uct prices, These contracts were flrst
launched due to a requirement to
manage a new or increased price risk
and succeeded due to the active par-
tleipation of physical market players.
But despite historical success, global
commodity exchanges have seen
mixed success In launching and sus-
taining new contracts,

There is no one-shoe-fits-all strat-
egy when it comes to developing and

which

the derivatives

eningconsumer demand di Inflath

billion over the next decade.

This Is playing out in Florida, where Governor Ron
DeSantis has made Disney the poster child of his eru-
nade against "wole capitalism®. He's turned the state
into the hub of the anti-ESG movement, decrying
companies' environmental, soclal, and governance initiatives as merely a way
for them to impose their left-leaning agendas on the rest of soclety."We want
them to act as fiduclaries. We do not want them engaged on these ideological
joyrides.” DeSantis sald last yearwhen he signed ananti-ESG bill that went far-
ther than any other state's,

Disney's punching bag status for Republicans on an anti-ESG crusade has
spread beyond the state. When Disney acknowledged in its 10-K filing last year
that oneof the risks to lts brand was consumers' perceptionsof its position onthe
environment and soclal issues, Oldahoma Treasurer Todd Russ pounced on it as
evidence to support Oklahoma's own antl-ESG law. "Disney |s a great example of
how putting ESG pDIIcIen over investor eamings is bad for business and doesn't
belong in this arena,” Russ said.

Butas Hurricane 1for business —
and oulrgaanlm do havea I‘Iduclilr' mHPumllJllity to mmbal it Disney is Iiking

toabout $60

BETH
KOWITT

Baambarg

market, Commaodity trading is unigque
as both buyers and sellers are to be
incentivised to come and trade on the
derivative platform. The key reason for
consumers and producers to trade s to
manage their price risk and get better
visibility about future prices. Physical
market players may trade huge quan-

tity; however, they may not trade reg-
ularly and may have limited risk
appetite for higher price volatility,
Hence,we need participation by finan-
clal market players to become coun-
terparties to the consumers and pro-
ducers, They provide the much-needed
liquidity in the market and can help
with easy entry and exit for physical
market players, thereby reducing the
impact cost.

Individually, if we talk about the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange, the
exchange has  soen

India Is a relatively new entrant in

global commodity d
kL't and trade volumes have pleked up
significantly with the intreduction
new Instruments such as options and
I.ndu Futumn However, the Indian
| remaing
:onnmclnd by the concentration of
wolume in a few products, higher cost
of trading, and limited

market awareness.,

India Is a major player in the com-
maodity market and a well-developed
derivative market Is the

e
immense success due to need of the hour for effi-
its century-old presence, L!“ global clent risk management.
large praduct portfolio, the (& di derivative

open market access, and
extensive incentive pro-
grammas, The Interconti-
nental Exchange s a
recent entrant in com-
madity trading but has
benefitted  from  the
acquisition of key trading

Indian ones need to
design a robust
incentive schame to  uction to boost participa-
attract participation  tion. Based on the learn-
in new and
existing contracts

lradl.nglnilndl.aluntlll ata
nascent stage,and there is
a need to take targeted

Ings from International
markets, Indian
mxrhangua can focus on

platforms.,  LME s
another century-old exchange which
has managed to maintain its lead in
industrial metal trading due toa large
base of physical market playersand the
extensive use of LME prices as abench-
mark In the global market. China has
seen a sharp burst in trading activity
recently and has benefitted from the
launch of products across the value
chain and opening of seme key com-
such as crude oil and i
to forelgn participation.

THE EDITOR

Warand peace

There could not have been a warthier
and more deserving recipient of the
Nabel Prize for Peace than the
lapanese anti- nuclear ulgamsdtlon
Hikon Hidan

Hirashima and Magasaki, needs to be
narrated til they are completely
eliminated. The human race has
encuwgh weapons to annihilate itself,
The emergence of automated
weapon systems and artificial
ce-driven warfare could

steps in that direction with effor

ilgnlflcanuy towhatis

Its direct operations by nearly 500 and to purchase or produce anly mm-calbnn
electricity by 2030,

This is ESG's true purpose = not a PR move to paint a brand as a corporate do-
gooder,noran attempt to impose some kind of sockal agenda. It's a strategic deci-
slon and business imperative to protect a company’s assets and ita future,

known as "nuclear taboo®, widely
viewed as “a precondition of a
peaceful future for humanity". The
destructive power of nucleas
weapons, demaonstrated by the US in

hasta; the unthinkabbe if humans
don't show encugh sagacity to prafer
peace aver war and self-destruction,
Nuclear disarmament is the only way
forward if we are to survive, Nihon
Hidankya's cry that the present

ping derivatives in
commaodities in which the country
plays a major role of a price maker.
India plays a major role in determining
prices of commodities like pulses,
sugar, spices, ete,, and the foous can be
on developing derivative contracts on
these commodities,

Also, similar to global exchanges,
the Indlan enes need to design a robust
Incentive scheme to attract participa-
tlon in new and existing contracts.
These schemes should be largely

situation in Gaza and Lebanon is like
Japan B0 years ago resonates with us.
It ks the maral obligation of the
international community to rise as one
and bring the wars toan

=G David Milton, Maruthancode

Double whammy

The index of industrial productian (IP)
numbers have fallen for the first time
in 22 manths and should worry the
governmant, Most agencies are
predicting around 7% GO growth for

focused on new contracts and should
continue until there lsstable growth in
trade volumes,

Given the early stage of Indian
commodity markets, the cost of tead-
ing should be kept at a minlmum. An
Important factor is widening the par-
ticipation base, including with foreign
and financial market players. Another
Important factor s regulation. Glven
the sensitive nature of commaodity
markets, regulatory oversight is a
must. However, the focus should be
only on controlling manipulation,
Volatility in commodity prices cannot
be controlled, given their dynamic
nature and sensitivity to multiple fac-
tars, But constant Intervention can
dissuade new and exlsting market par-
ticipants and arbitrary discontinua-
thon of contracts can adversely impact
the averall abjective of commaodity
derivatives, which s price
risk management.

The importance of the Indian cam-
modity derivative market is evident,
but it needs fresh impetus to enter the
growth trajectory seen by some major
global exchanges, Such an impetus
may come from the combined efforts
of the exchanges, market participants,
anwell as the regulator,

This article is part of an indapen-
dent resoarch study conducted by
KPMG Assurance and uwl’ilru[.l.g
as part of an educarional initiasive
af MCX-1PF

the year, Unless the fall in IIP is
reversed, it would be difficult to
achieve growth as predicted. Ina
double whammy, the rupee has
breached the &4 mark against the
dallar. Export numbers are not up to
the mark and the government must
plug the loophales that prevent us
frem increasing our exparts and
making them competitive,
==hnthony Henriques, Maharashtra
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HE defeat which the Congress
party sulfered in Haryana scems to
have made the party Jose its direction.
Instead of introspection, it has started
Iu'mng u.-lfpnh In a surprising mowe
Kamataka Congress government had
withdrawn the Old Hubballi Polsce Sta-
tion Riots Case against several ADMIM
leaders including Mohammed  Arif,
These keaders were acoused of leading
3 mob that attacked the police, threat-
ened o gorm the police station that
took place on Apeil 16, 2022
The big question is why did Con-
gress whibewash Hubbali riot cases?
‘Why did the Mohabbat ki Dukan of
Congress decide to stand by rioters
rather than then the police officers? The
Chief Minister of Kamataka says the

Congess on the path of se

Geowemmeni bias the right to withdraw
cases, It has the right but there i a ricer,
The police department or the home de-
partrent and the public prosecutor has
al W agre toit. In this case the police
departmeni send a writben recommen-
dation saying the cases should mot be
withdrawn. But the government ac-
cepted the recommeendation of Dy CM
Shivakumar and withdrew the cases,
In politics 2 phas 2 s 22, If we piose to-
gether the developments it s chear that
the Congress has bost its <redsbility and
other partics of bloc INDIA have come
to the conclusion that Congress on its
own can do nothing o defeat the BE:
The AIMIM has two MLAs one in
Malegoan and other in Diwarka ard bas
some corporators in Aurangabad and

Manded corporations. Hemoe Muslim
wvotes hers matter most.

The AIMIM sent feekers saying they
were ready W support bloe INDIA
o Congress withdraws Hubballi riot
cases in which some AIMIM leaders
were irvolved. AIMIM chief Assadiad-
din Owads had publidy stated that
Congress shoukd stop being a pseudo
secular party since on ils own can-
not defeat BIP led by Modi, He sid if
the Congress and bloc INDIA do not
want Phadnavis government again, all
should join hands. The Congress sid
‘Baboolhal' a Poonam Shehrada of
BIF remarked. Well one thing that has
come out from the opposition is that
the Congressalonc i no longer compe-
Imllr‘sdﬁﬂl BIP. This is an important

f-destruction

devlopment.The bloc India partners
beave 2l come 10 the conchusion that
the Congress had proved that it can-
not win any election on ils own after
Illcdnmug.m,duigﬂm Hm-pm
and J&K which were held immedzatel

a‘l’mr}tlol&lbln:hmmhhml?]?
got tamed. Another mistake Congress
committed was saying that it does not
accept peoplesverdict in Flaryana polls.
Whe the hell are they to insult the vot-
ers and the mandate they gove? What
should one call this? Madness or im-
maturity of Congress party which has
grey-haired leaders in their seventies
and eightics? Or is it amogance?

The Congress headers tried to de-
fend the undcfendable siying that BIP
government in Kamataka withdrew

385 cases dusing their tenure between
2019- 2023, Agreed the BIP committed
2 Blursder but why follow bad examples.
‘What is more shocking is that while the
police were opposed 1o withdrasal of
<ases, Congress leaders sy the rioters
wereinnocent. Wha are they to centify?
It is 2 muatter the coun should decide
not political parties. Let’s besedly recall
ihe case. A Muslim mob had

outside the (8d Hubballi Police Station
onthe night of Apail 16, 2022 to protest
against a derogatory social media post
and later went on a rampage damag-
ing police vehicks and public prop-
ertyFour policemen were injured in
the stoee pelting and ricting that took
place. The police had to resort to lathi
«charge. 13t is not a policy of appease-
ment what dlse is it? Nowonder, the B
s been lashing at the Comgress saying
they are urban Naxalites and new Mus-
lirn Jesgue party.

) LETTERS

P Maruiknagiuxa Rao

orestry COMmes

A‘:) the forefront of

scussions with the
release of a working paper
titled ‘Agro forestry: Missin,
Trees for the Forest” reke
by the Economic Advisory
Council to the PM in the last
week of September. Agrofors
estry is the practice of inten-
tionally combining trees and
shrubs with agriculiure and
animal farming to create en-
vimnmental, econamic, and
social benefits, It has been
practiced for centuries in the
United States and arcund the
world At present, agrofor-
estry covers around 3.65%
of Indiss geographical area,
spread over about 28.4 mil-
lion ha, while 16.96% of the
area is still categorised as
wasteland,

Some vahuble recommen-
sations in the paper such as
the concept of tree ownership
in place of land ownership,
wse of modern technologies
and single window clearance
are certain o create positive
impact on the agroforestry
sector,  However,  making
conservation-oriented  far-
estry and regulatory regime
s squarely responsible for
limiting agro forestry growth
and keeping country import-
dependent 5 not backed by
relevant fasts and proper evi-
dence. As the recommenda-
tions made in this regand oo
not capture the concerns of
various stakeholders other
than requirements of the in-
dustries, it becomes neces-
sary for wider consultations
before they take a shape of an
approved policy of the gov-
ernment,

Misconceptions  about
conservation first appeoach:
The document is premised
on a basic tenet that there
is tremendous. potential for
agroforesiry growth and the
same could not be realised
due 1o stringent regulations

and conservation-led  for-
estry. The coverage of about
28 million hectares of tree
crops, which is 17% of the
cropped area as against the
ghobal average of 43% forms
the basls for showing under-
utilization of potential This
convenient example masks
a stunning fact that the per
capita agricultur] bnd in
our country is far les, that
is one-ourth of the global
average, thus allowing no
digression from  placiny

Eolgdmpmducnnn s the mf

REJUVENATING AGROFORESTRY

NEED OF HOUR: RIGHT INTERVENTIONS

mmsammsmmmﬂm
with agrofores.ry (FAO, 2021, raditional wood-based

artisans and forest-dep

the primary stakeholder group should take preced

‘over e damands s A i policy
a_..n. The

dcrImdsoﬂm lunm hchdl nhm rlu:luln o
in

mast priority and providing
no ronm for expansion of
agraforesary beyond certain
limit. It is a misseading, if
someone dates that National
Forest Palicy (NFF), 1988 is
aimed at increase of forest
and treecover and restricting
to fdling of trees outside the
forests without the forest de-
partment approval. There is
not any mention about such
legal restrictions in the policy
document and they were in
cxistence much earlier toit.
The primary focus of the
1988 palicy was to relinguish
pro-industry approach and
commercial orientation o
five way to conservation first
approsch  and  sustainable
forest management merhnd

g price g

min 1 price, strict

enforcement of forest laws to amestillicitleakage of material
from forests so as to maintain price stability

will obrioudy have isues
with this policy as it had put
an end to concessional raw
material supplies from forest
inorder to give preference 1o
the needs of the local com-
munitics and poos

Supreme  Court
pudgement [1996) pertains
o imposing restrictions on
unmegulated felling of trees
in natified forests and other
non-notificd  forests  with
natural growth having eco-
logical  significance.  This
judgement has nothing o do
w'(h mammdn plantations

and other high valued na.
tive trees some interesting
grounds are shown. These
grounds do not stand to rea-
son, First, nativity and the
abundance in natural forests
need not necessarily favour
cultivation by the farmers as
the suitability of a gpecies is
determined on the basis of
various factors such as fast
wrowth, high yields, market-
ing demand and financial
viahility. This is the reason
why some tree species like
Eucalyptus, Poplars, Sub-
abal, Camuarina and other
i,

aiming a1
stability, ecological security
and fulfilment of basic needs
of local communitics. The
policy prescribes disconting-
ation of forest raw material
supplies to industries at con-
cessional rates and compd
the industries 10 meet raw
material requirements from
alternative sources like cap-
tive plantations andfor ag-
ricultural lands by forging
links with farmers to grow
requined tree crops, Had this
policy not been in plice, such
a d wih of agro

farms,
Theese |wn Imporm{l sheps
have not only acted as sav-
fours of the environment and
natural heritage for grester
good of the people but abo
stimulated the growth of
agro forestry by way of re-
ducing competition  from
supply side on one hand and
enhancing the demand for
raw materials on the other,
Any measures o undo the
results of these two land
mark initiatives ane not only
rqmssu\'c but alse counter-

fiorestry with ’hmrr—:’ndus—
try collaboration (3.9 million
hectares of Eucalyptus alone)
«could not have been possible.
But wood-based  indusiries

to agro forestry
gm1h.

wrm  native tree
crops for agro forestry- rel-
evance:  In order fo jus-
tify deregulation of Teak

occupy & i place in
agro forestry lhmlsh they
are not indigenous to the
coumtry. It is misleading 1o
say that high price of teak
as compared to Evcalyptus
for the same unit can resub
more income to the farm-
eri as both have different
maturity periods and Mean
Annual Increment (MAI)
growth values, Third, the
statement that Teak provides
an opportunity to push our
country from being import-
dependent to being an ex-
port leader can gain validity
only if ome can explain as 1o
Twow the future (anticipated)
production that will be after
along period of time can ad-
diress the present problem of

Il\‘)Pﬁn’(i

1f Teak cubtivation starts
now, the yidd of low to me-
dium value timber can be
expected afler 25 10 35 years
(For high value it & more
thean S0years), provided good
inputs and cultural practices

owed. Given, a case
study showing the filure of
investment based Teak plan-
tathons in the past, a cautious
approach on promoting teak
plantations in private farms
especially in the lands of
small and marginal farmers
becomes necessary, During
19905 around 3,600 planta-
tion companies (Aiyer, 1988)
promoted the schemes of
planting teak and other valu-
able long term tree species by
mobilising investments from
public with an asurance o
provide handsome returns
from the timber harvested
after 20 years, These schemes
reslted neither in provid-
ing the promised returns to
investors nor made a posi-
tive socho-ecomomic impact
on the rural poor and rural
cconamy (Baloni, 2000),

Past experience of liber-
alising the regulations - a
need for study: The report
cites the case of Bamboo
which was liberalised from
the regulations in 2017 with
a principle to promode s
production and  curb ille-
gal fdling as an example to
Justify similar action for the
species like Teak, It would be
useful 1o launch a detailed
study 1o find owt the rea-
sons for resulting into no
substantial increase in cul-
tivation and tion of
Bamboo in hms even
after seven years and leading
1o sharp decrease in Bamiboo
earing forests w0 the extent
of 10,594 sq KMs from 2019
10 2021 (IFSR, 2021} before
suggesting such measures to
other species. It is needless
10 say that Teak with its bong
growth cycle will have more
challenges as compared to

Free Fortified Rice for a Healthier India

here was a time when
Indids food security
was a ghobal concern, today
India is providing solutions
for ghobal food and nutrition
security” - Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Dur
dias 75th Independence Day,
Prime  Minister Narendra
Modi emphasised the need to
combat malnatrition, under-
scoring that every sitizen, ¢s-
pecially the underprivileged,
aleserves access 10 nutritious
food for a healthier, stronger
India. In line with this vision,
committed to ensuring the
helistic nutritional well-be-
ing of the people, the Union
Cabinet recently gave its ap-
proval to distribute fortified
wice under all government
schemes. It marks a signifi-
cant milestone in realizing
the Prime Minkster’s vision
for a malnutrition-free India.
The Cabinet has taken a
pivotal decision to extend the
universal supply of fortified
rice under all government
welfare schemses, incuding
the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMG-
EAY), from July 2024 until
Drecember 2028, It approved
of the implementation of the
Rice Fortification initiative
under the various schemes of

&
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& e
' L

Financial Overview
of Fortified Rice Distribution

1 2019-20 to March 2024:
A0G lakh metric tonne rice distributed

' July 2024 to December 2028:
Total financial cutiay 17082 Crore

' 100% funding by the Central Government

7 8O Crore Citizens will De benefitted

the government as a central
seclor initiative o be 100%
funded by the Government
of Indla. The existing mecha-
nism of meeting the cost Lo-
wands the supply of fortified
rice as a part of PMGKAY
(Food Subsidy) under the
already approved allocation
of 1179859 crore of the
PMGKAY Scheme has been
given go-ahead.

This initiative alms to
provide vulnerable popula-
tions with enhanced nutr-

tion by distributing fortified
rice enriched with essential
micromutrients such as iron,
folic acid, and vitamin Bi2.
The distribution will follow
the standards set by the Food
Safety and Standards Author-
ity of India (FSSATL
According to the World
Health Organizations meta-
analysis, rice  fortification
can reduce the risk of iron
defickency by 35%. With an
estimated annual outhy of
Rs 2,565 crore, this inRiative

has the potential to avert 16.6
million  Disability-Adfusted
Life Years (DALY3) per year,
resulting in healthcare sav.
ings equivalent to Rs 49,800
erore in GDP lems.

Since the launch of the rice
fortificatbon pilot scheme in
15 states in 2020, the pro-
gramme has seen significant
progrss. Betwesn  2019-20
and March 31, 2024, ap-
proximately 406 hkh metric
tonnes of fortified rice were
distributed through the PD§,
enhancing the nutritional
intake of millions across the
country.

In February 20016, the
MaWCD (Ministry of Wom-
en and Child Devdopment)
highlighted  rice  fortifica-
tion 1o combat malnutrition
and anaemia, focusing on
children, Women,
and lactating mothers, with
involvement from key stake-

L1 gie
St
hobders  like  Ministry of
Health and Family Welfane
{MoHFW), Foed Carpara-
tion of Indss (FCT), National
Institste of Nutrition (NIN),
Indian Courscil of Madical
Research (ICMR), and the
Food Safety amd Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI).
A task force by the Ministry
recommended  mandatory
rice fortification in govern-
ment programs via FCI, with
phased  implementation in
May 2016

In March 2024, 100%
ooverage of the distribution
of fortified rice has been
achicved, and custome-milled
rice has been replaced with
fortified rice under all gov-
emment schemes. Custom-
milled rice has been
with fortified rice in every
scheme of the Government
and 100% coverage of dis-
tribution of fortified rice has

Bamboo for attaining suc-
cess,

Halistic approach - need
of the hour: The concerns
and needs of 5 million farm-
ers asociated  with
forestry (FAQ, 2021), tradi-
tional wood-based artisans
and forest-dependent com-
munities who constitmte the
primary stakeholder group
should take precedence over
the demands of indh

Congress refuses to learn lessons

UB: Bold Talk by V Ramu Sarma: Humility is true key
to success - Congress shall mend its ways (October
12, 2024}, The Haryana poll oulcome gave a tremendous
boastioEIbemll essly plan and unleash a no holds
ign in Maharashtra and other states
where elections are due shortly. The exit poll predictions
and psephologists were proved wrong, Congress vainly
tried to project farmers” agitation at Singur border as
farmers’ disenchantment with the Centre, and attempted
1o playan exclusive Jat card, 'hamnsnm-hrDBC and SC/
5T that kiired, The overcon-
fidence reality must serve as a gmd lesson for all = BIP
inchuding.

