Inflation should not be allowed 10
undermine the economic momentum

he latest retail inflation data from the Na-
T tional Statistical Office yet again high-

lights the challenge in achieving durable
price stability. Provisional estimates for year-on-
year price gains in August show the headline rate
based on the Consumer Price Index (CPD quick-
ened marginally to 3.65%, from July's 3.60%, as a
sharp rebound in vegetable inflation led 1o a wid-
er acceleration in overall food price gains. Price
gains in vegetables - the third-largest constituent
of the Consumer Food Price Index — surged by
more than 380 basis points last month to 10.7%,
spurring food price inflation to 5.66%. Among ve-
getables, year-on-year inflation in the most wide-
Iy consumed potato and enion still remained in
the high double digits for a sixth and 13th month
at 64% and 54%, mpmlvely,a moderation from
July's levels n ith ling. Other bl
including carrot, palak and brinjal experienced a
surge in price gains with all three posting double-
digit inflation. Also, disinflation in the prices of
pulses and cereals remained slow, with year-on-
year price gains in the former still in the double
digits for a 15th straight month at 13.6%, while the
latter logged an inflation reading of 7.3%. Discon-
certingly, food inflation in the rural areas re-
bounded to exceed 6%, and this at a time when
stuttering private consumplion is trying to regain
momentum in the economically crucial agrarian
hinterland. As an external member of the Mone-
tary Policy Committee Shashanka Bhide noted in
his comments at the RBI's policy review meeting
last month, “high food inflation would therefore
hit growth adversely as it affects consumption™.

A durable disinflation to the REI's medium-

term monetary policy goal of 4% headline retail
inflation also faces other challenges, a key ele-
ment being a resurgence in core inflation. The
price gains measure, which strips out the more
volatile food and fuel components, inched up to
3.38% after having snapped a 17-month decelerat-
ing streak in July. Based on responses from goods
manufacturers polled for the monthly HSBC In-
dia Manufacturing PMI survey, HSBC observed
this month that there was a “marked increase in
prices charged for goods in August” with the rate
of output-charge inflation the second-fastest in
close o 11 years, Add to this the spatial and tem-
poral volatility of the monsoon, and the outlook
for price stability becomes even more muddied.
KBl Governor Shaktikanta Das on Friday said that
the last mile of disinflation was proving to be
“challenging™. With policymakers still having to
traverse a fair distance to ensure inflation does
not undermine broader economic momentum,
he reassuringly acknowledged that authorities
“cannot afford to look the other way".

Weather gods

Attempts at controlling the weather are
stillin the realm of uncertainty

E arlier this week the Union Cabinet cleared

the 12,000 crore Mission Mausam, which
primarily involves a major upgrade of in-
struments used by erganisations such as the In-
dia Meteorological Department, the National
Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting
and the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology
{IITM). These are the organisations that form the
backbone of India’s weather and climate forecast-
ing system on multiple time-scales. In the first
tranche of the mission until 2026, the Ministry of
Earth Sciences (MoES), the nodal body executing
the exercise, hopes to procure and install up to
G0 weather radars, 15 wind profilers and 15 radio-
sondes. These are instruments that give regular
updates on the changing parameters of wind
speeds, atmospheric pressure, humidity, and
at various elevati of the at
maosphere, Had this been all that the Mission was
about, it would not have been too different from
the National Monsoon Mission, launched in 2012
The erus of that exercise was to evolve a new ap-
proach to forecasting the monsoon by develop-
ingz weather models that relied on intensive com-
puting. Thanks to this, India has an umbrella
weather model that can be tweaked to generate
forecasts on multiple timescales - from daily to
seasonal monsoon predictions. Beyond the mon-
soon, such a model could be customised for heat-
waves, cold waves and local forecasts,

Making weather forecasts more accurate and
improving precision is a never-ending iteration
but Mission Mausam seeks to open more vistas,
Instead of being a slave to weather, humankind
tries to control it. One of the proposals associated
with the new mission is to set up a ‘cloud-simula:
tion chamber” at the IITM, which will help model
rain <louds. They would then test various
“weather interventions" such as seeding clouds
and tweaking them to control the rainfall from
them. There are also plans to control lightming.
As statistics reveal, lightning strikes are the num-
ber one cause of nature-propelled deaths, above
floods and landslides, in India. While there are
multiple socio-economic factors as to why this is
so, meteorologists say they hope, one day, to be
able to tweak the electrical characteristics of the
choud so that there are fewer lightning strikes that
lethally traverse from sky to ground. While expe-
riments have been done in other countries, there
is much uncertainty on its feasibility. Investing in
fundamental research in the atmospheric scienc-
e I8 a weleome move, The complexities posed by
cllmme chanae suggest that mnll:ple fronts may
have to be op mitigate the effects of green-
house gas emissions. While weather modification
may not be a panacea, it will not hurt to whole
somely understand it.
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Being ‘trans’ is being human

ast year, at a closed door tribunal, T met

several very young transpersons from

rural and urban working class

ities. It was hear ing to

see teenagers brutalised and evicted by family,
surviving suicide attempts as well as persecution
and violence on the streets. In the stormy debates
on the ‘transgender question”, their volces
remind me of what stakes are real.

This is not about western culture wars, or
debates over sex, gender, or sports. It is about the
rights of every human being to be recognised and
respected as themselves; to never be asked to
deny, disguise, or defend their selfhood in order
toenjoy civil rights and equality.

Universal today but problems in the past
Principles of human rights that are today
established as universal, were once treated as
‘questions”, ‘problems’ and ‘debates’. The slavery
question. The woman question/problem. The
(Neword) question/problem. The suffrage
question. The segregation question. The
LI.11I01.1Chah|||l)' question. The

inter-racial, Aste Mar. question. The age
ol'tm;sem quesmm The homosexual
questic Th Jewish qusti b

These are all titles of writings hysom-e of the
best-known historical figures in the world, as well
as letters to editors. Bathroom segregation was
rationalised as necessary to protect white women
from predatory black men on the prowl; police
raids on bathrooms to arrest gay men were
rationalised to keep boys safe. ‘Bathroom bills’ 1o
keep transwomen from raping women in toilets
are following a tired old script.

It was a Nazi member of the International
Olympics Committee who a policy that
“ladies taking part in the Games 1940 shall
produce doctors' certificates stating that they are
waomen” — ironically, such a policy came into
effect in 1948, after the Naci defeat (an the London
Games) - “Officials required female Olympians to
submit an affidavit, signed by a doctor, certifying
that they were women.”

What seemed to be legitimate *‘questions’ back
then were in fact designed 1o deny chvl rights.
Today, it is only the far-right that seeks to make
those questions “great again®, and unsurprisingly,
it also derides trans rights. But it is ‘gender
critical’ progressive intellectuals and activists
who do what the openly bigoted far-right cannot:
frame trans rights as a ‘question’ requiring
reasonable debate. This allows trans rights
activists to be accused of being an unreasonable
mob that cancels critics through bullying and
violence, Search the Internet though and one
finds out that movements we celebrate today
faced the same accusations. Having your realness
‘debated’ does make one angry. Black people,
women, lesbians and gays were known to ‘riot’,

a feminist activist
and writer

It s
Transsceptics’
who are
fragmenting the
integral

human self

| smash windows, disrupt meetings, vandalise

property, set buildings on fire, spit at the police
and so on.

“The gender-critical mantra is that “biological
sex is real’, The corollary is that transgender
identity i€ not real. Gender-critical progressives
lobbry for laws penalising or prohibiting the
acceptance of trans personhood as real (by
textbooks, toilets, schools, sports, hospitals). And
the far-right works to enact such laws. In 2022-13,
Republican members of the U.S. Congress
introduced a Bill which, if passed, would prohibit
federally-funded libraries and schools from
keeping any material with information on sexual
orientation, gender identity, or sex education.
Predictably, these laws also penalise and prohibit
the acceptance of homosexuality as real.

Existence is not an abstract debate

Social scientists cannot be agnostic on the
‘question” of trans ‘existence” but claim to offer an
objective and dispassionate ‘explanation’ of the
‘emergence’ of transpersons as a symptom of
political philosophy or ideology. ‘Emergence’
implies that being trans is a trend, here today,
#one tomorrow, Existence is not an abstract
debate. Human beings can enjoy their rights only
i their identity is affirmeed as ‘real” in law, not
‘lifestyle’. To say that trans persons are free to
dress as they wish as long as their trans-identity is
denied in law is no different from saying people
are firee to be gay in private, but must mot ‘flaunt
their lifestyle’ by demanding the legal right 1o
marry as heterosexuals do.

“The openly partisan far-right discourse
declares transpersons and non-binary sexualities
10 be synthetic symptoms of ‘gender ideology'
Just as gender-critical discourse does, But the
latter pretends not to notice that the former
declares human rights, multiculturalism, the
delegitimisation of hierarchies of caste, race and
gender; abortion, and Ilmnmualhy also to be
symptoms of ‘liberal elite i

What is the relationship ol'se:ua] identity and
gender o mind and body? Is it biologically
self-evident that a woman (to quote author and
leading gender-critical campaigner ) K. Rowling)
is a “human being who belongs to the sex class
that produces large gametes (ova)™?

Simone de Beauvoir's understanding was the
opposite of Rowling’s; her iconic work, The
Second Sex, begins by qut-snionhu the definition
of ‘woman’ as ‘a womb, an ovary”. On the next
page, she says the male/female binary is not as

as it seems: “the very meaning of division
of the species into two sexes is not clear”.

Her famous line, “One is not born, but rather
becomes, a woman” is far more radical than a
rejection of the notion that (biological) sex
determines (social) gender. In fact, she does not

| see the sexed body as an abstract fxed “reality”

that is interpreted by the ‘mind’ as ‘gender’. Our
consciousness of the body is inseparable from the
way we experience it in our social life: “the body
is not a thing, it is a situation: it is our grasp on
the world and the outline for our projects™, The
body (sex) does not determine the shape of
gendered consciousness; but gendered
conschousness too 1s not tied 1o a specific
anatomical form. That is, “a consclousness.
without a body is inconceivable”, but “this body
need not possess this or that particular
structure”.

The Secorid Sex challenged the bong-held status
«of the male/female sex binary as ‘universal truth’,
and in doing so, built on the \mrle olm‘ner

hers who had chall 1 the Cartesian

rrundibudy binary. The so-called ‘culture wars™
must not be dignified as a product of a uniquely
bewildering disruption by transgenders of
male/female, mind/body binaries. They are a

e variety reactionary backlash, seen every
time a hitherto dehumanised and discriminated
people forced the world to acknowledge their
identity as entitled to the same dignity and civil
liberties as those more privileged.

The issue of society's character
Sclence fiction can sometimes clarify
contemporary conflicts by placing them in
*space’, outside the context of our own inherited
prejudices. In an episode in Star Trek: The Next
Generation {'The Measure of a Man®) a judicial
trial is held to decide if Data, an android and a
beloved member of the erew, is the property of
Star Fleet and can be dismantled for research
against his will, A devastating demonstration
argues that Data is not human, since a human
being can dismember his limbs and shut down
his body. In response, Captain Picard forces the
court to look at Data as he sees himself: asserting
his “right to choose™, and his “rights and status”
as a “person” rather than “property”. What is on
trial is the measure of humanity's character, not
the measure of Data’s personhood based on an
examination of his parts. As Picard puts it: the
werdict “will reveal the kind of a people we are”,
and “could significantly redefine the boundaries
of persanal liberty and freedom, expanding them
For some, savagely curtailing them for others™. It
is our society’s character, not the sexual and
gender identity of transpersons, that is under
“question’, Black bodies (especially their private
parts) were once studied with the same air of
scientific detachment as trans and intersex bodies
are today, to assess the extent to which they were
“real’ humans.

It is trans-sceptics, not transpersons, who are
Fragmenting the integral human self.

To *be’ trans or gay is to “be’ human; to study
their parts to determine their ‘realness’ is always
already a dehumanising exercise.

The shock of crumbling infrastructure and the solution

epaorts on the collapse of a series of
Runder -comstruction bridges in Bihar have

highlighted the issues of quality mntml
and project imp i ture in
India, In some instances, these have been
megaprojects. The number of such incidents
where bridges have eollapsed could be 10 or even
mare, The infrastructure sector has been one of
the key drivers of the Indian economy. The
government’s aim of making India a developed
nation by 2047 is linked to improvements in its
infrastructure sector. Steps to advance India's
infrastructure have taken shape in the form of the
PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan (NMP), the
National Logistics Policy and the Smart Cities
Mission among others. Further, the government
increased its capital expenditure allocation to
L1111 lakh erore (3.4% of GDP) in Budget 2024,
indicating the government's commitment
towards infrastructure development.

The challenges within

However, the sector still struggles with certain
issues and challenges. One of the most common
issues faced by most projects, particularly those
that are government-sponsored, are time delays
and cost overruns. A report by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation reveals
that as many as 431 infrastructure development
projects, each with investments of 2150 crore or
maore, suffered a cost overrun of 24,82 lakh crore,
as of December 2023, Moreover, the percentage
of delayed projects hit a three-year low in March
this year. Out of 779 projects delayed, 36% were
running behind schedule for a period between 25
to G0 months, 26% for one to 12 months, 23% for
13 to 24 months, and 15% for over 60 months
averaging a three-year delay.

Any industrial or commercial activity in India
requires multiple clearances from the time of
conception to the commissioning of the project.
The implementation status of most of the projects
points to gaps in project management practices,
especially in urban Inl’ms:mclure pmkc:s.
including a lack of ¢
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management by urban local hudles, anda Iaclt nf

integrate, through application programming
o Lik VALl

Lapenlyoliacalsell'
this results in an additional expc-ndlluu bunjen
o the government, erowds out funding for more

departments, However, the quality of projects
during implementation and the integrity of the

deserving projects an p

«costs. It has also been observed that sufficient
attention, time and expertise are not devoted
during the project planning stage. Therefore,

team g the projects will also be critical.
To address these challenges, a holistic
“Program Management Approach” ks needed.
Tms appmach was adopted in the industrial

building cur experience in project manag

s eruclal for India to continue on its high-growth
trajectory in vears ahead. While organisations are
realising the need for structured project
management, many are looking at short-term
programmes to enhance the skill sets of their
existing project teams.

Traditional practices need an overhaul
Traditional project management practices require
an overhaul to integrate modern tools and
technigques that involve real-time data
management and then erunching that data. An
enabling policy framework should consider
lobal best standards on project management
and prescribe procedures/guidelines for effective
project execution in public sector and
public-private partnership projects.

Various countries have adopted multi-pronged
approaches to address these lssues. In the United
Kingdom, the Infrastructure and Projects
Authority has a special emphasis on the
processes involved for project completion. China,
Saudi Arabia and a few other countries have set
up similar agencies for end-to end project
deliveries.

Under PM Gati Shakti, the National Master Plan
has been launched to break the silos in which
government mmmm-s.nklcpanmrms work rr.-
bring all rs to work onan |

projects, beginning with
Ihe Shendra-Bidkin in Aurangabad, Maharashtra.
This involved a disciplined and systematic
coordination of human resources, time, mo
and information to plan and deliver multiple
projects in a unified manner. It is typically
employed when.lhe mLﬁw im'o]w?slgnrﬁca.nl
l &l
integration of diverse activities {as in
Shendra-Bidkin, with over nine packages taken
up simultaneously).

.'mnpanagmcy

relies on well-defined

.‘md proven business delivery processes and wools
to achieve the overall mission objectives within
specified time and budget constraints. This can
only be achieved if we are able to develop an
industry-ready workforce. Setting up an agency to
comduct professional courses in project
management along the lines of the The Instinute
of Chartered Accountants of India and chartered
engineers in various other countries, will help in
developing professional ethics and
responsibilities in project execution, monitoring
and mvﬂwhl

has allocated

bunhgu of taxpayers’ money for infrastructure
projects. As India moves ahead 1o become a

platform. This initiative has set lnnrhmarbfor
all departments to achieve the proposed targets
and deadlines. PM GatiShaki is being

A throagh a GlS-based ERP portal
whemin the objective is to monitor real-time
progress. This will provide not only visual
depiction of the National Master Plan but will also

global p it is crucial to prevent time
and cost overruns as well as the repeated failure
of under-construction projects. Implementing a
robust programme Management system is
essential to achieving this goal. Such a system will
bring much-needed efficiency to create
future-ready infrastructure, paving the way for an
affluent and safe future for Indian citizens.

Independent judiciary India and the judiciary sits “PM's visit to CJI's house for | who could juggle multiple interpersonal skills, he was to convinge people made
There cannot be two in judgement over the Ganesh puja sparks row”, identities with elan”, ever willing for negotiation, him an affable leader.
opinions that it was most actions of the executive. If September 13), September 13). A great and was warm and affable. Highlighting issues in
improper on the partofthe | every other judicial officer N.G.R. Prasad, personality with His conviction and the skills | Parliament as an MP, he
Chief Justice of India to began to do what the CJI Chennai r would politely disagree on
hawe invited the Prime did, then people would lose Corrections & Clarifications certain issues, a rare quality
Minister to participate in confidence that the Sitaram Yachuiry Inareport,” ™ (Bl in the political space.
Gariesh pooja at his house, | judiciary is the ‘sentinel on | In the passing of Sitaram e’ poge, September 1, 201, the "“’"""" o Rl (g - Balasubramaniam Pavani,
which was a purely personal | the qui vive', This is not to Yechury, the political e i Bakss bl . Secunderabad

spectrum in general and the

event. There is something impute motives but
like a separation of powers Caesar's wife must be above
under the Constitution of suspicion (Inside pages, powerful voice

Left in particular has lost a
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Real thaw with
China still far

Despite significant progress in disengagement
at the LAC, China's intractability remains a
challenge. Also, India-China trade imbalance
and border issues can't be dehyphenated

naday that national security adviser Ajit Doval

met his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in Russin

and both sides agreed to work with urgency to

ensure "vomplete disengagement” inthe
Ladakh sector of the Line of Actual Control (LAC),
external affairs minister § Jalshankar said about 75% of
this work his been completed by the two sides.
However, Jalshankar was quick to point out other
major issues bedevilling the bilateral relationship,
inclueling the incrensed militarisation of the disputed
border, China's activitles across the Indian Ocean, and
the growing imbalance in two-way trade,

While it is true that Inclia and China could have
completed three-fourths of the disengagement of
frontline forees in Ladakh sector after dozens of rounds
of diplomeatic and mill tary talks in the past four years,
the 25% that remains is the most complex part of the
military face-off at Depsang and Demehok. Security
experts have contended that these reglons are more
strategic for India’s posture in this stretch of the LAC,
which is probably why New Delhi is unwilling to accept
any proposal from Beijing that would leave Indian
troops in a disadvantageous position. Then, there Is the
issue of de-escalation, or pulling back the 50.000-0dd
troops arrayed by both sides on the LAC since mid-2020
1o peacetime positions, The Chinese side has given no
Indication that it intends 1 revert to the position before
the standofl, especially if its ramping up of military and
dunl-use infrastructure in the region opposite Ladakh
and creation of dozens of villages, sorme in disputed
territories, are anything to go by.

India, as Jnishankar put it, is yet to understand why
China violated several long-standing border
management agreements and moved troops close o
the LAC. Itis also telling that the Indian reaclout after
the Doval-Wang meeting spoke of redoubling efforts
to realise complete disengagement and abiding by
past bilateral agreements, whereas the Chinese side’s
statement on the same event only mentioned the
proper handling of differences with pragmatism,

The current situation at the LAC is not tenable for
both countries, as having so many troops in close
procdmity to each other increases the possibility of
amishap or misunderstanding, Unless, of course,
China's intention is to use In Ladakh the same
plavbook it has used so adroitly to push its position in
the South China Sea, with scant regard for the
international rules-based order. The other worrisome
lssues — the “very unfalr and imbalanced” economie
relationship, lack of access for Indian goods in Chinese
markets, national security iderations with regard
to Chinese investments and business ties, and China’s
growing maritime presence in the Indian Ocean —
need to be clubbed with the situation on the frontier as
India has always maintained, and not the other way
around, as Befjing keeps insisting, ifa worthwhile way
forward s to be found by the two sides.

China is perceived by a majority of Indians as the
country's foremost challenge, China's netions, be they at
the LACor in the South China Sea or inthe Talwan
Strait, have only served to reinforee this opinion, Talk
from Bedjing about India and China, as two anchent
eastern civilisations, working for the long-term Interests
of their peoples and a “win-win" situation will remain
Just that, and offer no real prospects fora lasting
resolution of the border issue,

| ANOTHER DAY ]
Namita Bhandare

OPINION

| THIRD EYE |
Barkha Dutt

Failure of political
astuteness in West
Bengal, Manipur

Often, the most obvious
response to the crises such
those in the two states is the
appropriate one. It is resistance
to the obvious that muddies
the waters

hee drmngge of West Benggal chied min-
Ister (CM) Mamata Banerjer [acing
a row of empty white ch
dressed up with blue bows, “walt-
ing and waiting and wadting” for
doctors i dhow up, s an intrigul g
one, especially whin it was lollowed by the
embartled O Tolding hands and o pologising
bor thie lal lure to break the Impisse with pro-
testing doctors, capplig it off with & dramatie
and emotional "ready to resign’ gambit,
iy of the mament is lost on
we camments by the Trinamood
chilel were live-streamed. And that
was the precise lssue over which the talks
broke down belore they could start.

The doctors — aghating for m manth over
the rape and murder of o young doctor al o
government medical college and a serbes of
missteps and attempled cover-ups that evi-
dently fallowed = had made Hve-streaming
the meeting with the CM a pre-condition. They
have remained adamant on this demand,
arguing that i the Supremie Court can lve-
stream the case, there ks no reason for ¢
Wit Bengal goverament (o be dilfident. The
olfer of recording the proceodings and releis-
Ing them witha ;.lpmm-l.'uuu go-ahend has
mot been acoepied by the dociors so lar,

In this sero-sum game, one has o see who
Bilinks lrst. But ome can't belp bul wonder why
Banerjee stmply did potdo what she did s

week, right nt the beginning of the prolests,
The lolded hands, the mellow tone, the agol-
ogy for not betng able to break the sakemale,
the emphasls on her walting lor aver two
hewurs for doctors — perhaps had ihis been the
approach in the hours and days afier the
crime. there would hove been no erisis 1o han
dle. For o palitician born and shaped by agita-
tions, it is surprising that lhrCE showed a
remarkable lack of instinet, Even her revels-
tom that the Kolkata police chiel had offered
o resign, but it was she who wmed it down
because ol the | mpending lestivil season, was
bewildering, Asone rl!lllﬂ. doctor sald to me,
“Who s thin king of festivithes right now?™
Wihile the Bharativa Janata Farty (BJF) may
b on the front loot in the seate in lis criticsm
of the CM, slmilar questions about o perples-
Ing lnck ol instinet should be redirected ot
party leadershi p when | comies o Manlpar
Again. io be am mot o all drawing
Isotwien a state whene

lent ethnke dishes dnce Miy 2023
Kinr case in West Bengal, The simila
Minwdd b0 how politiclans respond In tmes of
erindn, big and small. And how common sens
weoms (o betray them when it s most needed,

ONECANTHELP BLT
WONDER WITY BANERJI
DI NOT DO WEHAT SHI
DIDTHIS WEEK, RIGHT
ATTHE NNING OF

THE PROTESTS. THOUGH
SHAPED BY AGIT, ATIONS, SHE
SHOWED A REMARKABLE
LACK OF INSTINCT

Hindi, and its role in the
unified future of India

indi Divas (Hindi Day), observed
every your on September 14, calls for
avellection on the language's journey

from achoption as the officlal language
ol the Unlon in 1949 w what it I8 woday and
what it ks golig o be lomormow,

Today, Hindi has the fourth-largest specch
community In the world. 1t ks commonly s po-
fem b ten states and three Union Terrtorics,
A per the 200 Cenmus, Hindl has 55 distinct
varletles, and some of these may hove thelr
own dislects. The varieties differ
mostly In the use of ver b-forin — for
example, kha rahi hal (Hindi), kha-
wathe (Chhatisgarhi), khalche (o)

Jika), khareri (Bhojpurl), khane
(Kumaun) and ke hal (Rajasthani-

Jodhpurl). Hindl and its varieties Girish arate (CHDY) was established |
have a preponderance of Sanskrit Nath Jha to promote Hindl in non-
vocabulary In primary or derived reglons, The Commission for

forms. Mutual intelligitdlity across
Hindi's varietles and with other

major lnguages of Indin stems from the fact
that Indian languages have elther evolved
froan Sanskeit or are heavily influenced by it
The Himdi-Urdu speech community 1s the
third-largest glabally {(after Mandarin and
Englishy Many countries now lave stzeable
Hindi-speaking populations, making it an
Intermational language,

This journey has not been without prob-
lema. In a culturally and Mngubstically diverse
country, arrlving ata consensus b notalways
The Constitwent Assembly showed
cabbe visdon in sdopting Hindl with the

26.9% female members: of parliament as
compared 10 2022, according to the Inter-

Partinmentary Union.

10wk lso m venr that saw thiree promi-
nent women leaders — New Zealand's
Jncindda Ardern, Finkind's Sanna Marin and
Scotland's Nicola Sturgeon — quitting, clbing
lﬂlmwl and I'.‘ﬂlllllllu“ A win for Marres

Devanagar script as official language of the

Unibon, This showed Indii's true national chir-

acter as many non-Hindl leaders supported

Hini for independent Indin However, contin-

ulng with English us an official rur-uwuu'

Huis 1t B widh

The 22 maor languages Nsted In um:mmun

\'III Include languages from the Indo Aryan

15), Dravidian {4}, Tibeto-Burman (Z) and

Austro Astatle (1) families, A classilication of

our languages on the basis of live prokeis
wolld have made more sense

Sinee English posed toigh compe-

tltdan, the government ook several

/ moasares to encleh Hindl and pro-

mote s use in administration .||||l

education. The Central Hind| C

-
anid Technieal Terminology
(CSTT) was established in 1961 o
develop wchnleal lerminologles and content
so that education and administration could
happen through Indian languages. In 1967, e
Cemtral Hindl Committee (CHLC) wis set up, In
1971, the Cemtral Hindi Translation Bureau was
sl ujp, [odlowed by the department of official
lainguage (DOL ) i 1975 o coordinate ellorts
fiar the development of Hind, The Commbtios
of Parliament on OMficial Language (CPOL)
wan constinsted In 1076 The Centrnl Hindl
Trudikng Dst leute was setup in 1885 weontln:
uwouly traln wnd fncilitate the government offi-
using Hindi

tatlon unmasked In Kerala, a husband
aceused of imviting over 80 men in France o
rape his wile who be drageed unconscious,
Ui banming of women's vidoes along with
haslr Eaces aned Bodiesin Alghanistan, nod o
lorget the angoling battles In pretty much
every nutlon in ghe world From Lran wo Brozil,
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lIn Masmbpair, Ihe NP'.-......--.. nr

NI M s el lenbide. Politheal

pry s P

Afnesla m

O e e legl
p

he CM Lo be

in Manipur, the BIP's stubsborn refusal o
rersove N Biven Singh s CM s incxplicable,
The situatbon in the stale larmabng thst
many have llkened 18 to n clvil war, where
members of the Mettel and Kukl communities
ean no lenger cross aver into geographics
dominated by the other. A former soklier of
thie Arnry was kiled this week just bocause he
sccidentally crossed the “bufler one” that
separates the ethnic groups. Women are
among 11 L)mpl e killed since the beginning ol
this month. I'nuusmmlulwums:l rein the
hands of clvillans In botl Tarm-
ers and students

Keybioard nationalists who oth erwise rin
patrlotism tests on everyone else llld don't

L

like an animal,” where are all the self-ap-
peinted arbiten of national lsm? Poliical paty
L Manlpur. OF the ten
e [or the CM 10 be
rosecuted for his role in the srife, seven ane
o the BIF, | can understand political conti
nulty when the vielence I external, for
Insta noe, during insurgencies or wanme. But
this isa state ot war with itself, This is o fallure
of law and order, yes, but it is, abowe all, o fail-
ureal politics, Removing Singh also affords o
chume 10 bring the elnshing parties w the dia-
loguie table, besides belng the olwlously cor-
rect thing o do,
From West Bengal to Manipur, often, the
st ol.mwnunununnllu-uuwuprim. ulu

hesitate o label people as anti-nat the
slightest dissent seem entirely unmoved at the
sltuation. When lormer soldicr Havaldar Lim-
Kholal Mane's wile sabd, as she did to me, that
e husband Toughe for Indls, but was killed

Iinoehd bs 0he Bovnart |
commminity [ e wor

T ARENIVE

The Centre’s eflorts are coordinated by the
DOL. Among the sctivities led by DOL, the
meetings of the CPOL led by the home minis:
Ner ape perhiaps th most important, This com-
mlitee reviews the progross made [n the use ol
Hinell in the offickal domain and recommends
measures 10 the President for promotion and
enrlchment of Hindl, The DOL also coordi-
nates |hrn~||ur|-ur‘uw Nagar Fajbhasha Kary-

B is reslsta
wlers —1mwl|mc-|. beyond repalr,

Barkha Duit {5 an award-winsisng fournalis and
", The vienws exprensed are persenal

This kewha has more Lhan 400,000 headwaords
ppocd wilh an putoratie specch rec
Ir DOL has been periodically
erlngnulnw v wta B in using Hind]

[ices uskng digital toals.

To popularise Hindl and recognise the
efforts 1o promote Hindl, the DOL ongandses
the annual Hindi Divas celebrations and has
been oeganising the Akhil Bharatiya Rajbha-
sha ince 2021 F Cauray
and Fajbhas ha Kirth Puraskar Yojanas by DOL
are two popular scheme: ;l:um:nlml'wmllm
In Hindi.

[Hindil his been @ popular linguage in the
diggial world, llluu.u]h 1} mllhwmluw (L]
share of websites, i 15 Lhe fourth most-used
language on YouTube, The rise of Indian lan-
Buage wsers on (e knlernet his lso pot pres-
sure on software developers to develop Lools,
Thee Losals fram COAC, Google (Google Ass|s-
aint. Googhe Translate), Micrasall (Bing Trans
laior), Microsaft-Swilikey {moblle keyboard),
and Amuson Alexa, among others, have facili-
wated Hindl, but more efforts are necded in the
digitnl space, The anline dhabd-sindhe by DOL
and searc hable glossaries by CSTT are going to

m(l
In1

anvan by the g
ernment offic culummllmn, 10 monitor
Illndh"pm[lr-s.\m officlal use, The develop-
ment of necessary software tools like Kamt-
hastha, a machine translation system, has
been a remarkable achicvement. Inbegration
of Kanthastha with e-office is another initie
tivie to Facllitate the wse of Hindi in govern-
mint offhees. LILA-Rugbhasha by CDAC facill-
tabes Hindl-learning through M other Indian
lainguages, The oredil goes fo the DOL foralso
Nenading the work on preparatbon of an online
Hindi dictionary called Hindi Shabd Sindhu,
an all-inclusive relational database of Hindl
including words [rom varbows domains, dia-
lects nnd other major Indlan languages mak-
ing It a truly sarva sanraveshi Hindi kosha,

{ EDITOR'S PICK )

mantei AT

108 inthe future.

The forward march of Hindi has been
Impressive. It has o continue progressing
with Inclusiveness so that It s eruly sarv sam-
aveshil, Tor the unified and inclusive future of
Inclia, On the Artificial Intelligence (Al) front,
there I8 o need o exercise some caution,
Iryplemienting Al sedutions in o diverse natlon
8 ours has been a challenge for various rea-
s, However, the current pace ol efforts will
o a loig way bn ensurting the submble lingle
meniathon al Al Tor Hindl and other languas-
Bos.

Girdwh Narh St (s chale man, Costenission for
Sclemrific and Tevhnical Terminalogy,
The views expressnd re persansl

HI's it obher a baok recommendation every Saturday, which provides Bibory,
context, and halps understand recent news swints
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Harris's dismissal of Trump |

the first woman president of the
Ulniitod Staves. Whille referring 1o thi
Taliban enkeover In Afghanistan. ot o word
vt sl iwhoat the ersaane of women's rights
I it hat conmiry. Acknowlochging larel’s dght
Vi isell clicited an ob lgue refenenc
to "far oo many Innocent Palestnians
bt g killed, bus the Tull horror was hardly
on display.
ot l woman koon? Hardly, Flawed? Def-
Imitedy, And vet Kamada Harrls might just be

ot once did she refier toher gender or
Ni]r]lhlul( presabaili ty of bocoming

Why Kamala Harris is the
voice the world needs

thievolce the world needs right now,

“The optics of o Harrl wlu would cer-
minly be very interesting.” safd Akshi
Chawln, curator of WomenLead, which
trncks the progress of women In polities gho-
bally. Already, Mexico has elected its first
woman head of Stabe, Claudin Shelnbam,
wiho, at B, 1 Justa coupleof years older than
Harris, “The possibiliey of another North
American country bedng led by o woman is
certainly powerful,” sdded Chada,

I 20, women's polltical representition
grew by Just 0.4 percentage polnts with

o women's ()
in o world dominated by muscular u'ulh
political keaders,

Elght years ago, ansther presidential
debate saw Trump prowling on the stage,
sneling uncomioriably chose o Hillary Chine
tom, She lost aned the coat of Trumgp's presl-
dency became choar when his hand-ploked
Juddges rolled back abortion rights, taking
American women back half a century, Never
b gender mattered as much or been ne
polarising i In the post- Trump yoars

Globally, gender equality has stagnated or
declined in 0% of couniries between 20019
and 2022, according 1w Equal Measures
2000, a coalition of non-profis.

Events of the past month hive unfolded
Mkcea horror film b slo-mec Women march-
g i Kiolkata, industrial-level sexual explod

chiss. That she did it with such lnesse, an
arehed eye bow here,a smilek theve and out-
right laughter elsewhere made (L all the
rme delickous, I Trump had once dismlssed
lser o “nuts” becouse of the way she laughs,
then she chiose 8o laugh openly, snd repeat-
edly, at him. lor instance when he spoke
about immigrants “cating the dogs”,
Truiewp el vt stalk Harris thie way he did
Chinton. But his disrespect was apparent
when he constantly referred 1o “her” or
“shie”, mit by the constitutionnl alfice she
holds, or even just her name,

Har '\klor)hbvnmmmu‘.awnd
&

unmlmuulm wits s 1 wanlbml winnsing the. per-
st |5 maone “cloar ancl hand " rukes
“maaneiged”. For nonw, Harrs seoms i
Tave won both on wit el on perception. Whist goos
Into-ereating such “winners™ and “losers™? Televising
thee debate, ansd partisan analysss trying o deconseruct
Ve bbb b forvoas ol the candidate they wppor.
This week, we reoommend Alan Schooder's Presl
devttal Dbt Fiffy Yearsef High-Risk TV, which offers
o fascinating explomition of the evolut on of sdevised
Mm{rumllnlrlmnlmlnlnm with the Richard
Nison-Jobin F Kerinedy debate. The bool debes Into
T bt v ﬂuwpwkmmmnlemllw

personalisies. Schroedr says debates have become  Presidential Debates:

But women all over the we atch
Ingg anvd hoping,

Parnitea Bhardine wrtes on genider.
The views exprossed are persosal

spectaches of modia sratiegy and theatrics, and e role
In influeticing electoral oulcames. For o seckinga

Fifty Years of High-

Risk TV: Alan
dewper I Schroeder
pnhlb;ﬁuialtldrﬂmlnml essential read, Year: 2008
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WHAT IS OPENAIO1, THEAIMODEL
THATTHINKS' BEFORE IT ANSWERS?

BIJIN JOSE
NEWDELHI, SEFTEMBER 13

OPENAY, the world's premier artificial in-
telligence research organisation, on
Thursday released its latest Al model, The
new OpenAl ol isthe firstina planned se-
r!'scd ‘reasoning” models that have been
tasks and
problems in sckence, coding, and maths.
Thee mode] is part of the organisation's
secretive Project Strawberry, which isex-
pected to feature autonomous Internet
research and dramatically improve Al
reasoning capabilities.

helps the model to understand and fol-
low safety rules better by using its prob-
lem-sobving skills.

The organisation has tested how 'M:II

hemde] follows safiry rules,

users try to trick the Al nohmal(lru;lhnm
(hemowvn a5 Al jailbreaking ). The compary
saicl that in one of its toughest tests, the
earlier version of the Al model scored 22
ot of 100, and the nevr version scored B4,

Dpenl has improved its safety efforts
by working closely with the United
Kingdom and the United States govern-
ments and their Al safety teams. It has
also been given early access o a version
of the miode] to safety groups for reseanch,

H and research?
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Unpacking Kejriwal bail order

Where the
judges on SC
Bench agreed,
disagreed

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEW DELHI SEFTEMBER 13

ARVIND KEJRIWAL walleed out of Tikar Jail
on Friday evening, hours after a Supreme
Court Bench of Justices Surya Kant and
Llual Bhuy.m delivered separate, concur-

the new
According to Opendl, ol is designed
to “think™ maore canefully about queries
before answering — like how humans di
while solving a complex pmhk'm. I‘hcor
ganisation has trained th

Since the new madel can solve com-
plex problems, it may impact jobs that
could include tasks such as software de-
velopment, data .maty;n rndlm; math-

hiw o approach problems from differ-
ent perspectives, check its output, and
learn from its mistakes. This is a big leap
forward in Al technology, Opendl said.

Openal ol isan sarly version and is yet
b bse mepuipped with other features such
as browsing the web or managing files
and images, The nexe update of this model
is expected to perform similarly to PhD
students on challenging benchmark tasks
in physics, chemdstry, and biology,

‘What about the safety of the model?
OpenAl said make ol safie o use, it
has created a new way of training, which

ematical etc. i isan
intedlectual task, and automating it would
likedy recluce the need for uman invalve-
ment in some routine coding and trou-
bleshooting in industries such as IT, fi-
nance, and engineering,
‘When it comes to researchers, o1 can
Ibean assistant in fiekds lile physics, chem-
istry, binlogy, and healthcare as it can
speed up problem-solving, The model's
abiliry to generate formulae and analyse
large datasets makes it a helpful toal for
researchers looking for breakthroughs,
OpenAlol is a big step forward in Al's
handling of tasks that are traditionally
managed by highly skilled professionals,

3 WA= ) SCIENCE |

WHAT ISHELIUMAND WHY IS IT
USEDIN R[]CI(ETS'?

TWO NASA astronauts aboard Boeing's
Searliner will stay on the International
Space Station for months becawse of a
faulty propulsion system whose prob-
lems inchuded helium leaks,

Back om Earth, SpaceX’s Polaris Dawn
mission, which finally launched on
Tuesday, was delayed because of helium
issues an ground equipment,

Past missionsthat have been affecied
by pesky helium leaks include 1SROVs
Chandrayaan 2 and ESA's Ariane 5,

Why dospacecraft and rockets use
helium?

Helium is inert — it does not react
withother substances or combust = and
its atoamic number is 2, making it the sec-
ond lightest element after hydrogen,

Rockets need to achiewe specific
speeds and altitude o reach and main-
tain orbit, A heavier rocket requires maorne
energy, not only increasing fuel con-
sumption but also needing more power-
Rl engines, which are more expensive to
develop, test, and maintain,

Hedium has a very kow boiling point (-
2689 degree Celsius L allowing it toremain
a gasevenin super-cold envimnments, an
impaortant feature because marny ocket fu-
els are stored in that temperature range,

How is helium used in spacecraft?
Helium is used to pressurise fuel
tanks, ensuring fuel fows to the rocket's
engines without interruption; and for
cooling systems.
As fuel and oxidiser are bumed in the

{fp drishiilAS.com

Drishti IAS

Firae wlt aiieremga, DagTga wifn,
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Falcon 9 rocket before Polaris Dawn
mission’s launch on August 25, Reuers

rocket’s engines, helium fills the result-

B CINpLY S
the overall pressure inside,

Because it is non-reactive, it can safely
mimghe with the tanks’ residual contents,

Is it prome to leakos?

Helium's small atomic size and low
molecularweight mean its atoms can s-
cape through small gaps or seals in stor-
age tanks and fuel systems.