S Lakshrui, Hyderabad
e

N the recent months, the Congress had won only Telan-
gana and Karnataka clections, Tt could not make a dent
in the nonh. While the BJP had won 8 state assembly
elections in the kst one year. In the recently held Hary-
ana and J&K elections, the Congress was overconfident
based on the resubts of the exit polls. |1, farmers and
Sikhs votes were more relied upon. But its performance
was far below satisfactory. Less sabd about its perfor-
mance in J&K the betier. The BIP had increased its vote
share there. Furthermare, Rahul Gandhi's speech in US,
denigrating India, painted him badly. Seniors in party are

sidelined. It has become a dynastic party.
Sravaa Ramachandran, Chennal.

Historic education initiative in TG

THE Telangana government has created history in ed-
wcation by bringing out Young India Integrated Resi-
dential Schools all over the state, one in each legislatune
constituency, for quality education for poor among all
castes and religions (THI 12/10). It's the most progressive
idea to bring all stadents from dass fourth 1o tenth of all

while working out policy
recommendations  pertain-
ing to agro forestry, The de
mands of the farmers include
Tobust gnechani

castes, and religion under a single roof un-
like in present sctup with with seperate hostels to different
castes and religions, which ereates gap among stadents of
different castes and religion. Revanth Reddy and his cabi-
m:t colleagues deserve compliments for their reforms in

preven
cartelisation  of  industiries
in price determination, in-
troducing price guarantee/
minimum  support  price,
sirict enforcement of forest
lanws o arnest illbcit beakage of
material from forests so as fo
maintain price stability (Ag-
ricultural Marketing Depart-
mwent, 2006),

If there are genuine prob-
lems with regasd 1o regula-
tory regime, certainly there
will be ways to address them
without harming the long
term interests of the emvi-
ronment, There is a great
hope that the Authors, wh
have good reputation in their
fields, will exercise their wis-
dom and revisit the proposal,
capture the concerns of all
the primary  stakeholders
and make the recommenda-
thons complete, inclusive and
halistic one, Let us not ferget
that saving of matural forests
is of paramount importance
for the very survival and
wellbeing of the present and
future  generations,  liveli-
hood security of the forest
dependent  communitics of
400 million people (TERI
2005) and for averting cata-
strophic events like recent
Waynad disaster,

(Whiter is Former Head

of Forest Farce, Andhra
Pradest; views expressed are
persoral)

been achieved by March,
2024, Fortification is the pro-
cess of enriching food wh.h
essenaial nis,

Jayaprakash Reddy, Nalgonda

Brilliant ericket from England team

HE duo Root and Brook have anchored their phe-
nomenally successful batting skills that paved for
England’s massive first innings lead that proved insur-
mountable for Pakistan, ultimately deciding the outcome
of the match. Pakistans inability to take 20 wickets and
their second-innings batting collapse were cited as key
factors in their loss. The root of the viclory is Roots pa-
tience shown and his runs scored which doubled Pak’s
problems. The cricket world credits England bowlers for
their brilliant efforts and the record-breakd i
between Joe Root and Harry Brook for ibﬁmim
tory. The English bowlers on the other hand restricted Pa-
kistan to 220 runs with their impressive bowling display
and bowling performances induding debutant Carse and
Leach are notable.
Rajis Killuru, Kakinach.

Serapping old vehieles a good policy

HE Telangana government has announced a com-
mendable Voluntary Vehicle Fleet Modernisation
Palicy (VVMP), This policy aims to phase out “end-of-life
vehicles” and under the programme, owners who scrap
cars older than 15 years will receive a tax break when pur-
chasing a new vehicle in the same category. The initiative
Teas abso garnered support from major automobile com-
jpanies, reflecting a collsborative effort to improve both
the enviromment and public welfare. Scrapping older
vehicles, which are significant contributors to dust parti-
des and hazardous pollutants, will greatly reduce air pol-
lution, promote deaner air, lower carbon emissions, and

enlance road safety.
Snikitha Nadupalli, Fyderabad

Voters’ verdict in Haryana is perplexing

ARYANA, the farmers agitation for the repeal of
the three contentions farm laws and legal safeguards
for Minimum Support Price, the protest of female wres-
thers in Delhi demanding the arrest of a BIP MP accused
of molestation, and the perceived flaws in the Agniveer

such as vitamins and miner-
als, to inprove s nutritional
value,  Food  fortification
has been used globally as a
safe and effective measure
to address ansemia and mi-
cromstrient  malnutrition in
the vulnerable population.
According to the 2008 Co-
penhagen  Consensus, food
fortification is one of the top
three priovitics for developing
nations and plays a vital role
in combating malnutrition,
In India, Fortification has
proven successful in the past.
For instance, iodized salt has
signifiantly reduced Jodine
deficiency and diseases like
goitre,

According to the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS-
3) condusted between 2019
and 2021, anaemia remains
a prevalent issue in India. In
addition 10 Iron deficiency,
other vitamin-mineral defi-
chencies such as Vitamin B12
and Folic acid continue to
co-exist and affect the health
and productivity of the popu-
lation, To address these chal-
lenges, the government has
undertaken significant steps,
induding the distribution of
fortified rice. Why rice? Be-
cause in India, rice is a staple
for 65% of the population.

scheme, bined with strong ¥ @ dire
uncmplo}'mem situation and the soaring prices of essen-
seemed to § dise the ruling party’s

tln:lnml prospect. Drespite the dnllrrw,cs. the BJP won,
notching up even more seats. Pe elements such as
caste, class, Khaps, virulent Hindutva and anti-Muslim
rthetoric edipsed other considerations.

Haridasan Rajar, Kozhikode

thehansreader@gmail.com
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Two accused released on bail

given warm reception
VIJAYAPURA: Pro Hindu organisations extended warm
welcome to sccused in murder of noted Kannada writer
Gauri Lankesh on Saturday on their arrival to native vil-
lage. The Bangalore Sessions Court has granted conditional
bail 1o two accused in the high-profile 2017 murder case of
journalist and activist Gauri Lankesh. The case, which has
Men an going for Over six years, s 8 total of 25 arrests,
d Manohar Yaday from
\’Jpvap\ua'Bmhmmmn mpan of the group accused
of being involved in the murder, have now returned home
after their release on bail, sparking a controversial recep
donhylocdpm!—]’l:du ni.ﬂxmnﬂﬂol‘(iauli
I;mlembﬂs 2017, sent shockwaves across the
:nllon. was a vu:alcrtlco‘fng]l: -wing extremism
and her assassination drew condemnation. The
murder took place in Bengaluru during the tenare of the
Congress government led by then Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, who ordered the formation of a Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) to investigate the case.

Read more at B
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 13

THE DELHI High Court last week issued di-
rections aimed at improving the availability
of so-called “orphan drugs", which are med-
ications used to treat “rare diseases” — de-
fined by the World Health Organization
(WHO) as a debilitating, lifelong condition
that affects 1 or fewer pecple in LOOO,
Around 55 medical conditions — inchued-
ing Gaucher's disease, Lysosomal Storage
Disorders (L50s), and certain forms of mus-
cular dystrophy — are classified as rare dis-
eases in India The National Registry for Rare
and Other Inherited Disorders {NRROID)
started by the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has the records of 14,472
rare disease patients in the country.
Therapies are available for bess than 5% of

rare diseases, leading to bess than 1 in 10 pa-
tients receiving disease-specific cane, Existing
treatments are often very expensive, While
the Centre provides financial assistance o
various Centres of Excellence | CoE ) for treat-
ment, stakeholders have gone to court o
highlight challenges in acoessing funds,

Categories of rare diseases
InIndia, di
three groups based on the naru:c and com-
plexity of available treatment opticons.
Group 1 includes diseases that can be
treated withia cne-time curative procedure,
Group 2 diseases require long-term or life-
long treatment which are relatively less
costly and have shown documented bene-
fits, but patients need regular check-ups.
Gmnp 3 diseases are those for which effec-
are available, but th

pensive and must often continue lifelong.

EXPLAINED

WHAT ARE ‘DRAGON DRONES', BEING
USEDINRUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR?

A DEADLY new weapon has taken to the
skies in the Russia-Ukraine war. Bath
.m:lcs have pnstl:d visuals of drones ap-

fire ing this
wv:apun the moniker of “dragon drone”.
What theese drones are spewing, how-
ever,isamolien metal that bums at 2427
degree Celsius.

What are 'dr: drones?

Dragon drones essentially release a
substance called thermite — a mixture of
aluminium and iron oxide — which
was developed a century ago to weld rail-
road tracks.

‘When ignited | usually with the help
of an electrical fuse), thermite triggers a
self-sustaining reaction that is quite dif-

Lk
inin May 2024, myr

rainians soldiers testing a drone

ficult to extinguish. It can burn through

almost anything, from clothes o trees to

military-grade vehicles. It can even bum
. ire

parcel ofbath the Allies and Ads foroes aer-
ial barmibing campaigns, Acconding to some

estimates, thy

30 mil-

4

possibily fatal, burns and bone damage. li
“Combining thermite with high-pre-
cision dromes that can bypass traditional
defences makes dragon drones highly ef-
fective’ and ‘dangerous’,” Al fozeera
quated the United Kingdom-based anti-
wiar advocacy organisation Action on
Armed Vielence | AQAV) as saying.
Dragon drones are believed to have
been first deployed in the Russia-Ulcraine

and another 10 million on Japan during
‘World War II. Thermite hand grenades
weere alse used during the war to disable
artillery pieces, without an explosion,

In modern conflict, thermite is most

often used by espionage agents, or spe-
cial operations teams due toits ability o
burn intensely but without a bang,

T y

war around September, According toa re-
port by The New York Times, Ukrainian
forces used them to “ignite the vegeta-

TM use nh]mrmltrm War is not pro-
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Issues in the treatment of ‘rare diseases’, and

There are challenges in sebecting the right
beneficiaries for these treatments,

Current funding policy

In 2021, the Mational Palicy for Rare
Diseases | NPRDY was launched, under which
financial assistance up to Rs 50 lakh is pro-
vided to patients receiving treatment at an
identified CoE. The CoEs inchade

b
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IF there are questions of current or conternporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained @indianexpress.com

what the govt can do

ni which s used
| From its governing authority.
In August 2024, the government told
Parliament that financial assistance of Rs 24
:mm had been mluamd to CoFs Fm treating
until

rent financial year, Before that, Rs 315 crore,
Rs 34.99 crore, and Rs 74 crore was released
im 2021-22, 2022-23, and

and manuhal:runng these

under the Patents Act of 1970, allow a third

dn.gi mlndlal:uuid help bri rices,
bur the governmient will have to offer incen-
tives such as tax breaks o mmp.mics

par ture them against payment
nFa myalrym the patent holder. The govern-
ment can also acruine patents to ensure the

rare dli icines by pa-
tients dom not attract customs duty, but
companies that bring these drugs o India
still pay 1% oustoms duty and 125 GST, Delhi
High Court has now set a deadline of 30 days

ed an order

ilability of medicines if the patent hobder
does not provide them The court said there
wasn't enough research and development in
the fiebd of rare diseases, and stressed that
negotiating with pharma companies and
boosting domestic efforts could help lower
costs of treatment.

W Delays and red tape in decision mak-
ing is another problem, The Mational Rare
D:scms Committee meeting in June 2023

delay in getting approval from

medicines for rare dis-

AIIMS in Delhi, PGIMER in EXPLAINED 2023-24 respectively, Further,  to process the necessary exemptions for
Chamdigarh and the Institute of Rs 35 crore has been rebeased  these medicines under the custome, GST, and
Postgraduate Medical HEALTH for purchasing equipment to Income Tax Laws,
Education and Research at improve patient cane services, W On January 3, 2019, the Department of
Kolkata's S5KM Hospital. Pharmaceuticals undn the Union Ministry
The following year, the Health Ministry ~ Cost of orphan drugs of Chemicals s

opened a Dlgltal Pnnal lorErmnirunmng& lManymudlclmsand therapies fisrrare  Freeingorphan drugs from price controls. The
Voluntary Dy about  diseases themvery  High Court expressed concern over this ex-
patients i el hi i The market forthesedrugsis small — emption, saying “the position cannot con-
costof d bankdetails of the CoEs.  and the costs are high, sophar-  tinue in this manner”,
Donors Emchmﬁcthl_‘l’ﬂ: treat-  maceuti i don't find it prof- mlf

wort EachCoFEalsohas ce them, i ice eases are not available, the govemment can,

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAL OCTOBER 13

SEVEN MONTHS after he was cleared of all
charges of alleged Maodst links and released
from jail after nearly a decade, former Delhi
University professor G N Saibaba passed
away on Saturday in a Hyderabad hospital,
‘where he was undergoing treatment.

The 57-year-old had a 90 percent disabil-
ity chue to a polio infection contracted during
his childhood, leaving him paralysed from
the waist down, Upon his release from
Magpar jail on March 7, he spoke about the
health complications he faced while incar-
cerated, During that period, Saibaba's fam-
ily and lawyers often raised concerns and
made applications in court aboat his deteri-
orating health and the delays in treatment.

The case and conviction

On September 12, 2013, a team of
Mal ioe rai i idence
in Delhi, where he was an assistant profiessor
atRam Lal Anand College, Police arrested him
on May 9, 2004, claiming he was an active
member of the banned organisation
Cnmmulusl Party of India (Maoist) (CFl-M).

tion that Russian troops wse for cover and

feri However,

the use of such mCL‘ndlary weapons
against civili

burn it out, exposing them and their
equipment to direct attack.” Soomn, the
Russians too began o produce and de-
ploy their own dragon drones,

Has thermite been used in weapons
before?

Yes Thermite was used in both world
wars. During World War |, German zep-
pelins dropped tl\elmltr—iadnn bombs

the

Convention on Certain Con\lunt]uml

arrested as well,
The police claimed they wene al](ﬂ M

EXPLAINED

Saibaba’s decade-long trials

Saibaba was charged for alleged Maoist links in 2014 and remained in jail for nearly 10 years, The Bombay
HC acquitted him twice over questions of procedural lapses, and his lawyers also flagged his health issues

G N Saibaba, 57, was an assistant professor at Delhi University, Abfinay Sahafite

the Drug Controller General of India (DCCH)
fior LIS-hased Sarepta Therapewtics to sell its
medicines in India. AlIMS and other CoEs
were importing the drugs through distribu-
tors for patients, and the delay was impact-
g treatment.

listed on Saturday, a non-working day. A
bench comprising Justice M R Shah and
Justice Bela Trivedi suspended the high court
order, stating that the decision to clear the
accused on the grounds of invalid sanction
needed to be considered in detail,

Saibaba’s lawyers argued that even as the
court suspended the order, it could have
granted him bail pending proceedings, con-
sidering his medical condition. However, the
court refused,

Six months later, on April 19, 2023, the
Supreme Court sent back the case toithe high
court to consider all issues rised in the ap-
peal and decide the case on merits, The state
had argued that the high court did not con-
sider merits in its previous order,

The second acquittal

Mearly a year later, the high court again ac-
quitted Saihaba and others on March 5, 2024,
observing that holding a trial under UAPA

would amount toa “failure o justice™,

While holding the sanction as imalid, the
court said that the independent authority, the
Directorate of Prosecution, had only given a
“half- THTUTILICAtion i justify B~
ommendation o grant sanction, On Saibaba, it
said, “In sum and substance, the prosecution
against accused No.6 G N, Samlmwanmf

memberswho hatched acri
o wag: wr agalmt t}m Covemmcnt urlndla

pons — Cold War-

under the auspices of the Umhud Nahons

hat it

of violenoe,

Thecourt faults in the pro-

It alleg:d that Saibaba was found to p

tronic gadget:

“The problem

is rather indiscriminate,” Marina Miron,
a military expert from King's College
Londamn, told DW, *Therefore, while it is
not banned per se, Protocol 11 of the
Convention on Certain Conventional

which werec
that time,

By World War II, thermite-laden high
incendiary explosives became a part anid

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PHEF.IRITIM

Weapons
military targets, given the fact that this
munition can produce severe burns and
respiratory injuries,” ENS

use tostricthy

VAJIRAM & RAV
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2 Months + 8 Months MSP
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UTTARARANGARAJAN
NEW YORK, OCTOBER 13

1M 2016, Han Kang's The Vegetarian became
the first Korean language novel to win the
Man Booker International Prize. A deeply

2 Years + B Months MSP
16TH NOVEMBER 2024
8, o

12 Months
NOVEMBER 2024

lhoyal Swedish Academy Iauﬂnd Han ‘{u!

her

torical and
human life”,

Han was bom in Gwangju in 1970 m a
literary family. Her father is a celebrated
novelist, and both er brothers are writers,
Seoul and Han

e fragility of

ook about th In 1980 th
of quiet but absolute resistance, The  wenton tostudy Korean Literature at Yonsei
ian focuses on housewife Yeong-Hye  University, Though Han has been publish-

and her decision to stop eating meat,
Colonidalism, patriarchy, viodence and meat

a8 var-
ious family members — Yeong Hye's con-
trolling hushand, her obsessive brother-in-
lavs, aned her overwhelmed sister — respond
to \'bun.g H_w.- 5 wgetarlamsm and her

ing since 1993, The Vegetarian — first pub-
lished in 2007 — was her first novel to be
translated into English.
Han's writing constitutes a
diverse body of work

Humml Acts (2014) explores the

yuwuqb aplant.
The Vegetarian marked Han's ascen-

re of 1980, when peaceful
student demonstrations were violently

danqrm the Anglophc here, then the

d by the Korean military. The

Nebel Prize in Literature, awarded on
October 10, conferred global recognition
to her entire body of work, Han is also the
first South Korean Literature laureate. In a
press release announcing the award, the

‘White Book( 2017 | utilises visceral imagery
and a fragmented structure to ponder the
death of the narrator's newborn sister, In
Greek Lessons (translated into English in
2023 ), a woman who has lost the ability to

Mn!]lmratum.cmmspondm between
members, and video clips of their meetings,

On March Tl‘ 2m3, Sabaha and five others

Ot under
various charges, mrJu:Imgllm anti-terrorlaw
Unlawfusl Activities {Prevention) Act [LIARA).
He was sentenced to life imprisonment.

The court said that though the wheel-
chair-bound Saibaba was disabled, there was
no ground to show him lendency as he was
“mentally fit™ and a “think rank and high-
profile leader” of CPE-M. His lawyers angued
that the entire trial was vitiated, as the
mandatory sanction Necessary o prosecute
anacrused under LAPA was only granted af-
ter trial began, However, the court did not
consider this valid, An appeal was then filed
before the Bombay High Court.

The first acquittal

OnOctober 14, 2022, Saibaba and hisco-
accused were cleared of all charges by the
Nagpur bench of the Bombay High Court,

cedure followed by the i i
concerning the grant of sanction under
LIAPA It held that the proceedings before the
trial court were "null and voic™, as there was
novalid sanction. Even as the police argued
that the imvalidity or absence of the saniction
isa “ourable defect”, the court held that every
legislatively provided safeguard, however
minuscule, must be “zealously protected”,

The court held that the sanction to pros-
eoute Saibaba was received on April 6, 2015,
By this time, the court had already framed
charges against the accused and examined
the first witness. Section 45 1) of LLAPA states
that no court shall talke cognizance of any of-
fence under LUAPA without the previous
sanation of the central or state government
or any officer authorised by it,

The Act also states that an authority ap-
pointed by the government shall make anin-
dependent review of the evidence, before
rec gz if & sanction can b d
The high court dealt in detail with the begis-
lature's intent in inserting the requirement
of a sanction, and the necessity of an inde-

0131, (e]:]8 PRIZES 2024 |
Han Kang: Empathetic explorer of historical trauma and personal loss

NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE

Han Kang at a press conference in Seoul, South Korea,

in Novernber 2023, Reuers

speak learns ancient Greek from a teacher
wh is slowly losing his vision. We Do Not
Part (2025 recovers and reframes the his-
tory of the Jeju massacre through the kensof
female relationships.

ON MONDAY:
THE SVERIGES
RIKSBANK
PRIZEIN
ECOMOMIC
SCIENCES IN
MEMORY OF
ALFRED NOBEL,
2024

Yet, certain themes recur thmuglwur
Han's writing, Her novels foc

pendent review:,

“The siren song that the end justifies the
means, and that the procedural safeguards
are subservient to the overwhelming need
toensure that the accused is prosecuted and
punished, must be muzzled by the voice of
Rule of Law," the division bench of Justices
Rohit Deo and Anil Pansare said. The court
said it was also conscious of the deathofone
accused person, named Pancdu Narote, dur-
img the pendency of the appeal while in judi-
cial custody in 2022, after he contracted
swine flw. His appeal was also allowed,

Long wait for release

After the high court order was pro-
nounced on October 14, 2022, on a Friday
morming, the Maharashira government im-
mediately moved an urgent appeal before
the Supreme Court by that evening, men-
tioned by the Solicitor General of India. By
then, Eamily members of those cleared of the
charges, including Saihaba, had begun with
the redease formalities at Nagpur jail.