Bur because there is very linde helium
in the Earth's atmosphere, beaks can be
casily detected — making the gas impor-
tant for spotting potential faults ina
rocket or spacecraft’s fuel systems,

The Fregueency of helium leaks across

lated systems, some
s.ay' have highlighted an industry-wide
need for innovation in valve design and
more precise valve-tightening mecha-
nisms, REUTERS

d
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granting him bail in the
CN case o the alleged “scam”in the Delhi
excise policy,

The judges, however, delivered differ-
ing opinions on whether the Delhi Chiel
Minister's arrest by the CBI in June 2024
was necessary in the first place, Justice
Kant upheld the arrest; Justice Bhuyan
held that the grounds for arrest were
“wholly untenable”,

Why did the two judges disagree on the
necessity to arrest Kejriweal? And what
were their reasons for granting him bail?

Timeline of the case

Kjriwwal was arrested pwice in connec-
tHonwith the same excise policy case, first
by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) on
March 21, 2024, and then by the CBl on June
26, when he was already in custody.

On July 12, the Supreme Court granted
Kejriwal interim bail in the ED case,
Hewvever, he was not released from jadl be-
cause the CBI complaint proceedings were
pending at the time, On August 5, the Delhi
High Court upheld the CBI's decision toar-
rest Kejriwal, and directed him toapproach
the trial court for bail.

On August 12, Kejriwal challenged the
Dielhi HC's order at the Supreme Court, On
Aumust 14, the court refused to grant him
mtonm bail, and heard atgum.mls fmm
on Mugust 23 and September 5,
itsverdict on Friday,

It delivered

Diverging opinions on the
necessity of arrest

During the hearings, both sides relied
on Sections 41{1)(b) and 41A of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC).
Section 411 (b} lays down the conditions
for arrest without a warrant, and Section
41 A deals with the appearance of an ac-
cused before police in cases where armest
is not required.

Kejriwal argued that none of the re-
quirements for arrest listed under Section
41(1)(b) were met in his case, and that he
was not served with a notice by police as
required under Section 414 before he was
intermgated by the CB in June.

JUSTICE KANT held that Section
41(1)(b) does not apply in this case as the
CBI Special Judge had allowed the agency's
application o arrest Kejriwal on June 26,
He also held that Section 414" doe:

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal ach

! walking out of Tihar Jail in New Delhi on Friday. rn

He also referred io Article 20{3) of the
Constitution of India which provides that
*“Mo person accused of any offence shall be
compelled o be awitness against himsel”,
and held that an acoused has a right to re-
main silent.

Justice Bhuyan questioned the timing
of Kejriwal's arrest by the CBl He noted that
the agency had registered the case in
August 2022, but had not named Kejriwal
asanaccused in the chargesheet — and that
it had filed an application for his arrest anly
on June 25, 2024, after the Chief Minister
had been granted bail in the ED case just
days earlier on June 20, [The operation of
the order passed by Vacation Judge Nyay
Bindu was stayed by Delhi High Court the
next day,

“Such actionan the partof the OB raises

arrest; rather on the arrest itsell” Justice
Bhasyan said. "For 22 months, OBl does not
arrest the appellant but after the learned
Special judge grants regular bail to the ap-
pellantinthe ED case, CBl seeks his custody.”

‘Complete agreement’ on
granting bail to Kejriwal

JUSTICE KANT held that “the pro-
longed incarceration of an acoused person,
pending trial, amounts
toan unjust deprivation
of personal liberty”. In
this case, there were 17
accused persons, 224 witnesses, multiple
chargesheets, and extensive documenta-
thom to consider, he noted.

*These factors suggest that the comple-
tion of the trial is unlikely to oocur in the
|mmnd|a|.e Imum Justice Kant said,

Iy Kejriwal's case fulfilled

visage or mandate the issuance of a notice
o an indiviclual al i icial custody™
— Kizjriwal was already incarcerated in con-
nection with the ED case at the time,

CrPC Section 41A[3) states that the po-
lice shall not arrest a person who“complies
.md contimues io comply with the notice™

this section unl
pcllu:n officer records the reasons why ar-
rest is necessary,

Justice Kant held that the CBI had

“chearly recorded the reasons as to why
they deemed the Appellant's arvest neces-
sary” in its application, The CBI had argued
that Kejriwal gave "evasive replics™ during
interrogation, and it was necessary tocon-
Fromt him with the evidence to uncover the
larger conspiracy,

JUSTICE BHUYAN did not accept this
justification for Kejriwal's arrest,

He held; “It cannot be the proposition
thar only when an accused answers the
questions put to him by the imvestigation
agency in the manner in which the inves-
tigating agency would like the accused o
angwer, would mean that the accused is
cooperating with the investigation.”

the “triple test” for bail because;

B The evidence is already in the CBl's
possession so there is no possibility of tam-
pering withit;

W Kejrival's “position” and his “mots" in
society mean that he is not a fight risk;

W n case the CBI's concern that he will
tamper with witnesses comes true, the
necessary consequences will follow,

Justice Kant alsodismissed the CBIs ar-
gument that Kejrivwal shoubd have gone to
the trial court to seek bail first instead of
directly approaching the High Court, I[ﬂm

was to be accepted,
should have immediately sent him to the
trial court instead of hearing arguments in
his bail application, he said.

“Rail being closely thed to personal lib-
erty, such claims should be adjudicated
promptly on their merits, rather than os-
cillating between courts on mere proce-
dural technicalities,” Justice Kant said,

JUSTICE BHUYAN hedd that he was *in
complete agreement with the conclusion
and direction of his Lordship  Justice Kant)
that the appellant [Kejriwal) should be re-
leased o bail™,

EXPLAINED

How bail conditions will
work, may impact Govt

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM &
MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 13

WHILE GRANTING regular bail to Arvind
Kejriwal in the CBI case on Friday, the
Supreme Court imposed on him the same
conditions that it had first put while giving
him interim bail in the Enforcement
Directorate | ED) case on July 12,

Justice Bhuyan said he has *serious reser-
vations" about two of these conditions —
which prevent Kejriwal from entering the
Chief Minister's affice and the Secretariat,
and signing official files — but refrained from
expressing his views further in accord ance
with “judicial discipline”.

Conditions of bail imposed
by the Supreme Court

Kej rivall was arrested by thie FD on Marnch
21, and by the CBI on Jurse 26, when e was
already in custody, The S5C
granted him interim bail in
thie ED case on May 10 to
allow him tocampaign for
thie Lok Sabha election, He returmed tojail on
June 2, and the SC again gave him hail in the
ED caseon July 12,

Om both occasions, the Bench of |ustices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta said that
Kiezjriwal will

B Not be allowed to visit the Chief
Minister's office and the Delhi Secretariat;

W Mot “sign official files unless it is re-
quired and necessary for obtaining clear-
ance| approval of the Lisutenant Governor
of Delhi™;

B Mot comment on his robe in the pres-

rions can be moved, signed by the Chief

Minister, and then sent to the Lieutenant

Gowernor (LG L

W'hal about the condition that pmuv:nt;
certain files? Th i

likely to tie the CM's hands ina ;q;ml'br.ml

way, the AAP leaders believe,

Article 239 of the Constitution provides
thar lthaDma‘lfapcta] Teritory of Dedhi shall

Legislative A punil
of Ministers with the CM at the head,

there isa difference of opinion between
the LG and the Council of Ministers “on any
matter”, Article 239AA states that the LG
shall refer this to the President for a decision
— and the LG can take “immediate action”
wehile this decision is pending if it is “wrgent”
and "necessary”.

The LG is also the administrator of the
government in Delhi,

Although Kejriwal can only sign files
wihere his signature is “required and neces-
sary” for the Delhi LG's approval, this in ef-
fectincludes the bulk of the governance work
i Delhi, with the exception of the three sub-
Jects in which the Centre through the LG al-
ready exercises discretion under Article
230AM — pasbilic order, police, and land,

Senior government officials said that in
this scheme of things, all files are ultimately
sent bo the LG for dearance and approval. An
AAP leader said; “Right from granting per-
mission to cut trees and allowing 24x7 op-
erations of shops to major Cabinet decisions,
all ulrimately require the clearance and ap-
proval of the Lt Governor, Because of this
clause, we believe that the work of the gov-
emmient will continue mostly as it did be-
fore the CM was arrested in March. He, of
course, will not be going to the Secretariat,

ent case; and as perihe hallcmdllmL
WMot interact f ey or lack thereof, became
have access files e in August 2022 when LG

On Friclay, the Bench of ustices Surya Kant
amd Ljjal Bhnym reiterated these conditions

Vinai Kumar Saxena sent 47 files hack Lothe
CM'soffice asthey werer

—and | shall not make any
public comments about the merits of the CBI
case; be present at every trial court hearing
uriless an exemiption s gramted: and fully co-
operate with the trial court so the case may be
conchuded expeditiously,
Impact of bail conditions on
functioning of Delhi govt

The first condition Nagged by |ustice
Bhuyan — the bar on Kejriwal visiting the
MO and Secretariat — may not present a
steep hurdbe, according to senior Aam Aadmi
Party { AAP] leaders, This is because Cabinet
meetings can be routed by circulation”, they
said — which means that files with sugges-

by Kz jriwaal before being sent lmﬂwLG'sq}
p(ma'L The Indlign Express reported that the LG
urged the CM po sign every file in the interest
of smooth and efeotive governance.

Odficials in the LG's office had argued at
the time that in Delhi, “The (M is the head of
the Cabinet of ministers, so any decision or
project by departments or the government
goes to the Cabinet for final approval and
then the file is sent to LG as he is the top of-
ficial, So, ivis necessary that files that are be-
g routed the CMO to the LG should
be duly signed by the CM,"

LONGER VERSION ON
Indlanexpress.com/explained

Port Blair and its historical connection to the Chola conquest of Srivijaya

ADRIJAROYCHOWDHURY
NEW DELHI. SEPTEMBER 13

PORT BLAIR will be renamed as Sri Vijaya
Puram, Union Home Minister Amit Shah
announced on Friday, The change of name
was inspired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision "to free the nation from the
colonial imprints”, Shah said on X.

The name Sri Vijaya Puram symbolises
the unique role of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands in India’s freedom struggle,
and the territory “that once served as the
naval base of the Chola Empire” is now set
1o become a critical base for achieving
India's strategic aspirations, he said.

The ‘discovery’ of Port Blair

‘The capital city and port of entry into the
Union Territory is named after Archibald
Elair, anaval surveyor and lieutenant in the
Bombay Marine, who carried out the first
thorough survey of the islands. Blair, who
Jjoined the East India Company's navy in
1771, also surveyed the coasts of India, Iran,
andl Arabia, sailed up the Hooghly, and tra-
elled to the Chagos archipelago south of the
Maldivesin the Indian Oczan,

In December 1778, Bladr lefton his first
surveying voyage to Andaman from
Cabeutta with two ships, the Elizabeth and
the Viper, The expedition, which lasted till
April 1779, took him to a natural harbour
on the east coast of the island, which he
named Port Comwallis after Commodore
William Cormwallis, commander-in-chiefl
of British Inclia,

Blair was immediately awareof thesig-  colony, Most convicts to i 1050CE o to thy vy Chala trade with the East, ormore
nificance of his discovery, and wrote a de- |mprmnmem.andmaw dl!ddul!lndli islands as Mﬂ-NﬂkWﬂm [great Dwn.' probably, simply a desire an the part of
tailed report of his survey, He returned to— ease Several Rmcndmmmcnﬂhn dxnmmﬂtm
England in 1795, andl!adanacmumurtho were hanged, emnmdhcuhalundertheﬂnlﬂh
Andamar lsl. ety of As the freedom movement gained mo- In his co-edited book o jectsat home, 1oy his crowsn.”
Lomdon in 1799, menturm, the British built the huge Cellular Chada Neval ilee the American hi W

The Company decided to Jail in Port Blair in 1906,  Expeditions to Southeast Asia (2000), the
cobonise Ancaman soon after Sy =TI\ Y[Js] Among the freedom fighters  German Indologist Hermann Kulke noted aspanuradutades long pm;;urchnla
Blair submitted his report, who were jailed in ‘Kaala  that the Chola invasion of Srivijaya was a
mainty toestablishasalebase | HISTORY | Paani wasVinayak Damodar  uniqueeventinthe historyof indiaand “its  other empiresof South India and Sri Lanka.
fromwhich it could check the Savarkar, otherwi As perinscripti alterattack-
activities of Malay pirates. Several convicts ufSauthzaﬂ Asia which had come under  ing Srivijaya, Rajendra | captured king
were transported o the slinds o serve as  IMperial Cholas & Srivijaya Indlia's strong cubtural influence forabouta  Samgrama Vijayottunggavarman, and
unpaid labour, The island was later named istori that the i um"”, luxedn!n!asuwsufhlilrlll@dnm includ-

after Blair,

After the revolt of 1857, the British be-
gan sending large numbers of Indian pris-
oners to the islands, Port Blair was reno-
vated and resettled mainly as a penal

Andaman Islands were used as a strategic
naval base by the 11th century Chola em-
peror quondlal o carry out an. an‘.acl on

reason for the Chulamariﬁl"nw(pﬂﬁnntu
Srivijaya, KA Nllalf.antasam wrote that “we

have to.

Srivijaya, today
An inscription found in Thanjavur dated to

jpart of Srivijaya to thrnw obstacles in the

1 the ) Torana, the jewelled war
gate of Srivijaya,
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‘WoRDLY WISE
THOSE WHO SAY THEY UNDERSTAND
CHESS, UNDERSTAND NOTHING,

— Ronerr HORNER

ThelndianEXPRESS  Verdict is limited relief

@ FOUNDED By =
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLWVES US ALL

CALLING OUT THE PARROT

In his bail verdict, Justice Ujjal Bhuyan's criticism of CBI strikes many
achord — should be heard by those who pull the agency strings

ourt principle

mmmmmmmmzummm

andjadl

In Arvind Kejriwal case, SC has asked trial and

high courts to be alert to need to protect personal liberty

ALOK PRASANNA KUMAR

CCI.IRTJI.IMMEN'J'S IN India tend to hide
a dense foliage of

and formal words. So it comes a5 a refresh-

ing surprise to read Justice Ujjal Bhuyan's

y
hobding his arrest by the Central Bureau of
Investigation [ CBI) to be illegal, Justice
Bhuyan cuss through the CBl's arguments
and says what is plain as daylight to an im-

mient. This recasting, or rather of a princi ..uums
ing. This i . i i an hack
o5 to selecti 4 " targetits palitical - =
in jail — amMammmmmmem Delh.Chlef
Minister Arvi a the case imvolving hi
o had framed the 2021-22 excise palicy, rolled back subse-
quently, liguor i
afaquid TheSC A again Butit is hearten-
ing, most of all, mnmmmmmm;mmmmm
dividual, ¥ L
courtsin e as. b

“Deprivation of liberty even for a single day is one day too many”, says the separate
mwlmuwnhum mnluummys on the bench. Justice Bhuyan

kzp(mpllb‘lﬂ!ﬂillnmuulumT
x!! the benefit nd'blll in the Enforcement

Thenum]udgemﬂ!m]umn:;;;a

Kant.

disagrees on the correctness of the amest.
Jusstice Bharyan's judgment is more note-

worthy for two reasons — the illegality of

Kejriwal’ ;mand the CBI's attempt to

The use of procedure as
punisl by investigating

use In saying so,
Justice Bhwyan swims against the tide in re-
ﬁmummmmamnmhwﬂw

d 2 secti anm iciary—a
sline

S CONC bailin a case that shows
mnwd’nﬂydmﬁulkmhﬂwlu atone lﬁmmwdl legal acumen and

miral clarity, he al ety inthe first place.
He points to that is incrimi the agencies wh itis
totake forvard the The OBl resi ithe case agai ariwal in August

2022, ﬁIEdluurdwgdmmmnd 17 as acowsed, did not name Kejriwal. Only whena
Special Judge granted regular bail 1w Kejriwal in an ED case nearly two years later that
wmmmmmmmwmmammmmw Even on the date
of his arrest by the CBI, Justi |been named asan ac-
cused. “Such action on the partof the CBI raises a serious mark .. on the arrest itsell”, says
the judge. In a system governed by the nule of Law, Justice Blwyan draws a vital distinc-
tion; mmm.;mﬂuumu—mﬂmmummmm
Justice ons, and he
dmmwﬂ!mmhbewmmmmhwmhbhuﬂ:mm

m)llgh—pmﬁlzcnmm‘l I:Asﬁ.]nthl'!lwn
issues
|bail conditions imposed on Kejriwal, justice
Bharyan has (as Justice B Nagarathna did in
the Bilkis Bano case | quictly called out his
colleagues for their lack of prompt and ju-
dicious action on civil rights issues.
Jusstices Kant and Bhuyan don't disagree
on the Law applicable 1w Kejriwal's amest.
They just differ on how deeply they should
Inok at the CBI's justification for such amest.
Justice Kant is satisfied with the CBI's expla-
nation as to why Kejriwal's arrest was

needed, His judgment simply lays out the
e the CBlwi sy

agencies is well known in
India. It is cost free to use
technicalities and sometimes
blatant illegalities to make an
accused sitting in jail run
from court to court for bail.
The CBI attempted
something similar here by
arguing before the SC that
since a chargesheet had been
filed against Kejriwal, he
should be made to go back w
the trial court to seek bail
afresh, The CBI claimed,

ly, that the SC

menting on whether they were adequate.
Justice Bhuyan, however, goes indepth into

that the (Bl disned the notion of it be d

maostof alof he CBL i 0 the  the reasons and finds that

rot. Rather, an the CBI's justifications for arresting Kejrivwal

mwaﬂﬂnrmp&ﬂlnmm heedl!\:u:nmnun uﬂ\nmlns fall apart oneven a little bit of scrutiny,
iderlinsed, the fair dalan The CBI says that Kejriwal's arrest was

il o, the just by ' i th .nhumnsr@ﬁ.u-

— " o i by isinthedodk.

FROM STREET TO TABLE

In Kolkata, protesting doctors must take up
the government’s offer for talks, resolve stalemate
N THE DAYS and weeks that followed the rape and murder of a doctor at R G Kar
Medical College and chose de-

not scml.mg the matter back
o the trial count would
‘demoralise’ the High Court
judge who had denied bail to
Kejriwal on this ground.

necessary because he gave “evasive
replies” and was not "cooperating with the
investigation”, These are fairly bland and
generic grounds which tell us nothing
about why it was necessary to arrest
Kejriwal — a man who had been in Tihar
jail for 22 months — almost as soon as he
g0t bail in the ED case, Justice Bhuyan is
unafraid tocall a spade a spade here point-
ing out that it seems as if the CBI just
wanted to make sure Kejriwal didn't get
the benefit of bail in the ED case.

Justice Bhuyan points out that denying
biail or arresting someone just because they
don't give the answers the i

a chargesheet had been filed against
Kejriwal, he should be made to go back to
the trial court to seek bail afresh, The CBI
claimed, preposterously, that the S5C not
sending the matter back to the trial court
would “demoralise™ the High Court judge
who had denied bail to Kejriwal on this
ground.