Arrangements foranunprecedented spe-
cial sitting were made and the matter was

to the violent physicality of her warld, In
one scene her father, a veteran of the
Vietnam War, reads her dietary choice asa
challenge to the patriarchal control that he

Han has i that she

valid sanction is al: itiated"

Thee court also q.msnunﬂd the credibility
of his house being searched, It noted that the
palice chose an illiterate person io be an in-
dependent “panch’ — awitness mandated to
be present during search procedures —
though many "highly educated witnesses”
would have been available, his residence be-
ing on a university camipus, Further, the po-
lice had not proved any conspiracy o com-
mit a terrorist act. He was then released.

Pleas on health grounds

Asearly as ayear after his armest, Saihaba's
laneryers submitbed that he had faced health
complications, including in his kidney and
gallbladder. He was granted temporary bail
by the High Couwrt in June 2015 on medical
grounds, saying that if not released, there
wasa chance that his life would be at risk. In
December, he was directed to surrender
himself to Magpar jail.

In 2016, the SC granted bail again, consid-
ering his medical condition, and said that the
state oppasing his bail was “extremiely un-
fair” as he had never misused his bail previ-
ously. Following his conviction under LARA,
Saibaba was armested again.

Han is also a biographer of
women's experiences
The White Book examines the poetry of

wrote 4 to ask if it was “possi
humans o live a perfectly innocent life in
|a] vialent world"”,

Hurman Acts meditates on the murder of
15-year-old Dong-ho by focusing each
chapter on a different person impacted

life and death that surrounds pregnancy
and childbirth. In gorgeous, evocative prose,
Han explores the unsettling dimensions
of mourning a sister whom the narrator
never knew,

Han's women are quietly stubbom, they
mmhmrqunsmnm,gand agmcymways

by his short life. Han fi thy uses
second person narration toimmerse read-
ers in the bleak and disoriented lives of
her characters,

We Do Mot Part anchors its cxpmnun
of historical frauma to the i lives
of three women, Kyungha, Inseon, and
Inseon's late mother, Inseon’s mother is
traumatised by her memaories of the eju
miassacre, and the novel unfolds how these

that might not register
inism. They tend to trouble patriarchal
structums through acts of Mgatlon and
In
narrator doesn't "like taking up space” and
has "no wnsll to disseminate herself”, In
Yeong-Hye deci

nte herself from meat and eventually
humanity, a choice that is met with violent
reprisals from her husband, father, and
|

jective and personal experiences that arise
From contesxts of trauma, brutality and loss.
Yeong-Hye's vegetarianism is a response

daughter. fcrss herwark, Han depicts the
intimacy and minutiae of human life in the
wake of trauma.

The authoris a PhD candidate in English
mt Fordham Uiniversity, New York, She works
‘on postoodonial South Asin.
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The problem with free food

Regime of highly ineffective food and fertiliser subsidies must be reformed. Government needs to
summon the courage to bite the bullet, ensure enough lead time to prepare for proper implementation

LTOPLOUGH

By AHH()K(:ULA‘][

OCTORER 16 15 observed as Workd Food Day
every year iy the United Mations Food and
Agriculture Crganksation [ FAQ )L It is a re-

esthevel to ensure food and nutritional secu-
rity. The world has made tremendous
rogress in increasing food production
memhnn?hmrgu&.mmlﬂ
riggation, and higher doses of fertilisers and
pesticides, Farm machinery has become
more efficient. All this could not have been
dane without increasing incentives to farm-
ers — input subsidies, higher prices for their
pmdmcmrmﬂnof‘muﬂhcmn Onthis

tho are

day,

caumnrlbud and nustritional security, inchad-
ing scientists, technologists, economists anc
agri-business entrepreneurs, renew their
v to eliminate hunger and malnutrition.
Glohalhy, as per the State of Food Security and
Nuitriten in the World (SOF report) of FAD,
roughly 2.33 billion, e still face moderate:
1o severe food mﬁ&mlxa:hﬂmm

tion security toall

This year's theme of FAD's Waoald Food
Day is "Right to Foods for a Better Life and a
Better Future”. The *Right to Food" ap-
proach of the FAQ encouraged the UPA gov-
ernment led by Manmohan Singh to pass
the National Food Security Act [NFSA) in
2013, It wias to cover roughly two-thinds of
the Indian population in providing rice,
wheat orcoarse grains (Skg/person/month )
at Rs 3 kg, Rs 2/kg, and Rs 1]k, respectively,
T™ ; A o ron i

three years of the Act, keeping in view the
ba.llooninF miagnitude of food subsidy on
account of this Act, and the overall finances
of the government. At mal tlmc‘tlu: erst-

sible. But distributing free food to more than
BOO millien people today is econamically
irrational, to say the least,

The current NDA government, led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has used a
different definition to measure poverty. The
NITI Aayog's Multi-dimensional Poverty
Index says that the poverty ratio has de-
clined from 28,13 per cent in 201314 to
1128 percent in 2022-23. 1f this is truly the
case = infact, the gtmrnmenldmmump

wihile Planning i

the headcount poverty ratio was about 21
per cent. This figure was contested by some
NGOs, and as a result, it was revised toabout
29 per cent by the Rangarajan Committee,
Ewen at this higher estimate of poverty,
questions were ratved by many economists,
including this writer — | was part of that
government — why such highly subsidised
food should be available to two-thirds of
the population.

The Atal Bihari Vajpayee government
(1998-2004) reformed the food subsidy
regime and made PDS a targeted scheme.
Under that scheme, the antyedaya (most
viilnerable) people got free food, while
those above that had to pay at beast half the.
milflmum support price (MSP) belng pald
to the farmer, and those above the poverty
lime had o pay 90 per cent ulMSl' Lstill N:el
that was the most rational p d

speaking ¥ bout this
— why are we still

Ihclhudln mare than S00 million people?

ber evien a tiny ant also has to work

alot to get food, and you can see ants storing
food, working in a long chain of cooperation.
Why can't humans work and earn and have
their basic food?

To e, as a policy analyst, if the govern-
mient wants to give free food to even say 15
per cent of the population, | have no prob-
lem, But above that, everyone must pay for
T, Free food beyond this 15 per cent of
the population is nothing else but a vote-
catching tactie. This must be reststed by tax-
p.?m Lam saying this because food sub-
shly s the Iargcn subsidy in the Union
budgct. Mongwith fertiliser subsidy, itcuts
denn mieh more rational and pmuualw
investments in agri-food space, such as in
agri-R&D, pmelslun agﬂmlltw.mlcm-mp

Tome, as a policy analyse, if
the government wants to give
free foodd to even say 15 per
centof the population, Thave
o problem. But above that,
everyone must pay for food.
Free food beyond this 15 per
centof the population is
nothing else but a vote-
catching tactic. This must be
resisted by taxpayers. Lam
saying this because food
subsicly is the largest subsidy
in the Union budger, Along
with fertiliser subsidy, it euts
down much more rational

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

"M Trump's chaotic term as presicdent showed that he aften means what he says,
Certainky, vorers shoubd examine Ms Harrisy record and thetoric. But they should
also take seriously the words expressed by her opponent.”

= THE WASHINGTON POST

He never
says die

Rafael Nadal gave his all to keep the ball, and

the game, alive. His retirement leaves fans
with a lifetime of priceless memories

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

RAFAEL NADAL ALWAYS ket his sice of the

viatked out of a stadium that Nadal had
;ramimllngthcatcd istically, he

wrists locked to generate power, that
makes Nadal grunt as he tries to pipe up
theenergy stored in his strong core tobrush
thc baII and senc Itlna ﬁ'm:lcd spln Beﬂ
the first the last,
the grunt never stops, The effort e puts in
isn't just visible, it's audible o,

His typhenic ferchand makes or-
thopaedics wander why the Spanish
great's shoulder hasn't yet popped out of
the socket and made his wrists break into
picces It also forced Federer to have doubits
about his famed single-hanced backhand,
Djolawic jokes that he creads facing his son

might be the second-best tennis player, ut
Rafa, without doubt, was the ultimate
paisa-vasool sportsperson.

Nada.l ] hlsscsl contribution to tennis
toget his

Naclal forchand.

But howy does the nicest man on the cir-
cuit, the modest-to-a-Eault star, the utterly
sentimental friend who cried uncontrol-
lably when Federer retired, tum into the

locthchlnd every ball that was hitto-  fieroe and unforgiving foe when on court?
wards him, throughout his 25-year-long Iuamaslnl lran:formmon that those
careet. For him, nothing faror irre- rved. Maybc Il :llu:
trievable. He would ) i I

his body to lunge at mlthatwrmm—
tain aces. He would scamper behind clear
winners that most players would merely
stamnd and watch.

Like saime old ehiledhood friends, be and
the ball would constantly try to out-run
cach other. At times, the spponent across
the net was utterly incidental, for Rafa's real

R Sasikuriar rival was the two-ounce fuzzy yellow ob-
jcct.E\mtthmT Nm*DJohwk a5 part
of| ion. ICRIER research shows that a of hi isk ag his feet and

substantial part (almaost 25 to 30 per cent)
of these two subsidies, food and fertilisers,
never reaches the intended benefickaries. IF
one looks at the inefficiency in the use of
these two subsidies, and adds that to the
Ieakiages, the overall boss casily goes to 40to
50 percentod the total amount of resources
eing spent on them. This defeats the very
purpose of “Right to Food",

Can this regime orhlshly ineffective

slow down the game. But ot Nadal. He
wionildl be trailing fighting a losing halllc

tlcdmm in hirm, who dutifully ll:tlms ho
Ied swhen Naclal walks to the net to shake
haneds with the opponent,

His long-time coach Francis Rolg gave
the seary details abouit the changes that
creep into Madal when he is all but ready
o enter the playing arena, "The simple ac-
tion of wrapping his bandana ks so frighten-
ingly intense; his eyes, far away, seem to
see nothing that's around him, Then, sud-
denly, he'll breathe deep and kick into life,
pumping his legs up and dewn and then,
asif oblivious to lhmttthn his rival is just

but he never toned down his
There were no yawning periods of lull
wihven Rafa was on court.

This mad obsession to chase every ball
wonild take a toll on his body, Rafa would
play in pain but never give up on his un-
remitting; o the tennis ball, That was
his lfe's primary goal, the joy he gotaddicted
i ! aa I

food and fertiliser
The short answer is "yes", provided the

ol in the lof Mallorca.

Eovernment smnmnnslhcmuragcm hite
the bullet and has enough lead time to pre-
pare for proper implementation, The lead
time is not many years, but juse six to 12
months A groupof dedicated people is also
needed who are committed to this cause
oFratIonaIlmIm.
il I the agri-food system
come in very handy in chalking out a more
rational and robust system that can help
achieve the Zero Hunger goal of SDGs by
2030, Inthis process, one has to be beware of
engaging roadside consulting companies

Nadal's game didn't have the effortless-
ness of a Roger Federer or the slyness of
Djokovic, He wasn't even a moody artise
ik Stan Wawrinka. Nadal was an earnest

afew the room, hell let
out acry of Vamaos| Vamaos!™
Age and injury didn't see Nadal play
smart tennis — a euphemism for diluting
his intensity, coming up with alite version
of his farehand, He was also informed that
hewould have to manage pain for the rest
of i lifie, But then, what is pain for those
who are driven, like Nadal, Till he quit at 38,
Nackal never hit an un-Nadal shot or gave
up during arally.
ﬂ-:mrmlcawr@ hlsnm ﬂnl

season, he would be sprinting Ii'antlrally

trier whogave it hisall the
wioeld's also-rans, busted the myth about
champions born with unique gifts,

‘On the very first page of his autobiog-
raphy, he talks about the one routine he
Fall beani with
the beast unforced errors in modemn ten-
nis, “What | battle hardest to doin tennds is
to quiet the vodces in my bead ... and con-

wha open their to make quick money centrate every atom of my being on the
and get contracts from the government poknt |am playing™
through their frends in their Y. That £ hiplash forehand b
M, they are mushioming in lndia Hfully b ol o
IF the Mo government can taloe up this Imlmbodymmllu in tandem, To impart

challenge, it ean make Indlan agriculture

trients, women'
These irvestrrents are almost 10 times mone

“Right to Food" dees not mn |Inattwry-
one, or two-thirds of the lati

security of sur people than free food and

free food, Thesumnnwmsjah Isto malm
sure that food is easily available and acces-

highly subsidised fertilisers and power.
al-

and ivein &
in agri-food space, such as in
agri-RED, precision

agriculture, micro-nutricnts,

Subsidies, when they are abund
miost open-cnded, become an instrument

s education anc

sanitation.

imate
hdplngmmrmm Ihe curses oFmaInullI-
tion, Flse, it

g
ot musch change in the agri-food sp

Gulat is Distinguished Professor at

MCRIER. Views are personal

Let’s follow the money

Action against NGOs with suspect funds and motives is lawful and justified

BALBIR PUN)

THE INDIAN EXPRESS editorial ( The long
arm’, October 4) contradicts itself. It accuses
the Income Tax department of "straying far
beyond |its] remit.” But aren't the NGOs it
skt dfe, iy ofthe same?Haven'

nanma'“-" e SEANO Gk £

duthepmplcamln Implhunmyl‘mm

the organised Left”
In 1984, in an article, Karat stated, "All or-
foreign funds are auto-

causes without any connection to thelr
declared objectives?

The editorial says the IT department is
guilty of constricting spaces “lor free ex-
pression and civil sockety action inademoc-
racy™. The boot is on the other foot, Many
NGOs, fuelled by foreign funds, hijack an
elected government’s mandate and ruln
various projects, some of which may have
been a part of thelr manifesto, lsn't this a
sulbversion of the democratie process?

The charge of weaponising “the rule
baok's fine print against the targeted NGOs™
reeks of entitlement. Rules, mandated by
R, haveee to e foflowed. The suggestion that
“NGOs must be allowed to do their work
without constantly looking over their shoul-
ders” implies that foreign-funded NGOs ane
beyond scruting. Why? s it IFs case that the
government should have different yard-
sticks while dealing with forelgn-funded
NGOs and the rest?

Varbous leaders have raised red Nags
asin:tlhuimpmlrudamm::hcpn—

matically suspect and mast be screened to
werify thetr bona fides.”

Are the IT Department charges against
such organisations baseless and a part of “free-
, it anel broad sk

tury-long period |
enterprising individuals,

In February 2012, speaking to a science
magazine, the then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh said, “You knew, forexam-
ple, what is happening in Kudankulam, The
atomic energy programme has got ineo diffi-
culties because these NGOs, mosthy 1 think
ased in the United States, don't appreciate
the need for our couniry to increase the en-
ergy supply”. Why should America-based

L On August 23, 2022, Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan told the state
Mssembly, “The protest that is happening
mow cannot be seen as a protest by local fish-
erfolk, The protest in some regions looks llee
it is orchestrated”,

Agitations against Sardar Sarovar Dam in
Gujarat, oppuosition to setting up nuclear re-
actors in Kuclankulam, the stir that brought
copper-producing Sterdive plant in Tamil Nadu
o a halt, the efforts to stop the construction

style spe
spiracy-mongering?" The NGOstakeinterestand fund  of a deep-water seaport in Kerala, or of the
G- ot | e Oy 1 At ket et
iy ay

on India'sdevelopment was I DISAGREE Recently, when the  spontancous but,as Pinarayt Vijayan saic, “or-
brought out by Forbes A column inwhich Modi government sought — chestrated”, This Hst of projects targeted by
(Zuls]InanMyHllcd‘\M\y ders tell the Supreme Court’s (SC)  the forelgn-funded NGOs isn't exhastive,

thse Chinese Economy Flew TeALery el approval to widen the  TheCentral Statistical Institute of Indhia re-
and Inclia's Just Grew', It why, when they differ roads upto 10 metresalong — ports that the courtry has over 30 lakh NGOs
pointed out that the GDP with the editorial the China border (asa part — — twice the number of schools| The Indian
per capita for China and positions or news of the Char Dham Highway  school education system, one of the largest in
India in 1985 was almaost project), NGO Citizens for — the world, has 14,89 lakh schools, As of
the sarme, $203, China's GDP Green Doon approached  October 14, 2023, there were 16,686 NGOs
per capita is now above the  National  Green  withactive Foreign Contribution Regulation
S13.000, while India'sis just Tribunal in 2008 and then  Act [FORA) registration in India, NGOs nation-
over $2,700, The Chinese the SC, against the project,  wide received foreign contribations worth Bs

economy |nzm4.= \ralun:d at $18.5 trillion,
M

ul'almnstsdlrlllm
Why such a yawning gap between the

At the 18th C f his
party in 2005, CPM leader Prakash] Karamld.

tmmrymhcrtamlsbm funding
o voluntary erganisations or what is known
asNon-Governmental Organisations (NGOs),
O party has conststenthy warmed that a lange
amount of foreign funds are coming in to fi-

twio neighb 7 Here is a case study of
constructing two dams — one in China and
another inIncia — possibly explaining how
China leapfrogged India, China built the
Three Gorges Damy, the world's largest y-
droelectric work, in 15 years. A much
sraller Sardar Sarovar dam in India took

years to complete, However, the half-cen-

‘When the central gorvernment presented a 88,882 crore between 200 7-18 and 202122, bombs killed an estimated 12000000 area. The allegations of over-expendi-
sealed emvebope to the Supreme Court de- Why are foreigners pumplngw much habitants in Hiroshima and Nagasakl.  ture and corruption related to the ren-
tailing the extensive construction activities  money weal and social life? Mo nuclear weapon has been used in - ovation of the CM's residence are be-
beingearried out by China across the border, Nmriomctthcmgc Thereis nosuch thing wat in nearky B0 years. ing probed. Asking a legitimate
the court dwideningin th asa free inch, SSPaul, Nadie €M to vacate the predecessor’s resi-
Char Dham praject and ebserved, "This Maodem fined to borders. d Hinical dswithi
Court, in its exercise of judicial review, can- N P | b i b 1 days of possessbon is in bad taste. The
ot second-guess the infr Ineeds  While hing for ies, don't miss the INNOVATION 18 KEY process could have been completed
ul'lhcnrmcdl‘mms. anes within, THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The  without eviction,

While lht‘ Vlzhlnéam International growth drivers’ (IE, October 12). LB Murm, Mew Dl
Seaport in Th Theweriter is a former Chairman of the Indian
ing up, there were massive protests by the Institunte of Mass c)

hieavy tog-spin, the racket starts its path
From way above the right shoulder, comes
dlonwn well bebow the knee and rises again
~ this time like an angry wave, It is this im-
portant upward are of the racket, with

like abways. But it was sad
tovsee the helpless face when hewould slide
towards the ball with the same old gusto
It prrove to be show: His old Friend, the ball,
Wals WInNing most races now.

Adter the two defeats to Zverev and
Djekovic, the crowd would try and cheer
him up, but Nadal would have an apolo-
sttl:cxpmmn on his face. He seemed to

torthe stands, almaost guilty
d’notglvingt fans their money's worth,

Diurirg his final days as a pro, did Maclal
case to be the paisa-vasool player he once
was ? Never, For the few dollars spent on sta-
it tickaets oF OTT subseription, Nadal gave
alifetime of priceless memories, He gave it
all b keep the Ball, and the game, alive,

sandeepdwivediPespressindincom

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

END OF AN ERA

THIS REFERS TO the ecitorial,'Rafacl
Nadal' (IE, October 12). Rafacl Nadal's
place in history is assured with 22 grand
slams to his name, including 14 French
Open titles and 92 tournament wins

Farmmmthcbartboncorlmndban
However, their acl

to modern technigues lags Far behind.

Farming is no longer considered a vi-

able career option. This means that

youngsters opt for an education ina dif-

ferent field and then fall back on farm-

era. He will be remembered for his do-
or-die spirit at every point, resolve, hu-
mility, and the heart he poured into

every match,
Sanjay Chopea, Mohali

A FITTING HONOUR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'A Nobel
lesson' | IE, Otober 12), The Norweggilan
Nobel Committee has awarded the
Peace Prize to the Japanese

warkdhwide. He remained wodd No. L or— ing as an easy alternative. Considering
209 weeks and within the world's top  that farmers get only around 30 per cent
10 for a record 912 consecutive weeks, — of the market value of their produce, fi-
all testaments to his ability. The Nadal, nmmdlwrslﬂnﬂonshouldgnthc
Federer and Djokovic spotlight. I
another level, sharing 66 grand slams. — be substantiated with subsidiary
Madal's exit markes the end of a golden hasdainy 2 | ol

try — a source of regular income as
against twice a year for crops. Overall,
big landowners should experiment
with ecrop diversification and help in-
spire others.