Both judges would have none of it,
|pointing out the waste of the Court's time
and the assault on liberty such a move
would represent, More so in this case since
the Delhi HC had already heard elaborate
ar:umults before denying bail. Justice
B ritical of the Delhi HC

agencies are looking for is a potential viola-
tion of Article 20[3) of the Constitution,
w‘hat is the point of having a npngunn

fior having asked Kejriwal to approach the
trial court once again for bail after having
heard elaborate arguments on the merits of

|:|IyI keept in jail till she confesses to her
crimes? This would effectively punish
someone withowt a clear ing of guilt.

thi He the need for trial

mumdeC;mhe alert to the need to

protect pem:ml libemr" hlwmgm
trend (also

W'hlleﬁ!pdpnem dnem‘tw Innm

d by his
mmjmnnmmrmmm

mnﬂdn a long standing pmblemmc 1-
Jjudge bench Supreme Court judgment in
State v Karhi Kalu Oghod (1961 ). Here the SC

Eave a very narrow to the

accused in high profile cases, Mumern is

legally justified or not, This is of course a

much larger issue, one which the SCs judi-
Ive.

mhtnd’u-lhmnmmn hobding that the
mmmnadablulﬂmpm-uww
that is, dh Singe
the 1980s, successive 5C judgments have
slowly whittled away at this judgment, ex-

solve,
It is not a great win for justice that the
Supreme Court granted bail in a criminal
matter, It is at best a source of limited relief
and at worst, evidence of a completely dys-

functional criminal justice system,

Itis perhaps time for the Court to once and
for all clear the confusion about the scope of

s such as Justice Bhuyan's state-
ments i reveal what's broken
in the criminal justice system — ﬂlejudu}

Asticle 203). A clearj
exact scope of the night against self-incrim-
ination is sull needed,

The use of procedure as punishment by
investigating agencies is well known in
India. It is cost free to use technicalities and

ary.Hisj Il growing

dlm;mu!SCMlcmumplyahan—

daning their

of fear or favour, judges seem to be under

the impression that it is “safer” to simply

deny bail and toe the government's line in
ey

cused sitting in jail run from couwrt to court
fior bail. The CBI attempeed something sim-
ilar here by arguing before the SC that since

The writer is co-founder of
Vidhi Centre for Legal Folicy

HE WHO TOOK EVERYONE ALONG

Sitaram Yechury, with his charm, made allies out of rivals for sake of democracy

in Kolkata, the West Bengal ~ ey ; )
ksl v " ’ ' C P CHANDRASEKHAR
demanded justice for the victim, a probe inio the O IN A LIFE that ended too early, Sitaram ian agenda seeking to ensure shape hi it ieader, his abil-
Iy the police, Kolkata Police vmmmL:mnedsecu— Yechur i i Makis - ity to connect and relate personally to the
ity for healthcare workers and ing the culture of intimidation by the govern- . ftheLeftand. inthepr asadi meven ‘party cadre, enquiring about and expressing
ment at state-run hospitals. Their demands ane justified, The doctors have also dug in 10 the discourse and practice of palitics in and and
Mminﬂ!hﬂdmwlmmmmammmw Inclia, was immense, Sita [as he was known to vﬂuul{ﬂmhﬁmﬂdm" hi - m-
1—i Mamata his friends) graduated from student to party g In that endeavous, he put te stances
Banerjee —of being part of aconspiracy by the Cenire and Letparties” The doctors and Nm“ﬂﬂ-w:'\ﬂh:nf"ﬂhm:mﬁﬂ; use wihat - he s - r:' :uuwmmu:
be di B =
annct Sita wias i mlmns.w:i\n!mmsam” il

mmmmmmmm and the images of her waiting “for
uvermhnms’mmemmmn could hurt their cawse,

into the discussions on the strategy and tac-
tics af the Communist Party of India-Marxist

the Left across the world providing material
which i

The CM has now d Bengal” open for talks, (CPM and the Leftin that had
The LSt it Their for not - the doc- m&md’m@m&nm. He was trusted as an
tors N S s - ISitheY o posit President ofthe Jvahara impartialand independent
o s Eove '“"“w“"‘;:"' h.:: i participant, capable of
streaming asthe matter s L-“*‘" 13 ot to sy that that the government s celebrated years, pmmmom- Sdent's  understanding the
mulwerl:hnh! «can be y there will be i ion of India, Central C: itee and i
) v Fedles e o vl comy that each player
umuummlmﬂupmmmmdnn&dmmﬂwﬂlmﬂ!mmﬂm; Depantment of the CPM, General Secretary of can and must make. Such
willing iate must be sei — it is, after all, only through an the CPM, editor of party's weekly People’s aIlla!\lx!-mpnyungluh
elected that their be ltn Jsoi that con- D ur ine ly crucial for the
stitwtional overnorCV. There veas somuch sustenance of Indian

callingMamata Banerjee “Lady Macheth of Bengal” md!.lwul!wll socially boycott”
her are in poor taste at best,

(M Banerjee knows, better than most, the power of protest — and the trials protest-
ers face, As a young opposition leader in Bengal, she too was attacked and mocked. The
hoeror at RG Karon August 9 has shaken the conscience of West Bengal and the country
at large, The anguish of the protesting doctors is justified. Both sides must now begin
talking, in good faith, That is the only way to ensure systemic change.

VISHY’S SUCCESSORS

Performance of Indian teams at Chess Olympiad
signals the coming of age of prodigies
TTHE CHESS Ollymypiad in Budapest, Indian chess teams are making a mark,
Bmu!muuunmnnpen mu\d nummm'snmmhmbmm

their

team of Gukesh, Praggnanandhaa, Arjun Erigaisi and Vidit Gujrathi [with
Pentala Harikrishna as the reserve player) is the strongest the country has sent to the
Oussoumpm d- mpmmmlsevmtdlsmhn I:uull'ell'nrnlllnml teams,

butthat

was not tobe.
Sita's route to the CPM's dominant deci-
nan making bodies and then to being its

pnlmlmummm minsde of function-
ing. While remaining koyal to his party and its.
ideals, Sita sawthe need for flexibility indeal-
ing with the democratic ebements in the
Indian political space, That perception was
only strengthened when Indian politics ook
a turn towards authoritarianism in recent
decades, with forces espousing a miajoritar-

democracy. He will, therefore,
be greatly missed not just
within the CPM and the Left,
but in the wider political
world. And for us, his friends,
e will be much missed asa
person who changed and
achieved so much in public
life, but remained the same
“Sita'in private.

views on what
Ibe done in India,
Those responsibilities were indeed

ian, mastering the rubes of the House, display-
ingg his oratorical skills and winnimg allies in
the many causes he chose to take up. Legend

o qu a personality that was very different
thear-
ganisational strongmen (and they were

fFrom, the: ¥ were often con-
fused as w why a person with his skills was
sitting in Opposition and rubbing shoulders
mﬂ-ﬂ!

largely isi from the
i i extremne, with a boy ;hlhdmmd’hummmhnmw
ishcharm, a sense of humour, and a keen  General Secretary Harkishan Singh Surjeetwas
i i afol- knownla( Sita became a force in shaping

lowing both within and ide the party Oy il Hewas trusted asanim-
without is weigh partial and i par capable
lass of of under i ch

the first MA batch [ 1973-75) of the Centre for
Economic Studies and Planning at JNLU, hewas
ot just clearly the most beilliant but the one

pl-wanmdmunmmuhmm

nmmndmdumn'xy.lhmll nm!h!.

who made everyone smile. He ¢

CPMand
the Ledt, but in thy

those qualitses w L

ademic
w!er.whn:llhewmfm’ﬂ! rough and
tumble of politics, and a sharp memory, dis-

Play

ditions to Bollywood music and Sanskrit
el T i Feelpedd.

‘palitical
And for ws, his friends, he will be much
missed as a person who changed and
achieved somuch in public life, but remained
the same “Sita” in private,

The writer is a former professor of
economics af JNL, Delhi

Erigaisi inthe ukesh
andF the top twio boards
This isalreacy for Indi i losh b younge:
ever player to win the out-thmoat C. Irmament,
Mm-fdualmmﬂznmmnmhu!ﬁmummﬂm
ing, Gulesh very good ch
xﬂuun-lfls,au at, the Indian

youngest:

teamhasa
Carry Kasparov had aptly summed up the state of affairs in world chess when he
spoke of an “Indian earthquake” when Gukesh had md!{.‘amdau.'summamt.

“The children of Vishy Anand = dec
Mdﬂmumhmm]nw&dﬂmL 190 0 ies are
f this & The prodigies have comes of age,

SEPTEMBER 14, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

AP SPEAKER QUITS

m

terrorists in Gurdaspur district. The state
Governor K T Satarawala, declared that ex-
tremism would not be tol d. The

ers al that the gross injustice
done toNTRama Raobe mmnnd forthwith

M-nuaag
mmlsmmmumw;

ﬁmanRmnmy.Wimm

named

sor, This m;dmﬁdlﬂd!lnnmduef
minister, NT Rama Rao, as part of a "conspir-
acy hatched by the ruling dlique to avoid its
miserable defieat on the floor of the House”,

PUNJAB BANDH
A BANDH HAS been called in Punjab against
1 | BN |

Covernor along
with his Security Advisor, Lt Gen K Gowri
Shanikar. and other officers, announced “anex
gratia grant of s 10,000 tonext of kinof thase
killed and Rs 2,000 each to those injured

OPPOSITION DEMAND
LEADERS OF 10 opposition parties, including

President’s Rule or suspension of the assem-
ily, thie axppasition keaders said.

INDO-CHINA TALKS
AN EAIU_Y AND JUST !uisnm( of the lnl_g—

questionwill be
delegation’s aim at next week's Sino-Indian
talks opening in Beying Finishing touches

ahigh-

the BJP and the (M,
dum to President Zail Singh demanding the
mmmum-mmmﬂ.

level m meeting in the Foreign Office. The
Chai fthe Poli i MrG.

ChiefMinister I sced over the meeting This
o prove his majority int within  wasthe ing held this week to con-
the st 30 days Th lead-  siderwh i

Py | B | | ]
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In US, Rahul Gandhi
was divisive as usual

Instead of renouncing tradition, Rahul Gandhi
should consider why his dream for the country
is at odds with the dream of its people

GAURAY BHATIA

DURING HIS RECENT wisit to the LIS, Rahul

Candhi onee again maligned India, its people o thee Uyghuir ists,
and institutions on foreign soil. As the Leader Mushmnmmmuy inChina - hum.m rights
of e holds a position of great re-  violations, i anel persecu-

diverse religious and regional identities.

A disturbing part of his speech was the
openassaulton india's traditions, He said that
India dishonours skilled people. But it is im-
portant o mention that the BIP has conferred
the Bharat Ratra on several scientists and artists
such as M5 Swaminathan, Bhupen Hazarika,
Lata Mangeshkar and Listad Bismillah Khan,

ahul Ganclhi vl China,
overlooking its many authoritarian practices.
While he fails to acknowdedge India's demo-
cratic strengths, R.lhul f‘andhmnulm con-

CR Sasikumor

It’s not about where,
it’s what he’s saying
Rahul Gandhi's speeches and interactions

highlight how the PM has yet to hold a press
conference, a non-choreographed interaction

SANJAY JHA

ISATWITH the three I
electoral soothsayers, all

spansibility, He should cm-iuﬂyc.ﬂllll.ue his
statements and ensure that his words align
with national interest, However, his thetoric is
almostal claims.

tion u{thounmmnuly.m: well-documented.
He overfooles the fact that, in India, under the
BJP government, minorities are thehving, The
Modi i ¢l

awaiting a formal announcement of being
called onto the stage for the usual shindig
that is proforma in the olulum season; A
f a big media enter-
plm with a live audience meant to titillate

Rahul (‘.m:lm stated that the Prime

TR ratings and provideamidst the light en-

receives

in ensuring that every
10, ities e education, and

show, a sliver of pretentious

Minister is attacking the Indian C
Itis, in fact, Congress and the Ganehi parivar,
which have single-handedly done the most
damage tothe Constitution. Indira Gandhi im-
posed the Emergency in 1975, More recently,
Rabhwil Gandhi disres pected demoeratic norms
by tearing an mduunco |a.mod by the

h cahinet adisre-
gand for parlmmm.wpm'ﬁlum

In contrast, Prime Minister Narendra
Maxli standstall as a global statesman and has
the highest approval rating among world
leaders, It is important to highlight the his-
toric significance of PM Mod |
being elected for three con-
secutive terms, a remarkable
achievement, This mandate
refbects respect for his lead-
ership, vision, and dedica-
tion to the nation,

On reservation, Rahul
Gandhi, while speaking at
Georgetown Liniversity, said,
“We will think of scrapping
reservations when India is a
fair place, And India is not a
fair place,” This reflects the
Congress party's stance on
reservations, In contrast, the
B has alweays championed
the inclusionof marginalisec
commumnities through reser-
vation. Leaders such as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
President Droupadi Murmi,
Ram Nath Kovind, Kalyan
Singh and Shivraj Singh Chouhan are exam-

be afri

Rahul Gandhis
statement en the
imposition of | i
misleading and d
Recently, Amit *.Imla
reiterated that Hindi will
encd to all vegional
languages and one
should not pu one

development, From implementing w:-ll.u_n-

has worked tirelessly toensure that in India all
citizens, regardless of faith, lourish and con-
tribute to the nation's progress.

Ratwil Gancthi's allegations against the RSS
were yet another indication of his inherent
aversion towards instituticons that have ren-
dered great services tothe country, it reflects
alack of understanding of the organisation’s
ke in India's history, including its contribu-
tion to the freedom struggle and national
service, He seems unaware
that Mahatrna Gandhi him-
self visited an RSS training
camp in Wardha in 1934,
where he praised the disci-
plineof its volunteers in the
presence of RSS founder
Kieshar Baliram Hedgewar,

InRahul Gandhi's former
constituency, Wayanad, RS
workers provided critical re-
lief during the devastating
floods, By disregarcing the
RS5's long history, Rahul
Gandhi ignores the organisa-
tion's decp-rooted connec-
tion o India’s social Eabric,

Unsurprisingly, Rahul
Gandhi is attempting to shift
the facus of criticism to the
media and judiciary, He
seems to have forgotten that
his  disqualification was
stayed by the Supreme I:‘mu! of Ind.ﬂ.m:l the

! one of them say-
ing: “This{the mm Lok Sabiha elections) is

socal mediaand 24x7 welevision channels,
geographical distances are bridged in the
course of a nanasecond. There is nothing
that Rahul says when e is in Londan or
Texas that he has not stated before. His crit-
icisms are laced with amature dispassion-

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

ubious data prevents governments from saving lives. And mounting cases of

infections lead to strained health workers and systems. Lawmakers must focus on

climinating health vulnerabilivies”

= DAWN, PAKISTAN

The UN
the world needs

The global body has proved ineffective in dealing
with warsin Ukraine, Gaza. It needs to rethink its
functioning, give greater voice to India

BY RAM MADHAY

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Madi will
traviel o Niew York later this month to ad-
dress the special global summit hosted by
the United Nations on September 22-23,
Ambitiously named “The UN Summit of
the Future", the summit intends to forge a
“new international consensus” on how to
deliver “a better present

English-speaking community should get
tegether on the issue of Workd Peace, and
that means a comman foreign policy”,

It was this dominant idea which pro-
pedled Roosevelt and Churchill to lay the
Tounelations for the LN in 1941, It shoulkdn't
be forgotten that a majority of the first 50
countries that had signed up for the LINin
1945 were from the sphere described by
Wellsin 1935, Over the years, the LN mem-
bership expanded and today it boasts of
193 member-states and two observer
states (the Holy See and Palestine ). Yet, the
mindset continued in different forms,
Sometimes it was called *liberal interna-
tionalism” and at other times a“concert of
demacracies”, Brexit to AUKLIS to the less-
talked-about CANZUK {Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, and UK ) are all results of this
mincset only,

This comolex of ethaic domination |

future”, It is, no doubt, a laudable theme,
especially because the world today stands
at a major inflection point and is passing
through disruptive times.
However, a bigger issue bothering many
s "the future of the UN itself, Stanted eight
decades ago in San Francisco with an ini-
tial memibsership of 50 countries, the or-
tion looks weary today, It

came the nemesis of the UN, As the non-
English-speaking countries rose in power
o) h :

selves inworkd affairs, the dominant pow-
ers found a way to brypass the institution
ratherthan making it more democratic and
representative, In his address to the General
Assembly in 2023, President Joe Biden
talleed at length about economic and cli-
mate mues turning to lho Ukraine War

as an ineffective andxnoﬂ]mm instrument
intackling c “The

very hmddlm

United Nations was not created in order to
lring us tex heaven, but in order to save us
from hell” Dag Hammarskjold, the
Swedish diplomat who served as the sec-
ond Secretary-General from 195 im 1961,

Thi incon-
taining wars in Ukraine .md Gaza, in im-
posing rules on the developed Global
North over issues of food security and
other Sustainable Dmlnpmcm Goals

once said, L it uggl
keep up that role in the r.uourgumm,
geopolitical tensions, wars and competing
national interests.

There s a growing realisation about this
sivuation within the UN itsell, promgsting
Dennis Francis, the Trinidadian diplomat
and the Prmdrmdlhol’-mml.ﬁwmlllv
tochoose Trustand |
Global Solidarity” as the theme of the 78th
session held in September 2023
Addressing that special session, UN
&ouomy -General Antony  Guterres

and

ate appraisal and are not urI. minent

stressed thy " mod-

which is what he is
o What hurts the BJP Is the folbowing tri-
fecta. There is huge amplification without
censorship and redactions of Rahul's
speeches, an alternative viewpoint to the
state-controlled disinformation campaigng
and banal memaos emenges, and PV Modi
Iooks hugely dwarfed (pardon the oxy-
maron) given hisinability or reluctance to
have a similar freewheeling question and
answer session with young audiences, In
11 years, the Indian Prime Minister has not
held a single press conference. Game, set
anc match to Rahul, That is the B|P's peeve,

A case in point is llhan Omar, a US

themost b in oy lifetime, That
lhc BIPis wll]mnl,|nﬁn‘t'nlmr;mrlus|un.
Is. propel

mlativef Tat
party, who is the latest .mm in the serial
Im:uh.lhl crmml Iy the fake news manu-

|:dnmn tholt.uw(-ﬂndhl i 1984",
414 LS seats?" | said with unconcealed dis-
beliel. "Why not?", he said with the condi-
dence of a man who had rarely seen a bad
hair day, Another quipped emphatically,
“Rahul Gandhi is done and dusted. Why
don't you all understand that?* The third
smothered a visible snigger,
IF Jammu  and
Kashmir is Pakistan's
pathological obsession,
Rahul Gandhiis the BJP's

never-ending fixation.
But there is a difference
now, Until the Bharat
Joele Yatra happenad, the
Mehru-Gandhi scion was
easy pickings for the sal-

olinsuperable, incompa-
rable triumphs, boosted
lay M Marendra Modi's
seemingly impeccable
political salience, Rahul
looked by comparison
like a relative novice, still
struggling with master-
ing the know-how of
managing the unfath-
omable conundrum of
Indian politics. He faced
inlvln.ﬂ mmumtnncolmmlholmmnf--

setaned n
to Rahul,

A

ples of leaders from
holding significant positions in the BIP regime
— a testament (o the party's commitment o
uplifting these communities through repre-

sentation in pelicymaldng roles,
Rahul Gandhi's Indi

electoral bor
was also delivered by Ihe .1|1L"x court. Whike
Rahul Ganehi speaks of love in politics, his
wortds and actions reveal disnespect for India's
mdumns. languages, and values, That's what

Isabout whether Sikchs will be allowed towear
their turbans or go to gurdwaras is not only
misleading I1UI an affront to the Sikh commu-
nity.
the chapter on the anti-Sikh riots in l‘l&hm—
der the watch of his father. Some of those ac-

ESOME violence were
warded with ministerial berths by Congress,
i iy

which
showwed his divisive inclinations,

Instead of renouncing tradition, Rahul
Gandhi should consider why his dream
for the country is at odds with the dream
of its people,

Mot all countries have the fortune of hay-
ing leaders like Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wlmpnnmmmunn.ﬂ interest over

Rahul G,

on the imy
Id . The BP

I al amibi The BJP withits

has always recognised the value of every lan-
guage and culture, Such iresponsible state-

focuson development, unity, and the wellare
of all citizens, remains committed to build-
|ng A STONET, MOMe PrOSpErous India, one

like .1 gigantic tornado, fuelled by
Hig Media,

Fast {nlw&ldm&'plemlm 2024,

Rahul is setting the political narrative
and the BJP is obediently responding with
an unusually high bevel of anxiety to every
word he utters, It is an extraordinary re-
versal of fortunes, Nothing illustrates the
BJP's ludicrous Rahul preoccupation than
when Rahul steps abroad to engage with

What hurts the BJP
is the following,
There is huge
amplification without
censorship and
ions of Rahuls
o5, an alternative

‘perint to the
state-controlled
lisinformation

campaigns.

is the BIPS peeve,

g cellofther I Itisa tragi-
comedy of epic dimensions. What Omar
has said the same things about Kashmir,
.Anulo s?ﬂ -1hmj..1|lnn Citizenship

h

abuses, et

ermisingth il hat dates
back to the Second World War. It is reform
orrupture. The world has changed. Our in-

(SDGs)inthe d | hand
in ) industrialised North
pensate for climate compliance by the de-
veloping South, The seriousness of the
paralysis in the UN system is evident from
the fact that the WTO's dispute redressal
mechanism has come to a grinding halt
since December 2019 due t the refusal of
the US to ratify the appointment of new
jud,ug'x w0 lhl‘dppr]l-lto Ilndy.m of 2023,
agreements languish brlum the trade
body withowt any resolution,

Inclia's Permanent Representative to the
LN Ruchira Kambaoj summed up this crisis
aptly at the plenary session of the General
Assembly in February that marked two

stitutions have not,” he told
Tounderstand what ails the multilat-
eral institution, one must go back to the
dominant thought process o the early 20th
century in the West, Western intellectuals
like H G Wells, Albert Einstein, Aldous
Hubey ancl [ohn Foster Dulles were prima-
rily influenced by the idea of the superior-
ity of the Anglo-Saxon ethnic identity and
argued for a world union commanded by
the US and other “English-speaking na-
tions”, In one of his earliest best sellers,
Anticipations, Wells prophesied about the
emergence of a world state in which the
anlxsh qsnklng [ie'uplr .mumod acen-

years of in Ukraine, "As the con-
flict has continued for two years unabated,
we, the eomity of UN member states, must
pause and ask ourselwes bwo pressing ques-
tions, Are we anywhere near a possible, ac-
ceptable solution? And if not, why is it that

the LN system, particulary its principal o
gan, the United Nations Security Cruum
dered ineffec

olution of the ongoing conflict e ashed,
I-llltm -nlﬂnmlwmwv lnl‘lm I-m«nml

problem mmu)y “If you are |;mm,m.u|:
five countries, saying would you mind
changing the rules, that you would have

state tocome'. Wells'
pmlnmn was tlut by the year 2000 the
Englis ki comstitute

guess what the answer is going
1o be? If they are wise, the answer woulkd
be riuolinfuly

afederal state with Its headguarters in the
US, which will mmmall the “non-white

arenot from those expr
by Kamala Harris in tlwrn 1
The latter could be the next US
President, Will India’s
External Affairs Minister
recommend a diplomatic
reassessment of US-India
ties because Harrls has re-
marlkably strong views? §
Jaishankar is the same man
whis valiantly ratisnalised
the most mammaoth diplo-
matic fuiw pas of our times;
Al Ki Baar Trump Sarkar,"
whichlam sure left many in
thie fisreign offices blushing
beetroot red in embarrass-
ment. Jaishankar would also
be aveare of what Hareis had
o say on Jaishankar's boy-
cott of a House Foreign
Alfairs Commitiee meeting
because of Pramila Jayapal's
[who had mewed a contro-
versial  resolution  on
Kashmir) presence on the
same, | was on a TV show the other day,
where a BJP spokesperson casually said
that Rahul ought to be tried for sedition. No
aneeven flinched awee bit. Itis this vulgar
vanity of the BJP coupled with the low stan-
clards of public discourse that prevails [re-
member the "mangalsutra” and "Bhais
chori kar lega” gems from Modi?), which
miakes Rahul's candid interactions feel like
abreath of fresh air.
Inclian democracy is a slow, tandy work
in Progress. Under Modi, pelitics has been
asoap opera, a daily dose of silly

Game,
l ll'I:
hat

the foreign press .md dwme
audiences, TH sation be-

and vacuous ations

[ ingly vici 'k home, A

states of the present British andin
addition much of the South and Middle
Pacific, the East ancl West Indies, the rest of
America, and the larger part of black
Alrica”, In 1935, he argued that “the com-
mon sense of the world demands that the

‘While the august body wants to talk
about the future of the world, PM Modi
may also talk about the future of the LINit-
sell and the need for countries like India to
have a greater voice and say in its affairs,

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BIP Views are persanal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TOWERING PRESENCE
THIS REFERS TO the ediborial,'Comracle,

friend, ally’ (IE, September 13, Sitaram
Yechury was a towering communist

tion cloes not sulfer. Experts caution that
expanding health coverage for seniors
over 70 may be more expensive than
covering the bottom 40 per cent of the
population, However, healthcare facili-

leacler who believed that
as an ideology had nat lost its rebevance

ties, especially in rural and semi-urba
areas, need to be strengthened to cater

role as the only hope for the twiling
masses. He was a shrewd leader whe
lenew the importance of coalition poli-
tics in thie new era of BIP-dominated pol-
irics. He played a pivotal robein the UPA-
1 government. He strongly opposed the
LIS-Inelia civil nuclear treaty, As a mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha, he ratsed hisvolce
against the violation urdrmmln and

to increased d d from senior citi-
zens, Access o quality care, trained mecl-
ical professionals, and transparent
processes for availing insurance must
also e ensured.

hoban Das, Kol

MIXED SIGNALS
THIS REFERS TO the articles, ‘Against

human rights. He saw
and parcel of Indian culture that could
ensure political stability and abright fu-

tuire for India,
Aul Thakere: Nagpur

IMPLEMENT IT RIGHT
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A wider

case in point is Rahul's current official visit
as Leader of Opposition to the United
States. The BIP seems to be discombobu-
lated., It is important to understand their

armong citizerns. Only re-
wmly Hume Minister Amit Shah reiterated
that Hindi will be a friend to all regional lan-
guages and one should not pit one language
against the other. Rahul Gandhi's thetoric, in

comirast, oft India's

dual’s contribution
in Iir,ht of the basic principles enshrined in
the Constitution.

The writer is senior advocate and
national spokesperson, B

hological paralysis.

B]P's motormouths say in belligerent
unisan: "Why does Rahul criticise India
abroad? He hates India™ It is a bizarre ar-
gument, The BIP is pretending to be splen-
diclly oblivious to the fact that in the age of

are the new norm, When did you last hear
a TV debate on inequality, Al climate
change, growth versus equity, and police
reforms? A nervous BJF, still to reconcile
with their diminished political clout, is
sounding ridiculously fossilised. That is
their problem, But India certainly deserves
better. Much better.,

The writer is o former spokesperson of the
Congress Party

net'(IE, Sef 131 The Cabinet'sap-
proval of the expansion of the ABPM-|AY
toinchace all citizens aged Tand above,
Irrespective of theirincome level, is a big
move in India’s pubilic Imlthcm land-

theid nlhE'.mu It I, ot politi-
cal' (IE, September 13). The public dis-
Ffw nl the Prime Minister and Chief
stice together in pujo sends mixed sig-
nals to the pubilic. At a time when several
cases of homes of people from minarity
communities being bulldozed in mosthy
BJP-ruled states are pending before the
courts, this show undermines the non-
partisanshipof the SC The Maharashtra
ebection is around the comer, with twe
political parties in conflict with each
other, and the CJl is heading the bench
that will adjudicate the matter. The

scape. Th hat I

aims to sodve a daunting problem that
even the most developed nations are
grappling with, However, finances need
to be planned wellso that implementa-

i ight to prac-
tice religion but for twe leaders o openly
display faith is not in Bne with the prin-
cipbes of our Constitugion

Aaditys Netawat, via ermail
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At a time of festive cheer,
a city seethes with rage

A month since the rape and murder of a trainee doctor at RG.

Kar Medical College and Hospital, anger

continues to simimer on the streets of Kolkata, posing the biggest challenge to Mamata Banerjee during her

enune

s in which the people are protes

inutes past midnight on September

8, the mood was sombre at R

Medical College and Hospital in Kol-

k where a trainee doctor was
brutally raped and murdered a month ago. As re-
sident dectors arranged petals and candles atthe
gate of the emergency building, a doctor began
singing a song: “Ek fe chilo mein, taar bhari dulkh,
bhari dukd (Onee she was full of
sorrow, full of sorrow)™.

Taking inspiration from a track from Goopy
Gyne Bagha Byne, 2 1969 classic film by the direc-
tor Satyajit Ray, the doctor's song narrated the

g ale of August 9.

“1 wrote the lyrics just hours ago,” sakd the
medical officer at another state-run health facili-
na fa name

m\\'nlnlhc‘ ictim) ever get justice?”

The hospital remained barricaded. Armed
personnel of the Central Industrial Security
Force and the Kolkata Police stood guard as
resident doctors lit inc sticks at the
memarial for the victim,

The doctors wore black bandanas on
thelr forehead that read, “Justice for Abhaya®
(another name given o the victim,

Holding rophone, one of the doctors

said, “We will never forget what happened to one
of our sisters a month ago. We will remain
awake the whole night In her memory.”

A month after the incident, which sparked
outrage across the country, people from all
walks of life - doctors, al lawyers, engi-
neers, rickshaw pullers, i
a
across the city, “Reclaim the Night' is
to the fact that the 3year-old doctor was at-
tacked at night while taking a break from duty,
and also to the 1970s movemnent, where women
occupied public spaces at night, marching against
sexual violence, There have been hundreds of
protests across the country since August 9.

The beleaguered Trinamool Congress govern:

ment has attempted to pacify the protesters in
many ways - by appealing to them, pleading
with them, declaring that

and ¢
passed the Aparajits
nggal Criminal Laws Amy
ich ances punishment
cestigation, and even
the death penalty in a few cases.

However, the anger, which has swept the city
like a storm, has not subsided, On September |
pushed to a cormer, Chiel Minister Mamara Ba-
nerjee said she was willing to resign in the inter-
estof the people. She explained that the doctors
refusal to rn to work was affecting the State’s
healtheare system. According to the West Bengal

ment) Bill, 2024, w
for rape, promises swift

ee

We make

strects for

the Durgiof

flesh and
Iload?
SUBODH PAL
Astist

Chief Minister. Moyurie Som, Shrabana Chatterjee, and Shiv Sahay Singh report on the
g and the government’s attempts at quelling the agitation

government, more than 6 lakh people have been
denled outdoor patient services 3
pitals in the last month. The ongoing ag
Banerjee st political challenge in her 13
years as Chiel Minister of West Bengal.

515
ar J«prur A1 bus stand on the southern fring-
es of the city. As soon as they walked in, the de-
mionstrat the venue stopped shouting slo-
gans, They also stopped recording the event on
their phones, to protect the identity of the pa-
rents (disclosing any detail which could help
identify a victim of rape is prohibited by law),

The father took the stage. Holding back tears,
e said, “1 lost my daughter on August 9. From
that day onwards, I have found a huge family...
the thousands of protesters who are now on the
road fighting for her... I am shocked 1o see the
power my daughter had...1 hope you will stay
and protest until | get justice
nutes kater, slogans rent the air again:
i (We are with you)!™
inha, an independent researcher, is

She helped or-

one of the faces of the protest

igh
frlJm the night of August 14 (when the first ‘Re-
claim the Night' march took place), this agita

1K
has had massive resonance across West Bengal,
Ind

:!ll(le\'un abroad. B«mg:ll.mmhgm Ifeel

¢ said that this is an or-
nst the admindstration, “Af-

Junkor doctors during a rally in Kolkata, Doctors have refused bo retum to
WirK, DEBASISH EHADURI

against the rape and murder of a doctor at R.G. Bar Hospital in Holkata, e

ter

long time, we are seeing such an uprising

against the m. The R incident was a
rigger. wnpltl have always taken note of the mis-
doings of the current government, such as the

school recruitment and the Rose Valley chit
fund scam, but the populist policies such as giv-
ing allowances to people was used by the govern-
ment for buying their loyalt i Amites Muk-
herjee, a professor at Jadavpur Unive
3 1x B, before midmgh

e
S.l[\r.lhr.!h

had joined a protest was in the late 20005 against

the forcible land acquisition by the Left Front go-
vernment at Singur and Nandigram.

“I have been going to every protest over the
Last few days. There is ttempt to dub the R.G.
Kar incident as another incident of rape and mur-
der. But this reeks of systemic rot. A doctor was
brutalised and all etul\-nce [of the ¢
maved,
the victin

ing of evidence. So far, the police have arrested a
m

n called Sanjay Roy for the erime.
At Jadavpur, a middle-aged man, who refused
to disclose his dentity, mﬁrul packaged water
*5 1o the protester: ¢ icker :
;" he said. “1 an 1\[}ml. we are all one
e people of this area came 1o,
oney and buy these bott
could supply them to the plmc‘txrsdarly.

Sinha said years of pent-up anger had found its
way to the streets, The sentiment everywhere,
she said, was simple: “Enough is enough.”

A Chief Minister without an audience

Resident doctors of State-run health facilities,
whio have been at the forefront of the protests,
have been highlighting some of the issues they
face. The doctors have been on strike since Au-
gust 9 and defied a Supreme Court appeal to re-
Join work by September 10. The) set mmhum:s
to hold talks with the admin
government rejected. They demanded the n
nation of Kolkata Police Cc issh
Goyal as well as act
the government, in
workers, and an
Ime.plla]s and med

R
reased security for health
to the

“threat culture” in

stration headquarters,
Sabhaghar, However, they did not join
talks as the governm ed 1o live-
stream the meeting, which the doctors insisted
would make the proceedings transparent. The
Chief Minister waited at the Nabanna for nearly
two hours before leaving the State Secretariat,
“We want our demands to be heard by the
masses who have o up in unprecedented
numbers to show their support for our quest for
Just 1 Aniket Mahato, one of the protesting
doctors, after the talks failed to take place.
Several doctors like Dr. Mahato have |u| the
agitation, which has been innovati
Sq:mn!xr 2, when Dr. Mahato and oth ald
ge 1o Lalbazar, the police headquarters, they
ried a replica of a spinal cord as a gift to the
o urge them to “desist fro
sts of their political boss
nior doctors have extended sup-
o the resident doctors and dared the go-
vernment to take action against them,

Keeping politicians at bay
Itis not doctors alone who have been using inno-

ee

Every political party has tricd o hifack the
movement. Some have sent drunk goons to
O Protests o catise a ruckies, But the people
have managed w keep the partics away,

tools and slogans. At every rally,
can be seen car
ing violence against women, They have been
shouting slogans such as “Tilattamar bichar chai;
Amar didir ichar clai (We want justice for Tillo-
tama; we want justice for our skster)” and “Sashak
tomar koto bhoy. Dharshak tomar ke hoe (Why are
the rulers scared, how are the rapists related to
them)?”. They have also found an anthem in the
playback singer A h's song “Aar Kobe
(When)?” which has millions of views on social
media. The cries have changed from “We want
justice™ to “We demand justice™.

Unlike many other protests in Kolkata and el-
sewhere, which are appropriated by pol
ties or organisations affiliated wo politicians, these
itations have been apolitical. Whenever polit-
5 tried to join them, |hv protesters sent them
a clear signal 1o stay 2

On August 14, for i ru.'L‘.u few days after the
horrific incident when anger was spilling onto
1hc.- streets, Banerjee hersell went on a march,
s similar to those of the protes:
, this was met with more anger,
e the, the fling par-
opped onganising protests.
imilarly, on August 27, violence broke out
b to Nabanna' protest, organised

knuwn connected 1o the
Swayamsevak n;.]1 the

Rashiriy
eological pare:

disrupted nom
chety was worrbed that the movement o
jacked, the people did not lose ho)
switched off lights in their houses and lit up the
streets in quiet protest.

Torsa Chatterjee, a student of Jadavpur Univer-
sity and an organiser of a ‘Reclaim the Night
march, admitted that it has been difficult to keep
the protests free of party politics, “Every political

party = whether the mool, the BJP, or the
CPIM) = has tried to hijack the movement,” she
said. “Some of them have ey t drunk goons

0 our protests (o cause a n . But the people
have managed to keep the parties away."

A dulled mood for celebrations

At this time of the year, the people of mlhmu.m
up to celebrate the festival of Durga Puja. Thou-
sands visit the elaborate pandals - massive, tem-
porary structures that house idols of moddtse-
Durga, shop for sweets and clotl
loved ones across the city. In December 2021, LI
ESCO had added llnr;,,:l Puja i
tangible Cultural b
ing the festival il!!!:r[liiliwlil| recognition.

This year, however, most people
mood to celebrate, While protests have rolled the
city, artists and theatre personalities have decid-
ed to agitate in their own ways, by returning
awards presented to them by the State.

Chandan Sen, an 80-year-old thespian, re-
turned the Dinabandhu Mitra Puroshkar, one of
the highest awards in theat
Ty the West Bengal governn
ducwr at a government hospital Fur over 40
rsonally feel for this cause and the doe-
tors’ plight,” Iy

Organisers of community Durga Pujas have al-
50 returned the honorarium p..n'(l to them by the

nt. Several ity Durga Puja

u-m:nlmu have refused to accept the T85,000

Prosenjit Ghaosh, secretary of U arpal
Sangha, a Durga Puja club, said, *There
itics behind our decision, We feel this is our social
responsibility. 1t a small attempt by us to seek jus-
tice for the victi

In an effort to revive the festive spirit, Banerjee
urged the people to join the celebrations. Howev-
er, her appeal was met with anger by the mother
of the . whosaid that the family would nev-
er celebrate Durga Puja, now that their daughter
is pone Irvwnn they ask the people to return
to festivities,” she asked, pained.

The protests are likely to impact Durg:
and s related economy. A study by the E
Council had pegged the creative economy
around Durga Puja in 2009 at $¥32,377 crore,
which was 2.58% of West Bengal's GDP.

With less than three weeks left for the Puja
Nulmm ulli, a colony ur idol-makers in north Kol-
ike earlier years, the
sts, and |Jhnlcq.rr.1|1h|>rs.

ased this year,”

I'o(nl'.ﬂl of bloggers
to Kumartuli has drastically de
said idol-makers, Kakoli Pal and B

On September &, when the whole city was par-
ticipating in protests, the idol-makers of Kumar-
tuli also hit the streets. Bamkim Pal said that
thousands of people, including those in the local-
ity who remain aloof in social eve
part. Subodh Pal, another artist, said
Won't we hit the streets for the
Durga of flesh and blood?

Notwithstanding the economic impact of the
protests on the festival season, seulptors, idol-
makers, and theme he pandals
also capture the collective anger over the
- Idol designer and artist, Bhabatosh Sutar,
said, “In the last 50 years, | have never seen such
a spontaneous and large-seale civil soclety move-
ment. As an artist, | dont think the art of Durga
Puja can be separated from this tragedy.”

An official of a consulate in Kolkata, who has
been facilitating art exhibitions during Durga Fu-
Jjaover the past few ears, co pared the situation
to the smn ofa

udi by
cxaul) how we ch right ;mw. he s.lld.



torate General of Civil Aviation, will ex-

pire on September 23 unless the

ka State Industrial and ture De-

velopment Corporation renews it. Authorities

have raised safety concerns, and the renewal of

the licence for Kamataka's newest airport - in-

augurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

February 27, 2023 - depends on a meeting on
September 18,

With nine airports, Karnataka ranks third in
the country in terms of air passengers, after Delhi
and Maharashira, However, the issues at Shiva-
mogga Airport highlight the challenges faced by
some regional airports. In July, around 35.5 lakh
domestic and international passengers travelled
to and from Karnataka, with a total of 24,304
flights.

A significant contributor to this traffic i
galuru's Kempegowda International Airport
{KIA), which handled nearly 33 lakh passengers
and 21,465 flights in July. However, airports in the
State's tier-2 and ther-3 cities have also grown, of-
fering air travel 1o residents in the coastal, Mal-
nad, Kittur Karnataka, and Kalyana Karnataka

he licence to operate flights from Shi-
T vamogga Airport, issued by the Direc:

regions.

Some of these airports have benefited from
the Union government's UDAN (Ude Desh ka
Aam Naagrik) scheme aimed at making air travel
accessible and affordable for people, with air-
limes launching services on new, underserved
routes. However, other airports face obstacles to
theeir growth.

The Himdu looks at the current status of Karna-
taka's airports, which are managed by the Air-
ports Authority of India, public-private partner-
ships, the State W, and priva L

I'il:mpp:lluru Inltmalional standards
Airpaort,
Adani Alrpor: Holdings Limited, connects to
eight West Asian destinations (Dubai, Abu Dhahl
Muscat, Dammam, Bahrain, Doha,
Jeddah) and six domestic destil

N @

ru, Chennai, Hyderabad, Mumbai, Pune, and
Delhi). Daily flight movements range between 40
and 42

Precision approach lights are being installed to
improve visibility for pilots. The airpornt’'s 2,450
metre runway meets international standards,
and it offers basic facilities such as food stalls,
prepaid taxis, free Wi-Fi, and separate areas for
domestic and international departures. Addition-
4l services, like Pranaam, provide dedicated staff
100 assist passengers.