Ramanpreet, vio email

IN BAD TASTE

THIS REFERS TO the edlitartal, 'An own
woal' { IE, October 11 ].rmlwq.t:nrm
woters of Delhi, thi it by

arganisation, Nion Hidankyo, for its of-
Forts to achieve a world free of nuclear

goal, People are aware that the B)P's
government at the Centre has been

and  for ing
lhmu;h witness testimonies wiy mu-
clear weapens must never be used
again. The spectre of Hiroshima and
MNagasalel still loorms over This
makes theadvocacy Nihon Hidankyois
dodng invaluable, 2025 will mark 80
years since the two American atomic

in the afa duly
elected Delhi government, So much so
that few concessions and freedoms
concerning the admindstration of Delhi
granted by the Supreme Court are al-
most nullified by central law, It is the L«
G's office, not the Chief Minister's
which makes crucial decisions for the

AUAAMAT IR AMEYREE S Skl
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

LIFE AND DEATH

GN Saibaba's deathis a reminder of the injustice when hard laws
are invoked indiscriminately, process becomes punishment
].LHUM.'\J\IS |mag|nr hell. From Dalm: 1] Sahmn Fushdie, from Eurnpcan o
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‘WoRrDLY WISE
SOME THINGS YOU MUST ALWAYS BE UNABLE TO
REAR. SOME THINGS YOU MUST NEVER STOP
REFUSING TO BEAR.— WILLIAM FAULKNER

ending social justice

K SATYANARAYANA AND SATISH DES

Disturbingly, arguments used against reservation earlier

are being used now to oppose sub-quotas within SCs

PANDE

IN A DECISION released on October 4, the
Supreme Court rejected a set of review peti-
tions challenging its Auguest 1 judgment af-
anru;thcwrmmnnna] walidity of the sub-
ol Castes While

hell Th

that"GN lected in an interview to this :rnmwcclrs

after i agpur Benchof High Courtin March.

Thee Court's by yench had descril Diedhi University academnic’s incarcer-
ation asa “failure of the justice system”, These 1 o by, after Sai died
omplicati i ry fior stones, aged 57 His un-

timely death should brmga snhmng moment for the state which, as the HC pulnn:dul. did

thc Jjudgment itself points to significant
changl:s in the Contemporary dlscwrsc on

nent oo nothing ha:
changed. Of course, it must be acknowledged
that the Court's own 2022 decision ratifying
the so-called Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) reservation has applled d_'mamm:" (to

iy I. ml. ! ur!dt.:rsm I'lt ’ adapt a famou sd of mostly
It thec which heaped ir-bound ive junsprudence on suclal]ustlcc
academic Tamg Tete e for terronsts Thnsubcah:gumunnwrdlcrsahag:sm

and high-security convicts. Saibaba's demise

ofthe doc remain.

inthejudicial systerm. For, HC vendictwas a welmome i the rule of law
inaconstil itcame after NagpurBench hadre-
jected several bail pl W including thy health grouncds.
Sm'hahawasarrmdlnhiaym‘iandma@:dbymr Maharashtra government with.al-
istlinle However, inOctober 2022,
al\vo—]qurbcnmnfﬂl:MumbaJHwhrnnnw the omder
did not take proper sancti iingg the academic, Barely a fow hours am—u.: wer-

the state

The 6-1 majority verdict by a seven-judge
constitutional bench is a legal landmark that
sets aside the Supreme Court's 2004 verdict
in E'V Chinnaiah vs. State of Andhre Prodesh
({2000], where sub-categorisation had been
declared to be unconstitutional, and the
Andhra Pradesh “Rationalisation of
Rr:scwanun )\ct of 2000 (implementing a

cheme ) was struck down,

dict, howeever, the government sought a nyTh:SC |n aman decision,

aSpedial Bench, which saton.a Saturc Bombay HC ruling, Six
muonths Later, in April 2023, another SCBench sent the case back to the Mumbai HC. InMarch,
the HC not only reiterated i dous ruling, it also came down heavily on th Fio Fail-
ing to back its charges with sound evidence, The had that
unider LAPA, the burder ifis tothe accused if “certain articles suc

found at the site of the offence”, But in court, it produced only electronic documents and a
feww pamphilets. [naresounding rejection of the state’s case, the court ruled that merely “down-
Iuadm,gma‘h:na] about the philosophy of Naxalism” or even 'sympalhlsmg with the idel-
arrestunder AR It dismi vague™,
ns Saihaba told this paper, he “lost much more than the 10years™ he spent in jail. He
talked of the pain of not meeting his mother before shc passcd away. Delhi University's
Ram Lal Anand College ical complicati

his servic

The crux of the judgment concerns the
“deemed fiction” by which legal entities are
invented. Ina ludd and compelling argument,
Justices DY Chandrachud and Manoj Mishra
establish that, when it creates the legal cate-
Eory of the “Scheduled Castes”, )\mdc 341 of
theCi itution is not
|sh:nu:ancw ‘cage”. Rathn itis selecting cer-

isting castes (or sections
membership inthis new category, Therefore,
if Article 341 —and by extension Article 342 on
the Scheduled Tribes — are to be considered
“deeming fictions", they can be so considered
nnly as acts of selection rather than l:rr.mun
th

Articl

‘came mave severe. Today, when Saibaba is no more, the judiciary its con-
stitutional role if it doesn't find ways tocorrect a system in which hard laws are imvoked
indiscriminately and, all too frequently, justice is denied through delay. It is, yes, a mat-
ter of the citizen’s life and death.

TURNING TO THE EAST

Amid escalating global conflicts, ASEAN faces external and
internal challenges. There is a new edge to Delhi’s regional role
HE ANNUAL MEETINGS of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), including partner countries like India, as well as the East Asia
Summit, took place last weel in Laos, These discussions ocourred amid es-
calating conflicts in B d the Middle East and rising military tensions
in Asia. Prime MII‘IIStCI Narendra Mcdl attending his 11thcunscc|.mw: sossion at the

;'\!'-E.'\.l'l-da for military ical reason,
workd global challenges cannot be found on the hat-
thefield. Modi's visit also marked two significant The %0th ry of

India’s “Look East™ policy | 1994) and the 10th anniversary of his refined “Act East” policy
{2014). The convtext in Asia today, however, is vasthy di Inthe late 19905, a sense of
Ereat power cooperation and the rise of economic globalisation created Evourable con-
ditions fior regional mstlrunun -building and economic integration under ASEAN's lead-
ership. This emvi llowwed for India’s reinte with the region.

Today, however, great povwers ane increasingly at oddds, and their rivalry is slowing — if
not reversing — the trends toward globalisation. China's regional assertiveness, especially
regarding maritime disputes in the South China Sea, has left ASEAN struggling to manage
ijmgs guwlng millitary dommam:t The region's fear of China has made it hesitant to

immumity from executive interference — only
Parliament acting through the President can
alter the compasition of the Schedules of se-
lected castes and tribes. However, as long asit
does not alter the composition of the
Schedules, the executive, whether of the states
orthe Centre, i is free to mr,uln: um and seek
toredress

selected castes, including implementing
schermes to further the overall intent of the
Articles, which is to promote substantive

The argument that sub-quota
seats wo't be filled for lack of
qualified candidates is one
that, if applied to reservation
in the 1950s, would have
strangled it at birth, It is only
several decades after they
were first instituted that
reservation quotas in the
higher levels of the
bureaucracy have begun to be
filled. Other arguments —
like the alleged absence of
data, the shrinking public
sector and various conspiracy
theories — are merely
prevarications that refuse to

ﬂ',uallyamung a]lcitimn;

Hthisi four
features of its sc.lﬂuldmg are equally impar-
tant. First, it enunciates the principle that sub-
categorisation, like reservation itself, must be
seen as a means of promaoting substantive
equality mther than anexception to it. Second,
mnnﬂs thamu:' need to maintain eficency
imac —uscd]nthr ict

stzad of reservation) does not address the
specificity of caste discrimination and denies
the right toadequate representation and share
in public resources. The argument that sub-

candidates is one that, if applied to reserva-
tiom in the 19505, would have strangled it at
birth. Itis only several discades after theywere
ﬁ)st instinted that reservation quotas in t.hc

1— MLt
foster equality and inclusion. Third, it rejects
the path taken by the 2022 EWS judgment
[(which excluded the 5C, 5T and OBC castes
from EWS resenvation even when otherwise

erlewvelsof the Tacy
be filled. Other arguments — like the all:gcd
ahs:nn: of data, r]n: shnnl:mg public sector

prevarications that refuse to address thc

eligible 1
must not have the effect of excluding the so-
cially and educationally advanced castes
within the SC. Finally, and perhaps most con-
sequentially, the judgment makes it manda-
tory for subcategorisation schemes to provide
empirical evidence of material inequalities
within the Scheduled Castes, especially their
disproportionate representation in govern-
ment sewitcs.'lhcjudgmcnr also takes the

phant in the room: The reality

of growing inequality and continuing discrim-
ination within the Scheduled Castes.

Addressing this reality will not be casy, as

the cln:mg sor.tlnns of Justices Chandlachud

note. Tr

idence-hased and conbes-: sp:cll'lccnhma for

subclassification must be developed; itslim-

its have to be worked out, and the modalities

of possible judicial review forensuring that it

welt stepafine n
“Historical and empirical evidence of inter-se
backwardness within the SCs” where it dis-
cusses the heterogeneity of the SC list when
first created in 1936, a5 well as contemiporary
studies that document discrimination| indud-
gz “untouchability™) within the 5Cs.

Itis this accumulated evidence of internal
differentiation, inequality, and discrimina-
tiom that should be at the centre of public de-
hatl: around subcategorisation.

this isnot happening. [tis true

e explored, Though difficult, addressing these
concems is not impossible. The history of suc-
cessful struggbes for subcategorization in
Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
shows the way. I.n Am:lhla PradL‘SIL across-

serti ia ordinary
people and political parties — came to a con-

Itisour collective respansibility to build a
broad consensus so that reservation may be
shared on

rhat in the past — notably in the 1990 storm
over OBC reservation — internal differentia-
tion was used to oppose reservation itself.
But tm see the subcategorisation verdict as
enabling something similar is to ignore the
wvastly different context today. After all, it is

principles of social hadl:wal\:lncss amd repre-
sentation. As BR Ambedkar realised so acutely
inthe 19305, the “depressed classes™ were an
especially vulnerable minority within the
larger grouping of minorities. Today, discrim-
inated minorities within the 5Cs are even

this ch d that Court

is responding to by reversing its own deci-

o The Scheduled Castes must
rernain united tosecure their ights. Despite its

. sion in Chinnaiah two decades difficulties, the only sustainable unity is one
adldress the proverbial Iniaﬂ.thrshmlsunthrmhar?m Ithas  basedon justice. o
clephant in the room: The toseeexacthy the
reality of growing i li am thatupper ted in- 0 is witl the d.
a.mlcrm:mumg being unthinkingy d i s Lnversity, r:.-:i.:.:::
diserimination within the cxw;msanmmﬂsmpcmnﬂypulmdm pro- ?r:-;n;;nicfﬂmﬂmgalhm
Scheduled Castes, 4 schaolarships in- Views are personal

SLEEPLESS IN CYBERSPACE

Internet is my world, my pocket of it my city. My city has cut me off from the world

SUKHMANI MALIK

ATAP, Ascroll. Alike. A troll,

What does your world look lile?

Ifirst logged onto mine when was 16,

I had been around, floating outside in the
umumc ofthc “real”, looking for an entry
ool coin:

THE CiTY AND 1

i

blly capitalise on the U om bo-counter B economicde-ghob- oo, how) into the reel, In the time | got in,
ASEAN, which hasle I5-Chinacom- the split between the twn workds collapsed,
mercialc Compoundi wres, ASEAM faces si mter- Tapped in)and now scroll scroll, scroll Reels,
nal challenges. Th finternal orderi and its military junta's one after the other. Did you know these three
efusal inconstructi gue have put th in adifficult position. WIS U SUppress your tre feelings and what
. s ""\N"Ddln' i - - |£sa)~mhoutynu.annz-pot24—nunurz nur-
Eftreactis tiowes recipe for 25- id icy aclults;
i ¥ safidri amir.h'ema uuys\w Tt practis-
fthe Quad, with Australia, 15, has given India’ ngit & F:mmm vl ‘rﬂ' igiri has
mional rolie. Drl]nh:ptaluwpmﬂ:mlcpmlalscmntylssursmmcpastbunsnuwrahnga o el o ot [,
more ive position. Fi Mol 1g Chi Suddenly, a headache. ]
and i f Beiji hyﬁ\cmlrsnfti\c[awnme‘Sminman- What does your workd look like?

agingand resobying South China Sea. Over the last decade, India has
also expanded hilateral military cooperation with several countries, most notably the
Piilioows: ki thASE nm : 5

As my eyes blink open, catch some Light,
mmnduwsl’lh:nr\graysmlamb]mdnﬂ 1
reen, the light, that i

thelast dec

u\dms\‘.alﬁs arabmrmhlllnn ASEAN's economic size |

ichilvl

my"mﬂd with me dty,
my corner of this world, lidllngmg(‘(iuﬂlt
up; itching to get away. “Morning Starbucks

hinologi

o are irmpres-

1y soul to the overlords of
today s

woke

mind-
inEast Asia.

stve. Outlini
sets against regic e

FreEZE FRAME EP Unny
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gl\nru; bed rotting, I'm afraid.™

The cliche “this city never sleeps,” was
madc fior my city, my world. New &brl: got

uptn50(1) noti

today. A friend found seven different reels that
perfectly capture our relationship; halfway
acmss theworld, more bombs were dropped,
70 people died — the drop-down feature has

The cliche 'this city never
slecps’, was made for my city,
my world, Mew York got
nothing onus. Twoke up to
50 (1) notifications today. A
friend found seven different
reels that perfectly capture
our relationship; halfway
across the world, more
bombs were dropped, 70
people died — the drop-
down feature has never been
more important. Closer
home, two people were
arrested for sloganeering, My
city never sleeps.

never been more important. Joser home, two
ing Mycity

people
nevers|

Ifthe internet is the world, and my pocket
ofit the city, L oftenwonder: What kind of cit-
izen am I? What kind of citizen does my city
makeme? What kind of city is this? To answer
that. look aJumd — the nooks and crannies,

nards that take

ccntrrsmg:andwhatmmmse Whatis
my city — and whatam 17

In my city, all us 20-somethings care
deeply about the world. Some days we care
maore about it being known that we care:
Our billboards have had the word “justice™
graffitied on them fora decade. But we care,
deeply — about politics, society, expression,
community and the injustice that threat-
ens them all. Me and my fellow citizens
have ugh many almost:
lutions together: 2019 and the denial of
N:lugc the criminalisation of faith; a state-

abirdhouse] [s Taylor Swift a saviour or the
big bad culprit? Her new album is a hit and
amiss. Cancel this, cancel that — [ leamnt in
myy city, that mistakes are a thing of the past.
And yet, subscriptions to those cancelled
accounts revive themselves, Just give it a
week, amonth — ayear, ifit's especially bad.
Here, accountahility and decimation look
alike — we point fingers at each other in my
city, always trying to find a way to justice,
Those in ivory towers chuckle at a failed
project, and scream bloody murder if the
finger finds them. How marmy new book and
movie deals does hashtag cancelled | K
Rowling have now?

Thiscity is cut off from the rest of mmy | the )
world, lbwas builton, aswe callit, vibes More
accurately, it has no grids, no blodks, no dis-
tricts, no laws. An echo chamber that values
virtue; it just does not value cultivating virtu-
osity —a taskaccomplished through time and
error. There is no pawse, no space to breathe,

d ched, toil and mpil worth no more
than anengineered ploy — and loud protest.
2020, 2021, 2022 and the race for oxygen,
beds, a race against death — oh, and loud
protest. 2023, 2024 — one year of a mas-
sacre that my city livestreams, citizens sit-
ting with mouths agape, devastation, fury
and boud, lowd protest.

Amidst this, we talk —at each other, not
with — into the void. Fat-shaming, body
positivity or body neutrality? Three hot
takes where X marks the spot (it used to be

orarrive.
50,35l look around this ity that floats, sus-
pended from time and space, always awake,
always enraged, [ realise, My city has made
mezkind; it has also made me blind. 1 am float-
ing, with fellow citizens, like my city, far re-
mawed from the world, and all citizens not like
me. Aspace that offered connection, and sud-
denly,1 feel as disconnected as | did at 16,
‘What does your city, your world book like?

sukhmmni malikPexpressindin.com

OcCTOBER 14,1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

dergoing treatment. Doctors said the trade
vSecretary, Morman Tebbit, widely

regarded as heirapparent to the Conservative

4 T ‘TRamaRao, is likehy to recommend to the gov-
AKALIS DEMAND o it ek e fisscliioe of tie St
THE AKALI LEADERSHIP is not likely to agree Aﬁmwnamaﬂanlsmdmdmmrwm
o anmy wnhtlv:,. on  thathy Party, was
their politic thereleaseof  withthe Lok Al 148 ruling Telugu

the SGPC president, G 5 Tohra. The govern-
ment has been in regular contact with some
Alali leaders who have bccn released andare

sagitated and it mlghtb: dllﬁ:\ﬂ hrthl:pucs—
dershi pirviishes.

Desam MLAs have been summeoned to the
city, presumably to make them agree.

IRISH GUERRILLA ATTACK

and comiortable”.

BJP CaLLs Out CoNg

THE BHARATIYA JAMATA Party held the
Congress ([) government responsible for
“jeopardising national unlty‘ subverting

entparty

AP HOUSE DISSOLUTION
DESPATE HIS REFEATED

CHED FOR y
rubble of a Brighton hotel devastated by an
Irish guerrilla bomb aimed at the Prime

Minister, Margaret Thatcher, and other British

trary, the Chief Minister of Andhra Praciesh, N

leaders. Fifteen of the 34 people
injured in the pre-dawn blast were still un-

dempcracy, nearanar-
nwmcnnudlr\gthrmalﬁhmohhrm
ety". Inadraft resolution on the political sie-
ation, the B|P accused the ruling party
of scaring the people with a "nightmare
of instahility”.




12

MONDAY, 1 OCTOBER 20024
NEW DELHI

VIEWS

New forms of riskloom
on the external horizon

Indiak central bank needs scenario planning for exposure to the risk of a global currency

war: [ty prudent to keep a robust defince plan ready in case the rupee ends up as a target

sol 4 October, India had foreign
exchange reserves of 87012 bil-
lion, aslight dip from late Sep-
tembeer, as the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI} sold some dollars
tosteady the rapee, but almost
8548 billion more than at the start of 2024-25.
Our memory of a 1991 forex crunch (and the
Asian Crisis of 1997) may have turned a swelling
stash into an index of security on the external
front, but ashadow cast by global geopolitics
today calls for a shift in lens, Sure, large foreign
Aorimports, offer

what it needs for cur rency stability
investor confidence inthe country’s solvency,
n foreign funds cheaper to access, Since
erves are mostly invested in low-yield bonds
like US Treasuries, their returns are meagre,
but forex adequacy also spells policy autonomy
as loans need not be sought from multilateral
lenders. Yet, ever since the US and its allies
Frovee 5300 billion of Russia’s holdings in 2022,
forex reserves have willy-nilly been on the
world's radar as a geopolitical target. And now
with America's disposition subject to further
fux as the globe splits into rL\.Llhl{x mumm.
IRBI has new k
Inthe analysis of economist Barry
green, forex strategies have either a ‘Mercury”
or ‘Mars' orientation. A Mercurian strategy has
foreign currencies held in a vatio that satisfies
trade fand other payment needs), but the world
s heen tilting towards a Martian game, under
which holdings follow a geopolitical caleulu
Wisely, RBI does not disclose the breal
reserves by currency. While both Mercurial and
Martian logic would ordain a bulky share of US
dollars forus, the central bank must plan for

Donald Tromp presidency
ply. Not only would globali
tionsuffer asethack, with his threat of reci ipro-

point, he has warned
larize’ trade. What's

a;.run'{t ittempts to de-dol
more, hewants to malke US imports dearer and
exports more competitive by means of a weaker
dull.lr This would mainly be aimed at C
passibly with US money deployed to buy its
yuan, but such actions could trigger a currency
warwhose fallout could impact .|I] exchange
lude the rupee's, even
tiarget (given our modest trade
ik A problem, though
i Incliawith Chi
label our I'nr:-:\ I]p.\w(’] lasa sign of ‘currency
manipulation,’ 1t has happened before,

RBI's stance has long been clear. It intervenes
in the currency market not to peg the rupee at
any level, but to calm its volatility. To the extent
ourdollar aceretion reflects investment flows
and remittances more than export ear 3
itdoes not distort trade and thus isn"tunfair to
others. Moreover, RBI has an inflation tanget.
Since capital is free to move in and out (through
major channels), it can defend a peg only at the
cost of domestic price stability, Buying dollars
flonds the system with rl]p(’(‘h. unless RBLany-
way needs Lo ease its monetary policy, extra
liqquidity is inflationary if it isn't mopped up
with bond sales, While this trade-off between
the rupee’s external and internal stability does
grant RBlsome space for operational Aexibility,
it constrains its ability to deploy a cheap rupee
asatrade ploy. The slide of our currency, now
under T84 to the dollir, has been gentle. Should
itstill end upas a tirget, RBIwill need to act. 10l
need toshield exports from an inflated rupee
without letting inflation slip out of control.
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Entrepreneurs cannot afford to
neglect theirown mental health

It lonely at the top and the stress they face is ravely discussed, Lets bring about a paradigm shift

HARSH MARIWALA

Is faunder of Marlwala Health Initlative and

chalrman at Marlco.

ntrepreneurs are often treated e

mythicaler res—visionary,
ereative and selfactualized
this aura beave
nerability. W
unbgue SEressors
Journey s

lears Ill‘ﬂllllll many of us experience
anxiety, sloeplessness, irritability,
anger, guilt, sadness and isolation at
some time oranother,

There are mental health implica-
tions of linking your identity with a
b

inenterprise and soclety. With the
entrepremeurial ecosystem becomi

increasingly competitive, these risks

got pronouneed,

T thee United States, research by the

Mational Institute of Mental Health

indicated that 72% of entreproneurs
were directly or indirectly affected by
compared to just
A% of non-entreprencurs, Another
2005 sty by Michael Freeman indi-

miental health issu

il cntrepreneurs were

more likely to report having a mental

Beealth condition.
Onrown survey, condueted by
Ascent India Foundation and the

Mariwala Health Initiative, showed that
0% of 186 responcdents e nl cI.Inm"mll
W

some time or another.,
India's achult pepulatio

it
o rownn For thedr vul-
rely talk abwout their
nd challenges. In my

s, along with the constant fear
olf Enilure o of ot fulfilling your role

Tusinesses, wesimply
lefer the conversation o
health amd well-bieing an 3
Entreprencurs operate in flus and
uncertainty, They deal with the stress-
T miarket differentiation, profita-
ash Mow, investor engagement
for talent.
partnerships s challenging. Varying
ambiticns and growth plans ack
ofrole clarity can bead toconflict and a
lot nl'|u'("a\1m-
Adeding to tha

nncd afford o
I

+ ecosy stem and
risks such
Ice. reghonal wars and disruptive tec I|
nulngu keep business leaders on thelr
Fu

sumer geods (FMOG)H compands
a8 Marico, are compelbed to reori
their distribution because HIIHI o~

negatively impact the work-life
balance of business leadors.