Ananthesh V. Prabhu, president of the Kanara
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI),
Mangaluru, says the business community is gen-
erally satisfied with the airport’s amenities but
‘would appreciate more food options at the termi-
nal. “We are happy that the airpont celebrates
major festivals involving passengers and promot-
ing local culture,” he says.

Belagavi: Plece of history

Belagavi Airport in Sambra, originally operated
by the Royal Air Force in 1942, has historical sig-
nificance as it was the base for Operation Vijay
during the Goa liberation movement. Expanded
after land acquisition in 2018, the alrpert, as of
Auigust 1, 2024, connects ten domestic destina.
tions — Bengalury, Hyderabad, Tirupati, Nagpur,
Jl;i'll,: Ahmedabad, Surat, Bhuj, Mumbai, and

However, frequent fliers are demanding more

devele

Wping

@S A najor
tradde hub,

and

connectivity
with cities
like Delhii,
Mumbsai,

and

Ahmedabaud
is the need

of the

SHASHIKANTH

PATIL

hour.
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KARNATAKA

When small
towns take flight

With nine airports, Karnataka is ranked third among States in terms of the total number of
passengers who travel by air after Delhi and Maharashira, A contributor to the bulk of it is
Bengalurus Kempegowda International Airport, but airports in the State’s tier-2 and tier-3
cities have evolved in the last few years. The Hindu does a status check on them

Shivamogga Alrport. AN

direct flights to major cities like Bengaluru, Mum-
bai, and Delhi. They also want | from

pating lncreased demand ai”tef 2026, The area is
o be i

rain in the arrival area and pﬂll&mg and pickup
services improved so that they are benehicial to
passengers rather than contractors,

There are plans to expand the airport by ac-
quiring 60 additional acres of land. Also, Belaga-
vi MP Jagadish Shettar has suggested that it be
upgraded to an international one and has called
for conducting an assessment survey.

Shivamogga: The youngest
Shivamogga Airport with a lotus-shaped termi-
nal at Sogane, inaugurated last year, is the first

Shivamogga Airport, 6T, SATHISH

airport in Karnataka operated by the State go-
vernment, Built on 775 acres at a cost of W50
crore, it has a 2.2 km runway capable of handling
aireraft ranging from ATR 72 to Airbus A320. The
first flight landed on August 31, 2023, and the air-
port operates services to Bengaluru (daily), Goa,
Hyderabad and Tirupathi (Tuesday to Saturday)
with an average occupancy of over 50%.
However, frequent cancellations due 1o poor
visibility have caused frustration among passen-
gers. Flights have even returned to Bengaluru
without landing. Efforts are underway to install
night-landling facilities, with the DGCA having ap-
proved the necessary Airport Ground Lighting
equipment for allweather operations.

Hubhballi: Potential unexplored
Hubballi Airport, the fourth busiest in Karnata-
ka, as per July 2024 data, operates flights 1o Ben-
galuru, Chennai, Hyderabad, Pune, Mumbai,
and Delhi. At present, the terminal is spread
across 3,600 sq.m. and can handle 300 peak-
hour passengers.

The Union government in 2023 approved
340 crores for expanding the terminal, antici-

Hubballi Airport. KiRAN BAKALE

-

F d 1o 15,950 sq.m. with
Tour aerobridges and infrastructure that can han-
dle up to 2,400 passengers a1 a time.

The airport will also have a five-star GRIHA, or
Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment,
which is an initiative by TERI (The Energy and Re-
sources Institute) and the Ministry o!’ ‘i:w and

ble Energy to and
environmentally
buildings.

Despite the growth in traffic, local industrial-
ists and businesspeople believe the airport’s po-
tential to become an international hub remains
untapped. Organisations such as the North Kar-
nataka Small Scale Industries Association and the
Karnataka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
have urged the government to develop the air-
port as an international one. They say the 927
acres currently available now at the airport could
be better utilised for this purpose rather than
spend money on fresh land acquisition.

friendly construction  of

Mysuru: Expansion hopes

Mysuru Arport underwent an $82 crore upgrade
in 2010, but its growth has been stunted by its
short 1,740-metre runway, which only accommo-
dates small ATR-type aircraft that can carry 60w

Mysun ﬂrp;ﬂ WA SERAM

70 passengers on short-haul flights.

At fts peak, it operated 16 inbound and out-
bound flights connecting Bengaluru, Belagavi,
Mangaluru, Kochi, Chennai, and Hyderabad. Ho-
wever, many services were subsequently with-
drawn once the scheme of subsidised flights un-
der UDAN expired.

Currently, the airport operates only two
flights, connecting Mysuru to Chennai and Hyde-
rabad, with a daily footfall of 300 1 350 passen-
gers. However, the Airports Authority of India
has plans 1o extend the runway to 2,400 metres,
allowing for larger aircraft and longer flights. My-
suru Airport Director R Anoop said the Karnata-
ka Industrial Area Development Board (KIADB) is
expected to hand over 206 acres to AAl for this
expansion within six months,

Bidar: Grounded now

Civil aviation from Bidar dates back to 2008-0%,
with efforts to connect the ity to Bengaluru. The
State government convinced the Indian Air Fom
o give one of Mights to

Saturday, September W, 2024
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Alr began Bidar-Bengaluru flights in 2020, Ho-
wever, due 1o low passenger traffic, the services
were prematurely discontinued on December 26,
2023,

It was also felt that the options of Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport in Hyderabad and Kalabu-
Adrport, bess than 150 km away, have hit the
potential of Bidar, Recently, the Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Bidar, Sagar Khandre, appealed 1o the
Civil Aviation Ministry to resume flight operations
an Bidar.

Vijayanagar: Hampi connect

Jindal Vijayanagar Airport, owned by JSW Steel, is
a key entry point for tourists visiting Hampi, 35
km away. Developed in 1997, it mainly served the
staff of the steel company until, in 2006, it was
opened for commercial operations. It operates
Alliance Air flights to Bengaluru and Hyderabad
and handled over 43,000 passengers last year.

Kalaburagi: For development

Located 12 km east of Kalaburagi, this allport
serves five districts in northern Kamataka: Kal

uragi, Bidar, Vijayapura, Yadgir and Raichur. 'ﬂw
State government built the 2181 crore greenfield
airpory; the amount excludes the cost of acquir-
ing the 742 acres required for the project.

With flights to Bengaluru, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Mumbai and Tirupati, there were hopes that the
airport would spur the development of Kalyana
Karnataka, But now there are only two flights o
Bengaluru. Local business leaders are pushing

HKalaburagi Alrport. ARUM KULKARR

for the resumption of fights to major destina-
tions and the introduction of international servic-
s, particularly to Gulf countries.

“Kalaburagi is fast developing as a major trade
b, and connectivity with cities like Delhi, Mum-
bai, and Ahmedabad is the need of the hour. The
Union government should resume UDAN to facil-
itate air connectivity with ther-2 cities,” said
Shashikanth Patil, secretary of the Kalyana Kar-
nataka Chamber of Commerce and Indusiry,

In the offing

There are government plans for new airports.
The initiative to build one at Ballari began in
2008 when the influence of mining baron G, Ja-
nardhana Reddy and his brothers was atits peak.
In Seprember of that year, the Karnataka govern-
ment approved the greenfield project under the
PPP model, designating 1,000 acres near the vil-
lages of Chaganur and Sirivaram, 12 km northeast
of Ballari city.

However, the project initially stalled due 1o op-
position from villagers over the acquisition of
their fertile lands. A year later, 900 acres were ac-
quired after farmers relented. Although the foun-
datbon stone was Laid on August 20, 2010, numer-
ous delays followed, leading the government to
cancel its contract with MARG Ltd. in December

Efforts are also underway to develop a small
airport in Raichur. Currently, 382 acres of land
are available, with notifications issued to acquire
an additional 24 acres.

The groundbreaking ceremony took place
during the previous BJP government, but Con-
gress leaders raised concerns over what they
called an “unscientific tender process™. The pro-
Ject has now gained momentum.

Construction of Hassan Arport is progressing
on 536 acres of land at Boovanahalli near Hassan,
while the PWD s managing the Vijayapura Air-
port project. They are being designed to accom-
maddate Adrbus A320 and equivalent aireraft. Ad-
ditionally, an airport is being developed by the
Navy in Karwar, with a civilian enclave planned to
support Alrbus  A3200 and  similar  aircraft
operations.

(With fru.m!s fmm Hemanth €.5., Raviprasad
Kamila, Ri Bahadur Desai, Girish Patta-

With the introduction of the UDAN, an additional
13,62 acres of land and better i ture, Star
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Monsoon blues

Floods in the southern and western states do
not augur well for kharif season yields

HE PROSPECT OF above-normal rainfall during lhe soulhwl

i .glul:n
da goad au,gury[ora bountiful
] dlis-

ber — is usually id

kharil't"“' it Bust this ol
tribution. This ycarsawlhn monsoon revive after a pause in June and cov-
ered the entire country ahead of schedule, There has been copious rainfall
during the second ha]{n[lhn scason whlch hascaumd massive floods in the
southern and landslides in Kerala's W, 1
district. Insharpcontrast, there s rainfall defict and north-

easlemslams.ﬂvnral] T1%ofthe 729 districtsinthe munlryhavcr:cdvcd
il I lirmateck

tha man

soon's tis also ing yspells and
heavywet spells.Around 4 5% of the districts are expetiencing a“swapping
trend"with flood-prone areas going dry and vice versa,according to a study
by IPE Global and Esri India,

‘With the monsoon appeaﬂng lohavc a mlmlo{lls own abo»w normal

: Opimion

H THE ECONOMIC Survey of
2023- 24, a suggestion was made
that food be excluded from the
inflation measure targeted by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
However, now the discussion has
moved further, questioning the
flexible inflation targeting (FIT)
framework  adopted E'y Eu REI
in 2015. Of course, any framework
can be reviewed/refined and even
abandoned, if so required. However,
the grounds onwhich the review of the
FIT framework is being sought are

rainfallis not
forsummerseason uq:s]ikcpaddy,cnarsccnmls,mﬂscs,and wya beanare
almost over, copious rainfall may dampen kharif yields, The massive floods
in Gujarat, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh are]lkcly toimpact oulpum(
groundnut, pulses and cotton whose ac |

last fiveyears. If the rainfall extends to October, it could also affect th i
ing paddy crop. The union ministry for agriculture and l'armr:rs ‘welfare is
soon expected toannounce the first estimate of kharif production.

Maore significantly, coplous ralnfall has an important bearing in the poll-
bound Maharashtra which is a major | of soyva bean and pulses like
arhar dal. Although overall sova bean acreage Is 1.7% higher than the aver-
ageof the last five years, farmers are concerned that mandi prices are ruling
below n:Inimumsupporlprims.Wm'indabouuhc electoral fallout, the Cen-
tre has now decid pin to proc k [mm[am:ers Given the
highlyerratic rof the i better prediction
#0 that farmers are well- prmpercd for cxlreme events. Dolng so appears a
daunting challeny histicated weather models. How-
ever,a model- based extreme forecast index — — estimated by the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD), Indian Institute of Tropieal Meteorology, and
European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts' model — hasbeen
useful in forecasting the rising incidence of very heavy and extremely heavy
rainfall as happened in Tel and Andhra,according to Madha-
van Nalr Rajeevan, {ormersccmlaryin the ministry of earth sclences,

The policy im perative must be toensure that agriculture does not remain
hostage to the monsoon's vagaries. The IMD's plans to revive the district
agro-meteorological units under the Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa scheme
~ whichwere earlier shut down — are a useful step in this direction as they
pmvidelimclywcall’mradvimﬂcs Tl hcnmd lstobuild n:omlrﬂgalion facil-
Ities to red i -
ers n pentnsilar India. This Ls less of a concern in the vanguml agrarian
region of Punjab, Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh which have access to
canal irrlgation. In fact, the share of irrigation in paddy-growing states like
Punjabis as high as 99.7% but as low as 31.5% in Odisha,

Yen rally a lesson in the
lost art of FX intervention

JAPAN'S CURRENCY IS mmdng an epic rally, heading lor the biggest quarterly
adwvance inyears. That from a fiw yen bulls were fiow
and farbetween. Who can claim credit forthis turnaround?

First, it has been argued that since
food inflation is not amenable to mon-
etary policy action, it is uwnfair to the
central bank togive it a target for infla-
tion asa large portion of it is outside its
control. A key question is not whether
the central bank can control food infla-
tian, which it cannot because interest
rate is atool for demand management,
while food inflation islargely driven by
supply-side factors, But would any
inflation measure without food be
meaningful, especially because food
has a welght of 46% in the consumer
price index (CP1) basket. Also, the risk
of "second round” effects of high and
persistent food inflation is real and
cannot be wished away. For the sake of
argument, let's assume that the cen-
tral bank is targeting an inflation mea-
sure which excludes food. If the aver-
age food inflation remains below or
close tothe inflation target, there may
not be a risk of second-round effects.
However, if the average food inflation
is much higher than the target infla-

new era

® MONETARY PHENOMENON
REVIEW OF THE FLEXIBLE INFLATION TARGETING FRAMEWORK SOUGHT ON QUESTIONABLE GROUNDS

Review inflation target

JANAK RAJ

Sarvar fellaw at the Centra for Social and Ecanamic
Progress (CLF), Naw Delhi

price spiral. This i because food infla-
tion, whether it is a partof the inflation
target measure or not, will raise infla-
tion expectations which, in turn, will
be reflected in higher wages by work-
ers. The literature is replete with
enough evidence about the second-
round effects, both in the domestic
and international context.

As it is, elevated and persistent food
inflation has been a con-

and not higher. The current high food
inflation but low core inflation can be
explained by two factors: (1) the effect
of monetary tightening of 250 basis
points beginning May 2022; and (i)
food inflathon, after peaking at 11.5%
in July 2023, stabilised at 8.5-90
(between December 2023 and June
2024) and has trended significantly
downwards in recent months, Should
food inflation rise again

cern in India. After the R —— and become persistent,
new CPlscrieswithbase  Inflation target and it would push up the
2011) was released in tolerance band are core and headline ?nﬂa-
January 2013 onwards, tionwith alag.

with back serles data mattars o.f*t,lilld Thhd.anngther argu-
from January 2011 investigation. The ment made is that the FIT
onwards, food inflation  need to be examined  framework isnot theanly
was *6% and above” in afresh when the chaoioe and that there are

76 months out of 151
(that is 50% of the time)

inflation target comes

other ways to control
inflatl i anthamul

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM
® MODERNISING UN

UN secretary-general Antonio Guterres

‘We need greater glohal solidarity today and
with future g bette

r gement

of eritical issues ofglabal concern and an upgraded
United Mations that can meet the challenges of a

Ing framework globally had not fully
established by then, Today, around 55

sons why it has been gaining traction.
Argentina is the only country which
abandoned the inflation targeting frame-
work in 2018 within 26 months after
adopting it because of implementation
Inconsistencies.

It isnot only the inflation targeting
framework, but all monetary policy
frameworks are also based on the prin-
ciple that persistent inflation is a mon-
etary phenomenon. This principle is at
the core of monetary policy. To say that
inflation is not a monetary phenome-
nonwould mean that monetary policy
has no role in inflation management.
Itis true that real factors such as terms.
of trade can also impact inflation
dynamics. However, real factors can-
not sustain inflation beyond a point.

To conclude, it would be extremely
challenging to ensure price stability in
the faceof high and persistent food infla-
thon as itspills over to headline inflation
withalag through the wage-price spiral.
Persistent inflation is a monetary phe-
namenon, and it remains so under any

Aninflation

and “89 and above” in WP for a review in 2026 indicator (M)

53 months {that is more
than one-third of the
time). Since thewhole idea of excluding

targul.l:urlml]y at 4 with a tolerance
ban:lofur 2%, 1s fixed oncein five years

REL the FIT fram
work was adopted. It is further a:gund

toler-

in2026.How-
aver, bul:hllmlnﬂatlmhrm_-tandthel:nl
erance band are matters of detailed

target
ate much higher food than
even from the present level, it cannot
but impact the headline inflation.
Second, arelated argument is made
that in the recent pl!rlnd there is noevi-

premisethat

iaflatian | aind

I and these need to be
ined

¥
that this theory has not held upwell in last
three decades and that real factors havea
big role in fuelling inflation. The MI

tion and remains persi there will
be aserlous risk D{ spilling itoverto the
headline inflation through the wage-

Empower engineers

dence of

inthe face of persistent food inflation,
non-food inflation has trended lower

ABHAY SINGHAL

Co-founder of InMabi and CEQ, InMobs Advertisng

RBlin 1998

tar-

t comes up fora review in 2026, There-
ore, it would be more productive to
resgarch, discuss, and debatewhether the
current inflation target and the toberance

after the monetary
was but the inflati

band c be appropriate or they
d ol

as business leaders

When engineers avoid conflicts instead of
addressing them, resentment builds, they
stop caring, and companies suffer

|'WAS READING up about Bret Taylor.
Hehas one of the most impressive port-
folios 1've seen in recent times. Starting

d and Quip

e cuts by mnrwandanewha\\‘ld!hmn!untlw
paxlofthl! Bankof Japan can mak n The: i ving as an engineer at Google, he founded
pgest driver ofy ct o like FriendFi
hugL- One Plarer hmr.i!n lgml.ng sufficlent eredit and II\al‘stlw onewith the before eventually becoming the co-
mostat nar- chief executive officer of Salesforce,
Jot Its own currency.Alk t ey His journey got me thinking about
clation; the than 10% against the dollar 1y July. But the offl- how having a deep g and

chlanlun did Iayduwn markers.
The experience reminds us that, while frowned upon as routine practice, inter-
vention is a tool that authorities discard at their peril. Like quantitative easing, it's

Engineers' volces get drowned out by
those more sutspoken, leaving a vac-
uum filled by others who may not
share the same technical insights.
Instead, encourage the engineer to
share theiranalysis, solution, and own
the consequence of their decisions.
Of course, this can only work in an

passion for engineering s the founda-
tion of his business acumen.And it"s not
just hin. Satya Nadella, Elon Musk, fyoti

handy toh andd. i fixed exchar y Bansal — the list is endless. Some of the
1970s,: Aling wis commion. Japan was by no means th mostmspm:ledand successful business
the prac Thetop flicialat the 1 by practic
ministi Eisuke Sakakibara, uamed the nbckname"Mr. Yen” [apan was active around
4 back EE The problem with
l’.‘nnwntluna]whdum on [nmdgn exchange trading quict genius

s When lran
Blopmbery’s FX news in lundon In the Ea:ly 2000, the
mantrawas that"intervention neverworks" [ eouldn't fig-
ure out why this was nun:l\ an article of faith. Perhaps it

reflec fal crisis,when arti-
ficially high d from
thuﬂankofwland'nde{mlm af G

The trajectory from engineering
excellence to business leadership has
been awinning formula repeatedly. Of
course, engineers inany tech com pany
are closest to the product and often
have the deepest understanding of the
at hand.

DANIEL

marlwl.s are vastly blg§el Ihan wveln ments. Daily FX

envl where failure is an
option, risk-taking is encouraged, and
learning is shared openly.

Engineering first and centre

Give engineers contrel over their
code and ownership of

business outcomes.
W've been intenitional about craating
anenvironment that breaks this cycleand

the company.

Recently I'was trying to understand
apecific aspects of private exchange.
The ¢ was between me and

fosters a truly tech-first
Psychological safaty: We mwgnlau

five InMobi leaders, Since none of us

that the only way for

learn and grow is by deing, and ll\al
means embracing failure as a neces-
sary part of the process, We've culti-
vated a culture of psychological safety,

had the expertise, we gavean
apen call for anyone with better under-
standing to join us in the discussion. To
our surprise, a relatively new engineer
responded to our outreach. "1 know

where feel P to
take risks and learn from mistakes,
Metrics-driven decision-making:
Rather than relying on the loudest
we've

their  work.  This

empowered our engi-

involves g the Org

But as is often the case,
don’t like being wrong — it must have

turnover cording tothe

MOSS

Baambarg

Bank for International Smlemenu.