[hee riske s exacerbated for entrepre-
neurs from under-represented, margin:
alized and indigenous communities, as
alsa for women. They lack sceess to
wstublished business networks and
Funding sources. They face social and
institutional biases as well as cultural
andd Nnguistic hurdles, Their fsks ane
wreater because business filurecan
nnes theekr Anancial vl and it is harder
For tham bo makes o plvotal recovery
aftersuch asethack.

Inshort, it truly gets lone

v it thie tops.

Entrepreneurial leaders tall about
wmployes well-bedng but hesitate
todiscusst o probilems with

wolle :l.v:u:

ver, by addressing their own
mental health and talking absout thedr
business leaders can bring

1l l':mh.mlul e the
marrative srownd it

10 DEARS 6O

L

When entrepreneours take | e
rishs with mental health disclo
they hecomie powerful sdvocites for
wider social scceptance and reduced
stigma. They can also create awork
courges stronger and
e relationships with
Hamlunuha}l 08,

I'las'mpuw
e way, entrepre
specific and fexible m
support. The mental hialth ecosy
nwecls to bulld capacity and tools that
are taibored to thel
stancesand needs. |
trul Ing|m»gmmms"cl'urrnln-pn--
nurship, incubators and ace
shoubd create space for mental health
education and orentatbon.
Inaddition, peer support networks
can goud long way in bmproving mental
health outeomes for them.

ovmers who are not e Illll]]['”llﬂ-i an

- Thiscan alle IJI['lImIr
of solation and provide them

with practical inpats, had suchsup-

p-ciri when Lunderwent a fmdly busi-
Il fon b thee past and it sulk

I|I|u|lm|l;| bemefited me.

At Ascent, all LODO of its member
] |

trust groups of elght or 10 entrepre
W trabn them on how to discus
hallenges that impact their mental
hasalth amd provide support to one

k
Individual mentors and coaches,
Thiy might also explore professional
counselling support in case peer
support groups ave not fully meeting
theirneeds.
Risk lies at the centre of enterpris
and many variables needed for success
are beyond an entrepreneur’'s control.
Melemtal well-bedng tools can empower
entreprencurs—and through them,
sochety at large—toview fallure notasa
wenkness, but as an opportunity for
growth, learning and innovation.

Emsz A E!QU@!?‘

Apart from values and
ethics
live by, the legacy I would
like to leave behind is a very

simple one
always stood up for what
I consider to be the right
thing, and I have tried to
be as fair and equitable &

which I have tried to

that I have

8

-

I could be.

RATAN TATA

Why Indians liked Rata Tata despite not knowing him

MANU JOSEPH

Is a journalist, noveltst, and the
creatar of the Natfix serles,

Tecoupled

e e entitlement book good, And

capitalism dicn't ook so bad when

T waschodigg it Batam Tata, who died
an Wednesday, had conveyed through the
course of a whole public life that some
gt pakd i emerge from
privilege. Their coolness comes froma lack
of desperation, the near absence of preda-
tors and the fact that they probably never
had to endure anything that could make
them bdtter about human beings, Very few
preople knew hi el he could wiell e
lllmllwhllh.‘llll]]lllﬂl abenelar at homme, bt
miythafhim, | e thie
tom aF Indians wh wore at
onee refined and loveable, Inchim was the
best defenceof the old elite and the assertion
that thir pch a thing as class. which can-
nert b bovght with money.

It helped that he looked affluent, and his
first language, the language that makes a
smart person sound smar, was alsothe lan-
e e was recpdred tospeak in—English.
Adsir, B truly boved dogs.

Inever met him, even though he took me
0 eour onee

1 ha him, though. Onee on the
o, In}hlmtnl sCulf Parade area. He was
atthe wheel ofan Indigo, a car that one of his
iy companies made, He looked par)
Larly wealthy inside thit “affordahl
wis aseene that would make Ind
that nonsensical nmlulul. compl
“such ahum

Talso used tose
Pavilion in'The President. He
absout life without much fus
veed i amn unassuming Touse that we
imagine might have been tastefully done
with some Bantastically expensive thing or
two. But from all accounts, his life was aus-
Bere dnaway only a vefined rich mans can b,
Austerity is posibleonly when one s sbli o
afford everything it rejects. And what it
rejeets s most of the useless products that
capitalism creates for the super-rich,

Themeaningofclass is that it recognizes
lifie i= mot about comsuming, and money s
nat about showing itsel £ About thisworld-
whow, hie s spolkien a bt

Chass s bost its allure o nclin. I is proba-
by tolerated only in old people anymore.
Tuoay, those whao don't have elther money
o lass aspire to money, alimost never to

tear. It

class, In fact, class is a passionate pursuit
only of those don’t have a lotof money.
There was a polnt when the wealthiest
i began to Aaunt theirwealth
vwassuddenly safe todothat.
nt billionaine silos

Hatan Tata lved through the madern evo-
n ofelass in India,
Hae assumied power whie
espensive to ke rich which Lmean that an
affluent lifestyle affordable only tothe
truly wealthy. 1t was the golden age of the

was still very

el

these houses we

because they were like of them.
tannts o thie pedr, But the CIass has been At that time, the middle
truth is that fi ot 1 [ class was choser to the
of peaple these gant bl 10SING 1ts allure TG Wl
li e b e hea- H i Iot of things that the
l::lﬁltrl'hcnxl-l..m ko in Indla' Yet' 1IILI"|| nd Iv\lr::‘almrn:lllll‘:l(lr_\l:
]I’l‘ﬂiﬂ(' today n“ﬂl that what people I".'Krllla\|llI|IIIII_\r'|I|I.I‘N'!iw|.| !1
wialth s attainable, bt = = N the poor, and we almaost
clississomethingyouare  gelmired in him m“\wnu‘illu‘ h|||u:-r|r|| I:
wan a time when class and
was that very  wealth were the sume
attadn class, ju ng N iz Py A el
well or through intellec-  ADStract quallly automatically seemed to

Tutal paersults, than toamass.
wealth, which isa by-prod-
uectofasysteny that is more rigged thanclas,
But this is not the general perception of new
Inlia ny cast, thiy care very litthe for
class, their own class Thedr new heroes are
Frilliemaires. Yet, what they ke about Ratan
Tarta Is ot just his moaey. bat that abstract
halo of refinement.

rlch, They never Lim lime for any-
thing: there were very few

hie did it without any nationalistic swag,
unilikees th Inclian media, which reported the
acculsitions in a hysterical way.

His persanality mace Inclians make allow-
anees for him, Once he told The Tines {of
Laondon), “In my experience, i “d
1|)d Jaguar-Land Rover (1

wiork-ethic s’ u(lll British
ans, in contrast, worked hard
have come from Bombay to b s
and the meeting goes il Gpen, Dwould expect
thatyouwon'tat S o'clock say, Sorry,
mny tradn to cateh, Thave togo home.

wrther, he observed, “The entire
nggronp at JLR would e empty on
rendng, and you Tave got delays in
tintroduction..

There i the UK over what

have wealth,

Ratan Tata, as o wealthy

Pars, had liberal views. He appeared "West-
ern It is a way of speaking, chiefly saving
Bumane things, and living troe towhat you
satbed. Itisrare Lo see that workd-view in India
amang thase who are new to great wealth,
Even when Tata acouired the revered
British bramds Corus, Tethey Teaand Jaguar,

Hatan Tata sald, but Indians were not
offended that to o titan of Indian industry
work ethic meant workers putting in long
hours, 1t was o concession that Indians on
sockal media dic not cstend o NE, Narayana
Murthy after he said that young people
shaotibd work at least 70 hours a week.

There were a bit more serious things
Ratan Tata could say and do, yet emerge
unscathed.



SWANAND KELKAR

s managing partnes at Breakout Capital

ar the typical investor, a bank fixed
deposit (FIN loses money, Assuming %
st aone-year fised deposit
with State Bank of India offered less than
consumer inflation in 10 of the past 13
over those 1% years,
the investor ended a full percentage podnt behind
¥ on | January, the
odds are that over the next 12 mont hs, one wil
lative o inflation and end up being

taxon

years. lutively,

Inflation. Ifone invests inan

nreal terms,

T banlwark of Tneliamn household savings, roal
estate, performs only manginally bette
s priee data for
s and looking at returns adjusted by the pre-
capital gains, r
beat infation nenly four of the last 53 ye
FLis on a cumulative hasis.
What about gold? Considering s
b, gobd beats inflationin
, but with much greater price Auctuations,
Imcluding oartright Iosses in some years,
estir were tolnvest o third of

PropEquity’s ha

il
wanlling tax e long-ter

does worse than e

a5 el
L3 yea

I the judicio
her asse

wonlhd still not be able to beat |
. Om a cumulative hasis, s
have laggged inflation and thas ended o

st

pocrer inrelative terms,

The comclusdon of this exercise is stradght for-
ware. Ione wants to retain parchasing power
[ Inneha, having somse equities in your portfolio

While the exact extent of equity allocation will
depend on the nvestor's individual eire
shmulate o scenaro whers our ju
wests i Fourth of her portfolio
wch in the other three assel classes, this
portfolio’s post-tax retum troamgps inflation in 1of
beating It by a
i lized. The years inwhich
5 balaneed portfolio lags inflation are 201
whien there wasa lange drawdow,

hee puast 15 v vmulativel

respectatie 1

and 2015
woldd prices,

hulanee shiee
Froan the Re

together the asset side of the howsehold
shiset {see ple charth, Note that this s a snapshot of Wi
aggregate household savings anc not the
s assol classes. Th
niclal |
nelude Do id assets held for b
like cash or current and savings account balances.
y vitlue classified as prom
m this exercise as it see
westment portfolio of a howsehold.

1 Ehae bleak real returns of most assets
except equities. this allocation seems surprising, 10
anet were b coampte households” setual return

Revw of savings inta var
does not account for fi

the

India’s

It i instruct Iw tocompare thissuggested allm i
1l
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Reality check: Inflation has been
getting the better of our assets

Indian households remain under-tnvested in equity despite evidence of how this feaves us shorichanged over the long haul

K
B lopseven

il estate
st

r taxation
ofthe past

atbon i six of the
e wonlkd
g

Why it's hard to beat inflation
Indians have most of their money in
investment classes whose value rarely
outpaces inflation.

While

in

aMlerias lndla Frusaanch, Kistah insi buthanal Equiiies.

n the cate
hus happensed on
rily to thelr in
ateoarld

nal

pactional purposes

et healclings is
8 0 construct

wfinvestm
wouild be the way ind

VIDYA MAHAMBARE

ts & professor of economics
and dwector [research) at Great
Lakes Wnstitute of Management.

he e ret sicer Weconomics isarith-
I: in_ee crllcrlnl.l.l

Wik hiowy excess mon I.n||||l~:'nn||m}'.l.l'nn|
complemented with erese in produe-
Hiom, resulis inhigeh nflation. Insplred by
simple vt profound statemsent, this anticle
outlines how India's target of ralsing the
share of manufacturing in GDEF to 25%
| toexpand rapddly inat least two
r Praclesh (UP and West Bengal.
inabsolute terms, manufac

Ing willl grow, but expanding the relative

Importanee of this sector in the economy

will b
In

conmve ever more difficult, Why is that?
050k, manufacturing was about
of India's econom imee 2000, it has
averaged about I7.7% When the “Make in
Indin’ campaign was lanched in 2004 itwas
LA the economy expanded over
, the share of agriculture dec
while IIw:cluﬂhwnm' e share of man -
ubacturing has never reached even 200 The
reasoas for this are well documented: Diffi-

wver thee past 13 years, that number would be about
T% annualized—barely keepingupwith inflation.
g i thiat houschobds b

ol Inlian households, whi v
are generally astute inthe
allocate thelrsavings int
Inereased investment §

been a recent phenomenon, [nearlie
awareness of—and aceess to—the entire bouguet
it optbons was Nmdted. Almlh

tally aceount for their savings, ]'m|u'|1v and gold,
whichin many cases are ancestral, donot form part

\V4

of the usual asset allocation arithmetie,
rue that many howsehalds do not
intend tosell thess Faimily helrdooms, properly
accoumnting for them is important to cstimate the
overall allocation come:
itis alsocrucial to incude oft-overlooked Foreed-
saving instruments like pension schemes and/'or
insurance products in the oves
Praga Fronm Kotak Institutional Equities shows
that even within financial assets, almost 42
household Anancial assets are invested i
and insurance ||n>dln= 5. The

Andwhile one isat i,

llmath.

o
pension

products a

‘Source AL, Wind God Counci,

dl-Income fns anwd

sufTer ton Large extent from drawbac ks similar to
those of FDs. Based on available disclosures from
nel insurance providers, ifwe bifureate

ferm LIS

igemient hotwi

istruments and equities, the overall
financial asset allocation of households turns out
o be 635% in Favour of sed income and 35% in
iities. Given that financlal assets account fora
aver afourth ofall houschold assets, we can

infier that equities aceount for barely 1% of the

overall k

e sheet,

The Personal Finance section of Mint occasion-
ally carries an interesting feature that highlights
llw'wﬂll al'lnc.!lmn

ce-up ol financially savvy
s and fund

peopl
o w1u|I| h ||t|.»

financial planni

the haol
step For ey
comprehy

SO

instruments,

als s thelr large allocati
clally compared tothe average householdd.
IFbesting inflation over a bong span of time is
v eradl of personal fn
¢ investor would be to dreaw upa
isive
discretionary. foreed and ancestral,
Chances are i
like a neatly spliced chart of a quarter assigned
eich topropercty. gokd, equity and Axed-income

ors. What's comumon to these indi-
1 K equities, espu-

1 the eritical frst

centory of all househaold assets

ot grovdngg b lowsk anything

These are the aufoes personal veies,

THEIR

25% manufactumng target could prove elusive

cultles inotstadni
licences, delays in acquird Im( |i('} n!|||m~
ments sueh as land, hundreds of steingent
labour regulations that Hllkl' taking on

while it was marginal in Karnataka and

Mk copt Gugjarat, in all the other
ring mow comtribtes
b than 25% of state GUP. In Karmnatala and

Labowreostly and in
of sanall rather than lar srrated firms,
anl deficiencies of physical infrastrue Iurt'
andd governance at the level of states,
Consld o fomir states that contribe
utee o Inlian manufactr 2004-05,
Malarashtra, Gujarat, Tar el anil Bar-
nataka contribated 48% of India's fetory
outpaut, In 2021- 22, the latest year forwhich
therelevant data is avadlable, they were still
i togs £ amil their contribution was
about the same, While Maharashtra'scontii-
bution to the manufacturing sector fell over
this period. that of the other three states

s the sector contributes about
I short, though

our better-industrialized states continued
tor pecount for about half
the country's manufietur-

ing, the sector's relative
contribiition to their state
economies fell.

The key reason is this: As
% rise, our cons
sumption patterns tend to
shift towards services. We

Incresed, especially hlllur“n B
n W
st in 200 1L asin .!tl.tl &5 UP, West
Bengal and Haryana, Thedr combined share
I the sector's out put fell From about 17.7% o
6% during th
Now consider the share of manuficturing
I the state economy. Inall the four states
that contributed the most to the sector, thie
share of factory owtput in thedr respective
economies reduced betwesn 2004005 am]

20021-Z2 The largest Ball was in Maharashira,

spend more on hotelsand -~ for this sector to

restaurants, tourism, edu- and Karmataka contimesto
cation, healtheare, truns: — fOrm a quar‘ter expand, its share in their
et anel e lservices state GIP and thas I

such us grooming saloons
and gyms, As demanad for
services inereases, the local

prencluetion of services must
these cannet lll‘l

8
II.\ Iy prosperous states
haveseen asinificant improven Inedu-
cation levels Young peaple have hoen going

We'll need rapid
industrialization
in Uttar Pradesh "
and West Bengal

of our GDP

MINT

DeepMind’s Nobel is a tribute
to the therapeutic value of Al

Al ability to crack protein structures is a big leap for healthcare

LISA JARYIS

|s & Bloombeng Opinlon columnist covering
biatech, health care and the pharmaceutical
Inechusstry.

hidsyear's Nobel Prige inchemistry is

an incredible vote of confidence in

the potential of artificial intelligence

(A to transform the way medicines are

Invented by using Al to illuminate and

mardpulate proteins, Hfe's most basic

burdbelingg blocks. The Royal Swedish Acad-

iy of Selences honoured University of

Washington professor David Baker and

o scbentists from Google DeepMind,

CEO Dvemis Hassabis and senlor research
B st Johin Jumper.

Hassabis and Jumpser were recognized
for winning a decades-long race to use
conmpuiters to predict a protedn s structare
baserel oon only om its genetic code, Baker's
prdiee noels to s use of companerstodnvent
never-beforne-soen prifeins.

Tra 2000, Do pdlind affered its frst big
ahvanee, showing its Al algorithim Alpha-
Fald could correctly “solve” the structures
of proteins that scientists had already
worked outin the lab. Just a couple cil}Hr\
later, it offered a more stunning feat with
the release of snapshots of nearly every
protein in all 200 million
building blocks for humans, ani
lants, fungd, bacteria and more.

Comsdider that not sobong ago,
an e of o single protein w
painstaking process that sometimes didn't
even work, So AlphaFold may be new, but
it's already changing the industry, For the
last Fow years, whenever [visit pharms 1o
pandes ko ot thebr labest scienee,
become my habit to asle: And what do you
think about AlghaFold? Are you using it?
The answer, alwi ps." In 2LL, Jay
Bradner, then head of e rt'l::n Nowartis
lelschentific officer at Amgen) told
o §E maore than Spe
dows protein stEuCte matter so
" Proteing are the targets of maost
themselyves
s want (o be

able to 'see’ them in intricate detail to
lesign drugs that com wedge into just the
right spet—a hidden pocketor, IIM|I‘||\"|J||

b turn them off, on, or ey
||(|I\.I.|\rm||cl.||mse. diseas

see the chall
bl im strueture,
inwheeds,

No, wearen't ina workd where someons
prressesa button on acomputer and it spits
ot the blueprin for a novel deog—and [
doubit that we'll ever get there, Neverthe-
less, Biotech and pharma companies have
uidetly integrated the p n prediction
technodogy into thelr daily work inoways
that trim time from the difficult, slow pro-

‘In"_\' e ammazingly var-
rom Tileses to squiggles (o

infowr higher education because they donot
want to work om Bactory floors, These jobs
et only pay bess, they are seen as lower in
sockal status than servic
g aspdne towork b
i
than one would ina factory while retaining
the fexibility of work
howirs, These pred
meean manufaeturing

thiese states s inereasingly
it on migrant labour.
+trencls that fvour
the dermamd and supply of
services mean that even if

ACET
Inere:
For India’sshare of n
ufacturingto 2% ol GDP, we need ¢
sechor to expand ragdd other states such
s UP, Wiest Bengal and i, Yol evenin
[N i, thieshare of manufacturing
in thedr state economies has ol dsen,
hese three states, together with Odisha and
Bihar, with about #0% of India’s population,

Ikely to

Google DeepMind's AlphaFold algosithm
holds enormous promise

cess of inventing new medicines. And
Deesp Mind sclentists continue fo make the
technology even more usefil, Thisspring,
the company unvelled a version of the
technodogy that can prediet the interae-
e proteins and other key play
the cell, whether that's DNA, ]ll\ﬂ
I||r|11I. mmolecubes or other protelns And last
year, sclentists analysed the structures
within AlphaFold to figure out which
change protein are hanmful andwhich
are benign, atool that can helpresearchers
much more casily pinpoint the cause of
rare gensetlc discases.

Many masre advances are needed, Not all
the structures in AlphaFold all perfect
sommie fur from and so further refine-
ment bs kneerder, And peogple in the field of
Al drug design woubd like to be able to cre-
atea g that motonly Tocks into its et
bt s alsoysafie aned has the kind of proger-
s that make it viable commescial prod-
uet (o exampde, one that sticks sroumd in
the hody long enough to doits joband can
b puackiesd it a pill For easy o ||nm|mpl|.1a|1l
Allafy I=still awork in proy

The oithie af the Nobel ]’l'l'.u' ]
Unibversiiy of Washington's David Bake
whio has spent his carcer trying todos
thing quite extraordinary: designing pro-
teins not found in nature, That first
vecquired wnderstanding how proteins fild
(s that Deepbdind work underscores, no
wany task), and then tinkering with the
genetie sequences to come up with new
structures,

While the applications of this approach
ST many lines, in medicine, that

vthing from tiny tweaks in
e an existing
Arcaming wp

ipproach? Last
Ii('[| {0 sink more
ulhes, o
bigstech firm whose foundational techined -
Oy canme I'n:rln]hklll‘ALuh That puts the
COmpan echebons of not
anly Al-focuse (Iﬂ:lmmlllm]ml all blotech
startups.

What'sineredibile about the work done
across both Baker's lab and DeepMind is
the pace of progress, We're m'llllml‘]nmlr
b plaee where the dng:
coms s more effickent and succosiul. That's
something toceleheate,  ©OLODMBERG

replicate the suceess of the togs four?

They can attract local Tabour and workers
states, However, priv i
] fectomies in these states only
are assured of good and stable gov-
e, sl by obtalnable Heences and land,
infrastructure,
¥ will also have to
||I.\unc|1|ul|l\' and price, As
ry i il meiot bave perts for
thi expaort of manufsetured goods, indus-
tries that need to aecess global markets e
higher transportation costs,

The challenge s steep, i the scale of fae-
tory expansion needed s massive. Forexam-
ple, UFs mamufacturing share in state GEE
s about 14%. 1t would need to reach over
F0-35% for India's Tactory-sector o attaing
share of 25% and act as o generator of jobs by
the million.

These states have a window ofa decade or
i ter industrialloe at the pace recuired. As
thebryouth ascend the aspirationeurve, they
oo wotld not want towork in factories, We
showld not forget that services will continse
topecounnt for the largest part of the Indian
econoamy. providing jobs toan increasing
mumbser of youth,

Arithmetie, as Summers sald, can be a
powerful tool to understand reality,

apart Frod
compete:
VP, Bk aned |
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Peacekeepers’ peril

India joins 34 other countries contributing troops to the UNIFIL

in condemning Isracli milicary actions that threaten peacekeepers

2 ongoing hostilities in the West Asia have drawn global concem, with recent esca-
lations along the Israel-Lebanon border highighting the risks faced by United Nations

As lsragli ai

target Gaza and tensions spill over to southern

Lebanun. the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) finds itself in the line of fire. India,
along with 34 other countries that contribute troops to UNIFIL, has endorsad a joint state-
ment condemning actions that jeopardise the safety of peacekeapers and calling for the
protaction of UN personnel as per existing United Nations Security Council (UNSC) res-
olutions. The situation along the Israel-Lebanon border has become increasingly volatile,
with Israeh military operations intensifying in Lebanon. On October 11, two Sri Lankan
UN peacekespers ware wounded in an Israal airstrike near their watchtower in Nagoura,
south Lebanon, This was second attack in 48 hours where UNIFILs main base in the
region was subjected to blasts amid the cross-bordar conflict. UNIFIL is a peacekeep-

ing mission established in 1978 to monitor the ces-
sation of hostilities in the area. It is the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon.

In the wake of the attack, India has condemned the
threat to peacekeapers’ safety. The Indian Parmanent
Mission to the United Nations reaffirmed that the “safe-
ty and security of peacekeepers ara of paramount
importance and must be ensured in accordance with
axtant UNSC Resolutions.” India's stance undarscores
its long-standing commitment to UN peacekeeping
operations, where it has historically been one of the
largest contributors of troops. Of the 9532 troops
deployed, 895 happen to be Indian. In fact, India hap-

pens to be the secand largest contributor to the peacekeeping mission next to Indonesia.
So far UNIFIL has endured 334 casualties. The UN's efforts aim to bring a halt to hos-
tilities that have resulted in significant casualties and infrastructure damage, exacerbat-
ing an already dire situation in the region. The UN Security Council has called for restraint
from all parties involved and emphasised the importance of allowing humanitarian aid
to reach civilians in Gaza. However, the complexity of the conflict, with multiple factions
and extarnal players influencing the dynamics, has made the path t a ceasefire fraught
with obstacles. India’s response to the recent escalation along the Israel-Lebanon bor-
der reflects a pragmatic approach. While it has avoided direct candemnation of either
side in the broader conflict, its alignment with the UNIFIL countries signals support for
intarnational peacekeeping standards. By calling for the protection of peacekeepers and
adharence to UNSC resolutions, India is positioning itself as a responsible stakehaldar
in upholding international law and maintaining regional stability. The path to a sustain-
able ceasefire remains uncertain, but with global powars like India endorsing diplomat-
¢ initiatives and supporting the UN's peacekeeping mandate, there is a stronger impe-

tus for pursuing non-=violent solutions to the angoing crsis

Gandhi’s philosophy
In the age of Al

As we forge ahead into this digital age, embracing Gandhi’s philosophy
could pave the way for a more humane and equitable furure

FLif] intelligence
(AL} is incrumln]fl{y
shaping our world,

making |LL‘ relevance of

many ancient philosophies
seem distant. People may
find it difficult to compre-
hend the hardships our pre-
decessors endured during
heir lifetimes.

n peaple may find it dif-
ficult to Lrllw\. that great
philosophers, who ﬁdw
provided us with o wealth of
Lnuwltdgc once lived on
this planet. We will accept
only those incidents and
individuals whose pho-
tographs or videos are
accessible. As of now, we are
fortunate to have docu-
mentary evidence of our
nation’s father, Mahatma
Gandhi. Otherwise, people
woiild have forgotten him.
But even in this digital
world where Al rules
humanity, Gandhiji’s phi-
losophy remains profound-
Iy rl:llc\'anl.

ﬁhc cone values that Gandhi
stood for—such as non-
violence, truth, self-
reliance, simplicity and
social justice—offer time-
less guidance for managing
the challenges humanity
faces cven today. We can

interpret non-violence
(Ahimsa) in this digital era
as ensuring the ethical and
responsible use of Al tech-
nul}ugicx. Gandhian princi-
ples have high relevance
toselay as we start i|||_|.'ruat|ng
Al into aspects of human
life, be it healthcare, econ-
omy, agriculture, or ware-
housing, As we indulge in
digital warfare Gandhi's
non-vielence principle
prompts us to develop tech-

nologics that prioritise
human welfare and min-

imise harm,

(:yhurbullying is on the
rise, and many people are
fallin victim.

hclgull ing fundamen-

l<| Iy Inw{

words, images, o exclusion
on Ihr internet as a means
of violence, Unfortunately,
even political parties some-
times encourage such
behaviour for gain, which

ves the use of

fosters enmity between
communitica—a divide that
can be challenging to
bridge.

By embracing ahimsa, indi-
viduals can practice empa-
thy and kindness online,
refraining from harmful or
derogatory comments.
Promaoting non-vielence in
digital spaces could lead to
lcﬁutnl aggression and a
more supportive online
environment. Gandhi’s
emphasis on truth serves as
u powerful antidote to the
deceit and falschoods that
often fuel cyberbullyin
Many online bullies ]mrc
behind anonymous pro-
files, spreading rumours,
lies, or misinformation.
Truthfulness can also
empower victims to speak
out against bullying, creat-
ing a culture of transparen-
cy and accountability. In the
digital age, where people
can react instantly and
sometimes impulsively,
applying self-discipline is
crucial. In a world where
major tech companies dom-
inate Al development,
Gandhi’s philosophy of self-
reliance (s wmltx!’uh is high-
ly applicable. It encourages
nations, especially third-

"T'he steadfast diplomat who

-

~ ' o ~ . . .
crafted India’s foreign policy_.,

SANTHOSH MATHEW

As India marks the 50th anniversary of V K Krishna Menon’s passing, it is a fitting
moment to remember a man whose brilliance shaped the nation’s global diplomacy

ifty years since Vengalil
Krishna

Menanls passing, the sig-

nificance of his contri-

butions to Indian diplo-
macy and ghobal politics remains
evident., Hailed s one of Indias
most brilliant yet controversial
cy is inex-
tricably linked with the evolution
alicy.
Born in Kozhikode, Kerala, his
journey from a young bay in
I[LEJI'I

Krishnan

statesmen, Menons |

of the country’s foreign

South [ndia o a pivatal figy
the world stage was mar

antellectal rigor -tLallldxtmmi.
commitment
o Indials sovercignty and values.
Whan he passed away on October
6, 1974, then-Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi described his
departure as “a volcano has been
aptly capturing
the intensity he brought to every
role he undertook. His contribu-
tions, despite the passage of time,
continue to influence India’s

and an unyleldi

extinguished”

diplomatic posture,

Menon's early life in Kerala and
subsequent education in the
o set the stage for
hils distinguished career. His asso-
clation with Jawaharlal Nehru,
whom he befriended while in
London, was instrumental in
shaping his path. Quickly emerg-
ing as @ prominent voice in the
Inclian independence movement
abroad, Menon's articulate
specches and sharp intellect
earned him recognition, During
his time in the UK, he co-found-
e Penguin Books, which revolu-
blishing industry
iterature affordable
e. However, his foray
it publishing was merely the
lf\l:i true L'arling:

crafting Indids foreign pnllc{'.
the

United Ki

tionised the ]p'u
by making i

il secess
precursor to

It was M

who proposed

term “Non-Aligned Movement”
(NAM], a cornerstone of Indias
Cold War-era diplomatic stance,
He championed neutrality, ensut-

die-

ing that India, as a newly i

pendent nation, did not align iself
with cither the United States or
the Soviet Union. For Menon,

n-
t <|m| -.L]r respiect. IIc I'lLru.Iy
lfdrndtd this stance on various
international platforms, particu-
Larly at the United Mations, where
his eloquence and conviction

Bl
DHARAMAPALAN

world countries, to build
their own Al capabilities
and not rely solely on for-
(‘IBII‘L{.}NIS:[IIH}' {ualulng
digital inde e an

made him a formidable figure.
As Indiss representative at
the UN, Menon achieved glob-
al recognition, notably deliv-
ering the longest speech in the
forum’s history—a marathon
eight-hour defence of Indiak
position on Kashmir during
the 1957 General Assembly,
His uiwavering defence of
Indias claim to Kashmir

warned him the title "Hero of

Kashmir” Yet, his confronta-
tional style also attracted crit-
fcism, esp ly from Western
media, which often portrayed
him as the “Indian I}luqlulin."
suggesting he exerted undue
intluence over Nehru’s policies.
Menon's relationship with
Nehru was undoubtedly sig-
nificant, with the Prime
Minister recognising his bril-
liance and apps him ta
wovernment roles, first as a
minister without partfolio and
later, in 1957, as Defence
Minister. Together, they
steered Indiak post-indepen-
demce stritegies in both fore

relations and defence. The
1962 Sino-Indian War marked
aturning point for Menon, As
Defence Minister, he was
widely blamed for Indias
crushing defeat by China, with
critics accusing him of failing
to adequately prepare the mil-
itary, Western media, particu-
larly "Time' magasine, infa-
maously depicted him on its
cover as a “snake charmer
manipulating Nehru into a dis-

MENON'S EARLY LIFE
IN KERALA AND
SUBSEQUENT
EDUCATION IN THE
UNITED KINGDOM
SET THE STAGE FOR
HIS DISTINGUISHED
GAREER. HIS
ASSOCIATION WITH
JAWAHARLAL
MEHRU, WHOM HE
BEFRIENDED WHILE
IN LONDON, WAS
INSTRUMENTAL IN
SHAPING HIS PATH

largely responsible for the
n.lchaciu. stch an assessment
does not acknowledge his
broader contributions to
defence and foreign policy.
Menon was o
self-reliance in defense, laying
the groundwork for indigenis-
|n1f military production—a
fey India pursues to this
day. Furthermaore, his role in
the Goa Liberation movement
of 1961, which ended
Portuguese cobonial rule, rein-
forced his image as a dedicat-
ed patriot,
Despite the setback after the
Sino-Indian War, Menon's
carcer was not over. In 1971,
supported by the left-leaning
EMS Namboodiripad, Menon
made a comeback to
Parlinment, representing
Thiruvananthapuram. His
return was o testament to the
enduring respect he com-
manded among certain seg-
ments of Indian society, Even
in his later years, Menon
remained a formidable pres-
ence in politics, unafraid to
challenpe prevailing norms.
Menais persanal life remained
relatively private, though his
wit and often abrasive style
earned him both admirers
wnd detractors. He was viewed
by comemporaries such as
Bertrand Russell as a man of
profound intellect and integri-
ty. Yet, his sharp tongue and
uncompromising nature also
alienated many, leading to

roponent of

diplormats like VE Menon and
KPS Menon. These tensions
added an clement of intrigue
to his already controversial
career
Refle on the 50th anniver-

sary of Menon’s passing invites
o reevaluation of his towering
legacy. His contributions to
Indian foreign policy, particu-

larly his advocacy for non-

alignment and his defense of
]Il&id'h stance on Kashmir,
remain integral to the country’s
diplomatic strategies. The fact
that his UN speech still holds
the record as the longest ever
dielivered underscores his place
in the annals of global diplo-
|'|'|HL'I\'.

Menon's influence extended
beyond Indias borders; his
advacacy for global disarma-

ment and his warning, “Either
man will abalish war, or war
will abolish man)” still res-
onates in international forums,
At a time when diplomacy
often takes place behind closed
doors, Menon's readiness to
speak truth to power, regard-
less of personal cost, set him
apart. His passing marked the
end of an e it his bdeas—
}mnimlar]r]m Tee commit-
ment to Indian sovereignty
vl global justice—continue to
shape the country’s foreign
policy.  The "voleano” that
ndira Gandhi referred to still
casts o long shadow over
Indian diplomacy—a shadow
that endures,

astrous  conflict. While
Menon's detractors held him

well-

ublicised rivalries,
including with fellow Malayali

{ The writer is an associate
professor; views are personal)
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BABA SIDDIQUE ASSASSINATED

Madam — The city of Mumbai has
recorded another high-profile targeted
killing of NCF leader *‘ah Siddique. The
assassination of Siddique by two shooters
at the time he is leaving his sons office and
sitting in the car is purely calibrated
killing attempts. Despite the fact that his
son Zeeshan was an elected MLA from
Bandra, Mumbai, it is a bit surprising that
killing took place in the same areas.
However, its too early to claim the killing
wis politically motivated before a proper
investigation is to be done by the Mumbai
police. e is known in the entire of India
tor the glam glitz Mar Parties, which attract
Ils:l]:,mnu.l. celebrities every year. The

ensuring the use of Al in
ways that benefit local
economies and cultures is
crucial. One of Gandhi's
most enduring legacies was
his advocacy for the mar-
ginalised. In the Al-domi-
nated world, we must
ensure that these technolo-
gies do not exacerbate
inequalities, We should use
Al to promote inclusivity,
reduce the digital divide,
and provide technology
access for all, which is in
line with Gandhi's vision of
social justice. In essence,
Giandhian philosophy, with
its moral elarity and
human-centred approach,
serves as a vital guide for
shaping the Al-driven
future. en ina world
where technology seems to
dominate, Gandhi's philos-
ophy has high relevance
far building peace and hap-
piness in the world.

(The author i a Dean at
Garden City University and
an adfunct faculty »

at NIAS, Bang
are personal)

investigation will shed light on the actual
motive of the killer for his targeted killing,
Meanwhile, it is extremel #1:: note that
killing is such an casy 14:& in our country,
If paliticians and renowned personal
likee Baba Siddique are not safe in our coun-
try, how could we expect the safety of the
locals?

The policing mechanism has to be active
all the time w avold such uncertaintics,
Also, there must be a rigorous punishiment
mechanism for the shooters, and harsh
prenalitios fo b put in place so that no such
miscreants will dare to take such actions
on the charm of few money from the sctu-
al culprits.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanprr

TACKLE HUNGER CRISIS

Madam— This refers to the article an the
paradox of nutritional status. Though the
contour of nutritiondl statis has oo many
curves based on too many factors like
urban, rural, poor, rich, middle class, gen-
the overall condition is def-
i not un:lrumginﬁ. The rank given by
the Global Hunger Index needs no suspi-
cion. The country’s nutrition-related pro-
prammes organised by the Union and State
povernments need an uprisal to review the
il“plﬂ\‘(‘l“(‘l’“ or the otherwise.

A national programme with area-specific
contents needs 1o be taken up, involving
the youth who can contribute nutrition-

STy

jennis e one al the all-time
reatest tennis players, Rafael
hndul has announced his retire-
ment asa professional tennis pl.:r:l Nadal
remaing one of the most decorated
sportspersons of all time of the 22 Grand
Slam titles he has won, the Spaniard
clinched a recard 14 French Opens, Nadal
also has 36 masters titles as well as an
Olympic gold medal. Beyond his clay

related knowledge and implement the pro-
gram with periodical study on the ﬁhlﬂ;
There was news in the media aboat the lad
af quality of the distributed suff also. In
shums, poar eating and non-access to nutri-
tiomal items are issues, and among the rich,
avereating of avoidable iterms is the kssue.
Unless nutrition s taken up as a priority
to implement with all seriousness and wit
addequate allocation of funds, there may not
be a tangible improvement in the status.
Expenditure on improving nutrition:
ive investrent as it belps
improve the productivity of the individu-
als as well as the nation, which is immi-
nent.

A G Rajmohan| Anansapur

MASTERING POLITICAL GAMES

Madam — There is no specific Noble Prize
far palitics, However, many politicians
received the Noble Peace Prize for their
efforts in promoting peace, resolving con-
flicts and advancing t\umlm rights; exam-
ples are Nelson Mandela, Barack Obama,
and Mikhail Gorbachev.

Political manoeuvring and politics are relat-

Tennis legend retires

court mastery, Nadal has won US Open
titles four times and the Australian
Open two times, On the grass of
Wimbledan, a surface considered chal-
lenging for him, he secured two cham-
{!lsanuhl.psi Who could forget the 2008
Wimbledon final between MNadal and
Federer? Or 2013 Australian Open final
between Nadal and Dijkovic?
Surely Nadal should have inspired mil-
lions of children to start playing tennis
across the globe. Nadal remained the
world's top player for 209 weeks durd
his peak years, 2005-2023, After Naclals
retirement will men's tennis ever have
another trio, “Federer, Nadal and
Dijokyic,” who dominated tennis for 20
years? Certainly Nadals retirement from
tennis is the end of an era.