Surely success or failure depends on the objective,
Shielding a specific level is one thing. Cushioning sharp
maves and, the psyc of the market is another. Make
investors e Japan "set the floor
on the yen this summer’, Brad Setser,a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Rela-

xperton capital fl Financial Times last month." The-
f need to be updated.”

[apan’s tactics were laudable. Officials were loath to identify an actual point at
‘whikch theywould join the fray. In practice, around 160 per dollarwas a key threshold.
In late April, MOF took the oppor public was thin,
to pounce, and the yen's jump was notable.Another instance of sharp yen gains that

stintsoccurredon uly 1 2 after weaker-
than-expected US inflation data. Those numbc.-rs triggered a general dollar decline,
By waiting until the direction was favourable and giving an extra push, the govern-

ment achieved a good result.
Twoather 1 out. First, thlamrmlh onfier-
anoes or Yo mrmlhlyMO}Famwnutu

be published. An element of mystery is Impunanl That was a shift from late 2022
when the government announced its move Second, the ministrywalted forspecula-

e yendecling,
ace 5L Futures Trading “Th ting
alittle bit silly, trading was one-sided)’ Stefan Annrld( senlor mumm at Moady's

Analytics in T , told mie. It also matters that fapan ha.smml.dmahll.- ﬂm;pmur
around §1.2 tril o in reserves, And in fa Fed pivat, th
turned out differenthy. Had BOJ G Jpd 1al hikes, the
yenmight g trouble. If Ueda doesn't deliver, t

ol sat in Sakakib hairfor the past fewyears, Masato

rat
Kaluia,nluppcddmmlthundnl]u]yﬂw"\'ﬂﬂ“ tobe the next
president of the Aslan Dy Bank.As his plane heads Kanda

cansit back and reflect on an important page in currency history.

to do with years of condi-
tioning and coaching where mistakes
aren't tolerated. But that's a whole
otherar itself. to
analyse a thought from every possible
angle before sharing it with a room. By
then, the conversation has often
maoved along, leaving the engineer hes-
itant tobutt in. The only way to fix this
Is to nurture the habit of s peaking.
Organisations must stop putting
intermediaries between the engineers
and the business — folks whose skills
lie in “communicating the problem”

must neers todefine the pro-

how todothis,”shesaid and proceeded
to educate all of us with an in-depth
analysis covering everything we
wanted to know. She became the most

ght- volce in that

If the conversation had ended in
the meeting room with me and my
leaders, this young engineer's knowl-
edgewould have never reached us, The
arganisation would have suffered on

learning fr
ﬂuncu ask open-ended qucsllnns.
invite paople to come up to you and
share theirexpertise, and crowd-source
answers to challenging problens,

The goal is to help our *1-shaped”

become *T-shaped” leaders

viclous cycle where ltop putting duct baseline metrics.
engineers feel power- intermediarias This ensures decisions
less, leading them to between the are rooted in data and
change jobs instead of N the inherent almnglhs ANy counts.
addressing conflicts, engineers and the of the
When engineers avoid business — folks team, rather l'ﬁan being
conflict, resentment whose skills lie swayed by external
builds, they stop caring, " N influences.
and ¢ suffer. in 'communicating Connecting the busi-
AtInMobi, forexam- the problem’ ness dots: We've warked
ple, we have events like usiness
“InMobi Builders® together through a flow-

whare representatives of specific engi-
neering teams share their stories with
the entire organisation — stories
include those of failure and intr-
aspection. These practices build engin-
eering pride in the company and shine a
light on the heroes that make our prod-
ucts and services tick. The response to
these events also encourages more and
more engineers to take up their place in
the limelight, own their work, and
take responsibility for the

THE EDITOR

Labour force course

correction needed
Apropos of “Bridging gender gap in
labowr force” (FE, September 13),
despite the Periodic Labour Farce
Survey showing a rise in the labour
force participation rate (LFPR) far both
rural and urban women, there is stilla
huge gulf between men and women.
States such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
West Bengal, and Assam need to pull
up their socks to improve their LFPR as

they are hame to a significant chunk
afwomen's population of India. Yes, a
créche facility in the place of work isa
great boost for all women workers as
a huge burden is off their mind then,
©One hopes India Inc. takes note of it
and does some course cormection.
~—Bal Gavind, Noida

Health boon

The recent announcement by the
Union Cabinet that all senior citizens
aged 70 years and above will be

Ing, logical metrics system, This allows
ourengineers to see the big picture and
understand how their work directly
impacts the company s success,

A culture of speaking up

The transformation we've wit-
nessed at InMobi has been nothing
short of remarkable. Engineers who
were onoe hesitant to speak up are now
driving the conversation, sharing their
insights, and shaping the direction of

eligible for free health insurance
coverage of 85 lakh for a family under
the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri
lanArogya Yajana has come asa
boan. It is a matter of great relief as
senior citizens were sore with the
Modi government for not taking such
awelfare measure in the past decade
of its rule and even denied the 50%
concession on train fare that they
once enjayed. A large section of
senior citizens and pensioners,
including bank retirees, are unable to

with deep technical expertise, business
and great
Equip them toseamlessly navigate the
intersection of technology and busi-
ness, Nurture a new generation of busi-
ness-leading, confident engineers,
This is a journey of continuous
axp fon. We hyp
observe outcomes, and refine our
approaches to empower a generation
of leaders with strong engineering
backgrounds, unique skill sets, and
problem-salving abilities.

get health insurance cover due to
prohibitive premium costs and 18%
goods and services tax, One hopes
that enrolling for the new scheme will
not be cumbersome. Further,
hospitals should be instructed to offer
immadiate cashless treatment for
those admitted. Whatever may be the
reason for this decision, the Modi
gavernment deserves appreciation.
~Tharcius § Fernando, Chennai

@Write to us 2t feletbersBexpressinda com

Regd. Na: DL -21048/03-05. RLN.| No 2675074, Printed and Published by R.C. Malhatra on bahalfof The Indian Express {¥) Ltd and printed at Tha inian Express (4] Ltd Press, A-h, Sector 7, Noida - 101361 and publishad at The Indian Express {F) Ltd, Mezzanine Flaor, Expuuﬁulldlnq,9l m Bahadur Shah hﬂ:r
F ° ("

Marg, New Delhi-110002, P . (Caver price:

ndian Expross (#] (td

s electronic or atherwise, inwhole of in part, withaut prior

12, Sat & Sun 012, ‘l:lDur *ean-Fri €12, Sat & Sun #12) Chairman af the Baard: Viveck Goenka, Editor: Shyamal Majumdar, Edites [Dalhi) Shobhana

ﬁnancimexp.apw . .. .

is prahibited. The Finareci s

Naw Dalhi




10

THE HixNDL

KERALA

e

struggles to
reawaken

With K.J. Babw’s untimely demise, the Fate of Kanava, an altermative school for tribal children in Ker

Manaj travels to the school campus and

speaks with its former students o understand its social and culral significance

(Trigger warming: The following article containg
refevences to suicide. Please avoid reading it if you
Seol distressed by the subject.)

[ Palukkunnu, bocat-
wd about chukunnu town
in north W . a young Leela
Santhosh underwent a ‘shocking transfor-
hat would ultimately shape her destiny.

unfamiliar conditions in a public school
inflicted the first shock of my life,” recalls Leela,

n the g

rked on her edu l![llﬂl]r:un
S ago. T[K!.I) she stands

hope and creativity for the Adivasi community,
having been recognised as the first Adivasi ilm-
maker from Keral

What came to her rescue was Kanavu (which
translates to “dream™), an alternative residential
school set up by writer-activist K.). Baby in 1991 at
Cheengode, about two km from the nearest town
of Nadivayal, Leela was able to feel at home on
the school campas and is now an integral part of
it as a trustee,

The names Kanavu and Baby rem
imtertwined, and the fluctuations
of one affected the other. When the school
ceased to function in 200708, Baby's dreams
took a hit. The death of his wife, Shirley, a retired
English professor and his pillar of support, two
years ago plunged him into depression, Last
week, Baby, 70, took his life at the school kalari, a
structure built to train students in the martial art

Standing on the verdant campus of Kanavu,
Leela recounts her days at a publ hool when
her native Paniya tribal tongue was unwelcome
by her classmates, who spoke Malayal
felt isolated and unwanted. 1Cs this alienation,
she says, that forces tribal children o drop out of
school. But life at Kanavu made her feel at home
and encouraged her to learn,

Unigue experiences and cultu
At the heart of Leela’s activi ecritical ex-
amination of the differences between conven-
tional school systems and the special pedagogy
Baby formulated for Kanavu, “There is a funda-
mental difference,” she asserts, emphasising the
need for educat nethods that resonate with
the unique experiences and cultures of marginal-
Ised comamu

In 2010, she ).hlllll:‘{l recognit
pelling  45-minute  documentary,
Nashtappetta Gotrabhumi, udmh explores lho
opulent rituals and culture of various
communities in Wayanad, shiedding light on sto-
ries that often go untold.

Through her work at Kanavu and her artistic
endeavours, Leela embodies the spirit of resi-
lience and change, paving the way fo
future for Adivasi children. Her story,
not one of personal growth but an exa
how inclusive schooling that respects cultural
Identities can help a child thrive.

When her family relocated from Palukkunmu
to her mother’s village in Nadavayal, Baby was re-
vising his Nadugadhika, a maverick street play on

Furl

Divided into

small groups,

we veniured
into villages.

interactions
with the
public. Ech
evening, we
wrote down
our
expericnees,
Thsruings our
skills and

perspectives,

LEE]
SANTHOSN
Former student ar
Kanava

the culture of the Adiya tribe, penned and staged
by him in the 1970s. The government briefly
banned the play in the early 1980s due to his al-
leged links with the extremist Communist Party
of India (Marxist-Leninist).
Leela and her friends were
play’s rehearsals and the we,
shared by Baby and his wile fey. They were
Baby marma (uncle) and Shi ther)
tothe children, The rehearsals were interspersed
with lessons in clay modelling, drawing, and sto-
rytelling, in both their tribal language and
Malayalam.

captivated by the
of knowledge

Nurturing environment
During this creative explosion, a dedicated group
Irem, aged between five and 13,
thrived in this nurturing environment. The bond
between the children and Baby's family, which
also included his young daughrers, Ladd the foun-
dation for the ground-breaking inftiative of esta-
native school,
king from Visthar, a Benga-
Tueru-based NGO, Baby acquired six acres of land,
where the dream ook root. Alongside local chil-
dren, the construction of roads, huts, and ma-
keshift buildings began, setting the stage for aun-
igue educational experiment.
anavu welcomed 30 students
from tribal communities such as P
tunayakka. Initially a day school, it later wn]wd
into a residential instimation, ope
curriculum cra lﬂl:d wi

tribal way of Ill't. their rich traditions, folk-
lore, songs, myths, and art forms-which ignited

K.J. Babry intevacting with a group of students at Kanavu,

his passion for writing. He built the school on
that foundation.

His vislon was for education to be rooted in
culwre and crean reating all children-in-
cluding his daughters—as equals, Leela recalls,
Classes began with rtelling in their native

languages and gradually transitioned 1o Malaya-
lam, "We performed better than our peers in n-g
ular schools,” says Leela, "Divided into small
groups, we ventured intc Lams earning from
Imeractions with the public. evening, we
wrote down our experiences, honing our skills
and perspectives,” she adds,

Th v experience was unlike any other,
offering children exposure to illustrious literary
figures and artisis. Noted personalities such as
wrriters Kunjunni, K. Satchidanandan, Arandhan
Roy, and Sara Joseph, actors Nedumudi Venu and
Sru-:\h'.tw and ﬁlnl director Lohithadas graced

he . sharing their insights and inspiring
llle children,

Diverse curriculum

A its peak, Kanavu boasted over
a dedicated team of seven
commenced at 5 a.m. with le
payattu or Yoga, The curriculum was diverse, en-
compassing subjects from English and the sclenc
es 1o psychology, mathematics, and even film
fternoon sessions were devoted to mus-
wnal dance forms such as Mohiniyattam
.md Bharatanatyam, and hands-on agricultural
#5, where students cultivated crops on
their land.

Learning through experience became the
mantra ar Kana ea musical troupe was
born, This en i ned tribal folk songs
across the country, gu ting funds for the
school. Kanava thrived, nurturing creativity and
independence among its students.

However, ncy launched in
2006 brought rhzlluunn e efforts to gen-
erate funds through performances and agriculiu
ating plantains,
it yam-financial hardships be-

50 students and
ers, Each day
ons in Kalarip-
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The present condition of
Kanavu 3t Nodavayal i

Wayanad £u s

traimer in Kollam, was also a student of Kanava,
“The lessons we leamed here made us self-re-
liant,” he says,

E.A. Anitha, who taught at Kanavu for nearly
three years, describes her experience as unique-
r\i iu'buul Kanavu dur-

nya Y 2
picked up l]u: andamentals trl' sical instru:
ments alongside her students. “The experiences
at the school greatly contributed to my career,”
says Anitha, now a |1u11||r:

Her husband, P. womeopath, was
likewise deeply the institution for
many years, “Initially, | organised monthly med-
ical camps for the children, but eventually, Ilae-
came more integrated into the school con

ty,” he says. Throughout his time there, he g u-(I
valuable insights into the culture, traditions, and
diverse knowledge across various subjects,

m}. there is an ambitious plan to rejuvenate
stees face a pressing

challenge: securing the necessary funding to re-

vive the dreams once envisioned, says Leela.

At Kanavu, Babys influence reached far
beyond the realm of education. He masterfully
harmessed the power of theatre and music as veh-
icles for social change, says Civie Chandran, acti-
vist and writer. “Theatre was not just a form of
entertainment for Baby; it was a platform for acti-
vism,” says Chandran, referring to Nadugadhike,
Baby skillfully integrated ribal art and music into
his work, both to preserve cultural heritage and
advocate for social justice,

Chandran recalls that the play was staged over
GOO times u T |l:r banner of the Janakeeya
Samskari cu organisation aligned
with the C i’]{“ IJ 1'111' play deftly combined dra-
ma with political discourse and euliural com-
mentary, though Baby was never a formal mem-
ber of the party, says Chandran. On many
occasions, these performances were framed by
poetic introductions from prominent writers, in
cluding Satchidanandan, B. Rajeevan, and Bals
chandran Chullikkad, he adds,

gan to impact its day-to-d, 5. Com-

pounding these troubles were |>>IIL“| surrounding
Baly’s film Guda, based on the rimals related 1o
tribal girls' menarche, which further strained the
institution's resources,

Ultimately, the stewardship of Kanavu was
transferred to o nav Makkal Trust - a 12
ser board made up of wibal students, in-
cluding Leela. Many former students pursued
their own paths, launc wccessiul careers In
various fields, including martial ans, stone carv-
ing, and wellness, However, the school jsell
eventually ceased to function,

Leela's husband Santhosh, a Kalarippayatiu

Chandran himselfl 1ook to the stage to intro-
duce the play at hundreds of venues, Even after it
wats banned ng a performance ikode,
Baby and his troupe continued to inspire, per-
forming the play inside the prison in Kozhikode
after their arrest,

Baby’s wife Shifley ranslated the play into En-
@lish. Both the Malayalam and English versions of
the play were later included in the syllabus of Cal-
leut University.

Though their friendship had strained at one
paoint, Chandran and Baby renewed their bomd
with Baby's nowvel Maveli Mantrum, which was al-
50 set in the tribal mil 'l\lh.-pe.l was the first
reader of all his wri
fondly, underscoring their dm'p friendship. The
novel won the Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award in
1994,

Baby later wrote Bespurkkana and Goodbye
Malabar,

His final novel Goodbye Malabar, published in
2009, Is set in Malabar between 1884 and 1888,
from the second arrival of Willlam Logan, the
author l\ful'ulw Manual, 3 abar Collector,
o Kad.lpm district in Andhra

ues Lo resonate, il-
pact of ant as a catalyst
b eviess and cultural preservatiol
Kerala's tribal uil“lllll!\l[l.q:e says Kerala's Tribal
Development Min . Kelu. His legacy re-
mains a vivid d\apte  the narrative of using
creativity as a force for change, he adds,
Kanavu had established a model for providing
ulumum: and career nlcwluplmnl for

loped district of

But there seems
tunmel for Kanavy, Baby's dream school.

be ne light at the end of the

(Suicide prevention helpline:
line Foundation: S088030303)
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Toppling politics:

on the veranda of the Malvan cour-

thouse on September 10, he catches a
glimpse of his nine-year-old daughter. His face
breaks out in a smile, and he holds her eye brief-
ly, until he is led into the courtroom. Apte, 39, is
the primary accused in the case of the recent col-
lapse of a statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji in south-
ern Maharashtra's Sindhudurg district.

Commissioned by the Indian Navy, with a dea-
dline of six months, the 28-foot-high statwe, from
sandal 1o sword, designed by Apte has caused
great political wrmaoil, both in Maharashira and
at the Centre, The 1Tth-century Maratha king is
seen as a challenger of British and Mughal (Mus-
lim) authority, and a preserver of the (Hindu)
faith. A number of political parties in the State
derive their muscular imagery from Shivaji's Ma-
ratha might. Inaugurated at Rajkot Fort by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi last year on Navy Day,
December 4, the statue collapsed on August 26.

“The court overlooks the Arabian Sea - turbu-
lent during the monsoon, the lifeline of fisherfolk
the rest of the year, and water sports enthuskasts'
summer sojourn. Now, winds blow, and swim-
ming has been banned. It was the strong winds,
at 45 km per hour, and lashing rain that brought
the statue down, cracking at the ankles. That,
and poor construction, say prosecution lawyers,

With Apte is structural engineer Chetan Patil,
They have been charged under Sections 109 (ar-
tempt to murder), 110 {(attempt 1o commit culpa:
bde homicide), 125 (act endangering life and per-
sonal safety of others), 318 (cheating), and 3(5)
{eriminal act with common intention) of the Bha-
ratiya Myaya Sanhita. However, when the statue
collapsed, m]hud‘l.' was present at the site, so
there was no loss of life.

Within the courtroom, with its weather-friend-
ly sboping tiled roof, legal arguments begin on
whether Apte's police custody should be extend-
ed to five more days, or whether he should be re-
manded in judicial eustody in Sawantwadi Jail,
about 50 km away.

“The police press for an extension, saying their
interrogation has not yet been completed. They
are also awaiting the report of a Kolhapurbased
forensic team that had collected metal samples
from the statue and its supporting structure to
check for wear and tear. The judge obliges; police
custody is extended till Se

Apte’s daughter; wife Nishigandha, 33; and
mother, 65, sit stoically through the court pro-
ceedings. “After the statwe collapsed, my hus-
band received a call from the Navy asking him to
visit Rajkot Fort,” she says, “He was scared for his
life, and went into hiding™

A band of five or six men, affilised to the ex-
tremist youth organisation, Sambhaji Brigade,
named after Shivaji's son and successor, had
shown up at their apartment block in Thane dis-
trict’s Kalyan and flung eggs on the door, she
says. “They pasted blown up plctures of him on
the corridor walls and painted them black.” His
lawyer, Ganesh Sovani, says they also labelled
Apte *Shivdrohi (someone against Shivaji)’,

When the statue collapsed, ahead of the 10-
day Ganesh Chaturthi festivities, Apte was in his
workshop in Kalyan, roughly 20 km from India’s
financial capital Mumbai, and about to begin

or a moment, Jaydeep Aptes black
F mask falls. Seated on a wooden bench

Ay hushand
tobd me that
there was
immense
[ressIne 1o
finish the
statue

b tight
deadlines.
Alter the
parts
arrived, the
next 10 days
WUTE spent
insecuring
clectrical
conmection
penmissions
NISHIGANDHA

Sculpeat Jayderp
Apac's wife

from monument to mess

The collapse of Chhatrapati Shivaji's larger-thandlife statue in the coastal wown of Malvan in Maharashira, which is
heading for the Assembly election, has ruflled feathers across political parties in the State and the country. The

sculptor is now in jail on charges of murder though no one was killed in the incident, reports Maitri Porecha

abandon his work, and spent the week in acute
anxiety, before surrendering,” says Nishigandha,
Apte was arrested on September 4 in Kalyan,

Political pedalling

Within an hour of the collapse, Vaibhav Naik, a
local MLA belonging to the Shiv Sena (UBT), visit-
ed the site. From here, armed with a long stick,
he headed to the adjoining Public Works Depart-
ment office, Later, videos of him entering the
building aggressively and brandishing the wea-
pon, and breaking wooden tables and glass win-
dows were circulated on social media.