P Victor Selvaraj | Tiruriclveli

e but distinet, The former inmvolves a vari-
ety of tactics aimed at maintaining or gain-
ing power such as politicians changing par
ties (turn coats), building pre or post poll
alliances with other political parties, con-
testing elections as independent candidate
if thcket is denied and after winning get-
ting favours Il:,- supparting government
forming party or parties, using the funda-
mental right of freedom of speech to the
fullest extent in criticizing the opponents
e will, turning from riu to friends and vice
versa with ease umune o guilt
or shame, directing resotirces for garner-
ing and maintaining vote banks throu
freehics & unproductive welfare schemes,
toppling governments, poaching elected
members from opposition parties and
defaming own country’s government & its
nlicies abroad ete. Indian politicians are
Mahirs' in the abhove activie fa
Noble Prize i instituted for ]m] cal
mlmmvulng India will always get it.
) Prasada Rao | Hyderabad
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EMOJIS SPEAK WHERE
TEXTING FALLS SHORT

Emojis transform otherwise bland exchanges
into vibrant and meaningful interactions

ASHA [YER KUMAR

am a huge fan of emoticons, or emojis, as | prefer to call them. In

a new, technically robust world that chooses fo conduct most of its

private and professional business digitally, the existence of emojis
is & lot more valuable than what they seems prmary. Emoajis fill the
gap between one's feelings [thoughts] and words; they arch over the
space whera mi ings bresd uni The trouble with
texting is it, more often than not, conveys meanings not meant. The
true import of the statements is offen dispensed with an unsavoury
blandness. Words, for all the power they have, are restricted in their
ability to convey true emotions. There is no tone or tenor in a conver-
sation that happens over a fyped chat. It is here that the emojis take
charge to ket people know the precise sentiment behind the words. It's
fascinating how something as simple as a tiny, colourful image can
carry the weight of an entire conversation.
Emaoijis have become the silent saviowrs of our digital dialogues, trans-
forming what could be a dry exchange into something vibran, relat-
able and meaningful. | have ahways befieved that words, despite their
richness, sometimes fatter in delivering the exact shade of sentiment
we wish to express. How many times have we sent a message and
then wondered; Will they get what | mean? Will they feel my warmth,
my concern, or my light-heartedness? Emojis step in at this point, like
fitile emotional cue cards, guiding the recipient towards the intendad
feeling behind our words.
A simple smiley can transform a blunt response into a kind reassur-
ance. It acts as a gentle nudge, hinting to the reader, “Take it easy,
this is friendly.” Emojis allow us to soften the blows of formality, sprin-
kle humour on otherwise serious subjects, or underline the gravity of

‘what would otherwise seem trivial. Consider this: You've sent a mes-

sage that says, "Let's talk later.” Now, depending on the mood of the
[person on the other side, it could be read as indifferent, abrupt, or even
ominous. But if you add a litle smiley at the end, the vibe changes
entirely. Suddenly, it sounds casual, aimost warm. This is the magic
of emajis — they are the unseen bridges in our communication, pre-
wenting misunderstandings. They fill in the emotional blanks that test
leaves behind. In this world where we don’t always get the hxury of
hearing someone's voice or sezing their expressions, emaodis have qui-
efly become the body language of our conversations. They provide a
wiy fo infuse our cold, typed words with a cozy connection. That's
where their real value lies, and why |, as someone deeply in love with
words and their power, have come fo appreciate the humble emaji.
Moreover, in a globally connected world where language barriers can
stand betwesn intent and interpretation, emojis offer a universal code.
A thumbs-up or a heart means the same whether you're in Dubai or
Delhi, making them incredibly effective in fostering inclusivity and under-
standing.
As | continue my writing journey, both in traditional and digital spaces,
I find myself more often turning to emojis to complement my words,
when texting or ing over social media. They are
the small, unspoken allies in my digital interactions, helping me stay
connected, relatable, and, most importantly, underséood. In a time when
misunderstandings are as quick as a keystroke, I've come fo appre-
ciate emojis as more than just playful symbals. They are, in many ways,
the unsung heroes of modern communication, making sure that what
we feel and what we say are in sync. And that's a role too impostant
o ignare.
(The author is a columnist and writing coach based in Dubai;
Views are personal)
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'The booklet that

redefines Mayawati

|\
EISWAJEET BANERJEE

Mavyawati is launching a revival effort to reclaim lost ground; she released a 59-page
booklet outlining the party’s roadmap, while emphasising her ‘Iron Lady’ image

acing a steep decline in electoral
performance, the Bahu{'an Samaj
Party {BSF), under the leadershij
of Mayawati, is now pivoting wit
anew strategy aimed at regaining
its bost political ground. The once-formida-
ble party, which made significant strides in
the late 1990s and early 20005 by mobilis-
ing Dalit and man in.a{iscd communities,
has been on the back foot in recent elections.
With an eye on the ugcnminq assembly by-
elections and the 2027 general elections, the
BSP has taken an important step by releas-
ing a 59-page booklet, designed not only to
recount its past achievements but also to
chart a new course for the future. The
release of this booklet is a key part of the
BSP's revitalisation plan. It features sever-
al from May i, emphasisi
her leadership and vision for the partys
future. One: o?thc key aspects of the ch
let is Mayawati's scf?—ridcmiﬁcatinn as the
"Iron Lady,” a term that echoes the strong
and uncompromising leadership style often
associated with female leaders in global pol-
itics, such as former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher.
By using this title, Mayawati seeks to pro-
ject an image of resilience, firmness and
determination, drawing on her previous
tenure as the Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, where she exercised considerable
pelitical influence. Maﬁzwati’s attempt to
irvoke historical symbolism is another

notable feature of the hooklet. She compares !

herself to Emperor Ashoka, an ancient

Indian ruler known for his governance and |

promotion of social justice. The parallel is

clear: like Ashoka, Mayawati aspires to usher
in a newr era of social welfare and justice for |

the marginalised sections of society, partic-

ﬂl.allyDaJ' E;}?u this co m&znn. she ;|
opes o er image as a leader capa-
ble of hringing about meaningful social :
change, positioning herself as a saviour of
the oppressed and aligning her leadership |
with India’s rich historical tradition of jus-

tice. The use of such symbolic language is :
not merely rhetorical; it is a caloulated effort |

to energise the party’s traditional voter base,
which largely consists of Dalits, while also

appealing to other communities. The invo- |
cation o Emiﬁm Ashoka, a figure revered :
i

for his contributions to governance, inclu-
siveness and justice, allows Mayawati to
appeal to a wider electorate that values
strong leadership based on socal equity and
welfare.

By aligning her vision with that of Ashoka, i

she is reminding voters that her leadership
stands for inclusiveness, fair governance and

social justice—values that resonate deeply -

with her core constituency. One of the most

significant components of Mayawatis new |

political strategy is a renewed focus on social

engineering, an electoral strategy that had ©

reviously yielded considerable success

for the BSP. This approach, which played
a crucial role in Mayawati’s rise to power |

in 2007, involves forging electoral alliances
across caste lines—specifically between

Dalits and Brahmins. By uniting these |
groups, the BSP was able to create a win- .
?:mu]aﬂaatreﬁulmd in sweeping elec-

ning
toral victories in the mid-2000s.
The booklet highlights the party’s intention

to revive this strategy, indicating that the :

BSP aims to once again bring together a

broad-based coalition to strengthen its polit- |

ical position. In the booklet, Mayawati

makes a strong appeal to Brahmin voters, ©

ONE OF THE
PRIMARY
OBSTACLES 1S
- THE EROSION OF
- ITS TRADITIONAL
VOTE BANK. THE
' BSP, WHICH ONCE
COMMANDED A
SUBSTANTIAL
BASE AMONG
DALIT VOTERS,
HAS SEEN A
SIGNIFICANT
PORTION OF
THESE VOTES
SHIFT TOWARD
THEBJP IN
RECENT
ELECTIONS

asserting that their economic and social |

upliftment can only be achieved under BSP
rule. She takes the opportunity to criticise

rival political parties, including the
Samajwadi Party (SF), Congress,
and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJF), for neglecting the Brahmin

: community and failing to address

their concerns. By making this
overture 1 Brahmins, Mayawati
hopes to recreate the Brahmin-
Dalit electoral coalition that had
hieen so successful in the past, par-
ticularly in 2007, when this formu-
la helped her ascend to the Chief
Minister’s office in Uttar Pradesh.
This strategy signals that Mayawati
is determined to reconstruct a
broad-based support structure,
aiming to gain apgjcvthol.d among
baoth upper and lower castes. The
outreach to Brahmins is not an
entirely new tactic for the BSE.

The party had previously estab-

‘lished strong support among

Brahmin voters, particularly in the
mid-2000s. by emphasising the
importance of social cohesion and
inclusive governance. In mamny
ways, Mayawatis return to this for-
mula reflects her understanding of
the changing political dynamics in
Uttar Pradesh. She recognises the
importance of rebuilding alliances
that cross caste lines, particularly
as the political landscape in the
state continues to evolve. However,
the new strategy does not stop with
Brahmins. The booklet also directs
sharp critiques at Mayawatis polit-

ical rivals, particularly Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi. She targets
Gandhi’s recent wisit to a shoe
repair shop, characterising it as
“symbaolic politics™ that does little
to address the real issues faced by
marginalised communities. In her
view, this gesture perpetuates caste-
based stereotypes, reinforcing the
notion that certain communiti
such as Dalits, should be associat-
cd with manual labour, including

‘shoe-making. This critique is

aimed at resonating with her core
wvoter hase—Dalits—by emphasis-
ing her stance against caste-based
occupations and promoting a
broader vision of social justice.
Mayawati also uses the booklet to
revisit past political alliances,
notably the failcdppartncrship
between the BSP and the
Samajwadi Party (SP) ahead of the
2019 Lok Sabha elections.

The alliance, once seen as a formi-
dable force capable of challenging
the B[P in Uttar Pradesh, ultimate-
ly fell apart. In the booklet,
Mayawati attributes the break-
down to a lack of communication
from Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, who, according to
her, stopped answering her calls,
This communication breakdown,
she claims, forced the BSP to
withdraw from the alliance—a
move she frames as one made out
of self-respect. By bringing up the
collapse of the aﬁiancc. Mayawati
secks to remind voters of her
independence and self-reliance as
a leader, further distinguishing
herself from her political rivals.
Despite Mayawatis efforts to repa-
sition the BSP, the party faces sig-
nificant challenges. One of the pri-
mary obstacles is the erosion of its
traditional vote bank. The BSP,
which once commanded a substan-
tial base among Dalit voters, has
seen a significant portion of these
votes shift toward the BJP in
recent elections.

In a notable shift in strategy,
Mayawati has announced that the
BEP will contest the upcoming by-
elections.

Historically, the party has refrained
from participating in by-pells,
preferring to focus its resources on
general elections. However, the
recent electoral setbacks and the
changing political landscape in

Uttar Pradesh have prompted a
reassessment of this approach. By
contesting the by-elections,
Mayawati hopes to reenergise the
party’s cadre and send a message
to her supporters that the BSP is
still in the fight. The by-elections
offer the BSF an opportinity to test
its new strategies and alliances in
a smaller electoral context before
the next general elections. By
doing so, the party can identify its
strengths and wcaznﬁsﬁ allowing
it to adjust its tactics in preparation
for larger electoral battles.
Additionally, Mayawati’s decision
to contest the by-elections is about
more than just win seats—it's
also about reinvigorating the party’s
organisational strength. In recent
years, the BSP5 grassroots machin-
ery has weakened, with many
party waorkers becoming disillu-
sioned after a series of electoral
defeats. By throwing the party
into the by-election fray, Mayawati
aims to revive its organisational
structure and prepare it for future
contests. Mayawati's messaging,
as outlined in the newly released
booklet, signals her determination
to reclaim the BSPs former elec-
toral strength.
Through a combination of symbaol-
ic language, critiques of her rivals,
and a recalibrated strategy, she
hopes to reposition the BSP as a
force to be reckoned with in Uttar
Pradesh politics. The upcominy
bry-elections will serve as a crocia
test for the party’s new approach
and could determine whether
Mayawati is successful in her
effiarts to revitalise her support base
and counter growing mn:lpctitinn
from both established and emerg-
ing palitical players.
{T%le writer is an Associate Editor,
of The Fioneer; views
are personal )

Haryana’s election lesson: Why Tejashwi and Akhilesh must shun caste politics

To secure long-term success, they must cater o broader social sentiments as voters increasingly reject traditional caste-based power structures

e recent election results
in Haryana have over-
turned pu'c;!pnll predic-

tions and ground reports by
YouTubers, sending a clear
message for future elections,
particularly in key states like
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. For
leaders such as Tejashwi Yadav
and Akhilesh Yadav, who
belong to the dominant Yadav
caste, the outcome holds
lessons. Their political scenario
mirrors the situation of the Fats
in Haryana, where social
dynamics are shifting a
from dominant caste politics.
In this evolving landscape,
they face the challenge of
addressing broader social sen-
timents and responding to
the concerns of m im?i.u:d
gwu whio feel overlooked or

isacvantaged in the tradition-
al caste power structures.

AXHILESH SUMAN

In Haryana, the Jats, a politi-
cally influential community,
faced a consolidation of other
social groups against them, as
seen in the election results.
This trend is significant for
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
where the dominant OBC
s, particularly the Yadavs,

ve held power for decades
but are now struggling to
maintain their influence. The
once-powerful Yadav-led gov-

ernments lost their grip on

power partly because of grow-  seck alternatives, leading to the
ing resentment from other emergence of leaders like
communities who felt side-  Nitish Kumar in Bihar and the

lined.

The political history of Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh is marked
by the rise of leaders like Lalu
Prasad Yadav and Mulayam
Singh Yadav, who gained ini-
tial popularity by champi-
oning anti-Congress senti-
ment and social justice. Their
“M-Y equation” (Muslim-
Yadav alliance) was a power-
ful electoral strategy that
secured their dominance, but
it also instilled fear in other
«communities. The consalida-
tion of their caste base came at
the cost of alienating nen-
Yadav (OBCs, Dalits, and upper
«castes, creating a sense of mar-
ginalisation. Orver time, their
politics of exclusion backfired,
as disillusioned voters began to

BJF in Uttar Pradesh, who
promised clean governance
and development for all.

The memaories of the 19905
and early 2000s, when the
Yadav-led administrations
were perceived as using caste
power to consolidate author-
ity, still linscr_ While the
Yadavs continue to be an
important electoral blac, the
rest of society—especially the
non-Yadav OBCs, Dalits, and
upper castes—often recalls
those years as an era of exclu-
sion. The BJF, with its “subal-
tern Hindutva” narrative, has
effectively capitalised on this
sentiment, attracting margin-
alised groups by offering a
sense of inclusion and an
alternative to ¥adav-centric

politics. Akhilesh Yaday, uipun
orts

coming to ver, made eff

to bri e gap between his
casttarﬁothcgr:.pHcdis:anccd
himself from the old guard,
flmho]iﬁcd by his uncle
Shivpal Yadav, who represent-
ed the traditional power
dynamics of the Samajwadi
Party. However, incidents
im‘o[ving unruly behaviour

by some of his caste members
roward other communities
made it difficult for him to
secure a second term. His
attempts to modernise and
adapt the party’s image were
undermined persistent
social tensions.

Similarly, Tejashwi Yadav faces
challenges in Bihar, where his
efforts to step out of his father
Lahus shadow have been ham-
pered by his own caste groups
oppressive behaviour toward
Dalits and upper castes. His
political journey involves grap-
pling with the legacy of Yadav
dominance, which is often
perceived as being dismissive
of other communities' aspira-
tions. To succeed in the future,
Tejashwi must navigate these
entrenched social dynamics
with greater inclusivity.

The lesson from Haryana is

dear: caste dominance can
become a liahility if it alienates
other social groups. The Jat
cxﬁ::imcc shows that when
ther communities consolidate
againsta dominant caste, it can
significantly alter the political
landscape. For Akhilesh and
Tejashwi, this means urging
their caste members to adopt
4 more accommaodative stance,
rather than projecting domi-
nance. Effective leadership in
this context involves advocat-
ing for social harmony and
cooperation across different
segments.
Both Tejashwi and Akhilesh
must understand that lasting
political success cannot be
achieved by relying solely on
their traditional caste bases.
They need to expand their
appeal beyond the Yadavs and

reach out to other communi-

ties that have felt margin-
alised. Their strategy should
involve building broader
alliances that include margin-
alised communities, address-
ing their socio-economic
needs, and promoting an
inclusive vision of governance.
The political landscape in
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh is
undergoing a shift. The BJF's
ability to attract non-Yadaw
‘OBCsand other marginalised
groups has weakened the
impact of traditional Yadav-
centric politics. Leaders like
Tejashwi and Akhilesh must
shed the image of their parties
a5 “Yadav-centric” and instead
emphasise inclusive gover-
nance that addresses the aspi-
rations of all communities.
(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)
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Unsafein Bdesh
Yunus cannot abdicate responsibility

SENSE of I'rust.muon is vmhln m India’s
strong of th Hin-
du temples in Bangladegh, Ever since for-
mer Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's ouster
ollowing the political upheaval in early
August, New Delhi has repeatedly voiced concern about
the safety and security of Bangladesh's minorities, [tis
ironic that the targeting of symbaols of Hindu identity
continues unabated under the watch of Nobel Peace
Prizewinner Muhammad Yunus. There have been mulk
tiple instances of desecration, vandalism and robbery at
shrines and puja pandals, Yunus' contention that these
attacks are politically motivated and not communal
to asingular abdicution of ibality: A sys-
tematic pattern of hate is being alh\w.'d to gain ground
in Bangladesh, despite his assurances of probecting reli-
glous freedom and periodic visits to temples.

Certainly, these are testing times for India-Ban gladesh
ties. New Delhit reticence over the demand to deport
Hasina to faoe trial is possibly raising hackles in Dhaka
Frar some in the new regime, riling Indiaisthe perfed way
withwhich Baruladrsh @n Innl( its powerful neighbour
in the eye —k 1the notion. Stll, both
sides must be fully sware of the grave consequences of
any delay in 'brdgmg 'lhE g!mvmg dlstrust Diplomatic
channels need to be ac mtle. First
and foremost, though, Dhala nust u-nck thewhip. To act
— or not 1o act — cannot constitute leverage. Especially
notwhen the reins of power are with Muhammad Yunus,
the West's poster boy of all that is noble.

There's a lesson in what's taking place in
Bangladesh, for India as well. Side-stepping the ele-
phant in the reom would be as deplorable as not call-
ing out Dhaka. Let's not be in denfal about minor-
ty-bashing at home. This vile absurdity must end.
It's a disservice to India and Indians.

Fix Punjabs finances
Adaunting challenge for the new advisers

UNJAB'S appointment of Arbind Modi, a sea-

oned former IRS officer, as Chief Adviser on

Fiscal Affairs, along with Sebastian James

from Duke University, signifies the state gov-

ernment’s recognition of its pressing econom-

ic challenges. The two advisors are entrusted with liter-

ally bringing back the state from the brink. They will be

required to tackle Punjabs entrenched fiscal troubles,

including soaring debt, inadequate capital expenditure

and the struggle to fulfil basic financial obligations.

Their mandate to mobilise resources, rationalise spend-
ing and reconfigure fiscal debd is, indeed, ambitious.

Punjabys fiscal health ks alarming: the state has found it

ingly difficult to fund I with a sig-
nificant portion of its revenue going towards repaying debt
and servidng kars. Despite attempts to booet mvenue —
suchas increased VAT on fuel, higher property registration
fees and raised bus fares — the state remains financially
strained. A recent request for an additional borrowing Bme
it of Rs 10,000 erore from the Centre underlines the dire
straits. The Centres delay in releasing eritical funds under
schemes like the Rural Development Fand and National
Health Mission has exacerbated the fiseal erisis.

Reviving Punjaly's economy will require more than
technioal expertise: it will demand political scumen and
innovative strategies toengage with the Centre on crudal
financial support. While Punjab's recent fiscal prodence
is lable, the dhall lies in intermnal
revenue efforts into sustainable development without
overburdening taxpayers or cutting essential services.
The task ahead is arduous for the advisers, Plus, ifthe fis-
cal recovery starts happening at this stage when the AAP
government s in the middle of its term in the state, it
gives the party greater heft to face the electomte the next
time. After the drubbing in the recent Haryana poll,
Arvind Kejriwal had pointed out the folly of being over-
confident. Let's see if this course-correction pays.
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India’s western flank is on fire

Why US s acting in tandem with Israel to carry out mrssﬂe attacks against Iran

FORMER FOREIGN SECRETARY

N October 11, Iran
launchesd its third
missile strike on
several targets in
Israel, including
on the capital city of Tel Aviv.
According to an  Israeli
Defenise Forces  statement,
nearly 300 ballistic missiles
were involved in the attsck but
most were reportedly inter-
cepted and neutralised by
Israel and US foroes based in
Quotar, working together.

The firt missile strike took
place on April 13, in retaliation
forthe targeted killing of Lranian
diplomats in an Israeli bombing
attack onan lranian con sulate in
Syria. However, Iran gave
advance warning of the attwde
and avoided causing major dam-
age, It also announced that it did
not want to escalate the conilict
beyond this metalistory attack.
Nevertheless, this missile attad
was the very first direct attade
from Iranian soil on Isee and
therefore asignificant departure
from the past.

“The:proxy wir skt Lsrad con-

Houthis in Yemen, had now grad-
uated to a direct clash of arms
between the twomajor adversaries
in'West Asia and the Gulf,

Tsrnel did not respond directly to
the lranian attack, but it chose to
inflict dlamoge on Tran by target-
ing both the Hamas and Heabol-
lah lenlership in Lebanon, Itcar
ried out the brizen assassination
of the Hamas chief, Tsmail
Haniyeh, in the Iranian capital,
Tehran, just hours after he had
attended the inauguration of the
new Irmian President Masoud
Pezzeshikian on July 31, This was o

SERIOUS m!ﬂ'&llmmmﬂemlm mmsluua(moﬂmmwm AU

humiliating blow to lran, demon-
strating Israel’s ability to strikeat
will ot targets within Lran, keverng-
ing its superior intelligenoe capa-
lalities. More importantly, Irars
attempt at deterrence by launch-
ing its April missile attack on
Lsrael had failed,

Isrued then upped the antewith
the bold assassination of the
Hezhollah chief, Hassan Naeral-
lah, on September 27 in a suburb
of the Lebanese capital, Beirut.
Not just Nasmllah but several
other senior leaders of this Shia
militin were also killed in the tar-
weted bombing of their head-
quarters. This was a prehude to
the start of a major Israel ground
offensive intosouthern Letanon
with the objective of flushing out
Hezhollah forces spread across
souithem Lebanon.

Iran's second missile bamrage
agnst Israel came soon there-

after on October 1, Like the April

We willnow
increasingly see the
US acting in tandem

with Israel to camry out
devastating aerial and
missile attacks
against Iran.

its intention to retaliate against
Tran and promised that it would
b “parinfal.”

While in April, US President
Biden had umged restraint on

R is now a USJmn condict and
that changes the natureof thecom.-
frontation unfolding inthe regon
with serioUs ConSequUences.

It is against this backdmp that
Fran chose o lunch yet another
missile barmge aguinst Israel on
October 10, reportedly using
hypersonke missiles which it may
have developed itsell or may
have obtained from  Russia
There may have been greater
damage inflicted on lsmael thanin
the earier attacks but it is difi-
cult to assess the scale of such
dhumage. The US announced that
it haed worked together with Laael
1o shoot down most of the mis-
sles. This time President Biden
declared that the US was Tully,

The longtancling  effort of
Benyamin Netanyahu, the [smel
leader, to dimg the US into a war

in the reggon will have relalively
less impact on the US since itisno.
longer dependent on enengy sup-
plies from the region. 1t would be
lesis worried about an lmn kshing
out by attacking oil and gos feali
tes of the Gulf countries or
blockading the Hormuz Straits,
through which most of oil and gas
supplies are exported o markets
both in Eurgpe and Asia. It would
b prudent to plan for another e
afvery higgh oil prices. India will be
seriously Empacted.

Tran may be seriously weakenel
and face o debilitating economic
orisis, Ms procdes may also be
‘wankened even if they ame not neu-
tralised. They will respond as such
groups abways do — by engaging
In mymmettical warfare, Thene
will lkely bean uptick in intema-
thonal bermorism. Even a weakienid
Iran may finally cross the nudear
threshold and soquine a nuckear
arsenal despite the immense saork-
ficwes this may entadl. 1t wall be con-
vinced that it is only as a nuclear
‘wenpon state that it could ensure
its survival. This could have a cis-
cnding effect in the region, with
Saudi Arabia and Egypt choosing
toembrace the nudearoption.

None of the countries of the
region can escape a negative Gl
out from awar against [mn. They
hanve triexd to shidedthemsehes by
pretending that they do not have
skin in the game. but they always
did. H'L!l'jhmlmlmlsndanrb'n

fully, fully supgortive of Israel*

One should now jettison the
wiewol the IS acting as o restraint
on Israed, in favour of avoiding
esenlation and a wider regional
vt Wewill now incroasingly see

theday toimp
hmummnlalmalww
Gz and now in Lebanon, the ta-
Jectory of events may have been
dafferent. But thar sibenoe meant
that Israd saw no downside (o its

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Dissolution
ALTHOUGH ! has been generally known for some -lussuu.m-
of twothings, either th jon of G
Iution of Parliament, was about to take place, few had anticpat-
e until the event actually happened that the Government woulkd
fudl over the question of the prosecution of the Workers Weekdy
The noise that was made over this matter was justly described
by Mr TP O'Connor as "a miserable litthe tempest in the tiniest
tes-eup ever produced in political 1ife” and what had generally
‘been expected was that after this noise was reverberated in Par-
hmdllwuﬂhmaﬂwrdwdnnnnunldﬂdl! It ks not meant,

of course, rhn't hei f o i et In spite
of the exp Ty the Premibet. thelmg left upon
‘the: public mind by the wi thed | ofa pencling pr ionina

wease of this nature was bound to be unpluam! Granted that the
was a mistake, as it undoubtedly was, on account of
T.m advertisement which itwas bound togive to the Communist
party, whose organ the offending journal was. Could it possbly
‘be denied that the withdrawal of the prosscution was bound to
hi\'r substan tially the same effed? The answer was that the
isernent which a 1 trial, followed
wither by a eonviction and sentence, of what was mome probalile
in this case, the failure of the prosecution, would have given o
‘the: party woukd have been immeasurably greater than what the
withdmwal of the prosecution did give. But this was exactly the
difference which any Opposition would try to minimise and
which the Opposition in this case did actually minkmise.

otiack, this, too, reportedly [smel this imetherewssnosuch  the US adting in tndem with  aggwessive polices.

caused litthe damage, Assisted by advice from Washington. Onthe Bl cury out devastating ser- Wi mary bee on the thieshold of
the US, Isroel was able to inter-  contrary, US National Security il and missile attacks againgt  another major war and one on our
orpt and shoot down most of the  Advisor Jake Sullivan, promised  Fran. Thive categories of tangets  wastem flank whene nine or more
missiles. Unlike the April attack,  severeconsequences forrannd  sre being  mentioned:  Trars  million Trechians Lve and worke. Our
however, Imn gove no advance  said the US would ‘work with  nudear facilities, its oil and gas  enengy supplies may be signifi-
warning about the attack. Nor  Ismel tomake that the case.” ficilities and terminals and mili-  cntly disrupted That Indiahas so
died it declare its intent to avoid ThischangeinUS standhasnot  tary targets, incuding the com:  few levers loinfluence events inits
further escalation, been fully apgrediated. Thiss o mand-and-control centres of the  stitegaally critiol  nelghbour-

As anticipated, lorsel declored  longier justan Drun-Iosd conflict.  Iranian Revolutionary Guards. hood is o sobering thought.
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Only the dead have seen the end ol war. — George Santayana

Alesson learnt from
the Israel army

Bric Apvirya MADAN (RETD)

M\’lcnun: in Lebanon as the Commanding Officer in
the aftermath of the 2006 Israel-Lebanon war will
abways be etched in the depths of my heart. With a
tinge of sadness these days 1wateh on TV the skyscrapers in
Beint, which [used to drive past, getting mzed to the ground
by high-precision airstrikes by the Ismel Air Force. The
footage tiggered a memory of my visit to Israel that year.

Tt all happened one late night when the Foroe Commander
dlirected me to represent the United Nations Interim Porce in
Lebanon (UNIFIL), for a seminar being onanised by the
Ismeli Defence Forces (IDF), The next day, as my convoy of
Toyota Land Cruiser Prados, escorted by Quick Reaction
‘Teams, neared the barrier at the Israel-Lebanon border, the
leading QRT was Nagged down by a smart lady IDF soldiec

My min expected inconsequential queries from her and her
team, Kohan se aye ho, kehan joo rahe ho, kisko milne ja mhe
h' (From where have you come, wheere ane you goingg. whom ane
vou going o meet). But they were in fora rade shock when all
of us were instructed to alight from our vehicles, irrespective of
ourranks. A body scanner was run over our bocies and all four
wvehicles thoroughly searched with metal detectors plus a phys-
fcal search of every nook and cranny. All personnel and vehicles
were photographed and details sent to the next check-post by
securedigtal means, ['was thin ghven the most respectflil sahite
by their security chieland ket offafter dsout 15 minutes.

Sinoe the seminar was scheduled in the evening, the Lsraeli
Deputy Brigade Comnmander had, on my request, invited me
to attend a Tactical Exercise Without Troops — adiscussion on
the ground — to get an insight into their funclioning We
climbed onto a small hilledk where all the young Ismeli men
andwomen officers oldiers wene seated on a rocky patch, thelr
weapons slung over thelr shoulders.

1 soom realised they did not differentia be amon gst each other
across gendder or rank. It ook me a while o identify the
instructor and senfor offioers atbendin g the exercise, Int he dis-
cussion that followed, on the plan of attack on a feature in
Latanese terfitory, every of ficer partidipated. Noone defemed
to a senior officer, Everyone had a different yet innovative
attack plan. No ane carried a shred of paper 1o make notes.

1 was highly impressed — here was a pragmatic approach to
tactics inwhich senior officers were giving a carte blanche to
their juniors. Soonthe kinch break was announced. Everyone
unpacked their lunch, which they had carried in their back -
packs. I naticed that not a singhe officer had unhooked his or
herweapon from the sling across their chests while eating.

Drrivingbaclk from the seminar, [ realised that the lsck of hier-
archy between seniors and juniors, soross gender and rank,
was, indeed, remarkable. Though we are a professional army
back home in India, there's abvays something new tolearn.

TERS TO

THE EDITOR

Homage to Saibaba

Professor Saibaba's tragic passing is a painful
reminder of his unjustand torturous incarcer-
ation for long vears. Hislife's struggle reminds
us both of the power of conviction and the
unfairness of our criminal justice system,
where the process itself is the punishment.
The acts of custodial torture suffered by Pro-
fessor Saibaba before his eventual acquittal
remain anindelible scar on the nation's moral
onscience. His suffering should serve as a
reminder of the need for colledive action to
secure our democratic rights, anchored in the
inviolability of sacrosandt human rights. An
uncompromi sing assertion against the oppres-
sive invocation of prosecutonal processes is an
mperative. The homage to the Professor
uthuludulrmumrM-shmmnngpw

Slam titles, including a record 14 French
Opens, carningthe title of King of Clay.’ Nadal
wasnt just a player; bewasa force — relentless
on the court, humble off it. His rivalry with
Federerand Diokovic elevated the sport, while
his humility inspired millions. As he steps off
the count, the world of tennis loses one of its
greatest wamiors, bul his legacy endures, Gra-
cias, Rafael, for the memories, the fights and
the spirit you brought o every match. You
leave behind an indelible mark on the sport.
‘SARGUNPREET KAUR, MOHALI

Govt right in snubbing Canada

Apeopos of Ties with Canada hinge upon action
against antiindia activities Govt', India has
rightly told Canacla that 'decisive and verifiable
i tionT ogainst extremists imvolvedin anti- India

[ dbcial and enactin i

hensive anti-custodial torture legislation in

leping with the promise of the Constitution.
ASHWANI KUMAR, BY EMAIL

Timeless battles & politics
Rrﬁ:w'(.hls LIL'mmsunll political parties’;
ard evil, pay-

ing out in myths and politics, reveals uncom:
fortable truths. Fom Ram's amow plercing
Ravan to Durga’s triumph over Mahishasura,
wie seedetties using decepion Lo seaire vielo-
ry. This mirrors todays political landscape,
where parties manipulate to schieve power.
‘The BJP's success in Haryvana, for instance,
showeases shrewd ealculation: working every
angle, embracing RSS cadmes and exploiting
caste dynamics, Yet, the Congress’ refusal to
face this mality and, instead, blaming the
EVMs or infighting. speaks of denial and enti-
ternent, As gock deploy llusions, pol itical par-
ties master strategy. Victory, in both realms,
often comes not just from virtue, but from
understanding human nature,

SAHIBPREET SINGH, MOHALI

The end of an era
Rafael Nadal's retirement marks theend of an
e in tennis, one filled with unmatched pas-
shon and resflience. From his teadful farewell
alongside Federer at the 2022 Laver Cup to
now, Nadal's joumey has been defined by
lnlenab and grace. Despite battling injuries
o tiom, d 2 Grand

activities’isa i H restoring nonmal
ties with Iln.l.cmnu'v Inelian voiced its concern
dver anti-India activities on Canacian soil h)'
It raised

neus between these foroes and e n1nul<
imvobved in drug and human trafficking s well
us crimes like extortion. Canacky must extracive
such aiminalsto India for legal trial

VUAYA SHARMA, BY EMAIL

Zero hunger a distant dream
As per the Global Hunger Index-2024 meport,
Inclia is on the 105th spot amon g 127 countries,
This is indicative of a serious level of hunger,
with child wasting showing a high rate of 187
per cent. Even counties like Bangladesh,
Nepal and S Lanka are better placed, Despite
consxderable industrial and economic growth
and sd Frellance in food production, India has
been unable to provide enough food to large
niimbers of people. A majority of the regnant
women are anaemic, The kind of offspring
such women deliver can be very well imag-
ined. We boast of becoming the fifth largest
weconamy of the world and adeveloped nation
by 2047, But, asof today, free mtion toabout 82
crore poor people is being distributed, point-
ing to them reeling under poverty. A NITI
report has also reveal ed that 74 percent people
cant afford healthy food in India. The country
is aiming to achieve zero hunger by 2080, It is
o distant dream. The government should pay
maore attention to this isue,

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, ROPAR

Leeters o the Edtor, fyped in double space, should rol exceed the 200:wond kmil.

cogently

el can b sovt by e-mall toc L
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Y ME visit of Exter-

nal Affuirs Minis
ter 8 Jai

to Pukis

ticipate in

October 15-16 meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Omganisation (S00) is unlike
o thawing effect on
r freeze in bilateral

relations.
This much the minister has

. Muling out any
erida, “The visit
amiitilaterl event
I'm not going there todiscuss
Indio-Pakistan relations. I'm
oot g theere 8o be o good mem:
e of the SC0," hie salel,

Juishankar's statement is
almost identical to that of
then foredgn minister Bilowal
A in May 2023
b fore he arvived in Goa for
the SC0 Coundl of Forelgn
Ministers meeting: "My deci
shon 1o attend this meeting
ilustrates: Pukistan's stron g
eammitment tothe charter of
the 20, eluring
which is fooused excly
on the SO0 1 look forward o
constructive discussions
with my counterparis from
friendly countries™
metheless, balaterad dry
& written into the seript
of every  India-Pakistan
encounter, or even a non
encounter

That was how it was in Goa
wihere Zarclan wnd Jugs hunkar
naged 1o have a showdown
without exchanging a single
bilateral word It may be the
same in Isdamabad

Jaighankar dakmed the oth,
er day that he is & "dvil and
murteous person, and will
tehave accordingly™ That
g possilly sell-deprecatory
humor

He: is no Diljit Diosangh wihso
Pakistani hearts the oth
by calling up Pukistani
snger Hanla Anmir on stage
during his Europe tour The
nlleries back home would be
terribly put out if Jakshan kar
mehurms withoul his signa
ture-style tough talk against
Pokistan, this time on Pak
istand soil

Adter all, this is what India
Puldstan diplomacy has been
recluced to, not just now, but
over several o per

rars

formance for domestic audi
enes defined by the need o
demonstrate toughness
traard the olher, even in body
language. So, Juishanlkars
namaste” to the Pakistan

minister in Goa last year got
pproving media coverage, as
gves the cold
urelan.”

Indlia and Pukistan ane now
al a point where even i they
want to sit soross a table and
takk w cach other publicly,
they
enraging
slituencies.

This is a logjam that can be
lxoken only with statesman
shipand political will A back:
channel process between the
As in 2016-2017, and
another the UAE claimed it
hadd  medioted 2020-21
shows a willingr

When the
progress, a8in Februar
when the two armies reaf:
firmed thelr commitment to
the two-decnd
on the Line of
freeee up o,
then the process
made public

The lessons of the past o
not helpful, Prime Minister

annol do 8o for fear of

domestic  oon

o

in

JPED
Holding your breath on an India-Pak encounter

INDIA-PAK DIPLOMACY: Delhi bedleves it con handle the costs of cross-bonder terrorsm and leave es in deep freese, im

Atal Bihari Vajpay
2004 camme aflter sever

1.

: Minkster Manmohan
Singh continued the engage-
ment that began then, but
kistan ties have nev-
wered from the 2008
Mumbal attacks

Prime Minister Narendra
Macli's outreac tedonly a
week, from his Christmas
Day stopover in Lahore on
hils way back to Delhi, to the
Jaish e-Mohammed (JeM)
ottack on Puthankot,

Today, the dynamic has
changed from what it was
even 10 yeu
hankar will arri
oboed after the sucoessful
holding of an election in the
post-August §, 2018 truncoted

India and Pakistan
@ point
where evenifthey
want (o sit across a
table and talk to
cachother publicly,

I]Il'_\ Cannol doso

Are now e

lor fear ol enraging
domestic

consiie

WIS,

Jammu & Kashmir. In Kashe
mir, the vidtory of the Nation-
Werence (NC) is viewed
as o verdict against Delhiand
the changes the Modi gow
ermment wrought on August
5, 2019, But the NC knows,
and has sakd as much, that in
running the governmen
confrontation with the G
tre b nok the way forward

Prom Delhis point of view,
Puakistan’s internal turmodl isa
futher  disincentive  for
engagement. Who o tlk toin
Pukistan — the dvilian gov
emment or the army
question  even  in o
timves. But now; Generl Asim
Munir, the embattled army
chief, is in the midst of a self
inflicted do-or-lie batthe with
not just the untameabe
evergrowin g populant,
jailed Immn Khan, but also
sections within his own foroe

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharill and his brother, Pime
Minister Emeritus 1z
Sharif, once thought of o

miost likely of the Pakistani
political class omake o pu -
digm shift in relations with
Indin, are now behokden to
Munir for thelr surviva
Thie Beei fimg- Is lamabod rels-
tonship, the Increosngly
momevunal kens in India on
e with Pakistan phus Delhis
demand for a review of the
8 Treaty further

Fur his part, Munir has not
spoken his mind on India
What Delhi con see and feel
is that the Pakistan army’s
precceupations,  including
with the Tehreek-eTuliban
Pukistan and its Afghan Tal
ihan patrons, the resurgence
in Baloch militancy — with
Chinese nationals in their

crosshairs — have not led to
the quietening of groups ke
the JeM and Lashkar+Tok
ba. A shadowy group, the so
called People Foree
Againat Fasclm', has owned
the regular attscks in Jam
mu sinee 2021, but Indan
security agencies link it to
the LeT and JeM.

Dethibelieves it can handle
the costs of eross border ter
rortsm and leave ties in deep
Freee, But Mip the saript fora
moment. Imagine that
hankar is tak ing with
message, like Vajpayee in
2004, that Mol has accepled
Pukistan's  invitation  to
attend the SAARC summit it
has been waiting to host
gince 20146,

India's unguiet quitting of
SAARC due to tensions with
Pk istan 18 one reason why it
fi s0 much resentment
from smaller coun tries inthe
neighbourhood, When India
laments the growing influ
ence of China in the region, it
neds 1o remgnise s own
role in ketting the region go

A revival of SAARC would
put the energy back into
India’s netghbourhood poli
cy and sam i the goodwill of
neighbours. It would cer
tainly put some pressure on
Pokistan to concluct itsell
respongibly,

The revival of SAARC may
or may not p
ences  betwe
Pukistan, but it will provide
bilateral engage ment oppor
tunities, normalise interae
thona b multibtern | fom and
make them
than they are now,

Bonus: An India engaged
with FPukistan may help
Prime Minister Modi to be
tuken more seriously by the
workd inhise fforts to stop the
war between Ukraine and
Russin — and give that peace
inftiative greater heft

less of a circus

Not criminalising marital rape smacks of patriarchy

SEN
FORMER DIRECTOR, NATHOMAL
POLICE ACADEMY, HYDERABAD

N an affidavit before
the Supreme Court,

the Union govern
ment has taken a
stard ainst  the

criminalisation of marital
rape. In the aflidavit b 1'
the apex court, the Home
Ministry mentioned that a
man has no fundamental
rightto force sex on his wife
as there are enough lows to
PROLECT WOR en 8 g inst sex-
uad violence and that crimi-

nalisation of marital rape
would be an extremely
“harsh measure,”

The Supreme Court is
hearing a number of peti
tions secking o amend the
Britigh-era law that a man
cannol be prosecuted for
rape within marris ge, even
though vidlence within
mamage s llllll'!-ll'l‘ n
India, According 1o a recent

Eovernment survey, one in
every 25 women has faced
sexunl viokenoe from their
husband s In January 2023
the Supreme
appointed two advocates as
nodal counsels o stream

line the procecdings by
compiling a commaon docu
ment of rele t materials

from all parties

Currently, marital rape is
outlswed in maore 1
hundred countries around
the woeld. It was outlawed
in the Great Brituin in 199]
India is oneof the few coun
tries, along with Pakistan,
Alghanistan, and  Saudi
Arabia, where the marital
rape low remains in force.
The Indian Government
in its affidavit, highlighted
the fact that Parlisment, in
itz wisdom, has delibe
chosen o retain the n
rape exceplion and urges
the court to defier to legiala-
tive judgment in such sensi
tive matters, Parliament is
directly elected by the peo
ple and i oware of the
understa nding of the people
in such delicate, sensitive
ssues, In the affidavit, the
Rovernment urged the cowrt
1o exercise judical restraint
and leave the regulation of

o
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REPUGNANT: Maritad mpe viol stes the right 1o equality enshdned in Artide 14 of the Cormstitution, smcs

murital relations o the wis-
dom of Parliament.
A number of
have been Miled by different
women's rights groups to
strike down Section 375 of
the 1PC, which mentions

pelitions

several situations in which
having sex is not consid
rape, one of them
besimg sex by o man with his
wife, if sh not a minor
According o the cam
paigners, this kind of argu

o
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I'he definition ol
marital rape was
drafted on the basis
ol Victoran nonns
that did not
recognise men and
women as equal

ment is medieval and unac-
ceptable in mod
The United
Human Rights
Amnesty International have
raised  concerns ot
Indl refusal o erimi
na arital rape, The Del-
hi High Court has given a
split verdict, which remains
pending for the Supreme
Court’s final judgment, in
which one judge
that marital rape s “morally

ise

repugnant” while the other
expressed the view that the

exceplion o Section 376 of
the IPC is valid and should
continue to exist

It has o be borme

il the definition of
marital rape were drafted on
the basis of Victorian norms
that did nol recognise men
amd women as equal and
merged the identity of hus
band and wife under the
“Dasetrine of cow "

Further, m
lates the night to equ
enshrined in Article 14 of
the Indian Constitution
Henoe, it ¢ two class.
es of women based on their
marital status and immu
nises action perpetrated by

men ageinst their wives,
There is no other reason for
the victimisalion of women
other than their married
status, Moreover, i
becomes difficult for mar
ried women o avold abu

sive conditions because of
their financial dependence
on their husbands, The
exemption is violative
of Artich 21 of the Constitu
tion, which includes the
right to life and encompass
esthe right to health, priva

and  dignity. The
Supreme Court has recog-
mised the right 1o abstain
from sexual activity for all
waomen, Illl'hlli\'llii' of
their marital satus, as a
fundamental right guaran
teed by the Constitution

In 20013, the United
lons Commitlee on the
Elimination of Disc

o,

ming-
tion  Against  Women
(CEDAW) stromgly recom

mended that the Govern-
ment of India eriminalise
marital rape. The fortheom-
ing judidal review by the
Supreme Court will provide
an opportunity to elimin
a discriminatory legal relic
that violates the fundamen-
tal rights enshrined in the
Congtitution and will help
o transform women's lives
and rights,

Howe opponents of
eriminalising marital rape

including the government,
argue that it would threaten
the sanctity of family life,
increase false allegations

disrupt marital harmony
and undermine the instity
tion of murage itself. But
Ui s argumients seem to be
ssumptions, meant 1o
cure the harsh realities
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