Over the next three days, at least 11 politicians
across political parties visited the fort, On August
28, about 150 supporters of Bharatlya Janata Par-
ty (BJF) MP from Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg Narayan
Rane and Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya Thack-
eray clashed at the site when they arrived around
the same time, They fung bricks, injuring at least
twio police personnel on duity.

On August 30, Modi was addressing a gather-
ing in Palghar to lay the foundation stone of the
Vadhavan Port, a project fisherfolk have been ob-
Jecting 1o for the past three decades, There, he
deffied Shivajl, apologising to the warrlor king,
saying he bowed down at his feet. Shivaji was not
Just a king but also his “acradiya dev (god)’, he
claimed. He also asked for the forgiveness of Shi-
vaji's followers. In the same speech, he also
spoke about Hindutva proponent V., Savarkar,

On May 13, a hoarding had collapsed at Ghat-
kopar in Mumbai following heavy rainfall, ki
17 people and injuring 74. Modi had held an elec:
tion roadshow in the area two days later, with
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Rout saying it was
“inhuman” to do so. The collapse, however, did
not elicit any reaction from the PM at the rally.

Playing statue
Navy Day commemorates Operation Trident,
when the force had sunk three Pakistani naval
ships during the 1971 Indo-Pak war, Usually, the
day is celebrated with a display of naval might in
Mumbai and Visakhapatnam. Last year's theme
was ‘Operational Efficiency, Readiness, and Mis-
sion Accomplishment in the Maritime Domain’,
Sources say the Defence Ministry and the
Prime Minister's Office in New Delhi had asked

the Navy to build the statwe and officials were
keen on it being installed at Sindhudurg Fort,
built on an islet in the Arabian Sea. The event was
just four months away from the Lok Sabha elec:
tion, beginning in April, and political leaders
were on a ribbon-cutting, might-displaying spree.

Since people living inside the fort were op-
posed to the plan, a green patch of land on the
coast adjacent to a burusz (watch tower), histori:
cally known as Rajkot Fort, was cleared to build
the statue. It Lay north-west of Sindhudurg Fort
and belonged fo the Maharashira government. A
fort-like structiire mimbcking erstwhile Maratha
architecture was developed to house the statue,

Sources in the Defence Ministry say nearly
12,45 crore was transferred 1o the Navy by the
Stare government, which is headed by the Ma-
ayaitt alliance, comprising the Shiv Sena led by
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, the BJP, and Depu-
ty Chief Minister Ajit Pawar’s Nationalist Con-
gress Party, Even though the Navy has claimed
that an official tender was put out, with five bid-
ders, investigating police officers have sabd its co-
py has yet not been made available o them,

On September 2, 2022, Modi had unveiled the
Indian Navy's new ensign, which did away with
1. George's Cross, used in Britain from the Mid-
dle Ages, symbolic of the Christian military saint,
and eonsidered a colonial vestige. It was replaced
with a design inspired by Rajmudra, Shivaji's
royal seal. “There is a stark difference of opinion
in the Navy on the new ensign,” according to a
source from the Defence Mindstry, The Prime Mi-
milster has earlier referred to Shivaji as the ‘Father
of the Indian Navy", which sources say isn't a de-
scription that the Kavy officially subscribes to,

The devil in the details

Between July and August last year, after Apte's
firm M/S Artistry had been finalised for the pro-
Jject, he and several Navy officials paid three visits
o the site. A five-foot-high clay model of the sta-
e was approved by the Maharashira govern-
ment, and by August 14, the eve of Independence
Day, it was subjected to 3D scanning and digital
editing, enlarging the design to 28 feet. This was
printed in plastic and divided into nine major
parts and 637 sub-parts for pattern-making and
moulding; exch welighing 500-700 kg, They were
cast in silicon bronze, a copper alloy, at three dif-
ferent foundries and welded together prior 1w
transportation to Sindhudurg. The six-tonne sta-
e would stand en a 10-foot pedestal resting on a
five-foot underground plinth,

The heavy parts reached the assembly site at
Rajkot Fort on October 25 last year. Apte had not
received any advance from the government and
mortgaged his home for a loan of 165 lakh o put
in the initial money, He was paid in April 2024,

“My husband told me that there was immense
pressure to finish the statue amid tight deadlines.
After the parts arrived, the next 10 days were
spent in securing electrical connection permis-
sions [from the Maharashira State Electricity
Board)]. My husband and his team were expected
o erect a statue under 20 days by the end of No-
vember last year,” says Nishigandha.

Apte had made sure to incorporate a scar on
Shivajis face, which legend suggests was inflicted
on during a skirmish with Afzal Khan, a gen-
eral of the Bijapur Sultanate, and n. Earlier
statues of Shivaji and miniature paintings housed
in the Chhatrapati Shivaji Vastu Sangrahalaya,
Mumbai, did not feature the scar.

Experts speak about how Shivajis first seulp-
ture in Pune was made in a single cast, as op-
posed to an assembly of pars by sculptor Vi-
nayak Karmarkar. "In 1934, a second statue of
Shivaji, housed in Sayaji Baug, Vadodara, was
seulpted by GK. Mhatre, and it still stands 90
wears later,” says Sandeep Dahisarkar, a Mumbai-
based archaeologist and art historian. He says
this shows Shivaji mounted on a horse, which
gives it more stability.

Anifl Sutar, who along with his father Ram Su-
tar, 99, is one of the last living legendary sculp-
tors belonging to the Bombay School of Art, ok
five years to complete the about 600-foot-tall Sta-
tue of Unity of a standing Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel in Gujarat, “The structural engineering and
construction work was done by Larsen & Toubro.
The statue was subjected to extensive wind veloc-
ity checks and tested to withstand earthquakes
among other safety analyses,” Anil says.

A government official on the condition of ano-
nymity says, “We are not sure if all the safety tesis
were conducted on the Shivaji statue, Structural
engineer Chetan Patil was only responsible for
the certification of the pedestal and the plinth.”

However, Apte's lawyer says “withstandability
tests” were carried oiit, According to experts, sta-
tues are usually bulit and and tested to withstand
cyclonic winds of up 1o 150 km per hour. A joint
technical expert committee has been constituted
by the Navy and the State government to ascer-
tadi the exact reason for the statues collapse,

Tourists and residents

Once the statue was inaugurated, Police Inspec-
tor Pravin Kolhe, in-charge of the Malvan police
station, says about five lakh wourists visited the
fort. Local beach resorts proudly added it to the
list of sightseeing attractions in the town.

Sitting in her double-storeyed home overlook-
ing the now-barricaded area with an empty ped-
estal wrapped in white tarpaulin sheets, Anita
Redkar, 53, recalls hearing a loud thud a
my winds the day the statue collapsed. =
thought a part of our roof or house had col-
lapsed.” she says, Anita and her husband Babban,
62, a former fisherman, had started a snack stall
when the statue came up to cater to lourists.

A staunch loyalist of Rane, who is affiliated
with the BIP but was earlier with the undivided
Shiv Sena and then the Congress, Babban says,
“When | heard that a statwe is being built here
and Rane as well as his party is patronising it, 1
helped with arranging ebectric supply, water, and
=0 on.” He says he felt it would be seve (service)
and ferch his family some business from tourists,

“During the peak season [in winter], 5,000
tourists would arrive in a week to see the statue.
Our daily income from providing tea and snacks
ranged between T300 and 12,000, Now, who will
come?” he says, desolately.

At least 30 police personnel guard the site
24x7, camping on the upper floor of the Redkar
residence. Up to 40 others patro various parts of
the town to prevent any more political scuffles.

Around Malvan, shops have a small statue or a
poster venerating Shivaji as a warrior hero. The
police station too has one, “There are two fac-
tions in Maharashtra: one that considers him a
great war hero, and another that reveres him as a
Hindu God,” says a local, asking not be named.

A portrait of Shivaji's coronation hanging at a
local eatery says: “Kashi ki kala jaati, Mathura
ntain Magjid vasti, agar Shivaji ra hote (o surnat
sabki roti (The artof Kashi would be lost, Mathu-
ra would house mosques; but for Shivaji, eve-
ryone would have been converted to Islam).”

Plans are afoot to install more Shivaji statues in
the State for a political push ahead of the As-
sembly election, which is due later this year.
These include the world's tallest equestrian
sculpture at 696 feet in the Arabian Sea near
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Tweedledum Vs Tweedledee

Vacwous Tramp-Harris debate, bad ne:

for world

hree days ago the world was treated to fresh
evidence on why the idea of America no
longer inspires either Americans or

no|

-Americans. An ex-president, Donald Trump, who

is trying to return to office and an incumbent
viee-president, Kamala Harris, who is running for the
same office, engaged each other ina televised ‘debate’,

t, the format of the "debate” made
[ mateh than a discu
of new and innovative ideas, It was de
for TRPs and with 110 million people
warching, or at least tuned in, the TV station
was perhaps the only win cither Trump
nor Harris succeeded in changing how they
are perceived by the voters — who, actually,
may not matter very much bec:
American president is elected
an electoral college which can s
vote differently from what the popular votes
indicate, This has happened a few times, The
debare was meant to be about what should
really matter to Americans, And it revealed
in stark relief the paucity of political talent
and ideas in the US. Even rhetorie, or what
we call jumlas, was missing, Trump appealed,
as always, to nationalism whi
on, while Harris preferred
individual rights and entitlements like
healtheare and abortion. In that limited
sense, it not unlike the election
ies of the BIP and the Congress.
imp called Harris a Marxist whichisa
term of aby just like ‘runming
dog of capitalism’ used to be in Ching — and
she almaost called him a eriminal because of
all the pending court cases against him. That
was the level of debate between two
presidentis lidates inacountryt
likes to see itself as a political exemplar to
the rest of the world, Both promised future
prosperity by ensuring low inflation and
maore jobs, They would have fooled no one,
because neither had a‘plan’ despite claiming
to have one, Both dissed each other and were
probably unable to convinee American
voters that they had any fresh ideas to offer,
They were like Tweedledum and
Tweedledee, and this problem is reflected in
thie near 50:50 political division in the
count I'_\'

Ow the debate is unlikely to have
changed voter preferenc nd sentiment in
the swing states which have alarge number
of undecided vorers. The surveys aweek
firom now will make things clearer, The
pundits say that it's unlikely to change very
much and expect to remain within a margin
of error of plus or minus 3 per cent. The wits
ar ing that they don't know enough
about Harris, and equal number say they
know everything they wanted to know about
Trump. The rest of the world should be
worried by what lies ahead because
regardless of who wins, there is wide politica
and popular consensus over issues of trade
and immigration policies. America could
become even more disruptive becawse it ne
longer has the power to impose its writ, India
and Indians should be wary of the prospect
of a superpower Mundering along without a
sense of purpose,

collective

FROM THE VIEWSROOM,

alympics joy

—
i Baskar

medals

performances

Lekhara and javelin thrower Sumit
Antil defended their Gold medals,

Thangavelu won histhind
sucoessive medal with a Bronze
medal; he had wona Gold in Rio
and Silver in Tokyo, Shectal Devi,

thearm|

o1

winning performance was perhaps
pwied video on social
media, Visually impained Simran

i Brongze inthe 200metres
th the help of her guide
Abhay Singh, was another terrific
nance onthe athletics
track, In para-athletics, Indian
hletes won 17 medals inall
followed by

the most

per

ncdin’s best-cver show in the
I recently conluded

Parabympics in Paris was
indecd heart-warming
testament g0 the gritand spirit of
the Indian parathbetes. With 29
seven Golds, nine
Silversand 13 Bronzes
parathletes surpassed their
19%-meddal haul at Tokyo
alympics three years ago.
There were sev

para-bacdminton {five) and
para-shooting (four). The most
commendable aspeet of this
performance
.\ml«-r?mr\.nlnumunh:rnur
para-athletes. The government
has announced 875 lakh for Go
medalists, $50 Lakh for Silver

atrue

meedalists, Mived events athletes
have boen promised 22,5 kakh,
The Sports Mindster Mansukh

iy
Suppor

Indian

v has allso promised
o the para-athletes for

I standout
shooter Avani

Target Olympic Podium
me) have ll“‘_\\dnl'k( rolein
athbetes shinning at the
hotsal lewel.

Trndkan Of) s now promised

inswrance to Inclis

s Bronze medal
tostep inand also provide more
support through product

our para-athbetes, their splendid
PeriOrmances Must spurus o
ke oukr society more inclusive
and disabled-friendly, especially
public infrastructure, whic
remaing woefully inadequate for
thedifferently-abled.

tthe government

meedalists and €30 lakh for Bronze

the 2028 Los Angeles Paralymipics,
The government’s Khelo Indiaand

scholarships and medical
peara-athletes,
This should spur more corporates

endorsements. While we celebrate

RICHA MISHRA

recent post on X by Awanlsh
K Awasthi, Advisorto the

attention, It re .
recognised as India's largest crude oll
explorer, intends o construct a refinery
and petrochel .'.llu\m'tlllc in

sh, witha
ekl commitment of

70,000 crore
The public sector oil glant's intent 1o
diversify isnot new. Addressing
sharcholders at the 31st Annual General
Meeting of the company on August 20,
Arun Kumar Singh, Chairman and CEO
of the company, s Petrochemicals
demand in the country is expected to
remain strong, and will continue to be a
keydriver of oll and gas demand in the

Future, The focus on petrochemicals is
partof O s diversification
srategy.”

“The company s
ts presence inoll-o micals t
convert crude ol directly intohigh
wemical products andadding
position in the changing
encrgy landscape,” he went on to say,

The question is not ONGC's intent to
diversify into petrochemicals, but
whether the country's wop most
hydrocarbon explorer and producer
should foous on downstream?

Whetherthe entities under ONGC
Group which have expertise in
downstream and petrochembc
should be the ones
Enitiative?

Whether before making such
announcementsa proper due dilige
should be dome or not, after all O

<\|\1|1.n|1.u,;|m.|:t i ot
explored the establishment of an oll
refinery and petrochemical complex in
Andhra Pradesh with an investment of
R, 000 700000 crore, | have sought a
detailed plan and feasibility report in 90

K

factlitating in a hassbe-free manner,”

i the current situation where
Thas not responded tothe post, at
Ime BICL algo remalned i

ot
wmitionas it willalso
ifrastructure o
flow the feedstock — crude oil or
matural gas, and if LNG b8 used, to ereate

significant presence §
l]\h\u,{hl!h” 'L, OF

O

| inte
publ ant’s

mediate products.
sonsldering the scale benefits in
both capex and opex, ONGC should
evaluate anat-scabe play (around 1
MM eral
green i
inattractive segments of the value

1F it ks unable to move quickly to

mear to medium term before Y\':L\“‘aailn:
the investment case,” the strategy

ndabone entity, O
should be on dome
International oll and gas exploration

and production business urik_ir!llllltn'\
wswell as provide value linkages in other

ONC( focus should be
on domestic and
international oil and g
exploration and production
business opportunities as
well as provide value
linkages in other seetors of
energy business

W Lct ONGC chartits

NO-ROE
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N1 COUrsc

should not L
busini

|||u.l|mq| jestion the location
agraj. Omthe face of it the decision
looks more political thana |1m|!\r1
business decision. Years back also an
attempt was made toset up a refineryin
and around Prayagran (erstwhibe
Mlahabad), but after doing the
feasibility study the project was left in
the back-burner.

NORMAL TRANSITION
‘Whatever may be the case,
petrochemicals are the normal
transition for energy majors today. But
there are also entities supposed to
undertake these activities,
s first diversification to
downstream happened when it acquired
stakesin ‘.il{l’l:,. Ilw second was
I
: okl umbrel
vl task. While MRE
are into refining and retailing,
s into petrochem business and
OTPCksinto power, Recently, ONGC
T Came into existe nee,

re outhook at the
O had sabd:
our stable capex
mme with emphasis on focused
exploration, rejuvenation of mature
western edfshore ficlds and faster

deep-water fields..
The vishon state

wvern the

downstream opportunitics
internationally to gali or consolidate
upstream access or asa part of larger
value preposition for the country
beyond ofl and gas, For example,

s NOCE and government
agencles in Africa have historcally
leveraged a comprehensive
orchestrated value preposition (that
cxtuulﬂwﬂ\ml

strong business \.||||mmh

towards intermat |mnlnl~m‘|a~tnam

investments should be guided bya

strong business case that tangets."
“Attractive returns in

ummibdstream target

(g, e capacity deficit in some
Adrican markets) and invale-chain
segments where ONGC's ability towin
iigher group capabilivy in
n by domestic refining
it sabd.

1~~I|th al |!|tcrc~.t< are left

are taken depending on what
masters decide. The entities should be

Harris now looks at a challenging fifty days

She needs to explain her plans, particularly on immigration — especially to those who are still in the ‘undecided’ category

Sridhar Krishnaswami

xeept lor media pundis and

E political stravegists, fewa
ing the outcome of the first

ebate between Donald Tramp and
Kamala Harris, Even Republican
aperatives are convineed, some
reluctantly, that Tuesday evening was
not certainly with the former President
who simply could not stay away from his
rants, Neither could he resist the
remptathon of repeating a wild and
nonsensical assertion that Immigrants
n Ohio were killing dogs catsand
wating them.

Trump strategists and debate preps
miust have been quite edgy every time
the 45th President wandered fnto a set
upof Harris, a skilful ploy of wantonly
gerting him worked up so muchas to
make him ramble or say things that were
simply incomprehensible,

There's barely 50 days to go for the
fimal showdown in November; and the
campalgns are down tobusiness, Harris
may have scored a focile winof 63 to 37
pereent ina post debare flash poll;and

g stars Hke Taylor Swift have
endorsed her,

Bt the numbers are still vight with
Fruimip continuing to dowell on
econony and immigration. And this is
what advisors of the former President
wre telling him: stay focused on the
Issues as crowd sizes, cats and dogs are
noteritieal,

TAUNTING TRUMP
at least for the time
being — that there will not be a second
debare between Tramp and Harris as the
former President has taken to his social
media site toannounce his declsbon. B
Harris continues o taunt Trump fora
second appearance stressing that they
owed it tothe people as she made it
known in arallyat North Caroling
state that has not been with Democrats
since 2008 but now seen in o “can win®
categ
Harris may have done well inthe first
encounter but still has a long way 1o go
by way of fine tuning economic and
immigration policies of her
wdministration, Trump may have
exaggerated notions of *millions and

GOOD START. Lang way to go

millions" of illegals laying waste to
Americaand pulling I.Ilr‘uml\lr\ down,
bt many analysts belleve that Harris
must have a clear plan of how to tackle
thie illegal i rant problem — put at
around 12 million — including securing
the borders and a pathway 1o

P

ship.

The former President takes the view
that ilegals drain the economy without
acknowledging the contributions;
likewdse crime rates are going down, not
“going through the roof ™ s claimed by
Trump, The challenge for Harris is not in
the absence of a plan bt in clearly

it te people, those
e yet inthe ‘unde I.II.’NI'\JII.}‘\N'\'
Even as the campa gnsare restlessly
counting the days to November §, they
are also looking at Seprember 30: the
deadline chia compromise on a
Continuing Resolution to keep the
federal government running, The
uneasiness seems more with the
Republicans, especially in the swing
states, on the implications of a
shutdown and in the context of Tramp

Ina Truth Social post, Tramp sakd
that if Republicans do naot get absolute
AssurANCes ey should, in no way,
shape of form, go forward with a
Continulng Resolution™. Even a pa
shutdown of the governments make
Tawmakers edigy, Or as one unnamed
Republican legislator put it, “We are not
golng v shue the government down,
rump must want a Bremocrat majority
im the House, We don't.”

Thaweriter i 8 bevbod journaleit wha has repoted from
Washaghesn [ & Harth A nd Und e Mationd.
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